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reb Is firft heard of Bothwell"s aauat OUtk:t for 
the north. They heard of it, M doubt, within 
four and twenty hours after i~ hap~ The 
diftance of Dunbar from Edin~gflJonly {even 
and twenty miles, fhcws they muft: ~ ac­
cordingly entered a charge on tbCir council-book, 
upon the 9th of July, (or a proclamation «~ 
" hibiting any perf on m the ijIa " Otp,;, to 
H refpea or be affifting to him."· "' .ItDcw 
of his outfet. They knew of hi, dcJigo in 
it. And they endeavo~ to prevent the we­
cefs of both, by the force of terrour. Bothwdl 
therefore put to fea on the 8th of JUly, no 
lefs than IIGHT!Z. days after the ~ do.1 
which the Journal fends him. He wu bound 
for Orkney. But he landed by the way in 
Murray. His great uncle, Patrick H~, 
was Bilbop of it. In his houle, and under hi, 
tuition, he had been educatcc1 He therefore 
went to vifit him. And the rebels at EdiAborougli 
heard of his landing tncre, by die I th or J Scb, 
and again by the 18tbi as Oft the ,8di S~ 
Nicholas Throgmorton writes from Edioborougla 
to E ii zabeth, that "Ca~ain Clerk~id the 16th 
H of this mODth--kill one WilfoR a feamu,­
" about the fhip whicb-wll$ appo~ by there 
" lords to &0 to the north 'pi St:otl I. u.­
(( puch tb, ptJJfaZI 't'N Eilrll &lhII1a in cafe be 
" went either ~ the i/iI! or tot other ~ee:f 
and "by the of tbis . tlis tftterprize 
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tc aganis tHe l~jeais of yis realm and all na­
u tionis, alld prj/ ' rare begun at his MajejJit's 
(( pnpler landis cfi Ork1l!'Y ... • h iquadron of 
t hefe fhips accordingly ~ut to rea, in queft of 

othwell at the northern in s. And by the 30th of 
A uguft they had received information, that their 
~errels were (( within forty miles of Shellallil, 
(( where Bothwell was," and that (( the principal 
" man of the iile, named Fogge, doth favour 
,~ Bothwell, it is faid, whereby his party' lhaU be 
cc the ftronger." All thef papers fave to 
roark the pi ogrefs of Bothwell (rom Dunbar to 
Orkney and Shetland, very diftinfrly. They, {hew 
him v ry clearly to have left Dunbar on the 8th 
of J u1Yl to have reached Murray about the loth 
or 11 th l to have arrived at. Orkney in the be­
ginning of A ugufr, alld to have reached hetland 
about the middle of it. They all unite together 
to form a regular chain of intelligence. Each 
links with the other. Each lends an additional 
ftrength to each. d all ferv . to thew the 
reafon aligned for hwell's fending after thl"! 
lett rs on J line the zo~h, becatlfe (C about that 
(C tym he fled be f<:a to the north;" to be as 
mtlch !l. forgery as all the othu cir, ances of 
the d ifcovery have oeeh proved to be, 1)0 and 
in direct contraoiB:ion [0 the #nuine dates of 
his motions, and to concur with all die other 
parts f the protendt'd faa, in DnlUng he hole 
u nder its own of abfurdity and fdiehoad for 
ever. 
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hav~ thUi buried the rebe1 a(:cou,nt ot 
the fci,zure ()f the letters, in the gray.e.of its own 

• infamy. But Jet us raUe it from the earth agail1~ 
.nd Call ,it to ~ new and a revere[ trial" We 
hay lexamitled aU the ti:"cumjJall#al arCs ()f t:.h'e 
ft y. Let us now Q:amine theijJential. I...el 

s corne to the main rad: itfdf. We cannot be 
too patticular, in expofmg this fundamental in­ci. to the whole hiftory of the rebels. And' 
we {hall fee at laft, inftead of Dalgleifue and the 

. letters being feized on the ~oth of June, ' that he 
wa$ not apprehellaed till nearly a month after-

• 'Wards, and that the) were not in exifren~e till 
10rne rime after his apprehenfion. 80 open to 
aifault on every fide are the accounts, which the 
rebel have gi.en us of the tirft appearance of 
the letters ! 

Thefe accounts indeed t'e only fttch, as tl1e 
icbela fabrica~d for the ick., long after the 
~ a..ffigned for the t:ven~s. This appears in 
l'~ from the dat~ {)f them, che lafejl <if the 
narr.a.tiv:eibeing FJfTEEN M;OHTH& pofteriour to 
the eytnts~and the /ulJejI of them bdllg TWO 

:VUJU Awn A HALF. ADd it will appear in the 
• who.kl deciijlJdy, by OflIy comparwg them with 

tbe accounts, which the ~bds th mft"lves gave 
AT THE TIM&. They bad no gift of forefight. 
They had no prefcimce, of wbat they fuould 
fu8.t it requifite to, fay afterwards. They there­
.lore afi'erted incident to. be true it the moment .. 
folltt C)f whi(:h were true, and fome were f~l [e. 

bur 







rv e have a minute of it, and of their: tranfa(;­
tions in it, uP!fu tfie couRcil-bQOks, The very 
principals 9f the I cbeIlion, no ere prefenr, arc 
all fpecified. Ana amoagft die re~ we h v 
MORTON, she very feizer of be Idrt"n the (I:\y 
before. H ere therefore w ftiaH ha9c alt .ama2 tl\g 
burft of exultation, upon the ~Q&lS and -htppy 
incident of the day preceding. MOrten will 
lay the whole tranraaion, with pomp aridfekm­
nity, before them. They will expatiate wiSh a 
gay formality, upon the mighty fenice w 'cb he: 
has thus rendered, co the caufe of protdtantifm 
and. rebellion, liberty and ufurparion. They 

. will rerurn him their fee thanks in the; name 
of the whole commu~itY7 for the meritorious 
deed that he ha~ done. And all will be re­
corded, in the moO: ample and expreffive manner, 
upon their council-bookS. Yet what is our 
aftoni1hmenr, when we read the real minute of 
the council on that day? This is the firft council, 
in which they affumed to diemfdvC's the ap~l­
lation, by which' they continued ever afterward 
to aCt, that of Lords of the Secret Counfeh 
TJ"t y were therefore aCtuated with a higher in­
folence of rebellion, than eliey h t; It before. 
Yet THEY SAY NOT A woap THE LETTtRS. 

This is very ail:omfhing inde • Tbe members 
preft:nt were many, Mono, 01, Glencairn, 
Mar, H Ime, Ruthven, Semplt, Sanquhar, and 
Ochiltrec. Thefe co 11 dle LOrds of 
.;.lemon, adVQca.tes" writers, all e>ther periOna 
b longing to the Court of SdJion, to return to 
Edinboroug~ and II> a 'uit\cr juftice as ~ • 

.. -1- promifing 
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own hands, and exalt the fon into the throne of 
the mother, by offering the reward as/ro", IheJo". 
Yet they alledge not the letters in their vindica­
tion. They could appeal to them afterwards, 
when they had them, as an authority fufficient to 
vindicate them in all that they had doneJ and in 
all that they fhould do to the end cL time. They 
could not even find any other vindication then, 
for their pail: proceedings; except the letters. 
Yet THEY SAY NOT A W01l.D OF TH'EM at prefent. 
And their own account of intercepting the letter5 
on .' the ,"oth of June" is completely difproved 
by this proclamation of their own at the time, 
in that firft and principal part of it, die date. 

