
































Book III. S. Bajazet II 137

XXV. Freed from this danger, Bajaxet, who rcfle@ed not that Who. wnel
Crowns are given by God and not by man (46), think, of meeting of tf;’;.f“i“,’:"”’
no farther obftacles to his conferring the Empirc on whom he had in- 47
tended.  'Wherefore he again fends to Abmed, telling him, his Enemy
and Rival was conquer'd and expell’d the bounds of the Kingdom, and
therefore he thould come, and with univerfal confent take the crown
with his father’s benedi@tion.  Ahmed, more cautioutly confidering the
o, anfwers, shat his father in vain atcempted to confer this faveur
on him, fince he knew not only the Janizatic,, Lut zll the gicat Men
were inclin’d to Se/im, and wiuh’d him alone Famperor, and therefore
it was not,a rival brother, but his adherents the foldiers, thar he fear'd.

XXVI. Bajazet feeing Abmed diflik’d his intention, and defiring
to debar Selim from the Throne for his infolence and immoderate chirfl
of dominion, thinks of taking another courfe, and of difersing s
purpofc at prefent, in hopes of cafily finding an opportunii, to effect it
But it feem’d difficult to revohe his declar'd refolution of” refignine, be-
caufe whatever is faid or done by the Sultans, is believed o be (o
firm (47), as not to be retralted on any humin account.  Wherefore
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ANNOTATIONS.

(46) not by man] Although the
Turks affirm, that nothing, ciher of
ood or evil can happen without the
will of God, yet it is thar belief,
that God can refufe nothing to a
M. fliman, {erioufly petitioning him ac-
cording to the Orade of the Koran,
O ye Angels, my Servant has
touch’d me with Shame,” or, “Iam
atham’d that I have not fulfil’d his
¢ Petition. Two things however
are, according, to them, never to be
obtain’d by Prayers, Prophecy, and
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Empire. For thefe God will never
grant to oany other, fince they

are already limiced by his Decree,
Prophecy ~to Mahkomet, and to
nene after him, and Empire to the
Othman Race alone, which feems to
be infinuated by many expounders
of the Koran. Thus the fubte Im-
oftor pronounc’d himfelf the laft of
all the Prophets, and deftroy’d in all
others the ambition of Empire. So
that fhould a Man only hypotherical-
ly fay, If God would grant me Em-
pire or Prophecy, I would do this or
that, he would Le immediately
thought to have deny’d God, and
comraunicated with Infidels, which
Sin i; only to be abolif’d by the
Teydid Tman, or the renewal of his
Ne, =,

faith, by which, as 2 new® Convert,
he is to appear betore the Zmam or
Pricfl, and in the prefence of two or
thrce Witnefles declare the Proteflion
et his Faith.

(47) o be fo firm] Amongft the
Sultan’s moft haughty Titles, that of
Zallullab, or Shadow of Gnod, holds
the firlt Place, as it commands an
obedience to his kdiéts, as if they
were divine, and never to be refifted.
In proof of this opinion, I fhall pro-
duce a particular which happen’d in
my Father’s time. As Mahbomet 1V,
was marching his Army in May thro’
Moldavia 1o the Swge of Camime:,
recolleting that it was the Seafon for
ripe Cherries  at Conflantinople, he
asﬁdd the prime Vizir, why Cherries
were not brought to his Table. The
Vizir immediately difpatch’d a Caprn
bafla to the Prince of Mboldavia, with
command that he fhould inftantly pro-
vide Cherries for the Emperor’s Ta-
ble. The Prince excufing himfeli,
by faying, that no Cherries could
then be had, nor hardly in Fune, the
Capuji bafba reply’d, <« O Prince,
¢ when the Emperor commands,
¢ there is no faying a thing is not,
¢ or cannot be done.” Wherefore
the Prince, to make himfelf believ’d,
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be privately endeavours to induce the Great Men to petition him to
alter his mind. But thefe, on the contrary, encourage the Janizaries,
(to whom quiet, and a ten ycars pacific (48) Emperor, was ungrateful )
ro favour Selirz, and cafily lead, where they pleafe, the foldiers thirft-
ing, after {o long a peacc, for nothing but inteftine wars and commo-
tions.

