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T II 

SEVENTEENTI-I CENTURY. 

SEC·T ION 1. 

The G ENE R A l, HIS TOR Y of the C H R 1ST JAN 

CHURCH. 

I. THP, arduotls attempts m.lde by the pon-
tirs, in the preceding century, to advance 

the glory and majdly of the r·~ of Rome, by 
extt.:ndinn· the limits of the Chli!ti.:11 c!\urch, and 
JI)'Tadi/l~ the gOI[ll:1 through th(' dilbnt lutlOIlS, 
mer with mllch oppofition; and, :lS they were 
neither well conducted /lO" propc:dy fupported, 
their fruit, were neither abundant nor permJJl(:nt. 
Hut in this Cl'Dtury the J.lme attempts were re
nnved with viv()tlf, crowned with Illcn:r.~, and 
cOl1tliblltt.:d not' a little to give a nevv' degree of 
ilabiliLY to the totterillg grandeur nf the pap:1cy. 
They were begun by GRU;OR Y X V., who, by 
the advice of his confciTor N /\R:, I, founded ac 
Rome, in the ye\l" 1622, the (,ln10US COJlgregation 
for the propagation cf the faith, and enriched it 
with ample revenues. This congregation, which 
conflfts of thirteen cardinals, two prieits, one 
monk, and a fccn':~:1ry [<1], is cefisned to propa-

gate 

[aJ Such is the number of mcmScrs belonging to this Con
~"igillioll as they lland in the original B,d! of G R E COR Y XV, ; 
tee BullarilUll .Roman. tom. iii. p. 472. edit. L"x<'mb"rg.
CE R R I mentions the fame number, in his Eta! Prifent de 
rEglift Romain/~p. z59. But a Jilfcn:nt account is given by 

YOLo V. B AYM()t:. 

C F. N T. 
XVII. 

SEC'. r. 

The Co,. 
! ~'!"_~ 11',. P"(J_ 
t.'; . ".1" fiJ. 
f l\I",h;J lit 
R()mc. 



fie Genera! HIstORY of tbe CHURCH. 

(:J' NT. gate and mai!fai. the reHgjjn. Rome in all 

_s_;'_c~_J.I_·I_. ~~~~~~~s ~::~~, ~~I.:io~g~ld~~n;~~h~y ~~~ 
munificence of URBAN VIII., and the liberality 
of an incredible number of donors, that its fund9 
are, at this day, adequate to the moft expenfive 
and magnificent undertakings .. And, indeed, 
the enterpriles of this Congregation are great and 
extenfive. By it a vaft number of miffionarid. 
are fent to the remoteft parts' of the world; books 
of various kinds publifhed 1 to facilitate the ftudy 
of foreign and barbarous languages; the facred 
writing,; and other pious productions lent abroad 
to the moi1: diftant corners of the globe, and ex
hibited to each nation and country in their own 
language and character~; fcminaries founded for 
the fuiknance and education of a prodigious 
number of young men, fet apart (or the foreign 
mifftons, houfes erected for the ini1:ruCl:ion and 
fLlpport of the Pagan youths that arc yearly rent 
from abro;hl to Rome, tlut they may return hom 
thence into their ref(x'B:ive countries, and become 
the initructors of their blinded Brethren: not to 
mention the rh:uitabk dbblifhl1lcnts, th:!t are 
defigned for the rcJicf and [upport of thore who 
have [uffered baniihmcnr, or been involved in 
other calarr,itiesJ on account of their ftedfafl: at
tachment to the religion of Rowe, and their zeal 
for promoting the glory of its pontif. Such are 
the arduous and complicated ic.hemes, with the 
excclltior:1 of which this congregation is charged; 
but {here, though the principal, are not the only 
o~jeas of its attention; it:, views, in a word, are 
vaft., and its exploits almofl: increuible. Its 

Ay ~tOI'> in his 'TaMea:. ida Caur de RDI1:~, part III. chap. iii. 
P: 2i9' for he makes t,his C01lgrctJ(llic" to confil~ oJ, eigbtten CaI
dlllals. (JIlt of the pope s fccretancs. ~'IC apollohdiJ'Jroth"1Wtary. 
one rtfimuiaJ:J. Olnd Qn~ of the ailcif<m, or fcdelati.es of the . 
inquilltion.' , 

7 members 



'i'be Gmera! HISTORY of the CHURCH. 

membc:.-rs hold theiraffemblies in a fplendid and c E ~ 
mae:nificent ·palace, whofe deliahtful fituation KVIl. ~ "'0 SEC.,.. J, 
adds a flngular lulhe to its beauty and gran-
deur [oJ. 

11. To this (;{molJs e11:ablil1lnlent, another 1ef5 'rho Col. 

magnificent indeed, but highly. ufeful, was added, I,~. pr~/ __ ; 
J pa'ani'., 

in the year 1027, by pope Urban VIIl., under &c. ",fli_. 

the denomina~ion of a' Col/ege or Seminary for the ~':b:~~IlI . 
. propagatioit 0/ the lajlb .. This feminary is fet apart ~ 
for the inftruftion and education of thofe who are 
defigned for the foreign mil1ions; and they are 
here brought up, with the greateft care, in the 
knowledge of all the languages and fcicnces that 
are neceif:lry to prepare them (or propagating the 
Gofpel among the difi:ant nations. This excellem 
f(mndation was dlle to the zeal and munificence of 
JOII:-' BAPTIST VILE~, u Spaniih nobleman, who 
tdided at the court of Rome, and who began by 
prefenting to the pontif all his ample poifeffions, 
together with his houte, which was a noble and 
beautiful fi:ructure, for this pious and generolls pur-
pofe. His liberality excited a fpirie of pious ernu-
!3.tion, and is fr)llowed with zeal even to this day. 
The Seminary was at firfl: committed by URBAN to 
the cJ.re and clireEtion of three canons of the patri-
arcbai churches; but this appointment was after-
wards changed, and, ever fince the year 1641, 
it is governed by the Congregation founded by 
GREGORY XV. [cJ. 

[hJ The authors, who have given an account of thiB Con
gregation, arc mentioned by FABRJ<::IUS, in his Lllx EVQl1-
gdii t~'; orb; exoriatf, cap. xxxiii. p. ,66. Add to there, 
Dor.oT H E U S As CA N J 11 S. De Montihils 1'ic/a/iJ Ealfitt: Roman. 
p. p2. where there is a complete Jiil: of the books that have 
bee.a publithed by this Congrcgatior.. from its firl1 inftitution 
unnl the year I 667. 

[c) HltL:JI'!T, Hijloirl des OrJru Monajliqiw, Religieu.>: ef 
Militaire .... tPitviii. cap. xii. p. 78. URB. CURl Etiit prrji:nt 
tk I'~glife Jti,iljifl-~ p. 293· 'Yhere, however. the firll founder 
~f this Collegelsc.aucd. by millake. V1VIIS. 

B 2. III. The 
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~ N T.. III., The fame zealous fpirit reached Franct, 
:,: s~!';~·I. .and produced there feveral pious foundations of a 
, .. like_ nature. In the year 1663, the c.ongregation 
:'Congr.~a- of prieTs 01' the fioreign mit1ions was inftituced by tion. of Col. J' 'J U' 

)tles of Ihe royaL authority, while an aifociation of biiliops and 
fame nature other eeeleflaftics found the Parzijilan Seminar" fior 
reunded in ./ 
Fr",/(t. the mijJions abroad, defigned for t1le education of 

thofe who were iet apart for the propagation of 
Chriftianity among the Pagan nations. From 
llence, apoftolical vicars are ftil! tent to Siam, 
crcnquin, Cochin Cbina) and PC1jia, biiliops to Ba
i,)'/on, and miffionaries to other AGatic nations; 
:1nd all theft: fpiritu2.1 envoys are fupported by the 
ample revenues and polfeffions of the Congregation 
and Se/lliit.1i·Y [dJ. Thefe pritjls (f tbe foreign 
mi[1iolls [c], and the ap.onh:" they fend into foreign 
conntries, are almofl: perpetually involved in alter
cations and debates with the J efuits and their 
miffiol1.1ries. The fornlt'r are D10cked at the 
methods that ::re ordir1:!rily employed by the 
latter, in convertin~ the Chirwfe :lnd other Afiatics 
to the Chritti:>.n religion. And the Jefuits, in 
their tml1, abloiutcly n:!die obedience to th~ 
orders of the {I(:;l'U!i~al 'i.'ilan nne! bifoops, who 
rt'ccivc tileir CCn11:1iflion fi'om the COllgregatioll 
above- mel1tiolJl:d; though this commiffion be 
ilruccl out with the conknt of the pope, or of 
the CO!!i;/C de P;"cp,Jgalld,l fide refiding at Rome. 
There W.tS al10 another re E'~iolls eftabliinment 
f()rmtd in France, during this~c~nt1lry, under the 
titk of the COl1greg,::i(j}/ oj tbe Holy Sa(rdment, 
whore founder was .r\.nllERIl..'S, biiliop of Beth
lebem, and which, in the year 1644, received an 
order from URBAN VIII., to have always a 

[ti] See t~e Gal/in Cl,,"itli.7'ltl En;c:!i8inor:lm. tom. vii. p. 
10;!4.-HEl,Y~'l', flijr'Gire oft'S Urdrt'J J,lonajli'l'fe;, tom. viii. 
chap. xii. p. 8f. Ifi 

[ e) Thde ecddi.~.Jtics are commonly call~.il1 Fra1lCl, Mif-
ji:"rJ d.'! Mi.//ia?;; E:i'unS;,I"". . ' 

number 



number of ecclefiaftics ready to exercife their mi- CE W"p, 

rii!hy among the Pagan nations, whenever they 51~t~tl.: 
lhould be called upon by the pope, or the Congrc- 'I 

galion de propaganda, for that purpofe [/]. It would 
be endlefs to mention other aifociations of lefs note. 
that were formed in feveral countries for promoting 
the cau[e of Chriftianity among the darkened na-
tions; as ::lIfo the caro taken by the J efuits, and 

-other religious communities, to have a number of 
mifIionaries always ready for that purpofe. 

IV. The[e congregations and colleges fent forth Miffi.onuiel 

h r I - f 'm ' h' h' . multiply. tOle eglOns 0 Ini lOnunes, W 0, In t IS cen- mOre efpe-

tury, covered, in a manner, the whole face of ciJlly Iho(~ 

f 
(If tho Je

the globe, and converted to the profellion 0 fuil'. 

Chriitianity at leaft, if not co its temper and fpirie, 
multitudes of per{ons in the fierceft and moft 
barbarous nations. The religiolls orders, that 
make the greateft figure in there millions, are the 
JeJuits, the Dominicans, the Francijcans, and the 
Capucbins, who, though concerned in one com-
mon caule, agree, neverthele[s, very ill among 
themfelves, accufing each other publicly and 
reciprocally, and that with the moll: bitter 
repr.oaches and inveCli yes, of want of zeal in the 
fervice of CHRIST, nay of corrupting the purity 
of the Chriftian dottrine to promote their 
ambitious purpo(es. But none are fo univerfally 
accu(ed of finifter views and unworthy practices, 
in this refpect, as the Jifttits, who are fingularly 
odious in the eyes of all the other miffionaries, 
and are looked upon as a very dangeroLls and 
pernicious fet of apoftles by a confiderable part 
of the Romifu church. N or) indeed, can they' be 
viewed in any other light, if the general report 
be true, that, inftead of inftructing their pro-
felytes in the genuine doctrines of 'Chriftianity, 
~hey t~acl1 them a corrupt fyftem o( religio!1 and 

VJHllozlYOT, If}(, cit. cap. xiii.. p. 87. 100. 

B 3 morality 



'!:be General HISTORY 'f the CHURCH. 

,C ! N T, morality that fits eafy upon their confciences, and 
<t.~~:;~·l' is reconcilcable with the indulgence of their ap-
___ -- petites and paffions i-that they not only tolerate, 

but even countenance, in (here new converts l 

feveral profane opinions and fuperO:itious rites and 
cuO:oms ;-that, by commerce, carried on with 
the mo(f rapacious avidity, and various other me
thods 'little conuRent wid) probity and candollr, 
they have ali-cady acquired an overgrown opu~_ 
lenee, which they augment 'from day to day;
that they burn with the thidt of ambition, and 
are conibntly gaping ~f[er worldly honours and 
praogati,'cs ; -that they are peqwtually employ
ing the arts of aciuLtlon, ;nJd the fedut:tions of 
briba)', to inflnuare tht~llll:lve~ into the fiimdfhip 
;:mJ protection of men ill PO\VLT ;-that they are 
deeply involved in CIvil affairs, in the cabals of 
court~;, 21"),1 the intri;ues of politicians i-and 
finally, that they frequently excite intdliIle com
motions and civil wars, in tLck (late's and king
doms, whel e their vieNS are ob£lructed or difap
pointed, and r('fure obedience to the Roman 
pontiC, and to the vicars and bilbops that bear his 
commiHion, Thefe accuLltions are indeed griev
OllS, but they are perfeEl:Iy well attrfi:ed, being 
confirmed by the moil: [hikillg circumftantial 

'evidence, as well as by a prodigious number of 
unexceptionable witnefTes. Among thefe we may 
reckon many of the moO: illufl:rious and refpeCtable 
members of the church of Rome, whore cefii
mony cannot be imputed co the fuggeftions of 
en vy. on the one hand: nor confidered as the 
effeCt of temerity or ignora~ce on the other: fuch 
are the cardinals, the members of the Congregation 
tJ.e propag-411da jjde, and even fome of the popes 
dlemfclves." Thefe teftimonies are fllpport~dand 
confirmed b)'- glaring facts, even by th~proceed
jng~ of the J efuits in Cbi~a, Aby.JJinia~ '}apan, and 
Indta, where they h~ve difuonoure<,l .. ~ caufe of 

. ChriItianity ~ 



J"h ~tTtI" HrSTOR. Y' of the CHTJR. CH~ 

Chrill:ianity, and hurt the interell: of Rome, in CENT 

the moll: fenfible manner by their corrupt prac- S:e~~I"i.' 
tices [gJ. 0, 

V. The J efuits exhaufted all the refources '"of :rhe Jef"in 
o )' °fi d dO' fc III-looked theIr pecu lar am ce an extenty to lInpo c: upon. 

filence upon their accufers, to confound their, ad
verfaries, and to give a fpecious colour to their 
own proceedings. But all their ftratagems were 
ineffectual. The. court of Rome was informed of 
their odious frauds; a'nd this information was, by 
no means, looked upon as groundlefs. Many 
circumftances concur [0 prove this, and among 
others the conduct of the Congregation at Rome, 
by which the foreign millions are carri,;d on and 
direCted. For it is remarkable, that, during 
many years paft, the Jefuits have been much Ids 
employed by that Congregation, than in former 
times, and are alfo treate,i, on almoft every oc
calion, with a degree of circumfpeClion that 
manifeilly implies fufpicion and diffidence. Other 
religious orders have evidently gained the afcend-
ant they formerly held; and, in the nice and cri-
tical affairs of the church. and more efpecially in 
what relates to the propagation of the Gofpel in 
foreign parts, much more confidence is placed in 
the auftere fobriety, poverty, induftry, and pa
tience of the Capuchins and Carmelites, than in 
the opulence, artifice, genius, and fortitude of 
the difciples of LOYOLA. On the other hand it 
is certain, that if the J efuits are not much trufted, 
they are, however, more or Ids feared j finee 
neither the powerful Congregation, now mentioned~ 
nor even the Roman pontifs themfdves, venture 
to reform all the abufes, which they filently dif. 
approve, or openly blame, in the condutl: of this 

[gJ TLe,.realier will find an ample relation' of there fafu~ 
fupportc:.d bYlI,.,£!oud of witneifes, in the Preface to the Hif
foir~ de la C~e de Jifui. publilhed at Utrecht in the yeas 
17-4 1• 

infldious 



•• f fie GenerallllSTORY of the CHURCN., 

~ N T. inHdious order, This connivance, however in-
VII. .voluntary, is become a matter of neceffity. The SteT.l. 

.. opulence of the J efuits is fo exceffive, and their 
credit and infh:ence are !!rown fo extenfive and 
formidable, in all thofe parts of the world that 
embrace the religion of ROifle, that they carry 
their infolence fo far as to menace often the 
pontif on his throne, whQ cannot, without the 
\I [moH: peril, oblige them to [ubmic to his orders,
where they are difpofed to 'be refractory. Nay 
more, the decifions of the pope are frequently fug
gefted by this powerful foeicty, and it is only in 
fllch a cafe that the rocier], trears them wirh un
l':mited refpeEt. When they come from any other 
quarter, they are received in a very different man
ncr by the J efuirs, who ti~ll11ple upon fome of 
them with impunity, and interpret others with 
their llfLlal dexterity in fueh a manner, ~~s to an
fwer the views and promote the interefts of their 
ambitiolls order. Such, at Jeaft, are the accounts 
that Jre generally given of their proceedings; ac
counts which, though cO!ltradicted by them, are 
neverthelds 1i.Jpportcd by tlrikillg and palpable 
evidence. 

'rhe nH- VI. The rife of thefe di!fenGons between the 
thods 01 
~DnV<r'ing Jefuits and the other Roman miffionaries is owing 
prolhr ... 1 b)' to the methods of converfion ufed by the former, 
the Jefuit& 
p"'."" which are l'lltire\v difil'rent from thofe that are 
them en." employed by the" latter. The crafty difciples of 
fIliee. 

LOYOLA judge it proper to attack the fuperftition 
of lhe Indi(lH nations by artifice and ftratagem, 
flnd to bring them only gradually, with the ut
moil: caution and prudence, to the knowledge of 
Chriftianity. In con((-(1uence of this principle, 
they interpret and explain the ancient doCtrines of 
Paganifm; 'and alfo thofe that CONFUCIUS taught 
in China, ih fueh a manner as to foften an4 
diminilb, at leaft in appearance, their oppofition 
to the truths of the Gofrel; and;wl1(!never thc:y 

nqd 



q'he General HISTolty 'of the CHUltCU. 

find, in any of the religious fyftems of the Indians, c 'It • 'r~ 
tenets or precepts that bear even the fainteft s XVlI. i'l' 

refemblance of certain doctrines or precepts of. [CT. " 

Chriltianiry, they employ all their dexterity and 
zeal to render this refemblance more phulible and 
firiking, and to perfuade the Indians that there is 
a great conformitY' between their :mc:ent theology 
and the new religion they are exhorted to em-
brace. They go Hill further; for they indulge 
their profdytes in t'1e o1:>fervance of all their 
national cuftoms and rites, except fllCh as are 
glaringly inconf1(tent with the genius and Ji)irit of 
the Chri!l:ian wodhip. Thefe ri!t~s are modified 
a little bv the T eCuits, and are d;reCted towards a 
difrerent . fet of objeCts, fo as to form a fort of 
coalition between Paganifm and ChrilbJnity. To 
fccure themfelves an afccndant over the untutored 
minds of thefe fimple lndi:ms, they Hully their 
natural inclinations ancI propenGties, comply with 
them on all occalions, :::nJ carefully avoid what-
ever may {hod: them. And as in -all countries 
the clergy" and locn of eminent learning, are 
fuppofed to ha\'e a confider:::ble influence on the 
multitude, [0 the Jefllits are particularly afiiduous 
in courting the fricndl11ip of the Indian pridls. 
which they obtain by various methods, in the 
choice of which they are far fi-om being fcrupu-
lOllS. But the proteetion of men in power is the 
great o~ject they principally aim at, as the furdl: 
method of eftablilhing their authority, and extend-
ing their influence. And hence they £l:udy all 
the art!; that can render them agreeable or ufeful 
to great men; hence their application to the 
mathematics, phylic, poetry, to the theory of 
painting, .fculptllre, architecture, and' the ocher 
elegant arts; and hence their perf eve ranee in 
ftudying men and manners, the inteiefts of princes, 
and the ~airs of the world, in order to prepare 
~~m for givffis counf~l in critical fituations, ~nd 

. , fu{?selhng 



tf'bt Gmeral HISTOIlY of the CHURCH. 

CE N T. fuggefting expedients in perplexing and compli,. 
s·:cv;.\ cated ca!~'i. It would be endlefs to enume.rate 
____ all the C1rclImftances that have been complalOed 

of in the proceedings of the J efuits. Thefe:: that 
have:: been now mentioned, have ruined their 
credit in the efteem of the other millionaries, 
who conlider their artful and infiJiolls dealings 
as every way unfuitable to .the charaCter and dig
nity of the arnbafil!d()rs of CHRIST, whom it be
comes to plead the caufe of 'God with an hondl: 
fimplicity, and an ingenuous opennefs and can
dour, without any mixture of dillirnulation or 
fraud. And, accordingly, we find the other re
ligious orders, that are employed in th~ filreigll 
11lifIions) proceeding in a very diuerem mechod 
in the excrcife of their min:ihy. They attack 
openly the fuperfritiotJs of the Indians, in all their 
connexions and in all their confeguences, and are 
ftudious to remove whatever nlly fl.-em ,,(bpted [() 
nourilh them. They fhcw lirtle regard to the an
cient rites and cufroms in ufe among the blinded 
nations, and little refpeCt for the amho] iry of 
thok by whom they were dlabliiliccl. They treat 
with a certain illdifference and contempt the Paaan 
priefrs, grandees, and princes, and preach, with~ut 
difgllifc, the peculiar dochines of Chrifrianity, 
while they attack, without hefitation or fear, 
the fLlperfiitions of thofe nations they are called 
to convert. 

ChriOi,nilY VII. Thefe miffionaries of the court of Rome. 
t:'1n::~:<d fpreac\ the fame of the Chriftian religion through 

th~ greatefr part of Ajia during this century. To 
begin with i"ditz j it is obfervable. that the mini
i1erial labours of the 7eJuits, 'Ihea/ins, and Au
glf!J.illians contri?uted. to introduce fome rays of 
diVIDe truth~. mIxed, mdeed, with much darknefs 
and fuperftitiCln. into thofe parts of that vaft 
regiQJl: that had been poffdfed by the fQrroguefe 
before their expulJ;ion from tbence b¥ $e plJtch. 

. J.3\1~ 



~ Gelf,·ral HIliTG1\Y ,f tb, (!HU1U!H. 

But of all the millions that were eftablifhed in 
there diftant parts of the globe, none has been 
more con{tamly <lnd univerfally applauded thall 
that of !vIadura, and none is faid to have pro
ouced more abundant and permanent fruit. It 
was u ndert;; ken and executed by ROBERT DE N 0-

ElLl Ihl, an Italian Jefuit, who took a very fin
gular' nlerhod of rendering his miniftry fuccefsful. 
J .. :onfiL!ering, on the one hand, that the Indians 
beheld with an eye of prejudice and averfion aU 
the Eu:-opc:l'lS, and, on the otllcr, that they held 
in the highdl: veneration the order of Brachmal1S, 
as ddcellJtJ from the Gods; and that, impatient 
of other rulers, they paid an implicit and un
limited obedience to them alone, he aifumeo the 
appearance and title of a Brac/.JmC!l1, {hat had 
come from a far country, and, by befinearing his 
COlllltt'nance and imitating that moil: aufterc and 
painful meth()J of living that the SailiiJileS or 
Penitents obferve, he at length perfuaded the cre
dulolls people that he was, in reality, a member 
of t!~at venerable Order [iJ. By this fl:ratagem, 

he 

[b] Others call this famous miffionary ROBERT DE NOIlI-

1.1 BUS. 

(iJ URBAN CERRI, Ela! prtji'1lt de f'E:;'(/RoJJlrlinc, p. 173. 
o NOBILl, who was looked upon hy the Jcfuits as the 

chid apoll:le of the 1 ndians after J:o R A r.; <;0 IS XA V I E R, took in
credible pains to acquire a knowlcdp.:! of the religion, cuf
toms, and language of Madara, fufficient for the purpoft., 
of his mini!lry. Hut this was not all: for, to Hop the mouths 
of his oppofers, and particularly of thofe who trc:1.ted his 
charaEt~r of Brachman as an impoftor, he produced an old, 
dirty parchment, in which he had forged, ill the ancient In
dian characters, a deed, fuewing that the Brachmans of Rome 
were of much older date than tliofe of India, and tha~ the 
Jefuits of Rome dcfcended, in a direct line, from the God 
Drama. Nay. Father JOUVENCI, a learned ,tefuit, tells us, 
in the hiftory of his Order, fomething yet more remarkable; 
even tha.t RoB,I! R T DEN 0111 L I. when the authentidty of his 
fmo~y parcllment was called in queftion by [orne Indian 
unbelievers. dCdar.¢ UPON oaIb, berore the alfembly of the 

- Brachman. 

C 11: It t.' 
. XVII. 
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(! F N T, he gained over to Chriftianity twelve eminent 
XVIJ'l Brachmans, whofe example and influence engaabed S.CT .• 

~ prodigious number of. the people ~o hear th.e 
lnftructions, and to receive the doCtrine, of thIs 
famous miffionary. On the death of ROBEP-T, 

this finoular rriiffion was for fome time at a ftand, 
and fe~med even to be neglefted [k]. But it 
was afterwards renewed, b;' the zeal and induftry 
of the Portuguele.T efuits, and is ftill carried on-
by feveral mifIionaries of tha't Order, from France 
and PortllL~al, who have inured themldves to {he 
terrible aul1erities that were praCtifed by ROBERT, 

and that are thus become, as it were, the appen
dages of that miffion. Thefe fiCtitious Brach
mans, who boldly deny their being Europeans or 
Franks [t], and only give themfelves out for in
habitants of the northern regions, are [aid to have 
converted. a prodigious number of Indians to 
Chrilhanity; and, if common report may be 
tru!l:ed to, the congregations they have already 
founded in thofe countries grow larger and more 
numerous from year to year. Nor, indeed, do 
thefe accounts appear, in the main, unworthy of 
credit (m]; though we lTlutt not be too read~ to 

receIve, 
Brachma.'l5 of Jo,!ad""a, tillt he (N 0 B I L I) derived redly and 
truly his origin from tnc God Bramtl. Is it not a/l:0nillling that 
this Reverend Fathc:r Ihould acknowledge, i, it not monll:rous 
that he 1h00~ld applaud, as a piece of pious ingenuity, this de
tellahlc inliance of perjury and frand [ See JOUVEN Cl Hiftoirl 
tics Y'foite!.-NoRBERT, lIkmojn'J llijlcri'lucsforl<s 11Jijfions des 
Mll/ab, tom. ii. p. 14-5. 

[k] U R BAN C F. R R 1 Et.-il preftnt de rEglifl Romlline. p. In. 
V] The Indians dillinguifu '11\ the Europeans by the general 

denomination of Franks, or (as they pronoQnce the word) 
Franghi,. 

[m) The Jefuits {cern to want words to exprefs the glory 
that has accrued to their Order from the remarkable fuceer. 
!lnd the abundant fruits of this famous miffion~ ·as· aHa th. 
Areadful fuWerings and hardihips their mifiionuie& have fllf~ 
tained in the courfe of their milliftry. See the i4ltres CtrritMlR 
Ii EJijiQ1dIS lcritn its MilJiu1tJ EITflngff'eS, uun.i. p. 9' 32. ".6.. 

SQ, 
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receive, as authentic and well attefted, the rela· 
tions that have been given of the intolc:rable hard

fbips 

c ~ N T. 

C;O. ~'i. where father MARTIN obferves (I" 9·) that thi5 mif
}Gn }rpaffis all olher!; tn:lt each 1IJilfio"c:~)' haifio::u. :'t lmi. II 
(boll./alld CGIlwrts c'w,:v yar (p. II.) ; tn:lt, ncvcn:lckls, B"'ptijin 
;; not indi/criminatc{y' aJn:illijl:rcd, or gralllcd '.vi,b fimlit), Gird 
frtcipitalioll to e,very 011e that. tiammdf it (I" 12.); that thofe 
'w;"o /,I'ij;'nl Ihcl1IJef.!HS 10 be laptizd, fir/, llL'cl/!'atl'(r ,'xamir.c,i 
until they exhibit fufficient. proofs of th~ir fincnity, fIIld are 
carefully inJirut!cd duril1g tl'e Ji,r:re of fllll' mOt!ths in crd,'r to fl,,,,',, 

1",,.,Pti011; that, aftel' Ibpir n''-''/ltio11, thq li,ve like a.ngdJ l'a!l'IT 
t/Ja11 like lIIen; and that the {mallei!: appearance of lI1crtallm is 
/cara{y, if (,vcr, to be 10lmd among thrm. J f anyone is curious 
enough ,to inquire into the (;.lu{es that produce fuch an un:om
man degree of f:lnt'lity among thefe new COl1verrs, the J ('(ults 
ullege the two fiJlIowing; the jil}l is modd!1y drawn from the 
holy lives and examples of the millionaries, 'who (p. 15') 
pa)i theil- dn)'s i11 the gr,of,jf [/I~'I .. rity, alJd in ads if J/lcrl~r,'wl;OII 
r/.'at are t{rriMe to nature (fce tom. xii. p. 206. tom. AV. 

p. 2 Jr.): \vho are not allowed, for infiance, the l:[': cf 
brc;tll, wine, fin1, or fidb, but :uc obliged to be fatisfied widl 
water and vegetables, dreffcd in the man infipid and difgu(}ing 
manner, and whore clothing. with the other cjrc~mjhllc:'S 
of life, arc an[wcrahle to their mifcrab1e diet. The J1COI!{{ 

cau{c of this unll[lIal arp~aranc(", allc~cd by the }c{uits, is 
the lituation of tkfc new C~riHi::ns, by which [hey ar~ cut 
off from all communication and interc'our{e with the Euro
peans, who are f:lid to have corrupted, by their liccntioll.~ 
manners, n101011: all the other Indian pro{clytes to Chritlianity. 
Add to all this, other conliderations, which are fcaltcrcd up 
and down in the Lette;'! above cited, tOlll. i. p. 1 G. 17. tom. 
ii. p. \. tom. iii. p. 217. tom. v. p. 2. tom. \,i. p. 119. 
tom. ix. p, IzG,-lI/adu/'a is a {epar;lte kingdom, fituatcd in 
the midll of the Indian Pmilljitia beyond the Ganga". There! 
is an accurate map of the territory comprehended in the 
million of Madura, publifhed by the Jcfuits in the xvt!! tome 
of the LrttreJ ClIrirujes et EdijiaJllCJ, p. 60. The French Jcfuirg 
fet on foot, in the kingdom of' C(1I'11atc and ill the adjacent 
provinces, a million like that of l'lfadura (Letfru Cu/,. tom. 
v. p. 3. 2,4°.); and, towards the conclll{i~n of this century, 
other millionaries of the fame Order formed an enterpri{e of 
the fame nature in the dominions of the killg of Marava 

.,. • Thil i •• milbke. Madn4 i. in .he Inai~n PminJul1l wi hi .. 
Gllng ... • n4 nllC "rylNld it. III prindpal produce i. rice, which il on. of 
the prineipMJ ;lIi,urncntl made ufe uf by the ri.b Jefuit. ia the conferliol1 
et w t- JA4i_~ 

(tom. 
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thips and filfferings that ,have been fuftained by 
theft: Jefttit-Brachmans in the caufe of CHRIST. 

Many imagine, and not without good founda
tion, 'that their aufterities are, generally fpeaking, 
more dreadful in appearance than in reality; and 
that, while they outwardly affect an extraordinary 
degree of felf denial, they indulge themfelves pri
vately in a {j-ee and even luxurious ufe of the crea
tures, have their tables delicately ferved, and [heir 
cellars exquifitively furnifhed, in order to refl-dh 
themfelves afrer their labours. 

VIII. The knowledge of Chrift'ianity was firf1: 
conveyed to the kingdoms of Siam, Cj'ong-king, and 
Kocbinchi1Ja, by a million of J efuits, under the 
direBion of 'ALEX~\NDER of RHODES, a native of 
A'Dignon [11], whole inftruCtions were received 
with uncommon docility by :l. prodigious num
ber of ~he inhabitants of thefe countries. An 

(tom.ii. p. J. tom. x. p. 79.). The Jefuits themf~lves how
c~'er :ld~llo'.vlcdge (tom. vi. p. 3. 15. 66. 107.)' that this latter 
cftablifllmcnt fucceeded much better than that of Cama/c. The 
rcafon of this may perhaps he, that the French Jefuits, who 
founded t11" million of Canzalr, could not cndmc, with fuch con
lbncy ant! patience, the aullere and mortified manner of living 
whicll an inltittltion of [his nature required, nor imitate the rigid 
Cdf-denial of the nr;:c11111ans, fo well as the milTionaries of Spail1 
:tn:l Poyti/gtd.-Be th~t as it may, all thefe millions, that for
merly made fuch a noiE: in the world, were fufpended and 
abandoned, in confcqufllce of a papal mandate iJlucd out, in the 
year 1744. by II ENE Die T XIV. who decbred his difapproba
lion of the mean and perfidious methods of converting the In
dians that were prafti!cd by ~hc Jefuits, and pronounced it un
Iouvt'ul to make u[1: of frauds or inlidious artifices in cxtcndina
thc limits of the Chrillian church. 0ee NORBERT, Memo;"';s 
Hijloritjltc! pow- I.:J ,11ijJiollJ Uriilltales, tom. i. & iv. M AM M A

CHI US has given an account of this matter, and a1fo publir.led 
the mandate of 13 ENE n leT, in his Orig. et _-fill i9.' Chrijiian. 
tom. ii. p. %45, See alfo LOCK.MAN'S Cf'ra'lJeh of the 71'"i/s. 
&c. tranfiate(j from the Let/I'cJ Edijial1Us. &c. vol. i. p. 4. 9' 
~d edit. '. 

en] Sce the Writi"g! of ALEXANDER DE RHOD£s.whowas 

undoubtedly a man of fenCe and fpirit. and more efpedally his 
'rravels, which were publiihed in 4to. at Par,is, in the year, 
1666 and 168z. ' 

account 



.IS 
account of the fuccefs of this fpiritual expedition C E N T. 

being brought to ALEXANDER VII. in the year s xvu. t. 
1658, determined that pontif to commit this new ~CT • .
church to the infpedion and government of a 
certain number of bilbops, and chofe for this pur-
pofe fome French prie!h out of the C01/gregation 
of foreign miJjion[, to carry his orders to the riling 
community, and to rul~ over it as his reprefenca-
tives and vicegerents. But the J elilits, who can 
bear no fuperiors, and fcarcely an equal, treated 
thefe pious men with the greateft indignity, load-
ed them with injuries and reproachesJ and would 
not permit them to lbare their labours, nor to 
partake of their glory [0]. Hence arofe, in the 
court of Rome, a long and tedious conrcft, which 
ferved to 1hew, in the plaineft manner, that the 
J efuits were ready enough to make ufe of the 

[0 J There were feveral Pamphlets and Memorials pllblil11cd 
tl.t Paris, in the years 1666, 1674, and 1681, in which thde 
French miffionaties, whom the jd-uits refufcd to admit a9 
fellow-labourers in the converlion of the Indians, relate, in an 
eloquent and alfet1ing il:rain. the injuries they had received 
from that jealous and ambitious Order. The In(>f!: ample and 
accurate narr~.tion of that kind was pnbliihed at Paris, in the 
year 1688, by F RAN CIS PAL L u, whom the pope had created 
bifhop of lieliopolis. The fame matter is largcl y treated in the 
Galfia Cl,,-ifhana of the learned nenediaines, tom. vii. p. 1027. 

hnda concife account of it is alfo gil·en by URBAN CERRI, ill 

his Elfrt pr{jimt d,' I' Eglifi Romaine, p. 199. This latter author, 
though a fecretary of the· Congregation de propagallda fide, vet 
inveighs with a jull fcverity and a generous warmth againil: the 
perlidy, cruelty, and ambition of the: Jefuits. and laUlents it a~ 
a moft unhappy thing, that the Congregation, now mentioned. 
lIas not power enough to fet limits to the rapacity and tyranny 
of that arrogant foeiety. He further obfervcs, toward3 the end 
of his Narrati'TIe, which is addrelf.:d to the pope, that he was 
not at liberty to reveal all the abominations which the J cfuits 
had committed. during the courfe of this con tell, but. by the 
order of his Holinefs, was obliged to pafs them o.l'er in lilence. 
Ris words are: Votre Sainttte a or-Jol1J1ce, fjJl'dlu dcmelm1fnt 
foUl it ficrrt.-See alfo on this fllbjeCl, HE!. YOT, lIijloil't da 
QrJm MOII".fJifw/. tom. viii. chap. xii. p. 84. 

authority 
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C E N T. "authority of the ,Pope, when it was necefi'ary t.o 
XVI!. h" it d h . . fI' ~aCT. I. promote t elr Jntere s, or to exten t elr In uence 

and dominion; but that they did not heIitate,. on 
the other hand, to treat the fame authority with 
indifference and contempt in all cafes, where it 
appeared in oppofition to their private views and 
perronal interells. After this, LEWIS Xl V. rent 
a folemn embaify (p], i~ the y't:ar 1684, to the 

t:T [p] 'I'he Fr~"ch b:{hops .of H.:!iufo!is. B.o~rtllJ. alid 
},1rte1!rpo!i c, that had heen fent into INdia about the: year 1663, 
had pr~rarfd the way for this cmbaify, and by an account of 
the tavonrab1c d.ifpofltions of the monarch, then reigning at 
Siam, h:;,1 cncollrageJ the French king to make a new attempt 
fOf the eflabii!nment of Chrifrianity in thefe diliant r(,gions. 
A fixed refidence had been forme,! at Siam fur the French 
miffionarics, together with a feminary t(Jf inflru~ting the 
Y(HI:h in the languages of the cm:umjal:ent n;uiotls, who had 
all fettlemcnts, or ("'''l~S, as tlley arc called, at dIe capit~l. 
A church was ale" eretlcd there, by the king's pcrrr.iffion, in 
the ye;lI' 166;, and tlIlt prince pTOI'0fed feveral quefl:ions to 
the miffionarie5, which fecl11cd to J:fcovcr a propenJit)' to in
form himfclf ccncernin;; their religion. The biO,op of 11.,
linpu/i!, who had gone back to EUl"opr on the alfairs of the 
million, rcrurncd to Slam in the year 1673, with letters from 
I,EIVIS XIV., anti Pope Cr.E~lENT IX., accompanied with 
rich prefc:nts, to thank his Siamcfc maiclly for the favours be
Howed on til~ Fr~;lCh bi'hops. Ina rril':lte audience to which 
be was admitted, h~ explained, in anfwer to a qudtion pro
pofed to him by the king of Siam, the motive that had en
gaged the Fr~nch bilhof'i> to croes fo l11any fe:ls, and the French 
king to fC;ld his fubjetts to countries fo far from home, ob
fcrving. thlt a jlrcng dc(irt ill i,is p"iI,et, to extend the 1:il/gdom if 
the true Gcd, 'was the jolc rcaftn cf tl~ir 'Voyage. Upon this we 
are told, that thO! king of S""11 olfered a port in any part of 
his dominions, where ;J. city might be built to the honour of 
LlWIS TilE GREAT, and where, if he thought lit, he might 
fend a viceroy to reiicle; and declared afterwards, in a public 
aHembly of the grandees of his cour~, that he would leave all 
llis fubjeCls at liberty to embrace the Romilh faith.-All this 
raifed the hopes of the miflionaries to a very high pitch; but 
the expeCl;r.tiolls they derived from thence of converting the 
king himfel£ were entirely groundlefs, as may be ·feen from a 
very remarkable declaration of that monarch in the following 
note. See the Rt·lutiol/. del Mi.ffia.1S et des r oyazts tkJ E'TJt~uer 
FrfiRfo;s. pafilm. 

king 
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king of Siam, whofe prime minifl:er, at that time, 
was a Greek Cliriftian, named CONSTAN'tutlt 

FAULKON, a man of an artful, a.mbitious, and en
terprifing fpirit. The defign of this embafry wall 
to engage the Pagan prince to embrace, Chrifti
anity, and to permit the propagation of the Go
fpel in his dominions. The ambafiildors were at
tended by a great retinue of priefts and J efuits, 
fome of whom were well acquainted with thofe 
branches of fcience that were agreeable to the 
tafte of the king of Siam. It was only, however, 
among a [mall part of the people, that the labours 
of there miffionaries were crowned with any de
gree of fuccefs; for the monarch himfelf, and the 
great men of his kingdom, remained unmoved by 
their exhortations, and deaf to their inftruc
tions [q]. The king, indeed, though he chofe 

to 

~ [q] When Monfieur D £ C H A U M 0 NT, who was charged 
with this famous embalfy. arrived at Siam, he prefented a I()ng 
memorial to the monarch of that country. intimating how fo
licitous the king of France was to have his Siamife majefty of 
the fame religion with himfelf.· C HAW N A RAY A (for fo was 
the latter named). who feems to have always deceived the 
.French by encouraging words. which adminiftered hopes that 
he never intended to accomplifh. anfwered this memorial in a 
very acute and artful manner. After alking who had made 
the king of Fral/ce believe that he entertained any fuch fenti
ments, he defired his miniiter FAUl.KON to tell the French 
ambalfador. «That l1e left it to his moll: Chriftian majefty to 
.. judge, whether the change of a religion that had been fol
ce lowed in his· dominions, without interruption, for 2229 
" years, could be a matter of {mall importance to him. or a 
~, demand with which it was eafy to comply ;- that befides~ 
" he was much furprifed to find the king of Frallce concern 
" himfelf fo zealoufly and fo warmly in a matter which relat
" ed to ~d, and not to bi",; and in which, tliough iL related 
ce to God. the Deity did not feem to tneddle at -an. but Ieft it 
.. entirely to human difcretion." 'the" king ailted, a't the 
fame time ... Whether the troe God. that created heaven and 
.. earth, and had bell:owed on mankind fuch differynt na.ture. 
.. and inclinatiDns, could not. when he gave to men the fame 
If bodies and {oalt. .have a1fo, if he had plcafed, infpirccl 

VOL. V. ., C· " them 
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C I 11 T. • perlnere in the religion of flU anceftors, yet 
':Cf~~i. dilcOYered a fpirit·of condefcerWoo and toleration 

4 1Ow.ardJ the conduCtors of this mimon j and his 
'I\"ouritc CONSTANTINE had fecretly mvited the 
French CD '"sia"" to fupport him in his authority, 
"fiich ':WIS heheld with an envious eye by feveral 
of the grandC'es. So that as long as this prince 
and his minifter lived, .the French ftill retained 
fome hopes of accomplilhing their purpofe, and 
'Of converting the inhabitants of Siam to the faith. 
But thefe hopes entirety vaniilied in the year 
x688, when, in a popular fedition, excited and 
fomented by fome prince of the blood, both king 
and minifter were put to death [r]; and rhen the: 
miffionaries retqrned home. 

Ja China. IX. China, the moO: extenlive and opulent of 
all the Afiatic kingdoms, could not but appear 

"' 'them with the fame re1ig·ious fentiments, and have made all 
II nations live and die in the fame laws. He added • 
.. TUt, finte order among men, and unity in religion. depend 
.. abfolutely on Divine Providence, wr.o could as eafily intro
II duce them into the world as that diverfity of feels that pre
.. vails in it. it is natural to conclude from thence, that the 
f' trllc God take. u much plcafure to be honoured by diffe
" rent modes of religion and worlhip, as to be glorified by a 
" prodigiOl18 number of dilferent creatures, who praifr him 
ff every one i. his own way." He moreover a1ked ... Whe
II tiler that bq.aty and variety, which we admire in the order 
.. of Mlure. be leCs admirable in the order of fupematural 
~. t~s, or JeC. becoming in the wifdom of God I-However 
,,, that be (COItunaed the king of 8;(1111) finco we know that 
" God is the abfoJllte mAfter of tlte world, and that we are 
II ~ ~ comes to pafs conb-ary to his will, I re
,. ~ my perfon. MIl dominions into the arms of his provi
II diac:e, an4 .befetcll hi. c~maI wifdom to difpofe thereof 
or ~ t:o bit good win and pleafure." See T A C K A It D, 

p,.,.. y~." M Si ... p. 218; as alfo the Jm-a'" if tin .AMH 
CHOIlI. "' .. was ~yed in tltat embaffy. ,. 
~ r,.] All aocooat of dais cm~affr' &ad of the tranCatUon. of 
.. ~ and mi~. is given by T,ACHAlLD. 
C.A~MOMT. and LA LounR.T. The relatioDs. however, of 
tho .. thor Ill! mentioned. who was .. mau ~ learning .~ 
~ •. ' defer ... , unllollb~y the frefe~. 

. to 
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to the mioafl,aria aadthejr conftituenu an 00- C I .T. 
jed: worthy ofrhe.ir ,pious zeal and gh~ly ~bi- 8~C~~~ 
cion. Andaccord1J1gly a numerous tnbe of JI- d ;';C 

fuils, Dominicans, Fran&Ycalls, and Capuchins, fet 
.aut, about the commencement of this century, 
,with a view to enlighten that immenfe region 
with the. knowledge of the Gofpe!. All thefe, 
however they differ in. other matters, agree in 
proclaiming the a{(onilhing fuccefs of their mini
flerial labours. I t is neverthelefs certain,' thac 
the principal honour of thefe religious exploita 
belongs to the J efuits, who, with a peculiar _Qe
gree of dexterity and add refs, removed theob
ftacles that were the moil: adapted to )retard the 
progref.~ of Chriftianity, among a people whole 
natural acutene[s and pride were accompanied 
with a fuperfritious attachment to the religion and 
manners of their ancefrors. Thefe artful mimo. 
naries fiudied the temper, charaCter, tafre, incli
nations) and prejudices of the· Chinefe with in
credible attention j and perceiving that their na
tural fagacity was attended with aD ardent defice 
of improvement in knowledge, and that they 
took the h igheft pleafure in the ftudy of the arts 
and fciences, and more efpecially in the mathe
maries, they loft no occafion of fending for {uch 
members of their Order as, befides their kn~
ledge of mankind, and prudence in tranfading 
bufinefs, were alfo mafters of the different 
branches of learning I and philofophy. Some of 
there learned J efuits acquired, in a very. 610rt 
(pace of time, fuch a high degree of credit and 
influence by their fagacity and eloquence,. the 
infinuating fweetnefs and facility 0£, their man
ners, ~ their furp.-izing dexterity and ficill in all 
kinds of tranfatlions and UfaifS, that. they Wl)e 

at length ;to dae komedgc of [he emperor, vicre 
loaded b'l1im witla the: moll honourable matt. 
Ot diIlinCtiOJJ,. were employed ~ 'he moftfe-

. C f. eroc 
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C ! .N T. eretand important deliberations amf affairs of the 
s.~:~Ii. cabinet. Under the aufpiciollS proteCtion of fuch 
-_ ... ' - pQwerful patrons, the other miffionaries, though 

of a lower rank and of inferior talents, were deli
vered from all apprehenfion of danger in the ex
ercife of their mini{hy, and thus encouraged to 
exert themfelves with fpirit, vigour, and perf eve
rance, in the propagatio~ of the Gofpel, in all the 

Tho pro
In{,of 
Chriltiani!1 
ill China. 

provinces of that mighty empire. 
x. This promifing afpet1 of things was cloud

ed for fome time, when XUN-CHI, the firft Chi
nefe emperor of the Mogol race, died, and left a 
fon under age as his only heir. The grandees 
of the empire, to whofe tuition and care this 
young prince was committed, had long enter
tained an averfion to Chriftianity, and only fought 
for a convenient oecalion of venting their rage 
againft it. This occafton was now offered and 
greedily· embraced. The guardians of the young 
prince .abufed his power to execute their vindic
tive purpofes, and, after uftng their utmoft efforts 
to -extirpate Chriftianity whl!rever it was profef
fed, they perfecuted its patrons, more efpecially 
the J efuits, with great bitternefs, deprived rhem 
of'all the honours and advantages they had en
jO}1ed, and treated them with the utmoft barbarity 
and injllftice. JOHN ADAM SCHAAL, their chief, 
whofe advanced age and extenfive knowledge, to
gether with the honourable place he held at 
courr~ feemed to demand fome marks of exemp
tioA from the calamities that purfued his brethren, 
was· thtown into prifon, and condemned to death, 
,while thepdler miffionaries were fent into exile. 
Thefe difmll.·.kenes of perfecution were exhibited 
H:Hhe year I 664; but, about five. years after this 
PDmy ~riod, when KANG-HI affumed the reins 
Of· SO"trnment, a. new face of things appeared. 
a'kt Cnriftian . caufe, and the labours of Its mini
fliers, -»ot only refumed their focmer credi~ and 

vIgour. 



vigour, but, inprocefs of tlme, gained ground, C"iE~H'?;' 
and received [uch diftingui~ed ma~ks of protee- s~~. 
tion from the throne, that the J efUlts ufually dltte '." 
from this period the commencement of the gol." 
den age of Chriftianity in China. The new em-
peror, whofe noble and generous fpirit [s] was 
equal to the uncommon extent of his genius, and 
to his ardent -curiolity ·in the invef.tigation of 
truth, began his reign by recalling the J efuits to 
his court, and reftoring them to the credit and 
influence which they had formerly enjoyed. But 
h is generality and munificence did not ftop here; 
for he fent to Europe for a ftill greater number of 
the members of that Order, fuch pf them parti-
cularly as were eminent for their tkill in the arts 
and fciences. Some of thefe he placed in the 
higheft offices of the ftate, and employed in civil 
neg')ciations and tranfaCtions of the grt:ateftim-
portance. Others he chafe for his private friends 
and counfellors, who were to affiQ him with their 
advice in various matters, and to direCt his phi-
lofophic:al and mathematical Qudies. !I'rhefe pri-
vate f!iends and counfellors were prin,cipaJly cho-
fen from among the French Jefuits. Thus rhe 
Order was railed, in a little rime, [0 the very, 
fum mit of favour, and clothed with a degree of 
authority and luftre to which it had not hitherto 
attained. In fuch a flate of things, ic is but na-
tural to conclude, that the Chriftian religion 
would noc want powerful parrons, nor its 
preachers be left deftitute aT!d unfupported. And, 

[s 1 See J 0 A C H. Bo u V II T I /co" Rtgia Mon_t;j"" Sillarum. 
~ranlIated into Latin by the famous LB I B I'I/Tz ... n:d pubJilbed 
In the y. ear J699. in the fecond part of hi$ N,wijJi(114 SillieR. " 
See alk> Du HA LDE'S DefiriptiDIl de laChine, and the L4Ifres 
E.dijilVlttl. &c. in which the JeCuits give an account '(If the fue. 
cds of ~.nUBiOils. In tbefe pJ'Odpaiolll, the virtue. and 
talenu of thif'~Ml'Qr. wfljth feem indeeiil ttl be lIJIivenaUy 
ack~wledge~. ~Aefc;ribed aa4 ~with~ pcc:aIiar en.. 
tomuun •• 

accordingly 



c:: E .W tI. atCordingt, a multi~ of fpiritual tabourer! 
.• ~~'!: t. (rom a1lparts of EIW'P.' repaired to Chin, aU,:,~d 

• ) • 1 by the profpe& of a nch, abundant, and glorious 
harveft. And, indeed, the fuccefs of their mi
niftry (eemed ~o anfwer fully the extent of their 
ftpeCl:ations; finee it is well known that, with 
very little pains, and ftill lefs oppofition, they 
made· a prodigious number of converts to the 
profeffion of the Gofpel. The triumph of Chrif
danity feemed to be complete, when, in the year 
1692, th~ emperor, from an exceffive attachment 
to the Jefuits, iffued out that remarkable edifr, 
by which he declared, that the Chriftian religion 
was in no wife detrimental to the fafety or inte
refts of the monarchy,· as its enemies pretended, 
and by which alfo he granted to a1\ his fubjeCts an 
entire freedom of confcience, and a full permif
fwn to embrace the Gofpel. This triumph 
was frill further confirmed, when the fame prince. 
in the year 1700, ordered a magnificent church 
ta be -built for the J efuits within th~ precinCts of 
the imperiat palace [I].) : 

The J.ruitl XI. This furprifing fuccefs of· tne Chriftian 
•• cured of fc d b dJ . h . 
fraudulel!t cau e was un ou te y owmg to t e dextenty 
".a.iPCI. and perfeverance of the Jefuits, as even the great-

eft enemies of that artful Order are obliged to 
acknowledge. But it is quite another queftion. 



whether this . fucccfs was.D.bWned by methods C :J N:,'~ 
agreeable to t,he diaates of reafon and confci~nce, I::;~ fi 
and confiftenc with the dignity and genius of tbe" .. 
Chriftian religion? This latter point has Qeen 
long debated, with great animoliry and vehe-
mence, on both fides I ana the contention is not 
yet ended. The .adverfaries of the Jcfuits, whofe 
Dppofition is as keen as their numbers arc formid-
able, and more cfpecially the J anfenifts and 
Dominicans, affert boldly, that the fuccefs above 
mentioned was obtained by the moft odious 
frauds, nay, even in many cafes, by the moft de-
teftable crimes. They charge the J efuits with 
having given a falfe expoficion and a fpudous 
account of the ancient religion of the Chinefe. 
and with having endeavoured to perfuade the 
emperor and the Chinefe nobility, that the pri-. 
mitive theology of their nation, and the doctrine 
of their great inftruaor and philofopher CONFU-

CIUS, differed almoft in nothing from the dodrine 
of the Gofpel. They are further charged with 
having invented a variety of hiftorical 'fidions, in 
order to perfuade the Chinefe (who are, vehe-
mently attached to whatever cames the air of & 

remote antiquity), that JESUS CHRIST had been 
known and. worfuipped in their nati~n many agtl 
ago; and thefe fiaions are fuppofed to have pre-
judiced the emperor in favour of Chriftianity, 
and to have engaged certaIn . grandees ?f the king. 
dom not only to grant . thelr protethon and fa-
vour to the Jefuits, but eyen to become members 
of their fociety. N or do the accufations brought 
againft the difciple$ of LovoLAend here; for 
they are faid to have entirely loft flgbt of aU the 
d~ti~s and obligations that ~,incufl'\bent ~. the 
munfters OfCHllIST, and tbe'litralds of a Cplntull, 
k.ingd~ by Dot only acceptiug of ,'worldly h0-
nour,!; aDd. places of civil authority aod power, 
but even aloiJipa after them with· aU the 81dor 

C-0') C +' -of 
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of an' infatiable ambition~' by boafting, wid\ an 
arrogant vanity, 'of the proteaion and munificence 
of. the ,emperor, by deferting the fimplicity of a 
frugal and humqle appearance, and indulging 
themfelves in all circlImft-ances of external pomp 
and fplendor, fuch as coft-ly garments, numerous 
retinues, luxuriolls tables, and magnificent houfes. 
TiC) all which it is added, that they employed 
much more zeal and indulhy in the advance
ment. of human fcience, efpecially the mathema~ 
tics, than in promoting Chrifiian knowledge and 
virtue; and that they even went fo far as to 
meddle in military matters, and to concern them
felv,es both perfonally and by their cOllnfds in 
the bloody fcenes of war. While thefe heavy 
crimes are laid to the charge of thofe J efllits, 
who, by their capacity and talents, had been 
raifed to a high degree of credit in the empire, 
the more oblCure members of that fame Order, 
who were appointed more immediately to inilrllct 
the Chin'efe in the truths of the Gofpel, are far 
from being confidered as blamelefs. They are 
accufed of fpending in the praCtice of urury, and 
1n various kinds of traffic, the precious moments 
which ought to have been confecrated to the 
funCtions of their minifhy, and of ufing low and 
difhonourable methods of advancing their for
tunes, and infinuating themfelves into the favour 
of the multitude. The J efuits acknowledge, that 
a part of thelt: accufations are founded upon faas i 
but they give a fpeciQus colour to thofe facts, 
andufe all their artifice and eloquence to juftify 
what they cannot deny. Other articles of thde 
complaints they treat as grollndlefs, and as the 
fiaions of calU:1ttny, that are invented with no 
other de!ign than i ~ caft a reproach upon their 
Order. An impartial inquirer inco thde matters 
will" perhaps find, that if, in feveral points, the 
Jefuitsdc:fend themfc:lves in a very ¥(eak and un ... " 

fatisfa~or~ 



fatisfaCtory manner, there are others, in whicll C E N T~ 
their mifcondutl: feerns to have been exaggerated s~:;~~~ 
by envy and prejudice in the complaints of their ,~, 
adverfaries. . 