On the very fame day with the date of thi 
proclamation, as I have fuewn in the laft fection, 
they commanded me heralds to go to Dunbar 
caftle, and demand the delivery of it within fi . 
hours, becaufe it had received Bothwell into ic. 
Yet in this, as ., 11 as in the proclamation, 
THEY SAY NOT A WORD OF THI:: LiTTER.S. And, 
in fuch a cafe as this, the argument of thdr 
filence is ' as full an evidence of elieir not having 
the letters at prefent, as is any incidental men­
tion of drcumftances contrary II) the etters. 

We have afterwards no other papers of the 
time, till JULY THE !lECO D. Then the rebeli 
thought; it for their intereft, to allure tile city of 
Edloborough into their affociation. This capirill 
of Scotland, like 'bur own capital, was always 
ready to lend its ear to the clamOurs of [edition, 
and to give its hand to the ope.-ations of reD~-
lion. All great towns are nlturally impregnated, 

from 
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n in the iOes of()rkney to ~fpea or b<: affifting 
" to" Bothwell.· 

Be)ow the ninth Of J uly the~fore, and 
INETEEN days after the ,:oth of June, we are 

fure that the rebels had not yet got the letters 
into their poffeffion. We have feen much zeal 
againft Bothwell j yet we fee no intimationa of 
the letters. We have feen fome a~inft Mary; 
but it has betn aU covued and difguifed. The 
martiage of the ~een wi h the Earl, is repeat­
edly tlrged as an intolerable offence in itfelf; 
and is always attributed to the force, which he 
put upon her periOn. That the murde~rs Of 
the King were not punilhed, is equally d-mlt 
upon, as a ftain and ftigma of difhonour upon 
the whole nation j and is eqoally a[cribed to the 
influence, which he ha.d gained over her mind. 
So cautioufiy aid the rebels proceed at firLl: 
againft the ~een, even after they had entangled 
her by the feizure, and fettered her by the mar­
riage! AlmoR all their 1.1IiH;,1t :i6l:ivity of oa­
lUl'FlIliation, was , confined entirely to BothweU. 
Noth "ng was pubU&l!lJ faid againft Mary, except , 
by diftant inferences and fecret itillnuations. 
And rhus. though they had the j~e to 
irx,prifon her perfon, they h..t flOC the effr01l~ 
to calumniat her tharad:ei. This IhewJ very 
clearly the good op~ .. hids ~ cenerality 
of the nation ~nc:id of her at P.'C~t; 
notwithftanding f ~ r.' and 
the marriage. But. dearly ' 
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ftill, the abfolute no~-ex:iftence of the letters at 
this periou. \Vhcn they fabrica:t"d the letters, 
they muC\; have. totaUy altered their plan of con­
duCt. \\Then they produced tpe letters, either 
by defcription or by exhibition; the publick 
mu!\: have been equally changed in their mode 
of thinking. Then it was, and not till then, 
that their thunder began to roU, and their 
lightning to flafh, againft Bothwell and Mary 
united. At prefent their lightning, e ,en 
again!\: Bothwell, is little more than the play-. 
hOufe lightning of brimftone. And their thun­
der againft Mary is not even fo much, as the 
playhoufe 

~-:-:,,-thUDder of the muftard·bowl~ 

\\ e thus leave the public papers of the rebel!;~ 
. beCauft: we can now come to fome private ones~ 

that give us intelligence equally derived from 
the rebds, and more circumftantial and full. 
W I! now come (0 Throgmorton's difpatches to 
Elizabe,th. ir Nicholas Throgmorton was rent 
into cOtland by Elizabeth, on the infamous 

iolatioo- Qf every principle of henour, of duty, 
and of decency in the rebels. when they fi ized, 

.. carried away, and lock.ed up iJ.l a prifon¥ the 
amiable and }VOI:thy <l¥een, who had come over 
to them 10 a roo digriified relia.ncc UpOlll the 
probity Qf wretches, Iwl fcucely a grain 
in tRcir ole compOfition. But . illey were 
twin-fouls to Elizabeth. They, like her, could~ 
rna the rnOJt f1l.cre~ promifes, and break them 

inftantlYr 
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inftantly, They, like her, could pretend to the 
molt eX3lted principles of Chriftianity, and yet 
do what a heathen would have blu{hed to do~ 
Their Jupiter laughed at the peJjurics of rebel-

-lion. And the r~e1s, particularly, were fome of 
the moft abandoned mifcreants, that the hlftory 
of hum!ln hypocrify holds up to our view. But 
Elizabeth now pretended to pity' the ~een, to 
take part with her, and to refolve upon her re­
ftoration to liberty. She accordingly fent Throg .. 
morton as her embafi'adour il1to Scodand, widi 
inftructions dated the 30th of June, to demand 
her liberty from the rebels, and to threaten them 
with the veng~nce of England if they did not 
comply, They did not comply, yet no ven;.: 
geance was hurled down upon them. Ther 
pofitively .refufed, at the very opening of tht 
bufiners, to releafe the ~een from her prifOD ; 
and chey at laft turned the very folicitations of 
Elizabeth for the relrllfe, into a reafon for carry· 
ing their meafures againft the ~tcn to extremity, 
and for forcing the ~een t() t*fign up her 
crown for ever. Yet Elizabeth made not a 
fingle movement of hoftility. to ¢cnt the ad­
ditional infult ihewn to thc <l!:!een, and to avenge 
the additio~ indigc:tity offerecl to herfelt She, 
who had been fo prOMpt bofore, aRd .who wag 
fa prompt afterwards, to line the caufe o( rebel-
lion there wit . to afi(l the enemies of 
Mary, and to her (lie ; nd 8le, who 
by fending only onethoufand ~ intb Scotland 
at this moment, mi.t have ablitbed the 
whole kingdom upon i~ natyral center of reft 

t.. :l • again j 



again; even {he fent not II fingle foldier in 0 

Scotland now) to effeCtuate her own purpofes, 
and to fupport her own conrequenc~, in the 'de­
livery of Mary from her prifon. To have done 
this indeed, would have been to aCt with all 
honourable and a generous policy. But Eliza­
bt-th's was all of the low and creeping kind. She 
had not agility of foul enough, to mount 'up 
to the other. She, like the ferpent which fhe 
rivalled in cunning and in mifchief, was always 
crawling upon the ground. And at the very 
time tHat {he was lending Throgmorton into 
Scotlalld, un t:r pret nce of procuring the 
r I afe of Mary from the prifon of the 'rebels; 
we incidentally know her to have been aeting, 
by her prime mininer Cecil, in a vigoro'Js con­
cert with them. 
, On June the rwenty-fixth, only four days 
before the date of Throgmorton's infirutlions, 
Cecil wrote to the Englilh embaffadour at Paris 
in thefe fignificant terms. « At this time," he 
fays, h I fend unto you certain packets of lettfrs 
" left here by ,i\fr. Melvin, who lately came hither 
" from the ~een of Scotts." This was Sir Ro­
bert Melvill) who was fent in the preceding 
month of May, and juft after the ~een's mar­
riage with Bothwell, to explain the reafons of it 

