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... harging the ~p~n with murder! And that th~ 
~ommiffione[s thoroughl), underftood the fcope 
and aim of their intimations, is apparent from a 
difpatch of the fame date with t~e former, writ­
ten by one of tbem to Cecil, and fpeaki~g in 
thefe terms. cc In my opinion:' fays the Duke 
of Norfolk to him, "the matter, I feare, WILl. 

cc FALLE OWTE VERIE FOWLE, yff all be true 
cc that they heare ftedfajllye affirm."· But, three 
days afterward, Murray put thefe very queftions 
in writing to the commiffiohe:s: cc I. We defire 
(( to be refolvit, quhetber ye haif commiffioun­
" to pronounce in THE CAUllE OF THE MIJRTHER7 

(( giltie or not giltie-: I I I.-In caife SHE be 
cc found gilty, we de fire to be refolvit befoirhand, 
" quhether the Q£ENE fall be deliverit in our 
cc hands," &c. " IV. In cais SHE be found giltie, 
cc wedefire/' &c.t Here Murray opens his inten­
tions of charging her with murder, in the nJOft 
public and formal manner. Yet he opened it 
Hill more tully, in his fpeech to the commif­
lioners at prefenting thefe queftions; when he 
declared, as the commiffioners themfeives tell 
us, that he and his friends "duffle in no wife 
cc proceade to the accufation of the King their 
C( Sovereignels mother in THE CA USE OF THE MUR ­

," DER, before they weare refolved in t!leis arti­
(C des. tit And, two days after this, the commif­
flOllers farther tell us in their remarkable difpatch 
of O&Ober'the I xth, That cc the ErIe of Murray 
Cf and his colleagues have put in their anfweare," 
(f [in the mornirige" of that day, fays the jour-

.- It Goodall, ii. IJ,74 t Ibid. J 3Q • . t Ibid. t 37. 
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naIl, "the copie of which anfweare we fend 
cc herewith to your Majdtie; and albeit they 
cc have in the fame touched nothing plainlie in 
H THE CAUSE OF THE MURDElt, wherel1pon they 
cc flaye and Jujpend their proceadings, tlntill they 
cc may be refolved in their articles propo{lcd' 
H unto us, whi~h we rent in our Iaft letters to 
'{c your Majeftie, yet the {aid Erie" [~' in the 
(C afternoone" of tnat day, fays the journal) I 

(( hath bene content priva lie to ]hew us SUOH 

H MATTEIR AS THEY HAVE TO CONDEMPNE THE 

(( ~ENE OF SCOTTES OF THE MURDI:R. OF HER. 

" HUSBAN D." • From this account it :tppe s, 
that the rebels had told the commiffionersat tlicir 
very firft meeting, of their deflgn to charge Mary 
with murder; that they had openly avowed their 
.defign, in a formal paper of queftions to them 
afterwards; that they had opened it ftin more, in 
a verbal addrefs (0 them when they prefented the 
faid paper; and that therefore the commiffioners 
had expected the charge from them, in their reply 
to Mary's accufation; that in the opinion of die 
commiffioners it was intimated, though notplainly, 
in their faid reply; that a clear and direCt charge 
of murder againft her wa'll only ftaid andJuJpended~ 
till they €Quid receive an anfwer to fome ql1ef. 
dons from Elizabeth; and that, in the mean 
time, -they actually laid all tbeir proofs of tbe 
murder .before the comrniffioners. So little did 
they proceed till the conferen(.C' at Weftminfter, 
IC withcfUt any fpecial depravlhg or calumniating 
{if the honour of the Q?ene." All this very ae- ~ 

'II' Goodall, ii. IJ~4-0. 
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count, alfo, the commiffioners rent to Eliza.beth. 
Thc:y even fent her, in the laft difpatch, a long 
defcription of the criminating letters. They 
even fent her a large abftraCl: of them. They 
even fent her many extraCl:s from them.· And 
fbe even laid all ¢efe papers before her priv.y 
ooundl. t Yet, now, fome new metnbers of the 

, council, the reprefentatives (as it were) of all 
:/ the nobility upon this occafion, are told, That 

no fueh things had happened. 
Who the teller of either of thefe falfehoods was, 

of that concerning the eonfer.ence at Weftminfter, 
or of this concerning the conference at York, 
does not appear. MoO: probably it wa.s Sir 
Ralph Sadler for the latter, and Sir 'William 
Cecil for the former. Both appear to have fpoken 
what they knew to be abfoluteiy falfe. N or can 
any excufe be made for Sir Ralph, from the cir­
cumftance of the letters being privately commu­
nicated to the commiffioners. I have alreaJy 
fllewn, that the accufers had fpoke,n fo openly of 
their aecufation in converfation with the com­
lhiffioners, and even in a paper of queftions pre­
fenced to them, and even in a perfona} addrefs 
to them, ns to make the cOJ!lmiffioners expeCt it 
on the Ilth of OCl:ober; that it would then nave 
been produced} if a difficulty had not occurred; 

. that i~ was to be produced as foon as Elizabeth's 
anfwer came to Yark; and that the proofs and 
evicit es Of it were in the mean time laid before 
the commiffioners. There was a little delay 

• Goodall, ii.15O-153. t Ibid. 170. 
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therefore to the formal produCtion of the charge 
and the letters; but they were both proouced in 
faB. The letters particula.rly; on which the 
whole reited and balanced, were fubmittcd to 
the full infpeaion of the commiffioners. They 
thought it requiflte for chem as commijJio1urs, to 
make a public drfpatch concerning them, and to 
tranfmic a defcription of them, an ~bftraa of 
them, and even ex.traCl:s from them, to Elizabtlh. 
And Elizabeth t~ought 't equally requifite for 
helll'to lay them all, as ,ublic papers, before her 
privy council. , 

But it is very obfervable, that this f.llfr.hood 
concerning the bufinefs at York, and the, other 
concerning the bufinefs at vy eftl1)in er, were 
both told jn prefen~e of feveral perfon, who 
all knew the teller at Ihd time co be fuppreffing a 
grand faCtI to be denying a gr~nd truth, and. to 
be delivering a grand lie. So very like were 
Elizabeth, Elizabeth's counfellors, and Eliza­
beth's commiffioners, in the habit of audacious 
lying! Thus, when thejirfl council was inform~d 
by Sir William Cecil or any other perron, con­
cerning ~he reproof given by the commiffioners t() 
Murray and his partifans; all the other com­
miffioners were prefenr. They were well ac­
quainted with the nature of that reproof. They 
had delivered it themfelves. They had made it to 
be recorded on their journals. And ,they knew 
itto be a very gentle one. Yet th~y fuffertd it 
to be reprdentea to the left of the council, as a 
"{height and a fharp'" one. They fuffered a 
minute of itl as fuch, to be entered on the books 

. ' H", or 
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of the privy council. They evell confented to 
fuggeft a fpeech to her Majefry, furmally vouch­
ing it to be fuch. And they even agreed to pro­
nounce themfelves, and to make Elizabeth pro­
nounce, one of the mildeft repr~henfions that 
could well be given, to be " in fo large a fort, 
(( as a more eroeft and fharper reproof could not 
" be devifed in convenient words." J uft . fo, 
when Sir Ralph Sadler, or rome other informed 
the jecond council, that Murray had made no 
cc !pecial depraving or calumniating the J;lOnour 
(( of the ~ene," before the conference at Weft­
minfter; the members prefent were he and the 
other two commiffioners at York, the Duke of N or­
folk, and the Earl of 'Su1fex. Thefe very perfons 
had known of the intended charge from the rebels 
themfelves. Thefe very per[ons had known the 
ch~ge to be intimated (as intimated it undoubtedly 
is ), though not plainly, in the anfwer of the rebell' . 
Thefe very perfons had known the pofitive charge 
to be only delayed, in expeCtation of a letter frorn 
Elizabeth. And thefe very perfons had feen the 
letters which were to fubfrantiate it, had fent a 
lor.g account of them to Elizabeth, and had even 
been influenced by theln to believe the guilt of 
Mary in the ll\urder. Yet they now permit a 
narrative of their proceedings to be given before 
them, and to be r('corded on the books of the 
privy council, that omitted and denied all this j 

that fta.ted n() "fpecial depraving or calumniat­
~c iog the hpnour of the ~ene," to have taken 
place before them ,at aU; and that affirmed the 
firft p.-odudion of the charge to have been long 
afterward. at Weftminfter. To this all the old 

members 
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members of the council equally agree; though 
they had (at in that verycouncil~ chamber, upon 
the difpatcbes of the comQ\iffioners concerning 
the letters. To this alfo Elizabeth agrees, fitting 
as fhe was in her chair at the head of the coun­
cil-table; tho~gh fhe hp.rfelf had received the 
Jetters, though !he herfelf had communicated the 
Jetters to her council, and though fhe. herfeJfhad 
deliberated upon the letters with them. Such a 
wonderful confederacy appears among them all, 
in the act o( falfifying! With tilch an amazing 
congruity do the head and the memhers unite 
together! And fuch an aftonifhing afcendancy 
does. the head appear to' have had over the mem­
bers, ' that what !he wills they will; that truth 
comes recommended to them, only by her adopt­
,ing it; and that obferved equivocations, known 
prevarications, and pofitive falfities, are all im.. 
plicitly entertained by them at her beck. 

