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the whole expence of thefe troops fhould bt 
defrayed by the king of France:. but that the 
half lit of what he advanced fhould be deduct..: 
ed from the debt which he owed to Elizabeth. 
It was refolved, that in order to avoid an open 
rupture with the court of Spain, the utmoft fe
crecy fuould be obferved in levying the troops 
and in tranfporting them to the continent; but 
it was agreed, that in cafe thefe tranfactions 
could not be concealed, and the Spaniards, in 
revenge for the affiitance afforded to the Dutch, 
fuould attack either, or both of the contracting 
princes, they fuould mutually affift each other, 
and furni1h fuch a number of troops, to be em
ployed by fca or land, as fuould be judged fuf
ficient for their mutual defence, and the pre
fel'vation of the United Provinces t. 

J AMiS immediately fulfilled his parts of t1~is 
agreement, by giving fecret orders to the lord 
Buccleugh to raife a body of two thoufand men 
in Scotland, who fome months after were 
fent over to join the army of the ftates t. 

THE archdukes and the court of Spain were 
greatly alarmed, when they heard of the kind 

* Grotius fays two thirds. t Sully'S Memoirs, 
book xvi. Carte's Hillory of England. t Carte and 
Meteren, Vittorio Siri, to:u. i. p. 148. For the precife 
fum due to Elizabeth. vide Sully, book xxi. near the be
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reception which the king had .given to the 
French ' ambalfador, and they fufpetl:ed that 
fome treaty had been concluded between them. 
It does not, however, appear that they receiv
ed particular intelligence of the purport of it ; 
and they frill entertained the hopes of being 
able to fix James in their interefr. 

THE archdukes had early rent over the 
count D'Aremberg, as their ambatrador, to 
congratulate him on his acceffion; and foon 
after, Don J 0110 de Taxis, COUnt of Villa Me
diana, arrived in the fame capacity from Spain. 
It was commonly believed that the former of 
thefe noblemen, who was efreemed as a foldier, 
but was extremely ill qualified for his prefent 
employment, had, foon after his arrival in 
England, given his countenance to a confpi
racy, formed by the lords Grey, Cobham, fir 
Walter Raleigh, and others, for fubverting 

the prefent government, and raifing Arabel1a 
Stuart to the throne. It would feem that he 
.had, at leaft, lent an ear to the confpirators, 
without thinking it incumbent on him to com
municate their intention to the king's minifrers ; 
and by this imprudent conduct he rendered 
himfelf fo obnoxious to James, that, in his 
hands, no treaty of agreement with his mafter 
could have fucceeded. But James was frill as 
much as ever bent on peace with Spain, nor 

bar.! 
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had he meant to preclude himfelf (~om ton.;; 
Huding it by his treaty of . alliance with the 
French monarch. 

T AXIS left no art untried to confirm him in 
this pacific difpofition; and, at the fame time, 
labo:lred to remove thofe prejudices againft 
the Spaniards which he had long entertained, 
and had been lately awakened by count 

D'Aremberg's concern in the c·::>nfi>iracy. He 
was warmly feconded by the queen, who, be
ing attached to the Spanifh intereft, had con
ceived the de fire of having the young prince, 
ht'r fon, married to the inf.1nta, and, by 
bribes and promifes, it was believed, he had 
gained over a confiderablc party of the Englifh 
counfellors. 

THE Erench king and the ftates-general 
thought they had much rea(on to dread the 
influence of fuch powerful agents, and they 
employed all their intereft to counteract them; 
and to divert the king from his intention. 
J ames gave them repeated affurances, that 
Henry fuould have no ground tQ complain of 
him for any breach of the alliance into which 
he had fo lately entered, nor the ftates for be
ing inattentive to their intereft; but the pre
fent fituation of his affairs~ he told them, rell-" 

dered 
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HE accordingly gave orders to his tninifters 
for holding conferences for this purpofe, with 
the SpaniIh and Flemifh ambaffadors, and in 
the mean time caufed an entire frop to be put 
to all hofrilities. 

T HOSE appointed by the archdukes were 
D' A remberg, and Richard of Verreicken; and 
Rouida} a fenator of Milan; had (orne over to 
the afiiftance of Taxis. 

THE letter which Taxis brought to James 
fmm the king of Spain was addreIfed to hitn, 

not in the ufual ftyle, To our Brother, but, To 
our Coufin; and) in cnumer.ating J ame,'s 
titles, though France was mentioned, Ireland 
was omitted. J ames laughed at the latter 
of thefe abfurdities, into which he fuppoled 
the Spanifu court had been led, by their com
plaifance to the pope, who had publiIhed a 
bull, declaring Irdand to be a fief of the holy 
fee; but he .Iharply exprdfed his refentment at 
the term Coufin. 

IT [')on appeared thattbe claims of the two 

nations on each other wer~ but few in flum-
VOL. 1. M ber. 
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ber. No conquefrs had been made by either' 
of the two parties, which the other coaid infi.ft: 
to have reftored; and neither of ~em claimed 
an indemnification for the exgences of the war ;. 
but there were two points which were difficult 
to be adjufted, and occafioned the holding of 
many conferences. The Spaniards" on the one 
hand, infifted that James ihouid engage t-o 
prevent his fubjeB:s from entering for the future 
iflto the fervice of the United States; and he~, 

on the, other, required that they fho~lld enjoy 
the liberty of trade to the Indies. 

THE SpanUh ambaffador reprefented, that' 
his mafrer had expected to find in his Britannic 
majefty a good and faithful ,ally" and hoped 
to have (ormed an offenfive and defenfive , 
alliance with him j but if he was ftill deter
m~ned, in. imitatiori of his predeceffor, to give 
affiil:ance to the rebels . in the Netherlands, it; 
was impoJ.frble but the catholic king muil: con
fid,er him rather as an enemy than a friend •. 
The Englifh commiffioners replied, that their 
mail:er could not now regard, the Dutch in the- . 
light of rebels; . their fovereignty had been
atknowledged by fome of the greateft princes.. 
in Europe j ancl 'the king had, on· his acceffion,. 

, found fo clofe a connection fubfifting between. 
them and his Engliqt ,fubjeCts as'could oot be 

"dif .. 



diffolved without confiderable prejudice to his 
kingdom: he was therefore refolved to permit 
them to make levies Within his dominions as 
formerly; but as he intended to obferve a (hid: 
neutrality, he was ready to grant the fame 
permiffion to the archdukes and the king of 
Spain, and farther to engage that he fhould 
not fend any of his own troops to the affiftance 
of the frates, nor furnilh them either with mo
ney or with military frores. Tbe Spanilh com
miffioners finding, after feveral conf< rences) 
that all their remonftrances on this head prov
ed ineffectual, were obliged to acquie[ce in 
the Icing's propofal. 

THE other article above mentiohed~ which 
related to the India trade, was the fubjea of 
feveral conferences, arld of great alrercatioIt 
between the commiffioners. The Spaniards 
maintained that, as they were the firO: dif
coverers of the Indies; and their right to thefe 
countries had been confirmed by the fovereign 
pontiff, no other nation was entitled to trade 
there without their permiffion ; that for ~eighty 
reafons they ad refufed to grant this per
mimon, not only to the king of France in the 
treaty of Vervins, but likewife to the emperor, 
and to the a:'chdukes; tbat thefe reafons frill 
{ubfut ) and therefore they muft not .only de-

~ ~ cline 
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cline granting it to the Englilb, but infift that 
the king of England thall) by proclamation, 
prohibit all his fubjeCl:s from continuing to 
trade in India) as they had done for fome years' 
paft. 

'. 

THIS chimerical pretenfion was treated by 
the Englifh commiffioners with the .contempt 
whi~h 't merited: the Spaniards themfelves 
had traded , to many parts of India) befides 
thofe where they bad eftablifhed ,their domi
nion; and no reafon could be given why the 
Englifh fhoul~ not enjoy the· fame liberty. 
'J ames peremptorily refufed to publifh the pro
hibition which was requeUed of him. His 
fubjeCl:s h,ad for many years been in poffeffion 
of the India trade) and he refolved that they 
fuould not be deprived of it by any article in 
the prefent treaty. 

