






































PHILIP III. KING OF SPAIN:

6s

confiderice of bringing the fiege to a fpeedy & o o K

concluﬁon, he had negle¢ted to fortify his
camp; the number of his troops was riot fuffi-
cient to enable hitn both to continue the fiege,
and to oppofe the enemy in the open field ;
and he had eyen reafon to dread, from the ra-
pidity of their march, that he fhould not have
leifure, before their arrival, to put himfelf into
a proper pofture of defence.

¥ order to retard their progrefs; and to
gain as much time as poffible, he iinmediately
difpatched his kinfinan, count Erneft of Naf-
fau, with two regiments of foot, confifting of
Zealanders and Scots, and four troops of horfe,
to {ieze on the bridge of Leffinger, by which
the enemiy muft pafs in their way to Nieu-
port. But before count Erneft could reach
this place, they had advanced, and taken
poileflion of it. Erneft, however, knowing
how neceffary it was to afford time to Mauricc
to prepare for their rcception, refolved, how
fatal fo ever the confequences fhould prove
to himfelf and his detachment, that he would
not retire without fighting : and this generous
refolution was happily attended with the de-
fired effect. Albert, believing that Maurice’s
whole army muft furely be at hand, fpenta
confiderable time in making tie proper dif-
pofitions for a general engagement. At length,
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PHILIP-III. KING OF SPAIN. 71

them that were ebout to engage with an poox
eacmy who were not only inferior in numbers, "
and fatigued with their march ; but who, inthe ¢
wanner of their approach, had given proof of
-extreme temerity ; that it entirely depended

on themfelves whether they fhould return to

their country and their friends, crowned with

glory and vittory, or be cut to pieces by an

enemy over whom they had often triumphed,

and have their names for ever covered with

infamy. From his confidence in their pravery,

he had ordered the tranfports to leave the

coaft; and he now led them on to batile,

under a conviction that they would follow the

example which he would fet before them, and

refolve either to die or conquer.  Thefe ex-
hortations were every where received with the

moft joyful acclamations ; and the whole army

feemed to be animated with that intrepid fpiric

which he wifhed to infpire,

He gave the command of bis van-guaid to
fir Francis Vere, that of his main bedy to the
count of Solms, and of the rear-guard to
Gliver Vander Temple, lord of Corbeck. He
diftributed his cavalry, commanded by count
‘Lewis of Naffau, partly in the front, and partly
on the flanks: and having taken no particuiar
ftaticn to himfclf, he was at Iberty to go
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PHILIP III. KING OF SPAIN.

affault. He intended to make his principal
attack on the weft, near the harbour, which
had been for fome time in his poffeflion; but,
in order to divert the enemies attention and
divide_their forces, he refolved at the fame
time to make attacks in other quarters, and
gave the command of a body of troops, def-
tined to aét on the eaft fide, to the celebrated
count de Bucquoi; having committed the ex-
ecution of his principal defign to Auguftin
Mefcia, an experienced officer, and governor
of the citadel of Antwerp.

Earvy in the morning he began to play off
his batteries, and kept up a furious cannonad-
ing in every quarter till mid-day, when, the
tide having gone back, Mefcia led forward
the Spanith troops. They were drawn up in
a compaét body, forty men in front, and the
foremoft ranks clothed in complete armour,
followed by the muiketeers and others, who
were provided with fcaling-ladders, and what-
ever elfe was judged neceffary, either for ac-
quiring or fecuring pofleflion of the rampart.
They advanced acrofs the cold harbour, in
which there was between three and four feet
water, with great ardour and the moft deter-
~ mined intrepidity ; but the garrifon were well
prepared for their defence.  The governor
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