








PR,SEF.ACE-

Tf:e moft important of thefe papers, the
letters, had however been very ftrongly en-
‘counteredat firft by a Defence qf Mary’s Honour, -
which was publifhed by her worthy adherent,
‘Lelley, bithop of Rofs, and which was at
- once lively, convincing, and pointed. But
~ this was inftantly fupprefled by the violence
~ of Queen Elizabeth. No vindication of Mary
. was fufféred to appear. ' Many were publifh-
ed on the continent ; yet none of them durft
5 venﬁure upon Englifh ground. And at the
1 ‘Me tiihe the Deteélion of Mary’s Doings by
Bucl anan, that daring effort of fabricated
calumny, in which the principal of the
© tradts, all the fonnets, and all the

k. our government fuch aftifices of tyrafiny
L~. ~wotlld carry a pecuhar efficacy with them.
. Theycould ot fail of fuccefs, The reputa-
i On,of Mary Wasaﬁ'anlted on. every fide, in
xigorvils and artful appeals to the public, She
arred from all counter appEals in her
) From thc mahcmus partiality
y .- of
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‘of matkind to flander, the energy of a vin-
dication 18 no ways equal to the force of an
accufation. "What then muft be the force of
the one, when the other is not permitted to
acconipany it ; when this is fuppreffed, and
_ thiat is fupported, by all the exertions of au-
‘thority in the government, and by all the
habits of obedienice in the people 2. The con-
fequence was very natural, The fonflets, con-
tra@s, and letters were received as authentic
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teftimonies of Mary’s guilt. The opinion of

the public became fixed upon the point. And
a flander, that has once got poffeflion of the
general faith, isthe moft difficult of all pre-
Jjudices to be removed.

But in 1754 a wonderful mvolut:on began
to take place in the hiftory of theft eftablifhed
evidences. Mr. Gootal] keeper of the Ad-

vocate’s library at Edinburgh, ftepped for-

ward, with a courage that fcemed to border
upon rafthnefs, in order to p! them mere
forgeries, and to difabufe the deceived pub-
lic. He was a man very converfant with

records. He was, thercfore, in the habit of
refernﬁg aﬂkmondto authorities." He was Iub :

auated perhaps by a fpirit of party, as a
party had been then formed in the nation

Bz . concerning
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concerning the point. - Something more vi-
“gorous than the abftrated love of truth, is
~ ‘generally requifite to every arduous under-
- taking, But, whatever weré his. motives,
~ his enterprize was honourable, and his exe-
~cution powerful.  He entered into an exami-
~ nation of the papers with confiderable fpjrit.
. He went through it with confiderable addrefs.
He eve®proved the letters to be forgeries in
' {o clear a manner, that one is aftonifhed it
had® never been done before. This thews,
inde€d, the little attention which had been
. paid to the fubje@, in care to fubftantiate, or
in zeal to deftroy, the fundamental credit of
the whole. And 7hat forms one of thofe grand
: difcoveries, which muft neceffarily be very
- rare in theliftory of any nation, and there-
- fore refle*a"peculiar honour upon the indi-
. vidual who makes them.

Yet fuch was the fa&ious creduhty then
‘ prevarlmg geﬁﬁlly in the ifland, that this
work, one of the moft original and convine-
“‘ing which ever were publithed, made its
My very flowly among us. - Even fome of
 our fitft-rate” writers prefumed to fet them-
" felves againft it Dr. Robertfon, a difciple of
“tﬁc old fchool of flander, wrote a formal dif-

fertation
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fertation ‘in oppofition toit.  Even Mr. Hume, .
who in ‘hffory had learned to think more

liberally than the Do&or, in. fome incidentat
notes to his Hiftory of England fill profef-
fed, and defended, his adherence to the an-
cient error. - And the nation*ftood {uf-
pended between the authority of great
names, and the prejudices of" “ the million,”

upon.one fide ; and a new name, Bew argu-
ments, and demonfiration, on the other.
Then Mr. Tytler arofe. . He generally#took
the fame ground which Mr. Goodall had
taken before him. «He generally made ufe

of his weapons. He brightened up fome. -
He firengthened others. With both and
with his own, he drove the enemgiout of the,

field. Dr. Robertfon quitted dit directly.
Mr. Hume rallied, after a log# interval of
eleven or twelve years. He rallied with a
feeming ferocity of {pirit, and with a real

imbecillity of exertion. ho never re-

plied to an adverfary before,*now replied to

Mr. Tytler in a noté to a new edition of his

hiftory. He laid himfelf out there, in re-
proaches againft Mr. Tytler, anfl in*vindica-
tions of himfelf, But ke touched upon the
caufe of Mary, i in a fingle point only. And

B3 P8 hls 3;
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his “efforts of proving in all were flight in

. their aim, and feeble in their operation.
,‘:'«" Mr. Tytler, however, very properly ad-
. vanced upon him again, in a poftfeript to a

b

. new edition of his own work.i And Mr.

" Hume retifed finally with Dr. Robertfon.
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Mr. Tytler defervedly gained great honour
by the conteft. His work is candld argu-
mentative, acute, and ingenious. Only his
fuccefs feems to have injured his mafter’s re-

- putation. The glory was in no fmal!l mea-

fure Mr. Goodall’'s own. Yet fuch is the
capricioufnefs of/fam_c conferred by men, that
the laurels are fiill thading the brow of Mr.
Tytler, while the original proprietor is almoft
forgotten. Itisa juftice due to the memo-
ries of illuftrious mafters, not to let their
names be loft in the fucceeding fplendour of

their fcholars, when a large fhare of that

{plendour is derived from the mafters them-
felves.
In this ftate of the controverfy, the nation

continued for many years. The new truths.

were gradually gaining ground. None op-

poled them, Numbers embraced them. And
at laft, in the natural progrefs of conviétion,.

Dr. Stuart appeared about four years ago,
with

B
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with a regular hiftory of Mary’s reign, mo~
delled upon the authority of records, and
therefore vindicating the character of the =
Queen. He even challenged Dr. Robertfon,
as the preceding hiftorian of her reign, to
leave the retreat which he had kept fo long,
to come forward from his covert at laft, and
~ either juftify or retra& his ﬂanders againft
her. ‘This‘was fair, bold, and manly. It
was in the true {pirit of hiftorical gallantry, =
advancing to the refcue of an opprefled Q’ggei;._ o ]
But the Door was too prudent to accept the -
challenge. He had gained his firft honours
in hiftorical * ¢compofition, from that very
hiftory. Thefe indeed had withered on his
head. But he might lofe them entirely, in
attempting to frethen them. The nation
was no longer in that hlgh f’ca!é of fation,
in which it food when he ‘publifhed firft.
And to retra@® what he had faid, could not
be expected from that meafure of generofity,
which ordinarily falls to the fhare of man.

