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HISTORY OF THE REiGN or 
J:cfolution to retire from public life. But he 
foon recovered his tranquillity; and, at the 
earnefr defire of the frates, he returned to the 
affembly, and afterwards continued to apply 
himfelf to the conduCt of public affairs with 
the fame indefatigable attention as before •• 

I T would be injurious to the charaCter of 
prince Maurice to fuppofe that he would de
mean himfelf fo far as to be concerned in thofe 
anonymous pamphlets and incendiary letters, 
replete with threats againft Barnevelt and his 
adherents, which .were publifhed on this occa
fion. H e tock no pains to conceal his refent
ment, and openly inveighed againft their con
duct. as being calculated to involve the pro
vinces in 1 uin. H aving vifited feveral of the 
towns in Holland, he laboured to bring over 
the deputies to his opinion, and with the fame 
intention he wrote a circular letter to all the 
other towns in the province. 

W HA T he faid .and wrote on this occafion 
was principally intended to infpire the deputies 
with mifrrufr of the archd~kes and the court of 
Spain, whofe conduCt. in the pre{en t1egoti
ation, he faid, had been inconfifrc1)t with their 
profeffions in the beginning, and who could 

~ Grotius, Sec. lib. xvi. 

not · 



PHILIP III; KING OF SPAIN. 359 

not have any reafon for declining to grant the 
moft explicit renunciation of their right of 

fovereignty over the provinces, but that they 
fecretly defigned to afTert that .right when a 
more convenient feafon ihould arrive. 

:aOOK 
Ill. 

THEY would obferve the truce only fo long 
as they found it necefTary for letrieving the ... 
ruinous condition of their affairs; and mean 
while, the people of the United Provinces, de
ceived by a falfe appearance of tranquillity, 
would not only quit their arms, but would 
lofe their military fpirit, and be induced to 
agree to whatever terms ihould be prefcribed 
to them, rather than again expofe themfelves 
to the dangers or inconveniencies of war. 

THE Spaniards, it was evident, being utterly 
averfe to a perpetual peace, hoped to be able-, 
during the truce, to apply fome effet'tual re
medies to the diforders which prevailed in 
their finances ; whereas the frates, havihg fo 

great a number of frontier tOWI1li·.~ where nu
merous garrifons muft pe maintained, would 
hav~ nearly the fame expences to defi'ay as 
during the continuance of ~he war. It would, 
however, be infinitely more difficult, after 
their apprehenfions of immediate danger were 

removed, to perfuade the people to pay the 
A a 4 taxes 
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HISTORY OF THE REIGN or 
taxes which it would be neceffary to impore ~ 
il;nd the enemy would, at the fame time, prac
tife on their fidelity, and fbw the feeds of dir
~ord among the different towns or provinces~ 
pf which they would not fail to avail them .. 

felves~ without thinking it incumbent on them 
to delay hoftiliti~s till the expiration of th~ 
~ruce. 

As this reafoning of prince Maurice coin
~ided with the prejudices which the Dutch 
had for many years entertained againft the 
~pan~/1rds, ~t ntade a ftrong impreffion on th~ 
~inds of many of the deputies j nor was it con
fidered either by Earnevelt or J eannin as fri
volous. On th~ contrary, they treated it with 
~he refpeCt which was du!! ~o the perron by 
whom it was employed, although they, at the 
fame tirne~ labbured affiduoufly to £how that 
~he arguments op their fide had greater weight j 
and J eannin, in his own name and tha~ of the 
~ther ambaffadors, pre fen ted a memorial to 
~he ftates, of the following purport, intended 
to remove the objeetions that were urged by 
Maurice and his ad~erents. . 

(C THE princes whom we reprefent being 
deeply interefted in your profperity, and be
~ieving the truce prepofed, to be neceffary, .in 
me. frefent fituatio~ of rour affairs, are there-

fQr~ 
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(ore much concerned to obferve the oppofition 
which it meets with from fO' many refpeaab~e 
members of your ftate. 

BOOIe 
1II. 

" You ought not, they allege, to be fatis
fled" that the archdukes and the king of Spain 
are willing to treat with you as with a free 
people, over whom they pretend to no autho
rity, but you ought to require a declaration 
that they will confider you in this light for 
ever afterwards, as well as during the conti. 
l1uance of the troce. 

CC BUT in the opinion of the princes, our 
fovereigns, your liberty is equally well fecured 
by the fonner of there declarations as by the 
latter; becau[e the former, not being limited 
to any p;mic;ular time, but expreffed in terms 
that are general and indefinite, it mufr be un· 
d.erftood by ;111 the world in the fame {enfe as 
if the words c~ for ever" were fubjoined. Be
fides this confideration, it is not of the king of 
Spain and the archdukes that you are to hold 
your liberty. You have long maintained that 

you are already free, having afferted your Ii. 
b ~rty by a public folemn deed, founded upon 

reafon and neceffity, and bravely defended it 
for many years againfr your oppreffors, by the 
fOI ce of arms. You ought, therefore, to reft 
f;l.tisfied with that EmpIe acknowlegement of 

.it, 
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it, which is 1 nplietl in the declaration, of be
ing ready to treat with you as with a free 

. people . . You would be fatisficd with .fuch an 
acknowlegement from any neutral or friendly 

power. You have equal reafon to be fatisfied 
when it is made by the archdukes and the king 

of Spain. And you ought not, with fa much 
folicitude, to require thefe princes to be more 
explicit, in declaring you to be free, left you 

be confldered as thereby tacitly confeffing that 
{till they have a right to your obedier,ce. 

CC BUT, {'ven allowing that the king , of 

Spain !hould not think himfelf excluded by 
the form of words m.,de choice of from his 
claim of fovereignty, will he call you before a 
court of jufticc, do you fuppofe, in order to 

have his rights examined by the rules of la w ? 
It is not in this manner that fovereigns arrere 
their claims ; it is only to the fword that they 
appeal: and if you be able when the truce 
expires, to maintain your liberty as you have 

hitherto done againft the force of arms, you 
will thp.n, as well as now, with juftice defpife 
your enem y' 5 pretenfions to dominion over 
you. It will be fufficient then, as it is at pre
fent, to find yourfdves in aCtua.l poffeffion of 
your liberty. And, in whatever ienfe the 

words of the truce may be underftood by the 

king 
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kirlg of Spain, you ought to be fatisfied with 

the affurance which has been given you, and 

which we now repeat, that, by the princes 
whom we rep fem, whofe friendfhip you have 
fo long experienced, and on , ofe affiftance 

you ~ay with confidence rely, there word are 
confide red as a clear and unambiguous decla
ration, that you are a free people, uver whom 
authority cannot ever be jufrly p eten d by 
the king of Spain. 

cc I T is far ther objeCted by thofe who op~ 

pofe the truce, that it will afford leifure to the 
catholic king to retrieve the ru inous condition 
of his finances, and to profecllte the war, after 
the recommencement of hofi.ilities, with greater 
vigour. Nor can it be denied, that if he was 
to liften to the advice of wife and faithful 
counfellors, it might be, in fome meafure, at~ 
tended with this effeCt. But is it to be pre
fumed that a young king, at the head of a 

nation noted for reftlefs and inordinate am
bition, with minifters inattentive to <:economy, 
when the exigencies of his affairs required it, 

will be more attentive when his fituation ren
ders it unneceJfary? Is it not rather to be pre

fumed that his treafure will, more than ever, 
become a prey to the avarice or profufion of 

lUi mmifter.s? that' it will be more than ever 
laviilied 

BOO 1C 
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II 0 0 K lavifhed on idle pomp and !how; or that, by 
llL h" " quarrelling with IS neighbours, he fuall ere 

1'08" 1 b d' r. b" " d ong e engage In lome arr. mous an ex~ 

penflve enterprize? 

