
CHA.:'l~ ~ne':atl\"oity rf tbe 1('OmifhCmcH. ",J 
fons eminent for their pietv, learninQ',and ela.;. C E • T~ 

d' ft'll' . • --{. Cl. h' :llyn quence, an 1 mamtams Its reputauon In, t IS S Ii C T:1L 
refpeB:. Its members however have, c:>n account PAIL T f: 
of certain theological produCtions, been fufpefred '; ... 
of introducing new opinions; and this fufpicion 
has not only been raifed, but is alfo induftrioufly 
fomeilted and propagated, by the Jefuits. The 
priefis who enter into this fociety are not obliged 
to renounce their property or poifeffions, but only 
to refufe all ecclefiafiical cures or offices to which 
any fixed revenues .or honours are annexed, as 
long as they continue members of this fraternity, 
from which they are, however, at liberty to re-
tire whenever they think proper [d J. While 
they continue in the Order, they arc bound to 
perform, with the greatdl fidelity and accuracy, 
all the priefHy funCtions, and to turn the whole 
bent of their zeal and induftry to one fingle point, 
even the preparing and qualifying themfelves and 
others for difcharging them daily with greater 
perfeCtion, and more abundant fruits. If, there-
fore, we confider this Order in the original end of 
its infiitution, its convents may, not improperly~ 
be called the fchools of jam-dotal di'vinity [cJ. It 
is nevcrthelefs to be obferved, that, in later times, 

r:i" [d] The Fathers or Pritjls (as they are alfu called) of 
the oratory, are not, prop~rly [peakillg, rl'ligious ur monks, be
ing boundby no vo'ws, and their lUititute being purely eecle
fiallical or facel'dotal. 

[eJ See HABERT DE CERISl, Vie du Cordi/Ill! BEIlULLE, 
fondateur de i'Oratoire de :JifU', publi/hed at Paris in 4to in the 
year 1646.-MoRINI Vita Antiqq. prefixed to his Orimtalia. 
p. 3, 4, 5· Ilo.-R. SIMON, Leflru ChofJies, tom. ii. p.60. 
et Bibliothfqu, Critique (puhJi/hed under the fictitious name of 
Saint :Jorre), tom. iii. p. 303' 324' 330. For an account of 
the genius and capacity of BERULLIi, fee BAILLEE, Vie tU 
RICHER, p. 21D-342.-LE V ASSOR, HiJloirede Lovls XIII .. 
tom. iii. p. 397.-HELYOT, HfIloire del OrdreS, tom. viii. 
chap. x. p. 53.-Gallia Chrijiiana BenediOianr. tom. vii. po 
976• 

the 
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c It N T. tbe Fa.t~rs of .~ Oratory have not.confined them .. 
i.J.\~:. ~I~. felves to ttlis fingle object, but have imperceptibly 
p J.luL extend~d the~roriginal plan, and. applied them
:ltlh . . fe1.vell to the fludy of polite literature and theolo-

gy. ' which they teach with reputation in their col. 
leges [/J. 

After thefe Fathers, the next place is due to the 
I'riefis of tbe M!flions, an Order founded by V IN

.c~1'lT DE PAUL (who has obtained, not long ago, 
th.e honours of faindhip), and formed into are· 
gular congregation, in the year 1632, by Pope 
URBAN VIII. The rule prefcribed to this focie. 
ty, by its founder, lays its members under the 
~hree following obligations: Fitjl, to purify them
fc.lves, aod to afpire daily to higher tlcgrecs of 
f~aity and perfeaion, by prayl.!r, lllu.iitation, 
the pen,lfal of pious books, and other devout ex
e.rdfes ;' Secondly, to employ eight months of the 
year in the villages, and, in general, amo:1g the 
country-people, in order to infhud them in the 
prindples of religion, form them to the pratl.icc 
-of pi~ty and virtue, accommodate their ditTer
e~ces, and adminifter confolation and relief to the 
fick and indigent: Third~l" to infpec1 and govern 
the fcminarics in which per[ons dcfigllcd for holy 
orders receive their education, and to inftruCl the 
candidates for the minifhy in the fciellccs that re· 
late to their refpettive vocations [g J. 

The Prie.fls of the m!/liollJ were alfo inti-ufted 
with the direttion and govcrument of a Female 
Qrd~r called Virgin.r of Love, or Daughters of Cha. 
rit}, whofe office it was to adminifter afiiftance 

Il!? [j] The Fnth,'/"J if fl, .. Omlor} will now be obliged, in 
1L ~ore particnhr manner, to t~1ilend their plan; )incc, by the 
{uppreffion of the Jefuits in Frallcc. the education of youth is 
f:ommi~~d to them •. 
. [;J, AOF.LY Vir de VaICE.NT ?£ PAuL, ... publilbed ,in 4to at 
J'.tu:U. In .l66+-HRL .... OT, /rii: •. Clt. tom. VUI. chap. lH. p.64-
-G1J11i3 Chri/!i;;.';.z, tom. vii. 1)' 998. 

and 



CHAtlilJ I£&1BWti1l'Y ''f tie .ltomiflt CHffllCH. 'IIff' 
and relief kl'itid'igent perfons; who were confined C 11 N,'''r';' 

h · b d ' by fi kndi d' ~ . . 'rh' XVU; to t elr esc s an lDti~rnl.ty. IS S1J C 't' .. ~ 
Order was founded. by a noble vuglll, whofe PAl. T Ii" 
name was LOUISA L E GRAS, and received, in 'the ... 
year 1660, the approbation 'of Pope CLEMENT' 

IX. [h J.-rhe Brethren and Sfflcrs of the pious and 
Cbrijlian fl-hools, who are now commoI1ly called 
Pictills, were formed into a fociety in the year 
1678, by NICHOLAS BARRE, and obliged, by their 
engagements, to devote themfdves to the educa-
tion of poor children of both [exes [iJ. It would 
be endlefs to mention all the religious focietics 
which rofe and fell, were formed by fits of zeal. 
and diffolved by external incidents, or by theiT 
own int,ernal principles of in!hbility and decay. 

XXIX. If the Company oj Jrfu.r, fo called, The ( ... dee, 
. 1 . 1 f 01 Jeh",u,. whlch may be confidered as t Ie [Oil 0 the p~pal 

hierarchy, and. the main fpring that ditefts its 
motions, had not been im-inciblc, it mdl haye 
funk under the attacks of thofc formiJablc ene-
mies that, during the courfe of this cenlury,' af-
failed it on all fides and from en~ry quarter. 
'When we confider the multitude cf th~ ad\'erf~l-
ries the Jifui/s. had to encoulltcr, the: htinOll~" 
nilTies with which they were charged, the itmu. 
mcrablc affronts they received, a~ld the yariouii 
calamities in which th(;y were im-oh-ed, it muft 
appear allonifhing that they yet fubllit ; and ftiU 
more fo, that tLl.'y enjoy any degree of public 
efl:eem, and are not, on the contrary, furtk in ob-
livion, or covered with infamy. In Prance, Hol-
.Iand, Poland, and Italy, they experienced, nom 
time to time, the bitter effetts of a warm and 

[h] GOBILLON, :V;( de lIfad.Jme D;o: GRAS, FanrIatriu rIa 
Fi!la <it: la Charitf, puhlifueJ in Hmo at Parir, in the y~ 
1676. 

[i] HUYOT, H;lJoil"J: d~. Ordm, tom. viii. ~p. xxx-po 
n3· 

vehement 
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" E <N ;T. vehement oppofrtion. and. were,. both -in publiC 
.~~·n. and priv;ate, aCE:ufed of the greateR: enormities, 
P".,T 1. and charged with maintaining pefrilential errors 

and maxims, that were equally deftruCl:ive of the 
temporal and eternal interefts of mankind, by 
lIlei" tendency to extinguHh the fpirit of true re..: 
Dgion, and to trouble the order and peace of 
civil fociety. . The Janfenifts, and all who 
c:fpoufed their caufe, diftinguilhed themfelves 
more efpcciaUy in this oppofition. They com
pofed an innumerable multitude of books, in.. or
dp' to cover the fons of LOYOLA with eternal re~ 
proach, and to expofe them to the hatred and 
fcorn of the whole univerfe. Nor were thefe pro
ductions mere defamatory libels, diCtated by ma
licl! alone, or pompous declamations, deftitute 
of arguments and, evidence. On the contrary, 
they were attended with the ftrongel1 demollftra
tion, being drawn from undeniable faCts, and 
confirmed by unexceptionable tdl:imonies [k J. 

Yet 

(lJ An ac-::ount of this oppofition to, anJ of thefe conteib 
with, the Jefttits, would furnirh nlatter for many volumes; 
fince there is fC<lrcdy any Roman Catholic country which has 
not been thc theatre of violent di"iiions between the fons of 
LOYOLA, and the I':labiilr.ltt:" monks; or dotlorH, of the Ro
mlfh Church. In thefe contdls, the Jefuits fccmed almoG: al
ways to be vanquifhed; and ncvcrthekfs, in the iifue, they al
ways came vifrorious from the fidd of controvcrfy. A Janfe
nift writer propofed, [omc year~ ago, to collcc1 into oue rela.: 
tion the aCCllunts of thefe contdts t hal lie di1l)Crkd in a multi
tude of books, and to give a complete hille,ry of this famous 
Order. The firft ,·olumc of hi~ work acconliilgly appeared~at 
UIr«ht, in the year 1741, was accompani~d with a curious 
PNja&e. a~d entitled !fj;1o;re .del Rel;gicu.~ ~" la, Comp·,(fnie de 
Jtfus. It we may glv<! credIt to what th", wnte~ tells us of 
the voyages he undertook, the dangers <!nd difficulties he CII

countered, and the number of years he, fpent in illvdl:igating 
·the jll"Oceedings, and in deteeting the frauds and artifices, oj 
the Jefuita, we muft certainly be perfuaded, that no man could 
be better qualified for compofing the hiilory of this in1idiOllli 
Order. But this good man, returning imprudcn~y into FrarY:t. 
wat dUcovered by his exafperated t'lIcmies the Jcfuits, aDdu 

. 16 . £aid 
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Yetallthis·:wasfat ~~D;l, 'Overturning that fabric C E N"T1 

of profound and infidiou~'policy which the Je- S;EX:T~'ii 
fuits had raifed, under tne proteCtion of the Ro- p AI. T.~ 
man pontifs, and the corinivance of deluded . 
princes and nations. It feemed, on the contrary, 
as if the oppofition of fuch a multitude of ene-
mies and accufers had ftrengthened their intereft 

faid to have perilhed miferably by their hands. Hence not 
abov~ a third part of his intended work was either publilhed 
or tlnifhed for the prefs. 0 Some things may be added, both 
by way of correction and ilIufiration, to what Dr. Mo SHE nil 
has here faid concerning this hillory of the Jduits-and its au
thor. In the fitji place, its author or compiler is ftill alive, re
fides at the Hague, paffes by the name of BENARD, is fuppofed 
to be a Janfcnift, and a relation of the famous Fathe~ Q..UE
NEL, whom the Jcfuits perfecutecl with fuch vioknce in'Franu. 
He is a native of France, and bclon;;-ed to the oratory. It is 
al[o true, that he went thither from lfollalld fC,oCl-,u years ago; 
and it was believed, that he had hUm a victim to the refent
mcnt of the Jefuits, until his return to the Hague proved that 
r"port f"lfeo Secondly, This hiftory is carried no further
duwn than the y,'ar 1572, notwithlbntiillg- the cxprefs pro
mifes and cngagem(:nts by which the author bound himft.lf. 
funr and tw~nty years ago (in th~ Pref.l(:e to hi!; firfla.·volume). 
to plJblifh the whoJ.e in a very fhort time, declaring that it was 
read y for the preL. This fu1i)cnfion is far fr~p being ho. 
nourable to Mr. BENARD, who is ftillliving at the Hague, and 
confl·qucntly at 'full liberty to accomplilh his promife. This 
has made fome fufpea, that, though Mr. BENARD is too much 
out of the Jcfllits reach to be influmced by their thrcatenjngs, 
lit is not, however, too far from them to be moved by the elo. 
CjUCIlCC of their promif(:s, or ftedfall ellough tu lland out againft 
the weighty rernonfintllces they may huyc <'mployed to prevent 
the further publication of his hiftor}'. It may be obfcrved 
tlJirdly, tint the chalCldcr (Jf a traveller, who has fludic::d the 
manncrs and conduct of the Jefuits in the moLl: remarkablt: 
fcene~ of their tnlllfaB:ions in Eu,-ope, and the other parts of 
th~ globe. i5 here alTumed by Mr. BENARDas the moll plea. 
ling manner of conveyin(T the accounts whidl he compiled iz;1 
llis clufet. Thefe accou~ts <:lon't appear to be faIf'!, though 
the character of a traveller, a!fumed by the compile:-, be fiCti· 
tious. It muft be allowed, on the contrary, that M,. Bl:NARD 

has drawn his relations from good fOUr!!!!3, though his ftyle and 
?lanner cannot well ~ juftilied from the charge: of acrimony 
Olnd malignity. 

VOL. V. N inftead 



C "E N. T. inftchld of diminHhing it, and aaded to their af.. 
sf%~~' n. fluence 'and .. profperity inftead of bringing on 
1'.A.1L T 1. their deftruaion. Amidft the ftorm that threat. 

ened them with a fatal' fhipwreck, they directed 
their courfe with the utmon dexterity, tranquil
lity, and prudence. Thus they got fafe into the 
defited harbour, and arofe to the very fummit of 
fpiritual authority in the church of Rome. Avoid. 
ing rather than repelling the alfaults of their ene
mies, oppofing for the moil: part patience and 
filence to their redoubled infults, they proceeded 
uniformly and fiedfafUy to their great purpofe, 
and they feem to have attained it. For thofe 
very nations who formerly look~d upon a Jefuit 
as a kind of monlter, and as a public peit, commit, 
nt this day, fame through neceffity, fame through 
choice, and others through both, a great part of 
their interefis and tranfaa:ions to the direction of 
this moft artful and powerful fociety [1J. 

XXX. All 

[I] It may perhaJYs be affirmed with trilt!l, that none of the 
Roman Catholic nations attacked the Jcfuits with more vehe
mence and animollty than the Frellch have done llpon fncraI 
occafions; and it is certain, that the Jefuits in that kingdom 
have been, more tha1l once, involved in great difficulties and 
difhcfs. To be convinced of this, thc reader hao only to con
flllt Du Bou LAY'S HiJloria .Acatkmj~ PariJictfi.r, tom. vi. p. 
$59· ~48. 6j6·,73 R• 742 • 744',763. 774· 874' 890' 898• 9°9-
III whu:h he WIll find an amp.\! and accurat<: account of the 
i"tfolutions and tranfaEtions of the Parliament and Univerfitr. 
of Pari;, and alfo of the proceedings of the people in genera. 
to the detriment .of this artful and dangerous fociet),. But 
what was the final itfue of all thefe refolutions and tranfaCtions. 
and.!n what did all this oppofition end? I anfwer, in the ex
altatIOn and grandeur of the Jefuits. They had beenbanilhed 
with ignominy: out of the kingdom, and were recalled from 
their cxY.e. and honourably rdlored to their fanner credit, in 
the yuar 1604, under the reign of H F. N R Y IV., notwithnand
i,!g ~he rt!monftrances of many perfons of the higheft r:mk ~d. 
dlgruty, who were Ih?cked beyond cxprdIion. at th~s unac
eountably mean and Ignoble ftep. See Mtt1llQIIYS tie SULLY 

(dlc ~~crn edition publilhed a'fymC'IJa), tom. 5.; p. 8l1ft!;' 



Cf{A'~~t~ KmdliY"iffhe RontiDi' Cg'OP,CH. j:'9 
xxx; All the different branches of literature'c t. 111'';, 

received, duCripg
h 

tl~iS century, in the more poiifh- ·'8 E"cv:.:·b, 
cd Roman- at 0 IC countnes, a new degree of PAR. Ti. 
luftre and improvement. France, Spain, Italll, . 

l I d d d r 1 .... The Rite of 
and the Nft JCr an s, pro uce levera . men ern!- le,rning in 

nent for their genius, erudition, and acquaintance ~~eR~::.cb 
\rith the learned languages. This happy cir
clImftance mull: not, however, be attributed to 
the labbur of the fchools, or to the methods and 
procedure of public education '; for the old, dry, 
perplexing, inelegant, fchola(tic method of in. 
Hru(:tion prevailed then, and indeed !till takes 
place in both the higher and lower feminaries of 
learninrr·, and it is the peculiar tendencv of thi!> n • 
method to damp genius, to deprefs, il.1fl:ead of ex-
('iring and encouraging, tIle. generous efforts 0f 
the mind towards the purfntt of truth, and to 
load t1:e memory with a multitude of infignificant 
words and tdClefs dill:inCl:ions. It was beyond 
the burJcrs of thefe pedantic feminaries, that ge~ 
nil1s was encouraged, and direCl:cd by great and 
eminent patrons of fcience, who opened new 
p:tths to th~ attainment of foEd learning, and 
pn:fcntcd the fciencc~ under a new and engaging 
a1ilea to the ftuJious youth. It mull: be obierv:
(:,1 here, in juflice to the French, that they bore a· 
diftinguifhed part in thi~ literary reformation • ....;.. 
Excited by their native force of genius, and ani
lnated by the encouragement that h:arnltlg and 
learned men received from the munificence of 
LEWIS XIV., they cultivated with fuccefs almoft 
all the various branches of literature, and, rejeCt:.. 
ing the'barbarous jargon of the fehools, exhibited 

After th3t period, th<] moved the main-fprings of goyernmeirt 
!loth in. church andft~tc, and ltil~ continue to fit, th?lI;;:h 
lII'IliLly, at the helm 01 both. ~ rhe reader mu1t agam tic 
athutifcd, tbat this Dote was writte!l by Dr. MOSHlllivr fome 
ycn's before the (uppreffion of tht fociety of the Jefuits in 
1-rance. 

N 2 learning 
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c tltl.T. leanung und~~ eleg:mtand allu~ing for~, and 
51i".(:T,. n. thereby multiplied the number of Its votanes and 
p~ .. T I. patrons [t1l J. It is well known how much the 

qc.ample and labours of this polite nation contri. 
buted to deliver other countries from the yoke of 

. Jcholafi:ic bondage. 
~zath 0' XXXI. The Arifrotelians of this century were 

011 y. a fet of intricate dialeCticians, who had the name 
of the Stagirite always in their mouths, without 
the leafi: portion of his genius, or any tolerable 
knowledge of his fy1l:em; and they maintained 
their empire in the fchools, notwithftanding the 
attempts that had been made to diminiili their 
credit. It was long before the court of Rom£, 
which beheld with terror whatever bore the fmall. 
el~ aipeCl: of novelty, could think of confenting 
to the introduCl:ion of a more rational philofophy, 
or permit the modern difcoveries in that noble 
fcience to be explained with freedom in the pub. 
'lic feminaries of learning. This appears fufficient
Iy from thefate of G ALILJiI, the famous mathema
tician of Florence, who was call: into prifon by the 
court of InquiJitioll, for adopting the fClltiments of 
COPERNicus, in relation to the confiitution of the 
folar fyfl:em. It is true, indeed, that DES CARTES 

and G ASSENDI [12], the one by his new philoiophy, 
and the other by his admirable writings, gave a 
mort~l wound to the Peripatetics, and excited a 
[pirit of liberty and emulation that changed the 
face of [cience in France. It was under the au· 
fpicious influence of thefe adventurous guides, 
that feveral eminent men of that nation abandon-

[m] Foran ample account of this matter, fce VOLTAIRJi'~ 
~j;&le de Lovl s XIV., and mOle efpecially the Chapicrs in th~ 
fecond volume relative to the ArlJ and Scuncu • 
. . ell] See GASSEIfDI Ex~rcitalion£s Paradox~ aa'Vnjul Ar!JIo
~/U. OpD-um, tom. iii. This fubtile and judicious work (lOn
tributed,~rhaps, more than any thing eIfe, to bun the caufe. 
ud l1Jin the credit, of the Peripatetics. 



eHA!\.' I., ~ •• o,.Y: oj'tlieR.omifh' CH1iicH. 11. 
ed the perplexed and intricate wild$ of the philo- C E N T.\ 

fophy that was ta.ught by the modern Ariftote- s E1V;~·II~. 
lians; and, throwmg off the fhackles of mere au- P A aTJ,>, 

thority, dared to confult the diCtates of reafon .• 
and experience, in the frudy of nature, and in the 
inveftigation of truth. Among thefe converts to 
true philofophy, feveral Jefuils, and a frill greater 
number of 1anJenijls and Priefis oj the Oratory, dif·· 
tinguifhed themfelves; and, accordingly, we find 
in this lift the refpethble names of MALE

BRANCHE, ARNAULD, LAMI, NICOLE, PASCAL9 

who acquired immortal fame by illuftrating and 
improving the doCl:rine of DES CAR n:s, and ac
commodating it to the purpofes of human life [oJ; 
The modefty, circumfpeCtion, and felf.diffidence 
of GA'3SENDI, who conferred the fcanty meafure 
of his knowledge, and pretended to no other me-
rit than that of pointing out a rational method of 
arriving at truth, while others boafted that they 
had already found it out, rendered him difagree-
able in France. The ardent curiofity, the fervor, 
precIpItation, and impatience of that lively people, 
could not bear the flow and cautious method of 
proceeding that was recommended by the cool 
\vifdom of this prudent inquirer. They wanted 
to get at the fummit of philofophy, without 
climbing the fieps that lead to it. 

[0] Thefe great men were, indeed, very in treated by the 
Peripatetics, on account of their learned and. excellent labours. 
They were accufcd by thefe exafperated'ibJipla/l:ics of irreJi. 
y;ion; and were even charged with Atllt:ifm,,'1Iby l~alher HAIl
DOU IN, who was really intoxicated with the 'large draughts he 
had taken from the muddy fountaills of Peripatetic and SchQ
laftic fcience. See his A/he; n,k8i, in his 0P!'. Pf!llhum. p. I'. 

;lnd 1 259.-It is eary to perceive the reafons of all this re· 
fmtment; fince the Cartdian fyftem, which aimed at reUoring 
the authority of reafon and the light of true philofophy, was 
hy no means fo proper to defend the pretentions of Rome and 
the cauf~ uf Popery, as the dark and intricate jargon of the 
P.eripatetics 

Towarda 
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CENT. ,Tllwarqs theconclufion of thiscentllrY. many 
s'J!,~v,:~;n eIt1inent men, in Itilly and is. other countries, fol. 
J»-t·k';'. J: lowed the ex,ample of the French, in throwing off 

"" the yoke of the Peripatetics, and venturing into 
t,l1~ paths that were newly opened for the invefti. 
gation of truth. This defertion of the old philo
fophy was at firft attended with that timoroufnefs 
and Jeerecy that aroie from apprehenfions of the 
difpleafure and refentment of the court of Rome; 
but, as foon as it was known that the Roman 
pontifs beheld with lefs indignation and jealoufy 
the new difcoveries inmctaphylics, mathematics, 
and natural philofophy, than the deferters broke 
their chains with greater confidence, and pro
~eeded with greater freedom and boldnefs in the 
purfllit of truth . 

. The re(pec- XXXII. After this general account of the £late 
tivemcrarof f 1 ' , h ReI I' " Jcluits, lle- Q. earmng III t e oman- at 10 IC countnes, It 
r>e:!it.1ic,es, will not be improper to I)oint out in a more par-
I' "efts of • (. , " , 
theOratory, tlcular manner, thofe or tlle Ronufh wl'lters, who 
and Janfe- 'b d fL I'd' r>i/I~. in the ~ontn ute mOll to i le propagatwJ1 an Improve-
~'t~~~:!':t ment both of facred and probnc erudition during 
.nd profane the courfC! of this centurv. The Tcfuits were, for 
!Uerllturc. l' 1 'fl' fr i 'f d'[ d J ong nme, not on y p~ e j('L 0 an un I pute 

pre-eminence in this rcli)ett, but were, more
p:ver~ confidcred as almoJ( the felle fountains of 
tiniverfal kno,vkclge, and the only religious Order 
that made any figure in the literary v'Jrld. AmI 
it muft be confeired by all, who are not mined 
by want o( .candour or of proper information, 
that lhis ~aus fociety was adorned by m;my 
perfons ofti'ncommon genius and learning. The 
names of .PETAl!, SIRMOND, POUSSINILS, LABBl>, 

and ABRAM, will live as long as letters !hall be 
held in honour; and even. that of HAI>DOUIN, 

. notwithftanding the fingularity of his diforccred 
fancy, and the extravagance of many of his opi~ 
fUOm,will efcape oblivion. 

It 
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It is at.the faJll<ltime to be obferved, that thee E N T; 

litc.:rary glory of the Jef'uits f1lffe~ed a remar~able s f.XC"'T~ • :,' 
echpfe, durmg the courfe of thIS century, from P U>T '» 
the growing luftre of the BenediEfine Order, and • 
more efpecially of the Congregation of St. Maur. 
The Jefuits were perpetually boafling of the 
eminent merit and luftre of their flcicly on the 
one hand, and expofing, on the other, to public 
contempt, tp.e ignorance and fiupidity of the Be
nediCtines, who, indeed, formerly made a very 
different figure from what they do at prefent. 
Their view in this was to form a plaufible pre-
text for invading the rights of the latter, and en-
groffing their ample revenues and pofTeffions; but 
the BenediCl:ines refolved to difconcert this infidi. 
ous project, to wipe off the repro,!ch of ignoraoce 
that had heretofore been caft upon them with too 
much jufiice, and to difappoint the rapacious avi-
dity of their enemies, and rob them of their 
pretexts. For this purpofe they not only ereaed 
iChools in their mona{terics, for the infl:ruction of 
youth in the various branches of learning and 
1cience, but alfo employed fuch of their feleCt 
members, as were difiingui!hed by their erudition 
and genius, in compofing a variety of learned 
productions, that were likely to furvive the walle 
of time, adapted to vindicate the honour of the 
fraternity, and to reduce its enemies to filence'. 
This important taik has been executed with in-
credible ability and fuccefs by MABILLON, D' A-
CHERY, MASSUET; RUINART, BEAUGIlNDRE, GAR-

NIER, DE LA RUE, MARTENE, MOSTFAtTCON, and 
other eminent men of that learned Order. It i~ 
to thefe Benedictines that we are indebted for the 
beft editions of the Greek and Latin fathers; for 
the difcovery of many curious records and an-
cient documents, that throw a new light upon the 
biftory of remote ages, and upon the antiquities 
of various countries; for the befi: accounts of 

N 4 ancient 



184 Y'he tlI~':C)a:icf tlie~lh .cKtHtd~t 
C :!. NT. ~lolcient tranfaffions, whether ece1efiaftieal or po_ 

XVII. 1"" 1 d' f h ." d n.' f h a It ¢ T. U. lhea, an ,0 t e manners an CUlloms 0 t e 
P~'.T I. earlieR: times; for the improvement of chrono-
, logy, and the other branches of literature. In 

iJ,1l there parts of philology and Belles Lettres, the 
religious Order, now under confideration, has 
thone with a difringuifhed lu£lre, and given fpe": 
cimens of their knowledge, difcernment, and in
duChy, that are worthy of being tranfmitted to 
the latcflyofrerity. It would be perhaps d~ffi
cult to affign a reafon for that vifible decline of 
learning among the Jefuits, that commenced pre
cifely at that very period when the BenediCtines 
began to make this eminent figure in the repub
lic of letters. The fact, however, is undeniable; 
.. nd the Jefuits have long been at a lofs to pro
duce anyone or more of their members who are 
qualified to difpute the pre-eminence, or even to 
claim an equality, with the Benedic.Unes. The 
latter frill continue to Chine in the various branches 
of philology, and, almofi every year, enrich the 
literary world with produCtions that furnifu abun
dant proofs of their learning and indufiry; 
whereas, if we except a fingle work, publifhed by 
the Jefuits of Antu,,'rp, m~ny years have paffed 
fince the fl1llS of LOYOLA have given any fatisfac
tory proof.<; of their boafled learning, or added to 
the mop 0f litcDture any work worthy to be 
c'ompared with the labours of the followers of BE
N~D~CT. 

Thefe learned monks excited the emulation of 
t~e',Pri(:fi.r of the Oratory, whofe efforts to refemble 
,them were far from being deftitute of fuccefs. 
,aeveral members of this latter Order difringuifh-

. ed" themfelvcs by their remarkable proficiency in 
'vatious branches both of facTed and profane lite
:rat'\ilre. This, to mention no O1orc examples, ap .. 
~r.eirs fufficiently from the writings of MORIN, 

rllOl\lASSIN, and SIMON, <\Ild from t~t admirable 
work, 
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work OfCSARLlS DE COINTE, entitled The Ec- C EN 'I". 
c/diojiical Anna/~ oj Fra.ncc• The J'~nftnifis alfo S :;~~'iA 
def~rve a place In the }1{l: of thofe who cultivated P ~ .. T 1. 

letters with indufiry and fuccefs. Many of their 
produCtions abound with erudition, nay feveral 
of them excel both in elegance of ftile and pred-
fion of method; and it may be faid, in general, 
that their writings were eminently ferviceable in 
the inftruCtion of youth, and alfo proper to con-
tribute to the progrcfs of learning among perfons 
of riper years. The writings of thof'e who com-
pofed tbe community of Port-Royal [p], the 
works of TILLEMONT, ARNAUD, NICOLE, PAS-

CAL, and LANCELOT, with many other elegant and 
ufeful produCtions of perfons of this cla[~, were 
undoubtedly an ontament to French literature 
during this century. The other religious locie-
tics, the hirrher and lower orders of the c1erc:y, 

o 9 
had alfo among them men of learning and gemus 
that reflected a luftrc upon the rc!peaive claffes 
to which they belonged. Nor ought this to be 
<l matter of admir:ltion; fince nothing is mpre 
natur~l than that, in an immenfe multitude of 
monks and clergy, all poffeffed of abundant lei
fure for 11 udy, ,md of the beft opportunities of 
improvement, there !hould be forne who, unwil
ling to hide or throwaway {uch a precious talcnt~ 
would employ with fuccc[s this leifurc, and thefe 
opportunities, in the culture of the fciences. It 
is neverthde1s certain, that the eminent men who 
were to be found DeY'.md the limits of the four 

J 

[pJ l!fdfi~;'rJ de Port-Ro_~!111 was a general denomination, 
whic::h Cl!!T'pr.:hc'lucd all the Janfenifi writns, but was however 
applied, in a more coniinnl and particular fenf~, w"thofe :Jail .. 
ft:oifb who p"ffed their days in pious exercifcs and literary pur
fuits in the retreat of Port-Rrryl1!, a manjion fituatcd at a little 
p.iIlance from Parir. It is well known, that fcveral writers of 
fuperior genius, extcnfi,-c learning, and uncommon eloquence, 
re1ided in this fanCtuary of ll;ttt:rti. . 

,Jaffe$ 



,J86 '!The Hu'toaYU tk Ronlifh .~ .. 
c: E N T. clafi"es already mentioned [q], were. few in num • 
• s.~V;~·JL ber, comparatively {peaking,' and tcarcely ex
, .. ~ " T I, ceeded' the lift that any of thefe claffes was able 
~ . to furnifh. 
!!:t' "trhinci.. XXXIII. Hence it comes: that the church of 
,...au ora I 1"1l. f " h h of, tM Ro- Rome can produce a ong llt 0 wnters t at ave 
1ft.Ih.com· or ' " b r d 'd fh" d IIIIIqion. arllen m Its Olom, an acqUIre a mmg an 

permanent reputation, by their learned produc
tions. At the head of the eminent authors which 
we find among the monafiic orders and the regu
lar clergy, mult be 'placed the CardinalsBARo
NlUS andBELLARMINE, who have obtained an im
mortal name in their church, the one by his labo
rious Annalr, and the other by his books of Con. 

troverfy. The other writers that belong to this 
c1afs, are-SERRARlUS-FEVARDENTIUS-POSSr:.

vIN-GRETSER-COMBEFIS-N ATALIS ALEXAN

DER-BECAN-SIRMOND-PETAU-POUSSINES

CELLOT--CAUSSI~-·Mol(IN--REN AUD--FRA

PAOLO-PALLAVICI~I--LABBE--MAIMDURG
THOMASSIN--SFONVRAT--AoUIP.R E--HENR Y 

NORIS--D'AcfHny-MADILLON--HARDOVIN 
-Sn,lON-RuINART-MoNTFAucoN--GALLoNI 

-SCACCHI-CORNELIUS A LAPIDE--BoNFRERe 

,-MENARD-SEOUENOT--BERNARD-LAMY

BOLLAND--H ENSCH!:N-P APEBRocH--and 
others. 

The principal among thefecularclergy, who are 
neither bound by vows, nor attached to any pe
culiar community and rules of difcipline, were
PERRON-ESTIUS-LAUNOy-ALBASPINJEUS

PETRUS DE MARCA-RrCHLIEv-HoLSTENIVS

BAI.UZE-BoNA-HuET-BoSSUET-FENELON
GODEAU-. TlLLEMONT--THIERS--DI1 PIN-. 

LIO ALLATIUS-ZACCAONl-COTELIER-FlLE .. 

~c Jcfuits, BenediCtines, Pridls of the Oratory, and 

SAC 



CHA~~Y:(". ~'O~:V tbe'Romlih CHmtCU. I', 
SAC-VI9C()"Ni'I~&C. [7:"]. Thi,slift might be c :£ N 'I/;. 

confid8rably augmented by addmg· to it thofe xvu. ' 
h SECT.I, 

writers among. t e laity who diftinguiThed them. P J\. .. 'd. 
Jelves by their th~ological or literaty productions. "T 

XXXIV. If we take an ,accurate view of the The doe-

f Il f h R .,.,.:n.: h h trine of the religious y em 0 t e OU.,.1 c· urc during this church nf 

century, both with refpect to articles of faith and ~.:~ ~~~~_ 
rules of praCtice, we fhall find that, inIlead of be. 'upt 'han ill 
., d b b' b h r h the pr.ced. mg ImprOVe y emg roug t ,omew at nearer in& ,,{;t~ 

to that perfea model of doctrine and morals that 
1S exhibited to liS in the Holy Scriptures, it had 
,ontratted new degrees of corruption and dege-
neracy in moIl places, partly by the negligence 
()f the Roman pautifs, and partly by the danger-
(lUS maxims and influence of the Jefuits. This ill 
not only the obfervation of thole who have re", 
I:DunceJ the Romifh communion, and ill the clef. 
potic ftyle of that church are called heretics; . it is 
rhc complaint of the wireR and worthiefi p:ut of 
that communion, of all its members who have a 
:,.;,~al for the advancement of true Chriftian know. 
LG[.!;c and genuine piety. 

As to the do{lrinal part (if the Romifh religion, 
it. is bid, and not wlthout found<ttion, to have fuf
fcn.:d c;trcmcly in the hands of thc Jefuits, who, 
under the connivanc~, nay fometimcs by the im. 
mediate afljfbncc of the Roman pontifs,' have 
perverted and corrupted fuch of the fundamental 
doClrincs of Chriilianity as \vere left entire by the 
council of Trent. There an: not wanting proofs 
fuflicient to fupport this charge; inafmuch as thefe 
fubtile and infidious fathers have lJlanifefl:Jy en· 
deayoured to diminifh thc authority and impor
tance of the Holy Scriptures, have extolled the 
power of human nature, changed the fentiments 

[rJ For a particular account of the refpdlive merit of the 
wrilers here m~ntioned, fee. among oth('T literary hifwnau6" 
~T.J POI'S flifloire dN Ecrivail1s £cc,'jirjliquc.r, tom. xvii. xviii. 
SIlt. 



i88 fie HT8T0llvo/theItomiflt c.ttlteI-t. 

~ E.f' T. of' many with refpefl to the necefiityalld ,efficacy 
~?'c ~~·II. of divine grace, reprefented the mediation and 
'~"'T I. fufferingsof CHRIST as lefs powerful and merito

It rious than they are {aid to be in the {acred writ-
ings, turned the Rpman pontiff into a terreIhial 
Deity, and put him alinon upon an equal footing 
with the Divine Saviour; and, finally, rendered, 
as far as in them lies, the truth of the Chriflian 
religion dubious, by their fallacious reafonings, 
and their fubtile but pernicious fophiftry. The 
teflimonies brought to fupport thefe accufations 
by men of weight and merit, particularly among 
the Janfcnifts, are of very great authority, and it 
is extrnnely difficult to refufe our arrent to them, 
when they are impartially examined; but, on the 
uther hand, it may be eafily proved, that the Je
{uits, infiead of inventing thefe perniciolls doc
trines,' did no morc, in reality, than propa~ate 
them as they found them in that ancient form of 
the Romifh religion that preceded the Refurma
.lion, and was dirceHy calculated to raife the au
thority of the Pope, and the power and preroga
tives of the RomiIh church to tire very high eft 
pJtch of defpotic grandeur. To inculcate this 
form of dodrint: w;)s the direct vocation of the 
Jefuits, who were to deriyc all their credit, opu
lence, and infiuencC.', from their being confidered 
as the main fupport of the papacy, and the pecu
liar favourites of the Roman pontifs. If the ul
timate end and purpofe of theie ponlifs were to 
Tender the church more pure and holy, and to 
bring it as near as poffible to the refemblance of 
its Divine Founder, and if this w(~re the com· 
miffion they give to their favourite emifiaries and 
duaors, then the .r efuits would be at liberty 
to preach a very different doCtrine from what they 
now. inculcate. But that liberty cannot be grant-, 
ed to ~hem as long as their principal orders from 
the papal throne are, to ufe all their diligence an"-

induftry. 
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indullry, to the end that the pontifs may' hold C l! N T. 

h . ed d xv,.' what they ave acqulr ,an recover what they S!C 'r:u. 
have loft; and that the bifhops and miniflers of P A& TI
the Romifh church may daily fee" their opulence 
increafe, and the limits of their authority extend-
ed and enlarged. The chief crime then of the 
Jefuits is really this, that they have explained, 
with more openl1efs and perfpicuity, thofe points 
which the leading managers in the council of 
Trent had either entirely omitted, or flightly men-
tioned, that they might not {hock the friends of 
true religion, who compofed a part of that fa-
mous affembly. And here we fee the true rea-
fan why the Roman pontifs, notwithftanding the 
ardent folicitations and remonftranccs that have 
been employed to arm their juft feverity againIl: 
the Jefuits, have always maintained that artful 
Order, and have been fo deaf to the accufations 
of their adverfaries, that no entreaties have been 
able to perfuade them to condemn their religious 
principles ;md tenets, however erroneous in their -
Be.ture, and pernicious in their dlcCts. On the 
cnntrary, the court of Rome has always oppofed, 
either in a public or clande!tinc manner, all the 
Yigorous meai'urcs that have been ufcd to procure 
the condemnation and fupprefiion of the dothine 
of the Loyolites ,. and the Roman pontifs have COIl-

fl:antly treatcJ all fuch attempts as the proje8:s of 
rafh and imprudent men, who, through involun-
tary ignorance or obftinate prejudice, were blind 
to the true intcrdt of the church. 

XXXV. In the fpherc of morals, the Jefuits 
made ftill more dreadful and atrocious inroads 
th,m in that of religion. Did we affirm, that they 
have pen'crted and corrupted almoft all tpe vari
ous branches anti precepts of morality, we fhould 
.llot exprefs fufficiently the pernicious tendency 
of their maxims. \1\' ere :we to go !tiIl further ~ 
:.lIlU maintain, that they have rapped and ddtroy~d 

us 

The (01111 .. 
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the J.r .. i<to 



e ~V~f?' its very foun~atfons, we fh~ld maintaIn no m<?re 
8 E CT. n. than what Inrtumerable writers of the Roml£h 
P A It T I. church abundantly tefiify, and what many of the 

molt iIlufirious communities of that church pub
licly lament. Thofe who bring this dreadful 
charge againl1 the fons of LOYOLA, have taken 
abundant precautions to vindicate themfelves 
againft the reproach of calumny in this matter. 
They have publifhed feveral maxims, inconfifient 
with all regard for virtue and even decency, which 
they have drawn from the moral writings of that 
Order, and more efpecially from the numerous 
produc1iGns of its Ccyuijt.r. They obferve, more 
particularly, that the whole fociety adopts and in
culcates the foHowing maxims: 

" That· perfons truly wicked, an~ void if the 
" love of God, may expeCt to obtain eternal life in 
" heaven, provided that they be imprefled with a 
" fear of the Divine anger, and avoid all heinous 
~, and enormous crimes through the dread of jit/ure 
c, pun~fbment: 

" That thofe perfons may tran(grefs 'wilb la/cty, 
~, who have a probable reofon for tranfgreffing, i. c. 
c, any plaufible argument or authority in favour 
" of the fin they arc inclined to commit [.r ] ~ 

rr;- [s ] This is one of the moll corrupt and moll dangerous 
maKims of the j.JUit5. On the olle hand, they have among 
them doctors of ditrcrcnt c,haraClers and different principles, 
that thus they may Tcnder their focicty recommendable in the 
«yes of all forts .of ·.pcrfon" the licclllious as well as the aulten:. 
On the ot!ier, they maintain, that an opiniDl/ or j'rai:7icl', re
commemlf<j by any olle dodor, becomes thereby jJrobab/e, as 
it is. not to be fuppof"dthat a learned divine w"ufd adopt an 
opinion, or r~c(jmmend a practice, in favour of which no con
fidcrable n.:afon could be allegcd.-But here lies the poifon: 
this pro5aU,' opinion or prdtticc may b(l followed, fay the Je
fnitA; e'en when th..: -contrary is Rill more prfJbabl," nay, whell 
it is/liN, becau[c, though llu~ man err, he errs under the au
t~onty of ;In eminent dottor. Thus ESCOBAR. affirms, that a 
judge may d~cidt: ill favour of that fide of a queftion that iii 
the leaf\: prpb:lble, and even ag-dinft his own opiDion, if he 
be fUPPOI1~d by any tolerable allthority. SCI: LrtJrCl Pro'DiR
ci4k.r., Ldter Yui. 

" That 
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" ThatJ¢a
t
,' aiolns di~t:infilcally e-q,il. abnd. direfrl,Y C ::~. T. 

"contrary fJ t 'Je 1'Vlne aws, may e mnocent:y SECT. t(. 
" performed, by thofe who have fa much power 1> A a T'l. 

" over their own minds, as to join, even ideally, 
" a good end to this wicked aEfion, or (to fpeak in 
" the fiile of the Jefuits) who are capable of di .. 
" reEfing their attention aright [tJ. 

" That philofophical jin is of a very light and 
" trivial nature, and does not deferve the pains of 
" hell :"-(By pbilofopbical fin the Jefuits mean 
an aElion contrary to the diEfates of nature and right 
re%n, done by a perfon who IS iQnorant of the 
written law of God, or doubtful Lu J of its true 
meaning.) 

a [tJ For example, an ecc1eliaftic WilO buys a benefice, ill 
order to dire{1 hi" inJmtion arigbt, mult, by a powerful act of 
abfiraction, turn away his thoughts from the crime of jimrJny. 
which he is committing, to fome lawful purp()f~, fuch as that 
of acquiring an ample fub{iftence, or that uf doing good by 
inHrllc:tillg the ignorant. Thos again, a man who rurfs hi!! 
neighbour through the body in a duel, on account of a trivial 
affront, to render his action lawful, has only to tUn! hiB 
thoughts from the principle of vengl:.mc(: to the mor~ decent 
]lrinciple of honour; and the murdt:r he commits \\ilI, by th.: 
magic power of Jefuitical morality, be cunverted into an in ... 
noccnt action. There is no crime, 110 enormity, to which this 
abominable maxim may not be extended. A famo/II :Jifuit 
l'as JcclarfJ, that a Jon may wflb for the death of lis flltbeT. ana 
tv,.,. rtjoice at it when it arrrva, pro'Uicled tbat his ""fIlJ does 1It1t 
a rife from any perJoTlal haired, but only from a drfire of t~e pat";. 
JflrJllJ which Ibis 'death wjll procure him. See GASPARD Ht11. 

TADO, De rub. pectot. diff. 9. quoted by DUNA, p. 5. tr. l4. 
R. 99. and another has had the effrontery to maintain. that a 
monk or ecclefmftic may lawfully affa.lfinate a calumniator, 
who threatens laying fcandalouB crimes to th~harg-e of their 
community, when there is no otller·:way of hindering him to 
.:xecute his purpofe. See the worb of I'ather L' AMY, tom. 
v. difp. 36. n. nS. 

[ u] It would be perhape more accmate to define the Pbilo~ 
jopIHco/..fin of the Jefuit8 to be an aeiou crmtrary to right rUlrll1l • 
• whi&h is dMt ,'" a Petion who is either abfolulely ignorant of God, 
OF Jon nrll tbird cf bini during the timt: tbi. allion i. fi1Jmmille4. 

, :l.~ 

" That 



~he HJSTQi.Vfj tlJe· Ronu~t;~v.~ 
C E N T, U ,That .the tr~nfgrefiions comnuttcrBby a pt!' • 
. XVII,U " fon blinded' by the fedutlion of fun, agitated 
S~A.C.T~I: "by th~ impulfe of tumultuous pallons, and def. 

,~ tit ute of all fenfe and impreffion of religion, 
" however deteftable and heinous they may be 
" in themfelves, are not imputable to the tran(.. 
IC greiror before the tribunal of God; and that 
" fuch tranfgreffions may often be as involunta~y 
" as the aCtions of a madman: 

" That the perfon who takes an oath, or en
" ters into a contraCt, may, 'to elude the force of 
" the one, and the obligation of the other, add 
" to the form of words that exprefs them, eer
ce tain mental additions and tacit refervations." 

Thefe, and other enormities of a like na
ture [w], are [aid to make an effential part of the 
. ". . [yftem 

['III J The books that have been written to expofe and re
fute the corrupt and enonnous maxims of the Jefuits, would 
make an ample library, were they collected together. Dut no
thing of this kind is equal to the learned, ingenious and humor
ous work of the famolls PASCAL, entitled, Le Provinciala, ou 
Lettres ecrites Jar LouIS DE MONTA I.TE Ii un Provincial de fir 
4mis et QUX :tifuite; fur fa Moral~ t:lla Politique de cu P;"u. 
This.cxquifite production is accompanied, in fome editions "f 
it, with thc learned and judicious obfervations of NICOLE, 

who, under the fictitious name of GUILLAUME WENDEROCK, 

bas fully dcmonflrated the truth of thofe fatts which PASCAL 

had advanced, without 9,uoting his authorities, and has placed 
in a full and ftriking light. Ieveral interefling circumftancell 
which ~at.great man had treated with, perhaps, too much bre
vity. "fhefe Letlm, which did the Jefuits more real mifchief 
than either the indignation of fovereign princes, or any other 
c,Iamity that had heretofore fallen upon their Order, were 
tranOatedintoLat,in by RACHELlUS. On the other hand, the 
fODS of LOYOLl", fenfibly affcB:ed and alarmed by this fonnid. 
able. attack upon their reput:\tion, left no means unemployed 
to defend themfelves againff fuch a refpedable advcrfary. 
They fellt forth theil abIeft champi.ons to defend their caufc, 
or at leaR to cover them fromfhame; among which cham· 
plOIlS the fubue! and eloquent Father DANIllL, thecclcbrate4 
author of the Hinery of F~arice, {hone forth' with a fup~rior 
Juftre.;llnd, as if they thought it unfafe to truft to the powetJ 
.~ellt and the force o( ~lJcnce alone, they ~ied 

19 th vet 



CH'AJQi;U .~~it:ffi'f,Q&:or (jf:. (be KOnUfbrrHUtCH', .,' ~ ... 
(yRem. ~':J'noraIity in~~1cated 
And they'" were, complalI~ed . of, 

by the Jefuits .. 
in the ftrongeft 

remonftrc:Ulces, 

themfelves fQr help to the feculai arm; and had credit enough 
to obtain a fentence againft the Pnrvincialu, bi which tht,y 
were condemned to' be burnt publicly at Paris. See DANIEL'S' 

Opuftules, vol. i. p. 363 .. This author, howev~r,. ac':nuw
kdgcs, that the b'Tcateit part of the anfwers which the Jefuiu 
oppofcd to the performance of PASCA'L were weak and ul,1fatif
factory. Cer'lain it is, that (whether it was owiug to the 
Hrcllgth of argument, or to the elegant wit and ll1l1110ur that 
reigned in them) the Pro'Villcial Letters luft not tilt' fmallctt 
portion of their credit and reputation by all the an{wcr~ that 
were made to them, but continued to pafs tbrou~h a nriety 
of editions, which could fcarcely be primed off "nth rapidity" 
fufficient to fatisfy the defircs of the public. 

Another fevere attack was lll<\dc upon the Jcrui:~, in a book 
inferior to PASCAL'S in point of wit and genteel p!eu[;mhy. 
but fuperior to it in point of evidence, lince it abounds with 
pa{fages and tdlimomes, which are d;'awn from the moil ap· 
plauded writings of the ]duits, and demonlhatc fully ttl<' WI"

ruption and enormity of the moral rules and maxims inculcat
ed by that famous Order. Tlu~ book, wh,ich w"'< pu],UhcJ 
at Mons, in three volumes '8,0, in the year 1702, h(~ar~ tile 
fllilowin~ titl~: f:a, Morale tics .7:'~jitrs, e.;trait;, fr,Qmlmf de 
Ifur! Livre!, Imprlmee avec la ptrmijJlOn et I apP/'oZe/IION des /u-' 
prric'urs de leur Compagr/if, par 1m Dol'leur de Sorborme. The au-, 
dlor was PERRA ULT (fon of CHAR LES PERRA U LT, who hegan 
the famous controverfy in Frallce concerning the rcfpeC'ti,'e 
muit of the ancients and moderns)" a'nd his book mel with· 
the fame fate with the Provincials of PASCAL; for it wa~ 
humt at Pari! in the year 1670, at tho:: rcqudl of the Jefuits.' 
~;,e the Opuftulc! du P. DANIEL, tom. i. P.356. Nor indeed 
i, it at all furprifing, that the Jcfllits cx~rted. .all their zeaf 
againll this comrilation, which exhibited, in one fhockin~ 
Jwint of view, al that had been complained of and, ct'u[urea 
11l their maxims and. inftitutions, an.i unfolded the ~hulc my(
tery of their iniquity. 

It has been alfo laid to the charge of the Jcfuhs, that they 
reduced thcir pt'nlicious maxims to prattiec, efpecially in the 
rLlnoter parts of the world. This the famou~ ARI.:A-i.1LD, to
gtther with fome of his Jan[cnilt brctllren, have uIlllcrtakcn 
to prove, ill ~hat laboriOl,ls and.,eele~ra~ed work, entitl.:d, !,~ 
Mnrale Praflljue des jifUltcr. In thIS Important work, w!llcn 
c.onfifts of eight volumes in 8vo, and of which 'a fecund ~di
t\4,)14. ":,as publifhed ,at Amjlcrdam. ~n ,. die, year, 1. 7 ~7. there. IS ,a 
multitude. of authentic relations, doc~mcnt8J tiACtB" and' telh,,; 
monies, employed to demonllratc: the criminal conJu.:1 ~l1d 

Voc.. V. • pl'achca 

C!NT, 
XVII. ' 

S E n.tt": 
PAR l' J. 
---. ............. 



