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= !ooz/m proud of profefling a religion, which was
" the religion of all thofe mighty empires that
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had been founded by their anceftors,

Tury had often entertained the hopes of
being refcued by means of the Turks, and
other Mahometans, from the Spanifh yoke, and
could not refolve entirely to abandon a reli-
gion which they expected, fooner or later, to
be at liberty to profefs. Their hereditary ha-
tred of the Spaniards, which had been nourith-
ed by an uninterrupted courfe of hoftilities

- during feveral centuries, had been rivetted,

fince the-conqueft, by the feverity with which
they had been wufed; while their averfion to
the catholic worfhip was heightened by the
appearance which the ufe of images in that
wohip gave it of idolatry, againft every fpecies
of which all Mahometans are actuated with
the moft irreconcileable averfion. When to
thefe confiderations we add how little quali-
fied the Spanifh ecclefiaftics were to inftruét
them in the principles of Chrxfhamty, and
that moft of the Morofcoes lived ,demchcd
from the Spaniards in towns and villages, and
diftriéts by themfelves, feldom affociating with
any but thofe of their own perfuafion, and fpeak-
ing a language of wh#h the ecclefiaftics, as -
well as the people, were extremely ignorant ; :
when all thefe cxrcumﬁamccs are conﬁdered it
will .
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will not be fo furprifing, as at firt fightit soo®
might appear, that {o fmall a number of them .
fhould have been converted to the Chriftian  *%%-
faith.

It muft, at the fame time, be acknowledged
that their infidelity afforded juft ground for
uneafinefs to the Spanifh monarchs, who could
hardly expeét to gain the affections of a peo-
ple differing fo widely from themfelves, and
from their Spanifh fubjeéls, in matters regard-
ed as the moft important and effential. The
moftinveterate enemies of Spain had for many
years been the Turks, and the Moors of Bar-
bary ; and it could fcarcely be fuppofed, that,
in the cafe of an invafion by thefe powers, the
Morefcoes would be averfe to exchange their
prefent mafters, for others, whofe religion,
cuftoms, and manners, wqc fo nearly fimilar
to their own.

Goop policy, therefore, required that no
pains fhould he fpared, on the part of the kings
of Spain, to accomplih the converfion of their
Morefco fubjects. Nor does itappear that thefe
princes were at any time neglectful of an ob-

Jeét which they juﬁ!y deemed fo highly de-
: ferving of their attq:nnon Thcy had inftituted

_ {chools, as already mentioned, for teaching the
_ Arabic tongue. They had often inculcated
upon the clergy, to whom the inftruction of |
ik 1 the
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the Morefcoes was” intrufted, the neceffity of
greater diligence in their endeavours toreclaim
them. The royal commands on this head
had, on different occafions, been inforced by
the Roman pontiffs ; and, in order to engage
men, properly qualified, to apply ‘themfielves
to this important work, they had augmented
the church livings in many of thofe parts of
the kingdom where the Moors refided.

THuese were perhaps the only means which
the religious prejudices of the people, and the
maxims or genius of the Spanith government,
would permit to be employed ; and if the Mo-

refcoes had, at the fame time, been ufed with
greater kindnefs, or even with greater lenity and

forbearance, it is probable that, fooner or later,
thefe means would have been attended with
the defired fuccefs: But, befides that the
faith which the Spanifh princes had pledged
to them when they fubmitted to their authority
had been often violated, they had been from
the beginning treated with every mark of jea-
loufy and fufpicion ; they had been excluded
from all the honours, and from every im-
portant office in the ftate; encouragement had
been given to the moft.minute and malignant
inveftigation of their private conduct; and

after the power of the barons, who had leag -
ated as their protectors, was reduced, they
. : WeIg
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and cruelty of the inquifition *;,

Tune kings of Spain were too deeply
tinctured with the bigotry of the Romifh
chuich, and their maxims of government too de~
fpotic, to allow them to perceive the abfurdity
of thefe meafures, fo. extremely ill calculated
to promote the purpofe for which they were
defigned. Charles the Fifth, however, and
Philip the Second, two princes noted for their
political difcernment, being aware of the pre-
judice which the kingdom would fuftain, if
the Morefcoes, who formed fo great a prop6r-
tion of their fubjects, were expelled, had given
no ground to fufpect that they would ever
confent to their expulfion; nor does it appear
that the clergy, who earneftly withed that this
meafure might be embraced, ever attempted
to recommend it either to Charles or his fon.
But, foon after the acceffion of the prefent
king, they conceived the hopes of being able
to accomplifh their defire ; becaufe both Philip
and his minifter, they thought, would be in-
fluenced more by religious than political con-
fiderations ; and, m cafe they could be per-
fuaded that the intereft of religion was con-
cerned in the expulfion, would be eafily re-

s i ¥ y g -
# Carta de Don Pedrq de Valentia, MS. No. 1.
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~ were expofed a defencelefs prey to the avarice & 00K

x60g.
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- ook conciled to the political inconveniencies that
__L might attend it
sbog.

T e motives which determined the ecclefia-
ftics in their conduct on this occafion were not
merely fuch as were fuggefted by religious zeal
or bigotry. The obftinacy of the Morefcoes in
adhering to Mahometanjfin had been generally
afcribed to the remiflnefs or negligence of thofe
who had been émployed to inftru@ them * ;
and the clergy were fenfible that much greater
pains were requifite for this end than they were
willing to beftow. Befides which, their re-
venues had been taxed for augmenting the
Morefcoes vicarages, and for building and en-
dowing an additional number of churches for
their inftruction. They were, on both thefe
accounts, inflamed again{t the Morefcoes with
a peculiar hatred ; and, in order that they
might at once avoid the labour neceffary for
converting them, and the cenfure which they
muft incur in ‘cafe of their declining it, they
earneftly defired their expulfion; and, in order
to effeCtuate it, were perpetually inveighing
againft them as an incurable race "of infidels,
of whofe converﬁon, without a miraculous in-

* By a brief from the pope, Gregory II'L an. 1576,

o —
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terpofition of Divine Power, no hopes could Bo oK
jultly be entertained. ol

1609,

Or all the ecclefiaftics, the perfon who
difcovered the moft unrelenting hatred a-
gainft this unhappy people was Don John de
Ribera, patriarch of Antioch, and archbithop
of Valentia, an aged prelate, who was held in
high veneration by his countrymen for his
piety and learning ; and, in different hiftories
of his life, publithed in Spain and Italy, is
celebrated as one of the brighteft ornaments
that ever adorned the Chriftian church,

Bur there is nothing for which the hiftos
rians have been fo iiberal in his praife as the
flaming zeal which he difplayed in his® un-
wearied exertions for the expulfion of the Mo~
refcoes, in which they fuppole him to have
been equally animated by a patriotic concern
for the fafety of Spain, and a pious folicitude
for the prefervation of the Catholic faith,

I has been queftioned, however, whether his

motives were in reality fo pure as his admirers

- would have us to believe ; for there is ground

to fufpect, that, after the Pope, at the requeft

of Philip II. impofed a new tax of between

+ ““hrée and four thoufand dollars yearly on the
reve-
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revenues of his archbifhopric, for augmenting

\

. ] ey
e the falaries of the curates employed in in-

. ¥609.

ftructing the Morefcoes, his zeal for their ex-
pulfion became more violent than evet. This
tax, it is faid, neither he, nor:-any of the
clergy in his diocefe, ever paid ; ;and although
the king, in order more eafily to'reconcile ‘the
Morefcoes to Chriftianity, had obtained from
the Pope an edict of grace in their favour, con-
taining a plenary pardon of all their paft of-
fences, on condition that, within the fpace
of four years, they fhould make confeffion to
certain commiffioners, to be appointed by Ri-
bera and the other bifhops, yet this edict was
not publifhed; nor any commiffioners appointed
till after two years and 4 half, when Philip III.
interpofed his authority for that effect.