" IT is from your repub1ic, and not from 
the king of Spain, that thole prudent meafures 
may be expeCted, which are necdfary to re
pair the mifchiefs that have been ocrafioned 
by the war: you are equally diftinguiIhed for 
your private and your public reconomy; and 
you are not lefs diltinguifhed for your in4 
duftry, your aCtivity, and enterprize. With 
thefe qualities, which you poffefs in fo eminent 
a degree, your trade mull: every ye:lr be mor<+ 
extended; and, being carried on with [maller 
rifks, and at lers expence, the profits arifing 
from it will be greater than ever. You will 
thereby be enabled to difcharge your public 
debts, to relieve your people from the load of 
taxes under which they groan, and, when the 
truce expires, to profecute the war with lefs 
dependence on your allies, and a g reater pro,. 
bability of fuccefs. 

rc IT will ftill, indeed, be neceffal y fQr you 
to maintain garrifons in the fron ier town~) 

and to retain a confiderable propora n of yo\.\r 

troops in pay, that) whether the tru e ' be og-

ferved 
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Cerved or violated, you may be always found BOO It 

in a proper pofture of defence. Ul. 

cc BUT at leaf! the one halt of your army may 

be difbanded. Your trade will, in the mean 
time, be carriedQn with much greater advantage 
than hitherto, and all tl:lOfe loifes by fea and 

by land avoided, which you have fo often re
prefented to the kings" our mafters, as the 

caufe why you were unable, of yourfe1ves, to 

defray the neceffary expences of the war. 

C~ BUT your enemies, it is alleged by the 

oppofers of the truce, will have accefs, during 
the continuance of it, to carryon their intrigues 
among the people, to fow diffentions among 
the tow ns and provinces, and to perfuade fome 
of them perhaps to abandon the confederacy; 
while the people themfe1ves, delivered from 
the appr~hen[lOns of immediate danger, will 
refufe to pay the taxes which the ftates filall 
find it neceffary to impofe. 

ct WiTH regard to ~hefe objeCtions, as we 
do not pretend to any certain forefight of fu
turity, we will not affirm that they are entirely 
de!titute of foundation. There is no !tate of 

human foeiety that is not fubjeCt to ineonve
luenCles and d~gers; and tll. le are dangers 

attending 
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attending peace as well as war: but the dan
gers mentioned are fuch as, with prudent pre
cautions, it is in your power to avoid. The ob
jections founded on the apprehenfions of them 
are equally applicable to a peace as to a truce; 
and if they are fufficient to deter · you from 
lifrening to our p ropof..ll of a truce, they ought 
to determine you to perfifr in the profecution of 

the war, till you have accomplilhed the utter 

ruin of your enemy. But you are too wife to 
propofe to yOUl felves an object inadequate to 

your fhength. And, therefore, l.lolefs YOll 

chufe to live !n perpetual war, which. muft 
much fooner prove the ruin of your r('pucl" 

than of the Spanilh monarchy, you mutt, 
fooner or later, agree to bring the war to a 
conclufion, either by a peace, or by a truce. 
A peace on th~ terms which you require, is at 
pr fent unattainable ; and even although it 
were in your power to procure it, yet, in the 
opinion of many of your friends, a truce is 
more defirable. For it is a for t of medium 
between peace and war, and it might prove 
dangerou for YOll, before your political infri

tmions have acqui red that ftability which time 
alone can beftow, to pafs at once from the one 
extreme to the other. It might occaGon too 
great a relaxation of the . vigour which you 

have been fo long accuftomed. to exert~ and 
expo[e 
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txpofe you an ea'ly prey to the refc:ntment of B 0 I) K 
m. 

your enemy. 

'c BUT during the continuance of the truce, 
you wili look forward to the expir rion of it. 
By keeping your fortifications in repair, and 
your troops under proper difcipline, joined to 
a prudent adminiftration of your finances, you 
will provide for that event j and thus, when 

the Spaniards ihall perceive that YOll are well 
prepared for your defence, they will more 
eafily agree to thofe equitable terms cf ppace, 
which at this time their pride and their 1enfe 
of fhame have determined them to rejc:ct. 

" THE example of the Swifs cantons, wl ofe 
(ortune fo nearly refembles your's, ought to 
engage you to liften to the counfel which we 

offer. Like you, they had thrown off the yoke 
of their oppreifors, and their arms h~d gene
rally been attended with fuccefs; yet they 
agreed to a truce, when propofi d to them, on 
much lefs advantageous terms than thofe which 
you are S!xhorted to accept; and, during the 
leifure which it afforded them, they put their 
civil government and their milirary eftablf!h, 
ments on fa refpect:lble a (ooting, as effea n
ally determined their anciem mafrers ta Jay 
afide 'the th()ughts of a farther profc:cut}on of 

the 
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the war. F'rom the fame conduB: it is likely 
that you will derive the fame advantages. The 
king of Spain will more eafily confent on equit
able terrns; to a truce than to a perp tual 
peace, b~cau[e he may think that his dignity 
will fuffer lefs from making temporary than 
perpetual conceffions: but many circumftances, 
it may be pre[umed, will concur to deter him 
from a renewal of hoftilities. His animolity 
and refentment will be abated; his ancient fo
vereignty over you will be, in fome meafure, 
obfolete and forgotten: having tafted the 
fweets of tranquillity, he will defire to preferve 
it undifturbed: he will have experienced that 
it is the intereft of his fubjecrs at home, and 
frill more of thofe in the Indies and Americ-a, 
to live at peace with you. And, as it will be 
impoffibk, unlefs you be greatly wanting to 
yourfelves, but that, fome years hence, yO\! 
mufr be poifeifed of greater refources than at 
prefent, he muft perceive the danger of en
gaging in war with you, after your power is 
efrablifhed and confirmed; when he confiders, 
that in the very infancy of your frate, his moft 
vigorous efforts to reduce you to obedience 
were of no avail. 

"WHAT has been [aid will be Iufficient, it 
ii hoped, to evince that the objections againft 

th~ 
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the truce, which have been urged by its op

pofers, ought not to deter you from agreeing 

to it, in cafe the confent of the king of Spain 
can be procured to the terms propofed. There 
objeCtions indeed are urged by fome of the 

mafr refpetl:able members of the frate, whofe 
zeal for the profperity of the republic is un 
queftionable. But the wifeft men are fubject 

to error. It may be true, that fame inconve

niencies may arire from the truce; but it 
ihould feem that much greater are to be dread
ed from a continuance of the war. And ic 
is a firfr principle of prudence, of two evils to 
make choice of the leaft. 

(C BEFORE we conclude this memorial, it is 

necerr:1ry to remind you of two things; which ue
ferve your attention. F irft, that it is not only the 

counfd, but the earneft requeft of thofe princes, 
to whom you have been chiefly indebted for 

affifrancej that you fhould adopt the meafurl': 
we have recommended: and, fecondly, that 
fa favourable a concurrence of circumftances 
as the prefent, for obtaining equitable terms of 
accommodation, may never again occur. The 
archdukes are princes on whofe fidelity you can 

with fafety rely for the punetual performance 
of their engagements: they are fond of peace; 

at their eameft intreaty, the king of Spain 
VOL.!. B b hath 
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hath already mllde~ and is frill likely to make, 
more ample c0nceffions than Gould otleerwife 

have jl1ft1y been expeaed j and in c.ondl1Cting 
the treaty propofed, you will have all tht: 
afflltance that can be given you by two power
ful monarchs, who confider your interdl: as 

their own *:' 

THIS memorial did not immediately pro .. 

duce the defired effeCt upon all the deputiesi 

Severa). of the towns in Holland, and the 

whole province of Zealand, with prince Mau
l,jce at their head, frill remained as avcrfe to the 
truce as ever j and M aurice frill continued to 

employ his influence to confirm them in their 

l"folution of oppofing it. By his emi!faries and 
his letters, he attempted to gain over the other 
£owns and provinces to his opinion. He fome
times talked as if both the French and Bririfh 
monar€hs were purfuing their private -intereft, 
Ht the expence of the republic. He in[muat4 

ed, that, unlefs they iho1Jld drop the propofal 
of a truce, and imm ediately agree to affifr the: 
fta tes more liberally than hitherto in pro[ecut
ing the war, the more difrant parts of the pro
vinces ought to be abandoned; and the territo
r ies of the republic <lontn:.C1:ed wlthin fuch 

.. Negociations de Jeannin, tom. iii. p. 9' Efcrit fait par 

mbnficur Jeannin, au 110m de tous les 11mbaffadeurs, jour 

triezieme 0 lobrc, & mis es mains de mdlieurs Les 
Ell:ats. 

narrow. 
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narrow limits as might be defended by the l! b 0 K 
Ill. 

forces which the Dutch themfe1ves, without _-:Ii 
1608. 

foreign o.ffifi:ance, were able to fupport. He 
alledged j that no matter of fo great importance 

as was at prefent under deliberation; could be 
adopted, without the unanimous confetlt of all 

the towns and provinces: and threatened, that 
the province of Zealand, if forfaken by the 
other provinces, would alone maintain the war . 
againft the Spaniards, till more ample con
ceffions were obtained ., 

THE French monarch could not avoid feel
ing fome refentment at his condua, which he 
confidered as equally vlOknt and injuriousl 
But Henry's candom would not fuffer him to 
diveft himfelf of that efteem which he had 
long entertained for the prince's charaCter. 
nor to believe the fuggeftions of his enemies; 
that he was actllated by fome finift~r defign ~ 

He frill wrote to him as to :l friend whom h~ 
highly n:fpeCted, fparing no pains, and em ... 
ploying every argument to engage him td 

adopt his views. 