It was the perufal of Dr. Stuart’s fpirited -
and judicious Hiftory in the fecond edition of
it, that put e upon examiping the evi-
dences on which the whole is founded. I had

+ formerly read the controverfy, juft as thou-
© 'Bg . - fands

i -
VT, o
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*tmnﬁent attention to the cited records, and
. witha full convi@ion on the fide of Mary.
”"‘ “But I now refolved to go deeper The refult
‘was, that I quickly faw fome particulars con-’
cemmg the letters, fonnets, and contradls,
o as 1 thought, which had not yet been opened
w1th fuffiient clearnefs, which had not yet
©  been prefled with fufficient v1gour, or had
~ been totally overlooked hitherto.  Thefe
. would ferve, I faw, to vindicate more fully
~ the chara@er of a Queen, to whom the na-
tion owes fo much in reparation, for two
centuries of uhremitted obloquy. .And thefe
~ have been fo fucceflively continued from
~_point to point fince, that they have at laft,
I find, embraced the  whole hiftory and
s evidence of the writings within their ample
- circle.
it Yetin juftice to my own candour I 011§ht
; " to acknowledge, that, in doing this, I have
~ found myfelf compelled at times to avoid the
'._ . ground, which the preceding champions for
. Mary have generally occupied, From a
prudential regard for myfelf, I have been

Fro
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“ fmdﬂ m\!ﬁ meﬂ;mly have read it, with a

@

- careful not to take any that was untenable. ,

. From a more dxgmﬁed refpe@ for fadts, I

E"” : J : havc
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have been upon my guaxd againft thaz gene~
rofity of compaffion for a highly mjured' ‘ii
woman, which is fo apt to fteal over the

{pirits, and to impofe upon the judgment,
of an honeft man, And, while I profefs my- |
felf a warm friend to Mary, I wifh to be
confidered as a much warmer one to the truth

® hiftory in vmtmgi{ and to the cxercxfc
of integrity in life.
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FROM that wonderful event in the human
hiftory, which reafon could never difcover,
and revelation was forced to difclofe ; but which
now appears fo obvious to'the former, that fhe
wongers at her own want of affiftance from the
latter; a fharp edge of ill-will has been fet upon
the mind of man, This fhews itfelf ftrongly in
thofe minute differences and petty diffenfions,
which are perpetually teazing the bofom of do-
meftic happinefs. But it fhews itfelf more ap-
parently to the general eye, in thofe noifyer
quarrels, that are continually affaulting ‘the in-
terelt of kingdoms without, are deftraying the
peace of them within, and filling the page of
hiftory with revolutions,

Such

-
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cég cnei as this in the human
i @-heart e to difplay itfelf very openly in

. that grand revolution of our own ifland, which,
~with a juft triumph of {pirit, we call THE RE-
- vormarion. It would naturally have come
forward in a merely civil diffenfion, in a ftruggle
- for power, in a conteft fot hbcrty,*or in a difpute
about modes of government; in any of thofe

_,'to come forward with a larger
ence, in' fuch a contennon as

o l‘;? ould work, and fermcnt, and
ifc
: vxolcﬂ%? )
It did %o, even in our own kingdom. But it
_was ftil} more violent in ScorLanp. From the
| g"a"f caft of character perhaps, which feems to
hav always prevailed among the' Scotch ; from
greater turbulence of their Nobles certainly ;
ﬁ'om the lower ftate of civility among them';
“and, above, all from the accidental oppolfition of
the crown to the prcvallmgﬁnm ‘of the people;

it fermented into fuch diforders, and it difcharged

‘ thfglf‘ in fuch enormities, as the unthinking and
G vthe unprincipled are always' ready to place to,
~ the difcredit of religion :tfclf But religion was -
i ; only

R

and, "

Jitfelf, " with a vcry cxtraordinary :

opj 'ﬁtxons of,{entlment and collxﬁons of attion, ;..

el



only a partial caufc. J Ll’Eemv gas an ual one. -
And thofe ftrong. feeds of malignity, which now
feem to be nhaturalized to the human foil, were
a much more powerful one than either. -
The old turbulence. of the Scottifh Barons,
which had prcnouﬂy evapornQd in open wars
with Englanﬂ, in private hoftilities upon the
borders, in rebellions agamﬁ the crown, or in
famlly feuds amongft q‘cmfelves, now- affumed
* another form, and now moved in-another direc-
tion. It appeared all at once in the caufe of
religion.. It was fill the fame in its predomi-
‘nating {pirit, and in its general operations. But
it now' bra.m&fhed the fword of Proteftantifm.
And animated as chlt itfelf by a new principle
of power, deriving (as it wcre) a flame of activity
from the very fires of Heaven; it naturally ex-
erted itfelf with a peculiar. energy of violence.
Inighis. ftate of the Scottifh nation, but juft as

it was beginning to brqathe after a hard and
defperate ftruggle, and when it was now hoping
to fettle gradually into the calm. of an effefted
reformation ; . their QuUEEN appcarcd -among
them. The billows were fill heaving from the *
ftorm, The clouds were fill hanging black in.
the fky. And her appearance excited a frefh
tempeft in both, uhgcxcceded thg former, in
its violence, overfet the conftirution for a time,
and wrcck;'d the happmcfs of the @ecn ﬁ:z

€ver. § y ’;“_t\
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: WlTH fuch a fea of cominotions, Mary

i

. may feem at firlt view to have been little
- qualified to contend, either fﬁI nature or
. from education. Young, beautifi

and accom-
plifhed, fhe had alteady fat upon the throne of
France. She there became'the center to a large
circle. She appeared in it with a propriety that
was acknowledged, and with a gracefulnefs that
was applauded, by all. She was the peculiar

‘ornament of one of the politeft courts in Europe.

