
" and all others 4uthorized with hi", in comm!l­
cc }ion.". And the difmiffion of Murray and 
his brethren into Scotland, which. in an infhlnt 
cxtinguifhed the conference, in the fame inftant 
extingui1hed the authority of Elizabeth's com-
miffioners too. ' • 

Eli beth knew, that all this would be the 
con quence of fending away the commiffioners 
o either fide. She had therefore refufed to let 

/Mar.y's depart bc:fore. Thefe' had taken a vio­
lent difguft at the grofs partiality of Elizabeth, 
in [utfering the ba{tard Murray to appear at 
court with his recriminating accufations, while 
fue, the original accufer and a ~een) was kept 
at a diftance and in prifon; and at that affected 
prud~ry of Elizabeth, which was furely .th.'! very 
quinte{[ence of hypocrify in her, and made her 
fearful the fhould dithonour and difgrace for­
footh! the virgin purity of her own charat1:er, 
if {he admitted Mary to her prefence. They 
\herefore wilhed to terminate the conference, 
and to return home. ~ut lhe would not fuffer 
them to ftir •. She Continued the conference in 
fpit~ of their proteftations. , She kept' them at 
London in fpite of their petitions. And {he 
would not confent, fhe faid, that H any of them 
fC fhould depart into Sootland BEFOlll TlfE END 

cc OF TN-IS CONFEa.E~Ca."t Yet now~ now, fhe 

* G~ll, i. 19-r. 
t Ibi4i 269. Mary aifo t,hoq&ht the conference would be 

at an en( by 'her COlll1ljfiiooera leaving London. See her 
;u:ltirefs accorcling\y, not about Jan. 18. 1,69. as Goodall, ii. 
:12 Sf dates it: but about DtCCUlber 18, J 568, as p. 280-28 r J 

I'" "laitlit," 327, "~Jixclutf Ihis mone¢,·' and 3J8 {hew ...... 
. found . 
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ound it necdfary for the rtbel commiJjionlrs to do, 
what fhe would not ptrmit Mary's to do before; 

She had forefeen the neceffity from the be­
ginning. She had even provided for it. She 
knew from the beginning, that tbe Jetters would 
not bear an infpetl:ion, even by the dim light 
of a copy. She had therefore determiped they 
fhould not be feen at all, by Mary or by Mary's 
commiffioners. She had refolved, if Mary thould 
call for them, to cc whiftle them off, and let them 
cc down the wind" at once. Ie was accordingly 
entered in tht journal of her privy council, t'lJt1I 

fo early as the . 30th of Oflober befor" that cc afl" 
cc the meiTengers of Scotland SHALL HAVE SH~W­

" ED THAIR PROVES,-it is thought good, the: 
h ErIe of Murray jhould:.B£ LIC;tN$ED TO U­

" PAYRE HOME."· SO early did Elizabeth draw 
out the great outline of her own conduct in this 
bufinefs! So long was Murray's departUre de­
termined, before the day he was particularly 
ordered to depart! Murray indeed had put in 
his proofs on the 8th of December, about five 
weeks before. But a profpeCl: of terminating the 
w hole more happily than had been expefred at 
firft, had the" prefented itfelf to the mind of 
Elizabeth. The commiffionen of Mary had 
protefted, that they would proceed no further in 
the conference. ElizabesJ1 readilr caught at 
this. She haftened the produaion of the proofs. 
She called upon the comm' ftioDCfl, called 
llpon Mary.i 1he til atepro her, Ole bulIkd rhem; 
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fo to fweep .way the eommiffions and the con­
£; nees, the chargt, the proofs, and the reply, 
with one indignant ftr()ke of her hand. 

Goodall, ii. 
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Im~ file fhOuld be immediately reftored by 
the arms of Ehzabcth to her crown. She even 
fhcwed this imagination, in the f()f1nality of her 
commiffion for the conference. ce Forafameikill 
u as it hath pleafir," fays 1he, cc the Qgene.'s 
" Majeftie of Ingland,---to take ':Jpon her the 
Ie RESTORING OF US TO OUR R!ALMtAND AUTHO-

• C( JlITJE," &c.· Such was the expeCtation of Ma-, . 
ry, and ruch were the good grQunds upon which it 
was built! 

But what was the rerult? IVos Mary reftored 
to her kingdom? Or was 1he found apparmt/y 
guilty, and the murder plainly and manifdily prov­
ed upon her? She was certainly not found appa­
rently guilty. The murder was certainly 110t proved 
plainly ana ,tumifijlly upon her. I ndeed the procefs 
of inquiry had gone no farther, than barely t put 
in the pretended charge, and to JhtW the pretended 
proofs. The proofs were then withdrawn. All cool 
and fteadyexamination of diem, even by the judgts 
themfelves, was prevented. They refufed indeed 
to be fubmitted to the examination of anyone. 
T-hey ere properl}') therefore, no proofs at all. 
They would not be examined in perfoo. They 
""oulo not be examined by reprefentation. In 
this mode of condutting the bufinefs, and from 
thil Ufue to the wh e inquiry, nothing was, 

ins could be proved~ except the flimfinefs 
lCCufl' • If Mary had been never 
'I ecou1d never have been fhewn guilty 

by mode of 'edurc as this. Bur, as 
1 have .hinted more tban once before, fuch a 
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mode would never have been adopted, if fhe had 
b "en aCtually guilty. Murray was glad to 

efcape from hts own accufation, ",ith his ori­
ginals not openly detea: d to be forgeries. Eli­
zabeth Vla pleafed to terminate the whole 
conferenc abruptly, rather than fuffer Mary to 
fee, to detect, and to expofe, the forged evi­
dences againft her. And {he was even willing to 

fubfcribe to Mary's innocence, ht/ore Mary had 
an opportunity to fhew it by making a reply. 

