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in India ~ more than Cftf negleaed by the 
govemmcat at home, and dOOrders of every 
kind were increaftJd and multiplied. It was 
believed by rome pcrfons,'that Philip II. agree­
ably to the 'maxims of his malignant policy J 

was well plafed that the power Qf his new fub­
jects fuould fuffer a diminution, as he would 
thereby find it eaGer to maintain his ufurped 
authority. But it is more reafoqable to fup­
pofe that his attention, bei~ wholly engrofted 
by obje& which he judged to be of greater 
importance, he had not leifure to attend to the 
aJfairs in India; and found ,it, therefore, in 
fome meafure ne,ce1Tary to leave the feveral go­
vernors at liberty to ,aCt: without controul. 
However this be, it is ce.rtain that they aCted 
more like independent monarchs than the fub­
jeCts of one common prince, to whom they 
were acc{)untab1e for their condutt) and feemeq 
to have forgotten the relation which they had 
bore, and the duties which they owed both to 
their country and to one an0t!'er; while each 
individual was foldy attfHlrive to his private 
intcreft, and feJdom fcrup1ed to promote it at 
the. cXpence either of faith or of humanity. 
The natives had, on different OCcaUODS, taken 
armi, and attempted to vindicate their rights 
againft their Jawlefs opprefi"ors. Their efforts 
hitherto had not been vigorous, nOf attended 
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In the UTue with fuccefs; but they were be. 
come more than ever impatient under the inju­
ries which they fuffered, .at1d longed for an 
opportunity to affert their liberty. 

SUCH was the ftate of the Portugucfe, and 
fuch the difpofition of the natives with regard 
to them, when the Dutch made their firft voy .. 
age to the Indies. They were theteby encou­
raged to perfift In their attempt to e'ftablifh 
trade in thofe patts; and a fpirie of enterprife 
and adventure was excited, which foon diffufed ~ 
itfelf over all the maritime proV'in'ces. , The 
3panifh minifters imprudently contributed td 

quicke.1 this adv.enturous (pirit, and to confirm 
the h in the refolution they had formed, 
by r ublifuing, foon after die acceffion of the 
prefent king, an ediCt, prohibiting the Spani­
atds and Porttiguefe from all commercial. jn ~ 
tercourfe with thertl, in the t1:riB:eft manner and 
under the fev~reft penalties. They might 
have per~ived the (olly of this meafure fron1 
the effeCts which their former reftrictions on 
the Dutch trade had, already produced j but 
they attended only to the immediate inconve­
nience Which was occafioned thereby to the 
enemy J without conftdering either the advan­
tages which the Dutch might ultimately de­
rive (rom tbeir prohibition, or the prejudlc~ 
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which the Spaniards and POmJgefe were likely 
to fufbUn. 

By the.a,dvice of the ~bunt de 'Ft1Cntes, ana;, 

bleman of great abilities, but riaturally haugh-
ty and fevere, and extremely ignorant of thd 
tbmmertial intereft bf his t:ouhtry~ the prohi­
bitory edia: was carried into the moft rigo~QJ 
txecution. . 'A ftria: enqUiry was made at all 
the rea-ports of Spa.in and Portugal. whether 
any' of the Dutch had come thuber onder the 
colours of any nelitnl power; and as a confi­
derable number were difcovered to have been 
guilty of this' temerity, their 1hips and goods 
1vere confitCated, and they themfelv.: either 
taft into prifonl or rent CO the g.rnes, " -con.. ·· 
demned to work as navel. ; ~ 

Tin Aates .. generll, in' order to exprefs their 
contempt of this condua: of the Spani1h court, 
publifhed an edict; in which, bttides' prohib' [-. 
jng all intercourfc betwe~n thdr fubjefu and 1 

tbofe of ~h(' king, of Spain, they declared, that 
they would treat as enemies ~e fubjects of aU 
neutral powers who 1hould carty commoditiest 

of whatever kindJ to the ports of Spain, Por~ 
tugal, or Flaoden. . 

To this manifefto, copies 'of which were fent­
to the 'OUl't5 of the fevtral tnaritHne powerSi 
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po anfwer was returned.. nor any objection 

,uade by the ftates o~ p~ces who received it; 
1lfld the Fren(;~ monar~ gave~ an this occafion, 
11 {hiking proof of ~tS favour fQr the 'D4tch. 
"y publifui!1g a declaration.. that if any of his 
fubje& fhouid, for the fpace of fix months~ 
~venture ~~ trade w\th Spain, they muft do it 
at their private r~~ witho~t the ~opes pf hi~ 

, .proteCl:ion. . 

W~JLi t~e Dut~~ in this m~~ner 1heweq 
the4 contempt of the Spanith trade and the 
prqhibitory edia, being mo~ tha~ ever intent 
pn profecuting the traqe which ~e! had ~gu~ 
in India, ~everal diff"erent aff'ociations were. 
formed by the m~rch~ts ~ Hol\an~ and Zea­
land, almoft irn~ediatcly after the ~turn of' 
their' ftee~ under the oom~d' of Houtman ~ 
~ before the end of the following year, more 
than e~hty {hIps, completely equipped, and. 
~mi~9 with ~~ioul ~clea of comme~e, 
were fen~ oUt i, the grca.lCr part of th,ew to the 
Eaft ~~t an.9. forne to We Weft'l and to the 
~oa{b of Afria~ ~ oth~rs were ordered to 
attempt the pa1fage by the S treig~ta of ~ 

\an ipto the ~~fi~ Oceal? 

TH1~ were dj;(i~d ioto. ¥naU flFets. COl),,: 

~. ~ft~ of fo~r, fix,_ or eight arrne<\ , 
S J., \(el~ds, 

BOO 
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veffels, from about one hundred and fifty to 
three or fopr hundred tons, fome of which had 
regular tro~ps 9n board, that were furnilhed by 
Prince MallrlCe and t'be nates. Their inftruc­
tions were nearly the fame a,s thofe which had 
been given to the commanders employed in the 
firft expeditjon; to avoid the fettlemeQtS of the 
Portuguefe, and1 as 'much as po1lible, to abftain 
from hoftjliti.es. But it was impollible [or 
them ftrlcrly to CQI)1ply with thefe il)ftrucrions. 
Their enemies were (pread almoft every where 
over the coafts ~hjch they viflted.; and being 
equally animated by jealoufy 'and by refent­
m.ent, were refolved to give them all the oppo­
firion1 an~ to do them all the mifchief in their 
pow~r. They had laboured to infpire the na­
tiyes with the fame malignity j and on the, 
minds of [orne of them tAeir mifreprefentations 
had produced the. defired effect. I t was not 
oniy the dangers~ therefore, of voyages, fo 
long and difficult, Jhrough climates the moft 
adv:erfe to the human conftitution, which the 
Dutch encountered in the profecution of their 
defign; but, after their arrival on thofe coafts, 
where the trad¢, which they defired to dl~bli1h, 

muft be earned on, they found it neceffary t() 
fight, and to negociate by turns. They had 
t1~e prejudices of the natives to overcome j and 
f;hey were obliged to ftand perpetually on their 

• guard 
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guard againft the machinations of the Portu­
auek, who praaifed every method which they 
could devife to accompillh their deftruaion, 
whether of fecret fraud, or open force and vio­
lence. 

THE Portuguefe had no fuch formidable op~ 
pofirion to encounter when they firft arrivrd 
in India. The 1hips of their enemies were 
few in number, and much inferior to their's, 
both in refpetk of ftrength and fize; and the 
towns which they attacked were weakly fOrti­
fied, and unfkilfully defended by a daftardly, 
effeminate, and feeble race of men. Whereas 
the Duich encountered Beets of fuips of the 
fame conftruetion as their own" and were 
obliged to contend with an enemy, who, be. 
fides being accuftomed to the climate, and fa­
miliarly acquainted with the Indian feas, were 
not lefs diftinguifued than themfdves for their 
naval and military {kill. 