From thefe fa.cts, drawn as they are out of 
Elizabeth's own journals, and fi'om journals too, 
either altered and interlined or written originally 
by Cecil himfelf; we may be very certain, that 
the re-collation Qf the letters, agreed to in the 
firft council and performed in the {econd, was 
only a continuation of the fame fyftem of illlPO­
fition, which we. have found fo uniformly pur­
fued hitherto; and whic,h we fball fee fo invari .. 
~bly profecuted afterwards. The council how­
ever met. The letters were produced. And 
the collatioh took pl~c~. "There were pro­
"duced," fays Cecil in his own altered ana in­
terlilled journal of the councill If fundry letters, 

l' foppofed 
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n fuppofed JO be written by tbe ~ene of Scots 
u own hand to the ErIe Bothwell; of which let­
&c tres the originals, fuppofed to be written with 
Cl the ~ene of Scots own hand}, were then alfo 
cc preft"ntre produced and perufed; and, being 
"read, ere duly confetred and compared, for 
" the,nnanner of writing and fafhion of orthogra­

y, with fundry other lettres long fince here­
e tofore written and rent by the faid ~ene of 

" Scotts to the ~ene's Majefiy;"I/.' or, as the 
cotlRcil before defcl"ibed· them, "with the lettres 
" of the faid ~ene's, being extant, and hereto­
cc fore wrytten with hir own hand, and fent to the 
C( ~ene's Majefty/' t 

The letters had been authenticated at their 
firfi: ,appearance before the ~ommiffion~rs in 
York, by the force of affirmations and by the 
offer of oarhs. At their fecond appearance be­
fore the commiffioners 'in Weftminfter, they had 
been authenticated by the written affeverations 
of the producers,:l: and by the collations of them 
with letters prejented by the. proiucers themJelves. 
Aryd they are now to be authenticated pretty 
nearly in the fame manner. They are now col­
lated with letters, NOT indubitably originals 
themfelves, and therefore proper to be fiandards 
of collation to the others. But they are collated 
with letters, that require to be pre-vioZifly collated. 
They are, collated with letters furnifhed-by 
wbom? Not, indeed, as before, by the producers 
of the letters j but-by their confidante and aJIo-

! Ibid. n. 92. 
,iate 
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~jate in the bujinifs, even by-ELIZABETH her­
felf. This is obvioufly a fhoke of legerdemain, 
like the -other. It is only a more artful fhoke. 
It is obvioufly a fuade of the fame dat:knefs of 
machination. It is only a lighter fuade. And . 
it was obviOl.lfly made to fucceed the other, becauje 
:it was more artful and more light. 

Murray's letters were compared wit'll fome 
of Elizabeth's. Thefe are faid to have been 
written with Mary's own hand, and fent by 
Mary to her. But who wilnejfod to tbe b.J of 
lv1pty? No ONE! Who witncjJed /0 tbe imding 
of them by Mary? -No ONE! We mull: take 
both ~pon the a.uthority of Elizabeth and her 
privy council. But can we do fo, upon any prin­
ciple of propriety? We certainly cannot. We 
cannot fuffer either the privy council, or their 
prefident Elizabeth, to become at once witnefTes 
and judges. This would be confounding capa­
cities, that thould for ~ver be kept diftinCt; and 
opening wide the flood-gates of iniquity upon 
every. accufed perron. But, even if we could 
do this, yet can we-admit the teftimony of either? 
Or, to fpeak more precifelYJ as the whole centers 
in Elizabeth herfdf at laft~ fhe being the grand 
center of gravity to all this political fyftem; can 
we admit her evidence upon the point ~ We af­
furedly cannot. We have already feen her fo 
<leceitful and fo audacious, in aU th~ proceed­
ings l1itherto; that we cannot, in common juftice 
to Mary, lay any ftreA upon her evidence. We 
thall alfo fee her hereafter fo elufive and fo 
ili~melefs~ that in commOn candour ~o ourfelves, 

we 
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we cann')t but reject her teftirnonr with difda 'n: 
We have already convicted her of [0 many for­
feitures of honour, and fo many violations of 
truth, as muft operate with regar to h r, j uft as 
the whipping-poft and the pillory do with vul­
gar offenders, and incapacitate h.er for being an 
evi nee for ever. 

yen if we could allow Elizabeth to be at 
nee a witnefs and a judge; and even if we could 

give her fuch a credit for probity, as would make 
her a competent wienefs; yet we certainly can 
not admit her to teftify to facts, which it was 
abfolutely impoffible for her to know. She could 
not poffibly know, that Mary wrote the produced 
letters to her. She Cid not fee her write them. 
She never faw her write at all. Nor could /he 
poIDbly know, that Mary fent them. St e was 
not prefent when they were fent. She did not 
pretend to be fo. And fhe did not preteml to 
produce anyone, who faw them fem, who faw 
them written, or who had ever feen any thing 
written by Mary. 

All her evidence then, and all the evidence of 
her privy council, which is only hers at fecond 
hand, cannot weigh as a fingle atom of duLl: io 
the balanc.e of reafon. Common fenfe, indeed, 
recoils at the production of fuch evidence. It 
confiders the eaure as a fcandalous one which is 
by fueh ev!dence to be fupported. And it looks 
uporr Elizabeth, it looks upon her creatures in 
the privy council, as evidently betraying them­
felves by theif conduct, to be the knavifh patron 
of l\ knavifh caufe. 

Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth was too plainly a confederate with 
Murray, not to b capable of any coIlufion for 
him. This has been already iliewn. But it may 
be 1hewn additionally, from a flight intimation 
in the journal of this very council. Murray and 
his friends, it is there [aid, (f afrer proteftation 
(( made, were unwilling to procede any {urder 
(( to touch the name an,d honcur cf the ~ene, 
" if their adverfaries had not preffed them with 
" lack of loyalty; for remedy whetecf they pro­
e< duced" their accufaticn. * This was the ery 
excllfe and apology made by Murray himfdf;' he 
declaring in the very prcteftaticn, that he and 
his « cum not willingly to hir accufation of fo 
<c odious a cryme, but are thairto enforcit be 
.f hir awin preffing, .and thair adverfaries. "t And 
all this is abfolutefy falfe, as I have repeatedly 
1hewn. Yet Elizabeth was as ready to adcpt his 
falfehccds, as {be was to man~ge her own. She 
could take. up, what fbe knc,w· to. be an hypocri­
tical lie' in him. She cculd repeat i with the 
fame affurance of hypccrify, becaufe it was his. 
And {he cculd thus be content to reduce herfelf 
to the lowell: fituaticn in the profligacy of falfe­
hoods, to. become the echoer of hypocrify, the 
abetter cf a lie, and a mere train-bearer to this 
falfifying Scctchman. 

In this debafing fpirit of Elizabeth, Jhe 
feems to have taken fcme known f~rgeries of 
Mary's hand, to. have prefented them for genuine 
letters cf Maryls cdtnpofition, a~ to have 

* Goodan, ii. zH-zS6. ·t Ibid. ~os· 

collated 



collated Murra '5 with them. That flle was 
capabJe of this, no one can do bt, who has 
fcen the preceding account, or wlio fhall fee 
the accoont following. Her cornmiffioners, 
though fome of them men of hb noll r, yet 
wrought upon by her pervading influence, only 
a few days before had aCtually done, what was as 
bad in reality" and even worfe in appearance. 
They had collated Murray's afferted original s 
with Murray's affirmed originals. And as the 
very channel, by which the latter 1;cre conveyed 
to the commiffioners, carried a fhong taint with 
it; the natural tecourfe was to forgeries, not 
conveyed by Murray, 'but communicated by 
Elizabeth. 