. to Elizabeth.· "The feading of thefe" packets, 
adds Cecil, "TO MY D \>F M..,JtRAY, re· 
" quireth gr(41 "~e, whereof you may not make 
(( tb: $tOtlijh lI.b4'adNlr privy." Yet Melvil, 

though 
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though equalJy Itn embaffadour from Mary, wa!) 
fuch a perfidious wretch, as to carry them to 
London for the rebels, even while he was going 
in a publiek capacity for Mary. fC But I think," 
tays Cecil, "you may make Itobert Steward," 
the reputed affamn of a. Freneli. preliucnr. 
(( privy; with whom you may confer for th~ 
(( Jpudy fending away of tht: fame Iett('rs. HIs 
cc RETURN INTO SCOTLAND IS MUCH DESIRED OF 

cc THEM." SO early hOld the rebels prepared 
their meafures of ufurpation; fo c101Hy were 
they united with Murray in them; fo p. rticularly 
did they requeft his return into Scotland, even 
in the month of May, when he had onJy left 
them on the ninfh of April before;- and fo 
fully was Elizabeth in the feeret of aIr! "Ana~" 
as Cecil goes on, "f'r tbe weal ootb of Engltmd 
C( mId Scotland, I willi he were hert: and for the 
{( manner of his returning, touching his lafet" 
cc I pray require Mr. Steward to have good cart." 
Elizabeth and Cecil, we fee, were uncommonly 
folicitous for the Cafe return of this darling babfo: 
of grace, to co-operate aC1:ivdy with th~ rebels 
and with Elizabeth, and to lend his hand and 
head in deftroying his fifter. AU this refleCts 
a ftrong light back upon Elizabeth's proceedings, 
at the conferences in England. It {hews her 
flagicioufnefs ftill more plainly than l>efore. Ie 
!hews fue was only ~i~ then the fame part, 
which fue had been previouOy acting. She was 
only winding lIP ber bOUOD1J'jin iiliquity. She 

• 4ppeoCix, No. x. 
J 



w.as only flnHhing her career of profligacy. 
But ihe was not content at pr!/elft to do ' all trus 
by her faithful Cecil, in favour of the confpi­
rators againft Mary. She did more. Ar.:. he had 
wlitteo th!= letter above, a few days before 
Throgmorton fet out for Scoclan:l; fo he wrote 
anOther, II. few days after Throgmorton fet out. 
On the fourteenth of July he wrote thus: cc If 
" MY LORD or MURRAY ffiQuld lack credit for 
(( money, my I:;ord Steward," the Earl of Pem­
brook, "'WfJUld have his J?n -give him Juch credit 
" as . be bath."t Elizabeth was. fearful, left 
Murray's ufeful return fhOWd be delay,'!d by the 
want of money. Her prime minifter therefore 
writes to her embaffadour, to point out the per­
fon who will advance him as much as he wants, 
without any li1Ilitation. And Elizabeth: who 
by a penurious t:ondua often {tarved. her war­
like expeditions, and deprived them of their full 
effeCtivenefs, expended her money very freely in 
fdl the dirty fervices of intrigue. All difpla,ys 
the hypocrify of E1i~abetb in the prefent em­
balfy, very clearly. A mind, long practifed in 
hypocrify, takes fuch a fetded bend and warp 
with it, that it cannot be ftra~htened again, but 
fCtains its crookedne('s for ever. 

Indeed the relea(, f Mary: was only the 
oftenfiblc ob~a of the ~ent etnb. try. The 
real aim of it WaI, to prince, the infant 
fon of Mary, into r'baDds~ This is apparent 

. from the co~inua1 urgency of Elizabeth coo-

t -cabal .. Ill: part, u8-u9t qd Keith, w. See alfo 
C~w£pr~ .J Sf aDd ii. sao. 

cerDlng 
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eerning the peint, during the hole of this 
tmbaffy, and even for years after it.- The 
cunning of Elizabeth was perpw#lIy laying 
fnares for her knavi1bnefs. It was now ftimu­
lating her to an aCt, which promifed her fome 
fecurity from the Sc<?tch, ~nd. which muft have 
terminated at laft in the atrocioufuefs of mur­
der. The fate of the' mother tells US with an 
infallible certainty, what would have ben the 
fortune, of the fon~ if Elizabeth had fucceeded 
in her views. But the fon ~as raved from the 
extended claws of this harpy, . to fl1~ceed her on 
her ' throne~ to unite two high-fpirited and ever­
warting kingdoms in peace, and to lay the foun­
dation of all our commercial greatnefs. . And 
the mother fell a viCtim to th fe political defigns, 
\Yhich were originally calculated for the [on; 
~nd which, if thofe defigns had been carried 
ii1to execution in all their. natural train of con­
[equences, muft have involved both the fon, the 
mother, and the whole ifiand) in one common 
defl:l'uCbion. t 

For 

* Keith, 413-414t .po, 422, Roberttlm, ii. 368, 369, 
Ditr. 23. Goodall, ii. 32 5, 3l 9. Crawford, 3 S8, and Moyfe, 
50 and 5z. . 

t There is a pafi'age in Moyf\!'s Memoir» to this purpofe, 
which is little known, and yet very remarkable. In 1587, 
he fays, and "upon we .27th of Mayor thereabout, the 
" [llew] Earl of Bothwen app~etlded and challenged an 
.. ElIglijlmlll". who W4s.fh't mM BclilllnrJ on ,ufP0!'e (0 po{fo1l 
" the King.'s Ma:irfty, or to t41~ 6iItIiIWtIJ &.Ift,"1 illdlrdf mt(1_s. 
" It was f4id ae the lime, th.u he WI. induced thereto by' the 
"~e'r(l if E,;glana and .1:Jer CQil,dl. _ This knave was ex-

Cl.. 4 ' " amined 
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For the execution of Elizabeth's prefent 
' fcheme, Throgmorton was feleCted, who had 

been on an embatry to Mary bc:fore, who appears 
to have behaved with a paltry p~li~y in ~ t)· anc;i 
who had even difhonefty enol)gh to engage in 
this iniHul tous meafure of Elizabeth's concerning 
the fon. , He would' have been perhaps a man 
9f virtue apd integrity in private life.t But a 
flew fyftem of ethicks, it feetns, had been even 
then invented for publick life, ",hich d~cards 
virtue as a fuperfiuity, and rejeCts integrity as 
an incumbrance. Embaffadours Qf nations, and 
minifters of ftate, thus think themfelves at li­
berty, and even fuppofe themfelves compelled 

. by neceffity, to do many things in their political 
capacity, which in their perfQnal would de­
fervedly br\lnd them for fcoundrels. They may 
fancy thcmfelves, by this mode of atl:ing, ftand­
ing nobly forward like the Decii of Rome, nd 
devoting themfdves to the P1 MANES for tfle 

good of their country. ,And, in reality, they: are 
only aeting with all the fcandalous dilhonefty of 
a horfe-dealer, who will tell ten thoufand lies in 
the fak of a fingle horfe, will vouch them' .to 
be truths with the folemneft air of hypocrify~ 
will afterwards a~knowledge their fa1fiW when 
they hav done their intended fervice, and then 

, laugh at ~he fools ~at we~ chea~ed by 41 con-

" amined hy his MaJr.Jj hi"lfilf, Qd cnftJfeti the form of that 
t' trcafonable enterprize, whichl remit to his depofition; and 
f' thereupon he W~ committed to war within the caftle of 
f' Edillburgh."l'. uS. 

• Keith, zBo, Z82, &c~ t MclviU, ¢ al\d 6o~ 
fidence 
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fidence in them. But this was peculiarly tho 
cafe, with the minifters and embaffadoul'S of 
Elizabeth. 

