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TO

THE RIGHT HON ORABLE‘

.
"WILLIAM WINDHAM,
SECRETARY AT WAR, &o%. to.,
SIR,
I FEEL the higheft fatisfaion in having the ..-\
/ honour of dedicating thefe Biographical >

Memoirs to you, whofe early difcernment
of the real tendency, and uniform oppofi-
tion to the progrefs of French Principles,
have entitled you to the gratitude of your
Country, and to the admiration of Europe.

I have the honor to be,

SIR,

Your moft obedient, humble Servant,’

JOHN ADOLPHUS,

.('t, \g.«llll-STlllT,

Jan, 4, jﬁ.
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PREFACE.

THE Plan of this Work is to {ketch the Lives of

the principal attors in the French Revolution,
and to trace the influence of individuals in pro-
ducing events which have filled the world with
aftonifhment, and for which hiftorical parallels are
fought in vain. It is alfo no lefs the object of thefe
Memoirs to fhew the nature, fpirit, and tendency of
thofe principles which contributed to the fuccefs of

/ fanguine innovators, who, under a pretence of amelio-

“te

rating the condition of magkind, meditated the fub-
verfion of focial order.

I was firft induced to undertake this Work from
obferving the general fyltem of mifreprefentation
which has prevailed in defcribing the characters of
thofe who have acted confpicuous parts in the
I'rench Revolution. Writers friendly to the caufe
have laboured to juftify the promoters of it, not
by demonftrating the purity or propriety of their
views, but by an unlimited cenfure of their opponents.
Succeeding factions have adopted the fame line of
condu¢t towards their predeceflors. Language and
invention have been exhaufted in terms of abufe
and modes of crimination.

On the other hand, fome have aflumed the tafk
of being their own Biographers; and, with a fhamelefs
difregard of truth and decency, have lavithed on
themfelves and on their co-operators all the eulogies.
which could be claimed by wifdom, virtue, difinter-
eftednefs, and pure patriotifm. - -
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~ * Without" this precaution my work W

- under the names of hi

~From M(Fbmw%mﬂéﬂm me!y

beﬁa'ived; ‘the narrators have afforded means of
tracing the progrefls of their own conduét from year

~ to year, tbcy ave feldom prefented true motxves

of a&lon, or faithfully difplayed their ultimate views.
The biographical works which have appeared in the
courfe of the French Revolution are, therefore, not
to be im lic:tlx depended on, but can only obtain
a partial credit a comparifon with cotemporary
mmtives and with the hiftory of the times.

*And yet it is from thefe fources that moft of the
m who have defended the Revolution have
drawn their materials, implicitly crediting all the un-
gﬁ afperfions which the enemies of Monarchy have

on the King and Queen, and on their adhcrcnts,

~ and rely m[kfm the interefted and' partial accounts

which the Regicides have given of their own condu&
and party. " ‘They have glfo frequently exaggerated
what the found and as they feldom precifely quote
their amzdﬁue:, they have in ‘on many, whom
want of leifure or o Idﬂpdﬁtibﬁ have pre-
tented from purfuing the proper means of dete@ion.
T have made it my bufinefs faithifully and dili-
gﬂy to'exaniine both fides'of the queftion ; to fe-
combine, and compare the difcordant accounts
“of the fame tranfadtion ; 3 10 weigh the motives which
wvarious parties have afligned for their ‘own condu&
-and that of their opponents'; ‘and to draw’ fach pro-
bable refults as were wa!‘rahted by tﬁrcﬁﬂiﬁdﬂ&s and
M‘nlﬁa« g 2 €15 1§10 S 4 o w1 kel
" To avoid cmy xmputanbn of inty "dé& error, F
have made it “an invatiable rule to’a‘ vance 116 affér-
tion for which T'have not my authorities.

~ no ‘claim to a different eftimati oh'
‘romances which are’ ﬁly'

s & fingularity in tlwninc&' / dihave engageﬂ

S .

