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'y hudlﬁcult tomncewe that any person who had read Ba-

mém:kuygnd.who,lt Ahe same tmqe, was acquainted with
the theories which it was their great object to explode, could,

for a moment, have hesitated about rejecting the latter in-

terpretation as altogether absurd ; and yet the splenetic tnnq

which marks the conclusion of Cudwortl's strictures,
shews, that he had a decided leaning to it, in preft i
the former *. The comment does no honour to hls,hbcmllty 3
* and, on the most favourable supposmon, must be m\puted 1o
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."..ﬂ"’WMher Bac&n’s cbntempt for the Final Causes of the A r

f \thé’r, he may leave t.he mferen to the momllst, or t_be divme. &

telians has not carried him to an extreme in’ recommendmcr‘t ey
wtal exclusion of them from physics, is a very different ques-
tion’; and a question of much importance in'the theory of the

~inductive logic. My own opinion is, that his views on this

pointy if considered as applicable to the present state of expen-

! mental science, are extremcl y limited and erroneous. Pcrhapw,

at the time when he ‘wrote, such an exclusion may have appear-
ed necessary, as the only ¢ effectual antidote against the errors
which then infected every branch of philosophy ; but, granting
this to be true, no good reason can be given for continuing the
same language, at a period when the proper object of pl{*gcs
is too well understood, to render it possible for the lwewga-
tion of final causes to lead astray the most fanciful theorist. .
What harm can be apprehended from remarkmg those proofs
of design which fall under the view of the physical inquirer
in the course of his studies? O, if it shou,ld be - thought fo-

.rengn to his. _province to speak of dmgn, he may, at least, be
~ permitted to remark what ends are really accomplished by par-
ticular. meam, and what advantages result from the general

laws hy whlch the phenomena of nature are regulated In do-
ing this, he only states a fact .and if it be illogical to go far-
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»xmm ﬁclmt:he most remarkable are furnished b,

; qchuoeiof anatomy. ' To understand the structure of an anie il

‘mal wdy;u is necessary not only to examine the conformation o
of the parts, but to consider their functions ; or, in other words,
to consider their ends and wuses : Nor, indeed, does the most
- accurate knowledge of the former, till perfected by the dis-
covery of the latter, afford satisfaction to an inquisitive and
scleuuﬁe mind. = Every anatomist, ac?cordmgly, whatever his
metaphysical creed may be, proceeds, in his researches, upon
the maxim, that no organ exists without its appropriate desti-
nation; and although he may oflen fail in his attemplts to ascer-
tain what this destination is, he never carries his scepticis
far, as, for a moment, to doubt of the general pnncnpleé "
mclmed to think, that it is in this way the most important
steps in physiology have been gained ; the curiosity being con-
- stantly kept alive by some new problem in  the animal ma-
chine; and, at the: same time, checked  in its wandemngs, by
an irresistible odmwuon, that nothing is made i in vain. The
glemorable account given by Mr Boyle of the circumstances
- which led to. the discovery of the cu‘culal.ion of the blood is
- but one. of t.he many testimonies wbu;h xmght be quowd in con,
Srmauon Gf tim oplmon. # € Ryt R TR
; pLhsey Lo t"« R ‘ ¥ 410 Vs N S o '
s irg,gember that when I asked our fmmous Havvey, in the
‘_“qnlydamﬁelhad with lum(whwh was but_a little while
« before he died) what were the things which induced him to
f’wsfcﬁcuhmn of the blood? he answered me, that
! ice, that ‘the va;vesmth '
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some of its most " zealous abettors and propagators among
writers who would, without a moment’s hesitation, have re-
jected, as puerile and superstitious, any reference to final causes
ina phllosophlcal discussion,

e ¢E0ehn it B poatigng 1
.Dangcr Qf corgfoundmg Final with Physical Causes in the Philo-
o WP".'/ of the Human Mind.