'1hoje num rous worthies of th, Inaiden reign, 
of whom vulgar hiftory is fo full, were, many of 
them, only fuperior adepts in the immoral policy 
of a horfe-dealer. Throgmorton, particularly, 
had been bred up in this court. He had imw 
bibed a portion of this fpirit, And he lhews he 
had, at the very admiffion into the aCi:ivities of 
his office; when he was now at Berwick on the 
~ I th of July, juft ready to enter upon Scottifh 
ground . (( I al'n forry to fee," he thell writes 
to CeciJ, f' ~hat the ~een'.s Majefty's difpoficion 
c~ altereth not towards the [rebelJ lords; for when 
(C all is done, it is they whifP ff/uj1j1and her mor, 
" in ftead than the §(.,Jleen her (oujin, and will be 
" better inftruments fo workJome benefite (md quiet­
" n4s to her Maje.fly and ber realme l tban the ~een 
,~ of , Scotlandl • which is void of good fame,"· 
This is conceived and expreffcd ill the very fpirit 
Qf .Elizabethan jockeylhip in politicks. All the 
great principles of religion, were to be given 
up tQ the qlls of publick expediehcy. Juftice, 
honolll~ compaffion~ and gen rofity, all that is 
great in the gofpel, and all that is glorious in 
man under it, is to be traq1pled upon by the 
cloven-foot of policy, in order tofcrve fome 
petty fuifts and fhuffies for fecuring England's 
and Elizabeth's .quietnefs. Mary was difabled 
from aCi:ing with ~lizabeth, 1n fending her [on 



into England; and Elizabeth therefore as 0 
unite widl hcr cMmies againft h r. And, as 
Mary was Oander¢d by her enemies, fhe was 
therefore to be crualed by Elizabeth and by 
them in union, for a woman "void of .good 
cc fame." Such are the poor creatures, that take 
upon themfelves to manage the affairs of nations, 
and that fancy themfel yes the bd~ calculated to 
manage them, becaufe they are poor creatures! 
But, from this ignoble turn of thinking and 
aCl:ing, Throgmorton won more upon the con­
fidence of the rebels, than a man of more txalted 
fentiments could have done. He came nearer 
to thtir own low eve1. He was aifo mote 
open to all their infinuations againft Mary. And 
irom the joint' influence of both, he was the 
better able to inform us of many particulars in 
the affertions of the· rebels, which now prove 
eventually in favour of Mary, and which par­
ticularly {hew their forgery in this great and 
initial part of the hiftory of the letters, the pre­
tended feizure of them a!1d Dalgleifhe upon the 
~oth of June. 

Throgmorton entered Scotland on the ELE­

VENTH of July. He lay that night at Faft­
Caftle, a feat of Lord Hume's; and was there 
received by Lord Hume, Lethington, and James 
Mdvill, a brother to Robert the ~111bi-de~ter 
ay'lbaffadour b(lfore; and ~abi-dtxter as he in 
his political condud.· fie inftantly began with 
them upo"n the bufin...fs of this, c:mbaffy. He 

• Goodall, i. ·Pref. xviii-xxvii and %88. 

mentioned 



"3S 
mentioned his rft overture to thrm from his 
miftre[s, the relelfe of Mary from priCon. But 
Lethington, who fpoke for the relt, refufi d to ~ 
accede to this in the moft peremptory manner. 
"A to the ~c:en's liberty," Throgmorton teUs 
us, " which was the firft head that I propofed, 
" they [aid, that tEertby they did pertti'TJe tbal tbe 
n f!(,uem wants their undoing, for, as for the reft 
Cl of the matters, it was but folly to tallt. of tbem, 
" the liberty going be/ote." They thus declared 
explicitly, it would be folly e'Ven to treat u~n 
any other points, unlefs the requifition for Ma .. 
ry's liberty was previouOy withdrawn. So rcfo~ 
lute were they at the very firft opening f the 
bu[mefs, and in defiance of all the threatenings 
of Elizabeth, to keep Mary frill in prifon! Yet . . 
THEY SAID NOT A WOR.D OF THE LETTERS~ 10 

order to palliate this determined fevc:rity to 
E1izabeth, . 

It now appears alfo, that the rebels had fome 
time before addreffed a letter: to Eli?abeth, for 
affiftance in money. They knew her well, or 
tqey could not have been capable of making _ 
fuc4t an application to her. They now refent 
her total neglect of their addreiS. Yet they 
acknowledge themfelyes to be more appre­
hepfive, of the con{equences of her conduct 
towards them, than of tAe interpofttion of the 
French, or the op~tion 0( the royalifts. So 
eafy was it for Elizabeth at this period, by the 
fmalleft exertion Of gendOfUy and vigour, to 

have procured that releafe by ltcr arms, which 
file pretended to innft upon by her memorials I 

z Yet , 



"Yet NOl" A WOaD HAS BEEN SAW OF THE Ul"­

TERS hitherto to Elizabeth. 
Lethington however, in order to playoff 

France upon England, and to promote the views 
of ufurpation by both, . difclofed a litrle of the 
plan, that was now begun to be ferioufly agitated 
lJ.mong them, and thilt was finally purfued with 
fgme variations by them. A French embaffa­
dour WilS coming, he faid, "to deliver them of 
" their ~een for ever, who {ball I ad her life 
( in France in a abby redufed, the prince at 
cc the French devotjon, the realm governed by 
cc a council of their eleCtion of the Scotti1h na­
" tiof\, ~he forts committed to the cuftody of 
" ruch as {ball be chofen amQflgfr themfelves."* 
They were thu mounting already in imagina~ 
tion, to the very meridian of their' glory and 
greatnefs. They were even now meditating to 

confummate all their enormities, in that clofing 
de . villainy, the formal depofition of their 
fovereign. Yet THEY SAY NOT A WORD OF THli: , 
LE 'fTERS. 

Throgmorton went to Edmborough on the 
TWELFTH, accompanied by the fame per[oDs; and 

~ reached it that night. The rebel lords in town 
were MORTON, the pretended feizer of the let­
ters on the 20th of Jl!ne before, Athol, Hume, 
Lethington, SIR JAMES B 1-FOUR, the pletended 
deliverer of the letters to dW ~rff)fl ized with 
them, and nill captain o~ odIe, Mr. James 
Macgil1, .:nd the prcfidc:nt f the femon. But 
the next day beitig Sunday, and a day C( ap­
cc pointed for a folemne communion" in the 

town, 
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town, and even, according to the primreval ab­
furdity of Prefbyterianifm, for " a folemne faft" 
too; he could not be admitted to an audiehc 
with them. He urged Lethington, however,' 
for a fpeedy admittance. He urged MOR TON ~ 
~hom he met by chance. 1n the afternoon Le­
thington C'lme to him. It then appeared, that 
though the day was a day of folemn communion 
and of [olemn faft, and though it therefore pro­
hibited them from aring bin; on the fubjeCt of 
his embaffy, yet it had not prohibited them 
from meeting and confulting together on the 
[ubjeCt. Tht'y had heard of the embaifadour's 
intended overtures from Lethington. He him· 
felf now came H 0 the behalfe of the lords (lnd 
" others," to tell him, that ·they begged he would 
defer the audience, till they could fend for the 
abfent lord!;. He alfo infom1ed him, that they 
could not even grant him the requeft which he 
had made, of hn.ving ACCESS to the ~t:en; for 
fear forfooth, left they fhould offend the King 
of France, to whore embafi'adour th y had 
equaUy refu[ed accefs before. So refolute were 
they, in cutting off' all intercpurfe between the 
imprifoned ~een and the embaffadours of both 
nations; that they might be ar liberty to forge 
falfehoods, and to create calumnies, againft her 
without reftraint. And yet, though by their f 

pofteriour atcounts the letters had been now in 
thei"f pofieffion more than THRf:£ WEEKS, they 
DID NOT SAY ,A. SIN~I.E SYLLA1H.E CONCERNING 

THEM. 

