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H&'followmg work wag folnd ih the library of an ancient featholic fa-
amly insthg north oféEngland. . It was prifited at Naples, in the black
letter, in.the year 1529. ‘How much fooner it was werifterr does not appear.
Tbcprmcnpal incidents afe fuch as were bglieved,in the darkeft ag8s of chrifti~
* agity ; but the language and condud have nothing that favours of barbarifm. :
The ftyle is the pureft Italian. If the ftory was written near the time when
it is fuppofed to have happened, it muft have been between 109 5y the @ra of
" the firlk crulade,.and 1243, the date of the laft, or nat long aftcrwards
There is po other circumftance in the work that can lead us to guefs at the
period in which the fcene is lala the names of the attorgare evidently fitti-
‘tious, and prebably dzfgmfed on purpofe : yet the Spanith names of the do-
“meftics feeth to indicate that this work was ot compoféd until the eftablifh--
ment of the Armgoman kings in Naples had made Spanifh appellations fami-
" liar in that ¢ountry.” The beaiity of the diGtion; and the zeal of the author, ¢
[moderated however by fingular Judg&lent] concur “to make me think that
the date of tlte compoﬁnon was little antecedent to that of the impreflion,
« Letters were then in their moft flourifhing flate in Italy,sand contributed to
difpef® the cmpue of fupcrﬁttwn, at that time fo forctbly attacked by the
reformers. It is not unitkely that an artfid pricft might endeavour 80 turn
. their 6wn armwon the innovators 5 and might awail himfelf of his abiljties as
ﬁ'aubborom confirnf the populacc n thelf ancient errors and fuperflitions.
It this was his view, he has certain®y 8Qed with fignal addrefs, Such a
.work'aa, thq following would enflave a hundred vulgar minds beyond half,
the. books of controverfy that havc been written from the days af Luthc1 to’
thcprcfcnt hour. i o® 3 s
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. 'I‘lus “Blutioneof the awthor’s motives is however offéred a8 & mere con-
\ jeCture, ¢ Whatever his views were, or whatever effets the execution of
them might have, his work can only be faid pefiore the public at’prefent as a
matter of entertainment. , Even as fuch, fome apology for it is neceffary.
Miracles, vxﬁons, necromancy, dfetms, and. other preternatural events, are
exploded new even from romances. That was not the eafe when our author
wrole g mugh lefs whentthe ftogy itfelf js fuppofed to “have happened. Belicf
in every kind of prodigy was fo eftablifhed in thofe dark ages; that ‘an author .
would not be faithful to the*manners of thetimes who thould omit all men-+
tion of them. He isenot bound to bcheve them himfelf, .but he mufgrepre--

Jcnt his actors as believing them. « o e g
L L . . . L

o If this air of the mxracu7ou.r is excufea ahe reader wﬂl ofintl nothmg elfe
unworthy of his perufdfl. Allow the poffibility of the facts, and all thé actors
comport thémfelves as perfons would do in their fitgation. There is no bogs-
baft, mo fimilies, flowers, digreffions, or unnccc(Tary deferiptions. Ech
thing tends direély to the cataftrophe. Never is the reader’s attention re-
laxed. The rules of the drama are almoft obferved throughout the condu&t
of the piece. Thee charallers_are well drawn, and ftill better maintained.
Tcrror, the author’s principal engine, [prevents the ftory from ever dangux{h-
ing; and it is fo often contrafted by pity, that the mind is kept up in a con=
ftapt yiciflitude of interefting paﬂions.

Somé perfons may perhaps thmk the characers of the domeftics too little

« ferious for the general caft of the ftory ; but befides their oppofmon to the

principal perfopages, the art of the autﬁor is very obfervable®in his condu&

of the fubalterns. They difcover many paffages effential to the ftory, Whlch

could not well be brought to light but by their. #aivesé and fimplicity : i

pamcular, the womarpfh terror and foibles of Bianca, in the laft chapter,

conduct effentially towards advaqcmg the cataftrophe. , . .

It is natyral for a tranflator to be:prejuﬁlced in favour of his adopted woﬂg
Mo;c impartial ‘veaders may not be 70 much ftruck with the beauties of this
piece as I was. “Yet I am not bliné to my author’s defe@s. I could with he °
had _grounded his plan on a more uieful morgl than this ; that the fins of fa-
/ber: are vifited on their cbzldrm 1o fbe third and fourth generation, 1 doubt
i 3 : ~ whether

Co



. { LX) “ y. . : . L
B NG e T S
\ . \ . p . (
whether m his time, any morg¢ than at prefent, amIAtfgn curbed its appetxtc ]
of dominion from the dread of fo rémote a punithigent. And yet #his morale
is weakened by that lefs direct infinuation, that eyen fuch anathemg may be
diverted by tevotion to faint Nichoms. Here the intereft of the monk plainly
gets the better of the Judgmens,of the author. | However, with®all its faults,
I haye no ‘doubt but &he Efglifh readers will 19 ;neafed with a ﬁght of this
performanc®, The plcty that rqxgns throughout, the leflons of} virtue that
are ipculecated, and thg® rigid purity of the fennments, exempt thla. work |
from the tenfuge to which romances are but foo liable. Should % meet *with
** the fuccefs I hope for, I may be éncouraged to me-print the original Italian,
th&ug it will tend to depreciate my own labour. Qur language falls far
« fhort of‘the charms of the Italian, botle for, vafiety and harmony The latter,
"is p'ecuha:!y exceflent for fimple tfarrafive. It ig difficult in Englith s relate
withoyt falling tgo low or Jifing, tdo high ; a fault obvioufly occafioned bf'
the little care taken to fpeak pure language in common cdnverfation. Every'
Ltgh n or Frénchman of tiny rank piques himfelf on {peaking hissown tongue
. qprreétly and with choicé. I cannot flatter myfelf with® having done juftice
to my author in this refpc& his ftyle is as elegant as his condut of the pai-
fions is mafterly. It is pity that he did nqt apply his talents o what they
were evidently proper for, the theatre. 3 *
I will etain the reader no l8nget but to make one fhost remark. Though
the machineny is invention, and the names of the actors imaginary, I cannot
* but believ@®that the ground-work of the ftowy is founded on truth. The fcéne.
is undoubtedly laid in fome real caftle. The author feems frequcntly, with=
out defign, *to defecrfbe particular parts. The chamber, fays he, on the right,
band ; the deor ¢n the left band ; the d¥ftance from the chapel to Conrad’s apart-
ment, . thefe and other paffages are ftrong prefumptions that fhe author had
« fomé certain building in his eye. Curious perfons, who, have leifure toem=
~ ploy®in fuch refearches, may poffibly difcover in the Italian writers the found-
ation on which our. author has built. 1f aecataftrophe] at all refcmbhng that «
which he defogibes, i$ believed to have gigen rife to this work, it will con-
., &ibutg tgintereft the reader, and wxll make The Caftlé of Otranto 2 il more

!novmg ftory. e 2 S
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HE favgurablc manner in which this littlepiece has been recuvcd by’
the public,’ calls upon the author to explain thes grounds on which he *
compofcd it. » But beforewhe opens thofe motxvcs, it is fit that he thould afk
opaﬂlon of his readers for Baving offered his work'to then® under the borfowed
perfonage of a tranflator. ~ As diffidence of his own abilities, and the nov elty
of the attempt, were his fole inducements to afflume that difguife, he flatters
- himfelf he fhall appear excufable.  He refigned his performarice® to the im-
partial Judgment of the public ; determined t& let it pernfh in obfcurity, if
difapproved ; nor meading to ayow fuch a trifle, unlef® better judges thould
prOnounce thgt he might v it wnhout a blufh.
. P y 0 o . .
It was an attempt to blend the two kmds’of romance, the ancientsnd the
modern. In the former all was imagination and improbability : in the latter,
nature is always j intended to be, and fgpmetimes has. been, copied with fuc-
cefs. | Invention "has not been wanting ; But the great refources of fancy have
been dammed up, by a ftrict adherence to common life. But if in the latter
- fpeciem Nature has cramped imagination, f{he did but take her revenge, having
been totally excluded frogn old romances.  The a&ion®, fenfiments, conver-
fationd; of the heroes And heroines of ancxgnt dgys were as unpatural as the
dachxqcs gmployed % put them in motion.e Lo ?
. .
Th‘ amhor of the following pages thought it poflible to r;concxle the two
kmds Defirous of leaving the Sowers of fancy at llberty to expaqatc through®

ﬂw bOunﬂleﬁs realms. of inventidn, and thence® of creatug smore intereffing ®®
ST i B W dP . fituations®, i
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ﬁtuanons, he wxfhed‘ go\condu& the mortal agents in his a/rama ac&ordmg t§
. the rules of probability ; in fhort, to meke them think, fpeak and a@, as it
might be fuppoled mere faen and women would do in extraordinary pofitions.
- He had ©bferved, that in all infpired wrjtings, the perfonages pnder the dif-
penfation of iiracles, and witnefles to the mdit ftupendous phenomena, never
lofe fight of their human character : whcreaé iu the productions of romantic
ftory, an imyprobable evént never fmis to be Sttended by an abferd dialogue.
«The altorsYeem to lofé their fenfes the monient thedaws of nature have loft
theis bne. » As the public have-applauded the attempt, the author muit not
fay he was entirely unequal to the tafk he had undertaken : ‘yet if the new °,
route he has ftruck out fhall have paved a‘tpad for men of brighter talemts,
he fhall own with pldafure and modefty, that he was ferfble the pfn was
¢capable of geceiving greater embelifhipents thgn his 1magmatmn or ‘conduct
of the paﬂx‘ons could beftow on it. * ¢ ; ; e %" e
¢ C v . :
With regard to thc deportmcnt of the domeftics,on which I.have touched
in the former preface, I will beg I€ave to add a few words. The ﬁmp'hetty(
of théir behaviour, almoft tending to excite fmiles, which at firft feem not
confonant to the ferious caft of the work, appeared to me not only not im-
proper, bu¢ was marked defignédly in that manner. My rule was nature.
However grave, important, orceven melancholy, the fenfations of princes’and
herpes may be, they do not ftamp the fame cffe&tions on-their donfeftics : at
leaft the latter do not, or thould not be made to exprefs their paffions in the
fame dignified tone., In my humble opinion, the contraft betwaen the fub--
lime of the one, and the naiveté hf the other, fets the pathetic of the former
in a ﬁrongcr light.” “The very impatience which a reades feels, while delayed
by the coarfe pleafantries, of vulgar aClqrs from arriving at the knowledge of
the importante cataftrophe he expeé’cs, perhaps heightens, ccuamly proves
that he has been artfully interefted in, the depending event. But I had higher
authonty than my, own opinion for this condu&. That great mafter ¢f na- '
ture, Shakefpeare, was the model I copied. Let pe afk if his tragedics of
Hamlet and Julius Cafar wouldonot lofe a confiderable ﬂm’e of their [pirit
and wonderful beautice, if the hémour of the gttve»dlgm ‘the- foolcnca N3
Polonius, end the clumfy jefts of t o? Roman citizens were omxtte(f or vefted
in heroics ? Is not the eloquence of Antony, the nobler and affeCtedly-unaf-
{eCted orauon of Brutus, artificially, exalted by the rude burfts of nature from
« theemouths “of tpc{t auditors 2 Thefe touchL remind one of the Grecian

; : - fculptor,
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< apoir des fmm de bogfo)menc et des feenes attmdr iffantes : il y a, beal‘mup detres
 bonnes pﬁ'ce.r oiwil ne regnp que de-la gayelé ; d’quires toutes Jerieufes ;. d’autres
melangées = d autres on I'attendriffement va jufgues aux larmes : il ne faut don-
ner,l ‘exclufion 4 aucun genre : ef i/ on me demando:t, quel genresoft le meilleur,
Jje repondroisy celui qui ¢ff Ig micux traité. Sqnely if a comedy may be ‘toute
Jerieufe, tragedy may now and than, foberly,, beindulged in a finile. Who
. Thall profewbe it ? Shall the critic, who ifi i%:lf-dgfence declares that m kind
. ou@t to be excluded from comedy, give laws to Sh&}:efgeare? , P e

¥b
.

I am aware that the preface from whencp I have quoted théfe pafleges does -
not ftand in monfieug, de Voltaire’s name, bfit in that of his editor ; yet Who
¢ doubts that the editor and duthor were the fame perfom? Or whére is the
edxtor, who has fo happily. poﬁ'eﬁ'cd Him{Elf of his author’§ 'ﬁyle and brilliant
5 eafe of argument ? Thefe paffages were indubitably the genuine fentiments of
that great writer: In<his eplﬁle to Maffei, prefixed to his Mcrope, he de- .
livers almdit the fame oplmpn, though I doubt with a little irony. I will
repeat his words, and then give my reafon for quoting them. After tranﬂ&t—
ing a paflage in Maffei’s Merope, monfieur de Voltaire adds, Tous ces trasts
Jont naifs ; tout y ¢ft convenable § ceux que wvous introduifez fur la ﬁ'em:, et aux
moeurs que vous leur donnez. Ces famzlzarzte’: naturelles ¢uffent eté, a ce que -
je croisy biem recues dans Athenes ; mais Paris et notre parterre veulmt une
atre e/]bece de ﬁnp)mte. I doubt, I fay, “whether there is not a gram of
fneer in this and other paﬂ'agcs of that epiftle ; yet the force of truth is not
damaged by being finged with endlcule. Maffei was to reprefet a Grecian
. ftory :“furely the Athenians were as competent judges of Grecian manners,
« and of the propriety of introducing them, as the partétre of Paris. On the
contrary, fays Voltaire {and I cannot*but admire his reafoping] there were
but ten thoufand citizens at Athens, and % has ear eight tundred thou-
fand inhabitants, among whom one may recﬁon thirty thoufand judges of _
dramati¢ works.~~-Indeed !—-But allowing fo numerous a tribunalg [ be-
< fieve this is the only Inftance in evhich it was ever pl'etendcd that thirty thou-
~ fand perfons, living near two thbufand years after the ®ra in queftion; were,
upon the mere face “of the poﬁ, declarcd better judges than the Greciaks
themfelvcs of swhat ought to be tFe 1 manners of a tragedy written on a Gk
“‘cxan ﬂory ‘ ¢ i, e

"0 'l bat calic Gato a dlfctxﬁion of the gﬁece de fimplicité, whxch the ﬁah
g darre.

C ) ¢ L]
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‘ Ta Cefar’s cls ofet through this door you come, *
e WS And Pother b.aa’.r to the queen'y drawjng-room .

fo xt.

Werre of Paﬁa demands, nor of, the fhackles with whid tbe thirty thoufand
Jjudges have cramped their pocjry, thie chief merit of which, as I ga&xer ftom
repeated paflages in The New Commentary on Cerneille, confifts ingaulting
in' fpite of throfe fetters ; 2 merit which, if true, would reduce poetry from
the lofty effort of imagination,« 0 a'puenle and naof’t contemptiBle labour--=
difficifes nuge with a wltneféo' L.cannot hadp hdowever mentioning a couplet,
which to m$ Englith, ears 3lway§ Younded as the flatt¢ft and mofigtrifling in-
feancg of circumftantial ﬁropnety ; but whtich Voltaxre, who has dealt fo fe-*
, Verely with mn; parts in ten of Corneille’s works, has fingled out to defend

. j : .
Unhappy Shakefpeare! hadft thou made Rofencraus inform his compeer
Guildenftern of the ichnography of the palage of Copcnhagcn, inftead of pre-

© fenting us with a, moral dlalog,ue between the prince of, Denmafk and the
grave-dlgger, the illuminated pit of Paris would have been inftructed a jécond »

::me to adore thy talents. » i ; , ;

L]
* 'The ref@it of all T have faid, is to Ihelter my own daring under the cahndn
of the brighteft genius this country, at leglt, has produced. I !mgbt have
pleaded, that having created a’ new fpecies of romance, I was at liberty to
lay down what gules I thought fit for e condu& of*it : butl ihould be more
proud .of having imitated, howaver famtly,, Weakly, and at % diftance, fo
mafterly a pattern, than to enjoy the entire merit of invengion, unlefs [ could
have tnarked my work with genius as well as with orlgmality Such as it s,
the publxc have honourcd it fufficiently, wahatever ravk thefr fuffraggs allot
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,l'cu]ptor, .\jho, to convey the, idea of a ColofTus wit‘nih.\th'e dimer;ﬁgns of a )
feal, inferted a little boy meafiring *his thumb, & N WS e

’

‘ : ) :
. ’No, fays Voltaire in his e.ditgon of Corneille, this mixture of buffoonery -
*  and folemnity is intolérable.--s--Vejtaire is a ge'r:ius *.-but ndt of Shake-
fpeare’s mdgnitude. WithQut gecurring ¢o dlMpuraple authority, T appeal .o
from_ Voltaise to himfelf? I fh;l.l *not_avail myfelf of his formergncomiums .
gu-our mighty, poet ; tifough the French eritic has twice tranflated the fame” o
¥ fpeech in Hamlet, fome years ago in admiratfon, latterly in derifion ; and [ ewe
-+ +* am forry to find that his judgenj grows weakery when it ought to be farther
matured. But I thall make ufe of his own words, delivered on the general  »
.- topic o¥ethe theatre, when he was neither thisking to recommend or decry
*Shakefpeare’s pra®ice; confequently a¢ & moment when Voltairesyras impar-
tials If the pyeface to'his Enfant prodigue, thateexquifite piece of which I"_
declare my admiration, and which, thould I live twendy sears longer, I truft
I fhould never attempt tosridicule, he has thefe words, fpeaking of comedy,
o [t 2qually applicable tostragedy, if tragedy is,” as furely it ought to be, a .
" pl@ure of human life; nor can I conceive why occafional pleafantry ought
more to be banifhed from the tragic fcene, than pathetic ferioufnefs from the -
. camic).On y woit un melange de ferieux et de plaifanterigy. de“cobique et de '
“tonchant ; fouvent méme une feule avanture pr®duit tous ces contrafies. Rien
#'ef fi comtmun qu’une maifon dam laguelle un' pere grondé, une fille occupfesde
{a paflion plepwe; Je fils fe mogue des deux, et quelgues parens prennent part "
diffecremmend a la feene, e, Nous-winferonsypas de ld gme toute comedie oive
: s F -

° L]
N

* The follow{ng remarkds foreign to the pre- F. ran;c were much unread in Englifh ftory ; but ‘

fent queftion, yet excufable in an Englifhman,
who is willing to thirsk that the fevere criticifms
of fo maflerly a whiter as Voltairé on our immor-
tal counttryman, may have been the effufions of
wit .angy precipitation, rather than the rc(u}t.. of
judgment and attention. {May not the eritic’s
fkill in the force and powers of ouf language have
been as incorrect und incompetent as his know-
legpe of our-hiftory s OFf the Jatterhis own pen

b }-,“‘-‘.‘ml’l:cd Qﬁﬁng evidence, In his preface to

Thomas Corneille’s Earl of Lfex, monfieur de

+Voltairemliows that the trith of hiftory hasbeen  Duddey and the carl of Leicefter were the fame ¢

. Jow, fays the commentator, that they {tudy it,
fugh mifreprefentation would ngt be fuffered——
Yet forgetting that the pericd of ignorance is
lapfed, and that it is not yery neceffary to inftruct
the knowing, he underrakes fromgthe awerflowing
of his own reading togive thanobility of his own
count® a detail of queen Elizabeth’s favomrites—
of whem, fags he, Robert Dudley was the firft,
and tRe earl of Lei®efter the fecond. Could
ongghave believed thatit could be n@eflary to in-

%or® monfieur de Voltaire hiufelf, that Rofert

grofsly perverted in that piece. In excufe he perfon? \ .
p}qug,dxawhggorqgiyewrotc,thc nobMeffe of . 2 ! Bl .. o
Vor. Il il L avoir®s o %
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. : . ;
’ ' ANFRED, prince of Otranto, hid one fon and one daughter® the
M latter, a moft beautiful virgin, aged eighteen, was called Matilda,
Conrad, the fon, was-three years younger, a homely youth, fickly, o
and of no pronifing difpofition ; yewhe was the darling of his father, who
nevey | !howcd' any fymptoms of affection to Matilda, Manfred fhad contradted
a matriage for his fon with the t}larquxs of Vicenza’s daughter, Ifabella ; and
the bad already been delivered'by her guardians into the hands.of Manfrcd
that he might celebrate the wcddmg as fooryas Conrad’s infirf fate of health , |
would permit. Manfted’s impatience for ghis cgremonial was remarked by
Iy family and ncxghbours. The former, ﬁmdeej apprehending the fEverity
df their pﬁnce s difpofition, did not dgrc to utter their furmx{es ot this pre- .
. cipitagion. = Hippolita, his wnfe, an amiable lady, did fomenmes venture to
reprefent the danger of marrying their only fon fo early, confidering his great®

youth, and grcatex infirmities ; but the never received aqy qther\n'fwcr than ee
% A rcheéhon. £
.
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and’ fubfedts were lefs Aaudotis in their difcourfes : they attributed this