H:ENRY's end~avours were well feconded by 
J eannin, who acted with the moft confummate 

prudence, and carefully avoided giving any 

* Jeannin, tom. iii. 

Bb2 per-



1l0C5K 
11t. -

R(- hli .. q :\;~C~ 

!Ii Philip 
\..1 ) ; clt now
L: li g'(" lli c 
; l1dl' I~ l' I1 -
(: (,' 11 ... ",' ( r 
,h ,- L' ,,:tLJ 
IIm:s, 

1I1ST0R Y OF THE REIGN OF 

perfonal offence to prince Maurice, while he' 
ex: >rted himfdf ~'1ith great a::tivity in counter
acting his deGgns. By the eloquef',~e and 
:lddrefs of Barnevelt, joined to the inflL1enc~ 
which he derived from his great experi~nce, and 
the high opinion which was jufrly entert:lined 
of his public fpi!"it and integrity, Amilerdam 
and all the other towns in Holland were re ... 
conciled to the truce, on the terms propofed; 
and not long after, prince Maurice and the 
province of Z ealand, with whom J eannin and 
the Engli01 an~ bafT:ldorsj ailifted by deputies 
fent thither by th~ other provinces, afliduouOy 
ernploye~ all their influence, were perfuaded 
to relinquifh their oppofiJ:ion. 

THE archdukes were employing in the mean 
time their intereft at Madrid to obtain the C011-

rent of Phi~ip; who, from the beginning, had 
difcoveJ ed no leis reluetance to J eannin's pro
pof.11 than prince Maurice or the province of 
ZealanJ. Far from being averfe to a truce, 

this prince was exceedingly de[trous that it 

fhould take plJcc, provided it could be con
cluded on the ordinary condition of both par
ties retai ning what was at prefent in their pof
ii_flion . Eut to acknowledge the independenC"e 
of his rebellious fubjeets, and formally to 
grant rhein hi:; permlffion to carryon "thc:ir 

trade 
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trade in India, 'ere conditions with which he 

himfelf and many of his fllbjeEts thought it 
i3nominious to comply. 

THE archdukes endeavoured to convince 
him, that in makillg thtfe cOl'ceffi os they 
wou d do nothing more than han been already 

done in confenting to the fufpenli; n of arm~, 
and that no more importan t confequences 
CGuld arife from it. 'fhf'y engaged to have 
'the article relative to tbe Indi< n trade t".:

plefTru in fuch a manner, that it ih(Juld not 
materially affeCt the imereft or the trade or 
Spain. 

Tm:v reprefented, that the declaration fo 
earneftly req:,' ired by the United States could 
nnt do any prejudice to the king's right of 
fovereigncY j that it cOllld not remain in forc(> 
but whik the truce fublift:edj and tharth!? Hol
landers would find it of no avail, after the 
renewal of hoftilities, if his majeHy's arms 
were crowned with viCtory. They rrdded, that 
~his was the opinion of the amba!fadors of the 
media~ing powers, and likewlfe of many mem
bers of the ftares of the revolted provinces, 
who oppofed the truce on account of the ill
fignificancy of the claufe hich cont ined th~ 
declaration of their liberty. 

B b .3 T llLSU 
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THESE conGderations, urged by fl.lCh power~ 

ful roli~itors? ha~ great weight with Philip, 

who would have yielded his ~onfent) provideq. 

that fome conceffion could have been obtn.in

ed in favour of the Catholic inhabitants of the 

United ? rovinces. And he had fome ground, 

he thought, to entertain the hope of being 
abk, in fome mea[ure, to accomplifh this 

object, in which he was more deeply interefred 

than in any other, when he conGdered that the 

prince, who was the chief mediator in the pre

fcnt negociation, was himfelf a Catholic. But 

t,he arch~uk,es haviflg iJ1fonned him. t~at J ean
nin, whofe zeal for the Popifh faith was un

qudtionable, hadcieclared that it would be in 

yain to att~mpt to introduce any prppofal con
cerning religion ampng the preli~rnary ani,. 

cl es: 'Philip doubted whether he could enter 

wiFh a good confcieI)ce into any treaty with 

[uch determined heretics j and therefore hefi

rated, fQr feme time, whether he fhould not 

~tter)y rejeCt the three1 \-yhatever ~onfequence~ 

Plight follow. 

I N order to clifpe! his rcruples, the arch· 
~uke fent to Madrid his confelfor, Ignatio 
;Sr' zuela, a Spaniard of noble birth, eminently 

¢ining~lifhtd for his piety and vir ue, and of 

w~at' experience in th~ aff'a~rs 9f the N~tl1er:
lands. . 
. .. 1. . . 
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BRIZUELA knew well how to make Im

prelIion on the timid, fl1perfritious mind of 
Philip, and judiciollily employed religion 

itfelf as a motive, which fhould induce him to 

.comply with the archduhs n:quefr. If in the 

.co~rfe .of the treaty, faid he, any indlligence 
can be procured for the Catholic inhabitants. 

the French ambafiador will exert his moil: fue-
' nuous endeavours in their behalf; but it is 

necdfary, he added, even for the intereil: of 
religion, that the truce fhould be condudd, 
leil:, coniidering the difficulties under which 

the archdukes muil: labour in refuming the 
war, inil:ead of rt-eil:ablifhing the Catholic 

faith in the rebellious provinces, it fhall b", 
expofed to d;...nger in thofe wI ich have been 

brought back to their allegiance. 

To this reafoning Philip lifrened with great 
attention, and feem.ed to be in a great mea{ure 
fatisfied, that he ought not any longer to with~ 

hold his confent; but chofe, as ufual, before 
he gave an explicit anfwer, to hear the opinioR 
of his favourite the duke of I .erma. T!t~ 

duke had not, it ihould fcem, as yet formed a 
decifive refolution with regard to the pan 
which it would be moil: prudent. for him to act. 
on the prefent occafioo. He had long experiT 
,~Ced the moil: infurmoun ~ble difficult ies iq. 

J3 P 4- fUfl!i 'n .. 
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furnifbing the nece~ry expences of the war; 
and he dreaded, if it were not fp edily brought 
to a conclufion, that fome great difafter migh~ 
happen in the Netherlands, which would not 
be afcrit>ed to the marquis of Spinola, whQ 

pad fo often given the moft unqueftjonable 
proofs of military prudence and capacity, but: 
to him, by whom that general had beell 

difappointed in the fupplies and reinforce
ments which had been promifeci him. For 
~his reafon, and perhaps too, as was 1ufpeCted 
by his coptemporaric-s, from his jealoufy of 
Spinola, who ha4 rendered himfelf of fo great 
importanpe as to rival him, or at Jeafr to . 

~njoy too large a !hare in the royal favour: he 
had from the beginning been extremely in

tent on the eftablifhment of peace. Obferv
jng, however1 that both the pride of the 
Spanifh nation, and Philip's fuperftition, were 
alarmed by the conceffions demanded by the 
!tates, he had not ventured to advife a cornpli
~nce with their requefts . But it wo~ d be 
much e~fier, he was perfuaded~ to reconcile th~ 
Spaniards tp the truce than to a pea~e1 as the 
~onceffions to be made in the former were not 
~o be perpetual; and fhilip's r~ligious fcruples 
~eing ifl a g reat meafure. removed, by what 
fhe conferror had reprefented to him, he laid 

afide that hefitation and referve with which' he 
.... . '" ... I I • • ".. 