But her foul was fuperior, even to iuch aﬁm e
of admiration as this. This had charms to gra-
tify the generality of fgmale minds, to the
utmoft éxtent of their withes. Mary’s imbltnon

~ was of a more exalted kind. She withed to ap- &
~pear as a woman of intelle&t, and to ‘b€ con-

fidered as a woman of* tafte. The ftrength of
her talents fitted her well for the one: the
high polifh which had been given them, calcu-
lated her eminently for the other.  She therefore
thone equally in the drawing-room and in the
clofet ; in the neceffary formalities of ftate, and
in the mental intercour(cagof life. And fuper-
added to 41l thefe qualities, fhe had what is
fearcely ever united with them, a mtlvc firmnefs

of ltio!uuon i

‘Her youth, her bcauty, md her gracefulnefs,
her literature, and her royalty, indeed, may feem
to have raifed her to an eminence of efteem and

applaufe
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applaufe in France, at @hich fhe was not pro-

perly fcanned ; and from which fome powers of

mind were attribored” to her, perhaps, that fhe
never pofitfled. Nothing fo much impofes upon
the Ipirits of the feeling and the refined, as
youth, beauty, and gracefulnefs, united with
literary 1mpf5vcmtnﬁ, in a lady. ‘And when
thefe all appear in conjunéion upon a throne,
they are rated highly beyond their worth, and
the world is filled with hyperbolical admirations
of them. "Yet, with every allowance for the

pleafing prejudices of the few in favour of fuch

accomplifhments, and with every deduétion for
the ufeful partialities of the many to the fide of
royalty, fhe was certainly one of the firlt women
of her age. The very ecourtiers of Elizabeth,
in their véry addreffes to their miftrefs, at a time
too when Mary was juft efcaped from an im-

- prifonment for months, under the tyranny of her

own rebels; and when fhe had a&ually fuffered
the horrible indignity of a rarz, from a con-
federacy among them®; even then acknow-

ledged her to havé an equal vivacity of mind and -

body; yet to have that found and fober wifdom,

which is of fo much greater confequence in

life, and quahﬁed -peculiarly a woman

*Iz:notthereader ’th:tthlaﬂ'ﬂudfl&,be-
caufe it is not dwelt upon with fufficient difiné@nefs by hif-
tory, has only grown out of the double meanipg of the word
ravifbing, which in England means ocly a rape, but in Seot-

land is generally cmployed to figuify the e of the
Of’ec bythra{nﬁ:er Z;:efa&utoocm{:::d Iw;_'

{t particularly upon it hmafuer i

-



" hmbea&uated by«‘a&ank a pleafant, and
@epcrous fpirit; “and td* be furnifhed with a
'a’n.dncquucn: addrefs. .« We found hyr in
e hyr anfwers,” thcy fay, “to have ax ELo-
@gnﬂ‘bm}ni, and a Dlscjx'ﬁnr HEAD; and =
it feemeth by hyr doyngs,!that fhe hath
OWTE ' COURAGE, and LIBERALLE HART,
¢ adjoined thereunto.” “They alfo in the fame
~ moments exprefléd  their apprehenfion for the
- confequences, becaufe a number of gentry from

+ all the adjoining counties of England had heard
* < hyr dayly defences and excufes of her inno-

¢ cency, ,.thbq her ‘great accufations’ of her
s cnemws, VERY ELOQUENTLY told by her;’

,pnd becaufe* <¢a body of hyr acvrvrie and
< spyryTe might efcaped foone, ” out. of the
‘windows of her, Englifh prifon.* Acwﬂmgly
'& . «»wc;ﬁnd Elizabeth’s own council ‘at th¢#ime to
- have ¢ feared, left the, who was, as it were,

“gtl;e very piTH and ‘MARROW Of SWEET ELO-
<« quENcE, mightdraw many daily to her part.”f
Gngz, of the courtiers likewife adds in another
L;kr@_cr_,thus, .concerning the vigorous part of her
ei\agra&pr._ % 'I'h:s lady and - prmcefs is a NoT-

"lo

: ﬁnﬂciteﬂﬁ ‘tranflation of ‘*ak!abte work, as I
all alfo do by%.lchanan‘i D&B&ﬁg{iﬂ mmpﬁment to the
- unlearned reader. * But Iaﬂﬁll%bmpare the tranflation

takec Iqthcor?gmél. edit: 1ft. 1615,
'ords arc, « Quod’qhﬁﬂ Suada medulla,” p. 139¢

. - ’ “ TABLE
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% ABLE woman," he fays, « fhe feemeth to regard
“ noceremonious honor; befide the acknowledg-
“ing of hir cftate royal fhe [heweth a difpofi-
““ tion Lo SPEYK Moc“un, 1o bc BOLD, to be
 PLEASANT; and to be VERY FaMmiriar; fhe
«fheweth a gu dcfyre to be avenged of hir -
 enemies ; gc theweth a. rqa:dmcfs 10 EXPONE
 HIRSELF ALL PERRYLLS in hope  of wic-
“ tory ; fhe defyreth moche to hear of hardynefs
« and valiancy, commending by name ﬂlf approv-
“«ed hardy men of hir country, althoghe they be
“¢ bir enemies; and fhe concealeth no cowardnefs, * 4
< evin in bir frends.”’* And hex:vcry rebels them- %
felves, jin their higheft paroxyfms of rage and
calumny againft her, when they had ufurped
all her power, and while they were adtually
keeping sher perfon in confinement, could not :
but confefs; in, the fame paper by which they
refolvglato charge her with adultery and with:
murder; ““ thay MONY GUDE AND EXCELLENT

« g1rrs‘and viRTUES—quharewith God fome-
« times indowit her.”’t Such a conf'éﬂion from i
fuch men, and in fuch mrcum&znccs, is a
ftronger pancgyric in her favour, than all which

all her admirers in Franee cou.hg fpcak concern-

ing her, Yet fhe appeare

from her mrsfortunes' ‘

out the native vigour of ‘her“@md.vqu the na- ~
tive dtgmtyraf her fms. in a W ewma;i, : -;-.; ;333

. e . % "f:‘:?'{;'h“”‘(‘
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- themall. She. was &hemmc in prifon.  And,
;",,5:."3 even when ihc bowed her head under the axe
“of ‘Elizabeth, fhe app&ml with all the look
~and luftre of ‘majefty ; while her tyrannical cou-
iin was mmbhng on her throne of blood.
“From that fcene of adnfiration in France,
-‘hmvcyer, fhe was foon called awgyvby the death
. of her hufband, to her native kingdom in the
- north. She was now to pafs from a fituation of
- elegance and of fplendour, to the very reign of
E ineivility and turbulence. There moft of her
* accomplifhments would be loft. Elegancc of
L raftewwas little known, among the Scotch of that
period.  The graces of literature were little
cultivated, ~ Barbarifm “feems fcarccly to. have
finoothed ' the gatural ruggednefs of its brow,
among - the generality of them. Rchgmn was
_ certainly diftating to all, a petulant rudenefs of
fpeech and condudt. ‘And both wereﬁreﬁing
 hard'upon the heelsof royalty.  She was unhap-
“pily, too, of a different opinion from 'the great
body of her fubjedts, upon that one topic of re-
*ligion, which now a&uated -almoft every heart,
 and directed almoft every tongue, among. them.
~ This was a point, on which honour could never
bend, and by which, of all the poflible motives
inth;: ‘world, the human mind is moft fifily
vff-_;»ﬁmag op‘poﬁnon. Yet Mary | ‘had either mo-
' ""7)";.%’,1:1613 cﬁbugh in her fpirit, .or difcretion
enough ih her underftanding, not to  at-
"W any innovation on the prevailing faith of
proteftantifm. -~ She allowed her fubjects thc full