THE di(putes on this fl;lbjeCl: rofe to fo gr~at 
a height ' as to give ground to apprehend that 
the conferenc,es wo~ld have proved abortive .;. 
'but, as both parties were eagerly bent on 
peact') it was at length propofed that no men
tion whatever fhould be m,atle of the Indies in 
the treaty; and to this prupofal y b~th 
yielded their confent. 



ALL the other articles were eaCdy adjuiled; 
but as taxis had not plenipotentiary powers, 
the figning of it was delayed for fame time 
longer. This however had been referved for 
Don John de Velafco, duke of Frias, and'con
ftable of Caftile, who, feveral months bef~re 
had come to Bruffels, in his way to England, 
but had' remained till now in Flanders, either 
on account of his health, which .'was the excu~e 
he offered for his delay, ·ot, as was fufpeCted by 
the Englifh, becaufe he judged it to be in
compatible with his dignity to come over to 
England till he knew that peace would certain
ly be concluded. He had requefted the Eng. 
li~ monarch to fend his commiffioners to 
treat with him in the Netherla,nds; but James 
declined complying with this requeft, becaufe 
the catholic king, he faid, had firft offered to 
fend-bis ambaff'ador to England, and he hofe 
to have the treaty carried on under his ow~ 
eye •• 

VELASCO -arrived at Dover on the 5th of 
Auguft, • and was from thence conduCted by 
fome Englifh noblemen fent to receive him, 
with great pomp, • to London. The treaty was 
figned on the 19th of Augufr, and next day 

• Carte, Suity, Beaumont~ Meceren, and Sin Mem. 
, recondite, tOm. i. p. :00, &c. . 
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was ratified by the. 4:ing *. The p.ublicatiol'\ 
of it gave ge~letil [ati faction both to the Spa-

16°4' niili and Englifh na~ions; b twas un;iccept-: 
. ~ 

a,ble to the Engli~ failors~ becaufe they alone, 

by t~e numerous captures they had made~ haq 
derived a~y a~v~ntage from the war t~ 

. D¥RINO tp.e courfe pf th~fe negociatious~ 

the war in the N e~er1ands was ca~ried on w~th 
more than ordinllry vigour~ T~e fJ.ege of' 

Ottend h~d lilfted for more than two years and 
~ half, and the befiegers, during all that time~ 
had exerted tlteir ~tmoft ftrength and · {kill ~ 
yet fo vigorous was the oppofition which they 
received from the garrifon; that they , had hot 
been able to make any confiderable impr {Iron 
on the place. Thofe hug~ ma,hines, abo"e 

mentioned, wh~ch were . intended for , blockin~ 

up the cal!aJ, were no fooner prought withiQ 
reach of the artillery of the ' town, than, by the 
well-direCted fl10t of 'the befie~ers, they were 

either demolifued or fet .on fire . • The befiegers 
too made innumerable · fallies, in which they, 

difplayed the moil: determined ~ntrepidity, anq 

(:ompleted ~he deftruaio~ pf i~c~ parts of 

I , 
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tile SR~nin) wor~s: ~~ (:ould not be reached by 
the llr~illery~ . , '. ' 

" ' 

THE principal engineer employed in con
firuCting there works was Pompeo Targone, < 

, ,ap. I~a~ian" \fho po(feffed -an inventive genit;ls, , 
Pl:lt hag neve; tUi now enjoyed a,n opportunity 
of reducing h~ theories. to practiee. pf ihis 
man's ingenui~y the atchduke .unfortunately 

' entertained too ,favolJrable an opinion, and 
was thus too -ea61y induced to approve of 
projeCts., which, on trial, were found impl"aCti
cable, but were attended in the execution with 
iRltl'lenfe e~pence. His machines' were all 
conftn.\Cted at fome diftan<;e from the town,; 
but when the.y were brought [Cl-ward to the 
pla<xei where they ,\-vere to be ufed, they:; were . 

• eXP9fed, eit}ler to the violel]ce of th~ tide, or 
;to ' the' fir~ of the befi,egers; and it often hap-

, peneq tha~ works were in a few h.oms dtfhoyed, 
or rendered ufelefs, on, whi,ch the labour of • 
~a!, l .yeeks had been employed. 

THE archduke carI)e at ler;gth to be unde
ceived in the .eXpeCtations which he had £Orm,. 
cd of the fuccefs of thefe works. His patience 
was now greatly exhaufted j ~nd he began to 

fufpeCt that the repeA~ed difappointments 
W~~c~ .. h.e ha met with n1tlfi: be in a grea~ 

I)'1tll. .. 
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meafure owing tu the want of {kill or of vigour 
on the,part of thofe to whom he had commit
ted the cocduCt: of the liege. 

THE marquis of Spinola hag been only a 
few months jn the Netherlands, and, till his 
arrival there, had never witneffed any military 
operations: yet Albert, with the confent .of the 
court of Spain, refolved to devolve on him the 
commi.lnd of the army, and the pr9[ecution of 
th~ liege, in which the frrenuous efforts of his 
moft experienced commanders had been of fo 
little avail. In forming this ~e[olution it was 
generally believed that, in the iffue, he would 
find that he had been betrayed into frill greater 
imprudence than when he repOfed fuch un
defe a confidence in the ' abilities of Tar
gppe, and many f hi !; oJ!ic.ers were greatly 1n
cenfed at a choice [0 expreffive of his difrruft . - . in their abilities; ' bu.t ~avin$ conceived a hig~ 
admiration of Spinola, partly on account of 

-his fpirited conduCt in fome enterprizes of 
{mall importance in which he had been engag
ed, and partly from rhe prudence and fagaclty 
of which he had given proof as often as he ,had 
confulted him on the conduCt: f the war, AI
~~rt perlifted in his refolution, and was juftifi

t~ by th7 event. 
, , 
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SPINOLA was highly pleafed with fo fiatter- - BOO 'Ie 

ing a diftinction, but could not avoid feeling r--~ 
much anxiety when the rchduke communi- 160 •• 

cated to him his mtention. He h fitated for 
fome time whether to accept, at fo critical :1 

junCture, of fo important a command, in 
which" inftead of acquiring fame, he might, 
at his very entrance upon cl!e m'ilitary life, x
pore himfelf to fo great a rilk of incurring 
cenfure and reproach; and therefore, before 
he agreed to the archduke's propofal, he con
vened together fuch of the officers as he con
fided in, apd defired them deliberately to con
fider whether it was practicable to bring the 
fi~ge of Oftend tp the defired conclullon. 

, 

TH~S~ rpen differed widely from each other 
in their feiltimeQt<; on 'the fubjeCt, and only 
contnbuted to increafe his perplexity. Bur, 
being confcious of refources within himfe1f, 
of which tbofe who ett~mpted to diffuade him 
c?Uld' form no conception, his hopes and his 
ambition at length prevailed over his doubts 
~nd feal's, and determined him to accept of 
the command. .-
T~£ failure of ~any ent~rp6zes, he believed, 

, ~ad been $reat~y owing to ' the mutinous fpirit 

pf *e tro~ps, occafioned by the irregularity 
of 
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of their pay .. and to remedy this ev'l was the 
firft objeB. to which he applied his attentio~ 
Upon enquiry J he found that large fums of ~ 
money had beeD. mifapplied, or embezzled by 
thofc who had the care of the military chef!. 
Thefe penons h difinitred from their employ
ments, and fubftituted others, pan' a plan of 
greater 'reconomy, in their room. But he ftill 

' perceived that the military funds were too 

{mall to enable him to keep tt.e .troops in good 
humour, and at the fame time to carryon fuc
cefsfully all the expenfive operatio~ of the 
fiege. Of the tr~th of this he fpared no pains 
to convince the archduke and. the Spanifh mi·~ 
nifters ; and, in the mean time, till they fuollid . 

devi.fe expedients for furnifhing him with 
more ample fupplies, he pledged his private 
fortune for fuch confiderable fums as put it . ~ 

in his power to give inftant fatisfa&ion tQ the: 
troops. 

