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HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

In Spain the duke of Lerma, defirous to 
give fome proof of vigour in the l-~ginning of 
his adminfrration, fitted out a fleet of fifty 
fhips of war, which he put under the command 
of Don Martin de Padilla, and fent to cruite 
againft the Engliih; but this enterprize proved 
equally unfortunate as moft of the~ormer ones 
which the Spaniards had undertaken againfi: 
their northern enemies. Padilla had not been 
m;1ny days at fea when a violent norm arofe, 
which obliged him, without having feen the 
Englifh fieet, to return to Spain. 

THB duke of Lerma was more nlCce[sfiJ m 

the meafure which at this time he fuggefted 
to the king for cOllciliating the affections of 
his fubjects in Arragon, who had been difgufl
ed by the tre~mncnt which they had receivetl jJi 

the former reign. Philip and his young queen, 
accompanied by the duke and many other 
courtiers, having fet out to vifit the city of 

S aragof1:l, notice was fent to the inhabitants, 
by order of the king, that he could not enter 
t::eir town with pleafute till the heads of thofe 
citizens, who h:lll fufTered in th<: unfortunate 

aWair of Antonio Perez, were taken (10\'/;"1 

fi om the gates, and that intcriprion crared 

which recordeo their pretended crime. This 
order, !l) agreeable to the people, and which 
W:lS inibntly obeyed, was ac(omp:lined with 

the 
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the royal pardon to all thofe who had' been 

concerned in the infurretl:ion, and a declara

tion, that the king could not be happy while 

any of his faithful fubjeCts had caufe of grief. 

He then made a magnificeat entry into the 

town, amidO:-the ftrongeft demonftration of 

affttl:ion and joy on the part of the inh~bit;il1ts; 

and foon after he folemnly confirmed aU their 

rights and privileges *. 

AMONG the entertainments which the people 

cJ Saragoffa prefented to their king 011 this 

occalion, there was one, which, at the prefent 

period, will appear fomewhat extraordinary.; a 

difpllte held at the univerfity, at the confer

ring the degree of dodor; the fubjeCl: of which 

was, whether the emperor be the lord or fo

vereign of the whole world t ? 

DURING th~ courfe of the trantaClions that 

have been related, Albert and !fabella arrived 

in the Netherlands t. They entered Bru!1cls 

with a fplendid court and retinue, and were re

ceived with extraordinary magnificence. There 

was confiderable difficulty in adjLlfling the 
form of the oath of allegiance which they ad. 

" Gon. Davila, lib ii. cap. S. t Davila. 
t He hadJ tarried much longer than his new fuh,dts 

had rtafon to expect but no con~cmporary hiJiori:;n has 

~a[ol'mcd us of the reafon of his delay. 
E 3 miniftelcd 
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minitrered to their new fubjeCts; and the ftates 
of Brabant demanded that, beforehand, certain 
forts and citadels fuo\lld be demolifhed, and 
the ancient rights and privileges of the pro
vince ratified; but, finding that the archdukes, 
(this was the title which Alq,ert and I (tbella. 
now affumcd) were utterly averfe to comply 
with their requefts, they were perfuaded to 
defift from their purpofe, and agl eed, though 

with much reluctance, to take tne oath re
quired. I twas likewife a matter of great 
offence to the Flemings, that Albert, be fides 
affuming the Spaniib drefs, and requiring to 

be ferved upon the knee, had formed his court 
according to the moael of that of Spain, and 

in every thing adopted the Spanifh manr::ers 
and Ct1fi:oms, in preference to thofe of the Ne
therlands. This condutl: was probably intend

ed to gratify the Spaniards, on whom Albert 
faw he mull: principally depend during the 
continuance of the war; but it ccntributed to 

alienate the afit£tions of his Flemifh iubjeEts, 

and to prevent them from exerting thernfelves 
with active ze"l in his behalf *. 

HE frood however much in need, at the pre
[ent juncture, of all the affiftance which they 
were able to afford. Although he had receiy-

*' Grotius, lib. viii. p. 379' & Bcntivoglio, part.ii;.lip. v~ 

cd 
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cd a confiderable fupply from the duke of BOO It 

I 
L.erma, before his departure from Spain, yet __ 
having, in conformity to the practice of the 1599· 

age, expended large (urns in idle pomp and 

fhow, in his marriage [olemnit'l' and his mag

nificent enr;t:rance into Bruirds, and other 

towns which he and Ifabdla vifited on their 

accdIion, he found himfdf utterly unable to 

difcharge the arrears due to his troops, who no 

fooner entered their winter quarters th:m they 

began to mutiny againft their officers. The 

Spaniih forces, to the nUl1iber of t\vo thOcl[tnd 

foot, and eight hundred hl;rL-, h:-.vi!lg ::tban

doned their commanders, tnck poildIloll ('( rile 

town of Hamont, in the bifhcp:ick uf L;:::ge, 

where, having filft frrcngthencd the fortifica-
tions, they lived at frec quarters on the inha-

bitants, and laid ail the acljacent country under 

contribution. Their example was quickly 
followed by fixteen hundred I tali,u")s, and (oon 

afterwards the garriJons of Crevecccur and St. 

Andrew, confifting of Gennans and Walloons, 

expelled their officers, and eleC1:ed others from 

their own number in their room *. 

PRINCE Maurice having received informa

tion of there difordcrs) did not [ufter fo fa

vourable an opportunity of aCtion to efcape. 

• See Metf:'rn, fol. 451. 
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After reducing the town ofWa<:htendonc, and 

the fort of Crcvcca:ur, and ma~ing a fuccefs.,. 

ful attack on the Spanifh cavalry, in the neigh..., 

~ourhood of Bois ie Duc, where he pur near 

five hundred of them to the fwor~lJ he laid 

.uege to Saint Andrew. This {{lrt, the only 

fi'uit of the operations of a whole campaign) 

the archduke juftly confide red as a place of 

the fu·ft importance, both on account of the 

fircngth of the furtifications, and the great ad

v:lI1L1ge which it aflorded him for invading 
the revolted provinces. He was therefore ex.., 

trcllH ly f(;li~ito~ls to preferve it, and for this 

purpo[e aflt:mbled together at Bois Ie Duc {uch 

a body of troops as were deemed fufficient to 

raile the ficge. Of thefe troops he gave the 

comrnand to V darco, by whom the fort had 

been erd:;:cd i and on the part of this ofFirfr 

no time was unnecdfarily 10ft. But all his; 

attempts were renelered ineffeCtual by the vi

gilance and fordight of Maurict' J who, befides 

furtifying his carnp and ~Jl the approaches to 

it, had cut the dyke of the Maeie, and laid all 
the low ground:, betwixt It and Bois Ie Due 

tll1der water. The g:mifon conf:i1ed of twelve 

hundred men, who although they hJ.d muti

nied aga;~lfl their officers, yet regarding the 

furt as their only pledge" for the payment of 

~hcir arrears, iln:nuouGy exerted themfelves 

in its defence. 

BUT 
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13UT perceiving that, notwithftanding their 
moil: viO'orous efforts, Maurice was making daily 

• 1:1 

progreiS in the fiege, and having no profpect 
of deliverance, they liftened to a propofal 
which was made to them by the prince, in 
order to fav& time, and agreed to furrender 
the fort for a fum of money equal to tht:ir 
arrears *. Immediately after which, confcious 
that they had committed an unpardonable 
crime againft the Spaniards, they enlifted in 
the army of the United Statts; and as they 
knew that they could not expet1 quarter in 
cafc they ihould fall into the hands of their 
fonner mafiers, they were on many occafions 
of fingular ufe, by the defperate intrepidity 
which they difplayed t. 

By theft; difafters the archdukes were affliCt
ed in the moft ienfib1e manner. They received 
information at the fiune time~ that prince 
Maurice, having on no former accaGon exc.rt
cd great diligence in his military prepara
tions, was refolved to profecute the approach
ing campaign with extraordinary vigour, iQ 
the hopes of making fome important conquefts 
before the mutineers were per[uaded to return 

# A hundred and twenty-fi"e thoufand gu.ilders. 

t Triumphs of Naflau, printed 1613. Grotius Biil~ 
lib" ix. and Bentivoglio. 
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BOO K to their duty. All their endeavours for thi,. 
I. end had hitherto proved ineffdtuaJ. T~ey 

1600. had fame ground to fufpeCt that the reft of the 

troops were infeCted with the fame mutinous 

fj)irir, and dl'c;ckd tLat many of them might 

be induced to imita[e tht treachc.rous example 

of the garrifon of Sa:m Andrew. 

Convention 
of the fiates 
.ei Bllffcls. 

THE ftates of the provinces [ubjeCt to their 

authority, having been lately convened at 

Bruffe1s, Albert reprcfented to th<l.t affembly, 
that, as the fource of all the difordcrs which 

prevailed was his inability to difcharge the 

arrears due to his troeps, it was nece!r'uy they 

fhould grant him an extraordinary fupply. He 

had n~afon to expeCt that ere long he ihGuld 
receive remittar;ces hom Spain; but the d·:

mands of the mutineers muft be imrnediately 

fatisfied, otherwife there was ground to dread 
that the moft pernicious confcquences would 

enfile. 

