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count is net exaggerated, we have the tefrimony of no lefs all 
author than Erafmus, who mentions it as a common oecur
I'enee: "Eos ufque ad pallorem, ufq,ue ad convitia, ufque ad 
" fputa, nonnunquam et ufque ad puguos mvicem digladiari, 
" alios ut Nominales, alios ut Reales, loqui *." 

THE difpute to which the foregoing obfervations relate, 
although, for fome time after the Reformation, interrupted by 
theological difquifitions, has been fince oceafionally revived by 

different writers; and, fingular as it may appear, it has not 
yet been brought to a conclufion in which all parties are agreed. 
The names, indeed, of Nominalifi's and Realifts exift no longer; 
but the point in difpute between thefe two celebrated feCls, 
coincides precifely with a queftion which has been agitated in 
OUt' own times, and which has led to one of the moft beautiful 
(peculations of modern philofophy. 

OF the advocates who have appeared for the doChine of the 
Nominalifts, finee the revival of letters, the moft difringuiilied 
are, Hobbes, Berkeley, and Hume. The former has, in 
vanou& parts of his 'Works, reprobated the hypothefls of the 
Realifts; and has fiated the opinions of their antagonifis 

'" The Nominalifis procured the death of John Hufs, who was a :tte..lill:; 
and in their letter to Lewis King of France, do 1I0t pretend to deny thar-he fell 

a viaim to the refcl'ltment of their fea The Realifis, QI1 the other hand, 
obt.ained, in the year 1479) the condemnation of John de Wefalia, who wu 
tattadied to the rarty of the Nominalills. Thefe contending {cas carried their 
fury fo far as to charge each other with" the fin againil: the Holy Ghoil:." 

M05HEII\,', Ecclefiaftical !pllory. 

with 
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with that aeutenefs, fimplicity, and precifion, which difHnguilh 
all his writings *. The fecond, confidering (and, in my opi
nion, juflly) the doCl:rines of the antients concerning univerfals, 
in fupport of which fo much ingenuity had been employed by 
the Realifis, as the great fouree 01 myftery and error in the 
abfiraCl: fdences, was at pains to overthrow it complctely, 
by fome very ingenious and original [peculations of his own. 
Mr. Hume's t view of the fubjeCl:, as he himfelf acknowledges, 

does 

.. " The univerf.llity of ODe name to many thingq, hath been the caure that 
« men think the things themfelves are univerfal; and fa ferioufly contend, tlwt 
" befides Peter and John, and all tht: rell: of the men that are, have been, or 
" 1l13ll be, in the world, there i. yt:t fomething elfe, that we call Man, viz. 
" Man in general; deceiving thcmfdves, by t,\king tlte univerf,ll, or gener,tl 
" appell,ltion, for the thing it ligniflcth: For if one {hould defire the painter to 
U make him the piuure of a man, which is ,IS much as to f.lY, of a mati 
.. in general; he mc~neth no more, but that the pamter fht.uld chufc what 
.. man he pleafrth to draw, ",hieh muft needs be fome of them that are, or 
" have been, or may be; none of which are ulliverf,t1. But when he would 
" have him to draw the pit):ure of the king, or any particular perfon, he 
" limitedl the painter to that onc petfoa he chufeth. It is plain, therefore, 
" that there is nothing univerfal but names; which arc therefore called iude
" finite, becaufe we limit them not ourfeln:s, but lea~c tltem to be ~pplicd by 
" the hearer: whereas a lingular name is limited and reftrained to one of the 
" many things it [Ignifieth; as when we fay, this man, pointing to him, or 
" giving him his Foper name, or by fome fueh other way." 

HOBBES'S Tripes, chap. v. § 6. 

t " A very material queftion has been ftarted concerning abftraCl or general 
" ideas: Whether they be general or particular ill tho mind's con~eption of 
<I them? A great philofopher has difputed the received opinion in this particu
A. latl and has aIT~rtC'd, that all general ideas are nothing but particul.tr ones 
" annext;li to a eertain term, which gives them a more extenfive fignification, 
" lilnll makes dle'lll rccal, upon occ;won, other individuals, which arc Jilnilar 

Bb "~ 

18S 

C HAP. 
IV.. 

"-v--' 



1'9 ELEMENTS Or' TIrE PHILOSOPHY 

C HAP. does not differ materially from thAt of Berkeley; whom, by 
~ the way, he [eerns to have regarded as the author of an opinion,. 

of which he was only an ex.politor and defender; and which, 
finee the days of Rofcelinus and Abelarc.l, has been familiarly 

known in all the univerfitie§ of Europe *. 

NOTWITHSTANDING, however, the great merit of thefe 
writers, in defending anc.l ilIuftrating the fyftern of the Nomi
nalifta, none of them feem to me to have been fully aWare of 

the iU1portanl confcquCll\;Cll to whieh it leads. The Abbe de 
Condillac was, I believe, the firft (if we ex.cept, perhaps, 

Leibnitz) who perceived that, if this fyfiem be true, a talent 

for reafoning mull: conlifi, in a great meafure, in a fkilful ufc 
of language as an inll:rument of thought. The moll: valuable 
of his remarks on this fubjeCli are contained in a treatife Dc 

co to them. As I look upon this to be one of the greatell and moll valuahl~ 
tr difcoveries that have been made of late years in the republic of letters, I !ball 
.. here endeavour to confirm it by fome arguments, which, I hope, will put It 

.. bey"nd all doubt and controverfy." 
Treatife of Human Nature, book i. part i. feEL 7. 

• Leibnitz. too, has declared himfel£ a partifan of this fdl, in a dif
fertation " De Stilo Philofophico Marii Nizolii." This Nizolius publi!bed 
a book at Parma, in the year 1553, entitled, (f De Veris Principiis et 
ft vera Ratione PhiioCophandi in in which he oppoCed feveral of the doCl:rincs 
of Ariltotle, plirticulllrly hiB opinion concerning univerfals. An edition of this 
work, with a Preface and Notes. wu publifhed by Leibnitz at Franckfort, in the 
'year 1670' The Preface and Notes are to be found in the fourth volume of his 
works, by Dutene. (Geneva, 1768.) I have inferted a fu~rt extraCt from the 
{onnerJ ill Note (I). at the end of the volume. 

5 fAr, 
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l' Art de Penfi,., which forms the fourth volume of his" Cours C H A r. 
'" d'Etude." IV. 

'--'-

DR. CAMPBELL, too, in his Philofophy of Rhetoric, has 

founded, on the principles of Berkeley and Hume, a very 
curious and interefting fpeculation, of which I lhall have occa

lion afterwards to take notice. 

THE explanation which, the dodrines of thefe w1'iters 

afford, of the procefs of the mind in general reaioning, is 
fo fimpIe, and at the fame time, in my apprehenfion, fo fa

tisfaaory, that, lawn, it is with fome degree of furprife 

I have read the attempts which have lately been made to revive 
the fyftem of the Realifts. One of the ableft of thefe attempts 

is by Dr. Price; who, in his very valuable Treatife on Morals, 

has not only employed his ingenuity in fupport of fame of the 
old tenets of the Platonic fchool, but has even gone fa far as to 
follow Plato's example, in conneCting this fpeculation about 
univerfals, with the fublime queftions of natural theology. 
The obfervatiollS which he has offered ill lupport of thefe opi
nions, I have repeatedly perufed with all the attention in my 
power; but without being able to enter into his views, or even 
to comprehend fully his meaning. Indeed, I mull: acknow
ledge, that it appears to me to afford no ilight prefumption 
againft the principles on which he proceeds, when I obferve, 
that an author, remarkabl{', on mefi: occafions, for precifion of 
ideas, and for perfpicuity of ftyle, never fails to lofe him

felf i~ obfcl.lrity and myftery, when he enters on thefe dif
(}uifitioll6. 

Bb2 
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DR. PRICe'S reafonings in proof of the exiftence of univer ... 
fals, are the more curious, as he acquiefces in fome of Dr. 

Reiu's conclufions with refpeCl: to the ideal theory of percep

tion. That there are in the mind, images or refernblances of 
things external, he grants to be impoHlble; but fiil! he feerns 

to fuppofe, that, in every exertion of thought, there is flme
Jhing immediately prc(ent to the mind, which is the object 
of its attention. "\Vhen abHraCl truth is contemplated, is 
" not" ([.'ys hc) "the very object itfelf prefent to the mind? 
" When millions of intelleCl:s contemplate the equality of every 
" anglo of a fcmicirck Lv a right angle, have they not all the 
" famc object in view? Is this objeCt nothing? Or is it only an 
" image, or kind of lhadow? Thefe inquiries," he adds, " carry 

" our thoughts high *." 

" The whole paffagc is as follows: "The word idea is fomctimes ufed to 

U lignify the immcdiJte objeCt of the mind in thinting, conlidcrcd as fome~ 

" thing in the mind, which rrprcfcl1t, the real objeCt, but is ditrcrent from it. 
" This fenfe of an ide,\ is dl!rived from the notion, that when we think of any 

" e:l.ternal txiitencc, there is fomething immediately prc[wt to thc mind, 
.. which it contemplatcs difliucl: flOm the objeCt itfdf, tholt being at a diftance. 

" But what is this? It is had language to call it an image ill the mind of the 

"ohjcd. Shall we fay then, that there is indt:ed no [uch thing? But would 
It not this be the fame a. to fay that, when the mind is employed i,n viewing 

" and examining any objeCt, whic!. is either not pre[cnt to it, or does not exifb, 
" it is employed in viewing and examining nothing, and therefore does not· then 
" think at all ? -When abftraCt truth is contcmplat~d. is ilot the very objea 
i. itfelf prcfetlt to the mind? When millions of illtcllech eon template the equa

.. lity of every angle in 1\ femicircle to a right angle, have they not ;ll the fame 
" objea ill view? Is this objeCl: nothNlg? Or is it guly an image or lund of 
.. ihadow l-Thefe inquiries Coirry our tllOughte high." 
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TH E difficulty which has appeared fo puzzling to this 1nl,l'- C Ii A 1'. 

nious writer, is, in truth, mOre apparent than real. In thc IV. 

caie of Perception, Imagination, and Memory, it has been 

already fully !hewn, that we have no rcaion to believe the ex-

iftencc of any thing in the mind dilHntt from the mind itfclf; 
and that, even upon the fuppolition that the fad were other-

wife, our intelleCtual operations "",ouId be jufl as inexplicable as 

they are at prefcnt. Why then fhould we fuppofe, that, in our 
general fpeculations, there mtlfl exifi in the mind fome objeCl: 
of its thoughts, when it appears that there is no evidence of 
the exifience of any fuch objeCt, even when the mind is em. 
ploycd about inc..lividuals ? 

STILL, howeycr, it may he urged, that, although, in fllch 
cafes, there fllould be no objcc1 of thought in the mind, there 
mufi e-.:ift fomething or other to which its attention is direCted. 

To this difficulty I have no anfwer to make, but by repeating 
the fatt which I have already endeavoured to eftabliili; that 

there are only two ways in which we can poffibly {peculate 

about clafl"es of objetl:s j the one, by means of a word or gene

ric term; the other, by means of one particular individual of 
the clafs which we confider as the reprefcntative of the refl; 
and that thefe two methods of carrying on our general fpe
culations, are at bottom fo much the {.1mc, as to authorife us 
to lay it do~n as a principle, that, without the ufe of figns, all 

our thoughts mui1: have related to individuals. When we rea

fan, therefore, concerning clafl"es or genera, the objects of our 
attent.ipn are merely figns j" or if, in any ini1:ance, the generic 

word 



ELEMENTS OF THE PHILOSOPHY 

C HAl'. word fuould recal fome individual, this circumftance is to be N. . 
~ regarded only as the confequence of an accidental a!fociation, 

which has rather a tendency to difturb, than to affift us in our 

reafoning. 

WHETHER it might not have been poffible for the Deity to 
have fa formed us, that we might have been capable of rea
foning concerning c1aJTes of objects, without the ufe of figns, 

I ihall not take upon me to determine. But this we may 
ventura tu affirm with confiJt:llce, that man is not fuch a 
being. And, indeed, even if he were, it would not therefore 

neceffarily follow, that there exifts any thing in a genus, 
diftina from the individuals of which it is compofed; for we 
know that the power which we have of thinking of particular 

objeas without the medium of figns, does not in the leaft de

pend on their exiftence or non-exiftence. 

IT would be vain, however, for us, in inqumes of this 
pature, to indulge ourfelves in fpeculating about poffibilitics. 
It is of more confequence to remark the advantages which we 
derive from our aaual conftitution; and which, in the prefent 
infrance, appear to me to be important and admirable: inaf
much as it fits mankind for an ea[y interchange of their intel
leCtual acquifitiollS; by impofing on them the neceffity of em
ployiOi, in their foIitary fpeculations, the fame inftrument of 

thou-gbt. which forms the eftabli1bed medium of their commu
J.Ji~os with each other. 

bl 
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IN the very flight :£ketch which I have given of the contro
verly between the Nominalifts and the Realifts about the exiil:
cnce of univerfals, I have taken no notice of an intermediate 
{ea: called Conceptualifis; whofe difHnguj(hing tenet is {aid to 
have been, that the mind has a power of forming general con
ceptions *. From the indiLHna:nefs and inaccuracy of their 
language on the fuhjea, it \ is not a very eafy matter to afcer
tain precilely what was their opinion on the point in quefiion; 
but, 011 the whole, I am indined to think, that it amounted to 
the two following propofitions: firft, that we have no reafon 
to believe the exiftence of any e{fences, or univerfal ideas, cor
l"efpondillg to general terms; and fecondly, that the mind has 
the power of reafoning concerning genera, or cla{fes of indi
viduals, without the mediatiolt of language. Indeed, I cannot 
think of any other hypotheGs which it is poffible to form <>n 
the fubjea., dillina from thofe of the two celebrated feas al- ' 
ready mentioned. llil denying the exiftence of univerfals, we 

• "Nominalea, dderta paulo Abelardi hypotheli, univerfdlia in nodonibus 
.. atque co.nccptibus mentis ex rebus lingularihus abftracHone formatis conliftere 
to ftatuebant, unde cQnceptuales dieti t'unt."-BROCKER, vol. iii. p. 90S. 
(Lipe. 1766.) 

" Nominalium tres erant hmilia:. Aliqui ut Rocelinus, urnverf.!lia meras 
~. eff'e voces docuerunt. Alii iterum in folo intelleClu pofuerunt, atque meros 
" animi conceptus eff'e autumarunt, quos conceptualea aliqui vacant, c:t a no
f< minalibus dilUnguunt, quanquam alii etiam confundant. Alii fuerunt, qui 
If univerfalia qua:Jhcrunt, non tam In IVocibu5, quam in fcrmonibus integris, 
.. quod Joh. SarHberienfis adfcnbit Pet. Abelardo; quo quid intelligat ille, 
" milii non f.!tl6 liqlOCt."--MoRHOF. Polyhiftor. Tom. Sec. lib. i. cap. xiii. 
§ 2. 

I have taken no notice of the laft clara of Nominalilts here mentioned; as I 
ind myfelf unable to comprehend their doarine. 

know 
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know that the Conceptualifts agreed with the Nominalins. In 
what, tben, can we fuppofe that they differed from them, but· 
about the neceffity of language as an inftrument of thought, in 
carrying on our general fpeculations ? 

WITH this fea of Conceptualins, Dr. Reid is difpofed to 
rank Mr. Locke; and I agree with him fo far a& to think, that, 
if Locke had any decided opinion on the point in difpute, it did 
not differ materially from what I have endeavoured to exprefs 
in the two general propofitions which I have juft now flated. 
The app:irent incollfiftencies which occur in thelt part of his 
Elfay in which the queftion is difculfed, have led fubfequent 
authors to reprefent his ft'ntiments in different lights; but as thefe 
inconfiftencies plainly fuew, that he was neither fatisfied with the 
fyftem of the Realifts, nor with that of t~e Nominalifts; they 

appear to me to demonftrate that he leaned to the intermediate 
hypothefis already mentioned, notwithftanding the inaccurate 

and paradoxical manner in which he has expreffed it *. 

M.-\. Y I take the liberty of adding, thAt Dr. Reid's own opinioN. 
feems to me alfo to coincide nearly with fhat of the Conceptual
His; or, at leaft, to coincide 'With the two propofitions which I 
bave already fl.lppo(ed to contain a fummary of their doch~ne? 
The abfurdlty of the anticlit opinion concerning,unifetfal$, U 

maintained both by Plato aad Ariftotle, he hat ltxpofed by the 
elearei and moft decifive a<rgument8; \ not to mendon, that, by 
his' own very onginal and impottant (peculations concerning 
tbe~ideat theory, he has completely defiroyed that natura! pre-

• See Note (KJ. 
judice 
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judice from which the whole fynem of univerfal ideas gradun.lly 
took rife. If, even in the cafe of individuals, we have no rca. 
fon to believe the exiftence of any objeCl of thought in the 
mind, diftinCt from the mind itfelf, we are at once relieved 
from all the -difficulties in which philofophers have involved 
themfe1ves, by attempting to explain, in confiftcncy with that 
antient hypothefis, the procefs of the mind in its general [pe
culations. 

ON the other hand, it is no lefs clear, from Dr. Reid's criti
cifms on Berkeley and Hume, that his opiuion does not coincide 
with that of the Nominalifts; and that the power which the 
mind poffdfes of reafoning concerning claffes of objeCts, ap
pears to him to imply fome faculty, of which no notice is taken 
in the fyftems of thefe philofophers. 

TUE long experience I have had of the candour of this ex
cellent author, encourages me to add, that, in flating his opi
nion on the fubjeCt of univerfals, he has not expreffed himfelf 
in a manner fo completely fatisfaClory to my mind, as on moil: 
other occafions. That language is not an effential inftrument 
of thought in our general reafonings, he has no where pofitive1y 
afferted. At the fame time, as he has not affirmed the contrary, 
and as he has declared himfclf difratisfied with the doctrines of 
Berkeley and Hume, his readers are naturally led to conclude, 
that this is his real opinion on the fubject. His filence on this 
point is the more to be regretted, aa it is the only point about 
whid~ there can be any reafonable controverfy among thofe who 
allow his refutation of the ideal hypothefis to be fatisfaCtory. 

C , In 

193 

C HAP. 
IV. 



'94 

C HAP. 
IV. 

y -.J 

ELEMENTS OF THE PHILOSOPHY 

In confequence of that refutation, the whole difpute betw,eR 

the Realifts and the Conceptualifts falls at once to the ground; 
but the difpute between the Conceptualifts and the Nominalifts 

(which involves the great queftion concerning the ufe of figns 
in general fpeculation) remains on the fame footing as before. 

IN order to juftify his own expreffions concerning univerfals; 
and ill oppofition to the language of Berkeley and Hume, Dr. 

Reid is at pains to illuftrate a diftinCtion between conception 
and imagination, wliich, hI" thinks, has not been fufficiently 
attended to by philofophers. "An univerfal," fays he, " is 
" not an objec.1: of any external fenfe, and therefore cannot be 
" imagined; but it may be diftinCtly conceived. When Mr • 
• , Pope fays, " The proper ftudy of mankind is man ;" I COD

" ceive his meaning diftinCtly; although I neither imagine a 
" black or a white, a crooked or a ilraight man. I can con
ce ceive a thing that is impoffible; but I cannot diftinc\:ly ima

" gine a thing that is impoffible. J can conceive a propofition 

" or a demonftration, but I cannot imagine either. I can con
" ceive underftanding and will, virtue and vice, and other 
" attributes of the mind; but I cannot imagine them. In like 

" manner, I can diftinaIy conceive univerfals j but I cannot 
U imagine them *, .. 

IT appears from this patrage, that, by conceiving univerfals, 
Dr. Reid means nothing more, than underftanding the meaning 
of pr-opofitions inv.olving general terins. But the obfervatioos. 
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he has made (admitting them in their full extent) do not 

in the leaft affet\: the queftion about the neceffity ot iigm, 
to enable us to fpeculate about fuch propofitions. The vague 
ufe which metaphyfical writers have made of the word concep
lion, (of which I had occafion to take notice in a former chap
ter,) has contributed in part to embarrafs this fubjecl:. That 
we cannot conceive univerfals in a way at aU analogous to that 
ill which we conceive an abfent objet\: of fenfe, is granted on 
both fides. Why then iliould we employ the fame word con
cepti(l1I, to exprelS two operations of the mind which are 
effentially different? \Vhen we fpeak of conceiving or under
!tanding a general propofition, we mean nothing more than 
that we have a conviction, (founded on our previous ufe of 
the words in which it is expreifed,) that we have it in our 
power, at pleafure, to fubfHtute, inftead of the general terms, 
fome one of the individuals comprehended under them. When 
we hear a propofition announced, of which the terms are not 
familiar to us; we naturally detire to have it exemplified, or 
illuftrated, by means of fame particular inftance j and when 
we are once fatisfied by fuch an application, that we have the 
interpretation of the propofition at all times in our power, we 
make no fcruple to fay, that we conceive or underftand its 
meaning j although we iliould not extend our views beyond 
the words in which it is announced~ or even although no part i
oCular exemplification of it ihould occur to us at the moment. 
It is in this fenfe .only, that the terms of any general propofition 
can poffibly be underftood; and therefore Dr. Reid's argument 
.does not, in the leaft, invalidate the dodrine of the Nominalin., 
.that; without the ufe of language, (under which term I com.-

C C 2 prehenq 
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C HAP. prehend every fpecies of figns,) we fhould never have been able to 

,~. extend our fpeculations beyond individuals. 

THAT, in many cafes, we may fafely employ in our reafon
ings, general terms, the meaning of which we are not even able 
to interpret in this way, and confequently, which are to us 
wholly infignificant, I had occafion already to demonftrate, in a 
former part of this feajon. 

SEC T ION IV. 

Continuation of the fame SubjeEl.-lnferenm with rejpeEi to the 

Ufo of Language as IJn InjJrument of 'Iho~ghl, and the Errors 
in Recfoning to whicb it occqJionally gives rife. 

I N the laft St:cHon, I mentioned Dr. Campbell, as an inge-
nious defender of the fyfiem of the Nominalifts; and I 

alluded to a particular application which he has made of their 
doc9:rine. The reaeonings which I had then in view, are to be 
found in the feventh chapter of the fecond book of his Philo
fophy of Rbetorick; in which chapter he prepofes 1.0 explain 
how it happens, " that nonfenfe fa often efcapes being detec9:ed, 
Ie both by the writer and the reader." The title is fomewhat 
ludicrous in a grave phUofophical work; but the difquifition 
to which it is prefixed, contains many acute and profouDd re-

marb 
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marks on the nature and power of ligns, both as a medium of C HAP. 
. . . ft IV. commUnICatIOn, and as an In rument of thought. • • . 

DR. CAMPBELL'S fpeculations with refpeCl to language as an 
infrrument of thought, feem to have been fuggefred by the fol
lowing paifage in Mr. Hume's Treatife of Human Nature. "I be. 
" lieve, every one who examines the fituation of his mind in rea
" foning, will agree with me, that we do not annex difiind: and 
" complete ideas to every term we make ufe of; and that in 
" talking of Government, Church, Negotiation, Conqueft, we 
" feldom fpread out in our minds all the fimple ideas of which 
" thefe complex ones are compofed. It is, however, ohferv
" able, that, notwithftanding this imperfeCtion, we may avoid 
" talking nonfenfe on thefe fubjeCts; and may perceive any 
" repugnance among the ideas, as well as if we had a full 
" comprehenfion of them. Thus if, infread of faying, that, in 
" war, the weaker have always recourfe to negotiation, we 
" ihoulJ fay, that they have always recourfe to conqueft; the 
" cuflom which we have acquired, of attributing certain rela
" tions to ideas, frill follows the words, and makes us immedi
U ately perceive the abfurdity of that propoiition." 

IN the remarks which Dr. C...ampbell has made on this paf
Cage, he has endeavoured to explain in what manner our habits 
of thinking and fpeaking, gradually eftablHh in t~e mind fuch 
relations among the words we employ, as enable us to carryon 
proceffes or'reafoning by means of them, without attending in 
every infrance to their particular fignificatiofl. With moft of his 
remarks on this fubjea: I perfectly agree; but the ilIultrations he 

gives. 
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C HAP. gives of them, are of too great extent to b~ introduced here; 
IV. 

'-'""v"'-J and I would not willi to run the riik of impairing their perf pi-
cuity, by attempting to abridge them. I mufi therefore refer 

fuch of my readers as willi to profecllte the fpeculation, to his 
very ingenious and philofophical treatife. 

" IN confequence of thefe circumfiances," (fays Dr. Camp
" bell,) " it happens that, in matters which are perfeCtly fa
" miliar to us, we are able to reafon by means of words, 
" with9ut examining, in every infiance, their fignification. 
" Almofi all the pollible applications of the terms (in other 
" words, all the acquired relations of the figns) have become 
" cufiomary to us. The confequence is, t~at an unufual appli
" cation of any term is infiantly detected; this detection breeds 
" doubt, and this doubt occaGons an immediate recourfe to ideas. 
" The recourfe of the mind, when in any degree puzzled with 
" the figns, to the knowledge it has of the things fignified, is 
" natural, and on fuch fubjects perfeClly eafy. And of this re
" courfe the difcovt:ry of the meaning, or of the unmeaningnefs 
" of what is faid, is the immediate effect. But in mattcrs that 
" are by no means familiar, or are treated in an uncommon 
" manner, and in fuch as are of an abfirufe and intricate nature, 
" the cafe is widely different." The infiances in which we are 
chiefly liable to be impofed on by words without meaning are, 
(according to Dr. Campbell,) the three following: 

FIRST, Where there is an exuberance of-metaphor. 

SECONDLY, 
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SECONDLY, When the terms moA: frequently occurring, 

denote things which are of a complicated nature, and to whi.ch 

the mind is not fufficiently familiarifed. Such are the words, 
Government, Church, State, Cooftitution, Polity, Power, 
Commerce, Legifiature, Jurifdiaion, Proportion, Symmetry, 
Elegance. 

TUIRDL Y, When the terms employed are very abftract, and 

confequently of very extenfive fignification '*. For an illuftra

tion of thefe remarks, I mun. refer the reader to the ingenious 
work: which I juA: now quoted. 

To the obfervations of thefe eminent writers, I £hall take the 
liberty of adding, that we are doubly liable to the miftakes they 
mention, when we make ufe of a language which is not per

fecUy familiar to us. Nothing, indeed, I apprehend, can 1hew 
more clear! y the ufe we make of words in reafoning than this, 
that an obfervation which, when exprelfed in our own lan
guage, {eems trite 01" frivolous, often acquires the appearance 
of depth and originality, by being tranflated into another. 

• " The more general any word is in its fignification, it is the more lia1>le 
" to be abufed by an improper or unmeaning application. A very general term 
" is applicable alike to a multitude of dilferent individuals, a particular term is 
.. applicable but to a few. When th~ rightful applications of a word are ex
U tremely numerous, they cannot all be fo ftrongly fixed by habit, but that, 

cc for greater fecurity, we mull: perpetually recur in our minds from the fign to 

.. the notion we have of the thing lignified; and for the rearon aforementioned, 
" it is in ruch inftances difficult precifely to afcertain this notion. Thus the lati-

4f tude of a word, though different from its ambiguity, hath often a limilar' 

.. c:ft"ea."--Philofophyof Rhetoric, vol. ii. p. 1:l.2. 

For 
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For my own part, at leaft, I am confcious of having been fre
qtlently led, in this way, to form an exaggerated idea of the 
merits of antient and of foreign authors; and it has happened 
to me more than once, that a fentence, which feemed at firft 
to contain fomething highly ingenious and profound, when 
tranfiated into words familiar to me, appeared obvioufly to be a 
trite or a nugatory propofition. 

THE effeCt produced by an artificial and inverted fiyle in 
our own language, is fimilar to what we experience when we 
read a' ~ompufition ill a foreIgn one. The eye is too much 
dazzled to fee difiinCtly. "AJiud fiyli genus," (fays Bacon,) 
" totum in eo eft, ut verba fint aculeata, fententi:r. concif:r, 
" oratio denique potius verfa quam [ufa, quo fit, ut omnia, 
" per hujufmodi artificium, magis ingeniofa videantur quam re 
" vera fint. Tale invenitur i.n Seneca effufius, in Tacito et 
" Plinio fecundo moderatius." 

THE deranged collocation of the words in Latin compofition, 
aids powerfully the impofition we have now been confidering, 
and renders that language an inconvenient medium of philofo
phi.cal communication; as well as an inconvenient infirument 
of accurate thought. Indeed, in all languages in which this 
latitude in the arrangement of words is admitted, the af'fo
ciations among words muft be loofer, than where one in
variable order is followed; and of co.nfequence, on the 
principles of Hume and Campbell, the miftakes which are 

committed in reafonings exprelrc:d in fuch languages, will uot 
be fo readily deteCl:ed. . 

THE 
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THE errors in reafoning, to which we are expored in confe

quence of the nfe of words as an inftrument of thought, will 
appear the lefs furprifing, when we confider that aU the 

languages \'Vhich have. hitherto exHl:ed in the world, have 

derived their origin from popular ufe; and that their appliea

tion to philofophical purpofes, was altogether out of the view of 
thofe men who firfi employed them. Whether it might not be 

pollible to invent a language, which would at once facilitate 

philofophical communication, and form a more convenient 

inftrument of reafoning and of invention, than thofc we 

pofTefs at prefent, is a queftion of very difficult difcuffion; and 
upon which I fhall not prefume to offer an opinion. TIle 

failure of Wilkins's very ingenious attempt towards a real cha

raCter, and a philofophical language, is not perhaps decifive 

againft fuch a projeCt; for, not to mention fome radical defees 

in hill plan, the views of that very eminent philofopher do 110t 

feem to have extended much farther than to promote and extend 

the literary intercourfe among different nations. Leibnitz, fo far 

as I know, is the only author who has hitherto conceived the 

poffibility of aiding the powers of invention and of reafoning, 

by the ufe of a more convenient inftrument of thought; but he 

has no, where explained his ideas on this very interefting fub

jea:. It is only from a converfation of his with Mr. Boyle and 
Mr. Old.enbllrgh, when he was in England in 1673, and from 

fome imperfect hints in different parts of his works *, that we 
find it had engaged his attention. In the courfe of this conver

fation he obferved, that Wilkins had miftaken the true end of 

• See Note [I.]. 

Dd a real 

201 

C H A r. 
IV. 



C HAP. 
IV. 

ELEMENTS OF THE PHILOSOPHY 

a real charaCter, which was not merely to enable different na
tions to correfpond eafily together, but to affift the reafon, the 
invention, and the memory. In his writings, too, he fome
where fpeaks of an alphabet of human thoughts, which he 
had been employed in forming, and which, probably, (as Fon
tenelle has remarked,) had fome relation to his univerfal 

language *. 

THE new nomenclature which has been introduced into 
chymifiry, feems to me to furniih a ftriking illuftration of the 
effeCt of applopriated anJ well-defined expreffions, in aiding 
the intelIeClual powers; and the period is probably not far 
diftant, wh.en fimilar innovations will be attempted in fome of 
the other fdences. 

;; " M. I.eibnitz avoit consu Ie projet d'une langue philofophique et univer
II felle. Wilkins EVCque de Chefter, et Dalgarno y avoient travaille; mais des 
c.c I.e terns qu'iJ etoit en Angleterre, il avoit dlt 11 Mcffieurs Boyle et d' Olden
.. bourg qU'11 ne croyoit pas que ces grands hommes eufi'cnt encore frappe au 
II but. lIs pouvoient bien faire que des nations qui ne ;'cntendoient pas eufi'ent 

" aifement commerce, mais Irs n'avoient pas attrappe les veritables caracteres 
II reels, qui etoiel'lt I'inftrument Ie plus fin dont I'efpnt humain fe put ft"Tvir, et 

.. qui devoient exu"emement faciliter et Ie raifonncment~ et la memo ire, et 

" I'invention des chofes. lis devoient refi'embler, autant qu'il etoit po/Iible, aux 
" caracteres d'algebre, qUI en effet font !tes limples, ct tres expre/Iifs, qui n'ont 
.. jamais ni fuperlluite, ni equho'oque, et dont toutes les varietes foot raifonniea. 
.. II a parle en quelque endroit, d'un alphabet des pc:nfees humaine~ qu'il me
"ditoit. ScIon toutcs les apparencc8J eet alphabet av()it rapport a fa langliC: 
" univerfeJle." E/o(t 6, M. WBNITZ F M. tU FONT£NELLi;. 
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sEC T ION v. 

Of Ib( Purpofls 10 which the PoWers of AlflraElion allil 
Generalflalio1l are fubfirvitllt. 

I T has been already {hewn, that, without the u[e m figns, all 
our knowledge muft neceffarily have been limited to indivi

duals, and that we fhould have been perfectly incapable both of 
c1affification and general reafoning. Some authors have main· 

tained, that without the power of generalifatioll, (which I have 
endeavoured to {hew, means nothing more than the capacity of 
employing general terms,) it would have been impoffibIe for us to 

have carried on any [pecies of reafoning whatever. But I 
cannot help thinking that this opinion is erroneous; or, at 
leaft, that it is very imperfectly ftated. The truth is, it appears 
to me to be juft in one fenfe of the word reqflning, but faIfe in 
another; and I eveq furpea it is falfe in that fenfe of the word 
in which it is moll: commonly employed. Befort', therefor~, it 
is laid down as a general propofition, the meaning we are to 
annex to this very vague and ambiguous term, fhould be 
afcert~ined with precifion. 

D d :1 
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I T has been remarked by feveral writers, that the expetl:ation 
which we feel of the continuance of the laws of nature, is not 
founded upon reafoning; ~nd different theories have of late 
been proPQfed to account for its origin. Mr. Hume refolves it 
into the affociation of ideas. Dr. Reid, on the other hand, 
maintains, that it is an original principle of our conftitution, 
which does not admit of any explanation; , and which, there
fore, is to be ranked among thofe general and ultimate fa as, 
beyond which philofophy is unable to proceed *. Without 

• In inquiries of this naturl", fo far rcnw\'ed frum the common courre of 
literary purfuits, it always gives me pleafure to remark a coincidence of opinion 
.... m\}ng difi"erent 'jIhil<l(Q'jIhct'i.; i\atticulatly ,.mo~ meu of otiginal gct'.iu'i., an<!. 
who have been educated in different phih)fophical fyftems. The followiDI: 
paifage, in whic~ M. de Condorcet gives an account of fome of the meta
phyucal opinions of the late Mr. Turgot, apvroachcs very nearly to Dr. Reid's 
dotttines. 

" La memoire de nos (enCations, et la f<lculte que nous avons de refiechir 
" fur ces (enCations pairees ct de les combiner, font Ie feu! principe de nos con
"noilTances. La fuppolition qu'il exilie des loix conflantes auxquellc:. tous les 
" phenomenes obferves font aifujettis de maniere a reparoitre dans tous les temps, 
" dans touteB les rirconil:anccs, tels qu'ils font determines par ces loix, eft Ie 
.. feul fondement de la certitude de ces connoiifances. 

" Nous avons la confcience d'avoir obfc:rvc cette conftance, et un fentiment 
.. iJlvoiontaire nous force de croire qu'elle continuera de fubfiftcr. La probabi
.. lite qui en rcrulte, quelque grande qu'elle foit, n'eft pas une certitude. 
" Aucune relation neceifaire ne lie pour nou> Ie paITe a I'avenir, ni la conft:ance 
U de ce que j'ai vu a celie de ce que j'auroi. continlft! d'obCerver Ii j'etois refte 
" dans des circonftances femblables; mais I' imprellion qui me porte a regarder 
.. comme exiftant, comme reel ce qV,i m'a ptefente ce caraC\ere de conftance. 

" eft irreuftible."- Yilill TIJ1GOT. panic ii. p. s6. 
cc Q.,uand un Fran~ois ct un Anglois pellCcnt de: AlCme, (fays Voltaire.) il 

.. hut Wea qa'ils aic:nt raiCon." 
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thia principle of expectation, it would be impoffible (or us to 
accommodate our condud to the eftablilhed cour[e of nature ; 
and, accordingly, we find that it is a principle coeval with aUf 

very exifience; and, in fame meafure, common to man with 
she lower animals. 

I T is an obvious confequence of this dochine, that, although 
philofophers be accufiomed to fiate what are commonly called 

the laws of nature, in the form of general propofitions, it is by 
no means neceffary for the praCl:ical purpores of life, that we 
fhould exprefa them in this manner; or even that we 1hould 

exprefs them in words at all. The philofopher, for example, 
may fiate it as a law of Nature, that "fire fcorches;" or that 
" heavy bodies, when unfupported, fall downwards:" but, 

long before the ufe of artificial figns, and even before the dawn 
of reafon, a child learns to aCl upon both of thefe fuppofitions. 

In doing fo, it is influenced merely by the infiinCl:ive principle 
which has now been mentioned, direCled in its operation (as is 
the cafe with many other inftinCls) by the experience of the 
individual. If man, therefore, had been deftined for no other 
purpofes, than to acquire fuch an acquaintance with the courfe 
of nature, as is neceiTary for the prefervation of his animal 
exiftence; he might have fulfilled all the ends of his being 

without the ufe of language. 

