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< H A P. count is net exaggerated, we have the teftimony of no lefs an

L——y——

author than Erafmus, who mentions it as a2 common occur-
rence: “ Eos ufque ad pallorem, ufque ad convitia, ufque ad
“ fputa, nonnunquam et ufque ad pugnos invicem digladiari,
“ alios ut Nominales, alios ut Reales, loqui *.”

Tue difpute to which the foregoing obfervations relate,
although, for fome time after the Reformation, interrupted by
theological difquifitions, has been fince occafionally revived by
different writers; and, fingular as it may appear, it has not
yet been brought to a conclufion in which all parties are agreed.
The names, indeed, of Nominalifts and Realifts exift no longer ;
but the point in difpute between thefe two celebrated fects,
coincides precifely with a queftion which has been agitated in
our own times, and which has led to one of the moft beautiful
{peculations of modern philofophy.

Or the advocates who have appeared for the dotrine of the
Nominalifts, fince the revival of letters, the moft diftinguithed
are, Hobbes, Berkeley, and Hume. The former has, in
various parts of his works, reprobated the hypothefis of the
Realifts ; and has flated the opimions of their antagonifis

* The Nominalifts procured the death of John Hufs, who was a Realift
and in their letter to Lewis King of France, do not pretend to deny that he fell
a viQtim to the refemtment of their fe&. The Realifts, on the other hand,
obtained, in the year 1479, the condemnation of Jehn de Wefalia, who was
attached to the party of the Nominalifts. Thefe contending fe@s carried their
fury fo far as to charge cach other with « the fin againft the Holy Ghoft.”

Mosarin’s Ecclefiaftical Hiftory.

with
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with that acutenefs, fimplicity, and precifion, which dli’cmgm(h CHAP
all his writings*. ‘The fecond, confidering {and, in my opi- \___I.,.__..a
nion, juftly) the do@rines of the antients concerning univerfals,
in fupport of which fo much ingenuity had been employed by
the Realifts, as the great fource of myftery and error in the
abftra&t fciences, was at pains to overthrow it completely,
by fome very ingenious and original fpeculations of his own.
Mr. Hume’s T view of the fubje@, as he himfelf acknowledges,
does

* ¢ The univerfality of one name to many things, lLath been the caufe that
% men think the things themfelves are univerfal; and fo ferioufly contend, that
¢ befides Peter and John, and all the reft of the men that are, have been, or
¢ fhall be, in the world, there is yet fomething elfe, that we call Man, viz.
¢ Man in gencral; deceiving themfelves, by taking the univerfal, or general
¢« appellation, for the thing it fignifieth : For if one fhould defire the painter to
“ mahe him the piclurc of a man, which is as much as to fuy, of a man
“ in general; he meaneth no more, but that the pamter thould chufe what
 man he pleafeth to draw, which muft nceds be fome of them that are, or
¢ have been, or may be; none of which are univerfal. But when he would
¢ have him to draw the pi¢ture of the king, or any particular perfon, he
& limiteth the painter to that onc peifon he chufeth. It is plain, thereforc,
that there is nothing univerfal but names; which are therefore called inde-
% finite, becaufe we limit them not ourfelves, but leave them to be applied by
¢ the hearer: whereas a fingular name is limited and reftrained to one of the
¢ many things it fignifieth; as when we f{ay, this man, pointing to him, or
giving him his proper name, or by fome fuch other way.”

Hosues's Tripos, chap.v. § 6.

~
-

-
-

4+ “ A very material queftion has been ftarted concerning abftra& or general
ideas: Whether they be general or particular in the mind’s conception of
“ them ? A great philofopher has difputed the received opinion in this particu-
4 lary and has afferted, that all genctal ideas are nothing but particular oncs
¢ annexed to a certain térm, which gives them a more extenfive fignification,
* and makes them recal, upon occafion, other individuals, which are fimilar

Bb “ to
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¢ HAP does not differ materially from that of Berkeley ; whom, by

u....,,__.: the way, he fecms to have regarded as the author of an opinion,,
of which he was only an expofitor and defender; and which,
fince the days of Rofcelinus and Abelard, has been familiarly
known in all the univerfitiey of Europe *.

NoTwWITHSTANDING, however, the great merit of thefe
writers, in defending and illuftrating the fyftem of the Nomi-
nalifts, none of them feem to me to have been fully aware of
the important confcquences to which it leads. The Abbé de
Condillac was, I bclieve, the firt (if we except, perhaps,
Leibnitz) who perceived that, if this fyftem be true, a talent
for reafoning muft confift, in a great meafure, in a fkilful ufc
of language as an inftrument of thought. The moft valuable
of his remarks on this fubje& are contained in a treatife De

¢ to them. As I'look upon this to be one of the greateft and moft valuable
* difcoveries that have been made of late years in the republic of letters, 1 {hall
« here endeavour to confirm it by fome arguments, which, I hope, will put 1t
# beyond all doubt and controverfy.”

Treatife of Human Nature, book i. part i, fedt. 7.

* Leibnitz, too, has declared himfelf a partifan of this fe&, in a dif~
fertation « De Stilo Philofophico Marii Nizolii.” This Nizolius publithed
a book at Parma, in the year 13553, entitled, * De Veris Principiis et
% vera Ratione Philofophandi;” in which he oppofed feveral of the doftrincs
of Ariftotle, particularly his opinion concerning univerfals. An edition of this
work, with a Preface and Notes, was publithed by Leibnitz at Franckfort, in the
‘year 1670. 'The Preface and Notes are to be found in the fourth volume of his
works, by Dutens. {Geneva, 1768.) 1 have inferted a fhort extract from the
former, in Note (I). at the end of the volume,

5 PAre
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& Art de Penfer, which forms the fourth volume of his “ Cours € H A T

“ d’Etude.”

Dr. CampBELL, too, in his Philofophy of Rhetoric, has
founded, on the principles of Berkcley and Hume, a very
curious and interefting fpeculation, of which I fhall have occa-
fion afterwards to take notice.

THE explanation which the do&rines of thefe writers
afford, of the procefs of the mind in general reafoning, is
fo fimple, and at the fame time, in my apprehenfion, fo fa-
tisfaltory, that, I own, it is with fome degree of furprife
{ have read the attempts which have lately been made to revive
the fyftem of the Realifts. One of the ableft of thefe attempts
is by Dr. Price; who, in his very valuable Treatife on Morals,
has not only employed his ingenuity in fupport of fome of the
old tenets of the Platonic fchool, but has even gone fo far as to
follow Plato’s example, in conne@ing this fpeculation about
univerfals, with the fublime queftions of natural theology.
The obfervations which he has offered in fupport of thefe opi-
nions, I have repeatedly perufed with all the attention in my
power; but without being able to enter into his views, or even
to comprehend fully his meaning. Indeed, I muft acknow-
ledge, that it appears to me to afford no flight prefumption
againft the principles on which he proceeds, when I obferve,
that an author, remarkable, on moft occafions, for precifion of
ideas, and for perfpicuity of ftyle, ncver fails to lofe him-
felf in obfcurity and myfery, when he enters on thefe dif-
quifitions.

Bb 2 Dr.
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DR. Price’s reafonings in proof of the exiftence of univer~
fals, are the more curious, as he acquiefces in fome of Dr.
Reid's conclufions with refpe@ to the ideal theory of percep-
tion. ‘That there are in the mind, images or refemblances of
things external, he grants to be impoffible; but ftill he feems
to fuppofe, that, in every cxertion of thought, there is fome-
thing immediately prefent to the mind, which is the objed
of its attention. ¢ When abftra@ truth is contemplated, is
“ not” (fays he) “the very obje itfelf prefent to the mind?
“ When millions of intelle@s contemplate the equality of every
“ angle of a femicircle o a right angle, have they not all the
¢« f{amc object in view ? Is this objeét nothing ? Or is it only an
“ image, or kind of thadow ? Thefe inquiries,” he adds, * carry
“ our thoughts high *.”

* The whole paflage is as follows: ¢ The word idea is fomctimes ufed to
# fignify the immediate object of the mind in thinking, confidercd as fome-
¢ thing in the mind, which reprefents the real object, but is different from it
« This fenfe of an idea is derived from the notion, that when we think of any
¢ eaternal exiftence, therc is fomething immcdiately prefent to the mind,
¢¢ which it contemplates diflinét fiom the object itfelf, that being at a diftance,
« But what is this ? It is bad language to cail it an image in the mind of the
¢ objedt. Shall we fay then, that there is indeed no fuch thing? Bur would
* not this be the fame a# to fay that, when the mind is employcd in viewing
¢ and examining any objet, whicl is cither not prefent to it, or does not exifl,
¢ jt is employed in viewing and examining nothing, and therefore does not then
¢ think at all !~~When abftradt truth is contemplated, is not the very objet
# itlelf prefent to the mind ? 'When millions of intellects contemplate the equa-
« lity of every angle in a femicircle to a right angle, have they not all the fame
« object in view ? Is this obje@ nothing? Oris it only an image or kind of
¢ fhadow ?—Thefe inquiries carry our thoughts high.”

Tye
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THE difficulty which has appeared fo puzzling to this inge- C H A P.

IV

nious writer, is, in truth, more apparent than real. In the wom

cafe of Perception, Imagination, and Memory, it has been
already fully thewn, that we have no rcafon to believe the ex~
iftence of any thing in the mind diftin@& from the mind itfelf;
and that, even upon the fuppofition that the fa& were other-
wife, our intelleftual operations would be juft as inexplicable as
they are at prefent.  Why then thould we fuppofe, that, in our
general {peculations, there muft exift in the mind fome obje&
of its thoughts, when it appears that therc is no evidence of
the exiftence of any fuch obje&, even when the mind is em-
ployed about individuals?

STiLL, however, it may be urged, that, although, in fuch
cafes, there fhould be no objed of thought in the mind, there
muft exift fomething or other to which its attention is dircéted.
To this difficulty I have no anfwer to make, but by repeating
the falt which I have alrcady endeavoured to eftablith ; that
there are only two ways in which we can poflibly fpeculate
about clafles of objects; the one, by means of a word or gene-
ric term ; the other, by means of one particular individual of
the clafs which we confider as the reprefentative of the reft;
and that thefe two methods of carrying on our general fpe-~
culations, are at bottom fo much the fame, as to authorife us
to lay it down as a principle, that, without the ufe of figns, all
our thoughts muft have related to individuals, When we rea-
fon, therefore, concerning claffes or genera, the objecs of our

attention are merely figns ; or if, in any inftance, the generic
word
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c HWA * word fhould recal fome individual, this circumftance is to be
t——— regarded only as the confequence of an accidental affociation,

which has rather a tendency to difturb, than to aflit us in our
reafoning.

WHETHER it might not have been poffible for the Deity to
thave fo formed us, that we might have been capable of rea-
foning concerning claffes of objeds, without the ufe of figns,
I fhall not take upon me to determine. But this we may
venture to aflirm with confidence, that man is not fuch a
being. And, indeed, even if he were, it would not therefore
neceflarily follow, that there exifls any thing in a genus,
diftin@ from the individuals of which it is compofed ; for we
know that the power which we have of thinking of particular
objects without the medium of figns, does not in the leaft de-
pend on their exiftence or non-exiftence.

IT would be vain, however, for us, in inquiries of this
nature, to indulge ourfelves in fpeculating about poffibilitics.
It is of more confequence to remark the advantages which we
derive from our actual conflitution ; and which, in the prefent
inftance, appear to me to be important and admirable: inaf-
much as it fits mankind for an eafy interchange of their intel-
leGtual acquifitions ; by impofing on them the neceffity of em-
ploying, in their folitary fpeculations, the fame inftrument of
thought, which forms the eftablithed medium of their commu-
nications with each other.

1w
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In the very flight fketch which I have given of the contro. € H A P

verly between the Nominalifts and the Realifts about the exift-

ence of univerfals, I have taken no notice of an intermediate
fect called Conceptualifls ; whofe diftinguithing tenet is faid to
have been, that the mind has a power of forming general con-
ceptions *. TFrom the indiftin&nefs and inaccuracy of their
language on the fubje@, it is not a very eafy matter to afcer-
tain precifely what was their opinion on the point in queftion;
but, on the whole, I am inclined to think, that it amounted to
the two following propofitions: firft, that we have no reafon
to believe the exiftence of any eflences, or univerfal ideas, cor-
refponding to general terms; and fecondly, that the mind has
the power of reafoning concerning gemera, or clafles of indi-
viduals, without the mediation of language. Indeed, I cannot
think of any other hypothefis which it is poffible to form on

the fubjed, diftinét from thofe of the two celebrated fedts al-"

ready mentioned. In denying the exiftence of univerfals, we

* « Nominales, deferta paulo Abelardi hypothefi, univerfalia in notionibus
¢ atque conceptibus mentis ex rebus fingularibus abftractione formatis confiftere
¢ ftatuebant, unde cencepruales dich funt.”™ Brucker, vol. iti. p. go8.
(Lipfl. 1766.)

¢ Nominalium tres erant familie. Aliqui ut Rocelinus, univerfalia meras
 efle voces docuerunt. Alii iterum in folo intelleGu pofuerunt, atque meros
¢ animi conceptus eflfe autumarunt, quos conceptuales aliqui vocant, ¢t a no-
 minalibus diftinguunt, quanquam alii etiam confundant. Ali fuerunt, qui
* univerfalia quzfiverunt, non tam in vocibus, quant in fermonibus integris,
¢ quod Joh. Sarifberienfis adfcribit Pet, Abelardo; quo quid intelligat ille,
% mihi non fatis liquet.”——MorHor. Polyhiftor. Tom. Sec. lib. i, cap. xiii.
§ 2.

I have taken no notice of the laft clafs of Nominalifts here mentioned; as I
find mylelf unabiz to comprehend their doctrine.

know
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C H AP kxnow that the Conceptualifts agreed with the Nominalifts. n
‘e~ what, then, can we fuppofe that they differed from them, but-

about the neceflity of language as an inftrument of thought, in
carrying on our general fpeculations ?

Wita this fe& of Conceptualifts, Dr. Reid is difpofed to
rank Mr. Locke; and I agree with him fo far as to think, that,
if Locke had any decided opinion on the point in difpute, it did
not differ materially from what I have endeavoured to exprefs
in the two general propofitions which I have juft now flated.
The apparent inconfiftencies which occur in that part of his
Effay in which the queftion is difcufled, have led f{ubfequent
authors to reprefent his fentiments in different lights ; but as thefc
inconfiftencies plainly thew, that he was neither fatisfied with the
fyftem of the Realifts, nor with that of the Nominalifts; they
appear to me to demonftrate that he leaned to the intermediate
hypothefis already mentioned, notwithftanding the inaccurate
and paradoxical manner in which he has exprefled it *,

May [ take the liberty of adding, that Dr. Reid’s own opinior
feems to me alfo to coincide nearly with that of the Conceptual-
ifts; or, at leaft, to coincide with the two propofitions which I
have already fuppofed to contain a fummary of their doQrine ?
“The abfurdity of the antierit opinion concerning .univerfals, as
maintained both by Plato and Ariftotle, he has sxpofed by the
cleareft and moft decifive arguments ; ‘not to mention, that, by
his: own very original and impottant fpecalafions concerning
the“ideal theory, he has completely defiroyed that natural pre-

* 8ee Note [K).
judice
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judice from which the whole fyflem of univerfal ideas gradually € H VA P.
took rife. If, even in the cafe of individuals, we have no rea- (s

fon to believe the exiftence of any obje& of thought in the
mind, diftin® from the mind itfelf, we are at once relieved
from all the difficulties in which philofophers have involved
themfelves, by attempting to explain, in confiftency with that
antient hypothefis, the procefs of the mind in its general fpe-
culations.

ON the other hand, it is no lefs clear, from Dr. Reid’s criti-
cifms on Berkeley and Hume, that his opiuion does not coincide
with that of the Nominalifts; and that the power which the
mind poflefles of reafoning concerning clafles of objes, ap-
pears to him to imply fome faculty, of which no notice is taken
in the {yftems of thefe philofophers.

Tur long experience I have had of the candour of this ex-~
cellent author, encourages me to add, that, in flating his opi~
nion on the fubject of univerfals, he has not expreffed himfelf
in a manner fo completely fatisfattory to my mind, as on moft
other occafions. That language is not an eflential inftrument
of thought in our general reafonings, he has no where pofitively
afferted. At the fame time, as he has not affirmed the contrary,
and as he has declared himfelf diffatisfied with the do&rines of
Berkeley and Hume, his readers are naturally led to conclude,
that this is his real opinion on the fubje&. His filence on this
point is the more to be regretted, as it is the only point about
which there can be any reafonable controverfy among thefe who
allow his refutation of the ideal hypothefis to be fatisfaltory.

Ce In
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¢ H AP In confequence of that refutation, the whole difpute between
.___,,_, the Realifts and the Conceptualifts falls at once to the ground;

but the difpute between the Conceptualifts and the Nominalifts
(which involves the great queftion concerning the ufe of figns
in general fpeculation) remains on the fame footing as before.

In order to juftify his own expreffions concerning univerfals ;
and in oppofition to the language of Berkeley and Hume, Dr.
Reid is at pains to illuftrate a diftinGtion between conception
and imagination, which, he thinks, has not been fufficiently
attended to by philofophers. “ An univerfal,” fays he, * is
“ not an object of any external fenfe, and therefore cannot be
“ imagined ; but it may be diftin@ly conceived. When Mr.
“ Pope fays, * The proper ftudy of mankind is man;” I con-
“ ceive his meaning diftin&tly ; although I neither imagine a
¢ black or a white, a crooked or a ftraight man. [ can con-
¢ ceive a thing that is impoffible; but I cannot diftin&ly ima-
“ gine a thing that is impoffible. I can conceive a propofition
“ or a demontftration, but I cannot imagine either. I can con-
¢ ceive underftanding and will, virtue and vice, and other
‘ attributes of the mind; but I cannot imagine them. In like
“ manner, I can diftin@ly conceive univerfals; but I cannot
“ jmagine them *.”

It appears from this paffage, that, by conceiving univerfals,
Dr. Reid means nothing more, than underftanding the meaning
of propofitions involving general terms. But the obfervations

P. 482,
ke



OF THE HUMAN MIND.

195

ke has made (admitting them in their full extent) do not € Hva P.
in the leaft affet the queftion about the neceflity of figns, st

to enable us to fpeculate about fuch propofitions. The vague
ufe which metaphyfical writers have made of the word concep-
fon, {of which I had occafion to take notice in a former chap-
ter,) has contributed in part to embarrafs this fubject. That
we cannot conceive univerfals in a way at all analogous to that
in which we conceive an abfent obje@ of fenfe, is granted on
both fides. Why then fhould we employ the fame word con-
ception, to exprefs two operations of the mind which are
effentially different ? When we fpeak of conceiving or under-
flanding a general propofition, we mean nothing more than
that we have a convittion, (founded on our previous ufe of
the words in which it is exprefled,) that we have it in our
power, at pleafure, to fubflitute, inftead of the general terms,
fome one of the individuals comprehended under them. When
we hear a propofition announced, of which the terms are not
familiar to us; we naturally defire to have it exemplified, or
illuftrated, by means of fome particular inftance; and when
we are once fatisfied by fuch an application, that we have the
interpretation of the propofition at all times in our power, we
make no fcruple to fay, that we conceive or underftand its
meaning ; although we fhould not extend our views beyond
the words in which it is announced, or even although no parti-
cular exemplification of it fhould occur to us at the moment.
It is in this fenfe only, that the terms of any general propofition
can poffibly be underftood: and therefore Dr. Reid’s argument
does not, in the leaft, invalidate the doctrine of the Nominalifts,
that,” without the ufe of language, (under which term I com~

Cc2 prehend
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CHA P. prehend every fpecies of figns,) we fhould never have been able to
*—— extend our fpeculations beyond individuals.

THAT, in many cafes, we may fafely employ in our reafon~-
ings, general terms, the meaning of which we are not even able
to interpret in this way, and confequently, which are to us
wholly infignificant, I had occafion already to demonfirate, in a
former part of this fetion.

SECTTION 1V,

Continuation of the fame Subjelt.— Inferences with refpect to the
Ufe of Language as an Infirument of Thought, and the Errors
in Reafoning to which it occafionally gives rife.

N the laft Setion, I mentioned Dr. Campbell, as an inge-
nious defender of the fyftem of the Nominalifts; and I
alluded to a particular application which he has made of their
do&rine. The reafonings which I had then in view, are to be
found in the feventh chapter of the fecond book of his Philo-
fophy of Rbetorick; in which chapter he propofes to explain
how it happens, * that nonfenfe fo often efcapes being deteCted,
 both by the writer and the reader.” ‘The title is fomewhat
ludicrous in a grave philofophical work; but the difquifition
to which it is prefixed, contains many acute and profound re-
marks
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marks on the nature and power of figns, both as a medium of € H A P

communication, and as an inftrument of thought.

Dr. CaMPBELL's fpeculations with refpeét to language as an
inftrument of thought, feem to have been fuggefted by the fol=
lowing paffage in Mr. Hume's Treatife of Human Nature. ¢ 1be-
¢ lieve, every one who examines the {ituation of his mind in rea-
“ foning, will agree with me, that we do not annex diftin& and
“ complete ideas to every term we make ufe of ; and that in
“ talking of Government, Church, Negotiation, Conqueft, we
 feldom fpread out in our minds all the fimple ideas of which
“ thefe complex ones are compofed. It is, however, obferv-
“ able, that, notwithftanding this imperfection, we may avoid
“ talking nonfenfe on thefe fubjeCs; and may perceive any
“ repugnance among the ideas, as well as if we had a full
¢ comprehenfion of them. Thus if, inftead of faying, that, in
“ war, the weaker have always recourfe to negotiation, we
* fhould fay, that they have always recourfe to conqueft; the
“ cuftom which we have acquired, of attributing certain rela-
¢ tions to ideas, ftill follows the words, and makes us immedi-
“ ately perceive the abfurdity of that propofition.”

In the remarks which Dr. Campbell has made on this paf-
fage, he has endeavoured to explain in what manner our habits
of thinking and f{peaking, gradually eftablith in the mind fuch
relations among the words we employ, as enable us to carry on
procefles of reafoning by means of them, without attending in
every inftance to their particular fignification. With moft of his

remarks on this fubjet I perfectly agree ; but the illuftrations he
gives

h.—v-—
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€ f‘}vf P. gives of them, are of too great extent to be introduced here ;

v~ and I would not wifh to run the ritk of impairing their per{pi=
cuity, by attempting to abridge them. I muft therefore refer
fuch of my readers as with to profecute the fpeculation, to his
very ingenious and philofophical treatife.
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« In confequence of thefe circumftances,” (fays Dr. Camp-
bell,) ¢ it happens that, in matters which are perfedly fa-
miliar to us, we are able to reafon by means of words,
without examining, in every inftance, their fignification.
Almoft all the poflible applications of the terms (in other
words, all the acquired relations of the figns) have become
cuftomary to us. The confequence is, that an unufual appli-
cation of any term is inftantly deteted ; this dete&ion breeds
doubt, and this doubt occafions an immediate recourfe to ideas.
The recourfe of the mind, when in any degree puzzled with
the figns, to the knowledge it has of the things fignified, is
natural, and on fuch fubje&s perfeltly eafy. And of this re-
courfe the difcovery of the meaning, or of the unmeaningnels
of what is faid, is the immediate effe@. But in matters that
are by no means familiar, or are trcated in an uncommon
manner, and in fuch as are of an abftrufe and intricate nature,
the cafe is widely different.” The inflances in which we are

chiefly liable to be impofed on by words without meaning are,
{according to Dr. Campbell,) the three following :

FirsT, Where there is an exuberance of-metaphor,

SecoNpLY,
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SecoNprLy, When the terms moft frequently occurring,
denote things which are of a complicated nature, and to which
the mind is not fufficiently familiarifed. Such are the words,
Government, Church, State, Conftitution, Polity, Power,
Commerce, Legiflature, Jurifdiion, Proportion, Symmetry,
Elegance.

THIRDLY, When the terms employed are very abftra&, and
confequently of very extenfive fignification *. For an illuftra-
tion of thefe remarks, I muft refer the reader to the ingenious
work which I juft now quoted.

To the obfervations of thefe eminent writers, I thall take the
liberty of adding, that we are doubly liable to the miftakes they
mention, when we make ufe of a language which is not per-
fe&tly familiar to us. Nothing, indeed, I apprehend, can fhew
more clearly the ufe we make of words in reafoning than this,
that an obfervation which, when expreflfed in our own lan-
guage, feems trite or frivolous, often acquires the appearance
of depth and originality, by being tranflated into another.

* ¢« The more general any word is in its fignification, it is the more liable
¢ to be abufed by an improper or unmeaning application. A very general term
¢ is applicable alike to a multitude of different individuals, a particular term is
« applicable but to a few. When the rightful applications of a word are cx-
« tremely numerous, they cannot all be fo firongly fixed by habit, but thar,
« for greater fecurity, we muft perpetually recur in our minds from the fign to
« the notion we have of the thing (ignificd ; and for the rcafon aforementioned,
¢ it is in fuch inftances difficult precifely to afcertain this notion. Thus the lati-
« tude of a word, though different from its ambiguity, hath often a fimilar
# cffet.”~——Philofophy of Rhetoric, vol, il. p. 122.
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€ H AP For my own part, at leaft, I am confcious of having been fre~

i-—v-.a quently led, in this way, to form an exaggerated idea of the
merits of antient and of foreign authors; and it has happened
to me more than once, that a fentence, which feemed at firft
to contain fomething highly ingenious and profound, when
tranflated into words familiar to me, appeared obvioully to be a
trite or a nugatory propofition.

THE effe@® produced by an artificial and inverted ftyle in
our own language, is fimilar to what we experience when we
read a-compofition in a foreign one. The eye is too much
dazzled to fee diftin&ly. ¢ Aliud fiyli genus,” (fays Bacon,)
¢ totum in eo eft, ut verba fint aculeata, fententiz concife,
¢ oratio denique potius verfa quam fufa, quo fit, ut omnia,
¢ per hujufmodi artificium, magis ingeniofa videantur quam re
“ vera fint, Tale invenitur in Sencca effufius, in Tacito et
¢ Plinio fecundo moderatius.”

Tue deranged collocation of the words in Latin compofition,
aids powerfully the impofition we have now been confidering,
and renders that language an inconvenient medium of philofo-
phical communication; as well as an inconvenient inftrument
of accurate thought. Indeed, in all languages in which this
latitude in the arrangement of words is admitted, the affo-
ciations among words muft be loofer, than where one in-
variable order is followed; and of confequence, on the
principles of Hume and Campbell, the miftakes which are
committed in reafonings expreffed in fuch languages, will uot
be fo readily deteted.

The
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THE errors in reafoning, to which we are expofed in confe- € HNA P.
quence of the ufe of words as an infirument of thought, Wil mws
appear the lefs furprifing, when we confider that all the
languages which have hitherto exifted in the world, have
derived their origin from popular ufe; and that their applica-
tion to philofophical purpofes, was altogether out of the view of
thofe men who firft employed them. Whether it might not be
poffible to invent a language, which would at once facilitate
philofophical communication, and form a more convenient
inftrument of reafoning and of invention, than thofe we
poflefs at prefent, is a queftion of very difficult difcuflion; and
upon which I fhall not prefume to offer an opinion. The
failure of Wilkins’s very ingenious attempt towards a real cha=
racer, and 2 philofophical language, is not perhaps decifive
againft fuch a projet ; for, not to mention fome radical defets
in his plan, the views of that very eminent philofopher do not
feem to have extended much farther than to promote and extend
the literary intercourfe among different nations.  Leibnitz, fo far
as I know, is the only author who has hitherto conceived the
poffibility of aiding the powers of invention and of reafoning,
by the ufe of a more convenient inftrument of thought ; but he
has no where explained his ideas on this very interefling fub-
je&. Ttis only from a converfation of his with Mr. Boyle and
Mr, Oldenburgh, when he was in England in 1673, and from
fore imperfe& hints in different parts of his works *, that we
find it had engaged his attention. In the courfe of this conver-
fation he obferved, that Wilkins had miftaken the true end of

* See Note [L].
Dd a real
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C H A P. areal charatter, which was not merely to enable different na-
Iv. .
‘e tions to correfpond eafily together, but to affift the reafon, the

invention, and the memory. In his writings, too, he fome-
where fpeaks of an alphabet of human thoughts, which he
had been employed in forming, and which, probably, (as Fon-
tenelle has remarked,) had fome relation to his univerfal
language *.

THe new nomenclature which has been introduced into
chymiftry, feems to me to furnifh a firiking illuftration of the
effe®t of appiopriated and well-defined expreflions, in aiding
the intelleQual powers; and the period is probably not far
diftant, when fimilar innovations will be attempted in fome of
the other fciences.

* ¢ M. Leibnitz avoit congu Ie projet d"une langue philofophique et univer-
* felle. Wilkins Evéque de Chefter, et Dalgarno y avoient travaillé; mais des
“ le tems qu'il etoit en Angleterre, il avoit dut 3 Mcflieurs Boyle et d’ Olden-
¢ bourg quil ne croyoit pas que ces grands hommes euflent encore frappé au
« but. Ils pouvoient bien faire que des nations qui ne s’entendoient pas euflent
“ aifément commerce, mais 1ls n’avoient pas attrappé les véritables carafléres
¢ réels, qui étoient infirument le plus fin dont Pefprit humain fe plt fervir, et
% qui devoient extrémement faciliter et le raifonnement, et la memoire, et
¢« Pinvention des chofes. Ils devoient reflembler, autant qu’il étoit poffible, aux
¢ caraltéres d'algebre, quien effet font trés fimples, et trés expreflifs, qui n’ont
s jamais ni fuperfluité, ni équivoque, et dont toutes les varietés font raifonnées.
% Il a parlé en quelque endroit, d’un alphabet des penfées humaines, qu'il me-
« ditoit. Selon toutes les apparencesy cet alphabet avpit rapport } {a langue
s univerfelle.” Eloge de M. Lminnrrz par M. de FONTENELLE.
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SECTION V.

Of the Purpofes to which the Powers of Abfirattion and
Generalifation are fubfervient.

T has been already fhewn, that, without the ufe of figns, all

our knowledge muft neceffarily have been limited to indivi-
duals, and that we fhould have been perfectly incapable both of
claflification and general reafoning. Some authors have main-
tained, that without the power of generalifation, (which I have
endeavoured to thew, means nothing more than the capacity of
employing general terms,) it would have been impoffible for us to
have carried on any fpecies of reafoning whatever. But I
cannot help thinking that this opinion is erroneous; or, at
leaft, that it is very imperfectly ftated. The truth is, it appears
to me to be juft in one fenfe of the word reafoning, but falfe in
another; and I eveq fufpect it is falfe in that fenfe of the word
in which it is moft commonly cmployed. Before, therefore, it
is laid down as a general propofition, the meaning we are to
anunex to this very vague and ambiguous term, fhould be
afcertgined with precifion.

Ddz Iy

203
CHAP
Iv.



)

CHAP
‘——v:-_l

ELEMENTS OF THE PHILOSQPHY

It has been remarked by feveral writers, that the expeation
which we feel of the continuance of the laws of nature, is not
founded upon reafoning; and different theories have of late
been propofed to account for its origin. Mr, Hume refolves it
into the affociation of ideas. Dr. Reid, on the other hand,
maintains, that it is an original principle of our conftitution,
which does not admit of any explanation ; and which, there-
fore, is to be ranked among thofe general and ultimate fads,
beyond which philofophy is unable to proceed *.  Without

* In inquirics of this nature, fo far rcmoved from the common courfe of
literary purfuits, it always gives me pleafure to remark a coincidence of opinion
among different philofophers; particularly smong men of ariginal genius, and
who have besn educated in different philofophical fyftems. The following
paffage, in which M. de Condorcet gives an account of fome of the meta-
phyfical opinions of the late Mr. Turgot, approaches very nearly to Dr. Reid's
doltrines.

¢ La mémoire de nos fenfations, et la faculté gue nous avons de réfléchir
 fur ces fenfations pafiées ct de les combiner, font le feul principe de nos con-
# noiffances.  La fuppofition qu'il exifte des loix conftantes auxquelles tous les
# phénomenes obfervés font affujettis de manijere 3 reparoitre dans tous les temps,
¢ dans toutes les circonftances, tels qu'ils font déterminés par ces loix, eft le
% feul fondement de la certitude de ces connoiffances.