! N Cf?nduCting the operations of the fiege. 
his deference for the judgment of the aroh- . 
duke determined him to perft.ft for fame time 
longer in the attempt, which had coft [0 mucn. 
expencf.! of blood and labour, to intercept the 
Jlavigation of the canal; and, in order to form 
the intended dyke, and batterieS' on e banks 

~f it~ great quanti~es 9f frones ;md eaitlr, and 
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other materials, were brought from a diftance, 

on floa s or rafts conftrucred by Targone. Hut 
this work, being expofe.d both to the fire and 
the fallies of the befieged, advanced fiowly. 
I t cou~d not be fini!h.ed, he perceived, for 

many months; and~ even when it lhould be 

finiIhed, though it wotrld render the naviga-
. tion of the canal r,nore difficult to the Dutch 

ihips; yet many of them, he forefaw, by taking 
advantage of the night, arid winds and tides, 
might elude .his batteries, and tbe garrifon 
ftill continue to receive fupplies. In order to 
prevent this, Targone had, with the archduke's 
~pprobation). begun to erect, on large boats 
ftrongly bound tflgether, a h\lge floating came, 
Y" hich ~e propofed to fiation in the mouth of 
the canal, and to plant it with cannon. But 
Spinola confldered Fhis project as chimerical. 
A pile fo huge and unwieldy ~ould not, h~ 
fufpecred, b~ brought from the place where 
the engineer was employed.in building it, Fa 
the mouth 9f the canal: although 'it lhould be 
found practicable to do this, yet the machine 
would not long refift the v iolence of the tide; 
and, .unlefs a dyke of an extraordinary heigh~ 

p.nd ftrength could be r:1ifed to ilielter it, it 
would r ')on be demolilhed by the artillery of 

.!~e ~01V~. 
D ETERMINED . . 
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DETERMINED by thefe motives, 'Spinola 
abandoned the defign of blocking up the canal, 
and refolved, henceforth, to em.ploy his whole 
ftrength in carrying on the fiege by mines, 
b'atteries, and affaults. The archduke, notwith
ftanding the repulfe ~hich he had met with 
in the affault above related, would, on the 
fecond day afrer, have refumed his attempt, if 
the troops, difconrented wirh his treatment of 
them ~n that occafion, had not refufed ' to 

obey. But the whole army was now nnder the 
m<?fi perfea difcipline; and haVing no longer 
any ground .to complain of their want of pay, 
they were ready to give every ' proof d their 
attachment to their general, from whom they 

, had received fo much greater attention than 
had formerly ' Qeen !hewn them. Encouraged 
by this difpofition of his army, Spinola iffued ' 
his orders for a general '~drau~t, in the fame 
quarter where the former one had failed,. at 
the fmall canal which encompaffed the fortifi,
cations on the wett. In oroer to infpire his 
trOOps with elT.uJation, he divided t~em into 
four battalio~ s, one of \vh,ic~ was e~tirely 
compo{ed of Germans, the fecond ofSpan~ards, 
the third of Italians, a;,d the· fourth of '\Val
loons, ~nd other foldiers raifed In the county 
pf Burgundy. Great quantities of rnateri:j.ls 
l~d been p~ovided for fotrning dykes acroiS 

, the 
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the canal, at thofe parts where he iJ!tended the 
troops £hould pafs; and the foremoft ranks 

'were ordered t() carry before them a fort of 

rampart formed of twigs and faggots, to fcreep 

them from the fire of the enemy's finall arms 

. in their approach. 

TH E garrifol1, having received intelligence 

of his deiign, were well prepared for their de

fence; and the affaiJants had no fooller entered 

the canal than they began a dreadful fire upon 

them, both with their finall arms and th ir 

artillery. Great numbers fell, notwlthftand. 

ing the precautions which had been taken: 

frill however they continued. to advance. The 

Walloons having been ftationed farthefr from 

the fea, where the <:anal was of the fmallefr 

dep h, were the firfi: who arrived on the odler 

fide, and the reH: of the army quickly follow
·ed. The garrifon (till maintained their ground, 

and l~ept tip an i~ceffant fire,. by which the 
braveft: of the affailants fell in heaps above one 

another. Spinola was in the ~idfi: of his 
troops, giving orders, and exhorting them to 

prefevere. They ere animated by his exam

ple, as well as his exhortations; and it being 

_now become more dangerol s to retreat than 

to advance, they hafrene-d forward with the 

moil: defperate 'intrepidity, and attacked the 

r;welins and half-moons which defended the, 
counter· 

BOO K.' 
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BOO Jt counterfc;arp. The garrifon withftood their fury It. 
for [orne time; but at Jength, after great 
number had fallen on both fides, they were 
compelled to abandon their outworks, and re ... 
tire within .the ditch • 

• 
SPINOLA could not at this time attempt with 

fafet)C to proceed any. farther in the :J.~tack; but 
' having covered his men from the enemy's fire, 

e immediately began, py working frenches, 
to make frill nearer approaches to the place *. 

THE frates -general ~ere in the 'mean time 
deliberating \vhether to attempt to raire the 
fiege, by marching the army to Oftend ; or to 
undertake fome new conq ueft on the coafr of 
Flanders, by which the lofs of Oftend, which 
they had now more reafon to dread then ever, 
might be compenfated. Afrer mature delibe
ration, the latter of thefe meafur s was adopt
ed, as the eafieft to be carried into execution j 

and it was agreed to undertake the reduction 
of Sluys t, which, as it lay nearer to the 
United Provinces, wou1d prove in every re .. 
[peet a more valuable pom IOn than Ofi:end. 

THE troops were ordered t<;> rendezvous at' 
Williamftadt, where prince Maurice, attended\ 

* Bentivoglio, part. iii. lib. vii. . 
t See volume ii. p. z 3 7. of PAilip II. 

by 
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by the deputies of the ftates, arrived on .the 
'204th of April, anJ next day he fet fail with 
upwards of twelve thoufand men for the iOe 
of Cadfant, which is feparated fror:n Sluys by 
the great canal. H!lving dlfembarked without 
oppofition, he foon reduced all the forts upon 
the if1and. From Cadfant he p::tffed over inte 
that part ot Flanders which li,es to the eaft
ward of Sluys, apd laid fiege to a fhong fort 
called St. Catherine. The garrifon of this fort 
,having made a more vigorous rdiftance than 
'he expeCted, he refolved, rather than, be de
tained before it any longer, to leave it ~hjnd 
him in the enemy's poifeffion, and gave orders 
for having his artillery drawn off in the middle 
of the night; but one of his cannon having 
funk in a marlli, a great number of failors 
were employed in raifipg it, who made fo 
great a buftle and noire, that the garrifon, be
lieving the whole Dutch army to be at haJlld, 
and ' that they were removing their artillery :to 
a !TI0re advantageous fituation, in <Drder to re
new the attack, were feized with a panic, and . 
fled precipitately towa~s Ifendyck. Of this un-
expeCted ev~nt the prince received intelligence 
next morning, when he took poifeffion of the 
fort: and from thence he proceeded to Ifyn
dyck, Ardenbourg, and other places" all of 
which he eafily compelled to furrender. . . 

BOO !; 
n .. 
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IN the m.an lime Spinola, having b en ir1-
formed by Serrano, the governrn; of Sluys, of 
the' danger which threatened him, fent ~im a 
reinforcement of three hundred men. With ' his 

reinforcement, joined to as great a number of 
the garrifon as could be fpared, Serano, who 
was an offic~r difringuifhed for his aCtivity and 
enterprize, refolved to embrace the opportu
nity which the prefent difrance of prince 
Maurice's army afforded him, to make an at
tack on the iile of Cadfant. 