THE ftates replied, by expreffing their ap
prehenfion of thefe confequence~, and by giv
ing him the ftrongeft afitlrances of their at

tachment and fidelity; but infinuated that, 

confidering the exhaufied fiate of the pro
vinces, and the difficulty which the courr of 

Spain had ever found in fupporting fo great ~ 
~4mber of forces, no other effeCtual remedy 

coulc\ 
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could be applied to the prefent diforders but BOO Ie 

an accommodation with the revolted frates~ 1. 

THEY had conceived hopes at this time that 
an accommodation might be brought about by 
the mediat40n of ambaffadors, whom the em

peror had feet into the Netherlands, in order 
to procure a refiitution of fome towns on the 
German frontier, of which the contending par
ties frill retained thf: polfe-ilion. The ambaf
fadars found no difficulty in accomplifhing the 
object of their commiffion; and having palfed 
over into Holland, they prevailed on the U nit
ed States to fend deputies to Bergen op Zoom, 
to negotiate a treaty with deputies ftnt thither 

by the archdukes. But the Dutch being unal
terably determmed to maintain their independ
ence, and difcovering the fame diftruft of the 
archduk c-s, with which they had long been 
actuated towards the Spaniards, the conferences 
were no fooner bl"gun than they were broken 
off; and both parries retired, extremely di[
fatisfied with each other. 

WHILE a reconciliation was thm, in vain, 

attempted betvlr.:en the archdukes and the 
U nird P;-ovincc:s, :l n~2otiarion W:1S beO"ul1 for 

~ ::> 

reftoring peace between tbe queen of England 
and the king of Spain. SOJ;,P' advances had 

p.::en made fCir this purpofe to the Englilh mi-
nirlers 

1600. 
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nifters by the caruinal Andrew, while he was 
governor of the Netherlands, and neither of 

the courts at variance feemed at this time to 

have been inclined to prolong the war. I twas 

agreed that a congrefs fhould be held at· 

Boulogne; and minifters were fem thither by 

the contending powers. But this negociation 

likewife proved abortive, as the plmipoten. 

tiaries found it impofIible to adjuft the cere

monial among them to the fat1sfaCtion of their 

n;fpect:ive courts. The precedence had, from 
time immemorial, been yidded to the c:·own 

of England, by the kings of C afliie and Arra

gon; and Elizabeth maint:lined that it {till 

belonged to her, notwithfl:andif1g the union of 

thefe crowns, and the conqudt of Granada" 

fince Spain, co~liJt:reJ as one kingdom, was 

greatly inferior to England in n..!pcCl of anti

quity, which was the only ground on which a 
point of tliis nature could properly be decided. 

But the Spaninl minifters could not perceive 

the force of this rcafoning. They claimed the 

pn:c~dcncc on account of the fupcrior extent 

and power of the Spanifh monarchy j and~ 

even ·when Elizabeth, in order to prove the 

fitlCerity of her pacifiC difpofltion, orrered to 

agree to an equality, they rejected this offer, 
and infifted that the fLlperior dignity of the 

~atholic king fll0uld be recognifed. To this 

the 
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the queen as peremptorily refufed her confent ; 

and, foon afterwards, the plenipotentiaries left 
Boulogne. 

TH I S unexpeEl:ed iffue of the congrefs was 

matter of grtat joy to the United States. They 

had fuffered much anxiety hom the apprehen

fion of lofing fa powerful an ally as queen Eli

zabeth; and now, when they were delivered 

from this apprehenfion, they refolved to 
improve to the urmon: the advantages which 

they derived from her alliance, by employ. 

ing the Englifh forces, and as many of their 

own, as could be fp:ucd from the defence 

of the frontier towns, in an invafion of 

Flanders. To form this refolurion, they were 

encouraged by the mutiny of the Sp:mi!h 

troops; and they were, at the fame time, ear

neftly fc)licited to c:!rry it into execution by 

the mcrchartts of Zealand, who were extreme

ly ddirolls of difpoueffing the archdukes of 

the rea-ports in Flanders, which afforded ll1elter 

to fome Sp:tnifh {hips of war, by which their 

trade had lately received ccnfiderable i!lter

ruption. In compliance with their requcit, ic 
was agreed to undertake the reduction ofNieu

port; and, about the middle of June, rhe 

army, amounting to fifteen thcllf.md foot, ::f.C[ 

two 
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two thoufand five hundred horfe, fct fail from 
Ramekins in Walcher-en, the place of rende.z ... 
vous, and landed in Flanders near Ghent~ 

After reducing fome fmall forts, prince Mau
rice led them towards Bruges, and paired al
moft within reach of thc cannon d that place,f 
not without hopes, which proved f.111aciousJ 
that by the fight of fo fiouriihing an army, and 
the late difafters which had befallen the arch
dukes, the inhabitants might have' been indu

ced to throw off the Spaninl yoke) and return 
to their former connections with the United 

Provinces. 

FROM Brugeshemarched towards Nieuport, 
and, by the way thither, made himfelf maft~r, 
with little difficulty, of certain forts called 
St. Albert, Snaerfeerck, Bredene, and OUllen·· 
bourg, in which he left garrifons, with the 

view of retarding the progrefs of- the enemy, 
in cafe they ihould venture to approach -. He 
then invefted Nieuport by land, while his 
fleet blocked up the harbour; and, as the town 
was neither very ftrong nor well prepared for 
a vigorous defence, he hoped in a . few weeks 
to be able to compel the garrifon to furrender. 

* Maurice was attended by a number of the deputies of 
the frates. 

THE 
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THE archduke, in the mean time, exerted 

himfelf with great aCtivity in his preparations 

for an attempt to make him raife the fiege j 

and, having had the good fortune to perfuade 

a confiderable number of the Spanilh mutineers 

to return t~their duty, his army foon amount

ed to twelve thoufand foot, and twelve hun

dred horfe. Both he and Ifabdla, upon the 

firft news of the enemy's arrival in Flanders, 

had repaired to Ghent, in order to provide for 

the fecurity of that important place, and the 

other towns of the province. The troops wer~ 
ordered to affcmble together at Bruges; and 

as in their march thither they paifed near 

Ghent, Ifabelb, mounted on horfeback, went 

out to meet them, and rode alcng the line!; 

animating and exhorting them, giving them 

repeated affurances that, in future, they Ihould 
not haye the fame ground as hitherto to Com

plain of the irregularity of their P:lY.; and dc
daring that, rather than their dcmands Ihould 

not be fatisficd, fhe would expore to flle her 

F,late and jewels, and deliver up to them the: 

funds appropriated to the fllpport of l1er court 
and {ervants. This Creech, joined to her majefl ic 

air and manner, produced a powerful eflea 
upon the minus uf the [oluiers, who recti \'Cd 

it with {houts of high applaufc, and called out 

to her that tb<'y were ready to expofe their 
lives to every d;lnger in her defcnce. Albert, 

6 on 

Boom 
I. .. 



BOOK 
I. 

16oCl. 

HISTORY OF THE R.EIGN' OF' 

on this occa{ion, omitted nothing in his powef 

to confirm them in their prefent difpofition; 

and acquainted them that he was determined 

to fight at their head, and to fhare their fortune. 

AGREEABLY to this refolution, bvingjoined 

his army at Bruges, he fet out with it fi'om 

thence about the end of June. His fidl:: object 

was the reduCtion of the forts above mention

ed, in which his fuccefs correfponded with his 

mon fanguine hopes. The garrifons which Mau~ 

rice had left in thefe forts, were intimidated by 

the fight of fo great a force, and after a tf:eble 

rcfiftance furrendered them, on condition that 

they fl10uld be fuffered to depart with tl-.eir 

arms and bagg::ge. The archduke himfdf 

fubfcribc:d the c8pitulation; but, though hi" 

intention was lineere, he could not protect the 

garrifon of S naerfeerck, confifting of two com .... 

panics cf j()ldiers, fiom the fury of the Spanifh 

mutineers, who fell upon them, notwithfrandincy 
I:> 

their officers prohibi~ion, and put them all to 

the [.vord. 

PR I NeE Maurice bt'ing at the fame time in

f(mned of the [urfender of the forts) whidl 

he h:>.d expected would have held out much 

lOr:lger, and of the near approach of the enemy, 

was thrown into great perplexity. From his' 

confldence 

3 
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tonfiderice of bririgirig the fiege to a fpeedy 
cOriclufion, he had neglected to fortifY his 

ta~p; . the number of his troops was riot fuffi

dent to enable hitn both to contintle thefiege, 

apd to oppore the enemy in the open field; 
and he had e2'en reafon to dread, fi·om tlie ra. 
pidity of their march; that he fuould not have 

leifure, before their arrival, to put himfelf into 

a proper pofture of defence. 

