




T HE eight letter, twelve fonnets, and 
two mat-riag .-contraCts, which eith r 

in their fubfcriptions, in their compofition, or 
in both, have been attributed to the pen of 
the unfortunate Mary, and on which p in­
~ipal1y i~ founded all the llander that has been 
raifed againft her, have been' as lingular in 
their fortune a they are in their nature. 
SufpeCled for' forgeries by ilumbers, at the 
time of their original appearance; and con!. 
demned equally by numb~rs, for certain for-

. geries; they gained by degrees upon the 
good opinion of the public. till they nearly . 
came at laft into the full poffeffion of it. In 
this kind of pre-eminence they continued to 
our own days. They carried a .commanding 
boldnefs in their air and 'manner. And qo-­
thing impofes more' readt1y up~n tht'; eafy 
faith of thew-orId, than tLe bold teftimony of 
a. confident witn.fs. 
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The mofi: important of thefe papers, the 
letters, had however been very ftrongly en­
countered at £lrft by aDefince if Mary's Honotlr, 
which was pub1iihed by her worthy adherent, 
Lefley, bHhop of Rofs, and which was at 
once lively, convincing, and pointed. But 
this was inft~ntly fuppreffed by the violence 
of ~een Elizabeth. No vindication of Mary 
~as fufl"ered to appear. . Many were publilh­
ed on the continent; yet none of them durft 
yenture upon Englilh ground. And at the 
lathe tIme the Detection of Mary's Doings by 
Bucbanan, that daring effort of fabricated 
calumn , . in which the principal of the 
two contraCls, all the [onnets, and all the 
lett~rs were otiginally publiilied, r ceived 
~,jery recon11I!endatiori that could be lent it 
by authori • It was prefented in form to 
Elizabeth herfel£ It was circulated with in­
dufiry by her minift,crs. ~ In that period of 
our gO'lernm t, fuch artifices of tyranny 
... 'otild carry a peculiar efficacy with them. 

hey could dot fail of fuccefs. The reputa­
tion,of l\1ary was affaulted on every fide, in 
yigor'\ju aoo artful appeals to the public. She 
was debarred from all counter apPeals in her 
eW"n defen!:e. From the' lnalicious partiality 
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f mahkind to ilander, the en rgy of a 'in­
dica.tion is no ways equal to the force of an 
accufation. vVhat dieh muft be the fore of 
the on, hen the other is 110t permitted t 
-accompany i; hen tIus i fuppreffed, at d 
that is fupported, by all the e "ertions of au­
·thority .in th~ government, :lod by all the 
habits of obedience in .the p pIe? The con­
fequence was very natllra]. The fonnets, c l~­

tracts, and letters were receiv d as auth ntic 
teftimonies of Mary's guilt. The opinion of 
the public became fixed upon the point. And 
a {lander, that has OOce got poffeffion of the 
general faith, i the moil: difficult of all pre­
judices to be removed.. 

But in 1754 a wonderful revolution beg~n 
to take place in the hiftary of there eftablifhed 
evidences. Mr. Good ., keeper of the Ad­
vocate's library at Edinburgh, ftepped ·for­
ward, with a courage that feemed· to border 
upon rafhnefs, 'in otder to prove them mere 
forgeries, and to difabufe the deceiv:ed pub­
lic. He was a man very cdnve.nant with 
record. He was, therefore, in the habit of 
referring affertions to authorities:' !:Ie was alf~ 
aCtuated perhaps by a {pirit of patty, as a 
party had been then formed in the nation 

B z concerning 
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concern' ng the point. Somet ing more vi ... 
gorous than the abfiracted love of truth, i 
generally requifite to every arduous under­
taking. But, whatever were h'5 motives, 
hi enterprize was honourable and his exe­
cution powerful. He entered into an exami­
nation of the papers with confiderable fph-it. 
I-Ie went through it with confiderable addrefs. 
He eve proved the letters to be forgeries in 
fo clear a manner, that one is afionHhed it 
had never been done before. 'l'his {hews, 
indeed, the little attention which had been 
paid to the fubject, in e to fubfiantiate, or 
in zeal to defiroy, the fundamental credit of 
the ;-vhole. And that forms one of thofe gran4 
difcoveries, which mufi neceifarily be very 
rare in the ijtory of any nation, and there­
fore reflect a: peculiar honour upon the indi­
vidual who makes them. 

Yet fuch w~s the factious credulity then 
prevailing ge erally in the ifland, that this 
work, one of the moft original and convinc­
ing which ever were publiilied, made its 
way vcry flowly among us. Even fome of 
our firh:-r~te'· writers prefumed to fet them­
felves againft it. Dr. ober~on, a difciple of 
tlle old fcho01 of flander, wrote a formal dif-

fertation 
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ertation 1n oppofition to it. Even Mr. Huine, '. 
who in hiflory had learned to thihk more 
liberally than the Doctor, in f.orne incid ntal 
notes to lis Hiftory of England frill profef­
fed, and defended, his adherence to the an­
cient error. And the nation' {food fuf­
pended between the authority of great 
names, 'and the pr judices of " th . million," 
upon one fide; and a new name, 1 w argu- , 
ments, and dernonftration, on the oth r. 
Then Mr. Tytler arofe. He generally teok 
the fame ground which Mr. Gooda had 
taken before him .• lIe generally ma~e ufe 
of his weapons. He brightened up fome. 
He ftrengthened others. With both and 
with his own, he drove the eI1:e out of the, 
field. Dr. Robertfon quitted 't direa:ly~ 

Mr. Hume rallied, after a 10D int rval of 
.:leven or t elve years. , He rallied with a 
ieeming ferocity of fpirit, and with a real 
imbecillity of exertion. H, who never re­
plied to an adverfary before,' now replied to 
Mr. Tytler in a note to a n'ew edition of hi 
hifrory. He laid himfelf out there, in re­
proaches againft Mr. Tytl !, aua ~n 'vindica­
tions of himfel . But he touched upon the 
caufe of Mary, in a £Ingle point only. AJ1d 

B 3 hi~ 



P II E F ACE. 

his . efforts of proving in all were flight i 
their aim, and feeble in their operation. 
Mr. Tytler, however, very properly ad.­
-vanced upon him again, in a poftfcript to a 
new editio'n of his own work. And Mr . 
. Hume retired finally with Dr. Robertfon. 
Mr. Tytler defervedly gained great honour 
by the conteft. His work is candid, argu­
mentative, acute, anp ingenious. Only his 
fuccefs feems to have injured his maner's re­
putation. The glory was in no fmaH mea­
(ure Mr. Goodall's' o~n. Yet fuch is the 
capriciqufnefs o(fame conferred by men, that 
the hmrels are ftill {hading the brow of Mr. 
T ytler, while the original proprietor is almoft 
forgotten. It is a juftice due to the me'mo­
d s of illuftrious. millers, not to le/ their 
names he loft in the fucceeding fplendour bf 
their fchoiars, when a larg~ {h~re ' of that " 
fplendour is derived from the mafters them­
felves. 

In this ftate"of the c~~troverfy, the nation 
continued for many years. The nrw truths , 
were gradualL~ gaining ground. None op­
p'ofed them; Numberp embraced them. And 
at laft, in the natural progrefs of con viClion, . 
Dr. Stuart appeared about fOllr years ago, 

with 



p E F ACE. •• \Ill 

with !l. tegular ,hiftory of MaJY's reign, mo­
delled upon the authority of recorns, and 
th~refore vindicating the character of the 
~een. He even challenged Dr. Robertfon1 

as the prece(ling :p\ftorian of her t ign, to' 
leave the retreat which he had kept fQ long, 
to come forward from his covert at laft, and 
either ju1Hfy or retract his {lander 'lgainft 
-her. This was fair, bol , and ~anly. It 
was in the true fpirit of hiftorical gallantry, 
advan.cing to the refcue of ap. oppreffeq u en. 
But the Doctor was too prudent to accevt the 
challenge. He had gained his £lrft honour 
in hiftorical I compofi.tioQ, fr<?m that very 
hiftory. The~e indeed had withered on his 
head. But he might lofe them entirely, in 
attempting to freilie,n. them. The nation 
was no longer in that high ftatc of faction, 
in which it frood when he publHhed £lrft. 
And to retract what he had faid, could not 
be expected from that meafure of generofity, 
which ordinarily falls to the fuare of man. 

It~ was the perufal of Dr. Stuart' fpirited 
and judidou Hiftory in the fecond edition f 
it, that put ine .upon xamip.ing the evi­
dences on which the whole Ib founded. I had 

. formerly read the controverfy, juft as thou-
R 4 fatld~ 
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fands 1l1uft nei:effarily have read it, 'with a 
tranfient attention to the cited records, and 
with a full conviaion on the fide of Mary • 

• But I now refolved to go deeper. The refuIt 
was, that I quiC;kly faw fome particulars con-' 
cerning the letters, fonnets, and con~ratts, 

as I thought, which had not yet been opened 
with fufficient clcarnefs, which had not yet 
been pre£fed with fuffic' ent vigour, or had 
been totally overlooked hitherto. Thef~ 

would ferve, I faw, to vindicate more fully 
the chru:aaer of a ~een, to wp.om the na­
tion owes fa much in reparp.tion, for two 
centuri~s of u remitted obloquy. . And therf' 
have been fo fucceffively continued from 
point to point fince, that they have at !aft, 
I find, ~mbraced tHe whole hifrory and 
evidence of the writings within their ample 
circle. 

