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B Efore the Reader proceeds to the 
following Hiftory of the Othman 
Empire.. it will \x!'ft!CJuifite to explain 

Come Parti~u1ars, conc:eming which the 
Chrifti"" Hiftorian. t~ to have l:iecn frc
q.ucntly and grony miftaken. The prin-
el ... l, of thefe are, , . 

I. The' reduCtiQa of the y~ c# the, 
Hfji!a, to the 'ChrijJitl,. /£r4. ' . 

n. The Name and Nation of the Z'urks. 
~n. The 'Origin , of the Otbmlin Race, 

which now fills the, fl',urltifo Throne. ' 

• The Hejira C(Jmpa~d 'lfJith Ibt Chriftian 
lEra . . . 

MMY ~iftOtianl, and thofe of no l~ttle 
Credit, have, as I find) referr'd feveral 
matorial Occurrences. co different Y,ears, 
fQrw1nt of an accurate lsnowledge. of the 
Ma'hrmcelan ..tEra, by- he 2"urb caIl'd Hajret, 
and 'by us Htjira. (;)f: thi~ I fhall pro
duce a remarkable inftance. Nothing cer
ainly, fince. the remova.l,.of the Imperial 

• Seat tQ ' Conft~/i1llJplt bas ha-ppen'<l more 
memorable than the ~king of that City 

' by me ur whereby all ChriftendoRl 
, Was in da • And yet, the y.ear pf that 
fatal per' 9£ ~t'eek Empire· .is ,fo (ar 

, from being kn,ow,\, that very learo~d 
W titers differ about it, fome pl1.cing it in 
the year 1452, others in 1453. Hence 
it may be inferr'd hpw many tTl'OB have 
been committed in other points of the 
Turlti./h Hift07' ~ the days of the Blrth, 
and Death 0 the SultanS, and the lik~. 
To remove thefe miijakes, I have thought 
fit to inquire a little more accurately into 
this computation, cfpeciaUy as I have 
made ufe of it in my Hiftory. I 1hall not 
ftay to examine the N:ame, or whether it 
beginsirom Mabomefs flight from Mecca 
to Medin~, or from his death, u fume Ma
bometans affcrt. It (uffices for my pur
pofe, to fhow how to reduce the years of 
the Turkifh £ra, to the year of our Lord, 
by . ~oJ1le inftaQC~ ~en from Chriflian 
Wm ngs. "' 

Ri~ioluJ very r' htly places the: begin
ning of the Htjira, in the year of our Lord, 
622, whofe words, (fince Authors differ 
chiefly about the day) I fhall here quote. 
" The difpute (fays he) is concerning the 

' \ 

, 
"day. For the Aftronomers, with At
" [raganus, Albutegnius, and Jordanus, 
" aftrOl1omicaIJy cOPJpute the y,ears of 
" th~ IJhmaelites aQd 'Iurks from 'l'hurfday 
cc t.be 15th of J I , becaufe OD that day 
u , hap~n'd the true New-Moon. But the 
U Arabians themfelves, and the '.turks, and 
" '.ith them t~ Chronol~ers, Scal~r. 
" and Peta'7Jius, PQlitic!llty' cqr1\lp~e fr 
" ,Friday the 16tR of J~ly, join'd with t 
" foregoing night, becaufc in the: nig 
" following the 15th day, 'Maho",et ffed 
" from Mecca, and the fame night, ,firft 
" appeared the New·Moon~ ,and therefore 
"die Arabians begin thei(, New-M,oon 
'" 011 the fixtb day of the Week or Fri
"Ja" which with them is n reckon'd 
"H9Iy." As Riccio/us has here mention'd 
two feveral ways of COffipU iog, without 
affigning the reafon, it may not be amj(s 
to 'inform the Reader, that Mahomet when 
he introduc'd his Religion into the World, \ 
gave this general Rule for the beginning of 
'the New~Moon, to the People ignorant of 
AftrQnomy : When "jof4 fCl the MooII, -begin tbe 
Fa.ft.; When 'OU fte. the MiJ.on, celebrate the Bai" 
ram. N QW as the Moon is n~r Jeen on 
the fira: day but fometimes on the' fecond, 
and fometimes (if the New-Moon happens 
at Sun-fet) not till the ~hird j 'tis no 
wonder, ,Mahomet himrelf, being illite- f1I' 

rate, or ~e Nations infeCted with his 
Superlfltl0n, who believe their Law-giver 
is to be tNftccl more than their reafon., 
Jhould ~e the feconQ day of the M OOll 

for the New-MoQl) itfelf, and by that r\~le 
appoint the Months, Fafts, apd Feftivalr. 
It is a1fo very probable that Mahomet be-
gan the computation of the Hejira from 
his fljght from Mecca. His Succeffors, not 
to derogate from the Law, or out of neg
ligtnce, or ,ignorance, have fix-d the be
ginning of the £ra, not from the A,fl:ro
nomical New-Moon, (whic:h by the Tef
timony of al1 the Mathematicians. hap> 
pen'd on Tbtt.rfday the 15th of July) but 
irom the Political, which fell out on Fri· 
Jay the next day, and fo appointed that 
day to be the firft of the Month Muhtlr~ 
;'tm. What has been faid is confirm'd by 
their prefent manner of computing, of 
which I have been an eye-wienefs. For 
tho' now, no~ only the day and hour, but 

alfo 
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alfo {he minute of the 'JeW-MO.r.; , ay ijh Hiftorians, on the 20th day of the 
be pretty exaCtly known by theIr ." pht- month 1emazi!ll wwl, in the y ar .of tbe 
merides, by them call'd Ruz,namche·, yet· Hejira 857- The Chriftians fay Rhodes was 
they never begin either the Ramazan or taken the 25th day of Deeember 1522, the 
Bairam II, till fome have teftified that they 'Ittrks, the 3d day of the month SIf/er, ill 

have feen the New-Moon. _ For this~a- the year of the Hejira, 929, and add. 
fon, every year about t11at time, cert~in that the fiege lafted five months, beginning 
Perfons are fent by the Sultan to a high in the month Ramaz.a1J, of the year 92 , 

mountain (nam'd Jftrajadaghy, about twelve and continuing the other three months of 
hours -l- diftant from Conftantinople towards "'the fame y.ear; namely, She'U'Uel, Zilcade, 
the Euxi"e Sta) [0 obferve the moment in dnd Zilhije, with the twO firft months of 

• which the New-Moon appears to their the next year, 71'9, Muharrem \lnd Sa
fight. When they fee it. three of them fer, on the 3d of whi h it was rurren
inftantly repair to the IjMmbol Effendifi or der'd. To thefe, I may add a famous in
Judge ot Conflantinople, one of whom ftance in the diploma of Sultan Murad III. 
declares, he has feen the New-Moon, and to the mperor Rodolphiu .JI, in which , 
the other two atteft his declaration. The both the year of our Lord, and of the 
New-Moon being thus prov'd by three Hejira, are exprefsly fet down in the fol
WitnefI'es, (for without that number. the lowing words : " On the firft day of Ja
Grand Seignor himfelf will not be credited "nuary, Anno Domini Jefu, (on whom be 
in this cafe) the 'I.ftambol Effendift immedi· "the divine favour and aid; 1584. which 
ately fends Cryers, at whatever hour it "will be the 27 th day of the month 1-il
l:tappens, to proclaim thro' the whole City, "hije in the 991 ft year of the tranfmigni- . 
the Ramazan or Bairam. By which means, "rion of our Great Prophet." But ac-

'have feen the Mahometans whilft they cording to Ricciolus's Table, the year of 
ave been eating and drinking, (pit out what the Hejira, 99 I, begins on 'Iuefday the 

they have had in their mouths at the voice 15th of January, 1583, and ends on Fri
ef the Cryer, and begin the Fall-. If a day the 3d of ]ammry, 1584; ,fo the 4th 
cloudy Sky hinders the Moon from being of January begins the year of --the Hijira, _ .. 
feen, or the Mdrengers are detnin'd by 992. Since then the month Z;/hiie is the 
the way, ",fre6 waiting the firft and fecond laft of the Hejira year, And (c.on1ffi:s of 
day, the People are commanded to abftain twenty nine days, it is evident i that the 
on the thirdJrom meat and drink, whether 27th of Zilhije, is [he ..firft .ofJJanua
the Witnefl"es'are come or not. In like man- ry, 1584. By means # thefe examples 
ner, the Faft is not ended till the fame Per- it will be eafy for the curious Reader to 
fons wienefs the appearance of ~ew. compare the years of the two k.ra's edge-
Moon of the Month Shrovel. ther, with the affiftance of a parallel afrro-

Tho' [his be fuflicient to remove the nomical Table, which I 1balJ annex to this 
Reader's doubt of the truth of Ricciolus's Preface .... 
computation, it may not be improper to Before I proceed to the 2d }Joint, I 111all 
confirm the fame by fome farther inftances. endeavour for the fake of eM: Curious, to 
To this purpofe, ferve the two memorable clear a doubt into which fome famous Hi
conquefts of Conftantinople and Rhodes. " The ftorians have fallen. 
former is faid. by ~he Conflantinopolita1Z Pa- The firft year of Othman I. Emperor of 
riarch to happen on 'ruefday the 29th of the 'lurks, is by fome, as Leunciavius, re

May, J453, and the mor accurate 'lurk- ferr'd to the year of Chrift, (300; and 

• The ch in all words markt with an Aflerisk is to be pronounced as in the Englifo words, cheap, rkh . 
..,..' Rama!tll'" or as the A,"abia"s write it, Ramada", is the ninth month of the 'TurlciJI1 year, during which the < '{urNS aft every day from meat, drink, and women, ' from Sun-Tirmg till night. But upon the appearance of the 

\ 

next w·Moon, the Bairam begin" which is a time of fealling and jollity. In /hart," the Ramaz.an anrwers to 
J,he'Chriltian Lmt, :lOd the Bairam to the Popifh Cama'llal. .J" 

Our Author (cem~ 11ere to reproach the <[ur/u for reckoning the New-Moon from the feeedl day, which afttT all, 
erves the purpore very well, and was a cuftorn us'd al(o by the 1t'Ws. But 1 would fain know, what a li'iined 

• <furl would think of our EccleJiaJlicalor imaginary Full-Moon by which we regulate all our Moveable Fenfis. And 
for our Old Style, woald he not think it ridiculous to hear us call that the firft day of a month, which is really the 
eleventh? In a word we knowingly and therefore abrurdly nick to an error committed by the Nicme Fathers thro' 
ignorance. and therefore in them the more excufable. Sure a time will come when we Ihall be willing to reform at 

• Ieatl: fuch obvious and palp:tble en"ors . 
../- The 'Turh r don the diftance of Places by Mours, which are fllppofed to be each about three of our miles. 

Our Author has anDcx'd no (uch Table in his Manllfcript. 
II, \ . ~ 



. 
'rj' The PRE.F·~/C . (' 
by others, as Ca/vijius, from Zacut~i, Jem~~ 'ul c7J7Jel, whore firIt d~y anfwe.}s to 
to 1303. 10 order to clear this matter it the 12'ch of January . . But it was before 
m uft be obferv'd, chat by th(' coofene of all fhown, that Otbma1t began r:~ reign. ,in die 
the rrurkijh Chronologers, Orcban Son and. year of the Hejira 700, the firft . day of 
Succefior of Othmqn took Prufo the Me- 1t~nqziul acbir, ,which is the 11 tli of Fe
tropoJis of Eithynia, in the ¥ear of the JIe- brtlary J 30 h • tho' in th~ Table, . the, year 
,iira 726, and was then fent for.by his dy- of r~e Hejira. 700, anfvyers to the year of 
jog fatner. That fhe fame year on the 10th Chrift, 13°0; therefore what was ~id of 
of Ramazan, Othman dying, Orchan fuc-,.; th,e beginning of OthmtI!J's reign is rightly 
c::eeded him in the Throne. But Ramaza"-. illferr'd. Hence, in my opinion, proceed
is the ni~th month from Mubarrem, the ed the mi(takl!s of L~tmcla'f)ius and others 
firft month of the Hejira year. Now the in their way of computing. 
loch of ·Ramazn.n fell that yea.r, (as ap- In the [arne manner the Hejira may in 
pears by the Chronological Table) on the any other years be eafily remuc'd to the 
Beh of .IIul.ujf • . Moreover it is affirm~d by Chriftian ./Era, by only feeing in the a ro
the '.turkijh Wricers of the greateft credit, nomicaJ Table on what day and year the 
that Othman reign'd twenty fix years, three beginning of any year of the Hejira r. lls. 
months, and ten days, {tho' Lct(nclq7Jius, by For inO:ance, the beginning of the year of. 
what aurhority I know not, afcribes to him, the . Hejira 699, which preceedcd Othman's 
twenty nine Lunar or twenty eight folar reign falls on Monday the 28th of Septe~; 
years) and was fucceeded by Orchan, the 10th ber, 1299, which therefore is the fir 

. Of. Ramazan, in theyear of the Hejira, 726. day of Muharrem. 
:Wherefore counting backwards from the Having ,thus fufficiently prov'd the firft 
Jpth of Ramazan, to the year of the He- year, month, and day of Othman's reigl'l 
jira, 700, and to the loth of , the fame by the fame method may be found out eh '. 
month Ramazan, we /hall reckon twenty year, month, and day of the death of Er
fix compleat years. -In liJ{e manner, dogrul, Othman's Father, who according 

- - counting l3ack three months, namely, to SaaJi, died in the year or the llc
Sbaba~ Rejeb. and Jemaziul achir, with jira 68o, (which begins on '.tueJday tlte 
the reo days of Ramazan, it will appear 22d of April, 128 I) and !.ncr.~re from 
that the I fi'r.!l: year of Othmal(s , reign was lhe firft year of Othman's reig~ to Erda
the 70&.th..of the Hejira, and begun the 1ft grui's death, there were inclu6vely nine
of the month 1ymaziul achir; anfwering teen years, feven month~.I " · ,~hich being 
to the 11th of I<ebruary, 1301. as appears trac'd .as before in Othman's cdfe, it will 
in the following Table, appear that he died the laO: day of Sbev7Jal 

C H RON 0 LOG I • A L TAB L E of the 
year of the Hejira, 700, anfwering 
[0 the ye~r of 'our Lord; 13°°. 

of me year 680, which anfwers to the 
IQth of February, 1281. So likewife 
may be found the time of Erdogrul's reign 
and Soliman's being drown'd in the Eu
phrates, which is unanimouOy afcrib'd to 
the year of the H,jira 616, that is, fixty 
four years inc1ufively from 680, the time 
.of Erdogrul's death, which being erac'd as 

H. 700. 

1.0NAR MONTHS. 

30 M1Iharrem. I. 

-9 Safur. 
go Rebiul rovel. 
29 Rabiu! achir. 
30 Jemaziul e7Jvd. 
29 Jemaziul achir. . 
3° . Rejtb. l'
~ Shabd/7. 
30 RamflZn.n. 
29 She7Jval. · 
go Zilcade. 
29 Zithije. 

A. C. 1 30~. 

SOLAR MONTHS. 

S~pt. 16. 
ott. 16. 
No 14. 
Dec 14. 
Jan. 13· A. 1301. 
Feb. II. 
Mar. 12. 

April II. 

May 10. 

June 9. 
JuI. ~. 
Aug. 7-

Ob(erve the Year of Chriit, '30 r, falls 
in this Year of the Hejira on the month 

before, it is manifeft that Soliman was 
drown'd anc,l Erdagrut began his reign on 
the frO: day of Zilhije in the year 61'6, 
which anfwers to the 6th of FebruarJ 
1220. 
, Thus likewife the ,ear of Soliman's ir- ~ 
ruption may be found out, which aCl;.or- & 
ding to Nijhrin, happen'd in the year of the -)I 

, Heji~a, 6 I I, and confequently four years ' 
and eleven months before his death, or on 
the laft day of lvlubarrem, in the year 61 I, . 
which anfwers to the loth of June 
1214. 

As Jmgbizchan's irruption is rriention'd 
by the Turkifb Writers about the fame rime 

with 

• 
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with SWim an's , and as Chrijfialz Autl or' 
diffe~ in\rhat point, I ilia}1 endeavour t? 
fix [he time. Niuphorus Gregoras ( who IS 
rather a Rhetorician than Hiftoriarr) fays 
(Lib. II.) that Jenghizchal~ in the year of 
Chrift, 1222, and of the Hejira 619, firft 
came down towards the Cafpian Sea. Loni
cerus wilJ have it to be in A. C. 1'2.02. 

H. 599. Calvifius in A. C. 1220. H, 6 ~ J. 

Riccio/us in A, C. 1212. H.609; But wah 
Tjle moft learned Saadi effendi of Larijfa, 
in his elaborate Synopfis Hifloriaru'm (pub
lifh d in J 696 , and dedicated to Sultan 
M tlflapha, Brolher and Predece{fbr of the 
prefent Sultan Achmet) colJetl:ed from the 
moll: cekbrated Hifl:orians, M rolanfJ Idris , 
N ejhrin and Saadi Tajutte"varicb, and Pe. 
rh.ovi" and He x,a rfen , I firmly hold that 
Solimarz Sbab, Father of Ertlrogul, firft de
'Farced from the City Nera, bordering on 
i1'r Ca/pian Sea, in the year of the Rejit-a, 
6II, which anfwers to the. year of CbriJi, 
1 2 r 4, and coming into Ajta minor, with 
his Oguziam, Jcnghix,chan's irruption hap-

~ p d either the fame, or the next year 
ich of the twO is uncertain) and Soliman 

thereupon remov'd towards Media. Hence 
thereforf' , on the authority of thefe Hifto
rians it appears that: Jeng,hizcall's invafion 
was one or .~ars after Soliman, in the 
year of the ejira, 6 12 or 613, that is, of . 

hrill:, J 2 15 or U I 6; in the 6th year 
the reign the Emperor Theodorus 

ifcaris. 

. ..., ." 

\ 11;.. COI1Cer1Jing the Name a11d Natiol1 of 
the Turks. 

Among the many Swarms that came 
from the cold regions of Scythia, the 

,,£,urks were not the leaft noted, as the 
~rfi an Annalifts abundantly teftify, as 
well as the famous Author of the Othman 
Annals '1'ajuttevarich, Saadt effindi, and 
what ' feems to he inferred from him in 
the L exicol1-Perfico-TurciculIl Nimelullah to 
e ,'n the word Turk, where it is {aid, 
, By this name are call'd the Inhabitants 
, of .,J:hata or Chnten (Kitahia or Great 
, Cfartary) who inhabit the Copchac·, Plains. 