Throgmorton) having mentioned aU -this in a 
difpatcn 



tch to Eli7.abeth7 then proct'eds cc to adv-::r· 
cc tise: her aj~ of the ftate of all thing , as 
rc he has teamed fince his coming thither." Ie 
accordiD81y fpeaks of Mary, as (( in good hcaldi' 
with.in her prifon. The Lord Ruthven is no 
longer one Of her guards, cc becau(e he began to 
" fliew gr.eat favour to the ~een, and to give 
ft her intelligence." She is now "guarded by 
II the Lord LincHay, and Lochleven the owner 
(( of the houfe." She is "waited on with five 
" or fix ladies, four or five gentlewomen, and two 

- cc chamberers, whereof one is a Frenchwoman." 
But'this intimation, concerning the largenefs of 
die ~ee-n's houfehold in prifon, we know to be 
a, falfehood imp.0ied upon Throgmorton by the 

·,R'! ....... eJs. She has here (( five or fix ladies" and 
" foor or five gentlewomen" about her> yet, only 
four days afterwards, Throgmorton HlmfeH'" tells 
us, cr Ole required to have fome other gentle­
cc women about her, naming none." She has 
Jiere " two cham~rers;" yet then file requires 
I( to have a .arlet the chamber." And in 
faa, as we know und&llbtedly from herfelf, !he 
had fcarcely any of thefe attendants about her; 
her Wilole hOufehold confifting of two women, a 
mill-cook, and a furgeon. " is m'on tenue,' '' 
fays" ~ary to Elizabeth in a tett~r of May 17, 
1568, cc fam ferviteurs que ddt frmmes, et un 
" tllY;lIie,., et .., i$irllfJi • SO h;jng do the 
rebels app~r, in is ircumftance con-
cer.Ding the imprifooed Mary, at prefent ! 

~A, ii. 375, t.1ld Andcrfon, iv. part 1. 3 t. 

The 



The" Earle of Buchan, tbe 'Earle ofJ.,1l4rraJ's 
brothert fay Throgmorton's informants, "hath 
"alfo liberty 0 come ~ her at his pleafure.'J I 

Lindfay and Lochlevin cc doe keep her very 
" ltraitly, and, as far as I can perceive, their 
" rigollr proceedeth by their order from thefe 
"men, becaufe that the ~een will not I:)y any 
"means be induced to lend her authority to 
" profecute the murder, nor will not confent by 
cc any perfwafion to abandon the Lord Bothell fo~ 
"he huiband, but avowetb conftantly that fhe 
cc will live an die with him; and faith, that if 
cc it ' wefe put" to her choice to relinquifh her 
"c~own and kingdom or the Lord Bothell, {be 
cc would leave her kingdom and dignity, to go 
" as a firnple darneel with him, and that fue will 
" never confent that he null fare worfe, or have 
" mejre harm, than herfelf." I have tranfcribed 
this palfage in all its pointednefs againft Mary, 
to {} w the defperate promptitude of the rebels 
to calumniate h r at this perioo. They had 
always been exercifing this promptitude: in fpcrer, 
even while they were pretendillg to vindicate 
her reputation, and to' refcue her perfon, from 
the degrading bands of a Bothwell. But they 
now began to be bolder. They wifbed to win 
Elizabeth completely to "them by their lies. They 
therefore communicated this fiaDdu to Trrog-
morton. hougK had preclUded hiD" from 
all accefs to her, \.411,,, told him all thefe ca-
lumnies againft be ; yet hi M too partial to 
the caufe of triumpharit rebellion, nor to be­
lieve aU that th~ raid of an imprifoned ~een. 

He 



~o 

He therefore rt':ceived all, without any check 
from his difcernment. And he therefore reported 
all to Elizabeth, without any reftraint from his 
generality. Hjs generality was overpowered by 
his policy, and his difcerntnent was finothered 
by his credulity. 

'What is here [aid of the ~een., that 1be (C will 
" not by any means be induced to lend her au­
" thority to profecute the murder," had been 
afferted before by the rebels on June the 15th, 
when we know it to be abfolut 1y faIr; :md is re­
tra&ed even bv the rebels themfelves in a letter 
of Throgmort~n's juft afrer the prefent, in which 

e acknowledges from them, that, in a Jetter of 
the ~een's to them, (C the yieldeth in words," 
and therefore in reality, as words were all that 
were aficed by them, and. all that could be given 
by her, (( to the profecution of the murder:'· 
With regard · to the other point, he aiTened . 
attachment to Bothwell, the whole relation is 
direCtly opp,o(cd by a faa, and the private anec­
dote is confron.oo by public hiftory. Mary 
llad acrualqr abandoned Bothwell near a month 
before. She h;ld abandoned him in open day, 
in a moft ftriking manner, and in the prefence 
of her own and the rebel amlies. This all hif­
tory teftifies. And any accounts of her [pirit and 
fpeeche afterward5-7 thac· are C6lItrary to this, 

• and t~.t are at the fame rime derived from men, 
ho weN: at once the uf~s of her power, the 

impriiOnt'''s of her.,-perfon, and the only pomble 

And. fee CAbala, 1ft. part, 128. 

reporter. 
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-reporters of her temper and fayings in prifon, 
:ar as light as vanity itfdf in the fcale againft it. 
But this very m:1fs of calumnies was revived 
afterwards by the rebels, and formally brought 
againfi: Mary at the conferences in Englacd: 
Mary by this means had an opportunity of know­
ing and anfwering it, by her commiffioners. Her 
anfwer is clear and {hong. It runs thus. cc Thay," 
!be (,\ys, "nor nane of thame, either "ifQir the 
cc marriage or el'er, cam to her Hienes, as the 
" part of trew fU,bjefu fhould haif done, know­
(( ing at that cyme, as thay affirme, the concrare 
cc [that Bothwell was concerned in murdering 
H the King], either priv.lelie or oppitlty to tiDd 
" fault with the {aid ErIe concerning the- er 
C( forfaid, or yet in any wayfe feemit to gnulge or 
"dija/low the .raid marriage, unJo fit Jyme thay 
~, had praccizit the Iceipar of Ibt ttljleJl of Edin­
<c burgh and pr()'f)tj1 of Jhe J(JflJ1l to be tbtlir 41-
H Jij!fJfi.1; and then fccreitlie tuke annis, and 
H upon the fuddan on the nyght with tAair forces 
(( environit the caftell of Borthwik, ,!uh:tir her 
" Majeftie was in quiet and peaciabill manner. 
" So that tbair firft 'Warmn! was be Jowntl of 
"trumpet and thair Debt ;" IINJUS. And her 
« Grace efchaping to Dunbar, quhairthrow rhay: 
" could nocht attain to thair confpyrit purpos, 
~< returnit fuddenlie to EdinbUrgh, raifit bandis 
,, 'of men of weir .. fet opt tllair proclamatiounis, 
(( ajfirtlling the /--'.1* It fot' lin- rllief, umbefett 
" hir way betwixt . Grac '5 cafte1lis of Dunbar 
~c and Edinburgh. And her Majd\ie willing, 
(( for the reDder l~f her Hienca bair her fgb.· 

VOL. f. R "Jcail. 





