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• • PRE F ACE. 

THE Plan of this Work is to fketch the Lives of 
the principal attors in the French Revolu tion , 

and to trace the influence of individuals in pro­
ducing events which have filled the world with 
afl:onifhment, and for which hifiorical parallels are 
fought in vain. It is alfo no lefs the objett of thefe 
Memoirs to {hew the nature, fpirit, and tendency of 
thofe principles which contributed to the fuccefs of 
fanguine innovators, who, under a pretence of amelio­
rating the condition of mankind, meditated the fub-

• verfion of focial order. 
I was firfi induced to undertake this Work from 

obferving the general fyltem of mifreprefentation 
which has prevailed in defcribing the charaeters of 
thofe who have acted confpicuous parts in the 
French Revolution. Writers friendly to the caufe 
have laboured to jufiify the promoters of it, not 
by demonfl:rating the purity or propriety of their 
views, but by an unlimited cenfure of their opponents. 
Succeeding faCtions have adopted the fame line of 
conduct towards their predeceffors. Language and 
invention have been exhaufl:ed in terms of abufe 
and modes of crimination. 

On the other hand, fome have affumed the talk 
of being their own Biographers; and, with a fhamelefs 
difregard of truth and decency, have lavilhed on 
themfelves and on tneir co.operators all the eulogie 

• l bicb could be claimed by wifdom, virtue, difinter­
efiednefs, and pure patriotifm. 

6 From 
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From fuch publications real information can rarely ·. 
be derived; if th narrator have afforded mea ., of 
tracing the progrefs of th ir 0 n condutl: from year 
to y ar, they hay feldom prefellted true motives 
of aCtion, or faithfully difplayed their ultimate views. 
• he biographical orks hie have appeared in the " 
courfe of the French R volution are, therefore, not 
to be implkitly depended on, but can only obtain 
a partial credit, by a comparifon with cotemporary 
narratives and with the hiliory of the times. 

And yet it i from thefe fource that moil: of the 
writer ho have defended the Revolution have 

rawn heir mat rial, implicitly crediting all the un­
juft afp rfion hich the nemie of Monarchy have 
t:~fi n hc Y"ng a d Uf.' n, and on their adherents, 
nd relying on the interefted and partial accQunts 

'\ hich the i gicide 11a e gi en of their own condua: 
an party. Th y ha all4 fr quently exaggerated 

hat th y found; and as they [eldom precifely quote 
th ir utho itie', th y have impofed on many, whom 

1 ifure or fadli y f difpofit ' n have pre­
. cut d fr m purfuing the proper nlean of deteaion. 

I ha e ade it m ulin fi faithfully and dili. 
ntly to 'amine th fides of the queftion; to fe­

mbiu ,and ompare the difcordant acCounts 
am . tranfa in; to weigh the motives which 

. 1 j u partit.:s ha ffigned for their own condua: 
nnd hat th iT pp n nt . and to c!raw fuch pro-

<t 1 r' ull a w r arrant d hy circumllances and 
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• elofed fo many latent fpring of action, that ... hat lias 
u~ ly formed the refearch of fubfi quent rier ­
tions, and been flowly produced und r the name of 
Jecret hifi:ory, now ll:ands unveiled, and the diligent 
inquirer may be gratified with a full difclofure of the 

" private motives, as w Jl a the public condu of 
thofe who, during a moll: interell:ing p rio of the 
French Revolution, dir fred the helm of affairs, and 
engaged the attention of mankind, 

The nature of th information thu to b obtained 
has formed, with r fpe to time, the limit of my 
pre[ent undertaking. urin the early period f 
the Revolution, and' until the latt r en4 f the year 
l794, the afperity of crimination and the zeal of 
d fence produced innumerable pUblication , in whi h 
the author , vindicating themfelv s ,nd ll:jo-matiz-

f ing their adverfari , revealed thofe important fa s 
which, in times of more temperate difcu lOn, would 
have been fiudioufly [ecret d from the public ye. 
After the fall of Robefpierre, th Fr nch Govern. 
ment gradually loll: its appearance f open vi Ie. cc, 
to alfume the char erifiic of myfi ri us tyram y. 
Violent faction wer no long r fuffer d to i fult 
and defy each other in the hall of IcgiOature, in 
clubs, and in abufive journal ; but the prevailing 
party, by mean of fpie , military terror, and the 
fuppreffion of all publications that did not xtol th .iT 
conduct: in every particular, fucce de in c {Hng a 
veil over their motiv ., of a ion, which, whil im. 
punity can be fecur d, and till fome, p rhap not far 
diftant, Revolution £hall expo[e the myfierie of th ir 
iniquity, will effe ually baBle the refearch of the bio­
grapher. To the hifiorian, a ta!k. 1 difficult re­
mains; he may, .without defcribing the pr eife line 
of condufr pur[ued by every individu I, fpeak in 
terms of appropriate abhorrence of the tyranny and 
hypocrify of the Governm nt: he may pourtray 
with the energy of indignant virtue, the fraud, rapa-

city, 
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city, cruelty, and trenera1 profligacy of that Iyftem ., 
which expofes a natIon, eminent in the focial.tfts, 
in politenefs, and in every branch of ufeful and ele .. 
gant knowledge, to general deteftation, and renders . 
thofe, whom fituation and fcience have qualified to 
enlighten and proteCt, the fcourge and ftigma of the ' 
human race .. 

J.IEMOlkS 



LOUIS XVI.-THE <tUEEN-THE PRINCESS 
ELIZABETH-AND THE DAUPHIN. 

l'ICOrdi of all ages haye ..... _1tU .... · __ ., .UIiW4;;uJ.and profperity are DOt 
invariably ad virtue bat· kI­
dom occura that the praaice and purii' of the 
moft laudable priaciples are the caufe of the moft 
dreadful aud u . eel calamities. 

The life of Louis XVI. aiforda a remarkable 
{lance of thit Ual '. h Playa a ..,.. 
!larch devoted to • aoimated by the pureI 
patriotifm and v , ~ every foc:W 
duty by his OWll GaoapIc, yet purfuel by the moil 
barbara cal~ 0 with the 
unhearcl • • •• • prifenecI; detJlIOJ1_ 

dered, of fepuiuc,.,.,. ..... ,..... 

• his DUDe ... _ 
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Am\lre .. 
menu. 

ME,MOIR.S 0' 

repeat ruth reproaches with all th~ eonfidence of 
exulting fuperiority. He underIl:ood Latin re~·k. 
ably well, and Englifh was familiar to him. He 

. was well verfed in hiftory, mathematics, the 
Btlfes-Letttes, and politics; and his knowledge of 
geography was fo extenfive, that he is acknow­
ledged by madame Roland, who, though her judg­
ment may be queftioned, cannot be fufpecred of par­
t~lity, to have been the beft geographer in his king­
dom b. He had a ready and tenacious memory < ; 

was ei:tremely affidUOU8; read !lowly and carefully, 
and conftantly made notes or extraCts of firiking 
Or ufeful paffages. 

The modefly, or rather timidity, which marked 
hi! youth wa contrafted, to unfavourably for him, 
by the franknefs and good humoured gaiety of his 
brothers, tbe count de Provence (now Louis XVIII.) 
and the .count d' Artois, that he was much lefs be­
loved by the courtiers than he had a right to ex­
pea; and from the manner in which they reported 
and comp:1ented on his words and aCtions, he was 
compelled to adopt a referve which even amounted" 
to a hefi~tiOD in his delivery, that feemed to an­
nounce fear and fufpicion. 

In his amufements Louis difplayed that love of 
the ufeful and agreeable, which in the eye of can. 
dour would appear among the brighteft prefages of 
hi youth. He was fond of agriculture, and had 
a refpet\ even for thore who laboured manually in 
that ufeful occupation. He under~ and judi­
cioutly prOllloted the mechanic artie He, in com. 
mon with moIl: oth perfons of hiJth rank in 
France, had a lathe, and amufed bimleIf in turn­
ing i he is {aid to have excelled in making locks, 
and to hay~ ~en ~guIarly mquifitive about 
every mechanical mvenuon. There, it muft be re-

~ ~ppel a Ylm.partiale PolleritE, v~!. ii. p.6 •. 
Btrtrand I Private MemOirs, yol. II. p. u. Life of Dumouricz. 

"01. it. p •• p. Appel, &~. vol. ii. p.6. 

colleCted, 
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.. colleCted, were hi relaxations, and as fuch, were 
no erely jufl:ifiable by comparifon with ot~r pur .. 
fuits in themfelves criminal or immoral, hut were 
in the higheft degree laudable. They ennobled, by 
example, thofe employments which teach patience 
and perfeverance; they took off the contempt which 
haughty ignorance had applied to them; aDd they 
infpired an honefl: pride and patriotic emulation in 
thofe whom neceffity compelled to follow thofe 
valuable arts. 

When Louis had attained his eleventh year, he Death of 
was deprived, by death, of the benefit of his father's I~~ dau. 

inftruCtions. The brilliant prof pea opened by this I'lln. 

event had no charms for the young prince; his 
filial affeCtion rendered him infenfible to the views 
of grandeur and for fome time he felt a renewal 
of his grief at being diftinguHhed by the title of 
dauphin. 