And becaufe all of them have fair faces 
" and black eyes and eye brows, there
" fore the Perfian Poets call Lovers and 
"Gallan~s, y comparifon, Turks," But 
this· name 0 Copchacs· peculiar [0 a Tribe 
of the Tar/. s was afcer Jtngh;zchan's expe
dition Siv by the Perjiam to the whole , . -

~ . ' 

nation of Scythia"s, their Conquerors, as 
appears by lhe teftim nies of [he J>.trfim 
Writer, Thus the p'oec Shieh aadi, in 
tbe Preface of his. Guliftan or Rofory, dt:
c1ares the eaufe of his lea.ving his country 
Ghorafon tb this em a : ," Are you igno. 
"rant, my Fr' lid, why I foj'ourn'd' io~ 
" a time in 'foreign lim tes? 1 deparcc,d 
' ~ becaufe of the iniquities of the Turks!' 
Defcribing theit manners, h~ fay, in ano· 
ther Flact', "They are all the OPs. 0 ' 
" Men, but ' arc; like bloody Wolfs. At 
H home they are adorn'd "'iell good man
" ners like angels, but abroad are' an ar· 
" my of Lions." That h,e fpeaks of the 
Scythian nation of the Turks 'ho follow'd 
'lcnghiz.chan, is plain frqm the Lime in 
which he compos'd this Ro!ar~, namely, 
(as he fays himfeJf) in the ~ear of the Ht· 
jira, 656, in the reign of Ebube1cer, Son of 
Saadi, that is, forry four years before Otb
man, and torty eight after Je11ghizchan's Ex.:. . 
pedition. NicephoYus, menriofls by ' tht 
name of TurkJ, the People who in hIS time 
were fubjeCl: to Azadinus (fo he corruptly . 
calls Aladin) Sultan of ICOl1ium. "To d e 
" Emperor CTbeodorus J.ctftaris the your.ger, 
"in 1255) rhus · empJoy'd were .. bmught 
" (fays he) Letters from Niccea, Jignify~ 
" ing PaltCologus's flight to the Turks .. " 
That Mic.hael fle~ to this Aladin Sulran 
of Iconmm" ' ilia)l hereafter be thOW!) by 
the nnani11l0us teftimony of the ATftori
ans. ince therefore it is manifeft, the 
Name of the Turles was known to all Ajia 
long before Othman ~ and chiefly at
tributed to the Scythian Tribes that fol· 
low'd Jengbizchal1, and were difpers'd over 
PerJitz and Afia minor, it rcrmaim Cf) Jhow 
how this name came to be appr dated 0 

the Othmanidte. Soliman, Father of the 
Othman Race, Prince of Nera, treading 
in the fl:ep~ of the great 'Icngbjz.chan, came 
forth from his Country with fifty thon
fand Followers, the flower of che Scythia1: 
youth, and overran nOC only the neigh
bouring regions, bne aU Azerbejal1 and 
Syria, as far as Aleppo. When rhe news 

. of thefe Canquefl:3 was brought to che 
Pel'jiaIJ Court. immediately the name Tur,/(' .. 
common to the 'Jenghizehan Scytbial1s, was . 
givl!n alfo to this Army. Another reafon· · ·' 
of chis appelhnion, befides that b::fore 
mention'd out of Tajuttevarich and Nime· 
tultah, is alledg'd by the beft Perjian Wri· 
ters, namely, the tlglinefs of the Scythians 
jf compar'd with che Perjiam, on which 
account 1'ttrk, the name formerly of [he 

beautiful 

-
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beautiful nation of Copthacs*, was by the that word to be us'd but in referencJ to the 
Poets, ironicaJly given to them. After language, as '1'urkije PilurmiJin? po you 
Soliman's death thele Forces being difpers'd, underftand 7urkiJh,~ Olhmanije rilurmiji" 
when upon Jcnghiz.can's Invafion, many being improper. For Othmanije denotes po
Perfian Satrapo: or Governors, (who pre- litenefs of manners, as on th,e contrary, 
fided over Syria, Armenia, Paphlogonia, 'Iurkije fignifies rude and unciviljz'd. 
Cilicia, Mejopotamia, Pht811icia, Phrygia, Hence the common fay ing, 'rurk Muddeti 
and the reft of ,the Ajiati'k Kingdoms ly- um t'inde: A ':turk thro' the whole courfe of 
ing between Pont us Euxinus, the Cafpian his life: that is, he will always be a clown, 
Sea, and the Euphrates) had taken the op- and never learn the politenefs of the 
'rortunity to 1hake off the !,erjian yoke, Othmam. 
Aladin Sultan of Iconium, ' the moft power- Very probably to a Reader, vers'd in Hi'
ful of thefe Princes, refol v'd alfo to de- ftory, a doubt will here arife, fince he finds 
ftroy tlie remains of the Jenghiz.chan Forces, that 'rurlciflan, a Country lying between 
who continually infefted his dominions. the Chagataian'* 'rar/an and the ChitJeft. is 
But be'ng by them coaquer'd and expell'd affign'd by moil: of the antient and modern 
his Kingdom, he fled to his Friend Mi- Geographers for the Seat of the 'furies or 
chael PaitEologus the Greek Emperor, and '1'urcomans. But as by a very grofs error, 
defiI"d his affiftance. As he died in this the '1'urks and 7urcomans are confounded, 
exile, his Son MelekJhab (corruptly calI'd fo by a no lefs miftake il, ':;:urkifla1z made the 
~y Nicephorus, Mololco) who afterwards af- ' Seat of Both. This is eefu ted by the lUOft( 

,fum d the name of Aladin II. finding he accurate Hiftorian Saadi, wnen he expref
. was 'o,nly amus'd by Palceologus, and ha- ly affirms, that the Princes who from the 
: "ing in vain de£ir'd leave to depart, prj- ChineJe Provinces join'd 'ramerlan, c!ltne 

' 'V:ltely retir'd by the help of his People, from '1'urlcifla1Z. His words are: ., 0 the 
into his Country; where being join'd by "Kings of 'l'urkiflan, twenty fam ~l~ \ I 

the Great Men of bis Father's Kingdom, "Princes join'd their forces with '1'imur, 
he rrot cnly freed them and himfelf by his "and pitch'd their Tents in his camp." 
valour.from tbe Scy thian yoke, but reco- But that the '1'ttrks are defcended from the 
ver'd his paternal dominions, and forc'd Oguz.ian 'rarlflrs I {hall den onfrrate when I 
many of his Enemies to fub~it to his Em- come to fpeak of the origin f the Othma" 
pir!':"'_Thefe he deprives of 'their Arms, Race. As for the '1'urcomans to whom the 
and to il:iBe their martial Spirit, lJlixes them Grand Seign or now give,., a Prince, ani 
with the Country Peafants to exercife agri- rel1}oves him at pleafure,"c'he ; have no fi -1 

culture, and calls them by the common halJitations, but live in Tents, (call'd 0 ,;) 
name of 'rurh, w,hence it came to pafs anct"wander up :lnd down as far as Erz.er~ 
that he who before was caWd SCltrapaJ of thro' part of Armenia major (formerly Af ! 
the PerjianJ. or Sultan of Iconium was now fyria) which even now is by fome Chrifli'alJ 
ftiI'd Sultan of the 'rurks. A bout this Writers, call'd '1'urcomania, a name un
time, So/tmeijZ, Grandfather of Othman, be- known to the 'I'urki/h Annals. For all the 
ing drown'd n attem~ting to fwim the Eu- , antient'1'urkijh Hiftorians and Geographers 
phraus, Aladin appoints his Son Erdogrul, call Armenia major by a fynonimolls n:lm,... 
famous for his warlike Virtues and Ex- with ours, Ermeniyei Kubra, and Armel1;a 
ploits, and after his death, his Grandfon, minor they are us'd to call Ermcl1iyei Stt
young Othman, General of his Armies, gra, which perhaps is a good argument 
Aladih dyin~, (as the 'fu'rlcijh Annals re- that they are not originally Natives of that: 
bte) without Heirs, Othman is- unani- Country. They all profefs the Mahome
mouOy prodaim'd Sultan. Whereupon co tan Religion, but for want of H ufes, 
banifh from his People the ignominious and ' neglect: many Precepts of the KrJran, pa 
odious name Tm;k, he order'd it to be con- ticularly, peaying five times a day. Son! 

,6n'd to the Peafants, and the reft to be of thefe People, were by Sultan Mt 
, .. caU'd Othmanli or Othmans, Then remo- rad IV. forced to remove into Europ s 

ving his Seat from Iconium to Neapoln, and were put in poffeffion of the Pla ns 
(call'd by them Enifberi) he order'd him- between the mountains of Bemus, (call'd aL 
felf to be ftil'd Emperor of the Othmans, this day Chenghc- by the 'rurks) from Aetos, 
and not of [he Turks. On thefe accounts (a nared Town at the foot )f Remits) [0 

the Othman Port, will not at this day be Philippolis, where after the cu itom of their 
caJl'd tbe 'rurldjh Court, nor ,does it fuffer NatiQn, they live in Tents, a d cllltivate 

......... the'tt" 
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their la ds, but however, are much more 
civiliz'd han thofe of Ajia. But that the 
mode"rn 'l"ttrks fhollid derive their original 
from this Nation, I don't find it fo much 
as conjeB:ur'd even by the Hiftorians of 
thefe People. Only indeed they are the 
fame, who were firft f ubject to Aladin, 
and after ards to Othman the. firft Sultan 
of the Othmanidre, of which more largtly 
under .the following Head. Hence we 
i~ftly infer, that the contrary co~mon o
pinion is founded more on the Ignorance 
of the Europeans in the! Eaftern languages, 
and on the found of the Words, than on 
the Truth of the T ling. 

" " III. Origin of the Othman Race. 

\ It feems peculiar to the moft ill~ftrious 
R-a es in the World, to have eIther a 
doubtful or fabulous 0 igin. If we view 
[he begiHnings of the moll: noble Grecian, 
Per Lan, or Roman Families, what do we 

t with but Fables and ridiculous Fiai, 
,-, s of the Poets, concerning their Origin. 
If this was the cafe among the molt polIte 
nations of the World, what is to be ex
pected from Barburiam, {hangers to learn
ing? ThQ'. 1Qon after the ioundation of 
this Empire everal Turkijh Writers, com-

os'd fabul s H "ll:ories, for inftance, 
hat call'd arichi Alothman, (from 
:lEmCe fom C rijtiatJ A ut~ors feerlj to 

borrow their Chronology of the Othman!) 
they are not approved by the '.turks, and 
2J'e birterly inveigh'd againn~ in 'l'ajut-
tevarich. Thus we read chat fome derive 
the Rife of the '.turkijh Empire from the 
downfal of the 'I'artarian Dominion, and 
others, from a Band of Robbers, and find 
but very few have di~ over'd the true 

rigin of the Race which now reigns. 

I. As for thofe who begin the Growth 
of the Turkijh from the downfal of the 
Tartarian, Empire, leaft they fllOuld teem 

ert it without grounds, they frame a 
long feries of 'rartarian Chaus, but agree 
neither in their accounts of the years, 
no{ ill FaCts. Niapborus Gregoras faya 

19bixcha11 (whom he calls SitziJchan) ap
ear'd about the ye- r 12'22 (more rightly 

in 12 I 6 as we have {hown) in the reign of 
johannes D cas. jenghixchan dying, leaves 
two Sons, hatao! and 'Ielepugas. Cbalaos 
leaving t Ca/pia'l Sea, and the river lax-

' artes t e NOrth, defcended thro' lower 
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Ajia, but Telepugas, having fettled Ihis 
Empire, pafs'd, rewards the South, over 
the Mountains of GaucaJus and the GaJpian 
Sea, and marched thro' the Territories ot 
tbe Sauromatte and MeJJagelte, fubduing 
not only them, but all the NatIons inhabi
ting about the Palus Mlrotis and Tanais. LQ
njcerus, who p"laces Jmghixc~afJ' s expedition 
in 1202, relates, that having ovt:rturn'd 
the Kingdom of the Indians, he f, unded 
the Empire of. Great Tartary, and reign'd 
twelve years in Ajia. He was fucceedt:d 
(fays he) by his Son Hocala n, and he by 
Majuzchan who took Alltiocb fronl the 
Chriftians in 1260. Majuzchall dying, lie~ 
lio , and after him, in 1280, fib l~(aga, 
reign'd. This laft was fucceeded by rana~ 
godorus, who embracing ChriftianilY, wu 
call'd Ni~olaus, but returning aftt:rwards to 
his old Superftition, took (fays he) the 
name of Mahommed. Battus was his Suc
ceffor, but dethron'd by GaJan on of fir, "" 
go, who about the year 13 I o~ overr"nn aH" 
Syria. Aftrr Cafan, came Garbadagrus , 
under whom the Empire of tbe Tartars in 
Ajia falling to decay, that of Othman was 
erected. In this feri of 'I arlar . Kings, 
L01licerus reckons one hundred arld eight 
years, and others ninety eight. But, to pafs 
by all the forementiont:d Names, entirely 
unknowtl and .foreign to the 'I urkifo Lan · 
guage and Bill:or"y, it is agreed by alywho 
have left written Hiftoric£ of the Eaftern 
Nations, that the '.tartarian Princes, Suc
Leffors of Jenghizchan, were in the year of 
the Hejira 656, and of Chri(l; I 258 ~ 
(forty.four yt:ars before Othman) fubdued 
by Ebubekir Son CJf Saadi, King of Perjia, 
and their Provinces reftor'd to the Perfian 
Monarchy ~ except thofe whic!"l were held. 
by fome of the Salrapa:, who in the ex
pedition of the Tartars, took (as I have 
1ilid) the opportunity to fet up for them
{i lves, among whom were Aladin, Sultan 
of [conium, and Soliman, Grandfather of 
Othman. Hence it is evident that the Tar
tarian Kingdoms in Afia were overturned 
by the Perjial1s Jong before the beginning 
of the Othman Empire, which therefore 
could not derive its Origin from thence. 

( 

ii. There are alfo other Chrijlian Hifro- \ 
rians, who, perhaps out of envy, fay that • 
Otbma1J firft Emperor of the Turfo, was a 
Man of mean Eftate. who gathering together 
a Band of Robbers and Murderers, fell 
upon his Neighbours, and by force or poli-
cy opprefs'd all, both of his own and other 

( c) ation9 
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Nations. To this opinion, though it wants; 
I think, no confutation, as being in itfelf 
improbable, '[will not be amifs to oppofe 
the authority Glf Chalcocondyla.r, who aI
moO: alone of all [he Greek Hiftorians that 
have writ of the 'I'urkijh Affairs, defel'ves 
credit. In his firft Book he affirms, "that 
cc Othman firft Emperor of the 'l'urks both 
U by his Father Erdogrul and Grandfather 

. " Soliman, was among the Turks as well 
" illuftrious for his Birth as renowned for 
" his Virtues." 

III. 'Others there are who think a little 
more honorably of fo great a ract', and 
gram ir was deriv'd from a noble Family 
of the Oguzian 'I'artars~ but omitting its 
true Author, Soliman Shah Prince of Nera, 
introduce other names of Tribes unknown 
to the TurkiJh Annals, as the Evrenejii, the 
,Ebrenenfes, the Turacambi or Turacani, the 

, Michaloglimfes and Malcochoglienjes* &c, &c. 
" The" four firi\: of thefe names neither fig
. nify any thing etymologically, nor do I 

. remember to have feen them in any 'I'ur!c
ijh Hiftorian, except EvrenuJ, or as feve
ral read it, Ornusbet,. General under Mu
rad I. anti the firll: that was call'd Prince of 
Greece, flS will appear in the following Hir
tory. The Families of the Micha/ogli and 
Malcochoglj· are moft certainly. private Fa
milieS:...anJ y, and not ve.ry · antient. For 
Michael Koffi was Head of the firft, who 
being related in blood to the Comnenian 
F ~mily, and abjuring Chriftianity fled, as 
the TurkiJh Hiftorians fay, to them. He 
flourifhed under Sultan Orchan, an evidence 
of which is the Stone-Bridge at Adrianopl£, 
built over the River Tunje by his Son or 
GranMon, ·which frill goes by the name of 
Michalogli Kupriji, that is, the Bridge oj 
Michalog!i. , Of the fame origin:.1! is the 
Family of the Malcochogli*', whofe Author 
by the common opinion of the rur1cs is of 
Bulga1'ian or Sirbic ExtraCtion, who chan
ging his Religion wenr over to them, nei. 
ther is the name of the Ma/cocboglians* heard 
of, but in ongs wherein the Tu,lcs ufe to 
celebrate the Ac:.ions of Great Men. -ifto · 
ry). is entirely fileat about him. He flou
rilh'd under Mahomet who took Conflanli-

I tlople. 

IV. Moreover, fome in numbering the 
Oguzian Race, feign fuch unheard of 
names, that they may juftly feem barba
rous to the Barbarians themfelves, as, 0-
gu'Zalpis, who, they fay, was Fatber to Er-

dogrul, and Duzalp,is, Fatller of Oguzalpis 
nnd Great Grandfather of Othman. f Others 
no , lefs . barbarouO.y divi(le it ihto four 
Branches', the Nambuci; Candelori, Cara
mani, and OJhmllni. Of thefe names 
on-ly DltZtNpis is Turlcifh~ The Caratltani, 
though very noted in th'e Eaft, are how
ever falfe)y numbered with the! 9guzians. 
For the Founder of this Family, Carama
nogti, who gave his name to his Dominions 
and Race, as one of the Perfia.'# Satrap~ 
or Governors, that on Jenghizr;han's inva
fion, threw off the Perjian yoke; but his 
Pofterity are defcribed by the Turkijh Hif
torians as Enemies to the Growth of the 
Othman Empire; nor was their Dominion 
encire!y dcll:royed till the Reign of Sultan 
Mahomet, who rook C01fJfa-ntinople in the 
year of the Hejira 872. 

V. Having fufficiently examined the" a= 
r 

rious opinions of the Writers in general, 
I {hall now proceed to the Sentiments of 
fome particular Authors of Note. . 'he 
lirA: that occurs is Laonicus Chalc()condy s~ 
a Man not only to be reckoned am on 
the CJaffick Authors, but to be deem d a 
very diligent fearcher into the Othman Af
fairs. He collects the 'various opinions 
concerning the origin of , th~ Turks, and 
thus briefly relates them in ~ is firA: Bool • 
I. Some (fays he) think, w.~ ~urks (thac 
is the Othmans) are deri' "rom [he Scy ' 
thiarv, whom they alfo call '1'artars, a 
that whilit the Parthians flourifh'd, theY' t' 

broke out feven times from ~al1ais, and as ! 
often laid waite Higher AJia. They ima.
gine this conjeClure is confirmed from 
hence, becaufe (fay they) there are now 
to be feen, as 'cis reported, many of this 
Nation difperfed over Afia, refembling 
the Scythian Nomadce in their manners an 
way of Jiving, that is, they have no fix' 
Habitations. He adds farther, they alfo 
endeavour to confirm their opinion, that 
the '1'ttrks are of Scythian extraCtion, by 
another argument, namely, becaufe the 
barbarous Nations of Turks, which in! 
bit Lydia, Ca ria , Phrygia, and Cappadocia, ~ .j 

are known to differ neither in l.angt!age .. 
nor Cuftoms from the Scythians inhabiting 
between '.l'anais and Salmtttia. 2 . Thel . 
are a]fo (fays Cha/cocfmdylaJ) who fuppo 
the 'fur/a to be defeended from the Par
thiam. For it is agreed (fay t~y in pl'Qof 
of their opinion) that the Part 'ans, whel'l 
difrrefs'd by the wandering Bc t iall$. (who 
from changing p~re3 aTe can' 'll ad(1:) 

came \ • 
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came i,nto Lower Ajia, and liv.e in the fame 
m~nel\ with the others, and appear difper
fed' thro'llgh their Towns, and from thence 
that race of Men happened to be called 
'1'urks, as much as to fay, Nomada:. , , 

How weak this Interpretation 'of th~ 
word '1'urk is, abundantly ap.pears, I think, 
from what I have before faid of the true 
Etymology of the Turkifo name. 3. Others 
imagine the '1'urks came from Turca, a 

. large and rich City of Perjia, and at laft 
poffefs'd themfelves of Lower Afia. 4. 
Some alfo are pleafed to think that they 
C:lme out of Ctelo-Syria and Arabia or Scy
thia (perhaps this iliould be P(rjia ) ha
ving with them their Lawgiver Omares 
(more truly Omerus,) and at length acqui-

. r.ed the Empire of Ajia, living like the 
Nomadtc. 

After Cbalcocrmdylas had thus ihown the 
var~us opinions of feveral Writers, he in 
the end agrees with them who affirm the 
'1'urks to come from the Scytbians. For, 
fays he, it is evident, the Scythians who 

T • e at this day in Europe towards the Eaft, 
~re exaCl:ly like the 'I'urks in their Com
merce, Cuftoms, and manner of life. 

VI. At 1aft, Chalcocondylas bei ng about 
to give his o~n bpinion, rejects the a1moft 
dry Rivuleti, and draws the Truth from 
the very F~ ptain. "I find (fays he ) 
" when the ~ aii-& of the '.Turks was great-

ly increafed, it was diyided into feveral 
" Tribes, among which the Tribe of the 
~, Oguziam was one. Of thefe was born 
v. their Leader Duzalpes, (the fame that 
" is called in tho'1'u,.kijh Annals, Kiya Aleb, 
" Father of Solima'l, Grandfather of Oth
"man) a Man ftudious of juftice and 
"equity. This Perfon, I find to be 
" much praifed for his fortitude, and to 

be fo juft, that the contending par
" ties chofe him for Arbi er in every af
" fair, and both fides gladly acqoiefc'd in his 
" Sentence. Tbe Oguzialts feeing this 
" Man's equity, prevail'd by their repeat-

ed intreaties with the King of that 
" Country. to make him their Judge." 
. The explal~er ?' Chalcoco1'ldylas, wrongly 
ntcrprers this Kmg [0 be Aladi1l, Sultan of 

ittm. ] "A her trus, they delivered 
" thrn1felves up to Duzalpn, to d<> wi~h 
, them what he lhould deem beneficial 

". '0 the zia"s. Afterwards when his 
u Son O1.u al~s [he will appear prefentJ}Il 
to be the arne with Soliman Sbah] bad. t c1a' the ute of the Oguziam, he 
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" afpir'd to R oyalty, nnd by warring on 
" the Greeks, foon grew 'to be very fa
" mous in Alia. Moreover his Son Ortho
" gules," [hence it plainly appears that 
OguzalpeJ is our Soliman Shah, Prince of 
Nera] " havmg made himfelf iIIuftrious 
" by his Actions in Ajia, was at length 
f' {ene for by Aiadin, and by him greatly 
"efteemed!' Thus far Lao11icus Chalco-
condylas. . 

VII. After Laonicus, but not of fo ap~ 
prov'd credit, comes 'Johannes Gaudier, no 
carders interpreter of the 'I'urkijh Al'lOals. 
Neverthelefs, he has, as I thiuk, . tOO bold
ly afferted fo r truth what' he has taken 
from fome '.TurkiJh Chronicle, concerning 
the Othman Race. In the firft place, he 
fets down fome names very corruptly, and 
fometimes not in their trlle order, with 
fome inconfiftencies as [0 times, place~, 
names of Nations and plCticular Men; 
The firft (fays he) t,hat rul'd the 'Turks 
was Othman, Son of Erdogrul, Son of Soli - .
man Shah, Son of Gabielpis, <)on of CaJulb,,:.. 
gao Thus far he was right, but then fol
Jow twelve corrupt n!mes f<:arce to be tra
ced in the '1'urkifh Annals. After which, 
he adds that he recites only thefe ~\lenteen 
Patriarchs of this Race, bu t that the rerr, 
whofe names are unknown to him, wight 
in a continued ,Series be carried-... tJp to 
Japhet Son of Noah. Then he proceeds 
to declare the Origin of the Othman race9 

and afferts what is contrary to almoft all 
the opinions, and ef pecial1y to ChalcocofJ
dylas. "'vVhilft (fays he) the Family of 
the Oguzians reigned in continual fucceffion 
over the Pa,.thians~ they were plain and 
uncivilis'd, but afcerwards emb"racing the 
Mahometan Religion, they made the City 
of Machan the Seat of their refidence. 
When Soliman Shahus reigned over the 
Parthialis, [Oguzia1ZS] [he famous J enghiz 
made an irruption into Parthia, and de
ftroy'd Belcha aDd Chora/an, but CuriJemis 
Shahus, Prince of Be/cha, rerifhed in his 
flight. Sultan Aladines of Seljukian extrac
tion, flying from Parthia to the Country 
of ,unan [which this Author thinks to Qe 
the prefent Caramania, but in reality jtt: , 
1tan, is I().nia] and feizing thF City Savafla, 
[whence he fhould Illve this I don't know] 
affum'd royal Power. At the fame lime 
MachMl being totallY" deftroy 'd, Soliman 
Shahus giving way to the violence f the 
cra,.tars, and leaving Parthia ( perhaps this 
fhould be PaJria) repair'd tD' Erzinga [he 
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means Ezerbejdn j from thence l'enettating 
into Romania, came to Arr:ajia, [entirely 
contrary to Hi'f\:oricaJ Truth.] Then al
tering his cOUl·fe, he goes to ChaiePPtls, 
and when he in camped at the City Jaber, 
on the banks of tbe Eu phrates, and firft 
attempted to fwim the River on. horfeback, 
is drown'd. Solimall had three Sons, whofe 
names were SUl1gargenjis, Giudogdis, and Eru
cules Father of Othman, Founder of the 
Othman Empire. 

