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AD V E. R TIS E MEN T. 

THE firft four books 0,," this volume, which 
contain the progre{s of the w.ar in the N ether­

~ands, the eftablilliment of the truce with the Dutch, 
and the expullion of the Morefcoes from Spain, are 
"nted literally from the manufcript of Dr. Watfon: 
nor has the fmalleft alteration been made, either in 
the arrangement of his matter, or in his ftyle. It is, 
however, but ju/1;ice to the memory of that author, 
as well as to the public, to acknowledge, that, in the 
two la/1;, he had not the leafr participation. Thefe 
were written by the editor of Dr. Watfon's manu­
(cript, at the defire of the guardians of his children. 
This was deemed an attention due to the curiofity of 

the rea~; a curiofity which, tn the preCent import­
ant 3'!ra, may be fuppeCed to be fomewhat enlivened 
by the great events which have lately happened in tho 
world. 

It j.s evident, that Dr. Watton has exerted ill this 
work, all that care to difcover the truth, which dif­

tinguilhes his Hifrory of Philip II. He has confulted 
the mofr approved writers on this fubjeCl: : and by that 
fefpectable friend to literature, the Earl of Hard wicke, 
he was favoured with manufcripts of equal authority 
and importance. It is to the fame nobleman that the 
editor is indebted for the manufcripts which he quotes­
in the proofs 4nd illufrratiom that he has added to this 

fecond impreffion of the prefeht publication, in notes 
1ll1d an appendix. 

Th~ 



A D V E R TIS E ME N T. 

The ccnferellcc, nv w lira publifhcd, between the 

Spani:h and Eng!ilh Commillioncrs, for effeCting a 

peace; between t.heir refpeCtive nations, at London, in 

1604, were carri~ on wIth extraordinary ability, de­
corum and dignity, on both fides: and they rerve not 

only to gratify a curiofity relative to their parti<::lIlar 

fubject, but alfo, to throw light on the inttrefls and. 

views of the courts of London and Madrid, at that' 
time; on the fiatt: of commerce; and the fentiments, 

manners, and general charaCter of the age. 

The continuator of Dr. \Vat(on's narrative has not 
thought it proper to give a detail of thofe hofiile ope­

rations at fea, which ':.yere continued, beyond the 

line, even after the pacification of Antwerp. There 
operatiol1<, in his 0Finion; enter into the Sp;).nifh 

Hifiory, by the mofi natural conneCtion, at the er:pi­

ration of the truce, when the Spaniih · minitt~rs com.­

pared the advantages and difadvantages thafhad re­

fulted from the en~~J g;cment, and deliberated whether 

they fuould prolong the peace, or renew the war. 
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PHI LI P the Third, King of Spain, fon of 
Philip th~ Second, and of Anne of Au­

ftria, daughter of Maximilian II . Emperor of 
Germany, was in the2dl: year of his age at his 
accelIion to the throne. He was a prince of a 
charaCl:er extremely oppollte to that of the late 
king, although no pains had been fpared to 
form him to a fimilarity of manners. From the 
inftruCtions delivered to thofe who had the 
charge of his education, it appears· to have 
been a principal object of his father's attention. 
to infpire him with the fame bigoted attach­
ment to the fuperftition of the church of 

" Hiftoria de la vida y hechos, del inclito monarcha 
D. Fclippe tercero. Por Gil Gonfalez Davila, Cronifta Jc 
los Sennores Reye. D. Felippe III. y IVto. lib. i. cap. 6. 
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Rome, by which he himfelf had been aCtuated; 
and the means which he employed for this 

~nd, were attended with the den red fuccers. 
But he was noC equally fuccefsful in his en· 
aeavours to ove.rcome that averfion which his 

[on, from the natural indolence of his temper,' 

early difcovereu. to aimoft every fpecies of 
manly exertion and aCtivity· 

W lTH this part -of the young prince's cha­
raCter, Philip was well acyuainted; and [ore­
iaw, with much anxiety, the unhappy confe­
'1ucnces which it was likely to produce In his 
future reign. In order to introduce and habi­
tuate him to the management of public affairs, 

he formed a council of his abkft and moO: ex­
perienced miniftcrs, who, in the prefence of 
the prince, debated three times a week con­
(:erning vario\.\s important matters, relating to 
the adminiftration of the kingdom; and the 
prince was required to prdidc in this council, 
and to report the opinion of the m~jority to 
the king t. But nei ther this, nor any other ex­

pedient which Louif.1, the prince's faithfiJl 
preceptor, could devife, pmved (:ffeaual for 

the purpoft' tOr which it W:iS intended. In­
'auivity or indolence {till remained the moA: 

confpicuQus feature in IllS charatter; and it 

o!t AJdiciones a la Hiftoria del Marquis Virgilio Mal. 
ve;(;zj. in Yanez Memorias, p. 136. t Davila, lib. i. cap. x. 

J early 
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,arty excited in the king, a {hong ~nd well 
grotlRded apprehenfion that his fan, unable or 
unwilliag himfdf to hold the (eigns of govern­
tTlcnt, would furrender them into the hands of 

.the marquis of Denia, or of fome other fa-
vourite. Againft this condufr, which is fo com­
monly attended with the moftpernicious confe­
quences) Philip had often put the young prince 
upon his guard; and it was his lail: advice to 
him, which he delivered with great carneftnefs 
a few hours brfore his death) that he filOUld 
govern his kingdom by himfelf. He had like­
wife requefted of him to employ, as his prin­
cipal cotlnfellors, Don Chriftopher de Moura, 
marquis of Cairel Rodrigo, and Don John 
Idiaqtlczj from whofe experience, fidelity, and 
great abilities, he might derive the highefr 
advantages, efpecj;tlly in the beginning of his 

,eign *. 

THE foft and gentle temper of the prince 
had hitherto rendered him extremely obfe­
quious to his father's will t: but, confcious of 

his 
• Gon. Davila, lib. i. <.:ap. 12. PorTeno Dichos y He­

ehos~ paffim. It was a fayiug of Philip's concerning hia 
fO,D, Q.ge era mas pilra fer mandado. 'lue mandar. Ad. 
dici(;m~s di Malver.:z:i. . 

t The author of Addic:ones a la Hiiloria de Marquis 
Virgilio Malvezzi, gives the foUowing fingulareinftance 
of the trut~ of this aifertion. Philip Il. intending that 
lW {on fhould marry one ,of the daughters of Ch:~rl\!s. 

13 2 archd\lke 
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his incapacity, and prompted by his indolence~ 
he no fooner mounted the throne, than, dif­
regarding the counfels which had been given 
him, he refolved to avoid the perplexity which 
might attend his having recourfe, on any OCr 

canon, to different couvfellors; and therefore 
committed the whole adminifrration of affairs 
to his favourite the marquis of Denia, 

THE marquis del Cafrel Rodrigo, in whom 
Philip II. had long repofed the mofr perfeCt 
confidence, was honourably difmiifed from 
court, and appointed viceroy of Portugal *. 
Idiaquez had the prefidency of the military 
orders c0nfcrred upon him; and being of a 
kfs ambitious, and more complying temper, 
than Cafre! Rodrigo, and willing to aCt: in a.'1 

inferior or fubordinate capacity, he was fufh:red 

archduke of Aufhia, and having fent for the 'piCtures of 
the(<: princdles, he one day, in prefence of his daughter 
H.tbella, and feveral of his miniilers, de fired the young 
prince to examine the pictures. and make his choice of the 
princcfs whom he would prefer for his wife. Philip. with 
his ufual deference and humility, fubmitted his choice 
to the king. The king remonlhated with him on thd im­
propriety of rcq:.lc1l:ing any other penon to judge for him. 
in this matter, in which his OWn tafte alone oilght to be 
confulted ; and de fired him to carry the pit1ures to his own 
apartment, where he might carefully examine them, and fix 
his choice. 1 have 110 choice, replied the prince, but yout' 
majen,' plea[ure; and I am certain that that princers will 
appear to me the heft and the moil beautiful whom your 
lI1ajelly fuall prefer: p. 137 • 

.. Davila, p. 36. 
to 
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to remain, and occafionally confulted, on ac­
~ount of his long experience and the high 
character which he held for prudence and faga­
city *. But all power was lodged in the harids 
.of the favourite, who having been chief 
equerry to the king, before his accellon"to the 
throne, and having in that ftation had frequent 
accefs to his perf on, had gained his affeCl:ions, 
and acquired an entire afcendant over him 

HE was inftantly created duke of Lerma. 
and admitted into the council of'fl:'ate: after 
which, the king tranfmitted edicts to all the 
councils in the kingdom, requiring obedience 
to whatever orders fhould be communicated to 

them in his name by the duke t. 