In the very moments, in which {be licenfed 
Murray and his affociates to depart into Scot­
land, fhe ·pronounced the fentence of Mary' 
acquittal. She made her grand organ of bufi­
nefs, Cecil, to fpeak it in the prefence of all hIT 
privy council. 1 0 " the Erle of Murray and his 
" adh('rents" he faid, by the command of Eliza­
beth, and in the name of her founcil, That cc thair 
"had bene nathing fufficientlie producit nor 
" fchawin be thame aganis the <l!!ene thair fo­
" verane, Q.yHAIRBY the Quene ofInglanrl SOULD 

cc CONCEAV£ OR TAl{. ONY EVIL OPINION OF 

" THE QEENE, hir ~id fifter, for ony thing zit 
cc fene."* 

Nor can diis be confidered as equally a 
flourifu of policy, with thatjuftification of Mur­
ray, hich was pronouncea at the fame time 
and by the fame li~. Th~ latter runs in the 
following terms: "Thair has bene natbing de­
(( ducit aganis thame, as flit, that may impair 
u thair honour Of!al~ II. "t This is cYi-
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., in a much fainter tone than the other. 
e circumtWices alro are totally different. Eli 

ribeth would naturany be inclinod to pay com­
pliments to Murray, at the expence of truth. 
Htt inclination lay jult the contrary way to ards 

. ,1 Sh.e as likewife urged powerfully by 
the .6eceffity of her affairs, to juftify Murray in 

er to difmifi hitn. She bad no ruch urgency 
rom the fide of Mary. And Mary had yet 

produced no evidence againft Murray, while 
he had produced her own handwriting, as 
he pretended, againft her. Under aU thefe 
circumftances, the juftificatipn of Murray ftands 
upon ground totally diffi rent from the vindi­
cation of Mary. The latter indeed was plainly 
wrung from the hard and favage heart of E i­
zabeth, by the violence of her convictions, and 
the preffure of her affairs, uniting together at 
the time. 

Elizabeth t us p onounced Mary's innocence 
from the charge brought againft her. Elizabeth 
thus declared Mary's honou!:, to be noways full ied 
~ tbe imputations thrown out againft her. She 
affirmed, that {he had no rearon " to conceive or 
n take any evil opnion of for any thing yet 
feeD.v This is the ampkft vindication of 
Mary, diat · could ~y be given. It comes 
from her enemy, ner ~litical, her perfonal, ene­
lny. t C01ll~S from the confedC'ra~, th confi­
da1tC , fild. the maintaioft, Of her ufurping rebels. 

t co C!!I from her, 4fttt Ale ha. been trafficking 
with them· long i m if chief, in forgery, in every 
fpt:cies or ar.tfuf villainy. And it COltlts fi·om 
. . her 



her J even II/ttf' 1he has heard all their charge~ 
and even 4j'ltr the nas feen all their evidences 
-of adultery and murder again4 ber. 

But did Elizabeth reJqrt her af~r all? Mary 
is not only NOT found appare dy guilty. The 
murder is not only NOT proved plainly and m • 
nifeftly upon her. But Qie is even pl'9DOunced 
innocent and unfullied by the mouth of her 
enemy and her judge, at th clofe of all that this 
enemy and 'this judge wou d fuft"er to be tranf­
acted. She muft therefore be certainly reflored. 
She has a right to it, from the fundamental 
principles of the whole inquiry. She has a 
double right to it, (rom Elizabeth's full declara­
tion of her innocence. 

She may have a rigbl. But {he will not gain 
the pojfeJfiOll. Elizabf;tn might be brougli,t to 
tOn/t!li a great truth at a particular moment, 
from the via/met and lorl.,., of (liftrefs. Yet 
{he is ot one uta an honeiter woman, than file 
has always been before. The grandeft criminals 
ha ve done the fame in fimilf,r circumft necs. 
And if inftaJ)uy rcleared from the rack, woUld 
tbey have beaua to act hondtlf? Elizabtth had 
held out the reftGntion. tQ draw Mary 

thought of it no more, when 
thi wa over. She DO ., dill .OT Jl60rc her. 
She 'len fent the ufurper of her thtono away, 
wirh a promire to maintain is lurboijq, and 
wit" II Jot»I '" flYI 1~u.i(m1iJl 
him in it.· She ~ in P!ifon 



BUT, to complete the parts of this enor­
mous whole, I muft ada one thing more. It is 
this. Not content to mangle the fine perfen of 
Mary with the murderous axe, Elizabeth even 
proceeded to a frill greater excefs of guilt. She 
exerted all thellarts of Hell, to mangle her repu­
tation alfo. 

She had tot~ly prevented Mary from mak­
ing y reply to the letters produced againft her, 
by rdufing her all fight of them at one t.ime~ 
and by dofing abruptly the ole inquifition at 
another. Yet the herfeJf 11 been compelled, 
at a particular moment, [0 pronounce the eulo­
~m of her innocence. S~e acquitted her from 

cry ~~de of dlfhonour, that bad been fo vio­
lendy pted to be thrown over the luftre of 
her cbftffer by the letters. And, in lefs than 
three yean' after,wards, {be pUDlifhed thoJe very 
klllrS, in order clipfe her character for ever. 

She 
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She puhlifued them as prDofs of aJUll"" as prDof. 
of mur"er, againft her. She publi1hed them as 
proofs jubjalllilZled al thl Ii-. And, with the 
malignant induftry of the Arch-fiend himfclf, 
ilie circulated them over the illaRd and over t 
continent. 

This is [uch a crowning addition to an the 
flagitioufnefs of Elizabeth before, and gi cs her 
[uch a horrible pre-eminence in guilt; thatjuftic:c 
ought notto believe it even of lier, without a 1~ 
iliare of evidence for it. This therefore tha1l be 
given. And it {hall be fully given. 

The original letters were now gone back to 
their native north. But copies of them were ftin 
in London. They were only with Elizabeth, 
however. They had indeed been deliver d to 
her commiffioners. Yet in {uch a governmcn~ 
as Elizabeth's, where the genius of the <l!!een, 
and the habits of the ~le, threw a contral. 
ing awe over all tbe departments of the ftate. 
they were properly ftill in tht cuftody of Eliza­
beth. And in a few days after that delivc~, as 
I have already fuewn, the very e iftence O£ the 
commiffJ,oners ceafed, and all their papers would 
be then remov.ed iR 0 Cecil's office. ThC letters 
were even delive at firli into, and ever after­
wards continued in, die ~ of Cecil hi.l1lfe1f, 
as at once a commiffioncr ad tij.c Cocf~~A.I'Y. 
" The copies of all qubilk letteris," &'ys'Murray; 
in [orne inftruc9:ions wrieten t· nEbs 
afterwards, being" conferrit, rc;d, c enr. 
C( wer tMi'7Jeril to Mr. S«rltll", in ~ blRlfliz 

. ~ 1N.1 



t Ibid. i. 106. 