But their conduCt: w.as wifely adapted to 
their circumftanccs, being equally prudent: 
whether it refpeCkcd the natives or the Portu­
guefe. They foon convinced [he former of the 
fillhood of thofe injurious afperfions which the 
latter had caft upon their character; and by 
the moderatioD, juftice, and humanity, which 

S 4 they 
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they ~ifp1ayed ~ all ~i~ dealings, proved 
that, in :purity of manners, they were much 
fupe~ior to t~~r a~cufers. ' They were foon 
~llowed to tra4~ in many places, from whence 

" t l 

, th'e Portug\.lefe had laboured to exclude them; 
and, as with ' indefatigable induftry they im~ 
proyed to : th~ ' ~t~oft e~ery advantage which 
they enjoyed, ' tliey came, ere long, to procure 
admiffion to feveral of the moft i~rtan't 
pra9ches of co~merce~ 

As the extel'lfion of their trade, an~ not con. 
queft, wa:; ~e gre~t opjett which they pur[ued, 
they avoidec\ all un~e~e~ry renc,ou,oters with 
the Porruguefe; b~t they were generally welt 
prepared to' defend themfdves when attacked, 
~ave many proOfs of the moft determined bra~ 
very, and fo~~cim~s tri~mp'hed o~dr the fupe': 
rior force' apd riumbers ' of the enemy. Still, 
~owever, they 'kept 'the gr;at end of their 
ypyag~s perpetually in vlew. The fame time 
which they found it ~eceffaloy to fpenct ip 're­
pairing the damages 'fuftained in batt1e~ ' was 
l~kewife ei'{lployed in trading with the natives j 

a ~d as foon as ' their carg~es were <:omplete,' 
!l~d thei,r damages rep~ired, th('Y. returned td 
tJolland: th~ enrichil,lg their ~mp)oye~s, aoo. 
t~abling them ~t only to, de{r~y the expence 
~ ¢tir equipment,' but 'to exeit themfelves 

with 
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~ith redoubled vigour In ~ prof~titi~ of :i 0 0 

!heir deHgns. _ UL ~ 

ALTHOUGH fome of the 119mberlefS voyages 
~~ich t~ey ha~ undertaken~ had, through 
mifconduB: or crofs accide,nts" proved 'unfor- I 

~nate, they had been in gel1er~l fufficiently 
fu(;cefsful to r~n~er it their intereft to perfe­
yere. The focieties, however" of merchants, 
py whom the Illdi~n :trade had be~~ carrie4 
on, were not fatisfied with the profits which it 
afforded. They complain~d that too great ~ 
number ' of adventure~ h~d, e~gaged ' in it ~ 
and that ill confequen~e thereof; as they mull: 
pay mqch 'higher prices for Indian goods th~ 
had been fO,rmerly given by' t~e Portuguefe, 
fo they fou~d it neceifary to (ell t~e~ much, 
~heaper; and would either ~e ruin~ by .their 
efforts to eftablifh this new branch of com~ 
kerce, or obliged to abandon it alto~ther. r 
I .r! .. • ~ 

THIS evil" which coul~ hardly have been 
appreh~nded ' in the beginning of a trade-at~ 
~ended widi fo great ~pen~e and danger, 
~oul<:l prob,ably have foon beeQ remedied by a 
dimin~tio~-of the' number of c~mpetitors, the 
~turnl co~fequel1ce of fmall profits in any, 
O)"a~ch of commerce; and, if the evil c:om: 

, , , 

p\ained of ~ been the only reafon for the 
~nteipOHtion of the itates, it may be queft!Ofl-
~ whether they ' ought 0 have 4Jterpofed. , . 

But, 
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But, betides this, there was another reafon of 
greater weight. The Portuguefe in Indit, be .. 
ing under the direction of their governors or 
viceroys, could more eafily aCt in concert 
than the great number of independent Dutch 
focieties; and the fmall fleets or Lingle jhips 
belonging to thefe fodenes were expofed to 
the danger of being feparately attacked and 
deftroyed, one after another, by an enemy with 
whom, if they could too ad: in concert, they 
might be able to contend. Detennined by 
thefe confiderations, the frates-general, in the 
year 1602, ~nited the feveral focieties of 
traders into one body, under the name 'Of the 
Eaft India Company; on which, heCmes the 
cxclufive priv}1ege of trading beyond the ..cape 
of Good Hope on the one hand, and the 
Streights of Magellan on the other; they con­
ferred the power of adminiftering juftice, o( 
building forts, of appointing governors and 
garrifons, of raifing troops, and of making 
peace and war with the Indian princes. A 
fund, amounting to more than fix millions of 
florins, was immedi~tely fubfcribed for by the 
merchants in the principal maritime towns, 
and managers were appointed, under whofe 
direction ~11 the trad<: to India was henceforth 
to be carrkd on. This company being the 
firft tegular commercial fociecy of which we 
r~ad in hiftorr~ has ferved in fome me~fure ~ 
a mode! to all the trading companies that have 

been 
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"been created in modem times. It conlifted BOO It 

chiefly of thofe who had been engaged as · _1_11_, _ 

private adventucers in the Indian trade; and 
by ,thefe menl who had profited from their 
fOm1er errors, and were well acquainted with 
that trade in all its bra.nches, the affairs of the 
cpmpany were, from the beginning, conduCted 
with confummate 1k.ill j nor was their good 
fortune inf~rior to the prudence which they 
difplayed. Having, by their juftice and mo. 
deration, . extinguifhed thofe groundlefs preju-
dices againft their national charaCter, whicH 
the Portuguefe -had laboured to inftil into the 
mirds of the Indian princes, they were almoft 
every where received with favour, and in feveral 
places obtained permiffion to eftablifh faCto-
rjes, and to build forts for the proteCtien of 
their trade. They were requefted by fome of 
thefe prin~es to lepd their affiftance in expel-
ling the Portuguefe, and in their rencounters 
with that nation they generally came off viCto., 
rious. They made innumerable captures of 
their richeft·1hips. Their ·trade was every year 
more widely extended, and the profits arifing 
flam it \yere greater than they had been ac-
cufi:S)1l1ed to derive from any former branch 
Qf '~ommerce. The principal caufes of their 
weaknefs have beenr already explained i and to 
thefe rpufi: be ad1ed this confideration, thar, 
pn the other hand. the trade and power of the . 

Portuguefe 
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, 9 0 It PortufWefc 1V~re qu~ckly haftening to decay 
.; lq, . While th~'f rivals "ere every feaCon receivi~ 

reinforcemen~~ P9W of ~ips ~d ~oops, they 
Wfre left unfl;l'pBOr~ed by their frie~ds in E~~ 
rope, to ftruggl~ wit4 ~e di~culties whi<;h 
furrounded ;hem. The ftrength 9£ Portugal 
.pad long ~e~ '~~a\lfted by ,t e t~o num~r~us 
emigratio~ of ~ts ~nhabi~ts ~ and the Spa~ifu 
~inifters, befides that their attent\on was en­
tirely occupied by othe.r objea:s~ found more 
than fufficient emp1:oyme~t at hOJ;ne for ~ the 
force an~ ~eafu~ which they po~~1fed •. 

I T w~ this reafon, and not~ ~.~ has b;~en fup­
fored, thl: defIre of hay~g ~ortugal, redu,~ 

~o a ~ate of weaknefs" an~ ~ereby, reJ:l~~r~~ 
~ore tame and obfeq':lious" ~hat prevented the(' 
~ourt of Spain from aifordi,r:lg that affiftanc:e to. 
the Portuguefe 'n India, which their exigen­
cies fo much required ' ~i. the ptefent period. 
They were almoft equally inatte\ltive, or equal­
ly unable ' t~ ' ' atror~ ~~pport to (he S,panllh. 
traders and colonifts as to the P.o~efe •. 
Many captures were ~ade of t}:l~i~ (hips load­
ed with the treafures of America ' and the In­
~ies. Their fleets w;ere fometimes blocked up, 
in their harbours, ~ the feafon fit for enter-
I. . • . 

ing ~!l their voyages ~~~ elapfed; and their 
f:ert1ema,ts on the coafts were often plundered" 
fometi~es by' th~ Dutch, ~d. fon:eti.~~ by th~ 
l!-~glifh, ~ith 'iI,llpunity. 