« Nous avons la confcience d’avoir obfervé cette conftance, et un fentiment
* involontaire nous force de croire qu’elle continuera de fubfifter. La probabi~
¢ lité qui en refulte, quelque grande qu'elle foit, n'eft pas une certitude.
« Aucune relation néceffaire ne lie pour nous le pafié A Pavenir, ni la conftance
“ de ce que j'ai vu A celle de ce que j'aurcis continu€é d'obferver fi jetois refté
“ dans des circonflances femblables ; mais I’ impreflion qui me porte & regarder
“ comme exiftant, comme réel ce qui m'a préfenté ce carattere de conftance,
“ oft jrrébftible.” e ¥ic de TurGOT, partic ii. p. 56.

¢ Quand un Frangois et un Anglois penfent de méme, (fays Voltaire,) #
“ faut bicn qu'ils aient raifon.”
this
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this principle of expe@ation, it would be impoflible for us to € HWA e
accommodate our condud to the eftablithed courfe of nature; e

and, accordingly, we find that it is a principle coéval with our
very exiftence ; and, in fome meafure, common to man with
the lower animals.

It is an obvious confequence of this do&rine, that, although
philofophers be accuftomed to ftate what are commonly called
the laws of nature, in the form of general propofitions, it is by
no means neceflary for the prattical purpofes of life, that we
fhould exprefs them in this manner; or even that we fhould
exprefs them in words at all. The philofopher, for example,
may ftate it as a law of Nature, that * fire fcorches;” or that
* heavy bodies, when unfupported, fall downwards:” but,
long before the ufe of artificial figns, and even before the dawn
of reafon, a child learns to act upon both of thefe fuppofitions.
In doing fo, it is influenced merely by the inftincive principle
which has now been mentioned, dire@ed in its operation (as is
the cafe with many other inftin@s) by the experience of the
individual. If man, therefore, had been deflined for no other
purpofes, than to acquire fuch an acquaintance with the courfe
of nature, as is neceflary for the prefervation of his animal
exiftence ; he might have fulfilled all the ends of his being
without the ufe of language.

As we are enabled, by our inftin@ive anticipation of phyfical
eventg, to accommodate our condu& to what we forefee is to
happen, fo we are enabled, in many cafes, to increafe our

2 power,
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C H AP power, by employing phyfical caufes as inftruments for the
tt accomplithment of our purpofes; nay, we can employ a feries

of fuch caufes, fo as to accomplifh very remote effe@ts. We
ean employ the agency of air, to increafe the heat of a furnace ;
the furnace, to render iron mallcable; and the iron to all the
various purpofes of the mechanical arts. Now, it appears to me,
that all this may be conceived and done without the aid of lan-
guage: and yet, affuredly, to difcover a feries of means fub-
fervient to a particular end; or, in other words, an effort of
mechanjcal invention; implies, according to the common doc-
trines of philofophers, the exercifc of our reafoning powers. In
this fenfe, therefore, of the word reafoning, I am inclined to
think, that it is not effentially connetted with the faculty of
generalifation, or with the ufe of figns.

IT is fome confirmation of this conclufion, that favages, whofe
minds are almoft wholly occupied with particulars, and who
have neither inclination nor capacity for general {peculations,
are yet occafionally obferved to employ a long train of means
for accomplithing a particular purpofe. Even fomething of this
kind, but in a very infecior degree, may, I think, be remarked
in the other animals; and that they do not carry it farther, is
probably not the effet of their want of generalifation, but of
the imperfeQtion [of fome of thofe faculties which are com-
mon to them with our fpecies; particularly of their powers of
attention and recolle@tion. The inftances which are commonly
produced, to prove that they are not deftitute of the power of
reafoning, are all examples of that fpecies of contrivance which
has been mentioned ; and are perfeily diftin& from thofe in-

telleGtual
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telletual procefles to which the ufe of figns is effentially fub~ € HAP

fervient *.

WHETHER that particular fpecies of mechanical contrivance
which has now been mentioned, and which confifts merely in
employing a feries of phyfical caufes to accomplith an effe@

One of the beft attefted inftances which I have met with, of fagacity in the
lower animals, 18 mentioned by M. Bailly, in his Lettre fur les Ammaux, ad-
drefled to M. Le Roy.
¢ Un de mes amis, homme d’efpnt et digne de confiance, m’a raconté deux
farits dont il a €€ témoin. Il avort un finge trés intelligent; 1l samufort &
lui donner des noix dont I’ amimal etoit trés friand ; mais 1l les plagoit affez
 loin, pour que retenu par {a chalne, le finge ne pfit pas les atteindre: aprés
bien des efforts nutifes qui ne fervent qu’ préparer Pinvention, le finge,
voyant paffer un domeftique portant unc ferviette fous le bras, fe faifit de cette
{erviette, et s'en fervit pour attemdic 3 la nom et amener jufqu’ 3 lui. La
maniere de caffer la noix evigea unc nouvelle invention; il en vint & bout,
en plagant la nowx i terre, en y tufant tomber de haut une pierre ou un
¢ caillou pour la brifer.  Vous voyez, Monfieur, que fans avoir connu, comme
¢ Gahlée, les loix de la chiite des corps, le finge avoit bien remarqué la force que
t ces corps acquierent par la chiite. Ce moyen cependant fe trouva en défaut.
« Un jour qu'il avort plu, Ia terre ctoit molle, la nox enfongoit, ct la picrre
* navort plus d’action pour Ia bnfer. Que fit I finge? Il alla chercher un
twleau, plaga la noix defius, et en luflant tomber la pierre 1 bufa la nox
% qui n'enfongort plus.’——Difcours et Memores par I Auteur de I Hiftove de

PAftronomse. A Panig, 1790, tome 1. p. 126,

Admicting thefe faéts to be accurately flated, they fuull leave an effential dif-
tinction between man and brutes; for in none of the contrivances here mene
tioned, is there any thing analogous to thofe intelleCtual procefles which lead
the mind to general conclufions, and which (according to the foregoing dotrine)
imply the ufe of general terms. Thofe powers, therefore, wiiich enabie us to
chafiify objeQts, and to employ figns as an inftrument of thought, are, as far ag
we canjudge, peculiar to the human fpecies.
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€ H A P. which we cannot produce immediately, fhould or fhould not be
NN dignified with the name of realoning, I fhall not now inquire. It

is fufficient for my prefent purpofe to remark, that it is eflen-
tially different from thofe intelle€tual procefles to which the ufe
of figns is indifpenfably neceflary. At the fame time, I am
ready to acknowledge, that what I have now faid, is not ftri¢tly
applicable to thofe more complicated mechanical inventions, in
which a variety of powers are made to confpire at once to pro-
duce a particular effe. Such contrivances, perhaps, may be
found to involve proceffes of the mind which cannot be carried
on without figns. But thefe queftions will fall more properly
under our confideration when we euter on the fubje&t of
reafoning,.

IN general, it may be remarked, that, in fo far as our
thoughts relate merely to individual objeéts, or to individual
events, which we have aQually perceived, and of which we
retain a difin& remembrance *, we are not under the neceflity

of

* 1 have thought it proper to add this limitation of the general propofition ;
becaufe individual objefts, and individual events, which have not fallen under
the examination of our fenfes, cannot poffibly be made the fubjeéts of our con-
fideration, but by means of language. The manner in which we think of fuch
objets and events, is accurately defcribed in the following paffage of Wollafton ;
however unphilofophical the conclufion may be which he deduces from his
veafoning.

¢ A man is not known ever the more to pofterity, becaufe his name is tranf-

¢ mitted to them ; he doth not live, becaufe his name does. When it is faid,
¢ Juling Cwefar fubdued Gaul, beat Pompey, changed the Roman common-
¢ wealth into a monarchy, &c. itis the fame thing as to fay, the conqueror
o« of
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ef employing words, It frequently, however, happens, that © HVA P.
when the fubje&s of our confideration are particular, OUL reds ‘et

foning with refpet to them may involve very general notions ;
and, in fuch cafes, although we may conceive, without the ufe
of words, the things about which we reafon, yet we muft
neceflarily have recourfe to language in carrying on our fpecu~-
lations concerning them. If the fubjeé?s of our reafoning be
general, (under which defcription I include all our reafonings,
whether more or lefs comprehenfive, which do not relate merely
to individuals,) words are the fole objects about which our
thoughts are employed. According as thefe words are compre-
henfive or limited in their fignification, the conclufions we form
will be more or lefs general; but this accidental circumftance
does not in the leaft affe@ the nature of the intelleGtual procefs ;
fo that it may be laid down as a propofition which holds with-
out any exception, that, in every cafe, in which we extend
our fpeculations beyond individuals, language is not only an
vfeful avxiliary, but is the fole inftrument by which they are
carried on.

Tuese remarks naturally lead me to take notice of what
forms the charadteriftical diftin@ion between the fpeculations

« of Pompey was Cefar ; that is, Ceefar, and the conqueror of Pompey, are the
¢ fame thing ; and Cefar is as much known by the one diftin&tion 2s the other.
¢ The amount then is only this: that the conqueror of Pompey conquered
« Pompey; or fomebody congnered Pompey; or rather, fince Pompey is as
* little known now as Czfar, fomebody conguered fomebody. Such a poor
« bufinels is this boafted immortality 5 and fuch, as has been here defcribed, is
& the thing called glory among us I” Religion of Nat. DEL. p. 137.
Ee of
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CHA P. of the philofopher and of the vulgar. It is not, that the for-
‘e~ mer is accuftomed to carry on his procefles of reafoning to a

greater extent than the latter; but that the conclufions he is
accuftomed to form, are far more comprehenfive, in confequence
of the habitual employment of more comprehenfive terms.
Among the moft unenlightened of mankind, we often meet with
individuals who poffels the reafoning faculty in a very eminent
degree; but as this faculty is employed merely about particu-
lars, it never can condu& them' to general truths; and, of
confequence, whether their purfuits in life lead them to fpecu-
lation or to ation, it can only ht them for diftinguifthing
themfelves in fome very limited and fubordinate fphere. The
philofopher, whofe mind has been familiarifed by education
and by his own reflexions, to the corre@ ufe of more com-
prehenfive terms, is enabled, without perhaps a greater degree
of intelleGtual exertion than is neceflary for managing the
details of ordinary bufinefs, to arrive at general theorems;
which, when illuftrated to the lower claffes of men, in their
particular applications, feem to indicate a fertility of invention,

little thort of fupernatural *.
Tue

* ¢ Toutes les opinions philofophiques de M. Turgot formoient un fyftéme

« &galement vafte et enchainé dans toutes fes parties. Souvent lorfqu’on agitoit.
¢ devant lu1 une queftion particuliere d’adminiftration de legiflation, de juni-
¢ prudence, on voyoit avec étonnement qu’il avoit fur cette queftion, non une
¢ de ces opinions vagues fondées fur un premier appergu, infpirées par une
¢ efpece d'inftin€t, qu’on adopte au hazard, et qu'on défend enfuite par vanité,
“ mais une opinion arrétée qui fe livit d'elle meme & fon fyftéme général. Lui
4 parloit-on d’un abus, d’un défordre, quel que fit le pays de 'Europe ou il
& yégnit, quelle que fit Ia branche de la legiflation qu'il efit infe@ée, 1 con-
« noifloit lorigine du mal, fes effets, les caufes qui en prolougeoient 1a durée
“ et
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TxE analogy of the algebraical art may be of ufe in illuftrating € HWA P
thefe obfervations. The difference, in fa&, between the in- ‘oot

veftigations we carry on by its afliftance, and other proceffes of
reafoning, is more inconfiderable than is commonly imagined ;
and, if I am not miftaken, amounts only to this, that the former
are exprefled in an appropriated language, with which we are not
accuftomed to affociate particular notions. Hence they exhibit
the efficacy of figns as an inftrument of thought in a more
diftin@ and palpable manner, than the fpeculations we carry on
by words, which are continually awakening the power of Con-
ception.

WHEN the celebrated Vieta fhewed algebraifts that, by fub-
flituting in their inveftigations letters of the alphabet, inftead
of known quantities, they might render the folution of every
problem fubfervient to the difcovery of a general truth, he did
not increafe the difficulty of algebraical reafonings: he only en-
larged the fignification of the terms in which they were ex-
prefled. And if, in teaching that fcience, it is found expe-
dient to accuftom ftudents to folve problems by means of the
particular numbers which are given, before they arc made
acquainted with literal or {pecious arithmetic, it is not becaufe
the former procefles are lefs intricate than the latter, but be-
caufe their fcope and utility are more obvious, and becaufe it is

« et les moyens de le détruire. On ciit cru qu'il en avoit fait Pobjet parti-
« culier de fes réflexions s'il n’elit éeé facile de reconnoitre Papplication fimple
« ¢t paturelle de fes principes généranx.”

Viz de TurcoT, par CoNDORCET, partic ii. p. 54

Fea more
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c HWA P. more eafy to illuftrate, by examples than by words, the
s difference between a particular conclufion, and a general

theorem.

Tnur difference between the intelleGual procefles of the
vulgar and of the philofopher, is perfedly analogous to that
between the two flates of the algebraical art before and after
the time of Vieta; the general terms which are ufed in the
various {ciences, giving to thofe who can employ them with
corre@nefs and dexterity, the fame fort of advantage over the
uncultivated fagacity of the bulk of mankind, which the expert
algebraift poffefles over the arithmetical accomptant.

Ir the foregoing doftrine be admitted as juft, it exhibits a
view of the utility of language, which appears to me to be pe-
culiarly firiking and beautiful; as it fhews that the fame faculties
which, without the wfe of figns, muft neceffarily have been
limited to the confideration of individual objeéts and particular
events, are, by means of figns, fitted to embrace, without efforr,
thofe comprehenfive theorems, to the difcovery of which, in
detail, the united efforts of the whole human race would have
been unequal. The advantage our animal firength acquires by
the ufe of mechanical engines, exhibits but a faint image of
that increafe of our intelle@ual capacity which we owe to
language.—It is this increafe of our natural powers of compre-
henfion, which feems to be the principal foundation of the
pleafure we receive from the difcovery of general theorems.
Such a difcovery gives us at once the command of an infinite
variety of particular truths, and communicates to the mind

a fenti-
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a fentiment of its own power, not unlike to what we feel when € H A P
we contemplate the magnitude of thofe phyfical effefts, of ot

which we have acquired the command by our mechanical con~
trivances.

IT may perhaps appear, at firft, to be a farther confequence
of the principles I have been endeavouring to eftablifh, that the
difficulty of philofophical difcoveries is much lefs than is com~
monly imagined; but the truth is, it only follows from them,
that this difficulty is of a different nature from what we are apt
to {fuppofe, on a fuperficial view of the fubje&. To employ,
with fkill, the very delicate inftrument which nature has made
effentially fubfervient to general reafloning, and to guard againft
the errors which refult from an injudicious ufe of it, require
an uncommon capacity of patient attention, and a cautious
circum{pe&ion in conduéting our various intelle¢tual procefles,
which can only be acquired by early habits of philofophical
reflexion. To affift and dire® us in making this acquifition
ought to form the moft important branch of a rational logic ;
a fcience of far more extenfive utility, and of which the prin-
ciples lie much deeper in the philofophy of the human mind,
than the trifling art which is commonly dignified with that
pname. The branch in particular to which the foregoing
obfervations more immediately relate, muft for ever remain in
its infancy, till 2 moft difficult and important defideratum in
the hiftory of the mind is fupplied, by an explanation of the
gradual fleps by which it acquires the ufe of the various clafles
of words which compofe the language of a cultivated and en-

lightened people. Of fome of the ervors in reafoning to which
we
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c H A P. we are expoied by an incautious ufe of words, I took notice in
'-—-r—-' the preceding Setion; and I thall have occafion afterwards to

treat the fame fubject more in detail in a fubfequent part of my
work.

SECTION VL

of t/}c; Errors to which we are liable in Speculation, and in
~the Condu& of Affairs, in confequence of a rafb Application
of general Principles.

T appears fufficiently from the reafonings which I offered
in the preceding Se&ion, how important are the advan-
tages which the philofopher acquires, by quitting the ftudy
of particulars, and directing his attention to general prin-
ciples. I flatter myfelf it appears farther, from the fame rea-
fonings, that it is in confequence of the ufe of language alone,

that the human mind is rendered capable of thefe compre~
henfive {peculations.

IN order, however, to proceed with fafety in the ufe of
general principles, much caution and addrefs are neceffary, both
in eftablifhing their truth, and in applying them to pratice,
Without a proper attention to the circumftances by which, their
application to particular cafes muft be medified, they will be

a per=
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a perpetual fource of miftake, and of difappointment, in the C H A T
condué& of affairs, however rigidly juft they may be¢ in them- meet

felves, and however accurately we may reafon from them. If
our general principles happen to be falfe, they will involve us
in errors, not only of condu& but of fpeculation; and our
errors will be the more numerous, the more comprehenfive the
principles are on which we proceed.

To illuftrate thefe obfervations fully, would lead to a mi-
nutenefs of difquifition inconfiftent With my general plan; and
I fhall therefore, at prefent, confine myfelf to fuch remarks as
appear to be of moft effential importance.

AnD, in the firft place, it is evidently impoffible to eftablifh
folid general principles, without the previous ftudy of particu-
lars: in other words, it is neceffary to begin with the ex-
amination of individual objefts, and individual events; in
order to lay a ground-work for accurate claflification, and for
a juft inveftigation of the laws of nature. It is in this way
only that we can expect to arrive at general principles, which
may be fafely relied on, as guides to the knowledge of par-
ticular truths: and unlefs our principles admit of fuch a pra&i-
cal application, however beautiful they may appear to be in
theory, they are of far lefs value than the limited acquifitions
of the vulgar. The truth of thefe remarks is now fo univerfally
admitted, and is indeed fo obvious in itfelf, that it would be
fuperfluous to multiply words in fupporting them; and I
ould fcarcely have thought of flating them in this Chapter, if
fome of the molt celebrated philofophers of antiquity had not

been
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CHAP been led to difpute them, in confequence of the miftaken
\--v--0 opinions which they entertained concerning the nature of uni-

verfals. Forgetting that gemera and Jpecies are mere arbitrary
creations which the human mind forms, by withdrawing the
attention from the diftinguithing qualities of objects, and giving
a common name to their refembling qualities, they conceived
univerfals to be real exiftences, or (as they exprefled it) to be
the eflences of individuals; and flattered themfelves with the
belief, that by directing their attention to thefe eflences in the
firft inftance, they might be enabled to penetrate the fecrets of
the univerfe, without {fubmitting to the ftudy of nature in detail.
Thefe errors, which were common to the Platonifts and the
Peripatetics, and which both of them feem to have adopted
from the Pythagorean fchool, contributed, perhaps more than
any thing elfe, to retard the progrefs of the ancients in phyfical
knowledge. The late learned Mr. Harris is almoft the only
author of the prefent age who has ventured to defend this plan
of philofophifing, in oppofition to that which has been {o fuc-
cefsfully followed by the difciples of lord Bacon.

¢ Tue Platonifts,” fays he, * confidering fcience as fome-
¢ thing afcertained, definite, and fleady, would admit nothing
“ to be its objeCt which was vague, indefinite, and paffing.
% For this reafon they excluded all individuals or obje@s of
* fenfe, and (as Ammonius expreffes it) raifed themfelves in
¢ their contemplations from beings particular to beings uni-
¢ verfal, and which, from their own nature, were eternal and
“ definite.”—* Confonant to this was the advice of Plato, with
% refpe@ to the progrefs of our fpeculations and inquirjes, to
“ defcend
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defcend from thofe higher genera, which include many {fub- C H A P
“ ordinate fpecies, down to the lowelt rank of fpecies, thofe s
¢ which include only individuals. But here it was his opi-

“ nion, that our enquiries fhould ftop, and, as to individuals,

“ let them wholly alone; becaufe of thefe there could not

« poflibly be any fcience *.”

¢ Sucwu,” continues this author, “ was the mecthod of an-
« cient philofophy. The fafhion, at prefent, appears to be
« fomewhat altered, and the bufinefs of philofophers to be little
¢ elfe, than the colle@ing from every quarter, into voluminous

-~

¢ records, an infinite number of fenfible, particnlar, and un-
“ conne&ed facls, the chief effe@ of which is to cxcite our
“ admiration.”—-In another part of his works the fame author
obferves, that “ the mind, truly wife, quitting the ftudy of
¢ particulars, as knowing their multitude to be infinite and
¢ incomprehenfible, turns its intelletual eye to what is general
“ and comprehenfive, and through generals learns to fee, and

“ recognife whatever exifts +.”

Ir we abfira& from thefe obvious crrors of the ancient phi-
lofophers, with refpe& to the proper order to be obferved in
our inquiries, and only fuppofe them to end where the Pla-
tonifts faid that they fhould begin, the magnificent encomiums
they beftowed on the utility of thofe comprehenfive truths
which form the obje& of fcience (making allowance for the
obfcure and myfterious terms in which they exprefled them)
can fcarcely be regarded as extravagant, It is probable that

* Hauwris’s Three Treatifes, pages 341, 342 + Ibid. page 227.
Ff from
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CHAP from afew accidental inftances of fuccefsful inveftigation, they
‘——— had been ftruck with the wonderful effe& of general principles

in increafing the intelle@ual power of the human mind; and,
mifled by that impatience in the ftudy of particulars which is
fo often conne@ed with the confcioufnels of fuperior ability,
they laboured to perfuade themfelves, that, by a life devoted to
abftra& meditation, fuch principles might be rendered as imme-
diate objecs of intelletual perception, as the individuals which
compofe the material world are of our external fenfes. By
conneéting this opinion with their other docrines concerning
univetfals, they were unfortunately enabled to exhibit it in {o
myfterious a form, as not only to impofe on themfclves, but to
perplex the underftandings of all the learned in Europe, for a
long fucceffion of ages.

THE conclufion to which we are led by the foregoing ob-
fervations is, that the foundation of all human knowledge muft
be laid in the examination of particular objefts and particular
facts; and that it is only in fo far as our general principles are
refolvable into thefe primary elements, that they poflefs either
truth or utility. It muft not, however, be underftood to be
implied in this conclufion, that all our knowledge muft ulti-
mately reft on our own proper experience. If this were the
cafe, the progrefs of fcience, and the progrefs of human im-
provement, muft have been wonderfully retarded; for, if it
had been neceffary for each individual to form a claffification of
objects, in confequence of obfervations and abftractions of his
own, and to infer from the aCual examination of particular
falts, the general truths on which his condu& proceeds; hu-

man
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-man affairs would at this day remain nearly in the fume flate C H VA P
to which they were brought by the experience of the firft genes (o

ration. In fa, this is very nearly the fituation of the fpecies in
all thofe parts of the world, in which the exiftence of the race
depends on the feparate efforts which each individual makes, in
procuring for himlfelf the neceflaries of life; and in which, of
confequence, the habits and acquirements of cach individual
muft be the refult of his own perfonal experience. In a culti-
vated fociety, one of the firft acquilitions which children make,
is the ufe of language; by which means they are familiarifed,
from their earlieft years, to the confideration of clafles of objedts,
and of general truths ; and before that time of life at which the
favage is poflefled of the knowledge neceffary for his own pre-
fervation, are enabled to appropriate to themfelves the accumu-
lated difcoveries of agcs.

NoTWwITHSTANDING, however, the ftationary condition in
which the race muft, of neceflity, continue, prior to the fepa-
ration of arts and profeflions; the natural difpofition of the
mind to afcend from particular truths to gencral conclufions,
could not fail to lead individuals, even in the rudceft flate of
fociety, to colle& the refults of their experience, for their own
inftru&ion and that of others. But, without the ufe of general
terms, the only poflible way of communicating fuch conclu-
{ions, would be by mcans of fome particular example, of which
the general application was ftriking and obvious. In other
words, the wifdom of fuch ages will neceffarily be exprefled in
the form of fables or parables, or in the ftill fimpler form of
proverbial inftances; and not in the {cientific form of general

Ffe maxims.
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CH \,A P. maximé. In this way, undoubtedly, much ufeful infiruction,
\e—~—s both of a prudential and moral kind, might be conveyed : at the

_famc time, it is obvious, that, while general truths continued
to be exprefled merely by particular exemplifications, they
would afford little or no opportunity to one generation to im=-
prove on the fpeculations of another; as no effort of the under~
flanding could combine them together, or employ them as
premifes, in order to obtain other conclufions more remote and
comprehenfive.  For this purpofe, it is abfolutely neceffary that
the fcope or moral of the fable fhould be feparated cntirely
from ks acceflory circumflauces, and ftated in the form of a
general propofition.

From what has now been faid, it appears, how much the
progrefs of human reafon, which neceffarily accompanies the
progrefs of fociety, is owing to the introdu&ion of general
terms, and to the ufe of general propofitions. In con-
fequence of the gradual improvements which take place in
language as an infirument of thought, the claflifications both of
things and fa&s with which the infant faculties of each fuccel~
five race are converfant, are more juft and more comprehenfive
than thofe of their predeceflfors: the difcoveries which in one
age were confined to the ftudious and enlightened few, becom~
ing in the next the eftablifhed creed of the learned; and in the
third, forming part of the elementary principles of education,
Indeed, among thofe who enjoy the advantages of early inftruc-
tion, fome of the moft remote and weonderful conclufions of the
human intelle®, are, even in infancy, as completely fami-
liarifed to the mind, as the moft obvious phenomena which the

material world exhibits to thair fenfes.
Iz
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Ir‘thefe remarks concerning the progrefs of human rcafon € HWA b
be juft, they afford delightful profpes with refped to the s

condition of mankind in future ages ; as they point out a pro-
vilion which nature has made for a gradual improvement in
their intelle¢tual capacities; an improvement to which it is im-
poflible for imagination to fix any boundary. AsI propofe,
however, afterwards, to confider this fubject fully, 1 fhall content
myfelf at prefent with mentioning the encouragement which
thele profpeds reccive from what has alrcady happened in
mathematics and natural philofophy; two feiences, which fur-
nith a very firiking illuftration of the principles I have been
endeavouring to eftablifh, and which juttify the moft fanguine
expeQations we can form, of the advancement of all the other
branches of our knowledge. In this laft obfervation 1 have
been anticipated by Mr. Condorcet, with the authority of
whofe name I am happy in being able to confirm fome of the
foregoing fpeculations.

“ To fuch of my readers,” (fays he,) “ as may be flow in
& admitting the poflibility of this progreflive improvement in
“ the human race, allow me to flate, as an example, the
 hiftory of that fcience in which the advances of difcovery are
* the moft certain, and in which they may bec meafured with
¢« the greateft precifion. Thofe elementary truths of geometry
¢ and of aftronomy which, in India and Egypt, formed an
“ occult fcience, upon which an ambitious priefthood founded
¢ jts influence, were become, in the times of Archimedes and
“ Hipparchus, the fubje@s of common education in the public

fcliools of Greece. In the laft century, a few years of ftudy
12 “ were

-
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were {ufficient for comprehending all that Archimedes and
Hipparchus knew; and, at prefent, two years employed
under an able teacher, carry the ftudent beyond thofe
conclufions, which limited the inquiries of Leibnitz and of
Newton. Let any perfon refle@t on thefe falle: let him
follow the immenfe chain which conne&s the inquiries of
Euler with thofe of a Prieft of Memphis; let him obferve,
at each epoch, how genius outftrips the prefent age, and how
it is overtaken by mediocrity in the next; he will perceive,
that nature has furhithed us with the means of abridging and
facilitating our intelle@ual labeur, and that there is no rea-
fon for apprehending that fuch fimplifications can ever have
an end. He will perceive, that at the moment when a mul-
titude of particular folutions, and of infulated fadts, begin to
diftraét the attention, and to overcharge the memory, the
former gradually lofe themfelves in one general method, and
the latter unite in one gereral law ; and that thefe gene-
ralifations continually fucceeding one to another, like the
fucceflive multiplications of a number by itfelf, have no other
limit, than that infinity which the human faculties are unablg
to comprehend *.”

* See Note [M].
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SECTION VI

Continuation of the fame Subjell.~——Differences ‘in the Iutel-
leitual Charallers of Individuals, arifing from their different
Habits of Abfiraction and Generalifation.

N mentioning as onc of the principal effe@ts of civilifation,

its tendency to familiarife the mind to general terms and to
general propofitions, I did not mean to fay, that this influence
extends equally to all the claffes of men in fociety. On the
contrary, it is evidently confined, in a great meafure, to thofe
who receive a liberal education; while the minds of the lower
orders, like thofe of favages, are fo habitually occupied about
particular objeéts, and particular events, that, although they
are fometimes led, from imitation, to employ general expre{-
fions, the ufe which they make of them is much more the refult
of memory than judgment; and it is but feldom that they are
able to comprehend fully, any procefs of reafoning in which
they are involved.

It is hardly neceffary for me to remark, that this obfervation,

with refped 1o the incapacity of the vulgar for general fpecu~
lations,
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¢ H AP lations, (like all obfervations of a fimilar nature,) muft be re-
‘s ceived with fome refiritions.  In fuch a flate of fociety as that

in which we live, there is hardly any individual to be found,
to whom fome general terms, and fome general truths, are not
perfe@ly familiar ; and, therefore, the foregoing conclufions
are to be confidered as defcriptive of thofe habits of thought
alone, which arc moft prevalent in their mind. To abridge
the labour of reafoning, aud of memory, by direQing the
attention to general piinciples, nftead of particular truths,
is the profefled aim of all philofophy; and according as
individuals have more or lefs of the philofoplic fpirit, their
habitual fpecnlations (whatever the nature of their purfuits
may be) will relate to the former, or to the latter, of thefe
objedls.

THERE are, therefore, among the men who are accuftomed
to the exercife of their intelleCtual powers, two claffes, whofe
habits of thought are remarkably diftinguithed from each other ;
the one clafs comprchending what we commonly call men of
bufinefs, or, more propeily, men of detail; the other, men of
abftra@ion ; or, in other words, philofophers.

THE advantages which, in certain relpefls, the latter of
thefe poflefs over the former, have been already pointed out;
but it muft not be fuppofed, that thefe advantages are always
purchafed without fome inconvenience. As the folidity of our
general principles depends on the accuracy of the particular
obfervations into which they are ultimately refolvable, g their

utility
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utility is to be eftimated by the pradtical applications of which ¢ H Ar
they admit: and it unfortunately happens, that the fame turn u-—-.,;...a
of mind which is favourable to philofophical purfuits, unlefs it

be kept under proper regulation, is extremely apt to difqualify

us for applying our knowledge to ufe, in the excrcife of the

arts, and in the condu& of affairs.

IN order to perceive the truth of thefe remarks, it is almoft
fufficient to recolle@, that as claffification, and, of confequence,
general reafoning, prefuppofe the exercife of abftration; a
natural difpofition to indulge in them, cannot fail to lead the
mind to overlook the fpecific differences of things, in attending
to their common qualities. To fucceed, however, in practice, a
familiar and circumftantial acquaintance with the particular
objects which fall under our obfervation, is indifpenfably ne-
ceffary.

Bur, farther: As all general principles are founded on
claffifications which imply the exercife of abftradtion; it is
neceffary to regard them, in their practical applications, merely
as approximations to the truth ; the defects of which, muft be
fupplied by habits acquired by perfonal experience. In con-
fidering, for example, the theory of the mechanical powers;
it is uvfual to fimplify the obje@s of our conception, by ab-
firalting from frition, and from the weight of the differcnt
patts of which they are compofed. Levers are confidered as
mathematical lines, perfelly inflexible; and ropes, as mathe-

matical lines, perfetly flexible ;—and by means of thefe, and
fimilar abraftions, a fubje@, which is in itlelf extremely com-

Gg plicated,
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cHA P. plicated, is brought within the reach of elementary geometry.

\-——'\r’-l In the theory of politics, we find it neceffary to abftrad from

many of the peculiarities which diftinguith different forins of

government from each other, and to reduce them to certain

general claffes, according to their prevailing tendency. Al-

though all the governments we have ever feen, have had more

or lefs of mixture in their compofition, we reafon concerning

pure monarchies, pure ariftocracies, and pure democracies, as

if there really exifted political eftablifhments correfponding to

our definitions. Without fuch a claflification, it would be im-

poflible for us to fix our attention, amidft the multiplicity of

particulars which the fubject prefents to us, or to arrive at any

general principles, which might ferve to guide our inquirtes in
comparing different inftitutions together.

It is for a fimilar reafon, that the fpeculative farmer re-
duces the infinite variety of foils to a few general deferip-
tions; the phyfician, the infinite variety of bodily confli-
tutions to a few temperaments; and the moralift, the infinite
variety of human charallers to a few of the ruling principles of
aétion.

