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• 0 0 JC...---were proud of ptofeffing a religion, which was 
~~ the'yeligion of. all thofe mighty empires that 

, 609, had been founded by their anceftors. 

The at
t achment 
of the Mo
r CfC0l:8 to 
the M aho
metan reli
gion ac
counted 
Cor. 

THEY had often entertained the hopes of 
being refcued by means of the Turks, and 
other Mahometans, from the Spanifu yoke, and 
could not refolve entir:ly to abandon a reli
gion which they expeCted, fooner or later, to 

be at liberty' to prafefs. Their hereditary ha
tred of the Spaniards, which had been nounfu. 
ed by an uninterrupted courfe of. hoftilities 
during feveral centuries, had been r'vetted, 
£Inee -the·conqueft, by the feverity with which 
'they had been ufed; while their averfion to 
the catholic ' worfuip was heightened by the 
appearance which the ufe of images in that 
wofllhip gave it of idolatry, againft every fpecies 
of which all Mahometans are aCtuated with 
the rnofi: irreconcileable averfion. When to 
thefe confiderations we add . how little quali
fied the Spanifu ecclefiaftics were to inftrutC 
them in the principles of Chri"itianity, and 
that moft of the Morofcoes lived detached 

" . 
from the Spaniards in towns and villages, and 
diftriCts by themfelves, fddom a!fociating with 
~ny but thofe of their own perfuafion, and {peak
ing a language of whidl th(t ecdefiaftics; as 

ell as the people, were extremely ignorant; .... 
\ . 

,vhen all thefe ~in;u(l1fiances ~re conficJered, it 
will . 
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will not be fo furprifing,. as at firft fight it 
might appear, that fo fmall a number of them 
fhould have been convened to the Chriftian 

faith . 

. IT muft, at the fame time, be acknowledged 
that their infidelity afforded juft ground for 
uneafinl!fs to the S panifh monarchs, who could 
hardly expetl: to gain he affeCl:ions of a peo
p le difrering fo wid ly from themfelves, amt 

from t eir Spanifh fubjeB:s, in matters regard
ed as the moil: important and e.ff:nlial. The 
mofrinveterate enemies of Spain had for many 
years been the Turks, and the Moor~ of Bar
bary; and it could feareely be fuppofed, that~ 

in the cafe of an invafion by thefe powers, the 
Morefeoes would be averfe to exchange their 
prefent mafters, for others, whore rel~gjon,. 

cuftorns, and manners,wcre fo nearly fiJIlila{ 
to their own. ' . 

GooP policy, therefore, required that no 
pains fhould he fpared, on the part of the kings 
of Spain~ to accompJifh. the eonverfio!J of thei~ 
Morefeo fubjeCl:s. Nor does it appear ~h~t thefe 
princ~s were at any time negleB:fu~ of an ob._ 
jeCl: which they jufrly deemed fa h~ghly d -
[erving of their att~ntion. They had infrituted 

f£h2ols, as already mentioned, for teaching the 
Arabic tongue. They had often inculcated 

~ron the clergy\ to whom the infrrtlCl:ion of 
the 
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the Morefcoes was' intrufted, the oeceffity of 
greater diligence in their endeavours to reclaim 
them. The royal commands 0 this head 
had, 00 different occafions, been inforced by 
the Roman pontiffs; and, in order to engage 
men, properly qualified, to apply themfelves 
to this important work, they had augmented 
the chur(::h livings in many of thofe parts of 
the kingdo~ where the Moors relided. 

THESE were perhaps the only means which 
the religious prejudices of the people, and the 
maxims or genitls of the Spaniih government, 
would permit to be employed j and if the Mo~ 

refcoes had, at the (arne time, been ufed with 
greater kindnefs, or even with greater lenity and 
fi)rbe!rance, it is probable that, fooner or la ter, 
thefe means would have been attended with 
the delired [uccefs. But, belides that the 
faith which the Spaniih princes had pledged 
to them when they fubmitted to their authority 
had been often violated, they had been from 
th~ beginning treated with every !'Dark of jea
loufy and fufpicion j , they had been excluded 

from all the honours, and fro~ every im
portant office in the ftate; encouraae' lent had 
been given to the moft minute and malignant 
inveftigation of their private conduct j and 
after the ,power 'of the barons, who had lcp.-~ 
~cted ~s their ~rotectors) was reduced, they 

wer~ 
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ere expo fed a defencelefs prey to the ava,rice go o Ie 

and cruelty of the in uifition.. lV, 

THE kings Qf Spain were too de~ply 
tinctured with the bigotry of the Romifh 
church, and their maxims' of government too de 
fpotic, to allow them to perceive the abfurdity 
of thefe meafures, [0 extremely ill calculated 

to promote the purpafe for which they were 
defigned. Charles the F ifth, h~weverJ and 
Philip the Second, two princes noted for their 
political difcernment, being aware of the pre

j1.1dice which the kingdom would [ufui.in, if 
the lY,lore[coes, who formed [0 great a l>rop6r
tion of their fubjects, were expelled, had given 
po ground to fufpea that they would ever 
confent to their expulfion; nor does it aPl'ear 
that the clergy, who earneftly wifhed that this 
P1eafure might be embraced, ever attempted 
~o recommend it either to Charles or his [on. 

But, foon ,after the acceffion of the prefent 
king, they conceived the hopes of being able 
to accomplifh their defire; becaufe both Philip 
and his minifter, they thought, would be in. 
fluenced more by religious than poJi,tical con-, 
fide rations ; and, in cafe they could be per
fuaded that the ,intereft of ;e1igion was con
~erned in th.e expuliionl would be eafily rc- ' 

~ ! Carta de DOll PedrQ de Valentia, MS, No. ,. • 

6 con~ 
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» 0 0': eonciled to the politica:J inC()nv¢~enties that 
• IV. • might attend it. .6c,. 

.. 

THE motives which determined the -ecdefia
nics in their conduCt on this occafion were not 
merely fuch as were tuggeited by religious zeJ 
or bigotry. The obftinacy of the Morefcoes in 
adhering to Mahometanifjn had been generally 
afcribed to the remiff'nefs or n~gligence of thore 
who had been employed to inftruct them· i 
and the clergy were .fenfible that mu~h greater 
pains were requifite for this end than they were 
willing to beft'Ow. Befides which, thek re;
venues had been taxt:d for augmenting the 
Morefcoes' vicarages, and for building and en .. 
dowing an addit~nal number of churches tor 
their inftruCtion. · They were~ on both thefe 
accounts, inflamed againft the Morefcoes with 
a Feculiar hatred; ' and, in order that they 
might at once avoid the labour neceffary (or 
converting them, and th~ c~nfure which they 
muft incur in ' cafe of thtlir declining it, they 
tarneftly defired their expulfion; and, in order 
to effectuate it, were perpetually inveighing 
againft them as an incurable race' of infidels . 
of whofe convernon, without a miraculous m-

• ~y a brief fto~ the ~pe, Greg0'r III, an. 1576.. 
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erpefition of Divine Pow~r. no hopes could BOO Ie 

juftly be entertained. ~~ 

OF aU t~e ecclefiaftics, the perfon who 
difcovered the moft unrelenting hiltred a
gainft this unhappy people was Don John de! 
Ri , era, patriarch of Antioch, and archbi!hop 
of Valentia, an aged prelate, who was held in 
high veneration by hi~ countrymen for his 
piety and leaming; and, in different hiftories 
,of his life, publilhed in Spain and Il'aly, is 
celebrated as one of the brighteft 0 uaments 
that ever adof'l}ed the Chriftian church. 

BUT there is nothing for which the hifto· 
rians have been fo li'Jeral in his praife as the, 
flaming zeal which he difplayed . in his.' un
wearIed exertions for the expulfion of the Mo..
ref~o<:s, ill which they fqppofe him to have 
been eqlJ~y animated by a patriotic concern 
(OJ the fafeey of Spain, and a pious folicitude 
(or th~ prefe;rvation of the Catholic faith. 

IT has been queftioned, however, whethtr hi 
motives were in I1".a1ity fo pure as his admirers 
would have us to believe; for there is ground 
t<? fllfpett, that, after the Pope, at the requeft 
of Philip II. Impofed a new tax of between 

~ ra and fowr thoufand dollar$ yearly on the 
rcvc-
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revenues of his ar€:hbiihopric, for augmenting 
the falaries of the curates e ployed in in
ftruceing the Morefcoes, his zeal for their ex
pulfion became more violent than evef'. This 
tax, it is faid, neither he, nor any of the 
clergy in his diocefc, ever paid; and although 
the king, in order more eafily [0 reconcile the 
Morefcoes to Chriftianity, had obtained from 
the Pope an edice of grace in their favour, con
taining a plenary pardon of all theIr paft of
fences, on condition that, within the fpace 
of four years, they fuould make confeffion to 
certain commi{Iioners) to be appointed by Ri
bera an~ the other bifhops, yet this edice was 
not publi!hed; nor any commiffioners appointed 
till after two years and a half, when Philip III. 
interpofed his authority for that effece. 

