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only tlie archdukes, but the king himfel.f, 
wele fa deep!} interefted, could have been left 
by his, minifters to be devifed by an inferior 
clerk or [ecretary. It was impoffible but his 
minifters muft have perceived the want of fo 
dfential a claufe as that which related to the 
independence of the provinces; a claufe which 
was obviollfly of fuch a nature, that it was im
poffible to doubt of its having been 'purpofely 
omitted, but without which they were unal
terably refolved to decline all farther negotia
tion, either with the archdukes, or with the 

court of Spain. 

VERREIKEN, perceiving that no arguments 
he could employ would prove effectual, re
quefted liberty to remain at the Hague for fix: 
days longer, till he £hould acquaint the arch
dukes with what had paffed, and receive their 
inftruclions for his future conduCt. With this 
requeft the ftates complied; and, before the 
expiration of the time fpecified, a letter from 
the archdukes arrived, in whi(:h they engaged, 
that, though they could not perceive the vali
dity of thofe objections which the ftates had 
made to the form of the king's ratification, 
who thought, that, as he had rarified a part of 
the convention v.:ithout objeCtions to the reft, 
the deed oLlght to be confide red as a ratifica-

tion 
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tion of the whole; yet, in order to remove 
every obftacle to the treaty propdfed, and to 
fhew how fincerely they defired the eftablifh
mem of peace, they would procure another ra
tification in the form required : but, in the 

. mean time, they hoped and reqtlefted that 
the ftates would give proof of fincerity on their 
parr, by recalling their fleet from the coaft of 

Spain. 

O N this occaGon a vi01ent conteft arore 
among the deputies, and feveral of them dif
covered an inclination to break off tht treaty 
without delay. It was now fufficiently mani
fefted, they alblged, that the Spaniards were 
not fincere in their profeffions. ] twas abfurd 
to expect that an enemy, fo inveterate and im
placable, would ever ferioufly think of peace 
on fair and equitable terms, till they were 
compelled by fome dire neceffity. It was evi
dent that their object had, from the beginning, 
been to difarm the confederates, and to pro
cure a refpite from the war, till their prepara
tions for profecuting it with greater vigour were 
complete. The fleet, therefore, ought not to 
be recalled, but to be. reinforced, and the 
people roufed from their p refent lethargy, by 
appr'fing them of the fnare which had been 

laid for theii defrruftion. 
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THESE were nr>t, however, the fentiments of 
the greater part of the deputies; for aithougl;1 
the whole affembl1 were difpofed to afcrib.o 
duplicity and artifice to the coqrt of Spain) 
only fome of them thought there was any 
ground for callIng in. queftion the uncerity of 
the archdukes, who, in the opinion of the ge
nerality, had, to the utmoft of their power~ 
fulfilled their engagements, and could not be 
juftly blamed for the defeCts or informalities of 
the ratification. 

I T was therefore refolved, partly from the 
refpect due to th fe princes, anc! partly from 
dread of the imputation of inGncerity in the 
profeffion which they hac! made of their deure 
of peace~ that the fleet !hould be recalled. But 
they, at the fame time, required, that rhe ra
tification, eJ>ecuted in proper form, iliould bo 
produced within a limited time fpecined; and 
in ord,:r to prevent any future o!lliffion or 
error, they delivered to Verreiken three copies~ 
precife1y of the fame import, one in Latin, an
other in French, and a third in Dutcil, declar
ing, th!!.t without a faithful tranfcript of one or 
other of thefe. they would inftantly break off 
the negotiation, and apply tbetnfelves to the: 
profecution of th~ war. 

..Jr 
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I Twas Barnevelt who made this dedaration, 
in the name of the other deputie~; after 
which he reminded Verreiken of the attempt 
which had been made by rhe Francifcan to 
.corrupt the fecretary. c,C There," faid he, cc is 
the diamond, and here is the marquis of Spi-

. nola's obligation for fifteen thou[~nd crowns. 
Let them both be re-ftored to their proper 
owners: fuch prefents are not neceffary for the 
purpofe of obtaining peace, jf your llUlfters 
willi for it, on 'equitable terms; and if they 
are not willing to agree to fuch terms~ their 
prefents will not be fL1fficiem to procure it, 
were it pomble that one or two pe~f()ns could 
-be found in this affembJr fa bafe as to accept 
your bribes, and, for the fake of them, to 
make a facrifice of the liberty of their .country, 

yet a great majority will retain their integrity, 
and render your largeffes, though they were 
much great{'r than your mafters can .afford, of 
110 avail * f" 

VER.REIKEN, being unprepared for this at. 
tack, was thrown into fame co,nfufion, and re .. 
plied, that cc N ey muft certainly have done 
what he w~ accufed of, without any authorj~y 
from the archdukes." It was impoffible that the 
~tes could give credit to this affertion; but~ 

"" <;,;rotius and Baudiu •• 
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beiqg fa~isfieq with Qavingfo publicly <;-,rp e(r", 
ed their re[cn~ment, tq!! meeting , was Imme
diately difmiifed, Verreiken permitted to r~tl,l~-\l 

to Bruifds, and foon after .the fleet was l:~:" 

called. 

THE archdukes at the fame time renewed 

~eir applications at the court of Spain; and Cl:t 
length; though not without confiderable diffi,.. 
culty, obtained fuch a ratificatiQn of their <:011,

vention from the king as they hope~ the co11,

federates wopld accep~. 

IN this new deed, all the fame claufes were 
inferted, which the copies tranfmitted by the 
ftates contained, and nearly the fame form of 
expreffion was obferved; but to the declara
tion that the king and archdukes were willil g 
to treat with the confederates as with a fi'ee 
people, over whom thEly pretended to no au
thority, a claufe was annexed, declaring, that 
in cafe the negociation ,fhoulq be broken off 
on ac,ollnt of religion, or aDY other ditpured 
point, the ratification fhould be void, and all 
matters r~rnain on their prefent fo~)(ing. By-
fldes ~hisl the deed was incorreCtly written, 
(o!11e ~ord~ being inteflined~ ' and others 
~holly omittt::d. It was written in Spanifh~ 

and not in Latin, FrenchJ or Dutch, as bq 
peen requefted j upon paper, and not on parch-

~n~nt~ 
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.m6n~, and fubfcribed like the former one, not 

with the name of die king, but with the words 
~c I The King j" as if Philip had ftill confider

ea the <;opfeuerates as his fubjects. 

. TH ESE latter circumftallces, though they 

afforded a proof of e 'treme careleffnefs, or of 
the moft childifh obftinacy, on the part of the 

Spaniili minifters, were deemed of fmall im
portanoe; and it was proved that even the 

king of England, in his late treaty of peace 

with Sp:tin, had acquiefced in the fame form 
of fub fcri ption. But the deputies could not 
be fo eafily reconciled to the clauft: annexed to 

the declaration of their liberty; for alrhough, 

as they reprcfp.nted to th~ archdukes com

miffipners, they we're free, whether the kingof 

Spain fhould acl.:.nowledgc it or not j yet the 

anncx.ed c:laufe f~efTled to imply that their 

freedom depended on the will of the king; 
ancl to accept of the ratification with a c1aufe 

Of this import, might be interpreted as an 

acknowledgment, on their part, of the truth of 

~he pofiuon which the c:laufe implie~. Befidos 

that, from lhe manner in which mention is 

made in this annexed cJau[e of religion, and 

other difputed points, there was ground to 
furpea, thar, in the treaty propored, the Icing 

. teq~! . d eh t t~e e(bbli~rr.~nt of religion, 

and 
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and other matters which refpected the in, 
ternal governm~nt of the provinces, fllould be. 
qifcu{[ed. 