I ufe 
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'Ute to the King of France, in order to aifi"uad 
him from taking part with the imprifoned Mary. 
it i added thus. tc and here were it not amifs 
"to have di'lJff':1 of BUCHANAN'S LITTLE LATUf 

cc BOOKS) tQ prefentt if n~ld il, to the Killg as 
" from yourftlf, and likewife to fome of die 
"other nob/emm of his council; for THEY WILl,; 

cc SERVE' TO 0000 EFFECT TO DISGRAC! HER; 

(( which m~ be dflne, BEFORE olbn' Pll1PofiS 11111 It 
"auained:'· This let er, which, like a record 
of the laft day, difclofc:s the whole heart and 
foul of Elizabeth in the bufinefs, appears plainly 
from the tenour of it to have been written ijier 
the other. The other fpeaks of the publication 
as recent. This paffes over the circumftance, as 
not recent and well known. They evidently 
ftand in a very neat relation to each other. • 
And this reBeCts a {hong light Qack upo.n that. 
It alfo receives a light refleCted back from the 
fubfequent 1 ttet, which thews it to have been 
written, like the firft, in the: month of Novem­
ber, and while there was only a /Atilt edition of 
Buchanan's boo yet p\lbliilied. • 

But fays Cecil in his fir) letter, for he was, 
no doubt, the author of both, though he does 
not appear to be 0: "I hear it ts to be tran(· 
r lated into Engli1h, 1tith addition Of many 

cC other fuppleme.nta af like c nditiono" It was 
accotdingly publiJhcd in EMiiih, within tHel". 
four 'Wleks afterwa.rdt. And rome of the" (up. 
cc plements of ike condition.- be reO: or 

TOt r. 



'fhefe therefore rot It have been, 
~uatly with the former letters, all publifued by 
EMKbeth and Cecil. He, we fee, knew of the 
intentioa and plan, before it was execuled. It 
was ex.ecu d immediately, and in that very 
month of No~mber. We have a lett~r written 
at Leith in Scotland on the 14th of December, 
jn that year; which fpeaks of the work as hav­
ing been Ibm publifhed in England. (( Thay 
H haTe fet OUJ; in IngJand," fays the author, 
~( and newlie fet out," he adds in -another place, 
(( our Q...uene's Iyf; and procefs, baith in Lati11 
cr and l"l'ijh, quhair-in is cont nit the clifcourfe 
" of hir tragical doingis, the pracefs of the Erie 
(C of Bothwell's cleoging," cleanfing or acquittal, 
(( hir {onnettia and letteris to bim, the depofiti­
u ounis of the perfounis execute, and .cartelIis 
(C e([er the K.'s munher. In appearance TRAY 

" t:tl'VE NATHING tINSET OUT TE DINO TO RIR 

cc J FAMIE, and to milk tbe Duke of Northfolk 
fC Odious, quba h2S a .wait benevolen€:e of the 
U people.". To the Latin edition' of the De­
tectipn were fubjoincil only t three firf\: let­
ters. To the Englifh were annexed t efe three 
letters; "i/o'" them, the fecond contract of 
marriage, the -«ial and acguittal of B thwell 
(or the marder, and fQnntr.; ill F nch and 
SCOtch; and tift". th tbe i 
the ick.ets ftuck ~ on ~thwellJs acquittal, 
the 'C mons. . poor Hay, Dalgleilhe, 
~ p. ~, and 'fGme lading exclamation 

.. againft. 
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they belong only to the [econd part of it, which is 
entitled (( ane oratioun wid;: declaratioun of evi­
ce dences;" the other in the latter par(, in the parties 
I( OWN contraB:es, fonges, lettere;,," &c. "The 
H booke ilfelf," it adds, ff with the oration of 
Ie "idence~ ;s written in Latin by a learned man 
Cf of Scotland, Mr. George Buehinan.-It was 
(( lifo overfeen, and allowed, and exhibited by 

them," the Lords of the privie council of 
Scotland, " as mater that thay have offered, and 
" do continue in ojferyng, TO STAND TO AND JUS­

H TIFlE, before our Soveraigne Ladie, or hir 
"Highneffes commiffioners in that behalfe ap­
cc pointed. And what PROF! thay have made 
cc of it already, when thay were here for that 
"purpofe, and the fayd aumour of the fayd 
I( booke one among them; when BOTH PARTIES, 

cc or their fufficient procurators, were here pre­
e( rent INOIFFERENTLIE to be heard, and so WERE 

cc HEARD INDEED!: all good fubjeCts may ttJjely 
"gather be our raid Soveraigne Ladye's pro­
ce cedyng fins the [aid hearyng of the caufe, 
" wbo no d01l1 would nt'Ver have fo flayed her," 
Mary's, "requ,eft, but rather would have added 
"enforcement, by minijlri1tg of tJ)'de to the Lady 
cc Mary of Scotlana, lor her ,.,jUlulion ... • So 
fhamelefsly impudent r Elizabeth and Cecil, 
in atferting both parties (0 have been heard in 
tbe wquifition, and bOth to hav, been' heard 
impartially aDa in renm; finally the proof o~ 

convicted 
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convicted guilt in Mary; on the very perfidiouf­
nefs of Elizabeth to her. 

But both the add refs arid the comparifon went 
on, in a higher uniron of malignity, to do 
that « which was to be done, before other pur­
ee pofes could be attained." The adruefs there­
fore fays, that H of late hathe bene publifhed­
" a treatife, dettCling the FOULE DOYINOEI cL 
" fome," Mary, "THAT HAVE niNi DAUNOE­

(( ROUS TO OUR NOBLE QEEN B) by which aette­
H tion is induced a very exceHent comparifon for 
cc all Englifumen to judge, whether it oe good 
(C ~o chaunge QpENES or no, and there1lrith a 
( C necefl"ary enforcement to every hon¢ft man, to 
cc pray heartely for the long continuance of our 
" good mother to rule over us, that our pofte­
fC ritie may not fee her place left empty for a 
'.' PERILOUS STEPDAME:'· Btlt the comparifon 
fpoke out in much ftronger terms dian thefe. 
It fpoke thus: ({ Now jud~, EngliLhmen, gif 
" it be gude to change <2!!ENES, 0 uniting, eon­
ce founding! hen rude Scotland has 'VOMIT!!) 

cc A POYSOUNE. muft fyne England rck it up 
" for a reftorative? 0 vyle indignitie I WHILES 

« yctuR QUiNE'S ENtMY LIVETH. bflt DANGER 

cc CONTINEW.ETH. Defperat neeetnti~ will dar 
" the uttermoft. 0 ambirione f fed with proC­
ce peri tie, nourilbed with indulgence, irrilale 'With 
cc adverjitie~ not to be NEOLEC:rJlD, TRUSTJD, 

cc nor PAR DON IT." t So outfageO\iOy abu e were 
Elizabeth and Cecil againft Marj, when thq 

4!' GopdaU, ii. 376. 
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nies upon calumnies, that have been he~ped by 
a contlnual fucceffion of fianderers on the head 
of Mary, for 'two c,.nturie . paft. 