~aH 



• 

PHILIP III. KING OF SPAIN. 

had hitherto acted; and muting his influence 
to that ofBrizuela, and of feveralothet Spanifu 
eccleli fries, who were devoted to hi interefr, 
be foon perfuaded P hilip to grant his ratifica
tion of the pre iminary articl s. It was im
mediately tranfin itted to the archdukes, ac
compaJil ied with a recommendation to avoid, 
if pomble, the confenting to an exprefs per
,nimon of the Indian trade J and, if pomble, 
likewife to procure fome indulgence for the 
'popiili inhabitants in the United frovinces •• 

DUR I N G the confdfor's fray at M adrid, the 
French and Englifh ambaffadors were employ
ed in preparing at the H agtJe the fevei'al arti
des of the treaty. And as the archduk 's com
mifIioner,s had fome months before, at the:> de
fire of ~he ftates, who dreaded their fecret 
practices . rnong th~ deputies, returned to 
Bruffels, the negociations between the media
tors ard them h~d hitherto been carried on by 
letters. 

BUT ~s this method of-conduCting the treaty 

was attendeq with he ~ofr ~edious delays, J ean
rin, in his own n rpe, aijd that of the other am-

• Bentivoglio paffim. Negotiations de Jeanni~ tom. iii, 
P: 2£3, 214. & 329, 330. Grotius. Winwood, vo!. ii. 
p. ~ 38. ~oo, &c. Jeanml1, tom: iii. p. 10. &- tom. ii. p. 335, 
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baIfadors, propafed to the archdukes that they 
~ould fend their commiffioners to meet with 

them at Antwerp . . This propofal was readily 
complied with, and bot~ parties arrived in that 
place in the beginning of February 16°9. 

THE amhaffadors had brought with them a 
copy of the articles of the truce, of which 
ther had obtained the approbation of the 
ftates: and they had engaged, that unlefs the 
archdukes commiffioners !hould adopt it with 
out any material alteration, within eight days 
af:er their arrival in Antwerp, they ihould 
break off the conferences, and decline all fur
ther negociation on the fubjefr. Both the arch
dukes and Spaniards, they knew, were at pre
fenf utterly unprepared for the renewal of the 
war? and nothing, they believed, would <:on.". 
tribute fo much to quicken their refoilltions, 

as the qread of its being mftantly renewed. 

BUT when the refolution of the ftates was 
communicated to the Spaniih or archdukes 
t:ommiffioners, they complained that their 
mafters were rather ufed llnhandfomely, and 
reprefented that the time allowed was too iliore 
for the difpatch of bulinefs of fo great im
portance. The ambaffadors were fenfible of 
,p.e ~r~t~ of what they faid? and obtained ~h~ 

~onrent 
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cGnfent of the ftates to prolong the time; 
after which both parties began ferioufly to 
apply themftlves to the difcuffion of the fe

veral articles of the treaty. 

AGAINST th eJundamental article, which re~ 
garded the liberty and independence of the 
revolted provinces, the eommiffioners offered 
no objeCtion, except to the title aifumed in it 
by the ' ftates, of High and Mighty Lords, 
which they fo obftinately oppofcd, that inftead 
of the te rms high and mighty, the ambaffadors 
were obliged to fubftirute the word illuftrious. 
An article rdating to contributions, amount
ing yearly to 300,000 crowns, which had been 
pai.d to the Dutch by the inhabitants of the 
.open country in Brabant, in order to procure 
an e:xemption £l'om being plundered, was the 
0ccafion of much altercation. The ftates very 

unreafonably required that thefe contributions 
fhould be continued duriug the truce. But the 
mediators, having reprefented to them the in
juftice of t~is requeft, and that the levying of 
contributions was equivalent to a continuance 
9f hoftilities, they at length confented that the 
article £h~uld be ~punged; and ill return for 
this conceffion, the archdukes agreed to yield 
to them fome extenfive diftri s adjoiring to 

Jkr~e~-op-zoomJ Breda, a~d other places, in 
~p~ 
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the poffeffion of the frates, upon condi tion that 

fuch of the inl abitants of thefe diftricts as 

were Catholics fhould be indulged in the fi'ee 
exercife of their religion. 

A propofal was made for a mutual exchange 

of towns, which the contending parties had 

lately conquered from each other; but as the 

conquefts of the Dutch had been much more 

important than thofe of the archdukes, no ex

pedient could be devifed, to which the former 

thought it their intereft to agree : and for. this 

reafon, it waS ftt length determined that both 

parties iliould retain the towns at prefent in 
their poffeffion. The Dutch were equally 

averfe to another propofal, which was urgeo 

wi h much earneftnef- by the Spanifh COITl

miffioners, that all thofe duties 1hould be abo

lifhed, which were exacted in Zealand from 

!hips entering the ScheId, in their way to 

Antwerp. They gave fome ground however 

to expeCt that this matter might afterwards be 

amicably adjufted: and the archdukes were 

the more eafily perfuaded to drop their re

queft, as they hoped to be able in rhe rime of 

,peace to improve their pofts on h.~ cpaft of 

flanders, and thereby to rival the Dutch in 

tho e branches of commerce which they had

~nwofred during the fubIiftencc of the \\oar. 

; BVT 
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BUT of all the articles of the prefent treaty, 

the moft difficult to b· adjufred to the mutual 

latisfaCl:ion of the parties, was that which 
. regarded the Indian trade. The archdukes 

were aware, that unlefs the Dutch were grati
fied in this point, no accommodation whatever 
could take place ; nor were the>y or their fub

jecl:s perfonally interefted in refufing to com

p ly with their requeft. But being well ac

quainted with the obftinate and abfurd reluct-. 

ance of the Spaniards againft making any con

eeffion on this fllbjeCl:, they frill fllfpected, 

notwithftanding their ('1nguine hopes of . the 

fuccefs of Brizuela's application, that th~ king 

would never confent to ratify the truce, if this 

conceffion were explicitly expreffed. They 

were, for this reafon, extremely folicitoll! to 

perfuade the French and Englifh ambaifadors 

to agree to fuch an indirect form of exprcffion, 

as might not alarm the pride or prejudice of 

the Spaniards, while it would adrnit of being 

in terpreted in favour of the Dutch. The am
baffadors were not averfe to this expedien ; 

and they afterwards prevailed upon the ftates 
to confent to it, by giving then; a declaration 

in wriring, thlt notwithftanding the generality 

and" obfcurity of the terms in whi h the article 

was couched, they underftood it as containing 

a full' permiffion -to the Dutch to carryon 
their 
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their trade in evety part of India that was not 
under the dominion of the crown of Spain J 

and by engaging likewife in the name of the 
kings whom they reprefented, to guarantee 
this article relative to the Indian trade, as well 
as all the other articles of the pnefent treaty •• 

SUCH were the principal points difcuffed 
between the archdukes commiffioners, and the 
French and Englifh ambaifadors, in the con
ferences that were held at Antwerp. Soon 
after the confeffor arrived at Bruffels with 
Philip's ratifica~ion of the preliminary articles; 
nnd nothing now remained but to fettle fame 
matters of fmaller con[equence, and to give 
the treaty its jufr form, in order to its being 
figQed by the contending powers. 

1 N confequence of permiffion hom the arch
dukes) the Dlltchcommiffioners formerly men
tioned, who had hitherto remained at the 
Hague, repaired ';0 Antwerp: and that no fo
lemnity might be wanting to a deed of fo 
great importance, an extraordinary affembly of 
deputies from all the provinces and to~ns of 

the union was fummoned to meet at Ber~en

op-zoom, where they might be at hand to ra

tify the feveral articles of the treaty, as foon 

* Ben:lvoglio. Grottus, lib. nIt. Ate. 
as 
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as they ihould be digefted by the commiffioners 
into proper form. As the confederates had 

not for many years been engaged in any matter 
. in which they were fo deeply inter fred, there 

were more than eight hundred dt:puties pre
fent ill this affembly. 