IN defence of the archbifhop's conduce in 
thefe inftances, it may be alledged, that, from 
long experience, and many fruidefs trials, he 
believed the infidelity of the Morefcoes to he 
incurable, and that he would not have thus 
ventured repeatedly fo difobey the ' orders of 
his fpiritual fuperior, had he not known that 
the fovereign pontiff, having the fame opinion 
as himfelf of the vanity of all farther-attempts 
for their converfion, did not feriouOy defire to 
have his orders carried intQ execution. Eue 

what-
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whatever were the motives of this prelate's 
conduCt, and though it jufl:Jy expofc d him 
to the imputation of wifuing rather to have 
the Morefcoes expelled than converted, no 
perfon had greater influence on this occaGon 
with the king and his minifters in recom
mending the meafure that was afterwards 

embraced. 

FROM the argument which he employed 
in twO memorials on the fubj cr, prefented to 
the king, the reader will be better able to 
judge of the motives by which both he and 
the court of Spain were derermin d. In his 
firft memorial, dated in the year J 602, hi 
principal deGgn was to found their inclination, 
and to awaken in them a fenfe of the d ger 
to which the kingdom was xpofed. 

t'C AFTER aU the pains, he [aid, which had 
been beftowed in at~empting to .convert the 
Morefcoes to Chnftianity, they were frill as 
ftrongly as ever attached to the Mahometan 
fuperftition. In the kingdom of Valentia, the 
bifhops, the rectors, and preachers, had in 
vaid ufed their moft fuenuous endeavours to 

erfuade them to avail themfelves of the Pope's 
edict of grace, which had been lately publifh
tq. _ In reafoning with their leading men, ie 
had been obfervc:d, that as ofcen as they were 

pu 
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put to filence by to arguments employed t(J 

convinc:;e 'them they changed coleur, and were 

fo inflamed with indignation, as evidently 
fhewed how mudl they defired to be able to 

employ force in, defence of their opinions. 
'I hey correfponded with thofe of thejr own fea: 
in the moO: dift~nt part of the country, and 
fent their emiffaries every where, to encourage 

., the people to petfevere in their infidelity. 
They all fpoke with one mouth, and had the 
fame anfwet to return. to, tbeir inftruEt-ors, that 
they ,were . already Chriftians j that they had 
already confeffed .all the fins of which they 
were confcious, t~ their refpeCtive pri its; and 
·that, being occupied with their proper bufi

nefs, they had not leifure to attend to the con~ 
du& of others, and therefore knew not of any 

perfons who praB:ifed the ~ites of the Mal J .. 

' metan religion. They had often been con~ 
viEt-ed of faHhood; but on thefe occafions 
they weve eithe! filent, or they repeated the 

, fam'e reply to the quefrions that were put to 

them. Since th~ pubhcation ot: the edict o( 
grace, they had celel;>rated the feftivals of their 

religion with greater folemnity than b~fore; 
and, with much effrontery, had c'arotlkd to

'brether, on receiving intelligence of the un 
. fuccefsful iffue of the expedition of his ma-
jdly's forces againft Algier~. \ 

3 - ' 
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"FROM this conduCt. .of the Morefcoes, n 0 0 JQ 

tontiriued Ribera, which I have repr~fented • IV. 

with my wonted impartial regard to. truth; two 16119. 

imp~rtant confequ~nc'es follow, which require 
y,?ur majefty~s mof\: feriaus attention. . 

" THE firft is, that the biIhops, and ot'her 
paftors of the church; are laid under the pain
ful neeeffity of doing what many learned 
doctors of the church think unlawful, the ad. 
rniniftering of the facrament of baptifm to 
thofe who they knew will, fooner or ra~er~ be
come apofrates from the faith ~ for there is 
a moral certainty that every Morefco child, 
whom we baptiz'e, will, through the example and 
inftruCtion of his Mahometan parents, become 
himfdf a Mahometan. And this we are taught 
to expea, not only by reafon and experience, 

but by the fpiritof God, who in fpeaking of the 
infidelit:y of R ehoboamJ makes twice mention, 
in one chapter, that he was the fon of N aama, 
a Gentile; whieh is equivalent to dedaring 
that t{) be the child of a mother who is an in
fidel, and to be educated by her; is a certain 
means of making the child an infidel. 

f( I N baptizing the ~orefco children, there
f'ore, our confcie9ces are gr atly difturbed 

"V~OL. I. E e with 
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with the apprehen~on that ware guilty of 
-violating the commandment of our Lord J e4 
[us Chrift, who .has prohibited the giving 0( 
holy things to dog!r, and the cafting of pearls 

before fwine. 

cc NOR is this the only unhappy' cOhfequence 
arifing from the incurable infidelity of the Mo
refc6es. But the kingdom of Spain is there
fore expofed to the greatcfr rifk of becoming 
an eafy prey to the hoftile defigns of our ene
mies. This kingdom was ruined in for
mer times by ~he intrigues of a fingle 
perron, count Julian, at whore inftigation 
it was invaded and fubdued by the Sara
cens, when they had no friends within the 
kingdom to fecond their attempt. And from 
thence may be perceived how great occa
fion there is for the mofr difquieting appre
henfions at this time, when there are eftabli!h
ed in the kingdom ninety thoufand men fit to 
carry arms, and all of them aetuated with the 
mofr irreconcileable averfion to 1:he prefent 
government. The Turks and Moors are 
the mofr inveterate enemies of Spain, becaufe 
!he is the principal bulwark of Chriftendom; 
the French, from jealoufy, or envy of her 
greatnefs; and the Engli!h, on aq:ount of her 
zeal for maintaining the purity of the CatholiL:.-

. faith. 
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faith. Is there not juft ground to dread that 
thcf~ our ' forejgn enemiesj allured by the 
hopes ,of affiilanq! from thofe whom we nou
rifu in our bofom, '{hall unite their ror~es, and 
undertake the fubverfion of the monarchy? 
Efpecially when it is confidered that, with the 
pow'erfuJ affiftance they would receive £'om 
the More[coes, a fmall number of troops 
would be fufficient, and no extraordinary pre
parations or expence ,required. 

CC THE More[coes, in Granada ~one, · had 
withftood the whole force which the late king 
could mufrer againft them, although,· befides 
his Spanifh troops} he brought into Spain 
a numerous reinforcement of Germans and 
Italians. But, if all tbe Morefcoes in thee dif

ferent parts of the kingdom were to take arms, 
which it is unquefrionable they would no, if 
eithenhe Turks, or French, or Englifh, were 
to attempt an invafion, our condition would 
then be the moft deplorable and de[perate, 
and, like our anceftors, we 'muO: refolve either 
to yield our necks to the yoke of conquerors, 
or to take fhelter, as they did, among rhe rockli 
and mountains of Afturia. 

CC As often as I have reflected on the im
'imnent danger to which this mighty monarchy 

E e 2 ftands 
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frands expofed; I have thought it unaccount .. 
"able, that; d~ring the long reigns bf two foch 
wife ind powerful monarchs, as the ' emp~ror 
'and th~ late king, no fufficient feetfrity againA: 
it was provided. Nor can I ~accourrt for tneir 

negligence in this refpefr', but cn the [up

pofition that Gocl1 who rules tfle hea:rts' of 
kings., thoughdit to referv~ this important work, 
fa worthy of y<?ur royal breaft7 on puip'ofe t() 

adorn the annals of your piotls reign; as he 
re[.erved the deliverance of his chofen people 
for Mo[~s, their entrance into the pH>mifed 
land for Jofhua, the conqueft of the Philiftliles 
for David, and the inflicting of vengeance em 
the Amalekitcs for Saul. . , . 

'~EITHER this has been his intention, ' (')r 
he hath [0 long prevented the Spanifh mo
narchs from perceiving the neceffity of de
livering Spain from fo great a danger, that, 
by means of the Morefcoes, he may punifh us 
for our fins. Bnt, in my opinionl one of the 
greateR: of there is the permitting of fo great 
a number of inveterate enemies of th¢ churc;:h 
~nd !bte for fo manY' years to retainlr their 
power of-doing l"nifchief.;.. nQr.is it fea[onable , 
to expect fuccefs in foreign enterprizes, till 
the kingdom' H:all be ,purged of i damefiic 

fut'~. " •. ,.. .' 
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CC IN the yearIsiS, when,the greatArma~", 
w~s deftroyed, I was emboldened by my zeal 

I 

for the interefr o( religion and my country, 
to reprefent to Y9ur f?yal father, that after 
ha.ving long and carefully enquired why it had 
pl<;afed God to penpit fo great a calamity to 

befall us, I was perfuaded that he intended ... 
thereby to inftruct the king, that, till he had 
extirpated herefy (rom "his own dominions, he 
ought not to have fuffered his attention to be 
diverted by any thing that pam d in foreigll 
frates. And, in like manner, confiding in 
your majefry's clemency for forgivenefs of 
me liberty which I take, I muft declare that, 
~fter the moft mature confideratjon, 1.( appears 
to me, that no Olher account but this can be 
giveIt'" of the lat~ failure of your expCKlition 
againfl: Algiers, in which there was nothing 