«

e&npns on hef owh fterility, who had given him but one heir. #is tenantc

~ hafty wedding to the prince’s dread of fecing accomplifhed an ancient pro-

.

phecy, which was faid to have pronouhced, That the caftle ahd lordfbip of
Otranto fboilld pafs from the prefmt JSamély, wphenever the real owner fhould be
grown too large to inkabjt 1t. "It Was dxﬂicuk. to mak& any fenfe of thig pro-
phecy, and ftill lefs eafy to conceive what* if had gto ‘do,with the¢’marriage in

ue(hpn Yet thefe myfteries, or tontradictions, dlﬂ, not make thc poguladc v

adhere the'lefs to their oplmon' :

.
Ot

Young Conrad’s blxth-day was fixed for }ﬁs efpoufals. ' The compapy \?vas
aﬂ'embled in the chapel of the *caf}le, and every thing read'y for beginping the
! divine offige, when Gonrad, Lt Wi nfiffing. Manfrecf impatient of* the’
'lcaft delay, and who had nhot obfexved thig fon retire,’ difpgtched one, of® his
attcndants to fummbn <he young prince. The fervant, who had not ftaid long
enough to have crofled the court tp Conrad's apartinent, came running bqu
breathlefs, in'a frantic manner, his eyes ﬁarmg, and foaming at the motith. '
He faid nothing, but pointed to the court. The company were ftruck with
terror and amazement. The princefs Hippolita, without knowing what was

the mattef, but ‘agxious for her fon, fwooned away. Marfred, lefs appre- -

henfive than enragcd at the pFocraftination of the nuptials, and at the folly of
his domeflic, afked 1mpenouﬂy, what was tHe matter ? The fellow made no
anfwer, but continued pointing towards the court-yard ; and at lagt, after repeat-
ed qtieftions put to him, cried out, Oh, the helmet ! the helmet ! ¥n the mean®
time fome of the company had rin into the court, from whence was heard a

. confufed noife of fhricks, horror, and furprife. Manfr&d ‘who began to be

Cc

alarmed at not feeing his fon, went Eimfelf to get informan.pn of what occa-
fioned this fifinge confufion.  Matilda remamed ehdeavouring to afit her

o

mother, and lfabella ftaid for the fame purpofe, and to avoid fhowing any , -

impatience for the bridegroom, |for whom, in truthf-, 'm}e’.‘hﬁd co_ncei’ve&’ little
aﬁ'cé’tlpn B S o ow DT,
The firft thing that ﬁmék Mmfmd'a eyes Viﬁsa growpoi' his fqrvants e
deavouring to: raife fomething thit tppeared to him a2 mountain of fab,
pldmes He g.azed without bchctxng his ﬁg&t. ‘What are ye doing ® cried ¢
 Manfred, wrathfully : "Where is my fon? A volley of voices replied, Oh,
f lord ! the pinze ! the ptince ! the helmet ! the helmet! Shocked with
SO ; thefe

o

©
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1E gentle maid, whofe haple‘fs tale.
Thefe melancholy pages {peak ;

Say, gracious lady, fhall fhe fail
To draw the tear adown thy cheek? . e

No;

‘ Infen

Tender, though ﬁrm, it melts diftreft
For weakneﬂ'es it never Lnows.

Oh

Of felt ambition fcourg’d by fatg,

never was thy pitying breaﬁ
fible to human'avoes ; s

“guard the ma:rvels I rchtt P G | 6

. Frop reafon’s pcevx{h blame: .

c Bleft

¢ I dare expand to fad b
s For fure thy fmxlgs are fame. G _' 2y

with thy {mile my dauntlefs fall NS AR A
’eys L A A g T
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;hefc lameqtable founds, and-dieading he knew not wh b h-e advanccd hafti-
ly-—-—-—But what a fight for,a fathef’s eyes!---He Jgehcld his child dathed fo " 4
piecesy and almoft buried under an enormous helmet, an hundred times more 5
large than agy cafque ever made forhuman being, and fhaded with a propots
tionable quantxty of black feathgrs. s : -

Tﬁe homr of the fpe&acle, %he 1gnoran8c of all around how shis misfor- .
tane happencd a,nd a!)on all, the tremendous phanomgenon before huh‘tooL .
away t *the prince’s fpeccﬁ Yet his filénce laffed longer than even®grief cluld oo

"e occaﬁon. ‘He fixed his eyes on what he withed ,in vain to believe a vifion;  *

" ind feemed lefs attentive to his lafs, than buried in meditation on the ﬁupen-
dous ofe@ that Mad occalioned it. He towched, he examined the fatal
‘cafque ; nor could even the bleeding mangled remains of the yepng prince ¥
dwm the cyes.of Manfred from thesportent before him. All who had.known'
his parnal fondnefs for young Contad, were as much furprifed at their prince’s
mfenﬁbdxty, as thunderfruck themfclves at the miracle of the helmet,
« TheyXonveyed the disfigtred corple into the half, without receiving the leaft y
dlrection from Manfred. As little was he attentive to the ladies who res
mained in the chapel: on the contrary, without mentioning the unhappy
. puincefles his wife and daughter, the firft founds that dropged from'Manfred s
lips were, Take care of the lady labella, ~ *

The dom ics, thhout obfervmg the fingularity of this direction, .
were guidegl by their affetion to their +miftrefs to. confider it as pe-
cuharly addrefled to her fituation, and fiew to her affiftance. Théy con-
veyed her tp her chamber more dead than alive, and indifferent to all
the ftrange circumftances fhe heard, gxcept the death of her fon, Matilda,
who doted op fer mother, fmothered Ber own grief and anmzement, and
thought of nothing but affifting. ‘and comforting her affliGted pareat. Ifa-
bclla,.who had been treated by Hippolita like a daughter, and who zeturned
that tendernefs with equaj duty and affetiop, was fcaree lefs «afliduous about
the princefs; at the fame time endeavouring to partake and leflen the Weight
of formw which fhe faw Matilda firove to ?upprefs, fer whom fhe hall con- -
* chived nhg warmeft Iympathy of frvandﬂng§ Yet her own fitugtionscould not .

help ding its place in her thoughts e felt no concern t'or the death» of
young | sﬂbnrad except commiferation ; and fhe was not forry to be delivered ®
f‘rom a marriage which had promifed her httlc.fehcuy, gthcr front her def- oo
4 ‘ 3 2 tmcd. .c
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‘tined bmdegroom - from the févere tempv,,-r of Manfred, who, though b*
atl dnﬁingmﬂaed her bypgreat indulgence, had amprmted her mind with ter-
ror, fram his caufelefs rigour to fuch amiable’ princefles as Hlppohﬁa and
Matllda ~; . : *} ety
[ 4 ‘ 4 ] © $ W
‘While the ladies were con!reymg. the wrgtchc*d mo:hcr to hei- bcd Man-“
fred remajned in the court ‘gazing on thé ommq,us ‘calque, and regardiéfs of

“ the ;xbwd which the Qrangcncfa of the event had nbw aﬁ'embled round him.

The few Yvords he articulated® tended folely to enqumes, whether aqy man
“knew from whence it could have come? Nobody could give him ethe leaft .
information. Howcvcr «as it feemed to beshe fole objet of his cunpﬁty‘,
foon became fo to the reft of ¢he fpe@ators, whofe conjeClares were &s abfurd *
¢ and imprgbable as the cataftrophe iffelf wis uaprecedentedt* In the " midft of
“their fenfelefs gucfles a young peafant, whom mmour*had drawn tlutf»er yfrom

“ia ne:ghbourmg vxlh\gq obferved that the mxraculous helmet was exa&ly like

that on the fignre in black marble of Alfonfo the ‘Good, one “of their former
pringes, in the chiirch of St. Nlcholas. Vxllam" What fayeft thou s c'riedt
Manfred, ftarting from his trance in a tempeft. of rage, and feizing the young
man by the collar: How dareft thou utter fuch treafon ? Thy life (hall pay
for it. Tne fpecators, who as little comprchznded the caufe of the pnnce s
fury as all the reft they had féen, were at a Jofs to. unravel’ this new circum-
ftance. The young ‘peafant himfelf was Rillemore aftonifhed, not 3oncuvmg
how he had offended the prince : yet recolle@ting Limfelf, with a mixture of
grace and humility, +he difengaged himfelf from Manfreds gripe, and then,,
with an obeifance which difcovired more jealoufy of .innocence, than dif-
may, he afked with refpec, of what he was guilty b Manfred, morc ‘en-
raged at the vigour, however decently exerted, wmh which the yoﬁng man
had fhaken off his hold, than appedfed by his fubmtﬁion ‘ordesed his attend-
ants to feize him, and, if he had not bopn thhhcld by lns frtend& whom he

had invied to the nupttals, would havs pmgh rde

20

Dunng this altcrcaﬁon fo f thc vulgu_ pe@ators hac
church which ftood meat the r.a(ge, and came blﬁk opgn- |
the helméx wag miffing from Alfon(o’g ftatue, Manfred, st thmmwa, G‘ﬁ%
perfgé‘cly frzxmc and, as if he fogght a {ubje& on h to vent. the tgmpcit

® within hun, he ru{hcd ‘again on thg y ung pe;ﬁm 0g, Wiugmt o

&0 foﬂ:ereﬂ’ 'tn dpudu& flaine o my fonaﬁ, s wko wantcd fom
< ' p 6 o b )
; ' o ' %
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mgd,wﬁﬁ @pc of their capacities on whom they mxﬁt dxfchargt«thcxr bes
w.ddeted mfomm caughy the werds from the mouth of their Jotd, .and ./

”te-echocd, Ay, ay, 'tis he, ,’?m he: he has ftolen the helmet from good -
Alfonfc\@ toypb, and dathed out thg brains of eur young' prince with it:— -
never reflecting. how mormou§ thg difproportion was between, the mtrble

helmet that-had been i in the chtfrch and fat of Mecl before their eyes ;

how unpoﬁ'ﬂ;lc it was for a yoﬁtn, fcemmgy not tw‘bnty, to wxc].d a pwce of
al'mour of fo prod;gxbuaa weigltt. . Y .

- . 4 [ ]
¥ \: P . e -

The foll of thefe qaculat:ons brought Manfred to-himfelf : yet Whether .
prcvoked at the peafant having obferved the refcmblance between the two
® 'helmczsf and therg&y led to the farther difcovegy of the® 'abfence of that in the"
-chugch ; or withtwg to bury any frefh rgthotr under fo 1mpcrtmeut a fuppofi-a
tiom ; he gravely profiounced that thg young man ‘was certainly a nécromancers
and thit till the church could také cognizance of the jaffgir, he would have ®
the magician, whom they had thus detected, kept pnfoner under the helmet o
o it&f,"which he ordered bis attendants to faife, ahd placesthe young man un- ;
& it ; declaring he fhould be kept there without food, with which his own !
infernal art xmght furmﬂ: him.

.

p 0
1t was in vain for thc.youth to reprefent agaenft this prepofterous fentence :
in vain ditl- Manfred’s friends emdeavour to divert him from this favage and
ll-grounded refolutwu. The generality were charmed with their lord’s de-
_cifion,. whx;h to their apprehenfions. camed great appearance of juflice, .as
the magician was to be puniflicd by the vesy inftrument with which *he had
offended : nor were they ftruck, with the leaft compunétion at the probablhty
of the youth being ‘ftarved, for they Jirmly believed that by his diabolical
ﬂnll he g.ould. ealily fupply hnnfelf w1th'nutr1mcnt .

Mm&ed ;hua faw his cpmmandx even cheerfully obeyed ; and appeinting a
guard with firi@ orders tg prevent any food being conweyed 4o the prifoner,

he dxﬁmﬁid his friends and attendants, and § etired o his own chambe?, after i
l(kaa tha gat'és of ;hz: caftle, in which he fuffcted none. but his domeftics ‘
() ummm Rty R vy A Lo i o

ln Q‘hc"mean time, the care and zeal of ?.he young ladles had brought thc -
princefs Hippolita to hcrfclf ‘wivo amidft the tranfports 3f her oom fOrTgw o
VOL. 1 A D fret;uently. J
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frequeqtly demaridedfnews of her lord, would have difmiffed hey atbendmm
“ 'to watclf over him, and, mt laft en_]omcd Matilde to leave her, and vifit and
comfortrher father. Matilda, who wanted no affe&ionate duty to Manfred,
though fhe trembled at his aufterity, obeyed, the orders of Hippolita, whom
fhe tenderly recommended to Ifabella ; and,enquiring of the domeftics for
her father, was informed thaf he #vas retireds to.'his cbamber, and had com-
. manded thit nobody fhould have admlttaﬁl;e to hifn., Concluling that ‘he
was unmerfed in forrosv for the d‘éath of her broth&y, and fearing to ;ehew
his tears by the fight of his fole remammg child, fhe hefitated whether fhe
fhould break in upon his affli®ion’; yet folicitude for him, backed by the -°
commands of her mpther, encouraged her“to venture difobeying the orders '
h‘b had given 5 a fault fthe had®neyer been guilty of beforés The geritle thm-
dxty of hed nature made her paufe fot forfle minutes at his"door. ~ She heard’

. him traverfe his chamber backwards and forwards with difordered ﬁ,eps" a
‘mood which increffed her apprechenfions.  She was however juft going to

beg admittance, when Manfred fuddenly opened thé door ; and as it wag now
twilight, concurring with the diforder of his mind, he dld not dxﬂ:mg’ux{h

the perfon, ‘but afked angrily who it was? Matilda rephcd trembling, My
deareft father, itis I, your daughter. Manfred, ftepping back haftily, cried,
Begone, I'do not want a daughter ; and ﬁmgmg back abruptly, clapped the
door againft the temﬁed Matilda, .

©

o A )
o
’ X

She was too wcll acquamtcd with her father’s xmpetuol' ty to venture a
fecond  intrufion. - 'When fhe haa a little recovered the fhock of fo bitter a-
receptton, fhe wiped away her téars, ‘to prevent the additional ftab that the
knowledge of it would give to Hippolita, who queftidned her «in the moft
anxious terms on the health of Manﬁcd and how he bore his lofs. Matilda
affured her he was well, and fypported his misfortiine with manly fortitude.

But will he not let me fee him? faid Hippolita mournfully : Will ke not _.

permit me to blen‘d my tears with his, and thed a'mother’s Aorrows fn the

bofom.of her ford ? {’)r do you deceive me, Matilda ? 1 know how Manfred

doted on his fon: Istct the ftfoke too heavy for him? Has he ‘not funk

under it !-—You do not anfwerf me—Alas, I dread the worlt —Raife me,

my maidens : 4 will, T will fee n§y 2ord. Bear me to him inflantly ; he s

, dearer to me even than my childen, Matilda made figns to Ifabella to pre- -

vent Hippolita’s rifing; and botlr thefe love}y young women were ufing

4 thelr grntle vuﬁe&w to ﬁop and calm the prmcefs, when a fervant on the
L : part

¢ ¢
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)art of Mgnfrcd a.mvcd and told Ifabglla that his logd demandca to fpeak o

mthhcr. SRR GGy i . &

Wlth me b-cned Ifabella. Go {md prpehta, rchcvcd by a meﬁ'age from
her lord : Manfred cannot fuppqrt the fight of his own family.® He thinks
you lefs difordered than we’ arcs and dren(b the {hock of my grief. Confole
him, dear Ifabella, and fell him [ twill fmother my own anguifh tather than
Qdd 1 hlB- A . .

. . . L ] ’ .’ ( ]

 fyeal now evening ; the fervant who condu@ed Iabella bore a torch be-
fore her. When they came to Manfred, who was walking impatiently about
the galldty, he ftaeted and faid haftily; Tgke'away that light, and begone.

Then fhuting tle door impetiroully; He flung himfelf upon a b&pch agamft ‘

thewalf, and pade Ifabcllaﬁt by,h#tn,  She obeyed trembling. 1 fent fot
you, lady, faid hc —and then ftopped under great appegrance of confufion.
My lord '—Yes, I fcnt for you on a matte of great moment, refumned he ;—

ﬁry your tears,” young lddy—you have loft your bridegroom :—yes,. cruel
fate, and T have loft the hopes of my race !==But Conrad was not worthy of
your beauty.—How ! my lord, faid Ifabella; fure you do not fufpeét me of

~net feeling the concern I ought ? My duty and aﬂ'eétxon wgquld have always—

Think no more of him,’ interrupted Manfred ; ® he was . fickly puny child,
and heaven has perhaps taken Bim away that I might no truft the honours
of my houfe gn fo frail a foundation. The line of Manfred calls for nume-
rous fuppores, My foolifh fondnefs for that boy blirtded the eyes of niy
prudence—but it is better as it is. I hop€ in a few years to have reafon to
rejoice a‘g,thc death of Conrad, « :

‘

Words cannot paint tb’e aftonifhment of Ifqbella At firlt he apprchendcd
that g¥ief had difordered Manfred’s underftanding. Her,next thought {ug-
geftedethat this firange difcourfe®was defigned to enfnare her : fhe feared that
Manfred had perceived her indifference forehis fon: aftd in ‘confequgnece of
that idea fhe replied, Good my lord, do nof doupt my tendernefs ; my heart
wo&@ shage accompanied my hand, Coned would have engroffed all my
cire; “dnd wherever fate thall difpofe of e, I fhall always gherifh his me-

. mény,-mé regard your highnefs and the virtuous H1ppohta, as my parefits,

Curfem Hlppahta' cned Manfred : forget her from this moment, as I do.*

il Tiia . R e ’In"
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Iy thoyy, lady, 6 have mifled a hufband undeferving of your charms ¢ they
fhaﬂ now be buter difpoted of. ‘Inftead of a, fickly boy, you fhall have a
hufbandein the prime of his age, who will know how to value your beauties,
and who miay exped a numerous offsping, .Alas, my lord,e(aid Tfabella,
my mind is®too fadly cnggoﬁ'ed by the gecenys cata&rophc in your family to
think of another marriage. Tf efer my father.’ returas, and it fhall e his

. pleafure, 1éfhall obey, ,as I did whien T conffgnted o0 giye my Hand to.your

" fon ; et until his retwrn permit ‘me to remain unfler your hofpitable, rodf,
and employ the melancholy hours in aﬁuagtng yours, ‘Hippolita’s, aad the
fair Matilda’s affliGtion.  » ¢ o K.

[ ; o

I deﬁred you once before, fid Marrfred angr‘ly, not to hamc that yvoman :

‘from this bour {he muft be.a ﬁrange? to ‘you, as fhe muff be ta me : —in’

ﬂmrt Mabella, fince I cannot give you fny fon, I offer you cmyfelfr-ﬁca-
vens! eried Ifabella} waking from her delufion, what do I hear! You, my
lord! You4 My father in lqw ! the father of Contad! the hufband of the
virtuous and tender Hlppohta t—I tell you, faid Manfred imperioufly, Hip-
polita is no longer my wife ; I divorce her from this hour. 'Too long has fhe
curfed me by her unfrultfulncfs :, my fate depends on having fons,—and this
night I truft will give a new date to my hopes. At thofe words he feized
the cold hand of Ifabella, who was half-dead with fright and horror. She
thiieked, and ftarted from bim. Manfred rofe to purfue her ; when the moon,
which was now up, and gleamed in at the oppofite cafement, prefented to his
fight' the plumes of ‘the fatal hefmet, which rofe to the height ®f the win--
dows, waving backwards and forwards in a tempeftuous manner, and accom-
panied with a hollow and ruftling found. Habella, who gathered courage
from her fituation, and ‘who dreadedtnothing fo much as Manfred’s purfuit
of ‘his declaration, cried, Look, m,y lord! fee heaven itfelf declares.againft
your impicus intentions !~—Heaven nor hell fhall impede my defigng, faid
Manfred, advancing again to feize the princefs. At that inftant the ;&brtmu
of hls(grandfatﬁer, which hung @ver the bench where they had been fitting,

~ uttered a deep figh and “heaved fts breaft. Ifabella, whofe back was turned

to the pi@ure, faw ndt the moticn, nor knew whence ¢he found came; | ut
flarted and faig, Hark, my Jord!fSwhkat found was that? and at the fame
tmle made towards the door. Manfred, diftra@ed between the. flight of -
Ifabella, who had now rcached the ftairs, md bwmbxhty to kccp his eyes
o Cu from
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from the pséhlre, which beganto move, had howeven advanced fome ﬂePs
after her, ftill looking backevgrds on the portrait,ewhen he Jfaw i€ quxc its
pannel, and defcend on the floor with a grave and melancholy g Do I
dream ? crigd Manfred retu;mzxg,oor are the devils themfelves in league
againft me? Speak, inférnal fpeire |, Or, if thou art my grandfife, why doft
thou too confpire agaipft thy, w;etched dcfcend&nt, who too dearly pays for—
Ere he could finith thc’fegtence the vifion" fighed agam, and mage a fign to
Manfred to folJow him,* Lead on! criedManfred ; J will follow thet & the
gulph of perdition. The fpectre marched felately, but dejetted, ‘to the®end

' of the gallery, and turned into aschamber on the right hand. Manfred ac-

cofnpamed him at a little diftanee, full of anxiety and horror, but refolved.
"As he would havc’ entered the chamber, theedoor was clapped-to with vio-

“lence by agn mvxﬂble hand.  ‘Fhe Prinee, colle&mg courage from this delay,

wotld have fqrcnbly burft open tht dogr with his foot, but foundethat it ,
refifted his utmoft efforts. - Since hell will not fatmfy® my curiofity, faid *
Manfred, I will ufe the l?uman means in gy power for prefervimg my race ;
lzlb:ﬂi thall not fc&pe ne.

