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200K refolution to retire from public life. But he

16c8.

foon recovered his tranquillity; and, at the
earneft defire of the ftates, he returned to the
affembly, and afterwards continued to apply
himfelf to the conduét of public affairs with
the fame indefatigable attention as before *.

It would be injurious to the character of
prince Maurice to fuppofe that he would de-
mean himfelf fo far as to be concerned in thofe
anonymous pamphlets and incendiary letters,
replete with threats againft Barnevelt and his
adherents, which were publifhed on this occa-
fion. He tock no pains to conceal his refent-
ment, and openly inveighed againit their con-
duct, as being calculated to involve the pro-
vinces in ruin. Having vifited feveral of the
towns in Holland, he laboured to bring over
the deputies to his opinion, and with the fame
intention he wrote a circular letter to all the
other towns in the province.

‘WaaT he faid and wrote on this occafion
was principally intended to infpire the deputies
with miftruft of the archdukes and the court of
Spain, whofe conduét, in the prefent negoti-
ation, he faid, had been inconfiftent with their
profeflions in the beginning, and who could

* Grotius, &c, lib, xvi.

not -
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not have any reafon for declining to grant the 30 o K
moft explicit renunciation of their right of i
fovereignty over the provinces, but that they T
fecretly defigned to affert that right whena

more convenient feafon fhould arrive. ‘

Trey would obferve the truce only fo long
as they found it neceffary for retrieving the -
ruinous condition of their affairs; and mean
while, the people of the United Provinces, de-
ceived by a falfe appearance of tranquillity,
would not only quit their arms, but would
lofe their military fpirit, and be induced to
agree to whatever terms fhould be prefcribed
to them, rather than again expofe themfclves
to the dangers or inconveniencies of war.

THE Spaniards, it was evident, being utterly
averfe to a perpetual peace, hoped to be able,
during the truce, to apply fome effectual re-
medies to the diforders which prevailed in
their finances; whereas the ftates, having fo
great a number of frontier towas, where nu-
merous garrifons muft be maintained, would
have nearly the fame expences to defray as
during the continuance of the war. It would,
however, be infinitely more difficult, after
their apprehenfions of immediate danger were
removed, to perfuade the people to pay the

Aag taxes
\



TR e - ST

sbo HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF

B o ok taxes which it would be neceflary to impofe;
i and the enemy would, at the fame time, prac-
#68.  tife on their fidelity, and fow the feeds of dif-

cord among the different towns or provinces,
of which they would not fail to avail them-
felves, without thinking it incumbent on them
to delay hoftilities till the expiration of the
truce,

As this reafoning of prince Maurice coin-
cided with the prejudices which the Durch
had for many years entertained againft the
Spaniards, it made a ftrong impreffion on the
minds of many of the dcpunes ; nor was it con-
fidered either by Barnevelt or Jeannin as fri-
volous. On the contrary, they treated it with
the refpe¢t which was due to the perfon by
whom it was employed, although they, at the
fame time, laboured affiduoufly to fhow that
the arguments on their fide had greater weight;
and Jeannin, in his own name and that of the

M j’:‘ﬂ?: other ambafiadors, prefented a memorial to

prefenced  the ftates, of the following purport, intended
ted P oY)
g;:_“ to remove the objections that were urged by

Maurice and his adherents,

“ THE princes whom we reprefent being
deeply interefted in your profperity, and be-
lieving the truce propofed, to be neceflary, in
the prcfcnt fituation of your affairs, are there-

fore
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fore much concerned to obferve the oppofition B o o x

which it meets with from fo'many refpeétable
members of your ftate.

“ You ought not, they allege, to be fatis-
fied that the archdukes and the king of Spain
are willing to treat with you as with a free
people, over whom they pretend to no autho-
rity, but you ought to require a declaration
that they will confider you in this light for
ever afterwards, as well as during the conti-
nuance of the truce.

« Bur in the opinion of the princes, our
fovereigns, your liberty is equally well fecured
by the former of thefe declarations as by the
latter; becaufe the former, not being limited
to any particular time, but expreffed in terms
that are general and indefinite, it muft be un-
derftood by all the world in the fame fenfe as
if the words “ for ever” were fubjoined. Be-
fides this confideration, it is not of the king of
Spain and the archdukes that you are to hold
your liberty. You have long maintained that
you are already free, having afferted your li-
b:rty by a public folemn deed, founded upon
reafon and necefity, and bravely defended it
for many years againft your oppreflors, by the
foice of arms. - You ought, therefore, to reft
fatisfied with that fimple acknowlegement of

1t,
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BOOK it, which is iraplied in the declaration,.of be-
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ing ready to treat with you as with a free

“people. , You would be fatisfied with.fuch an

acknowlegement from any neutral or friendly
power. You have equal reafon to be fatisfied
when it is made by the archdukes and the king
of Spain. And you ought not, with fo much
folicitude, to require thefe princes to be more
explicit, in declaring you to be free, left you
be confidered as thereby tacitly confefling that
ftill they have a right to your obedience,

“ Bur, even allowing that the king of
Spain fhould not think himfelf excluded by
the form of words made choice of from his
claim of fovereignty, will he call you before a
court of juftice, do you fuppofe, in order to
have his rights examined by the rules of law ?
It is not in this manner that fovereigns affert
their claims ; it is only to the fword that they
appeal : and if you be able when the truce
expires, to maintain your liberty as you have
hitherto done againft the force of arms, you
will then, as well as now, with juftice defpife
your enemy’s pretenfions to dominion over
you. It will be fufficient then, as it is at pre-
fent, to find yourfclves in actual pofieflion of
your liberty. And, in whatever fenfe the
words of the truce may be underftood by the

king
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king of Spain, you ought to be fatisfied with 5o o x
the affurance which has been given you, and _ "™ _
which we now repeat, that, by the princes %698
whom we reprefent, whofe friendfhip you have

fo long experienced, and on whofe affiftance

-—

you may with confidence rely, thefe words are
confidered as a clear and unambiguous decla-
ration, that you are a free people, over whom
authority cannot ever be juftly pretended by
the king of Spain,

« It is farther objected by thofe who op-
pofe the truce, that it will afford leifure to the
catholic king to retrieve the ruinous condition
of his finances, and to profecute the war, after
the recommencement of hoftilities, with greater
vigour. Nor can it be denied, that if he was
to liften to the advice of wife and faithful
counfellors, it might be, in fome meafure, at-
tended with this effe¢t. But is it to be pre-
fumed that a young king, at the head of a
nation noted for reftlefs and inordinate am-
bition, with minifters inattentive to ceconomy,
when the exigencies of his affairs required it,
will be more attentive when his fituation ren-
ders it unnecefiary ? Is it not rather to be pre-
fumed that his treafure will, more than ever,
become a prey to the avarice or profufion of
his minifters ? that it will be more than ever

lavithed
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B ? ok lavithed on idle pomp and thow ; or that, by

¥608.

quarrelling with his neighbours, he fhall ere
long be engaged in fome ambitious and ex-
penfive enterprize ?

« It is from your republic, and not from
the king of Spain, that thofe prudent meafures
may be expeéted, which are neceffary to re-
pair the mifchiefs that have been occafioned
by the war : you are equally diftinguifhed for
your private and your public ceconomy ; and
you are not lefs diftinguithed for your in-
duftry, your ativity, and enterprize. With
thefe qualities, which you pofiefs in fo eminent
adegree, your trade muft every year be more
extended ; and, being carried on with {maller
rifks, and at lefs expence, the profits arifing
from it will be gredter than ever. You will
thereby be enabled to difcharge your public
debts, to relieve your people from the load of
taxes under which they groan, and, when the
truce expires, to profecute the war with lefs
dependence on your allies, and a greater pro-
bability of fuccefs.