THE commiffioners, together with the French 
and Engliil1 ambaffadors, had meetings every 
day in the Hotel de ViHe <)f Antwerp.i and 
there was frill confiderable diverfity of fenti
ments among them with regard to certain ar
ticles of the treaty, and particularly with r .. 
fpeCt to the time during which the truce lhould 
fubfift. It was at length agreed, that it "lhould 
be concluded for twelve years from the pre
fent pel iod.i and as foon as this and the osher 
points in difpute were fettled, and the treaty 
drawn up in the ufual form, it was tranfmitted 

to Bruffels and Bergen-op-zoom, to receive 
the fanction of the archdukes and of the ftates.i 
and was finally concluded on the 9th of April 
160 9-

IT confifted of tight and thirty articles j the 
moft important of which were thofe which 
have been already m(>ntioned. The refl: had 

• been prepared by Barnevelt, and were equally 
calculated to promote the 1ecurity and intereft 

of 
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BOO K of individuals nd.of the {late. . No indivi· 
Ill. 
-- duals had merited fo highly frem the republic 

,6Q\1. 
as 

"'" Among other articles it was llipdhed, that, during 
the continuance of the truce, all hoflilities fhould ceafe by 
[eas, rivers. and land, between the [ubjefrs, inhabitantR; 
and perfons refident in th territories of the king of Spain 
and the archdukes, on the one hand, and the United States 
on the other, without any exception of p aces or perfon3 
whatever. 

That either party fl10uld retain fafe and entire poifeflion 
of whatever provinces, cities, places, lands, and principa~ 
Jities it then enjoyed; and that the fame conditions fhould 
be ob[erved wit 1 regard to difhiCl:s, villages, and lands 
and territories thereon depending. 

That the fubjeC\:s;-anG petfons refiding in the dominions 
of Spain and the archdukes, of the one part, :lnd of the 
United States, of the other, fhould naturally c~ltivate 
good-will and friendfhip. 

That al1 reproach, re[entm~nt, and revenge on ac<!otmt ' 
of pab: hofiilities and injuries, fhould ceafe ; and that there 
lbould be a free and equal trade between the fubjefrs of 
the contracting partics, by rivers, feas, and land. 

That it fhould not be lawful to fiop or h y hands on 
merchants, proprietors of Chips, Chipmallel'Sj or their crews, 
or the fhips or merchandize, or goods of any kind, on any 
pretence ; bu. that juftiee fhould have its u[ual courfe for 
the recovery of debts, and in criminal profeclltions. 

If any judg:ne'nts or fentences had been paLTed againft 
the adherents of either party, on the footing of contu· 
macy, and that fuch per[ons had been condemned without 
being defended, either in civil ot criminal clufes, fuch 
judgm,ents or fentences were not to be carried into execu
tion during the truce, either againfi: the per[ohs or goods 
of individuals fo condemned. 

Such perfons, or their beirs and executors, as had fof

fered the lofs of their property throllgh th e rage of party, 
or the violence of war ; by the rapine and injuOice of ill 

dividuals, 



PHILIP m. KING OF SPAIN. 

as thore of the family of N aifau; and all par
ties readily concurred in giv"4lg them proof on 

this 

dividuals, and without the authority of the magiftrates. and 

the countenance and proteCtion of the laws; fuch penon. 
were to be reinflated. in virtue of the prefent treaty. in 
the full pofiefiion and enjoyment of their effea and ellates. 
even althoUgh they lhould have aCtually pafred into the 
condition. and illumed the appearance and nature of good. 

confifcated: whether they might have been depolited as 
pledges. given away as donations, or alienated and tranr
ferred by any rpecies of bargain, tranraffion, or renunci
ation. 
If the goods or eftates lhall have pafred out of the ex

chequer. and then difpofed of to private pofrelfots. then 
h was ftiplllated, that intere!1: lhould be paid ,to the right 
owners of the goods. or efrates, at the rate of tiT per cent. 
per annum. And if this payment lhould be delayed, it was 
agreed, that the proprietors lhould be paid out of t~e frock 
or capital. But if the difpofal or transference of ruch good. 
and eftates. ~y the exchequer. had been accompanied 
with fuch folemnities as coonfiitute legal deeds. and the 
names of the right owners been erared and fuperreded. by 
fuch legal formalities as conftitute legal rights and e1aims~ 
yet even in that cafe; it was provided. that their eillltes, 
rights and properties lhould be refi:ored to the right owners. 
t ey refunding to any perrons that might be at that timo 
in pofreffion, the bona fide price (where any had been 
given) which fuch perCons might have paid art purchl\{jng 
any of the faid lands or properties fIDee the c:onfifcation. 
within the Cpace of a year from the date of the prefent treaty' 

That no length of time. ot even the wholt {pace from 
the very beginning of the commotions in 1567, lhould be 
c:onfidered as having conferred a p fcriptive rigbt to 

Jlroperty. 
PerCons who. during the cOUtCe of the pr.rent war, had 
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this occafion of th~ir refpeCt and gratitude: 
By one article of the truce it was prbvided 
that none of the de~cendants of William, the 
firft prince of Orange, fhould be liable for the 
debts which that prince had contraCted from 
the year 1.567 till his death. And by another, 
that [uch of his eftates, within the territory of 
the archdukes-, as had been confifcared; llitlUld 
be ieftored, and his heirs permitted to enjoy 
them unmolefted during ~he continuahce of the 

truce -. 

retired into the dominions of nen ral powers, were to be 
comprehended, and h-ave the fuU bene'fit Ilnd ad antage 
of the treaty: they were to return; if! they were fo in
clined, to the plaees of their former abodes, 'or to fe ttle in 
whatever place they Ihould chu'fe, provided alwa.ys,that they 
fuould s;omply with eftablilhed manners, laws, and cufioms. 

It was declared, in general terms, that all conMcarlO'l1s, 
and difinherifons, and tran'sferen<!"~ of property diat had 
originated in the violence of civil war, and the bitternefs 
of party zeal, !hould be broken, cancelled, ~nd t'o all in
tents and pUI'pofes null and void. 

* 'Belides thefe proofs of attachment'to the family of the 
prince of Orange, th: ftates had, fome time Hefore the 
conclufion of the trilee, refo!ved that prin e Maurice's ap
pointme'nts, as admiral arid captaiu-general, !hould not 
fufFer any ditrlinu1ion from the reduttion of the forces. 
They even g!ve him an additional revenue, as a com pen
fation'for his !hare of the prizes anclcontriblltions; and 
they likewife augmented the appointments of prince Henry 
Frederic, and count William Lewis of Na1Tau. Such wa 
the concllifion of that negoti tion, which, for filore than two 
years, had employed the attention, not only of the con· 

trailing parties, but likewife offuoft of the other princes 
and ilate, in Europe. ' 

9 THE 
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T HE archdukes engaged that there and ~ 
the other articles fhould, within the fpace of 
.three months, be ratified by the king of Spain ; 

and the king's deed of ratification was ~ccord.

ingly delivered to the frates a few days before 
the expiration of that term, to trans er to his 
brother and his children the feveral high emp 
ployments which he held, at whatever perioci 
-he lhould think fit. Thefe refolutions of the 
ftates {eem to have origiI ted from the Fr.en~p. 
monarch, and were formed at the inftance .of 
Barnevelt, whom J cannin had enga~ed to enter 
into his mafrer's views. No perfon queftioned 
that prince Maurice's family were :well en .. 
titled to every matk of favour which the ftates 
could befrow; it was rather unfortunate how
ever for dle princ..e's .chara&er, that, after fo 
violent an oppofition to the truce, his acquief.. 
cence in it wa fo quickJy followed by pecu
Jliary rewards. But although his enemies were 
oifpofed tG infinuate that thefe rewar<ls were 
rather to be confide red as the price .of his 

. fllence than as rewards for ·his former fervices, 
there is nothing to juft-ify thefe infinuations in 
-the numerous letters extant -in :T eannin's nego-
-ciations, ~ither of the king or the miniRers of 
France. 

TJlE Dutch were hencefon ard conIidered 
as a ...free and independent people. Having 
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gained immortal honour by the magnanimity 
which they had difplayed during the contimr
ance of the war, they were now confide~ed as 
having obtained the reward w,hich tiheir virtue 
merited; and were every where refpected and 
admired. Their minifters at foreign courts were 
now received with the fame diftinEtion as thofe 
'Of other fovereign powers} and their alliance 
w~s courted by nations who had formerly re
guarded them as rebela, that muft fpeedily fub
mit to the yoke which they had fhaken off. 

ON the othet hand, the reputation of the 
Spanifh. nation received a mor!!al weund; and 
their power teafed to be regarded with the fame 
dread as formerly. They had been foiled by 
a hmdful of their own fubjetl::s, and would nor, 
it was fuppofed, any longer pretend to giVI: 
law to other nations. The high fpirited nobi
lity, ~nd the people in general, were fecred,. 
mortified by the conceffions which the Dutch 
had been ,able to extort; and were ready to 
afcribe the humiliation which the natiafl -' had 
fuffered, not 'fo much to any infurmountable 
difficulty ill the eonteft in which it had been fo 
long engaged, as to mifconduCt and w~nt of 
vigour on the part of government. 