- S NM 
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NOR. wu it only' in the lndies, and on the 
coaft of Amenca, that the fubjeCq of die ·Spa. 
hUh monart:by were expo ed I~ the:depredattona 
of their enemies. Wlille t1ie war With England 
robfifted~ the toaftS o(Spain icfelfhad been in­
fuIted both by 'the Dutch and£ngllfhJ and many 
fbips in the harbour.., either taken or deftroyed. 
After the eftliblifliment of peace' With JFrance 
ahd England;~ die Spl11i1b. milidtm'had cort .. 
ceived the hopes f Bndii1g it ea.ih n~ onlY to 
refIft the moft vigorous efforts of the Dutch. 
but ere long to teck1ce th rn to ~rice 
But, although they had now only a fmgle enemy 
to contend With, whom they had lOng been ac­
cuftomed to defpife, that enemy, through the 
great increafe.of their trade and navigation, 
were become more powerful, while they them ... 
felves, from the decay of their trade and other 
caufes1 were mUch weaker than beforeJ For' 
fome 'time pIft, tlterefote, the Spaniards had 
found it equally diffitu1t to detend thel'nfelve. 
againft: the Dutch alonej as they had done for .. 
merly againft the Dutch,. and Englilh" and 
French United4 

PHILIP'S minifters we're not 19norantofthe 
fourcc$ from whence the Dutch had received 
fo great an ~ceffion of WHIth and Power J 

tnd of one of thefe; we have feen, they had in 
V~lD 
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I 0 0 x. vain endeavoured to deprive them, by the 

m. • prohibition of their trade with. pain and Por ... ) 
tugal. Another, not lefs copious, they knew .. 
was ,their cod ~ ,herring fifhery on the coaft 
Qf England and the N e:thtrlands i and to de­
prive them of this, and at the fame time to' 
intercept their . navigation in the narrow feas,. 
between the (outhern and ,DortlR:rn ftates of 

,6e7· 
The Spani­
ards at­
tempt to 
deftroy the 
Dutchtgm.-
alcrCA. 

Europ~, had for fome yean been a principal 
objea of th~ir attention. It was with thiS' 
view that all tbore gallies had been equipped, 
which, as formerly related, had b~en intrufted 
t.() the commandof Frederic;k de Spinola; and 
with the:fa~e. view there had,heen ,fiued Ollt at 

Nieuport and, Dpnkirk a great number of arm­
ed ve{fe~ from which the Dutch {uffered con­
fiderable moleftat~on in their coj.!ting trade 
and fifhery. But all Spinola's gallies had eidler 
.been deftroyed, or had fallen into 'he hapds of 
the Dutch, when they got polfefiion of Sl\1ys .; 
and the States havjng provided fome fhips of 
war on purpofe, had~ on fome occafioos, taken 
fignal vengeance on the privateers of NieupoTt 
and Dunkirk, the crews of which they always 
treated as pirates, and either hanged or drown­
ed. Their Beets now rode triumphant from 
the Baltic to the Streights of Gibraltar, and 
~eir Ji.uropean, as well as their African and 

Indian 
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Indian t~de, was at this time in a much more BOO J; 
1lL flouriIhing condition than ever • .. ___ _ 

THE courts of Spain and Bruffels had long 
beheld this fuperiority of die naval power of 
the Dutch with much anxiety. They dreaded 
(rom ic the utter extinCtion of their com~ 
merce; and perceived, that in order to pre­
vent this effeCt, it would, ere long, be necef­
fary to put a period to the war. Nor did 
pt"ace appear to be lefs necefi"ary, when they 
confidered what had hitherto been the ilfue of 
their military operations at land, than when 
they refleCted on the numberle['1 loffes whi{'h 
they had fuftained at fea. Their moft ftrenuous 
cmdeavours to reduce the revolted provinces to 
obedience had ferved only to render the '.People 
more expert, and more obftinate in their de­
fence to ftrengthen the bond of theIr internal 
union; and to confirm the neighbouring 
powers in their refolution of affording them 
affiftance and fupport. The maritime pro­
vinces almoft furrounded by the rea, and every 
where interfefted by the rivers and canals, had 

• Recueil des Voyages, &c. V:ln Meteren Pa1Iim ;­

Grotius. De Wit's Maxims-Thyfii Hill. navalis, paffi m. 
fillet on the Diltch Commerce. Janizon Etat prefent d~ 
Provo Un. Reclleil des Voyages qui 0 ' t fervi al'Eta~lille­
ment & aux Progres de la Compl~ne$ des lodes Oriell­
t&lcs formee dam ie, Proviltcel Unies det Pas Bais. Rouen. 

i 7 2) . 
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hitherfo been found impregnable; and th 
fouthern frontier had lately been ftrengthened 

by the acq~iridon of fome of the ftrongeft 
places in Flanders and Brabant, Sluys, ~nd 
Breda. .. 

T HE marquis of Spinola had wifely dire8.ed 
his attack againft the confederates in that quar. 
ter where they were the worft prepired for re­
fiftance. The army which he commanded 
had been the moG: numerous which could pof­
fibly be colleCted • .. 

THROUGH the united exertiohs whith had 
been made by -the archdukes; the court of 
Spain, and by the marquis hirtlfel~ who had' 
mortgaged his ample [ortu'ne in order to pro­
cure money, his troops, having regularly re­
ceived their pay, had been kept under the 
ftricreft difcipline. All his opentti~ns had 
been condueteB with £Onfummate {kill: and 
nothing had been omitted on hi'S part which 
might have enfmed fuceefs: yet he had been 
utterly unable to furmount the difficulties 
which he en{;ollOt<;red. lnftead of penetrating 
into the in~erior provincesj he had heen oblig­
ed to reft fatisfied with eonquefts from whence 
no folid advantage could be derived. Front 
the fatigues which they had undergone, and 
the moifture of the climate, the army had 

latcl¥ 
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lately fuffered confiderable diminution. Thore 
funds from whence the marquis had de­
frayed the expenees of the laft campaign, 
had for feveral months been almoft en­
tirely exhaufted; and eonfiderable arrears be­
ing now reiling to the foldiers, the fame mu­
tinous fpirit by whieh they had formerly been 
actuated, had again begun to appear. A part 
ot them, as above mentioned, had alreadY 
abandoned their officers; and having chofen 
others from among themfelves, had begun to 
indulge themfelves in every fpecies of licen­
tioufnefs. To thefe diforders no adequate re-, 
medy could pollibly be applied during the 
continuance of the war. All the money which 
could be raifed in the Netherlands, or furnifh­
ed by the court of Spain, would be hardly 
fufficient to defray the expenee of the new 
levies which mu{t be made before the next 
campaign. And in the mean time the licen­
tious fpirit of the mutineers mufi: diffufe itfelf 
throughout the army; and both the army 
itfel£, and the provinces, be thereby expofed 
an eafy prey to a watchful enemy; who, being 
poffeffed of more certain refources for carrying 
on the war, had been always ready to avail 
themfelves of every advantage that was· afford­
ed them·. 

• Grotius. lib. xv. 
VOL. ' I. 

Bcnti". part xiii. lib. viii. 
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BESIDES thefe confiderations there were 
fome others, which, with Phillp and his mi­
nifrers, were fuppofed to have had ftill greater 
weight. A report at that time prevailed, that 
the Dutch, having entered into a correfpond­
ence with the Moors on the coafr of Barbary, 
had agreed to furnifh them with iliips to tranf­
port an army into Spain. And anotherreport was 
likewife propagated, that the French monarch 
having formed the defign of annexing the N e­
therlands to France, was now prepared and 
refolved to carry it into execution. It does 
not appear that there was any jufr foundation 
for either of thefe reports. But they feem to 

I 

have made a frrong impreffion on the minds of 
the Spanifh minifrers; who, dreading that ei­
ther an interruption of that domefric tranquil­
lity which Spain had fo long enjoyed, or the 
entire lofs of the N etherlands, muft be the con­
fequence of the continuance of the war, were 
now more defirous than ever to have it broug!lt 
to a conclufion t. 

T HE archduke was ftill more folicitous for 
peace than the Sp:mifh minifters. From the 
commencement of his fovereignty he had lived 
in perpetual difquietude. He had fullyexpe­
rienced the vanity of his hopes of fuccefs from 

t M em?rei recondite. vol. i. p. 418 

the 
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the fupport of Spain, which he knew to be BOO Ie ru. 
too much exhaufted, and removed at too great .---

16°7. 
a diltance from the fcene of action, to afford 
him the affiftance that was neceffary. He had 
no heirs of his own body to whom he could 
tranfmit his dominions. And both he and the 
infanta, be fides being fenfibly affected by the 
calamities in which their fubjects were in­
volved, were defirous to pafs the remainder of 

their days in peace. 