~II. The wan~ acc~fatio.n t~at. is brought ~f~h"::::: 
agatnft the J efUits In Chzna, IS this. That they cipal ~n.rp 
make an impiou~ .mixture of 1.ig!lt and dar.knefs) ~~~::~~:
of Chinefe fuperftltlon al!d Chnfban truth, 10 or- jeeuitt. 

dt;r to triumph with the greater fpeed and facility 
over the prejudices of that people againft the 
doCtrine of the Gofpel; and that they allow their 
converrs to retain the profane cuftoms and the 
obfurd rites of their Pagan anceHors. RIccr, 
who W:lS the founder of the Chri£lian Church in 
that famolls monarchy, declared it as h~ opinion, 
that the greaten: part of thofe rices, which the 
Chine!i:: are obliged by the laws of their country 
to perform, might b~ innocently obferved by the 
new converts. To render this opinion lefs fuock-
ing, he fupported and explained it upon the fol-
lowing principle: that thefe rites were of a ci'l)il 
and not of a jacred nature; that they were invent-
ed from views of policy, and not for any purpofes 
of religion; and that none but the very dregs pf 
the populace in China, conGdered them ill any 
other light [u].. This opinion was not only re-
jetted by the Dominicans and Francifcans, who 
were affociated with the J efuits in this impor.tanc 
miffion, but allO by fome even of the moft learn-
ed J efuits bach in China and 1apan, and particu_ 
larly by NICHOLAS LOMBARD, who publilhed a 
memorial, containing the reafons l v] upon which 

.. (u] See MAMMACHII Origin. ef ./!ntifuit. ~brijli4n. totn. 
11. p. 373. 

['V] See eH R.. KOR T HoLT I Pr.ef4tiDad Yoknm, II. EpijJoJsf" 
/.pibnitia,·, § vi. p. 18. who haslikewife fubjoinecJ to this work 
the piecescompofed againftthe Jefuits by LO.tIlAIlD and AN'
THONY DI! S.MARIA,.witb theremarksofLEIBNlTZ. There 
h alfc infUted in thili colleaion (p. 'P3') an ample diff'erta
tion.oo the ~hipefe phi1ofophy, drawn. up by L£'BN~nA whQ 
ilead~ the~eir. the ~au(~ of the Jefui~~. 

his 



c i N"T. hiadiffent. 'was founded. This conteft, which 
Sl!~~~ •. , was long carried en· in a priv~te manner, Wai 

." brought, by the Dominicans, before the tribunal 
of the pontif, in the year 1'645, and from that pe~ 
nod continued to produce great divifions, com~ 
motions, and caballing, in (he church of Rome. 
INNOCENT X. in the year now mentioned, pro
nounced in favour of th~ Dominicans, and highly 
condemned the indulgence which the Jefuits had 
fuewn to, the Chinefe fl.lperftitions. Bur, about 
ele'ven years after, 'this fentence, though not for
mally reverfed, was neverthelefs virtually annull
ed by ALEXANDER VII. at the inftigatiQll of the 
Jefuits, who perfuaded that pontiff [0 allow the 
Chinef~ converts the liberty of performing feve
ra~ of the rites to which they, had been ac
cuftomed, and for which they difcovered a 
peculiar .fondnefs. This, however, did not hin
der the Dominicans from renewing their com. 
plaints in the year 166 I i and again, in 1674, 
under'the pontificate of INNOCENT XI.. though 
the power and credit of the J efuits feemed 
to triumph over all their remonlhances. This 
fatal difptlte, which had been fufpendl:"d for feve
rat years in China, broke out there again, in the 
year 168.1-> with greater violence taan ever; and 
then the victory teemed to incline to the fide of 
the Dominicans, in confequence of a decifion 
pronounced 1n the year 16QJ, by CHARLES MAI
GROT, a doctor of the Sorbonne, who acted as the 
delegate or vicar of the Roman ponti£, in the pro
vince of Foldm, and who was afterwards confe
crated titular biihop of Conon. This ecclefiaftic, 
by a public edict, declared the opinions and prac .. 
tiees of the J efuits, in relation to the affairs of the 
Cbinefe mition, abfolutely inconfiftent with the 
'pur~y aJ¥l fimplicity of the Chriftiall ,r, elig;on._ 
But the pope, to whofe fupreme oogtUzance and 
~ M~1G.ROT had fubmitted this important 

edict. 
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edict, retufed to' come to a dererttlination on ei
ther fide, before the matter in debate had been 
carefully examined, and the reafons of the con
tffiding parties weighed with the utmoft atten
tion; and therefore, in the year 1699, he ap
pointed a congregation of chofen doCtors to exa
mine and clecicie this tedious controverfy. This 
rrfolution of the Roman pontif was no fooner 
made public, than all the enemies of the J efuits, 
in all quarters of the, .church of RON/e, and more 
rfj:iecially thole \\iho wi!1Jed ill to thc_ Order in 
France, came forth, with their complaints, their 
accufations, and invectives; and loaded the trant: 
acl:ions and replltation of the whole fociety with 
rhe moil: bitter reproaches [w J. The J efuits, on 
the .other hand, were neither filem nor inactive.' 
They attacked their advcrf:lries with vigour, and 
defended theillfelves with dexterity and Ipirit [x]. 
-But the conclullon of this critical and momen
tOtlS conteil: belongs to the hiftory of the follow
Ing century. 

ttI ['TV J Sec the Le!tI"''< de AfrjJiCllrJ de! MijJi{)l1i Elraltttru au 
Pape. jill' les Ido/atri::s ct ies Sup"jtifions Chi/wijes ·-Re'Vactrfiol1 de 
PAI,p)""!;a!;o" dWl/t'e ell 1787, PCII" AI. Eri/acicr, SUpt' rieur des 
Ahj/'NJ }:;li'a1lgon, au L;·1)re de fa D'!I~I:/i' dts rtolN;caux [,hre/ielJ! 
ft des 1i1ijjiol1111rcs dc la C/'·illr.-De",x Let/res d'lot DoiltJlr dl 
I' Ort,'r.: de SI, DOlllill{11/( au R. 1'. 1Jn::" Pro,villcial des Je/"ill, 

/iJr i," Ceremonits tie la el)/lif. Thef.: traCts are all printed to
geth~r in one volume I z Q, without any (bte, or name of the 
piacc ".,.here publilhcd, though the treatifcs themfelvcs arc aU 
d:ltcJ 1700: N. 

[x] Du HALDE, Drfirif'litin dn la eM,It, tom. iii. p: J4-z. 
-See the enumeration of other writers on the fame {ubjett, 
given by FA B R 1 Cl \J s, in his Lux Evangelii toti Or6i exorif1lJ, 
cap. xxxix. p. 665 .-See alii> VOl.T A I U:, Siccle it, Louis Xl V., 
tom. ii. p. 318. -But the molt ingenious patTorl of the J cfuits,. 
on this occaiion was Father DANIEL, himfelf:J member pf 
tltat fitmoU$ order: fee his Hijloire 4poltglIti1l1t' tit' la Com/ail': 
,Its 'Jif¥#tI fk 14 Cbil1e, iq. the ~d vo1!ame af his O,ufiuln. 
p! l, 
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C E N T. XIII. If, in confidtring this controverfy, which 
8!::~' I., employed the ableft pens of the Romifh church • 
. " we confine our attention to the merits of the 
~~ (udbJ;.a caufe (palling over what per!(mally concerns the 
,ule:e~ J cfutts, with fome other queftions of a minute 
:;';:::ebe and incidental kind), it ~ill appear. that the 
ltlfti~narie. whole dirpute turns eifentlally. upon two great 
=::~b~~at poipts; the on: relating, to the Ghincje notion of 
fOinlU the Supreme Bemg ; and the other to the nature of 

thofe honours, which that people offered to cer
tain perjons deceared. 

l'ir1l: point. As to the firft of there' poi nt5, it is to be ob-
ferved, that the Chinere call the fupreme obje& of 
their religious wor1hip TJEN and SHANG-TI. 
which, in their language, fignify the Heawns; and 
that the J efuits employ the fame terms when they 
fpeak of the true God. who is adored by the 
Chriftians. From hence it is inferred, that they 
make no fort of diftinEtion between the fupreme 
God of the Chinefe, and the infinitely perfect 
Deity of the Chriftians; or (to exprefs the fame 
thing in other words) that they imagine the Chi
nefe entertain the fame notions concerning their 
TIEN, or Hea·ven, that the Chriftians do concerning 
the God they adore. The queftion then relative 
to this firft point is properly as follows: "Do 
" the Chinefe underftand, by the denominations 
" above-mentioned, the 'ViJible and material Hea
(( vens? or are thefe terms, on the contrary, em
"played by them to rt'prefent the Lord of thife 
« Heavens, i. e. an eternal and all-perfett Being, 
Ie who prefides over ljniverfal nature, and, from 
"heaven, the immediate rt:fidence of his glory, 
« governs all things with unerring wifdom?" or, 
to exprefs this queftion in fewer words, C( Do the 
"Chinefe mean, by their TrEN, fuch a Diety as 
Cf the Chriftians adore?" This queftion the Je
fuits 3Dfwer in the affirmative. They maintain, 
that the ancient Chinefe philofophers, who had 

an 



an accurate knowledge oLebe great ptinciples of C,! It T. 

natural religion, reprefented the Supreme Being s!:':'\ 
almoft under the very fame charaCl:ers that are • 
attributed to him by Chriftians; and hence they 
not only aUow their Chinefe difciplesto employ 
the terms already mentioned, in their prayers to 
the Deity, and in their religious difcourfe, but 
even ufe "[refe terms th~mfelves, when they pro-
npunce the narhe of God in their public inlhuc-
tions, or in private converfation. The adverfa-
tics of the J efuits maintain the negative of this 
queilion, regard the 'ancient philofophy of the 
Chinefe as an impure {otlree of blafphemy anc~ 
impiety, and affirm, that it confounded the Divine 
N atllre with that of the univerle. They aITerc 
further, that the famous CONFUCIUS, whofe name 
and writings are held in fuch veneration by the 
people of China, was totally ignorant of divine 
truth, de!titute of religious principle, and traced 
the origin of all things that exifl: from an internill 
and int:vitable lIeceffity. This conteft, concernioa 
the fint po~nt that divided the Chinefc mimona~ 
ries, produced a rnultitLlde of learned djlfertations 
on the manner~, laws, and opinions of the ancient 
inhabitants of Chino, and gave rife to feveral cu-
rious ,Jifcoveries. But all thefe were infufllcient 
to ferve the chief purpo1e they were defigned to 
accomplifh, finee they were far hom giving a fa
tisfactory and clear decifion of the matter in de-
bare. It ftill remained a queftion, which were 
moft to be believed,-the Jefuits or their adver-
faries? and the impartial inquirer, after long ex
amination, thought it prudent to truft entirely to 
neither; fince jf it appeared on the one hand, 
that the TrEN~ or fupreme God of theCh.inefe, 
was much inferior, in perfeCtion and. excellence, 
to the God of the ChrH\:ians, it was l:quaUy evi-
dent, on the other, that this Chinefe Deity was 
looked upon. by his wodhi,ppers as entirely dif-

tind: 
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tina from the material iET8ER.: and theyjfib&e 
Heavens. 

XI V. As to the other great point in difpute, it 
rouft be previoully obferved, that the ancient 
laws of China oblige the Il.'ltives of that vaft re
gion to perform, annually, at a ftated time, in 
honour of their anceftors, certain rites, which 
{eem to be of a reljgiou~ nature. It is to be ob
ferved further, that it is a cuftom among the 
learned to pay likewife, at {tated times, to the 
memory of CONFUCIUS, whom the Chinefe confi
der as the oracle of all wifdom and knowledge', 
certain marks of veneration that have un
doubtedly a religious alpeCt, and that are. more
over, performed in a kind or temples ereCted to 
that great and illufhious philolopher. Hence 
then ariicth a fecond queftion, which is thus pro
poled: ~'_ Are thofe honours that the Chine(e, in 
U general, pay to the memory of their ancefi:ors, 
~'and which the learned, in particular, offer at 
" the l1wine of CONFUCIUS, of a civil or Jacrcd na
ce ture? Are they to be conGdered as religious 
" 'Offerings, or are they no more than political infli
" tulions defigned to promote fome public good ?" 
The J efuits affirm, that the ancient Chineie law
givers eftabliihed thefe rites with no other view 
than to keep the people in order, and to maintain 
the tranquillity of the flate; and that the Chinefe 
did not pay any religious wor~ip either. to the 
memory of CONFUCl\TS, or to the departed fouls 
of their ancettors, but only declared, by the per
f<mnance of certain rites, their gratitude and re
fpea [0 both, and their folemn refolution to imi
tate their virtues and follow their illuftrious ex
amples. From hence thefe mifiionaries conclude, 
that the Chinefe converts to Chriftianity might be 
permitted to perform thefe ceremonies according 
to the ancient cuftom of their country, pt'OJI:ided 
they underftood their true nature~ and· kept al-

ways 



ways ia re~r~ce the . political. :ie\ts' ~itn c i<tf'J. 
which they were mftituted, ) and . the elv.11 purp?fes h~:~!iJ, 
they' were defigned to fen·-e. Bytbts, fpeclous ... 
account of things, the conduct: of the. J c:fu its is, in 
fome meafure, juftlfied.But' Jet thisreprefenta. 
tion be true or falfe, it will flill r~main evident:, 
that, in order to render the ChI'illian caufe 
triumphant in Cbinti, forne fuch conce1lioll,? and 
accommodations as thofe of the J e1iJits feem al-
moft abfolutely neceffary; and they whO' defire 
the end, muft fubmic to the ufe of the nWJ1'lJ [y]. 
The neceflity of thefe conce.ffions arifes from this 
remarkable circumftance, that by a fole~n law, 
of ancient date, it is pofitively declared) that no 
man iliall be efleemed a good citizen, oribe look-
ed upon as qualified to hold any public office is 
the flate, who negleCl:s the obfervance of the rites 
and ceremonies now under confideration. On 
the other hand, the Dominicans, ,and the other 
adverfaries of the J efuits, maintain, that the riees 
in queftion form an important branch of the 
Chinefe religion; that the honours paid by the 
Chinefe to CONFUCIUS, and to the fouls of i1ieir 
anceftors, are not of a civil, but ef a Joeligious na., 
ture [z]; and cOJ1fequently, that all who perform 

~hef~ 

C [y J True: if the .'lUIl be not either c:riminal in thcm~ 
felves, pemic:ious in their confequences. or of futh a oAtntc all 
to defeat, in a great meafure. the benefits and alb-anlages pro
pored by the nIIi. And it is a very nice and. momentous que .. 
~lion. whether t1t.e concdJions pleaded for in behalf of t.he 
Chinefe COIIverts, by the Jefuits, are not to be 'rankea among 
the means here cbaratl:erifed. See the following note. 
". [It] The public honoutll paid to C<JN F tT C J V s twice a 

year, urea to be performed before his Hatue. ereCted in the 
great hall CJIl' temple that is dedicllted tb hismemorr. ' At 
prrimt tbey are performed before a kind of 'l" .Net. ,placed in 
the mQft confpicuojJs part of the, ediJice, with the ioUowing 
infcriptiQao: 'l"J,e 'Thl"fJ1It of the Soul of the mop Holy and tlu nltjf 
Ekrelltlll Cii'.!-;tAtbrf' Co l'1 rue 1 us. The 1itl:nJti, ,or lelrned, 
~lcbrate tbi. faDIGUs feftival in th. following manner :-The 

chief 



'J'be General fiIS1'ORV oj the Caule., 

.c E N T. thefe rites are chargeable withinfulting the rna .. 

S XVIJ. J' efty of God, to whom alone all divine worfbip is 
£CT. I. 

,. . due, and cannot be looked upon as true Chriftians. 

chief mandarir.. of the pbce excrci[es the office of priefi:, and 
the others difchargc the funCtions of deacons, rub-deacons. 
and fo on. A certain {acrifice, calied CI, which confifts of 
wine, blood, fruits, &c. is offered, after the wotlhippers have 
prepared themfelves for this c~temony by fafting and other ath 
of abllincnce and mortification. They kneel before the ill. 
fcripti011, proflrate tht body nine times b~fore it, until the he'ad 
touches the ground. repeat a great variety of prayers; after 
which the pricJl, taking in one hand a cup fllll (If ~ine, and 
in the other a like cup filled with blood, makes a {olemn liba
tion to the deccafcd, and difmitres the alrembly with a bleffing. 
The rites performed by families, in hOJlClur of their deceafd 
parents. are pretty much of the fame nature. 

Now in ordrr to know, with certainty, whether, this fell:iva1 
and thefe rites be of a ,i'lJil or reliKio,1S nature, we have only to 
inquire. whether they be the fame with thofc ceremonies that 
are performed by the Chinefe, in the worfilip tbey pay to cer
tain celcftial and terrefirial hirils or gel/ii, which worihip is 
undoubtedly of a religious kind. The learned LEIBNITZ* 
undertook to affirm, that the fervices now mentioned were not 
of the fame kind, and, confequently, ella! the Jefuits were ac
cufed unjufl:1y. But that great man docs not appear to have 
examined this matter with his ufu:!l fagacity and attention: 
for it is evident, from a multitude of relations every way worthy 
of' credit, and, particularly, from the oLfervations made on 
the Chinefe millions by that learned and candid Francifcan 
AN1'ONIO DE S.lVIARIt, t, not only that CO!llFt!CIU5 was 
worlhipped among the idols, and the alejlial llnd iernjh'ial 

./pirits of the Chine!e, but that the oblations and ceremonies. 
obferved in honour of him, were perfetl:ly the fame with thofe 
that were performed as atts of worfhiplo theic idols andJpiritJ. 
Thofe that ddire a more ~.mple account of this matter may 
conrult the following authors: BUDJEl AIII:zal. BiftDr. Phi/of. 
p. zH7. where he treats De foperflitiofi DemortNorJUII a/uti Sjntn
fit CultU.-WOLFII Not. ad Caj(;lIIholl. p. 34z.-N1c. CHAR

MOS, Annat. ad Afaigl'otl; Hijio"iam Cultlls Sinenfes.-But more 
efpecially ARNAUD, Mvrtde PratiF" des Jifuites, tom. iii. vi. 
vii. and a colleCtion of hil10rical relations, puhJiJhed at Colo:"J 
in 8vo. in the year 1700, under the following tide: Biflorilll 
en/Ius Sina!fiUNI, feu 'lJaria Scripta dc, CII/tibul Sinoru", inter 
Yirill'ws 4poji,Iicos, & P. P. S. I. ContwuerJiis. 

t Sec ,01. ii; E,l. Lnh"iflS. 
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This account' 01: matter .. · is fo' fpecioup . and pro.: C E' N '1'. 
bable, and the C01'lfequences deducible from it S XVII ....... " 

I d · i1. h h . . b't lteT._, are fo natura an . jUn, t at t e more eqUlta lie' :.... 
and impartial among the Jefuits have acknow,-
ledged the difficulties that attend the caufe they 
maintain; and taking, at length, refuge in the 
plea of neceffity, allege, that certai~ evils and in" 
conveniences may be lawfully fubmltted to, when 
they are requifite in order to the attainment of 
cxtcnfive,imporrant, and falutary purpofes. . 

XV. The minifrerial labours of the Romifh TCbh~~.te.c/£ 
• r. • II f h J_r.. rlhlatut, miffionanes, and, more elpeCla y, 0 t e t:.lUlt~ in..1.,... 

,;ere crowned in Japan with furprifing fuccefs, 
towards the commencement of this c:enturyp: and. 
made' an incredible number of converts to the 
Chrifrian religion [a J. But this pro[perous and 

iiourifhing 

o [ilJ Two peculiar circumilances contributed to facilitate 
the progn,fs of the Romifh reliGion in Jopan. The jiljl was 
the uncllaritablc feverity and cruelty of the Japanefe priells or 
["nulS towards the fick and indigent, compared with the hu.
E;:luitv, zeal, and beneficence of the miffionaries. Thefe bon;:tu 
rcprd~llted the poeI' and infirm not as objetl:s of pity, but as 
w:-etches loaded with the difpleafure of the Gods, and aban-. 
<lond to pr"fent and future milt-ry by the judgments of hea
ven; and infpired the rich with a contempt and abhorrence of 
them. The Chrill:ian religion, therefore, which declares that 
poverty and affiidions are often furer marks of the divine fa
vour than grandeur and pro[perity, and that the tranfitory 
evils which the righteous endure: here, {hall be crowned 
with cverlailing gldry ,\pd felicity hereafter, was every way 
J1ropcr to comfort this unhappy clafs ofperfons, and could not 
but meet with a moll favourable reception among them. Add to 
this, that the miffionaries were conftantly employed in provid
ing them with food, phyfic, and habitations. Aji'cond circum
fiance that was advantageous to Chriftianity (that is. to [uch a 
fonn of Chriilianity aa the Popifh miffionaries preached in 
.7apan), was a certain l·e:femblance or analogy bet~ell it and 
forne practices and fentimentll that prevailed among the Japa
nefe. Thefe: Indians look tot prefent and future.felicity only 
through the merits of XOtO Amido, and other of their Deities, 
who, after a }"dg courfe of !evere mortifications freely under
takl:n, had volQJttarily, aifo, put an end to their lives. Thf)' 
iiiuted many l1lwdlQly p¢ons whg bad been pllty of .fw.-
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C ~L T. fiourifhing . ftate of t~e ~hurch was fom~what in. 
sa CT. I. terrupted by the prejudICes that the pnefts and 

, grandees of the kingdom had conceived againft 
the new religion, prejudices which proved fatal, 
in many places, both to thofe who embraced it, 
and to thofe who taught it. The caufe of Chrifti
anity did not, however, fuffer only from the viru
lence and malignity @f its enemies; it was 
wounded in the houfe of its friends, and received, 
no doubt, fome detriment from the intefiine 
quarrels and contentions of thofe to whom the 
care of the rifmg church waG committed. For 
the fame fcenes of fraternal difcord, that had 
given fuch offence in the other Indian provinces, 
were renewed in 'Japan, where the Dominicans, 
Francifcans, and Augl!/linians were :il:t perpetual 
variance with the 'Jefuits. This variance pro. 
duced,. on both fides" the heaviefi accufations, 
and the moIl: hitter reproaches. The Jefuits 
were charged, by the miffionarics of the three 
Orders now mentioned, with inf;niabJe avarice, 
with fhewinr, an exceffive ;lndlllgence both to the 
vices and fuperflitions of the Japal1cfe, with 
.:rafty and low praCtices unworthy of the mini. 
ficrs of CHRIST, with an ambitious thirft aft~r 

cidc, cdchratrd th('i~ memories, llnd implored their intcrceffion 
3nd good offiCt,~. They ufed procdflO!13, Ihtucs, candles, and 
pcrfumrs, in their w,dhip; a~ ~:f() pr~Fr:; for the dead, and 
:anricular confdlicn; and had mon:ltioric3 foulldcd for ccrtain 
devout perfons of both [t:l\~" w)I<) lived in celib~cy, [olitudc, 
and abjbn~nc(': (0 that the Japallc[c religion wa;; no bad pre
pal<ltion fLlT Popcry. Befides thd,; two ci1"curr.R.ances, anoth.:r 
may be memio,)ed. \\hich Wto tuh from the kttel'6 of the Je
{\lita themfdvc:!, who inform m, that the maritimc pn:lCt:s of 
j.1P,71I were fo foud of this nev: commerce with the Portu
~lle[c. that they I1ml't' w'bo fhollld oblige them mo{~, and ell
eouB!3'cd the mini,maries, lef~ perhaps from a principle of 
7.cal. thnn from \':e\\"s of intereft. See VAR}:NIUS. Def:ript. 
:Japon. lib. iii. cap. vi. x. M~tbrrl U";v. HiJlory • • 01 lX. P. 
,... edit. ¥I'O. 

authority 



et"h, (J.ijerm ttISTOR V 0/ the CHUl(elf. 3J 

author\ty and domini~n, and other mifdemeanours C E Nf .. , 
of a like nature. Thefe accufations were not S EXC"~~' to 
only exhibited at the court of Rome; but were 
fpread abroad in every part of ChrifiendDm. The 
difciples of LOYOLA were by n9 means filent un-
der thefe reproaches; but, in their turn, charged 
their accufers with imprudence, ignorance of the· 
world, oblUnacy, afperity of'manners, and a dif .. 
gulling rufiicity in their way of living, adding. 
that thefe circumftances rendered their miniftry 
rather detrimental than advantageou~ to the caufe 
of Chriftianity, among a people remarkable fOT 
their penetration, generofity, and tnagllificence .. 
Such then were the contefts that arofe among the 
mifIionaries in jaJan.; and nothing but the ama,; 
zing progtefs that Chrill:ianity had already made, 
and the immenfe multitude of thofe that had em-
'braced it, could have prevented thefe contell:s 
from being fatal to its inrerefts. As the cafe 
Hood, neither the caufe of the Gofpcl, nor its nu-
1nerous profeffors, received any eifential damage 
from thde divifions; and, if no other circum~ 
f\ ;mcc had intervened to flop its progrefs, an f'X~ 
pcdient might have probably been found out; 
either to heal thefe divifions, or, at leall, to ap..; 
peare them fo far as to prevent their noxious and 
fatal confequences [b J. 
. XVI. But a new' and dreadful [ceDe of oppofi~ it. do~nf.' 

t trll1 arofe, in the year 16 IS, to blaft the hopes of ~t ~~~~:.'. 
~hnfe who wifhed well to the caufe of Chriftianity 
111 Japan. For, in that yeat, the emperor iffued 
out, againft the profelfors and miniflers of that 
divine religion, a perfecuting ediCt, which W<l$ 

~xecuted with a degree of barbarity unparalleled 
lU the annals of the Chriftian hiftory.: This 

[t] See th .. writers on this fubjea enumerated by F ABU. 

(,illS, in his ]AlJt E'lJlZJIge/U toti Orhi e«or.!lfu, p. 678. as alf<J 
CHAII.LEVOIIi, lIifiliire J~ japon, tom. ii. lin-. xi. p. 57.' 
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'3' . fbI General HisTOR. Y "the .R.CH. 

~lJ:f T. cue! perfecution raged, during tb't fpace of many 
stet: L years, with unrelenting fury, and only ended with 
--- the total atinCtion Qf Chriftianity throughout 

that mighty empire. That religion, which had 
been fulfered to make [uch a rapid and triump~ 
.ant progref!; in Japan, was at length confidered 
:u detrimental to the i.nterefrs of the monarchy, 
Inconfifient with the good of the people, deroga. 
tory from the majefty of their high prieft, whmn 
they revered as a perron defcended from the Gods, 
and, on thefe accounts, was judged unworthy not 
only of proteCtion, but even of toleration. This 
judgment was followed with the fatal Order, by 
which all foreigners, that were Chriftians, and 
morc efpecially the Spaniih and Portuguefe, were 
.commanded to depart the kingdom; and the na
tives, who had embraced the Gofpel, to renounce 
the name and doCtrine of CHRIST, on pain of 
death prefented to them in the moll dreadful 
forms. This tremendous Order was the fignal 
for the perpetration of fuch horrors as the moft 
fanguine and atrocious imagination will fcarcely
be able to conceive. Innumerable -multitudes of 
the Japanefe Chriftians 'Of each fex, and of all 
a~es, ranks, and Itatians, expired, with magna
n1mous confrancy, amidfl: the moil: dreadful 
torments, rather than apoil:atize from the faith 
they had embraced. And' here it may not be 
amifs to obferve, that buth the Jefuits and their 
adverfaries in the miffionsexpiated, in fame 
meai'ure, if I IUay fa exprefs myfelf, by the ago
nies they endured, and the fortitude with which 
they fuffered, the f~lUlts they had committed in 
the exerdfe of their miniitry. For it is well 
known, that the greatefr part of them died mag
nanimoufly for the caufe of CHRIST by the hands 
of the executioner, and that fame of tkClD evert 
expired with triumphant feelings of fatisfaCtion 
·and ,icy. 

Hiftorians 



Hiftorians are notentire1y agreedWithr refpeCl 0 1:~. 
to the r~al' ctwes of this ~rci~fs ~ecutiOll. s I~V.,. •. 't;' 
The Jefults confider It as owmg~ In part, to the ' .. , 
imprudence of the Dominicans and li'ranciicans j 
while thefe latter impute it, in a grea~ meaftu't; 
to the covetous, arrogant, and facoouS" fpirit 'of 
the J efuits [c J. Both parties accufe the EnglHh 
and Dutch of having ex.cited in the emperor: cf 
Japan a {hong prejudice againft the Spaniards, 
Portuguefe, and the Roman pontif, to the end 
that they alone might engrofs the commerce of 
that vall monarchy, and be unrivalled in their 
credit among that' powerful people. The Eng-
lith and Dutch allege, on the other hand, tha~ 
they never attempted to undermine, byanyfa]fe 
accufations, the credit of the Roman-catholics in 
that kingdom, but only deteCt-ed the perfidious 
plots the Spaniards had laid againft it. Almoft 
all the hiftorians, who have given accounts of this 
country, unanimoufly inform us, that certain let-
lers, intercepted by the Dutch, and other cir .. 
clImftances of a very ftriking and alarp1ing kind, 
had perfuaded the emperor, that the Jefuits, as 
.!lfo the other miffionaries, had formed feditious 

[c] There is a concife and fenfible account of this tediou. 
llifpute in the fixth difcoU1fe that i. fubjoined to the EDglilft 
c,;ition of KAEMPFliR'S HjJlory of Japan, § iv. p." 64-75-
But it will alfo b,' proper to fce what is (aid on the other fid,e, 
by an author, whp, in his lon~ and cireumftantial narration. 
has not omitted any incident, however minute', that tends, in 
the lean, to difculpate the Jefuita. or to procllft them .indul
gence l tliat author is CHARLIiVOIX; fe, his Hi/loire Generak 
Je JaptJTI, tom. ii, livr. xii. p. 136. The other hiftoriana that 
may be confulted. with l\tility, on this fubjea., lITe euumcrated 
by F ABUCIUS, ill his Lux E'Uangtlii loti Orb. t~ • • p. ~ 
p. 678. Add to thefe the .A8a. Stmflorwrr, tom. i. MenJ. Fe"
'·uaT. p. 7z~ where there iii not only a hiftory of the com. 
mencement and progrefs of Chrlftianity ill :l4fD.", but alfo aD 
aceU'lnt of thelivcs and martyrdom of thofe who' firft fuff~red 
(or the cawe of the Gofpel in that kig~doro. . Sec likewife 
)1.UIJIIACHIJ Orig;"'" It ArrtiquitaJ. CbrjJliA". tom.. »-po 376. 



f: B N T. defigns againft his government, and aimed at no~ 
S ~:~. 1. thing le~s than. excitiI?-g their nurltetous ~ifciplel\ 
-EM _"N" ~orebelhon, With a view to reduce the klJ~doDl 

pf 1apan under the dominion of Spain [d J. A 
Aifcovery of this nature could not but make the 
-Jno~ dreadful impreffions upon a prince naturally 
fufpicious. and cruel, fuch as .the emperor then 
Teigiliug was; and indeed fa it happened; for 
the moment he received' this information, he con
~luded, with equal precipitation and violence, that 
he could not fit fecure on his throne, while the 
fmalleft fpark of Chriftianity remained unextin
guilhed in hig dominions, or any of its profeifors 
breathed under his g(Wernlllent. It is from this 
remarkable period, that we mufl: date the fevere 
~diC1: by which all :Europeans are forbidden to 
~proach the Japanefe dominions, and in confe
quence of which all the terrors of fire and fword 
Jre employc<l.to defrroy whatever carries the re
p1ateft afpect or flladow of the ChriIl:ian doctrine, 
The only exception to this univerfal law is made 
in favour of an handful of Dutch merchants, who 
are allowed to import annually a certain quantity 
of Europeall commodities, and have a fatIory, or ra
ther a k.ind of prifon, allowed them, in one of the 
extr\!mities of the kingdom, where they are fhitl:ly 
",atched, and rigoroufly confined from all com
munication with the natives, but what is effen
tiaUy neeeilary to the ~ommerce they are permit
ted to cap")' on. 

trtttcftant " :XVII. The example of the Roman-catholic 
N:'on~ ill !tates cO\lld not" but excite a fpirit Qf pious emu

lation in Protefrant countrie~, and induce thell\ 
to ~roPII.~e a frill purer form of Chrifiianity 

, I:)' (J] 'fhe .diCcoveries made by the Dutch were againft the 
l'ort~uerel wIth whom they were then at war; to that infte~ 
pf SptIi" our author Jhould have filid Por/ligal. ,see KAi 1& ,. 

,,"n 1«. cit. all alfo the UNv.'¥r/tJJ MO(kf'll Hl1orJ. v~ ix. p. 
liS. note {11~ edJt~ 8TD~ , - . ' , 



*I'hi 'Gmerlll HIST01Y f/ tit CH:u~eH. 
'among thofe Qnhappy nations that lay groveling 
in the darkners of paganifm and idolatry. Ac
cordingly the Lutherans were, &n feveral acca. 
fIons, folicited by perfODS of eminent merit and 
Tank:. in theiT communion, to embark in this 
pious .and ,generous undertaking. JUSTINIAN 

ERNEST, baTon of WELLS, ditlinguifhed himfelf 
by the zealous appearance he made in this good 
caufe, haying formed the plan of a fQdety that 
was to be intrufted with the propagation of 'the 
Gofpel in foreign parts, and that was to bear the 
name of JESUS, the divine' founder of the religion 
they were to promote [e]. But feveral circum.. 
fiances concurred to prevent the execlltion of this 
pious defign, among which we may reckon, prin. 
cipally, the peculiar fituation of the Lutheran 
princes, of whom very few have either territories, 
forts, or fettlements beyond the limits of Euro~~ 

This was by no means the ~afe with the princei. 
and flates who profeffed the Reformed .religion. 
The Englifh and Dutch, more efpeciaIly, whofe 
{hips covered the ocean, and failed to the moft 
diHant corners of the globe, and whl), moreover, 
in this c~ntury, had fent colonies to Ajia, A/rica, 
and America, had abundant opportunities of 
fpreading abroad the knowledge of Chriftianity 
among the unenlightened nations. Nor were thefe 
opportunities entirely negleaed, or mifimproved, 
notwithilanding the reports that have generally 
prevailed, of their being much more zealous in 
engroffing the riches of the Indians than in bring
ing about their converf~n; though it may, per. 
haps, be granted, that neither of thefe nation I 
exerted themfelves, to the extent of their power, 
in this falutary underta~g., In the year 1647, 

ft'] See MOLLElll Cimbria Lilertlill,tom.iii. p. 75. 1I,1dfb 
1\ Cennal'l won of the ~l1\ed AUOLD. ~ntitled, K".JJn. rm.J 
KdZtr H!florie, part I I., book xvii. Co' ~v.' § 23' P. 1066. p.1It 
lIL, l:afI • .IV. §HiI. F' ISO. . 
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,C E N T. the propagatian of the Gofpel in foreign parts 
sf:.r~· L was committed, by an aD: of the Englifh parlia

ment, to the care and infpeClion of a iaciety coni
pored bf perfons of eminent rank -and merit. 
The civil wars tl1at enfued fufpended the execu
tion of the plans that were laid for carrling on 
this falutary work. In the year 166 I, under t.he 
reign of CHARLES II., the work was refumed, and 
the fociety re-cltablilhed. In the year 170 I, thi:o 
retpefuble fociety received lingular marks of 
protl.!crion and favour from King \VILLIAM III., 
who enriched it with new donations and privi. 
leges [fJ. Since that period, even to the pre
fent time, it has been diflinguifhed by ample 
marks of the munificence of the kings of Eng. 
land, and or the liberality of perfons of all ranks and 
orders, and has been, and continues to be, emi. 
nently ufeful in facilitating the means of infiruc
tion to the nations that lie in Pagan darknefs, and 
more efpecially to the Americans. Nor are the 
laudable efforts of the United Provinces, in the 
advancem::nt and propagation of Chrifiian know~ 
ledge, to be pailed over in filence ~ fince they 
aHa are iaiJ to have converted to the Gofpel a 
prodigious number of Indians, in the iflands· of 
Ceylon and Formo(a, the coafts of }.tlalabar, and 
other Afiatic fett1ements, which they either had 
acquired by their own indufiry, or obtained by 
conqueft from the Portuguefe [g J. Some hil~ 
torians, perhaps, may have exaggerated, in their 
relations, th~ ~umbers of profelytes made by 
the Dutch; It IS neverthelefs man certain, that 
as foon as that nation had flot a fufficient foot. 
ing in the Eqjl-Indifs, they bud with wifdom, and 

(fJ See' fIUMPHU.r,,'~ ACCOllllf of ihe Propagation of Ih~ 
,(;pj~ ItJ Forejgn P.n-ts.· . '.\ 

z] See Ep}fl· tie ~1II:&if/u E'Van~e[jj aplld l~dol Orimlalu ad 
;Jo QrI~ LeujdeT/lIJm fer",.., II UllraJcfl. 1699, m 8vo. edilas. 

~xecute<l 



'Fhe Geffera/ HlSTO.ll.Y rfthe·.cfUtJl~ .11 
exec • .-t a great expence,'vario~s rca~ rOf' c~" 
infiruain.g the natives of ~hofe d~ant, ~e&i()h& ip S'LC"t~~ 
the docrrmes of the Gofpel [h}.' ..; 

X VIII. The inward parts Of Africa retM.in lHIl T~eAflica. 
. " tlllffiOll$. 

in the darknefs of Paganifm, as th~y ~Vt; ~n 
llitherto inacceflible to the moll adveliturou,a of . 
the Europeans. ·But in the maritimeprOvil1(:d 
of that great peninJula, • and moree1Pec~ny .ill 
thofe where the Portuguefe have their;1ettlemenu, 
there are feveral difirids in which the reljgioll.of 
Rome has prevailed over the ravage ·fuperftiti9na 
of that barbarous region. It is, nevertlleleIi: .IU;"", 
know !edged, by the - more ingen~us hiitonans, 
even an1.Qlllg the ROJ~l~n Cathotic.si w.ho Pfl,ve ginA 
accounrs of the Afncan ct>lonxes, .. that, oft~ 
profelytes ma.de there to the Go[pel, a ~ry fmall 
number defen'e the denomil\8.tion of Chriftialls; 
fince the greaten part of 'them ret~n .the abomi-
nable fuperIl:itions of their ancefior~. an£! the very 
beft among them difhonour their profeffionby 
'Various praCtices of a JTIoft vicious and corrupt 
nature. Any progrefs that Chriftianity made in 
thefe parts niuH: be chiefly attributed to the ~l-
ous labours of the Capuchin miJIionaries,wholJ 

in this century, ''-uffered the moft dreadful hard-
fhips and difcouragements in their atterapb to 
bring the fierl'!e and favage Africans under the 
ChriHian yoke; thefcflttempts fuc~de4 fo far, 
as to gain over to the profeilion of the Gofpel the 
kings of B.:nin ahd Awerri [i], and alfo to engage 
the cruel and intrepid ANNA ZlNGHA, queen,,-of 
Me-tamba, and all her fubjeCts, to embrace~ in' PIe 

[h] Sec BRAU'ti's rerltatlt Religion des HO!"Uldois, ~ 1t. 
267. &c. Tbis rna'ifi. which was puhIi{hcd, at '.A"!/7erd4m 
in the year 1625. was ddip:ned, as an a\lfwe~ tQ a malignant 
liLd of one STov,f' entitled La Rc!.'giw iIU.lIolla,uJoU, In 
which that writer propof(d to perflllUie thl"·*orld th2t 'b 
J) L1tck had alrnoft no religion at all. 

~iJ Called by f~ o.wrtIe. 
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year 1652, the Chriftian'faith [kJ. The african 
miffionli were allotted to this auftere Order by 
the court of Rome, and by the fociety de propa
garldd :foie, for wife reafons; fince none were fo 
proper to undertake an cllterprife attended with 
fuch dreadful hardfhips, difficulties, and perils, as 
a fet of men whofe monaftic inftitute had render
ed familiar to them the ·fevereft acts of mortifica
t,;on, abftinence, and penance, and thus prepar
ed them for the bittereft [cenes of trial and ad
verlity. The Capuchi1l! alfo feem to have been 
alone honollred with this facred, but arduolls 
commiffion; nor does it appear that the other 
Orders beheld, With the fmaIldl: fentiI1Rnt of eu
vy, their dear-bought glory. 

XIX. The extenfive continent of America 
[warms with colonies from Spllin, Portugal, and 
France [I], alLwhich profefs the Chriftian religion, 

t:::T [lJ For a more ampl!" ac(,ount of this ~t'en, and her con
verflOn, Dr. Mos H ElM rc[ct ~ th<;., reader ( in hIs note [r ] ) to U It
BAN CERlU'S L'idt Prtftnt de /' Eglifo Romaiuf, p. 222. and to 

the third and f(Jurth volumes of FathlT Ll\!"~T'S Relation 
Hi/lori'1!l~ de I' Afriq!J~ Orcirlmtl//'" in tIl" fonnn of which he 
tells us, there iRa r'rench tranfiation of ANT. GAVAZZI'S ac. 
count of Ajrim. All thef!! citatiuns ari' inaccuralt', CERRI 

makes no mention of ZINGHA, nor of METAMIIA; nur are 
they mentionerl by LABAT, in any Of the fjye volume. 
m bis HiflM'ira! RAfTtllm, here quoted; no' is CAVAzzi's ac .. 
~otUlt tran(Jated in that work.--ln general it may UC obferwd. 
that the millions in Ajric'1 were greatly ncgletled by the Por
tuguefe. and that the few miffionaries f~nt thither Were men 
.abColqtely void of learning, and dcllitute a1moft of every qua
lification that, was ne.::effary to the carrying on ruch an import
ant u."IdcrtaklOg. See LABAT'S Preface to his R~lalion HiJlo. 
ri'l.lU de I' Afi:ique OcciJenhUe I ~8 alfo the Modern UI,i'Verfol 
Biflo,.,. vol. XIV. p. 10, II. edit. 8vo. " 

r I] See the authors mentioned by F UIUCIU s, in his Lux 
$'ll(lngelii Orbelfl Terrarum col/'d/rans, cap. xlviii. xlix. p. 7cfj. 
-There is Ii curfory account of the ftate of tile Romifh reli. 
aion, in that Rart of. Ame;ica which is pofi"dI'ed by the Euro
pean Roman -CatholiCS,. In Uk84N Cu.al" Etat Prifcnl de 
r Eglift Romaine, p. 245'. 

. 6 . ~ 
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as it has been disfigured by the church of Rome. 
But it is ~bundantly known~ that thefe colonifts~ 
more efpecially the Spaniards and Partugueje, are 
the mofl: worthlt::fs and profligate fet of men that 
bear the Chriflian name; and this faa is confirm
ed by the tcfiimonies of feveral Roman-Catholic 
writers of great merit and authoTity~ who camiot 
be furpeCted of partialit), in this matter. Nay, 
the clergy themfeh'es are not excepted in this ge
neral condemnation; but, as we learn from the 
fame credible tefiimonies, furpafs even the idola
trous natives in the ridiculous rites which they 
perform in the worfhip of God, as well as in the 
licentioufnef9 of their manners, and $e enormi. 
ty of the crimes they commit without reluClance. 
Thofe of the ancieut"inhabitants of America, who 
either have fubmitted to the European yoke, or 
live ncar their (nlonies, have imbibed fome faint 
knowledge of the Romifh religion from the Je
fuits, Fnmcifcam, and other ecclefiafiics; but 
thefe feeble rays of infiruClion are totally clouded 
by the gloomy {ub"f,"cH:ions of their native [uper
ililion, and the corrupt illfiutnce of their barba
rous cuitoms and manners. As to thofe Indians 
who live more remote from the European fettle
ments, and wander ahout in the woods without 
any fixed habitation, they are ablo1utely incapable 
either of receiving or retaining any adequate no. 
tions of the Chriflian dot-trine, unlefs they be pre
vioufiy rccIaimtd from that vagrant manner of 
life, and·civilized by an intercourfe with perrons, 
.vhofe humane and infinuating manners are adapt
ed to attract their love, and excite their imi
tation. This the Jefuits, and other ecclefiaftic& 
of diffe.rent Orders in the church of Rome, whl) 
have been fent in later times to convert thde 
~'anderini' uvagci, have found by a ronJtant and 

. ' uniform 
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C F. N T. uniform experience em]. Hence the former ha,"e, 
XVII. erected cities, and founded civil focieties, ce-

SteT. I. 'k h E ___ mented by goverriment and laws, II e t e uro· 
pean .!tates, in fcveral Indian provinces both in 
South and North America; and it is on this ac· 
count that they difcharge the double funttions of 
magiflrates and doctors among thefe their new 
fubjeas and difciples, .whofe morals and fenti. 
ments, it is faid, they endeavour to prc[erve pure 
and uncorrupted, by permitting few or no Eut:o
peans to approach them [n J. Thefe arduous and 
difficult attempts have furnifhed to the difciples 
of LOVOLA ample matter of boaRing, and a lucky 
occafion of extolling the zeal, the dexterity, and 
induflry of their Order. But it has appeared, 
f10m relations worthy of credit, that thefe exploits 
of the JefuitR, in the internal and more inaccef
fible pro:vinces of America, are not fa much car
ried on with a view to the propagation of ChriHi
anity, as with an intention to gratify their own 
infatiable avarice and boundlefs ambition. And, 
accordingly, they arc reported to fend yearly to 
the members of their Order, in Europ", immenfe 
quantities of gold, drawn from feveral American 
provinces ·where they have power and property, 
but chiefly from Paraguay, which belongs to them 
alone [oj. 

Ix. The 

[mJ A great variety of faEis are ~d • a pmof of thi., in 
the L"iltrs ill which the French Jefuits gave the. friends in 
EIlr0p4 au account of thl' fucccfs and fruits of their million. 
Ilnd which are reb,ularly publifhed at Paris • 
. 0 [n] That this w~ by nn means the only. nor even the 
princlpill rCaWn of cllttill~ ofr all communication between the 
Indians and Europeans, w1l1 appear evident from the contents 
ofthe followipg note: . 