NoTwITUSTANDING, however, the obvious advantages we
derive from thefe claffifications, and the general conclufions to
which they lead; it is evidently impoffible, that principles,
which derived their origin from efforts of abftraction, fhould
apply literally to pra&ice; or, indeed, that they fhould afford
us arly confiderable afliftance in condud, without a certain de-
gree of praical and experimental fkill. Hence it is, that the

mere
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mere theorift fo frequently expofes himfelf, in real life, to the C H A P.
- . . . v,
ridicule of men whom he defpifes; and, in the general eftima-

tion of the world, falls below the level of the common drudges
in bufinefs and the arts. The walk, indeed, of thefe unen-
lightened pratitioners, muft neceflarity be limited by their
accidental opportunities of cxperience; but, fo far as they go,
they operate with facility and fuccefs; while the merely
fpeculative philofopher, although poffeflfed of principles which
enable him to approximate to the truth, in an infinite variety
of untried cafes, and although he fces, with pity, the narrow
views of the multitude, and the ludicrous preter.fions with
which they frequently oppofe their trifling {uccefles to his theo-
retical {pcculations, finds himfelf perfectly at a lofs, when he is
called upou, by the fimpleft occurrences of ordinary life, to
carry his principles into exccution. Hence the origin of that
maxim, “ which” (as Mr. Hume remarks) * has been fo in-
“ duftrioufly propagated by the dunces of every age, that a
“ man of genius is unfit for bufinefs.”

IN what confifts pra&ical or experimental fkill, it is not
eafy to explain completely; but, among other things, it
obvioufly implies, a talent for minute and comprehenfive and
rapid obfervation; a memory, at once retentive and ready ;
in order to prefent to us accurately, and without reflexion,
our theoretical knowledge; a prefence of mind, not to be
difconcerted by unexpefted occurrences; and, in fome cafes,
an uncommon degree of perfe&ion in the external fenfes, and
in.the mechanical capacities of the body. All thefe clements of
pradtical &kifl, it is obvious, are to be acquired only by habits

Sg o2 of
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of a@ive exertion, and by a familiar acquaintance with real
oceurrences ; for, as all the pradlical principles of our nature,
both intelle@ual and animal, have a reference to particulars,
and not to generals, fo it is in the aftive fccnes of life alone,
and amidft the details of bufinefs, that they can be cultivated
and improved.

Tuc remarks which have been already made, are fufficient
to illuftrate the impoflibility of acquiring a talent for bufinefs,
or for any of the praflical arts of life, without actual experience.
They fhew alio, that mee experience, without theory, may
qualify a man, in certain cafes, for diftinguithing himfelf in
both. It is not, however, to be imagined, that in this way
individuals are to be formed for the uncommon, or for the im-
portant, fituations of fociety, or even for enriching the arts by

.new inventions ; for, as their addrefs and dexterity are founded

entirely on imitation, or derived from the leffons which expe-
rience has fuggefted to them, they cannot poffibly extend to
new combinations of circumftances. Mere experience, there-
fore, can, at beft, prepaie the mind for the fubordinate
departments of life; for condu@ing the eftablithed routine of
bufinefs, or for a fervile repetition in the arts of common
operations.

In the charaQer of Mr. George Grenville, which Mr, Burke
introduced in his celebrated Speech on American Taxation, a
lively piQture is drawn of the infufficiency of mere experience
to qualify a man for new and untried fitvations in the admi~
niftration of government. The obfervations he makes on this

fubje&,
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fubje&, are exprefled with his ufual beauty and felicity of lan. € H A P.

guage ; and are of fo general a nature, that, with fome trifling

alterations, they may be extended to all the pra@ical purfuits
of life.

“ MR, GRENVILLE was bred to the law, which is, in my
“ opinion, one of the firft and nobleft of human fciences; a
* {cience which does more to quicken and invigorate the un-
“ derflanding, than all the other kinds of learning put toge-
“ ther; but it is not apt, except in perfons very happily born,
“ to open and to liberalife the mind exa@ly in the fame pro-
¢ portion. Pafling from that ftudy, he did not go very largely
“ into the world, but plunged into bufinefs ; I mean, into the
¢ bufinefs of office, and the limited and fixed methods and forms
“ eftablifhed there. Much knowledge is to be had, un-
“ doubtedly, in that line; and there is no knowledge which is
“ not valuable. DBut it may be truly faid, that men, too much
 converfant in office, are rarely minds of remarkable enlarge-
“ ment. Their habits of office are apt to give them a turn to
« think the fubftance of bufinefs not to be much more im-
« portant, than the forms in which it is conduCted. Thefe
% forms are adapted to ordinary occafions; and, therefore,
“ perfgs who are nurtured in office, do admirably well, as
“Jong as things go on in their common order; but when the
“ high roads are broken up, and the waters out, when a new
“/and troubled fcene is opened, and the file affords no precc-
« dent, then it is, that a greater knowledge of mankind, and
@ g far more extenfive comprehenfion of things, is requifite,

“ than ever office gave, or than office can ever give.”
Nor

\——w
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NOR is it in new combinations of circumftances _a’hme, that
geéneral principles affift us in the conduét of affairs :*3% render
the application of our pradical fkill more unerring, and more
perfe@. Tor, as general principles limit the utility of practical
fkill to fupply the imperfe@ions of theory, they diminifh
the number of cafes in which this fkill is to be employed ;
and thus, at once, facilitate its improvement, wherever it is
requifite ; and leflen the errors to which it is liable, by
contraCting the field within which it is poflible to commit
them.

It would appear then, that there are two oppofite extremcs
into which men are apt to fall, in preparing themfelves for the
duties of a&tive life. 'The one arifes from habits of abftra@tion
and generalifation carricd to an excefs; the other from a
minute, an exclufive, and an unenlightened attention to the
obje@ls and events which happen to fall under their a@ual
experience.

IN a perfe@ fyftem of education, care fhould be taken to
guard againft both extremes, and to unite habits of abfira&tion
with habits of bufinefs, in fuch a manner as to enable
men to conflider things, either in general, or in Jctail; as
the occafion may require. Whichever of thefe habits may
happen to gain an undue afcendant over the mind, it will
neceflarily produce a character limited in its powers, and fitted
only for particular exertions. Hence fome of the apparent
inconfiftencies which we may frequently remark in the iutel-
leGual capacities of the fame perfon. One man, from an early in-

dulgence



OF THE TIUMAN MIND,

’23!

dulgence in abftract {peculation, poffefles a knowlcdge of general © ”I\A r

rinciples,and a talent for general reafoning, united with a duenc
p E ? E" } L Y J

and cloquence in the ufe of general terms, which feem, to the
vulgar, to announce abilities fitted for any given fituation in
life: while, in the conducl of the fimplefl affairs, he exhibits
every mark of irrefolution and incapacity. Another not only
alts with propricty, and fkill, in circumftances which require
a minute actention to details, but pofleffes an acutenefs of
rcafoning, and a facility of expreflion on all fubjes, in which
nothing but what is particular is involved ; while, on general
topics, he is petfedly unable either to reafon, or to judge. It
is this laft turn of mind, which I think we have, in moft in-
ftances, in view, when we fpeak of good fenfe, or common
fenie, in oppofition to fcicnce and philofophy. Both philo-
fophy and good fcnfe imply the exercife of our realoning
powers; aud they differ from each other only, according as
thefe powers aic applied to particulars or to generals. It is on
good fenfe (in the acceptation in which I have now explained
the term) that the fuccefs of men in the inferior walks of life
chicfly depends ; but, that it does not always indicate a capa~
dity for abftract {cience, or for general {peculation, or for able
condu@ in [tuations which require comprehenfive views, is
matter ggga of vulgar remark.

AvrfuouvcH, however, each of thele defe@s has a tendency
toyljit the utility of the individuals in whom it is to be found,
ertain ftations in fociety ; no comparifon can be made, in
p f original galue, between the intelleGtual capacities of
the two glaffes of men to whisk?they charagteriftically belong.

The
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j’eﬂt#ps i! T-"m&bm be colleted from an-examination of ¢ H A P.

“the* ‘eftablifhed forms of a conflitution,
 cantinue the fame for a long courfe of ages, while
the go’i‘ermhm mayte ‘modified in its exercife, to a great
extent, by*ﬁrhﬂuﬂ and undeferibable- alterations in the ideas,
manners, and charaler, of the people 5 or by a change inthe
relations which different orders of the community bear to each
other. In every country whatever, befide the eftablithed
laws, the political ftate of the people is affected by an infinite
-vax‘fety‘ of mcumﬁances, of which no words can convey a con-
ception, and which are to be colle@ed only from ‘a@ual ob-
fervation. Tven in this way, it is fot eafy for a perfon who
has received his education in one country, to ftudy the govern-
m&nf of another; on account of the difficulty which he muift
ncccﬁinly experience, in entering into the affociations which
influence the mind under a different fyftem of manners, and in
afcertaining (efpecially upon political fubjects) t!xc eomplex nhu

qonve]ed by a forexgn langnagea
of rhe cmfes which havc now been men«

fa - fmﬁ Gt T o . ot . i the
onal laws are not only filent, but which are dire@ly
;‘Wfi’m‘%m o0 b e of e gt
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o o P. it rarely happens, even when we have an opportunity of feeing
u.--.-—.l a political experiment made, that we can draw from it any

certain inference, with refpect to the juftnefs of the principles
by which it was fuggefted. In thofe complicated machines, to
which the ftru@ure of civil fociety has been frequently com-
pared, as all the different parts of which they are compofed are
fubje&ted to phyfical laws, the errors of the artit muft necef-
farily become apparent in the laft refult; but in the political
{yftem, as well as in the animal body, where the general con=
ftitution is found and healthy, there is a fort of vis medicatrix,
which is fufficient for the cure of partial diforders; and in the
one cafe, as well as in the other, the errors of human art are
frequently correted and concealed by the wifdom of natare.
Among the many falfe eftimates which we daily make of hu-
man ability, there is perhaps none more groundlefs than the
exaggerated conceptions we are apt to form of that fpecies of
political wifdom, which is fuppofed to be the fruit of long ex~
perience and of profeffional habits. * Go;” (faid the chan-
cellor Oxenftiern to his fon, when he was fending him to a
congrefs of ambafladors, and when the young man was ex-
prefling his diffidence of his own abilities for fuch an employ-
ment ;) “ Go, and fee with your own eyes, Ruam parva
“ fapientia regitur mundus!” 'The truth is, (however para-
doxical the remark may appear at firft view,) that the fpecu-
lative errors of fatefmen are frequently lefs fenfible in their
effe@s, and, of confequence, more likely to efcape without
dete@ion, than thofe of individuals who occupy inferior ftations

in fociety, The effeéts of mifcondud in private life, are eafily

Wuﬁ:uproperfomce. and therefore the world is feldom
far
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far wrong in the judgments which it forms of the prudence or € H A P.
. - . . . IVv
of the imprudence of private chara&ers. But in confidering wm—u

the affairs of a great nation, it is fo difficult to trace events to
their proper caufes, and to diftinguith the effecs of political
wifdom, from thofe which are the natural refult of the fituation
of the people, that it is fcarcely poffible, excepting in the cafe
of a very long adminiftration, to appretiate the talents of a
ftatefman from the fuccefs or the failure of his meafures. In
every fociety, too, which, in confequence of the general fpirit
of its government, enjoys the bleflings of tranquillity and liberty,
a great part of the political order which we are apt to afcribe
to legiflative fagacity, is the natural refult of the felfith purfuits
of individuals ; nay, in every fuch fociety, (as I already hinted,)
the natural tendency to improvement is fo ftrong, as to over-
come many powerful obftacles, which the imperfe&tion of human
inftitutions oppofes to its progrefs.

From thefe remarks, it feems to follow, that, although in
the mechanical arts, the errors of theory may frequently be cor-
refted by repeatcd trials, without having recourfe to general
principles ; yet, in the machine of government, there is fo great

~a variety of powers at work, befide the influence of the
ftatefman, that it is vain to expe@ the art of legiflation
fhould be carried to its greateft poffible perfection by experience
alone. ‘

/ Stivr, however, it may be faid, that in the moft imper~
fe governments of modern Europe, we have an experimental
Iiz2 proof,
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proof, that they fccure, to a very great degree, the principal
obje&s of the focial union. Why hazard thefe certain advan~
tages, for the uncertain effets of changes, fuggefled by mere
theory ; and not reft {atisfied with a meafure of political hap-
pinefs, which appears, from the hiftory of the world, to be
greater than has commonly fallen to the lot of nations ?

Witn thofe who would carry their zeal againft reformation
fo far, it is impoffible to argue: and it only remains for us to
regret, that the number of fuch reafoners has, in all ages of the
world, been fo great, and their influence on human afluirs fo
extenfive.

“ Turre arc fome men,” (fays Dr. Johnfon,) * of narrow
“ views, and grovelling conceptions, who, without the infti-
¢ pation of perfonal malice, treat every new attempt as wild
¢ and chimerical; and look upon every endeavour to deparr
¢ from the beaten track, as the rafh effort of a warm imagina-
“ tion, or the glittering fpeculation of an exalted mind, that
“ may pleafe and dazzle for a time, but can produce no rea}
“ or lafting advantage.

“ TrESE men value themfelves upon a perpetual fcepticifm;
 upon believing nothing but their own fenfes; upon calling
¢ for demonfiration where it cannot poflibly be obtained ; and,
* {ometimes, upon holding out againft it when it is laid before
“ them ; upon inventing arguments againft the fucce(s of any
“ new undertaking; and, where arguments cannot be féund,
“ upon treating it with contempt and ridicule.

“ Such
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© benefa@ors of the world; for their notions-and difcourfe are

¢ fo agreeable to the lazy, the envious, and the timorous, that
“ they feldom fail of becoming popular, and direfling the opi-
“ nions of mankind *.”

Wit refpe to this fceptical difpofition, as applicable to the
prefent ftate of fociety, it is of importance to add, that, in
every government, the flability and the influence of cftablifhed
authority, muft depend on the coincidence between its meafures
and the tide of public opinion ; and that, in modern Europe,
in confequence of the invention of printing, and the liberty of
the prefs, public opinion has acquired an afcendant in human
afluirs, which it never poflefled in thofc ftates of antiquity from
which moft of our political examples are drawn. The danger,
indeed, of {udden and rafh innovations cannot be too ftrongly
inculcated ; and the views of thofe men who are forward to
promote them, cannot be reprobated with too great feverity.
But it is poflible alfo to fall into the oppofite extreme; and to
bring upon fociety the very evils we are anxious to prevent, by
an obftinate oppofition to thofe gradual and ncceffary reforma-
tions which the genius of the times demands. The violent
revolutions which, at different periods, have convulfed modern
Europe, have arifen, not from a fpirit of innovation in fove-
reigns and ftatefmen; but from their bigotted attachment to
antiquated forms, and to principles borrowed from lefs enlight-
ened ages. It is this reverence for abufes which have been

* Lifc of Drake, by Dr. Jounson
fan&tioned
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€ H AP fanfioned by time, accompanied with an inattention to the

+—v— progrefs of public opinion, which has, in moft inftances,
blinded the rulers of mankind, till government has loft all its
efficiency; and till the rage of innovation has become too
general and too violent, to be fatisfied with changes, which,
if propofed at an earlier period, would have united, in the
{fupport of eftablithed inftitutions, every friend to order, and to
the profperity of his country.

Tuese obfervations I ftate with the greater confidence, that
the fubftance of them is contained in the following aphorifms of
Lord Bacon; a philofopher who (if we except, perhaps, the
late Mr. Turgot) feems, more than any other, to have formed
enlightened views with refpe& to the poflible attainments of
mankind ; and whofe fame cannot fail to increafe as the world
grows older, by being attached, not to a particular fyftem of
variable opinions, but to the general and infallible progrefs of
human reafon.

“ Quis novator tempus imitatur, quod novationes ita in~

¢ finuat, ut fenfus fallant ?

“ Novator maximus tempus; quidni igitur tempus imi~
“ temur?

* Morofa morum retentio, res trbulenta eft, zque ac no-
“ vitas.

* Cum per fe res mutentur in deterius, fi confilio in melius

“ non mutentur, qui¢ finis erit mali "
THE
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THE general conclufion to which thefe obfervations lead, is € EA P

fufficiently obvious ; that the perfeftion of political wifdom
does not confift in an indifcriminate zeal againft reforms, but
in a gradual and prudent accommodation of eftablithed inftitu-
tions to the varying opinions, manners, and circumftances of
mankind. In the afual application, however, of this prin-
ciple, many difficulties occur, which it requires a very rare
combination of talents to furmount: more particularly in the
prefent age; when the prefs has, to fo wonderful a degree,
emancipated human reafon from the tyranny of antient preju-
dices ; and has roufed a {pirit of free difcuffion, unexampled in
the hiftory of former times.

THAT this fudden change in the ftate of the world, fhould
be accompanied with fome temporary diforders, is by no means
furprifing. While the multitude continue imperfectly enlighten~
ed, they will be occafionally mifled by the artifices of dema-
gogues ; and even good men, intoxicated with ideas of theo-
retical perfetion, may be expe@ed, fometimes, to facrifice,
unintentionally, the tranquillity of their cotemporaries, to an
over-ardent zeal for the good of pofterity. Notwithftanding,
however, thefe evils, which every friend to humanity muft la-
ment, I would willingly believe, that the final effe@s refulting
from this {pirit of reformation, cannot fail to be favourable to
human happinefs ; and there are fome peculiarities in the pre-
fent condition of mankind, which appear to me to juftify more
fanguine hopes upon the fubject, than it would have been rea-
fonable for a philofopher to indulge at any former period. An

attention to thefe peculiaritics is abfolutely neceflary, to enable
us

| - )
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¢ H AT ustoform a competent judgment on the queftion to which the

b s foregoing obfervations 1elate ; and it leads to the illuftration of
a dof@rine to which 1 have frequently referred in this woik;
the gradual improvement in the condition of the fpecies, which
may be expected from the progrefs of reafon and the diffufion
of knowledge.

Awmong the many circumflances favourable to human hap-
pincls in the prefent ftate of the world, the moft important,
perhaps, is, that the fame eveants which have contributed to
loofen the toundations of the antient fabrics of defpotifm, have
made it pralicable, in a much greater degree than 1t ever was
formaly, to reduce the principles of legiflation to a fcicnce,
and to anticipate the probable courfe of popular opinions. It
is eafy for the ftatefman to form to himfelf a diftin& and fleady
idea of the ultimate objefts at which a wife legiflator ought to
aim, and to forelee that modification of the focial order, to
which human aflairs have, of themfelves, a tendency to ap-
proach; and, therefore, his pradical fagacity and addrefs are
limited to the care of accomplifhing the important ends which
he has in view, as effeually and as rapidly as is confiftent
with the quiet of individuals, and with the fights arifing from
a&ual eftablithments.

IN order to lay a folid foundation for the fcience of politics,
the firft ftep ought to be, to afcertain that form of fociety which
is perfeitly agreeable to nature and to juftice ; and what are the
principles of legiflation neceflary for maintaining it. Nor is the
inquiry fo difficult as might at firft be apprehended; for it

13 might
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might be eafily thewn, that the greater part of the political dif- € HAT
orders which exift among mankind, do not arife from a want

of forefight in politicians, which has rendered their laws too ge-
neral, but from their having trufted too little to the operation of
thofe fimple inftitutions which nature and juftice recommend ;
and, of confequence, that, as fociety advances to its perfeQion,
the number of laws may be expeted to diminifh, inflcad of
increafing, and the fcience of legiflation to be gradually fim-
plified.

THE ceconomical fyftem which, about thirty years ago, em-
ployed the fpeculations of fome ingenious men in France, feems
to me to have been the firft attempt to afcertain this ideal perfec-
tion of the focial order ; and the light which, fince that period, has
been thrown on the fubje&, in different parts of Europe, is a proof
of what the human mind is able to accomplith in fuch inquiries,
when it has once received a proper dire&tion. To all the va-
rious tenets of thefe writers, 1 would, by no means, be under-
ftood to fubferibe; nor do I confider their fyftem as fo perfect
in every different part, as fome of its more fanguine admirers
have reprefented it to be. A few of the moft important prin-

- ciples of political eeconomy, they have undoubtedly eftablithed
with demonftrative evidence; but what the world is chiefly
indebted to them for, is, the commencement which they have
given to a new branch of {cience, and the plan of inveftigation
which they have exhibited to their fucceflors. A fhort account
of what I conceive to be the fcope of their fpeculations,
will juflify thefe remarks, and will comprehend every thing
which I have to offer at prefent, in anfwer to the queftion by

K k which
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c HWA P which they were fuggefted. Such anaccount I attempt with
‘e the greater fatisfadlion, that the leading views of the earlieft

and moft enlightened patrons of the ceconomical fyftem have,
in my opinion, beeun not more mifreprefented by its opponents,
than mifapprehended by fome who have adopted its con-
clufions *,

IN the firft place, then, I think it of importance to remark,
that the objet of the ccconomical {yftem ought by no means
to be confounded (as I believe it commonly is in this country)
with that of the Utopian plans of government, which have, at
different times, been offered to the world; and which have fo
often excited the juft ridicule of the more {ober and reafonable
inquirers. Of thefe plans, by far the greater number proceed
on the fuppofition, that the focial order is entirely the effec of
human art ; and that wherever this order is imperfed, the evil
may be traced to fome want of forefight on the part of the
legiflator; or to fome inattention of the magiftrate to the com-
plicated firuQure of that machine of which he regulates the
movements. The proje&s of reform, therefore, which fuch
plans involve, are, in general, well entitled to all the ridicule
and contempt they have met with ; inafmuch as they imply an
arrogant and prefumptuous belief in their authors, of the fupe-

.riority of their own political fagacity, to the accumulated wifs

dom of former ages. The cafe is very different with the
acconomical {yftem ; of which the leading views {fo far as I am
able to judge) proceed on the two following fuppofitions: Firft,
that the focial order is, in the moft effential refpeiis, the refult

¥ Sce Note [N).
of
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of the wifdom of nature, and not of human contrivance; and,
therefore, that the'proper bufinefs of the politician, is not to
divide his attention among all the different parts of a machine,
which is by far tpo complicated for his comprehenfion ; but by
prote&ting the rights of individuals, and by allowing to each, as
complete ‘a liberty as is compatible with the perfect fecurity of
the rights of his fellow-citizens; to remove every obftadle
which the prejudices and vices of men have oppofed to the
eftablithment of that order which fociety has a tendency to
afflume. Secondly; that, in proportion to the progrefs and
the diffufion of knowledge, thofe prejudices, on a ftkilful
management of which, all the old fyftems of policy proceeded,
muft gradually difappear; and, confequently, that (whatever
may be his predileCtien for antient ufages) the inevitable courfe
of events impofes on the politician the neceflity of forming his
meafures on more folid and permanent principles, than thofe
by which the world has hitherto been governed. Both of
thefe {uppofitions are of modern origin. The former, fo far as
I know, was firft flated and illuftrated by the French Oeco-
nomifts. The latter has becn obvioufly fuggefted by that
rapid improvement which has aGually taken place in every
country of Europe where the prefs has enjoyed a moderate
degree of liberty.

IT may be farther remarked, with refpe to the greater pait
of the plans propofed by Utopian projetors, that they proceed
on the fuppofition of a miraculous reformation in the moral
chara&er of a people, to be effeCted by fome new fyftem of
education,  All fuch plans (as Mr. Hume has juftly obferved)

‘ Kk:2 may
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¢ B AT maybe fafely abandoned as impraticable and vifionary. But
t— this objeQion does not apply to the ceconomical fyftem ; the
chief expedient of which, for promoting moral improvement,
is not that education which depends on the attention and care
of our infiructors ; but an education which ueceflarily refults
from the political order of fociety. ¢ How ineffectual” (faid
the Roman poet) “ are the wileft laws, if they be not
“ fupported by good morals!” How ineffctual (fay the
Occonomifts) are all our cforts to preferve the morals of a
people, if the laws which regulate the political order, doom
the one half of mankind to indigence, to fraud, to fervility,
to ignorance, to fuperflition; and the other half to be the
flaves of all the follies and vices which refult from the infolence
of rank, and the felfithnefs of opulence? Suppefe for a mo-
ment, that the inordinate accumulation of wealth in the hands
of individuals, which we every where meet with in modern
Europe, were gradually diminithed by abolifhing the law of
entails, and by eftablifhing a perfe& freedom of commerce and
of induftry; it is almoft felf-evident, that this fimple alteration
in the order of fociety; an alteration which has been often
demonftrated to be the moft effetual and the moft infal.
lible meafure for promoting the wealth and population of a
country ; would contribute, more than all the labours of
moralifts, to fecure the virtue and the happinefs of all the
claffes of mankind. It is worthy too of remark, that fuch a
plan of reformation does not require, for its accompliament, any
new and complicated inftitutions; and therefore does not pro-
ceed upon any exaggerated conception of the efficacy of human
policy. On the contrary, it requires only (like moft of the
other
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other expedients propofed by this fyftem) the gradual abolition € H L
of thofe arbitrary and unjuft arrangements, by which the order s

of nature is difturbed.

ANOTHER miftaken idea concerning the ceconomical fyftem
is, that it is founded entirely upon theory, and unfupported by
fats. That this may be the cafe with refpect to fome of its
doCtrines, 1 fhall not difpute : but, in general, it may be fafely
affirmed, that they reft on a broader bafis of fas, than any
other political fpeculations which have been yet offered to the
world ; for they are founded, not on a few examples collected
from the {fmall number of governments of which we poffefs an
accurate knowledge ; but on thofc laws of human nature, and
thofe maxims of common fenfe, which are daily verified in the
intercourfe of private life.

Or thofc who have fpeculated on the fubjed of legiflation,
by far the greater part feem to have confidered it as a fcience
Jui generis; the firft principles of which can be obtained in no
other way, than by an examination of the conduct of mankind
in their political capacity. The Occonomifts, on the contrary,
have fearched for the caufes of national profperity, and national
improvement, in thofe arrangements, which our daily obferva-
tions fhew to be favourable to the profperity and to the im-
provement of individuals. The former refemble thofe phile-
fophers of antiquity, who, affirming, that the phenomena of
the heavens are regulated by laws peculiar to themfelves, dif-
couseged every attempt to invefligate their phyfical caules,
which was founded upon faéts collected from common expe-

rience.
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c HAPD rience. The latter have aimed at accomplithing a reformation
‘o in politics, fimilar to what Kepler and Newton accomplithed

in aftronomy ; and, by fubje@ing to that common fenfe, which
guides maankind in their private concerns, thofe queftions, of
which none were fuppofed to be competent judges, but men
initiated in the myfleries of government, have given a beginning
to a fcience which has already extended very widely our poli-
tical profpeéts; and which, in its progrefs, may probably afford
an illuftration, not lefs firiking than that which phyfical aftro-
nomy exhibits, of the fimplicity of thofe laws by which the
univerfe is governed.

WHEN a political writer, in order to expofe the folly of
thofe commercial regulations which aim at the encouragement
of domeftic induftry by reftraints on importation, appeals to
the maxims upon which men a& in private life; when he re-
marks, that the taylor does not attempt to make his own fhoes,
but buys them of the fhoemaker ; that the fhoemaker does not
attempt to make his own clothes, but employs a taylor; and
when he concludes, that what is prudence in the condu& of
every private family, can fcarcely be folly in that of a great
kingdom ¥ ; he may undoubtedly be faid, in one fenfe, to in~
dulge in theory ; as he calls in queftion the utility of inflitutions
which appear, from the fa@, to be not incompatible with a cer-
tain degree of political profperity. But, in another fenfe, and
in a much more philofophical one, he may be faid to oppofe to

: % See Mr. SmxT’s profound and origiml ¢ Inquiry into the Natewe and
Caufes of the Wealth of Nations.”

the
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the falfe theories of flatefmen, the common fenfe of mankind; C HIVA P.

and thofe maxims of expediency, of which every man may
verify the truth by his own daily obfervation.

THERE is yet another miftake (of ftill greater confequence, per-
haps, than any of thofe I have mentioned), which has mifled moft
of the opponents, and even fome of the friends, of the cccono-
mical {fyftem; an idea that it was meant to exhibit a political
order, which is really attainable in the prefent ftate of Europe.
So different from this were the views of its moft enlightened
advocates, that they have uniformly refted their only hopes of its
gradual eftablifhment in the world, on thatinfluence in the conduét
of human affairs, which philofophy may be expe&ted gradually
to acquire, in confequence of the progrefs of reafon and civilifa-
tion. To fuppofe that a period is ever to arrive, when it fhall
be realifed in its full extent, would be the height of enthufiafin
and abfurdity ; but it is furely neither enthufialm nor abfurdity
to affirm, that governments are more or lefs perfe&, in pro-
portion to the greater or fmaller number of individuals to
whom they afford the means of cultivating their intelleCtual
and moral powers, and whom they admit to live together on
a liberal footing of equality ;—or even to expedt, that, in
proportion to the progrefs of reafon, governments will a&tually
approach nearer and nearer to this defcription.

To dclineate that flate of political fociety to which govern-
ments may be expetted to approach nearer and nearer as the

triumphs of philofophy extend, was, T apprehend, the leading
obje&

Asemmprcad!
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CH AP obje@ of the earlicft and moft enlightened patrons of the
s @conomical fyftem. It is a flate of fociety, which they by no

means intended to recommend to particular communities, as the
moft eligible they could adopt at prefent; but as an ideal order
of things, to which they have a tendency of themfelves to
approach, and to which it ought to be the aim of the legiflator
to facilitate their progrefs. In the language of mathematicians,
it forms a limit to the progreffive improvement of the political
order ; and, in the mean time, it exhibits a ftandard of com.
parifon, by which the excellence of particular inflitutions may
be cftimated.

AccorDING to the view which has now been given of the
ccconomical fyftem, its principles appear highly favourable to
the tranquillity of fociety ; inafmuch as, by infpiring us with
a confidence in the triumph which truth and liberty muft in.
fallibly gain in the end over error and injuftice, it has a tend~
ency to difcourage every plan of innovation which is to be
fupported by violence and bloodfhed. And, accordingly, fuch
has always been the language of thofe who were beft acquainted
with the views of its authors. “ If we attack opprefiors,
“ before we have taught the oppreffed,” (fays one of the
ableft of its prefent fupporters *)) “ we fhall ritk the lofs
“ of liberty, and roufe them to oppofe the progrefs of reafon,
“ Hiftory affords proofs of this truth. How often, in fpite
“ of the efforts of the friends of freedom, has the event of a
¢ fingle battle reduced nations to the flavery of ages!

M. Connorcrr.
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“ AND what is the kind of liberty enjoyed by thofe nations,
“ which have recovered it by force of arms, and not by the
“ influence of philofophy ? Have not moft of them confounded
“ the forms of republicanifm with the enjoyment of right, and
“ the defpotifm of numbers with liberty? How many laws,
‘ contrary to the rights of nature, have difhonoured the code
“ of every people which has recovered its freedom, dwing
¢ thofe ages in which reafon was ftill in its infancy !”

-~

“ WHY not profit by this fatal experience, and wifely wait
the progrefs of knowledge, in order to obtain freedom more
¢ cffeCtual, more fubftantial, and more peaceful 2 Why purfue
“ it by blood and inevitable confufion, and truft that to chance,
¢ which time muft certainly, and without bloodfhed, beftow ?
“ A fortunate ftrupgle may, indeed, relieve us of many
“ grievances under which we labour at prefent, but if we
“ with to fecure the perfetion, and the permanence of free~
¢ dom, we muft patiently wait the period when men, emanci~
« pated from their prejudices, and guided by philofophy,
¢ fhall be rendered worthy of liberty, by comprehending its

[

-

“ claims.”