THIS determined partiality, which Philip 
was at no pains to conceal, occalioned a general 
difcontent. The grandees of the firO: rank 
were IDled with indignation, when they beheld 
one whom they had been accuftomed to regard 
as their inferior, invefted with fuch unlimited 

.authority; and all ranks of men, judging 
from former inftances of the fame nature, 
dreaded an unprofperous and unquiet reign. 
Their complaints were the louder and the more 
generally diffufed, as the duke of Lerma wa~ 
utterly unpiadifed in the affairs (if govern~ 

.. Pa;il:l. p. 37. t Davila, P·i T• 
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ment, and had not yet given any proof ot 
merit or abilities. 1 t was a demonfttation, they 
tliOl:2;ht, of extreme weaknefs in the character 
of the king, fo avowedly, and in contradiction 
to the advice and example of his father, whofe 
memory they revered, to declare his choice of 
a favourite; and they apprehended that, on 
trial, the character of this favourite would be 
found, in this refpett, too nearly fimilar to hi! 
own lit. Their apprehenfions were not without 
foundation. By his courteollfnefs and aff"bi­
lity, the duke impo[ed on the penetration of 
many of thofe who approached him; and, by 
difcovering on all occafions the moil: devoted 
attachment to the church, he conciliated the 
favour of the ecclefiaftics; but it foon appeared 
that his views and abilities were extremely 
limited, and that he neither poffdfed the 
reconomy, thefirmnefs, or the capacity requi­
fite for the difficult and important charge with 
which he was inLl"ull:ed t. 

I Twas peculially unfortunate for the Spanifh 
monarchy to have the helm of government 
committed to ruch weak hands at the pn:[ent 
period. The late king indeed had forefeen, 
and, in fome meafure, provided for this event) 

• Vide Addiciones to MaIvezzi, p. IH. t Mayer~ 
Turquct. p. 1%95' 

by 
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by' the peace . wh4:h he had cenc1uded: with 
France, and the refJgnatioo of hisJovereig~ty 
in thet Netherlands; wh.ich he hepecl would 
put an end to the wa.r in that country, a.nd 

-prove the means of recovermg the revolted 
provinces.' He had likewife left all his other 

dominions, not only in Spain, bue in Italy, 
and in the new worW, in the enjoyment of 
peace; and Portugal, now accuftomed to the 
yoke, yielded a ready obedience to his autho­
rity. 

BUT although Philip II. through the vigi­
lance and vigour of his adrninii1:ratio£1, had left 
his dominions every where, except the N ether­
lands, in the enjoyment of internal tranqllil­
lity, he had not left them in a tlourifhing con­
dition. On the contrary, Spain, his place of 
reftdence, and his feat of empire, was greatly 
exhaufted, and fome of the principal fources 
of her opulence and profperity were dried up. 

By the war in which he had made fo many 
great exertions, both by rea and land, and, 
frill more, perhaps. by the mIgrations of the 
people to the hew world, the inhabitants of 
Spain were greatly reduced in number. All 
emoluments and honors which the fovereign 
could beftow, had, for ages paft, been di­

Viqe.d~~een the military and dle e~clefiaftical 
13 ~ FOf-
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pr~>femons. By this means, the mechanic arts 
and agriculture having come to be regarded 
as comparatively mean and defpicable, weT" 
alike abandoned by the indolent or inactive, 
and by thofe who were endued with a [pirit of 
ambition and enterprife. This contempt, and 
the confequent negleCt of the more ufeful arts, 
the profits arifing from which, though Cure, 
are always moderate, was htightened by the 
frequent inftances of tnormous fortunes, fud­
denly acquired by the adventurers in America. 
That proportion of the riches arifing from the 
American mines, which the fovereigl1 received, 
was fpent' eitiEr in thofe countries in which hi~ 
wars were carried on, or in purchafing naval 
and military {tores from other nations. The 
greater part of what was imported by mer­
chants and other individuals was laid out in 
England, Italy, and the Netherlands~ for ma­
nufaCtures, wh;ch the colonies required, but 
which Spain was become unable to fupply i 
arId the remainder was drained off by taxes, 
which the king had, from time to time, been 
neceffitated to impofe. From this fcarcity of 
money; from the want of manufaCtures; from 
the negleCt of agriculture, joined to the nutn­
berlefs loffes fuftained at fea, where Philip had 
been almoft ah,;"ays fi)iled by his enemies, trade 
of every kind ,~as reduced to the loweft ebb; 
~nd [0 great was the confequent Qiforder in thv 

fin/lnces~ 



fiflances,that, befides a debt of 140 millions 
of dllcats which he left upon the Crown, h~ 
had been oblig~d to have recourfe to the dif­
g,ac~ful expedien~ of employing ecclefiaftics 
tp go from haufe to houfe, to receive from his 
fubjdb i.Jl 'Spain fueh affiftance as they were 
willing to afford: a meafure which was not 
~ttended with the advantages which he had 
expeCted to derive from it, while it contri .. 
buted to fmk his reputation in Spain, as his 
.-efufal to pay the intereft of his foreign deb, 
before related, had already clone in the r(:it of 
Europe • 

THE danger to which the Spani(h monarchy 
was expofc;;d, from that debility to which it 
was reduced at the prefent period, was the 
more to be dreaded, becaufe many parts of 
~his widely-extended empire were removed to 
fo gre4t a di1l:ance from the feal of govern­
ment, and nothing, there was ground to 
believe, could avert the impending ruin, but 
a vigorous exertion of the high<::ft abilities, 
}lined to the moil: rigid and judicious reco­
namy. It was likewife obvioufly neceffary 
that peace fuould inftantly have been efta­
blifhed with the maritime powers; who, hav­
~ng for feveral years paft held the fovereignty 
of the feas, feemed to poffefs fufficient naval 
fVrce entirely to deftroy the Spanifh trade, and 

• Gon •. Davila" p. z5~ 
to 
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II 0 0 K: t6 cut off all communication between the rfte... 
1. .. ther country and her colonies • 

BUT the duke of Lerma was equally incapa.­
ble of di fcerning chis danger, and of providing 
againft it. A~ he had feen the difficulties in 
which the late king was involved, through the 
rliforcler of his finances, and could not be igno­
tant of the exhaufted condition of the kingdom, 
it might have been expected, that one of the 
~ objeets of his attemion would have been 
to retrench the unnece1fary expenees of the 
court, by attempting, if practicable, to reduce 
the number of luperfluous offices, to which, in 
times of greater profperity, the vanity of for­
mer kings had given birth. But inftead of this, 
he greatly multiplied fuch fort of offices· ; and, 
in the very infancy of his adminiftration, gave 
other fignal proofs of a degree of profufion 
which would have been unjuftifiable, had the 
kingdom been in the moft flourilhing condition. 

ONE of the firft events of this reign wll:~ 
the marriage of the king with Margaret of 
A1..lftr;a·, whom the archduke Albert had con­
dufted into Spain. He had gone, for this 
purpofe, from the Netherlands to Germany, 
about the time of the 14te king's death; ana 

.. Ibid. p. 45" 
t Da.u~h,ter of Charles. archduke of Gratz. 

haQ 
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bad foon afterwards fet out with her from 
Gratz, by the way of Italy: but fo great were 
the preparations made for her reception in 
Spain, and, agreeably to the character of the 
nation, (0 110wly were they carried on, that the 
fleet fent to bring her thither did not arrive 
at Genoa till feveral months after. In the 
m~rriage folemnity, in the city of Valentia, 
above a million of ducats were expended, be­
fides a great number of rich prefents, which 
were made to foreign princes and to the 
church *. By the eccleGaftics, who on this, as 

ort many other occafions, fhared amply of the 
duke of Lerma's munificence, his conduct was 
extolled as highly liberal and magnificent, but 
filled' the minds of the more impartial and 
difcerhing part of men, who were concerned 
fot the true glory and intereft of the nation and 
of the crown, with indignation, mingled with 
contemptt· 

ABOUT the fame time with the royal 
nUFtials, thofe of the archduke with the infanta 
were folemnized !; but not long after, they fet 
out together for the Netherlands, having rt­
ceived full alfurance from the king and his 
tninifter, that no affiitance in money or in 

• Gon. Davila, lib. ii. t Addidones a la Hiftoria de 
MaIvezzi, p. lp. t Alben had before-hand refigncd 
hii dignity of W'dinal into the hands of tht pope. 

troops) 

It 

BOOlt 
I. 

April 1599. 



.. 

12 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

BOOK 
I. . 

troops, which SFain could afford, fhould be .. 
wanting to fupport them in their new fove­
reignty, and to enable them to accomplifh the 
reduEtion of the revolted provinces. 