'ﬁy attennon, that the lapfe of a few years has dif-

 clofed
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p dofedfommyhteg&fprm ‘of a&tion, that what has
ufually formed the ref&ltch of fubfequent genera-
‘tions, and been flowly produced under the name of
. fecret hiftory, b?g:aﬁuznegs u:;edefg,u ‘and the chifg ¥
uirer ma with a We t
b ;?vatc motyxm, as well as the p condu& of
thofe who, during a moft interefting period of the
French Revolution, directed the helm of aﬂ'am, and
engaged the attention of mankind. T
The nature of the information thus to be obtamed
has formed, with refpect to time, the limis of my
prefent undertakmg. During the early periods of
the Revolution, and'until the latter end of the year
1794, the afperity of crimination and the zeal of
defence produced mnumerable publications, in which
the authors, vindicating themfelves and ftigmatiz-
f ing their adverfaries, revealed thofe important: faéts
which, in nma&mmmwmﬂim would
have been ftudioufly fecreted from the > eye.
After the fall of Robelpierre, the French Govern-

ment g:aduauy;loﬂmmappuruce of .open violenee,

to affume the . chara@eriftic of myferious tyranny.
Violent factions were no longer {uffered mxm‘ult
and defy each other in the halls of legi

clubs,.and in abufive journals; but the prevailing
party, by meau of fpies, lmhm terror, and the
fuppreffion o aﬂambhcammrthat did not extol their

conduét in particular , fucceeded :
veil over nhu.-.':rmy motives: of ation, whach:awm

punity can he fmuda, and till fome, perhaps.

volution fha mmhmymasm"" %
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“thefac;ofall 4' ~ This violence
€ o for. ever% ﬂmhpk--

“ thu ortunate woman was to compofc the tumult
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. no ‘bounds to thext y, t halla&“.h:s “acceffion
b ‘as the golden moment ﬁncfs,
md ‘the word Refurrexit was hced; on -

‘ W«sf uwm df thmﬂolifed
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=4 review thofe
% nounce thhout Wi
L% to govemmenv-ﬁi pared - hir
# pain, to make the ' c

At the ueeﬁion of Louis VI. the

the ‘want of whchtlwym
i:ty‘of her perfon, t

pen prompted ®, any
dehght, thpm-ed 'to add
juence of every Frenchman,

' 3 the queen were calcuhgﬁto increafe this s
pofleffion. = Confeious of i dignity, and fecure
of her own fuperiority, fhe fought no aid from ex-
trancous refources ; never doubfille of her power to

comm;.u}d refpeét, .fhe divefte y of all its

‘their minds; to
affection "ib;chr :

of this, w2 r
pre to s
:be kmgr:m g

made of her w
inment there; and’l
him in the moft fenfible p
Baghh &tyle, and by buildin ve |
were cftabiithed as many poor fml
l’ 35.275. See alfo Arthur Yﬂg‘l

,PYOL. Iu C 2
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v “ * ‘ MMoms OF
mation, af.that condefcendmg exprefliogg= .
“ JIam queen, Iam myfelf".” She was.
the efs o muth and gaiety ; and if the plea~:

furei e*‘fm&xomd occafionally tranfgrefled the

. limits of ftrié prudence, or violated the gravity of
e court de;omm,a by permitting deep play, and en-
L, fome flight indifcretions, fuch as the re-

tation of dramatic pieces, it muft not be for--
that thefe were the extreme bounds to which -
: he cenfure of the moft rigid can extend. I am aware

Ryl hat this opinion has many prejudices to encounter
; among thofe whofe minds have been poifoned by
malignant publications, which I forbear to fpecify * ;
nd among thofe who rely indolently on a generally
iccredited report, and who do not calculate the

t think that no opinion can become current with--
out fome foundation in truth. 1 fhall not, in future,
interrupt the courfe of narration to refute general
calumnies, or to xagel unfounded infinuations ; but
I intreat the real® to difcard from his mind the
acrimonious aceuiations of her enemies, and the
feeble extenuatién$ of pretended xmpamahﬂs, and
urfue ‘the courfe of the queen’s. con-
ey her fulfilling, with zeal and
aplary propriety, the moft arduous duties of
: 'd motbdf; in circumitances the moft try
- contemlrlam the unabated affection:
y fubfilted between her and her hufh!m],
. which no fufferings could enfeeble or alienate; let
~ him coﬁe{ the refolution with :lhxclzhemq
. againft infult, the dignit with which fubmigud
-'1_:, to misfortune ; let him then examine the fource of
4- thefe aﬁummcs, fcehowthey are deftitute of proof; -

d,mw. 5
p«iﬂen g Gende of tafle or de~
to perufe. A complete fummary of
in them wall be found in . Woellitone-
tion, p. 33=132. *

and
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i 5 '.‘. an be Proﬂ
duced in the fame mind with futhwms guilt,
and whether the caufe of thefe flanders is not fuffi-
ciently evident to prove that they are not en L to
the flighteft belief. :