Nor is it the employment of violent and fanguinary means
alone, in order to accomplith political innovations, that this
enlightened and humane philofophy has a tendency to difcou-
rage. By extending our views to the whole plan of civil
fociety, and thewing us the mutual relations and dependencics
of its moft diftant parts, it cannot fail to check that indifcri-
minate zeal againft cftablifhed inflitutions, which arifes from

L1 partial

s

“r
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C H A P. partial views of the focial fyftem ; as well as to produce a certaisy
Iv.
v degree of fcepticifim with refpe to every change, the fuccefa

of which is not infured by the prevailing ideas and manners of
the age. Sanguine and inconfiderate projets of reformation
are frequently the offspring of clear and argumentative and
fyftematical underftandings ; but rarely of comprehenfive minds.
For checking them, indeed, nothing is fo effe¢tual, as a general
furvey of the complicated ftructure of fociety. Even although
fuch a furvey fhould be fuperficial, provided it be conduted on
an extenfive fcale, it is more ufeful, at leaft, for this purpofe,
than the moft minute and fuccefsful inquiries, which are cir-
cumfcribed within a narrow circle. If it fhould teach us no-
thing elfe, it will at leaft fatisfy us of the extreme difficulty of
predi@ting, with confidence, the remote effelts of new arrange-
ments ; and that the perfeQion of political wifdom confifts, not
in incumbering the machine of government with new contri-
vances to obviate every partial inconvenience, but in removing
gradually, and imperceptibly, the obftacles which difturb the
order of nature, and (as Mr. Addifon fomewhere exprefles it)
% in grafting upon her inftitutions,”

WHEN the ceconomical fyflem, indeed, is firlt prefented to
the mind, and when we compare the perfeétion which it ex-
hibits, with the a&tual ftate of human affairs, it is by no means
unnatural, that it fhould fuggeft plans of reformation too violent
and fudden to be pradticable. A more complete acquaintance,
however, with the fubjec, will ¢ffeQually cure thefe firft im-
preflions, by pointing out to us the mifchiefs to be apprehended
from an injudicious combination of theoretical perfetion with

our
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our eftablithed laws, prejudices, and manners, Asthe variousun- € HI AP
natural modes and habits of living, to which the bodily conftitu- s

tion is gradually reconciled by a courfe of luxurious indulgences,
have fuch a tendency to corre@ each other’s effeéts, as to render
a partial return to a more fimple regimen, a dangerous, and,
fometimes, a fatal experiment; fo it is poffible, that many of
our imperfe& political inftitutions may be fo accommodated to
each other, that a partial execution of the moft plaufible and
equitable plans of reformation, might tend, in the firft inftance,
to fruftrate thofe important purpofes which we are anxious to
promote. Is it not pollible, for example, that the influence
which is founded on a refpeét for hereditary rank, may have
its ufe in counteralting that ariftocracy which arifes from in-
equality of wealth; and which fo many laws and prejudices
confpire to fupport? That the former fpecies of influence is
rapidly declining of itfelf, in confequence of the progrefs which
commerce and philofophy have already made, is {ufficiently ob-
vious; and, I think, it may reafonably be doubted, whether a
well-wifher to mankind would be difpofed to accelerate its de=~
ftrucion, till the true principles of political conomy are com=
pletely underftood and acknowledged by the world,

VaArious other examples might be produced, to illuf-
trate the dangers to be apprehended from the partial influence
of general principles in politics; or, in other words, from an
exclufive attention to particular circumftances in the political
order, without comprehenfive views of the fubject. It is only
upon 2 limited mind, therefore, that fuch ftudies will produce a
pafion for violemt innovations. In more comprehenfive and

L1z enlight-
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C I AT enlightened underflandinge, their natural effe® is caution and
e diffidence with refpe@ to the iffue of every experiment, of

which we do not perceive diflin@ly all the remote confe-
quences.  Nor is this caution at all inconfiftent with a firm
confidence in the certainty of that ttiumph which truth and
liberty muft infallibly gain in the end over error and injuftice.
On the contrary, it is a natural and obvioys confequence of fuch
a convi@ion; inafmuch as the fame arguments on which this
convi&tion is founded, prove to us, that the progrefs of man-
kind towards the perfetion of the foeial order, muft neceflarily,
in every cale, be gradual; and that it muft be diverfified in the
courfe it takes, according to the fituations and charalters of
nations. To dire&, and, as far as poflible, to accelerate, this
progrefs, ought to be the great aim of the enlightened ftatef-
man, and, indeed, of every man who wifhes well to his
fpecies; but it is neceflary for him always to remember, that
confiderable alterations in the eftablifhed order, are very feldom
to be effeCted immediately and dire@ly by political regulations ;
and that they are, in all cafes, moft {uccefsful and moft per-
manent, when they are accomplibed gradually by natural
caufes, freed from thofe refiraints which had formerly checked
their operation. In the governments, indeed, of modern Eu-
rope, it is much mare neceflary to abolifh old inftitutions, than
.to introduce new ones ; and if this reformation be kept fieadily
in view, and not pufhed farther at any time than circumftances
render expedient, or the ideas of the times recommend, the
effential principles of a more perfe& order of things, will gra-
dually efablith themiclves, without any convulfion.

ACCORDING
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AccORDING to this view of the fubjed, the fpeculation con- C II RS
cerning the perfect order of fociety, is to be regarded merely as u.___,,-__c'

a defcription of the ultimate objefts at which the ftatefman
ought to aim. The tranquillity of his adminiflration, and the
immediate fuccefs of his meafures, depend on his good fenfe,
and his pradlical fkill. And his theoretical principles only enable
him to dire& his meafures fteadily and wilely, to promote the
improvement and happinefs of mankind ; and prevent him from
being ever led aftray from thefe important objeéls, by more
limited views of temporary expedience.

BerorE taking leave of this fubjed, it may be proper for
me to attempt obviating, a little more fully than I have done,
an obje@lion which has been frequently drawn, from the paft
experience of mankind, againft that fuppofition of their pro-
greflive improvement, on which all the forcgoing reafonings
proceed. How mournful are the viciflitudes which hiftory ex-
hibits to us, in the courfe of human affairs ; and how little
foundation do they afford to our fanguine profpeéts concerning
futurity ! If, in thofe parts of the earth which were formerly
inhabited by barbarians, we now {ee the moft {plendid exertions
of genius, and the happieft forms of civil policy, we behold
others which, in antiént times, were the feats of fcience, of
civilifution, and of liberty, at prclent immerfed in fuperftition,
and laid wafte by defpotifm. After a thort period of civil, of
military, and of literary glory, thc profpe& has changed at
once: the career of degeneracy has begun, and has procceded
till it could advance no farther; or fome unforefeen calamity

has occurred, which has obliterated, for a time, all memory of
formen
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cCHA P. former improvements, and has condemned mankind to re-trace,
\—~— {tep by ftep, the fame path by which their forefathers had rifen

to greatnefs. In a word; on fuch a retrofpective view of hu-
man affairs, man appears to be the mere fport of fortune and of
accident ; or rather, he appears to be doomed, by the condition
of his nature, to run alternately the career of improvement
and of degeneracy; and to realife the beautiful but melan~
choly fable of Sifyphus, by an eternal renovation of hope and
of difappointment.

IN oppofition to thefe difcouraging views of the ftate and
progrels of man; it may be remarked in gencral, that in the
courfe of thefe latter ages, a variety of events have happened*in
the hiftory of the world, which render the condition of the
human race eflfentially different from what it ever was among
the nations of antiquity; and which, of confequence, render
all our reafonings concerning their future fortunes, in fo far as
they are founded merely on their palt experience, unphilofo-
phical and inconclufive. The alterations which have taken
place in the art of war, in confequence of the invention of fire-
arms, and of the modern fcience of fortification, have given to
civilifed nations a fecurity againft the irruptions of barbarians,
which they never before poflefled. The more extended, and
the more conftant intercourfe, which the improvements in com-
raerce and in the art of navigation have opened, among the
diftant quarters of the globe, can;xpt fail to operate in under-
mining local and national prejudices, and in imparting to the
whole fpecies the intelle@ual acquifitions of each particular com-
munity. The accumulated ¢xperience of ages has already

taught
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taught the rulers of mankind, that the moft fruitful and the moft € H VA P.
permanent fources of revenue, are to be derived, not from con- (o

quered and tributary provinces, but from the internal profpe-
rity and wealth of their own fubje@ts:—and the fame experi-
ence now begins to teach nations, that the increafe of their own
wealth, fo far from depending on the poverty and depreffion
of their neighbours, is intimately conneéted with their induftry
and opulence; and, confequently, that thofe commercial jea-
loufies, which have hitherto been fo fertile a fource of animofity
among different ftates, are founded entirely on ignorance and
prejudice.  Among all the circumftances, however, which dif-
tinguith the prefent flate of mankind from that of antient nations,
the invention of printing is by far the moft important; and,
indeed, this fingle event, independently of every other, is fuf-
ficient to change the whole courfe of human affairs,

TaEe influence which printing is likely to have on the future
hiftory of the world, has not, I think, been hitherto examined,
by philofophers, with. the attention which the importance of
the fubje deferves. One reafon for this may, probably, have
been, that, asg the invention has never been made but once, it
has been confidered rather as the effe@ of a fortunate accident,
than as the refult of thofe general caufes on which the progrefs
of fociety feems to depend. But it may be reafonably quef-
tioned, how far this idea be juft. For, although it fhould be
allowed, that the invention of printing was accidental, with re-
fpect to the individual who made it, it may, with truth, be
confidered as the natural refult of a fate of the world, when a
member of great and contiguous nations are all engaged in the

ftudy
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¢ H} s ftudy of literature, in the purfuit of fcience, and in the prac-
e tice of the arts: infomuch, that I do not think it extravagant

to affirm, that, if this invention had not been made by the
particular perfon to whom it is afcribed, the fame art, or fome
analogous art, anfwering a fimilar purpofe, would have infal-
libly been invented by fome other perfon, and at no very dif-
tant petiod. The art of printing, therefore, is entided to be
confidered as a ftep in the natural hiftory of man, no lefs than
the art of wiiting ; and they who are fceptical about the future
progrefs of the race, merely in confequence of its paft hiftory,
reafon- as unphilofophically, as the member of a favage
tribe, who, deriving hic own acquaintance with former times
from oral tradition only, thould affeé to call in queftion the
efficacy of written records, in accelerating the progrefs of know-
ledge and of civilifation.

WriaT will be the particular effefts of this invention, (which
has been, hitherto, much checked in its operation, by the re-
ftraints on the liberty of the prefs in the greater part of Eu-
rope,) it is beyond the reach of human fagacity to conjeCture ;
but, in general, we may venture to predi¢t with <confidence,
that, in every country, It will gredually operate to widen the
circle of fcience and civilifation; to diftribute more equalty,
among all the members of the community, the advantages of
the political union; and to enlarge the bafis of equitable go-
veértiments, by increafing the number of thofe who underftand
t!mir value, and are interefted to défend them. The fcience of
legiflation, too, with all the other branches of knowledge which

"are conne@ed with human imptovement, may be expedied to

12 advance
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advance with rapidity; and, in proportion as the opinions and © HIVA P.
inftitutions of men approach to truth and to juftice, they will

be fecured againft thofe revolutions to which human affairs
have always been hitherto fubje@. Opinionum enim commenta
delet dies, nature judicia confirmat.

THE revolutions incident to the democratical ftates of anti-
quity furnith no folid objettion to the foregoing obfervations :
for none of thefe flates enjoyed the advantages which modern
times derive from the diffufion, and from the rapid circulation
of knowledge. In thefe ftates, moft of the revolutions which
happened, arofe from the firuggles of demagogues, who em-
ployed the paffions of the multitude, in fubferviency to their
own intereft and ambition; and to all of them, the ingenious
and firiking remark of Hobbes will be found applicable ; that
“ Democgacy is nothing but an ariftocracy of orators, inter-
“ rupted fometimes by the temporary monarchy of a fingle
“ orator.” While this continued to be the cafe, democratical
conftitutions were, undoubtedly, the moft unfavourable of any
to the tranquillity of mankind; and the only way to preferve
the order of fociety was, by fkilfully balancing againft each other,
the prejudices, and the feparate interefts of different orders of
citizens. That fuch balances, however, will every day become
lefs neceflary for checking the turbulence of the democratical
fpirit in free governments, appears probable from this; that
among the various advantages to be expeCted from the liberty
of the prefs, one of the greateft is, the effet which it muft
neceflarily have in diminithing the influence of popular elo-
quence; both by curing men of thole prejudices upon which:

Mm it
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CHAP it operates, and by fubjeting it to the irrefiftible control of
\—~= enlightened opinions. In the republican flates of antiquity, the

eloquence of demagogues was indeed a dangerous engine of
faction, while it afpired to govern nations by its uplimited fway
in direGting popular councils. But, now, when the effufions
of the orator are, by means of the prefs, fubjected to the im-
mediate tribunal of an inquifitive age, the eloquence of legif-
lative affemblies is forced to borrow its tone from the fpirit of
the times; and if it retains its afcendant in human affairs, it
can only be, by lending its aid to the prevailing caufe, and to
the permancnt interefts of truth and of freedom.

Or the progrefs which may yet be made in the different
branches of moral and political philofophy, we may form fome
idea, from what has already happened in phyfics, fince the time
that Lord Bacon united, in one ufeful direction, the labours of
thofe who cultivate that fcience. At the period when he wrote,
phyfics was certainly in a more hopelefs ftate, than that of moral
and political philofophy in the prefent age. A perpetual fuc-
ceflion of chimerical theories had, till then, amufed the world ;
and the prevailing opinion was, that the cafe would continue to
be the fame for ever. 'Why then fhould we defpair of the com
petency of the human faculties to eftablifh folid and permanent
fyftems, upon other fubjedts, which are of ftill more ferious
importance? Phyfics, it is true, is free from many difficulties
which obftru& our progrefs in moral and political inquiries; but,
perhaps, this advantage may be more than counterbalanced
by the tendency they have to engage a more univerfal, and
» more earncft attestion, in confequence of their coming

home
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home more immediately to our ¢ bufinefs and our bofoms.” C H A P
When thefe fciences too begin to be profecuted on a regular g_...l,..,.;'

and fyftematical plan, their improvement will go on with an
accelerated velocity ; not only as the number of fpeculative
minds will be every day increafed by the diffufion of know-
ledge, but as an acquaintance with the juft rules of inquiry,
will more and more place important difcoveries within the reach
of ordinary underftandings. * Such rules” (fays Lord Baoon)
do, in fome fort, equal men’s wits, and leave no great advan-
tage or pre-eminence to the perfect and excellent motions of
¢ the fpirit. To draw a firaight line, or to defcribe a circle,
by aim of hand only, there muft be a great difference be-
tween an unfteady and unpractifed hand, and a fteady and
pralifed ; but, to do it by rule or compafs, it is mnch
 alike.”

Nor muft we omit to mention the value which the art of
printing communicates to the moft limited exertions of literary
induftry, by treafuring them up as materials for the future exa~
mination of more enlightened inquirers. In this refpedt the
prefs beftows upon the feiences, an advantage fomewhat analo-
gous to that which the mechanical arts derive from the divifion
of labour. Asin thefe arts, the exertions of an uninformed
multitude, are united by the comprehenfive kill of the artift,
in the accomplithment of effe&s aftonithing by their magnitude,
and by the complicated ingenuity they difplay; fo, in the
{ciences, the obfervations and conjeCtures of obfcure individuals
om thofe fubje@s which are level to their capacities, and which
fall under their own immediate notice, accumulate for a courfe

Mm2 of
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c HWA P. of years; till at laft, fome philofopher arifes, who combines
tuems thefe feattered materials, and.exhibits, in his fyftem, not merely

the force of a fingle mind, but the intelleGual power of the age
in which he lives.

It is upon thefe lall confiderations, much more than on the
efforts of original genius, that I would reft my hopes of the
progrefs of the race. 'What genius alone could accomplith in
fcience, the world has already feen: and I am ready to fub-
fcribe to the opinion of thofe who think, that the fplendor of
its paft exertions is not likely to be obfcured by the fame of
future philofophers. . But the experiment yet remains to be
tried, what lights may be thrown on the moft important of all
fubje@ts, by the free difcuffions of inquifitive nations, unfet-
tered by prejudice, and ftimulated in their inquiries by every
motive that can awaken whatever is either generous or felfith in
human nature. How trifling are the effects which the bodily
firength of an individual is able to produce, (however great
may be his natural endowments,) when compared with thofe
which have been accomplithed by the confpiring force of an
ordinary multitude? It was not the fingle arm of a Thefeus, or
& Hercules, but the hands of fuch men as ourfelves, that, in
antient Egypt, raifed thofe monuments of archite@ure, which
remain from age to age, to atteft the wonders of combined and
of perfevering induftry ; and, while they humble the import-
ance of the individual, to exalt the dignity, and to apimate the
labours, of the fpecies. )

THESE views with refpe@ to the probable improvement
of the world, are fo conducive to the comfort of thofe who
entertain



OF THE HUMAN MIND,

269

entertain them, that even, although they were founded in C H A P
delufion, a wife man would be difpofed to cherith them., «mmuws

What thould have induced fome refpe&table writers to controvert
them, with fo great an afperity of expreffion, it is not eafy to
conjeure; for whatever may be thought of their truth, their
praQical tendency is furely favourable to human happinefs;
nor can that temper of mind, which difpofes a man to give
them a weicome reception, be candidly fulpected of defigns
hoftile to the interefts of humanity. One thing is certain, that
the greateft of all obftacles to the improvement of the world, is
that prevailing belief of its improbability, which damps the ex~
ertions of fo many individuals ; and that, in proportion as the
contrary opinion becomes general, it realifes the event which it
leads us to anticipate. Surely, if any thing can have a tendency
to call forth in the public fervice the exertions of individuals,
it muft be an idea of the magnitude of that work in which they
are confpiring, and a belief of the permanence of thofe benefits,
which they confer on mankind by every attempt to inform and
to enlighten them. As in antient Rome, therefore, it was re-
garded as the mark of a good citizen, never to defpair of the
fortunes of the republic ;—fo the good citizen of the world,
whatever may be the political afpect of his own times, will ne-
ver defpair of the fortunes of the human race; but will a&t
upon the convition, that prejudice, {lavery, and corruption,
muft gradually give way to truth, liberty, and virtue ; and that,
in the moral world, as well as in the material, the farther
our obfervations extend, and the longer they are continued,
the more we fhall perceive of order and of benevolent defign in

the univerfe. .
Nor
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Nom is this change in the condition of man, in confequence
of the progrefs of reafon, by any means contrary to the general
analogy of his natural hiftory. In the infancy of the individual,
his exiftence is preferved by inftin@s, which difappear after-
wards, when they are no longer neceffary. In the favage flate
of our fpecies, there are inftin@s which feem to form a part of
the human confltitution ; and of which no traces remain in thofe
periode of fociety in which their ufe is fuperfeded by a more
enlarged experience. Why then fhould we deny the probability
of fomething fimilar to this, in the hiftory of man confidered in
his political capacity? I have already had occafion to obferve,
that the governments which the world has hitherto feen, have
feldom or never taken their rife from deep-laid fchemes of hu-
man policy. In every ftate of fociety which has yet exifted, the
multitude has, in general, a&ted from the immediate impulfe
of paffion, or from the preflure of their wants and necefities ;
and, therefore, what we. commonly call the political order, is,
at leaft, in a great meafure, the refult of the paffions and wants
of man, combined with the circumftances of his fituation; or,
in other words, it is chiefly the refult of the wifdom of nature.
So beautifully, indeed, do thefe paflions and circumftances a&
in fubferviency to her defigns, and fo invariably have they been
found, in the hiftory of paft ages, to conduét men in time to
certain benefictal arrangements, that we can hardly bring our-
felves to believe, that the end was not forefeen by thofe who
were engaged in the purfuit. Even in thofe rude periods of
fociety, when, like the lower animals, he follows blindly his
inftin@ive prifltiples of adion, he is led by an invifible hand,
and contributes his fhare to the execution of a plan, of the nature

2 and
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and advantages of which he has no conception. The opera- C HAP
tions of the bee, when it begins, for the firft time, to form sy

its cell, conveys to us a friking image of the efforts of un-
enlightened man, in conducting the operations of an infant
government,

A GREAT variety of prejudices might be mentioned, which
are found to prevail univerfally among our fpecies in certain
periods of fociety, and which feem to be eflentially neceflary
for maintaining its order, in ages when men are unable to com-
prehend the purpofes for which governments are inflituted.
As fociety advances, thefe prejudices gradually lofe their influ-
ence on the higher claffes, and would probably foon difappear
altogether, if it were not found expedient to prolong their
exiftence, as a fource of authority over the multitude. In an
age, however, of univerfal and of unreftrained difcuffion, it is
impofiible that they can long maintain their empire; nor ought
we to regret their decline, if the important ends to which they
have been fubfervient in the paft experience of mankind, are
found to be accomplifhed by the growing light of philofophy,
On this fuppofition, a hiftory of human prejudices, in fo far as
they have fupplied the place of more enlarged political views,
may, at fome future period, furnifh to the philofopher a fubject
of fpeculation, no lefs pleafing and inftru@ive, than that bene-
ficent wifdom of nature, which guides the operations of the
lower animals; and which, even in our own fpecies, takes upon
itfelf the care of the individual in the infancy of human reafon.

I HAVE only to obferve farther, that, in proportion as thefe
profpe@s, with refpe@ to the progrefs of reafon, the diffufion
of
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of knowledge, and the confequent improvement of mankind;
thall be realifed; the political hiftory of the world will be re-
gulated by fteady and uniform caufes, and the philofopher will
be enabled to form probable conjettures with refpet to the fu-
ture courfe of human affairs.

It is juftly remarked by Mr. Hume, that * what depends
“ on a few perfons is, in a great meafure, to be afcribed to
a chance, or fecret and unknown caufes: what arifes from a
% great number, may often be accounted for by determinate
“ and known caufes.” ¢ To judge by this rule,” (he con-
tinues,) “ the domeftic and the gradual revolutions of a flate
¢ muft be a more proper objeét of reafoning and obfervation,
“ than the foreign and the violent, which are commonly pro=
“ duced by fingle perfons, and are more influenced by whim,
 folly, or caprice, than by general paffions and interefts, The
¢« depreflion of the Lords, and rife of the Commons, in Eng-
“ land, after the ftatutes of alienation and the increafe of trade
¢ and induftry, are more eafily accounted for by general prin-
“ ciples, than the depreffion of the Spanifh, and rife of the
“ French monarchy, after the death of Charles the Fifth. Had
“ Harry the Fourth, C#rdinal Richlieu, and Louis the Four-
¢ teenth, been Spaniards; -and Philip the Second, Third, and
* Fourth, and Charles the Second, been Frenchmen ; the hiftory
" of thefe nations had been entirely reverfed.”

Frowm thefe principles, it would feem to be a neceflary con=
fequence, that, in proportion as the circumftances fhall operate
which I have been endeavouring to illuftrate, the whole fyftem

of
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of humgp affairs, including both the domeflic order of fociety C Hx AR
in particular ftates, and the relations which exift among diffe- e
rent communities, in confequence of war and negotiation, will
be fubjected to the influence of caufes which are * known and
“ determinate.” Thofe domeftic affairs, which, according to
Mr. Hume, are already proper fubje@s of reafoning and ob-
fervation, in confequence of their dependencs on general,in-
terelts and paffions, will become fo, more and more, daily, as
prejudices fhall decline,.gnd knowledge thall be diffufed among’..
the lower orders: while the relations among different ftates,
which have depended hitherto, in a great meafure, on the
“ whim, folly, and caprice,” of fingle perfons, will be gra-
dually more and more regulated by the general interefts of the
individuals who compofe them, and by the popular opinions of
more enlightened times. Already, during the very fhort inter-
val which has elapfed fince the publication of Mr. Hume’s
writings, an aftonithing change has taken place in Eugope* The
myfteries of courts have been laid open; the influence of fecret
negotiation on the relative fitvation of ftates has declined; and
the ftudies of thofe men whofe public {pirit or ambition devotes
them to the fervice of their country, have been diverted from
the intrigues of cabinets, and the details-of the diplomatic code,
to the liberal and manly purfuits of political philofophy.
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CHAPTER FIFTH.
Of the Aflociation of Ideas.

€ HVA P. T HE fubje& on which I am now to enter, naturally.di-
‘-'—Nf."d

vides itfelf into two Parts. The Firft, relates to the
influence of Affociation, in regulating the fucceflion of our
thoughts; the Second, to its influence on the intelleGtual
powers, and on the moral charaler, by the more intimate and
indifloluble combinations which it leads us to form in infancy
and in early youth. Fhe two inquiries, indeed, run into each
other ; but it will contribute much to the order of our fpecu~
lations, to keep the foregoing arrangement in view.

T e

PART FIRST.

Of the Influence of Aﬁf)ciation in regulating the Succeflion:
of our Thoughts.

SECTION I

General Obfervations on this Part of our Confiitgtion, and on the
Language of Philofopbers with refpeét to it.

HAT one thought is’often fuggefted to the mind by
another ; and that the fight. of an external obje& often
recalls former occurrences, and revives former feelings, are

faCla
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fa@ls which are perfely familiar, even to thofe who are the leat C H AP

difpofed to fpeculate concerning the principles of their nature.

In paffing along a road which we have formerly travelled in the
company of a friend, the particulars of the converfation in which
we were then engaged, arc frequently fuggefted to us by the ob-
je&s we meet with. Infuch a fcene, we recolle& that a particular
{ubje& was ftarted; and, in pafling the different houfes, and
plantations, and rivers, the arguments we were difcuffing when
we laft faw them, recys fpontaneoufly to the memory. The
connexion which is formed in the mind between the words of a
language and the ideas they denote; the connexion which is
formed between the different words of a dilcourfe we have
committed to memory; the connexion between the different
notes of a picce of mufic in the mind of the mufician, are all
obvious inftances of the fame general law of our nature.

THE influence of perceptible obje@s in reviving former
thoughts and former feelings, is more particularly remarkable,
After time has, in fome degree, reconciled us to the death of a
friend, how wonderfully are we affeted the firft time we
enter the houfe where he lived! Everything we fee; the apart-
ment where he ftudied ; the chair upon which he fat, recal to us
the happioefs we have ebjoyed together; and we fhould feel it
a fort of violation of that refpe® we owe to his memory, to
engage jn any Wght or indifferent difcourfe when fuch objects
are before us. In the cafe, too, of thofe remarkable feenes
which intereft the curiofity, from the memorable perfons or
tranfations which we have been accuftomed to conne with
them in the courfe of our ftudies, the fancy is more awakened

Nna2 by

‘——q,a-—.l
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C H AP by the aGual perception of the fcene itfelf, than by the mere
u..-v-..o conception or imagination of it. Hence the pleafure we enjoy

in vifiting claffical ground ; in beholding the retreats which in~
fpired the genius of our favourite authors, or the fields which
have been dignified by exertions of heroic virtue. How feeble
are the emotions produced by the livelielt conception of modern
Italy, to what the poet felt, when, amidft the ruins of Rome,

¢ He drew th’ infpiring breagh of antient arts,
€€ mamam—— And trod the facred walks
¢¢ Where, at each ftep, imagination burns *!”

THE well-known effe@ of a particular tune on Swifs regi-
ments when at a diftance from home, furnifhes a very ftriking
illuftration of the peculiar power of a perception, or of an im~
preflion on the fenfes, to awaken affociated thoughts and feel-
ings: and numberlefs faéts of a fimilar nature muft have
occurred to every perfon of moderate fenfibility, in the courfe
of his own experience.

“ WHiLsT we were at dinner,” (fays Captain King,} “in
“ this miferable hut, on the banks of the river Awatfka; the
“ guefts of a people with whofe exifence we had before been
“ fcarce acquainted, and at the extremity of the habitable
% globe ; a folitary, half-worn pewter fpoon, whofe Rape was
% fagilias to us, attraled our atteption ; and, on examination,
“ we found it flamped on the back with the word London,

# ¢ Quacunque ingredimur,” {fays QCicers, fpeaking of Athens,) ¢ in ali-
% quers hftoriam veBligium ponimus.”

“ ] cannot
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« I cannot pafs over this circumftance in filence, out of grati- C H A P.
. V.
« tude for the many pleafant thoughts, the anxious hopes, and s

¢« tender remembraneces, it excited in us. Thofe who have ex-
“ perienced the effects that long abfence, and extreme diftance
“ from their native country, produce on the mind, will readily
“ conceive the pleafure fuch a trifling incident can give.”

Tue difference between the effe® of a perception and an
idea, in awakening affeciated thoughts and feelings, is finely
defcribed in the introduétion to the fifth book De fnibus.

“ We agreed,” (fays Cicero,) ¢ that we fhould take our
afternoon’s walk in the academy, as at that time of the day
it was a placc where there was no refort of company. Ac-
¢ cordingly, at the hour appointed, we went to Pifo’s. We
¢ pafled the time in converfing on different matters during our
¢ fhort walk from the double gate, till we came to the aca-
“ demy, that juftly celebrated fpot ; which, as we withed, we
“ found a perfe@t folitude.” ¢ I know not,” (faid Pifo,)
¢ whether it be a natural feeling, or an illufion of the imagina-
“ tion founded on habit, that we are more powerfully affected
“ by the fight of thofe places which have been much fre~
“ quented by illuftrious men, than when we either liften to the
“ recital, or read the detail, of their great aGtions. At this
“ moment, I feel firongly that emotion which I fpeak of. I
% fee before me, the perfe form of Plato, who was wont to
“ difpute in this very place: thefe gardens not only recal him
“ to my memory, but prefent his very perfon to my fenfes. I
“ fancy to myfelf, that here ftood Speufippus; there Xenocrates,

2 “ and

[43

[
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< H A P. “.and here, on this bench, fat bis difciple Polemo. To me,
. N —w ' our antient fenate-houfe feems peopled with the like vifionary

“ forms; for, often, when I enter it, the thades of Scipio, of
¢ Cato, and of Lazlius, and, in particular, of my vene-
« rable grandfather, rife to my imagination. In fhort, fuch
« is the effe@ of local fituation in recalling affociated ideas
¢ to the mind, that it is not without reafon, fome philofo-
¢ phers have founded on this principle a fpecies of artificial
% memory.”

THis effet of perceptible obje@s, in awakening affoci-
ated thoughts and affociated feelings, feems to arife, in a
great mealure, from the permanence of the impreflions which
fuch obje@s produce. Before one idea can fuggeft another
idea, it muft itfelf difappear; and a train, perhaps, fucceeds, to
which the firft bears a very flight relation. But, in the cafe of
perception, the object remaips before us; and introduces to the
mind, one after another, all the various ideas and emotions with
which it has any connexion.

1 ALREADY obferved, that the connexions which exift among
our thoughts, have been.long familiarly known to the vulgar,
us well as to philofophers. It is, irideed, only of late, that
we have been poflefled of an appropriated phrafe to exprefs
them; but that the general fi& is not a revent.difcovery,
may be inferred from many ‘of the common maxims of prus
dence and of propriety, which have plainly been fuggefied by
an attention to this part of our conflitution. When we lay it
down, for example, as a general rule, to avoid in converfation

7 all
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all' expreflions, and all topics of difcourfe, which have any C H AP
relation, however remote, to ideas of an unpleafant nature, we oy

plainly proceed on the fuppofition that there are certain con-
nexions among our thoughts, which have an influence over the
order of their fucceffion. It isunneceffary to remark, how much
of the comfort and good-humour of focial life depends on an
attention to this confideration. Such attentions are more par-
ticularly eflential in our intercourfe with men of the world;
for the commerce of fociety has a wonderful effet in increafing
the quicknefs and the facility with which we aflociate all ideas
which have any reference to lifc and manners *; and, of con-
fequence, it muft render the fenfibility alive to many circum-
flances which, from the remotenefs of their relation to the
{ituation and hiftory of the partics, would otherwife have pro-
duced no impreflion.

WHEN an idea, however, is thus fuggefted by affociation, it
produces a flighter impreffion, or, at leaft, it produces its im=
preflion more gradually, than if it were prefented more directly
and immediately to the mind. And hence, when we are under
a neceffity of communjcating any difagreeable information to
another,, delicacy leads us, inftead of mentioning the thing

* "The fuperiority which the man of the world poflefits over the reclufe ftudent,
in his knowledge of mankind, is partly the refult of this quicknefs and facility
of affociation. Thofe trifling circumftances in converfation and behaviour,
which, to the latter, convey only their moft obvious and avowed meaning, lay

to the former, many of tho trains of thought which are connected with
m, a0d frequently give him = diftin@ view of a charadter, on that very fide.
Wieye it i foppofed to be moft cortcealed from his obfervation:

itfelf,,
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C'H A P. itfelf, to mention fomething elfe from which our meaning may
+—— beunderftood. In this manner, we prepare our heargrs for the

unwelcome intelligence.

Take diftin@ion between grofs and delicate flattery, is'founded
upon the fame principle. As nothing is more offenfive than
flattery which is diret and pointed, praile is confidered as happy
and elegant, in proportion to the flightnefs of the affociations by
which it is conveyed.

To this tendency which one thought has to introduce ano-
ther, philofophers have given the name of the Affociation of
ideas; and, as I would not wifh, excepting in a cafe of necef=
fity, to depart from common language, or to expofe myfelf to
the charge of delivering old doétrines in a new form, I fhall
continue to make ufe of the fame expreflion. I am fenfible,
indeed, that the expreflion is by no means unexceptionable;
and that, if it be ufed (as it frequently has been) to compre-
hend thofe laws by which the fucceffion of all our thoughts
and of all our mental operations is regulated, the word idea
muft be underftood in a fenfe much more extenfive than it is
commonly employed in. Itis very juftly remarked by Dr. Reid,
that “ memory, judgment, reafoning, paflions, affetions, and
“ purpofes; in a word, every operation of the mind, except-
“ ing thofe of fenfe, is excited occafionally in the train of our
“ thoughts: fo that, if we make the train of our thoughts to
“ be only a train of ideas, the word idea muft be underftood
¢ to denote all thefe operations.” In continuing, therefore, to

employ
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employ, upon this fubject, that language, which has been € HVA L.
confecrated by the practice of our beft philofophical writers in e

England, T would not be underftood to difpute the advantages
wwhich might be derived from the introdution of a new phrafe,
more precife and more applicable to the faét.