. ~mitt!!~ which hum'all prud~nce ' cO\JJd fug". 

ieft to infure fuccefs. 

t ' 

Ie IT is the win of heaven, that y.our ma

jefty fhould firft provide for the fafety and 
.. tranquillity of your own dominions j and, in 

Qrder to accomplifh this end, it is .necdfary 
that your domeftic enemies, thofe apoftates 
from the faith, who are equally enemies to the 

. . fiate and to our mpft holy rel\gion, {hould. be 

deprivcq of the power of d·fturbing your re-
E e pofc:. 
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pore. . No objeet fGrely can be more deeply 
interefting; and therefore I tr¢{ I !hall be 
pardoned for pr fuming, with due hum)lity~ 
to exhort your majefty to require your m\ni-

' fters, without delay? to apply themfc Ives to 
the confideration of it, with all that fc:tiotls at
~ention which it fo highly deferves) excluding 
from all the councils which !hall be held fOf 

~hat purpofe, :111 thofe per[ons \yho[e private 
intereft may hinder them from perceiving 
w hat is !=onduciye to th~ public gooq •• " 

THIS memoriaJ was moft gracioufb' re .. 
~eived by: the king al1d the duke of Lerma~ 
both of whom wrote letters of thanks to the 
patriarch for the wholefome counfel whi~ 
'it contain~d, and required him to give 

them his opinion with regard to the proper 
means of obviating that imminent danger, ~Q 

which it appeared, from his memorial, the 
kingdom was qpo[ed. In C6mpliance with 
this requeft, and emboldened by the confi
dence repofed in him, Ripera [oon after pre

fented another memorial, of which tpe purport; 
was, partly to perfuade Philip that no other 
p1t;lnS co\.!ld prove effeetual but the \,Jtter ex-
irpilPoq of the Morefcoes; and partly to 

* Vita de Ri~era! 
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take off the force of fuch objeaiof!S, as either 
religion or humanity might fuggeft, to deter 
him from ha ing recourfe to this expedient. 

IN facred writ, he faid, there w s no precept 
fo ofren repeated to the chofen people: of God 
as that of rooting Ollt from among them thofe 
infidel nations whom they found in poffeffion 
of the promifed land. A frriCt obedience to 
this precept was particularly inculcated on the 

kings and rulers of the people; and the firll: 
king, whom God himfelf had appointed to 
rule over them, incurred the divine difplea
fure, and was deprived of his kingdo~, mere. 
ly on account of his difobedience. T he per
nicious confequences of permitting the Moref
coes to remain in Cafrile and Arragon.were 

the fam as thofe which the children of Hrael 
experienced from their communication with 
the idolatrous heathens; for the faithful in 
Spain were in equal danger from the infeCtion 
of their example, and the extirpation of theie 
infidels was therefore equally incumbent on 
the catholic king, as that of the heathens all 
the kings and captains of the Jews . 

• 
IN following the example of David, and 

'other good kings of. Ifraelt Phiiip would like
wif~' imitate the conduCt of fame of the belt 

E e + and 
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~ 0 0 K and greateft df his predecefi"ors; .by • whom 
~ the Jews had, at ilifferent periods, ~been elS::<' 
J~ pelled from Spain, t l.1gh th.eir prOVOGarions 

had never been fo great as thofe of the Moref
toes; for the J ews were not heFetics and apo
{tates as they were, and were never accu[eG 

ef holding correfpondence wi~ the enemies of 
the ftate r . 

HIS illuftrious grandfather, Charles V. the 
lWifeft and greateft prince of the 2ge in which 
he lived, had publiihed an ediCl:, requi ring the 
Morefcoes either . t() fubmit to be baptized, 
or to d~part from Spain; expeCting that by 
fubmitting to be baptized they would become 
both ChFifi:ians and friends. It now ap
peared how much he was miftaken in this ex,.. 
pe&arion; but, fi'om the tenor of his ediCl:, it 
was manifeft how much he ehought it his dut¥., 
and how neceffilry he believed it for the fafety 

and prbfperity of his people~ to e~tirpa~e ill:
fidels from his dQminion~t 

T Hl! pernic,iou~ effeAs of tQler~tiqg po~ate~ 
{rom the faith, . had been feverely felt ~r th!! 
french monarchs, whofe kingdom h~ there

p'y be~n r~du~ed ;0 the ~ow~~ t~~t 'and ~eir ~ a
tpolic fubje& expofed~ for ~mo~ hJl\f~ century, 
to all the.miferies of civil war' whereas, if. they 
. . ., . . ~ 'II' " . . 
p~~ 'J.Cl:ed c(,mforma~ly ~o the m~afu~es of tHe 

ch~rcb~ 
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.chttrch, --and eithe-r- Ptlt 0 deatt\ m<;' rcti-c-al 
fubjefrst---or expelled them from the kingdom, all 
thofe unhappy qonfequences might- .have been 

. 'prevented, and the purity pf the fiiith prl!ferve~ 

THE temporal as well as the fpiritual in!" 
terdl: of the king's Cathj.)lic and loyal fubjeB:s, 
required that tbe Morefcoes fhould be expel
led; becaufe, if they were not, there was much 

-ground to apprehend they would ere long be
come mafrers of all the riches in the kingdo • 
They were not only indufrrious~ but frug 
.,.nd parfimonious co excels. They could la
bour for much lo'.ver wages, and weJ:e fatisfied 
fNith much fmaIJ.er profit~ in trade than were 
requifite {pr the fubfil1enq! pf th.e Spaniards,; 
great numbers of whom were thus ~~duded 
'both from traqe qnd labour, and thereby re
duced to indigence, The Spanifh villages, all 
'pver Cafrile and A-ndalufia) had falJen jn~o de
I=ay; while thofe of the MorefGoes increafe~ 
.and flourifueq; and the Spanilh farmers were 
unable to pay their rents, though they culti.,. 
vated the moft 'ferti1~ parts of toe · country; 
lovhile the MQrefcoes, who generally lived 
in the mofr b;irren. parts) after paying th~ 

, thitd part or' their crops to the pr~prietors 
of ~ei'r farmS; *tie not only able to fuppor~ 
rhei-nfdv~s and · -h~lr ' famiiies, but annualJ, 
(0 increafe their fto~k! 

B Q ()..~ 
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IN confequence of 'this, their number had of 

bte been greatly augmented j and there was 
ground to dread that, if fome remedy were 
not fpeedily applied, the natives would in a 

few years be outnumbered and overpowered. 

But n remedy wharever, he believed, would 

be found effeCtual, while the Morefcoes were 
permitted to continue within the kingdom. 
The king's humanity, he fuppofed, would re
volt at the thoughts of putting fo many nun
dred thoufands to the fword, and therefore 
the only expedient which remained as to 
tranfport them into foreign parts. 

HE did not however think it advifeable to 

expel them all at once: for, as thofe of V:l~ 
1enti:tlived in a gn'at meafure detached from 

the Chrifri:ms, in villages and diftriB:s by 
themfelves, there was little danger fi'om the 
infeCtion of their example j befides that, the 
Moors of thofe parts praCtifed various ufeful 
artS, which were unknown to the Chriftians, 

put were extremely neceffary for the comfort 
and convenience of life. If all thefe Moors 
were to be at once expelled, thofe arts would 
be entirely lofr, and a great part of the coun
try would become waite and defolate. But 
?olthough for thefe reafons it might be .judged 
tX eClient to delay their expulfion, they ought, 
in ~he mean time l to be loaded with taxes for 

the 
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the maintenance 9f ill ann}t, fufEcient to pre
vent apy prejudiee that might artie from p r
mitting them to r(!main; their numbers ought, 
as quickly as poffible, to be diminij'hed, by 

fendi.ng annually fome thoufands of their 
young men to the gallies and the mines, and 

Chrifrians, acquainted with their arts, ought 
grad1JaUy to be fubfritu ted in their room, 

BUT a different courfe, 1 e thought, ought 
to be pt! rfutd with regard to the Morefcoes 
in the other provinces, who were, on many 
accounts, much more formidable than thofe of 
Arragon and Valentia. They had every where 
intermixed with the Chrifrians; their example 
was confequently more infectious; and the 
churches and altars were profaned by ~heir 
pypocritical and mock compliances with the 
holy rites of the true religion. They fpoke! 
the Cafrilian lan~age; their minps were more 
cultivatecj. and improved; they were better 
acquainted with the frate of Spain, and much 
Jnore capable of giving dangerous intelligence 
to her enemie~; befides which, great numbers 
of them, having ferved in the royd Cl-rmy, 
were th,ereby not only qualified to Cl. as fpies~ 
but to afford affiilance to the enemy, in the 
cafe. of an invafior: or attack, 9r 0 any foreigQ 
~nemy, by whom the kin~orp {hotjld be a;-i 
~'lcl).~q, 