She did not, in~eed {oreree the amllzing extent 
of her crimes, at the time. or do any criminals 
fOIefee the extent of theirs. Like Eli;l:abech, they 
look not beyond the prefent moment. They re .. 
fiea: not, that there is a 'l)~m in iniquity, which 
runs farther than the line of human life; which 
~orrodes and fefi"'s, wh~I1 the heart that dictated 
ana tbe hand that executed it, ar~ both crumbled 
into dult; and which continues to burn OD, to 
other ages~ ;md to other worlds. And let me in 
the proper fentirnents of ChriR:ianity add, that 
the foul' of Elizabeth 'at this inftant; whether it 
is confined in the manfions of mifery, or lodged 

. among the fpirits of the bleffed, is now, I doubt 
not, looking back. to ~11 her long tranfatlion$ 
1ith Mary, and to their longer confequences, 

either with a folemn 6gh of penitence over the~ 
or with the pangs and the groanll of ~Il over­

. whelming f{!morfe for them. 



f.T'\HIS long and ufeful diffethon of Eliza­
:¥.1. beth's and of Mun:ay's conduCt in the ex­
hibition of the letters, proves in the fulleft manner 
the lively conviaion, that they mutua:lly had upon 
their minds, conc.erning the forgery of them. 
They both very plainly knew them to be forged. 
They were both very plainly apprehenfiv~ of a 
detection. And they very plainly tQO~ fuch ex.J 
traordinary meafures as they did, in o.rder to 
prevent it. This appears ftamped in th~ ftrcngdl: 
charatter$, upon the forehead of the whole~ Nnt 
merely one, or two, or three of the facts pr~ced - . 
ing, carry this ftriking fignature upon them; 
but all. All bear the records of their 0 n 
1ham~ with them. And they all concur in one 
unrfonn attefl:ation of infamy, againft themfelves, 
ag' the letters, againft the doers of thofe, and 
~brainft the employers of thefe. 

Well, therefore, might the principal perf ODS i~ 
England, at the condufion of the conference, 
form that decifive opinion of MjU'f's innocence~ 
which they plainly appear to hay formed. Mr: 
. J:tler: WI!-S the firll po ftOticed the f~Et. He 
inferred it very juiN m the large and power­
f~ll c federacy amollg them, for the marriage of 

arY, Q the Duke of Norfolk. - But w'e need 

no~ 



MARY Q...UEEN OF SCOTS. 

pot refl: the point upon an inference. \Ve have a. 
clear and cotemporary authority for it. We ha"e 
it even with an addition of evidence and energy. 
And 'f the no les ofEngl~C1d, tha were appointed 
(' to heare and examine al fuch matters as qle 
f ' rebels ihoQld lay ag~inft the Q2ene/' fays the 
Bifhop of Rofs, only a few mooths after the 
he,aring and examination were ended, 'f have 
fC not onely FOUND THE SAID Q.Y.EEN! INNOC,NT 

f' AND curt-TLESS OF 'tHE D E ATH OF HEJl HUS­

~c B'A,NO.) but ,doe withal FULl.Y UND;EllSTAND, 

fC tb,ar her ACqUSERS were the very CO:NTllIVERS, 

! ' D,EVISERS, PRACTITIONERS, and WORKU.S of 

" the ' [aid murther: and have further alfo fa 
f' much, encrea/ed, and in Juch Wife rmewed the good 
"eftimatio1$ and great bope thay a/waitS bad of 
fC be1:, now :FERFEG'l'LY I;.NOWINC HEiR lNNO-

11 CENCY, and thertQ moved XHROUGH OTHi1t 

(C PRINC.£;L Y Q.YALITlns RESP..Ll!NDENT IN HER, 

~C with many whereof fh i lTIuch adorned and 
!' fingularly endowed, THAT THin HAVE IN 

,( MOST liAR NEST WISE SOLICITED .AND ENTAEAT­

(C ED, that !he might be RESTORED AOAIN~ TO 

" HER HONOUR AND CRQUNE. Thay, have MOVAI> 

~( THE SAID Q.YENE 0:£ SCOTLAND alfo, that it 
C( may pleafe her TO ACCEPT AND LIKE OF THB 

fC MOST NOBLEST MAN 07. ALL ENOLAND, be­
,H tween whome and pel' the-re might be a mar-
4C riage concluded, t9 the quieting and comfort of 
if both the realmes of Engl3nd and Scotland. 
fC Finally, the nQblemen of tb.is our real me, AC­

~( KNOWLEDGE AND A'::C'E'PT HER, FOR THE VIRY 

~'l'RU~ AND iHGH;r ~IUR 4"ARENT OF THII 

~, llfAL .t:4' 



, "ll'lALMI 01' ENGLAND, being fully minded 
.. aad alwaies ready (when God {hall fo difpofe) 
"TO Jllelnn AND S;ERVE H.Elt. AS THAllt. UN­

n DOUBTED Q.Y1NE,MAIST1UtS5E,A~D SOVERAIGNE; 

" whe~by it may cafdy appeare HOWE WEL T H AY 

f( LIKE OF H~R CAUSE, THAT HAD THE HEARI NG 

Ie AND TRIAL OF THE SAME, although thay never 
• fC as yet came in her prefence."· Nor is this 
merely the language of Mary's friends. An 
enemy, even a Throgmorton, fays as much. In 
a Jetter ta Lethington, of July 20, 1569, fpeak­
ing to him of his "~een's reftoration and 
" marriage to the Duke of Norfolk," he fays 
thus: " Sure I am, you do not judge fo flen­
" derly of the managing of this matter, as to 
" think WE have not ca{~ the worft, or to enter 
(C therein fo «far without the affiftance of the 
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folicited Mary to marry Norfolk, for the 
eventual union of the two kingdom ; and that 
they profe1fed themfeJves ready and refolute, on 
the demife of Eliza h, to acknowledge Mary, 
as they aCtually acknowledged her fon, for ~he 
rightful Sovereign of both.· 

Nor does the evidence of the forgery, arifing 
from the apprehenfivenefs of detection, end here. 
The f.1.me pri nciple of cautious policy equally' 
fuews itfelf, in ,\nother part of the hiftory of 
thefe letters. Mutray, who acted with fo much 
of the timoroufuefs of guile about him, while be 
was (:o-operating with Elizab,eth, aeted jufl: in 
the fame Inanner, when he was left entirely to 
his 0wn operaticrflS. He WllS equally th n a 
knave, fearflll of rleceCtion, and guarding againft 
it. . And he equally betrayed hi~ knavery) by 
that Yay fearfuln fs and thofe very guards. 