The habits of Louis XV. correfponded fo ill with 
the fi ntiments infpired by education in his fucceffor 
in expeCtancy, and the perfons who formed the 
court of the monarch were fo little agreeable to the 
~afte of the prince, that he was content to veil his 
difguft under the femblance of apathy. He was 
willing to appear dull and ignorant to thofe with 

. whom vice was the only proof of wit, profligacy the 
only teft of knowledge. This refl:raint, fo early 
praCtifed, and fo rigidly adhered to, gave to its 
poffeifor an appearance of increafed embarraffment 
and fl " and prevented his obtainini credit 
for that cindour and integrity which were his real 
cha1'lB:eriftic •• 

The perfc:m of Louis has been no left mifl'epre. Perron of 
rented than hi. miBd. A female author, who began LOlli •• 

a pretended hiftory of the revolution, has defcribed 
,he king as fufliciendy ugly to difguft his c:Ollfort, 
Jlld almofl: excufe thofe exceil'es which ihe fo cop i-
ouay and falfely attributes to the queen". The 

• Mn. WollftoDcc;r&ft" Hillory of the llCToiutioD, P.I33. 
B 3 corrcanefs 
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correanefs of her report might be fairly quell:ioned .. 
from the tenor of her whole performance, whie!{ i$ 
a mere rhapfody of libellous declamations, in which 
the facts are admitted without examination, and put 
together without confiftency; but a better refuta~ 
tion arifes from the reports of thofe who well knew 
the late king, and from the portraits of him pub~ 
li1hed under the heft authorities c. The following 
defcription of him by M. Montjoye, I have every 
reafon to think, is in general correct (: "Louis 
" was endowed with a good conftitution, and with 
" an extraordinary {hare of corporeal ftrength. His 
" height was five feet five inches c. He carried his 
" head with dignity. His forehead was large, and his 
" fcatm t::; fl:rongly marked; he had rather a down~ 
" caft, though a il:eady look. His eyes were blue and 
" large; he had full cheeks, a well-proportioned 
" mouth, and regular teeth; hi lips were fomewhat 
" thick, like thofe of moil: of the Bourbons, antl his 
" 1kin remarkably white. In the latter years of his life 
" he grew rather corpulent; but thi embonpoint be~ 
" came hini, and gave to his gait a degree of firm~ 
" nefs equally remote from aukwardnefs and nee 
"gligence. Though naturally lively, he feldom 
" laughed aloud, and thofe who were not admitted 
" on a footing of familiarity, thought him ferioua 
" and referved. Even at the time when he ad-
" diCled himfelf to violent exercife, which his con. 
" ftitution rendered neceffary, he was always fober. 
" Till hill acceflion to the throne he d thing 
" bot water; he afterwards mixed it, b never 
" drank wine alone, except now and then, after 
" meals, when he fopped a bit of bread in foreign 
.' wine!' I have been more particular in {lating 

e See. particularly. one in Bertrand's Memoirs publi/lled (rom I. 
ori~illil ponrlit. 

r Eloge, p. 3' .... 
, Frenrh lDCIfurc-cqull to upwardi Df five feet tcn inches En­

glilh. 

there 

• 
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, tnefe facts, becaufe amongfl: the vices with which 
der fullied the name and memory of this un­

fortunate prince, gluttony and the love of drink­
ing fl:and confpicuous. Even Dumouriez, the pre­
tended royalifl:, afferts that the corrupters of his 
,outh, in order to degrade hi charaCter, "infpired 
" him with jlltlitioUJ vices, fuch a anger and the 
" love of wine h." On the former point Dumou-
riez, with his ufual difregard of truth and confifr. 
ency, confute himfelf in the very fame volume, 
where - he ufes the following expreffions: "The' 
" world is much dect:iv d in refpect to the charac-
" ter of this prince, who ha beeil defcribed a a 
" violent and choleric man, who l1vore frequently, 
" and \ as accuftom d to treat hi miniflers with 
" much roughn ii'. Dumouriez, on the contrary, 
" ought to do him jl1fl:ice by obn rving, that during 
" he thr e month he wa accufiom d to fee him, 
" and that-too in ery difficult fitllations, he always 
" found him lite, mild, affable, and very pa-
" ti nt I." With r fp ct t the love of wine, whIch 
Dumouriez i not afhamed to impute to him, with-

ut vouching fing . fiance in fupport of it, and 
which has been alleged againft the king by fo 
many fhamelefi libellers, till a general belief of it 
ha prevailed; it is fo totally defiitute of found­
ation, fo abfolutely void of [anction from thofe au­
thors ho either knew the king or had any regard 
for veracity, that little he,fitation is necelfary in 
placing this among thofe efiorts of calumny, by 
which the parafites of the Palais Royal endeavoured 
to aJIimilate the character of the virtuous monarch 
with that of the duke of Orleans k. 

At the age of fifteen, Louis efpoufed Marie An- J ~10. 
minette Jofephe Jeanne of Aufiria, a fifter of the em- :tal;e~ar. 
peror Jofeph II., of the queen of Naples, and the 

h Life of Dumouriez. vol. ii. p. s. Jbid. p •• 7-. 
II S~ CODjuration de d'Oiluns, vol. ii. r. sn. 

B 4 duchefs 
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duchefs of Parma l daughter of the emperor Francia \ 
I. by the celebrated Maria Therefa, queen of • 
gary and Bohemia. This marriage was confidered 
'" the moft prudent and aufpi.ciou for France which 
.could pofiibly have been contraCted. It feemed the 
harbinger of peace and felicity. "It was fcarccly 
" pofiible," fays an elegant author, "that France 
" ever again fhould be engaged in a continental 
'c war. Befides the dowry of her beauty and 
" virtue, fhe brought to the kingdom the fair por. 
" tion of perpetual peace with that formidable ane! 
~, hoftile power, bet vixt which and France an ani-
~, mofity, kindled centuries before, and frequently 
." maintained with bitternefs and raneour, had drain .. 
" cd the heft blood of bOlh countries, and deformed 
~, the face of all Europe. Thi violence wu now 
" to e 'pire for ever upon the lips of beauty, and 
~, this fortunate woman wa to compofe the tumult 
" of the nations with her [mile 1." 

The beauty of the dauphinefl was indeed fuch as 
to jufrify there prepoifeffion. Envy and menda~ity 
have not dared to deny her charms, though they 
have made them the foundari of the groifeft ca· 
lutIl1lies. I forMar to quote thofe fublime efforts 
which defcribe her perf on with all the glow of fen. 
fibility, and avail myfelf of the fimple tribute of 
friendfhip to give a fa4lt fk teh of the perron 
and manners of thi unfortunate princefs. " a· 
4' ture had form d Marie Antoinette to fit on ~ 
f' throne, A rnajellic height, a dignified beauty, 
" a manner of hiding her head, which ia dUlieult 
f' to defcribe, combined to infpire ref pea. On 
-~ days which were fet ;apart to receive the homage 
.' of the court, {he appeared queen of the univerfe • 
• ' Her features, without being rgular, were full of 
fC charma; . they were embellifhed by her com.,. 
ff r1exion, which fpread over her face a dazzling 

J Wilde', AclcIrcf, to tile Friends of \be feopl~, p. 9-
~, bril1i~cy. 
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, "brilliancy. The moll engaging manners accom­
" nied thefe channs. Nobody knew the art of 
" obliging like this princefi. The moll unimport-
" ant favour conferred by her, became doubly va 
" luable, and penetrated the mind with the moO: 
" lively ~atitude, from the winning graces with 
~, which It wa accompanied·." . 

, 

This nuptial celebration, fo aufpicioU8 in its po. ~ccid~nt 
liocal refultJ, wa attended with an accident which III Pam, 
embittered enjoyment, and gave rife, in the minds of 
the fuperftitio\bl, to doleful prefages, 'hich time too 
fatally verified. A fuperb firework was prepared in 
the PkKe dt UWI XV. and the condourfe of fp aa-
ton was fo prodigious, that, in one of the adjacent 
ftreet, a great number of perfons were fqueezed 
and trampled to death. The city was filled with 
conf1:emation, and mourning fucceeded to the ge· 
nera1 joy. 

On thi occafion, the fympalhy and benevolence Bene.o­

of the innocent caufe of thefe mi -fortune , were ad- ~nc~ uf 
antage ufiy difplayed. He fent to the lieutenant de OUI~. 

police fix thoufand livre (2621. lOS.), the ftlm al­
lotted for his private e~pences, accompanied with 
the following note: " I have heard of the mi fortune 
, which has arifen from my marriage, and am pe-
" netrated with grief. I have jult received from 
fC the king my monthly allowance of pocket mo-
f' ney J no more is at my difpofal: I tranfmit it 
" to you-dillnoute it among the moO: unfortu­
"nate." This interefting aaian made (:harity fa­
fhionable ; ~ liberal fubfcription was fpeedily 
Jiifed a. 

III Memoire. de la Duchtfe de Poligaac. pn la Comt~lI'c Diane de 
:foJicnac, p. 7· 

D A trifling circ:umft.nce II!eWI the di(polilion or rhe Prellcb It the 
tillllC. Much blame was illlpDted to Ihe police of Pari, J tbe trW ~ 
-"-", was named Jerome Armand Silnon, and bit ner1ctl nlltig­
mlu(ed by tbe following aDagram; IIJ _ ,. u-", •. 

Tho 
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The heauty and benevolence of the young (OUB e 

rendered them fo extremely popular, that the enrnu­
fiafm of loyalty amounted almoft to idolatry. On 
their firft appearance in Paris, the garden of the 
Tuilleries was filled with an immenfe crowd, who 
beheld them ith infatiate eyes, who exhaut1ed 
themfelves in benediaions, and when welrinefs 
compelled the royal vifitants to retire, deplored their 
abfence as a privation of felicity. Their behaviour 
~ this and every other occafion of appearing in 
p\,blic, increafed the popular predileB:ion. Nor 
were the more folid virtues wanting to complete 
their title to admiration: Their charitable and be~ 
nevolent difpofition difplayed itfelf in numerous aCts, 
which obtained general applaufe. 

Yet, though open to every impreffion of tender­
nefs, his mind was not deficient in firmnefs, or in­
capable of ftrenuous exertion in the caufe of virtue 
and good morals. His conduCt towards the countefs 
du Barry, the mifhef: of Louis XV., then all-power­
ful at court, is a ftriking proof of this affertion. 
From her recommendation flowed all honours, dig­
nities, and preferments; for her the efiablilhed rules 
of etiquette and ancient laws of honour were dif­
penfcd with; and to her the whole court bowed the 
knee with fuch unconditional proftration, that fub­
million feemed natural, and dominion appeared her's 
by inalienable right. The young dauphin alone 
was exempt from this meannef~. Strong in virtuQus 
principles, and fcorning to degrade hi character by 
compliances which he jufrly efteemed difhonourable, 
he refifted every advance of the countefs to obtain 
his notice, and was inflexible in his refolution not to 
countenance her, or to permit any of her relations 
or creatures to be about his perf on, or that of his 
confort. Her nephe had folic:ited the fituation of 
principal equerry to the young prince, who, in­
~eI\1ed at his prefumption, informed the favourite, 

U~ 
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~ i rong terms of contempt and indignation, that 
if er relation obtained the place, he n;lUft not at­
tempt to approach his perron, on pain of corporeal 
,thaflifement. At ompeigne, du Barry prefented 
one of her female relations at court. After having 
feen the Icing, they went to the apa ments of the 
dauphin, who, at the moment they were ~nnounced', 
wa talking to a gentleman near a window. Re­
folved publicly to difplay hi difgufl: againfl vice, he 
hardly noticed the ladie on their entrance, did not 
falute them as was cuftomary on fimilar Qccafions, 
but continued his difcourfe till their d parture', 
playing with his fingers on the panes Of gJa[s, like 
the keys of a harpfichord. J 

The young prince gave another inftance, equally Wilh ft­
liriking, of his inflexible adher Bce to the rules of dfp~EI ~~ the 

. ki h . d fi aUI,nUI. propnety. The ng aYIng arrange a upper, at eli. 
vbi h the daupbinefs and his milhdi were to be 

pl'efen ,tb dauphin declared in perf on to the king~ 
that, "though be was ready to ·lhew every mark of 
" refp a: -and fubmiffion to his fovereign, yet hi., in­
, refl: as well a his duty commanded him to preferve 
"hi wife from the approach of dilhonour." With 
thefe inftance of juvenile virtu~ and courageous 
refolution, is it poffible to credit thofe accounts 
which depict Louis XVI. as a pafiiYe witnefs of his 
wife's irregularities, oppofing them only with tem­
porary' violence, or conniving at them with uxorious 
frupidity? 