- Having said so much -upo‘n the research of Final Causes in
Physics, properly so called, 1 shall subjoin a few remarks on its
application to'the philosophy of the human mind ;—a science

in which' the just rules of inv&'t'rgati’dn are as yet far from
bemg generally understood.. Of this no stronger proof can‘

be produced, than the ‘confusion between final and efficient
~ causes, which perpetually recurs in the writings of our latest
and most eminent moralists. The same confusion, as I have

already observed, prevalled in the physical reasonmgs of the
Amwtelwns ; but, since the time of Bacon, has been so coms-

pievely corrected, ﬁm, in the wildest tbeones of modem natu-

u o o0 ) el fashion, on ‘the one
cious phrases on the other, that it has found

nmwlyavmgédfwmtobetmcad : ) sy
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g wm'mtﬂmtbéumw the whole,
5 run, in all its effects:collateral and remote; as well
mmmm are immediate and’ diréct ; as it is' obvious,

; “mhkmnvmmpmng consequences, it makes no difference in"*
-am wdy, orat whut‘dxmdee they ensue -"—Mr Godwin

expressec iﬁmmlﬂ‘dn ‘this fandamental question of

' in wm!»!mm'dwided addnnt;\miﬂd& feb
\11 el g1 i w.{r & 1«'*‘4 gt

The owemtaons qnoted from Mr Smith.on the proneness of A
mmmhmsmaumwmm together efficient

;andMums.rfumhh a key to the chief difficulty &y ‘which'
the patrons of this hpwdm bwvery dm'gemwnym have

; mm&gtu/ 43l ol 5 urtd 56 G

'«MMA f‘im.U,g’! uif L4k .;x L) 'ui:-”» .mw ,’.rn'Am,o}d M.r

~ Amon f%’gui&ﬁmconw&l %hmhvdmmfmw

:uxiuw .uﬁ il 1 Gik m.h m*'r»x




o

; )Q’ir. ot
¢ .{:ﬁmaﬁ*
{ _1t

o o
R




érn.ﬁ.,rg’»#?:amo :w).vv,u nf%?:' MR R LI ;}'iﬂ s

© To'tlose who have been accustomed to vefiection the gene.
 ral analogy of the human constitution, and on the admirable
adaptation of its various parts to that scene it which we are
destined to act, this Tast consideration will; independently of
“any examination of the fact, suggest a very strong presumption
e p%n against the doctrine to which the foregoing remarks re-
late.' Foriis'it at all consonant with the other anangemenm
S0 wme]y caleulated for human’ happmess to suppose, that the
conduct of such a fallible and sharm-ghted creature as Man,
would be left to be regulated by no other prﬁteiple than the
private opinion of each individual concerning the expediency of
_his own actions? or, in’ other words, by the conjectares which
he might form on the good or evil resulting on the whole from an
endless train of future cunungencles" Were this the case, the
opiﬁiénb‘df mankind with respect to the rules of morality would
be as various as their Jjudgments about the’ probable issue of*
the most doubtful and difficult detenninations in politics. .
‘Numberless cases might he faricied, in which a person would not
- only claim ‘metit but actually possess. wiﬁ cmﬁeqﬁenoe*ww

~ tions which ﬁ?é*gewdly regarded wnwmngnaﬂuﬂmd ‘abhor

‘mmwww ‘admit such duties as' justice, veracity,
~ and Qyj,,_j-;__*fwu Wuﬁdf‘aﬂd‘ imbewavuy sanction-






utility, so strongly recommended o some
tsyi“theﬁbwerﬁﬂ genius' of Hume, and to others by the well-
merited popularity of Paley, the most satisfactory of all refuta~
tions is to be found in the work of Mr Godwin. It is unne-
cessary to inquire how far the practical lessons he has incul-
cated are logically inferred from his fandamental principle ;
for although T apprehend much might be ohjected to these,
even on his own hypothesis, yet, if sach be the conclusions to
which, in the Jjudgment of so acute a reasoner, il appeared tolead
with demonstrative evidence, nothing farther is requisite to il-
lustrate the practical tendency of a system, which, absolving
men from the obligations imposed on them with so command-’
ing an authority by the moral constitution of human nature,
abandons every individual to the guidance of his own narrow
views concerning the complicated interests of political society *.

"'® It is remarkable that Mr Hume, by fur the ablest advocate for the theory in ques-
tion, has indirectly acknowledged its inconsistence with some of the most important facts
which it professes to explain. ¢ Though the keart (he observes in the 5th section of hig
¢ Inquiry concerning Morals) takes not part entirely with those general notions, nor re-
* gulates all its love and hatred by the universal abstract differences of vice and vmue,
“:v{i’t.houuepratonl? and the persons with whmwenemoreindnnely connected ;
« yet have these moral differences a considerable imfluence, and being sufficicnt, at least
“ for discourse, serve all the purposes in company, in the pulpit, on the theatre, and
“m schools,”—On this passage, the following very curious note is to be found at
mx‘cme volume ; .m(by amny; which deserves to be added to the other
"5'“& md“ﬂewm&eﬁdﬂuofﬁdm»