194 'Ehe m~TPtl.T ,~t~,JlO#dIi:~adil 
C EN T. remonftrances, not only by ~the DOminicans ant{ 
SE~V~~IJ; Janfenifts, but alfo by the mofi; eminent theolQol, 
;i',U',T I. gical dofrors .of Paris, Poitiers-i Louvain, and 
.t . other. ,academical Cities, who expre1Ted their abo 

~orrencc of them in fuch a public al'Hl {olemn 
~anner, that the Roman pantif neither thought 
it fafe nor honourable to keep filence on that 
head. Accordingly a part of thefe moral maxims 
were condemned, in the year 1659, by pope 
ALEXANDER VII., in a public ediCt; and, in the 
year 1690, the article relating to philofapbical /in 
met with the fame fate, under the p.ontificate of 
ALEXANDER VllI. [x].. It was but natural to 
think, that, if the Order of Jefuits did not ex· 
pire under the terrible blows it received from 
fuch a formiUable lift of adverfaries, yet their 
fyftem of morals mufr at leaft have been fupreff. 
cd and their peftilential maxims banifhed from 
the fchools. 'This is the leaft that could have 
been expeaed from the complaints and reman· 
ftrances of the clerical and monaftic Orders, and 
the . damna tory bulls of the Roman pontifs. 
And yet, if we may credit the tefiimonies of 

pl'8aices of the Jefuits. For an amr1e account of the jefuiti
cal doRrine concerning Pbilofopbica Sin, and the di/fentiontl 
and cantroverfiee it occafione:d, fee JACOBI 1:1 Y ACI NTH 1 

aUll.Y " Adde:nJD ad HjflrJf'. Congrrgationum tk AullCi/iis, p. liz; 
lII1!HQ hie 4u&rilml, P.289. 

(x) There is a conafe and accurate account of the contefts 
an&' cRvificmll, to which the morality of the Jefuit$ gave rife 
,tit FrlUlte'ltnd in other places, in a work, entitled, Catechijml 
liiflwiflW « JJognu.tiljlle fur lu COnidia/ions qui divifmt mai,,· 
fnumt J' Eglife, publi1hed in the year 1730, fee tom. ii. p. 26. 
-}t 'is very rt:markable, that the two papal bulla of A1.E x. 
AW1)1Il VII. and VII!., againit the Jefuits, are not to be found 
in the Bill/anum Pontificum; but the: JanfenilU and Dqmini
~ who an: careful in perpetuating whatever may tend tit 
the dilhonour of the Jefuits,ave preferved them indnfiriodl 
&olt1oblinaa. 



CHAP41;;~~B~\l"ftft71f!RoIfIiibCaullCH. 't" 
rowy leirnl!d'an4 pioU$ men in the communion c ! It.,., 
of /?-ome, ~eIi this effOCl was not'produced; and SF.~v:.r·n,. 
the remonftran~esof the monks, the complaints PAR T If" 
of the clergy, and the bul1s of the popes, rather .. sO 

ferved to refl:rain, in a certain meafure, the en. 
ormous licentioufnefs, that had reigned amonO" 
the writers of this corrupt Order, than to puri{y 
the feminaries of infrruClion from the contagion of 
their diffolute maxims.-AIter what has been ob. 
ferved in relation to the moral fyftem ohhe Je-
fuits, it will not be difficult to affign a rcafon 
for the remarkable propenfity that is difcovt:red 
by kings; princes, the nobility, ,md gentry of 
both [exes, and an innumerable multitude of per-
fons of all ranks and conditions, to commit their 
confcicnces to the direCtion, and their fouls to 
the ('arc, of the brethren of tbis fociety. It is, no 
doubt, highly convenicnt for perfcills, who do 
not pretend to a rigid ohferv:mce of the dutics of 
religion and morJ.lity, to have fpiritual guide .. , 
who diminiili the guilt of tranfgrdIiol1, difguife 
the deformity of vice, let loofc the reins to all 
the paffions, nay, even nourilh thcm by their dif", 
jOlnte precept$, and render the way to heaven as 
eary, as agrec3.ble, and fmooth as is poffible [y J. 

What has here been f:.lid concerning the erro
neous maxims and corrupt praCtices of the JcfuitJ 
muH, however, be ullderftood with certain tnodi", 
JJcations ~nd rcfiridio1lS. It muft not be ima~ 
gined, that there maxims are adopted, or thefe 
praClices juftified, by all the fons of LOYOLA, 
without exception, or that tfiey arC publicly 
taught and inculcated in all their rehools and te· 
minaries; for this, in reality, is not the cafe. As 
this Order has produced men of learnill~ and ge
nius; fa neither has it been defiitute of men of 
probity and candour; nor would it be a difficult 

a [y] Til" lranOator has here inferted into the text the 
&!lotI: (? J of the; Qriginal. . 

02· taik 



'1~1l~,ne ~IST~";("V t~' Jtnmidffl~n~, 
."'C 1£., T. tatlt to compile from ,the VlJitings of ~ 'Jefuilg a 
S&~ili. muthmore juft and propUTeprefentation of the 
P"}'T 1. duties of .religion and th~obligati~ns of morality, 
.... than that hideous and unfeemly exhibition of 

both, which PASCAL and his followers have drawn 
from the jefuitical Cafuijis, Summijis, and Moralifls. 
Thofe who cenfure the Jefuits in general, muft, 
if their cenfures be well founded, have the fol
lowing circumftances in view: Firjl, That' the 
rulers of that fociety not only fuffer feveraI of 
their members to propagate publicly impious opi
nions and corrupt maxims, but even go fo far as 
to fet the feal of their approbation to the books 
in which thefe.opinions and maxims are contain
ed [z J: Secondly, That the fyfl:em of rdigion and 
morality that is taught in the greateft part of 
their feminaries is fo loofe, vague, and ilI-digeft. 
ed, that it not only may be eafily perverted to 
baJ pUl"pofes and erroneous conclufions, but even 
fecms peculiarly JufCl'ptible of fuch abufe: and 
lafl:ly, that the feleCt few, who are initiated into 
the grand myJleries of the fociety, and fet apart to 
tranfaB: its affairs, to carryon its projeB:s, to ex
ert their political talents in the clofet of the mi. 
niiler, or in the cabinet of the prince, commonly 
.make ute of the dangerous and pernicious maxims 
that arc complained of, to augment the 'authority 
and opulence of their Ord~r. The candor and 
impartiality that become an hiftorian oblige us to 
eeknowledge, at the fame time, that, in uemon
{hating the.. turpitude and enormity of certain 
maxims and opinions of the J~[uits, their adver

"fttties have gOlle, too far, and permitted their elo-
quence and zeal to Tun into exaggeration. This 

<Cr [z] This j& no doubt true. The Jefuits, as has' been 
pbfervw above, note [sJ, have doctors of all forts and uzes; 
"'~d this, indeed, is Ile<!eifary. in order to the dlablifhmt!llt 
9; that univerfal empire at which they aim. Sec Ldtrtl Prflo 
9indtilu, let: v. p. 6l. dixilrr:r rtE:. d, Colc:r.r. 1669. 
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we niigbtfh.:w,· 'With the fulleft. evidence,' by ex. C E IIT.T. 

amples deduced. from the doctrines of probability XVII. 

d I ~r. " d he' " h SECT. II. an menta r'!tef"Vallon, an t ImputatIOns t at P A" or 1, 
have been made to the Jefuits on there heads; 
but this would lead us too far from the thread of 
our hiftory. We {hall only obferve, that what 
happens frequendy in every kind of controverfv, 
happened here in a fingular manner; I mea~, 
that the Jefuits were charged with tenets, which 
had been drawn conJequentially from their doCtrine, 
bv their accufers, without their conrcnt ;-that 
dicir phrafes and terms were not always inter-
preted accotding to the precife meaning they an-
nexed to them ;-and that the tcndency :Jf their 
fyfl:em was reprefented in 100 partial and unequi-
table a light. 

XXXVI. The Holy Scriptures did not acquire The/h.tea' 

d f bl" fi n. d h' Exe~euc any new egrees 0 pu IC re pell an aut onty the(llo~y.ar 

under the pbntifs of this century. It can be Ih"l",?v.r~(. made on tho 

Proved, on the contrary, by the moll: authentic iete.rpreta. 

h h "f" R II"n and.xrecords, t at t e votarIes 0 ome, and more p0fiti(ln of 

efpecially the Jefuits, employed all their dexte. Icnpturc:. 

rity and art, either to prevent the word of God 
from falling into the hands of the people, or at 
leafl to have it explained in a manner confiftent 
with the intereI~, grandeur, and pretenlions of 
the church. In France and in the Low Coun/riCl 
there arore, indeed, feveral commentators and 
critics, who were very far from b~ing defiitute 
of knowledge and erudition ;"but it may. never-
thelefs be faid concerning them, th~lnll:ead of' 
illufl:rating and explaining the divine ()racles, th~y 
rendered them more obfCure, by blending their 
own crude inventions with the diCtates 'of celefl:ial 
~ifdom. This is chargeable even upon the Jan-
fenifts, who, though fuperior to the other Roman. 
C!atholic expofitors in moil: refpeCts, yet fell into 
that abfurd method of disfigurilJg the pure word 
gf Go~ by. far-fetched allufions, myttic int~r .. 

o j Fretations. 
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C'i¥~:~' pret~tions~ and frigid all.ego~ies, comp*~tr0iti 
S.iCT .. II. th,e . revenes of the anCIent fathers [a J. Hete~ 
i1.~\ T' J. nevc:rtbelefs, a{l excep60n is to be ma.de in 

or Didac
tic, MOTOI, 
.... d Pole· 
lJIic Th<o-
Jggy. 

favour of PASQ!JJER ~ENEL,.a priefl: of the 
Qratory, whofe edition of the New T q/tamerzt, ac. 
companied with pious meditations and remarks, 
made fucb a prodigious noife in the theological 
'World [b], and even in our time has continued 
to furnifu matter of warm and violent contef1:, 
and to fplit the Roman catholic doCtors into par-
des and fa8:ion$ [c J. 

XX XVII .. The greatefi: part of the public 
iehools retained that dry, intricate, and captious 
method of teaching theology, that had prevailed 
in the ages of b~~rb~rifm and darkncfs, and was 

[~J The rrllder ,dU find a {hiking tJl:ample of this in the 
weU-know". Bib~ of ISAAC' LE MAITRE,· commonly called 
~ACY, which contains all tht' crude and extravagant fancies 
GIld ';:Uegc~i~s, with whidl the ancient dO<'tor~ obfcarca lh ... 
beautiful fnnplicity pi tht ;Iply Scriptures, and r~I)dered their 
deardl. exprdllons il1tric?te and myit!'ri('U3. 

((j- [hJ Thpt is, in the Roman.cat}lolic part of the then
lrtl;j'ical world. _ Ne\'er perhaps did any thing lhcw, in a more 
flnking luanner, tht: bliild zeal of factio!) than the hard treat
~Dt-this book met ,vith. RENAUDOT, a very lc,lnlCd French 
l'.bbot, who rdided fome t\mt: at Rom~ during tht: pontificate 
of CL~MENT XI., went one day to vifit t}lat pontif, \',-ho "n~ 
B. patron of leaIIled men, and foul!d tlim reading ~ENEL'S 
Bihle. On the abbot's entering the chamber, the pope ac
~(Jfied him tllU~; Here is an admirable bool.:! lYe ha't'c nobody 01 

Rome capoNe /if 'Writitlg in this 7/lf/n7lt:r, I 'Would be glad !l I 
,fJfiid tllgagr ~ ~thrJr of it to ,-ifide here.-The very fame pope 
.that proDOuneit~pi& cncollli!l-m on ~ENEL'S bouk, cOlldcIDll
ed itpll~liclf'lfterwards._ and ~mployed all his authority ~? 
f~ppre1s It, See VOLTAIRE, Stlde de LO\TIS XIV., ,,01. II. 

J'-29~. Rtf;l. & n"t:j&, 1753. 
_ (c ] The firii paJ1 of tllis work, which ~ontaim n/:fol'V)/liions 

on the four Gofpds. was puhliibed in tpe yellr 1 ()71 ; and as 
it .'1'"38 received with u:livcrfat apl'laufc, tl-.> t'l";'.,uqgfd the 
author, not only to revill' and IIngment it, Ul!t ,llfoto enlarrre 
his plan. and compurt: O~frl .. "ati()ns on the other Puok~ of the. 
~w.. Tt'Hamellt. Ike Cal£ .. hijrr« Hj/lor;,]u; Jur In C01Itrjla.iW{U
,k. l'Eglifl, .tom. i;. p. 150~-C>I. ESU,H. WIII.MANNI 

Hif/o;", Ee,.-ftj. Srec, xvii. p. Stl8, 
adapted 



b.A.~"t;;".~ t' '.- l.6t1Ufh CHukeR.- 1ft 
_pled to" ~ ~ ;fuch. as were ~dowe4 with C i N t 
, :fiberal. tura Of mUul Th,ere w:as n? . poffibility S t c"':lt 
of ordenng matters fo, ~s that DldaBIe or BibliCilI p u 'Tt. 
theology, which is Juppofed to ,arrange and .i1lu- -
flrate the truths of religion by the diCl:ates of Ho-
ly Scripture, fhouid be placed upon the fame 
footing, and held in the fame honour, with fcl"ota-
flie divinity, which had its fource in the meta-
phyfical vifions of the peripatetic phi 1 ofoph y. 
Even the ediCts of the pontifs were infufficient'to 
bring this about. In the greateft part of the 
univerfities, the fclJolaflic doCtors domineered, and 
were conftantly molefting and infulting the Bibli. 
£0/ divines, who, generally fpeaking, were little 
ikilled in the captious arts Qf fophiftry and di ... 
leaical chicane. It is neverthelefs to be obferved, 
that many of the French doctors, and more efpe~ 
cially the Janfenifis, explained the principal doc
trines and dutie~ of Chriflianity in a ftyle ~nd 
manner that were at leaft recommendable on ac. 
count of their elegance aM p.erfpicuity; and in
deed it may be affirmed, that almon all the theo
logical or moral treatifes of this age, that were 
compofed with any tolerable degree of fimpUcity 
and good fenfe, had the doClors of Port-Royal or 
the }'rench priefl:s of the oratory, for their au
thors. We have already taken notice of the 
changes that were introduced, during this cen
tury, into the method of carrying on theolog~cal 
controverfy. The German, Belgic, and F'rench 
divines, being at length convinced, bY' a difagree
able experience, that 'their captious, incoherent, 
and uncharitable manner of difputing, exafpe
rated thofe who differed from them in their reli. 
gious fentiments, and confirmed them in their 
refpeCtive fyftems, inll:ead of convltrting them; 
.and perceiving, moreover, that the arguments in 
\Vhich they had formerly placed their principd 
confidc;nce, proved feeble and infuffident to make 

, 0 ... . the 



... " f'h, aJ~"'" ',J,:t11f '~~~ 
t 'E ':N, T. the leaR: impl'effion:j fo\lnd it ~ffary.~loQlt 'out 
g.1X;::~·lJ~ for new and '1l10;re fpeciQus methods of.atta,*sul 
PVT I. defence. 
~he ,coli- 'X.x.XVIII. The Romifu church has, not .. 
,teas th~t ~ withftanding its boafied uniformity of doEhin.e, 
arore un6c< be' 1 a' 'd d b l' d f the ponrifi- en, a ways 1V1 e y a IDn t1tll e 0 contro., 
c~:tO~;if.· verfies. Lt wouM be cndlefS .to enumerate the 
:;~t\Veenthe difputes that have arifen between the feminaries 

dum and fl' d h . it h h - di'd d . omiloj~alls.P earmng, an t e conte stat ave. VI C 

~:~r~~~: the monaltic Orders. The greateft part of thefe, 
Rrac~.· as being of little moment, we fuall pais over in 

rfilence; for they have been treated with indiffer. 
ence and neglect by the popes, who never too~ 
notice .of them but when they grew violent and 
noify, and rhen fuppreffed them with an irnper~
pus.n'od, that impofed filence upon the contending 
parties. Befides, thefe lefs momentous c.ontro
l'erfics, w~ich it win never be impofiible entirely 
toextinguifh, arc not of fuch a nature as to af. 
fect the chu.rch in its fun.damental principles, to 
endanger its confritution, or to hurt its in1erefl:s~ 
It will, therefore, be fufficient to give a brief ac
count of thofe dehates, that, by their fuperior 
imPQrtance and their various connecti.ons and de
penden.ciC:$, may be faid to have affected the 
~hurch in general, and to ha.ve threa~eJletl h with 
~larmil1g changes and revolutions. , 

.4nd bere the firft place is natura.lly due to thofe 
famous debates that were (:arried on between the 

_1efuits apd Dominican,r, concerning tbr: nature and 
~ccdfity of Dwi?u Grace; the de~ifion pf which 
1mport~nt point had, towards the ~onclufion of 
the preceding century, been committed by CV:~ 
NENT, VUI. to a {elea aflembly of learned divin~s. 
:~hefe arbiters, after having ~mployed fever.al 
j(mr$ in deliberating' llpoP. thi$ nice and,ritical 
,Nbjecr, and ip. examining the arguments of 'th~ 
~ontending panies, ·ituimated, plainly enough, 
to the pontif, tllat the ~~ntlIQents of th~ D9,~i' 

. ciaru. 
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nicans, coneerpiftg' Gfa~, Predejlinotirm, HUI~lan C E N '1\ 

Mberty, alf~ Original ~in, . were more confonnable s F.xcv~~·n. 
to the do8:rme of fcnpture and the decifions of (> J\ II r 1..' 

the ancient fathers than the opinions of MOLINA~ , 

which were patwnifed by the Jefuits. They ob-
ferved, more efpecially, . that the former leaned 
towards the tenets of AUGUSTINE; while the.lat-
ter bore a {hiking refemblance of the Pelagian 
herefy. In confequence of this declaration, CLll-

JilENT reemed refolved to pars condemnation 011 

the Jefuits, and to determine the cOlltroverfy in 
favour of the Dominicans. Things were in this 
{tate in the year 1601, when the .lcfuits, alarmed 
at the dangers that threatened them, befd the old 
pontif night and. day, and fo importuned him 
with entreaties, menaces, arguments, and com-
plaints, that, in the year 1602, he confented to 
re-examine this intri<:ate controvcr[ y, and under-
took himfelf the critical tafk of principal arbitra-
tor therein. ,For this purpofe, he chofe a coun· 
cil [d] (compofed of fifteen cardinals, nine pro-
fdTors of divinity, and five bi{hops), which, dur-
ing the fpace of three years [e], affembled feven-
ty-eight times, or, to fpeak in the £lyle of Rome, 
held fo many congr{galions. At theie meetings~ 
the pontif he:trd, at one time, the Jefuits aild 
Dominicans difputing in favour of their refpec-
tive fy£lems; and ordered, at another, the aifem-
Lled doUors to weigh their reafons, and exami,ne 
the proofs that were offereu on both fides of this 
difficult queftion. The refult of this examination 
is not known with any degree of certainty; fiJ}ce 
the death of CLEMENT, which happeneu on the 
fourth day of March, in the year 1605, prevent-
,cd his pronouncing a"decifwe fentence. The Do-

r:::r [d] 1ilis council was NOliI'd the Corigreiation de Au,:
iiii-. 

[t'] From the 20th of Match ·J60z, to the ud of Janl1arv: 

J60S' 
minicans 



~o.1 -rbl H1·~a.T·.~ t.it·.CIIDliJa'~ • 
. e ~V~.T. mini~ans .. ~ure u~, that~. ~~he livid, 
'1 C T. II. would have condemned MOl.IN4.. The Jefuits, 
PA.&Tl. on the contrary, maintain,' that he would hal:e 

• i acquitted him publicly'from all charge of herefy 
and error. They alone, who have feen the re
tords of this council, and the journal of its pro
ceedings, are qualified to determine which of the 
two we are to believe; but thefe recorc;ls are kept 

('''"Ii"lIa. 
tion of this 
!:ont. overf y 
under Paul 
V. and its 
iffue. 

with the utmoft feereey at Rome • 
. XXXIX. The proceedings of the congregation 

that had been affembled by CLEMENT were fuf. 
pended, for fome time, by the death of that pan
tif; but they were refumed, in the year 1005, 
by the order of PAUL V., his fucceifor. Their 
deliberations, which were continued from the 
mooth of September, till the month of March in 
the following year, did not turn fo much upon 
the merits of the caufe, which were already fuf. 
nciently examined, as upon the prudent and pro
per method of finilhing the conteft. The great 
queftion now was, whether the well-being of the 
church would admit of the decifion of this con· 
troveriy by a papal bull? and, if fuch a decifion 
Wli\S found advifeable, it frill remained to be confi •. 
dered, in what terms the bull lhould be drawn 
up. All thefe long and folemn deliberations re· 
fembled the delivery of the mountain in the fable, 
and ended in this refolution, that the whole con
troverfy, inllead of being decided, fhould be jup
Ire,ff~d ; and that each of the <contending parties 
1hould have the 'Hbertyof following their refpec
bye' opinions. The Dominicans aift!rt,that the 
two pontifs, together with the congregation of di
waeJ that they employed in the review of this 
~ant eontroverfy, wde entirely perfuaded 
of ,he juflice of their caufe, and of the truth of 
their fyflem; they moreover obferve, that PAULV. 

bad.' exprcfsly olldered a- folemn condemnation of 
the'doCtrine of the Jefuit8 to be drawn up; but ~ 

prevented. 



CrrAP:,,":;';~rw~tl'Y·ff 11k Romi'fh CHURCH. i~3' . 
~evented·:&Om iii .. 1Mng ·and publifhing it ~o the C E Nli, 

world, by the UhhiJipy 'War that 'W'nS kindled about s £y.(,!:.I.1J;. 

that time between him and the Venetians. The P ART r~ 
Jefuits, on the other hand, reprefent thefe ac-
counts of the Dominicans as entirely fiaitious, and 
ciffirm that neither rhe pon.' nor the more judi-
Cious and refpeEtable members of the congregation, 
found any thing in the fentiments of MOLIN A 

that was worthy of cenfure, or flood in much 
need of correction. In a point which is rendered 
t.hus uncertain by contradictory tefiimonies and 
anertions, It is difficult' to determine wh4t we nre 
to believe; it however appear~ extremely proba~ 
hie, that, whatever the private opinion of P,'I.UI. 

V. may have been, he v'ras prevented from pro· 
Douncing a public determination (If this famOuR 
controverfy, by his apprchcnfions of offending 
either the king of Frence, who protecred the .Ie':' 
fuits, or the king of Spain, who warmly main-
tained the cauIe of the Dominic<:ns. It is haher 
probahle, nay almolt c~rtain, tbt, had the pon-
[if bCC;\l independent on all foreign inil Uellee, :llltl 

~~. full liberty to decid~ this knotty point, he 
would have pronounced Oi"i.C of thole amb~~'u()z!s 
iCntences, for which the oracle ,'" ROllie is 10 fa~ 
r.lOm, and would have fo conuuclcd matters as tQ 

fhock neither of the contending parties [fJ. 
XL. The 

[f] Befidell the authors we have above recommended as 
proper to be confulted in relation to thefe COlltdls, fee LE 
C L E P. c, Mcmo;rn pour /eroir lJ /' Hifloire tits contro'IJerjes Jnn& 
l'Eglift RomaillC fIr fa Prt'dd/ination tl fur la Grace, in hi81Jj~ 
/iot/vque IT,'';'l'erjrlle et HfIloriqlU, tom. xi". p. 235.-The c()n~ 
duct, both of the Jeft1its and Dominicans, arkr thclr contro-
verry was hufhcrl in fiicnce, affurru. much reafon to ~. 
that they had been b()th f~Ct'et1y exhortt'd by tile ROD,Jllnpon
til' to mitigate fomcwhat their refpeaive fylbns, aud Co to 
modify their doCtrines or exprdlions, as to avoid the fe· 
pnlaChea uf hcrefy that had been taft upon them; for the J e.. 
fnits ,had been accufed of Pe\ilgianifin. and the Dominicans at 
" propentity ·to· the tenets dfthe PrOt'~lltthtm:he8. Thit 

. . ~2 appear&, 



fJ'he HrsitOQ'''''If 't!JI •. JtddIi~:& 

t: Z N T. XL. ~he ~ame.~ of contrO~, w~ teemed 
J~"cv:~·n. thus exungUlfued,' or at leafi: covered,' broke out 
,'P;A1T I. a,gain 
The rife of 
Jallfenifm, 
arut,the 
.conteft. ir 
fJOdu'"· 

appears, In a more particular manner, from a letter written by 
(4.A.UDIUS AqyAvlvA, gtnera1 of the Jefuits, in the year 
1613, and addreffed to aU-the members of his Order. In thi. 
letter the prudent general modifies with great dexterity and 
caution the fentiments of MOLINA, and enjoins it upon the 
brethren of the fociety to teach every where the doctrine which 
reprefeflls the Supreme Being, as e/e{ling~reely, 10 dernal lifo, 
without any regard had to their merits, tho e whom he hal bUll 

pkafid tD render partakers of that ;ndiimab e biiJing; but, at the 
fame time, he exhorts them to inculcate; thiS doctrine in fuch 
a manner, as not to give up the tenets, relating to Divine 
Grace, which they had maintained in their controverfy with 
the D~njcans. Never, furely. was fuch.~ contradictory ex
hortatIOn or order heard of; the good general thought, never
thelefs, that lie could reconcile abundantly thefe contradictions, 
by that branch of the divine knowledge which is called, hy the 
fchoolmcn, jcienfill media. See the Catechifme Hiflorique fur les 
tIi.ffinliotl.t tie /' Eglijt, tom. i. p~ 207. 
. On :the other hand, the Dominicans, although thf"jr fenti
ments remain the fame that they were before the commence
ment of this controverfy, have learned, notwithftanding, to caft 
a kind of ambiguity and obfcurity over their theological fyftem, 
by ufing certain terms and expreffiolls, that are manifdHy bore 
TOwed from the fchools of the Jefuits; and this they do to prt'
Yent the latter from reproaching them with a propenfity to the 
doCtrine of CALVIN. They are, moreover, much Iefs remark.. 
able, than formerly, for their zealous oppotition to the Jefllits, 

-which may be owing, perha.ps, to prudent refleCtions on the 
dangers they have been involved in by ~his oppotition, and 
the TruitIefs pains and labour it has coft them. The Janfinijh 
reproach them feverely with this change of conduCt, and COllti
-der it as a manifefl: and notoriou~ apol,tafy from divine truth. 
See the Ltttres ~iales of PASCAL, lettr. ii. p. 27. Edit, 
de Cologne, &c; J689,-\Ve are not; however, to conclude, 

. {rem. this change of ftrlc and external conduct among the Do
~can8, that they are reconciled to the JeCuits, and that the!',: 
~. llP trace. of their ancient appotition to that perfidious 
~;., By no means j for bdides that, JIlany of them are 
~'at the excdDve timidity_and prudeoce of a' great part 
(if: ~r brethtfo, the whole bOdy retains flill fome hidden 
~,.~ ls of th. e indignation wi,.th which they formerly bebeld the 
~; and, when, a convenient ~OD of difcovering un. 
.~ 1& offered,' they ,do BOt . let it plffs unimprOved, 
"l1Je '*'an'elliA, arc he~ ~ in the faine Cjlufe wi~ the " .r. ". 7' , DomixaiCam J 



again with'~ vl91eBfe, ~n the year 1640, and C E N 1'. 
fOT?led.akind; ~f~ fchiftnrlll the c.hurch of Rome, s Ii.xCv;~·lL 
whIch mvolved It In great perplexIty, and proved PAl. T I,.; 
highly detrimental to it in various re1pefu. The . 
oecafion of thefe new troubles was the publication 
of a book, intitled, AUGUSTINUS, compofed by 
CORNELIUS JANSENIUS, bithop of rpres, and pub-
lifued after the death of the author [gJ. In this 
book, which even the Jefuits acknowledge to be 
the production of a man of learning and piety~ 
the doCl:rine o{ AUGUSTINE, concerning man'i 
natural corruption, and the nature and e.fficacy of that 
Di'Vine Grace, which alone can efface this unhappy 
frain, is unfolded at large, and illuftrated, for the 
moIl part, in .L\UousTINE'S own words. For the 
end, which JANSENIUS propafed to himfelf in this 

Dominicans; flnee the fentiments of St. THOMAS, conc~'TlIing 
Di'Vine Grace, differ but very little from thoft: of St. AUGUS

TIN E. Cardinal RENa y NORIS. the moll t:minently teamed 
among the followers of the latter, exprdfes his concern, that 
he is not at liberty to publifu what paffed ill favour of AUG U s
TINE, and to the difadvantage of MOLINA and lh~ Jefuits, in 
the famous Congregation de Auxiiii/, fa onen affcmbi~d by the 
Popes CLF.MENT VIII. and PAUL V.; fee Ms, Vindici.r Au,~uj: 
tiniante, cap. vi. p. 1I75. torn. i. opp.-~andll, fays he, r~
nnliari Romano deCrlto i8 vetitum d/. cum diJPmdio C{luJ!I!, quam 
dcf<tlda, lIwiforiam defmJionem omilla. 

[gJ Foran account of thisfamoullman, feeBAYLl'.'sDir
tionory, torn. ii. at the article JANSENIUS • .....:LEYDECI<J;R, DI 
vita et morte JAN SEN II, lib. iii. which makes the fidl part of his 
Hijlory of 7arifenifm. publifhed at Utrecht in 8vo. ill the year 
1695.-DiClionaire dt.t Livre.; JanFniflu, torn. I. p. 120.

This celebrated work of JANSENIVS, which gave fuch a wound 
to the Romifh chmch, as neither the power nor wifdom of iu 
pantifs will ever be able to heal. is divided into three pa1:ts. 
The fitjl is hiftorical, and contaim a relation of the PdaglllD 
controverfy, which arofe in the fifth century. In thcftcond, 
we find an accurat~ account and illuftration of the do8rine of 
AVClUSTlNE, relating to the Co,!/litution anJpowerl oftheH.u
man Natun. in itl original, falkn, and rmewedjlate. 'The third 
con~D6 the doCtrine of the fame, great mao, relating to the 
.Aith D/ Janeifying GrtU~ Irocur,d bL Chrifi. and to the eltr~ 
Pr,JejJ;nat;on lj men and a.gJ,. The !lyle of 14NSElilVS IS 

dart but ~ rumcicntly ~ . It 
w.or .. 



'~o6 The Rrs~'lf t'ht·, I.~'~(!lfii~~ 
C E N,T. work, was.not to give his o.n private {entimeRtfo 
SE~v;~·n. concernirlg there ,hnpoTtaht points, but to iheW: 
P A.I. T I. in what manner they had been underftood and eX4 

plained by that celebrated father of the church, 
now mentioned, whofe name and authority were 
univerfally revered in all parts of the Roman4 
catholic world [h J. No incident could be more 
unfavourahle to the caufe of the Jefuits, ana the 
progrefs df the~r religious fyftem, than the publi4 
cation of this book; for as the doetrine of Au
Gl~s'fINE differed but very little flllID that of the 
Dominicans [iJ; as it was held facred, nay a14 
'moft refpec.red as divine, in the church of Rome, 
OIl account of the extraordinary merit and autho
rity of that illuftrious bifhop, aftIi, at the fame 
time, was almoft: diametrically oppofite to the 
fentiments generally received among the Jefuits ; 
there latter could {carcely confider the book of 
JANS],NIUS in any other light than as a tacit, but 
formiJablc, refutation of their opinions concerTI
ing Human Tiberty and Divine Grace. And, ac
cordingly, they not only drew their pens ag-d.inft: 
this fitGlOllS hook, but alfo u[ed their molt zeaIQu,& 
endeavours to ohtain a public condemnation of it 
from ROlliI'. Their endeavours were not unfuc4 
ccfsful. The Roman inquifitors began the op.;. 
POfilioll by prohibiting the perufal of it, in the 
year IC)41 ; and the year following, URBAN VIII. 
condemned it by a folemn bull, .as infctl:ed with 

.' [h] Thm l\NSEIOUS exprdfes himfdf in his Augl!flinu;. 
tom.ii. Lif,. ProlJ),nj,,/. cap. xxix. p. 65.-Non ego'hie de oli
~ua 'Io<;)a fi'll'o;:iLl lTj>criend.7 diJ:~ul~ ... led de alltiqrla Augu/
.~;.~!:?!/..er-itur. IlOt, q/lid tit' lIa'.ZIr,z hll:t7l7T1;".flatit!l1 ff viribul, 'Vel 
'ik Dci gratia eJ prtdllillati01I: finfieruiwil ej/, fed quid Augz!f/inus 
tJ!im «c/ditE flcm;ne et appltIIi/1i lradid..,./t, p'''J!dicfl'lJerif, firiploqr# 
rnuitipJicilft' crmji,,,,wve.-it. 

(iJ The D()~iaical1s followl;d the fentiments of THOMAS 

~Q.Yl.~ASJ cOllcc:nliug ,the nature and e£lkacy of Diviac 
Grace; 

!everal 



CHA~'L:,z_!'.r:HA'Glty./lf tbt RomifhCliiiRcH. to,. 

fevpal errors, that had been long banifhed from c F. N ~ 
the ch urch. 'X\'ll. . 

Th • S ECT.n. 
XLI. ere were neverthelefs places, even PART 1. 

within the bounds of the Romifu church, )Vhere ---
neither the decifions of the inquifitor, nor the bull 
of the pontif, were in the leaft refpecred. The 
do8:ors of Louvain in particular, and the follow-
ers of AUGUSTINE in general, who were very nu .. 
merous in the Netherlands, oppofed, with the ut-
moft vigour, the proceedings of the Jduits, and 
the condemnatiqn of JANSENlUS; and hence arofe 
a warm conteft, which proved a fonrce of much 
trouble to the Belgic provinces. But it was not 
confined within fuch narrow limits; it reached 
the neighbouring countries, and bToke out, 'with 
peculiar vehemence, in France, \vhere the abbot 
of St. Cyran [k], a man of an elegant genius, and 
equally diftinguifhed by the extent of hi~ learn-
ing, the luftre of his piety, and the fancrity of 
his manners, had procured AUCUSTINJ, mallY 
zealous followers, and the Jefuits as many bitter 
and implacable adverfaries [/J. This rcCpedable 

abbot 

[lJ The name of this abbot was JEAN DU VERCH DK 

liAUIlANE. 

[lJ This illuftrious abbot is confidcr~d by th~ Janfeni{ls as 
equal jn merit and authority to ]ANSENIUS himfdf, whom I,,: 
is fuppofed to have affifted in compoling his AII,'JI!Jlinu,r. The 
Fr€och, ]]lore efpecially (I mean iuch of th",m as adopt the 
doctrine of AUCUSTINE), revere him as an oracle, and t'vcn 
extol him beyond JANSENIUS. For an accoullt of the life and 
tranfatiions of this pious abbot, fee L~NCELOT'~ Mmwiru 
trJllchant la vie de M. & S. Cyran,. wllich were publilhed at 
Cologtl "', in the year 1738, in two volumes 8vo.-Add to there 
Recueil de pllffours pih~s pour fervir ii i' HifiQire de Porl-ROJIl/~ 
p. 1,-150.-AR.NA-t1D D'ANDILLY, klemoiru au fujet de 
l' ~hiJe de S. Cyran, which are publifhcd in the firft volume' of 
his 'Pies de.r Rd~ieuftr de Port-Royal, P.15-44.-BAYLE'a 

DilIifJ1l4r.1. vot. il. at the artici&: JAN SEN I t'I s,-Ditliollaire tUS 

• Thougb tiley aft {ai4, in the tl&-~. to have been printeJ at Cokgn ; 
pI i, ia.~ oa rod lf9IIAa •• thIc ~ Jirit raw the li,ht at Utrecbt. 

Li'IJrll: 



.osneHD~·.iI,lbt"ltt~miiJf·~d$ 

e; ~w, T. abbot was the intimate friend and relation of JAW .... 
IExc;v.:.~·~I; SENIUS, and one of th~ moil ftrenuous'defenders: 
J> .4 It T I. of his doorine. On the other hand, the far 

greateft part of the French theologifts 'appeared 
0!1 the fide of the Jefuits, whofe religious tenets 
feemed more honourable to human nature, or at 
leaft more agreeable to its propenfities, more fuit;;. 
able to the geni.us of the Romifh religion, and 
more adapted to promote and advance the inte
refts of the Romifh chU1:ch, than the doctrine of 
AUGUSTIN. The party of JANSENIUS had alfo its 
patrons; and they were fuch as reflecte,d honou,r 
on the caufe. In this refpeftable lift we may rec
kon fcvcral bifhops eminent for their piety, and 
fome of the firft and moft elegant geniufes of the 
r:rench nation, fuch as ARNAUD, NICOLE, PAS

CAL, and Q.!!ENEI" alld, the other famou~ and 
learned men, who are known under the denomi. 
nation of the Autbors of Port-Royal. . This party 
was alfo confiderably augmented by a multitude 
of perfons,. who looked upon the ufual praaice of 
piety in the Romilh church (which confi[t~ in the 
frequent ufe 'of the Sacraments, the confemon of 
fins, ana the performance of certain external acts 
of religion) as much inferior to what the Gofpe! 
of CHRIS'r requires, and who confidered Chrifrian 
piety as the vital and inte'rnal principle of a foul, 
in which true faith and divine love have gained a 
happy afcendant. Thus one .of the contending 
parties excelled in the nmnber and power of its 
votaries; the other in the learning, genius, and 
piety of its adherents; and" things being thus ba
lanced, it is not difficult to comprehend, how a 
controverfy, which began about a century a.go, 

Li'IRTS Jarif;"ijle.r, tom. i. p. T 33.-For an account of the 
earlier ffudies of the ahbot ill queftion. feeGABII,lEL Ln.olf",. 
Singularitfs lfi/lQriqurl tt Ljtterqir~'I, ,tom. iv. p. 507. 



CftA~~'~~'6f: •• il~:C~CH. ~c' 
ihoJlld;k~~ carri,ed op. with the moIl vehement C E NOCl 
cotltention aad~ardour{m);' s kVlt.H, 

XLII.: Thofe whQhave 'taken an attentive view /A~T; I: 
of this long" and indeed endle1scontroverfy' can- 'I'll ...:. 

1· k . bo h f .' e me-110t but tun 1t a matter t 0 cunofity and !bods .nc! 

amufemen't to obferve the contrivanq:s, ilrata- :~~I~I~;;J· 
gems, arguments, and arts employed by both. ny borh. ,,,ar,," Ion 

1efuits and JanJeniji-s; by the former in their me. th .. contrQ.o 

th.ods of attack, and, by the latter in their plans verry. 

of defence. The jcJuits came forth iuto the 
field of controverfy, armed ,yith fophittical aT
~mnents, odious comparifons, papal Luils, royal 
eaiCl:s, and the protection of a great part of the 
nobility and bifhops; and, as if all this had ap-
peared to them inf uHicient, they had rccourfe to 
Hill more formidable auxiliaries, even the fecular 
;'rm, aid a ·competent number of dragoons. The 
JanJen!fts, far from being difmayeu at the view of 
this warlike hofl, naad their ground with ~eadi;. 
nets and intrepiq,ity. They evaded the mottal 

[m] The hiftory of tl1is contdl: is to be found in 'many au
thor", wlto have either givm a relation of the whole, or tn:ated 
ap:lrt fome of its moll: inter.:!ting bra;1Ch~s. Tit" writers that 
ou;:ht t.) be principally confultd Oil this fubjcB: are thofc 
w)jil"h follo'.'1": GERBERQN, Hjlaire Cfflfralc du Yilrf;'rifmc, 
pubiilhed in 1700, at APlf/crr/am, in three volHme~ Hvo, and 
rtpuolifhed in five volumes umo, at Lyons, in IjoR.-Du 
MAS, IF/7oire des Cinlj Propifttioru de j.\!1SH:lus,printed at 
Lirge in ~vo in 1694. Of thefe two writers, the former main
tOlin5 the caufe of the J anfeniJis, while the ·latter favours that 
of the Jebits.-Add to thde, MUCII. ]~EYllEC KER'S Hiflori4. 
JJJ!fCllijr'li, printed at Utrechtin 8vo in 10<)5; and VOLTAIIl.E.'Ii 