That lady, ?lefe refolutlon had given way to terror the moment the had

-"qmtted Mat)ftcd, contmucd her flight to the bottom of thg prmcnpal ftaircafe.

There- fhe. ftopped, not knowing whither to *dire@ her fteps, nor how to
efcape from the impetuofity ofthe prmce The gates of .the caftle he knew
were l@ked,. and guards placed in the court. Should fhe, as her heart

.-promp:cd her, go and prepare Hippolita f& the cruel®deftiny that awaited

her, fhe did not doubt but Manfred would®eck her there, and that lns vio=
lence would incite htm to double the injury he meditated, without leavmg
room for them to avoid the impetuofiwy of his pafifons, Dclay might give
him time t0 refle@ on tht horrid meafures he, had conceived, or produce fome
circumftance in her favour, if fhe could for that ‘night, at lealt avoid his
odiot® purpofe-----Yet where “conceal herfelf! How aveid the ptirfuit Le

‘would infallibly make thsoughout the caftled As thefe Yhoughts paffed rapid-
Iy through her mind, ‘fhe recolle@ted a fubﬂrran;oua paﬁ'qgc which led from

the vaylts of the caﬁlc to the church of faitk Nicholas.” Could fhe reach the
tar befowﬂxe was overtaken, the knewggven Manfred’s violgnce would not
dare 0 o?ofane the facrednefs of the placey and fhe determiged, if no ot‘her
ehvera.nce offered, to fhut herfelf up for ever among the holy ;;r-

” o T v B 0,
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gins, whoTc convent ‘was contiguous to the cathedral. In this refqlunon !he ,
N fefzed a lamp that burnedeat the foot of the {f}aiccafe, :md hurried towards
the fecret paffage.

%

The lowér part of the ca&lc was honpwe& into feveral mtncate closﬁcrs g
and it was not eafy for one urfder § much anxxc;y to find the door that open-
ed into the cavern. An awful filénce reigifed throughout thofe fabterk‘apeous

“regions, except now and then fomerblafts of wind tha? fhook the docrs !Ihc had
- raﬁ&f, and*®which grating on the rufty hinges were Te- echoed through that
«  long labyrinth of darknefs. . Every murmur firuck her with new tarror ;— .
yet more fhe dreaded to hear the wrathful voice of Manfred urgmg his do-
meftics to purfue her.” She trad as foftly as impatience wauld give her leave,
€ —yet frequently ftopped and litened to héar if the was follbived. }n one of”
thofe moments the thought fhe heard a figh, She Ihuddered,,and recoiled a-
“ few paces. In a moment fhe thought fhe heard the ficp of fome pcrfou
© . Her blood gurdled ; fhe concluded it was Manfreds Every fuggeftion that
horror could infpire‘ruthed into her mind. She condemned her rath ° ﬁlght
which, had thus expofed her to his rage in a place where her cries were not
likely to draw any body to her afliftance.—Yet the found feemed not to come
from behirtl ;—if Manfred knew where fhe was, he muft have followed her: "
{he ‘was ftill in one of the clofiters, and the fteps fhe had heard were too dif-
tin& to proceed from'the way fhe had come® Cheered with this refleéion; .
and hoping to find a friend in whoever was not the prince ; fhe,was going to
advarrce, when a door that ftogd a-jar, at fome diftance to the deft, was .
. opened, gently, but ere her lamf, which the held up, could dxfcover whoV
opened it, the perfon retreated precxpxtately OR fcemg the ltght. A i

Ifabella, wltom every 1nc1dcnt was fuﬂicnent to di'ﬁnay, hcﬁtated whcther'
the fhould proceed. Her dread” of Manfred foon outweighed cvery ‘other
terror. - «The very circumftance of the perfon avoxdyzg her, gave her a fort of
courage. 1t could only be, fhe,thought, fome dqmeﬂ:ﬁ: M@’nging 'to - the

~caftle.. Her gentlenefs had never raifed her an encmy, and confc;ous inno- .

~

cence nade her hope that, unlefs:fent by th.g pﬂncc s qrde#" %a fcek her, his .

fervants would rather aflift than prevept her flight. J*Fonmfymg herfelf with

theke reﬂg&xons and believing, by svhat fhe cmflé“abférve, that fhe wag near . .

«the mouth of thq fubterraneous cayern, fhe approached the door tha,t ‘had
R '.'. e ¢ 4o YRS been
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%een opene‘l.; but a fudden guff;of wind that met her atﬁxe door cxtmguxfhed
her lamp, and left her in tosal,darklefs. s &

Words cagnot pamt the horror of the prmcefss fituation. Alo;c in fo
difmal a place, her mind xmpnqted yith all the temble events ®f the da Ys
hopelefs of efcaping, gxpectipg ,every momcnt'thc arrival of Manfred, and
far frqm ‘trarquil on kndwipg fic vas within rcach of fomebodyy, the knew
not ‘whom, who for fome caule feemed concealed, thereabouts,  afl Jhefe
thoughts crowded on her diftraéted mind, anfl fhe was ready to*fink uftder
+*her appiehenfions. - She addreffedsherfelf to evesy faint in heaven, ‘and in-
wardly implored their affiftance. » For a confiderable time the remained in an

agony of defpair..’ At laft, as. foftly as was poffible, ‘he felt for the door,

+ andghaving fotultei it, entered teembling into the yault from when;e fhe had
heasd tife figh gnd fteps. It gave her a kind of momentary joy to perceive’

an xmpcrfe& ray of clouded moonfhine gleam from ¢hes roof of the vault,
w}uch feemed to be fallensin, and from whence hung a fragment of earth or
Obuﬂdxﬁg, {he could not diffinguith which, that appeared t8 have been crufhed
inwards. She advanced eagerly towards this chafm, when fhe difcerned a

human form ftanding clofe againft the wall.
.

She ﬂmekcd be]xevmg it the ghoft of her b%trothed Conrad The ﬁgure
advancmg, faid in a fubmiffive ®oice, Be not alarmed, lady ; I will not -
jure you.  Hapella, a little encouraged by the words and tone of voice of the
ftranger, and recolle&ing that this muft beghe perfon who had opened the
door, recovered her fpirits enough to reply®Sir, whoever you are, take pity
on a wretched princefs ﬁandmg on'the brink of deftruction: aflit me to
efcape from this fatal caftle, or in a fe.w moments I-may be made miferable
for ever.. Ala! faid the*firanger, what can I do to affift you ?* 1 will die in
your defence ; but 1 am uhacquainted with the caftle, and want----Oh!

. faid Ifebella, haftily interrupting’him, help me but to find.a trap-deor that
muft be hereabout, and itis the greatefl fergice youn cat do rhe; for | have
npt a minute to, lofe. Saying thefe words fhe felt about on the pavcment,
and drrq&ed the ﬁranger to fearch likewifesfor a fmodth piece of brals in-
cldfed i mme of the ftones. * That, faid, (hg, is the lock, wh:qh oflens with
.a [pring, oif ‘which I know the fecret, If § can find that, I may efcape—aif

not, alas, courteous &rangtr, 1 fear I fhallghave inwolved you.in my misfor-
i 7 1 . B U
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and‘it W1H be fome conifort to lofe it in’ trying to deliver you “from his tyran-
ny. Generous youthj faid. H'abéﬂa, how fhall 1 ever reqmten--Aa fhe uttered
thofe worde, a ray of ‘moonfhine ftreaming - through a cranny of the rain
above fhone dire@ly on the kick othey Tougfrtu—()h tranfport ! faid Habella,
here is the, trap-door! *and takmg out a h:y Ifle touched the T{mng} %161\

, * farting afide dxfc.overed an‘iron tog.  Lift up the dBor, faid the ﬂrmccfs.

«

<

4

s

The® firanger obeyed ; and beneath appeared fomé ftone &eph defdéndin.g

into a vault totally dark, *'We muft go dogn tere, faid Habélla: follow mie ;¢

dark and difmal as it is, we cannot mifs ogir way ; it leads dxre&ly to &hie

church of faint NicBolas—Bgt perhaps, added the pridgefls modedily, you
¢ have no rcafon to léave the caftlel nog hawe I farther occalien for yopt feryxcc}
*in a few minutes 1 fhall bé fafe from Manfred’s rage——only let me knasw to
whom I am fo much obliged: I’ will never Quit you,* faid the Yh‘&nger
cagerly, tiil 1 have placed you in fafety—nor think ‘me, princefs, more ge-
nerous than I am :¢hough fou aré my principal case———The ftrangeravagifi-
terrupted by a fudden noife of voices that feemed approaching, and they {obn
diftinguifhed thefe words: Talk not to me of necromancers; I tell you fhe
muft be in the caftle; I will find her in {pite of enchantment. —Oh, hea-
vens! cried Ifabella, it is the woice of Manfred! Make hafte, or we are fuin-
ed ! and fhut the trap-door after you. Saying this, fhe defcended the Ateps
precipitately ; and as the ftranger haftened to follow her, he let the door {lip
out of his hands ; it.fell; and the {pring clofed ovef it. He tried in vain to"
open if, not having obferved Iftbella’s method of touching the {pring, nor
had he many moments to make an cﬂ'ay The noife of the falling door had
been heard by Manfred, who, dxre&;d by the found, haftened thither, at-
tended by his fervants with torched. - It ,mu& be Ifabella, cried Manfred be-
fore he entered the vault; fhe s efcapmg by the fubterraneous paﬁ'age, but.

L

fhe cannot have got far.——What was the aﬁomfhmom of the gnnce, owhen, °

inftead of Ifabtila, the light of the torches dxfcoveged :q,hgm the young pea-
fant, ‘whom he_thought confied under the fatal helmet! Traitor! faj

Manfred, how cameft thou her¢? Ithought thee. in durance ibove in the
court. J°am no traitor, replied the young man boldly, nor am 1 anfw&raﬂle
for your thoughts. Prefumptuoys villain ! eried Manfred, doﬂ thou provoke |
“ my wrath ? Teﬂ me ; how haft thou efcapeﬁ ‘ftom abovc? Thou haft cor-
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\'upted thy guards, and their lives fhall anfwer it. My poverty, fa1d ’thc pea-
fant calmly, will difculpate thetn: though the minilters of a tyrant’s wrath,
to thee they are faithful, and but Joo willing to execute the order® which
you unjuftly’impofed upon them. *Art thou fo hardy as to dage my ven-
geance ? faid the prince—but tdrtured fhall forge the truth from thee. 'Tell
me, kb will know thy* gccomp].?ce‘ts Thefe was my accomplice! faid the
youth‘fmllmg, and pointing to the roof. Manfred ordered the tofthe_s to be
Ireld vp, and ptrccxvedothat one of the cheefs of the enchanted gafques pad
Jforced *its way shrough the pavement of the court, as his fervants had let it
fnll over” the peafant, and had bréken through ifto the vault, leaving a gap
through which the. peafant had prcﬂ'cd 111mfelf fome minutes before he was
found by Ifabella. Was that the way bynwhlch thou didft defccnd? faid
Man‘fred, It was, faid the youth. But what noife was that, {aid Manfred,
which B heard #s I entered «he cloifter ? *A door clapped, faid the peafant :

I heard it as well as you. What door ? faid Manfrcd'ha{{xly I am not ac-
,Quainted with your caftlé, faid the peafans ; this is the §rft time" ever en-
*teved it, and this vault thc only part of it within which I ever was. Butl
tell thee, faid Manfred, [withing to find out if the youth had difcovered the
trap-door] it was this way I heard the noife : my fervants heard it joo.—My
lord, mterrupted one of them officioufly, to be fure it was the trap-door, and
he was going to make his efcape Peace ! blockhead, ,faid the prince an-
grily ; if he was going to efcape, how fhould he come on’ this fide I will
know from hi® own mouth what noife it was I heard. Tell me truly ; thy
life depends®on thy veracity. My veracity g’dearcr to me than my hfe, faid
the peafant ; nor would I purchafe the one by forfeiting the other, Indeed!
young phzlofopher' faid Manfred contemptuoufly : tell me then, what was
the noife I heard? Afk me what I can &n{wer, {aid he, and puf me to death
inftantly if I-tell you a lie. Manfred, growing impatient at'the fteady valour

= and mdlﬂ'erencc of the youth, crjed, Wcll then, thou man of truth! anfwer;

as it "the fall of the trap-door that I heard ? It was, faid the youth. Tt was !
id the prince ; and how®didft thou come ®o know there was a trap-door
hére? T faw the plate of brafs by a gleam .03 meonthjne, replied he. ¢ But
what tdld &hee it wa? a lock? faid Manfrdd : How didft thou difgover the
fecret of opening it? Providence, that® dfivered me from the helmet, was

*able to*dite@ me to the fj ring of a lock, Yaid he. Providente thould have

gone a little farther, and have plqced thee 6ut of the reach of my refentmeny,
faid Manfred : when Providence had taught thee to opc:ﬂhé lock, itraban- |

Vour. 1, Be . s ; doned gts
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doned 'tbee fqr a fool who did not keow how to make ufe ofcits favours.
Why didft théu not pur?uc the path pointed but for thy efcape? Why didft
thou fhht the trap-door before thou hadft defcended the fteps ? I might afk
yo, my lgrd, faid the peafant, how I, tot!dly unacquainted With your caf-
tle, was to know that thofe,fteps led “to arfy outlet? but I {corn to evade
your qucﬁ;onq Wherever thofe fteps le;xd'.to, pegifaps I fhould have ex-
+ plored the®way—1I could not have been in 2 worik fitustion than I was: But
theetfuth 35, I let the thap-doog fall + your immediate arrival followed. <1 had
given the alarm—what imported it to me whether I wasdeized a minute _
fooner or a minute later ? Thou art a refolute villain for thy years, fdid Man—
fred—yet on reflection T fufpect thou doft but trifle with ame: thou o Jhaft not
¢ yet told mg how thou didft open«the 1ock That T will fhoyv .you, my lord,
-fnd the peafant ; and taking up a fragmcnt of ftone- that had fall;n from
¢ above, he laid himfelf on the trap-door, and began to beat on the pxece of
brafs that covered it; meaning to gain time for the efcape of the princefs.
This prefcnce of mind, joired todhe franknefs of the youth, ftaggered, Map-
fred.” He even felt a difpofition towards pardoning one who had been gmlhy
of no crime. Manfred was not one of thofe favage tyrants who wanton in
cruelty unprovoked. - The circumftances of his fortune had given an afperity
to his temper, which was naturally humane; and his virtues were always
ready to operate, when his paffion did not gbfcure his rcafon. .

. While the prince was in this {ufpenfe, a confufed noife of®voices echoed
through the diftant vaults. Aéghe found approached, he diftinguifhed the
clamour of fome of his domeftics, whom he had difperfed through the caftle
in fearch of Ifabella, calling out, Wnexe is my lord ? "Where is the pnnce ?
Here I am, {aid Manfred, as they came nearer; have you found the: prm-
cefs? The firft that arrived replied, Oh, my lord '] am glad we have found
you.—Found me ! faid Manfred : have you,found the princefs ? We thought
we had my lord, faid the fellow looking temﬁcd—-—-but-—But what? Lrgéd <
the pfince : has fhe efcaped ?—giquez and 1, my lord—Yes, T and Diege
intersupted the fecopd, who came up in ﬁxll greater con&ernanon-—Spc k
one of ypu at a time, faid Man%red I afk you, whert is the princéfs? We
dg not know, faid they both to%}:th‘er but we are fnghtened out of our

» wits,—S0 I think, blockheads, $aid Manfreds what is it has fcared you

. thus?—Oh, my lord! faid Jaque?, Diego pas feen fuch a fight ! your hlgh-
 nefs would not béiieve our eyes.—What new abfurdity is this? cried Man-

3 §- o8 frcd—-

<



Tm CAST9L£ % O0F RAN T 0. 2y
L]

fred—-—Gwo me a dire& anfwer, ~or, by heaven—W hy' my lord, if it pleafe
your highnefs to hear me,* faid the poor fellow ; $Diego andﬁ—-—X %5, 'and
Jaquez, gried his comrade—Did not I forbid you to fpeak both aga time?
faid d‘pnq& You, laquez, gufer; for the other fool feems more dif~
tra&ted than thou art ; what is <he matter ? My gracious lord, Taid Jaquez,
if it pleafe your hq,hnefs to hegr me; Dido and I, according to your high-
nefs’s orderd, went tp leagch for®the young lady ; but being cotaprehenfive
¢hat we might encet thg®ghoft of my Jyouhg lord, yeur hxglmcfs s fon, God o
reﬁ his foul, asg he has not received chriftianburial—Sot ! cried*Manfred in
‘a rage, is it only a ghoft then thae thou haft feere? Oh, worle! worfe! my
Jord ! cned Diego ; I bad rather®*have feen ten whole ghofts,— Grant me pa-
‘tience ! faid Manfred ; thefe blockhéads diftra®@ me—Out of my fight,
"Didgo ! And tho, Jaque7, téll me it one word, art thou fobek? art thou ®
mv’ng,. Thow walt wont go have®{ome fenfe: has the other fot frlghtened
himfelf and thee too? Speak ; what is it he fancies Be Has feen? Why, my
lord, replied Jaquez trcxﬁblmg, I was goipg to tell your highnef8, that fince
* gfe calamitous misfortune of my young lord, God reft his foul ! not one of
us your highnefs’s faithful fervants, indeed we are, my lord, though poor
men ; I fay, not one of us has dared to fet a foot about the caﬁle, but two
together : fo Diego and I, thinking that my young lady might be Tn the great
gallery, went up there to look for her, and “tell her our highnels wanted
fomcthmg to impart to her.—OQ blundering fools ! cried Manfred : and in
the mean time fthe has made her efcape, becaufe you were afraid of goblins !
Why, thoft knave ! fhe left me in the gallesy 3 I came from thence myfelfi—
For all that, {he may be there. ftill for aught I know, faid’ Jaquez ; *but the
devil fhall have me Before I féek her there again!—Poor Diego! I do not o
believe he will ever recover it! Recoter what ? faid Manfred ; am I never te
learn what if is has terrified thefe rafcals? But 1 lofe my time ; follow me,
e . lave? I will fec if fhe isin the gallery.—For heaven’s fake, my dear good
. Jord,*cried Jaquez, do mot go to the gallery! Satan hifnfelf I befieve is in
the great chamber next to the gallery.— Manfred, wh® hitherto had treated o
the terror of his fervants as an idle panic, whs ﬁrucx at this new circungftance.
He reeollgtted the apparition of the portnﬂt, and the fudden clofing of the
* door at_the end of the gallery—his veids faltered, and he afked with difor-
* der, wvhat is in the great chamber? My Yord, faid Jaquez, when Diego zmd
I canie into the gallery, he weat firlt, for he faid he had more courage than®
L 86 when we came into the gallery, we fouhd nobodf We looked ufder®®
Y Ez. everfe o %
L]



C\V

(8

'3 ‘

<

«

[ 3

e > ARCY ¥
e (6 A ol

28, % THE CASTLE oF 0'7‘TRANI‘O,

eyery bench and ﬁool and ftill we found nobody —Were all the pl&urea in
thelr places ? “Gid Manﬁ‘!:d Yes, my lord, arfwered Jaquez; but we did
not thisk of looking behind them. --Well well ! faid Manfred; proceed.
When we_came to the door of the gt shamber., continuetk Jaq*z, we
found it {fhut.—And coulg not you open it? faid Manfred. Ob'! yes, my
lord, would to heaven we had bt replxedﬁhe——T\Iay, it was not I'ngither,
4t was Dis%o : he was grown fool—hardy, and would ga on, though Dadvifed
hing not—If ever I open a dooj that is fhut again—Lrifle not, faid Manfréd

¥

Ihuddermg, but tell me what you faw in the great chamber on opening the

door.—I1 ! my lord? faid Jaquez, I faw ‘nothmg ; I was behind Biego
but T heard the noile.—Jaquez, faid- Manfred in a folemn tone ofi voice,