The progrefs of economy had been fuch as to !m

flatter _the benevolent heart of the Mrch
with the moft encouragmg hopes, w! his views "
were deran and all the good eﬂ'e&s of his folicitude
fuperfeded b £art he was perfuaded to take in -
the war between nglﬁ;rd aaclin A::\henca.fh vc(r)‘f:ha&% Sy ;“j
exprefling any opinion ‘zefpe e juftice
c;gteﬁ, lgt iszafyp to dcmonﬁrategthat every principle 5
of found fhould have united to deter the king
of France from engaging in it. = He himfelf was fo
fmﬁbleofthum s latter days, as to declare
that advantage had beentakenof his youth
The queen avowed herfelf a decided partifan of
the Americans, and her influence rendered their 8
caufe fafhionable’. The youngs nobles of France ;
confidered America as the theatre of glory, and haft-
ened thither to learn the art of war®. They returned
fluthed with fuccefs, and replete with new theories
of government. . The political writers and fp
in France had already learned to reduce the
ments refpecting America to a dilemmas;.

is was the patron of infurrection, or the dm

ht, on abftraét principle : if the patron ﬁ%

n, he was a mere tyrant, who f: v e

P‘d&«h fupport an unwarrantable undertaking ; if e
thaée&der of right, how could he fhed the blood o

and expend the treafure of his people to fupport thofe
m:’n others, which they themfelves ineffettually -

It is not my mtendon to recite all the c:rcnm-
ftances which led to the French revolution,

o Bertrund's Memoirs, vol. "'P 37, e

! Imparriai Hiftory, vol.i. p. 36, Plagfair's w"im

ifm, p. 78.
- ® Impartial Hiftory, ubi fupras
c2 © medly,

e, A8
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tofudl as perfonaljss,

¢ himfelf might h
5. foreign to my purp%
country ; to difcufs t

its of the dlﬂ:ew orders of

ats, fears, and fu:nnfes,
and made the ‘whole nz
le; nor fhall T attack
dxﬁs, who temera -
nes sin religion’and politics, who weakened the
~ powersof faith, and loofencd the bonds of allegiance :
v {hal,L not attempt to defcribe the fluttuations of
 opinion, and fhew how far policy might have
.combined with force to reftore the fplendour
uthority, and give ftability. to the re{Al power.
{o many views, and ‘difplay t
”each fpecific’ cau{é, would uceeﬂ' the
1 efs the i mtenuona of a work like
alk of Hiftory. ;
- y ﬁawgl‘wh\ich weak:

g mar ,! iﬁ

ed ugxlant

ion of pomp, the i
‘moft of all, the Am

2 L

gy 1o} culatio
87 ‘of the revoluti
only caufes ; thofe abor
thare ; and I have, in
k, Qﬁvcrted to others which
lhawe difplayed the exemm




. »~med artifices o:

ecefles of darkn

meful influer nce o
ave def

fat prmce,
juality, was
_- but w

queen ew no fign "
without ‘emotion, thofe events whxch m

himfelf or his defeendants to the throne, and

thofe hopes in which his anceftors had been

pointed*, The felfith views which he aff;
llu&ﬂous”bymﬂ' g them ambi




) ﬂwquﬁmms dehvered

1 fr&t an‘ the queen
lf difplayed herchamy in a mmpet no lefs in-
. ing than engaging. She 25  be feletted
2 hundred youn “women, poor, and-of good cha-
ger, from the fmmﬂxaal’m » to each of
hom fhe gave five hundred livres (217 175 64d.)
s a marriage portion ; two hundred livres (8 /. 15s.)
to puvdufe a fuit of clothes for their hufbands; and
twelve livres (104, 64.) for a wedding dinner °.

«But while the queen was thus difplaying the good-
her dxfpoﬁtmn, the engmes of calumny were
dy employed in undermining her reputation, in
the public joy, and in depreciating the aéts
nce wh!ch charmed the people. Thefe

r y renewed when the

! It may be need'uy to inform 1
an office, L‘ ! wnmypme to «ffer their fei
nurfe” hwﬂ! by the Bourgeoifes, and if t‘lgﬁi ol
& dul A ;



raﬁdmg in the
prifoners for debt in th

ﬁa:cnts aIl mﬁ!ofe

ztanwl'y ”J Wf&oluuon.
and yous brother were referved to parti
difaft their family.