Yet in juftice to my own candour I ought 
to acknowledge, that, in doing this, I have 
found myfelf compelled at times to avoid the 
ground, which the preceding champions for 
Mary have ,generally occupied. From a 
prudential ·regard for myfelf, I have been 
careful tiot to take any th:).t was untenable •. 
,From a more dignifie9 refpeCt for faas, I 

have 
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have tleen upon my guard againft th t gene­
rofity of compaffion for a highly injur d 
woman, which is fo apt to fteal over the 
fpirits, and to impoI; upon the judgment, 
of an honeft man. And, while I profefs my­
felf a warm friend to Mary, I willi to be 
confideied as a much warmer one to the truth 
of hiftory in writincr and 0 the exercif~ 
of integrity in life. 

I • MAR Y 
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§ I. 

FRO M that wonderful event in the human 
hiftory, which: reafon could never difcover, 

and revelation was fprced to difc1ofe; but which 
now appears fo obvious to ' the former, that file 
wonders at her own want of affiftance from the 
latter; a fuarp edge of ill-w'ill has been fet upon 
-the mind of man. This £hews itfelf ftrongly in 
thofe minute differences and petty diffenfions) 
which are perpetually teazing the bofom of do: 
meftic . happinefs. But it filews itfelf more ap­
parently to the general eye, in .thofe noifyer 
quarrels, that are continually ffaulti·ng · the in­
tereft of kingdoms without, are deftrQying the 
peace of them within, and filling the page of 
hiftory with revolutions. 

Suoo 
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Such!n evil tendency as this in the h man 
heart as ure to difplay itfe!f very openly in 
that grand revolution of our own iiland, which, 
with a juft triumph of [pirit, ,we call THE RE­

FORMA TfON . It. would naturally have come 
forward it) a merely civil diffenfion, in a ftruggle 
for power, in a conteft for lib rry, or in a difpute 
about modes of government j in llny' of thofe 
~EPofitiong of fi ntiment and collifions of action, 
whic.? have: 10 frequently agitated our country. 
But II? was fure to come forward with a larger 
po~ioi\l of vehe ence, in .fueh a contention as 
that. 7here religion united with polit and.­
the highe1'l- inter fts' of Heaven combineo with 
the deareft ~concerns earth, to call out all the 
pamons of the fi I, to le~ a double force to the 
good in th1m, an . to give a double vigour to 
the bad. ~nd, in luch a fituation, this ;nfufed 
vi'rus of th¢, heart QuId work, and ferment, and 
difcharge itfelf with a very extraordinary 
vio1en~e·1 
. It dlq,to, even in our own kingdom. But it 
was' ftilA more violent in SCOTLAN~. From the 
gravej caft of charaeter perhaps, which [eelUs to 
~lav<Yah ays prevailed among the Scotch; frOin 
)lrE greater turbulence of their Nobles certaInly; 

. '/from the low~r ftate of Civility among them; 
and, above ,ail, from ~he accidental oppofition of 
the crown to the prevailingfpil'it of the people; 
it fermt"nted il'tto fuch diforders, and it ,difcharged 
itrelf in fuch ~nonnities) as the unthinking and 
the unprincipled are always ready to place to. 
the difcrcdit of religion itfelf. But r.eligion was 

only 
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only a partial cauii. Liberty as an equal one. 
Alid thofe ftron'g feeds of mali oity, which now 
[eern to be naturalized to the human oil, wer 
a much mare powerful one than ith r. 

The old turbulence of the Scottifh Barons, 
wpich had preyiouOy evaporated in open wars 
with England, in private ~oftilities upon the 
borders, in rebellions againft the crown, or iti 

'family-feuds amongft them~ Ives~ now a1rumed 
another form, and now moved in another dir c­
tion. It appeared all at ont:e in the caufe of 
religion. It was frill the fame in its predomi­
'nating fpirit, and in its general operation. But 
it now' braridifued the fword of Proteftantifm. 
And anim~ted as it felt itfelf by a new principle 
of power, deriving (as it were) a flame of activity 
from the very fire of Heaven; it naturalJy ex­
erted itfe1f with a peculiar energy of violence. 

In this ftate of the ScottiIh nation, but juft as 
it was beg.inl)ing to br~athc after a hard and 
defperate ftruggle, and wI en it was now hoping 
to fettle gradually into the calm of an ff'efted 
reformation; their Q.£EEN appeared among 
them. The billows were ftill heaving from the 
fiorm. The clouds were frill hangir1g black in 
the fky. And her appearance excited a freOl 
tempeft in both, th exceeded th former, in 
its violence, over~t the conftitution for a time, 
anq wreck~d the happinefs of the ~een for 
ver. 
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§ II. 

WITH ruch a fea of commotions, MARY 

may feem at firft view to hate been little 
qualified to contehd, either h·o nature or 

. from education. Yotmg, beautiful, and accom­
plifbed, fhe had aIteady fat upon the throne of 
France. he there became'the center to a large 
circle. She appeared in it with a propriety that 
was acknowledged, and with a gracefulnefs thac 
was applauded, by all. She was the peculiar 

'ornament of one of the politeft courts in Europe. 
But her foul was fuperior, ev-en to [uch a ate 
pf admiration as this. This had charms to gra­
tify the generality of f~male minds, to the 
utmoft extent of their wifhes. Mary's ambition 
was of a more exalted kind. She wifhed to ap­
pear ,as a woman of intellecr, and to con­
fidered as a woman of' tafre. The ftrength of. 
her talents fitted her well for the one: the 
high polifh which had been given them, calcu­
lated, her eminently for the other. She therefore 
fhone equally in the drawing~room and in the 
clofet i in the neceffary formalities of ftate, and 
in the mental intercoo.r~ f life. And fuper­
added to :ill thefe qualities, £he had what is 
fcarcely ever united with them, a n dve firmnefs 
of re1olution. 

Her youth, her beauty, and her gracefuinefs, 
her literature, and her roy a ty, indeed, may feern 
to have aifed her to an eminence of efteem an 

applaufe 
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applaufe in France, at "'hich fue was not pro­
perly r{;anned j and from which fome powers Qf 
mind were attribute to her, perhaps, that fhe 
never pofiHfed. Nothing fo ll1uch impofi s upon 
the fplrits of the feeling and the refined, as 
youth, beauty, and gracefulnefs, 'united ith 
literary improvements, in a lady. And when 
thefe all appear in conjuna~on upon a throne, 
they are rated highly o.eyond their worth, and 
the world is filled with hyperbolical admirations 
of them. ' Yet, with every allowance for the 
pleafing prt:iudices of the few in fa our of fuch . 
accotnpliihmems, and with every deduttiort for 
the ufe-fu} pltrtialities of the many to the fIde of 
royalty, fue was certain 1y one of thf': lirIt women 
of her age. The very courtiers of Elizabeth; 
in their very addreffes to their miftrers, at a time 
tiOO when Mary was juft efcapcd from an im~ 

. prifonment for months, under the tyranny of her 
own ·rebels j and when .!he had a&ually [uffered 
the horribl~ indignity of a RAPE, from a con­
federacy among them· j even then acknow­
ledged her to have an equal vivacity of mind and 
body j yet to have that fbund and fober wifdom, 
w ich is of fo much greater confequence in 
life, and qualified h be peculiarly a woman 

'It Let not the reader fufpect, that this afi"crted faa, be­
caufe it is not dwelt upoo with fufticient di~&eis by hif­
tory, has only grown out of the dt)uble meanivg of the word 
ra'TJijhillg, which in England means 0.: ya rape, but in Scot­
land is gent:rally emplpyed to fignify th jdZltrt of the 

lecn by the ravifuer. Tbe fact is too certain, and 11ba11 
in it particularly upon it h~reafter. 

of 
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of bufiners; to poffefs Ifo a large !hare of cou­
rage; to b~ a8..uated by a fran-k, a pleafant> and 
a generous fpirit j and t be furnilhed with , a 
free and eloquent addrefs. ""\"tif e found hyr in , ' 

(C hyr anfwers," they fay, cc to have AN tLO-

cc QYENT TONGUE, and a DISCREET HEAD; and 
cc it feemeth by hyr doyngs, t at !he hath 
cc STOWTE COURAGE, and LIBERALLE HART, 

(C adjoined thereunto." They alfo in the fame 
moments expreffed t1~eir apprehenfion for the 
con[equences, becaufe a number of gentry from 
all the adjoining coutltles of England had heard 
" hyr day1y defences and excu[es df her inno­
cc d~ncy, with. her ' great accufations' of her 
cc enemies~ VERY ELOQyENTLY told by her ;" 
and becau[e' cc a body of hyr AG YL Y.TIE and 
" Spy R Y TE might efcaped foone," O\lt of the 
windows of her. Englifh prifon.· Accor. ingly 
we find Elizabeth's own council 'at the' ,me to 
have cc feared, left '!he> who was, as it were, 
«( the v ry PITE> and 'MARROW of SW~E1 ELO­

« QYENCE, might dr w many daily to he'r part."t 
One of the courtiers likewife adds in another 
letter thus, concerning the vigorous part of her 
charaCter. cc This lady and princefs ~s a NOT-

