
pccabon, an incident, which he could not but 
have noti~ed witl the (C trumpet tongue" of ene!
gy, if i had happened; and is £till plainer, if 
po ffible, front his notice of the letters, as m~ n
tioned for the tirft time by thy rebels) i~ a. dif
patch 'Which he wrote feveral days afterward. The 
whole formal and pompous talt:: therofore, which 
the rebels have given us of the feizure of Dal
glei£h~ and the letters on the 2o~h of June, ap-=
pears ag~in for the twentieth time, and appears 
every tim~ with an additional weight of evidence, 
to be an impudent effort of experiment, to try 
how far the credulity: of their credulous party 

... would extend. ~ 
Throgmorton wrote ,gain to Elizabeth. on 

~he l'fINETEENT~. Matters \\Teee now ripening 
faft to a conclufion~ "The repair to this 
fC town doth pegin to be' great," 'he, fays, "and 
f~ l men which kept no place of counfellors, and 
~, yet 0.£ good regard, do boldly and overtly 
" by their fpeech utter great Tigo\lr and extr,e
~f mitie againft the!! Sovereign, faying, ~t fhaB 
f( ,not be in (he power of any withilZ this realm~ 
'~neither without, to keep her from condign 
~, puniihmel}t for her notorious ~riffies:' ,They 
thus charge the ~{'en with" notoriOlls crimes." 
They thus threaten her with <f condign pu
C( ni£hmentU for them. They thus defy .111 the 
efforts. of the royalifts, and all tuc-< exertions 
of EEzabeth, to fave her from the.jr. avenging 
~ands. They were mad enough, to fan~y the 

, R~rtfon, ii. 374-37~. 
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truth of all their furmifes, and to intend the 
execution of all their menaces. Yet thefe very 
madmen SAW )lOT A. WOlt~ OF THE LETTER. 

Dalglei{ht: had been fci~ed only a day or two 
before. Powrie had been fei~ed with him. Their 
confeffions were now the common topick of the 
town. They themfelves w~re the firft "who 
H gave information of the manner of tlie mur
H ther." Yet, with all this new light breaking 
in upon the publick, the maddeft of the rebels 
SAID NOT A WOItD OF THB LETTERS. 

cc I find," adds Throgmorton, (C the matter 
(C likely to be brought to one of thefe four 
" iffues._ The tirft and beft is, to reftore th ir 
" ~een and Sovereign to her liberty 'and royal 
~( eftate," &c. (( The next and iecond degree 
fC is, that the C!!:!e n lhall abandon this realm, 
"and-refign all government-to-her fon," 
&c. " The third end and degree is, to profecute' 
" jufti c againft the Queen, If) make her procifs, 
" to condemn h r, to crown the prince, and to 
(C keep he~ in pri qn. (lJI the days of ber life within 
'F this realm. To thi opinion there doth lean 
cc (as far as I can underftand) both the moJl p.rl 
" of the coulffellors. and (J great .any otbers." 
Only the very day before, ~hrogmorton has in~ 
formed us, that' the IQrds and councelors fpeak 
fC reverently, mildly~ and charitably of heir 
tc Queen, fo as 1 cannot gather by their fpeech 
" any intention to cruelty or violence:'~ Only 
nve days before, he hath alfo informed us, that 
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(C they do [peak of her with refpett and reve
'c. rence, and ao affirm, as I do leafn, that the 
" conditions aforefaid accomplifhed," the mur
der profecuted and the divorce made, (c they 
" will both put her IQ her liberty, and rcftore her If) 

'f her efta/e,". Yet now, we fee, " the moft part 
" of the counfellors," in only five days, in only 
one, without a fingle difcovery intervening, and 
SAYING NOT A WORD OF THE LETTERS, are fo 
entirely changed; that they, who were for reftor
ing her to her liberty and her crown, are now 
for pretending to try her, to condemn her, to 
depofe her, and to keep her in prifon for life. 
The quicknefs of the tranfition fhews evidently 
the artificialnefs of the change. They had been 
[ecretly poifoning the people, with their infamous 
calumnies againft Mary; and they had been artfull 
deferring the audience of the Englifh embaffa
dour, that they might fee the opera~ion of th ir 
drugs; before they ventured upon the comple
tion of their meafures. And a 000 as they faw 
the delirium, wluch they had brought on by their 
potions, to be firong enough to be~r them out 
in aU that; they intended; they changed their 
language without one blufh of {harne, and they 
entered upon their meafures without one com
punction of remorfe. Yet, with all this hypo
crify before and all this flagitioufnefs b hind~ 
they SAID NOT A WORD Of THE LE.TTERS. 

"The laft and worft degree of all is:' adds 

• RQbcrtfon, ii. 31 I, July 14-' 

Tr.rogmarton~ 
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Throgmorton, (c not only to have the ~een's 
" proccfs made and her condemnation publick, 
" but alfo THE DEPR1VATJO ' of her ESTATE and 
U LIFE to enfue. A great 11umber do prefer this 
"before the other going before, becaufe they 
cc fear they ihall want fure means to keep her 
rc ALIV.E in prifon," &c.· Yet even thefe fanatick 
favages, who mounted up in principles at once, 
to' all that eternal difgrace of our country, the 
regicidal butchery of i648, did not pretend to 
haVl any letters againfl her. They were for 
trying, for condemning, for beheading her. But 
THEY SAID NOT A WORD OF THE LETTERS. 

And yet the very lords could afterwards allow, 
could afterwards affirm, and could afterwards with 
a felfifh folemniry maintain" that their conduB: 
paft and to come, in imprifoning and depoCing 
their ~een, could be vindicated by" no other 
" way or ~l1oyen" pbffible to be found, than by 
appealing to the letters. 

Throgmorton Wrote again to EliLaberh on the 
TWENTY-FIRST, and inc10fed an anfwer in form, 
which the rebel lords had given him at laft, to 
fome of his requifitions. t This anfwer and dif
patch 'Were thought to have been loft. But the 
latter has been found. And the former was 
only difgllifed by a falfe date to ir, the I J th 
fbr the 2oth4 I 1hall begin with the anfwer, 
and end with the difpatch. 

The rebel lords ftill defer his audience, on tlle 
pour pretence of the abfence of fome amonga 

.. Keith, 4Z0-.pI. 
Pref. xi. 

t Ibid. 4z8• ; Ibid. 417, :wd 

tllem i 
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(l1em; a pret~ce tHat would never be wanting, if 
they chofe it. 011 the 15th,. it feems)) he had pre. 
fented a " great apd large remonftrance" to them, 
\lpon their rebellion ~gainfr ,the authority, and 
:upon their imprifonment of the perfoh, .Of thei r 
~een; "putting them in mind of roe duties of 
~c fubjeCl:s towards the.r natural princes." They 
therefore, for Elizabeth's and his '~better fatis
cc faCtion herein," do now Cf declare fome part 
~~ of their intents and proceedings." ! Now then, 
if they have the letters~ they will cert,ainly men
tiOIl thetn. And we {hall have at bft fome 
intimation of this grand difcovery, upon which 
in the D~cember following they gro~md fl.U their 
paft) and even all their future, tranraa:ipns~ fOf 
their full and complete vindication. 

Yet we are frill doomed to difappointments. 
They ftiH SAY NOT A WORD OI<' THE LETT£RS, 

They even fay, what e~idently fh~ws they haq 
not the letters yet. cc Firft," they fay, '~we 
" pray her Highnefs," Elizabeth, "t.O conceive 
., Qf US, that we take fio pleafure to deal with 
(( our Sovereign after: this fort, AS WE ARE . 

~'PRESENTLY [at prGfentl ENFORCED TO DO, 

• cc being THE PERS,QN IN THE WORLD WHOM (ac
(c cording- 'to our bounden duty) WE HAVE IN 

HOUR ItEAllTS ~OST llEVERED AND HONOURED, 

"whofe grandeur W~ HAVE MOST Et"RNESTLY 

(( WISHED, . and WITH THl\: HAZl\RQ OF. OU~ 
~'LIVES would have ENDEAVOURED OURSELVES 

"TO HAVE PROCURED IT!' All this alledged 
honour and reverenct! (or the ~een's perf on" 

, Keith, 4'4~ 
' 11 



Jd A It Y ·Q..V ~ EN 0 F S COT s. 267 

all this· earneftnefs of willies for her grandeur l 
and all this readinefs to promote her grandeur~ 
('ven at the hazard of their liV'es ; however hypo
critical and falre, are plainly extended down tq 
the prefent moment, as proofs that ,hey ,tow take 
no pleafure in what they are now enforced to d!>. 
But they could not talk in this (train III prifmtJ if 
they had intercepted, if they had fAbricated, or 
if they had planned. any let.ters againft her. 

They then dwell frrongly t1pOn the murder or 
the King, and the acquitta1 of BC)thwell: though 
the former was executed, in concert with Both· 
wel], by MORTON their leader; and though, at 
the latte'r, MORTON was not contep.t to have laid 
his trains in feeret for the deliveranc of Both
~ell) but frood openly during the trial within the 
fame bqx with him." They next dwell more 

ftrongly 

*" See Jebb, i. 403' But Jebb, i, 464, informs us of 
Morton's ftanding in the box with Both ell, at the trial. 
And Camden, Tranf. 94, and Orig. I 17, tells 115 what is 
much more, that Morton undertook the management of hb 
whole caufe for him, "Mortonio caufam ej\1s fuftinente." 
Thefe t\\;'o nocic4s unite together, to {hew us the main [pring 
'that fet the whole machine a going. The four affcffors to 
the hereditary judge, Argyle, were plainly piCked out for the 
purpofe; being all four warm friends to Morton and the 
faction, being all four deeply engaged in the rebellion with 
him, and being all four commiffioned with him afterwards to 
charge Bothwell and Mary with that murder, of which they 
acquitted Bothwell no\v (Keith, ~ 75). Buchanan tells us 
exprefilly, " that the murdereris thcwfelii. maid the cbufe of 
~, ye judges" (DetC'Glion, 31, ii. Anderfon, and 294, 1. Jebh). 
The flaw in the iDdidment too, which fixed the 9th of 
February for the day csf rhe murder, when it was aCtually 
~ommitted about two on thr mommg of the loth, was ~OD-. ~~ 
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ftrongly upon the feizureJ and forced marriage, 
of the <l!:!een. They fay fhe was (( cd captive" 

by 

Hived by Morton in concurrence with John Spens, one of . 
. the OJ:!een's two advocfltes and profecutpJ'li (And~rfon, ii. 97), 
who was ,Probably engaged in the murder ljmfe1f (Andcr
fon, i. 48). and who was certainly embarked In the rebellion 
afterwards (Keith, 452); as an additional ba.rrier of fecu
rity ·to Bothwell (Anderton, ii. 98 and 114). Morton 
c()~\ld not !ell, what evidence Lenox mjght bave obtained 
COlli;;~1'lling the murder. He knew Bothwell's guilt and his 
own fo well, as to be clear he might obtain the full eft. And, 
os the affelI'ors .in fuch a cafe would have been compelled to 