‘ and free excrcife of their new religion, Sllxe
iy only
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MARY QUEEN OF $COTS. 23
He felt the folicitations of ambition ftirring

within him fo early and fo ftrongly, that before

he was sevenTEEN he entered into 2 corrcfpond- ;
- ence with the court of England, and engaged in
a traitorous confpiracy with it againft his country,
his fovereign, and his family.* Sucha yourb was
fure to be a man uncommonly bufy ‘and factious, ,L‘

He was then a mere ecclefiaftic, hnwevcr, with

the title of the Prior of St. Andrew’s, The
laws of the church, bending too retdxly before

the preflure of the ftate, admitted fuch young
ecclefiaftics then, and {till admx: them in all

the regions of popery. He was fettled in the
church by his royal father, to keep him out of

all fecular employments, and to prevent all

difturbances from his ambition and birth. He
afterwards obtained another priory, that of 'Ptt- ‘
tenweem, in his own country ; and a third, that .
of Mafcon, in France. He hada difpenfation
from the Pope for his baftardy, which unquali-
fied him, as it now uﬁguah&cs, for poflefling

any of the endowments of the church. Hchad ¢ “j]

alfo a bull from the Pope, for holdﬁ:ghu Frcnchf
priory together with his Scotch preferments.
And he took the uﬁ'&i qnth o€ obedwnce to the
Pope.t A W

‘afv

But the powefulél‘ﬂes of a dmnc could ne-

ver have fatisfied nlukmmd reftlefs temper of

his fpirits. . Whatever tbo &muy,of Jamcah

* Goodnll,a.z ;. ;
+Goodau,i.n-4.eney'm‘ iation: fon,
30, and Keith, 75, uﬁ-m&ﬂs s e
3 4 iy R “.“_"fj,‘%';'":’A
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upon our
neceflary.
mtc a necel-

8o ;_xraiibps to
{ubje&s of
gems of po-
hcy,
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s afterwards,
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: aﬂ:M at laft, though fhe Had no iffue at all,
- without fettling who was to focceed her; leav-
“ing the conititutional heirs of tke throne under
the ban of a prohibitory law, fuffering no others
tobﬂlppb‘inted, and refigning ‘up the nation to
a!hﬁe horrors of a civil tar. Thefe, indeed,
the good fenfe of the nation happily prevented.
' With one concurrent voice they broke through
. the prohibitory law. They did what Elizabeth -
% 7£honld have done.’ They called the conftitutional
. heirs to the throne. But Elizabeth muft have
" meant the reverfe of all this. She meant to leave
E2DT st good peop!e” that worft of all political
# calamities to a nation, an nni’cttled”ﬁmceﬂion ;
 fhe muft have forefeen all the nﬁng.evxls ofit, &
 yet (he ftill left it. She leftit as a legacy of mifchief

after her death. - Though coun{'ellcd by her par-

; fpeaﬁdbythe htw' thnt the ﬁ)mser ﬂwu!d {ucoeod to the

+  throne, *in cafeof Elizabéth’s demife without~ any iffue.”

’ Mary altered the limitation thus, ¢ without Law FuL iffue.”
And ‘Elizabeth wouid agree on!y to have it altered thus,

« without Fﬂ'ﬂt\ BY A LAWFUL uUsBAND.” (Guthry’s

- Scotch Hif .mgfz, mgea») 'l'hnrcmaMblem fa&;iwhnch

. WS ug, mumon with it, the firmnefs

o B of Mwﬁ wléq h Elizabeth | purfued her purpofes upon

gl g‘f::ﬁm %ﬁ at firfk to make way for ANy iffue.

ot adhered y to any: by a laviful bufband,

A u\&“ﬂhoﬂﬁdmtﬁehﬂaﬂy bwfgle.hdﬁ:ear'

fuch a law as thi ur ftatute book,b l‘“ymfoftho
M&Mﬁm and of the obfequioufnefs of
the nation in meannefs ; and the law itfelf ftands as a ftrong
mofmumm\gm ;

;e : harncms,

¢






€t graceful. md the moft i im-
efs gf her age v L
ed’ to make Elxzabetl; an encmy to
~a queen, and as @ woman; as
1 by political jealoufies, as ftimulated
nal humours; and as impelled by fe-
anities ; the became at ﬁrﬁ: a pretended
iend to betray her, and fhe. appeared at laft
“an open enemy to deftroy ‘her.  She lavifhed all
- herarrs of deception upon her. - She then foundgy
herfelf {o entangled in the ftrings of her own
' nets, that the could not either retreat or ad-
" wance: and fhe thought herfelf obliged in the
. lend; forthcﬁke of her own &cumy, to termi-
itmatc in defperarion, ‘what fhe had commenced | in
~ jealoufy.—She arraigned a Queen of Scotland
. before a mbunalof rglifh nobles; the thus fer
. an example, infamous in itfelf, pernicious to
- fociery, and peculiarly pernicious and infamous to
~« herown country,of ‘having a fovereign condemned
- to'the block by fubjeéts: fhe urged her meaner
" dependents upon assassiNATING Mary, that fhe
! might not behead her, but the found even their

canfcu:nces mokmg at thc vxllamous intima-
£ B §

* See tlutmety mus paﬂ"age mMelvxll’s Mammrs, which
s fo pregnant Wh memgenge -concerning this under part
of'EuubcthJ radter, p. 49—51. See alfo 6g—y0. And in p.
nnm tondx,apf a ﬁx’ll more retired part of her

we have ;
&1&3 unnoticed. ¢ The queen, my

o meﬂmft "’fly! ﬂdv%‘!w&m&d me to leave matters

oL and cafl in merry purpofes, left other-

“ wxfc I be mndg ﬁt Wg well mﬁn med q“ that
o

“qw«,"mﬁ{ar,ff “W 3#.
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tfon. She then figned the bloody warrant with
her own hand. She could be wantonly Jocular
at doing it. She could pretend fo recall it, when
it had been fent away. She could pretend to lay
the guilt of it upon her fecretary’s head. She
could yet deny to Mary for ever, what was never
denied to the meaneft criminal before, the favour
of having a clergyman of her own communion
to attend her. She could point her perfecution
againft the fou/, as well as the body, of Mary.
And at length fhe ftained her confcience with
oneof the fouleft murders, that the annals of
earth can produce ; then feltherfelf almoft pe-
trified with horror, at the related execution of -
what fhe had commanded ; felt hgrfelf peculiarly
haunted, at the clofe of life, with the frightful
image of the deed which fhe had committed ;

and -killed herfelf at laft ‘with a fullen bravery
of melancholy, the moft extraordinary that is to
be met with in hiftory.* Hear this, all ye who.
are tempted by the folicitations of artifice, to
leave the line of re&u:ude, and to vwhtc the
laws of confcience. Ye will be dreadfully break-
ing in upon your bofom-pmc by the deed.
One enormity is fure to léad you to another.
Ye will feel yourfelves, at the end of all, fur-
rounded with your own’ftrata Cms, encircled with
your own fnares, - a.n,d' bound faft in ‘the very
center of your own deligns A,nd ye will then,
like the wretched Elizabeth jfaney ymnfclves
compelled to cut your way-f gh thﬂﬁ, Wi

g Camden’l‘ranf znand368 Odg 6and*"
VOL. 1. R B By :
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crimes, with horror, and«wx:h damnation attend=