IN forming this refolution, there was no 
room for hefitation. From the conditions upon 
which the late king had transferred the fove­
reignty of the Netherlands to his daughters 
joined to the age of that princefs, there was 
little ground to doubt that it would, ere long, 
revert to the Spanifh monarchy. It could not 
be confidered, even during the life of the in­
f<inta, in any other light than as a fief of 
Spain: for fhe and her fucceifors were expreff­
ly required to take an oath of fidelity to the 
kings of Spain; and, in order to infure the 
faithful obfervance of this oath, the libetty 
was referved of putting garrifons of Spanifh 
troops into Antwerp, Ghent, Cambray. and 
other places; befides which, both parties had 
folcmnly engaged to regard the fame powers 
as enemies, or as friends, and promifed mutu~ 
:t11y to affifi: and defend each other againft all 
th~ world be fides *. 

I T would probably have raved the Spanifh 
monarchy from the extreme debility into which 

.;t Thuanus, lib. cxxi. cap. 2. 
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it fell in the prefent and in the following reign, 
and would have highly contributed to leffen 
thofe difficulties which, in his future admini­
ftration, the duke of Lerma was about to en­
c;ounter, haq the fovereignty yielded been 
enjoyed frec: and independent, by the infanta, 
and Spain been delivered from the burthen of 
.the war with the United Provinces. But 
Ifabella could not, in this cafe, have accepted 

of the fovereignty conferred on her. Without 

the affiil:ance of Spain, fhe muft have funk 
under her unequal contell: with the Dutch, 

fllpported by the queen of England; or fhe 
mull: inftantly have made peace with thefe 

powers, on whatever terms they fhould be 

pleafed to prefcribe. The fovereignty of the 
United Provinces would thus have been efta. 
bli!hed, and both their religious and civil li­
berty have been n:cognifed. 

To embrace a rneafure which would be at­
tended with fo difagreeable a call fcq tlcnce, 
Philip was hardly lefs aver!c than his father 
'had ever been. With a temper, gentle and 
obfequious to excefs, he was dt:voted with the 

moil: bigoted attatchment to, the Popilh faith; 
~nd being entirely governed by his minifter, 
'Who, on all occaGons, aGiduoufiy courted the 
favour of the Soanilh ecc1diaftics, and the . 
fovereign pontiff, he would have believed him-
,(df highly criminal in the fight of God, had 

7 lIe 
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. he not rcfolved to employ his utmoft power to 
reduce the revolted provinces under obedience 

to the holy fee. He had, befides, befOre his 
father's death, formerly given his conrent to 
the deed of transference, with ;til the condi~ 
tions that were annexed to it; and,. as he could 
not, confiftentlywith honour, [0, from his affec­
tion to the infanta, he was not inclined to retraCl: .. 

PROMPTED by thefe motives, which were 

not likely ever to lofe their force, he refoIved 
to confider his fifter's and her hufband's in­
tereft as his own, and to take the fame concern 
in all the affairs of the Netherlands, as if the 
fovereignty of that country had never been 

transferred. Conformably to this refolution, 

both the money and the troops of Spain con· 
tinued to be employed in the Low Countries, 

as in the preceding reign. All the affairs of 
thefe provinces were directed as formerly by 
Spanifh councils. The intereft of the Spanifh 
monarch was affeCted as much as ever by what 

happened there; and, for thefe reaSons, almoft 

all the important tranfaB-ions which paired in' 
the provinces, for feveral years after the pre­
fent period, make an dfential part of the 
S panilh hiftory. 

THE archduke having, during his abrenct', 
1:Olnmitted the .go\lernlllt:nt of the Netherlands 

~ 
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to his coofin, cardinal Andrew of Auftria, 
bifhop of Conftance, and the comTlHlnd of the 
{ol'ces to Mendoza, marquis of Guadalette 
and admiral of Arragon, had inftruEt:ed the 
latter to fecure fome convenient patrage over 
die Rhine, which might open an entrance into 
the northern· provinces, and enable him either 
to (upport the army at the expence of the 
enemy, or, if that fhould be found impraCti­
cable, to quarter them in the country of 
Cleves, and the other neutral adjoining ftates. 
Albert gave Mendoza inftruCtions, at the fame 
time> to avoid expoGng the army to any un­
neceffary rilk, before his return; and therefore 
there is litde room for doubt that his principal 
intention, in ordering him to cro[s the Rhine, 
was to furnifh the troops with free quarters, in 
compenfation for their pay. To form this ex­
traordinary refolution, it is faid, he was deter­
mined by neceffity; the fonthern provinces of 
the Netherlands having been greatly exhaufl:ed 
by the depredations of the Spanifh troops, 
which had fa often mutinied, and his exchequer 
dr,.ined, partly by the [urns lately advanced in 
payment of their arrears, and partly by the 
preparations for his journey t{) Spain, which, 
in honour of the young queen,. had been per­
formed with unufual rnagnifir:ence •• 

• Bc.ntivoglio, p:l.rt lii. lib. v. p • ..,73' 
BUT 
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BUT whatever were Albert's motives (01' 
having recourfe to fa unjuftifiable an expt:dient, 
it fhould [eem that he eQuId not have made 
choice of a pe,Ion better quaJifiLd, by the 

native temper of his mind, for carrying his plan 

into execution. I mmediately after the arch­
duke's departure, Mendoza, having colleCted 

together all the troops which could be [pared 
from the neceffary defence of the country, 
paffi:d over the Maefe near Rurernond, and di­

reCted his march, at the head of twenty thou­
fand foot, and two thoufand five hundred 
horfe*, towards Orroy, a town on the weft fide 

of the Rhine, belonging to the duchy of Cleves. 
The garrifon of this place, being utterly un­
prepared for a defence, were eafily induced, by 
promifes mingled with threats, to open their 
gates and receive him. He then applied him­
felf to ftrengthen the fortifications of the town 
and citadel, and at the fame time employed a 
great part of his f(ll"CeS f,Jr feveral weeks in 
fortifying Wanum, :l [man town on the eail: 

fiue of the river, direCtly oppofite to Orfoy. 

Ar.THOUGH his communication with the . 
country beyond the Rhine was thus fecured" 

* This army contified of feven thollfand Spaniards. 
three thou[and Italians, two thoufand Burgul'dians, a 
thoufand lrilh, and ft:ven thoufand Germans and WaI. 
loons, befides the cavalry. 

he 
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he judged it to be of great importance to get 
voffeffion of fome other town upon the Rhine, 
at a fmaIler diftance from the enemy, and 
therefore he marched down the river, with all 
pis forces, and laid liege to Rhinberg. This 
place, belonging to the bifhopric of Cologne, 
was, as above related, in the hands of the 
United Provinces. It was deemed a place of 
conliderable ftrength, and was defended by a 
fufficient garrifon. The Spaniards, after batter­
ing the walls, attempted to take the town by 
frorm, and were repulfed with great {laughter. 

BUT the liege was much fooner brought to 
a conculfion than the befiegers had reafon to 
expect, through one of thofe fatal accident!.> 
which have often happened fince the invention 
of gunpowder, when the utmofl: precaution is 
not employed in plcferving it. Having caught 
fire, from a fpark occalioned by tht: ftroke of 
a cannon-ball againfl: the tower where the ma­
gazine was kept, and which the ball had en­
tered by a window, not only the tower, but a 
great part of the wall of the town was thrown 
down. Several veffels in the river were, by 
the violent agitation of the water, overwhelm­
ed and funk, and the governor, his wife and 
family, with a confiderable number of the in­
habitants, were buried in the ruins. The gar­
rifon ftoad aghaft at this unforeft:en difafter; 
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and, dreading that the town mllfi: now be takeJ1 

by affauJr, they refolved, without farther refift; 

anee, to capitulate on terms, to which Men­

doza, in order to fave time, immediately 
agreed *. 

By the fucce[s which attended the Spanilh 
arms in the reduClion of Or[oy «nd Rhinberg, 
all the other towns in that quarter were filled 

with anxiety and terror. Burick, a town on 

the weft fide of the Rhine, in the duchy of 
Cleves, having, without hefitation, admitted a 
Spanifh garriion, Mendoza began to make 
preparations for employing force againi1: ~T e­

feI, one of the moO: f1ouriOling places ;n the 
circle of W ci1phaEa; and which had lately rr.­

c~ivcd a confiderable augmentation of pro:.. 
teftant inhabitants from the neighbouring pro­

vinces. Having abolifhed the exercife of rr;e 
Catholic relit;ion, and dlablifhed the Reform. 
cd, as t'll1ght by Calvin, in its fread, they 
knew how guilty they muft appear in the eyes 
of a Spaniard, and were at the fame time con­
fcious of being unable to defend themfelve. 
againfi: fo great a force. They attempted, by 
fending the general an embaify,. with prefenti 

for himfdf, to divert him from his pur­
pofe. But Mendoza, laying hold of this op-

'" Thuanus, lib. cxxi. cap. 9. Grotius, lib. vii. Benq. 
yoglio, p. 474. 

portunity 
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portunity to colour his prefent expedition with 
dle lJrerext of zeal for the Popifu Elith, pe­
remptorily required they Dlould immediately 
reftore the exercife of the Catholic religion. 
With this condition the inhabitants, in order 
to avoid a liege, were obliged, though ex­
tremely reluCtant, to comply~. After which, 
though he had before rejetted their prefcnts, 
he demanded a large ftlpply of pruvifions, and 
of money for his troops : and having obtained 
his demands, he continued his match down 
th,~ river, and took poffeffion of the towns of 
Rees and Emerick. 