.. 
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By thefe conJiderations he was jn~)JCS . 50 

qelieve that the prefervatjoq of tLte k'~gc;letp, 

as well as the interefl: of religion, required:~l}at 

all tme Morefcoes in Spain, thofe of Arragon 
and Valentia excepted, fhould be inftantly ex
pelled. They were all to be confideIied as 
obfl:inate heretics, or as apofl:ates from the 
faith, whom the king, if he thought fit, might 
juftly pUninl with death; and there ~ould . be 
no room therefore to doubt ·of the lawftllnefs 
of tranfporting them to foreign aountries, 
which was the mildeft punifhment that, · con
fi(tently with the. [afety of his k ingdom, he 

could inflitt 

THEIR. children, under {even years of age, 
1l1ight be detained, in order to be educated· in 
tht: Chriftian faith; and the king might, widI
out any fCI1l.ple of confci€nae, compel any 
number of thofe who were grown up, to ferve 
on board his gallies, or in the mines of Ame
rica; while, for the benefit of his exchequer, 
he might fell the re·ft for (laves to his Chriftian 

fubjeCts in Spain and Italy. It could not be 

\mjuil to punifh men in this manner, who by 

their Grimes had forfeited 'their liv€s j and if 
it wa$ jufi: to puni!h them either with (lav.ery 

or . death? the firnply. expeHin~ them from 
Spain, and tranfpor~ing them ~o other COUI1-
~ries~ where their own rdi~ion~ was rroreffed, 

(:oul\:l. 
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~ould not be confidered in any other fight than 

;s an al:l: of c:1emency and mercy 'On the part 
of tHe king. I ) 

L r 

,I'If might Qe difficult, he acknowl dged, Co 
dfetl:uate their expulfion, without endangering 
the internal peace of the kingdom; but God, 
'fie 'trufted, would enlighten the minds of the 
king's minifters, and -enable them to difcern 
the moO: proper means of c rrying fo laudable 
a· defign into execution; for, as the counfe! 
he had offered was equally dictat('d by his " e.-

. gard to the fpiritual and to the temporal in
tereO: of the kingdom, he could ~ot doubt 

.that it was accept:~ble to God; and when he 
reflected" an his great ag(', his natural temper 
and difpofition, and the habits wh~ch ile had 
long indulged of a retired and fequeftered life, 
he could 'hardly fuppofe that the zeal and re· 
folution with which he felt himfelf infpired 
10 his addrefs to the king, on the prefent occa
£lon, could proceed from any other caufe but 
t 6 ' fecret and all-powerful influence of the 

1pirit of God llpon his mind •• 

. 
THE reafoniog in this memorial was admir-

ably fit ed to make impreffion on the .fuperfti 
utious and f!mid ~mper of th king; nor was 
I • , V· ..I' "R"b 88 Por' Er..crl"va. • Ita U.e " era, p. 3 . 
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its efficacy leffen--ed by the patriarch's vain pre' 
tenuon tQ divine jllumination. But although 
both Philip's religious fcruples, and his appre~ 
henuons of impending danger, were eafily ex:

cited, his natural difpo.fitionj which was gentle 

and humane, rendered him extremely averfe 

to a meafure fa replete with cruelty, as that 
hich Ribera had exhorted him to adopt. 

He could r..ot therefore refolve to comply with 

the counfd that was given him, and his irrefo
lution was increafed by a memorial which was 

foon afterwards pre[ented to him by the barons 

of Valentia. 

THEY had received intelligence from fOI':le 
of their friends at court 'of the patriarch's t w ') 

memOrials. They knew that he had advifed 
the kmg to permit thei r vaffals to remain for 
fome time longer, which they afcribed to his 
dread of their refentment j but they believed 
that the expl1lfion of the other Morefcoes 
would be quickly followed by that of thofe of 
V alemia, and for 'this reafon they were equally 
alarmed as if he had counfelled the whole to 
be expelled. 

IN order to deter the king from liftening to 
his propofal, they unanimouOy remon!hated 
againft the expulGon, as a meafure that wo'uld 
be attended with the moft pe)'nicious confe-

quences; 
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quences: for the More£; oes were not only a 
"frugal, tempeJate, and induftrious race of men, 
but they were the m~ft fkilfu farmers , ana 
the moft ingenuous manufaCturers in Spaid. 
There were fe~eral manufaCl:ures, qually ner 
ceffary for internal confumption and foreign 
trade, with which they alone w.ere acquainted; 
and without their {kill and labour, it was an 
unqueftionable fa&, that a great part of the 
kingdom would lie wille, and innumerable fa
milies of the higheft rank, who entirely de
pended on the rents of their lands, be reduced 
to indigence. 

I T had been affirmed chat they were all Mae 
hometans, 'but no fufficient evidence had been 
produced to prove the truth of this affel'Cion. 
They had all been regularly initiated, by bap
tifm, into the Chriftian church; they all pro

feffed themfelves to be Chriftians; and al
though many of them, perhaps, were not 

able to give a fatisfaEtory account of the 
doCtrines of the Chriftian faith, yet the fame 
thing might be faid of innumerable other 
Chriftians of the lower rank, befides the Mo
refcoes. 

BUT if many of them were if I reality ingo
rant or unbelieving, thjs could not iuft!y be 
imputed to them, fo much as to thofeto whom 

theif 
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th:!i~ inftruB:ion· had been commi~d. su·ffi
cienf pains to inl.truct them;. arui proper 
methods . of dealing with them, had fdoom 
been employed. Thty had, at firfti beel'l 
dragged into the cbirreh by force and violenc~lI 
and had afterwards been treated with inhuma,
nity; as if bitter invectives, corporal puniili
ments, and the confifcation of their eWe'a-s) 
were the proper means of enligHtening thei1' 
.underftandings with the kriowledge of the 
truth. In order to engage them to liften ta 
inftruCtion, it was neceffary that their inilillc" 
tors fhould ftudy .to conciliate their affeaiollS'. 
This en~ could be obtained only by gentlenefs 
and forbearance: and if the king would be 
pleafed to take effectual care to prevent 
them. from being treated more like brutes tr.an 
men, and frill more, if; as a reward for thtir 
relinquifhing the Mahometan fuperftition; he 
would grant them accefs to the fam~ immuni
nities and privileges that were enjoyed by his 
other fubjt:as, there would be no ground to 
defpair of their converfion. 

THEY had been aecufed ofhoJding a ttea(on
able correfpondence with the enemies of the 
ftate; but ought a vague and general a£fer
tion to be held as a fufficient evidence of their 
guilt? was not this crime of fuch a n~ture, 
tha; it muft necdfarily be confineci to a few ? 

oUk,ht 
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Ought the-guilt of a few to. be imptfted to fo 
• 'great a number'? ought even the few who had 

been guilty, to be. condemm;d ..witJ,o'Ytl ~ hear
. ng, without a trial, and without the fmalleft 

eVIdence? 

, THIS imputatioh had been o"ften caft upon 
the Morefcoes, by fpeculative and feql1eftered 
men, who had no accefs to know the truth of 
their afi"ertion; b~t were prompted by thejr 

, zea;! and prejudices to believe it. It had al
ways ,been difregarded by the wifeft of the 
king's predeceff'ors' and juftice, they hoped, 

~ould determine the king to imitate fo lauda
ble ab ex'!l~ple, till fome proof or evidence was 
adduced. This remonfrrance, which the barons , ' 

. prefented in a cortes or parliament held in the 
y~ar 1904, was not altogether without e1fecr. 
,In complian,ce with the intention of it, Philip 
refolyed to delay 'the eJCimlfion of the Moref

coes for fo~e years longer, and, in the mean . 
time to make a further trial, whether it' was '. . 
poffible to effeCtuate ~heir conve:fion to the 
faith; and for this purpofe he procured a 
brief from the pope, impofing a tax on the 

, e~c1efiafrical r~venues, a !?art of which be was 
a~thorifed to employ in quilding and t!ndow- . 
ing a Morefeo college; an~ in order to induce 
men of abilities tO ,accept of c racies among 
the Morefcoes, he was imp.owered from the 

Vat. I. . F f • fame 
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Jl 0 0 K fame fund; to augment the falaries of tbe 
IV. curate:;. • 

BUT no greater regarcl. it would feem was ' 
paid to thi's than to the other brief above men· 
tioned. The college was not endo'wed, and 
the church livings remained the fame as be
fore: from whence there was but (00 much 
ground for the fufpicitm which was entertain
td, that the king had neither been able to in

terefl: the pope nor the S panifu ecclcfiaftics in 
the execution of his plan. 

THE latter laboured affiduoufly to convince 
both the pope and the king, that every thing 
already had been done for the converfion of the 

Morefcoes, that was in the power of man to per-
. form, The archbifiiop of Valentia prefentcd 
a third memorial to the king, containing, as 
he pretended, a full reply to what had been 
afferted by the barons, but cor1fifting princi- , 
pally, either of inveCtives againft the Moref

coes, or of denunciations of divine judgments; 
which muft ere long o~ertake the kingdom, if 
they were not fpeedily expelled". 

.. Sdme prodigies ate recorded by Ribera in hi memo
tial, and by other writers, as clear omd certain indications 
of the 'will of heaven on the prefent otcaU.on ; futh as, 
that the church bell of Villila rung of itfelf for feveral 
days, &cc. But it does not appear, whether arguments 91 
thi, kind wer, defpuod or regarded by the king. 