VIII. .Having thus given the Opinions 
of other Hiftorians in this A ffair, it re
mains now to .fhow as clearly as I can, 
the true Origin of this illuftrious Race. 
Soliman Prince of Nero, is by all the Hif
torians of his Nation, and alfo by the more 
accurate Chriflian Vvriters, af'firm'd to be 
Fore-father of the ~urkijh Emperors, the 
Glory of whofe Anceftors, as it is but 
d!lrkly fet rth by the :rurkijh Hiftorians, 

'. I thinl~ it in vain to feek for a clearer ac
cOllnt in Qther Writers. Neverthelefs it 
i"s (0 far agreed by all, that Soliman was of 
the nobleft OJ!,uzi(u~ Family among the Scy
thi1Z1IS, aqd Head ora Hord or Tribe of 
crartars near the Ca/pian Sea, whom they 
vu.lgarly call Conar Cocher- :ratar ta yleli, that 
is, flay ing and going, as much as to fay, with
out fix'd <Habitations. l' am ,inclined to 
believe-,they dwelt between· the Cafpian Sea, 
!lnd the Lake now called by the Inhabitants 
Carabogaz, where at this day the Scythians 
who are now called Caracalpak, lead a 
wandering life, and [peak the Turkilh Lan
guage, though the Turles greatly differ ii-om 
chern in their manners a·nd way of living. 
By thefe, ~s. well as by the neighbouring 
People, Solz man was proclaimed by the 
name of Sbah. (By the way, Sbah in the 
Perfiall Tongue is more honorable than 
Chan, and lignifies a Prince to whom the 
Cham are fubjetl:, hence the King of Perfia 
'affeCts the title of Shah. But Chan is the 
fame as a GO\Ternor of a Province, and 
much like a Vizir or Bafha, who has the 
privilege of three Horfe-Tails.) Whether 
Soliman rec~iv'd this dignity from his An
~eftors, by Heredirary Right, or acquir'd it 

• by hi! own Worth, fince no Hiftorian 
lmt Chalcocondylas, clearly mentions ir, I 
fi1all not take upon me [0 determine. . 

IX. Before I proceed, it will be proper 
to inlarge a little on what has been juft men
tion'd, namely, that after Jt11ghizchan's ex

,f('dition, and the deftruCtion of the Pe'".fi-

an Monarchy, moft of the Satrap(/!, qr Go· 
vernors of the Perjian Provinces ~twetn 
the Euphrates and Mediterranean,' made 
themfelves iudependent, and rul'd in their 
own names. This fecms to be hinted by 
Nitephorus in his feventh Book. "But 
" (fays he) the TurKs [note that he calls 
all the Satraptt lhat revolted from tRe Per
fiarl King, Turks J " by agreement divided 
" among them by lot all the Provinces of 
H the Roman jurifdiClion." Then he adds ( 
the names of the Satrapa:, but fo corrupt-
ly, that without the aid or Hiftory they 
could not be thought the fame with the 
forementioned Satrapte, whofe true name;; 
thus occur in the :rurkiJh Annals. Chur-
zern Shah (King of Cajpia, for Churzem 
among ,the Turks, lignifies the Ca(pian Sea, 
whofe name tho' they do not mention, yet: 
they fay he wasfubdued by Jenghizchan) Ca
ramanogli, Azerbejan, Germianogfi, Hami¥rf"'i~ 
Kutrurn Bayezid. /sfindarbeg, Abmedhola-
mir, 'lcHebeg, Zuulcadirbeg, and the chief 
of all, Aladin Sultan of l conium, who alone 
enjoy'd the name of Sultan. I fhall dwelL, .. 
no longer on thefe matters, each of whic~- I: 
the Reader will find in its proper place, in . 
my Annotations. 

X. When thefe things had thus happen'Q. 
in the third year, (as I have iliown) after 
Jmgbizchatl's Expedition, dJr Soliman, 
Prince of Nera, and of a Dfj' e of Oguztans. 
with 6fl:Y rhoufand feleCt Scythiam, pafs'd 
Mountains of CaucaJus, and at 09ce 0 
ran all Azerbejan (or Media) to the h 
ders of Syria. But I imagine it will no 
be unworthy the Reader's Curiofiry to look 
back a liccle to the manner, occafion, and 
time of the coming forth of the Patriarch of 
a race at prefent fo illuftriol1s. 

XI. Saadi Effmdi Author of the Annal, 
fo approv'd by the Othmans, thus defcribes 
the manner and occaGon of Soliman's ir
ruption. Ancient Writers, (fays he) who 
have faithfuJly tranfmitted the Knowledge 
of things to pofterity, relate, that . 
Alfuijuk, (i. e. the Seijukian Tribe) remo-, 
ved from Ma'l/crmnubar (a Country beyond 
the Oxus towards the CaJpian Sea, known alfo 
to our modern Geographers) to the L 
of Iran (a Country below the OXUJ, reach
ing to the Perjian Sea, and on the WeLt to 
the q'igris) with them a1fo Kiy Chan (fa-
ther of Soliman Shah) Prince 0 the Oguzi4 

ans, departed with his Tribe fro Mer ufoa h-
jan, and poifefs'd himfelf of the i.ty Ma-

chan. 1 
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chan. But after '}enghizchan's Irruption, 
Soliman Shah Son of Kiya, or as fome 
writ it, \{(iya aleb Chan, whofe Dominio~s 
now reached to Ahlad (Part of Armenta 
major) when he faw the rage ~nd cruelty 
of tbe Jengbizchan-'I'artars to be Intolerable, 
was forc'd to relinquifh his Po{feffions, 
and with his people to move in queft of 
new Habitations towards Rum (fo part of 
Anatolia or Ajia minor was caIJ'd by the an
tient'I'urkijh Writers.) Thus far Saadi Ef-

I ftndi, concerning Solima1Z'S leavin~ his <;~un
try, after which he relates the Expeditions 
of Soliman and his Sons, which the Reader 
will fee in their proper place. 

XII. Befori, a much older Hiftorian 
tpan Saadi, fays, the Ogttz ians (who ac
cording to Chalcocondylas, chofe Soliman's 
Father for their Prince) poffefs'd the Coun
tr~f Ablad J 70 y('ars before Soliman, and 
in 6~ of the Hejira made their firft expe
dition, under Soliman, towards the Re
gions of Afia minor. But the '}tnghizcban
Tartars having left nothing undeftroy'd, 

, . iima1t with his followers deferting Ajia mi
'no,., remov'd back to Azerbejan, and there for 
fome rime lead a Country or unfecc1ed Jife. 
At laft in (he year of the Hejira 616, 
prefs'd with want of neceffaries in thofe 
uncultivated Pares, he advances a fecond 
time with 50000 felect Men, towards I 
Rum to recover his former poffeffions. 

hen he was 'Come attended with fuccefs as 
ar as the Euphrates, he attempts to fwim 

the River on horfeback and is drown'd. . 
\ / 

• XIII. Solimtln left four Sons, Sungurtekin, 
jUl1dogdi, Erdogrul gaji, and Dindar or 
Dumdar. Of thefe the two firft return
ing to their antient Seats are entirely pafs'd 
over in filence by the'I'urkijb Writers. Er-

ogrul and Dumdar with their part of the 
orces, firft pirch'd th ~ Tents in a place 

~all'd SyrmaINchukur .. •. Dumdar dying hele 
ln a few days, Et'dogrul moving towards 
.Ajia minor fubd ed feveral Afiatick Pro-
vin,.C6s, and rom his compelling the van
quifh'd to pay tribute or embrace his Re
]jgion, obtain'd 'he name of Zeletis, a 
Dart?e famous in thofe parts. Erdogrul, 
fcmng the moft moderate bounds to his 

Qod fortune, Jeaft he fhould feem tyran
nic 11y to defire the polfeffions of others, 
fends in humble manner his eldeft Son Sa
r"yati (aft rWArds celebrated by the Epi
t~et Savu 'hibeg*) to Aladin Sultan of Ieo
mum, de ring a Habitation fomewhere in 

his Kingdom for himfdf and follower!!. 
ALaditz readily grants his reqneft, prudently 
thinking it better to make this powerfu l, 
though new, Neighbour, his Friend than 
his Enemy. Wherefore he honorably 
fends back Saruyati with A III ba{f..1dors to 
Erdogrul, alfd promifes, if by his valour 
the remains of the J engbizcbal1 T'arltzrJ are 
driven out of' his Dominion~ , not only ro 
place him at the Head of his Armies, but 
affociate him in his Empire. For tbis ag d 
Prince did no~ fo much want Soldiers, 
Courage, Riches, and Strength, as a good 
General againft fuch troublefome Ene mi es. 

XIV. Neither was Aladin deceiv~d in his. 
expeCtations of Erdogrlli. For having af
fign'd him Karajedagy for his Habitation, 
and according to his prQmife, entrufted 
him with parr of his F orees, Erdogrul, by 
his conduct and wi(oom, foon vanquifh'd 
the 'I'artars, and not only freed his affiiCl:
ed Kingdom from all its imminent dangers~ . 
but alfo fulJdu'd other Counrries, fubject . 
to the Romans, and annex'd them ro his 
Empire. Aladin, mindful of his promifes, . 
royally rewards Erdogrul, and commits to 
his rule the whole Province of Aneyra. 
At laft, worn out with wars aneroId age, 
Erdog,rul dies in the year of the Hejjra 680, 
fays Saadi, but occording to Nijhrin, in 
687, whofe S<:pulchre in the To~n of Su
guchick- is at this day honorably viGc.e'd by 
the Mahometans. 

XV. Erdog,rul departing this life in the 
midft of his happinefs, /lladin, to ihow 
his gratitude to fo great a man, caufes his 
Son Othmatl (who tor his youth, 'tis fa id, 
was wont to be call'd Otbmanjik or little 
Othman) to fucceed his ather,· and to be 
the Chief of all the 'I'ecaddum or Satrapt!:. 
Moreover he allow'd him in all the Towns 
and Provinces fubdu'd by his Father, or 
to be fubdued by himfelf, to ufe the Title 
of Sultan, and coin money with the in
fcription of his own name. 

XVI. Afrer this, Aladin the younger, 
(whofe proper name was KichoJhrcv) in the 
year of the Hejira 699, (which begins the 
28th of September 1299) being driven inoo 
Europe by the Gazanenjian 'I'artars, his Sa
'trapee, divide all his Dominions among 
them. But Othman, being the mott power
ful of them, oblig'd the reft (in the year 
of the Hlljira 700,) to feek his Protection 
and Favour. rom hence fome Hifto-

( d ) nans 
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torians date the firO: year of Othman's Reign, 
though Saadi, not without fhong reafon, 
contends his Reign began, when after the 
talcing of the City CarajehiJar, he appoint
ed a Caii or Judge, and a Chat)'b or Dea
con (who might pray for him by name as 
SuI tan) and coined new money with ,rhe 
in cription of his own name, which was 
in the year of the Hejira 688; and of Chrift 
1289 . Thus with the conrent of the 
Great Men and the ,Army, Othman is cho
fen King, and joining his own with Ala
din's Dominions, changys the name of 0-
guz,ians or of 'Turks (ai they were com
monly call'd under both Aladins) into that 
of Olhf?Zans, and lays the firfl: Foundation 
of rhe Othman Empire, which is now fo 
terrible to the World. ' The Actions of 
whore Succeff'ors will be more accurately 
related in rhe following Hiftory. 

Genealogy of the Othman Family. 

XVII. Saadi the 'Turkifh Writer fu often 
commended by me, one nor more zealous 

, for the Othman Glory, than for Hifiorical 
Truth, willingly p<kints ar rhe burrhen of 
fo weigh'fy and obfcure an affair on other 
Men's flloulders. Since ir is not manifeft ro 
him, he fays in generaj, there are Hifto
rians, who carry the line .of this race from 
Othman to7aphet Son of Noah. As he has 
inferred the names in the Preface of his 
Hiftory, I 1baJI tranfcribe them, that the 
Reader may not perufe them corruptly, 
as I have feen them, in fome CbrijJzan 
Writers. 

Othman Son of Erdogrul, Son of Soliman, 
Son of Ki,a alch, Son of Kyz yl boga, Son 
of Bay/emur, Son of Aykytlyg, Son of 'Tzt
gra, Son of Karaniv, Son of Sacur, Son of 
Btllgar, Son of Suncur, Son of 'To[1emur, 
Son of rafok, .son of Cbemeder*, Son of 
Klteluk, Son of Tura", Son of lCaracban, 
Son of Tafu r• Son of Telvaj t, Son of 
Bayheg, Son of 'rugra, Son of 'fogmyJh, Son 
of Cujbeg t, Son of OrluJr., Son of Kumari, 
Son of Chektemur·, Son of 'Tura} t, Son 
of Kyzyl boga, Son of Tamak, Son of Bajh
boga. Son of Hormir, Son of Bayfui, Son 

. of Sunj t. Son of Boga, Son' of KurtulmyJh, 
Son of Korcha1'd, Son of Balrbyk·, Son of' 
Cuma/h, Son of Caraoglan, Son of Soliman 
Shah, Son of Corchlu, Son of Bu/gar, Son 

of Baytemur, Son of '/urinyjh, Son of C(J
kaleb, Son of Oguzchan. Son of Karacban, 
Son of Kaychan, Son of UlijechcJl, S<in of 
'l'akva, of rhe Houfe of Japbet:, J./ 

XVIII. Before I conclude" this Inquiry, 
it will not be amifs [0 obferve, it is the 
common opinion of the 'rurks, rhlt rhere 
are (wO principal Branches deriv'd tram 
the Oguz,jan Tribe, the OtbmanidlE, and 
Aijmgbizums, which Jaft branch has give!'} 
Cbam, in an uninterrupted Succeffion, t~ \ 
the Crim 'tartars. A ftro g proof of this 
opinion is the law eftabhfh'd by the Oth
man Sultans, whereby in cafe of failure of 
Heirs in the Alo/bman Race, the Emperor is 
to be chofen out of the Aijmghizia1t Family, 
as being both manifeftly deriv'd from rhe 
fame Stock. Hence the Crim Tartars have 
conceiv'd great hopes, that one day, the 
Aiothmmz race being exrinet, they ~aJ1 
mounr the Throne. And that rhis (,{w is 
not abolifh'd, appears from a Sedition in 
my time, rais'd againft Sultan Muftapba 
(which will be largely related in the fecond 
Part of my Hiftory.) At that time it wa ' 1 

confulred in the Hippodrom, by (he Sol
diers, Citizens, and Eccleliaftical Order, 
for feveral days, about derhroning lv1ufta
pba, and chufing another Emperor. But 
fince Muflapha detain'd, according to cuf
Itom, in fafe cuftody with him at Adrifll10-
ple, his relations, Ibrabim Su I tan Ahmed, his 
U nele with his two Sons, and atfo his Broth" 
Sultan Ahmed, who now reigns, they were 
afraid, when their proceedings 1bould be 

-J1nown, he would put them to death, and • 
by deftroying the lawful Heirs of the Em: 
pire, oblige the People, whether willing or 
not, to honour him as Emperor. Whdft 
they were perplex'd with this fear, rhe 
new-elected Mufti, with the rrfi. of the , 
Learned in the Law, ftood up and faid, 
" Indeed to confer the Empire upon any 
" not join'd in blood to the Othman Race, 
" is c.J)ntrllry to ~he Laws both human 
" and divine. But Lince the Crim-Tartars 
" have Heirs of the fame blood with l.he 
" Othmam, who may lawfully govern the 
" Othman;c Commonwealth, the People's 
" 'fears of Anarchy are vain. For Jhould 
" Sultan Muftapha kill all his Retation~ 
" he ought to be puniili'd for parricide aadt 
" difturbing the publick peace, and a Suc-
" ceff'or chofen from among the Sons of 
" the Crim-'Tartars, as being 0 the farrl'e 

t This j is to be pronounced like gt in th Englifo Word agt, and by the Author is ufually cxprefs by tk, 

ily 
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"Family with the Othman." Nay fo 
great ,is the force of this Law, that it ex · 
d des 'from the Throne, even the Men born 
of t' emale Line. For when at the fame 
time, itps faid by fome, that an Heir of 
the Empire was at hand, namely, the only 
Son of Saphia, Daughter of Sultan Mu-

". 

,. -

r' 

• 

, . " 

rad, living in the Suburbs call'd Brjbiklajh, 
all the reft oppos'd it. publickly declaring, 
" the Othman mpire never falls , to the 
" Spindl~, nor do they acknowledge ocher 
" Heirs than thofe of the M alc:-Ime, and 
" on their failure, the Aij~ngbjzians, as 
" being undoubtedly of the fame blood." 

• 
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A s the p'aral/el Chronological Table mentioned by the Author 
, in his Prefa'ce is not to be ~found in his Latin Manufcript, 

the Trol1Jlator inflead of 'it has inferted the following Method of Tt- ' 

duci?Jg the Hejira to the Chriftian lEra, and the contrary. 

The Beginning if the Hejira being fix'd to the rear of our 
Lord 622, July 16th, if the 621 pafi'd years of the Chriftian 
lEra be JubflraEted from any given rear of our Lord, the re
mainder will be the Hejira Hz Solar years, which being reduc'd to 
L ,zt1Jar, will be the correJpondent year of the Turkifh ,lEra. @fi 
t~e con(rary, ~r any given year if the Hejira be reduc'd to Solar 

years and added to 62 I , the SUfn will be the Year of our Lord. 
N. B. 5 2 I Solar are i(jual 10 537 Lu,zar . r Turkifh years. ,..-

f , 
or Exampe, 

What is. the prefi nt ~r J 73-i-, 
according to the Hejjra . 

From a 173+ 
Subftrafr ~ 621 

Wh tithe ar of the Hejira 
1000 :ccording to the Chri-· 

'pian .IE?Ya ? 
.S,37 : 52 J :: J 000 : 970 

, b im 

He/ira in Solar years f t I 13 Hejira in Solar years - "7 0 / 
To which add 6 2 I 

5 21 : ~37 : : 1113 : 1147 
The Year of our Lord J 591 

The pre(ent year of the He): 1 147 

N. B. The minute Parts of .Days and Hours are here omitted, 
which, by reafon o/the different beginnings oj the Jeveral years, mufl 
be o!ferv'd in flriElnifs of Calculation. 

{ 



, 

-

" -

-

, 



/ __ ~ ______________ .t .. ________________________________ ___ 
/ . ~ >. 

... 

» .. 

T H E 

1ST ~ O R 
Of the GRO WTH of the 

. i 

or Alothlnah t 

E 
J I ,. 

In Three BOO K S . 
.... .' 

I 

BOO K , I .. ·· CHAP. 

7i:1fZe if the Eruption of tbe .Tartars under SoIimaQ. 
Shah. His ConqueJls and 'JJ.eath • . . 

I \ 
~ .. f • ,_., 

S {) great a diverfity of Opini~ns, . remark~d by . Us in the Pt~ Cau{1! of tl.lc 

. face and fuch n mixture of Fable by Foreign Writers oc- v3riOLlS Opmi. 
, , , ons concern-

cur to curious Inqui.rers l into dle Origin of the Alofrhman jng the Olh-

Race, . now 011 the Tur kifh Throne, . th::tt 1 ike Travellers 011 mall Racc. 

a divided Road, tbel ca~:t . ~ithout great . djffic~1ty diftipgui1h be-
j .' ~ tween 

• 
~.. '1 

ANN 0 TAT ION S. , . 
'B Efore we proceed~ it may 'not be amifs to ' prefix td JUt Annotations 

fome of the mofr ufual 1;itles of the dthman Court. For that Courc, 
like the refl: of ' the Eajfenz COUrts, both a{[umes and expects the proud
eft and moft pompous Titles. .Hence in the Imperial Edicts call'd Fenplm, 
there frequently occ~r; Bcibi humay!m, . The ·fublime Port. Bcibi adalet, The 
Port of Juftice. Babi Jeadet, The Port of Majefty. Balii or Diri rfeulct., 
The POrt ()f Felicity, from whence the Othmltn Empire has been woht. to be 
call'd Deulfti Otbmaniye, The Othm,an Majelly, or Felicity. If the Reader 

' deures more of thefe T itles, he will find them colleCted by MeninslciuJ, in 
his 'I'urki/h DiCtionary . 