« It will ftill, indeed, be neceffaiy for you
to maintain garrifons in the frontier towns,
and to retain a confiderable proportion of yeur

troops in pay, that, whcthcr the truce ‘be ob-

ferved
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ferved or violated, you may be always found s 0o X

in a proper pofture of defence.

« By at leaft the one half of your army may
be difbanded. Your trade will, in the mean
time, be carried on with much greater advantage
than hitherto, and all thofe lofles by fea and
by land avoided, which you have fo often re-
prefented to the kings, our mafters, as the
caufe why you were unable, of yourfelves, to
defray the neceffary expences of the war.

« Byt your enemies, it is alleged by the
oppofers of the truce, will have accefs, during
the continuance of it, to carry on their intrigues
among the people, to fow diffentions among
the towns and provinces, and to perfuade fome
of them perhaps to abandon the confederacy ;
while the people themfelves, delivered from
the apprehenfions of immediate danger, will

refufe to pay the taxes which the ftates fhall
find it neceflary to impofe.

« Wirn regard to thefe objections, as we
do not pretend to any certain forefight of fu-
surity, we will not affirm that they are entirely
deftitute of foundation. There is no ftate of
human fociety that is not {ubject to inconve-
amicncies and dangers; and ticie are dangers

attending

365
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attending peace as well as war: but the dan-
gers mentioned are fuch as, with prudent pre-
cautions, it is in your power to avoid. The ob-
je€tions founded on the apprehenfions of them
are equally applicable to a peace as toa truce;
and if they are fufficient to deter- you from
liftening to our propofal of a truce, they ought
to determine you to perfift in the profecution of
the war, till you have accomplifhed the utter
ruin of your enemy. But you are too wile to
propofe to youtfelves an object inadequate to
your ftrength. And, therefore, unlefs you
chufe to live in perpetual war, which muft
much fooner prove the ruin of your republec
than of the Spanith monarchy, you muft,
fooner or later, agree to bring the war toa
conclufion, either by a peace, or by a truce.
A peace on the terms which you require, is at
prefent unattainable ; and even although it
were in your power to precure - it, yet, in-the
opinion of many of your friends, a truce is
more defirable.  For it is a fort of medium
between peace and war, and it might prove
dangerous for you, before your political infti-
tutions have acquired that ftabiliy which time
alone can beftow, to pafs at once from the one
extreme to the other. It might occafion too
great a relaxation of the. vigour which you
have been fo long accuftomed to exert, and

' expofe
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your enemy. ___n_t‘_

16c

¢ But during the continuance of the truce,
you will look forward to the expiration of it.
By keeping your fortifications in repair, and
your troops under proper difcipline, joined to
a prudent adminiftration of your finances, you
will provide for that event ; and thus, when
the Spaniards fhall perceive that you are well
prepared for your defence, they will more
eafily agree to thofe equitable terms of peace,
which at this time their pride and their fenfe
of thame have determined them to reject.

« Tuz example of the Swifs cantons, whofe
fortune {o nearly refembles your’s, ought to
engage you to liften to the counfel which we
offer. Like you, they had thrown off the yoke
of their oppreflors, and their arms had gene-
rally been attended with fuccefs; yet they
agreed to a truce, when propofed to them, on
much lefs advantageous terms than thofe which
you are gxhorted to accept ; and, during the
leifure which it afforded them, they put their
civil government and their military eftablith~
ments on fo refpetable a footing, as effeéta-
ally determined their ancient mafters to lay
afide the thoughts of a farther profecution of

* the
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the war. From the fame conduét it is likely
that you wiil derive the fame advantages. The
king of Spain will more eafily confent on equit-
able terms, to a truce than to a perpetual
peace, becaufe he may think that his dignity
will fuffer lefs from making temporary than
perpetual conceffions: but many circumftances,
it may be prefumed, will concur to deter him
from a renewal of hoftilities. His animofity
and refentment will be abated ; his ancient fo-
vereignty over you will be, in fome meafure,
obfolete and forgotten : having tafted the
feets of tranquillity, he will defire to preferve
it undifturbed : he will have experienced that
it is the intereft of his fubjetts at home, and
ftill more of thofe in the Indies and America,
to live at peace with you. And, as it will be
impoflible, unlefs you be greatly wanting to
yourfelves, but that, fome years hence, you
muft be pofiefled of greater refources than at
prefent, he muft perceive the danger of en-
gaging in war with you, after your power is
eftablifhed and confirmed; when he confiders,
that in the very infancy of your ftate, his moft
vigorous efforts to reduce you to obedience
were of no avail.

“ Wnat has been faid will be fufficient, it
is hoped, to evince that the objections againft
the
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the truce, which have been urged by itsop- nook
pofers, ought not to deter you from agrecing =
toit, in cafe the confent of the king of Spain %%
can be procured to the terms propofed. Thefe
objections indeed are urged by fome of the

moft refpectable members of the ftate, whofe

zeal for the profperity of the republic is un-
queftionable. But the wifeft men are fubjeck

to error. It may be true, that fome inconve-

niencies may arife from the truce; but it

fhould feem that much greater dre to be dread-

ed from a continuance of the war. And it

is a firft principle of prudence; of two evils to

make choice of the leaft.

« Berort we conclude this miemorial, it is
neceflary to remind you of two things; which de-
ferve your attention. Firft, thatit is not only the
counfel, but the earneft requeft of thofe princes,
to whom you have been chiefly indebted for
affiftance; that you fhould adopt the meafure
we have recommended: and, fecondly, that
fo favourable a concurrence of circumftances
as the prefent, for obtaining equitable terms of
accommodation, may never again occur. The
archdukes are princes on whofe fidelity you can
with fafety rely for the puntual performance
of their engagements: they are fond of peace ;
at their earneft intreaty, the king of Spain

Vor. 1, Bb hath
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3.0.0 X hath already made, and is flill likely to make,

ey

1608.

more ample conceffions than eould otherwife
have juitly been expected; and in condulting
the treaty propofed, you will have all the
afliitance that can be given you by two power-
ful monarchs, who confider your intereft as
their own *.”