THE ingemious author whom I laft quoted, feems to think
that the affociation of ideas has no claim to be confidered as
an original principle, or as an ultimate fa& in our nature.
“ I believe,” (fays he,) * that the original principles of the
“ mind, of which we can give no account, but that fuch is
our conftitution, are more in number than is commonly
thought. But we ought not to multiply them without
neceffity, That trains of thinking, which, by frequent repe-

¢ tition have become familiar, thould fpontaneoufly offer them-
[3

[13
(11

113

felves to our fancy, feems to require no other original qua-
“ lity but the power of habit.”

WirtH this obfervation I cannot agree; becaufe I think it
more philofophical to refolve the power of habit into the affo-
ciation of ideas, than to refolve the affociation of ideas into
habit.

THE word babit, in the fenfe in which it is commonly em-
ployed, exprefles that facility which the mind acquires, in
all its exertions, both animal and intelleual, in confequence
of prackice. We apply it to the dexterity of the workman; to
the exteimporary fluency of the orator; to the rapidity of the
avifigoerical atcouatant. ‘That this facility is the effe@ of

pradlice,
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c HVA P. pradtice, we know from experience to be a faét: but it does
Amyemes 10t feem to be an ultimate fa&, nor incapable of analyfis.

In the Effay on Attention, I fhewed that the effe@ts of prac-
tice are produced partly on the body, and partly on the mind.
The mufcles which we employ in mechanical operations, be-
come ftronger, and become more obedient to the will. This
is a fa@, of which it is probable that philofophy will never be
able to give any explanation.

Burt even in mechanical operations, the effelts of praétice
are produced partly on the mind; and, in fo far as this is the
cafe, they are refolvable into what philofophers call, the affocia-
ton of ideas; or into that general fa@, which Dr. Reid himfelf
has ftated, * that trains of thinking, which, by frequent repe-
 tition, have become familiar, {pontaneoufly offer themfelves
“ to the mind."” In the cafe of habits which are purely intel-
le€tual, the effe@ts of practice refolve themfelves completely
into this principle : and it appears to me more precife and more
fatisfa&tory, to ftate the principle itfelf as a law of our conftitu-
tion, than to flur it over under the concife appellation of Aabiz,
which we apply in common to mind and to bedy.

Tue tendency in the human mind to affociate or connedt its
thoughts together, is fometimes called (but wvety imnproperly)
the imagénalion. Between thefe two parts of our conflitution,
there is indeed a very intimate relation; and it is probably
owing to this relation, that they have been fo generally con-
founded under the fame name. 'When the mind is occupied

about
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about abfent objects of fenfe, (which, I believe, it is habitnally € H AP
in the great majority of mankind,) its train of thought is werely v._.-.,-_a

a feries of conceptions; or, in common language, of imagina-
tions ¥, In the cafe, too, of poetical imagination, it is the aflo~
ciation of ideas that fupplies the materials out of which its com-
binations are formed ; and when fuch an imaginary combination
is become familiar to the mind, it is the aflociation of ideas that
conneés its different parts together, and unites them into one
whole. The aflociation of ideas, therefore, although perfely
diflin& from the power of imagination, is immediately and
eflentially fubfervient to all its exertions.

Tue [aft obfervation feems to me to point out, alfo, the cir-
cumftance which has led the greater part of Englifh writers, to
ufe the words Imagination and Fancy as fynonymous. It is
obvious that a creative imagination, when a perfon poflefles it
fo habitually that it may be regarded as forming one of the
chara@eriftics of his genius, implies a power of fummoning
up, at pleafure, a particular clafs of ideas; and of ideas related
to each other in a particular manner; which power can be the
refult only, of certain habits of affociation, which the individual
has acquired. It is to this power of the mind, which is evi-
dently a particular turn of thought, and not one of the com-
mon principles of our nature, that our beft writers (fo far as I
am able to judge) refer, in general, when they make ufe of
the word fancy : I fay, in general; for in difquifitions of this

* Accordingly, Hobbes calls the train of thought in the mind, ¢ Confe-
* quentin five feries imaginationum.” ¢ Per feriem imaginationum intelligo
% {uooeffionem ynius cogitationis ad aliam.”——LgviaTaaN, cap. iil.

Oo 2 fort,
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< HVA P. fort, in which the beft writers are feldom precife and fteady
\—y—~ in the employment of words, it is only to their prevailing

pradtice that we can appeal as an authority. What the
particular relations are, by which thofe ideas are connetted
that are fubfervient to poetical imagination, I fhall not inquire
at prefent. I think they are chiefly thofe of refemblance and
analogy. But whatever they may be, the power of fummon~
ing them up at pleafure, as it is the ground-work of poetical
genius, is of fufficient importance in the human conftitution to
deferve an appropriated name ; and, for this purpofe, the word

Jfancy would appear to be the moft convenient that our language
affords.

Dr. REID has fomewhere obferved, that ¢ the part of our
¢ conftitution on which the aflociation of ideas depends, was
“ called, by the older Englith writers, the fantafy or fancy;”
an ufe of the word, we may remark, which coincides, in
many inftances, with that which I propofe to make of it. It
differs from it only in this, that thefe writers applied it to the
affociation of ideas in general, whereas 1 reftri& its application

to that habit of aflociation, which is fubfervient to poetical
tmagination.

AcCcORDING to the explanation which has now been given
of the word Fancy, the office of this power is to collet
materials for the Imagination; and therefore the latter
power prefuppofes the former, while the former does not
neceffarily fuppofe the latter. A man whofe habits of affo-
ciation prefent to him, for illuftrating or embellithing a

fubjed,
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fubje&, a number of refembling or ‘of analogous ideas, we call € H A N
a man of fancy; but for an effort of imagination, various \____,,.__.

other powers are neceflary, particularly the powers of tafte and
of judgment ; without which, we can hope to produce nothing

that will be a fource of pleafure to others. It is the power of

fancy which fupplies the poct with metaphorical language, and
with all the analogies which are the foundation of his allufions ;
but it is the power of imagination that creates the complex
fcenes he defcribes, and the fi&itious chara@ers he delineates.
To fancy, we apply the epithets of rich or luxuriant; to ima-
gination, thofe of beautiful or fublime.

SECTTION IL

Of the Principles of Afficiation among our ldeas.

HE fa&s which I ftated in the former Seéion, to illuftrate

the tendency of a perception, or of an idea, to fuggeft
ideas related to it, are fo obvious as to be matter of common
remark. But tRe relations which conneét all our thoughts
together, and the laws which regulate their fucceflion, were
but little attended to beforc the publication of Mr. Hume’s
writings.

IT is well known to thofe who are in the leaft converfant
with the prefent ftate of metaphyfical {cience, that this eminent

writér hae attempted to rcduce all the principles of affociation -

among
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£ HVA P. among our ideas to three: Refemblance, Contiguity in time

‘———s and place, and Caufe and Effe@. The attempt was great, and
worthy of his genius; but it has been thewn by feveral writers
fince his time *, that his enumeration is not only incomplete,
but that it is even indiftin, fo far as it goes.

It is not neceflary for my prefent purpole, that I thould enter
into a critical examination of this part of Mr. Hume's {yftem
or that I fhould attempt to fpecify thofe principles of affociation
which he has omitted. Indeed, it does not feem to me, that
the problem admits of a fatisfaltory folution; for there is no
poflible relation among the objeéts of our knowledge, which
may not ferve to conne&t them together in the mind; and,
therefore, although one enumeration may be more comprehen-
five than another, a perfetly complete enumeration is fcarcely
to be expeited.

* See, in particular, Lord Kaimes’s Elements of Criticilm, and Dr. Gerard’s
Effay on Genws. See alfo Dr. Campbell's Philofophy of Rhetoric, vol. i.
p. 197-

It is obferved by Dr. Beattie, that fomething like an attempt to enumerate
the laws of affociation is to be found in Anftotle ; who, in fpeaking of Recol
leGhon, infinuates, with his ufual brevity, that < the relations, by which we
4 are led from one thought to another, in tracing out, or bunsing affer,” (as he
calls it,) ¢ any particular thought which does got immcdmc‘ly occur, are chiefly
s threc; Refemblance, Contrariety, and Contiguity.”

See Differtationsy, Moral and Gritical, p. 9.  AMo p. 145.

The paffage to which Dr. Beattie refers, is as follows :

Orar iy woppmoripsday ivmeSa sov wgotspar TIvG xUNTEY, s av nmSuuey,
Y By oeom twde. Ao uai o spetng Swpsvouay YenrarTis ao T Uk, 1 MY TIVOG, KA
AP G0ty N OXVTIE, N TR GUveYYYs.  Aiz THTO fimTal % evaumoig

. RsTOT. de Memor. ot Remimfe. wol. i p. 681. Edit, Dv Var.
Nox
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Nor is it merely in confequence of the relations among € H AP,
things, that our notions of them are affociated : they are fre- \._.-\,--J
quently coupled together by means of relations among the
words which denote them; fuch as a fimilarity of found, or
other circumftances ftill more trifling. The alliteration which
is fo common in poetry, and in proverbial fayings, feems to
arife, partly at leaft, from aflociations of ideas founded on the
accidental circumftance, of the two words which exprefs them
beginning with the fame letter.

¢« But thoufands die, without or this or that,.
¢ Die; and endow 2 College, or a Cat.”
Pore’s Ep. to Lord BatuursT,
« Ward tried, on Puppies, and the Poor, his drop.”
1d. Imitat. of Horace.

This indeed pleafes only on flight occafions, when it may be
fuppofed that the mind is in fome degree playful, and under the
influence of thofe principles of aflociation which commouly take
place when we are carelefs and difengaged. Every perfon muft
be offended with the fecond line of the following couplet, which
forms part of a very fublime defcription of the Divine power :

¢ Breathes in our foul, informs our mortal part,
« As full, as perfedy in a Hair as Heart.”
Essay on Man, Ep. i.

1 uave already faid, that the view of the fubje@ which I
propofe to take, does not require a complete enumeration of our
principles of affociation. There is, however, an important diftinc-
tion among them, to which I fhall have occafion frequently to
sefer; and which, fo far as I know, has not hitherto attracted the

notice
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©HAT notice of philofophers.  The relations upon which fome of them

J.—.—-—Y—-—l are founded, ate perfeétly obvious to the mind; thofe which are
the foundation of others, are difcoverzd only in confequence of
particular eflorts of attention, Of the former kind, are the
relations of Refemblance and Analogy, of Vicinity in time and
place, and thofe which arife from accidental coincidences in the
found of diffcrent words. Thefe, in general, conne& our thoughts
together, when they are fuffered to take their natural courfe, and
when we are confcious of little or no active exertion. Of the latter
kind, is the relation of premifes and confequences, and thofe others,
which rcgulire the train of thought in the mind of the philofo-
pher, when he is engaged in a particular inveftigation.

Tue facility with which ideas are affociated in the mind, is
very different in different individuals: a circumftance which, as
I fhall afterwards fhew, lays the foundation of remarkable varie-
ties among men, both in refpect of genius and of charatter. I
am inclined, too, to think that, in the other fex (probably in
confequence of early education) ideas are more eafily affociated
together, than in the minds of men. Hence the livelinefs
of their fancy, and the fuperiority they poflefs in epiftolary
writing, and in thofe kinds of poetry, in which the piin-
cipal rccommendations are, eafe of thought and expreflion.
Hence, too, the facility with which they contra& or lofe habits,
and accommodate their minds to new fituations ; and, I may
add, the difpofition they have to that fpecies of fuperftition
which is founded on accidental combinations of circumftances.
The influence which this facility of affociation has on the pbwcr
of tafte, fhall be afterwards confidered,
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SECTION I

Of the Power which the Mind bas over the Train of its
Thoughts.

Y means of the Affociation of Idcas, a conftant current of
thoughts, if I may ufe the expreflion, is made to pafs
through the mind while we are awake. Sometimes the current
is interrupted, and the thoughts diverted into a new chanuel,
in confcquence of the ideas fuggefted by other men, or of the
obje&s of perception with which we are furrounded. So com-
pletely, however, is the mind in this particular fubjected to
phyfical laws, that it has been juftly obferved ¥, we cannot, by
an effort of our will, call up any one thought; and that the
train of our ideas depends on caufes which operate in a manner

inexplicable by vs.

Tuis obfervation, although it has been cenfured as paradoxi-
cal, is almoft felf-evident; for to call up a particular thought,
fuppofes it to be already in the mind. As I fhall have
frequent occafion, however, to refer to the obfervation

afterwards, I fhall endeavour to obviate the only objection.

By Lord Kaiwms, and others,

Pp which,.
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CHAPD which, I think, can reafonably be urged againft-it; and which
‘e~ 15 founded on that operation of the mind which is commonly

called recolle&tion or intenticnal memory.

It is evident, that before we attempt to recollec the particular
circumf{tances of any event, that event in general muft have been
an obje& of our attention. We¥femember the outlines of
the flory, but cannot at firft give a complcte account of it
If we wifh to recal thefe circumftances, there are only two
ways in which we can proceed. We muft cither {orm different
{uppofitions, and thcu confider which of thefe tallics beft with
the other circumftances of the event; or, by revolving in our
mind the circumflances we remember, we muft endeavour to
excite the recolle@ion of the other circumftances affociated with
them. The firft of thefe procefles is, properly fpeaking, an
inference of reafon, and plainly furnifhes no exception to the
do&rine already delivered. 'We have an inftance of the other
mode of recolle&tion, when we are at a lofs for the beginning
of a fentence in reciting a compofition that we do not perfeétly
remember ; in which cafe we naturally repeat over, two or
three times,, the concluding words of the preceding fentence, in
order to call up the other words which ufed to be conneGed
with them in the memory. In this inftance, it is evident, that
the circumftances we defirc to remember, are not recalled to the
mind in immediate confequence of an exertion of volition, but
are fuggefted by fome other circumftances with which they are
connected, independently of our will, by the laws of our con=
ftitution,

Not-
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NoTWITHSTANDING, howcver, the immediate dependence of € H AL
the train of our thoughts on the laws of affociation, it muit not e
be imagined that the will poffefles no influence over it. This in-
fluence, indeed, is not exerciled direflly and immediately, as we
are apt to fuppofe, on a fuperficial view of the fubje& : butit is,
neverthelefs, very extenfive in its effe@s; and the different de-
grees in which it is poflefigd-by different individuals, conflitute
fome of the moft firiking ‘Qnequalities among men, in point of
intelleCtual capacity.

Or the powers which the mind poflcfles over the train of its
thaughts, the maft abvious is its power of fingling out any anc of
them at pleafurc ; of detaining it; and of making it a particular
object of attention. By doing fo, wc not only ftop the fucceflion
that would otherwife take place; but, in confequence of our
bringing to view the lefs obvious relations among our ideas,
we frequently divert the current of our thoughts into a new
g¢hannel. 1f, for example, when I am indolent and inac-
tive, the name of Sir Ilaac Newton accidentally occur to me,
it will perhaps fuggeft, one after another, the names of fome
other eminent mathematicians and aftronomers, or of fome of
his illuftrious cotemporaries and friends: and a number of them
may pafs in review Qefore me, without engaging my curiofity in
any confiderable degree. In a different flate of mind, the name
of Newton will lead my thoughts to the principal incidents
of his life, and the more ftriking features of his character:
gr, if my mind be ardent and vigorous, will lead my attention to
the fublime difcoveries he made; and gradually engage me in

Pp fome
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< HVA ?. fome philofophical inveltigation. To every obje&t, there are
‘-~ others which bear obvious and friking relations; and others,

alfo, whofc rclation to it does not readily occur to us, unlels
we dwell upon it for fome time, and place it before us in differ-
ent points of vicw.

BuT the principal power we poffefs over the train of our ideas,
is founded on the influence which ofir habits of thinking have
on the laws of Aflociation; an influence which is fo great,
that we may often form a pretty fhrewd judgment concerning
a man’s prevailing turn of thought, trom the tianfidons he
makes In converfation or in writing. It Is wcll known, too,
that, by mecans of habit, a particular aflociating principle may
be firengthened to fuch a degree, as to give us a conmand of
all the different ideas in our mind, which have a certain relation
to cach other; fo that when any one of the clafs occuis to us,
we have almoft a certainty that it will fuggeft the reft.  What
confidence in his own powers, muft a fpeaker poflefs, when
he rifes without premeditation, in a popular affembly, to amufe
liis audience with a lively or an humorous fpcech! Such a
confidence, it is evident, can only arife fiom a long experi-
ence of the firength of particular affociating principles.

To how great a degree this part of our conflitution may
be influenced by habit, appears from facts which are fami-
liar to every one. A man who has an ambition to become a
puniter, fcldom or never fails in the attainment of his obje ;
that is, he feldom or never fails in acquiring a power which

" other
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other men have not, of fummoning up, on a particular occafion, € HVA P

a number of words different from cach other in meaning, and
refembling each other more or lefs in found. Tam inclin~)
to think that even genuine wit is a habit acquired in a fimilar
way; and that, although fome individuals may, from natural
conftitution, be more fitted than others to acyuire this habit;
it is founded in every cafe on a peculiarly ftrong aflociation
among certain clatles of our ideas, which gives the perfon
who poffefles it, a command over thofe ideas which is denied
to ordinary men.  But there is no inflance in which the
cficd of habits of afluciation is more remarkable, than in
thofe men who poflefs a facility of rhyming. That a man
fhould be able to exprefs his thoughts perfpicuoully and ele-
gantly, under the reflraints which rhyme impofes, would ap-
pear to be incredible, if we did not know it to be fa&. Such a
power implies a wonderful command both of ideas and of ex-
preflions; and yet daily cxperience fhews, that it may be
gained with very little practice. Pope tells us with refpe& to
himfclf, that he could exprefs himfclf not only more concifely,
but more eafily, in rhyme than in profe *.

Nor is it only in thefe trifling accomplifhiments that we may
trace the influence of habits of aflociation. In every inftance
of invention, cither in the fine arts, in the mechanical arts, or

* « When habit is once gained, nothing fo eafy as practice. Cicero writcs,
¢ that Antipatcr the Sidonian could pour forth hexameters extempore; and
« that, whenever he chofe to verfify, words followed lim of courfe. We may
«¢ 4dd to Antipater, the antient rhapfodifts of the Greeks, and the modern im-
< provifatori of the Italians,” Hagrurs’s Phil. Ing. 109, 110.

n
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c HVA P. in the fciences, there is fome new idea, or fome new combina=-
‘et tibn of ideas, brought to light by the inventor. This, un=

doubtedly, may often hppen in a way which he is unable to
explain; that is, his invention may be fuggefted to him by
fome lucky thought, the origin of which he is unable to trace,
But when a man poffeffes a habitual fertility of invention in
any particular art or {cience, and can rely, with confidence, on
his inventive powers, whenever he is called upon to exert
them, he muft have acquired, by previous habits of ftudy, a
command over certain claffes of his ideas, which enables him,
at pleafure, to bring them under his review. The illuftration
of thefe fubje@s will, I flatter myfelf, throw light on fome pro-
cefles of the mind, which are not in general well underftood =
and I f{hall, accordingly, in the following Setion, offer a few
hints, with refpe@ to thofe habits of affociation which are the
foundation of wit ; of the power of rhyming ; of poetical fancy ;
and of invention in matters of fcience.
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SECTION 1V.

Hllufirations of the Doflrine flated in the preceding Setfion.

1. of Wit

ACCORDING to Locke, Wit confifts  in the aflemblage

“ of ideas; and putting thofe together with quicknefs
and variety, wherein can be found any refemblance or con-
“ gruity *” T weuld add to this definition, (rather by way of
explanation than amendment,) that Wit implies a power of call-
ing up at pleafure the ideas which it combines: and I am
inclined to believe, that the entertainment which it gives to the
hearer, is founded, in a confiderable degree, on his furprife, at
the command which the man of wit has acquired over a part of
the conftitution, which is o little fubje& to the will.

113

THAT the effe@ of wit depends partly, at leaft, on the cir-
cumftance now mentioned, appears evidently from this, that
we are more pleafed with a don moz, which occurs in con-
verfation, than with one in print; and that we never fail to
receive difguft from wit, when we fufpect it to be preme-
ditated. The pleafure, too, we receive from wit, is heightened,
when the original idea is ftarted by one perfon, and the related
idea by anothets Dr. Campbell has remarked, that, ¢ a witty
% repartee is infinitely more pleafing, than a witty attack ; and

* Effay on Humap Underftanding, book ii. chap. 11.
13 ¢ that

295
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¢ H A P ¢ that an allufion will appear excellent when thrown out ex»
M “ temppore in converfation, which would be deemed execrable

“ in print.” In all thefe cafes, the wit confidered abfolutely

is the fame.  The velations which ave difcovered between the
compared ideas are cqually new: andvyet, as foon as we fuf-
peét that the wit was premeditated, the pleafure we receive
from it is infinitely diminifhed. Inftances indeed may be men-
tioned, in which we arc pleafed with contemplating an unex-
peed relation between idcas, without any reference to the habits
of affociation in the mind of the perfon who difcovered it. A
bon mot produced at the game of crofs-pui pofes, would not fail to
create amufement ; but in fuch cafes, our pleafure feems chiefly
to arifc from the furprife we feel at fo extraordinary a coincidence
between a queftion and an anfwer coming from perfons who had
no dire® communication with each other.

I BEroRE obferved, that the pleafure we receive from wit is
increafed, when the two ideas between which the relation is dif-
covered, are fuggefted by different perfons. In the cafe of a
bon mot occurring in converfation, the reafon of this is abund~
antly obvious; becaufe, when the related ideas are fuggefted by
different perfons, we have a proof that the wit was not preme~
ditated. But evenina written compofition, we are much more
delighted when the fubjeét was furnithed to the author by ano~
ther perfon, than when he chufes the topic on which he is to dif-
play his wit. How much would the pleafure we receive from the
Key 1o the Lock be diminithed, if we fufpected ithat the author
had the key in view when he wrote that"poem ; and that he
introduced fome expreffions, in order to furnith a fubje& for

the
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the wit of the commentator? How totally would it deftroy the C B A P
pleafure we receive from a parody on a poem, if we fufpe@ed \mmmens

that both were produtions of the fame author? The truth
feems to be, that when both the related ideas are fuppefted by
the fame perfon, we havk not a very fatisfatory proof of any
thing uncommon in the intelle@ual habits of the author. We
may fufpeét that both ideas occurred to him at the fame time;
and we know that in the dulleft and moft phlegmatic minds,
fuch extraordinary affociations will fometimes take place. But
when the {ubje& of the wit is furnithed by one perfon, and the
wit {uggefted by another, we have a proof, not only that the
author’s mind abounds with fuch fingular atfociations, but that
he has his wit perfectly at command,

As an additional confirmation of thefe obfervations, we may
remark, that the more an author is limited by his fubje@, the
more we are pleafed with his wit. And, therefore, the effe&t
of wit does not arife folely from the unexpecled relations which
it prefents to the mind, but arifes, in part, from the furprife it
excites at thofe intelle®tual habits which give it birth. It is
evident, that the more the author is circumferibed in the choice
of his materials, the greater muft be the command which he
has acquired over thofe affociating principles on which wit
depends, and of confequence, according to the foregoing doc-
trine, the greater muft be the furprife and the pleafure which
his wit produces. In Addifon’s celebrated verfes to Sir God-
frey Kneller on his piQure of George the Firft, in which he
compares the paiater to Phidias, and the fubje@s of his pencil
to the Grecian Deities, the range of the Poet’s wit was necef-
farily confined within very narrow bounds; amd what princi-

Qg pally



208 ELEMENTS OF THE PHILOSOPHY

C H AP pally delights us in that performance is, the furprifing eafe and

Lt felicity with which he runs the parallel between the Englith
hiftory and the Greek mythology. .Of all the allufions which
the following paflage contains, there is not one, taken fingly,
of very, extraordinary merit; and yet the effet of the whole
is uncommonly great, from the fingular power of combinatioh,
which fo long and fo difficult an exertion difcovers.

.« Wife Phidias thus, his flull to prove,
¢« Thro’ many a god advanced to Jove,
¢« And taught the pohfh’d rocks to fhine
¢ Vith airs and lineaments divine,
<« Till Greece amaz’d and half afraid,
¢« T’ affembled Deities furvey’d.
<« Great Pan, who wont to chafe the fur,
¢ And lov’d the fpreading oak, was there;
¢ 0Old Saturn, too, with up-caft eyes,
¢« Beheld his abdicated flies ;
¢ And mighty Mars for war renown’d,
¢ In adamantine armour frown’d;
¢« By himn the childlefs Goddefs rofe,
« Minerva, ftudious to compofe
¢« Her twitted threads ; the web fhe ftrung,
« And o'er a loom of marble hung ;
« Thetis, the troubled ocean’s queen,
¢ Match’d with a mortal next was {een,
“ Reclining on a funeral urn,
¢ Her fhort-lived darling fon to mourn ;
# The laft was he, whofe thunder flew
¢ The Titan-race, a rebel crew,
¢ That from a hundred hills ally’d,

« In imgpious league their King defy’d.”
AcCCORDING
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ACCORDING to the view which I have given of the nature of C H AP
Wit, it prefuppofes not only peculiar habits of affociation, buta ey

mind ftored with a great variety of ideas: and, accordingly,
it has been remarked by Dr. Warton*, that * the chief of
« thofe who have excelled in works of wit and humour, have
* been men of extenfive learning.” He inftances Lucian, Cer-
vantes, Quevedo, Rabelais, Butler, and the members of the
Scriblerus club.

1L. Of Rhyme.

THE pleaflure we receive from rhyme, feems alfo to arife,
partly, from our furprife at the command which the Poet muft
have acquired over the train of his idcas, in order to be able to
exprefs himfelf with clegance, and the appcarance of eafc, under
the reftraint which rhyme impofes. In witty or in humorous
performances, this furprife ferves to enliven that which the wit
or the humour produces, and renders its effe@s more fenfible.
How flat do the livelieft and moft ludicrous thoughts appear
in blank verfe? And how wonderfully is the wit of Pope
heightened, by the eafy and happy rhymes in which it is
expreffed ? _

IT muft not, however, be imagined, either in the cafe of
wit or of rhyme, that the pleafure arifes folely from our furprife
at the uncommon habits of aflociation which the author difco-
vers. In the former cafe, there muft be prefented to the mind,

* Effay on the Genius and Wiitings of Porr.

Qgq 2 an
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CH AT anunexpedted analogy or relation between different ideas: and
g.—-w..a perhaps other circumftances muft concur ta render the wit per-

fe@. If the combination has no other merit than that of bring-
ing together twe ideas whick never met before, we may be
furprifed a¢ its oddity, but we do not confider it as a proof of
wit. On the contrary, the want of any analogy or relationt
between the combired ideas, leads us to f{ufped, that the one
did not fuggeft the other, in confequence of any habits of
affociation ; but that the two were brought together by
ftudy, or by mere accident. All that I affirm is, that when the
analogy or relation is pleafing in itfelf, our pleafure is heigh-
tened byaour furprife at the author’s habits of affociation when
compared with our own. In the cafe of Rhyme, too, there
is undoubtedly a certain degree of pleafure arifing from the
recurrence of the fame found. We frequently obferve chil-
dren amufe themfelves with repeating over fingle words which
rhyme together : and the lower people, who derive little plea~
fure from poetry, excepting in fo far as it affe@s the ear, are fo
pleafed with the echo of the rhymes, that when they read
verfes where it is not perfe&t, they are apt to fupply the Poet’s
defels, by violating the common rules of pronunciation., This
pleafure, however, is heightened by our admiration at the mi-~
raculous powers which the Poet muft have acquired over the
train of his ideas, and over all the various modes of expreffion
which the language affords, in order to convey inftruction and
egtertainment, without tranigreffing the eftablithed laws of
regular verfification. In fome of the lower kinds of poetry ; for
example, in acsoftics, and. in. the. lines. which are adapted to

3 botuts
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Bouts-rimés, the merit lies entirely in this command of CH A P
thought and expreflion; or in other words, in a command of (g

idess founded on extraordinary habits of affociation. Even
fome authors of a fuperior clafs, occaftonally fhew an inclinatiga
to difplay their knack at rhyming, by introducing, at the ead
of the firft line of a couplet, fome word to which the language
hardly affords a correfponding found. Swift, in his more trifling
pieces, abounds with inftances of this; and in Hudibras, when
the author ufes his double and triple rhymes, many couplets.
have no merit whatever but what arifss from difficulty of
execution,

THE pleafure we receive from rhyme in ferious compofitions,,
arifes from a combination of different circumftances which my
prefent fubject does not lead me to inveftigate particulardy *, L
am perfuaded, however, that it arifes, in part, from our fur-

In Elegiac poetry, the recurrence of the fame found, and the uniformity in:
the ftruQture of the verfification which this neceffarily occafions, are peculiarly
fuited to the ina&ivity of tht mind, and to the flow and equable fucceffion of its
ideas, when under the influence of tender or melanchely paflions; and, a¢-
cordingly, in fuch cafes, even the Latin poets, though the genius of their
language be very ill fitted for campofitions in rhyme, occafionally indulge thems
felves in fomething very nearly approaching to it.

« Memnona fi mater, mater ploravit Achillenz,,
¢« Ft tangant maguas triftia fata Deas;

¢ Flebilis indignos Elegeia folve capillos,

¢« Ah nimis ex vero nunc tibl nomen erit.™

Mang ather infances of the fame kind.: might:bs produced. from the Eiegiac
verfes of Ovid and Tibullns.

prile:
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C HVA P. prife at the Poet’s habits of affociation, which enable him to

t——~ convey his thoughts with eafe and beauty, notwithftanding the
narrow limits within which his choice of expreflion is confined.
One proof of this is, that if there appear any mark of éonﬁraint,
either in the ideas or in "the expreflion, our pleafure is propor,
tionally diminithed. The thoughts muft feem to fuggeft each
other, and the rhymes to be only an accidental circumftance.
The fame remark may be made on the meafure of the verfe.
When in its greateft perfection, it does not appear to be the
refult of labour, but to be ditated by nature, or prompted by
infpiration. In Pope’s beft veifes, the idea is exprefled with as
little inverfion of ftyle, and with as much concifenefs, pre-"
cifion, and propriety, as the author could have attained, had
he been writing profe: without any apparent exertion on his
part, the words feem fpontaneoufly to arrange themfelves in the
moft mufical numbers. :

«« While ftill a child, nor yet a fool to fame,
«.I lifp’d in numbers, for the numbers came.”

This facility of verfification, it is true, may be, and probably is,
in moft cafes, only apparent: and it is reafonable to think,
thatin the moft perfe& poetical produ@ions, not only the choice
of words, but the choice of ideas, is influenced by the rhymes.
In a profe compofition, the author holds on in a dire@ courfe,
according to the plan he has previoufly formed ; but in a poem,
the rhymes which occur to him are perpetually diverting him
to the right hand or to the left, by fuggefting ideas which do
ot naturally rife out of his fubje@®. This, I prefume, is But-

ler’s meaning in the following couplet :
“ Rhymes
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¢¢ Rhymes the rudder are of verfes
¢« With which, like fhips, they fteer their courfes.”

But although this may be the cafe in fa&, the Poet muft em-
ploy all his art to conceal it: infomuch that, if he finds him-
felf under a neceffity to introduce, on account of the rhymes,
a fuperfluous idea, or an awkward expreffion, he muft place it
in the firft line of the couplet, and not in the fecond; for the
reader, naturally prefuming that the lines were compofed in the
order in which the author arranges them, is more apt to fufpe&
the fecontd line to be accommodated to the firft, than the firft to
the fecond. And this flight artifice is, in general, fuficient to
impofe on that degree of attention with which poetry is read.
Who can doubt that, in the following lines, Pope wrote the firft
for the fake of the fecond ?

<« A wit’s a feather, and a chief a rod
« An honeft man’s the nobleft work of God.”

Were the firft of thefe lines, or a line equally unmeaning,
placed laft, the couplet would have appeared execrable to a per-
fon of the moft moderate tafte.