"iﬁsmnm‘r

w.:r,'_‘
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: M QN thd'c ﬂagmous principles, and with this
"‘-fhmlﬁble iffue to them, Elizabeth engaged in
_intrigues againft Mary. She banded with her

ambitious brother. She banded with her fedi-
tious clergy. She furnifhed them with affiftance
fecretly. She lent them her countenance openly.
And, from both, they at length drove their fo-
vereign out of the country. She took refuge in
Elizabeth’s dominions. She thus gave her one

~of the fineft oppértunities, that time had ever

prefented to an heroical mind, of aéting with a
dignified fpirit of honour at the laft. Mary was

Aurely reduced below her envy at prefent. She

had been ravithed by one of her brutal barons.
She had been expofed, as a captive, toall the

“fcorn of her rabble. She had been locked up in a
~ dungeon ' within a lake. She had been there

committed to the care of that very whore, who
wfu t’ne mochcr of hcr baﬂard brother ; who.

i me:my extraordinary melancholy of Elizabeth has

. been attributed, by what I may furely call the injudicioufnefs
of hiftory, to her pardon of Tyrone, to her putting Effex to

death, or to the obferved indifference of her people concern-
ier declining health. * But thefe are reafons apparently of
a nature, for the production of fuch a wonderful

| effelt. A I'have, therefore, referred it to the only inci-
"f‘denwaofu‘*“rdgn, which can be confidered as any way

adcq to it ; and which indeed feems naturally to prepare
M&M;Mﬂmmnw

infulted
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infulted over her with the natural infolence of a
whore’s meannefs, in afferting the legitimacy of
her own baftard, and in maintaining the 1lleg1-
timacy of Mary;* and who even carried t':

natural vulgarity of a whore’s impudence fo far,
as to ftrip her of all her royal ornaments, and to
drefs her up like a mere child of fortune, in

a « courfe broune caffoke.”+ She had even

been accufed of apurTERy to her late huf-
band. She had even been chargcd wuh the
MUrDER of him. And fhe had been thus charged

and accufed, not in the private difcourfes, orthe

private publications, of the rebels; but in full
form, in open parliament, and in the hearing of
all the world. In fuch a fitvation, all the little
jealoufies of the rival will furely melt away in
the compaffions of the woman. Nor can fhe any
longer be afraid of Maty. The dréaded com-
petitor for the crown of England, has now loft
her own ; and now lies (as it were) at her feet;
foluf ting her kindnefs, and imploring her affift-

ance.  Every generous fentiment that ever

harboured in the mind of Elizabeth, will now

be called into life again. Every tender fenfibility

that evep was felt at the heart of Eluubeth will

now be roufcd mto u&rvxtya ugam. ‘Bo;hwxll

catch at. the happy q
feal it down to her !

* Camden’s upﬂwﬂngnr o
Jcbb i pg‘and465.‘ ‘ M
" + Lefley’s.
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.,ages of our annals; and will defcend to pofte-

rity with thefe illuftrious titles, the Friend of

- Order, the Affertor of Juftice, and the Vindica-
~ #r of an Injured Queen.

~ But Elizabeth had no fenfibilities of tendernefs,
‘and no fentiments of generofity. She looked not
forward to the awful verdiét of hiftory. She had
no dread, even for the infinitely more awful doom
of GOD. Regardlefs of her own invitation, re-
gardlefs of her own promifes, regardlefs of every
fan&tion human and divine; fhe flew upon the
unhappy Queen, feized her as a prey, and impri-
foned her as a felon. I blufh as an Englifhman
to_think, that it was an Englifh Queen who
could do this; that it was one of the moft en-
lightened princes, which ever fat upon the throne
of England; and that it was one, whofe name I
was taught to lifp in my infancy, as the honourof
ber fex, and the glory of our ifle.*
Yet fhe did even more than this.. She obliged
the unwilling rebels to come forward with their

~ afferted evidences againft her.’ She forced them

upon pretending to fubftantiate their accufation
of adultery, and to authenticate. their charge of
murder. And, at laft, fhe entered* into a
DiaBoLicAL compacT with them, to receive

. their fpurious. evidences as ‘genuine;, to receive

% How different the cond‘u&oi' Marywoui‘d Rave been, if

+he had ftood in‘the fituation of Elizabeth, and Elizabeth in

hers ; we'may be morally certain from a fli ight ftroke in

fhn: gf m};’l letters to Elizabeth, * fn that you truft me,”
* fays on July 5, 1568, ¢ Zawill not (to die for it) deceis

¢ you** Robertfon, ii, 4,.53_. o e i , "’"
o3 . : iy them
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them in fuch a manner, as fhould preclude all
poffibility of detecting their fpurioufnefs; and
to vouch them for genuine by her own autho-
rity : fo to blaft the charaer of Mary with all
the world, for the gratification of her own
paltry revenge ; and thcn to keep her in prifon
for life, or to deliver her up to her rebels,
for the fupport of their fcandalous ufurpation.