• Othman] This Name, given to the~ ' fecond Syllable, as Othoman, 
the TU1'kijh Nation from the E mpe- others omitting the (hr and doub-
4'or Othman their Founder t is gene- ling the (t) as O/tOllJ.l11. Both very 
rnlly writ perverfely by the Chriftian falfely . F or the Arab'c 'TJe or (. th) 
Hi{torians, fome infecting (Q) in called by the 'I't fOil Tjhti Arebi, 

B aaaJy 
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,ttween ' hat ~ig , 'rue and what ;f~lfe. e, iUve 'wander:d flJ « 

:the Truth far want of Oriental Learning and Hiftory, whilft 'a. 
Tradition, envious perhaps of the felici~y of 'this R ace, has impos'd 
lupon 'ochers. From 'thefe troubled Streams 'our Chrijlian Hifiorians~ 

igllar nt, a:s we obferv'd., 'of 'the 'I'urkijh Learning, have- ,_ forc'd 
Ito draw what 'ihould have been tak~n from the 'Fountain~He d. But 
we (without 'vanity be it fa id ) juH:ly preferring the Teftimony of 
'the domeftick 'Writers to the Affertions of all others, have ' from 
'Hifiorians deem'd by the Turks the 'moll: faithfbl afid accurate, 'Col-
lected 'out' Materials. • 

"""" 
'rime' of the' 
F,ruptioll of 
Solimall 

There we 'learn, 'that ~bout the "fiine when the renowned Prince 
jenghiz (1) Chan (2) had not only 'laid wafie the greate11: part of Ajia 
[ubjeCt to the Petjidrt dominion, raz'd the City of Ba!t:h the moil 
opulent of the Province of Chora/an, expell'.d from his Kingdom 
and flain 'Churzem (3) Shah (4), but a'lfo, by means of 'Continual In-

M,d', 

'c'urfionS' 
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{'xac: y ahfwe'ring 'to the Greek 'I'he
ta 0 [or the Saxon D] ought 
doubtlefs to be pronounced in La
tin [or E1Iglf!hj as in Gruk, >i0lf'1JU, 

Othman. [It 'muft be 'oQferv'd the 
a'I'tlrlcs pronounc~ the Arabic '!'ft, al-
moft like our (f). Hence Othman 
ifby th~m 'calt'n O[11J&.n.] 

t A/othman] ThIs watd is com
'pouI1ded of Al and Othman, that is, 
"Ihe Sms or PDfteruy oj Othman, and 
:lfcribed n'ot only to the Imperial 
,race def.cendiog from Othman, but ~o 
the whole 'Iurlijh Nation in general. 
Hence, 'I'evaifi A/othman, the A-
10Jhman Hords 'Or :tribes. l3ut the 
E mperors are wont to be call'd A
]olhman PlldiJhahi, that is, Emperors 
of tb Sons of Othman. For this rea
fon, we have thought proper to 
fry Ie our Lucubrations, 'The Aloth
man Hiflory. 

(I) 1enghiz] l-Ie was, according to 
the 'I'urkiJb Annals, Ptince 'Of the 
Ogtt'Zian 'I'artars, whofe ACtions and 
Fortunes are largely related jn rhe 
Preface, to which rhe Reader is re
ferr'd. [This name is pronounced 
by the Perjians and 'Turks, as .if it 
were writ in El1gttjh, Chillghi'Z, or in 
Italia1t, Cingbi'Z. He is calPd by 
the Latin Hiftorians, Cangius. 1eng
hi'Z,fhan fignifies in the Mogul Jan-

'guage, K;11g of Kings. ] 

(2) Chan] This wo'rd perhaps pafs'd 
form tbe Arabian, into the Perjiatf, 
L anguage, and fignifies Lord ~ 
Prince, anf wering to the Arab' 
Word Sultan and the 'I'urkijh, Ulll' 
beg, mat is" Great Prince. Chan, 
tho' ever us'd by the 'I'urkijh Em~
rors, as Murad Chan, Selitn Chan, &c. 
was h6wev'e'f chiefly afcribed by die 
Othmtl//'l 'Court co th-e King of Cr; 
or l i ttlre 'I'artary. Hence he is 
u[ually ftyled Kirim Chan, The 
Prince of Crifn, or Chani AliJlan, 
The Sublime Cban. [Chan feems ra':. 
ther to come n'om the Perfian into 
the Arabic. The Reader molt ob
ferve 'Once for all that Ch is tb be 
pronouhced Jike our] or the Italiall 
Ch, except in words where it is to be 
read like th~ Englijh Ch in tbeap. 
rich, for then it fian'ds for trhe Turkijh 
C!Jim, which co avoid confufion !halt 
always be noted.] 

(3) Chur'Zem] This word properly 
ftgnifies the CaJpialz or HyrcaniaJJ Sea. 
and from thente is applied (0 the 
Regions bordering on thac Sea, whote 
Sovereign is called Cbur'Zcm Shah. 
that is, King or Lord of the Coun
tries jitl/ate on the Carpinn Sea. It 
is fometime& caned, even by the 'I'urks 
themfelves, Chuznm, from tbe lik _ 
nefs of the two Letters, Ry and Ze 
without the diftinguifhing point, fre-

que~l(ly 

t 
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~~k I. ' , oliman Shah. . 
\ curfions and their civil ~ions) had weakened' or difpet:fed the 
, Princes of all thofe Regions, (then it was that) So/t'man (5) Shah 
'Son of Ki)'tz Chan Prince of the City of Nere (6) nd of the Ogrt
zum (7) 7'artarJ, Lord 'alfo of the Region of Merufoah)t11t ~ X4 

ceIling 
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quentIy • o~ittcd in their writin'gs by fhown when the word Padifhab comes 
the more learned 'I'urlcs. , The Nubian to be explained. ' 

,GeogWlpher (Pa~c 7. ,Clim. 5.) pre- (5) Solim;~Z1z] H~ w~s Father ' of 
~""''"''hj s word is denved from Cho~ Ertogrul an<i Grandfather of Otbmalt. 
Jar, Son of '['o,~arma who firil: 'peo~ defcended from the nobleft Oguzia/% 
'pled the neighbouring 'Regions, which .Family among the Scythiam. Lani~ 
opinion feems to be owing rather [0 ceruls miftake in making him King 
a. likenefs of name than to a reality of Nict was remembred in the Pre
of fact. MeI1imkifts fay it was alfo face. [It mull: here be obferved that: 
called Kulz.um DC11!,iz bue upon what ih the TurkiJh and Arabic Tongues. 
foundation is uncertain, that name the fame Mark fbnds for (a) and (e ), 
being chiefly appropriated by the and the fame for (0) and (tt). Hence 
'Itt to the Red-Sea. It is however, the various ways of writing the fame 

_ from e City Baku";e ftanding on its word in our Hiftorians, as Shab, or 
Coaft, by the Chriji-i'ans, ufually {'al~ Sbth; Soliman, or Suliman. &c.J 
led, the Sea of Baku. 'fIt muit not (6) Prince of Ntre J A City ac-

~e underftood as ,f all the C-ountries cording to the 'Itf1'k5, near the Caf-
~ring on the CaJPian Sea are pian Sea. The Name 6f this City is 

fubjeCl: fO one Sovereign, or that jn vain iook'd for in the M8ps of the 
the' whole Ca/pian Sea, is cdl'd C1:mr- 'Chriftians, 'untefs we underftand by it • 
zem, but only {hac pare which wa- the City of Heral, Metropolis of the 
Jbes the borders of tile Kingdom antient Aria or Nurketzur in Maf.an. 
of Churzem; eKce-nding as i!t faid, dtran, in the Province of Gh,lal1 • • 
to the mouth -ot the Oxus, wh-ich The 'I'urkilh Annals .mention the ta· 
runs into the Ca/pialJ Sea. This king and demolifbing this City by the 
Kingdom is now fubjeCl: 'to the Us- 1cnghi-z.Chan '.tartars in their return 
klc 'I'artars, who cook it from the from the deftruCl:ion of the Royal Ci. 
,Pofterity of 'I'amtrlan, by wh-om the ty of Balch.' Our Opinion js con~ 

cerrors of Jenghiz Chan were ex- firmed by the Perjian Hiil:orians, who 
pe I'd. CJ)urzulf, Shah, here men- me'ntion [even diftint'l: Kings govern
tion'd by our Author, was the Title ing the Province of Chilan at [hat 
of one Ra-ce of its King!:, the mod time, one of whom was, prol?ably, 
powerful in .I1jia; which jenghiz our Soliman. 
Chan put an end to, in the Perfon (7) (Dguzian] That this Tribe un
of Mahcmmed Churzc11J Shah. Cho- der their Leader 'Jengbiz Chan came 
rafma is m~ntion'd by Htrodotus; forth from Great Tartary, the F oun
fo ancient is this Kingdom,] tain of numberlefs Swarms of Stythi. 

(4) Shah] or Sheh is a Perfian word an5, is the common and conftant opi. 
anfwering 'to the Arabic, S«llan. nion of the Turks. Nor do we know 
Hence the'I'urkiJh mperor is ftiled, of aoy Chriftian Writer who afcribes 
Shahi AI2,n Penah, the Emptror Re- any other Country co Jenghiz. Thi$ 

• Juge of tbe World. It muil: however our Opinion is (upported by an evi·, 
be obferv'd, that Padifhah is common~ dent Paff'age in Nicephpru5 G,.egoras in 
ly efteem'd a more bonorable Title the fourth Chapter of his (econd 
than Sha~ in the Otbman Court, Book, 'where he thus fpeaks of the 
the latter being given abfolutely ro Irruption of thefe Tarlan. "Many 
he f erjitln Kings, the former never. "ages after, flowing out of the fir) 

The reafon of this will hereafter be ~'Sc'jthia, as from an inexhauttibl~ 
" PQunrain 
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'Colling aU the Princes of his Nati'On In 'O\'lenels of Bi~th, Glory 
of Anceftors and his own Virtues, in the Year of the Hegzra accerd

H. 511. ing to Nifhrin's Chronology, 6 I I , [and of the Criflian .!Era, 1214.] 
A. C. 1Z14· with about fifey thoufand feled: Cf'artars of the Gguztan Tribe~ en

couraged by the Example and Fortune of Jmghi:r--chan, ~rfook his 
old., and advanced towards Ef!rope (8) in queft of new, Habita
Clons. 

lUs Con
\1udls .. 

In rhis ' manner SOliman Shdh with equal {peed 'an'n {uCtets 
enlering .:A.ztr'beja11 (9), a Province bordering on Syria, b 

force 
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t, ',Foun'tain, they d'ivided into two Bo
" dies, one whereof penetrated as far 
,\ as the CaJpian Sea, and forgetting 
~t their Native Appellation were cal
" led by the Names of, the Sarmatte, 
" MeJ!agette, Melancblceni, Amaz~nes, 
u &c. The others bending their 
" Courfe towards Europe over·ran all 
" the Sea-Coafts, &'C," Again, in the 
1ft Section of the 5th Chapter, he 
lays, "Jobn Ducaf being now Em-

• " peror, a numerous Swarm of Scy
" thians, compofed of many Myri
" ads of Men, forfaking the Nor
u them Regions came down to the 

• ct Ca/pi(Z1t Sea. ,'Mean while, their 
" Leaa~r Sitzischan (by which Name 
we have fhown in the Preface, Grego
"as meant Jenghjz chan) being dead, 
" the Command of the Armies was 
" divided between his twO Sons, ,Cba
c', taus and Telepugas." Thus far Gre
goras, on whofe words it will not be 

• foreign to our purpofe to remark, 
that the vr:ptrr~ :l:j(lIej"~ or fir) Scythia, as 
it is called by him, is the fame with 
h~at is now called Great Tartary, and 

tho' HHtcri.ans have given Names to 
its Inhabitants, thefe N ames are ra
ther afcititious and foreign than pro
per and peculiar to them, whilO: they 
remained in their old Habitations. 
So that when, in the Preface to this 
Hi(tory, the Reader finds the Princes 
of the Ogtlzian Family to be divided 
into two Branches, thl! .Alothman and 
Aijenghiz, let him not imagir.c that 
~his diftinaion prevailed during the 
Lives of the Founders of thefe 
Branches. For as it is abfurd, that 
the Alotbmans under Soliman's Com
~nd, 1hould receive a Name from 

his Grandfon, who reigned not till a. 
hundred Years after, 10 with no lefs 
falfehood are the Princes of the Crim
Tartars vulgarly faid to have retained 
the Appellation of Aijenghiz {j;flnl 
Jenghiz Chan himfelf. For .{either 
were they wont to be c~l1ed by this 
Name till after they were fubdued by 
the Othman Arms, nor do their Gbans 
derive their Origin from ]engbiz ~n\. 
but from his Grandfon Gherai, who 
firft conquered thofe Parts. And thefe 
Princes feem in later times, in imita
tion of t weftern Emperors, (who 
from the Founders of the Empire, 
ufed to call themfelves C(£far and..1u
guflus) to have taken and tranfmitced 
to their ~ofterity the Names of their 
Heroic Anceftors, the Turk.s That of 
Otbman,J and the Tartars That of Ghe
,.ai. From whence at this day tk-

, I 
Cham 9f Tartary to their proper 
Names always add Gherai, as Seli,n 
Ghera;, Kaplan Gherai, &c. but of 
thefe t~ings more in another Place. 

(8) Europe] or the Emopean Parts; 
Rtlmi·li or limply Europe, Rum, is 
bounded with Syria by the Arabiam, 
fo that they who at this day go to 
Aleppo the Metropolis of Syria, are 
faid to enter into the European Parts. 
But the Turks own the fame Bounds 
to Europe :ts we do, namely, the Bof 
phorus of Thrace, Tanais, :tnd the I 

Nile. 
(9) Azerbejan] or Shirvan, or Bita 

duljebel, the s,reater Media, but not 
with. the fame Bounds as :tntiently. 
For the Tartars (who fcrllpled not t~ 
extend the old Limits, and change the 
Names of their Conqllcfts) have added 
to 'it the greateft Part of Nonhern AJ-

. Iyria . 



, . rrook t \ Shah. 
/ \ force of his Arms or. t fame of his Exploits, poirelfes llitn .. 

felf of every thing in his .way to Ahlad, a Province and City of Ar
menia !najor. But the Jenghizil.ln Tartars with unheard of fury and 
"cruelty ravaging all before them) and advancing to A z erbejan, So
liman Sh~,."either giving way to the ftronger, or referving his Fo.I-
10we~s r a more profperous fot-rune, was forc'd to a.«emble his People 
and m Ajia mz'l'lOr to retire into the inmoft Parts of A zerbejan • 
But "Nation born to war and rapine, being impatient of the indi
g£nc of an unaCtive Country-life, and the, want of even nece1Taries in 

• 
• 

tho Deferrs, he departed in the year of the Hegz'ra.616, from Azer- H. 6. 6. 

ejan, and led his v i'Ctorious F orees a feeond time towards the Regions 11. . c. I Z I ~ 

'of Lower Ajia. Being crown'd with unexpeCted {uccefs, he (ubdued 
many Cities and Towns of thofe Regions, and pu!hing his Conquefis 
to rhe E uphrates, wou'd, led on by inconfiant Fortune, firft attempt and Death; 

to pafs the River on Horfe-back, but being carried away by the v'o-
'lence of the ftream, was drown'd in the foremention'd year. His 
Body being af terwards taken out of the Water, was buried by his 
So nder the Walls of Jaber (I), not far from Aleppo (2). An 

--....'anonymous Poet of that Age rung his Epitaph m the following 
Diftich . . 

ANN 0 TAT iON s: • 

fy ria, the reft of which goes at this day 
by (he Name of Kurdijtan (with fome 
Gordiana) and joins it on the Weft. 
A z rbejan is compounded of Azer, 
Fire, and jan, Soul, with the Con
junCt ion be, in, fo that it may be pro
pnly rendered, Fire in or with the 
Souto [This Word is writ by d' Her-

at and oth rs Erzengian.] 
( I) 7 aber or Baber] formerly .a Ci· 

ty near Aleppo, at prefent a Tekkie 
or Convent of '1urkiJh Monks cal1ed 
Sbeg Ebit bek'tr, which in 1ate Maps is, 
ptrhaps, corruptly writ Bir and Ei
biro Tbis place of his Interment is 
vi(i~ed by the 'lurks with great De. 
~o tlon, whIch, befides its Antiquity, 
15 bt come more venerable by a Mo
numt nt or Turbe erected there by 
Sultan Selim rhe Conqueror of Egypt. 
I t is laid to have been raifed to the 

.. Memory both of Soliman and Ebube
.~ir , one of the four Expounders of 
he Koran and Mahomet's immediate 

Su(ceffor, who is believed to be buri. 
ed here. [D' Herbe10t calls this Place 
'Khaibar, and fays the Sepulchre of 
~olit:ra1J Shah is according to Sandi the 
famous crurkif/; Hiftorian, nam'd at 

this day, Mez.ar CJ'urk, the :turk's 
Gravc, ] 

(2) The Reader. may, perhaps, . 
think that we have been more con
eire in relating the Actions of Soli
man chan the dignity of the Subject; 
and the Memory ot the Founder of 
fo great a Race, feems to require. 
But we who have made truth our fole 
aim, chufe rather to deliver a few 
well attdl:ed Facts, than impofe upon 
the Reader with a long recital full of " 
Fables, Barbarifms, and Anachro
nifms. 'W ith fuch things as thefe; 
we have often obferved Chriflian Hi{
torians in their accounts of the Tur
kijh Affairs, to have loaded their 
Works, and have wondered chat Men 
of Learning, and in other refpech of 
great Penetration, could be ever indu
ced to credit the indigefted and abfurd 
Narrations of Abulfarago, who among 
the "rurks fcaree metits the Name of 
Hiftorian. There are indeed among 
the Turks themfelves fabulous BOOKS 
A/othman Tcvarichi, and others which 
give us pompous Lifts of Othman's 
Anceftors, but are in no more efteem 
with the more learned Turks than the 

C 4rabia1tJ 
..... ..... 
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Seu fflezidt chu * nehrz' jat'ft' J/~ 
Nehri SaiIde buldi mift ana Jol. 

That is) 

I 

- .( 

ParL 

~ince he the river Sail did not love, '-(" 
He in that very river met his death. 

A N. NOT A T ION S. 

A rabian Nights Enlertainments, lately 
publi1hed in Europe in French, nor do 
they fcruple to own) that -every thing 
in the Othman Hiftory before Soliman 
favours of Fables. 

the Cot.emporaty Princes reign 19 in 
Europe, whereby the Reader b 
enabled at one view to reprerent to 
himfelf what was tranfacting at the 
fame time in thofe two Pans of the 
World. From the Time therefore of 
the Eruption of Soliman Shah in 
1214 to his Death in 1219 there 
reign'd in Europe as follow,: 

* Chu js here to be ptonounced as 
in the Englijh Word Chuft. 

(It may not be amifs to add at the 
(nd of each Reign, a Catalogue of 

At Conjlantinople, {H E N R Y Earl of Flanders, 1206 - 16. 
PET E R de Courtenay, 1216 -22. ~ 

• 

In the Weft, .$ 0 THO IV. King of the Romans, i 208 -1 s. 
lFR EI?ERIc II. 1218-45. 

In England, .J J Of.! N, I199 to 1216. 
~ HEN R Y III. 1716 -7~' 

In Fran((, PHI LIP th( dugujl, 1180 to 1223. J 

T H E 

\ 

( 
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The R EI G N 6f 

or OSMA N I. 

FOUNDER ot the 

EMPIRE. 
- • I rtf 

BOO K I. C HAP. II. 
... -* .... ... 

. . 
J. Soliman Shah;s four Sons divide their Father's Forces . 

iJl1iong them. II. rfogrul goes to Aladin. , tIl. Fall$. 
upon; and vanquijhes the Tartars, wbil)1 they are in
gag'd with the Turks. IV. Is made General of his 
Army by Aladin. V. After many prqfperof.ts AEJions, 
dies; and, VI. is fucteeded in his Dignity by his Son 
Othman. VII. Who fuppreJfos the Rebels and conquers 
many Cities upon the Grecians. VIII. Othman is digni-
fied with more Honours. IX. He repels Fraud by Fraud, 
and Arms /;y Arms. X. Aladin drforted by his People 
jlies to the Emperor Michael. XI. Othman ~ the Suf
frages oj all the P rinces is declared Suitan. XII. Sets 

. his Sons over the Provinces. XIII. Removes the Seat of 
his Empiri! to Jenghilheri. XIV. Attempts in vain tf) 

taRe Nicomeqia. XV. Defeats the Grecians in a Eat
tie, and, taRes Cotaia. XVI. Long beJieges Prufa. 

• XVII. Offers the Coran or Sword to the Chrifti ns, and 
by 



s The Othman HiftorYJ' 
. 

~ Both, fo6dues many. XVIII. H e adds many Cities'· 
to his Empire. XIX. Conqu (JA nation of the Tartars, 
and compells them to Mahometifn1. XX. Conquefls of 
Orchan Son vi Othman. XXI. He takes Pru[~ 
XXII. and by his r{ying father is left H(ir to his. 
Empire. 