To this the people of the Uni ted Provinces 
would never be perfuaded to confent. To infift 
upon it, would be to treat them as a dependenr, 
and not as a free people j and, therefore, to the 
flates it appeared xtremely dotlbtful, wh ther, 
in order to fave a great deal of unneceffary 
trouble, it were not expedient that the negocia
tionfhould be inftantly broken off. But as they 
fhould be forry to give ground to fufpea: that 
they were not defirotl s to put a period to the 
~alamities of war, they had refolved to refer the 

whole matter to the frates of the particular 

towns and provi-nces, that the people might 

}lave an opportunity of judging for them
felves in a matter in which they were fQ 
peeply interefred. With this anfwer the com
rniffioners returned to Bruffels, after receIving 
an affurance fi-om t he frates, that, in feven 
weeks from the prefent time, information woulq 
pe tranfmitted to the archdukes whether the 
fatification was rejeCted or received . , 

.. Baudius, G rotius, &c. J c;mnio, tom., i. Lcttre au Roy 
ott. '1- 7, 1607' 

The nates, 00 this 0ccaiioo; require that the original 
deed itfelf ihO<lld pc l~ ft io their h:lOds. The com~ifiion. 

I!fs 
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AT _~is junfutre, both the people and their 
rulers differed widely in their fentiments with 
regard to the queftion that was now before 
them,; while one parcy maintained that the ra
tification ought, without hefitation, to be re
jeCted, the other thought, that although it 
was not altogether [uch 1:1S th~y wi1hed it to 
have been, yet it ought to be admitted as a. 
fuffic ient founpation for the tre~ty that was 
propofed, Prince 1aurice was at the head of 
the former of thefe partie~, and Barnevelt of 

us having no inltruaions on this head, th Francifcan 
went himfelf to Bru£rels to receive them; and the arch. 
pukes agreed to the requel! of the frates, on thefe condi
tions, that they Ihould give an obligation in writing to r, 
fiore the deed, if required; and Ihould, at the fame time, 
~eclare that the archdukes, in procuring it from the king, 
had fully performed the engagement which they had cpme 
under in t~eir firft agreemeet with the frates. The llates 
refufed their ~onfent to thefe conditions, but frill inliJled, 
that, as the deed was addre£red to them, it fhould be fuf. 
ftred to remain in their polfeffion. Ney returned to Bruf. 
fels a fecond time, and prevailed on the archdukes to yiek~ 
to their demand. Though the ratilication was not fuch 
as the frates wifhe4 it to have been, yet it Ihould feem t~ 
have been no {mall grati~cation to them, that the king had 
grant<:d a declaration, however qualified and expreffed, of 
their being a free people, over whom he pretended to no 
authority. In return for the cOFlplaifance of the arch .. 
~ukes on this occafion, they weuld gladly ha~e given the 
declaration required, that thefe princes had fully perform
,d their engagemeut, but though, 't wa5 irnpoffible to give 

~ ~Qn!ifien Iy wi~ truth. 

the 
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~he latter; and ach of thefe leaders exerted 
himfdf with gre,at a{tivity and zeal in gaining 
converts to his opinion. There was ground 
to fufpeCt that the mo~ives by which the prince 
was aCtuated, on this occaGon, were not per

fectly pure and diGnterefred, but that he dread

ed the diminution of his power, if peace were 

efrabliihed, and, partly on this account, was 
deGrous of the continuance of the war. The 

reafoning, however, which he employed, was 

fpecious, and made a 1hong impreffion on the 

minds of marry of his countryrp~n. 

As the court of Spain, he faid, had on 

former OCCl[lOns given the mofrunqueftionable 
evidence of their duplicity, fo at prefent it was 
impoffible to doubt of their being aCtuated by 

fome Iinifte r defign. In their firfr ratlhcation, 
they had not only declined to acknowledge the 
independence of the frates, but had exprefsly 
aflirmed, that they were fubjeCt to the domi
nion of the archdukes. To their fecond they 
had fubjoined a c1auCe which rendered their 
independence contingent and precarious, and 
wholly dependent on the will of the king. 
Whoever confid rs the vafr dominion~ of Spain, 

and her inveterate habits of ~omination anp 
pride, would not be eafily convinced that !he 

intended to obferve a truce, or peace, any 
Ipng r th::n it n-. ighc fuit her views of tyranny 

anq 
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snd conqueft. It was the de[lgn of that ambi
tious and politic nation, to break the fpirit of 
the confederates by the habits of indolence 

and luxury. The martial [pirit would leave 
the republic, and would not be eafily revived. 

The citizens would become remifs and inat
tentive to the defence of objeCts. which. when 
they knew them to be in danger. th ey confi

dered as dearer than Jife. N one are fo eafily 

fubdued as thofe who think they have nothing 

to fear. The fear of thl'! enemy is a bond of 
tlhity, and produces both military difcipline 
and civil obedience. while fiates living in fe
curity. opulence, and eafe. are fubdued by 
habits of effeminacy. torn by inteftine dif
cords, and thus fall an e::tfy prey to fame am
bitious and warlIke neighbour. It was for this 
rearon, that Scipio N afica oppofed with fo 
much wifdom, the [alfe policy of Cato, who 

advifed the deftruCtion of Carthage. 

W HEN the minds of the confederates fhould 
r 

cool, and their patriotifm begin to languifh, 
the Spaniards hoped, by various arts of cor
ruption, to bring the m again under the yoke 
of their former fovereigns. But whatever 
might be the effeCt of fuch artifices. they would 
recruit their exhau[tcd frrength, and whenever 

a fit opportunity ihould offl: r, violate the peace 
they now fi liclced. 

T HIEI R. 
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Tiuill army, at the prefcnt period, was uni',.: 
verfally di!contented 011 account of their want 
of pay. Great numbers had already mutinied i 
and if the war continued, there was ground to 
expea: that the greateft part would refufe t? 
fubmit to the controul of military difciplincJ 
With fuch an army, no prudent general 
would venture to engage in any important en
terprize. And the people, among whom they 
were quartered, being grievoufly oppreffed, 
both by the government and the mutineers), 
were ready to fhake off a yoke which had be
come intok rable. 

THE Spaniards were ftilllefs formidable at 

fca than at land. From the great decreafe of 

their trade, they found it impoffible to procure 
failors fufficient to man their fhips of war i and 
their fleets, far from being able to contend 
with thofe of the flates, were even unable to 
defend themfelves in their harbours, under 
the cannon of their forts. 

SUCH was the prefent flate of the Spanifhfleet 
and army; whereas thofe.of the confederates 

had never been in fo flourifuing a condition. 
Their army was at prefent, as it had always 
been, under the moil: perfea: difcipline; re
gularly paid, and abundantly fupplied with 

6 every 
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e.very thing neceifary to enable it to aCt with 

vigour: while their fleets, more numerous 

than ever, had in almoft every quarter of the 
globe proved an overmatch for thofe of the 
enemy; and had obtained over them feveral 

important viB:ories, which had b en attended 
with a great increafe of trade" and wealth, and 
power. They had eftabliihed trade in many 
l>laces, which, till lately; had been vifited 
only by the SpaniarJs and Portuguefe. They 
bad got poifeffion of [everal of the moft im
portant branches of the Indian commerce» 
and if they did not fuffer themfelves to be di
verted from the profecution of their naval en
terprizes, they would ere long make them
felves mafters of the whole. The war, there
fore, which they had carried on againft the 
enemy at fea, had already proved, and would 
frill continue to prove, a mine of gold to the 
United Prpvinces ; while their military opera
clons at land had neither exhaufted their riches 
nor their ftrength. Their army in a great meafure 
confifted of foreign troops, while the nati VC$ 

·were permitted to iipply themfelves to manu
faB:ures and trade, and all the money expended 
for the fupport of the army was fpent at home, 
either in purchafing the manufaB:ures of the 

country, or thQfe commodities which mer-
-.caanti fOW'ld it fo benefici I to import from 

foreign 

B005 
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foreign parts. It had indeed been found necef
fary to imp-)fe taxes on feveral commodities' ; 
and many perron!; complained of the burthen of 
thefe taxes, yet both the riches and the num
ber of the people had every year increafed, 
fince the taxes were impofed; and no country 
abounded more in the neceffaries and conve-. 
niences of life. 

O F the truth of thefe obfervations, the 

Spaniards were fufficiently aware. They had 
come at length to perceive that the war had to 
the confederates proved a copious [ource of 

profperity,. while their own ftrength had been 
exhaufted by it, and their commerce almofl: 
ruined; and they were for this reaf')n defirous 

of a temporary peace, hoping thereby to avert 
the danger to which they faw them e lves ex
pofed; to deprive the confederates of the ad
vantages which they at prefent enjoyed; to fow 
difcord among the provinces, and to accom
plilh, by fraud and artifice, what they had 
hitherto been unable to attain by force of arms. 
That fuch was their intention, appeared from 
the difingenuity of their conduct with regard 
to the deed of ratification. 