HAD his de0gn fucceeded, he mt}ft have got 
poffeffwn of all the Dutch tr:mfports) together 
with their military frores, and thus have ren
dered it impntcticable for Maurice to pro€eed 
in his intended enterprize againfr Sluys. Some 
companies of Scotch troops, which haJ been 

ftationed in Cadfant, having no apprehenfion . 
of danger, were off· their guard, and Serrano 

had time to land fix hundred of his men with
out oppofitioo; but the Scots, having foon 
received intelligence of their landing, fet Otlt 

inffantly to appofe them; and having come 
upon them before they were completely form
ed, attacked them with uncommon fury, and 
drove them back in great contufion to their 
boats. 
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THE prince had now fubdued all the fort ified 

places which lay to the eaft of Sluys, and WlS 

advancing weftwaro, when he was met by Ve
bfco, general of the archduke's caVllry, who 

had been fent to ob!huCt his progrefs. V dafco 

had pofted his troops in a {hong fituati on, 
near Dam, which ftands on the canal of 
Bruges. He had the good fortune in the be

ginning to repulfe a party of the Dutch horj~·, 

who were rent before the reft of the ::nmy to 

attac::k his intrenchments; but the infantry 

coming up, he was overpowered by nurnbers. 

About eight hundred of his men were killed 
and taken prifoners, and he himfelf with the 

reft was obliged to retire precipitately towards 

Dam. 

AFTER this fuccels, Mlurice, judging it un· 

necdlary to lofe time in laying fiege to this 
fort, proceeded in his march, and, wi th little 

difficulty, made himfdf mafl:er of all the forts 

on the great canal, by which Sluys communi. 

cates with the fea; immediately after which, 

he affigned their feveral ftations to his tl oops 
in the neighbourhood of the town, and began 
to form a line 0[- circumvallation round the 

place; by working deep intrenchments where 
- the foil- permitted, cafting bridges over the 

numberlefs litrle canals a;}d riVUlets, by which 
t1~e ground is almofi: every where interfeCted, 
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and fortifying the whole at certain diftances 
with redoubts *. 

IN thefe laborious operations feveral weeks 
were employed; and before the works were 
finifhed, the archduke found means, at dif
ferent times, to reinforce the garrifon with 
fifteen hundred men. Prince Maurice was not 
forry for the introduction of thefe troops into 
the town. He had received certain intelli
gence that the frock of provifions in the place 
was not fufficient long to fupport fo great a 
number; r:he had no intention to carry on the 
fiege by batteries or aiIaults, and he hoped 
foon to be able to render the blockade fo com
plete, as to prevent the entrance of fupplies. 

T HE archduke, on the other hand, expeCted 
ere long to be able to raife the fiege, and 
dreaded no danger but from the weaknefs of 
the garrifon. He was deeply fenfible of the 
great importance of Sluys, which, befides af. 
fording the moO: commodious retreat to the 
SpaniOl gallies, was conveniently fituated for 
an invalion of the United Provinces, and en-

.. In order more deeply to imprefs the minds of his 
foldiers with a fcnfe of the importance of tlteir pre{i ..• 

enterprize. Maurice. appointed the % If!: of May to be ob. 

rerved as a day of faftinE and of prayer to the Almighty. 
for his bleffillg upon their arms. 

abled 
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- nhled him to give great annoyance to their BOO Ie 

trade. He could not, however, perfuade him- ~_ 
telf ro forego the fruits of his long-continued 160-1_ 

labours before O ftend, by railing the liege of 
that place; but he refoIved for fome time to 

fufpend his operations there, and lignified to 
Spinola his defire that he 1hould immediately 

march to the relief of Sluys, leaving no more 
troops behind him than were fufficient to re- . 
{hain the fallies of the garrifon. 

SPI NOLA; who was well acquainted with the 

character of prince Maurice, had a juft fenfe 
of the difficulty of carrying the archduke's de
fign into execution! and remonftrated againfr • 
it as impracticable; but finding that Albert 
could not be prevailed on to alter his refolu
tion. he agreed to ae:cept of the command, 
upon condition that the officers of the greatefl: 
experience 1hould accompany him in the ('xpe
dition. He could hardly flatter himfdf with 
the hopes of fuccefs, and he wifhed that others 
lliould partake in the cenfure which he was 
likely to incur. The archduke readily con
fented to this propofal; and, being joined on 
this occafion by a great number of the muti
neers, who had been perfuaded to return to 
their duty, he began his march with lix thou
rand foot and two thoufand horfe, befides a 

~ ~ traUl 
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train of artillery, and a large convoy of pro· 
v;fions. 

THE garrifon of Sluys had already begun to 
fuffer greatly from the want of wholefome 
food; an~ Serrano had repeatedly fent notice, 
that without a fupply he could not poffibly 
hold out for many days longer. Spinola there • 

. fore advanced towards Sluys with the utmoft 
expedition; and, having received intelligence 
that the weakeft part of the enemy's lines was 
at a village called Tervarde, he made an at
tack upon them in that quarter in the mid· 
dJe of the night. But the Dutch troops were 
prepared for his receptlOn; and though he 
had taken every precaution to infure f\Jccefs, 
he was obliged, after repeated attempn, to 
retire with confiderable lofs. 

HI:: then fetched a compafs round by Arden
bourgh, and directed his march towards the 
iOe of Cadfant, in the 'hopes of making him
[elf mafter of that ifland, from whence he 
might by water introduce provifions into Sluys. 
He expected to have come upon the enemy in 
furprize, by fording the canal which [eparates 
Cadfant from Flanders on the eaft. But princ 

Maurice, having fufpected his defign, had 
planted a half-moon battery there, and ftationed 

fome 
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fome fd.eB: troops to difpute his pa,£fage, under 

count William of NaJfau. Over thefe troops, 
Spinola at firft gained fome advantage, and 
drew them from the battery: but Maurice 
himfelf, coming up with frefh troops to their 
aiflfrance, Spinola was, at length, obliged to 
abandon his attempt, after an obftinate con~ 
teft, in which he iuffered the 10fs of five hl1n~ 
dred killed, and as many wounded. 

HAD not Spinola entered with reluCtance on 
his prefent enterprize, his prudence might 
juftly have been impeached; but as his difap
probation of it, and his diffidence of fu ccefs, 
were known to the enemy by inte cepted 
letters, as it had been known from the bt'gin
jng to his friends, and nothing had bc:en 
wanting on his part to carry it into fuccefsful 
execution, it ferved, notwithftanding his re
pulfe, to heigthen his charaCter for mili tary 
£kill, and confirmed the archduke in the high 
op inion which he entertained of his abilities. 

HE returned without delay to Oftend; and, 
on the fecond day' after his retreat, Serrano, 
the governor of Sluys, capitulated upon ho
nourable terms. His garrifon amounted to 
four thoufand men, be fides a weat number of 
naves, who had formerly been employed on 
board the gallies; but his ftock of provifion, 

N J had, 
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had, feveral days before, been entirely con~ 

fumed, and the ftrength of the foldiers was 

fo much impaired, that more: than fixty of 

them died o~ the road to Dam, which is only 
two hours march from Sluys. 

By one article of the capitulation, all the 
artillery and military ftores, and by an ocher, 

all the !hips and ten Spani!h gallies, which 
had fa long infefted the Dutch trade, were 

del~vered into the hands of the conqueror, 

FOURTEEN hur.'dred naves, the greater part 
of whom were T~rks, were fet at liberty j and 
as many of them chofe to return to their na
tive country, the United StateE, in order to 
conciliate the fi'i~nd(hip of the Corfairs, treateq 
them with g;-eat humanity while they remain
ed in Holland, and afterwards fent them in 

Dutch !hips to Barbary *. 