I condemn, it was re'luifite to have a fecond fubterfuge. For 
this reafoll alfo, he added a third. To prevent tht produc
tion of evidence, W:lS better than to baffie it when it was 
produced. Morton, thcl''1fore, 'provided a body of'armed men 
with a flag to att·end Bothwell to the place of trial (An
der[on, ii. 157. and Keith, 405). Thefe were meant only fo\' 
a terrour to the timid Lenox. They could be intende:i for 
nothing elfe. They could not have refcued Bothwell from 
pun)nl1l)ent, if' he h'ad been condemned. A condemnation 
alfo was clfeetually precluded, by the meafuJ'es already taken. 
And they could not be calculated to countel:aCl: any armed 
mell with Lenox, becaufe Lenox was coming without any 
(Andorfon, ii. 106-107). 'rhey were intended therefore 
LO terrify only. They wer intended, fay the rebels them
[Clves, "that nane (Oll~d compel!," to pcrfew him." (Keith, 
405)' This they did completely. Lenox had now reached 
Stirling on his w'ay to the trial. He there heard of the 
prepared foldiery. He was alarmed. He ftopt where he 
,",as. He wrote to the Q.!!eell, to defer the trial 011 accoulJt of 
his jicknifs (Anderfon, i. 52-53)' And, findiug t.he trial w~~ 
not to be deferred and would come on the next day, he fo 
fa~ recovered hiillfelf, as ftill to determine no~ to appear, 
but to fend over his fenant with a letter to the court, and 
'to ivow th real reafon of his abfence. " The caus of his 
" abfence," he fays, " is the fchortnes of tyme, and that he is 
t' p.cnyi,t of his freilldis an9 feF~dis, qUha [\dd have accom, 

" pa!\yi~ 
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hI" Bothwell. They fay {he was (( by fear, force," 
&e. "compelled" to marry him. And they con
fequently had not yet an idea llof apy letters, that 
fhould {hew {he was feized by her own manage
ment, was married by her own concurrence, and 
had been an adulterous whore to him before. 
But they tell us this feeret, even more pointedly 
afterwards. (C What refi:ed," they fay, for 
Bothwell " to fininl the work begun, and to 
cc aecomplifu, the whole de fire of his ambitious 
" heare, but to fend the [on a[rer the father, and, 
" as might be fufpected, feeing him keep another 
" wife in frore, TO MAKE THE Q,yEEN ALSO DRINK 

" OF THE SAME CUP, to the end he might in
"vefr himfelf with the crown of the rea.lm ?". 
The rebel lords at this time, it is plain, had 
not admitted even one falitary idea into their 
minds, of any adulterous commerce 'betwixt the 
Queen and Bothwell. The idea indeed had been 
ftarted among the multitude, but it was nO,r yet 
admitted by the lords. It never was admitted 
by them. It '£lrft became general among the 

" panyit him to his honour andjrzr.eti( of hb b,.(f, in refpefi of 
" ihe greit1zeJ of his[Both}Vell's] pattie, and he having aJIiftance 
" of na freindis hot only himfelf" (Anderfon, ii. 106-107). 
And, with the fame view, Morton appeared in the box with 
Bothwell, to countenance and to encourage him. ~I there' 
meafures a~'e only fo many gradation. i.n one {cale of vil. 
laloy, They are all parts of one fyftem. They were 
therefore the aCts of one directing mind. And this mind, a, 
Camden informs us, was Morton's. Camden gives the ge
neral work to Morton. And Jebb, i. 464, appropriates Qlft , 

of the particulars tltptifs!Y to him. 
*" Keith, 417-.u8. 

peopJe, 
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people, and then the letters were refolved upon 
by the lords. And this forms a moll: complete 
\rindication of the ~een from the charge-. It 
not only {hews the letters not to have been then 
intercepted. It {hews them not to have been 
then thought of: It fuews the fundamental 
principle of them all not to have th n exifted, ill 
the belief of thofe hypocritical and calumnious 
wretches. 

But the rebel lords reinforce this ftriking de
cIarationJ by a rep tition of it. They even' rein
force it, with a pointed addition in their manner. 
u It behoved us affuredly," the-y faYJ "to have 
tt recommended the fOtH of our prince, and of 
" the moft part of ourfelves, to God's hands; 
" and, as we may firmly velieve, the SOUl. AL'SO 

H OE OVR SOVERErGN THE ~EEN, who SHOULD 

" "NoT HAVE I.rVJ!.D WITH HIM HALF A YEAR TO 

" AN END, as may be conjectured by the iburt 
" time they lived together, and the maintaining 
" of his other wife at home at his houfe." And 
they thus thew us in the moft convincing man· 
ner, that tne charge of adultery againft Mary 
was never tholilght of by themfelves, in all their 
;wi·kle.ft frenzies of caJurnny againft ,her, while 
the Killg was living, while the §(,uee:n was a widow, 
or while BfJihwell was aftually preJtnt wiJh her; 
that it was never believed by them, even after 
they had taken tip armll, even after they had iI,l
duced her to :abandon Bothwell, even after they 
had thww.n the ~een jnto a prifon, ~or evert 
after the accufation was firmly believed amoIlg 
the populace i and that the charge of murder, 

which 
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-which was founded only on the charge of adul
tery, muft of courfe have been later frill than 
this, in its reception among them. 

The rebel lords had now gone on to the laft 
limits of hypocrify. They had been avowing 
fenciments of moderation to their ~een. They 
had no thoughts of blafting her charaCter. They 
had not an idea of touching her life. They meant 
to reftore her to her liberty and her crown. In 
all this they were undoubtedly hypocritical. But 
why were they fo? They were waiting to fee the 
influence of their political ,harms upon the en
chanced multitude, at the ecc1efiaftical affembly 
on the 20th. If the multitude ihould then prove 
to have been deaf to the voice of thefe charmers, 
and be for mild meafures to their young and 
amiable princers; then the lords muft have aeted 
as they faid, followed the inclinations of the po~ 
pulace, and reftored their Queen. But, if the 
people ihuuld appear to have been wrought upon 
ftrongly by the force of their magick, and to be ' 
ready and clamorous for any exorbitancies of ufurc 

pation; they ihould recall all that they had faid, 
they fhould wrap themfelves up in the temp eft 
that they had raifed, 

Ride in the whirlwind, and direct the frorm. 

They 'fere now come to this, period. The 
mel?bers of the affembly were all for violence. 
(. Yow harde yefterdaye," fays Lethington to 
Throgmorton on the 20th, Hand fomewhat thys 
U daye, how bathe yow and I weere publykelye 
~' taxed in the preachynges, thoughe we we ere not 

, "named: 
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ct named: wee mull: be fayne to make a vertue 
" of neceffytie, and forbeare neyther to doe our
ce felves good, the ~ene, nor 0 r countrye:
rc to my great gryeffe I fpeake that, the ~ene 
" my Soveraygne maye not be abyden amongefi: 
" us: and thys ys not tyme to doe hir good, if 
" {he be ordeyned to have auye." ce Mr. Knox," 
adds Throgmorton in this very letter, cc dothe 
cc contynew hys feveare exhortacyons, as well 
(( agaynfte the ~ene as agaynfre Bodwell; 
" thretnynge the greate plage of God to' thys 
cc wholle countrey and naryon, yf {he be fpared 
C( from her condigne ponyfuement:' Such a 
deluded ideot in his notIons, and yet fueh a wilQ 
ravel' in his fpeeches, was this ANTI-POPE ()f 
Scotland! cc The convencyon of all the churches,': 
Throgmorton fubjoins, -" dorhe houlde; and 
." thys daye (being the 21 of this monetbe) theye 
" are affembled in the Tollebowthe, where they 
(C doe propounde fuch matters as they intende to 

, (C treate of at thys tyme.-They be verye auda-
ec cyous, and yt appearethe theyre hartes be 
cc mervelowOye hardened agaynft theyre Sove-

'" raygne; which God mollefye." The fpirit of 
Knox refted upon them alL They {hared in his 
idiotcy. And they partook of his ,ravings. The 
rebel lards therefore, as we fee by Lethington's 
verbal intimations to Throgmorton, were already 
refolved to throw themfelves upon the current of 
popular fury, that ran fo frrongly in their favour, 
and to float on it to the farthefl: point, which they 

"had ever wiibed to reach. 
Throgmorton accordingly infonns us, in his 

covering 
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coveting dilpatch to their anfwer, thus.-cc Your 
" Majefl:ie," he fays,-" mycht perc.:eyve by Illy 
" letters of the J 9 of J uJyc, upon fuch groundes 
H as T made-my cul1cct.'on<;, that th' yffue of thys 
cc g reat l11:ltter heerew.ls hkc to be dC({Tm yned by 
" one of the fom dcgrC'l; .1 nd cndcs in my (,yde let
" tres Illencyoned; :1lbc:t [ dyd }lryncypallyc rel ye 
cc by conjet2ure upon the t\\()e Llf1c and extremefl:. 
C( But nowe 1 have by :lffl1l"cd intI J]Y"'ence (not -

.0 

({ withflanding this fmowthl~ ipe:lciJe, mtred by 
(( theys lordes in thys Wryt;I,:'C which I fc:n(le 
(( your Majeftie) they b ee n:folvt:d to put in 
cc executyon forthew:th the coronatyon of th e 
cc yonge . prynee, witll the ~encs confenr, yf 
" they C:ln obteyne tile JJ.llle; pwmyCynge her, 
« t:lat her confonnyctyc iI; thys llutter {hall al .... 
(( fme unto her, that rhl.'y rncanc not neyther to 

cc towclle her ill honor nor iil Iy:fc, neyther othcr
" v;yfe to pracede :!~,:1y n!l her j~tdycpllye by 
" ,\ :lyL of })f(1f'\'s; otlLn"'y:e they ,in:' dnermyncd 
" to procede :J.;~aynft her [Jublj ktlye, by many
" ftflacian of fuche (:vy(kncc :15 they all. Junk 
H to charge her with. flIJll) for the perfec1),nge 
" of thys theyr.: entenr, th t')' have jtnt far all 
" tht.: lard es and gentlt'IlJCn, which they thynk~ 
cc wi ll con;oyp'ne with them,":: The rebels arc 

J '" 

t hus "refol ved to pllt in execution forthwith the 
C' coronation of [he young prince," and confe
quently to depore their (~Ieen, either with or 
withom her own con rent j at iIte Vtry time when 

-It Keith, P .cf. xi-xii, The hnguagc of this leiter ig 
much more {II/ti.m t th:"ll that ]f the others, becaufe this is 
printed li/,'mtim from the origln:lI . ' ... 

VOL. r. T they 
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they ar~ declaring, that {ht' is cc the perfon in 
cc the world, whom (according to their bounden 
" duty) they in their hearts moO: revere and ho~ 
cc nour, whofe grandeur they moft earneftly willi, 
" and with the hazard of their lives would en
"deavour themfelves to procure." They are 
thus. determined " to proceed againO: her judi
H cially by way of procefs," and" by manifefta
" tioun of fuch evidence as they are able to 
cc charge her with," for the murder of her hur
band j at the very moment, when by their 
own conjettures the real murderer of him, even 
Bothwellt meant "to make the Itueen alfo drink 
cc of the fame cup j" and when alfo, according
to their own cc firm belief," it was moO: probable 
the Itueen " fhould not have lived with hi"m 
" half a year to an end." 

The bane and antidote are both before us. 