, RIBERA 
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RIBERA. was powerfully feconded by feverai 

.other ecclehafricsj and parcicular1y by BIeda, a 
Dorninican friar; diftinguiilie.d for his acquain .. 
tance with the learning of his time, and equally 
noted for his aCtivity; his zealj and bigotry, 
who compofed fevenU bitter inveCtives ag inft 
the Mor{"f( des, and dividing h\s time between 
Rome and Madrid, ertiployed all his elo~ 

quence to perfuade the pontiff and the king of 
the neceffity of their cxpulfion. 

~UT the archbilhop s moft powerful aith .. 
tiate, was Don Bernardo de Roias y Sandoval, 
brother to die duke of .Lerma, who was th~ 
E:ardinal ,arthbilhop of Toledo, inquifitor-ge .. 

neral and chancellor of Spain. This prelate 
approved and feconded every part of Ribera's 
tnemoria t5; except where he advifed the"king 
to retain futh of the Morefco children as were 
Under feven years of age; and to fuffer the Mo. 
refcoes in Valentia to remain till their placo 
could be fupplied by Chriftians; for it was 
more advifeable, this cardinal maintained, to 
put them all, men, womenj and children; to 
the [word, than to have 'the Spanilh blodd con
taminated, as it would be, if either of mele 

- e~eeptions were admitted by a mixture of the 
polhm:d blood of infidels. 

TfUl duke ot Lerma1 who trom the begin..; 
lng of his adminiftration had ftudied.,. with 

F f i great . . . 
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great afIiduity anp folicitude" to ingratiate 
himfelf with the court of Rome and the 
Spal'lifh etclefiaftics, readily efpoufed his bro-, . 
ther's fentimer'lts; and, as the duke was at 

this time in unrivalled and full poffeffion of the 
royal favour, nothing now was wanting to fix 
the refolution of the king *. 

- IT was accordingly refolved, that all the 
More[coes in Spain, thofe in V alelltia as well as 
thofe in the other provinces, ilio III beexpel
led. The cardinal archbifhop went himfelf to 
Rome, with the dtfign, it is believed, to per
fuade the fovereign pontiff to grant his fanc
tion to the expulfion by fome public deed: 
but, if this was the intention of his journe. , 
it di1 not produce t,he defired effeCt. The 
pontiff, probably, chofe that the odium which 
muft attend a meafure fo barbarous and fo un
precedented, fhould rather fall on the court of 
Spain than on the holy fee; and, therefore, we 
do not read of any other papal bull or brief 

,publifhed on the prefent occafion, but one ad
dreffed to the bifllops of V alentia, command~ 

ing them to affemble together, in order to con
fider whether any method of converting the ' 
Morefcoes could be devifed. This bull was 
dated in the year 1606, a few months before 
the cardinal-primate fet out for Rome, ~but 

""Fo~[eca Traycion de More(cos, p. '96. 

9 wai . 
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was not publifhed till after his return, in 1608. 
It was p Ibliilied in the month of April of that 
year; and, in c.ompliance with it, the bifhops 
foon after met together, and fpent feveral 
months deliberating on the fubjeB:. But, 
as if the de fign of their meeting had been to 
condemn the Morefcoes, and not to confider 
of the means of converting them, they at 
length pronounced the following {entence: 

" That the Morefcoes of the kingdom of Va
lentia were all apoftates from the Chriftian 
faith, and were, be fides, {o obftinate and in

flexible in their infidelity, that, whatever means 
ihould be employed, no hopes could juftly be 
entertained of their converfion." 

THIS fentence having been tranfmittec1 to 
the court, contributed to confirm the king in 
the refolution which he had formed. It was 
agreed, howev~r, that the expulfion fhouJd be 
deferred till a more convenient feafon; and 
that, in the mean time, the ftriB:eft [ecrecy 
ihould be obferved. It was judged necelfary 
to keep the defign fecret, left the Morefcoes 

ihould either p f themfelves, or inftigated by 
the barons, h'.lve recourfe to arms; and, as no 

court was ever more diftinguifhed for main
raining the moft inviolable fe recy in ITS coun

[eIs chilO that of Spain, it would [eem that no 

fufpicion was entertained, ejther by the Mo ... 
ref~oes or baro{ls, of the ki.ng's determination 

f f J In 
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in a matter w~erein they were fo deep~y inter: 

ef\:ed, till everJ: receffary prepararion was made 
fpr carrying it l~to ~xecution. . 

TijE court having d~termined tp begi~ 

)Vith the exp.'11fion of the Valeptian Morefcoes, 
~rders were fecretly given to the naval com-' 

lllanders ~n Sp;lin, Por~gal, and Italy, to r~
ceive a certain number of troops on boarel 

{heir 1hips~ and , to rendezvous '4t Auguftl, 
1609~ at .A~cant, Denia, <\qd othe~ fea-ports 
in the Mediterranean, on the coaft of Valentia. 

~bout the \ fame tirn~, ~Qn Augu~in Mexia~ 
~n old e):{RerifPced officer, governor ~>f Ant~ 
~erp, w~~ rent to the city of yalentia to cop

~ert with the viceroy~ the marquis of Cara: 
rena, and o~hers, concerning the meafures ne
feffary to b,e tak.en within the kingdom to pre: 
yent a tumult or infurre~ion. The pret~xt 
~mployed for aifembl~ng the fleet was an ex-' 

pedition againft th~ Moors ip Barbary. But 
tha barons, obferving that frequent ~_~nferences' 
~~re hel~, py night ~nd by day~ at th,e vi~e~ ' 
roy'.s, with regard to the ful;>jeB: of which they; 