As we are enabled, by our inftinaive anticipation of phyfical 
neall, to accommodate our condu!t to what we forefee is to 

happen, fo we are enabled, in many cafes, to increafe our 
2 power, 

&0$ 
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power, by employing phyfical caufes as inftruments for the 
accomplilhment of our purpofes; nay, we can employ a ferie. 
of fuch cauCes, Co itS to accomplifh very remote effeCts. We 
(an employ the agency of air, to increafe the heat of a furnace; 
the furnace, to render iron malleable; and the iron to all the 
various purpofes of the mechanical ,uts. Now, it appears to me, 
that all this may be conceived and done without the aid of lan
guage: and yet, aff'uredly, to difcover a feries of means fub
fervicnt to a particular end; or, in other words, an effort of 
mechan.ical invention; implies, according to the common doc
trines of philofophers. the exercilc of our reafoning powers. In 
this fenfe, therefore, of the word reafoning, I am inclined to 
think, that it is not effentially conneCl:ed with the faculty of 
genera1iCation, or with the ufe of figns. 

IT is fome confirmation of this conclufion, that favages, whofe 
minds are almoft wholly occupied with particulars, and who 

have neither inclination nor capacity for general fpeculation!!, 
are yet occafionally obferved to employ a long train of meallS 
for accomplilhing a particular purpo[e. Even fomething of this 
kind, but in a very inferior degree, may, I think, be remarked 
in the other animals; and that they do not carry it farther, is 

probably 110t the effect of their want of generalifation, but of 
the imperfeCtion ~of fome of thofe faculties which are com
mon to them with our fpecies; particularly of their powers of 
attention and recolleCtion. The infiances which are commonly 
produced, to prove that they are not deftitute of the power of 
reafonil'lg, are all e~amples of that fpecies of ccntrivance which 
has been mentioned; and are perfeCtly diftinCt from thofe in-

telleCtual 
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WHE'rH~R that particular fpedes of mechanical contrivance 

which has now been mentioned, and which confifts. merely in 
employing a [eries of phyfical caufes to accompliih an effea: 

One of the bell .lttelled infianccs which I h.lVe met with, of fagacity in the 
lower animals, 18 mentioned by M. Bailly, In his Lettre fur lei AmrnaulIC, ad. 
drefred to M. Le Roy. 

" Un rle mes amis, homme d'efpnt et digne de confiance, m'a raconte deux 
" falt5 dont il a ete temoin. 11 avolt un finge tres IIItelhgent; II s'amufolt a. 
" lUI donner des nOlx dont I' aIllmal etOit tre. fn.lI1d; m,IlS Illes pla<;OIt afrez 
" loin, pour que retenu par f.1 chaine, Ie fingc ne put pas les atteindre: apres 
" bien des effort> muttles qUI ne fervent qu':\ pre parer l'inventlon. Ie finge, 
" voyant palfer lin domell:tqlJe portant tlne ferviette fOlls Ie braq, fe fallit de cette 
" fervlettc, ct s'en fervlt pour .tttculthe ::. 13 no». et I'amener jufqu' 11 lui. La 
" malllere dl: calfer la nOlX e'>lge.1 unL nouvelle IllvcntlOn; il en vint 11 bout, 
" en pla<;ant 1.1 nOlx a terre, en y IJlfJnt tomber de haut une pierre Oil un 
" callJou pOllr la hnfer. Vous voye?, Monfieur, que fans aVOIr connu, comn'le 
.. Galilee. les 100X de la chute des corp~, Ie finge avolt blell remarque la force que 
" ces corps acqUlerent par la chute. Ce moyen cepenclant fe trouva en decolut • 
.. Un jour qu'd aVOIt plu, ld terre ctOit moU", la nOlx enfon~olt, ct la pierre 
.. u'avolt plus d'aClioll pour la bnfer. ~e fit k linge? II alia cherch.:r un 
" twleau, PJ.lIia la nOlx deff'u" et ell IdlJT.ll1t tomber Ia pierre II bufa la nOlle 

.. qui n'enfon'iOlt plus."--D!fcotlr.r et ]J,[emotl tS par r AuteJJr de I'H!Jlotr'e de 
J'AjlroIIQmte. A Pana. 1790, tome Ii. p. u6. 

Admitting thefe {.laS to be accurate! y Rated, they {hl! leave an elfential dlf~ 
.incHon be\ween man and brutes; for in Done of the contnvances here men
tioned. is there any thmg analogous to thofe IIltelJeCtual procefies which lea,l 
the mind to general conclufions. and which (according to the foregoing doCtrine) 
imply the ufe of general terms. 'Thofe powers, therefore, wl'iich enable us to 
daffify objeCh, and to employ ligna as an inftrument of thought, are, as far JS .e ~aniudge, ECl:uliu to the: human fl?e,ie" 

I ... r- • 
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which we cannot produce immediately, fu6Ul.d or fuould not be 
dignified with the name of reafoning, I {hall not now inquire. h 
is fufficicnt for my prefent purpofe to remark, that it is e{fen
tiaUy different from thofe intellectual proceffes to which the ufe 
of figns is indifpenfably nece1fary. At the fame time, I am 
ready to acknowledge, that what I have now faid, is not ftrialy 
applicable to thofe more complicated mechanical inventions, in 
which a variety of powers are made to confpire at once to pro
duce a particular effeCl:. Such contrivances, perhaps, may be 
found to involve proceffes of the mind which cannot be carried 
on without figns. But theft: queftions will fall more properly 
under our confideration when we euter on the fubjeCl: of 
reafoning. 

IN general, it may be remarked, that, in fo far as our 
thoughts relate merely to individual ohjeCl:s, or to individual 
events, which we have actually perceived, and of which we 
retain a diftintt remembrance '*, we are not under the neceffity 

of 

• I have thought it proper to add this limitation of the general prClpolition ; 
becaufe individual objeas, and individual events, 'Which ha"e not fallen under 
die examination of our .fenfes, cannot poffibly be made the fubjects of our con
fideration, but by means of language. The manner in which we think of fueh 
objects and events, is accurately defc.ribed in the following palfage of W oJlaft:on ; 
however unphilofophical the conc1ufion may be which he deducea f~ hit 
reafoning • 

.. A man is not known ever the more to po!1:erity, becaufe his name is tranr. 
" mitted to them j he doth not live, becaufe his name does. Wben it is (aid, 
" Juliua CaeCar fubdued Gaul, beat Pompey, changed the Roman common
" wealth into a monarchy, Sec. it is the fame thing as to (loy, the conqueror 
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of employing words. It frequently, however, happens, that 
'When the fubjeCl:s of our confideration are particular, our reol
foning t>vith refpeCl: to them may involve very general notions; 
and, in fuch cafes, although we may conceive, without the ufe 
of words, the things about which we reafon, yet we muft 
neceff'arily have recourfe to language in carrying on our [pecu
lations concerning them. If the /UljlElI of our reafoning be 
general, (under which defcription I include all our reafonings, 
whether more or lefs comprehenfive, which do not relate merely 
to individuals,) words are the fole objeCl:s about which our 
thoughts are employed. According as thefe words are compre
henfive or limited in their lignification, the concJufions we form 

will be more or lefs gener~; but this accidental circumCl:ance 
does not in the leaft affect the nature of the intellectual procefs ; 
fo that it may be laid down as a propofition which holds with
out any exception, that, in every cafe, in which we extend 
our fpeculations beyond individuals, language is not only an 
ufcful auxiliary, but is the {ole inftrume.Dt by which they are 
carried on. 

THESE remarks naturally lead me to take notice of what 
forms the charaderifiical diftind:ion between the [peculations 

•• of Pompey was C;w:far; that is, CrefAr, and the conqueror of Pompey, are the 
•• fame thing I and Ca:far is as much known by the one diftincHon as the other. 
" The amount tilen is only this; that the conqueror of Pompey conquered 
U Pompey i or fomebody conqnered Pompey; or rather, /inee Pompey is as 
4' little known now as Crefar, fomebody conquered fomebody. Such a poor 
.. \l1liVefs i, this boafted immortality; and fuch, as has been here defcribed, is 

.~ the thin; called glory among us!" Reltgion if NAT. DEL. p. 'U7' 
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of the philotopher and of the vulgar. It is not, that the for .. 
mer is accuftomed to carry on his procetres of reafoning to a 
greater extent than the latter j but that the conc1ufions he is 
accuftomed to form, are far more comprehenfive, in confequence 
of the habitual employment of more comprehenfive terms. 
Among the moft unenlightened of mankind, we often meet with 
individuals who potreCs the reafoning faculty in a very eminent 
degree; but as this faculty is employed merely about particu
lars, it never can condutl: them' to general truths; and, of 
confequence, whether their purfuits in life lead them to fpecu
lation or to aaion, it can only ht them for diftinguifhing 
themfelves in fome very limited and fubordinate fphere. The 
philofopher, whofe mind has been familiarifed by education 
and by his own refiexions, to the correa ufe of more com
prehenfive terms, is enabled, without perhaps a greater degree 
of intelieClual exertion than is necetrary for managing the 
details of ordinary bufinefe, to arrive at general theorems; 
which, when ilIuftrated to. the lower clatres of men, in their 
particular applications, feern to indicate a fertility of invention, 
little fhort of fupernatural *. 

THE 

.. cc Toutes les opinions philofophiqnes de M. Turgot formoient un fyfieme 
" igalcment \afte et enchiline dan~ toutes fes parties. Souvent lorfqu'on lIgltoit 
" devant lUI une que/l:ion particuliere d'admimftration de leglfiation, de jutl" 
" prudence, on voyoit avec etonnement qu'i1 avoit fur cette queftlon, non une 
cr de ces opinions vagues fondees fur un premier apperc;u, infpi1'ces par une 
.. erpete d'mftin£l:, qu'on adopte au hazard, et qu'on defend enfuite p:u vanite. 
cc mais une opinion ~rretee qui {e lioit d'e1le meme 1. fun fyfteme general. Lui 
.. parloit-on d'un abus, d'un dHQrdre, quel liue rut Ie pays de I'Europe ou il 
" regnat, queUe que rut la bnnche de la legillation qu'll eut infeClee. il con
.. nOilTgit l'otiglne dli mal, fea efFets, lei caufes qui en prolongeoieJilt la durCe 

net 
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THE analogy of the algebraical art may be of ufe in illuftrating 
thefe obiervations. The difference, \n fact, between the in
veftigations we carry on by its affiftance, and other proceffes of 
reafoning, is more inconliderable than is commonly imagined; 
and, if I am not miftaken, amounts only to this, that the former 
are expre{fed in an appropriated language, with which we are not 
accuftomed to a{fociate particular notions. Hence they exhibit 
the efficacy of ligna as an inftrument of thought in a more 

difiinCl: and palpable manner, than the {peculations we carry on 

by words, which are continually awakening the power of Con
ception. 

WHEN the celebrated Vieta £hewed algebraifts that, l~y fub
llituting ill their inveftigations letters of the alphabet, inftead 
of known quantities, they might render the folution of every 
problem fubfervient to the difcovery of a general truth, he did 
not increafe the difficulty of algebraical reafo~ings: he only en
larged the fignification of the terlIl5 in which they were ex
pre{fed. And if, in teaching that {dence, it is found expe
dient to accuftom ftudents to {olve problems by means of the 
particular numbers which are given, before they are made 
acq~inted with literal or fpecious a.rithmetic, it is not becaufe 
the former proceGes are lefs intricate than the latter, but be
caufe their fcope and utility are more obvious, and becaufe it ii 

" et lea moyens de Ie d~truire. On cut cru qu'i1 en avo it fait I'objet ratti
•• culiey de fe. reilell:ioJ1~ s'il n'eut ete facile de reconnoitre I'application fimplc: 
... et aatuteUe de fca principes geniraux." 

Yu iii TlJ.lI.COT, 1111' CON»/'Jl{CllT, partie jj. p. H', 
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C JI A 1'. more eary to illufirate, by examples than by worde, the 
IV. 

w- difference between a particular conclufion, and a general 

theorem. 

THE difference between the intelleCtual procefi"es of the 
... ulgar and of the philofopher, is perfeCtly analogous to that 
between the two ftates of the algebraical art before and after 
the time of Vieta; the general terms which are ufed in the 
various [dences, giving to thofe who can employ them with 
correCl:nefs and dexterity, the fame fort of advantage over the 
uncultivated lagacity of the bulk of mankind, which the expert 
algebraift poifeLfes over the arithmetical accomptant. 

IF the foregoing doCtrine be admitted as jufi, it exhibits a 
view of the utility of language, which appears to me to be pe
culiarly fhiking and beautiful; as it thews that the fame faculties 
which, without the ufe of figns, muft neceifariJy have been 
limited to the confideratioft of individual objeCts and particular 

events, are, by means of figns, fitted to embrace, without efi"'ort, 
thofe comprehenfive theorems, to the difcovery C)f which, in 

detail, the united efforts of the whole human race would have 
beetl unequal. The advantage our animal ftrength acquires by 

the ufe of mechanical engines, exhibits but a faint image of 
that inereafe of our intelleaual capacity which we owe to 
language.-It is this increafe of our natural powers of compre_ 
llenGan,. which feems to be the principal foundation of the 

pleafurc we receive frQ1ll the dik:overy of general theorems. 
Such a difcovery gives U8 at once the command of an infinite 
Yaneey of particular truths. and cOJXUJlunicates to the mind 

a fent,i ... 
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a Centiment of its own power, not unlike to what we feel when 
w~ contemplate the magnitude of thofe phyfical effeas, of 
which we have acquired the command by our mechanical con
trivances. 

IT may perhaps appear, at firil:, to be a farther confequence 
of the principles I have been endeavouring to eil:ablilh, that the 
difficulty of philofophical difcoveries is much lefs than is com
monly imagined; but the truth is, it only follows from them,. 
that this difficulty is of a different nature from what we are apt 
to fuppofe, on a fuperficial view of the fubjea. To employ, 
with fkill, the very delicate infirument which nature has made 
dfentially fubfervient to general reafoning, and to guard againil: 
the errors which reCult from an injudicious ufe of it, require 
an uncommon capacity of patient attention, and a cautious 
circumfpeaion in conducting our various intellectual proceffel, 
which can only be acquired by early habits of philofophical 
reflexion. To affiil: and direct us in making this acquifition 
ought to form the mof!: important branch of a rational logic ; 
a [cience of far more extenlive utility, and of which the prin
ciples lie much deeper in the philofophy of the human mind, 
than the triBing art which is commonly dignifIed with that 
name. The branch in particular to which the foregoing 
obfervations more immediately relate, muf!: for ever remain in 
its infancy, till a moil: di.flicult and important defideratum in 
the hiftory of the mind is fupplied, by an explanation of the 
gradual fteps by which it acquires the ufe of the various cla£fes 
.r. words which oompofe the language of a cultivated and en
tig~n.ed people. Of fOlDe of the errors in reafon~ng to which 

we-
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we are expofed by an incautious ufe of words, I took notice in 
the preceding Seaion j and I fhall have occafion afterwards to 

treat the fame fubjeCt: more in detail in a fubfequent part of my 

work. 

SEC T ION VI. 

Of the Errors to which 'we are liable in SpeClllatioll, olld ill 
-the COlldu/:1 of Affairs, in co'!fequence of a rajb AppliCtltiull 

of general Principles. 

I T appears fufficiently from the reafonings which I offered 
in the preceding Section, how important are the advan. 

tages which the philofopher acquires, by quitting the fiudy 
of particulars, and direaing his attention to general prin. 
ciples. I flatter myfelf it appears farther, from the fame rea
ronings, that it is in confequence of the ufe of language alone, 
that the human mind is rendered capable of thefe compTe
~enfive fpeculations. 

IN order, however, to proceed with fafety in tbe ufe of 
gemenl principles, much caudoD and addrefs are necefi"ary, both 

in eftabliLhing their truth, and in appl,i1\g them to praffice. 
Without a proper attention to the ~ircumftanc~s by whioh. their 
application to particular cafca mut\: be modifie4t they will btl 

a per-
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a perpetua] (ouree of miftake, and of difappointment, in the 

eondud:: of affairs, however rigidly juft they may be in them
felves, and however accurately we may reafon from them. If 
our general principles happen to be falfe, they will involve us 
in errors, not only of conduct but of fpeculation; and our 

errors will be the more numerous, the more comprehenfive the 
principles are on which we proceed. 

To illuftrate thefe obfervations fully, would lead to ami .. 

nutenefs of difquilition inconfifient With my general plan; and 
I ihaLl therefore, at prefent, confine myfelf to fuch remarks ali 
appear to be of moll: elfential importance. 

AND, in the firfi place, it is evidently impoffible to efiabliih 

folid general principles, without the previous fiudy of particu
lars: in other words, it is neceffary to begin with the ex
amination of individual objects, and individual events; in 
order to lay a ground-work for accurate c1affification, and for 
a jufi invefiigation of the laws of nature. It is in this way 
only that we can expect to arrive at general principles, which 
may be fafely relied on, as guides to the knowledge of par
ticular truths: and unlefs our principles admit of fuch a practi
cal application, however beautiful they may appear to be in 
theory, they are of far lefs value than the limited acquifitions 
eftbe vulgar. The truth of thefe remarks is now fo univerfally 

admitted, and is indeed fo obvious in itfelf, that it would be 
fuperfiuous to multiply words in fupporting them; and I 
QkNI~ fcarcely ilave thought of ftating them in this Chapter, if 
fOme of the m.oft telebnlted philofophers of antiquity had not 

been 
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C HAP. been led to difpute them, in confequence of the tnillaken 
IV. 
r--oJ opinions which they entertained concerning the nature of uni!. 

verfals. Forgetting that genera and ))tcies are mere arbitrary 
creations which the human mind forms, by withdrawing the 
attention from the dillinguiihing qualities of objects, and giving 
a common name to their refembling qualities, they conceived 
univerfals to be real exiftences, or (as they exprefied it) to be 
the effences of individuals; and flattered themfelves with the 
belief, that by direCting their attention to thefe effences in the 
firft inftance, they might be enabled to penetrate the fecrets of 
the univerfe, without iubmitting to the fiudy of nature in uetail. 
Thefe errors, which were common to the Platonifl:s and the 
Peripatetics, and which both of them feem to have adopted 
from the Pythagorean fchool, contributed, perhaps more than 
any thing elfe, to retard the pragtefs of the ancients in phyfical 
knowledge. The late learned Mr. Harris is almoft the only 
author of the prefent age who has ventured to defend this plan 
of philofophifing, in oppofition to that which has been fa fue
cefsfully followed by the difciples of lord Bacon. 

" THE Platonills," fays he, " confidering fcience as fome
" thing a{certained, definite, and fleady, would admit nothing 
" to be its objetl: which was vague, inde£nite, and paffing. 
" For this reafon they excluded all individuals or objetls of 
" fenfe, and (as Ammonius expreffes it) raifed t~emfelve8 in 
" their contemplations from beings particular to beings uni
" verfal, and which, from their own nature, were eternal and 
" d~6Dite."-" Confonant to this was the advice of Platq, with 
" refpea to the progrefs of our (peculations and inquir;e., to 

" defcend 
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CC defcend from th~:le higher genera, which include many {uv- C HAl'. 
n IV. 

" ordinate fpecies, down to the lowen rank of fpedes, thore I. .--..1 

" which include only individuals. But here i~ was his ~pi-
" nion, that our enquiries ihould fiop, and, as to individuals, 
" let them wholly alone; becaufe of thefe there could not 
" poffibly be any fcience *." 

" SUCH," continues this author, " was the method of an
" cient philofophy. The faihion, at prefent, appears to be 
" fomewhat altered, and the bufinefs of philofophers to be little 
" elfe, than the collecting from every quarter, into voluminous 
" records, an infinite number of [enfibJe, particnJ~r, and un
" conneCted fa as, the chief effeCt of which is to excite our 
" admiration." --In another part of his works the fame author 
obferves, that " the mind, truly wife, quitting the ftudy of 
" particulars, as knowing their multitude to be infinite and 
" incomprehenfible, turns its intelleCtual eye to what is general 
" and comprehcnfive, and through generals learns to fee, and 
" recognife whatever exifis t." 

IF we abfiraCl: from thefe obvious errors of the ancient phi
lofophers, with refpeCt to the proper order to be obfervcd in 
our inquiries, and only fuprofe them to end where the PJ.l
tonifts faid that they filould begin, the magnificent encomiums 
they befiowed 011 the utility of thofe comprehenfive truths 
which form the objeCt of [dence (making allowance for the 
obfcure and myfterious terms ill which they exprc{fed them) 
can fcarcely be regarded as extravagant. It is probable that 

• SUP-IS'S Tl\ree Treatifes, pages 341, 342. 

Ff 
t Ibid. page 227. 
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from a few accidental inflances of fuccefsful invefiigation, they 
had been flruck with the wonderful effeQ; of general principles 
in mcreafing the intellectual power of the human mind; and, 
mifled by that impatience in the ftudy of particulars which is 
fo often connected with the confcioufllefs of fuperior abilityp 
they laboured to perfuade themfelves, that, by a life devoted to 
abftraQ; meditation, fuch principles might be rendered as imme
diate objects of intetfectual perception, as the individuals which 
compofe the material world are of our external fenfes. By 
connecting this opinion with their other doctrines concerning 
univetfals, they were unfortunately enabled to exhibit it in fo 
myfterious a form, as not only to impofe on themfclves, but to 
perplex the underflandings of aU the learned in Europe, for a 
long fucceffion of ages. 

THE eonclufiotl to which we are led by the foregoing ob
fervations is, that the foundation of all human knowledge mufl 
be laid in the examination of particular objects and particular 
facts; and that it is only in fo far as our general principles are 
reiolvable into thefe primary elements, that they poffefs either 
truth or utility. It muft not, however, be underHood to be 
implied in this eonclufion, that all our knowledge mufl ulti
mately refl on our own proper experience. If this were the 
cafe, the progrefs of {denee, an"d the progrefs of human im
provement, mull have been wonderfully retarded; for, if it 
bad been llecetrary for each individual to form a cIaffification of 
objects, in eonfequence of obfervations and abflractions of his 
own, and to infer from the actual examination of particular 
fatts, the general truths gn ~hich his conduct proceeds j hu .. 

man. 
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-man affairs would at this day remain nearly in the i:"m~ nAte 
to which they were brought by the experience of the firft gLnc
ration. In fact, this is very nearly the fituation of the [pecies in 

all tho[e parts of the world, in which the exiftencc of the tace 
depends on the feparate effoits which each individual makes, ill 
procuring for him[elf the neceifaries of life; and in which, of 
confequence, the habits and acquirements of each individual 
muO: be the refult of his .own perfonal experience. In a culti
vated fociety, one of the firO: acquifitions which children make, 
is the ufe of language; by which means they are farniliariied, 
from their earlieO: years, to the confideration of claifes of ohjeQ:s, 
and of general truths; and before that time of life at which the 
favage is poifeffed of the knowledge neceifary for his own pre
fervation, are enabled to appropriate to thcmfelves the accumu
lated difcoverics of ages. 

NOTWITHST ANDING, however, the fiationary condition in 
which the race muft, of neceffity, continue, prior to the [epa
ration of arts and profelliol1s; the natural difpofition of the 
mind to afcend from particular truths to general conclufions, 
could not fail to lead individuals, even in the rudeO: Rate of 
fociety, to collect the refult~ of their experience, for their own 
inftruCl:ion and that of others. But, without the ufe of general 
terms, the only pollible way of communicating {uch conclu
(ions, would be by means of fome particular example, of which 
the general application was firiking and obvious. In other 

words, the wifdom of [uch ages will neceifarily be exprcffed in 
the form of fables or parables, or in the frill fimpler form of 
-proverbial inibnces; and not in the fcientific form of general 

F f 2 maxIms. 
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maxims. In this way, undoubtedly, much ufeful infiruction, 
both of a prudential and moral kind, might ~ conveyed: at the 

fame time, it is obvious, that, while general truths continued 

to be expreffed merely by particular exemplifications, they 

would afford little or no opportunity to one generation to im

prove on the {peculations of another; as no effort of the under

ilanding could combine them together, or employ them as 

premiics, in order to obtain other coqclufions more remote and 

comprehenfive. :For this purpofe, it is abfolutely neceffary that 
the {cope or moral of the fable fhould be ft:paratcd entirely 

from its aCLclfory circumfidllces, and flated in the form of a 

general propofition. 

FROM what has now been faid, it appears, how much the 

progrefs of human reafon, which necefiarily accompanies the 

progrefs of fodety, is owing to the introduction of general 

terms, and to the ufe of general propofitions. In con

fequcnce of the gradual improvements which take place in 

language as an infirument of thought, the c1.lffifications both of 

things and facts with which the infant faculties of each fucceJ;.. 

five racl! are converfant, are more juft and more comprchenfive 

than thefe of their predeceffors: the difcoveries which ill one 
age were confined to the ftudious and enlightened few, beeom .... 

ing in the next [he efiabliibed creed of tl1e learned; and ill the 

third, forming part of the elementary principles of education. 

Indeed, among thofe who enJoy the advantages of early infl:ruc

tion, fome of the moil: remote and wonderful <lonclufions of the 

human intellect, are, even in infancy, as completely fami

liarifed to the mind, as the moil: obvious phenomena which the

material world exhibits to th~r femes. 
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IF'thefe remarks concerning the progrefs of humo.n rcafon 

be juft, they afford delightful profpeCl:s with refpe[t to the 

condition of mankind in future ages; as they point out a pro

vifion which nature has made for a graduJI improvement in 

their intelleclual capacities; an improvement to which it is im
pofIible for imagination to fix. any bound.uy. As I propolc, 
however, afterwards, to contider this fubject fully, I {hall content 
myfelf at prcfent with mentioning the encouragemCllt which 

thelc profpeas receive from what bas alrt:ady happened in 

mathematics and natural philoiophy; two fcicl1ce Q, whkh fur

ni!h a very fhiking ilJufh.ltiol1 of the principles I h:lYC b ... en 

endeavouring to eaJbli!h, and which juHify the moa Cll1guinc 

expeCtations we em form, of the advancement of all the other 

branches of our kno\'\< ledge. In this laH obfervation I have 

been anticipateJ by Mr. Condorcet, with the authority of 

whofe name I am happy in being able to confirm fome of the 

foregoing fpeculJtions. 

" To fuch of my readers," ([lY8 he,) "as may be flow in 

• admitting the poffibility of this progreffive improvement in 
" the human race, allow me to flate, as an example, the 

" hiflory of that fcience in which the advances of difcovery are 
" the moll: certain, and in which they may be meafured with 

" the greatell: precifion. Thoie elementary truths of geometry 

" and of afironomy which, in India and Egypt, formed an 

" occult fdenee, upon which an ambitions priefihood founded 

" its influence, were becflme, in the times of Archimedes and 
" Hipparchus, the fubjects of common education in the public 
t( fcflools of Greece. In the Iaft century, a few years of audy 

tl " were 
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C HAP. " were fufficient for comprehending aU that Archimedes and 
lV. 

'-"Y'"--' ~, Hipparchus knew; and, at prefent, two years employed 
" unuer an able teacher, carry the fiudent beyond thofe 
" conclufions, which limited the inquiries of Lcibnitz and of 
"Newton. Let any perCon reflea on thefe facts: let him 
" follow the immenfe chain which connects the inquiries of 
" Euler with thofe of a PrieO: of Memphis; let him obfcrvc, 
" at each epoch, how genius outO:rips the prefent age, and how 
" it is overtaken by mediocrity in the next; he will perceive, 
" that nature has furnifhcd us with the means of abridging and 
" faciii~ating our intellectual hbour, and that there is no rea
" fan for apprehending that fuch hmplifications can ever have 
U an end. He will perceive, that at the moment when a mul
" titude of particular iolutions, and of inflilated faas, begin to 
" diftraa the attention, and to overcharge the memory, the 
" former gradually lofe themfe1ves in one general method, and 
" the latter unite in one gCflerai law; and that thefe gene
U ralifations continually fuccecding one to another, like the 
" fucceffive multiplications of a number by itfelf, have no other 
" limit, than that infinity which the human faculties are unab~ 

" to comprehend *." 
'" See Note lM]. 
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SEC T ION VII. 

CQntinuation of tbe fame subjea.-Di!fercnm 'in the Inlel
leaual CharaBer,; of Individual!, arifing from their dilforcnt 

Habit,; of AbJlraBion and Generalifotion. 

I N mentioning as one of the principal effects of civilifatioIT. 
its tendency to familiarife the mind to general terms and to 

general propofitions, I did not mean to fay, that this influence 
extends equally to all the clalfes of men in fociety. On the 
contrary, it is evidently confined, in a great meafure, to thofe 
who receive a liberal education; while the minds of the lower 
Qfders, like thofe of favages, are fo habitually occupied about 
particular objeCls, and particular events, that, although they 
are fometimes led, from imitation, to employ general expref
fions, the ufe which they make of them is much more the refult 
of memory than judgment; and it is but {eldom that they are 

able to comprehend fully, any procefs of rearoning in which 
they are involved. 

IT is hardly necefi"ary for me to remark, that this obfervatioll', 

with refpeCt \0 the incapacity of the vulgar for seneral {pecu
lations, 

C HAP. 
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C II .A P. lations, (like all obfcrvations of a fimilar nature,) mull: be re
IV 

\".... ... ".J ceived with fome refirWioI1b. In fuch a fiate of fociety as that 

in which we live, there is hardly any individual to be found, 

to whom fome general terms, and fome general truths, are not 

perft::Cl:1y familiar; and, therefore, the foregoing conclufions 

are to be eonfidered as defcriptive of thofe habits of thought 

alone, which arc mofi prevalent in their mind. To abridge 

the labour of reafoning, aud of memory, by direCting the 
attention to genera! rl inciples, llIflead of IMrticul.lr truths, 
is the profcOed aim of all philofophy; and a('('ording as 

individuab have more or leI's of the phiIofopltic fpirit, their 
habitllJI fj)cclliations (wh,ltcvcr the nature of their purfuits 

may be) will relate to the former, or to the latter, of thefe 

objeCts. 

THERE are, therefore, among the men who arc aceufiomed 

to the exercife of their intelleCtual powers, two claffes, whofe 
habits of thought are remarkably difiioguifhed from each other; 
the one clafs comprehending \\ hat we commonly call men of 
bufinefb, or, more propelly, men of detail; the other, men of 
abfrraCtion 1 or, in other words, philofophers. 

THE advantages which, in certain re[peas, the latter of 

thefe poffefs over the former, have been already pointed out; 
but it mufi not be fuppofed, that thefe advantages are always 

purchafed without fome inconvenience. As the folidity of our 

general principles depends on the accuracy of the particular 

obfervatioD$ into which they ate ultimately re[olvable, fd their 

utility 
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utility is to be eftimated by the prattical applications of which 

they admit: and it unfortunately happens, that the lame turn 

of mind which is favourable to philofophical pur[uits, un!efs it 

be kept under proper regulation, is c"tremely apt to difqualify 
us for applying our knowledge to ute, in the cxctcife of the 
arts, and in the conduct of affairs. 

IN order to perceive the truth of thefe remarks, it is almoft 
fufficient to recolIect, that as claffification, and, of confequence, 

general rearoning, prefuppofe the e~ercife of abftradion; It 

natural difpofition to indulge in thelll, cannot fail to lead the 
mind to overlook the fpecific differences of things, in attending 
to their common qualities. To [ucceed, however, in practice, a 
familiar and circumflantial acquaintance with the particular 
objetls which faU under our obicrvution, is indifllcnfably ne

ceffary. 

BUT, farther: As all general principles are founded on 

claffifications which imply the exercife of abftraC1ion; it is 

necelfary to regard them, in their practical applications, merely 

as approximations to the truth; the defcCts of which, muO: be 
fupplied by habits acquired by perfoI1al experience. In con

fidering, for example, the theory of the mechanical powers j 

it is ufual to fimplify the objects of our conception, by ab
ftraC1ing from friC1i~n, and from the weight of the different 

parts of which they are compored. Levers are confidcrcd as 

mathematical lines, perf~Ctly inflexible; and ropes, as matlle
mati~llines, perfeCl:ly flexible i-and by means of thcfe, and 
fitnila'i- ab!lra,ftions, a fuhject, which is in itfclf extremely com-

G g plicated, 
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pIicated, is brought ~ ithin the reach of elementary geometry. 

In the theory of politics, we find it necelfary to abll:raCl: from 

many of the peculiarities which difiinguilh different forms of 

government from each other, and to reduce them to certain 

general claiTes, according to their prevailiug tendency. Al

though all the governments we have ever feen, have had more 

or lefs of mixture in their compolirion, we reaCon concerning 

pure monarchies, pure arifiocracies, and pure democrac;es, as 

if there really exified political efiablilhments correfJ10nding to 

our definitions. Without fuch a c1affitication, it would be im

poflible for us to fix our attelltIOn, amidft the multiplicity of 

particulars which the fubjeCl: preJcnts to us, or to arrive at any 

general principles, which might ferve to guide our inquiries in 

comparing different inftitutions together. 

IT is for a limilar reaCon, that the fpeculative f,lrmcr re

duces the infinite variety of foils to a few general defcrip

tions; the phyfician, the infinite variety of bodily conH.i

tutions to a few temperaments; and the moralifi, the infinite 

variety of human characters to a few of the ruling principles of 

action. 

NOTWITIISTANDING, however, the obvious advantages we 
derive from there c1affifications, and the general conclufions to 

which they lead; it is evidently impoffible, that principles, 

which derived their origin from efforts of abfitaClion, 1110uld 
apply literally to praCtice; or, indeed, that they lhould afford 

us any confiderable affiftance in conduCt, without a certain de

gree of praCtical and experimental fkill. Hence it is, that the 

mere 
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mere theorift fo frequently expofes hitnfelf, in real life, to the 

ridicule of men whom he defpifes; and, in the general eftima

tion of the world, falls below the level of the common drudg('s 
in bufinefs and the arts. The walk, indeed, of thefe unen

lightened practitioners, mufi neceffarily be limited by their 

accidental opportunities of experience; but, fo far as they go, 

they operate with facility and fuceefs; while the merely 
fpeculative philofopher, although po!fe!fed of principles which 

enable him to approximate to the truth, in an infinite variety 
of untried cafes, and although he fees, with pity, the narrow 

views of the multitude, and the ludicrolls pretedions with 

which they frequently oppofe their trifling fucce!fcs to his theo

retical fpeculations, finds himfelf perfeaIy at a lofs, when he is 
called upon, by the fimple/1: occurrences of ordinary life, to 

carry his principles into execution. Hence the origin of that 
maxim, " which" (as Mr. Burne remarks) "has been fo il1-

" dufirioufly propagated by the dunces of every age, that a 

" man of genius is unfit for bufinefs." 

TN what confifis practical or experimental :£kill, it is not 
eafy to explain completely; but, among other things, it 
obvioufly implies, a talent for minute and comprehenfive and 
rapid obfervation; a memory, at once retentive and ready; 

in order to prefcnt to us accurately, and without reflexion, 
our theoretical knowledge; a prefence of mind, not to be 
difconcerted by unexpected occurrences; and, in fome cafes, 

an uncommon degree of perfection in the external fenfes, and 

in,t'le mechanical capacities of the body. All thefe clements of 

pra~:tl ikin, it is obvious, are to be acquired only by habits 
'3 g 2' of 
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C H A I'. of attiv¢ exertion, and by a familiar acquaintance with real 
H. 
~ occurrences; for, ab all the prattieal principles of our narture, 

both intellcCtl1.1! and animal, have a reference to particulars, 

and not to generals, fa it is in the aCtive fcenes of life alone, 
and amidil the details of buunefs, that they can be cultivated 

and improved. 

TIff: remarks ~ hich have been already made, are fufficient 

to illulhate the impolIibility of acquiring a talent for bufinefs, 
or for any of the praCtical arts of life, witho)1t actual experience. 
They {hew alia, that I1H.:II:: experience, without theory, may 
qualify a mall, in certain cafes, for diftinguiihing himfelf in 
both. It is not, however, to be imagined, that in this way 
individuals are to be formed for the uncommon, or for the im

portant, fituations of fodety, or even for enriching the arti by 
. new inventions j for, as their addrefs and dexterity are founded 
entirely on imitation, or qerived from the leffons which eXpe
rience has fuggefteu to them, they cannot poffibly extend to 
new combinations of circumftances. Mere experience, there
fore, can, at befi, prepale the mind for the fubordinate 
departments of life; for conduding the eftabliihed rotuine of 
bufinefs, or for a fcrvile repetition in the arts of common 
operations. 

IN the chara8:er of Mr. George Grenville, which Mr. Burke 
introduced in his celebrated Speech on American Taxatiolilf a 
lively piaure is drawn of the infuftldency of mere experience 
to qualify a man for new and untried fituations in the admi

niftration of government. The obf~ations he maw on this 

fubjea, 
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Cubjea, are expreffed with his ufual beauty and felicity of Ian. 
guage; and aTe of fo general a nature, that, with fome tritling 
alterations, they may be extended to all the pradical purfuits 
of life. 