* Goodall ii. 71 ana 72.. 
+ arrl9 n's Annals 110, tran ation,. edit. 4th 1688. I cite 

and {hall cite the tranflation of this very va!uable work, as I 
fhall alfo do bytnuchaoan's DeteCtion, in eomplim'ent to the 
more unlearned-reader. But I fuall compare the tranflation 
with the original,every time. And jf there is any real varia· 
tion, I {hall take care to note it. I~ the ,original" e(iit. Ii!:. 1615. 
the ,main words are, "~od q\lafi SU;ldoe medulla," p. 131 

c .. TABL£ 
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n ABLE woman," he fays, cc {he feemeth to r gard 
(( no ceremonious honor, befid the acknowledg­
(( ing of I ir eftate royal !be lheweth a difpofi­
"tion to SPEYK MOCHE, to be BOLD, to be 
cc PLEASANT, and to be VER,{ FAMILIAR; {he. 
(( !heweth a gl'eat efyre to be avenged of hir 
(C enemies; the Iheweth a readinefs to EXPO E 

" HIRSELF TO ALL PERR YLLS in hope of vic­
(( tory; !he defyreth moche to hear of hardynefs 
"an valiancy, commt:n ing by name all appro v­
" ed hardy men of hir country, althaghe they be 
<C hi~ enemies; and !he conceal th no cowardnefs, 
(( evin in hir frends."· And her very rebels them­
relves,)n their higheft paroxyfms of rage and 
calumny againft her, when hey had ufurped 
all her power, and while they were actually 
keeping her perion jn confinement, could not 
but confers, in the fame paper by which they 
refolv to charge her with adullery and with 
t1Jurtjer, cc thay MONY CUDE AND EXCELLEN 
" GIFTS (and VIRTUEs-quharewith God forne­
n times indowit her."t Such a confefiion, fiom 
fueh men, and in fueh cireumftances, is a 
ftr nger panegyric in her favour, than all which 
all her admirers in France could fpeak concern­
ing her. Yet Ihe ap eared much greater frill 
from her misfortun s terward. Thefe called' 
out the native vigour of her m· nd, . and the na­
tive dignity of her [piric, in a very ex.traordi. 
nary manner. She rofe eminently .fuperior to 

Anderfon h'. part i. i I. 
OL.l. C 
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them all. She was a heroine in prifon. And, 
even when the bowed her he-.:ld under the axe 
of Elizabeth, fhe appared with all the l~ok 
and luftre of majefty; while her tyrannical cou­
fin was trembling on her throne of blood. 

Frorn that fcene of adnftration in France, 
however, !he was foon called way by the death 
of her hu{band, to her native kingdom in the 
north. She was now to pafs from a fituation of 

. elegance and of fplendour, to the very reign of 
incivility and turbulence. There moft of her 
accO[ lplifilments would be loft. Elegance of 
tafte was littk known, among the Scotch of that 
perio'd. The graces of literature were 1ittle 
cultivated. Barbarifm ' {eems fcarcely to have 
[moothed the atural ruggednefs of its brpw, 
among the gen~rality of them. Religion was 

. certainly diCtating to a1l, a petulant rudenefs of 
fPeech and conduCt. And both wer~ reffi'ng 
hard upon the .heels of royalty. She was unhap­
pily, too, of a different opinion from the great 
body of her [ubjeCts, upon that one topic of re­
ligion, which now aCtuated almoft every heart, 
and direCted almoft every tongue, among them. 
This was a point, on which honour could nev~r 
bend, and by which, of all the pomble motives 
in th~ world, the human mind i~ moO: ftiffiy 
£h'ung in opl><>fition. Yet Mary had either mo­
deration enough in her fpirit, or difcretio 
enough . ih her underftanding, not to at­
tempt any innovation on the prevailing faith of 
proteftantifm. She allo~ed her fubjeCts the full 
and free' exercife of their new religion. ' She 

only 
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only chall nged.the fame indulgence for her own. 
Even rhis could fcarcely be permitted to h I, 

from the fears or from the fcruples of the re­
formers. They had been lo~ in the habit of 
encountering the monfter of popery. They 
had, therefore" wo1k.ed themfelves up into a 
high abhorrence of 1 s nature, and into 3. 

lively dread of its power. Their paffions were 
violently infiam 'd by that. Their imagination 
were perp wally haunted by this. And they 
could not Jet themfelves down to the fober lev 1 
of reafon.-

By this means, the fovereign of a kingdom could. 
hardly be allowed the indulgence, which the al­
Jowed to the lowell: peafant una r her government. 
She could not ufeit withthe fame exemption from 
difturbanc;.es, tht he did. She was affronted in 
I er religion. She was infulted in her worlbip. 
Tbofe '1py priefts, who (according to a Fr ncb 
obfc:rvation of more farcafm than propriety) 
trample upon the aJhes of the ~"aIO~J and ,b, .lEmilii 
fll Rome, t under anoth~r form, and with an op­
ponte religion, were almoR: ready to trample 
upon their Romanized QEeen in Scotland. The 

Lethiogton bimfelf, one of her greateft ~bel. afij:rward. 
writes of her to Cecil himfclf in November 1562, as "a 
" princers fo gmit tIIId 61I1iK", and whoii: pehaviour hath 
.. been ai.way fuch towards a/I her fubjetb, and """Y title in 
.. particular, 'u...,mtltr it is, that mry could be found fo ."gr •• 
"ciOlts as ""Ct to think evil.,~ft lac •• " (Keith 232.) 

t I..a pretrea fortulle. ioulent d'uo pied trat'lqullLc 
Le. tombcaUJ; des CatOOl et la ecndred'Eroilc. 

c z authori 
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awthority of the crown feemed too weak to fupM 
port itfe1f, even againft fudl adverfaries. The 
national rage of reformation had armed them 
with a power, of which we can have little con­
ception in more retded ti~es. ,The zeal of re­
ligion, which burned in their own bofoms, gave 
them a boldnefs, againft whi-h the polifhed ci­
vilities of life formed an ineffeCtual barrier. And 
he natural immodefty of power, when it has 

, been newly acquired, and elpecially when it has 
been jl1ft lodged among the lower orders of life, 
lent them fuch an addition of effrontery, that the 
venerable form of m;ljefty itfelf feemed to fhrink. 
up into inGgnificance before it.* 

Yet this boldnefs and this 'efftonterymight eaGly 
have been re.preffed. A fpirited e;xertion of au­
th~rity would foon have done it. Such adverfa­

c-y ries are fcarcely ever formidabJe, except when 
kings make them fo by their fears. Til crown 
had vigour enough in itfelf, crippled as it had, 
been by the late ftruggles, to have check~d this 
intemperate effufion of zeal, to have kept it 
from overflowing into thefe impe1rtinencies' of 
fedition, and to have confined it within its pro­
per channel. The mil)ifters, who ftepped fo 
promptly forward to remonfl:rate with their 
~een on her religion, to violate duty, and to 

'* Yet Lethington, in the lettel'of November 1562, affures 
us, that" her .l'whaviour" had been " iuch towards thefe that 
" be of tbe [reformed J religion within her own realm, yea 
"nnd the religion itfe1f," that it was'then " a great deal more 
., HlCrtajtJ fince fhe came home, than it was before." (~eith 
234') . 

rMf 14 ~21 ' di ()/~ /0 -,20/0 
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outrage dec ncy, in their addreffes to ' her; if they 
had found themfelves treated with a little of 
that rigour which tbey had provol ed, would 
have flunk away in terror to tll ir refpeCtive pa­
rithes, have been content to fpeak difioyalty 
from their pulpits, and have even funk the rude 
clamours of [edition there, into the fofter and 
more fuitable ton s of devotion. 

A firm hand of difcipline mllft fpe dily have 
effeCted this, if thefe champions of religion had 
'frood o)1ly upon their own ground, nd had been 
fighting only with their own forces. But the 
Scottifu clergy were, what almoft all clergy in 
fuch circumftances will be, only tools and imple­
m ents in the hands of others . . Too rough to be 
infincere, too honeft fa be fufpicious, too unUl-

I 
tared in the world to know it, and too warm 
abou't heaven to be wife concerning earth; 

,they were fllre to be ufed by the faCtious for 
the profecution of factious purpofes} to become 
inftrumental to mifchief which they ne" r de­
figned, and to find themfelves at taft . the unwit­
ting authors of evil" which their worthy hearts 
abhorr.ed. . 

§ III. 