Yet how fllall Elinbeth procure them? The 
fame hand, which had fabricated the firft fet of 
Murray's originals, fabricated alfo the fecond. 
Yet theft could not be the letters produced by 
Elizabeth upon the pre Cent occauon. I do not 
fuppofe indeed, that 1he would have been either 
afraid or afhamed of re-producing the letters 
as her own to the council, which had been 
previoufiy produced by Murray to the commif­
lioners. She would rather have gloried in the 
fine dexterity of Mr man"agement, which had or­
dered a new collation to be made, and yet collated 
them with the fame papers. But Elizabeth's 
o"iginala ,vere IllidreJfed to Elizab6lb, which 
Mu ... ,.s could not be. And Elizabeth muft 
have derived them from another quart~r. A 
memorial, that was prefented to Elizabeth bY' 
one or Mary's cOmmimoDer~) points Out to us 

a qu;u-ter 
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a quarter from which they might eamy be de­
rived. cc My miftrefs does affirm conftantly,' 
fays the commiffioner, H !he never did write ony 
cc fic letters as are alledgit, but the famin are 
cc forgit and maid e~pref lie be hir adverfaries, 
cc to color thair ungrate and ungodly behaviour 
cc toward hir, their native prince and fo-verane: 4S 

cc their are findrie ql4ha cfln counterfiet hir hlmd~ 
cc writ, quha have been brocht up in hir corn­
u panie, OF Q...UHOM THAlR AItE SUM ASSIST­

HAND THEMSELFIS, as weill of other natiounis 
cc as of Scott is ; as I doubt not bot ZOUR MJl.JES­
" TIE, and divers uthers of zour Hienes's court, 
(C HAS SENE SINDRIE LETTERIS SENT HERE 

cc FROM SCOTLAND, quhilk . wald not be kend 
(( [from them] by her own handwrit."· This 
memorial is dated the 17tht of December, nine 
days after the produCtion of the letters, and tbre~ 
after the pretended collation of them in council. 
It afferts many counterfeit letters of Mary's t() 
have been well known to have exifted formerly. 
I t appeals for this faCt to the recolleCtion of 
Elizabeth herfeIf, and of many in her Court. 
And it avers fome of Murray's own accomplices 
to have counterfeited fome of thefe letters; as 

, Lethington had ingenuoufiy confdred to the Duke 
of Norfolk at York, that he himfdf had aB:ually 
cQunterfeited forne of tnefe or of others;t and 
as thi~ his confeffion had been divulge" by the 

* Goodall, ii, 388-38Q, 
t Ibid. 392, and Errll';' prefuced to vol. 1ft. 
! Camden's Annals,l16 T1'lIIlfiatiOD, and 

Original. 



Duke, and was now beco(oe known unto many. 
tet, notwithftanding fuch a we'll-known faCt, 
fuch a decifive confeffion, and fuch an open publi~ 
cation of it, the commiffioners of Elizabeth !lad 
collated Murray's criminating }etters with fome 
other Ie-tters of Murray'S. They had thus enabled 
thofe very accomplices of his, who are here 
charged by Mary'S commiffion r with having 
forged letters in her name, and one of whom 
had aCtually acknowledged the (harge berore, 
to obtrude their own notoriolls forgeries upon 
them for genuine writings. And when Elizabeth 
afterwards ordered another collation t'o ' be made 
by her council and in her prefence, 1he had 
probably done what this very memorial perhaps 
intended to intimate /he had done. She had for­
merly received letters from Scotland in the name 
of Mary, which were afterwards found not to be 
written by her, and yet were in imitation of her 
wnttng. Elizabeth, therefore, had nothing to do 
at prefent, but to fearch om thefe in her repo­
Gtory of papers, to bring them forward as true· 
originals, and then to apply them as tdts of the 
authenticity of the others. They had been 
known jnd~ed to be fpurious before; but this 
was all forgotten probably. They had been 
cc long·fince heretofore wrytten and fent." And 
whether it was or was not forgotten, who would 
be there·to itJntify them ~ Who indeed would 
.",i", them at all? Who wo111~ prefume to 
/JnD a7lY d",Jt at aU, concerning papers pro. 

• Crawford, I J~ "bu-hand, 'twas notoriou{ly known, 
"i4!tbiDgtone, by his own confeffion, had often counterfeited." 

duced 
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duced by Elizabeth as originals, vouchc!d to be 
I fo by her own prefence a.t their produCtion, and 
t produced merely for the collation of others with 

them? Noone would. Noone did. That 
-Elizabeth's letters were genuine, was taken for 
granted. Not a hint, not the flighteft hint, is 
given in the journal, of any attempt made, or 
even of any with breathed, fot' meafuring the 
frandard and for trying the teft itfclf, before 
they proceeded to apply i[ to the points before 
them. 

Y:et . this muft have bem done, if fuppofitious 
letters h!td not been ufed by E lizabeth. She 
would have called the attention of her council 
to an examination of her own papers, before 1he 
proceeded to Murray's. She would have con­
fidered of fome previous mode of affaying their 
quality" before !he would fuffer ht"r council to 
confider them as fterling. The production of 
letters under Mary's hanci, by men who wanted 
to vind icate their rebellion againft her, to fanclion 
their feizure of her"perfon, and to confirm their 
ufurpation of her· crown, would naturally h~ve 
given ' a ftrong edge of fufpicioufnefs [0 the 
minds of· all, and have made the Qgeen and 
her minifters peculiarly cautious in their choice 
of papers for collating them. Nothing would 
have been ac.epted as true and authentick itfdf, 
but what had undergone.a !tria inquifition ficft. 
And tben Murray's apers would have been 
cOl1)par~d with aulhenti~ttd originals. But this 
would not comport with the flagitious purpoftS of 
. lizabe<h. To co' late the letters with any 
:. ' VOL. I. r others 



otllm tIlan counterfeits like taemfelves, it ]' 
plain from the paft, and it will be equally plain 
from the future, would never be permitted by 
Elizabeth, and could never be, endured by Mur­
ray. They had already been eoUated with 
counterfeits, which Murray himfdffupplied. And 
to collate them with countettrits which had nDt 

been fupplied by Murray) and would not be 
examined themfelves, was naturally the next ftep 
in artful profligacy. 

But bad Elizabeth never ac9:ed ftagitioufly be ... 
fore, aR<l did fhe never atl: fiagirioufiy after· 
ward. " had fhe always afred with honoftr before, 
and was fue always to att with honour after .. 
wards; or even ha.d' fire relented in her mean 
purfuits, given up. all her artifice, and been 
content to come down to the noble funplicities 
of probity; or even had {he relented only for: a 
fearon, have then relapfed into aU her furmeJ'! fins 
of diffin'lulation. and. fo have been honefr only for 
the momentary interval lietween the prec ding' 
and the fubfequent villa.nies: yet {be mutt: have 
behaved very djfFer~t1y from what fhe did. She 
muO: neceffari~y have fentfor TRE COMMI9U(JNKRS 

OF MAR v, have told them of M.urray's lett,eJ's; 

I 
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examine one by the other, and to compare Mur­
ray's lVith aU. She might ,even have written to 
Mary herfelf, and fent one of her own commif­
fioners and one of Mary's to fee her write her 
anfwer. She might even have called for rome of 
the pl1bIick records of the kingdom, that I)acl 
received the fignature of Mary to them a few 
years before. And {he might even have pro­
cured lc:tters of hers, which had been equally 
written a few years befvre to h~ relatioas in 
France, to the French, to the Spanifh, or to 
the Papal courts. Almoft any of tl1 mode, 
of aCting muft have been fufficient for 'rhe bufi­
nefs. All of them together muft hau tbrown 
the lisht of the noon-day fun over the whole. 
And all or any WQuJd undoubtedly have been 
ufed~ if Elizabeth hac;l meant to aCt honefUYJ 
even for a fingle moment. 

But {be had no fuch · defign. She therefore 
took a very diJfCRIlt route. She called upon no 
for.eign courts for Mary's letters. She called for 
no ' domeftick records fubfcribed by her. She 
folicited noletrer from her herfelf, fO be written in 
the prefence of comrniffioners. And fu required 
po letters of Mary's from her old commiffiooer. 
in London. She thought it better to fupply (he 
want of all, with lettct1 produced by herfdf, , 

ith lettc:rs vouched by herfelf; to fuperfede -all 
inquiry into IhM, by ieadiag direCUJ to a col­
lation of the others;. acknow~ 
Iimilarity, to pronounoe the t.dt to be autben­
ti,ck; haftily to wir.hdraw them tioth, when the 

. hafty work was done; and chen to record this -
I z inqui-



n6 

, inquiiit6rial mockt'ry of juftice in the journalt 
of the ~vy COUllC~, as a full a'hd perfeCt ex 
amination. 

§ n. 
Vi H N M.urray produced his fa1fe creden­

tials at York, they vlerejpetdily returned to him. 
Yet being privately exhibited to Elizabeth's com­
miffioners, and therefore in no danger of being 
fhewn to Mary"; they were left long enough in 
the hands of the former, to be defcribcd, ab­
ftra8:t'd, and even copied in parts, by ' them. 
But, 'II'.en they were re*produced at We1'tmin-

, er, a different form of procedure was followed 
by MI. ."3.y. They ..,.cre publiclcly produced then. 
They were therefore returned immediattly. We 

ave a minute of the whole in the journal of the 
~ommiffioners. A d it carries all the marks of 

.. Appen<k; No. viii. 

his 
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his willies. They proceeded inftandy to collate 
hi copies with his originals. This done, Mur .. 
ray demanded back his originals, received them, 
and then delivered up his copie~. And thus the 
originals were juft jhew1f tl7Id withdraw1I. 