Tris memorial did not immediately pro=
duce the defired effcét upon all the deputies.
Several of the towns in Holland, and the
whole province of Zealand, with prince Mau-
rice at their head, {till remained as averfe to the
truce as ever; and Maurice ftill eontinued to
employ his influence to confirm them in their
refolution of oppofing it. By his emiffaries and
his letters, he attempted to gain over the other
towns and provinces to his opinion. He fome-
times talked as if both the French and Britith
monarehs were purfuing their private intereft,
at the expence of the republic. He infinuat-
ed, that, unlefs they fhonld drop the propofal
of a truce, and immediately agree to affift the
itates more liberally than hitherto in profecut-
ing the war, the more diftant parts of the pro-
vinces ought 6 be abandoned, and the territo-
ries of the republic contracted within fuch

* Negociations de Jeannin, tom. iii. p. 9. Efcrit fait par
sibuficur Jeannin, au nom de tous les ambafladeurs, jour
triezieme Ocllobre, & mis és mains de meflieurs Les

Eftats.
NAIrow.
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narrow limits as might be defended by the B O 0K
forces which the Dutch themfelves, without —— —=
foreign affiftance, were able to fupport. He T
alledged; that no matter of {o great importance

as was at prefent under deliberation; could be

adbptcd, without the unanimous confent of all

the towns and provinces : and threatened, that

the province of Zealand, if forfaken by the

other provinces, would alone maintain the war

againft the Spaniards, till more ample con-

ceffions were obtained *:

Tue French monarch could not avoid feel-
ing fome refentment at his conduét, which he
confidered as equally wviolent and injurious:
But Henry’s candour would not fuffer him to
diveft himfelf of that efteem which he had
long entertained for the prince’s character;
nor to believe the fuggeftions of his enemies;
that he was actuated by fome finifter defign.
He fiill wrote to him as to a friend whom he
highly refpeted, fparing no pains, and ems
ploying every argument to engage him to
adopt his views,

Henry’s endeavours were well feconded by
Jeannin, who acted with the moft confummate
prudence, and carefully avoided giving any

* Jeannin, tom. iii.

Bb2 per-
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perfonal offence t prince Maurice, while he'
exerted himfelf with great altivity in counter-
aCting his defigns. By the ecloquerce and
addrefs of Barnevelt, joined to the influence
which he derived fromhis great experience, and
the high opinion which was juftly entertained
of his public fpirit and integrity, Amiterdam

and all the other towns in Holland were re-
conciled to the truce, on the terms propofed;

and not long after, prince Maurice and the
province of Zealand, with whom Jeannin and
the Englith ambafladors, affifted by deputies
fent thither by the other provinces, affiduoufly
employed all their influence, were perfuaded
to relinquifh their oppofition.

T ue archdukes were employing in the mean
time their interc{t at Madrid to obtain the con-
fent of Philip; who, from the beginning, had
difcovered no lefs reluctance to Jeannin’s pro-
pofal than prince Maurice or the province of
Zealand. Far from being averfe to a truce,
this prince was exceedingly defirous that it
thould take place, provided it could be con-
cluded on the ordinary condition of both par-
ties retaining what was at prefent in their pof-
feion. But to acknowledge the independence
of his rebellious fubjeéts, - and formally to
grant them his permuffion to carry on ‘their

trade
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trade in India, were conditions with which he

himfelf and many of his fubjects thought it
ignominicus to comply.

‘Tt archdukes endeavoured to convince
him, that in making thefe conceffions they
would do nothing mere than had been already
done in confenting to the fufpenfion of arms,
and that no more important confequences
could arife from it. They engaged to have
the article relative to the Indian trade ex-
prefied in fuch a manner, that it fhould not
materially affet the intereft or the trade of
Spain.

Trey reprefented, that the declaration fo
earneftly reqyired by the United States could
not do any prejudice to the king’s right of
fovereignty ; that it conld not remain in force
but while the truce fubfifted; and that the Hol-
landers would find it of no avail, after the
renewal of hoftilities, if his majefty’s arms
were crowned with vi&tory. They added, that
this was the opinion of the ambafladors of the
mediating powers, and likewife of many mem-
bers of the ftates of the revolted provinces,
who oppofed the truce on account of the in-
fignificancy of the claufe which contained the
declaration of their liberty.

Bbj Tuesg
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T uesE confiderations, urged by fuch power-
ful folicitors, had great weight with Philip,
who would have yielded his confent, provided
that fome conceffion cculd have been obtain-
ed in favour of the Catholic inhabitants of the
United Provinces. And he had fome ground,
he thought, to entertain the hope of being
able, in fome meafure, to accomplith this
objeét, in which he was more deeply interefted
than in any other, when he confidered that the
prince, who was the chief mediator in the pre-
fent negociation, was himfelf a Catholic. But
the archdukes having infor;med him, that Jean-
nin, whofe zeal for the Popifh faith was un-
queftionable, had declared that it would be in
vain to attempt to introduce any prepofal con-
cerning religion among the preliminary arti-
cles. *Philip doubted whether he could enter
with a good confcience into any treaty with
fuch determined heretics ; and therefore hefi-
tated, for fome time, whether he fhould not
utterly reject the three, whatever confequences
might follow,

In order to difpel his fcruples, the arch-
duke fent to Madrid his confeffor, Ignatio
Brizuela, a Spaniard of neble birth, eminently
diftinguifhed for his piety and virtue, and of
great experience in the affairs of the Nethes-
lands,

Brizurra -
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Brizuera knew well how to make im- Book

preflion on the timid, fuperftitious mind of
Philip, and judicioufly employed religion
itfelf as a motive, which fhould induce him to
comply with the archdukes requeft. If in the
courfe of the treaty, faid he, any indulgence
can be procured for the Catholic inhabitants,
the French ambafiador will exert his moft ftre-
"nuous endeavours in their behalf; but it is
neceflary, he added, even for the intereft of
religion, that the truce fhould be concluded,
left, confidering the difficulties under which
the archdukes muft labour in refuming the
war, inftead of re-eftablithing the Catholic
faith in the rebellious provinces, it fhall be
expofed to dunger in thofe which have been
brought back to their allegiance,

To this reafoning Philip liftened with great
attention, and feemed to be in a great meafure
{atisfied, that he ought not any longer to with-
hold his confent; but chofe, as ufual, before
he gave an explicit anfwer, to hear the opinion
of his favourite the duke of I.erma. The
duke had not, it fhould feem, as yet formed a
decifive refolution with regard to the part
which it would be moft prudent for him to act
on the prefent occafion. He had long experi-
enced the moft infurmountable difficulties in

Bb 4 furnih-
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Bo oK furnithing the neceflary expences of thc war ;
._‘l_ and he dreaded, if it were not fpeedily brought

3608,

to a conclufion, that fome great difafter might
happen in the Netherlands, which would not
be afcribed to the marquis of Spinola, whq
had fo often given the moft unqueftionable
proofs of military prudence and capacity, but
to him, by whom that general had been
difappointed in the fupplies and reinforce-
ments which had been promifed him. For
this reafon, and perhaps too, as was fufpected
by his contemporaries, from his jealoufy of
Spinola, who had rendered himfelf of fo great
importance as to rival him, or at lealt to
enjoy too large a fhare in the royal favour, he
had from the beginning been extremely in-
tent on the eftablithment of peace. Obferv-
ing, however, that both the pride of the
Spanith nation, and Philip’s fuperftition, were
alarmed by the conceflions demanded by the
ftates, he had not ventured to advife a compii-
ance with their requefts. But it would be
much eafier, he was perfuaded, to reconcile the
Spaniards to the truce than to a peace, as the
conceflions to be made in the former were not
to be perpetual ; and Philip’s religious feruples
being in a great meafure removed, by what
the confeflor had reprefented to him, he laid
afide that hefitation and referye with which' he
had

o
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-had hitherto aéted ; and uniting his influence
to that of Brizuela, and of feveralother Spanifh
ecclefiaftics, who were devoted to his intereft,
he foon perfuaded Philip to grant his ratifica-
tion of the preliminary articles, - It was im-
mediately tranfmitted to the archdukes, ac-
companied with a recommendaticn to avoid,
if poflible, the confenting o an exprefs per-
miflion of the Indian trade; and, if pofiible,
likewife to procure fome indulgence for the
Popith inhabitants in the United Provinces *,

During the confeflor’s ftay at Madrid, the
French and Englith ambaffadors were employ-
ed in preparing at the Hague the feveral arti-
cles of the treaty. And as the archduke’s com-
miflioners had fome months before, at the de-
fire of the ftates, who dreaded their fecret
practices amopg the deputies, returned to
Bruffels, the negociations between the media-
tors and them had hitherto been carried on by
letters,

BuT as this method of conducting the treaty
was attended with the moft tediousdelays, Jean-
nin, in his own name; and that of the other am-

# Bentivoglio paflim. Negociations de Jeannin, tom. iii,
P: 233, 224. & 329, 330. Grotius, Winwood, vol. ii.
P- 338. 100, &c. Jeanin, tom, iii. p. 10. &tom. ii.p. 335,

baffadors,

Philip rati.
fies the pree
liminary
articles.
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bafladors, propofed to the archdukes that they
fhould fend their commiffioners to meet with
them at Antwerp. This propofal was readily
complied with, and both parties arrived in that
place in the beginning of February 1609.