,!-,er~ kept ~nt~rely in the 'd~rk; a~(f ~~ing in~ 
formed that '~~e, ' ar~hb~{hop c'w~o' ~~fte~ a~ 
!he[e ~onferences ), as jf'he ~xp~B:ed ~o: be be,: 
~eged~ h~q conveyed into his 'palac~ an extra
ordinary G'Jantiry of proviGons, befide&' forny. 
troops a,nd arms, illey foon ~ame ~o fufpefr 

~~~t was -the real lpurpofe 9f the n~~al arma· 
• .. • ..' ;' ; '. ' •• • • t ., ment; 
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ment j and having, conformably to a privilege 11 0 0 1.; 

which belonged to them by the conftitution. of IV. 

Valentia, fummoned one of thofe affc:mblies of 16°9. 

their own number; termed the Military Arms, 

they fent deputies to the v:iceroy, requefting 
him to acquaint them with the defign of th~ 
prefent preparatitms. To this enquiry, the 
viceroy, without pretending ignorance of the 
king's ~ntention, replie~ that, whatl!ver it 
was, the barons might reft ~ffured that no 
refolution could be formed, either by the king, . 
who had ever regarded. them as his moft faith ... 
ful vaffals~ or by the duke of Lerma, theil' 
countryman, whofe eftates were int~rmingled 
with theirs, w.hich in the iffue would not be 

found conducive to the true in~reft of Va ... 
lentia~ 

By this anfwer the barons were confirmed 
in their fufpicions j and, as they could not but 
fuppo(e that the viceroy would h.aye chofen, 

had' it bee~, in ,his power" to difpe! their ap
~rehenfions, they could no longer doubt that 
the IObjeCt: of all th,e preparations whic~ had 
l;>een ma9,e was the expulfion, of their vaffals. 
They inft~tly. c0t:lvened again" a,nd drew up a 
remonftrance to b~ preft:nt~ to th~ ki,ng:, of' 
which the Pl;lTport, was, ~hat Va,lell,tia would 
l;>e.entirely ruined. if the M;orefcoes, by whom 
t:Jloft of the wor~ in that kingdoro, was carried 
Qn,. were eXPFlled., 

. Ff4;. 
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AT the de£ire of.rhe viceroy, who dreaded
that this ftep might give an a arm to the 
Morefcoes, the juftiza, or chief j ftice 'in cri~ 
minal matters, having attempted in vain to di- , 
vert them from their purp.ofe, was fo violently: 
agitated with grief and rage, that he drope 
down dead in the affembly. This accident 
prevented them from coming to an immediate . 
decifion; but next morning they had another: 
meeting, in which they appointed deputies to 

. carry their remonftrflnce to the king. 

I Twas expreffed .in ,the ftrongeft terms, dic

tated by ll; deep conviCtion of the melancholy 
truth which it contained; but the deputies, 

though received by the king and his minifter 
with l1'luch diftinCtion and refpeCt, were told, 
that the king's refolution. having been formed 
after the moft mature deliberation, was unal

terable; thaF the barons had been too late in 
prefenting their petition; and that the ediCt of 
expulfion was already publifhed. 

A S'!tR ONG body of CaftiIian troops had 
aCtually entered Valentia about the time of the 

arrival' of the deputies at Madrid; and the 
Morefco~s were now acquainted with their fate. 

1 ~ the edi&: of expqllion, which was pub

iibed with the ufual formalities~ ~¥ the vice::-: 

r~Y~ 
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roy, in the beginning of.September, 1609, 
they were all .commanded, men, women, and 
children, under the penalty of death, to be 
ready within three day~ to repair to the fea
pO.rts appointed for their embarkation, and 
there to go on board of fhips prepared for c~r .. 

. rying them into foreign parts. 

I T was ordained under the fame penalty, 
that they 1hould all remain in the places where 
they were, at the time of publifhing the -ed iCl:, 
till the commiifaries appointed to conduce 
them to the fea-coaft 1hould arrive; that j f 
~ny of them fhould, before the arriv~l of the 
(:ommiifaries, prefume to change the place of 
their abode, they might be carried by any per

fon before il judge; and, in cafe they fhould 
make refiftance, might inftantly be put to 
death. 

I T was enaCted, that all their effects fhould 
belong to the lords whofe vaffals they were, 
except fuch as they could carry along with 
them; and, that in cafe they ibould conceal 
or deftroy any part of their effects, they fhould 
~e punifhed with death. 

FOR the prefervation of the fugar-works, 

granaries of rice, drains or aqueducts, and, in . . 
prd~r that the Chriftian inhabitants might be 

inftructd 

noo~ 
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inftruCted in the works and r:nanufaCtures which, 
had hitherto been carried on by the Morefcoes, 
4 w~ declared t~at fIx f~milies, to be nam~d 
by ~he barons" out 'of every hund:r~d, might 
remalD. 

IT was ordain,ed, that all children under four, 
years of age might remain, provided, their pa
rents or guardi~ns ihoulQ. confc;:nt; that chil. 
dren under fIx or feven, one of whofe parents. 
was an old Chrifi:ian, mi~ht remain, and the 
tl1otl1ers with them, though they were Moref,.. 
coes; but if the fathers were Morefcoes, and 
the mothers Chrifiians, that the fathers ihopld 
be expelied, while the children might rem~n 
with their mothers; that all fuch. of the Mo
re{co~ might remain, who, for any confider
abl~ ti,me, ha~ demeaned them~lves as Chrif
tians, who could produce certificates from the 
parifh-priefts of their having received the 
facrament, by permiffion of their refpeCtive 
b,jlhops, or who had, n.ot for two years attend
ed any of the M;orefco re1igio~ mec;tings. 

THEY w~re all permitted to depar;t into any 
~ountry, not fubjeCt to the crown of Spain,. 
provided they ihould leave the kingdom , 
~ithin the time fpecified; and '!-1l a1Turance 
was given them, that no vi~len<;e or injury 
f?~)Ulc;l 9~ ottere<l; them, by Qlof~ Whp fuould 

be . 
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~e employed in tranfporting ~hem to narbaryl! 
pr any other country th~y Ihould make: 
choice of-. ,. . . 

.. T H~ feveral conceffioQs contaj~e~ in this 
r;diCt were cOIffidered by the ecclefiaftics and 
the court of S paiq as proofs of extraordinary 
~lemency on the part of the king; but they 
~ould nqt be regarded in the fame light by the 
lMoref~oes. They wer~ equally oyerwhelmed 
with aftonifhment~ and with anguifh an" 
~iftrefs. They were furrounded with enemies 
on every hand. The king, they perceived, 
though ~ey had been taught to believe his 
rliftingui!hing charaCl:er to be gendenefS and 
lTlercy, was their irreconcileable and mortal 
~nemy; aqd th~ir hearts fl~~c. withih them, 
~hen they ~efleCl:ed on the mifery w~ich they 
were doomed to undergo. They were not 
?nly difquieted with fo ' near a profp .Ct of the 
10fs of their moft valuable po{femons~ joined 
tq that of perpetual bani!hm~nt from their na-

, tive country; l;>ut they v~olently dreaded that 
~ey were all to be butc,~.ered as foon as they 
~e~e p~t on b,oard the J,hips ~ppointed, for 
tranfporting th~m to foreign p.arts t. T~ey 

had never h~d any friends to whom they could 
look f~r atfuta~ce, exc~ t th~ir patrons the 
i ' ' ,' 

"! Fonfeca, lib. iv. cap. 3' . , 
t Fo~e~a,., lib. iv. cap. 8. 

barons, 

#3 
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BOO K. barons, whofe intereft was infeparably linked 
•• IV. 
.. . with theirs; but th~ barons, they knew, w~re 
l~. unable to afford them protection on the prefent 

occaGon, and all the good offices which they 
had interpofed in their behalf had been with
out avail. They had little reafo:l, therefore 
to . expeCt. that any thing which they them
fdves could do to avert the impending ftorm 
would prove effectual. That nothing, how
ever in their power might be omitted, their 
leading men, having met together privately in 
the city of Valemia, drew up- a petition, and 
fent a deputation of their number to prefent it 
to the viceroy; in which, after folemnly affere
ing their innocence of the crimes imputed to 
them in the edict, they offf:'red, in cafe the 

king wt5uld be perfuaded to recall it, to main
tain a certain number of gallies for the pro
teCtion of the co aft againft the corfairs j to 
build feveral new forts, and to fupport the 
garrifons not only of thefe, but of fuch as 
were already built; to redeem all the. Chrifrians 
of Valentia who ihould ever be taken captives 
by the Moors; and, befides, to furni1h the 
king with a conGderable fum of money-. 
But the viceroy, though he was himfelf ex
tremely averfe to the expulGon, without taking 

.. MSS. of Corrington's letters in lord Hardwick's p~f. 
feHioa. Mad. 8th Oct J 609' 

time; 
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time to deliberate on their.propofals, immedi
ately replied, that there was now no room left 
for any petition or remonfrrance; that the king 
was unalterably' determined to put his edict 
into execution, and they mufi: infrantly pre
pare themfe1 ves, however reluctant, to fubmit·. 

W HEN this anfwer was reported by the de
legates to the affembly in Valentia, their minds 
were variouOy agi ated with grief, defpair, 
and indignation.. I twas propofed by [orne of 
them that they fhould inftantly have recourfe 
to arms; for it was better, they maintained, 
to die fighting like men for their property and 
lives, than tamely to [uffer themfelves to be 
frript of their poffeffions, and afterwards, per
haps, to be butchered like fheep, by '\11 im
placable and cruel enemy, to whom they had 
never given any jufr occafion of offence: be
fides, that it might not be impoffible for them 
to defend themfelves in the mountainous parts 
of ' the country, till fome foreign power, 
friendly to them, and hoftile to the Spaniards, 
fhould come to their relief. But this propofal 
was rejeCted as defperate and impraCticable ;by 
a great majority of the affembly ~ who repre
fented, that as they were not provided either 
with arms or military frares, hag no praCl:ice 

• FonCeca, lib. iv. cap. 
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in war, and had be,ert utterly unaccuftomed Cd 

military difcipline, it was impoflible they coul 
hol~ out for many weeks agflinft fo potent an 
enemy. The Spanifh regular forces, undet 
the moft experienced officers, were already 
diftributed all over the counery, and were 
every where prepared to attack them on tlie 
firft appearance of oppofition or refiftance. 