I~. order to retard their progrefs; and to 

gain as much time as pollible, he immediately 

difpatched his kinfinao, count Erneft of N af:' 

fau, with two regiments of foot, confiiling of 
Zealanders and Scots, and four troops ofhorfe, 

1;0 lieze on the bridge of Leffingep., by which 

the enemy muft pars in their way to Nieu

port. But before count Erneft could reach 

this place, they had advanced, and taken 
poileffion of it. Emcft, however, knowing 

how necdfary it was to afford time to Maurice 
to prepare (or their reception, refolved, how 
fatal fo ever the confequences !hould prove 

to himfelf and his uet:Khment, that he would 

not retire without fighting: and this generous 

refolutiori was happily attended with the de
fired efteCt. Albert, believing that Maurice'.s 

whole army muft furely be at hand, fpent a 
ci)n~derable time in making th~ proper dif

pofirions for a general engagement. At leng~h, 
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being informed tlu.t "Erneft's t;oops lw.d re
ceived no a:ugmentation fince their firft ap

pearanc(', and that no other part of the enemy's 
army WilS in fight, he gave orders for an 
attack. The troops- under Erneft kept their 
ground for fome time; but, thehorfe having 
qu!ckly given 'Nay, they were overpowered by 
nurnbe:'s, and obliged to retire. In this aCl:ion, 
upwards of flve hundred of the Scots· were 

nOlin, with many officers of diftinguifhed repu
tation .... 

THE archduke's hopes were greatly height~ 
tned by this fLlc<:ef~, and he wrote to lfabella, 
that having with fo great facility difcomfited 
the van-guard of the enemy's army, he expect
ed foon to inform her of the defeat of the 
,.,.hok. He judged, however, that there was 
ground to hefltate 'With regard to the condect 
which it was proper to pur(ue; and, in order 
to ailin: him in fi)fllling his refolution, he called 
a council of his meft exptl ienced officers. 
Gafi1ard Zapena, :1 Spaniard of great experi
ence, \vas of opinion that it was altogc:ther 
tmncce!Irry, and would therefore, in the pre
rent cirrumfiances, be extremely imprudent to 

tif1\. a b:1ttle. The enemy's general. through, 
his C')nlldence of being able to reduce Nieu~ 

* Piat(:ciu~, p. lIZ. 

port 
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I'Ortufor~' an army coiild be" alfembled to 

oppafe himrhad brought himfelfinio the moO: 
dangerouslltUation in which he had been ever 
placed(He durll: notj now, in the face of fo 
powerful an army, continue his operations 

againit the-town. His communicatioti with 
Oftend was intercepted, ' fince the archduke 
was fortunately fituated bet-ween him and that 
place; and; fhould he attempt to make his 
efcape by fea~ when his highnefs was ready to 

fall upon him; in the hurry of embarkationj 
the greateft part of his troops mull be cut to 
pieces; He therefore thought that the arch.;. 
duke ought not immediately to advance, with 
a defign to attack the enemy; but ought 
rather to take the proper meafures for reducing 
them, without cxpofing himfelf to the chanet! 
of a battle; and if he did, he believed, that 
ere long he would be able to oblige the enemy 
to lay down their arms. But whether hi~ 

opinion on this head fhould be rcjeEted or em.;. 
braced, it was at leaO: Dc:cdfary that, befi)re he 
~dvanced any farther, he fhould procure in
formation of the fituation of the enemy, of 
which he was ' entirely ignorant; and, before 
adventurin~ to attack them, fuould wait for 

~he arrival 'ofVelafco, who in a few days would 

join him with a reinforcement of three thoufand 
troops. 

F 2 THU 
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'T HIS prudent .council was warmly oppoftd' 
by the fieur la BArlotte, an old FlemiihcOl.V
mander, of no .. letS e~rieAC'ethaa Zapena,. 
but whofe co~rage, notwithftandirig his ad;
vanced age,< frill bordered on temerity.. He· 
maintained that the prefent favourable oppor
tunity of attacking the enemy ought not to be 
fuffered to efcape;. that the archduke would 
find them entirely tlnprepared for their de
fence, intimidr.lted by the rapidity of his i;lp
proach, and dia1eartined by the defeat which 
their troops, under Erneft of N afi"au, had fo 
rccentry fuftained; that" as the advantages he 
rolla: derive frol'Fl thek circumftanceswere 
more than fltfficient to compenfate for the want 
of the troops under Velafco, fo his inferiority 
in num~r to the enemy was more than COlm
terbalanced, by the fuperior dikipline. and 
bravery of his troops;. that his troops were at 
prefent animated with the higheft degree of 
ardour; and that'the delaying to lead [hern: 
iOrward, when they were fo eager to engage,. 
would only ferve to damp their alacrity ~ whtle 
it would afford leifure to the enemy,. either to 
fortify their entrenchments" or to fecure their 
retreat. 

THIS reafoning was received wj.th high ap
p1auf.:~ by a great majority of the councilJ and 

z che 



dle' foldiet'S.:efpeciaUy the Spaniib mutineers, 
impatient to adva1lce, could hardly be re
drained. 

ALBEllT, ho~ver, being Ctrollgly impreffed 
with a [eole of the folidity of Zap en a's rcafons 
for delay, frill hefitated as to which of the 
counfels given him, he fhould embrace; -when 
chance, which often direets the moCt im
portant events, contributed to fix: his refolu

tion., The army having a view from their pre
fent fituation of the fea-coaCt, a great number 
of fhips were feen in their courfe from NietI

port to Oftend. The Spaniards, prepoffdfed 
with the idea. that the enemy durft not wait for 
their approach, concluded that they had al
ready begun their flight, and that, at leaft, a 

part of them were on board the fhips whic!l 
they obferved. Albert himfdf too readily 
yielded to this delufion; and inftantly gave 
orders to his troops to begin their march. He 
was, at this time, only at the diftance of a few 
miles from Nieuport, and as he advanced 
with great rapidity, his cavalry arrived within 
fight of the enemy about mid-day, and his 
whole army about four or five hours before flln. 
fet. 

HE foon difcovered how greatly he and hi:. 
officers had erred if) their conjectures with re-

F 3 gard 
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gard to the conduct and fituation of the enemy~ , 

Far frum medicating a.ght, prince Maunco 
had ordered his fleet to quit the c041ft,. and re .. , 
tire to Oftend j by which prudent meafure, he , 
at @ncegave his army proofof the confidence 
which he repofed in them, and redaced them 
to the alternative of death or victory. He 
had withdrawn all troops from the fiege, ex
cept a number which he judged fufficient to 
reftrain the fallies of the garrifan. He had 
advanced to a little diftancefi'om the town, 
partly to encourage his troops, by {hewing that 
it was not with reluctance that he had refolved 
to accept of battle'; and partly becaufe the 
fituatioll of the ground was more convenient 
for drawi:1g them up in the order whichhe moft 
approved. 

BESI DES his Duteh forces, he had feveral 
regiments of Britifh, French, ;ind Swifs, com
manded by officers of diftinguifhed merit, who 
had acquired the moft confummate knowledge 
of the military art in the civil wars offrance" 
and in the N crherlands ; ancl thefe men, he 
well knew, fiom long experience, would exe., 
c;:ute his orders with equal ikin apd valour. 

HE rhought it necdfary, however, to en.., 
~ourage aLa animate the troops, and for this 
p:lrpof:? h:: rocie from rank t9 rank~ reminoing 

\\1 I: ffi 
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them that w.ere ~bout to engage ·· with an 
uemy who were not only inferior in numbers, 
and fatigued with their march; but who, in the 
Q1anner of their approach, had given proof of 

-€xtreme temerity: that it entirely depended 
on them[d~es whether they !hould return to 

their country and their £i-iends, crowned with 

glory and victory, or be Ctlt to pieces by an 
enemy over whom they hzd ofren triumphed, 
and have their namesfi)r ever covered with 
infamy. From his confidence in their Qravery, 
he had ordered the tranfpons to leave the 

coaft; and he now led them on to battk, 
under a conviction that they would follow the 
example which he would fet before them, and 

refolve either ~o die or conquer. Thefe ex
hortations were every where received with tbe 
moil: j:.>yful acclamations; and the whole army 
feemed to be animated \',liih that intrepid {pirie 

which he wiilied to infpire. 

HE gave to:: command of bis van-guard to 
fir Francis Vere, that of his main body to the 

count of Sohns, and of the rear-guard to 

Oliver Vander T empie, lord of Cor beck. He 
difrributed his c.avalry, commanded by C8tmt 

Lewis of N a fIlU , partly in the front, and partly 
on th~ flanks: and having taken no p:miclliJr 
fiation to hirrJdf, he w::s at Ebt:;ty to go 

F ... fi-om 
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from place to place~ wherefoeVer he found hl_ 
prefe!)ce necemuy~ He was accompanied by 
his brother, the celebrated prince Frederick 
Henry~ who was only fixteen years of age ., 
and by the duke of Holftein, the prince' of 
Anhalt~ the cO\~nt of Coligni~ lord'qrey? and 
fir Robert prury, granclfon of the famous ad. 
,niral qf that name, and by feveralother 
noblemeJ) of the firf!: rank~ in the different 
protefrant ftates in Europe) who had lately 
come j~(O the Netherlands to improve them
[dves, by his leffons and examples, in the art of 
war. 