Nor let it be fufpeted, that T exaggerate in
faying this. The records of it all are fill in
being. They are indelible monuments of the
infamy of Elizabeth, "and of the innocence of
Mary. And I fhall lay them at full length before
my readers*,

* See particularly Goodall, i. 403—404.  But the cifcum-
ftance of Elizabeth’s invitation and promife is laid open in
its full force, by two papers prefented by Mary’s commif-
fioners to Elizabeth herfelf. Thefe are therefore the beft
vouchers; yet they have never been cited to appear. On
the 16th of December, 1568, one of thofe commiffioners
addrefled Elizabeth thus.. ¢ Mary,” he {uys, came into
England *¢ upon divers ana jfindrie faithful promifes paft
‘¢ befoir betwixt zour,[your] Hienes and hir, and confirmit

“ be awritingis and taikinis laitlie fent betwix zour Majeftic

““and hir; and laff of all, as zowr Majeflic has knawin, be
¢ Beton.” (Goodall ii. 265) And thefaneoomnjﬁmet the
very next day, (fee errata prefixed to ibid. v. i. and introd. p.7)
addrefled Elizabeth again, with reminding her of the ¢ findrie
“ promifes of friendfhip, amitie, and mutual affiftance, affirmit
““be tokenis and writingis ; and laff of all, be rg refaving the ring
*“ again fra Beton, immediately efter hir delivering furth of

¢ Lochlevin [her prifon], gubilks zour. Majﬂ&e had geven and

“ interchangit as a pkdge of amitie. aM gmﬁ‘ of help to

 uthers [ucb ot7:¢r] i e, qulk Ql' “‘M’“ ﬁdd

e n-qmrt gibid, i, 384, i
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FCHAPTER "I

§ 1 ' {

ARY was one of thofe chara&crs, whxch
- AVAR we meet with wery feldom in the world;
@« - and which, whenever they appear, are applauded

“for their generofity by a few, and condemned for
their fimplicity by the many. They have an eafy
affiance of foul, which loves to repofe confi-
dence, even when confidence is weaknefs. They
* + thus go on, ftill confiding, and ftill confounded;
unable to check the current of affiance that
runs ftrong in their bofomns, and fufféring them-
felves to be driven before it in their a&ions.
And all the firft half of their lives forms one
continued tiffue of confidences improperiy
‘placed, and of perfidies natural to be expected.
 Such a perfon was Mary! She once had her
-\nbaﬁard brother and his adherents under her
feet; but too eafily forgave them. ' She once
~had all her other rebels under the harrows of the
aw; but too readily releafed them. The for-
‘mer rofe in rebellion, and were defeated. The
lactter murdered her foreign fecretary in her
- prefence, apd even imprifoned her own per-
~fon in her palace; and yet were overpowered
by éhe. managemcnt of the ’wecn, ‘and the
‘ ﬁdchty of her peers. - And fhe not only allowed

them

§
F
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them to return home from their banithment ;
but reftored them to their eftates, reftored them
to their honours, and even reftored them to
their pofts about her court. She thus enabled
them to repeat their rebellions, with equal
power and with improved experience. In fo
doing, the was certainly guilty of great folly,
Yet fhe did even more than this. She afterwards
took the 'veréal affurances of the very fanvg men
in rebellion ; who, 10 be rebels at firft, muft have
previoufly broken thrqugh the ftrongeft allurances

‘that man can give, even their very oaths ; and

who, to be rebels again, muft have violated every

4

additional obligatien of gratitude and honour. |
But fhe took their words, notwithftanding. . She

relied upon them fo amphcxtly, as to put her per-
fon into their hands. - Then they behaved, juft as
fuch ungrateful, difhonourable, and perjured
wretches were fure to behave. They thruft her
into a pifon. They forced her to refign her

" crown. They nominally placed her fon on the

throne ; and they really fixed thcmfclwwf' :f_"v;t_:: ;
By her affability, her dignity, and her pru-

dence, the won upon the h:msdef% abont
her. By their aid fhe efcaped out of prifon.

She efcaped too at a critical period, when the

villains that detained her in prifon, were medi-
tating their grand. 'nf murder againft w .

Fe b M 5 v;,, m‘r"
* Ander{on. v, md.
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ch!he was ftill the fame in" this point.  Her
late experience, very fevere as it wasy had not
cured this original milkinefs of her mind.  She
was ftill credulous in the honefty of man-

' kind, and ftill confident of the .fincerity of

others. She raifed an army in an inftant. She
was defeated, however. 'And fhe again repeated

~ the nearly fatal firoke of confidence before. *She
" flew from the perfidies;of her rebels: Jhe threw

herfelf upon the perfidies of Elizaberh. She found
Flizabeth even more perfidious than they. And
from this exertion of abufed confidence, fhe could
never recover herfelf afterwards. Nor let her be
topfrecly cenfured for all.  Tn the prefent con-
on of things, whers the original dignity of
Han isdn a perpetual confli with the introduced
?;arlt of meannefs, that affection of the heart,
which does it moft credit, in reality, becomes-its
greateft reproach in the eyes of the many. A
generous confidence in the wvirtue of others, is
the mark of a foul, confcious of the energy of
virtue in itfelf, buoyed up by its own vigour
within, and not yet drawn down by the attrac-
tion of earth below.  Mary’s was of this kind.
Time, if time had been allowed her, would have
forced her to learn the neceflary wifdom of the
world. The great multitude of mankind learn
it, without the aid of time. They look-into their
own hearts, and read it there. They have no ftub-
bomnefs of virtue to fubdue; they have no for-
wardnefs of honour to reftrain. Mary had. She
was cait ina much fuperior mould And lhedxed

at s
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at laft a martyr, to the fincerity of virtue in her-
felf, and to a reliance upon it in others.

She took refuge in England on the 16th of
May, 1568, being little more than TwENTY-
Five years old.  On the 22d of June following,
the baftard brother, now Earl of Murray and |
régent of Scotland, addreffed ‘himfelf to Eliza- 4?

. |

beth’s agentat Edinburgh in thefe terms? < Be- "~ .
¢ caufe we, perfave the trial,” he faid, « q#bifi i
“ the .dems Majeftie” of England < is myndit "
¢ bave taken, is to be ufit with grit ceremonye
¢ and foleraniteis, we wald be maift laith [moft
< Joth] to enter in accufatioun of the Quene,
<« moder of the kmg our foverane, and fyne
« [afterwards] to enter into qualification with
¢ hir; for all men may judge how dangerous
<« and prejudjcial that fuld be. Alwayis, in cais
¢¢ the Quenis Majeftie wiLL HAVE the Accusa-
‘“ TION DIRECTLIE TO PROCEID,it were maift ref-
¢« fonabill we underftude qubat we fuld luke to
< follow thairupon, in cais we preive all that we
¢ alledge ; utherwayis we fal be als [as] incer-
¢ tane efter the caus concludit as we are pre-
« fentlie [at prefent] And thar;fmr we pray zow
¢ [you] require hir Hienes in this point to refolve
«us,”* Murray wanted nor.to bring forward
the accufation of Mary. He was already in pof-
feflion of the regency. He could not be in pof-
feflion of mere, even ;ﬁc he fucceedesl in thc ac-