No time would be allowed them to put them;. 

(elves into a pofture of defence. They would 

inftantly be either cut to piece~; or reduced to 
£lavery; and an opportunity would be thus 
afforded to the Spaniards of gratifying at onceJ 

frill more thaD by th.eir expulfion, their avarice 
and their ' cruelty. It Cvuld not be fuppofe<t 
that the king would have incurred the ell" 
pence, which his preparations for exporting 

• 
them muft have coft him, had he intt:ud to 

deftroy them on .their palfage, fince he could 
have done it more eafily without incurring fo 
great an expence; be fides that fo ufdefs and 
fo wanton a piece of treachery would cover, 
his name with indelible di[grace~ They might, 

with confidence therefore expect to be fafe! . 
conveyed to Barbary, and this was fure!y pre~ 
ferable either to death or to Oavery in Spain •. 
But while, tor thefe reafons, all thoughts of 
refiftance ought to be laid afide, they aug!) . 
not to accept of either of the two offers tpali 
were made tei them in the edict of expulfidl'l. 

Neither 
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NEITREll their children l.!nderage, nor the fiX' 
families out of every hundred who were per
mitted to remain, ought to be left behind. 
The Spaniards intended. by thefe conceffions, 
to f-erve themfelves, and not the Morefcoes, 
arid the latter thauld, far that reafon, unani
mount refolve to reject them with difdain. 

THIS refolution was warmly embraced by 
the whole affembly; and not by them only, 
but by all the other More{cacs in the kingdom 
of Yalentia, except thofe, who, inhabiting 
certain mountainous parts of the country 
which they deemed impregnable, (ormed the 
defperate refolution of maintaining their pof
feffions by force:: of arms. Before the meeting 
at Valentia, great numbers of thofe whq, lived 
in towns, and in the more fertile parts of the 
country, had earneftly folicited the barons to 
procure them to be named among the families 

who were to be permitted to remain; but ho 

fooner were they made acquainted with the 
determination of their leaders, than, with one 
heart, and one voice, they ceclared that no 
confideration ihould now induce them to fray 
behind their kinfmen and companions. 

THIS ~eclaration w~ a matter of deep con
cern to the barons, who had, in fome mea(ure, 

8 been 
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been reconciled to. the expulfion by the pro. 
mife which had been given for fix families out 
of ever hundred to remain, and now dreaded 
the utter nlin of their eftates, if the Morefcoes 

fuould perfevere in their prefent refolution. 
Of all the barons the duke of Gandia was 
likly. to prove the greateft ' fufferer, as his 
eft ate chiefly confifted of thofe manufactures 

, I 

with whIch the Morefcoes alone were acquaint-
ed. · By employing all his influence with theml 

and making them the moil: advantageous 
offers, he at length obtained their confent, . on 
condition that they fbould be allowed the f;ee 
exercife of their religion. The duke [olicited 
the viceroy to grant them this indulgence, till 
the Chriftians fbould be inftmcted in the ma
nufaCl;,ures, which would not require more 
than two or three years at moft j bllt wa3 told 
by the viceroy, that, agreeably to his orders 
from the king, it could not be granted for a 
fingle day". Thi~ anfwer being communicated 
to the Morefcoes, there was not one' perfon or 
more than a hundred and fifty thoufand who 
could be perfuaded to remain. 

*' The viceroy received a letter of thanks from Philip 

on this occafion, beginning thus: Yo os a.ggradefeo mucho 
10 que refpondiftes. yel parecer que days. que no por una 
hora Ii coofienta que es muy conforme a 10 qlle de vuefira 
mucha Chrrftianidad, fe podia efperar. &c. Fonfeca.lib. 
~v. cap. 8. 

NOR 
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NoR. were they lefs inflexible iri refufing to 
~ave their ohildren pehincl them thaE were 
under 'fIX years of age; They were well aware; 
3S they fa:i.d to the eq:lefiaftics who appIJed to 
the[Il on this head, of the great inconYenien
(:i~s 3nd !iangers to ~hich fo many thoufand 

. children; with their mothers and nurfes; none 
o.f whom had ever been at feaj muil: be ex
pof~d from being crowded together on board 
the fhip~ and galJies I but they w~e unalter
ably determined to carry th m ~long with them 
to whatever part of the world they themfelves 

. fuould go, and chofe rather to fee them perilh 
before their eyes than to leave them in the 
hands of a people by whom their parents had 
been treated with fo m~ch cruelty -. 

THE army having been diftributedO into 
the feveral ftations, where ' they might mo£t 
effeCtually prevent any difturbance or infurrec
tion, and the fhips of war and tranfports, fully 

• The ecclefiaftics, however,and (orne religious women 
of rank, detained' a confiderable number of the children~ 

partly by ftealth, and partly by compulfion; believing 
·tlJ.at, in doing fo, they performed a meritorious fcrvice ill 
the fight .of God, and faved the fouls of the children from 

perdition. FO}lfeca, p. 233. Dio principio a eite Canto 

la~ocini~, Donna If abel de Felafco Virreyna de aquel 
Reyno, la qual. dio orden que Ie travetTen a cafa algunar 
Morifquillas, aUllque fuefi'~ hurtandolas aflil curadorcs, 
como fe ': hizo, &c. 

Vo.r,.. I; Gg equip ed 
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equipped for thei: intended voyage, the vice. 
roy, without any farther dday, began to carty 
the royal edia into execution, by fending com
miffioners, with a fufficient body of troops, to 
colleCt the Morefcoes in different quarters to
gether, and to cond~a rhem to .the coaft. The· 
vaffals of the -duke of Gandia, amounting to -
more than twenty thoufand men, were the firft 
who embarked, and, after a profperous voyage, 
they were fafely landed at Oran, a Spaniili 
fortrefs on the coaft. of Barbary. 

A T a ran they were well rece' ved by the 
count of Aguilar, the governor of the fort, 
and, on his appliCation to the viceroy of Tre
mezen, which frands at the diftance of two 
day's journey from Oran, leave was granted 
the:n to come to take up their refidence in. the 
former of thefe places. In their journey 
thither they were deeply affeCted, and few of 
them could reftrain their tears, when they 
compared the defert barren plains, through 
which they pa{fed, with th.e fertile and dc:
lightftll regions of Valentia. I t afforded them, 
however, no fmall confolation in their difrreu 
to reflect that, as the dread which they had en
ter~ained of being murdered by the way had 
proved groundlefs, they had now found a 
prince of their own religion, difpofed;:o gram 

them 

., 
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tliem Jiis protection. Upon their arrival at 
'Tref!1ezen; they were fuffe;ed no retain all their 
wealth which th~y had brought along with 
them, and' admitted to all the fame liberties 
and privileges as the natives of the place. 

AN account of the treatment which they re
ceived having been carried to Spain, by ten 
perfons who were fuffered to return for that 
purpafe, it contributed, in fome meafure, to 
recotlclle the oilier Morefc es in Valentia to 
their fate; and, as the winter feafon was faft 
approaching,. when they muft encounter gr _ater 
difficulties in their paffagej they even diicover
cd a degree of impatience to be permitted to 
embark· • 

No time was unnecelfarily loft on die pal 
of the viceroy. The Morefcoes, conducted 
by his commiffaries and the royal troops, and 
many of them accompanied, from comp:lffion 
a~d humanity, by the barons whofe vaifals they 
had been, were every where in motion, and 
haftening in crowds, with their wives and 
children; to the coaft. The fhips whiGh had 
been provided for tranfporting them, having 
been . found extremely inadequate t9 the pur
pofe, many more were collected from the fea.-

• Fonfeca. 
• 
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ports in Spain, Majorca, .and Italy. Qf there 
llJany were hired by' the Morefc~s themfelv,es; 
who deHred, as [oon as poffibl€, to .emanci
pate themfe1ves from the power of the Spa
niards.; while the greater number went on 
board the fhips provided by the king. And 
in a few weeks about a hundred and twenty 
thoufand men, women, and children, had c;m ... 
barked. ' 

MANY of thefe were per[ons of fubfrance 
and condition; fame of them, on account of 
their early profeffion of Chrifrianity, had been 
raifed to the rank of nobility, by the emperor 
Charles V. And the elegance and beauty of the 
young Motefeo women is highly celebrated by 
~ eon~emporary Spanifh hiftorian, whofe bigotry 
f>ften prompts him to exult in their diftre:lS. 

W IDEL Y different from the fentiments of 
this bigoted eccleHafric were thofe of the Va-
1entia barons; who gave their vaffals, on this 
melancholy occaHon, every proof of generous 
compaffion and humflnity. · By the royal edict 
they were entided to all the property belong-

. ing to their vaff'als, except what they were able 
to carry about their perfons: but the barons, 
defpifing this right which the edict beftowed 
on them, allowed the Morefeoes to difpofe of 

< • 
whatever 



PH~IP III. KING OF SPAIN . .. 

whateV'er part of their ef(eCl:s could be fold for 
. money, and likewife permitted them to convey 
. their moft valuable furniture and manufaCtures 
,on mules and in carriages to the !hips. Many 
of them accompanied their vaffals in perfon to 

the !hore, and fome of them, having embarked 
along with them, faw them fafely landed on 
the coaft of Africa·. 

BUT this kind attention of the barons ferved 
only for a httle time to mitigate their diftrefs. 
Their exile from their native country, which 
juftly excited in them the moft bitter regret~ 
and gave them fo much ground for anxiety 
with regard to their future:: fortune, was foon 
fucceeded by ftill greater calamities. Great 
numbers were fhipwrecked on their paffage, 
and never reached the African coaU-j while 

• Of the barons who thus difringuilhed themfelves by 
their tendernefs and humanity on this occation, find wl\o 
remained at the fea-ports during the whole time of the 
embarkation. employing all their interelt to .frotet!: the 