HA V J N G drawn vp his army upop the dow~ 
by the-fea fuore, and planted his artillery on, 
fome of the higheft of the little hills of fand 
of which the downs are formed, hI! refolved, 

~n that pofture, to wait for the enemy's ap
proach. Albert was greatly difappointed, 
when he found him fo well prepared for his 
defence; and he was fomewhat difcouraged 
when he obferved, that from the pofition he 
had made choice o~ the Spanilh army would 
have botQ the fun and the wind in their face: 
the latter of which circumftances he 9readed 

* Maurice urged his brother to go by fea to Ofrend. 
~ut Henry in/Wed that he Ihould be permitted to remain. 
fl:nd to 1hare his brother's fa.te. 

woul~ 
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fi\'OOld prove parijcularly in.convenient, from 
~ light faJldy foil on which they were about 
~o engage~ It was not~ however~ too late to en
~ainthe droughts of ~ retr~at; and his troops 
welle as confident and as eager and impatient 
for the~.£~bat as before. They had long 
chcrifhed a COllternpr oft11!' enemy 1 and they 
were now heard in .all the ranks uttering threats, 
that they would giye no qu~rter to any of the 
heretics, e~cept prince Maurice and his bro
ther, whom they would referve to adorn the 
triumph of their general. 

THE battle was begun by the Spani!h ca
valry, under Mendoza, .admiral of Arragon, 
who endeavoured to gain the flank of the 
Dutch army, by advancing along the fands 
Petween the fea and the downs; but Maurice, 
having forefeen that this might be attempte~l, 
haq made provifion againft it by planting 
cannon on the fands, and ordering fome of his 
fhips of war to approach the thore as near as 
poffible. Mendoza was therefore unable to 
~ffeauate his purpofe, and was obliged to 
retire, after haying fl1ft~ined ~onnderable 
Ilaughter. 

IN the mean time, the two armies, after a 
Pifcharge of their artillery, having advanced 
Wi¢ip. mu~et-ihot of each other, the Englifh 

forces 
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forces in the van, under fir Francis Vere', were 
attacked by the Spanifh mutineers, who,~ in 
order to retrieve their honour, difplayed on this 
occafion the moil:. defperate intrepidity. Tpe 
Britiili troops received their affault undaunotee, 

and for fome time withftood their fury; their 

general had his horre ... '1J(Jt; umler him, and was 

twice wounded. Still, however, he maintained 

his ground, refuting to give any attention to 

his wounds, till his brother, fir Horatio V ere-, 
:mi\rcd with £I-dh troops to his relief. Thele 
troops, while engaged in combat with the 

mutine'ers, having been vigoroufiy attacked in 
flank by the Spani!h cavalry, were thrown in

to diforder, and many of them began ro fly 

rowJ.rJ:; the nwre. 

BUT the b:lttle was inll::mtly refrored. Prince 

1\buricc, having divided his army into bat.a

lions, ordered two of thofe which compoft'd 
his main body to advance; and by them, the 
Spaniards were in their turn compelled to re
treat, and time afforded to the Britiili troops 
to rally. In fupport of the Spaniards, the arch
duke brought forward his Walloon and I rifh, 

~nd with their affiftance, the mutineers would 

once more have regained their [uperiol-ity, hac! 

not M:lurice, without delay, led on another 

ii-dh battalion, confifring of Swifs, and of 
thofe "\Valloons "':10 had furrelldcrrd to him 

the 



l'mLIP 'Bl,;'K:INfi'OF "«'Am. 15 
tbefort of Saint Andrew. The Britifu forces· ~ 00 It 

fi 
I. 

Jikewife returned to the charge.;_.and foon a tel 
the whole of both armies, hor1~it4Joot, were 
en~ged frQm one wing to theoth~ri 

:r~utd. cavalry, commanded by count., 
Lewis P~J ,,\'P..~ ~ ~s battle highly 
ddlinguifued himfelf by his aEtivity and va
lour, proved in every rrncounter an overmatch 
for that of the enemy, and having broken thei:
r~nks, clrove them· with great £laughter from 
the field of battle. 

THE combat was better fupported by the 
Spanirb infantry j where Albert himfdf was 
prefent, expofing himfelf to every danger, and 
fometim~s mingling with the fOlemofi: comba~ 
tants. His troops in every quartt'r gave 
proof of the man: determined bravery. The 
battle had Jafted for more than rhree hours; 
during which time~ notwithfl:anding the fatIgue 
of their rapid march from Liffingen, they 
had fought without intermiffion, and often 
repulfed the freib battalions of the enemy. 
From the beginning they had been extremely 
incommoded with the fun and winq in their 
face, and nm more with thl! duft or flOti. The 
Du~ch artillery too had kept up a conftant fire 
upon them during the whole engagement, and 
h,wipg been not only planted on higher and 

firmer 
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firmer ground, with planks under it, to prevent 
it from finking in the fand, but better rewed 
and more !k.iltblIy direCted, it had made great 
havock among the Spanifh troops. Still, hQw
ever, they preferved their ranks, and ft'..t'.mcd 
determined fooner to lay down thdr li~e»;than 
yield to an enemY'" whtnn drer'had been fo 
much accufromed to defpife. Albert had made 
feveral attempts to get to the windward of the 
enemy, but had been as often prevented by 
the prudent precautions and vigilance of prince 
lVlaurice. At length, having thrown off his 
helmet, that he might be the more eafily 
diftinguifl1ed by hi.> men, he received a wot:nd 
in the ear with a pike, and was obliged to re
tire. Through fome accident, his horfe, which 
'Was con[picuous, felI into the hands of the 
ClJemy. His troops obferved this, and believ
ing that he himfe1f had been taken prifoner, 
or killed, were greatly difheartened. They 
Hill kept their ranks; but in the languor ot 
their exertions, they gave manifeft fymptoms 
that both their ihength and courage had begun 
to fail. 

THIS abatement of their vigour did not 
efcape '"the vigilant eye of Maurice, who in
Hanrly reCoIved to improve the advantage 
which it afforded him; and for this purpo[c, 
paving c01k[ted the whole force, he renewed 

the 
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the alI'ault upon the enemy in front, with his BOO K 

inf"ncry, and with his cavalry in flank. It 1 ..... 

happened, at the fame time, that the Spanifh 16co. 

~gazine of gun-powder, defigned for the ufe 
of'l!ac artillery, took fire. The Dutch cavalry 

-a-vtti,!e<l themfelves of the confufion which this 
acciden'tOc2!fRiiTtd,- Ai"': "J!i:.[ned forward with 
irrefiftible force, crying out, ViCtory! viCtory! 
This cry being inftantly communicated to the 
reft of the army, animated them with redoubled 
ardor. The Spaniards, unable any longer to 

re!ift their filry, gave way on every fide, and 
falling foon after into confu!ion, betook them
fdves to flight. The viCtors purfued for fame 
time, and put great numbers to the [word; 
but the night cuming on, the prince gave 
orders for founding a retreat. His troops, he 
knew, mnft be exceedingly exhaufred and 
fatigued, as they had taken no food !inee the 
morning, and, almoft the whole day had either 
ftood under arms, or been engaged in battle; 
be !ides that, he was well acquainted with the 
intrepid [pirit of the enemy, who might rally 
and return when he was unprepared for re
fifrance, ahd moft cf his troops employed i~ 
the purfuit. For this reafon, he feleCted fueh 
of them as had fuff'ered leaft from the fatigue 
which they had undergone, and ftationcd them 

as a guard to the:: reft of the army, who re
mained all night on the field of battle. 

THE 
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thC'ir accounts of the number of the nain. On 
the part of the Spaniards, Reidan,:an hiftoriart 
who is generally well informed, fays that it 
amounteJ to five tboufand; but Grotius Jl"):11<:<",1 

it only three thoufand; while thr lufs on thl! 

fide of the viaOf~djd, Jlot e,,-~~~.J one thou

{and t and the greateft part of thefe; he fays, 
were of the Engli1h troops, who rliftinguifucd 
themfdves by their intrepidity in this engage
ment, and had eight of their c~ptains kilkd, 
and all the ren: wounded, except two. 