{oJ ~hi1e Father LAlIAT was. at R01'Itt, ~atherTAMBt1It1N', 
. at that time general. of the Jt:fu:ts, alked hIm feveral queftiollll 
relating tD the progrcfs of Cbriflianity in Arnenra; to which, 
with equal courage and can80ur,. he gave immediately this 

general 
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XX. The cau[e of Chriftianity was promoted 
with more wifdom, and confequently with better 
fuccefs, in thofe parts of America where the }~ng. 
lith formed fettlements during this <:entury ; , and, 

though 

general anfwer: "that the Gofpel' had made little or no real 
I' progrefs in that country; that he had Dever rnd with one 
I'. adult perron among the Americans who could be cileemed a 
,I true profdyte to Chrifiianity; and that the mifiionarics 
" could fcarcd), pretend to any other exploits (of a jpi,.;tual 
" li1ld) than their having baptized fome children at the point 
., of death"'." He added, at the fame time, "that, in order 
" to make the Americans Cb'i/!ians, it w:!; previouDy need. 
" fal-V to make them TIIm." 1 his bold Dominican, who had 
been ltimfdf a miffionary in the American i{]and~ had a great 
mi nd to giveT AM BUR I N I fome feafollable advice concerning 
the immenfe wealih and authority that the Jefuits had aC'1ui1'. 
t"d in thde p:lrts of the world; bllt the cunning old man e1ud. 
ed artfully this part of th,~ convcrfatioll, and turned it upon 
anothn litbjc<'l. LABAT g-aw, upun ullother oc-calion, a iiill 
g'rcater proof of Ilis ulllbuntcG fpirit ar."l preft'ncc of mind; 
for when, in a,t audience grantl'd him by CU:MENT XI:', that 
puntif praifed, in pompolls terms, tllt' inullihy ;lIld 7.eal of 
tbe Portugude :mel Spallifh miflionarin ia pwmoting the fal. 
,·~tioll of the AmlTicans, aad rq;roadlL'd the t'rcHch with ill· 
:!ttivity and indiffcrence in a matter of fuch high irn;Jortance. 
onf rt'fol~ltc Dominican told him plainly, "that the Spaniards 
II and Portugucfe boailed of the fuccefs of their labours with
" out any fort of foundation; fmcc it w~s well known, that • 
.. inlicad of con~lCrts, they had only made hypocrilt"S, all their 
" difciplcs among the Indians h"vi~g be':ll forced. by the 
" dread of punill.ment and the tnrors of (kath, to embrace 
" ChriH,ianity;" adding morcoycr, "that fueh as had receiv· 
" ed baptifm continued as open ,PIc! eg,'c;.;iOllS idolators as 
" they had been before their profdlion of Ckiilianity t." To 
this account we might add the relations of a whole cloud of 
witndles, whofe teihmonies are t'very v,'ay worthy of credit, 
and who declare unauimou{Jy the fAme thing. See, amCng 
other", a remarkablt: piece, entitled. ffilrmojr~ touchon: 
/' EtaUjjfemmt co'!ftderabll! tfa Perts Jefuitrs dans lu I"Jes 
d' Ejpa,.\'lIe, which i, fubjoined to FRHIU!S Relation du Poyag6 
de ta MN" du Sud, p. 577. See alfo Vo.vage au¥ Indel Otcidnl
tokl, par FIlAIIC. COREAL, tom. ii. p. 67.43. and MAMMA

CHIUS, Orig. et Antiq"it. Chriftiarr. tom. ii. p. 337. There 
• See LAlIAT, ""yal' en EIlog .. ."," 1I~/i" tolll. 1'iii. Pi 1. 
t lol. ib. lVIII. viii. p. u. 
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though it had the greaten: ignorance, ftupiditYl 
and indolence to conquer, made, in a little time, 
a confiderable progrefs. The Englifh Indepen. 
dents, who retired to America all account of their 

dilTention 

ill a particular account of the Jefuits of Para,'(utly given hy 
DON ULLOA, in his Voyage d'.Amerique, tom. I. p. 540; but 
this account is partial in their favour. They are alfo zealouny 
and artfully defended in an account of the miHion of Paraguay, 
publillted by MURA'roRl in the ye~r 1743. IT Whcn Dr. 
Mos H EI M wrote this note, the important difcovery t!.;\t placed 
the ambitious, defpotic, and rebellious proceedings of the Je
fuits in Paraguay in the plaincll and molt Itriking lig:ht, lweI 
not 11<.'<."11 yet made. The book of h1ui.,I,TORl, which w:\s 
publiilicd at Vmia in the year Ji43, and rcpublilhed in a 
Jircoch tranl1ation at Pari, in I 7 5'~ "', dect:ive::d, for fmnt' tim<:, 
tht! Gvcr<reduloug, nay, induced even the cnemi~s of the Je
fuitll to fufpett that their cunduct at Part1Slloy was l!'l\ io crimi
nal as it hau been reprefented. So that, Ilotwithibn<iillg the 
accuf .. tions ,that had been brought agaiuJl thefe m;Hionaries 
by the writers mentioned by Dr. MOSHEIM; Iwtwit!dbnding 
a memoriRi fent to the court of Spain in the ),,'Jr 1730, by 
J)""I MARTJN DE DARVA, at that time Spil.lli!h ).;()VCnlO)" of 
PrrroXlIay, in whidl the Jefuits aTe charg",l with the moil am

!.itiu.uR PI'<,';CcrS and the molt rebellious ddig-Il', I"T"tLntcd liS 
fcttill[; ;;p an independent government, accufed of c;llTyillg' un 
a prodigiolls trctde, and other things of that nature; and not
with Handing th.: circumUantial t'\'idcncl' of various known 
fllth t.hat fupported thefe aceuf;tioll8 ill the ttr'lOg'l!l. IlI~lIHll'I' : 

Jlotwithtianding all thi~, ti,e public was more OJ" kL .kcc;~,'ct. 
The itlu60n, how{Oycr, did not [all long. In th,~ )'CJ.T 17So, 
tne OOlutd of Mildrid ilnd Liflon entered into a treaty fur fi~ing 
tIl< limits of 1.heir rdjH:ctivc dominions in Soutb-Alilcric.l. The:: 
Jefuits, whn had formed all indqx:ildcnt republic: in the heilrt 
of thek d,mrinilllls, cOll'lpnfed of the J nrliam, whom they bd 
gailt<'d by the iniinltating foftntf~ and aff"'ded mildnefs, hu
mility, and genel"Otity of their pmcceding'&, wen: much alarm
CIi at this treaty. It was one of the fundamental laws of this 
Ae ..... (latc {v.-hidl was founded under the maJk of a Chriftiidl 
1!'li«1on), that neither bifhop, governor, !lur any olucer, ('jvil. 
roiiitaxy, or L"Ccleuufti{'<lI, nilY, nor e.en alll' individual, Spa
piard or Portugu~fc. Ihouk! be admi:ted int,) its territories, to 

• MI.:R.'T"«r'~ acamnt ,~f the 'iiffion of P'"t7~Jltfy Wa9 tranflated frool 
the Fra"h edItion i.w;Q r:~LIQ., ad p~.?liilit~ in ~;~ in the ~~ .... J7 59. 

the 
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country, claimed the ·honour of carrying thither xvu'l: SECT., • 
the firIl: rays of divine truth, and of beginning a 
work that has been fince continued with fuch 
pious zeal and fuch abundant fruit; and indeed 
this claim is founded in juftice. Several families 
of this fed, that had been fettled in Holland, re· 

th~. end that the proccedlbgs and projeas of the Jefuits might 
Hill remain an impenetrable [ceret. The members of their 
order were alone to be infb-uEted in this profound and import
Rnt my!l:ery. Tht: ufe of tht: Spanifh language was prohibited 
throughout the extent of this Dew territory, in order to pre
>(Ilt more effectually all communication between the Indians 
and that nation. The lmliaml were trained to tht! ufe of arms, 
furnifhed with artillery, inJirucicd in the art of war, taught to 
hdlOid the Jefuits as their fovertigns and their Gods, and to 
look UPOll all white people, except the Jefuits, as demoniacs. 
;lthciil.s, <lud, moreover, as their harbaro~ and mortal ene-
1lli~so Sud, wag the Hate of things when, in the yt>ar 17.';2, 
lh~ ulJi\~d trllOpS of 5/Jain and piJrtugal marched towards d;(': 
t"~ltcrn hord<:r£ of the river Ul'agai, to makt" the exchangt'8 of 
Ct '-tain villages that had beou a~reed Up01l in the treaty above 
m~lltiollcdo UPOll this th.: Jdu;ts, not being fuflicicntly pre
pard for their defenn', demanded a delay of the execution of 
the treaty under \'ariou~ pretexts. This dday was granted: 
but as the I:>pani{h General, GlJ7nfZ F,'eire Andrada, perceived 
that thefe }fo~y Fad,,,'.J e:nployed this delay in am1ing the In
liiJ!I'" al1(1 confirming them in their rebellion, he wrote to his 
C"OIrt, alld rccci\'Cd flt:W orders from tllenee to pr()ct:I:cl to the 
neclltiull of the treaty. A war enfll(od he tween the Rpanilh 
IIlId Purtugudto on om: lid ... , and th~ indiam, animated by the 
Jc[uits, on the othtf, in \\-hich tlte Sp:tIIilh Gt'IIeralloll Jlii 
life, a"cl of which t};(· other circumilancc~ arc wtll knowlI. 
This \\,<1, t"c ]'cal and original caufc of the difgrace of the Je
fUll:; ;:1 tk' court d P{)r/l/~r:I. Thof!: who odirc a m()n~ parti
~:<I1"r anwunt uf thi8 matteT will tlnd it in a famous pamphlet. 
dLl\,;1l hom an authentic mLmorial, publilhnl by the court or 
1.}I/;'>II, amI printed at t1:<: H(~i[Ut, ill the Far '75ti, \Il\dcr th ... 
f',liowing titk: La RtPNbli'!!J{ tin J1iJilCS au Pm'lIKuay rcn" 
','nj.·,·, Oil Rdarion Aulhmtique de III (r'fJ(n'~ que en Religi",.", 011t 

.t: fr,ulmir c~ntre la MonarquN d' ljj>r;.~lIf (/ de I'o.'fUgal ell Am~
r:1"", pour y. defmdre Its domail:a dOllt ih a'Uoient ujllrp; k 
£.lJ<rajlU<li all ParaguaJ foUl p/"(.,(:>;t~ .I" R:'i;;;"rI. ' 

moved 
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Q11;."';' ,""t4fr~·"'~~oU"1t'Tic.l [1'.] in l?e y~r 
b:~";."~.~".~' al'Jtl'iey .alleged, to trtnfmtt their 

A4J?'i. i ..• ~~:an.d:AIt1deire.d to future ages; ~d 
_e. ~lald:tlie fouttdauons of a new ftate [q J. 
~ fua;efs that attended this firft emigration 
:cng..ge4 great-numbers of the people called Pu
~, wh()gt'oanec\ under the opprcffion of the 
bitbops. lUld the fc;verity ofa court, by which 
Ibii' opprefiioQ. 'wasalltnofife8, to follow the for
tunQof tRef. ~gio(l9 adventurers [rJ; and this 
Rrodu.ce~ t. !cood eQligration in the year 162g. 
But notwitbftauding tru. fuccefs that in procefs of 
time crowned thi' enterprize, its firIt beginnings 
were. nnpromifing. and d.le colonifts, immediately 
aft« 1he1r arrival, lab~red under fuch hardilifps 
.00 ~cultioc· in-tot: dreary and uncultivated 
wildlof:. thia·.w regio~ that they could make 
but !idlo prOgtefs ~ ill inll:rucring the Indians: 
sheir wholo .. ,zeal and induilry b,eing fcarcely fuf
ficient to preferye the infaat fettlement from the 
horrors of fanri~ But towards the year 1633 [.r J, 
thUtga put on a better afpeCt: the colony began 
to .fiouriili,and the new-comers, among whom 
tQe Puritan • .MAl(HEW, SHEPPA.RD, and ELLIOT, 

made an emineut figure, had the leifure, courage, 
and tranquillity of mind, that were neceifary to 
tbeexcc~tion Bf ruch an important and ardu. 

,0'". deftgn. All thefe devout exiles were re
Inatka,bly zealous, laborious, and fuccefsful in 

[p] This cQlony fettled in that part of AmeNca tllf\t was 
afterwards called NL'W Plym(mth. 

[q] See NUL's Hifiory (1 th~ Puritml.l. vol. ii. p. uS.
As alfo a German wmk, entitled, ANT. \V1LH. BOlfM, lifche Riformations Hi/forie, h. vi. c. y. p. 807. 

_ r]SeeMATHER.'sHi/loryofNewEngla,ul, p. u6.-NEA':S 
ry of the Pllritans, vol. ii. p. 208. 

o [/J D~. MOSHEDI fays ion th~ year 1613. but thisis pr<\\' 
....,.an error of the ]refs; fincc it is weU known, that the 
_gratian of S!xi'i'~ aud Elfwl happened between 1631' aud 
IlliJt· 
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the converfation .?~the In~ia~s; ~ut n~lle. ac· c iv'h~T. 
quired fuch a fummg reputatIOn, In thIs piOUS S J1. C 1.'. 
career, as JOHN ELLIOT, who learned their Ian.. ...:., 
guage, into which he tranflated the BIBLE, and 
other infhuetive ana edifying books, gathered to;-
get her the wandering favages, and formed thelU 
into regular congregations, infi:ructed them in a 
manner fuited to the dulllefs of theit comprehen-
£Ion, and the meafure of their refpeB:ive capaci-
tics; and, by fuch eminent difplays of his zeal, 
dexterity, and indefatigable indufl:ry, merited, 
aher his death, the honourable ti~le of the Apqftle 
if tbe Indians [/J. . . 

The unexpeeted fuccers that att(jl\ded thefe 
p;ous attempts towards the propagation of Chri[ .. 
ti,m knowledge, drew the attention of the parlia
ment and people of England; and the further ad~ 
nncement of this good caufe appeared an objeCt 
of futEcicnt importance to employ the delibera
tions, and to claim the protc<:lion of the great 
cflUncil of the nation. Thus was formed th~t il~ 
luHrious faciet)', which derives its title from the 
Frl~lt purpore of its inftitutioIl, even the Propa
gaiion If tbe GijjJe! in foreign parts, and which, ill 
prnponi,m to the incrcale of its number, in
fluence, rcyenues, and prerogatives, has Hill re
lH_wed and augmcnted its efforts for the in/true
tion of the Pagans in all parts of the world, par~ 
tiC'ularly thofe on the J\meriqn continent. Ir u 
true, th~t after all it::; dfGrts, much is yet to be 
donc; btlt it is alfo true, aJ'ld muft be ad:nov;
ledged by all that h:lVc examir~ed thefe rnat~eriO 

[tJ HOP.)OBECli:IUS, De C,;n7.'Crfone indm'um d Gme. Eo. :i. 
cap. xv. p.260.-CRLSC:ElI:'r1l MATHUI Jipiftola de SU~C[(j" 
E·vQfI.J''fii I'puJ Indo: Occidem'aL'.r ad :Joh. LC1!(Jmrur>1,. TI~J'~. 
1(:>)9. In 8"'0. 0 INcREAsE.:t<:1:,ATH'ltr!~ Lrtter, to J~tu/aer.:s 
tra;lflb'eu iut':> En!Tlifh, a"d inferted into CtlTTON MA,;H:I\"S 
L!fe of Elliot, p. 9+ 3d London edit. and in hi. Hiftory of NC7I 

E!~:s1alld. bonk Ill. p. 19+ N. . 
VOL. V~' '·E.w:t'h 
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C.E N .T. with attention and impartiality, that much ha3 
S t:~~· 1. been done, and that the pious undertakings of 
... this refpeB:able focitty have been followed with 

The ene
mit:. of 
Chrilliani 'Y 
in &'11,/,,.4. 

unexpeacd fruit. 'Vith refpeCt to the province 
of Pcnnjylvania, whiCh receives in its bofom, 
without diftinction, perfons of all feas and all 
opinions, we {hall have occafion to [peak of its 
religious ftate in another place. The American 
provinces that were taken from the Portuguefe 
by the Dutch, under the command of Count 
MAURICE of NaJ!au, became immediately an ob
ject of the pious zeal of their new mafters, who 
began, with great ardour and remarkable fuccefs, 
to [pread the light of the Gofpel among tpe 
wretched inhabitants of thole benighted re
gions [11]. But this fair profpec.t was afterwards 
clouded in the year [644, when the Portuguefe 
recovered the territories they had loft. As to 
the Dutch colony that is fettled in Surinam, we 
cannot fay much, having never received the 
fmalleft information of any attempts made by 
them to inftrua the neighbouring Indians in the 
knowledge of Chrillianity [w J. 

XXI. Religion in genera), and the Chriftian 
religion in particular, had many enemies to en
counter in this century, though their number 
has been lludioufly diminiihed in the accounts 
of [orne, and greatly exaggerated in the reprefent
ations of others. The Engliih complain of the 
reign of CHARLES II. as the fatal period, when 
corruption of manners, and vice, in the maft li
centious and profligate forms, over-ran their na-

[IIJ Jo. I-bSR. HOTTINGER! TOJozraphia Ecc!ifzqflica, p. 
47.-JANICON, Elat Prifent dtt PrO'Vincu Unitt, tom. i. p. 
3915. The fame author gives an account of Surinam., and of 
the ftate of religion in that colony, chap. xiv. p. 407 • 

• [ aI J There are three churches iu that fettlement for the' 
ufe of the colunifts.; but. no attempt has been made to fpread 
the knowkdge of the Gofpd amOng the natives. ' . 
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tion, eng~n4cred a fpirit of fcepticifm and infi
delity, and fotmed a fet of unhappy men, who 
employed all the wantonnefs of inconfiderate wit, 
all the fallies of imagination, and even all the 
force of real talent and genius, to extinguilh a 
fenfe of religion in the minds of mankind. That 
this complaint is far from being groundlefs, ap
pears, on the one hand~ hom the number of 
thol~ writers among the Englifh, whofe produc
tions were levelled either againft all religion, or 
deugl1ed to confine the belief of men to natural 
religion alone; and, on the other, from the {till 
fuperior number of learned and ingenious treatifes, 
ill which the divinity, dignity, andintr~nfic excel
leuee of the Golpel, were dcmcnftratcd and dif': 
played in the mofl: ftriking and confpicuous man. 
ncr. But nothing is more adapted to confirm 
the accoullts that have been given of the progrefs 
of inf-iddil), and liccntioufnefs at the period now 
Ilnder cUllfidcration, than the {;unolls LcDu,r(;'s, 
fuund·d by that illufhious ornament of religion 
;~lld humallity Mr. ROllERT BOYLE, who, in. the 
year 169 I, coniccrated a confiderable part of his 
l.trg-e fortune to the fervice of Chriftianity, by 
kning-, ill bis Iaft will,a fum to be difl:ributed, 
fuccdlivc:Iv, to a number of learned divines, who 
\\TTt: to preach, in their turns, eight fermons 
C\'uy year, in defence of n:ltural and revealed re
ligiun [x J. This pious and honourable talk has 

[." ] Sec RIC'(;TlIlR'S Priface to his French tranflation of Dr. 
C'uRKr'.; Difi'fJUtfis Oil the Beillg urrtl .. dtt,.ilmla (1 Carl. For 
an "Ccount of the pious, learned, and illuflrious Mr. Bo'll E. 
lec BlJDGELL'S lIfemoirs of the Li"Vr.r and Charac/.?r,· nf :l,e il-
11I/11"iol,," Family of the BOYLES, publillltc.i ill Hvo at LondoTl, in 
t~l~ ycar 1737.-See alfo the BiMo/heque Brittt:lI1iquf, tom. 
XII. p. 144. a But. above all, the late learned Dl-. BIRCH'S 

Lift oj BOYLE, publilhed in 8vo in the year 1744; and that 
,"cry. valuable Colle8ion Of Li\'ca, the Biolral,fJia Britaf/nica, 
~)tlc\e bOYLE (Robert) note [zJ. See alfo Article: HOBBE';, 
1Il the fame: conection. . N. . 
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C! ivf T. been committed always to men of the moft emi.. 
he:i: I. nent genius and abilities, and is fiil! undertaken 