« MR. GRENVILLE was bred to the law; which is, in my 
" opinion, one of the firft and nobleft of human fciences; a 

" [dence which does more to quicken and invigorate the un
" derA:ancling, than all the other kinds of learning put toge
" ther i but it is not apt, except in perfons very happily born, 
" to open and to liberaJife the mind exadly in the fame pro
"portion. Paffing from that A:udy, he did not go very largely 
" into the world, but plunged into bufinefs; I mean, into the 
" buGnefs of office, and the limited and fixed methods and form~ 
"eftablifhed there. Much knowledge is to he had, un
" doubtedly, in that line; and there is no knowledge which is 
" not valuable. But it may be truly faid, that men, too much 
" converfant in office, are rarely minds of remarkable enlarge
"ment. Their habits of office are apt to give them a turn to 
" think the fubftance of bufinefs not to be much more iro
" portant, than the forms in which it is conduCted. There 
t( forms are adapted to ordinary occafions; and, therefore, 
" per~ who are nurtured in office, do admirably well, :u; 
~g as things go on in their common order j but when the 
" high roads are broken up, and the water~ out, when a new 
cyand troubled fcene is opened, and the file affords no precc
" dent, then it is, that a greater knowledge of mankind, and 
" ... far more extenfive comprehenfion of thing" i, requifite, 
" than ever office gave, or than office can ever give." 

NOR 

""9 
C HAP. 
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NOR is it in new camhi nations of circumfl:aneea a'lone, that 
general principles affifi us in the condua of affairs t.,. render 
the application of our practical {kill more unerring, and more 
perfect. I~or, as general principles limit the utility of praClical 
frill to fupply the imperfet1ions of theory, they c.1iminifh 
the number of cafes in which this {kill is to be employed; 
and thm, at once, facilitate its improvement, wherever it is 
rcquifite; and lelfcn the errors to which it is liable, by 
contracting the field within which it is poHiblc to commit 

them. 

IT would appear then, that there are two oppofitc extremes 
into which men are apt to fall, in preparing themfelves for the 
duties of active life. The one arifes from habits of abfiraClion 
and gcncralifation carried to an exeefs; the other from a 
minute, an exc1ufive, and an unenlightened attention to the 

objeCts and events which happen to fall umler their aaual 

experience. 

IN a perfea [yfiem of education, care Jhould be taken to 

guard againfl: both extremes, and to unite habits of abfiraCtion 

with habits of bufmefs, in fuch a manner as to enable 
men to confider things, either in general, or in ~l "ail, as 
the occafion may require. Whichever of there habits may 
happen to gain an undue afcendant over the mind, it will 
necelfarily produce a character limited in its powers, and ht'(,'d 

only for particular exertions. Hence fome of the apparent 
inconfiftencies which we may frequently remark in the bteI
leaual capacities of the [.,\me perron. One man, frOrll an early in. 

dulgencc 
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dilIgence in abftraCt fpeeuLltion, poDcffcs a knowk,li~e oi' gn1Lr,tl 

prineiples,and a talent for gcncr.11 rc.li(Jllillg, united with ..t tlucnq 

and eloquence in the ufe of gencral terms, which feern, to tht,; 
vulg,w, to announce abilities fitted for any givl.'n fituation in 

lif~: while, in the cOllducl of the fimplcfl aflairs, he exhibits 
every ffialk of irref()lution and incapacity. A1lother not only 

aCts with propriety, and ikill, in circumfiances which require 

a minute attention to details, but potfdfes an acutenefs of 

rC..lfoning, and a f:'1cility of expreffion on all fubjeCl:s, in which 

nothing but what is particula: is involved; while, on general 

topics, he i~ pelfcClly unable either to reaion, or to judge. It 
is this laft turn of mind, which I think we have, in moft in
ftanec~, in view, when we fpeak of good fenfe, or common 

fel1ic, in oppofition to fcicncc and philofophy. Both philo

fophy and good fenfe imply the exercife of our reafoning 

PO\\ e1 b; awl they differ from each other only, according at> 

thcf"e 1'o',,-,<:r8 a1 c applied to particulars or to generals. It is Oll 

good [en(e (in the acccI'tatioll ill which I have now explained 

the term) that the fuccefs of men in the inferior walks of life 

chiefly depends j but, that it docs not always indicate a capa.

dty for abftraCt fdcncc, or for general fpeculation, or for able 

cnrluuCl in lituation& which require conlprehenfive views, is 

matter ~ of vulgar ,remark. 

AL, HOUGH, however, each of there d~feCh has $I. tendency 

to,l' . It the utility of the individuals in whom it is to be found, 
ertain ftations in fociety; no comparifon can be madc, in . ; 

f originil >1P1ue," betwetn the intellectual capacities of 

the two ~atfes of mea to ~:they qhar~erittica1ly belong. 
. The 

C II ,\ P 
1\. 
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C HAP. The one is the defea: of a vigorous, an 
IV. 

...... I . prebenfivc genius, improperly directed; 
-derftanding, minute and circumfcribed in its v 

exertions, and formed for fervile imitation. Nor former 
defea, (powever difficult it. may be to remove it when con
finned \)y 16ng 1u.bit, by any means fo incurable as the latter; 

fQr it .rifes, not from original conftitlltion, but from fome fault 
ia early education, while every tendency to the oppofite ex-

i, Klore or lere characteriftical of a mind, ufeful, indeed, 
io degree, 'When eoJrllned to its proper fphere, but 
dettincd, by e hand that formcd it, to borrow itS'lights from 

aootber. 

s of the natural fuperiority which n 
of general et' the common drudges in bufinefs, 
it rna, be obfencld, th the habits of inattention in-
cident to the for ,arife i part from the Iiule intereft which 

particular obj«ls and particular occurrences, and 

cDr to be ~ibed to an incapacity of attention. 
lae mind has been long accuftom . 10 the confideration 

of ~preheDfive 
le "~MJ\l_Ic-"'tJI 
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~"\;"'I knowledge and praaical lkUl are happily 
fame perfon, the intelletlual power of man 
perfetlion; and fits him equally to conducx, 

with a hand, the details of ordinary bufinefs, and to 
contend fuccefsfully with the untried difficulties of new and 
hazardous fituations. In condualng the former, mere expe
rience may frequently be a fuflicient guide, but experience and 
fpeculation mull: be combined together to prepare us for the lat
ter. "Expert men," fays lord Bacon, "can execute and judge 
" of particulars one by one; but the general c6unclts. and the 
" plota, and the marfhalling of affairs, come beft from thofe 
" that are learned." 

SEC T ION VIII. 

Cont;lIf1a1ioll of lhe l-t 8tljjeS.-ll;e alit! J'I¥ I!f 8t11tral 
'ntiJltl ill ~tl. 
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C HAP. refpeas; and to which, the reafoniogs in 
I V. 

mull 
'--'"'-' be applied with many reftridions. 

BEFOllE proceeding farther, it is nccefi"ary for me to premife, 
that it it chiefly in compliance with common la"iFge and 
COll1irlon prejudices, that I am fometimes led, in the following 
ohfervations, to contraft theory with experience. In tbe pro
per feofe of the word Theory, it is 1'0 far from ftanding in 
oppofitioll, to esperience, that it implies a knowledge of prill
cip1ea. of which the moil: extenfive e~pericnce alone rould put 
us in pofiemo.o. Prior to the time of Lord Bacon, indeed~ an 
acquaintance with faa. was not confidered as elfential to the 
f~atiQll of theories; and from tbefe ages, hat efctndcd to 
us, indifcriati ~udjce againft general principles, even 
in thore car. in tbey bave been faidy obtained in th~ 
way of iacluaion. 

BOT 
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is conclufions ultimately on experience, no 
empiric i-as the aftronomer, who pte
his knowledge 'of the principles of the 

Ulpe(:tat:ion of the event, on faas which have 
.f~tt~inc~ by obfervation, no lefs than if he in. 

'mo ny reafonillg, from hi8 knowledge of a cycle. 

TIIJl:~1 is, indeed, a certain degree of praliical rull which 
habits of bufinefs alone can give, and without which the moft 
enlightened politician muLl: always appear to difadvantage when 
he attempts to carry his plans into executioll. And a8 this fltill 
is ofteo (in confequence of the ambiguity of language) denoted 
by the word E erience; white it it {eldom pofi"efi"ed by tbofe 
men, who have moft carefully ftudied the theory of legiflation ; 
it has been very generally concluded, that politics is merely a 
matter of routine, in which philofophy it rather an obftacle to 
{uccefs. The ftatefman who has been formed among official 
details, • colllparcd to the pratticaI ensioeer; the (pecuJative 
legiJlatM, to-the til mechanician wbo has 2aO"ed his life 
among boob and cHasram •. -In order to a[certain bow far 
tbit be of uCe to compare the art of 