This difference of fentiment between the monarch His cau­
and the heir-apparent being generally known, im- tioll. 

pofed on the prince the necetIity of more than ufual 
circumfpeCl:ion. He was obliged, in rder not to 
appear the head of a party, to affect an indif­
ference to public affairs, to conceal hi$ acquirements 
in literature and the arts, and to veil his in­
telligence and love of fcience under an appear­
ance of levity. 

But 
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HatTed of But notwitbftanding this difadvantage, his b~. 
flattery. volent and amiable qualitieB obtained general efl:eem .. 

The referve and even roughnefs of his manner wer~ 
imputed by many to a virtuous [ource, and met witb 
proportionate refpeCl:. Some courtiers, endeavouring 
to r~mmemt themfelves by the ufual means of 
.dulation, mentioning the different titles borne by 
bis anceftors, as Ie grand, Ie- bien ai11l~, afked what 
epithet he would with to be added to .his name; 
indignant at their flatteries, and fenfible of the 
indelicacy of f\1ch a queftion, he anfwered, Ie je .. 
wr~. 

ulth Mny, The death of Louis XV. placed his grandfon on 
1l·1.... r the throne before he had completed his twentieth 
~::~ acce - year 0. The public, difgufted with the weaknefs, 

profligacy, and extravagance which had charaaer .. 
iCed the concluding years of the late reign, knew 
no bounds to their joy; they hailed his acceffion 
as the golden moment of reviving happinefs, 
and the word Refurrexit was placed on the pe-

" deftal of the ftatue of their idolifed monarch 
Henry IV. 

Cballge 01 The firft meafures of his reign ",ete calculated tQ 
Dlillilhy. juftify and increafe this predileaion. He recalled 

the parliaments whom his grandfather had btl· 
nithed p. He removed from the miniftry the duke 
d' Aiguillon, and the whole faaion of the countefi 
d\l Barry, and repofed his ConfiddlCe on the count 
de Maurepas, a man whofe age poin~ him out as a 
tit mentor for fo YO\\Dg a monarch. But . 1IlQ 

• Duri", the I.ll mntf. of tile old kin,. hi. rUCfftror extliltited 
• remarkable inftance of piIIty ... \1 cbari,y. The fotlewi1lg 1ICIte, 

hich he ",.ott to the ~ Tcrrai, nplains and illuftrates tbe tranf­
.aion witho\lt a camment. .. Mr. Comptroller-general, I Ittg you 
.. will imqJediattly 4iiftri~te two hllDc1re4 tbuuralld livre. (11 So I.) 
.' .. CIA" tbe poor of Pari., to ptay 10 God for tbe king. If you. 
ot "'iIIlt thK too I ..... a fom. ~a it from tbe allowance of the 
~r •• pIIlner. alMl myfeJf." Allecdote1, &C. yoJ. i. p. ~,. 

, Impartial Hi~l1. p •• 0, &c. 

rure, 
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'" r; ,though founded in the moIl laudable mo­
tives, was not well judged; it is difapproved by 
writers of the beft information 9, and the fubfequent . 
misfortunes of the nlo.aarch are afcribed to this un. 
fortunate choice r. Maurepas was above feveDty; 
having been minifrer at the age of fifteen, he had 
been difmiffed and banirhed in the prime and vigour 
of life, and was now, in his old age, to direCt a young 
monarch, and govern a kingdom. He was entirdy 
unfit for his fituation, but at the fame time mild, af. 
fable, and complying. He employed under him 
men by no means qualified for heir office, remark­
abl rather for probity than talents and fome of 
them, particularly M, Turgot, extremely dangerous 
from a difpofition to favour new fyftems " 

13 

m the firft council which he atfembled after his Tbeking'. 
acceffion, I::.Ouis VI. ufed thefe words: "My ecoQORl1· 

, gr eft defire' to render my people happy'." 
Thi e prcffion denoted his genuine fel1timents, and 
Ii m t h ye form d the grand principle of hi con-
QU • H wa early informed of the wretched ftatc 
in which die finane had been left by his predecefi'or, 
and made it hi great bufinefs to reftore them to 
ord r by e ablilhing a fyftem of economy. He 
~an, like a virtuous prince, by aCts of felf denial 
and privation. He refufed on his acceffion the 
tribute called 10YlUX Qvcnement u; and lhewed hoW' 
much he preferred the profperity of the people to 
the fplendor of the thront; by fuppreffing the mouf. 
guetai.rC!S, a ~rd feleaed from the beft families in 
the country. In this meafure the king liftened to 
the dictates of benevolence, rather than thofe of 
prudeDce. In fuppreffing this honourable guard. 

.. BouiJlt'~ MeRloi". p. IS • 
• Life of DumC/lirie', yol. ii. p. 6. 
• B-luilJe's Me:moin, p. I J. ~ alfo Life of Demourin, .. I. ii. p ••• 
t Anecdotes, &t. yol. i. 1" .,. 
aId.p·le. 

he 
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he eakened the throne, and took from the nobiljr.f 
one motive of pedonal attachment.... He revoKed 
perUiODB which were not given in reward of fome 
aCtual fervice, and laboured to reduce the profit of 
contraCts. In the eftabWhed troops, befides the 
moufquetaires, he fuppreffed the Gendarmu de fa 
garde, the light horfe, and the horfe grenadiers. He 
afterwards abolilhed torture, the droit d' Aubaine, and 
the cor'Vfel, and gllve freedom to the fale of provifions. 
HC.c&rried his economy 0 a very fevere extent in his 

febOld; he fuppre[ed one hundred and fix do­
ic officers. He reduced to one half the number of 

perfons employed in his chamber, difcOJItinu the 
tables of all the great'oiicersof the croWD, abolUhed 

pofts of querries, kept only one iable, ailci 
CDWl numb r of pafl'cs, and fuppretfer1 the, gr 
falconry, the /fllIV ""ric and 'L'au/rait (wolf.hunt and 
boar.hunt). Th queen entering into th views of 
her hufband, exercifcd a fhi economy ill her own 
efLablifument, fuppreiling places to the aUlount of 
nine. hundred \houi~Uld livre ' (39,375 1.) a.year X. 

Ri. muni. The progrer!> of economy, however, did not ex· 
litem. tend to the exc1ufion of grat national obj as. The 

aim of thl! monarch was to eftabliili ordt!r in the 
c and to eak. the burdel of the eaple; bUt 

~ tended his ~onage to aU thofe orka whicA 
~ed to ~dizc and give fplendor to the 
• aDd to many in . . cit. He ew.iIi" 

ra d every undertaking • conduced t 
belWhmellt be capital, haf~' ~I"_.l"', 
habitall H ilt a ne 
the • and had his • 
of t~ WI hole14IX9C~I)U&I! 
dead are heaped t 

bUilt, w'her 
aior to" 

" Aaetdotu, &c. yolo i. p. 1]3. 

age 
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e of men of letters many inftances are given, fa­
vourable n leu to his difcernnlent than munifi~ 
cenc Y. Hi generofity to Leonard Eul r, !lfplays 
at nce hi love of merit and zeal for hi country. 
The formation of a powerful navy was ever a prin­
cipal obje of the king's fo~ci[Ude; uler ~ad 

ritt n a book on the conftruCtion and manreuvrmg 
f ihips, a copy of wruch was prefented to Louis. 

H r ad it with avidity, and declared that the au· 
. thor d £ rved the gr~titude of every governor of a 

n uon. He immediately ordered him a gratuity. 
ruch he accompanied with the rnoft gracious com-

plimen.t . \ 
,omemplating the fpirit of economy and pru- Calumnies 

entia! munificence which diree ed the whole con- refurcd. 

du of Low ; confidering his voluntary facrificea 
f fplendor to the good of hi people, and the ef. 

fi· of his retr nchm Ilt , in what light are we to 
nfidcr the alf~rtion f a pretended hifl:orian, that 
I.h court of LOlli IV. and ev n th fe of the 
regent nd LOlli XV. ,er parfunoniolls com. 

" par d to that of Lou' X VI. ~ ?" on luering the 
facility 

"I mong innumerahle inltanccs of the king" bentvolence to mm 
of I~ttu ill cyery clals, may bc fclcAed the pc:nfion he hellowed 01\ 
<;h Inlun, hi Ijlontan us kindntC, to dc Bellui, author of the SUr' U 

l,lII, tragedy, and hi encour1gement of thc drama culled £f',' "" 
Cmir. Laui . XV. b<l prohibited Ihcrtprefent3tion of this pirce, be. 
e tM mora lift r.fi~1id on a IIlunllrc:b IIck1iAed to the dilgnc:end 

icc o( fi!rinki g. Loul' XVI. c:.ommandcd tbe performance, ~PI'rt)vCII 
its morAl t<ndtney, an<! ordered III frequent repet.rion ; plain pl"oof 
of tbefalftttood of thofe who ~ him of being infetlc(i ",ilh a PfO-

p lIUIY fo ding. Sec Anec:_~, &c. voL. i. Po 24- 11 s. 
iO l'ag«, 1101. i. p. 61/' It is curious to It3Ce this .br,ml alJ"enion to 

il' (OurCt'. Ibballd, wit" dllt Inattention to Inllh which dillinguiftll:' 
Jl' ",y. t.,... .. be pomp of ttie ... of LOuis XIV. "'at par .. 
.. lillt(my, wl,to cORlP!lred 10 the Prodigal}l! of Loui. XV. and hi. 
f( fUC1:cI'for." (Binory of tlte Revo{thion, p. y.) Thul he conceala a 
r IIClO.rms bhthooo by ad-.nclng a l.,ecioua polllion, of which 0II1j 
onc h If is true. The ex.,enC41 of ~ xv.. did ~h.pt ..... 
thofe ot Louis xrv. though "CD Ibat it doublr" .. conlidering the 
:lItem:! alue of Inoney. But du: eJClu:nCft of Louis XVI. were fo (ar 
from exceeding whal was requilite I fUl'port the decent eXluiDt of 
.. oy~lty. Ihlt even malice it/i:lf, hunilJieJ wirh all the means of proof, 
could never fubftanliate the ch3r e. The author of the Impart.al 

Jiilo.iy, 
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facility h i9hich he tefigned all thote guatd aJl_ 
officer~ who Ormed a rampart round the throne, 

bat credit it due to an -author who advances~ " that 
&, Louis as tenacious of power, and never parted 
" widt it but with extreme reIua-ance, and that the 
" misfortunes of his concluding years appear to 
U have been greatly aggravated, if not in a meafure 
"created, y this drcumftance a ?" Tbat the king 

not willing to give up, unconditionally, all the 
ogatives inherited from his anceftors, r to re .. 
uilh the pittance of authority referved by the 
·tution, can hardly be imputed as a crime; and 
ofe parts of the condufi of any individual, 

ich are not criminal, are nevenhelefs attended 
• h finifter c nfequences, it appear a daring effort 

malignity to affert that he OCcaflOnecl tbofe mif. 
fortune whIch obvioully refult from the perverfcnefs 
of others. But waving the incorreClnefs of [he in. 
ference, the allegation is contrary to faa. .A perfon~ 
who had much tter means of inf.?rmation, and 
poiI'etred a greater fund of candour than the author 
I have quoted, fpeaks thus of the king: "While 
K every body was butied in acquiring, he paffed in 
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, review thof! prero ati es which he might fe· 

" nounce without weakening the authorit neceifary 
" to government; and pr pared himfelf, without 
" pain, to make the facrifice a." 