THE glory which prince Maurice acquired 
fi'om fo important a conqueft was greatly 
heightened by the comparifon which men ge
nerally inll:ituted between the rapidity of his 
progref~, and the flownefs of that cf the 
Spaniards before Oll:end. J uciicious obferve~ 
~hought there was hardly room for this com-

.. Grouus, lib . .+iii. M etcren, and the Triumphs of 

Nalfau. Bentivoglio, p. 3' cap. vii. 
p arifon~ 
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parifon, the two cafes being extremely dif- BOO K 

ferent ill the moft important refpetts from • II. 

each other; bm it was univerfally acknow- 160+ 

ledged that Maurice had, on no former occa-
fion, difc9vered greater vigour and vigilanc(", 
or greater military !kill. 

THE archduke, on the other hand. was 
feverely mortified; nor was he entirely free 

£rom apprehenCions of being ere long fubject
ed to a fl:ill greater mortification, as a conCi
derable part of the feafon fit for attioll Hill re
mained, and he expetted that Maurice, whofe 
army had fuffered almoft no diminutIon, would 
next attempt to compel him to raife the liege 
of Oftend. In order to prevent this, which 
he would hav.e confidered as th.e greateft cala

mity that coukl befall him, he gave imme
diate orders for frrengthening the fortifications 
of Dam, Blackenberg, and other places, by 
which the prince's army could approach. 

B UT Maurice had no intention of entering 
fa far into an enemy's country, whofe forces 
were fuperior in number to his own; and the 
flates-general, highly fatisfied with the fuccef3 
which had already attended their arms, re
folved to employ the remainder of the feafon 

in fecuring th~ir new conqudh. No expenee 
N 4 was 
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was fpared to J'('nder Sluys impregnablt, and 
C ad fan t, Ifyndyck, and feveral other places in 

the neighbourhood of Sluys, were ftrongly 

fortified. 

THE marquis of Spinola had, in the mean 

t ime, refumcd his operations before Oftend, 

and was daily making nearer approaches to 

the town. He had already croifed the ditch, 

and compelled the garrifon to retire from aU 
that part of the J.!lacc called the Old Town, 

but one redoubt *, from which, as it was con

fiderably elevated above the other fortifica

tions, the befiegers made dreadful havoc 

among his troops. He refolved, whatever it 

fhould coft: him, to make himfelf mafter of 

this redoubt. His SpaniOl and Italian troops, 

having been again and again repulfed with 

great Daughter, could not be perfuaded to 

renew the attack: and this arduous under

taking was therefore committed to two regi

ments of G ermans, who, allured by promifes, 

and pufhed on by emulation to execute what 

the Italians and Spaniards had abandoned in 

dcJpair, ad vanced towards the fort with the 

mu(t Ciictermined intrepidity. The garrifon 

fprung a mine upon the foremoft of thefe re-

s. C~lIcd the SanJ-hill. 

gimenrs, 
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giments, and blew up a great number of them 
in the air. The reft however, fupported by 
the fecond regiment, ftill continued to advance, 
and having attacked tht garrifon fword in 
hand, they drove them with irrefifiible fury 
from the place. 

THE garrifon, by the advice of a Scotch 
engineer of the name of Dixter, had provided 
agatnft this difafter, by drawing a ftrong in
trenchment flanked with baftions, and forti
fied with artillery betwixt the old and the new 
part of the town; and behind this, they had 
likewife drawn another intrenchment of the 
fame k' nd acrofs the middle of the new 
town; being determined to difpute every 
inch of ground, and to maintain their defence 
till the laft extremity. • 

FROM the progrefs however which SpiflOb 
had already made, and the £kill and vigour 
with which his operations were conducted, it 
could not be doubted that he muft ere long 
ge~ poffeilion of the place. The garrifon frill 
continued to make the moft vigorous fallies 
upon his miners and his troops; but fince 
they had loft the fort of Sand-hill, thefe fallies 
were made at a much greater expence of 

blo~':!, on their .?artl than formerly I their new 
works 

BOOK 
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WOI ks had not yet acquired the fame folidity 

and il:rength as thofe from ',vhich they had 

been expelled; and, being now confined within 

[uch narrow limits as could not admit of any 

eO!1fiderable reinforcement of fi'dh troops, 

they were expofed to much greater danger 

than before, of being overpowered in every 

affault, by the fuperior numbers of the 

enemy. 

THE ltates-geneml, influenced by thefe con

fiderations, and thinking it extremely doubtful 

whether the prefervation of Oftend, fince thl! 

conqucft of Sluys, was an objeCt worthy of the 

expenee and attention it muft coft, refolved to 

perfift no longer in the defence, and fent in

ftructions tu the fieur de Marquette, the gover. 

nor, to prppare himlelf for capitulating upon 

honourable terms, 

ON reed ving thefe inftructions, Marquette 

im mediately conveyed to Flu/hing, by the 

fhips wh ich were then lying in the harbour, all 

deferrers and other perfons who had any pill' .. 

ticular reafons for dreading the enemy's refent

m ent, together with a part of the ,millel y and 
flores; aftt!r which he rent two of his p rincipal _. 

office:-s to treat with Spinola of the iUlTender 

of the pbcc. 

THIS 
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THIS general, whether from admiration of 

that intrepid bravery which the garrifon had 
difplayed, or becaufe he was frill diffident of 
fuccefs, and defirous to avoid the farther ef
fulion of blood, readily agreed that. the gar
Tifon fhould march out with all the honours 
of war, and be fafely conducted by land to 
Sluys; that waggons fhould be furnifhed to 
the lick and wounded; fhat the inhabitants 
fhould be at liberty to quit the town without 
moleftation; and that all prifoners on both 
fides fhould be releafed. This agreement was 
made on the 2.o.h of September, in the begin. 
ning of the fourth year lince the commence
ment of the liege; and on the fecond day 
;lfter, Spinola was put in poffeffion of the town. 
He religiollOy fulfilled all the articles of the 
capitulation; and while the garrifon were pre
paring to fet out, he gave proof of a genero
lity of fpirit, of which no other inftance has 
pccllred in the hiftory of the prefent war, by 
inviting the governor, apd all colonels and 
.captains in the place, to a magnificent enter
tainment, where he treated them with every 
mark of diftinC"tion and refpect. 

FROM Oftend the govercor marched at the 

head of his garrifon, amounting to near fOLlr 

fhoufand men, with a finall train af artillery, 
along 
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along the fea. coaft, till they arrived in the 
neighbourhood of Sluys, whe~e they were met 
by prince Maurice, who received them in the 
mofr gracious manner, and gave them every 
tefrimon~ of appla\lfe and gratitude. They 
were foon after followed by almoft the whole 
body of inhabitants, who chofe rather to re
fide at Sluys than Ofrend; and the chief ma

gifuate of Oftend 'Yas appointed chief magi
{hate of Sluys. 

SUCH was the termination of this celebrated 
fiege, which, befides an enormous expence of 
labour and military ftores, had coft rhe con
tending parties the lives of near a hundred 
thoufand men. Oftend could not, on any ac

count, be deemed worthy of this expence; yet 
the Dutch feemed to have aCted wifely jn de
fending it witb fo great .obftinacy. They 
ould no where elfe have encountered the 

enemy on more advantageous terms; and, 
while the fiege continued", they not only en
joyed profound tranquillity at home, but were 
at liberty to fecure and extend their frontier, 
by the acquifition of Rhinberg, Grave, .cad- · 
[;mt, Ifyndick and Sluys. 

THE condua: of the 

Ildmit of any fuch apoiogy. 

7 

archduke doc5. not 

H ardly any of the 
places 
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places which he had 10ft was of Iefs import
ance than Oftend; and Sluys, from its excd
lent harbour, and its neighbourhood to Zea
land, was of much greater importance. His 
arms, at a junCture when his finances were low, 
and his troops mutinous, ought rather to have 
been employed in defending his own domi
nions than in attacking thofe of the enemy; 
and if he! had found leifure for aCting offen
fively, he ought to have made his attack on 
fome place of eafier conqueft, in the preferva
tion of which the United Provinces were more 
deeply interefted. 

