
• 
• , • • • • 

• 
• • 

• • • , • • • • .. " • • • • I , • .. 
~ • , 
\ , • • 

'" 
.0 

, , I I 

• 0 • • • • • • 
• . . , • 

• • • • • • 
• • 

.' 
• 

• . , o 0 • . 
• 

• • 
I 

• 

• 

. . 
• 

• , 
e; 

• "-

• · • 
I 

~ 

~ • • 
\ 

• , .-- ~ 

• , ~ 
o 0 • , 

• • ~' 

f " , • • 
" ( .. 

-- • '" 
~ 



• 

• -
'1 

,. 

• 

• 

, . 

, 

• • 

.•. ~ 
, -• • 

o 

• 
• . -• 

, . 

, 

c 

-
SE 

J' 
• 

~) 

1 

T E 
.. 

T S . , 
, 

.> 
G ' - 0 F T ~ .. 

., ) 

0 

-0 

• • 
• '. ' .- . , .. ~ . . , . 

" ';' _T.Fl.Ii::0Il.!!.le if Otranto .-y... ~. ~ 

• 

-

I An Acc.8unt of" he Gia}tts !alfly diJ()/)v~r d' •• ~ -, .• 
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H followmg .work wa~ fo nd the libra.ry of an ancient atholic fa-. , , 
jnil y in h north of Engl I was print' d at Naples, in tb bi ck" 

letter, in the year 1529, How much fooner it was rif el? does not appear. 
e rincipal incidents are fueh as were b ieved.in the darkeft ag s of chrifii~ 

• a ity; but the language and conduct have nothing that f~vours of ~arbarifm. 
The ftyle is the pureft Italian. If the ftory was written near the time when 
it is fuppofed to have happened, it muft h'av been between J09.5 the zra of 
t e , urO: crufade, ,and 1.243, the ~ate of thew laft, or n t long afterwards. 
There.is 0 other circumftanee in the work that can lead us to guefs at the 
period in whieh the {eene is lai : the names of the aCl:ors': are evidently fiCl:i-

"tious, and pr bably difguifed 'on pUl'pofe: ! 't the Spanifh llames of the do­
meftics fee to j ndicate that this work was ot compofed until the ~ablifh- · 
ment of . he Arragonian kings in I aples h made SpanHh .appellatio fami­
liar in that country. - The beauty of the di¢t;ion, and the zeal of the uthor, 
{"moderat d ho ever by fiogular judg • eot] ,.concur to make me think that 
the te of tl e compofition wa little antee dent to t1 at of t 1e impreffion. 
Letter!! were then in their moft flouriiliing ftate in Italy, and eontri'Luted. to 
di£pe the empire of fuperftition, at that tilue fo forcibly att ckeo by the 
re{orn;el's. It is nq,t un keJy that an al'tft pci ft might endeavour :!o 'turn ,J 

their own arm" on the -innovators; and mi ~\t a it himfelf of his abilJties as 
~ . autl or to confir the populace in thei and nt errors and fu edlitions. 
I this was his view, he has certain Cled with fignaI a ·~refl. Such a 

• work , the following would nflave a lOdted vulgar miads beyond aIf 
. the boo's of eoutl·overfy that ritt n from the days f Luth r to 
the reG nt hour. • ~ 

B 2 ,. " 
o 
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r . . 
• • • 

• 
t , 

'p .' 
• 

e 

• 

f. 

E F Ac e E. 
• • 

• o 
r. e: • • 

This ~lution"of the a hor's motives ·is ho e\rer offered as a mere con­
jeCture. ('Whate~er his vitJ.ws were, or whatever effeCts the execution of 
them might have, his wor can only be raid be re tlJ.e public at·prefent as a 
matter of e~tertainment. Even as fuc~', fi tne apology for it \s neceffary. 
Miracles, vifions, neer maney, diems, anet. ot • er prtternatural event&, arc 

.~ . 
explodeJl n<rnr even from romances. ' That as n the afe when our allthor 
• ••• 
wrotJ! llluih lefs when-the fio itfelf j.s fuppofed to ilave hap~ened. Belief 
in every kind of prodigy was fo eftablifhed in t;ilofe dark ages( that an author (> 

wou1d not b'" faithful to theemanner! of the-times who fhould omit a'l m~n­
tion of them. He is.not bound to believe ttem himfelf, but he muL1Jrepre-. 
ent his aCl:ors as believing them. • .' : ; . • • 

• • • • • . . .. .. , 
'0 If thi air of the miracu70ul is e ufe~, he rl!ader'wiIl efintl no~hiftg ~lf8. 
unworthy of his perufll. Allow the poffibility of the fatts, and. all the aCl:or 
comport thlmfelve-s fiS perfons would do in their fit eation. There is no . op. 
baft, flO fimilies, flowers, digreffions, or unneceffary d~fcriptions. Eve -
thing tends direCl:ly to the cataftrophe. Never is the reader's attention re­
laxed. TIte r.ules of the drama re almoft obferved throughout . the conduCl: 
of the piece. Thee charaCtersc are well 9rawn, and fiill better maintaine • 
Terror, the author's Rrincipal engine, prevent,s he fiory from ever anguifh­
ing'j and it is fo oRen contrafted by pity, hat the mind is kept up in a con-
ftapt yiciffitude of interelling pa-m-ons. • • • 