XXVIL The Great Men privately fend Letters to Sc/im, acquaint-
ing him that they have all unanimoufly refolv'd, to falute him Erpe”
ror, and not fuffer Bajazet to depart from his declaration of refigning
the Crown.  Terrified perhaps by his former danger, Selim at fiefl re-
fules his confent, and tells the Confpirators, that indeed he is fo far from
defpifing the Throne offer’d by them, that he is ready to fhed his blood
for any, even the meaneft foldier, but is unwilling to do any, the leait
thing contrary to his father’s pleafure, efpecially fince he had been
taught by late experience, that the hand of God is againft him. The
lanizarics receiving this anfwer, repeat their inftances to Selim by
Zemberckehi® Pafbi (49), affirming they would all bind themfelves by
oath, not to defift, till they fee him rais’d to the Throne, even againft
hiv father's will.  Perfwaded at laft by thefe promifes, Selim departs from
Kaffe vith a few attendants, and under the former pretenfe, goes to Con-
On news of hisarrival, the Janizaries flock together in Com-
panics in the ftreets, and joyfully meet him at the Gate Top Kapu (50).
Selim furrounded with a band of thefe, enters the City, and goes into

ANNOTATIONS.

fint by the Capuji bafhba  fome
Branches of Cherry Trees yet in
the bloflom; on fight of which, Ma-
Lomet is faid to have cry’d out, Gaur

peace with the Cbriflians, or any
other Nation not believing in Maho-
mef.  ‘This would at once hinder the
propagation of their Religion, and

wilaieti foub imyfh, ¢ rhe Regions of
<t the Infidels are cold,” which ad-
wits of two interpretations, either of
the natural coldnefs, or of any thing
execrable and contrary to the Mabo-
wetan Religion,

(45) ten years pacific] That Peace
and Quiet are not for the Intereft of
this Nation, has been prov’d by con-
flant experience. Wherefore if they
have no foreign Enemy upon their
hands, they turn their rage againft
the Emperor, and hike Crabs devour
one another. To this purpofe, they
have a faying, alberekitul_berekiet,
Motion is Happinefs, that i, every
Alceration brings with it fome Hap-
pinefs. For belides their natural pro-
penfion to commotions, which pre-
vents their having almoft any peace
amongft themfelves, they are by their
law commanded to keep no long

give occafion for everlafling civil dif-
fenfions. The Turks here fay only
Halizeman, 1. e. fome time, but [
compute it at ten years. Chriffian
Writers agree with them, whilft they
aflert that Bajazet lay fome time quiet
under the confinement of the Gout.
(49) Zemberekchi* Pafbi] He was for-
merly Superintendent of the Battering
Rams, and other military Machines,
from Zemberek, an Engine to throw
Stones, and Ba/bi, one that prefides.
This Office is now grown into difufe.
(50) Top Kapu] Etymologically the
Gate of the warlike Engines. It is
in the weftern part of the City, in
the high road between Ederme Ca-
pufi, the Adrianople Gate, and Sylii-
uri Capufi, the Syllebrian Gate. " In
that Row are large Towers, where
the Turks lodge their Gun-powder to
be diftributed out to neceffary ufes.
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or permiffion, or negligence, have been the caufe .of thefe mifma-
nageraents, can cfcape punifhment? For unl%’(s a nmely'rcmcdy be
applied to thefe corruptions, we fhall ‘bc obhg’d‘ o ~afcrnbc thc‘ ap-
proaching and almoft unavoidable ruin of our Empire to our fioth,
¢ and not ro the bravery of our encmies.” ‘

XXIX. The Vizir returning to the Sultan, and reparting his fon’,
anfwer, Bajazet, is faid to reply: ¢ I too plainly fec, my fon’s buﬁ&l}'
« is not to vifit his father, but right or wrong to feize the Empire,
«« However that it is defign’d for him by heaven, I am convinc’d by my
¢ dreaming (56) laft night, that my Crown was by the {oldiers placd
< on Selim’s head. Wherefore fince I deem it improus either to atg
« tempt, or at any thing contrary to God’s will, in an humble refigra-
< tion to divine providence, I lay down the Enfigns of Government,
¢ and will and command Selim to be by all fuluted Emperor.”  Ac-
cordingly he inftancy acquaints Se/im with bis refolution, and defires
his permifiion to live privately at Dymotica. Selim intreats his facher to
remain in the new Palace, for that he will he contented with the Em-
pire in the old one. Bajazer ftill urge, his requelt, alledging, onc
{cabbard can never hold two {words (57). 8o prevailing at Iall, and ta-
king with him the moft precious things out of the Treafury, he denars
from Conftantinople, in company with Yunus Pajia (56) and a fow
friends, the 18th day of the month Sefer in che year 918,