Si/d· & LCUIZ XIV. tom. ii. P.264' SCVl;.U books, written 
'1lI both fidt'~, are enumerated in a work publilbed in8vo in 
li35, under the fonowing title: Bitliv .. IJ~qw J'alyemjle, ou 
c,Jla/aglie Alpl'nteti'lue ,ric; prinC'ipaux Livrel JanfiniJI:.r. the 
lluthc/r of which is iaid to. be DOMIN. COLONIA, a It:arned Je
fuil. This book, as we have had' before oecafion t!J obferve, 
ha. been republifbed at Antwerp, with codtiderablc ·additionll, 
in four volume'll 8vo, under the title of, J)iaioflaire des ~Li'IJrer 
7anfonfJIes.-See Recueil der piem pOllr ftrvir a I' HiJlllin de 
l'orl-R<Jyal, p; 3:&5. . 

~~~ P hl~ 



"'Q.. ne.·Hl'I;"r.d41i··:~·tiA.'.~~iihwli:i 

.C"i\l~~T. blows that were Jeve1le4,., at them in. the:ioya~~ed 
S';l.CT,.1T. pap(!.l mandate~ by th~ .help of nlce1U~erpteta~ 
PA,It.,T t, tiol1s.1ubtiledllHnC1ions, nay, by the very fame 

fophiftical refinements which they blamed in the. 
Jeftlits. To the threatenings and frowns of the, 
nobles and: bifhops, who protected their. adver
faries, they oppofed the ·favour and applaufe of 
the people; to fophifms they oppofed fophifms, 
and .invectives to invetl:ives; . and to human 
power thel oppofed the Divine Omnipotence, and 
boafted 0 the miracles by which heaven had de
dared itfeIf in their favour. When they perceiv
ed that the ll:rongcft arguments and the moll: re
fpcetable authorities were infufficient to conquer 
the obfHnacy of their adverfaries, they endea. 
a'oured, by their religious exploits, and their ap
plicat~on to the advancement of piety..and learn· 
ing, to obtain the favour of the pontit!, and 
ftrcllgthen their interefl with the people. Hcnee 
they declared war ag~inft the enemies of the Ro
milh church; formed new fhatac;ems to enfnare 
and i'uin the ProteH:ants; took extraordinary 
pains in inftruding the youth in all the liberal 
arts and fcicnces; drew up a variety of ufefu1, 
cH;curate. -and elegant abridgments, containing 
the elements of philofophy ~d the learned lan
gua;;es; publifhed a multitude of treatifes on 
praaical religion and moraliry, whofe perfuafive 
eloquence charmed all ranks and orders of men; 
introduced and cultivated an eafy, correct, and 
agreeable rn.aJ1ner. of writing; and gave accurate 
and learned interpretations of feveral ancient au· 
thors. To all thefe various' kinds of merit, the 
,greateft part of which were real and foli~ they 
added others that were at leaft vifiomtry and .chi
meric;al; for tkey endeavoured to perfuade1: ,and 
did, in cirea, perfuade many, that the Supreme 
Being interpofcd . particularly . in fupport of their 
,eaufe, and, by prodigies aad miraclei of a ftu-

pendpus-



C1!A,,~;t _~;'oT:. t'fR.1t.Onitfll'l£RtJR,CH. 

peildous> k.,~n1tr1nel:t the truth of the dofrrine 
of AuoUSTINE, m atmlnner adapted to remove 
aU doub.t,' and triulllph over all oppttfition [n J. 

All 

[" ] It is well known that, the janJmifls, or AtJglllil1;a"J', 
have long pretended to conprm their doclrinc by miracles; 
llnd they even acknowledge, that thefe miracles have fume
times raved them, when their affairs h.!Ye bl:cII reduced to a 
dcfperate fituation. See lJfcllloirl'J rle Port RaJ'al, ~om. i. 
p, 256. tom. ii. p. I07.-The firH time we hear m~ntiol1 
made of thefe miracles is in 1656, and the following y~ars. 
\,.hcn a pretended thorn of that derifive crown that W:1S put 
upon our SAVIO-J R'S head by the Rom,\11 foldier., i~ reported 
In ha?!! performed feveral m::rvellous cu"cs in the comcllt of 
Port-Royal. See the RCCllcil de phtfietlrs pieces pOllr .fi'r~)ir a 
1'1Ijjloire de Port-Royal, p. 228, 448.-FoNTA1NE .. il'hmaire. 
pour fir'!..ir a !' I1jJloire ck Port-RoJ'al, tom. ii. p. I 3 I.-Thd~ 
Wrrt' followed by other prodigies in the year 1 ()~; 1.-Vies tiu 
Rcligieufp de Port-Roy"I, tom. i. p. 1 'Ji. "and in tbe yca~ , 
1664, Mmzaires de Port-RoJa!, tom. iii. p. 252.-Thc fame of 
thefe miracles was very great timing the lail celltur)" Hlld 

proved lingularly advantagwus to the caufe of th.: Janfcnifl:;; ; 
hut they are now fallen, cy<?n ill Franc", into obli\iull awl 
difcrcdit. The j~'nfe1If1l!, therefure. of the prcfcnt <1)';<, be
ing prt'fied by their advcrfarics, wcre ohlig-ed to have r~L()LJrfr! 
to II~W prodigies, as the credit of the old Ont'S wa:; t'ntirdy 
worn out; and they feemed, indeed, to have had miracles at 
c,,:nmalld, by the confidemble number they pretenckd to pcr
form. Thus (if we arc credulous enough to believe: their re
ports) in the year 1725. a woman, whole name was LE F()ss~, 
was fuddally cured of a bloody flux, by imploring the aid of 
the Hrjl, when it was, one day, carried by a Jal1ftYl~17 prieR • 
• \bout two years after this, we art' told, tholt tht: tomb of (}£Ic,

liARD ROUSSE, a canon of A'vignon, wa~ honoured with mi
racles of a Hupendous kind; and, finally, we are informed, 
tllat the fame honmlr was conferred, in the rear I 731,. on tho:: 
bones of the Abbe DF. PARI s, which WCfC tn~erreu at St. 11,ft
dard, where innumerable miracles are .raid to have been 
wrought. '11Iils laft fi6ry ll~s given ri[" to the warmeJ~ contdh, 
hetween the fupernitious or crafty Janf.nifis alld t1u:il' adver
Lries in all communions. Bdidt:~ all this, ~iSNELI" LE., 
llliR, DESANGtNS, and TOURNUS, the great ormun~nts at 
hnfepifm,. are raid to have furnilhed extraordinary fuceours, 
(~II fevcral oceations, to lick and infirm perf 0115, wh() tcllified a 
ftvely cOJ.fidencc in thejr prayers and merit.. See a famou~ 
JanFenifi bookcompofed ~n anfwcr to the Bull Ul1izmitu~,:;- ~ni 
clltHled, :fefUI ChrfJl foUl I' Almthime (I foilS I' E.w<;mmumc{OIlcn. 

l' a' art .. 
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.iB,H T,o An this rendered the ' }atlfenifts 8xtr"ely l?OPu~ 
s:~':~·u. l~, and ~el~ ~he vi~0t'f aftl1.e Jefuits (6l\fi)me 
,'UT 1. tunE: dubIous; nay~ lt IS more than,pro~ble. 

, ' thai the former would have triumphed, had not 
the caufe of the latter been the caufe of the pa
pacy, and had not the fiability and' grandeur of 
the Romifu church depended, in a great meafure, 
'Upon the fuccefs of their religious maxims. 

!.~ propof .' XLIII. It appears, from feveral circumfl:ances, 
.... ons 0 " f . 
,J'anf .. njuA that URBAN VIII., and, a tcr hUD, INNOCENT X,) 
condemned 11 b fi h r d "y Inno. were rea y ent on appea 109 t ele angerous tu-
oUt, x. mults, in the fame manner as the popes in for-

mer ti.mes had prudently fupprdfed the contro· 
verfies excited by BAIUS and the Dominicans. 
But the vivacity, inconIl:ancy, and refUe[s fpirit 
of the French dofroruhrew all into confufion, and 
difconccrted the me,afures of the pantifs. The 

art. xvii. Ii. 61. xviii. p. 66. Edit. Utnr.ht.-There is no 
doubt, hut a great part of the' Janfenill:s d~ft:nd thdc miracl"" 
from principle, "and ill cOll[~(lu~lICe of a perfuafion of the:;' 
truth ano reality; fur that p~rty ;tbouiHb with perfollR, whofe 
pi<:ty is blended with a moll fllperflitious cnxluiity, who look 
bpon their religioua fy!lem as cddlial trulh, • and t11cir caufe 
:as the immediate caufe of heaven, and who are eonfc'lut:ntly 
difpo[ed to think that it cannot poflibly be negld1:cd by the 
Deity, or left without cxtt'aordinary marks of his approbation 
and fupporting prefence. It is however amazinl?' nay almoft 
'incredible, on the other hand, tha~ the more judlcious defend. 
ers of thl9 caure, thofe emiuent Janfcnifts, whoie fagacity, 
lcaming, and good fcnfe, difcover thcmfelvts fo. abundautiy ill 
oth~r matters, do not co.nfider ,that the powers {}f natUl'e. the 
efficacy of proper remedies, or tht: efforts of imagination, pro
duce many importllnt changes and effects, which Impoiture, or 
a blind attachmmt to fome particular caufe, lead many to a.t
tribute t9 the lPinu:ulous interpotition of the Deity. We can 
~alily account for the delulions of weak enthafia£h, or the 
tricks of egregious impoH:ors; but when we fee men of pi~ty 
and judgment appearing in defence , of fUch miracles as thole 
now uniler confideration, we muft conclude, that they look .n fraud as lawful in the fupport of a good caufe, and make 
.nQ buple of deceiving the peoP~. when they propo{e, by this 
cIelufioD. to confirm and propai{alC What th~y take to be tht 
tNth. 

oppofers 



·'CI 
oppofers Ot the doflrini:¢ AUGUSTINE feleaed C E N,~V 
jve propojitu:m out of , the work of JANSENIUS al~ 'st.xcV;~m 
ready mentIOned, whIch· appeared to them the P MtT t 
moIl erroneous in their nature, and the moIl per- -
nicious in their tendency; and1 being fet on by 
the infligation, and feconded by the influence of 
the Jefuits, employed their moIl zealous endea-
vours and their mofr importttllate intreaties, at the 
court of Rome, to have there propofitions con. 
demned... On the other hand, a great part of the 
Galliean clergy uIed their utmoIl efforts to pre. 
vent this condemnation; and, for that purpofe, 
they fent deputies to Rome, to entreat J NNOCENT 

X. to fufpend his final decifion until the true fenfe 
of thcJ.e propofitions was deliberately eXJmined, 
jince the ambiguity of Ilyle: in which they were 
expreJTed, rendered them fufccptiblt> of a falic in-
teT prctation. But there entreaties were ineffec-
tual: the intereit and importunities of the Jefuits 
prevailed; and the pontif~ without examining the 
merits of the caufe with a fuitable degree of im-
partiality and attention, condemned, by a public 
bull, on the 31ft of May, 1653, the propofitions 
of j.'\NSENlIJS. Thefe propofitions contained the 
following doCtrines: 

I. That there arc divine precepts, which good 
men, not'witlftanding their dtjire to obflrve them, are, 
1le't'ertbelejs, abfolutely unable to obey,; nor has God 
given them that metifure of grace, that is elfelltialiy 
flecrjfary to render tben.l capable of ITfch obedience: 

2. That no peifrm, in tbis corruptflate of nature, 
tan rif!ft tbe influence of divine grace, when it ope
,oates upon the mind: 

3. That, in order to render human aClions meri
torious, it is not requiJite that they be exempt from 
NECESSITY, but only that they be free from CON· 

OTRAINT [0]. . 
4. That 

[0] AUGUSTINE, LEIlINITZ, and Q confider-able number 
IIIf modern rhiloIophets, who m.aintain the do&ine of N s· 

P 3 C£SSlT.Y, 



'r4 "he 1l1({~y··i(jJ·fh!'ItOHU.fl1'U_~ 

~,t N T. 4' «hat the Se,k'~pelagil11Jiefr-grie-tJ(ji!fljinmajiz. 
XviI, .. h h 7. 'll' d d . h h 'S',£·CT.lT. tammg, tat fJC ouman wt II en rn..QC WIt t e 

P~a.1' I. pl)wer of eithtr receiving' or -refifling the aids and in. 
fluences of prcventing grace: 

5. That wbofoever tiflirms, that' 1efus Chrifi 
made eXjlJiation, b.r his fuffirings m:d deatb, for tb~ 
fins oj al! mankind, is a Semi-pelagian. 

Of thefe propofitifms the pontif declared the 
firft four only heretical; but he pronounced the 
fifth rajh, impiou.r, and injurious t9 the Suprem,e 
Being [pJ. 

~ix~"~,~, XLIV. This fentencc of the fupreme ecclefi. 
lilh~s~ubull'aftical judge was indeed painful to the Janfenifls, 

.'~:I~~~iJ'. and of confequence highly agreeable to their ad-
. vcrfaries. It did not however either drive the 

[oroler to defpair, ot fatisfy the latter to the ex
tent of their ddires; for while the doflriJ/c was 
cendemned, the 'man efcapcd. JA:KSENIUS was 
not named in the bull, nor did the pontif e:ven 
declare that the .fi'Ve propq/itio71s were maintained 
in the beok entitled AUCUSTI::-.lUS, in the fenfe in 
which he had condemned them. Hence the dif .. 
cipi.es of AUGUSTINE and J.>\NSENIUS defended 
thcmfclvcs by a dit1illc1:ion invented hy the inge
nious and fubtile ANTHONY ARNAUD, in confe
quenceof which they conftdered feparateiy in this 
controverfy the matter.of dollrine and the matter of 
fllD; that is to fay, they acknowledged them
{elves bound to believe, that the Ji've propqJition.r 
abovementioned wer.: j ~!Uy condemned by the 

CE$SlTY, confider this neceffity i,n moral aflioll,r, as confiflent 
with true liberty, be('aufc it is con!i~lcnt with /po'lfatleity 3'!ld 
~hoice •. .Ac:mrJing to them, cOllfhaint alone anti external 
forte ddhoy m,'rit and imputation. . _ 
, [P] This Bull is Hill t'xtant in the Bullareum Romarmm~ 

tQm. vi. p. 4..56. It ball, "lto been publinKd, together witn 
fe~eral other pieces relating to this controver(y, by Du PL~&" 
fl$' D'A~Gk NTH, in his Goltea;" jlldiciorumde nov" ur,(Jr,ibus, 
tom:. iii.p. ii.~. 261. . 

Roman. . 



'11;$ 
Roman patltif{iJ; btttthey maintained, that c It N~", 
the pope had not 4edated, alldconfequently that s X,VIJ.ft. 
they were. not bound to believe, that thefe propo- '/~(p"-r; L 

fitions were to be found in ]ANSENIUS'S book; in 
the fcufein which they had been condemned [;J. 
They did not however enjoy long the benefit of 
this artful diftinCtion. The reH:lefs and invin-
cible hatr.ed of their enemies purfued them in 
every quarter where they looked for protection or 
repofe; and at length engaged ALEXANDER VII., 
the fucceflor of IN NOCENT, to declare, by a To .. 
lemn bull, iffllL:d out in the year 1656, that the 
ive pr~ifttiBns, that had been cCludemned, were 
the tenets of JANSENIUS, and were contained in 
his book. The pontif did not flop here; but to 
this flagrant inftance of i'mprutlence added ano .. ' 
t her frill more {hocking ; for, in the year 1665, he 
knt into France the form of a Jedaration, that 
was to be fubfcribed by all thofe who a1i)ired af:.. 
tel' any preferment in the church, and in which 
it wa!': affirmed, that the fi've propq/ifiom were to be 
-kJund ill the hook of J ANSENIU-S, in the fame fenrt: 
in which they had been condemned by the 
ehm'eh [.r J. This declaration, .. vhofe lillcxamplcd 
temerity and contentious tendency appeared in the 
molt odious colours, not only to the Janfenifls, 
hut alio to the wifer part of tht: French nation, 
produced the moIl: deplorable divifions and tu .. 
mults. It was immediately oppofed with vigour 
by the Janfeui{i:s, who maintained, thar in matters 
~f Jall the pope was fallible, efpecially when hi5 
decifions wert: merely perfolla.l, Ol.ud not confirm .. 



.,16", '"{iDe ,'HfS~!i' 'iJj""":~~¢~ 

'~y T. edbY,'a ge.nefl'a1 council:;:and, of ceWe~ 
S E(l;~'U. that it was neither obligatory nor neceftary:to 
I'A .... I. fubfcribe this papal declaration, which had only 

~ m~tter of faa for its objeCt. The Jefuits, on 
the contrary, audaciouily alferted, even openly, 
in the city of Pari.r, and in the face of the Galli. 
can church, that faith and confidence in the papal 
tJecifions relating to matter of faa, had no le[s 
the charaCters of a well-grounded and di'Vine faith. 
than when thefe decifions related, merely to mat. 
te!s of doCtrine and opinion. It is to be remark. 
~ on the other hand, that aU the Janfcnias 
'Were by no means fa refolute and intrepid as thofe 
<)bovementioned. Some of them declared, that 
they ~ould neither fubfcribe nor rejeCt the Form . 
iil'iut:.:flion, but flkw their veneration for the au
thority of the pope, by obferving a profound ii
I.e nee on that I'ubje8:. Others profei1cd them
felves ready to fubfcribe it, not indeed without 
~xcepti9Ii and x;eferve, but on tondition of bting 
al1o~ed to explain, either verbally or in writil1g~ 
the fenfe in which they underfiood it, 01- the diI'
ti,naiol1s and limitations with which they were 
willing to adopt _it. Others employed a variety 
of methods and firatagems to elude, the force pf 
t,his tyrannical declaration [tJ. But nothing of 
t.his kind was fufficient to fatisfy the violent 
d~IDands of the Jefuits; nothing lei's than the en
tire ruin of the Janfe~ifis could appeafe their 
fury. Suell, therefore, among the latter, as made 
the leaf!:. oppofition to the declaration in quefiion, 
were can into prifon, or fent into exile, or in
'volved in fome other fpecies of perfecution; and 
,it 'is well known, that this feverity was a eonfe
quence of the fugge!l:ions of the Jefuits, and pf 
th'ei'i' ~nfluence in "cabinet-councils. 

rtj See Du MAS, HjJ1aire del Cing PrQ)rjitiafJl, p. r 58.
GU.:a:u.ON.· Hi/loirt Generak Ju Jarife.l'i/me, p. ii •. p. 516. 

,1,6 XLV~ The 
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.' XI.V~ .. .;r.m:lenity~t:prudence of ~oLEMENT IX. C E N -t. 
fufpcnded, for a' wlule, the calamltles of thofe xvrro., 

h d r.· °fi d h 0 l'b' d h 0 r Sl!I:>T It. who' .a~ lacn ce t elr 1. erty an t elr lortunes PART'I.' 
to then +cal for the dofrrme'of AUGUSTIN.!':, and ' 
gave them both time tOr b~eathe, and reafon to ~u~:~n'1~re
hope for better days. fhls change, which hap. fwfp<nd,d 

und"r the 
pened ill the year 1669, was occalioned by the ponlifi~ .. o 

f 'd d r lOt' 1 bon f A of elen'Me ortltu' e an relO utlOn 0 tie 1 lOpS 0 ngers, lX,_', iii. 
BC(lU'vais, Pamiers, and Alet, who ohftinatd)' and fullltl'1;:,n 

f1 f r d f' t' 0 0 C""l~"")'y gloriou y re we to ul1icnbc, WIthout the pro- ... II"d .h" 

per explications and dil1:incrions" the oath or de.. ~1;,~::':L 
claration that had produced fuch troubles and cli- ' 
,·ifions in the church. They did not indeed frand 
alone in the breach; for when the court of Rome 
hCP'an to menace and level its thunder at their 
h<.:~{ds, nineteen bilhopr. more afclfe with a noole 
intrepidity, and :1.dopted their caufe, in folemn' 
n:monftrances, adclrd1cd both to the king of 
France and the Rom:m pont if. Thefe p:folute 
protefters were joined by ANNE GENEVIEVE DE 

Bov RBON, duchels of Longuc'vi/!e, a heroine of 
the firit rank both in birth and magnanimity, 
who, having renounced the plea[ures and vanities 
of the world, v"hich had long employed ,her l!I0fl: 
ferious thoughts, efponied, with a devout ardonr, 
the docrrines and caure of the 'Janftlltfls, and 
mofr earncfHy implored the clemency of the Ro~ 
man pontif in their behalf. Moved by thefe en;.' 
treaties, and alfo by other arguments and confi. 
derations of like moment, CU:MENT IX. became 
fo indulgent as to accept of a conditional fubfcrip-
tion to the famous declaration, and to 'permit 
dottors of fcrupulollS confciences to fign if ac-
cording to the mental interpretation they th.ought 
rroper to give it, This inftanc'e Of papal conde-
fcel1fion and lenity was nofooner made public, 
lhan the Janfenifts began to cOlI)-e forth from their 
lurking-places, to return from their voluntary 
ei'-ile. ari.d to enjoy their former tranquillity and-

freedom, 
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fretdom, being ~xe,nipt from aU ubeafy' appre~ 
henfions of 'any. further perfocution. 

.This remarkable event is commonly caUedthe 
Peace of CLEME~'F~X.; its duration, neverthe
lefs, 'was but tranfitory [u J. It was violated in 
the year 1676, at the inftigation of the Jefuits, 
by LEWlS XIV., who declared, in a public editl., 
that it had only been granted for a time, out of 
a condefccnding indulgence to the tender and 
;krupulous confcicnces of a certain number of 
perfons; but it was totally abolifhed after the 
death of the duchefs of LONGUEVILL:r:, which 
happened in the year 1679, and deprived the 
janfeniils of their principal fupport. From that 

• [IIJ The tranfaCtio1lS rdating to this event, which were car
:riea: 011 under the pontificate of CLEMENT IX., are circum
ftantially related by Cardinal ROSPIGNlOSI, in his Commm· 
tiirii, which Du PLESSIS D'ARGF.NTRE has fuhjoin~d to hig 

. Eft.I1l"nta Theo!.2{fiCfl, publifhed jn 8'1'0 at Paris, in the year 
1716. See alfo this laft.mrntiolled author's co/lemo judiciorum 
ck lIo"IJis rrrol'ib"s, tom. iii .. p. ii. p. 336. in which the kttcrs 
of CLEMEN'r IX. arc inferted. Two Jaufcr:iHs have written 
tbe Hiftory of the Clemmtine Pe.1Cf. VARET, vicar to the arch
bifhoj> of SeIlS, in an anonymous work entitled, Relation de 
~ q,u.r'ffl pajF daTls l'.y/:lin dt: /" Paix tlel'Eglift Joillia p(Jpe 
CLEMENT IX.; and Q~ESNFL, in.an anollymous produCtion 
alfo, entitled, La Paix di: C/'EME'NT IX., IiII DemoTljlralio" de. 
IIkttx flllfffdh capitaler tl'lJaTlctes daTls l'lIjJloire des CiTlq Prol'rfi
bOllscontrelafoidesdifcipll!1 de St. AUGUSTIN. That VARET 

was. the author of the former, is alferted in the wlthhifme Hif
ID,rique fur Its contd/atioTls de l' Eglift, tom. i. p. 352; and that 
the latter came from the pen of ~. SNEL, we learn from the 
writ .. r of Bil>/iotbequt' :JanpnYte, p_ 314.-Then: was another 
accurate arid interefting account of this trall[adi~n pub!ilhed 
in the y~r 1706, in two volumes 8'10, nnder the following
title: RtlatiDII d~ ce qui s'd' p'!ffi datu l'tffilire de fa pai" t!t 

. fE,life fous Ie Pal'e CLEMENT IX., a7W les Lel!r.-s, :At'l~s, 
Me,!,Dira, e!., alltru pie.es qui y Ollt ,rapport.-Thc import~nt 
fervlces that the duc"hefs of LOllgui'IJzlle rendered.the Janfelllfts 
inthis affair are related with elcgan(;c anJ fpirit ,by VILLE

tOItT, in his Pie d' A"ne GetJe'lJit'IJe de Bourloll, Duche/fr de 
.(.ongllt:'lJiOe, tom. ii. livr. vi. p. ~9, of the edition of h!flN. 
Jalll . (173'9). which is more complete and ample than the cill • 
. tion of Paris. 
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tirne their ~}a~ we~e' r~e~:ed, and they were c '£ Nt. 
purfued wlth the fame mahgmty, and rage that XVU,' 

h d I. [' , • d S SIp'. 1I. they- a' tJcwre expenence • ome of them P .\k T J';:. 

av,oiJed . the riling {torm b!.a voluntary exile' 
otners fufrained it with inv~Ie fortitude cmd 
conilancyof !nin~; others t.ned afiJc its fury, 
and efcaped Its vlOlence, as well as they could 
hy dexterity and prudence.' ANTliONY ARNAUD: 

who was the. bead and leader of the party, fled 
into Holland III the year I G79 [w J; and, in thi .. 
retreat, he not only c[capcu the fury of his ene-
mies, but had it in hi:> power to hurt them con. 
1iderably, and atl:ually made the Jefuits feel the 
'weight of his Jaknts ~md the extent of his iniJu. 
mel'. For the admirable eloquence and fagatity 
of this great'man gave him fuch an ail:.'endant ill 
the Netherlands, that the grcate!t part of the 
churches there embraced his opiniolls, a!,d aJGpt-
cd his caufe; the Romifh congrcgatioll:; in 11oi-
land alIa were, by hiil influence, and the miniitry 
of his intimate friends and adhnen:s, JOHN_ 

NEERCASSEL and PJ:'I'ER CODDITS, bi{hops of 
C,?florie and Scbq/lo [x], entirely gained over t,) 
the Janfenifl party. The[e latter Hill pcrfcverc 
y;ith the utmofl: fteadinefs in tbe principles of 
Janfenifin; and, fccured under the proteaion of 
the Dutch government, defy the thrt<:ts, and hold 
in derilion, the rcfcntment of the Roman pon-
til's [y J. 

XLVI. It 

['I'J. For an O:CCOIlIlt of this great man, ftc rAj'LE'S Dic
tioll"l'\', vol. i. at the: article ASTIiONY A lU';!.U I) ; as alfo 
lfijIr,ire alr',~[e dl la '/)~ ct IIts (lu~"':lJa de JlI, AIl~AUP •. pub
lil11tll at Cd" 11, in Sm.-The change introdllcnl ;'1(;) the 
Hmnilh chu:'cht:s jll fbi/dlld is mentioned by L.~ flT.\ 1', ric de 
CLUdENT XI., tom, i. p. 123. F'lr all account OfCOl'Df;US, 

NEERCASSH, and V.\1\ET, and the other patrons uf JanfeniJin 
aP.'ong 'the Dutch, fee the Dif!iol111oirt' rla Li,,,,,f,f .7~f:r(l{V"'J, 
tum. i. p. 4l;!, 21. ,353. tom. ii. P.406. tom. h. p. 1.19' . 

[x] BiOlOPS in purritu.r i'!fitfe/ir"n. " 
(/!r [y J It muiE however be obfm"Cd, tbt; nr.Aw,tll{hmdll\~ 

. . the 
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~. E NT. XLVI: It 1snot otl-ly on ace6Qnt of their ern. 
S EX::"Jl. bracing the doCtrine ot AucivSTlN·E. concerning 
P.UT I. Divine Grace (a docrrine which bears a firiking 

refemblance with that of the Calvinifts \ that th~ The .unere 
J.!i"t~ ~f the Janfcnifts have in_red the difpleafure and reo 
Jan, rulh. kntment of the Jefuits. They are charged with 

,many other circumftances, which appear intole~ 
rable to the warm votaries of the church of Rome. 
And indeed it is certain, that the various con~ 
troverfics, whiCh have been mentioned above, 
Viere excited in that church principally by the 
Janfenifts, and have been propagated and handed 
·down by them, even to our times, in a prodi
gious multitude of their books p. uWifhcd hath in 
France and in the Nctbef/rmds [z J. Bat that 
which ofi"cnus molt the Jefuits, and the other 
creatures of the Pontif, is the aufterity of this 
party, and the feverity that reigns in their fyfrem 
of moral difcipline and praCtical religion. For the 
Janfenifts cry out againll the corruptions of the 
church of Ron!e, and complain that neither its 
doctrines nor morals retain any traces of their for
mer purity. They reproach the clergy with an 
univcrfal depravation of fentia~cnts and manneril. 
and entire forgctfulnefs of the dignity oJ their 
char'aaer and the duties .of their vocation. They 
cenfure the licentioufilef." of the mona/lie Orders, 
and itlfifr upon the neceility of reforming their 
d~fciplinc. according to the rul~s of fanQity, ab. 
:ftinence., and feH~denial, that were originally 
prefcribed by their refpecrive founders. They 
maintain alfo, that the people ought to be carc
~jly infhucled in all the doCtrines and precepts 

fh~ . afqendant the Janfenills h:wc .in Holland, the Jefuits, for 
{amil.timt' paft, have by artifice and difguifc got a confiderabJe 
f~tin,g.. among the Romifu churches that are tolerated by the 
~li~.· . 

'r!tlSe~ HiP. Ecclef. Rom. Srec. xvi. § xxxi. 

o( 
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of ChrilPalUty,and that, for this purpofe the 
Holy Scriptur~s cmd Pu~lie Liturgies {houid be 
oirered to theIr perufal m their motheJ:;-toU(rUC; 
and, finally, they look upon it as a matter of the 
highdl: moment to perfuade all Chriitians that 
tr~lC piety does not confin h1 the oblCrvaBcc of 
P{lI11POUS rites, or in the performance of external 
acts of devotion, but in inward holinefs and di
vine love. 

There fentiments of the Janfenifl:~, on a generat 
view, feem juft and rational, and fuitable to the 
fpiri! and genius of Chrifl:ianity; but, when we 
examine the particular branches into which they 
extend thefe general principles, the confequences 
they deduce from them, and the manner in which 
they apply them, in their rules of difcipline and 
p1"a.:rice, we Ihall find, ,that the piety of this fa ... 
mous party is deeply tinged both with fl1perfti~ 
tion and fanaticifm; that it more eJIJccially fa
V,lurs the harfh atid enthufiaflical opinion of the 
~11jJt;rs; and, of confequence, that the Janfettifi:s 
arc not undefervcdly braIllled by their adverfarie!l 
with the denomination of RibOlll'ijis [a]. Thi3 

denomination 

[a] Tht)' who delll'e to form a jufl not ion of th~ difmal 
piLlY of the Janfcnifts (which carrie~ the ullfecr.~Jy featuft'1 t)f 

tll:!t glnomy de"otioll that was formerly pI\\difcJ by f.matiL,l 
hermits in the defert. of Syria, I.ylia, ;Inu E,:)'j)f, hut i" tn
tirdy foreign from the dictatCA of m:foll and tb~ amiable iilirit , 
uf Chril1ianity). have only to paufe the epiiUcn and other wri
ting! of the.Abbot of ST. CYRAN, who is the great oracle of' 
the party. This abbot was a wdl.r:!c;:ning man; and hi. 
piety, {uch as it was. carried in it th~ marks of fiorcrity and 
feryor; he was alfo fu~rior. perhaps, as a pallor, co the great
eft part oftlle Roman catholic dodors; and h;s l~arning. mont 
rfpt:eially his knowlt:dge of religious antiquity, 'was very con
liderable: but to propofe this man itS a complete and perktt 
model of genuine liety, and as a rn~H: accurate "lld accom
pli/hed teacher 0 Chriflian virtue, is an abfurd,;ty peculiar to 
the Janft:niits, and can be adopted by no perroll who kllQWS 

... ·hat ~muj~ piety and Chriflian virt~c are. That we 
may 

C 1£ ~1'~ 
xvn .. ; 
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deno11;lination they -ntentciJ,-yin .3.' -peeuija.l' man4 
net ~ by their doflrine' concer.ning Repentance and 

"Penancc~ 

may not fcern to detra'Cl rafhly, ann without Tcafon, from the 
merit of this ('minent man, it will nut be improper to cOI.firm 
what we have faid lJY fome inf1:anccs. Thi¥ good abbot, hav
ing undf'rtaken to vanq1Jilh the Herdics (i. t. the Proteftants) 
in a prolix and extenlive work, was obliged to read, -or at leaft 
to look into, the various writings publiihed hy that impimu 
tribe ;31ld this he did in compau'y with his nephnv MAil. TIN 

DE IhRcos, who refernbled him entirely in his fentiments and 
manners. But before he w()uld venture to open a book com
pofed by a Protcitant, he conllant:y marked it with the fign if 
t& cr0fs, -to cKpd the I""Jil fj,iri/. 'Vhat weakncfs and faper
:/lition did tL:f. ridiculoU3 procecdin7, difcowr.! for thc good 
man wa~ perf;.!aded that SalmI ll:Hi fixed his reGllcncc in the 
hooks of the P"otdbnts; but it WJ; not fo cafy to oetelminc 
"I'!·here he imai,).:en 'the wicked fpirit lay, wheth..:r in the paper, 
in the letters, hetween the leaves, or in the doctrines of thefe 
irtfomal procluc~;ons? Let u~ fl'f' the account that is given uf 
thh, matter by LANCELOT, in hi. M~rrlOires tOllclJant I,l 'vie d,· 
M.l' AM;. de.S. Cyra,,; tom. i. p. 226. His words are as fo!
lov:z; 11 lifl1it us Ih,res n1'fC tallt de pf'ctr, qu' en 'cs prmallt it 
les tll0t;,fi/rHi tOlljOrtr.r ffl Jilifmt la Jigne de la Croix rltj/iu, no aou
lanl point 1m It DirnDl! lI'y r~(idoi/ a{//lCllemeld. His attachmcnt 
to AUGUSTIN E ,vas fo excellivc, tha.t he looked upon as facrnl 
and divine cven thofe opinio;13 of that great man, which the 
w;fcr part of the Romifh doctors had rcjcB:ed as erroneOliS and 
hig'hly dall~Crn!!~. Such, arnon"" others, was that extrava
gant and p.:ruicious tend, that °ll,t jaiuts are the ordy law)"'/ 
proprietors q/lhe world; and that the wicked ha've no r-i:"I, ly 
the divine l1U', fa t.~If: things whirh they pqffifs jlffl.:l', in cOlifc
qtU'llrc of //1/' da!forl! if huma" /(/"-" Tu this }Jurpofe 'is the 
fill!01trin;; affert'ou of ou\" abbot, a~ we find it in FONTA.INE'S 

lIf':mo;res l'n/".j;·rvir U 1'1!iJ!oire de l'art-RO'Ifl!, tom. i. p. ZOI. 

Jejiu Chrffl tl'if. tncore til/I'e d.1flS 1,/ frjJdJiorl de fJIl RI~)'Ullllle 
tempore!, eI dN hinll dll ",on"e qui III; appartimllml, que par utte 
PETITE PIJRTION j:!'m t.'tnt I'Egl;(e par les binifas d"ji-,r CIao, 
(,-,U neton! g:le Jet fi-r;nil"r.r d le.r d~"rjilairN <k .7ifus Chrj!. H, 
therefore, we are to ~iye credit to this vilionary man, t:u: 
golden age is appr1lacillng, when JESUS CHRIST, having pull
~ doV:1) the mighty from their fcats, and dethroned the kings 
atid pnnces of the earth, !hall reduce the whole world under 
hisfole dominion, and give it over to the government of pricHs 
arid monk8, wbo are the prinm of his ·church.-After we have 
fllilt 'tuch fcntimcnts as thefe maintained by their oracle lind 
dria, it is bnt naturcl to be fwprifed \then we itl:ar the' J:infeJ 

~~ ~ 



CR,~#JI;;~{~,thl. ilDmilafCilUllCH. 
Penanc~7 :W~1e t8p.Qency, confidered both in a 
civil and ~eligious pomt of view, ,is fingularly 

nills boafling o'f their zeal in defeBding fovercign frates, and in 
general the civil rights of mankind. againll tlle il:rata<rems and 
ufurpations of tlle Roman pontifs. () 
~hc notions of the ab~ot of ?:r. C.YllAN .c?~lcerni~lg p'-a,vel', 

wluch breathe the f.matlcal fpmt of myfhcllm, w!ll further 
confirm what we have faid of his propenfity to enthufiafm. It 
is, for example, a favourite maxim with him, that ilie C1l1'if
tian who prays, ought \H:vcr to r~colldt the good thi:n(Ts he 
Hands in ne~ of in order tQ ~lik them of God, fince true p~yer 
does not conlift in diftintt notions and clear illeas of what we 
ace doing in that fokmn a.:1, but in a certain blilld in.pul[c of 
di,ine love. Such is the account gin;n of the abbot's fenti
menta on this head by LANCELOT, in his l''vltmoirN tOlJrhant la 
7';,' df /' Abbe de S. Cyran, tom. ii. p. 44.-Il ne croY(jit pa~, 
fays that author, que 1'011 put fairr qut/que:/fort pOllr ,I'a./>p/i'l,uer 
Ii qlle/que point, au Ii qllt/qut poUie F(;rticulicre-}arce q1f~ /a w
ritable priere tj/ p/utat UI1 IIlll'ail de foil amOllr, q/li ~/IIi'0'-te /lOlrl 
m:llr 'Vcrs lui, et nous mfr'f)( CD!ll/lle bors de IWIIS T/!,:mes, que nair 
pm Ime oCClijalian de notre 'ipri!, qlli fe rCl7lplj/!e d" /' idee tit 
'Iudgu, aljel quoique di'1.wr: According to tillS hyporhefis, the 
Inau prays bell who neither thi1lks nor I!/l:s in that ad of devo. 
tion. This is, indeed, a very extraordinary account of the 
matter, and contains an idea of prayer whieh [terns to have 
been quite unknown to CHRIST and his AprJlles; for the for
m,r has commanded us to addrefs our prayers to G[)d in a let 
fimn of words; and the laUer frequently tell us the flibjech uf 
their pet itions and lilpplications. 

But of all the l'rrors of this Arch-jan (cnifi, nonc was fo per
nicious as the fanatical notion he entertained of his being the' 
rdidmu ofthe Deity, the il!/lrllment of the Godhead, bywbich 
the divine nature itfelf effcntially operated. I t was in confe
quence of this dangerous principle, that he recommends it as 
a uuty incumbent Oll all pious men to follow, without confult
ing their jud!?ment or any other guide, the firjl motions and 
impu!fo.l of their minds, as the dittates of hcavclt. A,ili indeed 
the JanfeniHs, in gene;l:al, OIre intimatdy perfuaded, that God 
0l~rl'atu immediately upon the minds of thofe who have com
pofed, or rather fuppreffed, all the motions of the ul1d(!l'anJ. 
;'lg and of the will, and that to fuch he declarc:s, from aIJove, 
his intentions and commands; finee whatever ilioughts, de· 
figns, or inclinations arife within them, in this calm. frate of 
tranquillity and filence, -are to be confidered as the direct. f ug-' 
geftiol<B "and oracles of the divine wifdom. See, £Or a further 
2I:count. of this peftilclJtial doCtrine, Mfmoires de Porl-RoJal. 
tom. iii. p_ ~+6. ' 
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~'~-l~t.'· ~do.us,*· &r' they. roake, '''''~'': C9liftft 
.,c·,. .. lti:oiuefly m t~of~ 'volql'ltary. fu~en!1g$'J }\'hicll th~ 
f",~.,., l~ tranfgreffor lIlfl'lcrS upon hlm[elf, In proportion to 

.. , the nature· of his criines . and the degree of his 
guilt. As their notions of th~ extent of man's 
.original corruptioil are greatly exaggerated, they 
J>refcribe remedies to it that are of the fame na
ture. They li:>ok upon Chriftians as bound to ex
piate this original guilt by acts of mortification 
perforn:ted in. folitude and filcnce, by torturing 
i;t~d macer'3ting their bodies, by painful labour, 
exceffive abftincncc, continual prayer and con
templation; . and they hold every perfon obliged 
t.o in!=reafe thef~ voluntary pains and fuffcrings, in 
proportion to the degree of corruption they ·have 
derived from nature, or contraC1ed by a vicious 

· and licentious courfe of life. Nay, they carry 
there autlerities to fo high a pitch, that they do 
not fcruple to call thofe boly [df-tormentors, who 
lravegradually put an end to their days by ex
teffive ~bfi:inence or labour, the Jarred vill'ims of 
~ntance, that have been cOI!(umed by the fire of 
9itine !qve. Not fatisfied with this lanatfall lan
guage, they go {till farther, and JujJClj:itiouJly 
maintain, that the conducr of the!e feU-murderers 
i~ peculiarly meritorious in the eye of heaven; 
and· that their futferings, macerations, and la
'bours, appeafe the anger of the Deity, and not 
only contribute to their own felicity, but draw 
down abUndant blciIings upon their friends and 
apon the church. We might confirm this ac- . 
tount by various examples, and more efpecially 
by tb;at of the famous Abbe J:?E PARIS, the g~e'!t 

· : .. &nder-worker of the Janfemfts, who put hlm
felf to a moO: painful death, in order to fatisfy 
~e ;juftice of an iu.cenfed God [h]; fuch was tile 

picture 

'C~J See MORIN~S" Com. tie PtrnittnJUz, ,Pr4- p.~. n, 
...mcb ~ere ill a tacit centure of the pellance of the J anfenifts. 

· .... -See, 



CHA~C\:.)I"~tw¥ HIe 'R:~fhCmTacH~ "f 
pitl:ure behaa. "fb.rm.edofthe Beft of Beings in his c •• Yo. 
diforderedfancy:. '. ..' ~:~~';jl 

XL VlI~ A ftrtking example of thlS aufiere, for- PAil T L 
bidding, and' ex:travagant {pedes of devotion was -' 
exhibited in that celebrated female convent called J'c: c:-
Port-Royal in the fields, which \vas fituated in a P.,t.R.,.t. 
retired, deep, and gloomy vale, not far from 
Paris. The infpeCtion and government of this 
auftere roeiety was given by HENRY IV~, about 
the commencement of this century, to JAQ.!lE-

LINE, daughter of ANTHONY ARNAUD [c], who, 
after her converfion, affumed the name of MARIE 

ANGEL!Q!JE DE LA ST. MADELAINE. This lady 
had at fitft led, a very diffolute life [d], which 
was the general cafe of the c10iftered fair in 
Ji'rzlnce, about this period; but a remarkable 
change happened in her fentiments and manners. 
in the year 1609, when fhe refolved no more td 
live like a nun, but to confecrate her future days 
to deep devotion and penitential exercifes. This 
holy refolution was ftrengthened by her acquaint-
ance with the famous FRAN~OIS DE SALES, and 
the abbot of ST. CYRAN. The laft of thefe pious, 
connexions fhe formed in the year 16:23, and rna-; 
delled both her own cdnducr and the manners of 

-See, on the other hand, the M,rr/Qiru tk Port-Rojal, p. 48F 
-The Janfenifta, among all the meritorious aCtions of tlu; ab~ 
bot of ST. CYR.\N, find nOlle more worthy of admiration and 
applaufe than his reftoring from oblivion the true fyftem of pe
nitential difcipline; and they confider him as the fecond au
thor or parent of the doctrine of peruinee. See iIImzoir~1 tI~· 
Port-Royal, tom. iii. p. 445; 504.-This very doctrine, how
ner, of penance was one of the principal reafonB or his being 
<:ommitted to prifon by the order of Cardinal ItICHUIIU; 

Ibid. tom. i. p. ::33, 4P' 
[c] An eminent lawyer, arid father to the famouaAIlNAVD, 

doClor in Sorbonne. 
do. [ d] The Ji/Tolute life imJ>uted to this Ilbb'efs by Dr. 

MOSHEIM is an egregious mift~, w~ch feerns to have pro
e:eded fT~m his mifunderftanding a pan:aic iJ.t BAYl...'·s Diaillfl'l 
cr., "1101. 1. p.' 338. DOte" F.fovrth edition In' Frent-b. 

VOL. V. Q.. het 



~h9 f'heH~10~;:;,t('1~~'_'_~ 
c; ]t.N T.' he!' .. convent .after th~ "d~ne" a:mi:~pie of 
s'S~:::n. thefe, devout men. Hence" it . happened; that., 
·P ... it Tl. dUTing th,ewhole- courfe of this century , the con-

. vent of.Port-Royal excited the indignation of the 
Jefuits, -the' admiration of the Janfenifts,' and the 
attentioJl of Europe. The holy virgins of this fa
mous fociety obferved, with the utmoft rigour 
and exaEtnefs, that ancient rule of the Ciftercians, 
which had been almoft every where abrogated on 
account of its exccffive and intolerable aufterity ; 
nay, they even went beyond its moft cruel de
mands [e J. Such was the fame of this devout 

nunnery, 

[eJ There is a prodigious multitude of books ftill extant, in 
which the rife, prog-refs, laws, and fanC1ity of this famous con· 
vent are defcribc:d and extolled by eminent Janfenifts, who, ilt 
the fame time, deplore its fate in the moll doleful ftrains. Of 
~hi9 multitude we !hall mention thofe ollly which are eafy to be 
acquired, and which contain the moft modern and circum
ftantial accounts of that celebrated dlablifhment.-The Bene
diCtines of St. Maur have given an exaCt though dry hiftory of 
this convent in - their Gallia Chrifliana, tom. vii. p. 910. A 
more. elegant and agreeable account of it; but an accOlmt 
4,larged with imperfeCtion and partiality, was compored by 
dIe famous poet RACINE, under the title of Abrfge de I' HiJloire 
de Port-Royal, and was publi!hed, after having paffed through 
~ny preceding editions, in the year 1750, at Am,llerdam, a
mong·the works of his fon LEWI5 RACINE, tom. il. p. 275-
366. The external {late and form of this convent are pro
feifcdly defcribed by MOLEON, in his Voyages Liturgiqrm, 
p. 234.-:-Add to there, Nlc. FONTAINf:, Memoires pour fer
-vir Q l' HiJloire de POI-t-Royal, l?ublilhed at Colo!n (or rathcr at 
Ull'ecM) in two volumes 8VD, III the year li38.-Du FOSSE. 

Memoir~s.}Qur jU'/Jir a r Hifioire de Port-Royal.-Recueil de plu
fieul's foeti tou,. fervir a I' Hifloire de Port-Royal, publi!hcd at 
UtreeLt, -iil 8vo, 111 tile year 174°.-The editor of this laft com· 
~ation promifes, in his Preface, further colletl:ions of piccei 
relative to the fame fubjeCt, and feems to inflDuate, that a c'>m~ 
~te. hi~pry of PDrt-Royal. drawn from thefe and other va
luable and authentic records, will fooner or later fee the light. 
See .. bcfides the authors abovementioned, LANCE LOT, M~J 
I()#'~nt fa Pie & /, Abbe de -t... C,ran. All thefe authors con
fiDe their relations to the ~ernal form and various revolu .. 
dons of this famous convent. Its internal ftate, its rules o£ 

di!cjp~ 



Cf!Ar:rlf'>"(~rn'(jti:."Y:"I!'·t!k Romifh CHU~CH. 221 
nun~~ry,i"!J''at'multit?~of ~it>Us perfons weree EM'i 
ambltIOUs to dwell 111',lts neighbourhood and XVU., 

fth "'" nfl;n· , SECT.H. that a great part oe. Jaen!;~-penttenf.r, or felf- PUT I. 

tormentors, of both fexes, built huts without its 
precintts; where they imitated the manners of 
thofe aufl:ere and gloomy fanatics, who, in the 
fourth and fifth centuries, retired into the wild 
and uncultivated places of Syria and Egypt, and 
were commonly called, 'The Rzthers of the Drfart. 
The end which thefe Penitents had in view was, 
by lilence, hunger, thirO:, prayer, bodily labour, 

difcipli'l(~, the manners of its virgins, and the incidents and 
tran[ac.ti"ns that have happened bl'tw('en them and the hoI", 
ncighboilrhood of Janfcnills, are dcfCribed aad rcb.t~d by:m
othlT fet of writer:>; [c't l1fmlOira p'lur f'l"'Vir // i'Hifloirr II'!! 
J'o1"t-Roral, et a fa Vie de M.1l!.IE ANGf.L!CZUE D'AR~AliD. 
puhlifhed at Utrecht in 5 vok Xvo, in the Yl~ar 1742.-Vi"s 
i!:lmjlwtfl et t:dj/umles rln ,.t'ligitl~(i:s de Port-RfJ)"d, .1 rte flll
jim,-s perjontlf.r qui lellr /toitnl a/larD,,,. Th~n~ arc a1n:1I'\Y lour, 
""!llmcR of thi~ work pub!;{/tul, of w:lich the lidl ape".m::d at 
Utrecht in the ye,:r 1750, ill 8"0, ilnd it mufl be acknCiwkd1,cd. 
that they all contain ["veral <l1I1:l.dotes and I\'ccnh that :lrl in
lcrdting and curious.-l'or an accoullt of Ih" fupprdIionand 
aj,',llition of this convent, fee the lkIemoin's fill' 101 titjlrudiurl de 
/' ,It-lilye de Port-Rr,),'" de" ('!uo,,!';, publifllcJ ill 8,,,, ill 1711_ 

H We are not much mi!bhn, 0111 tltd" hiitol'jl'S ~lld l"ehtioH~ 
Lave been much lefs [erviceable to the rel'lItit[iOIl of this falT\dll~ 
',HiVClit than the Jallfelliil P"lty are willing to think. Wheu 
WI' view ARNAUD, TILLEMOST, NICOLI", Lh MAITRE, anti 
!l'L olher authorg of Port.Roya/, in their karned I'I"Oductiell6, 
Ilh)" tllen appear truly great; bllt, when wc lay a/ide their 
\\'urks, alld, taking up thefe hill:orics of Port-Royal, fee thek 
Rrt ;\t men in private life, in the conflant prattico: of that au
lint difcipline of which the JanfclJilts hoaR fo foolin'l)", thl"V 
ill<.ktd thcn {hrink alm{Jil to w)thi,,1';, appear in the conternj1t
i\Ac light of fanatics, and fet:m totally nnworthy of the: fanl\: 
tlwa.have acquired. When we read the Difcoutjcs that I "_\ ,~c 
1.[ 1I1,1./T·ln, commonly call",l SACY, pJ"Onounccd at the ':''',', 
t(jiClher with his other ilwcnious produCtioll., WI: cannot rduk 
h~ the llpplallfe that is -due to fuch an elegant ar.d accolU
p!l/hed writer; . hut wl~i:l1 we I.jth this polite aU,t!H.l1" a: 
j Qrt-Royd, lIll xed wIth labou nd r~apers, ;tau wIth th~ 
{p.1de or the fickle in his hand, , .' hen ccrtainlynnkcs a l:O

~icaJ figure, . and call fcarcdy be looktd U10 I as pcrfdHy 
nght in his h~ild. 

watchings, 



~'11, )f,T. ,!atc~in$!' forrow, and ... ~ ,volt1Jlta1Y afi, of 
!J ~tI'n felf-deru3.1, to efface the g,.:tilt, and remove. the 
l'A8.T~ I: pollution the foul had derived from natural cor
......... \ .... ' ruptions. or evil habits [fJ. They did not, 

however, aU obferve the fame difcipline" or follow 
We fame kind of application and labour. The 
more learned Ccullumed their £lren~th in compar
ing laborious produilions filled with facred and 
profane erudition, and fome of thefe have, no 
doubt, deferved well of the republic of letters: 
Others were employed in teaching youth the rudi
ments of language and the principles of fdence ; 
but the far greatefi part exhaulled both the health 
of their bodies and the vigour of their minds in 
fervile indufiry and rural labour; and thus pined 
away by a flow kind of death. \Vhat is fingu
larly furprifing is that many of thefe voluntary 
viffiins of an inhuman piety were perfons illu
firious both by their birth and £lations,· who 
after having difiinguifhed themfelves in dvil or 
military employments, debafed themfelves fo far 
in this penitential retreat, as to aifume the cha
Taaer, offices, and labour of the lowell fervants. 

This celebrated retreat of the devout and au
ftere Janfeniils was fubjeB: to many viciffitudes 
during the whole courfe of this century: at one 
time it flourifhed in unrivalled glory; at another 
it feemed eclipfed, and on the brink of ruin. At 
lengtn, however, the period of its total extinc
tion approached. The nuns obfiinai:ely refufed 

U] Among the -firfl: and moll eminent of thefe penitentll 
was IUAC LE MAITRE, a celebrated lawyer at Paris, wQ.gw 
eloquence had procured him a {hirong reputation, and w!o, 
iii the yeaT r637, retired to Port-Royal to make expiation for 
his {ins. The retreat of this eminent man raifed new enemies 
to the a\Jbot of ST. CvaAN. See the MrozoirellQur /' KtI.;,.~ 
til Port-Roytll, tom. i. P.~. The example 0 LE M.uTll~ 
was fonowed by a vall: n perfons of all ranks, aDd. 
.~ng thefe, by fome pm of the higheft diftinCUon. Sec 
r", tin &/izieu/u a, Port-RfIll'!, tom. i. p. 141.' .' 

~O 
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to fublciibec'tlie(h,Claratioo. C?f Pope ALEXKNDER C IN .... 

VII., that has .~eep.. fo often mentioned; on .the s £XcY;~ri 
other hand, theIr convent and rule of difcipline PAR T !. 
was coJifidered as' detrimental to the interefis of . 
the kingdom, and a difhonour to fome of the 
firf\: families in France; hence LEWIS XIV., in 
the year 1709, fet on by the violent counfels of 
the Jefuits, ordered the convent of Port-Royal to 
be demoliihed, the whole building to be levelled 
with the ground, and the nuns to be removed to 
Paris.· And, left· there fhould ftill remain fome 
fee ret fuel to nourilh' the flame of fuperfiition in 
that place, he ordered the very carcaffes of the 
nuns and devout Janfenifts to be dug up and 
buried elfewhere.' 

XL VIII. The other controverfies that dillurb- Tile COft. 

ed the tranquillity of the church of Rome, were ~:Yc·.~~ing 
but light blafts when compared with this violent ~he ~_Q<". 
hurricane. The old debate between the Francif- ,7:; .r:z
cans and Dominicans, concerning the Immaculate ~;!~. 
Conception of the Virgin MARY, which was main:-
tained by the former, and denied by the latter, 
gave much trouble and perplexity to the Roman 
pontifs, and more efpecially to PAUL V., GRE-

GOR Y XV., and ALEXANDER VII. The kingdom 
of Spain was thrown into fuch combul1:ion, and 
fo miferably divided into faCtions by this contro-
verfy, about the beginning of this century, that 
folemn embaffies were fent to Rome, both by 
PHILIP III. and his fucceifor, with a view to en-
gage the Rnman pontif to determine the queftion, 
or, at any rate, to put an end to the contefi by 
a ~blic bull. But, notwithftanding the weighty 
folicitations of there monarchs, the oracle of· 
Rl)me pronounced nothing but ambiguous words, 
and its high priefis prudently avoided coming to 
a plain and pofitive dec.on of the matter in 
queftion. For if they were awed, on the o?,e 
hllnd, by the warm remonftrancc~ of the Spandh 

Q. j. cO\lrt, 
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P:V~.T. c~urt" whjch favoure~ ,~9~Jl~9lcIlf .. oLth~,Fra~ 
S,,'CT. IT. clfcans,. they were reftnuned, on the other, by 
'41l'T I. the credit and influence of (he Dominicans. Sq 
..--- that~ afttr the moil carne{\: entreaties and impor. 

tunities, all that could be obtained from the 
pontif, by the court of Spain, was a declaration, 
intimatin~, that the opinion of the Francifcans 
had a higll degree of probability on its fide, and 
forbidding the Dominicans to oppofe it in a pub. 
lie manner; .but this declaration was accompanied 
with another [gJ, by which th~ Francifcans were 
prohibited, in their turn, from treating as erro
neous the doClrine of the Dominicans. This pa
dfic accommodation of matters would have been 

,highly laudable in a prince or civil magiftrate, 
who, unacquainted "jrh theological queftions of 
{ucb an abfhufe nature, preferred the tranquillity 
of his, people to the dikufIion of fuch an intricate 
and unimportant point; but whether it was ho-

[gJ St'e FRID. ULR. GII,LIXTI lliJIorifl Iml'ltJ(u/rJt£ Cona}
tionis B. Pir,girliJ'IvL'l.Rt!E, publiflled at ],":"'1/(/(lt in 4,W, in the 
year 1696.-HoRNnFcKlI Comm. ad B;:i!, nli lTRIl"j'Nl VIII., 
(Je diel,us Ib~is. p. 25o.-LAu!IIOII l'rd'/criptiunr,' de Conerp!" 
rirginil MARL'b, tom. i. 1" i. opel". p. 5}.-Long ,after, this 
period,' CLEM ENT XI. went a Hep furt.hlT, and <:l'pt,inted, in 
tht' year l708, a fdti"al to he cdchrated, ilJ l!oJlonr of the Im-
171llw/r!te COffception ~f flYe rirgi~ j'vIAI!. Y, throughout tbe Rondh 
church. See th~ A{emoil'u de "lrt"vllu:" for the yt'~r 170<). ar~. 
xxxvii. p. 514' But the Dnminicam. uHtillntcly deny that the 
obligl!tion of th;~ Jaw extcnd$ to 1 h.'m, and perlin in main. 
tain~ng their ancient dOEtrilll',' thotigl1 with morc moddly and 
circumfpeCl;ion'than they furmerly <:\i[covcr~d in this debate. 
And when we conJicicr that this UoCl rine of th"irR has never 
been exprefsly collll.emned hy any rope, llnd that they an;! not 
in the ll"aft J11oJdh'd, \lor eV('ll ecnfured, for refilling' to c~"
br.tte the f<lli\'at "bovemeMioned, it appears ev[ttently, :R'IIm 
a~ thi:l, tl;~t. the .terms of the papal'edi"l arc to be underflootl 
WIth certain n:lhiHiollS, ilnd inteTrdcd in a mild ilnd indul. 
gent m:ulIwr; a:~d thut the f:~·r.it of, this edid -is n<,lt. c.oDtrllry 
~.ithe tt~nor . of the former dal1ltloR8 o~ !he pontlfs on tillS 
h1!ail. Stt'LAMnID1JSPIU"T IUS (a fi~btlouS nlime affumed. 
pythe lIuthor MURATP1lI) D(illgmiorum modrraJ;one, jf' relizi. 
,,,,,j.t ne;,oiio, p. H 4-

. nourable 
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nourable'{otbe' R~'~~ontif, 'who boaRs of a 'c tNT. 

Divine riglit to dedde'a:ll r~g~ous. controverfies, S F.~v;~:IT: 
and pretends to a degree of lIl!fpuatlOn that places PH T I. 
him beyond the poffibility of erring, we leave to 
the confideration of thnfe who have his glory at 
heart. 

XLIX. The controverfies with the Myftics ~ietirm, 
were now renewed, and that fect, wtich in for-~~o!~fi~
mer times en]· oyed fuch a high degree of reputa- oCCJf,o""d • . by the dOQ-

tion ~nd authdor~ty, lwads t~ea~edh with thfte gdr~ateft ~~i::" 
feventy, an mvo vc m t e deepe lfttefs 
towards the conclufion of this c~ntur}'. 'l'hi& 
unhappy change in their affairs was principally 
occafioned by the fanaticifm and imprud:;mce of 
MICHAEL DE MOLINOS, a Spanifh prieft, who re. 
f:dcd at Rome, and the fame of whofe ardent piety 
and devotion procured him a confiderable num-
ber of difeiples of both fexes. Abook publifhed 
at Rome, in the year 168 I, by this eeclefiaftic, 
under the title of the Spiritual Guide, alarmed the 
dodors of the church [h J. This book contained, 
hcfidcs the ufual precepts and infl:itutions of My-
Hie theology, feveral notions relating to a JpiTi. 
lual and contemplative life, that feelUed to revive 

[hJ This book, which was compofed in Spanilh, and pub
hilled, for the fidl: time, ill the year 1675, was honoured with 
tilt' avprobation and encomiums of many eminent and refpeCl:
able perfonages. It was publifhed in Italian ill feveral places, 
and at length at Rome, ill 1681. It was afterwards tranllated , 
into French, Dutch, and Latin, and palfed through fevetal 
nlitions in France, Italy, )lnd /folland. The Latin tran{!ation, 
which bears ,the title of Mantlduflio Spirituali:, was publilhed 
at Halle, in the year 1687, in 8vo, hr FRANK. Th~:e iaan
oth(ll" work of MOLINOS, compofed 111 the fame fpmt, Crm
L'c'/·nillg the daily celebratirm of .the C0'!ll1lunion,. which was alfq, 
condemned. See the Recue:! de dlverfU pleUS contn"naflt II! 
~,!ieliJmut lei ~lietfllCl, ou MOLINosfaftnlimms d/urIi}:ipla, 
JlUhlilhed in 8vQ at AmJhrdam, in the year 1688, in wll1c~ the. 
reader will find aF~nch tranllatiob of the Spiritual Guiik, toge
ther with a cWledioll of Letters on various fubjecb, written by 
,MOLINOS. ' ,c 

the 



rblli~ .. dr*~'" .... ;J,!f·. • , •. ,",' "'i,!*1:~"~,;* .. . ~;~~\ 
~ivl.1'· thepenl~OU~. ~d Wf~~~.;9f.~~,:,~~ 
~ .• ~t~ II . .w ~open a door to'_~:~9rts·Of ditrolu~n and.b~ 
. P'jIo .. T I:~en~o.ur~ r~e prmqples C?f MOLlNO~, whICh 

have. ,been very differen,tly mterpreted by his 
friends and enemies, amount to this: "That the 
ce" whole df religion confifts in the perfect caim. 
,tC and tranquillity of a mind. reI~:lOved from all 
" external and finite things, and centered in God, 
-" and in fuch a pure/ave of the Supreme Being, 
~, as i~ indept:o,dellt on, all profpeCl:. of illtereft or 
" reward;" or, to exprefs the doB:rine of this 
Myfiic in othel words, "The foul, in the pur • 
.. , fuit of the jupreme good, muft retire from the 
~, reports and gratifications of fenfe, and, in ge. 
4' neral, frOID all corporeal objeB:s, and, impo • 
. ~, fing filence upon all the motions of the under. 
" ftanding and will, muft be (lb.forb~d in the 
"Deity." Hel,lce the denomination of l<Eictijls, 
was given to tne followers of MOLINOS; though 
that of M.yftics, which was their vulgar tit)e~ 
was more applicable, and expreffed with more 
ptopriety their fanatiCal fyflem. For the doc
mne of MOLINOS had no other circumftance of 
n:ovelty attending it, than the lingular and unu[ual 
terms he employed in unfolding his notions, and 
the ingenuity he difcovered in digefting what the 
~cient Myfi,ics had thrown out in the mof!: can· 
fwed and incohere:q.t jargon, into fomething that 
100k~d like ~ fyfiem. The jefuit8, and other 
z~lous votaries of Rome, foon perceived that the 
fiftem of MO,LINOS was. a tacit cenfure of the Rp. 
smlli church, as having departed from the fpirh 
pf true religion, by placing the effence of pie~y i~ 
~.· .... Lteernal works, ~~d in the perf~un.ance of a ctr~ 
.~ round of rites and .ceremQ..wes. But tPe 
.-rmeft, opponents MOLINqs met with was fr~)11~ 
~French amb~ck>r (iJ at i?onw, wJ:1o raifed a 

[iJ Cardinal D'E!ItEE S.: 



.. 
maH ~O~' per{oc~on' agai;n~ him. This made c til', 
many unagtDet that It 'Was,'not the theological fy. Sse., tIL 
{[em of MOLINOS alone, that had inflamed the P:u; t,: 

refentment of that minilrer,but that fome confi. --
derations of a political nature had been blended 
w:ith this famous controverfy, and that the Spa-
rulh Mylbc had oppofed the de1igns and negod. 
ations of the French monarch at the court of 
Rome. However that may have been, MOLINOS, 

unable to refift the fiorm, and abandoned by 
thofe from whom he chiefly expe&ed ftroCour, 
yielded to it, in the year 1685, when, notWith. 
ftanding the number, rank, and credit of his 
friends at Rom~, and the particular marks of fa. 
vour he had received from the Roman pontif [k], 
he was caft into prifon. Two years after this, 
he was obliged to renounce, in a public manner, 
the errors of which he was accufed, and this fo-
lemn recantation was followed bv a fentence of 
perpetual imprifonment, from which he was, in 
an advanced age, delivered by death, in the year 
1696 [lJ. The candid and impartial will be ob-
liged to acknowledge, that the opinions and ex-
preffions of this enthufiaft were perfidioufly mifre
prefented and perverted by the Jefuits and others, 
whofe interefi: it was that he lhould be put out of 
the way, and excluded from every thing but con· 
templation and repofe; and it is moft certain, 
~hat this doCtrine was charged with confequencea 

[1] INNOCENT XI. 
[I] He was born in the diocefe of Saraxrffo. in the ~ 

16~7; fee B4b1i,Dth. Janfttlff/e, p. 469.-For an account of thi.a 
controvc:rfy, fee the Narrat;'fJc of tin Proeecdin,rr 0/ the Conlrr;. 
~,erfy cOfIcer1liflK ~uirlifm. which is fubjoined to the Ge~ 
tranflation of BORwn's Travels.-As alfo AnoLDI Hi/kri/l 
l;cclef. t:t Hndic. tom. iii. c. xvii. P.J76.-JAEGUI biJlbr. 
Eeeler. et folit. Szcu1i xvii. Dece,nn. ill. p. 26'"7PloES~~' 