with zeal, and performed with remarkable dig
nity and fuccefs. The difcourfes that have been 
delivered in confequence of this admirable infii. 
tution have been always publifhed; and they 
form at this day a large and important colleCtion, 
which is known throughout all Europe, and has 
done eminent fervkc to the caufe of religion and 
virtue [y J. 

~~~t~;:{er, XXII. The leader of the impious band in Eng-
&;,. land, which, fo early as the reign of CHA RLES Ii., 

attetnpted to obfcure the truth, and to dilrulyc the 
folemn obligations of religion, was THOMl\~ 
HOBBES of ltllalmejbury,-a man \\'hofe audacious 
pride was accompanied with an uncommon de
gree of artifice and addrefs, whofe fagacity was 
fuperiof. to his learning, and whofe reputation 
was more owing to the fubtilty and extent of his 
genius, than to any progrefs he had made either 
in facred or profane erudition [z J. This man, 
notwithftanding the pernicious n:lture and ten
dency of his principles, had fcveral adherents in 
England; and not only fo, but has found, in fo
reign countries, more than one apologift, who, 
though they acknowledge that his felltiments 
were erroneous, yet deny that he went fuch an 

[y J There is a complete liH: of thefe lc:rrnrd difcour[cs in 
(1,,· Bih/j"tl'fqlu /1'lgloiJr, tom. xv. part II. p. 4Jo.-The late 

,Reverend Mr. Grr,IHRT BURNET publifhed in four volumes 
in ~vo, a judicious, cOIaprehenfive, and wdl.digcited Abrid2" 
men! of fucb of the Boy I. E'S l.etlurl's as had l~een j.'lTached h," 
fure the year 1737. This abriugment, which har, been ~ranJlated 
into the French and German l~nguages, c(lmpl'chenci5 the die· 
courfes of Benil,y, Kid" .. ,., Williams, Gqjlrd/, Hm'!"is, Brad· 
Ji!rd, BlacllJa/!, Stim/JOp", Clllr,~e, HalUot/:, Whi!lritz. 'Turnn-, 
'.Bu/!,-r, Woodward, Dl'I'htlm, Jl:/Jot, Long, J. Cfarkt:. GlJrtiarl, 
Burne!. B~rrirtjan. " 

[lGJ See BAnE's n;flif}//(/rr, at the article HOIIBES.
WO,ou's .dlhlfl4 OX~/,;(lfd, wI." ii. p. 6lj.I. taft ~>dition. ' 
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i,mpious length as to introduce the difbclief, ofto 
overturn the worfhip, ofa Supreme Being [a]. 
But if it lhould be granted, on the one hand, that 
HOBBES was not totally deftitute of all fenfe 6f a 
Deity, nor of all impreffions of religion; yet it 
mull: be allowed, on the other, by all who perufe 
his writings, with a proper degree of attention, that 
his tenets lead, by naturai confequences, to a con
tempt of religion and of divine worlhip ; and that, 
in fome of his produCtions, there are vifibl,e marks 
of an extreme averfion to Chriftianity. It has, 
indeed, been faid of him, that, being advanced in 
years, he returned to a better mind, and con
demned publicly the opinions and tenets he had 
formerly entertained [b J; but how fat this recan
tation was finct:re, we (hall not' pretend to deter
mine, fince the reality of his repentance has been 
greatly queflioncd. . 

The 

[a] Among tIle palrom :md defenders of HOIlRES, we mny 
Ted;.on Nlc. HltR. GIlNDl.INGIUS, in his OY;'r<loliolJ(J S<,
hi/IF, t.,m. i. n. ii. p. ~o. and in his GunJlin.r;iana, p. 304. 
~II:I "J[;) ARNOLD, in his German work ~ntitled, Kin:hm Imel 
J(,hrr If!/}orir, p. II. b. xvii. c. xvi. § 25. p. lOHz.-Thd.., 
v,'ri"t'r:; ar" "cflltcd 1>y the learned HL'DiEUS, in his TI:/ift. de 
A;J,,'U;J/o ci Sili'",jliti""", C:lp. I. p. tH7. 

[b J Thi:; rccil!1!ati(lIl of HOIlIlES d.-:pcnds upon tile tdlimn
I:y of \V 00 0, ill hi,; AtI'l'lld! Osrmi,-:lji'J, vo\. ii. p. 646. Thn. 
writer informs mo" that !loBH r,s ';(!l1'poful an apology for him
felf and hi~ writing~, in ,vhich he dcdarcd, that the opiniolla 
lit hau pn\)Jilhcd ill his Leviathan were by 110 mc:r.ns conform
"hIe to hi:; Tcal fcntimcnts: that he had only propofl"d them 
a, a matteT of d"hatt', to exercif~' his mimi in the art uf rea
fonillg: fhat, after the public'ation of that ;lwok, he ha.i 
rlcvcr maintained them either in puhlic or in privatt·, but had 
h,ft them t:ntirdy to the judgment aml decil;ltn of the church; 
more cfpccially, that the tenets, in this ,mJ hi" other w .. itingG, 
that ieoned inconiiitent with the dodr;Tll's concerl1in~ God 
lind religion that are commonly rc<:civcJ, !'Here never ddiver
C? by him as truths, but propufed as 'lllj?ioll:. that were d~
c,ded by divines and rccldi.JtiLOlI jud;;e~ emhlcd with" pro
pt'r authority.-Such is the a(;coullt that IN o(m giv~6 of the 
apology now under CODfidt'r~tjon; b"t he du,. not tdl us the 
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c 11.. N 'r. The fame thing cannot be faid of JOHN WIL .. 

~::!l.' 1, MOT, eari of ROCHESTEll, who had infulted the 
.' tnaffry of God, and trampled upon the truths "Of 

r..ehgion and the _ obligations of morality with a 
profane fo'rt of frenzy, that far furpaifed the im
piety of HOBBES, but whofe repentance and con
verfion were alfo as palpable as had been his 
folly, and much more 'unquefHonable than the 
dubious rscantation of the philofopher . of 
Malmc/burr. ROCHESTER was a man of uncom~ 
mon [aga~ity and penetration, of a fine' genius, 
and an elegill1t tafl:e; but thefe natural talents were 
accompanied with the greatefl: levity and licen
tioufncfs, and _the moll: impetuous propenfity to 
unlawful pleClfures. So that, as long as health 
enahled him to anfwer the demands of pafiion, 
his life was an uninterrupted kenc of debauche-

year in W11ich it was pubHhcd, which is a proof that he Ilin:
telf bad IlL vn [cen it, ~lOr does he inform us wlitt her it ap
lleared during lh~ life uf HOD!lI.S, or aftc:- "i~ .leath. 'As 
llldecd it is r~fI ... ed in tbe cataJogt:t' of his v:ritillgs, with ~, 
date poilerior tu the year I (,::z, it j~ natur;:/ to fllppufe that 
it was not publithed dum,!,; Lis He, fillec he dild in the y('~r 
1679' h;s, thcn.:i()~c, no cafy n;atilT to ddermillc what Hrd'5 
ii to be laid \:pOll this rccantilticn of HOIlBiiS, or what f~lIti
ments we are to f(Jrm conce'rning b~5 fuppofed rrpentanc~. 
That the fl1,,,ir,!'.y undc:r conlideration cxiHs, we do not pretend 
to deny; but it may pnffibly have bem compQi"t:d by futne (jf 
his friends, to dil:'liniili the odium iliat, it was n;:turcl to think, 
his licentious principles WOllIn <.:lIlt on his memory. But 
fuc.uld it bl' grnllt<:d, tbat It was drawn up and publi/hcd by 
HOJ)BEII himfelf, even this coru:efiion would contribute bll': 

llttJe to favC', or rather to recoVt'r, Ilia r"'putation: !iDee it is 
Will 'known,':;,.t nothing' j, more commoll amollg thofe wlw, 
by fpleading cqmlpt principh:s aad pt:rnicioUi Opi:lions, hl\~ 
dtawllupon themfcl~e6 the jult indigllaliclU of the publi\, 
than. like HOlIllU, to d('eei\'~ the world by infidious aRdin-
·bceH~ decl~llItions of the follDdnefa .of their belief, and the 
\lilri;1,htncfa' of their intclltion. It i6 ~hUB that they .Ct:\:u~c 
tbcm!elves a~inn the uC\;utiulI "r the 4w, that are ddignui. 
to,;:~ncc tt'li!;lon, while'they ptrfnut in their licentiou8 feu
ti!lenta, and propagate them, wherever they ca~ do it with f~
.curity. 
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ry [c]. ,He was, how~~er,ro happy ,in the laft c k~ 
years of av~y' Iho~t hfe,as to fee .the e:x;trem,e S I::CTt~ 
folly ,an<J g~l!t of hIS pall eonduCi:, In which fa- .. ,~ 
lutary view he was greatly affifted by the wife and 
patheti~ . rettfonings ,and exhortations' of doCtor 
BURNET, afterwards bifhop of Sorum. This con-
viaion of hisguiJt produced a deep contrition' 
and repentance, an ardeqt recourfe to the mercy 
of.God, as it is manifefted in the Gofpel of JESUS 

CHRIST, and a fine ere abhorrence of the offences 
he had committed againft the Beft of Beings. In 
thefe pious fentiments '. he depat:ted'this life in the 
year 1680 [dJ. ' 

In this lift we may alfo place ANTH01'f¥ ASH
LEY COOPER, earl of SHAFTESBURY, who d.ied, of 
a confumption at Naples in the year 1703; not that 
this illuftrious writer attacked openly and pro
fdTdly the Chriltian religion, but that the moft 
[educing ihokes of wit and raillery, the mofl: en
chanting eloquence, and the charms of a genius, in 
which amenity, elegance, copioufnefs, and elevation 
were !1appily blended, rendered him one of its moft, 
dangerous, though fecret enemies; nay, fo, much 
the more dangerous, becaufe his oppofitioa wag 
carried on under a malk. His works bave_ been 
pllbljilied, and have paffed through feveral e¥
tions. They are remarkable for beauty of dlc
tion, and contain very noble and fublime fenti-

[c] See an account of his life and Writmgs in W OOD'6 At&
"41 Ox~n;enla, 'vol. ii. p. 654.-His P?ctical genius IS jufUv 
celebrated by VOLTAIRE, in his Me/a/lgu de Litn-alure d J, 
PhilQ(ophic, chap. xxxiv. vol. iv. of his works. ' , 

[J] Biiliop BURN E'I' has given ~particular aCcount of this 
Ian and 'l.ery affciling fcene of the ~.;of this. nobleman, ill. 
pamphlet written exprefily on that JuhFct, and entitled, SQ(ire 
I>I!lJagu of the Lift and Death of john Earl bf ROt!h{/Jtr, wI"it. 
ten, at his tkfirt, 1m his tkalh-kt/"ij GlLBEIlT BURNET, D.D. ' 
cOlltainin: mtlf"t amply their COII'l1trfotiatll on the g1'(af Pr;lIcip!u 'of 
Natural and ReWakd Religion. 
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CE Ji 1'. lfients; but Olight to be read With the ut~ott: 
h~~~: J. caution, as extremely dangerous to uJl.experien. 

ced, youthful, and unwary minds [e J. The bru. 
tal 

[e] His works were firft colktted and publilhed under the 
title of CharaflerijlJcs, i~ three volumes in 8vo. in the ye~r 
qll. and, finee trult time, have paffi:d through feveral edto 

iioDll. .s~e LE CLERC'S accqullt of them ill his BiMa/heque 
Choije, tom. lClCiii. The learned and ingenious I.EIBNITZ'. 

Critical Refl.:Ctionsonthc Philofophy of Lord SI.fAFTESllVRY 

WC)"e publilhcd by DES MAIZEAUX, in the fecond volume of 
hiB Recuei! dN di'Verfe.r Picce.r fur fa Philofophir, p. <!45.-Thcrt 
are fome writcn; who maintain, that this noble philofopher 
,laS becu unjufrly charged, by the greatd!: part of the dergy. 
with a contt'mpt for revealed religion; and it wne to be 
wilhed, that the arguments they employ to yindi+;ate him from 
this charge wei'C more fatisfactory and foud than th ... y really 
ure., But, if I am \lot much mi!h,kcn. whoever p;:rufcs hili 
writings. and more cfp~cially his famous letter concerning 
EnJl:J'!/iafne, will he inclined to adopt the judgment that has 
been forlTled of rum by th~ ill~enious Dr. BERKLEY, lat~ 
hifllOp of C/r,~'f!e, in hia Alciplron, or tbe fifinute PhiloJopher, 
vol. i. p. zoo.-Nothill1l, is ",ore eary than to oU~n'e, in the 
writings of Lc,d SIl,HTESJlUR '{, a [pint of raillery, mingling 
itfelf with even thofe of Ilis T~{]t'X;ons upon religious fubjetts 
that [,WI to be ckliwn:n wi,h the greatert ferio'J.fncfs and 
gravity. But, at the' (;m:(' tIme, this unfecmly ITlixwre of the 
foItmn lind the ludicrol,l') n'n,;,:~;; it dilficult for thofe thJ.t arc 
not well acquainl<:d w:d, his 1mBll'S, to know whether the man 
h in jell: or in eamdL lL ma r alio b~ added, that this allt.hor 
has pernic!o!.'Oy t:nck,t\,oured to ddlroy lhe intbencc r.:ad effi
cacy cf fo;~,e of the greac moti"e~ that are pro?o{cd in th~ 
'Holy Scriptures to re;Jd~r ![)~n virtu.ous, by reprtfelltinl'" thefe 
motives a" mert:enary, a.nd eVen turning them into ridicule. 
He fubftitu:cs, in their place, the intrinfic excellence and 
Mut:y of 'virtue as the gr..:atfource of mar .. ! obligation,. and 
the ~'le illCt:(lti,t; to virtmlu9 deeds. But howl:wr alluring 
this {ublillle l"cheme of mOJJ:~ may appear to certain minds of 
a re.lined, elegant, and ingenuous tum, it is cerminly little 
tdap!cd t.o Ule tirlh:, the COlltjlrent:nfillU, and charader ,of the 
RlUlbtude. Take a~:fro;:n the lower orden uf mankind tbe 
profpct\: of reward ~:tllllilhmetJt, that leads them to virtue 
and obedience, by thtpowerful fuggefiions of hope and ft:ar .. 
arulthe greM fllpportS Iilf vir.e, and the IllDft elfe8.ual mo
ti'lts to the p\.rf1ata uf it, will he then reDJQvcd wjth n:fpe8: • 
to them~ , 
, <0" SitK'" Dr. MOSHHM wrot~ thio note, the very learned 
~j.io~~ Dr. Lt.LANl> pabWh.:d hi$ JrIt'W if the Jw;ru;ipol 
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tal rufticity and uncouth turn of JOHN TO:LA:~D, 3: C' E N:~T~ 
native of lreltznd, who, towards the conclu6oDIof S f.x~~~ j. 
this cen~ury ,was rendered infamous by feveral ' 
injurious libels againft Chriftianity, muft natu-
rally appear doubly difgufting, when compared 
with the amiable elegance and fpeciaus refine-
ment of the writer now mentioned. However, 
as thofe writers, who flatter the paffions by en
deavouring to remove all the reftraints that reli-
gion impofes upon their exceffive indulgence, 
will never want patrons among the licentiou$ 
p:ut of mankind; fo this man, who waS hot def,;. 
tit lite of learning, impofed upon the ignorant' and 
unwary; and, notwithftanding thee~cefs of his 

Dril/ieal Writffl that hll'lJe appear~J in E,lg/alld atlrillg the lnfl 
1m} prf(l'1l/ Cmlurj', &c. in which there is a full account of the 
Fru:-tflinkers and D~iils mentiuJled by our hitlorian, and a 
review of the writings of the Earl of SfiAFTESllURY. This 
r,,';cw merits a partic~ar l!ttention, as it contains an impartial 
;;CCOUilt, an accurate cxamimtion, and a fatisf:\C~tory refuta
t:OIl, of the erroneous principles of that great 11l3Jl. Lord 
S 'J AFT E ~ II U R Y, like all other eminent innovators, has been 
r.JjLtprefented hoth by his friends and his encmi<:R. Dr. LE
u:; D has fleered a middle courfe, bet~vecn tlu: blind cntbu
ii,,[m of tht: former, and the partial malignity of the latter. 
1 Ie points out, with fingular penetration and judgment, the 
{'TroTS, inconiill:cncies, and contraditl:ions, !()f that illuftrio\\& 
aalhor; docs jull:icc to what is good ill, hUi iugt:nious writ
ings; fepar;:tc, carefully the wheat from th~ chaff; and llei
ther approves nor condemns in the lump, ;}3 tOI) many IUl,ve 
done. In a mort: particular mann~r he ha~ !htwn~ with his 
ufual perfpicuity and good fenfe, that the beia'," iafiucncedby 
the hop\: of the n~ward prlJmif~d in the Gofllt\\as notili1lg in, 
it dijillgmlJou.r andjla'Uy?, and is [0 far ii"om b~illg inconfitferit 
with loving viltue fer itJ own Jake, that it tends, en the con
trary, to heighten our ell:cem of its amiab/Cllifs and worth • .,.-' 
'l'he tri'.lrtlphant manner in which the It:arnt'<i Dr. WARlICJ.

TON has refuttd S H A F'T E S BU 1\ Y' S rep~fentation of raillery and 
riiicule as a teftof truth, is too well kllo\vtl'.to be rncntiot,lcd 
}lI:re. See alfo Dr. BROWN's T.bree E/faYI.cn'fbe Ghorallerif/icJ', 
in which that fenfible 'l,lIthor treats of Ridicule, I:onlidcred as<a 
'Tdl,lI rrllt,~; of the (,)bligatiolls of men to virtue, and of.$c 
necclfity of rdj"iou8 principlt:, and of reY-ealed religion and 
4;;hr#iianitf. 0 '. 
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atTogance and vanity, and. the -fhock.ing~rud~ 
nefs and ferocity of his manners, ~cquired a cer
tain ,meafure of fame [fJ. It is not neceifary to 

mention 

& [JJ Dr. MOSHEIM quotes here, in a (hort note, an ac. 
count he had given of the Life and Writing. of Toland, prefix. 
ed to his confutatiun of the NAZAHNUS of that contemptible 
author. He alfo quotes a LiTe of TOLA:m, prefixed to his 
pofthWTlOUB works, printed in 8v!) at London, in 1726, by DES 
MAlZEAux.-Dr. MOSHEIM fays, that this man WM 1101 de)i. 
tufl oj learning. Should that be granted, it muft, nevertbelefs, 
be acknQwledged, that this learning lay quite indigdted in 
biB head, and that the ufe he made of it in his 'works was 
equally injudicious and impudent. His conference -with M. 
BRA\) soaR! concemiug the authrolicily of the Holy Scriptures. 
which was l.dd at Berlin, in the yeal" 1 jOI, in prdence of the 
queeR of Prtdfia, and in which he rnadefm:h a dcfpicable 
figure, is a proof of the former; and his writings to all but 
luilf·fcholars arul hl(lf.thinkers will be a proof (as long as they 
endure) of the latter.-It is remarkable that, accordinr, to that 
maxim of ]UVF.NAL, Nona rrpm,c i!lit turp!1/imlu, rOLAND 

arrived only gr.wually, and by n progrcffive motion, at the 
Cmnmit of infidelity. His firllHrp was Socinianifm, which 
llP~ared in his hook entitl~d, Chri/fillni,:v ,,,1 rI,rJlerious. This 
book procured him hard treatment from the hilh Parliament"; 
'Yld wes a~fwered by Mr. DROWN, afterwards 13ifllOp of Cork .. , 
who. unliappily, did Dot think good ;:r~umcnts fufficient to 
JIlaintain a good caufe, unlef~ tky were fecondcd by the [ccu
lar arm, whofe ill-placed fuccour~ he fulkitc::d witli ardor. 
The fecond ftl.'p that TO!.AND made in the devious fields of re
ligion waa in the publication of his ArnynJor, whicb, ill a"ppear· 
ance, was deligned to vindicate, what he advanced irr bls Life 
of ~ILTON, to prove that king CHARLES I. was not the real 
author of the Ei!an Baji/jke, but, in reality, was intended to in. 
validate the Cllnon of t~e New T~/Iamml, and to render it uncer· 
tail! and precarious. This piece, in as far as it attacked the au· 
thenticity of the Holy Scri\)tllres, was anfwered in a triumphant 
manner by Dr. CLARKE, In his RdI«Iions on thai pari 0/ the 
}JfJfJ. called AMYNTOR, wh,ch r~lalel to the writillgl oftbe Prj. 
mitiw Fatlm-I, and the Canlln oj the New Ttjtament; by Mr. 
RICHARDSON. in his learned' and judicio,us Vi,lIiitulian oj IIJI 
c.. _oj the Nt'W Tqlo71l(nt; and by Mr. JOIliI.S, in hi. PIe'JU 

-foil MribtJ of ie/lrmg tile Canonical AtlthQri'J of tbe Nrw 
1'~. Thefe learned writers hPe expofed, in the mofl: 
APking manDer, the difmgenuity, the bluniien, the falfe quo
~ons, theinfidious lic.Hons ~lnd ridiculou¥ millakes of To
JoAIiD. who. OD various accounts, Dlay paiS for OnG of the moll 

;lZ barmldi 



rhtOm:H(jf:Hf81'OitYDJib~R.QJti: » 
m.ention otbet'attthors of this,· clafs, who appear- C E H:~~ 
ed in Eng/and during t~is. century, but are. long SEX;~'I~ 
!inee configned to obbvlOn; the reader may, ,,;.'--
however, add to thofe that have been already 
named, Lord HERBERT of CHERBURY, a philo-
fopher of fame note, who, if he did, not abfolute-
ly deny the divine origin of the Gofpel [g], 

maintained, 

harmlefs writers againfl the Chl'iftian religion. For an account 
(If the ArkiJid£mon, the NafMrellUJ, tbe Latel'S to Suma, the 
F'lntiJeljiicon, and the other irreligious works of this author. 
with t11C excellent anfwers that have been made to them. fee 
his Life in the General Di8i~1Wry, or rathet in CHAUFEJPJliD'. 

Supplement to BAY u's Dioionary, entitled, Nrnl'IfUlu I)i8;o
nair~ HiJlorique d C,·itique, as this author has not only tranflated 
the articles added to Ba YLE'S Diftionary by the Englifh edito18 
of lhat work, bllt has augmented and improved them hy [everul 
intrrdl:ing anecdotes drawn from the Literary Hillory of the 
COiltlIu:nt ... 

a [gJ Lord HERBERT did not pretend to deny the divi
nity of the Gofpcl; ht: even declared, that he had no inten
t!OIl t,o attac.k. Chriftianity, vi-hich h,e calls, !n expre[s terms, 
(il,' Ljt Rel,gmn, and winch, accordmg to his· own confe1l'ion. 
t,'I"'5 to cHablilh the five great articles of that univerfal, fuRi
('in,t, and abfolut~ly ~rfetl religion, which he pretend\; to 
,kdw.:c f..om reafon and nature. But notwithfianding there 
{"or profdliolls, hi~ Jj:mlJhip lofes no occafion of throwing out 
inlilluatiul'ls againft all revealed reli~ion, as abfolutcly uncer· 
tai", and of little or no nfe. But thiS fame deii!, ",-ho wal the 
tirtl, and, indeed, the leaft contemptible of that tribe in 
E".r;/(1l1d, has left upon record one of the ftrongt'fl infiances of 
fanaticifm and abfuniity that perhaps ever has been heard of, 
lind of which he himfelf was guilty. This initance ill preferved 
in a manufcri~t life of Lord HERBERT, drawn up from me
morials penned by himfdf, which is now in the poffiillion of 
a gen~e!J1an of diftintlion, and is-aS follows: That ·Jord, hav
ing finiihed his book De V~ritate, apprehended that hdltOilld 
meet with much oppofition, and was, confeql1cntly, ditbioua 
for fume time whether it would not be prudent to fupprefs it. 
" Being thWl doubtful, [aJI hi.r lur4Jl#p, in Iny dlamber (at 
.. Paris, 'Where he '!Val amb'!/J'adtJr;" I&J~ar J6z+), one fair 
.. day in the fummer. my .cafement beins open. towards the 
.. ruuth, the fun fhinillg clear, and no ~d /liNing, I took 
Ie my book De V eritot~ in my handa, and, kneeling on my 
.. knees, devoutly faid thefe words: 0 thou Et~N/nl God, au
!' ij;qr if thu ligbt Ihal nO'fil jhinu "I!1JIi .." mul poe" of all ;".. 

-, " 'llJQrtl 



C E N, T. maintained, atleafi;, that it was not' effentially, 
XVII' , " 

S J ( ... : I. :oeceffary to. the falvatiQR of mankind [ h J; and 
, CHARLES BLOUNT, who compored a book, en~ 

OJ' 'Wanl ;JlumlllaliQn.r, I do "ifrech :Im, of thine itifillite goodMjt. 
", iIJ parLion oil greater requqt ";411 a ,lifmer ou;;bt to make: I am 
&( n.ot fil!iped etlough wbet htr I )hall jUMifo tbis hool; if it he 
.. fill' thy glary, I bifacb t,0ce to gi'l'e me fome. SIG,N F!WM 

~ HEAVEN; ij'lOl, Ijh,zll/Ippnft it." What clucs the reader 
now think uf this cornn-Honc of Deifm, who demands afuper
"mural rtvr!(ltioll from il(~a\'cn ill favour of a book that WilS de
figned to prove pll rrvdation Imcerlaill and llfolif!? But the ab
furdity docs not end hae, for our D~i!l not only foagh! for this 
revchltlon, hut 'alfo obtaimd it, jf we are to believt him. Let 
us, at leaR, hear him. "1 kIll !iO f'loner, fay" he, fpoken thdc: 
.. w/ird., but a kud, thou;;h )"t gmtl,' noii'e camt forth from 
~. the hCl'·~tH (for it wa. like n0:hing on earth), which 
" did Co ,'heer and comfi.rt Die, that 1 took my pditioJl as 
"granted." Rare credulity this in an un!:Jelievu! hut thefe 
g;ntkmtn can bdieve even a,;ainll rcafon, when it anfweril 
th~ir purP\)!~' His lordfhip continues, "This, however 
," llrallgt: it may feem, I protell, hefore the Et~rnal God, is 
•• trtJ(~; neither am I fuperHitioufly deceived herein," &c. 
See LEl.Jl.NI)'J Vi(w r1 tlJt D(jjiical Writen, &c. vol. i. p. 
470, &c. 
, [b] This i~ rllffic-i~Ilt1y known to thofc who have pt'mfed 
.1.<Jl'd H.J::l'..lI£ln'" ho,~k n" Cmffi.l' E,.,.,mlm, ar; alfo his cckbrat
,cd work f)" R"ligi!l1'C G" .. :!ilillm. 'fl,is author is generally 
co;)!ic1erl'd as the chid ;;,;d i0{:r".kr of the fca or fociet), that 
,arc calkd N'ifU1"a{jjls, (rl'iIl ILil "ttaclullcnt to Natural Reli
gioo "lone. S~e ARNOLDI l!!flvl'ia Ecc1rjii'.flica ef 1!t£ret. 
port II. p. lOR3.-The pemli;lr tenets of this famous Deift 
have Qcell n:fut~d by Mus,;:.\'!s and KORTHOLT, two German 
cJivines of cmil1t~ut l'~:rrllin;, omd ;,bilitit~s.~a GASSENDI alfo 
com~of.:d an an[w~l" to Lord J'hRllF.Rf's book De Veritale. 
10 J:Jtgll1l1d it was rduteli by r-,Ir. RICHJl.RD B.!.li:n:ll, in a 

.vealif&: elltitle,l, JJ1cre R,.',/o;:s for the Chrijliall Religioll, anJ 

.tlfJ R:aJQt,l iWai1ljl il. f\1t'. LOCKl', in his l{ffi1J orl Human Un
,<kd!tl7fl'mg, (hew'S, with grotat perfpic\lity and force of e\·i
::dc~e, that the Fi'1Je Arlie/a of Natural' Rrligio/l propoft;d by 
,illlS pohle: author are not, as he reprefcnts them, COmmon No-
1;#8, ckarly i,'~I~'riht'd by th~ hand of God in the minds of all 
.~.and, that a D:.vine Reyelation iN neceirary to indicate, de
"eJopc, and .enfOl'Ce" th~m. Dr. \V HIT!! Y baa alfo treated tile 
jlme pl~tter amply i,n his Ic=ntd work. entitled, 'The Nd~1kI 
:. o:..Tjef,Jn4·~ of the ChrijliafJ Rroclction, hy reafoll oj tbe Cor • 
. rJtII<,iolu, ".f ilu I'rinciplel of N.!/urai RdiiOt' among the J(WI a,J 
Jl~, 8vo, 1705. 

titled .. 



'fheGnIf(alHlsTOR Y rf ,the CHtrR.ClJ. 

titied, 'Fhe Oracles of RCllfon, and, in the year 
1 693, died by his own band [iJ. . 

XXIII. Infidelity and even Atheifm {hewed 
themfelves alfo on the continent during this cenM 
tury. In France, JULIUS CJESAR VANINI, the au
thor of two books, the one entitled, Tbe Ampbi
theatre of Pro'vidmct [Ie], and the other, Dialogues 
{"ollccrning Nature [lJ, wa.s publicly burnt at 'rho
lou(e in the year 1629, as an impious and obfti. 
n;ite Atheift. It is neverthelc1s to· be obferved, 
that feveraI learned and rei}JcCtable writers' confi
der this unhappy man rather as a viCtim to big~ 
try and envy, than as a martyr to impiety and 
Atheifm, and maintain, that neither h~ lin: nor 

[iJ See C H AUF FE P IF D, Nouveau Dic7ionaire lli/loriqw lit 
Crit. though this author ha3 omitted the mention ot this gen
tleman's unhappy fate, out of a regard, no (\onbt, to llis iIluf
trinu, Elmily. c::~r Mr. CHAUHf.Pl[D has (lone no mor~ than 
t'~lIllhtl'rl the article CHARLES BLOUNT from that oftht: Eng-. 
li!h c();ltinllaton of BA Y L E. 

C';" [kJ This hook was puhIifhl'd at Lo'M"t in th~ year 16!). 
"'as approved by the clergy and magiitr:lt('s of that city, and 
contains many things abfolute1y irTt'concilahle with atheii1:iclll. 
priuciples: its title is \IS follows: A?ilphitb~ttfr1Jm Eterh~ P1'Ii
ddcntj,r, Di,!iTlo.A{agicu11/, Cl'r~lJiaflO.Phy/icum, AJ1rolagit:f'
C,JII.'''/!Cllrrt, advN!u.f Vd{'res Phil/frpho!, Aibeot, Epicllreot, r,:
,.jl,"e!.;((Is, SI01<'OO, &c. This book has b~efl cfteemc'd innOCCl\t 
by fL.""ral writers, ir:ll,!OU3 by others, but, in ollr judgment, 
it would have tkaped reproach, had V AN '''i"' publilllt:d none 
of his (,tIler produt.tiuns, fince the impieties it may -dmtain. 
accordillJ to th~ intentiun of its author, are c3n:fully concealed_ 
'l'his is by 110 means the .:afe of the book mentioned in the fol
lo\v;ngnote. 

a [lJ This book, concerniJlg the S~cre!r of ~m Nafrire 
tbe Godd~/:r of Alorln!s, was 'puuti/heu with this fuipicioul title 
at P,;ris, in the year'loI6, andcontaiusltlarh'ig marktiot'iM
piety ;jllJ athcifm; aDd yet it wa& publil1led ~ith 'the hlflW5 
prrmiHion, and the approblltiOIl of the Faculty of Theolsgy lit 
i'arir. ThiH fcal1Qalul18 f1egEgence or. i~noranr.ej8 Ifuacc&!nt-

. ble in filch a revercndbody. The jefuit:G4:RAS91f ~ 
that the faculty was deceived by V All Il.-r, who fuMituted-a11(>

. 1.bn tteatue ill the ~laQe of that which lind been approveli.. see 
a wreU:hed book of G.H.ASSl, entitled. j)o8,';",.,C~" 'p • 
. 99~. '1~ lIli'o DUUNSI, Yie de Ya.,i,u, p. 116. . 

C1\~'" 
"vlt.~ 

SECT, .. --V,n;,,;, ' 
Rum~er~ 
!.d,ynjkt. 
KnUlZ<Go 
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C B",lI'fr.. hlswritiBg' were, fo abrutd or bloUphem6us as-to 
6£XC ~:I. ~title him to ,the charaB:.er of a defRifer of God 
..... -- and religionImJ. But if VANINI had his apo-

logifis, this was by no means the cafe of COSMO 

RUGGERI, a native of Florence, whofe Arheifm 
was as impudent as it was impious, and who 'died 
in the moll: defper:lte fentiments, of irreligion at 
Paris in the year 16 I 5, .declaring, that he looked 
upo.n all the accounts that had been given of the 
exill:ence of a Supreme Being and of evil fpirits 
as idle dreams [n J. CASIMIR LESZYNSKI, a Po
Hili knight, was capitally puni/hed, fuffering 
death at Warfaw, in the year 1689, for denying 
the Being -and Providence of God; but whether 
or no this accufation was well founded, can only 
be known by reading his trial, and examining the 
nature and circumftances of the evidence that 
was produced againft him [0]. In Germany, a 
fenfelefs and frantic fort of a man, called MAT

THEW KNUTZEN, a native of Hotftein, attempted 
to found a new feEt, whore members, laying afiJe 
all confideration of God and Religion, were to fol. 
low the dictates of reaJon and conjcience alone, and 
from thence were to affume the title of ConJcimtia
ri,!ns. But this wrong-headed fcaary was eafily 

[m] Sec DUD.'F.US'S Thtfts dr Albeijino el SlIperjlilione, p. 120. 
The author of the J'Jp%gia pro V ANI N 0, which appcalicd in 
Holland in the year 1712, is PETER FREDERICK ARP, a learn
ed lawyer, who, in his Fer:.e trjIi'VaJu flu Scriptorum jilOrum 
H:fJ.oria, p.28. has promifed a new edition of this Apology, 
With confiderahle additions. We may alfo place amont{ the 
defenders of VAI'IINI, the learned ELI4S FIl£DUICK HElS'! 

Tn. in' his Apologia pro lIfcdicis, fea. xviii. P.93. 
(,,] See BAYLE'S DifiiOflary, at the article RUGGERI • 

. [II] See the: Gennan work of ARNOLD, entitled K;~ lit 
Kttirur Jr.l/lork, p. 1077.-There was formerly in the famous 
~ of UF'F EN BA C H, a complete colleCtion of all the p8pera 
ralatiitlttotbt trial.of LESloYNUI, and • NIl acc:ou.at of tb" 
~cWJsa againilhim. 



~. ~~ 

'obliged to ®aDdon ,his exttavagantund~gs; c'i:f'~.' 
and thus his idle attempt came to nothing [p 1;, , S & C ~~. I. 

XXIV. The moft accurate and 'eminent of the .. q 

Atheifrs of this century, whofe fyfl:em'r.eprefented :;:: 
the Supreme Author of all things as a Being . 
bound by the eternal and immutable laws of ne.., 
ceffity or fate, was ;BENEDICT SPINOZA, a Portu-
guefe Jew. This man, wbo died at the Hogue in. 
1677, obferved, ill his conJucr" the rules of wif",: 
dam and probity, much better than many ',:,ho 
profefs themfclves Chriitians, nor did he ever en-
deavour to pervert the fentiments, or to corrupt 
the morals of thofe with whom '. he lived, or to 
infpire, in his difcourfe, ,I a contempt of re~igion or 
virtue [q J. It is true indeed, that, in hiS' writ-
ings, more efpecially in thofe that were publifhed 
after his death, he maintains openly, that God 

. and the Unh:o:/e are one and the fame Being, O1nd 
that all things happen by the eternal and immu
table law of nature, i. c. of an all-comprehending 
and infinite ,Being, that exifls and acts by an in-' 
'i:inciblc neajJity. 'fhi:; doctrine leads directly to 
confequences equally impious and abfurd; for if 
the principle now mentioned be true, each indi
vidual is his own God, or, at h:afi.~ a part of the 

[pJ See MOLLERl Cimlri:l D/rratrr, tom. i. p. 304. & {fa
log' ad Hi/lol'iam Clmfmif. Ci1'llbr. part II. cap. vi. § viii. po, 
1 G+.-LA CROZ E, Elllrcfit1ls j'ur divers j'ujl'fs d'Ilillairr, p. 400'. 

[q] The Life of SPiNOZA hag been accuratdy written by 
COLERUS, whore perfonnance was publilhed at thf Hague in 
Svo, ill the year 1706. But a mOTC ample and circumftantiiLl 
iI..:count of this lingular man has been given by LENG/,IT Dll 

F'P.tSNOV, and is prdjx~d to BOL'LAIXVILLIER'S Expoflticn 
,,1' the Dcarine of SPllWZA, which ... as publifufd at A"iJer
tkm, lUIdfr the title of Brl!ffilt, in IZmo, in the year 17 S I. 
See alfo BAYLE'S Diaiolltzry, at the article SPINO'ZA. d" La,. 
GLET Dll FUSNOY republifhed the work of COLl!RtlS, and 
added to it fevenll anecdotes and circumflances, b0170wed from 

'a Lift of Spi_(l, WTitten by ~ infamous profligate, whofe 
name was LIJCAS, and who pfal..'tifed phylic: at the Hapt. See 
klow the IllIte. [x J and (y J. ' 

univerfil 



C }.IT. l1ftiverfal I)eity, -and is; t~erefore,. i~pecCaNe o:nd 
SEC ~·1. ,perfect [r J Be that IS It may, It lS evident that 

. . _ SPINOZA was feduced ·into this monftrous fyftcm 
by the Cartefian philofophy, of which he was a 
paffionate admirer, and which was the perpetual 
fubjeB: of his meditation and ftudy. Having 

[rJ Thc1earned FABRICIUS'- in his BiU!'!!hec4 GrteC4; lib. 
v. part III. p. I '9, and JENICHI!N, in his Hijloria Spi,wujmi 
I~hnh'!ftani, p. 58-72. has given us an ample lift of the, wri. 
ters who. have refuted the [yftem of SPINOZA. The real opi. 
nion which this fubtilc [ophiii e.ntertained concerning the 
Deity, is to be learned in his Ethic!:s, that were publilhcd af. 
ter his death, and not in his "TraBaJus Theologico-Poli:icllI, 
\>ihich was printed during his life. I<'or in this latter TrMtiJr 
he reafons like one who was perfuaded that there exifrs an 
cUrt/a! Deity, diii:inB: from matter and the univcrje, who hag 
fent upon earth a religion defig.ned to form men to the praB:ice 
of benevolence and juftice, an~ ~as confirmed that religion by 
events of a 'Wonderful and f!iloni/hmg, though not of a jiJP~rna. 
illrn! kind. But in his RtI);,ks he thro ... ,s oIr the malk, ex
plains clearly his fentiments, and endeavours to demon!l:ral~,' 
that the Deity is nothing more than the 1111i~,tr:fe, producing a 
flries of nudfary movements Qr aas, in CQII{rquma oj its o'Ztm ;". 
1rirific, immutable, and irrififlible crurgy. This divcrfily of fen
timents that appears in the different productions of SPINOZA, 

j. a fu(fi<"-1ent refutation of thofe who, forming their dlihlatr 
of his fyitem from his Trat1atlls 'TIJcoiogico-Po/ili,us alone, pro'. 
nounce it Irfs pernicious, and its author lefs impious, than 
they are generally fuppo[",d 10 be. But, on the other haltQ. 
how {hall this diverfity be accounted for? Arc we to [llppole 
that SPINOZA proceeded to atheifm by gr:ldual fteps, or ~s it 
rather more pr()bable, that, during his life, he prudently COli· 

'caled his real fl'ntiments? \Vhich of there two is the cafe. 
'it iii not eafy to determine; it appears, however, from ultima
lIiet every way worthy of credit, that he never, during hii 
whole life. either made, 01" attempted t.o make, converts to 
itn:ligion; never faid any thing in public that tended to cn
courage difrefpeaful fentiments of the Suprrn1e Being. or of 
the worfllip tha.t is d\le to bim; nay, it is well &lown, 01'1 the 
c:Ol'ltniry. that, when fubjeCts of a religi01ls na:iIre were inei~ 
dentally treated in the tonne of converfation where he 1f-al pre
~nt. Ire a1~y8 expreffed himfe1f with the Iltmoil: decency en 
(be .occano!!, ,and often with a'n air of piety and ferioufnefs't'hat 
.... mal.i adapted to edify than to gi~ o~nce/ See Du 
MAIUMrr •. Vie de M. de S .. EwtmoruJ, p. Tl7. tom. i. of hil 
~ ThIS e.ppean alfo eVIdent from the Letters that I\:e 
fUhlifhed in his poiUlumous worb., 

adopted 
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adopted that ,gener:.al'priJl~iple", aDout Yfhic1i phi~ c l!i\~:t ' 
lofopber$ or ~l few ar~Jlgre~; that all rlmilies s?"c T ,~ 
nre prdfcfid by tb~ Deity in the mtdt eminent dtgre~ ;"0; 

and having added to this principle, as equally 
evident, the opinion of DESCARTES, /.hat there are 
Inly two realities in nature, thought and cxte'!.!ion, the 
one (/fentinl ~o fpirit, and the other to matter [s~; 
the 'natural confequence of this was, that he 
fhould attribute to the Deity both thefe realities~ 
even thougbt and exter!jion, in an eminent degree; 
(lr, in other words, fhould r-eprefent them as inji'" 
nite and i11l1llenfe in GOd. H-ence the' tranfition 
iecmed eafy enough to that enormous, fyftem, 
which confounds God with the Univcrfe, reprefentS 
them as one and the fame Being, and'fuppofes 
only onejuijttlnce from whence all things proceed, 
and into which they all return. It is natural to, 
obfervc lH;re, what even the friends of SPINdzA 

arc obliged to acknowledge, that this fyficm is 
Deither attendeJ with that luminous perfpicuity, 
nor that force of evidenc(;, that are proper to 
make profelytes. It ill too dark, too intricate, 
t{) allure men from the belief of thore truths re-
lating to the Deity, which the works or nature, 
and the plainefi dictates of reafon, arc perpetually 
enforcing upon the human mind. Accordingly, 
the followers of SPINOZA tell us, without hefita- ' 
tion, that it is rather by the fuggefiions of a cer-
tain ftnJe., than by the inveiligations of rea.fon, 
that his doCtrine is to be comprehended; and 
tbat it is offuch jl nature, as ~obe eafily mifunder-

c:? [I] TIle hypotheli$ of Du C~llTU is not, perhapg, re
P, refented with [Ufticient accul"a<] an,d" preduan, h" r fayin~ 
that he looked upon thought as y/cnJ,i(l1 III fpiril; and" exttnfo.rI 
lB,d!mliaJ 10 marter J fince .. is ~dl known, t11M this pbil9(o
ph.:r coniickrcd Jbougbt as the very !ffi"'~ or juhjJance at die 
foul. and t:tdtn.}M • the very !If"'rt Nld j""jlt~I/" of ma,ttcr~ 
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C IN' '1'; itOod, even by perfons of the 'greateft fagacity and 
S:C~~·I. penetrationJtJ: Tb.e difcipl~s of SPINOZA atfume 
P(' the denommauon 'of PantheIfl:s, choofingrather 

, to derive their diftinaive title from the nature of 
their doCtrine, than from the name of their maf. 

[I] There is certainly 110 man fo little acquainted with the 
charaEter of BAYLE, as to think him vOid of difcernment and 
fagacity; and yet this moll fubtile metaphylician has been ilC

cufed, by the followers of SPINOZA, of mifunderllanding and 
mifl'eprefentin~ the doctrine of that Pantheift. and confequent, 
1y of anfwer.ng it with "cry little folidity. See BAYLJo:'. 
Dillionary. at the article SPINOU. This charge is brought 
againft BAYLE, with peculiar feventy, by L. MEIER, in his 
Preface to the Pofthumous Work.s of SPIN07.A, in which, af
~er complaining of the mifreprefentations that have been given 
of the opinions of that writer, he pretends to maintain, that 
his fyllt'In was, in every point, conformable to the doarines of 
Chriitianity. BOtlL.HNVILLIERS alfo, another of SPIN07.A'S 

commentators and advocates, declares, in his preface to a book, 
whore perfidious title is mentiont'd below in note [JI J, that all 
the antagoniil:s of that famous Jew either i~orantly mifundeJ'~ 
iiood, or maliciou!ly perverted his true doanne ; his words are ~ 
Les RtJutaJions de SpinoJa m'ollt induit a juger,ou que leurs Au
tntrl ,/a'Voimt pas voulu mdtre la doflrin~, qu';& comhnttmt, dans 
14M ~idmce f'!lfiJante, ou qu'ils I' avoimt mal (1IIendue, p. r 53.
~ut now, it this be true, if the doctrine of SPIN07.A be not 
only far beyond the comprehenfion of the vulgar, but ,alfo diffi
'-'lilt to be imdcrll:ood, and liable to be miftaken and mifrepre
fentro by men of the moft acute parts and the mo.tl eminent 
~bilicies, what is the moil: obvious condufioll deducible from 
thi!l faa? It i8 plainly this, that the greatell part of the Spi
Ilofills" whofe fea is fuppofed by fame to be very numerous in 
Etlropt; have adopted the doctrine of that famous Atheift, Dot 
fo much from a conviction of its truth fowu!ed on an examiD
atiol), of its intricate contents, as from the pleafure tbey take 
iI)/!. (yAcm tllat promifes impul1ity to all traJ'1fgrefiions that do 
not come within the cogni~,ance of the civil law. and thus lets 
loofe .the. reins to ~very irregular appetite: aDd paffiOll. For it 
wbuld be fenfdefs,· in the higheft degree, to imagine, . that the 
pre_ed.multitude of tile Spinofiib, many fJf whom never-, 
0ll<.il, dftamed .• r exerCifUlk their minds in the purfuit of truth, 
or' ~oming them to plUlofophkal difcllffion, fhould an ac
CUl"Ately oamprebelld a Cyftem, which, according to their. own 
acebWrta, ¥s: efCapcd the peDCuatiOUW £'agacity"of the 
I!1'aLtdl1r('IUufes. 

ter. 



~~tlfIJtntfV:HrSTai~;tJf"thi'CHtfaat. .~, 

fer [u]. }rhe' moO: noted' :melhbers of' this C E Ii;",-: 
ltrall"'C fed were .. a phyfi'C!i:m, 'whofe name was ~VlJ,; :t 
LEW~S MEIER. [w], a certairi ~rfon called Ltf~ SECT •. ~ 

CAS; 

[ft] TOLANIi, 'unable to'put-chafe 11imfe!fa dinner, com
p()r~d and puhlifhcd, ill QI'dcr to fupply the /harp demands of 
htlng~r, an infamous and ;m,pKlCs book under the following' 
ritk~: Pantl .. ·jjlican,. fo'l) Forrmtlte cd~"ronrltZ SoCittotis S~irtt·: 
lir ... , ;11 'Tr(1 Parl;{u/as divifte ;.qlld! P_~NTHEI9TARlIM, _'/i.vt! 

fldl1lium contmen!, I. Morrs r1 Axt{)mota; I I.' Numm tt Pbi/o
("p,~if/m.. I 1 I. LiZ,rrltflem eI non fallmtern Irgrm neque fallendam.

·&c. The ddign of this book; which was publifl1ed in 8vo at' 
j.Mdoll in the year 1720, appears by the title. It was intend~ 
ed to draw :l pith!re of the licentious morals and principles' 
of his bretbrl.'n the Pantheifls under the fiaitioos ~fiPtian of" 
a Sacra/ica/Society, which ther. are reprefmted as boldirtg in 
,111 the places where theY'are dtfperfed. In the Socratical, or 
rJtiler Bacchanalian Society, defcribed in this pernicious 
work, the prdident and members are faid to cOllverfe freely on 
fem.l fuhjcc1s. There is alfo a Form or Liturgy read by the 
'prdid<:nt, who officiates as prieft:, and is :lnfwered by the' 
'lllcmhly in fuitable rt/porfts. He recommends earneftly to 
tIll" members of the rociety the care of truth, liberty, ahd 
health; exhorts them t1' guard againll fuperllition, that is re
ligion; and reads aloud to them', by way of Lfff!m, certain fe~ 
l<'~t pafrages out of CICI,RO and SENECA whlCn feem to fa
\'Our irreligion. His colleagues promife folemnly to conform: 
thrmfdvcs to his injunEi:ions and exhortations. Sometimes 
thl' whole fraternity is'fo animated with enthufiafm and joy; 
that they all raife their voices together, and fihg'certain verfe'8 
(lut of the ancient Latin poets, that an!' fuitahle to the laws and 
principles of their fect. See DES MAfz.EAl1lC, Lifl,'qf1ohn.' 
'Tolalld, p. 77 .-Bib!iofheque A7Igloi,ft, tom. viii. part It p. 
2R5. If the Pa7ltht!Jlica! communJty be l'~al1y fuch aS'it is 
here reprefented, it is not fo much the duty of wife and good 
mt'll to difpute with or refute ,Its membt"l'S, as it is the bufi.; 
ners of the civil magitlrate to prevent fuch licentious and tut-' 
bulent fpints from troublin~ the order' of feiety,. and fedu- " 
~ng honell citizens from the~r religious,pl'indplcs, and the dii. 
tie" Of their refpettive ftatiorts. ' ~i:, " i' ," 

[ow] This MEIER: was tht ~rfon • fftnflatAi iiJt~ Latin 
the pi~es thBt SPllfO'U had co'mpofed in the Duti:h la~~rua#'t 
~ho .affilled him in his Jail moments, after havI/Tg,attempted. 
1Il v;un, to remove hill' difol'der; 'and .. ho publHhe,i bis P'!l?~ 
bnoru IPorl~ with a Pn(aet. in which, with great' itnpu~ 
and !-ittle fuccefs, he' endelivoura. to prove, thllt the dOCtnne'of 
SPIMOU diffeR ill '-oothing from :bat of the Gofpd •. Miilllr.' 
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C E N ~"~~ [x], CQU~t SqUL-jUNVILf..UULS [J. 1, aQd Come 
~::f: I.gth~rs, eqpaIly con~emptiple Qn account of tlleir 
i' : -_ ' ~tiq;lenti and morals. 

xxv. The 

is alf() the author of a well-known treatife. thus entitled. ~hi. 
io.foJ!bia' Scriptur" in/noyes, Eleutherofo,li. 1666, in +to, in 
_hlch the merit and authority of the (acred writings are exa
qlined by the dictates of philofophy, that is to fay, of tile phi-
IOfgphy of Mr. }'1EIER. ' 

[xj LUCAII Wall a phyfIcian at the Hague. and waa as fa
mous for what be called hiB ~nteffences. as h~ was infamous 
00 !lccount of tbe profligacy of his mor.us. He left behind 
~im a, I,.ije of Spiooza. from whence LEI/GLIlT DU FRESNOY 

took all t~ auditions that he made to the-Life of that Atheill 
lVl"itten by COI.nul. He alfo compofed a work whicl;i is 
lUll hauded about and bou~bt, at an extravagant price, by 
thpfe in whore judgment rarity and impiety are equivalent to 
merit. This work is entitled, L' Efprit de SpinOla, and fur
pa{fes infinitely, in atheiftical profanenefa,. even thofe produc
uo.,ns of 81';11107. ... dmt are looked upon as the moft pernicious; 
to far haS this Inifcrable write-r loft fight of every dictate uf' 
prudence, and triumplu:d even over the reftraints of fuame. e 

- [y] Thi~ fertil(~ and copious, but paradoxical and. inconfi. 
I\CI1lte writer, is abundantly known by his various productior'$ 
~lating to the Hiftory and Political State of the French N~
t;on. \ly a certain prolix Fable entitled, The Life of lIIahomcl. 
a,nd by the adverfe turna of fortune that purfued him. Hi. 
charaCter was fo mack: up of inco04iftencies and COntradictiOIlS, 

that he is almolt equally chargeable wjth fuperfl:ition and a
thei1in: for though he acknowledged no other Deity thaI! tile 
univerf.e, or nature, yet he looked upon MAHOMJi1' as audiO
r~cd, by,. divine commiffion, to inftrutt mankind; and he was 
of apimon. that the fate of nations, and the deflinr of indio 
vjdujls, could be foreknown by an attentive obCenation of 
the i\:;ml. ThUB the man was, at the fUle time, IUl atheift and 
;\It Illhologer. Now this m~e,. of a ml\!ll waS greatly c~n
~med. in confequence, forfooth, of hill- ardent zeal for the 
P!#'IC pHI, to • the aJ • .;mJJe doCtrine of 8M NO" ... ~o_~e
fid,1y ~under~and the~fore he fOl'1Jlled the !~ ~
ii,p at, upo~g., ilbdlratmg. ud ~moclwting t~ .. If 

dfme'" to ,dIt dofuinea of ~ ~~ in e~ of 
PJety toOrdi!*y capacities. 'l1Us defign. . K ~~ 
Llrt, _, not to fOrtuDatdy for, tu.~ u hemigbt fo~ imfgi~; 
6~ it ~earm moll e~ently, from hi. OWII ~tollhf. 
-h'#era of S"l1I0 ZA. ~at Blo HE,. ~ ri¥: 'otht:rwntCp • 
lia4:-tc~lUed hi, doctrine &8 ~t ~ * ~ 
Qiaaw of re;UQIl, aDd utterly ddlnlaivc of aU ....I;";/A hid, 
- , , ...... ';.~-A J....,. ... 



iN,"', ftft': Kiiii:rl/,'tiiAitiimti IJ1J4PmtOSOPHV. vJ 

XXV. The Ptogrefliv~;and .. ffouriflling ftite of e l~:~' 
the arts and {deuces in, ttlt 'feventeenth century is S E c:v.:.' t 
abundanrlyknown; and we fee th~ effects, and. ' 
enjoy the fruits, of the efforts then 'made for the T~e (:I~
advancement of learning. No branch of litera- ~iva,~ a~ 
ture feeme<! to be negleCted. logic, philofophy, unproved. 

hifiory, poetry, and rhetoric; in a word, all the 
[dences that belong to the refpeCtive ,provinces of 
reafon, experience, obfervation, genius, memory, 
and imagination, were cultivated and improved 

judged rightly, and were neithtr milled by ignorance nor teme
rity. In iliort, the book of BouurNvlLLIEI.S fetthe atheifrll 
and impiety of SPUIOZA in a much more dear ~ ftriking 
light than ever they had appeared b~fore. Thjj infamOlll 
hook, which was worthy of eternal oblivion, was publiilied by 
LENGLET DU FIlESNOY, who, that it might be bought with 
J,idity, and ~ad without reluctance, pretixea to 'it the at
mcling, but perfidious, title of A Rifulatiotl of th~ Error.t of 

. CJjli'lOza; addinf$. indeeq., to it fame feparate pieces, to which 
this title may, m [orne meafure, be thought IIpplieal:lle: the 
whole title nms thus: Refutation des Erreurs de Bnimt tU Spi. 
noza, par M. de FtI'Ielon, Acbe'l.,h/UI! de Cambray, par Ie Per, 
Lam; Benedifli'l, eI par M. II Cornie de BQulai'lvillier.t, tlVrt fa 
Vir de SpiNofa, itrite par Jean Co/tru.t, minjJlre tie /' Egljfo LN.' 
therimnr d~ la Hayt, QugmcntEe de bea'Ucoup de particularitt.t tireu 
d'urte Vie Morrufrripte de ce Philofopbe, fail par lin de fi.t A.",is 
(this friend was LUCAS, the athelfti<:aI phyftcian mentioned ia 
the preceding note) Ii Brulltel!eJ, cbez FranfOi.r FoppelU, 1731, id 
12 mo. Here we fee the poi[on and the antidote joined t~
ther, but the latter perfidioully diftributcd in a manner and 
meafurc every way infufficient to remove the noxious effeCtsot 
the former: In a word, the wolf i. iliut up with tlte theq,.. 
The account and defence Df the philofophy ,of SPU~OZA, givtd 
by BOULAINVJLLIUS under the infidiout title 'of a Rejutiuirm. 
takes up the greateft part of thia book, and is placed llrft. and 
not laft in oI'Cler, as the title WOIIld infinuaV:. Befides, the 
whole contents of this motley c:olleaion arc not en~merated in 
the title; for at the end of it we 6Iid II ~rreatife, ~ 
titled, Certol1ll1l Philifophicump1'op~~ y~ Jroi". d 
Datura/U, athtrfol Jo. BU~EII"1UkGn principia" ,m. __ 
Thi it phihPJphietJ COfIIt'lYDtrfy contalna a Defence Qt t'Iic Doc
trine of S;IMOU. by BUDiUVaG,and a ReftltatioQ Of 

·that Defel'la: by ISAAC OIlODIO, ,a felrnecf Jewilb,ph~ 
atAnJltrtiatlli d1hll fitftpub1lnmlw'S'vo iD tlte'ybr ~70S. 
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'f£' ' "Jrhe., $tfZ!~1 rf,~f,~ i.~,Jilt{9',~.p~()JI~. 
e E.;.o.: T •• with remarkable f\lcc,efs thf(~ugh~;)Ut.:t~eGqriRian 
'sfc:;~' L world. ' While the h::arncd men of tliip, happy 
) (,)' , "period difeovered fuch zeal for the improvement 

of fde;nct:; their z.eal was both inflamed and di
reCted by one of the greateft and rarefl: geniufes 
that ever arofe for the inftruaion of mankind. 
This was FRANCIS BACON, LQrd VERULAM, who, 

,towards the commencement of this century, open. 
ed the paths that lead' to true philofophy in his 
'admirable works [z J. It mua. be acknowledged 
indeed, that the rules he prefcribes, to 'direCt the 
refearches of the ftudiou~, are not all praaicable. 
:amidfl: the numerous prejudices and impediments 
:to which the moil zealous enquirers are expofed 
in the purfuit of truth; and it appears plainly 
'that this great man, to whofe 'elevated and com
prehen!ive genius all things feemed eafy, was at 
'certain, times fo far carried away by the vaHnefs 
of his conceptitms, as to require from the applica
tion and, abilities, Qf men more. than thc) were ca. 
pable 'of performing, and to dcfire the end, with. 
out always examining whc:thcr the means of at
taining it were 10Gible, jit the f~1ne time. it 
:mufl: be confelTe , that a great part of the 1m· 
provements in learning, and of the progrefs in 
fcience that were made in Europe, during. this 
century~ was owing to the counfels and dirt:tnons 
of this extraordinary man. This is more efpe
~iaUy :.true of the improvements that were made 
in natural philofophy, to which noble fdence 

. Cr.] More efpecially in ~j~ Treatife D~ D,:.;nitate eI fiug. 
ftrinth Stimtian/nl, and in his NG'Vum 01"ganllm. See the Life 
bf that great man that is prefixed to t1u:: laft ~dition of hiQ 
Works, pu_d hy AgJ/ar, in four. volumes ill jDlw.-Bib!w. 
1D<'l"e Brilfln;;ique. tom. l!;V. p,ufl.-In Ur, MA,Lt.1!T·. Life 
~r ~8f~~ there is a partiQ;ular an~ intercftillg account.of· his 
pOhle attempt to ref 0111;1 the miferhblephilofophy that pre. 
~ed before' his ti., See alfo VOLT.AII\i, MelaRglJ a. 
.t;~tJtm" /lee. in t~ fOUt"Ul "ol\lme \If lu. W. ork~ chaJ? x'iv~ 
r;,~:a~· . . 

.B~\(;f,)H 



f'ht,~, tf;1.ltAJl'NtNG ,PJllf!'Hff-oiOl1Hy;' " 

BACON did, fncb importantfervice,as is alone c E 'N'~ 
[ufficient to render hi,,: name immortal. I-k s xvtr,t. 
Qpened the eyes of thore who ~d heen led blind!. _ F.( T. , 

fold by the dubious authority of traditionary fyf-
terns, and the uncertain direCtory of hypothefis 
and conjeCture. He led them to Nature" that 
they might confult that oracle direaly and near 
at hand, and receive h€;r anfwers'; and, by the 
introduCl:ion of experimental inquiry, he placed 
philofophy upon a new and folid bafis. It was 
thus undoubtedly that h~ removed the 'prejl1di~es 
of former times, which led men to confi.dcr all 
human knowledge as· circumfcdbed within the 
bounds of Greek and Latin erudition, aIlfi an ac .. 
quaintan'Ce with the more elegant a~d liberal arts ;' 
and thus, in the vaft regions of nature, he opened 
fcenes of inftruCtion and fcielKe, which, although 
hitherto unknown or difregarded, were infinitely 
more noble and fublime, and much more produc-
tive of folid nourifhment to the minds of the 
wife, than that kind of learning that was in vogue 
before his time. ' 

XXVI. It is remarkable~ in general, that the More .fpo
r • f I L' Jof:. 1 l ' d cl.Uy the IClenCeS 0 natura P 'Jlto.tIJPI)Y, 11lattJcmattcs, an . Mathom ... 

(fflronomy, were carried in this century, in all ,the tICS. 

nations of Europe, to fuch a high degree of pet--
feaion, that they feemed to rife, all of a fudden, 
from the puny weaknefs of infancy to a ftate of 
full maturity. There is certainly no fort of .com· 
parifon between the philofophers, mathematicians, 
and afironomcrs of the fixteenth and feventeenth 
centuries. The former look like pigmies, when 
compared with the gigantic ftature of'the latter:. 
At the head of thefe latter appears G-4,J.ILE1, the 
ornament of natural fdtmce in Italy, who was eJl
couraged, in his afironomical refearches 'and dif. 
coverie$, by the munific~ proteaion ()f 
the Grand Dukes of 'T 1.fftan, [4:1:, Mter this arofe. 

[IJ) ~ HEt1MAJI'8,.AS4 Phi/ofopl. part XlV. p. 261. pert 
X\t. P.·+6i. part XVIL P. 8oJ. ' . 
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" • Stall., bAll.We -"'1stI"'''' 
eEl( 1'. in Fran.ce DEBC_UlTES ·and GASSE'Wm., .wnD left 
,h~"!): I .. • hind them a greatnurnber .of enunent difci}'les. 
!" '.In DC11,tnarlt TYCliO DRAllE j mEnglandBoYloEand 

NEWTON; in Germany KEPLER, HEVELlUS, and 
LEIBNITZ; and in Switzerland the 'two BER.. 
NOULJ,.I. Thefe philofophers of the firfi magni. 
tude, if I may ufe that expreffion, excited fuch a 
{ph'it .of emulation in Europe, and were followed 
by fuch a multitude of admi1"ers and rivals, that, 
if we except thofe countries. that had not yet 
emerged from a {tate of ignorance and bubarifm, 
there was fcarcely any nation that could not boafl: 
of poffeffing a profound mathematician, a famous 
afironomer, or an eminent philofopher, Nor 
were the dukes of 'Fufrany, however diftitlguilhed 
by their hereditary zeal for the fciences, and their 
liberality to the learned, the only p2.trons of phi
lofophy a~ this tim.e; finee it is well known that 
the monarchs of Great Britain and France, 
CHARLES II., and LEWIS XIV., honc~ured the 
fciences, and thofe that cultivated them, with 
their proteCtion and encouragement. It is to the 
munificence of thefe two princes that the Royal 
Society of London, and the Academy of Sciences at 
Pafh, owe their origin and eftablifhment, their 
privileges, honours, and endowments; and that 
we, of confequence, are indebted fartne jJlter~lt. 
i.ng difcoveri.es that have been made by thde t'*O 
learned bodies, tlle end of whofe inftitution is the; 
iudy and iavefiigarion of na~ure, and ~he culture 
.fall thofe arts' and fciences that lead to truth, 
;md arc: ufeful to mapkind [b J. Thefe e{t~lifh· 

t6:1 Tl1~ ~}iI\pry oftbf; Royal Societ, oj L(Jlltion, was f'u~lhert 
by')j.~;Sp.kA1"J~ 4ttJ, fit· the year .7~2 -. Seethe Btjliotb. 
~. ifl.' ttIm,.~. p . I.. The lilA. orr of the ACatUm. ~ ~ .piJJsrJ 
.: ~ ~~poacd by fOl;HI}£L\.l;. T~ f~er will find a 
.~pr~, tx:twt~Il... two l.I:;u:ne4 ~e8 ~the (ourth =:." tpt WI>. r .... ,. VO!,'rAI':~. entid.e~ Mtlan.lu ~ 
.' . '. II ih PIiJ~ ~.ca.p. 4Vl. pt' 3 r 7\ 
. ,',".,,,.,", . " ' " ," t 

. ltJl: .. 'A 1II",1t~ bt~i;,;; .. ample hj~ of t1u. ~ :;;;:rt'J I~~)' ~ec:n COlDFofc4 ad pubYJhcd ~,Dr. BJjI.G",. it.t.~. 



~\fiWI~~JlbllH'n\fa"'Pm~. " ' 

1nellts, lWd 'the'~quirie& ,~ 'Wet-~ fo naturally c ~vi~. 
adapted to -encourage and':'Promote, proved not s £ C T ~ r. 
only beneficial, in the higheft degree, to the civil . .. 
interefts of mankind, but wete alfo produaive of 
inefl:imable advantages to the caufe of the true reli. 
gion. By thefe enquiries, the empire of fnperIHtion, 
which is always the bane of genuine piety, and often 
a fource of rebellion and calamity in fovereigu 
flates, was greatly fhaken ;by them the fiCtitious 
prodigies, that had fo long held miferabl~ mar. 
tals in a ,.,ainful flate offervitude and terror, ,vere 
deprived of their influence; by them riatural re-
ligion was built upon folid foundations, and it" 
Iultrated with admirable perfpicuity andeyide.nce; 
as by ~em the infinite perfeClions of the Su-
preme Being were demonftrated with the utmoft 
dcarne[s and force from the frame of the univerfe 
in general, and alfa from the ftruccure of its va-
rious parts. 

XX VII. The improvements made in Hill:ory, Hifiol)', 