XXX. Selim with the Great Men attends his father to Kuchur* Cix/i-
meje* (59) two hours diftant from Conflantinople, talks to him about
eftablithing the State, and as if he had a mind to expiate by his prefent
obfequioufnefs his paft difobedience, defires his Blefling.  After which,
he bids his father farewell, and returning to the Palace, receives the im-
perial diadem with the ufual folemnities.
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ANNOTATIONS.

(56) dreaming] The Turks are very
fuperftitious about Dreams, and
think, that the pure Soul of a Mu-
falman forefees, and is admonifh’d of
fome things in a Dream. They have
a Book «<all’d Vakad namé, or the In-
terpreter of Dreams, to which they
apply on thefe occafions. But they
fay, Diusk giorendé degil dur yoran de-
dur, That is, the Event of the dream
depends not on the Seer but the Inter-
preter.  For this reafon, as foon as
any one fays, I have had a Dream
this Night, all the Company cry out,
Chair ola, by which they think, that
though the Interpretation of the
Dream is of bad portent, yet it is
now averted.

(57) Two Swords] He feems to
havealluded to the faying of Alexander

the Great, <« That the World could
““ not be govern’d by two Suns,
¢ nor with fafety to its State be fub-
¢ ject to two Emperors.”

(58) 2unus Pafba) From the He-
brew, Fochanan or Fobn, So Fobn
the Prophet is by them call’d 2unus
Peigamber.

(59) Kuchuk* Chekmepe*] A liutle
Draw-Bridge, afterwards turn’d inio
one entire Bridge, but ftill retaining
the name of Little, to diftinguith or
from g Greater. Kuchuk* Chekmej.*
is the Town formerly known by the
name of Aibyra in the high road
which leads to Adrianople, diftant
from Conftantinople two hours, and
il:rom Bujuk Chekmeje* (Great Bridge)
iX.
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age is appointed Emperor of the Othmans, after the expulfion of his
father. His brothers, either becaufc of his intereft with the foldiefy,
or in order to appeafe his fierce temper, did not dare to contradid it.
Only Abmed, who was perfe€tly acquainted with his Brother's difpofi-
tion, and certainly knew he thould no where be fafe whilt he was on
the Throne, refolves through defpai, either to remove his brother, or
die in the attempr. Wheréfdre 3llur'd by a Flfé expectation, thar fome
Great Men, who favour'd Selim only in appearance, would efpoufe his
caufe, he raifes all the forces of 4majia, and thinking it beft townter
his brother’s dominions, prepares to pafs into Europe.

II. Abmed had fcarce taken this refolution, when it was difzover’d to
Selim by his {pies, whom he every where incourag’d, In order therefore
to extinguifh this flame, and furprife his brother before his whole dtmy
was affembled, he leads his forces over the Bojphorus into Afia. . Abmed,
though he perceiv’d his defign was too early difcover’d, vet when he
faw he muft either conquer or die, bravely meets his brother at Enifhe-
bir with what troops he had. Morcover, he valiantly fights in the
foremoft ranks, fo that he more than once rallied the broken wings
At laft his army, overpower’d with numbers, after a great flaughter is
entirely ‘routgd. Moft chufe to cover the place, whtre they fiobd,
with their Bodies, few cndcavéut‘ing to efcape by'ﬁight. ‘h’m‘dxig%hc(c,
Abmed being taken alive, is immediately firangled, and Butied ac Prufs.