. 
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TH~ Spanifh nation w~ now at pe~ce 
with all the world, except the piratLe 

p:ates of Barbary; and it might juilly J1ave 
peen expected thllt the king and ~is minifters 
wou~d ~ave in~Cj.ntly applied themfdves to th!! 
~ealing of thofe WO~Q.ds whicq the mQn'l-rchy 
had received dijrin& the continuance of tlie 
war. But their incapacity for government, 
joined to their bigoted zeal for the Catholic 
fuperftition) prevented them from availing 
theI!lfelves of the tranquillity which they en
joyed, and determined them to engage in a new 
enterprize, which, although their endeavours 
were attended with greater fuccefs than had ac
j::ompanied their attempt to fu bdue the Uni~ed 
.Provinces~ proyed no lefs pernicious ~o ~~e 
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BOO K nat~onal profperity; The Spani1.h arms had 
.... _I_V_. __ been unfuccefsfully employed aga:infl: foreign 

Ateoun! DE 
the More!. 
COU. 

natiof':ls for more thah half a century, and 

all ranks of men had felt the neceillty of put
ting a period to the war; yet no . fooner was 
lleace eftabUfhed than it was refclved to e~
pel from the bofom of the kingdom feveni.l 
hundred thoufands of its moft indurtrious in

habitants~ 

THE Morefcoes had lived in Spain for more 
than eight hundred years ~ and ftill, after fo 
long a, period, remained a feparate peoplt; 
diftinguifhed from the Spaniards by their. lan
guage, their religIOn" their ~haracter, and 
their manners. . " 

TH J? prefent race were the defcendants of 
thofe fanatic warriors, w'ho, iifuing forth from 
the defarts of Arabia, actuated with the wild, 
ambition of compelli~g mankind to embrace 
t'he Mahometan fuperftition~ had, with moft 
i'ftonifhing rap;dity, reduced under fl,.lbjectio~ 
~b their ' ~aliphs, Perfia~ Sy,ria1 Paleftine, and 
tgyp't~ and had afterwards e~tended 'th~ir 'con-' 

quefts as far as the Stra~ts of Gibraltar along 
~e coaft of 4\.fr\ca~ From Africa they tranf
ported 3;n army into Spain, where in lefs than 
~wo years they expelled the Chrii;tian inhabi
~n~s from::ill the o.pen and mor<: fertile .rarts 

of. 
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of the kingdom, an~ obliZed tl1em to ta~~ ~el~ 
.ter in tpe mountainous !egio~~ of A~r~a, and 
the oth,er ,northern pro:vinces. 

PPAIN ~ad, apout thr;e cen. t4rie$ before, 
been couquered by the Goths, who had not 
only e.mbraced the r.eljgion, ht;t ha.d like-

. wife, as far as could be e~p.rCl:ed frgm igno; 
rant Barbarians, ad~pted the language of the 
former inhabit.ants, and the · diilinCtion be
tween the conquerers and the conquered had 
}ong bee~ loft. Their hogllage was that cor
rupt dialeCl: of ~~e Roma~ tongue, with a .mix
ture of the Gothic, which is frill the ~al1guage 
of c;:~ftile ; and their religion :was , th~ ,Chrift; 
ian, mingled with .the fuperftitions of the , 
church of Rome. They )leld Ithe r.e1igK>n of 
their ,invaders in great abhorrence, .aI}d 9 log 
at the fame time zealou!1y attached to their 
,own, grea,t n,umbers of thefl! chofe, r,\ther 
than be guflty ~f aMft~cy, to abandon )lhe 

fertile p rovinces whiq~l ~h~y ~ad [0 Jong in
habi ted, a d to fly, wi~h (the' r wives flpd child~ 

ren, t? thofe uncultivated p rr;s of the) il)g

don;, vh,~re, a;.r ida: cf1V~s ,a~d t;oqks, they 
might maintain th~ir rrtiligion .<wd t~ir li. 
berty. 

T rI-U! MooI'?, in the nJe~n ime, ~{tab 4hed 
their ~Qrninion in Portugal, in 'the g~eater'part 

C c 4 01 

BOOK 
• IV • --



Boott 
IV. 

HIST.oRY OF THr REIGN OF 

of Caftile, Murci' , • Andalufia, Valencia, and 
~ ranada, -Their kings made c~oice of Cor
p.ova for their place of refidence; and, -as 
nUP1erou~ fupplies of people every year ar
rived from Africa, they foon attamed fuch a 
degreo of frrength as ~onvin~ed the Chrifrians 
that no attempt to recov~r t~eir poffem~~ 
could proye eifecwal~ - . 

A PREDA~ORll war however was begun, 
within half a century after the conquefr, and 
the Chriftians, excited and conducted by Pe~ 
lagio, and other defceridants of their ancient 
kings, gave many fignal proofs of heroi~ 
bravery; but their fuccefs did not fully cor
refponp . t~ t~eir ex~rtions~ ti~l a ~onfiderable 
time afterwards, when var~ous caufes con~ 
curred to ~eoder the cootefr 1ef~ unequal. 
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tnee, affumed the titles o~ kings themfelves, 
ltJldereCl:ed their governments into feparate 
and indel'endent frates. They were often en
gaged in war againfr each other, or the king 
of Cordova, from whom they had revolted '. 
their frrength was thereby much impaired, 
llnd thC;y could feldom act in concert againft 
their common enemy . 

. IT was long before the Chrifi:ialls Goqll;l 
rightly improve the opporqmlcies w~ich w~rj: 
thus afforded them. for ~hey too were diviq.-
ed into feveral uncqnn(!4ec! fovereignties j ' and, 
for many y~ars, throJ.lgh mifunder!tandings. 
joined to ¢e di~ance at whi~h they lay from 
one another, they fO!lnd ~~ no Jefs Qifficl)lt ~o 
aCl: in concert than the Moors. But, at Idlgth, 
feveral of thefe little fovereignties being unit-
~d under one head·, the war was carried on 
with greater vigour than ever on the part of 

BOOI;; 
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the Chriftians. The Mahometans were, in 
Iilumberlefs rencounters, overpowered. They 
~ere expelled frpm many parts o( the open 
~ountry, of which they had long h~~d pof.
femon, ~Iand had much reafoq to apprehend I . 
fhat, if tqey ~id ~ot correa: the ~rrors in t~eir 
government or fon~uCl:, whi~h had o~cafion ... 

t .¥n~cr ~ancho. an. 103$' Mariana, lib. viii, 
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cd their misfortunes, tMy muft ere long fink. 
under the· growing power and fupel'io braver., 

of the enemy. 

THEIR downfall was long retarded by the 
toliy of the Chrifiians, who, on numberlefs oc
cafions, fuffered equally with the Moors froM 
the want of concord. Far from taking warn
ing from the misfortunes of the Moors, they 
were almoft continually at war with each other, 
and often feemed to be no lefs intent on one 
another''S defrruCl:ion than on that of their com
mon enemy. It often happened that, by the 
con'lueR;s which they obtained over each 'other1 

ftates of a confiderable magnitude were form
ed, the fovereigns of which, if they had act
ed Wifely, mull: have proved an over match for 
the Moors. But thefe 'ftates were no fooner 
formed than they were again diffolved, through 

(he pernicious praCtice adopted 'by the king~" 
bf dividing their dominions among their chil
dren. This 'praOtice, of which there are many 
infbnces in the 'hifrory of Spain, was, at dif
ferent periods, a copious fo~rce of animo£lt}t 
-ancl difcord. I t proved equally pernicious to, 
the people, and to the families of the kings" 
:tnd long rendered it impoffible for them to. 

make any confiderable effo{~ againft the in
~dels. 



PHILIP III. KING OF SPAIN. 