ONE great infelicity of Mary's life was this, 
that !he bad a BROTHER. He was indeed a 
baftard. He was,-therefore, preclud.ed from all 
poffibility of mounting the throne. But he was 
precluded only b la ;rs. Thefe alone created 
'th(! impoffibiliry. And laws might be ro­
verii d by power. He .appears to have been a 

(~ 3 man 
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man of thong and . vigorom parts. They were 
of that kind, however, hich are moft com­
mon in the world, and whil~h fhew themfelves 
more in the weaknefs of others, than in their 
own frrength. His vigour was aft, not intelleCt. 
His parts were a fagacity of genius, which point­
ed oUt all the artifice of infi lioufnefs to him; a 
dexterity of mind, which enabled him to ufe that 
artifice with great [uccefs; and a verfatiIity of 
fpirit, which qualified him for difguifing both 
to the eyes of the world, With only the title 
to diftinCl.ion, which his baftard alliance to the 
crown lent him; with only the Oender poffef­
flo s of a baftard, to communicate power; with 
only the flight conneCtions of a baftard, to 
furnifh inAuence; he raifed h)mfe1f fuperior to 
his fovereign, and he feated himfeJf on her 
throne. He had the addrefs, likewife, to make 
the moft cunning and the moft ambitious of 
his cotemporaries, to be fubfervient to his cun-' 
ning, and minifterial to his ambition; to com­
mit the enormities themfelves, which were ne­
ceffary to bis purpofes; and even to dip the-ir 
hands in murder, that be might enjoy the fove­
relgnty. But he difplayed an addrefs frill greater 
than this. Though he had not one principle of 
religion within him; though he had not even 
one grain of honour in his foul i nd though he 
was guilty of hofe more monftrous crimes, againfl: 
which Gpn has peculiarly denounced damnation; 
yet he was denominated A ,0 0 MAN by the .Re-' 
formers at the time, and he has been conlidered 
as an HONEST MAN by numbers to our own days. 

He 
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He felt the folicitations of ambition ftitring 
within him fo early and fo ftrongly, that before 
he was S.EVENTEEtf he entered into a correfpond-

..... ence with the court of England, and engaged in 
a traitorous confpiracy with it againft his country~ 
his fovereign, and his family.- Such ayouJb as 
fure t(> be a ma" uncommonly bufy and faCtiou s. 
He was then a mere ecclefiaftic, however, with 
the title of the Prior of Sr. Andrew's. The 
Jaws of the church, bending too readily before 
the preffllre of the frate, admitted fuch young 
ecc1efiaftics then, and itm admit them in all 
the regions of popery. He was fetded in the 
church by his royal father, .. to keep him out of 
all fecular employments, and to prevent all 
difturbances from his ambition and birth. He 
afterwards obtained another priory, that of it­
tenweem, in hi~ own country; and a third, that 
of Mafcon, in France. He had a difpenfation 
from the Pope for his baftardy, which unquali­
fied him, as it now unqualifies, for polfeffing 
any of the endowments of the church. He hart 
alfo a bull from the Pope~ for holding his F rench 
priory together with his Scotch preferments. 
And he took the ufU'al oath of obedience to the 
Pope·t 

But the peaceful duties of a divine could ne­
ver have fatisfied the keen and reftlefs temper of 
his fp~rits. Whatever the fagacity of James . 

• Goodall, i. ! %. . 

t Goodall, i. I 52-Ldley'. Negociations in Anderfon, iii: 
30 , and Keith, 75.146 •• md 455. 

C 4 the 
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the Fifth forefaw, and whatever his prudence en­
deavoured to avert, by fhrouding him in a caf-' 
fock, and fixing him in a frall; all was realized: 
The turbulent aetivity of his '[i>n's foul broke 
throuo-h every reftraint. The ch~rchman be-o ! 

came fecularized. The prior was transformed 
into an earl. And the baftard proved eventually 
the curfe of his father's family. His genius 
called him out to thofe fcenes, principally, where 
he might ha.ve a play for his aCliviry in cunning, 
and might give a fcope to hIS turbulence in in­
trigue. He took his ftation on the forbidden 
ground near the throne, His talents for bufinefs 
recommended him (I) the fervid: of it; and his 
ambition kept a fleady eye upon it. The dif­
tra~d {tate of the nation was congenial to a 
fpirit like his. He loved the mazes <?f ·political 
life. He loved to thicken -'the {hades, and to 
entangle the walks, more and more. Hi: loved to 
nand himfelf lIpon an eminence in the centre 
of his own labyrif\ths, to view all about him 
embarraffed by the difficulties which he himfc If 
had made, and to enjoy the difrrefs which he 
himfe1f was occafioning at the moment. He 
loved frill more, and with a more fanguinary cun­
ning, to raife a tempeft around him, co dirett it at 
the heads of thofe who ftood in the way of his 
afpiring thoughts, and to fit all the while feem­
ingly unconcerned in the work. And when the 
Reformation .broke out in all its wildnefs and 
ftrength, he clofed in with it; he put on the 
fanttified air of a Rerormer, he wrapped hlmfe\f ' 
up in the long cloke of puritanifm1 he attached 

all 
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all th popular 1 aders among the clergy to him, 
and he prepared to make them his ufeful fteps to 
the throne. 

§ IV. 

BUT even all this united could not have 
been effeCtual to the ruin of Mary. She met 
with the additional misfortune, of having a cou­
fin and a female upon a n -ighbouring throne. 
England was then governed by ELIZABETll. Her 
charaCter was very different from Mary'S. In all 
the !honger aryd deeper lineaments of the mind, it 
was much fuperior. But it was much inferior alfo, 
in all the ,amiable, the elegant, and the digni­
fied graces of the heart and underftanding. With 
a turn of religion, wl~ich gave her a predile -
tion for proteftantifm, Ole could have ind ced 
herfelf, I fear, either to continue the idolatrous 

.devotion~ of pop"'ry, to adopt the manly fervice 
of the church of England, or to take up the 
wild worOlip of the puritans, jult as the fcale of 
her intereft had ftrongly inclined. The voic~ of 

I her fLlbjects was for the fecond. , She" therefore, 
became a mother to r ligion and the church. 
Yet her regard for ei ther was not fufficient to keep 
her from aCts of opprcffion to the ont':,· and from 
deeds of outrage to the other. She was bufy 
through her whole reign, in robbing the church· 
of its poffeffions, by every petty trick of facri .. 
legious impolition wh~ch £he could plilY upon it, 
and by every bolder exertion of facrilegiol1s au­
thoHty which lhe could make againft it. Her 
private life, too, was ftain d with grofs licentioui-

nefs. 



VINDICATION 01 

· ~cfs. The MAIDiN qyEl!N had many Kallants. 
And her politics were one vaft fy.ftem of chicane 
and wrong, to aU the nations about her. 

She was particularly fond of embarraffiog them 
with diffenfions among themfelves, that ilie 
might be fecure from their attempts upon her. 
This low and ungenerous kind of management, in­
deed, fheltcrs itfelf with the many, who have virtue 
enough to ftartle at an open knavery, under the 
dignified appellation of ntceffity. But let us 

injure our hearts, by impovng upon our 
tftandings. Diihonefty is never necefl'ary . 

.....,.· ... ....,0·'"> ever did, GOD never will, create a necef-
lity for knavery. Man alone does this, and then 
has the impudence to charge his own forgery 
upon GOD. But Elizabeth and her minifrers, I 
doubt not, whatever they might pretend to the 
virtuous body of the nation, triumphed in the 
happy inventivenefs of their fouls for mifchief, 
exulted over their long and laboured trllins of 
mifery, and confidered themfelves as the wife 
and intelligent fpirits of the creation, who fat in 
their orbs, prefided over their elements, and re­
gulated the movements of all with their fingers. 
They knew not, that they were ' thus making 
themfelve.s the very DlEMONS OF VENGEANCE to 
all within the fphere of their activity. They re­
flected not, that hiftory would in time break 
through tqe clouds, in which they had wrapped 
themfelvcs up for their mifchievou3 purpofes, 
and expore them in their fiend-like operations to 
the gaze of men. And while ' the fubjects of 
Elizabeth were applauding the ftratagems of po-

licy, 
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liey, whieh {he was practifing upon the fi tes 
around them; and were enjoying their fuecefs, in 
the tranqU1llityof their own coiJntry, and in the 
diftraCtions of others; t.hey were little aware, that 
the hour was foon to come) when by the juft re· 
tributions of an indignant Providenc!.", thofe 
ftares fhould play back upon 'UI the ftraragems 
which had been practifed upon th~m, filould fo­
ment difturbances among us by the fame arts of 
.unhallowed wifdom, fhould triumph over us 
with;m equal fuecefs from them, and fhould 
help to work us up into all the: frenzy offanaties, 
and into all the infaRity of regicides. May the 
ftrollg and awful retaliation be a leffon of na­
tional wifdom for ages. 
. Elizabeth, however, had fome fpecial grounds 
of animofity againft Mary. The latter had a 
t itle, fuch as it was, tathe throne of the former. 
This was naturally preferred by the prejudices of 
the papift, to the right of Elizabeth herfe1(. 
Mary had even affumed the. arms an appellation 
of ~een of England, when file was queen of 
France. And though fue had forborne to take 
them ever finee file became her own miftrefs ; 
Elizabeth had none of that generofity about her, 
which could forgive. She had been alarmed. She 
was frill alarmed. The papifts continued the claim, 
though Mary had refigned it. She might one 
day fee a formidable competitor for the crown 
in her, fupported by all the popifh faaion in 
the ifiand, and feconded by all the popHh powers 
on the continent. Elizabeth's life W'j.S a life of 

mifchief 
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mifchief nnd ofmIfery; of mifchief to others, in 
the plots which (he was always forming againft 
them; and of mifery to herfelf, in the fears and 
apprehenfions which fhe was always enttrtaining 
of them. She was continually forging fchemes 
of malignity again!.1- lih'em, from fame vifionary 
fears of her own concerning therp. She then 
changed her vlfionary into real fears, from the 
jealoufies which fhe conceived of their retaliat­
ing upon her. And ibe was finally obliged to fa­
brica[~ new fchemes of mifchief againft them, in 
order to prevent or to counteract the defigns, 
which fhe was fure they 'Would form againft her, 
becaufe {he was fenfible they had evt ry right to 