D' A:RGEHT 1tI, . CiJlle8;o juaicfortlm' tie t1tivu t"oribIlJ, to~. 1Il. 
p. ii. p. 3,7, where lUay' be' {em the, papal ediets relatlllg to, 
this controverfy. ' ',' 

, , whic~ 
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C&~.T" wJ'lich he neither approve<! ,nor evm;appre1terlded., 
h1C7. u. But, 01]. the other hand" It.mufraJfo be confded, 
Plo}" J. that the fyftem of MOLINOS wa:s chargeable with. 

, th~gfeateft part of the reproaches that are juftly 
thrown upon the M yftics, and favoured much the 
il~Q£ions and follies of thofe fanatics, who would 
mue the crude vifions of their difordered fancies 
p¥"s for Diville revelations [m J. 

f'ollowers.,L. It would h~ve been truly furprifing had a 
_Molino.. fyftem of piety, that was fo adapted to feduce the 

indolent mind, to captivate the warm imagina
tion, and to melt the tender heart, been def1:itute 
of votaries and followers. But this was by no 
means the cafe. In Italy, Spain, France, and the 
Netherlands, MOLINOS had a confiderable number 
of difciples, and, befidcs the reafons we have now 
hinted, another circumfiance mull have contri
b~ted much to multiply his votaries; for, in all 
parts of the RomHh dominion, there were num
bers of pcrfons, who had fenfe and knowledge 
enough to perceive, that the whole of religion 
coulll not confill in external rites and bodily mor
tifications, but too little to direCt themfelves in 
religious matters, or to fubllitute what was right 
in the place of what they knew to be wrong; and 
hence it was natural enough for them to follow 
the firfl: plaufible guide that was offered to them. 
But the church of Rome, apprehenfive of the con
f~quences of. this M yfiic theology, left no me .. 
thod, unemployed thilt could contribute to fiop its 
progtefs; and, by the force of promifings and 
threatenings, of feverity and mildnefs properly 
applied, ftifled in the birth the commotions and 
.c~~ges it feemed adapted to excite. The death 
.f:l MouNos contributed alfo to ',lifpel the anxiety 

'( .. rAil that can be ~d in defence of MOLINOS baa 
bef1l gatbcre~.togethcr by W'Jl'M4Iul~a. m his Hijlor. E"ih 

JiijI.&er.. xvu. p.55S • . ,,' i>f 
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of the' RomHh dottot" s, fmee' his, difCiples' and C J! N .ol, 

d ' , ~~. 
followers feemet00 ,inconfiderable to deferve any Sf. C T.ft 
notice. Among thefe are generally reckdned 1' .... , L 
Cardinal PETRUCCI, FRANCIS DE LA COMllE, a 
Barnabite friar~ the fpiritual director of Madame 
GUYON (who thall be mentiQQ.ed more particui 
larly), FRANCIS MALAVALLE, BERNIERF. DE 

LOUVIGNI, and others of lefs note. Thefe enthu~ 
fiaits, as is common iun~ng the Myftics, differ 
from MOLINOS in feveral points, and are alfo di. 
vided among themfelves; this diverfity\s, how-
rver, rather nominal than real; and, if we confi.t 
der the true fignification of the terms by which 
they exprc[., thdr refpeCl:ive notions, .e !hall fiIfd 
that they all fet out hom the fame principles, and 
tend to the fame cOIflufions [n J. 

LI. One of the principal patrons and plopa •. The caf. or 
Rators of fi!.yictifm in France waR 1\1 A RIE BOUVl- ~'~i~;'~nj 
IRES DE LA MOTHE GUYON, a woman of fafhion, Fca,lao. 

remarkable for the goodnefs of her heart and the 
regularity of her manllFTS, but of an inconftant and 
unfettlcd temper, and fubjeCl to be drawn away 
by the leduttion of a warrp and unbridled fancy. 
This female apoftle of Myfiicifm derived all her 
ideas of religion from the feelings of her own 
heart [0], and defcribed its nature to others ac-

cording 

[n] The writings or' thefe fanatics are enumerated and 
Ihatply criticiled by COLONIA, in the J!JiUiQthrque !:?gietjjle 
{\"'llich he has fubjoincd to his Bibliotheque :JoI1Jmi!ft}. p.' 
4~5-4g8.-See aleo Gon. ARNOLDI HiJloria ft jl,jeriJ>'io 
'Theolngite ftfyjliu!, p. 364, & POIRET'S BibliofJ..eco lrlyjlicorllm, ' 
publifhed at Amj!:miam, in 8vo, in 1708. 

(0] Madame GUYON wrote her own life and fpicituol ad .. 
ventures in French, aJ;Ul publilhed them in the year 17l~{ 
Her wrjtin~s, '\vhich 'abound with c:hildifh allegorie~ and mvf· 
tic ejapuatJons, have beep tranllated into Gennan. Her 
principal production was La Bibl. dc Mad. GVYON, Q'/JCc tI? 
exf'icatiuns et rtjlel'liofU gu; nga'rdt1ll fa 'Vit interieun. Thll' 
IJtlJk 'With Ann(JttstiDfU relatinz'iri Ihe hidd61Z or interno/ 'ift. ,MIl: 
ptlblilbed in the year 1715', " Amjlerddm, under the nante 0( 
Cologn, in.twent:y volumell in 8vot whi~h abundantly difcovel". 

_ the 



wP· n, HIS+6.\r···" 1it1l6ttdll' CM1ad!r: 
CJ M. T. m~f1g at fite . felt it ~erfdf~ a mann;t of prd. 

"CT. II. eeeding of all others the mOft uncertam and de. 
!:'" T 1. lu1i'te. And accordingly, her religious fenti-

menu made a great noife in the year 1687, and 
gav~ offence to many. Hence, after they had 
&een accurately aond attentively examined by fe
.eral men of eminent piety and learning, they 
were, at length, pronounced erroneous and un
found, and, in the year 1697, were profeifedly 
co'nfuted by the celebrated BOSSUET. This gave 
,rife to a,controverfy of {lill greater moment, be
tween the prelate lall: mentioned and FRANCIS 

SALI'GNAC DE FENELON, archbifhop of Cambray, 
whofe fublit1e virtue and fuperior genius were 
beheld with veneration in all the countries of Eu
rope. Of thefe two difputaNs, who, in point of 
eloquence, were avowedly without either fuperiors 
or equals in France, the latter feemed difpofed to 
':favour the religious fyftem of Madame GUYON. 

FlOr when BOSSUET defired his approbation of the 
book he had compofed, illtanfwer to the fenti
rt).ents of that female Myftic, FENELON not only 
refufed it, but openly declared that this pious 
woman had been treated with great partiality and 
injuftioe, and that the cenfures of her adverfary 
w.ere unmerited and groundlcfs. Nor did the 
warm imagination of this amiable prelate permit 
him to {top here, where the diaates of prudence 
ought to havefet bounds to"'his zeal; for, in the 
year 1691, he publifhed a book [pJ, in which he 
a4Qpted feveral of the tenets of Madame GUYON, 

and more efpecially that faveurite dOCl:rine. of the 
Myftic$, which teaches, that the love' of the Su
~e Being mult' be pure and difinterefted; that 

tJ'~ illl~.tion.lld lhallowj~gtpent()fcthi • .feuudE! IllY!
,~ee .a. further acciJWJt. o£ ber In the Letws of· Miul. 4e . 
~ •• 'NO)l. tom. i. P.,:Z+9' tom. ii. P·45. +7, 49. 51''
l>,l'l~ ~ was entitJed.;;.pliftUit.IrJ ~M"~i,!" tks Sm* 
If.!4:-! UIh,.,.,.,. It halJb~l1'tranIlat4d)Dto LaUl:l.:, ". r, i6 ' IS,. 
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is, exempt fre1l1 all. views ?f illtereil: and all hope c ! N T. 
of reward Lq J.. This dofume FENELON explained fIi~T~'f. 
w,ith a pathetIc eloquence, and confirmed it by P,H T I:' 

the authority of many of the moft eminent and • 
pious among the Romifu doCl:ors. BOSSUET'I 
whofe leading pallion was ambition, and who be-
held with anxiety the riling fame and eminent ta.:. 
lents of FENELON as an obfl:acle to his glory, was 
highly exafperated by this oppofition, and left nd 
method unemployed which artifice and jealoufy 
could fuggefi, to mortify a rival whofe illuftrious 
merit had rendered fo formidable. For thi&. pur. 
pore, ,he threw himfelf at the feet of LEWIS XIV •• 
implored the fuccours of the R6man pontif, andf 
by his importunities and il:ratagems, obtained, at' 
length, the condemnation of FENELON'S book. 
This condemnation was pronounced in the yeal" 
1699, by INNOCENT XII., who, in a public brief~ 
declared that book unfound in general; and· 
branded with more peculiar marks of difapproba ... 
tion twenty-three propofitions, fpecified by the 
Congregation that had been appointed to examine 
it. The book, however, was condemneA.i alone, 
without any mention of the author; and the con .. 

o::i" [q] This doctrine of the M yftica has thus far a {Olmbo 
lion in reafon and ph.ilofophy, that the moral perfections of th¢ 
Deity are, in themfelves, intri'!fically amiable; and that their 
'.,eel/met is as much adapted to excite our eftecm and love, . ali 
the experience of their bez,reficent eflecls in promoting our·· 
wdl heing, is to cnflame our gratitude. The eITar, thercfot~ 
of the Myftics lay ill their drawing extravagant conclulioll8 
from a right principle, and in their requiring in ,their folloWMI 
a perpetual abfiractioD and feparation of ideas which are inti. 
~~tely connected, and, as it were, blendcd to~~r. filch as/;",· 
Imly and perftfliQ~; for though th~fe two are mfepF'blem~ 
faa. yet the Myftics, from a fantaftlc pretenfion to dd'interei\. 
eduefs, would [epardte them riO'ht or t'lTong. and turned their 
whole attention to the latter. b In their views alfo of the fu.· 
preme Being. they overlooked the impo:rtant .relatiOns ht' beal'l 
to us as bcnifa8or- and f'e<Warrkr. rela~ionli· that give ri&t t.o 
n~hle feutimeota and important.· ¢uties. and confined tltCir 
-lews to hie fupreme helllllj.<e,,","lJ&t, and p,ifeOHn. . 

dud 



~3t '!'hllhiIt.y '",. jje;1toibifli,atmllc~ 
O,B'.N T; du(.l:,:Of.J.(£~ON on 'this OCe.UlOri ;wasv.ety re· 
.,'ft."\r Qlarka1)le., He' declared publicly his enti.'e ac" 
~ A&; 1.' quiefcence in the fentence by which his book had 

been condemned, and not only read that lentence 
tp his people in the pulpit at Cambray, but ex
b,Prted them to refpett and obey the papal de
cree [r J.' This fiep was differently interpreted 
b,y different perfons, according to their notions 
,of this great man, or their refpeCl:ive ways of 
,thinking. Some confidered it as an infiance of 
true ma~n.imity, as the mark of a meek and 
gentle fpuit, that preferred the peace of the church 

'to every private view of interell: or glory, Others, 
l~fs charitable, looled upon this fubmiilive condua 
as ,ignoble and pufillanimous, as denoting mani
f«;:fttya want of integrity, inafrnuch as it fuppofed~ 
that the prelate in queftion condemned with his 
lips what in his heart he believed to be true. One 
tbiqg ind~~d feerns generally agreed on, and that 
ii, that FENELON perfifted, to the end of his days, 
ia the' fentiments which, in obedien2e to the or
<kr of the pope, he retracted and condemned in a 
public manner. 

1.a Peyrere, LII. Befides thefe controverfies, which derived 
White, h" h' 11 f h' fI d Sfondr.tj~ ~. eu Importance C leny rom t e In. uence an 
IIIId Born, r.eputation· of the difputants, and thus became 

productive of, great tumults and divifions in the 
church, there were others excited by feveral in
novators, whofe new and fingular opinions were 
followed with troubles, though of a Iefs momen· 

'(r] An imp'e and impartial account of this controverfy has 
~. given by 'I'oussAINTS DU PI..ESSIS, a Benedictine, in 
hi8~ Hfl/Dire tk t>l!z'iifi de MEA'UX, livr. v. tom, i. p. 485-P 3-
~~AMlIAT, in hi. Lifr fJjFENEl..ON, written in French, and 
,ti,blilhed at the Hagut in .the year 1723, iii lefs impartial; but 
18 neVer~be1er. ~Ot:thI jl(J)eing confulted on .~his fubject. See 
VbLT41U, S~cktle LbulS XIV., tom. 11. p. 30I.-The 
~lic .. aas ahdedifrs rdating to this controverfy have been 
C~tted by Du ,PLESSIS ~~qF'~:rRli. in his CoUefl;o judl&itl-
..... '" "O~II errQf'lbw, tom. l~p. 1I. p. 402 , 

zz' toUS 
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taus and permantmt nat'-1r'e. S~ch was theftTange' e lLN' 1\ 
doctrine of lSA_~c .LA P~Y1tERE, who, in two s J.~v.:~It. 
fmall treatifes, pubhfhed ln the year 1655, main~ P.\ II. T iii 
tained, that it is the origin of the J ewifu nation, 
and not of the human race, that we find recorded 
in the books of MOSES, and that our globe was 
inhabited by many nations before ADAM, whom 
he confidered as the father of, the Jews. Though 
PEYRERE was a prote!tant when he puhlifhed this 
opinion, yet the dodorsof the Romifu church 
looked upon thClilfelves ~:obliged to punifu an 
.;rror that feemeRo !trike at the foundation of 
all Revealed Religion; and therefore, in the year 
1656, had him feized at Br1f!fels, and c.a{~ into 
prifon, where, to efcape the flames, he publicly 
renounced his erroneous fy!tem, and, to make a. 
full expiation for it, embraced the popifh reli. 
gion [s J. 

THOMAS WHITE, known at different times,. 
and in diiferent countrie$, by the names of AL
BIUS, ANGLUS, CANDIDUS, BIANCHI [tJ, which 
he afTumed fucceffively, made a confiderable 
figure, about the middle of this century, in Eng
land, Portugal, France, and the Nttherlands, by 
the number and fubtilty of his philofophical pro
duCtions; but he alfo incurred the difplcafureof 
many of the doCtors of his communion, on ac .. 
count of the novelty and fingularity of his opi
nions. He was undoubtedly a man of ge~ius 
and penetration; but, being a paffionate admirer 

[IJ BAYLE'S D;{fionary at the article PEYREu.-ARNOLDI 
Hi/lol-. Ecck]. tt H~ret. tom. iii. P.7o.-Mt1l(Jgianll, publiih
ed by DE LA MONNon, tom. ii. p. 40. 

a [tJ All thefe denomilltltions ..... ere relative to his true 
name, which was WHITE. This Ilian was a peculiar favour
ite of Sir KEN ELM DIGBY'S. and mentiWUl. him with /ingul~ 
veneratiQn in his philofophical writings. See more of tillS 

y.r H lTE in WOOD'S Athente O~Qn. 2d edi~. vol. ii. p. 6fis, and 
UL the Biozraph. Brit. Article GIiANVIL. vol. iv. p. 2206. ' 

of 



... ' 0 i~'KdT'ft~",,~' ••• rawi_; 
~ ... T. of the PerlpttWt pnilc)fophy, tiev~'t()~.i •• ~::'n. ploy it in 0 the expticatiOhof fome of the peculiar 
P«t,. 1; doCtrines of the Romith church •. This bold at. 
- " tenipt led him imperceptibly out of the beaten 

told of popery; opened to him. 'new views of 
'dUngs, .and made him adopt notions that had 
n~cr been heard of in the church of Rome; and 
hence his books were prohibited and condemned 
in feverat' places, and particularly at Rome by the 
Crmgregaiio1t of the Index. This, innovator is faid 
to have died in Englafrd, his '.ve country, and 
to have left a fea: behind him.at embraced his 
dottrine, but, in procefs of time, fell into obli .. 
vion [uJ. 0 

His peculiarities, however, were nothing, in 
companfon with the romantic notions of JOSEPH 

fRANCIS BORRI, a Milanefe knight, eminent for 
his knowledge of chymiftry and phyfic; but who, 
at the fame time, appears to have been rather a 
~dman than a heretic. The· fancies broached 
by'this man, concerning ~he VIRGIN MARY, t~e 

- HOLY GHOS", the ereaion of a new celeftlal 
kingdom, of which he himfe\f was to be the 
fonnder, and the downfal of the Roman pontif, 
~e fo extravagant, childifh, and abfurd, that no 
Jbbet perfon can ~iew them in any other light 
than as the crude reveries of a difordered brain. 
Beftdes, the conduCl: of this fanatic, in feveral 
plates, difc!OV'eted the greateft vanity and le'Vity, 
att~. with that fpirit of impotlure that is· 
=vJfib1e In quo aCks ~l'ld mou.ntebanks; and, 

. ; m the whole of hIS behavIOur, he feemed 
dcMUtate of feuf~, integrity, and prudence. The 
iJlquifitors had fptQdtheir f~res fot BORRI, but 
.h'e luckily efcaped them," and wandered up aRd. 
cloWn ,through a- great part of Europe, giving him-

... tlfj See BA'YL£'~ jjil$'riM'!~ at the ~icie A~Gi.v __ 
"4U:'L1T, r. 1M D£. C;d1'is, tom. ii. p. %4j' •. 

felf 



CaA~':1~7.U;~ ~.R~ffl Cdtn~CH. ~'4tl~ 
[elf ou~ 'f~: a'mJt?erESCTJL.'\Pltrs, and 'pretending C EN T. 
to be lI~1t1ated..mto the mo.ft: ptofou:nd· myfleties s ;cV;!'n., 
of chentlcal fClen,ce',Bot In the year 1672, he PAR T I. 

impnMlently fell mto the clutches Of the Roman 
pontif, who .pro~ounced againft him a fentence 
of perpetual llUpnfonmc;nt [w J. 

The lalt innovarott- we fhall here mention is 
COELESTINE SllONDRA TI, who, huin<r formed the 
dclig-n of terminating the difputes cOIi.~erning pre
ddl:inatio;l, by new explications of that dachinc', 
wrote a book upon that knotty fubieCl, which 
threw"into combuf!:ion; in the year 1696, a con
Jiucrahle part of the Romifu church; fince it W:tS, 

ill rome thjl~gS, abreeable to none of the cOlHend
ing parties, and neither fatisfied entirdy the .Ie
fuits nor their adverfaries. Five Vrench bifhops, 
of great credit at the court of Rome, accuied the 
author, Ilotwithfbll(ling the high rank of cardinal 
tll which he had been raifeu 0:1 aCCClunt of hi8 
l'xtlufive learninl!;, of vari011s errors, and mort! 
di)cciaily of haviIlg departed from the fentill1l"l1t§ 
;md dot-hine of AUGUSTINE. Thi3 accufatioll 
was brought before INNocl:wr XII., ill the year 
I G96, but the conte[l: it feemed at!:tpted to cxciw 
\\'JS nipt in the bud. The pontif <1ppcafed, ~~r 
T<lther put oft~ the French prelates, ,vith a fair 
promife that he woukl appoint a congt:cgation to 
u;amine the cardinal's dOCtrine, aIll!. then pro
HOUllce fcntence accordingly; but he forgot his 
prcmife, imitated the prudent conducrof hi.~pre
dt:ce!{()rs on like occa!i<ms, ;md did nutventure 
to give a final decifion to this intri~atc and kUQuy 
controverfy [x J. . 

LUI. 'i.-here 

[w] There is a very interell:ing artfcle in»-Ay~.E:'s j)inio~~ 
ary reh:tiilg t(T 11nRR r, in ~ilich' all the·· e%tllwagancics of 
that wrong-headed man aFt' cUl~ouQy .rda.ted.' See aJJo AR-
IIOLD, (oe. ,cil. ~ iii. c: xviij.'p~ 193~ .. " 

[x J rhlsoook, which ~\"as puolilhed at ROIM III -lto, In the 
VOL. V. R year 
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Canoniza· 
doni. 

'rho ~tSTOII..y'rf the R,001Hhi ~ll~'l 
,LIlI. There wa~,fcarcdy any change introduced 

into the ritual of the R.omHh churcIi during thil> 
century, if, we except an edia of URBAN VIU" 
for diminifhing the number, of holidays, Which 
was iffued out in.the year 1643 [y]; we {hall 
therefore conclude this account with a lift of the 
faints added to the Kalendar. by the' Roman pon
tifs during the period now before u~. 

, In the year 1601, CLEMENT VIII. raifed to 
that fpiritual dignity RAYMOND of PENNAFORT, 

the famous compiler of the Decreta/If; in 1608, 
FR.ANCES PONTIANl, a Benedictine nun; and, in 
1610, the eminent and illuftrious CHARLES BOR
ROMEO, billiop of Milan, fo juftIy celebrated for 
his exemplary piety, and almoft unparalleled li. 
berality and beneficence. 

GREGORY XV. conferred, in the year 1622, 

the honour of faintlliip on THERESIA, a native of 
.Avila in Spain, and a nun of the Carmelite Order. 

URBAN VIII., in the year 1623, confl"rred the 
fame ghoftly honours on PHILIP NERI, thefounder 

year 1696, is entitled, Nodru PrlZdd/inaJionis dilfolutus.-The 
Letters of the French biibops, with the anfwer of the Roman 
pontiff are to be found in Du PLESSIS D'ARGENTRE'S Col. 
1e8;o judiciorum de no'/Ju ~rrorihui, tom. iii. p. ii. p. 394. and 
NATAI.IS ALEXANDEB.'S 'Theologia Dogmatica et Moralis, 
p. 877. The Letten of the bilhops are remarkable in this 
refpett, that they contain fllary animadverfions againlt the 
Jefuiu and their difcipline. The prelates exprefs, in the thong. 
eft tenns, their .bhorrence of the doctrine of philofophical /in, 
which has rendered the Jefuita fo defervedly infamous, and their 
dcteftation ~! the ~ethod8 of prPpaJ?ting, Cbriftianity employ. 
ed by the miBionanes of that Order 1n China. Nay. to expref, 
thei.' avemon to the doctrine of SFONDRATI, they fay, that his 
opinions are jiiJJ more errrJrlnJIU and pernicioJls than IJ'IJm thofe 
!if the MoIUJjj!I. The doCtrine of this cardinal has been ac
curately r~nted and compared with that of AUGUSTIN by 
the learned BASNAOE, in his K!fJoire ik I' Eglije. livr. xii. Co iii. 
§ xi. P.713. 

(,) The bulli[ued out by UUI.M VIII., fot' diminilhing 
thellumberof the holidays celeb,rated in the church of R""" 
Ibaf be feea in the NfllI'DIIk BilJi.tlmpe, tom. xv p. 88. 

, Qf 
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of the Order entitled, Father's oj the' Oratory, in C E, N' T. 

Italy; OnIGNAT.IUsL. O¥P.LA., the parent oftheJe- .. XVlI·1I" "E CT. _ 

fuits; and on hIS chiefdlkiple FRANCIS XAVIER PART f. 
the Jefuitical Apofile of the Indians. ' ---

ALEXANDER VII. canonized, i? the. year 1658, 
THOMAS DE VILLANOVA, a Spamlh monk, of the 
Order of St. Augt.iflin; and, in 1665, FRANCIS DE 

SALES, bilhop of Geneva. ' 
CLEMENT X. added to this ghoftly lift, in the 

year 1670, PEDRO DE ALCANTARA, a Francifcan 
monk; and MARTA MAGDALENA PAeTU, a Flo~ 
rcntine nun of the Carmelite Order; and, in the 
year 1671, ROSE, an American Virgin, of the 
third Order of Dominic, and LEWIS BERTRAND, 

a Dominican monk. 
Under the pontificate of INNOCENT XII., faint

fhip was conferred upon CAJETAN of Vicenza, a 
regular clerk of the Order of Theatins, for whom 
that honour had been defigned twenty years be
fore, by CLEMENT X., who died at the time the 
canonization was to have been performed; JOHN 

of Ll'On, a Hermit of St. Augzylin; PASCHAL B,\ y
l.ONIOS, a Francifcan monk of the kingdom of 
Arragon; and JOHN DE DIEtT, a Portuguefe, and 
one of the Order of the Brethren of HoJpitality, all 
of whom had been marked for a place in the Ka
kndar, by ALEXANDER VIII., were fblemnly ca
nonized, in the year 169 I, by INNOCENT XII. [z J. 

[z] The Diplomas of the pontifs, rc1ativc to aU thefe ca
nonizations, may be (cen in JUSTUS FONTAN'1NUS'S Codfll' 
Co'!flitutionum, qual lummi Pifn'ifiW edidfflwt in folemni C,atloni
'Zatione janflorum, p. 260. publithed in folio at Roml', In the 
ye~r 1729, As they cbntain the particular reafons. which oc-

, cafloned the elevation. of t~efe perfo~s to a pla.ce In tht: Ka
lendar, and the peculu~r, kwd of" ment on which each.of the{c 
gh,pftIy promotion8 was foun4,ed, they offer abundant matt~r 
for ref\eB:ion and cenfure to a judicious reader. Nor would It 
~e !ah~r ill em~101.ed to. inquire, without prejudice or par
tiality, ,mto t}u: ~ltIce. ptety, and truth of what tht' popes 
alleg~ in ~efe Dipl~ml1s. as tllf. ,rellf9ns . inducing them to con-
Jer faint1]upoJl the pCrfollS tlll!i'elD mentioned. . 

. , ' R 2' CHAP. 
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Cf"be HISTORY 0/ the GREEK and ORIENTAL 

CHURCHES. 

XVII. • C E N T. I T" H E hifrory of the 'Greek and Eafl:ern 
SEC T. II. . Chrifl:ians, faithfully and accurately com-
I' A a T 1. pofed; would, no doubt, furnifh us with a variety 
Thellatcof of entertaip.ing and ufeful records; but the events 
~b.a~rl:d( that happen, and the tranfaCtions that are carried 

,on in thefe diftant regions, are very rarely tranf
mitted to us genuine and uncorrupted. The fpi
rit of religious party, and the pious frauds it often 
engenders, want of proper., .information, and un-

. diftinguifhing credulity, have introduced a fabu
lous mixture into the accounts we have of the 
flate of the Chriftian religion in the Eafl:; and 
this confideration has engaged us' to treat in a 
moreconcife manner, than would otherwife have 
been expedient, this particular branch of ecclefi
africal hiftory. 
~The Greek church, whore wretched fituation 

was mentioned in the hifi:ory of the preceding 
century, continued, during the prefent one, in 
the fame depl!Jrable {tate of ignorance and decay, 
peftitute of the means of acquiring or promoting 
folid and ufeful knowledge. This account is, 
,however, to be confidered as taken from a gene
ral view of'that church; for feveral of its mem
bers may be alleged as exceptions from this ge
neral character of ignorance, fuperfl:ition, and 
corruption. Among that multitude of Greeks 
:'tvho travel into Sicily, Venice, RQme, England, 
Ho/Jand" and Gcrmany,M carry on tfade in tJieir 
oWJl . country, or fill· honourable and important 
'pofts in the cQurtof the Tudcifh emperor, there 
are 'liUldoubtedly feveral; who are exempt from 
,dUS reproach' of ignorance and ll:upidjty~ of fu-

~ti08 
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perftition and. pro~cy, and who make a figure 
by their opulence and credit [a]. But nothing can 
be mote rooted and invincible than the averflOn 
the Greeks in general difcover to the Latin or 
Romifh church; an averfion which neither pro
mifes nor threatenings, artifice nor violence, have 
been able to conquer, or even to temper or di
minifh, and which has continued inflexible and 
unrelenting amidft the moIl: ze;:alous efforts of the 
Roman pontifs, and the various means employed 
by their numerous miffionaries to gain over this 
people to their communion and jurifdiCl:ion [b J. 

It 

[a] I have been led to there remarks by the complai nts of 
ALl:XANDER HELLADIUS, and others, who fee things iri the 
light in which he has pbct:d them. There is llill extant a book 
publilhed in Latin by this author, in the Far 1714. entitled, 
n,e' pre/ent )late of the Greek Church, in which he throws O'Jt 

Ihe hittereR reproaches upon f~v~ral authors of eminent merit 
~!I(! learning, who have given accounts of that church, and 
maill!ai:ls that his brethren of the Greek communion are much 
more pious, learned, wife, and opulent, than they are com
!;lDnly fqppofed to be. Infread of envying the Greeks fht: 
l,"crit ana felicity which this paneg}-rill fuppo[es them po!feffed 
cr, we ftncerdy wilh them much greater degrees of both. Hut 
l\'C obferve, at the fame time, that, from the very accounts 
r;;\,tn hy HELLADlUS, it would be eafy to pru\'e, that tl,e 
H~fe of the Greeks is not a whit better than it is generally fup
po/cd to be; though it may be granted, that the fame ignor
ance, fuperfrition, and immorality, do not abound alike in all 
place", Dor among all perfons. See what we have n:markeJ on 
this fubjeCl: in the accounts we have given of the Eallern church 
during the fixteenth century. - . 

[bJ The Jefuit TAllILLON has given an ample reiatlon. of 
the numerous MjfJions ill Greece and the other provinces of t1.e 
Ottoman empire, and of the prefent Ilate of thefe Milliolls, in 
his Letter to PONTCHARTRAINE, Sur l'Etatprifent dClll1"!Jlion.r 
lIrs Peres :J~ruites da,u /0 Greee, which is i>ublilhed ill tI e 
NOll'Veaux .Aiemoires del MjfJirm.r de la Campagnu de J1U1, 
tom. i. p. 1125. For an account of the Ilate of the Romilh 
religion in' the iflands of the Arcbipelago, fee the letter of the 
Jcfuit X'\VIER PORTlEll, in the Lel(res edifiantes d curi:ufil 
i,rilu des Mfllioru itrangere.t, tom. x. p. 328. Thefe ac
counts are, it is true, fotn.ewhat embellilhed, in order to 
advance the glory of the Jefuits: I;>l1t the exaggerations 
of thefc millionariea may be ('ailly corrected by the ae-
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C E N T. It is true, indeed,. thatthe.'Latin d08:ofs have 
s E~v~~·II. foun~ed churches in fome of t~e iflands of the 
P A k T 1. Archtpelago; but thefecongregatlOns are poor and 
--- inconfiderable ; nor will either the Greeks or their 

mafters, the Turks, permit the Romifh million. 

The {t"ry 
of Cvril/lu 
Lucar. 

af}eS to extend further their fpiritual jurifdiCl:ion. 
II. Under the pontificate of URBAN VIII., 

great hope:s were entertain,ed of foftening the an· 
tipathy of the Gr~eks againfl the I.atin church [c], 
and of engar;ing them, and the other Chriftians 
of the FaIt, to embrace the communion of Rome, 
and acknowledge the fupremacy and jurifdiaion 
of its pontif. This, was the chief objeCt that ex· 
cited the ambitious zeal and employed the affi· 

Thehnl"'~ ,duolls labour and aC'civit}T of URBAN, who called 
of .11l uniun 
between to his afiiJ1:ance {uch ecclefiaftics as were moft 
!~~ ~~~~ eminent fl)f their acqu;!intance with Greek and 
churches Oriental learninO"-, .a:nd with the tempers, man· 
entirely 0IJIij 

cijrpollcd. ners, and characters of the Chrifi:ians in thofc 
diftant regions, that they migllt ruggdt the {hort. 
ell and mofl: eueCtual method of bringing them 
and their churches under the Roman yoke,.- The 

~0l1nt8 of other w:'iters, who, in OUT times, hSlvc treated this 
branch of ecclel'artieal hiftory. Sec, above all others, R. SI
I\ION'S (undn tho:: fi(\i~iollS name of SANIOSE) Biniotheque 
Critiqul', tom. i. c. X},;ii. p. 3+0. and tfpccially p. 3+6. where 
the author confirms a remarkable f;tft, which we have men
tioned above: UPU!! the authority of URBAN CERRI, 'viz. that 
am:dtl: the general diiJike which the Greeks hem: of the Romilh 
c1mrch, nonc carry thi~ UiOikc to fuell a high degree of anti. 
pathy andaverfioll, as thofe very Creeks who hnve been lc!U. 
eate<! at RrJ1l'lt', or in the other fchoola and feminaries be1cnging 
to its fpiritual jurifdiCtion. lis font (fap Father SIMor;) hi 
Jr~m;rrl (1 crirr cuntre' et Ii 7Tlufire du P'.pe d du Lali,/s. Ges 
P"'~r;ns O";,'II1aux qui 'L'Uellllnll rhez 1I01lS fOllrter.t {'t ah{rol de 
nol,e d .. tdltlitii pour achet~r lin bmifice et tOIJrmentfr /.s mil/ionairn 
"LatiF/!, &c. We have frill mQre l"Ccent and ample teltimonics 
:of Ult~ imincibk hatred of the Grcck~ tuwards the Latins, in 
the Prifau to CnWEl,L'S, Acro,mt oj the p"ifelll G,wk Church. 
printed at (;af71bri'/r:I!, in the year J 723- . 

[c] See the Lit~ of MORlN~~, which is prefi~C!J to hla .Anti. 
pltate.r EccleJ. Ori(nf. p. 37. 

wife!l: 
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~feft. of thefe cou;tf~~lors ~dvif~d t~e pontif to I.ay C i"l. T. 
]t down for a prelimln1lry In this dIfficult negocla- S I> CT. U. 
tion, that. the Greek and Eaftern Chriftians were P A a T L 
to be indulged in almoft· every point that had hi- -
therto been refufed them by the Romifh miffion-
aries, and that no alteration was to be introduced 
either into their ritual or doCtrine; that their ce
remonies were to be tolerated, iince they did not 
concern the etfence of religion; and that their 
doCtrine was to be explained and underfiood in 
fuch a manner, as might give it a near and firik-
ing refemblance of the' do~rine and infiitutions 
of the church of Rome. Ip- defence of this me-
thod of proceeding, it was judicioully obfcrved, 
that the Greeks would be much more traCl:able 
and obfequious, were they told by the miffion-
aries, that it was not meant to convert them; 
that they had always bee",. Roman-catholics in 
reality, though not in profeffion; and that the 
popes had no intention of perfuading them to 
abandon the doCtrine of their anceftors, but only 
defired that they would underfiand it in its true 
and genuine fenfe. This plan gave rife to a va-
riety of laborious productions, in which there was 
more learning than probity, and more dexterity 
than candour and good faith. Such were the 
treatifes publifhcd by LEO ALLATIUS, MORINUS, 

CLEMENT GALANUS, LUCAS HOLSTENIUS, ABRA-

HAM ECHELLENSIS [d], and others, who pretend-
ed 

[dJ The book of LEO ALL.ATIU s, De Concortiia Ecclg,t6 
Orienta/iJ f!j OccitientaliJ, is well known, and defervedly louk
ed upun, by the molt learned men among the Proteftanu, all, 
the wurk of a difingenuous and inlidious writer. The Grd!cia 
Orl/Jodoxa of the fame author, which was publifhed at Rome in 
the year 1652, in 4to, and contains a compilation from all the 
books I)f the Grecian dottOTS that were well affected to the 
Latin church, is frill extant.-We have nothing .of LU~AS 
HOLSTlllUUS (who was fuperio!" to ALLATIUS ID leanu,!g 
and fagacity) upon this fubjed;, acept two pofthumoUll. di. f-

R. 4 ftrtatlOai, 



~41.. 'il'he' Ut; ".-..". "j#' ..... l·. t:;~,AIl..~'~'f"'~~'.w»~t.~! 

~ to N T. ed to denionftta~t' tJ:?at thf'.~,ma&l'u;le~ «..;nc:t ·dif .. 
g.:Ci~lr. fer~~e betw~n ,~1u: .r.~l!~;1.tb";'~l~:'Ar~ 
,r A-. l' '1. ,lneJ;UaJ.)S,.' .and N efionanS', an~ thatof\ the 'murch 

". pf Rpme,a few cer.emqrues excepted, together 
with 1<?me, unufual p.brafes and terms that are pe. 
c.uliar to the Chrifii~ms of the EaIl. ' 
.. This defign of bringing, \>y artful compliances, 
the Greek and E~ern churches under the jurifdic. 
rion of Rome was oFpofed by many; but by none 
'\yithmore refolution and zeal than by CYRILLUS 

;LUCAR, patriarch of Conflantinople, a man of exten
nve learning. and kno,?-,ledgc of the world, who had 
'travelled thl-ough a g:reat part of EtJropt,. and was 
well acquaip.t~<;l with \he doCl:rine and difcipline 
hoth. of the Protefiant and RQmilhchurches . 
. This prelate dcdated openly, and 'inaeed with 
more. cOurage than prudence, that he had a {hong 
propenfity to the re1i.&~{)us fentimcnts of the Eng- . 

. lifh and D;.Itch chu1f'hcs, ,and had conceived the 
deflgn of reforming the dothine and ritual of the 
Greeks, and br.i.nging the~ near~r to the purity and 
ftrnplicity of the Gofpc::I. This was Jufficient to 
render the venerable patriarch odious to the friends 
pfo Rome. And accordingly the Jcfuits, fecondcd 

fertation81 De mir.jlro et formp .racra~"/i conjirrlltltionis a/ud 
. GrlZc~s, which ·were publi!hed at Rnme in the year 16G6.-The 

treatifc8 of MOR1NUS, De pami/entia ft ordinationibus, are 
know;II to all. the learned, and [cern expref6ly compofed to make 
the world believe, that th~rc ;5 1\ ilrikiJlg unifonnity of fenti
ment between' the Greek and Latif! churches on thefe two itn
portant points, when, Jayillg alide the difference that fchoL"lftic 
.tenns a~ peculiar modes of expreffion may appear to oecalion, 
we af:1end to the meaning that is..annc~d to .there tCTms by the 
members of the twn communions.-GALANl'S, in a long aQd 
laborious work~ rublilhcd at Rome h;j the year 1 (iso, has en
ae.vou,:d t.o, pro~e,t1.1~the ~':1nenians differ very little from 
tJ!~ Latlll'S In·theu- religIOUS 0PIII\OIlS i and ABRAHA M ECHJ:J.
UNIts b~ atte!l'pt~d to, Cllilv111C( liS in f::veral trcatifcs (iC,d 
p'or~ er~tOlllY!ll hIS .//mma4'IJfr/lofks!,~ Relied; 71~ Catalo~ 
¥rimlrn ChnlllrJcorutfl). . th1jt alf Chnftll11l8 t?roug~9'l1t AjnlQ 
B\1ci,/jlll' have the (iI!Ilt' f~em or,doctrine thOlt 1.8 rc;crlVed aDlQng 
.t1t\O.~ . "'T'I' .. , .... fIt , .. ·by 



CHb.Y. ,~::~;Oirim1ALCtroR.CSES. 

by thcrctediitan, .. r_,~~" of the French amba!. 
fador~ ana' ~fted'by"dlC:: Jtteacherous ftratagema 
of fome perfidious Gr~ks,tontinued to perplex 
and perfecute. the good man in various ways, arid 
at length' accomplifhed' his ruin;, for, by the help 
of falfe witneifes, they obtained an aC'cufatioh 
of treafon ag-ainfi: him; in confequence of which 
he was put to death, in the year 1638, by the order 
of the Emperor [e J. . He was fucceeded' by Cv. 
RILL US, Bilbop of Berea, a man of a dark, malilT. 
nant, and violent fpirit, and the infamous i~
Hrument the Jefuits had chiefly employed in. 
bringing him to an ~ntimely end. A~ this new 
patriarch declared himfelf openly in favour of the 
Latins, 'the reconciliation of the Greeks with the 
church of Rome feemed more probable than ever, 
nay ahnofl: certain [fJ; but the difmal fate of 

, .ili~ 

[rJ The ConjdJion of Faith, drawn up by CYI!.ILLU5 LUCAIl, 

was publilhed in Hollllnd in the year 16.}5 ; and is alfo inferted 
by AYMON, in his Monumms authmtiqlJeS d~ la Rl'ii,~iorl des 
Grm, p. 237. By this confeffion, it appears evidently, that 
C\'RILLUS had a frrongcr inclination towards the doctrine of 
the refonned churches, than to that which was commonly re
n·ived among the Greeks. Nor WJS he, hy ;lny means, ill. 
a:fdtcd towards the Lutherans, fince he addreTcd fev:!ral let
ters to the Swedi{h clergy about this time, and folicittd their 
friendlhip, as ap,pears from the It:amed ARKENfiOLTZ'ij kT~_ 
m&ires de la R~me CHRISTINE, tom. i. p. 4f)6. tom. ii. Append. 
p. 113.-A YMOIiI has publilhed, in the work already meD~ 
tioned. p. 1-109. twenty-feven Lettenl of this Patriarch to 
the Clergy of Gmt'Vo. and to other Doaors of the Refonned 
Church, In which his religious feotiments are frill more plainly 
difcovered. Hili life, tranfaaions, and. deplorable fatc\ ha ... e 
been recorded by THOMAS SMITH, R learned divine of the 
Englilh Church, in, his Narratio de Vita, Stud;;s. Gdlil, it 
Jl.larfyrio CYI.ILLI L UCAit 18, )which is the third article of hit 
Mi{ceUa,~a, publilhed at Dmdon in 8vo, in the year;6S6; as 
alfO by' HOTT1IiICU. in 'his AMleEl. H!fIoltiro-ThiolOJ!' Appm
ate. differt. viii. p. Ho.and by otb, er authon mentioned by 
FABl\lctu.in his Bibliotbua G,,*,a~.:vol. x. p. 499 •. ' 

UJ Set Et.tiBVE<Jtr.'1'l 'Dej'tnjitJ ExtrC. de Ece/di.J On,!, 
P·3OO. wherewe1itld the lett.er8,ot the Roman p0!1tlfUau'w 
VllI.to Qy.,LLV1I riIAtt,., ia which hI! load» With al'p~: 

~49 
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c ~ T. this Unworthy, prelate ~-;.u. of-a 'fuddcij'Hbe 
s, CT~ n. ple.U"mgoopes ,an4 the anxious fears With w~ich 
Eu. T .L R(}me awi its adverfaries beheld the approaCh of 
, th~s impOrtant ev~t. I The fame violent death 

that had concluded the days of CYRILLUS LUCAR. 

purfued his fucceffor, in whofe place PAR THENIUS, 

a zealous oppofer of the doCtrine and ambitiou& 
pretenfions of Rome, was raifed to the patriarchal 
dignity. After this period, the Roman pontifs 
defifted from their attempts upon the Greek 
church, no favourable opportunity being offered 
·either of depofing its patri"rchs, or gaining them 
over to the Romifu communion. 

Whethlll' or III. Notwithftanding thefe, unfuecefsful at
=tht~~:U~; tempts of the Roman PQntifs to.reduce the Greek 
lIfIcm.ift'l~- church under their dominion, many. allege, and 
anf:l g,ntn-•• • 
touted to the more efpeclally the reformed clergy complam, 
::'~~~~~~_,.that the doCtrine of that church has been mani
cine k( tb, Jeftly corrupted by the emiiTaries of Rome. It is 
a:;;cb. . fuppofed, that, in later times, ,the munif\cence of 

the French ambaifadors at the Port, and the per
fuafive fophiftry of the Jefuits, have made fuch 
irrefiftible imprefiions on the avarice and igno
'ranee of the Greek biiliops, whofe poverty is 
.great, that they have departed, in feveral points, 
from the rHigious fyftem of their ancefiors, and 
have adopted, among 'other errors of the Romifh 
church, the monftrous and unnatural doCtrine of 
'1ranfub}lllntiation. This change is raid to have 
been more efpeciaJJy brought about in the fa
mous. council, which was aifembled, in the year 

~ aew patriucb, for baYing been (0 inftnunental in banilhing 
".... among theGreeIu the pc:rnicious crroJ'8 of CYl.ILLUS 

-,LuClAII.. arid warmly aborta him·to depo(e all the Greek pa
.. triarcba aDd .bilbops that are Dot favourable to the Latill 
" ~~lt. There exbortatioae are feconded by. Battering pro-
';.~s. and" pam .. ·~~~· .. br IUl duran. ce of pro'eaio~~ Cue
.~~'tAe.KingofS~ <;::Yt,tLLU8 of BnwIdied -mthe 
'i~; '. 9Pof the .R~1h Ch\bdl. See Hn.,HILW.fl 
·JU'~ ..... ..I·P'_,-,I"Y •• U"'1......- 'Ii!~J.&-.~_ .n.. .~!ol'- ' 
...... -, ..... :-.• "I:-"l'"' ,'1"" ~~.".~, ..--~l"" '6 

.. 72,' 
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J672;~~1~'bY~SITHE?S, t.he patt:iarch C B It"~ 
o~ tha~ CIty r g.,. Without. ent~nng mt~ an exa- &I~V;!ij 
nunatlon of. the truth and ~UJty of thIs charge PAl. 't C 
brought agam!l the Greek bdhops, we thall only 
«5bferve, that It was the 'cODttoverfy between the 
Roman Catholics and Proteftants in France that 
firft gave rife to it. The latter, and more efpe-
cially JOHN CLAUDE, fo juftly celebrated for his 
exten,five learning and mafterly eloquence, main-
tained, that many of the doClrines of tIie Romifu 
church, and more particularly that of 'Franfuo/hJn-
tia/ion, were of a modern date, and bad never 
been heard of before the ninth·' century. 'The 
Roman Catholics, on the c0l!-trary, with ARNAUD 

at their head, aMn'ned, that the doClrille of RQnle 
concerning the Eucharijl, and the real converfion 
of the bread and wine into the body and blood of 
CHRIST in that holy ordinance, had been received 
by Chriftians in all ages of the church [h J. To 
ftrengthen their ~ufe further by authorities, that 
they imagine~ would have no fmall influence up-
on their adverfaries, th~y ventured to aifert, ,that 
this doCtrine was adopted by all the Eaftwi Chrifl:. 
ians, and particularly by the Greek churches [iJ. 

[gJ See, for an accjJunt of thin council, A Y M ON, • Memoiru 
Authml;qufJ de la Religion deJ ,Grees, tom. i. p. Zh3.-Gu" 
BERTI CUPERI Epijloil, P.404. 407.-Sel:, more efpecially, 
the judicious and learned obfervations of BASNAGE on the 
tranfaction8 of this council, in his HiJloil't de fa IMigion des 
Egiifis Rifonniu; periodiv. p. I. c. xxxii. p. 45'l. and C0w.~ 
ELL'S Account ojJhe Prtfml Slate oj thr Grul: Church, book I. 

eh. v. P.136. 
oj- [h ] It was to prove thi5 moil groundl.:fs alfertiop, that 

the famous NICOLLE, publilhed hii artful book, 1)e la e,up;. 
tuit; de I. Foi, in the year 1664t which was amwered, \\'lth a 
viaoriou, force of evideace, bY,the lea,mcd C:LA,UD£. , .. 

[i) The names and produaions of the pnn~lpa1 wn~ that 
appearal ill this cootrwerfy, may bt found m the BihliofhmJ 
Gr«a O(YUI.ICIU8, vol, •• PO++4- andia the ~d 
PurF'.J)i;tahUfIIIlr. Lu~,. LOGli&u Oplll E~-. 
puhlifbcd~ r.-,. .~r~ J71~. 



.~,~, _~ttr"'~'r;h If";; il~*'PI.~-

~;f~~~·. , ", ." C .... '~~~j~~g ..ad .~ih~~ 
.¢.~;..r ,~;,;., ,: to ,~ye It; aq. -degr~ of, Cledi,t. 
,~ ... :'I-~,,, ~f", .. " ., ," :smbafJ'adar, i;;f Frllnce, , refiding at · ·~~"'A, ", rec;~v~ ordet:s from hiS court to 

~:"'lth the:: J~ and to leave no meth<X\l 
.. ~oy .• g .~;.', procuring ~e~tifica~es' from: the 
G.-eA,dergy,~ confirm this ·affertlOn. On the 
.~ti.er:liand, the Englifh alld .Dutch .ambaffadors~ 
.~ ~ad:ecl t~at .. no fuch dofrnne was really pro-
· feefed ip;tbeGreek chilTch, procured alfo the tefti
JQCIUes, ':of f~v.et"al e<:clefiaftics, in order to take 
fiomthe Ro~an Catholic difputants this pretext; 
-wbit1i, after att,'was of no great confequence, as 
it did not affeB: the merits of the caufe. The re-
· Cu~I!L~~,,:tver, of this fcrutiny ~ favo~rable t() 

,tp;KCiml~ dotl:ors, whore ~gents m ,forel~n parts 
p~drttl,a more numerous hil: of tefhmomes than 
~eir adverfaries could produce, The Proteftants 
i1:J.va~,iQated, thefe teftimonies, hy proving fully, 
(hat.y of [hem Wf!re .obtain" by bribery from 
~e Indigent (}reeks, whofe deplorable poverty 
made them facrifice truth to lucre; and that a 
great number of them were drawn by artifice 
from ignorant priefis, whom the Jcfuits deceived, 
by difguifing the doCtrines of Rome in fuch a man
ner as to give them a Grecian air, and make 
them refel"Qble the religious fyftem of the Eaftern 
churches [k J. Granting all this to be true, it 
rna] D~verthelef§ be juftly queftioned, whether 
the admiffion of certain do8:rines in the Greek 
thurch; that refembled!he error~ of Popery, is to 
be, dated from thepenod now before us; and 
-1, . , .'. 

.'EI!t Here, abbfe all ot~ hiflories, the'reader will do weJl 
to Cc:i'Qfoit CownV,·.M&07JIIJ if the Prifml StaM of the GrtJ 
c..'W&/J .......... '~ ... ,]<. a,. and atii. 0 book., i. cD'. v. 1" J36,. as this..alt. 

E-. '~"8 a~ itc.~"W!Jcn ~. fcene of ~ud. .and 
· .. . . .,.. earned ella, W. ... .aa eje-Wltncfa of the mfidl0UB 
.'., '.~ ~;o,*~ e)bplOyed' by' the JefUltl to obtaib 
WI ... ":_"[~ riefti. ... "'tDOftkt. ~.' 1a fa90W' of the. .' ,.~-~.l.tm a~'Qw.. . . ',' 
."-'... .b.~ 



""'(~~"~.-""''' .. '.'.''''.'>'''\i~'':'.~ ... ' .. ' ''. CsAp~m,,'~~'2i~ ""'.' : " '" ~~i~'" ' .5J~ 
whoever ,,~,~jq~ :W~s. ,~~~J;i<~tb ',:fpirit: C",!.~': 
of imparnalit.Y~~'af:cob1PiMSd'wtth' a.tOit)p~t'ents x1"~ 
knowledge o~the hiltoty1of':the'religious doCh-bie: P~~;J 
of the Greek chu!ches, will perhaps find" that_.:.io 
certain vague atld obfcure, ~Oh, fimilat' ~b the 
Romilh. dotl:rme, of 'Franj'ii$iantiation.t , lias . been 
received during'manr' ages' 'by f~~~~l"of' thef~ 
churches; though, In there l,att~' tImes". they 
may have learnt, from the RomHh rni'fllonaries~ 
the Popilh manner of expreifmS this monfttou. 
and unaccountable tenet [/J. ", 

IV. Of, thefe" inoependent GreJt, chuTc'fiCS,. The RiIr

which are governed by thei'r,'own i;lws, and~aroial"hlll'Cfa. 
not fubje8: to the jurifdidion: Pf. the patri~r(;h Of 
CorYlantinople~ th..ere is none' but.the tbur~h1 efta-
blilhed in Rz1Jia, that can furnilh any matter fbr 
an ecclefiaftical hiftorian; the rell: are funk' in. 
t he moll: deplorable ignorance and 'barbarity tha' 
can poffibly be imagined. About the year' 1666, 
a certain fea, which afi"umed the name of Tfo,tani~ 
ki, i. e. the Multitude of Me Eldf, hut were ~alled 
by their advetfaries, ~oftolfnika, or the" (editious 
FaCiion, arore in RuJlia, and e:)Ccited conflderable 
tumults and commoti"ns in that kingdom (111]. 
The reafons that this fea alleges in defence of ita 
reparation from the Ruffian church, are not as yet 
known with any degree of certainty;; nor have .we 
any fatisfa&ory or accurate account of its, doe-
trines and inilitutions [n J; we only know, in ge-

. neral, 

[I] The learned LA CROU, who cannot be fufpeaed_ 
allY propenfity to favour the caufe of Rome in .~ral. or that· 
of the Jefuits i,! particular, was of o~inion, that the Cf~1t! 
had .~n long ID poffefiionof the fOQj.i~,do~ of "Tran/ub

jianhatlfHI. See GUUAT. CU.l',lUI.I EJiJlJ. {po 37. A+ ,~8~ 
51. 65·' " . I' ,", .. : 

[m] Thrfe. pel'hap-.. ~ thc:~ ,pe~P~i~qf whom ~ 
learned GIlIUlll{peaJi:a, . \lildl9'.l~~~ida~of ST .now· 
lUI, in thc~ ofbia,.",ajI,'mt~,~ tqtjl.~: 

~ ~[~1 TIt. :kai'~iled;~.r· ~ ... utho~. die teo ~ ~(~ 
~ .... ~ to ... ~~OfVQ"'T.u .. E, ~ ..• . . ... ..: . . , . pretc:udi 
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C"IIt';;~ nera!, that its ~~affc:a,an~~air 
s).~.iI. of P!ety ,~d, devotlO~, oed comP!al~l of ~ cor. 
It *,.10 I. ruptlons Introduced 'mto th~ ,ancient relIgIon of 

the Rufiians, partly by, the negligence, and partly 
by the ambition, of the: Epifcopal Order [0]. On 
the other hand, great pains were taken to con
quer the 'obftinacy of this fatl:ious fea; argu
'ments, promifes, threatenings, dragoonings, the 
authority of fynods and councils, feconded by 
racks and gibbets; in. a word, all the methods 

ptttmds to hay. drawn the materials of his Hiflory of the Ruf
jian Empire undrr PETER. I., from authentic records fumifhed 
by the court of Petdtfourg. this fea made its firft appearance 
in the twelfth century. The 'members of it allege, in defence 
of thetr feparation, the corruptions, bath in doarine and 
dif(.iplille, t~lIt have been introduced into the Ruffian Church. 
They profefs a rigorous zeal for the Letter of Holy Scripture, 
which they do not underftand; and the tranfpofition of a fingle 
word in a new edition of the Ruffian Bible, though this trcUlf
pofition was made to correCt an uncouth phrafe 111 the tranna
tion commonly received, threw them into the grcateft com
bufUOD and tumult. They wilt not allow a prieft to admini
fter baptifm after baying tafted fpirituous liquor; and in this, 
p:rhaps, they do not amifs, fince it is well -known, that the 
lluftian prida feldom touch the Balk without drink.ing deep. 
They hold, that there, is no fubordination of rank, no fupe
rior or inferior, among the faithfill; that a Chriftian may kill 
himfelf for the love of CHRIST; that HaU~lujah muft be 
but twice pronounced; 'and that it is a great fin to repeat it 
~; and that a prie1\. muft never give a bleffing but with 
tJam: fingen. They are regular, even to aufi:erity, in their 
inanners; but as they have always rc:fufed to admit Chriftian8 
of other, dcn~tions into their religious ail'emblies, they 
bavc' been' fufpetled of committi~ in them various abomina
tiona, whicll ought not' to be believed without the ftrongeit 
_ JilOft dcmonftrative proof. They are accufed, for example, 
of killing a ehild iD thefe affembliea, and of drinking its blood. -.a of ,lifcivioUl wmmerce in ita mod irregular forms. 
, '[.0] See Bd:Clt1i', De SIIItfI &c~, Religion" Muje",iti&tI. 
:&a. 'xi. cap. vii..po; W. fe&. n. cap. xu; po 218 • ..,-Appt/IIJ. Ii, ",-" lb, '~JlC, Clv

a
,'. Allctlllld, of lhe Gr«l CblllTb, writ~ ill , " Po 3P.-J'4TBM'. IIn'R:t!/JiQIm.-Some doaon con-

, " . .' that Me ~i. ,or J(~;, are a branch de
" , ' . 'f'rcir4 the: aneUaat~, ~.whom we ha'ft: ttl
'~pa tome accouat, ,ceat. .u. partii. chap. v. f u.. ' 
.. r,' . 



Cftt(p~ U.·_'.~~JI~.L er.ullCHES. sr. 
t}uit ~:', .. ,-bluitr~u14. ~~ggett wer~ prac- ·c1Il';' .. 
tifed to brulg. back. thtie fedltlOllS heretics into xV"'ti 
the bofom of the chu~h., But the effefr Qf thefe J~C .. TT,l. 
violent meafures by no mC)ans ,anfwered the ex- ,'. ", 
peCl:ations of the Ruman government; they ex
afperate?, inflead of reclaiming, thefe fchifmatics, 
who reured mto the woods and d~farts; and, as it 
often happens, were rendered more fierce and def-
perate by the, calamities and fufferings in which 
they were involved. From the time that PETER 

the Great afcended the throne of RZfilia,and made 
fuch remarkable changes in the form and admi
nifl.ration both of its civil and ecclefiaftical ElD
vernment, this faCtion has been treated WIth 
more humanity and mildnefs; but it is alleged, 
that thefe mild proceedings have by no means 
healed the fchifm; and that" on the contrary, the 
ROSKOLNIKI have gained firength, and are be-
come fiill more obit~ate finee the period now 
mentioned. t. 

V. It will not be improper here to gi've fome The c":,r 
account of this reformation of the church of Ruf- :~~~odl~. 
jiaf'pthat wa1s owf,ing tho0 the

h 
aCh:t~ve .zeal ~~d wifdom ~l~~~h\' 

o ETER.; or t ug t IS mterellmg event PClII' J. 

belongs to the hifiory of the following century, 
yet the fcheme, by which it was brought about, 
was laid towards the conclufion of that now before 
us. This great prince made no change in the 
articles of laith received among the Ruffians, and 
which contain the doCl:rine o£ the Greek church. 
But he took the utriwft pains to have this dofrrine 
explained in a manner conformable to the diaates 
of right reafon and the fpirit of the Gofpel; and 
he ufed the moO: effeCtual methods to defiroy, on 
the one hand, the inBue.ce of .that hideous fuper
ftition that fat brooding Dver, t.he who. Ie nation. 
and, on the~, ~o dif~l the i~rance of the 
clergy, which was Ulcredlble,. and that of· the 
pepple. which ... ould have furpafi'ed if, hf,d that 

. ~2 been 



C E N T. been pomble.. Thefe were great and, arduObg 
s :~;~·Il .. undertakings;' . and the reformation, to which 
. P1"T 1:; they pointed,' was fuch as fecmed to requite whole 

.... . ages 'tt) accomplifh and bring to any tolerable 
degree of perfeClion. To accelerate the execu
tion of this glorious plan, PETE.R I. became a 
zealous proteCtor and patron of art.s and fciences. 
He encouraged, by various inflances of muni
ficence, men of learning and genius to fettl~n 
his dominions. He reformed the fchools that 
were funk in ignorance and barbarifm, and erect
ed new' fcminaries of learning. He endeavoured 
to excite in his fubjeds a defite of emerging from 
their ignorance and brutality, and a tafte for 
knowledge and the ufeful arts. And, to crown 
aU thefe noble attempts, he extinguifhed the in
fernal fpirit of perfecution; abolifhed the penal 
laws againft thofe that difrered merely in religiouS' 
opinion from the ell:abliLhed ,church; and granted 
to Chrifiians of all denominations liberty of con
fdence, and the privilege of performing divine 
wodhip in the manner prefcribed by their re
fpeCtive liturgies and inftitutions. ,This liberty, 
however, was modified in fuch a prudent manner, 
as to reftrain and defeat any attempts th~t might 
be made by the Latins to promote the interelbs 
of Popery in RulJia, or to extend the jurifdiCtion 
of the Roman pontif beyond the chapels of that 
communion that were tolerated by 'law. For 
though Roman Catholics were allowed places for 
the celebration of divine worfhip, yet the Jefuits 
were not permitted to exercife the functions of 
miffionaries or pJlblic teachers in RrdJia; and a 
particular charge was given to the council, to 
which belonged. tile c~nizance of ecclefiaflical 
afairs, toufe their uttnoft care and vigilance to 
p~ent the propagation of Romifu tenets among 
tliepeople. 
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J'JdWeI,"ai;,thl~ a. aotablecbange was' no~ in-· C ! Nt. 

traduced tnt? .the .ms;met of governing the church. s :cv:.~.u. 
The fpJeadid dIgnItY' of pattiarch, which ap- PAl. T t 
proache~ too, near~he luftre and prerogatives of ,--
majefty~ n~ to be offenfive to. the emperor and 
burthenfome to the people, was fuppreffed, or 
rather affumed, by this fpirited prince, who de~ 
elared himfelf the fupreme pontif and head of the 
Rtiian church [p J. The functions of this high 
antf important office were intrufted' with a coun~ 
eil affembled at Petcrjburg, which was called the 
Holy Synod, and in which one of the archbifhops, 
the moft diftinguilhed by his integrity and pru~ 
dence, was appointed as prefident:·, This honour-
able office was filled by the famous STEPHEN JA .. 

VORseI, who compafed a laborious work, in the 
Ruffian language, againfl: herefy [qJ. The ,other 
orders of the clergy continued in their refpe8:ive 
rank and offices; but both their revenues and 
their authority were confiderably diminifhed. It 
was refolved at firft, ita this general reformation, 
to abolilh all monafteries and convents, as preju-
dicial to the community, and unfriendly to popu-
lation; but this refolution was not put in execu. 

a [pJ This account is not perhaps entirely accurate. Dr. 
MOSH"EIM feems to infinuate, that PETER alfumed not only the 
tJutho,rity, but al[o the I?f!ia, and title ?f patriarcll or fupreme 
pontlf, and head of the church. Th15, however, W'.lS not the 
cafe; he retained the power without the title, as may be feen 
by the oath that every member of the fynod he had eftahlithed 
was obliged to take, whelJ he was appointed to that office. It 
was in cOJlfequence of his authority, as =1"or, that he claimed 
an abfolute authority in the church, and nO,t from any ghoft:
Iy charaaer or denomination. The oath naw: mentioned ran 
thus: I fwear and promifo to he a faithful and 'obedient j"[3-8 anJ 
je,..",anJ 1o my true and natural jo'IJereign, anti IIJ the lIlJj'1ft JUG. 

, c1[ot'l if flaO p/~aft him ,to appoinJ, in COfIflquencc oj ihe indif-
puta!J1e pown" /it' hal to ,.~Iate the jlUcyp!J1l io ,the 'efflll,.. Io? 
knowledge bim QJ the. Wl11}e judge .of thil Jpiritual colle:." Bee. 
See VOLUIIU'. K!fIoire de I' Empire de Rr;Jfo low Pltrr, II 
GranJ, tom. i. p. 17+ ' 

(q] LEQlIllUi, Ori4tu Chrij/itlnlu. ~ i. p. '1295'.' 
. Voi.~ v. ,S, ~n; 



·t:.i· ~ T. tion. J . ou. tal;} eontrary,thc; emperor bimfelf ~~ 
YVlf. d . '£:._. _11._' h fA 

$'~'1'.1r. e a maglllu~en,t ~onaJ.u:fy m. onour o· L~x. 
pU.1':r. ANDEll N»WSKV, whom the Rufiians pla.ce in the 

.. lift of their heroes [r J. . . 
The (late of . VI. A fmall body gf the M9nophyjites m Alia 
~~nQ- abandoned, for fome time, th.e doCtrine and in. 

. llitutions of their ancefrors, and embraced the 
¢ornmunion of Rome. This ftep was entirely 
owing to the fuggefrioBs and intrigues of a pwn 
named ANDREW ACHlGIAN, who had been ~u. 
cated at Romi, where he imbibed the principles 
of· Popery, .. and, having obtained the title and 
dignity of patriarch .from the Roman pontif; af. 
fumed the denomination of IGNATIUS XXIV. [IJ. 
After the death of this pretended patriarch, ano· 
.~her ufurper, whofe name wa.s PETER, afpired af. 
·ter the fame dignity, and, taking the title of IG. 

NATIue XXV., placed himfelf in the patriarchal 
ehair; but the lawful patriarch of the fea had 
credit enough with the Turks to procure the de
pofition and banifument of this pret-ender; and 
thus the fmall congregation which acknowledged 
his. jurifdiCtion was entirely difperfed [/J. The 
. African Monophyfites, and more efpecially the 
Copts, notwithftanding that poverty and ignorance 
1Vhich expofed them to the feduCtions of fophifrry 

. [rJ Thofe who ate acquainted with eithet the Danifu or 
G~t;Ilan lan~ages, w~l find feveral interefting ane.edotes re-
latin/{ to thefe changes in HAVEN'S Iter Rr1/iOJm. . 

[01' J From the fifteenth century downwards, all the patn_rch, 
.f the MOIIfJphiJilts have taken the Dame of IGNATIUS, and that 
f.;n- 110 othcr reafon than to lhew that they are the lineal fuc
ce{fors of !Glu.rws. who was bifhop of Antio,h in the firlt 
'Century, ana of'confequence the lawful ratriarchs of Antiruh • 
. :A lik.e reafon iiulooea the religioull ehief 0 the Maronites, who 
aUo lays cl.tUm to the ·fame: digtpty, to all'wne ~ name, of. 
rETEll.; fur St. PETER. i& faid to have govemed the church of 
.ilttJio&b before 10"/..THJ s • 
.. \tt) }o. SIMON. ~S$EMANNJ BiJlioth. Grim,ali" Clemltrtin,.. 
~ /1IktnJ. tom~ ii. 1>. 4Sz.. al¥l hie })iIfert. de Mutfop/JJlitU" 1 ~ 
~~~. . 