This certainly has all the afpett of an bQ(Us­
POCUJ trick of difhonefty. It certainly was one 
in icle)f. It was indeed fo much one, dlat we 
ihould be perfeCtly aftonifbcod at the ready rub­
million of the commifflonen to it; if we had not 
already feen them cowering with fuch vicious 
humility before, under the heavy han Eliz 
beth; and if we did not recolleCt, that t 
very trick, which Murray about five II) 

fore exprefsly required Elizabeth to p by her 
(.omrriffioners. "Sen our fervant Mr. Jhone 

· " Wode hes the copies of the famjn letteris," 
he fays, "we wald ernefilie defyre-that-the 
cc jug{'!; may reColve us this far, I CAIS THE 

c~ PRINCIPAL AGR,IE WITH THE ~PJ&, that thm 
· "we PRtllF THE CAUS INDEE)).."· Thi ac­

counts for the whole. This {hews the inButncc, 
: that drew them out of the courfe whicb thty 
• iliou Id otherw~ have purfued, and made them 

move in fueh an irre~ar and ecunuic manner. 
In common j uftice to the accu(ed <k,1CCfj. in 
common juftice to their owp charaaus, in com­
mon juftice to their own feetingSoa they uld 
1ave required the evidencc:s; on hi~ ~ accu­
falion was grounded, 0 be kif in the ~mon 
of the court. They lhould theft haye examiP.e<i 

them 
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With. the "iteft <:&re themfelves. Th Y 
~d have collated them again Ilnd again with 

«u'ttlenticated origtnals. Such a hafty collation 
"Of them as they made with Murray's pretended 
originals, e'Uen if tbde had been real, could n ver 
hav'c' been fatisfaCtory. A comparifo!1 of papers> 

' In ordcr to afcertain the 'genuinenefs or the fpu-
riouCnefs of a handwriting, demands a lQO.g·antl 
-painful attention. It P.i ~he flow work of hours 
and of days. And if it is to be done in com­
pany, like the bulinefs of a commiffion, it will 
tl.t"cdfarily proceed with a frill flower pace. 
ffhe COltttniffioners of Mary fhould alfo have 

'd free accefs to them, ihould have been allowed 
"to con e them day after day with their own 
originals, and fhd1lld have been permitted to 
tranfcribe them from end to end.-But the for­
geries would not bear the infpeetion. They 
would foon have been deteCted by it. They could 
o y bear to be {hewn, to be collated with Mur­
ray's o·wn jltmd."ds, and then to be inftantly 
withdrawn. 

They were a few days afterwards exhibited 
again to the privy council. . Who exhibited them, 
the journal does not tell us; or who received 
them bacK. again. Murray was not prerent in 
t:he council. But he was attending, no doubt, 
ID one of the rooms adjoining. There be put 
them into . the hand of Cecil probably. There 
he ~bly reeeived sbem back from Cecil. 
TIley ~ now been collated with Elizabeth's OW" 

,ftanliaras, which were equally authentic with 
Murray's, as 1he was equally with him in the 

confpiracy 
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on{piracy againft Mary; .and then withdnwn 
inftantlyagain. We are certain, that they were 
equally as before returned to Murray. And we 
aCtually find him afterwards in Scotland, retain­
ing them in his own potrefIion to the day of his ' 
~eath,· 

Mary was thus cut off from all poffibility of 
infpeCting the originals~ and of e"poling the fpu­
rioufnefs by deteCting the handwriting of them. 
She was r~uced to the fttuation of a warriour in 
..an I ndian ambufcade. Sbe could ~e wound6i 
at wjll by het' foes. Yet fhe could not return 
the wounds. She t6,Jd 11Dt Jee ber Illtflf!. And 
fhe might therefore~ with the utmoft proprit 
{enument, and with more than the 0 a1 fub­
limity ~f courage, have raid ith Aju in the 

-ijiad, 

G~ ~ but. light, and Ajax aflts no more. 

:But, then, this very fituation is an mple vindi'l' 
cation in itrdf. Had {he been r.tIi/ry, had fht: in 
the J1ightdf degree been acceffary [0 the crime 
charged upon her, had there been even a fair 
probabiJity of proving her guilty of the charge, 
in fpite of her innocence; her enemi(S would 
have acted in a very diiferent manner. No am­
bufcade would they have laid for her. They 
~ould never have fttuHted behind the bufhes, 
and wounded' her with invi · e ihafts. They 
would have come forward into vicw. They would 
fl3ye engaged in open fight ,"til her. T~l 

• AppdtiK. 
Yioul~ 
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_ wouidbaveproduced the original:, wi h pretended 
regret and with real triumph. They VlC1uld have 
lOd~d them with the commiffioners at{ York • 

. ''FIley would have lodged them with the commif­
fioners at W eftminfter. They would have com­
pelled both, to collate them carefully with pri­
Vate and with public, with foreign and with do ... 
meftic,. writings of Mary's. Her commlffioners 
would alfo have bem called upon to infpeCt them, 
would have been urged to compare m,. would 
have been' cballenged to difprove them. Mary 
herfelf would have been brought up from her 
confinement in the country, as !he frequently 
requefted to be; have been fuffered to enjoy the 
frelj/ acceJs to them; have been allowed to make 
l1Jery objeCtion to them; and have been heard 
with all the patie::nce of candour, for days and for 
weeks, in her attempts to invalidate their al,ltho­
rity. Such mtlfl have been the demeanour of 
l\1urray the produOt'r, and of Elizabeth the re-
(civer, of the letters; if they had thought her 
guilty, if they had thought her probably fo, if they 

. had thought her fO ;n appearance only. And a 
(:onduC\:, totally the reverfe of all thi , proves 
what they nevc;r reflefred it would prove, the 
falfc:hood of their own pretences, the profligacy 
~ their own conduCt, and the puri~y of hers. 

,.,ves littlf: think, when they are exerting their 
arB of imp,ofition, and exhaufting their fund of 
ece for t~ PrQfecution and concealment of 

,heir c daloull purpofcs i that .my are tel,liJ:lg 
the 
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the world they are fcandalous, by their very con­
cealment. 

U napprehenfive of fuch future ()bftrucrions to 
thdight of the letters, Mary, in her original di. 
recrions to her commiffioners, had ordered them 
thus: H In cais thay alledge thay have ony wric­
(( ingis of mine, quhilk may infer prefumptioun 
(( againft me in that caufe, ze fall defyre the 
(C PR l NCIPALIS to be pr0ducit, and that I mY/llf 
(( may have INSPECTION thereof, and mak an­
"fwer thaireo."" Ignorant equally of thefe 
precluding artifices afterwards, the commiffiontrs 
accordingly demanded the fight of the originals 
now. Thefe were exhibited to the commiffioners 
at Weftminfter on the 8th of December, and to 
the privy council on the 14th. And on the zSth 
Mary's coromiffioners appeared before the htter. 
with a (C fpecial command fra thair Maifrres;" 
(lelivereu her mefi"aee, H producit the [pecial 
" writingis and inll:rucrionis fent be thair Maiftres 
cc to thame j" and then cc maift humblie defyrir 
cc the Ql1ene's Majeftie to CAUSE THAM HAVE fie 
" writingis, as wer prodllei! aganis chair Maiftres 
cc be thai. Maifrres's adverfaris." t Thofe in­
ftrucrions of Mary's are frill in being. They are 
dat d the' th of Decem~rJ and run thul. 
H Ze faU defirc the INSPECTION of all thay hatt" 
~(producit aganis us; and that we may se the 
" all dgit PlllNCII'AI." writi~s.lif i!" balf tJny. 
f' producit; and with Goo·s grace we fall make 

• Cf fie anfwer tftaino, that our innocence faIl be 

t I~id. ~S'_28l • 
. ' "kn~win 
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win to Ollf gt!id fifter, and to all utheris 
"princes:'· So litde was Mary made ac­

tliatnted, even with the faB of the produCtion 
of tlte letters on the 8th; and fo ftudiouOy was 
veo this concealed from the commiffioners of 
"'Y; that {he W;lS not yet certified of it on the 

19tn! She had only heard of it by report. But 
fbe itlftantly required an infpecCion of the letters, 
if any fuch had been produced; and expreffed 
her full conviction of afcertaining her innocence 
completely, to die fatisfac1:ion of Elizabeth and 
~ll the fovereigns on the continent. This was 

e natural challenge of innocence, in Mary. 
~ut her u guid .lifter" wanted not to have her 
(c innocence knawin." She rather chofe to con­
fider her as guilty, and to have "all utheris 
«, princes" do fo ('Co. Yet {he could not obj a 
to (he re.queft, though £he never meant to grant 
it. This" defire," fay Mary's commiffioners, 
cc Jiir Majeftie [of England] tbocht verie reffon­
., abill."t She could not do lefs. But did {he 
tJ:1l"t it? The reader fuall fee. 