III. Having refrefh’d his men, a few days after this viGtory, he
leads them againft his brother Corcud, whom his father had fer over
Magnefia. Corcud, though he had hitherto chofen to reverence his
brother, and fee what fortune would allot him, rather than imbruoe his
hands with fratricide, yet when he finds his fubmiffion difregarded, and
his blood thirfted after, meets Selim with what troops were under
his command, that he might not at leaft die unreveng’d. Burt Selim,
with his difciplin’d and more numerous army, eafily vanquithes and dif-
perfes his brother’s forces rais’d in hafte. In this defperate ftate, Cor-
cud efcapes by flight, but deferted by his people, without fervant or com-
panion, he wanders alone in the night through by-ways and deferts,

ANNOTATIONS.

lim to know whether this light Tri-
bute was to be continued or not.
His anfwer was, ¢¢ Tell the Infidel
« Red-head, that the Father of the
¢ Carpets is gone, and the Father
¢ of the Clubs come in his room.”
This Phrafe, Fatber of the Clubs, has
by the Turks been borrow’d from He-
brew and Arabic, and fignifies 2 Man
abounding with any thing, as Ebul
Iman, Father of Faith, or endu’d with
Faith, Ebul Sulch, Father of Peace,
or abounding with peace, quict, dtun

babafi, the Father of Gold, that is,
aboundifig with money, Dewlet baba-
Ji» Father of Happinefs, or old in
Honburs, So Seiim calls his Father
Bajazet, Chulj* babafi, the Father ‘of
Carpets, becadfe he gave Carpetsto the
Perflans, and himfelf Father of Clubs,

" becaufe inftead of Carpets, he de-

g_g ’d them arms and clubs. The
urks are full of fuch ftories of their
Selim, which for brevity are omitted
by us.
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164 The Othman Hiftory. Part I.

as poffible. Under this General, they affemble all the remains of the
Chercafians® with fome auxiliary troops of wandering Arabs, prepare

grear guns and other warlike Ingines, and with a felect army of about

forty thoufand men incamp in a place call'd Ridanie, fortifying thems-

fclves with various ftratagems, in expeétation that Se/im, flufh’d with

his former fuccefs, would inftantly attack their camp, and by being taken’

in their toils afford them an eafy victory. But Selim, inferm’d’of their

fnares by his 1pics, as he was fuperior in number, orders part of his foges

to march round the enemies camp near Mount Febeli Maktab (42)

and at a given fignal to fall on their rear. So in the firft days (43) o¢

11 0:3  che month Yemasziul evvel in the year 923 was fought fuch a bloody
AC 155 and obftinate battle, the Chereaffians® being furrounded on all fides, as
can hardly be defcrib’d.  The Chercaffians* are frequently overpower’d

by numbers, fometimes repell'd, and as often renew the charge, the

King himfelf fighting always in the fr-ntand animating his foldiers by

his example. The baule is conunued fome time with broken ranks)

when at laft Tumanbai {ees part of his men taken, part {lain, and victo-

ry no way ro be gain'd, with a fele¢t band as a body-guard, he opens

a paftage with his {word through the thickefl of his encmies, and flies

w SietkQ Areb Son of Becaar (44).  Thus the Tur ks, though not with-

ANNOTATIONS,

(+n) Febeli Maktab] 1 think it
thould be Machiab, nnt  Maktab,
which fignifies a Lhill or Mount, on
which the Monuments of the Antients
and the famous Pyramids are plac’d.

(43, inft days &e.] The Turks
are wont 1 letters and efpecially 1
impertal mandates to fet down fome-
umes the days of the whole month,
fom~times to divide the month into
thice decads, and iof auny thing is da-
rod n the brlt ten days, they fay
sov atde g othe firft days, ) if n
the fecond decad, Evafitynde (in the
nuddle diys, ) it in the third decad,
t o1 "rnde (nthe laft days) of the
monrh. Thus Femazul evveli evvai-
/... m the irft days of the month
j max ul cvvel, that 1s, on fome day
ot that month between the firft and
the tenth. And fo of the reft.

(12) Shakh Arb &&c.] He feems to
have bLeen one of the Arabian Sheikbs
or Prelates, who are more concern’d
in the «cclefaftical than civil form of
Governmient, and pretend to be the
hawiul fuccefiors of Mabomet, Of
thete there are feven races chiefly ce-
lLbrated among the Turks, whofe
names I have torgot. For Ilive ina