THUR exertions, however, ere generally 
much more vigorous and fuccefsful than thofe 
of their opponents j and before the:: end of the 
thirteenth century, they had acquired the king
do~s of Cafri1e, Navarre, Arragon, Murcia, 
and Valentia. '1lheir inteJline divifions frill 
rofe, at times, to t~e fame height as formerly; 
flnd the Chrifrian, as well as the Mahometan 
parts of Spain, exhibited, almoftevery year, 
fome new fcenes ofbloodlhed and devafration; 
till toward the end of the fifteenth century, 
when, by the marriage of Ferdinand with !fa
bella, the crown of Cafrile was united to that 
of Arragon: an event which, while. it in a 
great meafure fecured internal tranquillity to 
~he Chriftians. gave them a decided fuperiori-
nr over their ancient enemies. • 

AT this period the only Moorilh kingdom 
which remained unconquered wa that of 
~ranada, which contained a great extent of 
fertile country, and feveral of the ftrongeft 
~owns in Spain. From the fituation of fome of 
the chief of thefe tJwn~ on the fea co aft, 
the Moors could eafily Ieceive affiftance from 
their friends in Africa j and Ferdinand wa£ 

pn this account the more folicitous to deprive 
th~m of fo important a poifeffion. 

THIS, 

»00)( 
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TIHS artful print,e was feklorh at a lofs tq 
find pretexts to colour his ambirious enter
prizes; and the prefent juncture was ~e moll: 
favourable to his defign which cou14 juftly be 
expetl:ed. There were two competitors> at 
this time? for the crown of Grana a, Albo
hard ill,' and his nephew Boabdi la: and the 
whole kingdom was torn in pieces by the coo
tending parties, who often fatiated th~lr vell~ 

geance in each other's blood. 

fERDINAND could not fuffer fo favourable 
an opportunity tG ekape: he firil: entered in .. 
,to an alliance with the nephew againft the 
uncle, under the cover of which he made 
war upon the latter, and expelled him from 
hi5 t~rritories; and foon afterwards~ he tum .. 
ed his arms againft his ally, made himfelf maf
ter of the city of Granada·, and a1l his other 
fortified places; , and, although he frill af
feCted to treat him with refpetl:, he foon ren
dere-d it neceirary for him to abandon his ,do
minions, and retire to Africa. 

\ 

IN the profecution of the war, Ferdinand 
gave proof of great abilities, as well as oftho 
moil: cOllfumma~e artifice. Notwithftandi~g 
~r.ich, it was pro~ratl:ed to the ~ufua11engdi 

, . 
* An,n. 149%' 
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of ten years; and, from the difficulty which 
he encountered in his operations againft a peo
ple fo much weakened by inteftine divifions, 
it is probable that he would not have been 
ab~e to complete their [ubjection, jf their 
whole force united had been employ d in 
repelling his ,attacks. Their kings had, in a. 

• great meafure, 10ft their affeCtion by their 
folly and mifconduCt; and, for this reafon, 
they were not fo reluctant as they would 
otherwifi have been, againfr transferring their 
allegiance; but they required, and Ferdi
nand judged it expedient, to grant them llch 
conditions as they ~hOllght would , But them 
nearly on the fame footing with his other 
fubjeB:s. 

OF there conditions it was one, that they 
fuould be permitted the free exercife of 
their religion; and for the firfr [even years 
after the conqueft, no violence was offered 
them on that account. Ferdinand expecreCl, 
that after the abolition of their goveroment, 
they might eafily be converted to the Chriftian 
faith. But finding that the in(l;ruCl:ions of 

j 

the eccleuafrics oil this head were not attended 

with th~ aetired effeB:, he refolved, notwith
ftanding his engagement cotlfirmed by an oath, 
rath.~r to emplQY compuHiu than any longer 
to indulge fo great a proportion of his fub
jecu in the ex.ercife of a falfe religion. 

397 
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HE made choice of the celebrated Ximenes, 
archbifhop of Toledo, to carry his defign in:' 
to execution; and for this purpofe, ordered 
him to repair to Granada, with full power 
to employ whate.ver meafures he fhould Judge 
to be moil: expedient. Ximenes began with 
careffing, and making prefents to fome of the 

leading men among the Morefcoes, and thus 
perfuaded fome of them to fubmit to be bap
tized. But, making little progre1s in this way, 
and his natural impatience and feverity quick
ly prompting him to have recoud"e to 0 ther 
methods more agreeable to his difpofition, he 
threw aU fuch of their leaders as refufed to 
comply with his requeil:, int<> prifons and 
dungeons, where they were treated as if they 
had been guilty of the moil: atrocious crimes. 

T HE people, highly incenfed againft him on 
account of this violent procedure, took up 
arms, and having furrounded his palace, de
manded that their leaders might be r.cleafed. 
'But having no perfon among them invefted 
with authority to conduct their operation~, 

they were quickly difperfed by the co~nt 4e 
Tendilla, the governor of the citadel j imm~
oiate'y after which, Ferdinand, by the advice 

of Ximenes, [eDt judges to Granada, and by 
.chefe judges the j>t'oj>le were fO~lIld guifty of 

T~ian 
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rebellion againft his government. 1 t WIl! de- B 0 Q E 
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elared by thefe judges, that the whbJe Morer.. -
coes i~ Granada, though only a [mall part of .

16
09. 

them had been concerned in the infurretl.ion, 
were yet, on that account, liable to be capitally' 
puniilied: and the king was well prepared 
with his army to carry the fentence into ex: 
ecution. But having offered them a pardon, 
on condition of their embracing the Chriflian 
religion, upwards of fi ty thoufand of them, 
all citizens of the town of Granada, fubmitted 
to , be baptized. 

THE inhabitints ot th couhtry were treated 
with equal violence: for they too, upon re
ceiving intelligence of what had paffed in 
Granada, had begun to put themfelves -in a 
pofture of defence. The count de Tendilla 
was ordered to march againft them with an 
army of veteran troops; and this genera), in 
order to intimidate them, put all 'the inhabi ... 
:tan'ts of one of their towns, men, women, and 
children, to the [word. Still, however, they 
'refufed to lay down their arms, till Ft'rdinand 
himfeIf, at the head of a numerous army, 
"having reduced all their fortified places, the 
greater part of them confented to purchafe 
their lives at the expence f their religion j 
and tfie reft, upon paying ten dollars each of 

them, 
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them, as a ranfom were permitted to traRfpert 
themfelves to Barbary. 

FROM this time, the Granada Morefcoe9 
were confidered by the Spaniards as Chri1t
ians, alt~ough it can hardly be luppofed that 
any of them were lincerely 'converted to the 
Chriftian faith. They were fryled the New 
,Chrilhans, in contradiftinB:ion from the Spa
niar~s, who were called the Old. They were 
not admitted to the enjoyment of any o~ce, 
either in the church or frate. But when they 
difcovered, on ,any occafion, an attachment to 
Mahometanifm, th)l were treated by the in
quifition as apoftates; and great numbers ot 
them were, every year, condemned by that 
triwnal, and commited to the flames. 

By this treatment, which was equally im
political and unchriftian, theIr prejudices a
gainft the catholic religion, and the SpanHh 
government, were ftrengthened and confirmed. 
Their ill humour, howe.ver, fhewed itfelf only 
in murmurs and complaints: and the' Morel
coes in Granada are fcarcely mentioned in the 
Spaniih hiftory, till the reign o( Pliilip U. 
when in confequence of {relli oppreffion, hav-
ing made an unfuccefsful attempt to vindicate 
their liberty, moft of them, as formerly related j 

were 
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were tranfplanted into CaIljle and other inland BOO It 
IV. 

provinces. 

I T is not to be doubted that Philip · wou 
ha VI! t reated the Morefcoes of Valentia in the 
faine manner as thofe of Granada, had he not 
been deterred by his exp~rience of the expence 
and danger with which the redufrion of the la -
ter had been accompanied. The Moorifh 
kingdom of VaJentia had been conquered by 
James 1. king of Arragon. before the middle 
of the t~irteenth century; and thi prince 
had been extremely folicitous to have the JleO--; 
pIe converted to the Chriftian faith. He lradp 

for this purpofe, eretted fchools where the 
ecclefiaftics might learn the Arabic; and, in 
obedience. to his commands; feveral DOlll1ini
cans and other friars had applied themfelves 
to the ftudy of thac language, after acquiring 
which they had enrered on the office of mif
fianaries amo~g the Morefcoes. But whether 
they were not fufficiently acquainted with the 

language to be able to teach in it, or had not 
fufficient pacience for fo arduous a taO< as that 
of combating the religious prejudice of a 
people nottd for their bigotry, they fogn began 
to repre{cnt the Morefcoes as Gbftinate infidel. 
whom it was in vain to expec9: to cooven by 

'\T..oI.. I. D d in-
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inftrutl:ion. Even .miracles, they pretended, 
had been wrought among them witham fuc
cefs, and, therefore, compulfion was now the' 
~~ly expedient that could prove effectual. 