At the ace flion of Louis XVI. the queen was ex- Condua 

tremely popular. he French nation, long indignant of the 

at tl e domina ion of the countefs duBarry, hailed with qu ~n. 
joy the name of queen, " hi h Ii emed to give them an 
lIDportance and di ruty, the want of which they had 
Ion r retted. Th beauty of her perfon, the known 
a tach .n t of the king, the ndearing kindnelfes 

hi h youth and profperity prompted b, and the 
public heard with delight, appeared to add to the 
felicity and confeq ence of every Frenchman, who, 
in he bli£ f hi m n reb, and tbe fplendour of the 
TO 1 fa il ,Ii m d to find his own. The manner 
f th queen ~ere calculated to increafe this pre. 
ffeffion. onli iou of internal dignity, and fecur 

f her wn fuperiority, fhe no aid from ex-
traneou refources ; never of her power to 
command refp t\:, fhe of all its 
formalities, and folicited freem. it belonf?ed 
to in the hearts of indi iduals without enflavmg 
their minds; to acquire, in private fociety, that 
affeaion hich rarely accompanies popular accla-

a Necktr on the Revolution, vo\. i. p. 99' 
b One of tb greatell in!\lnces of thi., was the manner in whieh 

the king bellowed on his c;onfort the fe t called Trianon. Whil. 
daupbin , /be had often expre1red a defire to peifer. a C;OUDII·y.feat 
of her own. After his Beeemon, the kinjt recolleRing the cilcutU~ 
dance, offered her the h 0 feats called /, trllM, and /. jIIlll 'TriQ_, fay~ 
ing, .. That" tbofe beautiful rec; Ires had alway. been appropriated 
t. to tht "J"I/I1"".riltl, they could now, Wilh plopriety, belong only 
.. to her." Sh aceer ed I. puit 'Trillr."" with a c;ondition made in 
laughter, that he /bould 0 Iy com there when invited. The lir/t 
uf, /he made of her new acquifition ":'11 to ir.vite her hu!blnd to an 
entertainment there; and /he :\flcrwarcl. fuewed great talle, and fiat­
ttred .I)im in the moll fenfible pornt, by laying out lhe gareltn. in th. 
Englr/h yle, and by building twelve cottag , in the park, in which 
were efiabli/ht<l as many poor familie.. Anec;dotes, &c;, vol. i. 
p. 3S' S7S. Me alfo Arthur Young's Travel •• p. 69' 

VOL. I. c marlon, 
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~tion, by the ufe of that condefcending expreffio 
" I am no longer queen, I am myfelf c

." She was 
the patronefs of mirth and gaiety. ; and if the plea­
fures (he fan 'oned occafionally tranfgrelfed the 
limits of ilritl: prudence, or violated the gravity of I) 

court decorum, by permittin~ deep play, and en­
couraging fome flight indifcreuons, fuch as the re­
pretentation "Of dramatic pieces, it muil not be for­
gotten that the(e were the extreme bound to which 
the cenfure of the moll: rigid can extend. I am aware 
that this opinion has many prejudices to encounter 
among thofe whofe minds have been poifoned by 
malignant publications, which I forbear to fpecify d ; 

and am.ong thofe who rely indolently on a generally 
accredited report, and who do not calculate the 
furce of Hander confid ntly and audacioufly repeated, 
but think that no opinion can become current with-
out fome foundation in truth. I {hall not, in fu ture, 
interrupt the courfe of narration to refute general 
calumnies, or to r I unfounded infinuations; but 
I intreat the r to difcard from hi mind the 

• ons of her enemies, and the 
feeble extenua • of pretended impartialill:s, and 
purfue attentively the courfe of the queen·s con· 
duC\:. Let him [urvey her fulfilling, with zeal and 
exemplary propriety, the moil arduous duties of 
wife and mother, in circum1l:ances the moll: trying; 
let him contemplate the unabated affecHon which 
conll:antly fubfified between her and her hufband, 
which no fufferings could enfeeble or alienate; let 
him confid r the r folution with which fhe bore up 
again{\: infult, the dignity with which the fubmitted 
to misfortune; let him then examine the fource of 
there calumnies, fee how they are dellitute of proof; 

c Memoin de 1a Ducbclre de Polignac, p. 17. 
" Thefe infaQlolIs and obfune pamphlet. tbe reader of tafte or de­

licacy will hue littl. inclination to puuCe. A complete Cummary of 
the Recu(ation. conveyed in them will be found Ua Mn. WoUlloDc­
crait'. HidOf}' of tbe ltevollluoo, p. U-J 1:, 

and 
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then judge whether fuch conduct: CaR be pro. 
duced in the fame mind with fuch atrocious guilt, 
and whether the caufe of thefe flanders is not fuffi. 
ciently evident to prove that they are not entitled to . 
the l1ightell: belief. 

The progrefs of economy had been fuch as to 1117' 

flatter the benevolent ~eart of the young ~on~rch ~~~ncln 
with the moll: encouraglDg hopes, when all hIs vtews 
, ere deranged, and all the good effeCts ofhisfolicitude 
fuperfeded by the part he was perfuaded to take in 
the war between England and America. Without ~ 
e pr fling any opinion tefpeCling the juilice of this 
conteIt, it is eafy to demonftrate that every principle 
of found policy fhould have united to deter the king 
of France from ngaging in it. He himfelf was 10 
fenfible f thi in his latter days, as to declare 
that advantage had been taken of his youth e. 

The queen avowed herfelf a decided partifan of 
the Americans, and her influence rendered their 
caufe falhlonable (. The young nobles of France 
confidered America as the theatre of glory, and haft. 
eued thither to learn the art of war'. They returned 
flufhed with fuccefs, and replete with new theories 
of government. The political writers and fpeakers 
in France had already learned to reduce their argue 
ment refpeCling America to a diletnma; ither 
Louis was the patron of infurreaion, or the defender 
of right, on abftraCl principle: if the patron of in. 
furreaion, he was a mere tyrant, who facrificed his 
people to fupport an unwarrantable undertaking; if 
the defender of right, how could he fhed the blood 
and expend the treafure of his people to fupport thofe 
rights in others, which they themfelves ineffeClually 
claimed ? 

It is not my intention to recite all the circum- c.ufe. or 
fiances which led to the French revolution, but tbe FRacla 

(eYolu. 
e Bcrtr.md '. Memoin, vol. ii. p. 31. tion • 

• ' Impartial Hit!ory, vol. i. p. J6. Platfair', Hifto,.,. of ]aeobill­
lim, p. ,I. 

I Impartial Hiftorl, ubi fupra. 
C 2 rne~ly, 
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merely, in this place, to advert to/ucb as ~erforial ~ 
affeCted the monarch, and as he himfeJf 1111gbt have 
obviated or remedied. It is foreign to my purpofe 
to revi w the fl;ate of the country; to difcufs the 
rights and encroachments of the different orders of 
the fl:ate; to fix he proportion which population held 
to induftry and re enue; and to afcertain hether 
the want of an aCtive war, and the difufe of monafric 
vows, contributed or not to an excef: of population 
which banifhed content and facilitated infurreCtion. 
I {hall not purfue the labour of thofe writers, called 
Economill, who gave ri[~ to delufive hopes of 
plenty, and vented themfelves in exaggerated com­
plaints, fears, and furmife, who banilhed public 
fpiri , and l1;lade the whole nation niggardly upon 

,- princi Ie; nor {hall I attack the labour of the En­
cyclopedias, who tern rarioufly broached new doc­
trines in religion and politics, who weakened the 

;:..... power of faith, and loofem:d the bonds of aU giance : 
I fhall not attempt to defcribe the fluCtuations of 
public opinion, and {hew how far policy might have 

['r) been combin d with force to r flore the fplendour 
_ of authority, and gi aability to the regal po" er. 
--- To unit fo many view, and diIplay the pr ife 

operation of each {pecific caufe, ,v,ould ceed the 
bounds and tranfgrefs the int ntions of a work like 
tbi~: it is the talk of Biftory. 

The reforms aIr ady ftated which weakened the 
in8uence of the crown, and drove rom the court 
many whom intcrea, if not duty, would otherwi!e 
ha e r nd r d vigilant about the monarch; the fup­
prefIion of pomp, the idol of the multitude; and 
moa of all, the Am ri :m war, which impov rifhed 
he treafury, and gave nergy to faftious fpeculation~ 

I confider as the principal cauti s of the revolution. 
I fay the principal, not the only caufe ; thofe above 
mentioned certainly had their lhare; and I have, in 
the tourfe of this work, adverted to others which 
were no lefs efficient. I have difplayed the exertions 

t \ 3 \ 1 v- \ 6 and 
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artifices of a fecret confederacy, formed in the 
receffes of darknefs and guilt, and extending its 
banefu l influence over the greater part of Europe' ; 
I have defc nt d on the writin sand finifter efforts 
of an ambitious miniIl:er, who was content to inflame 
the people and diforganize the government to favour 
hi O'\\' n private view h: and I have not omitt c1 to 
no ice the guilty ambition of a prince'of the lood, 
who afpired ,ith ut knowing the precife limits of his 
view and became he tool and pr y of intriguers, 

ithout ha"ing afcertained to what exatt point their 
projetts tended I. 