PII~al ap~catioDs of mechanical prio-

~~~._·4~ .piHiUcal tbcodet fo often 

23) 
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C HAP. tion from thofe applications of our knowledge. by a100t 
lV. • ~ .. .4: 

'--_____ ..,I. we can learn to correa the Imi' ..... etlions of Suc:h 
. errors, therefore, are, in a peculiar degree, • to mell 

who have been led by natural tafte. or by cady bIbita, to pre
fer the fpeculations of the clofet, to the buftlc of . vc JUe, and 
to the fatigue of minute and circumftantial ohfcrvation. 

IN politics, too, one fpedes of principles is often mifapplied 
from an inattention to circumftances; ,thofe which are ded.ced 
from a few eXlII1lples of particular governments, and which are 
occafionally quoted as' univerfal political axioms, which every 
wife legifiator ought to afi'utnc as the ground-work.ofhis reaton
inga- But thia abute of gen,-al principles {bonld by DO means 
be afcribed, like tbeabfurdif of the fpeculative mechanician. 
to over-refinement, and t~e lOve of theory; far it arifca Will 
w~kne{fC8, hich pbnolopby alone can r,emedy; an unen
lightened ~netation for maxima which are {uppofed to .bave 
the 'w)tlion of time in their favo\lr, and a paffive acquieleoce 
in fCceiv~ opinions. 

THERE is another dar, or pdodP 
~otlclufions hne fometimea been dec:IUClIII 

withftanding common prejUdice aplDIJ ~~,.-nr;~~u", . 
furer fowmdation for our rc:afO_~ 
pribdplcl W we obtaill alU~.'" 
___ tIOII, add fJi 

~ fririC_~Ii;ff.''';~ 

I. 
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1PIl .... " indeed, (udl principles to praaice, it is necef
..... 1~ iB mechania) to pay attention to the peculiari. 

, 'but it 1& by no means nec:eff'ary to pay the fame 

fcrupuloua attention to minute circumftances, which is elrential 
in the mech 'cal arts, or in the management of private bufi
nef. There is even a danger of dwelling too much on details, 
and of rendering the mind incapable of thofe abftract and com
prehenfive vieWII of human affairs, which can alone fumilh 
the t'blefman with fixed and certain maxims for the regula
tion of bis conduct. "When a man (fa, Mr. Hume) de
" liberatea concetning hi, conduct in anJ" icular affair, and 
" fOl'1Dl kliemes in poljtics, trade; conomy, or any bufmeiS 
" in life, ~ penT ,ought to' drl,! his arguments too f1nc, or 
" ~ too long a chalo ' of· :ConCequences together. Some
&C tldDg is fure to happen, that will dlfcoDcert hi. reafoning, and 
" produce an event · di6erent from what he expet\ed. But 
" when we reafon uponzmw41 fubjec9:s, one may.fuftty aBirmt 

" our fpecuIatioaa can fClrce evd be too fine, provided 
n they are jun:; and that the difference betwtxt a common 
" man and a man of genius, i. cbieBy feen in the 1hallownefa 
" oi the priac:!Plea upon which they proceed.

JIG ....... pti~, however iBtricate they 
.~'dJ..,...., ..... CnR~-. if . e juft an wund, prevail 

~ b ~hey maT fail in par-
the CtiW bufinefa of phUo{opbers to 

of thiDp. 1 may add, that it is 
ctUt{ bufioell of' ; efPecially in the ... 

I"crameDt of ftate, where the public , whicll 
\)e, their objea, depend. CD the concurrence of 

"a mul-
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II. THE difficulties which, in the mccltanical a 
aprlication of general principles, remain !nvarial> 
from age to age: and whatever obfervtt1ons we h ~. OIl 

them in the conrfe of our pail eJq>erience, It1 a lure foun~ .. 
tion for future pratl:ical {kill; and fupplYt in fa far as they 
reach, the defells of our theories. In the art ot goveJ;J1J1lent, 
however, the praaical difficulties which oc.::ur, are of a very 
differenf nature. They do not prefent to the fiatefman, the , 
fame fiead' (ubjta mination, which the efreds of fric. 
-tion do to the enJineer. ariLe chicfty from the paffions 

, and oplniooa oJ men, hich arc a bt~ of perpetull chan : 
and, therefore, the .adref5 .bich i. n~cetTary to overcome 
ihell', dependa _ccw-acy of OJIr obfcrvations :1.th 
I"efi to the p.&, II. fagadty of 4)U( cotljetlurea with 
'J'efpe¢l to the lut~. In the pr.e(eut ~et more partic\l~11' 
when ,the rapld communie4tion, and the uDtverfal difl"qf101l 
kn~~ledge, by mona" ~f the prefs.; render the fituatioD ot poh
tical r~ ..wr. t hat it ewr was for
m ... ad 
gret'l r buaao'iletl4:Jrl 
are to be the 
regafd to paa exp_~, ;f~.'tiI1." 

cbW i ~be ~ltiIf.~~~ 
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HI. Uf 'fnechanical arte, if,at any time, we are at a lofs about 
_he certainty of a particular faCt, we have it always in our power 
to bring it to the teft of experiment. But it is very feldom that 
we can obtain in this \Yay any ufcful conclufion in politics: not 
only becaufe it is difficult to find two cafes in which the com

binations of circumftances are precifely the fame, but becaufe 
our acquaintance with tbe political experience of mankind is 
much more imperfect than is commonly imagin~d. By far the 
greater part of what is caned maner of faa in politics, is nothing 
die than theory; and, very frequently, in tbi. fcRnce, when 
we think we are oppoGng experience 0 {peculation, we lI'e only 
oppofing oDe theory to another. 

To be ratisfied of the truth of this obfervatio~ it is almoft 
fufficient to recoUea: how extremely difficult it is to convey, by 
a general ~fcriptioD, a jufi idea of the dual {late of any go
.em~ent. That fIJIuy Iud! dc;kription In uft necelJariJy be more 
or le1$ ~Q1.etic ~~n wllbwiQg .remarks. 

~~'!t.!~~pt]~tnt~t~ which h ve hitherto app~red in &be 
their rife from 
uk ~ time and 

In 'p10l;ei8 of 

C H A· P. 
IV. 
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Every new inftitution which was introduced, muft have had a 
certain reference to the laws and .utages exill:ing b.IIOre, other
wife it could not have been permanent in ita gperation. If any 

one, contrary to the ~it of the reft, thould have occafionally 
mingled' , it muS: have foon fallen into defuetllde 
aDd obHvion, and tbore alone would remain, which accorded in 

their general teMency. "Q....~ ~fu obtinuere," fays Lord 
Bacon, "fi non boaa, at faltem apta inter fe funt." 
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,perhaps it can feldom be colleeled from an examinatiun of C HAP. 
• l V. 

written laW!, or of the efl:ablifued forms of a conftitution. '--- I, 
Thefe may continue the fame for a long courfe of ages, while 

the government may be modified in its cxercife, to a great 
extent, by gradual and undefcribable alterations ih the ideas. 
manners, and charaaer, of the people; or by a change in the 

relations which differer:t orders of the community bear to each 

other. In every country whatever, befide the efiablilhed 

la.ws, the political !tate of the people is affo.::aed by an infinite 

variety of circum fiances, of which no words can convey a con-

ception, and which are to be collcaed only from aaual ob-

fervation. Even in thi.s way, it is not eafy for a perfon who 

has received his education in one country, to ftudy the govern-

ment of another; ,on account of the difficulty which he mlift 
neceffarily experience, in ~ntering into the affociations 'Which 
influence the mind under a different fyftem of mannt;rs, and it\ 

afcertaining (efpecially upon political fubjeels) the complex ideas 

conveyed by a foreign language. 

. IN cOllfequeoce of the caufes which have now been men
tioned, it fometimes happens, that there are effential drcum

~nce8 in t~e atl:ual fiate of a government, about which the 
conftitutional Jaws are not only filent, but which are direaIy 

~ontrary to all the written laws, and to the fpirit of the confti

tli.tion as delineated by theoretical writen. 

IV. THE art of govemme'nt differs from the mechanical arts 

in this, that, in the former, it is much more difficult to refer 

dFcaa to their caufes, than in the Latter j and, of confequence, 
I i it 
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it rarely happens, even when we have an opportunity of feeing 
a political experiment made, that we can draw from it any 
certain inference, with re(peCl to the juftnefs of the principles 
by which it was fuggefted. In thofe complicated machines, to 
which the ftruClure of civil fociety has been frequently com
pared, as all the different parts of which they are compofed are 
fubjeCled to phyficallaws, the errors of the artift muft necef
{arily become apparent in the lall: refult; but in the political 
fyftem, as well as in the animal body, where the_general con
ftitution is found and healthy, there is a fort of 'Vis medicatrix, 
which is fuffident for the cure of partial diforders j and in the 
one Cafe, as well as in the other, the errors of human art are 
frequently correCled and concealed by the wifdom of . nature. 
Among the many falfe eftimates which we daily make of hu
Plan ability, there is perhaps none more groundlefs than the 
exaggerated conceptions we are apt to form of that fpecies of 
political wifdom, which is fuppofed to be the fruit of long ex
perience and of profeffional h~bits. "Go j" (faid the chan:' 
cellor Oxenftiern to his fon" when he was fending him to a 
congrefs of ambaffadors, and when the young man was ex
preffing his diffidence of his own abilities for fuch an employ
ment ;) "Go, and fee with your own eyes, ~am par'Vll 
"fopientia regitur mllndul/" The truth is, (however para
doxical the remark may appear at nrft view,) that the {pecu
lative errors of ll:atefmen are frequently lefs fenfible in their . . , 
efreas, and, of confequence, more likely to efcape without 
deteaion, than thofe of individuals who occupy inferior ftations 
in fociety. The effea:s of tnifcondud in private life, are eafily 
lS'ICed eo their proper f.our~e, and therefore the world is f~om 

far 
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far wrong.Jn the judgments which it forms of the prudellce or C HAP. 
IV. 

of the imprudence of private characters. But in confidering ~"" ____ oJI" 

the affairs of a great nation, it is fa difficult to trace events to 
their proper caufes, and to diftinguj(h the effects of political 
wifdom, from thofe which' are the natural refult of the fituation 
of the people, that it is fcarcely poffible, ex~epting in the cafe 
of a very long adminiftration, to appretiate the talents of a 
ftatefman from the fuccefs or the failure of his meafures. In 
every fociety, too, which, in confequence of the general fpirit 
of its government, enjoys the bleffings of tranquillity and liberty, 
a great part of the political order which we are apt to af~ribe 
to legiflative fagadty, is the natural refult of the felfilh purfuits 
of individuals; nay, in every fuch fodety, (as I already hinted,) 
the natural tendency to improvement is fo ftrong, as to over-
come many powerful obftacles, which the imperfection of human 
infiitutions oppo[es to its progrefs. 

FROM thefe remarks, it feems to follow, that, although in 
the mechanical arts, the errors of theory may frequently be cor
rected by repeated trials, without having recourfe to general . 
principles; yet, in the machine of government, there is fo great 

. a variety of powers at work, befide the influence of the 
ftatefman, that it is vain to expect the art of legillation 
fhould be carried to its greateft pollible perfection by experience 
alone. 

STILL, however, it may be faid, that in the moft imper
fea governments of modern .Europe, we have an experimental 

Ii 2 proof, 
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proof, that they frcure, to a very great degree, the principal 
objeCts of the focial union. Why hazard thefe certain advan
tages, [or the uncertain effeCts of changes, fuggefied by mere 
theory; and not reft fatisfied with a meafure of political hap
pincfs, which appears, from the hifiory of the world, to be 
greater than has commonly fallen to the lot of nations ? 

WITU thofe who would carry their zeal againft reformation. 
[0 [:Jr, it is impoffible to argue; and it only remains for us to 

regret, that the number of fuch reafoners has, in all ages of the 

world, been fo great, and their influence on human aIfairs fo 
extenfive. 

" THERE arc fome men," (fays Dr. lohnron,) "of narrow 
" views, and grovelling conceptions, who, without the infti
" gation of per[ona} malice, treat every new attempt as wilt} 
" and chimerical; and look upon every endeavour to depart 
" from the beaten track, as the rafh effort of a warm imagina

" tion, or the glittering fpeculation of an exalted mind, that 
" may pleafe and dazzle for a time, but can produce no reai 

" or lafiing advantage. 

" TUESE men value themfelves upon a perpetual fccpticifm; 
" upon believing nothing but their own fen[es; upon calling 
" for demonfiration where it cannot pollibly be obtained; and, 
IC fometimes, upon holding out againfl: it when it is laid before 
" them; upon inventing arguments againft the fuccefs of any 
" new undertaking; and, where arguments cannot be found, 
" upon treating it with conteJDpt and ridicule. 

" SUCH 
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" SUCH have been the mofl: formidable enemi(!s of the ~reat 
" benefaClors of the world; for their notions -and diCcoUi [C ..Ire 
" {o agreeable to the lazy, the envious, and the timorous, that 

" they Celdom fail of becoming popular, and dircCling the opi
" nions of mankind w." 

\V IT II refpeCl: to this fceptical difpofition, as applicable to the 
prefent fiate of fodety, it i~ of importance to add, that, in 

every government, the fiability and the influence of cfi::lbliilled 
authority, mufl: depend on the coincidence between its mcafures 

and the tide of public opinion; and that, in modern Europe, 
in confequence of the invention of printing, and the liberty of 

the prefs, public opinion has acquired .in ali:endant in human 

aff,lirs, '"' hil..h it never poflcffcd in thoCe fl:J.tcs of antiquity from 

which molt of our politic..ll examples arc drawn. The danger" 
indeed, of llidden and rafh innovations cannot be too fl:rongly 
inculcated; and the views of thole men who are forward to 
promote them, cannot be reprobated with too great feverity. 
But it is poffible aJfo to f,(ll into the oppofite extreme; and to 
brin~ upon iociety the very eyils we are an}.ious to prevent, by 
an obltinate oppoJition to thofe gradual and ncce{fary reforma

tions which the genius of the times demands. The violent 

revolutions which, at different periods, have convulfed modern 
Europe, have arifen, not from a {pirit of innovation in fove
reigns and Itatefmen; bttt: from their bigotted attachment to 
antiquated forms, and to principles borrowed from lefs enlight

ened ages. It is this reverence for abufes which have been 

• Life of DRAKE, by Dr. JOHIUON 

fanctioned 
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C HAP. fanaioned by time, accompanied with an inattention to the 
IV. 

'--v--' progrefs of public opinion, which has, in moft inftances, 
blinded the rulers of mankind, till government has loft aU ita 
efficiency; and till the rage of innovation has become too 
general and too violent, to be fatisfied with changes, which, 
if prop()fed at an earlier period, would have united, in the 
f upport of efiablifhed inftitutions, every friend to order, and to 
the profperity of his country. 

THESE obfervations I fiate with the greater confidence, that 
the fubftance of them is contaiut:J in the following aphorifms of 
Lord Bacon; a philofopher who (if wc except, perhaps, the 
late Mr. Turgot) feems, more than any other, to have formed 
enlightened views with refpet\: to the pollible attainments of 
mankind; and whofe fame cannot fail to increafe as the world 
grows older, by being attached, not to a particular fyftem of 
variable opinions, but to the general and infallible progrefs of 
human reafon. 

" ~is novator tempus imitatur, quod novationes ita in .. 
" {inuat, ut fenfus fallant ? 

" Novator maximus tempus; quidni igitur tempus imi-. 
U temur? 

" Morofa morum retentio, res tUrbulenta eft, reque ae no.. 
" vicas. 

" Cum per fe res mutentur in deterius, fi confilio in meliu$ 
" non rnutentur, qui. finis edt mali ltt 
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THE general conclufion to which thefe obfervations lead, is 
fufficiently obvious j that the perfeaion of political wifdom 

does not confift in an indifcriminate zeal againft reforms, but 
in a gradual and prudent accommodation of eftabliilied inftitu
tions to the varying opinions, manners, and circumftances of 

mankind. In the aaual application, however, of this prin

ciple, many difficulties occur, which it requires a very rare 

combination of talents to furmount: more particularly in the 

prefent age; when the prefs has, to fo wonderful a degree, 
emancipated human reafon from the tyranny of antient preju

dices; and has roufed a fpirit of free difcuffion, unexampled in 
the hiftory of former times. 

THA T this fudden change in the ftate of the world, iliould 
be accompanied with fome temporary diforders, is by no means 
furprifing. While the multitude continue imperfeCtly enlighten

ed, they will be occafionally mined by the artifices of dema
gogues; and even good men, intoxicated with ideas of theo
retical perfeCtion, may be expeCted, fometimes, to facrifice, 
unintentionally, the tranquillity of their cotemporaries, to au 

over-ardent zeal for the good of pofterity. Notwithftanding, 
however, thefe evils, which every friend to humanity muft la

ment, I would willingly believe, that the final effeCts refuIting 

from this fpirit of reformation, cannot fail to be favourable to 

hwnan happinefs; and there are fame peculiarities in the pre

kilt condition of mankind, which appear to me to juftify more 

fanguine hopes upon the fubJed:, than it would have heen rea
foBahl~ for a philofopher to indulge at any former period. An 

.tte41ion to there peculiarities ia abfo!utely neceifary, to enable 
us 
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(; HAP. US to form a competent judgment on the quefiion to '\'\ihid\ the 
1\ 

'--"v--J foregoing" ohlervations leI.lte; and it leads to the illlifiration <'If 
U ooc1:rine to which I have frequently referred in this wOlk; 

the gradual improvement in the condition of the fpecies, which 

may be expected from the progrefs of reafon and the diffllfion 

of knowleJge. 

AMONG the many circum fiances favourable to human hap
}lind:' in the prdent fiate of the world, the moft important, 

perhaps, is~ that the fame events which have contributed to 
loofcll the tOUilllation, uf the untlent fabrics of defpotifm, 11.1\ C 

maue it pratlicablt:, in a much greater degree than It ever was 
fonnClly, to reduce the principles of legiflation to a fcicnce, 
and to anticipate the probable courfe of popular opinions. It 
is caCy for the ftatefman to form to himfelf a diftinCt and neady 
idea of the ultimate objects at which a wife legifiator ought to 
aim, and to foreree that modification of the focial order, to 

which human afT.lirs have, of themfelves, a tendency to ap
proach; and, therefore, his practical fagacity and add refs are 
limited to the care of accomplithing the important ends which 

he has in view, as effedually and as rapidly as is confiftent 

with the quiet of individuals, and. with the tights arifing fcom 
actual eftabliihments. 

IN order to lay a folid foundation for the fcience of polit~s, 
the firft ftep ought to be, to afcertain that form of fociety which 

is perfedly agreeable to nature and to judice; and what are the 
principUls of legifiation nece1fary for maintaining it. Nor is the 
mquiry to, ditlicult as might at firft be apprehended; for it 

13 might 
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might be eafily filewn, that the greater part of the- political dif. 
orders which exift among mankind, do not arife from a 'Want 
of forefight in politicians, which has rendered their laws too ge
neral, but from their having trufted too little to the operation of 
thore fimple inftitutions which nature and juftice recommend; 
and, of confequence, that, as fociety advances to its perfeCtion, 
the number of laws may be expected to diminiih, inftcad of 

increafing, and the fdence of legiflation to be gradually fim
plified. 

THE ceconomical fyftem which, about thirty years ago, em
ployed the fpeculations of fome ingenious men in France, feems 
to me to have been the firft attempt to afcertain this ideal perfec. 
tion of the focial order j and the light which, fince that period, ha~ 
been thrown on the fubject, in different parts of Europe, is a proof 
of what the human mind is able to accompliih in fuch inquiries, 

when it has once received a proper direction. To all the va
rious tenets of thefe writers, I would, by no means, he under
ftood to fubfcribe; nor do I confider their fyfiem as fo perfect 
in every different part, as fome of its more ianglline admircr~ 

have reprefented it to be. A ft;w of the moil: important pri'1-
. ciple& of political reconomy, they have undoubtedly dlablifhcd 
with demonfirative evidence; but what tfte world is chiefly 
indebted to them for, is, the commencement which they h.'lVl' 
given to a new branch of fcience, and the plaQ of invefHgatioll 
which they have exhibited to their fuccetrors. A £hart account 
-of what I conceive to be the fcope of their fpeculation q, 

_ttl jtdUfy thefe remarks, and win comprehend every thing 

~hidl 1 have to offer at prefent, in anfwer to the quefHon by 
K k , ... hich 
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C HAP. which they were fuggcfled. Such an ,account I attempt witb 
lV. 

""-v--oJ the greater foltisfaClion, that the leading views of the earlieft 
and moll: enlightened patrons of the a::conomical fyflem have~ 

in my opinion, becn not more mifreprcfented by its opponents, 
than mifapprehended by fome who have adopted its con~ 

c1uGons *. 

IN the firll: place, then, I think it of importance to remark, 
that the objeCt of the a:conomicaI fyflem ought by no means 
to be confounded (as I believe it commonly is in this country) 
with that of the Utopian plans of government, which have, at 
different times, been offered to the world; and which have fa 
often excited the juft ridicule of the more fober and reafonable 
inquirers. Of thefe plans, by far the greater number proceed 
on the fuppofition, that the focial order is entirely the effect of 
l1uman art; and that wherever this order is imperfect, the evil 
may be traced to fome want of forefight on the part of the 
Icgil1ator; or to fome inattention of the magiflrate to the com
plicated ftrud.ure of that machine of which he regulates the 
movements. Tbe projed:s of reform, therefore, which fuch 
plans involve, are, in general, wen entitled to all the ridicule 
and contempt they have met with; inafmuch as they imply an 
arrogant and prefumptuous belief in their authors, of the fupe-

,riorityof tbeir own political fagacity, to the accumulated wif
dom of former ages. The cafe is very ditferent with the 
a::conomical fyftem; of which the leading views (fo far as I am 
able to judge) pro.:eed on the two following fuppofitions: Firft, 
that the focial order is, in the molt: efi'ential refped:s, the refult 

• See Note [N]. 
gf 
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of the wifdom of nature, and not of human contrivanct:; and, 
therefore, that the' proper bufinefs of the politician, is not to 
divide his attention among all the different parts of a machine, 
which is by far too complicated for his comprehenfion; but by 
protecting the rights of individuals, and by allowing to each, as 
complete'a liberty as is compatible with the perfea fccurity of 
the rights of his fellow-citizens; to remove every obfl.J.de 
which the prejudices and vices of men have oppoled to the 
eftabliLhment of that order which fociety has a tendency to 
a iI'u me. Secondly; that, in proportion to the progre£s and 

the diffufion of kno"t\'ledge, thofe prej udices, on a iki!ful 
management of which, all the old fyftems of policy proceeded, 
muft gradually difappear; and, confequently, that (whatever 
may be his pl'~dilectien for antient ufages) the inevitable courfe 

of events impofes on the politician the neceffity of forming his 
rneafures OIl more folid and permanent principles, than thofe 
by which the world has hitherto been governed. Both of 
thefe fuppofitions are of modern origin. The former, fo far as 
I know, was firfl. fiated and illufl.rated by the French Oeco
nomifls. The latter has been obvioufly fuggefted by that 
rapid improvement which has actually taken place in every 

country of Europe where the preis has enjoyed a. mQdcrJ.t~ 

degree of liberty. 

IT may be farther remarked, with reli)cCl: to the greater p:ll t 

of the plans propofed by Utopian projeClors, that they proceed 
on the fuppofition of a miraculous reformation ill the moral 

dsaraAer of a people, to be effected by fame new fyfl.cm of 
.education. All fuch plal18 (as Mr. Hume has jufl.ly obferved) 

K k 2 lnay 
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<. 1! A 1'. may be fafelyabandoned as impraaicable and vilionary. But 
1\. 

t:..-..-J this oiJjcClioll OOC& 110t apply to the reconomical fyfiem; the 
,chief expedient of which, for promoting moral improvement, 
is not th:Jt education which depends 011 the attclltioll and care 

of our inill'uctors; but an education which ueceLTarily refults 

from the political order of fociety. "How ineffeCtual" (laid 
the Roman poet) "are the wifefi laws, if they be not 
" fupported by good morals!" How ineffd\:l1al (fJY the 
Ocwl1omifis) are all our efforts to prc[(;fVe the morab of a 
people, if the laws which rcgulate the political order, doom 
the on!! half of mankind to indigf'nce, to fr,md, tu fervility, 
to ignor.mce, to fuperfiition; and the other half to be the 

11.IVcs of all the follies an~ vices which refult from the infolence 

of rank, and the felfifunefs of opulence? Suppoie for a rna-. 

ment, that the inordinate accumulation of wealth in the hands 

of individuals, which we every where meet with in modern 
Europe, were gradually dimini£hed by abolifhing the law of 
entails, and by efiabliihing a perfect freedom of commerce and 

of indufiry; it is almoft feU:' evident, that this fimple alter.ltion 

in the order of fociety; an alteration which has been often 

dcmonftrated to be the maG effectual and the molt infal

lible meafure for promoting the wealth and population of a 
country j would contribute, more than all the labours of 
moralifis, to fecure the virtue and the happinefs of all the 
clafi'es of mankind. It is worthy too of remark, that fuch a 

plan of reformation does not require. for .its a~ll\p1iihment, any 
new and complicated inltitutioos; and therefore does I1<>t pro
ceed upon any exaggerated conception of the efficacy of"hwman 
policy. On the contrary, j.t requires only (like moft of the 

other 
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other expedients propofed by this fyftem) the gradual abolition 
of thofe arbitrary and unjuft arrangements, by which the order 
of nature is difturbed. 

ANOTHER miftaken idea concerning the reconomical fyftem 
is, that it is founded entirely upon theory, and unfupported by 
faas. That this may be the cafe with rt:fpeCl: to fame of its 
doarines, 1 fhall not difpute: but, in general, it may be fafely 
affirmed, that they refl: on a broader baGs of faas, than any 

other political fpeculations which have heen yet offered to the 
world; for they are founded, not on a few examples collec1ed 
from the fmall number of governments of which we polfefs an 
accurate knowledge j but on thofc laws of human nature, and 
thofe maxims of common fenfe, which arc Jaily ycrified in the 
illtercourfe of private life. 

OF thofc who have fpeculated on the fubjctl of lcgillation, 
by far the greater part feem to have confidered it as a fcience 
fiji generi.;; the firft principles of which can be obtained in no 
other way, than by an examination of the condua of mankind 
in their political capacity. The Occonomifl:s, on thc contrary, 
have fearched for the caufes of national profpcrit y, and national 
improvement, in thofe arrangements, which our daily obferva
tions !hew to be favourable to the profperityand to the im
provement of individuals. The former refemble thofe philo

fophers of anti.quity, who, affirming, that the phenomena of 
the heavens are r~gulated by laws peculiar to themfelve~, dif
cou.d ner)" attempt to inveftigate their phyiical cau[es, 
which was founded upon falta colleCted from common expe-

rience 
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neRce. The latter have aimed at accomplilhing a reformation 
in politics, fimilar to what Kepler and Newton accomplilhed 
in aftronomy; and, by fubjeaing to that common fenfe, which 
guides mankind in their private concerns, thofe quelHons, of 
which none were fuppofed to be competent judges, but men 
initiated in the myfteries of government, have given a beginning 
to a fdence which has already extended very widely our poli
tical profpeCl:s; and which, in its progrefs, may probably afford 
an illuftration, not lefs ftriking than that which phylical aftro
norny exhibits, of the fimpJicity of thofe laws by which the 
univcrfe is governed. 

\VIlEN a political writer, in order to expofe the folly of 
thofe commercial regulations which aim at the encouragement 
of domelHc illduftry by reftraints on importation, appeals to 
the maxims upon which men aCt in private life; when he re
marh, that the taylor does not attempt to make his own lhoes, 
but buys them of the lhoemaker; that the ihoemaker does not 
attempt to make his own clothes, but employs a taylor; and 
when he concludes, that what is prudence in the conduCt of 
every private family, can fcarcely be folly in that of a great 
kingdom *; he may undoubtedly be faid, in one fenfe, to in
dulge in theory; as he calls in queftion the utility of inftitutions 
which appear, from the faa, to be not incompatible with a cer
tain degree of political profperity. But, in another fenfe, and 
in a much more philofophical one, he may be faid to oppofe to 

: • See Mr. SMITH'S profound and original "Inquiry into the NattR and 
Caufes of the Wealth of Nations." 
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the falfe theories of fiatefmen, the common fenfe of mankind; 
and thofe maxims of expediency, of which every man may 
verify the truth by his own daily obfervation. 

THERE is yet another miftak..e (of ftill greater confequence, per
haps, than any of thofe I have mentioned), which h.ls mWed moft 
of the opponents, and even fome of the friends, of the a:cono
mical fyftem; an idea that it was meant to exhibit a political 

order, which is really attainable in the prefent flate of Europe. 
So different from this were the views of its moft enlightened 

advocates, that they have uniformly refied their only hopes of its 
gradual efl:ablifument in the world, on that influence in the condua 

of human affairs, which philofophy may be expeCl:ed gradually 
to acquire, in confcquence of the progrefs of reafon and civilifa
tion. To fuppofe that a period is ever to arrive, when it fuall 
be realifed in its full extent, would be the height of enthufiafm 
and abfurdity; but it is furely neither enthufiafm nor abfurdity 

to affirm, that governments are more or Ids perfea, in pro
portion to the greater or fmaller number of individuals to· 

whom they afford the means of cultivating their intelleCtual 
and moral powers, and whom they admit to live together on 
a liberal footing of equality;-or even to expeCl:, that, in 
proportion to the progrefs of reafon, governments will atl:ually 

approach nearer and nearer to this defcription. 

To delineate that fiate of political fociety to which govern
ments may be expeCl:ed to approach nearer and nearer as the 
triumphs of philofophy extend, was, I apprehend, the leading 

objcx.'t 
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objea: 'Of the earlieR and moR enlightened patrons of the 
ooronoUlical fyftem. It is a £late of (ociety, which they by no 

means intenued to ruommend to particular communities, as the 

moft eligible they could adopt at prefent; but as an ideal ordet 
of things, to which they have a tendency of themfdves t() 

approach, and to which it ought to be the aim of the legiOatot 
to facilitate their progrefs. In the language of mathematicians, 

it forms a limit to the progreiIive improvement of the political 
order; and, in the mean time, it exhibits a ftandard of com~ 

parifon, by which the excellence of particular inilitutions may 
be cfttmateu. 

ACCORDING to the view which has now been given of the 
oeconomical fyftem, its principles appear highly favourable t() 
the tranquillity of fociety; inafmuch as, by infpiring us with 
a confidence in the triumph which truth and liberty muft in" 

fallibly gain in the end over error and iujuftice, it has a tend .. 

cney to difcourage every plan of innovation which is to be 

fupported by violence and bloodlhed. And, accordingly, fueh 

has always been the language of thole who were beft acquainted 
with the vje-W8 of hs authors. "If we attack oppJ'eJfors, 
" before we have taught the oppreff'ed," (fays one of the 
ableft of its prefent fupporters *,) "we {hall rilk the loClt 
" of liberty, and rOllfe them to oppofe the progt'efs of reafon. 
~. Hillary affords proofs of this truth. How often, in fpite 

" of the efforts of the friends of freedom, has the eyent Gf a 
" fin.glt battle r(\duced nations to the flavery of ages! 

M. CQND01l.cn. 
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" AND what is the kind of liberty enjoyed by thor\! 111tions, 
" which have recovered it by force of arms, and not by the 
" influence of philofophy? Have not moA: of them confounded 

" the forms of republicanifm with the enjoyment of right, and 
" the defpotifm of numbers with liberty? How many laws, 
" contrary to the rights of nature, have difuonoured the code 
" of every people which has recovered its freedom, dllling 
" thore ages in which reafon was fiill in its infancy!" 

" WHY not profit by this fatal experience, and wifely wait 
" the progrefs of knowledge, in order to obtain freedom more 
" effettual, more fubfiantial, and more peaceful? Why purfuc 
" it by blood and inevitable confufion, and trufi that to chance, 
" which time mufi certainly, and without bloodfhed, befiow? 
" A fortunate firugglc may, indeed, relieve us of many 
" grievances under which we labour at prefent, but if we 
" willi to fecure the perfeCl:ion, and the permanence of free
" dom, we mufi patiently wait the period when men, emanci
" pated from their prejudices, and guided by philofophy, 
" {hall be rendered worthy of liberty, by comprehending its 
" claims.' I 

NOR is it the employment of violent and fanguinary means 
alone, in order to accomplifll political innovations, that this 
enlightened and humane philofopl1y has a tendency to difcou
rage. By extending our views to the whole plan of civil 
fociety, and {hewing us the mutual relations and dependencies 
of its mofi: diftant par~s, it cannOt fail to check that indifcri
miaate zeal againfi: efiablHhed inftitutions, which ari[es from 
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C HAP. partial views of the focial fyftem; as well as to produce a certain 
~ degree of 1ceptieifm with refpeCt to every change, the fuccefs 

of which is not infured by the prevailing ideas aRd manners of 
the age. Sanguine and inconfiderate projeCts of reformation 
are frequently the offspring of clear and argumentative and 
fyftematical underftandings; but rarely of'comprehenfive minds. 
For checking them, indeed, nothing is fo effeCtual, as a general 
furvey of the complicated ftruClure of fociety. Even although 
fueh a furvey fhouid be fuperficiaJ, provided it be conducted on 
an extenfive fcale, it is more ufefuJ, at leaft, for this purpofe, 
than the: moft minute and fuccefsful inquiries, which are cir~ 

cumfcribed within a narrow circle. If it alCuld teach us no
thing elfe, it will at IeaLl: fatisfy us of the extreme difficulty of 
prediaing, with confidence, the remote effeCl:s of new arrange~ 
ments; and that the perfeCtion of political wifdom confills, not 
in incumbering the machine of government with new contri
vances to obviate every partial inconvenience, but in removing 
gradually, and imperceptibly, the obRades which diRurb the 
order of nature, and (as Mr. Addifon fomewhere expreifes it) 
~I in grafting upon her inftitutions." 

WHEN the reconomical fyftem, indeed, is firft prefented to 
the mind, and when we compare the perfeCtion which it ex
hibits, with the aCl:ual ftate of human affairs, it is by no means 
u~natural, that it .fhould fugged plans of reformation, too violent 
and {udden to he praaicable. A ~ore complete acquaintance, 
however, with the fubjeCt. will e.tr~auaUy c,ure thefe firft 1m
preBionst by poiIUing out to us the mifchiefs to be apprehended 
from an injudicious combination of theoretical perfeaion with 

tlllf 
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o'Qr eftablilhed laws, prejudices, and manners. As the various un
natural modes and habits of living, to which the bodily 1:0nftitll
tion is gradually reconciled by a courre of luxurious indulgences, 
have fuch a tendency to corred: each other's eifeas, as to render 
a partial return to a more fimple regimen, a dangerous, and, 
fometimes, a fatal experiment; fo it is pomble, that many of 
our imperfeCt political inftitutions may be fo accommodated t() 
each other, that a partial execution of the moll: pJaufible and 
equitable plans of reformation, might tend, in the firft inftance, 
to fruftrate thofe important purpofes which we are anxious to 

promote. Is it not poffible, for example, that the influence 
which is founded on a refpeCt for hereditary rank, may have 
its ufe in counteraCting that ariftocracy which arifes from in
equality of wealth; and which fa many laws and prejudices 
cOllfpire to [upport? That the former fpecies of influence is 
rapidly declining of itfelf, in confequence of the progrefs which 
commerce and philofophy have already made, is fufficiently ob. 
vious; and, I think, it may reafonably be doubted, whether a 
well-wilber to man1dnd would be difpofed to accelerate its de
ftruCtion, till the true principles of political reconomy are com
pletely unoerftood and acknowledged by the world. 

V AIUOUS other examples might be produced, to ilIuf
trate the dangers to be apprehended from the partial influence 
of general principles in politics; or, in other words, from an 
exclufit'e attention to particular circumftances in the political 
order, without comprehenfive views of the fubjeCt. It is only 
flPOD.a limited mind, therefore, that luch ftudies will produce a 
paJiiOtl for violent innovatiol)8. In more compreheufive and 
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enlightened underftanding<, their natural effect is caution anJ 

diRidence with refpeCl: to the iffue of every experi~ent, o£ 
which we do not perceive diftinCl:ly all the remote coufe

qucnces. Nor is this caution at all inconGftent with a firm 
confidence in the certainty of that ui,"mph which truth and 

Uberty muft infallibly gain ill the end over error and injuftke. 
On the contrary, it is a natural and obviOlJ,s confequence of fueh 

a conviction; inafmuch as the fdme arguments on which this. 
conviCl:ion is founded, prove to us, that the progrefs of man
kind towards the perfeCtion of the fo"ial order, muft neccfI"arily, 
in every cafe, be gradual; and that it muil be diverfified in the 
ilourfe it takes, according to the fituations and characters of 

nations. To direCl:, and, as far as pollible, to accelerate, this 

progrefs" ought to be the great aim of the enlightened ftatef

ma.n, and, indiled, of every man who willies well to his 
ijlecies; but it is neceffary for him always to remember, that 
~nfiQerable alterations in the efi:abli(h.ed oyder, are very fe1dom 
to be effected immediately and directly by political regulations; 

and that they are, in all cafe&, moil fuccefsful and moil: per

manent, when they are accomphilied gradually by natural 

caufes, freed f1"om thofe reftraints which had formerly checked 

their operation. In the governments, indeed, of modern Eu

rope, it is much mQre necetfary t.o aboli1h old inftirutions, than 

.to introduce new oneil; and if this r.eformation be kept fteadily 

in view, and not pulhed farther at any time thlUl circumftances 
ren. -expedient, oc the idqae of the times Fel;Qlfl1l1end, the 
dential principles of a more pf;l"~a: ordel: of things, will gra

dually e&bli1h tbemfel'los, :w4hQut any cOll,vliliion. 

ACCORDING 
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ACCORt)UW to this view of the fubjeCt, the fpecul.ltion con
cerning the perfeCt order of fociety, is to be regarded IDrTri) as 

a defcription of the ultimate objects at which the ftate[mal1 
cught to aim. The tranquillity of his adminHlration, and the 
immediate fuccefs of his meafures, depend on his good fenfe, 
and his praaicalikill. And his theoretical principles only enable 
him to direct his mea[ures fteadilyand wifely, to promote the 
improveml?nt and hllpphefs of mankind j and prevent bim from 
being evet led all:ray from thefe important objects, by more 
limited views of temporary expedience. 

BEl-'ORE taking leave of this fubject, it may be proper for 
me to attempt obviating, a little more fully than I have done, 
an objeCtion which has been frequently drawn, from the paft 
experience of mankind, againll: that fuppofition of their pro
greffive improvement, on which all the foregoing reaionings 
proceed. How mournful are the vicifiitudes which hill:ory ex
hibits to us, ill the courfe of human affairs; and how little 
foundation do they afford to our fanguine profiJects concerning 
futurity! If, in thofe parts of the earth which were formerly 
inhabited by barbarians, we now fee the moft fplendid exertions 
of genius, and the happiefl: forms of civil policy, we behold 
others which, in antient times, were the feats of fdence, of 
civili[ation~ and of liberty, at prefent immerfed in fuperftition, 
and laid walle by defpotifm. Mter a ihort .period of civil, of 
Ulilitary,. and of literary glory, the profpeC't has changed at 
once: the career of degeneracy has hegun, and has proceeded 
till it could advance no farther; or fome unf.orefecn calamity 
hu occurred, whlch has obliterated, for a time, all memory of 

forma 
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fol'lDU improvements, and has condemned mankind to re-trace, 
fiep by fiep, the fame path by which their forefathers had l'ifen 
to greatnefs. In a word; on fuch a retrofpeClive view of hu
man affairs, man appears to be the l1lere fport of fortune and of 
accident; or rather, he appears to be doomed, by the condition 
of his nature, to run alternately the career of improvement 
and of degeneracy; and to realifc the beautiful but melan
choly fable of Sifyphus, by an .eternal !len ovation of hope and 
<Jf difappointment. 

IN op.po!ition to theft' difcouraging views of the fiate and 
progreIs of man; it may be remarked in general, that in the 
cour[e of thefe latter ages, a variety of events have happened'in 
the hifiory of the world, which render the condition of the 
human race dfentially different frolll what it ever was among 
the nations of antiquity; and which, of confequence, render 
aU our reafonings concerning their future fortunes, in [0 far as 
they are founded merely on their paft experience, unphilofo
phieal and inconclulive. The alterations which have taken 
place in the art of war, in confequence of the invention of fire
arms, and of the modern fcience of fortification, have given to 
civiHfed nations a fecurity againft the irruptions of barbarians, 
which they never before potfeifed. The more extended, and 
the more conftant intercourfe, which the improvements in com~ 
l'Oerce and in the art of navigation have opened; among the 
diftant quarters of the globe. ca~9t rail to operate in under~ 
mining local and national prejudices, and in imparting to the 
whole fpecies the inteUefrual acqulfitions of each particular com
munity. The accumulated ~xper;ente of ages h~$ already 

taught 
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taught the rulers of mankind, that the mon fruitful and thc mon 
permanent fourees of revenue, are to be derived, not from COG

que-red and tributary provinces, but from the internal pro[pe
rity and wealth of their own fubjeCls :-and the fame experi
ence now begins to teach nations, that the increafe of their own 
wealth, [0 far from depending on the poverty and deprcffion 
of their neighbours, is intimately conneCled with their indufiry 
and opulence; and, confequently, that thofe commercial jea
louGes, which have hitherto been fo fertile a fource of animofity 
among different nates, are founded entirely on ignorance and 
prejudice. Among all the circum fiances, however, which dif
tingui!h the prefent nate of m;lOkind from that of antient nations, 
the invention of printing is by far the mofi important; and, 
indeed, this fingle event, independently of every other, is fuf
£Icient to change the whole courfe of human affairs. 

THE influence which printing is likely to have on the future 
binory of the world, has not, I think, been hitherto examined, 
by philofophers, with. the attention which the importance of 
the fubjeCl deferves. One reafon for this may, probably, have 
been, that, as the invention has never been made but once, it 
has been conGdered rather as the effeCl of a fortunate accident, 
than as the refult of thofe general caufes on which the progrefs 
of fociety feems to depend. But it may be reafonably quef