and more efpecially the new degrec$ of light that 
were thrown upon the ancient Hiftory of the 
church, were of eminent fervice to the callfe of 
v.cnuine Chriftianity. For thus the original fources 
and reafons of ~any abfurd opinions and inftitu-
tions, which antiquity and cuftom h~d rendered 
[acred, were difcovercd and expofed in their pro-
per colours; . and innumerable' errors that had 
poifeife.d and perplexed the anxious fpirits ,of the 
credulous and fuperftitious fllultitude; were bap. 
pily deprived of their authority and influence. 
Thus, ofconfequence, the «;heel'ful light of Truth, 
~nd the calm .!epofe ~nd tranquillity that attend 
It, arofe upon the mmds of,'many, . and hu~ 
life was delivered from the crimes that have 'bEen 
fanCtified ~ fuperftition, and, from -the ttmutta 
and agitations in which it. 1MB' fo • lliva!.ved 
unhappy, ~ls. Th.' e ad., vanta. getr·thar "BoWeq 
hwa.lh.G imnTnV~ of hiftorical' knuwledge'are 

, " r"" , bOth 



,. 0,-.&t4tl. :~L£AaN:tNG .. a~~I'~ •• 
e F. N. T. both inn\1m~able .and ineftimable. By thic 
s 'gxcv~: I. many pious andexceUent perIons, whom igno. 
:. .. ranee .or.maJice had branded with the ignomi-

nious title of Heretic:, were .. delivered from reo 
proach, . recovered theIr good fame, and thus were 
fecured againft the malignity of fuperftition. By 
this it appeared, that many of .thofe religious con· 
troverfies, which had divided nations, friends, and 
families, and involved fo often fovereign {tates in 
bJoorllhed, rebellion, and crimes of. the moll: 
horrid kind, were ~wing to the mofi trifling and 
contemptible caufes:l to the ambiguity and ob· 
feurity of certain theological phrafes and terms, 
to fuperftition, ignorance, and envy, to ghofily 
pride .and ambition. By this it was demonfirated, 
with the JuBdl: evidence, that many of thofe reo 
ligious rites and ceremonies, which had been long 
confidereq as of 4ivi)1e infiitutioll, were derived 
from the moil: inglorious [ources, being either 
borrowed from the manners and eufioms of bar
barous nations, or invented with a defign to de
ceiye the ignorant and credulous, or dictated by 
the idle vifions of fenfelpfs enthufiafm. By this 
the ambitious intrigues of the bilhops )andother 
minifiers of religion, who, by per~dious aTt~, had 
encroached upon the prerogatives· of the throne, 
~[urped a ctmfiderable part of its authority:~d 
r~venues, and held princes in fubjeaion to their 
y_oke by terrors of the church, were brought to 
~ght. And, to mention no more infiances, it 
,!§1S., by the lamp of Hiftory that thofe councils, 
llVh()fe decrees had fo long been regarded as infai.. 
libl'e and facred, and revered as the diaates of 
c~lenial wifdQIll, were exhibited to the attentive 
qb.(e,rver ~ aJfemblies, where an odious mixture of 
ig~ranCe and knavery very frequently. prefided. 
~ happy .~perieIQJ in there latter times, fur., 
~ .~~Iy 141n1t.aI!ces Q~ the falutary efi'eds of, 
~UD~ difcovenes on the Llate of .~, . 

Chri1£iin 
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Chriftian '~~UMIa, and.:on.tlle~diti(mof ap 'itse~JJ~~' 
members. Hence flow that ~emty and modera:- SECT. ',a. 
tion that are m\ltuaUyexer~ifed by thofe who dif-
fer from one another in their religious fentiments ; 
that prudence and caution that are ufed in eft i-
mating opinions and deciding controverfies; that 
protection and fuppott that are granted fo )Den of 
worth, when attacked by the malice of bigotry; 
and that vifible diniinlltion of the errors, frauds, 
crimes, and cruelties, with which fuperllition 
formerly embittered the pleafu,res of human life, 
and the enjoyments of focial.intercourfe. 

XX VIII. Many of the doaots of this century 
applied themidves, with eminent fucceff~ to ..the 
1t1.,ldy of Hebrew and Greek literature, and 'of the 
Oriental languRf(es and antiquities~And,. al 
their ptogrefs in thefe kinds of erudition was ,ra-
pid, fo, in many inftances, watli~he ufe they rnade 
of .hem truly excellent and laudable. Fnr, hy 
thefe [uccours, they were enabled to throw light 
on many difficult paffages of the facred wri tings 
lhat had been ill underHood and injudicioufiy 
,applied, and which fome had even employed in 
fupporting erroneous opinions, and giving a 
pldufible colour to pernicious doctrines. Hence 
it happened, that many patrons and promoters of 
popular notions, and vifionary and groundlefs fan~ 
cics, were deprived of the fallacious argumenfs hy 
which they maintained their errors. It carimo! 
alfo be denied, tllat the caufe of religion received 
confiderable benefit from,the labours of tho fe, who· 
either endeavoured to preferve the purity· a~ 
elegance of the Latin.language, or who, behold .. 
ing with emulation the example oLthe French, 
~mployed tl.)eir indufrry in improving. and poJi1k-
~,ng the lallgu~ge$ of their refpeaive. countries .. , 
'For it muft be evidently both honourable and 
<i.dvantageo\ls 'to the ChriftianchUf4bto have il-
waYi in it.&·,bofom men of leaining,"'qtdlified"'tif' 

.. write 

The (ludy 
of elo
quence and 
tile lan
gua£c~. 



',sftt 6lMf:'Lb.ltffN'''':~~ 
eo I. If 1' . ..trite and 1 difeo:urfe.\Jltc)ll tWfilogkal ;·r1.t~s 
'8;::'~ 't. with p1:eci1iorr, eIeg:lrite, eafe, Us ~kmitj', 
___ th~t fQ the igDOrant and pe~ :may be atktted 

to receive irtfi:ruttion, and alfo be able fG com.. 
pr~hend with facility the inftruClions they re
ceIve. 

"""c '1"~ of XXIX. The rules of ft'idtality and praClied, 
•• turc U L· h I ·d d ,. h r. ' d . . by .udiedwitb WnlC were al 'own In t e lacre 1VTltmgs 
aI1eIition. CBUST and his apaftles', a(fumed an ativantage. 

ous .form, received new illuftrations, and were 
fupported upon new and folid principles, when 
that great fyftem of law, that refults from the 
conftitution of nature, and the dictates of right 
nafon, began to be ftudied with mOre diligence, 
and invefiigated with more accuracy and, perfpi
cuity than had been the cafe in preceding ages. 
In, thit fublime ftudy of the law of nature, the 
irrimortal GaoTI. led the way in his excellent 
book Concerning the Rights of War and Peace j and 
ruch was the dignity and importance of the fub
jed, that his labours excited the zeal and emula
tion of men of the mon eminent genius and. abi
lities [c], who turned their principal attention to 
this noble fcience. How much the labours of 
thefe great men contributcd- to a11ifi: the minifi:t'rs 
of the GofprJ, both in their difcourfes and writ
ings, concerning the duties and obligations of 
€briftians, may, be ea.fily feen by comparing the 
'~s of a pra&ical kind that have been publifh
'W' fmee the period now under confideTation, with 
thofe that 1Pel'e in vogue before that time. r .. Th«e'is'fear~ly ir difcaurfe upOn any fubjetl: 
.• Chriftian ,morality, bow! inconfiderabH:'foever 
it JD.aY! be; that elba not bear £ome muks of the 
iallpnrfetllent, which vtas introduc:Ed into the 
Ioialce ofmorak bytb.afe great men, wbo ftudied 

~,}\ , "See AD.-.li'lh)).GLAFBT ...... Ji,"" NQ#rW,; .
~,."""hiI ~-., :lllrif ~#:P .GmtiPr. 

that 
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that f~ i~ ... ~ . p~th~ f#.,na.tw'~ in the £:ante c ~"IJ;· 
and cowututJOn of ratlqaal and moral bemi', SECT. '" 
and in the .relatip~· by which they are rendered .. ,*' 
members of o~lC great family, under the infpec ... 
tion and government of one~CUllmon and uni .. 
verral [dJ Parent. J It is wiqueftionably certaiD~ 
that flnce this perwd the dictates of natural law, 
and the duties of Chrifiian morality, have been 
more accurately defined; certain evangelical 
precept$, whofe nature a,nd fOun4a.tions were but 
imperfed:ly comprehended in the times ·of old, 
more clearly iUuftrated; the fuperiority which 
diftinguilhes the mora-lity of the ,Gofpel from that 
courfe of d\l:ty that i.s deducible from fhe Il!ere 
light of natur~ more fuUy demonftrated; IIJ;ld 
thofe common notions and general principtes,. 
which are the foundations of moral obligation, 
and are every way adapted t~ "difpcl all doubts 
that may arife, arul all contrcw.erfies that may. 
be fia.rted, concerning ,the nature of eVaJ1selical 
righteoufn.efs and virtue, ellabliilied with greater 
evidence and certainty. It may alfo be addeq. 
that the impiety of thofe infidelll whp have had 
the effrontery to maintain, that the precepts. uf 
the Gofpel ar,e contrary to the diaates. of found 
feafon, repugnant to the conJUtution of our na ... 
ture, inconfiftent with the interefts of civil fo-
dety, adapted to enervate the mind, and to draw 
men off from the bullnefs, the duties, and enjoy-
ments of life [e], has been much more tri umph .. 
antly refuted in the feventeenth and e~ghteenth 
centurie&, than in any other period of the Chli£,.. 
tian ch \Jr.dl. 

xxx. To 



,r. 
t .1 14' 't.' XXX. Tb there . refl~aions upon th,e'f·ft:ate· ~l 
~lcV::~' L !,carning ~d. fcience i~ general, it may ~ot be 
---,,--' Improper to add a partIcular and feparate account 
it!o g~~:o~f bf the progrefs and revolutions of philofophy in 
~eliaft ~n:. the ChrHHan fchools. At the beginning of this 
':;'~p1y~~ century aIm oft all the European philofophers 

were divided into two claffes, one of which com
prehended the Peripatetics, and the other the 
Chemlfls, or Fire.philofophcrs, as they were often 
fiiled. Thefe two daffes contended warmly for 
many years which fhould have the pre-eminence; 
and a great number of laboured and fubtile pro
duCtions were publifhed during the courfe of this 
philofophical conteft. The Peripatetics were in 
poffeffion of the profelforfhips in almoft all the 
khools of learning, and looked upon all fuch as 
prefumed, either to rejeCt, or even amend the 
dqt'trines of ARI8'foTLE, as objeCts of indigna
tion, little lefs 'criminal than traitors and rebels. 
It is however obfervable, that the greatefl: part of 
thefe fupercilious and perfecuting doctors, if we 
except thofeof the academies of 'Tubingen, Altor:[, 
,uliers, and Leipfic, were lees attached to'A:IU
STOTI.},; himfelf than to his modern interpreters 
and commentators. The Chemtfls fpread them
{elves through almoft all Europe, and affumeJ the 
bbfcure and ambiguous title of Rrfccrucian Bre~ 
ihren (I], which drew it firft forne degree of re-

. fpeet,' 

, r fJ The title of Rnftcrucians evidently denotes the chemical 
pRiltifophcTlI, and thofe who blended the. dadrines of religion 
with the ti:crds of dlt:miftry. The denominati?D itfdf ~ 
drawn from the fcicncc of chemiftry; and they only who ate 
acquainted with the peculiar language of the chemifts caD un· 
defl\:and-its truefi~lIi1icatioll and energy. It is not compoulld
~,::as ~m~y iltl~tIIe, of the two words raja. al\(lcru~, wbic~ 
figmty roJ( 'and c''''fr, hut of the latter of thefe words, an!:l the 
Latin word 1"01, which fignifies Jew. Of all natural bodies; 
dtrwi. the moll powerful d.iffolvl.'nt orgold. The~ft, in !he 
c:bmricd ftyk, is equivalent to light; becaufe th.e figure of the 
clOts Xc:tliibits, at the fame time, the three letten·ol which 

the 



fpea, as,it feem~ to- be _ bO-.ed ft~ the arms' e :1;m~., 
of LUTHElt., _ which were-a C!O/S placed upon a fo/e. S E-<! T •• ; i, 
They inveighed ag~in(t. the Peripatetics with a 'i" 

fingular degree -'of bitternefs and animofity, re .. 
prefented them as corrupters both of religion and 
philofophy, and publifhed a multitude of trea-
tifes againfl: them, ~hichdifcovered little eife than 
their folly and their. malice. At the head of thefe 
fanatics were ROBERT FLUDD [g], a native of 
England, and a man of furprifing genius; JACOB 

BEI:[MEN, a iliae.maker, wha lived at Gorlitz; 
and MICHAEL MAYER [h J. Thefe leaders of 

the word lux, i. e. light is compounded. ~ow lux _ is called 
by this fea the JHd or mt!'!f1rumtthe red dragon; orJ in other 
words, that grofs and corpore light, which, when properl, 
digefied and modified, produces gold. . From aU thIS It 
follows, that a R(J(ecrucian philofopher'is one who, by the in
tervention and affillancc of the dew, (l'jZks for light, or, in 
'other words, the fublhmce called the i'rfilo[oph,'r' J'. )lImf'. All 
other explications of this term arc falfc ana chimerical_ The 
interpretations that are givtn of it by the chemilts, who love, 
on all occafions, to involve themfelves ill intricacy and dllrk
IItfs, are invented merelv to deceive thofe wl)o are itranrrs to their mylh:rics. The true energy and meaning of thia 
utnominat~on of R~fecrucians did not cfcap~ t1~e-p(nct"l:tion 
and fagaclty of GASSENDI, as appears by Ins Exrtmro P/1ll0f0-
phite Fluddarllt, § xv. tom. iii. opp. p. 261. It was. howevcrr 

JliU more fully explained by RF.Jl/AUDOT, a famous French 
phyfician, in his CO'J{crmce.s Puhiiqllcs, tom. 4. p. 87. Thel-e 
j" a great number of materials and anecdotes rclatinii to the 
fcaternity, rult"s, obfervanceR, and writings of the ROjN:rudQr.s 
(who made fnch a noife in this century), to be fuund in Aa..: 
I!OLDI'S Kirchro.llnd K~tzer Hiflorie, part II. p. I I 14-

[gJ See for an ac~ount of this tin~lar man, from whofe 
writings JACOB HEMMEN derived aU hiS my-tl:ical and raptu. 
rous doarine, WOOD'S Athm.e Oxonienfts, vol. i. p. 6[0, aftef 
HijJor: et Attfirq. Academ;. (kosU:llfil, lib. ii. p. 3CS.-For' 
an account of HEL.MOKT, father and [on. fee HE."'_ WITTS. 

~:-1IIQr. Pbilojoph.- JOACH. FUD. FELL£!., in ltfij}:eUan.Leih
IUtltln.--8e1leral writers betides AIlNOLDI hav~ gl'n:a an ac:.
Cl>unt of JACOB BEMMEN *. 

(6) See MOLUI.I Cimlrill Literafa. lOU!. i. P1'I376. . . 

• Sre for a (unJ.er account or JIICO. B&II/o1Uf SZC:T. II. P.u,," n. 
CHU_ 1. \ x,:-. ofchilJ1iftWl" 
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01t If T.the fea: ~,W_~'·by· JOHN·&.P1~.~'·1JEt. 
"~ 1. MONT, aI\fl his ~ F~ANJ!IS; CstusTl .. UlKttrol. 
~ .. ', IllUS 1)1; 1l0B£NROTH, K.11U's.. .. ~, NOLl.IUSs SPER. 

BE;a, and many others of various fame. \. A1l uni. 
formity of opinion, and a fpirit of concord, feem 
£Car.cely pollible in fuch a fodety as this. For as 
a great part of it!'! doCtrine i~ derived from cer. 
tain internal feelings, and certaill flights of ima. 
gination, which can neither be comprehended nor 
clefined, and is fupported by certain teftimonies 
of the external fenfes, wkofe reports are, equally 
illufory and claangeable; fo it is remarkable, 
that, among the more eminent writers of this 
rea, there are fcarcely any two who adopt the 
fame tenets and fentiments. There are, never· 
tbelers" fame commo~ principles that are gene. 
raUy embraced, a,nd. that ferve as a centre' of 
union to the f<Wety. They aU maintain, that 
the difi"oIution ol'bOdi~, by the power of fi,re, j~' 
the only way through whIch men can arnve at 
true wifdom, and come to difcern· the firft prin-

. cirlcs of things. They all acknowledge a cer
tam analogy and harmony between the powers of 
nature and the doCtrines of religion, and believe 
that the Deity governs the kingdom of grace by the 
fame laws with which he rules the kingdom of l1a· 
ture j and hence it is that they employ chemical 
d.eoQmiuations to expr,efs the truths of religion, 
~y; aU hold, that there is a fort of divine energy 

. or [qui diffufed· through the frame of the univcrfe, 
wliich fome call Arch4us~ others the Ullivctfal Spi. 
~ and which others mention under different ap
pellations. They all talk in the moft obfcure 
and fuperilitious manner of what they call th. 

JiI.1I4turcs of things, of the power of the ftarsover -an corporeal beings, and their particular influence 
upon the hurnaa race, of the efficacy of magic, 
awl the v.arious ranks and orders of demons. In' fine: thev all anee in thtowirut out .the molt 

, . elude. 
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crude, incomprehenfible notions· and ideas, . in the, ~ ! W. +~ 
moll obfcure, ,lIaint, and unufual expreffions. S E~V:::;j. 

XXXI.· This controverfy between the ChemiJIs .. 
and Peripatetics was. buried in fi~ence and oblivion ra~~:~~o
as foon as a new and more feemly form of philo .. Gatrendi. 

fophy was prefented to the world by two great 
men, who reflec9:ed. a luftre upon the. French na-
tion, GASSENDI and DES CARTES. Thefotmer, 
whofe profound knowledge of mathematics and 
afhona,w.y was accompanied with the moil: en-
gaging 1-eloquence, and an acquaintance with all 
the various branches of folid erudition and polite 
literature, was canon of Digne, and profetTor of 
mathematics at Paris. The latter, whp was a 
man of quality and bred a foldier, furpatred the 
greateR part of his cotemporaries in acutenefs, 
fubtilty, and extent of genius, though he was 
much inferior to GASSENDI in point of learning. 
In the year 1624, GASflENDI attacked ARISTOTLE, 
and the whole fea of his commentators and fol .. 
lowet<s, with great refolution and ingenuity [i1 ; 
but the refentment and indignation which he 
drew upon himfelf from all quarters by this bold 
attempt, and the fweetnefs of his natural tertlper, 
which made him an enemy to ditTention and con-
teft, engaged him to deiHl, and to fufpend an en~ 
terprife that, by oppofing the prejudices, was fo 
adapted to inflame the paffions of the learned. 
Hence no more than two books of the work he 
had compofed againfl: the Arifiotelians were made 
pUblic; the other five were fuppreifed [jJ. He 
alfo wrote againft FLUDD, and, by refuting him7 

{Jj" [iJ The title of his book againil: the Arit1ote~8 is 88 

fo~lo~ ': ExmltationUfll paratioKica",!" aJwrjru .driJlottkw 
l.ilm VII. in quWw prltcijnla tolrul Peripatdiu Do8rilill flin. 
(1t1mt;~/a t:ccutillllhlr. OpIni_ 'DfI"O. IiUII e,,; 'fJthljiiflrilJUI OhjO/d16. 
/lflIJJltuntur. • 

[j] See ~17allal!LL, rill tie G.A.ttENDI, P. 17. & 23-

Vo(.. v. G refuted 
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C :'VN T. refuted at the iiutte' time the Rofecrucian Br~hre,j ; 
SEC ~~ I. and here the ArifrQtelians feemed to behold his 
--'- labours with a favourable eye. After having 

overtutne~ feVeral falfe and viftonary fyfrems of 
philofophy, he began to think of fubilltuting 
fomething more folid and fatisfaEtory in their 
place; and -in purfuanceof this defign he proceed
ed with the utmofr circumfpeawn and caution. 
He recommended to others, and followed himfelf, 
that wife method of philofophical inveftigation, 
which, with a flow and timorous pace, rifes from 
the objects of fenfe to the difcuffions of reafon, 
and arrives at truth by affiduity, experiment, and 
an attentive obfervation of the laws of nature; 
or, to exprefs the fame thing in other worJs, 
GASSENDI frruck out that judicious method, 
which, by an attention to facts, to the changes 
and motions of the natut:al world, leads by de
grees to general principles, and lays a folid foun
dation for rational enquiry. In the application 
of this method, he had recourfe chiefly to mathe
matical fuccours, from a perfuafion that demon
ffration and certainty were the peculiar fruits of 
that accurate and luminous fcience. He drew no 
affiftance from the fcience of metaphyfics, which 
he overlooked from an opinion that the greateft 
par~ of its rules and decifions were too precarious 
to fatisfy a fincere inquirer, animated with the 
loye of truth [k J. 

The C~rte- XXXII. DES CARTES followed a very diHe
=:~ilg- rent method in his philofophital refearches. He 

abandoned the mathematics, which he had at firft 

[I] See GUSENDt'S InJlilutitmel' Pbilofophi4; a diffi.zfe pro
ductioD, which takes up the two firft volumes of his \vocks. 
aJ}d in which hi' principal defiscn is to Ihew, that thofe opi. 
aions, of both the ancient aWl modem- philofophers, which 
are deduced from mctaphyflClll principles, have little folidity. 
a~ ~ generally dcfeaive i1\ point of cvi~c and Perfpi
cwtv. 
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looked upon as the tree of knowledge,- and. em. c EN,~ 
ployed the.fcienee of abaraa ideas, ot metaphy- s;:~~· 
fics, in the inveiligation of truth. . Having ac.. " . 
cordingly laid down a few plain ge~era1 princi-:-
pies, which feemed to be deduced lmmediately 
from the nature of man, his firfi: bufinefs 'was to 
form dijlinCf notions of Deity, matter,. foul, body, 
fpace, the univerfe, and the various parts of which 
it is compafed. From thcfe notions, examined 
with attention, compared hnd combined together 
according to their mutual relations, tonneftions, 
and refe~nblances, and reduced into a kind of 
fdtcm, he proceeded fi:ill further, and made ad-
I~lirable ufe of them in reforming thf other 
branches of philofophy, and giving them a new 
degree of {lability and confifience. This he ef-
fected by conneding aU his branches of philofo .. 
phical reafonings in fuch a manner, that principIa 
and COl1/cqucnccs followed each other in the mofl: ac .. 
curate order, and that the latter feemeJ to flow from 
the former in the moll: natural manner. This me-
Thod of purfuing truth could not fail to attraet the 
:llimiration of many: and fo indeed it happened; 
for no fooner had DES CART~S publifhed his dif. 
covcries in philofophy, than a confidctable num-
ber of eminent men, in different parts of Europe~ 
\\ho had long entertained a high difgufi: againft the 
inelegant and ambiguous jargon of the [ehools, 
adopted thefe difcoveries with zeal, declared their 
upprobation of the new fyftem, and expreffed their 
ddirc that its author fhould be fubfl:ituted in the 
place uf the Peripatetics, as a philofophical guide 
to the youth in the public feminarics of learning. 
On the other hand, the Peripatetics, or Arifiote .. 
lians, feconded by the influence of the clergy, 
who apprehended that the cawe of religion was 
aimed at and endangered by thefe philofophical 
innovations, made a prodigious noife, aud left no 
means unemployed to prevent the downfal of 
their old fyftem, and to diminHh the growing reo: 

G z puta.tion 
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C EJ: T. putation of the new philofophy. To execute this s;c ~~ I. invidious purpofe with the more facility, they not 
'" only accufed DES CAR. TES of the moIl: dangerous 

and pernicious errors, but went fo far, in the ex
travagance of their malignity, as to bring a charge 
of Atheifm againft him. This furious zeal of the 
Ariftotelians will not appear fo extraordinary, 
when it is confidered, that they contended not 
fo much for their philofophical fyftem as for the 
honours, advantages, and profits they derived 
from it. The'l'heifophifls, Rofecrucians, and Che. 
11lijl.r, entered into this conteil: againft DES 

CAR TES, but conduB:ed themfelves with more 
moderation than the Ariftoteliam, notwithftand
ing their perfuafion that the Peripatetic philofo. 
phy, though chimerical and impious, was much 
Icfs intolerable than the Cartefian fy item [lJ. The 
confequences of this difpute were favourable to 
the progrefs of fdence; for the wifer part of the 
European philofophers, although they did not at 
all adopt the fcntiments of DEC; CARTES, ,vert! 
nevcrthelefs encouraged and animated by his ex
ample to carryon their enquiries with more free
dom from the rdl:raints of tradition and per[anal 
authority, than they had formerly done, and ta 
throw refolutely from their necks that yoke of 
fervitude, under which ARISTOTLE and his fol
lowers had fa long kept them in fubjeCtion. 

r:.l1',ndi X X XIII. The moft eminent contemporaries 
th. chief f 1) (.... I d d . I h jr .dverfaryo(O ES ,ARTES1.ppaU e, mgenera, t eeTorts 
De.. Canes. he made towards the reformation of philofophy, 

and that noble refolution with which he broke 
the fhacldes of magifterial authority, and itrack 
out new paths, in which he proceeded without a 
guide, in the fear.eh after truth. They alfo ap
proved of his metho4 of arifing, with caution and 

[1] Ree 13Au.t.n, r.:! d,.'D!s CA\l.TEs.-As alfo the Gmeral 
IJ{tj;"flUt;.I'. at the article DEs C.UTES. ' .. 

accuracy, 
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a.ccuracy, from the moft fimple, and; 'as it were, C INT. 

the primary diaat~s of reafon and' nature, to S F,XCv;~ t~ 
truths and propofitlons of a more complex and,' • 
intricate kind, and of admitting nothing as truth, 
that was not clearly and diJlinEfly apprehended as 
futh. They went ftill further, and unanimoufly 
acknowledged, that he had made moil: valuabJe 
and important difcoveries in philofophy, and had 
demonftrated f~veral truths which, before his 
time, were received upon no other eviden'C~ than 
that of tradition and conjecture. But thefe ac
krwwlcdgrnents did not hinder fome of thofe 
who made them with the greatefi fincerity, from 
finding feveral eift:ntial defetls in the p~i1ofophy 
of this great man. They looked upon his ac-
c,lunt of the caufes and principles of natural 
things to be for the mofl: part hypothetical, 
founded on fancy rather than experience. Nay, 
they attacked the fundamental principles upou 
which the whole fyfl:em of his philofophy was 
built, [uch as his ideas of the Deity, of the un i-
vcrfe, of matter and fpirit, of the laws of motion, 
and other points that were connected with there. 
Some of thefe principles they pronounced uncer-
tain; others of a pernicious tendency, and adapt .. 
cd to engender the molt dangerous errors; others 
again they confidered as directly contrary to th~ 
language of experience. At the heJel of thele 
ohjectors was his own fellow-citizen G ASSEND1, 

who had made war before him upon the AriRo-
telians and Chemifts; who, in genius" was his 
equal; in learning, by much his fuperior; anq 
whofe mathematical knowledge was moil; un-
common and extenfive. This formidable advetl-
iary diret1:ed his firH attacks agaimtFthe metaphy. 
flcal principles, which fupported die whole nru~ .. 
ture of the Cartefian philofophy. He then pro-
ceeded ilill furthet; and, in the plac;e of the phy-
fical fyftem of DES -CAR TES, ftibftituted one that 

G 3 refembled 
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c ~ lJ T. refemb1ednot a little the natural philofophy of 
s.x:~~\ I. EPICURUS, 'though far fupedor to it in folidity, 
• much more rational, confifient, and perfea, being 

founded not on the iIlufory vifions of fancy, but 
on the teftimony of fenfe an!! th~ diCtates of expe
rience [TIl]. This new and fagacious obferver of 
nature had not many followers, and his difciples 
were much Iefs numerous than thore of DES CAR

TES. But what he, wanted in number, was fuffi
ciently cOOlpenfated by the merit and reputation 
of thofe who adopted his philofophical fyftem; 
for he was followed by fome of the moft eminent 
men in Europe, by perfons dillinguifhed in the 
higheft degree, by their indefatigable application 
and their cxtenfive knmvledge both of natural 
philofophy and mathematics. It is aBo obferv
able that he had but few difcipks in his own coun
try; but' among the Englijh, who in his time 
were remarkable for their application to ftudies 
of a phyfical and mathematical kind, a confider
able number adopted his plrilofophical fyflem. 
Nay, it is remarkable, that c\Tl1 thore eminent 
philofophcrs and divines, filch as \tV HrCHCOT, 

GALE, CUDWORTH, and MORl:, who elltered the 
lifts with HOBnFS (whore doi:1:rine ca:ne nearer t:> 
the principles of GASSENDl than to the fyftcm of 
DES CARTES), and revived ancient Pbtonifm in 

t m ] See his Difquy,ti? jl,f(/al'krfi~a. fru Dut'itatjone,r rt InJun
t~tI Ud':c'Ffus C(I~'/1ii "ldlip~1icl'm, tI k1l,olifa, which are pub
l1fud III the thu'd volume of hi~ work~, p. z1!3.-DERNIER, 'l 
f,.."..lehratcd French phyfitiau, has given an <l2CU:'utc vir\'; of the 
philofophy of GASSUIlH in his ;;brid"'r;nent of it, publifued i!l 

}'rench at L,'or-s, in the yetlr 1684, in ci~'ht VOLlllCS in llmo. 
This nbridgI;tent will gi,'e thc Tt'::tl:~r a Ck::llU accmnt of thi~ 
l,hiklfophy thaneVl!ll the wo\"!;,s of C.U ,KH,j himfdf, in which 
his fllealli.~g is often exprcfi..:d ill an il!1lb:guou:; maHilcr, and 
WhiCh nre, bclides, 1"adeJ with fllp~d!u'HlS erudition. The 

"L~fe of GASS£Nlll, accurately ,written hy ~(~lIGF.REt.Lj;, , • 

fneil.of th( oratory, was pllulifhcd at Pam:a 17'7.-See 
"Pib/iot/?, FI'(lIlftti,h tOll!,. l(,X\"ii. J" 353, -

()rde~ 
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order to tru1h under its weight the phllofopher c • M 7. 
of Malmefoury, placed GASSENDI and PLATO in 5 iX~:: i:. 
the faIl1e clafs, and explained the fentiments of • 
the latter in fuch a manner as to make them ap~' 
pear quite, agreeable to the principles of the for~ 
mer en]. 

XXXIV. From this period mull: be dated that Twolead-

famous fchifm that divided the philofophical world ~n~c~N!~~' 
into two great reas, which, though almoft agreed ~~d.'!'~~ti: 
concerning thofe points that are of the greateff cal and Me~ 

"I" d " "h I" I: di Ir ' 'd taphyfical. Utl Ity an lmportance In uman ue, neT WI e:-
ly about the principles of human knowledge, and 
the fundamental points from whence the philofo
pher muft proceed in his fcarch of truFh. Of 
th,e:fe feas the one may properly be called Meta
pbxfical, and the other MathemalicoJ~ The Meta~ 
pllx/ieal feB: follows the fyftem of DES CARTES; 

the lvIatbematirai one direas its refearches by the 
principles of GASSENDI. The former looks upon 
truth as attainable by abll:raCt reafoning; the lat
ter feeks after it by obfervation and experience. 
The follower of DES CARTES attributes little to 
the external fenfes, and much to meditation and 
difcutlion. The dijCiple of GASSENDI, . on the 
contrary, places lit~le confidence in metaphyfical 
diiCuffion, and has principally recourfe to the re
ports of feufe and the contemplation of nature. 
The former, from a fmall number of abftraCl: 
truths, deduces a long fcries of propofitions, in or ... 
der to arrive at a precife and aq:urate knowledge 
of God and nature, of body and fpirit; the latter 
admits thefe metaphyfical truths, but at the fame 
time denies the pollibility of ereaing, upon their 
balis, a regular and folid fyftem of philofophy. 

[ fJ] See the Prifott to the Latin tranflation of C u nwo I. T If" 
InldldJ,!ai Srfltrn; a& alfo the RnNJrJ:s that lU"e added to that 
t.rannarion"· 0 Dr. MOSHtlM is the .-:Ildwn- of that Tran.f/4r 
lima iUld of ¥e RetIIIlrh. 

without 
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C E W T. without the aid of afiiduousobfervation and reo 

XVf.l" d" h" L._ h -ft .8 I:'C :r,..' I. peate expenments, w leu- are t e mo natural 
tel - and eifefrual means of philofophical progrefs and 

improvement. The one, eagle-like, [oars, with 
-an intrepid flight, to the firft fountain of truth, 
and to the general relations and final caufes of 
things; and defcending from thence explains, by 
them, the various changes and appearances of na. 
ture, the attributes and counfels of the Deity, 
'the moral conftitution and duties of man, the 
frame and ftrufrure of the univerfe. The other, 
more difficult and cautious, obferves with atten
tion, and examines with affiduity, the objeEts that 
are before his eyes; and arifes gradually from 
them to the firft caufe and the primordial prin
ciples of things. The Cartcjians hlppofe, that 
many things are known by man with the utmafl 
certainty.; and hence their propenfity to form 
their opinions and dofrrines into a regular fyfrem. 
The followers of GASSENDI confider man as in a 
ftate -of ignorance with refpea to an immenfc 
number of things, and, confequently, think it in
cumbent upon them to fufpend their judgment in 
a multitude of cafes, until time and experience 
difpe! their darknefs; and hence it is alfo, that 
they -confider a fyJlC11I as an attempt of too adven
turous a nature, and by no means proportioned to 
the narrow extent of human knowledge; or, at 
leaft, they think, that the bufinefs of fyjicl)l-making 
-ought to be left to the philofophers of future 
times, who, by joining together the obfervations 
. and experience of many ages, thall have acquired 
a more fatisfa8:ory and accurate knowledge of 
Jlatt,lre than has been yet attained. _ 

Thefe diifentions and contefts concerning the 
,Iirf!: principles of human knowledge, - pn,)duced 
\tarious debates .. 1;lpon other fubjecrs of the utmoft 
moment and 'iI!l\portance; fuch as, the nature t 
.GIIl. the fffince ~ fllQ/tcr, the clcmrnts or conftitti· 

. ent 



ent principles of bodies, the lawi of motio~ the C J !f 'P. 
manner in which the Divine Providence exerts it- s £"cv~~. I; 
felf in the government of the 'World, the frame and .• 
ftruElure of the univerfe, the nature, union, and 
joint operations of foul and body. If we confider 
attentively the profound and intricate nature of 
thefe fubjeB:s, together with the limits, debility, 
and imperfeCtions of the human underftanding, 
we {hall fee too much reafon to fear, that thefe 
contefis will laft as long as the prefent ftate of 
man [a]. The wife and the good, fenfible of 
(his, will carryon fuch debates with a fpirit of 
mildnds and mutual forbearance; and knowing 
that differences in opinions are inevitabI,:! where 
truth is fo difficult of accefs, will guard againft 
that temerity with which too many difputants 
accufe their antagonifts of irreligion and im. 
piety [p J. 

XXXV. All 

[bJ VOLTAIRE publilhed, in the year 1740, at AmJ1~rJam. 
a pamphlet, entitled, La Melaphyjique de Nfwlo", ou ParallEk 
drs Swlimms de Newton el de Lei/mit':!., which, though fuperfi
cia} and inaccurate, may, neverthelt:fs, be uft>ful to thofe read
('rs who have not application enough to draw from better 
fourccs, and are, neverthelds, defirous to know how much 
thefe two philofophical fcas differ in their, principles and 
tt'nets. 

[pJ It is abund.·mtly known, that DES CARTES and his 
rnetaphyfical followers WL:re accufed by many of ftrikin~ at 
tt.e foundations of all religion; nor is this accufation entirdy 
withdrawn even ill our times. Sce iA the mifcellaneoul 
works of Father H.H.DDVIli his AIIui). unm,!jlud. Among 
thefe pretended Atheifls, DES CARTES, with hi. two farnoue 
difnples ANTHONY LE GRAND and SILVAN REGIS bold the: 
firlt rank; nor is Fatllcr MALEDRANCHE, though he feeml 
rather chargeable with fanaticifm than atheiCm, exempted 
from a plact: in this odious lif!. It is true HUD<lVIN, who 
givl"s fo liberally a place in the atheiftical clafa to there gl"(~at 
men, was himfdf a vilional'y dreamer, whofe judgment. in 
~any cafet. is little to be rcfpetted; but it i. alfo true. that, 
lD tile work now under conudeTlltioD, .he.(oes not. reafon from 
his own wIUmii<:al notions, but draWl all· 1Ua argllmefttt froID 
~e of the foUowm of Allna"'''£ aDdCAS~JC1)J, who 

. . have; 
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xxxv. All thofe woo had eitheradoptf!d, 
without exception, the principles of DES CAR.TES, 

or who, without going fo far, had approved of 
the method and r,uies laid down by him, for the, 
inveftigation of truth, employed all their zeal and 
induftry in correCting, amending, confirming, 
and iIluflrating, the Metaphyfical fpedes of phi. 
lofophy; and the number of its votaries was pro. 
digious, particularly in France and in the United 
Provinces. But among the members of this 
philofophical feCt there were fome who aimed at 
the deftruaion of all religion, more efpecially 
SPlNOZA, and others, who, like BALTHAsAR 
BECKER [q], made ufe of the principles of DES 

CAR. TES, to overturn fame doCtrines of Chriftian. 
ity, and to pervert others. This circumfrance 
proved difadvantageous to the whole fea, and 
,brought it into difrepute in many places. The 
Metaphyfical philofophy fell, l}owcvcr, afterwards 

bve oppofcd, with the greatdl fuecds and acutc1\cfs, the Car· 
tefian fyftcrn. Even VOLTAIRE, Ilotwithftanding the Illode. 
ration with which he exprdTes IJimfdf, feems plainly cnough tu 
give his alTent to the accufers of IlEs CARTES. On the other 
hand, it mull be obfcrycd, that thefe a('clilcrs are cenfurcd in 
their tU,rn by fevera! modern metaphyficians. GASSENDI, for 
example. is charged by ARN A U Lf) with overtuming the doc. 
trine of the foul's immortality in his contro\'erfy with DES 
CAR.TU, and by LlllllNITl. with corrupting and dellroying 
the whole fyHcm of natural religion. See DES M.U7.EAUX, 
RecueJ de tiivcrfos pitm fur in Philofophie. tom. ii. p. J 66 ... 
LEIBIUT1 has alfo ~tllred to affirm, that Sir IS4.'.c N~WTOM 
and his folluwers rob the Deity of fome of his moft excellent 
attributeR, and fap the' foundations of natural religion. In 
fDort, the cootroverfial writings .en both fides are .filled with 
rath and indecent reproachc::s of this kind. 

a::r [7] See for a further account of the particular tendS 
andol;'imollsof BEcKE1I.,Sea.II. PartlI. Chap.II. § XXXV~ 
of thiS century • 

., • If Dr. MOSlnIM rcfen to the (econd edicleD e( DES M .. IUAOII 
1t~ct/eiJ. the ~::e Is in""cllr&wy quorocl j [or it i. at pase J 55 of the volumo 
P\I"Pt: mentioned, tlut OA .. III>I Dl is ceorllrccl by LU.,..ITS. It may be 
ftt,rtbc:r.o\IItiIrvO&l, tba~"dIe I\8llIure i. not c.onveyed ia ruch &.roog ten'IIJ as 
thor.. O!QpIoyeoiby .... , hiftori.n. LUBJ'1:r'" rays, that GASSIlNDI "p: 
J'I'IU"'l to lIeiitate ancl waYe, too much toIlccrlllliS the a..tlltC of the bII, DIl 
., .~pI.u gf'JIlLtIlnl reliSion. ' 

into' 



into better hands, and was treated with great CENT: 

wifdom and acuteners by MALEB RANCHE, a man s EX~.!-~I; 
of uncommon eloquence and fubtilty; and by .. 
LEIBNITZ, whofe name is configned to immor-
tality as one of the greaten geniufes that have ap~ 
pea red in the world [r J. Neith~r?f .thefe great 
men, indeed, adopted aU the pnnclples and doc-
trines of DES CARTES; but they both approved, 
lIpon the whole, of his philofophical method, 
which they enlarged, amended,- and improved, 
by fcveral additions and correCtions, that render-
eJ its procedure more luminous and fure. This 
is more efpecially true Qf LEInNITZ, who, reject-
in?; the fuggeftions of fancy, feemed to follow no 
other guides than reafon and judgment; for M_'\
LEBRANCHE having received from nature a warm: 
a:1d exuberant imagination, was' too much ruled 

. by its dittatcs, and was thus often imperceptibly 
Inl into the vifionary regions of eWthufiafln. 

XXX VI. The Mathematical philofophy, already 
mentioned, was much Ie[" fiudied and adopted 
llwl the Metaphyfical fyftem, and its followers 
ill FUJ1J;c were vcry few in number. But it met 
wit h a favourable reception in Britain, whofe phi-
lC1il~}Jhcrs perceiving. in its infant and unl1hilhed 
f(;ature:~, the imml)rtal lines of VI:~RULAM'S wif. 
dom, [natched it from its cradle, in a foil where 
it wa~ ready to perifh, cherithed it with parental 

[r] For an ample and intcrefting account of MALI!

llR.\\CHE and his philofophy. ft:e :FONTENELLeS Elog~ du 
.Ilu./rmi';,·IIS ric I' Acud;m;e Royale du s,.jencu, tom. i. p. 3 I 7-
aid fur iI vin .. ()f the errors and defects of his n,etaphyfical 
[v1km, lce fL~RIiOVIN'8 Atbey}, unmqjlud, in his Ocu'Vr.:r 
J1d,:tJ, P.43.-FoNTEWELL£ has alfo gi\'en an account of 
t:,c life and l'hilofophical f;:ntiments of LEIIlNITZ in the 
w('rk already quoted, vol. ii. p. 9.; but a much more ample 
Olle has been puhli/hcd in German by eH ARLES GUNTH I!R. 

Lnvrs, ;;1 hi~ biliory of the LeiimiJian Philrfophy. Hl>wever, 
th~ gmiuB ;..,d philofophy of this great man are beft to be: 
learned from bi. letters to KORTH01.T, publifuc:d at Leil!fic il'l 
'hrt'~ VQ11J.lll~, 
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c . F,. N T. tendernefs, and have fl;iH continued their zealous 
XVI[. iT b .. . d C J:l.' Sf CT. I. euorts to rmg It to maturIty an penC~llon. 

.. . The Royal Society of London, which may be con
fidered as the philofophical feminary of the na. 
tion, took it under their protection, and have 
neither fpare~ expence nor pains to cultivate and. 
improve it, and to. render it fubfcrvient to the 
purpofes of life. It owed, more efpecially, a 
great part of its progrcfs and improvement to the 
countenance, induftry, and genius of that immor
tal proteaor of fcience, the pious and venerable 
Mr. BOYLE, whofe memory will be eyer preciolls 
to the worthy and the wife, the friends of reli
gion, learning, and mankind. The illuftrious 
names of BARROW, \VALLIS, and LOCKE, may 
allo be added tu the Wi of thofe who contributnl 
to the progrefs of natural knowledge. Nor were 
the learned divines of the ElIgliJb nation (tho'. 
that Order h. often excited the complaints of 
philofophers, and been fuppofcd to behold, with 
fl jealous and fufpicious cye, the efforts of philo. 
fophy as dan~erQlls to the caufe of religion) Ids 
zealous than the other patrons of fcicnce iu this 
Jloble cauIe. On the contrary, they looked upon 
the improvement of nat ural knowledge not only 
as innocent, but as of the highefr utility and im
portance; as admirably adapted to excite and 
n1aintain in the,minds of men a profound vene~ 
ration for the Supreme Creator and Governor of 
the world, and to furnifh new fupports to the 
(aufe of religion; and alfo as agreeable both to 
the laws and fpirit of the Cofpel, and to the fen
timents of the primitive church. And hence it 
was, that thofe doctors, who, in the lctl:ures found
ed by Mr. BOYLE, attacked the enemies of reli
gion, employed in this noble and pious attempt 
the fuccours of philofopliy'with the moft happy 
and triumphant fuccefs. But the immortal man, 
to whofe immenfe genius and indefatigable m~ 

6 d~fhy 
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du/l:ry philofophy owed its greateft improvements, 
and who carried the lamp of knowledge into 
paths of nature that had been unexplored before 
his time, was Sir ISAAC NEWTON [!], whofe 
name was revered, and his genius admired, even 
by his warmeft adverfaries. This great man fpent, 
with uninterrupted affiduity, the whole of a long 
life in corretting, digefting, and enlarging, the 
new philofophy, and in throwing upon it the 
light of demonilration and evidence, both by ob. 
ferving the laws of nature, and by fubjeB:ing them 
t,) the rules of calculation; and thus he intro
duced a great change into natural [denee, and. 
l,rought it to a very high degree of pcrfea,on [/J. 

o [s J Mr. H UMF.'S account of this great man is extremely 
juH, and contains fome peculiar Ihokes that do honour to thlill 
":eg<lnt painter of minds. "In NnvToN, flYs he, this i/laud 
" may b(lali of having produced the great eft and rareft geniul 
.. that ever arofe for the ornament and inftrudion of the fpe
.. ci~s. Cautious in admitting no principles, but {uch as were 
" founded in ~xperiment; but refolute to acopt every fUch 
" principle, however new and ul1ufual: From modefly ignorant 
" of hi~ fuperiority above the refl of mankind, and thence lefl 
" cardul to accommodate his rea[onings to common apprehen
.. lions: More anxious to merit than acquire fame: He was. 
" from thefe caufes, long unknown to the world; but his re
" putatioll, at lail, hroke out with a lu£lre, which [carce any 
" writer, during his own lifetime, had ever before attained. 
.. While NEWTON feemed to draw off the veil from fome of 
" the myll:eries of nature, he {llt'wed, at the fame time, the 
" imp~rf"aions of the IJ:!t:chanical philofophy; and thereby 
" rdlorcd her ultimate fecrets to that obfcurity, in which they 
" "ver did and ever wiII remain." 

[lJ The Mathematical Prilltijlr,r of Natural Phi/rfophy, as 
alfu the other writings, whether philofophic-,u, mathematical, 
or theological, of this great man, are abundantly known. 
Thae is an elegant account of Jlis life aI:ld literary and pbiJofo
phical merit given by lCONTENHLIl, in bis Eloge du Acadfmi
(lml de I'Academie Royale du ScimceJ, tom. ii. p. %93-3%3'
See aIfo the Bibliolh. Angk;ift, tom. xv. par. II. p. HS. and 
Biblioth. Raifimn!e, tom. vi. p,ar. II. p. 4i8. Q See moil: 
tfpeeially the late learned and iogenioll& Mr. MACl.AUIlIN'a Ae
(Utml 'if Sir /foliC N,'U/lo,/ I Diftowritl, 8Gc. 
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,.... Fin' 8,ttne ofL£AflWIH"*HI,'Pmb_" 
C E. N" T. TM EngliJh look. upon it as an' unqueftiooable 
Sa'X.cv:-I proof of the folidity and excellence of the New. 
__ '-' toman philofophy, that its moft eminent votaries 

were friends to religion, 'and have tranfmitted to 
pofterity fhining examples of piety' and virtue; 
while, on the contrary, the Cartefian or Metaphy. 
£leal fyftem has exhibited, in its followers, many 
flagrant inftances of irreligion, and fome of the 
mon horrid impiety. 

Of the phi- XXXVII. The two famous philolophical feels 
~::~~:Pt now mentioned, deprived, indeed, all the ancient 
~J~%r.f fyfiems of nat).lral fcience both of their credit and 
"ail. their difciples; and hence it might have been ex-

petted that they would have totally engroffed and 
divided between them the fuffrages of the learn
ed. But this was not the cafe; the liberty of 
thinking being refiored by DES CARTES and 
NEWTON, who broke the fetters of prejudice, in 
which philofophical fuperfiition had confined, in 
former times, the human underftanding, a variety 
of fetts fprung up. Some trufiing in their fupe
rior genius and fagacity, and others, more re
markable for the exuberance of their fancy than 
for the folidity of their judgment, pretended to 
{hike out new paths in the unknown regh:ms of 
nature, and new methods of inveftigating truth; 
but the number of their difciples was fmall, and 
the duration of their inventions tranfitory, and 
therefore it is fufficient to have barely mentioned 
them. There was another fort of men, whom 
mediocrity of ~enius, or an indolent turn of mind, 
indifpofed for mveftigating truth by the exertion 
of their own talents and powers, and"W ho, terri
fied at the view of fuch an arduous talk, content
ed themfelves with borrowing from the different 
feas fuch of their refpeaive tenets as appeared 
JUoft remarkable for their perfpicuity and folidity, " 
more efpecially thofe concerning which all the 

different 
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different feas were agreed.> Th.efe they ~1ed C E N::;T;' f 0: __ ..I ufu xvu: 
and digefted .into a, y em,,~. p ed t~r iD- StcT."I~', 
quiries ftO further. The philofophers of thIS dafs __ _ 
are generally termed EcleElics. From thefe re .. 
markable differences of fentiment and fyfiem that 
reigned among" the jarring felli, fome perfons, 
otherwife diflinguiflled by their acutenefs and fu-
gacity, took occafion to reprefent truth as unat-
tainable by fuch a !hort-fighted being as man, 
and to revive the defperate and uncomfortable 
doctrine (fhall I call it, or jargon) of the Seep .. 
tics, that had long been buried in that lilellCe 
and oblivion it fo jufily deferved. The moft emi. 
nent of thefe cloudy philofophers were SA~CHES, 
a phyfician of 'Touloufe [u], DE LA Mor'HE LE 

VAYER [w], HUET, bifhop of Avranches [x], to 
whom we may add, without temerity, the famous 

[II] There is ltill extant a famous book of this writI"T, ,en
tilled, D:: eo quod nihil (cit!lr, which, with the refl of his works 
.tnd an accollnt of hi~ Tife, was publithed in 4to at 'Toll/ollfi, in 
the year 1636.-Sec BAYLE'S Diflionar)" at the article S1\,)/· 
CHEZ; as alfo VILLE MANDl ScepticifinUI tkbellat:li, cap. iv. 
P·3 2 • 

['WJ See BAYLE'S Di8;OfItlr)" at the article V AYER. 

[:<] BUF.T'. book CO'lct'rning the 1V~aknifs tif Human R((rjim 
was publilhed after his death, in French, at A,,!flerdam, iu the 
~·car l7z3, and lately in Latin. It appears, however, that 
tLis eminent writer had, long before th(· compolition of thia 
book, recommendl:d the fceptical method of condu8ing philo
fophical refcarches, and looked upon this method as the beft' 
"~,,pted to efrablil1l the truth of ChriHianity upon folid founda-
t:lJlIR. See the Commenlar;lIs de R~bul ad ellm pfftinmJi,bul. 
1,1" iv. P.230. and DNIlo'!flrat. Evangelic4 Prlfot. § iv. p. 9. 
,:-herc he commends their manner of proceeding, who, by, fcep
t'cal arguments, invalidate all philofophical pril1ciples, before 
they begi.n to, prove the ~ruth of Chriltianity to tl~o[~ ",110 

dcmbt of Its eVldenee. It 19 well known that the Jefult:lI, who 
were particularly favoured by HUET, ha,-e, 011 lmiay oeCl

{ions, employed this method to throw dun into the eye$ of the 
Protdlants, and thus lead them blindfold into the Romilh com
.~uni~D ; ialld that they frill continue to practife the fame inn
Ciioua luftrument of fedu8iun. 



95 ene 8tat~ fJ/LU:a.",1Irul PInL~ 
C M.T. BAYLE [.11 ~hi), by.the erudition and wit !hat 
BacT. L abound 1ft' his.'Volwrunaus workg, hasacqlllted 
--- fuch a diftinguUhed reputation in the Republic 

of Letters. 

[y] ;Every thing relating to the life and fentiments of BAYLE 
is abundantly and univerfally known. His life, compofed by 
Du M.lIZEAUX, waspublilhed in the year 1732, at the Hogut, 
in two volumes 8vo.-The fcepticifm of this infidious and fe
ducing writer was unmafked and refuted, with great learning 
and force of argument, by the late Mr. CaouSAz, in a volu. 
JIlinOU8 French work, entitled, 'Trait; du Pyrrho"ifme, of which 
Mr. FOJl.MEY has given an elegant and judicious abridgment, 
Wider lbe title of TrifJf1lph: tk /' Evidence. 

SECTION" 
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S E C T I 0 N II. 

PAR. T I. 

tfhe HISTORY of the more ANCIENT CHURCHES. 

C HAP. I. 

Containing tbe HISTORV of the ROM1SH CHURCH. 

1. H IpPOLITO ALDOBRANDINI, under the papal C l N 1'. 
name of CLEMENT VIII., continued to S!~v;..l·n. 

rule the church of Rome at the commencement of PAR T 1. 

this century, having been elected to that high The popes 

dignity towards the conclufion of the preceding of this ,en· 

Ul~e. The eminent abilities and infidious dexte- tury. 

rity of this pontif~ as alfo his ardent defire of ex
tinguifhing the Prote/lant religion, and extending 
th(: limits of the Romilh church, are univerfally 
acknowledged; but it is much queflioned, whe-
ther his prudence was equal to the arduous nature 
of his nation as pantif, and the critical circum-
!lances of an il).cidental kind that arofe during his 
adminiftration [a J. He was fucceeded in the 
year 1605 by LEO XI., of the houfe of MEDICIS, 

who died a few weeks after bis eleCtion; and thus 
left the papal chail: open to CA.MILLOBoRGHESX, 

who filled it under the denomination of PAUL V. 
This pontif was of a haughty and violent fpirit, 

c::r [a] ThiB pontif had an edition ofJjle Yu(gaM publilhed, 
~hich W1lII. very different from that of Pope Su:nls; and thil 
15 one oLobe many inftances of the crmtrariety of opinioDs tba~ 
lwR . pmaUcd amQIlg W m/Q/iih/e ~d.a of ~ c:hun:h of 

omc. ' 

VQ.L. V. If jealous 



~he HISTOIW oJ tIJ6 Kotnith t.:aURCH. 
. , 

C E:N T. jealous to excefs of his, authority, and infatiably 
~ R~~~·~J. furious in the execution of his vengeance Upon 
P ,'-1 T 1. fuch as encroached on his pretended prerogative, 

as appears in a ftrikin~ manner, by his ra1h and 
unfuccefsful contell wlth the Venetians [b J.
GREGORY XV. [c], who was raifed to the pontifi
cate in the:: year 1621, feemed to be of a milder dif
pofition, though he was not Ids defeCtive than his 
predeceffor in equity and clemency towards thofe 
that had feparated themfelves from the church of 
Rome. An ll"iuft feverity againLl: the friends of 
the Reform;ltion is, indeed, the general and ine
vitable charatl:er of the Roman pontifs; for, 

rCr CbJ This contel1: arofe parlly frum two did. of the Re
public of Venia ['Jl' preventing the UiHlcccffarr increa[e of re
lig-iouR buildin)!;s, and the augmentation of the enormous 
w~alth of the clergy; and partly from thl' profl'cution of two 
ccckfiallics for capital crimes, who had not bem delivered lip 
te) the Pope at his [('qui/ilion. It is not furpriling that thelt
procl'edings of the v: (,~lctjat.ls, howncr ju1t and equitable, 
lhould enflame t hl' ambItIOUS fury of a pontif who caned hilll
{df Vile-God, 'he l1IJonarch of ChrijlwdfJl/I, aial the SlIjporter '/ 
P(lP(I/ UmnijJoffflu. Acconll1lgly P A tI I. laid all th~ d()minioll~ 
of tile R('}H1blic und~r an ;lIlerdil:l; ",hile the Venetians, OIl 

the othn hano, dcchll'ed that ulljull and tyrannical mandate 
null and void; and hanilhl'd hom their territory the Jcfuib 
and Capuchins, \VII<> had oPenly difob('Yl"d th~ law~ of the nate. 
Preparations for war were waking- on both lIdcs, whnl an ac
commodation, not very honourable to the Pope, was brought 
about by the mediation of HIiNRY IV. of Frat/ce. Thi,) COll

troverfy between the Pope and the Venetians produced feveral 
important pi':!Ct.~s, compofed by SARPI Oil the fide of the R~
p\lb1ir-, and hy BUONIUS and BELLARMINE in behalf of the 
T'ontit~ The controverfy concerning' the natur~ and limits of 
the Pope's pretended [upremacy is judicioul1y Hated, and the 
papal pl'ctcnilons accurately examined, by SA R PI, in his hiftory 
(~ this ~)'nlllllical. III(crdjn, which, in ltalia.'1, . occupie~ t~ 
fourth vulume of hlS works, and \vas tranllated IIIto Latlll by 
WII.LU1I1 lhoF.LL, of Combridge.-lt was PAUL V. that dii~ 
honolU't'd his title of lIolintfr, and caft an eternal ftain upon 
11is ifljallibility, by an exprefs approbation of the doctrine of 
.sUAREZ, the Jcfuit, in defence of the murder of kings. 

a::r (cJ Hi. family-name was ALEX.AlWER LVDlTlSIO. 

Without 



CHAP. I. 1"h/HISTORY of the Romifh CHUR.CH. ,~ 
without this, they 'would be defiitute of the ·pre"; C E ~"'t 

, d d'n"' n.' k f h ' A XVII donunant an 1 lULllve mar 0 t e papacy. SEC T.'If. 
pope, with fcntiments of toleration and charity PAR T I. 
towards thofe who rcfufe a blind fubmiffion to 
his opinions ~nd decilions, is a contradiB:ion in, 
terms, U REAN VUI., whoie family name was 
l\LHFF.IBARDERIl'I, aad 'who, by his intereit in 
the conclan;, af'ccnded the papal throne in the 
year 1623, was a man of letters, an eloquent' 
~Hitcr, all dcgar:t poct, and a generous and m~ 
nific"nt p:ltrO:l of It:arning and genius [d] ;.but 
nothing em equal the rigour and barbarity with 
whiclt he treated all that bore the name lof Pro~ 
tdbnts. He may be indeed confidered as a 
good and equitable: ruler of the church, wten 
compated with Imwcl:NT X., of the· family of 
P,\~.lFILI, W!lO fucccci.lcd him in the year 1644.-
Thi, unworthy pOlltif, to a profound ignorance 
of all thure thing;,; which it was necdfary for a 
Chrifli:m hi{hop tu know, joined the moll fhame~ 
ill] indolence and the moit notorious profligacy. 
Fur he abaIldoned IJi~ perron, his dignity, the ad
minifhation of his temporal alfair:>, and the go .. 

rtf] s(~C LFosr }\LLATJI Ap!'s UrbanlE, of which FABRl

flU, pllblil1](:<l a fCC(llld editioll at lfillllbU}:r;, This little work. 
j, a [orl of [/ldex, or lill, of all the learned and eminent men 
tLat adorncci. Rome under tht: pOlltificate of UllllAN VIII., and 
n,lerienct:d the Jnunificence and liberaHty of that pont if ; and 
tLeir Humber is faT from being fmall. The Latin poems of 