TUE Britifh officers were alrnoft the only 
petfons of diftincfticn who. fell in the army of 
the ftates; but in that of the army of the 
archduke, befides [0 great a number of his beft 
troops, Zapena, and colonels Baftock, de La{fo, 

D' Avalos, and many other officers of gre':lt 
mt'!'it, were either kilied in the field of battle, 
or died afterwards of their wounds. The ad .. 
miral of Arragon and De Vigliar were taken 
pn[oners; and the count de Boutquoi, Bar .. 
lott01, and many others, wounded, and rendere • .t 
.long unfit for fervice. All the Spanifh artil

lery, bagfpge, and provifions, with m9re than 
a hundred ftandards, fell into the hands of the 
ViC\:Olious <:.rmy·. Such was the battle of 

Nieuporr, 

" .'.;nong the It'llians who fdl in this battle. the carai
lli.l BI:I,·j\,\)gli\l mentions hi~ brother and.his nephew, two 

youna; 



Nieuport, OT,as it is fometimes talled, the 
battle of the Downs, the event of which 
pr~ved fo extremely different from what the 
confidence of the Spaniards and their generals 

!l~frompted them to expeCt. Their defeat 
.. ~as, no dOlJbt, partly owing to the difadvan
tagestrntt~_l'ili.i.chtl:}ey....fiy.]ght; although it 
was acknowledged by all partie~ that nothing 
cOl.IId furpafs the prudence, vigour, and intre· 
pidity, which prince Maurice difplayed from 
the beginning to the end of the engagement. 
His ikill in the fiege of fortified towns had 
long been highly celebrated; but it now ap
peared that he was equally poffdfed of all tha: 
other talents which form a confummate gene
ral, and all Europe at this time refounded 
with his praife tit. 

ALBlR T, having left the field of battle im
mediately after feeing his troops give war, 
arrived on the fome night at BrugC's, whence 
he foon after fet out for Ghent, and was thele 
received by I fabella, with the fame firm anra 
mafculine 1pirit which fhe had difcovered upon 

yOl1ng noblemen, a~ollt twenty years of age, who had 

lately entered i:Jto the fervice of Spcin, and were much 

rcgretteJ on account of their youth and bravery. 

* Grotius, Jib. ix. Bel,tivogiio, part. iii. lib. vi. The 
heloic aEts of prince Maurice, printed in the year ,6 r 3. 

l'iale"ii Chronka 'Gefl. in Eur<)pa1il~gulaliunl, an. 1600. 
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the various reports that had ·reached herr' flrtt 
of his being killed, andafcerwards of his being 
wounde-dand takert prifoner..He retunled 
next day to Bruges; and there.employed him .. 
[elf in colleCting his fcattered ,troops. 

PRINCE MaurPep,Juthe roe3ri..tlliti,-had re .. 
tired on the next day after the battle to 
Oftend, to recruit his army in a plateoffafety, 
and to confult with the deputies whom tbe· 
Itares-general had rent thither to affifl: him 
with their advice. His enterprize againft 
Nieuport was a meafure which the ftates them-
1elves had firft fuggefted, and which Maurice 
had undertaken at their de fire • I t does not 
appear that he himfelf had approved of this
me~fure, and it was ftrongly condemned hy 
his kinfinan, count William of Naffatl, whom 
the Dutch hiftorians celebrate as a perfdn t:f 
the n;Qft confummate prudence. 

To lead the army fo far itlto the enemy's 
country as Nieuport, trufting to an event fo 
extremely uncertain as the continuance of the 
mutinous fpirit of the Spanifu troops, William 
h~d reprefentedas a rafh and dangerou~ enter
prize, by which the exiftence of the commOfl4 
wealth would be expofed to imminent danger 
for the fake of acquiring a lingle town. That 

even 
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C\'Ul a.kb:>Ugh. they ilouJd conquer Nieuport, 
yet the great expenc.e Df defending· a place at 
fO;jreat a diftancefrom them would more than 
coasrit:erbalat.Jce aa the a.dvantages they could 
d~~ from the potkffion of it; and that, if 
the archdu~ fhould be able to appeafe the 
mutineel,!;"," lPJ"' .. umy of the. tl'.ates might Cuffer 
a defeat. or they might be reduced by famine, 

as the fupplying them with provifions would 
entirely depend on the winds and waves. 

TIIESE apprehenfions had hitherto'been hap~ 
pily difappointed j. but from the events which 
had fallen out, it manifeftly appeared how 
much re~on there had been for entertaining 
them. The mutineers had eafily been per. 
fuaded to recurn to their duty. The archduke 
had in due time colletted a fufficient force; 
and if he had liftened. to the ·counf.el that was 

giveR him by Zapena, and ""Waited for the 
arrival of Velafco, without precipitating an 
engagement, the army of the frates would pro
bly have either been obliged to lay down their 
arms without fighting, or in the hurry of at
tempting to ,get 00 board their fhips, the 
greater part of them would hale been de. 
ftroyed. 

THE deputies, after the defeat ofthe'ir troop:t 
at Leffinguen, had come to be, in forne mea-

VOJ,.. I. G ·(ure; 
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Cure, fenfible of the error into which the ftatei 
had been betrayed; and, from that time till 
the viCtory was fully decided, they had been 
difquieted with the moft dreadful apprehen
lions. From thefe apprehenfions they~re 
now happily delivered'; but being ftil1 'lin:· 
prdfed with a fen~~o£...the dMllgc:r'whkh .they 
had fo narrowly cfcaped, they thought thar, 
notwithftanding the great advantage they 
had obtained, there was ground for hefitat
ing whether it was expedient to perfevere 
in the plan of operations that had been be
gun. 

THEY gave proof on this occafion, by the 
Oownefs of their deliberations, how much 
witer it had been on the part of the ftates to 
have left prince Maurice at perfeCt liberty, 
with regard to the conduct of the war, than to 
require him, as they had done, to follow the 
opinion of men, who, from their ignorance of 
military affairs, were fo'extremely ill qualified to 
advife. They differed widely in their opinions 
from each other; and while fame thought that 
the army ought immediately to return to 
Nieuport, <lhers were of opinion that it ought 
father to penetrate into the interior parts of 
Flanders. The former of thefe opinions at 

length 
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length prevailed;·. and, on the fourth or fifth 
day after the .battle, tbe liege of Nieuport was 
refitmed. 

~HIS meafure ought either not to have been 
aaopted, or c;.arried fooner into execution. The 
archduke. having exerted great activity in re
pairing the faults which he had committed, 

had rent Velafeo lit, with a reinforement to the 
garrifon ofNieuport of two thoufand five hun
dred men, who having marched with great 
expedition, had entered the town before prince 
Maurice had invefted it. The opt"rations how· 
ever of the liege were renewed; but the gar
rifon, after making forne vigorous fallies on the 
befiegers, foon convinced prince Maurice, that 
he could not juftly expect to reduce them be
fore the archduke would arrive with another 
army, which he was collecting together for 
their relie£: 

MOVED by this confideration, and dreading 
that he might foon be again involved in the 
tame dmger, from which he had fo' recently 
efcapeq, . he raifed the liege~ and having led 
back his troops to Oftend, l~e put them OD. 

board the tranfports which the ftates had pro-

* Bentivoglio, Grotius. Thllanus fays it was Barlot
ta, and not V dafco. 
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vided (or that purpofe, and returned to Hol
land; judging it in'lpra&icable, on account of 
the difficulty of his fituation, in the hem 'of 
the enemy's country, to derive any advantage 
whatever fi'om the decifive viCtory he had 4b
tained .. 

THE greateft part of the [eafon fit for aCtion 

frill remained; but both partie~ were greatly 
exhaufted with the exertions which they had 
already made, and no other memorable tranf
aCtions paired during the courfe of the prefent 

y.car t 

.. Bentivoglio. Thuanus, lib. cxxiv, &c. 

Before he embarked, Maurice made an attempt to re

rluce a Spanifh fort in the neighbourhood ofOl1:end, called 

St. Catherine; but in this too be was difappointed br the 
vigour and adivity of Barlotta,. who by forced marches 

arrived with a confiderable body of forces, before the 
prince had time to make any progre(s in the fiege. Bar
lotta him/elf however 10ft his lite on this occailon. He 
was a native of Luxemberg, and had praCtifed furgery in 

Paris, where having been employed in his profeffion by 

eount Charles of Mansfeldt, when he commanded the 

SpanillJ troops in F'rance, the count took an attac;.hment to 

him, and gave him a commifiion among his troops. He 
foon diftinguilhed himfelf by his acHvity and enterprize. 

obtained the higheft military bOnOUr$. and was conlidered 
as one of the ablell officers in the fervice Qf Spain. His 
low birth, joined to his native arrogance and prefumption 

procured him many enemies among his inferiors and 
eq uaIs ; but the archduke was fincerely forry for his death 

tDavila. &c. p. 77. ch. ix. 

I 
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I N' Spain, the operation of the fereral cawes 
efdc;PUte) above mentioned, was at this time 
fenfibly felt in eYl!ry department of the frate. 
C~plaints were, heard all over the kingdom 
oCthe neglefl: of agriculture and the decay of 
mamlfa6bues i and great numbers of the peo
ple, being without employment, were reduced 
to a !tate of mdigence, which rendered it im
pomble for them to contribute their proportion 
gf the taxes and fupplies. 

SEVEltAL councils were held to confider of 
the proper remedies for thofe evils; but the 
duke of Lerma, and the other Spanifb mini
fters, appear to have been extremely ignorant 
of the caufes from which they proceeded. They 
fuppofed them to have arifen principally from 
the fcarcity of money: and this they afcribed 
partly to the great quantities of plate that were 
employed in the churches, and in the houfes 
of the rich, and partly to the exportation qf 
gold and filver for the purcha[e of foreign rna,· 
nufaChues. 