The progrefs of the war, the freedom of"
difcuflion, the exertions of the economiits,
arts of a refolute faction, had now produced a fi
of anxiety and turbulence in the public mind, w
promifed to forward thofe views which a g
government, and a more profperous ftate of
would have reftrained. The tongue of {
ed without reftraint againft the . '
had been the theme of applaufe and ad
; hpnour was affailed by the moft
nde Wauom d)enanonalam

bt} > brother ; as
J"m.nnoned by th
and her feat, T




ivres (13,125,
Thould have
mit to her broti . ;
y have been kr wn to a great number of

d entries muft have been ma&fbwanws
which would have afcertained, the faé&. Yet
' mqﬁ {tri& {crutinies were afterwards made,
r, and . applaufe would have
no duch grmﬁﬁw

%ﬂhardmcfs of




pltematic air to' this inconfide
u& *’ﬂxe firft time, the affertion w
“ edy that the immenfity of expence, by anif
¢ circulation, was the true principle of cre
¢ amaxim applauded by all thofe who found the
« felves fitted to feccndﬂlhe miniﬂcr m’ﬂﬁs mode

arreét them, e
. * Tmpartial Hiftory, vol,
l‘gpncal Sl;!ch, Ped
Cbnﬂsc s Letters, p. 67.  Playfa
t Sec Bertrand's Memoirs,
L P47 Wilde's Addrefs, p. 31




> economy ren-
f complaint. The
ment of the count
rable clamour, and

o {truck with the utility of the
veral years his clofet was hung with
on the fubje@t*. The cones firft funk had
en deftroyed by tempefls, ten new cones were
ared, and the king refolved to pay a vifit to
g to fee one of them navigated and funk.
ey was a progrefls of benevolence *, every
which could endear a monarch to his people
d his condu&. He fpent four days at Cher-

7, not like a man who leaves home to gratify
idle curiofity, but examining, inveftigating, and
paring the objeéts pr'd‘enm?'to his notice. The
. yet uncorrupted by the efforts of fedition,
him e&udamﬁons and benedictions.

e favours, and had in
vented by the felfithnefls of

it

t be omitted: a woman,
is feet, and craved pardon
g rafed her up, faying,
with you had interceded for

performed



ing oppre :
orgxmfcd ; the day ¢
Aipgeeciivs X d to feftivity ; hc nak
b vand expenfive journey; on
- Mm under tnum’bhalﬂ’hes "
The wirtue, the religion, the benevolen
morals of the king, prefented fo few wvul
points, that flander was at a lofs on what
hxs character to make an attack. The queen, eq *
right in her fentiments, was lefs ggaded in her
&. In her calwnnyfound an eafy
afterWardn, being united with fedmon,
attack, with a view nof otxly to

= Fora very minute : 3
Anecdotn, &c. vol. i. p. 1




known to
dgventurer,
- and dif-

hich accompanied every ac of ‘the q'(recn
much admiration ; and as mmﬁ  fingular
giving, her predilettion ‘Wi ource
r bounty of admiration, thoug :
wxebouf reproach, the other without

e courfe of a reign of eighteen
;mounted in 'th‘eg:rhole to abm}ﬂ?ami

: r:mmmc to either © |
o . Montjove, which I

%, havinz read the Afemsires in
tiention,  See Eloge, &c.

M Rl ; '

o lions =



o the grant of
owledge
i L\ : (5,2 5°’
equainted withthefiateof public
) ed only by his defire to relieve the diftreffes
of h"W‘: declarcd that he would have 110 more

loans or new taXes‘. The minifter was obl%cd 10
convene the Notables, for whom he had prepérd
plan at once dignified, ,conftitutional,, and ~expe-
dient *; ‘but the decath of Vergennes oﬁﬂﬁoncd de-
lay, hd weakened the influence of 1 ;
oppo‘ﬁuon“\agm'x(t hxm"ihas formed in th




d'vm eclipfe his

, Mv&ed themmes only
cdtl!e opulace and the
difh

orgamfed ! coﬁVocatmn of
at a time and place which r

the tiers-etat a &ubk re refénttno infured their

: nﬁ  orders an
degradatmn and inev

| Jle extin@tion.

At the meeting of the three eftates the king was
placed in ahﬁtuatlon entirely new, a;i;fnore em-
barrafling than W monarc ore

He ha gm compliance m the wifh of his pec‘);l)z,
ca &heStates-General yet the credit was attributed
toa minifter who had been obtruded on him in con-
tradition to his own will. He was alarmed by re-
ports of a deficit which, though unimportant in
itfelf, ‘was magnified into: an unlimited evil, and
which he could acquire no popularity by annihilat-
ng, ‘as_its exiftence was falfely imputed fo him.
arbulence of the tiers-etat, their faious pro-

o embarrafs government and v
the hous d

hiftories, ﬂnlimof de Bn.mu NE and NECKER,
there quoted.
adt,

2

endered an open ;
tween the three orders inevitable, and by allowing

: 'agamﬁ the other ftates, and their ﬁnremxt- y
: oﬁt:ons of the Pa-

i il e S L - e el 5 Lt A




and to ex
were, '

on theﬁ&%"g, w‘}uch not only retrenched

rity in the adrmmltranon of affairs, but purfued

in the hour of dejeétion, and to the receffes of pater-

nal fmﬁbnluy, with clamorous defiance and brutal
pertinacity. Thus was applaufe, inftead of con- a:# June.
tempt, enfured to the treacherous pantomime of the ;
Tennis-court ; thus were thc benevolgnt intentions of