The }etters were not conftantly in the public 
eye, from the p dod of their firO: appearance 
before it. They were feen. They difappear.ed. 
They appeared again. But, in almoft everyone 
of thefe abfences, the comet, though l;1fferted 
to he the fame, {till preftnted a different face 

4- So Mllry, In a letter written at the moment, and dated 
J an. 5, 1568-9> fays thu : ' " The faid Q.gene, our guid 
"fifter, and hir cO\lfJfa!. Iolaw thail' fals ~nventiounis and 
"offences praaifit aganis us, to cullour thair tr~ifoun and 
" wickit ufur,patiouQ; {W~ that it f~l1 be manifeft to /1,11 the 
" world quhat qlCIl tha)' ~r, to our nour, and contentment 
" of our faythful fubjetlis. For, "....,vjt 111 GDd, Dttr frien.tlis 
"ittcre/Ji/, and thairis 4ecr1Jis, Jaylie." (loodaU, ii. 3 I S. 
And fee alto Lefler's NCr'!iation&, 51-$:, SS, 58, and 62. 
And~rr0'i ij. , 

to 



to ilie world. And there was a real alteration 
t alIDoft every return, in the form or in the fub­

ftance of thefe redoubted writings. This could 
not have been the cafe, if the writings had been 
authentick. They could never have varied in 
their form. They cO\11d never have changed in 
their fubftance. They muft have appearedi and 
they muft have been, exaCtly the fame; from the 
firft moment of their exhibition, to the laft. The 
principle of identity within them, muft have 
given them an uniformity of look and afpeCl:, 
in all the different ftages of their exiftence. This 
indeed they might equally have had" if they had 
been merely forgeries. But they would be fure 

have had it, jf they had been re~lly gen ine. 
And, only as forgeries~ could they have been 
cap~ble of any variation at alL 

1 t is a very fingular circumftance in the 
genius of guilt, that it is ever apprc:henfive of 
difcovery, that it is ever endeavouring to fec'Jre 
itfelf againft it,,· and tbat' it is ever difcovering 
it$elf by the aCt. This is lls {hiking in itfelf, 
as It is h:tppy in its confequences for man. Ho­
llefty frands firm upon its own unfailing balis. -It 
dreads not expofure. It filews not folicitude. Ie 
ufes not any preventive arts. Dut villainy is con­
tinually fhifting its ground. It is always haunted 
·ith· fufpicions. It is always on the watch for 

dangers. It is always O:rengtb~ning itfelf againft 
them. And thus i it continu3.1ly difclofiog its 
dange.n, its fufpicions, and lits villainy, to an 
attentive eye. The coward provokes the attilck, 
by preparing fo timoroufiy for it. The ferpent 

points 



MA'll Y Q...UEEN OJ' SCOTS. 

-points out the moB: vulnerable part of' hi& body:. 
by covering it fo. cautiouOy with the reft. The 
viUain never thinKs himCelf recure, while he ha~ 
rime for feeuring himfdf ftill moce. He will 
" make [urety doubly fure." He wm cr take a 
" bond of fate'" itrelE:, for his own prefervatlon .. 
And he witI betray himfelf completely by a.Il. 
So Murray aCted. H~ forged the letters. He 
then revifed them. He revifed and correB:ed. 
He again revifed, and he again correce d. Se . 
was,lcontinually C\t \fork, with all the affiduity of 
a painter over a favourite piec~J in giving thern 

The patient: touches of 'un\\'earied art. 

One alteration was fucceeded by another. The 
letters ' pr~greffively PUt on a variety of faces" 
under his reforroing hand. And dlUS did he !J,S 

loudly proclaim ,the forgery of them to the ear: of 
reafon, as if he ha.u told it by he mouth pf :I. 
herald and the found of a trumpet. 

Many of the changes, which, t;h~ It;tters un­
derwent in this manner, are undoubtedly loft: to 
our knowledge, from the wapt of minQte qa8:­
nds in the original records concerning them. 
But th,C!re are feveral, that ate very diftinguHh­
able at prefeQt. There I !hall bring forth into 
view. , And for that.purpo[e I thall trace. ,thefe 
H children of the mind," from the firft .and 
earlieft notice which we have of them, ftom tRe 
firO: [peck of life which we c~!l difcover in them, ' 
[he very pl{1ttium fa/iOls of their exi{ttnc~, to 
theIr fQIl maturiry of manhood, at the final ex­
hibition in London •. 



§ II. 
THE fidl: point to be afcerta~ned in the hif­

tory of thefe remarkable writing, is the grand 
:ICl'a of ~ir original appearance to the world. 
Thi. the rebels have fixed to be the period of 
their own difcovery of them. But the one is 
very different from th~ otber. On either foot­
ing, however, the proalttJion of fuch a monfter 
muft form a very remarkable · epocha, in the 
annals of its exiftence. And the rebels give us 
this colJective accoun of both. 

In 1567, and on June, 20, fays a journal of 
their fabrication, which I fuall particularly dwell 
upon hereafter, "DALGLJ!ISHE, chalmer-child 
H [chamberlain] to my Lord Bothwell, wes takin, 
U and THE BOX AND LETTERIS quhilk he brought 
" out 0; e CASTELL. About this tyme myLord 
(f Buthwell tied be fea to the north."· This article 
in the journal is of confiderable importance to us . 