' c JeiTti tg bi7,. tflon tbe fey; as 
" manifi ft, it was nocht him th y focht, bot 
H thair awin partif'ular profit; quhairthrow to 
" all m n of haill judgement it may appere, h'r 
" Grace preferrit nocht his efchaiping and im­
ec punitie to hir awin honour; fOr quhatfo vcr 
« was l~ft ondone in that behalf~, it may maift 
Cf juftlie be laid to thair awin charge. And 
cc thairafter, at her Grace's fi!ft cuming to tbame on 
If the fei/dis, the ErIe of MOR TOU faid to hir 
(C Majeftie with gryte rt'Oernuc Madame, nair 
"i the place ZOOt Grace fhould be, and e will 
fC HONOUR, SERVE, and OBEY ZOW, AS tVE~ '1 HE 

cc NOBfLfTIE OF THIS ltEALME DID ANY OF Z uk 

ec PROGENITORS OF BUOIR; and haifing RATIFYIT 

c, the promeis maid be the Laird of Grange in 
" thair names, hir Mijeftie paffing with thame 
« to Edinburgh, being IliagU in anejempill burges 
cc bous (fetting afyde her awin pall aces and 
(( caftellis), and ruidlie Imd rigourouj!ie enlrcatit 
<c be thame, contrare dlair profill:.is, being chair 
(' Princes and Sovereigne, it was n wounder in 
(( cafe her Majeftie had gevin thame quick and 
" fcharp anfweris, (as we odief) nocht unrea­
" fonablie; bot WAS ALWA YS CONTI!NT, tuicching 
"ONY thing allegit be thame, TO OFFn THI 

{( SAME TO BE REFORMlT be th tryall of the haill . 
" nobilitie and eftaitis of the realme, btr GracI 
" hing pre/ent anit b'llrii j and TO THAT EFFECT 

<C D1RECTIT HER !CRETARE I,ETHINGTOWN TO 

" THAIR COUNSAL~ that held hcr captive at that 
(( tyme, and WAS AL UTERLJ£ [utterly] REFUSIT 

$( THAIROF j and maid. A offer to leif the realme, 
C'lhat 



.her Grace mycht poffeffe the ErIe Boit~­
»as thiyallege. And duirefter her Grace 

as fceredie convoyit perforce, and aganis her 
r will, in the nycht, and imprifonit within the 
• fortal1ce of Lochlevin."· 

This is a full and circumftantial anfwer to the 
or~al flanders in Throgmonon's difpatch, and 
() the additional calumnies fabricated afterwards 

by the rebels. THey never ventured to contro­
vert the fa..."ts in this an(wer. And it ftands an 
eternal monument of rlleir verbal forgeries againft 
Mary. But it ftands a monument of fomething 
mo e. The collifion of one falfehood with 
an her, has often demonftrated the forgery of 
both. It "does [0 here • . And this was the 
great reafon, for my proving the falfehood of 
Throgmorton's reported flanders, by fo long a 
quotation. In thore, the rebels fuew. their vi­
rulent eagernefs to calumniate their Ql1een. The 
more virulent is their calumny, the greater ap­
pears to be their eagernefs. They have even 
gone fo far in both, as to report what undermines 
its own credibil,ity by its exaggerations)andbetrays 
its torgery by its extr~vagance i that Mary pro­
tffted lhe would refign her crown, and go ~ a 
fimple darnfd, to wander over the world with 
Bothwell. Yet, in all thi. :wild rage of cahlln':' 
nia-tion againfther, hen they were fodefperately 
bent upqn J.,~ ber and dignity in the 
duff, THEY s.ub .Pl' III J>. OF TH};; LETTERS . 

Had the leners been now aifcovcred~ they could 
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not but have mrntioned them, t~ 
but have produced them. Eith ray, lh y 
would have overpqwered the emb:iffadour with 
them. They woUld have fe't their foot firmly' 
upon them. They would then ha,ve thaktn 
the too yielding heart of the emba(fadOulj moft 
effectually, from them. But TftEY SAID NOT A­

WORD OF THE LETT1RS. The letters, ther .. 
fore, were not yet difcovered. Ana the account, 
which the rebels gav~ afterward of their feizing 
Dalgleifhe and the letters on the 20th of JUDe, 
is all a folemn banter upon the credulity of the 
times. 

But we may re·urge the- argument with c ual 
efficacy, from another report in the letter. This 
is very different from the other. It is indeed 
quite oppofite to it. Yet it carries the fame 
look of exprefiivenefs, and fpeaks with the fame 
tone of energy, in favour of Mary. "As far 
" as I Can perceave," adds tbe embaffadour, 
(C they intend not °either to touch the <lEeen in 
H [uerty or in HONOUR, for THEY DO ltPUK OF 

cc HER wrTH RESPl!Cr AND R.,V.lIlINC!." If 
the letters had been 1fD'TD diCca. red, they could 
nol have intended not to tovch die ~cen in her 
honour, they could nDt have fpo of her with 
f<:fpetl: and reverence. They m have inteilded 
to affault her honour violently. 'Rler muft have 
fpoken of her as dlJltervus ftrumpet. They 
mull: have loaded name with fOul imputa-
tions of mucder. 

To there evidences out of this important let-
ter, I 1hall fubj . Nor am 1- altaid 

fil 







But Th~orton wrote again on the EIGH~ 
TrENT". "1 hav~ fpoken particulai'/y," he fayS; 
«c with the Earle MORTON," who is faid to 
ha e feized the letters on the "2bth of June be­
fore, "the Lord of Lidington, and Sir JAMES 

" ALFOUR captain of this caftle," who is faid to 
ave given up the letters on the zoth. But 

does be hear any thing of the letter from them? 
1'To! They frill refufe him an audience. They 
Hill .deny him accefs to Mary. But they have 
no new reafons for either. They frill SAY NOT A 

WORD OF THE LETTERS. 

T-hrogmorton then goes to the news of t'~ e 
day. Robert Me1v'll, the ven- m<l!1 who em 
as an mhaffadour from Mary to Elizabeth, in 
the month of May before, to explain the reafons 
of her marriage; who carried letters with him 
from the prefent rebels to Murray, and who lef~ 
them with Gecil for him; came "from the ~een 
~( in Lo€hlevin to this town the 6th [it fhould be 
{( the 16th]· of July, and brought a letter from 
"her." He mentions he contents of this letter, 
(1S rtportea to hi",. i-Je then tells of a [ecret 
correfpondence, whidi he has found means (by 
Robert Melvill, no doubt, aCting" in his voca­
"ticn" of t1flliJle k very) 0 commence with 
the ~een. This aUthoritatively (,xplains the 
Othel In rblll, it is faid, "llie will by no means 
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Ie yield to abandon Bothell for her hufband, 
" nor relinquilh him. which matter will do her 
~ , moO: harm of aU, and hardened\ theft loids to 
I( gre.lt feverity againO: ber." In his letter im­
m diately preceding, ThrogmortOn had told us 
a reported falfehood concerning her, exattly of 
the fame tendency. I [hen took ~rticu1ar. pain. 
to refute it. B\Jt here it is refuted by his OWJl 

account of his owr\ letter from her. In both, 
Mary rdufes to renounc--e Bothwell for her huf­
band. But in the latter {he affigns a reafon fatis­
faCtory to the higheft, delicacy. She H ground 
" herfelf upon this reafon," fay's Throgmorton, 
c, takil1'l' herjelf 10 be je't.'Cft weeks g07le with child, 
cc [and that], by renouncing BotheU~ fh6/holtJd 
" ackno·wledge herJelf to be with child ofa jaffard, 
" and to have forf~ited her honour, which SHE 