BUT if he ever came to be fenfible of his 
error, it was not till he thought that it could 

not be retrieved with honour; and he was en
couraged to perfift in it by the Spanifh mi
nifters, who were at too great a diftance from 
the {cene of aCtion to judge of the conduct 
which it was proper to purfue. 

BUT there was reafon now to expeCt that 
neither the archduke, nor the court of Spain, 
would for the future be guilty of the fame 
fort of imprudent conduCt as that into which, 
on different occations, they had been hitherto 
betrayed; ' as both he and they were impreffed 
with a juft refteem of the prudence and great 

abilities 
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ahilities of the marquis of Spinola, and had 
refolved to devolve on him the entire direction 
of the war. He had already given {hiking 
proofs of fuperior capacity; and no perfon 
doubted that he would ftill be found deferving 
of that extraordinary confidence that was re ... 

pofed in him. 

A CHIEF fource, Spinola knew, of thote dif .. 
nppointments and loffes which Albert had 
fuftained, was his irregularity in the pay of his 
troops; and in order to remedy this evil, the 
marquis refolved either to reduce their num
ber, or to be well affured of procuring more 
ample funds for their fupport. But no fuffi
cient funds could be procured, uniefs they 
were furnifhed by the court of Spainj and 
therefore, as foon as he put his army into 
winter-quarters, he fet out for Madrid, in the 
hopes of being able to convince the Spani1h" 
minifters of the necemty of either making 
greater exertions, a~d furnifiling more liberal 
fupplies, or of refolving as foon as pomble to 
put a period to the war. 

THE Spani1h finances were in no better 
order at this time than at any former period. 
From that decay of induftry, of which the 
caufes have been alrea\.ly mentioned, Spain was 

no 
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no longer able to furnifh either her colonies, 
or herfdf with manufactures of her own pro
duction. The gold and filver which fhe im
ported from America no fooner arrived than it 
was tranfmitted for the purchafe of munufac
tures, to other nations that were more in
duftrious; and the fcarcity of the precious 
metals in Spain had rifen to fa great a height, 
that t~e duke of L erma had, laft year, raifed 
the nominal value of the copper coin, which 
by a royal ediCt was made nearly equal to that 
of filver. But this abfurd expedient ferved only 
to increafe the evil which it \\ as intended to 

prevent or remedy t. 

COUNTERFEIT copper money, or equal in
trinfic value to the current co.ln in Spain, was 
poured into that kingdom by the neighbour
ing nations: thefe nations, at the;: fame time, 
received gold and fllver in return! they !till 
continued likewife to receive the price of their 
lanufactures in gold and filver. And ~J1US 

was Spain more than ever drained of thefe pre
cious metals. The diftrefs arifing from thence 
was fenfibly felt from one end of the king
dom to the other, and the minifters often found 
it difficult to procure money fufficient for the 
neceffary purpofes of government. But, being 

t Gonfalez DlyiJa, lib. ii· cap. xiv. 
new 
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now delivered from the bortheR of the war 

with England, and hoping that henceforth the 
returns of treafure from America would be 
greater and more certain than they had hitherto 
been, they refOlved, in conformity to ' the 
king's in . ination, to fpare no expenee to ena
ble the archduke to carry on the war in the N e· 
therlands with vigour. 

AGREEA BLY to this refolution, the marquis 
of Spinola, to whom Philip, on this occafion 
gave eyery proof of efteem and confidence, 
was immediately furnifued with a confiderable 
fum of money. The ftrongefr airurances were 
likewife given him, by the minifters, of 
greater punCtuality in their future remit
tances; and there was at the fame time con
ferred upon him, full power to employ all the 
money which he received, or was afterwa:ds 
to receive, in the manner which he fuould 
judge to' be moft expedient. The conduCt of 
the archduke, it feems, and that of thofe to 
whom he had committed the adminiftration of 
his finances, had rendered this precaution ne
ceffary: he had never obferved that ftria: 

ceconomy 'which the exigencies "f his ~ffairs 
required; and it would appear, that being 
fenfible of this defeCt in his charaCter, and 
confciolls of his inability to correCt it, he was 

well 
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well pleafed to have the diipofal of the money 
f< nt from Spain, devolved upon Spinola. 

THE marquis having thus accomplifhed the 
defign of his journey to Madrid, and obtained 

fro111 Philip and his minifters their approba
tion of his plan of operations for the next cam

paign, returned without delay to Bruffels. 
The £i.ft object of his attention was to remove 

. every ground of difcontent among his troops, 

by applying a part of the money which he 
had brought along with him to the difcharge 
of their arrears; immediately after which, he 
gave orders for making numerous levies in Ger
many and in the fouthern provinces of the N e

therlands. The Sp:mifh mini!1ers had promifed 
to fend him a veteran regiment from Spain by 

fea; ahd they had given infr ructions to the 
governors of N apks and Milan to provide for 
him a H:rong reinforcement of Italians". 

T HE United Provinces on the other hand, 

being already well acquainted with the aCtivity 

and enterprize of Spinola, had ftrenuou{ly 

exerted themfeh'es in their military prepara-

.. Some officers {cnt over to recruit in Britain, but 

James difcouraged his fubjeCts from entering into the 
Spa:lilh fervice. Vide Carte. Yet foldiers were raifed 

among the cath0Ecs. as appears frdm the fcquel. 
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tibns, and were fooner ready to take the fida. 
They had formed the deugn of laying fiege 
to Antwerp, where they .had learnt that the 
number of the garrifon was neither adequate 

to the extent of the fortifications, or the great . 

importance of the place. Prince Maurice did 

not approve of this expedition, but engaged 
in it at the requefr of the frates. Having put 
a part of his army on board tranfports, under 
'count Ernefr of Naffau, he himfelf marched 
over land with the reft from Bergen op Zoom; 
and joined Erneft at the fort of Lillo, which 
frands on th~ north fide of the ScheId, about 

two league3 diftant from Antwerp, and was frill 

in poffeffion of the Dutch . 

. HIS intention was to lay all the low grounds 
between Lillo and Antwerp under water, by 
cutting the dyke of the Scheld, together 
with the counter-dyke at Courvefrain, and 
then to crofs over the inundation, and I to 
pitch his camp on the higher grounds which 
lie near the town . He would thus have ha.d 
a much f maller fpace to indofe with his en
trenchments, while hIS army would have been 
entirely fecure on one fide againft the approach 
of the enemy. His defign had been carefully 
concealed; and if his tranfports had not been 
detained by contrary winds, his enrerpriie 

would 
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- would pr.obably have been attended with fuc
cefs~ But Spinola, conjeCturing from the em
barkation of a part. of his forces, tlnd his choice 
of Bergen for the rendezvous of the reft, that 
he could not have any other objcCl: in view 
but the fj.ege of Antwerp, had time to tak.e 
every precaution to prevent him from carry
iog his plan into execution. He had greatly 
augmented the .garrifons of the town and of 
the forts upon the s:oupterdyke; and 'at the 
fame time had lined the banks of the ScheId 
on both fides with a fufficient number of troops. 
to oppofe his landing-. 

MAURICE attempted, however, to make a. 
rlefcent on the Flanders fide near C aloo, but 
finding his utmoft dforts ineffectual, and that 
Spinola was every where upon his guard, he 
abandoned his firft attempt; and, after tedu
cing the caftle of Vloude, a ftrong fort . n the , 
neighbourhood of Bergen, he embarked his 
anny, and made a defccnt in Flanders, near 
Ifyndyck, with an intention of laying fiege ei
ther to the Sas of Ghent or Hulft. 