To the chara.cter of the duke of Orleans are prin­
cipally to be afcribed the violence and maiigRitywhich 
diftinguifue the revolution. That prince, funk in 
contempt, and in erfed in fenfu ality, was not in­
fenfi Ie 0 the voice of ambition; but while the 
queen exhibited no fign of re nancy, he awaited, 
, i hou mot1on, thofe events which mi h raife 
himfelf or his defcendants to the throne, and t aliCe 
thofe hopes in which his ancefiors had been difap­
pointed k . The fllfifb views which he affetted to 
render illufirious y mifcaUing them ambition, were, 
by thi' ent, expofed to almoIl: certain .clj(appoint­
rnent. It d !troyed all thoft: hopes which had been 
fo fondly cherifued, and 1 ft no refource but fccret 
calumny and op 11 violence. 

• e pregnancy of the queen did not take place 117S. 

tillfue had been manie eight years alld a half; it ;:e:n" 
was then nnounc d 0 the in labitants of Paris by an pregnu­
act of beneficence truly piou ' and royal, and which 'y. 
Marie Antoine[te often rep ated in the courfe of her 
reign. She fent to the direCtor of the nffice for wet­
ni.Qfes a urn of three thoufand livre (13 I I. 5 J.) 
to bi:: employed in procuring the liberty of unfor­
tunate parents, imprifoned for non-payment of the 

I ee Mill A II! AU . h Ste NECKI... 1 See OJ.L!A1U. 
Relideoce In France, t dited hy John Gifford, v I. i. p. 384--

C 3 debts 
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debts contraaed for -their children '. Prayers £ 
the queen were offered up in all parts of the king­
dom; and feveral companies, military, religious, and 
municipal, difplayed- their loyalty in act: of devotion 
and benevolence m. 

At len~h the queen was delivered of a daughter, 
who was nnmediately baptized by the name of Marie 
Therefe Charlotte, and received the title of Madame, 
flile du Roi, though the prevailing cufiom has been 
to call her Madame Royale ft. The municipal officers 
of Paris imitated their fovereign, by delivering from 
prifon a great many fathers of families; and the qtleen 
herfelf difplayed her charity in a manner no lefs in. 
terelling than engaging. She caufed to be feleCl:ed 
:a hundred young women, poor, and of good cha. 
Reker, from the different parifhes in Paris, to each of 
whom fhe gave five hundred livres (:2 I I. 17 s. 6 d.) 
as a marriage portion; two hundred Jivres (8 I. ISS.) 
to purchafe a fuit of clothes for their hufbands; and 
twelve livres (JO S. 6 d.) for a wedding dinner o. 

But while the queen was thus difplaying the good­
ners of her difpofition, the engines of calumny were 
already employed in undermining her reputation, in 
damping the public joy, and in depreciating the aCl:s 
of benevolence which charmed the people. Thefe 
efforts were more defp rately renewed when the 
withes of the royal family were crowned by the birth 
of a prince. On that occafion the public fe . ity 
was unbounded, and the royal munificence no lets 
confpicuous than on the former occafiop. The 
king granted an exemption from the capitation or 

J It may be necem (y to inform the rtad r, that in Paris thm was 
;tn office. where "'OUlU from the country clme to (.frer their fen'iar •• 
nur I th y ere retained by the Bourgeoifes, and if the lIipulated . w. e. were not duly paid, the nudes bad arm i1y alr-' inft the hue. 
band of their eml,loyut. by imprilOnnlt t in a rumm~ry way, aDd 
without tbe dtlay ;ncicieot to Oldinary proceffcs • 

.. Anecdotes. &c. vol. i. p. 28,_ '96. 
• 'd. p. SOJ. old. p. 3 J4. 

poll 
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ll:tax for a year to the poorer dafs of bis fubjeCl: 
r~fiding in the capital; liber.ated great number ~f 
prifoners for debt In the provInces; reftored to thelr 
parents all thofe legitimate children whom diltrefs 

• had compelled them to leave at the fOlolndling-hof. 
pita!; paid the debts of prifoners in Paris to the 
amount of four hundred and fixty-four thoufand 
livre, (20,300/') and difcbarged many who were 
imprifoned for crimes. The queen propofed an aCt 
of charity of the molt extenfjve and beneficent de. 
fcription, but the t!eafury would not authorife its 
being carried into execution. Her projetl: as to 
redeem and reftore to ,the owners all tlothes nd ne· 
ceLfaries which the poor had been obliged to pawn 
at the Mont de Piete p. ' The prince, who Wt S the 
fubject of there rejoicing and charities, fortunately 
died at an early period of the revolution. :Fijs fifier 
and youn r brother were refer d to p~ticipate the 
difafter . f their family. 

The progref: of the war, the freedom of political Cal.lImnin 

dir iT. h . f h 'f\: d h agalnlt Ihl: ICUulon, t e exertions 0 t e economl S, an t e queen. 
art of a refolute faCtion, had now produced a ftate 
of anxie y and turbul nce in the public mind, which 
pr mifed to forward thofe views which a more rigid 
government, and a more profperous ftate of finances 
would have reltrained. The tongue of flander now 
rno d without reftraint againft the queen, who be. 
for had been the theme of applaufe and admiration. 
H r h oour was atfailed by the moft virulent and 
unfounded defamations; the national animofity, which 
ber union with France fuppofed to have extin. 
guithed for ever, was revived in order to load her 
with imaginary crimes. She was ~ccufed of-plunder­
ing the treafury of France to make remittances to 
her brother; as an additional infult, the was often 
n~enrioned by the odious title of J' Autri(biCJme~ 
and her feat, Trianon, was nick-named Le petit 

P Anecdote., &c. vol. i. p. 334. 
C4 VicnM. 
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Vienne q. The expences to 1; ruch fhe fubjefrea th 
nation, . and the liberality of her prefents to h r fa­
vourites, were topic of unbounded reprobation; 
in a word, ever want felt by the p ople was im­
puted to h r afeendancy while the king as repre­
fented as a m n immcrfed in f, nfuality, indolent, 
;md little better than an idiot. The falfity of thefe 
~ccufations is obvious. The queen never did, and 
never could fquander the public money in the manner 
alleged. Her expenees w!!re by no mean enormous, 
they were far infi rior"to thofe of madame du Barry; 
and h~r whole donations did not equal what Louis 
XIV. allowed to one of hi feveral miftr {fc , rna­
demoifelle Fontanges, '\ ho had three hundred tho -
fand livres (13, I 251:) a onth. It was impoffible 
that lh fhould have drawn money from the .treafury 
to remit to her brother, a fuch a tr nfaaion mu{l:" 
neceffarily have been known to a great numbef of 
perfons, and entrie muIl: have been made in various 
forms which would have afcertained the faa. Yet 
when the mofl: fhiCl: ferutinies were afterwards made, 
when ealth, honour, and applaufe would have 
be rt the m ed of difcov ry, no fuch tranfaaion 
was dif, 1 Ii d ; nor could the hardinefi of thofe 
who, by the aid of forgery, affi fred to fu ly fueh 
document as truth did not afford, ever venture 
to brin forward the flight fl: written proof on the 
fulijea. 

Th public mind was in thi fi te when peace 
was mad ith En land. N cker fays, that, "in 
~, 1781, he had 1 t the fmanc in perfea equili­
" bi-ium, but the impofls wer eonfiderable. he 
" king had prevent d their increafe, by provi 'ng 
" from hi faving an inter ft fo loans, become in­
" difp nr. ble to meet the e "trao dinary expenees 

of the war." P rhaps fo mu h of this obferv­
arion as rItes t Neck r himft If is queflionable • 

• Anecdotes, vol. i. p. n6. 
He 
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. ,.J;Ie ·continues thus: "The approaching return of 
"peac would ha e opened a new career to hope, 
, had not the king entrufted the auftere fUnCtions 
" of adminifl:ration to a man more worthy of being 
" the hero of courtiers than the minifter of a king. 
" The reputation of M, de Calonne was in con· 
" tr fi \ lith the moral of Louis X I.; and I know 
" not ' by what reafoning , or by what afcendant, 
"thi prince wa enga ed to ive a place in his 
" council to an avow d magifirate, diftinguHhed as 
, an a iable man in the moft elegant focieties of 
"Paris, but " hofe levity and principles were 
" dre d d by all France. How ofte muft fuch a 
" tel'lllinati n have been repented of? Money 
" wa laviOl d, Iar ffes multiplied, no infiance of 
, fatilit and omplaifance wa refufed, economy 

"n a e a ubj a of drifton; and to 
"Sl a fyft matic air t thi inconfider te con. 
"du for the Tfi time, the affertion was hazard-
" d, that th immenfiry of expence, by animating 
" cir ul tion, was the true principle of credit; a 
" maxim applauded y all thole who found them­
" elves fi tted to f cond the minifier in this mode of 
" ferving the fl:ate r," 

It i to e recolleCt d, that thi charaCter of M. de 
C lonne i given by his avow d opponent' many 
other author, have concurred in decrying his ad mi. 
nifiration', but it is praifed by others of equal judg­
ment and veracity I. 

The grand plan of a ort at Cherbourg, which 
was profecuted at a vafi ex cnce during his admi. 

r On the Revolution, vol. i. p, 14. 1 am apprehenlive, that (orne 
phra. sin tbis quotation are not correaly trana~te d. particularly." 
",_,a magijlralt j but not having II copy of the work in French 1 
c: 'nn t COrrtCl Ihem. 

• Iml,auial Hiflory, vol. i. p.2.J. Pages, vol, i. p, 60. Raba\ld, 
p . 3.6• Hi. orical SKelch, p. 33, Life of Dllmounez, vol, ii, p. u. 
UlfIlbe's Lett rs, p.61. Play/air's Hiftoryof Jacobinirm, p. 1'-. 

t Ste Bertrand's Memoirs, vol. i. II. 4S. Douille', Memoirs, 
p. H. Wild., Addrefs, p. 319-

nifiration, 
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ni£\:ration, would have given little umbrage to (th 
people, but the general fpirit of falfe economy ren. 
dered every expence a matter of c·omplaint. The 
purchafe of St. loud, and payment of the count 
d' Artois's debts, excited confiderable clamour, and 
difcontent was hourly increafing. 

SIft June The confl:ruCtion of a port in the channel was a 
T~1:.6 .• national objea of the full: importance. If fucceif. 
jou;,I 'jS' ful, it would have done more towards the efl:ablith. 
to Chee- ment of the French navy, than any other projea in 
hourg. which the public money could have been expended. 