SilJilnflf," Sons S Oliman Shah being thus taken out of the World, his fo r Sons 
'divide .lIl1ong I 'I I ( s 1. \ tr l • () 'J d d' ( 
11lell l hjs Ertogru or ogru I ), un"ur .1 e/~tn 2, Ul og 1 an 
f'f)J'I:.8. Dindar or' Dumdar (4), divided between cht:m their Fat r's 

Riches and Forces. Sunkur and Jundogdi returning to their ancient 
habitations, muft be there left to their unknown Fortunes. Ertog1'ul 

. and Dumdar with their part of rhe Forces, f1rft pi rch'd their Tents 
in a Place call'd SyrmalyzuRur, where D umdar within a few days; 
departing this life, Ertogrul affembled his own and his Brother's 
Forces; and fubdued by arms or policy, all th e Countries between 
Aleppo and Gee/area, with their Caftles and Towns, introducing Cl':"ay 
where (5), the Mahometan Religion which he himfelf r pro; 
fefs'd. . . 

. ~·'JJ:i!.oe$ II. His Fame thus increafing, 'Aladtn (6), Sultan of Iconium thougtit . .~ 

{I) Togrul or Ertogrul] Thefe 
-Names fignify in .'ElIglilh, a Man 
born, or, a jufl Man. Ertogrul was 
Son of Soliman and Father of Oth
man I. 

('2. ) Sunki'tr q-"ekt1l J Sunkur accGrding 
to its Etymology lignifies a kind of 
white Falcon, the moil: rapacious of 
all the feather'd Tribe, and found no 
~here but in the Country of the UJ
hee q-"artars, and by their Ambaff'a
dors brought to the cfurkiJh Empe
nm for a Prefent. It is but r:uely 
taken and highly efteemed by the 
TurKS. 

(3) JundogdiJ Etymologically, the 
Sun is rift», or, the Morning has ap
peared. For Jzm with the Turks fig
nifie5, Day or the Sun, Dogdi is the 
Preterperfect Tenfe from Dogarim, 
fignifying, to be born or to wne inla 
the Light. 

(4) Dumdar) According to 'the 
Etymology this Name ftgnifies, So-
110rous or endued with the power of 
Sound, for Dum is the noife of the 
Drum called Kios. Dar, in ~he Pcr-

}ian Language lignifies keeping or O!.; 
ing endued wi/h. Whence the Words 
Vefodar, keeping Faith, Namdar, en
dued with a good Name or Reputa~ . 
ti.on, Atemd{lr, holding the Standard 
or Standard-bearer, &c. 

(5) i ntroducing every where] The 
Turks afcribe the fortunate Succeffes 
of the Empire, not fo muc.h to hu
man Prudence, Policy and Valour" 
as that their firft Emperors wag'd 
war not through Ambition and a De~ 
fire of Dominion, but through the 
Zeal of propagating the Mahomelan 
Religion, and by that means they 
procured the divine Affiftance to 
their Undertakings. 

(6) Alad?n) Lord or Sultan of [(tJJ 
nium. He is always ca!l'd Jhe Second 
by the Turkifh Hiftorians. He~ce 
though they mention noe a jirjl, yet it 
feerns molt ag eeable [0 Tl'~(h, that 
the firlt Aladin was the Azalmcs fpo
ken of by Nicephortu Gregoras B. IV. 
Ch. I. Sea:. 6. who (fays he) taking 
occafion from the Expedition of the 
Tarlar$, fuook off the Perfian Yoke. 

r':\ ~ 
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it: more advH'eable to a1 him fo bra e and indefatigable a '~ar
{lOr, and fet him at tlle head of his Army, than to cope" with hit-.fl; 
a:s an enemy. Whilfr he was thinking of thefe things, he was unex. 
peCtedly prevented by an Embaffy from E~tog".ul, with his Son Sn
rllja! at the Head of ir, who in his Father's Name was to ask of 
A/adin f6me Place in his Dominions where himfelf and h is Peop 
migh live in peace and amity. Aladin receiving the A mbaITy , and 
feci l!l' as the Proverh exprefThs it, that what he cxp ed from FIea

was come to him an earth, readily grants Ert{)grul's defires; and 
Ambaffadors from himfelf, honourablY' difmiffes S411'ujat to hii 

..... --t ... er, defiring him CQ repair immediately to his Court, where hll 
ihould (neet with a reception worthy fo famous a Leader. Indu \1 
-by thefe promifes, Ertogrul hafiens to AJl2din witih the AmbafTadQfs ; 
is receh!'d with great difiinction, and obtains CarajedagYl in the re.., 
gion of dncyra far his firft .Habitatjon~ 

" 111. .Aladhz had been long infefied, nnd often brought to the laft Ertotr/ll ,,~,~ 
. b d"r. 'd B d' f h rr' 1 I. • 'd h qUi01Cf. Ill!:" tremny y llpers 0 its 0 t e :.t artars, W lQ lurVlv t e 'Ttl'tQI""'Wil.u~ 

great Jenghiz Chan's exp.edition. About this very time a ' I~umerous tga~'d4~hI1 
Body of thefe '['(lrtars happening, without oppofit~on, to invade the: t e ~~ ~ 
region of Ancyra, Aladin~ to check their fury, leads again1l: t~em 

/""""fiicb Forces as cou'd be moll: fpeedily affembled. But the '1t,1rtars fu .. 
perior in numbel' and arms, at rho firft Onier, PQtl rhe 9111tan Army 
Into diforder. ErtogruJ hearing of the battle, comes opportunC;}l. 
in [he heat of the Fight, with five thoufand felect Men. His S.aldier~ 
~ eing ,~lladin's FOt'ces difpers'd, tlnd flying befor~ thoir viB:opiow8 
Enemies, perf wade their General to join with the Conqucron. But) 
Ertogrul an(wers, <c It is notl the pa.rr. of a fteddy man to violate! 
" his faith, or of a brave WMJfiQti ' to draw hi~ . Sword upon · the pro. ... 
4( {hate, bu~ rather to affift " a~ relie.v.6 th~ · deC! :cr'l~~ and weak.~. 
By fhefe words diifwading his Soldiers, eager to fall upon dw fpoil . 
of the Run-<lWaYi, from their bafe purpof(( ; he bravt:~y charge 
the victorious '['artars, and· quickly putfing thern to fli~h~~ ~n~x~ 
~¢te41y re~over~ the qay tq th.~ vanquiih.'d :Alrl(lj~ "I·r " " 

( 11/ "1 

." I ~ v'. , 
. () 

A N l¥ 0 'fl. A T 1 Q N S. 

(ubdued fev~r~l Afi'atick rravinces~ n~rtai{l ~h~t his SQ~ Melek Sh9h. ilf'tc:\\ 
helan~lne; ~o rh~ Eaftern Emperors, ~he Re~ov~ry of hill Fi\-cqe(s Jlomi-: 
~nd with \lIS Sop Mele~ Shah was obo: nio~$ taal< the ap,e Qf 4ltfdin IT" 
liged co retire to Michael faheologu~ who qlO he; (~fpeda~ly in fa 1hor~ ~ 
~fter ~avin~ b~en route~ by th~ Tar- fpace flS t~e .J;91pir~ 9,f i f oniZ(m 1;\fi .. 
fars, In [he !eflr of ~qc ll,~i"~ 66I~ ed) rtu: 6,rft 4laqin, bu~ the (QPe, 
flq~ of Chrijl ~~6~~ ,pr, i~ ~ein~ {l1entjaJ1e~ 4~elines .9f . yr?'~rrfs.!. " 

. ' 
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The Othman Hift~rJ. -'---
'.A!adillmake" IV. Sulcan AMaIn now an Eye-wi of Erlogrlll's Valont., 
,him General h' t. b fi h d 1 1· 'd h' b f: ' ' '.1 h h ft 'Of 11uArmies. W lCp e ore a (j)n y 'reaCil ~m y ame, p..crcelV u t at e ood 

in lefs need of Forces than of wife Couhfels and a good General. 
Wherefore pronouncing Ertogrul moil: worthy in both there ref pea:s~ 
he commits to his care the whole region Gf Ancyra, and appoints 
him Generaliffimo of his Armies. ' 

f1'/ogl'/I! sAa- V. Erlogrul therefore joining his t<'orces 'With the Suitanls; not 
D~:S;,d only p.uts a fiop to the incurfions of the 'fartars. but every W lere 

defeating and flaywg them, compells them to retire from the Bo ers 
of the Kingdom. Thus he not only preferves, but alfo enlarges; 

H. 680. , the Sultan's Dominions. In the yea.r of the Hegira 68e, (accord-
A. C. uS I. jng to the accurate Hifiorian Saadi) he crown'd his- Victories with the 

Conqucdlof the famous City of Kutahi, upon the Greekl j ahd would 
have done greater things, had no! death, unjufi: to the Glory f Heroes, 
taken him out of the World. For, worn · OUt with old age, and the 
Toils of his Victories, he ended his life the fame year, with great fame 
indeed to hitnfelf and his nation, but to the greater grief of Ala" 
and the )Vhole Kingdom. His Sepulcher at the Cafrle of Suguchrck"" 
is frill religioufly vifited by the Admirers of the AI9thman Fa
mily. 

, 

-.... 

Othman f~c, • VI. But however, the Fortune of' his Race did not expire with Er .. 
}.~aet~::~ ~;~_ .togrul. For there remain'd thrae Sons, Othman, JunduJ(j , and Sar'lJiz. 
lIicy. ' Othman (7) tho' the eldeft, yec being a young man, receiv'd in Ala-

din's Family Ih~ ' diminutive appellation of Othmanj£k or Iittlt 
Othman. His deceas'd Father had indeed left him by Will the Inhe ... 
ritance obtained of Sultan Aladin ; but the Sultan in a grateful aC04 
knowledgment of Ertogrul's S<trvicec.; fends him the military Enfigns, 
crab! .AIem (8); tbat is, the Drum) Standards, and the other Orna..l 

mentsf"" 
, 

A l':l N 0 'l' A T IoN S • 

.. Ch is to be pronounced here' like 
Ch in the Englifh word Chick. 

(7) Othman ] Ertogrul's only Son 
according to the 'Iurki/h Hiftorians, 
who (fay they) on account of the He
roic VirtQes of his Father fucceeded 
to the GeneraUhip of .dladi1~'s Army 
whilft a Youth, and from thence was 
cal1ed Otbmanulus, or Ii lIe Othman. 

(S) 'Iabl Altm] All the Gover
nours of Provinces are called 'Iabl 
Altm jabibi, fuch as Viz.iers, Bajha's, 
Btgl and the like. Alem is a large 
broad Standard, which inftead of a 
Spear-head h:lS a Silver PJate, in the 
middl~ bor'd in the {hape of a ~ref. 

cent or Half-Mooh. 1'abl is a Drum, 
from whence the whole military Ac
coutrements with which the '.lilrldjb 
Emperors adorn the Great men, are 
called Tabulchana. The 'Iabulcha1za of 3. 

Vizier confifts of nine Drums, nine 
Zurnezen or Players on the Zur11ade;' 
or Fife, feven Boraze,z or Trumpeters; 
four ZiIleztm or PJayers on the Zil (or 
Brafs Bafins which being ftruck againil: 
one another make a loud and cle:l.l' 
found) three Horfe-Tails very artifici
ally pleated, called '.tug, one .dlem, one 
Sa njak, ( or Standard, diftinguifhed 
only by the Colour from the Standard 
of Mahomet, Mabomefs being red and 

chi 
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ments of a General, WI full power over his whole Army. More;. 
over,' he permitted himt not ·onlY to coin money (9), lmprefs'd with 
his own name, but alfo in the Citie~ and Towns conqucr'd by his 
Father, and in thof~ he iliould himfelfconquer, to have the Clmtur (1), 
that is, to be mention'd by name in the pUblick Prayer!;. Some Hi
:fiorians ha\Te from hence dated the beginning of the Othman Empire ; 
hut, a~ ill hereafter ' be clearly 1hown, they are mifiaken in tbeir 
comp' non. 

I 

. .. 
VI . Othman, inve1'l:ed with 

109 of the royal dignity, 
fo many Honours , feerh'd to want Olllfllmtiu ' " 

but the Tl'tle of Sultan ( ) 1 ' h j)TC{f," the Re-
2, W 11C )cll. and ('C)n~ 

however quers many 

ANN 0 TAT ION S. 
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this green) tb thefe are added two 0-

,ther very large Standards called Bai· 
"ale. Other Jiafha's who are not ho
noured with the name of Vizier and 
wh are not infe-rior to them, the 

rine 3 of Moldavia and Wa1izehia, 
haverhe privilege of at leaft two Horft~ 
'.Tails, with the other Standards 
a11dl)rnaments of the Viziers. A B'g 

ieh the Standards has but one Horft
'.Tail. There are moreov~r pther.5.of a 
i11uch inferior order to Begs, who 
have nt> HorfeJI'ail, .and but one San
j ak allowed them by the Emperor, 
gnd thefe are taJled Sanjakbegs, whore 
Office at the beginning of tbe Othman 
Empire, was the moll: honorable, 
That of Bajha being of later ap-
pointment: , " . 

(9) M01UY] No Turk is allowed to 
«.lin Money or to be mentioned .in 
the publick Prayers, but th,e Empe
ror alone; For though Cairo in 
Egypt coins money by the Emperor's 
licenfe, It is done hot in its own, but 
the S"Jtanis; Name. The 'I'urkiJh 
Money has lid Effigies fiamp'd on ir, 
but only the Sultall's Name in moO: 
elegant CharaCl:~rs. Thus on the 
Money of SlIlttln Abmet who how 
fways the 9:urkifh Scepter, are thefe 
lnfcri ptions. , 

Sultan Ahmet ibn Sultan Ma~med eZ 
Sultan ibtt e1 Sultan. That is, Sultan 
Ahmel Son oj Sulla1l Mahomet, him
plf Sultan and Son of a SI!IJan. 

On the reverfe; 

, • $"rtan .Alber;n 'tJehacanulbahrill /arb 
/t ·Con/lantal1iC. That is, Emperor 
t{nd COl1fu(ror of tbe World, Lord of 

tbe Seas; flam!>' d, tit COllflantil1oplt, or 
f~ Edr,u, aJ Adrirmople, or f1 Mifr, 
at G.airo, or fZ lfinyr, at Smy,."a. 
For no other Cities enjoy tbe_privi
Jege of Coinirrg. But if the Empe
ror himfelf is in the Field with his 
Army, he carries a Mint oN . him~ 
and the Infcription is thus, It ordlli 
humayul1, that is, ;" the '.Tel1ts of the 
inoft Sublime. The Cha1t of C,-im Tar
tary, i.s permitted however to coin Mo
ney with his own Name infcrib'd on ir~ • 

(I) ChutbeJ By this is meant an • 
Ace/amation or Petilion in the publick 
Prayers for the Health and facred 
Majefty of the E'mperoT, and for' 
ViCtbry over his Enemies, particu~ 
Jarly the Chriflians. 

{2 J 'Fhe critic of Sultan] It was 
obferv'd that the Arabic Word Sultan 
anfwers (0 the Perjian t or rather Mo
gul] Word Chan. It is fuppofed by 
fome to be derived from Setatat, that 
is; Conqueror or Potent. It muft' 
howe'\rer ' be remark'd that this 'Word 
in common Difcourfe is applied with 
a Pronoun to any Perf on, as Sulla~ 
1Ium, my Lord, juft as in French they 
ufe the Word Monfieur without any 
difiincrion; But if Sultan be u[ed a1:1.:. 
foJut~Jy without a Pronoun, or wirft 
the Article il (the) it lignifies only 
the Emperor, though, as J have be
fore obferved, the Title Pa~ijhah is 
accounted more excellent. The Sons 
of the. Chans ,of Crim·'I'ar/ary are al 
Jowed the TItle of Sultan; as Gaplan 
Gherai Sultan &c. [Ricalll fays whert 
the Sultan writes to the Chan he ufes 
this Sty lei ro tbe Governmmt wbefe
in jlourijlus the Mafs and Original 0/ 

J(tgm(,~ 



l!l Tht Othman Hi.ftory'~ 
howtver he did not think proper to afru during AJadin's lif~ (3) 
He believ'd it more advifeable to wait inat Prince's death, than, by 
an unfea{onabl" thirft of dominion, to hazard both his Kingdom and 
Himfelf, nor was he difappoint~d by this refolution. For prefervjng 
inviolable the Allegiance, he had {worn to A.lodill, he arm'd in h" 
oefence; and leading his victoriou Troops againft the Princes who 
had revolted from the Empire, redue'd them (0 obedien Theil 
he turn'd his Arms againft the Greeks, and in the year of t He, 

H.687· gira 687, taking the Town of Culze, the Fidi-fruitb of his fo1 
A. c. I z88. Victories, added it to A/adin's Empire. The fame year he 

with the Captain of Carajhtri or the Black City, and dt:feating ~I --~ 
.a 1harp Battle, takes his Brother Colonas or Ca/lillicus prifoner ~ 
whom he caufes to be flea'd, and afterwards buried. Then he orden 

. the whole Army to pifs on his Grave; from whence the Field, caU'd 
before 'l'onzaJid;l;, retains, to this day, the name of, It ijhi"i or 
Dog's Pift. Nor was this a bloodlefs Victory to Othman, for belideS 
the Lofs of many of his Men, his Brother Jundu2i was flain vali~dy 
fighting. His Body was by Othmon's o~der laid iJl his Father Erta .. 
grul's Sepulcher near Suguchick if. Immediately after this Vidc:ty b 
took 0 the city Carachifor and annex~4 it to th~ Se!Jukia'1 DominiOQ. 

, 
He is invell:ed VIII. Aladin the fecond, being inform'd of Othman's ViCtories, in. 
H~~O~~r~y vefis hilllo with the Government of EJkijhehr, or tht Old City. The 
.I1lPtlill. • next year 688, he expells the Mogtil-tf'artars, l:\nd j fnppreffing on all 

H . 688. . fides the inc\lrfions of the Enemies, fignaHzed , hjmfelf by many Vic. 
A. c.. 118

9. tories. At laft, having affembled Inhabitants ' from Jill parts and en ... 
1arged Caracb;jt1;' with new Buildings and .Walls, he made it the fplm .. 
did Seat of his Refidem:c. I" j 

. There feems to be fome di1ferenc~ in the Computation of years in 
the SeJjukian Hiftorians. For they itt Othman's ViCtory/over the At... 
gul-'tArtllfJ to the year of tbe H'tgira 698; namely, ten years la~r, 
.which we . therefore believe true.ft, becaufe Saodi J ' in th~ foUowiog 
I\aipns Qf Olbm'm~ ufcli alfp the fame ComputatjQll. 

lX.IQ · 

ANN 0 'f A T ION S. 

Reg_", 1m mbich Fortune dept"ds, 
oIUJ by which FI/inty is obtai.'d. Pof 
fdJor Qj exttlknl PQfl/tr and ljlailtifota 
Clory, eZelIea b, tbe faWllr of thot 
Xi. fro'IIJ wbom SII&lIl1rl (Ire '0 he ;1-

iMiiJea. crbe Ki~ of Crilll, Gian. 
B~, Ghirai, Chav J 'tI/boji &it.hI be 
ill" ewr mai1ll.aineJ. .AfltT reJpltl had 
tD shoft BlejJlIIgs ~bicb art frtil.bl6li 
with .Amier, and SaZula/ius perfonud 
4(Quh Narciffuspro.ceedingjrom IhI Impe
.. jal Graci, Be U. kl.wwnulltolou. ~c.J 

(3) During Alllliin's Life J Tho 
pru~nt Othman rcfufed whilt .41 .. 
(Jin lived [0 accept the offerei Tido 
of Sultan, perceiving he could not 
fail of it after his, Death. He choi! 
rather [0 be caUed &r~kcr or GetIWIIl 
of the Army, th be might not be 
fuf ptfred of afpjri(lg (0 ~e Throae. 
But after A14li,i's Death, he threw 
off tbe. ., and put on the Li '.~ 
Skin. 

• Pronounced like the E""liJJ ~ .. 
I 
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IX. In the year of tHe Hegira 698) Micbael firnarri'd Kos ~ , Othltln.,11 re -
. 'B d P' " f h C' B""k' b· ' 1 u ' peIJ Fl.lud that IS, Goat J- ear, nnce 0 t e Ity tlep I, emg tli) ce eurate with FI ~lld, 

the Nuptials of his Daughter, invites Othman as his Friend and Pa- ~~i~hA~~~lS. 
tron, to t,he Marriage. ~hereupon the other Grecian Princes ,pri- _H'~9~~ 
vatel), oncert nieafures to feize Ofhman. But this' Treachery being A. C, 1. <)~. 
dife ed to Oth,ntl'l by trufty, Meffengers from the faithful Michael, 
he fi ns ignorance of the ddign, and uung fitatagem for ftratagem, ' 
orde s [orne hundreds of SolCiiers to conceal themfelves near the PIa e, 

i forty well armed young Men, drefs'd like Women, were to 
enter in th Evening, th~ Caftle of 'J arhij'ar, and in the Night fc c 
fire to the Houfes about it. Itt the mean time he himfelf repair 
to the Guefis with a (lender Retinue to Chakyrounar, a Place fc 
caIl'd in thl:! Suburbs where the Nuptial Feaft was to be. The forty 

. difguis'd Soldiers, (who, as we (aid, had entered the Town then with
out garrifon ) fet it on fire, and in the Combuftion, feite the G~l.tes and 
Fortifications. Othman perceiving by the Flames that his firatagem ' 
had C~cceeded, gives the fignal fbr the Soldiers in ambulh co take thdt 
Arms wich a Shout, and charge the Enemies buried in Wine. ~he 
Signal is no fooner given than executed, and al1j except Michael, 

~ ..J'Jfbmi11z's faithful Friend, are taken or flain, without difrinCtion of 
Sex. Among the Captive Ladies was the Bride H%phira, of a noble 
Defcenr, whom Othman afterwards married to his SOil Orchan, by· 
whom fhe had Soliman and Murad, which laft was Orchan's SuccefTol" • 
In the Empire ( J). 