- tell me, I adjure thee by the Youls of my anceftors, what it was thou faweft ; >

what it wa thou heardeft ?+ It was chgo faw'it, my lard, it was. -not I re-
plied Jaquez ; T only heard the noife. Diego had, no fooner opened the doar,
than ‘he cried out ‘and ran back—I'ran back too, and faid, Is it the ghoﬂ ?
The ghoft No, no, faid Diego, and his hair ftood an cnd——lt is a_gians,

I believe; he is all clad in armour, for I faw his foot and part of his leg, and

they are ag large as the helmet below in the court. As he faid thefe words,
my lord,we heard a violent motion and the rattling of armour, as if the giant
was rifing ; for Déego has told me fince, that he believes the giant was lying
down, for the foot and leg were ftretched at length on the floor.  Before we
could get to the eid of the gallery, we heard the door of the great chamber
clap hehind us, but we did not dare turn back to fee if the giant was follow-
ing us—Yet now I think on it, 'we muft have heard him if he %had purfued:
us—But for heaven’s fake, good my lord, fend for the chaplam and have the

- caftle exorcifed, for, for certain, ‘it is enchanted. Ay, pray do, . my lord,

(3

cried all the fervants at once, or wé¢ muft leave your highnefs’s fervice. —-‘

Peace, dotards‘ faid Manfred, and follow me; I will know wharaﬂ this.
means. We! my lord ! cried they with one voice ; we would not'ge up to
the gallery for, your highnefs’s revenue. The yotmgpeafant,,ﬁho had fooll
filent, snow fpoke. Wil your Highnefs, faid he, ‘permit me to try this ad~/
ventuge ? My life is of confcqu,eri;e to nohody I fear no bad angel, and have
offended po good one. . Your bthaviour is above yout feeming, Jfaid Man-
fred ; viewingt him with furprifo%arfd admiration- hereafter I will reward

. your bravery—but now, continuéd he with a figh, I am fo circumftanced, *

. that I dargtruft no eyes but my oJm—-HoweWr;I gtvc you leave 0 accom-

v &

Jpany me. "

:‘ : G : Manft(d,
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- Manfred, when he firftofallowed Ifabella fromethe gallb, had gont di-
reétly to the apartment of his wife, concluding the princefs had retired thi-
ther. Hippelita, who knew Lis fep, rofe with anxious fondnefs to meet
her lord, whom fhe had not fegn fiace the death of their fon.® She would
have,flown in a tranfpert mixed.of joy and grief to his bofom ; but he pufhed h
her sudely *off, and,fald,¢Whege®is labella? Ifabella ! my lofd! faid the of
dftonjthed Hippolita. ,*Yes, Ifabella; crled Manfrad imperioufly ;° |, want
Ifabella. = My Jord, replied Matilda, who f)erccived how much his Deha- o ®
~iour had fhocked her mother, {l# has not beew with us fince your highnefs *
Jummgned her to your apartmeft. = Tell me where fhg is, faid the prince ; I
do not want to know where fhe hasbeen. ®My good lord, faid Hippolita,
~your dg.ughtef tefls you the truth * Ifabella left us by your comm$ynd, and has®
not® regurned dinge : —but, ;ny gootl lord, compofe yourfelf: retire to you;. ;
reft : this difmal day has difordered you. Ifabella fleall *wait your orders in A
the morning. What, thtn you know where fhe is ? cried Manfsed : tell me y
¢ dire@ly, for I will not lofe an inftant—And you, woman, fpeaking to his

wife, order your chaplain to attend me forthwith, Ifabella, faid Hippolita !
calmly, is retired I fuppofe to her chamber : fhe is not accuftomed to watch
at this late hour.', Gracious my lord, continued fhe, let ne know what has
difturbed you : has Ifabella offended you? Trouble me not with queftions,
faid Manrred, but tell me witre fhe is. Matilda fhall «call her, faid the
princefs—{it Jown, my lord, and refume your wonted fortitude.—What, art
thou jealow of Ifabella, replied he, that yqu wifh to Ire prefent at our‘inter-
view > Good heavens ! my lord, faid Hifpolita, what is it your Pghnefs
means? Thou wilt Rnow ere many minutes are pafled, faid the cruel prince.
Send your chaplain to me, and wait.my pleafure here, At thefe words he
flung out.of the room in® fearch of Ifabella 3, leaving the amaztd ladies thun-
der-frruck with his ‘words and_frantic deportment, and loft in vain conjec-
tures%on what he was meditating. : p

Manf:'ﬁéd., wag now returning from the vaplt, attended by the pcafa;t and a
few of, his fervants whom he had. obliged % accompafiy him. He aftended -
the ﬁai};’:_ja-ée\fgwithout ftopping till hegangived at the gallery, at the door of -
« whichhe met Hippolita and her chaplaing When Diego ha{f been difmifled
by Manfred, he had gone directly to thegprincefs’s apartment with the alarm®

of what he had feen. That txcellent lady,» who no gioge thar Manfed-a
; 4 ’ doubted ':‘
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dpubtcd of the ahty of the vifion, yet, afft@ed to treat it as a delirium oF
the fervant. ‘Willing, hdwever, to fave her dond from any additional {hock,
and prepared by a feries of grief not to tremble at any acceffion to it ; fhe
determined to make herfelf the firft faci¥ficg, if fate had marked the prefent
hour for their deftruction, Dlﬁmﬂing she rebu@ant Matilda to her reft, who
in vain fued for leave tq accompafly her mother, and attended only, by her.
chaplam, &lippolita had vifited the gallefy,. and «great,chamber’: andi. now,
w lrh.morg fcu.mt) of doul than fhe had felt for rﬂpny hours, {he met hes
lord, and Affured him that the vifion' of the gigantic leg and foot was 4dll a
fable ; and no doubt an impreflion made by fear, and the dark and difmal.
hour of the night, og the minds of his fervants: She agd the chaplgin had
examined the chamber, and fSund every thing in the ufual order.
"’ ¢ ¢ " . D vy

Manfred, though perfuaded, like hi§ wife, that the vifian had Yeeft no
work of fancy, récovkred a little from the tempeft of mind into which fo
many ftrarfge events had thrown him., Afhamed too of his inhuman treat-
ment of a pnnccfs, who returned every injury with new marks of tendernefs |
and duty, he felt returning love forcing itfelf into his eyes—but not lefs
afhamed of feeling remorfe towards one, againft whom he was inwardly me-
ditating a yet more bitter outrage, he curbed the yearnings of his heart, and
did not dare to lean even towards pity. The next tranfition of his foul was
to*exquifite villaity. Prefuming on the unfhaken fubmiflion of hxppolxta,
he ﬂattered himfelf that fhe would not only acquxefce with patience to a di-

" vorce, but would obey, if it was his pleafure, in endeavouringsto perfuade

Ifabells to give him her hand—But ere he could indulge this horrid hope,

. herefleted that Ifabella was not to be found: Coming to himfelf, he gave

orders that every avenue to the caftle <hould be ftrictly &uardcd and charged
his domeftics on pain of their liyes to fuffer nobody“to pafs out., The young
peafant, to whom he fpokc favourably, he ordered to remain in a fmall
chambef on the flairs, in which there was a pallet bed, and the Rey of
whichche took away“himfelf, telling the youth he ‘would talk with him in
the morning. Then dxfmxfﬁng liis attendants, and beﬂ:owmg F fullen kind of

half-nod on Hippolita, he retired to his own chamberﬁ 00y e WG
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ATILDA, who*by HMippdiita’s ordgr had retired to her “apartment,
# Y%+ was ill-difpofed t® take any reft, The fhocking*fate of her prothdrehad
o o decply affeted her. She was furprifed at not feeing Ifabella: but the
ftrange words which had fallen .f{'om her father, and his obfcure menace to
‘the princefs his wife, accompanied by, the mgft furious behaviour, had filled
her,gentle mindeyith terror and alarm,, She waited anxiouily foy the return g
of Biarca, a young damfel that attgnded her, whom fhe had fént to learre
what Was becOme of Ifabel®.  Bianca foon appeared, angl informed her mif- ®
trefs of what the had gathered from the fervants, that Ifabella was no where o
o Yabe found. She relateds the adventure of the young peafant, who had been
difcovered in the vault, though with many fimple additions from the incohe- e
rent accounts of the domeftics ; and fhe dwelled principally on the gigantic
leg and foot which had been feen in the gallery-chamber. This laft cir-
cumftance had terrified Bianca fo much, that the was rejdiced when Matilda
told her shat fhe would not gp to reft, but would watch till the pringefs
thould rife. .

-

The you.ng princefs wearied herfelf in cfjeCtures on the flight of #fabella,
and on the threats of Manfred to her mother. But what bufinefs could he
have fo uirgent with the chaplain ? faid Matilda. Does he intend to have my *
brother’s body interred privately in thee chapel ? Oh ! madam, faid Bianca,
now I guefs. As you are become his heirefs, he is impatient to have you
marrjed : he has always been raving for more fons ; I warrant he is pow im-
* patient for grandfons,  As fure as I live, madam, I fhyll fee.you a bride at

laft. Good madam, yod won't caft off yoify faithful Bianca: you wén’t put

Donna Rofara*ever me, now you are a great prificefs 3 My poor Bianea, faid .

Matilda, how faft your thoughts amble! fa great princefs ! Whas haft thou

feen in Manfred’s behaviour fince my® blother's death that béfpeaks any, in-

creafé of tendernefs to me? No, Bian .a, his heart was ever a ftranger to,
me—but he is my father, andJ muft not complain. Nay, if heaven l?uts

my father’s heart againft me, it over-pays my Tittle merﬁn'thc tendernefs of .

: 3 Foes - ; St
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my mother—Ofhat dear mother ! Yes, Biinca, 'tis there I feel the rugged'
temper of Man¥red. 1 can fupport his harfhitefs to me with patience; but
it wound$ my foul when I am witnefs to his caufelefs feverity towards her.
Ohy madam, faid Bianca, all men ufe theirewives fa, when thiey are weary
of them.—And yet you ebngratulated tne btt now, faid Matilda, when you
fancied my father intended to difp‘ofe of mg. "I would have youa greatlady,
replied Biafica, come what will. I do not wifh torfeg you moped in'a®con-
vente®as you would be®if you pad your will, and ifemy lady your mother,
who knows that a bad hufband is better than no hufband at all; did not hin-
der you,—Blefs me! what hoife is that? Saint Nicholas forgive me? 1 was
“but in jeft. "It is theswind, faid Matilda, whiftling through the battlements.
in the tower above : you have heard it a thoufand times. Nay, faid Bianca,
there was nb harm neither in what Iaid : it is 'no fin to talk of matrimony—
e And fo; madam, as I was faying; if my lord Manfred fhould offer ¢you a
handfome young prince for a bridegroom, you would drop him a curtfy, and
tell him y<§u would rather rake the veil. Thank heaven! I am in no fuc}v‘ _
danger, faid Matilda: you know how many propofals for me he has rejecto
ed.—And you thank him, like a dutiful daughter, do you, madam }—But
come, madam ; fuppofe, to-morrow morning he was to fend for you to the
great council-chamber, and there you fhould find at his elhow a lovely young
prince, with large black eyes, a fmooth white forehead, and manly curling
locks like jet; in fhort, madam, a young hero refembling the picture of the
gopd Alfonfo in the gallery, which you fit and gaze at for hours together.—
Do not fpeak lightly of that picpre, interrupted Matilda fighing ¢ I know
the adoration with which I look at that pi¢ure is uncommon—but I am

 not in love with a coloured pannel. The character of that virtuous prince,

the veneration, with which my mother®has infpired me for his memdry, the
orifons which I know not why fhe has enjoined me to pour forth at his‘tomb,
all have concurred to perfuade me that fomehow or other my deftiny is link-
ed with fomething relating to him.—Lord ! madam, how fhould thaf be ?
faid Bignca : T have always heard Yhat your family whs no way related to his:
and I am fure I cannot,conctive Why my lady, the princefs, {ends you ina.
cold morning, or a damp evcning: to pray at his tomb : “he is no faint by the
almanack. If §ou muft pray, why“d8es not fhe bid you addrefs yourfelf to
cour great faint Nicholas? I am furt he is the faint I pray to for a hufband.
Perhaps my mind would be lefs affeted, faid Matilda, if my mother would
explain 4er reafons'tp me: but it is the myfery fhe obferves, that infpires

y ¢ . 3 : Tiame
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*me th t‘h:s--l‘ know not, what t call it. As fle ne\fer ;})s fram cnprtcc,
T'am fure there is {ome fatal Tecret at bOttom-—nay I know there i K in her
agony of gricf for my brothér’s deagh the dropped fome words that intimated as

“yuuch: ——Oy, dear madam; cﬁed’ anca, what were they? No, faid Matilda : if

a parent lets fall a word, :md ‘wThcs U recaled, it & not for a child to utter it.
What' v&as'ﬁxe forry Tar whatehahad faid ¥ afked Binca.—I am fre, madam,
_youay truft me. —Wish ‘my otvn little fecrets, when 1 have any,[ may, faid
"Matflda ;' but fever with my mother : a ch¥ld ought to have nos éars o®eyes

. o but as a parent’directs. Well ! tp be fure, madam, you was born to be a

*faint, f'ud Bianca, and ‘there s nq refilling one’s vocation :* you will end in a
*convene at lat. Biit there is my lady Ifabella would not be fo referved to me:

fhe will Jet me eadk to her of youn® men; and when a handfome cavalier hase
come tbdle caﬂle, the has owned tosme fhat fhe ‘wifhed your brother.Conraa
referﬁ&éd ﬁirﬂ "Bianca, faid the princefs, I do nat alow you to mention

\my frlend dxfrefpe&fuﬂye Ifabella is of a cheerful difpofition, bug her foul is

pure &8 virtue itfelf. She knows your idle babbfing humbur, and perhaps has

- now and then encouraged it, to divert melancholy, and to enliven the foli-

tude in whtch my father Leepq us.—Bleffed Mary ! faid Bianca ﬁamng, there
it is again!—Dear madam, do you hear nothing ?——-Tlps caftle®is ccrtamly
haunted’-—-—Peace' faid Maulda, and liften! ¥ did think T hcard a voice—
but it muﬁ %t fancy your tesors I {uppofe have mfe&e&mc. Indeed ! *in-
deed ! ma,dim, faid Bianca half-wecping with agony, I'am fure I heard a
voice, Daes any body fie in the chamber beneath? faid the prmcefq No-.
body has dared to lie there, anfiwered Biaffca, fince the great aftrologer that

was your brother 5 tutor drowneg‘ hlmfelf For certain, madam, his ghoft

and the young prince’s are now "m::t imthc chamber below—for heaven’s fake

let us ﬂy to your mother’s apartment 1 1% charge you not to ftir faid Matilda.

ca : their fufferings by queftioning them.
w bave not injured them—and if they
One chainber than h another? Rgach mec

tilzéﬁ fpegk to them. Oh, dear lady,

7
1d got ﬁ)ea‘k tea ghoﬁ fo ‘prld"pcried Blanca —As fhe fanJ thofe

1f theyane fpmts in pam, we ‘g
mean ow

wdg"hda heard th é,.,;;ﬁa{'qmcu; of theslistle chamber below Ylatifda’s open,
They dif encd atten YtJyllAandﬁ 'efcw mtahtes thought thcy, heard a peffon

fing, but coul *,i;mdlﬁ ngmih e word. This can be no evil {pirit, faxd'
the pxmcefs in alow vqi@cbz it is undoubted!y one of tbp family*—gpen the.

1
L
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- wihdow, end vge/fhall knpw the voice.* I dare not indeed, m&datm, faid

Bianca, Thou art a'very fool, faid Manlda, openmg the window gently
herfelf. “The noife the princefs made wap however heard by the perfon be-
neath, who Ropped, and, they concluded, had heard the cafement pen. Is any
body below ? faid the prideefs : ify there is, fpeak ch, faid an unknown
“voice. Who is it ? faid Matilda. A ftrangery réplied the®voice. 'What firatiper?
faid ﬂ‘xe- and how dxdf’c thou come there at“this unufufl heur, when all’ thp
gate$ of the cafile are locked ? ¥ am not here willingly, anfwered the volce—

but pardon me, lady, if T have difturbed your reft : I knew' not that T-was «

overheard. Slcep had forfaken'me: I left, a reftlefs couch, and came to'

wafte the irkfome hours with (zazing .on the fair approaclf of morniag,- im-*

epatient to be difmiffed from this caffle. «Thy words and aecents, faid Ma-
hlda, axe of a melancholy caft: if thou art unhappy, I pity thee.  If povgrty
* afflicts thee, let me know it; I will ‘mention” tKe¢ to the princefs, "whofz
beneficent {oul ever melts for the diftrefled ; and fhe will relieve thee. I am
indeed unhappy, fail the ftfange’; and 1 know rtot what wealth is» but.T
do not complain of the lot which heaven has caft for me: 1'am young and
healthy, and am not athamed of owing my fupport to myfelf-—yet think me
not proud,’ or that 1 difdain your generous offers. I will remember-you in
my orifons, and will pray for'bleﬂ'ings on your gracious felf and your noble
midrefs—If 1 figh, 1idy, it is for others, na for myfelf Now 4 have it,
madam, faid Bianca whifpering the pnncefs. This is ccrtamly the young
peafant ; and by my onfcience he is in love !——Well, this s a charming
adventure 1—Do, madam, let us"ﬁﬁ him. - He does not khow you, but

. takes you for one of my lady Hippolita’s women. Ast thou ‘not afhamed,

Bianca ? faid the princefs: what right have we'to pry into the fecrets of
this young min’s heart ? He feems Yirtuous and frank, and tells us he is un-
happy : are thofe circumftances' that authorize us to mnke a propérty of-him?
How are we entitled to his confidence ? Lmd" madm, dww Tittle youcknow
of love/ replied Biancu : why, loyers have 1o pleafige eque to talking of their
miftrefs. And would you haveyme Decome a pegfam‘ﬁwnﬁdm? faid the
princefs. Well then,' let me tal% to him, faid’ Bianca: tholigh I have the

honour of‘beuv; your highne(#’s n\u&of honour, T was not alway$ fo great:

befides, if love, levels ranks, it reifes thqm ‘&:‘b“’ T have a refpeét for any
* young man in love.—Peace, fimplgton ! faid thbpnnce{h. “Though fie faid
hé was unhappy., mdoes not follow that he fouft be in love. X Think of all

- ¥ that

.
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® that has happened to-day, and telhmc if there are nd mxsfortunes but what
love caufes,  Stranger, refarded the princefs, if ihy mnsforfunes have not
been occafioned by thy own fault, Fnd are within the compafs of ti#t princefs
Hippolita’s*power to redrefs,; L avill take upon me to anfwer thag the will be
thy prote@refs, - When thou drt di&niﬂ'e({ from whis caftle, repair to holy fa-
thers Jerome at the coiyent adjoiping to whe church of faint Nicholas, and ¥
make thy ftory knoven jo him, as far as thou thinkeft- meet: he bxll not fail
*to inform the “princels, who is the .mother.of all Yhat want. her a{ﬁﬂance
Farewell ;. it issnot feemly for me to hold farther converfe with a man at this
-unwonted hour. May the famts guard thee, gricious lady ! replied the pea-
-fant—shut oh, if » poor and worthlefs firanger might- preiume to beg a mi-
nute’s audience fgrther—am I fo hap P—the cafement is not fhut—might, -
1 vgnture to alk—Speak quxckly, fmf Matilda ;' the mormng dawns apace «
fhould the labourers come into the filds and perceivg us—What ‘wouldft e
thou afk ?—I know not how—1I know not if I dare, “faid the young ftranger o
o Yalterigg—yet the humanity with which yeu hawe fpokem to me émboldens—
f.ady | dare I truft you ?—Heavens ! faid Matilda, what doft thou mcan? .
with what wouldft thou truft me? Speak boldly, if thy fecret is fit to be o ¢
entruﬁed to a virtuous breaft.—I would afk, faid the peafant eccolleQing
himfelf, whether: what 1 have heard from the domeftils. is true, that the
princefs is miffing from the gftle? What imports it #o thee to know ? re-
plied Matilda, © Thy firt words befpoke a prudent and becoming gravity.
Doft thou.come hither to pry into the fecgets of Manfged? Adieu. L have
been miftaken in thee. ~Saying thefe wogds, the fhut the cafementshattily,
without giving the young man time to reply: I had afted more wilely, faid
the prmcefs to Bianca with fome (hsu;pncfs, if 1 had let thee converfe with
this peafant :  his inquifisivenefs feems of a piece with thy owm. It is not fit
for me'toargue with your highnefs, replied Bianca ; but perhaps the queftions
I.{hoyld have put to him, would have been more to the pprpofe, than thofe
you have been pleafed to, afk him. Oh, no doubt, faid Matilda ; yousiea
very difereet perionage ! May I know wha" you would have afked Him ! A
by—ﬁandet oftef fees more of the game thag thof¢ thasplay, anfwered Bianca. ‘e
' Does u ,htghneﬁ think; ‘madam, that ,hxs queftion about my lajy Iabella - .
was Gh refult of mere- curiofity ? No,m‘madam there is Aore i in it than

you great | W_.'L'A.Mxmﬂfe okt Lopcz toll me, that all the’ fervants belicves
thw ym.mg ‘&Eowconmmd ‘my lady fabella’s, efcape--wow, prey, madam, a
F2 obfcrvc ';.
»
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obfctve-—-;—-Yq&x and f both know that"‘my lady Tfabella never muth fancied ©
the prince your brother. —Well! be is killed Jult inthe or 1“1dal ‘minute—I
aceufe nobody. A helmet falls from the' mpon—ifo iny Tord your father fayss
but {.opez and all the fervants fay that this yofmg fpark is & m&g\cmxb, and
ftole it from Alfonfo’s tomh-u-Hav‘: dond with this rhaplody of mpmmnm
faid Matildg. -~ Nay, madam, as sou ]e::[e,tcrxed Planca—yet it i&mry
particular though, that my lady Ifaljella fhouhi be imiffirly the very famé ddy,
and #lfat tiig young forcérer thoeld be found at the mduth of the trap-door—=

I accufe nobody—but if ‘my young lord came honeftly by his desth-«nDare :
not on thy duty, faid Matilda, to breathe a,f{ufpicion on the purity *of u'.\y
dear Ifabella’s fame.—Purity, or not purity, faid Bidnca gone fhg®is:
oftranger is found that nobody knowg ‘you queftion him yeurfelf: he: tells
you he_is in love, or unhappy, it is the fame thing—nay, he owned he glﬁaa
unhappy about othegs ; and is any Body unhappy* about anothtr, unlefs they
are in love yvith them ? "And at'the. very next word 'he-afks innocertly, poor
foul! if my lady Habella is miffing.—To be fure, faid Matilda, thy obfervas’
tions are not totally without foundation'— labella’s flight amazes me: the
curiofity of this ftranger is very particular—yet Ifabella- never concealed a
thought frem me.—So fhe told you, faid Bianca, to fith out yomﬁreér‘ete———
but who knows, madam, but«his ftranger may be fome ptince in ‘difguife ?
—Do, madam, let me*open the window, and gfk him a few queftions. = No,
replied Matilda, I will atk him myfelf, if he knows aught of Ifabella: he is
not worthy that T fhoyld convcrfe farther 'mth him. She was going ?cé apeu
the cafément, when they heard the bell ring at the poftern-gate of
which is on the right hand of the tower, wherg Matilda lay:

(o

ﬁ%ﬁ»‘%ﬁ; k prevmted
* the princefs from renewmg the converfanon thh the ﬁra ¢
.