BV.T as no ~pedient occured at prefent to 
prevent the latter of thefe praCtices, while the 
manufaCtures of Spain were at fa Iowan ebb, 
they refolved immediately, if pomble, to put a 
(top to the progrefs of the former j and, with 

G J • thi .. 
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this view, a royaledic9: was. publifhed, requiring • • 
aU churches, corporations, and individua.ls of 
whatever rank within the kingdom, to deliver 
upon oath, to certain magiftrates who were ~4 
med, an exact inventory of all the ,p};Jte, ~fie':
ther gold or ftlver, in .their poffeffion.· In the 
body of the editl:: this rearon for the publication 
was aligned, that from the information which 
his majefty ~d received, there was ground to 
believe the quantity of the precious metals in 
plate and in church utenfils to be fo enormous, 
that if it were converted into coin, and circula
ted througout the kingdom, it WOl,lld be found 
fufficient to renore the nation to that happy 
ftate of wealth and profperity which it had for
merly enjoyed i and that, for this reafon, the 
king had, with the advice of his prefent CO\1n .. 

fellors, refolved, not only to prevent the far
ther increafe of plate, but afterwards, under tbe 
fevereft penalties, to prohibit the exportation 
of it to foreign frates. 

BUT it was foon round impraCticable to 
carry this editl::, which would not probably 
have been in any degree produCtive of the ad
vantages propafed by it, into execution. The 
clergy were highly incenfed becaufe the facred 
utenfils were comprehended in it; and, both 
in writings and harangues, from the pulpit, 

they. 
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they reprefented the edia: as !in attack upon 
the Rf4rileges of the church. 'Neither Philip, 
nrlis minifter the duke of Lerma, had re1o
lqtion to,. contend againft an order of men 

';\ , 

·WRom. they dreaded, . and whofe favour they 
had be~ above all things folicitous to conci
liate. Their defign was therefore fuddently 

relinquilhed, '. and no other attempt made, on 
the prefent occaflOn~ to remedy the diforders 
which prevailed. 

I T was not probable that any dfeCtual re
medy could be applied to them, till peace 
fhould be eftablifhed with England and the· 
United Provinces. N otwithftanding which, it 
was judged neceffary, for the reafons formerly .. 
mentioned, to continue the profecution of the 
war againft both thefe powers, without regard' 
to the prejudice which from thence the ~o
narchy was likely to fuftain *. Orders 'were 
given. for the equipmt"nt of a fleet to fupporc 
the catholics ofIreland in theiHebellion againft 
Eliubeth; and both money and a reinforce
ment of Italian and Spaniih troops were fent 
into ,~~ N etherll}nds, 

TIiE arcMu~ had at the fame prevailed upon 
the flates a{femp~eq a~ Brutrels to grant h~m 

it Gonfalez Davila, lib. ii. c:lp. 9. 
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muchgleateor fupplies than -formerly i ,and 
~k he emp~oy~d ip making Jmme{~1» ~vi4:s 
m Germany~ and the WaHoon or f9utherl1 
provinces. Tbe enemy howe'lVer was foo~r 
prepared to take the field. ~J'incc ,Maw~,' -having drawn his army out ()f wialer ~rters 
early in the fpring, and ordered them to ,ren
dezvous in the llfighhourhood ,Qftbe fort of 
Sc;henck, feemedfor fome time to .intend an 
attack on Bois Ie Due; but it foon appeared 
that his real defign was to attempt the re
duction of ,Rhinberg; the poffeffion of this 
important place being necdfary in orde( to fa
cilitate the expulfion of the Spaniards from 
Guelderland, a part of which was full fubjecc 
to their authority. 

THE: archduke no fooner received intelli
gence 6f his defign, than he ordered count 
Herman of ~erg to fet out with a body of 
troops to reinforce the garrifon; bUf be
fore the count had time to execute his com
million, Maurice had drawn lines of circum
vallation round the place, and fortified tile ap
proaches to his camp in fuch a manMr, as 
rendered all accefs impratl:icable. Albert had 
therefore no other expedient (orfaving Rhin
berg left, but to make a 'diverr'lO~ by attack .. 
ing fome important place belonging to the 

United 
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United · StateS, in the hopes that Maurice 
m~thus induced to abandon his prefent 

"6iterprite. 

Ar ~ eameft requeft of the people of 
Flanders, tie refolved to lay liege to OO:end j 

the garrifon of which place, though fomewhat 
checked by adjacent forts, had been able to 
make incurftons intO the heart of the province, 
and often laid the· inhabitants of the open 
country uncttr'the moft burthenfome contribu
tions. 

THE ftatts of this province, notwithftanding 
the peculiar hardfuips under which they labour
ed, had difcovered great alacrity in railing 
their proportion of the fupplies lately granted 
to the archkude; and they now. promifed ftre
nuouOy to exert themfelves in furnilhing him 
with every thing neceifary for carrying on the 
liege with vigour . 

• SUCH were the motives by which Albert 
was influenced in forming his refolution to 
undert·ake the flege of OfteIfd; the moft ha
zardous enterprize in which he had ever been 
engaged, and which was attended with more 
importantconfequences, than any other which 
occurs in the hiftory of the Netherlands. 

OSTiND 

BOOk 
I. --



BOOK 
L 

t6:)1. 
Ddcription 
e[Oitcnd. 

HISTORY OF THE REIGN 'OF 

OSTEND ftarKls.on thefeacoaft, in a marihy 
foil, and almoft furrounded witll ca~£.\1 two 
of which being mu·ch larg~r than the reft;< aDd 
commm1"tcating with the fea, receive fmaller 
veffds at all times, and athigh;-~!ter 2dtnif 
of filips of a coniiderable magnitude ... It was 
an open filbing town, . till the year 157 z, when 
it 'was firO: fortified with a palifade by the duke 
of Alva. At the pacification of Ghent, the in
habitants having thrown off the Spauitb yoke, 
the fortifications were fo much ftrengthened 
and augmented by the United States, that the 
duke of Parma, who invefted it in the year 
l 583, defpairing of fuccers, abandoned his en
terprize, and could never afterwards be perfllad
ed to refume "the f1ege. 

OSTEND is divided into two parts, called 
the Old and the New Town. The former of 
thefe is wafl1t:d by the rea, . againO: the ravages 
of which it is fecured by a {hong fortification, 
formed of huge and well compacted beams or 
palifatles; and the latter was defended by.a 

wall flanked with baitions, and the canals 31.
ready mentioned, to which ther~ had lat-ely 
been added a covered way, forti{1ed with nu~ 
merous redoubts. As, from the fituation of 
Oilend, on the coalt of Flanders, it afforded 
a convenient ihelter to,the {hips of the United 

Provincesl 
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Proviaces, thefbtes had ever been extremely 
~!i~i.I7tfS forits'ptefervation. They had fpared 
no expence mrendering the fortifications as 
complete 'as poffible, and befides a numerous 

garrifo~r the command of an experien
ced officer,' they had always kept it richly 
furni1bed with provifions and military ftores. 
Nor was thefe the only circumftances which 

had deterred the duke of Parma fi'om renew

ing his attempt againft it. He confidered, 
what was of much greater importance than 
even the ftrength of the place, that while 

the Dutch preferved their fuperiority at fea, 

the garrifon might contine to receive what
'ever fupplies and reinforcements they fuould 

ftand in need of, till ~is ftrength and refources 
being exhaufted, he fhould be compelled to 

falfe the liege. To this confideratioD, . tl)c 
archduke feems not to have paid that attention 
which it merited. He did not potTefs the 
fame military !kill as the duke of Parma,. and 
could not therefore [0 clearly perceive the 
difficulties he mull: encounter in his intended 

(nterprize. He was not by nature bold or 

ralb.; yet frona the facility of his' temper, he 
was apt too readily tp adopt the ralli impru
dent meafures that were recommended by his 
c::o\.mfellors - • 

.. Vic1!= Bentivoglio. Le Clerc, and.Grotius. Thuanu5. 
lib. vi. p. 76, &c. 
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HAVING (et OUt·,·With 'his"11t1mttdus -army 
aboJJr the end«J UDe,·he iJepnihi'fl~~. 
againll: Oi'tna on the 4th ill ,!tft Qf July. 
Prince Maurice, in the mean ~J who f«;ret. 

Iy rejoiced to obfervehis enemy qt~·in fo 
dangerous an undertaking, perfiftcd, in the 
fiege of Rhinberg j and,in a few weeks, not
withfranding the moft vigorous defence, on the 
part of the garrifon, he corop~lled them to 
capitulate. 

BUT the attentioh of both parties was now 
almofr totally engroffed by the liege of Oftend j 
where Charles Vander Noot the governor) be
fore the bdiegers had time to complete their in

trenchments, had [allied ou~ upon tbem, and 
killed upwards of five hundred men. This 
unfortunate beginning, however, did not de
ter the archduke from the profecution of his 
enterprize. 

