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{oldiers, they would no longer att as fuch. 
Albert, foured with his ill [uccefs, was equally 
alarmed and provoked at this behaviour: and 
in order to prevent the infection of their ex
ample from fpreading through the reO: of hii 
army, . he inftantly caufed between forty and 
fifty of the m~ft fedi~ious to be executed, and 
fent a hundred and fifty to the gallies. 
By this prompt feverity he quelled the mu
tiny ; but, finding it necdfary to relinquifh his 
defign of renewing t11e a{fau!c, he now bent 
his whole attention to the blocking tlp of [he 
canal. 

100. 
I. ' 

DURING the courCe of thefe tranfactions the SpanHh 10: 

court of Spain, notwithftanding their inability ~:~:;~xcitc 
to furnifh the archduke either with the troops jea\oufici. 

or money necelfary to infure' fuccers in his 
conteO: with the United States, was engaged 
i11 other expenfive enterprizes. By their order 
the CO\lnt de Fuentes, governor of Millan, had 
fometime before made fuch numerous levies 
of troops, as eJ(cited in the minds of the Italian 
ftates and princes an apprehenfion, which at 
the prefent period feems to have been without 
foundation, that fome ambitious defign' had 
been conceived of reducing I taly under the 
Spanifu yoke. Of thefe troops a part was rent 
~o the archduke Ferdinand, to affifi: him in his 

operations 
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operations at Caniifa againft the Turks; an ... 
other part of them to the N etherhnds; and the 
reft were intended for an expedition againft 
Algiers. which was ftill the prmcipaJ feat of 
thofe numerous pirates, by whom the coaft 
and the .!hips of Spain continued to be no lefs 
moleitcd than in the former reign. About ten 
thO'llfand troops were empluyed in fc:venty 
gallies, partly Genocfe and pardy Spani{h, 
commanded by the celebnted Doria, and they 
had a proii)erous voyage till they were within 
a few days failing of the dcHincd port. Had 
they immediately landed, it is probable they 
would have fucccelkd ill their enterprize, as 
the greater part of tLc p!r:lte~, :1grecably to in
formation which DOl ia had received, were ab-
1(.'l1t, and fuch of tbem a~ had been left beh:nd 
wue unprepared for their defence: but tmfor
tunatel)" one of the capital {hips had been [e
parated from the reft of the Aeet) on which ac
count the debarkation \vas delayed till next 
day; :.md in the intervening night a dreadful 
f!;orm arofe) which not cnly rendered all at
t~I;~I)ts to bml irDprac:i::-:lble, but obliged the 
Heet :0 lc:wc the coail: and re~llrn to Sicily ~. 

THE court of Spain was not dir.:-o~raged by 
the Lilure of their <'..ttnnpt ag~injl Algiers, 

'* Tllli;:liu" lib. CXX\i. Pi.l(;:cii Chronica, an. d·Ol. 

fi'orq 
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fi'om engaging in another enterprIze, which fl 0 0 Ie 

was frill more difficult to be carried into exe~ • I. 

cuttOIi. The war with England had not for 1601. 

fcveral years been vigoroufly profecuted by 
'either of the two contendiflg powers; and no 
even:: I!appencd which deferves 'to be n'cord-
ed: but Philip, or more properly the duke of 
Lerma, had, about this time, conceived the 
hopes of being able to give a mortal wound to 
the power of Elizabeth, by an invafiol1 of 
I reland> where a great number of the natives 
were in open rebellion againfl her, under the 

earl of Tyrone. 

PHI L IP the Second, by various. intrigues 
carried on by ecc!efiaftics, had fomented the 
diiContents of the Irifh, and on difTerent occa
fions had fent thern fupplies of arms and mili
tary fton.'s. Many of them had been eng:1gtd, 
by the kind treatmcnt which he ordered to 
be given t!lcm, to enter into Ilis j;:rvice ill 
the N etherbmL: and of theft:, many h:lving 
returned to their native country, haJ, througl! 
the knowkdge which they had acquired, in 
fome 111calLHe contributed to teach their ccun
try the rub of rniJirary difcipline, thereby 
rendering them a much Iliore fort1;idable 
enemy dun t11cf bad hithertq been to the Eng
lilh troopo. 
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TVllO/of!, whore afFetl:ions Elizabeth had iri 

vain endeavoured to conciliate, though noted 
for his treachery and cruelty, vices which ge

nerally attend on barbarous manners, yet, be
ing brave and aCtive, had perfuaded many of 
his countrymen to enlift themfelves undh his 

banners, by flatteringly infpiring them with 

the hopes of deliverance fiom the Engliih 
yoke. He had applied for affiftance to the 

. court of Spain, and being feconded in his ap
plication by feveral feminaries of Engli!h priefts 
and J efuits, folicitors the moft likely to fucceed 

with Philip and his minifter, he had obtained 
a promife both of arms :lnd troops. 

A BULL of excommunication having been 

publifhed by three fucceeding popes * againil: 
Elizabeth, abfolving her fubjeCts from their 
allegiance, and inviting all catholic princes to 
take poffeffion of her dominions, the fuperfti

tious mind of Philip was eaflly impreffed with 
a periuafion that, by fupporting the rebels, 
aUld aboliibing Elizabeth's authority in Ireland, 
he would act the meritorious part of a faithful 
fon of the church, and ferve the caufe of God 
and of the catholic religion. And, although 
he had too much indolence to be capable of 
being principally aCtuated by ambition, yet 

'" Pius V. Gregory XIII. Clement VIII. the prefent 
flope. 
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he could not but defire to add Ireland to his BOO a: 
dominions, as, befides the great extent and 
fertility of that ifiand, its commodious har
bours would occafionally afford ~ retreat and 
1helter to his 1hips, and better enable him to 
difpute the empire of the fea with England 
and the United Provinces. 

DETEitMINED by dlefe confiderarions, he 
gave orders for the equipment of a fleet of 
tranfports and 1hips of war, fufficient for car
rying fix: thoufand troops; and fo confident 
"as he and his minifter of the fuccefs of their 
intended enterprize, that, befides the troops, • 
great number of families, including women 
and children, were put on board, with the de
fign of eftabli1hing a Spani1h c910ny in the 
kingdom which they expeCted to fubdue. 
They had lent too eafy faith to the exaggerat
ed accounts which Tyrone had given chern of 
his ftrength; and they were not i"UfIi.ci~ntly 
acquainted with the charaCter and abilities of 
lord Moun;joy, whom Elizabeth had appointed 
viceroy and commander in chief of the EngJilh 
forces. 

THE command oftheSpani!h troops,and thet 
~dua of the expedition, were committed to 

Don] ohn D' Aguilar, wQO had learnt the rudi
menti 

I. 

16or. 



Ih 

'B 00 It. 
I. 

HISTORY Oli' 'THE REIGN OF 
ments of war under the duke of Alva, and 
had afterwards acquired fome military repu
tation from a fuccefsful enterprize, in which 
he had the chief command, againft the town 
of Blavet in Bretagne. 

I-h fet fail from Spain in the end of Augufi:, 
accompanied by iome !hips of war, under Don 
John Guevara, and arrived at Kinfale, in the 
[outh of Ireland, on 8th of OCtober: but a 
part of his tranfports havillg been f~parated 

from the reft of the fleet, he fOllPd, on his 

arrival at Kinfale, that he could mufrer only 

four thoufand men. With this little army, he 
applied himfdf to ftrengthen the fortifica
tions of the place, refolving to remain there, 
till he fhoulg be joined by Tyrone, or, ti~l the 
refl: of his forces fhould arrive. The fhjp~ of 
war under Guevara returned immed~ate1y afeer 
the troop,; were landed; and, foon after, the 
harbour of Kinfale was blocked up by a fqua

dran ofEnglifh men of war, commanded by 
fir Richard Levifon. Agreeably to his in(truc
tions from the court of Spain, D'Aguilar dif
perrell a manifdlo over the adjacent country, 
in which he aJTumed the title of general in the 
holy war, undertaken for the prcfervation of 
the catholic faith in Irelad; and whilft h.e 

~n.vited 
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lhvited people to come into his affiftance, he 
declared, that he was rent by his mailer the king 
of Spain, with no other intention but to deliver 
them from the dommion of the devil, and the 
heretical queen of England. 