The rebels had been long in the habit of pro
feffing a regard, a refpett, and a reverente for 
Mary, which was direCl:ly contrary to their real 
defigns againO: her. But thefe defigns they could 
not avow yet. They might never be able to 
avow them. They might be obliged to refign 
them up for ever., They mull wait to (ee, how 
nigh their own excited tide of factivn among the 
populace would rife, before they eouid either 
refign or avow. They therefore went on, fpeak
ing only the real regard, which the ~een's ami
ablenefs had long drawn from all of them j ex
preffing only the real refpett, whieh the <l.!:!een's 

virtues 
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virtues had long forced from all of them ; and de
claring only the real reverence, which the~een's 
dignity of mind and fpirit had long extorted from 
all of them. They even went on in the fame 
{train, when there was no longer the fame necef
fity for it, when the tide had' rifen up to their 
higheft water-mark, and when they could embark 
themfelves and their defigns upon it. From the 
active influence qf habit, from the lively energies 
of nature, and frOln the ftrong awe and controul, 
which the ~een's good and great qualities frill 
kept upon their fouls; they ftill went on, as the 
affertors of the ~een's innocence and the main
tainers of the <l!!een's honour, when they had 
actually refolved to depofe her;and when they had 
actually determined; if fhe would not confent to 
her own depofition, to charge her with the mur
der of her hufband, and to try her publickly for 
her life. And tJ1US, when they had taken their 
lafr and final refolution of profligacy, when they 
had mounted up to their highefr heights of impu
dence and calumny, and when they were nowriding 
the clouds in their extravagancies ofimagin::ttion 
againft her; in thofe very moments, by a happy 
interpofition of the idiotcy of wickednefs among 
them, did they fpeak in the ftrongeft terms for 
Mary that they had ever ufed yet, did they put 
them all down formally upon paper, and did they 
prefent them all formally upon paper to Elizabeth's 
embaffadour for his mifrrefs: fo forming one of the 
amplefr vindications of Mary, and one of the moLt . 
powerful condem ationsofthemfelves, thatis to be 
met with in all the re~ords of her and their hifrory. 

. T2 We 
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Weare now got a full month, beyond the date 
affignec1 by. the rebels for the pretended feizure 
of the letters. But we find that thefe have not 
been feized yet. Their own accounts at the 
time, evince the falfehood and forgery of their 
accounts afterward. Such dupes have the world 
been to the impofitions of thefe men! But we 
are now coming at laft, to fome intimation con
cerning the letters. And this will concur with 
the £lienee before, to wring thefe fraudulent 
wret es to the ground, and to pin them there 
for ever. 

Throgmorton wrote to Elizabeth again on the 
TWENTY-THIRD. * But ~his difpatch is loft. 
He wrote, however, the fame day to the Earl of 
Leicefter. This is pre[erved. In it he fpeaks 
thus. cc This ~een:' he fays, cc is like very 
(C jhortly to be deprived of her royal eftate, her Jon 
" to be criwned king, and the detained in priJon 
U within this realm, and the fame to be governed 
" in the young King's name, by a councd confifting 
" of certain of the nobility and other wife men 
" of this realm. t" The plan of proceeding is 
now iettled by the rebels. It had long been 
iettled in their own minds. This is plain from 
the intimations of it by Lethington to Throg
morton, at their firft meeting on the eleventh of 
July before; and from their fubfequent exe
cution of it in all its parts. And at the very 
time, when they were talking reverently ot the 

Robertfon, ii. 380. It is dated the ~4th . But the fequel 
ihews, that it cannot be later than the z3d. t Ibid. 378. 

~een; 
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QEeen j when they profeIfed their intention tQ 
reftore her to her liberty, and to replace her on 
her throne; even then they were aCting upon 
the religious paffions, and urging on the honeft 
credulity, of their people, in order to Ipad them 
to a formal depofition, and a perpetual impri~ 

[onment, of her. They particularly ftimulated 
that well-meaning" fon of violence" and barba
rifm, that religious SACHEM of religious MO

HAWKS, Knox, to exert all the wonderful influ
ence, which his rude but impallioned oratory had 
over the people, and to wind them up into 
rnadne[s, for the execution of their villainies. 
cc This day," fays 'rhrogmorton on the J 9th, 
(( being at Mr. Knox's ferman, who took a piece 
cc of fcripture forth of the Books of the Kings~ 
cc and did inveigh vehemently again) the ftuem, 
" and petjwaded extremities towards her," &c. iii 
cc He continues," fays Throgmorton on the Hft, 
to "threaten the great plague of God againft 
" this whole country and nation, if filc bt" fpared 
cc from her condign punifhment." They thus 
accomplifhed their flagitious purpofes. By means 
of this their principal eleCtrician, and by their 
own concurrent operations in turning the wheel, 
the people became fo many charged vials of 
lightning. And then they refolved to difcharge 
it all, under fome prudent regulations, againft 
the perfon of their Sovereign. But let it be 
carefully noticed, that all this while neither 
Knox nor they SAID A SINGLE WORD CONCERN-

.. Keith, .P2". 

T 3 
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ING THE LETTERS. He had cc inveighed vehe'!' 
mently" aga~nft the ~een. Ht had cc perfwadeq 
cc extremities towards her." He had threatened 
them all with "the great pil\.gue of God," if 
She was not put to death for a murderefs. 
Yet he pretended not to fpeak of any letters 
againft her. 'I'hey alfo had refoived upon her 

. depofition, upon the fubftitution of ht"r fan ill' 
her place, and upon the imprifonment of her 

- perf on for life. Yet they pretended not, any 
more than he, to have any letters againft her! 
And, after all, they could in a few months more 

. ,\ffert the letters, to be the only pomble ground 
ofjuftification to them, for that very depofition .. 
,that very fubftitution, and that very irnprifon
mem. They rofe in rebellion againft her on 
the 10th of June. They faced her in rel:>eIlion 
at Carbarrie-hill on the 15th. They rent her 
away into prifon on' the 16th. Yet they after
wards juftified all by letters, which they Jaid 
they difcovered on the 20th.· Thcty actuall)' 
proceeded to accllfe her of crimes, even f 
;tdllltery, and even of murder, on the 18th of 
July. They afulally refolved on the 21ft, to 
depofe her in form, and to fentence her in form 
to imprifonment for ever. Yet they afterwards 
juftified ' all by letters, which they pretended not 
to have in their hanqs at the time, and which they 
pretmded not to have before the 24th. Thisl if 
we confider it"as folly, is one of the moft ftrik
~ng and eminent aCts of folly, that the world 

'-" qoodall, ii. 63 and 67. 

has 
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has ever beheld. Eut it oaght co be confi
dered in a light much more difi1onourable to 
the rebels. And, as knav~ry, it is one of the 
rankeft, chat has ever been-attempted to be im
pofed upon the fons of men. 

Throgmorton wrote again to Elizabeth on the 
TWENTY-FOURTH,- This difpatch brings us to 
the final refult of all their aims and willies. 
(C The Earls of Glencairn and Mar, the Lords 
" Sempil, Ochiltree, and the mafter of Graham, 
(C accompanied with many gentlemen of the weft 
" of this realm, to the number of two hundred 
"horfes, arrived in this town the 23d of this 
cc month; fo did the Lord Lindfay alfo, being 
" fent for by thefe lords from Lochievin. The 
cr fame day all the lords, and others of the beft 
cc quality, had conference together concerning 
" their proceedings with the ~een their Sove
(( reign; and, as I can learn by affured intel
" lig nee, this ~as among them refolved," as 
had been reCoIved by the other lords before, 
" That the Lord L indfay ihould ~his day, being 
"the 24th, accompanied with Robert Melvil," 
that black BA T in politicks, "repair to the 
" ~een, and have in charge to declare unto her, 
" That the lords here affembled confidering her 
"former miibehaviours, as well in the govern
cc ment of the realm as in her own perCon (the 
(C particularities of botn which mifgovernments 
" they would forbear to touch, for refpeCt they 
H had to her honour), could not permit her 

T4 H any 
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cc any longer to ~t the realm in peril by her 
" diforders, whIch were fuch and fo many, as 
"they could not think meet, that {he fhould 
cc any more frand c-harged with the governance 
C( of the realm; and therefore they did require 
tc and advife her to accord quietly, and thereto 
(C to give her canfene, that her ]()n the Prince 
" might be crowned their King and Sovereign; 
,~ and alfo, by her affignment, that a ouncil 
" might be appointed and dhblifbed to govern 
cc the realm in his name: And thus doing, they 
CC would endeavour themftlves to fave both her 
c< life and honour, both which other wife ftood in 
" great danger." 

" Further it was refolved," he adds, cC that 
cc in cafe this ~een would not be conformable 
"to their motions, then her liberty fhouid be 
(C rdhained to more ftraitnefs, and the ladies, 
" gentlewomen, and gentlemen, which ue about 
c. her, to be fequei1:ered from her. And as far 
" as I can underftand, in this cafe of the ~een's 

I 'c refuf;d to thefe their demands, they mind 
cc to proceed both with violence and force, as 
(( well for the coronation of the Prince, as for 
" the overthrow of the ~een.--I do perceive) 
(( if thefe men cannot by fair means induce the 
"~een to their purpofe, they mean to chirge; 
(C her with thefe three crimes, that is to fay, 
,~ tyranny, for breach and. violation of their laws 
" and decrees of the realm, as well that which 
(C they 'call common laws as their ftatute laws; 
" and, namely" the breacn of tbofe ftatutes which 
H yvete enaCted in her abfenc;e, and confirmed 

~c b¥ 
.. 
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" by Monf. de Randam and M'1>nf. a'Orell in the 
"Frenr.h King her hufband's name and hers. 
"Secondly, they mean to charge- her with in
(' continency, as well with the Earl Bothwell a~ 
"with others, having (as they fay) iufficient 
"proof againft her for this crillie. Thirdly, 
"they mean to charge her with the murder of 
cc her hufband, whereof (they fay) they have as 
" apparent proof againft her a~ ma be, as well 
" by the teftimony of HEP. OWN HAND-WRIT" 

" INC, which they have r lovered, as a1fo by 
H fufficient witneffes."* 

I have thus thrown all the parts of this very 
memorable difpatch, that relate to the charges 
againlt the ~een, ineo one extract. They will 
therefore be feen in one view. And, as each 
appears to illuftrate the other, fa the LETTERS 

appear to give light and ' luftre to all nearly. 
The letters are now noticed at laft by the rebel 
lords of tlIe time. The letters are now to 
found a charge of adultery and of murder againft \ 
Mary. The rebel lords ther-efore fpeak ill a 
very different tone, from what they have hitherto 
ufed. They fpeak not only of her mif-govern
ment of the realm, but alfo of 'c her-mifbeha-
,~ viours-IN HER OWN PERSON." 'I'hife, as well 
~s thofe, "they would forbear to touch fo~ 

. ' f refpea they had to her HONOUR." Her" dif
e: orders" in both had been cc fuch and fo many, 
" as they could not think meet, that the thould _ 

* J(ettQ, 424-417, Eere, with the lail: part of the quo
tation, ends all that was wriqen 011 the z4th. The reil: was 
written On the 25th. 