T HEY were confirmed in their refolution by 
the marquis of Spinola, who did not hefitate 

in advifing peace, notwithftanding the renown 
w11ich he had acquired from his conduct of the 

war. But his ambition being tempered with 
prudence and moderation, he wifely judged it 
better to reft fatisfied with the glory which he 

had already gained, than to run the rilk of 
expofing himfelf to reproach, by attempting 
what he knew to be impoffible. He was better 
acquainted than any oth('r perfon with the 

difficulties to be encountered in the profecu­
tion of the war, and therefore exerted all his 
influence to perfuade the archduke, and the 
Spanifu minifters, of [he folly of perfifting in 
their attempt. The time might come, he re­
prefented, when the confederates, divided 

among themfelves, arid no longer l1pponed by 
T 2 fg 
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fo powerful an ally as the king of France, 

might be induced or compelled to return u> 

their allegiance; but while, through their 
dread of Spain, their internal union was pre­
ferved inviolate, and a prince fo near them, 

poifdred of fuch inexhauftible refources, ever 
ready to lend them his affiftance ; as it was ab­
furd to expeCt to bring the war to the defired 
in-ue, fo the confequences of perftfting in it 

muft prove equally ruinous to the dominions 
of the archdukes, _and to the Spanifh mo­
narchy *. 

ALB ERT, who entertained the moO: profound 
refpect for Spinola's judgment, being now 
more firmly than ever perfuaded that peace 
was neceff.:'lry, refolved, whatever conftruCtion 
might be put upon his conduct, to make the 
confederates an offer of it without delay. H av­
ing previouOy founded their i.ndinations, by 
two perfons of the names of '~Tittenhorft and 
Gevart, he fome time after !(:nt thefe men 

back to Holland, with inO:ructions figned by 
himfelf and the infanta t. 

THESE inftruCtions they fir{'r communicated 

privately to feveral individuals, and aft~rwards 

« Bentivoglio, Grotius, Bauuius, &c. 

t DatedJ:tr:uary 3,16 j. 

re-
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requefted to be permitted to lay them before 
{he afftmbly of the frates. The members 
were of different opinions with regard to the 
expediency of granting them thi:; permiffion : 
and prince Maurice endeavoured to diffuade 
the frares from granting it, by expreffing his 
apprehenfions that fome infiduolls defign was 

covered under the prefent propofal; and that 
as no treaty with Spain, or with the archdukes, 
while they were fo entirely governed in all 

theif conduCt by the court of Spain, c Juld be 
productive of any good effeCt, fo the grant­
ing of a public audience to the commiffioners 
would only ferve to infpire the people with 

fallacious hopes of lJeace, and fo damp their 
zt:al in the pro[ecution of the war. 

BU T Maurice yielded ., on this occafion, to 
the perfuafions of the celebrated J obn Olden 
Barnevelt, penfioner of Holland; one of the 
greateft ftatdinen of the age, and equally 
eminent for his public fpirit as his politi cal 
abilities and integrity. By this venerable 
patriot it was urged, that while the king of 
Great Bri tain frood an idle fpectator of the 
war, and the French monarch feemed to have 
fome great objeCt in view, which he deemed 

• It doe$ not appear to have been candour or con\,iQion. 

Vide Jear.nin, tom. iii. 1.06, 107. 
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of more imrortanct than the [upport of the 
Dutch republic, both thefe princes were well 
pleafed to obferve the Spaniards exhauft their 
ftrength by an obftinate perfcverance in the 
war with the Netherlands; and would proba­
bly be more liberal in their offers of affiftance 

to the ftates than they had hitherto been, if 
there were a negociation begun for the efta­
blifhment of peace. A great majority of the 

affembly, with Maurice himfelf, came readily 
into this opinion, and the comrniffioners were 

readily admitted to an audience. They repre­
fented that the archdukes, being ddirous to 

pm an end to the calamities of war, were ready 
to enter into treaty with them, either for efta­
blifhing a perpetual peace, or a long truce, 
and would confent to fuch reafonable terms as 
they could not fuppo[e '\\ ould be rejeCted by 
the United Provinces. That the ftates could 
not be ignorant of the eq\.lity of the pretenfions 
of the archdukes; that in all their conduct 
they had !hewn how averfe they W(:fe to every 
fevere and ;ubitrary meafure in the government 
of the ir f~bjeCts; that they would claim 

nothing to which they had not the moft un­

queftionable title; <lod th flt the fiates might 
iiffuredlydepend on receiving from them every 
fort of fati~faaion and [ecurit, they could re­
quire for the full enjoyment of their rights and 

f livikpes! 
T9 
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To this propofal the frates, afi:er an interval 

of a few days, replied, that no regard could 

be paid to what the commiffioners had deli­
vered in the aIfembly'; fince the archdukes) it 

appeared, frill perfifred in fuppofing thernfelves 

poIfeIfed of a right to the fovereignty of the 

United Provinces. That in the folemn deed, 
entitled the Union of Utrecht, the frates, hav­
ing, on the jufrefr grOl.mds, renounced the au­

thority of the king of Spain, had aIferted their 

liberty and independence; that thi.. deed 

had been recognifed by many of the European 
frates and princes: that they had long main­
tained their liberty by force of arms; and were 
frill determined to maintain it to the Iafr ex­
tremity; and to rejeCt every propofal for treat­

ing with the archduke or the king of Spain, 

either for a truce or a perpetual peace. unlefs 
they were acknowledged as a free frate, over 

which thefe princes could pretend to no autho­

rity. 

\VITH this anfwer the commiffioners return­

ed to BruIfe1s, from whence they wrote a letter 
to the frates, acquainting them that, by the 

propofal which had been made, the archduke 

did not mean co claim any authority over 
them, or to introduce any ch~nge into their 

form of government. but, leaving all thei r 

T 4 Ian 
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l~ws and inftitutions on their prefent footiD~ 

t~ put a per~od to the miferies att:endant upon: 
war, ~y a peace or truce; and .• foon after­
wards, another commiffioner was fent into 
Holland, in whom it fhould feem Albert cbuld 

put greater ~onfidence than in his fuft com­
iniffioners. This perf on was Ney" or Neyen, 

a native of Antwerp, who had been educated 
in the Protefrant religion, but having afrer­
w~rds embraced the ~opifh faith, had refided 
for feveral years in Spain, and was at this time 

t: 

g~neral of the order of F rancifcans; a man of. 
confid.erable learning, and of great integrity 
and abilities, and highly diftinguifhed for his 
eloqu.ence and addrefs. Having been upwards 
of twenty years of age before he left the N e­
therlands, he retained a w~rm affeetion for his 
native country; he was at the fame time ani­
mated with zeal to fignalize himfelf in the 
fervic.e of the archdukes and the court of. 
Spain, and undertook the talk impofed upon 
him with great alacrity. . .. , 

I • ' . • 

HE h,ad no fooner, after hi.s arrival in. Hol­
land, had an interview with fome ~f the princi­
pal perfoI?s in the republic, th~n h~ difcove~ed 
that it would be ~ain to hope for fuccefs in the 
execution of his embaffy, unlefs the ftates 
l , 

~ere" in, the treaty propafed, to be acknowledged: 
, {r.e~, 
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free and independent, and for this reafon he 

immediately returned to Bru!fels, in order to 
convince the archdukes of the neceffiry of 
making this conceffion. 

THESE princes, conformably to the tenor of 
the above mentioned letter, written by Wit­
tenhorn: and Gevart, at their defire, were will­
ing to agree that no mention ihould be made 

in the tre.aty of their right of fov<!reignty; but 

expre{]y to difclaim this right, and formally to 
acknowledge the fovereignty of the frates, they 
confidered as .equally dang(!rous and diIhonour­
able. It would be in words to acknowledge 
what in their hearts they mufr difavow; it 
would be to give their fanchon to rebellion, 
and thereby to afford encouragement to their 
fubjecrs to imitate the example of the revolted 

~rovmces .. 

BEING confcious, however, from the frate of 
their finances, thar they were utterly unable to 
~arry on the war, they refolved, in conformity 
to the advice of their counfellors, to yield at 
l,eaft fo far as to impower their commiffioners 
~o declare, that they were willing to treat with 
the confederates as with a free people, over 
whom they pretended to no authority: a form 
of expreffion which might be adopted, they 
thought, confiftently with their honour, as it 

9 only 
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only denoted a matter offatt, but did not im. 

port either a renunciation of their own right 
to the fovereignty, or an acknowledgment of a 

right inherent in the fi:ates to independence. 