In defence of the archbifhop’s condué in
thefe inftances, ‘it may be alledged, that, from
long experience, and many fruitlefs trials, he
believed the infidelity of the Morefcoes to be
incurable, and that he would not have thus
ventured repeatedly to difobey the ‘orders of
his fpiritual fuperior, had he not known that
the fovereign pontiff, having the fame opinion
as himfelf of the vanity of all farther attempts
for their converfion, did not ferioufly defire to
have his orders carried into execution. Buc -

%, what-



TS
b

PHILIP III. KING OF SPAIN. 415
whatever were the motives of this prelate’s 200K
condu&, and though it juftly expofed him —w—
to the imputation of wifhing rather to have .
the Morefcoes expelled than converted, -no
perfon had greater influence on this occafion
with the king and his minifters in recom-
mending the meafure that was afterwards
embraced.

From the arguments which he employed Memorials |
in two memorials on the fubject, prefented to Z‘E:ﬁ‘,:,.'i‘l‘.“'
the king, the reader will be better able to Fhozctioes
judge of the motives by which both he and
the court of Spain were determined. In his
firft memorial, dated in the year 1602, his
principal defign was to found their inclination,
and to awaken in them a fenfe of the danger

to which the kingdom was expofed.

® ArTeR all the pains, he faid, which had
been beftowed in attempting to convert the
Morefcoes to Chnftianity, they were {till as
ftrongly as ever attached to the Mahometan
fuperftition. In the kingdom of Valentia, the
bifhops, the rectors, and preachers, had in
vaid ufed their moft ftrenuous endeavours to
perfuade themto avail themfelves of the Pope’s

~ ediét of grace, which had been lately publith-
_..ed. __In reafoning with theirlcadmg men, it
had been obferved, that as often as they were |
put T

’
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put to filence by the arguments employed to
‘convince them, they changed colour, and were
fo inflamed with indignation, . as evidently

- fhewed how much they defired. to be able to

employ force in defence of their opinions.
They correfponded with thofe of their own fect
in the moft diftant part of the country,  and
fent their emiffaries every where, to encourage

.the people to perfevere in. their infidelity.

They:all fpoke with one mouth, and had the
fame anfwer to return to their inftrutors, that
they: were. alveady . Chriftians ; that they had
already confeffed: all the fins of which they
were confcious, to their refpective priefts ; and
that, being occupied with their proper bufi-
nefs, they had not leifure to attend to the con-
dud of others, and therefore knew not of any
perfons who practifed. the rites of the Malio-
metan religions - They had often been con-
victed of falfhood; but on thefe occafions
they were either filent, or they repeated the

~fame reply to the queftions that were put to

them. Since the publication of the edict of
grace, they had celebrated the feftivals of their
religion .with greater folemnity than before ;
and, with much effrontery, had caroufed to-

‘gether, on receiving -intelligence of the un#

fuccefsful iffue of the expedition of bxs ma-

JcﬁysforccsagmnﬁAlgxm SR Ll s
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% From this condu& jof the Morefcoes, Book

continued Ribera, which I have reprefented
with my wonted impartial regard to truth; two
important confequences follow, which require
your majefty’s moft ferious attention,

160g.

“ Tae firft is, that the bifliops, and other
paftors of the church, are laid under the pain-
ful neceffity of doing what many learned
do&ors of the church think unlawful, the ad«
miniftering of the facrament of baptifm to
thofe who they knew will, fooner or later, be-
come apoftates from the faith; for there is
a moral certainty that every Morefco child,
whom we baptize, will, throughthe exampleand
inftruétion of his Mahometan parents, become
himfelf a Mahometan. And this we are taught
to expecty not only by reafon and experience,
but by the fpiritof God, who in fpeaking of the
infidelity of Rehoboam; makes twice ineation,
in one chapter, that he was the fon of Naama,
a Gentile ; which is equivalent to declaring
that to be the child of a mother who is an in-
fidel, and to be educated by her; is a certain
means of making the child an infidel.

¢ In baptizing the Morefco children, there-
fore, our confciences are greatly difturbed
Vou. L Eec with
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] 00K with the apprehenfion that we are gilty of

!609.

violating the commandment of our Lord Je-
fus Chrift, who has prohibited ‘the giving of
holy things to dogs, and the cafting ‘of pcarls
before fwine.

« Nor is this the only unhappy confequence
arifing from the incurable infidelity of the Mo-
refcoes. But the kingdom of Spain is there-
fore expofed to the greateft rifk of becoming
an eafy prey to the hoftile defigns of our ene-
mies. This kingdom was ruined in for-
mer times by the. intrigues of a fingle
perfon, count Julian, at whofe inftigation
it was invaded and fubdued by the Sara-
cens, when they had no friends within the
kingdom to fecond their attempt. - And from
thence may be -perceived how great occa-
fion there is for the moft difquieting appre-
henfions at this time, when there are eftablifh-
ed in the kingdom :ninety thoufand men fit to
carry arms, and all of them actuated with the
moft irreconcileable averfion to the prefent
government. The Turks and Moors are
the moft inveterate enemies of Spain, becaufe
the is the principal bulwark of Chriftendom ;
the French, from jealoufy, or envy of her
greatnefs ; and the Englifh, on account of her
zea] for maintaining the purity of the Catholic—

faith,
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faith: -Is there not juft gfound to dread that ® QO ®
thefe our-foreign enemies; ‘allured by the
hopes of affiftance from thofe whom we nou-
rifh in our bofom, fhall unite their forces, and

undertake the fubverfion of the monarchy?
Efpecially when it is confidered that, with the
powerful affiftance they would receive fiom
the Morefcoes; a fmall number of troops
would be fufficient, and no extraordinary pre-
parations or expence required.

1609.

¢« Tur Morefcoes, in Granada alone, had
withftood the whole force which the late king
could mufter againft them, although,- befides
his Spanith troops, he. brought into Spain
a numerous reinforcement of Germans and
Italians. But, if all the Morefcoes in the dif-
ferent parts of the kingdom were to take arms,
which it is unqueftionable they would do, if
either the Turks, or French, or Englith, were
to attempt an invafion, our condition would
then be the moft deplorable and defperate,
and, like our anceftors, we muft refolve either
to yield our necks to the yoke of conquerors,
or to take fhelter, as they did, among the rocks
and mountains of Afturia.

¢ As often as I have refle&ted on the im-
‘munent danger to which this mighty monarchy
Eez2 ftands
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ftands expofed; I have thought it unaccounta
able, that; during the long reigns of two fuch
wife and powerful monarchs, as the emperor
und the late king, no fufficient fecurity againft

it was provided. Nor can I account for theit

negligence in this refpeét, but on the fup-
pofmon that God; who rules the hearts of
kings, thought fit to referve thisimportant work,
fo worthy of your royal breaft, on purpofe to
adorn the annals of your pious reign; as he
referved the deliverance of his chofen people
for Mofes, their entrance into the profhifed
land for Jofhua, the conqueft of the Philiftines

~ for David, and the inflicting of vengeance on

the Amalekites for Saul.

¢« Frruer this has been his intention, or
he hath fo long prevented the Spanith mo-
narchs from perceiving the neecffity of de-
livering Spain from fo great a danger, that,
by means of the Morefcoes, he may punith us
forour fins. But, in my opinion, one of the
greateft of thefe is the permitting of fo great
a number of inveterate enemies of the church
and ftate for fo many years to retain’ their
power of doing mifchief; noris it reaforiable .

to expect fuccefS in foreign  enterprizes, till

the Kingdom {hall be! purgcd of ‘its: domeftic

foes, T CIUsl ] Hab—r

«< IN
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¢ In the year 1588, when the great Armada » 00K
was deftroyed, I was emboldened by my zea)
vfo‘r the intereft of religion and my country, ***
to reprefent to your royal father, that after
_having long and carefully enquired why it had
pleafed God to permit fo great a calamity to
befall us, I was perfuaded that he intended
thereby to inftrut the king, that, till he had
extirpated herefy from his own dominions, he
ought not to have fuffered bis attention to be
diverted by any thing that paffed in foreign
ftates. And, in like manner, confiding in
your majefty’s clemency for forgivenefs of
the liberty which I take, I muft dcclarc that,
after the mofk mature confideration, it appears
to me, that no other account bug this can be
giver~of the late failure of your expadition
againft Algiers, in which there was nothing
omitted which human prudence could fug-
geft to infure fuccefs.