. It fetdes th precife day of the difcovery. It 
therefore prcfents .a fair mark fcr the !hafts of 

.. ifm. But it wIDes in circumftantiality, what 
it gains in precifion. It was plainly drawn up, 
fome time after the faa: fpecificd. It therefore 
refers in fuch a tone of familiarity, to the ante­
c~dcnt ideal ef° the reader; f~kincr only of 
If /be ' box and lctteri$," and dtinki!l it un­
W!J:ctfary te particularize, what box al1 d what 
leurr' ere ant y rAe words. At d accord­
iAgly, as 1 fban lhew ia the fequel, it did not 

• Appendix, No. x. 
make 
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m~ke its appearance in publick, till ElORTtEN or 
NINBTEJi;N .MONTHS afterward, even till the time 
of the fecond conference in England. But, from 
the oral traditions of the rebels at thefe two coo­
fen:nces, the Biiliop o( Rofs ha'5 informed us of 
one important circu(llibnce, additional to the 
account in the journal. « It is (or[ooth/' he cries 
oue with a manlydifdain at the:: alledged difcoverr .. 
" A 'BOX OF tETT.ERS, taken from one Douo­
H LEYSH, who waS execu ed for the Lord DarIeys 
" death, the Earles man forfooth. which letters he 
« P.ECEIYEP at Edenborough, of one SIR J AMU 

cc BA&FOURE, TO CONVEY To HIS M.A.ST.)R."· 

And Buchanan: 11as dilated hoth there accounts 
iilto this full and circumftantial hiitory. {( Me­
fC mO['lndum," he fays tt the end of his petec­
tion, H chat . n the CASTELL of Edinburgh 
"thair :w~s LEFT BE THE ERL.E BOTHW2Lr., 

cc befpir his Being away," about June the 20th, 
a,s in the journal above, (( and WAS SEND [fent] 
cc FOR be one GEORGE DAGL1SCHE his fervand, 
" quha WAS TAIUN BE 'I'RE ERLE 0' MORTOUN, 

« ane [mall gylt coffer, not fully ane foot long, be­
l( iog garnifchit in' findrie places with the Roman 
" le.tter F. under ane Kingis crowne," as ha";' 
iog belonged to the Q!een's late huiband, 
Francis, (C qul}airin wer c;ertanc letteris aDd 
(( wrytingis weill bawio,. aDd be aithit (oaths] 
H to be affirmit to have bene written with the 
"~ene of -Scow awi and to 1'hC ErIe 

" "Both-
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Cf Bothwell:'. But this hiftor ,like the accoui'It 
before, was not given till long after the event. 
It was not given in the original MS. of the 
Detection. It was not given in the Latin pub­
lication of it.t It was. not given before the 
Engliib publication in the end of November, 
1571, nearly TWO YEARS AN 0 HALF after the 
date of the a!ferted faCt. 

We have however another account of this 
pretended difcovery. It is earher in its date. 
Yet it is not nearly cotemporary with the fact. 
It is not within any moderate diftance of time 
from it. It is not earEer than the 16th of Sep­
tember, J 568. And it is therefore, though the 
earlieft that the rebels have formally chofen to 
give US; not lefs than FIFTEEN MONTHS pofteri­
our to the event itfelf. It is contained in Mur­
ray's 'receipt to the privy council, for" ane f'ilver 
" box owergilt with gold) with all miffive let­
teris," &c." quhilk box. and haill[ whole] pecis 
cc within tlie famyn, were takin and fund with 
cc umquhiU [uncle] GEORGE D.UGLEISCH:!, fer­
er "8nd to the faid ErIe Bothvile, upon THE 

"xx. DAY OF JUNll, ye zeir of God, 1567 
;, zeiris." t This prefents us with the earlieft 
notice that we have from the rebels, of Dal­
glciilie's CORcern in the carria~ of the letters. 
But, even tbl1l, Dalgleifbc hatt ell dead nearly 

.. De~on, 92, ARdU(OI1, ii. In Hiil. xix, 3741 this 
i. exprefaly faid te) have been, "quam, a Francifco 

" priore marito acceptam, Regina Bothuelio dedcrat." 
t ~ Jebb, i. 16~J70. ~ App ndix, o. iv. 

NlNE 



NINE month. He was hanged by the reb I 
themfdves on the 3d of January preceding. 
crhen the rebd~ could fpea out, of his coming 
for the lettersJ of hi receiving themJ and of hi 
being intercepted with them. Bllt they could 
not before. They had two very particular calls 
to [peak our, the very month immediately pre­
ceding his death. They then dwelt with a 
moft extraordinary energy upon the lett rs. Yet 
they were completely filent concerning the mode, 
by wh~ch thefe important doruments were d -
rived to theif hands. They f; id not a word of 
Dalgleilhe. They utterea not a fyllable of his 
or anyone's coming to the cafUe for them, of 
his or anyone's receiving them there, and of his 
or anyone's being taken with them on his re­
tum. Upon this point, abfolutely necefi'ary a 
it was to authenticate them, they are ftudiouOy 
and affeB:edl y Iilenl. t However neceffary in 
itfelfJ it was not to be fpoken then. THE MAN 

WAS STILL ALIVE. ButJ after hi eath, they 
could be as talkative and as circumftantial a:; e 
here fee them to be. And thefe two incidents 
in their publick conduCl:, thus f.'lirJy oppofed to 
each other, and ihewn the IJlore livdily by the 
contraft, form an vidence of forgery in the 
afferted faB: of the difcovery, that muO: ftrike 
upon every ffi1 

But, as I hav hinted already, we have another 
box of Mary's in this c nfeDion. It is entirely 
different from the former. '1: t it is equaJJy 

.. DeteCtion, 1;9-
• VOL. I. 

t GOodall, ii. 64-67. 
N Mary's, 
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M'ry's, and equally fent by her to Bothwell. 
We have the account of it., immediately after 
the account of the other. The ~een, it is faid, 
(( quO elle aUoit a .Seton," told Paris to carry 
4' une caffette" to Bothwell's chamber in the 
palace; and juft afterwards, 4C pvis apres., lui 
'c <;ommande de prendre SON COFFRE DES BAGU ES, 

C"C et les faire porter AU CHAST.E.'t t,T, et Ie de­
(C livrer entre les mains de Sieur de Skirling. 
"pour 10rs Capitaine foubz Monfieur de Bod­
., wel."· Here the mention of the coffer, as 
the box: in which the ~een kept her rings, 
and confequendy all her jewels; the order for 
conveying it to the caftle; and the command to 
deliver it into the hands of Bothwell's deputy 
there. all fix it to be the very cafket for the 
letters. Thus are we diftraCted betwjxt the two 
Dromios and the two Antipholufes, fometimes 
believing the one to be genuine, and fomctimes 

, denying the other to be fpurious; till we arc in­
volved in a Comedy of Errors about them . . But 
in the prefent cafe we come to {; e plainly at !aft, 

< that, however fuch a miftakemightvery eafily arife 
when there were TWO Dromios and TWO Anti­
pholufes, yet it could not poffibly have happened 
when there was only ONE of each. In nature 
it ould not. It could only in that poor repre~ 
~ntation of natur(', which the couDttrfeiters of 