IN the hopes however that it might fatisfy 

the confederates, N ey was immediately fent 

back to the H:lgue, with a letter addre!fed to 

the ftates, and figned both by Albert and 

!fabella, of which the following were the prin­

cipal contents: that being extremely folicitous 
to put a ftop to the effufion of human blood, 

they were ready to treat with the United States 

as with a free people, from whom they claim­

ed no fubmiffion or obedience j that they were 

willing to treat either for the purpafe of elta­
blifhing a perpetual peace, or a long truce, of 

twelve, fifteen, or twenty years, during the 
continuance of which, the contending parties 

ihould retain what they at prefent po!fe!fed j 

unlefs it ihould bl! mutually agreed, for the 
common intereft of both, to make an exchange 

of certain towns and territories: that, in order 

to prevent all fu fpicion of fraud or finifier in­
tention, amba!fadors, natives of the N ether­
lands, fhould be nominated by the archdukes, 
<tnd :m equal number named by the United 
States: that the ftates ihould have their choice 

pf the time and place of meeting.; and that, 

while 
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while the negociation was carrying on, there 11 0 0 x 
fhould be an entire fufpenfion of hoffilities for m. 
eight months, both by rea and land. 1601

• 

FROM the feque1, it will appear that all the 
members of the ftates were not equally dif­
pofed to agree to thefe propofals; ' but by a 
great majority they were thought a fuffitient 
ground for a negociation or treaty. 

No objection was made to the word~ in 
which the declaration of the independence of 
the republic W;lS exprdfed. The frates, con­
fcious 'of the fuperiority of their naval force, 
refufed to confent to the ceffation of hoO:iliries 
at fea; but they agreed that no hoO:ile enter­
prize iho'Uld be undertaken againft any of the 
towns or provinces of the Netherlands, and nt) 
new forts ereCted. I t was declared that the 

truce of eight months ihould commence on the 
fourth of May: and the archdukes engaged 
to procure a ratification of the prefent conven­
tion, ,including the declaratory c1aufe, within 
three months, from the king of Spain •• 

THIS agreeI11ent hav in~ been firfr made with 
Ney, and a few days afrer confirmed in proper 
form by Albert and If~bella, was immedj,a~e1y 

• GrOriU5. lib. xvi, Baudills, lib. I. Bentivoglio. 
jib, viii. and M"teren, liv. xxviii. 

commu-
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communicated by the frates-general to the par­

ticular ftales, and a day of thankfgiving to 
Heaven for the profpeCt of peace appointed to 
be obferved throughout the provinces. 

THE people in general fincerely rejoiced on 
this occafion, and were greatly elated when 
they refleCted on the proof which the propofal 
and concelion of the archdukes afforded of the 
difficulties to which they were reduced. 

THE war had now fubfifted for almoft forty 
years; and though, during a part of that time 
only [orne of them had been much expofed to 
the calamities which are commonly attendant 
upon war, in the immediate fcenes of aCtion, 
yet moft of them had experienced thefe cala­
mities in fome degree. They had, on num­
berlefs occafions, been difquieted with the 
moO: dreadful apprehenfions; and they had 

long groaned under the weight of thofe enor­
mous taxes, which the fupporting of fo many 
fleets and armies made it necdfary to impofe. 

THERE was a confiderable proportion how­
ever of the people whofe intereft and profperity 
depended on the continuance of the war, and 
particularly thofe who held employments, 
which muft either be 1uppre£red, or rendered 

m1.!ch. 
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much lefs lucrative in the time of peace. By 
fuch perfons peace was no lefs dreaded than it 
was defired by the generality of their country­
men; and the lIrchdukes propofals were repre­
fenred as deceitful and infidious. Unhappily 
many of the clergy joined in reprefenting 
them in this light; and, by their inflamma­
tory harangues from the pulpit, contriboted 
to increafe the difficulties which the ftates 
afterwards encountered in carrying on the 
treaty. 

TH 15- negociation was a matter of great fur­
prize to the neighbouring ftates and princes. 
They could not fuppofe that the archdukes 
would have ventured to make fuch humiliating 
conceffions, if they had not before hand ob. 
tained the confent of the court of Spain j and 
that court, they thought, would never have 
conftnted to it, but in order to procure byar­
tifice what they had been unable to accomplifh 
by force of arms. They were not wholly unac­
quainted with the diforder that had taken place 
in the Spanifh finances; but they could hardly 
believe that a prince, polfel'fed of fuch copious 
refources as thofe of Philip, could be reduced 
fo low as to find it necelfary to treat with his re­
bellious fubjeCts on equal terms. They were 
therefore fufpicious that the Spanifh minifters 
had fecretly formed fome defign, by which 

their 
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their interefi: or the int!refr of Europe might 
be affeCted j and they were confirmed in their 
fufpicion, by refleCting on the feerecy with 
which the negociation had been carried on. At 

Bruffels it had been communicated only to a 
very fmall number of the archdukes minifters. 

At the Hague, the frates-general alone had 
been privy to it; and at both thefe places it 
had been carefully concealed from all the fo­
reign refidents, till it was made known by the 
ftates-general to the particular ftates, when 
they appointed the day of public thankfgiving. 

Thefe precautions gave a myfterious appear­
ance to the conduct of both parties ; yet they 
had probably been ufed with no other view, 
but either to avoid the perplexity arifing from 
too great a multitude of counfellors, or to pre­
vent oppofition to the treaty in its infanry, and 
before the refolution was fully formed, whe. 
ther it fuould be rejected or embraced. 

T HE R E were no princes fa well en titled til 
be confulted on this occafion by the ftates as 
the kings bf Great Britain and France, to 

whom the provinces had been fa much indebt­
ed for their affiftance in carrying on the war. 
The former of thefe princes, from the narrow­
nefs of his revenue, joined to his bad reconomy 
in the adminiftration of it, had never been 

able 
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ble to furnifh them with pecuniary fupplies; 
but notwithftanding the difficulties in which he 
was involved, he had l:onfented that the one half 
of the money with which the French king fup­
plied them, fhould be dtdutted from the debt 
which that prince owed to the crown of Eng­
land, and had at all times afforded encourage .. 
ment to their levies of troops in Britain; while 
he had fecretly difcountenanced thofe which, 
in confequence of the permiffion granted in the 
treaty of peace above mentioned, were at­
tempted by the archduke or the king of Spain. 

T HE obligations however of the !tates were 
much greater to the French than to the Britifh 
monarch; for Henry was not only more able, 
but more difpofed to contribute to their fup­
port. Before the peace of Vervins, he had 

always confidered their cau[e and intereft as 
his own; and after that peace, had given them 
every proof of friendibip that was confiftent 
with fidelity to thofe en~gements which he 
had come under to the king of Spain. His 
proteftant fubjeCts had been freely admitted to 
enter into their fervice, and had, every cam­

paign, formed a confiderable proportion of 

their troops.' When, in order to procure tran­
quillity to France, he found it neceifary to en­

gage that he would not any 100.zer afford affiit-
ance 
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ance to the frates, he had folemnly declared 
to the Spanifh ambaffa~ors, that he did not 
thereby mean to preclude himfelf from repay­
ing thofe fums to the frates, which they had 
lent him in the time of his diftrefs. And, for 
fome years, the repaying of thefe fums" was 
the only affiftance in money which he afforded 
them. But after difcovering that, in violation 
of the peace of Vervins, the court of Spain 
had formed intrigues with the marefchal 
Bi ron. and his other diffatisfied fubjects, the 
object of which was the fubverfion of his go­
vernment, thinking himfelf then at liberty to 
retaliate upon them for fo great an inju7, he 
had been more open and liberal than formerly 
in lending his affiftance to the U niced P~o­
vinces. He fpared no pains to perfuade the 

king of England to enter into an alliance with 
him for their fupport j and had, yearly, ad­
vanced them [urns of money for the payment 
of their forces. 

I T would be abfurd to fuppofe, that in the 
kindnefs which Henry had manifefted to the 
nates, his conduct had entirely proceeded from 
motives of friendfhip and generofity. 

* The amount of thefe [urns was [even millions three 
hundred and [eventy-eight thoufand and eight hundred 
livres. Sully.liv. xxi. 

It 



lt can feldom happen that a prince, in his 
eondua towards foreign frates, rould ue jufti­
fied for aCbill~ uncler ther inB uenC6 of {uch mo. 
tives. A regard! to the intep6{t of his fubje&, 
wasl as it ought to have been, the ruling prin .. 
~iple of Henry's conduct; and his liberality 
towards the tJ nited Provinces proceeded· from 
his conviction, that on their profperity, in 
fome meafure, dependr,d the peace and trart~ 

quillity of his own dominions_ ,. 