#< It is the will of heaven, that your ma-
jefty fhould firft provide for the fafety and
- tranquillity of your own dominions; and, in
order to. accomplifh this end, it is neceffary

that your domeftic enemies, thofe apoftates
. from: the faith, who are equally enemies to the

~ftate and to our moft holy religion; fhould be
deprived of the power of difturbing your re-
Ee® pofe,
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poox pofe. -No objet furely. can be more deeply
e interefting ; and therefore I truft 1 fhall be

1609.

pardoned for prefuming, with due humilityy
to exhort your majefty to require your mini-

fters, without delay, to apply themfelves to

the confideration of it, with all that ferious at-
tention which it {o highly deferves, excluding
from all the councils which fhall be held for
that purpofe, all thofe perfons whofe private
intereft may hinder them from perceiving
what is conducive to the public good *.”

Tuis memorial was moft gracioufly re.
ceived by the king and the duke of Lerma,
both of whom wrote letters of thanks to the
patriarch for the wholefome counfel which
it comtained, and required him to give
them his opinion with regard to the proper
means of obviating that imminent danger, ta
which it appeared, from his memorial, the
kingdom was expofed. In cémpliance with
this requeft, and emboldened by the confi-
dence repofed in him, Ribera foon after pre-
{ented another memorial, of which the purport
was, partly to perfuade Philip that no other
means could prove effectual but the utter ex-
tirpation of the Morefcaes 5 and partly ta

* Vita de Ribera,

$ L0 : take
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take off the force of fuch ebjetions, as either B 0%

religion or humanity might fuggeft, to deter 1—60--
him from having recourfe to this expedient. .

In facred writ, he faid, there was no precept
fo often repeated to the chofen people of God
as that of rooting out from among them thofe
infidel nations whom they found in pofieffion
of the promifed land. A ftrit obedience to
this precept was patticularly inculcated on the
kings and rulers of the people; and the firft
king, whom God himfelf had appointed to
rule over them, incurred the divine difplea-
fure, and was deprived of his kingdom, mere-
ly on account of his difobedience. The per=
nicious confequences of permitting the Moref-
coes to remain in Caftile and Arragonewere
the fame as thofe which the children of Ifrael
experienced from their communication with
the idolatrous heathens; for the faithful in
Spain were in equal danger from the infection
of their example, and the extirpation of thefe
infidels was therefore equally incumbent on
the catholic king, as that of the heathens on
the kings and captains of the Jews. ‘

In following “the example of David, and
othcr good kings of Ifrac], Philip would like-
wd'c jmijtate thc conduét of fome of the beft

Ecy and
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poox and greateft of his predecefiors ; .by ‘whom

1609.

the Jews had, a: different periods, ‘been ex-
pelled from Spain, though their provocations
had never been fo great as thofe of the Moref-
eoes ; for the Jews were not heretics and apo-
ftates as they were, and were never accufed
of holding correfpondence with the enemies of
the ftate, ’

His illuftrious grandfather, Charles V. the
wifeft and greateft prince of the age in which
he lived, had publifhed an edit, requiring the
Morefcoes either. to fubmit to be baptized,
or to depart from Spain; expeéting that by
fubmitting to be baptized they would become
both Chriftians and friends. It now ap-
peared how much he was miftaken in this ex-
pectation ; but, from the tenor of his edict, it
was manifeft how much he thought it his duty,
and how neceflary he believed it for the fafety
and profperity of his people, to extirpate ig=
fidels from his dominions,

T ue pernicious effeéts of tolerating ;poﬁatcs-
from the faith, had been feverely felt by the
French monarchs, whofe kingdom had there-
by been reduced to the lowe(t tbb and the.u' Ca-
tholic fubjeéts expoicd for Q.lmoﬁ ha.lf a century,
to all the miferies of civil war ; whereas, if.they
had a&cd conformably to the mcafu.rcs of the

churcb,
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church,and eithier put to death their herctical »- Qo0&
fubjetts, or expelled themy from the kingdom, all =_._L...
thofe unhappy ¢onfequences might have been  ***¥

- -prevented, and the purity of the faith preferved.

Tae temporal as well as the fpiritual in-
tereft of the king’s Catholic and loyal fubje&s,
required that the Morefcoes fhould be expel-
led; becaufe, if they were not, there was much

~ground to apprehend they would ere long be-
come mafters of all the riches in the kingdo
They were not only induftrious, but fi
and parfimonious to excefs. They could la-
bour for much lower wages, and were fatisfied
avith much {fmaller profits in trade than were
requifite for the fubfiftence of the Spaniards;
great numbers of whom were thus gxeluded
both from trade and labour, and thereby re-
duced to indigence, The Spanith villages, all
over Caftile and Andalufia, had fallen into de-
cay; while thofe of the Morefcoes increafed
and flourithed ; and the Spanifth farmers were
unable to pay their rents, though they culti-
vated the moft fertile parts of the country:
while the Morefcoes, who generally lived
in the moft barren parts, after paying the
“third part of their crops to the proprietors
of their farms, were not only shle to fupport
themfelves and ‘their families, but annually
to increafe their ftock,
I
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BOOK I confequence of this, their number had of

1V,

s&——== laté been greatly ‘augmented; and there was

16c9.

ground to dread that; if fome remedy were
not fpecdily applied, the natives would in a
few years be outnumbered and overpowered.
But no remedy whatever, he believed, would
be found effectual, while the Morefcoes were
permitted to continue within the kingdom,
The king’s humanity, he fuppofed, would re-
volt at the thoughts of putting fo many hun-
dred thoufands to the fword, and therefore
the only expedient which remained was to

tranfport them into foreign parts.

He did not however think it advifeable to
expel them all at once: for, as thofe of Va-
lentia lived in 2 great meafure detached from
the Chriftians, in’ villages and diftricts by
themfelves, there was little danger from the
infe@ion of their example ; befides that, the
Moors of thofe parts practifed various ufeful
arts, which were unknown to the Chriftians,
but were extremely neceffary for the comfort
and convenience of life.  If all thefe'Moors
were to be at once expelled, thofe arts would
be entirely loft, and a great part of the coun-
try would become wafte and defolate.  But
althougch for thefe reafons it might be judged
expedient to delay their expulfion, they ought,
in the mean time, to be.Joaded with taxes for

the .
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the maintenance of an army, fufficient to pre-
yent any prejudice that might arife from per-
mitting them to remain ; their numbers ought,
as quickly as poffible, to be diminifhed, by
fending annually - fome thoufands of their
young men to the gallies and the mines, and
Chriftians, acquainted with their arts, ought
gradually to be fubftituted in their room,

BuT a different courfe, he thought, ought
to be purfued with regard to the Morefcoes
in the other provinces, who were, on many
accounts, much more formidable than thofe of
Arragon and Valentia. They had every where
intermixed with the Chriftians ; their example
was confequently more infectious; and the
churches and altars were profaned by their
hypocritical and mock compliances with the
holy rites of the, true religion. They fpoke
the Caftilian language ; their minds were more
cultivated and improved ; they were better
acquainted with the ftate of Spain, and much
more capable of giving dangerous intelligence
to her enemies ; befides which, great numbers
of them, having ferved in the royal army,
were thereby not only qualified to adl as fpies,
but to afford affiftance to the enemy;, in the
cafe of an invafion or attack, or.to any foreign
enemy, by whom the kingdom fhould be at+
racked,