tioned, how far this idea be jun. For, although it filould be 
allowed. that the invention of printing was accidental~ with re
fpea: to the individual who made it, it may, with truth, be 
ccnftdcred as the natural refult of a ftate of the world, when a 
msanber of great and tOlltiguoU8 nations are all engaged in the 
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fu.18t ()f literature, in the purfait of fcien.ce. and in the prat ... 
tie'e of the arts! infomuch, that I do not think it extravagant 
to affirm, that, if this irtvention had not been made by the 
particular perfon to whom it is afcribed, the fame art, or fome 
analogous art, anfwering a fimilar purpofe, would have infal
libly been invented by fome other perfon, and at no very dif
tant period. The art of printing, therefore, is entitled to be 
confidered as a fiep in the natural hitl:ory of man, no lefs than 
the art of wiiting; and they who are fceptical about the future 
progrefs of the race, merely in confequcnce of its raft hiftory, 
reafon- as utlphilofophically, as the member of a favage 
tribe, w11O, deriving hie own acquaintance with former times 
from oral tradition only, ihould affe8: to call in queftion the 
efficacy of written records, in accelerating the progrefs of know
ledge and of civilifation. 

Wn AT will be the parthtular effeCl:s of this invention, (which 
l1as been, hitherto, much checked in its operation, by the rc
ftraints on the liberty of the prefs in the greater part of Eu
rope,) it is beyond the reach of human f.1gacity to conjecture; 
but, in general, we m.ay venture to predid: with 'Coa6dencc, 
tliat,' in ~ery oeuntry, it will gradually operate to widen the 
circle of fcience and civilifation; to diftribute more equali1, 
a1ttong all tbe members of th~ community, the advantages of 
the political union; and to enlarge the bafm of tqtdtable go
~ents, by increafing the rtumber of thofe w1\o und'erftaad 
~ ",atue, and are int~fted to cttfend them. The {dend of 
legiDarlon. too, with all the other brancfles of knowled~ wt\i<!b 
, are totl.~d 'trim htmIab tmpt'01'e'ment, may be ec:~t\f to 
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advance with rapidity; and, in proportion as the opiniom and 

inftitutions of men approach to truth and to ju£lice, they wlll 
be fecured againft thofe revolutions to which human affairs 
ha'"C always been hitherto fubjea:. Opillirmum enim commenta 

delet diel, naturtC judtcia conjirmat. 

THE revolutions incident to the democratical £lates of anti

quity furniih no folid objeCtion to the foregoing obfervations : 
for none of thefe flates eAjoyed the advantages which modern 

times derive from the diffufion, and from the rapid circulation 

of knowledge. In thefe frates, moft of the revolutions whicb 

happened, arofe from the frruggles of demagogues, who em
ployed the paffions of the multitude, in fubferviency to their 
own interell: and ambition; and to all of them, the iugeniow 
and ftriking remark of Hobbes will be found applicable; that 

" Demooracy is nothing but an ariftocracy of orators, inter

" rupted fometimes by the temporary monarchy of a fingle 

" orator." While this continued to be the cafe, democratical 
conll:itutions were, undoubtedly, the mo£l unfavourable of any 
toO the tranquillity of mankind j and the only way to preferve 

the order of fociety was, by fkilfully balancing againft each other, 
the prejudices, and the feparate interefts of different orders of 
Cltlzens. That [uch balanees, however, will every day become 
lefs necetrary for checking the turbulence of the democratical 
{pirit in free governments, appears probable from this j that 
among the various advantages to be expeCted front the liberty 
of the prefs, one of the greateft is, the effeCl: which it muft 
necetrarily have in diminilhing the influence of popular elo

quence; both by curing men ()f thofe prejudices upon which· 
M m it 
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C HAP. it operates, and by fubjeaing it to the irrefJftihle coatrol of 
IV. 

La r-....J ealightened opinions. In the repuWican frates of antiquity, the 
eloquence of demagogues was indeed a dangerous engine of 
faaion, while it afpired to govern nations by ita unlimited fway 
in direCting popular councils. :But, now, when the effufions 
of the orator are, by means of the prefs, fubjefred to the im
mediate tribunal of an inquifitive age, the eloquence of legif
Ill.tiV'e affemblies is forced to borrow its tone from the fpirit of 
the times; and if it retains its afcendant in human affairs, it 
can only be, by lending its aid to the prevailing caufe, and to 
the permanent interell:s of truth and of freedom. 

OF the progrefs which may yet be made in the different 
branches of moral and political philofophy, we may form fome 
idea, from what has already happened in phyfics, fince the time 
that Lord Bacon united, in one ufeful direCl:ion, the labours of 
thofe who cultivate that fdence. At the period when he wrote, 
phyfics was certainly in a more hopelefs frate, than that of moral 

and political philofopby in the prefent age. A perpetual fuc
ceffion of chimerical theories had, till theA, amufed the world; 
and the prevailing opinion was, tbat the cafe would continue to 
be the fame for ever. Why then 1hQuld we dcfpair of the com
petency of the human faculties to eftabli1h folid and permanent 
f}'ftems, upon other fubjeCl:s, which are of frill more ferious 
importance? Phyfics, it is true, is free from many diffu:ultiea 
whidl obftrua our progrefa in moral and polidtal inquiries; but~ 
perhaps. this advantage may be more than counterbalanced 
b" the Kndency they have to enpga a more univerfal, an4 
a saore urneft: attClltiona ill coAfequencc: of their coming_ 

home 
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home more immediately to our " buGnefs and our bofGtns." 
When thefe fciences too begin to be profecuted on a regular 
and fyftematical plan, their improvement will go on with an 
accelerated velocity j not only as the number of .fi>eculacive 
minds will be every day increafed by the diffufion of know
ledge, but as an acquaintance with the juil: rules of inquiry, 
will more and more place important difcoveries within the reach 
of ordinary underftandings. "Such rules" (fays Lord Baoon) 
" do, in fame fort, equal men's wits, and leave no great advan
u tage or pre-eminence to the perfeCl: and excellent motions of 
" the fpirit. To draw a il:raight line, or to defcribe a circle, 
" by aim of hand only, there muil: be a great difference be
" tween an unf!:eady and unpraCUfed hand, and a fteady and 
" practifed; but, to do it by rule or compafs, it is mnch 
" alike." 

N OR mutt we omit to mention the value which the art of 
printing communicates to the mof!: limite4 exertions of literary 
induf!:ry, by treafuring them up as materials for the future exa
mination of more enlightened inquirers. In this refpeCl: the 
ptefs beftows upon the {dences, an advantage fomewtlat analo
gous to that which the mechanical arts derive from the divifion 
of labour. As in thefe arts, the exertions of an uninformed 
multitude, are united by the comprehenfive Ikill of tl;c: amil, 
in the accomplHhment of effects aftoniihing by their magnitude, 
and by the compl~cated ingenuity they difplay; fa, in the 
{ciences, the abfervations and conjeCtures of obfcure individuals 
~tr thofe fubjelts which are level to their capacities, and which 
411 under their own immediate 'notice, accumulate for a courfe 
, ' M JJl' 2 of 
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of years i till at laft, fome philofopher arlfes, who combine. 
thefe fcattered materials, and.exhibit6, in his fyftem, not merely 
the force of a fingle mind, but the i[1tellefrual power of the age 
in which he lives. 

I T is upon there Ian confiderations, much more than on the 
efforts of original genius, that I would reLl: my hopes of the 
progrefs of the race. What genius alone could accompliih in 
fcience, the world has already feen: and I am ready to fub
{cribe to the opinion of thofe who think, that the fplendor of 
its pall exertions is not likely to be obfcured by the fame of 
future phirofophers. . But the experiment yet remains to be 
tried, what lights may be threwn en. the moft impcttant of aU 
fubjeas t by the free difcuffions of inquifitive nations, unfet .. 
tered by prejudice, and ftimulated in their inquiries by every 
motive that can awaken whatever is either generous or felfiih in 
human nature. How trifling are the effeCts which the bodily 
ftrength of an individual is able to produce, (however great 
may be his natural endowments,) when compared with thofe 
which have been accompliihed by the confpiring force of an 
ordinary multitude? It was not the fingle arm of a Thefeus, or 
.a Hercules, but the handa of fuch men as ourfelves, that, in 
antient Egypt; raifed thofe monuments of architeCture, whid~ 
,remain from age to age, to atteLl: the wonders of combined and 
,of perfevering indufiry; and, while they humble ~e import
ance of the individual, to exalt the dignity, and to animate the 
labours, of the (pecies. . ' 

THESE views with refpe& to the probable improvernCQt 
of the world, are fo conducive to the comfort of thofe who 

entertaiQ 
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entertain them, that even, although they were founded in C HAP. 

delufion, a wife man would b~ difpofed to cherHh them. , .:::.:...
What 1hould have induced fome refj>ed:abJe writers to controvert 
them, with fo great an afperity of expreffion, it is not eafy to 
conjecture; for whatever may be thought of their truth, their 
practical tendency is furely favourable to human happinefs i 
nor can that temper of mind, which difpofes a man to give 
them a welcome reception, be candidly fufpected of defigns 
hoftile to the interefts of humanity. One thing is certain, that 
the greateft of all obftacles to the improvement of the world, is 
that prevailing belief of its improbability, which damps the ex-
ertions of fo many individuals; and that, in proportion as the 
contrary opinion becomes general, it realifes the event which it 
leads us to anticipate. Surely, if any thing can have a tendency 
to call forth in the public fervice the exertions of individuals, 
it muft be an idea of the magnitude of that work in which they 
are confpiring, and a belief of the permanence of thofe benefits, 
which they confer on mankind by every attempt to inform and 
to enlighten them. As in antient Rome, therefore, it was re-
garded as the mark of a good citizen, never to defpair of the 
fortunes of the republic ;-fo the good citizen of the world, 
whatever may be the political afpea of his own times, will ne-
ver defpair of the fortunes of the human race; but will aCt 
upon the conviction, that prejudice, !lavery, and corruption, 
muft gradually give way to truth, liberty, and virtue; and that, 
in the moral world, as well as in the material, the farther 
our obfervations extend, and the longer they are continued, 
th~ more we fball perceive of o~der and of benevolent defign in 
t,he unjverfe. 

NOR 
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No .. Js this change in the condition of man, in confequence 
of the pragrefil of reafon, by any means contrary to the general 
analogy .of his natural hillory. In the infancy of the individual, 
bis exiftence is p.referved by inftinfrs, which difappear after. 
wards, when tbey are no longer neceffary. In the favage llate 
.of our fpedes, there are inftinas which feem to form a part of 
the human c:onftitution; and of which no traces remain in thofe 
periods of fodety in which their ufe is fuperfeded by a more 
enlarged experienc't. Why then lhould we deny the probability 
.of fomething fimilar to this, in the hillory of man confidered in 
his political capacity P I have already had occafion to obferve, 
that the governments which the world has hitherto feen, have 
feldom or never taken their rife from deep-laid fcbemes of hu
man policy. In every ftate of fociety which has yet exifted, the 
multitude has, in general, aaed from the immediate impulfe 
of paaion, or from the preffure of their wants and neceffities; 
and, therefore, what we. commonly call the political order, is, 
at leall, in a great meafure, the refult of the pamons and want& 
of man, combined with the circumftances of his fituation; or, 
in other words, it is chiefly the refult of the wifdom of nature. 
So beautifully, indeed, do thefe pamons and circumRances aa: 
in fubfervieney to her defigns, and Co invariably have they been 
found, in the hiftory of paR ages, to conduCl: men in time to 
certain beneficial arrangements, that we can hardly bring our
{elves to believe, that the end was not forefeen by thofe who 
were engaged in the purl'uit. Even in thofe rude periods of 
{ociety, when, like the lower animals, he fo1lows blindly his 
inftinClive priltipJes of aaion, he ill led by an inviflble hand, 
and contributes hi81hare to the execution of a plan, of the uture 
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and advantages of which he has no conception. The opera
tions of the bee, when it begins, for the firA: time, to form 

its cell, conveys to us a ftriking image of the eHbrts of un

enlightened man, in conduaing the operations of an infant 
government. 

A GREAT variety of prejudices might be mentioned, which 
are found to prevail univerfally among our fpedes in certain . 
periods of fadety, and which feem to be elfentially necelfary 
for maintaining its order, in ages when men are unable to com

prehend the purpates for which governments are inftituted. 

As fociety advances, thefe prejudices gradualIr lofe their inHn. 

ence on the higher claffes, and would probably foon difappear 
altogether, if it were not found expedient to prolong their 

exiftence, as a fource of authority over the multitude. In an 
age, however, of univerfal and of unreftrained diCcuffion, it is 
impoffible that they can long maintain their empire; nor ought 

we to regret their decline, if the important ends to which they 
have been fubfcrvient in the paft dperienee of mankind, are 

fOWld to be accomplHhed by the growing light of philofophy, 
On this fuppofition, a hiftory of human prejudices, in fo far as 

they have fupplied the place of more enlarged political views, 
may, at fome future period, furoilli to the philofopher a fubjeCl: 

of fpeculation, no lefs pleafing and infirudive, than that bene
ficent ~ifdom of nature, which guides the operations of the 
lower animals; and which, even in our own {pecies, takes upon 

itfelf the care of the individual in the infancy of human reafon. 

I HAVE only to obferve farther, that, in proportion as thefe 
iI,rorpeds, with refpeCl: to \hc progrefs of rearon, the diffufion 
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of knowledge, and the confequent improvement of mankind; 
thalt be realifed; the politica}. hiA:ory of the world will be re
gulated by A:eady and uniform caufes, and the philofopher will 
be enabled to form probable conjeCtures with refpeCl: to the fu
ture courre of human affairs. 

IT is juftly remarked by Mr. Hume, that "what depends 
" on a few perfons is, in a great meafure, to be afcribed to 

,1 chance, qr fecret and unknown caufes: what arifes from a 

" great number, may often be accounted for by determinate 

" and known ranfes." "To judge by this rule," (he con
tinues,) "the domelHc and the gradual revolutions of a fiate 
" muA: be a more proper objeCt of reafoning and obfervation. 

" than the foreign and the violent, which are commonly pro .. 
ce duced by fingle perfons, and are more influenced by whim, 
" folly, or caprice, than by general paffions and intereRs. The 
" depreffion of the Lords, and rife of the Commons, in Eng

" land, after the nat utes of alienation and the increafe of trade 
" and indufiry, are'm,pre eafily accounted for by general prin
ce ciples, than the depreffion of the Spaniih, and rife of the 

" French monarchy, after the death of Charles the Fifth. Had 
" H.arrythe Fourth, Clrdinal ltichlieu, and LouIs the Four
" teenth, been Spaniards; . and Philip the Second, Third, and 
" Fourth, and Charles the Second, been French~en; the hiftory 
u' of thefe nations had been entirely reverfed." 

FROM thefe principles, it would feern to be a necelTary con
fequence. that, in proportion as the circumftances lhall operate 

wbkh I have been endea'n>uripg to illufirate, the whole fyftem 
of 
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of llutn.1!} affairs, including both the domeftic order of Codety C HAP. 
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in particular frates, and the relations which exifr among ditte- • • • 
rent communities, in confequence of war and negotiation, will 
be fubjel!:ted to tb,fe influence of caufes which are "know~ and 
"determinate." Thofe domeftic affairs, which, according to 
Mr. Hume, are already proper fubjeCl:s of reafoning and ob
fervation, in confequence of their dependence on general, in-
terefts and paffions, will become fo, more and more, daily, as 
prejudices {hall decline, •• nd knowledge {hall be di1fufed among" •• 
the lo""er orders: while the relations among di~rent frates, 
whkh have depended hitherto, in a great meafure, on the 
" whim, foUy, and caprice," of fingle perfqns, will be gra-
dually more and more regulated by the general interefrs of the 
individuals who compofe them, and by the popular opinions of 
more enlightened times. Already, during the very !hort inter .. 
val which has elapfed fince the publication of Mr. Burne's 
writings, an aftonilhing change has taken place in Europe.l' The 
myfteries of courts have been laid open; the influence of {eeret 
negotiation on the relative fituation of frates has declined; and 
the ftudies of thore men whofe public fpi;it or ambition devotes 
them to the fervice of their country, have been diverted from 
the intrigues of cabinets, and the detail .. of the dipl.omatic code, 
to the liberal ancf manly purfuit8 of political philofophy. 

N 
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CHAPTER F 1FT H. 

Of the Affociation of Ideas. 

C HAP. T FI E fubjeCl: on whieh I am now to enter, naturally,.di-
L v.~ videa itfelf into two Parts. Tie Firft, relates to the 

.. ~ of 

influence of Affociatioo, in regulating the fucceffion of our 
thoughts; the Second, to its influence on the intelleaual 
powers, and on the moral charatler, by the more intimate and 
ibdiffolubIe combinations which it leads us to form in infancy 
and in early youth. The two inquiries, indeed, run ioto each 
other; but it will contribute much to the order of our fpeeu .. 
lations, to keep the foregoing arrangement in view. 

PAR T FIR S T. 

Qf the Influence of Atrociation in regulating the Su~ceffion, 

~'our Tl1oughts. 

SEC T ION I: 

Gctleral Ol?ftroation.r on this Part if ollr Co'!/litt/llifJtI, (1114 on tht 
Langllage of Philojophers 'With r~CI to il. 

T HAT one thought is: often fuggefted to the mind by 
another; and that the fiW~' of an external obje8: often 

recalls fonner occurrences,' and revives former feelings, are 

faC.ta 
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falls which are perfeCtly familial', even to thofe who arc tile leaft 
difpofed to fpeculate concerning the principles of their nature. 
In paffing along a road which we have formerly travelled in the 
company of a friend, the particulars of the converfation in which 
we were then engaged, arc frequently fuggefted to us by the ob. 
jeCts we meet with. In fuch a [cenc, we recolleCl: that a particular 
fubjeCl: was ftarted; and, in paffing the different houfes, and 
plantations, and rivers, the arguments we were difcuffing when 
we laft filw them, rec.., fj)ontaneoully to the memory. The 
connexioll which is formed in the mind between the words of a 
language and the ideas they denote; the connexion which is 
formed between the different words of a dilcourfe we have 
committed to memory; the eonnexion between the different 
notes of a picce of mufic in the mind of the mufician, are all 
obvious inftances of the fame general law of our nature. 

THE influence of perceptible objects in reviving former 
thoughts and former feelings, is more particularly remarkable. 
After time has, in fame degree, reconciled us to the death of a 
friend, how wonderfully are we affeCl:ed the firft time we 
enter the houfe where he lived! Every"thing we fee; the apart
ment where he ftudied; the chair upon which he fat, rccal to us 
the happioefs we have efJjoyed together; and we 1hould feel it 
a fort of violation of that re1peCl: we owe to his membry, to 
engage ill any ~ht or indifferent difcourfe when {uch objeCl:s 
are before us. In the cafe, too, of thofe remarkable fcenes 
which intereft the curiofity, from the memorable perfons or 
tranfaCtions which we have been accuftomed to conneCl: with 
tAcDl in die c:~fe of our ftudtes, the ~ancy is more awakened 

N n 'I by 
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by the adual perception of the fcene itfelf, than by the mere 
conception or imagination of it. Hence the pleafure we enjoy 
in vifiting claffical ground i in beholding the retreats which in
fpired the genius of our favourite authors, or the fields which 
have been dignified by exertions of heroic virtue. How feeble 

are the emotions produced by the U"elieft conception of modern 
Italy, to what the poet felt, when, amidft the ruins of Rome, 

" He drew th' lOfpirlOg bre~h of antient arts, 
(( -And trod the facred walks 
" Where, at each ftep. imagination burns'" I" 

THE well-known effeCl: of a particular tune on Swifs regi
ments when at a diftance from home, furni!hes a very {hiking 
iUuftration of the peculiar power of a perception, or of an im
preffion on the fenfes, to awaken afTociated thoughts and feel
ings: and numberlefa faCts of a fimilar nature muO: have 
occurred to every perfon of moderate fenfibility, in the courfe 
of his own experience. 

" 'VJlII.ST we were at dinner," (fays Captain Kin~,) "in 
Ie this miferahle hut, on the. hanks of the river Awa.tika; the 
(C guells of a people with whofe e,;iftence we had before been 
,~ fearce acquainted) and at the extremity of the habitable. 
ic globe; a (olitary, half-worn pewter [poon, wr,bore t/Pe wu 
" faQliliar; to US, attraAed our attention t ami, on .examination, 
" we found it ftamped on \lle baGk with ~lle word Londen,. 

, "~unque ingredhn\lf." (lays QcetO, fpeaking of AtheM~) "in ali
" ....... 1'tiIoriaaa veligitun poUJsU8. .. 

" I cannot 
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" I cannot pars over this circumftance in menee, out of grati
" tude for the many pleafant thoughts, the anxious hopes, and 
" tender remembrances, it excited in us. Thofe who have ex
" perienc:ed the efFecb that long abfence, and extreme diftance 
" from their native country, produce on the mind, will readily 
" conceive the pleafure fuch a trifling incident can give." 

TH E difference between the effect of a perception and an 
idea, in awakening affociated thoughts and feelings, is finely
defcribed in the introduction to the fifth book De jinibul. 

" WE agreed," (fays Cicero,) " that \1\'e fhould take Our 
" afternoon's walk in the academy, as at that time of the day 
" it was a place where there was no refort of company. Ae
" eordingly, at the hour appointed, we went to Pifo's. We 
" paffed the time in cOllverfing on different matters during our 
" thort walk from the double gate, till we came to the aea
" deroy, that juftly celebrated fpot j which, as we wifhed, we 
" found a perfea: folitude." "I know not," ((aid Pifo,) 
" whether it be a natural feeling, or an iIlufion of the imagina
" tion founded on habit, that we are more powerfully affected 
" by the fight of thofe plaJ:es which have been much fre
" quented by ilIuftriou8 men, than when we either Iitlen to the 
" recital, or r~ad the detail, of thek great actions. At this 
" mOllllCJ)t, 1 reel ftrongly that emotion which I fpeak of. I 
" fee before me, the perfea: form of Plato, who was wont tQ 

" difpute in this very place: there gardens not only recal him 
" to ~y Qlc~ry, but prefeJlt his very perfon to my fenCes. I 
" faster to myfeJ£, that here ftood Speufippus; there Xenocrates, 

2 " and 
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C H A 1'. C( .and here, on this bench, fat his difciple Polema. To m~, 
Y. 

,---, ." cur antient fenate-houfe {eems peopled with the like vifionllry 
'" forms; for, often, when I enter it, the fhades of Scipio, of 
CI Cato, and of Lzlius, and, in particular, of my vene
" uble grandfather, rife to my imagination. In fhort, fuch 
cc is the effeCt of local fituation in recalling affociated ideas 
CI to the mind, that it is not without reafon, fome philofo
" phers have founded on this principle a. fpedes of artificial 
" memory." 

THJS eff"eA: of perceptible objeCts, in awakening affoci
ated thoughts and affociated feelings, fcerns to ariCe, in a 
great mea[ure, from the permanence of the irnpreffions which 
fuch objeCts produce. Before one idea can fuggeA: another 
idea, it muA: itfelf difappcar; and a train, perhapll, fucceeds, to 
which the firA: bears a very flight relation. But, in the cafe of 
perception, the objeCt remaiJ;ls before us; and introduces to the 
mind, one after another, all the various ideas and emotions with 
which it has any connexion. 

1 ALREADY obferved, that the connexions which exift among 
our thoughts, have been.long familiarly known to the vulgar, 
118 well as to philofophers. It is, indeed, only of late, that 
We have been poffeffed of an appropriated phrafe tp exprefs 
them; but that the general faCt is not a 1'IOeIlt~v<ery, 
may be inferred from many <of the, com'moU maxim'S of pru:' 
dence and of llropriety, which ha"t plainb' been fugge6,:ed by 
an attention to this part of Ol)f coaffitution. When we Jay it 
down, for example, as a general rule, to avoid in cOrlverfation 

7 ~l 
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art expreffions, and all topics of difc~urfe, which have any 
l'elation, however remote,. to ideas of an unpleafant natUll:!, we 
plainly proceed on the fuppofition that there are certain con
nexions among our thoughts, which have an influence over the 
GIrder of their fucceffion. It is unneceffary to remark, how much 
Qf the comfort and good-humour of focial life depends on an' 
attention to this confideration. Such attentions are more par
ticularly effential in our intercourfe with men. of the world; 
for the commerce of fociety has a wonderful eff"eCl: in increafing 
the quicknefs and the facility with which we aifociate all ideas 
which have any reference to lif.:! and manners *; and, of con
fequence, it muA: render the fenfibility alive to many circum
frances which, from the remotenefs of their relation to the
fituation and hiliory of the partics, would Qtherwife have pro
duced no impreffion. 

WHEN an idea, howev6f, is thus fuggefted by aifociation, it 
produces a flighter impreffion? or, at leall, it produces its im
preffion more gradually, than if it were pre[ented more directly 
;uld immediately to the mind. And hence, wben we are under. 
a neceffity of communicating any difagreeable information to 
another,. delicacy leads us, infiead of mentioning the thing 

• The fupenority which the man of the world po{fc{fcs over the rrclufe O:udent, 
ia his knowledge of mankiild, is partly the refult of'this quicknefs and facility 
of' aifociaw... Thore trilling circumO:ances in converfation and behaviour, 
",hid!, to the. latter, convey only their moll: obvious and avowed meaning, J;!,J" 
cwen to the. former. many of tho trains of thought which arc connected with 
the~J 10(1 frequently give him a diO:inct view of a charatler, 011 that very fide. 
~ it'it f\\~Ced to be moft-~aled'frmp his obfmatiom 

itfelf,., 

'r'J'J 
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C'H A 1'. itfelf, to mention fomething eIfe from which our meaning may 
~ be underllood. In this manner, we prepare our hearj!rs for the 

unwelcome intelligence. 

THE diftinCtion between grofs and delicate flattery, is'founded 
upon the fame principle. As nothing is lllore offenGve than 
flattery which is direct and pointed, praiJe is confidered as happy 
and elegant, in proportion to the flightneis of the afi'ociations by 
which it is conveyed. 

To ~hi!\ tendency which onf' thought lIas to introduce ano
ther, philofophers have given the name of the A.Ifociation if' 
ideas; and, as I would not wiill, excepting in a cafe of necef
fity, to depart from common language, or to expofe mrfelf to 
the charge of delivering old doctrines in a new form, I fhall 
continue to make ufe of the fame expreffion. I am fenfible, 
indeed, that the expreffion is by no means unexceptionable j 
and that, if it be ufed (as it frequently has been) to compre
hend thofe laws by which the fuccellion of all our thoughts 
and of all our mental operations is regulated, the word idea 
mull be underftood in a fenfe much more extenfive than it is 
oommonly employe~ in. k is very juftly remarked by Dr. Reid, 
that" memory, judgment, reafoning, pallions, affeCtions, and 
" purpofes; in a word, every operation of the min<!, except
" ing thofe of fenCe, is exci~ occarlO~ in the tr.aia Df our 
" thoughts: Co that, if we Q1ake the train of our thoughts to" 

" be only a train of ideas, the word it/ell. Bluft be underftoo4 
" to denote all thcfe operation&. It In continuing. therefore, to 

employ 
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emptoy, upon this fubjeCt, that language, which has been 

conlecrated by the practice of our beft philofophical writers itl 
England, I would not be underftood to difpute the advantages 
which might be derived from the introduaion of a new phrafe, 
more precile and more applicable to the faCt. 

THE ingeaious author whom I laA: quoted, feems to think 
that the t1Jociatiol1 of ideas has no claim to be confidered as 
an original principle, or as an ultimate faCt in our nature. 
~, I believe," (fays he,) "that the original principles of the 
" mind, of which we can give no account, but that {uch is 
" our conA:itution, are more in number than is commonly 
"th-ought. But we ought not to multiply them without 
"neceffity. That trains of thinking, which, by frequent repe
" tition have become familiar, ihould fpontaneoully offer them
" felves to our fancy, feems to require no other original qua
" lity but the power of habit." 

WITH this obfervation I cannot agree; becaufe I tbink it 
more philofophical to re101ve the power of habit into the atro
dation of ideas, than to reCoIve the atrociation of ideas into 
habit. 

THE word habit, in the fenfe in which it is commonly em
ployed, expretres that facility which the mind acquires, in 
aU its exertions, both animal and intelleCtual, in confequence 
of pr.c.tice. We apply it to the dexterity of the workman; to 
t~ ~~teJnporary fluenc}' of the orator; to the 'rapidity of the 
~tlcal .t:countant. That this facility is the effeCt of 

praa:ice, 
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C HAP. praeuce, we know from experience to be a faa:: but it does. 
.'- ~'--, not feem to be an ultimate fad, nor incapable of analyfis. 

IN the Elfay on Attention, I {hewed that the dfeCl:s of prac
tice are produced partly on the body, and partly on the mind. 
The mufcles which we employ in mechanical operations, be
come fironger, and become more obedient to the will. This 
is a faCt, of which it is probable that philofophy will never be 
able to give any explanation. 

BU1' even in mcchankal operations, the effeds of praaice 
are produced partly on the mind; and, in fo far as this is the 
cafe, they are refolvable into what philofophers call, the aJ!ocia
lion of ideal; or into that general faa, which Dr. Reid himfel£ 
has fiated, " that trains of thinking, which, by frequent repe
" tition, have become familiar, fpontaneoufly offer themfelves 
" to the mind." In the cafe of habits which are purely intel
leC1:ual, the effeC1:s of praC1:ice refolve themfelves completely 
into this principle: and it appears to me more precife and more 
fatisfaCl:ory, to fiate the principle itfelf as a law of our conftitu
tion, than to flur it over under the condfe appellation of hahi!, 
which we apply in common to mind and to bddy. 

TH l! tendency in the human mind to a-'lfociate or conneCt its 
thoughts together, is fometimes called (but Vf!ty improperly) 
the imagi"ali(Jff, Between ,there'two parts of our eonftitutioht 

there is indeed a very intimate relation ~ and it is probably 
dfrinC to tbh relation, that they have been fo generally con': 
founded under the fame !lame. When the mind i8 occupied 

about 
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about abfent objects of fenfe, (which, I believe, it is habitJlaUy 
in the great majority of mankllld,) its train of thought is merely 
a feries of conceptions; Of, in common language, of imagina
tions *. In the cafe, too, of poetical imagination, it is the a([o
dation of ideas that fupplies the materials out of which its com
binations are formed; and when fuch an imaginary combination 
is become familiar to the mind, it is the aifociation of ideas that 
connects its different parts together, and unites them into one 
whole. The alfociation of ideas, therefore, although perfectly 
difiinct from the power of imagination, is immediately and 
etfentially fubfervient to all its exertions. 

THE fait obiervatfon teems to me to point out, afro, the cir
cumftance which has led the greater part of Englilh writers, to 
u[e the words Imagination and Fancy as fynonymolls. It is 
obvious that a creative imagination, when a perron poifetfes it 
fo habitually that it may be regarded as forming one of the 
characterifiics of his genius, implies a power of Jumm.oning 
up, at pleafure, a particular clafs of ideas; and of ideas related 
to each other in a particular manner; which power can be the 
refult only, of certain habits of aifociation, which the individual 
bas acquired. ~~ is to this power of the mind, which is evi
dently a particular turn of thought, and not one of the com
mon principles of our nature, that our bell: writers (fo far as I 
am able to judge) refer, in general, when they make ufe of 
the wordfoncy: I fay, in general; for in difquifitions of this 

.. Accordingly, Hobbes calls the train of thollght in the mind, "Canre.
" CJlieUtia live {eriet imaginationum." "Per feriem imaginationum intelligo 
., ~ wUUI cogital:ioD.is ad aliam."-LitlATH.ANJ cap. iii. 

002 fu~ 
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C HAP. fort, in which the beft writers are feldom precife and fl:eady 
v 
~ in the employment of words, it is only to their prevailing 

praClice that we can appeal as an authority. What the 
particular relations are, by which thofe ideas are conneCled 
that are fubfervient to poetical imagination, 1- fuaJl not inquire 

at prefent. I think they are chiefly thofe of refemblance and 

analogy. But whatever they may be, the power of fummon
ing them up at plea[ure, a& it is the ground-work of poetical 
genius, i& of fufficient Importance in the human confiitution to 

c:leferve an appropriated name; and, for this purpofe, the word 

latzey yvould appear to be the moil: convenient that our language 

affords. 

DR. REID has fomewhere obferved, that" the part of our 

U conftitution on which the affociation of ideas depends, was 

cc called, by the older Englifh writers, the fiznlo/jl or fancy;tt 
an ufe of the word, we may remark, which coincides, in 

many infiances, with that which I propofe to make of it. It 
c:liffers from it only in this, that there writers applied it to the 

affociation of ideas in general, whereas I refiriC!: its application 

to that habit of affociatiOB, which is fubfervient to poetical 
imagination. 

ACCORDING to the explanation which has now been given 
of the word Fancy, the office of this power is to colleCl: 
materials for the Imagination; and therefore the latter 

power prefuppofcs the former, while the former does not 
DC(:eifarily {uppofe the latter. A maD whofe ha.bits of alfo-o 
ciation pre.fent to him, for illuftrating or embeUithing a 

fubjea~ 
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fubjea, a number of refembling or'of analogous iJeas, we call C HAn, 

a man of fancy; but for an effort of imagination, various I :.: .J 

other powers are neceifary, particularly the powers of tane and 

of judgment; without which, we can hope to produce nothing 
that will be a fouree of pleafure to others. It is the power of 
fancy which fupplies the poet with metaphOl ical IanguJge, and 

with all the analogies which are the foundation of his allufions ; 
but it is the power of imagination that creates the complex 

fcenes he defcribes, and the fictitious characters he delineates. 

To fancy, we apply the epithets of rich or luxuriant; to ima .. 
gination, thofe of beautiful or fublime. 

SEC T ION II. 

Of the PrincipIa if AJfl;ciatioll among our Idea!. 

THE facts which I flated in the former Section, to iIlunrate: 
the tendency of a perception, or of an idea, to fuggeft 

ideas related to it, are fo obvious as to be matter of common 
remark. But tlfe relations which connetl all our th(;lUghts. 

together, and the laws which regulate their fucceffion, werc

but little attended to before the publication of Mr. Hume's 

writings. 

IT is weil known to thofe who are in the leafl: cOllverfant 
wlth the prefent ftate of metaphyfical {cience, that this eminent 

writer lin attemptc(i} to reduce all the principles o£ alI'ociation. 
among 
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among our ideas to three: Refemblance, Contiguity in time 

and place, and eaufe and Effefr. The attempt was great, and 
worth y of his genius; but it has been {hewn by feveral writers 

finee his time *, that his enumeration is not only incomplete, 

but that it is even indillinCl:, fo far as it goes. 

I T is not neceffary for my prefent purpofe, that I {hould enter 

into a critical examination of this part of Mr. Hume's fyftem; 

or that I ihould attempt to fpedfy thofe principles of affociation 

which he has omitted. Indeed, it does not feem to me, that 
the probleln aclmitq of a fatisfactory folution; for there is no 
pollible relation among the objeds of our knowledge, which 
may not ferve to conned: them together in the mind; and, 

therefore, although one enumeration may be more comprehen

five than another, a perfectly complete enumeration is fcarcely 
to be exped:ed . 

.. Sec, in particular, Lord K.limes's Elements of Criticifm, and Dr. Gerard" 
BiTay on Gemus. See alfo Dr. Campbell's Phllofophy of Rhetoric, vol. i. 
p. If},. 

It is obferved by Dr. Beattie, that fomethmg like an attempt to enumerate 
the laws of a-flociatlon is to be found in Anftotle; who, in fpeaking of Recol
ke\!on, infinuatc~, with his ufual brevity, that" the relations, by which we 
Ie are led from one thou~ht to another, in tracillg out, or'bunlinK "fttr," (as he 
'calls it,) .. any particular thought which does iOt immediately oc(;ur, are ehielly 
.e three; RefemblauLe, Contr.triety, and Contiguity." . 

See D1!trtatiMs, Moral and CritIcal, p. 9. Alfo p. 145-

The pafl"age to 'Which Dr. Beattie refere, is as follows: 
'OT*' W-, 1IIIGfAIf'I'IIIIIIWI'-IS-.... ,,~ .. _ "rrr-PfoI' n ... ,",,"rTe:.!Y, p,~ all .1l'I!3-"¥4n • 

.,t'I~. ti, ... MI lI~r. .0.10 .. ,.0 I •• f", Sltpluo,cm ,l1li.,. .. '"1'1' Cl.9fO TH W~, " a1I1\lI TIJOS. lUlU 

.... ~o,., \I Dsnlll, fI ,.. VUft')"')'ll,. .0.12 TIt'/'O 'Y"rr, .. ,; Im'fJ.YllrTl, 

• 4.IllSTOT. tie Mnnw • .d RmUlIlft. ",oL i. p. 68,. Edit. Du V A'Lo 

Not 
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Noa is it merely in confequence of the relations alnong 
things, that our notions of them are aLfociated: they are fre
quently coupled together by means of relations among the 
words which denote them; fuch as a funilarity of Iound, or 
other circumftances ftiH more trifling. The alliteration which 
is fa common in poetry, and in proverbial fayings, feems to 
arife, partly at leaft, from atlOciations of ideas founded on the 
accidental circumftance, of the two words which expreiS them
beginning with the fame letter. 

<c But thoufands die, without or this or that,_ 
<c Die; and endow a College, or a Cat." 

POPE'S Ep. to Lord BATHURST". 

" Ward tried, on Puppies, and the Poor, his drop." 
Id. Imitat. of HORACE. 

This indeed pleafes only on flight occaGons, when it may be 
fuppofed that the mind is in fome degree playful, and under the 
influence of thofe principles of aff"ociation which commonly take 
place when we are carelefs and difengaged. Every perion mult 
be offended_with the fecond line of the following couplet, which 
forms part of a. very fublime defcription of the Divine power: 

" Breathes in our foul, informs our mortal part, 
cc As full, as perfe" in a Hair as Heart. H 

ESSAY on MAN, Ep. i. 

I HA Vi already faid, that the view of the fubjeCl: which I 
proppfe to take, does not require a complete enumeration of our 
priru::iples of affocietion. There is. however, an important dilHnc
tion aQlong them, to which I awl have oc:caGon frequently to 

Jeier; and which, fo w as.I know, has not hitherto attraCl:eq the 
notice 

l3'1 
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-fl'Otice of philofc)phers. The relations upon which fame of tbem 
.are founded, al c perfee!:!), obvious to the mind; thofe which are 

·the foundJtion of others, are difcover:::d only in confequence of 
particular efforts of attention. Of the former kmd, are the 
relations of Refernblancc and Analogy, of Vicinity in time and 

place, and thofe which arife f110m accidental coincidences in the 

found of different words. Thefe, io general, connect our thoughts 

together, when they arc fuffered to take their natural courfe, and 
w hen we are con/cious of little or no afrive exertion. Of the latter 

kind, is the relation of premifes and confequences. and thofe others, 

which rcguhte the train of thought in the mind of the philofo
pher, when he i~ engaged in a particular invefiigation. 

THE facility with which ideas are affociated in the mind, is 
very different in different individuals: a circumfiance which, as 

I null afterwards ibew, lays the foundation of remarkable v,uie
ties among men, both in refpeCl: of genius and of charaCl:er. I 

am inclined, too, to think that, in the other fex (probably in 
confequence of early education) ideas are more eafily affociatcd 
together, than ill the minds of men. Hence the livelinefs 

of their fancy, and the fuperiority they po£fefis in epiftolary 
writing, and in thofe kinds of poetry, in which the plin
cipal recommendations are, cafe of thought and eKpreffiol1. 
Hence, too, the facility with which they contraCt or lofe habits, 
and accommodate their ~iJlds to new fituations; and, I may 

.add, the difpofition they have to that fpedes of fuperfiition 
which is founded on a'ccidental combinations of crrculnfiances. 

The influence which this facility of afIbciation has Oil the power 
of talle, )hall be afterwards confidered. 
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SEC T ION III. 

Of the Power which the Mind hat over the Train oj its 
'ThOllghtt. 

BY means of the Alfociation of Ideas, a confiant current of 

thoughts, if I may ule the expreffion, is made to pars 
through the mind while we are awake. Sometimes the current 
is interrupted, and the thoughts diverted into a new channel, 
in cOllfcqucnce of the ideas fuggcll:cd by other men, or of the 

objects of perccption with which we are furrounded. So com

pletely, however, is the mind in this particular fubjec1:cd to 

phy/lcal laws, that it has been jull:ly obferved *, we cannot, by 

an effort of our will, call up anyone thought; and that the 
train of our ideas depends on caufcs which operate in a manner 
jJlexpjicabJe by 11S. 

THIS obfervation, although it has been cenf11:red as paradoxi
cal, is almofi felf-evident; for to call up a particular thought, 

fuppofes it to be already in the mind. As I {hall have 
frequent occafic.'m, however, to refer to the obfervation 

afterwards, I thaJl endeavour to obviate the only objeCtion. 

By Lord KAIMS, and others. 

P P which,. 
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which t I think, can reafonably be urged again[\;' it; and which. 
is founded on that operation of the mind which is commonly 

called recolleCtion or intentional memory. 

I T is evident, that before we attempt to recolleCt the particular 

circumftances of any event, that event in general muft have been 

an object of our attention. W "K~emember the outlines of 
the fiory, but cannot at firft give" a complete account of it. 

If we willi to recal thefe circumftances, there are only two 

ways in which we can proceed. We muft tither form different 

fuppofitiom, and thcu wniider which of there tallics beft with 

the other circumftances of the evellt; or, by revolving in our 

mind the circumftances we remember, we muft endeavour to 

excite the recollection of the other circumftances alT{Jciatcd with 
them. The £Irft of thefe procdfes is, properly fpeaking, an 

inference of reafon, and plainly furnHhes no exception to the 

doctrine already delivered. We have an inO:ance of the other 

moue of recollection, when we are at a lois for the beginning 

.of a fcntence in reciting a compofition that we do not perfcCtly 

remember; in which cafe we naturally repeat over, two or 
three times., the concluding words of the preceding fentence, in 
order to call up the other words which ufed to be connected 

with them in the memory, In this inftance, it is evident, that 
the circumftances we defirc to relnember, are not recalled to the 