" any 
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" any more ftand ~harged with the governance 
" of the realm." And (C both ' her LIFE and 
(( HONOUR frood in great danger," from the re
fentment of the nation againft both. If 1he 
fubmitted to the it propofals, they meant to fpare 
her honour and her life. If !he did · not, they 
"minded to proceed both with VroLENCE and 
" FORCE, as well for the coronation of the Prince, 
" as for the OVERTHROW of the ~een." They 
meant to charge her with adultery and murder, 
as well as tyranny. And we need only contraft 
the intentions of the rebels at prefent, with their 
own accounts of them merely three days before j 

to fee the difference, now the letters are aCtually 
appealed to. crhen the ~een, who is now 
charged with adultery, was declared to have 
been" led captive" by Bothwell, " and by fear, 
" force," &c. "compelled to become bedfel
" low" to him. crhen al(o the ~een, who is 
1tOW charged with the murder of her hufband, 
"Would, " as might be fufpeCted," have been made 
by Bothwell H to drink of the fame cup" with 
her hufband, and " 1hould not have lived with 
" bim half a year to an end." And thus fue, 
who was no adulterefs at all then, is now tranf
formed into an abandoned one j and fue, who 
was in great danger then of being murdered 
after her hufband by Bothwell, is n0W made a 
party with Bothwell in the murder of that very 
hufband. 

We thus, after a thoufand difappointments, 
find'thefe fugitive letters at laft. But we find 
them, long after the rebels pretend that thty 

found 
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found t~m. So t?ey pre.tended pofteriourly. 
13ut what they pretended at the time, was very 
different. They then did not pretend to have 
them, they then very evidently had them not, 
on the 20th of June, the day aligned afterwards 
for their feizure. They 'neither had nor pre
tended to have them, for A WHOLE WEEK, for A 

WHOLE FORT~JG~T, or even for A WHOLE MONTH, 

afterwards. They never hinted at their poffef
fion of papers, which they muft have proclaimed 
with the loudeft voice of fame, before the 24th 
pf July; juft FOUR AND THIRTY days after the 
date of their afferted feizure of them. And the 
ftory of their feizlng them with Dalgleifhe on June 
the 20th, Ol.ppears finally to be one of the boldeft 
fiCtions, th at ever was obtruded on the faith of 
fl1an; being invented within fiftem months only 
from the time, and being then fanCtioned fo
lemnly, even, by the privy council of Scotland 
itfelf; the rebel lords together thus giving a 
defiance to all the memories, and all the papers, 
pf the nation j defperately ftaking th~ir honour, 
pn what was almoft fure [0 be deteCted immedi
ately; and yet attraCting a confiderable degree 
of credibility to the whole, from tbe very auda
~ioufnefs of ~heir proceedings concerning it. 

CHAP-
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C HAP T E R V. 

§ I. 

H A V IN G now, with fame portion of a 
Dutchman's patience, gone over the whole 

account which the rebels chafe to give pofteri
ourly, of their feizing the letters on the 20th of 
June; and having demonftratively proved it, I 
hope, to be charged with abfurdities 0,'1 every 
,fide, and even to be contradiCl:ed by all the nu
merous documents of the time: I fhall pro
ceed, as I propofed, with the regular hiftory of 
there important writings. I lhall therefore b,:,gin 
firft with the .ife and origin of them. I have al
ready difproved the rebel accounts of their rife" 
and I fhall now point out their real origin. In 
a work that intends to trace fteadily the courfe 
of the Nile, from its beginning to its end.; the 
fountain of the whole muft be an objeCl: of pecu
liar inveftigation. The fource of thefe letters., 
like that of the Nile, has long been hid in ob. 
fcurity: 

Caput inter nubila condit. 

Some inquirers have come near it. But none 
have decifively reached i. I have !hewn it not 
to be in the tJ1r)untains of the moon, in which the 
rebels had placed it. I fhall now endeavour" 
like another BRUCE, to find out where it is, and 

to 
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to go direCtly to the well-fpring of he whole. 
This I hope to do with a fuccers fo far fuperiour 
to a BRUCE'S, that all fhall fee, and all fhall be 
fatisfied. And I fhall then fall down the current, 
following its bends and curves, and tracing its 
growing progrefs to its ample conclufion. 

We have already [een the rebels, whatever 
they latterly alferted, not to be in poffeffion of any 
of Mary's letters. on June the 20th. Nor were 
they even on J uly .~he 2{th, whatever they affirmed 
·at the time. This the very manner in which 
they menrion them fhews. They fpeak "of her 
cc own hand-writing, WHICH THEY HAVE RECO. 

"VERED." This is all the accounr that they 
give us, concerning their pofTeffion of the letters. 
They afTert the faCt. But they tell not the 
circumftances. They fay not WHEN they" re
ee covered" the letters. They fay not WHERE 

they" recovered" them. They fay not ON or 
FR OM WHOM they cc recovered" them. A ftory 
fo devoid of all the necelfary adjuncts of time, 
place, and perfon, could hardly obtain credit, 
even among the pitiable inhabitants of St. Luke's 
H ofpital. Bur it appears the more idioti!h 
ftill, when we compare it with the account of 
the di[covery on June the 20th. 'Ihis is as par
ticular as that is general. 'Ihis carries the air 
of a !tory calculated for reception, while that 
prohibits its admiffion by its afpect at once. And 
every th inking mind, at the firft glance, muft 
reject fuch a tale from ~uch I n with the [com 
of indignation. The rebels alfo aft in fuch ~ 
manner concerning the letters, as !hews ftrongly . 

their 
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their conrcl ufnefs of their own f.'llfehoods~ They 
do not come forward with diem in a. bold exulta
tion of fpirits, natural to fo fortunate an inci
dent:. They have· no boldnefs. They have no 
exultation. So different are the cold mimickries 
of art, from the warm realities of nature! They 
fay bare! y, that they have cc recovered" fome 
of her letters. They fay merely, hat they fhall 
build upon them a charge of murder againft her. 
And they fay only, that they intend to do this 
at fome future and indeterminate time, and in (aft 
fue does not comply with fame requifitions of 
theirs. Such is the creeping and fneaking pace, 
with which villainy often attempts and betrays 
its own pUt'pofes of impofit ion! In coniequence 
of both, the letters, thus faid to be in the pof
fem an of the rebels, were never fhewn to th 
Englifh embaffadour, were never fhewn to their 
own council of lords on the '23d, and were never 
fhewn to a lingle perron at the time. They were 
even not fo much as dwelt upon, in the council. 
They were even not fo much as mentioned, in 
the meffage from it to Mary. They were even 
not fo much as hinted at, by that Lord Lindfay, 
who came from the ~een to be prefent at the 
council, and who carried back the meffage to 
the ~een from it. That they were not fpokell 
of in the one, and not noticed in the other, is 
plain from Throgmorton's account of both be
fore. That they were n~, even remoteJy, hinted 
at to Mary by Lord Linafay, amidft all his blu[
tering and brutifh addrdfes to her; is equally 
plain from an account, which I fhaU foon give ... . 

1 ~ from 
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from Mary herfelf. And the whole as left to 
be infinuated privately, to be fuggefted covertly, 
to be fpoken of with all the vaguenefs of fome
thing merely contingent and . ideal, and fo to 
fkulk with the timidity of guilt at fira in holes 
and corners. 

By all this, the rebels meant merely to frighten 
M ary into a refignation of her crown. They 
meant it by all their proceedings towards her. 
They therefore fuggefted hints to cc the mob of 
cc gentlemen who think with cafe," concerning 
her adultery with Bothwell and her murder of 
the King. Finding chat thefe believed in the 
nonfenfe; the vulgar, to whom they were con
neCted below, received it for found fenfe, and 
the nobles, with whom they were united above, 
adopted it for ufeful policy. They founded upon 
it their publick meffage, demanding a refigna
tion from her. They founded upon it their pri
vate declarations, of intending to ufe violence 
and force if {he would not refign. They founded 
upon it, alfo, their fecret iofinuations to the: 
Engli fh embaffadour, of their defign to produce 

Jome letters of M ary's which they had Jomewhere 
procured,· and to prove murder againft her from 
them. And all were inade to operate upon 
Mary,juft as they wifhed them to operate. They 
were all defigned merely, to give the embaffa
dour and others a colour, for pretending to be 
fri ghtened on her Majefty's account, and fo 
preffing her Majefty to do wlPat the rebels wanted 
her to do. 

Accordingly we find. that the embalfadour 
and 
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and others wrote to the ~een, as under the 
, terrours of £; ar for her rafety, and with earneft 
urgency upon her to fecure hff fafety by com
pliance. Throgmorton wrote to her, adviflOg 
her by all means to fign the paper of refignation, 
in apprehenfion of the confequences. Even fome 
of the rebel lords, fome of the chiefs in all their 
,ounjets and attions, fent to her at the fame time, 
pretending to be her friends, and impelling her 
into the fame meafure. Thefe were Athol, Mar, 
Tullibardin, Lethington, and Grange. And, 
what fhews the fraud completely, they fent their 
rneffage to her by the fame retainer of rebellion, 
the fame fhuffiing a d fdf-accommodating knave,· 
who carried the letter of Throgmorton to her. 
H T)1e ErIe of Athol," fays Mary herfelf by her 
commiffioners afterwards, "Lardis of Tullibar
"'din and Lethington, being principallis of their 
cc counfall," and, as the loyal lords of . Scodand 
add in their inftructions to thefe commlffioners, 
"utheris, partakeris in that caufe ;" ~., or a!. one 
of the commiffioners, the bifhop of Rofs, fpeaks 
in his own defence of Q.. Mary's honour, "with 
cc other principals of their factious band,"t mean
ing,as James Melvill fpecifies, Mar and Grange;:j: 
(( fent Robert Melvile [Melvill] to her Hiene;; 
" with one ring and tokenis," which one of them 
had interchanged with her before under pretence 
of fending her meffages, and Lethington affur
edly, the very man, no doubt, who had reported 
the refolution of their council, the meffage, the 

ill' Goodall, ii. 36:. t Lefley, 37- t P. 85· .. ~ defigns, 
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defigns, and the letters to Throgmorton., and who • 
had fuggefted equally to him the idea of his writ
ing to Mary; cc counfalling h~r Majeftie to fub
"fcryve fie writingis as would be pr nted to 
(( her Grace, for dimiffioun of her crown, for to 
" put off that prefent deith~ quhilk was preparit 
" for her Hienes, gif fhe refuGt the fame; aifur· 
" ing her, quhatfumever her M~je£lie did in cap-
" tivitie mycht nocht prej uge her Hienes in nu. 
(( fort: And alfo the faid Robert Melwile brocht 
cc at the fame time ane writing fra Sir Nicolace 
cc Throgmortone, writtin with his awin hand, 
C( defyring her Hienes to fubfcryve quhatever 
" they woulde require her unto; for the efiate, 
" quhairin her Grace was then, coulde not prejuge 
" her, quhatever hel: Majeftie fubfcryved."* 

Nor Jet it be thought uncandid in me, to be 
the firft who has ever fufpected Athol, Mar, 
TuYibardin, Lethington, and Grange, of acting 
in this perfidious manner to Mary. I willi to be 
candid. But I muft alfo be juft. The number 
of rebel Jords, who thus united to add refs her in 
privacy, is too great for the amount of the whole. 
The advice was too pernicious likewife, to be 
ever given by any real fri ends of Mary's. Ie 
was the very advice, which her enemies would 
inftigate all her treacherous friends to give Her. 
And.,. what is a full e idence that thefe were only 
fuch friends to her, they were one and all before, 
they were one and all afterwards, leaders and 
directors udder the ufurpation. Lethington, 

1': Goodall, ii. r66. And fee R uddiman's Buchanan, ii. 
Chameleon, r 5, for Lcthing:on's i ntercour~e with Mary in 
prifon •. 