By
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By thefe confiderations he was induced o
believe that the prefervation of the kingdom,
as well as the intereft of religion, required that
all the Morefcoes in Spain, thofe of Arragon
and Valentia excepted, fhould be inftantly ex-
pelled. . They were all to be confidered as
obftinate heretics, or as apoftates from  the
faith, whom the king, if he thought fit, might
juftly punifh with death; and there could be
no room therefore to doubt of the lawfulnefs
of tranfporting them to foreign countries,
which was the mildeft punifhment that, 'con-
fiftently with the. fafety of his kingdom; he
could inflict,

Tuer children, under feven years of age,
might be detained, in order to be educated in
the Chriftian faith ; and the king might, with-
out any fcruple of confcience, compel any
number of thofe who were grown up, to ferve
on board his gallies, or in the mines of Ame-
rica; while, for the benefit of his exchequer,
he might fell the reft for {laves to his Chriftian
fubjects in Spain and Italy. It could not be
unjuft to punifh men in this manner, who by
their crimes had forfeited their lives; and if
it was juft to punith them either wich flavery
or death, the fimply expelling them from
Spain, and tranfporting them to other ¢oun-
sries, where their own religion was profeffed,

could
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eculd not be confidered in any otherlight than s 00K
as an a& of tlemcncy and g on the part s ay

of the’kmg

Ir ‘might be dxfﬁcult, he acknowledged o
cfﬂ:&uatc their expulfion, without endangering
the internal peace of the kingdom ; but God,
he ‘trufted, would enlighten the minds of the
king’s minifters, and enable them to difcern
the moft proper means of carrying fo laudable
a defign into execution; for, as the counfel
he had offered was equally dictated by his re-
‘gard to the fpiritual and to the temporal in-
tereft of the kingdom, he could not doubt
that it was acceprable to God; and when he
reflected on his great age, his natural temper
and difpofition, and the habits which he had
long indulged of a retired and fequeftered life,
he could ‘hardly fuppofe that the zeal and re-~
folution with which he felt himfelf infpired
in’his addrefs to the king, on the prefent occa-
fion, could proceed from any other caufe but
the fecret and all-powerful influence of the
* fpiritof God upon his mind *,

T uz reafoning in this memorial was admir-

ably fitted to make impreflion on the fuperfti-

otious and timid temper of the king; nor was
" *Vita de Rbera, p. 388. Por Eferiva.

its
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80 ok its efficacy leflened by the patriarch’s vain pres
™V tenfion to divine Hlumination. - But although
' ppeka  both Philip’s religious fcruples, and hisappres
ofthe rea- henfions of impending danger, ‘were eafily ex-

gi;’l“:‘;%‘g" cited, his natural difpofition, which was gentle
eftheking: and humane, ‘rendered him extremely averfe
to 2 meafure fo replete with cruelty, as that
which Ribera had exhorted him to adopt.
He could not therefore refolve to comply with
the counfel that was given him, and his irrefo-
lution was increafed by a memorial which was
foon afterwards prefented to him by the barons

of Valentia.

Tuey had received intelligence from forne
of their friends at court of the patriarch’s two
memorials. ‘They knew that he had advifed
the king to permit their vaflals to remain for
forne time longer, which they afcribed to his
dread of their refentment ; but they believed
that the expulfion of the other Morefcoes
would be quickly followed by that of thofe of
Valentia, and for this reafon they were equally
alarmed as if he had counfelled the whole to
be expelled.

In order to deter the king from liftening to
his propofal, they unanimoufly remonftrated
againft the expulfion, as a meafure that would
be attended with the moft pernicious confe-

. quences ;
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quences : ‘forthe Moref-aes. were not only a
frogal, temperate, and induftrious race of men,
but they “were the moft fkilful farmers, and
the moft ‘ingenuous manufacturers in, Spain.
There were feveral manufattures, equally né-
ceffary for internal confumption and.foreign
trade, with which they alone were acquainted;
and without their fkill and: labour, it was an
unqueftionable fact, that a great part of the
*kingdor would lie wafte, and innumerable fa-
milies of the higheft rank, who entirely de-
pended on the rents of their lands, be reduced
to indigence.

It had been affirmed that they were all Ma-
hometans, butno fufficient evidence had been
produced to prove the truth of this affention.
They had all been regularly initiated, by bap-
tifm, into the Chriftian church; they all pro-

fefled themfelves to be Chriftians; and al«
‘ though many of them, perhaps, were not
able to give a fatisfaCtory account of the
doétrines of the Chriftian-faith, yet the fame
thing might be faid of innumerable other
Chriftians of the lower rank, befides the Mo-
refcoes.

BuT if many of them were in reality ingo-
rant or unbelieving, this could not jultly be
imputed to them, fomuch as to thofeto whom

their
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BooK their inftruétion had been committed. Suff-
e Cient pains to inftrut them; and proper

360g.

methods. of dealing with them; had feldom
been employed. They had, at firft; been
dragged into the chureh by foree and violence,
and had afterwards been treated with inhuma-
pity ; as if bitter invectives, corporal punifth~
ments, and the confifcation of their effeéts,
were the proper means of enlightening their

underftandings with the knowledge of the

truth. In order to engage them to liften to
inftruction, it was neceffary that their inftrue-
tors fhould ftudy to conciliate their affections.
This end could be obtained only by gentlenefs
and forbearance: and if the king would be
pleafed to take effeCtual care to prevent
therm from being treated more like brutes than
men, and ftill more, if; as a reward for their
relinquithing the Mahometan fuperftition, he
would grant them accefs to the famg immuni-
nities and privileges that were enjoyed by his
other fubjects, there would be no ground to
defpair of their converfion.

T ey had been aecufed of holding a treafon-
able correfpondence with the enemics of the
ftate; but ought a vague and general affer-
tion to be held as a fufficient evidence of their
guilt? was not this crime of fuch a nature,

that it muft neceffarily be confined to a few ?
ought
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ought the-guilt of a few' to be imputed to fo
-.great a number? oughteven the few who had
been guilty, to be condemned without a hear-

ing, without a trial, and without the fmalleft
evidence ?

Tris imputation had been often calt upon
the Morefcoes, by fpeculative and fequeftered
men, who had no accefs to know the truth of
their affertion, bat were prompted by their
zeal and prejudices to believe it. It had al-
ways been difregarded by the wifeft of the
king’s predeceffors; and juftice, they hoped,
would determine the king to imitate fo lauda-
ble an example, till fome proof or evidence was
add'uced ‘T his remonftrance, which the barons

Aprcfcnted in a cortes or parhament held in the
year 1604, was not altogether without effect.
In compliance with the intention of it, Philip
refolved to delay the expulﬁon of the Moref-
coes for fome years longer, and, in the mean
time to make a further trial, whether it was
poffible to effe@tuate their converfion to the
faith; and for this purpofe he procured a
brief from the pope, impofing a tax on. the
.ecclefiaftical revenues, a part of which he was

authorifed to employ  in building and endow- -

ing.a Morefco college; and in order to induce
men of abilities to accept of curacies among
the Morefcoes, he was impowered from the

b i <t Al il ) 3 ~ fame
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fame fund, to augment the falaries of the
curates. y

But no greater regard it would feem was
paid to this than to the other bricf above men-
tioned. The college was not endowed, and
the church livings remained the fame as be-
fore: from whence there was but too much
ground for the fufpicion which was entertain-
ed, that the king had neither been able to in-
tereft the pope nor the Spanith ecclefiaftics in
the execution of his plan.

T ue latter laboured afliduoufly to convince
both the pope and the king, that every thing
already had been done for the converfion of the
Morefcoes, that was in the power of man to per-

form; The archbifhop of Valentia prefented

a third memorial to the king, containing, as
he pretended, a full reply to what had been
afierted by the barons, but confifting princi-
pally, cither of invettives againft the Moref-
coes, or of denunciations of divine judgments,
which muft ere long overtake the kingdom, if
they were not fpeedily expelled *.