OFeracioDs frequently ma.k<") and in which 
~y "ilnicate humacity 1'0 abominably," that 
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every judfc10US obfer"er cries out at the view, 
Thou art "a piece of art." And art was here 
impofed upon by its pamon!. \Vith an eager 
offidoufnefs of fpirie coming forward to the fup­
port of forgery, it adds falfehood to falfehood 
with fuch a ready tongue, that it entanglts itfelt 
in the [nares of its own tale, and deftroys the 
caufe which it was meaning to deft rid. Re­
[olved to obviate the very natural objeCtion, of 
Mary's letters to Bothwell being found in a box 
of Mary's, and not in a bolt of BothweU's; it • 
inftantly creates an order from Mary, fur the 
tran[miftion of one of her bo:x,es to Rothwell. 
Nor is it content with this. It will do more. 
The work of creation is eafy to it. 'Ihis there-

. fore leads it on. The keen deIire of fecurin 
the point beyond all poffibility of objection here~ 
after, fiimulates it ftrol1g1y. From the united 
imptllfes of both, it provides TWO boxes for the 
emergency. And thus it 10 far C( out-fieps the 
(' modefty of nature," as to enter upon the con­
fines of madnefs itfelf j and, like the tllad hero 
in Statius, has TWO Thebes and TWO funs ap'~ 
pearing before it. 

This however is the whole of the notices, 
-hie]) the rebels have thought pro~1 to give us 

l:merly ami in form, concerning the pretended 
difrovery of the letters. We h e already found 
fome of the more detached parts, burdened with 
their own falfehood, and wplghed down with rhei .. 
own conrradiCtarineii.. But let us now proceed 
to examine the more important parts, And we 

fli~l 



then- behold th contraditi:orinefs and th 
falfehood, prc;.ffing with a frill heavier weight 
\lpon the whole. 

Bothwell, fay the rebels, befo,re his flight to 
the north about June the 2.oth, and even, as they 
muft mean, before his departure from din­
,borough on June the 7th,~' left in the caftle of 

"../ EdinborouO'h a ftrong box, which had once 
been preft'nt d by Francis, King of France, to 
Mary his <l!.!een, which had been fince fent by 
Mary to Bothwell, and in which Bothwell had 
repofited Mary's letters to him. But WHY did 
Mary fend this box to Bothwell? On this point 
the confeffion, the journal, and the DeteCtion are 
equally memo Tht'ir refpeCl:ive authors could 
not invent any reafon, that would appear fatif­
faa&- even to their own imaginations. They 
had a ready fhewn the box in England, with the 
fignatures of Francis upon it. They wele there 
fore compelled to adhere to the box for ever 
afterwards, in fpite of the abfurdity which at­
tended the feleetion of fuch pofiwry. They 
had overlooked the abfurdity themfelves. It 

as firft fllggdted to them, no doubt, at the 
Hrft production of the repofitory in Weftminfter. 
And this m~ae them attempt to preclud tht' ob­
jeCl:iol1 wlth fuch unfortunate zeal, in the fecond 
confeffion of P ·s. It was Ilfteruu".ds obferv d 
probabl~" that this confeffio had defeated itC! If 
in. its zeal. It had created a ouple of boxts. 
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employed Nicholas Elphinfton in the office of 
felling them, who was one of Rizzlo's murder s, 
who was pardoned at the folicitation of Murray, 
anQ. who continued an attive implement of his 
to th laft'. * Murray fent him ith them into 
England; made prefents of fome of them to 
Elizabeth and to her miniftry, both having the 
infinite meanhefs to accept them J and fold the 
re~ in Flanders and In Ftance.f And a long 
while afterwards, in a moft unlucky moment, 
and when all their ftars {hone very inaufpiciouOy 
upon them, they appropriated the ilItet to tbe 
r ceipt of their forged letters. 

Mary however is faid by the rebels) to nave 
fent one calket up 10 the taftk. This thetd'ore 
was certainly frored with jewels. The Jewels 
were too valtMlble to be left expofc:d to the 
coming danger.' And for that reafon they were 
depofited in the hands of a man, who was lieu­
tenant-governor of the caftlc under Bothwell. 
Thi was done, we are told, fome littl~ tim 
after the murder, when the Cl!!een went away to 
Seton, about the 21 it of F cbruary, 1567. But 
thm there was no danger coming. 'Iben there 
was e:ven no alarm of danger. Sbe therefore 
could not fend ber jewels to die catUe Iben. 
And when .the danger aauaUy came, in the be­
ginning of JUGe, {he did not fend her jewels to 

.,. AndcIfon, Iv. pt. i. 63, Ill. Leftey'."NegotiatiolU, 83. 
Keith, ApI'. 16'}. H"d\. 300, 4.3, k. and Me. " 1, 93· + Jebb, u. u9. . 
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the caft1e. S~e left them at Holyrood-houle, 
~en 1he was obliged to abandon it herfelf. 

So abfurd and [alfe appears theftory of the 
calket, in any light in which it can be held up 
to the eye of the underftanding 1 Yet, in this 
calket, the rebels fay that Bothwdl repofited his 
letters from Mary. Bothwell, we arc to fuppofe, 
took out the jewels, fold them privately, and 
fupplied their place with the letters. Thefe 
letters he muO: have received at his own apart­
ments in HolyrQocl-houfe, even at thofe very 
apartments, to which Mary fent the firft box 
of the confeffioo, the box that her c?mptrol­
!er bad brought' her out of France. 1 n thore 
lodgings, therefore, this· box and the fetters 
now met for the firft time. The It''tter3 from 
Glafgow, as I £hall {hew hereafter, mull: have 
been there before the box. And the letters 
from Stirling muft have come thither to it 1UC­

ceffive1y aft rwards. So far the train is in re­
gular order. There is no embarraIfment yet in 
he lin of the proceIDon. But one arifes im­

mediately. This is a great one. The letters 
and the box are united together at Holyrood­
houfe! But how come they together into the 
came? Of this we have no account at all. And 
the moft material link in the chaia of convey­
~nce.. h.s flerc been forgotten to 6c fi.>rmed by 
the reb~ls. Let us therefore turn to the- jecond 
bo of the confcffion, and fee if the tranfiniffion 
Is t1lOl'e ~efully noticed t~re. This box in .. 
~c:ca is ttanl'initt d to tbe caft-Ie at oncc. We 

thui 
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thus overleap the grand chafm in the narrative 
of the other, at the very outfet. We ha e the 
box depofited fafely in th canJe. But M' Ihf 

