






























































PHILIP III. KING OF SPAIN. 129

Tue archduke, having heard with much B 00K
anxiety that Maurice had begun his march,
had difpatched Mendoza, admiral of Arragon,
who had lately been fet at liberty, with fix
thoufand foot and four thoufand horfe, to
watch his motions, and, if poffible, to obftruét
his progrefs. Mendoza was come as far as
Tienen, a fortified town in the center of Bra-
bant, and was there employed in cafting up
entrenchments to fecure his troops. Could
prince Maurice have immediately advanced, he
might have attacked him with the higheft pro-
bability of fuccefs. But through the delay
occafioned by the improvident condu& of the
Englith troops, Mendoza had not only full
leifure to complete his entrenchments, but re-
ceived a reinforcement of eight thoufand men,
under the marquis of Spinola, who at this
time arrived from Jtaly, and, if the prince
could have haftened forward, might eafily have
been intercepted before he reached the Spanith
camp. Maurice ftill however continued to
advance, till he arrived within a little diftance
of the enemy, and once and again offered
battle ; but, finding that Mendoza was unal-
terably refolved to decline it, and was now too
ftrong to be compelled, and confidering how
dangerous it muft be, in the face of fo great
a force, to remain much longer in a country
where it was fo difficult to procure provifiens,
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