* Some prodigies aré recorded by Ribera in his memo-
rial, and by other writers, as clear and certain indications
of the will of heaven on the prefent occafion ; fuch as,
that the church bell of Villila rung of itfelf for {feveral
days, &c. But it does not appear, whether arguménts of
this kind were defpifed or regarded by the king.

i  Riprra
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Ripera was powerfully feconded by feveral
other ecclefiaftics; and particularly by Bleda, a
Dominicat friar; diftinguifhed for his acquain-
tance with the léarning of his time, and equally
noted for his activity; his zeal; and bigotry;
who compofed feveral bitter inve&tives againft
the Morefcoes, and dividing his time between
Rome and Madrid, emniployed all his elo-
quence to perfuade the pontiff and the king of
the neceflity of their expulfion.

But the archbifhop’s moft powerful affd.
tiate, was Don Bernardo de Roias y Sandoval;
brother to the duke of Lerma, who was thé
cardindl archbifhop of Toledo, inquifitor-ge-
nieral and chancellor of Spain. This prelate
approved and feconded every part of Ribera's
memorials; except where he advifed the*king
to retain fuch of the Morefco children as were
tinder feven years of age, and to fuffer the Mo~
refcoes in Valentia to remain . till their placé
could be fupplied by Chriftians; for it was
moreé advifeable, this cardinal maintained, to
put them all, men, Woren; and children, to
the {word, than to have the Spanith blood con-
taminated, as it would be, if either of thefé
~ exeeptions were admitted by a mixture of the
polluted blood of infidels.

- Tas duke of Lerma, who from the begin-
ing of bis adminiftration had ftudied, with
Ffa © great
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great affiduity and folicitude, to ingratiate
himfelf with the court of Rome and the
Spanifh ecclefiaftics, readily efpoufed his bro-
ther’s fentiments; and, as the duke was at
this time in unrivalled and full poffeflion of the
royal favour, nothing now was wanting to fix
the refolution of the king *,

-~ It was accordingly refolved, that all the
Morefcoes in Spain, thofe in Valentiaaswell as
thofe in the other provinces, fhould beexpel -

led. The cardinal archbifhop went himfelf to
Rome, with the defign, it 1s believed, to per-
fuade the fovereign pontiff to grant his fanc-
tion to the expulfion by fome public deed:

but, if this was the intention of his journey,
it did not produce the defired effet. The
pontiff, probably, chofe that the odium which
mutt attend a meafure {o barbarous and fo un-
precedented, thould rather fall on the court of
Spain than onthe holy fee; and, therefore, we
do not read of any other papal bull or brief

_publifhed on the prefent occafion, but one ad-

drefled to the bifhops of Valentia, command-
ingthem to affemble together, in order to con-
fider whether any method of converting the
Morefcoes could be devifed. This bull was
dated in the year 1606, a few months before
the cardinal-primate fet out for Rome, .but

*¥-Fonfeca Traycion de Morefcos, p. 196.
9 ‘ was -
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was not publifhed till after his return, in 1608, B0 0 K .
It was publithed in the month of April of that ————
year; and, in compliance with it, the bifhops o
foon after met together, and fpent feveral

months deliberating on the fubje@ . But,

as if the defign of their meeting had been to
condemn the Morefcoes, and not to confider

of the means of converting them, they at

length pronounced the following fentence:

¢« That the Morefcoes of the kingdom of Va-

lentia were all apoftates from the Chriftian

faith, and were, befides, fo obftinate and in-

fiexible in their infidelity, that, whatever means

fhould be employed, no hopes could juftly be
entertained of their converfion.”

ThHis fentence having been tranfmitted to |
the court, contributed to confirm the king in P 593
the refolution which he had formed. It was
agreed, however, that the expulfion fhould be
deferred till a more convenient feafon; and
that, in the mean time, the ftricteft fecrecy
fhould be obferved. It was judged neceflary
to keep the defign fecret, lcft the Morefcoes
fhould either of themielves, or inftigated by
the barons, have recourfe to arms; and, as no
court was ever more diftinguithed for main-
taining the moft inviolable fecrecy in its coun-
fels than that of Spain, it would feem that no
fufpicion was- entertained, either by the Mo-
sefcoes or barons, of the king’s determination

¥ts in
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- B0 OX- ina matter whcrcm they were fo deeply inter-

.

o efted, till every neceflary preparation was madc

1iog.

for carrying it into executjon,

Tue court having determined tp begin
with the expulfion of the Valentian Morefcoes,
orders were fecretly given to the naval com-
manders in Spain, Portugal, and Irtaly, to re-
ceive a certain number of troops on board
their fhips, and to rendezvous in Auguft,
1609, at Alicant, Denia, and other fea-port§
in the Mediterranean, on the coaft of Valentia,
About the fame time, Don Auguttin Mexia,
an old expcncnccd officer, governor of Ant—
werp, was fent to the city of Valentia to con-
cert with the viceroy, the marquis of Cara-
rend, and others, concerning the meafures nc-j
geffary to be taken within the kingdom to pre-
vent a tumult or infurretion. The pretext
employed for affembling the fleet was an ex-
pcdmon againft the Moors in Barbary. But
tha barons, obferving that frequent confercnces
were held, by night and by day, at the vice-

' roy’s, with regard to the fub_]e(:’t of which they

were kept entirely in the dark, and being i in<
formed that the archbxfhop (who affifted at
thefe conferences), as if he expected to be be-
f:eocd had conveyed into his palace an extra-
ordmary quantity of provifions, befides fome
troops and arms, ;hcy foon came to fufpcét
what was ;hc rca.l purpofc of the naval arma-

ment;
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mcnt ; and having, conformably to a privilege 3 o 0 x

which belonged to them by the conttitution of
Valentia, fummoned one of thofe affemblies of
their own number, termed the Military Arms,
they fent deputies to the viceroy, requefting
him to acquaint them with the defign of the
prefent preparatibns. To this enquiry, the
viceroy, without pretending ignorance of the
king’s intention, replied, that, whatever it
was, the barons might reft affured that no

refolution could be formed, either by the king, -

who had ever regarded them as his moft faith-
ful vaflals, or by the duke of I.erma, their
countryman, whofe eftates were intermingled
with theirs, which in the iffue would not be
found conducive to the true intereft of Va-
lentia. .

By this anfwer the barons were confirmed
in their fufpicions ; and, as they could not but
fuppofe that the viceroy would have chofen,
had it been in his power, to difpel their ap-
prehenfions, they could no longer doubt that
the object of all the preparations which had
been made was the expulfion of their vaffals,
They inftantly convened again, and drew up a
remonftrance to be prefented to the king: of'
which the purport was, that Valentia would
be.entirely ruined if the Morefcoes, by whom
moft of the work in that kingdom was carried

on, were expelled.
.Ffg At
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BOQK  Ar the defire of .the viceroy, who dreaded:

. that this flep might give an alarm to the
Morefcoes, the juftiza, or chief juftice in cri-
minal matters, having attempted in vain to di--
vert them from their purpofe, was fo violently
agitated with grief and rage, that he dropt
down dead in the affembly. This' accident
prevented them from coming to an immediate
decifion ; but next morning they had another
meeting, in which they appointed deputies to
‘carry their remonftrance to the king,

Remans It was exprefled in the ftrongeft terms, dic-
rance o . .
the barons  tated by a deep conviction of the melancholy

of Valentia s . . .
againtt the  truth which it contained ; but the deputies,

f:é"}b[‘;’;’,;" though received by the king and his minifter
with neuch diftin¢tion and refpect, were told,
that the king’s refolution, having been formed
after the moft mature deliberation, was unal-
terable; that the barons had been too late in
prefenting their petition; and that the ediét of

expulfion was already publifhed.

A stronc body of Caftilian troops had

" actually entered Valentia about the time of the
arrival of the deputies at Madrid; and the
Morefcoes were now acquainted with their fate.