Tue ambafladors had brought with them a
copy of the articles of the truce, of which
they had obtained the approbation of the
ftates : and they had engaged, that unlefs the
archdukes commiffioners fhould adopt it with
out any material alteration, within eight days
afier their arrival in Antwerp, they fhould
break off the conferences, and decline all fur-
ther negociation on the fubjet. Both the arch-
dukes and Spaniards, they knew, were at pre-
fent utterly unprepared for the renewal of the
war, and nothing, they believed, would con-
tribute fo much to quicken their refolutions,
as the dread of its being inftantly renewed.

But when the refolution of the ftates was
communicated to the Spanifh or archdukes
eommiffioners, they complained that their
mafters were rather ufed unhandfomely, and
reprefented that the time allowed was too fhort
for the difpatch of bufinefs of fo great im-

ortance. The ambafladors were fenfible of
the truth of what they faid, and obtained the
confent
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confent of the ftates to prolong the time; ro%x
after which both parties began ferioufly to P
apply themfelves to the difcuffion of the fe- ™%

veral articles of the treaty.

Acainst the fundamental article, which re-
garded the liberty and independence of the
revolted provinces, the commiffioners offered
no objection, except to the title afflumed in it
by the ftates, of High and Mighty Lords,
which they fo obftinately oppofed, that inftead
of the terms high and mighty, the ambaffadors
were obliged to fubftitute the word illuftrious.
An article refating to contributions, amount-
ing yearly to 300,000 crowns, which had been
paid to the Dutch by the inhabitants of the
open country in Brabant, in order to procure
an exemption from being plundered, was the
occafion of much altercation. The ftates very
unreafonably required that thefe contributions
fhould be continued duriug the truce. But the
mediators, having reprefented to them the in-
juftice of this requeft, and that the levying of
contributions was equivalent to a continuance
of hoftilities, they at length confented that the
article thould be expunged; and in return for
this conceffion, the archdukes agreed to yield
to them fome extenfive diftriéts adjoining to
Bcrgcri-op-zoom, Breda, and other placcs, in

the
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the poffeffion of the ftates, upon cendition that
fuch of the inhabitants of thefe diftricts as
were Catholics fhould be indulged in the free
exercife of their religion.

A propofal was made for a mutual exchange
of towns, which the contending ' parties had
lately conquered from each other; but as the
conquefts of the Dutch had been much more
important than thofe of the archdukes, no ex-
pedient could be devifed, to which the former
thought it their intereft to agree: and for. this
reafon, it was at length determined that both
parties thould retain the towns at prefent in
their pofleflion. The Dutch were equally
averfe to another propofal, which was urged
with much earnefinefs by the Spanith com-
miflioners, that all thofe duties thould be abo-
lithed, which were exated in Zealand from
fhips entering the Scheld, in .their way to
Antwerp. They gave fome ground however
to expect that this matter might afterwards be
amicably adjufted: and the archdukes were
the more ealily perfuaded to drop their re-
queft, as they hoped to be able in the time of
peace to improve their pofts on the coaflt of
Flanders, and thereby to rival the Dutch in
thofe branches of commerce which they had-
engrofied during the fubfiftence of the war.

2 Bur
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Burt of all the articles of the prefent treaty, # W K
the moft difficult to be adjufted to the mutual :
fatisfaction of the parties, was that which Contey

"regarded the Indian trade. The archdukes g%
were aware, that unlefs the Dutch were grati- "
fied in this point, no accommodation whatever
could take place; nor were they or their fub-
jects perfonally interefted in refufing to com-
ply with their requeft. But being well ac-
quainted with the obftinate and abfurd relu&-
ance of the Spaniards againft making any con-
ceflion on this fubjet, they ftill fufpeted,
notwithftanding their fanguine hopes of the
fuccefs of Brizuela’s application, that the king
would never confent to ratify the truce, if this
conceflion were explicitly expreffed. They
were, for this reafon, extremely folicitous to
perfuade the French and Englith ambafiadors
to agree to fuch an indirect form of exprefiion,
as might not alarm the pride or prejudice of
the Spaniards, while it would admic of being
interpreted in favour of the Dutch. The am-
baffadors were not averfe to this expedient’;
and they afterwards prevailed upon the ftates
to confent to it, by giving them a declaration
in writing, that notwithftanding the generality
and obfcurity of the terms in which the article
was couched, they underftood it as containing

a full' permiffion *to the Dutch to carry on
their
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B o ok their trade in every part of India that was not
._,xi__ under the dominion of the erown of Spain
1L09.

and by engaging likewife in the name of the
kings whom they reprefented, to gunarantee -
this article relative to the Indian trade, as well
as all the other articles of the prefent treaty *,

Sucu were the principal points difcuflfed
between the archdukes commiffioners, and the
French and Englifh ambaffadors, in the con-
ferences that were held at Antwerp. Soon
after the confeflfor arrived at Bruffels with
Philip’s ratification of the preliminary articles ;
and nothing now remained but to fettie fome
matters of fmaller confequence, and to give
the treaty its juft form, in order to its being
figred by the contending powers.

1~ confequence of permiffion from the arch-
dukes, the Dutch commiffioners formerly men-
tioned, who had hitherto remained at the
Hague, repaired to Antwerp : and that no fo-
lemnity might be wanting to a deed of fo
great importance, an extraordinary affembly of
deputies from all the provinces and towns of
the union was fummoned to meet at Bergen-
op-zoom, where they might be at hand to ra-
tify the feveral articles of the treaty, as foon

* Bentivoglio. Grotius, lib, ult. &c.
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asthey fhouldbe digefted by the commiffioners
into proper form. As the confederates had
not for many years been engaged in any matter
" in which they were fo deeply interefted, there
were more than eight hundred deputies pre-
fent in this afflembly.

T ue commiffioners, together with the French
and Englih ambafladors, had meetings every
day in the Hotel de Ville of Antwerp; and
there was ftill confiderable diverfity of fenti-
ments among them with regard to certain ar-
ticles of the treaty, and particularly with re-
ipett to the time during which the truce fhould
fubfift. It was at length agreed, that it fhould
be concluded for twelve years from the pre-
fent period ; and as foon as this and the osher
points in difpute were fettled, and the treaty
drawn upin the ufual form, it was tranfmitted
to Bruflels and Bergen-op-zoom, to receive
the fanétion of the archdukes and of the ftates ;
and was finally concluded on the gth of April
1609.