THE Irifh had formerly, on different octa
fions, received the jufteft grounds of com
plaint againft the Englifh government; and at 
this time they were highly incenfed on account 
of the introduction of what the Englilh, with 
good reafcm, regard as one of their moft valu
able privileges, the inftitution of trials by jury ; 
they were therefore generally animated with a 
fpirit of difcontent againft their artcient maf
terse The greater part of them were likewife 
ftrongly attached to the popifh faith; and their 
pnefts, who were wholly in the intereft of 
Spaiu, poffeffed an entire afcendant over them, 
having perfUaded them that their anceftors 
had originally fprung from Spain, and there-
by created in .their minds a fhong predilection 
in favour of the Spaniards-. 

THEY were difcouraged, however, from 
tomplying with D' Aguilar's invitation to have 
recourfe to arms, by confidering the fmall 

ber of troops which he had brought to 
their a ance i and they re!:')lved to remaIn" 

VOL, 1; I quiet 
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quiet till the arrival of the relt, which he hact 
aifured them would quickly follow • 

THE viceroy was at this time engaged in 
the profecution of tbe war againft Tyrone, in 
the northern parts of the ifiand. His arms 
had been attended with great: fuccefs; he had 
defe·ated . feveral parties of the rebels, and had 
made prifoners of many of their leaders, fame 
0£. whom he had fent to England. Tyrone 
himfeIt; with his adherents, had fled before 
him, and taken fhe1ter in thofe faftneffes in the 
northern Provinces, where the marfuy ground 
rendered it difficulc for the Englifh general to 
advance. Here, however, the rebel chief was 
in a mannerbefieged, and as the country was 
but little cultivated, he muft ere long have 
been obliged, through the want of fubfiftence, 
to fubmit to the conqueror. In this critical 
lituatioll were the affairs of the infurgents 
when the Spanifu troops arrived. Upon re
ceiving information of their arri,vaJ, the vice
roy, juftly dreading that the infurrection would 
foon become more general, refolved, without 
delay, to exert his utmoft vigour againft the 
invaders. With this intention, having left a 
part of his cavalry to watch the motions of 
Tyrone, he fet out for Kinfale, and havinP.' .. 

-or', - -

marched with great rapidity, he fooJ,l arrived 
before the place, and began the li~ge with 

I berween. 
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between eight and nine thouf.'md men; But BOO fI! 

before he had time to make any confiderable 1. 

progrefs, he received notice that the Spani1h 160:. 

tranfpons above mentioned, which had been 
feparated from the reft of the fleet, had ar-
rived at ~altimore, with two thoufand [oldiers 
on board, under the command of an officer 
named Ocampo; and foon afc{"r he was in
formed, that the fraft having fet in with great 
violence in the marfhy (,:ountry where he had 
left Tyrone, that leader and his followers had 
made their e[cape over the ice, had joined 
Ocampo with upwards of four thoufand men; 
who, together with the Spaniards; were on 
their march to raife the liege ot Kiniale. This 
alarming intelligence he procured by inter-
cepted letters from Oca!DPo and Tyrone to 
Aguilar: and from thefe letters too he un

derftood their plan of operations, the time of 

their approach, and the route which thev in-
tended to purfue. He therefore prepareq him-
felf for his dt:fence; and having drawn off the 
greater part of his army to an advantageous u-
tuation> at fome diftance from the town, he left 
no more forces than were fufficient to reftrain 
the eruption of the Spaniards under Aguilar. 

-w::;~ Tyrone faw the Englifh army fo ad
"antageo~ po.fted, and prepared fur his at-

I 2 tack, 
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! 0 0 Ie tack, his courage failed; and notwithftanding 
1. _ the remonihallces of Ocamp2, who reproached 

%60:. him with cowardice, he gave orders to his 

men to change the direction of their march, 
hoping to reach a marib which lay near, and 
thus to avoid the neceffity of fighting. But 
the viceroy, perceiving his intention, haftened 

forward with all his forces, and attacked him 
10 the rear. Finding then that an engagement 
y;as unavoidable, he refumec. his courage, and 
faced about to the enemy. But the rebels were 
no match in the open field for the Englifh for
ces. They were quickly thrown into confufion, 
and put to fJ.:£ht. The Spaniards, who fought 
defperately for fame time, being forfaken by 
their dafhrdly affociates, were overpowered by 
numbers, and Ocampo himfelf, with feverd 
officers, made prifoners. In this battle, above 
twelve hundred men were kiHed upon the fpot~ 
a great proportion of whom were Spaniards. 
The relt of that nation fled to Baltimore and. 
other places on the eoaft, in which they had 
left garrifons. Such of the Iriib as were take!], 
were hanged as rebels j the greater part of 
them, among whom was Tyrone, efcaped 
through their knowledge of the country; but 

were totally difperfed. 

/ ' 
I Twas cafy for D~ Aguilar, wh(;'~(he reteived 

intelligence of this defeat, and the cowardly 
behaviour 
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behaviour of the Irifh, to perceive how much ROO It 

the court of Spain h.:!d heen miftaken in their . I. .. 

judgment of the facility of eftabliiliing their 16()~. 

authority in Ireland. There could be no fe-
cure dependence, he raw, on affil1ance ii'om 

the natiyes: and no army, which in the pre-
fent ftate of the finances could be fent from 

Spain, could be able to contend alone 'with the 

Englifh forces. He refolved, therefore, to 

employ all hi~ iniluencc to difiuade the king 
from periifting in fo defr)crate an attempt: 

and being at the fame time confr:ious, that 

with fo finall a number of troops as were 

under his command in KinfaJe, he could not 

juftly expect to Qe able, above a few weeks, to 

defend the town againft a general of fa much 

1kill and vigour as the viceroy, he refolved to 

fave the lives of his foldiers, and to deliver the 

place into the hands of the Englilh, provided 

he could obtain from them fucb terms as hiS 
honour would permit him to accept. 

I N a few days after the battk, he gave tht! 

viceroy notIce of his intention, and expbined 
to him the motives of his conduct, and the 

fentiments which he had come to entcrt:!;;1 of 

the Irifh rebels, and of the folly of the entei

nh.:." •. into which the cOllrt of S11ain, throtl:!h 
~ , ~ 

mifinfohoatiol1J had been bctral'cd. 

I 3 J) ..... ) \01 ol 
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BUT he accompanied his offer \fith a decla
ration exprdfed in the ftronge:1: terms, that, i~ 
cafe the viceroy ihould refufe to grant him the 
conditions \\ hich he required, the honours of 
war to his troops, with a promife of tranfport
ing them and their cannon and ammunition to 
Spain, in Engliih ihips; and an aCt of indem
nity to the inhabitants of Kinfale, by whom 
he had been fo kindly received and entertain

('d, he and his foldiers were unalterably de
termined to defend the town to the laft ex

trem~ty. 

LORD Mountjoy could not but refpeCt the 
fpirit by which this declaration was d;B:ated. 

He was prompted py the native generofity of 
his difpofition to comply with the terms pro
pofed, and he thought himfelf juftifiable in 

!lOint of prudence for complying with thtm~ 

when he confidered how much his army was 
likely to fuffer in the operations of a Liege, 

farricd on in the middle of winter, againft fo 
brave and fo determined an ene~y. 