HAVING.taken the necefiary precautions to 
prevent the future [allies of the gilrrifop, and 

ftationed one part of his troops in the ~owns. 
to the wdtward of the town, and ~ek1l:. .of 
them on the ,. fouthand eaft, ftc fqpn opened 

his batteries, and began a furious, cannonade 
in every quarter. But his diftance from the 

body of the place, occafipned by the canals, 
ditchesJ 



dicches, Md ather .outWorks, which the in- B '0 0 K 

" d~ af tb~beftegersh.1dgready mttltiplied,. • 
~oreiI Aii:'~ of fmalleffirC'l: ;and:'fhowed 11'01 • 

. --him that it muft . long remain impoffible ro 
comptI the garrifon to furrender, unlefs he 
could"'pr~ent them from receiving reinforce

mtnts and lhpplies by rea. 

I N this opinion he might have been con

firmed by the proof which the U nix-d States 
had lately given, how much they were deter

termined to exert themfelves with vigour in 
the defence of the place. Though Vander 
Noot was an officer whom they highly eO:eem
ed, yet they had taken from him the cllief 
command, and given it to fir Francis Vere, 
who, next to prince Maurice, was the moO: 
renowned of all their generals, for his military 

prudence and capacity; and to engage Vere 
to accept of this command, they had confent
ed to the feleeting the flower of the Englifh 
forces, for a reinforcement to the garrifon. 
They bad, at t~ fame time, fent'to Oftend a 
copious fupply of military flares and pro.vifi
ons; and were unanimous jn refolvillg that, 

·"harever it ibould eoft them, they would de
fend the town to tht;: laft extremity. 

THIS refolurion and vigwr which the ftares 
\aadbegull to ditplay J drew the attention of 

all 
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all ' Europe to' the operations ·of this important 
fiege f and with. che'ptmiiffion of the ftates" 
the town wasvi{itedby many illuftr~ fO
reigners, froOl" Germany, Denmark, Fr~m:e 
and England -) who were led there by curio
fitr, to view fo· interefting a fcene'<Ji .. ftion, 
and the delire of being thereby enabled more 
clearly to comprehend the relations of thofe 
milirary atchievements \mich they expeCted to 
be performed by the contending parties. 

THE archduke had ground for much folid
tude, with regard to the final iffue of his enter
prize; but he could not now defift, . without 
expofing himfe1f to reproach and ridicule; and 
therefore he applied himfdf withr4doub1ed 
ardor to the profecution of the fiege. 

IT might be brought to a period, he imagm
ed, either. by carrying it on in the ordinary 
form, by mines, batteries, and aff'aults, or by 
rendering himfelf mafter of the entrance of 
the canals, and thereby intercepting the 0011;1-

municationof the garrifon by fea wita the 
United.Provinces. He ought maturely"to have 
confidered which of thefe two methods of 
procedure was the moll likely to prove ,effec
tual, and to have confined his attentiOh to one 

.. As the duke of Holfitce, tile 'king of Denmark', 
brother, the earl of Northumberland, and othen. 

of 
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of them, withoutfuffering -it to be diverted by 
lheather. But inftead of this; he employed 

'ms (t;m~es, fornetimes in ~arrying on attacks 
upon the ~nemy's entrcllchments, and rome. 
times in attempting to block up the canals J 

and, ~ ~his divifion of his ftrength, as the 
fiege was protracted to an enormous length. fo 
it was attended with an irnmenJe expence of 
blood and treafure. 

FOR feveral weeks hi:; principal objeCt was 
to approach {till nearer than where his bat~ 
reries were firft opened to the fortifications 
of the towm. The garrifon, on the other 
hand, omitted nothing in their power that 
couldobftruct his approach. They adventured, 

on forne accafions, to fally out, and to attack 
the befiegers fword in hand : and in the mean 
time, ,they laboured indefatigably in cailing 
trenches,. and raifing new redoubts, wherever 
they apprehended there was danger of the 
enemy's attempting an afTault. An inceifant 
fire was all the while kept up from the Spaniih 
batteries on the one hand, and the fortifica
tions on the other; and great numbers were 
killed oneitber f11k. 

AT Jength the archduke, perceiving that 
his operations were not atttmded with the [ue
cefs which he expetl:ed: had recourfe to the 

other 

9S 
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other eJCpedieiK abovemtntioned, and employ
ed grear part of'his fOrces in attempting to 
obftruCt: the entrance of the canals. One '6f 
them was the entrance to the harbour, and 
here he began his operations. But, as all the 
ground to a confiderable diftance ..irorfl the 
thore w~ fand, no mound which he formed of 
it, could fuftain a battery, or refift the violence 
of the waves. He was . therefore obliged to 
collect together, from the neighbouring towns, 
a great quantity of huge beams, of which and 
bricks he reCoIved to form a dyke at the 
mouth of the canal. The beams were dri ven 
deep into the ground, then bound together, 
and the intermediate fpaces filled with bricks. 
Of this fort of building one was piled upon 
another, till the whole was raifed to a fufficient 
height; after which, being planted with a 
numerous battery of cannon, the enemy's filips 
fimnd all aeeds to the harbour utterly imprac
ticable. 

BUT the hopes which Albert had from 
thence conceived of being able to reduce the 
[Own by famine, were quickly fruftrated by ' 
the ingenuity and great exertion of the go
vernor and garrifon. They inftantly applied 
themiClves to enlarge the mouth of the other 
canal-which paired through the heart of the 

town, 
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town, and roan rendered it' capable of reoeiv- .B 0l.,oJ 
~~he hirgeft 1hips. 

THE ar-ehduke however. did not defpair of 
being ~le' to deprive thernof this refource; 
and he imtnediately began the fame' fort of 
operatio~s at the entrance' of this canal, <is 
thofe by. which he had made himfelf maftd of • the other. At firft, his ' troops and pioneers 
proceeded :Jiith. great al:terity, as they were 

iheltcred from the fire ,of the befiegers, bya 
dyke which hap been raifed to defend the 

town againft ihe encroachments of the lea. But 
the garri(on refoIved to forego the advantage 

which they derived from their defence; and 
,havingfttengthened their fortifications as well 
as' they eouid, -by ftakes, huge frones, and 

other materials fitted to repel the fury of the 
waves,'th~y' demoliilied the dyke, and as by 
this expedient the Spaninl works were ex,. 
pofed to the artillery of the town, and a great 
part ·of the adjacent country laid under water, 
the archduke was obliged to draw off his 
troops to a greater diftance,.,~a~d to have re
courfe to ,other meafures,. which required 
grea,ter' experience andtime.to carry inth exe. 
cution. 

IN the mean time, the ftates-general of the 
United Provinces held frequent conferences 

VOL. 1. H to 
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to corlfider how they might beft improve .the 
leifure which they enjoyed, while the Sp~..:.::h· 

army was detained before OIh:nd. They wifued 
to have made an attack on r.he ifland of Cad
fant, and afterwards to have under~ken the 
reduction of Sluys. But at. the-prefent junc
ture, they had neither. the mcney nor 'the troops 
which prince Maurice thought neceffary for fo . . 
difficult an enterprize. The flower of their 
army had, after the taking of Rhinberg, been 
fent to Oftend; and the great expence which 
attended the defence of that place had almoft 
exhaufted their finances. Much time was fpent 
in deliberating, and various expeditions were 
propofed. At length, towards the end of 
October, when the. feafon of aCtion was nearly 
elapf"--ci, they formed the refolution of under
taking the fiege of Bois Ie Due, the garrifon 
of which important place, they underftood, 
amounted only to three hundred men. 

I N obedience to their commands, though 
extremely diffident of fuccefs, prince Maurice 
immediately began his march, and having 
arrived before the place on the firil: of N 0-

vemoer, he judged, that, confidering the great 
extent of the fortifications, the garrifon muil: 
foon find it neceffary to capitulate, provided 
he could prevent the entrance of more troops. 
With this view, he inftantly began to draw 

i lines 
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lines of circumvallation round the town, and BOO« 
I. 

tat firfr, this work was carried on with great 
rapidity. But foon afterwards, it was retarded 
by a violent froitj which happened, this year, 
much-4>oner than u[ual: and the archduke 
had tim~ to fend a large detachment of his 
army, above a thoufand of which forced their 
way into the town, befure the entrenchments 
'Were complet~; while the. refr lay at a little 
diftance from the prince's camp, with the de-
fign of embracing an opportunity that might 
offer, of annoying him. Sill, however, he 
perfifted in his defign: but as the froft conti-
nued dally increaGng in violence, and put an 

entire ftop to hi~ operations, he complied with 
the defire of the deputies of the frates, who, as 
ufual, attended him in the camp, and raired the 

fiege *~ 

MAURICE had no fooner retired from Bois 
Ie Due, than Albert, having recalled hIS 

troops, ref timed his operations, which had 
been fufpended during their abfence, againft 
Oftend; and in a few days arrer he had ground 
to entertain the hope of being able to termi
nate the fiege. The fortifications of the town 
next the fea had lately fuffered confiderable 
prejudice from the fury of the waves; and the 

.. Metern, lib niL Grotiul, lib. x. Bentivoglio, &e. 