"WOULD NOT DO TO DIE FOR IT." This laft 
fhoke is quite in the elevated one 6f Mary's 
former m' gnanimity. - It muft be Harticwarly 
pleafing to every dignified fpirit. But, to the 
low-fouled policy of a Throgmorton, it natu­
rally appeared to be too high-fet. He raw noc 
the evident refutation, that h.is own I~tter from 
J.Yf uy fupplied of his f~rmer and of his prefent 
flanders againO: her. He t not this ray of 
heaven, that now lighten from the mind of 
Mary. "1 have penwade4 her,": he adds in the 
difgraceful ftrain -Of • cold-blooded politician, 
in order "to faViC ~ OU'al. 'li/.e and her (bitti, to 

u choofe 

.. ----~-~~--~--~--~--------~---------~ 



'" chOofe the elft hard condition. It Her own He 
'WIS ftill tbre!~ned, we fee. It as threatened 
too by fo fp'cedy a {ate, as would involve h r 
child 'in the fame deftruCtion with herfdf. And 
yet the "'~ threateners of death to her and her 
emb 0 child, DID NOT SAY A W'OAD OF T'HE 

LEkS. The murder Wai projetted and was 
reatened, firft; and the letters were dijcovereJ 

afterward, to juftify the threats, and to authorize 
the p~jea:. 

"Although the lords and councelors," as 
Throgmorton ~s on, " fpeak rroere11tiy, mildly, 
"and charitably of their QEeen, fo as I cannot 
" gather by their fpeech any intention [0 cruelty 
it or violence; )Ii t I do find by intelligence, that 
" the ~een is in very great ptriJ of her life, by 
"reafon that the people affembled at th!.s con­
H \Ve.Iltion do mind 'fJebemmlty the dejJruEtion of 
c 'her." The refpeCt tbewn by the leaders, proves 
the letters 1101 to have been yet difcovered. And 
the malice the\1\Cn by the reft, coincides in C': i­
aence with it. 'l'bis pretends not to any letters, 
as the reafon and ground of its malice. . Cf'hat 
prcdudeli every i~ea of the letters. And this 
Mars and Venus ofScotlfnd, Bothwell and Mary, 
have not Jtt been ca t in the iron net of adul-
tery, and exhibited a {~acle of derifion, 
either to thde 80<\s «rebellion, Or to the humble 
mortals &10" them. 

. "It is 11 puhli ~edll' 'Ehrogmorton 
~owever, " ~g{\ .all 'he ~opleJ and amongfl: 
" .II ~ft'le favi~ OC the counfellor J that their 

o IllQrc libcm nor priviledge to 
" commit 
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"commit MURDn. nor ADULTERY, than any 
" .other private ~rfon, neither by God' ) l: , 

"nor y the laws of this realm." Thi~ is the 
firft hint that occurs 'n all the papers 'Of the rilm t 

concerning any charge of adultery, or roncemin 
any imp tation of murder, agai Mary. ei­
ther had beeD thought of before. But they, both 
appear now. :And yet, even yet, the very im­
puters of adultery, the very dia~rs with mur­
der, SAY OT A WORD OF THE LITTERS. Theft 
VI re not yet difcovered. Thefe were not yet 
fabricated. Thefe wer not yet plumed. And 
the rebel fiory of their difcovery on the ~oth of 
June before, ftands ~culiarly con v iCted of forgery 
at this moment. 
. But, though the letters are not in being, the 
charges in them againft Mary art. The chargts 
therefore were invented firft. The lett~rs were 
f~b ieated afterwards. This is very plain upon 
the prefent paffages. The charges were circu­
lated at this period, with a malicious inauftry, 
among the loweft and middle ranks of b£e. They 
were peculiarly calculated by their nature, tu 
faften on the minds and fpirirs .of thefe. W&re 

intellect is little exercifc.d, and where the 
paffions ate greatly agitated as is the cafe in all 
fuch revolutio~ as the pre t; and here the 
principles of hiftticical credibility are little known 

d lees confidereq, ':u was ~culiarly the cafe 
then with the midlle ran nc f~ety in Scot­
land, and has al~ &en,.and ways will ~t, 
with rhe lo'lWft in odaftd and iii EllIland; any 
bold and rnyfteri Jiafmife of ll&f1d~rJ any ia-

4 tim\tiol) 
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timation of a dark arid dre:tdful villa'oy, however 
abf"rd in its matter, however in¢redible in its 
manne, and however un-founded and un-authen­
ticated in both, will operate, with the forct of 
a demonfttation. A WARMING-PAN will become 
p-tgnant. A whole nation of ph,lofophers and 
thinkers, once believeCl it to have been fo. The 
faith has even remained impreffed upon their ' 
uefcendants, for two or three generations fince. 
And there are few of our Prdbyttrians at pre­
tent, who do not ftill believe the truth of the 
ftory, rfhis aftor.ifhing proof of the political 
credulity of our fathtrs and of ourfdves, may 
ferve at once to illuftl'att, and to excu[e, the 
bigotry of the Prefby,terians of Scotland at that 
period. An extravagance of credulitYj in poli-, 
ticiJ matters p::culiady, has been, and frill is, 
the d(lgrading charaaeriftick of Prdbyterianifm 
in every part of 0 r iOand. They thus be­
lieved Mary to have lie en guilty of adultery, 
without a ilia.ciOw of a reafon for it. They 
then believed r to have been guilty of murder, 
klecaufe-they believed her to have been guilty 
of adUltery before. tfhey reared Pelion upon 
Olfa, and Otra they: founded on air. 

All this, no ooubt. proceeded at firfr from the 
artful in6nuations of fome leaders in mifchief. 
Tnefe thre out the tab.. to catch the filly 
multitude. Falling into ,he ilot-bt-d of popular 
folly, the feeds dt«e 8~ P and flourifued ex­
ceedingly. Aad tben :'be rebel lords took up 
meir 0 n irifinuat~ from the lips of the vul­
ger, ~J:ed them far {o1emo truths, and con· 

firmed 



AllY <l.UEEN OF SCOTS. 

finned them-by the letters. This is a curious 
inftance of that invertdl proeers in knavery, which 
has often been ured., I fear, to impo{e upon the • 
good people of this iiland. When there are fo 
many thouUi,trds among us, who will pretend to 
judge of pubHck tranfaetions, without one:: atom of 
knowledge to dired them, and with a large fund of 
inflammable matter within to miOead them; they 
are fur~ to. become a prey to the knowing, the 
artful, -and the un-principled. J\1ft [0 it was, 
but in a ~uch . higher degree:; in Scodand then. 
The rel5eJs heel no ground for th,eir calumnies at 
the time. They pretended to none. Had diey, 