llRBAN, which are not without a confiderdble portion of wit 
and e1t'l,"llnce, have paned through feveral editions. q::r The~ 
poems were compofcd while he was yet a cardinal. After hi, 
el~vation to the pontificate, he pubIilhed a remarkable cditia-. 
01 the RomiJ! Brroia1".Y, and fen:ral Bulls.; among 'Which, tl(at 
which abohlhes the Order of Female 'jefUith' and certain felli
v;:h, thofe relating to image-worfhip and to the condemnation 
of JANS£N1US'S Augufonus, and that which confcn the title of 
.c,,,jn~nce uym \he cardinal-legates, the three ecclefiaftica1 
eleCtors, and \he ~ mafter of Malta, are tile moil ~r 
of IIOtice. ' 

82 vemmen,;' 
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<? MI T. tetnment of the church, to the difpofal ()f Donna 
SSCT:O. OU'MPlA [eJ, a woman of corrupt morals, infa
r .,,1' I. tiable avarice, and boundlefs ambition U]. His 

zealous endeavours to prevent the peace of Wefi. 
phalia,oowever odious they may appear, when 
conf1.dered in themfelves, ought not to be reckon. 
ed among his perfonal crimes, fince it is to be 
fuppofed, that any other pontif, in his place, 
would have made the fame attempts without he. 
:fitation or remorfe. He was fucceeded in the 
papal chair, in the year 1655, by FABIO CHIGI, 
who affurned the title of ALEXANDER VII., and 
who, though lefs odious than his predeceffor, was 
neverthele1s poffeffed of aU the pernicious quali. 
ties. that are neceffary to conftitute a true pope, 
and without which the papal jurifdic.lion and mao 
jefty cannot be maintained. The other parts of 
his charaaer are drawn, much to his difadvan.· 
tage, by feveral ingenious and eminent writers of 
Jhe Romifh church, who reprefent him as a man 
of a mean genius, unequal to great or difficult Ull' 

dertakings, full ('If· craft and difIimulation, and 
chargeable with the moft fharncful levity and the 
greatefi inconfUl:ency of fcntimentalld conduct [xJ. 

The 

o [e) rhis Donna OLYMYr-A MALlIACHINI was his bro· 
th~t's widow, with whom he had lived, in an illicit commerce, 
before his elevation to the pontificate, w. which his Ho/ifuf; 
'.continued afterwards. 

UJ See the Memoires Ju CarJmalde Rbei7 •• t~m. iii. p.-lC2-

tom. iv •. f. Il. of the laft edition pUblilhed' at GeuC'Va.-For 
an account of the difputes between this pontif and tJ.~ 
French, fee BOUGUNT, HifJoirl tk la paix de W'!ftpha/ir. tUlU. 

iv. p. 56. 
[g} See Memoirer d" Cardi .. l tk Rhetz, tom. iv. p. 16. 7i· 

-M_;ru Ik M. '70'" tom. ii. p. 186. 210. 337.--AR.CKE~· 
IIOLT'I., Mtlfloiru de /a Reine ChrjftiM, tom. ii. p. 135. The 
craft aod diffimulation attn outed to this ponti{ really conftj· 
~ an e[ential part of hi. <;harafu:r, but it is not ftrl(lry 
true that he was a mill of a mean gnrilll, Or UlIe<J~ .,to ~ 
IJIIG diJlicuu llfltU;taJings. . ~e was a man . .o£ ~g. and dif-
8O~ yay CDllJlc:Dt abiliuc:s at sk t!Utf of NIII!/IIt'. where 

. . .~ 
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The two CUUBNTS IX. and ~., ,who were elea~ cM
4
"; 

ed fucceffiVely to ,the papacy ~n the years 1?68 SECT.1t; 
and 1669, were concerned In f~ tranfachons PAl. T i. 

that deferve to be tranfmitted to poA:erity [h]. 
This was not the cafe of BENEDICT ODESCH_UCHI, 

who is known in the lift of pontifs by the deno
mination of INNOCENT XI., and was raifed to 
that high dignity in the year 1677 [i]. This 
rcfpeCtable pontif acquired a very high and per-
manent reputation by the aufterity of his morals, 
his uncommon courage and l'efolution, his dif-
like of the groffer fuperflitions that reigned in 
the RomHh church, his attempts to reform the 
manners of the clergy, and to abolifh a! confider-
able number of thofe fiCtions and frauds that 
dilhonour their miniftry, and alfo by other foUd 
and eminent virtues. But it appeared manifeftly 
by his example, that thof~ pontifs, who refpeCl: 
truth, and act from virtuous and Chriftian prin-
ciples, may, indeed, form noble plans, but will 
never be able to bring them into execution, or at 

he was fent in t.he character of NunCio. Some writ~rs r~late', 
that while he was in Germany, he had formed the defign of 
abjuring Popery, and embracing the Protefl:ant Religion; 
but was deterred from the execution of this purpofc by the 
example of his coufin, Count POMPEV, who was poifoned at 
L:tons, on his way to Germmry, after he had abjured the Romiat, 
faIth. Thefe writers add, that C H J G J was confirmed in his 
l'digion by his elevation to the cardlnalfhip. See BAVLE, 

Nouvrlla de fa Rpub. des Let/reI, O(tob. 168B. 
Q [hJ CLEMENT IX. was of the family of Ro/P~'(lif!ft, and 

the family-name of CLF:MENT X. was Alfieri, fee Mrmoire.r d~ 
fa Rdrte CI)rijJin~. tom. ii; p. 126. 1::11. Th~re are upon re
c;ord feYeral tranfaClions of CLEMENT IX. that do him honour; 
and prove his dillike of Jlcpotifm, and hiB love of ·pcace and 
juruce • 

.,. ~i] &nne maistain, and with the ftrongeft appearance of 
truth, that this pontif bad fonnttly been a fo[dier, though this 
rryort is treated as groUlldlcfs by Count Tv RIt E;l. Ol'UCO, 'iu 
IUs diJfcrtation De J."l:!tiis milifaribru Stipru/iu BIi1d. 
DtkfthtJdii. Sec lUI in 'Jlg account of this polltifin BAYLE', 
D~, at the lU1ide bNOC!II!T XI. 

H l lean: 
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C l' N T. leaO: to give them that meafure of ftability and per. 
SE~';,\I. feCl:ion, which i~ the objctl: of their willies. By his 
p H T 1. example and adminiHration it appeared, that the 

wifeft ,infiitutions, and the malt judicious efia
blifhments, will be unable to ftand' firm, for any 
c.onfiderable time, againft the illfldi()lIs firatagems 
or declared oppofition of a dduded multitude, 
who arc corrupted by the prevalence of licentious 
morals, whofe imaginations are impregnated with 
fuperfiitious fitl:ions and fables~ wl~ofc credulity is 
abuf(;:d by pious frauds, and whufe minds are 
nouriil1ed, or rather amufed, with vain rites and 
fenfelefs ceremonies [kJ. Be that as it may, all 
the wile and falutary rcgulati(lDS OfINNOCFNT XI. 
were fuf1{:red to go ;Jlmoft to ruin by the 
criminal indolent:e of PETER OTTOBONI, who was 
raifed to the head of the Romifh church in the 
year 1689,' and aff"umed the name of ALEXANDER 

VIII. A laudable attempt was made to revive 
them by INNOCENT XII., a man 9f uncOI;rqnon 
:merit and eminent talents, whofe name was PIG-:

NATELLI, and who, in the year 1691, fucceeded 
.ALEXANDF.R in the papal chair; nor were hif; 
zealous endeavours ab{(Jllltely deftitute of fuc
cefs. But it wag alfo his fate to learn, by expe
rience, that the moil prudent and rdulute pontif$ 
are unequal to fuch an arduous tafk, fuch an 
Herculean labour, as the reformation of the 
church and court of Rome; nor were the fruits of 
this good pope's wife adminifiration enjoyed long 

(lJ See JoumnllTni't,,.r:ftl, tom. i. p. 441.' tom. vi. P: 3c6. 
The prefent Pope BEN~"DlCT XIV.'" attempted, in the year 
,J74,1' the ulTIotl;zalion of INNocfNT XI.; but ,the King (,f 
Frana, inftigated by the ]('fllit~, lIas al~ays oppofed this dew 
Jign, and th<lt more efpeciaUy on account of the mifunder
Handings that al~ars fublilted between LEWIS XIV. and IN .. 
t;l0P:NT. of which more hereafter . 

• 'T'hi, nQtc was Vtlittcn d~:ing the life of BEIUDlCT XIV. 

1tfter 
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after his deceafe [IJ. The pontif, whore· reign 
concluded this century" was JOHN FRANCIS 

ALBAN!, who was raifed to the head of the 
Romilh church in the year 1699, and a!fumed 
the name of CLEMENT XI. He furpaffed· in 
learning the whole college of cardinals, and was 
inferior to none of the preceding pontifs in raga. 
city, lenity, and a defire, at leall:, to govern well ; 
but he was very far from oppofing, with a proper 
degree of vigour and refolution, the inveterate 
corruptions and fuperilitious obfervances of the 
church over which he prefided; on the contrary, 
he inconfiueratcly aimed at, what he thought, the 
honour and advantage of the church (tha~ is, the 
glory and intereft of its ponti£) by meafures tha~ 
proved detrimental to both, and thus ihewed, in 
a fhiking example, that popes, even of the heft 
f0rt, may ttll imperceptibly into the greatelt mif. 
takes, and commit the mofl: pernicious blunders, 
through an imprudent zeal for extending their 
jurifJiction, and augmenting the influence and 
I u fhe of their itation [m J . .. 

C'] For ~n ~(:COUllt of the charaCter, morals, and election, 
of b.'i"CFNT Xli., f~~ th~ Letter., of Cardinal NORIS, pub
lili,,"d in the lift!' volunw of his lPor/tS, p. 362. 365. 

[1I/J ll1 the y~ar 1752, there appeared at Padua, a Life of 
Cu. ~.\ENT X f., compoft'd in French, hy the J<!arncd and do
q\l\·nl Mr. LAFIT.\lT, l)ijl!op of Sf/lel'orl, in two volumo:s 8vo. 
The farn.; year Mr. Rlil<OllLET, Chancellor of A'Vigrlorl, pub
}iD,cu in two volumes in 4to, his Hf/loire de ClcmmJ XI. 
Tiwfc two pruuuc1:ions. and more cfpecially the latter, are 
written with UllcommOIl dCg<lnce; but they both abound 
wit h hi!l()r~cal Cn-~ll'S, whic~l the French writers, in general, 
art at too httle pams to avOid. Befides, they are both com. 
porcd. rather ill t~lC Jlrain of panegr:ric than ,of hifrory. An 
attclltlYC reader will, however, fee without pam, even In there 
l'dncgyI"ics, that CLEMENT XI., notwithitanding his acknow
ldgtd fagacity and prudence, took feveral ralb and inconfi
derate Ii,'ps, in order to aUb"TIlent the power, and multiply the 
pn'rDgat:\-cs of the Roman pontifs: and thus, through hi. 
1,)11'11 tc:nlt:rity, jnvolved himfelf in various perpluit.ie •• 

l~ Th~ 

1.03' 
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XViI: 
SiCT.D. 
P .UI, T I. 
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CEll t. II. The incr4dibl'e pains that were taken by tJr~ 
s~VJ!·U. pontifsand cfetgy of the ltmni1h Church, to 
P 41lT I. ' fptead their d:ofuine 'and to ereCt their dominion 
'rhe at- amon.g the n"ll.tidns that lay' in the darknefs of Pa~ 
tempts ganiftn, have been alTeady mentioned. Weare, 
!h~~t!?rcb therefore, at prefent, to confine OUT narration to 
: !,,";~fS the fchemes they laid, the cabals they formed, and 
the Protef· tbe commotions they excited, with an 1,minter
,ant. and 
ruin their rupted and. mifchievotts indufiry, in order to re .. 
"life. cover the ptltfeffions and prerogatives they had 

loft in Europe, to opprefs the Protefiants, and to 
cxtinguifh the light of the glorious Reformation, 
Vttrious 'Were the fhatagems and projects they 
formed· for thefe, purpofes. The reiources of ge
nius, the force of arms, the feduction of the moll: 
aJluring promites, the terrors of the mof!: formi .. 
d-able threatenings, the. fubtle wiles of contro
verry-, the irtfluence of pious, and often of impious 
frauds, the arts of diffimulation, in {hort, all pof
:Cime means, fair and tdifingenuous, were emplo}'~ 
td for the deftnlCtion of the Reformed churches, 
but in mon cafes withottt fuccefs •• The plan of 
a dreadful attack upon the friends of the Refor~ 
Ifiation had been, for fome time, laid in fecret~ 
and the bigoted and perfecuting hou[e of Al!fl6a 
'\\'las pitched upon to put it in execution. However, 
:is injuftice is feldom fo infolent as not to feek for 
fome pretexts to malk, or at leaf!: to dimini{h, its 
d~formity, fo the church of Rome endeavoured be~ 
~fe.hand to juftify the perfeclltion of which the 
frame was ready to break out. For this purpofe 
the pens of the perfidious and learned SCIOP. 

PlUS en], of the Jefuits TANNER, POSSEVIN, 

". [n] Sc:oPPltrS (cems rather to merit the titles of male. 
'lJlJiml and filNo'" than that of perfidious, unlefs his turning pa
pift be cnnfidered by Dr. Mosll ~.l M a;; au in france of perfidy. 
This is the intemperate and odious fatyrill: who was caned bY 
ttte r':'f'Vants of the ElIglilh ambaffador at Madrid, for the in-

. v.ttivcs he had thrown O\lt againft King ]AMrs 1., in a book 
whic;Jot wall burnt by the h;J..ilds of thl: common hangman at 
hi.,. 



CHAP.tr!'N"fffrio:tty if tlilRomifhCWUttcH 1.$ . . 
HAGEll, H!:D!lUC, and FO:rt.ER., jurHb of Dilligen, C EltJ,T.: 
were etnployed to reprefent the treaty of' peace, s E~T. ·tr~. 
made between CItARLES V. and the Proteftants of I' A ItT I.' 

Germany, as unjuft, nu11, and e:q.en rendered void . r 
by the Proteftants themfelves, by their departing 
from, or at leafl perverting, by various changes; 
and modifications, the confeffion of AUl.fourg [0]. 
This injurious charge was proved groundlefs by 
feveral Lutheran doaors, who, of their own ac-
cord, defended their communion againfi this. in .. 
fiance of popifh calumny; but it was alfo refuted 
by public authority, even by the exprefs order ,of 
JOHN GEORGE, eleaor of Smmzy. The tafk was 
committed to MATTHEW HOE, who, in the years 
1628 and 163 I, publi1hed, in two vo)umes, an 
accurate and laborious defence of the Protefiants., 
entitled, Dlfelf{ro Pupil/a: D1Jangeli((I'. The mouth 
of calumny was not nopped by thefe perfonnance$. 
The accu/('fs continued their clamours, multi. 
plied their libels, and had recourfe to the fuccoU'rs 
of indecent raillery and farcafiical wit to cover, 
as well as they were able, the fhiking defeas of a 
bad caufe. On the other hand the Lutheran 
writers exerted themfelves in expofing the fo-.. 
phiO:r'y and refuting the arguments and invec-
ti yes of their adverfaries. 

III. The firO: flames of that religious wa1', ~ommo. 
• • Uons In 

which the Roman pontl.fs propofed t~ carry 0!l A"t~"". and 
by the arms of the Aufinans and Spamards, thetr B. • 

fervile and bigotted infiruments, broke out in 
.A Iy/ria , where, aoou"t the commencement of this 
century, the friends of the Reformation were 
cruelly perfecuted and opprelTed by their Roman~ 
Catholic adverfaries [p J. The folemn treatiea 

and 

[0] See CHRIST. AUG. SALIG, HiflO1'. Jlugl!ft. COf(~ 
tom. i. lib. iv. cap. iii. po 76B. 

[pJ RAUHCHIUS, in pis Altflria E'Dtlnxeliea (. German 
work with a Latin title), lw given an accurate account of t,hi. 

rerfeCIltlOD 
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<: iv~?· anil-conventions, by which the religious liberty 
~ICT.I1. az:td, civil rights of thefe Protefiants had been fe
P ... n 1. cured,t! ~ere 'irampled upon and violated in the 

moft fhocking manner; qar had thefe unhappy 
~e.rers refolutiol1, vigour; or ftrength fufficient 
to maintain 6eir privileges. The Bohemians, 
who were involved in the i:1I11e vexations, pro
ceeded ill a different manner. Perceiving plainly 
that the vot:lries of Rome aimed at nothing Ids 
than to deprive them of that religious liberty that 
had been purchafcd by the blood of {lieir ancef
t01'8, a~ fa lately confirmed to them by an impe
rial edict, they came to a rcl(}lution of oppofing 
force to [orce, and of taking up arms to defend 
themfelves a3ainft a fet of nwn whom, in confe
qllence of the violence lhey ofFered to confcience, 
they could look upon iu no other light than as 
the enemies of their fouls. Accordingly a league 
was formed by the Bohemian Protcibnts, and 
they began to avenge, with a great fpirit and rcfo
lution, the injuries that had been committed 
igaillfl their perfons, their families, their religion, 
and their civil rights and privileges. But it mutt 
\>e confcOixl, that, in this jufl attempt to defend 
what was dear to them a~ m.::n and Chriflians, 
they loft fight of the diaates of equity and mode
ration, and carried their refentmcnt beyond the 
bounds both of reafon and religion. Their adver .. 
faries were {huck with terror at a view of their 
lntrepidity, but were not diii1uyed. The Bohe-

pcrre~ution and there' commotions. The fame learned and 
worthy author hac formed the delign of publilhing an authen
tic and. l:irl:t.l1~l(lantial r~l'lti()n of, d:e f ~freri~lgs uf the Prote
bnts In Stlnc, l'rJora'VUI, and (url1ltlJJo, WIth an al:COllnt of 
the perfHuous [narcs that were laid for them, the whole drawn 
from unexceptionable records; but dcalh prevented the ext: .. 
~utipn ofthu. ddign, 
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'fIlians, therefore, apprehending frill further o~ C ! N ~ 
pofition and vexations from bigotry, animated by s:cv,:!'n 
a fpirit of vengeance, renewed their efforts to PAt.,. I. 
provide for their fecuritye The death of the 'em-
peror MATTHIlAS, which happened in the year 
1619, fuwifhed them, as they tho1;lght, a fair op
portunity of fhiking at the root of the evil, and 
removing the fource of their calamities, by choo-
flng a fovereign of the reformed religion; for 
they c;mfiJered themfelves as authorized by the 
ancient law; and cunoms of the kingdom, to re-
jeCt any that pretended to the throne by virtue of 
~n hereditary right, and to demand a prince, 
whofe title to the crown fhould be derived from 
the free fufirages of the flates. Ac.cordingly 
FREDERICK V., e!ector Palatine, who profcfled 
the Reformed religion, was, In the year 1619, 
\:hofen king of EO/Xii/iiI, and folemllly crowned at 
Prague [1 J. 

IV. This bold ncr, from which the Bohe- The llohe-
nU"l" war: 

mians expected fuch 11gnal advantages, proved to Fr<dtl'ic v. 
them a lource of complicated misfortunes. Its 
confequences were fatal to their new fovereign, 
and to their O\'ill liberties and privileges; for by 
it they were involved in the moll dreadful cala. 
mities, and deprived of the free exercife of the 
Proteftant religion, the fecurity of which was the 
ultimate end of all the meafures they had pur-
fued. FREDERIC was defeated; before PragU$, 
by the imperial army, in the year 1620, and by 
this unfortunate battle was not only deprived of 
his new crown, but aIfa of his hereditary domi. 

[q] Belides CAROL I and l~GUUS, who have compafed the 
Eccldiaftical Hiftory of this Century, fce BURCH. GOTTH. 

SrRUVII Synlogma HiJ1ori~ Germanic~, p. 14K7. 15 10• 1523. 
J53l:l. j :IS alfo the writers which he recommends. See alfo 
the l!jJluire de LOUIS XIII., compared by the learned and ac
f1~rate LE V.USOg, tom. iii. p. zz3. 
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C'E V T. ni~ns. Reduced thus to the wretched condition 
,,::'';\L of all f)(iie, he was obliged to leave his fruitful 
PAIl~ 1. territOTies and his ample treafures· to the mercilefs 
• difcretion of die Aufirians and :Bavarians, who 

plund.ered and ravaged them with the mofi rapa
cious barbarity. The defeat of this unfortunate 
prince was attended with dreadful confequences to 
the Bohemians, and more efpecially to thofe who, 
from a zeal for religious liberty and the interdl:s 
of the Reformation, had embarked in his caufe. 
Some of them were committed to a perpetual 
prifon, others banifued for life; feveral had their 
eftates and poifeffions confifcated; many were 
put to death; and the whole nation was obliged, 
from that fatal period, to embrace the religion of 
the viaor, aHd bend their unwilling necks under 
the yoke of Rome. "The triumph of the Aufiri
ans would ~cither have been fo fudden nor fo. 
complete, nor would they have been in a condi
tion to impo[e fueh rigorous and defpot,ic terms 
on the Bohemians, had they not been powerfully 
~1lifl:ed by JOHN GEORGE 1., eleaor of Saxony, 
who, partly from a principle of hatred towards 
the Reformed [r], and partly from confiderations 
of a political kind, reinforced with'his troops, the 
imperial army [s J. This invafion of the Palatinate 

was 
. 

~ [rJ By the Rif()rmnl, as has been already qbCerved, we 
~ to IiIndrritand the Cal'Vini/lJ. an.! aHo. in general. all Pro
tell:ants that are not of the Luthera" perfuafion. And here we 
{ef: a Luth·,..,m clector drawing his fword to fupport the caufe 
Of popery and pCl{ecution againft a people generoully ftrugglintt 
for the Protcflant Religion, and the rights of confciencc. 

[I]' See the Commmtarii de Bello BohemicrJ-Gtrmtmiro. It" 
A. C. 1617 ad A. 1630. in ..,.to.-ABRAHAM SCUT.TET, N"rra
ti~ ApnlogeticIl dr Curricula Pitll JUtE, p. 86.-1t is well1mo~ 
tb.t the Roman Catholics, and more efpecially MU.TIN lh .. 
~AN, a JeCuit, p~rfuaded MATTHEW HOE. who was an Au~ 
ftriatlDY birtll. and the ele8.or's chaplain. to repmcnt to hia 
prtllcethc caufe of the Eltftor Palatine (which wils the caufe 
_th1!llif(mned Religion) as not only unjuH, but alfo u de. 
trimental to the iuttl'l:il& of Luth:ranifrll. and to recommend 

to 
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was the occafron of that long and bloody war, C I 'Ii T. 

that was fo fatal to Germa"y, cind in whicn the s r.X:;~·1L 
greateft part of the princes of Eu1'Ope were, one P A It T 1. 

way or another, unhappily engaged. It began ' 
by a confederacy formed between forne German 
powers and the king of Denmark, in order to 
affert the rights of the eleB:or Palatine, unjufily 
excluded from his dominions, againft the defpo-
tic proceedings of the emperor. The confede-
rates maintained, that the invafion of Bohemia, by 
this unhappy prince, was no juft fubjeEt of offence 
to the emperor; and that the houfe of Atiftria, 
whofe quarrel the emperor·was not obliged by 
any means to adopt, was alone the fuffuer in this 
cafe. However that may have bcen, the pro-
grefs and iffue of the war were unfavourable to 
the allies. 

V. The fuccefs of the imperial arms filled the Tfle 1'1"". 

votaries of Popery and Rome with the warmeft ~::~!n~~-= 
tranfports of joy and exultation, and prefcnted to BnhemiaD 

their imaginations the moft flattering proil)eC\:s. war. 

They thought that the happy period was now ap
proaching, when the whole tribe of heretics, that 
had withdrawn their necks from the papal yoke, 
!hould either perifh by the fword, or be reduced 
under the dominion of the church. The empe-
ror himfdf feemed to have imbibed no' fmall 
portion' of this odious fpirit, which was doubly 
prepared, to convert or to deflroy. The -flame 
of ambition that burned within him, was nourifh-
cd by the fuggeftions of bigotry. Hence he au-

to him t~e caufe a~d interefta of the Haufe of Au/Ma. See 
UnJchuldtgt Nachnit, A. 1747. p. 858. a::J- What Dr. 
MOSH ElM obferves her~ may be true; but then it is as true. 
that MATTHEW HOE mull have been a great fool, or a great 
knave, to Iillen to flU:h infilluations" not only Q1I accouDt of 
their glaring abfurdity, but alfo confidering the perwn. frOlll 
whom thq- came. This is the fame HOE tt.t 111 mentioned 
above as a learned defender of the: L~enw faith. 

daciou1Iy 
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dacioufly carried his arms, through a great parf 
of Germany, fuffered his generals to vex with im
punity thofe princes and fiates which refufed a 
blind obedience to the court of Rome, and fhew
ed plainly, by all his proceedings, that a fcheme 
had been laid for the extinaion of the Germanic 
liberty, civil and facreJ. The clcaor of Saxony's 
zealous attachment to the emperor, which he had 
abundantly difcovered by his warm and ungene
rous oppofition to the unfortunate FREDERIC, 

together with the lamentable difcord that reigned 
among the German princes, perfuaded the papal 
faCtion, that the difficulties which feemed to op
pore the execution of their projecl:, were far from 
being invincible. Accordingly the perions COIl

cerned in this grand enterprife began to aa their 
refpeCl:ive parts. In the year 1629, FYRIHNAND 

ll., to give fame colour of jufl:icc to this religi
ous war, iffued out the terrible rcjiitutioll-cdiB, 
by which the Pratclhnts were ordered to reJ10re 
to the church of Rome all the poffcfiiolls they had 
become maIlers of in confcquence of the religious 
peace, concluded in the preceding ccnt~lry [tJ. 
This ediCl: was principally o\ving to the fuggef. 
tions of the Jefuits. That greedy and ambitious 
Order claimed a great part of thefe goods and 
poffeffions as a recompence due to their labours 
in the caufe of religion; and hence aroie a warm 
c:onteft between them and the ancient and real 
proprietors [u J. This conteft indeed was deci
ded by the law of force. It was the depopulating 
foldier, who, fword in hand, gave weight and au. 
thority to the imperial edid, wrefiing out of the 

[t) See for an ilJuftration of this matter, the authors mrn
~ by STII.UVIUS, in his S,ntagma HiJior. Gmnani4!, 
P.~SJ'3· 

(aJ ~ ~KRhT •. :!\-UO. SALIO, Hiflor • .Allgujl. ConfdJiu,jir, 
... Lo Ji1I. 1 .. cap. W. § XXV. p. 810. 

hands 



CHAP. I. In 
hands of the lawful poifeifor; without form of C E N T. 

procefs, whatever the Romifh priefl:s and monks s F.~V;!·IJ. 
thought proper to claim, and treating the iImo- P A B. T 1. 

cent and plundered fulrerers with all the feverity 

2"heHISTOItV of the Romi(h CHURCH. 

that the moft barbarous fpirit of oppreffion and 
injuftice could fuggcfl: [v]. 

VI. GeTman,) groaned under thefe difmal fcenes (lullavul 
Adolphul 

of tumult and oppreflion, and looked about for intclvcna, 

fuccour in vain. The enemy encompaifed her 
011 all fides, and none of her princes feemed qua. 
lified to fl:and forth as the avenger of her injuries, 
or the affertor of her rights. Some were re- The COll
i' f .. h elution of ilramed rom appeanng 1Il er caufe by the fug- the thirty 

gcfiions of bigotry, others by a principle of fear, years war. 

and others again by an ungenerous attention to. 
their own private interefl:, which choked in their-
breaHs all concern for the public good. An il
lu!lrious hero, whofe deeds even envy was obliged 
to rcvere, and whofe name will ddcend with 
glory to the latell ages, came forth, m:vcrthelels, 
at this critical lealun; GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS 

took the field, and maintained the caufe of the 
Germanic liberties againft the opprellion and 

o [v J ,Vhen thc con[cqucnces of thcfe iniquitous and bar~ 
bamllt; plUct'<,dings wen: reprcfented to this Emperor, and he 
wa~ afTnred that the country mull be utterly ruined, in cafe 
the Bohemians, rendered dcfperate by his cnonnous cruelty 
and opprdlion, {hould excrt thcmfclvcs in defence of their li
herties, and endeavour to repel force by force; L(: is reported 
to }Javc anfwcred, with great zeal and calmneJs, Malumus reg
,/11m 'iJajalum, qWl1n damna/urn. See the lIifloria P~rfi'curionum 
Ecclcjid! Bohanicd!, &c. p. I p. a work publilhed (probably in 
lIolland, as would feem by the type) in· the year 1648, in 24to. 
This little book contains an ample recital of the deplorable 
effeCts of lawlcfs power, in human bigotry and blood-thirfty 
zeal; "nd proves, by nurnberlds faCts, that Dr. MOSH ElM had 
the fhongdl evidences for the account he gives of FERDiNAND 

and his miffionaries. It is impoffible to reRea upon the fan
guinary manner of fuch com'erters, without expreffing, at the 
fame tim!:, a generous deteftation and abhorreru;c of their UJl>o 

juft anl1 violent proceedings. N. 

21 tynllny 
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C EN T. tyranny of me houfe-of .4.l(/lria. . M the earndt 
... ~.I·II. requeft of the French court, which beheld, with 
P • .: or I. uneaftnefs, the overgrown power of that afpiring 

• hoofe, he fet fail for Germany, in the year 1629, 
with a {mall army; and, by his repeated 'vi8:o.. 
ries t blafl:ed, in a £hart time, the fanguine hopes 
which the pope and emperor had entertained of 
fuppreffing the Proteftant religion in the empire. 
Thefe hopes, indeed, feemed to revive in the 
year 1632, when this glorious aifertor of Genna
nic liberty f~ll in the battle of Lut-::.cn [w J; but 
this unfpeakable lofs was, in fome mcafure, made 
Up in procefs of time, by the conduct of thofe 
who fucceeded GUSTAVUS at the llead of the 

'Swedifh army. And, accordingly, the war was 
obilinately carried on in bleediilg Germany, du
ring many years, with various fuccefs, until the 
exhaufted tr:eafures of the contending parties,. 
and the pacific inclinations of CHRISTINA, the 
daughter and fucceffor of GUST A VUB, put an end 
to thefe defolations, and brought on a treaty of 
peace. 

The !)eace VII. Thus, after a war of thirty years, carried 
of "efIp6#- • h h fl: I' . fi d Ii., on WIt t e mo unre entmg ammo lty an ar-

dour, the wounds of Germany were elafed, and the 
dr.ooping fiates of EurtJpe were revived, in the 
rear 1648, by the peace of Wejiphaba, fo called 
from the cities of Munflcr and Ofnaburg, where the 
negodations were held, and that famous treaty 
concluded. The Protefiants, indeed, did nO.t 
~rive from this treaty all the privileges they 
daimed, nor all the advantages they had ill view; 

[-w] See AR.CKENHCt.TZ, MemDinr dt fa Rci"t Chrjflinr, 
tpm. i. p. 7-zo. in which there are many very intel't!fting 
allocdotes rclating to the life, exploits, and death, of Gu s:u'''so The learned compiler of there Memoirs has alfo thrown' 
~~5!h.·light upon this period, aQd ~f the lleace that terminat~ 
ttUe lOng and dreadfUl war. 

for 
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for tbe emperot,.among Q~her lefs important in~ 
frances of obftinacy, abfolutely refufed to re~ 
inflate the Bohemian and Auflrian Proteflants in 
their religious privileges, or to reflore the Upper 
Palatinate to its ancient and lawful proprietor. 
But they, neverthelefs, obtained 'by 0 t~is peace, 
privileges and advantages which the votaries of 
Rome beheld with much difpleafure and uneafi
nefs; and it is unqueflio~lably evident, that the 
treaty of VVcflpbalia gave a new and remarkable 
degree of l1:ability to the Lutheran and Reformed 
churche:; in Germany. . By this treaty the peace 
of Augjburg, which the Lutherans had obtained 
from CH~\RLf.S V. in the preceding century, was 
firmly feeured againfi all the machinations and {ira
tag ems of the court of RClllc; l,>y it the rdlitution
cdi..?, which commanded the Protdbnts to reflore 
to the Romi!h church the ecclefi:.dtical revenues 
and lands they had taken poffd1ion of after that 
Peace was abrogoatcd and both the contendin& , ' (' . .."';) 

parties confirmed. ill the perpetual and uninter": 
rupted poffclIion of whatever they had occupied 
in the beginning of the year, 1624. It would be 
entering into a very long detail, were we to enu
merate the advantages that accrued to the Prote
!tant princes from this treaty [x J. All this was 

ex J An account of this whole matter, fufficient to fatisfy the 
cunofit)" of the moil: inquifitive reader, may be found in that 
moft elaborate and excellent work, compiled by the very learn
ed and judicious JOHN GODFRY DE MEYERN, under th.e fol-. 
lowing title: Al'la Pacis fIId/pbaliCtE e/ E:;eecutionu ejus NfJri",. 
Ilf!r,g~'!Jis. See alfo the more compendious, though valuable 
work of APAMl, J;Whop of Ilierapoiu, entitled, Relatio Hiflori.a 
de Pacificntionc Ofoabrugo Monajlerim/i; of which °the iiluftrioull 
author publiihed a new editicm at Le#,"_ in ~e year 1737. 
more accurate and ample than the preceding ~e, We mlUl 
not omit here tlle ingenious Father BOtlGEANT'. elegant hif
tory of tli.i. treaty, which, though chiefly drawn from the. 
lIapmi of t.lu= French ambafi'adora, is, neverthdefs, generally 
{peaking, co.red With accuracy, impartiality, and candour; 
it ~ publilhed at Pari;, in the year 17+6, in fix volumes iA 
IW .. UDder the title of HifJoire de fa Paitll de W!fiIhalie. 
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C E N T. a tource of ve,cation to the courtaf Rome, and 
s J";ev~'~.Jl:-fi1atk,. its pontif feel the fevereft pangs of difap~ 
cf'1I _7"1. pointe 'd. ambition. He, accordingly, ufed var~ous 

{ ftratageih,s, without being very fcrupulous in' the 
t;hoice, i~ order to annul this treaty, or elude its 
effeas ; ~ but his attempts were unfuccefsfuI, fince 
neither the emperor, nor the princes that had 
e",-barked in this caufe, thought it advifeable to 
involve themfelves anew in the tumults of war, 
whofe i1Tue is fo uncertain, and whofe moIl: fatal 
effeCts they had lately efcaped with fo much dif
ficulty. The treaty, therefore, was executed in 
all its parts; and all the articles that bd been 
agreed upon at Munjler and Ofnaburg were con
firmed and ratified, in the )'ear 1650, at Nurem-

The hote
flant, vexed 
and perfc
cuted hy 
Rom. and ita 
",otalies. 

berg [yJ. 
VIII. After this period, the Court of Rome 

and its creatures were laid under a confidcrable 
degree of teilraint. They Jid not any longer 
dare to makc war in an open and public m:lllner 
upon the Proteftants, fince the prefcnt ftate of 
thin&s blafted all the hopes they had fondly en
tertamed of extinguifhing the light of the reforma
tion, by deftroying or reducing under their ghoft
Iy yoke the princes and flates that had encouraged 
and proteB:ed it in their territories. But where~ 
ever they could exert the fpirit of perfecution with 
impunity, there they oppreffed the Proteihnts jn 
the moil grievous manner, and, in defiance of the 
moft folemn conventions and of the moil facred 
obligations, encroached upon their rights, pri
vileges, and po1TeiIions. Thus in Hungary, dur~ 

. (y] Pope INNOCENT X. oppofed to this treaty of peace, in 
me year 1651, a flaming Bull; on which HORNBECK pub
lilhed at Utrecht, in 16p, an ample and learned commentary. 
entitled, Examrn Bul!~ Papa/is, qua lrmacerI.rius X. aln-agare 
"itiJllr Paum GlrmoniL. This Bul1 might, per-haps, have pro
ducedfome effe8. upon the Emperor and hi. allies, had it heen" 
prnpmy gik/fq. . 

ing 
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ing the fpace of ten years "[zJ, both Li..1therans 
and Calvinifts were involved in an. uninterrupted 
fcries of the moft cruel calamities and vexations 
[a J. The injuries and infuIts they fuffered at 
the hands of many orders of men, and more efpe~ 
cially of the Jefuits, both before and after the 
period now under confidcration, are not to be 
numbered. In Poland, all thofe who ventured 
to differ from the Pope, found, by a bitter expe
rience, during the whole courfe of this century, 
that no treaty aT convention that tended to fet 
bounds to the authority or rapacity of the church, 
was held facTed or even regarded at Rome. For 
many of thcfe were ejected out of their fchools. 
deprived of their churches, robbed of their goods 
and poifeffiulls under a variety of perfidious pre
texts; nay, frequel}tly condemned to the maR 
fevere and cruel punifhments, without having 
been even chargeable with the appearance of a 
crime [b J. The remains of the \Valdenfes, that 
lived in the vallies of Piedmont, were perfccutcd 
uften with the mofi inhunian cruelty ~and more 
efpecially in the years 16:'2, 1655, anu 1685), on 
account of their magnanimous alld ll::edfalt at
tachment to the religion of their anceftors; ami 
this pcrfeclltion was carried on with all the hor
rors of fire and [word by the Dukes of Savvy [c J: 

[z] From 1671 to 1681. 
[a] See Hij!oria Diplomatiea de Statu Rel;gi91li.r E'IIal:gelic<I 

in Hungari';, p. 69.-PAULI DEBRI:UNI liijlolia Eccl:.fi4 
Reformat • .: in Hungario, lib. ii. p. 447.-SCliI;"1-l0RNlUS, in 
]V[ufto Hel'lJ~fico, tom. vii. p. 46-9°' 

[b] See AD. REGENVOLSCHII H~lJoria Ecclp<z Sell/von;,-, 
lib. ii. cap. xv. p. :Z16. 235. 253.--The gnev:lllc.cs which the: 
Dif!flilcrs from the Church of Rom. fuli'ered in Poland afta 
REGI:N,OLSCIUS, may be learned from vario,"s lJ,femorialz 
that have been. publilhed in our times • 
• [el Sec GILLES fliJloire Ecclifrqflique des E$!ift.r Vaudoif!, 
publilhed at GenMJa ill 4to, in the year 1656, chap. x.hm. 
p. 339' . 
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J f' rile .ffi'T~)ttv rf Ih#RG1l1lih CUUR(:S. 

C E fi. T. In Ger/11any, the fame fpirit 0f bigotry and peT(e~ 
St1v~"Il- cution produced almoft every where flagrant aCts 
P A. T 1. of injuftice. The infra8:ions of the famous treaty 
, above mentioned, and of the Germanic liberty 

that. was founded upon it, would furniili matter 
for many volumes [dJ; and all thefe infraCtions 
were owing to a prepofterous and extravagant zeal 
for augmenting the authority, and extending the 
jurifdiCtion, of the Church of Rome. And, indeed, 
as long as that church and its aifuming pontif 
fuall perfifr in maintaining that they have a right 
to extend their lordly fceptre over all the ch\lrches 
of the Chrifrian world, fo long muet thofe who 
have renounced their authority, but are more or 
lefs within their reach, defpair of enjoying the in~ 
eIlimable bleffings of fecurity and peace. They 
will always be confidered as rebellious fubjeCts, 
againft whom the greatdl ac.ts of feverity and 
violence are lawful. 

'rh. Moo'·. IX. The zealous infhuments of t.he Court of 
baniiherl R 1·J1.. d I 1 ' h' out of "f, 'io ·ollle accomp Hue , at engt 1, In t IS century, 
~~f~at~~. '0- what had often been attempted without fuccefs, 
tetcuted by delivering Spain from the infidelity of the 

rI..... Moors, and Francq from the herefy of the Prote. 
fiants. The pofierity of the Moors or Saracens, 
who had formerly been mafters of a great part of 
Spain, had hitherto lived in that kingdom mixed. 
With the other inhabitants of the country, and 
their number was fiill confiderable. They were 
Chriftians, at leafr in their external profeffion and 
manners; indufirious alfo, and inofienfivc; and, 
upon the whole, good and ufeful fubjeds: But 

. they were grofsly fufpeaed of a feeret propenfity 
to the doctrine of MAHOMET, which Wai the reli. 

[dJ The HiJlorits of the grievances fuffered by the Prote
ftant8 of G~n7IIUIJ on account of 'their religion, that have be¢1J 
compbfed by STIlVVIUS and HOFFMAN, CO$aiD.ample detaib 
of t:hi& matter. 

gion 
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gion of their 8f1ceil:or.s. . Hence the cl~r~ beret c ~VN T.~ 
the monarch with thelr Importunate fohcltations, SEC ;\1 
and never ceafed their clamorous remonflrances P" t. ,r' I,' 

before a royal edit~ was obtained to drive the 
Saracens, whofe numbers were prodigious, out of 
the Spanifh territories. This imprudent fiep was 
highly detrimental to the kingdom of Spain, and 
its pernicious effects are more or lefs vifible even 
at the prefent times; but the church, whofe inte--
refh and dominion are, in Popifu countries, con-
fidered as diflinCl: from the interefis and authority 
of ilate, and of a much more fuolime and excel-
lent nature, acquired new acceffions of wealth 
and power by the expulfion of the Moors [e J. In 
proportion as the community loft, the church 
gained; and thus the public good was facrificed 
to the demands of bigotry and fuperttition. 

I II Frana, the perfeeuting fpirit of the Church 
of Rome exhibited fccnes f[ill more fhocking. 
The Proteftants of that kingdom, commonly call. 
ed J-luxucnots, after having groaned, for a long 
Ji):lce of time, under variolls forms of cruelty and 
Ilpprefiion, and feen multitudes of their brethren 
put to death, by feeret confpiraeies or open tyraIl~ 
ny and violence, were, at length, obliged either 
to fa\,;.' themfelves by a clandeftine flight, or to 

profds, againft their confciences, the Romifh re~ 
li:,;iull. This barbarous and iniquitous fcene of 
:French perfecution, than which the annals of mo
dern hiftory pre[ent nothing more unnatural and 
odious, will find its place below, in the hiftory of 
the Reformed Church [fJ. 

X. All the re[ources of inventive genius and The e:lurt 

fi d l' II h ifi f . fi .. £ of Rom. f.iI. re ne POI1CY, a t. e e orts 0 In muatmg crart in "' n-

and audacious rebellion, wer\! employed ~o bring ~nmt~~/~~ 

[~J Set' M I C H A E L Gt:DDU's Hi/lory of the Expu!!iotl qf the 
MorrfloeJ out of Spain, in his Mi/i:el1ortt0tJ4 Trolls, vo~ i. p . .59. 
Vl III Lhe fe~olld chapter ot the ~~cond part ~f tbJ.l fethan. 

pack. 
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~k Great Britain and Ireland .under the yoke ,of 
Rome. But flll thefe attempts were without effeCt. 
About the beginning of this century, a fet pf def
perat'e and execrable wretches, in wh;.)[c brcafts 
the fuggefiians of bigotry, and the hatred of the 
Proteftant religion, had fupprdled all the feelings 
of juil:icc and humanity, were infl:igated by three 
Jefuits, of whom GARNET, the fupcrior of the fo
dety in England, was the chief, to form the moil: 
horrid plot that is known in the annals of hiitory. 
The deflgn of this confpiracy was ncthing Ids 
than to (kIlroy, at one blow, JAMES I., the Prince 
qf Waks, and both Houfes of Parliament, by the 
cxplofion of an immenfe quantity of gun-po'wder, 
which W:lS concealed, for that purpore, in the 
V;Jll!tS that lay under the Haufe of Lords. The 
filnguimry bigots concerned in it imClgined, that, 
as foon as this horrible deed was performed, they 
'Would be at full liberty to refl:ore Popery to its 
former credit, and !"ubititute it in the place of the 
Protdlant rdigioll [gJ. This odious coniiliracy, 
whofe infl:rrd purpofe was providentially difco
vered, when it ViaS ripe for execution, is cummonly 
known in Britain under the denomination of the 
gw.-p:;wdcr trc.fCil [b J 

This difcovery did not fufpend the efforts and 
ftratagerns of the Court of Rome, \"hich carricli 

Cr [gJ Ther~ i,'; a ]c:tu- n\all" written 1,,), S;r EnRARD 
D,IGlJY, 'ODe of the CO'If;}ir:lt",-.. ,. to hi, wif~, af:.er [,i:, cOlluemn
arion, w:lich dcfcncs an t:ni,h'Ht {'lace in tIlt' 11i{lory of fuper
il.iti()n and bigotr:-, and /hew~ abundantly tht'ir infernal fpirit 
and tl'n(kllcy. The foll()\\,;ll~ paffag'~ will (",,,firm th;s jud;(
nl~nt: " lvTo,,;v j:,'l" r~.:)' i,'!ir'<,"';NZ, furs })IGhY, /d me If!! Jf;f/, 
•• thai, Y'I load ;'/,cug.l,j /J..ere fMeI br,'" 1/.· .. · /,a:!i Jill ill th~ plot, I 
c, 'would net haq," bern (f it for nIl !I.t ""orld; and no othrr Cl1l!/t 
.. nNW 'he fa /'azard fIlJ' 1°,-;1411' UI,d '!(e bul ulJI to God's rd,'
.' gi,;r.." Hec thc' Paj"rJ r~;"ting to t:~ Popi!b Plot, pubJi!hcd 
t>y the orCC!'S of St:cretary Cov b:N"rln. 

[lJJ .. S~t; R.Hl); THOYR,\S, lfij!cin d'Allc~!rttrre, livr. xviii. 
to:n. vu. p. 4o.-Jo. HENit. HEID£G(.iI:IU HiJ70ria P<lp:;tu~. 
Pt:liod;§ vii. p. 2U. 29l, &c. 

on, 
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on it~ fchemesin the fucc~eding reign, but, with C EW.,;~ 
lefs vIOlence, and more cautIOn. CHARLES I. was S, r.~V~J·rfi 
a, prince .of a foft and gentle temper, and was en. J' A .. ;i . 
tirely direaed by the counfds of LAUD, archbifhop 
of Canterbury, a man who was neither deftitute of 
learning nor good qualities [i], though he carried 
things to excefIjvc and intolerable lengths, through 
his warm and violent attachment to the ancient 
rites and ceremonies of the church; the ~een, on 
the other hand, who was a princefs of France, was 
warmly devoted to the interefts of Popery; and 
from all this it feemed probable enough, that, 
though treafon and violence had failed, yet artifice 
and mild meafures might fucceed, and that a re
conciliation might be brought about between 
F,ngland and Rome [jJ. This prof pea, which had 
finiIed in the imaginations of the friends of Popery, 
vanifhcd elltirely when the civil war broke out b;;:. 
twcw the King and Parliament. In confcquence 
of thefe commotions, both the unfortunate 
CFHRHS alJd his imprudent and bigottcd coun-
fellor LAUD were brought to the fcafi'old; and 
OLIVER CROMWELL, a man of unparalleled refo. 
Jution, dexterity, and forefight, and a declared 
enemy to every thing that bore even the moR: 
diltant refemblance of popery, was placed at th~ 
helm of government, under the title of Protetlor' 
of the commonwealth of England. 

The hopes of Rome and its votaries were, ne· 
verthelefs,- revived by the refi:oration of CHARLES 

II., and from that period grew mort: lively and 

c:J' [i] Mr. HUlIIE, fpeaking of LAt'D'S ieaminp,: 'nd mo
rals, exprcffcs himfelf in the:: following manner: .. fhic mall 
" was virtuous, if fc"critv of mallners alone, and abftin<mcc 
.. from pleafure, could defcJ'\'c that naml:'. He was learned. 
" if nolemical knowledge could entitle him to that praife." 

.See HUM!:'s Hiftory of Great Britain, volvo p. 193· 
[n Set U~BAN CERRI, Elat Priftrlt de l'Eglife RQmQille. 

po' 31S.-Nu1.'s KrflorJ oj the Puritatll, vol. iii. p- 194-

14 fanguine 



C iJ:x,T. (ang';llne from day to ~a.y. for that.I?onarch~ as 
S i'e,," n. appe~rs from unque!honable authol'ltles [k], had 
,":A'!t'1' t been initiated, during his exile, into the myileries 

of popery, and had fecretly embraced that reli
gion, while his only brother, the prefumpi:ive 
heir to the cr :)wn, profdfed it openly, and had 
publicly apoftatized from the Frotdlant faith. 
CHARLES, indeed, was not a proper infirument 
for the propagation of any theological fyfiem, 
Indolent and voluptuous on the one hand, and 
inclined to infidelity and irreligion on the other. 
it was not from him that the Roman pontif could 
expect that zeal and indull:ry, that were necefTary 
to force upon the Englifh nation a religion fo 
contrary to the tcnor of the law~ and the Jpirit of 
tllf' pt!ople as popery was ['J. This zeal was 

, , found 

[kJ BJJRNET'~ Hjf,?r,V ~f /,i, cern rim'", vol. i,_ hook iii. p. 
fjo3' 606.-NEAL'S H)lo,'" r1' f})" l':JI-i.t:7I.1', vul. iv. p- ~33. 
Zj7. 534.-RAPIN THOfRAS, lfijhirc de l'AlIgltlcrrc, lin-. 
xxiji; Vlli. ix. p. I flo. 

C:f' [lJ Such it; tile rqm!cnta;ioll given of CHAR.LES II. by 
all hifioTians j fo that Dr. !llosH ":IM is rxcnfable i,j milt.lkillg 
'Ii part of this mOIlJ:-ch'" charaEt~r, whidl w.!~ k'!UWll to wry 
few ·iJefqre him. M:-. H u ~lE, wInk hillory of til:: reign of 
that prince is a mai\er-piccc in <'HTy rcfpeC:~, guve a like ac
C()\lnt of CHARLES, as fluctuatillg bctwc't'n Dcifm und Popery. 
But t.his eminent hitl,orian h:wing had occaJjol1, during his re
fitknce lit Paris, to ptTufe thc' manuf":-ipt-mcmoirs vf King 
JAMES 11., which wert: written hy himfdr, and an: hpt in the 
Scots College there, rt~ceiV(d ii'om them new inf0rmation with 
n;fp~8. to the religious charat'1er of CHARLES; and was con
.nbeed that his zeal for Popery wenl much farther than has 
b~ generally> imagined. 1"(11' it appears, with the utmoft. 
c:vicitnc". from thde memoirs, that the King had laid with his 
~j,niftry a famal pliln for fubvcrting the cOllftitutioll in fa.
"o~ of Popery; that the ~ntrodutlion of Popery, as the efta
bnflu;d religion. was. tJ:!e great and pril\cipal, objeCt which 
CHAlll.l\S had in view when he entered into the french al. 
liance, which wc>. ~S concluded at VerjaJ.lies in· the end of 16~. 
or Qtginning of 1670, by Lord }\IlUNDEl. uf /Vardour. By 
thi~ treaty, LEWIS was to give CH,AIlLES 200,QOO pOlJlIds 1\ 
ye'a:, in quarterly payments, in ord", to enable bim tp, efta-. 
lili.lh the Roman Catholic religion iII Enslana; and to fuPJIly , . 4Uq 



CRAl1' ... I.rhe Ht$'l'o-av rf the. RonUnt>CnUR.CH. 1'.'1' 
found i~ his bigott~d, f\lcc;efi'or j.O\MES n.; but it c ~. N~. 
was accompanied with ruch exceffive vehemenCe s :ViLu, 
and imp~udence a.s entirely defeated its own pur. p "C .. T; a. 
pofes; for that mconfiderate monarch, by his 
paffionate attachment t~ the court of Rome, and 
his blind obiequioufnefs to the unfeafonable anl\ 
precipitate counfels of the Jefuits~ who were the 
oracles of his cabinet, gave a mortal blow to that 
religion which he meant to promote, and fell froIl\ 
the throne whofe prerogatives he was attempting 
to augment and extt;:nd. Immediately on his ac-
ceffion to the crown, he openly attempted to re--
Hore to its former vigour, both in England and.. 
Ireland, the authority of the Roman pantif, which 
had been renounced and am;l.UUed by the laws of 
both realms; and that he might accomplifll with. 
the more facility this moft imprudent purpofe, he 
trampled upon thofe rights and privileges of bis 
people, that had eve.r been held moft refpeCl:able 
and facred, and which he had bound himfelf, by 
the moft folemn engagements, to fupport and 
maintain. JuiHy exatperated and provoked by 
repeated infults from the throne upon their reli. 
gion and liberties, and alarmed with natural ap. 
prehenfions of the approaching ruin <;If both; the 
Englifu nation looked aQ()ut for a. deliverer, and 
fixed its views, in the year IqS,8, on WlltLI,AM 
prince of Ortlnge, fon-in-law to their d~fpQti~ 

him aKQ with 6000 men, in <:.afc. 'of any jnf~1'feGtiQn, ~ 
divifivn of the U,iited Provin<,;c8 betw.een E'lg/anti ano' Fr4'lte 
was another article qf this treaty. But we are told, that tin:: 
{!,lb,"erfien of the P~Dteftant r.eligion in, England WIll the point 
t~atCHA"I,i!l 4agchjeffy at,~c,:iII1:; aQ~ thath~ inlift~.w;t{JJl
ly' un beginning with the execution of this ,Pal1: of th.C: treaty; 
put the Duchcfs of OrkolU, in the intervIew at DD'/);r, per
f'Qlidtd him to ~gin with the Dutch war. The King (fa.ys 
)4T. Ht1NE"wuf~ZMi"u.r a Pnpif/, that he wptfor joy wbeu 
,~ ent~rt<lined the pr~jea of re-un,iting, ,his ki~~m to the 
Catholic Church. Sec tlte Curreti'tms and AdrJrtfOfl.t to ~ 
tJuMB'e Hi/h.?"ofC~lu II., po zss. u. the uote." .. 

2 " JIlonarch, 
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monarch, by whore wifdom and valour. things 
were fo conduB:ed, that' JAMES was obhged to 
retire from his dominions and to abdicate the 
crown; and the Roman pontif, with all his adhe
rents, were difappointed in the fond expeB:ations 
they had formed of Teftoring popery in Eng
land [m]. 

XI. When the more prudent defenders and 
patrons of the RomiIh faith perceived the iII fuc
cefs that attended all their violent and fanguinary 
attempts to eftablilh its authority, they thought 
it expedient to have recour[e to fofter methods; 
and inftead of conquering the Proteftants by open 
force, propofcd deluding them back into the 
church of Rome by the infrnuating influence of 
lecret artifice. This way of proceeding was ap
proved by many of the votaries of Rome,. but 
they were not all agreed about the particular 
manner of employing it, and therefore follow~d 
diJferent methods. Some had rccourfe to the ap
pointment of public diii)'..ltations or conferences 
between the principal dotlors of the contending 
parties; and this from a notion, which paft CX~ 
perience had rendered fo ":lin and chimerical, that 
the adverfaries of popery would either be van
lluifhed in the debate, or at ieall: be per[uaded to 
look upon the Roman-catholics with leis aver
:lion and diiguft.Others declared it as their 
opinion, that all co!]tdl was to be fufpended; 
that the great point was to find out the proper 
method of reconciling the two churches; and 
that, in order to promote this falut:lry purpofe, 
as little frrefs 33 poilible was to be laid upon thofe 

(m J The circumlbnces of this famous and ever memorable 
,",,,oll}tion are accurately recorded by BURNET, in the.fecond, 
'Volume of his IJ11ory' of, bis ~wn 'Ti ma; a ad alIo by R.lF IIi, ill 
the tt:ltth volume ot his H!Jlory of Englalld. Add to tllde, 
NUL's lfif/rl''y of the PuritatlJ, vol. iv. eh. xi. p. 536. 

mattera. 
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matters of cont~overfy ~hathad been hitherto' C E N T; 

looked upon as of the hlghefl: moment and im- XVII, 

A d'IT f d' SECT II. partance. l1I~rent manner 0 procee mg was P.l. II, ~ I. 
thought more advifeable by a third fet of men, 
who, from a perfuafion that their doClors had 
more zeal than argument, and were much more 
eminent fdr their attachment to the church of 
Rome, than for their fkill in defending its caufe, 
prepared their combatants with greater care for 
t he field of controverfy, taught them a new art of 
theological war, and furnifhed them with a new 
;md [ul~tle method of vanquifhillf" or <it leait of 
perplexing, their heretical advcrfaries. 

XII. There was a famous conference held at The,"'(l~icll 
• . • conft:1 ellcca 

Rail/bon, In the year 1601, at the lomt defire of f.eld be, 

}\'1 . 1 I f B' , II') I '~'e<n ,he '-,\XIMJI.IAN,lU(CO avarra,ani. IIlLlP .EWIS, doch,,-,of 

dec,-lor Palatinc, between fome eminent Lutheran bO,lh t 

J - h d , f' <; .UlC Ie., dodor.; on t Ie one i!dc, amI tree celebrate . e Ults 

on the c.ther. Tl1L~ difpute turned upon the two 
great points, to which <tlmoH uil the contefls be-
twcca the ProtdLlllt~ ;md J'{oman-catholics are 
reducible, evell the r:1/(' r:f flit/; and the ju((~-e of 
{ontro'1X'r/ies. In the year 1615, a confen:nce W;lS 

held at NI.''U'lmIK, between -,"i.MES HEILBRONNER, 

a learned Lutheran, and J-O\MES KU.L.ER, a cele-
bratul jei'uit, by the appointment of W(H.FnANG 

,VILLlAM, prince P(iiatille, who had a little before, 
that time emhraced the Rami!h faith. Bnt the moil: 
famou~; of all tht:!e coniCrences was that held in 
the year 1645, at '1l;,701, by the exprds order of 
ULADlfLAUS IV" k;ng of Poland, between feve-
ral eminent doCtors of the Romifh, Lutheran, 
and Reformed churches. This meeting, which 
was deiig-ned to heal the divifion that reigned 
among thefe churches, and to fiud out fome me-
thod of reconciling their differenceS, and bring-
ing about their re-union, was thence called the 
Charitable Conferenre. Some time after this, ER~ 
:-<EST, Landgrave of H<;ffi, in order to give a pIau-

, ~~ 
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tible colour to his apo~afy from the Protefiant 
religion, and make it appear to be the refult of 
examination and conviCtion, obliged V-,\LERI'ANUS 

MAGNUS, a It:arned Capuchin, to enter the lifts 
with PETER HADERCORN, a reformed minifter in 
the cafil~ of Rheilifcldf. Befides thefe public con· 
ferences, there were others of a more private na· 
ture held, during this century, betwcCIl the doc. 
t()rs of the contending chllTches. The moft re
markable of thefe was the famous difpute be. 
tween JOHN Cr.AuDE, the moll learned of the 
Reformed divines in France, and JA~TES BENIGN}: 

I)E BOSSUET, whofe genius and erudition placed 
him at the head of the Romilh dodors in that 
country. This difpute, which was held in the 
year 1683, ended like all the reft. They all 
widened the breath infl::ead of healing it. Nei
ther of the contending parties could be perfuaded 
to yield [n J; all the contrary, they both returned 
from the field of controvcri'y more riveut;d in 
their own opinions, anJ. man:: averfe to thofe of 
their advcrfaries. 

XIII. Thoie of the Roman-Catholics, whofe 
views were turned towards union and concord, 
did not omit the ufe of pi,;.us artiflce and ftrata~ 
gem, in order to accompli{h this falutary purpofl:. 
They endeavoured to perfuade the zealous Pro:.. 
tenants and the rigid Catholics, that their diRer. 

[n] The reader who ddirc$ a more particular account of 
what paficd iu thcic conferences, may fatisfy his curiolity by 
confultillg the writers mentioned by SAGITTARIUS, in his In
'rtJdul'l. ;,. Hi/lor-iam EalJta}l. tom. ii. p. 156'). 1581. 159z, 
159B. An acc()unt of tne conf.:n:nce belwct'n CLAUDE and 
l\()SSt7ET >vas compofed and publithed by e~ch of thefe fa
mous combatants. 130 ss U liT'S account was thus entitled: 