If ElizaQeth had had one fpark of honour yet 
unquenched in lief breaft, {he would inflalltly 
have given the reqtlifite orders. But £he did net 
give them. She raid fhe would tlnfider of the 
petition. "To the effca: hir Majeftie micht be 
" 'tHE _ETTER ADVISIT upon thalr defyris, and 
" give anfwer thairto:~ the "dCfyrit ane extraCt 
~, of the raid writing," their inflrutHons, "to b~ 
cc pili to hir Hienes; quhJk the faid commif .. . 

.. GoodalJ, ii. ,s9. t Ibid. as.2 • . 
" Iionar~ , ., 
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if llonaris did on the mom deliver/' She would 
conjid(r, whether fbe fhould give to Mary the 
only pOffibility of expofing the fpurioufnefs of a 
handwriting, which was to fupport a charge of 
murd(r againft her; by permitting her, or by 
permitt-ing her commiffioners, to infpea the 
wntmg. She pretended the wanted time to con­

:fide,., becaufe even ./he had not the audacity to 

de1JY. She had the audacity, however, to wilhholtl. 
And it is plain from her collduct, that the whole 
compounded mars of flagitioufnefs muft inftandy 
have been refoIved into duft, if {he had granted 
the requifition. , She therefore pretended ftill to 
conjider . 

. But Mary was too ket'll and too interefted, to 
, be fo put off. On the 7th of January following, 
the commiffioners of' Mary again entered the 
privy council, and declared to Elizabeth, th3t 
JC thay had preCentlie rc1favit writingis fra the 
Ct ~ene's Majei1:ie of Scotland, mair Sover-ane/' 
who" defirit THE WRITUlGIS PIlODucn BE HIll 

(( JNOBEDIENT SUB]ECTJS to be DEtIVBlI..ID VNTo 

TH AMI."t But Elizabeth WIIS frill obliged to 
withhold her confent, and ffill eompel1ed there­
fore to procPftinate. She aceordingly took fhelter 
again behind" her old fubterfuge of ClII./itJeNIiftt. 

(C The ~ene's Majeftie of Eagland TVnt TO 

BE ADVYSIT TRAII,WITH.":t: • 

Mary> in her ji,.jI t~uifiti~ ddired JiOt only 
to fee the originals, but tc> have toptes of them. 

~ Goodall, li. a8a. : Ibid. ibid. 

She 
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She demanded" the infpccHon AN DOUBILLIS" 

of all that her rebels had produced againft her. 
She wanted a fight of them, to examine the 
nature of the handwriting. She wanted du­
pHc:ttes, to examine the matters contained in 
them. But when the r ccived ail account of 
Eli4abcth's affet'l:ed delay 'to fuch an obvious aCt 
of juftice, the faw through her whole ddign. 
She was fully convinced in her mind, that the 
(Jriginals would never be fubmitted to her view, 
or the view of her commiffioDers. Yet fhe 
was eager to enter upon Ler vindication. She 
refolveo to engage her enemies immediately. 
:And the was determined to clofe with them, 
even under every difadvantage of ground. Such 
was the natural gallantry of innocence! Her 
('omm;flioncrs, therefore, lowered their tone a 
little in their }:colld requifition. They ftill 
demanded a fight of the originals. But they 
would be content to be indulged with copies 
only. They accordingly, in the name of their 
miftrefs, "defirit the writingis procucit be her 
cc inobedient fubjeais, OR, AT THE L~lST, TH,E 

cc COPI ES TH A 1 ROF, to be delivcrit unto thame."t 
And Mary's inftructions to them for this requi­
lition were even in a flilllowcr key~ being only to 
'f r.cquire of our faid guid fifter that COPIES be 
C( given zou thairof."t 1 his wa~ certainly n(>t 
judicious, became it committed her honour to 

. the haz:u:d of a battIe, in which fhe might not 
have been viaorious. Yet it was the genuine 

t Ibid. 298. , 

heroifm 
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heroifm of an hone{\: heart. And., ~s is fre. ' 
quently feen in life, the injudi<.:joufnefs confti­
tutes the heroicalne[q of it. • 

But this very gallantry of innocence, this very 
heroifin ofhonefty, made Elizabeth ~o lhrink the 
more from a conflict. She retired as Mary ad­
vanced. . She entrenched herfelf behind her 
delays. She dared not to engage an enemy for, 
her bravery.. whom !he might have defeated 
perhaps from her rafhnefs She dreaded the 
dignity of provoked worth, now it was. riling 
in its own defence. She was afraid of the lion, 
that fue had barely wounded under the maCk of 
friendlhip, even 'caught as it was in her toils; 
whea it now began to raife its voice of terroue 
againft her. 

At the Iaft requifition, however, EIizati 
promifed to giVie an anfwer" within two or thre 
({ dayis." !if But her prime-minifter Cecil, that 
boafted ftatefman of our iOe, and that ever-ready 
rool of tyranny to his miftrefs, had }Jrevioufiy 
-gone to work in digefting a propofal, whichfhouHl 
divert Mary a while from her requifition. He 
had planned it for Elizabeth~ the very day the 
requifition was made. And Eli~abeth accord. 
ingly propofed it to Mary's commiffioners, as 
foon as they had delivered their requifition. It 
was, that Mary thould refign the crown which. 
had been taken from her; that her·infant fQn, 
who had been made to ufurp it, fbould retain it 
frill; and that fhe fuould continue in England 
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with tbe tide ana appointments of a ~een. * 
.1;Jad ~ been guilty, fhe would have been 
glad to efcape from prifon apd from profecution . 
fQ eafily. But tbm Elizabeth would never have 
Il'lade t.he propofal. And the majefty of con­
(claus honour in Mary, fcorned to troop to fuch 
a palliative, for a cure of her misfortunes. 
By an aCt like this, fhe would have fanCl:ioned 
all the calumnies that had been thrown upon 
her in Scotland, and have eftablilhed all the. 
charges that had been brought againft her in 
England. Her commiffioners, therefore, fpoke 
out inftantly upon the overture from Elizabeth, 
that "feho wald NEVER co ... DISCEND to dimit 
(( her crown, and had given him," the :Bifuop. 
of Rofs, Cf fpecial command to de~lare the famin, 
(C in cais it were proponit to him:'t Yet Eliza- -
beth was too much bent upon her purpofe, to 

uke this prompt rep]y~ She" did EARNESTLY 

cc PllESS him," that he and the other commiffion­
ers of Mary ihould write to her on the fubjeCl:. 
Butithis "THAY AI.;L WHOLLIE AND ABS0ItUT.RLY 

cc REFUSIT. "t Such was the powerful conviCl:ion 
of 'their ~'s innocence and honour, tlla 
reigned in the ~m.s of efe worthy reprefen-
wi ves of be"! Elizabeth however was too 
r.efolute upon the pqint" to be even fo b at off. 
She waar.ed chieBy to procrau.!1ue. She wanted 
~a.tly to do fo. She want.ed to bury the old 
r.equifition for a fight of t~ original, under 
a new propofal. Si'lc therefore "defiri 

t !bid. ibid. t Ibid. ibid. 

H thame ' 
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" dume to reffoun and confer with fum noble~ 
" men of hir Hienes's counfel, whom her Ma­
te jeftie wald appoint upon that and UT H El\ 

" thingis quhilk fould be prp~onic, and to give 
« thame tllair deterrninat anfwe~ thailto/'· 

This was a propofaJ, to whicfi they; could not 
irh any propriety refufe to accede. Elizabeth 

therefore obtained her deHre of delaying and 
diverting. The commiffioners met fome of he[ 
privy counfellors two day~ afterwards. Then 
there appeared not to be any "tlthcr thingis 
" quhilk {ould be proponit," and to ~hicb they· 
were to give cc thair aeterminat anfwer. .. • There 
was nothing new propo[ed, on the parr of £liz . .. 
beth. There was therefore nothing but the 0 d . 