Preitndi 

A N ~ 0 TAT tON S. 

( I) [This Story by reafon of fome 
miftakes Or omiffions is render'd v~ry 
imperfec and obfcure, and therefore 
it will not be improper to infert it 
here as related by the Chrifticttl Hi
itorians. Mit'batl CoJli Governor 
cf llirmm Kala, Great Friend of 
Oth1hml. invires him with the Chrifti
:1n Governors of the neighbouring 
Caftles to his daughter's marriage. 

' Othman by his noble Prefents to the 
Bride and Bridegroom, (ufllal on 
thofe occafions) raifing both the en
vy and jealouty of thefe Governors, 
they combine to ddhoy him by 
treachery. To that end, the Gover
not of Bilejiki, the moft powerful of 
them t being, Ihortly to marry the 
Captain of JarhyJar's daughter, re
quefts Otbman to grace the ma~e 

· ti his Prtfence, and acquainting 
ColJi .ith their cleGgn, (ends him at 
the time appointed to conduEt Oth
'" t the edding. Cojji f6und 

Othman very ready to ~o; but griev
ing that fo brave a man fhould p riili 
by treachery, difcovers to him t~e 
whole Plot. Othma1S refolving to be 
reveng'd, bids CoJli tell the Gover· ' 
nor, he would certainly come. bUt 
being Ilt wa:rs with a ,neighbouring 
frin~e, ,and fearing a , ~u.rer.ize , ~n hi,s 
abfencc; thac he defires the liberty 
fO fend to his CafrIe of Bilejiki, his 
Mother-in-law and Wife with their 
A ttendants, and fame of [he beft of 
his Goods. This is readilygranttd. 
and Othman di(gujling forty young
men like women, with fame others. 
pack'd up in carriages as . ~oo'ds. 
he comes ~o th~ place wher~ the 
marriage was to ge folern.nii'd the 
ntxt d~f, . !>eing an open Field. for 
the convenlency of room, ~t fome 
diItahce (rbm [he Caftle. Af[~r hts 
comp,liments to the ,Governor, he 
obtains his order tbat the pret oded 
Ladies and Goods may be tetej~ed 
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• 
Prefently after this ViCtory, he takes the Town of Aimgz'o/, and 

alfo fubjeCts many other Caftles and Towns with their Territories to 
A/adin's Dominion. 

. 
Aladin de(ert- X. In the year of the Hegz"ra 699, a Swarm of the Ga anenjian 
<:d b~ hisPeo- 'fartars invading Aladin's Kingdom, his Princes and Great-M 
pIe flies to the . ffi' d ' h' M' 
Grerian Em- obey'd hIm more out of Fear than A etbon, eemmg IS l~ 
p~r~i.' 6. theit Happinefs, revolt a fecond time. By this Ddi Cl:ion AladjrJ 
i\. c. 1:~9 . fairs growing defperate, he is forced to abandon his Dominio an 

privately fly for his Life to Mz"chael Palceologus the Grecian Emperor. 
. But when the Thread of the Deftinies is [pun, fruitlefs and vain are the 

. Efforts of human Policy. For when he hoped to find a Sanctuary and 
Affiihnce from the Greeks) he is moft inhumanly thrown by them inco 
perpetual Imprifonment. From whence though he is faid by Nicepho- . 
rttJ Gregoras to be afterwards delivered by his Subjects, yet it appears 
by the unanimous Teftimony of the Hifrorians .that he died in the year 
of the Hegz"ra 703, and of Chrift 13°3. . ' ~ 

Oihmall by 1. Mean while Othman far fuperiot to the reil: of the Prihces uh-
the Suffrage of der A/adin's Dominion, in Valour, Reputation, Soldiers and.. ea c 
~ II is chofen . • h 11 1 J\ n: f 
Sultan . prevaIled ,wlCh t em a , pare y by great Prefents and .Ll.Uurances 0 

• greater, partly by the Favour of his Protection and a Communication 
• of Power, and partly by threats, to obey and acknowledge him for So

vereign of the whole Empire. Wherefore by the unanimous onfene 
·of all the Great .. Men he is, in the beginning of the next year, that is 
of the Hegira 700, declared Sultal1, and in the City CarachiJar firft 

_t~. 7
00

. a1fumes the Title of Emperor of the Othman;. From hence fome Hif
:;b.C; 1 ~ 30~. torians date! the beginning of Othman's R.eign, though Saadi E.ff6ndt" 

ftrongly contends, that the firfr year of his Reign was when having 
conquered upon the Greeks the City Carachtjar, he appointed there in 
.Alad£n's life-time, and with his Confem, a Cade' or Judge, and a Cha
tib or Deacon co mention his Name in the publick Prayers, and ullo 
coin'd Money imprefs'd with the Title of Sultan, namely in the year 
b fore-mentioned 687. But we following the common Opinion fix 

the 

ANN 0 TAT ION S. 

into Bilejiki. The moment they . are 
enter·d the Caftle, the Soldiers leap
ing out of the Packs with the help 
of their difguis'd FrJ)ows, with fome 
difficulty feize the aftle. O(bman, 
as foon as [he Governor was retir'd 
to. hj~ Bed-chamber, fuppofing by 
thIS tl me the Caftle 'Was fecur'd by 
his Men, immediately takes horfe 
with his Followers and Friend CojJi, 
and rides full fpeed to Bilejiki. The 
Governor, inform'd of his fuddc:n d -

parture, purfues and overtakes him, 
but his attendancs, being for the 
moft part, drunk, he is nain by 
Othman in the confliCt, and the rell: 
puc to fiigqr. Having thus taken 
Bil~jiki, Othman with great diligence 
furprizes alfo in the morning the 
Caftle of ]arbyJar, where he [()ok • 
prifoner the Captain, and his beauti. 
ful daughter [he Bride, who were 
preparing to go to the Wedding.] 

\ 
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the firft year of his Reign to the beginning of th ear 700 [, I of 
Chrifl '13°0,] as the clearer, in our Opinion, and more accurate h1'o
nological Computation, as we have demon{hated in the Preface co (he 
Reader. 

thman being thus poITefs'd 6f ari Empire which he had ra- ~tbl"'(11lPl:.W 
h r. 1 d h ' fi ' 'd hI' 1 S ,1m Sons OYer ther ~ ~g exp Cled t an J.oug 1t, an aVlllg x t e mpena eat 1Q the Provill CS. 

Cara i/ar, fets his Sons over the Provinces and Cities to govern and 
rotc them. The Sanjak of Carajdag), a City afterwards very fa-

mous by the Name of Sultan Onghi, was given to Orc'!al1, of Eskij1.;e-
hri to Juttduz A/eb, of Ain Onghi to Aigttd Aleb, of Jarhyjtzr t Bu-
Jan .A/eb, of Ainegiol to Dorgad A/eb, but Alodin his youngeft Son 
with the Goverpmenr of the City Bz'fejik, was committed to tl e care 
of his Mother and Father-in-law Baliad (2). 

XIII. Thefe Governments beIng chus flll'd, and the C.ityof i<.upri- He removes 

hiJar taken the fame year, he removes the Imperial Seat from Cara- thc Seat ?f 
• • • C\. h;n h' h' h h· d . 1 RIP 1 B the Emplrc to chy/ar to Jeng tj''Je rt, w Ie e a orns WIt '1 oya a aces, nio's, Je''l~iJb(hfj. , 

and other ftately Buildings, enlarges with new Walls, and ftrengc ns 
- . ~dl·n'lious kinds .of Fortifications. 

~ 

::XIV. In order [0 the more firm Eftat11Hbmeilc of his ne~ Empir.e He :mcm p ts 

and Seat, he peaceably fpent fome time in regulating his Domeftick iJ~;'1 int? t;Jc 
rr. • H' d d} fc d' h' 1 r. h' 11 ((Ddrn:ra. Auatrs. avmg or ere t 1e e acc.or 109 to IS p eaLur, 1S next con- . 

cern was to ptevent the Soldiers from being corrupred with Luxury ' 
and Bafe. To this end he leans his Army againft the City of 1 znimid 
(or Nt'codemia») which though he annoy'd with a long Siege, he is un
fuccefsfully repuls'd by the Garrj[on. Wherefon:: railing the Siege, 
he builds over again~ it on a very high Mountain wwallds. Jet,ghijhehrt', 
a ihong Caftle, which being w 11 garrifon'd and fror'd he commits t 

the Cuftody of the famous Targan. After that) he retires with the 
reft .of the Army to Winter ~arters at ,h's Royal Seat 'at Jengh/foelri: 
It muLl; be obferv'd that the Chronicle of Meula1t Jdris makes thjs 
Cafile (call'd T argan from its Captain) to be built not by Othma/l 
but his Son Orchmz . 

.xV .. Ahout this time the Govern.ours of the Greek 
among whom Ornus .or Hono;ius Governor of PruJa was .--. 

Province 
") , He dele~ts the 

the Chief Greeks and 

hl'..1 • ' takes Klltabi, 
o ~rvmg 

ANN OoT A TID N S. 

(1) Baliad] rit is phin from hence, 
[hat Michatl rose was not Governor 
of .]Ji!i iik, fince it is not probab.1e, 
Olf!ma~ wou'd deprivt of his Goverft
menr, fo faithful a Friend, that had 

\ . lately fav'd his Life. Confequently 
). 

there"muft be fome 'a\iftake in (SJI.·c-r. 
IX. ) whe{e our Au.thar makes him 
Capeain of Bilijcki, And therefore 
moft 'likely to b related in th 
foregoing note.] 
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bbCerving the daily Progrefs of Othman's Arm·s, and that ViCl:ory alway 
attended him, privately agreed to meet wirh their forces under the 
Walls of Co£unhyfar in order to march and furprifc! him. But Oth
man's watchful Fortune dikovers to him by fcouts th~ir Defigns. 
Wherefore filently leading his Army into the Field, he un peCl:edly 
attacks, vanquiilies and routs his Enemies. The Prince of i1; City 
Ko.fle/, with many others fell in the Battle. Ornus Lord 0 rujo, 
and the Governor of Kutahi (whofe Name is not mention'd) fave hem
(elves by flight. Othman purfuing them, the Captain of the C Ie 
Ulubad, warn'd by the Example of his Allies, and fearing alfo to be 
expos'd to the Fury of the Othmans, on certain conditions opens a 

. way to his Purfuit. But Othman, unable to overtake the flying Ene
mies, befieges Kutahi (lately recovered from the 'Turks by the Gnciam) 
and takes it. But the C-ohq ueft of that Place was attended with a 
notable LoCs to Othman. For paffing his Army under the Walls of 
the Town, over a Timber-Bridge, his Grandfon Dogris with fome Sol
diers were drown'd, the Bridge breaking under them, His Body, bein 
fou~ was, by Othman's Command, buried in the Suburbs of CI)
iUllf}tJar. 

, 
He befieges XVI. Moll: of the Cities of Bithynia being conquered, and his Em
Pro/a, but pire now firmly eftablilhed, Othman at .Jail: in the year of the Heuira 
niles the • 0 
SIege. • 717 befieges Prufa (I) the Metropolis of Bithynia. But the City 

!A. 717. being ftrongly fortified and defended by a numerous Garrifon, it \'Va 

A. c. 1 3 1~ •• very difficult if .not impoffible to take ie, and therefore Othman to 
prevent any fre£h Supplies of Men or Provifions, from being thrown 
in, builds over againil: the City two Caftles, of which he commits one 
~o the Cuftody of his Nephew Artimur, and in the other places the 
famous Captain Balanjik, with ftriCl: orders nQt to moleft or injure the 
Inhabitants. By this means all the Subjects of the PruJian Territory, 
flying for fafetyand life to thefe Caftles as to a SanCtuary, voluntarily 

• fubmitted to Othman's DominioIL 

XVII. It 
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(J) Pruja] [This City is of great . courfe of People from all parts of 
Antiquicy, a.nd was the Seat of the Turkey. A 'l"Ir1cijh Poee has made 
Kings of Bilbynia. 1t lies at the foot an Infcription in verfe for the Baths 
of Mount OlymptlS, and is faid to be of Burfoh, to this effect: II 11ZUft :~! 
built by a King of that Name in the be wondered that the greal number of 
time of Crttfus. It had been in the naked Perfons i fl theft Baths very 
hands of the Greek Emperors (inee aptl, reptelmts th1.meral R.eJurrtftion, 
the year of Chr!lI, 947- It is.. now fince the Springs 0 the Water wherein 
ca!l'd by the 'INrks, Burfah, or Bu- they batb, flow rom the Fotlntain~ "f 
ruJ!ah, in Nillolil/. This City is fa- Paf'adije. When Prflja was caken by 
mous for its Baths of Mineral Wa- Orthall, he made it the Seat of his 
ters, which draw thither a vaft Con- Empire, as wiH hereafter be teen.) 

.. 



Book 1. ' Othman or bfmall ti 
VII. It was , Othman's Cufiom after the Conqueft of a certain Otlwlr'n o~e:$ 

~umber of Cities, to check the rapid Courfe of his Victories, and te- ~1I:~flectr::~ 
pofe himfelf ,and h~~ Army fome til~e In compofing the A.ff:irs bf his b~ sb~~~d\:~~ 
late conquered Provlnces, and, refionng Peace and TranquIllIty to the many, t? hi~ 
Inh ~ants, Having (pent fdme years at home td this purpbCe, his DOmInH.>n , 

Sol ers, accufiom'd to Victory and Spoil, and impatient of Eafe and 
Re humbly petition'd to be led to new Conquefis upon the Greek 

...EJn e. The prudent, and, in the Adminifiration of 'the pUDlick Affairs, 
the moft politick, Othman, readily promifes to grant their Requeft, but 
however, fays he, the Prdpagation of the Maho>nefan Religion is not 
to be negleCted, and puts them in mind thac the Precepts of the KlJran 
are I to be prefetr'd to Riches and Empire, Wherefore he proves to 
them' by the Law of the Koran, that the Chriflian Princes ought fira 
to be peaceably invited to the Mahometan Religion, and in cafe they 
refufed to obey, were then, by the Divine Law, to be declar'd Ellemies 
,of God and the Tn1th, and for their Obftinacy to be fubdu'ed and cbaf.
tifed with Fire and Sword; Accordingly, an EdiCt is fene the 
Chau es * (2), fignifying td all the Prince of AJia Minor, that they 

uft e er embrace Mahometifm, or pay tribute, or be fubdued by 
" the Sword. The News of this thutidering Edict reaching he Ears of 

all, Michael Koft, Lord of Bi/ejik, was the firft that fubmitted to the" 
Mahametan Superftition, which afterwards procur'd 4im and his Pofteri- • 
ty lor many ages great Honour and Credit with the' Othman Emperor~. 

is Example was follow'd by the Prince of the City Lib/cbiji, whp, tho' 
-·he efufed to turn Mahometan, became Vaifal to Othman and delivered 

his Son to him in Bondage, The Lords alfo of Lifka and Chddar/y * Many eltie. 
1". b" d h' D .. h . f 1 I"rl'b are added co 
lU ~e8e t elr omlfllOns to t e paymen~ ... 13 a year y 1 rl ute. his Empire, 

XVIII, About the fame time the Cities Mortun;, Goinik, Tarakly 
Enguijefi, KayahiJar, Hejeji, Akhyfor, Karachyn *, Tekkurba~arf, and 
fome others, whore Princes had contemn'd both the Religion and Do-

ANN 0 TAT ION S, 

.. The Reader is [0 take notice for 
the future , that the Letters Ch in all 
the Words mark'd with an Afterisk 
are to be pronounc'd like the Englifh 

, otherwife like K. 
(7.) By the Chaoifcs *] [There are 

( according to Ricaut) a fort of Mer. 
feogers who attend at the Prime Vi. 
~es's Palace, to <.lrry Letters and 
Commands to any part of the Em
pire. There are now between five 

nft f1% hundred who have from 
twelve co Forty AlPers (about our 
H penny) a day. Their chief 

ce is caU'd CbtlUs· B,,(bee to 
. ore Cuf\:Qdy Prifoners of ~ality 

Me committed. Chriil:ian Renega
does for their Incouragement and 
Subfiftenct, are commonly admitteci 
into this Rank, becau(e, und"rftand
ing other Languages, are moft fervi,.. 
ceab\e on Mdrages into fortign 
Countries, and fometimes are fent 
with the Title of Ambafi"ador, as one 
was once into France, England, and 
Holland. They ferve Iikc:wife as a 
fore of Apparitors or Serjeants to 
caJI che guiley PerCon to Jufiice. 
Their Arms are a Scymiter., a Bow, 
and Arrows, and a Truncheon with 
a Knob at the End, caU'1! TOpus.] 

F mlnIOn 
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minion of Othman, being weakeh'd by the frequent Incurfions of Chau
jhibeg ., formerly Ertogrul's fervant, he at laft take hem all) ahd 
annexes them to the Othmanic Empire. 

Of1,;"_ 'Cobli· XIX. Whiift Othman was employ'd in thefe Conquefls) ,nation 
til'~.t::;;; of 'Iarlari call'd Ohaudar * coming from the Kingdom of Kcr). :an t , 
~~ 'dnl~r~ce unexpeCtedly invade his Dominions, and dearoy all with Fi and 
"IS re IglOn. ,.' 
t Phrygia. Sword, to the very Walls of Carachy/ar. Othman, then refl ng at 

Jenghifoeri; when he heard the unfortunate neWi, immediately leads 
his Army Into the field. At Oinajh (a Town then in ruins near Cara- • 

. thy jar ,) he braveiy attacks and routs the ravaging crartars, killing 
great numbers, and taking mote Prifoners. Thefe upon their embra
dng the Mahometan Religion, we~e afterwards refror'd to lib~rty, 
and retnain'd for ever within the jurifdiCl:ion of Carachyfor (3)' 

I 

Th!C~~quefu XX. Among the Sons bt Othman, Orchan (his Su€ceifor in 'the Em-
of vrcmm Son . ' 11 d" d' . h f h • • ofOtbinqh. plre . ce e In Virtue an Bravery. Wit part 0 is ' Father's Army-

he conquer'd the Cities Carachtbejh * A/eofu;) Pirgos, 'tekinhijarz". 
Then he returns to his father, leaving the Comman.d of his ~ rtes '~ 
Cognllza/~em, who frorms and takes th(( Cafiles of ..Akari, and '1uzba- ' 

• zari, and difpatching the famous Captain Akije Coja, lays wafte the 
• Province of Iznigmid to the very WallS,of the City. The Governor of 

Iznigmid complaining to the Emperor at Conjlantinop/e of the Fury of 
.ethe Othl(lanida, ·and informing him of the imminent danger the City 

was in, the Emperor fent fome thoufands of well-armed Forces to his 
relief. But Abdu/rahman another of Othman's Captains, having··intel
ligence of their coming, fuddenly meets ~hem in the Field of r ailazO
'Va. The Greeks, when they .could no longer withftand the Fury of 
the Othmanidte, turn'd their backs to the Conquerors, but being pur-

• fu'd) many were flain, great numbers taken) and but very few ef
cap'd by an early flight, to catry the unfortunate news to their Em
peror. 

Othman being XXI and XXII, Tho' Othman, exhaufied with labour, continual 
feiz'dwiththc E d" d Id A h db r."d . h h 'd'ft Gout, Orchan xpe mons an 0 ge, a een lel7. Wit t e tormentl11g 1 em per 
°bver~ns B

d
;- of the Gour, yet preferving the vigour of his mind, and perceiving a 

t ~)'IlIQ, an 
takes Pruf4 moil: 
the Mctropo-- .I 

lis. 
ANN b TAT ION S. 