HAVINO formerly fuffered fo much frOl'n the 
arms, and afterwards from the intrigues of the 

Spaniards, he was ftill difquieted with appre­
henfions of the danger to which he was ex­
pofed from their turbulent ambitio n. He had 
long bebeld: with pleafure their fruitlefs con~ 

toft in the Netherlands, which had contributed 
fo much to exhauft their ftr ngth. But, hav­
ing, in concert with fome of his wifeft mi. 
nifi:ers, formed a plan for the humiliation both 
of the German and Spanifh branches of the 
Aufrrian family, which required leifure before 
he could bring it to maturity·, he was not 
difpleafed to hear ~hat the ftates had agreed to 
the archdukes pr<>pofals for entering jnto~ 

treaty; but not having been prevjoufiy con .. 

* SIlUy's Memoirs, p. 32+. !ce. 
VOL. 1. U rulted 
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fulted upon the fubjea, and the archdukes 
having made greater conceffion£ than he 
~peCl:ed, he dreaded that the court of Spain 
muft have formed fome deep inftdious deugn, 
.either againft the ftates themfelves, or the 
princes in alliance with them; and there­
fore· he refol ved to beftow all that attemion 

upon the prefent negociation in the Nether­
lands, which a tranfaaion of the high eft con­
fequence deferved. 

HIS affairs in that country had hithertu been 

managed with great prudence by his prefidenr. 
monfieur de Burerwatl; but, being determin­
ed, if poffible, to acquire a direaion of the 
prefent negociation, and vigilantly to watch 
over the condua of the contraCting powers, 
he fent to the Hague, in quality of ambatfador 
extraordinary, the prefident J eannin, a minifter 
of great experience, who is equally celebrated 
~n the annals of Henry's reign, and in thofe of 
his fuccerI'or, for his fidelity, his eloquence, 
and his political abilities. 

THIS able negociator had no fooner arrived ) 
than he required admiffion into the aifembly 
of the ftates; where, after reminding them 0 

the zeal with which his mafter had for fo many 

ye~rs 
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~ellrs exerted himfelf in their behalf, lie in­

veighed, with much feverity, againft tpofe 
who had falfely !lccufed the king of alming at 
the fovereignty of the Provinces; and then 
gently reproached the ftates with giving a c()~ 

lour to this afperfion, by entering into a treaty 
with the enemy, without his knowledge or 
con fen t. But as no prince, he added, could 
more eaflly forgive his nemies, fo there waS 

none more ready to overlook the omiffions of 
his friends: and to prove the fincerity of his 
friendfhip for the ftates, the king had now fent 
him in the charaeter of ambaffador, with 
powers to affure them of the continuance of 
his affiftance, in cafe a continuance of the 
war 1hould be found exped ient; or, if they 
chofe to put a period to it, to affift them in 
eftablifuing an honourable arid lafting peace. 
He concluded with requeftmg tha a commit­
tee of the ftates might be appointed, to whom 
he might more particularly communicate his 
inftruetions, and with whorrl he might occa­
fionally deliberate concerning the meafures 
which it might be proper to purfue. 

THE ftates readily complied with this re­
queft, and expreffed how fincerely they re­
joiced to find fo great a king difpofed to take 
fo warm an intereft in their affairs. 

U 2 THIS 
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THIS interpofition of Henry g.a,ve equal 
uneafmefs to the court of Spajn, as it afforded 

jPY to the frates. They kn~w at aU his in­
fluence would be employed, either to prevent 
an accommodation, or to render it derogatory 
to the honour and intereft of Spain. And they 
were well acquainted with the fuperior talents 
of J eannin, who, while he would k~ep the 
frates perp~ually on their guard, "'{ouJd en­
courage them to perfift in their mojl: exor­

bitant demands. 

Tm: courts of Spai.n and Bruffi:ls had reafon 
likewife to look for ot;>pofition from the B.ritilh 
as well as from the French monarch. For 
J ames had no ground, they though~ to enter­
tain any jealoufy of tbe Dutch j J as their de­
pendence on him for their Englifh and Scotch 
troops, which formed fo great a proportion of 
their army, his poifeffion of the cautionary 
towns, whicl} were fo many keys of the N e­
thcrlands, the fttuation of his dominions, an~ 

the coincidence between his fubjeB:s and thofe 
of the ftates in religious opinions, feemed to 

render him fecure of their alliance. It could 
not therefore but be agreeable, they imagined~ 
to this prince, to contripme his endeavours, in 

the treaty of peace, to promote the 'intereft 
of the frates a' the expence of Spain. They 
fuppofed it, however, to be more likely that he 

might 
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might exert his influence to render thj~ truly 
abortive from an ipprchenfion which they had 
given him ground to entertain, that if Spain 
were at peace with the United Provinces, fue 
might employ her leifure in fomenting he dif­
contents of his popiih fubjefu in Ireland. 

BUT they afterwards found that they had 
erred in this conjeCl:tJre. Indolence and an 
averfion to war were prodominallt principl~s 
in -the character of James j and thefc:, on this 
occllfion, determined him, in oppofition to his 
political intereR, to concur with the French 
monarch, in promoting the eftablilhment of 
peace; befides that, he could not decently have 
attempted to diffuade the Dutch from lifrening 
to the propofals which had been made to 

them without being more liberal than the 
narrow ' ftate of his finances would permit, jn 

contributing to their affiftance. James liid 
been no kfs alarmed than Henry, by the intel­
ligence which he received of the nt'gociacion 
between the ftates and the archdukes j and 
Jiad exprdfed'to Caron, the Dutch refident at 
London, his furprize at the feerecy WIth which 
It had b'een carried on. But the frates, folici­
tous to prefi:rve his fri~ndfhip. having fent two 
of their number to explain to him the mo­

tives of their ~onduct, he readily admitted of 
lJ 3 ~I;ir 

DOO 
III. 

The king of 
England 
concurs 
with the 
Funch mOo 
{larch io 
promolin, 
pca~c. 



,94- HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF: 

, 0 0 It their apology, and foon after fent Sir Ralph 
• .J,l. - . 

Winwood and S~r ~i~hard Spencer, in the cha7 
1~. ratter of aqlpa~aqors, to '~ffi~ them in bring-;­

~ng ~~e ve~ty ~~ W..~ ~efire~ ~oncl\ilio~. 

9peratl.ons 
of the 
D utc.h at 
Cca, under 
admiral 
HecnUk'J'k. 

ABOV '! the fame time ambaffador!i arrived 
in H~lland from ' the ki~g 'of D~~mark, th~ 
elettor Palatine, the dettor of Brandenburgh, 

! . • f I 

Vte landwave of He~e, 3:nd fev:er 1 otl.Wr prQ 
teftant prinyes of Germany; who, h~ving no 
intereft of their own to adjuft or fecure, couIcl 
have no othe~ m~ti~e i.':1 fending them, but tQ 
afford to the ftat~s, ~n this important occafion, 
~ proof of the' concern which they took in thei~ 
profperity -. . , - "" , . . 

IN. the rneau time an event happened, which" 
~y elevating the hopes of one of th~ contend. 
~ng p'ar~ies, 't'hile ~~ ~epreffed t~ofe of the 
~ther~ ~ontributed 1;0 haften ~he treaty to ~ 
conclu,~on : Th~ i?t~s h.aving, ~~rIy iq thlf 
fpring of t~is y~ar, ~q~jpped a fl~~t of twenty­
fix fhips of w~r~ b.~1id,7s tranf~orts 'Yith fi:ore~ 
and pro~ifioQ.s, ther pu~ i,t u,I?der ~he <;:om~ 
mand of Heemfkirk, o~e of the bravefi: officers, 
and ~oft ' fkilfl:11 mlviga~ors i~ ' d~e N~t~1er: 
I,ands; wj~h in,ftrut:tio~,s to f~i,l 'for the wefi:er~ 
coa~s of Spain al,ld Portugal~ ~!ld ~r wat~h~ng 

• Baudiu5, lib, i. Bentivoglio, Grotius, and Wimyood. 
\"01. it. - ' 
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the motion~ of the enemy, to provide for the 
fafe arrival of the Eaft India fleet. The pre-

I . 

fervation of this fleet, which there was ground 
to believe the Spaniards were prepared to in­
tercept, the ftates informed him, was to be con­
fidered as a principal objeet of his expedition. 
but they required -bc:fides, that he 1hould give 
all poffible annoyanoe to the enemy, and re­
member that the archdukes having made pro­
pofals for a treaty of pea e, the iffue of thi li 

treaty, and confequently the future profperity 
of the U ni ted Provinces, would greatly depend 
on the fuccefs with which his arms in the pre­

fent enterprize lhould be attended. 