Chmate deflicute not only of Arabsan,
but all polite learning, where the
name of a compleat Library, much
lels the thing itfelf is not to be found.
But however it may fiom hence be
inferr’d that thefe Sherkbs are highly
reverenc’d by the Emperor hinelf,
becaufe their head, (who refides at
Mecca. and though he is confirm’d by
the Sultan, yet tranfmues his dignity
to his Children) whenever he writes
to the Sultan after the enumeration of
his other proud Titles, calls Lhim the
Propher’s and his Vekilimuz (or Vicar)
in the Empire of the World. He is
faid to ufe the fame form in his letters
to the Emperor of India. 1 faw one
of thefe Sheikbs when he came to
Sultan Mn“apba Brother of the pre-
fent Emperor { who was then m a
Tentin a village call’d Adkbunar near
Adrianople) fit all the while and fa-
miliarly converfe with him. He was
lodg’d” with Cherkies® Mehemed s3a
Matfter of the imperial Stables -’
intimate friend of mine, who told
me that this Sheikh whenever hg talk’d
of the Sultan, us’d to call him ‘his
Bizum wekil, Vicegerent or Licute-
nant.

out
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out the flaughter of their men, obtain a complete victory. On the
Turkifb fide fell the chief Hero of his age, the renowned General Sinan
Pafba, whofe death was fo grievous to Se/un, that he is fuid long after
the taking of Cairo to lament in this manner s My/rz aldyk emma vufufs
aldyrdyk, Yufuf fiz, Myfr-den ne olur! « Egvpt have I taken, but Yofeph
have § loft, without Fofeph whut fignifies Egype ¢

X111 Thys fo fertile a Province feem’d to be fubjected to the Of-
#an Empire, but King Tumanbai, who was till alive and ready in the
&eighbourhood for any commotion, infpir'd a fear of lofing jt. He
was known to be fled to the Arabians, and there o wait Selin’s depar-
ture out of Egypt in order to attempt a change. Wherefore to pre-
vent the danger threaten’d from that quarter, he fends ambafadors
with noble Prefents to Sheikh Areb Son of Becaar, defiring him to deli-
ver up his fugitive enemy, and advifing him racher to gain his triendthip
by good offices than incur his indignation by fruitlefs obftinacy. Sheskh
cicher fearing Selim's power or gain'd by his Prefents, fhamefully de-
livers up Tumanbai, whom he had taken into protection, contrary to
the law of Nations, and particularly againft the Arabsc Rar (45). Bue
the bravery which could not affet the mind of a bafe friend, appeas’d
the wrath of a generousenemy. For Se/rz, when the King was brought
bound into his prefence and his fortitude plainly feen, could not refrain

9. Selim 1.

ANNOTATIONE.

(45) Arabic Rar] Rai Arebi, with  pay the ranfom promis’d by him.

the Turks, FEmam, vulgarly amam,
but the Arabic word is moft us’d.
With the Italians 1 is Parola, ( with
the Englyh and French, Parole ) the
given word of fecurity, peace, cove-
pant, prote¢tion, as Berai of the
Arabians, which with the Turks is, El
emam uzre, Securely! Mercy ! Quar-
ter! But the Arabisns boat them-
felves o be of aii Mortals the ftrict-
eft obfervers of thew Parole, and per-
haps, very juftly. For if any one
even in the heat of a battle kills a
man to whom the Rai was given, he
is by the Laws of the Arsbians pu-
nithable with death. If they have
taken an enemy (for they are conti-
nually at variance amongft themfelves)
they give him the Raz, and draw a
circle round him, with a command
mﬁn out of it, which he dares
. though he fhould perith with
hunger or thirft. But the Conque-
rors acquaine the Enemies that fuch
2 one is taken and in luch a place
incinded wichin the Rai circle, where-
fore if they will releafe him they muft

Ne, 8,

Which being done, fume one of the
Tribe which had taken the Prifoner,
goes to him and erazes the circle with
his foor, whereupon he is free. But
being once within the circle he cannot
purchafe his liberty but by paying the
ranfom. For though his Fellow-fol-
diers afterwards rout the enemies and
have it in their power to free the Cap-
tive from the circle, yetif he dare go
out of the circle without the confent
of the perfon to whom he had given
the Rai, he will be accounted all his
life, both by friends and fots, a man of
no honour, neither will he be able
ever after to regain his credit by any
action. But if he has dar'd 1o go
out of the circle himfelf and run
away, he is by his own countrymen
fent back bound to his Enemies, to
be fentenc’d either to death or perpe-
tua! flavery as they fhall think fic,
nor can he be redeem’d at any rate.
For, fay they, a man, who values
life more than Rai, is unworthy of
liberty, neither is he to be called a
man, miuch lefs an Arab.
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