IT confifted of eight and thirty articles; the
moft important of which were thofe which
have bcen already mentioned. The reft had
been prcpared by Barnevelt, and were equally

calculated to promote the fecurity and intereft
of

-
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of individuals and of the ftate*. No indivi-
duals had merited fo highly fremi the republic
as

* Among other articles it was ﬁialﬂatcd, that, during -
the continuance of the truce, all hoftilities thould ceafe by
feas, rivers, and land, between the [ubjeéts, .inhéﬁirants,
and perfons refident in the territories of the king of Spain
and thearchdukes, on the one hand, and the United States
on the other, without any exception of places or perfons
whatever.

That either party fliould retain fafe and entire poffeffion
of whatever provinces, cities, place$, lands, and principas
Tities it then enjoyed ; and that the fame conditions fhould
be obferved with regard to diftrifts, villages, and lands
and territories thereon depending.

That the fubjeésyand perfons refiding in the dominions
of Spain and the archdukes, of the one part, andof the
United States, of the other, fhould naturally caltivate
good-will and friendfhip.

That all reproach, refentment, and revenge on account '
of pa’! hoftilities and injuries, thould ceafe ; and that there
fhould be a free and equal trade between the {ubjeéts of
the contrating parties, by rivers, feas, and land,

Thatit fhould not be lawful to ftop or lay handson
merchants; proprietors of fhips, fhipmafters, or their crews,
or the fhips or merchandize, or goods of any kind, on any
pretence ; but that juftice thould have its ufual ecuife for
the recovery of debts, and in criminal profecutions,

If any judgments or fentences had been pafled againft
the adherents of either party, on the footing of contu-
macy, and that {fuch perfons had been condemned without
being defended, either in civil ot eriminal caufes, fuch
judgments or fentences were not to be carried into execu-
tion during the truce, either againft the perfohs or goods
of individuals fo condemned, -

Such perfons, or their heirs and executors, as had fuf-
fered the lofs of their property through the rage of party,
or the violence of war ; by the rapine and injuflice of in-

dividuals,
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as thofe of the family of Naffau; and all par- 3 00K

ties readily concurred in giving them proof on
this

dividuals, and without the authority of the magiftrates, and
the countenance and protetion of the laws; fuch perfons
were to be reinftated, in virtue of the prefent treaty, in
the full pofieflion and enjoyment of their effe&t and eftates,
- even althoigh they fhould have aftually paffed into the
condition; and affumed the appearance and nature of goods
confifcated : whether they might have been depofited as
pledgcs, given away as donations, or alienated and tran{-
ferred by any fpecies of batgain, tranfaction; or renunci-
ation.

If the goods or eftates fhall have paflfed out of the ex-
chequer, and then difpofed of to private poffeflors, then
it was fipulated, that intereft fhould be paid to the right
owners of the goods, or eftates, at the rate of 6 per cent.
per annum. And if this payment fhould be delayed, it was
agreed, that the proprietors fhould be paid out of the ftock
or capital. Butif the difpofal or transference of fuch goods
and eftates, by the exchequer, had been accompanied
with fuch {olemnities as conftitute legal deeds, and the
names of the right owners been erafed and fuperfeded, by
fuch legal formalities as conftitute legal rights and claims,
yet evenin that cafe, it was provided, that their eftates,
rights and properties fhould be reftored to the right owners,
they refunding to any perfons that might be at that time
in poffeflion, the bona fide price (where any had been
given) which fuch perfons might have paid on purchafing
any of the faid lands or properties fince the confifcation,
within the fpace of a year from the date of the prefent treaty.

That no length of time; not even the whole {pace from
the very beginning of the commotions in 1567, fhould be
confidered as having conferred a prefcriptive right te

Perfons who, daring the céurfe of the prefent war, had
Vou. L Ce retired
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tl"us occaﬁon of their rc{'peé‘t 444 gratxtude.
By one article of the truce it was provided
that none of the defcendants of William, the
firft prince of Orange, fhould be liable for the
debts which that prince had contracted from
the year 1567 till his death. And by another,
that fuch of his eftates, within the territory of
the archdukes, as had been confifcated, fhould
be reftored, and his heirs permitted to enjoy
themn unmolefted during the contmuahce of the
truce *.

retired into the dominions of neutral powers, were to be
comprehended, and ‘have the full benefit and ‘advantage
of the treaty : they were to return; if they were {0 in-
clined, to the places of their former abodes, or to fettle in
whatever place they fhould chufe, provided always,that they
fhould gomply with eftablifhed manners, laws, and caftoms,

It was declared, in general terms, that all confifcations,
and difinherifons, and transferences of property that had
originated in the violence of civil war, and the bitternefs
of party zeal, fhould be broken, cancelled,and to all in-
tents and purpofes null and void.

* Befides thefe proofs of attachmentto the family of the
prince of Orange, ‘the ftates had, fome time Before ‘the
conclufion of'the trace, refolved that prince Maurice’s ap~
pointments, as admiral and captain-general, fhould not
fuffer any dimfinution from the reduion of the forces.
They even gave him an additional revenue, asa compen-
fation for his fhare of the prizes and contributions and
they likewifeaugmented the appointments of prince Hénry
Frederic, and count William Lewis of Naffau, Such was
the conclufion of that negotiation, which, for more than two
years, had employed the attention, not only of the con~
trafting parties, but likewife of moft of the other princes

and ftates in Europe. :
9 Tz
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Tue archdukes engaged that thefe and all Q0 K
the other articles thould, within the fpace of ——
three months, be ratified by the king of Spain; %
and the king's deed of ratification was accord-
ingly delivered to the ftates a few days before
the expiration of that term, to transfer to his
brother and his children the feveral high em-
ployments which he held, at whatever period
he thould think fit. Thefe refolutions of the
ftates feem to have originated from the French
monarch, and were formed at the inftance of
Barnevelt, whom Jeannin had engaged to enter
into his mafter’s views. No perfon queftioned
that prince Maurice’s family were well en-
titled to every mark of favour which the ftates
could beftow ; it was rather unfortunate how-
ever for the prince’s charatter, that, after fo
violent an oppofition to the truce, his acquief-
cence in it was fo quickly followed by pecu-
niary rewards. But although his enemies were
difpofed to infinuate that thefe rewards were
rather to be confidered as the price of his
“filence than as rewards for his former fervices,
there is nothing to juftify thefe infinuations in
the numerous letters extant in Jeannin’s nego-
ciations, either of ehc king or the minifters of
France. - .

Tae Dutch were henceforward confidered

as a free and independent people. Having
Cca gained



388

HISTORY OF THE REIGN; &.

3 00 K gained immortal honour by the magnanimity

1609.

which they had difplayed during the continu-
ance of the war, they were now confidered as
having obtained the reward which their virtue
merited, and were every where refpected and
admired. Their minifters at foreign courts were
now teceived with the fame diftinction as thofe
of other fovereign powers; and their alliance
was courted by nations who had formerly re-
guarded themas rebels, that muft {peedily fub-
mit to the yoke which they had fhaken off.

On the other hand, the reputation of the
Spanifh nation received a mortal wound ; and
their power ceafed to be regarded withthe fame
dread as formerly. They had been foiled by
a handful of their own fubjects, and would not,
it was fuppofed, any longer pretend to give
law to other nations. The high fpirited nobi-
lity, and the people in general, were fecretly
mortified by the conceffions which the Dutch
had been able to extort; and were ready to
afcribe the humiliation which the nationhad
fuffered, not fo much to any infurmountable
difficulty in the conteft in which it had been fo
long engaged, as to mifconduét and want of
yigour on the part of government.