, Thro,.gmorton, who was 1'0 ready to report' every 
. calumny againft Mary, muft have dwelt with a 
peculiar e9lPhafis upon this. Yet they threat­
ened he with depofition. Yet they threat~ned .f 
her with death. Yet they threatened the child 
within her with death too. What a pieture is 
this, of tbe knaves who had breathed the wh ifpers 
of calumny againft her, and of the fools wHo had 
inhaled them from their mouths; of the ftllpidity 
of thefe) in believing without reafoD, without­
authority; of the mafterlineis of thofe~ in mak.inga 
nothing to operate fo forcibJy for their views; 
and of the favageneis of both, in fo a.ccufiqg and fo 
threatening a lady, who was then fuppofed' to be 
pregnant, and a' <l!:!een, who was and is an ho­
nou.\' t() their, Qation. . \ 

But, t,"",ugh tb~ accufi4~ had not an inch 
of ground to reft. upon at prefeDt, they had af. 
terwards. They ~te lowe,R:G. tioan the fituation 
in which tQeJ ftGbcIlhQvG'ing like vap~m in the 





but that even Dalgleifhe himfdf was not i and 
that, when he was feizea, the letten were not 

-feized with him. This is a ~erful addition to 
all the accumulated evidences of t~ forgery 
iTefore. And it comes in the more ufefulll herr~ 
as we have juft feen the ~een openly fet up· by 
all ranks and orders of the rebels, cxctpt the 
counfellon, 

A fixed figure. for the time of {cora 
To point ita flow unmoving &,er at. 

" The Earl of Bothwell," fays Throgmorton~ 
cc " and all hil adherents and airociates, be put to 
cc the horn by the ordinary juftice of this town" 
" named the lords of the feffion; and command­
" ment given to all fheriffs, and all oilier officers, 
cc to apprehend him, and all other his folLowers 
"and receiptors." The rebels, it (eems, had 
induced or compelled the lords Of femon and 
all the retajners of the court, to refume the dif .. 
charge of t"cir refpeaive fUBaions; by their pro.. 
clamation of June the ~u ft before. Bothwell was 
then "chargeit to underly the law" before tbem; 
and "yairfoir, in default of finding Of kJuerrie," 
fay the rebels by a 'proclamation of July the 
Z I ftJ " he is ordourlic deJlUncia: ouce foveranis re­
ce bell, and put to ye horne ... • This appears 
from the prefent letter, to have been cloDe {inee 
the date of tbe laA, and only the 4aY before 
the date of this. ADd let us, bdore e proceed, 
ma..-k the incoofi . of the _ds, in their 

, ij,Ccounts of dw a*1tt; fOr hi BcxhweJl was 
now condemaea<~ici.aDy ia his abfcncc. . 



t GoodaU. ii. 64 :rnd 67. 
1lAAQcrfon, i. '31 aud 13l. 

Thus 
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Thus he, who was well known to ALL to be the 
author of the murder at the very time~.and of whofe 
guilt they themfelves were fo fure that they ~lhJ­
ally took up arms to punHh it; was fo little known 
at the time to be guilty; that they really took up 
arms to refcue the ~een, not to punifh him, 
that they were firft informed of his guilt aftet 
they had taken up arms, and that then they were 
obliged to couple the divorce and the feizure 
with the information, in order to deduce his guilt 
from all together. 

On the 16th of June they dare not rely on tfte 
I FORMATION, which they had received on the 
12th. They only glance at it now, though it 
was their principal argument then. They dwell 
wholly on the circunillances, that were only cor­
roborative before. In a bond of a1Tociation 
which they drew up, on the day of fending the 
~een away to prifon, and in confequence Of 
rt;folving upon this execrable villainy, they fay; 
that there was " no maner of juft trye11 takin, 
(C nor ment to be takin, for the CryDlC" of the 
king's murder, H albeit, in all tbis 1)1111, the mur­
H ~hereri~ wer weill mCl(cb Rn4win i for quho 
" culd be ignorant thairof, and not cleirly fee 
" it, behalding the proceiding of Erl Bothwell 
(, the tyme of the attempting that odioua faa, and 
(C continuallie fynccfyne? That Wet fufficient, 
cc althocht there wer na uther ~uiff~'~ But 011 

the 26th we find.the Mbels rej«ting both their 
deduCtions and their informal" J ana founding 

VOL. I. 
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his guilt upon a nc:w point. c, Of the quhi!k 
f( murther N:0W' /' dley fay, cc be -"if! try ell toikin., 
~t ~e, is f0und, not anlie to have biq the inventor 
'" and devyft'r, but the executer wjth his awin 
"handis!'· And yet on the ' ~7th, the very day 
afterwards, they order William Blackater, James 
EdmoJ;1ftone) John Blackater, and ¥ynar }<'rafer, 
to be put to the fOrcure " for furthering of 
H the tryall of the verttie."t Th trial. there­
fore had been held befor~ the 26th of J une, and 
yet was ftill to be held On the 2.7tlL The truth 
had appeal'ed on th~ 26th, and had di(appeared 
on the' ~7th again. 

Throgmorton alfo informs us from the rebels 
on the 14th, that Bothwell has been " with 
" mahifeft evidence notoriou{1y deteCted to be 
,{c the principall murderer. ht Accordingly., on 
the 26th of June before, the rebels dee.iared of 
Bothwell, that C'C , his awin fervants, being in 
JC companie with him at that unworthie de,id," 
the murder, " hes teftifiet" to his fhare in it.R 
Yet on the :z.7th foul' retainers of his.were ordered 
to be tortuted~ c( for furthering Qf the tryail of 
(( the veritie." And tbe two firft of hisfervants, 
that were ever pretended fpecifical1y and by, name 
to betaken, welt not taken till the 17th or 18t;h 
of July; ant! then they t confeff'ed )itcb (undry 
"circumftances/, fays ThrogO'lOrton in this dif­
patch of the I1kh, "fll it apptar~h t'Qitient/y, 
~c that he, the faid Earl, ... as one of the principal 

t Keith, 407. 
~I ~clfon, i. 140, 

ft , executors 
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'c executors of the murder, in his own perion. 
"accompanied with fundry others, of whicu 
rc number I cannot yet certainly learn the names, 
tr but of three of them, tha is to fay, tw.() of the 
" Ormifl:ons of Tivot. dall, and one Haybom 
cc of Bolton: the lords would be glad, that none 
cc of the mu derers lhould have any favour or 
cc receipt in England; and hereof their defue is; 
(C that the officers upon the border may be warn .. 
H ed." This then was the grand ::era of difco .. 
very concerning the murder. The trials taken, 
the deteCtions made, the informations, and the 
fervanrs, which have been mentioned before, are 
a:ll as falfe as they are contradiCtory. And all 
form a wonderful addition to the mafs of fa1fe ... 
hood and forgery, which we have feen before. 

But who were thefe i'ervants of Bothwell, that 
:were now taken and that now confeffed? Let 
us fee Throgmorton's account of them. "The 
cc Earl of Bo~hell'<s POl. TiR, and one of his other 
cc SERVITORS OF HI! CHAMBER, being appre­
" hended; have confeffed fuch fundry circum4 

(c anees, as it appearerh evidently, that he, the 
" faid Ear], was one of the principal executors of 
fC the murder," &c. Bothwell's porter was Wil .. 
liam POW1'ie, called (( fervitor to the ErIe Both .. 
(C we1l" in fome d pofitions puoIifhed by the 
rebels,· denomina ed exprefsly (t Powrie Ie por .. 
Ie tier" in the kcc)nd coafeftion of Paris,t 
and caUed «lually by the pz:eceding depofitions 
in another place, cc William Powrie fervitor and 

t Goodall, ii. 11. , 
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