After contmumg filent for fome time 3 Iam pwfmdﬁmﬂu@ﬁﬁ%ﬁanca,
that whatever be the caufe of lfabe&la’s ﬂaghr\*it M% unworthy "
., I this ﬂranger was gcceflary to it, fhe muft be fatisfied of his fidelity and -
worth - 1 obferved, did nwn,@iama‘i\awk i ER n r
‘an undommon mfuﬁorvof pibey. It was‘n&rwﬁ’ai@%‘ir%m o5 Were .
becoming @ man of geuﬁe ‘birth, lﬂﬂd ‘madam,  faid iateal, that T
was fure he wab fome prince in dxw

‘.;mmpmﬁn %r”‘m hidF

b ﬂight? Wby exgof( “himfelf unncceﬂ’mlywau&m{my 10 my fa&hﬁ‘s ‘refent-

menti‘
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o ment? As for that, madam,’ replied fhe, if he could get from pindep the
helmet, he will find ways &f eluding your father’s dnger, 1 do not doubt but
he has {ome talifman or other about him.—You refolve every thin® into ma-
“gie, faid Mdilda—but .a man evho has any intercourfe: with igfernal fpirits
does not dare to make ufe of thdfe tremendous and doly words which he uttered.
Didét thou not obferve with*wat, fervour be vowed so remember me to heaven
in his prayers? Yessp Ifgbella was undoubtedly convinced of his plety,—Com-
*endiive to -the pietysof a young fellow ang a dantfel that confukt to%Jope ! *
faid Bianca. . No, no; madam; my lady I{abella is. of another-guefs mould
«than ybu take her for. . She ufsd indeed to figh and lift up her eyes in your
. compupy, becaufe fhe knows you are a faint—but when your back was
turned—You, wx.'ong«hcl'_o faid Matild.a; Ifabella is no hypocrije: fhe has 3
dt.'p fenfe of devotion, but never. ,aﬁ;e&ed a call the bhas not.  On the contrary,
4he‘akways combated my #nclination fof the cloifter : and though I'own thee
myftery fhe has made to me of her flight confounds me ;. though it feems o ¢
o Vinconfiftent with the frigndfhip between ws; I cannot farget the® difinterefted
ewarmth with which fhe always oppofed my taking the veil: fhe wifhed to .
{ee. me married, though my dower would have been a iofs to her and my o . °
brother’s children. . For her fake I will believe well of this young peafant.
*Then you do think there is fome liking between them ? %aid Bianca,—While
the was {peaking, a fervant cagne haftily into the chamher2 and told the. prin-
cefs that the lady Habella was found. Where? faid Matilda,  She has ta-
ken fanéuvary in faint Nicholas’s church,, replied the fervant : father Jerpme
has brought the news himfelf: he is belog with his highnefs. Where is my
mother? faid Matilda. She is in her own chamber, madam, and has afked.
for you. bt i i iy . b
' o7 ey - e
Minfred had rifen at the firft dawn of light, and gone to Hippolita’s apart-
aneng, to "ggqpire if {he knew wought of Ifabella. While, he was queftioning

her, word was brought shat Jerome demanded to fpeaf with him. Masfred, .
litle: fufpe@ing the .caafe of the friar’s Brrival, and knowing he®%vas em-

 ployed by Hippolita in her charities, ordered Him towbe admitted, istending o4
to leavesthem together, while he purfu d %is fearch after Mabelda,  Is your ]
‘bufinefs<with me or the princefs? fai® Manfred.. With bhth, replied the
*  holy*man,  The lady Iabella—What of her? interrupted Manfred eagerly—s
is at faint Nicholas’s altar, replied Jerome. That is ng bufinefsof Higpo- o
Ny : . " g, o
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lita, faid Manfred thh confufion : let ‘useretird to my chamber, fa(her and
inform me how*fhe came thither. . No, my lord, ‘replied the good man with

- an air of firmnefs and autherity that daunged even the refolute Manfred, who
could not help revering.the faint-like virtues of Jerome : my conhmﬂion is to
both ; and, with your highnefs’s good-hkmg; ‘in the prefence of both I fhall
deliver it—But firft, my, lord, I muft mtcrrqgtte t‘rgee princefs, whether the

is acquaintell with the caufe of the lady Ifabella’s retirement from your caftle.

& —-Ng,c onwny foul, faid Hippglita; does Ifabella ohargc tne with being
privy to it —Father, interrupted Manfred, I pay due reverenge to your holy
profeffion ; but I am fovereign here, and wﬁl allow no meddling prieft to in--
terfere in- the affairs of my domeftic:- If you have aught«o fay, attgrid me -
to my chamber—I do not ufe ‘to let my wife be acquamted with the fecret'
affairs of my Rate ; ; they are not within a woman s province. - My lord, faid
cthe holy man, I am no intruder intd the Tecrets of families. My office is to
promote_peace, to heal “divifions, to -preach repentance, and teach mankind
to curb their headftrong paflions.¢ I forgive your highnefs’s unchagitable
apoftrophe : I know my duty, and am the minifter of a mightier prince than
.. Manfred. Hearken to him who fpeaks through my organs. Manfred trem-.
- bled with rage and fhame. Hippolita's. countenance  declared her aftonifh-
ment, and impatience to know syhere this would end : her filence mare ﬁrongly

fpoke hcr oblervance of Manfred. . 7 <y Q,.%." SRR o Nttt

o

Thg lady Ifabella, refumed Jermpc, commends herfelf to bo:h fb'nr hagh-
nefles ; <hethanks both for the kigdnefs with which fhe has been treated in
your caftle: {he deplores the lofs of your fon, and her own misfortime in not

becoming the daughter of fuch wife and noble princes, whom fhe fhall al-
ways refpe@ ag parents : fhe prays for. umtgtcrruptczd union an;l felicity be-
tween you: [Manfred’s colour ¢hanged] but asit is no- longcryoiﬁblc for.
her to be, allied to you, ihe centreats ywrmufennwruﬁn in fw&uarx il

" fhe can leam news of Jher. @eth:r, -o:, hy the tainty of his death, be at
< liberty, with the app:o,batxpn&of , 10 C ' herfelf in fuit-
: able maxriage. 1 fhall give né :!' ;,Mmﬁﬁ' lm.her

remn to Qe c,afth wulw dsky ”‘W
mglmof,; mn reublle& WW, ok
, fria 1 wagt-no monitor, (ald..Mg

M«M petﬁn to het*
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*room for‘ﬁrange fufpxcxonaa-—and %hat young villain, who was a‘ leal} the
accomplice of her flight, if ftot the caufe of it—The caufe ! “interrupted Je-
rome : was a young man the caufe] This is not to be borne! cried®Manfred.
Am I to be*bearded in my oW palace by an infolent monk ? Thou art ptivy,
I guefs, to their amours. I woifld pify to heaven®o clear up your uncharita-
ble furmifes, faid Jerdme, if wouy highnefs were not fatisfied in your con-
fcience how unjuﬁlyyop accufe me.  1dp pray to heaven to pardon that un-
chamablcnefs “and 1 lmplorc your highnefs 4o leave’the princefy #t pe!oe in

. o that holy place, swhere fbe is nop liable to be difturbed by fuch vain and

-worldly fantafies as difcourfes of love from any man. Cant not to me, faid
Manffed, but retern, and brmg the princefs §o her duty. It is my duty to
prevent her resyrn ‘hither, faid Jerome. - She is where orphang and vxrgms
are Jafaft from the fnares and wiles of this world; and nothing but a parent’s
authority fhalPtake her thence; I am her parent, crigl Manfred, and de-*
' mand her. She withed to have you for her parent, faid the friar; but hea- o
o “ven, that forbad that connexion, has for ever dilolved all ties betwixt you
2nd I announce to your highnefs—Stop ! audacious man, faid Manfred, and .
dread my difpleafure. = Holy father, faid Hippolita, it is your office to be no = ..
refpeCter of perfons : you muft fpeak as your duty prefcribes: but it is my
: duty to hear nothing that it pleafes not my losd I thould®hear. = T will retire
to my oratory, and pray to ghe bleffed Virgin to infpire you with her holy
counfels, and to reftore the heart of my gracious lord to its wonted peace

) and gcntlcnefs. Excellentv woman ! faid the friar.-‘-My lord, ‘I attend your

pleafure B RN '0'(, ; ¢ %

Y.
4

Mmfred, accompamed by thc fnar, paﬂ'cd to- hxs own apartment ; where ®
{hutting the door, I pexceive, father, fuid he, thiar Ifabella has acquainted =
you with mygurpofe Now hear my refolve, and obey.  Reafons of ftate,
moft jurgent reafons, my own sand the fafety of my people, demagd that I
fhould have a fon. Tt ui&vain")m*expe& an heir frgm Hippolita. [ have =
“made choice of Ifabella, - Yon muft bring hir back ; and'you muft & more.
‘v'l“zknow‘* ﬁt@mﬁucnce you have with' ‘Hippolita ! Nivibmlcie e your ‘
I;an& .* - ®he is, ‘Lallow, a faultlefs woman: her foul is fet on leeaven,and |
‘ he little grandeur of  this world: You can withdraw Mer from it.en-

m'é-_ f i’é:fuadc her to confent to the diffplution of our ‘martiage, and to re-o

ry—ihe fhalleendow one if fhie will ; agd the fhall haveghe o
3 - ° meang o

R
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means of bcm as hberal to your order bs ﬂxe or you can wifh, - "'I?hus you
will dwert the calamities tﬁat are hanging over®our heads, and have the me«
rit of favifig the principality of Otranto frqm deftru&ion. You are a prudent
man; and though the warmth of my tempd- Betrayed me into ‘I‘oﬁne unbe-
coming éxpreffions, I hono#r your yirtud, and‘wifh to be’ mdebted ﬁb vou! for
the repofe ot my life and ¢he prcfcpvatlon of;my Yamlly o ‘i
ll' Sl
ThE wilt of heaven bé doneb fmd the friar. Iattf but its worthlefs \in-
frrument. It ‘makes ufe ‘of my tongue to tell thee, prince, *of ‘thy whwar- .
rantable defigns.  The injuries of the v1rtuou;3 Hippolita have mountea to the”
throne of pity. = By me thou art reprimanded for thy adulterous 1nt&ﬂon of
Jepudiating her by me thou art warned =ot to ‘purfue the Jnceﬁuous deﬁgn
en thy contracted daughter. 'Heaven, that delivered her from thy furyg when -

(o)

et
Fam,

~ethe judgments fo recently fallen on' thy houfe ofight to have®infpired thes

with other thoughts, will continue to watch over her. - Evenl, a poon‘ind
defpifed fr:ar, am zble to protect cher from thy vwlence ——-I ﬁnner as 1 ai'n, { ¢
and unchantably reviled by your highnefs as an accom‘phce of 1 know nc‘)f :
what amours, fcorn the allurements with which it has pleafcd thee to tempt ‘
mine honeRy. 1love my order; I honour devout fouls; I refp 2‘3: the pxetx‘"i

of thy princefs—but I will not betray the confidence fhe repofesm me, not.

ferye even the caufecof religion by foul and: finful complmnces-——-But fgr-

footh! the welfare of the ftate dcpends on your highnefs having a fon. Hea-

ven mocks the fhortsfighted views of man. But ycﬁcr—morn, t;hofe houfe  °
was fo great, fo flourifhing as ‘Marfred'’s :—Where is young {%p | now I—
My lord, I'refpe@ your "tears—but Imean not to check tkq@,;" tftam ﬂow,'
¢ prince ! they will weigh more with h%aven towards the welfare
je@s, than a marriage, which, fo‘und!:d on luft or pohcy :
fper. - The feeptre, which' paffed ftom the race of Al _

be prefetved by a {natch- Whléh the chui‘éim wflllri"' er'la’nq“w fir ', 5

of ‘the Moft ngﬁ ‘thag Manfred’s Hame mu&' ;l‘fﬁ "'f-&' ,’. | you felf, my lord,

my ‘lord, I like this fof‘mw-met 'gie‘i@fh to
of your crwel intentions ; nor did Ignean mog-c
with what gcnﬁe patxe’ﬁce, with | ‘what eﬁ'ort\s ’Ei e o)
chearing the extént of your guilt. ¥ know ihe;‘__" ng ‘ to fo}d you in hgta; '
and aﬂ'urc ayou gf her unalterable aﬂ'c&mn. Falher, faxd the pﬁpce,

‘ ¢ ﬁuﬁake

C <
€




’ admxm‘ﬁer coth

ny. compun I hpnour. olita’s mrtues A tth her a
@ Vﬁﬁw% hP Ml-g\pfbmftﬁﬁ thc“knot that ‘has

: —But alas | fatber, you know not the bittercft of my pangs! It is
n | %egah&x of our union: Happohta is
I&;q true,  Jiad a dxfpenfatzon but I
 al fo been ﬁcntra&ed to another.  This it is
he&rtg to thx's ftate of unlawful ‘wedlock I &mputc the
 that ha :fallcu.&z me. m t,l}e deatﬁ of Conrad'-—-{afc my qonfcogncc

8, ”',rdeq ,,diﬁ'o!Ve our. marmg;, and accomphfh thc worL»df godlmefs

whxch ybm: dmn cxhoftaqons ha\'c commcnced' in my foul.
e .

How cbtung was the :mgmfh wluch the goc?d man felt, e he percewcd
thxs 'turn in the wﬂy prmce ! He trembled for Hippolita, whofe ruin he faw ,*

wpsﬁatcrmmpd,, and he feared if Manfrcd had no hope of recoveriflg Ifa« .o

*‘T 0 o 41,

bglla, that hxs imxcnc;, for a fon would dmeﬂ: hik to fome other object,

' )'" nig;ht nog bc « th gtoof aga;nﬂ: the ten;ptauon pf Manfred’s rank. .
: b ’“’fome time . the ‘holy. ,man remained abforbed in thought. At length, con-

“&‘15 fome hope from delay, he thought the wifeft condu@ would be to
prcvcnt the prmcc from defpamng of recovering lfabella, Her the friar knew

he could dil:po{e, from her affecion to  Hippolita, and from the averfion fhe

oY

kad nxprgﬂ'éd"'t th'g fqr Manfred’s adétcﬁ'cs, to fecond his views, till the -

'h‘coqld 1)% ﬁ)lmmaxed againft a divorte. With this i in-

if f ‘ x!l* the,pnnces fcrugles, he at length faid, My lord,
een ¥ 'baeﬂng on what your hxghngfs has faid ; and if in truth it is
dehcacy of gonfctence tbtt is ‘the real motive of your repugnance o your

vxrtupusJaé'y far b it from the to endeavour to harden your heart! The.

chur(;h is an mdufgeut mothcr ; unfol® your griefs to her: fhe alone can
fort to your foul, either by fatisfying your confcience, or, up-
ation of your fcruples, by fetting you at libetty, and indulging you
in féhe'h | nicans of continuing your lincage. In the latter cafe, if the

ey

lla can be brought to confem---—- lanfred, who concluded Phat he
T .::werkgached the googl man, or tifat his firft,warmth had been but
 pai peiranqe, was overjoyed 'at this fudden turn, ang repeated
y ‘ cent pmmlfes, if he {hbu fuccced by the fridr’s mediatign. -

ws, xnaead of feqmdmg them. \ o

Von. b e S i il . Since,
“ - e 3 X ’ g X .
% . v

fuffered him to deceive hxmfclﬁ, ful]y determined to
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Smce we ndw underfi#nd one another,»refvmd the prihc% q expe& fa-
ther, thet you fatisfy me in one point. . Who is the youth that we found in
the vault ? He muft have been privy to {fabelle’s flight : tell e truly ; is he
her lover ? “or is he an aggnt for anothcr’a paffion ? T have often fufpected
Ifabella’s indifference tQ my fory: a thoufaq,d- cxrcumﬂancca ‘crowd’ aq my
mind that‘confirm that fufpicion. She herfelf was. ‘fa confcmus of it, thar,
while I' difcourfed her 4n the gallety, fhe outran my fufpictons, and endéa-
voured-to ‘juftify herfelf from coolnefs to Conrad.” The fyiar, who knew
“nothing of the youth but what he had Iérnt occafionally from theeprincefs,
ignorant what was become of hxm, ‘and nof fuﬂicleutly r¢fleting on she im-
petuoﬁty of Manfred’s temper, conceived_that it might not be amifs to fow
.the feeds of jealoufy in his mind : they maght be turned to fome ufe hereifter,

o either by prejudxcmg the prince againft Ifabella, if he perfiftedin that.ufion ;

or, by dwertmg his atfention to a wrong fccnt, and employing his thoughts
on a vifionhary intrigue, preyent his engaging in any hﬁhpurﬁnt th this
unhappy policy, he anfwered in a manner to confirm ,Manfred in the be-"
lief of fome connedion between Ifabella and the youth.  The prince, \yh'ofe
paflions wanted little fuel to throw them into a bfaw”e féh into a rage at the
idea ‘of ‘what the fiiar fuggeﬁcd, I will fathom to the bottom of this in=
trigue, cried he; and qmmng ]erﬁ)me abruptly, with a command to remain
there till his retufn, he haftened to the great' 'hall of the caﬁlc, and ordered
the peafant to be brought before him: \ |

HiA u,l) Q y
Thou hardcned young nnpoﬁor' faid the pnnce, as faon"u‘he faw the
youth ; what: becomes of thy boafted veracity now ? Tf was &ovxdencc, was
it, and the light of the moon, that difcovered the lock of the trap-door to
thee ? Tell me, audacmus boy, who thouv'ﬁt, and how loug (lmn ha& bccn

vered( and concludmg that. any% “fhould fay could |

Aervice or detriment to her, replied, o un.;né‘fﬁ_ poftor, my 1

Idefewcd opgrobrious language. * asi{wered to every g

put to me lalt night with the famé weracity that [ fha

wxll ,nnt Jbe &om fcar of your. mmﬁcs,vbut 'bgcﬂ\i‘& 'my M abbeiis &“ﬁlfebood
B ; P!eafe

(
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Plcgfc to tcpeat your queftions, my Jord ;. Iam ready ¢ give you &ll the fa-
tisfactic _\;n, my power,  You know my qupﬁ(ons. replied the pnce, and

‘gnly; want time to prepare an. ;vaﬁon Speak dire@ly 5 who art theu? and
~ how !Mhﬁﬁ thou been lmpvm & the princefs? I am a labourer at the
' nq;; vzu%ﬁld the peafgnt,, a\y name is Theodore, The prmccfs found
. th ?")l& laft night : hefore that hotr I never was in her prefence,—I
ma,y hph;;{e as much ofas,,lxtd% as [ pleafe of t this, faid Manfreds but I will
bear Wshy own fighy, hqme I examine into the truth,of it.  Tell me, jwhat

reafon, dzq the pnncefs give thee for making er efcape ? Thy hfcodepemﬁ on .