VOL. I. u Grange, 
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' Grange, and Athol,· indeed, are known to have 
declared f~r Mary aftenvlrds. But they declared 
not for years. Tullibardin alf:> is ' faid to have 
deferted the rebels, fo early as the fpring of 
1568. But, jf he did, he aCtually returned to 
them on or btfore February I57o.t Nor did 
he ever unite himfelf to the adherents of Mary, 
in the interval. And Mar continued with the 
rebels to the laft, and elofed his life in the-fer
vice of the ufurpation. Yet, if this had not been 
the cafe, we may afk with great propriety and 
energy concerning all, 

Had they not fi en PHARSA L IA? 

H ad they not all pledged their honours to Mary~ 
by the mouths of Grange and Morton. at the 
hill of Carbarrie and on the 15th of J une,J in the 
prefence and hearing of both the armies; to obey 
and refpeCt her with as much fidelity, as ,. ad 
ever been {hewn to any of her anceftors by any 
of the nobil ity of Scotland? Yet had they not 
feen her inftantIy, almoft before the found of 
Grange's words had gone off from her ears, almoft 
before the breath of Mortoe's lips had mingled 
with the common air, griped by the vile and 
infamous hands of their affociate , compelled to 
mount on horfeback, -and hurried away under a 
guard offoldiers to a prifon? Did not even Athol, 
did not even Mar, as well as all the others, af=-

-11- Crawford, 158• 
t Keith) -t69, Buchanan Rift. xix.. 368, and Crawfurd, 

t ,o .. 

tuallv 
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tually fign the execrable -order for this?* Did 
not even Mar, did l10t even Athol, formally 
and folemnly accept, at the coronation of the 
prince, that very refignation as free and valid, 
which·they had affured her could not be valid be
caufe it was not free? t And did they not all con
tinue to aCt with one another, and with the other 
brothers of their fanatical fellowfhipS under the 
whole? They did, they did. Such perfons, 
therefore, could be actuated by no principles of 
friendn1ip for Mary, in the advice which they 
gave her. They coold be impelled only by the 
fame fpirit, which continued to impel them after
wards. Theywere ferving thatcaufe ofull1rpation, 
to which they ha been fo obftinately attached . 
They were ferving it with no greater perfidiouf. 
nefs :0 Mary then, than what they had !hewn to 
her already. And they all {hewed the groffnefs of 
t'teir perfidy to every eye, in advifing her to fign 
the demanded refignation, becaufe {he was in 
prifon; and becaufe this, and the fuperadded 
threats of violence, would render all that flle did 
under both unavailable againft her: when on 
her efcaping from the prifon, and revoking the 
refignation, not one of them all joined her; and 
when Mar, Lethington, and Grange, aCtuallyap .. 
peared in arms againft her.:\: 

Nor can Throgmorton be acquitted allY more 

* Anderfon, ii. 2Z 5, mentions Morton, Athol, Mar, Gle~ 
carne, Ruthven, Hume, Lindfay, 5 mple, and "diveres 
" utheris" barons and gentlemen. ~d Crawford's MCIrloirs 
fay, that" all the a{[ociators figned" it, p. 40. 

+ Keich, 4-08. ~ Ibid. 478 and 480. 
U 2 than 
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than the', from endeavouring to give a form of' 
bw to their ufu:pation, try impofing upon the 
honeft credulity of Mary. It is indeea an act of 
bafenefs fo flagrant, to abufe the confidence of 
unfufpeeting generofity, to abufe ' it under the 
pretence of friendfhip, and to abufe it to thefe 
vaft purpofes of villainy; as arks no common por
tion of meannefs, to be guilty of it. But we have 
fcell Throgmort?o already to be too well tutored 
in the fchool of the world, not to be capable of 
it. He came into Scotland, ready to fid~ with 
the repels, becaufe they were in power, and 
ready to take part againft the ~een, becaufe fhe 
was flandered. He continued afterwards, receiv
ing implicitly the calumnies that they reported 
of Mary, even when thefe calumnies carried their 
own refutation with them, even when they were 
overthrown direCtly by Mary's own letter to him. 
And, what confirms all, thou~h he wrote fuch a 
letter of advice to Mary, he never dared to men-

, tion it to Elizabeth. He muft have written 't 

late 011 the 23d, the day on which the council _ 
was held, or early on the ~4th, the day on which 
his letter reached Mary. But we have one whole 
letter written by him on the 23d, and a very 
large part of another on the 24th. Yet he does 
not give the leaft hint of his having fo written 
to the O!:!een, io either or in any other.. He 
knew Elizabeth to be more attached to Mary 
-yet than to the 'rebels, becaufe fhe was not fully 
convinced yet, that Mary could not ferve her 
'put'pofes as well as they. He £hews his knowledge 
of this, point.fo late as- the very. 23d, when in Ius 

letter 
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letter to the Earl of .£eicefter he fpeaks thus. 
(( It is eafy to be feen," he fays, "that the power 
cc and ability to do any thing to the commodity 
cc of the ~een's Majefty and the realm of Scot-
1" land, will chiefly, and in manner wholly, reft 
(C in the hands of thefe lords, and others their 
(C alfociates, alfembled at Edinbrough: now if 
fC the ~een's M ajefty wi/J jiill p"fijl ih her 
cc former opinion tow rds the ~een of Scotland 
cc (unto whom !he !hall be able to do no good), 
" then 1 do plainly fee, that thefe lords and all 
~, their accomplices will become as"good French, 
(( as the French King can willi, to all intents and 
cc purpofes."* A genuine ftatefman has but one 
fet of ideas . Publick e)tpediency fwallows up 
all other confiderarions. In this kind of civil 
madners was Throgmorton, we fee, to the very 
day of writing to Mary. Yet he faw Elizabeth, 
whofe ideas were as few and as difcoloured as 
his own, not fufficiently affured hitherto of 
Mary's inability to minifter to her fchemes, and \ 
fo leaning to Mary ftill. And he therefore pre£ 
fumed not to tell Elizabeth, what he had done in 
.concert wjth the rebels.by advifing Ma,r1,t 

He 

.. Robertfon, ii. 378. 
t Mary plainly faw into this trick or Throgmorton's 

afterwards; as appears from a letter of hers to Elizabeth in 
I .58.z, Camden's Orig. 333, nd Tr nf. 276. But Throg
morton had even played the fame tric .. of diflloneilx UpOIl 
Mary before, Though not with the fame fuccefs. When 
Murray and his rebels in J 565 were driven into England, 
Throgmorton wrote to Mary to ,prey nt their -attainders. 
lie wrot~ evidently i concert with Murray, to fave him 

U J lInq 
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He wrote to advife her. She -w·rote back to 
tell him 1he would follow his advice, ~nd to beg 
he would acquaint Elizabeth with the whole. 
f' Her Gra'ce rent anfwer in writ," fay her com
Jniffionrers, cc that her Hienes would ufe . his 
H counfal'], and pr~yit him to deda~r unto hir 
" derreft lifter, the ~enjs Majeftie of England 
f( his maftres, how hir Hienes was handilit b~ 
" hir fubjeCl: is) atld quh'at eftaite her Grace wall 
U in for the tyme; and to dedair alfo, that the 
" fubftryving of that dimifUoun 'was againft her 
ct will ; and aoubtis no,ht, bot the faid Sir Nicolace 
to( f(:he'w1t the famyn unto tke ~enis Majeftie 
cc of this re:alme, h~r Himes being myndit at 'tihat 
"" tyme, to half J~nd (In armie ;itt Scotland f()f' t,V'C 

" delyvering i()f her Majeftie fur'th of preJo~n, war ' 
" not [were it not that] her Majejfie was jut'rtie 
cc advertijit, in cafe her Himes had fo d01~e,the blude 
"c of our maflres ~ad payt the Jould [wages] of he,. , 
" Himes Jouldiou'ris." * We here fee a couple ,of 
bold faifeho.ods, trat had been impofed by Threg
tnort0!1 upon Mary, before he advifed her to the 
ruinous meafur!! of a refignation. He had p~r .. 
fuaded ~er of Elizabeth's intention) to fend an 
army into Scotland for her re1eafe; which we · 

and his from utter ruin. Yet he wrote fo artfully, that Keith 
has produced his letter as a proof of his" generofity." See 
it in Melvil1, 60-63, and Keith, 322-324. And with a 
weaknefs of credulity, that is the natural refult of probitr in 
the wol1~, he has hitherto been thought by all, fo haVe 
aCted in both thefe dc:eds. of bafenefs with finceritr and 
fairnelll. I • 

'* GOdaill, 'ii, i66-167. 

. 2 know . 
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\ - knOw {rom a full view of his and Elizabeth 's 
difparche,s, to be abfolutely falfe. He ha after
/Wards perfuaded her~ as it was ne. er intended to 
be done, that it CQuid not be be(:aufe' of the 
slanger to her life from it; ,the r bels, he faid, 
having threafened to put Mary to death as foon 

'as the army entered Scotland; a threar, that we 
equally knqw from the fame correfpondcnce,' to 
have been never uttered to Tl)rogmorton at .the 
time, ~nd never reported a~ th.e time to Eli.za
beth.- Thefe falre topicks of applicatiov to 
j.\1 ary he fl,lppreffes in his difpatchcs, equally 
with his falfe advice to her. He aCted in all, no 
doubt, under the influence of the rebels, and 

. .panicularly of Lethington. And his {jIence . 

. concerning ~l1J {hews th.at he was equally {alfe 
in all. t 

It 

-It Such lJ thr~at, but not' this, was afterwards made, 
Cabala, 1ft part, 130, and Keitll, 463' 

t Let me here add auather inftance of Thlogmol"tOn's 
/>rl'V4ficl1tionr in this ~mQafi'y. On J uly 2Jfr, b,e w~'ote to . 
know. Eli~abeth's pleafure, if he {hould be afked to attend Ilt • 

the propofed coronation of the young Prince (Keith, PJ'ef. 
"ii)., This letter !he ,aofwered on .~he 27th., /, ~e think." I 

jhe fays, '~tbat kIlqwing pur J)1i~d in all this a8:iO!l ~s you 
" do, t.h~t you will not by flny fu<;:h a8: :jffirll1 their doings;" 
a,nd fh& e prefs)y forbids him' "to afi'ent thereto by any 
"J)leat).s" (~eith, 430), Yet after he bad ,wri~ten for in
firuCtiolls, and before he recei~e~ them~ on the 29th he. 
e; affirmed their .doings," not indeed by his oWn prefence, 
bl)t by the prefel)Ce of one of his train, lis O'LVil coujin, and the 
principal ;~ifoll }mderbim. In his prevJous embafi'y. the 
21ft of May, 1565. he fays, "1 arrived in the morn-
~, ing at Stirling, and defcended from my horfe <\t the caftle- ' 

v 4> " gate, 
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It feerns very elt~aordlOary, that they who had 
the courage to aireft the perf on of their ~een, 
to force ,her to Lochlevin, and to fuut her up 
i!,l a prifon there; that they, who had the bold
nefs to feize lill the jewels, all the patrimony, 
and ,al! the power of the crown; and that they, 
who had thus taken complete poifeffion of 'all 
the wealth and authority of Mary; fhould yet 
condefcend to the humility of afking her in any 
manner to refign a crown, of which fhe had 
been deprived by them. It proves frrongly the 
predominancy of right over violence, and of 
royalty over ufurpation, on the minds of the 
moft violent ufurpers. But it is perhaps more 
extraordinary, that the very few perfons, who ' 
conftituted the council of the rebels ;it this pe
riod, ihould have had the prefumption to do all 
th'is. Throgmorton has given us an account of 
them~ which is curio\ls. They admitteq him LO 

an audience at laft. But it was not till the 24th; 
till they had aCtually fent off Lord LiQdfay in 
the morning, to infift upon a refignation from 
the OEeen. This however gave him an oppor-

U gate, havillgJent before my coujin Middlemori,your Majdii~'s 
"jervatlt, to demand,,!y audience" (Keith, 276). And in his 
prefent, fays the rebel journal, " July 24, the ~ene maid 
•• refignation of hir crowne in favour of hir fone-; at 
"this tyme Sir Nycholas Throgmorton was in Scotland: 
" 29. the King was crownit at. Strivilillg i' MlDDJLMOIR. 