THE
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THF Spanifh nation was now at peace
with all the world, except the piratic
ftates of Barbary; and it might juftly have
been expected that the king and his minifters
would have inftantly applied themfelves to the
healing of thofe wounds which the monarchy
had received during the continuance of the
war. . But their incapacity for government,
joined to their bigoted zeal for the Catholic
fuperftition, prevented them from availing
themfelves of the tranquillity which they en-
joyed, and determined them to engage ina new
enterprize, which, although their endeavours
were attended with greater fuccefs than had ac-
companied their awempt to fubdue the United
Provinces, proved no lefs pernicious o the
‘ Cec3 nagional
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national profperity." The Spanifh arms had
been unfuccefsfully employed againft foreign
natiohs for more than half a century, and
all ranks of men had felt the neceflity of put-
ting a period to the war; yet no, fooner was
peace cftablithed than it was refclved to ex-
pel from the bofom of the kingdom feveral
hundred thoufands of its moft indultrious in-
habitants.

Tue Morefcoes had lived in Spain for more
than eight hundred years ; and ftill, after fo
long a. period, remained a feparate people,
diftinguifhed from the Spaniards by their. lan-
guage, their religion, their character, and
their manners.

Tue prefent race were the defcendants of
thofe fanatic warriors, who, iffuing forth from
the defarts of Arabia, aftuated with the wild
ambition of compelling mankind to embrace
the Mahometan fuperftition, had, with moft
aftonifhing rapidity, reduced under fubjection
to their caliphs, Perfia, Syria, Paleftine, and
Egypt, and had afterwards extended their con-
quefts as far as the Straits of Gibraltar along
the coaft of Africa, From Africa they tranf-
ported an army into Spain, where in lefs than
two years they expelled the Chriftian inhabi-
tants from all the open and more fertile parts

of



- PHILIP 1L KING OF SPAIN,

of the kingdom, and obliged them to take fhel.
ter in the mountainous regions of Afturia, and
the other northern proyinces.

Spaixy had, about three centuries before,
been couquered by the Goths, who had not
only embraced the religion, but had like-
wife, as far as could be expected from igno-
rant Barbarians, adopted the language of the
former inhabitants, and the- diltintion be-
tween the conquerers and the conquered had
long been loft. Their language was that cor-
rupt dialect of the Roman tongue, with a mix-
ture of the Gothic, which is ftill the language
of Caftile ; and their religion was the Chrift-

ian, mingled with the {uperftitions of the.

church of Rome. They held the religion of
their invaders in great abhorrence, and being
at the fame time zealoufly attached to their
own, great numbers of them chefe, rather
than be guilty of apaftacy, to abandon the
fertile provinces which they had {o long in-
habited, and to fly, with their wives and child-
ren, to thofe uncultivated parts of the king-
dom, whcrc, amidk caves and rocks, they
\mxght maintain their religion and their li-

berty.

Tue Moors, in the me.an time, eftablithed
thexr dominion in Portgal, in the greater part
Ccy

1

BOOK
W]

— -

1609, o



392

BOOK
v,

¥60y.

Their cha-

racter.

HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF
of Caftile, Murcia, * Andalufia, Valencia, and
Granada, ~ Their kings made choice of Cor-
dova for their place of refidence; and, as
numerous fupplies of people every year ar-
rived from Africa, they foon attained fuch a
degree of ftrength as convinced the Chriftians

that no attempt to recover their poffeffions
could prove effectual,

A prepATORY war however was begun,
within half a century after the conqueft, and
the Chriftians, excited and conduéted by Pe-
lagio, and other defcendants of their ancient
kings, gave many fignal proofs of heroic
bravery; but their fuccefs did not fully cor-
refpond to their exertions, till a confiderable
time* aftcrwards, when various caufes con-
curred to render the conteft lefs unequal.

Tue Moors, naturally prone to eafe and
pleafure, had loft much of that warlike fpirit,
which they had derived from the fanguinary

* genius of their religion. Their kings were

weak men, diffolved in luxury, had been from
the beginning extremely ill obeyed by their
viceroys, ‘and at length thefe viceroys, on
whom their kings, agreeably to the oriental
maxims of government, devolved too great a
fharc of their authonty, thook off their allcgl-

ance,
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ence, affumed the titles of kings themfelves, EOOK

gnd ereted their governments into feparate
and independent ftates. They were often en-
gaged in war againft each other, or the king
of Cordova, from whom they had revolted;
their ftrength was thereby much impaired,
and they could feldom act in concert againft
their common enemy.

Ir was long before the Chriftians could
rightly improve the opportunities which were
thus afforded them. For they too were divid-
ed into feveral unconnected fovereignties ; and,
for many years, through mifunderftandings,
joined to the diftance at which they lay from
one another, they found it no lefs difficult to
aét in concert than the Moors. But, atlehgth,
feveral of thefe little fovereignties being unic-
ed under one head*, the war was carried on
with greater vigour than ever on the part of
the Chriftians. The Mahometans were, in
pumberlefs rencounters, overpowered. They
were expelled from many parts of the open
country, of which they had long held pof-
feflion, and had much reafon to apprehend
that, if they did not correét the errors in their
government or conduét, which had occalion-

# Under Sancho, an. 1035. Mariana, lib. viii,

ed
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" poox ed their misfortunes, they muft ere long fink
...._W.__. under the growing powcr and fepmo: bravery

3609-

of the enemy.

Tueir downfall was long retarded by the
folly of the Chriftians, who, on numberlefs oc-
cafions, fuffered equally with the Moors from
the want of concord.  Far from taking warn«
ing from the misfortunes of the Moors, they
were almoft continually at war with each other,
and often feemed to be no lefs intent on one
another’s deftruion than on that of their com-
mon enemy. It often happened that, by the
conquefts which they obtained over each other,
ftates of a confiderable magnitude were form-
ed, the fovereigns of which, if they had act-
ed wifely, muft have proved an over match for
the Moors. But thefe ftates were no fooner
formed than they wereagain diffolved, through
the pernicious practice adopted by the kings,
of dividing their dominions among their chil-
dren. Thispractice, of which there are many
inftances in  the hiftory of Spain, was, at dif-
ferent periods, a copious fource of animofity
and difeord. ' It proved equally pernicious to
the people, ‘and to the families of the kings,
and long rendered it irnpoffible for them to

make any confiderable effort againft the in-
fidels.

-
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Tuzir exertions, however, were generally B o 0 O K
much more vigorous and fuccefsful than thofe .
of their opponents; and before theend of the 6%
thirteenth century, they had acquired the king-
doms of Caftile, Navarre, Arragon, Murcia,
and Valentia. Their inteftine divifions fill
rofe, at times, to the fame height as formerly;
and the Chriftian, as well as the Mahometan
parts of Spain, exhibited, almoft every year,
fome new fcenes of bloodfhed and devaftation;

1l toward the end of the fifteenth century,
when, by the marriage of Ferdinand with Ifa-
bella, the crown of Caftile was united to that
of Arragon: an event which, while it in a
great meafure fecured internal tranquillity to
the Chriftians, gave them a decided fupcnon-
ty over their ancient enemies.