* thy anfwer, She told me, replie@ Theodore, that fhe was on the brink of

de,ﬂrugtmn and that, if fhe comd not efcape from the caftle, the was in dan-

ger in a’qu moments of bexng made miferable for ever.  And bn this flight
- ion, o a® ﬁlly gu'l 8 xggorf {aiel Manfred, thou didft ha%ard my dif- o

plea!"qﬁ? I fear no man's gxfpleaﬁm, fajd Theodore, when a womanein dif- .

trefs pms herfelf under my prote@tion.—During this efamination, Matilda
‘was going to the apartment . of }:Iggpohta. At the upper end of the hall,
¢ yhere Manfred fat, was a boarded 1gallm’y with' latticed” windows, through
which Matilda and Bianca were to pafs. Hearing her father’s voice, and
.fcemg ,the {ervants affembled round him, fhe &opped to leam the occalion.
Bhe pnfong:jopq drew her attention : the fteady and _copofed manner in
which he anfwered, and the gallan::ygf his latt rcply, which were the firlt
wards fhe .'gc‘%;}aggﬁm&ly, inteelled her in his favour,” HMis perfon was fio-
ble, handfome and commanding, even inthat fituation : _but his countenance
foon cngroﬁ'gd hcr whole care. Heavene! Bianca, {rid the prmcefs (oftly,

do I dream ? oris, net that y«mtlm the exa®® refemblance of Alfonfo’s picture -

y,he. ley 2 She eould fay. RO moTe,. for her father’s voice grew loud;r at
eveny worq.y ‘This, bxav;dg‘quﬂ he, praﬁs all thj former infolence, Thou
,ﬂ;gkg xperi "‘;;W;hp wrath mt%l;y;h tﬁoq dareﬁ Ao trifle. %ug him, con-~
‘ d Manfrec ax;d bxp.d h_;".] ‘ -the - ﬁ;& ncws the princefs hears of her
ﬂ; head for hcr ke . The infubice. of

pring ,“ml tb}' &yranuy, May ihc bc

me: : 1—This ggqilovcr i cxgcd qufr;d in a rage :

gﬁ«mh s not anispated by fuch fentiments! Tell i,
ut, or the rdck fhall force thy fecret fmn; thee.

ith deal h; ﬂMx, I”d ‘the 7outb, far the. truth'

2
e
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‘his duty, telling him he wonfd not
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I have toid thee: if that is all the encuurt,gcment I am to cxpc& for fincerity,

1 arh noftemped to indudge thy vain- curiofity, farther. . Then thou wilt not
fpeak} jgid Manfred. I will not, replied he. ‘Bear him away into the
coyrt-yard, faid Manfred ; I will fee his® hegd «this inflant fevered from his
body.—Matilda fainted at jlearmg thofe,words, Bianca thricked, and cried,
Help! help! the princefs is dead} Manfred ftarted: ﬂ«thls -ejaculation,  and
demandeddvhat was the matter." The youflg peafant; who heard it too, }was

. ftruck With horror, andeafked eagetly the fame queffign ; bthaan prdepe

ed Blim to Me hurried into the coua't, and kept there for ‘execytion,- till he had
informed himfelf of the caufe of Bianca® fhrieks. = When ‘he learned thg
meaning, he treated it as a2 womanifh panicand ordering Matilda to be car-
ried to her apartrent, he rufifd into the court, and, ealhngxfar one of his
guards, bade Theodore kneel down: u&d prepaw to mwmf&wfanl: blmn.

. FES) “ W TN R

The undannted youth recelved the btttcr fentence with a rcﬁgn

touched evlry heart but Manfred’s. - He wifhed earneftly to klww*zhcm:%

¢

ing of the words he had heard relating to the princefs ; but,
perate the tyrant more againft her; he-defifted. The only boop‘
afk was, that he might be permitted to have a confeflor, and m
with heaven. Maafred, who hoped by the confeflor’s means &
youth s hiftory, readily granted his requeft : and being convine

‘ «fathcr‘,
Jerome was now 1in his intereft, he ordered Hm to be-called and fhrieve the

pnibner. The' holy mm, whokad« htﬂc iarefeen the. wmﬁmh&éhgt hu

the moft folemn manner not to fhed mnocent'ﬁoad. :
to di

and left no mgthod untried to foften,

cenfed than appeafed by Jeromg’
him ﬁifgﬁ&*h@ ‘had been impofed

.« Nor doI
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.theelw-vl forgive thee from ‘my foyl, faid the youth, qs 5 i hope heaven will
wdon me. - Hear my confefion, father; and gite me thy Slefify. fow
«can I prepare thee for thy paflage, as I ought? faid Jerome. Thou canft

not be favegewithout pardoning tH foes—and canft thou forgnfe that .im-
pious man there ? T can, faid §Theodore ; 1 do.-g-And does not this touch
thee, cruel prince ? fd thedijar. 1 fent Yor thee to confefs him, faid Man-

fred fernly; not to plead for him. Thoy didft firft incenfe me agtinft hxm——

tis blood be uffon thy®head !—It will ! it will ! fad the good mfn éy a
‘agony. of forrow, = Thou and I muft: never- hope to go where® this bleﬂ'ed

 youth is going.~ Difpatch ! faid Manfred : ‘1 am no more to be moved by
“the ‘W.bmmg of griefts, than Wy the fhricks of women. What! faid the

youth, 1s it poffible that my fate could’ have ofcafioned what 1 heard ? Is the
princefs then agath in thy power ?——Thbu doft but remember me of my wrath,®

{ai® Manfred 5 prepare theg, for tifis mement is thy lak. The youth, who »

felt his. mdignatgpn rife, and who was touched with the forrow which he faw
ﬁw fpecators, as well as,into the,friar, fubpreffed his
tmoxwm, and, puumgaoﬁ' his doublet and unbuttonmg his collar, knelt
down to his prayem:“ As he ftooped, his {hirt flipped down below his fhoul-

efi ‘and difcovered the mark of a bloody arrow. ' Gracious heaven,! cried the
ho!y man &artmg. whal” do I fee ? It is my child ! my Tbeodorc' ;

e'I'hcamﬁons that enfued mﬁ& bc concexved they cannbt be painted. The

tcars of tﬁk“iﬂiﬁaﬂt& were fufpended by wondcr rather than ftopped by joy.
They feemed to enquire in the eyes of their lord what they -ought o feel,
Surpnfe, doubt, tcndemefs, refpedt, fucceeded each. other in the Counte-

~ nance of tlte youth. * He received with modeft fubmiflion the effufion of the »

old man’s tears and embraces : yet afrsig of giving a loofe to hope, and fuf-
pecing from "what had paﬂ'edW%ﬂembxhty of Manfred's temper, he caft:a
g]ancé mwaﬂh the prmcc, ‘as 1f to. fay, Canﬁ thou be unmmzed at fuch a

Manfred’ hcm vap @ahln of w&hg tmﬂ:hcd. He forgot }ua anges in hls

onifamgnt ; yet s pride forbad his oWning, himfelf affected. , He even

ubted whether thudlfcovery was no® Acontrivance of the fiiar to fave the
youths Whatmy thi§ mean ? faid he.” How can he be-thy fon ? Is it i

conﬁﬁen‘uw thypmfeﬂion or.reputed f:'m&xty to avow y pcafant 5, oﬁ‘spnfng 4

. or

ke ;
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for the f 'of thy 1mgular amours +—GQh God! faid the holy man, doft thou,
queltion his b¥ing mine ? *Could I feel the angnifh Ido, if T were not his fi-
ther? Spare him ! good prince, fpare him ! and revile me as thow pleafe&a-——-
‘Spare him ! dpare him ! cried the azte&daqts, for this good man’s fake 1=
Peace ! faid Manfred fernjy: 1 mu[’c kaow.more, ere I am difpofed to par-
don. A faint’s baftard may be nolfaint hlmfek{n—-lnyynous lord! faid Theo-
dore: addehot infult to cruelty, If I am ‘this venerabke man’s fon, though
€ no pmn«?a-as thou art, know, the blood that flows in xz;uy veu'?s-——Yes faid the
friar, interrlipting him, his blood is' noble : nor is he that abje@ 'thing; my
lord, you fpeak him. He #s my lawful Yon; and Sicily can boaft*of few
houfes more ancient than that of Falconar’a—-—But alas 1o my lord, whas is,
blood ? what is nobility ? We' are all reptiles, miferable finful creatures.” It
‘s plety alone that can diftinguifh us from the duft whence we - fprqu, ‘and
« whithér we muft return.—Truce 't6 your fermon, faid Manfred ; you forget
¢  you are no longer friar' Jerome, but the count of Falconara. Lct me know
your hxﬁory ; youwill have time to moralize hcreaftcr, xf yon ihopld qq:'
‘ happen to obtain the grace of that fturdy criminal there. Mother of God
<=«  faid the friar, is it poffible my lord can refufe a fatber the life of his ogly,
his long left chﬁd ! Trample me, my lord, {corn, aﬂh& ‘me, accept my hfe
for his, but fpare iy fon !~~Thou canft feel then, faid Manfred, what it is fo
e Jdofe an only fon? A ligtle hour ago thou didt preach up reﬁgnauon to me:.
my houfe, if fate fo pleafed, muft pen[h ut the count of Falconara—
Alas.! my lord faid Jetome, I co fels 1 have oﬂ'ende,d but aggravate fiot an
old man’s fuﬂ'crmgg . boafhnot of my fam ""xly, nor think of {ud’x vanities—
it is nature that pleads for this boy ; it is the memory, of the dear worman
¢ that bore him—Is fhe, Iizeodore, is the dead ?—Her ﬁmi%as long been
with the bleffed, faid T, nﬂm @1( ow ? cried, Jerome, tell me—No—
fhe i is h@pjd Ihou gu't,aﬂ my ea ﬁa v 1 Moft dm{f dtd' ,ﬂ{ﬂ youﬁ--mll

you grant me my poor boy’s life ? R thy copgeng, (wered

_condué the princefs hither ; ~obey m‘;n awhage}&_ 10u kno

mife tliee the life of thy fon.r—--Oh ! my lord, faid J
; price & muft pay for 1 Mt , }iﬂx,ﬁ%
me dxc a ahuufand dégth,p, ser than ftain th

,wer’ Prote& hcr,"., :
e, Jerome en&ea-
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.m tramplmg of horfes was heard, ‘and a brazen trumptt, whxch hung with
~out the gate of the caftle, was fuddenly founded.® At the fafne fiftant the
fable plumes on the enchanted helmet, which fiill remained at the sther end
of the court, avere tempeftuoully ag!tated and nodded thnce, as if bowed. by

fome invifible wearer, e. 4 i .
Mo (i i el o g et o e
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ANFRED’s heart nufgave him .whcn he beheld the plumage on the ,

"'e muiraculous calque fhaken in goncert with ‘the founding of the .brazen
trumpet.  Father ! faid he%o Jerome, whom he now,ceaded to treat as count
of Falconara, what mean thefe portents ? If I have oﬂ'cnded——-[ﬁhc plumes
~ were {oaken with greater violence than before] *Unhappy prince that [ am !
cried Manfred—Holy fither! will you not affift me with your prayers? -My
lord, replied Jerome, heaven is no doubt difpleafed with youwr mockery of
its fervants.  Submit yourfelf to the church ; and ceafe to {:erfecutt? her mini-
fters. ' Difmifs thi innocent youth ; and Icarn to refpe the holy charaller I
_wear : heaven will not be trifleg with : you fee—[the trlimpet founded againd
I acknowiedge I have been too hafty, faid Manfred. Father, do you go to the
wicket, and_demand who is at the gate. Bo you grantomc the life of Theo-
dore ? replxed the friar. T do, faid Manfred “but enquire who is thhout. :

© Jerome, falling on thc neck of. his fon, d:fcharged a flood of ‘tears; tbat :

fpoke the fulnels of his foul.  You pronftifedto go to the gate,%aid Manfred.
1 thought “replied the friar, your highnefs %ould excufe my thanking you

firfk ig this tribute of my heart. Go, deareft fir, faid Theodore, ebey the

'p‘rmce ; I do not deferve $hat you (hou!ﬂ dglay his fansfa&xon for mey

Jcrome, enq1urmg. who was th?mut, vas anfweﬁd A herald, *From

whom ?: id he. From the knight o&* gigantxc fabre, faid tite hetald :
and I mu«ﬁ {peak with the ufurper o nto. Ier&nc returned the

prince, and did not fail to repeat the meflage in the very words it B4dl been
uttered, 'The firt founds firusk Manfred with terror; hut, when he heard .

2 > hlmﬁ:lf’
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bimfelf ft .led ufurpcr,.ht&ragg rekindled, gnd all his courage zevwed. Ufﬁrfmr 5
--ld.foleri villyin ! cried lve, who dares t6 quc&mn my title? Retire, father;
this.is nogbufinefs for monks: I will meet this prefumptuous man_ ‘myfelf. .
 Go to your convent, and prépate the. pru&efs s return : . your fqn ﬁmki sblia.
/ hof’tabe for $our fidelity: hjs life dependgon yeur abedxence.*(}oad heavea’ ‘
my lord, cried Jerome, your-hightefs did but this m?m: freely pardon. my
R child —have you fo foon forgot the interpofftion of Liefvgn ?—Teaven, repliec
« Manfedy does not fend heralds t6 queftion the titf of a hawful pringe—
' doubt whetker it even notifies its will through friars— but that is your, affair,
not mine. - ‘At prefent you know my pleafhre ; and it is not a faucy herald
that {hall fave your fon, if you do net retura wuh the pﬂ@ccf& g |
Tt was in ‘vain for the holy man to ieply Manfred commmded hun m be
condu&ed to the poftern-gate, and fhut éut from, the caftle: and he ordred
* foie of his attendahits to carry Theodore to the top of the. black tower, and .
guard him ‘Rn&ly ; fcarce permitting the father and fon to exchange a haﬂy
embrace at parting. He then withdrew to the hall, and, feating hnnfclf h &
prmcely ﬁate, ordcrcd thc hcrald to be admxtted to his prefcncc. '

Well, thou infolent ! faid the Prmce, ‘what would& thou with me? I come,
& rephed e, to thee, Manﬁved afurper of the prmcxpahty of Otranto, frem the
Tenowned and mrcxble kmght, the knight of%the gigantic fabre : in the name -
of his lTord, Frederic marquis of V’xccnza, he demands the lady Jﬁbella,
dau Bt;r of that prince, whom thou haft bafely and traltorouﬂy sot into thy
power, by bribing her falfe guardians during his abfenc;.:’: and he requires
« thee to refign the principality of Otranto, which thou haft ufuurped from the
faid lord Frederic, the neareft of biged to'the laft rightful ord Alfonfo the
Good. If thou doft not inftantly comply 'm;h thefe Ju& dﬁmﬁ@% he defies
thee to ﬁngle combat to the laﬁ extrcmtty. And {o ﬁy’i %icrala ca& :
down his warder.” ¥ ‘ ‘ :

¢ > ""v ; i:‘..‘:' b §
S 5. : 5 h __‘v“”>’rrf$r‘rv,t (..; j
: And whcre is this braggan,\@o fgndo thec?» <At the dif=
tance of a league, faid ‘the herald® he ~comies to’ e

e hs lqrd’s claim -
%ﬁnd:amﬂxcr. 5

5 "ﬁ,' »H‘_"_, s

g, e . e oighand thov an

!njuhous as thxs challenge was, Manfrc& g: e&ea» ﬂtat"*t‘m not hls e
S terei’c to provoke the marquis. He knew how well-founded the claim of
( ‘ : Frederic

'r
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@denc was; Dor was o e’ it tige he B eand of it. Frederic's an-
* ceftors had affumed the ftyle of princes of Otranto, frem the deattr of Mfonft
the Good without iffue : - but Manfred, his father, and grandfather, hag been
too powerful for the houfe of V';ccnza'to difpoflefs them. Frederic, a martial
and amerous young prince, had m@rned a beautiful young lady, of whom ke
was enamoured and who had ;hed in chlldbed of Yabella, ~ Her death af-
feQled him fo much, thag had faken the crdfs and gdne to the Holy Land,
where he was woustded in n engagement aguinft the infidels, made prjfongr,
* and reported to be dead. “When the news reaclftd Manfred’s ears, ke bribell
* the guardians of the lady Ifabella’ to@eliver her up, to him as a bride for his
fon Congad ; by which alliance hehad purpofed to unite the claims of the
" two houfed.  This motive, on Conrad’s death, Imd co-operated to make him
{o fuddenl‘y refolve 8n efpoufing ‘herhinWelf; and the fame refle@ivn deter~ o
mined®him now to endeavour at obtsining the confent of Frederic to 4his
marriage. A like policy infpited him with the thought of iaviting Frederic’s
champion into his caitle, left he fhould be informed of Ifabella’e flight,
Which he 'R:u&ly enjomed his domcihcs not to dxfclofc to any of the kniglit’s
retmue.

‘Herald, fid Manfr;d, as foon as he had dxgeﬁcd thefe r¢fle@ions, return
to thy mafter, and tell him, ere we liquidate ouf differences by the fword,
Manfted would hold fome conver® with him. Bid him weleome to my caf-==

Ve where; by my faith, as I am a true knight, he fhall have courteous re-
ception, and full fccxmry for hunfelf and followers. If we cannot ad _)llft our*
quarrel by amicable means, I fwear he fhall flepart in fafety, and thall fve
full fatisfadtion g,ccordmg to. the Iaw of arms : fo help me God and his holy
Tnmty '--The herald made th“rec obexfances, and retired,

Dun‘ﬁg tb,f}-’}f tcrview Jerome s mmd was agltated by a thoufann contrary
.paﬁfem."‘m‘mdﬁeﬁ for ‘the Tife ‘of his fon, and his firft idea was to
bdla to rcturn to the caflle.  Yet Jhe was feavce lefs alarmgd at

e union wit fManfmd He dreaded Hippolita’s unbounded

of h rlord* and t.hough hc did not doubt but® he
&’Ql.confuat to 3 &vorce, if he could get afeels to

: lanfred difcover that theVobfiru@ion came from him, it
~ might be e Afataiy aThcadofe. Hedwas knpauent to. Lnow whence  *
‘ ) ‘ Vo > Y St T G N A came- o

”
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thc herald, avho thh fa‘httlc mamgement ha& quef’uoned tﬁe titlecuf
,;Manf}ed ‘yet he did fot dare abfent himfelitrom the convent, left Ifabella
fhould leave it, and her flight be imputed to hin. “He returned difeonfolate-
Iy to the monaﬁcry, uncertain’ on wht eomdud to refolve, o A monk, who
met him in the porch #1d obferved his melancholy air, faid, Alas! brother,
is it then true that wg have lqﬁ cur excelleﬂt pnn{ef hippaﬁta 4 T‘hc holy
man fifited, and cried, What meaneft thou, bmt er? 1 come this inftant
from“¢he caftle, and lett h;r ifs perfedt health, Martelh replied the other
friar, pffled by the convent but a quarter of an hour agq on his way from
- .the caftle, and reported that her highnefs was dead.  -All our brethren are '
gone to the chapel to pray for her happ$ tranfit to a Retter life, hnd willed
me to wait thy arrival. - They know thy holy attachment to that goad lady,
and are anxious for the affli@ion‘it will caufe in thee*- Indeed we have all
reafon to weep ; i fhe was a mother 6 our hqufe--But this life is but a.pil-
_grimage ; we muft ‘not’ murmur——we fhall all follow her; may. our end be
like ber§ !—Goqd . brother, thou dreameft, faid ]erome I tell t‘lg,ce I come
from the caftle, and left the princefs well-——Where is the Jady Habelia®—
Poor gentlewoman ! replied the friar; I told her the I@d news, and offered
her fpirjtual comfort ; I reminded her of the tranfitery condition of mortality,
and advifed her*to takc the veil: I quoted the example-of the hp!y pmiccp{s
‘Sanchia of Arragon. -—-Thy zeal was laudable, faid Jerome impancnﬂﬂm P§