;Ad 
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and~;:"ft.Qod firm ill. their princip~es, and made C ~v~-~-OI 
an obftinate .. refatance to ~he. pronufes, prefents, Site -t.~~ 
and attempts, ~mployed by the papal miffionaries P A. T x.. 
to bring tbem under the Roman yoke.-\Vith re- ' 4 

fpea to the Ab1fJinia71s; we have mentioned al-
ready, in its proper place, the revolution by 
which they dehvered themfelves from that tyran-
nical yoke, and refumed the liberty they had fa 
iPjrudently. renounced. It is proper, however, 
to take no~ce he~e of the zeal di~covered by the 
Lutherans, m th~I.r attem~ts to dlfpel. the igno-
rance and fuperfbtlOU of thIS people, and to bring 
them to the knowledge of a purer religion, and a 
more rational worfhip. It was with this pious 
defign that the learned HEYLING, of Lubec, un. 
dertook a voyage into Ethiopia in the year 1634. 
where he refided many years, and acquired fuch 
a diflinguilhed place in the favour and efleem of 
the emperor, that he was honoured with the high 
and important office of prime minifler of that 
mighty empire. In this eminent {lation, he gave 
many infranc.es of his zeal both for the interefts of 
religion and the public good; after which he fet 
o.ut for Europe, but never arrived there, nor is it 
known in what manner, or by what accident, he 
cndeJ his days [u J. 

Several years after this, ERNEST, Duke of SaKe. 
GOlba, furnamedthe Pious, on account of his emi. 
nent fanaity and virtue, formed the refolution of 
making a new attelflpt to fpread the knowledge 
of the Gofpel, in its purity and fimplicity, among 
the ignorant a,nd fuperflitious Abyffinians. Thill 
defign was formed by th~ counfels and fuggeflions 
of the famous LUDOLPH, and was to have been 
executed by the ffilniftry ·of ,Abbot GREGORY, an 

(:II] A "tty c:unoU&life of HiYLING wall pub\ifued in Ger
mlUl by Dr. MICHAELIS at Hall, in 1724.-See aIfo MOLUI.I 
CimJ,ria Littralo, tam. i. P.253' ' , 

8,3' JlbyiUndan, 
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ti :\'1. ll.T. Abyfiinian;' who hadrdide4 fM.fo~eti~eDJ ElL
g;sXYT.I4. rope [w]: Th~ unhappy fate,'o.f th18l'1l1~Oliary~ 
, ... ·T L who penfhed m a flllpwreck In the year 1657, 
• ,did not .totally diftourage the prince from pur

fuing his purpofe; fot, in the year 1663, he en,. 
trufted the fame pious and important commiffion 
with JOHN MICHAEL W ANSLEB, a native of Er
furt, to"whom he gave the wifeft orders, and whom 
he charged particularly to kAve no means unqn
ployed that might contribute to give the Abyffi
nian nation a favourable .opinion of the Germans, 
as it was upon this bafis atone that the fuccefs of 
the' prefent enterprize could be built. W ANSLEB, 

however, whofe virtue was by no means equal to 
bis abilities, inftead of continuing his journey to 
-IbJ/ftnia, remained feveral years in Egypt. On his 
return from thence into Europe, he began to en
tertain uneafy apprehenfLOns of the account that 
would naturally be demanded both of his condutl:, 
1Uld of the manner in which he had employed the 
fuIQ.sof money he received for his Abyffinian ex
pedition. Thefe apprehenfions rendered him def
perate, becaufe they were attended with a con· 
:fcioufnefs of guilt. Hence, iriflead of returning 
into Germany, he went direaIy to Rome, where, in 
the year 1667, he embraced, at leaft in outward 
profeffion, the doctrine of that ch»rch, and en
tered into the Dominican Order [:J( J. Thus the 
pi.ousdefigns of the beft of princes failed in the 
execution. To them, however, we are indebted 
for the great light that has been thrown by the 
leatned and laborious LUDOLPH on the hiftory, 

[oro] See LUDOLfHI Proimimn sd CfJrtIfII. ;11 H!Jl.1Ethiop. 
p. ~l.-JUNCKU.I YilaJoBtLuOOLPHl, p.68. 

[xl For an ~t'of thia inconftant· arid worthlefS, but 
learn. . . ed man, fee LOBO. Y&yage r1' AhJj: tom. i. p. 198, %:17, 
:I;r!."S+8.-CYPl.IAN. Catalog. MS3. Biblittth. G~ • .. ~64-Ev .... RUI;VDOT. Pnf. ad Diflor. Palriarth. A/~a,uI. ECIU,aD 
·and~iJiTIF. ScriptDr.Ordin~ Prdic. lom .• ii. P.693' ,See 
the Cam.c authon, H~II Ec"~~. " . .. do8;rme,. 



"Ca..,,:Jl.~~·~OllwtrALOHuJtc~ES..lt. 
doarill~ "·lirmattlrej and. manners, of the Abyffi. C £.N t 
nians, which, ·before: this period, were but very S EXC":n 
fuperocia.lly known in Europe. . P A a ":1< 

VU. The flate of the Chrifiians in Armenia The nate of 
underWent a confiderable change foon after the the AtlM

commencement of this century, in confequence JUan" . 

of the incurfions of ABBAS tbe Great, King of 
Pajia, into that province. This prince laid wafie 
all that part of Armenia that lay contiguous to his 
dominions, and ordered the inhabitants to retire 
into Perjia. Thef~ devafiations were defigned to 
prevent the Turks from approaching to his -fron-
tier; for the Eafiern monarchs, inlt:ead of erea. 
ing fortified towns on the borders of their !e-

fpeCtive kingdoms, as is done by the European 
princes, laid, walle their borders upon the ap-
proach of the enemy, that, by thus cutting off the-
means 9f their flibfillence, .UJeir progrefs might 
be either entirely ftopped, or· confiderably retard-
ed. In this general emigration, the more opu-
lent and better fort of the Armenians removed to 
J/pahan, the capital of PeifUl, where the generous 
monarch granted them a beautiful fuburb for thei~ 
refidence, with the free exercife of their religion, 
under the jurifdiCl:ion of a billiop or patriarch. 
Under the reign of this magnanimous pnnce, who 
cherillied Q.is.. people with a paternal tendernefs, 
thefe happy exiles enjoyed the fweets of liberty 
and abundance; but after his death the fcene 
changed, and they were involved in calamities 
of various kinds [y J. The florm ofperfecution 
that . arofe upon them fhook their con-Raney; 
man y of them apoftatifed to the Mahometan re. 
ligion, fo that it was jullly to be feared tha.t this 
branch of the Armenian church would gradually 
periili. On the other hand, the ftate of religion 

[y] SeeCHAI.DIN, Poytl!tlm Perfi. tom. ii. p. 106,.-0, 4· 
UJIl. D,I1 CHINOII, N.ou'lJllIu &1aJ_ till Lroanl, p. ~06. 
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e E H T. in' tltatchurch . derived ~br6adfi~ 
S £~v:~it from the fetdemetlt of a proaiJri6~s nui1i1Jer of 
P .4 It. T 'I. Armeni~s .. in differen'!: parts or .Eurcp~' for the 
--- purpofes of commerce. There merchants, who 

had fixed their refidence, during this century, 
at London, Amflerdam, M aifeilles, and Venice [% J:, 
were not unmindful of the interefrs of religion ill 
their native country. And their fituation furni1h
fZd them with favourable opportunities of exerting 
their zeal in this gopd' caure, and particularly of 
fupplying their Afiatic brethren with Armenian 

't:ranflations of the Holy Scriptures, and of other 
theological books, from the European preifes, 
efpecial1y from thofe of England and Holland. 
Thefe pious and infrruCtive produCtions being dif~ 
petred among the ANnenians, who lived under 
the'Perfian and Turkiili governments, contribut
ed, no doubt, to ~erve that illiterate and fuper
ftitious people from falling into the mofr conium
mate and deplorable ignorance. 

The ftate of VIII. The divifions that reigned among the 
lite No{\o. Neftoriansin the preceding century frill fubfifred ; 
rians. and all the methods that had been employed to 

beal them proved hitherto ineffeCtual. Some of 
the'Neftorian bifhops di1covered a propenfity to 
accommodate matters with the church of Rome. 
ELIAS II., biilibp of Mo/u/~ fent two private em
baffies to the Pope, in the year 1607 and 16 I 0, 
to folieit his friendfhip; and, in the letter he ad. 
dreLfed upon that occafion to PAUL IV., declared 

.- rz] For an account of the Armenians who fettled at Mar
foUn, artd of the, boaks they took care to have printed in that 
~ity for the ufeof their b~threll in foreign parts, fee RICH. 

al~Ii'S Letlrts Chojfier. tom. ii. P.I37.-The fame author 
'(tom. iv. p. 160.). lind the leamt"d JOHN JOACH 1M SCHRODI!k. 
In a Djffirtation prefixed to his The.fouou Lingwe Armenia:, gi~ 
an.~couht qf the Armenian Bible that was printed in Holiatul. 
The· latter a1fo takes noti~ of the other Armenian books that 
wercJlUblifued at Yeni&e~ LIOns, and Amjierdam, we. ,it.cap~~ 
§ xxv·p·'S8. . '. 

- his 



~A .. n.~~i~tihAi tlroRCrn:S. tt,. 
his ddili,.t~~~t a reconciliation' bctween c F. N, n 
the Neiorians "amhhe Latin church [" J. ELI A8 S E":.;.~·rt. 
III., thou~h at tirftegtremely averfe to the doc- PAl'!' J. 
trine and mititution of that church, changed his ... , 
fentiments in this refpeCt; and, in the year 1657 
addr~ffe~ a 1.etter ~o the. c?ngregati.on De pr(Jpa~ 
gandaFtde, in whIch he mtimated hIS readinefs to 
join with the church of Rome, on condition dlat 
the Pope woul? ~lJow th~ Neftorians a place 
of publIc worlhlp In that GIty, and would abll:ain 
from all attempts to alter the doctrine or difci. 
pline of that ft:B: [oJ. The Romifh doctors could 
110t but perceive that a reconciliation, founded on 
fuch conditions as thefe, would be attendeq with 
no advantage to their church, and promifed no-
thing l:hat could flatter tff ambition of their 
pantif. And accordingly we do ·not find that the 
prapofal above mentioned was accepted. It does 
not appear that, the Nefto,rians were receil'(.'ti, at 
this time, into. the communion of the Jtorr!iih 
Church, or that the bifhops of Morul were, after 
this period, at all falicitous abOl\t the friendfhip or 
good-will of the Roman pontif. The Nefrorian 
bifnops of Ormus, who fucceffivcly affume the 
name af SIMEON, propofed alfo, more thall 
once [c J, plans of reconciliation with the church 
of Rome,. and, with that view, fent the Roman 
pantif a confeffian of their faith, that gave a clear 
idea of their religious tenets and inftitutions .. But 
thefe propofaIs were little attended to by the court 
of Rome, which was either owing to its diflike of the 
doctrine of thefe N eftorians [d], or to that can-
lempt which their pl~>verty and want of influence 

raJ Jos. 8lM. ASSl!MAlilNI Biblioth. Orimt. Clt'mmt. Vaticall. 
tqm. i. p. 54-3, tom. ii. p.457. tom. iii. p. i. p.650 ' 

[oJ A SUMANNI loc. cil. tom. iii. p. %. 

[c] In the years 1619 and 1653' .. 
[d] ASSEMANNI loco cit. tom. i. p. 531. to.n. n. P,451. 

tom. iii. p. i. p. 622. 

excited 



Ce~Vfl.T. ~cite? inthepon~if~, wl10le amb1tion~.avi. 
5 EC T. II. dity. ~m«::dat acqUlfioons ofm(}f~col'if'e'1u~ce; 
P AA J' I. for It lswell known, that, fince the year 1617, the 

bifhops of Ormus have been in a' low and dec lin. 
iJlg flate, both in ,point of ()pulence and credit, 
and. are no longer in a condition to excite the 
envy of their brethren at M oful [e J. The Romifh 
miffionaric~ gained over, neverthelefs, to their 
,eommunion, a handful of Nefl:orians, whom they 
formed into a congreglltion or church, about the 
middle of this century. The bifhops or patriarchs 
Of this little flock refide in the city of Amida, or 
,Diarbeker, and all atfume the denomination of 
JOSEPH r fJ. The Nefl:orians, who inhabit the 
coafl:s of Malabar, and are called the ,Chriftians 
. of 8t. THOMA1:1" fuffi(ed iimumerable vexations, 
and the moO: grieVlf5us perfecution, from the 
Romifh priefts, and more efpecially the Jefuits, 
while thefe fettlements were in the hands of the 
Portuguefe; but neither artifice nor violence 
could ,engage them to embrace the communion 
of Rome CgJ. But when Cochin was taken by the 
Dutch, 111 the year 1663, and the Portuguefe 
were driven out of thefe quarters, the perfecuted 
Neftorians refumed their primitive liberty, and 
were reinHated in the privilege of ferving God 
without moleftation, according to their con
f~iences. There bleffings they fl:ill continue to 
enjoy; nor are fuch of them as entered into the 
communion of Romedifl:urbed by the Dutch, who 
.are ufed to treat with tole,ration and indulgence 
all feas who live peaceably with thofe who diff!'!r 
q:Qm them in religious opinions and ceremonies . 

. [t] PET. STR07.2.A, Pref. ad librum de Cha/d.eorum dogma
fiblll.. . 

II] See. LEQ!JI~N. O.riff1s ChriflionlJs, tom. ii. p. 1078. 
[g] LE CRon HifJoire du Cbrij!janiJme des IndcI, livre v. 

Pd#· . • 
"ThJSCHOUTEN Voyage auz Indes Orimt. tom. i. p. 310, ++6. .' ... if 
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S 'E C T ION II. 

PAR T II. 

lJ'he HISTORY of the MOD ERN C H U R C HE S. 

C HAP. 1. 

The HIS'T'OR Y of the LUTHERAN CHURCH. 

I. W E have already feen [a] the calamities and C E N T. 
ve..xations the Lutheran church fuffered SE"'cv;.\I. 

from the perfecuting lpirit of the Roman pontifs, PAR 'I' 11. 

and the, intemperate zeal of the houfe of Al!flria, Tt;L;;;b;: 
which, on many occafions, fllewed too ~reat a ran church 

fi r d h' b' . 1 dr.' Ic,f'· .... ound propen lty to lecon t clr am ItlOUS anl elpotlc in lome' 

mca[ures; we {hall therefore, at prefcnt, conlille ~:'m:,~rht 
our view to the loffes it fullained from other em'l'ate 

'1'1 £' f' L h . r f JT d Calvirufm. quarters. 1e Cau e 0 ut cralllJm unere 
confiderably by the defertion of MAURICE, Land
grave of H~ffe, a prince of uncommon genius a.nd 
learning, who not only embraced the doCtrine and 
difcipline of the Reformed church [b], 'but alfo, i,n 
the year 1604, removed the Lutheran profe1fors 
from their places in the Univerfity of Marpurg, 
and the doCtors' of that communion from the 
churches they had in.his dominions. MAURICE, 

after taking this vigorous ftep, on account of t~e 
obftinacy with which the Lutheran Clergy oppoled 

[a] In the HiJlory of tbe Romifh CbIJrcb.-See "bove. . 
r::r [bJ Th~ rL"ader muft always remember, that the Writers 

?f the CQntiIlen~ generally ufe the:: denomination of RejQrllleJ 
In a limited fellfe, to diflinguifh the church of Eng/r/1/d anJ the 
~l:IlviniiiM-.al Chur~hes fr"m thofe of tile Lutheran perfu'afiull .. 

hii 



~66 The HJs~oay '¥fbe{.;\litltran C~ftCltt 

C Elf T. his gefign, too~ partkular ·car~ ~. ~'hii"~ 
Si~~·n. je8:s inftructed in the. dofuine of the Helvetic 
p ~ It T ,II. church, and introduced into the Heffian churches 
d the form of -public wor1hip that was obferved at 

Geneva. This plan was not executed without 
fome difficulty; but it acquired a complete de
gree of ftahility and confill:ence in the year J 619, 
when deputies were fent by this prince to the fy
nod of Dort, in Holland, with exprefs orders to 
.collfent, in the name of the Heffian churches, to 
all the aCts that ihould be paKed in that affembly. 
The doctors of the Reformed church, who lived 
at this period, defended lI:renuoufly the meafures 
followed by MAURICE, and maintailed, that in 
all thefe tranfaEHons he obferved the fi:riCteft 
principles gf equity, and difcovered·an uncommon 
fpirh of moderation. Perhaps the doCtors of 
modern days may view this matter in a different 
point.of light. They will acknowledge, perhaps, 
without hefitatio)l, that if this illuftrious prince 
had been more influenced by the fentiments of 
the wifeft of the Reformed dottors, concerning 
the condua: we ought to obferve towards thofe 
who differ 'from us in religiouS' matters, and lefs 
by his own will and humour, he would have or
dered many things otherwife than he aaual1y 
{lid [c J. 

~'::':;on H. The example of the Landgrave of Heffi was 
::...~~~ followed, in the year 1614, by JOHN SlGISMUND, 

""I' [&] The reader will find a more ample account of this mat-
"r in the contr()verfial writings of the divines of Cf!ffil and 
{Jmpjladt, publjfued at Cf!ffil, Marturg, and Gi!lfo.n, in the 
years 16JZ, 1636. J647; and of which SALIG fpeaks largely 
It~ his Hifl. Aug. ConJ:ff. tom. i. lib. iv. cap. ii. p. 756. Tb.ofe 
~ underftand the Germaa language, may alIo COdult 
GARTH'S K!/Ioriftbtr Btricht 'lion tkm &ligionJ We/til in Fllr
~um ·Ugfoz. 1.706, in 4tQ.-CYl'RJAN'S U"urricht. WI" 

trw." r/J!icw. P'mi"igung tier Pt'fNdlMII.(I1/, p. 263' &.AppmJi~, 
p.·l01.-A, ilio the Aflt publithed In theUn/clnJJ/igrs;NtJr:6.. 
ridtm, A. 17+9' p. zS' . 

ele8:or. 



CgAti~'l; neH~iffhi.Y!if tl:Je Lutheran· CauRcH. 251. 

eleCl"orOfBrlJntle#urg, who alfo renounced Lu- C I N 't 
theranifm, and embraced the communion of the XVII.· 

Reformed ch~rches, thoug~ lfith certain rcflric- ~! ~~. I[' 
tions, and wlthout emploYIng any a8:s of mere --
authority to engage his fubjec1s in the l:mle mea-
fure. For it is obfervable, that this prince did 
not adopt LII the peculiar doctrines of Calvinifm. 
He introduced, indeed, into his dominions the 
form of public worfuip that was eftablilhed at Ct'-
ner~'a, and he embraced the lentiments of the Re-
formed churches concerning the Perjon of CHRI:ST, 
and the manner in which he is prcjcJlt in the eu-
charift, as they appeared to him much more COll-

formable to teafon and fcripture than the l.loCtrine 
of the Lutherans relating to thefe points. But, 
on the other hand, he refufed to admit [he Calvi-
niftieal doctrine of Divine Grace, and Alfolutc De-
crees; and, on this account, neither fent deputies 
to the fynod of Dort, nor adopted the decifions 
of that famous afiembly on thefe intric?te rub-
jeCls. This way of thinking was fo exaCtly fol-
lowed by the fuccelfors of SIGISMUND, that they 
never would allow the opinion of CALVIN, con-
cerning the Divine Decrees, to be confidcred as 
the public and received doCtrine of the Reformed 
churches in their dominions. It mull be parti-
cularly mentioned, to the honom of this wife 
prince, that he granted to his fubjeEts an entire 
liberty in religious matters, and left it to their 
unrellrained and free choice, whether they would 
remain in the profeffion of Lutheranifm, or fol. 
low the example of their fovereign; nor did he 
exclude from civil honours and employments, or 
from the ufual marks of his proteetion and favour, 
thofe who continued in the faith of their anceHors. 
This lenity and moderation, which feem,ed fo 
adapted to prevent jealoufy and envy, and to fa .. 
tisfy both parties, did n<?t however produce this 
natural and falutary etfeet; nor were they f~ffi. 

Clcnt 



:i6~ '{'he HIstOJltr~V~' t~~_:' 

C E W T. ~ient to reftrai,:g within the bmmdlofdecency' and 
$ E"cV;.I·n. ch~rity feveral warm and incdnfiderate votaries of 
PUT n.Lutheranifm~ Thefe'! over~:aealousperfons, who 
--- breathed the violen~ fpirit of an age in which 

matters of confequence were ufually carried on 
with vehemence and> rigour, looked> upon it as 

'i1ntolerable and highly provoking,-tJv!t the Lu
therans and Calvinifis fhould enjoy the fame ho
nours and prerogatives,-that all injurious terms 
and odious cqmparifons fhould be banifhed from 
religious deba~crs-that the controverted points in 
theology ihoutd' e~,tber be entirely omitted in the 
fermons and publicr.difcourfes of the clergy, or 
explained with a fpirit of moddiy and Chrifiian 
charity,....;.that certain Tites which difpleafed the 
'Calvinifis fhould be totally aboliihed,-and that 
they who differed in opinions, fhould be obliged 
to live in peace, concord, and the mutual ex
change of good offices. If it was unreafonable 
in them to be offended at injunCtions of this na
ture, it was ftill more fo to difcover their indig
nation, in a manner thate?,cited not only iharp 
Qnd uncharitable debates, but alfo civil commo
tions and vioient tumults, that difiurbed confi
derably the tranquillity of the fiate, and nourifu
cd a fpirit of fedition and revolt, which the labour 
of years w.s employed to extinguifh in vain. In 
this troubled fiate of things, the divines of Saxony, 
and more efpecially thofe of Wittemberg, under
took to defend the Lutheran caufe; but if it be 
acknowledged, on the one hand, that their views 
were good, and their intentions upright; it muft 
be owned, on the other, that their ftyle was keen 
even to a degree of Jicentioufnefs, and their zeal 
warm beyond all meafure. And indeed, as it 
>~enerally happens, their want of moderation hur.:, 
jtj.ftead of promoting, the caufe in which ~ey had 
'embarked; for it was in confequence of their, l1io~ 
lint proceedings, that tbe Fqrm at CQlUQrd was f'!P:. 
" , , pre1fe~ 
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preffed in -the territotiesof Bra.n~enburg, and the c ! N T. 
fubjeCts of that. ¢leCtorate prohlblted, by a fole.mn s XV'It.n. 
edict, from ftudying divinity in th~ academy of p ~ cR ~ II •. 
Wittemberg [dJ· 

III. It was deplorable to fee two churches, A 
'r tt9mpta 

which had dllcovered all equal degree of pious ""de to-

I d J: • d . h . fl- h . wards a zea an lortltu e 10 t rowmg 0 t e" de[potlc un!"" he. 

Yoke of Rome, divided among themfelvcs, and iWet
, n the 

• ·r d h '. ur,eran living Ih ducor stat were highly detnmental to and '~e-
. fr f I·' d h 11 b . f formed the mtere sore IglOn, an t e we - emg 0 chur.hes. 

fociety. Hence feveral eminent diyines and lead-
ing men, both among the Lutherans and Cal-
vinifrs, fought anxioufly after forne method of 
uniting the two churches, though divided in their 
opinions, in the bonds of Chrifiian ch::,rity and 
ecclefiafrical communion. A competent know-
ledge of human nature and human paffions was 
fufficient to perfuade thefe wife and pacific medi-
ators, that a perfect uniformity in religious opi-

[d] The edith of SIGISr~UND and his fuccdfors, relating 
to this change in the ftate of religion in Brandenburg, have 
been feveral times republifhed in one colleaion. Befidc8 thef.: 
there are many books. treatifes, and pamphlets, which give 
an account of this remarkable tranfaaion, and of which the 
reader will find a complet~ lift in th~ Getman work. entitled, 
Unfchuldigen Nachrichtm, An. 1745, p. 34. A. 1746, p. 32 6. 
compared with Jo. CAROL. KOCHERI Bibliothecu· Thrologill 
Symbolit;4, p. 312.-The reader who defires to attain to a per
fea acquaintance with this controverfy, and to be able to 
weigh the merits of the caufe, by having a true !tate of the 
cafe before him, will do well to confult ARNOLDI Hiflor. Bt
~1eJ. rl Hi£ret. p. ii. lib. xvii. c. vii. p. 965.-CYPRIAN'a 
Unterright 'Von lkr Vereil!igung der Prold/ant, p. 75. and in 
Append. M01Ium. p. 225.-UTlfchuldigm Nachr:chtm, A. 1729. 
p. 1067, et A. 1732, p. 71S.-They who affirm that the dec
to:'~ ultimate end, in changing the face of :eligion in hi8 ?o
mmlOns, was not the profpett of augrnelltmg and extending 
his authority, found their opinion rather. on .conJeCture tha!1 
00 demooftration; nor do they confirm this affo:t1on- by tefti
monies that arc fuflident to bring full conviction. It muf!, 
however, be ackDowledged, on the other hand. that their 
~onjeaUreIJ have neither au abfurd lI,or au improbable afpeCL 

niona 



C: E ,N 'f. n.ions was notpraak~le, .,n':i .. ~it,~ be 
h"cv;~·II. entirely ~trangaIit to nnagme!hlltanyQ[ thefe 
+ ... T U. con'lmunlt~s could ever be brought to embrace 
--- univerfally, and without limitation, the doctrines 

of the other. They made it, . therefore, their 
principal bufinefs to per[uade thofe, whofe fpirits 
,were inflamed with the heat of controverfy,-that 
the points in debate between the two churches 
were not eifential to true religion ;-that the fun
d~mental doCtrines of Chrifiianity were received 
and profeffed in both communions ;-and that 
the difference ,of opinion between the contending 
parties, turned :either upon poiuts of an abfirufe 
anJ incomprehenfible nature, or upon matters of 
indifference, which neither tended to render man
kind wifer' nor bett.~r, and in which .the intercfis 
'-If genuirie piety were in no wife concerned. 
Thofe who viewed things in this point of light, 
were obliged to acknowledge, that the di verfity 
of opinions between the two churches was by no 
means a fufficient reafon for their feparation; and 
that of confequence they were called, by the dic
tates of that Gofpel which they both profeffed, ,to 
live not only in the mutual exercife of Chrifiian 
charity, but alfo to entcr into the fraternal bonds 
of church communion. The greatefi part of the 
Reformed doCtors feemed difpofed to acknowledge, 
that the errors of the Lutherans were not of a mo
mentous nature, nor of a perniciQus tendency; 
and,that the fundamental doctrines of Chriftianity 
had not undergone any remarkable alteration in 
that communion; and thus on their fide an im
portant ftep was made towards peace and union 
between the two churches. But the greateft part 
of the Luther,an doCtors declared, that they could 
,lot form a like judgment wit.h refpeCl: to the d<x:
,trine. of ,the Reformed <;hurch~s; they maintained 
tfllaciouily the importance of the points which 
4i,vided the two communions, and' affirmed, that 

a con· 



a confiderable .p~ .~ ~he cont~overf~ turned upon 
the fundamentalprmclples of all rehgion arid vir
tue. It is not at all furprifing, that this fteadi
nefs and conftancy of the Lutherans was branded 
by t~e oppotite p~~ty with the epithets of morofc 
obftmacy, fupercIllOus arrogance, and fuch like 
odious denominations. The Lutherans were not 
behind-hand with their adver1~lrics in acrimony 
of ftyle; they recriminated with vehemence, and 
charged their accufers with inflances of mifcon-
duCt, different in kind, but equally condemnablt. 
They reproached them with having dealt. dilin
genuoufly, by difguifing, under ambiguous. ex
preffions, the real doarine of the Reformed 
churches; they obferved further, that tl:eir ad. 
verfaries, notwithftanding their confummate pru-
dence and circumfpeCtion, gave plain proofs, on 
many occafions, that their propenfity to a recon-
ciliation between the two churches arofe from 
views of private intereft, rather thun from a zeal 
for the public good. 

C E N T. 
xvu. 

SECT,I{. 
P A\I, T JL 

IV. Among the public tranfacrions relative to n.c1mtinn 

I ' .n. f ' b h ReF, 'd d .of t!,cfyno" tlC prOJCl.l 0 a umon et 'Neen t e ".I orme an ofCbar.nt ... 

Lutheran churches, we muft not omit mentioning 
the attempt made by JAMES I., king of Great Bri. 
tain, to accomplifll this falutary purpofe, 'in the 
year 1615. The perfon employed for this end 
by the Britifh monarch, was IJETER nu MODLIN,. 

the moft eminent among the Proteftant doCtors 
in France [eJ; but tNis defign was neither carried 
on with jpirit, nor attended with fuccefs [/J. 

[c] See LA VASSQR, IJ/l, de LOUIS XUI. tom. ii. p. ii. 
p,21. 

, l::T [1] King James, W~)o w(;ul~ have ab~don('d the, molt 
lIilportal:\t and uoble ddlgn, ilt a"y tIme,. to dl~cufs a pOIDt, of 
gramx.nar or theology. or to gain a POlDt of IDterell for hIm. 
fClf or his m,ini0ll~, negle&:d this ulliion of the LuthC!"M1 ant! 
Rcf~~ed churehe~ which he had begua w promote WJth f~ 
I&Il appearance:. of pi~y aud zeal~ 

Another 
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t'. N T. AnQther· attempt of the. fam~' patmcnatuti 'h' 
xvu. d' h· 6 . . h f d ~ Ch . beT. II. ma em t eyear I 31, in t e yno . are.", In 

~.;A" T II. which anaCl: was paifed by the Re ormed doC,\:ors: 
. of that refpeCtable afl"embly, declaring the Luthe

tan fy£lem of religion conformable with the fp~rit 
of ttue piety, and free from pernicious and fun. 
damental errors. By this aCt, a fair opportunity 
was offered to the Lutherans of joining with the 
Reformed church upon honourable terms, and of 
entering into the bonds' both of civil and religious 
communion with their Calviniftical brethren [g J. 
But this candid ano. charitable proceeding was at
tended with very little fruit, fince few of the Lu
therans were difpored to embrace the oc.cafion 
that was here fo freely offered them, of terminating 
the diifentions that feparated the two churches. 
The fame'; year a conference was held at Leipjic 
between the Saxon doCtors, HOE,. LVSER, and 
HOPFNER, on the one fide, and fome of the moll: 
eminent divines of Hej[e.Ctif[e1 and Brandenburg, 
on the other; to the end that, by expofing with 
fidelity and precifion their refpeCtive dochines, it 
might be more eafily feen, what the real obftacles 
were that £lood in the way of the union projeCted 
between the two churches. This conference was 
conducted with decency and moderation, and the 
deliberations. were neither difturbedby intempe
rate zeal, nor by a proud fpirit of contention and 
difpute; but that opennefs of heart, that mutual 
tru£l ~~l.d.confidence, which are fo efl"ential to the 
fuccefsof all kinds of pacification, were wariting 
here. For thou~h - the doaors of the Reformed 
party expo[ed, With the utmofi: precifion and fair
nes, the tenets ·of their church, and made, mor~
over, many coaceffions,· which the Lutheran. 

)f.z] 13E'lioIT; IIijIoirt.1' Etlit tie NtiIIlfI, t~. ii. p. S't+
~.j,U'K, .14&: tin ~ NatiOflfM#t tkl Eglifu WeffJNllU,". 
~«, tom. ii. p. 5°o.-lTTIGU Djfftrf. 4t SyMHIi ~ P indMlJlnlia erga .Lwher4lUJS, Lip,[. 1 70S, +to. 

202 ,~elVe8" 
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t4emfel.ves "uld fcarcely expeCl:; yet the latter, C EN ~. 
fufpicious and fearful, and always apprehenfivc s XVII. 

of fcherues, f«vmed "by artifi~e under the mafk of P:' ~ T,::E 
candoor, to betray and enfnare them, did not --
.dare to acknowledge, that they were fatisfied with 
thefe explications and offers; and thus the can. 
ference broke up without having contributed in 
any refpect to promote the falutary work of 
peace [b J. To form a true idea of thefe pacific 
deliberations, of the reafons that gave rife to 
them, and of the principles by which they were 
conduCl:ed, it will be ncceffary to ftudy the civil 
hifiory of this interefting .period with attention 
and care. 

V. ULADISLAUS IV., king of Poland, formed The eeln

a fiill mo're extenfive plan of religious union than ;~::!.c:~~t 
thofe hitherto mentioned; he propofed a recon. CajJil. 

ciliationrnot only between the Reformed ana Lu-
theran churches, but alfo between thefe two com
munions and that of Rome. For this purpofe, he 
ordered a conference to be held at Thorn, in the 
year 1645, the iffue of which, as might naturally 
have been expeCl:ed, was far [rom being favourable 
to the. projected union; for the perfous employed 
by the three churches to heal their divifions, or at 
leaft to calm their animofities, returned from this 
conference with a greater meafure of party-zeal, 
and a fmaller portion of Chriflian charity, than 
they had brought to it. 

The conference held at Caffel in the year 166 I, 
by the order of WILLIAM VI., Landgrave of 
llejfe, between.MuslEus and HENICHIUS, profef. 
fors at Rintelen, on the fide of the Lutherans, and 

. [hl TIMANNI GASSELI! Hifl~rja Sacra et Ec&/'jia.Jlica. p. ji. 
m addenJu, p. 597.:..-613. In whIch the Afll.of t;11l8 conf~ren7~ 
are publiihed.-Jo. WOLFG. JAEGER! Hiflorla Stemil XVtt. 

D.eccnn .• iv. P.497. c:i" This teftimony of Dr. MosHEllII' 
who was nimfelf a Lutheran, is 1in~ly honourabk to !lie 
Refonned aoetorr; . " . 