BUT whether this was in reality a defign-dr 

not, no aoubt could be entertained that, as it 
W'ilti. 
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was for the intereft of the Spaniards that peace 
fuould be eftablifhed, it was no lefs for that of 

the ftates that the war 1hould be profecuted 

with vigour, till the enemy were reduced to 

the necemty of acting with greater fincerity, 
and more equitable terms could be obtained 
than they had ground to expect at the prefent 

period •. 

THI9 reafoning plOduced the defired effeCt, 
chiefly in Holland and Zealand, where the peo
ple were confcious that their profperity had 
been in fome meafure owing to the war; while 

their firuation rendered them more fecure 
• 

.againft its attendant calamities than the inha. 
bitants of the inland provinces. But the rea .. 
fons on the other fide, which were urged by 
Barnevelt, were generally thought to be more 

deferving of attention and regard. 

TUERE was too much ground, he allowed, 
for the imputation which had been caft upon 
the court of Spain, of infmcerity in their con
duCt, with regard to the deed of ratification .. 
It is evident, from the manner in which they 
had acknowledged the independence of the 

f States, how extremely reluctant they had beerr 
in granting that acknowledgment. The claufe 
annexed to itJ~ declaring, that' cafe the nego. 
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clation lhpuld be broken off, the ratifiGation 

fhould be void, ought not to have been ihfert

ed. It was even unneceff"ary to infert it for any 
purpofe which the Spaniards could have in 
view, becaufe, in every treaty, the validity of 
aFly particular concemon muft depend on the 
event of the treaty, and if it prove abortive, 
all the claims of the contending parties, whe
ther real or pretended, muft remain as before 
its commencement. From the infertion how
ever of this claufe, it could not be inferred 
that the comt of Spain had formed any inf1di
ous defign. Their rt'luCtance to acknowledge 
the independence of the ftates might juftly 
~ave been expected; and the little pains which 
they had taken to conceal it, afforded a thong 
prefllmption that their intentions were lineere. 

BUT although they fhould in reality intend 
[0 violate the peace which they now fQlicited, 
was th is a fufficient reafon for refufing to treat 
with them, or for declining to accept of peace 
upon equitable terms? Ought p~ace to be re
jected in every cafe, where it was pomble that 
the conditions of it might be violated? Ought 
ftates to live in perpetual war, becaufe tbere 
was ground to apprehend that they might not 
be able to maintain a perpetual and uninter .. 

rupted peace? If.the Spaniards fhall hereafter 
revIve 
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revive their claim of fovereignty -over the pro
vinces, will this claim derive any validity from 
the prefent treaty, in which they have fo expli
citly renounced it? V\TiU they not then juftly 
~xpofe themfelves to the reproach of having 
'acted with duplicity j and is it not th~ natural 
tendency of fuch a conduCt, to increafe the 
number of their enemies, while we fhall then, 
as wen as now, be poifeifed of arms to main
tain our liberty, and have the fame or more 
numerous friends to affift us in counteraCting 
their tyrannical defigns ? 

GR EA T diforders, it was true, prevailed at 
the prefent period in the Spaniih monarchy: 
the royal navy had fuffered a confiderable di
minution, and the archdukes army was ex
tremely ill paid and mutinous. But although 
this confideration might juftify the frates in 

ing the mMt advantageous terms of 
, it would not juftify them for rdoiving 

to perfift, at all adventures, in the pro1i:cution 
of the war. From negligence and inattention, 
but chiefly from the. folly in engaging at 
once in to~ many difficult and expenfive en
terprizes, Spain was weakened; but it would 
be madQefs to proceed on the fuppofition that 
her ftrength was fpent, for ihe was frill pofteif

td of inexhauftible refourLcs ; and nothing 
Y 2. but 
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but greater prud nee and moderation wert re. 
quifite to ('{'nder her formidable to aU her ene
mies. During the laft campaign, the had. 
exerted, hed'elf more vigortrofir than for feveral 
years preceding; and if the rivers that y~~r 
had not been [welled to an unufual height, her 
troops might have penetrated into the heart 
of the provinces. She might ftill continue, 
and perhaps ' redouble her exertions; and if {he 

were incenred) as fhe would juftly be, in caft 
the ftates 1b:ould obftinately refufe to tireat with 
her, fhe might be determined to direCl: her 

whole attention againft the dominions of the 
{tates, and put forth a degree of ftrength which 
they would be unable to withftand. 

THEIR arms had hitherto been attended 
with greater fuccefs than could juftly have been 
expected againft fo potent an enemy; but 
of all human events they Ihould remem 
chofe of war were the moft fortuitous. 
republic had, in former periods, been brought 
[0 low, that the ftares would gladly have fub. 
mitted tQ the tovereignty of a foreign princ~; 
and one unfortunate campaign, or the lofs of 
a fieet, which depended for its prefervation on 
the mercy of the winds and waves, might 
again redure them to me like defperate CQO.o 

dition. 

THEY 
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T'li EY had been cnablod to attain their pre_ BOO 
Uf. 

lent profperity, by th~ friengIy affifbmce d" the ...... __ 
queen of England and the king ofFranoe j but J~. 
the former of thtfe princes, wbo had long been 
<their princjpal fuppoJt, was dead, and .hor 
fucceffor either not fo able., or not fo willing 
to 3ffi(t them; .while the latter was far ad .. 
vanced in years; was defirous, f9r reafoni 
which could not be emly penetrated, to have 
·the war brought to a conclufion i and although 
during his life they might ~ruft that he would 
not f~er chern to be oppreffed, yet he might 
ere long leave his kingdom to an inf.mt fon, 
during whefe minority the Sp3niards were 
likely to have greater infitJ¢nce over the French 
couofels than the United States. 

THE great objeCt, as well as the end of war, 
was peace J and advantageous terms of peace 
could never be fo eafily obtained as when the 
enemy found it neceifllry to apply for it, in 
order to retrieve the ruined ftate of his ~ffajrs. 
The objeCt of the prefent war had} from the 
beginningt been to iliake off the yoke of the 
Spaniili government, and to affert their liberty. 
This obje& was now fecured, and the king of 
Spain himfdf W~l; ready to treat with them as 
with a free people, over who~ he pretended not 
to \lny authority. Could the be juftified in their 

y 3 ow~ 



JOOIC 
III. 

• 

ffiSTQ1tY OF nm. ltElGN OF 

own eyes, or could they be juftified in the ClP('" 

nion of the world, if they fhould refufe to treat 

with him r W ould t~ pretext, that he was in. 
fincere in the admowledgment which he had 
made of their independeJlce, and that poffihly 

he will hereafter revive his claim, and refufe 
o fulfil his engagements, afford a vindication 

of a conduCt fo finglllar, fo haughty, and con
temptuous? Wa-s the war to be pTofec\lted till 
they had accomplifhed the diffolution of t}.)e 
Spanifh monarchy? Was this an event either 
to be expected or defired? W ere th(! I'eople 
of the United Provin£es to be the only people 
on earth who were. never to enjoy the bleffings 
of tranquillity ? 

THE war indeed had been the occafion of 
profperity to fome, who ought to reft iati!.fit!d 
with the advantages which they had already 
derived from it: but to great numbers it haf 
often been a copious fource of diftrefs and 
mifery. M any groaned under the burthens 
which the war had made it neceffary to impofe ; 
and many lamented the 10fs of their friends, and 
the ruin of their fortunes, which are the infe.
parable concomitants even of the moO: fuccefs
ful war. It was furely defirable to put a period 
to thefe calamities; and if they did not em
brace the prerent opportunity of doing it, pro
vided it could be done confiftently with their 

honour, 
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honour, °and their future fecurity, they would BOO JC 
III. 

be anfwerable for all the blood that !hould be ~--.... 