The king had ever had its completion at heart, and 
was fa firuck with the utility of the fcheme, that 
for feveral years his clofet was hung with draw­
ings on the fubjea u. The cones firfl: funk had 
been defl:royed by tempefl:s, ten new cones were 
prepared, and the king refolved to pay a viiit to 
Cherbourg to fee one of them navigated and funk. 
His journey was a progrefs of benevolence ., every 
thin which could endear a monarch to his people 
mar his condua. He fpent four dayf> at Cher. 
bourg, not like a man who leaves home to gratify 
an idle curiofity, but examining, invefl:igating, and 
comparing the objeCts prefented to his notice. The 
people, yet uncorrupted by the efforts of fedition, 
received him with acclamations and benediCtion • 
He difl:ributed fome fa ours, and had intended 
more, but was prevented by the felfi£hn fs of the 
marthal de Cafirie, minifier of marin, who had 
1 ft at ari hi port-folio of intended promotions t. 

n his return h was hailed with tranfports of joy; 
triumphal arches wer ereaed, folemn fervices er 

• Life of Dumouriu, yo1. i. p. ,..80. 
"On ilitlallCC: of hI tenderner. inuit not be omit ed I a woman, 

... ·ire 10 the jallor;1I Havr • lhrrw herrclf II hi foe'. and cr:lved pardun 
for thl ~ dere .. ter~ tllen in cullody. The kin raIl' ,I her up. faying • 
.. Witb all my hurt, good wo'""" j I with you had inlt~ctded for 
.. fOil,.... ntcdote" vol. i. p. T 56. 

Life of Dumoufl I. 01. i. p ... s. 
performed 
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p rtomled in the churche , and the keys -of towns, 
broug t by the citizens in proceffion, were furren­
d red to the fovereign. The king was fo delighted 
with the,!; demonftrations of loyalty, that he de­
clared next to his confecration at Rhei the day 
of his' arrival at Cherbourg was the happieft of his 
life. The people were no lefs pleafed, and gloried 
in r peating the words of their fovereign, who to 
th ir repeated acclamations of T'i·ve Ie Raj! con­
ftancly replied, Vive 1II01l P uple! f ive man han 
Peuple Z I Yet this journey, fo laudable in its ob­
jea, fo fati faaory in its refu t, did not efcape 
fevere animadverfion. Miraheau mentions it in dif­
refpe&ful terms f cenfure: "A . g oppre{fes his, 
"fubjc with taxes badly organifed ; th day of. 
" hi acc ffion i onfecrated to feftivity ; he makes 
" an uli J nd expenfive journey ; on hi return 
" he p /fc und r triumphal arches •. " 

The virtue, the religion, the benevolence, and Att.cJtlOIl 
morals of the ing, prefented fo few vulnerabl tl\e'lu", 

point , that Dander was at a 10fs on what part of' 
his charaCter to make an attack. The queen, equally 
upright in her fentiments, was lefs guarded in her 
conduCt. In her calumny found an eafy prey;' and 
afterward , being united with fedition, made a joint 
aHac , with a view not only to injure her, but to 
debafe the king, and vilify royalty itfelf". One 
principal engine of this projeCted degradation, was 
the oifair of the necklace, in which the cardinal de The neck­
Rohan was made the dup of two intriguing adven- lace. 

turers, and the queen implicated, though fh had 
not the ilighteft participation in the tranfaaion. 
Had {he wanted fuch a necklace, {he would have 
bought and worn.it publicly; had fhe requir d money, 
there was no need to recur to a fecret and difgrace-. 

z Fer a very minute and tCTefting .c:cOIIn' of Ihi, journc)". &u 
A necdote., &c. vol. i. p. 153. 

~ Elrai fur la Seac des Illumines. Introd. p. 16. 
• Moore's View) yul. i. p. 3~. 

fu1 
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ful negociation the court bankers would have gladly 
fupplied her. But, at all event, the would ~ever have 
applied to the c;lrdinal whom lhe wa known to 
hate; or have affociated with a worthlefi adventurer, 
and a woman f low birth and educatio , and dir­
gufling manners c. Allhough thore parts of this 
fiory, which tended to incu] ate the queen, were 
never currently b~lieved, et they had the effi a of 
making her condua the topic of publi examin­
ation, an event always 'degrading, generalfy dan er-

Itrr tIC- OUS. The people received, 'Fith increafing' avidi y, 
ptocoa. every account of her profufion, and having been 

led t believe, that they were miferable beyond all 
former example, were eafily induced to impu e that 
miff'ry tv her. That J may n t return to this fub­
ject, 1 t me once for aU expofe the extreme ma-

• lice and futility of ~ h complaints. he tafle and 
ele nce hich accompani d every act of the queen 
excited uch admiration; and as {he had a fingular 
grace in giving, her predileaion was a fource of 

nvy, h r bounty of admiration, though the ne 
was 0 ferr d without reproach, the other without 
profufion. In the courfe of a r ign of eighteen years, 
h r expences amounted in the whole to about ten 
millions of livres (437,500 I.); of this about half a 
million ('21,8751.) was 'pendcd in building and 
decorations at Trianon an in the purchafe of St, 

louJ. If from thi. fum we dedua fix millions, 
(Z62~500 I.) produc d y [he fale of hateau Trom. 
pett an tflate b longino to the cr \: n, which the 
king mad over to her u Cd; th remain t.r, four mil-
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. . ... lion' ( 175,000 I.) is too inconfidera~1e to d ferve 
n lice. In faa, the leaders of fallion had efta­
blilh d many falfe points which led to endlefs in­
confifien 'es ; they made a trifling deficit an vil o( 
the firft magnitude; they charged it all to the ac­
count of the royal family, whofe expences were fo 
mod rate as to defy cenfure, and at laft were re­
duc to the pitiful neccffity of publilhing the red. 
book, to make good by lamour againft individual 
what was wanting in proof of criminality, fufficiemly 
im ortant to int rdl the public. 

,\, hile the public mind wa a itated by panic fears Ca1onn. 

and inflam d by calumny, an oppofition was COOl- difmilfcd. 

m ced in the parliament f Paris to the grant of fup-
n . 411 nne wa bliged to ac -now ledge a deficit 

o( one un red and twen ty m' 'n (5, '2 50,000 i.) ; 
he km, acqllainte with th at 'of publicopinion, 

and t only by hi d fire to relieve the diilr ill 
of his P opl ,d I, red that be would ha e 0 more 
I an or n w ta.· s' , The minifter \Va ' obli ed to 
con ' ne th Notables, for .. hom he had prepar d a 
plan at once di ifi ed, conftitutional, and expe-
dient f ; but the d ath of Verg nn occafioned de-
lay, anc1 weakened the influence of alonne; an 
opp fil ion ag:ilnfl him as formed in the clofet, 
'\\b re a vantage was tak n of the queen's diflike, 

d in the Notables, where an oppofition to his mea­
fure romi£ d both popularity and favour. His 
pI ns wer r jet d; he was obliged to quit the helm, 
and r tire from France, a ter baving been deprv d of 
the order du Saint EfJ rif. 

e Brienne, archbilhop of Thouloufe, who fuc- Admini. 

ceeded Calanne, after trying in vain to bT<..>a the flfa~i n 
phalanx formed by faCtion, and to ralle the neceifary ~de~nc. 
fupplies, after encountering oppofition from all quar-
ten., and embarr !ling government with almoft inCur-
m ntable difficultie:,a ndoned a fituation he wa no 

• Rabaud's HiftorYt p. 11. f SouilJ;;'. Memoirs. 
longer 
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longer able to hold, recommending the convocation •. ' , 
of the three eitates, and the recal of Necker, the 
popular idol '. This mini1l:er, with a rafhne[s, pre­
fumption, and ambitious felfifhnefs which eclipfe his 
merits in other refpeC1:s, convoked the Notables only " 
to rejeC1: their decifions, courted the populace and the 
Orleans faCtion by the mofr finill:er and difhonefi: 
Olean , organifed the convocation of the three efrates 
at a time and place which rendered an operi war be­
tween the three orders inevitable, and by allowing 
the tiers-el4t a double reprefentation, infured their 
conque!\:, and prepared for the fuperior orders an 
abje degradation and inevitable extinction. ' 

At the meeting of the three efl:ates the king was 
plac J iu a fituation entirely new, and more em­
barraffing than hat f any monarch before him. 
He had, in compliance with the wifh of hi people, 
call d the tates-General, y t the credit was attributed 
to a minifrer who had been obtruded on him in con­
tradiction to hi own will. He wa alarmed by re­
ports of a deficit which, though unimportant in 
itfelf, was magnified into an unlimited evil, and 
which he could acquire no popularity by annihilat­
ing, a its exifl:ence was falfely imputed fo him. 
The turbulence of the tiers-etat, their facHous pro­
ceeding againfl: the 0 h r fl:ates, and their unremit­
ting nd avours to mbarrafs government and ufurp 
all authority; th r bellious difpofitions of the Pa­
rifians' and the famine, which though in part 

ccalioned by artful and unprincipled confpiracy, 
was converted into an article f accufation againfi: 
the king, add d to hi difl:r fs, and r ndered his 
fit ation £till more critical. His authority was not 
diminifll d by any aCt formally announced, yet every 
xertion fit wa attended with difficulty and danger. 

If the declaration of hi will announced a popular 

r S~tne various binories, the Live. of de BlllBN Nl! and NacKER, 
a,nd Ih uthodtiestb re quot d. 

aCt, 
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• atl the monarch acquired but a momentary applaufe; 
• he ~as deprived of the affeetion which ought to have 

refuIted from it, by a refolute band of detractors, who 
attributed it to the fuggeftion of N cker, to unavoid­
able neceffiry, or to hypocrify: but jf th~ act an­
nounced happened to be unpopular, which the party 
in oppofition could at any time occafion, it was op­
probrioufly reviled and contumacioully refifted. 

The tiers-etat comported themfelves with all the Turbu­
vulgar licentioufnefs of men unufed to power, who ~~nCte 0:. 
were refolved to maintain their pofrs by infolence, et:t.

1er 

and to el.."tend theiT authorities by tyranny. They 
were, unhappily, but too much encourC\ged by the 
perverted populace of the capital, who, guided by a 
gang of daring confpirators, fanCtioned every effort 
of ufurpation, every ebullition of petulance • . By 
them they were fupported in thofe infolent attacks 
on he king which not only retrenched his autho­
rity in the admi ifiration of affairs, but purfued him 
in the hour of dejeflion, and to the receffes of pater­

3f 

nal fenfibility, with clamorous defiance and brutal 
pertinacity. Thus was applaufe, infread of con- sill June. 
tempt, enfured to the treacherous pantomime of the 
Tenni -court; thus were the benevolent intentions of "3d June, 
the monarch r-efifl:ed with undifguifed contumely, 
and ftigmarized with unqualified rancour. The 
minift r, who had advifed the meafure which brought 
the cQntefl: to its firfl: critis, and deferred his mafter 
when his fervices were moft neceffary, was idolized, 
while the confiQing monarch became a virum to his 
fuggefl:ions, and devoted to popular odium. This 
{tate of conftraint extorted from him that pathetic 
expreffion, " J6 n' ai cu, depuis quel'!.ues annles, que 
" des infians de bonhcur,"-" For lome ,ears paft 
c' I haw: only felt a few moments of happmefs h ." 