THE inhabitants of the latter of thefe places, 
having been long diftinguiihed by their at­
t:lchnv:nt to Popery, had, from fome intereft­
ed motive, invited the Spanifh army to come 
into that quarter, and had received a promife . 
in writing from Mendoza, that neither their 
town nor territory fhould futr~r any inconve­
nience tiom the neighbourhood of his troops~ 

H; inufted however upon their admitting It. 

Spaniih garrifon; and when they reminded 
him at his promife, by one of their principal 
eccldiaftics, he replied. that the fervice of the 
king and the intereft of religion made it ne-

• The Spanilh army had no iooner left Germany than 
the p.-iefts were again expelled~ and CaJ\'inifm re­
til.abWhed. 
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cefrary for him to change his views and mea­
fures. The prieft afked him if, after fuch a 
declaration, it was furprifing that the revolted 
provinces fuould refufe to put truft in the faith 
of the king of Spain, or of his generals; arid 
warned him of the vengeance threatened by 
heaven againft deceit and falfilood. But Men­
doza, unmoved by this remonftrance, gave 
orders for the immediate admiffion of his 
troOps *. 

·IN order however to appeafe the people of 
Emerick, he readily promifed that only four 
hundred i1lOuld be rent, and he even required 
the German officer who commanded them to 
fwear that he would not admit a greater num­
ber. Notwithftanding which, fo little regard 
did he pay either to his charaCter or his faith, 
that he afrerwards attempted to introduce 
another cohort, under Barlotta, an Italian j to 
w.hom the German refufed admittance, faying 
openly, that though the general had fct the 
example, he would not violate his faith. 

AfTER getting poifeffion of Emerick, the 
SpAniili army was at the diftance only of a few 
miles from the fort of Schenck, and other 
places belonging to the United Provinces; nor 

t OrotilU. lib. vii. p. 3)l. 
ha& 
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had the flates been inattentive to the danger 
,!hich fa nearly threatened them. Having, 

from the commencement of Mendoza's expe. 
dition, fufpeCted that his defign muft be to 
make an attack upon their ealtern frontier, 

prince Maurice had haftily affembled together 
at Arnheim, a body of troops, amounting to 
fix thoufand foot, and fifteen hundred horfe. 
and had ventured to crofs the lffel, and ad­

vanced towards the enemy as far as Zevenaer, 

which lies at little more than a day's march 

from Emerick. 

WITH fuch unequal forces he could not 

pretend to cope with the enemy in the open 
field; but on no occafion had he ever exhibit· 

ed greater military fkill and conduCt. By 

making choice of the moft proper ftations, 

which the nature of the country could afford, 

and the prudence and viligance which he dif­

played in ftrengthening all the approaches to 
his camp, he rendered it impoffible for the 

!).panilh general to attack him with any proba­
bility offuccefs; while, at the fame time, he 
prevented him from advancing any farther, or 

undertaking the fiege of any of the frontier 

towns upon the 11fd. The two armies, be­

tween which there was ·fo grot a diCparity of 

numbers, lay for a confiderable time almoft in 
ti~ht of each other j and, from the anxiety 

C 3 which 
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which Mendoza difcovered on that occafion, it 
ihould feem he was deeply implefied with a 
fenfe of his inferiority to prince Maurice, in 

refpeCt of military knowledge and capacity. 
For ten days and nights, without intermifiion~ 

his whole army, horfe and foot, d:ood under 

their arms; and were permitted to take no 
other reft, though it was in the middle of 
winter, but in their ranks in the open air. It 
was necdIJry, meanwhile, to fend all! his ca­
valry, and the retainers of his ~amp, in [earch 
of forage and proviuons i and between them 

and detachments of,~he prince's army various 

rcncounters happened, in which they weT'~ a'l­

ways worfted, and confidcrable numbers taken 

prifoners. 

BOTH the Spanifh infantry and cavalry had 
began to fu/fc'r f() mllch from the cold, joined 

to a fcarciry of provifions, and were at the 

fame time fo much difheartened by that anxiety 

arid dread of which their general's conduCt 
was fa expreffive, that there was ground to be­

lieve, that if Maurice had thought himfelf at 
liberty to attack them, he would have ar:­

quired a cheap and cafy viCtory, 

FINDING it at length impoffible, on account 

of me want of proviflOns, to remain any longer 

~ JQ 
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in their prefent fituation, they directed their B .0 0 ~ 
1. 

warch towards Doeiburg, which commands an. -
ls~8. 

important palfage over the Ilfd, into the ter-

ritory of V due. But Maurice, who lay nearer 

to that place, eafily reached it In time to be 

fully prepar~d for their approach. They flopt Novemb(r. 

fuort therefore at Dotechem, a town on their 

road to Daefburg; and there deliberated what 

courfe they fhould next purfue. 

To a general of fuch mean capacity as Men­

d.oza, and fa little endued with the {pirie of 
laudable ambition or enterprize, there appear­

ed to be no raom far hefitatian. By the feve­

rity of the fcafon, by the {word of the enemy, 

and by defcrtion, hi:; army had fufTered confi­

derable diminution; and, having been long 

permitted to plunder the country through 

which they paffed, and to live in the moil: li­
centious manner, they were become reluCtant 
to fubmit to the controul of m!litary difci­

pline. He dreaded, be fides, the great abilities 

qf Maurice, and thought it doubtful whether, 

in cafe he fhould fucceed in effecting his pa(­

[age over the I lfe1, he would find it practicable 

to fupport his army during the wiae::r {cafon 

in the territories of the frates, where aLnoft 

all the towns were fortified, aad prepared for 

~heir defence. Determined by thefe conJider-
C 4 ations, 
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ations, he refolved to turn back, and to take 
up his winter-quarters in the duchy of Cleves, 
and other neutral ftates in the r.erritOI y of 
Weftphalia. He accordingly retired with pre­
cipitation, leaving behind him many of his 
fick and wounded, expofed to the mercy of the 
inhabitants of the ~ountry, who were highly 
exafperated by the injury and outrage they had 
received. Maurice purfued him for fevera} 
miles, and cut off or took prifoners fo great a 
number of his troops, that, including thofe 
who had deferted, and thofe who had fallen or 
were taken prifoners in former rencotlnters, it 
was computed that h~ had loft above feven 
thoufand men. 

I-lE fixed his head-quarters at Rees, having 
left a thong garrifon in Emerick, which lay 
nearer to the enemy, under the command of 
the count de Boucquoi, one of his ableft 
officers. But the COli nt, having foon after been 
taken prilcmer in a jl-;.irmifh with count Lewis 
of NalTau, Maurice conceived the defign of 
making himfelf rnafler of the town. For ttJis 
purpofe he ordered count Hohenioe to inveft 
it; and, in order to prevent Mendozil from 
returning to its relief, he cut the dyke of the 
Rhine, and laid all the country between Rees 
and Emerick under watn. By this devife the 

garrifon, 
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gaTrii'on, having no prof pea of affiftance from 
their friends, were intimidated, and, after a 
feeble refiftancc, laid down their arms. Maurice 
was equally fuccefoful againft the garrifon ofZe­
venaer: but belllg well pleafed with an oppor­
tunity of {hO'ving his condemnation of the cun· 
duB: of the Spanilh general, who, with fo great 
a contempt of the eftablifhed laws of nations, 

had feizcd on the tow ns of neutral powers, he 

retained porreffion of neither of thefe places, 
but delivered Emerick to the citizens, and Ze­
venaer to the duke of Cleves *. After which 
he put his troops into winter-quarters) and 
went himfelf to the I-hgue, where he was em­
ployed during the remaining part of the winter 

in making preparations for the next campaign. 