{pilt, and could not be juftified in the fi~ht 
either of God or man, 

THIS difcourfe, which was delivered In an 

ex~raordinary aifembly, where deputies from 
all ~he provinces anq almoft all the towns were 
prefent, deriving weight from the charaCter of 
th~ fpeaker, as well as from the folidity of the 
re<\.fQning which it contained, was lifrened to 
with great attention; and, while it prodU/;ed 
conviction in the minds of the greater part, it 
iinpofed filence upon the reft, and extorted 
their confent to the meafure which it was in
tended to recommend. Prince Maurice, fup
port~ct by the deputies from the province and 
tQwns of Zealand, propofed that the form of 

an explicit and unconditional ac~nowkg~Q1ent 
of their independence lhoulq be tranfinitted co 

the archdukes, to be fubfcribed by dwn as a 
preliminary article; but this motion being re,
jeCted as harlh and offenfive by a great ma
jority, it was at length refolved to appoint am
baffadors for the purpofe of negociating peace; 
and notice of this refolmion was immediately DCCol4th. 

rent to the court of Bruffels •• 

• Gro~ius, lib. xvi. Bent. part. iii. lib. viii. The tim e 

fi xed fur the lufpenfion of aJms bei .g expired, it was pro

rogued o.n the prcfent occafion, and afterwards from time to 

time, on differen t Gccalions, till the ~reaty was concluded. 

Y f lr 
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I T w~ at the f~Il!e time propofed to the 
archdukes, th~t the conferences fbould be held . - , 

1607-

Commif
fi( lnCrS for 
peace on ' 
t he part of 
Spain. 

Andnn 
that of the 
U,lIt d 
~1.tC$, 

~t the Hague, which fo: fome time paft had 
been the feat of government in the United 
Provinces; and, in order to induce them to 

comply with this propofal, it was fuggefred7 

that, as the ambaffadors of the ftates could not 
be invefred with very ample powers, they 
might often have occalion to confult their con
frituents; and if any other place of meeting, 
or any town within the territories of the arch
dukes were made choice of, much time would 
be loft, and the negociation be unneceffarily 

prolonged. 

THE archdukes, folicitous to avoid every 
caufe of delay, readily agreed to this propofal7 

and immediately appointed for their commif
fionets the marquis of Spinola, Mancicidor a 
Spaniard, their fecretary at war, Richru-dot 
the prefident of their privy council, Verrei
kens their private fecretary of frate, and Ney 
the Francifcan, to whofe aCtivity and addrefs 
they thought themfelves much indebted for 
having brought the negociation thus . far. 

The commiffioners appointed by the ftates 
were nine in numq,er, feven of whom were no
min ted by the feven provinces, and the re

mamIng 
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'!1aining two b}! the ancient body of the nobles. 

The[e two were count William of Naffau, a 
near relation of prince Maurice, and Walraeve, 
lord of Brederode; and thofe appointed by the 
feveral provinces were among the moft refpec
table perfons in the commonwealth' but the 
.confidence of the people of all ranks. at this 
important crifis, was chiefly placed in Barne
veit, who was nominated commifIioner by the 
province of Holland. 

THIS virtuous and able: ftate[man was inde
fatigable in his attention to every ftep of the 
prefent negociation; and, before the confer
ences were begun, he devifed an expedient ad
mirably calculated to p~omote the endin view. 

The predominant pallion in the minds of his 
countrymen was frill, as it had been for many 
years, fufpicion of the intentions of the court 
of Spain. It had been chiefly from this quar
ter that he encountered fo much difficulty in 
perfuading them to agree to the archdukes 
propofals of a conference; and he ftill dread
ed that the fame caufe might prevent this con
ference from being attended with the defired 
effeCt. This diftruft of the Spaniards he ap
prehended would lhew itfelf on every occafion, 
a~d on the fiighteft grounds; and it would be 

carefully fomented by p ince Maurice and 
I olhers, 

Sufpi cion 
of Spain 
the prcdo. 
nl lnant 
pamon of 
the Dutcb. 
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Jl 0 () K others. who wifued for a continuance of the 

m. _ war. In order. therefore. to quic:t the appre-

%601, henfions of the people. to deprive the prince 

and his partizans of a pretext, of which he knew 

they would roadily lay hold. and at the faml!: 
time to, intimidate or over-awe the Spaniards, 

he propafed to the Frc:nch and Britifh minifters, 

that. before the conFerences wc:re opened. their 
matters fhould enter into a new alliance with 

the ftates; that they fhould engage to employ 

th,eir endea vours to procure for them an equit

able peace; and. in caie of their procuring 

it. fhould farther engage to afford them fuch 

affiftance as iliould be nect!ffary for maintaining 

it inviolate. 

THIS propofal did not meet with the fame 

favourable reception from the Britifh as from 

the F rench monarch. Though James was de ... 

termined by the motives above explained to 

concur with Henry in promoting the eftabl i[n

ment of peace; yet, having ground for doubt 

whether the interdl: of his 'own dominions did 

not rather require that the war fhould be con

t inued, he was never [0 deeply interefted, as 

he defired that the fiates fhould believe. in the 

fuccels of their prefent negociation •. Bdides 

char, 

". Thi~ appears fr:Jm f.:vc \al paln1.ges in \Vinwood 's Me

morials. and particularly from the letters writ by th" earl 

of 3alifbury to Sir R. Willwood, 'ir Richard 'penc" r, a. nu 

Sir 
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that, he knew how much it wa"S in the power 
of the Spaniards to diftorb- his tranquillity by 
their intrigues with the Irifh Catholics, and 
was therefore unwlling to incur their refent
ment. Influenced by thefe confide rations, he 
deClined at this time to enter into the pro
pofed alliance; but Henry, more decided in his 
conduCl:, and lefs afraid of the confequences of 
giving offence to the court of Spain, readily 
yielded his confent~ and rent orders to the pre
fident, J eannin, to finifil the treaty without 
delay . 

. AGAINST this meafure, which no pains were 
taken to conceal, the Spanifu minifters having 
warmly remonftrated at the court of France, 
and having received no other an[wer, but that, 
if rightly underftood, it muft contribute to 
haften the eftabliiliment of peace, they from 

Sir Charles Cornwallis. "You added (fays Salifbury, in 
a letter dated March zoth, 1607, to the two former) that 
this comfort you have, that both parties defire the peace 
with more than ordinary aff'eClion. Which words r rather 
judge to proceed out of a contemplation of the tediouf
nefs which this bufinefs js to bring with it, than out of any 

aff'eClionate defire or good judgment of the efFeCls which 

this bufinefs is to bring with it j confidering that the bell: 
in that kind that can be opened for, is like to add but 
trouble and care to us in thefe parU j and yet I 1V0uld not 

have YOIl now gather that I would h ve you break it." 
Vol. ii. p. 378. 
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tMnee pereeived that it was becGme neceffaty 
forthem~ and therefexe Glveci, if poffiblC? 
to preeure the French Icing's affiftance in their 
negociatlon with the frates. :For this l'urpofe, 
but under a different pretext, the marquis of 
V ilia Franca was fent to Paris, in the cha
raCter of ambaffador, and from that rime 
Henry aB:ed as ·a mediator between the contrafr,. 

jng powers, although it was well underftood 
how much more he favoured -the pretenfions of 

the Dutch than thofe e5ther of the archdukes 
or the king of Spain *_ 

.608. IN the mean time the archdukes commiffion-
ers arrived at the Hague, and a few days after, 

F.b. 6th. the conferences were begun t _ The two ()rthree 
firft feffions having been employed bytheeom
miffioners in examining their powels, and in 
difcuffing certain objections againft them, 
which, after fame altercation, it was agreed 

• Bentivoglio, Grolius, &c. & Jeannin. tom, ii. p. 69-
I t A great number of people from the other towns had 

&ome to the Hague at this time. chiefly moved by their cu
riofity to fee Spinol!l' who for fome years ha,d been an ob
jeCt of their highell: admiration, which WJS on fome occa
lions mixed with terror. Prince Maurice having gone out 
to meet him, received him into his o.wn coach, and con
ducted him to the Hague. And both thefe great men, it 

is faid, were well pleafed to find the high opinion which 
they had formed of each other's abilities, from their ac
tions, j ufiified by their difcourfc which they held together 
i. the pre(ent inierviclv. 

were 
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were not fufficient to £top their procedure; the 

Dutch cornmiffioners required, as a preJipli
nary article, a .folemn acknowl dgment, in 
the name o£ the king of Spain and the arch
dukes, of rhe independence of the United Pro
vinces; including an explicit renunciation of 
all right to authority ovec them; together with 
an obligation, binding on their fucceifors as 
well as on themfe1ves, that they fuould not 
henceforth ufe the al'ms or titles of the pro
vinces, or any other marks of their ancient 
fovere-igncy. 