“at prefcnt it was unneceffary : Hippolita is “well—at leaft 1 truft in the I

Jhe is; I heard nothing to the contrary—Yet methinks, the. pringe’s carm;ﬁ:-
ncfs——-Well brother, but whez"\c is the lady Ifabella ?—I kno* not, faid the
friar : fhe wept much, and faid fhe would retire to her chamber. = Jerome
left his comrade abruptly, and haited to the pnncds, b ‘,;‘th ‘Was not in hgr
chamber, He enquired of the dgfaeflics of the convent, but could learn no
‘news of her. He fearched ip vain thmughgut the monal gx,and théﬁhmch
-and difpatched meflengers. round the. q;;ghbow" ood, t gérmielﬁgeu
fhe had been {émd but to no purpofe. Nothing could equal the good man’s-
perflexity. He judged that ifabclla,‘ fufpe@ing Manfred f&y& ving precipi

tated his wife's deagh, had taken thg alarm, and wit! : *

- more feret place of concealménty This new flight wo A

prince’s fury to the height. /frlre report of Hippolita's death, thou
feemed dm&;nqrcdnbl:, increafed his conftern tlon and thougly
.c«fcape bcfp_oke hcr averﬁon of I\’Ianfred fq a hu{harrd, ]'crome cé‘fi ‘
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3 f;sqm xt.mh;l; n\ cd the llfe of his fon e He detormmcd to
@%ﬂm} caltle, an made fe vveral & his brethren accampany himgto at-
‘teft lg'mgbc'edéc,t‘p Mgm aﬁﬁ} "if ncd'eﬂ'ary, jom thew mterccﬂion thh
'hxs sir' 'f’heodore. et : ’ - o
" AR Dyedeh R R
,’ ‘c;‘f : 'nu:, in thc mean tiﬁfe “had ’paﬁ'edmto tiee court, and ordered the
g of the caftle’to: belung Dpen.for the reception of the firanger knight
and gy ;ragn Ig a fews thinutes the cavalcade arrived. Firft Ame twa
harbmg!:rs with wands, e Next a herald, folloged by two pages afd @yo
trumpets Then‘an hundred foot-gyards 'Thefe were attended by as many
, ‘ﬁe‘r them fifty footmen‘ ‘clothed in featlet and black, the colours
of th(: k‘ﬁg‘m Then a led hoffe. _T'wo heralds on each fide of a gentleman
on ﬁ&'f&a& Bcan a banny wzth she arms of Vicenza and Otrapto quar-
terly-.-a cxfkﬁ}mﬂ&nce ﬂzat aﬁ'énded Manfréd—but he ftifled his re-
fem;mené. Twi; moré pﬁges. «The kmgbt’s confeflor telhng his beads. Fifty
aégé tmen, clad as before. Two knights habited "in ‘complete armour,
i&‘rﬁ &Wn, ‘comiades to the principal knight.  The 'fqmres of the
two ,kmghts,“’dm‘ymg their fhields and devices. The knight's own 'fquire.
Au’jﬁﬁndred gentlemen betﬁng*an enormous fword, and feeming to faint un-
der, the v@aght of it. The knight himfelf on a chefnut fteed, in complete
armour, his lance in' the reft, his face entirely concealed by his vizor, which
was. furmounted by a large pluing of fearlet and black feathers. Fifty foot~_
‘euards with "ﬂ\‘n\m and trumpets clofed the proceffion, which' whecled oﬂ' o
the ng‘ﬁ‘t am! jeft‘to makc‘romn fm- the pmu::pal kmght. e g ol
As faﬁn as he appMCdﬁé gate; hc f’topped* and the heraid advancn ng,
read again the ‘words of the eh’alfeﬁgt. ‘Manifred’s eyes were fixed on the
gxganuc fv'w%fd ,and he fearce feemed to'attend to the cartel : but his atten-
txon w""“ fo&ﬁ)ﬂh&t@d by a tempelt of wind thas rofe behind him, He turn-
d, ) ”,ldt&le plumcs*of'whbte& helmet agitated in the fame ex-
Jinary m efore. It reg ‘_\_',*_‘*fimrepmvy hkeManfmd 8 not to
¢ inces th 3t feemed to announce his®fate.
: to befray the courage he had always

. cx thoo art, 1 bid thee wel-"

vapur meet its eq“ltandxf
o ergp! ‘,_v,ﬁmery to c:m-y thy pcmt.
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Be thefe 8mens from heaven or hell, Manfred trufts to the righteoufnefs gf
hts cat¥e antl to the aideof faint Nicholas, who has ever protected his houfe.
Alightg fir knight, and repofe thyfelf. “To-morrow thou fhalt ha\rc afau'
field; and heaven befriend the Juﬂer fidet o D 5
The knight made no reply, tut, dlfmountmg, s conduted by Manfred
“to the gevat hall of the caftle. As they thaverfed t( court, the kmght flop-
pcd tw, gaze at the miraculous €afque ; -and, Lne?l}ng dotvn, feemed to pray
inwardlysfor fome minutes. ’hﬁng, he made a fign to the prince to, léad on.

Q

As foon as they entered the hall, Manfr¥d propofed to the ftranger¢o difarm; °

but the knight thook his head in token of tefufal.  Sir kpight, faid Manfted,
this is not courteous ; but b§ my géod faith T will not crofs thee { nor fhalt
thou have caufe to complain of the* prmce of Qranto. ‘No trcachery is de-
figned on my part: I hope nonesis infended op thine. Here take my “gage :

[giving him his ring] your friends and you fhall enjoy the laws of hofpitality.

Reft her€ until refrehmengs are brought: I will but give orders for the ac-;_f
commodation of your train, and return to you. The three kmghts bowed,

as accepting his courtefy. Manfred dire@ted the ftranger’s retinue to be con-
ducted tp an adjacent hofpital, founded by the princefs ﬂxpyoﬁta for the re-
ception of pilgritns. As they made the circuit of the coutt to return towirda
the gate, the gigantic *fword burft from the fupporters, and, falhng 10 thg
ground oppofite to the helmet, remamecf’ umnov%
hardened to preterpatural appearances, furmounted the fhock of this new
progxgy ; and returning to the hall, where by this time the feift was ready,

Manfrcd, almo& |

he inyited his filent guefts to take their places. apfrqd, however ill his .

heart was at cafe, endeavoured to mfpue the company with miith. He put
feveral queflions to them, but wes an cred . only by ﬁgpa. They ‘raifed
their vizors but fuiﬁoiently to feed themﬁvee, and thp,t fpar,mgl Sirs, faid
_the pringe, ye are the firft guells I ever treated within thd]
fcorned to hold any, intercourfe with me : ,nar has it 6ft been cuﬁgmn_yy, I
weernl, for princes to haqrd their ﬂ,lte d dign eI &
~ mutes. You fay you com }n e,m}f : "
‘heard thathewasagallmta
to fay, think it beneath him t cial converfe with
his equal, and not unknown b,y.dqug in_arms. till ye are filenf—\
be i it a8 it may--(by the lawg of hofpitalityand chivalry ye are mzﬁ* un

, »‘.-..-.lwoukiﬁq. tgun bgld
‘converfe with a prince that

( i
( =8

walls, who -
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tbh roof ye fhall do your pl@furei‘—but come, give the a gobkt®of wine ;
-,ye will not refufe to pledgg me to the healths of your " fair miftre@®s.  The
principal knight fighed and croffed himfelf, and was rifing from the board—
Sir knight, fid Manfred, what I {#id was but in fport : I {hall conftrain you
in nothing : “ufe your good hkmg Smcc mirth is not your moad, let us be
fad. - Bufinefs may hit your, fancxes better: let %15 withdraw ; and hear if
what I have to unfold‘may Be belter relfilied than the vain effgrts I have

. made for your paf’tlme- . . s ., .

Man&cd then, condu&mg the’three kmghts into an inner chamber, fhut
the door, and, mvmng them to be feated, bega.n thus, addrefling himfelf to
the chxef perfonage v : - B

Yeou‘come, - ﬁr kmght, as I unckrﬂaqd in the name of the marquis oi’
Vicenza, to re-demand th& lady Ifabella his daughter, ewho has been con-

_traded in the face of holy church to my fon, by the confent of her legal ¢
7guard1ms; and to require me to refign my d®minions®to your lord, who
gives himfelf for the neareft of blood to prince Alfonfo, whofe foul God reft !

T fhall fpeak to the latter article of your demands firf. You muft know, ==
your lord knows, that 1 enjoy the principality of Otrax}to from my father
Don Manuel, as he reccived it from his father Don Ricardo.  Alfonfo, their

* predeceflor, dying childlefs immthe Holy Land, bequeathed his eftates to vy~

grandfather Don Ricardo, in confideration of ‘his faithful fcrvchs—[The

* ftranger thapk his head]—Sir ]:mght, faid Manfred warmly, Ricardo was a

valiant and upright man ; he was a pious ®an ; witnefs his munificent Bund-

ation of the adjoining chumh and two convents. He was peculiarly patron-
ized by faint Nicholas—My randfagher was incapable—I fay, fir, Don -

Ricardo was mcapablc-—lExc ife' me, ydur interruption hae difordered me—

I véntrate the memory of my grandfnthcr——'Well firs ! he held this eftate ;

_ - hie hekd’it by his good fword, afd by the favour of faint Nicholas—fodid my - *
- father ; and fo, firs, willd, come what' dome will.—Bat Fredcrxcl yoyr lord, o

38 neariﬁ in blgod—I have confented to putgmy tit'e to the iffue of the fword
-—doel.tht imply a gitious title? I ‘mighs have afked, - where is Fredcnc,
your lord? Report fgeah him dead ‘m%i’nty You fay, yqur #tions fay, =~ -
~he livq—:l queftion it not—I might, ik, I mxgbt-—%ut I.donot. Other
prigces wouM hd* Fx‘eﬂcnp take hm mhédeance by force, if he can: they °
REW TS el T
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would not dtake thccr dignity on 2 fingle combat : they. would. not fubmn xf
to the dcmﬁqn of umcnown mutes ! Patdon me, gentlemen, 1 am too warm:
but fuppefe yourfelves i in my fituation : as y¢ are fout knights, would it not
move ybur choler to have your own angl thc honour of your anceftors called
in*queftion (—But to the pomt Ye require me to deliver up thie lady Ifabella
— Sirs, 1 muft afk if ye“are aughorized to reccwe her? {The nght 90(1—
ded] Regeive her—continued Manfrel ¢ Well ! )(.:u are authorized 1o re-
ceive her-—But, gentle knight, may I afk if you have full powers"’ [The
Lnrshr nodded.] "Tis well, iald Manfred ; then hear What I have to oﬂ'ér-—-Yc
fcc, gentlemen, before you the moft unhappy of men ! [he ngan to weep] af- -
ford me your compaﬂion 1 am entitled to it ; indeed I am, Know, I have
loft my only hope, my Jjoy, the fupport of -my houfe—Conrad dwd yeﬁer-
morning. | dhe kmghts difcovered figns of furprife.] Yes, fiss, fate has difpofed

< of my fon. Ifabella is at liberty. —Dq you then reftore her, cried the(:hlcf
knight, breaking {lenge. ~Afford me your pafience, faid Magfred I re-
joice to figd, by this teflimony of your good-wxll that th:s matter may be
adjufted without btood. Tteis no.intereft of mine du‘.’tates what llt;h 1 have ~
farther to fay.  Ye bebold in me-a man dx(guﬁed with the world the lofa of
my fon has weaned me from carthly cares. Power p.nd tgreatm:fn ham np
longer any charms in my eyes. I withed to tranfmxt the fceptre 1had xe-
ceived from my anceﬁors with hqnour to my {fon— but that ;p over ! Llfﬁa.i

<itfelf is fo indiffergnt to me, that T accepted Four defiance with j joy: a good-‘
nght cannot go to the grave with more fatisfation than when f'a,«llmg in his
vecation. Whateves is the will of heaven, 1 fubmit ; for, alas ',ﬁpa, I am a
man &f many forrows. Manfredei8 no objec of cnvy-bug no. doubt you are
acquamted with my ﬂory [Thehngh' madg figns of ;gnxﬁncc,.and feemed
curious to have Manfred proceed.] Is it poffible, firs, continued the prince,
that my flory thould be a fecret to you ? Have you-lmard n@tﬁing relating to
me and the princels Hippolita P IThpy ﬂ;oo"k their heads]—No { Thus thcn,
fﬁrs, it is.  You think me ambmom. amb;don,, alas, 0f
,ruggcd matesials, I 1 were amgltigus, L ﬂmuld gt fo f’
Vbccn«a prey to the hell of confcigntious | it Iw we
L will be brief. Know then, that [ have long been t t
with thc yrlncrfs Hippolita.-~Oh ! m i,f ye v
'ccﬂmt woman' Lif ye knew that I#adore her a

c 884 fnend--B'ut man was not born ﬁor perfqﬁ
bt ¢ Ed * 5 -
P ¢
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fcr.u les, and with her con&ﬁfé T-Txavnoﬁraught thxs matte; before fhe church,
for we are related within ‘the forbidden degrees. B ‘expect evéty Hour the
definitive fentence that muft feparate us forever. T am fure you feel fgr me—
I fce you do—Pardon thefe tears [ The knights gazed on each other, wonder~
ing where ‘this would end‘] Maﬁfred continued : The death of my fon be-
tiding while r my | foul wag undax this }nxrety’ I thought of nothing but re-
figning. my donixmolis, nd. rétmng, forever from the'fight of mankind, My
anly difficulty was to ﬁ:?]fm a fucceffor, who would be tender of mwpegplc,
and to difpofe of the lady Tfabella, who is defr to me as my own blood.® I
'was wxllmg to reftore the line of Aﬂ'éhfo, ‘even in his moft diftant kindred :
and though, pard(m me, I am fatisfied it was his will that Ricardo’s lineage
fhould t£e place of his own relations ;° yet, where was I to fearch for thofe
relatlong? 1 knew®of none but Fredericy your lord: he was a caftive to the
infid®ls, or dead; and weré he liding, and at home, would he quit the
flourifhing ftate of Vicenza }or the inconfiderable pmincipality of Otranto?
If he would not, could I bear the thought of feeing a hard unfeclimg viceroy
fet” ovcr my poor faithful people 2—for, firs, 1 "love my people, and thank
heaven am beloved by them.—But ye will afk, Whither tends this Iong dif-
courfe Bneﬁy then, thus, firs.  Heaven in your arrival feems to point out
aTcmedy for thefe Blﬂiculties and my misfortunes. Thg lady Ifabella is at
liberty : I fhall foon be fo. ' I would fubmit to any thing for the good of my
pcopie—-—Were it not the beﬂ ®e only way to extinguifh the fouds between
our famﬂ?\é‘é if T were to “take the lady Ifabella to wife >—You ftart—But
though prpolita s virtues will ever be defr to me, a prince muft not confider
himfelf'; he is born for his’ people.—-A ferYant at that inftant enterin® the
chamber, apprized M'anfred that jeroxpe and 1everaI of his brethren demand-
ed 1mmedmte accéfs to him. .,” . f “

The p prmce, provoked ﬁ l’hls iﬁ#ei‘ruption, !md feanng that the friar would
difcov®r to the ftrangers that mﬁeﬂa had taken fan&uary, was going to
forbid Jeromé’s entrance ' But reco eQing that he wa$ certainly arrjved to
notify the princefss return, Manfred began &o e:;cufe, himfelf to the knights
faffegﬂn ﬂ“&'ﬂ f'ﬁ‘ 2 féw moment&,”ﬁj w% prevented by the arrival of the

fars, “angrily ‘hdp for their intrufiop, ahd would
é‘fp the cbllnber gb but Jerome was oo much agi-

oy é deéﬁl'jd aloud the i ght of Ifabella, with proteft-
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ations of hit own m&ocencc Manfred,. dx[’tna&ed at. the news, and not lc{'s
at its cotingho the knowledge of the ﬁrangcrs, .uttered no;bmg but ;ncqbg&
rent fcn‘tences, now upbraiding’ the friar, now apologxzmg to the knig"mp,,\
carneft to know what was become of Kabellq, yet equally afraid of thd:xr“,
kngwing, 4mpatient to purfue her, yct drea;hng to have them join in the
purfuit. He offered to difpatch tﬁeﬂ'engers in-gueft of her:—but the cilupf
knight, ne-longer keepidg filence, rcproachcd‘Manfr&l in bitter terms for; his
dark and ambiguous dealing, and demanded the chufe of Ifabella’s firlt abe.
fenfe from.the caftle. Manfrdd, cafting a ftern look at Jerome, unplymg a
command of filence, pretended that on Cnrad’s death he had placed her i in '
{fanftuary until he could determine how tee difpofe of her. Jerpme, who a
trembled for his fon’s life, didnot dare contradl& this falfehood but one of
«_his brethren, not under the fame anxiety, declared frankly that ﬂle had fled
.. "to their church in the preceding night. ©The prince in vain endeavowr&’d to
ftop this difcovery, ‘which overwhelmed him with fhame and confufion. The .
principal ffranger, amazed at the contradx&mps he heard, and more than. half
perfuaded that Manfred hacf fecreted the pr;nccfs, noththﬁandmg ﬂlc com-
cern_he exprefled at her ﬂxg,ht, rufhmg to the doar, fald Thou trmtot- 4
‘prince ! [fabella fhall be found. Maufrcd deavoured o]d iiim,; but thg
other knights aflifting their comrade, he br e from the pi nﬁe,,ﬁ‘na’ha&e ed
into the court, demanding his attcndants Manfred ﬁndmg it in vam to dﬂ&
"t hxm from the pur{'uxt, oﬁ'ened to accomﬁhny hxm and ﬁxm oning hls

The compm had qo "fﬂdl‘iﬂt gu tted the “dﬁ(ﬂe @mn
herfelf deeply interefted for the young peaﬁnt, ﬁn;é fhe d fee
demned to death*in’ ’the hall, -and whofe ’“tﬁq:g’hti ’l@{ heen

¢ concerting mea.fnres ‘to_fave him, was informed by y
tendapts that Manfr had dafpafcheﬂ ﬂl his"%énﬁ"“ , ]
Habella, Hehad in fis Hhurry ghven th is order in ger
ing to. extend jt to the gm:d"ﬁc g upo

p:rmn" y

'I‘he éomeﬁws,. officious to obey f t X
‘ own qgmoﬁty and Iovc of novdty : jom ﬁ"vf precipitate
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u!auleﬁ thﬁ caﬁle. M»auﬁa dx[éngag’ed herfelf from her wome;:, fole yp
to ’tiac‘ blac“k tower, m ?"unboﬁmg the door, prefente(f herfelf" to the aftonifh-
_ ed Theodore. Young man, faid (he, though filial duty and woman®% mo-

’deﬁy condemn’ fhe%:p T am taRiits, yet holy chanty, furmounting ,all othet
ties, juflifies this > adk, Fly, the,::doors'of thy prifom are open: my father

and his dome{hcs are abfc‘t bhe they may foon retusn : begone in fafety ;

and may the angels of heavgn direc thy courfe —Thou art furely one of thofe
angels 1+ faid the enraptured Theodore : none but a blefled faint LOllld 1pel,
could adt; could look like thee I—May I not know the name of my divine
prote&ref" W Mefﬁ0ught thou nan}edﬁ thy fathert is it poflible ? can Man-
fred’s blood feel holy pity i—Lovely lady, thou anfwereft not-=But how art
thou here thyfelf? Why doft thou encplect thy own fafety, and wafte a
thouglyt on a wretch like Theodore? Let us fly together : the life thou be-
frowelt fhall be dedicated to ¢hy defence. * Alas! thoy miftakeft, faid Ma-
tilda ﬁghmg ‘I am Manfred’s daughter, but no dangers await me.  Amaze-
anens! faid Theodore : but laft niglit I bleffed myfelf for yvielding thee the
ferv;ce thy grgcaous compafﬁbn fo charitably returns me now. Still thou art
in an error, faid the prmcefs ; but this is no time for explanation. = FKly, vir=
tuoys youth, while it is in my power to fave thee: fhould my father return,
thou and I both fhould indeed have caufe to tremble. Hbow? faid Theo-

dore: thinkeft t‘hou? charmmg ‘mgid, that T will accept of life at the hazard -

of aught calamuous to thee ? Better I endurcd a thoufand deaths——I run no
rifk, faid Matjlda, but by thy. delay. " Depart : it cannot. be known that. L

aflifted thy flight, Swear by the faints abovoy faid Theodore, that thou caft’
not be fufpe cd ; elleshere I vow to await whatever can befall me. ©Oh!