Morefcoes from injury, and to procure them the bell: ac
commodation poffible aboard the lhips, Fonfeca has re
corded the n~mes of the foHowing, adding that there were 
many others whom he has not named: the duke of Gandia. 
whofe great eltate w~s almolt entirely ruined j the mar
quis of Albada, the count of Alaguas, the count of BunoI, 
the cOllnt of Anna, the count of Sinarcas, the count of 
Copcentayna, and the duke of Maqueda, who went over 
in the hrft em"b:u-kation to the por of Oran. 

G g 3 · many 
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many otll rs were barbaroufly murdered at feat 
py the crews of the !hips which they · had 
freighted: this latter calamity beta only thofe 
whp had cbofen to tranfport themfelves in 
private fhips; and inftances are recorded of 
fuch inhuman crudty exercifed againft this 
harm1efs, perfecuted, and defencelefs people, 
py "~hs: pwpers anq, crews of thefe fuips, as 
equals any thing of the fame kind of which 
we read in hiftory. The. men butehered in 
the prefence" of their wives and chi!drep ~ th!= 
women and 'C~ildre~ a~eqvards th~own alive; 
into the fea j of the women, fome, on account . . 
of their beautYl preferved alive for a few days 
to fatiate ·the luft of tbe inhuman murderers . . 
of their hufbands and brothers, and then either 
paugh~ered or committed to the waves: fuch 
were [omf! pf th.e horrid deeds of 'Vhi~h t4ef~ 
~arbarians V{ere conviCl:ecj. upon their trial, tQ 
which they were bro~ght, in confequence of 
quarrelling with each oth~r about the div~fion 
of t4eir prey ~ and fu~h? if w~ may credit ~ 
for temporary hiftorian, was the unhappy fat~ 
pf.a gre,t ~J.lmper of the l\1ore(coes ~: 

. 
N OR was the fate of the great~r part of thofe 

who reached th~ co aft of Barbary' lefs deplor
~pl~~ They had no ~oon~r landed . on thii 

. , * fonfcc~ 
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barren inhofpitable fhor~, than they were at-
, tacked by the Bedouin Arabs, a wild banditti 
who live in tents, and fupport themfelves by 
hunting and by plunder. The Morefcoes, un
an,ned, and incumbered with their wives and 
mildren, were often robbed by thofe barba
rians, who -came ppon them in numerous 
bodies, amounting fometimes to five or {he 
thoufand men; and as often as the ~ore[coea 
attempted, with ftones and flings, their only 
arms, to make refiftance, put great numbers of 
them to the fword . . Still greater numbers 
perifried of fatigue and hunger, joined to the 
inclemencies of (he weather~ from y.'hich they 
pad no 'means of !heher, during their tedious 
journc::y through the African deferts, to Mofta
~an, A1gier~, and other places, Vol here the,.. hoped 
to be permit~ed ' to take up their refidence. Few 
of them ever arrived at thefe places. Of fix 
thoufand; who fet out together front Conafti l, 
a, town in the neighbourhood of Oran, with an 
~ntention of going to Algiers, a fingle perfon 
only, of the nam'e of Pedralvi, furvived the 
difafters to which they were e"pofed; and of 
~e whole hundred and forty thoufand, who 
were at this time tranfported' to Africa, there 

' ~s ground to believe, from the co'ncurring tefti-

, 
mony of perfons who had a cds to know the 
~rp.th, ~at more than ~ hupdred thoufand . . 

plen, 
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men, women, arfd children, fuffered death in 
ics moft hideous forms, within a few months 

- after their expulfion from Valentia". 

COMPARED to the dreadful fate to which 
.this unhappy people were dooqled by the 
Sp'aniards, it would have been a.:l aCt of mercy 

on the part of the king, had he either com
manded them to be put to the fword, or com
mitted to the flames; as their mif~ry would, 
in this cafe; have been of iliort continuance. 
The knowledge of what had b fallen them 

• ought, at leaft: to have deterred him from ex- , 
~ pofing the reft: o( his Morefc;o fu.bjeCts t<1 the 

like calamities. 

BUt the fentiments of humanity in the ec
c1efiaft:ics and court of Spain were overpower
ed by thofe of the moft: illiberal fuperft:ition. 
They confidered that inexpreffible mifery, 
.which they themfelve~ had brought.on the Mo .. 
refcoest as a .fignal of d~vine judgment againft 
that unhappy people, which ferved to jufrify 
the cruelty w~ich they had exerclfed, and to 
prove th~t what they ijad done was acceptable 
in the fIght of ~od. Far from feeling remorfe 
or farrow for what had happenech they rather 
triumphed and exulted"in it~ and were confirm~ 

F onfeca. GOIl[alez, Davila; p. 146 .• 
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cd in their refolution 9f expelling all the 
, Morefcoes in Spain widlout exception, and 

i hout thinking it incumbe t on them to 
make provifion for their reception in any of 
thofe countries to which they were about to be 

conveyed • 

. B UT before they proceeded to the expulfion 
of the Morefcoes in Caftile and other provin
ces, it was judged neceffary to reduce to obe
dience all fuch of 'the Morefcoes in Valentia, 
above mentioned, as had retired to the moun- . 
tainous parts of that kingdom, with the .refo
lution of funding on theit defence. Their 

• " I' 

number, including men, women, and children, 
amounted nearly to thirty thoufand. Having 
colleered together a confiderable quantity of 
provifions of all kinds, they had begun, while the 
viceroy was employed in tranfportingtheir C(lun
trymen, to fortify themfelves as well as tHey 
were able, and to block up the narrow paffes, 

. by which the Spaniards muft approach. But, 
befides being ~tterly deftitute of military !kill, 
they were extremely ill furnifued both with 

• 
arms and ammunition; and the folly of their 
attempt quickly appeared in the feeblenefs of 
every effort which they made to 'repel the at
tacks of the enemy. Th viceroy having fent 
againft them the flower of the reglllar force, I a ~ u~r 

1001( 
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under the command pf Don Agufl:in Mefcia, 
who had acquired confiderable military expe
rience and renown in the wars of Flanders, a 
great part "f them were compelied , to furren
der, through t:he want of water, from which 
Mefcia had found means to cut them off; and 
foon after, the refl: were beaten fi-om their in~ 
trenchments, and put to flight. 

IN the p~rfuit no mercy was fuewn, eithef 
to the aged or to the wpmen and children, 
though rolling in the duft:, and imploring 
mercy, by the ~avage conquerors. Upwards ' 
of tl1ree thoufand perifhed *. The number of 
thofe who had fu rrendered was two and twenty 
thoufand, who were all foon afrer tranfported 
to Africa, except the children under [even 
years orage, whom the foldiers were permitted 
to fdl for naves. The king decreed, thati 

after a certain nUl]1ber of years! they nlould be 
Set at libel ty; but as many of them were rent 
\ 

\. Fonfeca. p. 3Io.-From the !lyle of this author in this 
and many other pa{[ages, there is little ground tor doubt, 
that with pleafure 'he would have atlcd the [ame bloody 

part which he defcribes. • 
Fueron Siguiendo la vittoria, 105 neullros, matando flit 

elCcecion, quanta! aJ.con~avan, viejos, mo~o~, grandes, pc
quennos, hombres_ y mug res, por m:l.$ que arrodillado$ 
ellos, y elIas con los bra<;os a' biertos le~ pedi,an mifericor-' 

din, -no merecicndola los que ficmpre uf:tton mal della--

F onIcca, 3 I O. ~~ 
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o foreign 'countri s, thece is ground to fufpe 
hat the decree was not attended with the de. 
red effect *, 

ANOTHER or e of til king, which he pub
lilhed at this time, prove e effectual. Be-
fides the Morefcoes who were killed or taken 
prifoners, a confiderable number, difhufiful of 
the Spanilh faith, or prompted by nn incon
querable attachment to their native country, 
had difperfed themfelves among the woods ana 

* 'the vi~eroy and the archbilhop of Valentia diifered 
widely in their opinion with regard to the proper method 
of difpoling of the children. The former reprefcmed to 
the king, that all of them, who were under fifteen years of 
age, might be: fa.fe1y permitted to remain in the hands of 
the Chriflians, to \\ hom they had been fold by the {oldier , 
15 there would be no Mahometans in the killlgdoP.l by 
whom they could be perverted from embracing the prirf
riples of the Chrifrian faith. Befi~es, that as molt of 
their parents and othen'elatiuns had perilhcd in the' ate 

infurreaion, it would be Iefs cruel to put them all to th, 
{word,- than to land (0 great a number of helplef, young 
,.. -. : on the coaft of Barbary. Th~ archbifhop, 01'1 the 
other hand, declared. that, .. fter a certain age, no M orcfco 
could poffibly be c:>nverted; and t"-at, if the Moref::o 
children, at fi fteen, at twelve, at tefl, 01. ev'!!n {even yeaTS 

of 1ge were fuffe:ed to remaill.thewholekiog.lt0m of 
V:zlentia would again be peopled with M ahometans before 
the end of the '(econd, or at mofi of the third geaeration, 

The ~ing, defiro~s to gra.ify both the viceroy :lnd t:,: 
archbifho[, b'!1ieaning more to t e fide of the 1"11 T, rave 

is perrnifIioo 1s alnve.mentioncd, fOJ taining only fuch 
the children as were und: r feven YO' ag", 

roeb, 

BOO 
' IV, 

\ 

'\ ) 
( 
I 



... , . 

10 (j , 
IV. ---

mSTO Y OF, :tHE REtGN, &c. 

rocks, where they hoped to elude the notice 
the Spaniards. Philip put a price upon 
heads of thofe unhappy men, a'nd the f~ldier 
were fent out to hunt fo~ them;' • Ji r . eafts of 
prey. fIardly any of·theIl} re able tq efcape. 

I ' 
Some of them &ttlletrather 'to die of 'Cold i).nd 
h~nget, ~lian furrender the~felv'e§ to the Spa
..niards: and at length their leader, who with 

· ..... his wife and children had concealed themfelves 
in the moft

t 

inacc~ffible parts of the mountains, 
was taken and carried alive to Valentia, where, 
arter fuffering much mockery and infult for ' 
ltaving allowed himfelf to be eleCted king of 
the infurgents, he' was, by a (olemn fentence, 
condemned and put to death •• 

* In tie appendix (B) the reader will lind other inter
eftfug circumfl:ances relative to the condition of the Ma. 
refeoes in Spain, their expulfion, and fubfequent fate.. 

. colletled from fir Francis Cottington's Letters flOU' 
Spain, 1609 and 1610. 
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