IN the mean time, Mendoza, equally inat­
tentive to his charaCter and to the laws of hu­
manity, permitted his troot's to exercife the 
moil: cruel oppreffion over the people of \Veft­
phalia, from whom he could not pretend that 
~ither the king of Spain or the archduke had 
rec;eived the fmalleft i~1ury. After plunder­
ing the inhabitants of the open country, and 
leaving them neither corn nor cattle for their 
fupport) ,he allowed his fuldiers to employ 

GrctiU$, p. 3S 3. &C o 
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force againtt felch of the towns a.s refufed them 

admittance; and the towns being generally U{l­

prepared ftw defence, they got poiTeffion of 
many of them, where they not only lived al: fiee 

'quarters on the citizens, but robbed them of 
their moft valuable effects, whic:l they fold at 

Cologne, and, by the merchants (here, tranf­

mitted the price, amounting to very great 
[urns, to Antwerp or other places in the N e­

therlands. Nor were they fatidied with pillage 

or plunder, but indulged themfelves in every 

fpecies of licentioufnefs; and treated the in­

habitants, on innumerable occafions, w;th a. 

degree of barbarous cruelty and outrage, of 

which the troops under Frederick de Tolc:do 

had, in their treatment of the people of Z ut­

ph~n and N aarden, furnifhed the only inil:anG':: 

which occurs in the annals of Europe for many 

years '*. 

IN order to compel fuch of the people as 

they fufpeCted of being rich, to reveal their 

rreafures, they wounded [orne, they mutilated 

others, and, under the pretext of their being 

heretics, they committed others to the flame •• 

Count Falcoilein, lord of Bruck, a Protdlant, 

having refuf.:J them admittance into his ofrle, 

Grotius, lib. vii. 
which 



PHILlP III. KING OF SPAIN. 

which for fame time he defended againft them 

wirh great refolution, at length ittrrendered, 

on condition that he and his domeftics fhould 

be allowed to depart in iaftty ; but he was no 

fooner in their power, than they firft l,tJtchered 

his domeftic9' before his eyes, and afltrWa; ds 

himfelf. Mendoza had the effrontery to avow 

and vindicate fome inf1ances of this kind, by 
alleging, that thofe who had fuffered were he­
retics; but it was not the Proteftants only, 

but great numbers likewife of the Catholics, 

who experienced the barbarity of his tro'lps; 

and even many of thofe who had difl:inguifl1ed 

themfdves by their attachment to the Spanilh 

intereft in the Netherlands; among whom 

were the fubjeCts of the bi{hops of MUl1fler, 

Paderborn, Liege, aud Cologne, as well as the 

duchies of Cleves, and J uliers, who were all 

treated with the fame violence and Inhuma­

nity *. 

By thefe enormities the German pnnces 

were affeCted in the manner which it was na­

tural to exped. They were fired with indig­
nation againil their barbarous oppreffi.JfS, J.nd 

had early deliberated concerning the meafiJres 

proper to be purfued. No European nation 

.. GrOtiul', lib. v;i. Thuanus, lib. cxxi. Pia[ecii Chro· 
nica, anno 1598. Gefiorum in Europa iingulJrium. 
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had been more diflinguifhed than the Germam 
by their warlike difpofition, and their military 
prowefs, as no nation had exerted greater in­
trepidity and vigour in the defence of their 
property and liberty when attacked. But, 
having enjoyed profound tranquillity for near 
half a century, and all of them, but a few who 
had entered into the fervice of foreign frates, 
having been difufed to war, their tamends and 
timidity invited the injuries of the Spanifh 
foldiers; who foulld not only the inhabitants of 
the open country, but thofe likewife of mofr of 
the towns, utterly dl'fenc'tltf~ and unarmed. It 

was probably Albert':> knowledge of this, join­
ed to the conftJeracion of the charatl:er of Ro­

dolph, the prefent emperor, a prince of a tame 
and indolent difpofirion, chat had induced him 
to rel()lve to fupporr his army at the expenee of 
the Germans; and what they fuffered affords a 
ftriking, prvof h()w necdfary it is that every 
reopk, cxpofi:c1 by their firu<1tioo to be invad­
ed) ibollld) inflcad of tl"u'hng to their neutra­
lity, or to the Clith 0: treaties, ftand) on ~Il 
(JccafieJl]s, in a pollurt: of defence. 

THE people \\1\0 fufrc rcd moft from thr de:­
preLb.ti oi1~ of the Spaniard:; were the fubjeCl:,s 
of the duke of Cleves, and of Frncft of Ba­

varIa, who held, ilt the prefcnt period, the 
[qlU" 
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four biilioprics of Munfter~ Paderborn, Liege, 
ami Cologne. Erneft, who had formerly been 
much indebted to the court of Spain, and 
was extremely defirous of avoiding a rupture 

with the archduke, in order to obtain redrefs, 
refoived to content himfelf with making re­

monftr~nces and complaints. 

THE duke ofCicves was a weak prince, and, 
being at times diforclered in his judglTH'nt, 
was incapable of holding the reins of govern­

ment. But his place was well fupplied on 
the prefent occarion, by his fifler, Sibylla, a 
princefs of a mafCllline fpirit, who exerted 
great aCtivity in lOufing the indignation of the 
neighbouring flates and princes, and laboured 
to colwince them of the necemey of uniting 

together, in order to drive the Spaniards Ollt 

of Germany. The elector Palatine, the land­
grave of Heffe, feverai imperial cities on ~he 
banks of the Rhine, and a great number of 
counts, and other fovereign princes in Weft:­
phalia, readily entered into Sibylla's views, 
and endeavoured to intercft the reft of the em­

pire, or at leaft the neighbouring ci;-cles, in 

their c:lufe. 

THEY began with remonftrar;ng to the Qrch­

duke againft the iniquity of his conduCt i and 
they 
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they were CeconJed by an ambaffador, Cent for 

that purpofe by the emperor~ who likewife 

publifhecl a refcript, commanding Mendoza 

immediately to evacuate the towns and ter­

ritories of which he had taken poffeffion. But 

finding that no regard was paid b." Mendoza 
to the emperor's refcript; and that, :nilead of 
complying with their requefts, Albert only 

lamented that the neceffity 0(· his !ituarion had 
obliged him to adopt a meafure which he [aid 
was equally difagreeabIe to himfelf as to them, 

they affembled together at l\lunfter, and re­

folved all of them, but the bifhop, or elector 

of Cologne, to have recourfc to arms. It was 

agreed that a numerous army fhould be raifed 

with the utny)~t expedition. The proponicn 
of money and troops which each prince or 

ftate fllJulcl fuwifh was afcertaincd; and the 

count de la Lippe, lieutenanr-general of the 
circle of vVdiphalia, Was ;:ppointed to be 

c()mmander in chief: FrGm the unanimity, ala­
crity, and ardour which aI,peared in this affem­

bly, there was ground to hope for the utmoft 

diil)atch and vigour in carryine the plan adopt­

ed, into execution; yet fi-om the f10wnefs in­
cident to the motiom of a leagu\) in which 
no one member poffeffes authority [umciclll to 

concrou! the reH·, the ieafon, as will be ken 

in the kqutl, was far advanced before the 
count 
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THE Spanifh army, in the mean time, kept 
poffeffion of all the towns into which they had 
entered; anI!, without reftraint from their ge­
neral, continued to exercife over the people 
the fame oppreffion as before; till the [cafon 
arrived when the cardinal governor of the N e­
therlands judged it proper to begin the opera­
tions of a new campaign. They were then 
withdrawn from all the towO!> in which they 
were quartered, except Orfoy, R hinberg, Rees, 
and Emerick; the Iaft of which places they 
had again obliged the inhabitants to furrender, 
after prince Maurice had retired. 

T H F cardinal having come to Rees, where 
he ht-Jd a council of war, to deliberate con­
cerning an expedition againft fome of the 
fj-nntier rowns of the U nired Provinces, it was 
dt-termined to undertake the fiege of Bommel, 
the conqueft of which would open an entrance 
iIfto Holland: but, in order to conceal this 
intention from the fiarcs, and to facilitate the 
landing of the troops on the ine of Bommel, 
it was agreed to fend a detachment of the 

• Bentivoglio, part iii. lib. v. ab initio. Grotius lib. 
vii & viii. Thuauus, lib.~xxi, &c. 

army 

Si~ge of 
Bommd. 



BOOK 
1. ---1599· 

HISTC,RY OF THE REIGN OF 

army to make a feigned attack on the fort of 
Schenck, which, as formerly defcTibed, is fitlJ­
ated on the upper extremity at the Betuwe. 
This detachment was fent down along the 
right or north fide of the Rhine, while Men. 
doza, with the main army, ma.ched down 
on the other; and both diviflons began 

about the fame time to plaYoff their batteries 
againft the fort; the former from the banks 
of the Rhine, and the latter from thofe of the 
Waal. 