mind in immediate confequence of an exertion of volition, but 
.are fuggefted by fame other circumftances with which they are 

conneded, indepenuentlyof OUr will, by the laws of our con-
1lltutio!l. 

NOT-
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NOTWITHSTANDING, however, the inlmediate dependence of 

the train of our thoughts on the laws of affociation, it muil: not 

be imagined that the will pofieffes no inflllence over it. This in

fluence, indeed, is not exercired direCUy <tnd immediately, as we 

are apt to fuppore, on a fuperficial view of the fubjeQ:: but it is, 

neverthelef.~, very extenfive in its effeC1s; and the different de

grees in which it is poffetft4·by different individuals, confiitute 

fome of the moft ftriking ~bequalities among men, in point of 

intellectual capacity. 

OF the powers which the mind poffc{fes over the train of its 

thoul6hts" the maG:. obvtou~ ta ita \'lower of f}n.gli.n.g out anyone of 

them at plcafurc; of detaining it; and of making it a particular 

object of attention. By doing fo, we not only flop the [u('ceffion 

that would othcrwife take place; but, in confequence of our 

bringing to view the le[~ obviolls relations among our ideas, 

we frequently divert the current of our thoughts into a new 

~hannel. If, for example, when I 3m indolent and inac

tive, the name of Sir Iiaac Newton accidentally occur to me, 
it will perhaps fuggell:, one after another, the names of fome 
other eminent mathematician<; and afironomcrs, or of fome of 

his illuftrious cotemporaries and friends: and a number of them 

may pafs in review qefore me, without engaging my curiofity in 

any confiderable degree. In a different flate of mind, the name 

of Newton will lead my thoughts to the principal incidents 

of his life, and the more ftriking feafures of his character: 

qt", if my mind be ardent and vigorous, will lead my attention to 

fbe fublime difcoveries he made j and gradually engage me in 
P p fome 
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fome phi1o[ophical invcltigation. To every objetr, there are 

others which be.lr obvious and {hiking rtlatiom; and others, 

alfo, whoie relation to it does not readily occur to Ub, unlefs 

we dwell upon it for fome time, and place it before us in differ

ent poiuts of view. 

BUT the principal power we poff'efs oyer the train of our ideas, 
is founded on the influencc which cItlr habits of thinking haye 

on the lawb of Aflociation; an influence which is fa great, 

that we may often form a pretty /hrewd j udgmcnt l~I'lCCIl.illg 

a m;ll'l'(, prevailing turn uf thought, tram the tl :lnfirionb hI! 
makes in con\,er[atioll or in writing. It i~ '" ell known, too, 

that, by mcans of habit, a particular aff'oci'lting pIillciple nuy 

be ftrcngthened to fuch a degree, as to give us a -co lIll1.md of 

all the different ideas in our mind, which have a certain rcLltioll 
to each other; fo that when anyone of the cia!;' OCLlll s to us, 

we have almoft a certainty that it will fuggefl: the ren:. \Vhat 

confidence in his own po\\'crs, mufl: a {peaker po{lci~, when 

he ri1es without premeditation, in a popubr aff'embly, to amufe 

llis audience with a lively or an humorous fpcech! Such a 

confidence, it is evident, can only ari{e flOm a IOllg experi

ence of the ftrength of particular affociating principles. 

To how great a degrel~ this part of our couftitutiou may 
be influenced by habit, appears from faCts which are fami
liar to everyone. A man who has an ambition to become a 
punfter, fcldom or never fails in the attainment of his object ; 

that is, he feldom or never fails in acquiring a pow~r which 

other 
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other men have not, of fummoniug' up, on a particul.tr occ:lilC1l1, 
a number of word~ different from each other in meaning, al1l1 

reiembling each other more or !c[s in (ound. I am incli:.".l 

to think that even genuine wit is a habit aC1luired in a fimilar 

way; and that, although rome individuals may, from I1ltllrJ.I 

confiitution, be more fitted than uthers to aClluire thi3 Idlit; 
it is founded in e\'ery c.lfe on a peculiJ.rly fhong afluciation 

among certain danes of our ideas, which gi'lc~) the _per/oil 
who pofTefTes it, a command over thole ideas which is denied 
to ordinary men. B·.It there is no inflallce in ",hiell the 

c1rc"t of habits of afi0ciJ.tion is more rem,lrkable, than in 

thole men who pofie{s a fJ.cility of rhyming. That a mall 

fhould be aLle to exprcfs his tlv)ughts pcriiJiclloufly and ele~ 

gantl)', under the n:fl.raints which rhyme itnpofes, would ap

pear to be incredible, if we did not know it to be faa. Such a 

power implies a wonderful command both of ideas and of ex

preffions; and yet dJ.ily e-;pcricnce {hc\\'s, that it may be 

gained with vcry little praCtice. Pope tells us with refJ)cCt to 

him{c1f, that he could expl'efs himfc1f not only more concifely, 

but more ealiIy, in rhyme than in profe *'. 

NOR is it only in thefe trifling accompliihmcnts that we may 

trace the influence of habits of afTociation. In every iufiance 

of invention, either in the fine arts, in the mechanical arts, or , 

'" " WOhen h.lhit is once gained, nothing fo ea(y a~ pr.H'1ice. Cicero wrjtc~, 
" tIlat Antip.ltcr the Sidollian coulJ pour forth h("x.lmeter~ e:\temporc; .IIlJ 
" that, whenever he chof~ to verrlfy, words followed lam of courfe. 'Vc llloly 
., .. dd to Antipatcr, the antient rhal)fodifl:s of the Greeks, and the modern ilU-

" provif.1tori of the ltalian~." BARIUS'S Phil. 1ml' 1°9, 110. 

in 
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in the fdences, there is fome new idea, or fame new combina
tibn of ideas, brought to light by the inventor. This, un
doubtedly, may often ll'lppen in a way which he is unable to 
explain; that is, his invention may be fuggefied to him by 
fame lucky thought, the origin of which he is unable to trace. 
But when a man poiTelfcs a habitual fertility of invention io. 
any particular art or fdence, and cao rely, with confidence, on 
his inventive powers, whenever be is called upon to exert 
th-em, he mufi have acquired, by previous habits of fiudy, a 
command over certain claiTes of his ideas, which enables him, 
at .pleafure, to bring them und!:! his review. The illufiration 
of thefe fuLjcCls ~ilI, I flatter myfelf, throw light on fome pro
ceiTes of the mind, which are not in general well underfiood :. 
and I !hall, accordingly, in the following SeCtion, offer a few 
hints, with refpeCl' to thofe habits of aiTociation which are the 
foundation of wit; of the power of rhyming; of poetical fancy; 
and of invention in matters of fdence. 
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SEC T ION IV. 

IUIfIlrations 0/ the DoCfrincjlated in the preceding SCt1iOl1. 

I. 01 Wit. ' 

A CCORDING to Locke, Wit conlifis "in the alfembIage 
" of ideas j and putting thore together with quicknefs 

" and variety, wherein can be found any refemblance or con
" gruity *." I would add to this definition, (rather by way of 
explanation than amendment,) that Wit implies a power of call
ing up at ph:afure the ideas which it combines: and I am 
inclined to believe, that the entertainment which it gives to the 
hearer, is founded, in a cOllfiderable degree, on his furprife, at 

the command which the man of wit has acquired over a part of 

the confiitution, which is fo little fubjeCl: to the will. 

THAT the effect of wit depends partly, at leafi, on the cir
cllmfiance now mentioll'ed, appears evidently from this, that 
we are more pleafed with a bon mot, which occurs in con
verfation, than with one in print; and that we never fail to 

receive difguft from wir, when we fufpea: it to be preme
ditated. The pleafure, too, we receive from wit, is heightened, 
when the original idea is flarted by one perfon, and the related 

idea by another. Dr. Campbell has remarked, that, " a witty 
" repartee is infinitely more pleafing, than a witty attack; and 

• Elfay on Huma,n Underftanding, book ii. chap. I I. 

I] " that 
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" that an alluuon \\ ill appear excellent when thrown out e% .. 
" tempore in conver[.ltion, which would be deemed execrable 

" in print." In all thde (.,tfes, the wit coniidered abfolutely 
is t11C r.nne. The n:htio1i'i> whic.h are clifcoveted between the 
compal cd ideas are equally new: and "Yet, as foon as we fuf
peCt that the wit was pr~meditated, the pleafure we receive 
from it is infinitely dimini01ed. Inftances indeed may be men
tioned, in which we are plcafed with contemplating an unex
peCted relation between ideas, without .loy reference to the habits 
of alTociation in the mind of the perfon who difcovered it. A 

bon mot produced at the g:1me of crofs-pm pofes, would not fail to 
create affiufcment; but in {uch cafes, our pleafure feems chiefly 

to arire from the furprife we feel at fo extraordinary a coincidence 
between a queftion and an anfwer coming from perfons who had 
no direCl communication with each other. 

I DEfORE obfervcd, that the pleafure we receive from WIt IS 

increafed, when the two ideas between which the relation is dif
covered, are fuggefted by different per[ons. In the cafe of a 
bon mot occurring in converfation, the reafon of this is abund
antly obvious; becaufe, when the related ideas are fugge11ed by 
different perfons, we have a proof that the wit was not preme
uitated. But even in a written compofition, we are much more 
delighted when the fubjeCt was furniihed to the author by ano
ther perfon, than wben he chufes the topic on which he is to di{
play his wit. How much would the ple.fure we receive from the 
Key to the Lock be diminifued, if we fufped:ed .that the author 
had the key in view when he wrote that~poem; and that he 
introduced fome expreffions, in order to furnilh a fubjea: for 

the 
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the wit of the commentator? How totaUy would it deltroy the 
pleafure we receive from a parody on a poem, if we fll'Ped;ed 
that both were producHons of the fame author 1 The truth 
{eema to be, that when both the! related ideas are futgefted by 
the fame perf on, we ha* not a very fatisfad:ory proof of any 
thing uncommon in the intelledual habits of the author. We 
may fufpeCt that both ideas occurred to him at the fame time; 
and we know that in the dulleft and moft phlegmatic minds, 
filch extraordinary atfociations will fometimes take place. Bun 
when the fubjeCt of the wit is furnilhed by one perfon, and the 
wit fuggefted by another, we have a proof, not only that the 
author's mind abounds with fuch lingular atfociations, but that 
he has his wit perfea.1y at command. 

As an additional confirmation of thefe obfervations, we may 
remark, that the more an author is limited by his fubjeCt, the 
more we are pleafed with his wit. And, therefore, the effeCt 
of wit does not arire fately from the ul'lexpeCl.ed relations which 
it prefents to the mind, but arifes, hi pm, from the furprife it 
exeites at thofe intelleCl:ual habits which give it birth. It is 
e'lident, that the more the author is circumfcribed in the choice 
of his materials, the greater muft be the command which he 
has acquired over t!tofe aifociating principles on which wit 
depends, and of confequence, according to the foregoing doc
trine, the. greater muft be the iurprife and the pleafure which 
his wit produces. In Addifon's celebrated verfea to Sir God. 
frey Knellet on his piAUfe of George the Firft, in which he 
coaparea the paint!er to Phidia., and the fubjea. of his pencil 
to the Grecian Ddtie" the range of the Poet's wit was necer
lamy 'COnfined wIt._ \"eJ? natMW bouads; qd what princi-

Q...q {'aDY 
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pally delights us in that performance is, the furprifing eafe and 
feli~t1 with which he runs the paraIlel between the Engnih 
hiftory and the Greek mythology. . Of all the allufions which 
the following pa{[age contains, there is not one, taken fingly, 

of very, ex.traordinary merit; and yet the effect of the whole 
is uncommonly great, from the fingular power of combinatioh, 
which fo long and fo difficult an exertion difcovers. 

" Wife Phidias thus, his {kill to prevt', 

" Thro' many a goel advanced to Jove, 
" And tallght the poldh'd rock~ to fillne 

" V·lth alr~ and lIne-aments diVine, 

" Till Greece amaz'd and half afraid, 
(( Th' affembled Deities furvey'd. 

" Great Pan, who wont to chafe the f.m, 

" And lov'd the fpreading oak, was there; 
" Old Saturn, too, with UP-Cdft eyes, 

" ~eht'ld IllS abdicated {kIt'S; 

" And mighty Mars for war renown'd, 
" In adamantine armour frown'J; 

" By him the c.hiJdlefs Goddefs rofe, 

" Minerva, ftudious to compofe 
" Her twiLted threads l the web fhe ftrung. 
« And o'er a 100111 of marble hung; 
ct Thetis, the troubled ocean's queen, 

(t Match'd with a mortal next was feen, 
U Reclining on a funeral urn, 
H Her Short-lived darting fon to mourn j 

u The 1aft was be, whofc tbun~r new 
C( The Titao-race, a rebel -crew, 
Cf ThJ.t from a hundred hills a\ly'd, 
If In il1ipiou & league their Ki'\S defy'd." 

ACCORDING 
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ACCORDING to the view which I have given of the nature of 
Wit, it prefuppofes not only peculiar habits of atrociation, but a 
mind ftored with a great variety of ideas: and, accordingly, 
it has been remarked by Dr. Warton *, that" the chief of 
" thofe who have excelled in work$ of wit and humour, have 
'. been men of extenfive learning." He inftances Lucian, Cer
vante~, ~evedo, Rabelais, Butler, and the members of the 
Scriblerus club. 

II. Of Rhyme. 

"f H E pleafure we receive from rhyme, feems alfo to arire, 
partly, from our furprife at the command which the Poet muft 
have acquired over the train of his ideas, in order to be able to 
expref3 himfe1f with elegance, and the appearance of eafe, under 
the reftraint which rhyme impofes. In witty or in humorous 
performances, this furprife fcrves to enliven that which the wit 
or the humour produces, and renders its effeCts more fenfible. 
How flat do the Iiveliefl: and moft ludicrous thoughts appear 
ill blank verfe? And how wonderfully is the wit of Pope 
heightened, by the eary and happy rhymes in which it is 
cxpreffed? 

IT muft not, however, be imagined, either in the cafe of 
'Wit or of rhyme, that the pleafure arifes folely from our furprife 
at the uncommon habits of aiTociation which the author dirco
verso In the former cafe, there muft be prefented to the mind, 

• May on the Geniui and Writings of Pon. 
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C HI A P. aD Ui~ analogy or relation between different ideas: and v. 
~ pohlipl other circumftances muft concur to render the wit per-

fea. - If the combination has ~o other mer.it than that of bring
i.. together twCil ide,as which never met before, we may be 
furprif«4i at it& oddity, but we do not confider it as a proof of 
wit. On the contrary, the want of any analogy or rdatiort 
between the comb~ ideas. leads us to (ufpea, that the onc 
did not fuggeft the other, in confequence of any habits of 
affociation; but that the two were brought together by 
ftudy, or by mere accident. A,ll that I affirm is, that when the 
analogy or relation is pleaLing in itfe1f, our pleafure is heigh. . . 
tened by our f!.lrprife at the author's h~bits of afTociation when 
compared with our own. In the cafe of Rhyme, too, there 
is undoubtedly a certain degree of plearure ariLing from the 
recurrence of the fa~ found. We frequently obferve chil
dren amufe themfelves with repeating over fingle words which 
rhyme together: and the lower people, who derive little plea
Cure from poetry, excepting in fo far as it affeCts the ear, are [0 

pleafed with the echo of the rhymes, .that when they read 
verfes w4ere it is- not perfeCt, they are apt to fupply the Poet's 
defefb, by violating the commod rules of pronunciation. This 
pleafure, however, is heightened by our admiration at the- mi
~ulous powers which the Poet muft have acquired over the 
t~n of his ideas. and over all the various m.odes of expreffion 
whi.{:h the language atForda, in order to c.onvey inftruCtion and 
entertainment. witfU)ut tt~gg the eftabIilhed laws of 
regular verfi6cation. In fome or the lower kinds of poetry; for 
aample. in aaotia, aad:. la .... liMa. wiaich_ are adapted to 

3 bQlltl-
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kutJ..,.i",IJ, the merit lie. entirely iQ tail command of C H A p-~ 

ffi ". thought anc! Clilipte ron j or in other words, in a comm~ of ..... -" 
ideas founded on extraordinary !\abits Gf aftbciation. Enn 
fome a.uthors of a fuperior dafe, occafJonaliy iliew, all incliut* 
to ditplay their knack at rhymiug, by introducing, at me end' 
of the firfl: line of a couplet, fome word to which the language 
hardly affords a. cornefponding found. Swift, in his more triBing 
pieces, abounds 'With inftances of this; and in Hudibras, when 
the author ufes his double and triple rhymes, many cOlJplet&. 
have no merit whatever but what arif~8 frOl11' difficulty of 
execution. 

THE pleafure we receive from rhyme in ferious compofitions" 
arifes from a combination of different circumllances which my 
prefent fubjeCl: does not lead me to invefHgate particularly *. L 
am perfuaded, however, that it arifes, in part, from our fur-

In Elegiac poetry, the recurrence of the !ame founcf, and the uniformity in' 
the ftruClure of the verfilication which thia neceB'arily OCCrMl'OM, 2re peculiarly 
fuited to the inaaivity of the mind, and to the floW' and equable fucctffion of ita 
ideas, when under the in.ftuence of tender or melancht>lr paifl'OltI; and, ac
cordingly, in fuch cafes. even the Latin poets, though the genius of their 
language be very ill fitted for campofitions in rhyme. occaGonally indulge tllem..
felves in fomething very nearly approathing to it. 

" MomaoDa 1i matCl', mater ploxavit .A.clWle-., 
" Bt tang.ant magnas triftia fata Deas; 
" Fiebilis indignos Elegeia folve capillo8, 
.e-- Ah nimis c¥ veto nunc tibi nomen erlt,''' 
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prife at the Poet's habits of alfociation, which enable him to 

convey his thoughts with eafe and beauty, notwithftanding the 

narrow limits within which his choice of expreffion is conflned. 

One proof of this is, that if there ..appear any mark of ~onftraint, 
either in the ideas or in . the expreffion, our plea[ure is propor;" 

tionally diminHhed. The thoughts muft feem to fuggeft each 

other, and the rhymes to be only an accidental circumftance. 

The fame remark may be made on the meafure of the veTfe. 

When in its greateftperfeCtion, it does not appear to be' the 

refult of labour, but to be diClated by nature, or prompted by 
infpiration. In Pope's beft Vt:l res, the idea is exprelfed with as 
little inverfion of ftyle, and with as much conci[ene(~, pre-' 
cifion, and propriety, as the author could have attained, had 
he been writing profe: without any apparent exertion on his 
part, the words feem fpontaneoufly to arrange themfelves in the 

moil: mufical numbers. "" , 

cr While frill a ehil~. nor yet a fool to fame, 
"·1 liCp'd in numbers, for the numbers came." 

This facility of verfification, it is true, may be, and probably is, 
in moil: caU!s, only apparent: and it is reafonable to think, 
that'in the moil: perrea poetical produaions, not only the choice 
of words, but the choice of ideas, is influenced by the rhymes. 

In a profe compofition, the author holds on in a direCl: cour[e, 
according to the plan h'e has previoufly formed; but in a poem, 

the rhymes which occur to him are perpetually ~iverting him 
to the right hand or to the left, by fuggefting ideas which do 

not naturally rife out of. hiB fubjee:. This, ] prefume, is But

ler's meaning in the following couplet: 
" Rhymes 
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If Rhymes the rudder are of verfet 
cc With which, like thips, they freer their courfes .. ' 

But a\though this may be the cafe in faa, the Poet muA: em
ploy all his a~t to conceal it: infomuch that, if he finds him
{elf under a neceffity to introduce, on account of the rhymes, 
a fuperfluous idea, or an awkward expreffion, he muO: place it 
in the firO: line of tbe couplet, and not in the fecond; for the 
reader, naturally prefumillg that the lines were compofed in the 
order in which the author arranges them, is more apt to fufpea 
the fecortd line to be accommodated to the firO:, than the firO: to 
the fecond. And this flight artifice is, in general, fufficient to 
impofe on that degree of attention with which poetry is read. 
Who can doubt that, in the following lines, Pope wrote the firt\: 
for the fake of the fecond ? 

" A wit's a feather, and a chief a rod; 
<c An honeft man's the noblef'c work of God." 

Were the firft of thefe lines, or a line equally unmeaning. 
placed lail, the couplet would 11ave appeared execrable to a per
fon of the moO: moderate taile. 

IT affords a ftrong confirmation of the foregoing obfervations, 
that the Poets of fome nations have delighted in the pradice of 
alliteration, as well as of rhyme, and have even confidered it 
as an effeatial circumftance in verfification. Dr. Beattie ob
ferves, that " fame antient Engliih poems are more diftinguiihed 
" by alliteration, than by any other pc>etical contrivance. In 
" the works of Langland, even when no regard is had to 

" rhyme. 
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" rhyme, and but little to a rude fort of anapeftie meafure, 1! 
" feerns to have been a rille, that wee words, at J.eai,i {)f e_ 
" line lhould begin with the fame lettCl'." A _te' author 
informs us, that, in the Icelandic poetry, alliteration ft. confi
dered as a cireumftance no lefs eff'el'ltial than .,me". He 
mention. a1fo fc:veral other reftraintt, '"hich muA: add wan .. 
derfully to the difficulty of verfification; and.~idt appeal' to 

ua to be perfealy arbitrary and capricious. If .that really be the 
cafe, the whole pleafure of the'reader or hearer arUe. ftom his 
{urprife at the facility .of the Poet's compofition under. thefe 
complicated reftraints j that is, from his furprife at the ~ommand 
which t~e Poet has acquir~d over his thoughts and expreffions. 
In our rhyme, I acknowledge. tb-at the cbincidence of found is 
agreeable iQ itfdf; and oot1 affirm, t'hat tbe' pleaful'e "hiell the 
ear receives from it, is heightened by the ~r <:<mfideration.' 

HI. Of P:Jeticli. FallCf. 

THERE is another habit of aff'oaation, which, in fom. 
men, is very remarkable; that w!lich, is the foun,dation of 
Poetical Fancy: a talent which,. =-gt:ees with Wit in fome cir-.. 
~ces, but which differs from it~tially in others. 

. .." The lcelomdic poetry requires two things; viz. words with the fame 
~, initial letters, and words of the fame found. It was divided .in~? .(I;a1lzas, 
,I eacn of )¥hi.dl con lifted' of four coup~ts I flid each of the\ CQuplets was 
(II' "apiit' ·eJnpofed of two hemi.fticks, 'Of wMt!l . ." 'I.!M eontai~d • f~ 
.. l~bIIea; ami it ~ ~qulow~d te '""taeQt thi. IWmbcr, excllpt in tafe. of dte 
til ~ DCcriity.- ".80. 'VAN 'taou."s!#tett an lceJand. ". ~o8. 

THE 
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'Ttli pleafurc we receive from Wit, .agrees in one particular 
witll t~pleal\tre which des from poetical.allufions i that in 
bGthcafeti"e are pl_d with contemplating an analogy between 
two d~JItI fabje&. But they ;ditret' in this, that the man of 
Wit hi. DO cdter aim th .. to combine analogous ideas *; whereas 
flO alJufion can, with prtJpI'iety, have a place in fmous poetry, 
llnlcfs it eiaber iUuftrate or adorn tho principal fubje&. If it 
has both thefe recommendatioos, the allufion it petfea. 1£ it 
has neither. as is often. the cafe with the allufi01l8 of Cowley 
and of YGIItlg, the Faucy of the Poet degenerates iDto Wit. 

IF there ob(ervariona be well-founded, they wggell a rule 
with refpeCl: to poeti~l allufioos,.'wilich has not always been 
!uffidendy attended to. It frequently happens, that two fub
jeC\:s bear an analogy to each other in more refl'e8:s than one i 
and where fuch can be found, they undoubtedly furnilh the 
mof!: favourable of all occatiol)l for the dili)Iay of Wit. But, in 
ferious poetry, I am ineJinc!i to think, that however f!:riking 
thefe a.nalogies Ny be; and although each of them might, with 
propriety, be ma~e the foundation of a feparate allufion; it is 
improper, in the courfe of the fame allufion, to include more 
than one :of them '1 as,' by doing fo, an author difcovers an 
afi'eCtatioh of Wit, or'. ~'efire of tracing analogies, infteacl of 
illuftrating or adorning the fubjea of his compotition. 

I '01.M£}LY defined Fancy to be a power of atfoclating ideae 
aecordinC to relatioU& of rcfcmblance. and analogy. ',fbia de6-

,I C~ h~of ~ ~ ~ ... ~ and .. ot of wit, blended ... it. it, 
mol. ~only~ with Coate dcp of humov. 

. R r nition 
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nition will probably be ,thought too general; and to a~oach 
too near to that given of Wit. In order to difcovcr the necef .. 
fary limitations, we ihall confider what the circumJlanees ate, 

which pleafe us in poetical ,aUufions. As. thefe allufions are 
fuggefted by Fancy, and are the moll: ftriking infr.ances in 
which it difplays itfelf, the received rules of Critics with refpea 
to them, may throw fome light on the mental power which 
gives them birth. 

I .. AN a1lufion pkafes, by illuftrating a [ubject comparatively 
obfcure. Hcnc~, I apprchcnJ, it will be found, that allufionsfrom 
the intelleCtual world to the material, are more pleafing, than 
from the material world to the intelle€l:ual. Mafon, in his Ode 
to Memory, compares the influence oftbat faculty over our ideas, 

to the authority of a general <lver his troops: 

-" thou, whore fway 
" The throng'd ideal hofts obey; 
" Who bidft their ranks now vanilh, now appear" 
., Flame in the van, or darken in the rear." 

W auld the aUufion have been equally pleafing, from a general 
marihaUing his foldiers, to Memory and the fucceffion of 
ideas? 

THB effed: of & literal and fpiri.clefs tranOation of a work: of 
pu~ ha, ,been compared to that of the figw:es wbich we fee, 
whe!l we look at the wrong fide of a beautiful piece of tapeftry. 
The ~fion ii ingenious and I1appy. but the pleafure which 

9 we 
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we receive from it arires, not merely from the analogy which it 
prefents to us, but from the iIluftration which it affords of the 

author's idea. No one, furely, in fpeaking of a piece of tapeftry, 

would think of comparing the difference between its fides, to 
that between an original compoGtion and a literal tranflation ! 

CICERO, and after him Mr. Locke, in illuftrating the diffi
culty of attending to the fubjects of our confcioufnefs, have com
pared the Mind to the Eye, which fees every objecr around it, 
but is invifible to itfelf. To have compared the eye, in this 
refpett, to the mind, would have been abfurd. 

MR. Pon's comparifoft of the progrefs of youthful curiofity, 

in the purfuits of [dence, to that of a traveller among the Alps, 

has been much, and jufily, admir.ed. How would the beauty of 

the allufion have been diminifhed, if the Alps had furnifhed the' 

original fubje8:, and not the ilIufiratioll ! 

BUT although this rule holds, in general, I acknow
ledge, that infidnce~ may be produced, from our moll: 
celebr~ted poetical- performances, of allufions from material 
ohjeCts, both to the intelleCtual and the moral world... There, 
however, are comparatively few in number, and are not to 
be found in defcriptive or in didaCtic works; but in compofi
tions written under the influence of [ome particular paffion, or 
which are meant to exprefs rome peculiarity in the mind of 
the author. Thus, a melancholy man, who has met with 
many misfortunes in life, '_ill be apt to motalize on every phy
fleal ~V<lnt, and e"ery appearance of nature; becaMe his atten-

R r 2 tioD 

30 7 

C HAP. 
V. 



308 ELEMENTS OF TH~ PHtLO.SOPHY 

C 11 A P. tion dwells more habitually on hUll\an life and condud:, than on v. 
\- • ..,J t~ material objetl:s around him. This is the cafe with the 

banilhed Duke, in Shakefpeare's ds JOU lile it, who, 'in tlat 
language of that Poet, 

f( Finds tongues in trees, books in the running brooks, 
cc Sermons in nones, and good in every thing." 

But this is plainly a diA:empered fiate of the mind i and the 
allufions pleale us, not fo much by the analogies they prefent to 
us, as by the pidure thf'y giye of the charatl:er of the perf on 
to whom they have occurred. 

2. AN allufioQ pleafes, by prefenting a new and beautiful image 
to the mind. The analogy Qr the refemblance between this 
image and the principal fubjee, is agreeable of itfelf, and is 
indeed neceffary, to furnilh an apology for the tranfition which 
the writer makes; but the pleafure is wonderfully heightened, 
when the new image thus prefented is a beautiful one. The 
following anufion, in one of Mr. Home's Tragedies, appears to 
JXle to unite almo1\. every excellen~e: 

_CC Hope and fear, alternate, fway'd his breail:; 
cc Like light and Ihade upon a waving field, 
.. Courting each other, when the Bring clouds 
cc N ow hide~ and now reveal, the-Sun." 

HERI the analogy is remarkably perfcd; not only between 
light wi bope, and between darbefa and fear; but between 

the 
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the rapid fucceffion of light and 1ha~~, and the momentary 
influences of thefe oppofite emotions: and, at the fame time, 
the new image which is prefented to us, is one of the mof\; 
beautiful and ftriking in nature. 

THE foregoing obfervations fuggeft a. reafon why the prin
cipal ftores of Fancy are commonly fuppofed to be borrowed 
from the material world. Wit has a more extenfive province, 
and delights to make new combinations, whatever be the nature 
of the compared ideas: but the favourite excurfions of l;ancy, 
are from intellectual and moral fubjects to the appearances with 
which our fenfes are converfant. The truth is, that fuch allu
£lons plea{e more than any others in poetry. According to thiB 
limited idea of Fancy, it prefuppofes, wherc it is pofieiTed in 
an eminent degree, an extcntive obfervation of natural objects, 
and a mind fufceptible of ftrolli impreffions from them. It itt 
thus only that a frock of images can be acquired; and that thefc 
images will be ready to preCent themfclves, whenever any ana
logous fubjed: occurs. And hence probably it is, that poetical 
genius is almofr always united with an el'tquifite fenfibility to the 

beauties of nature. 

BEFORE leaving the fubjeC\ of Fancy, it may not be im
proper to remark, that its two qualities ar~ livclinefs and 
luxuriancy. The word /roe" refers to the quicknefs of the 
afi'ociation. The word rich or /u:fllriant to the variety of a1fo
eiated ideu. 

IV. OJ" 
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IV. Of Invention in the Arts and SciCIJCCS. 

TO there powers of Wit and Fancy, that of Invention ill 
the Arts and Sciences has a ftriking refemblance. Like them 
it implie8 a command over certain cla{fea of ideas, which, in 
ordinary men, are not equally fubjea to the will: and like 
them, too, it is the refult of acquired habits, and not the origi
nal gift of nature. 

OF the pracers of the mind in fcientific invention, I propore 

afterwards to treat fully, under the article of Rcaioning; and I 
{hall therefore confine myfdf at prefent to a few detached re .. 
marks upon fome views of the fubjeCt which are fuggefted by 
the foregoing inquiries. 

BEFORE we proceed, it may be proper to take notice of the 
diftinaion between Invention and Difcovery. The objea of 
the former, as hal been frequently remarked, is to produce 
fomething which had no exiftence before; that of the latter, to 
bring to light fomething which did exift, but which was 
CQDcealed from C()JIlmoo obfervation. Thul> we fuy, ~to 

Guerricke invented the 'air .. pump; SanCl:oriuIP inveote4 tbo 
tbennometer; Newtpn and Gregory illven~d the r~jng 
telefcope : GalUeo di!cQvefftd the f<>~r {pot,. j and IUrvey 
difcovered the cir~ulation of the blood. It appears, tberef~c,. 
that improvements in the Arts are properly called inventigns; 
and that fads brought to light by means of obfervation, are 
p~pcrl, called difloveries. 

AGREEADLE 
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AOREEABLE to this analogy, is the ufe which we make of C HAP. 

thefe words, when we apply them to fubjeCl:s purely intelleCl.ual. ~ • 
As truth is eternal and immutable, and has no dependence 011 our 
bel~ef or dHbelief of it, a perfon who brings to light a truth 
formerly unknown, is faid to make a difcovery. A perfon, on 
the other hand, who contrives a new method of di1<:overing 
truth, is called an inventor. Pythagoras, we fay, difcovered 
the forty-feventh propofition of Euclid's firft book; Newton 
difcovered the binomial theorem; but he invented the method 
()f prime and ultimate ratios; and he invented the method of 
fluxions. 

IN general, every advancement in knowledge is confidered 
as a difcovery; every contrivance by which we produce an 
effeCt, or acc:omplifh an end, is confidered as an invention. 
Difcoveries in fciet'tte, therefore, unlefs they are made by acci'" 
dent, imply the exercife of invention; and, accordingly, the 
word invClttion is commonly ufed to exprefs originality of 
genius in the Sciences, as well as in the Arts. It is in this 
general fenfe that I employ it in the following obfervations. 

IT was before remarked, that in every inftarl'ce of in'Vention, 
there, i3 rome new idea, or fome new combination of ideaS', 
whkh ~ bt-ought to fight by the inventdr; &ftd thlrt', although 
this may fometimes happen, in a way which he HI unable to 
explain, yet when a man poifeifes an habitual fertility of inven
tion in any partictllar Art or Science, and can tely, with con
fidertce, on his inventive powers, whenever he is called upon 
to exet( them; he ll1ufi: have acquired, by pte'Vious habits of 

ftudYt 
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ftudy, a command over thofe claffes of hi, ideas, which are 
fubfervi~t to the particular effort that be willies to make. In 
what manner this command is acquired, it is not poffible, per .. 
baps, to explain completely; but it appears to me to be chiefly 
in the two following ways. In the firll place, by his habits of 
fpeculation, he may have arranged his knowledge in ruch a. 
manner as may render it eafy for him to combine, at pleafure, 
all the various ideas in his mind, which have any relation to 
the fubjeCl about which he is occupied: or fecondly, he may 
have learned by experience, certain general rules, by means of 
which, he can direct the train of his thoughts into thofe chan~ 
nels in which the ideas he is in quefi of may be mofi likely ta 
occur to him. 

1. THE former of thefe obfervations, 1 fhaU not fiop to 
illufirate particularly, at prefent; as the faQfle fubjet\: will occur 
afterwards, under the article of Memory. It is fufficient for 
my purpofe, in this Chapter, to remark, that as habits of fpecu
lation have a tendency to claffify our ideas, by leading us to refer 
particular fad:s and particular truths to general principles; and 
as it is from an approximation and coml)arifon of related idea$, 

that new difcoveries in moft inftances refult; the knowledge of 
the philofophet. evcn fUftpOfing that it is Ilot more extenfive, is 
amnged in a manner much more favourable to invention, than 
in a mind unaccufiomed to fyftem. 

How much invention depends on a proper eombination of 
tJlc material. of our knowledge., appears from the refources 
whleh occur to IDeo of the lqweft degree of ingenuity, When • they 
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they are preffed by any alarming difficulty and danger; and C HAP. 

from the unexpeCted exertions made by very ordinary ch.lrac-~ 
ters, when called to fituations which roufe their latent powers. 
In fuch cafes, I take for granted, that neccffity operates in pro-
ducing invention, chiefly by concentrating the attention of the 

mind to one fet of ideas; by leading us to view thefe in cvery 

light, and to combine them varioufly with each other. As the 
fame idea may be conneCled with an infinite variety of others 

by different relations; it may, according to circumfiances, at 

one time, fuggefi one of thefe ideas, and, at another time, a 
different one. When we dwell long on the fame idea, we ob-
tain all the others to which it is any way related, and thus arc 
i"urnifhcd with materials on which our powers of judgment and 
i"eafoning may be employed. The effea of the divifion of 

labour, in multiplying mechanical contrivances, is to be ex-

plained partly on the fame principle. It limits the attention to 

a particular fubjea, and familiarifcs to the mind all the pofiible 

combinations of ideas which have any relation to it. 

THESE obfervations fuggefi a remarkable difference between 

invention and \Vit. The former depend~, in moll infiances, OIl a 

combination of thofe ideas, which are conn~aed by the lefs ob
vious principles of affociation; and it may be called forth in almon 
any mind by the prcffure of external circumfiances. The ideas 
which mull be combine(l, in order to produce the latter, arc 
chiefly fuch as are aiTociatcd by thofe Dightcr connexions wl.ich 

take plaee when the mind is carelers and dilengagcd. "If you 
" have real wit," fays Lord Chefterfidd," " it will flow fpon-
4' tll,neoufly, and you need not aim at it; for in that c,tfe, the 

Sf" rule 
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C HAP. " rule of the gofpel is reverfed; and it will prove, feek aJ;ld v. 
t....--v--' "you {hall not find." Agreeably to this obfervation, wit is pro-

moted by a certain degree of intoxication, which prevents the 
exercife of tllat attention, which is neceifdry for invention ill 
matters of Science. I-Ienee too it is, that thofe who have the 
reputation of Wits, are eom!Jlonly men confident in their own 
powers, who allow the train of their ideas to follow, in a great 
meafure. its natural ccurfe; and hazard, in company, every 
thing, good or bad, that occurs to them. Men of modelly and 
talle feidom attempt wit in a promifcuous fociety; or if they 

are forced to make fuch- an exertion, they are feldom fuccefsful. 
Sueh men, however, in the circle of their friends, to whom 
they can unbofom themfelves without reierve, are frequently 
the moll: amufing and the moil: interefting of companions; as 

,the vivacity of their wit is tempered by a corred: judgment, and 
'refined manners; and as its effed: is heightened by that fenfibi
lity and delicacy, with wh1ch we fo rarely find it accompanied 
in the common intercourfe of life. 

WHEN a man of wit makes an exertion to difiioguiih him
felf, his' fallies are commonly too far fetched to pleafe. He 
bri~gs his mind into a ftate approaching to that of the inventor, 
and becomes rather ingenious than witty. This is often the 
cafe with the writers whom Johofon dHlinguilhes by the name 
0{ the Metaphyfical Poets. 

TH03;E power! of innntion, which nece:Gity occaGonally 
caUs forth in uncultivated minds, foule individuals poCfefs babi
tuaJJy. The related ideas which, in the cafe of the former, are 

brought 
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brought together by the flow efforts of attention anu rer.ollcc
tion, prefent themfelves to the latter, in confequence of a more 
fyftematical arrangement of their knowledge. The inftant:me
{)ufnefs with which fuch remote combinations are effected, fome
times appears fo wonderful, that we are apt to afcribe it to 
fomething like infpiration; but it mull: be remembered, that 
when any fubjeCl: ll:rongly and habitually occupies the thoughts, 
it gives us an intereft in the obfervation of the moft trivial cir
cumftance which we fufpea to have any relation to it, however 
diftant; and by thus rendering the common objects and occur .. 
rences which the accidents of life prefent to us, fubfervient to 
one particular employment of the intellectual powers, eftabliihes 
in the memory a connection between our favourite purfuit, and 
all the materials with which experience and reflexion have fup
plied us for the farther profecution of it. 

II. I OBSERVED, in the fecond place, that invention may he 
facilitated by general fules, which enable the inventor to direCt 
the train of his thoughts into particular channels. Thefe rules 
(to afcertain which, ought to be one principal objeC1 of the lo
gician) win Clfrerwerds fall under my con-flderation, when I 
come to examine thofe intelleaual proceffes which are fubfer
vient to the difcovery of truth. At prefenr, I lhall confine 
myfelf to a few general remarks; in fiating which, I have no 
other aim than to fuew, to how great a degree invention de
pends on cultivation and habit, even in thofe fciences in which 
it is generally fuppofed, that every thing depends cn natural 
genius. 

WHr.N 
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WHEN we confider the geometrical difcovcries of the an
lients, in the form in which they are exhibited ~n the greater 
part of rhe works which have furvived to ollr times, it is feI.
Gom pdllblc for U'3 to trace the fteps by which they 'Were led to 

their conclufions: and, indeed, the objeC:b of this fcience are fa 
unlike thofe of all atherg, that it is not unnatural for a pedan 
when he enters Oll the fludy, to be dazzled by its novelty, and 
to form an exaggerated conception of the genius of thofe men 
who firfl brought to light fuch a variety of truths, fo profound 
and fo remote from the ordinary courfe of our fpeculations. 
We $nd, however, that even at the time when the antient 
analyfis was unknown to the moderns; fuch mathematicians as 
had attended to the progrefs of the mind in the difcovery of 
truth, concluded a priori, that the difcoveries of the Greek 
geometers did not, at firfl, occur to them in the order in which 
they are ftated in their writings. The prevailing opinion was, 
that they had been poffeffed of fome feeret method of invefti
gation, which they carefully concealed from the world; and 
that they puhlilhed the refult of their labours in fuch a form, as 

they thought would be moft likely to excite the admiration of 
their readers. "0 quam bene foret," rys Petru! NOlliu!~ 

" fi qui in fcientiis mathematicis fcripferint authores, fcripta 
., reliquiffent inventa fua eadem methodo, et per eofdem diC
" curfus, quibus ipfi in ea primum inciderunt; et non, ut in 
" mechanica loquitur Ariftoteles de artificibus, qui nobis foris 
" oftendunt fuas quas fecerint machinas, fed artificium abfcon
" duor, ut magis appareant admirabiles. Eft utique inventio 
" in arte qualibet diverfa multum a traditione: neque putan
" dum eft plurimas Euclidis et Archimedis propofitiones fuilfe 

"ah 
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U ab ilJis ea via inventas qua nobis illii pfas tradiderunt *." 
The revival of the antient analyfis. hy fome late mathemlticians 
in this country, has, in part, jufiiiled thefe .remarks, by fhew
ing to how great a degree the inventive powers of the Greek 
geometers were aided by that methoo of invefiigation; and by 
exhibiting fome {hiking fpccimens of addrefs in the praCtical 

application of it. 

THE folution of problems, indeed, it may be faid, is but one 
mode in which mathematical invention may he difplayed. The 
difcovery of ncw truths is what we chiefly admire in an original 
genius; and the method of analyfis give:, us no fatisfaClion with 
refpeCt to the procefs by which they are ob.tained. 

To remove this difficulty completely, by explaining all the 

various ways in which new theorems may be brought to light, 
would lead to inquiries foreign to this work. In order, how
ever, to render the procefs of the mind, on filch occalians, h little 
lefs myfierious than it is commonly fuppofed to be; it may be 
proper to remark, that the moil: copious fouree of difeoveries 
is the invefiigation of problems; which feldom fails (even al
though we filOUld riot fucceed in the attainment of the objeCt 
which we have in view) to exhibit to us fome relations 
formerly unobferved among the quantities which are under 
confideration. Of fo gre::.t importance is it to concentrate 
the attention to a particular fuhjeCl:, and to check that 

• See fome other patrages to the fame purpo[e, quoted from diff~rent writers, 
by Dr. Simfon, in the preface to his Reftoration of the Loci Plani of Appollo

niue Perga:us, Glarg. '749-

wandering 
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C H'V.A P. wandering and diffipated habit of thought, which, in th~ 
'--____ J' cafe of moll: perfons, renders their [peculations ttarren of any 

profit either to themfelves or to others. Many theorems, too, 
have been fuggefted by analogy; many have been inveftigated 

from truths formerly known by altering or by generalifing the 

hypothefis; and many have been obtained by a fpedes of in .. 
ducHon. An illuftration of thefe various proceifes of the rnind 
would not only lead to new and curious remarks, but would 
contribute to diminifh that blind admiration of original genius, 
which is one of the chief obftacles to the improvement of 

fdenct:. 

TnE hiO:ory of natural philofophy, before and after the time 
of Lord Bacon. affords another very {hiking proof, how much 
the powers of invention and difcovery may be affifted by the 
ftudy of method: and in all the [ciences, without exception, 
whoever employs his genius with a regular and habitl1al fuc
cefs, "Iainly {hews, that it is by means of general rules that his 