In the edi of expulfion, which was pub-
Bifhed with the ufual formalities, by the vice-
10Ys
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roy, in the beginning of.September, 1609, nonx

they were all commanded, men, women, and
children, under the penalty of death, to be
ready within three days to repair to the fea-
ports appointed for their embarkation, and
there to go on board of fhips prepared for car
‘rying them into foreign parts,

IT was ordained under the fame penalty,
that they fhouldall remain in the places where
they were, at the time of publifhing the edi&,
till the commifiaries appointed to condu
them to the fea-coaft fhould arrive ; that if
any of them fhould, before the arrival of the
commiffaries, prefume to change the place of
their abode, they might be carried by any per-
fon before a judge ; and, in cafe they fhould
make refiftance, might inftantly be put to
death,

It was enacted, that all their effe&ts fhould
belong to the lords whofe vaflals they were,
except fuch as they could carry along with
them ; and, that in cafe they fhould conceal
or deftroy any part of their effects, they thould
be punifhed with death.

For the prefervation of the fugar-works,
grataries of ricé, drains or aqueducts, and, in

erder that the Chriftian inhabitants might be
inftructed
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» ook inftrufted in the works and manufaétures which

.

1609,

had hitherto been carried on by the Morefcoes,
it was declared that fix families, to be named
by the barons, out of every hundred, might
remain.

It was ardained, that all children under four.
yearsof age might remain, provided their pa-
rents or guardians fhould confent; that chil-
dren under fix or feven, one of whofe parents
was an old Chriftian, might remain, and the
mothers with them, though they were Moref-
coes ; but if the fathers were Morefcoes, and
the mothers Chriftians, that the fathers thould
be expelled, while the children might remain
with their mothers; that all fuch of the Mo-
refcogs might remain, who, for any confider-
able time, had demeaned themfelves as Chrif-
tians, who could produce certificates from the
parith-priefts of their having received the
facrament, by permiffion of their refpetive
bifhops, or who had not for two years attend-
¢d any of the Moreico religious meetings.

Tuey were all permitted to depart into any
country, not fubject to the crown of Spain,
provided they fhould leave the kingdom .
within the time fpecified; and an affurance
was given them, that no violence or injury
fhould be offered. them, by thofe who fhould

be .
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be employed in tranfporting them to Barbary, 5 oo K
pr any other country they fhould make e .9
choice of *. %60

Tue feveral conceffions contained in this
edict were confidered by the ecclefiaftics and
the court of Spain as proofs of extraordinary
clemency on the part of the king; but they
gould not be regarded in the fame light by the
Morefcoes. They were equally overwhelmed .
with aftonithment, and with anguifh and
diftrefs. They were furrounded with enemies
on every hand, The king, they perceived,
though they had been taught to believe his
diftinguifhing chara®er to be gentlenefs and
mercy, was their irreconcileable and mortal
enemy; and their hearts funk withih them,
when they reflected on the mifery which they
were doomed to undergo. They were not
only difquieted with fo near a profpect of the
lofs of their moft valuable poffeffions, joined
to that of perpetual banifhment from their na-

. * tive country ; but they violently dreaded that

thcy were all to be butchered as foon as they
were put on hoard the fhips appointed for
tranfpomng them to foreign partst. They
had never had any friends to whom they could
look for affiftance, except their patrons the

* Fonfeca,lib.iv.cap.3. +F onfeca, lib. iv. cap. 8.
A : barons,
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300 x barons, whofe interéft was infeparably linked

Iv.

160g.

with theirs; but the barons, they knew, were
unable to afford them protection on the prefent
occafion, and all the good offices which they
had interpofed in their bghalf had been wich-
out avail. They had little reafon, therefore
to, expeét that any thing which they them-

" felves could do to avert the impending ftorm

would prove effe¢tual. That nothing, how-
ever in their power might be omitted, their
leading men, having met together privately in
the city of Valentia, drew up a petition, and
fent a deputation of their number to prefent it
to the viceroy ; in which, after folemnly affert-
ing their innocence of the crimes imputed to
them in the edit, they offered, in-cafe the
king wéuld be perfuaded to recall it, to main-
tain a certain number of gallies for the pro-
te&tion of the coaft againft the corfairs; to
build feveral new forts, and to fupport the
garrifons not only of thefe, but of fuch as
were already built; to redeem all the Chriftians
of Valentia who fhould ever be taken captives
by the Moors; and, befides, to furnith the
king with a confiderable fum of money *,
But the viceroy, though he was himfelf ex-
tremely averfe to the expulfion, without taking

*MSS. of Cottington’s letters in lord Hardwick’s pols
felion.  Mad. 8th O&. 1609.

time
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time to deliberate on their,propofals, immedi- Boox
ately replied, that there was now no room left —
for any petition or remonftrance ; that the king
was unalterably determined to put his ediét
into execution, and they muft inftantly pre-
pare themfelves, however reluctant, to fubmit*.

1609.

Waen this anfwer was reported by the de-
* legates to the affembly in Valentia, their minds
were varioufly agitated with grief, defpair,
and indignation. It was propofed by fome of
them that they fhould inftantly have recourfe
to arms ; for it was better, they maintained,
to die fighting like men for their property and
lives, than tamely to fuffer themftlves to be
ftript of their poffeffions, and afterwards, per-
haps, to be butchered like fheep, by gn im-
placable and cruel enemy, to whom they had
never given any juft occafion of offence : be-
fides, that it might not be impoffible for them
to defend themfelves in the mountainous parts
of "the country, till fome foreign power,
friendly to them, and hoftile to the Spaniards,
fhould come to their relief. But this propofal
was rejected as defperate and impracticable ;by
a great majority of the affembly. who repre-
fented, that as they were not provided either
with arms or military fteres, had no prattice

# Fonfeca, lib. iv. cap. 7,
in
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‘s00x in war, and had beefi utterly unaccu&omcd to

L.

3609.

military difcipline, i it Was impoffible they could
hold out for many weeks againft fo potent an
enemy. The Spanifh regular forces, under
the moft experienced officers, were already
diftributed all over the country, and were
every where prepared to attack them on the
firft appearance of oppofition or refiftance.
No time would be allowed them to put them~
felves into a pofture of defence. They would
inftantly be either cut to pieces, or reduced to
flavery, and an opportunity would be thus
afforded to the Spaniards of gratifying at once;
ftill more than by their expulfion, their avarice
and their' cruelty. It cculd not be fuppofed
that the king would have incurred the ex=
pence, which his preparations for exporting
them muft have coft him; had he intended to
deftroy them on their paffage, fince he could
have done it more eafily without incurring fo
great an expence; befides that fo ufelefs and

- fo wanton a piece of treachery would cover,

his name with indelible difgrace. They might
with confidence therefore expect to be fafely
conveyed to Barbary, and this was furely pre-.
ferable either to death or to flavery in Spain..
But while, for thefe reafons, all thoughts of
refiftance ought to be laid afide, they ought
not to accept of either of the two offers that

were made tc them in the edi@ of expulfion.
Neither
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Nerraer their childrenynderage, nor the fix
families out of every hundred who were per-

mitted to remain, ought to be left behind.
The Spaniards intended, by thefe conceffions,
to ferve themfelves, and not the Morefcoes,
and the latter thould, for that reafon, unani-
moufly refolve to reject them with difdain.

Tris refolution was warmly embraced by
the whole aflembly; and not by them only,
but by all the other Morefcoes in the kingdom
of Valentia, except thofe, who, inhabiting
certain mountainous parts of the country
which they deemed impregnable, formed the
defperate refolution of maintaining their pof-
feffions by force of arms.  Before the meeting
at Valentia, great numbers of thofe whq lived
in towns, and in the more fertile parts of the
country, had earneftly folicited the barons to
procure them to be named among the families
who were to be permitted to remain; but o
fooner were they made acquainted with the
determination of their leaders, than, with one
heart, and one voice, they ceclared that no
confideration fhould now induce them to ftay
behind their kinfmen and companions.