PRINCE Maurice's head-quarters were at 
Arnheim, only 2. few Jeagues diftant from 
Schenck. He had never before experienced to 
great anxiety or fatigue. Almoft all the offi­
cers, on whom he chiefly depended for the 
execution of his orders, were aHent: count 
Hohenloe was in Germany, employed in ex­
citing the prillces of the league of Munfter to 
take the field againfl: the Spaniards; colonel 
Vere was not returned hom England, whither 
he had gone to haften a body of frefh troops, 
whIch had been promifed by Elizabeth; and 
the younger la Noue had not finifhed fome 
levies, which with the connivance of the king, 
he had been making among the Proteftants in 

Al'lil. France. All the troops therefore which 

Maurice had been able to mutter, after leav. 

IDi 
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ing fufficient garrifons in the fortified towns, 
amounting only at this time to four thoufand 
nien. With this little army he crofTed over 
to the Betuwe: and having reinforced the 
garrifon of Schenck, and ftrengthened the 
banks oppoqte to Mendoza, where only he had 
occafion to fufpeCt that an attack might be de­
figned, he lay prepared to oppofe him in cafe 
he fhould attempt to land on the ifiand. 

THE Spaniards, having the river between 
them and the fort, were at too great a diftance 
to do execution with their artillery; and, as this 
attack was only a feint to amufe prince Maurice, 
and that for this reafon they had not taken 
time to employ the ufual precautions for their 
fhelter from the enemy's fire, they loft upwards 
c,f four hundred men. This expence of blood, 
which the prince could eafily obferve from the 
ramparts, contributed to confirm hi:.; hdief 
that their defign againft the fort was ferious, 
and his attention was therefore wholly engroff­
ed with providing for its defence. In the mean 
t;me the count of Berg, with a body of troops, 
under the command of the colonels Stanley, 
Zapeau, and Barlotta, was ordered to march 
down along the left or (rmth fide of the \Vaal i 
and, in order to cover his lnten tion, a great 
number of boats had been tranfported to this 
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river over land from the Maefe, on board of 
which he emb ... rkeu his troops. and feemed to 

intend pailing over to the BetlJwe. Prince 

Maurice could hardly doubt that this was his 

defign; and, to rrevent him fi'om accompli!h­

ing it, he carefully watched his J1}otions with 
a part of his f()rccs, which being put on board 

of boats colletlcd together at Nimegucn, kept 

direCtly oppofite to the Spaniards in their pro­
greis down the j·iver. In this manner both 

parties continued to advance, [oJ11etimes ap­

proaching witllln reach of each other's fire, and 

the Spaniards teemingly intending on fome oc­

caftons to efYeCt: a landing on the Betuwe, till 

they both arrived in the neighbourhood of the 

Voorn; when the count de Berg, having dif­

embarked his troops, drew all his boats on 
1hore, and having put them into caniagc~~ 

which had been prepared f()r that purpOrt, he 

marched with great expedition acrofs the coun­

try, from the Waal to the Macfe, where hav­

ing again launched his boats, he failed down 

the river till he arrived at EmpcJ, and thus 

1::cured a paili1gc into the iile of Bomme1. 

THE fortifications of the town of that name, 
which francis on the other fide of the lfiand, 
though, on account of its fttuation, deeined a 

ph:ce of gn:at importancf, had, amidil the 
muIt'i-
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multiplicity of objeCts whIch required the ac­

tion of Maurice and the ftates, been extremely 

neglected; the old fortifications were ruinous, 

and new ones, which had been begun, were 

yet unfinifhed. 

HAD the troops, therefore, under the count 

de Berg, been fufficiently numerous" or had 

Mendoza advanced in time to his fupport, he 

might without much difficulty have accom­

plifhed the ol~eCl: of his expedition. But the 

army having been detained longer than it 

ought to have been in the fictitious attack on 

the fort of Schenck, the count was obliged to 

reft fatisfied with iecuring his ftation at Em­

pel, or with making fhort excurfions into 

the country. Prince Maurice was .• in the 

mean time, every day receiving frdh fupplies 

of troops fi'om France, Eng~and, and other 

places; and his army amounted now to fc) 
great a number, that he could ;:tftord to leaye 

a part of it for the defence of the Detuwe, and 

lead the reft to Bommel. 

HE accordingly no fooner recel ved informa­
tion of the cOllnt of Berg'S inv;;iion of that 

ifiand, than he fet out with the greater part of 

his army, and arrived there in tif!~e to prevent 

the inhabitants ii'om abandoning the town, 

D :1 which 
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which they we're preparing to do, from their 
defpair of being able to defend it. Mendoza, 
lefe his camp oppofite to the Schenck about 
the fame time, and, having in his march re­
duced the fort of Crevccreur, which would 
have interrupted his communic;:\tion with Boii 
Ie Due, he tranfported his force~ into the ine 
of BommeI, and began to lead them towards 
the town. He fir£l:: attempted to make himfelf 
ma£l::er of the dyke of the vVaal, on which he 
intended to have erected batteries, in order to 
ftraiten the navigation of the river, but was 
prevented by an incefiimt fire from a great 
number of armed veifds, which Maurice had 
prepared for that purpo[e. From the delay 
occafioned by this unneceifary enterprize, and 
J.he reduction of C reveca:Uf, a general of fo 
great activity as Maurice had Ieifilre to PllC 

the town of Bommel into a proper pofture vf 
defence. 

HIS army, at this time, was not inferior to 
that of the enemy, and amounted to eighteen 
thoufand foot and three thoufand horre. Hav­
ing pitched his camp on the right fide of the 
Waa1, oppofite to BommeI, and conftrufred 
two bridges ., formed of barb covered with 
plank?, one above and the other below the 
'own, he committed the defence of the place, 

t Each four hundred and fifty paie~ in length. 

I to 
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to a (eleCt body of four thoufand foot and two 

thpu[and horfe. 

BOMMEL was too [man a place to admit of 
.fo numerous a garrifon; but, in ordp.r that he 
might avail bimfelf of the great number of his 
troops, his firft care had been to give the 
town an artificial magnitude, by drawing 
round it, at a little diftance from the walls, an 
intrenchment, ftrength~ned with a ditch, and 
with redoubts at proper diftances; to which 
he added a covered way, a new [pecies offorti­
fi':at10n, of which he himfelf was the jnventor~ 
and which he firft put in practice on the pre .. 
fent occafion. 

MENDOZA was greatly difconcerted by the 
cderity and difpatch with which thefe Vt orks 
were executed: and as not only the cannon 
planted upon them, but a ftrong battery which 
Maurice had raifedt on the dyke of the river, 
was ready to be played off upon the Spaniards, 
as foon as they approached, they fuffered a' 
eonfiderable lo[s of men, before they could 
cover t:hemfdves with their trenches. Men­
doza might now have feen his error in not 
advancing fooner (0 the liege: and, if he pe­
flected on the ftrength of th~ place, and the 
number of the garrifon, or on tbe neighbour­
hood of the prince's army, and the facility 
with which, as he wa~ mafter of the river~ h~ 
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could, at ali times, introduce fllpplies or re­
inforcements into the town, it muft appear 

furprifing that he did not perceile the impoffi­

bility of fucceeding in his attempt. 

PRINCE Maurice, on the other hand, was 

blamed by many of his countrymen for refting 

fatisfied with defending a town againft an 

enemy, whom it was alledged~ a" he was fupe­
rior to them in numbers, he might have [uc­
cefsfully er.cotlOtered in the open field. It 
began to be illrmifed that Maurice did not 

willi to bring the war to a conclufion; and the 
fiates fCllt deputies, to repfefent to him, that 

as they CDuld never expeCt to aifemble a more 
flourifrling arrr.y than was at prefent under his 
command, and the expence which their late 
preparations had coft them was enormous .. , 
they could not help expreffing their defire that 
he would {horten the campaign as much as 

pomble, anu muil: therefore recommend to 

him, if he could do it with fafety, to try the 
fortune of a general engagement. 