inquiries are conduCled. Of thefe rules, there may be many 
which the inventor ncver ftated to himfelf in words; and, per
haps, he may even be unconfcious of the affiO:ance which he 
deri ves from them; but their influence on his genius appears 
unqueftionably from the uniformity with which it proceeds; 
and in proportion as they can he afcertained by bis own fpecu
lations, or colleaed by the logician from an examination of his 
refearches, fimilar powers of invention will be placed within the 
reach of other me?, who apply themfelves to the fame ftudy. 

THE folldWing remarks, which a truly philofophical anift 
has applied to painting, may be extended, with fome ttifling 

I I " alterations, 



alterations, to all the different employments of our intelleaual C tI Ii P, 
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powers. 

" WHAT we now call getliltJ, begins, not where rules, 
" abftractedly taken, end; but where known, vulgar, and 
" trite rules have no longer any place. It muft of neceffity be, 

" that works of genius, as well as every other effect, as it 
" muO: have its caufe, muft likewife have its rules; it cannot 
" be by chance, that excellencies are produced with any con

" francy, or any certainty, for this is not the nature of chance; 
" but the rules by which men of extraordinary parts, and filCh 
" as are called men of genius, work, are either fuch as they 
" difcover by their own peculiar obfervation, or of fuch a nice 
" texture as not eafily to admit handling or expreffing in 
" words. 

"UNSUBSTANTIAL, however, as thew rules may feem, 
" and difficult as it may be to convey them in writing, they 
" are frill [een and felt in the mind of the artia; and he 
" works from them with as much certainty, as jf they were 
" embodied, as I may fay, upon paper. It is true, there re .. 
" fined principles cannot be always made palpable, like the 
" more grofs :ules of Art; yet it does not follow, but that the 

" mind may be put in fuch a train, that it thall perceive, by ~ 
" kind of fcientific feniC, that propriety, which words can but 
" ver:y feebly fuggefr *." 

Difcourfes by Sir JO{hU.1 Reynokls. 
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SEC T ION V . 

.A/Jlica/ion of the Principles }lated in the foregoing Sellions of 
this Chapter, to explain the Phenomena of Dreaming. 

WIT H refped: to the Phenomena of Dreaming, three dif-
. fercnt queftions may be propofed. :Firft; What is the 

fiate of the mind in fleep? or, in other words, what faculties 
then continue to operate, and what faculties are then fufpended ? 
Secondly; how far do our dreams appear to be influenced by 

our bodily fenfoltions; and in what refpeas do they vary, ac
cording to the different conditions of the body in health, and in 
ficknefs? Thirdly; what is the change which fleep produces on 
thofe parts of the body", with which our mental operations are 
more immediately conneCted; and how does this change ope
rate, in diverIifying, fo remarkably, the phenomena which our 
minds. then ex.hibit, from thofe of which we are confcious in 
our waking hours? Of thefe three queftions, the firft belongs to 
the Philofophy of the Human Mind; and it is to this queftion 
that tIle following inquiry is almoft entirely confined. The 
fecond is more particularly interefting to the medical inquirer, 
and does not proEcrly fall under the plan of this WOl k. The 

• third feems to me to relate to a fuhjefr, which is pl<lced beyond 
the reach of the human faculties. 
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IT will be granted, that, if we could afcertain the {b.te of tilt.! 
mind in fleep, fo as to be able to refolve the various pht:l1ol11cna 

of dreaming into a fmaller number of more general principles; 

and ftill more, if we could refolve them into one general faa; 

we ihould be advanced a very important ficp in our inquiries 

upon this fubjea j even although we !houlJ find it impoffiblc 

to ihew, in what manner this change in the flate of the miud 

re[ults from the change which fleep produces in the flate of the 

body. Such a ftep would at leaft gratify, to a certain extent, 

that difpofition of our nature which prompts tlb to afcend from 

particular fach to general laws; and which is thc foundation of 

all our philofophical refearches: and, in tlle pre{ent inltancc, I 
am inclined to think, that it carries us as far as our imperfect 

faculties enable us to proceed. 

IN conduaing this inquiry with refpeCl to the flate of the 

mind in fleep, it fcems reafonable to e'Cpect, that [orne light may 

be obtained, from an examination of the circumftances which 

accelerate or retard its approach; for when we are difpo[ed to 

reft, it is natural to imagine, that the flate of the mind ap

proaches to its ftate in fieep, more nearly, than when we feel 

ourfelves alive and aClive, and capable of applyillg aU our va

rious faculties to their proper purpofes. 

IN general, it may be remarked, that the approach of fleep 

is accelerated by every circumftance which diminifhes or [11(

pends the exerci[e of the mental powers; and is rctarJcd liy 
every thing which has a contrary tendency. 'Vhen we willi 
lor fle.tp, we naturally endeavour to withhold, as much as pof-

T t fible, 
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fible, all the aaive exertions of the mind, by difengaging our 
attention from every interefting fubjeCt of thought. When we 
are difpofed to keep awake, we naturally fix our attention em 
fome fubjetl: which is calculated to afford employment to oUr 
intelletlual powers, or to roufe and exercife the aaive principles 
of our nature. 

I T is well known, that there is a particular dafs of founds 
which compofe us to fleep. The hum of bees; the murmur 
of a fountain; the reading of an uninterefting difcourfe; have 
this t~ndency in a remarkable degree. If we examine this clafs 
of foundR, we thall find that it conlins wholly of fuch as are 
fitted to withdraw the attention of the, mind from its own 
thoughts; and are, at the fillne time, not fufficiently interefting, 
to engage its attention to themfelves. 

I T is alfo matter of common obfervation, that children and 
perfolls of little reflexion, who are chiefly occupied about fen
fible objetls, and whofe mental atlivity is, in a great meafure, 
fufpended, as foon as tbeir perceptive powers are unemployed; 
find it extremely difficult to continue awake, when they are 
deprived of their ufual engagements. The fame thing has 
been remarked of favages, whofe time, like that of the lower 
animals, is almoft completely divided between Qecp and .their 
bodily exertions •• 

FROM 

• " The exiAeaee of the Negro naves in America, appears to participate 
CI more of fenfation than rcftetlion. - To this muft be afcribed, tbIir cli1fo6tiQn 

" to 
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FROM a confideration of thefe fatl:s, it feems reafl)nable to C HAP. 
V. 

conclude, that in fleep thofe operations of the mind are fuf- _.=-J 
pended, which depend on our volition; for if it be certain, 
that before we fall afleep, we mull: with-hold, as much as we 
are able, the exerdfe of all our different powers; it is fcarcely 
to be imagined, that, as foon as fleep commences, thefe powers 

1hould again ~egin to be exerted. The more probable conclu-

fion is, that when we -are defirous to procure neep, we bring 

both mind and body, as nearly as we can, into that fiate in 
which they are to continue after fleep commences. The difFer-
ence, therefore, between the fiate of the mind when we are 
inviting fleep, and when we are aCl:uaIly aIIeep, is this; that in 
the former cafe, although its aCl:ive exertions be fufpended, we 
can renew them, if we pleafe. In the other cafe, the will lofes 
its influence over all our powers both of mind and body; in 
confequencc of fome phyfical alteration in the fyfiem, which 
v.'e {hall never, probably, be able to explain. 

IN order to illufirate this conclufion a little farther, it may be 
proper to remark, that if the fufpenfioll of our voluntary opera

tions in {leep be admitted as a faCl:, there are only two fllPPO
fitions which can be formed concerning its callie. The one is, 
that the power of volition is fufpended; the other, that the will 
lofes its influence over thofe faculties of the mind, and thofe 

members of the body, which, during our waking hours, are 

•• to lIcep when abftraCled from their diverlionq, and unemployed in their IJ
•• bour. An animal whofe body is at reft, and who does not'refieCl, mull be 
Ie difpofed t~ Beep of courfe." Notet on Virginia, "1 Mr. ]UFERSON, p. 255-

T t :l. fubjected 
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fubjed:ed to its authority. If it can be 1hewn, then, that the 

former fuppofition is not agreeable to fact, the truth of the lat· 
ter fccms to follow as a neccLfary confequence. 

J. TllAT the power of volition is not fufpended during fleep. 
appears from the efforts which we are confciolls of making 
while in that frtuation. We dream, for e"ample, that we are 

ill d.lllger; and we attempt to call Ollt for affiftance. The 

,Ittempt, indeed, is, in general, unfuccefbful; and the 

founds which we emit, are feeble and jndi/Hner: but this 

only confi!'tn~, Ql', rather, is a neceffary confequence of the 

fllppofitlol1, th.lt, in Deep,. the connexion between the will and 

our volulltary operatiom, i~ difturbed, or interrupted. The 

cOlltintl1nCe of the power of volition is delllonftrated hy the 
effort, however ineffectual. 

I K like manner, in the cOUl-fe of an alarming dream, we are 
fomctimcs con[doll~ of m.lking an exertion to f.tvc ourlelve~, by 
flight, from an apprehended danger; but in fpite of all our 
efTorts, WI.' continue j'l bed. In fneh ca{eA, we commonly 

dre:lln, that we are attempting to efcare, and are prevented by 

fome extern,,\ obftade; but the taCt feems to be, that the body 

i~, at that time, not fubjeCl: to the will. In the difturbed reO: 

\'\ hieh we fomelimes have when the body is indiJpofeo, the 

mind arpe:m; to ret.lin fome power Over it; but as, even in 

tllc[e ca/e~, the motions which are made, cnnfilt rather of a ge

ner.!l agitation of the \\ hole fyftem, than of the regular exertion 
of a particular member of it, with n view to prodllce a certain 
eft"eCl: j it is reafanable to conclude, that, in perfectly found 

fleer, 
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Deep, the mind, although it retains the power of volitiou, C H f~ 1'. 

retains no influence whatever over the bodily organs. ~ 

2. Til E fame conc1ulion is confirmed by a different vicw of 
the fubjeCl:. It is probable, as was alrCJdy o!>fcl"vcd, that when 
we are anxious to procure f]cep, the fiJte into \'\ hid} we llatu
rally bring the mind, approaches to its fiate after Oeep COIll

mences. Now it is manifdt, that the means which ll.lturC 

direCl:s us to employ on fuch DecaGons, is not to fufpcnd the 
power of volition, but to fl.lfpend the exertion of thofe powers 
whofe excrcife depends on volition. If it were necclTJry tlut 

volition ihould be fUlpended before we fall uileep, it would 
be impoiIible for us, by our own efiorts, to hancu the moment 
of refl:. The very fuppofltion of filch dlorts is abfurd j for it 
implies a continued will to fuJl1cnc.l the aCts of the will. 

ACCORDING to the foregoing dourine with reft)etl: to the 
fiate of the mind in {Jeep, the effeCl: which is produced on our 
mental operations, is firikingly analogous to that which is pro
duced on our bodily powers. From the obfervations which have 
been already made, it is manifefi, that in fleep, the body is, in 
a very inconfiderable degree, if at all, iubjeCl: to our command. 
The vital and involuntary motions, how\.:ver, {uffer no inter
ruption, but go on a-s when we are awake, in "on(cqucnce of 
the operation of fome caule ur.known to us. In like trranncl', 
it would appear, that thole operatiollS of the minc.l whidl de
pend -on our volition are fUlpcnded; while certain other opera
tions are, at leaft occafionally, carried on. This analogy natu
rally fuggefta the idea, that all our mental operations, which are 

4 independent 
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independent of our will, may continue during fleep; and thac 
the phenomena of dreaming may, perhaps, be produced by 

thefe, diverfified in their apparent effeCl:s, in confequence of the 

fufpenfion of our voluntary powers. 

b the appearances which the mind exhibits during fieep, 

are found to be explicable on this general principle, it will 

p(,)ff'efs all the evidence which the nature of the fubject ad

mits of. 

IT was formerly {hewn, that the train of thought in the mind 
does not depend immediate!;, on our will, but is regulated by 

certain general laws of aff'ociation. At the fame time, it ap· 

peared, that among the various fubjeCts which thus fpontanc

ouny preH!nt themfe1ves to our notice, we have the power of 

fingling out anyone that we chufe to confider, and of making 

it a particular objeCl: of attention; and that by doing fo, we 

not only can ftop the train that would otherwife have fucceeded, 

but frequently can divert the current of our thoughts into a new 

channel. It alfo appeared, that we have a power (which may 

he much improved by exercife) of recalling paft occurrences to 
the memory, by a voluntary effort of recolleCl:ion. 

THE indireEi influence which the mind thus poffeffes over the 
train of its thoughts is fo great, that during the whole time we 
are awake, excepting in thofe cafes in which we fall into what 

is called a reverie, and fuffer our thoughts to follow their natu

ral courfe, the order of their fuccefi'ton is always regulated 

more,or We by the will. The will, indeed, in regulating the 
train 



OF THE HUMAN MIND. 

train of thought, can operate only (as I already fbewed) by avail

ing itfelf of the eftablllhed laws of affociation j but ftiII it has 

the power of rendering this train very different from what 
it would have been, if thefe laws had taken place without its 

interference. 

FROM thefe principles, combined with the general fact which 
I have endeavoured to eftabli{h, with refpect to the fi:ate of the 

mind in fleeP't two obvious confequences follow: Firll:, That 
when we are in this fituation, the fucccffion of our thoughts, in 

fo far as it depends on the laws of affociation, may be caJ:ried 

on by the operation of the fame unknown caufes by which it 

i", ~ .. {}d\1l:.d ""\\\\t. V;~ Q"~ ?w?ke·, O\\\d, &~(\'.v.l.t~, that tht. <m.k.1: 
of our thoughts, in thefe two flates of the mind, mufl be very 

different j inafmuch as, in the one, it depends fulcly on the 

laws of affociation j and ill the other, on thele laws combined 
with our Own voluntary exertions. 

IN order to afcerrain how far thefe conc1ulions are agreeable 
to truth, it is neceffary to compare them with the known phe

nomena of dreaming. For which purpofe, I {hall endeavour to 

fbew, Firll:, That the fucceffion of our thoughts in fleer, is regu
lated by the fame general laws of affockttion, to which it is fub

jected while we are awake; and Secondly, That the circurnftances 

which difcriminate dreaming froOl our waking thoughts, are fuch 

as muO: neceffarily arife from the fufpcnfion of the influence of 
the wilL 

L 'tHAT the fucceffion of our thoughts j~ fleep, is regulated 

by the fame general laws of affociation, which influence the 

9 mind 
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~ H A r. mi~ while. we are awake, appean fwm the following "pn ... v . 
.... _ .. -.J f~erations. 

I. Oua dreams are freque~tly fuggeiled to us by bodily 

fcnfations: and with thefe, it is well known, from what We 

experience while awake, that particular ideas are frequently 
very ftrongly aff'ociated. I have been told by a friend, that, 
having occafion, in confequence of an indifpofition, to ap
ply a bottle of hot water to his feet when he welbt to bed, he 
dreamed that he was making a journey to the top of Mount 
lEtna, and that he'found the heat of the ground almoft infup
portable. Another pet'lon~) having a blifter applied to his head, 
drC'amed that h~ was fcalped by a party of IndiaIl'S. I believe 
everyone who is in the habit of dreaming, will recollea in

fiances, in his own cafe, of a fimilar nature. 

2. OUR dreams are influenced by the pl'evailing temper of the 
mind; and vary, in their complexion, according as our habi
tual difpofition, at the time, inclines us to cheerfulnefs or to 
melancholy. Not that this obfervation holds without excep
tion; but it holds fo generally, as muft convince us, that the 
fiate of our fpirits has fOlne eff'etl: on our dreams, as well as 
on our waking thoughts. Indeed, in th~ latter cafe, no lets 
dian in the former: this elrea may be counteratl:ed, or lnodi
!ied, by .warious other circulOtlances.. 

AFTER having made a narrow efcape from any ring 
~. we ate apt tp awake.. ip the.courfe Q{ our n~et.~'''ith 
{w.td~ \,ktinas. ima6inin& that '9't'e awe dr~"'Dinit. ~r on ~ 

bnni: 
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brlnk of a precipice. A fevere misfortune, which haa affeCted C H .A P. 

the mind deeply, influences our dreams in a fimilar way; and , ! ... ",", 
fugge4ts to us a variety of adventures, analogous, in fome mea-
Cure, to that event from which our diareCs arifea. Such, ac-
cording to Virgil, were the dreams of the forfaken Dido. 

" - Agit ipre furentern. 
~t In foml'lis ferus }Eneas; femperque reiioqui. 
C( Solatfibi j femper longam incomitata videcur. 
U Ire viam, et Tyrios deferta qurerere terra." 

3. OUR dreams are influenced by our prevailing habits of 
aff'ociation while a wake. 

IN a former part of this work, I confidered the eJttent of that 
power which the mind may acquire over the train of its 

thoughts; and I obferved, that thofe intelleB:ual diverfities among 
men, which we commonly refer to peculiarities of genius, are, 
at leaft in a great meafure, refolvable into differences in their 
habits of aff"ociation. One man pofi"efi"es a rich and beautiful 
fancy, which is at all times obedient to his will. Another 
poff"etfes a quicknefs of recollecnon, which enables him, at a 
moment's warning, to bring together aU the refults of hIS paR: 
e:x.perience, and of hi. paR: refleaions, which can be of nfe for 
illaIftrating any propofed fubjea. A third can, without effort, 
colled.: hi. attention to the moR: abftraCl: queftions in philofo

play. can perceive, at a glance, the thorteft and the moft effec
• procefs for arriving at the truth; and can hanifh from his 
__ e¥:ff1 utranwtis idea, which fancy or cafual aiTociation 

orq;~'tO'cliB:raa his tbought&, or to 1}lifiead his judgment. 
U u A fourth 
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C HAP. A fOurth unites all thefe power. ia 'a eapaclty of percri.rng 
~-' truth with an .Imoft intuiti'Ve npidity; and In an e1oqaet1t1e 

which enables him to command, at p\eaf~re, whatt:ver his tne
mory and his fancy can (upply, to iltuftl"ate and to adorn it. 
The aceafional eJ:crcife which futh men make of their powers, 
may undoubtedly be faid, in one fenfe, to be unpremeditated 
or unftudied; but they all indicate previous !Jabi/I of tnedita
tion or Rudy, as unquefrionably, as the de.ttQ1"ity of the ex
pert accountant, or the rapid execution of the profeffion.11 
mufidan. 

FROM what has been faid, it is eviden~, that a train of 
thought which, in one man, would require a painful effort of 
ftudy, may, in another, be almoft ipontaneoua: nor is it to be 
doubted, that the l!evcries of ftadloua men, even when they 
allow t as much u they can, their thoughts tD follow their own 
courre, are more or leti conneaed. together by tWo principia 
of affociation, which their favourite purfuita tend more panico.. 
luly to ftrengthen. 

1'81 influence of the f'ame habit. may be traml diftintUy hl 
Sleep. There are probably Ie. MatbefllaticiaJ;ttJ, *&0 haft net 
dreaUled of an ioterefting prob1etn, and who bave' 'DOt e+en 
.Daed that they Were profecuting the inveftigation.of if 'Irifh 
much luccef.. They ~hofc .mbition leada them to' the 'find)- of 
cloq.aencc, are frequently 'eonkiDGe, ~ .. Beep, 'of • retteWaIl 
of tWr daily oa:11paims; ad bnett_ .et thtn:Uc1ft8 
poii&d or a tllaeaey of ~ -.hida they betel' UJH!tieDctl 
\Iefore. The Poet. in bis ~ it trallfported 11M EIrfimts 

and 
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= leafti Ihe vulgar an4 unfatisfaCloty enjoyments of huma .. 
nit1. ,~ dwell jn thofe regioos of e~hantment and rapturil, 
wbich have been ereatcd by the divine imaginations of Virgil 
and -of Tall'o. 

CC And hither Morpheus fent his kindeft dreams. 
cc Railing a world of gayer tin~ and grace i 
cc O'er which were !badowy caft EJyfian gleams, 
cc That plaY'd. in waving lights. from place to place. 
U And !bed a roleate fmile On Nature's face. 
(( Not Titian's pencit e'er could fo array. 
cc So Reece with clouds the pure etherial (pace, 
It Ne could it e'er fuch melting forms difplay, 

tc As loofe on Rowery bcdl all Ianguifhingly lay. 

cc No, fair illufions! artful phantoms, no! 
cc My mufe will not attempt your fairy land: 
C( She hall no colours, that like your's can glow; 
cc To catch your vivid fcents, too grofs her band ..... 

As a farther proof that the fucceffion of our tboughts in 
dreaming, is influenced by our prevailing habits of affodation; 
it maf be remarked, that the fceoes and occurrences which 
moft rteque.nt11 preknt themfelves to the mind while we are 
afleep, are the fcenes and occurrences of childhood and early 
youth. The facility of afi"oclation is then much greater than in 
more advanced years j and although, during the daYt the me
d'loty of "'the eyent~ thus afiOc:iated, may be hanHhed by the 
dtjea. ad 'fUrWitB which prefs upon our fenfes, it retnins a 

Caftle of Indolence. 

UU2 more 
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more"ftrmaneut h'01d of the mind 'than any of our tbbCequent .... 
q8iRtl()RS; and, like the knowledge ",hich we poH'efs of our fD~ 
tongue, is, at it were, ifttel"WO'V'CD ad ilJeotpOrateci with .U ita ad\; 
efi"ential habita. Accordingly, in old men, whofe thoughts &re, in 
a great mwure, difengaged f'rt>m the world, the traofaCllons of 
their middle age, which once fe~med,fo important, are often 
obliterated; while the mind dwells, as in a dream, on the {ports 
and the companions of their infancy. 

I SHALL only obferve farther, on this head, that in our 
dreams, as well as when awake, we occafionally make ufe of 
'Words as an inftrument of thought. Such dreams, howev:er, 
do not affeCt the mmd with fuch emotions of pleafnre and of 
pain, as thofe in which the imagination is occupied with parti
cular objeCts of fenfe. The effeCt of phitofophical ftudies, in 
habituating the mind to the almoft confiant employment of this 
inftrument, and of confequence, its effeCt in weakening the 
imagination, was formerly remarked. If I am not ~iftaken, 
the influence of thefe circumftances may alfo be traced in the 
biftory of our dreams; which, in youth, commonly involve, 
in a much greater de~e. the exercife of imagination; .nd 
afFea the mind. with much more po~ul clJ)Otiens, than when 
we begin to employ our maturer faculties in more general ~ 
abl\raa fpeculatioD4. 

FatUI there dHFerent obferv.ad.taos, we are aqtborifed to 
c~ude, tbat the 4soc laWI -of \~a'_kh regulate the 
traia ef out thoughts while w~ ate -&"., continue to operate" 
... ~ I now procea1 to confider, bow 4a' the clr-

c:umftances 
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QQftulcea which -diforiminate· dreaming from our waking 
tho~t eorre{pond wich thofe whida, might be ·cxpeded to 
reCUle ibm-1M fufpeofian of the iniuecce of the wiU. 

I~ IF the influence of the !Will be fufpended during fleep, ~n 
our voluntary operations, fU£:h as recolleaioD, reafooing, &c. 
muft alfo be fufpcJldod. 

Ta A T this really is the cafe, the extravagance and incon
fiftency of our dreams are fufficient proofs. We frequently 
confound together times and places the moll: remote from each 
other j and, -in the courfe of the 1&me dream, conceive the fame 
perfon as exifting in different parts of the. world. - Sometimes 
we imagine ourfelves converfing with a dead friend, without 
remembering the circumftance of his death, although, perhaps, 
it happened but a few days before, and affeCted us dc;eply. All 
this proves clearly, that the fubjects which then occupy our 
thoughts, are fuch as prefent.... themfelvea to the ~iQd fpon
taneoufly'; and that we have no pow~r of em.ploying our rea
fon in comparing tcgether the different parts of aur dreams j or 
even of exerting an aCt of recollechon, in order to afcertain how 

far they are confiftent and pollible. 

THE proceffes of reafoning, if!. which we fQmetimcs fanc:y 
ourfelves to be engaged during fleep, furnifh no exception to 
the foregoing obfervation; for although every 'fuch ptocefs, the 
~ titM 'W:e fOJlQl·it. imp-liell volition; and, in particular, im
'P.Ue&.a~ltcaioA Qf the premifes,. till we arrive ~t ~he concI,,
f~t); ~t ~hera a nu~bt): of truths, have been often prefentcd 

to 
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tt;> .... Q4IOeBiritr oonnc€.\td wit .. eadl (jIthc;r, dais. feQea lila, 
~ pafs tbrougb tho min41, ~cording to the law. W 
afiOciation,. without an.y mofC _CUvity Qn our p~rt. chan in tluIfc 
trains of thought which are the maR: loofe and incoherent. 
Nor is this mere t'heorf. I may venture to appeal to the con
U:Ulufnofa of 1:v,ery man ac:cuR:omed to dream, whether his rea .. 
fonings during fleep do not feem to be carried on. without any 
exertion of his will j and with a degree of facility, of which he 
was never confdous while awake. Mr. Addifon, in one of bi~ 
Spe&tors, has made this obfervation; and hill teftimony~ in 
the prefent infrance, is of the greater weight, that he had no 
partjcul~r theory on the fubjed to fupport. "There is not," 
(fays he,) "a more painful adion of the mind than iovedtioo, 
¥ .,et in dreams, it works with that eafe and activity, that we 
4C ~re nOt fenfible when the faculty is employed. For infiance, 
" I believe e\'ery one, fame time or other, dreams that he is 
" reading papers, books, or letters; ill which cafe the inven
" tion prompts fo readily, that the mind is impofed 00, and 
" miftakes its own fuggeftions for the compofition of ana .. 
" ther lit." 

2. IF the influence of the \t.ill during fieep be fufpended, 
the mind will remain as paffive, while its thoughts change 
from one fubjeCt to anotber, as it does during OUT waking 
hOUTS, while different perceptible objeCl:s are prefented to our 
feMes. 

0, this pafIive ftate of tlt'e .inA in O\lt' drams, it is unneceG
fary .t() multiply proo&; as it baa. alw.ys been confidered AI ~ 

No. 487. 
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of the m06: utNordinary cir.eumftaaeea with which they are 
ICCOMl'anicd. If our dreams, as well at our waking thoughts. 
weft fubjeft to the will, is it bot DaNr.t to condudo. that, in 
the one cafe, •• well as in the otbtr, we would endea~our to 
bani&, as much as we could, every idea which had a tendency 
to difturb as; and detain thofe only which we found to be 
agreeable? So far, however, is this power over our thoughts 
from being excrcifed, that we are frequently oppre1.l'ed, in fpite 
of alt our efFort. to the contrary, with dreams which aifea us 
with the moft. painful emotions. And, indeed, it i. matter of 
vulgar remark, that our dreams are, in every cafe, involuntary 
on our parr j and that they appear to be obtrude.d ~D U8 by 
fome external caufe. This faa: appeared fo unaccountable to 
the late Mr. Baxter, that it gave rife to his very vrhimfital 
theory, iQ which he afcribes dreams to the immediate influence 
of feparate fpirits on the mind. 

3. I F the inftuence of the will be 6Kpended during Ileep, the 
cOflc~ptiollJ which we then form of fenfible objects, will be at
tended with a belief of their real exiftence, aa much as the 
j#c-eption of the fame objed:a is while we are awake. 

I H tt"e~ting of the power .of Conception, I formerly ob.. 
ferved, that our belief of the {eparate and independent exia. 

ellee of the objeCls of our perceptions, is the refult of ex .. 

perience; which teaches us that thefe perceptions do not 

~nlf'ott our will. tf I open my eyes, I cannot prevent my· 
felt &0'$ feeing the profpeCl: before me. The cafe.is different 
witQ rd'pea to our conceptions. While they occupy the mind t 

to 
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to. the exclufion of every thing eIfe, I cndea.oured to's.., 
_ they are always accompanied with belief; but as wc''
banilh them from the mind, during our waking hours, at ~ 
fure; and as tbe momentary ~lief which tbey produce, is coati .. 
nually checked by tae (uJTounding ohjeCla of our per.ceptioals, we 
learn to confider them as fiaions of our own creation .; and, 
excepting in fome accidental cafes, pay no regard to them in 
the conduCl: of life. If the dodJine, however, formerly ftated 
with refped: to conception be juft, and if, at the fame time, it 
~e allowe<it that tIeep [ufpends the inBuence of the will over the 
tn.in (If our thoughts, we fhould naturally he'ltd to exped, 
that the fame belief which accompanies peroc.ptiqn while We 

ate awake, &oli11d accompany the Cdnceptiou which occur 
to us in our dreams. It is fcar~ly necefi'a-ry for me to re
mark. how ftrildngly this conclufion coincide. with acknow
ledged faas. 

MA y it not be conftdered as fome confirmation of the fore
going d.od:rine, that when opium fails in producing complete 
fieep, it commonly prodw:ea one of the elreCls of fieept by fuf .. 
pending the alftivity of the mind, and throwing it into a reverie; 
and that while we are in this fiate, our conceptions frequently 
afFea: us nearly in the fame mQner, al if the objeds conceived 
were prefent to our fe~-l 

A~OTHlll circumL\an(lc :w¥h l'efp'4i"~ , ___ cq,filceptip~ .. 
during fkePi defervet OW; Q~ A. __ ("lbjetla whkh .. 

lee the Baron 'de Ton""ACCCI'Itrit of the Opiwn-takers at 'Co~ftanti
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daeo think upon, occupy the mind exclufively; and as the at .. 
.mOlt is not diverted by the objelts of our external fenfes, our 
eoneeptions mua be proportiOnably lively and fteady. Every 
~r{on knows how faint the ,conception is which we form of 
any thing, with our eyes open, in comparifon of what we can 
form with gur eyes fuut: and that, in proportion as we can 
fufpend the ekerc~fe of all our other fenfes, the livelinefs of our 

conception increafes. To thit caufe is to be afcribed, in part, 
·the effect which the dread of fpirits in the dark, has on fame 
perfons, who ate fully convincecfin fpeculation, that their appre. 
henfions are gnlmdlefs; and to this aJfo is owing, the effect of 
any accidental perception in giving them a momentary relief 

from their terrors. Hence the remedy which nature points out 
to us, when we find ourfeJves overpowered by imagination. If 
every thing around us be filent, we ende~vour to create a 
noife, by fpeaking aloud, or beating with our feet; that is, 
we ihive to divert the attention from the fubjetl:s of our ima
gination, by prefenting an object to our powers of perception. 
The conclutlon which I draw from thefe obfervations is, that, 
as there is no fiate of the body in which our perceptive powers 
are fo totally unemployed as in fleep, it it natural to think, that 
the objeCts which we conceive or imagine, mun. then make an 
imprelf1O!1 on the mind, beyond comparifon greater, than any 
tlting of which we can have experience waile awake. 

Ttl. pMnomena which we 'have hitherto explained, take 
pface when Seep {caaa to be nearly complete; that is, when 
the mind Jofes irs int\lt:nce over aU thofc powers whofe ex,er
cUe .... ds all ita will. Tltere are, however, many cafcs in 
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which fleep feems to be partial; that is, when the mind lores 
ita influence over flme powers, and retains it over others. . in: 
the cafe of the fl11lnambuii, it retains its power over the limbs, 
but it pofl'efl'es no in6uem:e over it~ own thoughts, and fcarcely 
any over the body; excepting thofe p'articular members of it 
which are employed in walking. In madners, the power of 
the will over the body remains undiminifhed, while its in
fluence in regulating the train of thought is in a great mea
fure fufpended j either in confequence of a particular idea, which 
engrofl'es the attention, to the exclufion of every thing eUe, and 
which -we find it impoffible to ba!.liih by our dlIrts; or in con .. 
feguence of our thoughts fucceeding each other v. ith fuch ra
pidity, that we lire unable to ftop the trait!. In both of thefe 
kinds of madnefs, it is worthy of remark, that the conceptions or 
imaginations of the mind becoming independent of our will, 

they are apt to be miftaken for aCl:ual perceptions, and to affect 
U8 in the fame manner. 

By means of this fuppofition of a partial fleep, any apparent 
exceptions .which the hiftory of dl'eams may afford to the gene
ral pNnciples already ftated, admit of an eafy explanatiou.. 

UPON reviewing the foregoing obfervations, it does .Dot 
occur to me, that I have in anJ. inftance tranfgreifed thofe rules 
of philofophifing, which, fince the time of Newton, Ire 
commonly appealed to, as the tefts of found inveftigatiim. 
FOf, in the fuft place, I have not fuppofed any taufcs which 
a~ not,known to exift; and ~ondlYt I have 1heWn, that the 
phcnosncna under Out confideration arc ncce&ry confcquencea 

or 
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<of t~ caufes to which I have referred them. I have not fup
pQied, that the mind acquires in fleep, any new faculty of which 
we are not confcioua while awake; but only (what we know 
to be a faa) that it retains fome of its powers, while the exer
eife of others is fufpended: and I have deduced fynthetically, 
the known phenomena of dreaming, from the operation of a 
particular clafs of our faculties, uncorrected by the operation of 
another. I flatter myfelf, tbe.refore, that this inquiry will not 
only throw fome light on the ftate of the mind in fleep; but 
that it will have a tendency to illuftrate the mutual adaptation 
and fubferviency which exifts among the different parts of our 
confiitution, when we are in complete poffeffion of all the fa
culties aml principle. which belong to ou4 natme >If-. 

See Note {OJ. 
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C HAP T E R. F 1FT H. 

PAR T SEC 0 N D. 

Of the lniuence of Atrodation on the Intelleaual and on 
the Aaive Powers. 

SECTION I. 

Of the l'!ftuttlce of cafoal A.ffOciations on 011,. fpeculative 
Conclufionl. 

C HAP. THE Airociation of Ideal has a tendency to warp our fpecu-
p" ~~'n. lative opinions chieBy in the three following ways: 
~ , 

FIRST, by blending together in our apprebenfions, things 
_rueh are really diftind: in their nature; fo as to introduce 
perplexity and error into every procers of reafoning In which 
they are involved. 

SECONDLY, by mi1leadiog \11 in thole anticipations of the 
future from the pal\, whic1a our cooftitution difpofes us to 
form, and whi~ arc the pat £ouadation of our condua in 
life. 

TSUU)LY, 
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TUJal>LY,. by ~nneaing in the mind erroneous OpinIOnS, 
with truths which irrefirubly command our affi:nt, and which 
we feel to be of importance to human happinefs. 

A SHORT iUuftration of thefe remarks, will throw light on 
the origin of various prejudices; and may, perhaps, fuggeft 
fome praaical Ilints with refpee\: to the conduCt of the under
ftanding. 

I. I FORMERLY had occafion to mention feveral inftances of 
very intimate a{fociations formed between two ideas which have 
no neceffary connexion with each other. One of the ~oA: re
markable is, that which exifts in every perf on's mind between 
the notions of colour and of extenjion. The former of thefe 
words expre{fes (at leaA: in the fenfe in which we commonly 
employ it) a fenfation in the mind j the latter denotes a quality 
of an external objeCl; fo thilt there is, in faa, no more 
connexion between the two notions, than between thofe of 
pain and of ralidity·; and yet, in confequence of our al
ways perceiving extenfion, at the fame time at which the 
fenfarion of colour is excited in the mind, we find it impoffihle 
to think of that (eafation, without conceiving extenfion along 
with it. 

ANOTHER intimate a{fociation .is formed in every m1nd be
twan the ideas of Jiace , and' of timt. Whea we think of all 

interval 
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interval of duration, we always conceive it as fomething ana .. 
logous to a tine, and we apply the (arne language to both filb. 
jeCls. \Ve fpeak of a long and }hart timt, as well as of a /ollK 
and jl'ort dijlance i and we are not confcious of any metaphor 
in doing fo. -Nay, fa very perfea: does the analogy appear to 

us, that Bofcovich mentions it as a curious circumftance, that 
extenfion lhould have three dimenfions, and "duranon only 

one. 

THIS apprehended analogy {eerns to be founded wholly 
on an, aiTuciation between the ideas of {pace and of time, 
~rifing from our always meafuring the one of thefe qualities by 
the other. We Il)eafure time by motion, and motion by ex
tenuon. In an hour, the hand of the clock moves over a cer
tain (pace; in two hours, over double the fpace; and fo on. 
Hence the ideas of fpace and of time become very intimately 
united, and we apply to the latter the words umg andjhorl, be
fort and qfttr, in the fume manner as to the former. 

THE apprehended analogy between the rela~on which the 
different notes in the fcale of mufic bear to each other, and the 
relation of fuperiority and inferiority, in refpeCl: of poLition, 
among material objects, arifes alfo from an accidental affQci.a
tiOD of ideas. 

, - WSA T this atradltion 1& founded upon.. I jhaU llot take upon 

me tf) determine; but that it i, the effea of accident, appears 
dearly from ,this, that it ha$ n~ on1y been confined to puti-

war 
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eolar ages and nations; but is the very reverfe of an alfocia- C HAP. 

tion which was once equally prevalent. It is obferved by Dr. p ,\ ~'T II. 
Gregory, in the preface to his edition of Euclid's works, that '-'- -
the more ancient of the Greek writers looked upon grave 

founds as high, and acute ones as low; and that the prefent 

mode of expreffion on that fubjeCt, was an innovation intro-

duced at a later period 

IN the infiances which have now been mentioned, our 

habit of combining the notions of two things, becomes fa 
{hong, that we find it impoffible to think of the one, 

without thinking at the fame time of the other. Various 

other examples of the fame fpedcs of comhil1Jtion, althougb, 

perhaps, not altogether to {hiking in degree, might eafily 

be colleacd from the fubjeCts ahout which our metaphyflcal 

fpeculations are employed. Thefilifations, for inftance, which 

are excited in the mind by external objeCts, and the ptr
aptiollS of material qualities which follow thefe fen(;ltions, 

are to be diftinguifhed from each other only by long babits of 
patient refiexion. A clear conception of this diftinaioR may 
be regarded as the key to all Dr. Reid's reafonings concernjng 

the procefs of nature in perception; and, till it has once been 

rendered familiar to the reader, a great part of his writings 

muft appear unfatisfaCtory and obfcure.-In truth, our progrefs 

in the philofophy of the human mind depends much more on 

that revere and difcriminating judgment, which enahles U8 to 

feparate ideas which nature or habit have intimately combined, 

See Note [<t.J. 
than 
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than on acutenefs of reafoning or fertility of invention. And 

hence it is,' that metaphyfical ftudies are the heft of all prepa
rations for thofe philofophical purfuits which relate to the con

dua of life. In none of thefe do we meet with caCual com
binations fo intimate and indHfoluble as thofe which occur in 

metaphyfics; and he who bas been accuftomed to fuch difcri
minations as this fcience requires, will not eafily he impofed on 
by that confuuon of ideas, which warps the judgments of the 
multitude in moral, religious, and political inquiries. 

FROM the fat'l:s which have HOW been flated, it is cafy to 
conceive the manner in which the aifociation of ideas has a 
tendency to miOead the judgment, in the firft of the three cafei 
already enumerated. When two fubjet'l:s of thought are fo in
timately conneaed together in the mind, that we find it fcarcely 
poffible to confider them apart; it muft require no common 
efforts of attention, to cOhduCl: any procers of rearoning which 
relates to either. I formerly took notice of the errors to which 
we are expofed in confcquence of the ambiguity of w()rd" i and 
of the neceffity of frequently cnecking and correaing our gene
ral rea;onings by means of particular examples; but in the cafes 
to which I allude at prefent, there is (if I may ufe the expref
fion) an ambiguity of tbings i fo that even when the mind is 
oceupied about particulars, it finds it difficult to feparate the pro. 
per cibjeC.ts of its attention from others with wbieh it has 
been long accuftomed to blend them. The cafes, indeed, in 
which ruch obftinate and invlndble d'ociations are formed 
aniong different fubjeds of thooght, are not very numerous, 

9 and 
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and occur chie.fly in our metapbyfical refearches; but in every 

mind, cafual combinations, of an inf~riof degree of Arength, 

have an habitual effect in diflurbing the intelleCl:ual powers, and 
are not to. be conquel'ed without pel1evering exertiens, of whieh 
few men are capable. The obvious effects which this tendency 
to. combination prcduces cn the judgment, in confounding to

gether thofe ideas which it is the province of the metaphyficiaQ 

to. diftinguHh, fufficiently iIlufrrate the mede of its operation ill 
thefe numereus infl:ances, in which its influence, theugh not fo 
cemplete and ftriking, is equally real, and far mere dangeroutl. 

II. THE a!focilltien ef ideas is a fource ef fpecuIative error, 

by mWeading us in thefe anticipatiens ef the future from the 

paa, which are the feundatien ef our conduct in life. 

TUE great object ef philefophy, as I have already remarked 
• more than ence, is to. afcertain the laws which regulate the fuc-

ceffien of events, both in the ph yfical and meral werlds; in erder 

that,. when called upon to. act in any particular combination of 
circumftances. we may be enabled to anticipate the probable 

ccurfe of nature from our paft experience, and to regula,te Que 

(;ondutl: ac.cordingly. 

As a knowledg( of the eftabli1hed conneXia.l;l8 a.aang event .... 
ill·the £olUldation of fagacity and of !kill, both fu tke pratijeal 
-.r,q, and io tllc cooQud: of life, xw:ure has not only givetl to 
.~j" a ftrpug ,~ijpoUtion fa remark, witJil .a~ion and cuno..r 

' ••. ~ pbO!W~. wJ;dch ba.ve _a iObfe1;ved to, happell 
Y y nearly 
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C HAP. nearly at the fame time; but has beautifully adapted to the 
p It. ~ ~ II. uniformity of her own operat~on8, the laws of aff'ociation iQ 

• awl the human mind. By rendering contiguity in time one of the 
hongeR: of our aifociating principles, file has c(;mjoined toge .. 
tiber in our thoughts, the fame events which we have found 
cotljoined in our experience, and has thus accommodated (with. 
€lut any effort on our part) the order of our ideas to that fcenc 
in which we are deftined to aCt. 

THE degree of experience which is neceffary for the prefer
vation .of our animal exiftf'ol't", is acquired by all men without 
any particul.ar efforts of ftudy. The laws of nature, which it is 
moft material for us to know, are expofed to the immediate 
obfervation of our fenfes; and eftab.Iifh, by means of the prin
ciple of atrociation, a correfponding order in our thoughts, long 
before the dawn of rearon and reflexion; or at leaA: long before
that period of childhood, to which OUY recolleCtion afterwards 

extends. 

THIS tendency of the mind to affociate together events 
which have been prefented to it nearly at the fame time; al
tbough, on tne wbole, it is attetlded with infinlte advantages, 
yet, like many other principles of our nature, may occafiooalty 
be a fource of inconvenience, uniefs we avail ourfelves of our 
rearon and of our ex.perience in keeping it under proper regu
lation. Among the various phenomena which are ctmtinually 
-~affing before us, there 1-S a great propcrtiel'r, whofe vi~inity in 
time does not indicate a eonbnc:y of ~uneHOtl; and ~ 

we be carefut to make'the diftindian between thefe t"' claire. 

of 
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of connexions, the order of our ideas will be apt to correfpond 
with the one as well as with the other; and our unenlightened 
experience of the pait, will fill the mind, in numberlefs in
iances, with vain expectations, or with groundlefs alarms, con
cerning the future. This difpofition to confound together acci
dental and permanent connexions, is one great fource of popu
lar fuperftitions. Hence the regard which is paid to unlucky 

days; to unlucky colours; and to the in~uence of the planets; 
apprehenfions which render human life, to many, a continued 
feries of abfurd terrors. Lucretius compares them to thofe 

which children feel, from an idea of the exi£l:ence of fpirits in 
the dark: 

" Ac velllti pueri trepidant, atque omnia crecis 