Tris declaration was a matter of deep con-
cern to the barons; who had, in fome meafure,
8 g been
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been reconciled to the expulfion by the pro-
mife which had been given*for fix families out
of every hundred to remain, and now dreaded
the utter ruin of their eftates, if the Morefcoes
fhould perfevere in their prefent refolution,
Of all the barons the duke of Gandia was
likly. to prove the greateft "fufferer, as his
eftate chiefly confifted of thofe manufattures
with which the Morefcoes alone were acquaint-
ed.” By employing all his influence with them,
and making them the moft advantageous
offers, he at length obtained their confent,.on
condition that they fhould be allowed the free
exercife of their religion. The duke folicited
the viceroy to grant them this indulgence, till
the Chriftians fhould be inftru¢ted in the ma-
nufattures, which would not require more
than two or three years at moft; but was told
by the viceroy, that, agreeably to his orders
from the king, it could not be granted for a
fingle day *. This anfwer being communicated
to the Morefcoes, there was not one perfon of
more than a hundred and fifty thoufand who
could be perfuaded to remain.

* The viceroy received a letter of thanks from Philip
on this occafion, beginning thus : Yo os aggradefeo mucho
lo que refpondiftes, y el parecer que days, que no por una
hora fi confienta que es muy conforme a lo que de vueftra
mucha Chrritianidad, fe podia efperar, &c. Fonfeca, lib,
iv. cap. 8. ‘

Nor
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No were they lefs inflexible in refufing to 2 0 0. X

feave their children behind them that were
under fix years of age. They were well aware;
as they faid to the ecclefiaftics who applied to
them on this head, of the great inconvenien-
cies and dangers to which fo many thoufand
. children; with their mothers and nurfes; none
of whom had ever been at fea; muft be ex-
pofed from being crowded together on board
the fhips and gallies ; but they were unalter-
ably determined to carry them along with them
to whatever part of the world they themfelves
-fhould go, and chofe rather to fee them perith
before their eyes than to leave them in the
hands of a people by whom their parents had
been treated with fo much cruelty 4,

Tue army having been diftributed* into
the feveral ftations, where they might moft
effectually prevent any difturbance or infurrec-
tien, and the fhips of war and tranfports, fully

# The ecclefiaftics, however,and fome religious women

of rank, detained a confiderable number of the children,
partly by ftealth, and partly by compulfion; believing
“that, in doing fo, theyperformed a meritorious fervice in
the fight.of God, and faved the fouls of the children from
perdition. Fonfeca, p. 233. Dio principio a efte fanto
fatrocinio, Donna Ifabel de Felafco Virreyna de aquel
Reyno, la qual dio orden que le traveffen a cafa algunar
Morifquillas, auaque fueffz hurtandolas afus curadores,
somo fe hizo, &c.'

Vor. L, Gg * equipped
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‘B0 0K equipped for their intended voyage, the vice-
e ‘TOy, withoutany farther delay, began to catry

: 3609.

the royal ediét into execution, by fending com-
miffioners, with a fufficient body of troops, to
colleét the Morefcoes in different quarters to-
gether, and to conduct them to the coaft. The
vaffals of the duke of Gandia, amounting to
more than twenty thoufand men, were the firft
who embarked, and, after a profperous voyage,
they were fafely landed at Oran, a Spanith
fortrefs on the coaft of Barbary.

AT Oran they were well received by the
count of Aguilar, the governor of the fort,
and, on his application to the viceroy of Tre-
mezen, which ftands at the diftance of two
day’s journey from Oran, leave was granted
them to come totake up their refidence in the
former of thefe places. In their journey
thither they were deeply affected, and few of
them could reftrain their tears, when' they
compared the defert barren - plains, * through
which they paffed, with the fertile and de-
lightful regions of Valentia. It afforded them,
however, no fmall confolation in their diftrefs
to reflet that, as the dread which they had en-
tertained of being murdered by the way had
provcd groundlefs, they had now found a
prince of their own religion, difpofed o grant

them
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“Tremezen; they were fuffered to retain all their

wealth which they had brought along with 6o
them, and admitted to all the fame liberties

and privileges as the natives of the place.

Anwaccount of the treatment which they re-
ceived having been carried to Spain, by ten
perfons who were fuffered to return for that
purpofe, it contributed, in fome meafure, to
recoricile the otlier Morefcoes in Valentia to
their fate; and, as the winter feafon was faft
approaching, when they muft encounter greater
difficulties in their paffage; they even difcover-
ed a degree of impatience to be permitted to
embark *.

No time was unneceffarily loft on the part
of the viceroy. The Morefcoes, conduéted
by his commiffaries and the royal troops, and
many of them accompanied, from compaffion

. and humanity, by the barons whofe vaffals they
had been; were every where in motion, and
haftening in crowds, with their wives and
children; to the coaft. The fhips which had
been provided for tranfporting them, having
been found extremely inadequate to the pur-
pofe, many more were colle¢ted from the fea-

* Fonfeca.

Gga ports



452

$00K

| O—

1609,

Humamty
of the ba-
rons of Va-
lentia.

HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF
ports in Spain, Magorca, and Italy, Ofthefe
many were hired by the Morefcoes themfelves;-
who defired, as foon as pofiible, to emanci~
pate themfelves from the power of the Spa-
niards; while the greater number went on
board the fthips provided by the king. And
in a few weeks about a hundred and twenty

thoufand men, women, and children, had em-
barked. -

Many of thefe were perfons of fubftance
and condition; fome of them, on account of
their early profeffion of Chriftianity, had been
raifed to the rank of nobility, by the emperor
Charles V. And the elegance and beauty of the
young Morefco women is highly celebrated by
a contemporary Spanifh hiftorian, whofe bigotry
eften prompts him to exult in their diftrefs.

WipeLy different from the fentiments of
this bigoted ecclefiaftic were thofe of the Va-
lentia barons; who gave their vaffals, on this
melancholy occafion, every proof of generous
compaffion and humanity. © By the royal edict
they were entitled to all the property belong-

“ing to their vaffals, except what they were able

to carry about their perfons: but the barons,
defpifing this right which the ediét beftowed

on them, allowed the Morefcoes to difpofe of

whatever
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whatever part of their effeés could be fold for
“maney, and likewife permitted them to convey
their moft valuable furniture and manufatures
‘on mules and in carriages to the fhips. Many
“of them accompanied their vaffals in perfon to
the thore, and fome of them, having embarked
along with them, faw them fafely landed on
the coaft of Africa®.

Bur this kind attention of the barons ferved
only for a little time to ritigate their diftrefs.
Their exile from their native country, which
juftly excited in them the moft bitter regret,
and gave them fo much ground for anxiety
with regard to their future fortune, was foon
fucceeded by ftill greater calamities. Great
numbers were fhipwrecked on their paffage,
and never reached the African coaft’; while

* Of the barons who thus diftinguithed themfelves by
their tendernefs and humanity on this occafion, and who
remained at the fea-ports during the whole time of the
embarkation, employing all their intereft to protect the
Morefcoes from injury, and to procure them the beft ac-
commodation poffible aboard the fhips, Fonfeca has re-
corded the names of the following, adding that there were
many others whom he has not named: the duke of Gandia,
whofe great eftate was almoft entirely ruined; the mar-
quis of Albada, the count of Alaguas, the count of Bunol,
the count of Anna, the count of Sinarcas, the count of
Congentayna, and the duke of Maqueda, who went over
in the firft embarkation to the port of Oran,
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PLOK many others were barbaroufly murdered at fen,
.p—— by the crews of the fhips which they had

X603,

freighted : this latter calamity befel only thofe
who had chofen to tranfport themfelves in
private fhips; and inftances are recorded of
fuch inhuman cruelty exercifed againft this
harmlefs, perfecuted, and defencelefs people,
by the owners and crews of thefe fhips, as
equals any thing of the fame kind of which
we read in hiftory. The men butchered in
the prefence of their wives and children; the
women and <hildren afterwards thrown alive
into the fea; of the women, fome, on account
of their beauty, preferved alive for a few days
to fatiate the luft of the inhuman murderers
of their hufbands and brothers, and then either
ﬂaughtcrcd or committed to the waves: fuch
were fome of the horrid deeds of which thefe
barbarians were convicted upon their trial, to
which they were brought, in confequence of
quarrelling with each other about the divifion
of their prey; and fuch, if we may credit a
contemporary hiftorian, was the unhappy fate
of a great number of the Morefcoes ®,