At this period the only Moorifh kingdom
which remained unconquered was that of
Granada, which contained a great extent of
fertile country, and feveral of the ftrongeft
towns in Spain. From the fituation of fome of
the chief of thefe towns on the fea coaft,
the Moors could eafily receive affiftance from
their friends in Africa; and Ferdinand was
on this account the more folicitous to deprive
them of fo important a pofieflion.

Tais
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T s artfol printe was feldom at 2 lofs ta
find pretexts to colour his' ambitiots enter-
prizes ; and the prefent junéture was the moft
favourable to his defign which could juftly be
expefted. There were two competitors, at
this time, for the crown of Granada, Albo-
hardill,’ and his nephew Boabdiila: and the
whole kingdom was torn in pieces by the con-
tending parties, who often fatiated their ven-
geance in each other’s blood,

Ferprnanp could not fuffer fo favourable
an opportunity to efcape : he firft entered in«
to an alliance with the nephew againft the
uncle, under the cover of which he made
war upon the latter, and expelled him from
his tdrritories ; and foon afterwards, he tumn.
ed his arms againft his ally, made himfelf maf-
ter of the city of Granada*, and all his other
fortified places ;. and, although he ftill af-
fected to treat him with refpect, he foon ren-
dered it neceflary for him to abandon his do-
minions, and retire to Africa,

I~ the profecution of the war, Ferdinand
gave proof of great abilities, as well as of the
moft confummate artifice. Notwith&zndihg
which, it was protracted to the unufual length

* Ann, 1492. !
6 of
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of ten years; and, from the difficulty which Boox
he encountered in his operations againft apeo- ——
ple fo much weakened by inteftine divifions, "
itis probable that he would not have been

able to complete their fubjection, if their

whole force united had been employed in
repelling his attacks. Their kings had, in a
-great meafure, loft their affection by their

folly and mifconduct ; and, for this reafon,

they were not fo reluttant as they would
otherwife have been, againft transferring their
allegiance ; but they required, and Ferdi-

nand judged it expedient, to grant them fuch
conditions as they thought would put them

nearly on the fame footing with his other
fubjects.

Or thele conditions it was one, that they
fhould be permitted the free exercife of
their rcligion; and for the firft feven years
after the conqueft, no violence was offcred
them on that account. Ferdinand expetted,
that after the abolition of their government,
they might eafily be converted to the Chriftian
faith. But finding that the inftruflions of
the ecclefiaftics on this head were not attended
with the defired effe&t, he refolved, notwith-
ftanding his engagement confirmed by an cath,
rather to employ compulfion than any longer
to indulge fo great a proportion of his fub-
jedts in the exercife of a falfe religion. &

. E
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‘He made choiee of the celebrated Ximenes,
archbithop of Toledo, to carry his defign in-
to execution; and for this purpofe, ordered
him to repair to Granada, with full power
to employ whatever meafures he fhould judge
to be moft expedient. Ximenes began with
carefling, and making prefents to fome of the
leading men among the Morefcoes, and thus
perfuaded fome of them to fubmit to be bap-
tized. But, making little progrefs in this way,
and his natural impatience and feverity quick-
ly prompting him to have recourfe to other
methods more agreeable to his difpofition, he
threw all fuch of their leaders as refufed to
comply with his requeft, into prifons and
dungeons, where they were treated as if they
had been guilty of the moft atrocious crimes.

T uE people, highly incenfed againft him on
account of this violent procedure, took up
arms, and having furrounded his palace, de-
manded that their leaders might be releafed.
But having no perfon among them invefted
with authority to conduét their opcramons,
they were quickly difperfed by the count de
Tendilla, the governor of the. citadel ; .imme-
diately after which, Ferdinand, by the advice
of Ximenes, fent judges to Granada, and by
thefe judges the people were found guilty of

rebellion
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rebellion againft his govermment. It was de- 00K
clared by thefe judges, that the whole Moref: =

coes in Granada, though only a fmall part of
them had been concerned in the infurre&ion,
were yet, on that account, liable to be capitally
punithed: and the king was well prepared
with his army to carry the fentence into ex-
ecution. But having offered them a pardon,
on condition of their embracing the Chriftian
religion, upwards of fifty thoufand of them,
all citizens of the town of Granada, fubmitted
to be baptized.

THe inhabitants of tha country were treated
with equal violence: for they too, upon re-
ceiving intelligence of what had paffed in
Granada, had begun to put themfelves®in a
pofture of defence. The count de Tendilla
was ordered to march againft them with an
army of veteran troops; and this general, in
order to intimidate them, put all the inhabi-
tants of one of their towns, men, women, ard
t:hildren, to the fword. Still, however, they
refufed to lay down their arms, till Ferdinand
himfelf, at the head of a numerous army,
having reduced all their fortified places, the
greater part of them confented to purchafe
their lives at the expence of their religion;
and the n:ft, upon paying ten dollars each of

them,
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so ok them, asunnfam,wmpermsmdtotrufpwt
V- themfelves to Barbary.
160y

From this time, the Granada Morefcoes -
were confidered by the Spaniards as Chrift-
ians, although it can hardly be fuppofed that
any of them were fincerely ‘converted to the
Chriftian faith, = They were ftyled the New
Chriftians, in contradiftinction from the Spa-
niards, who were called the Old. They were
not admitted to the enjoyment of any office,
either in the church or ftate, But when they
difcovered, on any occafion, an attachment to
Mahometanifm, they were treated by the.in-
quifition as apoftates; and great numbers of
them were, every year, condemned by that
tribunal, and commited to the flames.

By this treatment, which was equally im-
political and unchriftian, their prejudices a-
gainft the catholic religion, and the Spanith
government, were ftrengthened and confirmed.
Their ill humour, however, fhewed itfelf only
in murmurs and complaints : and the Moref-
coes in Granada are {carcely mentioned in the

~ Spanifh hiftory, till the reign of Philip II.
when in confequence of frefh oppreffion, hav-
ing made an unfuccefsful attempt to vindicate

. their liberty, moft of them, as formerly relatedy,

: were
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It :iaot to be dwkwdt that Philip would
have treated the Morefcoes of Valentia in the
fame manner as thofe of Granada, had he not
been deterred by his experience of the expence
and danger with which the reducion of the lat-
ter had ‘been accompanied. The Moorith
kingdom of Valentia had been conquered by
James L. king of Arragon, before the middie
of the thirteenth century; and this prince
had been extremely folicitous to have the peo-
ple converted to the Chriftian faithe  He had,
for this purpofe, erected fchools where the
ecclefiaftics might learn the Arabic; and, in
obedience to his commands, feveral Domini«
cans and other friars had applied themfelves
to the ftudy of that hnguge, after acquiring
which they had entered on the office of mif-
fionaries among the Morefcoes.  But whether
they were not fufficiently acquainted with the
language to be able to teach in it, or had not
fufficient patience for fo arduous a tafk as that
of combating the religious prejudice of a
eople soed fordheie bigate, shy foan began
to reprefent the Morefcoes as obftinate infidels;
m,umm vain to expect to convert By

¥ ﬂ[,ox,. I’I 1 s.D d in-
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cefs, and, therefore, compulfion was now thc‘

only expedient that could grovc cﬁ'céh:a}

o

A'r ‘the m&zgauon of ahefc :cckﬁaﬁxcs,
Popc Clement, the fourth of that name, hav-

ing advifed the king to expel the Morefcoes .