» Appendix, No. III at t.hc cndafvol 2d, Mr. Goodall
in dimface, p- x. by miftake calls it ¢ Murray’s note to Mid-
* dlemore, the eighth of June,” which is the date of Eliza-
keth’s letter to Murray. Goodall, iis 73

cufation
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Te might not fucceed. He knew well
nels of his. proofs. e was there-
rally full of appfehenfions, concern-
ent. But Elizabeth would’ have the
n to proceed.. And he was {chemipg
+to make a formal agreement 'with her,
‘before he ventured to produce his evidences. He
w the eagernefs of the Queen to have them
produced. He durft not refufe her. 'l;.bc flighteft
affiftance lent to Mary againft him, would have
overfet him at once from his feat of ufurpation.
Yet he prudently refufed to gratify hgr, before he
had entered into fome ftipulations to his own ad-
vantage. He would be left 'in the regency by
-+ Elizabeth, if he proved his charges; and Mary
_fhould never be aflifted by Elizabeth in difturb-
ing him. i iy
: Thus plainly did Elizabeth urge the unwilling
- Murray, to come forward with a charge of adul-
tery, and with a charge of murder, againft Mary.
Yet at this veiy time, fhe was pretending to
Murray himf{elf, #of to intend to invite any charges
~ againft her; 0t to mean to allow of any faults
in her; and merely to defign a fettlement of all
-, differences between her an&‘n upon reafonable
terms. - So hypocritical was the at the very outfet
of..;h{; bufinefs! Yet the was ftill more fo. At
this very time, when fhe was ftimulating Murray
to accufe Mary, and et telling him fhe did not
want him to accufe her; fhe was even then pref-
fing Mary to agree to a conference with Murray,
in order to give opportunity for introducing the ac-
g ! ; :2 Pt % wjlfm
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making Murray by it to refeore the crown to Mary.
Thefe two falts togerher unite to form fuch an
extreme of hypocrify, and fuch a compi
fivenefs of diffimulation, as is fcarcely to lveu-c-
dited, I therefore proceed to prove them,. :
We have already feen, that *¢ the Qgems Ma-
« jeftie was myndit to have a trial taken” con-
cerning Mary, and that fhe ¢ would bave the
« accufation directlie. to proceid” againft her.
Yet in a fet of objections and anfwers written by
her prime-minifter Cecil pimfelf, and relating
‘to this meflage of Murray’s, < the Quene’s Ma-
« jefty,” it is faid, € never meaneth fo to deale
«¢ in the caufe, as to proceed to any condemna-
¢« tion of the Queen of Scots; but bath a defyre
<< to compound all differences betwixt bir and bir
«« fubjeits, and therein not to allow any faults
¢ that thall appear'to be in the Quene, but by
¢ reafonable and honourable conditions 0 make
« Jome good end, with fufficient fuerty for all par-
“ tyes.” * And at the fame time, as Mary her-
felf informs us,  hir Grace of hir guidnéfs did
« promife to fupport me, and to repone me in my
“ awin realme be hir grace’s forces onlie, quhair
* throw I'mifterit not [1 fhould not trouble my-
“{elf] to require any uther prince for affiftance
““ in my caufis; and, m*bonp theirof, defyrit me
“ ernesTLIE to defift and ceis fra all fuit at the
* king of Spain and wther princes handis for fup-

“ port, qqlnlk dcfyrcl obcylt, puttmg my balll 43

- Goodall, u. 89, g
; ;o cons

MAR !’QU B! ﬂ o ? B ’*' v . ,. ‘
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« confidence, nixt God, in hir Grace’s promifes.”

With fuch a variation of hypocrify. was Eliza-
beth acting at this moment! But having thus
induced Mary to drop all applications to foreign
princes for aid, by a folemn promife of reftor-
ing her to her crown, with her own foldiety;

" fhe then began to falter a little in her promife.

« Then,” fays Mary, “ hir Grace thinking it to
< be mair meit, that all my caufis fould be fet
<« forward be fum gude drefs, rather than be force,
« hir Hienes defyrit me alfwa VERY ERNESTLIE tO
< fuffer hir a fhort fpace to travel with the Erle
«of Murray and his adherents (quba bad fub-
¢ mittit thair baill caufis i handis), to caufe
¢ thame REPAIR THE WRANGIS AND ATTEMPTA-
€€ TIS COMMITTIT AGANIS ME THEIR SOVERANE,
“ and contrair thair alledgeance and dewtie, and

/%€ TO DISIST AND CEIS IN TIMES CUMING, qubair

¢ throw I micht be rREPONIT in my realme, auc-
“ toritie and government thairof, but [without]
“¢ ony impediment, and be her Hienes’s labouris
““ and moyen, rather than be ¥orce of armis; de-
*¢ fyring alfwa, that I wald ufe hir counfal to-
“ ward the wRaNG and OFFENCES committit be
‘thame, how the famin fould be repaIRIT to
“my honour, and my cLEMENCIE BE USIT TO-
 WaARDIS THAME be hir Grace’s ficht.”’#* So ex-
plicit was fhe ftill in her promife of reftoring
Mary to her throne, even when fhe was forming
her plan for keeping her out of it.
L
* Geodall, ii. 338, 339,

Nor
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Nor let any doubt arife upon the mind of my
reader, as to the validity of Mary’s evidence againft
Elizabeth. She muft be the only evidence of what
fhe alone can know, the contents of Elizabeth’s
letters to her. All, indeed, is confirmed by a me-
morial, which her commiffioner, the bifhop of
Rofs, prefented to Elizabeth berfelf. At Mary’s
coming into England, he fays to Elizabeth,
¢« Zour Majeftie caufit hir to be thankfullie reffa-
< vit, and TUIK IN HAND TO DRESS HIR CAUSIS
€ T0 HIR HONOUR AND WEILL, fobeit fcho wald
< Jeive the feiking of ayd and fupport of all
<« uther princes, and flay hirfelf onlie vpon zour
« Hienes, quhilk, u the truft foirfaid, fcho
« willinglie obeyit.”* But, what doubly con-
firms all, Elizabeth  at this very time, fays the
fame bifhop in a treatife afterwards, ¢ did affure
<« the mofte Chriftian kinge of Fraunce,” of
fuccefs in this treaty;  promifinge to doe her
¢« exact diligence, to pi'ocurc THE RESTITUTION
« oF THE Q. OUR SOVEREIGNE TO HER CROWNE
“ AND REALMES, and a goode agreement to be
““ made amongeft her fubjes for the commoun
“ quietnes of the realme.”+ And, to preclude
all poffibility of doubt, Sir Francis Knollys in-
forms Cecil, by a letter of July 28th, 1568, that

my Lord Herries, juft returned from Elizabeth

to Mary, informed the latter in his and Lord
Scroop’s requefted prefence, He was authonzed

by Elizabeth to fay, yf fhe Wold commyt ir e

*Goodall, ii." 384.