* He had likewife come ' rumfelf to Antwerp, with all 
the forces · which he could collect together; and having 
thrown a bridge over the ScheId, a little above the town, 

he flood prepared to march whenever the cnemy ihouJd 
adventure to begin t.~cir attack. 

o 2 MAURICE 
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. MAURIC£ himfc Ifhaddifapproved ofthhcx-
pedition, as ~ell as of his attempt on Antwerp, 
and had advifed to employ the army on the 
banks of the Rhine, wher.e he thought there 
was rea[on to dread an irruption of the enemy; 
but he had yielded to the judgment of the 
frates, who, being anxious for the prefervation 
of Sluys, were de[lrous of getting poifeffion of 
as many fortified towns as pollible, in the 
neighbourhood of that important place. They 
had formerly had repeated proofs, how ill 
qualified they were to judge of the preper 
conduct of . the war; and from the fequel, it 
will appear how much wifer it had been, if 
on the prerent occafion they had liftened to 
the opinion of their general. 

MAURJ CE had not time to begin his opera
.tions either againft the Sas of Ghent or Hulfr, 
when Spinola, who on this occafion derived 
great udvantage from his bridge over the 
Sche1d, arrived in fight with all his forces: 
but as neither of the two generals were in
clined to try the fortune of a battle, they im
mediately applied themfelves to fortify their 
re[peCtive camps; re[ol ing, each of them to 
await till fome favourable opportUnity fhould 
offer of annoying his enemy, without expofing 

, himfelf to dangel'. Several fkirmifhes were 
fought 
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fOught by foraging parties with various [uc
cds, but neither party was able to g' in any 

confiderable advantage over the other. 

AT kngth1 S pinola having effectually pro
vided for the fafety of the two places which 
Maurice had intended to attack, left a part of 
the army under the count of Berg to watch 
his motions, and ordered the reft to direct their 

march towards Maeftricht. 

ABOUT this time he expeCl:ed the arri val of the 
troops which had been raifed for the archduke's 
fervice in Germany and Italy, and he had ap

pointed Maeftricht for the place of rendezvous. 
Agreeably to the promife given him by the court 
of Spain, a regiment confifting of twelve hun
dred men had been embarked at Lifbon, in 
eight fhip, which, in order to elude the vigi
lance of the enemy, had be n hired from 
Hamburgh, of the Englifh and Danifh mer
e ants. But notwithftanding their precaution, 
they were intercepted by the Dutch admiral 
Hautain, whom the ftates had ordered to lie 

in wait for them in the Englifh channel. Four 
of them were either taken or deftroyed, and 
the remaining four obliged to take fhelter in 
Dover, where they were fhut up by the Dutch 
till the following winter, when the long nights 

o 3 afforded 
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afforded them an opportunity to efcape to 

Flanders *, 

1 Ian for 
c(JIInuCling 
the war. 

THE marquis of Spinola lamented the 10fs 
of the Spanifh troops the more, as they were 
all veteran foidiers, commande~ by officers of 
great experience. But all the' German and 
Italian forces which he expeCted, having arriv
ed in fafety, he refolved without farther delay, 
to enter upon the execlltion of the plan of 
operations, which in concert with the arch
duke, he had formed for the remainder of this 
campaign: .It had. been his intention, ever 
fince the furrender of Ofrend, to efrabliflrthe 
theatre of the war beyond the Rhjne~ in that 
'part of the dominions of the ftates where: the 
fuperiority of their naval force could be of no 
avail. His army would thus, he thought, be 

.,. The fl:atesdifgraced ihemfelves, andfullied the vitl:ory 

.. which they obtained on this occafion, by ordering all the 
pri(oncrs to be tied tlVO :m'd two together, .and thrown 
into the fen. Yet neither Grotius nor Van Meteren, the 
two molt rcfpeanble of the Dutch hiftorians, have fpoken 
of their conduCl: as r.eprehonfible. Their pretext for this 

barbarity. was to d:tmp the courage 'of the Spaniards, but 
it rather ferved to infpire them in all rencotjnters with 
defperate rage and fury; and as no better re;tfon could be 
gi\:en for treating with fo great inhumanity the ptifoners 
\~ hom they took at (ea, than thofe who were taken in the 
iregc of towns, or in the ReId of battle, it was an example 
calculated to revive th:tt ravage method of carrying on the 
the war which had excited (uch general horror when it was 

pracufed b)· the duke of Alva and his fon. 
1 m 
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in fome m~fure fupported at the enemy's ex
pence; it wduld. be earier for him,tp fupprefs 
the mutinous fpirit of-hi toops, in cafe 'ie 
;fhO!Jld. again appear; and as the frates had no 
dre~d of an att;lck in that quarter~ he expea:~d 
to , find fome of their principal. towns ~ijpr~
'pared for a defence. . His defign had been 
carefully concealed even £i'om the general 
officers ': , councils of war had been held, in 
which the archduke, i~ , or~er rnore effeCtually 
to ,prevent a difcovery, had fometiQleS pro
pofed to undertaJ<.e the liege of Slurs, and 
fometimes that of Bergen op Zoom, or of 
Grave, or of Breda; an~ , the different opinions 
of the officers had from time to time, by fecret 
agents, been communicated to the frates. 

, , 
P 11IJCE 'Maurice, as already mentioned, was 

almofr the only perfonupon whom thefe arti
fices did not pro,duce the delir d effect. He 
could not be l'erfuaded that Spinola, who had 
given confpicuous proof of fuperior fag~cicy, 
would undertake the redu~ion of any of there 
tow:ns, where the army of the frates was at 

hand to interrupt his operations. He fufpeCt
ed that his attack mufi: rather be intended 
~gainft forne more dil1ant place, which could 

, not be fo eaG.l¥ relieved· and had theTefOJ'e 
propafed to ftation tbe troops on the banks of 
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the Rhine, ir order to prevent the en~my from ' 
entering the Dutch dominions on the eaftern 
frontier - . But the ftates having, in con[e
quence of the information they had l'ecei ved 
of the deliberations in the archduke's councIl 
of war, 'rejected this advice, Spinola was now 
at liberty to carry hi~ defign into execution. 

_ BEFORE he left Flanders, he had given Or
ders to the count de Bucquoi, his general of 
artillery, to [ecure a convenient paffage for his 
army over the Rhine; and this active officer, 
after planting ~atteries on the banks, and 
thereby clearing the ri~er of fame arm d 
veffels which were ftationed there, had begun 
to erect two {hong forts, one on each fide of 
the RhiQe, at Keiferwert, a [mall town in the 

electorate of Cologn. As [oon as -theie forts 
were finifued, Spinola fet out from Maeftricht. 
with all the troops which he had affembled 
there; and having joined thofe which were 
under Bucql.loi, and cro1fed the Rhine at the 
pa1fage which had been fc:cured for him, he 
called a council of war, and for the fun: time 
f:ommunicated to them his defign. 

THE enemy, he told them, had been led to 
~xrect an attack in Flanders, and they now 

't Grotius. Mcteren. 

IJelieveq 
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believed that he had formed a deftgn on Rhin
be rg. But his intei)cion, from the beginning, 
had been to lay fiege to Lingen; 'and by the 
reduction of that important place, to op n an 
entrar;ce into Friefiand. He was fenfible how 
much it was contrary to the common maxims 
of war, to leave behind him fa ftrong a place 
as ~hinberg, btlt 'he did not from thence ap
prehend any danger or inconv nien€e, fince, 
w~th the forts which had ' been erected, he 
could always command a fafe paffage over the 
river; befides that, the fucce[s of his eJlter
prize againft Lingen muft greatly depend on 
the cel fity with which it fhould be executed, 
as prince Maurice w<)uld no Cooner hear of the 
danger to which that place was expofed than 

le would haften to its relief. That although 
Ling~n lay at a great dift~nce, and the march 
muft be performed in a neutral country ., in 

which the troops would not be fuppon d by 
plunder, yet there was no ground to dread a 
fcarcity of provifions; he had brought a conG. 
derable quantity along with him; he had 
money fufficient ' to purchafe whatever more 
fhould be necelfary; and, as he was determin
ed to enforce the ftricteft military difcipline, 
he had received aflurances from the towns or 
Weftphalia, that, on that cono'tion, they would 

• Wellphalia and the duchy of Cleves. 