• Moor~·. View, vol. i.p. '59- For dttails of the other faa. 
aboYe Itatw, Cn the Lives of Nrc""., MIlA.I"V, OIlL' •• " aAd 
»A11.1. "f, add the a\lthllriti~. there qUilted, -

~ The 
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Union of The moIl: material point to the ticrl-etat w.:s the . 
the orden. verification of powers and tranfaCl:ion of bufinefs in 

a common affembly. This the other tw~ orders re­
fined with the refolution of m.en who were confcious 
that their eJUnence depended on the refult of the 
contell:. The tide of popularity ran violently againfi: 
them, and fome' treacherous individuals exhibited 
int ntions of defeCl:ion. The king, ever anxious to 
comply with what he confidered the willi of .his 
people, favoured the union f the orders, which he 
was now brought to confider as the only means of 
givin~ p ce and refi:oring tranquillity. Some of the 
nobihty who were moIl: in his confidence, particularly 
th duc de Lu em bourg, remonfirated againfl: the 
ml!dfur, as prcs.,rnant with the moIl: fatal confe­
quenccs. The king, however, perfevered in his 
determination, and difclaimed every project of re­
finance with that truly patriotic exclamation, " I will . 
"not {uffer a fingle lif to be lo{!: in my caufe t." Ac­
cordingly a m flage was fent to the nobility, requir­
ing them to join the tiers-etat, which, notwithftand­
ing a very igorous oppofition from the vifcount de 
Mirapeau, ,a complied .. ith k . Before we blame 
the king' condu in this particular, it is neceffary 
not only to appreciate the virtues by which it was 
aCt:uated, but duly to weigh the difficulties of hi 
fituation, and the uncertain refult, under all circum­
fiance , of a contrary mode of proceeding. It is 
neceffary to c nfider the total impoffibility (jf re. 
{toring propri ty and decorum to a legifiature, one 

t "onjuration de d'Orleans. \'01. i. p. 31i3. Moore's View, vol. i. 
p . t64-, Etc. Etc. This /i ngularclemency and avedion to bloodlhed was 
Ihe king'lliliking chara8enftic. and doubtlefs the caufc of mult of hia 
,ni,fonun ,. The relohlt~ rl~tra8ora of Luuis, (ar(u) of the impref­
{jon Ihi. faa mull In k to Ih~ prej11dicc of their caure, ha" advanced 
,idiculoul Itories about hi. cruelty to animals. One gives an ar.count 
of bi_ Ibooti~g • cat. ; to wlllch a~otllci- has added fome vague aff. rtions 
about tortunng tepttln, and klll1ng all aft I See Pag •• , vol. i. p. J 51. 
Id,. .. Wollftonec:nft', Hiftory, p. I Ji. 

t M.oore·, View, vol. i. p. ~66. Ike. Etc. • 

of 
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~ueen W3t' charged with the moR: atrocious acb ad . . , 
fanguinary intentions. The chain of communication 
betwetJl.ihe confpiraton ill the capital, and the dif. 
affeChW in the country, wu fo ~y maintained, 
that tbe'll1oil inconfiderable:vrn.ge. • e kingdom 

eN poifoned with tMiIaltdcn 8s:d • ed by the 
fears which had been commu . Ie from 
the junto ia tbe Ptilais Royal o. 

Mea!u~, Meanwhile the king dikovered that ~ery mea· 
of the king. {ure be adopted, fa.r nom conciliating, tended to 

alienate his fubjefu. He Caw the rage of his ene-
• increafe with their power, found himfelf open 

to every calumny, expoCed to the moll: virulent at· 
tacks, feebly defended, ancl threatened 1rith a total 
d,c:feruon of his troop.. Under thefe cireumftanC'es, 
he determined to change his mode of proceeding, 
to reprefs licentioufnefs ere it acquired too great an 
afcendancy, and to fecure the fafety of the kingdom 
by timely exertion. He refolved to remove from 
Pari thofe troops who were difpofed to relinquifh 
all obedience, and to replace them with others who 
might at Ollce proteCt the city, and reftrain the 

Arm, turbulent. For this pur..,.{e an anny was collected 
rollnd Pa· . h hood fFp" ria. in the nelg bour 0 aris under the command 

of marihal Broglio. The violent members of th 
bly ex rted themfelves in the mo renuous 

lIWUlef againQ. this act of prerogative, and en. 
voured to mi{reprefent the king's whole conduCl: 

intentions by the ft reports; but 
' .. I:IC.:,.. .... "'-umoun . th, 1Bd afterwards de-
Died • y aad fpGetacoufty by the king 
Iaia.\fdf. impartial j~t rejefu the grofi 

t whru I lIuIl walh my 

and 
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• • nJ improbable fallacy p. Whatever might be the 
iew of the monarcli, they ere oompletely de­

feated by the indifcretion of marfhal Br~. He 
crouded his to th ee or 'fout JiriIe camps 
in tbe vi • of Pam, espofed to the feduilion of 

of , emptation of gocMI cheer, 
I ts f the P"I0;/ R,aI. His ca-

alry an Jar~e artillery were difpofi d m a manner 
equally j cliciou; d hi whole pofirion wa 
calculated to defeat the purpofes of his encamp­
ment~. The court, h ever, unacquainted with 
'thefe difadvantage , ounced a change of minifters, C~a~ge of 

hie accelerated the plans of the in urgent, and mJnlltry. 

occafion the aptur of the Bailill , and the other ~evolu-
events WhiCh are e Iy confIdered as the com- llon. 

men t of the revoluti 
When the ing i Ii rmed of thefe fatal trap{- Cond,uElof 

a . n,h took, °th ut d lay, fuch rueafures a he the kin,. 

co dt.T moll ju idou f r al ying the popular 
Ii m t. He deli' red himfelf, ithout hefitation, 
t th pro eilion that affi mhly which had yet 
o lye illed to de rade,brave, and infult him. He ap­
peared among them without ceremony or attendanc , 
addreffed th m in terms of conciliation and tender. 
nefs; he convinced them how innocent he was of 
any hoRiJe de 19n5, and immediately ordered the 
troopi to be withdrawn. The next day he con­
fented to the recal of Necker; and the triumph of the 
faaious comp '. y, detraaors of thia 
fortunate monarch, It fear, was it the d 
of preferring a (]I and precario 'ience, or 
was it that dread of OC1tIfiuning the: blood-aied Of his 
ungrateful fubjefu, from which aU his fuff~ 
proceeded, that now a his conduC\: 1 Thai: It 

D2 
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w not fear is manifeft from the refolution he 
adopted, in cW'pite of every remonfirance, to vifit the 
clq:>ital t the v ry den of hi ferocious enemies, in 
perron; and to expoie, without defence, a life 
which he. cpuld never be induced to fecure by en­

~migra · dangeringthe life of ~'. But tlliJ" aT which 
tions. he was .mcapable of feeling for hiwel£, he cxpreffed 

in the moll benignant manner for his ~ds whofe 
lives were threatened. He preferred div . ng him­
felf of the affifiaoce and {ociety of his mof!: affec­
tionate adherents, to the aa of retaining them at the 
rin., of thore horrible events which had already 
fiained Paris with blood, ~lld to which the pro­
fcriptions of the Palais Royal obvioufiy pointed. He 
infi/l-ed on the dt:parture Of the count d' Artois, the 
duke ami duchefs of Polignac, an feveral other 
p rfc who£ fervice and fidelity had endeartd them 
t him and the queen. He add d his commands to 
her entr atie , and finally prevailed on th m to aban­
dna country which they confidered only under the 
influence of a temporary phrenzy, and to which they 
hoped f: dil t r 1 urn in fafety and pace •• 

r Ih July. Chcei'lefs and dr ary was the king's progefs from 
~il:g;:ri~: Vbc.rf~illes tho. Paris ; uncl0mf01~tab~ th afpe of evdery 

o JCCL on I approac 1. .11 Journey was un er-
. taken in contradiction to the fug ef!:io of pm­
aential advic , and the pleading 0 connubial ten-

I <h:rnefs. Th recent ev 'nt , the confirmed domination 
o a pany w wifhcd . d~1K1:ion. he abfence 

f' and the tri • enemies, fued 
of the • dejeflion which 

If in fpite of very effort. Palenefi 
is cOUllt nan rrow call: a fuade over 

eatures, elanch the brow of {uffer. 
• y. He fu fpeaators "ith an 

1"'" .. ~" .... r""'''' ti recollected; but 

with 
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'. with' a fmile wlUch ilJ concealed the ~uifh of his: 
foul x. The unufual cry of vive fa nation! whil 
that of vive Ie roi! was Iuppreifed by order of Ja 
Fayette; the refufal to permit the gardc.f~du-c()rps 
to enter the city, aqd the deliver of the king to the 
national gtta!'d, ho formed a triple row on each 
fide his ~ttiage, ere, inaufpicious circumffances. 
Hi paftage to the hotel de ilk, under a long arch 
of pike n naked fwords Y, the iufolent fpe ch 
of Bailly, and the compdled alfumption of the 
national cockade, were mortifications· equally n~ 
and degli\din •. Yet the 6ncere patriotifm ot 
the king, his love for the people, and e genuine 
candooT and odnef of his difpofition,at length 
vanquifhed enmity', an melted fullenneii . The 

ath tic emotion ilh which he pronounced the 
word," iy pIe m lways rely l.lpon my 
" aflecH n,' and hi appearance at ~he window f 
the holt/ de ville, adorned with th newly adopted 
adg of patriotifm, diffufed general joy; the cry of 

'!Jive Ie roi.' could be n Ion r r reO:rained. The 
returnin love and con d nce of hi people, reO:ored 
tranquillity and joy to the monarch, and fent him 
to Vertailles with very appearance of content and 
fati faCtion .. 

The ali mbly, now freed from all reftraint, and Conuuaot 
influe ced by a faCtion which had views the moll: the amm­
hoftile to the perf on and digI}ity of the monarch, no bly. 

longer preferved any decency or refpefl in their pro­
ceedings. They dde-- the moil: want a_b 
prope1=ty of c'fery ; and while they were in­
ceffantly clamorous about the miferies of '. the king­
do~ and the infubordination of the people, took 
up fiep to reprefs ~nefs or firengthen the 

" {mp~rtial Hillory, 90L i. 
Jeans, vol. ii. p. S I. 