THE commiffioners of the archdukes were 

much offended at the latter pare of this requi
!ition j and, befides remonfrrating againft it to 

the Dutch commiffioners themfdves, they bit
terly complained to the Britilh and French am
baifadors, of the arrogance difcovered in mak
ing fo unufual a demand. It had been the or
dinary praCtico, they obferved, of princes to 

retain the titles of the ftates or kingdoms which 
they had loft. Th;e Catholic king was fry led 
king of J orufalem, and duke of Burgundy; 
the king of France .called himfdf king of Na
varre; and the king of England !till affumed 
the title ofJGng of France. In requiring his 
Catholic majefty therefore co renounce his titles 
as well as his fovereignty, the frates were not 

only 

333 
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only guilty of arrogating to themfdves the pri_ 
vilege of introducing a ne, practice, but of 

impeaching the condua of rhe greateft fove
reigns in Europe, and par~icu]arly of the kings 
of France and Britain, who had no lefs reafon 
to be offended at the demand of the Dutch 
commiffioners than the king of Spain. 

THE French and Englifh ambalfadors, how
ever, declined on this occafion t:> interpofe j and 
the archdukes comrhiffioners, after having ob
tained the confent of the archdukes, acquainted 
thofe of the nates at the next meeting, that 
they were ready to grant the renunciation re
quired in its full extent. The Dutch were 
agreeably furprifed at the facility with which 
the Spaniards thus yielded to their requeft ; 
but when RicharJot, who was the fpeaker on 
this occafion, added, that in return for fa li
beral a . concemon, it was expeCted tbat the 
ftates would agree to abftain for the future 
from all commerce in the Indies, and reft fa
tisfied, as they had done till about ten years 
before, with the trade which, they had carried 
on with SpaiQ, and other countries in Europe~ 
they were inflamed ,"vjth indignation, and ex
claimed, that one moment the king and arch
dukes acknowledged them to be a fi 'ee and in
dependent people, and the next fhewed they 

were 

• 
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were determined to treat them -as Aaves, and, 
if poffible, to deprive them of the moft valu
able branches of their liberty: that thefe 
princes) in renouncing their claim to the fo
ve~ignty of the provinces; had given nothing 
to the ftates which they did not poffefs before; 
while, in requiring them to relinquiih their 
trade to India, they, in effeCt, required them 
to abandon what was known to be the prin
cipal fource of their wealth and power: but 
they declared, that no confidtration would ever 
induce them to comply with a demand which 
was equally exor9ii:".ant and unJuft; for under 
what pretext could the Spaniards claim the ex
clu[lve privilege of trading to the Indies? 
Thofe countries were not the property of the 
Spaniards, but belonged to a great number 
of independent princes, many of whom chofe 
rather that their fubjetl:s ihould engage in 
trade with the Dutch than with the Spaniards 
or Portuguefe. Thofe countries were like
wife of an immen[e extent; they could furn inl 
materials for trade to all the commercial 
nations in Ewope; and it was a violation of 
the law of nature, and contrary to the gene
ral good of mankind, for anyone nation to 
endeavour to engrofs the whole. The ftates 
would not refufe to agree to a y arrangement 
with regard to the lndian tra e, which was 

cal, 
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ccfieu1ated to promote the mutual intereft Ot 
both nations. But, having been reduced by 
the Spaniards themfel ves to the neceffity of hav
ing recourfe to this new branch of commerce, 
having begun it in the face of difficulties" 
which had required an enormous expenc~, 

~d the moft vigorous exertioNs to furmoullt, 
having eftablifhed a company for carrying it on, 
and aiready tafted of the profits aritiAg from it; 
they were determined, whatever 1hould be the 
conrequences, to perfevere. The Spani1h com
miffioners had no other reply to make to this 
anfwer of the frates, but that: the SpaniardS' and 
Portuguefe had long been in the fole poffeffion 
of the trade to India, and that the king of 
Spain had not only refufed to grant a partici. 
pation in that trade to the French andEnglifu, 
but likewife to his well affeCl:ed fi.l bjeCl:s in the ' 
Netherlands: but no regard was paid to thefe 
confiderations by the commiffioners of the 
ftates; and they were confirmed in their pur
pofe by the unanimous voice of their country
men, joined to a reprefentation which was 
made on this occafion to the ftates by the India 
company. 

THE trade, they reprefented, wi h Spain and 
Port~gal, had never been, and could never be 
produCti.ve of any ad\Tantage to individuals- or 

to 
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to the public,; equal to dlat which arore fi'om 
the trade to J ndia. I n this, and the other 

branches of foreigh trade; of which the Spa
niards wanted to dp.prive them; u'pwards of a 
hundred and fifty {hips and ei3ht thoufan'd fail
ors 'were employed. Thefe ihipS' were aU of a 
confiderable fize, and might at any time be eon1 

verted, at a [mall expenee, into fhips of war; 
when the ptlblic exigencies fhould require: The 
Indian trade was not on')y infinitely more pro~ 
fitable than the S'pa:niili; as it eonfifted in going 

to the fountain-head for thofe eommoditiesj 

which they had formerly purchafed at feeond
hand from the Spaniards and Portuguefe, but 
was likewife much more fafe and certain, be
eaure it did not, like the other, depend on 
the caprice of the king or of the mrnil!ers of 
Spain. They had formerly experienced how 
little they had to rely 6n the trade with Spain 
and Portugal. Their failors had heen ftized 
and imprifoned; or fent to the gallies to work 
as naves, and their fhjps and goods had been 
eonfifcated. It would be always in the power 
of the Spaniards to exercife the fame oppref
fions. T.hey would renew them under various 

pretexts, on the flighteft grounds of offence; 
and, after having perfuaded the ftares to aban
don their I ndian commerce, they would next 
exclude them from that of Spain and Portugal, 

VeL. I. Z m 
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in the hope.~ th:l by thus reducing their naval 

power, thl.:Y might again compel them to fub· 
mit to the.r an hori!j. The ftates might judge 

of how much importance the trade of India was 

to the Spaniards; £i"om the eagernefs whKh they 

difcovered to prevent any other nation from 

partaking in it; but it was of ftill g.reater im

portance to the people of the United Provinces,. 

who depended almoft entirely upon that trade 
for their fubfiflence1 and, witt.out the refources 

which they derived from it, would be utterly 

tmable to maintain their liberty and indepen

.. ienee. Nor was it ifltereft oaly which the 

flates woulJ facrifice, by granting the rcqueft 

of,the Spanifh commiflioners, but likewife their 

"ntegrity and honour; fince alliances had been 
formed with the Indian princes,. and fome of 

thefe princesy trufting to the proteCtio~ of the 
company, aCting by the authority of the ftates, 
had Ihaken off the yoke of the Spaniards,. and 

thereby expofed themfdves to their fevereft 
vengeance, if, by any article in the prefenc 
treaty, the company were to be prevented £I'om 
ful filli ng thej.r engagements. 

THE ftates were more than ever determined, 
hy thefe confiderations, to rejetl: (he requeft of 

rh r: Spanifh commifIioners ; but, that they 

might afFonJ fame proof of the fincerity of 
their 
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their defire o( peace, they gave theni their n 0 0 K 

choice of the three following propofals. The Ill. '"' 

firft, that, conformably to the ordinary: tenor I608. 

of treaties of peace, both parties fhould equally 

enjoy the liherty of commerce by fea and land. 