form th m. Thus does Providence puniDl the 
infidious with airy fufpicions at firft, torment 
them with well-grounded jealoufies afterwards, 
~nd curfe them at laft with. the fuccefs of their 
own machinations . 
. But this was Jlot all. In the eyes of both 

p a.pifts and proteftants, Mary had a right of even­
tual fuccefiion to the crown. If Elizabeth ibould 
die without legitimate iifue, by all the prin­
ciples of the conftitution Mary was to fill her 
place. The expeB:ation of this made Mary to 
reIign the other. And, by the hope of this, 
Elizabeth might have managed her completely. 
But that Q.!;leen had a weaknefs, often inciaent 
°to {hong pafflOns and little religion. She viewed 
her fuccdfor as fuch, with an eye of malig­
nity. She could not bear to fee another ready, 
even aftet her death, to fiep Into the vacant 
throne. She, therefore, k~pt the fuc ceffion un-

d~termined 
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determined to the laft. She thus endan!!ered all . ~ 

the happine(s of her kingdom, merely, fot the 
gratification of her humour. She fuffered the 
law of Henry her father, which in a guft of i11-
will, and in a freak of tyranny, had broke through 
the natLJral courfe of defcent, and cut oW the 
race of Scotland from the fu~ffion, ftill to 
remain unrepealed againft them; though !he 
had once had the fame fort of law, and from 
the fame kind of principh" made againft herfelf. 
She was the gmuine daughter of Henry! She car­
ried the impreffion of his mind ftrongly ftamped 
upori hers. She particularly did fo on this occa­
fion. She had her guft! of ill-will. She had her 
freaks of tyranny. She equally facrifi ed the 
grand lines of the conftitutioft to them. She even 
proceeded farther in both, than ever Henry did. 
She had it once eqa8:ed indireCtly, but plainly, 
by a law, that the crown fhould be worn after 
her death by her NATURAL ISSUE; a defignation 
of her offspring, that in its ordinary import com­
prehends equally the fpurious and the ille8iti­
mate, and in its legal acceptation peculiarly 
means the {purious. She even prohibited any of 
her fubjeCts, by the terror of fevere penalties in 
the law, from intimating in any manner or form, 
who was the next heir to the crown after her 
death, except ,it was her NATURAL ISSUE,- She 

even 

Statutes at large, 130
• c. I. f, 2, and Camden Tranf. 

167, and Orig. 205. This \'31 in 1571. But at the treaty, 
.... Hi h was held in '570 between Mary and Elizabeth, it wu 

ipeciJi.ed 
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even died at laft, though (be had no ilfue at all, 
without fettlioo- who was to fucceed her; leav-

.0 

ing the coru1:itutional heirs of d .e throne under 
the ban of a prohibitory law, tuffering no others 
to be appointed, and refigning up the nation to 
all the horrors of a civil ar. T/lefe. indeed, 
the good fenfe of the nation happily prevented. 
With one concurrent voice they broke through 
the prohibitory law. They did what Elizabeth 

. fuould have done. They called the conftitutional 
heirs to the throne. But lizabeth muft have 
meant the reverfe of all this. She meant to leave 
" her good people" that worft of all political 
calamities to a nation, an unfettled "fucceffion ; 
{he muft have forefeen all the rifing evils of it. 
yet the ftill left it. She left it as a legaCy of mifchief 
after her death. Though counfelled by lier par-

fpccifu:d by the latter, that the former {hould fucceed to the 
throne, "in caf~ of Elizabeth's demife without'" ANY iffue." 
Mary altered the limitation thus, U without LAWFUL ifi'ue." 
And Elizabeth would agree only to have it altered thus, 
"without iffue. BY A LAwFur. HUSBAND," (Guthry's 
Scotch HiLL vii, 299, and 368.) This remarkable faCt, which 
\\ as prior to the 'law, thews us, in unicn with it, the fil'mnefs 
of audacity with which Elizabeth punued her purpofes upon 
the fucceflion. She tried at !lrft to make way for AN y ifille. 
She then adhered refolutely to any' hy II lawful h,,}btIn,{, be­
aufe fh. could cure the baftardy by a marriage. And {he at. 
WI: fpoke out with more than her original explicitnefs, fpoke 
out c\'en to her parliament, and had her 1tlltNr.: iffue by name 
rendered capable of fucceeding her. lnd«d, tbe exifieoce of 
fucb a law .s thie upon our ftatllte book, IS a full proof of the 
eft'rontery of Elizabeth in vice; and of the obfequioufnefs of 
the nation in meannefs; a~d tbe Jaw itfelf ftands a$ a iliong 
note of infamy upon both, at prefect. 

liamenth 
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liaments) and entreated by her people, fhe frill 
perfifred in her obftinacy of not afcerFaining the 
fuccellion. Sh~ even did worfe. She prepared the 
way for additional pretenders to the crown, from 
any real or afferted baftards of her own. She thus 
did all !he could 00 in iter life to make England, . 

" A fiage . 
To feed contention in a lingering aCt. 

'And it is therefore the lefs to be wondered at, 
that {he perfecuted a woman, who was her coufin 
by blood and her heir by right, becatife {he was 
her coufinand her heir. 

"But there was ftill another motive, and of as 
hofr il e a nature as any before, and perhaps more 
powerful than any, in the conduCt of Elizabeth to 
Mary. The former could not be content with 
the great fuperiority w~hich {he had over the lat­
ter, in a hardy vigour of underftanding, in a deep 
knowledge of the world, and in the myfterious 
refinelnent$ of policy,. in the firength of her na­
tion, and in the Cplendour of her government. 
She muft arrogate a fuperioritj too, in the-very 
orb in which Mary fuone fo tranfcendently. She 
muH: triumph over her in beauty, in dancing, 
and in drefs; in thofe very accomplifuments, 
wh ich give the fex fl,lch an inBuence upon us, 
but in which we never think of rivalling them. 
Elizabeth was a man in moft other refpech. She 
fhould ha,ve been peculiarly One in this. But the 
womanly part of her pr~dominated .here over 

"the manly. And fue, who could box htr generals 
tl'pon occafion, rotld not bear co be futpaffed 
in ::lccomplilhments purely feminine, by the moil 

hand-
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handfome, th(; moft gracefuJ, and the moft im­
. roved prinrefs of her age.'-

All united ' to make Elizabeth an enemy to 
Mary. As a queen, and as a woman j as 
aCtuated by politica;! jealoufies, as ftimulated 
by perfona! humours; and as impelled by fe· 
male vanities; fhe became at firft a pretended 
friend to betray her, and fhe appe~red at laft 
an open enemy to deftroy her. She lavifhed all 
her ar s of deception upon her. She then foun 
11erfelf fo entangled in the ftrings of her own 
nets, that fhe could not either retreat or ad­
vance: and fhe thought herfelf obliged in the 
end, for the fake of her own fectlrity, to termi­
nate in defpcration, what the had commenced . ~ 
jealoufy.-She arrai~ned a ~een of Scotland· 
before a tribunal of nglifh nobles j fhe thus fet 
an example, infamous in itfelf; pernicious to 
{ocieey, and peculiarly pernicious and infamous to 
her own coulltry,ofhaving a fovereign,condemned 
to the block by fubjeCts: {he urged her meaner 
dependents upon ASSASSINATING Mary, that fhe 

I might not behead her, but fhe found even their 
confciences revolting at the villainous intima-

* See that very curious paffage in Melvill's Memoirs, which 
is fo pre~a~t with intellig nee concerning thi·s under part 
of Eli;cabeth's charaCier, p. 49-51. See alfo 69"-70. And in p. 
49, we have another touch, of a frill more rethed part of her 
charaCier, which haa been equally unnoticed. " The queen, my 
" mi£l- ets," lQys Melvill, "had infrruaed me to leave matters 
" of gravity fometimes, and (aJI in merry fmrpofls, left o~her. 
" wife I fhould be weal';ed .; }he "elng well inJol·med of tbat 
t, 'lueen's rUlturl11 temptr. It 

nets, 
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l ?()n~ She then figned the bloody warrartt with 
her own hand. She could be wantonly jocular 
a't doing it. She could pretend fo recall it, when 
it had been fent away~ She' could pretend to lay 
the guilt of it upon her fecretary's head. She 
could yet deny to Mary for ever, what was , never 
denied to the meaneft criminal before, the favour 
of having a clergyman of her own communion 
to attend her. She could point her perfecution 
againft the foul, as well as the body, of Mary. 
And at length fhe ftained h r confcience with 
one -of the fouleft murders, that the annals of 
earth can: produce; then felt 'herfelf alrn,oft pe­
trified with horror, at the related execution at ' 
what {he had commanded; relt h rfelf peculiarly 
haunted, at the clofe of life, with the frightful 
image of the deed Which fhe had committed; 
and , killed ' her[~lf at laft with a fullen bravery 
of melancholy, the moft extraordinary that is to 
be mtt vv'ith in hiftory." 'Hear this, all ye who. 
a-re tempted ' by the folicitations of artifice, to' 
.leave the line of rectitude, and to VIolate the 
laws ~f confci~nce, Ye will be dreadfully break­
ing in upon your bofom-peace by the deed. 