WITHOUT hefitation, therefore, he agre~d t~ 
D' Aguilar'S demand. Kinfale, Baltimore, and 

fome other forts, in the pofi'effion of,;he...:
Spaniards, were delivered into the hprds of 
tho:: viceroy: and. DAguilar with kr~ troops, 

~annon, 
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cannon and ammunition, were Coon after tranf- BOO It 
J. 

ported to Spain in an Englifh fleet. -_ 

PHILIP, after' hearing of the iffue of the bat
tle, having defpaired of their prefervation, 
greatly r.ejoiced at their arrival. He highly 

approved of the capitulation, and, with the 
advice of his counfellors, refolved, in confe
quence of the information which he received 
from D' Aguilar, to ab,tlldon the Iri(h rebels 
to their fate; and henceforth to apply himfelf 
with more undivided attention to llis aftairs in 
the Netherlands". 

* Van Meteren, lib. xxiii. Carte's Hill of England, 
bqok xix. Thuanus, &c. 
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T HE arf-hduke, after the repulfe of his 
army, as above related, by the garrifon 

of Ottend, was advifed by fome of his princi
pal officers to raife the fiege. He was himfelf 
extremely reluCtant to comply with this ad
vice, but thought it neceffary, before rejeCting 
it, to know the fentiments of the court of 
Spain. Philip's minifters could judge of the 
propriety of his perfifting in his enterprize, 
only by the information which he tranfmitted 
to them; and there is ground to believe that, 
having conceived an opinion that it would be 
inconfiftent with his honour to relinquifh it, 
his repre[cntation was cak'lIated to make them 
~hink too lightly of the ob!tacks which it was 

6 nccdIlry 
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neceffary to [urm0U(lt, and roo highly of the 
importance of the place. They believed it to 
be impoffible for the garrifcm to defend it 
much longer againft fo great a force, and they 
imagined that by the reduCtion of it they 
might ruin the trade of the United Provinces, 
and thus infure fuccefs in the future operations 
of the war. It was therefi)re determined that 

the archduke fhould continue the fiege, and 
th,"t no afiil}a,nce Ihould bc w ith-he1d which 
could enable him to bring ic to the ddired 
conclufiol1. 

THEIR affifbnce 011 the pre[cnt occallon was 
the more necclfary, as his own t1nance; were 
almoft entirely exhaufied, and he had little' 
profpeCl of receiving any con!iderable [uPimrt 
from the affembly of the frates. He con
vened this aifembly, however, and urged them, 
on account of the neceffity of his affairs, to 
gram him an immediate fupply. The depu
ties were liberal in their profeffions of loyalty j 

bllt, ill return to his applicatlOr., they repre
fcnted that, in their pre1i:nt circumftances~ it 
was impo!1ible for them to comply with his 
requefr, as the province of Brabant hOld, almo{l; 
every feafon, been obliged to pay the moft 
exhorbitll1t contributions to the enemy, and not 
only that province but leyeral others had long 

p~~q 
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been cruelly robbed and plundered by the BOO J;' 
ll. 

mutineers. 

CONSCIOUS of the truth of this reprelcnta

tion, he could not perfift in his demand, but 
was obliged to reft latisfied with what he re
ceived from the !tates of Flanders, who, being 

more deeply interefted than the reit in the 
conquett of Oftend, contributed to the utrnoft 

of their power to afiill him in carrying on the 

fiege. 

HA VING, finee the failure of his h1tc at
tempt, defpaired of being able to reduce the 

garrifim by ftorm, his principal objett nnw 

was to intercept the communication with the 

United Provinces, by blocking up the en
trance of the canal. For this purpote he 

brought engint:ers from I taly and others plales, 
and, by their direction, various work were 

~ndertaken at an immenfe expenee. But at 
the mouth of the canal their labour was ren

dered fruitlefs by the fury of the waves; and 

when they attempted to raire a dyke and bat
teries on the banks of the canal, fomewhat 
nearer to the town, they were not only expofed 
to the enemy's artillery, but were ofren inter

rupted by the garrifon, who on different OCC3-

fions fitlEed out upon them, ddtroyed their 
worb, 

I!JOZ. 
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works, and put great numbers to the fwordt 

In order to ovoid the farther repetition of the1e 

di1afters, they began at a diilance from the 
canal, and out of the reach of the beGged, to 

cannrlla huge machines, formed of beams 

ftrongly bound together, which, when finifhed, 

they intended to l"m01 forward t) the banks of 

the canal, and en th~':e) after c. vcrii1g them 

with turf, {haw, and uther materials, to erea 

t:lci.t"' iJ~!tt~~rie~. I)ut the finif11ing of thiS, and 
other works which they a~t::mpted, required a 
confiderable length of time; a great part of the 

prefent year was [pent in preparing them, and 

,111 the other operations of the fiege were thus 

relaxed. In the mean time abundant fupplies 

of ftores and proviflons were introduced into 

the town. The garriJon, many of whom were 

fickly and wounded, was entirely changed. By 
the new garrifon, confifting of [elea troops, 

partly Britifh and partly French and Dutch, 

all the damage which the fortifications had 
fuftaincd were repaired; and fo little dread was 

~ntertained of the fuccefs of the befiegers, chat 

general Vere, with the can Cent of the nates, 

went over to Engiand, devolving the command, 

5luring his abfcnce, upon the Deur Flcderick,. 

de Dorp. 

THE defence of Oftend had coft the Uniteq 

frovi[1CCS abol1t a hundred thoufaml florins 

eacl~ 
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~ach month, befides the pay of between fix BOO It 

and eight thoufand troops; yet, (rom the great • II. • 
increafe of their commerce, joined to the fru- 1601. 

gality of their manners, they were not only 
able to bear the burthen of this expenee, but 
to maintain a confiderable fleet) and at the 
fame time to make fo great an augmentation 
of their land forces, that prince Maurice be-
gan his operations this campaign with twenty-
four thoufand foot amI fix thoufand hor[e; a 
more powerful army than any former one 
which he had commanded fincc the com
mencement of the war. 

IN railing this :l.rmy they were {e(retly ht
v-oured by Henry IV. who permitted the !leur 
de Bethune, of the houfe of Mellin, to levy 
troops for them in France; and in Germany, 
where they Were befriended by [orne princes 
of the Proteftant religion, they r;tifed a body 
of two thoufand four hundred horfe. But 

their molt ufeful ally was the queen of Eng
land, who furni!hed them with three thoufand 
men to fill up the vacancies in the Englifil 
regiments already in their [ervice, and foon 
after rent them three thoufand more. The 
obtaining of this reinforcement had been Sir 
F. Vere's principal object in going oyer to 

Englandl and he now returned from thence, 
and 

TheUllited 
St,te, af· 
jil~~d by 
Henry IV, 
of Franc.:. 
and the 
fJuecn of. 
l::lli:l~lld. 
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J 0 0 K and was apPl)imeJ to the command of all the 
II. Englifh forces. 

J6o~. 

THE Spaninl army, on the other hand, had 
not for many years been fo much reduced in 
number as at the prefent period. Many had 
been killed, or had d\ed of a pei1:ilential 

difeafe, and of the hardfhips they had under
gone before Ollend; and the It;llian and 

Spaniih mutineers amounted to ::. confiderable 
Dumber; notwithftanding which, the court of 

Spain and the archdukt: were as obftinately as 
('Vcr refolved to pro!i:'cute the fiege, The 
United States rejoiced at their obfhnacy) and 

hoped it might ere long prove fatal to their 

power in the Netherlands. They confide red 
the prefent junEture as the moil: favourable for 

aCi:ion which could occur and therefore had 
reloived i1:renu()uOy to exert themfelvl!s in at

tempting to make [orne important conquefi: in 
the klUthern provinces, which, in cafe the 
g:mifon of Oftend nlOuld be obliged to capi

tulatl', might flllly compenfate for the 10fs. 