W




P'QF& .
- with that truly patriotic exclamaﬁqﬂ, T will

faffer a fingle life to be loft i inmy caufe’”” Ac-
cordingly a meflage was fent to the ‘nobili ity, 1

mg them to 3om the tten#at,puhi@h, no d.-
ing a very vigorous oppofition from the wfcount de
| bw% oomyhcd with*., Before we blame
king & this p_arucular, it is ncceﬂ'ary
Mﬁr;ues by which it was
to. weigh the edsfﬁcm ‘his

' cﬁgit, under alf' i ‘
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. Clun cl
mmﬁry.

Revolu-
tion.

u musbf .‘h the' . !
d m%ut hefitation,




" e addgd his co
treaties, andsgauy prevailed on tl

a country which they con
ence ofa’li'mpo ry:
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Fayette ; ‘th 5 |
to enter ) $
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ed
confplrators 3
_fmon real

w:th
T ey
g‘;ﬁxm them thhnn
m@ﬁﬁme he did ;
pu‘hﬁ! After-tbh, ;hc affembly
ation of the nghts Q m;m, a.nd
new con(htutxon, “th
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LOUIS XVL—THE QUEEN, &c.
. cible*obftacles which smlld' have d the k:
" flight fromVerrmh,gnd n his total

money, which he
Paris®. To th
reports of
threats oL

hornblc outrag
which are def
only neceflan ‘».*
ﬁtuano

expreﬁed in the mol prudent 5,
It produced ja great emotions and the im partial %

publie, if its voice had Dot be forably fuppreﬁ'ed,
would hayca it 'l e.aflembly,, ho
received it w, : » , al

the unmedmg

ks W
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.. MEMOIRS OF

, ftill the fpirit of loyalty was nof yet .
fo entir #n& that they durft openly profefs ite

B of uﬁnyhad been fo fuceefsful that
b they were under no fuch reﬁl' nt with refpect to the
epprobrious

molt odious
' Yvould

,ﬁ, ¥ L

. When
/ “the king returned : nd the pofition
b I afiairs ich mo: ' ‘than he had been

r ob, court

under the a par-
taking in the

council, that the royal fa
of the
qu;m; .knt that propoﬁqu bagg OVW

) 1 Much has been faidiby thofe writers \gno mﬁﬂ on tbe king’s in-
i fincerity refpeéting his c:h‘i{ges l'n':m,~ brought out, from which an in-

tended elcape is ftrongly inferred. In ex ti #ﬂm tnnu&m,
1 fhall cite the words of Il-gem % and eye-wit-

nefs: ¢ The king's pn 1 opunon wu to await_the fiorm; and
0 M I 1 d { ‘on duty
“ w ‘ol

upﬂmdi to affert, that
and fcz'enl unn:'s €x-
re and indignation, A fugi-

; termined, however, to order his
traces g cut y by the
f Mtl\u. vho mﬁx at :l] baz the de-

frefh doubts arofe, a

drfpoﬁnon to m:
induced him to ldp'(
the effufion of blood.

was




LOUIS XVL—THE QUEEN, &c. q
., grsinformod, st s fryand malco o sheia

" durgents were pecuharly point

be highly proper to
leaft, from Ver
fiftent witl ‘

4

claimed evcry

open mump& 0
who w :

‘a fimple. ﬁ'emothedecrees,
fentec totbe ing °. and twelve of them infifted
accompanying Moumer, the t, and the re& v
of the deputation into his prefence. The king received =
them with fomucb dlgnny"d grduoufncls as in- 3y
ftantly overcame, all th -‘

comphed \mtht eir
> knew it muﬁ"
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MEMOIRS OF

“ ment chu&n by the affembly to confecrate ‘the
ights of man, and tolay the corners

la Fayette,
o L1 king,
on him-

d in the
informed of

fu gelted “thei

‘ dﬁgcr oo kngw that the mople eome to de-
“ mand my life ;" I'have learned from my, mother
¢ not to fear death, and I will awaitit with courage.’®
Itis aﬂ'erted that ﬁb&‘ht : '




LOUIS XVI—THE QUEEN, &c. e
hadtemamedmthephae, amlwhohqunot.gm
. bed ; thongh not I ~

difputed the pa
They barricade
fome of them :