. anfwer to be given, on the part of Mary. H r 
commiffioners 'had only to repeat, as they did 
repeat i.n all the finn tone of an in"nocence which 
co Id neither be frightened nor cajoled; "That the 
" Qpene, thair maiCtres, wald IUVJ!A confent.to di­
ce mit hir crown IN ONY WAY nor UltON Ol'lY CON­

" DITIQUNIS, quhiJk. WER OR COULD BE PROPO· 

" NIT."t And Mary herfelf, having been informed 
of lome overtures of the like n:1ture before, had 

, replied with a grandeur of foul~ that muO: for 
ever fet her high in the opinion of the difcern­
ing. "As TO RESIGNING MY CROWN;' f'he fays, 
" I BEG Yel] TO TROUBLJ JdE MORE ABOUT 

H IT; for I AM RESOLVED AND D~TERMtNED 
« RATHER TO DIE THA TO DO iT; and THE J,.AST 

cc WORD, WHtCH I ~HAr.L l]TTER IN MY LIFE, 
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ft SH ALL BE TH.'\ T OF A QyEEN OP SCOTLAND.". 

The force of Mary's intelleB:, anc. the vigour of 
Mary's honour, break out here like a fhlfh of 
lightning, to awe and confound her adverfaries. 
This anfwer was never feen by Elizabeth. But 
it was felt in th~ anfwer of her commiffioners 
at firft, and in their reply at prefent.; both of 
them animated with a beam of Mary's fire. The 
counfellors of Elizabeth promifed to repeat their ' 
reply.t And all thoughts of an infpeCtion of 
the originals, were laid afide for the time. 

But they would be immediately revived. 
Murray w~s frill in U;ndon. The originals were 
there with him. Mary's commiffioners had twice 
called for a fight of them. They had been 
hitherto put off' under the poor pretence of 
(01yui(ring, what nothing but knavery could 
have wifbed to confider at all. They could not 
be put off any longer. The infidious overture, 

. that was to diverttbml from the point, and make­
:J,erc a volunteer in fixing er own infamy, had 
been inftamly ttlrown back in the face of the 
propofers, with all the contempt it merited. 
And Elizabeth had promifed an anfwer to Mary's 
fe<:ond requifitien, in two or three days. To 
fhew the originals, it it plain, would have been 
oeam to iii her hopes. They had been fabri .. 
cated, no dOUb , with great vt. The fabricators 

* GoodaU, ii. JOJ. "~ant It lademiffion de ma couronne, 
" Je VOUI prie de rle me plus empc;fcher; car Je uis r [olve et 
.c dcliberee pluftoft mourir que de faire ; et Ie derniere parole, 
., que Je ferons en rna vie, {era d' une Royne d' Efco1I'e." 

t Ibid. 30 4-
had 
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~ been long in the habit of copying the hand­
writing of Mary. They could ev n imitate it 
fo exactly, that, s one of Marfs commiffioners 
t IIs us, in her name they had rent many letters 
to lizabeth formerlf, -which it was difficult to 
difti nguHh from her own. They (( WALD not 
(( be kend," he fays; from them. 'f.hey would 
not by any common eye be difringui1hed. But 
they coult! be by thofe, who were intimatelr 
acquainted with her writing. It is 'impoffible 
perhaps to counterfeit any hand fo precifdy, as 
that it 1hall not be dif~erned by an attentiv and 
painful collation. Thefe letters had certainly 
hot been framed fo artfully. Mary could eamy 
have pointed out a variety of {hokes, in the turn 
and mould of the charaders i which difcriminated 
this ~riting from her own. Even her commif .. 
fioners could have done it likewife. And thert­
fore llei/he" of them 'Were p'ermitttd to Jee Ihe 
originals. Yet EI rzabeth was in great diftrefs 
about them, at this inftant. She could not re­
fufe . an infpection any longer. She could not, 
however, permit it. In this dilemma, how Shall 
fhe act? Her cunning failed h r at this preRing 
moment. She could find no further fuhter. 
fuge ~ dc:lay. She was therefore obliged to 
have recourfe to ner effrontery and her PQwer. 
S HE SENT THE OtlIGIN~LS:A AT. The "'" 
next da,y after the cottlttence abOve) ike made 
Murray to ap~ar lxfore the prIvy council, pe­
titioning for leave U) go back mto Scotland. 
She granted it. He oft 'Ih, orig;lIals wnit 
with him. And now • ~ could neithet 

VOL. I. be 
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be lIked by Mary, nor needed to ee refuftd by 
Elizabeth.· ' 

This was fuch a bare-faced act of evaCton, 
ruch an open ftretch of diibonefty, fuch an impu­
dent defiance . of j\Jftice, as mtlft have ihuck 
ev!!ry honeft man in the kingdorr who knew it, 
with amazement and with borrour. On the loth of 
fimuary, Murray received permiffion to depart. 
But he had been haftily called upon by Eliza­
beth, to petition for the permitJi.on. He was not 
prepared for his journey. He therefore appeared 
at court again on the I ~th, in order [0 take a 
fonnal leave of the ~een. t Yet he ftill re­
mained in London. He remained there (or no 
Jers than TWELVE days afterward.t He had 
feveral things to tranfatt. He had particularly 
money to borrow from Eliz.abeth, in order to 
difcltarge his debts in London, and to cit-fray hii 
npenees, homeward.~ So fuddenly had he been 

, 
* Gooda14 ii. 305. Yet Mr. Hume, with an unfeeiing 

temerity of fpirit. has the boldnefs to aff'ert in HiH. v. 1,46, 
"That they ;,light have beep examined by Mary's commif-
4' fioncrs." WIth the fame fpirit Dr. Robel'tfOn adds, "That 
., Eliza~th urged bel' (Mary] to v~OOicate her own hononr, 
"but Mary i#ViitltJ to mike any futtber progrefs in t Ie 
"inquiry." (i. 4-92.) Had tWa bcienf:li~6ifore Mr. Goodal l 
publifhed that continuation of the ~rente, which Ander­
Pl uad fupprdfed.; thia talfiStation of biftocy, in both thefe 
~mcn, riPt be .aribed tG ~iJMble 'iporQ'lu. Dut 

.,w' (Jl,\ft be afcribtd t~bat? Let the I ader fpeak 
~ e 

called 



ealled upon by her, to take his journey for 
Scotland; and fo unprepared was he for it, at 
her call' Elizabeth faw it requifite for him and 
for her, that he and his criminating letters fuould 
difappear at ,-once. He therefore did difapt>ear. 
He was now fuppofed to be gone for Scotland, 
with the originals packed up in Jiis c1f?ak-bag. 
All accefs to them was barred up effeCtually by 
the fuppofition. All acct"fs would be effeCtually 
barred up in faCl-, by his departure in a few days. 
An infpection of the ORIGINALS, t'herefore, was 
totally our of the queftion at prefeot. 

But Mary's commiffioners, in their Jecond rc­
quifition" had defired the originals, or ot leaft 
the copies of them, (0 be delivered. Mar1 alfo 
in her inftruCtions had condefcended to- ,a1k for 
only COPIES of them. . There ~ftrua:ip'ns had 
been even fuewn to El1zabeth.1}i' And 10 thefe 
circumftances, what will Elizabeth do?' She has 
boldly denied.-..l ae-cefs to the originals. But 
fue will certainly grant copies. No forgery of 
handwriting can be detetl:ed from thp;1{. Toe grand 
dahget of expofure is therefore removed. And ihe 
will reanily catch at the opportunityr of colour .. -
ing over the high enormity of her cbnduCt with 
tefpeCl:' to the .QI1iginal~ by a cheerful allowance 
of cbpies.-But the policy of FJi.eeth was too 
cautious, even for this indul~c. Her P,Qlicy 
was as deep as her yjlla~. ~ pould not 
furnilh Mary, 1hC woUld !\Or \II' I her mif .. 
fioners, even With ttl· 
Jider of tbis requifiti 1IlfD. 







able manner. He firft recapitulated their re· 
quell:. ~his was, he faid, rc to have the copies 
.. of all artidis, prefumptiounis, with the P. IN ­

« CJPAL writingis producit:'" He th~n replied, . 
a!l immediately from Elizabeth, cc that fcho will 
f' not refuis unto the ~ene, hir guid fifter, to 
,,, give the DOWBILLJS of all that was produeit." t 
She aides off very artfully, we fee, from the 
primary part of the requifition, as fla ted by Cecil 
himfelf; and refts only on the fecondary. For 

~ this alfo fhe had frefh <1elays. She 'Would grant 
It·; bTlt fhe muSt prcvioufly have a promife. She 
will have a promife under Mary's hand, alld with 
Mary's flgnature to it too, in order to authen~ 
tieate it more thoroughly. Yet what is this pro­
mife to be? It is to be no lefs, than that Mary 
flwuld do-what ?-that {he fhould do what fhe 
was moR: carneft l arid importunate to do; what 
fhe was at this very mQment preffing Elizabeth 
to enable her to do, by a ,tight (,( the papers j­
that /he jhould anjwer to tbe cbarges in tbem. 
~, Scho will have a fpecial writing fent be the 
(C Q!!ene of Scottis, her guid filler, fignet with 
(( her awin hand, promifing that fcho will an-' 
,. fwer to the famin writings and things laid to 
cc her charge, but [without] ony exception.tlt 