NoR was the fate of the greaterpart of thofe
who reached the coaft of Barbary lefs deplor-
able. They had no fooner landed on this

"% Fonfeea, :
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barren inhofpitable fhore, than they were at-
“tacked by the Bedouin Arabs, a wiid banditti
who live in tents, and fupport themfelves by
hunting and by plunder. The Morefcoes, un-
armed, and incumbered with their wives and
children, were often robbed by thofe barba-
rians, whe came upon them in numerous
bodies, amounting fometimes to five or fix
thoufand men ; and as often as the Morefcoes
attempted, with ftones and flings, their only
arms, to make refiftance, put great numbers of
them to the fword. ' Still greater numbers
perifhed of fatigue and hunger, joined to the

. %
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inclemencigs of the weather, from which they

had no means of fhelter, during their tedious
journey through the African deferts, to Mofta-
gan, Algiers,and other places, where they hoped
to be permitted to take up their refidence. Few
of them ever arrived at thefe places. Of fix
thoufand, who fet out together from Conattal,
a town in the neighbourhood of Oran, with an
intention of going to Algiers, a fingle perfon
only, of the name of Pedralvi, furvived the
difafters to which they were expofed; and of
the whole hundred and forty thoufand, who
were at this time tranf'portcd' to Africa, there
‘is ground to believe, from the concurring tefti-
mony of perfons who had accefs to know the
truth, that mare than 2 hupd.rcd thoufand

men,
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'30‘314 men, women, and children, fuffered death in

‘e its moft hideous forms, within a few months
9 afeer their expulfion from Valentia #,

ComparReD to the dreadful fate to which
this unhappy people were doomed by ' the

. Spaniards, it would have been an act of mercy
on the part of the king, had he either .com-
manded them to be put to the {word, or com-
mitted to the flames ; as their mifery would,
in this cafes; have been of fhort continuance.
The knowledge of what had befallen them

. ought, at lealt to havé deterred him from ex-
- - -pofing the reft of his Morefco fubjects to the
like calamities, s b

Bugz the fentiments of humanity in the ec-
clefiattics and court of Spain were averpower-
ed by thofe of the moft illiberal fuperftition.
They confidered. that  inexpreflible = mifery,
which they themfelves had brought on the Mo-
refcoes, as a fignal of divine judgment againft
that unhappy. people, which ferved to juftify
the cruelty. which they had exercifed, and to
prove that what they bad done was acceptable
in the fight of God. _Far from feeling remorfe
or forrow for what had happened, they rather
triumphed and exulted in ity and were confirm-

% Fonfeca, Gonfulez, Davila, p. 146.
: ' ed,
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ed in their refolution of -expelling all the leog
- Morefcoes in Spain without exception, and Bt

without thinking it incumbent on them to

make provifion for their reception in any of

thofe countries to whiclt: they were about to be
~ conveyed.

BuT before they proceeded to the expulfion
of the Morefcoes in Caftile and other provin-
ces, it was judged neceflary to reduce to obe-

~dience all fuch of the Morefcoes in Valentia,

above mentioned, as had retired to the moun-

tainous parts of that kingdom, with the refo-

+ lution of ftanding on their defence. Their

number, including men, women, and children,
amounted nearly to thirty thoufand. Having
collected together a confiderable quantity of
provifions of all kinds, they had begun, while the
viceroy was employed in tranfporting their coun-
trymen, to fortify themfelves as well as they
were able, and to block up the narrow paffes,
.by which the Spaniards'muft approach.  But,
befides being utterly deftitute of military fkill,
they were extremely ill furnithed both with
arms and ammunition ; and the folly of their
attempt quickly appeared in'the feeblenefs of
every effort which' they made to' repel the at-

tacks of the ‘enemy.  The viceroy having fent

againft them the flower of the regu]ar forces,

, " \ 8 under
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under the command of Don Aguftin Mefcia,

who had acquired confiderabie military expe- -
rience and renown in the wars of Flanders, a

great part of them were compelied to furren-
der, through the want of water; from which
Mefcia had found means to cut them off; and
{oon after, the reft were beaten from their in-
trenchments, and put to flight.

In the purfuit no mercy was thewn, either
to the aged or to the women and children,
though rolling in the duft, and imploring
mercy, by the favage conquerors.  Upwards
of three thoufand perifhed *. The number of
thofe who had furrendered was two and twenty
thoufand, who were all foon after tranfported
to Africa, except the children under feven
years of age, whom the foldiers were permiited
to fell for flaves. The king decreed, that;
after a certain number of yearsy they fhould be
fet at liberty ; but as many of them were fent
\

' Fonfeca, p. 310.—From the ftyle of thisauthorin this
and many other paffages, there is little ground for doubt,
that with pleafure he would have afted the fame bloody
part which he de('cnbes. *

Fueron Siguiendo la vittoria, los neuftros, matando fin
excecion, quantos alcongavan, viejos, mogos, grandes, pe-
quennos, hombres. y mugeres, por mas due arrodillados
ellos, y ellas con los bragos a biertos les pedian mifericor~

dia, -no mereciendola los que fiempre u!'n.ron mal della==

Fonfeca, 310,
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Movnzn ordeér of the kmg, which hcpub-
ed at this time, pMWC effe@ual. Be-
des the Morefcoes who were killed or taken

$panith faith, or prompted by an incon-
erable ‘attachment to their native country,
dxfperfed themfelves among the woods and

» The viceroy and the archbxfhop of' Valentia dnﬁ'cred
Wi e y in their opinion with regard to the proper method

of difpofing of the children. The former reprefented to
the king, that all of them, who were under fifteen years of
age, might be fafely permitted to remain in the hands of

-as there would be no Mahometans in the kimgdom by
whom they could be perverted from embracing the prin-
~ ciples of the Chriftian faith. Befides, that as moft of
‘their parents and other relations had perithed in ti@ fate
infurretion, it would be lefs cruel to put them all ro the
fword, than to land fo great a number of helplefs young

.7 s +oe 255 on the coaft of Barbary. The archbifhop, og the
otherhand, declared that, afier a certain age, no Morefco

could poflibly be converted ; and that, if the Morefco
children, at fifteen, 4t twelve, at ten, of even feven years
of age were {uﬁ'eml to- remain, the whole kingdom of
uld again | ,\:mm”‘onlcuns before

e fecond “Mtlt’hdﬁ‘hfﬂﬁ third geueration.
de xmrzow the viceroy and the
. lin, the m‘ﬁu httﬂ, gave
r

ing only fuch
lg(‘v
© rocks,

. the Chriftians, to whom they had been fold by the foldiers, -

5

fordgn:ounmes,thcrcxsgmmdréfufpe& tﬂ&‘. :
at the decree was not attended with the dc- ______q .

foners, a confiderable number, diftruftful of __
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heads of thofe unhappy meh, and the foldier

were fent out to hunt for them, as £6FBéalts

prey. Hardly any of them.#ere able to efcape. -
Some of them dhofe rather to die of cold and
hunger, than furrender themfelves to the Spa~
piards: and at length their leader, who with
his wife and children had concealed themfelyes =
in the moft inacceflible parts of the mountains, ; ;}
was taken and carried alive to Valentia, where,
after fuffering much mockery and infult for:
having allowed himfelf to be elected king of
the infurgents, he was, by a folemn fentence,
condemned and put to death*,

the Spaniards. Philip put a price upon j’r

-

* In the appéndix (B) the reader will find other inter- J

efting circumftances relative to the condition of the Ma- J
refcoes in Spain, their expulfion, and fubfequent fate, ,“
colle®ted from fir Francis Cottington’s Letters from d

7

Spain, 1609 and 1610, -
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