IT affords a firong confirmation of the foregoing obfervations,
that the Poets of fome nations have delighted in the pra@ice of
alliteration, as well as of rhyme, and have even confidered it
as an ellential circumftance in verfification. Dr. Beattie ob-
ferves, that “ fome antient Englith poems are more diftinguithed
¢ by alliteration, than by any other poetical contrivance. In
“ the works of Langland, even when no regard is had te

“ thyme,
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C H AP «rhyme, and but little to a rude fort of anapeftic meafure, it
o.._..y ¢ feems to have been a rule, that three words, at leaft,s of each

¢ line fhould begin with the fame letter.” A date suthor
informs us, that, in the Icelandic poetry, alliteration 8, confi-
dered as a circumftance no lefs effential than shyme®. He
mentions alfo feveral other reftraints, " which muft add wone
derfully to the difficulty of verfification; and.which appear to
us to be perfe@ly arbitrary and capricious. If that really be the
cafe, the whole pleafure of the reader or hearer arifes from his
{furprife at the fatility of the Poet’s compofition unden thefe
complicated reftraints ; that is, from his furprife at the command
which the Poet has acquired over his thoughts and expreflions.
In our rhymc, I acknowledge, that the cbincidence of found is
agreeable in itfelf ; and onty affirm, that the pleafure which the
ear receives from it, is heightened by the other confideration,

IIL. OF Pocticdl. Fancy.

THERE is another habit of aflogiation, which, in fome
men, is very remarkable; that which-is the foundation of

Poetical Fancy: a talent which agrees with Wit in fome cir-
LamBances, but which differs from it eflentially in others.

. % « The Teelandic poetry thmres two things; viz. words with the fame
“ jinitial letters, and words of the fame found. It was divided i into ftayzas,
¢ cach of which confifted of four coupl%ts; and cach of thefp couplets was
o agein- co&pofcd of two hemifficks, 'of whbh cibry one contained K- fyi-
« lables ; and it way not allowed 4o augment this umber, except in cafes of the
# gresle® pecefity” | Boe Van"TROWs Lesters on Iceland, p. 208.

THE
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“Tue pleafure we receive from Wit, sigrees in one particular © H AT
with the pleafure which arifes from poetical allufions; that in \—-v--‘

bath eafes we are plesfed with contemplating an analogy between
two different fubje@s.  But they differ in this, that the man of
Wit ha no other aim thar to combine analogous ideas*; whereas
no allufion can, with propricty, have a place in ferious poetry,
unlefs it either illufirate or adorn the principal fubje&. If it
has both thefe recommendations, the allufion is petfed. If it
has neither, as is often the cafe with the allufions of Cowley
and of Young, the Fancy of the Poet degenerates into Wit.

Ir thefe obfervations be well-founded, they fuggeft a rule
with refpec to poetical allufions, which has not always been
{ufficiently attended to. It frequently happens, that twe fub-
jects bear an analogy to each other in more refpedis than one ;
and where fuch can be found, they undoubtedly furnifh the
moft favourable of all occafions for the difplay of Wit. Bug, in
ferious poetry, I am inclinéll to think, that however firiking
thefe analogies mvay be 3 and although each of them might, with
propnety, be made the foundation of a feparate allufion; it is
improper, in the ‘courfe of the fame allufion, to include more
than one-of them’y as, by doing fo, an author difcovers an
affe@ation of 'Wit, or’asflefire of tracing analogies, inflead of
illuftrating or adorning the fubje& of his compofition.

I roxmepLY defined Fancy to be a power of affociating ideas
accommg to relations, of refemblance. and analogy. ‘This defi-

X fpeak herg, of pm:; and uniiked wit, and aot of wit, blended, as it is,
moft coronty, with {ome degree of humour.
Rr nition
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CHAPD nition will probably be thought too general; and to approach
.._._,...... 0o near to that given of Wit. In order to difcover the necefw

fary limitations, we fhall confider what the circumftances are,
which pleafe us in poetical allufions. As. thefe allufions are
fuggefted by Fancy, and are the moft firiking inftances in
which it difplays itfelf, the received rules of Critics with refpe@
to them, may throw fome light on the mental power which
gives them birth.

1. AN allufion pleafes, by illuftrating a fubje® comparatively
obfcure. Hence, I apprchend, it will be found, that allufions from
the intelle¢tual world to the material, are more pleafing, than
from the material world to the intelle@tual. Mafon, in his Ode
to Memory, compares the influence of that faculty over our ideas,
to the authority of a general over his troops :

¢ thou, whofe fway

« The throng’d ideal hofls obey ;

« Who bidft their ranks now vanifh, now appear,
# Flame in the van, or darken in the rear.”

Would the allufion have been equally pleafing, from a general

marthalling his {oldiers, to Memory and the fucceflion of
ideas?

Tur effed of a literal and fpiritlefs tranflation of a work of
genius, has been compared to that of the figures which we fee,
when we look at the wrong fide of a beautiful piece of tapefiry.
The allufion is ingenious and bappy; but the pleafure which

9 we
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we receive from it arifes, not merely from the analogy which it € HAPF
prefents to us, but from the illuftration which it affords of the st
author’s idea. No one, furely, in fpeaking of a piece of tapeftry,

would think of comparing the difference between its fides, to

that between an original compofition and a literal tranflation !

Cicero, and after him Mr. Locke, in illuftrating the diffi-
culty of attending to the fubjeés of our confcioufnefs, have com-
pared the Mind to the Eye, which fees every object around it,
but is invifible to itfelf. To have compared the eye, in this
refped, to the mind, would have been abfurd.

MR. Porr’s comparifor of the progrefs of youthful curiofity,
in the purfuits of [cience, to that of a traveller among the Alps,
has been much, and juftly, admired. How would the beauty of
the allufion have been diminifhed, if the Alps had furnifhed the'
original fubje&, and not the illuftration!

But although this rule holde, in general, I acknow-
ledge, that inftances may be produced, from our moft
celebrated poetical. performances, of allufions from material
obje&s, both to the intelleCtual and the moral worlds. Thefe,
however, are comparatively few in number, and are not to
be found in defcriptive or in didactic works; but in compofi-
tions written under the influence of fome particular paflion, or
which are meant to exprefs fome peculiarity in the mind of
the author. Thus, a melancholy man, who has met with
many misfortunes in life, will be apt to moralize on every phy-
fical event, and every appearance of nature; becaufe his atten-

Rra2 tion
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c HVA P. tion dwells more habitually on human life and condué, than on
\e—v——’ the material obje@s around him. This is the cafe with the

banithed Duke, in Shakefpeare’s s you lke it, who, in the
language of that Poet,

s Finds tongues in trees, books in the running brooks,
¢« Sermons in ftones, and good in every thing.”

But this is plainly a diftempered ftate of the mind; and the
allufions pleafe us, not fo much by the analogies they prefent to
us, as by the picture they give of the chara@er of the perfon
to whom they have occurred.

2. AN allufiou pleafes, by prefenting a new and beautiful image
to the mind. The analogy or the refemblance between this
image and the principal fubje®, is agreeable of itfelf, and is
indeed neceflary, to furnifh an apology for the tranfition which
the writer makes; but the pleafure is wonderfully heightened,
when the new image thus prefented is a beautiful one. The
following allufion, in one of Mr. Home’s Tragedies, appears to
me to unite almoft every excellence:

——=¢¢ Hope and fear, alternate, fway’d his breaft;
«¢ 1ike light and thade upon a waving field,
 Courfing each other, when the flying clouds

« Now hide, and now reveal, the.Sun,”

HeRg the analogy is remarkably perfe@; not only between
light and hope, and between darknefs and fear; but between
the
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the rapid fucceflion of light and fhade, and the momentary € H AP,
influences of thefe oppoﬁte emotions : and, at the fame time, o _..._._,

the new image which is prefented to us, is one of the moft
beautiful and ftriking in nature.

Tue foregoing obfervations fuggeft a reafon why the prin-
cipal ftores of Fancy are commonly fuppofed to be borrowed
from the material world. Wit has a more extenfive province,
and delights to make new combinations, whatever be the nature
of the compared ideas: but the favourite excurfions of Fancy,
are from intelleual and moral fubjeés to the appearances with
which our fenfes are converfant. The truth is, that fuch allu-
fions pleafe more than any others in poetry. According to this
limited idea of Fancy, it prefuppofes, where it is pofiefled in
an eminent degree, an extenfive obfervation of natural objes,
and a mind fulceptible of ftrong impreflions from them. It ie
thus only that a ftock of images can be acquired ; and that thefe
images will be ready to prefent themfelves, whenever any ana-
logous fubje@ occurs. And hence probably it is, that poetical
genius is almoft always united with an exquifite fenfibility to the

beauties of nature.

BeroRE leaving the fubje@ of Fancy, it may not be ime
proper to remark, that its two qualities are, livelinefs and
luxuriancy. The word lively refers to the quicknefs of the
affociation. The word rich or luxuriant to the vatiety of affo-

ciated ideas.

V. of
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IV. Of Invention in the Arts and Sciences,

TO thefe powers of Wit and Fancy, that of Invention in
the Arts and Sciences has a firiking refemblance. Like them
it implies a command over certain clafles of ideas, which, in
ordinary men, are not equally fubje& to the will: and like
them, too, it is the refult of acquired habits, and not the origi-
nal gift of nature.

Or the procefs of the mind in {cientific invention, I propofe
afterwards to treat fully, under the article of Reafoning; and I
thall therefore confine myfelf at prefent to a few detached re-
marks upon fome views of the fubjet which are fuggefted by
the foregoing inquiries

BerorEe we proceed, it may be proper to take notice of the
diftin@ion between Invention and Difcovery. The obje@ of
the former, as has been frequently remarked, is to produce
fomething which had no exiftence before ; that of the latter, to
bring to light fomething which did exift, but which was
concealed from common obfervation. Thus we fay, Otto
Guerricke invented the air-pump; Santorius invented the
thermometer ; Newton and Gregory invented the refledting
telefcope: Gallleo dilcoverad the folar fpots; and Harvey
difcovered the circulation of the blood. It appears, therefore,
that improvements in the Arts are properly called inventions ;
and that fads brought to light by means of obfervation, are
properly called difcoveries.
' AGREEABLE
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AGREEABLE to this analogy, is the ufe which we make of C H A P.
. . V.
thefe words, when we apply them to fubje@s purely intelleQual. (et

As truth is eternal and immutable, and has no dependence on our
belief or difbelief of it, a perfon who brings to light a truth
formerly unknown, is faid to make a difcovery. A perfon, on
the other hand, who contrives 2 new method of difcovering
truth, is called an inventor. Pythagoras, we fay, difcovered
the forty-feventh propofition of Euclid’s firft book; Newton
difcovered the binomial theorem : but he invented the method
of prime and ultimate ratios; and he invented the method of
fluxions.

IN general, every advancement in knowledge is confidered
as a difcovery; every contrivance by which we produce an
effe®, or accomplifh an end, is confidered as an invention.
Difcoveries in {cientce, therefore, unlefs they are made by accis
dent, imply the exercife of invention; and, accordingly, the
word invention is commonly ufed to exprefs originality of
genius in the Sciences, as well as in the Arts. It is in this
general fenfe that I employ it in the folowing obfervations.

It was before remarked, that in every inflafice of invention,
there is fome new idea, or fome new combination of ideas,
which is brought to light by the inventor ; and that, although
this may fometimes happen, in a way which he is unable to
explain, yet when a man poffefles an habitual fertility of inven-~
tion in any particular Art or Science, and can tely, with con~
fidence, on his inventive powers, whenever he is called upon
to exert them ; he siuft have acquired, by previous habits of

ftudy,
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C H AP ftudy, a command over thofe claffes of his ideas, which are
\n~—s fubfervient to the particular effort that he wifhes to make. In

what manner this command is acquired, it is not poffible, per=
haps, to explain completely ; but it appears to me to be chiefly
in the two following ways, In the firlt place, by his habits of
fpeculation, he may bave arranged his knowledge in fuch a
manner as may render it eafy for him to combine, at pleafure,
all the various ideas in his mind, which have any relation to
the fubjeét about which he is occupied: or fecondly, he may
have learned by experience, certain general rules, by means of
which, he can dire@ the train of his thoughts into thofe chan-
nels in which the ideas he is in queft of may be moft likely to
occur to him,

1. Tue former of thele obfervations, I fhall not ftop to
flluftrate particularly, at prefent; as the fame fubje@ will occur
afterwards, under the article of Memory. It is fufficient for
my purpofe, in this Chapter, toremark, that as habits of fpecu-
lation have a tendency to claflify our ideas, by leading us to refer
particular falts and particular truths to general principles; and
as it is from an approximation and comparifon of related ideas,
that new difcoveries in moft inftances refult; the knowledge of
the philofopher, even fuppofing that it is not more extenfive, is
arranged in a manner much more favourable to invention, than
in a mind unaccuftomed to fyltem.

How much invention depends on a proper combination of
the materials of our knowledge, appears from the refources
which occur to men of the loweft degree of ingenuity, when

they
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they are preffed by any alarming difficulty and danger; and C HAPM
from the unexpeed exertions made by very ordinary charace v

ters, when called to fituations which roufe their latent powers.
In fuch cafes, [ take for granted, that neceflity operates in pro-
ducing invention, chiefly by concentrating the attention of the
mind to one fet of ideas; by leading us to view thefe in every
light, and to combine them varioufly with each other. As the
fame idea may be conneted with an infinite variety of others
by different relations ; it may, according to circumftances, at
one time, fuggeft one of thefe ideas, and, at another time, a
different one. 'When we dwell long on the fame idea, we ob-
tain all the others to which it is any way related, and thus are
furnithed with materials on which our powers of judgment and
reafoning may be employed. The effe of the divifion of
labour, in multiplying mechanical contrivances, is to be ex-
plained partly on the fame principle. It limits the attention to
a particular {ubje@, and familiarifes to the mind all the poflible
combinations of ideas which have any relation to it,

Tuese obfervations fuggeft a remarkable difference between
Tnvention and Wit. The former depends, in moft inftances, on a
combination of thofe ideas, which are conneéted by the lefs ob-
vious principles of aflociation ; and it may be called forth in almoft
any mind by the preflure of external circumftances. The ideas
which muft be combined, in order to produce the latter, arc
chiefly fuch as are affuciated by thofe flighter connexions which
take place when the mind is carele(s and difengaged. “ If you
“ have real wit,” fays Lord Chefterficld,” ¢ jt will flow fpon-
4 taneoufly, and you need not aim at it; for in that cafe, the

Sf “ rule
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cHA P. ¢« pule of the gofpel is reverfed; and it will prove, feek and
et “ you fhall not find.” Agreeably to this obfervation, wit is pro-

moted by a certain degree of intoxication, which prevents the
exercife of that attention, which is neceflary for invention in
matters of Science. Ience too it is, that thofe who have the
reputation of Wits, are commonly men confideat in their own
powers, who allow the train of their ideas to follow, in a great
meafure, its natural ccurfe; and hazard, in company, every
thing, good or bad, that occurs to them. Men of modefty and
tafte feldom attempt wit in a promifcuous fociety; or if they
are forced to make fuch' an exertion, they are feldom fuccefsful.
Such men, however, in the circle of their friends, to whom
they can unbofom themfelves without referve, are frequently
the moft amufing and the moft interefling of companions; as

.the vivacity of their wit is tempered by a corre@ judgment, and

‘refiied manners; and as its effect is heightened by that fenfibi-
lity and delicacy, with which we fo rarely find it accompanied
in the common intercourfe of life.

WHEN a man of wit makes an exertion to diftinguith him-
felf, his fallies are commonly too far fetched to pleafe. He
brings his mind into a ftate approaching to that of the inventor,
and becomes rather ingenious than witty. This is often the
cafe with the writers whom Johnfon diftinguithes by the name
of the Metaphyfical Poets.

THose powers of invention, which neceflity occafionally
calls forth in uncultivated minds, fome individuals poffefs habi-
tually. The related ideas which, in the cafe of the former, are

brought
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brought together by the flow efforts of attention and recollec- € H AP,
tion, prefent themfelves to the latter, in confequence of a more g_.._,,.._;

fyftematical arrangement of their knowledge. The inftantane-
oufnefs with which fuch remote combinations are effected, fome-
times appears fo wonderful, that we are apt to aferibe it to
fomething like infpiration; but it muft be remembered, that
when any fubje@ ftrongly and habitually occupics the thoughts,
it gives us an intereft in the obfervation of the moft trivial cir-
cumftance which we fulpe& to have any relation to it, however
diftant; and by thus rendering the common objeéts and occur~
rences which the accidents of life prefent to us, fubfervient to
one particular employment of the intelle¢tual powers, eflablithes
in the memory a connetion between our favourite purfuit, and
all the materials with which experience and reflexion have fup-
plied us for the farther profecution of it.

II. T oBSERVED, in the fecond place, that invention may be
facilitated by general rules, which enable the inventor to dire&
the train of his thoughts into particular channels, Thefe rules
(to afcertain which, ought to be one principal obje& of the lo-
gician) will afterwards fall under my confideration, when I
come to examine thofe intelle@ual procefles which are fubfer~
vient to the difcovery of truth. At prefent, I fhall confine
myfelf to a few general remarks ; in ftating which, I have no
other aim than to thew, to how great a degree invention de-
pends on cultivation and habit, even in thofe fciences in which
it is generally fuppofed, that every thing depends on natural
genius,

Sfa wurx
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WHEN we confider the geometrical difcoveries of the an-
tients, in the form in which they are cxhibited in the greater
part of the works which have furvived to our times, it is fel-
dom peflible for us to trace the fleps by which they were led to
their conclufions: and, indeed, the obje&ts of this fcience are fo
unlike thofe of all others, that it is not unnatural for a perfon
when he enters on the ftudy, to be dazzled by its novelty, and
to form an exaggerated conception of the genius of thofe men
who firft brought to light fuch a varicty of truths, fo profound
and fo remote from the ordinary courfe of our {peculations.
We find, however, that even at the time when the antient
analyfis was unknown to the moderns; fuch mathematicians as
had attended to the progrefs of the mind in the difcovery of
truth, concluded a priori, that the difcoveries of the Greek
geometers did not, at firft, occur to them in the order in which
they are fated in their writings, The prevailing opinion was,
that they had been pofleffed of fome fecret method of invefti-
gation, which they carefully concealed from the world; and
that they publifhed the refult of their labours in fuch a form, as
they thought would be moft likely to excite the admiration of
their readers. “ O quam bene foret,” fays Petrus Nowius,
“ fi qui in {cientiis mathematicis feripferint authores, feripta
reliquiffent inventa fua eadem methodo, et per eofdem dif-
curfus, quibus ipfi in ea primum inciderunt; et non, ut in
mechanica loquitur Ariftoteles de artificibus, qui nobis foris
oftendunt {uas quas fecerint machinas, fed artificium abfcon-
dunt, ut magis appareant admirabiles. Eft utique inventio
in arte qualibet diverfa multum a traditione: neque putan-
dum eft plurimas Euclidis et Archimedis propofitiones fuifle

“ ab

“

“®
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(23
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“ ab illis ea via inventas qua nobis illii pfas tradiderunt®” C H A P.
The revival of the antient analyfis, by fome late mathematicians e

in this country, has, in part, juftibed thefe remarks, by thew-
ing to how great a degree the inventive powers of the Greek
geometers were aided by that method of inveftigation ; and by
exhibiting fome flriking {pccimens of addrefs in the pradical
application of it.

Tue {olation of problems, indeed, it may be faid, is but one
mode in which mathematical invention may be difplayed. The
difcovery of new truths is what we chiefly admire in an original
genius; and the method of analyfis gives us no fatisfaction with
relpe& to the procefs by which they are obtained.

To remove this difficulty completely, by explaining all the
various ways in which new theorems may be brought to light,
would lead to inquiries foreign to this work. In order, how-
ever, to render the procefs of the mind, on fuch occafions, 2 little
lefs myftericus than it is commonly fuppofed to be; it may be
proper to remark, that the moft copious fource of difcoveries
is the inveftigation of problems; which feldom fails (even al-
though we fhould riot fucceed in the attainment of the obje&t
which we have in view) to exhibit to us fome relations
formerly unobferved among the quantities which are under
confideration. Of fo great importance is it to concentrate
the attention to a particular fubje®, and to check that

* Sce fome other paflages to the fame purpole, quoted from different writers,
by Dr. Simfon, in the preface to his Reftoration of the Loci Plani of Appollo-
nivs Pergrus, Glalg. 1749

wandering
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¢ HVA P. wandering and diffipated habit of thought, which, in the

‘o cafe of moft perfons, renders their fpeculations barren of any
profit either to themfelves or to others. Many theorems, too,
have heen fuggefted by analogy; many have been inveftigated
from truths formerly known by altering or by generalifing the
hypothefis; and many have been obtained by a fpecies of in-
du&ion. An illuftration of thefe various procefles of the mind
would not only lead to new and curious remarks, but would
contribute to diminifh that blind admiration of original genius,
which is one of the chief obftacles to the improvement of
fcience.

Tue hiftory of natural philofophy, before and after the time
of Lord Bacon, affords another very ftriking proof, how much
the powers of invention and difcovery may be affifted by the
ftudy of method: and in all the fciences, without exception,
whoever employs his genius with a regular and habitual fuc-
cefs, plainly fhews, that it is by means of general rules that his
inquiries are conducted. Of thefe rules, there may be many
which the inventor ncver flated to himfelf in words ; and, per-
haps, he may even be unconfcious of the afliftance which he
derives from them; but their influence on his genius appears
unqueftionably from the uniformity with which it proceeds;
and in proportion as they can be afcertained by his own {pecu-
lations, or collected by the logician from an examination of his
refearches, fimilar powers of invention will be placed within the
reach of other men, who apply themfelves to the fame ftudy.

Tug following remarks, which a truly philofophical artift
has applied to painting, may be extended, with fome trifling
1t ‘ alterations,
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alterations, to all the different employments of our intelle&tual € HVA e,
powers. W

“ Wuat we now call genius, begins, not where rules,
« abftraltedly taken, end; but where known, vulgar, and
“ trite rules have no longer any place. It muft of neceflity be,
“ that works of genius, as well as every other effed, as it
“ muft have its caufe, muft likewife have its rules; it cannot
“ be by chance, that excellencies are produced with any con-
 ftancy, or any certainty, for this is not the nature of chance ;
 but the rules by which men of extraordinary parts, and fuch
“ as are called men of genius, work, are either fuch as they
“ difcover by their own peculiar obfervation, or of fuch a nice
 texture as not eafily to admit handling or expreffing in
“ words.

“ UNSUBSTANTIAL, however, as thefe rules may feem,
* and difficult as it may be to convey them in writing, they
“ are ftill feen and felt in the mind of the artift; and he
% works from them with as much certainty, as if they were
* embodied, as I may fay, upon paper. It is true, thefe re-
“ fined principles cannot be always made palpable, like the
“ more grofs rules of Art; yet it does not follow, but that the
“ mind may be put in fuch a train, that it fhall perceive, by a
“ kind of {cientific fenfe, that propriety, which words can but
% very feebly fuggeft *.””

Difcourfes by Sir Jofhua Reynolds.
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SECTION V.

Lpplication of the Principles flated in the foregoing Sections of
this Chapter, to explain the Phenomena of Dreaming.

I'TH refpe&t to the Phenomena of Dreaming, three dif-

“ferent queftions may be propofed. Yirft; What is the
ftate of the mizd in fleep? or, in other words, what faculties
then continue to operatc, and what faculties are then {ufpended ?
Secondly ; how far do our dreams appear to be influenced by
our bodily fenfations ; and in what refpe@s do they vary, ac-
cording to the different conditions of the body in health, and in
ficknefs? Thirdly; what is the change which fleep produces on
thofe parts of the dody, with which our mental operations are
more immediately connefted ; and how does this change ope-
rate, in diverfifying, fo remarkably, the phenomena which our
minds then exhibit, from thofe of which we are confcious in
our waking hours ? Of thele three queftions, the firft belongs to
the Philofophy of the Human Mind ; and it is to this queftion
that the following inquiry is almoft entirely confined. The
fecond is more particularly interefting to the medical inquirer,
and does not properly fall under the plan of this work. The
third feems to me to relate to a fubjelt, which is placed beyond
the reach of the human faculties.

Ir



OF THE HUMAN MIND. 21

It will be granted, that, if we could afcertain tlic ftate of the € HVA P,
mind in fleep, fo as to be able to refolve the various phenomena  \amm -~
of dreaming into a fmaller number of more general principles ;
and fill more, if we could refolve them into one general fatt ;
we fhould be advanced a very important ftep in our inquiries
upon this fubjet; even although we fhould hind ir impoflible
to fhew, in what manner this change in the flate of the mind
refults from the change which fleep produces in the flate of the
body. Such a ftep would at leaft gratify, to a certain extent,
that difpofition of our nature which prompts us to afcend from
particular facls to general laws; and which is the foundation of
all our philofophical refearches: and, in the prefent inftance, I
am inclined to think, that it carrics us as far as our imperfect
facultics enable us to procced.

In conduting this inquiry with refpect to the ftate of the
mind in {leep, it {cems reafenable to exped, that fome light may
be obtained, from an examination of the circumftances which
accelerate or retard its approach; for when we are difpofed to
reft, it is natural to imagine, that the ftatc of the mind ap-
proaches to its ftate in fleep, more ncarly, than when we feel
ourfelves alive and aQive, and capable of applying all our va-
rious faculties to their proper purpofes.

In general, it may be remarked, that the approach of {leep
is accelerated by every circumftance which diminifhes or ful-
pends the exercife of the mental powers; and is retarded Dby
every thing which has a contrary tendency. When we with
for fleep, we naturally endeavour to withhold, as much as pof-

Tt fible,
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cCH A P. fible, all the a@ive excrtions of the mind, by difengaging our
-.__,,——o attention from every interefting {ubje& of thought. When we

are difpofed to keep awake, we naturally fix our attention en
fome fubje@ which is calculated to afford employment to our
intelleCtual powers, or to roufe and exercife the allive principles
of our nature.

It is well known, that there is a particular clafs of founds
which compofe us to fleep. The hum of bees; the murmur
of a fountain ; the reading of an uninterefting difcourfe; have
this tendency in a remarkable degree. 1f we examine this clafs
of founds, we thall find that it confifts wholly of fuch as are
fitted to withdraw the attention of the-mind from its own
thoughts ; and are, at the fame time, not fufficiently interefting,
to engage its attention to themfelves.

IT is alfo matter of common obfervation, that children and
perfons of little reflexion, who are chiefly occupied about fen-
fible objects, and whofe mental activity is, in a great meafure,
fufpended, as foon as their perceptive powers are unemployed ;
find it extremely difficult to continue awake, when they are
deprived of their ufual engagements, The fame thing has
been remarked of favages, whofe time, like that of the lower
animals, is almoft completely divided between fleep and their
bodily exertions *.

From

® « The exiftence of the Negro flaves in America, appears to participate
« more of fenfation than refieCtion, * To this muft be afcribed, their difpofition

“
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FroM a confideration of thefe fadls, it feems reafonable to € HVA P.

conclude, that in fleep thofe operations of the mind are fuf-
pended, which depend on our volition; for if it be certain,
that before we fall afleep, we muft with-hold, as much as we
are able, the exercife of all our different powers; it is fearcely
to be imagined, that, as foon as fleep commences, thefe powers
thould again begin to be exerted. The more probable conclu-
fion is, that when we are defirous to procure fleep, we bring
both mind and body, as nearly as we can, into that flate in
which they are to continue after fleep commences. The differ-
ence, therefore, between the flate of the mind when we are
inviting fleep, and when we are actually afleep, is this; thatin
the former cafe, although its active exertions be fufpended, we
can renew them, if we pleafe. In the other cafe, the will lofes
its influence over all our powers both of mind and body; in
confequence of fome phyfical alteration in the fyflem, which
we {hall never, probably, be able to explain.

In order to illuftrate this conclufion a little farther, it may be
proper to remark, that if the fufpenfion of our voluntary opera-
tions in fleep be admitted as a fat, there are only two fuppo-
fitions which can be formed concerning its caufe. The one is,
that the power of volition is fufpended ; the other, that the will
lofes its influence over thofe faculties of the mind, and thole
members of the body, which, during our waking hours, are

« to flcep when abftralted from their diverfions, and unemployed in their la-
¢ bour. An animal whofe body is at reft, and who docs not refleét, muft be
« difpofed tb fleep of courfe.”  Nates on Virginia, by Mr. JLFFERSON, P. 255.

Tt 2 fubjeted

i psocned
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€ H 47T fubjeited to its authority. If it can be thewn, then, that the
e~ former fuppofition is not agreeable to fa@, the truth of the lat-
ter feems to follow as a neceflary confequence.

1. TiaT the power of volition is not fufpended during fleep,
appears from the efforts which we are conlcious of making
while in that fituation. We dream, for example, that we are
in danger; and we attempt to call out for affiftance. The
attempt, indeed, is, in general, unfuccefsful; and the
founds which we emit, are feeble and inditiné: but this
only confirms, or, rather, is a neceflary confequence of the
fuppofition, that, in fleep,.the connexion between the will and
our voluntary operations, is difturbed, or interrupted. The
continuance of the power of volition is demonftrated by the
effort, however ineffe@tual.

Ix like manner, in the courfe of an alarming dream, we are
fometimes confcious of making an exertion to fave ourfelves, by
flight, from an apprehended danger; but in fpite of all our
efforts, we continue in bed. In fuch cafes, we commonly
dream, that we are attempting to efcape, and are prevented by
fome external obftacle ; but the fat feems to be, that the body
is, at that time, not fubje@ to the will. In the difturbed reft
which we fometimes have when the body is indifpofed, the
mind appears to retain fome power over it; but as, even in
thefe cafes, the motions which are made, confift rather of a ge-
neral agitation of the whole {yftem, than of the regular exertion
of a particular member of it, with a view to produce a certain
effe@; it is reafonable to conclude, that, in perfe@ly found

fleep,
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fleep, the mind, although it retains the power of volition, € HV AL

retains no influence whatever over the bodily orgauns.

2. Tur fame conclufion is confirmed by a different view of
the fubje. It is probable, as was already obferved, that when
we are anxious to procure {lcep, the flate into which we natu-
rally bring the mind, approaches to its flate after fleep com-
mences. Now it is manife(t, that the means which naturc
dire@s us to employ on fuch occafions, is not to fufpend the
power of wvolition, but to fufpend the exertion of thofe powers
whofe excreife depends on volition, If it were neceflury that
volition fhould be fufpended before we fall afleep, it would
be impoffible for us, by our own efforts, to haflen the moment
of reft. The very fuppofition of fuch efforts is abfurd ; for it
implies a continued will to {ufpend the alls of the will,

AccorDING to the foregoing dotrine with refpeét to the
ftate of the mind in fleep, the effect which is produced on our
mental operations, is firikingly analogous to that which is pro-
duced on our bodily powers, From the oblervations which have
been already made, it is manifeft, that in fleep, the body is, in
a very inconfiderable degree, if at all, fubject to our command.
The vital and involuntary motions, howcver, fuffer no inter-
ruption, but go on a8 when we are awake, in confequence of
the operation of fome caufe utknown to us. In like manner,
it would appear, that thofe operations of the mind which de-
pend on our volition are fufpended ; while certain other opera-
tions are, at leaft occafionally, carried on. This analogy natu-
rally fuggefts the idea, that a// our mental operations, which are

4 independent

e ot
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C H_A P. independent of our will, may continue during fleep; and that
‘~—— the phenomena of dreaming may, perhaps, be produced by

thefe, diverfified in their apparent effe&s, in confequence of the
fufpenfion of our voluntary powers.

Iy the appearances which the mind exhibits during fleep,
are found to be explicable on this general principle, it will
poflefs all the evidence which the nature of the fubjed ad-
mits of.

It was formerly fhewn, that the train of thought in the mind
does not depend immediately on our will, but is regulated by
certain general laws of affociation. At the fame time, it ap~
peared, that among the various fubjets which thus fpontane~
oufly prefent themfelves to our notice, we have the power of
fingling out any one that we chufe to confider, and of making
it a particular obje@ of attention; and that by doing fo, we
not only can ftop the train that would otherwife have fucceeded,
but frequently can divert the current of our thoughts into a new
channel. It alfo appeared, that we have a power (which may
be much improved by exercife) of recalling paft occurrences to
the memory, by a voluntary effort of recollection.

THuE indireét influence which the mind thus poflefies over the
train of its thoughts is fo great, that during the whole time we
are awake, excepting in thofe cafes in which we fall into what
is called a reverie, and fuffer our thoughts to follow their natu~
ral courfe, the order of their fucceffion is always regulated
more-or lefs by the will. The will, indeed, in regulating the

train
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train of thought, can operate only (as I already fhewed) by avail- € HAPD
ing itfelf of the eflablithed laws of affociation; but ftill it has oy

the power of rendering this train very different from what
it would have been, if thefe laws had taken place without its
interference.

From thefe principles, combined with the general fadt which
I have endeavoured to eftablith, with refpe@ to the fate of the
mind in fleepy two obvious confequences follow: Firft, That
when we are in this fituation, the fucceffion of our thoughts, in
{o far as it depends on the laws of affociation, may be carried
on by the operation of the fame unknown caufes by which it
it produced while we ate awake; and, Secondly, that the crdex
of our thoughts, in thefe two ftates of the mind, muft be very
different; inafmuch as, in the one, it depends fulely on the
laws of aflociation ; and in the other, on thefe laws combined
with our own voluntary exertions.