The fecond, that the United Provinces fhould 

abftain from all commerce wiEh countries un-

der the government of Spain, on this fide of 

the northern tropicj while, on the other fide, 
all matters fhould remain on their prefent foot-

ing; the ftates being fatisfied that peace fhould 
take place on this fide, while hoftilitiesj if un..; 

avoidable, might continue on the other. And 

the third, that Spain fhould give no molefta .. 
tion to the Dutch in India for feven years; be-

fore the expiration of which anew treaty1hould 

be fet on foot, in order to devife forne proper 

means of accommodation. The Spanifh com

miffioners replied, thllt they were n..:t poffeffed 

of power to agree to any of thefe propbfals. 

They knew that the king of Spain had re-

n unced his fovereignty over the provinces, ill 
the hopes of their ,confenting entirely to defift 

from the Indian trade; but they fhould appoint 

one of their number to go to Madrid for new 

infrruCtions. The Francifcan Was accordingly 

difpatched for that purport::; :llld, in the mean 

time, the commifiiollers prooeeded co take fame 
of the other points in qudtion under their con· 

Uderation. 
Z 2 THE 
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THE Dutch having, from the beginning, 

fufpected, on account of t:h~ mention of reli
gion in the kingfs ferond ratlficationT that it 
was intended to propofe fom~ change in their 
eftablithed religion, required or" the Spanifu 
comn1iffioners to declare whether they had re
ceived any inftruCtions on that head, and what 
their inftructions were. The commiffioners ac
knowledged that they were indeed inftructed to 
make a propofal to the ftates with regard to re

ligion i but added, that they could not enter 
on the difcuffion of this article till feveral others 
had been difcuifed. Of all the articles they 
knew, there was none In which the king and 
!he dul-.e of Lerma were fo deeply interefted; 
but [mce their arrival in Holland, they had 
come to be perfuaded, from private informa
t ion, that no propofal which they were em
powered to make on this fubjeCl: would be 
lift:ened to by the ftates. They were likewife 

afraid that the difcuffion of a point of fo deli
cate a nature, on which the paffions of the 
Dutch would be fo eaftly inflamed, might oc
caftan a fudden di1folution of the conferences; 
and from the feqtiel, it is probable that they 
had fent the Francifcan to MadridJ as much for 
the purpoft: of founding the inclinations of the 
court, and knowing their ultimate refolmion on 
this head, as on that of the Indian commerce. , 

Although 
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Although ~bt:y were repeatedly urged, thc:r.e

(ore" by the D Lltch to declare what they were 
infrr:uaed ro propofe with regard to religion, 
they as often declined complying with their 
requefr. and inftfted that it was better previ
ouny ro examine [he other quefrions ill difput~. 

ONE of thefe rela~ed to .the duties ,,'hich, 

during the war, had been laid b¥ the Dutch 
on ail. goocis imported by the Scheid to Apt
werp, The archdukes commiffioners infifted 
that all thofe duties 010uld be taken off: nor 
were thofC! of the frates unwilling to aboliIh 
fucD .of them as had been impofed in confider~ 

ation of the: war; but thA:y required that the 
fame duties fhould frill be paid by the [ubjects 

of the archdukes aRd the ,king of Spain ~& 

were eXOlcced from the fubjects of the frates, to 
enable thl!m to defray the expences of the 

fortifications en ~e banks of the Scheld, and 

of the !hIps of war that were necefrary for the 
protection of thejr commerce. This was the 
prerext which they employed, although it is 
probable they were chiefly actuated by tlN'it, 
dread left the trade of Antwerp ihould be re· 
'Vived~ to the prejudice of that of their OWIl 

(:ornmcr<:ial towes in the maritime provinces. 

ANOT~ER point whic.h engaged the atten-;
tio~ Q.f the commifT:oners, regarded the mu;-

Z J t!Jal 
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tual exchange of thofe towns and diftriCts 

which the contending powers had acquired by 
conqueft from one another. The ftates "" .. ere 
at this time in poffeffion of Sluys, and the i1l6 
of Cadfaflt in Flanders, and of Breda, Bergen 

op Zoom, anq Gertrudenberg, il'l Brabant; all 

of which place::s were of the f.rfr importance~ 
on account of the jr fituation and ftrength. The 

Sp:mifh commiflioners, however, propofi d and 
urged that thefe:: places ihould be given to the 
archdukes, who were fovereigns of the pro
vinces in which they lay, and that the ftates l 

in compenfatlon for them, fhould accept of 

Oldenfeel, Groll, and Lingen. But the Dutch 

commiffioncrs rejeaed this propofal with great 
difdain, alledging that the towns poffdfec1 by the 
{lates were of illfinitely gl eate r values than thofe 

which \Ver~ offered in exchange for them ~ 
pnd dec1anng, that as no conceffions which the 
archdukes could make were a fufficient egui

yalent, both par ties, agreeably to what rhe 

archduke had propofed ip the begin ning of 

this r.egoci.:tion, p10uld retain what was at pre-:

fent in their pofftffion! 

Tbt p'o~ 
pert y of 
lOdividt:als 
r dlor<d hy 
rIle tr~" t y 
fur pe~,,~: 

A THIRD queftion re1flted to the ~oundaries 
between the dominions of the fiates and thofe 

of the archdukes; a fOUith, to the refritution 

of the effe~s belonging to indlVidl,lals whic~ 
. P!lq 
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had been confiJcated; and, beG l:!s thefe, there 

were {everal other matters treated of, conc .. rn

ing which the oppofite parties contended witb 
great warmth, and difcoven:d a widt: divcrficy 

of fc'ntiment. 

MANY weeks paft in fruith:fs altercation. 

The parties (eemec.l to be mor~ tha n ever ex

afperated againft each othe!"; anJ tI e d ifEcul

ti cs which p revented them ~'om comin3 to an 

agreement feemed daily to incrcafe. 

THE Dutch were extremely renacictls of 

thei r claims, and the archdukes comnliffioners 

ofcen complai'1ed of this obfl.1I1acy to tht: 

Englifh an~l French ambaffadors ; but tbei r 

COndlla W:lS, at the fame time, CKplic it and 
lll1difguifed ; and, from the commencement or 
the nt'goc iation, they h7ld openly en.laml, 
that, whatever conctffiom they might be in 
duced to make in other matters, t!Je re were 

cwo poines, religion and the nade to India, on 

which no fuch concemon WJ~ to be expecred 

as the Spaniards were likely to requile. 

To procure fome new infl:ruftions with re

gard to thefe important articles, had, as al 

ready mentioned, been the purpofe fo r which 
che Francifcan had been fent to Madrid. The 

time fixed for his return was expilcd, and no 
Z 4 f.lei) 
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f'ati~faC1ory account .of his delay 'Yas given by 

th~ archdukes commiffioners, who ftudioufiy 
avoided all djfcourle c,oncer~ing him, and 
maintained an obftinate filence with re~ar~ to 
his fuccefs. 

THE Dutch were ~xceedingly drtgufted a~ 

this behav!our: they knew not to what caufe 
it could be afcribed: they were nct without , .. <'0 . . ' , 

fufpicion o! (cm~ infidious d~!ign j and they 
at length rdolved, that either the archduke's 

flmbaffadors 1?ould g~ve t~ef!l fatisfaP.ion con
cerning the caufe of N ey's delay, or that the 
~reaty fuo~lj i!?~antlr b¢ ~rol~en .of!: " 
, , , 

HAVING accordingly, in moft pere~ptory 
~erms, requir~~ ~o know what ~vas the ~ltimaie 
determination of the king .of Spain ~ith regw1 
t.o the Indian trade, th~ ambafradors, thinking 

it l~nnece~ra~y any longer to co~~ea~ 'w~at 'they 
k new, r~plied" ~ th~t l'! ey hlld flO~ beep able t~ 
'obtam a more favourable anfwer to his appli-" .. ... . , 

cation tpan ~his, ~hat th,e ~<.i ng, from his arden,t 

defire of reftoring peace to his dominions, was 

frill ready to renounce his claim of fov~reignty 
over tbe provinces in the form propofed j b t, 

in ret~lrn for fo great a facrifice, required that 

... Bcnti.voglio~ Grotius, &c. M~~ren, !iv. xxx. folio 
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the frates 1hould -abltain from aU commerce to BOO Ie 

the Indies, and permit the exercife of the Ca
tholic religion throughout the who1!! extent of 
their dominions. 