" WAS PRESE N T" (Appendix, No. x). He had vrttten t~ 
hear, if hOe fhould be prefent himfelf. He knew her mind 
to be averfe to it. Yet he fer,r his rcprefentative to atten~ 
for him, in order, as much as he dared, "to affirm tl1eir 
" ~oWgs ." . " . 

~llnity , 
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tunity, of feeing all the members of the council 
the day before, except Lindfay, collected to~ 
gether again. There were prefent, he fays, 
" thefe lords whofe names I fend your Majefry 
" in . a fchedule." The fchedule runs thus: 
cc Barons of the parliament, the Earl of Athol, 
" Earl of Morton, Earl of Glencairn, EarLof. 
(C Marre, Mafter of Montrofe, called Lord 
cc Grahame, heir to the Earl of Montrofe; Lord 
"Hume, Lord Ruthven, Lord Creighton of 
cc Sanquhair, Lord Sempill, Lord Enermeith, 
H Lord Ochiltree, L. Craigmillar, Proyeft of 
cc Edinburgh; the Commen ator of Driburgh, 
cc the Commendator of Cambufkenneth, Mr • 

• cc James Macgill," Thefe, fays Throgmorton, 
" were fet about a long table;" and with them 
appears to have been Lethington alfo. There 
were alfo, he adds, "round about them a great 
$' number of barons and gentlemen (whofe names 
(( I do omit to make mention of) to the number 
cc forty, beftowed upon feats."· They were 
~herefore FOUR earls, ONE heir to an earl, SEVEN 

barons with Lindfay, the Provoft of Edin
boro gh, TWO commendators or fecular abbots, 
the fecretary of fiate, the clerk of the council, 
and FDRTY 'of the petty barons and gentry, men 
not paron:; 'of parliament, men inferior even to 
the Provoil: of Edinborough, and therefore placed 
on feats behind. Ac.,cordingly Mary fa.ys of the 
coronation of her fon afterwards, when the fame 
1llen nearly, we may be fure, attended upon the 

... Keith, 4:6 and 427, :jrld Pref. xi. 

I occafion j . 
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occafion; that" quhair in th.at r alme [Scotland] 
"thair is MA [more] ER'"LIS, BISCHOJ>lS, AND 

((, LORDIS, HAIFING VOIC~ J~ PARLIAMENT, NOl'. 
~, AN HUNDRETH lilian a hundred], of the quhilk 
,~ the ~aill, or at tile leift the greyteft part, 
(( fhould haif confentit th~ir~, ,and to all urhir. 
"publick aCl:iounis of confequence, [there] 
" WER ONLIE roUR ERI:l:S; quhairof the moR: 
" honorabill hes nocht the fevint or eight place 
" in parliament amangis the Erlis, nor the firft 
., of . I1ty voitis amangis the haill dutis," the 
Earls of Scotland then voting according to their 
perfon 1 precedency; cc SEX LORDIS ONLIE, quha 
(C wer 11 at hir Grace's taking, together with· 
" . ANB Bifchope, and TWA or THRE Abbotis and 
" Prioris; quhlIk could be na fufficient number 
cc to dete,rmine and conclude fa weightic an • 
. " caus.J

'*,; They certainly. could not. T1"IIRTEEN 
out of MORE THAN' A HUNDJlEO could only be 

-an ElOHTH part of the whole. If fuch a petty 
proportion could conftitute themfelv s, the repre
fentati ves of all the reft ; could, by the aid of me . 
n.ot members of parliament, affume to themfelves 
an authority, which all the nobility and all the 
gentry together had never pofI'e1fed, and to rife 
paramount to the royalty itfeif; then a club of 
drunken porters in a night-cellar at prefent, may 
vote themfelves into a houfe of commons, chufe 
a fpeaker, feat him in a thair, place ~a bauble for 
a mace upon a table before hin1, and form taxes 
for the whole nation. 

Thefe 
• I 
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-There men however, f~w as they were, had 
firm -nerve.. and {hong Jpirits. They relied On 
the prevailing fpirit of folly, 'among the clergy 
;lnd the people. On this they grounded their . 
main hopes of fuccefs. And, even if they fhould 
not fm::<:eed, they were fure of finding mercy in 
the bof~m of Maty. She who had fo eafily 
pardoned Morton, Glencairn, and Lethington 
for the murder of Riuio, and forgiven to Murray 
~nd to Gtang~ their rebellion ag:1inft her, wbuld 
in a 'little time have been calmed down, by 
the excefs of her good-nature, into forgivenefs 
and pardon again. T.ney had therefore much to 
hope and little to fear. This ftrung their nerves, 
and this fupported their fpirits. Tbis particu
larly emboldened them to urge Mary for a 
refignation, by every publick and every private 
folicitation in their power; by every delicacy of 
regard .for her threatened .honour, by every 
anxiety of fear for her end~ngered lift:, and by ' 
every treacherous perfuafion concerning the un
binding nature of her compliance, under fuch 
threats, with fuch dangers, and in the confine
ment of a prifon. They fhould thus retain all 
the authority' which they had ieized, in the name 
'Of her infant (on. And they fhould throw a thin 
veil of law, over the fcandaloufnefs of their pre
fent ufurpations. 

Their embaffadour, Lindfay, fet out on this 
bufinefs upon the 24th of July. It was ordered 
by the council, thllt ' he ' fhould that day, "ae
ee tompanied witb Robert Mel-vii, repair to the 
"<l!!ecn." Accordingly, as Throgmorton adds, 

. " the 
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(( the Lord Lindfay departed this morning from 
cc this town to Lochlevin, accompallied with Ro
C( bert Me/viI.";;" But though they were to 
go together, and though they ateually fet out 
together, yet the plan of fraud which was to be 
executed by Melvill, and the fyftem of violence 
which was to be pur[ued by' Lindfay, required 
that they fhou~d part before they reached L och
levin, and each make a feparate entry upon the 
ftage. - The fraud was to be tr:ed firft. The 
violence was kept for the referve. M lvill 
therefore, who carried the difpatches from Throg
morton and tbe pretended friends of Mary; who 
was apparently fent by the council that he might 
carry them, as he has no pttblick concern in the 
whole bufinefs; and who appears to have had 
fuch a pliancy of knavery with fuch a, fpeciouf
nefs of honefty about him, as made him a very 
proper tool for this ate of perfidious villainy; 
pafi"ed the lake, and 'came to Mary. And in (he 
mean time Lindfay, who carried the verbal 
demand of the council to her, and the inftru
ments of refignation for her fignature, waited at 
a houle upon the oppofite ' bank of the lake,t 
Mclvill produced the ring and other tokens 

' which he had received, and delivered his mef
f"ge. He then produced Throgmorton's l~tter. 
Bm this he had politically hid in the 1heath of 
his fword, t under the pretence of concealing it 
from chofe, who "ere fure ?lot to' fearch a man 

~ Keith, 424and4~5' 
t Melvill, 8S, and L efley's Defence, 37' 
; Lefley's' Negotiations, 19-10, Ander[on, III. 

that 



MAllY ~UEEN OF scotS. gO I 

that came ~ommiffioned from the council itfd£. 
Every circumftance is thus awry, in the tranfac- . 
tion. The fcar pretended, II the parting made, 
the fending -Mel vill with Lindfay, the meffage 
which he bore from fome of the reb ls, and the 
difpatch which he carried from Throgmort6n~ 
are all only fo many fteps in one regular courfe of 
impofture. Yet alI was ineffe&ual~ The 
£hong mind of Mary' was not to be warped by 
fuch folicitations, however dirguifed, and how
ever urgent. And fhe peremptorily refufed to 
think of figning the papers.· 

Then Lord Lindf~ came forward. To give 
the greater formidablenefs to hIs prefence, his 
corning was announced beforehand. He was at 
the new houfe on the o'ther fide, juft re~dy to 
take boat and crofs over. And he was threaten
ing much what he· would do.{ So 'well were 
the two parts of the drama kept up I This man 
is faid to have been paffiQnate~ even to madnefs.:t: 
Yet he appears not, in the intervals of his lu
nacy, to have poffeffed one fpark of that good
nature, which ufually diftil1guifhes the paffionate. 
He was as ftern as he was wra:thful1 and as fteady 
as he was quick in his fury. Such a man might 
well give an alarm, to .the appreh~nfions of a lady 
and a ~een. She began to furink in her refo-' 
lutions, at the intelligence of his approach. § 
The applications before, however expreffive of 

.. Melvil), 85. , t Ibi, 
~ Jebb, ii. 221. See a fo Crawford, 302, for. his "fu. 

" rious" and" viol nt humo\' r~" and alfo 274' 
§ MeJvill, 85. ' 

• it· the 
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tile viol"'ences intendeq by her enemies, yet being 
made by pretended friends to her, had not rouzid 
ht:~ fears fo frrongly, as to overpower her judg .. 
ment. She. faw clearly what Lhe ought to ,da. 
And fhe determined firmly to do fo. But now 
the very violence itfelf appro~c.hed : Lindfay 

·entered. He carried in his hand ' 'three inftru-
cc' men ts to be ' figned by the ~een.l the one 
" containing her confent to have her fon crown
"ed, and to relinquifh the government of the 
ee realm; the o~er a commiffion of regency of 
cc the realm, to be granted to the Earl of M UR

ee RAY, during the King's minority; the ,third a 
(, like commimon, to be gr"anted to certain of the 
cc nobility and oth"ers, for the governance of ~he 
(( realm during the King's minority, in cafe the 
" Earl of Murray will not accept the regency 
"alone."· He demanded her immediate fub
fcription to them. He was authorized privately 
by the council, "to deJ10unce punifhment and 
"death unto her for the murder of her lawful 
~' hufbarid ~ing Henry," if {he refufed to fub .. 
foribe. t A man fo infolent and fo imperious as 

, he was by habit, would be fure to behave with I 

a double portion of imperioufnefs and of info
lence to a fallen ~een. She had pardoned 
that very lord, for his- {hare in the murder of 
Rizzjo and th imprifonment of her perron be
fore.:!: But all gen~rofity was loft upon his ful
len fpirit. H.e was probably the more infolenr, 
becau[e fhe had had the power, and the more 

:r Keith, 42 5. ~ Leney's Defence; 58. 