THEY had conceived anexpeEtation ilt this 

time that the people in the [mJthern provinces; 

whQ had lately fuffered great opprtlfion from 
the rapacity of (he ,mutineers, might be in

duced to frlake off the Spanifh yoke; and in 
this 
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this expeCtation they publifhed a memorial 
a<H eired co the flares of theft: provinces, enu

merating the grievances which they muft be 

confcious of having fo long fuffered; repre

fenting how much they had been abufed in the 

late king's transference of the fovereignty ovel' 
them to the archdukes, notwithftanding which 

they were ftill as much as ever fubjet1 to the 

tyranny of Spain; and calling upon them, ill 

remembrance of their £lrft engagements, to re
turn into their former conneB:ion and alliance 

with their kinfmen in the United Provinces. 

In order to procure attention to this me!llorial, 

they refolved that their army fhould march 
into the heart of Brabant, to' be ready CO aftoni 
fuppon to fuch of the inhabitants as ihou!d be 

willing to vindicate their liberty: and this 

meafure, it is faid, received the approbation 

both of the French monarch and the queen of 

England. 

BUT prince Maurice could not be fatisfie(~ 

that it was either expedient or praaic~b1c. 

The people, he thought, wcn~ too much 

enured to the Spanifh government, and too 
much over-awed by citaJels and garri[ons, try 

lifren to the invitation of the ftates; and k 
dreaded the difficulty of b6ng able to fupport 

fo numerous an army in an el1emy's counti y 
for [0 lOll£; a time a. would be necdlary [or 

the 
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the end in view. The Spanifh army, indeedt 
could not at prtfent contend with him in the 
open field; but they could hlrrafs him in his 
march, and interrupt his convoys of provifions ; 
befides that the archduke was in daily expecta
tions of receiving a reinforcement of troops 
from S pain and Italy *. 

MOVED by there cohfiderations, the ftate! 
con[ented that, till it fhould appear whether 
their memorial was likely to produce the de
fired effect, he fhould lead his army along the 
'taft fide of Brabant; that by keeping it near 
the Mae[e, he might more eafily receive fup
plies from the neutral powers in that neigh
bourhood. Having affembled his army at 
Nimeguen, he pailed the Mae[e near Marek, 
and towards the end of June he had aJvan,-:cd 
:1S far as Mafj·yc, when he was obliged to ftop 
for [everal days, through an unjufrifiable action 
of his Engliih troops, who having on their 
march fold a great part of the bread with 
which he had furniihed them, could not pro ... 
cure any in the country where they now were, 
and were obliged to bring it from a confiderable 
diibnce. This delay was, in the iffile, attend
ed with important confequences. 

*' Siri fays, that Maurice." intended marching through 
Brabant, to lay liege to Nieuport or fome other fea-coad: 

town. Videyol. i. p. u6. Mem. recondite. . 

THi 
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THE archduke, having heard with much 
anxiety that Maurice had begun his march, 
had difpatched Mendoza, admiral of Arragon, 
who had lately been fet at liberty, with fix 
thoufand foot and four thoufand horfe, to 
watch his motions, and, if pamble, to obftrutl: 
his progrefs. Mendoza was come as far as 
Tienen,. a fortified town in the center of Bra
bant, and was there employed in cafting up 
entrenchments to fecure his troops. Could 
prince Maurice have immediately advanced, he 
Inight have attacked him with the higheft pro
bability of fuccefs. But through the delay 
occafioned by the improvident conduct of the 
Englifll troops, Mendoza had not only full 
}ei[ure to complete his entrenchments, but re
ceived a reinforcement of eight thou(1Dd men, 
under the marquis of Spinola, who at this 
lime arrived from Italy, and, if the prince 
could have haftened forward, might eafily have 
been intercepted before he reached the SpaniOl 
camp. Maurice ftill however continued to 
advance, till he arrived within a little difrance 
c.f the enemy, and once and again offered 
battle; but, finding that Mendoza was unal
terably refolved to decline it, and was now too 
ftrong to be compelled, and confidering how 
dangerous it muft be, in the fac~ of fo great 
a force, to remain much longer in a country 
where it was iQ difficul: to procure provifions, 

VOL, I. K h# 
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he returned hafiily towards the Maefe; and, 
about the middle of J uiy, began to put in exe
cution the only part of the general plan of his 
operations which he himfelf had judged practi
cable, by laying fiege to the town of Grave. 

THIS place, one of the frrongeft in the Ne
therlands, and deemed of great importance, 
on account of its fituation on the banks of the 
Maefe, and its neighbourhood to the domi
nions or the frates, had remained in the hands 
of the Spaniards fince the year 1586, when, 
as above related, the young baron de Har
mont involved himftlf in ruin and infamy, by 
furrendering it, without neceffity, to the duke 
of Parma. It was defended, at this time, by 

Antonio Gonfalez, a S panifh officer of diil:in
guiflKa merit; and, as the archduke h2.d be
fore hand dreaded the danger which Impended 
over this important place, he had rent a body 
of felect troops to reinforce the garrifon, 
which, after their arrival, amounted to fifteen 
hundred men. From fucll a governor and 

garrifon prince Maurice expeCted to meet with 
the moil: vigorous refiftance; and he could not 
doubt that Mendoza would quickly follow 
him, and attempt to compel him to raife the 
fiege. But he did not defpair of bringing his 
enterprize to a happy iUlIe hefore the approach 
of wintc:r) provided he could prevent the en
trance into the town of any f:1rther reinforce-

I ment, 
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ment and fupply. With this view, he drew BOO It 

lines of circumvallation round his camp, ex- II. 

tellding from that part of the river which is 1601. 

above the town, to that other part of it which 

is below. Thefe lines were more than half a 

German league in length, of an extraordinary 
height and depth, and ftrengthened by a great 

number of redoubts planted with cannon. 
While this laborious work was going on, he 
reduced a fort belonging to the- garrifon, on 
the other fide of the rivet, directly oppofite 
to the town; and having ftationed a part of his 
troops there, he next threw two temporary 
bridges over the Maefe, one above, and the 
other below the town. When thefe works were 
finifued, the town was completely invefted on 
every fide, and the garrifon muft, ere long, 
have found it necdfary to capitulate: but, as 
he knew not what quantity of ftores they pot: 
feired, and confequently was ignorant how long 
they might be able to fuftain the blockade, he
refolved, in order to fave time, to carryon 
the fiege in the ufual form, and immediately 
Legan by opening trenches in different quar-
ters, to make regular approaches to the tOWIl. 

A COTEMPORAR Y hiftorian .. , who upon the 
fpot examined the various works which prince 

* Van Metcfen. 

K2 Maurice 
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Maurice execllteJ on this occafion, fpeaks of 
them as the moil: mafterly which had ever 
been exhibited in any fiege. In order the more 
effeCtually to fave his men fi"(,m the enemy's 
fire, the trenches were made of a greater depth 
than ufual; both the workmen and foldiers 
were, at every approach, fecufrd againfl: the 
fallies of the garrifon, by mounds and bat
teries; and when the trenches v:ere advanced 
within a certain diftance of tht: fortifications, 
fpacious covered ways, of filfficient breadth to 
admit of carriages, were formed, which Jed 
from the trenches to the ditch. The garrifon 
made frequent fall:es, in which they difplayed 
the moil: unqueftionable bravery; but, through 
the precautions mentioned, they were a~ often 
repulfed with 10fs, while few of the befi~gers 
were killed either in thefe i:lllies, or by the 
artillery of the place. 