YOI.. V. T CURTIUS 



Z74 '1'he H!STOllY oltbe Luthetau:Clrtrtl* 
C EN T. CURTIUS and H"EINSIUS, of theuniverfity of Mal'" 
S::~~·lI. purg, on that of the Reformed,' was attended with 
t-,AR T'n. much more fuccefs ; and, if it did not bring 

about a perfeCt uniformity of opinion, it produce 
what' was much be~ter, a [pirit of ChrifHan cha
rieyand forbearance. For thefe candid doctors, 
after having diligently examined the nature, and 
weighed the importance, of the controverfies that 
divided the two churches, embraced each other 
with reciprocal marks of affection and efi:eem, and 
mutually declared that their refpeCtive doCl:rines 
were leis different from each other than was ge
nerally imagined; and that this difference was 
uot of fufficient moment to prevent their frater
nal union and concord. But it happened unluc
kily, that thefe mod.erate. doCtors of Rintclen could 
not infufe the fame Ipirit of peace and charity 
that animated tbcm" into their Lutheran brethren, 
nor perfuade them Jo view the difference of opi
nion, that divided the Protefi:ant churche&, in the 
fame indulgent point of light in which' they had 
confidered them in the conference at CaJ!eI. On 
the contrary, this their moderation drew upon 
them the hatred of almofi: all the Lutherans; and. 
they were loaded with bitter reproaches in a mul
titude of pamphlets [i], that were compofed ex· 
prefsly to refute their fentiments, and to cenfure 
the,ir conduCt. The pains that were taken after 

en The writers who have given accounts of the conferences 
of Thrn-n and C'!/ftl, are enumerated by SAGITTARlUs,-in h~ 
In/rad. ad Rift. Eccl:finfl. tom. ii. p. 1604.-See alfo JA~· 
.~ERI Hijloria Steroli xvii. Decet/n. v. p. 689. and Decenn. VIl. 

p. 160. where the A8s of the conferences 'of C'!!Ji:f and "Fl.,.rn 
are extallt • ..,..Add to thefe, JO( ALPHONS. TURR.ETlNI Nubes r d1ium pro mode,.ato in rebus Tbfologicil judicio, p. I 78.-~here. 
15 an amplc~" account of the conference of Cq!JCl in the Llfe ~ 
MusJEusgivcn by MOLLE,kUS in his C;mhr;a Litera/a, tom. 11. :». 565. The reader Wll1 tl\n:l in the fame work, an accurate 

. ~ {)f the ,d'alUIIII of thi~ conference pub1ifhtd on both 
~ 



CHAP. L9'beJ{l,.-:y '.!'the LutheranCaullCH. f7' 
thiS period by the prinlO;e~ of the houfe of Bran- c ! N T. 

denburg, and more efpeclally by FREDERIC WIL- S X,VII. 

LIA.M and his {on FREDERIC, in order to co~pofe P ~ ~~. n: 
the diifenfions and animofity that divide the Pro-
tdtallts, and particularly to promote a fraternal 
union between the Reformed and Lutheran 
churches in the Pruffian territories, and in the 
refl of their dominions, are . well kno'.vn: and it 
is alfo equally notorious, that innumerable diffi-
culties were formed againft the execution of this 
Ialutary deJign. 

VI. Befides thefe public conferences held by The paciRe 
• •• ' ClX')JnllS (If 

the authonty of pnnces, 111 order to promote Jo·m DII. 

union and concord among Proteflants, a multi- .eus. 

tude of individuals, animated by a fpirit of true 
Chrifl:ian charity, embarked in this pious cauCe 
on their own private authority, and offered their 
mcdiatidn and good offices to reconcile the two 
churches. It is true, indeed, that thdc peace-
makers were, generally fpeaking, of the Refurm-
ed church; and that thore among th-: Lutherans, 
who appeared in this amiable character, were but 
few, in compariiDn with the great number or Cal-
vinills thai: favoured this bcncrolcnt I'ut arduous 
ddign. The moll: eminent of the Calviniflical 
peace-makers was JOHN DURELTS, a native of 
Sra/lana', and a man juftly cekbrated on account 
of his univerfal benevolence, folid piety, and ex-
tenfive learning; hut, at the fame time, more re
markable for genius and memory, than for llicety 
of difcernment and accuracy of judgmC'nt, as 
might be evinced by feveral proofs aud tefli
monies, were this the proper place for difcuffions 
of that nature. Be that as it will, neyer, perhaps, 
was there fuch an example of zeal and per [eve-
rance as that exhibited by DUREUS, who, during 
the fpaceof for~y. years [..., fuffered .ve;xations, 

[lJ From the year J631 to 1674. 

T 2 and 



,,6 . 1"'heHts'l'otlif. ~t71tL~Cb .. ~ 
C ivN T. and underwent 1lbours, which required theffirm·, 
8 'It C ;~'Il. eft refolution, and the moIl: incxhaufiible· pa
P A a. T II. tience; wrote, exhorted, admonifhed, intreated, 
w! t and difputed; in a word, tried every method that 

·human wiCdom could fuggeft, to put an end to 
the diffenfions and animofities that reigned amollg 
the Proteftant churches. For it was not merely 
by the perfHafive eloquence of his pen, or by 
forming plans in the filence of the clofet, that 
ihis worthy divine perfonned the tafk which his 
benevolence and zeal engaged him to undertake; 
his 'atl:ivity and induftry were equal to his zeal j 
he travelled through all the countries in Europf 
where the Protefi:ant religion had obtained any 
footing; he fanned connexions with the doEton 
:(jf both parties; ,he addreffed himfelf to kings, 
'princes, magifirates, and minifters; and by reo 
'prefenting, in lively and ftriking colours, the 
utility and importance of the plan he had formed, 
'hoped to engage them more or lefs in this good 
.caufe, .or at leafi: to derive fame fuccour from theiI 
1.nfluence and protection. But here his view~ 
'Were confiderably difappointed; fOF though his 
undertaking was generally applauded; and though 
be met with a favourable and civil reception from 
the greateft part of thofe to whom he addrdfed 
himfelf~ yet he found very few wbo were ferioufl) 
-difpofed to alleviate his labours, by lending him 
-their affifi:ance, and reCORding his attempts by 
their influence and counfels. Nay fome, fufpeB:· 
ing that the fervent and extraordinary zeal oj 
·DUREUS arofe from myfterious and finifter mo· 
=tives, and apprehending that he had fecredy form· 
.ed a defign of drawing the Lutherans into a {nare, 
-attacked him in their writings with animofitY'anJ 
bitternefs, and load£4 him with the fuarpef! in
tveCtives and reprll:hes. So . that this well
meaning man, negl~a:ed at lengtb, .. by thofe of 
his own communion, op~ed and rejeCled by the 

.' . followt?"s 



foHo~ers . of L~TH~ll,involved in various per- C EN,. .. , 

plexl.ues artd d;ifuefs, exhaufted by unfuccefsful xvlI. 
labour, and, opp~effed and dej~ed by injurious ~~~~. N: 
treatment, perceIved, by a painful experience 
that he had undertaken a taik which was beyond 
the power of a private perfon, and fpent the re-
mainder of his days in repofe and obfcurity at 
Caffel [lJ. 

'It may not be improper to obferve here, that 
DUREUS, who, notwithflanding the uprightnefs 
of his intentions in general, was fometimes defi. 
cient in franknefs and ingenuity, had annexed to 
his plan of reconciliation certain dodrines which, 
were they fufceptible of proof, would. ferv·e as a 
foundation for the union not only of the Luthe
rans and Calvinifis, but alfo of all the different 
feas that bear the Chriflian name. For, among 
other things, he maintained, that the AprJllcs' 

[I] See COLERl lI"!/loria JOH. DUR.t:l, publil11cd in 4to at 
Tl'itlfluberg in 17 I 6, to which, however, many important ad
aiti".!> might be made from public records, and alfo from do
cuments til'at have not a~ yet feen the ligbt: Some record. 
~nci documents, of the kind here referred to, have been pub
Ijlh~d by HASJEUS, in his Bib/ia/heca BremenJ. Theologim-l'hi
Iol~r:ica, tom. i. p. 91 I. and tom. iv_ p. 683. A fEll greater 
Dumber are givl,n by GESSF,LIUS, in the Adder,,") [renica, tllat 
are fuojoined to his HiJloria Ecclifttiflica, tom. ii. p. 61+ ·The 
tranfaaions ofDull..lEus at Marpurg are mentioned by SCHENK, 

in his 1'1/.£ Prof~rum Theologu Marpurg, p. zoz.-His at
tempts in Ho!Jlein may he learned from the letters of LACKMAN 

lind Lo s S JUS, which are joined together in the f.tme volume. 
His exploits in PrujJia and Poland are recorded by JAnLONSKY, 

!n his HiJloria Co,yenjiu Sendomiriu!ps,. p. IZ7. lind his la?ours 
In Denmark, the Palatinate, and SWlt-ur/and, are mentIOned 
refpeB:ively by ELSWICH, in his FaJciculul Ep,iJlol. Thea/og. 
p, 14i.-..")EELE)/'S Dl:lickr Epiftol. p. 353. an.d 1I~ the M,ujcu,,!, 
Helvel. tom. iii. iv. v.-See affo JAEGERI Hiflorta SdJcu/z XVII. 

Deem". vii. p. J71.-BoHMIVS, EnglifcheRejorl1latio:" Hl'orie, 
and m.ore efPecially an account of "PUIUEUS, publilhed under 
my direction at Hell1J!ladt, in the ~r 17*4. by BEN1lt:LIU~. 
~d entitled, Di/TertatilJ tie JOHAN. DuJ..lEo, maxifl1l! de .All" 
f/..l/.l ~4T1iI. 1'bia Differtation cdntains a nriety of anecdot~ 
drawn from recordii not yet .made pllblic. 
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if'he HISTORY of theLutheftufCftt1R~ 
Creed was a complete 'body:of divinity';' the T~1t 
Cortlma1tdments a perfea fyficm of morals; and the 
Lord's Prayer a comprehenfive fe'ries of petitions 
for all the bleffi:ttgs contained in the divine pro
mifes. N.)w if this notion, that thefe facred com
pofitions contain all that 'is eifential to faith, obe
dience, and devotion" had been univerfally enter
tained, or evidently demonfirated, it would not 
have been a chimerical projea to aim at a recon
ciliation of all Chrifiian churches upon this bafis, 
and to render thefe compofitions the foundation of 
their coalition and the bond of their union. But 
it would have;been highly chimerical to expect, 
that the Chrifiian fcas would univerf-llly adopt 
this notien, or be pleafed to fee the doarines of 
Chrifiianity reduced to fuch general principle~. 
It is further . to be obferved, with refped to 

DUREUS, that he fhewed a peculiar propenflty 
towards the fentiments of the MyJl;e.r and .~ak('rs, 
on account of their tendency to favour his con
ciliatory andlacific project. Like them he phced 
the eifence 0 religion in the a/eC1lf of the foul to 
God, in calling forth the hidden 'word, in fanning 
the divine/park that refidcs in the receffes of the 
human mind, and, in confequence of this fyflcm, 
was intimately perfuaded, that (~iflcrenccs merely 
in theolop;ical opinions did not at all concern the 
elfence of true piety. , 

VII., Thofe amonp; the Lutherans that appear
ed the molt zealous in this pacific caufe, were 
JOHN MATTHUE [m], bifhop of Strcngne.r in S'Zf.JC

den, and GEORGE CALIXTUS, profelfor of divinity 
at Hcln!fiadt,.whom DUREU8 had animated with a 

. cj- [m] MATTH.llE had been t:haplain to GUSTAVUS ADOL

l'H U s, and was afterwards appointed, by that prince, precep
tor to his daughu:rCHlqs!tb,A, fo famoUR in hillory, on ae
<;ount of the wnimfical peculiarities of her character, herta!le 
fOrieaming, and her deration of the Swedifh throne and the 
I'roteftant religion. . 

, portion 



CHAP. L .. 1'/1., HlSTOl\.V if the Lutheran CliI1RCH. ~19 
portion of his charitable and. indulgent [pilit. c F. N T. 

The former was a man of capacity and merit the x\'u'. 
- 'I d'{l' '{bed 's E C T.lJ. latter was emmcnt y 1 Llngul among the doc- t' A it'r U. 
tors of this century, by his learning, genius, pro- --
bitr, and candour.;_ hut thH both failed in the 
arduous undertaking i" which they had engaged, 
<Ind fuff'ered confiderably in their attempts to pro-
mote the caufe of unity and concord. The Ofi.·vc-
bra7ubcs [nJ of MATTHIJE, who entitled thus his 
pacific produCtions, were, by a royal ~diCl:, pub-
jicly condemned and fuppreifed in Sweden " and 
their author, in order to appeafe the fury of his 
enemies, was obliged to refign his bi/hopric, and 
pafs the rell: of his days in retirement [oJ. The 
zeal of CALIXTUS, in calming the tumultuous 
and violent fpirit of the contending parties, drew 
upon him the bittereft reproaches, and the warm-
elr animofity and refentment from thofe who were 
more bent on maintaining their peculiar opinions, 
than in promoting that charity which is the end 
of the commandment; and while he was labour-
ing to remove all feas and divifions, he appeared 
to many of his brethren in the light of a new lee-
tary, who was founding the moft pernicious of all 
fcas, even that of the Syncretifls, who were fup .. 
pofed to promote peace and concord at the. ex-
pence of truth. We {hall, before we finiili this 
chapter, endeavour to give a more particular and 
circumfbntial ~count of the fcntiments and trials 
of this great an, to whofe charge many other 
things were lai , befides the crime of endeavour-
ing to unite the difciples of the fame mafter in the 
amiable bonds of charity, concord, and mutual 
forbearance; and whofe opinions and dcfigns ex-
cited warm contefts in the Lutheran church. 

[n] Rant; O/i'IJ~ Septrotr;onalis. 
(0] Sec SCHEFFERI Succla Litterma, p. 123. and JOH. M?,,

LEI.I ad earn Hypomnnnata, p. 317.-AB.ItENHOLT7.~. Mm/lnrez 
tk la ReiN C1!&lSTIHE, WDl. i. p. 320. 505. tom. 11. p. 63' 

T 4 Vill. The 



2g6ne Hrs1'oltY of the Lutheran CHriaClt~ 
C E N T.WI. The external fiate of the Lutheranchurc1l 
SE"cv':~·IJ. at this period was attended with various circum. 
P ..u. T II. fiances of profperity, among which we may rec. 
The pro. kon its fianding firm againfi the a'ifaults of Rome, 
fperou. whofe artifice and violence Were in vain employed 
::'~~:nt~;t to pring on its deflrut1:io'n. It is well known, 
~e~a~ Lu· that a very confiderable number of Lutherans re~ 
c;hurch. lided "in thofe provinces where the public exercife 

of their religion was prohibited. It has more 
efpecially been {hewn by tbe late memorable emi. 
gration of the Saltz burgers [p], that ftill greater 
numbers of them lay concealed in that land of 
defpotifm and bigotry, where the fmalleft diffent 
from popery, with whatever fecrecy and circum. 
fpt'ction it may be difguifed, is confidered as an 
enormous and capital crime; and that they pre. 
ferved their religious fentiments and doctrines 
pure and uncorrupted amidft the contagion of 
Romilh fuperftition, which they alway~ beheld 
with averfion and horror. In thofe countries 
which are inhabited by perfons of different com~ 
'munions, and whofe fovcreigns are members of 
the Romi/h church, we have numberlefs inf1:ances 
of the cruelty and injuftice praaifed by the pa· 
pHts againft thofe that diifent from them; and 
thefe cruelties are exercifed under a pretext fug. 
gelled by the mon: malevolent bigotry, which 
reptefents thefe diffenters as feditious fubjeas, 
and confequently as worthy of the moft rigorous 
treatment. And yet it is certain, that, amidft 
aU. thefe vexations, the Lutheran church has fiood 
lis ground"; nor has either the craft or fury of its 

'to' [p 1 Forlln account of the perfecuted Lutherans is the 
archhilhopric of· Sall·,dourg, fl!e BURNET'S rra'IJ~ls. See D.1Qre 
c:fpecially a famous Latin difcourfe, publilhed at Tubil1gm, 'ill 
the year 1732, under the following title: C.",mcnlariolui "I"'heo
JqgiiW"J. "intolatmdi.r in R(IJgicme lJjjfrvtif11tihus, quam Pr~de 
C~IST. MATTH. PrAFrIO difnllkl WOLF. LUD. LJ::T1I
c.\tJ)/O. 

enemies 



CHAP. I. fJI·H:fSTOltV oftfJe Luthera.rtCauRcH. 2If 
enemies been_ able, any where, to deprive it efi- C E Nor 

tirely of its rights and privileges. It may further s XVII, • 

be obfer'Ved, that the doCtrine of LUTHER was p! ~!' ft, 
carried iato Aji'" Africa," and America, bv [everal 
per[ons who fixed their habitations in thot~ diltant 
regions, and was alfo introduced into fome parts 
of Europe, where it had hitherto been unknown. 

IX. When we turn Qur view to the internal The ,'1"0-

ftate of the Lutheran church during this century, r:'~~i~~ 
we {hall find it improved in various reIipeets' amung .he 

, ' LUlhCfl'li" 
though feveral blemIfhcs yet remained that cloud-
ed its Iuitre. It mull be acknowledged, to the 
honour of the Lutherans, that they cultivated all 
the various branches of literature, both farrell and 
profane, with uncommon induftry and fuccds, 
and made feveral improvements in the fciences, 
which are too well known to Hand in Ilecd of a 
particular mention; and of which a circumlbu
tial enumeration would be inconfiHent with the 
brevity we propote to obfcrvc in this hiilury. 
But if it cannot be denied, on the one hand, that 
the caufe of religion gained hy therc improve
ments in learning, it inult be owned, on the 
other, that fame branches of fcicnce ,\"Cre per
verted by injudicious or ill-ddigning men, to 
corrupt the pure fimplicity of genuine Chrifli
;mity, and to render its doctrines ah{l:rufe and in
tricate. Thus it too often happens in life, that 
the beft things are the moftegregioufly ahufed. . 

About the commencement of this century, the 
fciences chiefly cultivated in the [chools were lo~ 
gic and metaphyfics; though the manner of treat
ing them was almoft entirely defiitute of elegance, 
fimplicity, and precifion. Hut, in procel's oftime, 
the [cene changed in the feminaries of Jearning ; 
and tht: more entertaining ar:.d agreeable branchc...-g 
Of literature, that polifh 'wit, excite ,tafl:e, e,,:e~~ 
CIle jrrdgment,. andenri.ch memory~ l~c~ as c).v~l 
and natural hiftOry1 philology, antIqultIeS, C,rlU-

ClrOl, 



~g2 The HISTORy·o/,the Ltltherart'GftttR<lH. 

C~v"l T. dfm, and eloquence, g~ined the afcendant. Both 
SEC ;.'II. thefe k.inds of knowledge acquired alfo a more 
I' A K T II. graceful, confrll:ent, and regular form than that 

under which they had hitherto appeared. But it 
happened moll: unluckily, that while the boun
daries of fcience were extended from day to day, 
and new difcoveries and improvements were con
fiantly enriching the rt:public of letters, the cre
dit of learning began ienfrbly to oecreafe, and 
learned men [eemed gradually to lofe thofe pecu
liar marks of veneration and diflinaion that the 
novelty of their character, as well as the excellence 
and importance of their labours, had hitherto 
drawn from the public. Among the various cir
cnmfl:ances that contributed to this decline of li
terary glory, we may particu larly reckon the mul
titude of thofe who, without natural capacity, 
tafie, or inclination, were led, by authority or a 
defire of applaufe, to literary purfuits; and by 
their ignorance or their pedantry, caft a reproach 
upon the republic of letters. 

T~e Rite of· X. The only kind of philofophy that was taught 
ph.lofophy. in the Lutheran fchools, during the greatefi part 
T~eAri~o- of this century, was that of ARISTOTLE, dreffed 
.. ltans tn- . h r h I 11.' r h' rd' . ...,.up m t at IC 0 alllC lOrm t at mcre''.le ItS natlVe 

intricacy and fubtilty. And fuch was the' devout 
and exccfiive veneration entertained by many for 
this abfirufe fyfiem, that any attempt to rejeCl: 
the Grecian oracle, or to correCt its decifions, was 
looked upon as of the mofi dangerous confequence 
to the interefis of the church, and as equally cri
minal with a like attempt upon the facred writ
ings. Thofe who difiinguiihed themfelves in the 
mofi extraordinary manner by their zealous and 
invincible attachment to the Peripatetic philofo
phy, were the divines of Leip/ic, Cf"ubingen, Helm
fiad!, and Altorf. The enchantment, however, 
was not 'univerfal; and there were many who, 
withdrawing their private judgment frQJl'1' the 

yoke 
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yoke of authority, were bold enough to fee with C E N T. 

their own eyes; and of confequence difcerned xvu. 
the blemifhes that were ~ndeed' fufficiently vifible ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~: 
in the pretem!.ed wifdOln of the Grecian fage. _r __ _ 

The fidt attempt to reduce his allthority within 
narrow bounds was madl:: by certain pious and 
prudent divines, who though they did not pre. 
tend to difcourage all philofophical inquiries, yet 
were defirous of confining them to a few felect 
fubjects; and complained, that the pompous de. 
nomination of philofophy was too frequently 
profiituted [q], by being applied tt) unintelligible 
diftinCtions, and words, 01 rather founds, delli. 
tute of fenfe. Thefe were fncceedcd in their dif-
like of the Peripatetic philofophy by the difciples 
of RAMUS, who had credit enough to banifh it 
from feveral fcminarks of learning, and to fubfti. 
tute in its place the fyftem of their mailcr, which 
was of a morc pradical kind, and hetter adapted. 
to the purpofcs of life [rJ. But if the philolophy 
of ARISTOTI.E mel with adYlcrfariL's \\ ho oppof.:d 
it upon folid and rational principles, it had alfo 
enemies of a very difte:rcnt ch~lraacr, ~vho im. 
prudently declaimed againlt philofophy in gene. 
ral, as highly detrimental to the caure of relip;ion 
and the interefls of [neicty. Such wai:l the fana. 
tical extravagance of DANIEL I-lOHMAN, profef. 
lor at He!lI!fladt, who dilCovered, in this contro· 
verfy, an equal degree of ig~orance and animo-
fity; and fuch alfo were the followers of RO~E R T 

FLUDD, JACOB Hrnt!'l'lEN, and the Rofecruclans, 
who boafted of having {huck out, by the aiEl!. 
ance of fire and di'L,inc illumination, a new, won· 

['7J Such, among others, was. W~!>5ESL.1S SCHILLIH.G1V~, 
()£ whom a particular account IS glvtn by. AR N 0 ~D, III 1.1. 
IfjjlfJI". Eeclif. et Hi1!rd. p. ii, l!b. xvii. cap. VI. • '.' 

[rJ See Jo. HJi.RMAN All ELSIVICK,.De. varza. A,:!;olt'!f 
flr.1u"a. § xAi. P.54. alld'VALCHIUS, Hiflo.'"'.a Logtttl, lib. 11. 

·~ap. ii. feet. iii. ~ Y. in Partrgi$ ejus /lcaaml/&U, p. 61 3· f' 1 
delU. 



2it4 'EheHJBTO."'i;fI!16 LutheHD·CInr&~a.;; 
C E N T. derful, and celefrial fyfteIll of philofophy~ of 
3 EX:~~·II. which mention has been already made [s J. There 
P A .. T n. adverfaries of the Stagirite were divided among 

themfelves, and this diminHhed the firength an~ 
vigour of their oppofition to the common enemy. 
But had they been ever fa clofely united in their 
Ienciments and meafures, they would not have 
been able to overturn the empire of ARISTOTLE, 

1Vhich was deeply rooted in th.e fchools through 
lohg pofietJion, and had a powerful fupport in 

Ttie free
dom of 
philofophi
cal Inquiry 
«_ina 
&round. 

the multitude of its votaries and defenders. 
XI. The Peripatetic fyfrem had frill more for

midable adverfaries to encounter in DES CAR TES 

and G A6SENDI, whore writings were compofed 
with that perfpicuity and precifion that rendered 
them fingularly agreeable to many of the Luthe_ 
ran doctors of this century, and made them look 
with contempt on that obiolete and barren philo
Jophy of the fchools, which was expreffed in un
couth terms and barbarous phrafes, without tafte, 
elegance, or accuracy. The votaries of ARI

STOTLE beheld with envy thefe new philofophers, 
ufed their mofl: zealous endeavours to bring them 
into difcredit, and, for this purpofe, reprefented 
their refearches and principles as highly detri. 
mental to the interefts of religion and the growth 
of true piety. But when they found, by experi
ence, that thefe methods of attack proved unfue
cefsful, they changed their manner of proceiding, 
and (like a prudent general, who, befieged by a 
fuperior force, abandons his outworks and retires 
into the citadel) they relinquifued much of their 
jargon, and defended ouly the main and effential 
principl«s of their fyfiem. To render thefe prin
ciples more palatable, they began to ·adorn them 
_ith the graces of elocution, and to mingle witk 
~ ~hilofophical teneH the charms of polite Ij.. 

. t/J;&e above, ill the GmnvJlIjfIo",ofthe Cil",. ... 1~ 
terature. 



CHAP. L· ~"HtnoaT,f IhfLutheran CHURCH. taff 
teraUlfle. They even weat fo far as to confefs" C E N T. 

that ARlSTOTLE, though the prince of philofo~ XVlf. 

h ' ch --1..1 . h d _L 'SE CT. II. P ers, was, argCiIW e 'WIt ettors an dtaeets, p.\ 1'. T n. 
which it was both lawful and expedient to corret!:. ---

, But thefe conce£li.ons only ferved to render their 
advenariesmore ,confid~t aDd enterprifing, fince 
they were interpreted as refulting from a con
fcioufnefs of their weaknefs, and were looked upon. 
as a manifeft acknowledgment of their defeat. In 
.confequence of this., the enemies of the S~agirite 
,renewed their attacks ,with redoubled impetuo
fity, and with a full affurance of viftory; nor did 
they confine them to thofe branche:> of the Peri
'patetic philofophy which were allowed by its vo
taries to frand in need of correCtion, but levelled 
them, without diftinCtion, at the whole i)'Hem, 
and aimed at nothing lefs than its total difIolution. 
,GRoTIUs, indeed, who marched at the head of 
thefe philofophical reformers, proceeded with a 
certain .degree of prudence and moderation. Pu f
FENDORF, in treating of the law of nature al1(1 of 
the duties of morality, threw off, with more bold
'uefs and freedom, the Peripatetic yoke, and pur· 
fued a method entirely different from that which 
had been hitherto obfcrved in the fchools. This 
freedom drew upon him a multitude of enemies, 
,who loaded him with the bitterefi: reproaches; 
his example was ueverthdefs followed by.THO. 
'MASruS, profeifor of law in the academy of Ldp
fie, and afterwards at Hall, who attacked the Pe
ripatetics with new degrees of vehemence and 
-zeal. This eminent man, though honourably 
'diilinguiihed by the excellence of his genius and 
the ftrength of his refolution, was n?t, perhaps, 
the properefr perf on that could be pItched upo.n 
,to Jllanage the interefts of philofophy.. H1S 

'views nevcrthelefs were vafr; he aimed at the 
:refor~tion of phiiofophy in ~eneral, and of the 
Peripatetic fyfteni in particular; and he' ;illidu-

~2 ouny 



286. Y"heHls1'Oll:Y ''bj the Lutheran CetracH. 
CENT. oufly employed both the power of exhortation and 

XVII. 
SE C T. II. the influence of example, in order to perfuade the 
P A & T n. Saxons to rejeCt the Ariftotelian fyftem, which he 
• . had never read, and which moft certainly he did 

not underftand. The fcheme of philofophy, that 
he fubftituted in its place, was received with little 
applaufe, and foon funk into oblivion; but his 
attempt to overturn the fyftem of the Peripate
tics, and to reflore the freedom of philofophical 
inquiry, was attended with remarkable fuccefs, 
made, in a little time, the moft rapid progrefs, 
and produced fuch admirable effeCts, that THO

MASITJS is juHlylooked upon, to this day, as the 
chief of thofe bold fpirits who pulled down philo
fophical tyranny from its throne in Germany, and 
gaYe a mortal blow to what was called the SeCla
rian Philofophy [tJ in that. country. The firft [e
minary of learning that adopted the meaf ures of 
THOMASIUS was that of Hall in Saxony, where he 
was profeiTor; they were afterwards followed by 
the ren of the German fchools, by fame fooner, 

. and by others later; and from thence a fpirit of 
philofophical liberty began to fpread itfelf into 
other countries, where the Lutheran religion was 
eft.abli!hed. So that, towards the conclufion of 
this century, the Lutherans enjoyed a perfeCt li
berty of conducting their philofophical refearches 
in the manner they judged the moft conformable 
with truth and reaton, of df'parting from the 
mere diCtate,S of authority in matters of fcience, 
and of propofing publicly everyone his refpeClive 
opinions. This liberty was not the confequence 
of any pofitive decree of the ftate, nor was it in
cu:lcated by any law of the church; it feemed to 

C [J] By the SeBarian Phi/o/bphrrs were meant, thofe who 
followed implicitly (ome one of the ancient philofophical fetb, 
without daring to ufl: the diaates of their private judgment, 
to correa or modify thct doCtrines or expreffiona of thefe hoar'f 
guiclea. .. .. 

refult 
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refult from!hat inv~fible difp?fal of things, which C E !If T. 
we caU accident, and certamly proceeded from XVII. 

Ir f £ ·r d· SECT. n. the euorts 0 a lew great men, iecon mg and ex· P A • T 11. 
citing that natural propenfity towards free inquiry, 
that can never be totally extinguifhed in the hu-
man mind. Many employed this liberty in ex-
tracring, after the manner of the ancient Eclectics, 
what they thought moft conformable to reafoll, 
and moft fufceptible of demonftration, from the 
producrions of the different fchools, and connd:.l:· 
iug thefe extracrs in fuch a manner as to coniti. 
tute a complete body of philol()phy. But fame 
made a yet more noble ufe of this indlimable pri. 
vilege, by employing, with indefttigable zeal and 
indufhy, their own faculties in the invdbgation 
of truth, and building upon folid ami lInchang~-
able principles ;l new and fublimc fyHem of phi-
lofophy. At the head of thefe we may place 
LEIBNITZ, whofe genius ~nd Iabonrs have de-
fervedly rendered his name immortal [II]. 

In this conflict between the reformers of philo .. 
fophy and the votaries of ARISTOTLE, the latter 
loft ground from day to day, and his I)'fh.:m, in 
confequcnce of the extremes that reformers often 
fall int~, grew fo dif~ufting and odious? that con .. 
demnatlOn was pafTed Oil every prt ot It. Hence 
the fCicnce of Me/ophyjics, whieh the Gn:cian fage 
had confidered as th~ mailer-kienec, as the ori. 
ginal fountain of all true philofophy, was fp(iiled 
of its honours, and fell into contc:mpt; nor was 
the authority and iufluence even of Ihs CARTES 

(who alfo fet· out, in his enquiries, upon meta· 
phyfical principles) f ufllcient to fupport it againft 
the prejudices of the times. HowcI'cr, when the 
firft heat of oppofition began to cool, and the 

[uJ The curious reader will find an accurate and. ample ac
count of this revolution in yhilofophy, in the lcamed DR tlC-

kU.'s Hif/()ria Critica PhilojophilZ. . 
rage 
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C E N T. rage of putyto fuhfide, thi$ degra,deq·fciQce 
s EX~~~'lI. was not only r~alled from its e~j1e; by the inteJ'
PA;': T IJ. pofition and ctedit of LEIBNITZ, lJut wa~ alfp rl!
~. jnftated in its former dignity and lufue. 
The 1Iirtues XII. The defeds and vices of {be LQ.theran 

. and <i.loth I h b . fr' 11 r d - d 
of the Lu- <: ergy ave een CIrcum antla y expOLe·, an 
~~;~n doc· .even exaggerated by many writers, who feem to 
. lequire in the minifters of the Gofpel a degree of 

:perfeaioIl, which ought indeed -always to be aim
ed at, but which no wife obferver of human na
ture can ever hope to fee generally reduced to 
praClice. Thefe cenfurers reprefent the leading 
men of the Lutheran church as arrogant, con
tentious, dcfpotic, and uncharitable; as defritute 
of Chriflian fimplicity and candour; fond of 
quibbling and difimte; judging of all things by 
-the narrow fpirit of party; i and treating wi~h the 
utmofl antipathy and averfion thofe that differ 
from them ever fo little in religious matters. 
The lefs confiderable among the Lutheran doc
tors were charged with ignorance, with a neg-lea 
of the facred duties of their fl:ation, and with a 
want of talent in their character as public teach
.ers. And the whole body were accufed of ava
rice, lazinefs, want of piety, and corruption of 
manners. 

It will be acknowledged, without difficulty, by 
·thofe who have H:udied with attention and impar
:tiality the genius, manners, and hifl:ory of this 
,cedtbiy, that the Lutheran clergy are not wholly 
irreproachable with refpeCl to the matters that an: 
.here laid to their charge, and that many Luthe· 
"ran churches were under the direction of paftors 
-who were highly ddic;ient, fome in zeal, others 
in abilities, many in both, and confequently ill 
qualified for propagating the truths of Chrifti· 
anity with wifdom and fuccefs. But this re
proach is not pec~liarly applicable to the fe.ven
teentb century ;it is a general charge that, with 

. too 
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toO much truth, may be brought againft aU· the C E N T. 
ages of the church~ On the other hitnd, it mull: s LXCV~\t. 
he acknowledged, l1y all f ueh as are not blinded P Ak 1 tl. 
nv ignoram:e or partiality, that the whole of the 
I:utheran clergy did not confill: of thefe unworthy 
paftors, and that many of the Lutheran donors 
of this centul'Y were diftinguifhcd by their learn. 
!f1g, . piety, g;:n:ity and wif~om. Nay, p.erhars 
It mIght be mf1icult to deCIde, whether In our 
times, in which fome pretend that the fanclity of 
lhc primitive dodors ig revived in fevcral places, 
there be not as many that do little honour tf) the 
pafi:oral charader as in the times or our aneeHo":; ? 
It muft further be obfcfW'd, that m;my of the d~~. 
fd:.'ts which are invidioully charged upon Ih~ 
~i()t1ors of this a(TC, were in a lrn:at mcafl1;e t)W-
ing to the infclic'i1ty of the til1le~;. Th!.'} werc the 
unhappy dldts of tho1C public calamities which 
a dreadful war ,of thii·ty y'_'~rs dUL'.tiun, produced 
in Germany; they derived ihength from the in-
fluence of a corrupt education, (lIeU w:.:re rom:.:-
limes encouraged by the protcttioll ,:nd counte· 
nance of vitions and profligate magiihates. 

XIII. Th~t the vices of the Lutheran clergy 7t"~I':;~~~" 
were partly owing to the infelicity of the times, thtr.nc!cr. 

t~" p;lrtly 
will appear evident from fome particul ar illnancc~. owmg to. 

lr muft be acknowledged that, duril!g' !lie great· ~~;;i~:;:I~~;~ 
dl: part of this century, neither the difcuurI"es of li"d. 

the pulpit nor the infiru(l:iol1" of the khoois wac 
;;dapted to promote alllOllg the people, juil iGeat> 
of religion, or to give them a competent k,lOW-
ledge of the dotl:rines and precepts of the Gofpd. 
The eloquence of the pulpit, a~ fome ladicroufly. 
and too juftly rcprefent it, was reduced, i,n many 
places, to the noify art of bawling (d.mingi a'l?tJr
tainfpace of time meafured by' a . f:'H1d-?:la£S Y 'up0l1 
:lIarious points of th.~logy, whi~h. the orators 
u~lClerftood but very h~de, and whIch the. people 
did not undetJlalld at aU; and when the Uftport~ 

VOL.-V. U ant 
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c, iitl T. ant. dofuines a.nd precepu of Ch~ty •• In· 
flJ C,T. on. troduced . ill .. tbefe public 4ifcoutWi, they were 
Jr,~a.T 11. frequ~tly disfigUred by tawdry and puerile ama. 

iru~nts, wholly inconftftellt with· the fpirit an,a ge. 
Dius of the divine wifdom that fhines forth in the 
qafpel, and were thus, in.a great meafure, de. 
prived of their native beauty., efficacy, and power. 
~l this mull: be confeifed; but perhaps. it may 
Rot appear furprifing, when all things are duly 
cpnJidered. The minifiers of the Gofpd had 
their heads full of fonorous and empty words, ·of 
trivial difrinaions and metaphyfical fubtilties, and 
very ill furnifhed with that kind of knowledge 
that is adapted to touch the heart and to reform 
the life; they had alfo few models of true elo. 
queue!;! before their eyes; and therefore it is not 
much to be wondered, if they dreffed out their 
«;lifcourfes with foreign and taflelefs ornaments. 

The charge brought againfl the univerfities, 
that they fpent more time in fuhtile and conten· 
tious controverfy, than in explaining the holy 
Scriptures, teaching the duties of morality, and 
promoting a [pirit of piety and virtue, though 
too jufl:, yet may alfo be alleviated by confider
ing the nature and circumIl:ances of the times. 
The Lutherans were furrounded with a multitude 
of adverfaries, who obliged them to be perpe· 
tually in a pollUTe of defen:ce; and the Roman
catholics, who threatened their defhuaion, con· 
~ributed, in a more particular xqanner, to excite 
in taeir dottors that polemic fpirit, which unfor
~unatei:y became a habit, and had an unhappy in· 
ftuellce on the ex~rcife both of thei,I: academical 
and paftoral funaio~. In.time of Wilr, the A).i· 

•. ,litatla;t not only bec~m~s fi.p.gulatly- nrpe¢\able, 
~,J1t 18. preferred, withQut hefitation, - before all 
.~&, ~ acccamt of i~ tendenty to mlintaia 
~~. ~nerun,ab1e tddJings of liberty and irul~ 
~cJ ~ ~U8, "'the. midi of theo1o~lcal ~om .. 

IllQllep,s, . 
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moti,oris,*.fpitit of controverf~, by becoming CENT'. 

uecdfary, . g~" a,a ~cel!dant, ~~lch, even wh.en s 'f,~V::'1l. 
the ~aRger is, o:v~r, It IS, unwIlhng to lofe. lJ: P,1I.1' It 
were indeed ardently to be wifhed, that the Lu-
therans bad treated with more mildnefs and cha-
rity thofe who differed from them in religious 
opinions, and had difcovered more indulgence 
and forbearance towards [uch, more efpecially, 
<.8 by igno:ance, fanaticifm, or exceffive curiofity, 
were led mto error, without pretending, never-
thdefs, to diilurb the public tranquillity by'pro.. 
p;1gating their particular fyfiems. But they had. 
unhappily imbibed a fpirit of perfecution in their 
early education; this was too much the [pirit of 
the times, and it was even a leading maxim with 
Ollr ance!l:ors, that it was both lawful and expe-
dient to ufe feveri!'y and force againfl: thofe whom 
they looked upon as heretics. This maxim was. 
derived from Rome; and even thofe who feparat-
cd from that chnrch did not find it cafy to throw 
off, all of a fudden, that defpotic and uncharitable 
fpirit that had fo long been the main-fpring of its 
government, and the general charatterifiic of it& 
members. Nay, in their narrow views of things, 
their very piety fecmed to fupprefs the generoua 
movements of fraternal love and forbt:arance; 
and the more they felt thernfelves animated with 
a zeal for the divine glory, the more difficult did, 
they find· it to renounce that ancient and favour .. 
ite maxim, which had fa often been ill interpreted 
and ill applied, that whoever is found to be an ene-
my to God, ought qJJo II) be declared an enemy to bit 
country. [wJ. 

I:J" ['W] It were to be wilh.ed that the Lutherans had ~. 
in many. plaoea, perfevel1!d in th4!fe fevere and defpotic prill
ciples looger than.. ~r Prate. ftant churches. 11 ntil thi. ,!rey 
day. th.e LIl~8 <;If Fr:an!tfqrj on the·,.M.tituhave ~~ ~ 
fufed to ~rmit the Rejorriud to celebrate publie WOrlblP. 'W1thi~ 
the boJUlda,' W .CRa in th¢ {,1bu:rbs..t;i that citr., Many __ 
\atlpls ~ve been made to conquer tlWr obftinaey iu this re-
fpea, b .. hitherto without fucaefa. , 

U " . XIV. There 
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C EN T. XIV. ,There were few or 00 changes' intro~ 
$1I.XCv;~'JI. duced, ·d~ring this centu:y, int? the form of :go
l' ,All T 11. vernment, the 'method of worililp, and the exter

Tho eccle
fi~fucal 
Iaw~ and 
polity ()f 
the LUlhc-

rial rites and ceremonies of the Lutheran church. 
Many alterations would indeed have been made 
in all thefe, had the princes and flates of that 
communion judged it expedient to put in execu
tion the plans that had been laid by THO. 

MASItJs, and other eminent men, for reforming 
its ccclefiaftical polity. Thefe plans were built 
upon a new principle, which fuppofed, that the 
majefty and fupreme authority of the fovcreign 
was the only fource of church-power. On thif; 
fundamental principle, which thefe great men 
took all im<1ginablc pains to prove, by folid and 
fhiking arguments, they raifed a voluminous 
fyftem of laws, which, in the judgment of many, 
evidently tended to thi:l conclufion: that the fame 
fovereign who prcfides in the {tate ought to rule 
in the church; that prince and pontif are infe
parable charaCters; and that the minifters of the 
Gofpel are not the ambafhdors of the Deity, but 
the deputies or viceFercnts of the civil magi
fhate.Thefe reform~'rs of Lutheranifm did I~ot 
ftop here; they reduced \vithin narrower bounds 
the few privileges :1I1d advantages that the clergy 
yet retained; and treated many of the rites, in
ftitutions, and cuftoms of our church, as the re
mains of popifh fuperftition. Hence an abund. 
ant fource of contention was opened, and a long 
and tedious controverfy was carried on with 
wannth and animofity between the clergy and 
civilial\s. \¥ e leave others to determine with 
what views -thefe debates were commenced and 
fomented, and with'\vhat fuccefs they were re· 
fpeaively carried on by the contending parties. 
Wethall only obferve, that their effects and con· 
fequences were uuhappy~. as, in many places~ they 

proved, 
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proved, in the iffue, de.tril!lental to the reputation C E N T. 

(~f .the clergy, to the dlgOlty and aU.thority of re- S ;~~~'IL 
hglOn, and to the peace and profpenty of the I.u- I" A R.. T It. 
theran church [x]. The prefent llate of that --
church verifies too -plainly this obfervation. It 
is 'now its fate to fee few entering into its public 
fervice; who are adapted to rellore the reputation 
it has loil:, or to maintain that which it yet retains. 
Thore who are diftinguifhed by illullrious birth, 
uncomI?o~ genius, and a liberal and ingenuous 
t lIrn of mmd, look upon the Hudy of theology, 
which has fo little external honours and advantages 
tl) recommend it, as below their ambition; and 
hence the number of wife, learned, and eIT~inent 
minillers grows lefs confiderablc from day to day. 
This circumfiance is deeply lamented by thofe 
among- us who confider with attention the danger-
ous and declining fiate of the Lutheran church; 
;;nd it is to be feared, that our dd;:end.::mts will 
Layc reafon to lament it ftill more bitterly. 

XV. The eminent writers that adorned the The molt 

Lutheran church th,rough the courfe of this cen- ~7,';~~~:a 
t my, were many in number. We {hall only W.ilOl .. 

mention thofe whom it is mort neccffary for a 
Hudent of ecclefiaflical hiflory to be more par
ticularly acquainted with; fuch arc JEoIDIUS 

and NICHOLAS HUNNIUS-LEONARD HUTTER-

JOSEPH and JOHN ERNEST! GERHARD-GEORGE 

tt:T [x] It has been the ill hap even of wdl-ddigning n~en 
to ["II into pernicious extremt'S, ill the controverlics rdatmg 
to the fOllndation, power, and privileges of the church. Too 
f~w have fleered the middle way, umllai,\ their plans "flth filch 
equity and wifdom as to mail!tain the fm-ereignty and autho
rjty of thejlate, without n:ducing the cburch to a m~r': cr~ature 
of.civil policy. The reader will find a moil intcrdbn~ vle~ ot 
t~I1S nice and important fubjdt, iri the learned and logelll.o~8 
b;lhop of Clwc:!hr'.s AI/iot/,ce bdwcm ChureD and StaN, a?d III 
hIS D~dicoti01I onlie fecond v.o!ume of his Di'IJ;ne LtgaJlQl1 af 
Mtfc.s, to my Lord MANSFlF,J_D. . 

U .3 and. 
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C"E W'T. ahd FREDEllI'CK ULRIC CALIX'tU ....... tht IbIOT .. 
St::"~·II., ZERS--t~ OUARIUS's-FREDERIC BALDWIN_ 

tUT U. ALBIlRT GRAWER-' MATTHIAS HOE--the CARP

--- ZOV'IUS'S-jOHN and PAUL TA'ttNOVIUS-JOHN 

AFFiLMAN-EILHART LUBER-the LVSERS_ 

MICHAEL WALTH£R- JOACHIM HILDEBRAND 

":"JOHN VALENTINE ANDREAS-SOLOMON GLAS

Slus-ABRAHAM C ALOVIUS-THEODORE HACK_ 

SPAN-JOHN HULSEMAN-JACOB WELLER-Pli

'rER and JOHN MAUSJEUS, brotbers-JOHN CON

RAD DANH:aVER- JOHN GEORGE DORSCHiEUS

JOHN ARNDT-" MARTIN GEVER-JOHN ADAM 

BCHARTZER-BALTKAZAR and JOHN MEISNEIl

AUGUSTtJS PUIFFER-HENRV and JOHN MUL

LER-JUSTUS CHRISTOPHER SCHOMER-SEBA~
Tl'AN SCHMIDT-CHRISTOPHER HORSHOLT-the 

OSIANDERS -- PHILIP JACOB SPENER - GEB. 

THEODORE MEYER-FRIDEM. BEeHMAN-and 

Others [yJ. 
./'.TI hillori- 'XVI. The doarine of the Lutheran church 
ul vIew pf • d . d' h' . f d lb. 1,,,Ii~.'_ remame entne unng t IS century; Its un a-
:;Iat.:t:..e mental principles received no alteration, nor 
....,~.. could any doaor of that church, who fhould have 

prefumed to renounce or invalidate any of thofe 
theological points that are contained in the fym
bDlito/ hooks of the Lutherans', have met with tole~ 
l'ation' and indulgence. It is, however, to be 
ebferved, that, in later times, various circum~ 
ilances contributed to diminifh, in many places, 
the anthority of thefe fym/Jolical oracles, which had 
fo long been ccinfidered, as an almoft infallible 
.rule of faith and praCtice. Hence arofe that un~ 
:bounde"d liberty which is at this day enjqyed by 
'~ whp are not invefted with the charalter of 

, ,:('] FOT a,.'1 acco_ Qf theliveil and writings of there a~ 
~ fee W.,TTE,' S ,./IIt7fWri4 TheoUJgoT'fJlII. and his J)Uu-MIt 

'~.I as ~ PIPUNG1VS, GOESIU5, aud othef 
~ of literary hiflorr! • 

. p\l-bijc 
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publieteacoos, of dHfenting from the decifions of C E ;51~ 
thefe /ymhols or cree~s, and of dedaring this diffent s i.XCv;~ ri. 
in the mantler they jUdge the moil: expedient. The PAil T ~. 
cafe was very different in fo~er times: whoe¥er • 
ventured to oppofe any of the received doctrines 
of the church,· or to [pread "new religious opinions 
among the people, was called before the higher 
powers to give an account of his conduct, and 
very rarely efcaped without fuffering in his fortune 
or reputation, unlefs he renounced his innova-
tions. But the teachers of novel doctrines had 
nothing to apprehend, w.hen, towards the conclu-
fion of this century, the Lutheran churches adopt-
ed t:-at leading maxim of the Arminians, that 
Cbriftians 'l.vere accountable to God a/one for their 
l"cfigiou.r jcnti11l.C1Zts; and that no individual could be 
iujlly punifhed by the magiJlrate for his errone01n opi-
nions, while he conduCled hinzJe!f'Iike a virtuous and 
obedient jubjeCl, and madt no attcm;ts to diJiurb the 
peace and order of civil ficicty. It were to be wHh-
cd, that this religious liberty, which the diCtates 
of equity mufl approve, but of which the virtuou~ 
mind alone can make a wife and proper uf~ had 
never degenerated into that unbndled licenti9uf. 
ne[s that holds nothing facred, but with anauda;. 
cious infolence tramples under foot the {olemn 
truths of religion, and is confiantly endeavouriPg 
to throw contempt upon the refpeCtable profcffion 
of its miniflers. _ 

XVII. The various branches of facred erudi- J~~:,de~ 
tion were cultivated with uninterrupted zeal and tivated ..... 'od .molll t .... affiduity among the Lutherans, who, at no pen l.utbtraAJ. 

of time, were without able commentators, and 
learned and faithful guides for the interpreta~on 
of the Holy Scriptntei. It is natu~l to menuon 
here TARNovIU~ GXR8ARD, lIAcsPAN, CALIX-

TUS, EllA5~ltiS;SCHMIDT, to wnom might bt add. 
ed a n1.;merous lift of l~arned and judicious ex~ 

. V 4 pofitQfl 
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C E N T. pofitors of the facred oracles. But what appears 
5E"{~~·JL more peculiarly worthy of ·obfervation \is,~hat 
l"AIl't'IJ. the very. period which fome look upon as the 
'.' . , moil barren of learned produtt,ions, and the mort 

remarkable for a IYeneral inattention to the branch 
,) 

of erudition now unJer coniideration, produced 
that ineHinuble ~md immortal work of SOLOMON 

GLASSIUf;, which he publifhcd under the title of 
. Sacred Pbilo!{!'{1', and than v;hich none can lle 
more ufcful '(or the interpretation of Scrip
ture, as it throws an uncommon degree of light 
llpon the language and phrafcology of the infpir
ed writers. It muit, at the fame time, be can
didly acknovvledged, that a confiderablc part of 
this century was mo"c employed, by Lhe prokr
fors of the l:i f:"rrent unh-erfit!c', in defendin~.:, 
with fubtilty <lild :11"t, the pccubr doctrines of tL~ 
Lutheran chu'rch, tkm in illuihating and expLtin
ing the E!1!Y Scripture, which is the only genuine 
fourc~ of ,divinc truth. \Vhatcvcr was worthy 
of cenfllrc in this manner of procet'ding, W:H: 
abundantly repaired by the more mccicrn divitlc~ 
of the LuthtTan communion: for no fnoner o:d 
the rage of controverfy begin to fubJide, than the 
gtooteit part of them turned their principal llu
'dies towards the cxpofition ~nd' illuftration of the 
Sacred 'Vritings; and they \vere particularly ani
mated in the execution of this laborious talk, by 
ohferving the indefatigable indufhy of thole 
anl0ng rhe Dutch uivincs, who, in their interpret
ations of Scripture, followeel the iCntiments and 
method of Coccmus. At the head of thefe mo
dern commentators we may pl;:.ce, with juItice, 
SEBASTIAN SCHMIDT, who was at leaf!: the mo!l: 
'laboriollS and voluminous expofitor of this ag(~ • 
. After this lc~mLd "niter, may be ranked CALO

'vI'OS, GEtER~ SC.HOMER, and others of inferior 
note. 
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note [:z: J: . The contefts excite~ by the perfons CElli T, 

called Pzetijls, though unhappy m feveral refpeCts, X,VI/, 

h I f: d d r 1 h' SECT n. were nevert e e s atten e w.to t IS good eifecr, p" 4!. l' lI. 
that they engaged many to apply themfelves to 
the Hudy of the Holy Scriptures, 'which they had 
too much neglected before that period, and to 
the perufal of the commentators and interpreters 
of the facred oracles. Thefe commentators pur-
fued various methods, and were unequal both in 
their merit and fuccefs. Some confined them-
felves to the 1ignification of the words of Scrip-
tllre, and the literal fenfe that belonged to the 
phrafes of the infpired writers; other~ applied 
their expofitions of Scripture to the decillon of 
controverted points, and attacked their advcri~lries 
either by refuting their falfe interpretations of 
Scripture, or by making ufc of their own com
mentaries to overturn their doctrines; a third 
fort, after unfolding the fenfe of Scripture, ap-
plied it carefully to the purpofcs of life anJ the 
<.lircC1:iQn of practice. \Ve might mention ano-
tIler clafs of interpreters, who, by an aflidu0l1S 
pcruLll of the writings of the Cocceiam, are [aid 
t') have injudicioufly acquired their JefeCts, as <II":' 
p~':trs by their turning the faered hiHory into alle-
gory, and feeking rather the more remote and 
1l1)'{tcriollS [cnfe of Scripture, than its obviQUS 

.and literal fignification. 
XVIII. The principal doCtors of this century ".heIOid

j
_ 

. • t)C r 'co 0 ... 

followed, at firft, the loofe method of deducmg gy; or, •• 11. 
h ' hi' I d (l.' f S' -1 <I." 01 L.,III t Clr t eo oglca OLlrIne "rom crIpture um er a .nopted"y 

few general heads. This method had been ob- :~~:utIW. 
fcrved in ancient times by MELANCTHON, and 
Was vulgarly called Common-Place divinity. They, 
however, made ufe of the principles, terms, and 
fubtile dillinW9ns of the Peripatetic philofophy, 

[~J See J. FUNC. BUD}£J If4t0ge in '17mHogitzm, lib. ii. 
cap. viii. p. J 686. _ ' 
," which 
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c M,:T. \Vhic~ was y~ ill high r~tltlttiO:l'1, in .e.a:ii1~ng 
S'fc T; II. and 'll1vlb'lling each partIcular doChine. 1 he 
'fa. T n. fuft ~fon that reduced theology into ;a regular 
f fyftem, and gave it a truly fcientific and philofo-

~hicat form, was GEORGE CALI~TUS, a man of 
gteatgenius and erudition, who had imbibed the 
fPirit of the Ariltotelian fchool. His dcfign, in 
general, was not fa much cenfured, as the parti
cular method he followed, and the form he gave to 
his theological fyJlem; for he divided the whole 
fcien.ceof .divinity into three parts, viz. the end, 
the Jubjefl, the means; and this divifion, which 
was borrowed from ARISTOTLE, appeared ex
tremely improper to many. This philofophical 
method of ranging the truths of Chrifrianity was 
foUowed, with rema:rkable zeal and emulation, by 
the moft eminent doctors in the different fehools 
of len.rning, and even in our times it has its vota
ries. Some ·indeed had the courage to depart 
from it, and to exhibit the doctrines of religion 
under a difrcrent, though' frill under a fcientific, 
form; but they had few followers, and firuggled, 
in vain againfi the empire of ARISTOTLE, who 
reigned with a defpotic authority in the [chools. 