, One enormity is fure to lead you to another. 
Ye will.feel yourfelves, at the ehd of all, fur­
rounded with your own:ftratagems, encircled with 
your own fnares, and bound faft,in the very 
center of your own defigns. And ye will then, 
like the wretched Elizabeth, faney yourfe1ves 
compelled to cut your ,way through them, with 

'* Camden Tranf, %79 and 368. Orig. 336 and 439' 
VOL. t . D crimes, 
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crimes, with horror, and with damnation attend' .. 
ing upon you.t 

§ v .. 
ON thefe flagitious principles,. and with this 

horrible iffue to them, Elizabeth engaged in 
intrigues againft Mary. She banded with her 
ambitious brother. She banded with her fedi­
tious clergy. She furnifued them with affifrance 
fecredy. She knt them her countenance openly. 
And, from both, they at length drove their fo·· 
vereign out of the country. She took refuge in­
Elizabeth's dominions-. She thus gav.e her one 
of. the fineft :oppertunities, that time had evet 
prefented to an heroical mind, of aB:ing with a 
dignified [pirit of honour at the laft. Mary was, 
fur-ely reduced below her envy at prefent. She 
had been ravillied by one of her brutal barons. 
She had been expofed, as a captive, to all the 

• fcom of her rabble. She had been.locked up in a 
dungeon wi'thin a lake. She had been thete 
committed t{) the calle of that very whore, who. 
was the mot.~er of her baftard brother; who, 

t The very extra~>r<ftnary melancholy of Elizabeth has 
been attributed, by what 1 may furely call the injudicioufuef. 
of hiftory, to her pardon of Tyrone, to her putting Effex to 
death, Or to the obferved indifference of her people concern· 
ing her declining health. But there are reafons aJJp:trently of 
tOO frivolous a nature, for the produffion of fuch a wonderful 
ef£'ett. Ana I 'have, therefore, referred it to the ooly inci­
dent of her reign, which can be confidered as any way 
:Idequate to it; and which indeed feems naturally to 'prepare 
the refltdiog mind, for fuch a drc:.adful ~uoterpart at lafr • • 

in[ulced 
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intuited over her with the natural infolence of a 
whure's meannefs, in afferting the legitimlcy of 
her own ba!l:ard, and in mainta.ining the illegI­
timacy of Mary;· and who even carried t' 
natural vulgarity of a whore's impudence fo far, 
as to ftrip her of all her royal ornaments, and to 
drefs her up like a mere child of fortune, in 
a "courfe broune caffoke." t She had even 
been accufed of Af)ULTERY to her late huf­
band. She had even been charged with the 
MURDER of him. And fhe had been thus (,harged 
and accufed, not in the private difcourfes, or the 
private publications, ~f the rebels; but in full 
form, in open parliament, and in the hearing of 
all the world. In fuch a fituation~ all the little 
jealoufie s of the rival will furely melt away in 
the compaffions of the woman. Nor can {he any, 
longer be afraid of Mary. The dreaded com .. 
petitor for the crown of England, has now loft 
her pwn; anfl now lies (as it were) at her feet, 
foliclting her kindnefs, and imploring her affift­
ance. Every generous fentiment that ever 
harboured in the mind of Elizabeth, will now 
be called into lif<; again. Every tender fenfibjlity 
that ever was felt at the heart of Elizabeth, will 
now be roufed into aaivity again. Both will 
unite their powers. And Elizabeth will eagerly 
catch at. the happy opportunity for glory, will 
feal it down to her honour in all the future 

'* Camden's TraDf. 940 Orig. 117, Crawitrd 49 and 
Jebb, i. 404 aud ... 65' 
. t Loiley'. Dc:feoceof<lt,Mary" Honour, 36. ADdcrbl, i. 

])2. ages 
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ages of our annals; and will defcend to pofte­
rity with there illuftrious tit! s, the Friend of 
Order, the Affertor of J uftice, and the Vindica­
~<)r of ,an Injured ~een. 

But Elizabeth had no fenfibilities of tendernefs, 
and no fentiments of generofity. She looked not 
forward to the awful verdiCl: of hiftory. She had 
no dread, even for the infinitely more awful doom 
of GOD. Regardlefs of her own invitation, re­
gardlefs of her own promifes, regardlefs of every 
fanCl:ion human and divine; lhe flew upon the 
unhappy ~een, feized her as a prey, and impri­
foned her as a felon. I blufu as an Englilhman 
to think, that it was an Engliili ~een who 
could do th1s; t at it was one of the moft en­
lighteneoFinces, which ever fat upon the throne 
of England j and that it was one, whofe name I 
was taught to lifp in my infancy, as the honour of 
l)er [ex, and the glory of our ine." 

Yet lhe did even more than this. She obliged 
the unwilling rebels to come forward with their 
afferted evidences againft her. She forced them 
upon pretending to fubftanti 'ate' their a.ccufation 
of adult ry, and to authenticate their charge of 
murder. And, at laft, fhe entered· into 'a 
DIABOLICAL COMPACT witll them, to recelve 
their fpurious evidences. as genuine i. ~o recelve 

It How diiferent the condUct of r;'Iaty wouJ:d have been, if 
lhe had ftood in "the fituation of Elizabeth, and Elizabeth in 
hers; we ~ay be morally certdin from a flight fuoke ~ 
one of Mary s letters to Elizabeth. "I[n that J~JI trllji mt," 
11Je fuys on July 5. 1'568, "I wiH lI~t (t, tiie fir it)" tiece("'f 
" )'~II." Rob<:rt{on, ii. 453~ 

, • them 
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'them in fuch a manner, as iliould preclude all 
poffibility of deteCting their fpurioufnefs; and 
to vouch them for genuine by her own autho­
rity: fo to hlaft the charaCter of Mary with all 
the world, for the gratification of her own 
paltry revenge; and then to keep her in prifon 
for life, or to deliver her up to her rebels, 
for the fupport of their fcandalotls ufurpation. 

iN or let it be fufpeCl:ed, that I exaggerate in 
faying this. The record., of it all are frill in 
being. They are indelible monuments of the 
infamy of Elizabeth, and of the innocence of 
Mary. And I 1hall lay them at full length before 
my readers· 

-)t " See particularly Goouall, i. 403-404' But the circum. 
1\:ance of Elizabeth's ,invitation and promife is laid open in 
its full force, by two papers prefented by Mary's commif. 
fioners to Elizabeth herftlJ. Thefe are therefore the beil: 
vouchers: yet they have never been cited to appear. On 
the 16th of December, J 568, one of thofe {;ommiffioners 
addreffed Elizabeth thus. "Mary," he fays, came inJ;o 
England .. upon divt:rs ann jind-rie faithful plomifes paft 
" brflir betwixt zour ryour) Hienes and hir, and confinq,it 
" be 'Writillgis and taikinis laitlie fent betwix zour Majefiie 
" and hir; and lajl of all, I1S ZONr MajPjiie has Ima<Win, be 
"Beton." (Goodall ii . .265) And the fame commiffioner, the 
' "ery next day, (fee errata prefixed to ibid. v. i. and introd. P.7) 
addreffed Elizabeth again, with reminding her of the" jindn'e 
" promifes of fricndfuip, amitie, and mutual affifiance, affirmit 
"' be tokcnis and 'Writingis; and laji of all, be rrfaving the ring 
.. , again fra Beton, immediarely efter hir delivering furth of 
., Lochlevin [her prifon], 'luhilks ZIItn· Majdfi>e had gwen and 
"interchangit as a pledge of amitit anti prolllife of help to 
"uth,rs [each other] 1:1utNolJieJ qulienfoever occajioun jtmltl 

"" ,refjllire." (Ibid. ii. 384') 

P3 CHAP 
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CHAPTER 

§ J. 

A R Y was one of thofe charaB:ers, which 
we Ineet with very feldom in the world; 

and wbich, whenever they appear, are applauded 
for their generofity by a few, and condemned ~or 
their fimplicity by the many. They have an eafy 
affiance of foul, which bves to repofe confi­
dence, even when confidence is weaknefs. They 
thus go on. frill confiding, and ftillp;nfounded; 
unable to check the current of affifince that 
runs {hong in their bo[oms, and fuffering th'!m­
felves to be driven before it in their aB:ions. 
And all the firft half of their lives forms one 
continued tiffue of confidences improperly 
placed, amr of perfidies natural to be ~xpeB:ed. 
Such a perfon was Mary! She once had her 
oaftard brother and his adherents under her 
feet; but too eafily forgave thel'l'l., She once 
had all her other rebels under tlle harrows of the 
law j but too readily releafed them. The for­
mer rofe in rebellion, and were defeated. The 
latter murdered her foreign fecretary in her 
pre[ence, a.nd even imprifoned her own per­
ion in her palace; and yc;t were overpowered 
by :he management of the ~een, and the 
ndeh~y of her peers. And Ihe not only allowed 

them 
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thel}:1 to return home from their baniihment i 
but reftored them to their eftates, reftored them 
to their honours, and even reftored them to 
their pofts about her court. She thus enabled 
'them to repeat their rebellions, with equal 
power and with imprcwed experience. In fo 
doing, the was certainly guilty of great folly. 
Yet {he did even more than this. She afterwards 
took the verbal aifuranc of the very (arne mea 
in rebellion; who, to be rebds at firft, muft have 
previoufiy uroken through the ~rongeft affurances 
, tbat man can give, even their very oaths; and 
who, to be rebels again, muft have v!olared every 
additional obligation of gratitude and honour. 
But {he took their words, notwithftanding. She 
:relied !Jpon them [0 implicitly, as to put her per­
fon into their hands. Then they behaved,juft as 
fuch ungrateful, di{honourable, and pe~jurecl. 

wretches were fure to behave. They thruil: her 
.into a ptifon. They forced her to refign her 
.crown. They nominally placed her fon on the 
throne; and they really fixed themfe1ves upon it. 
By her affability, her dignity, and her pru­
dence, the won upon the hearts of thofe abollt' 
h('r. By their aid {he cfcaped out of prifon. 
She efcaped too at a critical period, when the 
villains that detained her in priron, were medi­
tating their grand {hoke of murder again! her. • 

... Anderfon, iv. part. I, 31, " Lor .. qu~ila pardOymt me 
fayre roourir.'" Mal"}'" own letter a kW days afterward ttl 
filizibeth. 