MENDOZA had, in the mean time, advance:! 
from Tienen as far as VenIo, which frands on 
the banks of the Maefe, about twelve German 
miles higher than Grave, and there deliberated 
with his council of war, whether it was practi
cable to compel prince Maurice to raife the 
liege. But he quickly perceived how yair. and 
ruinous it muft prove to attack a numerous 

wemy in fuc:h ihong entrenchments, for whom 
he 
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he was not an equal match in the open field; BOo Ie 

and therefore he refolved to reft farisfied with II. 

introducing a reinforcement of feleB: troops 
into the place. Had this meafure been at
tended with fuccefs, it muft have rather fervecl 
to hallen than to retard the furrender, as the 
ftock of provifions in the town muft thereby 
have been iooner confumed. It was adopted, 
however, by Mendoz:1, who was probably more 
influenccd by the dread of the reproach which 
he would incur if he made no attempt, than 
by the profpeB: of any advantage that cOlJld 

aCCflle from it. 

THE execution of this enterprize was com
mitted to an Italian general of the name of 
Spina; who was ordered, WIth a thoufand 
choft'n troops, to attack the enemy's entrench
ments in the night, at a place where they ap
peared to be the weakeft, and to attempt to 
force his way acwfs their camp into the town. 

ANOTHER party, equal in number, was ap
pointed to fupport him, and, in cafe of a rc
pulfe, to fccure his retreat; while a third de
tachment was fent to make a feigned attack in 
another quarter, in th~ hopes of dividing the 
attention of the beiiegers, al.,1 thereby render

ing it eafier for Spin;]. to execute his defign. 
K 3 f;ur 
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But prince l'vhurice was every where upon his 
guard. The Spaniards were r~pulfed; and, 
leaving behind them their carriages, with their 

fealing-ladders, and other apparatus, they fled 

precipitately to their camp. 

MENDOZA, now defpairing of fuecers, re

tired with his whole army towards Madlricht ; 

and, a few days after, the garriC:w capitulated 

upon honourable terms *. 

DURING the courfe of thefe tranfacrions, the 

contending parties exerted thcmfd ve5 at fea 

with fomewhat greater vigour than fiJr {(:veral 

years preceding. The court of Spain had, 

before the prefe-nt period, 1lnt a fquadron oC 
gallies to cruize on the eoaft of Flanrkrs, 

unJer the command of Frederick Spinob, 

a Genoeee nobleman, who had ferwd 
under the duke of Parma, and given fome 
diftinguii11d proofs of vigour and abilities. 

From this [quadron the Dutch trade had fuf

tained confiderable prejudice; and Spinola, 

encouraged by this fUlcefs, having gone him

felf to Madrid to iolicit an at:gmentation of his 
fleet, had obtained fix gallies more, which he 
had conduCted in fafety into the harbour of 

* Van Meteren, lib. x)(iv. Bentivcglio, part. iii. lib. 
vij Grotius, lib. ix. Heroic Acts of prince Maurice, &c. 

Sluys. 
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Sluys. This harbour afforded him the moft 

commodious fhelter and ret:eat. His gaUies 
lying at anchor in the canal which leads to it, 

iffued forth againft the enemy when they were 
leaft prepared to oppote them, and either took 
or funk a great number of their trading velfds. 

With a more numerous fquadron, and a 

greater number of foldiers on board, he would 
have ventured to a greater diftance from the 

coaft, and thus have in fome meafure inter

cepted the communication of Oftend with 
Hollanc. and Zealand. He could likewife have 
f()metimes ventured to make a defee-nt upon 

their coafts, or have entered their harbours 
and canals, and feized or burnt their [hipping. 

IMPRESSED with a conviCtion, that fi'om flIclt 

fpirited naval enterprizes the enemy mufl: [untr 

more dfentially than from the fiege of their 

towns, or the operations of the Spaninl army 

in the field, he this year made a fecond journey 
into Spain, after having communicated h)s in
tention to his elder brother Ambrofe, the cek

brated marquis of Spinol;;:. This nob1elTI3nJ 

fo juitly renowned on account of the 'lJilitary 
talents which he afterwards difpbyedJ had not 

vet entered into public life, though he Vias; t 

this time about thirty years of age. But his 
amlJi::;on was now rourell by his brother's 
f!JcceE j and being coniciotl5 of great abilities. 

K 4 he 
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J! 0 0 K he refolved henu'[f)rth to avail himfelf of hill 
11. _ fortune, which was one of the greateft in 

160%. Genoa, in order to render himfelfilluftrious. 

HAVI NG, from the information communi
cated to him by his brother, conceived an 
opinion that the war in the N eth~rlands might 
be fuccefsfully carried on at fea, he empowered 
his brother to propofe to the court of Spain, 
that, in cafe they would grant an augmenta
tion of the number of their gallies at Sluys, 
he would raite at his own expence a body of 
eight thoufand troops, to be commanded by 
himfelf, and to ferve occaGonally on board his 
brother's fleet. 

THE Spanifh minifter readily confented to 
this propofal, and gave the marquis a corn
miffion for Jevying the troops, while orders 
were at the fame time iffued for the equipment 
of the gallies. The marquis, with the affift
ance of his numerous friends, and of the count 
de Fuentes, governor of Millan) punctually ful
filled his part of the agreement, and, as above 
related, arrived with his troops in the Nether
lands at a fortun:lte juntture, when, without 
his aid, the admiral of Arragon m-uft h?ve 
abandoned the province of Brabam to the army 
of the United Provinces. 

Ha 
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HIS brother was not fo fortunate in conduCl:
ing from Spain the gallies with which the king 
had furnifhed him. They were eight in num

ber, with above a thoufand foldiers on board, 
and fifteen hundred naves, who ferved as row
ers. But two of thefe gallies were, before their 
departure, burnt by fame Englilh fhips of war 

on the co aft of Portugal j and other three, hav
ing been intercepted by an Englilh and Dutch 
fquadron, which lay in wait for them in the 
narrow feas, -and either taken or ddhoyed, 
Frederick arrived in Flanders only with the 
remaining three. 

HE was deeply affeCl:ed by this difafter. His 
force, which he had been at fa great pains in 
foliciting, was frill too fmall for carrying the 
ddigns which he had formed into execution, 
and for feveral months he could not engage in 
any memorable enterprize. But having be
come impatient under this inaCl:ivity, which ne

ecillty impoled on him, he ventured with 
eight gallies, having a great number of foldiers 
on board, and fame frigates, to attack a (qua
dran of Dutch !hips of war, which had for 
fome time been ftationed on the coaft. The 
conteil was bloody and obftinate on both fides; 
but as the Dutch were favoured by the wind, 
and could navigate their !hlp5 with greater 

dex-
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dexterity, they were enabled to avoid grap 
piing with the Spaniards, and had thus a much 
fi11aller number killed. At length Frederick 
himfelf received a mortal wouLd, of which he 
died foon after, and his fleet, difheartened by 
this calamity, and perceiving that their urmote 
efforts to come to clofe fighting were ineffec~ 
tua}, retired into the canal of Sleys *. 

TIle; marquis of Spinola was 2t this time 
employed in raifing troops in Italy, and ftill 
entertained the hopes of being abk to carry 

his Dtft d-:fign into execution; but his brother's 
dC':lth, jcimd to rhc weaknefs of the Spa:.1ifh 
fleet ;~t Sll1y~, obliged him to ab:mdon it;, he 
now rdolved to turn his attention £i·om rhe lea 
to the bnd il:rvice, and with this intention he 
returned to the Netherlands) where the ardl
duke was difpofed to give him every mark of 
efteem and confidence. 

TH IS prince bd never bcfi)re {toud fo 11l11ch 

in ned of the cmmfel and afJiflance of his 

friends. The promifes or moncy m3lk him 
by t be court of Spain had been cnly in part 
flllfilled; and the l~llItinotls illjrit cf hi:, troops, 

occafioned by his inability to p~i y their a:Tear~') 
had lifen to the greateft height. 