cc In tenebris metllunt, fie nos, in luce timemus. 
" Inteldum mhilo qua:: runt metuenda magis." 

SUCH fpectres can be diCpelled by the light of philofophy 
only; which, by accuftoming us to trace eftablilhed connexions • 
.teaches us to defpife thofc which are caCual; and, by giving a 
.proper direaion to that bias of the mind which is the founda
.tion of fupecftition, prevents it from leading us afiray. 

IN the inftances which we have now been confideringt events 
come to be combined together in the mind, merely from the 
accidental circumltance of their contiguity in time, at the mo· 
meat when we perceived them. Such combinations are con

"" i~ a great meafur~ to uQcultivated aod unenlightened 
MiPds; or to ~ofe indiyidual~ who, from nature or education, 

IhaVe: a moon: thaq. Or4iwu'y facility of aifociacion. But there 
Yy:l arc 
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ate.otbet accidental combinations. which are apt to lay hold of 
the molt vigorous underftandings; and from which, as they are 
the natural and neceifary refuit of a limited experience, no fu
periority of intelltCt is fufficient to preferve a philofopher, iQ 
the infancy of pbyfical fcience. 

As the connexions among phyfical events are difcovered to' 
us by experience alone, it is evident, that when we fee a phe
nomenon preceded by a number of different circumftances, it is 
impoffible for us to determine, by any reafoning a priori, which of 
thefe <;ircumlTances are to be regarded as the co'!JliJnf, and which 
as the accidental, antecedents of the effea. If, in the courfe of our 
experience, the fame combination of circumftances is always ex.
hibited to us without any alteration, and is invariably followed by , 
the fame refuIt, we muft for ever remain ignorant, whether this rc-
fult be conneaed with the whole combination, or with one or more 
of the circumftances combined j and therefore, if we are anxious, 
upon any occalion, to produce a fimilar effect, the only rule that 
we can follow with perfea fecurity, is to imitate in every parti
cular circumftance the combination which we have feen. It i. 
only where we have an opportunity of feparating fuch circum
frances from each other; of combining them varioufly together; 
and of obferving the effeCts w~ich refult from thefe different ex
periments, that we can alcenain with precifion, the general 
laws of nature, and ftrip phyfical clufes of their accidental and 
uneffential concomitants. 

To iHuftrate tibia by an ~ftmpl& x..t us fGppo~. that .' 
Iavage, who, in a particular blftaAce. bad found hitnfelf ~ 
of fome bodily indifpofition by a draught of cold water, u a 

13 fecond 
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fecohd time affliaed with a fimilar difordtr, and is defirol19 to 

repeat the fame remedy. With the limited degree of experience 
which we have here fuppofed him to poffefs, it would be im .. 

poffible for the acutea philofopher, in his fituation, to deter

mine, whether the cure was owing to the water which was 

drunk, to the cup in which it was contained, to the fountain 

from which it was taken, to the particular day of the month, 
or to the particular age of the moon. In order, therefore, to 
enfure the fuccers of the remedy, he will very naturally, and 

very wifely, copy, as far as he can recollect, every circum
france which accompanied the firO: application of it. He will 

make ure of the fame cup, draw the water from the fame foun
tain, hold his body in the fame poO:ure, and turn his face in the 
fame direction; and thus all the accidental .circumftances in 

which the £ira experiment was made, will come to be aff'ociated 

equally in his mind with the effect produced. The fountain 

from which the water was drawn, will be confidered as poff'eff'ed 

of particular virtues; and the cup from which it was drunk, will 
be fet apart from vulgar ufes, for the fake of thofe who may 
afterwards have occafion to apply the remedy. It is the en
largement of experience alone, and not any progrefs in the art 
of reafoning, which can cure the mind of thefe aff'ociations, 

• and free the prac\:ice of medicine from thofe fuperftitiou8 ob-
fervances with which we always find it incumbered among rude 

nations., 

MANY inftances of this fpecies of fuperftition might be pro-
4ueed from the worb of pbilofophers who have, flourifhed in 

taqre enlighUmcid ag.... III parWmlar" many might" be pro
duced' 
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<tIuced from the writings of thofe phyfical inq\1h'ers who imme
diately fucceeded to Lord Bacon; and who, convinced by hie 
-arguments, of tbe folly of all reafonings a prj~i, concerning the 
Jaws of nature, were frequently apt to run into the oppofite 
extreme,. by recording every circumfi.ance, even the moil: lu
.dicrous, and the molt obvloufiy ineifential, which attended their 
experiments •• 

THE obfervations which have been hitherto made, relate 
entirely to a1fodations founded on cafual combinations of mate
rial objeCts, or of phyjical events. The effeCts which tht'fe affo
ciatio~s produce on the underfi:anding, and which are fa pal
pable, that they cannot fail to {hike the moll: careIers obferver, 
will prepare the reader for the remarks I am now to make, on 
fome analogous prejudices which warp our opinions all frill 
more important fubjeCts. 

As the eftablilhed laws of the material world, which have been 
exhibited to our fenfes from our infancy, gradually accommo
date to themfeIves the order of our thoughts; fo the moil arbi
trary and capricious infUtutions and cufi.oms, by a long and 
conftant and exclufive operation on the mind, acquire {uch an 
influence in forming the intellectual habits, that every deviation 
trom them not only produces furprife, but is apt to excite fenti-

• The reader will fcarcely believe. that the following cure for a dyfenterr is 
~ied """aftm from the worke of Mr. Boyle: 

" Take the thigh-bone of a ~ man, (perha,s another may fervet but 
" tbia was tUll made ure of.) calcine it to w'hitel!.ers. and haYing pursed the 
<Ie patiest with an antimonial medicine, gn-e him ant dram of this white pow&, 
.. far dDt d'oCc" ud'ome cood eO~J whether c:9Ilfevo or lit .. " 
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ment8 of contempt and of ridicule. A perfon who has never 
extended his views beyond that fociety of which he himfc1f is <1 

member, ill' apt to oonfider many peculiarities in the manners 
and cuftoms of his countrymen as founded on the univerfal 

principles of the human conftitution; and when he hears of 

otner nations, whore praClices in fimilar cafes are different, he 

is apt to cenfure them as unnatural, and to defpife them as 
abfurd. There are two claffes of men who have more parti
cularly been charged with this weaknefs; thofe who are 

placed at the bottom, and thefe who have reached the fummit 

of the fcale of refinement; the former from ignorance, and the 

tatter from national vanity. 

FOR curing this clafs of prejUdices, the obvious expedient 
which nature points out to us, is to extend our acquaintance 

with human aff.lirs, either by means of books, or of per

fonal obfervation. The effects of travelling, in enlarging 
and in enlightening the mind, are obvious to our daily ex

perience; and fimilar advantage& may be derh"ed (although~ 

perhaps, not in an equal degree) from a careful ftudy of 
the manners of paft ages or of dill:ant nations, as they are 

defcribed by the hiftoriall. In making, however, thefe at
tempts fer our intelleCl:ual improvement, it is of the utmoft 
confequence to us to vary, to a confiderable degree, the objeCls 
of out' attention; in order to prevent any dangel'l of our ac. 
quiring an exe1uuve preferenee for the caprices of anyone 
~1e:, whof~ political fituation, or whofe moral charaCler, 

." ~h ue to them as faultlefs models for our imitation. The 
~ wtakneit led· vu.fatUity of pUmi;. the fame facility of 

aifociatjr· 

95 1 

C HAP. 
V. 

l' A & T II. 



~5t 

C HAP. 
V 

PAR T II. 
.-J 

£LtMENTS OF TH~ PHILOSOPHY 

atlhctatton, whkh, in the cafe of a petfon who has Aever ek1:ended 
hi. vIews beyond his own community, is a {ouree of natioaal 
prejudice and of national bigotry, renders the-mind, when forced 

into new fituations, eafily fufceptible of other prejudices no lefs 
capricious; and frequently prevent/i the time, which is devoted 
to trlive11ing, or 'to ftudy, from being fubfervient to any better 
purpof~ than an importation of foreign failiions, or a 1Ull morc 
ludicrous imitation of antient follies. 

TK~ philofopher whofe thoughts dwell habitually, not merely 
upon what ill, or what has he!"n, but upon what is heft and mof! 
expedient for mankind; who, to the ftudy of books, and the ob
fervation of manners, has added a careful examinatIOn of the prin

ciples of the human cOl'lftitution, and of tho[e! which ought to re
gulate the focial order; is the only perfon who is effeCtually fecured 
ag~inft both the 'Wuknefies which I have defcribed. By learning 
to feparate what is etfential to morality and to happinefs, from 
tbofe ad'Ventitious trifles which it is the province of faihion to di-' 

re~ he is equally guarded againft the follies of national prcj udice., 
and'& weak: deoriatian, in matters of il'ldiifereru::e, from eftablifhed 
ideas. Upon his min~ thus occupied with important fubjeCl.s 
of reflexion, tbe iu&utmg capriees aad fa1bions of tlu: times 
lofe their influence; while a.ccuftomed to avoid the llavery of 
local and :arbitrary habits., he po1f~~ ill his own genuine fun
pIiclty of c:ba.raacr, t~ Mme power ~ acoommodatiGo. to u
_al G.rclltlli:ucea, w:hich .ea -of &ftc worid.cleriv# from. tbe 
pli6i1itr or' .... taile, a..t .. ~I DE tlt.cir maa~ 
At rhoorder, tao, of hie WOIS if ~_ated, npt co.", 
.. caifaIy pd:fea. ft ....... but ~ Ida ow, [1.". 

princip1c,. 
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principles, his afi"ociations -are fubjea: qnly to thofe flow and 
pleafin,g changes which ariCe from his growing light and im
proving reaCon: lmd, in fuch a period of the world as the 
prewnt, when the prefs not only excludes the poffibility -of. a 
retrogradation in human affairs, but operates with an irrefifi~ 
ible though gradual progrefs, in undermining prejudices and in 
elCtending the triumphs of philo(ophy, he may rearonably in
dulge the hope, that fociety will every day approach nearer and 
nearer to what he wHhes it to be. A man of fuch a character, 
infiedd of looking back: on the pafi with regret, finds himfelf 
(if I may ufe the expreffion) more at home in the world, and 
more iatisfied with its order, the longer he Ii ves in it. The 
melancholy contrafts which old men are iometimes difpofed to 
fiate, between its condition, when they are about to leave ir, 
and that in which they found it at the commencement of their 
career, arifes, in mofi cafes, from the unlimited influence which 
in their early years they had allowed to the faihions of the 
times, in the formation of their characters. How different 
from thofe fentiments and profpccts, which dignified the retreat 
of Turgor, and brighteqed the declining years of Franklin! 

THE querulous temper, however, which is incident to old 
men, although it renders their manners difagreeable itt the 
illtefCOurfe of focial life, is by no means the moO: contemptible 
form in which the prejudicea I have now been defcribing, may 
difplay their inBucn<:e. Such a temper indicatet at leafi a cer
taiJ:l4egree of obfervation, in marking the vici1fuudlB of human 
tdlitire. and a ~rtai~ 4egree of fenfibility in early life, which 
.... !~ed' pleafing :ideas with the fi:eQcs of infancy anti 

Z z youth" 
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youth. A very great proportion of mankind are, in a great 
D;J;eI1fure, incapable either of the one or of the other; apd, 
fuffering themfelves to be carried quietly along with the 
llream of falhion, and finding their opinions and their feel .. 
ings always in the fame relative fltuation to the fleeting ob
jeas around them, are perfectly unconfciouc; of any progrefs in 

their own ideas, or of any change in the mannel'S of their age. 
In vain the philofopher reminds them of the opinions they yef .. 
terday held; and forewarns them, from the fpirit .of the times, 
of thofe which they are to hold to-morrow. The opinions of 
the prefent moment feem to them to be infeparable from their 
conftitution; and when the profped:s are realHed, which they 
lately treated as chimerical, their minds are fo gradually pre
pared for the event, that they behold it without any emotions 
of wonder or curiofity; and it is to the philofopher alone, by 
whom it was predicted, that it appears to furniili a fubjeCt worM 
thy of future reflexion. 

THE prejudices to which the laft obfervations relate, have 
their origin ia that difpofition of our nature, which accommo
dates the order of our ideas, and our various intellet1ual habits, 
to whatever appearances have been }{)ng alild familiarly prefented 
to the mind. But there are other prejudices which, by being 
i"Rtimateiy affociated with the etfential principles of our coaffi ... 
tunon, or with the original and univerfal laws of our belU:f, are 
incomparably more inveterate in t~ nature, Ij..Dd have a far 
mQre cxtenu'Ie inftllencc on hWNn ~,~ happinefs. 

III. TaE manner in wb,ic'h the afi'OR!.iOn of ideas operates iq 
irodll~ing this third clafs of our fpeculauve errors, may be can-

2 ceived. 
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ceived, in part, from what' was formerly (aid, concerning the 
fuperftitiou8 obfervances, which are mixed with the praclice 
of medicine among rude nations. As all the different cir
cumftances which accompanied the !irft adminifiration of 
a remedy, come to be confidered as effential to its future 
fuccefs, and are blended together in our conceptions, without 
any difcrimination of their relative importance; fo, whatever 
tenets and ceremonies we have been taught to connect'with the 
religious creed of our infancy, becoQle almoft a part of our 
conftitution, by being indiffolubly united with truths which are 
effential to happinefs, and which we are led to reverence and to 
love, by aU the heft difpofitions of the heart. The aftonifil
ment which the peafant feels, when he fees the rites of a religion 
different from his own, is no lefs great, than if he faw' fome 
flagrant breach of the morai duties, or fome direCl act of im
piety to God; nor is it eafy for him to conceive, that there 
can be any thing worthy in a mind which treats with indif
ference, what awakens in his own breaft all its beft and fublimeft 
emotions. "Is it poffible;' (fays the old and expiring Bramin, 
in one of Marmontel's tales, to the young Englilh officer who 
had faved the life of his daughter,) " is it poffible, that he to 
" whofe compaffion lowe the prefervation of my child, and 
" who now foothes my laft moments with the confolations of 
" piety, fhol.11d not believe in the god ViJilloU, and his nine 
" metamorphofes!" 

W'flA. T has now been faid on the nature of religious 
fpperftition, may be applied to many other fubjeds. In parJ 
tkular, it may 'be applied to thofe political prejudices which., 
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How deeply rooted in the human frame are thofe important 
principles, which intereft the good man in the profperity of the 
world; and more efpecially in the profperity of that beloved 
community to which he belongs! How fmall, at the fame time, 
is the number of individuals who, accuftomed to contemplate 
one modification alone of the focial order, are able to diftinguHh 
the circumftances which are eifential to human happinefs, from 
thofe which 'fe indifferent or hurtful! In {uch a fituation, how 

natural is it for a man of benevolence, to a.:quire an indifcri. 
minate and fuperftitious veneration for all the inftitutions under 
which he haa been educated; as thefe inftitutions, however 
capricious and abfurd in themfelves, are not only familiarifed by 
habit to all his thoughts and feelings, but are confecrated in his 
mind by an indHfoluble aifociation with duties which nature re
commends to his affeCtions, and which reafon commands him 
to fulfil. It is on thefe accounts that a fuperftitious zeal againft 
innovation, both in religion and politics, where it is evidently 
grafted on piety to God, and good ... will t9 mankind, however 
it may es.cite the forrow of the m.ore ealightened philofopber, 
is juftly entitled, not only to his indulgence, but to his efteem 
and aiFection. 

TilE remarks which have been a.y made, are fufficient to 
{hew. bow necetrary it h for U8$ in the formatio.a of our philo
fophka1 principleet to' examine with. c:atealhbofe opinion. which, 
in,our early years, we have imbibed ffom our i.aora i Q" 

which 
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which are connec:tccl with our own local fituation. Nor does the C HV.A I). 

univerfality of an opinion among men who have received a fi- PAil T n. 
Illilar education, afford any prefumption in its favour; for, how- • - ' 
ever great the deference is, which a ~ife man will always pay to 
common belief, upon thofe fubjeCts which have employed the 
unbiatred reafon of mankind, he certainly owes it no refpea, in 
fa far as he fufpeas it to be influenced by falbion or authority. 

Nothing can be more juft than the obfervation of Fontenelle, 
that " the namber of thofe who believe in a fyftem already 
ce eftablilhed in the worle, does not, in the leaft, add to its 
" credibility; but that the number of thofe who q,ubt of it, has 
" ~ tendency to diminifh it." 

THE fame remarks le;td, upon the other hand, to another 
conclufion of frill greater importance; that, notwithftanding the 
various falfe opinions which are current in the world, there are 
fome truth!', which are infeparable from the human underftand
ing, and by means of which, the errors of education, in moft 
inftances, are enabled to take hold of our belief. 

A WEAK mind, upacctlftomed to reflexion, and which has 
paffi'lely derived its mofi important opinions from habit 01' from 
authority, when, in confequence of a more enlArged intercourfe 
with the world, it finds, that ideas which it had been taught to 

regard as facred, are treated by enlightened and worthy men 
with ridicule, is apt to lofe its reverence for th~ fundamental 
alld eternal truths on which thefe acce1fory ideas are grafttd, 
and eafity faU, a prey to that fceptical phUofopby which teaches, 
that aU the opilllions, and all the principles of aCtion by wllich 

mankind 
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mankind are governed, may be traced to the influence of edu .. 

cation and example. Amidll: the infinite variety of form., 
however, which our 'verfatile nature a{fume~ it cannot fail to 
ftrike an attentive obferver, that there are certain indel~ble fea
tures common to them all. In ont: fituation, we; find good 
men attached to a republican form of government; in another, 
to a monarchy i but in all fituations, we find them devoted to 
the fervice of their country and of mankind, and difpofed to 
regard, with reverence and love, the moll: abfurd and capriciou!> 
infritutions which cuflom has led them to conned: with the order 
of foci~ty. The different appearances, therefore, which the 
political opinions and the political conduCt of men exhibit, while 
they demonflrate to what a wonderful degree human nature 
luay be illHuenced by iituation and by early inftruCtion, evince 
the exiflence of fome common and original principles, which 
fit it for the political union, and illuftrate the uniform operation 
of thofe laws of a£raciation, to which, in all the ftages of fodety, 

it is e'lually fubjeCt. 

SIMILAR obfervations are applicable, and, indeed, in a fiill 
more ftrikin.g degree, to the opinions of mankind on the im
portant queftions of religion and morlllity. The variety of 
fyftems which they have formed to themfelves concerning thefe 
{ubjeCts, has often excited the ridicule of the fceptic and the 
libertine j but if, on the one hand, this variety {hews, the folly 
of bigotry, and ~he reaConable(s of ~utual indulgence; the cu
riofity which has led men in every fit)la.tion to"fudi fpeculations, 
and the influence which their conclufions, however abfurd, have 

had on their wrader and their hap'pbJef~, p,rove, no le~ clearly, 
on , 
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on the other, that there mufl be fome principles from which they 

all derive their origin; and invite the philofopher to afcertain what 

are thefe original and immutable laws of the human mind. 

" EXAMINE" (fays Mr. Burne) "the religious principles 
" which have prevailed in the world . You will fcarcely be per

u fuaded, that they are any thing but lick men's dreams; or, 

U perhaps, will regard them more as the playfome whim lies of 

" monkeys in human ihape, than the ferious', politive, dogma

" tical afI."everations of a being, who dignifies himfe1f with the 

" name of rational."--" To oppofe the torrent of fcholafiic 

" religibn by fueh feeble maxims as thefe, that it is impoffible 

" for the fame thing to be and not to be; that the whole is 
" greater than a palt ;. that two and three make five; is pre

" tending to flop the ocean with a bulrufu." But what is the 

inference to which we are led by thefe obfervations? Is it, (to 

ufe the words of this ingenious writer,) " that the whole is a 
" riddle, an a:nigma, an inexplicable myftery; and that doubt~ 
" uncertainty, and [ufpenfe, appear the only re[ult of our moll: 

" accurate fcrudny concerning this fubjecU" Or ihould not rather 
the melancholy hiftories which he has exhibited of the follies and 

caprkes of fuperfiition, direct our attention to thofe facred and 

indelible characters on the human mind, which all thefe perver .. 

Dons of reafon are unable to obliterate; like that image of him

felf, which Phidias wilhed to perpetuate, by fiamping it [0 

Meply on the buckler of his Minerva j " ut nemo delere porret 

.. -Ip.ut.d:ivellere, qui totam tlatuam non imminueret *." In truth. 
the more firiking the contradictions, and the more ludicrous 

SClea Difcpurfc&, by JOHN SMITff, l' T 19' Cambridge. 1673. 
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th.e -ceremonies to which the pride of human reafon has thus. 
been reccnciled; the ftronger is our evidence 'that religion haa a 
foundation in the nature of man.' When the greateO: of mo
dern philofophers declares, that " he would rather believe all 
" the fables in the Legend, and the Talmud, and tIle 'AI
" ~otan, than that this univerfal frame is without mind,~ jot he 

has e"11reifed the fame feeling, which, in all ages and natiom:, 
has led good men, unaccufiomed to reafoning, to an implicit 

faith in the creed of their infancy J-a feeling which affords an 

evidence of the exifience of the Deity, incomparably more 

1hiking, tllan if, unmixed with error and. undebafed by fuper
ftitioll, this moO: important of all principles had commanded 
the uni\'erfal aifent of mankind. Where are the other trutbg, 

in the whole circle of the fdences, which are fo ~ifential to 
human happinefs, as to procure an e::afy aecefs, not only for 
themfelves, but for whatever opinions may happen to be 
blended ,with them? Where are the truths fo venerable and 
cO£l;1manding, as to impart their own fublilllity to every trifling 

m~morial which recals them to our remembrance; to beftow 
lOlemnity. _ elevatiQn 'on every mode of expr.emon by 
wbich they are corweyeEl; and which, '1n ... hatevcr fceae 
they ban habituaJly occupie4 the thougbts" confecrate every 
eIiIjed: which it p,ef~nts to ,~r (enCea, and the very groumt we 
Jlav,e been accuftomcd to tread l To attcmpt ... ~tbe. 
authority of fu~ inw"iiena, by .i~.t; 'die· e~ variety 
of forms, which they A2rive fwmea.fual a{fociatioa~- is Curdy 
an employment unfuit&ble to tile dignity of' philofophy.. t., 

LOrd B~ aw..E6aylo 
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the vulg,ar, it may be amufing, in this, as in other infl:anees, 
to indulge their 'Wonder at what is new or uQCommon; but to 
the philofopher it belongs to perceive, under all thefe various 
difguifes, the workings of the fame common nature; and in the 
fuperftitions of Egypt, no lefs than in the lofty vifions of Plato, 
to recognize the exiftence of thofe moral tiea which unite tile 
~eart of man to the Author of his being. 

SEC T ION II. 

l'!fiuence of the A.IJociatron of Ideal on our Judgments in Matter, 
of Tqjle. 

THE very general obfervations which I am to make in thi, 
Seaion, do na& prefuppofe any particular theory con~em" 

ing the nature of Taite. It is fufficietlt for my purpofe to re:
mark, tlo\at Tafte is not a fimple and original faculty, but a 
po'W'er gradually forIQ,ed by experience and ohfervation. It im .. 
plies, indeed, as its ground-work, a certain degree of natural 
fenfibility; but it implies alfo the eitercife of the judgment; and 
it "e flow ref. of an atrentivt examination and comparifon of 
the agreea1& or difagreeable eft"e8:s prodliC1d en the mind by 
e.umW objeeb. 

Io¢K of my readers as are acquainted with "Aft EfTay on 
tti Nature.. Principle'! t1f Td:e:. mtelJ publlihed by Mf. 
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AIifoc, will not be furprifed that I decline the dffcuffion of • 

fubjea: which he has treated with fa Jl'luch ingenuity and 
ele$'ance. 

TUE view wh~ch was formerly given-.of the pr~cefs, by which 
tJ\e . general laws af the material world are inveftigated, and 
which I endeavoured to< iIluftrate by th« fiate of medicine among 
rude na~ion8, is ftriCl:ly applicable to the hiftory of Tall:e. That 
certain objeCl:s are fitted to give pleafure, and othCt's ~ifguft, to 

the mind" we know from e:!perience alone; and it is impoffible 
for us,- by auy reafoning a priori, to explain, bow the pleafure 
cr the pain is produced. In the works of nature we find, in 
many inft:mces, Beauty and Sublimity involved among circum

·ib.cces, which are either indifferent, or. which obftruCl: t~e gene
ral effect: and it is only by a train of experiments, that 'we 
can feparate thofe circumftances from the reft, and afcertain 
'With what particular. qualities the pleating effea is conneaed. 
Accordingly, the inexperienced artift, when he copies Nature, 

• will copy her fervilely, that he may be certain of fecuring the-
pleating effect ~ al)d the beauties of his performances will be 
enc,pmbtred with a .pumber of fuperfluou8 or of dif:ttteeable 
concQlD.i~nu. Ex.periencc and obfervation alone can enable . . . 
$illl to make this difcrlminatioQ: to exhibit the. principle~ of 
.~auty pure and unadulter~e,~, and to form. ~ creat,ion ~hi8 
. ..,.0,. mor~ fall\per, tlla.n ev~r fell under the. olil"er,!lotion 'q£ hi$ 
fcnfet. 

1'.", amlogy ~~~n ,he prOgrdi Qf Tatle froth r~~\ti 
.~~ t an; ~ Ptol~efe of phyfical knO~ledge ~~"~ 
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fu}":!rft:ttions of a favage tribe, to the inveftigation of lh~ laws 
'Of nature, proceeds on the fuppofition, that, as in the matel ial 
world there are general faets, beyond which philofophy is un
able to proceed; fo, in the conftitution of man, there is an 
ioexpIitable adaptation of the mind to the objed:s with which his 

faculties are converfant; in'confequence of which, thefe ohjeas 
are fitted to produce agreeable or difagreeable emotions. In 
botfl cafes, reafoning may be employed with propriety to refer 
particulait phenomena to general principles; but in both cafes, 
we muft at laft arrive at principles of which no account can be 
given, but that fuch is the will of our Maker. 

A G REA T part, too, of the remarks which were made in the 
1aft fed:ion on the origin of popular prejudices, may be applied 

to explain the influence of cafual aifociations on Tafte; but 
thefe remarks dC? not fo completely exhauft the fubjeCl-, as to 
fuperfede the neceffity of farther iIIuftration. In matters of 
Tafte, the effects which we confider, are produced on the 
Mind itfelf; and are accompanied either with pleafure or with 
pain. Vence the tendency to cafual aifociation, is much ftronger 
than it commonly is, with refpeCl: to phyfical events; and when 
ruch affociations are once formed, as they do not lead to any 
important inconvenience, fimilar to thofe which refult from 
phyfical miftak.es, they aTe not fo likely to be correCl:ed by mere 

experience: llnaffifted by ftudy. To this it ia owing, that the 
influence of atTociation on our judgments concerning beauty 
~ deformity, is lHIl more rema;kable than on our fpecuJati ve 
eonclufions; a circumftance which has led fome pbilofophers to 
tu~e, that aB"otiatioll it -fufficleilt tt1 account for the origin 1)f 
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thefe noti(\ns; and that there is no fuch thing a$ a ftandard c4 
Tafte, founded on the principles of the human conltitution. But 
this is undoubtedly puihing the theory a great deal too far. The 
affociation of ideas can never account for the origin of a new no
tion; or Clf a pleafure e{rentiaUy dHferent from all the others 
which we kno\1.'. It may, indeed, ~mable us to conceive how a. 
thing indifferent in itfelf, may become a fource of pleafure, by 
being conneCl:ed in the mind with fomething elfe which is 
naturally agreeable; but it prefuppofes, in every inJflance, the
exiftence of thofe notions and thofe feelings which it is its pro
vince to cumbine: infomuch that, I apprehend, it will be found', 
wherever afi'ociation produces a change in our judgments on 
matters of Talte, it does fo, by co-operating with fome natural 
principle of tlte mind, and implies the exiftence of certain original 
fources of pleafure and uneafinefs, 

A MODE of drefs, which !\t fir{\: appeared awkward, acquires,. 
in a few weeks or months, the appearance of elegance. By 
being accultomed to fee it worn by thofe whom we confider as 
models of Tafte, it becomes aff'ociated with the agreeable im
preffions which we receive from the eafe and grace an.t,refine
ment of their manners. When it pleafes us by itfelf, the effeet 
is not to be afcribed to the drefs, but to the impreffions with 
which it has been generally connected, and which it naturally 
reCalls to the mind. 

"THIS obfervatlon points out to us the caufe of the perpo_l 
viciBitudes in drcfs, and in' every thillg whore chief rccom-

81cndalion arifcs from falbion. It is evident that, in fo tar as. 
the: 
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the agreeable effect of a drefs ames from afiOciation, the effed: 
will continue only-while it is confined to the highel' orders. 
When it is ad<?pted by the multitude, it not onty ceaf~s to be 
aff"ociated with ideas of tafte and refinement" but it is affociated 
with ideas of affectation, abfurd imitation, and vulgarity. It is 
accordingly laid afidc by the higher ,orders, who ftudiouOy avoW 
every circumfiance in external a~arance, which is debafed by 
low and common ufe; and they are led k> exercife their inven
tion, in we introduCtion of fome new peculiarities, which firft 
become fafhionable, then common, and laft of all, are aban
doned as 'Vulgar. 

I T has been often remarked, that after a certain period in the' 
progrefs of fociety, the public Tafie becomes corrupted; and 
the different productions of the fine arts begin to degenerate 
from that fimplicity. which they had attained in their fiate 
of greatefi perfeClion. One reafon of this decline is fuggefied 
by the foregoing obfervations. 

FROM the account which has been given of the natural pro
grefs oi Tafte, in feparating the genuine principles Qf beauty 
frem fuperlluous and from. offenfive concomitantst it is evident,. 
that there is a limit, bi:yond which the love of fimplicity 
cannot be carried. No bounds, indeed, can be. fet to the 
creations of genius; but as this quality occurs feldom in an emi
nent degree, it commonly happens,. that after a period of great 
rejQement of Taite, men begin to gratify their love of variety,. 

by adding fuperBuoull ~ir(:umftaOOC6 to the 6nUhed models ex ... 
~ by the~ predeCi:fi'ors, w by making other tr.iBing altera-

S tion. 
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tiona on them, with a view merely of diverfifying the effea. 
Thefe additions and alterations, indifferent, perhaps, or even 
in fome degree offenuve in themfelves, acquire foon a borrowed 
beauty, from the connexion in which we fee them, or from tbe 
influence ef fathion: the fame caufe which at firft produced 
them, continues perpetually to increa.fe their number; and 
TaRe returns to barbarifm, by almoR the fame fteps which COll

ducted it to perfection. 

THI: truth of there remarks will appear frill more {hiking to 

t'hofe who confider the wnnderful effect which a "Writer of 
fplendid genius but of incorreCt tafie, has in mil1eading the 
\1ublic judgment. The peculiarities of fuch an author are con
fecrated by the connexion in which we fee them, and even pleafe, 
to a certain degree, whe1'l detached from the excellencies of his 
eompofition, by recalling to us the agreeable impreffions with 
which they have been formerly aff'ociated. How many imita
tions have we feen, of the affectations of Sterne, by men who 
were una.ble to copy his beauties! And yet thefe imitations of 

his defed:s; of his abrupt manner; of his minute fpecification 
of cireumftances; and even of his daChes, produce, at firt, fome 
eirea on readers of fenfibility, but of uncultivated tafte, in con
f~quence of the exquifite fuokes of the pathetic, and the fingular 
vein of humour, with which they art united in the original. 

FllOM what has been faid~ it i8 obvious, that the circum
fbmtee which pleafe, in the objeoas of t&fte, art of two kin.: 
l-irft, mofe w~icb arc fitted totpleafe by tlltUl'e, or by aif'ociatiooa 
which all mankind are led to form by their common condition J 

and 
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;;nd'Secondly, thc:fe whic~ pleafe in confequence of affociations 
arifing from local and accidental circumftances. Hence. ~here 
are two kinds of Tafte: the one enabling us to judge of thofe 
beauties which have a foundation in the human conftitution; the 

other, of fuch objed:s as derive their principal recommendation 
from the influence of fathion. 

THESE two kinds of,Talle are not always united in the fame 
perf on : indeed, I am inclined to think, that they. are united 
IDut rarely. The p~rfed:ion of the one, depends much upon the 
degree in ,which we are able to free the mind irom the influence 
of cafual affociations; that of the other, on the contrary, de
pends .on a,. facility of alfociation- which enables· us to faU in. 
at once, with all the turns of the faihion, and,. (as Shakefpeare 
cxprdfes it,.) " to Qtch the tune of the times.?' 

I SHALL endeavour to ilIuftrate fame of the foregoing 
remarks, by applying them to the fuGjed: of language, whicll 
affords numberl~fs inftances to exemplify the influence which the 
a!fociation.of ideas has on our judgments in matters of Tafte. 

br the fame mantler in which an article of drefs aequires an 
appearjace ef elegance.. of vulgarity from the perf one by 
whom it is habituaUy worn r fo a particular mode of pro
aunciation acquires an air of faihion or of ruft.icity, from the 
perfone by whom it is habitually employed. The Scotch 
accent it farely in itfelf a8 good a8 the Engliih; and with-:1 
lcaaoevdolll,JUI,epecab1e tD the ear: and y.et how off'enfiva 

doe$. 
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doea it appear, even to us, who hav~ been ac:cuilomed to hear 
it from our infancy, when compared with that which is ufed by 
our (outhern neighbours !-No reafon tan be given for this, bllt 
that the capital of Sc::otland is now become a provincial tawil, 
and LotldoA is the feat of our court. 

THE diftin8:ion which is to be found, in the languages of aU 
civilifed nations, between low and polite modes of expreffion, 
arifes fro.milar caufes. It is, indeed, amufing to remark, the 
folicitude with which the higher orders, in ,the moparchies flf 
modern Europe, aftlid every circumftance in their exterior appear

ance and manner~h, by the moft remote atTeciation, may, 
io the minds of others, connec:l: them with. the idea of th~ multi
tude. Their whole drefs and deportment and converfation ate 
ftudiouUy arranged to convey an impofing notion of their con
fequence; and to recal to the fpeClator, by numJ.>erlefs flight and 

apparcQtly u'Pintentional hints, the agreeable impretfions which 
are ai'ociated with the 8livantages of fortune. 

1:0 tJais iniueoc.e of aEociJtion on knguage, it is neceffary 
for eve .. , writer to attend carefully, wllo withes to exprefs him

~with ekgt.W!c. Eor tlae:lltt.iament,of~Ied;_ aalpurity 
.. the aCe oj words, the ruka of _mmarians and c6. cri~ 
~ ~ a 'Bicient ~e; ltut. it is nQt in * W0ru 0f thW 
daft: of authou, that the hit;he, baout.iea .of 1byle 1ft to he 
.BaIdild. As the .... manDel' of ... ~ean be acquil'Cltii 
... h)' living Jaabitu.uy ill _\bca ~ fo .grace in ~ 
~ ... be auaiuecl ~ m,~ ~c ... 

elaBictL 
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claaical 'Cn'iters. It is indeed neceffary for our information, 
that we fhould perufe, occafionally, many books which have nu 
merit in point of expreffion; but I believe it to be extremely ufe .. 
ful to all literary men, to counteract the effeCt of this mifceUa
neous reading, by maintaining a tonftant and familiar acquaint.. 
ance with a few of the moft faultlefs models which the language 
affords. For want of fome ftandan} of tili& fort, we frequently 
fee an author's tafte in Writing alt~ much to the worfe in the 
courfe of his life; and his later produfrions fall beldtt the level 
of his early etrays. D'Alembert tells us, that Voltaire had always 
lying on his table, the Petit Careme of MaffiUon, and the tra
gedies af Racine; the form~r to fix his ~ in proCe compo
fition, and the latter in poetry. 

IN avoiding, howe'fer, expreffiOl'lS which are debafed by 
vulgar ufe, there is a danger of running into the other extreme, 
in queft of failiionable words and phrafes. Such an affe&tion 
may, for a few years, gratify the vanit,. of an author, by giving 
him the air of a man of the world; but the reputation it be

flow" is of a very tranfitory nature. The works which continue 
to pleare from age to age, are written with perfeCt fimpli'city; 
while thofe 'Which captivate the multitude, by a difplay of me

retrieious ornaments .. if; "" chance, they iliould furvive the 
failiions to which they are accoDlmodated, remain only to fur
niili a {ubjeCt of ridkule to pofterity. The portrait of a 
beautiful woman, in the faihiomable drefs of the day, may pleafe 
at the tnOllmlt it.it painted; nay, may perb~pt pleafe more 
... in &fJff t-bat ~ faaey of the .artift could have fuggefted; 
_.it..ia onlp 2a the plaineB: and- fimpleft drapery, that the 
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C HAP. moA: perfect: form can be tranfmitted with advantage to future 
v. 

PAR 1 II. times. 
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THE exceptions which the hiftory of literature feems to fur
nHh to thefe obfervations, :Ire only apparent. That, in the 
works of our beft authors, ,t.ere are many beauties which have 
long and generally been admired, and whieh yet owe their whole 
effeCl: to affociation, cannot be difputed; but in fuch cafes, it will 
always be 'found, that the affociations which are the foundation 
of our pleafure, have, in confequence of fome peculiar combina
tion of circumftances, bren more widely diffuCed, and more per

manently eftabliilied among mankind, than thofe which date 
their origin from the caprices of our own age are ever likely 
to be. An admiration for the daffieal remains of antiquity is, 
at prefent, not leCs general in Europe, than the advantages of a 
liberal education; and fuch is the efl"eCl of this admiration, that 
there are certain caprices of Talle, from which no man who is 
well, educated is entirely free. A compofition in a modern lan
guage, which iliould fometimes depart from the ordinary modes 
of expreffion, from an afl"eClation of the idioms which are con
fecrated in the daffics, would pleafe a very wide circle of 
reallers, in confequence of the p.revalence of claffical affociations ; 
and, therefore, fuch afreClations, however abfurd when carried 
to a tlegree of fingularity, are of a far fuperior c1afs to thore 
\Vhich are adapted to the fafuions of the day. But ftill the ge .. 
neral principle holds true, 'rbat whatever beauties derive their 
·origin merely from'Cafual aifObiation, muG: appear capricious to 
thofe to whom tbe atfociation d~ not extend; and that the 
fimpleA: ftyle is that which continues longeft to pleafe, and whick 

pleafea 
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pleafes moll' univerfally. In the writings of Mr. Harris, tbere 

is a certain daffical ,air, which will always have many a.u
mirers, while antient learning continues to be cultivated; but 

which, to a mere Englilh reader, appears fomewhat unnatural 

and ungraceful, when compared with the compofition of Swift 
or of Addifon. 

THE analogy of the arts of fiatuary and painting, may be of 
ufe in illuftrating thefe remarks. The influence of antient times 

11as extended to thefe, as well as to the art of writing; and in 
this cafe, no lefs than in the other, the tranfcendent power of 
genius has eftablilhed a propriety of choice;; in matters of indif. 

ference, and has, perhaps, confecrated, in the opinion of man
kind, fome of it!; own caprices. 

" MA NY of the ornaments of art," (fays Sir Jolhua Rey

nolds,) " thofe at leaft for which no reafon can be given, are 
" tranfmitted to us, are adopted, and acquire their confequence, 
" from the company in which we have been ufed to fee them. 

" As Greece and Rome are the fountains from whence have 
" flowed an kinds of excellence, to that veneration which they 

" have a right to claim for the pleafure and knowledge which 
" they have afforded us, we voluntarily add our approbation 

" of every ornament and every cuftom that belonged to them, 

" even to the faillian of their drers. Far it may be obferved, 
" that, not fatibfied with them in their own place, we make no 
" difficulty of dreffing ftatues of modem heroes or fenators, in 
" the falhion of the Roman armour, or peaceful robe; and 
~, even go fo far as hardly to bear a ftatue in any other 

" drapery. . 
3 B 2 " Tnl: 
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~ THE figures of the great men of thofe nations have coee 
" clown to us in fculpture. In fculpture rerD!in almofi: all the 
tf excellent fpecimens of antient art. We ltave fo far atI'ociated 
H petfonal digeity to the perfOllfl thus reprefe:Dted,. and the truth 
" of art to their manner of reprefentatio~ that it i8 not in our 
U power any longer to feparate them. This is not fo in paint
" ing; becaufe, having no excellent antient portraits, that con-' 
" nexion was never formed. Indeed, we could no more ven
" ture to paint a general officer in a Roman military habit, than 
« 'We could make a ftatue in the prefent uniform. But fince 
" we-have no antient portraits, to {hew how ready we are to 
« adopt thofe kind of prejudices, we make the beft authOl'ity 
U among the moderns ferve the fame purpofe. The great va
" riety of excellent portraits with which Vandyke has em:icb~d 
" this nation, we are not content to admire for their real excel
" lence, but extend (mr approbation even to the drefs which. 
" happened to be the faibion of that age. By this means, it 
« mull be acknowledged, very ordinary pia.ures acquired fome
" thing of the air and efkCl of the works of Vandyke, and 
" appeared therefore, at firft fight, better piflures than they 
" really were. Theyappeat'ed fo, however, to thofe only who 
~, had the means of making this afi'ociation •• " 

, 

Tal! influence of atI'ociatioQ on our notions concerniog lan
guage, is frill more ftrongly exemplified in poetry than in profe. 
As it is one great objeCt of th~ poe~ in his ferious produaiQ~ 
\0 elevate the imaginatiQn of his readers above the grolfoels of 
fcnfible objea:s. and the vulgarity of common life, it become. 

• bY)lOLDS'S Difcourfea, p. 3 13, et feq. 
p=liatly 
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peculiarly neec1fary for him to rejea the u.fe or all warda and 
pIlrafes which are trivial and hackneyed. Amoog thofc whi4:h 
are equally pure and equally perfpicuo\Ss, he, in general, findtl 
it expedient to adopt that which is the lean common. Milton 
prefers the words Rhene and Danaw t to the more common. 
words Rhine and Danube. 

" A multitude, like which the populous North 
cr Pour'd never from his frozen loins, to par. 
C( Rbene or the Danaw •• " 

In the following line, 

" Things ullattempted yet in profe or rhyme;' 

Bow much more fuitable to the poetical ftyle does the e:x:preffioll 
appear, than if the author had fai.d, 

U Things unattempted yet in profe or verfe." 

In another paifage, where, for the fake of variety, he has made 
~fe of the laft phrafe, he adds an epithet, to remove. it a little 
from the familiarity of ordinary difcourfe. 

- cc in profe or numerous verfe t:'· 

IN confequence of this circumftance, there ariks gradually 
in every language a poetical diaion, which differs widely from 
the common didion of profe. It is much lefa fubjeCl; to the 
Ticifi"ltu4d of falbion, than the polite modes of e~remon in 
famililCT 'Converfation; becaufe, when it laa CHlOe been adopted. 

• Paradife Loft, book i. 1. 3SI. 
f 1l>itI. ~ i. I. -I r", Sec. NEW'J'OM', Edit.. 
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