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HISTORY OF THE REIGN*OF

BEOOK Rome,by which he himfelf had been attuated;
5 and the means which he employed for this

1598.

end, were attended with the defired fuccefs.
But he was not equally fuccefsful in his en-
deavours to overcome that averfion which his
fon, from the natural indolence of his temper,
early difcovered to almoft every fpecies of
manly exertion and activity *

Wit this part of the young prince’s cha-
ratter, Philip was well acquainted ; and fore-
faw, with much anxicty, the unhappy confe-
quences which it was likely to produce 1n his
future reign.  In order to introduce and habi-
tuate him to the management of public affairs,
he formed a council of his ableft and moft ex-
perienced minifters, who, in the prefence of
the prince, dcbated three times a week con-
cerning various important matters, relating to
the adminiftration of the kingdom; and the
prince was required to prefide in this council,
and to report the opinion of the majority to
the king . But neither this, nor any other ex-
pedient which Louif, the prince’s faithful
preceptor, could devife, proved effecual for
the purpofe for which it was intended. In-
adtivity or indolence fill remained the moft
confpicucus feature in his charatter; and it

* Addiciones a 12 Hiftoria de! Marquis Virgilio Mal.
vezzi, in Yanez Memorias, p-136. 4 Davila,lib. i, cap. %.
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