There were, however, many pious and good 
men, .who beheld, with great difpleafure, this 
itruption of metaphyfics into the fphere of theo. 
logy, and never could be brought to relifu this 
phi1ofophical method of tea~hil1g the doctrines of 
Ghriftianity. They earneftly defired to fee divine 
truth freed from captious quefiions and fubtilties, 
delivered frop! the Ihackles of an imperious fyllem, 
and ex.hibit~d vlith that bea'tltiful fitpplicity, 'Pcr. 
(picuity, and ev~dence, in which it appear:s in the 
Jaoed writings. Perfons of this turn had their 
~lhtlS and expeaatidn~ ill fome meafure anfwer .. 
$, when, towar.ds theconc1ufion of this century, 
the;Jeamed·gPE1q'ERaitd other.s, animated by his 
exhortations and ex,.:.mnle, began ~o iQ~u1cate t~e 
<,. ~. trums 



CHA~'{~ ntllln'oiT tf~1.utheran'CIruiCJ1. t99 

truths and~f$ of re1tgion in a moreplaiit c ! If T" 
and popnlafma!l~f and Mlen the .ecleaics had S"t"c"';!'If~ 
fueeeeded ft'>. tar. as to ~ ARlSTOT Lf£, and to P .... or t .. 
banifh his phi~fopllY from the greateft part of . 
the lutheran fch00ls. SPEloTERW'aS not fo fa)" 
fuccefsful as to render univerfal his popular me. 
thod of teaching theology; it was neverthelefs 
adopted by a confiderable number of doCtors' 
and it cannot be denied, that, fince this period: 
the fcieuce of divinity, delivered from the jargon 
of the fehools, .1\as a-[umed a more liberal and 
graceful afpea: The fame obfervation may be 
applied to controverfial productions; it j" certain 
that polemics were totany deftitute of elegance. 
and perfpieuity fo long as AIUSTOTl,E reigned in 
the feminaries of learning, and that they Were 
more or lefs embellifued and improved finee the 
fuppreffion and difgraee of the Peripatetic philo.; 
fophy. It is, however, to be lamented, that con-
troverfy .did not lore, at this period, all the cir. 
cJJrnfi:anees that had fo juftly rendered it difplea-
fing; and that the defects, that had given futh 
offence in the theological difputants of all partieR, 
were far from being entirely removed. Theft de. 
feQs fUll fubfift, though perhaps in a lefs !bock-:-
ing degree; and whether we perufe the pol~mlc 
writers of ancient or modern times, we fhall find 
too few among them who may be faid to be ani. 
mat~d by the pure love of truth, without any 
mixture of pride, '.Pflffion,or partiality, and whom 
we may pronounc~ free from the illufions of 11Ie;;· 
judice and felf·lov-e. 

XIX, . The fciente of mora.ls, which 11l\1ft efel' !!::.~:' of 

b
in

e
fi
efteeIp'e4 the .trJ'iJfier-jrience, from its ifimmedli~ :b!i.!:' 

. . uence o;on ltfe aDd manners, was, or a mtg raDIo 

time, n~edaftiJOtlg tbe L\.1dletans. If we 
except a few eijiinem men, fuch as AaWlft aad· 

, GE~HA1H), 80 @OIi1pofed fume fJotIu1a't ~reW" 
wncernin&.the ~nternal worlhip of the DeIty, ':: 

i I . 
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c B NT. the duties of Chril1.iarts, there did not appear, 
S xvu·u. during the greateft part of this century, any mo. 
p! ~:. II. ral writer of difl:inguiJhed· merit. Hence it hap. 
--"'--- pcmed, that thofe who applied themfelves to the 

bufmefs of rcfolving what are called Cafes of Con
fiiencc, were held in high e£l:eem, and their trio 
bunals were much frequented. But as the true 
principles and foundations of morality were not, 
as yet, efl:ablilheu .with a fufficient degree of pre
cifion and evidence, their decificms were often er. 
roneous, and they were liable to fall into daily 
miftakt:s. CALIX TUS was the firft who feparateu 
the objt:Cts of faith from the duties of morality, 
and exhibited the latter under the form of an in-

'nf"pendent fdence. He did not, indeed, live to 
finiili this work, the beginning of which met with 
univerfal applaufe; his difciples however em
ployed, with fame degree of fuccefs, the infl:ruc
tions they had received from their mafier, in exe
cuting his plan, and compofing a fyfl:em of Moral 
rheology.' This fyftem, in procefs of time, fell 
into difcredit, on accoullt of the Peripatetic form 
under which it appeared; for, notwithftanding 
the ftriking repugnance that there is, in the very 
nature of things, between the beautiful fcience of 
Morals and the perplexing intricacies of Meta. 
phyfics, CALIXTUS could not ab£l:ain from the latter 
in building his Moral fyftem. The moderns, 
however, (hipped morality of the Peripatetic gar
ment, calling to their affiilance the lalW of nature, 
which ha.d been e~plained and il1uftrated by PUF
FENDORF and other authors, and comparing this 
law with the facred writings, they not op.ly dif
covered the true fprings of ChrifUan virtue, and 
enter~d .into the true fpirit and fenfe of the divine 
laViS, but alfo .digefted the whole fcieuce of. ~o~ 
~ab into a bett~order ,and demonftrated)ts pt:iu.. 
cipJes . with .a new and fuperior degz:ee of evi .. 
4mire. ·xx. There , . 
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·x~.T~ete i~p.rovements in. t.heology and C E N T. 

morality did not diffu{e fuch a fpmt of concord xvu. 
h h h

· SECT.I1. 
in the L ut eran cure , as was fufficient to heal PAR T 11. 
ancient divifions, or to prevent new ones. That-

Commo-
church, on the contrary, was involved in the moO: lion> and 

bi . dId' « .. ,,'d\& in lamenta e commotions an tumu t8, urmg the ,h. l.ullIC_ 

\\hole courfe of this century, partly by the con- ra .. ~hur~ 
troverfies that arofe among its moO: eminent doc-
tors, and partly by the intemperate zeal of vio-
lent reformers, the fanatical prediCtions of pre-
tended prophets, and the ra!h meafures of inno-
vators, who ftudioufly fpread among the people, 
new, fingular, and, for the mo11: pa:-t, extravagant 
opinions. The controverfies that divided the 
Lutheran doctors may be ranged under two cla1fes, 
according to their different importance and ex-
tent, as {orne of them involved the whole church 
in tumult and difcord, while others were lefs uni-
verfal in their perniciolls effeds. Of' the for-
mer clafs there were two cantroverfies, that 
gave abundant exercife to the Polemic talents of 
the Lutheran doCtors during the greateft part of 
this century; and thefe turned .upon the religious 
fyflems that are generally known under the deno
minations of Syncret!(lIl and Piet!lm. Nothing 
could be more amiable than the principles that 
gave rife to the former, and nothing more re
fpeCl:able and praife-worthy than the dcfign that 
was propofed by the latter. The Syncrctijts [a], 
animated with that fraternal love and that pacific 
fpirit, which JESUS CHRIST had fa often recom-
mended as the peculiar charaCteriftics of his true 
difciples, ufed their warmefr endeavours to pro. 
mote union and concord among Chriftians; and 
th.e Pietffts had. undoubtedly in view the refiora-

[a] The Syn&ttiJI. were alfo called Calixtine.r from their 
~bic:f, GljOltGE CALJXTV~; and J{elmjiadituu, ·frow the ulli

terJity where their plm of doctrine ~Iu,i unioll took. its rife. 

tion 



3t'lfll HJB70;j;T~·t&4 ,tutheiiUt;!~&v.; 

e EN T. ti01l and adYanc~eat of that hoJmeft!i:qif ~ir. 
sa~r~·tI. iue,. tha~ bad fqtfered f(rmw:b h'f the isdluerv;:e 
Pi ~.T II. of lIcentious mannel's on the one. haDd,and by 

the turlilullent {pirit of controverfy on the other. 
Tbere two great and amiable vittue~ th'lt gave 
~ife to the pr.ojeas and drorts of the tw.o orders 
of perfons now mentioned, were combated by a 
third, even a zeal for maintaining the tr\lth., and 
pr~ferVing it from all mixture of ertor. Thus 
the Jove of truth was unhappily found to ftand in 
eppofition to the love of 'Union, piety, and con· 
,ord; and thus, in this prefent critical and cor. 
,milt {tate of human nature, the unlluLy and tur. 
bulent paffions of men can, by an egregi0 U!; a
bufe, draw the wotft confequences from the heft 
thiu.gs., and renc\er the moft excellent principles 
and views productive of comfufion, calamity, an.d 
dUbord. 

'1'he rife of XXI. The origin of Syncre1ifm was owing to 
""'. Syncre- GEORG. E CALIXTUS of 8/ef'wick, a maD. of emine"" 'tilhcal or :J ' .... 
l~aliXline and diftingl1idhed abilities aad melin, and who 
C{~"trovtr· d ' 
•. ha few equal's in this ceatury, either in. point of 

Learning or geni~s. This great man beiag: placed 
in auniverfity [b], whida, from. the very time oj 
i;ts foundatioll., had been r~k.able for emcou.. 
~mg freedom of enquiry, iIUpfoved; this ha.pp, 
pnvilege, examined the refpeilive. d.o&rin.€$ of dlQ 

various feas that bear the Chrifri~ name, andI 
{Qun~ in tlte notions commonly received among 
t;livWe$, fome things defeCtive and erroneous. 1m 
~olldingl'Y gave early intimations of IUs dii1atis:-
ila1oll. with the be of theology" and lam~ 
in ~ more particular manner, the.divifioJl&._ 
IlaiOD.S tlaat reipcul amoDg the. fenrants a.w.f: 
4ifcipIes of the lame gtJCafi maier. He $erefoJ'8 
turned his vi~s to the falutary work of foftening 

'.' ·.rl."! . I ~e. uni1'C!'6ty of n",,!/.Ji, in the c!utda or il,..""..., ... 
~'m the year 1576. 

dle 
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the animofi~ pKodUced:by t.here diyiftous, and c E~'l'~ 
Ihewed the,warmeil:. deKre, not fo much of dlaa leVU. 

l'fh' , fen. h "d d 1.. S.ECT.lI. b 1 mg a per u. 'arm0 1l,Y all concor lII::tween RAIf.T 1t. 
the jarring feds, which no hurna}) power feemed ...... 
capable of effecting, as of exti_guHhiag the hatred, 
and appeafing the refenunent, which the contend. 
ing parties difcovered too much in their conduct 
'towards ea<:h othe~. His colleagues did not teem 
at all averfe to this pacific project; and the fut-
prife that this their filence or acquiefcence muft 
naturally excite, in fl!ch as are acquainted with 
the theological fpirit ,?f t.':!e feventeenth century, 
will be diminifhed, when it is confidei"ed, that the 
profeffors of divinity at Helmfiadt bind themfelves, 
at their adrniffion, by an oath, to ufe th,~ir heft 
and moIl zealous endeavours to heal the divifiollS, 
~nd terminate the conteIls that prevail among 
Chriflians. Neither CALlXTUS, however, nor hi$ 
frit.:nds, efcaped the oppofition tlIat it was natural 
to expeCl: in the execution of fuch an unpopular 
and comprehcnfive projeCt. They were warmly 
attacked, in the year 1639, by STATIUS BUSCHE. 

R us, a Hanoverian eccleiiafiic, a bigoted vo~ary 
of RAMUS, a declared enemy to all philofophYt 
and a man of great temerity and imprudence. 
This man, exafperatcd at the preference CALIX. 

TUS and his companions had given to the Peripa. 
tttic philofophy over the principles of the Romjfls" 
compofed a very malignant book, entitled, Cry; .. 
to-Papifmus novdt 'Thcologiet:e Heln!fladieTifis [c], iD 
which CALIX'l,'US was charged with a long .lift of 
'errors. Thougb, this production made fome fmall 
ill1preffio,n on th,e minds of certain perrons, ..it ii 
I,leverthelefs probable, that BVSCHJ!1l would bve 
alll)oft univer{~JI)Tpe,ffed for a partial, malicious., 
and r:a1h ~~t,1f~r, had his inv~ives and complaints 

1"/:"] j ~~.dijvifi4 rmJer'lIN mqfll of I}" III'W .J~(tJ1 

rendered 



'Flfe HIS1'Oat" ,ij)he LutlleriaL;llUl\CM~ 
C F. W T.rendered CALIXTUS. more cautiqtis and prudent. 

XV~I. But the upright. a.nd gener(,)us ,heart of ihig' emi. s F,C 1'., n. . d 
l';u; TH. nent man; which difdained iffimulation to 3 de. 

gree that bordered upon the extreme of impru
dence, excited him to fpeak with the utmofi: 
franknefs his private fentiments, and thus to give 
a certain mea[ute of plaufibility to the accu ations 
of his adverfary. Both he and his colleague CON

IUD HORNEIUS maintained, with boldnefs and 
perfeverance, fcvcrai propofitions, which appear
ed, to many others bdidcs BUSC1lER, new, fingu
lar, and of a dangerolls tendency; and CAl.IXTUS 

more efpecially, by the freedom and plainnefs 
with which he declared and defended his fenti
nlents, drew upon him the refcl1tment and indi;..;. 
nation of the Saxon doctors, who, in the year 
1645, were prefent at the conference of T/;orll. 
He had been chofen by FREDERIC VhLLLO\M, 

elector of Brandeuburg, as colleague and affifiant 
to the divines he fent from Koningjberg to thef~ 
conferences; the Saxon deputies were greatly ill
cenled to fee a Lutheran ecclefiafric in the cha
raCter of an affiilant to a Jeputa"tion of Reformed 
doCtors. This firfl: caufe of offence was followed 
by other incidents, in the courre of thefe confer
ences, which increa[ed the refentment of the 
Saxons againfl C.\LIXTUS, and made them accufe 
him of leaning to ·the tIde of' the Reformed 
.churches. We cannot enter here into a circum
.fianti~l account of thi~~ matter, which would lead 
us from Qur main defign. We {hall only obferve, 
that when thde conferences broke up, the Sa~on 
~oaors, and more efpecially HA1.S£MAN, 'WH
'LER, SCHARFJUS, and CALOVIUs"tumed thewbole 
force of their polemic weapons againft CALIXTUS ; 

and, in their public writings, reproached him with 
apoltacy from th~ principles of Lutheranifm, . and 
"\Vith a propenftty towards the fentiments bothqf 
;die RefoTlllCn and RomiIh churches. l'hiI' great 

z:i. l1Wl 
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mandtq;. ftot' ~yC'.;amelytbe·infultsofhiJ adi C !')rl;~ 
verfatie$. ,His' ~nfum~e ,knowledge 4lf the s.~v;~i& 
philofophy that reigned' 1J1 the. feDeels; and :hls P A ." 11 

~rfea aequaintal)E:e with' .the hiftory of the. --
church, rendered ·him an able difpotant; and 
Dccordingly he r:pel1edj ,wich the gteat<;ft Yigour, 
the attacks of hIS e~.emles, and carried on, with 
uncommon' fpirit and erudition, this important 
controverfy" until the' year 1656,' when de¥h tpuc 
an end to hIS labours, and tranfported him from 
thefe fcenes of diffenfioll and tumult into the re-
gions of pe:\ce and concord [dl. 

XXII. Neither the death O(CALIXTUS, nor the ThHOIIii. 

d r f h' ., 1 dr.' r. ffic' nu.,ion .nd ceeale 0 IS, pflnclpa a verlarles, were lU 1- iffu. u{,hefe 

ent to extinguifh cite flame they ~ad kindled; on debate •• 

the contrary, the conteft was carried on, after 
that period, with more animality and violem:e 

[d] Thofe ~o' defire to be more minutely acquainted with 
the particular cil'cumll:ances of this famous controverfy, the 
tit1c5 and eharatters of the books publithed on that oceafion. 
:Jnu the dochines that produced fuch warm contell:s and fueh 
d .. 'plorabJe divilions, will do well to confult W ALe HI US, C A

(tOLl! S; WEIS MAN. AR NOL D, and oUler writers j but above 
all, the third volume of the Cimbria Literata of MOLLE R us, 
p. 121. in which there is an ample account of the life, tranf
actions, and writings of CALIXTUS. But, jf any reader 
fllOuld pulh his curiofity frill further, and be folicitous to know 
the more feeret fprings that acted in this whole affair,. the Ie· 
mote caufes of the events and tranfa~ions relating to. it, the 
fpirit, views, and charatters of the difputants, the arguments 
ufcd on both fides; in a word. thofe things that are princi
pally intere.fiin~ and worthy of attention in controverfie~ of 
this kind, he will find no lli11:ory that will fathfy him fully in 
thefe refpeCts. A hill:ory that would throw a proper light UpOD 
thefe iinportant matters, mull: be compofed by a man of great 
candour and .abilities; -by one who knows the wdrld. bas ftu
died human nitur-e, is furnifued with .Q1aterials and document, 
.that lie.as yet con£eakd in t~e cabinets of the CllriClU, and ia 
not unacquainted W1m the fpint t.hat reigns and the cabals that 
are carried Oil in thec:ourta of princes. -But were fuch an hif. 
¢aJ:ia~,to.be ~~~, ,{ q lIeuion 'very much, l'ihet~r. ~ven ill 
our ~t. -~ ciIuld publifu witholltdanger. allthc C:VCUI1l-, 
l!aocea of·dlU·memorablc cOllteR. • 

'v OL. V: . X.than 
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c ~'::l.T' than ever. 'The Saxon do&9r5, .nd,.m<J;re'efpe .. 
beT. J(. cially CALOVlUS, infulted the athes, and attacked 
PUT II. the memory of this great man with unexampled 

bitternefs and malignity; and, in the judgme.nt 
of many eminent and worthy' doCtors, who were 
by no means the parrifans of CALIXTUS, conducted 
Jhemfelves with fuch impJ;JJdence and temerity, 

. as were every way ,adapted to produce an open 
(chifm in the Lmheran church. They drew up 
a new kind of Creed, or confeffion of the Luthe
ran faith [e], whIch they propoCed to place in the 
dafs of what the members of our communion 
call their Symbolical books,. and which, of confe
quence, all profeffors of divinity and all candi-

. dates for the minifrry would be obliged to fub
fcribe, as containing the true and genuine doc
trine ()f the Lutheran church. By this. new pro
dud.io_n of intemperate zeal, the friends and fol
lowers of CALIXTUS were declared unworthy of 
the communion of that church; and were, accord-

, ingly, fuppofed to have forfeited all right to the 
privileges and tranquillity that were granted to the 
Lutherans by the Jaws of the empire. The 
reputation of CALrxTus found, neverthelefs, fome 
able defenders, who pleaded his caufe with mo
det\y and candour; fuch were TITIUS, HrLDE

BRAND, and other ecclefiaftics, who were dif. 
tingui1hed from the multitude by their charity, 
moderation, and prudence. T hefe good men 
1hewed, • with the utmoft evidence, that the new 
Creed, mentioned above, would be a perpetual 
fouree of contention and;difcord, and would thus 
have a fatal effeet upon the true interefrs of the 
Lutheran church; but their counfels were vver
ruled, and their admonitions riegletted. Among 

, I') The title of this new Creed waa C.1I}'QlfoS 'fIIit;t; Fiid 
'llfM'Lrab".a",. 

the 
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the writers ,whooppofed this Creed, was FRlbE~ c E,,,r'r~ 
RIC {JUlIC CALfXTUS, w.ho !las not detl:irut.e -of s,!~~lif; 
abilities, though much mferlor to his father in PAn U. 

)earning, genius, and moderation. Of thofe that .. 
ftood forth in. its. vindication and defence, the 
moft confiderable were CALOVJUS and STRAU-

CHIUS. The polemic production!; of thefe con-
tending parties were multiplied from day. to day, 
and yet remain as deplorable monuments of-the' 
intemperate zeal of the champions on ~th fides 
of the queftion. The inveCl:ives, reproaches. and 
calumnies, with which thefe produCtions were filled, 
fhewed too plainly that many of thefe writers, 
infiead of being animated with the love of truth, 
:lnd a zeal for religion, were rather actuated by a 
keen Ipirit of party, and by the fuggeftions of 
vindittive pride and vanity. Thefe contefts-were 
of long duration; they were, however, at length 
fufpended, towards the dofe of this century, by 
the death of thofe whO' had 'been the principal 
attors in this fcene of theological difcord, by the 
abolition of the creed that had produced it, by 
the rite of the new debates of a different nature, 
and by other circumftances of inferior moment, 
which is needlefs to mention. 

XXIII. It will be proper to give here rome ~he opi. 

f h r.· th b h n ,on. of account 0 t e aCCUlations at were roug t Calialla •• 

againlt CA!-IXTUS by his adverfaries. The prin-
cipal ch4rge was,. his having formed a projeCt, 
not of uniting into one ecclefiaftical bbdy, as 
lome have underftood ie, the Romifh, Lutheran,' 
and Reformed churches, but of extinguifhing the 
hatred and ammofity that reigned among [he 
members of [hefe different communions, and 
joining them in the bonds of charity, mutual be-' 
nevolence, a~d' forbearance. This is' the projeCt, 
whicb was at £irft condemned, and is frill known 

X ~ under 



C"IINT. 
·XVU. 
~t~T. U. 
PART If. 

!:fbi fll~T.Y ·'01 tbe LUtheran(CIft,T~e. 

under, the ·denbmipatiOn of SJ~dif. fA.··., Se. 
veral Jingular"opinions were,alfo.laid to ihC<lilarge 

of 

(jl It is neither my defign nor mr inclinati?n t? adopt the 
callie Of CAL I XT US; nor do I pretend to mamtatn. that his 
writings and his doCl:rines are exempt fro"-, ~rror.But the 
love of truth obliges me to obferve, that It has been the ill 
ltap of this eminent man to ran into the hands -of bad interpre. 
terll l. and that even thofe. who imagine they have been more 
{~ccefsful than others in invelligating his true fentiments. have 
moll grievoufly mifunderliocd them. CA L lXT us is commonly 
fuppofed to have formed the 'plan of a formal ricollciliatioll or 
the Proteftants with the chnrth of RDme and its pantifs; but 
this notion i, entirely groundlefs, fince he publil:ly and ex-

, prefsfy declared. that the P,roteftants could by no means enter 
lnto the honds .of concord and communion with tbe Romifn 
church, as it was conlUtuted at this rime; and that, if'there 
had ever exi1ted any profpett of healing the divifionsthat 
r.clgned between it and the Protellant churches. this profpeCi 
had entirely vanifhed iince the council of 'freolr, whofe violent 
proceedings and tyrannical decrees had rendered the union, 
now under conliderarion. abfolutely impofiible. He is further 
charged with having either approved or e%cufed the greateft 
part of thofe errors and luperftirions, that are looked upon as 
a difhonour to the church of Rome; but t)li~ chlrge is abun
dantly refuted, not' only byothe various treatifes, in which he 
expoted the falfehood and abfllrdi~y of the doctrines 'and opi. 
nions of that church. but alfo by the declarations of the Ro
man catholics themfelves, )Nhp acknowledge that CAL I XTV 5 at
tacked .them with much mpre learni!\,g and ~genuity th.lln had 
been dlfcovered by any other Proteftant wrIter". It 15 true, 
he maintained that the Lutherans and Roman-catholics did 
~ dilFcr abollt the fum/a_tal dolJr;"u of the Chriffian faith; 
and it were to he wilhed, that he had never aJferted any fuch 
thing, or, at leall, that he had cxprelred his meaning in more 
proper and inoffenfive terms. It inuft however be confidered, 
that he always looked upon tbe popes and their votaries, as 
,hlLving ru/ztlllt,.ated thefe fundamental dofuines with' an impure 
QUxture or addition of manyopiniolll\ and. tenets, which no 
wife and ~,Chriffian cQ.Uld adopt; and this eontidcr.ition 
dlmin}~es a good deal the extravagance of an alrertibn. which, 
Otherwlfe. would.defeNe the fcvereft cenlure. We fiulJl ROt 
~ter furtlu:r into a review of' the ia.putaQona that ~ aft 

",. Bouv 1'1' ,bib" t",.itI J. r.r ~ /_s 1M _ EJ:o-.,ii. \ U. 
';.11. (peak, tllo\ ohlle _in .. t ... _ u.der_6~ioc> 1. 1.1, .... 

'0.0101 C ... LIXTI. t. tJw. Will. L.:_ItIr, ,M ......... pi4 _It 11 
#fI!q""" catn -. It" 
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of this'-greiIt'matl't and.were~xaggerated'and C 8,.1\ 
blackened, as 'me- tnoft. innocent,things generally t.~~~I.Jl. 
are, when' 'they pa~s:through the mt-dium:of m~ig- " t T '!" 
nicv and ,party-fpmt. Su('h were hlS notIons 
concerning the obftUyt man1ur in which the doc. 
trine of the Trinity was revealed' under the Old 
Tdl:ament difpenfatian; the- appearances of the 
Son of Goa during that period i the necejJity of 
good works to the attainll)ent of evedafting falva-
tion; and God's being oC(ofiollally [g] [he author 
of fin. Thefe notions, in the efteem of many of 
the belt judges of theological matters, have been 
always looked upon as of an indifferent nature, as 
opinions which, even were they faIle, do not af-l 
kEt the great and fundamental dotl:rines of Chrifl: .. 
ianity. But the two great principles that CA~ 
L IXTU S laid, down as the foundation ami grotlOd- , 
work of all his reconciling and pacific plans) gave 
much more offence than the plans themfelves) and 
drew upon him the indignation and r'cfenrment of 

upon CHIXTtlS, byperfons more difpofed to liften to his ac~ 
('Jlen, than to thofc who cndeavour, with candour and impar~ 
tiality. to rcprefent his fentiments and his meafures inthcir trlle 
point of view. But if it Ih<ll,lld be '<tilted here, what this man's 
real dt:lign was? we anfwer, that he laid down the following 
maxims.: Firil:, That if il -were poJlihie 10 bri11l hack thf cblll'cb· 
~r Rome 10 the flate i" <which it 'Was during the jirft Ji·ve em.
lurics, the l'roteJIants <U:('1I1d he 110 longe,· jujiijied in rtjeaing ijl 
communion: Secondly, 1"'hat the 'P0deTn members of the Rflinijh 
d,':mb, though polluted with many intole~able errors, ''Were 
not all cfflw.1lj criminal; and that juch of Ihllll, more efpecially. 
IJJ }incatly bdic''L'ed tbe doarineT they bad learntd fro1ll tgeir'J_~ 
TellIs or Nlajlcrs, and hy igTlot;ance. education, or the 1D'lJJ~ if 
hahit. were hindered frGm pcrcei'lJing the IrIJlh, 'Were tlDt t~ k 
lxcludcd from jalvillioff. 'ilor .It,." b(1'lt;cs; poviilli 'be] ga-v8 
their «.Ifill! to the doPrine. cQluai",d iff tbe ,AjJ4files' ("'r#td,:_ 
elldea'lJouru! /eriyujiyl' If)lfJer'fI tlnir livlI hY"i§e pr«~1!tI oft~e 
GoJpd • . I.~ not preten4 to defend thefe m3Xlms. which l'eem, 
h<)wever,tO have many patron~ ill ollr time.; I would orll'y 
obCerve, tM~ th~ doanne they contain it. much le(5in~lerab\o 
'thanthatwhichwa:, cbmmollly iu\pated to C A tt KTU I. 

0, [If ,tiri«Uf1Ilo 
XJ many. 
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C 2 NT., many. Th()fe principles well ;Firit, >T<htthf 
.t~~~"lLfundarpe1fta(d~findof Chr!f1i~lIity (by whith he 
P". T Ir'. meant thofe elementary prm~tples from whence 
• all its truths flow) were preJerved pure and entire in 