~ chearfully ' 
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chearfully furniih him with [upplies. But 

attention to difcipline was indifpenfably necef
fary. and for this reafon he as refolved that 
every violation of the rules of it fhould be pu

ni{hed with the ut1110ft feverity and rigour. 

W HA T he declared on this occafion to his 
officers, he afterwards carried into execution. 
Some of the foldiers having ventured, notwith
ftanding the peremptory orders which he had 

iffued, to leave their fiandards, they were in
fl:antly feized and p1.lt to death. The refl: 
.were intimidated by this example; and al
though a great part of them had long been 
accuftomed to .rapine and difobedience under 
former generals; yet fo great is the power of 
dircipline over troops which regularly receive 

their pay, that almoft no army ever marched 
through a neutral country againft which the 
inhabitants had .fo little reafon to complain. 
His camp, in confequence of this prudent 
conduct, was at all times abundantly [upplied, 
and no time was 10ft in fending .out detach
ments to procure provifions. The inhabitants 
frill retained a bitter remembrance of their 
fufferings from the Spanifh army, under the 

, admiral of Arragon, and wert: in [orne mea[ure 
• animated with gratitude to Spinola for the 

juilice and hUll1anit which he difplayed. . 

FTER 
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After traverfmg a part of the duchy of 
Cleve, and WeftphaHa, he firfr directed his 
march to Oldenzecl, a fortified town in the pro
vince of Overylfe), and foon compelled the 
garrifon to capitulate; immediately after 
which he advanced towards Lingen, which lies 
at the diftance of only one day's march from 
Oldenzeel, arid, without meeting with any op
pofition, affigned to his troops their feveral 
quarters round the town. Prince Maurice, on 

• 1 whom the frates-general had, a~ formerly men
-tioned, befrowed the property of Lingen and 
its territory as a reward for his important 
fervcies, had, at his own expence, made great 
additions to the fortification of it. But as the 
enemy's attention had, for feveral years, been 
turned to another .quarter, it was defended, at 
this time, only by the ordinary garri[on, 
amounting to five or fix hundred men. 

EVEN with [0 fmall a garrifon, however, 
Prince Maurice had expected it might fuftain 
a fiege of fever:tl weeks; and the governor, 
an officer of the name of Cobbe, feemed at 
firft determined to defend it till the Iafr extre
mity. Spinola was therefore obliged to begin 
the fiege in form, and to make his apprO'.lChei 
to the place as ufual, by 0Fking trenches. 
The garrifon had not fufficient numbers to in
terrupt his operations, and he foon reached 

the ' 
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the ditch, which was f iI.l1. extraordinary 
breadth and depth, and fill d w·th water:; nor 

could the water be ,drawn off, becaufe the 

ditch lay confiderably lower than the adjacent 

ground. But at length his troops got over it, 

though not without confiderable Onughter, by 

filling it up with earth and fafcines, and then 

began to work a mine under one of the prin

cipal baftions of the town; when tllle garrifon, 

importuned by the inhabitants, and defpairing 

of being able to defend themfelves much 

10nger, capitulated on honourable terms. 

PRINCE Maurice, in the mean time, had 

advanced as far as Deventer, the capital of 
Overyffd, and was employed in preparing for 

an attempt to raife the liege. 

ON the firft intelligence which he reeeived 
of the march of the enemy from Maeftricht, 

he had difpatched his brother, Henry Fre

deric, with four thoufand foot and one thou:" 
[;lnd horfe, to watch their motions; and a few 

days after, he had fet out himfelf, at the head 

of another divifion of his forces. But, having 
judged it neceffary to leave a con fiderable pro

portion of cht:m in Flanders to oppore any 
attempts which the enemy might make in that 

province, he was obliged to itop for fomt: days 

at peventer, till he had collected a fufficien~ 

number 
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number of, troops from the neighbouring BOO x. 
towns, to enable him to undertake the r lief of II. 

Lingen; and before his · preparations we're 1605-

complete, a meife nger arrived with the news 
of its furrender. He as highly incenfed, 
againft the governor and officers, fot the feeble 
defence they had made of a place of fo great 
importance, and threw them all into prifon, 
where they remained for near a twelvemonth; 
and though they were afterwards fet at liberty, 
they wete all of them degraded from their 
rank. 

H E had juil: caufe for the refentment which 
he felt on this occauon, as Spinola, who had 
thought it unnc;ceifary co fecure his army by 
entrenchments, muil: have raifed the fiege as 
foon as the army of the flates had approached. 
He had ground likewife for great anxiety, 
when he confide red the dcfencelefs ftate of 
moil: of the towns in the neighbourhood of 
Lingen, and particularly that of Bourtang aild 
~oevorden, by the conqueil: of which the 
enemy would have a free courfe into the pro
vinces of Gr.oningen and Friefiand. It was 
believed, that if Spinola had immediately at
tacked thefe places, he might, without great 

, difficulty, have made himfelf mafter of them. 
But having fpent forne tic: e in ftrengthening 
the fortifications of Lingen, he thereby afford

ed 
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:a 0 0 K ed leifure 'to rinc Maurice to provide for 
~_I,_ the~r iecurity. He judged it to e of greater 

16oS· importance to preferve what he had already 

acquv-oo, ~han to multiply his conquefts j and, 
as Maurice hq,d colleCted an army in the 

neighbourhood, nearly equal to his own, he 
thought that he could not venture any farther 
into the enemy's country fo late in the feafon,.. 
without expofing himfelf to the greateft rilk. 
~aving, therefore, taken every neceirary pre

caution for the fafety of Lingen and OdenzeelJ 

he returned afterwards to Keyferwert, and re
paired the Rhine. 

THE forts which had been ereCted there 
having given off"tnce to the eleCtor of Cologne, 
on whofe territory they had been raifed, t.~e 

I 

archduke, in order to appeafe his refentment, 
had fent orders for demolifl1ing them j whiCH 
Spinola did accordingly, and then began to 
build other two, a little farther down the river, 
at Rorerort in the county of Meurs, which 
was at tha~ time fubjcCl: to the Dutch. 

vV'" HI LEa part of his army was employed in 
building thefe forts, fa neceffal'Y for pr [erv
ing his c mIT,unicatian with his late conq frs, 
he fent the left, tmder the COllnt de Bucquoi, 

.[() lay fiege to W achtendon(,) a town in Guel-
der-
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. derland, which ftood in a marfhy foil, and wis 
• deemed one of the £trongeft towns in that pro

vince, but was as this time rendered more 
acceffible than ufual, by a long continued 
drought. As die fortifications however were 
complete, and the garrifon numerous , he had 
reafon to apprehend that the flege muO: lait for 
feveral weeks, and that prince Maurice, who 
had left Overyifel, and was encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Wefd, would certainly at
tempt to raife it. He therefore ordered the 
count de Bucquoi to. fortify his camp with 
ftI:.ong entrenchments; and having lately re
ceived a ftrong reinforcement of Italians, be
fides a confiderable number of Englilh, Scotch, 
and Irifu catholicst whom James, agreeably 
to his treaty of peace with Spain, had per
mitted the archduke to enlift in his dominions, 
he too his ftation near Rorerort, with a re[o
lution to attack prince Maurice's army in the 
rear, in cafe he ihould venture to approach to 

Wachtendonc. 

IN diftributing their quarters to his troop' 
on ihe north fide of the Rhine, next to the 
enemy, h~ commited an error which was 

likely to have been attended with fatal confe
quences, by ftationing his cavalry at the vil-

., Twelve hundred men. 
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