t Lefley’s Negotiations, 24, Anderfon, iii. L 'F -
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« caufe to bé heard by hyr Hyghnes ordery—~as~—
« hyr deare coufine and frende,—hyr Hyghnes
¢ WOLDSURELY SETT HYR AGAYNB‘JN'Ht RSEATE
“ OF REGIMENT AND DIGNIFYE REGALL ;” if her
rebels fhould bring any fagsfa&ory reafons for
-their behaviour, « conditionally,” that her re-
bels fhould be pardoned; and, if they did not,
< then her Hyghnes WOLD ABSOLUTELY SETT
€ HYR IN HYR SEAT REGALL.”#* So feemingly
mounted up to the very apex of hypocrify at once,
does Elizabeth here appear! So feemingly does
the firlt ftroke of the pencil complete the picture

_of diffimulation in her! B we fhall fee her pic-
ture heightened with a théufand touches of dif-
fimulation bé&fides; and we fhall fee her mount
infinitely higher on the pinnacle of hypocrify
hereafter. ;

Murray’s overture to Elizabeth is the funda-
mental evidence of all. ' To that overture Eliza-
beth undoubtedly acceded. We have not, in-
deed, her immediate anfwer to it.  An anfwer,
we know, fhe actually returned. <« When their
“ lettres, contayning the doubt before by them
« moved,” fay the commiffioners of Elizabeth

. to Murray and Murray’s affociates a little af-
terwards at York, ‘“were delivered to the Quene’s
¢ Majeftic’s handes, they knew that immediately
* hir Highnes did forthwith depeche {difpatch ber

; * .”"““’f"" iv. n!;art. i. 109—110, In confequence of this
M if "gMaxy: ry with equal propricty and dignity exclaimed

- _alittle before her murder, ¢ Hzc dextra ‘ﬁghemf:mr:‘ﬁf:,

~ "4&8ic nos in feeptra reponis 27’

o i < anfwer
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¢ anfwer tbermnto.’._?‘ This anfwer has been
loft. 'We have, indeed, what is called an anfwer,
in the objections and replies which I have juft
mentioned, as drawn up by Cecil with a view
to this letter of Murray’s.. But, as thofe could
be only the rudiments of an anfwer, fo could they
not be of the real and actual anfwer. They carry
with them the appearance of a paper merely offen-
Jible. Let the reader judge from one of the ob~
jectionsand replies. ¢ Odj. They would be loth
¢ to enter fyrft into an accufation of the Quene,
“ and then after that to enter into a qualifica-
“ tions . Anf. The %e’s Majefty never ment
“ to bave any to come to make any accufation of
< the Queen, but meaning to have fome good end to
<« grow betwixt the Quene and hir fubjedbis, was
‘¢ content to hear any thing which they had to
< fay for themfelves; and if they will come into
<« hir Majefty’s realme, they fhall be heard.”}
This evidently bears fuch an air of hypocrify

upon the face of it, as could never be hoped to
be fuccefsfully impofed upon a Murray. It could
be calculated only for his exhibition of it to fome
of his honc{’tergdhcrcms. _Such a hypocrite as
Murray is never to be taken in by diffimula-
tion, Nor will fuch a hypocrite as Elizabeth
ever attempt to do it. And that it was not the
real anfwer given to Murray, is plain from what
are_equally fausfa&ory to us with the rea! one

* Goodall, ii. u7... f Goodall, ii. 69« *
Tl e B n:fclf M
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itfelf, but which are very different from this
oftenfible one of Cecil’s ; the inftruétions of Eli-
zabeth to her commiffioners afterwards, and a
Jetter of Elizabeth’s to Murray, dated the fame
day with the inftructions.

« Where we hear fay,” fays Elizabeth, on
September the 20th, to Murray, < that certain
« reports are made in fundry parts of Scotland,
« that whatfoever fhould fall out now upon the
« hearing of the Queen of Scotts caufe, in any
« proof to convince (convi&t) or to acquit the
« faid Queen concerning the horrible murder
¢ of her late hufband our coufin, we kave de-
<« termined to reffore he¥vo ber- kingdom and go- .
“ vernmenty we do s0 MUCH MISLIKE HEREOF, as,
€ We €ANNOT INDURE THE SAME 'TO'RECEIVE
¢« ANY cREDIT ; and: therefore we have thought
% good to aflure you, that the fame is UNTRULY
* pEVISED by the authors To oUur DISHONOUR: for
“ as we have been always certified from our faid
« fifter, both by her letters and meflages, that
«¢ fhe is by no means guilty or participant of thac

© ¢« murder, which we with to be true; fo furely
«if fhe fhould be found juftly to be guilty
¢ thereof, 'as hath been reported of her, whereof
¢ we would be very forry; then, indeed, it
«¢ fhould behove us to confider otherwife of her
« caufe, than to fatisfy her defire in reftitution
< of her to the government of that kingdom :
“ and so we would have You AND ALL OTHERs
¢ THINK, that fhould be difpofed to conceive
' “ HONOURABLY
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<t yonouRaBLY of us and our a&ions.”* This
is fufficiently explicit. But let us turn to the
inftructions, which are equally dated on the 20th
of September, in the grand commiffion for the
whole. Thefe do what Elizabeth’s letter does
not. ~ Thefe plainly refer to Murray’s meflage
before. Thefe direétly reply toit. And they run
thus. < If the Earle of Murray and his partie
¢ fhall alledge,” fhe fays, << that although they
«¢ can juftly convince {conviét] the Quene of the
¢« great crimes wherewith fhe hath been bur-
¢ dened, yet they find it not cxpcdicrit fo to do
< upon the doubt they have,that the Quene’s Ma-
s¢ jefty will, notwtﬁtandug any. crime proved
¢ upon her, ' reftore ber to her kmgdom and rule,
<« whereupon they fhould never be free. from her
- < indignation ; and fo they £,]l Say and not pro-
<< cced, without they may kmow her Majeftie’s
¢ purpofe; in cafe the faid Quene fhould be prov-
< ed guilty of her hufband’s murder; it may be
« anfwered by the Quene’s Majeftic’s commif-
s« {ioners, that, if ber Majeftie fball find it to be
< plainly and manifeftly proved, furely her Majeftie
¢ would think hir uNWoORTHY OF A KINGDOM,
¢ and would xor STAYNE HER OWN 'CON-
¢ SCIENCE by RESTORING HER TO A KING-
“ pom.”4 All, therefore, thews us very plainly
the anfwer of Elizabeth to the overture of Mur-
ray, that anfwer whicl fhe retumed, as the

v Bobert{on, i, 387. Edmon 4th.
1- Goodall, ii, 99
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