IN order to afcerfain how far thefe conclufions are agreeable
to truth, it is neceffary to compare them with the known phe-
nomena of dreaming. For which purpofe, I fhall endeavour to
fhew, Firft, That the fucceflion of our thoughts in fleep, is regu-
lated by the fame general laws of affociation, to which it is fub-
jected while we are awake ; and Secondly, That the circumftances
which difcriminate dreaming from our waking thoughts, are fuch

as muft neceffarily arife from the fufpenfion of the influence of
the will,

L TaaAT the fucceflion of our thoughts in fleep, is regulated
by the fame general laws of aflociation, which influence the
9 mind
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€ H AT mind while we are awake, appears from the following gon-
‘oo Tiderations,

1. Our dreams are frequently fuggefted to us by bodily
fenfations: and with thefe, it is well known, from what we
experience while awake, that particular ideas are frequently
very firongly aflociated. 1 have been told by a friend, that,
having occafion, in confequence of an indipofition, to ap-
ply a bottle of hot water to his fect when he wemt to bed, he
dreamed that he was making a journey to the top of Mount
KEtna, and that he found the heat of the ground almoft infup-
portable. Another perfon] having a blifter applied to his head,
dreamed that he was fcalped by a party of Indians. I believe
every one who is in the habit of dreaming, will recolle@ in-
ftances, in his own cafe, of a fimilar nature.

2. OuR dreams are influenced by the prevailing temper of the
mind ; and vary, in their complexion, according as our habi-
tual difpofition, at the time, inclines us to cheerfulnefs or to
melancholy. Not that this obfervation holds without excep-
tion; but it holds fo generally, as muft convince us, that the
flate of our fpirits has fome effeét on our dreams, as well as
on our waking thoughts. Indeed, in the latter cafe, no lefs
than in the former, this effe@ may be counteraed, or fmodi-
fied, by various other circumftances.

ArTER having made a narrow efcape from any glarming
danger, we are apt tp awake,. in the courfe of our ﬂecp, with
fudden, ,ﬁmmgs, imagining that we are drowmng, or on tb?

brisk
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brink of a precipice. A fevere misfortune, which has affetted ¢ HVA P.
the mind deeply, influences our dreams in a fimilar way; and s

fuggefds to us a variety of adventures, analogous, in fome mea-
{irre, to that event from which our diftrefs arifes. Such, ac-
cording to Virgil, were the dreams of the forfaken Dido.

€ amemne Agit ipfe furentetn,
«¢ In fornis ferus Zneas; femperque relinqui,
# Sola#ibi; femper longam incomitata videtur,
¢« Ire viam, et Tyrios defertd queerere terrd.”

3. OuR dreams are influenced by our prevailing habits of
aflociation while awake.

Ixn a former part of this work, Iconfidered the extent of that
power which the mind may acquire over the train of its
thoughts; and I obferved, that thofe intelle@ual diverfities among
men, which we commonly refer to peculiarities of genius, are,
at leaft in a great meafure, refolvable into differences in their
habits of aflociation. One man poffefles a rich and beautiful
fancy, which is at all times obedient to his will. Another
poflefles a quicknefs of recolle@tion, which enables him, at a
moment’s warning, to bring together all the refults of his paft
experience, and of his paft refleQions, which can be of ufe for
illuftrating any propofed fubje@. A third can, without effort,
colle@ his attention to the moft abftra@ queftions in philofo-
phy; can perceive, at a glance, the fhorteft and the moft effec-
tual procefs for arriving at the truth; and can banith from his
Mmind CVEry extraneotis idea, which fancy or cafual affociation
may faggelt, to diftrad his thoughts, or to miflead his judgment.

Uu A fourth
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CHAP A fourth unites all thefe powers in ‘a capacity of perceiving
&-v-_a truth with an almoft intuitive rapldity, and in an eloquence

which enables him to command, at pleafire, whatever his me-
mory and his fancy can fupply, to iluftrate and to adorn it
The occafional exercife which fuch men make of their powers,
may undoubtedly be faid, in one fenfe, to be unpremeditated
or unftudied; but they all indicate previous kabits of medita-
tion or ftudy, as unqueftionably, as the dextarity of the ex-
pert accountant, or the rapid execution of the profeflional
mufician.

FroMm what has been f{aid, it is evident, that a train of
thought which, in one man, would require a painful effort of
ftudy, may, in another, be almoft fpontaneous: nor is it to be
doubted, that the veveries of ftadious men, even when they
allow, as much as they can, their thoughts to follow their own
courfe, are more or lefs conne@ed together by thofe principles
of aflociation, which their favourite purfuits tend more particn.
larly 10 firengthen.

Tuz influence of the fame habits may be traced diftin&ly in
fleep. There are probably few mathematicians, who havé nbt
dreamed of an interefting problem, and who have mot even
fancied that they were profecuting the invefligation of # wich
much fuccels. They whofe ambition leads them to the Rudy of
cloquence, are frequemly ‘confcions, during fSeep, of a rencwal
of their daily ocedpations; snd fomedmes fed themfchves
poliefled of a fluency of fpeech, which they never experiencel§
before. The Poet, in his dreaws, is tranfported ime Elyfiom,

and
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and lesves the yulgar and unfatisfaltory enjoyments of huma- C H AP
nity, th dwell in thofe regions of enchantment and rapture, '......,......p
which have been created by the divine imaginations of Virgil

and of Taflo.

« And hither Morpheus fent his kindeft dreams,
« Raifing a world of gayer tinét and grace ;
¢« O’er which were thadowy caft Elyfian gleams,
¢« That play’d, in waving lights, from place to place,
«« And fhed a rofeate fmile on Nature’s face.
« Not Titian's pencil ¢’er could fo array,
¢« So fleece with clouds the pure etherial fpace;
« Ne could it ¢’er fuch mehing forms difplay,
¢ As loofe on flowery beds all languifhingly lay.

« No, fair illufions! artful phantoms, no!

« My mufe will not attempt your fairy land :

¢« She has no colours, that like your’s can glow;

« To catch your vivid fcenes, too grofs her hand *.”

As a farther proof that the fucceflion of our thoughts in
dreaming, is influenced by our prevailing habits of aflociation ;
it may be remarked, that the fcenes and occurrences which
molt frequently prefent themfelves to the mind while we are
afleep, are the fcenes and occurrences of childhood and early
youth. The facility of affociation is then much greater than in
more advanced years; and although, during the day, the me-
mory of-‘the events thus affociated, may be banithed by the
chjefts and pur{uits which prefs upon our fenfes, it retains a

Caftle of Indolence.
Uu 2 more
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C H A P. morepermanent hold of the mind than any of our fublequent as.
u—w qliﬁ%iom ; and, like the knowledge which we poflefs of our mother

tongue, is, as it were, interwoven aad incorporated with all its moft
effential habits. Accordingly, in old men, whofe thoughts are, in
a great meafure, difengaged from the world, the tranfaCtions of
their middle age, which once feemed fo important, are often
obliterated ; while the mind dwells, as in a dream, on the fports
and the companions of their infancy.

I suaLL only obferve farther, on this head, that in our
dreams, as well as when awake, we occafionally make ufe of
words as an infirument of thought. Such dreams, however,
do not affe& the mind with fuch emotions of pleafure and of
pain, as thofe in which the imagination is occupied with parti-
cular objects of fenfe. The effe of philofophical ftudies, in
habituating the mind to the almoft conftant employment of this
ioftrument, and of confequence, its effe@ in weakening the
imagination, was formerly remarked. If I am not miftaken,
the influence of thefe circumftances may alfo be traced in the
hiftory of our dreams; which, in youth, commonly involve,
in & much greater degree, the exercife of imagination; and
affe@ the mind with much more powerful emotions, than when
we begin to employ our maturer faculties in more general and
abftra@ {peculations.

From thefe different obfervations, we are authorifed to
conclude, that the fame laws of affociation which regulate the
train of our thoughts while we are awake, continue to operate .,
duriag fleep. 1 now proceed to confider, how fr the cir-

cumftances
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cumfltances which difcriminate. dreaming from our waking C H A P,
thoughts, correfpond with thofe which. might be expelted to \.,..........a

refult from-the {ufpeafion of the influence of the will.

1. IF the influence of the will be fufpended during fleep, all
our voluntary operations, fuch as recollection, rcafomng, 8.
muft alfo be fufpended.

THAT this really is the cafe, the extravagance and incon-
fikency of our dreams are fufficient proofs. We frequently
confound together times and places the moft remote from each
other ; and, in the courfe of the fame dream, conceive the fame
perfon as exifting in different parts of the world. - Sometimes
we imagine ourfelves converfing with a dead friend, without

remembering the circumftance of his death, although, perhaps,

it happened but a few days before, and affeted us deeply. All
this proves clearly, that the fubje@s which then occupy our
thoughts, are fuch as prefent themfelves to the mioad [pon-
taneoufly ; and that we have no power of employing our rea-
fon in comparing together the different parts of aur dreams; or
even of exerting an a& of recollection, in order to afcertain how
far they are confiftent and poflible.

Tur procefles of reafoning, in which we fometimes fancy
ourfelves to be engaged during fleep, furnith no exception to
the foregoing obfervation ; for although every fuch procefs, the
firk time we form.it, implies volition; and, in particular, im-
plies a-xecolledtion of the premifes, till we arrive at the conclu-
fion ; yet when a number of truths have been often prelented

to
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c H A P. to ue.as neoeflarily conneed with each ¢ther, this fexies may

M afterwards pafs through the mind, according to the laws of
affociation, without any more aQivity on our part, than in thafe
trains of thought which are the moft loofe and incoherent.
Nor is this mere theory. 1 may venture to appeal to the con-
fcioufnefs of every man accuftomed to dream, whether his rea-
fonings during {leep do not feem to be carried on without any
exertion of his will; and with a degree of facility, of which he
was never confcious while awake. Mr. Addifon, in one of his
SpeQators, has made this obfervation; and his teftimony, in
the prefent inflance, is of the greater weight, that he had no
particular theory on the fubje& to fupport. * There is not,”
{fays he,} * a more painful aiion of the mind than iavedtion,
%%yet in dreams, it works with that eafe and adlivity, that we
¢ are not fenfibie when the faculty is employed. For inftance,
“ T believe every one, fome time or other, dreams that he is
“ reading papers, books, or letters; in which cafe the inven-
“ tion prompts fo readily, that the mind is impofed on, and
“ miftakes its own fuggeftions for the compofition of ano-
“ ther *.”

2. Ir the influence of the will during fleep be fufpended,
the mind will remain as paffive, while its thoughts change
from one fubjet to another, as it does duting our waking
hours, while different perceptible objects are prefented to our
fehfes.

O this paflive ftate of the mind in our dresms, it is unnecefs
fary to multiply proofs; as it has always been confidered as ane

No, 487, .
O
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of the moft extraordinary circumftances with which they are € H AR
accompanied. If our dreams, as well as our waking thoughts, W

wete {ubje@ to the will, is it not natural to conclude, that, in
the one cafe, as well as in the other, we would endeavour to
banith, as much as we could, every idea which had a tendency
to difturb us; and detain thofe only which we found to be
agreeable? So far, however, is this power over our thoughts
from being exercifed, that we are frequently opprefled, in fpite
of all our efforts to the contrary, with dreams which affe@ us
with the moft painful emotions. And, indeed, it is matter of
vulgar remark, that our dreams are, in every cafe, involuntary
on our part; and that they appear to be obtruded on us by
fome external caufe. This falt appeared fo unaccountable to
the late Mr. Baxter, that it gave rife to his very whimfical
theory, in which he afcribes dreams to the immediate influence
of feparate {pirits on the mind.

3. 1¥ the influence of the will be fufpended during fleep, the
conceptions which we then form of fenfible objects, will be at«
tended with a belief of their real exiftence, as much as the
perception of the fame objects is while we are awake.

IN treating of the power .of Conception, I formerly ob-
ferved, that our belief of the feparate and independent exifi-
ence of the obje@s of our perceptions, is the refult of ex-
perience ; which tcaches us that thefe perceptions do not
depend ot our will. 1f I open my eyes, 1 cannot prevent my-
fof from feeing the profpe& before me. The cafe js different
with refpe& to our conceptions. 'While they occupy the mind,

to



336

ELEMENTS OR THE P\Hﬂ.WPHY

CH AP tothe exclufion of every thing elie, I endeavoured tofhew,
‘v~ that they are always accompanied with belief; but as we-cem

banifth them from the mind, during our waking hours, at pleas
fure ; and as the momentary belief which they produce, is conti~
nually checked by the furrounding objecs of our perceptions, we
learn to confider them as fitions of our own creation; and,
excepting in fome accidental cafes, pay no regard to them in
the condu& of life. If the do&sine, however, formerly ftated
with re(pe to conception be juft, and if, at the fame time, it
be allowed, that fleep (ufpends the influence of the will over the
train of our thoughts, we fhould naturally be'led to exped,
that the fame belief which accompanies perceptign while we
ate awake, fhould accompany the conceptions which occur
to us in our dreams. It is fcarcely neceffary for me to se-
mark, how ftrikingly this conclufion coincides with acknow-
ledged fadls.

May it not be confidered as fome confirmation of the fore-
going do&rine, that when opium fails in producing complete
fleep, it commonly produces one of the effeis of fleep, by fuf
pending the activity of the mind, and throwing it into a reverie;
and that while we are in this flate, our conceptions frequently
affe® us nearly io the fame magner, as if the phje@s conceived
were prefent to our fenfes™?

AvoTuERr circumflance wigh refpe@.to emr couceptions
during fleep, deferves our notice. As she fubjeds which wy

Bee the Baron de Tort's "Account of the Opium-takers at ‘Conftanti-
nogle.
then
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then think upon, occupy the mind exclufively; and as theat= C H A P.
. . . V.

teation is not diverted by the objes of our external fenfes, our ey
conceptions muft be proportionably lively and fteady. Every
perfon knows how faint the conception is which we form of

any thing, with our eyes open, in comparifon of what we can

form with our eyes fhut: and that, in proportion as we can
fufpend the exercife of all our other {enfes, the livelinefs of our
conception increafes. To this caufe is to be afcribed, in part,

‘the effect which the dread of fpirits in the dark, has on fome
perfons, who ate fully convinced'in fpeculation, that their appre-
henfions are gréundles ; and to this alfo is owing, the effe&t of

any accidental perception in giving them a momentary relief

from their terrors. Hence the remedy which nature points out

to us, when we find ourfelves overpowered by imagination. 1If

every thing around us be filent, we endeavour to create a

noife, by fpeaking aloud, or beating with our feet; that is,

we ftrive to divert the attention from the fubje&s of our ima-
gination, by prefenting an obje& to our powers of perception.

The conclufion which I draw from thefe obfervations is, that,

as there is no ftate of the body in which our perceptive powers

are fo totally unemployed as in fleep, it is natural to think; that

the objefts which we conceive or imagine, muft then make an
impreffion on the mind, beyond comparifon greater, than any

thing of which we can have experience while awake.

Tug phenomena which we have hitherto explained, take
place when fleep fcems to be nearly complete ; that is, when
the mind Jofes its influence over a¥ thofe powers whofe exer-
cife depends on its will. There are, however, many cafes in

X x which
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€ H A P. which fleep feems to be partial; that is, when the mind lofes
‘e its influence over fome powers, and retains it over others. ‘Tw

the cafe of the fumnambuli, it retains its power over the limbs,
but it poflefles no influence over its own thoughts, and fcarcely
any over the body; excepting thofe particular members of it
which are employed in walking. In madnefs, the power of
the will over the body remains undiminifhed, while its in-
fluence in regulating the train of thought is in a great mea-
fure fufpended ; either in confequence of a particular idea, which
engroffes the attention, to the exclufion of every thing elfe, and
which -we find it impoffible to bani(h by our efl8rts; or in con-~
fequence of our thoughts fucceeding each other with fuch ra-
pidity, that we are unable to flop the train. In both of thefe
kinds of maduefs, it is worthy of remark, that the conceptions or
imaginations of the mind becoming independent of our will,
they are apt to be miftaken for attual perceptions, and to affec
us in the fame manner.

By means of this fuppofition of a partial fleep, any apparent
exceptions which the hiftory of dreams may afford to the gene-
ral principles already ftated, admit of an eafy explanation.

UroN reviewing the foregoing obfervations, it does not
occur to me, that I have in any inftance tranfgrefled thofe rules
of philofophifing, which, fince the time of Newton, are
commonly appealed to, as the tefts of found inveftigation,
For, in the firlt place, I have not fuppofed any caufes which
are not known to exift; and fecondly, I have thewn, that the
phenomena under our confideration are neceffary confequences

of
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of the caufes to which T have referred them. I have not fup- € H AP
pafed, that the mind acquires in fleep, any new faculty of which  (ayaest

we are not confcious while awake; but only (what we know
to be a fa@) that it retains fome of its powers, while the exer-
cife of others is fufpended: and I have deduced fynthetically,
the known phenomena of dreaming, from the operation of a
particular clafs of our faculties, uncorrected by the operation of
another. 1 flatter myfelf, therefore, that this inquiry will not
only throw fome light on the ftate of the mind in fleep; but
that it will have a tendency to illuftrate the mutual adaptation
and fubferviency which exifts among the different parts of our
conftitution, when we are in complete pofleflion of all the fa-
culties and principles which belong to our nature *.

See Note {0].
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CHAPTER FIFTH.

PART SECOND

Of the Influence of Aflociation on the Intelle@ual and on
the A&ive Powers.

SECTION L
Of the Influence of cafual Affociations on our [peculative

Conclufions,
CHAP HE Affociation of Ideag has a tendency to warp our fpecu-
Pan el lative opinions chiefly in the three following ways :
Qumrnysmmpnnd

FirsT, by blending together in our appreheafions, things
which are really diftin@ in their nature; fo as to introduce

perplexity and error into every procefs of reafoning in which
they are involved,

SeconpLy, by mifleading ws in thofe anticipations of the
future from the paft, which our conftitution difpofes us to
form, and which are the great foundation of our condu& in
life.

THIRDLY,
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THIRDLY, by conneiing in the mind erroneous opinions,
with truths which irrefitibly command our affent, and which
we feel to be of importance to human happinefs.

A snorT illuftration of thefe remarks, will throw light on
the origin of various prejudices; and may, perhaps, fuggeft
fome pradiical hints with refpe& to the condu& of the under-
ftanding.

I I rorMerLY had occafion to mention feveral inftances of
very intimate affociations formed between two ideas which have
no neceflary connexion with each other. One of the moft re-
markable is, that which exifts in every perfon’s mind between
the notions of colour and of extenfion. The former of thefe
words exprefles (at leaft in the fenfe in which we commonly
employ it) a fenfation in the mind ; the latter denotes a quality
of an external obje@; fo that there is, in fa&, no more
connexion between the two notions, than between thofe of
pain and of folidity®; and yet, in confequence of our al-
ways perceiving extenfion, at the fame time at which the
fenfation of colour is excited in the mind, we find it impoffible
to think of that fenfation, without conceiving extenfion along
with it.

ANoTHER intimate aflociation .is formed in every mind be-
tween the ideas of fpace and ‘of time. When we think of an

Bee Note [P}
interval
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interval of duration, we always conceive it as fomething ana-
logous to a line, and we apply the fame language to both fub-
jeds. We fpeak of a long and fbort time, as well as of a long
and fbort diffance; and we are not confcious of any metaphor
in doing fo. -Nay, fo very perfe does the analogy appear to
us, that Bofcovich mentions it as a curious circumftance, that
extenfion fhould have three dimenfions, and “duration only
one.

Tuis apprehended analogy feems to be founded wholly
on an -afluciation between the ideas of fpace and of time,
arifing from our always meafuring the one of thefe qualities by
the other. We meafure time by motion, and motion by ex-
tenfion. In an hour, the hand of the clock moves over a cer-
tain f{pace; in two hours, over double the fpace; and fo on.
Hence the ideas of fpace and of time become very intimately
united, and we apply to the latter the words long and Jbort, be=
Jore and after, in the fame manner as to the former.

THE apprehended analogy between the relation which the
different notes in the fcale of mufic bear to each other, and the
relation of fuperiority and inferiority, in refpe@ of pofition,
among material objefls, arifes alfo from an accidental aflocia~
tion of ideas.

. WaAT this affociation is founded upon, I thall not take upon
me to determine; but that it is the effe@ of accident, appears
clearly from this, that it has not only been confined to parti=

cular
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cular ages and nations; but is the very reverfe of an affocia- C H A P.
tion which was once equally prevalent. It is obferved by Dr. par'r 1L
Gregory, in the preface to his edition of Euclid’s works, that "

the more ancient of the Greek writers looked upon grave
founds as high, and acute ones as low; and that the prefent
mode of expreffion on that fubjet, was an innovation intro-
duced at a later period

In the inftances which have now been mentioned, our
habit of combining the notions of two things, becomes fo
firong, that we find it impoffible to think of the one,
without thinking at the fame time of the other. Various
other examples of the fame fpecies of combination, although,
perhaps, not altogether fo firiking in degree, might eafily
be colle@ted from the fubje@s about which our metaphyfical
fpeculations are employed. The fenfations, for inftance, which
are excited in the mind by external obje@s, and the per-
coptions of material qualities which follow thefe fenfations,
are to be diftinguifhed from each other only by long habits of
patient reflexion. A clear conception of this diftintion may
be regarded as the key to all Dr. Reid’s reafonings concerning
the procefs of nature in perception; and, till it has once been
rendered familiar to the reader, a great part of his writings
muft appear unfatisfatory and obfcure.—In truth, our progrefs
in the philofophy of the human mind depends much more on
that fevere and difcriminating judgment, which enables us to
feparate ideas which nature or habit have intimately combined,

See Note [Q_]. th
an
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than on acutenefs of reafoning or fertility of invention. And
hence it is, that metaphyfical ftudies are the beft of all prepa-
rations for thofe philofophical purfuits which relate to the con-
dudt of life. In none of thefe do we meet with cafual com-
binations fo intimate and indiffoluble as thofe which occur in
metaphyfics; and he who has been accuftomed to fuch difcri-
minations as this fcience requires, will not eafily be impofed on
by that confufion of ideas, which warps the judgments of the
multitude in moral, religious, and political inquiries.

From the falls which have now been flated, it is eafy to
conceive the manner in which the aflociation of ideas has a
tendency to miflead the judgment, in the firft of the three cafes
already enumerated. When two fubjeéis of thought are fo in-
timately conne&ed together in the mind, that we find it fcarcely
poffible to confider them apart; it muft require no common
efforts of attention, to condudt any procefs of reafoning which
relates to either. I formerly took notice of the errors to which
we are expofed in confequence of the ambiguity of words; and
of the neceflity of frequently checking and corre@ing our gene-
ral reaionings by means of particular examples; but in the cafes
to which I allude at prefent, there is (if I may ufe the expref~
fion) an ambiguity of things; fo that even when the mind is
ocCupied about particulars, it finds it difficult to {eparate the pro-
per objeCts of its attention from others with which it has
been long accuftomed to blend them. The cafes, indeed, in
which fuch obftinate and invincible affociations are formed
among different fubje@s of thought, are not very numerous,

9 and
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and occur chiefly in our metaphyfical refearches; but in every € R A P.
mind, cafual combinations, of an inferiof degree of firength, Paxy IL

have an habitual effe& in difturbing the intelle@ual powers,
are not to be conquered without peifevering exertions, of which
few men are capable. The obvious effects which this tendency
to combination produces on the judgment, in confounding to-
gether thofe ideas which it is the province of the metaphyfician
to diftinguith, fufficiently illuftrate the mode of its operation in
thofe numerous inftances, in which its influence, though not fo
complete and ftriking, is equally real, and far more dangerous.

II. Tue aflociation of ideas is a fource of fpeculative error,
by mifleading us in thofe anticipations of the future from the
paft, which are the foundation of our condudt in life.

THE great object of philofophy, as I have already remarked
more than once, is to afcertain the laws which regulate the fuc-
ceflion of events, both in the phyfical and moral worlds; in order
that, when called upon to a& in any particular combination of
circumftances, we may be enabled to anticipate the probable
courfe of nature from our paft experience, and to regulate our
condu&@ accordingly.

As a knowledge of the eftablifhed connexions amodg events,

35 the foundation of fagacity and of fkill, both in the praGical
arts, and in the condud of life, nature has not only gives to
-gil, men a ftrong difpofition to remark, with attention and curio+
fity, thof¢ phepomepa which have been ‘objerved to happen
Yy nearly

and y
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C H A P. nearly at the fame time; but has beautifully adapted to the
Paxr Il uniformity of her own operations, the laws of affociation in
=~ the human mind. By rendering contiguity in time one of the

firongeft of our affociating principles, (he has conjoined toge-
ther in our thoughts, the fame events which we have found
conjoined in our experience, and has thus accommodated (with-
out any effort on our part) the order of our ideas to that fcene
in which we are deftined to act.

TuE degree of experience which is neceflary for the prefer-
vation .of our animal exiftence, is acquired by all men without
any particular efforts of ftudy. The laws of nature, which it is
moft material for us to know, are expofed to the immediate
obfervation of our fenfes; and eftablith, by means of the prin-
ciple of affociation, a correfponding order in our thoughts, long
before the dawn of reafon and reflexion; or at leaft long before
that period of childhood, to which our recolle@tion afterwards
extends.

Tuis tendency of the mind to affociate together events
which have been prefented to it nearly at the fame time; al-
though, on the whole, it is attended with infinite advantages,
yet, like many other principles of our nature, may occafionally
be a fource of inconvenience, unlefs we avail ourfelves of our
reafon and of our experience in keeping it under proper regu-
lation. Among the various phenomena which are continually

“pafling before us, there is a great propertion, whofe vicinity in

time does not indicate a conftancy of conjun&ion; and unks
we be careful to make the diftinGlion between thefe two claffes
of
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of connexions, the order of our ideas will be apt to correfpond € H A P.
with the one as well as with the other; and our unenlightened Par = 11
experience of the paft, will fill the mind, in numberlefs in- ~
Rances, with vain expeQations, or with groundlefs alarms, con-

cerning the future. This difpofition to confound together acci-

dental and permanent connexions, is one great fource of popu-

lar {uperftitions. Hence the regard which is paid to unlucky

days; to unlucky colours ; and to the influence of the planets;
apprehenfions which render human life, to many, a continued

feries of abfurd terrors. Lucretius compares them to thofe

which children feel, from an idea of the exiftence of fpirits in

the dark:

¢« Ac veluti pueri trepidant, atque omnia ccecis
¢ In tenebris metuunt, fic nos, in luce timemus,
¢ Interdum nihilo qua funt metuenda mags.”

SucH fpectres can be difpelled by the light of philofophy
only; which, by accuftoming us to trace eftablifhed connexions,
teaches us to defpife thofe which are calual; and, by giving a
proper dire&tion to that bias of the mind which is the founda-
tion of fuperttition, preveuts it from leading us aftray.

1IN the inftances which we have now been confidering, events
come to be combined together in the mind, merely from the
accidental circumftance of their contiguity in time, at the mo-
ment when we perceived them. Such combinations are con-
fined, ih a great meafure, to uncultivated and unenlightened
minds ; or to thofe individuals who, from nature or education,
Jbave a more than ordinary facility of aflociation. But there
Yya2 are
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€ H 4 P are other accidental combinations, which are apt to lay bold of
Pawr i the moft vigorous underftandings ; and from which, as they are
v the natural and neceffary refult of a limited experience, no fu~

periority of intelle&t is fufficient to preferve a philofopher, ia
the infancy of phyfical {cience.

As the connexions among phyfical events are difcovered tor
us by experience alone, it is evident, that when we fee a phe-
nomenon preceded by a number of different circumftances, it is
impoffible for us to determine, by any reafoning a priori, which of
thefe ¢ircumftances are to be regarded as the conflunt, and which
as the accidental, antecedents of the effec. If, in the courfe of our
experience, the fame combination of circumftances is always ex-
hibited to us without any alteration, and is invariably followed by
the fame refult, we muft for ever remain ignorant, whether this re-
fultbe conneéted with the whole combination, or with one or more
of the circumftances combined ; and therefore, if we are anxious,
upon any occafion, to produce a fimilar effe@, the only rule that
we can follow with perfe@ fecurity, is to imitate in every parti-
cular circumftance the combination which we have feen. It is
only where we have an opportunity of feparating fuch circum~
ftances from each other ; of combining them varioufly together ;
and of obferving the effects which refult from thefe different ex-
periments, that we can alcertain with precifion, the general

laws of nature, and firip phyfical caufes of their accidental and
uneflential concomitants.

To illuftrate this by an example: Let us foppofe -that &
fuvage, whio, in 2 particular inftance, had found himfelf relieved
of fome bodily indifpofition by a draught of cold water, is a

13 fecond
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fecond time afflited with a fimilar diforder, and is defirons to € H A P.
repeat the fame remedy. With the limited degree of experience P a n v I

which we have here fuppofed him to poflefs, it would be im~
poflible for the acuteft philofopher, in his fituation, to deter~
mine, whether the cure was owing to the water which was
drunk, to the cup in which it was contained, to the fountain
from which it was taken, to the particular day of the month,
or to the particular age of the moon. In ordcr, therefore, to
enfure the fuccels of the remedy, he will very naturally, and
very wifely, copy, as far as he can recolle&, every circum-
ftance which accompanied the firft application of it. He will
make ufe of the fame cup, draw the water from the fame foun=
tain, hold his body in the fame pofture, and turn his face in the
fame direGtion ; and thus all the accidental circumftances in
which the firft experiment was made, will come to be aflociated
equally in his mind with the effe¢t produced. The fountain
from which the water was drawn, will be confidered as poffefled
of particular virtues; and the cup from which it was drunk, will
be fet apart from vulgar ufes, for the fake of thofe who may
afterwards have occafion to apply the remedy. It is the en-
largement of experience alone, and not any progrefs in the art
of reafoning, which can cure the mind of thefe affociations,
and free the practice of medicine from thofe fuperftitious ob-
fervances with which we always find it incumbered among rude
nations..

Manxy inftances of this fpecies of fuperftition might be pro-
duced from the works of philofophers who have flourithed in
more cnlightehed ages, In particular, many might be pro-

duced’

L e d
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C H A P. guced from the writings of thofe phyfical inquirers who imme-
Paer 1. diately fucceeded to Lord Bacon; and who, convinced by his
=) arguments, of the folly of all reafonings a priori, concerning the

laws of nature, were frequently apt to run into the oppofite
extreme, by recording every circumftance, even the moft lu-
dicrous, and the moft obvioufly ineflential, which attended their
experiments ¥,

Tue obfervations which have been hitherto made, relate
entirely to aflociations founded on cafual combinations of mate-
rial obje@s, or of phyfical events. The effe@s which thefe affo-
ciations produce on the underftanding, and which are fo pal-
pable, that they cannot fail to ftrike the moft carelefs obferver,
will prepare the reader for the remarks I am now to make, on
fome analogous prejudices which warp our opinions on fill
more important fubjetts.

As the eftablithed 1aws of the material world, which have been
exhibited to our fenfes from our infancy, gradually accommo-
date to themfelves the order of our thoughts; fo the moft arbi-
trary and capricious inftitutions and cuftoms, by a long and
conftant and exclufive operation on the mind, acquire fuch an
influence in forming the intelleual habits, that every deviation
from them not only produces furprife, but is apt to excite fenti-

® The reader will fearcely believe, that the following cure for a dyfentery is
gopicd uerbatsm from the works of Mr. Boyle:

¢ Take the thigh-hone of a hanged man, (perhaps another may ferve, but
« this was fill made ufe of,) caldine it to whitenefs, and having purged the
« patieat with an antimonial medicine, give him one dram of this white powdér
 for ane dofe, in-fome good cordial, whether conferve or liquor.”

ments
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ments of contempt and of ridicule. A perfon who hLas never € H A P.
extended his views beyond that fociety of which he himfclf isa Paa = 1L

member, iz apt to confider many peculiarities in the manners
and cuftoms of his countrymen as founded on the univerfal
principles of the human conflitution; and when he hears of
othier nations, whofe pra&tices in fimilar cafes are different, he
s apt to cenfure them as unnatural, and to defpife them as
abfurd. There are two clafles of men who have more parti-
cularly been charged with this weaknefs; thofe who are
placed at the bottom, and thcfe who have reached the fummit
of the fcale of refinement ; the former from ignorance, and the
latter from national vanity.