Tbe cotniniffionersd Mary, aftonifhed at fuen 
a delay at die.clofe of .lIthe other-s, rcmonftrated 
with her ~refentative :upon the poomefs and 
~ttiner. of it j as fhe had already receivedJuch 
_-proi1dj4 in:J""h II 'fonti, J¥> lefs than twice\ 

• GoOdaIt, ii. 310. t lbjd. ibid. 
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U The famin appears not t~ be neceEarie," they 
replied, "in refpett of TWA (evera! writing is 
'" SCHAWIN and read in prefenct of hir Majeftie 
" and hir counfal, fub[cri~it with hir (Mary's] 
" awin hand AND UNDEP. HIR SION.iT, quhairof 
cc the extrac9: was de1iverit to the ~ne's Ma-
ce jeftie of England, in the quhilk SCHO OFFERIT 

cc TO MAK. ANSWER upon certane conditiounis 
" thairin expremit, Jwa heing Jeb, .ay iJfYlJl tbe 
(C writing;s or at lei)l tbe copies Df tbllllU." 
Elizabeth, or her Cecil, did not pretend to a«ht 
the infufficiency of thefe promifes in themfelves. 
Why then ihould they be repeated? Elizabeth 
had . already feen them, not only fubfcribed 
by Mary's own hand, but alfo certified by 
Mary's own feal. Why then ihould 1he a1k 
for another,Jha~ was to be only fubfcribcd ~ For 
this reafon. 

She pretended to believe, at prefent, that the 
original coI1lI'Qim.on from Mary to thefe her 
commiffioners, was terminated by an ad: of theirs 
fame time before. U The Q!!ene's Majcftie," 
f~ys Cecil, "defyris to have rIC a writing of. the 
"<l!:!ene's Majefty zour maiilrcs, ;""tife fcho 
ce underftandis that ?four cemmiBi.C)un quhilk ze 
(f had is expyrit, fen ~e did clifdiarlf ~e COQ­

" [emence at Weft:fJlinfter."t J'~ ",as done by 
them on the 6tb of De~mber lS.e~ But this 
was two daysl."ftJiolis to the produaio.n of the ~ 
letters. Ana Elizabeth.. c1 be~..at'ting with 
them u D~ TH.,;r YJi,I.Y .110_, repeal ... 



~t t~ • 



~ to fignine unto nit M~eftie, ~t SCHOo O.UL 

II AblS\VEll to the calumnious accufation of hi, 
c:c fubjea:is,~nd tH AlllFOlll aftirit the'writing.ia 
" producic,-or, at the leift, the copies thairof, 
(C to be deliverit unto tbame, that TIl III MAlS-

Yd: 
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UI. 

W HEN firft the pretended prqqfs of the 
guilt o( Mary were Jaid before the commiffioners ' 
at W cfbninfter, Elizabeth and her counfellors 

" were very ready ~o promife Mary a fight of the 
letters. They knew a fight of them to be ne· 
ceffary for her replying to them. They would 
not pretend to think her guilty J becaufe {be did 
not repl~; and yet at tbe fame time preclude 
her from QU pollibility of replying. They would 
not be fo much worfe than inquifitors in this. 
They would not fiiew themfelves fo loft to aU ' 
fenfe of decency, all feeling of fbame, and all 
fear of God.t But alas! what could they do?, 

Mary'~ , . 

• Mr. Hume himfelf affects this conduCl of Elizabeth, t. 
be "a final' rcfufal" of aU copies to Mary. (v. I sz.) Ye~ 
in::omi1b:ntlWith himfelf. al well as contradiCtory to faCh, in 
thfo ~e {pirit which I ~ e becD ob1i~d to reprehend befGre, 
and . tQ tQe iqual amazemen (l dowt not) of all my r~aders, 
he baa tho ooldneii to tffirm.; tllat Mumy '~gave Mary her­
&< ~lf an opportUJIitr of refqting IlIId expofing him" in the 
produ8:ion of the letters, "jf Jhe bad chafen to lay hold of 
.. it i It (v 1.7) hen the wta ~red all infpe&ion of the 
origia8la ~{, hen Ale wal ~ aall ~aion by her 
1;OIII18i~ and wtwri (1CCO~:toJti'. Hume himfelf) file 
and they Ie 'equ.ijy ~ £roan ill copies. It is to the 
4if~ "of our national piobi 1, Qlore thiD of our nationat 
j~~ ~'fttcb.fi{fu haVe JlICt with Cuch ad~ocates. 

t Yet Cecil is all this, in GOodall, ii. 296, when, in a paper 
draw. lijl br bimtClf, Gnd,datcil Jan. 7th, he fay~ " the QQeen 

"01 , 



Mary's commiffioners ~ad unluckily taken a ftep, 
which the ~een and the ~een's rninifters could 
not but fuppofe to have diffolved their commif­
flon. They were merely (C fervitors" now H to 
the Scottifh <2Eeen," and not "comrniffioners" 
from her.* Elizabeth therefore could not /hew 
the papers to them~ or call for an "JIIj'WIT from 
them. If it had not been for this grand obftade 
to the bufinefs, {he would inflantly have ItJiJ all 
the ,evidences before them. .Hut, as it was, Jlle 
muft call upon Mary herfdf to anfwer. And, if 
!he will promife to anfwer, fhe iliall have 1"'<)") ill­
formation that is requijite. 

This is the very language of fairnefs. There 
are the very fentiments of honour. Nor can 
theif exiftence be doubted. They are recorded 
in the journals of the privy council. They are 
recorded as fuggefted to Elizabeth. They are 
recorded as f~ken by her. "If the fayd Bilhop 
" and his colleagues," fays a [peech framed by the 
privy council for Elizabeth concerning Mary's 
commiffioners, "had not, as it is JuppDjiJ, diC­
H J'Olved their commiffion by Scottilli protefta­
{C tions, whereby they have not, 01 il is /J1fJlIghl, 
(C now any authoritie to make anfwcr therto, 
(C TffEY SHULD BE MADE PR1VIE TO THE SAYD 

cc EVIDENCES A 0 PROOl"S, WHER.BY hir Ma .. 
(~ jeftie might have of them fome good anfwer." 
This addrefs was to be J;lW:Ic dir.eaJy to the 









to be produced, is now transformed into cc no­
ce thing." Elizabeth /;~s 10 be adv!!," concern­
ing the p~rfOrmall(8 of 'htr. OfOn pr_!ft. She 
wants time to confider, whether {be lhall grant ~ 
what foe has already olfrritl, what]ht bas offtred 
with earnejlnifs, what Ihe has iiIni,jI obtrude" 
upon the commiffioners in her %141 for Mary • . 
She is +debating t alld debating with herfelf, for 
feveral, for many, for fourteen daJ'S~ heth r the 
fhall allow what fue has alre.ady pro1tounced to be 
Ilbjv/ute/y, nec~l!ary to the making of Mary's an-
jwer, and abj?lutely ntce/!ary to the ma '1Ilellance of 
Mary's hontJur. At the end of that long period 
of confu1cation, the is ftill not refolved. Her 
confoltation has ended as it began. She is not 
yet able to give an an[wer, though ffie was 10 
pro,mpt with her proff r bt:fotc. I fer mind now 
requires to be impelled i to deci fivenefs on a 
poi!;t, on whid the weakeft cOl.lld hardly allow 
itfelf to av't'1\ and the wickedefl: would bt: al­
moO: athamed to hditate. 