MAURICE ,,,,as the more furprifed at this re­

mon{hancc of the frates, as they had hitherto 

bt'en extremely ~1Verfe to all adven~urous 

.. Twelve thollrandgilders. See Reid;m. quoted by 
LeCkrc, p. 197. 

meafures .; 
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meafures ; and, on many occafions, had dif- BOO J:; 
I. 

cpvcred a degree of caution bordering on timi- _. __ _ 

dity. He could not account for it, but on 
the fuppofition that they had liftened to the 
inunuations of his enemies, who accu[ed him 
of protraCting the war, with the view of per-
petuating his own authority; and, in order to 
wipe off this grouodlefs afperfioo, he would 
not have declined the rifk of a battle, in cafe 

a favourable opportunity had offered, "But. 
jn the prrlent fituation of the SpaniOl army, 
in a country fa narrow and confined, where his 
cavalry, in which only he was fuperior, could 
be of little ufe, no fuch opportunity could 
reafonably be expeCted. Should he attempt to 
tranfport his army over the Maefe into Bra-
bant, Bommel muil thereby fall into the hand. 
of the Spaniards; and, although, after the re-
duction of that place, they ihould be induced 
to follow him, and to offer battle, yet, without 
the greateft probability of fuced" he fhould 
doubt whether it would be expedient to ac-
cept j as the fate of battles orten depended on 
accidents, which no human prudence could 
forefee; and the king of Spain, with [ljch in­
exhauftible refamees, could much more eafily 
ful1:ain the 10fs of an army than the frates. It 
was for thefe reafons, not only his opinion,. but 
~hat of his molt experienced o{ficers~ that the 

P + enemy 
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enemy 1hould be pemlittc:d to fpend their 
ftrength in the liege of Bommel, which, fhould 
they perfift in it, he was confident would prove 
their ruin." The ftates, convinced by thefe 
confiderations, entered without much difficulty 
into the prince's views, and left him at liberty 
to purfue the plan of operations which he had 
laid before them. The cardinal Andrew, in 
the mean time, having with great activity, 
formed at Bois Ie Due, the moil ample maga­
zines of every thing neceffary for the fiege,. 
l\1:endoza was enabled to make his approaches 
to the town, with greater expedition than there 
was reafon to expect. His troops were now, in 
a good meafure, covered fi·om the enemy's 
nre; and he began to playoff his batteries. 
But it foon appeared how little reafon he had 
to fiatt~r himfdf with the hopes of fuccefs in 
his enterprize. The garrifon, fupported by 
fre1h troops, fent to their affifrance by the prince, 
could not only prevent them from making 
farther progrefs in the fie-ge, but fallied out 
againft them, fometimes by day, and fometimes 
by night" demolifhing their works, and put­
ting a confiderable number to the fword. The 
Spanifh troops. difplayed, on every oecafion, 
the moft determined intrepidity j and thereby 
fully juftified the caution of prince Maurice, 
in declining to reduce them to the neceffity of 

a ge-
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a general engagement. They gave the moft 
{hiking proofs likewife of the excellence of 
their military difcipline, by recovering them­
felves with a facility which aftoniiht:d the 
. enemy, from the confufion into which they 
were fometimes thrown; and they were every 
where fuccefsful in repreffing tbe fallies of the 
garrifon, although thefe fallies were performed 
by numerous bodies, amounting to five or fix 
thoufand men, of the beft of the French and 
Engliih forces, conducted by La N oue, colonel 
Vere, and other officers of the moO- un­

quefrionable bravery. They fuffered, how­
ever, confiderable 10fs. In the ipace of three 
weeks upwards of two thoufand perifhed; and 
the cardinal governor, being at laft convincc:d 
of the abfurdity of perfifting in hi5 enterprize, 
fent orders to Mendoza to raife the fiege. 

HE was determined, however, by the advice 
of Colonna, the hiftorian, who was at this 
time an officer in the Spaniih army, to at­
t~mpt accomplifhing, in anorher way, the ob. 
ject of the prcftnt expedition, by eretting a 
fOl t in another part of the illalld, fi·om which 
the fame advantage might be derived as from 
the poifefiJon of Bomme1: and, for this pur­
pofe, agreeably to the cotlnfd that was given 
him, he made choice of a narrow. neck of land 

which 
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which unites thc upper with the lower part of 
the iOand, intending to occupy, with a fOlti­
fication of the frrongeft kind, the whole fpace 
between the M aefe and the Waal; and thus, 
not only to ftcilitate an invafion of thc United 
Provinces, but to chctZk the enemy's naviga­
tion in both rivers, 

THE con!huEtion of this fort was committed 
to Velafco, general of the artillery. A thou­
f1nd [oleliers, aud two thoufand piuneers, were 
employed in the work; and the army was 

poned about the neighbouring villages of 
Herwyn and Rol1em, to prevent the approach 
of the em:my. 

MA 1] R I C E having pcnetrated this defigll, 
kd up hi 'i tl'Ot)PS along the north fide of the 
\Vaal, a:1d to:)\.: his itation direCtly oppofite to 
the Sp<miards ; where, having planted batteries 
of IllS brgtlt cannon, he greatly annoyed the 
wGrkmcl1, and, though not without (ome lois, 
did cOllu,b abl :~ CXJ:clltion. V darco, howc,:cr, 
perf.:vercd, ~(lld was at length able to cover his 
men limn the cncl1,Y's En:. 

THE prince finding then that all h:s efforts 
in this quarter mu£t be ineffeCtual, tranfJ)orted 
his army into the aclj oining iOe of Voorn; 
gnd, Com ::hc;1(e, fent over a detachment of 

three 
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three thoufand men, to the upper part of the 
iRe of Bommelj giving them inftruCtions to 
entrench themfelves at the village of Hervor­
den, which lies at a litde diftance from the 
place where the Spaniards were employeLl in 
making the new fort. His orders were exe­
cuted with the greateft expedition, and the 
entrenchments almoft completed before the 
Spaniards got notice th~t the troops had landed 

on the iI1and. 

MENDOZA, fenfible of the danger and j~~ 
conveniencies to which he was expofcd, frOlit 
having the enemy fo near him, immediately 
difpatched the count de Berg, to attack tbeir 

lines, with a numerous body of chofen troops. 
The count was repulfed with the lo[s of more 
than five hundred men, among whom were 
many oHicers of diftinguifhed merit: but hav­
ing ftationed the greater part of his army on 

that fide of the fort which lay next to the 
enemy, he kept the prince at bay, and enabled 
Y daCco, without interruption, to carryon hi, 
operations in the conftruCtion of the fort. 

THE SpaniIh cavalry, in the mean time, 
w hieh could never have proper accommoda­
tion, nor be fupplied with forage in the inc of 
Bomme1, were quartered in Brabant, in the 
neighbourhood of Megen Their communi-

cation 
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cation with the main army was kept open by 

a bridge over the Macfe; but as they lay at 
the diftance of feveral miles, a fort called Du­

rango, from the name of the engineer employ­

ed in eonftruaing it, and feveral redoubts, 

had been ereEted on that part of the dyke of 

(he river by y;hieh the enemy might avpl1>lch. 

N otwithlhnJing thde prudent precautions, 
prince Maurice ftill refolved to attack the 

Sp:ll1ii11 cavalry, anJ, with this view, having 

thrown a bridge Oh'l" the ~·/htfe £i'om the il1e 

ff Voorn, he kept his own cavalry in readi­

nefs to march as foon as orders filOuld be given 

them. But judging it neceff:1fY before hand 

to difiodgc t:1e Spaniards from their fortifica­

tions on the dyke of the river, he fent the 

fieur de la N OU<:', and colonel Vere, with a leIea 
body of troops, chiefly Engliili and French, 

to m;.lkc ,en att~Kk on fort Durango. N athing 

could rllrp;d~) the [pilit and intrepidity which 
thell: troops, animated by the exam pIe of their 

h:clCkrs, dif})Llyed in the attack.. Having 
t!1rovm c!m'in their pikes and mu[kets, tltey 

{(,,,ltd tllc j'alllpCilts in it'vera} places, and at­

t?eked the ~~;\!Tii(m) with cxtr~:o;'dinary fury, 
f.\'OJ'd in hand. But this garrifc)D) confilting 

of S r,aniards aud Walloons, though amounting 

only to five hundred men, commanded by La­

dei,wo, an officer of difiinguiilied bravery, in 

their 
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their defence difcovered a degree of intrepidity 

not inferior to that of the aifailants. The 
f~allncfs of their number was compenfated by 

the advantages of their fituation; and the 

combat was thus prolonged for feveral hours, 

with mutual Oaughter, tillia Noue and Vere. 

being informed that Mendoza was approach­

ing towards them with fuperior forces, judged 

it prudent to retire. 

No other memorable tranfactions happened 

between r the contending parties during this 

campaign. Maurice could not venture now to 
attack the Spaniih cavalry with f:lfety; and, 

from the precautions which had been taken to 

cover the workmen employed in ereCting the 

fort in Bommel, joined to the advantageous ft. 
tuation of the Spanilh army, he found it im­

pomble to prevent them from carrying that de. 
fign into execution. 
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THE fort was accordingly finiibed in the A fort 

ft 1 I fl I d crc~lcj{ 
rno regu ar manner: t 1e ramparts, an (e the ilk 01 

with baItians) and inHantly planted with can- Hommel 

non, in:3 great meafme commanded the navi-

g::tion of ti,c ]\1;)([(; on the fouth, and of the 

V'faal en the Q(J:t;1. On the calr and weft, 

they were Lc~.m:d with ditciles of exti"aorJinary 

bre::dch ,",nd dept:., 'h hich, being ;It all times 
filkd with ·""tel lie:.1 th,; riva:;, [en·eJ 2.S 

harbours 
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BOO ~ harbours from twelve armed veffels, fiationed in 
I. 