. ImpenOtlS, 
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imperious, becaufe Jhe hl!d had the generofity, 
to forgive. "He mineffit her Grace," fay 
Mary's commijTIoners upon her own authQrity, 
(f that, gif fhe wald nocht fubfcrY,ve, he had 
(C command to put her prefentli IN, THE TOVlRE,'~ 

. the ufual dungeon, no doubt, for common of
fenders, "and WALD DO THE SAME; and coun~ 
,c falit hir fulfill thair defyee, or ellis WAR," 

worfe than being thruft into the dungeon, evell 
death, "would SCItORTJ, lE FOLLOW" her being 
there.'*' Lindfay, fays the i1bop of Rofs, 
(C MOST GREVOVSL Y, with FEAREFUL WORDES, 

" and ViR Y CRUEL AND STERNE COUNTliNANCE, 

~(thretned her, that, tmlelfe fhe would therta 
(f fubfcribe, SHE-5HOULD LOSE HER LIFE."t And 
then "hir Hienes fubfcryvit , WITH MONY 

" TEAR I S, never !tliking what was contenit in 
" the writings," and (( declaring plainly thair
"eftir," as foon as fhe had fub~cribe9, "gif 
tf e er hir Grace com to liberti, [fuel walde 
c( never abyde thairat, becaus it was againft her' 
" Majeftie's will."t 

With this (C abhorred mixture of cunning and 
" ferocity," § did the rebels affail their imprifoned 

.,.. Goodall, ii 167. t Lefley's Defence, 37-38. 
~ Goodall, ii. 167' "They threatened her with no lees 

•• than death, if {he complied not .... and at laft "{he figned 
.. whatever papers they pre(ellted to her, without fo much 
" as reading one of them; and indeed h" tlars 'would hlZ/'d!! 
, h"Vt permittld her that lltntjit, if foe had dtjireJ it.'" Craw-

ford, 45. 
§ "The villain fpider lives, cunning and fierce, 

"Mi:xture abhorred!" 'Thomp/oll. 

'\ 

~een. 
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<l.!:!een. The cunning was baffled, but the fc· 
rocity prevailed. Lord Lindfay inftantly pofted 
back to his affociates at Edinborough. Only 
five of them, however, were now in town. Thefe 
met inftancly. They were Morton, ATHOL, 
Hume, Sanquhar, and Ruthven. They met 
on July the 2 sth, the very day after the refigna
tion wa~ fo figned. They cc glaidlie aggreit 
"thairto, allow it, and apprevit the famyn."* 
An order was made for the prince to be crowned 
on the 29th. The rebels crowned him accord
ingly. They gave MUR~A y the regency on the 
27,d of Augu!l:.t And they thus threw a thin 
veil of law at laft; over the fcandaloufn~fs of their 
ufurpation. But it was a veil of black cyprus 

I only. It was too tranfparent to hide any thing. 
All their fcandaloufnefs was feen through it. 
A nd their ufurpation was fhewn and fet off at 
once, by the blacknefs of it. . 

Though the rebels had now gained the grand 
objeCt at which they aimed, y t the manner, in 
which it was gained, continually embarraffed 
their conduCt afterwards. The ceffion pretended 
to be a voluntary one. Yet it was an outrageous 
deed of violence. What ground then fhall they 
take, in their publick memorials concerning it? 
Shall they.affert the volunrarinefs of the refigna
tion? Or fuall they boldly fix their poffeffion of 
power upon the footing of force? To do that, 
would be an enormity of impudence indeed. But 
to do this, would be to render the refignation 

* Keith, 434. t APP~Bdix, No. x. 
itfelf 
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itfelf ufelefs. They therefore do not know, which 
line of conduCt to take. They take neither de
cifive1y. They walk fome~imes upon one ftilt~ 

, and fometimes upon the other. ' This is a very 
{hiking faCt jn the proce(:dings of the rebels. 
And it is another inftance of the lhifting and 

' dodging, fo natural to confc.ious villainy. ~n a 
parliament which they held the ·December follow 
ing;they had Mar')!I's cc FRE ASSENT A.FF~RMIT," 
fay die nobles of Mary's ,party, (C bejindrie there 
"p,refent, with Mor'n SOLEMNIT AtTHIS be fl-lm 

·cc lordis," Lord Lindfay one of them, no doubt, ' 
(C and INSTRUM ENT IS OF NOTAR I S DECLARrNG 

cc T :HE SAMIN."'ii Su 'c~ was the bold and per
jwous impudence of the rebel lords. Yet with 
the natural inconfifieney of guilt, to the contra
diCtion of their own notarial inftruments, and 
to the contuCion of their own perjurous witneffes, / 
in the very" fl'ame parliament they paffed a law,' , 
which fay all done to ,th OEene 'C unto the day 
(( and dait of this prefent aCt, and in all tymes to 
"cuim, tuiching the faid ~ene and dp.ten-
(( ing of her per[on,-wEs IN THE SAID Q£iNIS 
cc AWIN DEFAULT, in fa far- as-feho was previe, 
" airt ane! pairt, of the aanal devife and deid 
," of the-murthour of the King."t 
• Thus was Mary, in one and the [arne parlia
ment, exprefsly averred by many [olemn oaths 
of lords, 'and by the formal atteftatioos of publick 
notaries, to have freely ceded her crown to her 

'foo j and. yet a{rert~d by a law, to have. had it 
rightfully taken from her, be~atlfe ilie was ac-

". Goodall, ii. 363' 
~OL, 1. X 

t Ibid. 67' 
. ceffary 

, \ 
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cdrary to the murder of her hulband. But the 
former was affirmed only by notaries and lords. 
The latter was recorded,in form upon the ftatutes 
of the kingdom. So much better did the rebels 
like their poffeffion by force, than their right by 
confent! Yet in the anfwer, which they 'after
wards put in at· York to Mary's accufation of 
them, they amazingly blended both together. 
Bothwell, they faid, murdere~ the King, feized 
the ~een, and married her. They took up 
arms to refcue her perfon, and diffolve her mar
riage. They did the one. She would not let 
them do the other. They could have no anfwer 
from her, "bot rigorus ,minaffing, on the ane 
,H part avowand to be revengit on all thiLme 

• cc that had fchawin thamefelfis in that caure," 
that is, to be revenged on thofe who had rtjmed 
her; Cf and on the uther part offerand to lei£, 
ic and gif over, the real e and all, fua fd 0 micht 
ct be fuff'erit to po1I'es the murtherer of hir huf
~'band," the very man- who had Jtized her per
fon, who had Jorred her into a marriage, and 
was likely to have 1»urdered her in a iliort time, 
~ccording to the accounts of the rebels themfelves 
before; "quhilk hir inflexible mynd-compellit 
Ie rhame to fequeftrate hir perfoun for it feafon: 
as irnprifonment is the beft cure for love; (" dur
H ing the quhilk tyme, fco finding hirfelf, be 
H lang, irkfum, and tedious travail takin be hir 
" in the governament of the realme,-fa vexit 
« and weryit, that hir body, fprite, and fenfes 
" wer altogidder unable !anger to occupy that 
(( realme," tho~gh lhe was juft now mrnaci.ng them 

t rigoroujZ.r, 
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rigoroujly,-" thairfQir dimittit and renuncit the 
(C office-in favouri~ of hir-fone." i;\' Of . thefe 
jmpudentfalfehoods we l\1a.y fay, as Prince Henry 
does of Falftaff's, . but with fome little variation 
of words, and with a much higher reach of mean
ing, "thefe lies are like THE FATIjER THAT BE

(f GOT THEM, grofs as a mountain,' open, pal
cc pable." They are fuch a jumble of force and 
freedom, fuch an union of contradiCtory affer
tions, as perhaps was never exhibited to the world 
by any fet of ufurper-s 'before. ' 

Yet all is equalled in the accufation againft 
Mary, prefented by thefe very men at Weft
minfter afrerwards. (.:hargirtg her with the mUf
der of her huf1;iand, they fay "the eftatis of the 
"realme of Scotland, FINDING HIR UNWORT.HIE 
"TO REGNiE, decernit hir DIMISSION of the . 
(f crown-TO BELAUCHFULLIE-DONE."t ltfeerns 
to be the peculiar curfe of ufurpations, to think 
with a wild confuuon of ideas, and to fpeak witjl 
a wild contradiCtorinefs of langung , concerning 
their own tranfaCtions. · The faCt is, tha the 
wickede.fl: men can hardly ever rife to fuch an 
altittide of wickednefs at once; as to become 
perfeCl:ly clear and confi{l:ent in .. their pretence~ 
for i,t. And even after all, after they had fo
lemnly aifured Elizabeth's commiffioners under 
their own hand, that their parliament had pro
nounced Mary ' " unworthy to reign," and had 

. "decreed her difmiffion of the crown to be law-

* Goodall., ii. 145-14-6. t Ibid. 2.07. 

". ~ . ~"' fully 
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CC fully done;" thl!yaCtually put Elizabeth UpOCl 
treating with Mary as ftitl in poJJeifion of tht crown, 
and on inducing her to rejign it again in the very ' 
terms of her former refignation. 

This defire of a fecond refignation, was the 
natural confequence of their confufion and con
tradictorinefs under the firft. It was merely a 
recurrence to that original plan, which had failed. 
It was frill to frighten. But it was to frighten 
by intimated approaches of danger, and not by 
the immediate prefence of it. It was therefore 
to 'give a femblance of voluntarinef"s to the re
fignation, though there was no reality in it. And 
it would be of great .confequence to them, to fub
ftitute fuch a refignation in the place of the pre
fem" which had neither reality nor femblance in 
it. It was with this view only, that the letters 
were firft thought of. The idea of them was 
thrown out at firft, entirely with this view. And, 
with this view only, was the idea reduced into 
writing afterwards . This is plain from the tenour 
and fpirit of Elizabeth's conduct) concerning them. 
SJ1e made Murray produce them before her com
miffioners, on the 8th of December 1568. She 
urged him to the act, to gratify her own mean 
mind by the flanders thrown in them \'lpon Mary. 
But he confenced to it, in order to pLlili his plan 
into execution, by terrifying Mary into a feconct, 
and [eemingly unforced, refigC}ation. Then Eliza
beth, gratified in her own purpofes, was earnefr 
to 'indulge him in his. Her fecretary therefore, 
fo early ~s the 22d of December afterwards, 
went to work ror him. Cecii drew up a detail 

upon 
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upon paper, of what was proper to be done at 
rhe prefent emergency. The firft point that 
occurred to his mind, wa -the refignation of 
Mary. cc What is meeteft," he afks. And he 
anfwers himfelf thus: "Firft, that the ~een of 
"Scots be i1tduced to yield herfelf Co remain in 
cc the realme" of England, cc and not depart; 
(~ and that the eftate of her Jon and the regent may 
" remain and continue." :!.: That very day, Eliza
beth wrote herfelf «l Sir Francis Knollys, one of 
Mary's keepers, to inftruCt him, (( that in con
(C clufion it is thought, of all uther devifees, this 
" to be the beft for us." So thoroughly did lhe 
confider Murray's caufe to be her own! She then 
propofes the fcheme, as Cecil had delineated it. 
" And the caure of this hir yelding and a{fent," 
lhe adds, is cc to be grounded and notifyed to 
" procede of hir owne good-wil, by refsm of hir 
<c werynefs of governance, and of defyre to fee 
" hir funne ftablifhed, in fuch termes, to Jaw 
" hir honor, as is at more length conteaned in 
" THE INSTRUMENT DEVISED FOR THE DUvlISSION 

"OF HIR CROWN, WHYLl'ST SHE WAS IN LOUCH

~, LEVIN." t So completely did the parts of 
, Elizabeth's fyftem, now unite into one with 