HEEMSKIRK, flattered with the cruft repofed 

in him at fo critical a junB:ure, affured the 
frates, when he received his inftruEtions, that 
whether he lhould die or furvive, they fllould 
not have reafon to repent of the honour they 
had conferred on himj and in order to ex­
prefs his confidence' of fuccefs, he declared 
that he would not accept of any reward or pay, 
unlefs the booty {hould amount to more than 
five hundred thoufand florinsj in which cafe le 
would accept only of his {hare of what {hollJd 
(,emain after thac fum was dedueted. H e was 
~lready, .fays Grocius, pam /fed of a, g reater 
{ rtune than his manner of life required ; anq. 
being animated mere by the love of.: gtory 

. U -+ th~n. 
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• t4an pf riohes, ~mder the fimple fupw and rna.. 
derate deportment ,of 11 (:iti~cn~ he conceal04 
;ill th~ q'-lalitie,s of ~ r4ero, 

jiAVING left the Texel pn the !lSth of' 
March, he firft dire~ecl his cpurfe toward~ 
Lifbon i but being informed on his arrival iQ 
the rpouth of the T agus, by [orne merc~ant5 

~pril10. wpom he 4ad fent J,efore him, under n~utra\ 
colours, to procure iIltelligence, that the firf!: 
diyifion of the rortug\.lefe and Spanilh flee~ 
intended for the Indies and Am~rica, had al. 

ready failed, and ~hat the fuips peloQging tQ 
the fecond, wer.e neither fUlly equipped nor 
had got their cargoes on b~ard; but that ~ 
Sranifh fleet of f}lips of war WflS then riding at 
anchor in the pay of Gibral~ar~ he immediately 

"'fril ~4 or fet fail for that place, and (ooq ~rriveq. withiQ 
~. pght of t~e eqemy. 

THE Spaniards 4aving~ for feveral days, ob~ 
ferved him fleering his courfe along the coaft 
of Andalufia, 4ad given notice to the Admir~ 
Don John Alvarez Davila of his approach' i. 
fJld Davila had full ~eifure to put his fleet int~ 
a proper poflur~ of defen~e. It confi~d of 
twenty- on~ fhips~ nine pf wh~c4 w~re gready 
fuperior in fize ~o thofe of ~e enemy, anq 
VIas drawn up ut;lder the can~on of the fort, 
~av;ng the admiral's galleon, which was much, 

- - ' 
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larger than the reft, in front. Heem1kirk was 

fully aware of the great advantage which the 
Spani!h admiral muft derive (rom his fituationi 
but this confid~ration rather ferved to confirm 
him in his purpofe, than to deter him from'car­

rying it into executio~. 

FOR the greateJ;, raid he to his officers) in a 
council of war which fie held before the engage­
ment, the danger to which we fuall be expofed, - , 
and the mare arduous our att~pt, the greater 

BOOX 
DL --

will be tbe glory w,e ·1hall .acquire, Ctnd the 
more important tne fervict we fhall perrorm to 
Qut country, if our arms fhall be crowned with 
yictory. Many illuftrious exploits have our 
countrymen atchiev d in different quarters at 
the globe, but we are the firfi: who fhall adven­
ture to attack the royal fleet in the ftrongeft 

port of Spain; and) by our fuccefs, fhall 
!how how litde reafon the S panifh monarch, 

with his long proud lift of titles, has to boaft 
that he ~ the fovereign of the feas. Let us not 
be difhearcened by the tnormous fize of the 

enemy's {hips, for this very circumftance, by 

rendering them unwieldy in all their motions, 
will facilitate our conqueft. I require you to 
po nothiqg, of which I fh.all not fec you an ex­
ample. .But when the enga ement fllall be 
pegun, ~e muft rer'nember it wiH be no longer 
pOffiple to efcape, we muft (:·ither COnquer r 

perifh. 
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perifh. Nor is it only our own prefervation 
that depends on the fortitude we fhall difplay 
in our prefent enterprize, but the fafety of the 
rich fleet that is in its way from India, the 
fafe ty of all our countrymen, who are engaged 
in trade in this part of the world, and the 
terJ11S likewife of pt;3.Fe whicl;1 ~o:e ~ates iball 
obtain from the enemy. Let us only exe~t 
ourfelves as we have 90ne on former occafion ) 
and difcover that contempt of danger which i.s 
the fureO: pledge of viCtory,. and we !hall enjoy 
the gl.ory at:ld felicity of putting a period co th.e 
war, and thereby fecur~ ~o our ~ol;muymet:l 
that liberty, for which ~h~y have; fO\lght for 
more than forty years. 

HAVING delivered thefe exhortations witll 
that natural military eloquence, which. he po.fr 
feffed in an eminent d.egree, and ~eceived from 
all t~e offi~ers prefent, the m9i:l: (olemn affur­
ances, confirmed by an oath,. that, to the ut-:­
moLt of their power, they would imitate his 
example" and fulfil his comma.nds, he com-: 
mu~ic'ated to them ~is plan of ~.ttac;:k". and, as 
foon as they haQ r~rurned. to their refpeaive 
{hips, he gave the fi~nal t~ ad.vance. 

WHl!N Davila perceived them approaching., 
he ordered the mafier of a Dutch merchant­
man whom he had a prifoner on board his 

fhip" 
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~ip, in chains, to be brought upon the deck, 
and enquired of him what he imagined might 
be his countrymen's defign: to attack your 
fleet, anfwered the prifoner; to which Davila~ 
fmiling contemptuoufly, replied, that he could 
not fuppof~ it, finee his lingle ihip, he thought, 
would prove an ~\'er match for all the Dutch 
yeffels that were in fight. That may be true. 
(aid the other, but, either I know nothing of 
the characrer of my countrymen, or the ~attle 
will be inftantly begun~ 

H EEMS KIRK himfelfle~ the v:ap, and fteered 
his Gourfe direaIy towards Davila, who, in­
ftead of that contempt which he had 10 recently. 
~xpre1feqJ being now overwhelmed wi~h ~fto­
nilhm~nt at the fight of fuch unprecedented 
intrepidio/1 gave ord~rs to flip his aQchors, 
~nd ~o r~tire behind his other ihips, hoping 
that the enemy would thus be induced to 
exhauft their fury upon them, and that after­
~ards he might come in for a fhare of the 
yja~r~.··· .... 

BUT Heem~irk., agreeably to his refolution, 
~hich he· had co~rn"~nicated to his officers~ 
that he himfdf would atuck the admiral's gal~ 
ieon, without hefit~tion e~terec.! within the line. 
of the Spanifh fleet, and frill continued to ad-
c. 
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vance, keeping up his fire till he had come 
within mutket-fuot of the enemy. Davila 
having, before his approach, gi en the firft 
broadfide, it was now returned by Heem£kirk, 
whofe fire being more tkilfully direCt d, did 
greater execution. But foon after, white this 
gallant feaman frood giving orders, on the 
mofr confpicuous part of the deck, his left leg 
was carried off by a can nOR ball, and his thigh 
being at the fame time torn and fuattered, he 
perceived, from the great effuMon of blood, 
that he could not have many minutes to fur­
vixe. Thefe he employed in exhortmg thofe 
about him to per[evere in the attack, and to 

remember the oath which they h d taken, and 
the duty which they owed to themfelves and to 
their country; afLer which having Kcorn · 
mended himfelf to the Divine Mercy, and ap­
pointed an officer of the name of Verhoeve to 
command the fuip, he expired. 

So great a difafter was calculated to fill the 

minds of the fpeB:ators with difmay and terror i 
but that intrepid fpi rit with which his ex­
ample han infpired them, far from being ex­
tingui!hed by his death, was rather nouri!hed 
up into rage and fury, by their deftre of taking 
fignal vengeance on the enemy. The battle 
which had been fufpended for a litde whilea 

Wa$ 
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was inftantly r<;n,ewed with( the fame vigour as 
before; ang' ~pother captain, called Lambert, 
coming up to fupport Verhoeve, they uniteq 

together i,q 0. ir~ . alIjl.U~~ o~ the Spanifh. ap.-­
m iral's !hip, and battered her at once on both 
fides with uncommon violence. 