(3) Othmanic Empire] Some Cbrif 
tian Writers ilfcribe many more Vic· 
tories to Othman, particularly the 
Taking of Nice in Bithynia, Neapo. 
lis in 'ihrace, Anc~ra in Phrygia and 
other Cities of Natolia. But Lince the 
Cf'ur1cijh Annals exprefsly m~ntjon in 
what yeat and by whom thefe Cities 
were taken, namely N it( in the year 

of the Hegira 726, by Orthan, An· 
tyra in 761, by Murad I, and relate 
as it were with the fame Pen, that Of
chall fjrft attempted to pafs into EII
rope, we cannot be blam'd if we 
doubt of the Faithfulnefs of thefe 
Narrations, till they are confirm'd 
~ the ftronger Tefiimony of .h • 

"rlcifh Hiftorians. \: . I 
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Book i. bth' an Dr Ofm ri 9 
moa prbfperous fuccefs attended his Arms, he fend s. his Son Orchti1l 
with numerous Forces, to fubdue the Provinte or Bjthinia , goverr1'd, 
as we obferv'd, by. Ormu, and jf poffible to, take Pruf~ the !y1ecrppolis 
of the Kingdom. Orl1us, unable to meet Orchan in the Field, is ob
l,ig'd to remain within tpe Walls of his Capital" a ,City otherwife very 
iIrong and !l:or'd with eight years Pr'ovifions. Orchan clofely befi ging 
the Clty, .and annoying it wi.th continual attacks, met with a ga li\.Qt 
refi£l:atife from Ornus and his Garriton. 13m, (t,O qfi ~he lang'uage of 
the Pfalmift) except the Lord keep the City, the Watchman wake;, in 
vain. For Michael, who had lately abjur'd the Cht:ijlian Religion, and 
was now chief Counfe1lor ~o Orchan, artfully perfwade~ Ornus, 1fter 
a long and obftinate Siege, to , furrende~ at laft upon Capitulation r SQ" 
on payment of thirty thoufand Gol4 Crowns, the fives .of t~e Inhabi
tants were fpar'd, and the famous City of Prufa, without the eff»fion 
of one drop of 'I urkifo B!ood, was delh:ered to Orchajt:in 'd~e yea;- of . H, 726. • 

the Hegira 726 (4). ' A, C. la26. 
• 1 . "" 

XXIIi. ,As human happinefs 1s t~lao~ pute
r a~d \2.~mixt, 0 a1'/, Olh"'~" di~sl 

. ' ' . ~ft of.' his t~1u~ph an~ joy' for the taking of this reno~nc.d ~~:~f,{g~~~; 
it}', receives the melancholy ne~s that his Father was dyjng, and hs.d to 11is Son 

therefore commanded hinj to t~pa:ir to liini with aU poafble dlligente. Orchall. , 

Orchan, obedient to his Father'S command, leaves a {hong Garrifon in I , 

l'rtifa, and with few attendants returns to yenghijheri, 'where he foune! • 
his Father almoft expiring. Othman giving him his paternal B~nediai-o 

n, and bequeathing to him his Empire~ ,the fame year Prufa was ta
ken, in the month Ramazan, refign'd his laft breath, in the, 69th .ye'll' 
of his age, after a reign of twenty fix years, ihree monih~ anq tcn, 
days (5). ,. 

o T it M A '1 

(4-) [As the Cbrifiian Hiftorians 
for the moft patt fay, this City was 
taken by old Sultan Othman himfelf, 
fo they pretend it was effeeted in the 
following manner. The Sultan after 
taking the Town., perceiving the Caf
tie to hold out, ordered it to be re-

rted that he was dead and had juft 
before hjs Death, defir'd to be buried 
'n the Greele Convent in the Caftle, 
with about forty Pufon$ to attend 
his Funeral, and if this Requeft was 
granted. his Army was to retire. 
The credulous Monks Yery readily 
c() plied, and a. Coffin full of Arms 
with Othman himfelf In difguife and 
thirty nine others being. aamitted, 

~ tl, y kiz\1 the Gat(", ltt in more 

J •• 

Troops, and took the Cilftle. M. 
Lucas gtYes this Account in his Tra· 
vels to the Levant, wherein he de· 
fcribes the Place with its Monuments 
of Antiquity. numerous BathsJ. se· 
pulchtes of the 'Iurlcifo. Sultans, ~ 
the Ruins of antient Palace!; &c. by 
which it ~ppears to have been a very 
confiderable Place. The Reader wiJl 
fee prefently a probable Conj/lcture 
of our Author how the Chriftian 
W ri~ers came to think this Cit)" was 
takeo by Othman.1 

(5) ten days] Philipp us LDmurlls, 
and other Cbriftian Writers afcribe to 
him a Reign of twenty eight year, 
but we think the 'rurltijh Hiftoriam, 
as bener informed and more du-

e 

• 
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o T H MAN'S lafl Words to his Son 0 R C HAN as 'k
tant in the Eiflorian Saadi. 

• 

WHEN thefe tWO Princes beheld one another, with Ijprts in-
flam'd with affeetion, Orchan lamented and faid, "db! Oth 

cc man! Thou Fountain of ' Emperorsf Lords of the W rId t Thou 
ee Conqueror and Subduer of Nations t'J' The excellent Kiq( cailing 
.his, dying Eyes on him, in a languHhing voice, exprefs'd himfelf 
thus: " Lament not, 0 my sours delight! for this my 1aft Confliet is 
fit the Lot of aU Human Kind, common to young and old, who e-

' . qual1y breath the fame Air of this malignant World. Whilft I now 
cc pafs to Immortality, live thou Glorious, Profperous, and Happy. 
" 'Since Ile~ve thee for Succeifor, I have no eaufe to grieve at my de
c' attUre. I will give thee my laft Inftruetions, to which be attentive. 
cc Bury the cares of this Life in oblivion. I conjure thee, rowfi'd 

, c' .w· Felicity, lean 1l0~ t~ Tyranny, nor fo much as look towards 
· c, ruelty. Ou the contrary, ..cultivate jufiice, and therewith bel- ... 
~c .l~lh the Earth. Rejoice my departed Soul, with a bea Iful fer ) 
' ,e' df Viftories, and when th,ou art J?ecome Conqueror of the Wo ld, -

• ' c' · propagate Religion by thy Arms, and exercife a juft Friend1bip to

~ wards the ,Runuean Kingdoms (6}. Promote the Leamed to Honors • 
, , , " . . . '~ · So 

~ , ..... , 
• 

. . , ., , 
' 'fa e; :lre to be followed, who unani
I moirlly allow him but twenty fix Lu

nar Years, three Months and ten 
Days, that is, about twenty five So
lar Years, five Months, and feven
teen days. [When Othman's Coffers 

• came to be open'd, no T,eafure or 
Jewels were found there, he having 
liben.J1y beftow'd his Money upon his 
Warriours, fo that the Wealeh he 
]c{c his Sons was, his Example to 
imitate, large Dominions, many 
Horfes and much Armor fit for Ser

. 'ct, and efpecially great Herds of 
Cattle and Flocks of Sheep. Of 
thefe laft it is remarkable, that there 
arc at this day in the Paftures near 
Prllfo, Sheep belonging to the Grand 
5eignor which are iaid to com~ from 
thofe of Olb11lflfJ. lie lies buried at 
Burfoh, where his Tomb is ftill to be 
ken in a certain Chappel of an ole! 
Monaftery in the CafUe. But whe.
!her this be fo or no, it is certain the 
Tombs of the Sultans that were after. 
:wards b~ricd there, refcmble Chap-

, 
pels, and are tin'd with Marble -and 
Jafper, and their Domes paillted with 
Azure and fine Ornaments in Gold 
and Red, their Floors are covered 
with Tapeftry, on which lie the Cof
fins of the Sultans with their Tur
bants and Arms about them.] 

(6) RU1ncean Kingdoms] [Regna 
RUfflllo1'um. D' Herbelot obfel'ves, that 
Rum was a name given by the Arabi
a"s and other Eafte'rn Nations [0 the 
Countries, which the Romans tirft, and 
afterwards the Gretkl and '.furia, re
duced to their Obedience. But more 
particularly, according to Ebn Al~, 
~iin his Geography, the Countr~i 
eaU'd Rum begins at the Wefterri 
Ocean and contains Gala/uti, Galliw 
cia; ARdaluz , Spain; AfranJa, 
France; RfJmiah, Iraly j N""fiah, 
Germany ~ Lth and C htb - , Poland 
and Bohemia; lnki/Qr, Englltnd; 
Majar, Hungary; to COllJi""ti7lopie 
and the Euxi"e-Sea, where bejoins the 
Country of th(Sccalebah or Sla'fJts. M 
Scia'flonians bordering upon the II. 'Il ; • 

jiallJ, 



.'- · -.Book I. Othman or Of man 
So the Divine Law. fhall be el1:ablHh'd, and in . what Place {oever 

cc thou beare£~ a Learned Man, let Honour, Magnificence, and Cle .. 
" mency attend him. Glory not in thy Armies, nor pride thy feI 
(( in thy Riches. Keep neat thy Perfon the Learned in: the Law, and 
" as Jul1:ice is the Support of Kingdoms, turn. fr m every thing re
l( pugnant thereto. The Divine Law is our fole Aim, :tnd our Pro
" g~efs is on]y in the Paths of the Lord. Imbark not in vain Ur.der
C( t~kings or fruitlefs Contentions. For it is not our Ambition to en
(C jqy the Empire of the World, but the Propagation of the Faith was 
cc . peculiar defire, which therefore it becomes thee to accomplilh. 
cc Study to be impartially gracious to All, and take care to difcharge 
cc the publick Duties of thy Office; for a King not dil1:inguilhed byGood
" nefs and Bounty, belies the Name of a King, Let the Protection of thy 
" Subjects be thy conl1:ant Study; fo {halt thou find Favour and Pro
ce tection from God." Othman, Refuge of the Faithful, having finilh
ed thefe Inl1:ruClions, his Soul d,eparted to the Regions of Eter~ity. 

ANNOTATIONS. 
• • 
flans. And IanIy, the Country frill pont. :And in this Country Rum 
more properly calld Rum, viz. Ro. properly fo call'd, reign'd the y. 

~ 
Rumilia, that is 'I'brace and nafty of the Seljukian Sultans, call'd 

. modern Greece. The Autbor of the by the Arabians, Seiajelcqh Rum, or, the 
M affahat alardh, or, Extent of the SeJjucidm of Rum, from -Whom the 
Earth fays, that Rum, in which he Othmanidce or prefent 'lurks deriv'd' 

~ lhcludes Part of Afia Minor, is their Original, which is the reafon • 
J bounded on the Weft, by the Canal that the Perjians and M oguls frill call 

of the Black-Sea, on the South, by Be/ad the 'l'urlcs to this day, Rumi. From. 
Sham and Belad jairah, Syria and Ebu Aluardi's Defcription of Rum it: 

",.- Mefopotamia, and Arminiah, Arme· appears that by the Reg11a Rumceorum, 
nia, on the Eaft and N orch by Belad the Kingdoms of the Rumi, here menti
Kurg, Georgia, and B~hr Bontos~ the on'd by.O!hman, nre to be underftood 
Euxine·Sea, and that In the MIddle ,the Chrij1,al1s of Europe, and by, ex
of this Country of Rum, is, Gbebal ' ''''ifill!. juft Frimdfhip towards them 
Carman, (the Mountain of CarllttJania he doubtlefs meant, obliging them to 
or Mount 'l'allrus, where inhabit ma- t_Ql~' Mahometifm, which in the 
ny 'I'urkijh and 'I'urcoman Families) opini,9h of the 'l'urks, is the greateft" 
the ridge of which Mountain extends Kindnefs or Friendlliip that can be 
from'IbarJus in Cilicia to the Selu!- thown Chriftians.] 

From 'the Death of Soliman Shah in I2I9 to the Death of O/man I. in 
132.6, there reigned in Europe, as follows. 

. ' . ~RO BE Il T (Son or Brother of P Z T III de Courte-
nay) I2.22. -29-

A~ Conjtantinoplt, B A L D WIN II. 1229 ·62; 
: M I C H A E L PAL EO LOG t1 S 1261 -82_ 

ANDJt.ONICVS P~L_ the Elder uh -1325-

• 

2 l 
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The Othman Hiftory. 

In the Weft. 

From the Death of F REO E~ J C II. 1250 to 12739 
was a Sort of Inttrregnum, in which time were e
Jected HENRY of crhuringia, WI L L I AM 0 Hollalld, 
RIc HAR D Duke of Cornwal Son o f King J 0 H N of 

EniJand, AL PH 0 N SUS the I'Vift. During thefe 
twenty three years, -Were extinguilh'd the great Fa.
milies of Suabia, Auftria and '.Thuringia. 

RODOLPHU s of Habsbu1-gb, 1273-91 . 
AooLPHusof Naffau, 1291-98. .~ 
ALBERTUS Son ()f ODOLPHUS, 1298-13°8. 
HEN R Y of Luxemburg, 13°8-13-
LEW I S of Bavaria, 13 13-46. 

{
E D WAR D 1. 12 72 -13°7. 

In England. ED WAR D II. 13°7-27. 

In France. 

LEW I S VIII. 1223-26. 
LEWIS IX. 1226-70. 

PHI LIP the Hardy. 1270-86. 
PH I LIP the Fair. 1286-1313' 
LEWIS X. 1313-15-
PH J LIP the Long, 1315-21. 
CHARLES theFair, 13 21 -27-

The End of the Reign of 0 T H M Ii N • 
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TheREIGN 

o 
Second E M ·P E ROR of 

, ; I 

the f T U. R K IS • . 

• • 

BOOK .I. 

Nicomedia j"ur,-end.ers to Orehan. II. He removes the 
Seat oj' his Empire to Hurfah, coins mafZ'!Y, if his own • 
name, and models the Arn':J'. III. He Plffs • his Army 
under regular Pay, and propagates his Religion. IV .. He 
takes Nice after a long Siege, and man"i~t the Grecian 
Widows to his Soldiers. V. He tRRes the Jlrong Co/He of 
Kemluk , and firfJ founds Schools anI Academies •• 
VI. Having weaRen'd the Grecians in Afia, he politick!!, 
gains the Mufulman Princes to his Dominio1!' VII. He 
unites to his Empire the maritime To'lt.7ns. VIII. He .fttjJ 
{ends his Son Soliman into Europe, woo with his jleet 
takes two European Ports. IX. Callipolis forrenders to 
Soliman. X. Orchan finds his other Son Murad with a new 
Army into Europe, where, be.fides others, he takes the 
firong City Chorlu·. XI. Soliman, Son of Orchan, is 
Rill' d ~ a fall from Dis Ho1ft.· 'XIL Ache-beg'" tales 

Ib' • 
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the Ci9' 0/ Dydomothychon, which is rejlored to the Z~ 
"itants !Jy Orehan. XIII. Orehan's Death and CharaEter. 

Onha" is falu-ort H MAN being dead, his Son Orchan (I r in the thirty fifth year of. 
:~wt~::N;: his age, and of the Hegira 726, on the loth day of the Monch 
CDtIwlia fur- of· Ramazan, was immediately faluted Emperor of the Oth-
ren~~726. monidlZ. Orchon having in his Father's Life-time (as 'cis f~id) taken • 
A. C. '326. Prufo (t), and {ubdued the Territory of that City to his dominion, . 

{pends the firft year of his Reign in fetding the affairs of Ajia, and 
H. 727. eftabliihing his new Empire. But the next year, he at onC()i'foverruns 

A. C. 1327, the whole Province of Semenduro, extending from the 'Cityof Aitos 
to Iznigmid or Nicomedia. Then he leads his Army ~gajnft IztJigmid, 
which tho' difficult to be taken-, he clofely befieges and conquers. 
Calojones the Governour, who rather .deferted than defended the City 
committed to his care, when he raw Orchan's Army approach, flies 
away in the night to the Caftle of Coiu,nhifar. Orchon hearing of his 
flight by {orne Captives, {ends part of his Army to inveft that Caftle 
alfo, which being eafily taken, and Calojanes flain with an arrow; be 
oaufes his head to be fixed on a Pole, and ihown in terror, to the Nt'
c~edions. They feeing the head .of their Governor and G ral, 
fend Ambatradors to agree with .Orchon upon Articles of urrend 
and {o qbtaining liberty to retire with their lives and goods to Conjlan-. 

• 

• tinople, they deliver up the City to Orchan. 

ANNOTATIONS. 
\ (' 

• (I) Orcha*] t Nicephorus Gregoras 
Book XV. C~ap. 5. Sea. 2. calls him 
H,reanus or Orehaner, and fays, 'he 
married Maria, (or ~ccording to Can
tacuzenus, Book III. Ch. 92. cfbeo
dor") Daughter of Johannes Canta. 
cIIZ/nus. Of this, tho' the 'Iurlcijh 
Hiltorians are entirely filent concern-

• ing it, we are unwilling to doubt, 
bt:caufe it is hardly credible that a. 
Chrtjlian Writer, and Father of this 
:Maria, fhould relate a Falfity which 
could be attended with nothing l;>ut 
difgrace, both to the ChrijlitJn ReJi· 
gion and the Emperor himfelf; or 
fuould propofe from thence any 
praire to him{eJf. But whether he 
had any Children by this marriage 
or not, finee no Hiftorian, that we 
ha vie feen, has informed us, we chure 
a1fo to pafs it oYer in filence. [Jo
hannes Cantaeuzenus Guardian to the 
Emperor A"dro"icus's two Sons, u
{urp'd the Throne in 1338, but be~ 

ing dethron'd, he retired to a Mo:; 
naftery on Mount Athos, where he 
wroce the Hiftory Of })is own 
Reign, which is reckoned the Mafter
piece of the modern Greeks.] 

(2) Having la/un Prufa] The Chri
Jlian Writers refer the caking of Pru
fa to the times of Othman, who they 
tell us, died the following year • 
This miftake feems to arile from 
the Lofs of Prufo, (which . was a 
very great calamity) being known 
to Greece before the news of Oth
man's death could arrive [here. For 
it is ufual in the Othman Court to 
eonceal with great care the death of 
the Emperor, efpecially from their 
Enemies. Now the great exactn Is 
obferv'd by the 'Iurkl}h W rirers in-.. ·' 
marking the days of the deaths of 
th~ir Emperors, · will fcarce permit 
us to doubt of the truth of this 
Narration. 
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II. In the year 728, be took by Capitulation under the conduCt of H. 728. 

Alilug, the City of Her/lie (call'd afterwards Karamuftkt) Capital of A. c. 13:ti 

the Province of Semendura. Orchan, when he had fubdu'd aJl the for- Or(baNh~eS-• moves eat 
ti6ed places of Bithjnia, except NiclZa; the fame year removes his. toPrufo, and 

Imperial Seat from Jenghifheri to Prufo, and by the advice of his Bro- A:;~ the 

ther A/adin, abolilhing the Seljukiaff money, makes a new Coin, in-
{crib'a with his own name. He orders the Inhabitants of Cities to be 
diftinguilh'd from thofe of Villages by different Habits; and alfo was 
pleafed that the military Men lhould be diftinCl, who before differ'd in 
nothing from the Chrifiian Soldiers. He inroll'd a new Militia of Foot, 
(of which there had yet been none among the Othmans) and taught 
them to make Engines, for taking of Towns, (which before they were 
entirely ignorant of) and made his Brother A/adin General of his Ar
mjes, and fet him over the Publick Affairs with the new Tide, of 
Prime Yiz;r. 

III. In the year 729, Orchan fir{\: affign'd the Soldiers (who befGre H. 729-
·were- all Volunteers) regular Pay, namely a Nikrll a day, (fo his new A. C. 13,29-

Coin was call'd, being in value about the fourth part of a filver ~~ ~~~!~es ' 
ITral:h a.) However, when they were not upon duty, he appointed them-..l>v , an~ pro- . 

I to live peaceably on their own potreffions, free from all contributi- f:to~~s hJS Re
ons. But this Infantry, being taken from the dregs of th! Peafants, 
a rough and unch-iliz'd generation, very frequently rais'd, or endea- • . 
vour'd to raife, mutinies. Orchan obferving this, abolilhes that Body, • 
and puts in their room as many Chriflian youths as can poffibly ~ pro,,; 
cur'd; whom he 6rft caufes to be inftruCted in the ~metan Faieh, 
and then to be inroll'd. So, in a ilion time he not only goe a nume
rous Army, but alfo greatly enlarged the Maho11lelan SuperftitioD. If 
any of the '1'urkijh Peafams, contemed ,with his own potreffions, was 
willing to be inroll'd, they were permitted to ferve among the Ho fe, 
under the S4njakbegs and BalukhaJhis, by the name of Mufellem, 
that is, the Free. • 

IV. The military Orders, and a new Soldiety being thus re-ella- He takes Ni

bliili'd, and the number of Forces greatly increafed; Orchan chis fame j4'Q a f~er a 

year befieges Iznik or NiclZa, which almoft wholly deftroy'd by a two a~dg!~:; 
years continual Siege, Famine, and Peftilence, is compcll'd to furrender tt,~d~:;;i~lfhit 
at the mercy of Orchan; who, when the Inhabitants by their DeP.Utie,s Soldiers. 

g their lives with leave to retire to Conjlantinop/e, very g~eroufiy 
permits them to take aifo what riches they can, carry with the~ 
Whereupon, the NicfianJ feeing Orchan's clemency, voluntarily become 
Tributaries to the Oth .. "",;c .Empire, .and remain'd free in their; pof-
feffions and houfes. OrclNl" in the year 730, enters the City, . and, H. 730. 

when the Wives of the Gre~is, kill'd by. famine and war, bewail their A C -• . _ tHe_ 
Widowhood in his prefcoce, commands the Otbmamc . Courtie~ .and 

H Noble. 
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Nobles to marry them, and treat them as honourably as"Mufulman Wo
men. By this means, many W(i)men of noble bIrth, and alfo of inf.ctior 
condition, received at once Husbands, and the MahDmttQn Faith. Af
ter the taking of Nictza, the Fame of Orchon's humanity to his 
Subjeets flying over the neighbouring Regions; not only the NicteIJRJ, 
of whom great Multitudes had by flight avoided the Siege, but alfC) 
numberlefs Inhabitants of other Cities and Towns, not yet fubdued by 
the Othmanic Arms, flock to NicIZIJ. By which means, in the fpace 
of one year, Nicrza fo abounded with Inhabitants, that it feem'd (0 ri· 
val even the City of Conjlantinople. 