Y Page. vol. i. p. J67. 
" Se IhlLLY nd OILLI!A.'. 
• Impartial Hiltory, "01. i. p. 14S. .114" Hi.ory. p. 11+. &ce. 
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hands of government. On the cQll.trary, they< re. 
fcinded the pofed advantages of loans till they 
faJ,ed for want of fubfcribers; they {hewed, in all 
their debates, a marked diftruft and contempt for 
the king" • when complaints ere de of the 
murden it.ted, a p lar '_:rnr:~ 

, Wlm til neer "If btoocl whi 
" fhed was lO remarkably pure t r' 

Treat~ent Yet tbefC iolences, while unrefilled, failed of 
oftheklDg. ~od.~iag me etFc&a eJ;ffefled by the confpirators ; 

they" felt the necdIity of creating an oppofition real 
orfiaitioua; and u it .. :ttid their calumnies and 
treafonable macbin.atibm. For thi purpo£ they 
pafi'ed, witho t deliberatioa, a feries of dewee by 
which all lhe property in king m, ecclefiaftical 
and civil, was invaded, and preffed th~ king to 
fanClion them without delay; which, after fome re. 
monftrance, he did; and thus their firft attack was 
parried d, After this, -the affembly pafl"ed a dec1 r .. 
ation of the rights of man, and fame few articles of a 
new conftitution, which the king, confidering them 
only as p r f a lar~ r work, declined fanCtioning, 
till he faw their application to fome confiftel1t, uni. 
form whole, and retained th m in his poffeffion, 
without expreffing his decid d appr bation or dif~ 
approbation. Tbi was immediately conv ed into 
a ground of opPQ6rion and virulent abufe. yfreriou$ 
reports ere eire . t d of the moft. alarming ten .. 
deaq, of 1'1"oj a to cartY oif_· ~olve the 

nan tb D • ea are <b 
i ..... U'~,. \he in'lin. 

~ibJ 
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• cibletebftacles which would have oppofed the Icing's 
• tlight from Verfailles, and from his total want of 
money, which he could only have drawn from 
Paris e , To the{; fuggeftions were added tho untrue 
reports of the orps of the gardes-drHQ1'p/, and the 
threats of ~ediate " in order raife the 
mob of aria, and atchieve the conqueft and debafe, 
ment of tbe king. . 

Such were, in general, the caufes which led to the ,sth Oct 
horrible outrages of the fifth and faxth of OOober, ~on:.uaof 
which are defcribed under another head r. It' C Inl; 

only neceffary here . to mention the condua and 
fituation of the royal family. The king, totany 
igno t of hat paffing at Par' , which un-
dou tedly was n t the cafe with tbe leading con· 
fpirators in the am robly, h been preffed to fanCtion 
thore deer es which he ha b fore referved for con ... 
fideration' and, on that ay, r turned an anfwer 
expreffed in the molt prudent and moderate terms '. 
It pr uced gr at em tion ; and the impartial 
public, jf it v ice had not n forcibly fuppreffed, 
would have approv d it h, The affembly, however, 
received it itb inii 1 nee and difdain, and infilted on 
the immediate and un ualified fancHon, The king, in 
the mean time, went t Meudon, to enjoy the cliver­
fion of h ring. in which he was engaged, when an 
apr Ii came to inform hi of the arrival of tbe mob 
from Pari to J mand bread," !JJ he exclaim­
ed, " if I had it I ihould not wait to be aflc.ed." 
He refolved immediatel to return; when a chevalier 
de St. Louis, awar the ~er of b' fitaatioD, 
exhorted him not to fear. "I never waa afraid in 
" my life," was the monarch's reply_ Though 
there is little rea-fon to dollht that the inftigaton pi thiS 
horrible fcene had in COIltnlplation the Qlurda. 

• Sur l'AdminHiratioD de M. 
I See 0 \-BANS, 

I ApP2KDIX. No.1 • 
• lfeaer flD me ~lutioD~ ,01. i. po. ~.u. 
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the king, frill the fpirit of loyalty was not' yet 
fo entirely extina t at they durft openly profefs it. 
But the arts of calumny had been fo fuccefsful that 
they were under no fuch reftrain with ref pea to the 
que n. Her they reviled with the moft opprobrious 
appellations, a d ftigmatiz d with the moft odious 
crimes. Agaioft her th y vented threats whic would 
make the heart of humanity {budder, in terms which 
to repeat would infult the ear of modeft. When 
the king returned t Verfaille, he found the pofition 
of affair' much more alarmin th he had been 
tau ht to e pea. He found the city inundated 
wit a damorou and fanguinary mob, the court 
under the agitation of t rror, and the c neil par­
taking in the eneral alarm. It was pr pofed, in 
council, that the royal family {bould be remove ; 
but that propofition being v r-ruled I, th queel\ 

. . . 
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• was· informed, that as the fury and malice of the in. 
• urgents were peculiarly pointed againft her, it would 

be highly proper to withdraw, for fom~ time at 
leaft, from Verfailles. Her anfwer was truly con· 
fiftent with tbe magna 'mity fhe had always dif~ 
played. "I am d t mined never to forfake my 
"h and: if the Parifi ns are bent on murdering 
" me, I will die at the feet of the king." 

Meanwhile the affembly were in1uIted Iefs by of the aC. 
the licentious proc eding of the mob, who dif. (~mbly. 
claimed every appearance of refpea, than by the 
open triumph of thoC! members of their own body 
who ere known to infrigate fuch proceeding . 
From them the infu nts received a new impulJe, 
an from clamouring for br ad, and venting execra-
'ons againft th gardes- u-cor s, began to demand 

a fimple a d unconditjon affent to the decrees pr -
fented to the kin . and .,. lve of th m infifted on 
accompanying Mou'nier, the prdi ent, and the refl:. 
of the deputation into hi prefene , The Icing reeei\'ed 
tbem with 0 much dignity and gracioufnefs as in-
fiantly 0 re e all th 'r pr judices ; he onvinced 
them that no ftort of his s wanting, or :/bonld ever 
be wanting to pr cure them fupplies of provifions, 
complied with their requcft of a written ord r. 
though knew it muO: b in ffettual, and fent them 
from hi prefene m Hified, w ping, and even 
frunci . Mounier and his fi x colleagues, however, 
did not abandon their purfuir; they perfevered in 
preffing his acceptance f the preliminary articles of 
the eonftitution, pretending tbat public tranquiUity 
would refult from the co ccffion. Againfl this ar. 
gument the king never obdurate: he yielded, 
after a ftruggle protraCled till ·eleven o'clock. at 
night, which demonftratea d,w what fear for • 
felf or folicitude for his farpify could not e1Fc:a. II 
inftantaneoufly produced a iuggeftipn of'tp.ring 
the blood of his people. Such was th~ conduct of 
the king ; "but pofterity wiij never forget the mo. 

" ment 
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CC ment choCen by the affembly to confecrate 'the 
" theory of the righu of man, and to lay the corner 
" flone of the temple of liberty It." 

~agn.ni. I pats over interme . te tranfaaions, till la Fayette, 
mlly of rhe haying arrived. and had an interview with the king, 
'lueen. took the refpoafibility of aU urther events on him. 

.tb 08. 
Further 
anlleac­
tiolla. 

fI and ad . ed Mourner tq adjourn the aifembly. 
The king appears to have been tranquiUized by'the 
promifes of the gen ral, and to have confided in the 
efeCt of his exertions' b t the queen informed of 
'the inveteracy of the arwan mob againft her, ac­
qua1ated with the criminal views of the Orleans 
f tHan, and perba~t perfonally fufpicious of 1a 
}layette, retired to her cloG , prepar d to ex efr 
fome dreadful ent. Yet {he did not give ay 
to apprehenfion, or exh'bi fyrnptom of fear. Sh 
rephed to thofe who fug efted th ir thou hts on 
her danger, "I know that the people c me to de­
" mand my life; I have learned from my mother 
" not to fear death, and I will await it with courage." 
It is afferted, that at a late hour of the night, {he 
r ceived a 1 tt r from one of the miniftry, infi rming 
her, that at fi 0' cia k in the morning the would 
b murdered; that read it without etllotion, dif. 
miSid her attendants without imparting it contents, 
retired to bed and enjoyed a f, w bour repo~, 

bich . enabled r to undergo the fatigues and 
barron of the eniUD day I. . 

At fix o'cloc ill t morning an immenfe mul", 
p themfel Of the palac ~ 

bafely betrayed 
bore care la Fayette 

ran through the variow 
t and ~ obloquies, 

a bkalb OIl the cheek 
'1-du-tDl'pl, fome of whom 
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• had temained in the palace, and who had not gone 
• t bed; though not immediately on uty, hear­

ing this dreadful uproar, refolved to devote their 
utmoft efforts to fave tHeir unfortunate fove­
reigns. welve of them, headed by Luillier, CQlU­

mander of the Scotch company, oppofed the m b 
on the 'r cafe." r h ," cried thel»1ave com­
mander, "refpea the retrt.at of your . ." The 
popula e, ho ever, ruihed on, and the guards re­
folved to favor die retreat of the mtended viCtims, 
difputed the paffage with th aftiWants foot by foot. 
They barricaded the queen' anti· chamber, and 
fome 0 them ran to the door Df her room, entreat-
ing r t fly. The ob forced the entrance, and 
r with redoubled fur,r and a quickened defire of 
b ood towards her majelt'f' d chamber. S 

VeT preferving that dignified pr G nee of mind 
which w h r ch~aerjftic, had retired by a private 

afi'a e under the r m caJled the «i/ de lxztif, into the 
. ~ ch m r au d d only by the marquife de 

Tourz 1 h lding the prince~ royal by the hand, and 
the co t de S. Aul 'r carrying th dauphin. 
\ Vhen {he arrived the king a not there; he, no lefs 
alarmed for the fafety of the p rtner of his heart and 
crown, had gone to her room by another pafrage. 
What II)uft hay been the agonizing fenfations of 
th per14 uted on g at the mom nt! Hiftory 
or fi 'n em ardly prefent a fituation equally 
critical and afFeCting. The king regaining hia own 
;lpartment, ,. . confort and ~'IgrJ. 

Meanwlu1e the s pr ded in their ~ 
of blood; they bad ov~wered the gtI"" IMetrplj 
pod after murdiring two of them in the aati . .cQlua,. 
her, and fevamore in tbe ail de bam!; had 
aa many more as they co ad prifoners, r'.u ...... : 
them for the fame late. fatjfWl g_~', DaI!lj 
~ually inveterate a airift 'til thQ(e of. 
failles, finding It _ trUe that they wore 
the black cockade, .. bad . , began to feel 

emotioDi 