Conference {we. M. CLA UDE, fur III maliere de r Eglifl, Paris 
1663. ill 12rlO. This acconnt was anfwcred by CLAUDE, in 
hM R,efponft au Livre de M. DE M~,AUX, illiitulf, Confere.nce 
~ Iff., CLAUllI' •. p'.lI.lWbcQ. at the Hagu~ in S"fO ill the ye~ 
1683. 
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ence, s in op'inion wer., e lefs confiderable, and lelis c .... I 'N'h 
important, than they themfelves imagined; and XVU. 

that the true way to put an end to their diITen- ~>\CII.T.;.~: 
fions, and to promote their ~nion, was not to --
nourifh the flames of difcord by difputes and con. 
ferences, but to fee whether their fyftems might 
not be reconciled, and their apparent inconfift~ 
cnces removed, by proper and candid explications. 
They imagined that an artful expofition of thofe 
doctrines of the church of Rome, that appeared 
the mofi: lhocking to the Proteft:ants, would 
tend much to conquer their averfion to Popery. 
Such was the general principle in which the 
Romiih peace-makers agreed, and fuch the bafts 
on which they propofed to carryon their pacific 
operations; but they differed fo widely in their 
manner of applying this general principle, 'and 
purfucd fuch ditlerent methods in the execution 
of this nice and perilous fhatagem, that the event 
did not an1\ver their expeCtations. In the way 
they proceeded, inftead of promoting the defired 
union by their reprefentations of things, by their 
exhortations and counfels, this uflion fcemed to 
be previouily nece{fary, in order to render their 
explications and exhortations acceptable, nay 
even fupportable; fo little were the means pro
portioned to the end! 

The firft and moft eminent of thofe who tried 
the force of their genius in this arduous enterprife 
was Cardinal RICHELIEU, that great minifi:er, 
who employed all the influence of promifes and 
threatenings, all the powers of fophifi:ry and elo
quence, ail the arts of perfuafion, in order to 
bring back the French Proteft:ants into the bofom 
of the Romifh church [0]. The example of tpis 

[oJ RICH. SIMbl'l, Ldtre.r Ghofftel, tom. i. p. 31,32. new 
'edit.-BAYLE', DiS;ollary, ,at the artidc AMVR.AUT, note 1 , 
at the article BEAULIEU, note c; at the article FulI.v, note 
8j at the utick Mu.uTlial.l. 

illuftrious 



,zuTheR1&TOt. Y :,'0/ the' ltom1Ih C1hrRC1r~ 

c .E ~ T. iUut1:zious ptelate was followed, but with lefs dig .. 
S/e'!r.·II. nity and·lefs influence, by MA.SENIUS., a Germall 
'P ~1lT I. lefuit [pJ, VOLUSJUS, a theologift of lv!ent'Z [q J; 

. PllJEToORlUS, a Pruffian [r J, GIBBON DE BURG, 

an Iri1h doCtor, who was profeIfor at Erfurtb [s], 
MARCELLUS, a Jefuit [tJ, and otper divines of in
ferior note. But of all modern adepts in contra
veTfy, none purfued this method with fuch dexte
rity and art as BOSSUET, bithop of It!caux, a man 
of true .genius, direCted by the moil: confummate 
circumfpeCtion and prudence. The famous Ex
pojiti(}n of the Roman-Galbolic Faith, that was drawn 
up by this fubtle and infinuating author, was de
figned to {hew the Protefl:ants, that their reafons 
againft returning to the bofom of the Romifh 
church would be foon and eamy removed, pro
vided they would view the doCtrines of that 
church in their true light, and not as they had 
been erroneoul1y reprefented by the ProteH:ant 
writers [uJ. This notion was propagated, though 

with 

[p] See FRID. SPANHEMII Strjtlur,~ ad TIOSSUETI E"i'rfi
t;oTlmr Fidei Cafl:a!ic£, tom. iii. opp. Thnkg. par. U. p. ID,P_ 

[q] There is extant a book cOlllpofed by this writer under 
the following title: Aurora Pocis r(/igillf£ tiivintE Veritali amica. 
l1fogunt. 1665. 4to. 

rr] In his Tuba Pacis, of which the reader may fec a Cllri
ous .account in BAYLE's Nouvella de fa RcpuUique dt'; Let/ra, 
for the year 1685, p. 1309' 

[s] In a treatife, entitled, Luthero Calvinifmus fchifmaJjcu~ 
quirJem fid reconciliabilis. 

[I] The book of MARCELLUS. entitled, Sapientia j1acifica, 
was refuted by SELDIUS, at the exprefs de fire of the Duke of 
SIlICbGolba. 

[ft] This book might fumilh fubjea for a multitude of re
fle£tioQs. See a particular account of its hinory and its eHi:a~ 
in PFAU'S Hijloria Li/erana Theologi~, tom. ii. p. 102.; and 
LE CURC'S ]Ji/Jl;othtqur UnivtrflUe d Hfjlorique, tom. xi. p. 
438. c::'r It is remarkable. that nine years palfed before this 
~kcould -obtain the :Pope's approbation. CLEMENT:X. re
fufed,.ityofitively. Nay. feveral Roman Catholic priefis were 
rigorou1ly treated, and feverely perfecuted, for preaching the 
~inc contained in the expofiUon of BOSSUET, which wa&, 

19 moreover,. 



w~th lefs dextetity and fuccefs, by DulUs. a 'leo. C M T" 
fUlt of Str,ajhurg, who wr.ote a book exprefsly to s 11 ...... 

h h t· 1 . ECT •• '!'l prove, t at t ere was. Itt e or no dIfference be- PAR. T .. r; 
tween the doCtrine of the council of Trent, and 
that of the confeffion of AugJburg, than which no 
two fyflems can be more irreconcilably oppo-
fite [w J. It is however remarkable, that all thefe 
pacific attempts to . re-unite the two churches, 
were made by the perrons now mentioned, on. 

moreover, formally condemned by· th~ U niverlity of LOrI'Vai,,_ 
;n the year 1685, and dec!ared to be fcalldalolls and pcrni.ious. 
The Sorbonne a1fo difavowed the doCtrine contained in that 
hook, though by a late ediet we learn, that the fotthers of thilt 
theological feminary have changed their opinion on that head, 
and thus given a new inftance of the variations that reign ill 
the Romifh Church, which boans fo much of its unifi,rmity 
in doCtrinal matters. The artifice that was cffil'lo)"ed in the 
compolition of this book, and the tricks that were ufcd in the 
fuppreffion and altt:ration of the tirfi editiun that was giv!=n of 
i~, have been detl'tlcd with great fagacity and evidence by the 
learned and excellent Archbifbop vV' A K E, In the Introriu8ion 
tn his g"P?fi1ion ~f the Doflrillc of th, GI'IJrch nJ ElIglm,,/, f..:Ic. 
See alfo Iris two D~fmcN of that Exp'!filioll, in which the perfi
dious fophiHry of Bossu ET is ufilnaJked and rcfut.:d in the 
moH fatisfaCtory manner. There was an excellent anfwer t() 
BOSSUET'S book puhlifhed by M. DE LA BAST!fn:, one of the 
moll: eminent Protellant mininers in Fra1l<f. This anfwer the 
French prelate took no notice of during eight YCaI"S; at the 
end of whilh h.: plfhl:fhcd all advertifement, in a new editioD 
of his E:<prfit;on, which was ddigued to remove the objeEtiollfil 
of LII. BA~TI])E. The latter repli<.o:l in fuch a dcmonitrative 
and victorious manner, that the le::trned biflll1p, notwithfiand
ing all hiri eloquence and art, was obliged to quit the Held of 
controvert)·. See a "cry intcrdting account of this inlidious 
work of BOSSU8T, and the controverlies it occalioncd, in the 
Bib/iutl'eque des Sciences, publifllct! at the Hos"e, vol. xviii. p. 
zoo This account, which is curious, accurate, ample, and 
learned, \vas given partly on oecaufin of a new edition of the 
ExprjitiorJ, printed at Pari.r in 1701, and accompanied \vilh a 
Latin tranflatioll done by FLEURY, and partly on occafion of 
Bu Uf.HiY'S Life of BqffJld. puhlifhed the fame year at Paris • 
. .. [w] Tfia [x,?k is er~titlcd, 1:11 Rc-;union des fro~tf {In! ~~ 

Sh.,ybIA"g a l' Egiift RomQf/lt. p~li/hed In 8"0 at Str{l Iffg, m 
\he year 1689.-See PlfIL. lAC. SPENE&l CO'!Jilia 'T. eol. Ger-.' 
man. pars iii. p. 650' 60z. ' 

their 



hI "fhe m~ '-if!' Rie '1l0iriHh' etfu1t~ 

e ~l"T, ttleir own printe atttfiorltY; theywete flor ~vow .. 
St"c~\J.' ed by the highet p~ers,wh,o alot~~ were quaU~ 
fA 1'. ,. _ I. 1led to temo"(7e, modIfy, ot explam away t'hofe 

.. , doetrmes and rites of the Romifh church, that 
'fhocked the Proteftants and jullified their fepata
tiO'll. 1t is true, indeed, that, in the year 1686, 
this plan of reconciliation was warmly recom
mended by a perfon properly commiffioned, or, at 
Ibdl:, who gave hirilfelf out for fucJ1. This paci
ficator was CHRISTOI!H~R DE- ROHAS, bithop of 
'iinia, in the diftriCl: ot BO/Ilia; who, during feve
ral years, freguented, with thefe reconciling views, 
the 'courts at the Proteft~l1t princes in Germany; 
intimated the affembling of a new council, that 
was to be more impartial in its decifions and lef~ 
rdlrained in its proceedings than the council of 
'rrent; nay, went fiill further, and airured the 
Prote!tants, that they fuould obtain without diffi
culty whatever .rights, privileges, and immunities, 
they lhould think proper to demand from the Ro
man pontif, provided they would acknowledge' 
his paternal authority, and no longer refufe a pro
found fubmiffion to his mild and gentle empire. 
But the artifice and defigns of this fpecious rnif
fionary were eafily deteCl:ed; the Proteftant doc~ 
tors, and alfo their fovereigns, foon perceived that 
a fair and candid plan of reconciliation and union 
was not what the court of Rome had in view; but 
that a fcherne was laid for reftoring its pontifs to 
their former defpotic dominion over the Chriftian, 
.orid [xJ. 

rx] See Jo. WOLF. J,!EOEltI Ir!lltwia Ecc":finjl. S~NIl xvii. 
-CHUST. EBERHARDl WEISMAlilii Hi/!. Eccltji'!fl. S4aUi 
X'tii. P.735. The reader will find, in the Ctnrlmereirnn .E/~ 

jlo[ico-LeibtUtia"um of GRUBERtJS·, an account of the pattie.:.; 
lar conditions of reconciliat40n that were propofed, in the. year 
I660s to the Gt!nnan courts by the Eleaor of MNIIz. ~ 

.u:ed,aa it isallegcd,.by the Roman pontit ' ' 
" 

XIV. The 



CH~{~.~~ .1#,·'#I!~It::~CH.".J 
XIV. The, Romiihpe&(:e-m~qs found among c i, 8, '; 

the Proteftants, and more efpeClally among thofe s £"c~~'lI. 
of the Reformed church, certain doaors, who, by PAR.T~'· 
a natural propenfity to union and concord, fecond. ' 

Pratel\ant 
ed perhaps, in fome, by views of interefi, or by pcac~ 
the fuggeftions of ambition, were difpofed to en. makers. 

ter into their plan, and to affift them in the exe. 
cution of it. There .doCtors maintained, that the 
points in debate between the two churches were 
not of fufficient importance to juftify their fepara. 
tion. Among the French Protefrants, LEWIS LE 

BLANC and his difciples were fufpeCted of an in~ 
clination to go too great lengths in this matter [y J. 
The fame accufation was brought, with fuller 
evidence, againfi HUlSSEAUX, profdI'or of divinity: 
at Saumur, MILLETIERE, LE FEVRE, and others 
of lefs note [z J. Among the Britifh divines, this 
exceffive propcnfity to dimiuiih the {hocking ah
furdities of Popery was lefs remarkable; WIL-

LIAM FORBES was the principal p(:ri"on who dif. 
covered an extreme facility to compafe a confider~ 
able number of the differences that contributed 
to perpetuate the feparation between the two 
churches [a J. vVith refpeCt to the Dutch, it is 

abundantly 

[y] See a p~rticular and interefiing account of LE BLANC' 
in BAYLE'S Di8ionary, at the article BEAULIEU. 

, [z] See the above-mentioned Drllionary, at the artiCle 
MILLETIERE. For an account ofHuISSEAUX, and his paci
fic counfels, fee 'RICH. SIMON, Leltres choj/ies, tom. iii. p. 14. 

-AYMON, Synode.r NaJionaux de.r Eglifn ReJormfes en France, 
tom. ii. p. 76S.-The labours of LE FEVRE, father to the fa
mous Madam DAClER, in the famc caufe, arc mention~d by 
MOR H OFIU s, in his Polyhifil!r. tom. i. p. 295. 

[a] See FOUES'S Co,yiderationes mod:fl,e ct pac~'ic.t C011~ro. 
~rJiaru1ll de :Jr:flificaJione, Purgatorio, &c. which were pubhi?
cd in 8vo at Loruh" in the year 1658, and afterwards, more 
~orrealy, in Gmnanl' un~r the infpeRion of JOHN F~Lnu
pus, profeH'or of divinity' at Re/,1!fIadi. FORBES is mentwncd 
by GUBE with the higheft encomiums, in ,his Notll! a4 /J.ul/i 
Harmanillm AfH!!ioli&IJ.1II, P-,19' and, if we confider rus froblty, 
and the exemplaly regblarity of his life and CODvetiatlon, he 

:VOl.. V. K . JIIua: 
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c· ivf. T. 6undantly blown, haw arden.tly the great and 
~ <: ,;(11. leamed GiloTlus defired the re-union of all Chrift. 
~At:T f. ian churches inane general bond of charity and 

c:oncord, and with what peculiar zeal he endea. 
vouted to ref-orm fome enormities of the church 
bf Rome, and to excufe others. But thefe, and all 
the other arbitrators, whofe names and whofe ef
fOrts in this pacific caufe it would be tedious to 
inention, derived no other fruit from their, per
haps, well-intended labours, . than the difpleafure 
Of both the contending parties, and the bitter re-

.proaches of their refpeCtive churches. 
In the number of the Proteftant doCl:ors who 

difcovered an inconfiderate zeal for the re-union 
of thefe churches, many writers place GEORGE 

CALIXTUS, a man of eminent learning, and pro
fetfor of divinity in tht: Univerfity of Heln!ftadt. 
It is neverthelefs certain, that this grea.t man dif
tovered and expofed the errors and corruptions of 
Popery with a degree of learning and perfpicuity 
that was fcarcely furpaffed by any writer of this 
century, and perfified fiedfafily in IT).aintaining, 
that the decrees and anathemas of the council of 
Cf"rcnt had banHhed all hopes of a reconciliation 
between the Proteftant churches and the fee of 
Rome. It is true, indeed, that CALIXTUS looked 
upon fome of the controverfies that divideJ the 
two communions "with . much more moderation 
and indulgence than was ufual, and decided them 

muR: be' 8llowed to deferve the pmife that is due to piety and 
good 'morals. Neverthelefs,he had his infirtnities, and the 
-Mfer part of lhe Englilh doctors acknowkdge, 'that his pro
f;eIl~ty towards a reconciliatlbrt with the C.hilrch o~ Rortu! ~ 
earned too far. See BURNET'S H!f/ory of bu own "TtnU/, vol. 1. 

~. 21.-0!l th}s . ac~ount'h~ ha~be'en lavi~ly praifc!.d 'by the 
Roman CaQlohc·wnters; fee R. SIMON, £tttru CliDiji~/, tom. 
i,ii., ·"lettr. ·xviii. p. lI9.-He\Vas,ti'ti(!obbte<!Iy,One'bf thtife 
tiho: Cbntribbted moil: to fpretd a~dQg We Etlg}[~ a rt060p 
f*"JibCc· truth or falfehoodWe 'lh:Ul nOt he'te 'a:lnfit\e). UAtt 
13hg' 9HAiluS 1;. arid A:rc)ibi~op· Litfl)'. '1bI'm~d ·'\lie 
defign ·bt~'cStUig ·P6~ry in ENjllI6d. 

in 



CHAPiI4!',f""".'tGltY If the RomiihCHUllca. t'3.if' 
jn a maline.r 'that did not feem fuited to the, tafte C ! N1!. 

and fpirit of the times: he was alfo of opirnoxla S~~:'·IL. 
that the church of Rome had not defhoycd the r. A RT t.. 
genuine principles of Chriftianity, but ha.d only 
deformed them with. its fenfelefs fictions, and bu-
ried them under a heap of rubbilh, under a 
motley'multitude of the mofl extravagant and in
tolerable doCl:rines and ceremonies. It was UD

doubtedly on this account, that hc has been ranked 
by fome in the dafs of the imprudent peace-makers 
already mentioncd. 

XV. It was no difficult matter to defeat the The Popilh 
rd' I d' f h r 'fi b' Mtch",ullb. purpoles an' rum t le cre It 0 . t ne paC! c ar 1-

trators, who, upon the whole, made up but .. 
motley and ill-compoied fociety, ,weakened by in-
tefline difcords, It required more dexterity, and 
greater efforts of genius, to oppofe the progref5~ 
and difconcert the fophiflry of a fet of men who 
had invented new methods of defending Popery, 
and attackinv it:; aJverfaries. This new [pecies 
of polemic d~C1ors were called MrtbodiJls, and the 
moO: eminent of them arofe in France, where a 
perpetual fcene of controverfy, carried on. with 
the moil: learned among the Huguenots, had aug-
mented the dexterity, and improved the theolo-
gical talents, of the Roman Catholic diiputants. 
The Metbodifl,r, from their different manner of 
treating the controverfy in que[lion, may be di-
vided into two c1affes. In the one we may place 
thofe dottors whofe method of difputing with the 
Proteflants was difingenuous and unrcafonable, 
and who followed the examples of thofe military 
chiefs, who {hut up their troops in intrenchments 
and flrong holds, in order to cover them from the 
attacks of the enemy. Such was tl!e manner of 
proceeding of the Je[uit VERON, who was of opi-
nion, that the Proteflants ihould be obliged to 
prove the tenets of their church [bJ by plain par-

, rr::r [b] More efpecially the dothines that peculiarly oppofe 
the decreet and tl:nets of the cOIl'1cil of '[rent. 

- K 2 fages 
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C E N ,T. rages of fcripture, without being allowed the li
s ::~~·II. berty of ilJuftrating thde pafi"ages, reafoning upon 
PA It T I. them, or drawing any conclufions from them [c J. 

In the fame clafs may be ranked NIHUSlUS, an 

apoO:ate from the Protefl:ant religion [d], the two 
W ALENBURGS, and other Polemics, who, looking 
upon it as an cafier matter to maintain their pre
tenfions than to !hew upon what principles they 
were origir1ally founded [e], obliged their adver
{aries to prove all their aifertions and objeCl:ions, 
whether of an affirmative or negative kind, and 
confined themfelves to· the eager bufinefs of an
fwering objeCl:ions and repelling attacks. 'Ve 
may alfo piace among this kind of Methodifl:s 
Cardinal RrcHELIEU, who judged it the !hortell: 
~lnd beft way to attend little to the multitude of 
accufations, objeCl:ions, and reproaches, with 
which the Protdlants loaded all the various 
branches of the Romi!h government, difcipline, 
doCl:rine, and worfhip, and to confme: the whole 
controverfy to the fingle article of the divine infii
tution and authority of the CHURCH, which he 
thought' it efii;ntial to efl:ablifh by the firongell: 

. [c] Ml1S.~.~lTS, De iTl' Prin,;.~"iorum Rationi.; in COl1tro'IJeljii. 
Th<,oloc~j(jJ, Iih. i. r. iv. p. 22.-G. CALIXTI Digrdlio de Aru 
1iO'V{!, p. 1ZS.-SIMOS, Lei/res ChaiJies, tom.'i. p. Zi6. 

[ d] See a IJarticular account of this vain and fuperficial 
doctor ill H,wu's D;[!;onnry, at the article NIHUSIUS. His 
work, entitkd, Ars Nova ditfo Sacr'f Scriptur~ unico lucrandi 
a Pontificii, f,!urimos in parte, Lutherltllorum dcfefia, &c. was 
refutrd, in t le.mo!i fatisfattnry manner, by CALIXTUS, in his 
'DigrdJlo in Arte No~)a crmtra NIHUSIUM, a curious and leiU;ll~ 
c:d work, which was pubiiOled ... in 4to at Hel,,!Iladl, in 1654-

c::r [e ] Thilt is to fay, in other worns, that they pleaded 
prefcriptioll in favour of Popery, and atted like one who havillg 
been, for a long time, in poRet1ion of all eftate, rcfufcs to pro
duce his title, and requires that thofe who queftion it fhould 
prove its infulfieiency or falfehood. 

• This piece originally made a part of the 'Tblologia Morali: of CAL1XTV," 
kt Wli afterwards plIbiilhc.l kparatcly. . 

argumen~, 



CHAP:t:: trhe HISTORY of the RomHh CHUltCli. ijJ 
arguments, as the grand principle that would l1i!n- c t H .;; 

der Popery im~regnable UJ· . s 'j!."cv;~·n: 
The Methodifts of the fecond cIafs were of opi .. t' A It T , I. 

nion, that the moft expedient manner of reducing --
the Protefiants to filence was not to attack them 
by piecemeal, but to overwhelt,p. them at once~ 
by the weight of fome general principle or pre
fumption, fome univerfal argument, which com. 
prehended, or might be applied to, all the points 
contefl:ed between the two churches. They imi. 
tated the condua of thore military leaders who, 
infiead of fpending their time and firength in fieges 
and fkirmifhes, endeavour to put an end to the war 
by a general and decifive aCtion. Thif: method, 
if not invented [g], was at kafl: improved and fe-
conded by all the aids of eloquence and genius, 
by NICOLLE, a celebrated dottor among the Jan-
fcnifts [h J; and it was followed by maoy of the 

difputants 

[I] For a more ample account of thefe methods of contro. 
va[y, and of others u[ed by the Church of Rome, the curiolls 
Teader may confult FRlD. SPAN HElM, Stri<'lur. ad e"'prjitioncm 
Fidei Bo.J1Udi, tom. iii. 0PP' par. II. p. l037.-Jo. HENR. 
HEI!)EGGER, Hijlor. Papalu" Period. vii. § ccxviii. p. 3 [6.-.. 
\VALCHII /ntl'oduEl. ad Controvtif. Theolog. tom. ii.-WEIs~ 
MANNI Hiflor. Eccl.jiiJllica, Sa!c. xvii. p. 7z6. 

rD- [gJ This method certainly was not the invention ot 
NICOLLE, for it [eerns to differ little, if at all, from the method 
of Cardinal RICHELltU. We may uhfcrve further, that 
RICHELIEU feerns rathl!t to belong to the fecund clafa of Me
thodifts than to the firIl, where Dr. MOSHEIM has placed 
him. 

[h] NICOLLE is fuppored to be the author of 11 book, en
titled, p,.fjugellegitinzu ·conlre les Calvinf/lu, which W~8 firft pub
ljlhed at Paril in 1671, paWed afterwards thro' fev.::ral editloll8, 
and was anfwered in a fatisfaB:ory manner by feveral learned 
men. c::r It is very remarkable, that fome of the principal 
arguments employed in this book againft the Proteliants are 
precifeIy the fame that the Deilis make uf" of to Ihew, that it 

;.s im}'Offible for the genera). body of Chriftians to believe upon 
~ ntlOnal foundation. The learllcd CLAUDE, in his DefoRce tt Reformation, {hewed, ill a demonftrative manner, that the 

. ultiea arifmg from the incapacity of tlte multitude to ~;t.. 
K 3 nlln~ 
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difputants of the church of Rome, who. v..ere fo 
fully perfuaded of its irrefifl:ible influence, that they 
looked upon anyone of the general points alread.y 
mentioned.as fufficient, when properly handled, 
to overturn the whole Proteilant caure. Hence 
it was, that fo~ of thefe Polemics refted the de~ 
fence of Pupery upon the fingk: principle of pre .. 
ftl'iplion; others upon the vicious lives of feveral 
of thofe princes who had withJrawll their domi. 
nions from the yoke of Rome; others again, up. 
on the criminal nature of religious fcbif17l, with 
which they reproached the promoters of the Re. 
formation; and they were all convinced, that, by 
urging their rcfpecrive arguments, and making 
good their refpeCtive charges, the mouths of their 
adverfaries mufi be fi:opped, and t~LC caufe of Rome 
and its pontif triumph [iJ. The bu110US BOSSUE1' 

ftood foremoll . in this clars, which he peculiarly 
adorned, by the fuperiority of his genius and the 
infinuating charms of his eloquence. His argu~ 
ments, indeed, were more fpecious than folid, 
and the circumllances from which they were 
drawn were imprudently chofen. From the va .. 
riety of opinions that take place among the Pro .. 
teftant doclors, and the changes that have hap~ 
pened in their difcipline and doCtrine, he endea .. 
voured to demonftrate, that the church founded 
by LUTHER was not the true church; and, on th~ 
.other hand, from the perpetual famenefs and uni. 

. . 

.mine the groancts and principles of the Protellant religion, are 
much lcfs than thefe which occur to a Pupill, whofe faith is 
founded, not on the plain word of God alone, but on the dic~ 
tates of tradition, on the decrees of councils, and a variety of 
.ntiquated records that are beyond his reach. The Proteilant 
divine goes !lill further, and pmw&, that there are arguments 
,In favour of ChriUianity and the Protd1:ant faith, that are in. 
t~ible b:r the lowcft capacity, and, at the fame time, fufli
~Iellt to fatlsfy an upright and unprejudiced mind. • 

ri] FRIO. SPANHEMII Djlf. ~~ Pr~JcriptioTU! in Rebw Fidij 
"r/wr./IIJ ,,0""'0; Me;~djfla.r, tom, Ill. par, II. oj?p. p. 1079. 

fp1mity 



13S 
formity that relg. in the tenets and \todhip of C ~ ~ 1;, 
the chu~c~ of Rome, he pretended to prove its di. s t"cV:r:;Ji 
vine ongmal [kJ. Such an argument muft in. PUT";' 
deed furprife, comi~g from a man of learning, " 
who could not be Ignorant of the temporifmg 
fpirit of the Roman pantifs, nor of the changes 
they had permitted in their difdpline and· doc .. 
trine" according to the genius of time anQ place; 
and the different characters of thofe whom the, 
'were defirous to gain over to their interefts. Ie 
was frill more furprifing in a French prelate, fmco 
the doCl:ors of that nation generally maintaiu. 
that the leaden age does not differ more from the 
age of gold, than the modern church of Rom( dif.r 
fers from the ancient and primitive church of 
that famous city. 

UJ This is the purpQfe of BOSSUET'S HiJI()i,.~ du JTI1";~ 
des Ey/ira Prote.flantu, which was publifhed in 8yo at Paris, i~ 
tht: year 1688, and is frill confidered by the Roman Catholics as 
one of the ftrongcft bulwarks of popery. Lc:t them go on in thew 
illufions, and boaR of this famous champion and defender; 
but if they have any true zeal for the caufe he defends, or any 
n'gard for the aULhority of the Cupreme head of thei,. church, 
they will bury in oblivion that maxim of this tbeir champion, 
that the church, which he frequmlly m(Jdijier, 'fJ(lrier, ond chong~" 
;Is doilriTles, is ""jli/ute. of the dire8;l}n 0/ th8 Holy Spirit. 
eD- This obfcrvatiom of Dr. MOSHEIM'S mig;ht be verified by 
lIumberlcfs inHances of variations in the doanne and worfhiJ? of 
ROllU, that mullilrike every one who has any tolerable acquamt .. 
ancc with the hillory of that church. But, without going any 
farther than one fingle inftance, we may obferve, that BOUt1iT 
had a ihiking proof of the variations· of his own church, ha 
the differ~nt reception that his Expojilion of the RomQ1J C"tlxi. 
lie faith met with from different pectons, and at different timce. 
It WIS difapproved of by one Pope, approved of by another I 
it was applauded by the Archbifhop of Rheims, and condem .. 
cd by the U niverfity of Louvain; it was cen[ured b:r the Sar
lIonne in the year 167 I, and declared by the fame [oelety a true 
expofition of the Catholic faith in the followin~ century. For a 
full proof of the truth of thefe and other variatll;ms, fee W A ICE'. 
E:rpofllioa, &:c.-Lii CLElI.r;, BioI. Unro. tom. lIi. p. 438, &c. 
-G_", DillirnYlry. at the article WAKI!, in the note. _ 
JJilllitdh. ~~. .t~ tom, xviii • .p. JP, &c. . 

XVI. There 



C EN T. 
xvu. 

S,.CT.IL 
1\411.'1' L 

Dercrtera 
from the 
Prolcftant 
ca the 
Romiih 
Church. 

:ybt',~'Jloa.! .r'l.6e~,K.mniDl~GmtR.~! 

XVL: Thd'e various attempts of the, votaries 
of ' Rome, though they gave abundant exercife to 
the aCtivity and vigilance of the Proteftant d~c
tors, were not, however, attended with any im
portant revolutions, or any confiderable fruits. 
Some prince8, indeed, and a few learned men, 
were thereby feduced into the communion of'that 
church, from whofe fuperfi:ition and tyranny their 
anceftors had delivered themfelves and others; 
but thefe, defeCtions were only perfonal, nor was' 
there any people or province either inclined or 
engaged to follow thefe examples. Among the 
more iUuftrious deferters of the Proteftant reli
gion, were CHRISTINA queen of Sweden [l], a 
prince[" of great fpirit and .genius, hut precipitate 
and vehement in alll1of!: all her proceedings, aad 
preferring her eafe, plcafure and liberty, to all 
other confiderations [m]; WOLFANG WILLIAM; 

count Palatine of the Rbine; CHRISTIAN Wn.
LlAl\.f, marquis of BrandCtlburg; ERNEST, prince 

(/] See ARKENH()LT, lIfemoira de fa R.'int CHRISTINE. 

which contain a variety of agreeable and interdl:ing anecdotes. 
, r:::r [m ] The candid and impartial writer, mentioned in thc 
pTeceding note, has given un ample accoullt of the circumftanccs 
that attended this queen's change of religion, and of the caufcs 
.that might have contributed to dctcrmin~ her to a iiep [0 un·. 
expected and inexcufable. It was neither the fubtilty of Ihs 
CARTES, nor the dexterity of CANUT, that brought aboutthis 
'tvent, 8S BAIl,LFT would perfuade us. The true Hatc of the 
cafe feerns to bave been this: CIIRISTINA, having had her 
fentiments of religion in general conliderably pen'ened by the 
licentious illfinuatlOns of her famurite BOURDELOT, was, by 
·that means, prepared for embracing any particular religion 
that pleafure, intereft. or ambition, /bould recommend to her. 
Vpon this foundation, the Jefuits MACEDO, MALINES, and 
C.ASS"ATI, under the immediate protdtion of PIMENn:L. 

and encouraged by the courts of Rome, Spain, and Portugal, 
emj>l~ycd their labours and dexterity in the converlion of this 
prlnccfs, whore paffion for Italy, together with that talle for 
th~ tine arts, and the precious' remains of alltiquity, that made 
her defiro\l8 of fojouming there. may haVt! contributed not a' 
little to makc her c:mb1'a(;~ the religion of that country. 

of 



CHAP;!L·cl'ftt Ifit,.bttv "~the RomHhCmn.cH. (.17 
of Hejfo en]; JOHN FREDERICK, duke of Brunf- C'I'. N T~'. 
wick; and FUDERICItAuGUSTUS, king of Po· s:i:~'~~ 
land. l' A Il TI. 

The learned men that embraced the commu. 
nion of the church of Rome were, Baron BOINE

BURG, fecretary to the eleaor of;j,1ent::::., and an 
eminent patron of erudition a1rd genius [oJ, 
CHRISTOPHER RANZOW, a kni.ght of Ho!Jleill [PJ, 
CASPER SCIOPPIUS, PETRUS BE1~.TlUS, eHRlSTo

PHER BESOLD, ULRIC HDNNIUS~ NICHOLAS 

Sn,NON, a Danifu phyfician, of great reputatiol). 
in his profeftion, JOflN PHILIP PFEIFFER, pro
feifor at K012igjburg, LUCAS HOLSTE.NIDS, PETRUS 

LAMBECHIUS, HENRY BUTlIlIUS,profeifor at Helm-
findt, a man of learning, and of e~ceffive vani. 
ty [1'J, DANIEL NESSELIUS, ANDREW FROMMIT,JS, 

[n J This learned and well-meaning prince was engaged,. 
by tile conv~r(ation and iI111)ol"tllnities of VAU~I'US MAO. 
'NUS, a celebrated monk of the Capuchin Order, to embrace 
Popery, in th~ year 1651. Sec CRt'BFRI Commt'lyi;17l1 FJ'!/lol. 
Leibllitianum, tom. i. p. 27. 35. fo1emoires d" la Rl'ille CHRIS
TINE, tom. J. p. 2,6.-[t is, however, to be obfel\'ed, that 
this lwince, together with Af;THONY ULRlC, Duke ot 
Brllllf./)ick, and fevcral others, who went over to the Church. 
of Ro'll!', did not go over to fhat Church of Rom~ which is now 
texhibited to us in th~ odious fOIms of [upcrflition and tyranny, 
but to another kind of chllrch, which, p~rhap9, never cxified 
hut in their idea, and whirl!, at lcalt, has long ceafl·d to cxill. 
That this was the ('::If" appears evidently from the theological 
writing~ of Prince ERNEST. 

[0] Thi:; eminent man, who had more learning than philo.. 
fophy, and who wao more remarkable for the extent' of his 
memory than fo'~ the n:ditudc of hi. judgm~lIt, followed the 
example of the Prince of ,'l1F, in the year 16,53' See GRU
BERI C011111lcrcimlt EpiJlol. La"jlianul1I, in wh:ch his Letterl!, 
and thofe of CON RING IUS are pub!i!hed, tom. i. p. 35· 37-
39· 4S. 56. (,0. 70, 76. 93, &c. 

[p] Sec MOLLIiRI Cimtria Lilrratll, tom. i. p. po. 
[q] BLUMIUS defert<'cl from the Protdlunt Church in the 

year 1654.-See BURCKAI(DI lIiJ!oria BiUioth. A'Ilgllld, par. 
III. p. 223. 233.-Ga.UBEltI Comm~rcium EpiJld. Ldbnitithlllfff, 

'tom. I. p. 41. 95.135.137.379.388.410. In thefe lettcl1I 
j.e is called FlorUl, probably in alluiion to his G~rman name 
.lJll111t. which bg)uifies ~jlower. 

BARTHOLD 
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'-be· ~l .''''.~ <:;Kl1l.qIl., 

&;aTHol.-l) .. NJ,HuSlus, Ca"I$1:'~Elt HJ!L~Wl", 
G.[US, MATTlU;W PR.J£TOlUtJ8, and a few other$ 
of,inferior rank in the learned world. But thefe 
<;Qtlverfions; when· confidercd with the motives 
that produced them, will be found, in rer;lity, Iefs. 
honourable to ~hurch of Rome than they are 
in appearance j ~r if in the lift of princes and 
l,arued men above mentioned, we efface thofe 
whom the temptations of adverfity, the impulf(l 
of avarice and ambition, the fuggeftions of levity, 
the cfrea~ of per[onal attachments, the power of 
fuperftition upon a feeble and irrefolute mind, 
and other motives of like merit, engaged to em. 
brace the Romifh religion, thefe profelytes will 
be reduced to a number too fmall to excite the 
envy of the Protefl:ant churches [r]. 

The Romi/h XVII. The Chrifrian churches in the Eafl:, 
cburch-in-
lCt'eLt Mes which were independent on the yoke of Ro"~e, did 
pond in not ftand Iefs firm and iledfafi: againfi: the at. tbo Eaft. 

tempts of the papal miilionaries than thofe of 
Europe. The pompous accounts which feveral 
Roman-catholic writers have given of the won· 
derful fucce[s of thefe mifiionaries among the 
Ntftorians and Monopbxfitcs, are little eIfe than 
fplendid fables, defigned to amufe and dazzle the 
multitude; and many of the wifefi: and beft of 
the Roman-catholic doCtors acknowledge, that 
they ought to be confidered in no other light. 
As little credit is to be given to thore who men· 
tion the {hong propenfity difcovered by feveral 
Df.. the heads and fuperintendants of the Chrifiian 
leas in thefe remote regions, to fubmit to the ju
rifdiaion of the Roman pontif [s ]. I t is evident, 

oq 
[r] Seefor a particular account of thefe profelytes to Popery. 

W£ISMAN'S lfiJlcria Ecclif. Srec. xvii. p. 738.-W· ALIKIUS', 

it1lJ:fltiu8iu i" Contro~'f1:1ilU. tom. ii. p. 728. - ARNOLD' • 

.f(;,.d.." rmd 1(~/zcr lIifloru, par. p. 912. and otl"u:r writers of. 
d:Ol qd literary hiHory. . 

(.r)"See thL~remarkR -made by Ctl4RDIN in feveral ~ uf 
the IaA editiOD of his tra'l'cls, See alia what UUAN CUll, iIi 

. '. . his 



the contrary, ,that Romt. in two remarkable in- C E NT. 

nances, fuffered a confiderable diminution of its XVll. > 
SECT .• II 

influence and authority in the eaftern world dur- P A" T 10 
ing this century. One of there inftances was the -.~ 
dreadful revolution in Japan, which has been al. 
ready related, and which was unhappily followed 
by the total extinCtion of Chrifl:ialiny in that great 
monarchy. The other was the dawnfal of Popery 
by the extirpation of its miffionaries in the empire 
of AbxJlinia, of which it will not be improper, or 
foreign from our purpafe", to give here a brief ac-
count. 

About the commencement of the feventeenth 
century, the Partuguefe Jefuirs renewed, under 
the moit aufpicious encouragement, the miffian 
to AbY.Jlinia that had been, for fame time before 
that period, interrupted and fufpended. For the 
Emperor SUSNEIUS, who atfumed the denomina
tion of SELTAM S1GUED, after the defeat of his 
enemies and his acceiIion to the crown, covered 
the miffionaries with his peculiar proteCtion. 
Gained over to their cauCe, partly by the eloquence 
of the Jcfuits, and partly by the hopes of main
taining himldf upon the throne by the fUCCOUTS 

of the Portllguefe, he committed the whole go
vernment of the church to ALPHONSO l'vlENDEZ, 
a miflionary from that nation; created him pa
triarch of the Abyfiinians; and not only fwore, 
in a public manner, allegiance to the Roman pon
tif in the year 1626, but moreover obliged his 
fubjeCts to abandon the religious rites and tenets 
of their anceitors, and to embrace the dotlrine 

h;~ Prifm! Slate oj/he Churrh if Rome, fays of the /!rmmiims and 
C"1'10.-It is true indeed, that amollg dlefC fdb tCiC Papal mif
jiOI'.:lries Lmetimes form congr"Ja~ions that an: ohrrl~cnt t~ the 
fcc of RWlr; but thefe c(mgrcgallOns are poor and ml'unh4~r
aMc, ;,.nd c(;mpoCcd only of a iJandful of members. Thus'thl: 
CapuchiAlio about the middlc of the ct>ntury now under conn
llenlt ion , f'Jlln.red a fmall congregatiun ,,'uong th{~ MUl1ophy
litc:s of -?!i({, ",haft bifhop re/ides at /filipC', S.:e LI.Q,yIEl'I, 

~tur..r Cl',jiiaf(u." tom. ii. p. J ¥,ll. 
Z~ ~nd 



C E 11 T. andwotlbip' of the Rbmifb thurch. But the neW' 
'l.x::~'lI. patriarch tuined, by his intemperate zeal, impru • 
. l' 4RT I. dence, and arrogance, the caufe in which he had 
, erl)batked, and occafioned the total fubverfion of 

"the Roman pontif's authority and jurifd~aion, 
which had really been efiablifhed upon folid foun
dations. For he began his minifiry with the mof!:, 
inconfiderate aas of violence and defpotifm. Fol
lowing the fpirit of the Spanifh inquijition, he em
ployed formidable threatnings and cruel tortures 
. to convert the Abyffinians; the greatef!: part of 
whom, together with their prief!:s and minifters, 
held the religion of their anceftors in the highefi 
veneration, and were willing to part with their 
Jives and fortunes rather than forfake it. He aI
fo ordered thofe to be rebaptized, who, in com
pliance with the orders of the emperor, had em
J>:aced the faith of ~ome, as if their former reli-
110n had been·nothmg more than a fyftem of Pa
ganifm [tJ. This the Abyffinian clergy looked 
upon as a Ihocking infult upon the religious 
difcipline of their anceftors, as even more provok
ing than the violence and barbarities praaifed 
againft thofe who refufed to fubmit to the papal 
yoke. Nor did the infolent patriarch reft fatif
fied with thefe arbitrary and defpotic proceedings 

a [tJ The reader will recollect, that the AbyjJmiims differ 
but very little from the COpl1 ill h'gypt, and acknowledge the 
patriarch of AP;UNl>RIA ClS their fpiritual chief. They re
~eivc the Old and New Teftament, the three firft Councils, the 
Nicene Creed, and the Apoftolical Conftitutions. Their lirft 

·f!.oDverfion to Chriftianity 18 attribQted by fome to the famO\~s 
,rune minifter of their Queen CANDACE, mentioned in the 
A& rd' the Apojllez; it iShowever probable, that the general 
couvuUon of that great empire was not perfeB:ed before the 
fourth century, WhCD FRVMENTIVS, ordained Bifhop of Axu
"'/.I by ATHAH4SIVS. exercifed his miniftry among them with 
the JDoft aftonifuing fucccc.. They were efteemed a pure 
dIarch hefon: they fell into t~ erro1'8 of EUTYCHES and
l)Joscoavs I and even 1i~ that period they are ftill a purer 
c11111"Cl1a than that of ROlf#. . 

in 
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in the church; he' excited tumults 'and taillon. c' EN 1\' 
in the frate, and,· with an unparalleled fpint of r.e- s XVII. . 

bellion. and arrogance, encroached upon the pre. J.C*T~ W 
rogativcs of the throne, and attempted to ~ve • 
law to the emperor hixnfelf. Hence aroie Civil 
commotions, confpiracies, and feditions, which 
excited in a little time the indignation of the em~ 
peror, and the hatred of the people againfr the 
Jefuits, and produced at length, in the year 1631, 
a public declaration from the throne, by wroch 
the Abyffinian monarch annulled the orders he 
had formerly given in favour of popery, and left 
his fubjeEts at liberty, either to perfevere in the 
do anne of their anceitors, or to embrace the 
faith of Rome. This rational declaration was 
mild and indulgent towards the Jefuits, confider .. 
ing the treatment their infolence and prefump. 
tion had fa juIlly deferved; but in the following 
reign much feverer meafures were employed 
againfl: them. BASILIDES, the fon of SEGUED, 

who fucceeded his father in the year 163'2, no 
fooner afcended the throne, than he thought it 
expedient to rid his dominions of thefe trouble-
fome and defpotic gudl:s; and accordingly, in 
the year 1634, he banifhed from the territories of 
Ethiopia the Patriarch MENDEZ, with all the Je.;. 
fuits and Europeans that belonged to his retinue, 
and treated the Roman-catholic miffionaries with 
exceffive rig our and feverity [u J. From this pe-

riod 

(u] See LUDOLFJ Hiflor • .lEthiopica, lib. iii. cap. xii.
GEDDts's Church BiJlo!"y of Ethiopia, p. 233.-LA CR.OU, 
HiJloire du Chriflianifme de /' Elhiopir, p. 79.-LoBO, Yoyage 
J' .AJ,1i/inie, p. 116. 130. 144. with the additions of LE GIl~N]). 
p. 173. and the fourth Djf!:rtatilJn that is fllbjoined to the fe
cond volume. In this dilfertation Li GRAND, himfelf a R0-
man Catholic, makes the following remark upon the conduct 
.of thel'atriarch MENDEZ: "It were to be wi/hed. Jay's hr, 
.. that the patriarch had never intcnneddled in fuch a variety 
~. of affairs," (by which mitigated exprifJion the QulhQr -h: 
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C"~ -W T. rlod the .eryname of R0111t, its religion, and its 
"~IL prmtif, wueobjetb of thehigheIl averfion among 
.A~ T I. tbe Abyffinians, who guarded their frontiers with 
• ' the greateft vigilance and the Ilrit'teIl attention, 

let\: any Jefuit or Romifh miffionary fhould fieal 
into their territories in difguife, and excite new 
tnmults and commotions in the kingdom. The 
Roman pontifs indeed made more than one at
tempt to recover the au,thority they had loft by 
the ill fuccefs and mifconduB: of the Jefuits. 
They began by fending two Capuchin monks to 
repair their lofs; but thefe unfortunate wretches 
were no fooner difcovered than they were Iloned 
to death. They afterwards employed more an
ful and clanaeHine methods of reviving the mif
fions, and had recourfe to the influence and inter
.zeffion of LEWIS XIV., king of Francc, to pro
cure admiffion for their emiifaries into the Abyf
tinian empire [w J; but, as far as we have learnt, 

thefe 

"is ambitious attempls tl'} gl1'lJern in the cdinet as wdl 01 in the 
t:hUI'cb), "nor carried hi~ authority to fuch a height, as to be
l< have in Ethiopia ~~ if he had been in a country where the 
., i'17'I!ftfion was elbbli/hed.: for, by this condua, he fet aU 
., the people againH him, and excited in them fuch an averfion 
" to the Roman CatholicR in general. and to the Jcfuits in 
"particular, as nothing has been hitherto able tv diminilh, 
" and which fubfifis in its full force to this day." r:-'f The 
third book of LA CROZ E'S Hifi6ry. whieh relates to the pro
f1efs and ruin of this miffion, is tran!lated by Mr. LqCllMAN 
Into Englilh, and inferted in 'The 'Trawls of Ihe :Jifllits, vol. i. 
p. 3011, &c. aa ilio is PONCET'S Voyage, mentioned in the 
following note. 
, [w] 'rhefc pT~ietb are mentioned hy CERRI, in his Eta! 
prefent de /' Eg/ijcR(}mailzi, p. Z17.-LE GRAND, in hisSu/:Ile
ment to LOllo's ltilll!nlrium lEthicpiculII, tom. i. p. 181 .-

I:)' • ~.thu LOBO, who re6ded nine years in Erhiopi.z, hal given an etc
'V"t. and ,lovely, though 6mple and fuednft defcription, of that vaft: empire. 
,2a blli 1u",:TllYi.". /E'/;iopi,,,,,,. Thi. itinerary wa. trOldbted iato Fren~hby 
p,(. ~ o .... "v, and enrithed by him1llith.fe¥efal ,uriouJ anecdotes aad di(
{ertatIODI. HOIlce Dr. MO'H UN fomccim •• quotes ~ /Jj"tr,,~j"lII un4e\' 
tho; title of r014g< J' .4lt!lfo.i., ref~ w.l.z G&MID'~ fll'D~ traafiatiqq 
';jf(lt. . 

n. 



CHA~i14:·1ftit HIiTo'tly "" IIHRomifh'CffitticH. 'til! 
thefe attempts have hitherto proved unfuitefsful, c t. M 't' .. 
nor have the pontifs or their votaries been as yet Sl!.xcv':~~i 
able to calm the refentrnent of that exafperated -1> 10 It T 1. 
nation, or to conquer its reluctance againft lhe 
worfhip and jurifdittion of the church of Rome [x]. 

X VIII. Hitherto 

The reader who would know what credit is to be given to 
what the Jefuits fay of the attachment and veneration which 
the Afiatic and African Chri[lians cxpn:fs for the Church of 
Rome, will do well to compare the relations of LE GItAND, 

who was a Roman Catholic, and no enemy to the Je(uits, 100 
who drew his relations from the molt authentic records, with 
thofe of PONCF.T, a French phyJician, who ~ent into Ethiopia 
in the year 1698, accompanied by Fatht", TIREDEvENT, a Je:
fuit, who died during the: voyage. This compriron will 
convince every ingenuous and impartial inquirer, that the ac
c:ounts of the Jefuits are not ~o be truil:ed to. and that they 
furpafs ancit'nt Carthage itfclf in the art of deceiving. PON" 
CET'S Voyage is pnbliihed in the fourth vol1'11le of the Jefuiti
cal work, entitled, LetlrN Cliritufis d Edijallll'J des 1I1jJJiolu 
Et,'ongfrrs. 

[x] L"FITAU and REn()UL~,T, who hilY!~ rom-pored each a 
Life of Pope CU:MENT XI., tell U~, that tbt: Empermof AbyJli
"ia de!in::d tile Roman pont if, in the year 1703, to fend to hill 
court miffionaries and l("gate~ to inflrucl him and hi~ people, 
and to receive their fubmiffion to the f~e of Romr. Th~f<: bio
graphers go flill further, and ;tffcrt, that this monarch aEtually 
embraced the communion of Romt in the Far 17 I z. Ilut thek 
a!fertions are idle iiEtions, forged by tht Jefuits and their crtla
tures. It is well known, on the ('onlrnry, that f() lately Its a 
very few yea~ ago, tlle edict prohibiting all Europeans to ell
ter into Ethiopia was fEll in force, and was executed with 
the l;Veateft {eventy. Even the Turks (Irc iacluded in this 
prohibition; and, what is ftill more remarkable, the Egyptian 
Monophyfites, who have once entered within the Abyflinian 
territorieS, are not allowed to return into their ',ownci.untry. 
All thefe faCts are confinned by a modern writer of the molt 
unqueftionable authority, the learned and worthy M. MAIL
LET, the French cOrifuI-general in Egypt, lnd aIiibaffador from 
LEWIS, XIV. ~o the Emperor of Ah:dlinia, in his Difcriprion de 
l' EDI~; per. I. p. 325. which\t'as publHh'~d 'at Paris in ""to, 
1n~he yUrl?3S. SeealfoLE GllAND'88upplem~ntto LO'llo'. 
Ifmerarifim,wbich 'hi publitbedin tbe)'e'ar 17z8. ThiB llrlt 

JitieDtwifed; author, after Mlttil1g' allth'e at«rnpts that hne 
fin ~ 'itt, 61Jr .t\dI:ft. br'tlle F'r'ench ttatiun andtbe RO'/rllm 
lOdtiR, :~deee _~-,rieAs l'flto,AJ,y.ffiPlia,adds, t.t 
ijl!uch attempt. muft appear _aiD and chimerica.ltg a1l~ 

w1. 
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c ~ N 1'. XVIII. Hitherto we have confined our views 
te~V::·II. to the external, flate and condition of the church 
~AaT L of Rome, and to the good or ill fuccefs that at

TIIO papal 
audiority 
JoCes 
srouad. 

tended its endeavours to extend its dominion in 
the different parts of the world. It will be now 
proper to change the fcene, to confider this 
church in its internal confl:.itution, and to pafs in 
.review its polity, difcipline, inftitutions, and 
dtKtrine. Its ancient form of government frill re
mained; but its pantifs and bilhops loft, in many 
places, no fmall part of that extenfive authority 
they had fo long enjoyed. The halcyop days 
were now over, in which the papal clergy excited 
with impunity fcditious tumults in the frate, in
termeddled openly in the tranfaCtions of govern
ment, ftrllck terror into the hearts of fovcreigns 
-and fubjeds by the thunder of their anathemas, 
and, impofing burthenfome contributions on the 
credulous multitude, filled their coffers by noto
.rious atl:s of tyranny and oppreffion. The pope 
himfelf, though fl:.ill honoured with the fame 
pompous titles and denominations, found ne\rer
thelefs frequently, by a mortifying and painful 
experience, that thefe titles had loft a confider
able part of their former lIgnification, and that 
the energy of thefe denominations diminifhed from 
day to day. For now almoft all the princes and 
:flates of Europe had adopted that important 
maxim that had been formerly peculiar to the 
'French nation: 'That the power of the Roman pontif 
U ell~!rel, cot#ned to matters. of a religious and JpirituaJ 
nature, and cannot, under any pretext whaifoever~ 
"'tend to ci'Ui/ tranJaflions or worldly affairs. In 

.wbo have any knowledge of the empi~ of AbyiJiIJia, and of the 
£pirit and chara6ter of its inhabitants; hia "·ords !ire: TOId~1 
"' Dliup,-i/el parai/rollt cbimeriques it aux 'lui conn'1ilronJ r Abif

.Jnie eI In .-fbjjJifl/. I,t is hi~;hly probable, that the new miffioa 
which is preparing at ROIlli! fur the empire of: Ab.rJlin.w, wilt 
pro~c. new iuitancc of thc.fo}idity afM. L£ GI1.AliD'S. re-
ieXlOD. , , , 

the 
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the .rebools,· !"e~dt _dGoll~e~ of 1t000an~a- c :v., 
thohe countnes, ,rutIn. the writings of ~e RC)-. s" t.p~1! 
mifh priefisand doCtors, ~he majefty .Qf the pope, l' Kll";,ib 
was fij1J exalted in the moil: emph~tic term~ ana bi~ --... 
prerogatives difplayed with all imaginable pomp. 
The Jefuit5 alfo, who qave been always ambiti6Ui 
of a difEn!juilhed place among the affertors of the 
power and pre-eminence of the Roman fee, ,and 
who give themfelves Ollt for the pope's moil ob.. 
f~quious creatures, raiied their voices, in thia ig-
noble cauie, . even above thofe of the fehools awi 
colleges. Nay, e':en in the courts of foverdgn. 
princes, very flattering terms and high-founding: 
phrafes were fometimes ufed, to exprefs the dig-
nity and authority of the head of the church. 
Bat as it happens in other cafes, that men's ac-
tions are frequently very different from their lan-
guage, fo was - thil, obfcrvatioll particularly veri~, 
tied in the cafe of Rome's Holy F'atber. He was 
extolled in words, by thofe who dcfpiJed him moll: 
irl! reality; and when any' difpute arofe between 
him and the princes 0' his communion, the latter 
refpe8:ed his authority no further than they found 
expedient for their oWln pnrpofes, and meafuted 
the extent of his prerogatives and jurifdia:ion~ not 
by the flivifh adulation of the colleges and the Je-
fuits, but by a regard to their own interefis and 
independence. . 

XIX. This tne Rom~n pontifs' leamed,~ ·a The rap-
di£'. I . fi .. h..... cure be-lagreeab e expenence, as 0 ten as .... "'1. ea~ tween Paul 
voured, during this century, to refume dteir for- ~~~ 
mer pretenfions, to interpofe their a;uthQtity in 
civil affairs, and encroach upon the juri{diilion of 
{ov~reign flates. The condua: of P AUX.. V., and 
~ confequenees that. foUowe4 it, fy.rl1~fh a firik .. 
~ ,example that abundantly verifies this obfer-
ntion. This haughty and arrogant pontif laid 
the R.epublic of- VtnilM ~ader "ail, ·lhm-iJJtI in the 
year 16'06. _. The fe~ alleged' fQf this ~nfo.o 
J.a...t ..proeeedjnS-;' were * profetU.tiOIl of two ~; 
.. 'VoJ,.. V~ l... ~ct 
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~ E N T. c1etuftics 'for capital crimes; as, alfo .two wife 
·s~v~~'JI. ediB:s,onk 'o~ :vbich prohib!ted the 'ereaion of 
1;' .. It T 1. any more' rehglOus edIfices In the Venetian ter-

. ritoties, wlfhoutthe knowledge and ccinfent' of 
the fenate; and the other the alienation of any 
ley pdffeffions or cfl:ates in favour of the clergy, 
without the exprefs approbation of the Republic. 
l"he Venetian fenate received this papal infult 
~itb dignity, and conduCted themfelves under it 
with becoming refolution and fortitude. Their 
firfi: Hep was to prevent their clergy from execu
ring the InterdiD, by an aCt prohibiting that cef
fation of public worfhip, and that fufpenfion of 
the facraments, which the pope had commanded 
in this imperious manJatc. Their next fl:ep ,\vas 
equally vigorous; for they banifhed from their 
territories the Jefuits and Capuchin friars, who 
obe)'ed the orders of the pope, in oppofition to 
their exprefs commands. In the procef.~ of this 
cwntrovcr[y they employed their ableft pem, and 
particularly that of the learned and ingenious 
PAtll:SARPI, of the Order of Str'uifes, to demon
fhate, on the one Imud, the jufl:ice' of their cauie, 
and to determine, on the other, after an accurate 
and impartial enquiry, the true limits of the Ro
man pontif's jurifdidion and authority. The 
arguments of thefe writers were fo fl:rong and llr
gent, that B. .. RONlUS, and the other learned ad .. 
vocates whom the pope had employed in fup
f'Orting his pretenfions and defending his mea-

, rures, ~ ft~uggJed in vain' againfi their irrefiftible 
. evidence, In the mean time all things tended 

towards a rupture, and PAUL V. was gathering 
togethefhis forces in order to make war upon the 
Venetians, when HENRY IV., king of France, in
terpofed as mediator [)'], and conel uded a peace 

between 

,oj--. tv I, It muft be obferved ket'e, that it was at 'the reqneil 
<I. the p!Jpe. and not of th~ Venetians, th,t H/iNlY IV~ .~" 
teipofell as mediator. T~c V~i had D .... hfn'" tQ fcar.~ 

.... --.. !neil 
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tWeen the;conteriding parties, on conditions not 
vc>ry honourable to the ambitious pantif [%]. FOT 

the Venetians ~ould 'not, be perfuaded to repeal 
the edith; and refolutions they had iffued, out 
againfl the court of Rome upon this' occafion, nor 
to recal the Jefuits from their exile [a J.-lt is 

remarkable, 

Their c11lre was c-onJ1deTt'd as the comn'lort cmtf.:· or all, the 
fovercign 1lates of lla{v; and the duk~s of Urbina, lI'fodma. 
:llld Sa1)o)" had already offered th~ir troops and fen'ices to the 
Republic. But the ralh pOlltif, percei\-ing the llorm that was 
gathering :tgain!l him, took refuge in the French monarch's in
teredIio!l. 

["',] lkfiiles Dr: THOU and otllt!!' hillorialls, fee DANIF.L~ 
Hi/loire dl'le Frnnrc, tom. Y.. p. 3gS,.-HEIDIGGER'S lljJlf)J-ia 
P'1}attt,r, Period. vii. § c('Xx. p. 312.-JO. \VOLFG. JAEGERI ' 
Hij/oria Etc/if. ST.e. x';ii. Dcct'nn. i. p. lo~.-More ,{pedal-
1y the writings of til!' [amou e, PAUL SAI',I'l, commonly calkd 
Fp, 1\-1' AOLO, and of the otlH')' divines and ,':lnonifi" that ,k
fellded th~ cure of the RqJllhlie, dcf'~'-ye a careful :md at. 
tentive ptTlfaL For thdt' wriling'; wt'!? cOll1l'ofcd wilh fuch 
j~llidit y, learnin!';, and eloquence, that tI-,cy produced remark-' 
able .Irette, and contriiJm':lj mllt'h to op':n the eyes of fcvcral 
princeg and m~r;iHratt's; i)nrl to prevent their fubmitting 
bli 1I III y and implicitly, a:l their ancdlor3 h,al done,' to the 
impt'l'iOU3 didat<:s of 1he Roman p"I)tii's. Among the rilUil: 
mallerly picc(,3 writtell in this cauft~, we mull plaCl~ FKiI.
PAOLO'S lj/r.ri,' efl,!I,· coft p'7jfatr mtrr PAt'L V., tf It! Rrpub!. di 
T~'l/etitJ, publi/h('d in 4tL) at Mirailr/o/a,in tlte year [624; and 
h;~ llij/oria In1trditli Vmtli, whieh v,'J.fi publi!hcd ill 4to Ilt 
Camb"itlgl'. in the year 11126, hy bitlwp lILD. LI., who,' d.uring 
thefe troubles, had lwen chaplain to thc Englifh amha!1iiu.n' at 
"'mia. PAUl. V., hy forcing the Venetians to puhlifh to the 
world, in 1 hcfe admirable produEt..ions. his arrobrance and. te
merity on the onc hand, and many truthH unfavourahle to th~ 
prctcnlions of the popes pn the other; was the ocq/ion of th~ 
greatdt p<=rplcxitics and oppofitions that the court of Rom: 
li:Hl to encounter in after-times. 

[a] When the peace was m:lde bctwcrn the V cnctiallS an 1 
the pope, in the year 16oi, 'the Capuchins and the other ctdc
fiqlhcE, that had been ballilhed on account of their part.iality 
to the caufe 'of Rome, were all re-illllated in their rerpc~li I'e 

filntiions, except the Jcfuits. Thefe latter, howen:r, wtr<! 
~called ill the year 1657, under the pontificate of ALEXAN
DER VII., in confequcncc uf the earneft ?oml importunate re': 
'llkfu Q{ LEWIS XIV., killg of Pranct, and fen:r.ll otlwr 

L z' pri/lc~a, 

C F. p.1'''f2 
XVII., 

SE<:l.D~; 
P,U.T ,t., 



~ ~. 'til T. remarkable," that, at -the time of this ru;ture, the 
h~~~n. ~te of Vfniceentertained ·ferious thoughts of a 
~;A:~ T .1;. , ~tal fep~ation from the church..Df Rome, in 
, ~hich the arnbalfadors of England and Holland did 

all that was in their power to confirm them. . But 
inany confiderations of a rnoment<;>us nature in. 
~t;rvened. to prevent the execution .of this defign, 
Which, as it would feern, had not the approbation 
W the fagacious and prudent FRA-PAOIO, not
withfl:anding his averfion to the tyranny and 
maxims of the- court of Rome [b]. 

princcs, who gave the Venetians no rell: until they rc-admit
ted thefe dangerous gut:fts into tht:ir territol-ies. It is, never