Murray's 1 But Mary was not to be warped in 
her judgment, or affected in her fpirit, by thefe 
applications of· Elizabeth's to her; any n10re 
than lhe had been, by the folicitations of Throg. 
morton, and five of her rebel chiefs, before. 
They were both fllaudulent and perfidious. Mary 

'" Good 11, ii . ' Zi4-

was 
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was nDt to' be wrDught upDn by either. And fbe 
returned that high-toned anfwer t the laft whi.ch 
we have recDrded before to' her hDnour • 

. Yet the overture was Df toO' great cdnfequenct_ 
to' Murray, to be given up even for fuch a I)1a
jeftick rejection Df it 'as that. Cecil therefore 
tDok up his projecting pen again, on the 7th Df 

January. He formed anDther f<;:heme upon paper., 
But it was frill the fame. His mind, at this period) 
·entirely moved upon the pivot Df refignatiDn.1 

. And his prefent projeB: is cDnceived, half Df it in 
the fame manner as his former, and half in a 

. ne.w way. The plan is thus defcribed by him-
~ felf: (C That fhe may require licence to' remain 

H in this realm, free frDm the trDubles Df gD
" vernment of her 'realm, and that her fon may 
cc remain King,-. and the government to' be in the 
Cf Earl Df M'urray ;" or eIfe, " That if the Q8een 

, , CC will remain Q8een both in name and poffeffion, 
tc -yet-i}le may have her fon alfo remain 
"King, and be jDined with her in all refpectis~ 
" arid that the government may remain, untill 
,, 'the King fhall CDme to 18 years, in the Earl 
~c of Murray."· El,izabeth was ready to roncur 
in any meafures of accommodation, that would be 
as effectual as ' a voluntary re'fignation in itfeJf, 
by fixing the fceptre in the hands .of Murray. 

I1fJ. fue folemnly propofed the former half Df 
the overture to Mary's commiffioners, that very 
day. (C It femit," !he faid, cc' maift meit and 
"convenient, that fcho," Mary, "as being 
cr wearie of the realme and government (hairof~ 

~ Goodall, ii. 295. 
• I xJ 
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<l fould zeild [yield] up the crown and govern
" ment thairof, and demit the famin in favouris 
"of hir fone the prince." * But the inftant 
reply of the cornmiffioners to this propo[al, 'their 
peremptory rejection of .jt in the name of their 
miftrefs, their unanimous and abfolute refufal 
even to tranfmit it to her, and their determinate 
perfeverance in all, for ever put an end to th~ 
project, and even prevented the offer of the a1-
lternative defigned. . 

The hope of a fecond and feemingly voluntary 
relignation, then, appears to have been the ac
tuating motive to Murray, and through him to 
Elizabeth at 1 aft ; in forming the charge of mur
der againft Mary, in forging letters that fhould 
pretend to prove it, and in producing them as he 
did produce them. Elizabeth had no other view 
at laft. And he had fcarcely any other, from 
the beginning to the end of his proceedings; 
from his firft production of them ' before the 

. council and parliament of Scotland in Decem
ber, 1567, to his laft before the Englilh com
miffioners at Weftminfter in December, 1568. 

Buchanan has hitherto had the fuper-eminent 
i nfamy among the friends of Mary, of having 
forged the letters from her to Bothwell. It was 
not given to him, very early. t Yet it has b en 
continued to him very fteadily But I am c~m
pelled by the force of evid nee, to clear Bucha
nan of this villainy, and to lay it upon another. 

*' Goodall, ii. 300. 

t The forgerr was originally attributed to Mary Bethune 
or Beaton, one of Ma:y's maids of honour. Jebb, i. 52 41 
~qd ii. 24.3' 

The 
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The firft tin'le, that the idea of a fet of forge~ 
letters w",~ fuggefted to the r~bds, was on th~ 
24th 9f July, '1567. It was pretty certa~nly a 

. ' 

, {park, ftruck off from ~he mind ofLET HINGTON, 
by the friendly collifion of the ideas of adultery 
anp. murder, then floating among the mob of 
~lergy and gentry in Edin):>brough, and his own 
habits of forging , the hand-writing of Mary. 
Thefe habits are fufficiently attdted by his Owrz 

• confejJion; 'as he acknowledged in fecret ro th.e 
commiffi.oners at York, that he had f~equentlr 
forged her writing.- His aCtive hand, therefore, 
caught the fp.!lrk as it flew, threw in ~he combuf
rib1es, which his aC!;ive genius could alWays fur
ni!h, and fann eq both immediately into a little 
flame. He is e~prefsly faid by the rebels thelf
felves, to have been "efteemed" by them, as 
"one of the beft ingines or fpirits of ' his 
fC country."+ He is particularly reported, to 
ha ve had "a crafty head and fell [or !harp], 
"tongue.":!: Elizabeth alCo is declared by her 
own embaff.ldour, to have known him well cc for ' 
fC his wifdom ,to c9nceive; and his wit to convey, 
" whatfoever his mind is bent unto to bring it 
(( to pafs.p § And he is defcribed by another 
~otemporary, to have b~en " naturally enclined 
. c'" to plotting an~ intriguing, and fond of en
~ t countering difficulties, as tools t/lat ft'l'ved to 
~, !harpen his wit, of whi<;h he had a very grqt 

* Camden, Tranfiation, 116, Original 143-144. 
, t ~I) Paris's firfr ,Confeffion, Goodall, i. 140. 

t J\eith, ~P5· § +~id~ lP.:t • 

. . 
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IC frock.". He inftantly conceiv d the plan of 
E1 ferie'l of letters, fabricated in a writing omilar 
to Mary's, anti proving all that the mob alferted; 
in order to terrify Mary into the wanted reog
natlon. He inftantly conneCted it with its pro
per accompaniroems. His mind had always a 
quickn fs of invention, and a vigour of formation~ 
about it. And his tongue, which was as lively 
as his fancy, inftantly repo~ted the whole, for a 
fynem already in exiftence, to Throgmorton; to 
~~ofe lodgings he frequenrly repaired, and in 
whofe ear he ' frequently pretended to whifper 
the fecret defigns 'of the party. He was, no 
doubt, the principal channel of intelligence to 
Throgmorton on all occaGons. He was the 
only channel upon this. Had the project of 
the letters been known to any, except the relater 
and the reporter; it muft foon have crept out 
among the bufy partizans in the city, and appeared 
in forpt: ofThrogmorton!s intelligences concern
ing them . Such a pretended diftovery, if it 
had once gone out beyond the two, would not 
long have <rept. It would foon have raifecl 
itfelf upon its feet. It \lIould foon have ftalked 

, forth in' gigantick form idablenefs, among the 
amazed crowds. And it was privately intimated 
to Throgmorton only, that he might act in co~
j unCtion with Lethington, and his our a'ffociates 
in treachery j that he might write like them to 
Mary, upon the dangers that were preffing upon 
pfr from every fide,; and that fo he might unite 

tQ 

, . 
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to drive the poor doe, which they could not bunt 
down, into the toits prepared for her. 

In this manher, I believe, was the firft inti. 
mation of the letters thrown out to Throgmorton. 
It was purely calculated, as the very timing of 
it !hews, to promote the grand purpafe of a 
refignation. This was obtained. And the idea 
was heard of no more for months. The rebels had 
obtained their refignation, however, not by the 
force of their reported letters, not by any indi
cated dangers,' but by applications of a more 
impreffive natu,re, by denunciations of imme
diate death. Yet this was not known to the 
world. They aifel'ted the contrary. And no
body could difprove it. In this frate they con
tinued, perfectly fatisfied with the refignation, 
and totally unmindful of any letters of Mary's 
for fome months.' They then faw it requifite to 
fummon a parliament, in order to procure a 
feeming fanction to all their meafures, and a 
feeming fecurity to all their p,erfons. This was 
certainly a very bold frep. But they prepared 
very cautioufly for it. They provided themfelves 
with a double fuit of armour for the encounter. 
They felt feverely the embarraffment, which the 
compulfory nature of the refignation threw in 
their road. They muft clear it away, or they 
mufr f;dl over it. They accordingly made ufe 
of expedients, that {hew at once th defperatenefs 
of their refolution, and the f1agitioufnefs of their 
hearts. They prepared fome peers WHO WERE 

NOT PR.ESENT, ready to SWEAR folemnly to the 
voluntarinefs of the refignation. They prepared 

equally 
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equally fome notaries publick, WHO WER~ 
J.:Q.YALL Y NOT PR1;SENT, ready to fllbfcribe for
mal inftrull1<i11ts of atteftatiop to this voluntari
nefs. And they refulved upon a fec of forged 
letters, that fhould prefume to call themfelves. 
Mary's writing, and fhould convict her of mur
der. To fuch heights of helliih impiety did 
they determine to mount, upon this occafion!. 
The fuborned notaries and fuborned peers were 
to prove the freedom ~f the refignation. The 
forged letters were to prove, that, even if the 
refignation was not free, yet the depofition was 
juft and reafonable. She had been concerned in 
the murder of her hufband. She was convicted of 
the concern, by the evidence of her own letters. 
She was therefore unfit perhaps to live, and cer
tainly unfit to reign . There was indeed an 
obvious contradiction, between the letters and 
the other teft: monies. ThoJt were to ihelw her 
depofition jun:. Theft were. to prove her refig
nation free. But the fame contradiaorinefs, as 
I hav remarked before, always attended them in 
their movements afterwards; and was die mark 
of CAr fet upon them for their condua, by the 
hand of Providence. And what are contradic
tions to fuch CAINS as thefe, who . are fweeping 
violently to the accomplifbmen~ of their pur
pores, with PERJURY marf11alling them on their 
way, and with FORGERY bearing up their train 
for them? 

Some days before }he parliam nt was to meet, 
they affemblcd in council together, to project 
their meafures again{\: the meeting. Their 

(J,'Uowed 
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avowed aim> was to juftify all their proceedings 
againft Mary, if the re!ignation !bould be deemed 
a compulfion; and thei r Jecret Qn6, which went 
hand in hand with the other though unfeen, 
was to frighten Mary into a voluntary refig
nation afterwards. To prove the former re
fignation free, they had already provided, no 
doubt, their fwearing peers anld their attefting 
notaries . But they muO: now contrive fome 
mode of vindicating their condua, if they fhould 
be- voted to have depofc:d their fovereign. For 
this indeed they cannot want arguments. They 
h ve been always complaining of her govern
ment. Religion has been in continual danger, 
from her keen propenfities to popery and perfe
cution. Liberty has been nearly ftrangled with 
a bow-ftring, by the ready and obfequious mutes, 
that have always attended behind the chair of 
this mperious fultana of Scotland. And they 
have, fo recently as the 24th of July before, de
termined folemnly, we know, to arraign her for 
TYRANNY: and, fpecifically, (C for breach and 
" violation of their laws and decrees of the 

, cc realme, as well that which they do ca)) common 
(( laws, as their ftatute laws; and namely, the 
" breach of thofe ftatutes, which were ena8:ed in 
cc her abfence, and confirmed by Monf. de Ran-

., cc dam and MonC d'Ofcll in the French king her 
~, hufband's name and hers." They faid fo then; 
but they dare not go upon it now. Religion is 
generally reported to be moO: in danger, when 
there are many attached to religion, and when 
~~ele are a few that want to make their attach-

ment 