TIll,· 
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THEY had no fooner retreated) after their 

repulfe in attempting to raife the lIege of 

Grave, than almoft all the Italians, except 
thofe who were commanded by the marquis Gf 
Spinola, refufed to obey the" order which thl~ 

admiral of Arragon had ifTucd f()r their march

ing towards Maefiricht, and withdrew them

felves in a body (i·om the camp. They were 
accompanied by feveral officers of experience 
and abilities, and by thefe 111m were conduCted 

towards Hcchftrate, a fortified town in Bra

bant, of which, as they came llfl)[\ the gar
rifon by furprife, they eailly acquired poiTtG;on. 
Their number having been ~lUgll1ented by 

other mutineers, who flocked to them froill 
every quarter, loon amounted to three thou
[and foot and two thoufand horfe, and almoft 

the whole of them 'were vctnan [o\{i('r" 
di!l:ingui!bed for their kno\vledge of military 
difcipline. Having chofen an elect, or lee.def, 
and filled up from among thcmi"Chres the 
places of aU fuch officers as h;:.d not joined in 

the mutiny, they eflabli!bed, with general 

confenr, a (r{l:~m of regulations which they 

judged nTffary for their flfL'ly and pn:[erva

tion; after which they applied themfdves to 

ftrengthen the fortification of the town, ad 
then rent out parties to lay the inhabitants of 
the adjacent country tlndt:'r contributions. 

Em-
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Emboldened hy their numbers, they made in
curfions into the interior and more diftant 
parts of the province, and when the people 
refufeo to comply with their exhorbitant de. 
mands, they laid wafte the country, and in
dulged themfelves in every fpecies of injury 
and outrage. This populous and fertile pro
vince had long been expofed to the inroads of 
the troops of the United States; but they had 
never been treated with fo great cruelty by the 
enemy as, on this occafion, by the troops 
which had been hired for their defence. 

THE archduke having convened the fiates 
to deliberate concerning a proper remedy fJr 

thefe dilorders, he was urged by that aifembly 
to employ whatever money could be raired to 
give the {uldiers immediate fatisfaction with 
regard to their arrears, becat~fe without this 
they rcprefemed that the country muft be in
volved in utter ruin. 

BUT Albert, confcious that he had not fund 
fufficient at once to fatisfy the mutineers, and 
to pay the arrears due to his other troops i and 

judging, fi-om pail: experience, tha"\wefs he 
could fatisfy them all, the example of thofe 
who had mutinied would be quickly followed 

by their companions; for this reafon he enter-
tained 
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tained fome doubt of the prudence of the ad

vice which the ftates had given him, and de
clined complying with it, till he fuoukl know 
the fentiments of the court of Spain. 

THAT court ought to have been fenfiblc of 
the folly of t'xpetting that difcipline could b(" 
maintained among troops, efpeciaJly foreign 
troops, uninterefted in the iffue of the war, 
when their pay was with-held from them. 
They ought, long before this time, to have 

perceived the abfurdity of keeping an army 
on foot, which they were unabJe to fiJpporr. 
They ought, on the prefent occ3fion, to have 
refolved to reduce the number of their troops, 

and to reft iatisfied with a defenfive war, or, 
by greater reconomy at home, to enable them

felves to make more liberal remittances to the 
archduke, or to have put an end to the war, 

by empowering him to grant to the U oited 
States fuch terms of peace as they were wil

ling to accept. But, infteau of adopting any 
of thefe meafures, which prudence and nece[
firy required, they refolved that, for an exam
ple to the reft of the army, the mutineers 

ought to be reduced to obedience by force, 
and for this end they gave orders for levying 

feveral new regiments with the utmoft pollible 
.expedition. It does not appear that the arch-

duke 
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~ 0 0 K duke wa!> diffatisfied with this refolutton of the 

II 

Ianu,ry ~. 
1604. 

Spanifh council, and he inftantly applied hirn
[elf to cany it into execution. More than 

half a year was fpent in raifing the troops, and 
making the other neceffary preparations; and 
during all that time, the people of Brabant 
were expofed to the violence ar,d depredations 
of the mutineers. In order to intimidate them, 
Albert pllbliflled an edict of profcription, in 
which he declared, if they did not return to 
their duty in three days after receiving the 
copy of the edict which he fent them, they 
Ihollid be confidered as rebels to his govern
ment, and be all put to the [word without 
mercy. To this edict the mutineers publifhed 
an anfwer, expreifed in the moil: contemptuous 
terms. They were more than ever exafperat
cd; and they refolved that, rather than fub
mit to a prince, by whom they thought their 
fervices were [0 ungratefully requited, they 
would enter into the fervice of the U ni.ted 
States, and make him feel the weight of their 
refenrme·T']t. 

AGREEABL y to this refolution, they fent a 

deputation of their number to prince Maurice, 
to enqUIre whether, in cafe they were attacked 
by the archduke's forces, he would afford them 
his proteCtion. Maurice, conformably to his 

conduct 
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conduCt on a former occafion, gave them the 

moll: gracious reception; and agreed that, in 

cafe they iliould be obliged to abandon H och

{hate, they might retire with fafcry under the 

walls of Breda, Bergen op Zoom, or Swen

berg. He likewife permitted them to pur
chafe provifions in thefe towns, and left them 

ground to hope that, if Albert ihould not be-: 

induced to treat them with greater lenity, he 

would exert himft'lf to the utmoft in their 

behalf. 

THE United States confidered this mutiny 

as the mofi fortunate event that could have 

happened, beclufe it would greatly retard th e 

archduke's opt:rations in the fiege of Oftcnn, 

and prevent him from engaging in any new 

enterprize during the prefent campaign. They 
highly approved therefore of the prince's con

duCt wirh regard to rhe mlltineers, and em

powered him to enter into a formal treaty ' with 

them, of which the following were the prin

cipal conditions; that, in return for his affift

ance againfi the Spaniards, they would ferve 

in his army for the reft of the campaign; and 

fiuther, that in the cafe of an accommodation 

with the archduke, they wculd not brry arms 

for four months agalOfr the Uni tl?d Provinces. 

The filtes believed that thi: treaty could not 

expok 
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expofe them to the imputation of acting un
generouOy rowlrds an enemy, whofe whole 
conduCt in the war they regarded as tyrannical 
and unjuft; and they thought themfelves 
juftified for fomenting the mutiny, by the 
practice of moil: nations, and particularly of 
the Spaniards themfelves, who Oil all occaGons 
encouraged defertion from the armies of their 
enemy. 

Tm. archduke was greatly alarmed when he 
received intelligence of this tranfaCtion, and, 
being at the fame time more than ever incenfed 
againft the mutineers, he colleCl:ed his troops 
with the greatell: expedition which the flate of 
his affair:. would permit, and rent them, under 
the command of Frederick, count of Berg, to 
lay Gege to Hochftrate. Thefe troops amount
ed to [even thouCmd foot and three thoufand 
horfe: and, as Hochftrate was but indifferently 
fortified, he muft have foon compelled the 
mutinel:r~ to lay down their arms: but prince 
Maurice, already prepared to fulfil his agree
ment with the mutineers, advanced towards 
him 'with a ltlperior army, which he had 
alfembkd at Gertrudenberg, and before th:: 

cotlnt had time to make any progre1s in the 
I"I. I,. liege, obJig.xi him to retire into the interior 

parts of the province. 

M.WF..ICI 
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MAURICE followed him for fome time, but BOO IC: 

hnding it impoffib1e to overtake him, without ~~ 
r· h h 1603' entering too Tar mto t e enemy's country, e 

fuddenly returned and laid Liege to Bois Ie 

Due. He had lately given the mutineers a 
proof of the truft which he repofed in them, 

by entering their camp with only feven or 

eight of his attendants; and, on the prefent 

occaLion, he gave them a farther proof of con

fidence, by employing them equally with his 

own troop" in the operations of the fiege. 