thelefe, to be obfervfd, that the J efllits never recovered the 
credit and influence they had formerly enjoyed in that Rcpub
li!:, nor, at this prefent time, is there any people of the Romifh 
communion, among whom their focicty has lefs power than 
among the Venetians, who have never. yet forgot their rebel
lious behaviour during the quarrel now mentioned. Sec the 
Poyage HiJloriquc ro ltalie, A/lcmag'I~, Suilfo (publifhed at Am-

jltrdam in 8vo in the year 1736), tom. i. p. 291. It is further 
worthy of obfervation, that, fince this famous quarrel between 
tbe Republic of /7mlcc and the conrt of Rome, the b,,!ls and 
refcripts of the popes have juft as much authority in that Re
public, as its fenate judges confi!b.:nt with the rub of wife 
polky, and the true mtercfts and weifar~ of the commllnitv. 
For. proof of this, we need go no fm,hcr than the refl>ettable 
teftimony of Cardinal HENR.Y NORIS, who, in the YLar 1676, 
wrote to MAGLIABECCH I in the following terms: Poch Built 
ptifft'l1ano queIle acque 'I1erjo. la parte del AdriaJico, prl' Ie m'Iffim, 
laftiale nel Ttjlamtnto iii FRA-PAOLO: i. c. Few papal Bulls 
pofs the Po, or approoch the coqJls of. the AdriaJic fta; Ille 

. maxims bequeathed to the Pfflttians by FRA-PAOLO render this' 
paffage t~tnmely difficult. 

[6] This defign of the Venetlans is particularly mentioned 
by BVRNET~. in his Life if Bflbop BEDEL, and by LA COt!
'I.AYU., in hi$ Defe7ife de la Nou~lelle TradIJaion de I'HjjJoirt d" 
Condie de Trenle ~publilhed in 8vo at Alljlerdam in the year 
174') P·35. 'I his latter writer thcw~ plainly, that l"RA. 
PAO'LO, though his fentiments differed in many points from the 
doctrine of the clmrch of Rome, yet did not appro,.e of all the 
tt:ftets receivcd by the Protefto.nts, nor fuggdl to the Venetiaaa 
the, defign of renouncing the RomiIh faith. 

xx. Ha4. 



CHAP. I.7"hI HIST~RY of the RomHh CHt111CH. 149 

XX. Had the Pprtuguefe acted with the fame C E N: 'I. 
wifdom and refoJution that diffinguilhed the Ve- s ;'~~~'JJ; 
netians, -their cqnteft .with the court of Rome, l! A n I.' 

which begun under the pontificate of URBAN T~~ 
VIII . ., in the year 164 I, and was carried on un. between th~ 

01 h 6'~6 Id h b . d· Roman tl t e year I b ,w~u ave een termmate 1n pontif' and 

a manner equally diladvantageous to the haughty ~.~t~~:r o' 
pretenfions of the Roman pontifs. The Portu-
guefe, unable to bear any longer the tyranny and 
oppreffion of th~ Spanilh government, threw off, 
the yoke, and chofe Don JOHN duke of Braganza, 
for their ,king. URBAN VIII., and his fucceffors 
in the iee of Rome, obfttnately refufed, notwith •. 
{landing the moft earneft and preffing foJicitation~ . 
both of the French and Portuguefe, either to ac
knowledge Don JOlIN'S title to the crown, or to 
confirm the billiops whom this prince ·had named 
to fill the vacant fees in Portugal. Hence it 
happened, that the greaten part of the kingdom 
remained for a long- time without biihops. The 
pretended vicar of Chrift upon a:earth, whofe
ch:lraEter oug-ht to fet him above the fear of man, 
was fa flavifllly apprehellfive of the refentment of 
the king of ,')'pain, -that, rather than offend that 
monarch, he violated the moil folemn obligations 
IJf his itation, by leaving fuch a number of' 
churches without paftors and fpiritual guides. The 
:Frcnch, and other European courts, advifed and 
exhorted the new king of Portugal to follow the 
noble example of the Venetians, and to' affemble 
a national council, by which the nePW created 
biihops might be confirmed, in fpite of. th~ pope,· 
in their rcfpeEtive fees. Don JOHN feemed dif-
pofed to liften to their councils, and to aa: with 
refolution and vigour at this important crifis; 
but his enterprifing fpirit was checked by the 
formidable power of the inquiJition, the incredible 
fuperftition oof the people, and the blind zeal and . 
attachmenttJ1:at the nation, in general, difcovered 

L.} for 
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for .the perfon 'and authority' of the Roman pontlt: ' 
Hence the popes continued their infults with im
punity; amf it was not before the peace conclud
ed between Portllg(li and Spain, five-and-twenty 
years' after this .revolution, t~at the hifhops no
minated by the kmg tn:re con/Jrmed by .the pope. 
It was under the pontifIcate of CLY.MENT IX. 
that an accommodation was brought about be
tween the COl;rts of Pcri'lJgal <end Rome. It mufi, 
indeed, be oblenrcd, to the honour of the Portu
guefe, that, notwithftanding their fuperftitio1l8 
attachment to the court of Rome, they vigoroufiy 
oppojed its ambitious pdntif in all his attempts 
to ,draw from this COllidi an augmentation of his 
power and :i1lthority in tb2t kingdom; nor did 
the bifhops permit, in their rdpeCti"e feeR, any 
c:ncroachment to he made, at this time, upon the 
privikge8 and rights enjoyed by their monarchs 
in former ;lgeE [tJ. 

The eM- XXI. There h;.:d fubfifted, during many pre~ 
!o;~e~\he ceding ages, In almoH: uninterrupted miiintelli. 
J'rOf1"j, "'- genee between the French monarchs and the 
tionandtht -R '{' h'l h d f r. i Ro~an oman pontls, W lC 1 a 0 ten ocCallOne(an 
POIltj/" open rupture, and which produced ,more than 

once that violent effea during this century. 
The grcatcft exertions of induftry, ~rtifice, and 
affiduous labour werc en1ployed by the' popes, 
durh:g the whole of this period, to conquer .he 
averfton that the French had conceived againfr 
the prete~ons and authority of the court of 
Rome, aIlQ.~o undermine imperceptibly, and ener
vate and deH:roy by degrees, the liberties of the 

. [tJ SeeGEDDH's lfflh"y 'I I':,r PO/Jr's lJ](1~'io/l" /o~uards 
P~rt/l£a!, from I("P to 1666, 111 hls ','f,/;'d!aT!eIJI'" Tm,':s, tLlll. 

!i. p. 73-llS,6.-The cauf" of the Port~lgnefe, in this quarrd, 
18 defended wltb grtat karll:l:g Hi,a f:,~;ai:ily by a French v,r;ttr, 
who[,~ ?lame wa, BtJL;'IAD, in a book cllt~tlcclJ Pro £t:Cl;Jii~ 
{-';Ii/ams at/ ClaulII G"IIIC<lIlUm Libdli Duu, 
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Gollico11; church. ,'~'thii, arduou~ ~d importan~ 0 ~v~ T., 
enterpnfe the Jefults aB:edallrmclpal part, and SEC T"xt 
feconded~ with all their dexterity and craft, the, P .u. ;, L·. 
defigns of the afpiring pontifs. But thefe at-
tempts and firatagems. were elfeClually defeated 
and difconcerted by the padiament of Paris; 
while many able pens expofed the tyranny, and' 
injufiice of the papal claims, RICHER, LWNOV,: 
PETRUS DE MARCA, NA'TALIS ALEXA}':DER, Er.
LIS DU PIN, and others, difplayed their learning, 
and talents in this conteil:, though with diilerent 
degrees of merit. They appealed to the ancient 
decrees of the Gallican church, which they can .. 
firmed by recent authorities, and enfDrced Iii 
new and viClorious argUll'lents. It will naturalIy, 
he thouglit, that thefe bold and rcfpeClable· de
fenders of the rights and liberties both of church 
and fiate were a~nply rewarded, for their gene. 
rous labours, by peculiar marks of the approba. 
tion and proteCtion of the court of Franre. But 
this was fa far from being always the cafe, that 
thev received, on the contrarv, from time to 
tin{c, feveral marks of its refent'ment and difplea
fure, defigned to appcafe the rage and indigna_ 
tion of the threatening pantif, whom it . was 
thought expedient to treat fometimes with arti
fice and caution. Rome, however, gained but 
little by this mild policy of the French court. 
For it has been always a prevailing maxim with 
the monarchs of that nation, that their prerog~ 
tiv(!s and prctenfions are to be defendedagainlt 
the encroachments of the Roman pontifs with as 
little noire and contention as pollible; and tliat 
pompous ,memorials, and warm and vehement re
monfirances, are to be carefully avoided, except 
in cafes of urgent neceffity [d J. N or do thcfe 

d" Ed] It is with 'a view to this. that VOLTAIRE, fpea!dng 
af the manne,. in which the court of Franc!! maintains ils preru
gative.aga~ft tbe ROOlan pontif, [~ys, ple~fantly, that I~ Kin! 
tP,ll~ kilfestht: Popls feet, flod tle~ up bll bam/s. . . 

L 4 princes 
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C EN T. p~inces, tl'tink: it _ beneath tbl:1T.,dignity to yi~ld. 
S r.X:;~:n. more6t 1e{~{ tbti$e and occafi6n, and even to I 
JIi~.T 1. ~nd. ,mighty veneration for the,mders 'and' 

aUtharity 'of the' pantifs, ,in order to obtain from. 
mem; by fair means, the immunities, arid privi
}eg~s which they look upon as their due. But' 
they are, neverthelefs, conftantly all their guard;
and, as foon as they perceive the court of Rome' 
taking advantage of their lenity to extend its do
'minion, and the lordly- popes growing infolent in 
oonfequence of their mildncfs and fubmiffion, they 
then alter their tone, change their meafures, arid 
refume the language that becomes the monarchs 
of 'a nation, that could never bear the tyranny 
~nd oppreffion of the papal yoke. All this ap
~~tS evidently in the contefls that arore between 
the courts of France and Ro-nlc, under the reign 
LEWIS XIV;, of which it will not be improper to 
give here-fame interet1:ing inftances [e J. 

:'~j~re XXII. The firO: of there contefis h:lppened 
, tho(e of under the pontificate of ALExJ\NDi: R VII., and 
, J.ew.i.XIV... h . d . i' 1 f h" was owmg to t e tementy an JnlO ence a IS 

Corfican guards, who, in the year 1662~ infulted 
the French ambaffador and his lady, the duke 
and dutchefs of' CREQ!JI, at the inftigation, as it 
is fuppofed, of the pope's nephews. LEWIS de
tnanded fatisfaaion for this il1fult offered to his 
reprefentativc; anp, on the pope's delaying to 
anfwer this demand, aCtually ordered his troop;: 
to file off for Italy,' and to befiege the arrogant' 
tpntif innis capital. Th~ latter ~ terrified by 

a [eJ The lar!\,c note [/J.of the original. in whir.h Dr~ 
Mps K £1M has cX3JIuned that interefting qudlion, 't.i",~ IVklhtf', 
pr "0 Ihe ptlpo! ol1lhorilJ' gaiizd or ItjI grouild in Frahce dllringtb# 
fo-tUfllh :Cmtury, is tranfpofed by the tranfiator into the text, 
ftPd p1.Jcc:dat the.cud.of (lqr author'sl!Ccount of L EWI S XIV.-'a: 
quwrell with the ~ope, when: it comes in with the utmoft: prO-: 
PAtty. . See § nUir 



C :ri¢.'J· .. 'H ..... ()...,~ J.I.f.A"D_ 'n.. c· • . H.U'o::,J:!..:.:;~'· ,¥,~,.,,,,,,,, 'fl' .. ,. UW ~InlUl·. au,lt.CI{. ~:$~ 

there ~r!.lk~ pr,e~3;tions,. jmp~oJ:ed the cl.~n; C! ,~. T. 

cy of the tncerif~, tnonarc~, who granted ~lS p8t'~ S:cvT.~It. 
don and abfoldtlOn to tile humble pontif, and PA,&"'I.\~ .. 
concluded a peace with him at Pya, in th<; year ry 

) 664, upon the moil: ingloriQus and mortifying 
conditions. Thefe conditions W!re, that the 
pope {hould fend his nephew to Paris, in the chal 
ratler of a -fuppliant for pardon; that he lhould 
brand the Corfican guards with perpetual infamy; 
and break them by <\. public edia:; and fhould 
ereCt a pyramid at Rome, with an infcription def. 
tined to prelcrve the memory of this audacious 
iIl{tanc~ of papal infolence, and of the exemplary 
mannel" in which it was cnafiifed' and humbled 
by the French monarch. It is however. to be oQ., 
ferved, ,that in this conteft ¥VIlS did not chafiife 
ALEXANDER, confidered in his ghorUy charafrer 
as head of the church; but as a temporal, prince, 
violating the law of JtCItions [jJ.- He however 
fhewed, on other occafions, that, wh~n ,properly 
provoked, he was as much difpofed to humble" 
papal as princely ambition, and that he feared the' 
head of the church as little as the temporal ruler ot 
the ecclefiaflical flate. This appe~red evidently 
by the important and warm debate he had With 
INNOCENT XI., confidered in his Jpiritual charac-
ter, which began about the year 1678, and was, 
carried on with great animofity and contention 
for feveral years after. The fubjea of this con-
troverly was a· right, called in Fratice the regpJe, 
by which the French king, upon the·d~th ,bf a 
bifhop, laid claim to tfle revenues and fruits of his 
fee, and difcharged alfo feveral paits· [K] of th~ 
_. . epifcopal 

U] See JAEGHI HiflD". Ecckj: Szc. xvi. l)ecetm. vii. 1ib~ 
ii. cap. H. p. lS0.-VOLT'AIRE. SiMe de LOtH! xrv~ 'tom. I. 
P.134' Edit. de DnJtk 17),3.--..AIlClttNHDLTZ. Merri6irel J. 
Ja Rdn~ CIIIlIS"r,INE, tom.)I. p. 72. • • 
·0 [gJ 'the author mew here undoubte<Uy the .coHatJOfl, 
ftf.n bendicl!l, which became vacant in' the diocd'i: of. a dc~ 

~I ·eeaCect 
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C !.NT: epifcopal .funC\ioll, until a new bil}lOp' was eleCted. 
gfl!/:tr. ~Ew:s.was defirous 'that~ll the churches in his 
~:1:,Il:r J. dOriuruons fhould be fubJea: to the regale. IN-

. NOPENT pretended, on the contrary, that this 
claim could. not be granted with fuch univerfa
lity; nor would he confent to any augmentation 
tJf the prerogatives of this nature, that had for
merly been enjoyed by the kings of France. Thus 
the claims of the prince, and the remonftrances 
i:Sf the rOlltif, both urged with warmth and per
feverance? formed a fharp and violent contefi:~ 
which was carried on, on both fides, with fpirit 
and refolution. The pontif fent fortI} his bulls 
and mandates. . The monarch oppafed their exe
cution hy the terror of penal laws, and the au-, 
thority of fevere edia~ againft all who dared to 
treat them with the finalleft regard. When the 
pontif rcfufed to confirm the bifhops that were 
J:lomiuated by the monarch; the latter took care 
to have them confecrated and induCted intu their 
refpe6l:ive fees; and thus, in forne rneafure, de
clared to the w()~ld, that the Gallican church 
could govern itfelf without the intervention of 
the Roman pontit:_ J~NOCENT XI., who was a 
man of a high fpirit, and inflexibly obftinate in 
his purpofes, did not. lofe courage at a view of 
thefe rt:folute and vigorous proceedings; but 
threatened the monarch with 'the divine ven
geance, iifued Ol1t bull after bull, and did every 
thing 'in his power to c·onvince his adverfaries~ 
that ,the vigour and intrepidity, which formerly 
diftinguifhed the lordly rulers of the Romiili 
church, were not yet totally extinguiihed [h J .. 

. This 

ooU'ed bifh~ before the nomination of hi~ nlc{'efl'or. 'l'hil 
riglit of coIla.tion, in filch caf~s, was cOfllprchcnded in the 
R~lf.k. See note [iJ. 

(hJ See Jo. l-hN. Hr.IDtGGER.I Ilj/loria Pa}p/~r. Period. 
va.; cc<;xli. p. 555 • ..."..VOLTAIR.ESiEdetk Lovl~ XIV. tom. j, 
?-. an. Etlil. de Drt'jdl 1753' A great number of writeR'have 
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This obftinacy, bowever, only ferved to add fuel c F. ~T. 
to the indignation and refentment of LEWlll. - ¥VU. 

d' I h h r.SECT.n~ And accor lng y, t at monarc lUmmoned the PUT I. 
famous affembly of bHhops [i], which met at 
Paris, in the year I 68~. In this convocation; 
the ancient doCtrine of the Gallican church, that 
declares the power of the pope to be ii!(rc~v [pi-
ritual, and aifo inferior to that of a general COlm:. 
cil, was drawn up anew in four p!"opofitions [j], 
which wen:: folemnly adopted by tht: ... dlOl~ ai~ 

cilll~r incidt>ntally or pmfeffcdly treated the fubjeet of the 
R .. gal, and have giycn ampli: accounts of the controverfics it 
llils occafioned. But none has traced out more circumftan
lially the rife and progrefs of this famous riglu than Cardi. 
nal HE~llY NORIS, in his lJlol"ia delle ImJ<:/lifure EccltjiqJI. 
p. 5+7, which is iilJ~rtc(l ill the fourth volume of his wurks. 

o [iJ This alfC:!1bly, whichconllilc·d of thirty-five bi!hop~, 
a)1U as m'IllY del'"!i,,,; of tli~ fecund Order, t'l>.tendcd th" Re
;.,'''~ to all the c],urcllt"s in ['ra/ltt without eueption. The: 
hilhups, "t the I:\lnc timt.', thot1~:ht proper to rcpn:fcllt it to 
Ih~ king ,!S their !llllx,ble opiniun, that thore ccddiailics 
wh"m he fhuuld be pkaf,d tu nominate, during the \aC3nl'Y 
oj" tLc fcc, to bl"ndien attended with cure of fouls, were ,oLli. 
~;cJ to :tllply for i Ildu(·tiull and cun/innatiull to the· gra!ld 
"jcars al'l'vi IItcd by the chapters. 

g:'"r [;J Thd"(; fUllr pmpolitiuns were to the full owing pur· 
pr,Cc: 

J. That BLither St. PETER nor his fuccefl"ors have: received 
from God any power tu interfere, direCtly or indirdtly, in 
\\'klt concern, ,the tempo,.!l intcrdb of princes and fuvcr.:iga 
Jh'(G,; that kings and p,-inccG cannot be depofr;d by ecclefiaf. 
I;,.'al alltllUrity, lIor their [ubjcd~ freed from the falTed obliga-· 
I i''11 of f,Jdity alliJ allegiance, by the power of the church, or 
tIll' bdls uf tll('! Roman pont if. . _.",' ' 

2. That the J"ereeR of the coullcilofl;Qgjlanct. which, 
m'lintaincd the authority of general councils. -u.s fuperiO!· 'to 
I ir.:t uf tlw pope's, in fpiritual matters, arC lilpproved and . 
• H:"ptcd by the Gi,lllican church. , 

1. That the rules, cu/tolTIe, jnftjtlltihn~, and obfervances, 
"ll;<:h have htCJI rc"ciY~d iu tnc Gallican church,. are t" be 
prdenul invi"lablc:. , 
• +- That. the deci/,ons of the pope, in points of faith, are 
nut infallible, unkfs they be attended with the cunfent of; 
~c~~ , 

fembly, 



156 f'he IJJ,-r~.v of the .Rouulh C~,tl.C~ 
C }: N T •. r~mbly, ~d were propared to the ,whole body or 
s:~v':':·n. the' c~ergy, and ·to all the unive.rut}es t~roughout. 
Pi4!L T l. the kingdom, as a facred and invIOlable rule of 
,; '.. faith. But even this rcfp£!Etable decifion of the 

!natter, which gave fuch a mortal wound to the 
authority of Rome, did- not {hake the conftancy of 
its refolute. pontif, or reduce him to filence [k J. 

Another conte!l arofe, fame time after the one 
now mention~d, between thefe two princes, whofe 
mutual jcaloufy and diflikc of each other contri. 
buted much to inflame their divifions. This 
new difpute hoke out in the year 1687, when 
INNOCENT XI. wifely refolved to fuppiefs the 
frallchifes and the right if tifjlulll that had former
ly been enjpyed by the ambu1fadors refiding Cit 

(lJ This pope was far frnm keeping !ilene!' 
4 

witlr refpeEl: to 
the famoHs propofitions mentioned ill the preceding note. As 
they were highly unfavourable to !JiG authority, fo he took 
care to have them refuted and oppoftd both ill pri\'ate and in 
public. The prir.cipal champion for the papal caufe, 011 this 
occafion, was Cardinal CELqTlN SFONDN.ATI, who, in the 
year .1684, publiI1ttd, under the feigned name of EUGENIU~ 
LOMBARDlJS, a tr~atifc entitled, R'gl1ie Sl1ccniolium Rommlf) 
,f'onlijici '!/fiT/lilli, eI 1twtu()r propqji/iuniblls rxplicatunz. 11lis 
treatifc was printed in S!vilzalatld, as appears evidently by 
the eharaEters or form of the h:tters. A multitude of Italian, 
Gennan, and Spanilh doctors frood forth to fupport the tot
tering majefty of the pontif againft the court of France; ;:nd 
more efpecially the l~arned NICOLAS DU BOIs, profeffor at 
J.ou'Vain, whOle writings in def~ncc of the pope are mentioned 
by BOBsun •.. But all thefe papal champions were defeated 
by the famous prelate lafl mentiuned, the learned and e1oqw:nt 
bVh0.p of M(9~' who, by the killg's fpecial order, compo[ed 
ttiat Celebrated ~rk, which OIppc<lred OIfter his death, in two 
~llme81to, and in the year 1730, under the fallowing title: 
hifnJIo 'De(./arati.7IIi.r Ctl(!berrjm~, quam de Potdlme EecltjiaJ. 
'rica Jonxit CkrUJ GalliclJnus, xix Mat-tii. MDCLXXXII, Lux",,
Argt. The late puhlication of this work was owing to the 
profpett of a reconciliation bct~~en the courts of Pranu an!! 
R_.af~r the death of ISNQCUT XI., which reconciliatio~ 
aaually took place, and engagcQ I..I:: W {~ XIV. to prevent ~ 
~4being put to the prefs. 

;Rome" 



CHAPi·D' "',~~.~,~~1t:r ~··tbt ~nillh·t;1ttf"cH. is';. 
Rome[Jj~"d.·hac!';,,()D ~y oc~fion~t proved a C ! N~. 
fanau~ry ~orr~p'lhe, vIOlence, and i.njuftice, by s,£x~:~.lf. 
procurmg Impuntty f~r the moft hemous male- P A ":! i:. 
faC1:ors. The MarquIs DE LAvARDlN refufed,~
in the name of the French king, to fubmit to' this 
new regulation; and LEWIS took all the violent 
methods that pride and refentment could invent, 
to oblige the pontif to reftore' to his ambafra-
dor the immunities abovementioned em]. INNQ. 
CENT" on the other hand, perfiO:ed inhis purpofe, 
oppofed the killg'S demands in the moO: open and 
intrepid manner, and could not be wrought upon" 
hy any confideration to yield, even in appearance, 
to his ambitious adverfary [n J. His death, how-
ever, put an end to this long debate, which had 
proved really detrimental to hoth Qf the contend. 
ing parties. His fucceffors, being men of a 
fofter and more complaifant difpofition, were lefs 
avcrfe to the conceHions that were necelTary to 
bring about a reconciliation, and to the rncafurcs 
that were adanted to remove the chief caufes of 
thefe unfeeml y conte!h. They were 11ot, indeed, 
10 ELr unmindful of the papal dignity, and of the 
intcrcO:s of Rome, as to patch up an agreement on 
inglorious terms. On the one hand, the right of 
afylunl was fuppreffed with the king's eonfent; 
on the other, the right of the regale was fettled 
• 
o [1J This "ight of aJylum exte/ldcd much fUliher than the 

amhaffador's palace, whofe immunity the pope did not mean 
to violate; it co~prehended a confiderable extent of ground, 
which was called a. quarter, and undoubtedly gave occafion to 
~reat and crying abu[es. , 

a::» em] The Ma.'"quis DE LAVARDIN began his embalfy by 
entering Rome, furroundf,.'<i with a thoufand men in ,arms. 

[n] JA£GEIt.I Hijloria EcckjiaJlic. S:ec. x\'ii. Decenn. ix. p. 
I9.-Lrgaiio LAVAR.Dllil, which was publifheq in 1688.
But above all, Mmloiru de fa R,ine CH.ISTIIU, tom. ii. p. ::+8 • 

• For CHIlISTJNA' took part in thie QOIlteil:, and adoptrd the, 
..we of the 'French monardl. 

with 



t s8'''beHlST~,"'i' '!I: tbe K:pJ:ll~lh :\.=~P'}l.El'K; 

C. E N T. with. certain 'tnodificati~ms.- [0].' The four fa
s:!';\r. inous profofitio7tS, relating to the pope's authority 
!':"',IlT.L, and jutifdifrion, were foftened,by the Icing's per
.i/t . niiffion, in private letters addreifed to the pontif 

by a:rtaln bifhops; but they were neither abro
gated by the prince, nor renounced by the clergy ; 
on the contrary, they frill remain in -force, and oc
cupy an t:minent place among the laws of the 
kingdom. 

Whether or X xrlI. [pJ Several Protefrant writers of emi-
liO th., p~p.J 
authc,rity ncnt merit and learning, lament the accefiions of 
r~~<n~ in po .. vcr and authority which the Roman pontifs 
thllcentury, are fuppofed to have gained in 'France during the 

courfc ,of thi,; century. They tell us, with for
row, that the Italian notions of the papal majefi:y 
and juri/Jidion, which the French nation had, in 
former ages, looked upon with abhorrence, gain
ed ground now, and had infeCted not only the 
nobility and clergy, but almofl all ranks and or
ders of men; and from hence they conclude, 
that the famous ri;::bts and liberties of tbe Galhcan 
church have fuffcred greatly by the perfidious l!ra
tagerns of the Jcfuits. They arc led into this 
opinion by certain meafures th2t were taken by 
the French court, and which feemcd to favour 
the pretcnfions of the 'Roman pontif. They are 
confirmed in it by the declamations of the Janie
ilifts, and other modern writers . among t~ 
~'rench, who complain of the high veneration that 
was paid to the pap:tl bulls.during this century; of 

,the fu<:cefs of the Jefuits in infrilling into the mind 
of the king and his counfeUors the maxims of 
.z:f)me, and an excdlive attachment to its bifhop; 

, CoJ See lJ'LEuRv, I'}flitutioru du Droit EcclifuyJirpz: Franfoi!, 
Wllich qcenent work 18 tranO"ted into Latin. a::)o Dr. Mo. 
~I;IEJ1'I4rCfers to p. 454' (lfthe Latin veruon. . 
• :i::i' (P] This § ,xxiii. contains the ample note [1;1, which is. to 

l>e. found at, p. 880, of th,e origiual. It comes lU here witla 
IlOrt propnety. 

of 



l~ 
of the vio~e an_d ill treatment that were offer- C l' N'T. 

ed. t~ all t'fiofe ~bo adh~ed ftedfaftly to the' s E~~l\I. 
doctrme and ma:c1ms of then forefathers; and of P A II. T l~ 
the gradual attempts tha~ were made to intro- --_ 
duce the formipable tribunal of the il1Quifition in-
to France. But it will perhaps appear, on ma-
ture confideration, that too much firers is laid, by 
many, on thefe complaints; and that the rights 
and privileges of the Gallican church were in this 
century, and are aCtually at this day, in the fame 
fiate and condition in which we find them during 
thofe earlier ages, of which· the writers and de-
claimers abovementioned inceifantly uoalL It 
might be alked, where are the ddorics that are 
bid to have been obtained over the French by· 
the popes of Rome, and which [orne Protcflant 
doctors, lending a credulous car to the complaints 
of the Janfenilts and Appel/allts, think they per-
ceive with the utmoR clearnefs? I am pcrfuaded 
it would be difficult, if not impoffible, to give a 
fatisfaCtory anfwcr in the afIirmative to this quef. 
tion. 

It is true, indeed, that ;l" the tr:mfaaioqs of 
government, in general, are now carried on in 
France, with more fubtilty, fecref)" and art, than 
in former times; [0, in particular, the fhatagems 
and machinations of the Roman pomifs have been 
oppofed and defeated with morc artifice, and lefs 
noife, than in thole more rude and' llnpoliihcd 
ages, when almoH every con ten was terminated 
by brutal force and open violence. Theoppofi-' 
tion between the court of Franre and the bifh~p 
of Rome mIl ftlbfifts; but the manner of termi-_ 
nating their differences is changed; and their de
bates are carried on with Ids clamour, th(mgh not 
certainly with lefs animdfity and vigour, than In 
the times of old. This new and prudent manner· 
.f difputin~ is not agreea~16 to the reftIefs, fiery,. 
aJ).d impatIent temper of ,the Frcncb1 who h~¥~ 
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" '. '. "-'"<~':,,, _, "' .. ' c .£1J:t1'. anlrr~~ftiblepT()pe~ty to ,~ify~. cl~ous,,~ 
s:i~",·JI. ~edit1ou. prbceed!ngs'; and hence undoubtedly: 
~T t. arife all the complru.nts we have heatd, and ,frill 

~e:lr; of the decline of the 1i1:>ertiea of the Gam .. 
can' church, in confequence df the. growing in. 
tluence and perfidious counfels of the Jefuits. 
If'thofe, however, who are accuftomed to make 
thefe complaints, would for a moment fufpend 
their prejudices, and examine with aftention the 
hlfl:ory, and alfo the prefent {tate' of their coun
try, they would foon perceive that their ecde
u<\ftical liberties [q J., inftead of declining, or of 
being neglected by their monarchs, are maintain
ed and prtiferved with more care, refoluticiu, anq 
forefight, than ever. It mull: indeed be acknow
ledged, that, in France, there are multitudes of 
cringing Daves, who bafely fawn upon the Ro
man pontifs, exalt their prerogatives, revere their 
maj.efl:v, and, through the dictates of fuperfl:ition, 
inter~fr, or ambition, are ever ready to hnp; the 
papal chain, and fubmit their necks .\)lindly to 
the yoke of thore ghoflly tyrants. But it may be 
provM by the mofl: undoubted facls, and by in
numerable examples, that thefe fcrvile creatures 
of the pope abounded as much in France in for
mer ages as they, do at this day; and it n'lufi: be 
alfo confidered, that it is not by the counfels of 
this flavifh tribe that the fprings of government 
are moved, or .the affairs of ftate and church 
tranfatl:ed. It muft be further acknowledged, 

~ [9J it is not nec~rrary to advertife die reader, 'that..". 
thefe /ikrties are not meant, that rational and Chriftian li~rty' 
wl4cb entitles every 'individual to follow the light of his 0WJl 
c::DI&kience Gd the dictates of hilt own judgment in religi&ua 
1filters; for no fuch h"berty is allowed in /frQl/&e. The Iiher:~. 
tW.of.the Gal/iean ~hunb con1ift .in the ol'pofitian which that; 
~,ha8 made, at.diffnent tim~. to the ov~rgrQwn JK!;W.D:' 
~ B.om~ Pontiff aDd tG bit prttcndc:d pirJOfIai iAfaJli.l' .. 



tHAP.!; : r~H(sjprlY 0/ tbe RoiilHhCa,v.r.ca; 

th.at. the Jefuits had az;riv:d at a very high degree 
of influence' and auth~rlty [r], artd fometimes 
have credit enough to promote meafures that do 
not at all appear confiftent with the rights of the 
Gallican church, and muft confequently be can. 
fidered as heavy grievances by the patrons of 
the ancient ecclefiaftical liberty. But here it 
may be obferved, on the one hand, that many 
fuch meafures have been propofed and followed 
before the rife of the· Jefuits; and, on the other, 
that many affairs of great confequence are daily 
tranfaCled in a manner highly difpleafing and de..! 
trimental to that fociety, and extremely difagree
able to the Roman pontifs. If it be alleged, that 
thofe who defend with learning and judgment 
the ancient doClrines and maxims of the Galli
can church fcarcely efcape public cenfure and pu
niilimcnt, and that thofe who maintain them with 
vehemence and intemperate zeal are frequently 
rewarded with exile or a prifon; nay, that th~ 
moll humble and modell patrons of thefe doc. 
trines are left ill obfcurity without encourage
ment or recompence: all this mull be granted. 
But it mufr. be confidered, on the othel' hand, 
that the caufe they maintain, and the ancient 
doCtrines and maxims they defend, are not con
demned, nor even deferted; the matter is only 
this, that the prince and his minifl:ty have fallen 
upon a new method of maintaining and fupport
ing them. It appears to them much more can· 
ducive to public peace and order, that the ftra
tagems and attempts· of the Roman pantifs lhauld • 

t:J' [rJ Dr. MOSHEIM wrote this in the year 1753. before 
the fupprdlion of the Order 'If Jefuits in France. The down
fal of that fociety, and the circumftanccB that have attended it, 
feern both to illuftrate and confirm his judiciolJs notion with 
refpeCl: to the degree of credit and iafiuence whiCh the popu 
hlve had in that kingdom for fOJDe time pait. 

VOl.. v. M be 

C EN T. 
·};VU. 

SECT. It 
l' " II. T I::' 
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Ith 'netftsT6itT'!I the ltOritiIh Clitnldt. 

c.;:v~J.T. be op~oftld;and :defeat~ ,by fecre~ .exettions of 
b«;T. 11. r~iolutlOn and vIgour, wIthout nolfe or oftenta
;J ...... T I. uon, than by learned produ8:ions and clarnoroue: 

(lifputes; which, for the moO: part, . excite fac. 
tions in the kingdom, inflame the fpirits of the 
people, throw the ftate into tumult and confu. 
lion, exafperMe the pontifs, and alienate them 
frill more and more from the French nation. III 
the mean time the doctors and profe!Tors, whe 
are placed in the various feminaries of learning: 
~re left at liberty to inflrud the youth in the an· 
cient dottrine and difdpline of the church, and 
to explain and inculcate thore maxims and laws. 
by which, in fonner times, the papal authority 
W;ll': rcflrained and conlined within certain limits. 
Jf thefe laws and maxims arc infringed, and if 
even violent methods are employed ;l:~ainfl: thofe 
who adhere ftcdLfUy to them, this happens but' 
-wery rarely, and never hut "hen fome cafe of ex
treme neceHity, or the prnfp~a of [nme great ;1d
yantage to the cOl11llllmily, abfolutely require 
th~ir fufpenflOll. BeiiJes, tlu.J!'e \' J10 fit al" the 
political hdlll, alway~ t:::.kc ere l.n prevent the 
pope's rc,lpin,<,; mwh benefit frmn this fufpcnfion 
or neg-led of the ancient laws and maxims of the 
chal'l:h.· This circllmii:cmcc, v;hich is of fo much 
impmtancc in the prcf<:llt queHion, muft appear 
t:I'ioent to fneh as will be at the pains (-0 look in
.to the binary of the debates that attended, and 
,the confequencs th3 t i'oll,)\veu, the reception of 
th.: l}ull Unigcnitus in I'ranu, than which no p:1paI 
cdW: cOllld fccm more repugnant to the rights 
-and libertic3 of the G;~llican church. But in the 
bufincfs of this Bull, as in other tranfac!iom of a 
like nature, the court proceeded upon this poli
·,~ical maxim, that a fmaller e"i\ iLto be fubr.1it-
ted to? when.a greater may \)1.: thereby pren::at
ed. 

In. 



CHAP~J; .. fJJI,tkd·Q~(tbt tt()mifu~NUSt.cH. 
In a wo.rfil, ~he kings (If Ffa1J:ce have almo!l: al

ways treated the Roman pantifs as the hetoes, 
who are faid, in Pagan flory, to ~ave defcended 
into Tar tarus , behaved towards the triple-jawed 
guardian of that lower region: fometimesthey 
bffered a foporiferous cake to fupprefs his grurn" 
bling and menacing tone; at others they terri" 
fled him with their naked fwords, and the din of 
arms; and this with a view to flop his barking. 
and to obtain the liberty of direding their courfe 
in the manner they thought proper. There' is 
nothing invidious defign,ed by this compatifoD; 
which certainly reprefents, in a lh·cly manner, 
the carcffc3 and threatenings that were employed 
by the Frcl1cb monarchs, according to the nature 
of the times, the flate of afFairs, the character of 
the po!1tifs, and other incidental circumibnceR, 
b order to render the court of Rome favoura.!")!.: 
to their defigns. "\Ve have dwelt, ~perhaf's, tou 
mnch upon this fubjeB:; but \"C thought it not im
proper to undeccive many Protdhnt writers, 
"ho, ton much influenced by the bitter COT'l~ 
phinls aad declamations of ceJtain JanfeniH:s, 
and not. fufficiently infl:ruch:d in the hif!:ory of 
thefe ecclcfiaflical contentions, have f~JtIv.cd erro
neolls notions concerning the point we h~vc here 
cnde;lxoured to examine and difcub 

XXIV. The cormptions that had b~;en com
plained of in preceding ages, both in the higher 
and inferior Orders of, tl?c, Romifh .c1ergy? were 
rather mCI'eafed than d1l11lIuihed durmg thIS cen
tury, as the mofl: impartial writers of that com~ 
munion candidly confefs. The biihopswere 
rarely indebted for their elevation to their emi
nent learning or fuperior merit. The interce[· 
fion of' potent patrons, fervices rendered to men 
in power, conneaiolls of blood, and fimoniacal 
pradices, were, generally fpeaking, the fieps to 
preferment; and, what was ftill"more depkrable. 
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J64 fJhe HISTORY Of {lie RornHh CHOReH. c. 1rI'T. their promotion was fometimes ~win~ to their 
. XVU. • Th' li fi h . b SEC T. II. vIces. elr ves were ~c , as mig t e ex. 
P ...... T t. petted from perfous who had rifen in the church 

by fuch unfeemly means; for had they been ob. 
liged, by their profeffion, to -give pUblic exam. 
pIes of thofe vices which the holy laws of the 
Gofpel fo folemnly and exprefsly condemn, in
{lead of exhibiting patterns of fanCtity and virtue 
to their flock, they could not have conduCted 
themfelves otherwife than they did [s J. Some 
indeed there were, who, fenfible of the obliga
tions of their profeffion, difplayed a true Chrif
tian zeal, in adminiftering ufeful inftruCtion, and 
exhibiting pious examples to their flock, and ex
erted their utmofi: vigour and aCtivity in oppo
ling the vices of the facred Order in particular, 
and the licentioufnefs of the times in genetal. 
But thefe rare patrons of virtue and piety were 
either ruined by the refentment and fhatagems of 
their envious and exa1perated brethren, or were 
left in .obfcurity, without that encouragement ~nd 
fupport that were requifite to enable them to exe
cute effeCtually their pious and laudable par.
pofes. The fame ,treatment fell to the lot of 
thofe among the lower order of the clergy, who 
endeavoured to maintain the caufe of truth and 
virtue. But the number of fufferers in this noble 
caufe was fmall, compared with the multitude of 
corrupt ecclefiaftics, who were carried away with 
the torrent, iuftead of oppofing it, and whofe lives 
were fpent in fcenes of pleafure, or in the anxiety 
and toils of avarice and ambition. While we 
acknowledge that, among the bifhops and infe-

[ s J The reader may fee thefe difagreeable accounts of the 
corruptions of the clergy confirmed by a great number of un
exceptionable teil:imoniu. drawn from the writings of the moll 
eminent dottore of the Romith church, ill the Memoiru tie F,rl 
RfI)a1. tom. ii. p. 308. 



rioT clergy. there were 1everal exceptions from c E'N 11'. 
that general prevalence of imm,?rality and Hcen- s i.XCVT~·n. 
tioufnefs with which the facred Order was charge. p" I T I~ 
able; it is alfo incumbent upon us to do juftice 
to the merit of fome of the Roman pontifs, in this 
century, who ured their moO: zealous endeavours 
to reform the manners of the clergy, or, at leaft. 
to oblil?e them to obferve the rules of external de-
cency III their condut1: and converfation. It is 
however matter of furprife, that thefe pontifs did 
not perceive the unfurmountable obfracles to the 
fuccer:~ of their counfels, and the fruits of their 
wife and falutary edith, that arofe from the inter-
nal conftitution of the Romifh church, and the 
¥ery nature of the papal government. For wer~ 
the Roman pontifs even divinely infpired, and 
really infallible, yet unlefs this infpiration and in. 
fallibility were attended with a miraculous power, 
and with the fupernatural privilege of being pre-
fent in m~ny places at the fame time; it is not 
conceivable how they fhould ever entertain a no· 
tion of the pollibility of re1l:oring or maintaining 
order, or good morals, among that prodigious 
multitude of perfons of all daffes and charaUers 
that are fubjeB: to th,eir jurifdifrion. 

X X V. Though the monks, in feveral places, be- The /late of 

h d "h h " Ii fr" d d the monarave· WIt muc more Clrcum pe Ion an ecen- tic Ordell. 

cy than in former times, yet they had every where 
departed, in a great meafure, from the fpirit of 
their founders, and the primiti\re laws".r their re-
fpet\:ive inftitutions. About the conlnencemcmt 
of this century, their convents and colleges' made 
a moO: wretched and deplorable figure, as we 
learn from the accounts of the wifei! and moO: 
learned even of their own writers. But we find, 
further o~, feveral attempts made to remove this 
diforder. The firO: were made by fome wife an,? 
~i()us Benediaines, who, in France, and other 
~ountries, r,jormcd feveral monafierics of their 

M 3 Order, 
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"'henih·tit~ l/1hi ~ e~ttR.O'i!; 
Order, ahd,tpJeaV'bUted 1'0 bring them back, as 
near, as was. poffible, to the laws and difcipHne of 
their founder [tJ..Their example was followed 
by the monks of Clugni, the Ciftercians, the regu
lar' canons, the Dominicans, and Francifcans [ u J. 
It is from this period that we are to date the di
"ifion of the mOn;l(tic Orders into two general 
darrell; one of thefe <:omprehends the Reformed 
Plonks, who, reclaimed from that licentioufnefs 
tJ-nd corruption of ma~lllers that had formerly dif
honoured their focieties, lead more ftria and regu
lar lives, and difcover in their conduer a greater 
regard to the primitive laws of their Order. The 
other is compoft:d of the Un-reformed Orders, 
who, forgetting the fpirit of their founders, and 
the r~les of their inititute, fpend their days in 
eafe and pleafure, al;'ld have no taUe for the aufte
rities and hardfuips of the monailic life. The 
latter clafs is by far the moil numerous; and the 
greateft part, even of the Reformed m.onks, do not 
only come fumt. of that purity of manners which 
their rule enjoins, but are moreover gradually 

ttJ LE BortlF, Mrmoirn fur 1'1Iifloire d'Auxerre, tom. ii. 
p. SIS' where th:re is a~ an:ount of t~c jJdl: R~ror1l/s made in 
the convents <lurrng tIllS c~ntury.-I:),e MARTINE'S Voyage 
Litlrraire de dewc Benrdiflins, par. II. p. 97. 
. [u ] There is an account of all the convents reformed in t11is 
~(>ntt\ry, in Hl:LYOT'S Hffloin drs Ordnr, tom. v, vi, vii. to 
which, hqwe\'cr, fevera\ intl'l"cfting circumft:l\1ces may be add-
1=d, by Co~ other writers. The Riformof the Monks 
.1Pf G,lul"i iaiI!Ply.?cfcribeu by/he 13,enedittilles, in the Gallia 
,.Chri/ltana,tqcn. Vll. P.54+ rhe fame authors fpeak of the 
'Riform of the Regular Canons tif St. AUGUSTIN, tom. viii. p. 
'1'78. 787. 790.-Fot an a.ccount of ~hat of the Ciflmians, .fee 
'MABII.LON, Annal. Broedt8. tom. VJ. p. I2I.-VQj~ge Lutt:
_,.lIi!"e d, deux Bnudillin.r, tom. i. p. 7, 8. tom. ii. p. 133. 229' 

sG9' 303. The Ci/lel"c;tlfIS were no fooner rc:formedt'hem
fdves" than they ufe~ tbeir moft zealous endeavours fOT the re-

.
fortniltion of the whole fociety (i. e. of the DCnrdiCtim:Onler), 
~u.t in vain. See ME,,\UFOU, ViII de rAbbe de la Trapp, tom. 
~,p. J9~1 

and 



CH*L,,:r'*~Y:t!Of.,lh&'ltomiih CIUJRCH. .~ 

ann im~ibly1'f:.~p(~ intot~eir former in-, C ~"}. 
dolence and difor4~·. S £CT. ij. 

XX VI. Among the Reformed monks, a patti- l' All. 1',1. 

cular degree of attention is' due to certain Bene- 'l'h" co~ 
diCtine tOcieties, or congregatirms, who f urpafs all r,e~.'ion of 

the other monaftic Orders, both in the excellence ~,. M.",. 

and utility of their rulei> and conllitution, and in 
the zeal and perfeverance with which they adhere 
to them. The molt famous of thefe focieties is 
the Congregation qf St. Maur [w], which was found-
ed in the year 1620, by the exprefs order pf G RE-
.;oRY X V., an4 was enriched by URBAN VIlI., 
in the year 1627, with feveral don::ttions and pri-
yileges. It does not indeed appear, that even 
this fociety adheres firicrly to the fpirit and 
maxims of BENEDICT, whofe name it bears, nor is· 
it beyond the reach of cenfme in other refpeEts ; but 
thefe imperfeCtions are co~enfatcd by the great 
number of excellent rules and inftitutions that ar~ 
obfervcd in it, and by the regular lives and learn-
eu labours of its members. For in this congre-
gation there is a feleCt number of perlops, who 
arc diftinguifhed by their genius and talents, fet 
apart for ~hc ftudy of facred and profane litera-
ture, and more efpecially of hiftory and antiqui-
ties; and this learned part of, the foeiety is fur-

[w] See the Galfia ChriJlit1flfl Nm'l1, an i'klmirable w.ork, 
compored by the Ccngrfgation of St. 11/[(1111', tom. vii. p. 47+
Hl'LYOT, Hifioire des Ordra, tom. vi. cap. xxxvii." p. 2$6. 
The letters pat:nt of Pope GREGORY XV., by which the 
eftablifument of this famous congregation wall lIpproved "end 
confirmed, were critieifcd with gre3t feverity "and ligQ.W' by 
LAUNOV, that formidable fcourgc; of aU the Monaflic Otdcts, 
in his .F;xamm pri'L'il. S. Gt'rmani, tom. iii. p. i. 0PP' P' 303. 
The fame author gives an account of the e"i4fen1ions t1$t al-or~ 

"in this cl11Igrrgalion" immediately lifter ~ts dlablifhmmt; :but an 
m:COIlIlt which fOlVOUT8 roo much of that partiality thll~ he: was 
chawable with, whenever he treatet!l of mOllafi)c affitilll; fce 
his Ajfirt. InqUijit. in pn;"'il. S. Mracrdi, p • .i. 'Cap.l»~yj'JI' 
:;. 2 7. 'torq. iii. o1'.P- p. :z. 



C ,,'" T. nifhe"dwith aU the means and materials of know. 
,lc:V;~ n. ~e4gein ~ rich abundan~e, (~nd with every thing 
"'"~, T I. that can tend to facilitate their labours and ren
" der them fuccefsful [x J. It muft be abundantly 

, ,known, 

[IC] The Benedictines celebrate, in pompou, terms, tlu: ex
ploiis of this congregation in general, and more c:fpecially their 
~ealou8 anI!. fucct:fsful labours in reftoring order, difcipljn~, 
and virtue, in a great number of monafteries, which were faIl
ing into ruin through tht: indolence and corruption of their 
licentious members; See the Voyage de deuIC Religieux Bmcdi,
liN ik fa Congregation de S. Maur, tom. i. p. 16. tom. ii. p. 
47. This ew,ogy, though perhaps exaggerated, is not entire
ly unmerited; and there is no doubt but the Benedictines 
have contributed much to reftore the credit of the monafUc 
Orders. There are, neverthdefs, feveral clalfes of eccle-

· fiallics in the Romilh church, who are no well-wilhers to th;8 
,learned eongregatl.'o'l, thou~h their diOikebc fourded on dille-
rent reafons. III the fir1\ c1afs. we may place a certain num
ber of ambitious prelates, whofe artful'purpoft's have been dif
appointed by this ingenioua fraternity; for the monks of St. 

· Maul', having turned their principal ftudy towar~ ancie~t 
· hiftory and antiquities of every kind, and being perfeaIy ac-
quainted with ancient records, diplomas, and charters, are thus 

'peculiarly qualified to maintain their 1?"lfeffions, their jurif
· diaiotl, and pri;riJes-cs, againli the litigIOUS pretenfions of the 
"bithops, and have, III fact, maintained t/te/l1 ~ith more fuccefs 
" tllan their Order could do in former timesl when deftitute of 
learning, or but ill. furnilhed with the' kno~dcdge of ancient 
hiftory. The Jefuits form the fecond c1afa of adverfaries, with 
whom this learned co"gr~gation has been obliged to ftruggle; 
for their luftre and reputation being confidcnlhly eclipfed by 
the numerous and admirable productions of thefe Benedictinc~, 
they have wed their utmoft endeavours to fink, or at leaft to 
diminilh. the .t:redit of fuch formidable rivab. See SI;.iOW, 
Ldlr,tI Choi/I#. tom. iv. p. 36. 45. Theft: Bene&ctines "have 
a third fet of enemies, who are inftigated by fuperilition; and 
it,·is 'not ilnprQbable. that thi.s fuperftition may be "accompa
uied With a ce~n mixture of cnvy. To undedland this fully. 
it . muft be obferved, that the Ieil.t'ped Monks, of whom we are 
~ 'fpeakinJJ, have fubftituted an a(Jj~ous application to the 
Oulture ofJhilulogy and literature i~ thl! plac:;e of that bo~y 
and manu labour which the Rule of $1, BENEDICT prefcnbes 
.to,liiJ follo)IV~&. The. JIlore robuft, he~thy, and vigorous 
MOilks, are obliged to employ a cert,!-in portion of the day in 
~orking with their hands; while thote of a "~eaker conftitir 
pOll, ~d fuperior genius, are allowed to exchange bodily "I: 

" mental 



eRA'tf. If fOe Hltt-Otl y 'offbe llomifltCmhCH. i69 
known, ,to thofe who ha¥e ~ acquaintance with C EN T. 

the hiftory· and progrefs of learning. in Europe, SF.~~~I.Jt. 
what fignal advantages the republic of lett~ Ph T .1. 
has derived from the eftablifhment of this famous 
Congregation, whofe numerous and admirable pr~ 
duCtions have caft a great light upon all the va-
rious branches of philology and Belles Lettres, and 
whofe refearches have taken in the whole circle of 
fcience, philofophyexcepted [y J. 
mental labour, and, inl1:ead of cultivating the lands or gardens 
of the convent, to fpend their days in the purfuit of k.now
ledge. both human and divine. The lazy Monks envy this 
bodily repofe; and the fupdtitiou3 an:l fanatical ones, who 
are vehemt:ndy prejudiced in favour of the 3ncil'nt monaftic 
difcipline, behold, with contempt, theie learned re1ean:hcs as un
becoming the monaHic charaCter, fin..:.: they tend to divert the 
mind from divine contemplation. This fuperIiitious and abfurd 
opinion was maintained, with peculiar warmth and vehemence. 
by ARMAND JOHN BOlJTHEl.lER DE RANO:, abbot of La 
Trappe, in his book Des de~'airs r/lQrlqjliques; upon which the 
BenediB:ines employt'd MABll.l.oN, the molt lc.arncd of tlleir 
fraternity, to dd<:nJ their c<luff'. and to expofe the reveries of 
the abbot in their proper colours. This ht' did with remark
able fuccefs, in his famous book De Studiis monqflids, wlliclt 
was firft publifhed in 8'/0 at Pal'is in the year 1691, pa1Ted 
afterwards through Icveml editions, and was tranflated into 
different languages. Hence arore that celebrated queftion, 
which was 10n'T debated with great warmth and animofity in 
France, viz. ilow far a monk may, co'!f!flently with hi, charac
Ifr, apply himfe!! 10 the Jludy of lilerature? There is ~n'de
gant and interdling hi[\:ury of this controvcrfy given by V IN

CENT T/4ULLIER, a mult learned munk of the cungre~tion 
of St • . Mallr;' fee ~he Opera Prjihwna M~BILLONII el RUI
HARTII, tum. i. p. 365-425. 

[ y ] The curious reader will find an account of the authol'll 
and learned productions with which the congregation of SI. 
Mllllr has ~~tiched ~e republic of kttcrs, in PH. LE Cu."'. 
Bihliothfque Hijlorirue et Critique de. Auteurl de la Congng-atit", 
de St. Maur, puhlilhed at the HaV;ue in 8vo in 1726; and alfo 
in BERNUD PE1-'S Bib/iotheca B~nedi{lillo-Marjan.1, publifhcd 
in 8vo at Aug.foou~g in 1716.-The[e Benedictines frill main. 
~ain their literary fame by the frequent }lUblicRtion of Iabp. 
rious &nd learned productioDs in all the various branches of 
facred and profane literature. 

XXVII. Though 



170 ;"_f~·1j tbe·· ..... ' .f,lJI'U~tir'l 
C J !I T. XXVlf.l:bough thefepic>us attempts to r~
.~X:~~·n. ferm 'th~ m~aO:erje& were n0t entirely u~fuccefli-

11",& l' I. fiil, yet the effeds they produced, even 10 thofe 
j~e$ where they had iucceeded moIl:, came far 

1hoct ~f that 'perfe(tion of aufi:erity that had feiz-
edthe imaginationfl of a fet of perf'()lls~ whofe 
:number is confiderable in the Romifh church, 
though their credit be fmall, and their fcverity be 
generally looked upon as cxcefiive and difgllfi:ing. 
Thefe rigid cenfoTs, having always in their eye 
the ancient difcipline of the monaftic Orders, and 
bent on reducing the modern convents to that 
:tullere clifciplillC, looked upon the changes above
mentioned as imperfect and trifling. They con
fidered a monk as a perfon obliged, by the fanai
ty of his profdlion, to ipend his whole days in 
'prayers, tears, contemplation, and filence; in the 
~rufal of holy books, and the hardlhips of 1)0-
elily labour; nay, they went fo far as to m.ain
tain, that all other defigns, and all other occupa
tions, however laudable and excellent in them
.felves, were entirely foreign from the monallic 
·vocation, and, on that account, vain and finful in 
per[ons of that Order.' This. fevere plan of mo
nillie Jifcipline was recommended by feverar per
fans, whoIe obfcurity put it out of their power to 
influence many in its behalf; but it was alfo a
dopted by the Janfenifls, who reduced it to prac
tice in certain 'places [z], and in none with more 
fu~cers and reputation than in the female convent 

[It] See the Ml!moins de POrl-Roytll, tom. ii. p. 601, 602.
Wb.1tTIN BARCOS, tbe moft celebrated Janfenift of this century, 
i~\lced this itinere rule of difcipline into the rnonallery of 
$to CvrO'IJ, of which he was abpot. See the Gollia ChtifoanD, 
tplm.1i.p.132.-MoLEON, Voyag(sLituTt'Juu,P.13S. But, 
..rtu the death of this famous abbot, the mOllk.s of his c10yfter 
'tthlpfed into their fonner dif<tmer, and refumed Weir former 
.~ See Y'D)agt tk~ B~, tom. i. I. i. po 18 .. 



CHAi~if.'"nl1fI1T"'-nf 'tIie lMJiufJit:~cH. 
of POrl-R:qYtt/~~eJt'hb fUbfJled ftain thereat 
16 I 8 unul our tUlle [If]. Thefe fteps ofthe J ail
fenifl:s excited a fpint of emulation, and fevet-at 
monafteries exerted themfelves in the imitatiOh. of 
this auftere model; but they Were all furpaffed by 
the famotls BOUTHIL~lER m RANCE, abbot de liz 
'1rappe [b], who, with the maft ardent zeal, and 
indefatigable labour, attended with uncomtn01\ 
fuccefs, introduced into his monafl:ery this difci
plinc, in all its aufl:ete and lhocking petfeaion. 
This abbot, fo illufirious by his birth, and f(j re
markable for his extraordinary devotion, was fo 
happy as to vindicate his fraternity from the 
charge of' cxceffive fupedlition, which the Janfe..: 

[a] HUYOT, llifJoilt des Ordw, tom. v. chap. xllv. p. 
455· 

c:r [b] This illu!lriolls abhot /hewed v~ry carly an CKtraof-

dinary genius for the Brllt,r Ll'lins. At the age of ten, he was 
mait~r of fcvcral of the Gre,'k ilnd Rom:m pods, and unJcr
Hood HOMFR perfectly. At the ag'e of twelve Qr thirteen, he 
gave an edition of ./J1lL/trt'on, with k-arned Annotations. Som~ 
writers allege. that he had imbibed the voluptuPlla fpirit of 
that pod, and that his fub["qllt'nt application to th~ Hudy Qf 
th('ology in the Sorhollllt, did oot extin!-,ruiCh it entirely. They 
alfo attribute his converlion to a fingular incident. They tell 
us, that returning from the country, after fix weeks abieoce 
from a lady whom he loved paffionately {and lIot in vain}, he 
went dircHly to her chamber by a back !lair, without havil1(, 
the patience to make any previous enquiry about her hcdt.h 
and li.tuat,ion. On opcnmg the door, he found tnc cbamlber 
illuminated, and lmng with black ;-3.nd, on approaching the 
bed.-faw the moil hid«ms fpeB:acle that 'could be prcfel!ted 
to his eyes, and the- molt aaapted to mortify paffion. '-'infpirc 
horror, and t"ngendcr the gloom of melancholy devotion, in a 
mind too lively alld too much agitated to 'improve this thoclcitl~ 
chanb"e to the pU'1'ofes of rational piety: he law his faIr 
millrds in her Qtroud--dead of the fm~l-pox-all her charms 
fled-and fucceeded by the ghaftly lines of 'dellrh, ahd' the 
frightful mark~ of that terrihle diforder . .-:From that 'moment. 
it is faid, our abbot retired from the world. r'et>aired to ha 
Trappe," the 1nofigloomy, barren, and 'defolate fjwt in -the 
whol~ ~n;5.clom of Prana. apd there fpent the ~rty laft.ycafI, 
~f his life In perpetual ada of UK: moft .uft-4re tll~. 
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nifts had drawnqpon. themfelves,. ·bythe. aufterity 
.of their mona.ftic difcipline ; and. yet his fociety 
obferved the feyere and laborious rule of the an
ciqlt Cifterciaru, whom they even furpaife.d in ab-
fijnence, mortifications, and felf-denial. This 
Order fl:ill [ubfifi:s, under the denomination of the 
;Reformed Bernardins oj La 'Trappe, and has feveral 
monafreries both in Spain and Italy; but, if erc
.dit may be given to the accounts of writers who 
[cern to be well informed, it is degenerating gra
dually from the auflere and painful difcipline of 
its famous founder [c J. 

W_mona-· XXVIII. The Romifh church, from whore 
flIc.ord ... 
~lIded. .prolific womb all the various forms of fuperilition 

iffued forth in an amazing abundance, fav .. feveral 
new monaflic cftabliillmcnts arife within its bor
ders d~ring thi's century. The greateil part of 
them we {hall pars over in filenee, and confme 
ourfe!ves to the mention of thofe which have ob
tained fome degree of fame, Of at leafi: made it. 
certain noife in the world. 

We begin with the Fathers of the oratory of the 
Holy jeJus, a famous Order, inflituted by Cardinal 
BERULLE, a man of genius and talents, who dif-' 
played his abilities with fuch fuccefs, in the fer. 
vice both of fiate and church, that he was gene
rally lookee!, upon as equally qualified for !hining 
in thefe very different fpheres. . This Orper, whicn 
both in the nature of its rules,;md in the defign 
of its eftabliiliment, [eerns to bt! in direEt oppofition 
to that of the Jefuits, was founded in the year 
1613, has produced a confiderable number of per-

[c] MAIl&OLIU, ri~ tie I'Ahbi tie /a T:app~, publifued at 
Paris in 1701 in 4tO, and in 1703 in 1 vols. l1mo.-Mu v
POU, Yie de M. l'Abh/ rk III Trappe, publilbed at Pari.r in :2 
101&. lIvo. in 170:z.-FE'LIBIEN, Dtfcription de l'Abhaye de la 
'TnI/IJIf, publii!'td at {,(Iris in 1671.--HELYOT, Hifioire iI& 
Ortli-u{ t.pm. Vl. chap. I. p. I. 
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