letters in it? TO! The Gbfgow letters are frill 
at Holyrood-houfe. And the urling letters 
are not yet written. So much more defective is 
even this account than that! Both together in~ 
deed, with fome all:; rations, would make one 
fair and regular narrative. They would unite 
to tell us, that Mary fent her calker of jewels 
by Paris to Bothwell about February the 21ft, 
that Bothwell fent Ibis (after by Paris to the 
caftle abottt JUlIe the 7th, and that be, Pa1-is, ,-e­
marked it felt much light" at tbe Juana con'Vtyance 
thaft at the firfi. This would be {alfe in faGt; 
but it would be regular in the narration of in­
cidents, and conformable to the hiftory of the 
times. This indt:ed ihould fo naturally have 
b('en the very line, in which the train of the 
ftory ouoht to have moved; that I cannot but 
exprefs my wonder, it was not the :tetualline. 
I can only attribute the deviation to thofe over­
powering fears and fufpicions, which muft ever 
attend a fabrication of villaioy like this; and 
which ftifle and fmother the natural exertions of 
underftanding in the work. In this ftate of 
guilty diftraetion, the mind formed an I("count, 
which bears all the fymptoms of ' her own dif~ 
trad:ion upon it. It ha~ divided the OQIy narration 
into two. It has thrown in fome drcumftances 
to the one. It has prefented fome circum­
Stances to the other, Jt has fupcradded fome tq 

. both~ 



are ftil! more embarraffing; while it 
has never fllbjoined fome to either, that are 
t-bfolutely necdfary to the confiftency of the 
whol~. And it has thus framed two accounts, 

,. which, if taken fepara,teJy.J are contradiCtory to 
each othel; which, if united together, muff be 
unit~d by the facrifice of parts in each; which, 
whether tllken feparately or in uni(;>n, require 
equalJy an ad ition of parts to each; which, even 
at laft; would be frill abfurcl in their manner, 

( and falfe ' in their matter; and which therefore 
betray that irnpofture in the cleareft manner, 
which they were originall y contrived to cover. 

But let us lend a friendly hand to the limping 
genius of forgery, and then ooferve 'how It will 
be able to walk. Let us fuppofe the calket to 
have been fe t to othwell in the end of Febru­
ary, 1567, to have been kept by him tiB ,the 
beginning of June, and at that time to have 
bt!e'O tranfmitted by hitn, with its freight of 
letters, to the cafrle. He muft then. have lodged 
them in the caftle, to ,keep them in fafety from 
t e fi izure 'Of his>: enemies. And he muft have 
locked tbelT) tlp in the calket, to preferve them 
in fecurity from the. curiofity of his friends. 
But why, in t~e name of common fenfe, fl'lould 
he lock them up in 'THIS box above any other? 
It. was certainly tlle moft 'mtfoper repofitory 
for thr.m, that eQuld have been fetected in the 
wrlOl cornpafs of nature. It was filver gilt, and 

. '( garnifchit inJuntirie places with the Roman letter 
H F. under ane Kingis crowne. U It told therefore' .. 

to 
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his would be a !hort and compendious means 
of raving them. This would be an effed:ual 
and decifive ihoke, for the prev mion of all 

• mifchief from them. And he could certainly have 
thought of no other method of difpofing of them, 
than by throwing diem into the fire at once. 

But perhaps, as I am equally willing with the 
moft refolute advocates for the rebels, to make 
any fuppofition which may foften the abfurditi s, 
and reconcile the contraditl:ions~ of their ac­
counts j Bothwell may be Cuppored to be fo deeply 
in love with Mary at the time, that he loved 
her letters for her fakC"J that he was therefore 
unwilling to burn thofe precious tokens of her 
love to him, and that he finally refolved to pre~ 
ferve them at any rate~ 

Againft hi, better knowledge, not deceived, 
But fondly overcome with female charm. 

We thus venture to the very verge of phrenzy, in' 
order to vindicate the radical abfurdity of rhe 
rebel narrative. Yet we cannot do it. Even 
the phrenzy of love itfelf would not excufe him. 
When fuch {hong and powerful reafo.ns concurred 
to urge him on to the immediate deftruttion of 
the letters. when only fuch flight and, petty 
reafoOi withheld his hand ~ deed, even a 
Iove-p,hrenzy: itfelf would e conflgned them 
to pie flam~&. The fenft6ilities of danger, and 
tne dread of deftruCtion. to M¥y as ~dl as [Q 

fiimtcM, would have alttd with an irrefiftible 
force 14pon his fIliric, would have fwept the re­

venes 



very moment. 
Yet, in this neceffary {fate of folidtude for he 

[ucceffi ve defuuetion of the letters, Bothwell is 
m de to preferve them, to pref~rve them care· 
fully, and to preferve them at the hazard of all 
that was dear to him. 



deftruaion 



. . 



it wtth her, upon the 7th.- Yet he 
aftd lhe could make their cfcapt that day to 
BOIthwick caftle. Why then iliould they not 
have taken their letters with them .. if they would 
p~itrve them? They mull: have taken articles 
of mucll greater bulk, and of infinitely lefs con~ 
fequence, with them. And the vety anxiety that 
:would have lodged the letter~ in the caCHe of 
Edinbotough 'Would much rather have taken 
care to fecure the letters under their own pro­
tection, and to carry the cafket along with them. 
But indeed there feems to have b~en fo little 
time given tbem at the moments of their flight, 
that they could take no care for the letters or 
for any thing elfe. They appear to have ac­
tually fltd away from Edinborough, with fo 
much precipitation; that they left even the 
~een's private jewels behind them. They 
might therefore have poffibly forgotten in the 
hurry, to take the letters with them J thou h they 
\\'ere a thoufand til1lles more· portane to them, 
than the jewels. . But .th y cou1tl certainly have 
haa no time then, to (orm a plan for preferving 
the letters, and to fend them up to the caftle for 
fafety.. And, even if they cO\lld, the caftle of 
l·.dinborough was the laft place in th wodd, to 
which they would have orilereii die ktrers at 
the time. SO mountainOlWand Gve grown does 
the aOllmlity of the rebel. narrative appear, as 

·e proceed! The very man, to whom the 

~een 

















becaufe he found a party 
hich he thought would be 

too ~ for tHem. He had particularly united 
to ;aB4ult Bothw 11 in the height ()f his power 
~ :greatnefs, becauie he faw him tottering to 
~1. He now knew him to be fallen. He 
bdield him, as it were, !truck to the ground by 
a thunder-bolt. Bothwell was now an almoft 

another 