AT the inftigation of th.efe ecc1efiaftics, 
Pope Clement, the fourth of that name, hav
ing advifed the king to expel the Morefcoes 
from his dominions if they fhould frill refufe 
to be converted, James wou] readily have 
embraced his counfel, if he could have per
fuaded his cortes to confent. But b1 the free 
confritutio,n ' of ~he government of Arragon, 
to which Valentia was now annexed, the con
fent of die cortes was requifite j and, although 
the clergy and com,mons were willing to gra
tify tbe king, yet the barons, who fo~efi1w the 
ruin of their efrates if the Morefcoe, their 
vaffals, were expelled, oppofed the meafure 
with fuch inflexible obftinacy" that James 
found it ne~effary to relinquifh his ddign. ' 

The tyran- FROM this period to the cQnquefr of Gra
;~rd~~dg ' nada by Ferdinand, almoft two hundred years 
b~n::Cd had elapfed; and during all that time, the 
col'tcl. Valentia Moors had been indulged in the 

free exercife of their religion. But when 
the barons heard- of the violence with which 

.l'er-
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Ferdinand had treated the Moors of Granada, 
they dreaded an extenfton of his tyranny to 
their vaffals in Valcntia; and, in order, to 
prevent it, they required, and, though with 
fome difficulty, obtained his afft=nt to 'a law 
paffed in the cortes, in the year 1510, when 
it was- ena8:ed, that no Morefeo within the 
kingdom of Valentia 1hould either be expelled 
from the kingdom, or compelled to embrace 
the Chriftian faith. 

NOll were the barons fatisfied with taking 
this . precaution j but, in order to prevent the 
court or the ecclefiaftics from revi~ing their 
defign in any future reign, they refolved tC) 
make it henceforth a part of their king' s eoro~ 
nation oath, that, on no pretence whCltever, 
he fuould attempt to expel the Morefcoes 
from Valenda, or employ (orc;e to engage them 
to embrace the Chriftian religion; that he 
:1hould never attempt, dire8:ly or indireruy, to 
procure a difpenfation from this oath, nor even 
accept of a difpenfation, in cafe it lhould be 
offered him. ' ' 

TH'IS oath was fworn a few years afrer, by 
Charles V. at his acceffion; and the barons 
feemed then to poffefs the utmoft fecurity 
which they could defire againft any future op-

D d 2 preffion 
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p~mon of their v~tr~ But they f(lop ~"'i 
rienced how iMffe~ tqe-wifeft P"C~ut~OIlf 
fom~times pro.vc againft the ev-;ntl of f9rtyoc. -
A bloody war having broken out be~D th, 
C9mmons and nobles of V alcntia, ~n the ye~ 
152~, the former, ~ted PaWy perhaps b, 
relig\ous 'bigotry, but principally by reveng~ 
againft the latter, pllblilhed a ~anifc.fto re., 
'quiring ;lll the Morefcoes, under the penalty 
, of death, immediately to eqtbrace the ~alic: 
religion. The nobles were at that dme un;-
a91e, ,0 afford them F.~a:i.on ~ their 
enemies f and as the ' Morefc~ wer~ them,:, 
felves fufficiently acquaint~d with the viole ,t , 

dla~aaer' of the commons, they knew that i~ 
Wmlld be in vain to offer any remonftran:ce on 
the fubjea. Without delay, therefore, almoR: ' 
l1]e whole of them confCS1red to be ~t' zed. 
in the hope,s that, hen ~uiUity fhould be 
reftored, no advantlge would be taken by the 
court of this geed of thei~ which was known 
to be the effect of lawle fOrce and violence. 

13 UT no foaner were the civil c~lJ'dlJOtion~ rI 
the kingdom compafed, than Charles, having 
convened an aff'embly of' the clergy to con
fKier of the validity of that baPJifm, te which 
the Morcfcoes had been obliged to fubtnil. it 
was determined by dtis dCmbly, that altbeugb 
dlcy ought DOt CO bave been compelled to fub. 

mit 



rHILIP m. ICING OF SPAIN. 

mit to be baptized, the character thereby 
imprefftd upon them wu indelible, they were 
hencefOrth to be confideted as Chriftians, and 
in the cafe of a defeCtion from the catholic rtli
Uglon, to be treated as apoA:ates; that the 
hame of Gdd, as Is fubjoined 1n the decree) 
may Mt be blafphemed, nor contempt brought 
upon the Chriftian profeffion. 

TH& Morefcoes, confcious of a fincere at
tachment 'lO the Mahometan faith, and being 
at no lofs to underftand, that by this decree it 
was intended they fuould henceforth be fubject 
to the jurifdiction of the inquifition" they had 
no other expedient lefe to fave themfelves from 
the cruelty of that: barbarous tribunal, but to 
~ert, (which great J1umbers of them die) that 
they had not been baptized; and as, amidft 
the confufion of civil difcord, no regifter 9f 
their baptifm had been kept, it was impoffiblo 
in moft cafes to di ve thei~ affertion. 

0, this difficulty' the ecclefiaftics gave in-. 
formation to the emperor; and, about the fam 
time, a difpenfation from his coronation oath 
Was fent him by the pope·. CharIn had ac
quired a great acceilioo of power by his fup 
prefi"lOn of (he late rtlxllion j and the power 
ftf ~ nobles had fuifered proportional ell .. 

.. Clement VII. VWe Geddes, 

DdJ mj,nutioIl. 
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minution. Being no ger afraid, therefore, 
of any oppofition which he might receive from 
the Y ~Ientia barons, ~nd being delivered from 
his religious fcruples by the pope's difpenfa
tion from his oath, he firft* gave orders to the 
clergy to apply themfelves to the inftruction 
pf the Morefeoes in the Chriftian faith, com ... 
manding the barons to require a punB:ual at ... 
tendanee from their vaffals, on the inftrufcions 

that filoulcl be s.ivep them; and in the follow
ing year he ordered all the MorefcoesJ who 
denied their having been formerly baptized", 
; ither immediately co fubmit to that initiatory 
rite, or to quit the Spanifh dominions, under 

the penaltr of perpetual feryitu~e! 

THeE More(coe~ of Pianaguazil 'refufed to 
accept of this a:lter~aiive, and had rec-ourfe to 
arms in their defence ~ but ~hefe men having 
bee~ ~af~y reduced to obedien!=e, it was be
lieved that, after the 15'16; ther~ was 
hardly a fingle Morefco in Spain w~9 ~ not 
fubmi~te4 ~9 ~4e rite pf partlfmT , . ' 

THi:RE ~as po rea(on hpwever to fuppofc 
that any cOQfiderlibl~ number of them were 
fPlcerely conver~ed to the ChriO:ian faith; and 

~ it is irnpoffible for men who aCt a fiCtiti~l!; 
.1 J\nn. 15~~. 
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part uniformly to conceal their real fentiments, 
tht' Hiftory of Spain, during the reign of Charles 
and t lato! l}is fuccetfor is filled with complaints 
againft them . , on account of their infidelity. 
Fre uem councils were held at Madrid, to 
confider of the proper means of effeCtuating their . 
converfion. Orders were repeatedly .fent from 
thence, requiring the clergy to exert them. 
fdvc~ wl[h greater activity in inftructing them, 
and the inquifition every year exercifed againft 
g eat numbers of them its wonted rigour and 

feverity. 

STILL, however, it would feem that their at
tachment to the Mahometan fuperftition, as 
well as to their ancient manners and cuftoms, 
remained as ftrong as ever. • 

N OR will this appear furprifing, if it is true 
that men ar,e commonly attached to a falfe re

ligion in proportion 0 its abfurdity j becaufe, 
no~ lieing accuftomed to employ their reafon 
on the fubject of religion, they are incapable 
of being convinced by reafon. But, befides 
this confideracion, there were other caufes 
which occurred in producing that inconquer
able obftinacy which the Morefcoes difcovered 

i~tpeir adherence to 'Mahor tanifin. They . 
• The reader will remember, that the MoreCc:oes lIere 

fpQken of, are thoCe <?f Va~entia. -
. D4 ~~ 
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