THE archduke, extremely anyiOllS for the 

prefervation of Bois Ie Duc, whicb h co:lfi

dered as one of the moil important frontier 

towns, fent a reinforcement of ~roop:; to the 

count of Berg, an] ordered him to rnarch 

without delay to its f(21ief. The COUllt's army' 

was now nearly ujual to that of the enemy, 

and he arrived in time- to iieze an import~nr 

itation adjacent to the town, which prince 

rAaurice had not found leifure to fecure. 

From this itation he could eaGly introduce 

whatever reinforcements or {upplies were nc

tdrary. But the inhabitants, having hithertO 

fuccefsfully defended the plac~, without the 

afiiirance of the Spaniards, were utterly averfe 

to the admiffion of regular forcts. The count 

laboured to perfuade them that their prefer-
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varion entirely d~fended on admiting them; 
but they rc{iJfed to liften to his requeft; and 

prince Ma.urice ftiH entertained the hopes of 
being able to bring the liege to the defired 
conclulion. 

AT length the archduke, having come him
[elf to Bois Ie Due, endeavoured, but in vain, 
to overcome the obftinacy of the citizens, till 
having obtained their permiffion to fuffer a. 
body of Walloons to pars through the town, 

under the pretext of their being nece1fary to 
oppofe the enemy on the other fide, he called 
them together while the Walloons were within 

the walls, and once more reprefented to them 
the necemty of yielding to his defire, if they 
meant to preferve their religion and their Ii. 
berty. They remained ftill as aver[c as t:ver 
to his propof<il; but believing that, while fo 
great a number of his troops were within the 
town, it 'would be in vain to refufe their COll

ient, they agreed with much reluctance to ad-
mit a garrifon of three thoufand regular 
forces: and at the fame time a large fupply of 
Ito res and provifions were introduced. 

Tm; two armies continued for fome time 
longer in Gght of each other, and feveral 
ikirmi'hes paft between them with various fuc
<:tfs. Ar length prince Mauri~e dcfI)airing~ 

OIl 



PHILIP III. KING OF SPAIN; 

on account of the approach of winter, to bring 
the fiege to the de fired iffue) abandoned his 
entrenchments, and retired in good order to 

fome diihnce from the town. There he re
mained a whole day, in expeCtation that the 
memy might now be induced to rifk a battle; 
but being informed) that fo far from intending 

ihis, they had, as foon as he left his entrench
ments, direCted their march towards the in

terior parts of the province, he broke up his 
camp) and put his troops into winter-quarters. 

To the mutineers, who reprefented to him 
that Hoehftrate was too [mall for their aecom·· 
modation, he affigned the town of Grave, of 
whieh he himfelf was lord paramount, re
taining the citadel in his own hands, and re
quiring that Hochftrate fhould be put into his 
poffeffion. I Ie likFWife entered on this oeca·· 
fion into a new agreement with thtm; the con
ditions of which they continued religiouOy to 
fulfil till the following year, when the arch
duke, itanding much in need of their affiitance, 
and dreading that many of his other troops 
were about to join them, found it necdfary to 
want them an aCt of indemnity for all pail 

offences, teg-ether with full and immediate 
payment of their arrears *. 

• Van Meteren, lib, xxv. xxvi. Bentivoglio, part iii. 
lib. vii. Piafecii Chronica, ann. 1063. 
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I N the courfe of the tranfaaions related in 
this book, an important event happened, in 
which both the contending powers were equal
ly interefred; the death of Elizabeth, queen of 
England. This great princefs, whofe reign 
was fo long and profperous, had through her 
whole life enjoyed uninterrupted health, which 
fhe had been careful to preferve by regular 
exercife, and the ftriEteft temperance. But 
towards the end of the preceding year, having 
been feized with a cold, which confined her 
for feveral days, i1;e found her ftrength conii
derably impaired; and, in the hopes of de
riving benefit £i'om a change of air, fhe re
moved from W cfiminfter to Richmond; but 
there fhe grew daily worfe, could neither Deep 
nor eat as ufual; and though her pulfe was re
gular, fhe complained of a burning heat in 
her ftomach, and a perpetual thirft. Both her 
looks and fpirits had from the beginning been 
greatly affeCted: bufinefs of every kind had 
become an intolerable burthen to her; and at 
length ihe funk into a deep melancholy, ex
preffing the anguilh of her mind by tears and 
groans, and obftinate1y refufing nourilhmenr, 
as well as all the medicines which (he phyfi
cians prefcribed for her recovery. This me
lancholy might have entirely proceeded from 
her bodily indifpofition, although, from fome 

late 
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late difcoveries, there is ground to believe 
that it was greatly heightened, if not princi
pally occafioned, by remorfe .and grief, con
ceived on account of her having ordered the 
execution of her favourite, the earl of Effcx. 
But to whatever caufe her dejection of mind 
was owing, it preyed upon her exhaufted frame, 
and in a few weeks put a period to her life, in 
the feventieth year of her age, and the forty
fifth of her reign. 

I T is not furprifing that we meet with fuch 
(ontradiCtory defcriptions of the charaB:er of 
this princefs in the cotemporary hift()rians~ 

whofe paffions were too much inflamed to fuffer 
them to judge impartially of her character: 
but it would feem impoffible for any perfon, 
who is not blinded by prejudice, to rcfufe her 
a place among the moftilluftrious princes of 
whom Wft, read, either in ancient or in modern 

dmes. 

SHE was not indeed exempt from the im
perfections that are incident 'to humanity, and 
fhe was fubjeB: to feveral of thofe weaknelfes 
which characrerife her fex. She cannot be 
vindicated from the imputation of female va
nity, and the love of admiration, on account 

()f h~r ~xterior accompli1hments. We fhould 
L J, hav<; 
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have loved her more, if !he had been mor~ 
gentle and indulgent, lefs imperious and 
violent, and more candid and flncere. From 
natural temper, her paffions of every kind 

were ihong and vehement, and, among her 
courtiers, they fometime~ betrayed her· int~ 
impr~prieties; but they were almoit never 
permitted to influence her public conduB:., 
which was uniformly regulated by the princi
ples of prudence, and a regard for the public 
good: even her ambition was cont/'Oule.d and 
governed by thefe principles, of which fhe 
gave a rare and flgnal proof, when {he refufed 
to accept of the fovereignty of the U nitt'd Pro
vinces. Her penetration and fagacity, her pru
dence and foreflght, her intrepidity in the 
midft of danger, her aB:.ivity and vigour, her 

fieadinefs and perfeverance, and her wife 
reconomy, which prompted her to fave every 
unnecdfary expence, however fmall, while it 
permitted and enabled her to undergo the 
greateft, whe~ neceffity required: thefe quali
ties in her charaB:.er) which are ackno'Vledge~ 
by her enemies as well as her admirers, no 
prince of whom we read in hiftory appears to 
have poifdfed in ~ more eminent d\':gree •. 