Or this declaration the deputies of the frates 
gave immediate information to the ftates-ge
neral, and the Engliili and French ambaffa
dors~ James, having latdy entered into that 
defenfive alliance with the fiates which he had 
formerly dedined, and Henry, befid~s con
cluding fuch an alliance, havin empowerd· 
J eannin to acquaint them, that, cafe rhe pre
tent treaty were not broken off without his 
confent, he had reCoIyed to affift them in the 
profecution of the war j both there princes 
wer~ \V,ell eRtitled to be confulted on the pre
fent occaGon. Henry could not decently have 
neglefred the opportunity whi<;h was pr.e
fented to him, of interpofing in behalf of the 
religion which he profeffed, and therefore he 
had inftruB:ed J eannin to advife the frates, if 
pomble, to grant to their Catholic fubjetts the 
~ndulgence which Philip had demanded for 
them j but he did not infiCl: on their compli
ance with his advice: he was fenfible that this 
indulgence might endanger their internal peace, 

. .. Negotiations de Jeannin, to 
JnftruCtion au MCilfieur J eannin~ 
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efpeclally if it was granted at the requefl of the 

king of Spain; and therefore k fi: them at liberty 
to determine, both with regard to religion and 

their Indian trade, whether any conceffion 

could be made confUl:.ently with their intereft 

and fecuri ty. 

THE {tates themfelves unanil1 pt111ythought 

that there was no room for hefitation on the 

fubjeCt. With the confent of J eannin, as well as 

of the Englifh ambaffadors, they rejeCted the 
conditions that,were propared; and, at the next 

meeting wit! e archdukes commiffioners, it 
was declared by thoie of the frates, that they 

confide red the infifring upon thefe conditions as 

a violation of the promife which had been made 

of treating with them as with a free people; 
that they could not confider the conduCt of 
Spain as confii1:ent, fair, or candid, and were 
therefore determined to bre:ll{ off the prefent 

~reaty j and, without fuffer ing themfel yes to b<! 
any longer deceived, to refume the profecu. 

tion of the war·. 

Tin: l1at cs feem to have received fufficient 

provoc:ltion on this occaflOn for the refe-ntment 
with which they were inflamed j but, from a 

letter of the preIidcnt J eann!n's to the kir:,g 

.,. Mcteren, liv .. xxx. folio 65':), &c. 

of 
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1:)[ France, it appears that it was not the court 
of pain fa much as the archduk s commimon~ 
.ers, of whom they had reafon to complain. 
For Philip, it appears tfrotn this • letter, had, 
from the beginning of the negotiation, de
clared that he would never conrc:nt to renounce 
his fovereignty, but on the c cndition t!lat the 
free exercife of the Catholic religion {houlci be 
eftablifhed in all t he prell inees; and he had 

charged the commiffioners to open the con
ferences, by acquainting them that th is was his 
unalterable refolurion. But the commiffioners 
had thought it expedient to hange th t: urder 
of their inftr1.lctions, and to begin with an ac
kncwledgment of the fi-eedom of the flates, 
hoping tim eby to render them more obfe
q.ujollS in other articles; and afterwards, when 

both parties were in better humour with each 
other, to obtain from Philip fom e relaxation 
in his demand with regard to the Catholic re
ligien *. 

THIS information was communicated to the 
deputies of the flates, and afterwards to the ftates 
general, with an intention to footh their rerent
ment; but it ferved rather to turn it into a~ .. 
other channel, by direCting it againft the arch
Qukes commiffioners, inft:ead of the court of 

it Negotiations de Jean~, tom. ii. P.403. 404. 

Spaint 

, 3<4-7 

BOOK. 
Ill. 



JI .o OK 
m. .. 

"GoS. 

HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

Spain.. And it likewife fervecl to rivet their 
conviCtion. that no folid peace coul~ ever be 
obtained from that court, whore big<>try was 

the fame in the pre[ent as it had been in the 
former reign, without a .conceffion on their 
part, which they deemed to be no Jefs con

trary to good policy than 'it was: inconfiftent 
with fineerity .in their profc:ffion of the P ro
teftant faith. They wt:re confirmed, therefore, 
in this refolution of declining to proceed iny 
farther in the tT'eaty, and feem to ha.ve facisfied 
the Eoglifh and fren~h ambalradors, that they 

J,lad fufficient motives to juftify their conduce. 

THESE ambaffadors, however, frill believed 

it to be praetiqblt to refrore tranquiltity to the 

V nited ):>royinces # although not by a perpe:' 

itl:l! peace, .yet by a long truce ~w~en the 
contending powers. 'rhe obft.ad~s t.O the efta
blifhment of peace had chiefly arifen from the 
pride and bigotry of the court of Spain j but 
thefe obftacles, they thought, m ight be more 
eafily furmounred in attempting to conclude a 
tr~~~ th.an a peace, becaufe, if only a truce 
were conclude9. that .cour~ mj$ht flatter them
fdyes with tbe hopes, that, at the expiration 
Df it, they might recover their conceffion!, 
and accomplifh the feveral objeCts in which 
~ey \yej."~ ro deeply jnterefted; be fides that, 

. t~er~ 
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there was ground to fufpet1:, . that, from th~ 
b~ginning of the negociation, i; was a truce, 
and not a perpetual peace, that was intended 

, by the Spanifll minilh:rs . 

. THE prefident J eannin, having previouOy 
concerted with the Englifu amba!fadors certain 

preliminary articles, without which he k.ne~ 
that all farther treaty muft prove abortive, re
quefted an audience of the !tates, and, being 
admitted into their a!fembly, after expreJrmg 
the concern .of the French and Englifu mo
narchs, on account of the unfuccefsful ilfue of 
the late conferences, he added. that thef~ 

princes, being deeply imprelfed with a con
viCtion of the neceffity of putting a period to 
the war, had, in cafe it fhould be found im
praB:icable to eftablifh a lafting peace, com
manded their amba!fadors to recommend to 
the ftates a truce of feveral y~ars, provid ed 
that fuch a truce could be obtained on ad van
tageous and honourable terms. For, in re
commending this rneafure, he fubjoined, it is 

-by a regard for the true intereft and honour of 
the provinces, that the French and Britifu 

. kings are prompted, and therefore they exhort 
you to adopt it only on the following-condi
dons: firft, that the king of Spain and the 
~rchdukes ilia!} treat with you as with a free -

people, 
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peoplr, over WhO:1'1 they pretend to no autho. 
rity; fecondly, that ouring the t:~uce, you 
fhall enjoy a rree- commerce -both in Europe 
and in the Indies; and, thirdly, that 'ou !hali 
retain all the towns and territories which ate' 
at prefent in your poffeffion. 

DURING this truce you will have leifure-to 
reCtify the diforders which have fprung up 
during the continuance of the war, to pay your 
debts, to reform your government, to extend 
your trade; and, jf you ftudy to maintain 1n.: 
teroal union and tranquillity, this truce, it is 
probable, wiJ.i terminate in a lafting peace, by 
which the · advantages you have obtained v/lll 
be perpetuated and fecured-: whereas, if 1I.t 

this time the 'w were to be renewed, we fore

fee innumerable difficulties to which you w!ll 
be expofed ; and perceive, that, in order to 
infure fuccefs, your friends muft be much more 
liberal in their affiftance than is convenient for 
them in the prefent firuation of their affairs. 

You are diffatisfied with the condua of 
your adverfaries j but let not your refentment 
prevent you from hftening to the counfel of 
your frIends. I t is our intention to offer them 
the fame counfd j and, if t11ey refufe to follO\v 
ir, to acquaint them thac ' the kings of F rance 
and Britain are determined to glVe you every 

2 proof 
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ptoof of faithful friendOlip in their power. 
But in return for this, thefe princes expect that 
yot! wi' l not, by your obfrinacy, engage them 
in a war to which they are utterly averfe, and 
for which, if this truce can be accomplifued, 

there is no necdIiry. 