1.599· 
them, to cruife againft" the enemy. And, in 

imitation of the example which Maurice hid 

exhibited in the fortifications of Bommel, the 

whole was ftrengthened with a covered W,lY, 
which was ftrongly fortified with redoubts. 

THE c:ardinal came himfelf to viIit this fort 

as foon as it was finifhed; and havmg marked 

out a place for a church, of which he laid the 

firft fronc with his own hand, he gave, both to 

the church and to the fort, the name of Saint 

Andrew He had been extremely defirous to 

diftinguiih his adminifl-ration by fome remark­

able atchievemcnt; :llld he was overjoyed to 
have been able to finifi1 fa great a work, which 

he hoped would be found of great importance 

towards the rtJuction of the revolted pro­

VInces. 

PRINCE I\1:mrice, on the other hand, notwith­

fhnc1ing his fuccefsful defence of HommeJ, 
could not fail to be fcverely mortified; al­

though, as win appear in the fequel, this fort, 

the creding of which he had exertt~d his' 

lltl1lof1: {kill and vigour to prevent, ierved only 

to fi.lrniili him with one opportunity more than 
would otherwife have oeemed co difplay his 

,>':onted activ'lty and enterprize. In the mean 

time, he built :mother (ort direaly oppofite to 

Saint Andrc.v, on ~he right fide of the Waal, 
which 
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which rendered the country of Betue [ecure BOO It 

againft the incurfions of the enemy *. l. 

DURINC the cour[e of thde trant:,Etions in 
the Netherlands, the Germans, in the circle of 
V\T efrphalia, had begun rheir opc!'ations ::gainfl: 
the Spaniih garrifons in Rbinberg, and the 
other to\"ms tlpon the Rhine. But as nei ther 
the ernperor, nor the electors bf Cologne, 
Ment7., and Trevcs, befides {cveral other 
Popifu princes, were willing to come to an 
open rupture with the coure of Spain, their 
preparations for war had not been Glrried on 
with that alacrity whi(:h might have been ex­
peaed from the {hong :1:")(1 jutl: rc{i.:ntment 

with which they were inflamed; and the [ea[on 

of aaion was far {pent befere they were ready 
to open the campnign. The eleEtor Palatine 
had withdrawn his contingent of troops, under 
the pretext tliat the league had been violated 
by the other eleCtors; and the' bil1lOp of 
Cologne, though his fubjecrs had fuH<':rcd 
greatly from the depredations of the Sp:iniards, 
had carried his compb.ifance to thern to fi> 
great a length, as to pcrnl it them to make 
levies in his dominions, :u:d to {urniDl (hem 
with provifi('ms and milirary nores. 1 twas 

• Grotius;,lib. viii. EC:iti vogi':'. pHt i"l, lib. v. Th;Ja­
nm, lib. cxxii. 

there. 
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Netherlands had found means to appeafe, be­
ing. unwilling to fupply his troops with pro­
vifions, he foon abandoned his attempt, and 
direCled his march towards Rees, where he 
expetted the Dutch could more eaiily convey 

to him fuch a"fiifhncc as his exigencies fhould 
reqlllre. 

TIll! garrifon of R ees was ill prepared for 
their defence, and it la Lippe hld li(rent'd to 
the CQuolel of count Hohenbe, who advifed 
him .to ftation a part of his army on the other 
fiJe of the river, to prevent them from re­
ceiving any reinf;Hcement or ji1;)plies, they 

would Joon have timnd it nece!f:1fY to by dGwn 
their alms: b~lt he neglected tLis n~'Cdlny 

precamion. The ga,Tifon were k'/tLll times 

reinforced by dcuchments from the army in 
Dommel; and, 3t length, Ending therd(:~vfs 

P0JreDed (If (tlilic;cnt ftremtth, and obferving 
1....' 0 

that the fiege was carried on in the mull re-
mire; and negligent manner, they made a viso­

rous attack upon his trt'Dche" pm a gleat 
number of his men to the fw()r.l, n,liid 11p ft> 

veral ofllis cannon, and even ca ricd off fome 

()f them in triumph to tile town. 

Tr-lls dif<--.frer increafed tl1e divirion which 
from the beginni!lg had fubiiHrd among the 
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Netherlands had fi.n.md means to appc:lfe, be­
ing. unwilling to fupply his troops with pro­
viuons, he foon abandoned his attempt, and 
directed his march towards Rees, where he 
expected the Dutch could more ealily cOllvey 
to him fuch ;tf1i.!lancc as his cxigencie~ fhoulJ 

reql1lre. 

T lIn garriloJl of H ees was ill prepared for 
their defence, and if 1.1 Lippe had lii1.:ened to 
the counld of COllnt Hohenbe, who aJyifed 
him to ftation a part of his army on the other 

fide of the river, to prevent them {l'om re­

ceiving any reinj;)lcemem or lil;)l:lie~, they 
would j\ym have f;mnd it n~ce!Lry t:) by dc",m 
their arms: bIlL he negkEtcd til;:; n~'cdl:ll-y 

precautiGl1. The g:.lrriion were L'Idal times 
reinforced. by dcuchn1l'llts fi'um the <lrmy in 
Rommel; and, 8t length, finding tht'rnf~'h'Cs 

l)oG"d~\:'d (If ii,i;;ic;ent itrength, :l!! I oL>fcrvi nO' 
1._) , .... .J 

that the llt'ge was can jed on in the mull J't--

miL ;l;)d negligc,nt manner, they rl'!:\\.k a vigo­

rous attack upon his tr:..'nche c , put a glcat 

number of his mell to tilt fvnrj, ;uikJ 11;) {c­
veral of his C:1nnon, anJ c.'cn ca ri:d off fome 

()f them i.n triu:nph to tLe town. 

THIS diLfter incrcafed t11c diviGon which 
from the beginning h;1.d fuu.lHd among the 

V 01 .• 1. E kHi.;;-s. 
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BOO K leaders. The trooJX were difheartened, and 
I. 

I5??· 
became more dilobedient and refraCtory t:han 

ever; and in two days after the count gave or.:. 

ders to raife the fiege. 

THE retreat of this army was (bll more dif­

graceful than their conduCt during the liege. 

Dreading that the garrilon would renew their 

attack upon the trenches, they fled in the moft 

precipitate manner, leaving behind them a 
great part of their baggage and provifions. 

The Spaniards hung in their rear for feveraI 

miles, put many to the fword, and threw the 

whole army into confufion. Not long after, 

a patty of them mutiuied againft their officers,. 

left their ftandards, and, in their way horLe, 

indulged themfelves in the fame rapine and 

depredation againft their countrymen, as hal! 
formerly been t:xercifed by the Spaniih troops. 

THE Dutch had,. in the beginning, enter­

tained the hopes of finding ufeful allies in the 

Germans. "With this view they had exerter.l 

all their influence in roufing them to arms; 

and had feveral times fupplied them with ftores 

and proviflOns. On the prefent occafion they 

fent \Villiam de N affau, a ne-ar rdation of 

prince Maurice, an experienced officer, and a 
perfon of clirlinguiihed prudence, to attempt tl) 

re-eftabliih difcipline among the troops, and a 

good 
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good underftanding among the leaders; but 
all. his endeavours having proved jneffect~al 

for thefe ends, and the winter feafon approach­
ing, it was judged neceffary to difband the 
army, and put an end to this inglorious cam­

paign. 

SUCH is frequently the fate of confederacies 
formed by the union of independent princes, 
even when there is one common intereft to 
unite them, unlefs the fupreme command be 
devolved on fome perfon of extraordinary 
abilities, whofe want of power may be fupplied 
by the confidence infpired by his fuperior 
merit. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the feeble efforts of this 
confederacy, the archduke having only intend­
ed, by feizing the German towns, to accom­
mod~tte his troops for a feafon, ordered moft 
of them to be evacuated. He likewife pro­
mifed to indemnify the feveral flates fclr the 
injuries and damages which they had fuftain­
ed; and two commiffioners were appointed by 
the emperor to dl:imate their loffes; but it 
does not appear that any thing effectual was 
ever done ill confequence of this appointment *. 

• Grotius, lib. viii. Bent.ivoglio, part. iii. lib. v. Pia­

fccii Chronic.a GeHorum in Europa Singu:arium, an. 1599. 
Gonfale Davila, & lib. i:. cap. 4-. Thuan. Hift. lib. 
cxxii. cap. 6, S, S:c .. 
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