FEW princes have been placed in fo difficult 

circumftances, Qr have had fo many and fuch 
formidable 
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formidable enemies to oppofe; yet almoft no 
prince ever enjoyed a reign fo long and profper
ous. While: the neighbouring nations were 
almoO: continually involved in the calamities 

of war, 1he was able, notwithftandig the un
remitted attempts of her foreign enemies and 
her popifh fubjeCts, to preferve her domi
nions in almoft uninterrupted peace. Nor did 
her own fubjeCts only reap the fruits of her 
great abilities, but her friends were every 
where fupporred and proteCted by her power i 
while her enemies, though pofieffed of much 
greater refources, were either checked and re
ftrained, or humbled and overeolT'.C. Without 
her judicious interpofition, the R eformation in 
Scotland muft have been extinguifhed j a race 
of popifh princes muft have inherited the 
crown of that kingdom; and the ditference 

of religion there, and in England, joined to 

the hereditary right of the Scurtifh princes to 
the Englifh throne, whilfi: it muft have proveq 
a copious fouree of difeord, would long have 
prevented the union of tWO nations, which 
muO: have often been llilhappy while they re
mained divided, and were, by nature, dtftined 
to be one. Nor were the ben~fits which man
kind derived from her wife and aCtive reign 

confined to Britain; but it is likewife proba
Qle~, tha,t without her aid and her exertions, 

L 4 tJ~lj 
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the protefrant!> in France muft: have been ex· 
tirpated; the brft and greateft of the French 
monarch:; mllfi: have been excluded from the 
throne; France itfdf mllft hav,~ funk under 
the Spanifh yoke; the republic of the United 
Provinces muft have been crufhed in its in
fancy; and an overgrown and enormous power 
eftablifhed, which mllfr have o'lerwhelmed 
the liberties of Europe, and prolonged the 
reign of ignorance, bigotry, and ,:uperftition. 

HER death gave equal forrow to the Dutch" 
as it afforded joy to the archdl,lkes and the 
court of Spain. The former were thereby de
prived of a powerful friend, who had often 
fLlpport~d them in the time of their difi:r . ..:fs; 
whereas the btte'r were delivered from a de
~ermined enemy, by whom they haq been lUllg 
rontrouled in all their eow·prizes. 

THE affiiftion of the former was the more 
finccre, becnlft~ they had ground to fufpea that 
Elizabeth's fuccdfor had not the fame favour
able fcntiments of their caufe, nor the fame af
fcd ion fur their republic as the queen had en
tertained. lames, though of a gentle and indul
gent temper, averfe to the exercife of defpotic 
power, had conceived the molt extravagant 
notions of the meafure of obedience due from 
fubjects to their prince; and, being naturally 
open and unreferved, had, on [orne occafions, 

con-
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condemned the conduct of the United States, 

~nd given them the name of rebels to their 
rightful fovereign. The court ot" Spain, de
firous to conciliate his favour, had, before the 
death of Elizabeth, made him an offer of their 
affiftance to vindicate his right to the Englifu 
crown, in cafe he fhould meet with oppofition. 
Intelligence of the queen's death had no 
fooner reached the Netherlands than the arch
duke, confidering the war with England as at 
an end, had iifued a proclamation, forbidding 
all hoftilities againft the fubjects of the king 
of England, and ordering all the Scotch and 
Englifh prifoners to be fer at liberty *. The 
like orders were iifued by the court of Spain. 
And, in return to thefe advances, J ames, by 
proclamation~ recalled rhe letters of marque 
which had been granted againft the Spaniards 
by Elizabeth, 

FROM thefe concurring circumftances, the 
nates perceived how little ground they had to 
hope for the friendihip of the Engliih mo
narch. They refolved, however, that nothing 
fhould be wanting on their part, which might 
induce him to change his fentimcnts, and, for 
this end, they fent a folemn emba1fy, at the 
head of which were the celebrated Barnevelt, 

l!" See Gonfalez Davila. 
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Lord ofTempd} and prinre Henry Frederick, 
brother to prince Maurice, to congratulate 
him on his acceffion, and to {olicit his renew
ing the alliance which had fubfifted between 
them and Elizabeth. 

THESE ambaffadors, on their arrival in Lon
don, found that the fufpicions which the ftates 
had entertained of the king's prejudice againft 
them, were but too well founded. J ames frill 
continued to employ the fame difrefpectful 
language, when he [poke of their republic, as 
formerly; nor could they at firft obtain an 
audience. After fome delay, they were at 
length admitted into his prefence, through the 
perfuafion of his Englifh counfellors. But 
though Barneve1t exerted all his eloquence, 
which he poffeffed in fo eminent a degree, to 
make him fenfible of the danger to which 
Britain would be expofed, if, by with-holdir:g 
his affiftance, he fhould fuffer the United Pro
vinces to fall back again under the dominion 
of Spain, he could only draw from him a ge
neral and vague reply: c< That he had not, at 
prefent, leifill·e to confider fully of the fubjecc 
which had been propofed to his confideration, 
and would not, therefore, now declare what re

iolutio.n he fhould form; but he was himfelf 
defirom to live at peace with them, and all his 

neigh:--
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.rteighbours.; and, in cafe they would imitate 
his example, he would chearfully employ his 
good offices to procure them peace with Spain, 
upon reafonable terms." 

IT fufficiently appeared from this reply, that 
the plan of conduCt which the king had formed 
was extremely different from that which had 
been purfued by his predeceffor; and the am
baifadors would have immediately returned 
home, in defpair of being able to intereft him 
in their behalf, had not they been in daily ex
peCtation of the arrival of the French ambaifa
dor; through whofe interceffion they hoped 
that J ames might be induced to lend a more 
favourable ear to their requeft. 

HENR y had appointed for his ambafi'adorto 
England, on this occafion, the marquis of 
Rofni., whom, on account of his fuperior 
talents and fidelity, he efteemed the moft of aU 
his minifters. No fubjeCt had ever performed 
more important fervices to his prince; and 
Henry could not, without great inconveni
ence, fpare a minifter fo neceffi.ry to him in 
the adminiftration of his kingdom. But, from 
various reports, which were propagated at thit 

'" Afterwards duke: of Sully. 
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time, he had conceived a fufpicion that J arne. 
might be per1uaded to enter into an alliance 
with the court of Spain; and no perfon he be. 
lieved was more likely to engage hi m to alter 
his intention than Rofni, whom he highly re
fpected, on account of his inviolable attach
ment to the proteftant religion> and u[ed to 
celebrate as the geateft ftatefinan in Europe. 

J AMES was highly pleafed with Henry's 
choice of his ambaffador, and received him 
with more than ordinary marks of diftinction 
and regard. I t had been reported to him by 
fome of the partizans of Spain, that Henrys 
~nd even Rofni himfelf, had fpoken difre
fpectfully of his character t; and James fo far 
defcended from his dignity as to mention what 
he had heard to the marquis; but the impref
fion which it had made upon him was eafily 
effaced; and Rofni, from his firft audience, 

conceived the hopes of bemg able to accom
pliih the object of his embaffy .. 

A PARTY among the Englifh minifters were~ 
not without reafon, fufpeCted to be attached to 
the interefts of Spain j and others~ dreading 
the difficulties which they muft encounter in 

t It was reported to him, that Henry had called him, 
pptain of arts, and clerk of arms. 

pro-
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providing funds for carrying on the war, were 
averfe to all engagements either to France or 
the ftatc:s .. genera1. . From thefe men, the pro

pofals of the French monarch met with confi
derable oppofition. But the ambaffador, hav
ing been admitted by the king to a private 
audience, and having explained to him at full 
)ength his mafter's views, which he ibowed 

were all calculated to promote the general in
tereft of Europe, and the fccurity of the pro
teftant religion, whereas the court of Spain 
were daily giving freib proofs of the moil in
ordinate and turbulent ambition; he had the 
addrefs to convince him, that a regard to the 
fafety of his dominions, as well as the intereft 
of his religion, required that he ibould join 
himfelf with France, and refolve to fupport 
the United Provinces. A treaty of alliance 
to this purpofe was accordingly drawn up, 
and foon after iigned and ratified; of which the 
following were the principal articles : 

THAT the two kings fhould mutually con
tribute their affiftance to prevent the Dutch 
from being overpowered by the Spaniards; 
that, for this purpofe, a fufficient number of 
troops ibould be levied within the dominions 
of the king of England, and rent from thence 
to the N ethe:-lands as Coon as poffible; t!lat 
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