from his dominions if they fhould ftill refufe
to be converted, James woulc readily have
embraced his counfel, if he could have per-
fuaded his cortes to confent. But by the free
conftitution 'of the government of Arragon,
to which Valentia was now annexed, the con-
fent of the cortes was requifite ; and, although
the clergy and commons were willingto gra-
tify the king, yet the barons, who forefaw the
ruin of their eftates if the Morefcoes, - their
vaflals, were ex'pclled, p‘i@fcd the meafure
with fuch inflexible obftinacy, that Jamcs
found it neceffary to relinquith his defign,

~ Frowm this period to the conqueft of Gra-

‘nada by Ferdinand, almoft two hundred years

had elapfed; and during all that time, the

Valentia Moors. had been, indulged-in. the
free exercife ofﬂzﬁ!w@m- ~But when

~ the barons heard- of the vxolcncexm,mudx

P EGR T * Fer. ,
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they dreaded an extenfion of his tyranny to Sl

their vaﬁ‘nls in Valentia; and, in order, to  **% ;“;

prevent it, they required, and, though with |

fome difficulty, obtained his affent to a law y

pafled in the cortes, in the year 1510, when .
© it was enacted, that no Morefco within the :

kingdom of Valentia fhould either be expelled

from the kingdom, or compcllcd to embrace

the Chriftian fatth e :

1‘»!; :'

-',»4" o
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" Nor were the barons flnsﬁcd with' ukmg
this precaution;; but,in order to prevent the
court or thc ecclefiaftics from reviving their
defign in“any future reign, they refolved to
make it henceforth a part of their king’s coro-
nation oath, that, on no pretence whatever,
he fhould attempt to expel the Morefcoes
from Valentia, ofmplvy*ﬁrce to engage them :
to embrace the U‘lmm ‘religion;; that he ?

fhould never attempt, dxrc&l'} or indireétly, to ,
procure a difpenfation from this oath, nor even J
aceept of a dxfpcnfauon, in cafe it fhould be -
oﬂixed him. !

T nnvbath vis fworﬂ‘a few years aftcr, by :
Charlés V. at his acceffion ; and the barons i
feemed then to pofiefs the utmoft fecurity 3

- wlnchdrcycwﬁdcﬁregamﬁanyﬁxmreop‘ ey
Dd 8+ prefion
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FooE preflion ofthcxrvqﬁ‘qh‘ But they foon expe«
el rienced how ineffectual the wifeft precautions
O fometimes prove agam@ the events of fortune,
Abloody war bavmg broken out between the
commons and nobles of Valentia, in the year
. 1520, the former, actuated partly perhaps by
‘ religious bigotry, but principally by revenge
againft the latter, publifhed 4 manifefto re-
quiring all the Morefcoes, under the acgaky
of death, immediately to embrace the catholic
religion. The nobles were at that time un-
able to afford them prote&ion againft their
enemies; and as the :Morefcoes were them-
{felves fufficiently acquainted with the vielent
charater of the commons, they knew that it
would be in vain to offer any remonftrance on
the fubject. = Without delay, therefore, almoft
the whole of them confented to be baprized,
in the hopes that, 2niu:l\m'ﬂllqmlhty fhould be
'3 - reftored, no advantage would be taken by the
- court of this deed of theirs, which was known
to be the effet of lawlelS force and violence.
b >
: BuT no fooner were the civil commotions of
the kingdom compofed, than Charles, having
convened an aflembly of the clergy, to con-
fider of the validity of that baptifim, to which
the Morefcoes had been obliged to fubmit; it
was determined by this affembly, that altheugh
they ought not to have been compelled to fub-

mit
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mit to be baptized, y‘ﬂ!echm&erdxercby nooi
impteffed upon them was indelible, they were —

henceforth to be confidered as Chriftians, and
in the cafe of a defection from the catholic reli-
ligion, to be. treated as apoftates; that the
name of Géﬁ, as is fubjoined in the decree,
may net be blaﬁ)hémCd nor contempt brouglit
upon th's Chriftian profeffion.

T’l&l Morefcoes, confcious of a fincere at-
tachmént to the Mahometan faith, and being
at no lofs to underftand, that by this decree it
was intended they thould henceforth be fubjet
to the jurifdiction of the inquifition, - they had
no other expedient left to fave themfelves from
the cruelty of that barbarous tribunal, but to
affert, (which great numbers of them did) thar
they had not been baptized; and as, amidit
the confufion of“’m difcord, no regifter of

their baptifm had ‘been' hpt, it was impofiible
in moft cafes to difggove their affertion.

O this difficulty the ecclefiaftics gave in-
formation to the emperor; and, about the fame
time, a difpenfation f from his coronation oath
was fent him by the yep’ Charles had ac-
quired a great acceffion of power by his fup-
preflion of the late rebellion ; and the power
of the mhles had fuffered « proportional di-

_tl Clement VII. - Vide Geddes.
' i Dd 3 : minution

160q.
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5o g ) K minution. Being 10 Bnger afraid, therefore,
Lo of any oppofition which he might receive from
the Valentia barons, and being delivered from
his religious fcruples by the pope’s difpena-
tion from his oath, he firft* gave orders to the
clergy to apply themfelves to the mﬁméhon
of the Morefcoes in the Chriftian faith, com-
manding the barons to require ‘a punétual at-
tendance from their vaffals, on the inftruétions
5 that fhould be given them; and in the follow-
ing year he ordered all the Morefcoes; who
denied their having been formerly baptized,
either immediately to fubmit to that initiatory
rite, or to quit the Spanifh dominions, under
the penalty of perpetual fervitude,

Tt Morefcoes of Pianaguazil refufed to
accept of this alternative, and had recourfe to
arms in their defence ; but thefe men having
been eaﬁly reduced to obcdlcnce, it was be-
lieved that, after the y@r 1526, there was
hardly a fingle Morefco in Spain who had not
fubmitted to the rite of baptifm,

Trere was no. reafon however to fuppofe
that any confiderable number of them were
ﬁncerely converted tothe Chriftian faith ; and,
#$ it is impoffible for men who a& a ﬁ&mouj

; ¥ Aan. 1525,
- ! Rt - pan
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part uniformly to conceal their real fentiments, B0 0 &
the Hiftory of Spain, during the reign of Charles ———
and thatof his fuccefior is filled with complaints ~ ***
againt them *, on account of their infidelity.

Frequent councils were held at Madrid, to

confider of the proper means of effeCtuating their |
converfion. Orders were repeatedly {ent from

thence, requiring the clergy to exert them-

felves with greateradtivity in inftruéting them,

and the inquifition every year exercifed againft e
great numbers of them its wonted rigour and

feverity.

StiLL, however, it would feem that their at-
tachment to the Mahometan fuperftition, as
well as to their ancient manners and cuftoms,

remained as ftrong as ever. b
.

Nor will this appear furprifing, if it is true
that men are commonly attached to a falfe re-
ligion in proportion 1 its abfurdity ; becaufe,
not Being accuftomed to employ their reafon
on the fubje& of religion, they are incapable
of being convinced by reafon. But, befides
this confideration, there were other caufes
which occurred in producing that inconquer-

“able obftinacy which the Morefcoes difcovered
. ig their adherence to ‘Mahornetanifin. ‘They
* The reader will remember, that the Morefcoes hen

fpolteu of, are thofe of Valentia.
o ! D4 . were
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