xercises ‘{Mim&t wmmmu wmw @"m'm,
| “tioms MW,W - mm‘%wt\émm for want, of
: ?«cmw_"m not*uumk nnlcknwledgmont,l’im,
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One vei'y ‘obvious consndemtnon seems to
caped the notice of this, as ‘well as of many other late
quirers : That, in ethical researches, not less than in those
which relate to the material universe, the business of the philos
sopher is limited to the analytlcal mvestxgatwn of gencral laws
from the observed phenomend ; and that if, in any instance,
his conclusions should be found inconsistent with acknowledged
facts, the former must necessarily be corrected or modified by
the latter.  On such occasions, the ultimate appeal must be al-
ways made to the moral sentiments and emotions of the hu-
man race. The representations, for example, which we read
with so much delight, in those poets, of whatever age and
country, who have most successfully touched the human heart ;
—of the beroxcal sacrifices made to gratitude, to parental duty,
to filial pxety, to conjugal affection ;—are not amenable to the
authonty of any ethical theory, but are the most authentic re-
cords of the phenomena which it is the object of such theories
0 generalnze. The sentiment of Publius Syrus—Omne dixeris

- maledic ictum, quum mgratum hominem dizeris—speaks a language

WKhICh accords with eVery feeling of an unpervened ‘mind ;—it
speaks the language of Nature, which it is the provinee of the
in x‘ilx , not 1o criticize, but to listen 1o with reverence. By em-
in”' ohr ‘Teason to m‘tevﬁrét ahd to obey this, and the other
ral suggestions of ﬂxefﬁeﬁl‘t, we may trust with confidence,

mumu\m.h our most im

‘mmum \d commonly act upon it;

: ﬂmmmamnm%mmwaﬂh
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tio e and utsldy is the slow nasplt of extenswe and
phﬂosophwd combinations ; and it would soon cease to have
a foundation in truth, if men were to. substitute their own con-
ceptions of expediency, instead of those rules of action which
are inspired by the wisdom of God *. :

</t must not be concluded from the foregoing observations),
that, even  in ethical inquiries, the consideration of final causes
is to be rejected. On the contrary, Mr Smith himself, whose
logical precepts on this subject I have now been endeavouring
to illustrate and enforce, has frequently indulged his cunosnty
in speculations about uses or advantages ; \eems plainly to
have considered them as important o ‘,philosophical
study, not less than. efficient_causes. .y caulion to be
observed is, that the one may not be confounded with the

othe:.
oLy TR DTty DR it ry ) *

.Betweea tbese two dxﬁ'erent researches, however, there 1| ls,
both in physics and ethics, a very mtunabe connection, In
’mimucaseg. the. conm.deranon of ﬁnaﬁcruses has led to the
discovery of some general law of | nature, and, in almoht
every case,  the dawquery of a general ,lagv clearly pomts om;
~ some. mmubmqﬁoent purposes to whxch "ﬁ is subsement.

ndeed it is o;;@g the prospect of such agphcat,oys w}uoh
aders th_g“gwesqgatlon of generll laws mterestmg to the
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CONCLUSION pr PART SECOND.

e I

Ix the foregoing chapters of this Second. Part,. I have. et

deavoured to turn the attention of my readers to various im-
portant questions relating to the Human Understanding ; aim-
ing, in the first place, o correct some fundamental errors in
the theories cc  'nly received with respect to the powers
of intuition veasoning ; and, secondly, to illustrate
some doctrines co. . 1 with the ground-work of the induc-
tive logic, which have been either overlooked, or misappre-
hended by the generality of preceding writers. The bulk to
which the volume has already extended, renders it impossible
for me now to attempt a detailed recapitulation of its con-
tents :—Nor do I much regret the necessity of this omission,
having endeavoured, in every instance, as far as I could, to

: enable themoelhgent nﬁamm&ewafmyﬁb




only to reply, that my aim is not to supe
established branches of academical study ;

but, by inviting and encouraging the young philosopher, when

his acadnmml career is closed, to review with attention and
candour, his past acquisitions, lo put him in the way of sup=
plying what is defective in the present systems of education,

I have accordingly entitled my book, Elements—not of Logic

or of Pneumatology, but—of the Philosophy of the Human
Mind ; a study which, according to my idea of it, presupposes
a general acquaintance with the particular departments of li-
terature and of science, but to which I do not know that any
elementary introduction has yet been attempted. It is a study,
indeed, whereof little more perhaps than the elements can be
communicated by the mind of one individual to that of
another.