Yet 
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Yet file was frill the '[am in this point. He!' 
late e~perience) very revere as it was, had not! 
cured this original milkinefs of her mind. • She 
was frill credulous in the honef!:y of man­
kind and frill confident of the fincerity of , , 

others. She raifed an army in an itlfrant. Sh~ 
was 'defeated, however. And {he again repeated 
the nearly fatal fi:~oke of confidence before. She 
flew from the perfidies of her rebels: fue threw 
herfelf upon the perfidies of Elizabeth. She found 
Elizabeth even more perfidious, than they. And 
from this exertion of abufed confidence, fhe could 
never recover herfelf afterwards. NQr let her be 
tQO freely cenfured for all. In the prefent con­
i'tiwtiqn 'ot things, where the original dignity of 
man i,sjrl. a perpetual confliCl: with the introduced 
{pirit of meannefs, that affeEtion of tl,le heart, 
which does it mof!: credit, in reaFty, becomes it~ 
greateft reproach in th,e eyes of the many. l\. 
generous confidence in the virtue of others, i~ 
the mark of a foul, confcious of the energy ,of 
virtue in itfelf, buoyed up by its own vigour 
within, and not yet drawn down by the attrac­
ti~1l of earth below. Mary's was qf this, kind. 
Time, if time had been allowed her, woul9, h,av~ 
forced her to learn the necefrary wifdom of th~ 
world . The great multitude of mankind learn 
it, without the aid of time. They look into theil.' 
own hearts, an.d read it there. They have no ftub­
bornnefs of virtue to fllbdue; they have no for­
wardnefs of honour to reftrain. Mary had. She 
W\l~ caf!: in a much fuperior moul~. And the died 

at 
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at laft a martyr, to the fincerity of virtue in her­
felf, and to a reliance upon it in others. 

She took refuge in England on the 16th of 
May, 1568, being little more than TWENTY .. 

nVE years old. On the 22d of June following, 
the baftard brother, now Earl of Murray and 
regent of Scotland, addreffed himfelf to Eliza­
betn's agent at Edinburgh in thefe terms; cc Be­
" cau[e' we perfave the tria)," he faid, "quhilk 
fC the £tumis Majeflie" of England "is myndit to 
fC have ' taken, is to be ufit with grit ceremonye 
, and folernniteis, we wald be rnaift laith [mof!: 

" loth] to enter in accufatioun of the ~ene, 
(C model' of the king our foverane, and fyne 
" [afterwards] to enter into qualification with 
Cf hir; for all men may judge how dangerous 
" and preju . ial that fuld be. Alwayis, in cais 
~C the ~enis Majeftie WILL HAVE the ACCUSA­

" TION DJRECTLIE TO PR.OCEID it were maift ref­
~c fonabill we underftude quhat we fuld luke to 
" follow thairupon, in <:ais we preive all that we 
" all edge ; utherwayis we fal be als [as] il\cer­
" tanl! efter the caus concludit as we are pre­
cc fentlie [at prefent]. And thairfoir we prar zow 
" [you] require hir Hienes in this point to refolve 
" us."· Murray wanted not: . to bring forward 
the accufation of Mary. He was already in pof­
femon of the regency. He could not be in pof­
fdIion of more, eyen if he fucceeded in the ac-

* Appendix, No. III. at the end of vol. zd. Mr. Goodall 
in preface, p. x. by miltake calls it "Murray's note to Mid­
"d1emore, the eighth of June,' · which is the date of Eliza. 

this letter to Murray. Goodall, ii. 73' 

cufation 



cufation. He Jllight not fucceed. He knew well 
the defed:ivenet& of his proofs. He as there­
fore very naturally full of apprehenficns, concern­
ing the event. But Elizabeth woulq have the 
accufation to proceed. And he was icheming 
plainly ' to make a formal agrteme'1 t with her, 
before he velltured to produce his evidences. He 
faw the eagern fs of the ~eC!n to have them 
produced. He durit not refufe her. The flighteft 
affiftance lent to Mary againft him, would have 
overfet him at once from his feat of ufurpation. 
Yet he prudently refufed to gratify b~r, before he 
had entered into fome ftipulations to his own ad­
vantage. He would be left: in the regency by 
Elizabetb, if he proved his charges; and Mary 
fh0111d never be affifted by Elizabeth in difturb- ' 
ing him. 

Thus plainly did Elizabeth urge the unwilling 
Murray, to come forward with a charge of adul­
tery, and with a charge pf murder, againft Mary. 
Yet at this vel y time, {he was pretending tl) 
Murray himfelf, not to intend to invite any charges 
againfr her; 1I0t to mean to allow of any faults 
in her; and merely to defign a [etdement of aU 
differences betwe·en her and im upon reafonable 
terms. So hypocritical was !he at the \rery outfet 
of the bufinefs! Yet fhe was frill more fOe At 
this very time, when {he was ftimulating Murray 
to accufe Mary, and 'yet telling him {he did not 
want him to a.ccu~ her; {he was even then pref­
fini Mary to agree to a conference with Murray, 
in order to give opporltmity lor introducing the ac-

Z cujaliD" 
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tufation, and yet under an exprefs ftipulation of 
making Murray bj it to reflore the crown to Mary. 
Thefe: two faCts together unite to form fuch an 
extreme of hypocrify, and fuch a comprehen­
fivenefs of diffimulation, as is fcarcely to b cre­
dit~d,. I therefore proceed to prove them. 

We have already feen, tha~" the ~enisMa­
fC jeftie was myndit to have a trial taken" con­
cerning Mary, and that fhe cc would have the 
(( accufation direCtlie to proceid" againft her. 
Yet in a fet of objeCtions and, anfwers written by 
her prime-minifter Cecil pimfe1f, and relating 
,to this meffage of Murray's, " the ~ene's Ma­
ce jefty/' it is faid, cC never meaneth fo to deale 
" In the caufe, as to proceed to any condemn!\­
'c tion of the ~een of Scots; but hath a difyre 
cc to compound all differmces betwixt hir and hil' 
cc JubjeBs, and therein not to allow any faults 
cc that thall appear to be in the ~ene, but by 
"reafonable and honourable conditions to make 
cc fome good end, with fufficient fuerty for all par­
te tyes." • And at the fame time, as Mary her­
[elf informs us, "hir Grace of hir guidnefs did 
(( promife to Jupport me, and to repone me in my 
" awin reaZme be hir grace's forces anI ie, quhair 
fC throw tinifterit not [1 fhould not trouble fiy­
ei felf] to require any uther prince for affiftance 
rc in my caufis; and, in hoip theirof, defyrit me 
ct ER NESTLIE to defift and ceis fra all fuit at the 
,e king of Spain and uther princes h ndis for fup­
if POrt j q\lhilk defyre I obeyit, putting my haill 

* Goodall, ii, S9. 
H can .. 
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" confidence, nixt God, in hir Grace's promifes:" 
With fuch a variation of hypocrify was Eliza­
beth aCting at this moment! But having thus 
induced Mary to drop all applications to foreign 
princes for aid, by a folemn promife of refror­
ing her to her crown, with her own foidier}'; 
ihe then began to falter a little in her promife. 
" Then," fays Mary, cc hir Grac~ thinking it to 
(C be mair meit, that all my cauus fould be fet 
cc forward be fum gude drefs, rather than be fora, 
" hir Hienes defyritme alfwa VERY ERNl!STLIE to 
" fuffer hir a fl10rt fpace to travel with the Erle 
" of Murray and his adherents (quha hadJub­
" mittit thair baill cau/is i ir handis , to caure 
cc thame REPAIR THE WRANGIS A~D ATTEMPTA­

cc TIS COMMITTIT AGANIS ME THEIR SOVERANE, 

« and contrair thair alledgeance and dew tie, and 
(( TO DESIST AND CEIS IN TIMES CUMING, quhair 
" throw I micht be REPONIT in my tealme, auc­
cc tori tie and government thairof, but [ without] 
cc ony impediment, and be her Hienes's labouris. 
H and moyen, 'rather than be rorce of armis; de­
"fyring alfwa, that I wald ufe hir counfal to­
ce ward the WRANG and qFFENCES committit be 
cc thame, how the famin foold be REPAIR IT to 
"my honour, and my CLEMENCIE BE us IT TO­

te WARDIS THAME be hir Grace's ficht." "· So ex­
plicit was fhe frill in her promife 0f refroring 
Mary to he~ thro?e, even when 1he was forming 
1 er plan (or keepIng her out of it . 