I T will be difficult, we I'now, to obtain the 
confent of the Catholic king to the preliminary 
articles; but, if tI at prince fhall be found 

equally uncomplying and intracticable1 as you 
have hitherto experienced, and the treaty for a 
(mee, like that for peace, !hall, through his 
fault, prove abortive, you will be jufrified for 
again having recourfe to arms; and the princes 
too, whom we reprefent will be jufrified for re
fo lving to exert themfelves with greater vigour 

in you r behalf -. 

To this propo(al the frates-general made no 

immediate reply, but that they would fubmit 
it to the confideration of the frates of the parti
cular provinces. 

I T was Coon arret communicated to the mar
quis of Spinola, and me rdt of the archdukes 
commiffioners, by whom it was received witn 
all rhe f< lisfaEtion whic might be expected 

~ ~ • Jean. ii. ,p:z. 
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BOO K from their well known averfion to the contin~ 

III. 
ance of the war. But although they acknow~ 
ledged how much pleafure it wou1d giv~ 

them, if any means of an accommodation could 
be devifed, they dreaded that the archdukes 
would be unable to perfuade the court of 
Spain to agree to the preliminary articles; 
and, for this reafon, they laboured to perfuade 
J eannin to omit the two firft articles alto· 
gether, and to attempt to condude a truce 
without any other condition than that both 
parties fhould retain what they poffe1Ted. It 
had been with the utmofi: reluCtancel thty re
.prefented, that the k.ing of Spain had formerly 
confented to acknowledge the independence of 
the ftates, even when he expected thereby to 
.gain fome conceffion from them in favour of 
·the Catholic religion; and to exclude them 
£i'om the Indian trade, had been his principal 
nlotive for defiring to put a period to the war. 
To procure his confent, therefore, either to the 
firfi: or to the fecond of the preliminary arti
cles, would be attended with difficulties which, 
there was ground to apprehend, would be 
found infuperable; and no other ag~ert1ent 
was likely to be obtained than a ceffation of 
hoftilities, or a truce in the common form, 
during which both parties fhould retain what 
was at prc:fent in their poffdfion. 

JEANNIN 
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jBANNIN was fenfible of the truth of this 
reprefentation, and forefaw the difficulties 

which the archdukes mull encounter, if they 
liftened to his propofal j but, bdides that thefe 
princes were, above all things, folicitous to be 
delivered trom a ruiOGus war, which filled 
their minds with perpetual difquietude, and 
would employ all their influence to overcome 
the pride and obftinacy 'Of the court of Spain; 
he knew that the Spaniards were at prefent ex
tremely ill prepared for the retommencement 
of hoftilities, and hoped that on this ccount 
thc:y mieht be induced to agree to terms, which, 
on another occafion, they would have rejected 
with difdain. 

HE would hot, therefore, have been il'lclin
eel to withdraw the preliminary articles, even 
although he hll.d found himfelf at liberty; 
but they were a part (he (aid) of the arch ... 
dukes commiffioners propofal to the ftates) 
and the honour both of the French and Englifh 
monarchs. in whofe name this propofal had 
been made, was now pledged either to procure 
the acceptance of them by the archdukes and 
king of Spain, or to furnifu the ftates with 
fuch affiftance as might be neceifary for the 
profecution of the war. This declaration he 
made to the archd kes commiffioners in the 
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moft explicit terms; and added, that while it 
might be difficult to obtain the king of Spain's 
affent to the propofed conditions, it was ex
tremely doubtful whether thefe conditions 
were fuch as would fatisfy the people of the 
U nited Province~ ; but the commiffioners 
might firmly 1:>elieve that nothing lefs. than 
was contained in the preliminary articles would 
give f; tisfaCtion either to them or to their 

friends. 

OF the truth of t lis affertion, as far as it 
regarded the confederates, there was immediatt) 
proof in the difficulty which J eannin encoun
tered in perfuading them to agree to his pro
pofal. The greater part of the deputies of the 
particular provinces, 'being fincerely folicitous 
for the eftabliihment of peace, were fatisued 
with the preliminal y articles, and gave their 
opinion that the truce', with the conditions 
contained in thefe articles, ought not to be rc
fufed. But there were many, who, whether 
from motives of private intereft, or a regard 
to the public fafety, being defirous of a con'ti
nuance of the war, maintained that no agree
ment whatever !bould be made, but on condi
tion that the archdukes, and the king of Spajn~ 
fhould grant the fame folemn acknowledgment 
of the liberty and independence of the !tares., 
to which they had formerly confente~ in 

6 treating 
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treating for a perpetual peace, including an ex
plicit renunciation for ever of all their claims 
of auth rity over the United provinc;s. 

T HE former of thefe parties was headed by 
Ihrnevelc, fupported by the French and Eng
glifh ambaffadors; and the latter by prince 

Maurice, whofe opinion was efpoufed not only 
by the whole province of Zealand, over which 
his authority was almoft without conrroul, but 
by the deputie~ of Amfterdam, and thofe of 
feveral other cities in the province of Holland. 

THE fanner endeavoured to perfuade.the lat
ter, that it was unreafonable to expeCt the fame 

liberal conceffions from the enemy, in the cafe 
of a truce, as where a perpetual peace was to 
be eft~blifhed; and that, while the ftates were 
confcious of being free and able to maintain 
[1 eir liberty, It was of no irnportance whether 

the Spaniards fhould acknowledge, or refu[e 
to ~cknowledge, their independence; for it 
was fufficient for every valuable purpofe which 
they could have in view, ·ifthe Spaniards would 
treat with them as with a free people, and con
clude an agreement upon equitable terms. 

BUT thefe confiderations had no weight with 
prince Maurice or his partizan. They wen: 
averfe to the truce on other accounts befides 
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their objection to the declaratory claufe, an~ 
laboured to convince their countrymen that t 

'trllcr, on whatever terms, at the prefeht period, 
though it might be neceffary for Spain, muft 
prove pern~dous and dangerous to the Dutch 
republic. fhey omitted no opportunity of in· 
tulcating their opinion, whether in public af
emblies or ih private focieties, and publifhed 
innumerable letters and pamphlets, which be
ing univerfally perufed, became the fubject of 
difcourfe in every company. Of thefe writings 
fome were of the moft inflammatory kind, in
tended to inftill fufpicions into the minds 
of the people, that Barnevelt and his friends; 
unable to refift the allurement of Peruvian 
gold, had fold their country to the Spaniards; 
hnd even the French and Britilh monarchs, it 
was infinuated, by fo earndHy recommending 
the truce, intended rather to ferve the court of 
Spain than the tJ nited Provinces. Their fuf. 
picions on this head were heightened by the ar
riv~l at Par; "nd London of two amhaLradors; 
who Had!: :'C\' rent on their prefent embaffy by 
the Spanilh minil1ers, though under a different 

pretext, yet probably with no other view than 
to procure the good offices of James and Henry 
in the prefent negotiat~on in the N etherlands. 

o pains were [pared by the French and 
Englifl1 ambaffadors at the Hague, to con'(7ince 

[he 
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the Dutch that their apprehenfions were with

out foundation. Above all the reft, J eannin 
laboured affid ouOy for this end; and by giv
ing the deputies of the {{ates the ftroogeft af
furanc~ that his mafter's friend £hip was invi
olable, and that nothing could be more remote 
from his intention than to enter into an alli
ance with Spain to the prejudjc<! of their repub
lic, he feems, with ref$ard to this matter, in 
which they w~re fo deeply interefted, to have 
fet ~heir' minds at eafe. 

THE averfion, however, of a great fll1ll1ber 
of them to the truce, and their aoimoGty 
againft [\Jch of their eountrymen as promoted 
it, were as ftrong as ever, Their refentmcm 
was principally direCted againft Barnevelt, 
who, by his eloquence and add refS, his great 
abilities, and long experience, had acquired 
an entire afcendant over moft of the deputies: 
h,e appears, however, to have been too fenfibly 
affeCted on this occafion by the odium to which 
he found himfelf expofed. Having one "day 
bitterly complained, in an affembly of the 
frates, of the cruel treatment which he re
ceived in the libels daily publi£hed on the fub
jeCt of the pre[ent cootroverfy, he appealed to 
the deputies, whether he had given juft ground 
for fuch' injurious imputations as had beeo caft 
upon him; and then left the aifembl.v with a 
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