H . 734· V. In the year 734, Orchan takes by capitulation the Cafi:le of 
A. C. 1334· Kemluk, fortified by Nature and Art, after a whole year's clofe Siege. 
~~~~kCa~: ' This Caftle had been often, tho' in vain, attempted by Othman. In 
~~f;:::1~ the year 73 6, O"ch~n ad~rns the City of Prufa with a ~e\V Mofch. 
Schools, Academy, and Hofpltal, Structures truly royal. But efpeclally the A-

H. 73 6. cademy, which was founded in a Monafiery, became fo famous, and 
'\. c.:. 1336. illuftrious for Profeffors of the liberal Arts, that out of A rabia and 

PerJi4, which before were looked upon as the Preceptors of the W'orld: 
vcr} many to pur[ue their fiudies, flocking thither, difdain'd not to 

, .. "'e the difciples of the Othmanid~. ;' 

!~~~~~~'~~~: VI. Orchan, after he had by his Arms fubdued upon the Greek!, the 
r;anJ of Aji'!, forementioned Cities and Territories, by his Policy and Art of Govern ... 
Ot'(/;an poil-' t: h' h h f: . h . h' d . ticklygamsthe ment, lor w IC e was amous; contnves ow to UOlte to IS OIDI'" 

M~fulman . pion the reft If the Ajiatick Provinces, which were in fubj.eCtion to 
Pri nces to hIS • • • . • 
dominion. fome Mufulm ~. PrlOces, the remams of the Seljuktan EmpIre. He 

begins with the dominions of Ajilanheg, who dying and leaving a 
young Son caU'd Cajhimbeg ) Orchan under pretenfe of being his Fof
ter-father and Protector, places him near his Perfon, and fei~es his 
whole Province. 'l'urjonbeg, another young Prince, imitating his ex
ample, dedicates to the Othm01zic Scepter the Cities of Atdynjik, Mi. 
'nas, Balykefre, Bergame, and Ermid. Near to thefe, Uluhad, Ktibliul, 
and Eblius, which as yet acknowledged tbe Empire of the Greeks, 
were reduced by the force of his Arms. Micbalche, * the Son of Ke
ramajloria a noble Macron, taking warning by t~ir misfortune, deli .. 
vers op his paterna'l poffeffions (which from his name are at this day 
caU'd by the Turks, Muchillich *) to be held of Orchan in Vaffalage. 
Mean while a contention arifes between Turjonhtg and his Brother Ha
je/heg; the former offers to Orchan, the Principality which he had b 
fore promis'd him, but the latter refufes to confent to it. A War ~ ... 
from thence being kindled, they had recourfe to Arms. Haje/beg being 
the weaker, quitted the Fielc1, and betook himfelf to the City of Ber
game. Orchan taking Occafion from this quarrel of the Brothers tep 
feize the Province; with a cunning HypocrHy, fays he, " it is 110~ 
J' juft nor allowable by tbe Mllb'''"tlln ReligionJ that by reafon ~f 

I ~.' tme 
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" the rage kindled between th~ Brothets~ even orie drop ot MufiJbfldh 
" Blood {bo\1'd ~ fpitt; yea rtther it is A fin to tbfitend with Arms 
" about what may be decided by La "II." Wherefore he orders the Bto
th rs to meet undet the Walls of Bergtllhe, and actottling tb the pte
fcription bf the Law, to make ah equal divifion or the P6ffeft()h~. 
Both agreed to the Sentence of the Judge. But at theit fir{\: meefittg. 
~ttrfonl)fg, ftabb'd with a dart by his Btothet, (who I'r~teHded to t!~-

• btate him) falls dOWh dead befote Orthan's Mediatots. Hajel/ug, likt 
• another Cain, being feiz'd with hotrot after th~ d~ed, and dttadlng 

bnth his own People, and the Othmdnidd, endellvoUts to tbtit the 
Guts 0 the City, and oppofe O;'c);an with Arms) but in vaIn, for 
the Citizens abhorring the murder and juftly featit1g OtehIJ"'s paw .. 
et, deliver up to him both their City and Ptihce; Whd, afcer lafigliilb .. 
ing twO years in prllon, died at BUFjdh. The fame fate attended th! 
Prince of Ulubad, who being falfeIy accu(ed of a t~vEjlt, is ~u tG 

death. Whereupon the whole Provihce of CarajuJ with tJJulJdd, ac
knowledge the Sovereignty of Orchon. Thefe thihgs Were trartfattac1 
Slbout the end of the year 737, fInd of the Cht'iflltiH IEra i3l'. - • • 

VII. In the beginning of the year 738, the tnaritirrte! TOWfis Af1 H. nS. 

thor and E",ru4, (which yet temain'd under the deplorable rule af the A. . ' 338. 

ChriJlianJ) hearing Orchan wali preparing ~h Army :tgaInfl them, tfse E~;~ Ctht 
chufe rar:her [0 (uttender thetnfelves to his clemency, than by ttfir r't- mari{ime . 

fiftance to experience his fury; whore t~8.mple being followed by Tow~,. , 

fome ocher Towns and Caftles) they were united to the Othman;c 
Empire. \ ; • 

i ' 

VIII. Orthan's Ambrtioh (<<m'd rAthet to' be' iofl1tt\'d ilian fatisfied, H. 73 8. 

with the courfe of his Ajintic Vitlorles. Wheref6re hitvitig conquer'd ~13 38. 
all Bithynia, in the yeat 738, he fe'nds his Son 8fJllfJ/af/ to attemp a ~1'0~;h:~ 
pafTage into Europt, jOlhitlg with him tire moll: fatI1duS Capta:lns of his [em i to Eu

time, Achthrg -, GtJ~ifdz,f, and Orllujl1tg, (or its othel Wticefs are ~~ Po'!u~.:: 
pteaJed to fay) GaziJdfyl. ratuhjtbtg arid MitIJdlbl1 (3). Wherefofe • 

SdllHidfl 
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(3) Mltb4lb4] 'The Cbfljlilill W"i. hJs lid~lt'C. At 'th~ a!y the'r~ ft~ 
ten live Ide noth; certain (.as fll mains> a very muc'ifall itdllf.toblidgt 
as 1 find) concerning either his at Adrianople, built over the river 

1r or Fortune But the 'Iurlci/h Aria,. a famous Monument of his 
Siftorians tell us, he was de(cended Son, who after his Father was caJJ'd 
from the Empc:l'or~ Gf 'Ir"~itmJd, Michal. T.b'is Btidg.d filii) re ins tlle 
(perhaps ot the COf1Int"ia" race) And Ntmc .of itjiBuildClr~ btiR8 caJr~ MI~ 
abjwing the Chrqlum. embtK'd eblJw,,1i ~Pi.fi J thjt is t th4 Bridtl 
the MaiHfMt",." Faith; and was Ie of Milbal', 3n But whether I'i 
belo(d (as they fay) by 0,,6,,", was of royal raGt I daft no YGf16 
dlat, he would do nothing without ture to aIfi'rm, thQ' the name of 

Michael· 

J 
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Partl The . Othman Hiftory. 
Soliman taking with him eighty chofen men, under pretenfe of hunt .. 
ing, defcends into the region of Aidil1jik, and furveys the Afiatic 
Shores. But as it was death by an Edict publifued by the Emperor of 
ConJiantinople, and confirmed by the reft of the Chrifiian Princes, for «fly 
-one even in a little boat to go over on the A/iatie fide, or for an Oth
man ~o fail <?ver into Europe; neceffity whetting his invention, Soli
man Jays two Rafts on Ox-bladders tied together by the necks, on 
(me of which he, gets fi~fi himfelf. and in the night, the mooPl being at 
fuU, pa£fes over more happily than he expected, from a village in .dfia 
to the Caftle of Hamni in Europe. Soliman having thus wafted over 
his followers, they brft feize a Country-man, who thro' , under
ground paffage £h~~i~g them an eafy entrance inco the Town, dcftitute 
of Guards~ they fi!d~enly furprife the People opprefied with fleep, and 
little expecting fuch' an invafion. Wherefore Soliman taking the 
men prifoners, and . judging it more prudent to deal gently with them 
than roughly, trea~s hi~ captives very civilly, fwearing to give them 
their liberty with ample Prefents, if any of them underfianding Sea
affairs, wou'd conduct into Ajia, the Ships which lay in [he Harbours 
of Balair and Akchiliman*. The Captives, allur'd by Orchltn's c1e
~ency and promifes, tranfport into Europe from Ajia in a' few hours, 

""'about three thoufand Othmam. On the morrow he fuddenly 
took the Caftle of HyaJobonia, and fupplying it with Provifions 
and a Carrifon, gave it in cuftody to Achebeg*; from whofe na~ 
.that Territory is at this day call'd Ache(Yl)aJi. 

'Cal/ipo/is ~W- IX. Geli~olij or Calli polis , put indeed a fiop to his progrefs. 
renderstoSo/i- The Governdr, (who is mentioned by the Turkijh Writers by the 
man. name of C:JJaconias) a£fembling as many of the neighbouring Youth 

as he could, endeavours [0 make head againfi Soliman. The fight 
was long and dopbtful; but the Othmam, fuperior both in courage 
and number, are at laft victorious, and force the Greeks to fly with .. 
in the Walls of their City. Soliman confidering that he could not 

• • take the Town by aifault, without the lofs of his men, refolves to 
humble his enemies by a long S'iege and Famine. Wherefore draw
ing the Garrifons OUt of the Caftles already taken, and preventing all 
relief and provifions Jrom entering, he clofdy befieges the Town. 
Tho' the Governor and Garrifon bravely aefended the place com
mitted to their care; .yet (ir'd . at length with a' :long Siege, and 
weaken'd with frequent alfaults, and moreover deftitute of provifions, 

.., , ,-
f' 
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Michael will hardly fuffer us · to 
doubt of his former Religion.; for 
(0 the beft of our remembrance 
.Jhat name -is .afcribed to none but 
!lim and the Archangel . by the 

lJ'ur/u.. III the Koran or .AlclJra1l, 
this name is written MUcaU, 'but in 
fpeaking or writing to 'Cbrijliam, 
they are wont to ~ay Micba~ , 

.. 
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they deliver up by capitulation in the year of the Hegira 760, Calli- _ H~~ 
polis with the whole Province of Chaireboli or Chari polis (4)' The A. C qi~l 

*ecian Emperor, when he heard of the raking of Calli polis , which 
was jufrly call'd aot only the Key of Conflantinopie but alfo the Bul
wark of Europe, is reported to fay, the rurlu had only taken a Hogay 
and a Potde of Wine (5)' 

X. The next year Sultan Orchan fends a fecond Army into Europe, I!. i Gt 

under the Conduct of his other SOIl J.'Vfurad. The two Brothers uni- A. <.:. 13(l(') . 

ting (h' Forces, Soliman fubdues MalfTara and Ib'iz/am, and Murad hO.Ycshall r~nd'J o 'j~ t~ on /!'Ju"a 

takes the Caftle of Epibatos, about ten hours journey from Conftan- :vi tlian .'\rmy 

tinople, after which he lays fiege to the ilrong City of Chor/u * (or :~;1~ ~:k;~r, 
Z'yrilos) fituated be~ween ConJlantinople and Adrianople. The lnha- Churl •. 

bitanrs relying on the fi:rength of their City by nature and art, ddpife 
the Army of the Othmans, and not only refufe to (urrender upon the 

. honourable terms offered them by Murad; but alfo in vigorous Sallies 
kill1everal thoufands of thejr enemies; and ofcen beac them from their 
Walls, .'till overpower'd with numbers, rather than vanquiih'd, they 

-- were all flain to a man. In revenge of this Daughter, Murad having 
taken the Town, order'd it to be entirely demoliih'd, and levell'd wi 
the "ground, fo that now there fearce remain any iigns of it. By this 
aCt of Cruelty the Inhabitants of pjrg()s, (a Town between ..I.IJrjanDple 
and Chorlu *) were frighted from their habitations, and left their • 
empty Town a prey to the Enemy. After thefe Conquefts, Murad 
joyfully returns with his Army into Ajia, whilft Soliman remains with 
his F orees in Europe. ( . 

XI. This year, however fortunate it was to the Othman Empire, s /. . 
#11111.11 .1$ 

prov'd as fatal to Sulran Orchan. For Soliman (6), when under the kill'd bp fQll 

colour of hunting, he was reviewing his Forces in the Field, and ex- i7,,~e~ 
erciiing, according to the Othman cuftom, his Cavalry in darting their 
Spears, and !hooting their Arrows, was by an unruly Horfe run away 

ANN a TAT ION s. 

(4) ChRirlboli] t c feems to be Chri- lis under Mount Hemus, fituatcd OD 
jJopolis, in which place Gregorar the Banks of the River 'l'unje. 
(Lib. VII. c. 6. Sect. TIl.) fays (5) (Alluding it feems, to the-na.me 
that the Emperor Andronicus built a of a Caftle taken bJ the 'l'urlcs, 
Wall extending from the Sea to the which fignified Hogfty.] 

p of a neighbouring Mountain, (6) Soliman J Grtgorlls feems to call 
(calJ'd by the Turks DeJPot yalaji,) in him by tbe name of a crrojan Leader, 
order to nbftruCl; the way into Ma~ whilft he tells us (Lib. XIV. c. II. 

,edQnia. I wonder from whence Sect. II.) that he married the Daugh
,oha'l1. Dunf. 1hou\d have it, thac rer of. Jobannes Batatzes, and fitft 
Chriflopolis is called by the 7'urlcs, pafs·d over from Afia into EurOfl(f 
:Yanboli. For ranboli is irf 'l'hrace

7 
For the Turks make no mendon of 

abotlt feventy miles (rom Philipopo. any man·s paUing into EurDpe before 
thiS Soliman. 

J I with 
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Part I. 
with, and breaking his leg again!\: a Tree, fell to the ground with 
{uch violence that he inftantly expir'd. 

Av'h;htg., takes XU, Orchan, hearing of the unexpe8:ed death of his beloved Son, 
)'1101110/ "YCOII, 

\,':h ich is ~eao- was fo overwhelmed with grief, that he was feized with an incurable 
red to the In- III r. h' hILl f l'd h' . h' HIll. habitant.l by nelS, w IC lUon yater al 1m In IS grave, owever, ealL 
OrcbaN. his Son's death and his own ficknefs {bould feem to ftifle all . warlike 

thoughts, he fends an Army under th· conduCt of Achebeg,* to con
quer Dydomoth)·con. This General approaching the City before he 
was expeCted, accidentally takes the Governour in the Neig.80urhood 
of the Place, where he had walk'd for his pleafure. The Governour, 
who was of the race of the Greek Emperors, impatient of a hard 
Captivity, purchafes his freedom with the furrender of the City. 
Orchan however, mov'd at that time with the intreaties of the Gre
cian Prince his Friead, (this was 10hannes Cantacuzenus, who had 
married his daughter to Ordan before his acceffion to the Throne) 

.. 

t reftores the City to its former poifeifors. 

XIII. The illnefs contraCted hy the death of his Son, continually 
p eying upon Orchan's old Age, and daily increafing, he died the fame 
year, two months after his Son's misfortune, and was buried in Ma
naflyr CII [he Monafiery of PruJa (7)' He left his Kingdom to his 

Son 
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(7) Manaflyr] There was at Pru-
fa or Bu~rah, a large monaftery, 
(now, turn'd into a Jami or Temple, 
retaining its antient name) in which, 
it is reported, there were in the time 
of the Chrifiian Emperors five thou
rand Monks. Strange ftories are told 
of thefe Monks by the 'turks, in a 

• Book call'd Tacobin Madian. A-
mong the reft, one Story is, that 
thofe Monks from the top of Mount 
Olympus (call'd by the 'turks, KeJhifh 
dagy, or the Mountain of the Monks) 
flew thro' the air over the Propontis 
to the Church of Sana a Sophia at 
Conftantinople, and that they eat only 
every fevench day one Olive or Fig. 
If any Chriflian quefrions the Truth 
of this Story, a 9:urk chinks it fuf
ficiently prov'd, if he !haws it to be 
""ritlen in his Book, For the illi
terate among them, believe nothing 
falfe can poffibly be recorded in their 
Books, I on't think it foreign to 
the purpore to relate here, as an in-

ftance of this credulity a pleafAnt 
Scory which h1ppen'd at Conftanti
nopfe in my time. In the reign of 
Sultan M uftapba the prefent Empe
ror Ach11lCt's Brocher, the Patriarch 
was one Callimcus, who was tolera
bly vers'd in the Greek learning, 
and of unblameable morals. He 
was continually dunn'd by the Proc
tors or Meteveli of the Emprefs Va
lida's Temple, for the intereft of 
money due to them from the Church. 
The Patriarch, having no money to 
difcharge the debt, de fires they would 
grant him a delay till the Monday 
of the following Week. This term 
being expired, the Proctors are with 
him again, and· more urgent for th'el 
money. The Patriarch increacing 
for another Week's rdpite, IS thus 
taken up by the fenior ProB:or. "To" 
" what purpofe (fays he) 0 Patri
" arch, are thefe lies? Our Books 
" tell us, and we certainly believe 
"it, thac your Monks heretofore, 
. " not 

{' 



· Book 1. 2. ORCHA-N 
Son Murad having lived feventy (8), and reign'd hirty-five . .. ts , 
according to Saadi's Computation. The :fur'ks . greatly e'X y ti 1 

""sultan's Clemency, Valour, Juftice and Libera'Hey to the PObr ~ 
and affirm, that it was his conftant praCtice to converfe- : 'wJth 
the Learned; nor would he undertake any thing of moment with
out asking their 3dvice; that he was the firft of their Emperors 
that founded Mqfchs, J ami (9), Medr~p (10), or S hools, and Imar!t 

or 
(f v'5LJ • • I,J r 
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" not only were far from being 
" guilty of lying, or any ill action, 
" but alfo had attain'd to that de
c, gree of Virtue, that being taken 
" up into the Air, they flew from 
" Mount Olympus [meaning Otympus 
in Bythinia different from that in 
Greece] " to San{l4 Sophia, and re
U turn'd the fame way; and were 
., fanfous for other miracles exceed
" jng all human power." The Pa
triarch, as he was very facetious, 
replies, " not the antient Monks on
" only did This, but we a\(o daily 
"do the fame wOJ)ders. I my{elf 
" frequently take a flight from hence 
(he was then at the Patriarchal Seat 
at Phanarium) ., to Pera. Indeed I 
H chufe to fly after Sun-fet, and not 
" very high, in order hi avoid the 
u eyes of the multitude, and the 
&0, imputation of Impofture Ot Ma
"glck." To this [he 'Turks only an
fwered, "did not we tell you, oor 
U Books, wherein we believe no
" thing untrue. is contained, Hy as 
" much ?" It mult however be con
fefs'd, that in fo great a Nation, 
there are many of the learned 'Turks 
who do not implicitly believe -all tqat ' 
is faid in the Koran; tho' they dare 
not openly expre(s their Sentiments. 
So on the contrary, the moft learned 
'Turk, Saadi Effendi (to whom alone 
I am indebted for my 'TurkiJh learn
ing) being one day a3ked by me, 
how he, being a great Mathematician 
and vers'd in the Democratean Philo
fophy, could believe, that Mahomet 
broke the Star oj tbe Moon, and caught 
half oj it jalJing from heaven, in his 
foeve. He replied, " that indeed in 
". the ' courfe of nature it coulp noc 
" be done, nay was contrary to ie, 
" but as this miracle is in the Kor:m 

,I I, '} 

" affirmed to be wrought; he rdl'gn'd 
'~ his rearon and embrac'd l~)eJ M:ira~ 
" .cle. , For, added he. God all' QO , 

" whatever he pleaJes." . (). 
. (8) ,Seventy] From the year,s oj hiS 

life. we ,gather the yt!ar!l of Q,."h,4ti's 
reign. For If he fucceedt!d ~his fl lO r · 
Otpman jn t he tJlirty -fif~h y~ar of his ( 
age, a.nd di d in his feventieth, I it is , 
e,vidwt l~e muft h~ve ft' igo'd , thirty
five , y.ears. H elKe ,we think rhple 
rnifrakffi who :lu.tjbe (0 iji,ro ') 
twenty-two years reign. IIiftori ans ' 
al(o differ in (he Imnnel' of his death: 
Some fay he wa~ LeVJ! • j(.h (1 c
row at the fiege or Prftla, antJ ot11ers, • 
that he fell in a batlle with the'Tar
tars. But without inrlfting that the • 
'l'urkiJh Hiftoriaos . arlf to b~ mon: 
credited ' in the~ 'cl-ornefiick' afiairs: 
it if> agreed by all, $-hat , P~· t(Ja was 
·taken in' the lirft · year of t>rcban's 
reign; and ~on(equeotly is would 

. be ridiculous, to reek hIS death 
where he begun his reign. No Hi
froria'n mentions his W'Ilr with the 
Scyihians 'or Tartars, and theref;re I 
think this to have no better founda-· 
rion than the other ot,inion. 

1.(9) ·1ami Thi~T ' ~ 'f1J,.,kifh Te~ple, 
prlvdedg'cf for t1\e riday's devotIOns, 
called Jumanamazi; which it is 
nor lawful to perform in the leifer 
Mefchids or Mofchs. If a Jami is 
built by tlte Sultan, it is caJl'd, Sela
tyn or Royal. 

(10) MedreJeJ There are Acade~ 
mies or greater Schools, and gene
rally, jf not in the Court of the Jami, 
they are always very near it. The 
)e{fer Schools where Children are in· 
{hutted in the firft rudiments of 
learning are commonly called Mek
teh. The Perfons fet ov~r [hefe A
cademies are call'd Mudc .. iJ ; [hat is, 

S(hool-
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