H :4,' garrivJn, 
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garrilon, through lickncfs and defertion, and 

the great numbers killed by £uigue and 'fEe' 
incdfant fire of the befiegers, was reduced 

from eight thoufand to between two ;md three 

thouf.'ll1d men. Sir Francis V e::,.e ~J given

repeated notice of his diftrefsful fiwation to 
the U nhed States: but till the raifing of the 

liege of Bois ie Due, they had no troops which 

they could fpare; anu after troops were pro

cured, aud put on bGard the: w:nfports, they 

wee prevented fi-om J;liJing by contrary winds. 

About the tame time, the archduke had order

ed a felect body of f()rces to pais over the har

bour at low-water in the middle of the night, 
who fet fire to a temporary defence, compofed 

of huge piles of faggOtS and other combufli. 

ble ll1aterials, which had been placed at the 

foot of the ram parr, on the north fide of the 

town, to prevent the further cncroaci1merlts of 

the fea. The fire llllrnt hlriouf1y for three 

cbys ar.d nights, bafl1ing all the attempts of 

tlie garrifon to extinguifh it. The rampart 

was thus much we<1kened, that a gn.:ater num· 

ber of men were necefIary for its defence. In 

the midH: of this diftn:fs, the governor receiv

ed notice that the archduke had been afIidu

ou11y employed in preparing for a general 
alfauIt, and would certainly carry his defign 
into execution on the I~ext day, or) at fanheft, 

3 on 
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on the day immediately following. Vere, 

'though poffeffed of the mol1: unqueflionable 

courage, was too f~nfible of the preftnt weak

nefs of the garrifon and fortification, and too 

well aC"/{':c'ainted with the perfeverance and in

trepid fpil'it of the Spaniili tfOOp', not to be 
alarmed with the danger which threatened 

him; and, in order to avert it, he made tlfe 

of an expedient to which a brave man \vill 

h:mlly, even when necefIlty requires ir, have 

reeourfe. vVithout any ferious intention of 
capitulating, he fccretly fent over to tLc arch

duke an officer, to fignify that he was rC:tdy to 

treat with him for the furrencler of the town • 

.Albert, fufpcCting no uifllmulatiO!1, gladly 

1iflened to this propoflI, and ho!bges we;'c 

infl:antly exchanged. He came [oon, however, 

to entertain f.Jme doubt of the gCVCn1c!"s 

fincerity, and urged, him without deby, to 

propofe his terms. This the governor, by 

e.nploying difTerent pretexts, f;,nmd means to 

d,:fer from day to day, till a reinforcement of 

troops which he had expeCted arrived {i'om 

Zealand. This rtinful cement conflih:d only 
of five comp:lI1ies, 2.mounting to four hundred 

men. But finding that the archduke cc;uld 
not be any longer deceived, ad having ~Jrcady 

g:1ined fufficient time to repaii the breaches in 

tbe rampart, he fent t'1em word, that fillee his 
H 3 maf[(.Ti 
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mafters the nates had augmented his garri£On" 
he could n;)t now, confifrently with his honouT," 

confent to give up the town. 

As Vere had begun this tran[aCtiOIv~ithout 

communicating it to his officers, fome fufpi. 

cions were at firfl: entertained of his fidelity by 

all fueh perfons as were averfe to a fun'cnder i 

and the ftates-general were not entirely fatif
fied, either with the duplicity he had employ

ed, or the example which he had given of en.:. 
tering into a treaty with the enemy, without 
the knowledge of his council of war. But no 
perf(m had fo much reafon to be offended as 

the archduke~ who, though he did not hefitate 
to fend back the hoftages, was both incenfed 
an] mortified when he con fide red how he had 
been deceived by an enemy, whom he might 

~robably have corllpelled to lay down his 

arms *. 

THE fortifications of the place were now more 

fecure than formerly, and the garrifon had 
been reinf)rced. Still, however, being moved 
by pallion more than the probability of [uc
cds, he n:folved to execute the ckfign which 

the hopes of a capitulation had induced him 

to lay a fide, and give orders for a general 

~ If he had improved the opportunity which he: had 10ft. 

affault. 
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.ffault. He intended to make his principal 
attack on the weft, near the harbour, which 
had been for fome time in his poJIeffioo; but, 
in order to divert the enemies attention and 
divide, their forces, he refolved at the fame 
time to make attacks in other quarters, and 
gave the command of a body of troops, def
tined to act on the eaft fide, to the celebrated 

count de Bucquoi; having committed the ex

ecution of his principal defign to Auguftin 
Mefcia, an experienced officer, and governor 

of the citadel of Antwerp. 

EARLY in the morning he bega~ to playoff 
his batteries, and kept up a furious cannonad. 
ing in every quarter till mid-day, when, the 
tide having g)ne back, Mefcia led forward 
the Spaniih troops. They were drawn up in 

a compact body, forty men in front, and the 
foremoft ranks clothed in complete armour, 
followed by the muiketeers and other~ who 
were provided with fcaling.ladders, and what~ 
ever dfe was judged necelfary, either for ac
quiring or fecuring poJIeffion of the rampart. 
They advanced acrofs the old harbour, in 
which there was between three and four feet 
water, with great ardour and the moft deter
mined intrepidity i but the garrifon were well 

~repared for their defence. The governor 
1I + ha4 
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Ii 0 0 It. had bdorehanJ ordered the cannon to ·be re
I; 

mov~d from that part of the fortifications 

where he expected theirprinci?al attack, and 

in their place had planted :feven large mortars, 

which were· loaded with ftones, flints, ~llets, 

and other infhumellts of mifchief. Hehad 

likewife inftmEled thofe to whom he had 

committed the charge of thofe mortars, to keep 

l1p their 'lire till theeMmy fhould approach. 

This order w::;s well obeyed, and the Spaniards 

had almoft re:lChed the foot of the rampart, 

when the morta rs were difcharged, and made 

dre:ldCul havock among the f()rcmoft ranks: a 

great number was killed and wounded, and 

the ranks were thrown into confufion. Still 

however they continued to advance, thofe wq.o 
were behind pufhing rorward thofe who were 

before, till tile grc~lter. paFt of them wen:: [0 

11(':11" that eve; y fhoke and t11otof (he befitgers 

did certain. execution. The night came on, 

yet the Spaniards feemed itill determined to 

perfift. To prevent a furprize, the governor 

ordered a great number of fires to be lighted 

up within the rampart, and the battle continu

~d to be as bloody and defparate as before. 

THE Spanifh troops at the fame time crowded 

together in the harbour, ready to advance to 

fill up the places of thofe who fell; when .th~ 

governor 
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governor had recourfe to an expedient which 
he had meditated from the beginning. There 
were twoOuices within the fortification, one 
of which ferved in the time of· ebb to 
keep . the water in that part of the c:mal 
which ~ay within the town, and the other 
to refrrain it in that part which ran IIp 

into the country. I-laving ordered both thefe 
l1uices to be opened, [0 great a quantity of 
water was poured into the harbour, that many 
of the Spaniards were carried down by tilC 

violence of the ftream and drO\vm~d; while 
many others, attell1pting to fave thcmfe1vcs by 
laying hold of the pallifades on the rampart, 
were fiaughtered by the enemy. The arch
duke had cOll1l11anded his clnlry to keep clorc 
in the rear of the infantry, to prevent them 
from having rc:cotlrfe to flight. J t was thus 
rendered impoffible for the latter to 111::ke ~hcir 
retreat fo foon as nteenity required: and by 
this means they were obliged to ftand cxpo[~d 
to the fire of the bdiegers, long after it w~s 
manifeft that their moft vigorous efforts could 
be of no aVd.il. A part of the cavalry 11J.vin(Y 

• t:> 

entered the water, with a ddign to ob{l:ruct 

the violence of the current, fcveral h"r[c5 with 
their riders were likewife drowned, and Mcfcia 
at len~th found it necefI1ry to give the !igml 
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of retreat. The alfailants having been equally 
unfuccefsful in every other quarter, were obli
ged to abandon the atfault. In this rafu and 
defperate enterprize, about fourteen hundred 
of the Spaniards and Italians were eithe~killed 
or drowned, among whom were feveral perfons 
of the firft rank, while the lof£ of the befiegers 
amounted only tQ forty killed, and a fmall num
ber wounded •• 

THE archduke would have renewed the 
affault on the fecond day after his repulfe, but 
was prevented by a mutiny of his ItaliJ.l1 and 
SpaniIh troops, who were highly exafperated 
at the barbarous, and what they deemed dif
graceful manner in which they had been ufed. 
They bit:erly complained that they had been 
treated like fla yes or brutes, and nUL like 
foidiers of unqueftionable bravery, when they 
were compelled by the cavalry to ftand ex
pofed to the enemy's fire, after the fiuices be
ing opened, it was rendered. impoffible for 
them to advance. They complained that this 
meafure, which had been adopted without con
rent of the council of general officers, was 
contrary to every rule of war, and they declar
ed, that fince they had not been treated as 

• Meteren, !iv. xxiii. Grotius, lib. xi. ab initio. Ben
tirog. part. iii. lib. vi. 
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