IN the mean time the reft of the Dutch fleet 
~ad begun. their ,a,ttack upon the other galleons, 
with the fjirne. alacrity and ardour; and tQo 
SI? nfflrds long,gave propf 0[, equal bravery in 
their defenc~. , a ,l,It at ~ngth, t>wo of their 
fuips were fet on fire and burnt by the enemy, 
a third was funk, a fourth, from fome acci­
dental caufe, blew up, and all the reft, except 
the admiral's galleon, run aIhore. 

T HE admiral himfelf had been k illed about 
the fame time with Heemikirk, but the officer 
who fucceeded him in the command, had 
maintained the combat with inflexible fury, and 
tlte iffue for f.everal hours remained doubtful. 
At length, a third Dutch Ihip arriving to the 
affiflance of the other two, the Spanifu com­
mander hoifted a white flag, as a fignal that he 
was ready to furrender. 

BUT the t>~._ h, anima~d by the fame im­
p~acable amI vindiCtive fpi~it, with which their 
war againfr the Spaniards had generally been 

9 cor.-
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'conduCl:ed, paid no reg;).rd to this ligna), hrid 
frill continued firing till they had beaten down 
the flag. The hearts of the Spaniards then 
funk within them, and their efforts began to 
relax. The Dutch perceiving this, inftantly 
boarded their veffel, and attacked them with 
fa much fury, that they were quickly over­
powered. Moft of them were put to the {word, 
and the reft compelled to jump over board in~ 
to the fea, where many of them were either 
{hot or drowned. J n this engagement the 
Spaniards loft near two thoufand men; and, 
befides the {hips above mentioned, which were 
burnt or funk, almoft all the reft were rendered 
unfit for future fervice; whereas not a ling e 
Dutch !hip was either loft or deroyed, and 
only about a hundred men were killed. 

So lignal a viCtory, which excited the moO: 
dreadful apprehenfions in the minds of the 
people along the f01Jthern coaft of Spain, might 
have been attended with the moft important 
canfequences, jf Heemfkirk had lived to im­
prove it i and either Cadiz or Gibraltar might 
have been reduced. But the officers, on whom 
the command had devolved, were fatisfied with 
the glory they had acquired, and, in two days 
after the engagement, retired to Tetuan, on 
the African coaft; from whence, after repair-

109 
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ing their damages, and fending home two of the 
tranfports with the fick and wounded, and the 
body of the admiral, they failed in di,fferent 
fquadrons to the coaft of Portugal, Azores, 
and other places, where they expected to en­
rich themfelves by the capture of the mer­
chant fuips. 

BUT although this victory was not attended 
with any new conqueft, it had confiderahle in­
fluence on the temper and conduCt of the con­
tending parties at the preCent crifis. It contri­
buted to infpire the Dutch with greater confi­
dence of fuccefs in the profecution of the war 
and to render them more intractable; while i:; 
tended, on the other hand, to produce a more 
complyingtemperon the part of the Spaniards, 
and to heighten their folicitude for the efta­

bliili mem of peace. 

THE archdukes had given the moll: convinc~ 
iqg evidence how ftrongly they were aCtuated 
with this folicitude. They had not only made 
the firft advances to the frates, and readily 
agreed to preliminary terms, which, by all the 

powers of Europe, were thought humiliating j 
but no fooner had a ceiTation of hoftilities been 
agreed to, which extended only 0 boftilitic9 
at land) thin they fet at liberty, without-a 
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ranfcm, all the Dutch failors,. who h ~n 
taken prifoners by their {bips. o£ war, and 

ihewed themfelves determined, if }IDffiblo, to 
l>ut an end to eveliY fpecies of. hofiility. 

THESE princes had), fram the· ~jnning~ 
taken roo little pains to fave appearances, andl 
had fuffered their eagernefs for peace to betray 

t/lem into an aCt of indifcretion, which, by 

putting the !tates more than ever upon their 
guard, ten~ed to increafe tho difficulty of ac­
complifhing, their deGgn. Their agent having, 
agreeably to his inftruaions, requefted 3; pri­
vate interview with Aerfens, the Dutch [ecre­

tary; after returning him. thanks for his goocL 
offices with the ftates, defired him tQ accept of 
a diamond of confideral:>le valQe for his wifet 
and acquainted him that the archdukes, deeply 
imprdfed with a fenfe of his good intentions, 
had given orders for the reftoration of his houfe 
in Bruffels; while the marquis of Spinola had 
fent him an obligation for fifty thoufand crowns, 
fifteen thoufand of which !bould be paid upon 
demand, and the reft as foon as either a. peace 
or a long truce lhould be concluded. Aerfens, 
having conjeCtured what might be N ey's inten­
tipn in wi!bing for an interview, and having 

pr~viouOy confulted pri.n.ce Maurice concern­
ing the part which he {bould aCt, accepted, 

though 
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though with feeming reluctance, both of the 
diamond and Spinoia's obligation to the mo­
hey; btJt, agreeably to his concert with Mau­
rice, he delivered them up to the council ot 
frate, to whom he gave a particular relation of 
the whole affair in a few days *. 

THIS tranfaCtion, therefore, ferved only to 
excite fufpicions of the archdukes defigns; 

while it afforded a ftrik~ng proof how extremely 
averfe they were to the continuance of the war, 
and thus contributed to confirm the ftates in 

their refolution of infifting upon the moft ad­
vantageous and honourable terms 

THE court of ~pain was not in reality lefs 
:mxious with regard to the iffile of the preft'nt 

negotiation than that ofBruffels; but, whether 

from pride or polley, they better concealed 
their anxiety I and artfully acted for lome time 
as if the treaty had been entirely the plan of the 
archdukes, to which th~ king found himfelf 
under no neceffity, arifing from the fituation of 
his own affairs, of yielding his confene. 

OF the truth of this, their conduCt, with 
regard to the ratification of the late ~reement 
between the {tates and the archdukes, affords 
fufficient evidence. In order to obtain that ra-
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tificatioh, Ncy, the Francifcan, had gone to 
Madrid, and, after a delay of feveral w eks, 
during which he had otcafion £Dr all his addtefs­
and doquencej he had now returned with it to 
Bruffe1s" It was immediately after carried to 
the Hague by 'Varreiken, Alben's principal 
ft:cretary; to whom the frates, impatient to 
know partictdai-ly the contents of his inftruc­
tions, granted an audience on the next morn­
ing afrer his arrival. They had been before­

hand informed, by a lel'ter from Spinola, thaC" 
their agreement with die archdukes had bee~ 
ratified by the king, and that it was in order 
to communicate to tnem the deed of ratifica­
tion that V erre!ken was. ~fent into Holland. 
Bot they were extremely diffatisfied when they 
examined this deed, both with the form and 
the contents. 

I T was concei ved in vague and general terms, 
and 'not in the common form of a compaCt or 
convention. It d'id not comprehend the eifential 
~laufe relative to the fovereignty and indepen­
dence of the United Provinces. Even in the 
copy of the archdukes"agreement, which was 
prefixed to the deed, that claufe was omitted; 
and in contradiction to the fpirit and meaning 
of it, the archdukes were ftyled the fovereigns 
<.l the N etherbnds. It was fubfcribed bi 

Philip, 
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i>hilip, "I the .King," (Yo el Rey); a (orm 
()f fubfcription which he ufed only where his 
fubjeCts were addreffed. · It was fealed with 
his fmall feal inftead of the great one; and it 
was written on paper, nnd not on vellum, aa 
was ufual in all tranfattions of importance. 

THESE omiffions and informalIties were irt­
ftantly perceived by all the deputies: but that 
their conduCt might noC appur precipitate, 
they appointed another meeting for the mature 
confideration of them; after which they unani. 
moufiy refolved to rejeCt the deed of ratification, 
:15 being neither fuch as the archdukes had un­
dertaken to procure, nor affording a fllfficien t 
ground for proceeding in the intended treaty. 
Verreiken, to whom this refolution was com­
municated, laboured to perfuade the ftates that 
the defeCts and informalities complained of muft 
h.a.ve been entirely owing to careletfnefs on the 
part of the tranfcriber, it being impoffible to 
doubt that the king would have entirely re ... 
jeCted the agreement, if he had not meant to 
grant his ratification of the whole. 

BUT the ftates remained inflexible -in their 
purpofe j for it was equally impoffible, they 
thought, to fuppofe that a deed of fo great 
importance, in the eonfeq enees of which not 

X 2 only 

BOOK; 
ill. 

• 