thou art too generous, faid Matilda ; but reﬂ: aflured that no fulpicion can
zﬂlght on me, Give me thy beauteous hamd in token that thou doft not de-
ceive me, faid Theodore ; and let me bathe it avith the warm tears of grati-
* tudé, —-Fo?bcar, faid the pmicefs 'thu gmq: not be.—Alas ! ,faid Theodore,
I have never known but galgmxt;y mml this ﬁopr——-perhapa. thall never know

i

other fmuue again : quﬂ'cr the chafte ra rapturgs of holy gratrmde *tis my

foul mapqm us eﬁ'qﬁpns on thy hand.—-—Eorbear, and begone, faid Wla-'

thee at ‘my feet? Whoeis Ifa-

tilda: hﬂy d 1L approve of feein
bella? Im&fv Hp’;ﬁ" ing man with furpnfe. A me! 1 fear, fmd fhe princefs,
© lam fcrvm ad one! Haft thou forgb: thy cunoﬁty thxs ‘morning ?—
- Thy looks, tby a&xoﬁs, aﬂ thy beat®eous felf feems an emanagoq of d;vmny,
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faid Tb‘eoagre, but.thy words are dark®and tyfterious——6peak, lady, fpesk -
to thy fervant’s compreRenfion.—Thou underftandeft but too well, faid Ma-
tilda - ®ut once more I command thee to be gone: thy blood, which I may
preferve, will be on my head, if I wafte thertime in vain difconrfe. 1 go, ladyy -
faid Theodore, becaufe ib is thy Jwill, and becaufe T would not bring the grey
hairs of my father with forrowsto thmg;a@.’ Say but, adored lady, that I
have th{ gentle pity.—Stay, faid Matilda ; I will,condu¢t thee to ‘the fub-
teffaneous vault by which Hapella efcaped ; it will lead thec to the chexrch “of
faint Nicholas, where thou mayft takg fan@uary.—What ! faid Fheodore,
was it another, and not thy lovely felf, that I affifted to find th€ fubterra-
neous paffage? It was, faid Matilda: but afk no more; I tremble to fec
thee ftill abide here: fly to”the fan&uary.—To fan@uary | faid ‘Theodore :
«~ No, princefs ; {fan&uaries "are for h'elplcfs damfels, or for criminals. C"l"heo..
< dore’s foul is free from guilt, nor’ will ‘wear the appearance of it. Give me
a fword, lady, and thy father fhall learn that Theodore fcornsan ignomi-
nious flight. Rafh youth! faid Matilda, thon wouldft not dare to lift thy:
prefumptuous arm againft the prince of Otranto? Not againft £y father ; in-
deed 1 dare not, faid Theodore: excufeime, lady; 1had forgotten—but could
1 gaze on thee, and remember thou art fprung from the tyrant Man'ﬁ'edg-—
But he is thy father, and from this moment my injuries are Buried in dbli@?ﬁﬂg)

. A deep and hollow groan, which feémed to come from above, flartled the
princefs and Theodore. Good heaven ! we are overheard ! faid the princefs.
‘They liftened ; but, perceiving no ﬁifh‘er“‘no.i’fc,? they both concluded it the
effeék of pent-up vapours: andethe princefs, preceding Tk%eod%i‘é foftly, car-
ried him to her father’s armoury ; where equipping hign with a complete fuit,,

€ * he was conduéted by Matilda to the pofiern-gate. Avoid the town, faid the
princefs, and all the weftern fide of the caftle : ’tjs there the fearch muft be

- making by Manfred and the firangers : but hie thee to the oﬁpéﬁte.qué‘rten
Yonder, bebind that foreft to theeaft is a chain of rocks, hollowed jato a la~
byrinth of caverns that reach to the fea-ccaft. There thou miyf lic con-

- cealed, till thow canft make figis to fome vefft] to put on fhore and take thee
off. « Go! heaven be thy guide ‘—and fometimes in thy préyers remember—
Matilda¢'—Theodore flung him{#f at Her feet, and feizing her fily hand,

# which with firuggles fhe fuffered/hitn to kifs, he vowed on the carlieft oppdr-

. tunity to get himfelf knighted, and fervently entreated her )%"ermiﬁioﬁ to fwear
o himfelf 9temd.lycher knight,—Ere the priecefs could reply, a clap of thun-
' A ¢ ' 2 G ,.a‘i der
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m\m fuddenly heard, thqt thook the battlements, Theodore ‘rcgardlefa
g@ﬁle te.mpe&, would have urged his fuit; but thes princefs, aifn mayed, fe-
; .med haftily into the caftle, and commanded ﬂ:e youth to be gone, yith an
‘air that woulds 9o!i§¢ difobeyed, Me ﬁghed and retired, but with ey g
ﬁxa'! on the gate, until Matilda clofigg it put anjend to an_intdview, in
‘which the hearts of botk‘l;ad Mnk jo deeply of a pnﬂwn which both now
tafted foz ﬂu: ﬁrﬁ; time, . . by 4 ‘ ‘
Theodow went penﬁvely to the convent, to acquaint his fathes with fxs
‘delxypmnoq. There he learned the abfence of Jegome, and the purfuit that
was making after the lady Ifabella, with fome particulars of whofe flory he
now firft ﬁe(;a.me acquairted, The generdus galMntry of his nature prompted
him to wiﬂx to aflift her; but the monks could Jead him no hght,s to guefs
at thc'routez&c had taLcn. He was fot tempted to wander far in fearch of
her ; for the idea of Matilda had imprinted itfelf fo ftrongly’ on his heart, that
_ h: could not bear to abfent himfelf at much diftance from her abofle. The
“tendernefs }enome had expr effed for him concurred to confirm this reluctance ;
and he even perfuaded hunfelf that filial affe@ion was the chief caufe of his
hovering between the caftle and monaftery. Until Jerome fhould return at
-~ night, Theoderg at length “determined to repair to the foeeft that Matilda
%ad pom.tc& out to him. Arriving there, he fought the gloomxcﬁ {hades, as
beft Juited to_the pleafing meldhcholy that reigned in his mind. In this
moud he rowfi infenfibly to the caves. which had formerly fervcd as a getreat
to hcnmts, ardd were now rgpm'ted round thc country to. be bauntcd ge evil
fpirits. - He recollefted to have heard this “tradition ; and being of a brave
and adventureus dffpoﬁnon, he wdlmgly Jindulged his curiofity in exploring
the fecret ‘receffes of this lnbyrm He. had not penctrated far before he
thought he hear'd thc ﬁeps of ,{ame @erfon whp feemed to retreat “hefore him,
Thwdovqﬁ;ough firmly gqundgd in all our holy faith enjoins to be belicved,
~ bad no appregxgoﬁon that good ‘men were a yned withdut caufe’ to the
mahcwofx the fomrs o‘f:d’lnkﬁfé; f > thout: ht the plale more likelysto be
infefted by robbess, than by thofe i agents who age reported to mpleft

and bewildeg travellers,» He had long burnedwith i impatience to approve his
valour, Dra ‘ - his Aabr :, he mq(chcdu:'%ely onwards, fill dxreftmg his

“Wﬂ&h« mpertect ruitl found beﬁpre m led the way. . The armour
he wore was a like indication. to Jhe perfon mho avoided lum. Theodore,
N T ¢ 12 € TN i noe
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“now ccnv‘hced tha, he was not miftaken, iredoubled his’ ‘pace, aﬂdﬂém&cnﬂy g
gdined“on Nhe perfon that fAled ; whole haffe ancreaﬁng, Theodore cameup
‘juft as ¢ woman fell breathlefs before him. He hafted to raife her; buﬁ (-
terror was fo great, that “he apprehenfied fhe would faint inchis arms.  He
ufed every gentle word to. dlfpel her plarmg, and . affured her that, fm..f‘mm
injuring, he would defend her 4t the p;rll dihis hf;x ‘The lady recovering
her {pirs from his courteous dcmeanour, and gazng. on her pmreéher% faid,
Suwe T have heard that voice, before ?-~Not to.my knowledge, replieq Theo-
dore, unlefs, as | con]eé’curc, thou art the lady Ifabcﬂa.—-Mercﬁul heaven !
cried fhe, thou art not fentyin queft of me, art thou? And faying thofe Wox;ds
the thréw herfelf at his feet, and befought him not to deliver her up to Man-
fred. To Manfred! cried "l"heodo're--No, lady : q have once a “fready de-
_livered thee from his tyranny, and it fhall fare hard with ‘me now, lput I will
plack thee out of the reach of his daring. * Is it poffible, faid fhe, that thau
thouldft be the gehercts unknown whom I met Jaft night in the vault of the
caftle? Sure thou art not a mortal, but my guardian angel : on my knees 'iet{ :
me thank—Hold, gentle prmcefs, faid Theodore; nor demean thyfqlf bef‘&e ‘
a poor and friendlefs young man. If heaven has ‘fele&el ‘me ‘fog 4hy ddl-' :
verer, it will accomplifh its work, and ﬂrengtheg ‘my. arm in ﬂvy calﬂ'e
But come, lady, we are too ncar the mouth of the cavern ; let us feek its
moft recefles : I can have no tranquillity till I lave placed"?t iec beyond the
reach of danger.—Alas! what mean you, "ixr? faid fhe.. Tho h all your
aé‘uon,;are noble, though your fentiments fpeak the punty of you fou‘l it :
ﬁttmg that I fhould accompanzeyou alone ;nto ‘thefe | qﬁe&ed f&tﬂeata? '
Should we be found together, what would a cenformus wpt‘ld ﬂnnk Qf my
condu& bl refpe& yo\rr virtuous dehicacy, “faid Thebdm' ) you
bour a fulpigion that wounds my hofiour. I meant to cor
moft private cavity of’ ihefe rocles ; and then, at the hazard )‘aﬂmy"hfe, to 5uard'
their entrance ‘againft every lxvmg thing, Beﬁdéyiad , continued b%t raw-
ing a deep ﬁgh beauteous and all perfect as *yeht? WW ho é my

1w

wifhe§ are not gmltlefs of af] g.ng‘ lmow,s

‘and although——Afudden n e from proceeding. They
~foon diffinguifhed thefe founds, at h Wl&!v@h trem- -
bling. pnncefs relapfed into her ’fcimferf agqﬂy; "l"hébdgre?’endéa- %

ok

voured. to  encourage her, but in vain. ‘I-i,étb fure d he would éze rathﬂ' o
than fuﬁ'cr her to return undcr M;nfr’éd’s pg‘wen ‘and 'be:ggmg her to reme
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, ; tmd an amed l;mght dlfcomﬁng with a
~who affured b Shealgad ﬁ;;n a lady eriter the paffes of the réck.
“The kmghmwas, preparing™ ‘.‘ eck Jrer, when Theodore, placing himfelf in
his way, with his fword dra,wrr, ﬁ‘.!rnly forbad him ‘at his peril tey advance.
And wlmm ‘thou who_ ﬂal:eﬁ to crofs my way? {aid the knight haughtily.
* Ohwwjxo dpes not dare more than he will pérform, faid Theodqre. 1 feek
‘the }ad‘y lfabcua, faid the kmght ? and ‘underfland {he has taken refuge
among thefe rocks, Impede me 1ot or thou wilt repent havmg provoked my
refentmnt‘.w—Thy purpofe is as odiowts as tley refentment is contemptible,
faid Thchore Return whence thou eameft, os we fhall foon knew whofe
xe[ﬂhmnt s moﬂ: temble.———»The tranger, who was the principal kaight ~
atbat ,hgd armred fmm the marqms of Vu:enza\, had gadloped from Manfred as
hr. was bufied in getting ‘information of the prmcefs, and giving ®arious or-
dem mﬁwﬁem her falling i into ‘the power of the ‘three knights: Their ducf
bad fufpected Manfred of being privy to the princefs's abfconding ; and this
 infult from a man who he concluded was ftationed by that prince to fecrete
htr, cpuﬁrmxgg his ﬁt{'pu;xom, he made no tcply, but, djfcharging. a blow
" with his fabre at Theodore, would foon have removed, all obftru@ion, if
,Thegd"’, whg ‘tan hxm for ch of Ma.nfwd Y captams, and who lad no
founer gmh the pa:gﬁﬂ;,j}glon than prepared to fupport it, had not received
: ;‘the ftroke om his thield,  The valour thatthad fo long been fmothered id Mis
- breaft, broke forth at once: he rufhcd ﬂnpetuouﬂy on the knight, w’ﬁhoﬁ.
~pride and wrath werc’ not lefs. pa;gmrfui incentives to hardy deeds. The com-
bat was furious, but nor ang. eodore wounded the. kmght in three feve-
ral placew«md;mlaﬁf g-'a as he fainted by the lofs_of"blood. The
pqafzmt, who' had ﬂm l’n onfet, had given the alarm to fome of
© Manfi%d’s d@meﬁws, whaby his o derp were difperfed thro'ugh the foreft in
‘purfuit of Iabella. « 'l}aw cam'up s the &knight fell, ‘whom they foon dil-
,, cover;d to ‘be the no"bteﬁran ""'odmi no;w;thﬁandmg his hatred to
‘ gquld not b:hold thg v;&:om” ]iad med' ‘without emouons of

jé?ﬂﬁtgﬁty but he was more tquphed, when he learngd the quality
f r ' mformed tl;xa.];;he ‘Wag no tetamer, byt an enemy of
" "lattc#fm difarming the kaight, and *
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in endeatouring to ﬁaunch the blood ghat flowed from: his wounds. The'”
' knight, ?ec;xermg his qu-ch faid in a faint and faltering voice, Generoua
foe, we havc both been in an error: .I took thee for an inftrument of the
tyrant ; T perceive thou haft made the like riuftake-lt is too late for excufes
—1- faint.~-If Ifabella is at hand, call her—I have important fecrets to—
He is dying ! faid one of fhe attendants’; has\aobody a crucifix about them ?.
Andrea, dg thou pray over him.—Fetch fome water, faid Theudore, and pour
it down his throat, while I haften to the princefs. Suying this, he flew to Ifas
belle'; and j jin few words told Ber modefily, that he had been fo unfortunate
by mt&ake as to wound a gentleman from Ber father’s court, who withed ere he
died to impart {omething of confequencc ¢ her. The princefs, who had
been tranfported at hearing the voice. of Theodore as he called her*to come
, forth, was aftonifhed at what fhe heard. * Suffering herfelfe to' be condu@ed
"by Theodore, the new proof of whofe walour recalled her difperfed’ fp(nts,
" fhe came where thecblegding knight lay fpeechlefs on.the ground—but her
fears returged when fhe beheld the domeftics of Manfred. She wonld again
have fled, if Theodore had fiot made her obferve that they were ubarméd,
and had not threatened them with inftant’ death, if they fhould ‘dare to feize
the princefs. The ftranger, opening his eyes, and beholding a woman, faid,
Art thou—pray tell me truly—art thou Habella of Vicenza? Tam, faid the:;
good heaven reftore thee !—~Then thou—then thou—»faid the ltmght, frug-
-gling for utterance—feeft—thy father ! —Give me one-—-—Oh ! amazement !
horror ! ‘what do I hear? what do 1 fee? cried Habella. My father! You
my father ! How came you here, fir? For licaven’s fake {peak! '—Oh ! run for
hzlp, <br he will expire !—"Tis meft true, faid the wounded knight, exert=
ing all his force; I am Frederic thy father—Yes, I catae to deliver thee—
It will not be—Give me a parting kifs, and take——Sir, faid Theodore, do -
not exhauft ydurfelf: fnﬂ'cr us to cofivey you to the caftle—To the caftle!
faid Ifabella: Is there no help nearer than the caftle? ‘Wbuﬁ ynu exp ofe m
father to the tyrant? If he goes thither, 1 darc not a,pc_ \pany hxm.-l—Ans
_yet, can, Ileave him ?-—My child; faid Frcdenqm it me _‘ ers not for me whi-
ther I 'am carried: a few mmuté?k wnll placc me. ljey né danger but whde
I have’ eyes to dote dn thee, ferf me aot, ’ﬁm Ifabella ! Th:b h;ave
knight—I* know not who he is— | prote& thy innocence. Sir, you will.
not abandon my child, will you ?—" eodore, thedding tears over his yi®tim, -«
« and vowing to guard the pnncefs at the cxpence of his hfc. perfuaded Fmdn-t;~~,
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: °ric to fuffer himfelf to be condu&!d to the caftle. 'Bhey plaghd lum on a
horfe be’longmg to one of the domettics, after bmd!ﬁ up his wounds as welll

as they were able. Theodore marchgd by his ﬁde and the affliGtedelfabella,,
~who could not bear to quit him,followed mournfully behind, =
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THE [orrowful stroop no fooner arrived at the caftle, than they were met
by Hippalitg and Matilda, whom Tfabella had fent one of the domeflics
befoge w advertife of their approach, The ladies, caufing Frederic to be con= <
veyed into the neareft chamber, reured' while the furgeons examined his -
wounds.  Matilda blufhed at fecing Theodore and Ifabella toggther ; but
. endeavaured to conceal it by embracing the lattes, and condolmg with her on
‘her fa‘fher 's mifchance. The furgeons foon came to acquaint Hippolita that
none of the marquis’s wounds were dangerous ; and that he was defirous of
fecing his daughtcr and the princeffes. Theodore, under pretence of ex-
, ‘preﬁin his joy at being freed from his apprehenfions of the combat being
fatal to_ F;'ui’ eric, could not refit the unpulfe of following Matilda. Her ,
eyes were fo often caft down on meeting his, that lfabella, who regarded
Theodore as. attentively as he gazed on Mafilda, foon divined who the objgét
“was that he had told her in the cave engagd his affections. While thismute
fcene pafled, prpolta demandgd of Frederic the caufe of his having taken
that myﬁerfous courfe for reclaiming his daughter ; ; and threw in various apo~ ®
logies to excufe her lord, for the match contracted between sheir children.
Frederic, however incenfed againft Manfred, was not_infenfible to the cour-
tefy agd benevolerice of Hippolita but he was fill more ftruck with the
lovely form of Matilda.. Wl.ﬂmg to detain them by his bed-fide, he ia-
formed ﬁxppoﬁta of hiuﬁqry He ﬁold he%, that, while prifoner to- the infi-
dels, he had dteamed that his daughter, _of whoem he had learned ne news
‘ ﬁm’ bls e saptivity, % detained in a cal ley ~where {he was in danger of the
aoft dreadful misfe tunes ; and tha&tf & obtained hts liberty, and repaired
% awM nea;]b‘ ime would lex;u mare, Alarmcd ‘at this dream, and |
mcapsibl% of obcymg the direCtian given by it,, his ehmns became more grie- o
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vous thap e¥er. ‘Bubwhile his thought$ wet'e occupied on the means of obg"
tammg his libérty, he' foceived the agreeabbe news that the confédcrate
princes, evho were warring in Faleftine, liad paid his ranfom. He mﬂ:mﬂy fet
out for the wood that had been ‘fnarked in hie dteam.  For thret days he audg
his attendants had wanderad in thg foreft w;tlt)ut feeu“ag a human form : bu;

~ on the evening of the third theys came bo a hich they’ “found a ve~" |
nerable he'mit in the agonies of death,” Appl mytng h cordials, they brought _ |
the aint-like man to his fpeegh. My fons, faid heg T'am bounden tayour' P!
charxty-—bat itis in vain—1 am going fo my cternal reﬁ-—-yet I die with
the fatisfaction of performing the will of heaven. thn firft 1 repalred to
this folitude, after feeing my. _eountry become a prey to unbchevers [it is, =
alas! above fifty years fince I Svas wm;efe to that dreadful fceﬁb ’“} famt Ni=

. cholas appeared to me, and revealed 2 fecret, which he bade me new:r dxf-: g

"clofe Y6 morta} man, but on my ddath<bed. . Tlhis is that tremendous hcmg, |

and yeare ho doubf the chofen warriors'to whom I was ordered to revud my
truft. AsSoon as ye have dpne the laft offices to thxswretchcd%mﬁ, ’tm-‘
der the feventh tree on the left hand of this poor cave, and yeﬁ pﬁms

Oh ! good heaven receive my foul ! With thofe words the devoui min lﬁé’aﬁh—
ed his laft. By break of day, continued:Frederic, srhet we Had fcommma
the holy relics. to searth, we dug ‘according to diretion—But ‘;hat was ou’i";i{'_,
aftonithment, whcn about the" dcpth of fix feet we difcovered an ewomom”f '

-~ fabre—the very weapon yonder in the coutt! On the blade, Wlﬁth was.

then- partly out of the feabbard, though fince clofed by our eﬁom in remov-
ing u‘, were written the followmg}mes»———No excule me, m*aﬂam, added
the marquis, tmmng to Hippolita, if 1 forbear to repeat them : T refpedt

« your fex and rank, and would not be guilty of offending your ear with founds

injurious to aught that is dnar to ypu—He paufed. - H:ppohta tremblqd,“
She did not doubt but Frederic was deftined by licaven to accomplifh the fate
that feemed to threatcn%m houl'e. Looking, with anxmmfond‘ncﬁ af, | Wﬁs— e
tilda, a filent tear ftole down her cheek ; but recolie&mg herfelf, ﬁ\c faid,"
Proceeds my lord ; hcavw ‘does’ flothing in vain’ Tortals n’luﬁ receive its
d:gme Dehefts wich lowlinefs and fubmiffion. = It is ’&i’r part 1o deprecate its *
wrath, or pow to its decrees. at tht&ntmce H’ dord : wecliffert re-
ﬁgged,-—Fredenc was grieved that *;ad proceeded b’“,fa . The dignityand .
_patient firmnefs of Hippolita pmgm.w& him with refpe, and theftcmfﬁ"
ﬁlcnt aﬁ'eﬁxon, thh which the pnneefs aaﬂ her daughter rcgarded ‘each
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