. :/: Gaoclall, ii. 338, 339' 

Nor 
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Nor let any doubt arife upon the mind of my 
reader, as to the validity of Mary' s evidence againft 
Elizabeth. She mufr be the only evidence of what 
fhe alone can know, the contents of Elizabeth's 
letters to her. All, indeeEl, is confirmed by a me­
morial, which her commiffioner, the bifhop of 
Rofs, prejented to Flizabeth herjelf. At Mary's 
coming into England, he fays to Eliz.abeth, 
" Zour Majefrie caufit hir to be thankfullie relfa­
H vit, and TUIK.IN HAND TO lJR.ESS HIR CAUSIS 
" TO fUR. HONOUR AND WEILL, fobeir fcho wald 
"leive the feiking of ayd and fupport of all 
" uther princes, aFld ay hirfelf onlie upon 20m 

" Hienes, quhilk,. up n the tru!t foirfaid, fcho 
cc willinglie obeyit."· But, whiK doubly con­
firms all, Elizabeth at this very time, fays the 
fame bifhop in a treatife afterwards, "did alfure 
"the mofre Chrifrian kinge of Fraunce," of 
ltlCcefs in this treaty; "promifinge to doe her 
cc exaB: diligence, to procure THE RESTITUTION 
cc OF THE ~ OUR SOVEREIGNE TO HER CROWN£ 
(C AND REALMES, and a goode agreement to be 
cc made amongeft her fubjeB:s for the commOUD 
"quiernes of the realme." t And, to preclude 
all pollibility of doubt, Sir Francis Knollys in­
forms Cecil, by a letter of July 28th, 1568, that 
my Lord Herries, juft returned from Elizabetll 
to Mary, informed the latter in his and Lord 
Scroop's requefted prefence, He was ·authorized 
by Elizabeth to fay, "yf the wold commyt hyr 

of: 'Goodall, ii. 384. 
t Lefley's Negotiations, %-4;. Anderfon, iii. 

f( cauie 

. · 
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cc caufe to be heard by hyr H yghnes order,-as­
cc hyr deare coufine and frende,-hyr Hyghnes 
"WOLDSURELY SETT HYRAGAYNEINFltRSEATE 

" OF REGIMENT AND DIGNI YE REPALL;" if her 
rebels fhould bring any fa isfaCtory reafons for 
their behaviour, (C conditionally," that her re­
bels fhould be pardoned; and, if they did not, 
" then "her Hyghnes WOLD ABSOLUTELY SETT 

(C HYR IN HYR SEAT REGALL." ::~ So feemingly 
mounted up to the very apex of hypocrify at once, 
does Elizabeth here appear! So feemingly does 
he firft {hoke of the pencil complete the picture 

df diffimulation in her! we !hall fee h~r pic­
ture heightened with a thoufand touches of dif­
fimulation b fides; and we fhall fee her mount 
infinitely higher on the pinnacle of hypocrify 
hereafter. . 

Murray's overture to Elizabeth is the funda­
mental evidence of all. To that overture Eliza­
beth undoubtedly ac;ceded. We have not, in­
deed, her imm diate anfwer to it. An anfwer, 
we know, fhe actually returned. cc When their 
Cl lettres, c~ntayning the doubt before by them 
"moved," fay the com~iffioners of Elizabeth 
to Murray and Murray's a!fociates a little af­
terwards at York, (( were delivered to the ~ene's 
cc Majeftie's handes, they knew that immtdiately 
(( hir Highl1es did forthwith depeche (difpatch] her . " 

~ Anderfon, iv. p:lrt. i. I09-IIO. In confequeoce of this 
ife, Mary with equal propriety and dignity exclaimed 

a little Ix!fore her murder, "H:rc datra fidefque ('" and 
U Sic noa in fceptra reponie ?" ' 

"at!/wer . 
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,ii' anJwtr thereJmlq/'· This anfwer has been 
loft. We have~ inaeed, what is called an anfwer, 
in the o,bjeEtions and replies which 1 have juft 
mentioned, as drawn up by Cecil with a view 
to this letter of Murray's. But, as thofe could 
be only the rudiments 'of an an[wer, fo could they 
not be of the real and aCtual anfwer. They' carry 
with them the appearance of a paper merely oftm­
jiUe; Let the reader judge from one of the ob­
jeC1:ions and replies. HOb}. J'hey would be loth 
cc to enter fyrft into an accufation of the ~ene, 
" and then after that to enter into a qualifica­
"tion. An;. The ' e's Majefty never ment 
" to have any 10 com to make "tiny acczyation of 
(C the f2...ueen) but meaning to haveJome good end tD 

" grow betwixt the ~ene and hir fubjecas, was 
"content to hear any thing which they had [0' 

" fay for themfehTes; a1'ld if they will come into 
" hir Majefty's realme, they {hall be heard."t 

This evidently bears fuch an air of hypocrify 
upon the face of it, as could never be hoped t{) 
be ftlceefsfully impofed upon a Murray. It could 
be calculated only for his exhibition of it to fame 
of his honefter~dherents . Such a hypocrite as 
Murray is never to be taken in by diffimula­
tion. Nor will fueh a hypocrite as Elizabeth . 
ever attempt to do it. And that it was not the 
real anfwer given to Murray, is plain from what 

'are . equally fatisfaCtory to us with the' real one 

Goodall, ii. lZ7. t Goodall, ii. 69' 

itfelf ... 
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itfelf, but which are very different from this 
oftenfible one of Cedl's; the inftruCl:ions of.Eli­
zabeth to her commiffioners afterwards, and a 
letter of Elizabeth's to Murray, ,pated the fame 
day with the inftrl,)Cl:ions. . ' r. 

"Where we hear fay," fays Elizabeth, on 
September the 20th, to Murray, ,H that certain 
cc reports are made in fundry parts of Scotland, 
(C that whatfoever fhould fall out now upon the 
cc hearing of the , ~een of Scotts caufe, in any 
«( proof to convince (convict) or to acquit· the 
(( faid ~een concerning the horrible murder 
." of her late hufbarid our coufio, we have de­
H termined to reflore ibe to her· kingdom h-md go- . 
cc ver~ment, we do so MUCH MISLIKE HER£OF, as, 
"we'J(:ANNoT INDURE THE SAME TO RECE'IVE 
cc A~Y CREDIT; and: therefore we have thought 
(C good to affure you, ~t the fame is UNTRULY 
(C DEVISED by the amhors TO OUR DISHONOUR: for 
~c as we have been always 'certified from our faid 
C'c fifter, both by her letters and mdfageB, that 
cc fhe is by no means guilty 'or participant of that 
cc murder, which we wifh to be true; fo furely 
cc if 1he 1hould be found juft1r to be 'gullty 
cc thereof, as hath b~en r.eported of her, whereof 
cc we would be very fony; then, indeed, it 
" fbouid behove us to confider otherwife of her 
ct caufe, than to fatisfy her defire in reftitution 
cc of hel: to' the &ovu'nment of that kingdom: 
" and so we would have YOU AND ALL OTHERS 
~c THINK, that fbould be difpofed to conceive 

" HONOURABL Y 
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<t HONOURABLY of tIs and our aCtions."· This 
is 'fufficiently explicit. But let us turn to the 
inflruCtions, which are equally dated on the 20th 
of Septeglber, in the grand commiffion for the 
whole. Thefe do what Elizabeth's letter does 
not. Thefe plainly refer to Murray's nleifag 
before. Thefe direCtly reply to it. And they rUIl 
thus. cc If the Earle of Murray and his partie 
(( 1hall al1edge," !he fays, "that although they 
cc can juftly convinc\! [ conviCt] the ~ene of the 
H,great crimes wherc:wit4 file hath been bur­
f C dened, yet they find it not expedient 10 to do 
(~ upon the doubt they" have, that the ~ene's Ma~ 
{( jefty will, notwit andin any crime proved 
" upon her, reftore her to her ki1tgdom and rule, 
(( whereupon they filould never be free from her 
(C ind ignarion; and fo they will flay and not pro~ 
H ceed, without they may know her. Majeftie's 

, " purpofe, in ca.fe the faid ~cne !hould be prov­
er ed guilty of hcr hufuand's murder,,; it may be 
"anfwered by the ~ene's Majefiic':; commif­
" Goners, that, if her Majeftit Jhall find it to be 
cc plainly and manifejJly proved, furely her f\1ajeftie 
" would think hir UNW ORTHY OF A KINGDOM, 

~C and would NOT ST A YNE HER OWN CON­

~, SCIENCE by RESTORING HER TO A KING­

(C DOM."t All, therefore, thews us very plainly 
the anfwer of Elizabeth to the overture of Mur­
ray; that :j.ofwer which !he returned, as the 

'* Robertfon, ii. 387' Edition 4th. 
t Goodall, ii. 99' 
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