The old requifition, the-ref ore, is reinfOI ced . 
by a new one, on tne 7th of January. Yet 
even this cannot give direCtion to that balanc­
ing tide-, which lately ran fi rapidly one way. 
Elizabeth frill wants two or three days more. 
She takes them. Sne ~e:t 'Ji.~. On tne fourth 
day, the commiffioners of Mary reminil ner.of 
their requifition. They tell her befor~ aU her 
council, and qefore Murray and all hi, afrociates . 
in vice, That they had already: offered. in ilic.ir 
miO:refs's nilfl1e, "to alllwer to all the calum­
"nie$ alledgit or pwducic aganis hir, SWA 



"nINO that rcho might have the copies of tt 
" pretend it writingis given in, qul:ilkis thay hay 
" DIVERSE TYMES ItEQ.YIRIT of d:.c: !tuene'J Mot­
ce itjiic and hir COU1!1llt, fuppois' [though] TH.JI. Y 

cc HAVE NOT AS ZIT OBTE T1T '1'HE SAMIN; and 
n 'HOW SON E that thay relfavit the co,Pies thairofs 
~r Jebo wald ol!1wer thair/o."· T his was a very 
fh.arp reb.llke from thefe tongues of Mary's em­
ploying. Elizabeth rdolyes to rel?ly to theit 
repeated requifition, two days afterward. But 
even then ilie cannot yet grant-what !he has 
declared it very reafonable to aik, what !he has 
pronounced it very neee{fary to grant, what !he 
his repeatedly infiftf'd upon Mary's alking, and 
her granting to he. She has ftrange feruples 
a tit her now. She lately ufed all the violence 
of expoftulation and remonfi:rance, to make Mary . 
promife an anfwer. Mary has promifed one. 
1\1ary has promifed one iA tht: fulleft and moO: 
formal manner. Yet Elizabeth is frill afraid, 
that !he will not anfwer. She has promift:d 
indeed. Sh has done all that Elizabeth a1ked 
her to do. But Elizabeth wants her now to dQ 
more. Elizabeth wants h.er to promife again. 
'Vill one promife, then, be more binding than 
~moth.er? And was any promife nee ffary at 
all ? Certainly not. If ary did not anrwer, be­
ca1.lfe the was refuted admittance to the prefence 
of Eliza~th; 80wever aConable the dc:mand 
might he for admittance, the .orId of half.­
iudgin& fools would undoubtedly have con':' 

11: GGOdall, ·i. 30·S• 

<lemne~ 



t+f 
d mned her as guilty. 'l'bis Elizabeth fuggefted 
to her. 'Ihis Mary knew without the fuggeftion. 
'1'his therefore fupetfcded the ne~effity. of any 
promife. It was a fttonger bond of obligation 
UpOD Mary, than aU the promifes ",hich Eliza­
beth could have demanded from her. Yet 
Elizabeth hoped and trofted, that file would not 
anfwer. She therefore, in the ufual tenour of 
her conduct, urged and preffed her to do­
what {be was frill perfuadtd the would 1IIt do. 
She held out the criminating pa~ts to her in one 
hand. She brandifhed the rod of infamy in the 
other. She called, the adjured, Ibe tnreacened, 
to make her take the (ormer. Unconfcious of 
all this, Mary had refolved to aft for them. She 
did a1k. Then the hands were haftily with­
drawn. The rod was flung away. The paper. 
were pocketted. And M-r was eaft off' with 
aJecol1d offi r, cI teeing them wJien her commif­
UODers had that authority to act, which Elizabeth 
herfelf previoufly acknowledged them to have; and 
when fhe herfelf had promifed to do, what file 
hau already promifed tWice, and 'Wbal in com­
mon fcnfe 1he needed DOt to have promifed at 
all. 

I have gone over this Cfioot man~ of 
Elizaaeth's fo partiCll1arl, order to !hew her 
in all her (hi tmg attitudes tL meaaDeft to her 
wild admiren. I chore to r rd'ent- . 
mehrs. I thod,ght i betttr daan to 
brand. I know not. whitha- lNllBaJ ~ a 
feverer punifbment an liJu. Ie WI! certainly 

-more agreeable to my • BUt I mutt DOW pro-
• TOL. t.:C «cd 



cetd to two or three other points. And I !hall 
then refign up Elizabeth to all her merited in­
famy, for the prefent. 

§ IV. 

WHE~Elizabelh, on the 10th of January, 
gave Wrray permiffion to depart into Scotland, 
and hen, on the I2oth, fhe took a formal leave 

him in her privy council; {he not only fent 
off the originals far from any infped:ion of Ma­
ry's or of her commiffioners, but {he alfo put an 
a!Jjolute end to the whole inquijition. When Murray 
appeared in the privy council on the loth, h<:: 
came with all his brother-commiffioners; with 
all that he himfelf" in the pretended name of 
the infan' fon of Mary, had commiffioned to 

act with him in the bufinefs. ic The ErIe of 
Murray," fays the regifter of Mary, c( AND HIS 

H COMPLICES, came before the ~uene's Majeitie's 
" counfal of Ingland:' Then Cecil fpoke to them 
thus: cc ~hairas the Erie of Murray, AND 

~c HIS ADHERENTTS cum in this realm, at the 
(C defire of the Quene's Majeftie of Ingland, to 
If ANSWBR TO SIC THINOIS AS TftE ~EN.E THAJR.. 

" SOVERAKE OBJECTIT AOANIS THAME AND THAIR 

Ie ALLEDOEANCES; hir Majeftie thinketh meiu 
" not to reftrain any farder the faid Erie AND HIS 

" ADHERENTIS libertie, bot fuffe him and thame 
" at thair pit-four to depart, relinquifhing rhame 
" in famin frait in the quhilk thay wer of 
*.qef;' the cuming withif,l this r('alme, I ill Jcho 

;'eirlfll:. :r of tb~ f<.unre Qf S(otl~d's A:iSWER to 
" fie 

I 
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cc fie things as has been al/edgit ago1tis hir. '. 
So alfo on the 12th) fays the fame regifter, " the 
H ~rle of Murray, and ALL his adherentis, came 
cc to the prefence of the ~ene's Majeftie of 
" I ngland, and gat licence to depart into Scot- • 
cc land."t There they were to ftay, till Eliza .. 
beth heard farther of Mary"s anfwer. But 
Elizabeth took care, that Mary lhould never put 
in any anfwer at a11, by withholding the letters 
from her. They were therefurl ' remitted into 
Scotland, ad Grecas calentlas, or for ever. And 
the inquifition was to all intents and pur~ft!!I 
eventually broken up, by this violent a,8:.. 

Thefe commiffioners had been conftitured. in 
order H to convene with the commiffionaris and 
(( deputis of t~ Q,Jene of England, at the Citie 
({ of York, or any other place or plads ther. lhall 
(C think convenient, and thair to make plane and 
" ample declaratioun to thame, for information 
" of our faid guid fifter~ of the" &c. "with aU 
« caufis" &c. "that herecfter fal fall out, U~T() 
cc THE RETURN OF OUR SAlOIS COMMISSIONA­

CC IUS."t They had accordingly appear~d at 
York and atWeftminfter. There, fromaccufed • 
perfons, they were allowed to become accufers. 
They put in their cbarge of murder againft 
Mary. Mary's- cot/lmijionerl r"ti'Utd II topy of the 
charge. They next produced their pretended au­
thorities for the cbarge, in ErOd Jcing the ktcen •• 
Mary's commifJionen required to Jce ~re 41-
ledged handwri ~ of their Q.2ecn. iJ.t fPt;1 

, Goodall, ii. sos. 
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sere 'IIJI tliJoflwi. They again required to fee 
them. '1 hty werl ./lilt not allow~d. They then 
required to have topies only. They promifed, 
if they might only have copiu l to anfwer fully 
aBet parti,.darlJ to the letters. Tet thdy were 
fluJ not .lIowed. And Elizabeth, hard-preffed 
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be given. The r~bel (Ommijfionlrs jhall ~t lent 
in an inftaTlt a'!v4y. Then, if Mary fhould 
at -!aft overcome every pretence of delay by every 

, compliance with requifitions, ,if Eli1.abeth fhould 
be fotced ' at Iaft to concede what {he. had fo long 
withheld, .and if Mary lhould prerend to difprove 
the dates and the: circumftances of the letters; 
yet who was there to rejoin to her? 

Who indeed was there to receivt her reply before? 
Not the comnHffioners of Elizabeth. '['bey were 
equally annihilated with the rebel commiffioners, 
'by the' departure of thefe into Scotland. And 
their commiffion was equally terminated by the 
aCt. Their fir} commiffion, that for the confe­
r~nce at York, ran in thefe terms. "I having/' 
fays Elizabeth, 'It fent and required tbem of the 
" other part, which profefs their obedience to 
cc hir [Mary's] fon the Prince, that fome of the 
tC principal of mt"m would come into our realme, 
" to anjwer to /riC'h tbings IlJ jhould be on tbe bt­
" halfe of our Jaid fijler oDjetfed Ilgainft thtrlS J­

« do make, conftitute, and ordaine Thomas," 
&c, "to commu,!e, ,trellt, and conclude, witb 
" 'James E, Ie oj Murra)', and Illi olbers of Ihl 
(( re4lme oJ Scotland, tbat }baJJ to., inlo our 
'c realme:'. Their jt"tlmd commiffion alfo, that 
for the conference at We1hnin1t~r, gives them 
~~thority in the fame lan~uage, " to belir, tom­
" mune, treale) order, and ,."cl.J,.-wiLh the 
" commiffioners deputiea or the Q!ene of 
"Scotts, lind 1I!fo ftJ;th tbl./41d ErIe if MltrrllJ 

• ~11. ii. 9""" 
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