-+ In proof of this, it is sufficient here to hint, (for I must not

at present enlarge on so extensive a topic), that a knowledge
of the general laws which regulate the intellectual phenomena -

is, to the logical student, of little practical value, but as a pre-

paration for the study of Himself. In this respect, the anatomy

“of the mind différs essentially from that of the body ; the strue=

ture of the former (whatever collateral aids may be derived

from observing the varieties of genius in our fellow-creatures)

ng accessible to those alone who can retire into the deepest
2 ﬂmroym Memal frama, and even to dam present-
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__ of notice, must draw his chief materials ;
s only by comparing the conclusions of different writers, and

-subjecting all of them to the test of our personal experience,
that we can hope to separate the essential principles-of the hu~
man constitution from the unsuspected effects of education and
of temperament * ; or to apply with advantage, to our particus
lar circumstances, the combined results of our reading and of
our reflections. The constant appeal which, in such inquiries, -
the reader is thus forced to make to his own consciousness and
to his own judgment, has a powerful tendency to form a habit,
not more essential to the success of his metaphysical researches,
than of all his other speculatwe pursuits, -

Nearly connected with this habtt, is a propensnty to welgh
‘and to ascertain the exact import of words; one of the nicest:
and’' most difficult of all analytical processes ; and that upon
which more stress has been justly laid by our: best modern
logicians, than upon any other organ for the investigation of
truth. - For the culture of this propensity, no science is s0 pe~
culiarly calculated to prepare the mind, as the study of its own. -
operations.  Here, the imperfections of words constitute the.
. principal obstacle to our progress ; noris it possible to advance:
msmgle step, without ltmghngmgamst thc associations im-
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s of metaphorical terms, and of analogictl h
ng, therefore, from its various practical ap=
pﬁcauong add cconsidering it ‘merely as .2 gymnastic exercise
~ to the reasoning powers, this study seems pointed out by na-
ture, as the best of all schools for inuring the understanding to
a cautious and skilful employment of language as the instru-
ment: ofzhought.

goinpol donk |

" The two first. chapters of this volume relate to logical ques-

tions, on ‘which the established opinions appear to me to pre-
sent stumbling-blocks at the very threshold of the science. In
tre&ting of these, 1 have canvassed with freedom, but, I hope,
with due respect, the doctrines of some illustrious moderns,
whom I'am proud to acknowledge as my masters ; of those
more particularly, whose works are in the highest repute in
‘our ‘British Universities, and whose errors 1 was, on that
account, the most solicitous to rectify. For the space allot
ted to my criticisms on Condillac, no apology is necessary
to those, who have the slightest acquaintance with the pre~
sent state of philosophy on the Continent, or who have remark-
ed the -growing spread, in this Island, of some of his weakest.
and “most ‘exceptionable  theories —On various. controvemd,*
points connected with the theory of evidence, both demonstra-
. uwie;pwmenhl,lmu with some confidence, that I shall
nd to have. thl:own considerable light : in other instances,
‘been forced to content myself with proposing my
S 'y‘ing’&:e task of 1’solvmg tbem o ﬁxmre mqun'ers
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It is justly and p’hxlosophlcall y remarked ) ‘
“ thing tends more to the corruption of science than
“ to stagnate.  These waters must be troubled before "thEy:éiin
« exert their virtues. A man who works beyond the surface of
« things, though he may be wrong himself, yet he clears the
“ way for others, and may chance to make even hxs errors sub-
“ servient to the cause of truth *” *

it :

The subsequent chapters, relative to the Baconian Logic,
bear, all of them, more or lesS', in their general scope, on-the
theory of the intellectual powers, and on the first principles of
human knowledge. ~ In this part of my work, the reader will
easily perceive, that I do not profess to deliver logical pre-
cepts; but to concentrate, and to reflect back on the Philoso-
phy of the Mind, whatever scattered lights 1 have been able
to collect from the experimental researches to which that Phi-
losophy has given birth. T have aimed, at the same time (and
I hope not altogether without success), to give somewhat more
of precision to the technical phraseology of the Baconian
oéhool and of oorrecmess to thar tuetnphysxcal ldeas

 Before concluding thesc s}secﬂhuons, it may ‘not be impro-
: 'per to caution my readers ; ag'amst supposing, that when Ispeak
- of the Baconian school, or of t'be Baeonhnbgw,l mean iao e
ascribe entirely to the Novum Orgunon,
pﬁyﬁm science, since che eriod of it