For curing this clafs of prejudices, the obvious expedient
which nature points out to us, is to extend our acquaintance
with human affairs, either by means of books, or of per-
fonal obfervation. The efles of travelling, in enlarging
and in enlightening the mind, are obvious to our daily ex-
perience ; and fimilar advantages may be derived (although,
perhaps, not in an equal degree) from a careful ftudy of
the manners of paft ages or of diftant nations, as they are
defcribed by the hiftorian, In making, however, thefe at-
tempts for our intelleCtual improvement, it is of the utmoft
confequence to us to vary, to a confiderable degree, the objefts
of our attention ; in order to prevent any danger of our ac-
quiring an exclufive preference for the caprices of any one
peoplé, whofe political fituation, or whofe moral charadter,

attach us to them as faultlefs models for our imitation. The
fime wesknefy aod: verfatility of mind; the fame facility of

affociatic

[
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¢ H A P. affoctation, which, in the cafe of a petfon who has never extended

PARTII

his views beyond his own community, is a fource of nationaj

—v==' prejudice and of national bigotry, renders the'mind, when forced

into new fituations, eafily fufceptible of other prejudices no lefs
capricious ; and frequently prevents the time, which is devoted
to travelling, orto ftudy, from being fubfervient to any better
purpofe, than an importation of foreign fathions, or a flill more
ludicrous imitation of antient follies.

‘Tue philofopher whofe thoughts dwell habitually, not merely
upon what is, or what has been, but upon what is beft and moft
expedient for mankind ; who, to the ftudy of books, and the ob-
fervation of manners, has added a careful examination of the prin-
ciples of the human conftitution, and of thofe which ought to re-
gulate the {ocial order; is the only perfon who is effeGtually fecured
againft both the weaknefles which I have defcribed. By learning
to {eparate what is effential to morality and to happinefs, from
thofe adventitious trifles which it is the province of fafhion to di--
ret, heis equally guarded againft the follies of national prejudice,
and a weak deviatian, in matters of indifference, from eftablifhed
ideas. Upon his mind, thus occupied with important fubjefts
of reflexion, the @uQuating caprices and fathions of the times
lofe their influence ; while accuftomed to avoid the flavery of
local and arbitrary habits, he poffelfes, in his own genuine fim-
plicity of characber, the fame power of accommodation to ex-
ternal dircumftances, which men of the world derive from the
plisbilivy of their tzfle, and the werkailit, of their manners.
As the order, too, of his idens i accapmadated, not to. what
& cafiully poclented from without, but to his own fyflematicl

principt
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principles, his affociations are fubjeck gnly to thofe flow and € H AP
plcaﬁna changes which arife from his growing light and im- paa 'r 1L
proving reafon: sad, in fuch a period of the world as the ‘==’

prefent, when the prefs not only excludes the poflibility of, a
retrogradation in human affairs, but operates with an irrefift-
ible though gradual progrefs, in undermining prejudices and in
extending the triumphs of philofophy, he may reafonably in-
dulge the hope, that fociety will every day approach nearer and
nearer to what he wifhes it to be. A man of fuch a chara&er,

inftead of looking back on the paft with regret, finds himfelf

(if I may ufe the expreflion) more at home in the world, and
more fatisfied with its order, the longer he lives in it. The
melancholy contrafts which old men are {fometimes difpofed to
ftate, between its condition, when they are about to leave ir,
and that in which they found it at the commencement of their
career, arifes, in moft cafes, from the unlimited influence which
in their early years they had allowed to the fathions of the
times, in the formation of their charalters. How different
from thofe fentiments and profpects, which dignified the retreat
of Turgot, and brightened the declining years of Franklin!

TuE querulous temper, however, which is incident to old
men, although it renders their manners difagreeable in the
intercourfe of focial life, is by no meaus the moft contemptible
form in which the prejudices I bave now been defcribing, may
difplay their influence. Such a temper indicates at leaft a cer-
tain degree of obfervation, in marking the viciffitudes of human
affaire, and 2 certain degree of fenfibility in early life, which
ko cconne@ed pleafing ideas with the feenes of infancy and

Z z youth,,
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c H A P. youth. A very great proportion of mankind are, in a great

PARTII

menfure, incapable either of the one or of the other; and,

==~ f{uffering themfelves to be carried quietly along with the

fiream of fafhion, and finding their opinions and their feel=
ings always in the fame relative fituation to the fleeting ob-
jecks around them, are perfectly unconfcious of any progrefs in
their own ideas, or of any change in the manners of their age.
In vain the philofopher reminds them of the opinions they yef«
terday held ; and forewarns them, from the fpirit of the times,
of thofe which they are to hold to-morrow. The opinions of
the prefent moment feem to them to be infeparable from their
conftitution ; and when the profpeéts are realifed, which they
lately treated as chimerical, their minds are fo gradually pre~
pared for the event, that they behold it without any emotions
of wonder or curiofity ; and it is to the philofopher alone, by
whom it was predi¢ted, that it appears to furnith a fubje&t wor-
thy of future reflexion.

THE prejudices to which the laft obfervations relate, have
their origin in that difpofition of our nature, which accommo-
dates the order of our ideas, and our various intelleCtual habits,
to whatever appearances have been long and familiarly prefeated
to the mind. But there are other prejudices which, by being
intimately affociated with the effential principles of our conffi-
tution, or with the original and univerfal laws of our belief, are
iacomparably more inveterate in their nature, and have a far
more extenfive influence on human chara@er and happinels.

III. TuEe manner in which the affogigtion of ideas operates in
haroducmg this third clafs of our fpeculative errors, may be con-
2 ceived,
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ceived, in part, from what was formerly faid, concerning the € H AP
fuperflitious obfervances, which are mixed with the practice Pa =t IL
of medicine among rude nations. As all the different ciz-
cumftances which accompanied the firt adminifiration of

a remedy, come to be confidered as effential to its future

fuccefs, and are blended together in our conceptions, without

any difcrimination of their relative importance; fo, whatever

tenets and ceremonies we have been taught to conne@’ with the

religious creed of our infancy, become almoft a part of our
conftitution, by being indiflolubly united with truths which are

effential to happinefs, and which we are led to reverence and to

love, by all the beft difpofitions of the heart. The aftonifh-

ment which the peafant feels, when he fees the rites of a religion

different from his own, is no lefs great, than if he faw fome

flagrant breach of the moral duties, or fome dire& a& of im-

piety to God; nor is it eafy for him to conceive, that there

can be any thing worthy in a mind which treats with indif-

ference, what awakens in his own breaft all its beft and fublimeft

emotions. “ Is it poffible,” (fays the old and expiring Bramin,

in one of Marmontel’s tales, to the young Englith officer who

had faved the life of his daughter,) “ is it poffible, that Le to

“ whofe compaflion I owe the prefervation of my child, and

% who now foothes my laft moments with the confolations of

« piety, fhould not believe in the god Viffwox, and his nine

% metamorphofes !”

WnaAT has now been faid on the nature of religious
fnperflition, may be applied to many other fubjefts. In para
ticular, it mdy be applied to thofe political prejudices which.

Zza biagh
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C H AP bias the judgment even of enlightened men in all countries of

ParrIL
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the world.

How deeply rooted in the human frame are thofe important
principles, which intereft the good man in the profperity of the
world; and more efpecially in the profperity of that beloved
community to which he belongs! How {mall, at the fame time,
is the number of individuals who, accuftomed to contemplate
one modification alone of the focial order, are able to diftinguith
the circumftances which are effential to human happinefs, from
thofe which gre indifferent or hurtful! In fuch a fituation, how
natural is it for a man of benevolence, to acquire an indiferi-
minate and fuperftitious veneration for all the inftitutions under
which he has been ecducated; as thefe inflitutions, however
capricious and abfurd in themfelves, are not only familiarifed by
habit to all his thoughts and feelings, but are confecrated in his
mind by an indiffoluble affociation with duties which nature re~
commends to his affe&ions, and which reafon commands him
to fulfil. It is on thele accounts that a fuperflitious zeal againft
innovation, both in religion and politics, where it is evidently
grafted on piety to God, and good-will t¢ mankind, however
it may excite the forrow of the more ealightened philofopher,
is juftly entitled, not only to his indulgence, but to his efteem
and afleion.

Tak remarks which have been almeady made, are fufficient to
fhew, how neceflary it is for us; in the formation of our philo-
fophical principles, to examine with care all thofe opinions which,
in our early years, we have imbibed ffom our infruQors; or

which
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which are conneled with our own local fituation. Nor does the € HVA P
univerfality of an opinion among men who have received a fi- Pax L

milar education, afford any prefumption in its favour ; for, how-
ever great the deference is, which a wife man will always pay to
common belief, upon thofe fubjects which have employed the
unbiafled reafon of mankind, he certainly owes it no refped, in
fo far as he fufpe@s it to be influenced by fathion or authority.
Nothing can be more juft than the obfervation of Fontenelle,
that ¢ the number of thofe who believe in a fyftem already
¢ eftablithed in the world, does not, in the leaft, add to its
“ credibility ; but that the number of thofe who dgubt of it, has
“ a tendency to diminith it.”

Tue fame remarks ledd, upon the other hand, to another
conclufion of flill greater importance ; that, notwithftanding the
various falfe opinions which are current in the world, there are
fome truths, which are infeparable from the human underftand-
ing, and by means of which, the errors of education, in moft
inftances, are enabled to take hold of our belief.

A weAk mind, upaccuftomed to reflexion, and which has
paffively derived its moft important opinions from habit or from
authority, when, in confequence of a more enlarged intercourfe
with the world, it finds, that ideas which it had been taught to
regard as facred, are treated by enlightened and worthy men
with ridicule, is apt to lofe its reverence for the fundamental
and eternal truths on which thefe acceffory ideas are grafied,
and eafily falls a prey to that feeptical philofophy which teaches,
that all the opinions, and all the principles of a@ion by which

mankind

L
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¢ H A P mankind are governed, may be traced to the influence of edu-

PAR(II

cation and example. Amidft the infinite variety of forms,

=" however, which our ‘verfatile nature affumes, it cannot fail to

firike an attentive obferver, that there are certain indelible fea-
tures common to them all. In one fituation, we find good
men attached to a republican form of government; in another,
to a monarchy; but in all fituations, we find them devoted to
the fervice of their country and of mankind, and difpofed to
regard, with reverence and love, the moft abfurd and capricious
inftitutions which cuftom has led them to conne& with the order
of fociety. The different appearances, therefore, which the
political opinions and the political condu& of men exhibit, while
they demonfirate to what a wonderful degree human nature
may be influenced by fituation and by early inftruction, evince
the exiftence of fome common and original principles, which
fit it for the political union, and illuftrate the uniform operation
of thofe laws of affaciation, to which, in all the ftages of fociety,
it is equally fubject,

SiMILAR obfervations are applicable, and, indeed, in a fiill
more ftriking degree, to the opinions of mankind on the im-
portant queftions of religion and morality. The variety of
fyftems which they have formed to themfelves concerning thefe
fubje@s, has often excited the ridicule of the feeptic and the
libertine ; but if, on the one hand, this variety fhews, the folly
of bigotry, and the reafonablefs of mutual indulgence; the cu-
riofity which has led men in every fituation tafuch fpeculations, .
and the influence which their conclufions, however abfurd, have
had on their charatter and their happinefs, prove, nolefs clearly,

on

B
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on the other, that there muft be fome principles from which they € H L AP,
all derive their origin; and invite the philofopher to afcertainwhat P » = 1L

are thefe original and immutable laws of the human mind.

“ ExaMINE” (fays Mr. Hume) “ the religious principles
% which have prevailed in the world. You will fcarcely be per-
“ fuaded, that they are any thing but fick men’s dreams; or,
% perhaps, will regard them more as the playfome whimfies of
“ monkeys in human fhape, than the ferious, pofitive, dogma-
¢ tical affeverations of a being, who dignifies himfelf with the
“ name of rational.”——% To appofe the torrent of {cholaftic
¢ religion by fuch feeble maxims as thefe, that it is impoffible
“ for the fame thing to be and not to be; that the whole is
“ greater than a part ; that two and three make five; is pre-
* tending to ftop the ocean with a bulrufh.” But what is the
inference to which we are led by thefe obfervations? Is it, (to
ufe the words of this ingenious writer,) ¢ that the whole is a
“ riddle, an ®nigma, an inexplicable myftery ; and that doubt,
“ uncertainty, and fufpenfe, appear the only refult of our moft
“ accurate ferutiny concerning this fubje&t?” Or thould not rather
the melancholy hiftories which hie has exhibited of the follies and
caprices of fuperflition, diret our attention to thofe facred and
indelible characters on the human mind, which all thefe perver~
fions of reafon are unable to obliterate; like that image of him-
felf, which Phidias wifhed to perpetuate, by ftamping it fo
deeply on the buckler of his Minerva ; * ut nemo delere poflet
# aut divellere, qui totam ftatuam non imminueret *.”  In truth,
the more firikiog the contraditions, and the more ludicrous

-

Seleét Dilcourles, by Jonn SurTa, po 159, Cambridge, 1673,
the
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been reccnciled ; the ftronger is our evidence that religion has a

- foundation in the nature of man.’ When the greateft of mo-

dern philofophers declares, that * he would rather believe all
“ the fables in the Legend, and the Talmud, and the Al-
% coran, than that this univerfal frame is without mind * ;" he
has exprefled the fame feeling, which, in all ages and nanons,
has led good men, unaccuftomed to reafoning, to an implicit
faith in the creed of their infancy y—a feeling which affords an
evidence of the exiftence of the Deity, incomparably more
ftriking, than if, unmixed with error and undebafed by fuper-
ftition, this moft important of all principles had commanded
the univerfal affent of mankind. Where are the other truths,
in the whole circle of the fciences, which are fo effential to
human happinefs, as to procure an eafy accefs, not only for
themfelves, but for whatever opinions may happen to be
blended with them? Where are the truths fo venerable and
commanding, as to impart their own fublimity to every trifling
memorial which recals them to our remembrance; to beftow
folemnity. and elevation -on every mode of expreffion by
which they are conveyed; and which, in whatever fcene
they have habitually occupied the thoughts, . confecrate every
objet which it prefents to -our fenfes, and the very ground we
have been accufomed to tread? To attemptgo wesken dhe
authority of fuch imprefiions, by adetail of the endiefs varicty
of forms, which they derive from cafbal affociations,”is furely
an employment unfmtable to the dignity of philofophy. Ta '

Lird Bapor, in bis Effays.
the
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the vulgar, it may be amufing, in this, as in other inflances, © K A .
to indulge their wonder at what is new or uncommon; butto Pa n I

the philofopher it belongs to perceive, under all thefe various
difguifes, the workings of the fame common nature ; and in the
fuperftitions of Egypt, no lefs than in the lofty vifions of Plato,
to recognize the exiftence of thofe moral tics which unite the
heart of man to the Author of his being.

SECTI!ION IL

Influence of the Alfociation of Ideas on our Judgments in Matters
of Tafie.

HE very general obfervations which I am to make in this
Se&tion, do nog prefuppofe any particular theory concern-
ing the nature of Tafte. It is fufficient for my purpofe to re-
mark, that Tafte is not a fimple and original faculty, but a
power gradually formed by experience and obfervation. It im~
plies, indeed, as its ground-work, a cerfain degree of natural
fenfibility ; but it implies alfo the exercife of the judgment ; and
is $he flow reful§ of an attentive examination and comparifon of
the agreeable or difagrecable effets produced en the mind by
external objes.

Sucn of my readers as are acquainted with “ Aa Effay on
the Nature and Principles of Tulte," htely publithed by Mr.
3A Alifon,

Y
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" CHAP Alifon, will not be furprifed that I decline the difcuflion of &

V.
Parr L

fubjet which he has treated with fo much ingenuity and
elegance.

Tue view which was formerly given of the procefs, by which
the . general laws of the material world are inveftigated, and
which I endeavoured to-illufirate by the ftate of medicine among
rude nations, is ftrictly applicable to the hiftory of Tafte. That
certain objects are fitted to give pleafure, and others difguft, to
the mind, we know from experience alone ; and it is impoffible
for us; by any realoning 2 priori, to explain, bow the pleafure
or the pain is produced. In the works of nature we find, in
many inftances, Beauty and Sublimity involved amang circum-

faaces, which are either indifferent, or. which obftru& the gene-

ral effect: and it is only by a train of experiments, that 'we
can feparate thofe circumflances from the reft, and afcertain

‘with what particylar qualities the pleafing effe® is conne&ed.

Accordingly, the inexperienced artift, when he copies Nature,
will copy her fervilely, that he may be certain of fecuring the.
pleafing effe@; and the beauties of his performances will be
encimbered with a pumber of fuperfluous or of difagreeable
concomitants. Experience and obfervation alone can enable
him to make this diferimination: to exhibit the prmclples of
beauty pure and unadulterated, and to form a creation o{vg}ua
gwa, more fanltlefs than ever fell under the obferwation of his
fenfes.

s analogy between the progrefs of Tale froi rudéisls
w.refinement 3. angd the progrefs of phyﬁcal knowledge fron the
' fuperﬁxﬁm
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of nature, proceeds on the fuppofition, that, as in the material pa o 1L
world there aré general fads, beyond which philofophy is un~ ‘“——v=

able to proceed; fo, in the conftitution of man, there is an
inexplicable adaptation of the mind to the objeéts with which his
faculties are converfant ; in’confequence of which, thefe objects
are fitted to produce agreeable or difagreeable emotions. In
both cafes, reafoning may be employed with propriety to refer
particulag phenomena to general principles; but in both cafes,
we muft at laft arrive at principles of which no account can be
given, but that fuch is the will of our Maker.

A GREAT part, too, of the remarks which weré made in the
laft feGtion on the origin of popular prejudices, may be applied
to explain the influence of cafual affociations on Tafte; but
thefe remarks do not fo completely exhauft the fubje, as to
fuperfede the neceflity of farther illuftration. In matters of
Tafte, the effets which we confider, are produced on the
Mind itfelf; and are accompanied either with pleafure or with
pain. Hence the tendency to cafual aflociation, is much ftronger
than it commonly is, with refpe& to phyfical events ; and when
fuch affociations are once formed, as they do not lead to any
important inconvenience, fimilar to thofe which refult from
phyfical miftakes, they are not Yo likely to be corre@ted by mere
expericncc; unaffifted by ftudy. To this it 18 owing, that the
influence of affociation on our judgments concerning beauty
;!’a deformity, is ftill more remarkable than on our fpeculative
éonduﬁons a circumftance which has led fome philofophers to

ﬁpfe, that affociation is fufficient to account for the origin of

3A 2 thefe
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C HVA P. thefe notions; and that there is no fuch thing as a ftandard of
Parr 1. Tafte, founded on the principles of the human conftitution. But
=" this is undoubtedly pufthing the theory a great deal too far. The

affociation of ideas can never account for the origin of a new no-
tion; or of a pleafure effentially different from all the others
which we know. It may, indeed, enable us to conceive how a
thing indifferent in itfelf, may become a fource of pleafure, by
being connected in the mind with fomething elfe which is
naturally agreeable ; but it prefuppofes, in every infjance, the
exiftence of thofe notions and thofe feelings which it is its pro=
vince to cumbine : infomuch that, I apprehend, it will be found,
wherever affociation produces a change in our judgments on
matters of Tafte, it does fo, by co-operating with fome natural
principle of tHe mind, and implies the exiftence of certain original
fources of pleafure and uneafinefs.

A mobE of drefs, which 4t firft appeared awkward, acquires,
in a few weeks or months, the appearance of elegance. By
being accuftomed to fee it worn by thofe whom we confider as
models of Tafle, it becomes aflociated with the agreeable im=
preflions which we reccive from the eafe and grace an&.refine~
ment of their manners. When it pleafes us by itfelf, the effet
is not to be afcribed to the drefs, but to the impreflions with
which it has been generally conne@ted, and which it naturally
recalls to the mind,

“Tuis obfervation points out to us the caufe of the perpemgal
viciffitudes in drefs, and in*every thing whofe chief recom-
mendation arifes from fathion. It is evident that, in fo far as.

the:
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the agreeable effe of a drefs arifes from affociation, the effe@ C H A P.

will continue only-while it is confined to the higher orders.

PawrrtIL

When it is adopted by the multitude, it not only ceafes to be

affociated with ideas of tafte and refinement, but it is affociated
with ideas of affeCtation, abfurd imitation, and vulgarity. It is
accordingly laid afide by the higher orders, who ftudioufly aveid
every circumftance in external appearance, which is debafed by
low and common ufe; and they are led to exercife their inven-
tion, in the introdu&ion of fome new peculiarities, which firft
become fathionable, then common, and laft of all, are aban-
doned as wulgar.

It has been often remarked, that after a certain period in the
progrefs of fociety, the public Tafte becomes corrupted; and
the different produions of the fine arts begin to degenerate
from that fimplicity, which they had attained in their flate
of greateft perfeion. One reafon of this decline is fuggefted
by the foregoing obfervations.

From the account which has been given of the natural pro-
grefs of Tafte, in feparating the genuine principles ¢f beauty
from fuperfluous and from offenfive concomitants, it is evident,.
that there is a limit, beyond which the love of fimplicity
cannot be carried. No bounds, indeed, can be fet to the
creations of genius ; but as this quality occurs feldom in an emi-~
nent degree, it commonly happens, that after a period of great
zeéncmem of Tafte, men begin to gratify their love of variety,
by adding fuperfluous circumftances to the finithed models ex~
hibited by their predeceffors, or by making other trifling altera~

3 tions
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tions on them, with a view merely of diverfifying the effet.
Thefe additions and alterations, indifferent, perhaps, or even
in fome degree offenfive in themfelves, acquire foon a borrowed
beauty, from the connexion in which we fee them, or from the
influence ef fathion: the fame caufe which at firft produced
them, continues perpetually to increafe their number; and
Tafte returns to barbarifm, by almoft the fame fteps which con-
duéted it to perfection.

Tuc truth of thefe remarks wifl appear flill more firiking to
thofe who confider the wonderful effe¢t which a «writer of
fplendid genius but of incorre&t tafte, has in mifleading the
public judgment. The peculiarities of fuch an author are con-
fecrated by the connexion in which we fee them, and even pleafe,
to a certain degree, when detached from the excellencies of his
compofition, by recalling to us the agreeable impreflions with
which they have been formerly affociated. How many imita-
tions have we feen, of the affetations of Sterne, by men who
were unable to copy his beauties! And yet thefe imitations of
his defe@s; of his abrupt manner; of his minute {pecification
of circumftances ; and even of his dathes, produce, at firlk, fome
effe& on readers of fenfibility, but of uacultivated tafte, in con-
fequence of the exquifite firokes of the pathetic, and the fingular
vein of humour, with which they are united in the original,

FroM what has been faid, it is obvious, that the circum-
ftatices which pleafe, in the obje@s of tafte, are of two kinde:
Firft, thofe which are fitted tokpleafe by nature, or by affociations
which all mankind are led to form by their common condition 3

and
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and Secondly, thofe which pleafe in confequence of affociations € H AR
arifing from local and accidental circumftances. Hence, there Para 1.

are two kinds of Tafte: the one enabling us to judge of thofe
beauties which have a foundation in the human conftitution ; the
other, of fuch c;b:je&s as derive their principal recommendation
from the influence of fathion.

THEsE two kinds of . Tafte are not always united in the fame
perfon: indeed, I am inclined to think, that they are united
but rarely. The perfeGtion of the one, depends much upon the
degree in which we are able to free the mind from the influence
of cafual affociations ; that of the other, qn the contrary, de-
pends on a facility of affociationr which enables us to fall in,
at once, with all the turns of the fathion, and,. (as Shakefpeare
exprefles it,) “ to catch the tune of the times.”

I sHALL endeavour to illuftrate fome of the foregoing
remarks, by applying them to the fubje& of language, which
affords numberlefs inftances to exemplify the influence which the
affociation of ideas has on our judgments in matters of Tafte.

I the fame mantrer in which an article of drefs aequires an
appeardnce of elegance #r of vulgarity from the perfons by
whom it is habitually worn; fo a particular mede of pro-
aunciation acquires an air of fathion or of rufticity, from the
perions by whom it is habitually employed. The Scotch
accent ie furely in itfelf as good as the Englith; and witha
few: exceptions, is.as agreeable to the ear: and yet how offenfive

does.

L 4
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c H A P. does it appear, even to us, who have been accuftomed to hear

PARTII
[ Ve

it from our infancy, when compared with that which is ufed by
our fouthern neighbours !~~No reafon can be given for this, but
that the capital of Scotland is now become a provincial towp,
and Loundon is the feat of our court.

Tue diftinGtion which is to be found, in the languages of all
civilifed nations, between tow and pelite modes of expreflion,
arifes frongfimilar caufes. It is, indeed, amufing to remark, the
folicitude with which the higher orders, in the monarchies of
modern Europe, avoid every circumftance in their exterior appear-
ance and manner, grhich, by the molt remote aflaciation, may,
in the minds of others, conneét them with the idea of the multi-
tude, ‘Their whole drefs and deportment and converfation ave
ftudioufly arranged to convey an impofing notion of their con-
fequence ; and to recal to the fpectator, by numberlefs flight and
apparently unintentional hints, the agreeable impreflions which
are aflociated with the advantages of fortune.

To this influence of affociation on language, it is neceflary
for every writer to attend carefully, who wifhes to exprefs him-
felf with elegance. Eor the attainment of corretinede and purity
2 the ufe of words, the rules of gmmmarians and of critics
may be a fufficient guide; but it s not in the works of this
clafie of authors, that the higher besuties of ftyle are to be

Miadied.  As the aiv snd manoer of & gensieman can be acquired

ealy by living habitually in the belt fiiety, fo grace in coms
pofition mult be attained by dn. lubiesl acquaistance wish
claifical
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claffical writers. It is indeed neceflary for our information,
that we fhould perufe, occafionally, many books which have nu
merit in point of expreffion; but I believe it to be extremely ufe-
ful to all literary men, to countera& the effect of this mifcella-
neous reading, by maintaining a conftant and familiar acquaint-
ance with a few of the moft faultlefs models which the language
affords. For want of fome ftandard of this fort, we frequently
fee an author’s tafte in Wwriting alter much to the worfe in the
courfe of his life; and his later produ&ions fall below the level
of his early eflays. D’Alembert tells us, that Voltaire had always
lying on his table, the Petit Caréme of Maffillon, and the tra-
gedies of Racine; the former to fix his tafle in profe compo-
fition, and the latter in poetry.

IN avoiding, however, expreflions which are debafed by
vulgar ufe, there is a danger of running into the other extreme,
in queft of fafhionable words and phrafes. Such an affeCtation
may, for a few years, gratify the vanity of an author, by giving
him the air of a man of the world; but the reputation it be-
ftows, is of a very tranfitory nature. The works which continue
to pleafe from age to age, are written with perfe@t fimplicity ;
while thofe which captivate the multitude, by a difplay of me-
retricious ornaments, if, by chance, they fhould furvive the
fathions to which they are accommodated, remain only to fur-
nith a fubje& of ridicule to pofterity. The portrait of a
beautiful woman, in the fathionable drefs of the day, may pleafe
at the moment it.is painted ; nay, may perhaps pleafe more
than in any that the faney of the artift could have f{uggefted;
but. it is only in the plainef and fimpleft drapery, that the

3 B moft
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moft perfe® form can be tranfmitted with advantage to future
times,

THE exceptions which the hiftory of literature feems to fur-
nith to thefe obfervations, are only apparent. That, in the
works of our beft authors, «.ere are many beauties which have
long and generally been admired, and which yet owe their whole
effe@ to aflociation, cannot be difputed ; but in fuch cafes, it will
always be‘found, that the affociations which are the foundation
of our pleafure, have, in confequence of fome peculiar combina-
tion of circumftances, been more widely diffufed, and more per-
manently eftablithed among mankind, than thofe which date
their origin from the caprices of our own age are ever likely
to be. An admiration for the claffical remains of antiquity is,

_ at prefent, not lefs general in Europe, than the advantages of a

liberal education ; and fuch is the effe@ of this admiratien, that
there are certain caprices of Tafte, from which no man who is
well educated is entirely free. A compofition in a modern lan-
guage, which fhould fometimes depart from the ordinary modes
of expreflion, from an affeCtation of the idioms which are con-
fecrated in the claffics, would pleafe a very wide circle of
readers, in confequence of the prevalence of claffical affociations ;

and, therefore, fuch affeCations, however abfurd when carried

to a degree of fingularity, are of a far fuperior clafs to thofe
which are adapted to the fathions of the day. But flill the ge-
neral principle holds true, That whatever beauties derive their

"origin merely from«afual affosiation, muft appear capricious to

thofe to whom the aflociation does not extend; and that the
fimpleft ftyle is that which continues longeft to pleafe, and which
pleafes



OF THE HUMAN MIND. 37

pleafes moft univerfally. In the writings of Mr. Harris, there € H A P.
is a certain claffical air, which will always have many ad- pawr IL
mirers, while antient learning continues to be cultivated; bur =’
which, to a mere Englifh reader, appears fomewhat unnatural

and ungraceful, when compared with the compofition of Swift

or of Addifon.

THE analogy of the arts of ftatuary and painting, may be of
ufe in illuftrating thefe remarks. The influence of antient times
has extended to thefe, as well as to the art of writing; and in
this cafe, no lefs than in the other, the tranfcendent power of
genius has eftablifhed a propriety of choice in matters of indif-
ference, and has, perhaps, confecrated, in the opinion of man-
kind, fome of its own caprices.

“ Many of the ornaments of art,” (fays Sir Jofhua Rey-
nolds,) * thofe at leaft for which no reafon can be given, are
« tranfmitted to us, are adopted, and acquire their confequence,
¢ from the company in which we have been ufed to fee them.
“ As Greece and Rome are the fountains from whence have
« flowed all kinds of excellence, to that veneration which they
% have a right to claim for the pleafure and knowledge which
* they have afforded us, we voluntarily add our approbation
“ of every ornament and every cuftom that belonged to them,
% even to the fathion of their drefs. For it may be obferved,
 that, not fatisfied with them in their own place, we make no
¢ difficulty of drefling ftatues of modern heroes or fenators, in
% the fathion of the Roman armour, or peaceful robe; and

»

“ even go fo far as hardly to bear a ftatue in any other
 drapery. '

"

3B 2 “ Tutk
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“ "Tur figures of the great men of thofe nations have come
down to us in fculpture. In fculpture remain almoft all the
excellent fpecimens of antient art. We kave {o far aflociated
perfonal dignity to the perfons thus reprefented, and the truth

“ of art to their manner of reprefentation, that it is not in our
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power any longer to {eparate them. This is not fo in paint-
ing ; becaufe, having no excellent antient portraits, that con-'
nexion was never formed. Indeed, we could no more ven-
ture to paint a general officer in a Roman military habit, than
we could make a flatue in the prefent uniform. But fince
we-have no antient portraits, to thew how ready we are to
adopt thofe kind of prejudices, we make the beft authority
among the moderns ferve the fame purpofe. The great va-
riety of excellent pertraits with which Vandyke has enriched
this nation, we are not content to admire for their real excel~
lence, but extend our approbation even to the drefs which
happened to be the fathion of that age. By this means, it
muft be acknowledged, very ordinary pitures acquired fome-
thing of the air and effe@ of the works of Vandyke, and
appeared therefore, at firft fight, better piftures than they
really were. 'They appeared fo, hawever, to thofe only who
had the means of making this affociation *.”

-

Tax influence of affociation on our notions concerning lan-

guage, is ftill more firongly exemplified in poetry than in profe.
As it is one great objedt of the poet, in his ferious productions,
to elevate the imagination of his readers above the groffnefs of
fenfible objeis, and the vulgarity of common life, it becomes

- ® Rernorps’s Difcourfes, p. 313, et feq.
pecpliarly
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peculiarly neceflary for him to rejedt the ule of all words and © H AP
phrafes which are trivial and hackneyed. Amopg thofc which Paa >IL

are equally pure and equally perfpicuous, he, in general, finds
it expedient to adopt that which is the leaft common. Milton
prefers the words Rhene and Danaw, to the more common.
words Rhine and Danube.

« A multitude, like which the populous North

« Pour’d never from his frozen loins, to pafs

¢ Rhene or the Danaw *.”

Ia the following line,
¢ Things uhattempted yet in profe or rthyme,”

how much more fuitable to the poetical ftyle does the expreflion
appear, than if the author had faid,

¢« Things unattempted yet in profe or verfe.”

In another paffage, where, for the fake of variety, he has made
ufe of the laft phrafe, he adds an epithet, to remove it a little
from the familiarity of ordinary difcourfe.

s« ¢ in profe or numerous verfe +.”"

In confequence of this circumflance, there arifes gradually
in every language a poetical diction, which differs widely from
the common diction of profe. It is much lefs fubje to the
viciffitudes of fafhion, than the polite modes of expreflion in
familid converfation ; becaufe, when it has once been adopted.

* Paradifc Loft, book i. L 351,
4 Ihid. bodk i. 1..150. See Nuwron's Edit.
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