alt the thru communions, and were contained in tbal 
ancient form of dofirine, tbat is 'Vulgarly know" tJ 
tbe name of Ibe Apofllel Creed. 'And, Jecondly, 
That the tenets and opinions, whicb bad 'been c'onflant
Iy reeeh-ed by tbe ancient do09rs Juring tbe firfl five 
centuries, were 10 be confider-ed as of equal truth and 
authority with the expreJs declarations and dotlrines 
of Jcripture. The general plan of CALfXTUS. was 
founded upon the jirft of there propofitions; and 
he made ufe 'of the Juonti to give fom~ degree of 
plaufibility to certain Romifh doCtrines and infti. 
tutions, which have been always rejected by the 
proteftant church j and to eftablilh a' happy con
cord between the various Chriftian communions 
that had hitherto Ii ved in the ftate of. diifenfion 
an'd feparation from each other .. 

~~~:;Ion XXIV: The divines of Rintelen, Koningfoerg, 
'Wi.'h the and 7ma, were more or lefs involved in thefe 
""Clorsof il.' Th~ fR"t' fi Pi."/,,, and warm contells. ole 0 In efen, more e pe-
,!C.llinrptrl' dally HENICHJUS and MusiEus, had .. on feveral 

occafions, and particularly at the conference of 
CaJfe/, fhewn plainly that ,they approved of the 
plan of CALIXTUS for removing the unhappy dif· 
cords andanimofities that reigned amon~ (:hrift
ians, and that they beheld with pecultar facif. 
faCl:ion that part of it that had for its objeCt union 
add concord among the Proteftant ~hurches. 
Hence they Wefe oppofed with great animofity by 
the Sa,!ondoctors and their adherents, in various 

. polemic produCtions [h]. 
, The pacific Jpirit of CALIXTUS difcovered itfelf 
J1fo 1\t KQningjberg. JOHN LATER.MAN,'4IC~EL 

, ". . ,.. 
, ["1 Se~ AnAH. CALOVIl Hifl~"i~ Si;,crcJIic~. P', ~ • .8.
,'0. "?IOIl C IX W "'l..~ t1 H JrdtWitta_ '* '~trVII~.fouLi!1J~"IlIl' 
tpl. 1. P. ;86. . . 

BEHMfO'S, 
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BEHfilIUS, Jeld the1earned CRRISTOPH;ERDRVU, C E W T. 
who had been ...the' difc,iples' of that great man, h ~~I.'·I,* 
were at Httle pains to. conceal ·their attachment to. P A • T u~ 
the fenciments of their maft~r. By this difcovery) 
they drew upon them the refentmen,t of their col- -
leagues JOHN BEHMIUS and CELESTINE MrsLENTA, 

who were feconded by the whole body of the cler-
gy of Koningjberg; and thus a warm cODtroverfy 
arore, which was carr!ed on, .durin~ many y~ars; 
in fuch a manner as did very Imle honour to eaher 
of the contending parcies. The interpofition of 
the civil magiftrate, together with the deceare of 
BEHMlUS and MISLENTA, put an end to this in-
telline war, which was focceeded by a' new con· 
teft of long duration between DRYER and his 
affociates on the one .fide., and feveral foreign 
divines on the other, who confidered the fyftem 
of CALIXTU$ as highly pernicious, and loo.ked 
upon its defenders as the enemies of the church. 
This new controverfy was managed, 00 both fides, 
with as little equity and moderation as thofe 
which preceded it [i]. 

XX V. It Il11.lft, at the fame time, be acknow- Ind lbo~of 
Jedged, to the immortal honour of the divines of ,.U. 
1eno, that they difcovered the moO: confummate 
prudence and the moft amiable moderation in the 
midft of thefe t~ologicaldebates. For though 
they confdfed ingenu.ouOy, that the fentiments of 
CALrxnrs were not of fuch a nature, as that they 
could be all adopted without exception, yet they 
maintained,' that the greateft part of his tenets 
were much lefs pernidous than the Saxon doctors 
had reprefen~d diem j and that 1eve(al of them 

[i] See CHllHTO·Plllll HAJ.TICONCH'S Cburrh-HiJlory if 
Prujia.(written in German). book ii. clIap. x. p.6oz.-Mo .. 
l£ RJ, C,m"r;tz Litwtzttz, tom. iii. p. I so.-See al{o the Alii 
andD«ummtJ contained in the famous c:olletlion. entitled. 
Vrrft~\,}/aehrj,lmll' A. J74O. p. 'H· ,Ii. 17~. p. 29-
A. J7+5~ , •. ~I. 
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cIt 'N T, werd innoc~nt) and might,heifr~:·;,admitkd 
s ~:~. n. wU:ho~t. 3Ily dang~l' to· the, cIJ';Jf¢ef tn\th,,~.S,OL() .. 
1',. • 'I' 11. MON GL',USiUS. an ,ecclt;fiaihc, reoowRed • for the 

mi1~fs of h,is ~emper~ and the. equity of hls pro. 
ceedmgs, 'exammed wah the uttl10ft candour and 
impartiality the .<>pp~fite ~n~iments of the dotton, 
that were engaged 10 thIS Important Cofttroverfv 
;md publilhed the refule of this examination, b; 
the eJtprels order of ERNEST, prince of Saxe-Gotha . ' furnamed the Pious [k]. Mul/lEus, a man of 
fuperior learn.ing and exquifire penetration and 
judgment~ adopted fo far [he, fentiments of CA
'LIXTlJS, as to maintain, that good, wQrlcs might, 
in a certarn fellfe, be confidered as necejJary to fa/
va/ion; and that of the erroneous doctdnes im
puted to this eminent, man, feveral were of little 
or no importance: It is very probable, that the 
followers of CALIXTUS would have willingly fub
mitted this whole controverfy w the arbitration 
pf, fuch candid and' impartial judges. ~ut this 
laudable. moderation oft~l1ded fo highly the Saxon 
doctors, thllt they began to fufpect the academy 
of Jena of feveral erroneous opinions, and marked 
Qut M'UslEus, in a particular manner: as a per
fon who had, in many refpects, apoitatized fr<lm 
¢e true and orthodox faith [1]. 

Tbe rife of XXVI. .Thefe 'debates were fupprc:fi'ed and fuc-
the ecnt,o- • -...I-d b 'h r.' h ;'erf, ,tln-' ceCt.K: Y new commotions t at aroJ~ In t e 
i!,& to I'ic- church, and are commonly known under the de
ulin. . 

, [~] This pillee, which., Wa4 writi¢n in German, did not ap
pear i,n publ~c till a~~r the ~ell.th {}f G L, AS$[ l! s, in the reM 
166:; !' fecond'editlon of It \las publi!hed 11\ 8vo at ]CIIfj 
Ibme years ago. The piece exhibits a 'rare and Ihining inft;mce 
~f thcoloaical moderation; and is worthy of a femus and at>. 
!CSltive perufal., ' ':, 
.•. til !I'or an. actoUDt of the imputaticmscall upon the Qivil1~ 
QS :].,... and mOre.efpecia1ly on M\1sJEtTs, ~e ajudic:i~tand 
fo\idw.ork; efd1e'la.tter • entitled. ~ y8fdjtbea ".~.~ 
(-/;rJi(h ~Uoourg."~_Seulfo Je>. GSOIlGll W .. t¢)flt,t~ 
IrtNilJilio i" CtmJrtI'Verlitu Buku Llllblrlllltl~ vo1*~:t.+oS. 

nomip~tien. 
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BOl11inatiOO:r<Of"lhe Pimjk.1Cmr",rJj. This c ~ NT.' 
controverfy wasewing'''toJhe 7leatof a cettainfet s~it., 
of per.fons.;who, no doubt, with pious, and uptight r:A.T n. 
intentlOn5, eAdtavoured to ftem the torrent of 
vice and (:orruption, and to reform the licentious 
manners both of the clergy and the people. Bur, 
as the heft things maybe ilbufed, fo this reforming 
fpirie infla~ed. perfo?~that were but ill qualified 
to exert It wah wllQom. and fucpefq. Many" 
deluded by the fuggeftions of an irregular imagi-
nation, and an ill-informed underftanding, or 
guided by principles and views of a ftill more cri-
minal nature, fpread abroad new and fingular 
opinions, falfe vilions, unintelligible maxin:s, 
aufl:ere precepts, and imprudent cla:nours againft 
the difcipline of the church; all which excieed the 
moll: dreadf~ll tumults, and kindled the fbmes of 
contention and difcord. 1'he commencement of 
PietYIn was indeed laudable and decent. I t was 
fet Oil foot by the piollsand learned SPENER, who, . 
by the private facie ties he formt'd at Francjort. 
with a defign to promote vital religion) rouzed' the 
lukewarm from their indifference, and excired a 
(pirit of vigour and refolution in thofe who haq 
been fatisfied to lament, in filence, the progrefa 
of impiety. T.he remarkable effeB: of thefe pious 
meetings was increafed by a book pllbliilied by 
this well-meaning man, under the title of Pious 
De.firn, in which he exhibited a ftriking view of 
. the diforders of [he church, and propofed the re-
medies that were. proper to heal them. Many 
perfons of good aDd upright intentions were high:" 
ly pleafed bot~ ~ith the proceedings and writing$ 
of SPENU, and Indeed the greateft: part ofehore, 
wAo h4d the caufe ()f virtue and practical religion 
'truly atheartl applauded. $e defigns of this .good 
rnan)Jh~ghan apprehenfion of abufcs retained 
n~mbe"':iftom1!nc:our,aging. them openly.. 'l"'iter~ 
~U~! .. ~ happ:ned. Th~ remedies pro~' 

c , pofe~ 
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pored. by SP:&NilR.' .to he31 ~c .,diAlrd~.i.9f the 
ch urch fell, into unikilful hands.w:ere'4tilninifttrtd 
without fagacity or' prodence • .and, thus,u)'f(lany 
cafes, proved to ba worfe than the aifeafe itfelf. 
The religious. meetings abovementioned (or the 
Colleges oj Piety, as they were ufuaUycalled-by a 
phrafe . borrowed from the Dutch), tended in 
many places to kindle, in the breafts of the 
multitudlt the flames of a blind and intemperate 
zeal, whofe effects were inlpetuous and violent, 
inftead of that pure and rational love of God, 
whofe fruits are benign and peaceful. Hence 
complaints arofe againft thefe inftitutions of Piet. 
ifm, as if, under a ihiking appearance pf fanttity, 
they led the people into falfe notions of religion, 
and fomented, in thofe Yiho were of a turbulent 
and violent charaCter, the feeds and principles of 
mutiny and fedition. : . 

XXVII. Theft: firfl: complaints would have 
been undoubtedly hullied, and the tumlllts they 
occafioned would have fubfided by degrees, had 
not the" contefts that arofe at Lcipjic, in the year 
1689, added fuel to the flame. Certain pious 
and learned prQfelfors of philofophy, and parti
cularly FRANCKIUS, SCHADIUS, and PAULUS AN
TONIUS, the difciplcs of SPENER, who at that 
~ime was ecclefiaft_ical fuperimendent of the court 
of Saxony, bC'gan to confider with .attention the 
defcCls that prc\lailed in the ordinary method of 
inftruCting the candidates for the miniftry; and 
this review. perfuaded them of the necefficy of 
ufing their beft endeavours tq fupply what wall 
wanting, and to correct what was amifs~ For 
this purpofe, they undertook to explain.. in their 
colleges certain books of holy Scripture,-in or,dtr 
to render ~hefe genuine fourees of religipUs kn()w" 
ledge b~tter .u~erftood!and ~ .. ~motc a~jz 
-Ofprachcal'plety and Vital rehglOD m A:he .. minch 
.~f their beareu. The novehyoL.d,lu. method 

. . drew 
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dre- attest-ion:, aad fend.eml it fi~ular]y pleafin'" C E N' ':1'. 

. rd' I· ..;L_I: 1-:n· c:) XVII to many; ac~ ·tng y, UK"Jt: ~\.ures were much S.tT. il. 
, frequented, and their, effeCts were vifible in the P"IlTIL 

lives and ·.converfations of feveral perions, whom 
they teemed to infpire with a decp fenle of the 
importance of religion a~d virtue. \Vhether 
thefe firft eifufions of religious fer41our, which 
were, in themfelves, m9ft certainly laudable, were 
always kept within the ftria: bounds of reafon and 
diiCretion, is a quefiion not eafdydecided. If 
we are to believe the report of <:ommon fame, 
and the teftimonies of feveral ' perfons of great 
weight, this was by no means the cafe, and many 
thillgs were both faid and done in thefe }Jiblieal 
Colir:ges (as they were called), which thOllg,1 they 
might be looked upon, by equitabh: and candid 
judges, as worthy of toleration and indulgenc{', 
were, neverthelefs, contrary [0 cuftom, and jar 
from being confiftent with prudence. Hence ru-
mours were fpread, tumults excited, animoflties 
kincUcd, and the matter at length brought to a 
public trial, in which the pious and learned men 
abm'e mentioned were, indeed, declared free fi'om 
the errors and herefies that had been laid to their 
charge, but were, at ~he fame time, prohibited 
from carrying on the plan of religious in!huttion 
they had undertaken with [uch zeal. It was dur-
ing thefe troubles and divifions that the invidious 
denomination of Pielifls was fi.-ft invented; it 
may, at le;ill:,' be affirmed, that it was not com-
monly known before this perioq. I r. was at fira: 
applied by fome giddy and inconfiderate perfonl 
t? thofe who frequent,ed the Biblical Colleges, and 
lIved in a manner fuitabJe to the inftructions and 
exhortafions that were addrelfed to them in thefe 
feminaries of piety. It was afterwards mane ufe 
pf, to. charaeterize aU tbofe who were either diftin .. 
guifhed;",;~ythe exceffive aufierity. of their man ... 
ners~· Ot~,. reg~~Uefs of truth and opinion) were 

only 
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only intent vpon fraaice, ahd .. ~ ,tJ!W!'Whote 
vigour G£ the,ir efforts··towa.rdstbe~aiDmM(&f 
reHgious~leelings and habics.-·· 'But asK "is the 

-~- fate' of all thofe' d«nomi·nations.by which peculiar 
feas are diftinguifhed, to be varioufly and" ob 
very improperly applied, fo tht title of Pietijtl 
was frequen~ly given, in .common converfation, 
to perfons of eminent wifdom and fanfrity, who 
were equally remarkable for' their adherence to 
truth and their love of piety; and, not feldom, 
to perfons whofe rnotley charaCters exhibited an 
enormous mixt~re of profligacy and enthtlfiafm, 
ahd who delerved the title of delirious fanatics 

The pro. 
,rtf. of 
th.r. dr· 
IIlta. 

better than any other denomination . 
. XXVIII. Thi~ conteft was by no means con
fined to LeipJit<, but diff1.Ked its contagiOn, with 
incredible celerity, through all the Lutheran 
fhurches in the different .ttates and kingdoms of 
Europe. For, from this 'time, in all the cities, 
towns, and villages, where Lmheranifm was pro
feffed, there. ftarted up, all of a fudden~ perfons 
of various ranks and profeffions, of both fexes, 
learned and iUiterate, who declared, that they 
were called, by a divine impu!je, to pull up ini
quity by the root, to reftore to its primitive 
}uftre, and propagate through the world, the de
dining caufe of piety and virtue, co·.govern the 
church of CHRIST by wifer rules thanthofe by 
which it was at prefent direaed, and ,who, partly 
in their writings, and partly in their private and 
publil: difcourfes, pointed out the means and 
meafures that were neceffary to' bring about this 
important revolution. All thofe, who were ftruck 
'With thill imaginary ;"'PIt!!t, unanimoufly agreed, 
that nothing could have a more powel'fulteJl~ 
dency to propaga~ among the multitude ~lid 
kl1owled~J pious feelings, and hoi, habits..':~aD 
thofe prlvate meetIngs that hadbeen'ifirft\ttJft,. 
1'ri_by StENER. 1Hld. that ~ ...... iatro-. 

V" .,~ 
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duced in~~' LPp/kJ , Severalo,religtous afi"etnbliei
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C E N'~. 
were accordiagly formed'ia variods . places, which; 5 .~~l~., 
though they d~ ia,wme circumi1:lInces, and P A • T' II; 

were not, all conqucted and C6)mpofed with ~quai .. 
wifd'orn, piety. and prudence, were, nowever, 
deligned to promote the fame general purpofe. 
In the mean time, thefe u!,\ufuaJ, irregular, and 
tumultUOus proceedings filled, with uneafy and 
alarming apprehenflOns~ both thofe who were in-
trufted with the government of the church, and 
rho[e who f4Jt at the helm of the frate.· Thefe 
alJprehenfions were juftified by this important co~
r:1deration, that the pious and· wel1~~aning per .. 
fons, who compafed thefe aifemblies) had iodif· 
ereetly admitted into their commllnity a parcel 
of extravagant and hot~headed fa.aties, who fore .. 
told the approaching deftrtJetion of Babel (by 
which they meant the Lutheran church), terrified 
the populace with fictitious vifions, alfllmed the 
authority of prophets honoured with a divine 
commiffion, oblcured the fublime tr.uths of religion 
by a gloomy kind of jargon of their own inven
tion,and revived doCtrines that had long before 
been condemned by the church. Thefe enthu~ 
fiails alto aiferted, that the millennium, or thou-
fand years reign of the faints on earth, mentioned 
by St. JoaN, was near at hand. They endea-
voured to overturn the 'wi~f,l eftablifuments, arid 
to (h;ftroy the bell: infiitlltas, and defired tha~. 
the pow<;r of preaching and adminiftering public 
inftrllCtion might be given promi[cuouOyto all 
forts of perfons. Thus was the Lutheran church 
torn afunder in the moft deplorable manner, wh)Je 
the "«aries of Rome !tood by and beheiQ, with a 
feeret fo,aCisfacciOjlJ thefe unhappy divifions.· The 
moO: violent ,debates arore in all the Lutheran 
ehurc~es; artd perfons, whore differences ,I were 
occabo* rather ,by mel"(: wOl;ds, and queftions 
of Htrle .CGl1fequence, than by any'dofrrioe$ or 

1 inftitu'tion$ 
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XVII' IJ one another witli the ltittereft animoiitY ;'and, in 
leT. • "lr. I I ..,.J" 

P A a rr 11. many !-=ou~tnes, levere <j~WS were at . etl15 ..... tnatted 
I againft the Pielijfs ~m J. ' 

Thedebate. XXIX. Thofe revivers of piety were of ' two 
CI.'fied on kinds, who, by their different manner ~ pro. 
with Spcner d" • - d l'. bId . d"ft" .,,<1 Ihe die eee 109, e,erve to e . pace . tn two I Ina: 
~;;: ~f clafi'es. One fea of th~fe praai~al refo~mers 

propared to carryon their plan Without intro
ducing any change into the doCtrine, difcipline, 
or form of government that were eftablifued in 
the Lutheran church. The other maintained, 
on the contrary, that it was i'mpoffible to promote 
the progrefs of real piety among the Lutherans, 
without making confiderable alterations in their 
doCtrine, and Ghanging tht: whole form of their 
ecclefi~ftical difciplin~ and polity. The former 
had ·at their head the, learned and pious SPENER, 

who, in the year 1691, removed from Drejdelf to 
Berlin, and whofe fentiments were adopted by the 
pro~eifors of the new academy at Hall; and par~ 

[m) This whole matter is amply illuftrated by the learned 
Jo. GIiOa.OIi \VALCHIUS, in his ll1lrotiuCiiD ad C01l/rtJ'TJCljias, 
vol. ii. and iii. who exhibits, fuccepively. the various fcenes 
of this deplorable conteJ1:. with a view of the principal pofnts 
that were controverted, and his judgment concerning (ach, 
-and a particular account of the writers that difplayed their ta
lents on this occafion. It w.ould. indeed. be difficult fOF any 
one man to give an am*i.:and exat\ hiftory of this contell, 
which was accompanier'With fo many incidental circum. 
4lances, and was, upon the whole, of filch a tediollT. and com· 
tlkatc<l nature. ,It were therefore to be wilhed, that a foeiety 
of prudent and impartilU perfons, furnifued wjth a competent 
knowledge of human nature and political tranfaClion~. and aJ· 
fo with proper materials. would ftr.t themfelves to compofe th, 
hiftory of ['ietif-. If feveral perrons were employed 'in. col
letting from public records, and a1fo from papers that 11. yet 
~~Ied in the cabinets of the curious, the events which hap.. 
pe~ed ,in each country where this controverfy reigned; .a~ if 
~e(e materials. tbus carefully gather~ on, the fpot~ .. :wii'e: ;p~t 
111 the. ha.ds of a . man capable of dtgelting the'<Wliole i. full 
WOIIId produce a mQft interefting and ufeflll~. 

4- . 'ticularly 
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tiClllarlybyFRAtfCKlV!I and PAULUS ANTONIUS, C E N T. 
who had ~n. invited thither trolll Leipjic, 'where s XVII'It 
they began to be farpe~~of ?ict!fin: . T~ough p ~ ~ ~. J~ 
few pretended. to tr~at eIther with, mdlgnatlOn.. or -."'"-, 
conrempt the mtentlons and purpofe of thefe good 
men (which, indeed, none could defpife without 
afr"eCting [0 appear the enemy of practical religion 
and virtue), yet many eminent divines, and more 
efpecially the profeffors and paftors of Wittemberg.. 
were of opinion, that, in the execution of this 
laudable purpofe, feveral maxims were adopcedJ 

and certain "meafures el'nployed, that were preju-
dicial to the truth, and alfo detrimental to the in~ 
(erefts of the church. Hence they looked on 
themCdves as obliged to proceed publicly, firft 
again!l: SPENER. in the year 1695, and afterwards 
againl1 his difciples and adherents, as the invenc~ 
ors and promoters of erroneous and dangerous 
opinions. Thefe debates are of a recent date; fo 
that thoie who are defirous of knowing more par~ 
ticularly how far the princip1es of equity, modera~ 
tion, and candour influenced the conduct and di-
rected the proceedings of the contending parties •. 
may eafily receive a fatisfatiory information. 

¥XX. Thefe debates turned upon a variety of The ruhleS: 
. d h ~ . h f h of thefe depOints; an t erelore t e matter 0 t em cannot bate.. . 

be comprehended under anyone general head. 
Jf we confider them indet"d in relation to their 
origin, and the circumftances that gave rife to 
them, we {hall then be able to reduce them to 
fome .fixed principles. Ie is well known, that 
thore who had the advar.ceme,'lt of piety molt 
zealoufly at heart, were potrefied of a notion, that 
no order of men contributed more to retard its 
progrefs than the clergy, whofe pecl!liar vocation 
It was to inculcate and promote it. Looking 
upon .. this as the root of the evil, it was but na~ 
tural tbattheir plans of reformation 1hould begin 
here; and~ ~rdingly, they laid it down as an 

'. . efiCntial 
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e EN T. drentia1ptinciple"thatnoqe~be~~ict!d 
, ~:~: JJ. into the, m~nift:r" 'but, ~h ~ihadf~l~:a pt'Q.. 
.. "" .. T u; per edUiCatlon, were ddllOgudhed bythelttri100rn 

" and faij&ity of manners,' and had' hearts filled with 
divine to'Oe. Hence they propo(ed, il;l the .firfi 
pitzu, a thorough refurr~iation of the fC,hools (If 
divinity; and they explained clearly eriough what 
they meant by this reformation; which confifted 
in the following points: That ,the fyftematical 
theology, w.hich reigned .in tlie academies, and 
was compofed of intricate and difputable doc
trines, and' obfcure and unufllal forms of expref
fion, fhould be totally abolifhed i-that polemi
cal divinity, which comprehended the controvc:rfles 
fubfifting between Chriftians of different c •. 
munions. 1bould h,e lefs eagerly fiudied) and li:rs 
frequently treated, thmlgh not entirely negleCted j 

-that all mixture of philofophy atld human learn
ing 'With divine wifdom was to be moil: carefully 
avoided ;-that, on the comrary, all thofe who 
were ddigned for the minifiry, fhould be accuf· 
tomfd, from their, early youth, to the perufal and 
ftudy of the holy Scriptures:;-that they ihould 
be taught a plain fyftem of theology, drawn from 
thefe unerring fources of truth ;-and th~lt ,the: 
whole courfe of their education waS to be fo di
rected, as to render them ufeful in life, by the 
practical power of their doctrine and the com
manding influence of their example. As thefe 
maxims were propagated with the greateft in
duftry and zeal, and were explained inadvertently 
by (orne, withou~ thofe reftrifriOlls which· pru
dence feemed to require; there profetred patrons 
and revivers of piety were rwfpeded {)f >deGglls 
that'·could not but render' them obnoxious .to, c~n" 
fure. -they were fuppofed to defpife philo~opiay 
aftd learning, to treat with indiif«:rence, ~(,~ven 
·liOrcnounce. all 'inquiries- into the ,...tad 
~riom. of religiQus truth, tQ;:di(a.PFOveof 

the 
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the zeal and labours of thofe ,who defended' it c E. N To 
againft fuch as ejthercorrupted or 'oppofed it, sz~~lljf. 
and to place the whole of their theology in certain' PAR" H. 

vague and jncoh~rent declamations concerning the --.. -
duties' oL morahty. Hence arofe thofe famous 
di(putes concerning the ufe of philofophy and the 
value of human learning, confldered in connection 
with the intereits of religion-the dignity and ufe-
fulners, of jyflematic theology--;-the neceffiey of 'po-
lemic divinity-the excellence of the myitic fyfl:em 
-and alfo concerning the true method of infhuEt-
i!lg the people. 

'1 he Jecol1d great o~jeEt:, that employed the zeal 
and attention of the perfons now under confit!er;l
tioll, was, that the candidates for the miniftry 
lhollld not only, for the future, receive [uch an 
academical education as would tend rather to J()lid 
utility than to mere fpeculation; but alro that they 
Jhould dedicate tbeTlifclves to God in a petuliar 
Imnner, and exhibit the mofl: {hiking examples 
of piety and virtllc. This maxim, which, when 
conlidered in itrelf, mull: be acknowledged 'to be 
highly laudable, nor only gave occaGon to feveral 
new regulations, deGgned to renrain the pallions 
of the frudious youth, to infpire them with pious 
fentiments, and to excite in them holy refolutions; 
but alio .produced another maxim, which was a 
baing fource of controverfy and debate, viz. 
" that no perfon, that was not himfdf a model-of 
" piety and divine love, was qualified to be a 
" public teacher of piety, or a guide to others in 
rc the way of falvation." This opinion was confi
dered by many as derogatory from the power and 
efficacy of the word of God, which cannot be de
prived of its divine influence by the vices of its 
miniiters; and as a fort of revival of th~ long
exploded errors of the Donatiits: and what ren
dered it "j)eculiarly liable to an interpretation of 
this nature was, the imprudence Df .fome Pietifrs. 

VOL. V. Y who 
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C E N T. who inculcated -and explained it; without thore nt" 
·S:;'~].\I. i1:ritiions that were necdrary to render it une~cep. 
"'ART II. tionable. Hence arofe endicfs and intricate debateS 

concerning the following qud1:iofls: "whether the 
" religious knowledge acquired by a wicked man 
" can be termed theology?" -" whether a vicious 
" perfon can, in dfeti, attain to a true knowledge 
" of religion ?"-" how far the office and miniftry 
cr at' an impious ecclefutftic can be pronounced 
" falutary and efficacious ?"-" whether a licen
te tious and ungodly man cannot be fufceptible 
" of illumination ?"-and other queftions of a like 
nature. 

XXXI. Thefe revivers of declining piety went 
yet further. In order to render the miniftry of 
their pallors as fuccefsful as poilible, in rouling 
men from their indolence, and in ftemming th~ 
torrent of corruption ,Ind immorality, they judged 
two ihiogs indifpenfably neceffary. The firft 
was, to fupprefs entirely, in the courre of public 
inftrufiion, and more d{)ecially in that delivered 
from the pulpit, certain maxims and phrafes which 
the corruption of men leads them frequently to 
interpret in' a manner fa.vourable to tl1e indl1l
·gcnce of their paffions. Such, in the judgment 
of the Pit'ti!ls, were the following propofitions: 
.No man is able to attain to tbat per/eajon which 
the divine law requires-good '[.flor!:.s are not nc
teJ!ary to jaJvatioll-in the aEi 0/ juflification, on 
tbe part of malt, faith alone is concerned, withoul 
goo" works. Many, however, were apprehenfive, 
that, by the fuppremon of· thefe propOfitions, 
truth itfelf moll: futler deeply ~ and that the 
Chriftian religion, deprived thus of its peculiar 
doCtrines, would be expofed, naked and defence~ 
lefs, to the attacks of its adverfaries. The fi"onJ 
ftep they took, in order to give effica~y.totheit 
plans of rt::forrnatioD, was to form Dew rules of 
life and manners, mUi:h more rigor_and au1terc 

than 
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than thofe which had been formerly praClifed; C IN'". 
aDd to place in the c1afs of }jllful and unlaw/Ttl s"~~~rji. 
gratifications feveral kinds of pleafure and amule- 1'.'~T II. 

menr, which had hitherto been looked tlpOn as .. 
innocent in themfelves, and which could only 
become good or c7.Jil in confequence of the re-
fpeClive characters of thofe who ufed them with 
prudence, ?r abufed t.hem with. in.temperance. 
Thus, dancIng, pantomimes, public fports, thea-
trical Jivedions, the . reading of humorous and 
comical books, with fc:\"Cral other killds of ple:i-
fLlre and entertainment, were prohibited by the 
Pietilts, as unlawful and unfeemly; and, thereforf, 
by no means of an indifferent nature. Many, 
however, thought this rule of moral dilcipline by 
f.lr toO rigid and fevere; and thus was revived the 
ancient conteft: of the lChoolmcn, concerning tilt! 
fJ1l1olls queft:ion, wbethcr' airy l!uman alliOllS ar~ 
Indy indifferent? i. e. equally removed from moral 
bood on rhe one hand, and from moral evil on 
, he other; and wbct ber, on the contrary). it bl: 
not true, that al/ aflions, whatever, muft be eitbi'r 
LCr;/idered as good, or as evil." The difcurIion of 
thi, qudhon was attended with a variety of de-
bates upon the it-veral points of the prohibition 
nuw mentioned; and tht;fe debates were, often 
Llrried 011 with anilTloGty and bitternefs, and very 
rarely with that precifbn, temper, and judgment: 
th<* the nicety of the matters in difpute required. 
The third thing, on which the PietiJrs inGtl:ed, 
was, that befides the ftared meetings for public 
wodhip, private alfemblies. fhould be held for 
prayer and other religious exercifes. But many 
were of opinion, that the caufe of true piety and 
virtue was rather endangered th'an .. promoted by 
thefe aifemblies; and experience and obfervation 
kemed to confirm. this opinion. It would be 
both, endters and unneceffary to enumerate all [he 
little difputCsi;Wat arofe from the appointment of 

y ~ thefe: 
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C 'E N T. thefe private' affernblies, and, in gene~l, from the' 
s~~~Iil. notions entertained, and the meafures purfued by 
PART 11. the PietiJIs en]. It is neverthelefs proper to ob

ferve, that the lenity and indulgence thewn by thefe 
people 1:0 perfons whofe opinions were erroneous, 
and whofe errors were, by no means, of an indif
ferent na.ture, irritated their adverfaries to a very 
high degree, and made many fufpeCt, that the 
Pietifls laid a much greater ftrefs upon praCtice 
than upon belief, and, feparating what ought ever 
to be infeparabJy joined together, held virtuous 
manners' in higher efteem than religious truth. 
Amidil: the prodigious numbers that appeared in 
thefe controveroes, it was not at all furpriong, 
if the variety of their charaCters, capacities, and 
views, be duly confidered, that fame were charge
able with imprudence, others with intemperate 
zeal, and that many, to avoid wh?.t they looked 
upon as unlawful, fell injudiciouOy into the op
pofire extreme. 

'Th,(e rr- XXXII. The other clafs of Pietifts already 
f'(on'rs (Jf 
"".1 ,<1;_ mentioned, whore reforming views extended Jo 
Jion e.d<3- far, as to chano-e the [yftern of doCtrine and the 
'Wour to ru". f to . 
ftlote pi,ty form a ecclefiaibcal government that were efta-
.. t Ih •• ,- bJifhed in the Lutheran church comprehended 
'~n~ ~ • 

trulh. perfons of various charaCters and different way., 
of thinking. Some of them were totally dellitute 
of reafon and judgment; their errm-s were the 
reveries of a difordered brain; and they were ra.
ther to be confidered as lunatics than as heretics. 

[11] Theft! debates were firjl colieBed. and alfo needlefsl)' 
multiplied, hy S C H n L G V I G IUS, in his ~ynopJis Confro-wtjiarllm 
[lih }ietalis pr,<'ff.xtu /flo/arum, which was publifued in,the year 
1761, in 8"0. The r$!ader will alfo find the arguments, ufed 
by the contending parties in this difpute, judiciouUy fummed' 
up in two different works of LA. N 0 [u s, the one entitled., :dllti
harbar1lS; and the other the Middle-way; the former.compo!ed 
in Latin, the latter in German.-See alfo the TUfOTHSV, 

,.VI>B.lNUS of VAL •• ERN. LOSCiUB.VS. -
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Others -were lefs extravagant, and tempered the 
finaulal' notiom, they had derived from rcadinO' 
or ~neditation, }Vith a certain mixture of the im~ 

C E N T, 
XVII.'" 

S":T. IT. 
P"aT II. 

portant truths and doetrines of religion. We --....
lhall mention but a few perfons of this elats, and 
thole only who were difl:inguifhed from the reft by 
th~ir fuperior merit and reputation. 

1\lllong thefe was GODFREY ARNOLD, ,a native 
of Sa.\'ol~)', a man of exteniivc reading, tolerable 
parts, and richly endowed with that natural and 
urllffeEted eloquence, which is {o wonderfully 
adapted to touch and to per[uade, This man 
Ji!lurbed the tranquillity of tbe church towards 
the conclufion of this century, by a v:lriety of 
theological productions, that were full of new and 
fingular opinions; and more efpecially by his et~ 
dift4fical biflory, which he had the alrmance tn 
impofe upon the public, .as a work compo[ed 
with can dour and impartiality. His natural com
plexion was dark, melancholy, and lllilere j and 
thefe feeds of f:ll1aricifrn were fo expanded and 
nourilhed by the peruJ:lI of the ,M)'jlic writers, 
th:1t the flame of enrhufiaiin was kindled in his 
breafl: and broke forth in his conduct and writings 
with peculiar vehemence. He looked upon the 
M.,lflics as fLlperior to all other writers, nay as the 
only depofitaries of true wifdom; reduced the 
whole of religion to certain internal feelmgs and 
motions, of which it is difficult to form a jufl: ideaj 
neglected entirely the frudy of truth; and. em
ployed the whole power of his genius and eloquence 
in enumerating, deploring, and exaggerating, the 
vices and corruptions of human nature. If it is 
uni verfally allowed to be the firftand moft 
effential obligation of an hiftorian to avoid all 
appearance of partiality, and neither to be in
fluenced by perfonal attachments nor by 'private 
te[entrnetJt .. in the recital of faets, it mufl: be 
fairly ackn()w1edgedJ that no man could be lefs 

. • . Y J fit 
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fit for writing hiftory than ARNOLD. His whole 
hirtory, as every on\: mull fee who looks into it 
with the iinallell: degree of attention, is the 
produetion of a violent {pirie, and is dietated by 
,a vehement antipathy againft the uottrines and 
infriturions of the Lutheran church: One of the 
fundan\ental principles that influences the judg
ment, and direets the opinions and decifions of 
this hillorian, throughout the whole courfe of his 
work, is, that all the abules and corruptions that 
have found admiu:1nce into the church fince the 
time of tbe npoftles, have been introduced by its 
minircLTs and rulers, men of vicious and aban
doned charaEters. From this principle, he drawg 
the following goodly confequence: that all thofe 
who oppoled the meafures of the clergy, ~r fclt 
their refentment, were per(ons of diitinglli!hed 
fanCtity and virtue; and that fuch, on the contrary, 
as eitht:r favoured the millil1ers of the church, 
or were favoured by them, were (!:rangers to the 
fpirie of true and genuine piety. Hence proceeded 
ARNOLD'S unaccollntable p:Hti;llity in favour of al
md1t all th~t bore the denomination of Heretics [0] ; 
whom he delcndcl1 with the mmott zeal, 'Without 
having always ~lllderH:ood their doctrine, and, 
in fume caks, 'Without having even examined 
their arguments. This partiaiity was highl}' 
dc:tr:rnl'lltal to his repllt;ltio[J, and rendered his 
hiito:'Y peculiarly obnoxiotls to cel1[ure. He 
did 110t, 11O\\'ever, continue in this way of think
ing;. but as he advanced in years and expe
rience, perceived the errors into which he had 
\been led by the impctuofiry of his paffians an~ 
the contagious influence of perniciou.s eJamples. 

t:i' [Ii] AI!. NOL D'5 Hiftory is tllus entitled," Hijloria E .. li. 
jiafiica tl llfl·ctl(,1. Dr. M os H n M 's accOUnt of this learned 
'JPan is drawn up with much fevcrity. and perhllPs is not 
e,ntirdr deftitutc of partiality, See the Lif;;; of AI> NO"L D i" 
~he .C''fI&'';;] Did."".,,). 

Jfhi~ 
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This fenCe of his miftakes ctlrreB:ed the vehemence C l Nq.. 
of his natural temper and the turbulence pf his s,!;.J~i; 
pa.rtV fp:rir, 10 that, as we learn from witneffes PAn If. 

worthy of credit, he became at laft a lover of truth 
and a pattern of moderation [p]. 

XXXIII. ARNOLD was far furpuffed in fa- Dipp.eliul, 

natical malignity and infolence by JOHN CONRAD 

DIPPEr.JUS, a Heffian divine, who affumed the de
nomination of the ChriJlian Democritlls, inflamed 
the minos of the fimple by a variety of produc-
(ions, and excited conficierable tllmults and com-
motions tbwards the conclunon of tois century. 
This vain, fupercilious, and arrogant dod or, 
who feemcd formed by nature fo;· a fatyi·jft and 
a buffoon, inftead of propofi ng any new fyfteni 
of religious doCtrine and di/c;plinc, was kllely 
employed in overturning thofe that were rcceivlOd 
in the Proteftant church. 11 is days were princi-
pally fpent in throwing alit farcalins and invectives 
ag.linfl: all denominations of Chrifl:ians; and the 
Lutherans, to whofe communion he bdongcd, 
were more efpccially the objdts of his raillery 
:lI1cl derifl.on, which, on many occalions, [pared 
flut thufe things that had formerly been looked 
upon as the moil refpeCl:able and fao-ed. It i:'i 
mllch co be doubted, whether he had formed any 
clear and diibntl: notions of the doCtrines he 
taught; lince, in his views of things, the power 
of imagination domineered evidenrly over the 
diftates of right reaion and common fenfe. But, 
if he reaJly underftood the religious maxims he 
was propagating, he had not certainly the talent 
of rendering them clear and perfpicuotls to others; 
for nothing can be more ambiguous and obfcure 
than the expreflions under which they are conveyed, 
and the arguments by which they are fupported. 

£1] ~·,COLE!l1 rita ARNOLDJ.-Nou'1)faU J)iflion. Iii/: 
f~r. It CritlfrtfJ Wm. i. p. 485' 
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C E N T, A 'man mufr have the gift Of divination, to be 
S:'c~J.r.II. able to deduce a regular and C;)nfiftent fyftem 
PART II. of doCtrine from the variolls produCtions ()fthis 

'The lnyen
tion.. and 
,"fvait"s of 
r(:t~lfc:n. 

incoherent and unintelligible writer, who was il 
chemill: into the bargain, and whore brain feems 
to have be(n Jleated into a high degree of fer. 
mentation by the fire of the elaboratory. If the 
rude, motley, and fal cafl:ical writings of [his 
wrong headed rf'former lhould reach pofterity, it 
will be ccr:ainly a jufl: matter of furprife to Our 
defcendants, that a conliderable number of their 
ancdtors fhollld have been 10 blind as to chufe 
for a model of gL:l1uine piety, and a teacher of fe. 
ligion, a man who had audacioufl v violated the firft 
and moll dlcntiai principles of folid piety and found 
fenfe [q]. 

XXXIV. The mild and gentle temper of JOHN 

WILLlI>M PETERSEN, mini{ter and firft member 
of the ecclefiaH.ical contiltory of Lunenburg, di{tin. 
glliflied him remarkably fi'o1l1 the fiery e!lthufi~(fl: 
now mentioned .. But tlie milLinefs of this good
natured eccJdiaflic was accompallied with a want 
of refolution, that might be called weaknefs, 
and a certain fioridnefs and warmth of imagina
tion, that rendered him peculiarly fufceptibJe of' 
illtlfion himfdf, and every way proper to lead others 
innocently into error. Of this he gave a very 
remarkable fpecimen in the year 1691, by main. 

(q] His works were all publifileJ, in the year 17+7. in /ife 
vohmk_ in 4.to; and his memory is Hill highly honoured and 
:rtfpeded by many, who con1id~r him as having been. in his 
day, ;10 c-mincnt tcacher of true piety and wi/aom. No kind 
Qf author" find filch zealous readers and patrons as thofe who 
d~al brgcly in invedive, and /\vdl themfe1vcs, by a vain 1;"lf
flltlici(~l1cy, into an imagined fuperiority over the Tell of 
mankind. Befides, DIPptl.luS was an excellent chemitl ana 
a good. phylidan; and thi5 procured him many friends and 
~dmil'crs, ~s. all men are fond of riches and long lifAB. and 
t,1lcfe two Iclcnccs were {uppo{ed to lead to the· ,000·aP.ct to 
the other. ' . 

~ainin~ 
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raining publicly that ~OSAMOND JULIANA, Coun
tef'i of /ijJeburg (whore difordered brain fuggeil:ed 
to her the moll: romantic and chimerical notions) 
was honoured with a viGon of the Deity, and 
cOn1miffioned to make a new declaration of hIs 
will to mankind. He alfo revived and propagat
ed openly the obfolete doEtri ne of the Millennium, 
\'.hich }{OSAMOKD had confirmed by her pretended 
authority from above. This firO: error produced 
many j for error is fertile, efpecially in thofe minds 
\\he~e imagination has fj:mrned the yoke of reafon, 
:l:ld confiders all its airy vjfions as folid and im
pOf[Jnt difcoveries. Accordingly, PETERSEN went 
about prophefying with his wife [rJ, who alfo gave 
hl:rfelf out for a kind of oracle, a.nd boafl:ed of 
her extenfi ve knowledge of the feerets of heaven. 
They talked of a general rrjlillltioJl of all things, 
at which grand and folemn period all intelligent 
Ixings were to be rdl:ored to happinc:fs, the gates 
of hell opened, and wicked men, together with 
evil fpirits, delivered (rom the guilt, power, and 
punifbrnent of fin. They fllppofed that two 
dijiillft natures, and both o( them human, were 
UI~ittd in CHRIST; one alfllmed in heaven before 
thl' rrformatiorr of this globe, the other derived, 
upon earth, from the Virgin MARY. Thele opi
nions were fwallowed down by many among the 
multitude, and were embraced by fome of fUperior 
rank; they met, however, with great oppolition, 
and were refuted by a confiderable number of 
writers, to whom PETERSEN, who was amply fur
niOled with leifure and eloquence, made voluminolls 
replies. In the year 1692, he was at length de
pojed; and, (rom that period, palfed his days in 
the tranquillity of a rural retreat in the territory of 
M(lgdeburg, where he cheered his folitude by 

(r~ Her'liame was jO.HMH/.A ELEONOR.A a M£RLAtT. , . 
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epi1l:01ary commerce, 'and fpent- the remainder or 
his days in compofition and ftudy [1]. 

XXXV. It is not eafy to determine, whether 
JOHN CASPAR SCHADE and GEORGI: BOSIUS may 
be affociated properly with the perfons now men
tioned. They wert: both good mel), full of zeal 
for the happinefs and falvation of their brethren; 
but their zeal was neither dircaed by prudence, 
nor tempered with moderation. The former, who 
was minifl:er at Berlin, propagated feveral notions 
that feemed crude and uncouth; and, in the year 
1697, inveighed, with the greateft bitternefs, 
againll: the cullom that prevails in the Lutheran 
chlll'ch of confdling privately to the clergy. There 
violent remoofi:rances excited great commotions, 
anc} were. even attended with popular tumults. 

,BOSIUS performed the paftoral funt1ions at Soraw ; 
and, to awaken finners from their fecurity, and 
prevent their treating, with negligence and indif
ference, interefis that are moil: important by being 
eternal, denied that God would continue always 
propitious and placable with refin:ct to thofe 
()ifenders, whofe incorrigible obflinacy he had 
forefeen from all eternity; or that he would offc:r 
them beyond a certain period, marked in his de
crees, thofe (uccours of grace that are necdfary 
to falvation. This tenet, in the judgment of 
many grave divines, feemed highly injurious to 
f<he boundlefs mercy of God, and was accord
ingly refuted and condemned in feveral treatifes; it 
found, neverthdefs) an eminent patron and de-

f s] PET Il \l SEN wrote his life in German, and it was firft 
puhlilhed in Bvo. in 1717.-His wife added her Life to it. by 
way of fuprlement, in the year 1718. Thefe pieces of bio
g,aphy wil fatisfy fuch a~ are defirous of a particular account 
pf the character, manners, and talents, of this extraordinary 
paiT. For an account of the troubles they excit~d at LUllen;w;g, 
tee Jo. MOLLERI, Cim6ria £iura/a, tom. ii. p. 639. 'the U1I
JchtJdigt Nadn"iclltli •• A. 1748. p. 97+' A. 17+9'P, 3O-%OO~ 
&' naffim. ' ' 
, ~. -. ~ndt( 
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fender in the. learned RECHEN~ELG, profeffi~r of c ~ NT. 

divinity at LClpji(, ~o~ to m~t:on others at lefs s.:~~lir. 
r,<)re, who appeared m Its behalf{/J. . PUT n. 

XXXVI. Among the controverf:es of inferior --
CE'n'ell' 

notL: dlJt divided the Lutheran church, we Ihall comerninr; 

t;di: menrion thofe that broke alit between rhe til< ~mni· 
rrcfrnco Qf 

,kJOIS of 'luhingen and Ci,Jfm fo early as the ChnW. 

Year 1610. The Iwinci')al l)a,-t of this debate re- 1\,Ib, be-
t lWrl'n the 

1.1lfli CO the ao",fement and humiliarion, or, to dot),,, of 

· ... !J:1t divines call, the e,yilli?J:i:ioll of ]. elitS Chrtijl i 'rub,"I..·. 
-:J .nil Gijj~lf. 

;:ild the great po;nt wa~ to know in what this e,l('" 

inmi!ion p:-operly confined, and what was the p~e-
.:::-:: n:ltulT and ch;!raEt~'fi{bc ul" ch;s fingllbr ficu-
Jti,)I1: T hJt the lYlan C!:nitl p'JJ1eiinl, even in the 
1I;0lr drc;,~:r'lll p;::riOlb of his al.,; !~'mcnr, the di-
\'i;1(~ p:-op(~·tics anJ amiblltt's he Iud fc:c<:ived in 
conlr<.jucilce of the /:1'/,c/?,1Ii. U;IiGil, was unani-
m()IIr1y agreed 001 by bod1 of the c')l1tending par-
tie,; but tht v tliifcrcd in their j~';1tii11lIltS rel.!rino-

J D 

ro this lubtile ~md intricate qllcii.ioll, If/betber 
(hi(i, during his 1i?,:diatoi'id jilj/L'I'il.g.r and/accrdo- . 
1!!1;'i,lte, rt'(!'~v J!i/pei1dcd tbl' exerlioN 'i tbi'/e tlltri
lUlL's, Oi' only concealed this ('xcrti,;i1 ji (jnJ fbe 'uiew 
r/ mor/iIlJ? The latter was lllaintJined by the doc
tors o( '1;lbiilgt'n, while thofe of Ci:/{c,';z W(Te in
clined to thillk, that the exeniO:l cf the divine 
;;:'ILbures was really fufpenckd in C ERIST dLlring 
hi, humiliation and fufferings. This main qudtion 
wa, followed by others, which were much more 
illbrile clun important, concerning the manner 
lil which God is preftttl with all his works, the 
real<)Ds and foundation of this univerial pretence, 
the true caure of the omnipn.:1t-!lce of CHRIST'S 

body, and -others of a like intricate and unintel
ligible nature. The champions that diftingui!h:.. 
cd th,em(e!ves on the fide of the doCl:ors of'Tubin~ 

[t) SeeWALCHIUS'S JlItr~dulljo ad COlllrc",·crji.u. p. I. 
C2r, iv. 

gl'1l 
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gen were, LucAs OSIANDER, MELCHIOR NIC(\_ 

LAS, and TH.EODoR .. THuMMIU~. The mof!: emi. 
nent of thofe tliac-adopted the caufe of the divines 
of Gie...f!en were, BALTHAZAR, MENZER, and Jus
TUS FEVERBORN., The cootefl: was carried on 
with zeal, learning, and fagacity; it were to be 
wifhcd that one could add, that it \vas managed 
with wifdom, dignity, and moderation. This, 
indeed, was far from being the cafe; but fuch 
was the fpirit and ge:1ius of the age, that mally 
things were now treated with indulgence, or be
held.with approbation, which the wifdom and de
cency of fucceeding times have juftlyendeavour
ed to difcounrenance and corred. In ordl"r to 
terminate thele difagreeable comefts, the Saxon 
divines were commanded, by their fovereign, to 
offer themfelves as arbitrators between the con
tending parties in the year 1624; their arbitration 
was accepted, but it did not at all contribllte to 
<leciJe the matters in debate. Their decilions 
were vague and ambiguous, and were therefore 
adaptd to fatisfy none of the parties. They de
clared, that they could lIor entirely approve of the 
ooctrine of either; but infinuated, at the fame 
time, that a certain degree of preference was due 
to the opinions maintained by the doctors of 
GiejJen [u]. Thofe of 'l'ubingen rejected the de
cifion of the Saxon arbitrators; and it is very pro
bable, that the divines of GieJ!m would have ap
pealed from it a1fo, had not the public calamities, 
in which Germany began to be involved at this 
time, fufpendeJ this mift'rable conteft, by im
pofing filence tlpon the difputants, and le\lving 

[1I} ]O.WOI.F. ]AEGBR.HiJlor. Ecclef. ttPo/il.S4'c.xvii. 
D,.·cm:. iii. p. 3z9--CHRIST. liBERH. WEIFMANNlllijlcr 

Eut.jiaft. SeN. xvii. p. 1178.-WALCHI US, /0(. ,it.". :;106 

-See alfo C A ROl.l AR NO'!. D, and the otherwriten, who hal'l 
wr4~cn rhe I;:cckliaili::al Hifiory of thefe ~es. 

theft 
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them in the quiet poffeffion of their refpettive C E N To' 

XVII. 
opinions. SaCT. 11; 

XXXVII. Before the ceITation of the contro- PART u. 
verry now mentioned, a new one was occafioned, Th, conl_ 

in the year 1621, by the writings of HEl'.MA~f •· .. ry"'''ca. 
l{ AT H MAN, miniil:er ae Dalltzic, a man of eminent fi,''''''d bt .... , H~w"f1np 
piery, fome learmnp' ~nd a zealous patron ~nd of R.lh· 

admirer of AR N DT S famous book concerning l1Iannu;, 

true Chri}iianity. This good man was fufpeCted 
by his colleague CORVINuS, and feveral others, of 
e;,tertaining fentiments derogatory from the Jig-
nicy and power of the facred writings. 'rhefe 
jLI1picions they derived from a book he publilhcd, 
in the year 1621, COllcerning G'hrfJ}' sl\ii:~<:do;n pi 
GnICf, which, according to the rcprefl'nt:ltions of 
his adverGlries, contained the following dochine: 
" That the word of God, as it il:ancls in the 1;1-
" CTell writings, hath no innate power to illuminate 
" (he mind, to excite in it a principle of regcl1era-
" tion, and thus to turn it to God j that the external 
" word 111eweth, indeed, the WJY to lalv:ltion, but 
" cannot effellua/ly lead men to it; but that GOll 
"himfelf, by the milliltry of another, and an 
" internal word, works fuch a change in the minds 
" of men, as is necelItry to render them agreeable 
" in his fight, and enables them to p\e;tfe him 
" by their words and aCtions." This doctrine 
was reprefented by CORVINUS and his a11ixiates 
as the fame which had been formerly held by 
SCHWE~CKFELD, and was profeffed by the Myfrics 
in general. But whoever will be at the pains CO 

eX<lminewith attention the various writings of 
}{ATI-lMAN on this fubject, mufl: {(Jon be convin-
ceu, that his adverfaries either mifunderltood his 
true fentiments, or wilfully mifreprefentcd them. 
His real doCtrine may be compriled in the four 
followin~ points: "Firj/, that the divine word, 
" contiuoed in the I-IoJy Scriptures, is endowed 
" with the power of healing the minds of men, 

" and 
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" and bringing them to God: but that, Juondlv 
" cannot exert this pow~r. in the mi.nds of corru"p~ 
u. men, who refift Its dlvme operat'lOn and influ. 
" ence; and that of confequence, third~v, it is abo 
" folutely neceffary, that the word be preceded or 
" accompanied by fame divine energy, which mav 
tc preplre the minds of finners ro receive it, and 
" remove thofe impediments that oppofe its rffi. 
" cacy; and fourtb~y, that it is by the power of the 
" holy jpirit, or internal word, that the external 
cc word is rendered incapable of exerting its effi. 
" cacy in enlightening and tiwctifying the minds 
~c of men [w]." T here i~, inclte(:' fome dif~ 
(erence between thefe opinions and the uo{tri!1e 
commonly received in the Lllther~lD church, reo 
lating to the efficacy of the divine word; but a 
careful peru[al of the writings of l{,\TIIMAN on 

this fubject, and a candid eXJ.minarion of his in· 
accurate txprefIions, will perCuade the impartill 
reader, that this dilt~'rcnce is neither great nor 
important; and he wiil only perceive, that this 
'pious m:l.n had not the t::dcnt of expreffing his no
tions with order, perl1Jicuiry, and precifion. How. 
ever that m:l.y have been, this centefl: grew more 
general fi-om day to day, and, at length, extended 
its polemic int1uC'nce through the whole Lutheran 
church, the greatefl: part of whore members follow· 
ed the .example of the Saxon doCtors in condemn· 
ing RATHMAN, while a confiderable number, ftruck 
with the lultre of his piety, and perfuad~d of the 
innocence of his dodrine, efpoufed his caufe. In 
the year 1628, when this controvec[y was at the 
greatctt height, RATHMAN died, and then the 
warmth and animofity of the contending paltiei 
fubfided gradually, and at length cealed. 

['til] See MOL,L ER u's Cimhria Li~r7'ltla. tom. iii. p. 559'
HA R K Noe H'S German work, enudcd PrniIJift1H Kir,hell

- Geflhicbu, book iii. ell. viii. p. Bu. AII.NO~";S Kircbell Illd 
/(,rtlUr-~iftor~, p. iii. ch. xvi. p. rr 5. 
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XXXVIII. It would be repugnant to the true 
end of hillary, as well as to all principles of can
dour and equity, to Iwell this enumeration of the 
~ntroverfies that divided the Lutheran church, 
\vith the private difputes of certain individuals 
concerning fome particular points of dottrine and 
wodhip. Some writers have, indeed, followed 
this methOd, not fo much with a defign to enrich 
their hIitories with a Olultitude of facts, and to 
Jl1CW men and opinions in all their various afpeccsJ 

as wir.h a view to render the Lutherans ridiculous 
N odious. In the happieft times, and in the befi: 
modelled communities, there will :11wlys remain' 
{ufficient marks of human imperfeEtion, and 
;;bundant fources of private contention, at leaft in 
the imprudence and mifbkes of feline, and rhe 
impatience and feverity of others; but it mufi: be
tray a great want of found judgment, as well as 
or canliour and impartiality, to form a general 
enimate of the (tate and character of a wholt: 
church upon fuch particular inllances of imper
fn'lion and error. Cert~lin Lingular opinions and 
modes of expreffion wert cenftlred by many in the 
writings of T ARN()V!L'S and AFFEL1VrAN, two di·, 
vines of RoJIoch, who wert othcrwife men of dif
ting;uifhed merit. T his, however, will furpriie 
li~ Ids, when we confider, that theft: doctors ofren 
e;prtiled themfelves improperly, whnl their fen
timents were jull:; and that, when their exprefllons 
were accurate and proper, they were frequently 
mifunderftood by thof~ who pretended to cenCore 
them. JOACHIM LUTKi:MAN, a man whore repu
tation was confiderable, and, in many re[pta~, 
well defervcd, took it into his head to dellY that 
CHRIST remained true man during the three days 
that intervened between his death and refurreCtion. 
This fentiment appeared highly erroneous to 
Il\any; hence arofe a comcit, which was merely a 

diftJU[c 
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C E N T. difpute about words, refembling many other de. 
s't~!I.I·II.bates) which, like bubbIes, are inceifantly fwelling 
I'ART II. and vaniChing on the furface of human life. Of 

this kind, more efpecially, was the controverfy 
which, for fome time, ,exercifed the talents of 
BOETlus and BALDUIN, profeffors of divinity, 
the former at l!elmfladt, and the latter at IVittem. 
berg, and had for its fllbjeCt the following ql1e. 
frion, IVhelher or 110 the wicked jhal! one day be reo 
flore.d to life by the merits of Chrijl ? In the dlltchy 
of Holflein, REINBOTH diitinguifhed himfdf b:· 
the fingularity of his opinions. f..Jter th~ example 
of CALIXTUS, he reduced the fundamental doc. 
tr'ines of religion within narrower bounds thall 
are ufually prefcribed to them ~ he alfo conudcreJ 
the opilJion of thofe Greeks, who deny that the 
Holy Ghofl proceeds from the Son, as an error of 
very little confequence. In both thefe refpeeCs, 
his fentiments were adopted by many; they, how
ever, met with oppofition from feveral quarters, 
and were cenfured, with peculiar warmth, by the 
learned JOHN CONRAD DAN HAVER, profefIor of 
divinity at Strafourg; in confequence of this, a 
kind of controverfy was kindled between theft: 
two eminent men, and was carried on with mort.' 
vehemenc( than the nature and importance of 
the matters in dt;bate could well juilify [x]. But 
thefe and other conceits of this nature mull: not 
be admitted into that lift of conrroverfies, from 
which we are to form a judgment of the in· 
ternal ftate of the Lutheran church during this 
c;entury. 

[x J For an account of all thefe controverfies in genera!. fe.e 
ARNOLDI Hijlar. EcclrJ. et Hi£ret. p. ii. lib. xvii. cap. VI. 

p. 957. That which was occafioned by REINBOTH is amFly 
and clTcumftantially related by MOLLERUS, in his lnlfTJdlliJ!t 
QJ Hijloriam Cherfonefi Cimbric4. p. ii. p. 190' and ill his 
Cimbrill Litt/·atll. tom. ii. p. 69<1. 

XXXiX. 
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XXXIX. We cannot fay the fame thing of C E N T. 

Certain controverfies, which were of a perfonal s xvu,'r' , a1 d 1 I:CT • rather than a re nature, an re aced to the' or- P u,. fl. 

thodoxy or unfoundnefs of certain men, rather -..;.-
than to the truth or falfehood of certain opinions; ~~:. ~:ilt. 
for thefe are fomewhat more effentially conntatd ing to 1' .... 

I ft d I f tonut Incl 
with the inrerna ate an lill:ory 0 the church, Arndt. 

than the contell:s laft mentioned.' I t is not unu-
fual for thofe, who' profelfedly embark in the 
caufe of declining piety, and aim, in a. {olemn, 
zealous, and public manner, at its revival and 
ref1:oration, to be elated with high and cowering 
views, and warm with a certain enthufiaftic, 
[houCTh noble fervour. This elevation and ar
domoof mind is by no means a fource of accuracy 
and precifion; on the contrary, it prodl1ces many 
unguarded expreffions, and prevents men of warm 
piety from forming their language by thofe rules 
which are neceffary to render it clear, accurate, 
:md proper; it freqllently diCtates expre!1ions and 
phraies that are pompous and emphatic, but, at 
the fame time, allegorical and ambiguous; and 
leads pious and even fenfible men to adopt un-
couth and vulgar forms of fpeech, employed by 
writers whofe ftyle is as low and barbarous as their 
intentions are upright and pious, and whofe prac-
tleal [reatifes on religion and morality have no-
thing recommendable but the zeal and fervour 
with which they are penned. Perfons of this 
warm and emh ufiafti cal turn fall with more faci-
lity than any other fet of men into the fufpicion 
of herefy, on account of the inaccuracy of their 
c:xpreffions. This many- doCtors found to be 
true, by a difagreeable experience, during the 
courfe of this century j but it was, in a more 
particular manner, the fate of STEPHEN PR,l£TO-

lIUS, minifter of Solzwedel, and of JOHN ARNDT, 

whofe piety and virtue have rendered his memory 
precious to the friends of true religion. PR,l£-

VOL. v. Z TORI1JS 
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c :v~, T. T01UUS had, fo, early ~s, the preceding century. 
hCT, H. compofed certain treanfes, ddigned to revive ~ 
PUT Jr. {pirit of vital religion, and awaken in the minds 

of men a zeal fi)r their future 'and eternal interefts. 
Thefe produCtions, which were frequently repub
li!bed during this century, were highly applauded 
by many, while, in the judgment of others, they 
abounded with exprefiions and fentiments, thit 
were partly falfe, and partly adapted by their am
biguity to lead men into error. It cannot be 
denied, that there are in the writings of PR~TO
R TUS fome improper and unguarded expreffions, 
that may too eafily deceive the ignorant and un
wary, as alia feveral marks of that credulity that 
borders upon weaknefs; but thofe who perufe his 
works with impartiality will be fully perfuaded of 
the up'rightne[~ of his intentions. 

The unfeigned piety and integrity of ARNDT 

could not fecure him from cenfure. His famous 
book concerning trlle Chrijiianity, which is !till 
perufed with the utmoft pleafure and edification 
by many perfons eminent for the fanCtity of their 
lives and manners, met with a warm and obfii
nate oppofition. OSIANDER, ROSTIus, and other 
doCl:ors, inveighed againll it with exceffive bit
ternel;;, pretended to find in it various defdts, 
and alleged, among other things, that its {lyle 
was infeEted with the jargon of the Parace!/ijlJ, 
Weigelians, and other M.yflico-chemical philofo
phers. It muft, indeed, be acknowledged, that 
this eminent man entertained a high difguft againfl: 
the philofophy that, in his time, reigned in the 
fehools i nor can it be denied, that he had a high, 
perhaps an exceffive, degree of refpeEt for th,e 
chemifts, and an ill-placed confidence ,in their 
obfeure decifions and pompous undertakings. 
This led him fometimes into converfation with 
thofe fantaftic philofophers, who, by the power 
and miniftry of fire, pretended to unfold both tbe 

JecrtU 
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fee rt" ts of nature and the myfieries of religion. c F. N T. 

But, notwithftanding this, he was declared ex- 1l~~Tvl~i. 
empe hom any errors of moment by a mulri- r.UT II. 
tmit- of grave and pious divines, among whom were 
ECARD, DILGER, BRELER, GERHARD, and DOR-

SCHiEUS; and in the ilfue the cenfllres and oppo-
lition of his adverfaries feemed rather to call: a 
new luftre on his reputation th<lll to cover him 
with reproach [y J. We may place in the c1afs, 
now under confideration, VALENTll"E \VEIGE-

LIt'S, a rninifter of the church of Z/(·(Ipa·vitt in 
M~/jlia; for though he aied in the precedlllg ccn-
ttlry, yet it was in this [har the grcJtdr part of 
his writings were pllbli{hed, and aiel) lTnfured as 
(rroneOus and of a dangerous tendellcy. The 
(lienee of chemill:ry, which at this time was mak-
ing fuch a rapid progrcf~ in Genn(//~v, proved alit) 
drrrill1ental to this eccldl:dlic; who, though in 
the l11;lin a man of probity and merit, neglttted' 
[he paths of right rca1em, and chou: rather to wan-
der in the devious wilds of a chimeriell philo-
fophy [zJ. 

XL. There were a fet of [ll1atics amon!?; the JlCoh l'oh· 

Lutllerans, who in the flights of their tntlll:'fialil1 ~';~":'~:1. 
far Ilnpalfed thole now mentioned, and who had 
Jiwh a high notion of their own abilities as to at-
tt'mjlt melting down the p:eft'nt form of religion, 
and caning a new fyftem of piety afcer a mudd 
drawn from their wanton and irregular fancies; 
it is with fome account of the principal of thefe 
fjliritual projeCtors that we !hall conclude rhe 

Lr) Sec ARNOLDI Hfl· E{'(/ej. el H~"elico, p. ii. lib. x\ii. 
cap. vi. p. 94o.-WEISMAN!'.'1 Hij1or. Em'tj: S,a. xvii. 
p. 1174. 1I89.-GonOF. BA LT H. ::)c H A R F; r S:lJplCIIlCntll,n 
Hljloria:, LiliJfjue Arndliana:. lI"iltem. 1727, in ::; '"0. 
. [~] There is an account of \V E I r. El.I U', more ample thai} 
Impartial, given by AR N OL D, /0(. (il. lib. xvii. C:lp. xvii. 
i· 1088. 
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hiftory of the Lutheran church during this cen. 
tury. 

At the head of this vifionary tribe we may place 
1ACOB BEHMEN, a taylor at C;orlitz, who was re
markable for the multitude of his patrons and ad
verfaries, and whom his admirers commonly call
ed the German rbeujophifl. This man had a na
tural propenfity towards the inveftigation of myf
teries, and was fond of abftrufe and intricate in
quiries of cv~ry kind; and h~ving) .partly by 
books and partly by converfatIOn with certain 
phyficians [a], acquired fome knowledge of the 
doctrine of ROBER T FLU 0 0 and the Rojicrujians, 
which was propagated in Germany with great 
oftentation dUling this century, he ftruck out of 
the dement of fire, by the fuccours of imagina
tion, a (pecit's of theology much more obfcure 
than the numbers of PYTHAGORAS, or the intrica
cies of HERACLITUS. Some have beftowed high 
praifes on this enthufiaft, on account of his piety, 
integrity, and t1ncere love of truth and virtue; 
and we fhall not pretend to contradiEl: thefe en
comiums. But fuch as carry their admiration of 
his doctrine fo far as to honour him with the cha
racter of an i1!JPired meJ1enger of heaven, or even of 
a judicious and wife philofopher, muft be them
[elves deceived and blinded in a very high de
gree;. for never did their reign fuch obfcurity and 
confufion in the writings of any mortal, as in the 
miferable productions of JACOB BEHMEN, which 
exhibit a motley mixture of chemical terms, crude 
vilions, and myftic jargon. Among other dreams 
of a difturbed and eccentric fancy, he entertain
ed the following chimerical notion ~ " That the 
U divine grace operates by the fame rules, and 
" follows the fame methods, that the divine pr()
" vidence obferves in the natural world i and 
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ClfAP. I. fie HISTGRYif tbt Lutheran CauRcfl. 3-4-,1 

fC th~tthe minds of men are pu~ from C E N 1". 
(( their vices and corruptions in the f.J.me way 5 XVUjr. 

" that metals are purified from their drofs j" p~~~. II. 
and this maxim was the principle of his fire- • 
theology. BEflMEN had a confiderable number 
of followers, in this century, the moit emi-
nent . of whom were JOHN LEWIS, GIFTT.HEJ L, 

JOHN ANGELUS, WERDENHAGEN, ABRAHAM 

f'RANCKENnERG, THEODORE TZETSCH, PAUl. 

FELGENHAVER, ~IRINUS KUHLMAN, JOHN 

JACOB ZIMME~MAN I and. he has f1:ill many vo
taries and admirers even 10 our times. There 
was, indeed, a fignal differe.nce between his fol
lowers; (ome of them retained, notwithftanciino
their attachment to his extravagant fyitem, a cer~ 
tain degree of moderation and good fenle; others 
of them feemed entirely out of their wits, and by 
their fi'enzy excited the compaffion of thofe who 
were the fpectators of their conduct; fuch were 
KUHLMAN and GICHTHIUS, the former of whom 
was burnt at Mrifcow in the 'year 1684; but, in
deed, it may be affirmed in general, that none of 
the difciples or followers of BEHMEN propagated 
his doctrine, or conducted themfelves, in fuch a 
manner as to do honour either to their mafter or 
to his caufe in the judgment of the wife [bJ. 

XLI. Another 

[h) It is needlers to mention the writers who employed their 
pens in /lemming the torrent of BE H M ~ N'S enthufiafm. The 
worb of this fanatic are in every body'. hands, anti the books 
that were compofed to refute them arc wel~ known, and to be 
found every where. All that has been alleged in his favour 
and defence has been carefully colleCted by ARNOLD. who is. 
generally {peaking, peculiarly eloquent in the praifcs of thore 
whom others treat with contempt. For an account of Ku H 1.

MAN. and his unhappy fate, fee the German work, entitled, 
V"j<h"ld, Nachrichl. 1\. 1748. . 

I::)' B.I! H MEN, however, had the good fortune to meet with. 
in our days. a warm ad,· ocate and an induftrious difciple in 
the late well-meaning, but gloomy and vinonary, Mr. WIL-
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XLI. Another clafs of per[ons, who deferve to 
be placed immediately after BEHMEN, were they 
whom a difordered brain perfuaded that they wer; 
prophets fent from above, and that they were 
divinely in~)irtJ with the power of foretelling fu
ture event';. 1\ conGderable number of thefe de
lirious f~m;ltic~ J.rofe during the courfe of this cen
tury; ilml mo.'e efpecially at that juncture when 
the !Joule of AuJlria was employed in maintainin17 
its power, in the empire, againft the united alt~ 
mies of 0'Wcdcn, France, and Germany. It is re' 
markable enough, that the tribe of pretended 
prophets and diviners is never more numerOllS than 
at thole critical and ftriking periods when great 
revolmions are expected, or fudden and heavy 
calaillities have happened, as fuch periods, and 
the f('(:nes they exhihit, inflame the imaginariol1 
of the fanatic, and may be tllrned to the profit of 
the impoltor. The molt eminent of the fim.:rical 
propht:ts now under confideration, were N Ie HO

LAS DRABICIUS, CHRISTOPHER KOTTER,CHRI

STINA PONIATOVIA, who found an eloquent d~
fender and patron in JOB N AMOS eOMUnO; I~(): 
to mention rOACHIM GREULICH, ANNr: \ LT

TER, l\1AR Y "FROELICH, GEORGE REICHAJW, am: 
feveral others, who audacioufly affumed the f;JDlt 

character. It is not neeel1ary to enter into ;l n~orc 
cireumllantial dttail of the hiftory of this \'illol1-
ary tribe, finee none of them arofe to fueh a de
gree of reputation and conf..:que:1ce, as to OC(;\

{ion any conlJderable tumults by tht:ir predictions. 
It is fufficient to have obferved in general, that, 
even in thi.s century, there were among the Lu
therans certain crazy fallatics, who, under tbe 

UAM LAW, who was, for many years, prep:uing a newedi
tion and tranfi:uion of BE H MEN'S works, which he left behilld 
him ready for the prefs, and wllicb have been publilhed in two 
vols .• '0, finc.: his deccafc. N. 
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