• I 

Some perfons may perhaps thirk the charaCters of th~ domeftics too little 
feriour. for the general caft of the fiorr; but efides their oppotition to th~ 
principal perfopages, the" art of the ~ut or is very o~fervable in his conduB: 
of the fubalterns. They difcover many paffages effential to thee fiory, . hich 
could not weU be lsrought to light but by tbeir l1ai'vete and fimplicit : in t ­

particular, tne \Voma~ifh terror ana foibles of ~ianca, in the laft chapter, 
• condue\; effentially towards advallcing the cataftNplie.. ~ 

It is nat lral for a tranflator to 1:ieJ>rejutliced in favour of his ado e woi~ 
More impartial eaders may not be <> bluch {truck with the beauties of this 
piece as I was. -Yet I am not blin6 to my author's defeCts. I could WIlli he • 

( ( had, groundeu Ju~ plan on a ID;0re u 'eful mor than this; that the fins of fa­
Ihers art vilited 0'11 tj;~ir &hildrm to the third and fourth generation. I doubt 
l :/.4 (. ( r 

( 3 whether 

l l 
l l 

• I 
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.. vhcther ia his time, any morf than at prefent, aml1lt' n curbed its appetite j 

of dominion from tho drea fo r~mote a puniili eut. And yet !s mo~al' 
is weakened by that lefs diretl: infinuation, that eyen fuch anathem may be 
diverted by votion to faint Nicho s. Here the interefr of the monk plainly 
gets the better of tbe judgm;nt.:of · e author. I However, with· ~ll its f~ults, 

haye no doubt but ~he Ehgli!G reader . ill e p\e {i d with a fight of this 
performanc. The iety at r i ns thro~ghout, th~ leffons o~ virtue that 

e 1 culcated, and t e rigid purity of he fi ntim ts, exempt this. wor , 
from .the enfute 0 which romances are but 00 liable. Should it meet ·wlth e· .the fuc fs I hope for, I may·be ncoura~~d to -ptint the original Italian, 

• thoug~ _ it will ten.d to depreciate my own labour. Qur language falls far 
• ihort oT the char s of the .Italian, both for vafliety and harmony. The latter 

. is ~cu1i~ty exc~fIel'\t for fim Ie rfa~ra . ;e. · It i difficult in En '{h to relate­
)'Vi 0,,1 fallin t 0 low or ~ifin to' h; a f:tult obviQu£ly occafi ned by. 
the little care taken to fpeak pure language in comma n e fation. Every 

Ii n or Frenchman of ny rank piques Jlimfel{ on fpeaking his wn tongue 
• heCl:ly and with choice. I cannot flatter myfelf witli having done . uftice 

to my author in this refpeCl: : his ftyle . s as elegant as his conduQ: of the paf­
fions is mafterly. It is pity that he did nq,t apply his talent~!o what theY" 

et;e evidently proper for, the theatre. • • 
• 

• • 
I will detain the reader no 1 ger but to make OI;le {flo~t remar Though 

the machine~ is invention, and the names of the afrors. imaginary, I cannot 
• but be1iev~that the ground-work of the fto·,y is founded on truth. ~he fe~ne. 

is undoubtedly laid in fome real caftle. e author feem~ frequentl , with ... 
out defign, oto defer e particular parts. The chamber, fays he, on tke right 
hand j the door n the lift hand j the ti;'lance from the chapel to Conrad'.r apart­
inmt.:. thefe ~nd other J1affages arc frrong p~fumptions that the author had 
fo me certain building in his eye. Curious perfons, wh have leifu e to' em .. 
plo n fuch refearehes, may poffibly difcover in the Italian writ rs the found .. 
a~ion on which our aut r has built. If aecataftrophe:. at an refembWtg that . 
which he defr. ibes, is believed to have gi n r' e to this work, it will can .. 

ihu t intereft t reader, and will make The Caftl of. Otranto a frill more 
o illg frory. . • • 

• .- . . 
• .. • 

e • 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• • • 
• • 

• • • 
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To the Second -Edition . 
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T E: fav~urable manner in w icn this little. piece bas b en rec . "cd b ,. . .. - -
the public, calls upon the author to explain th g u ds on which be 

compofed it. • But befor he opens thofe motives, it is fit that h fl10uld a!k 
ep· • ~n of his readers for aving offered fti~ work-to the under the borrowed 
p~rfonage of a tranflaror. As diffidence, of his own abilitie , and th novelty 
of the attempt, were his fole inducements to affume that dirgui~, he flatters 
h ' ~ If be fhall appear excufable. He re1lgned bis perf~rmance· to the im­
partial judgment of. the public; det,ermined t let it perilh in obfcurity, if 
difapprov~d; nor meaning to. ow'"[uch a trifle, unleii b, tter judg~s fh let­
pronounce th t he might own. it without a blufh .. 

• . .' .. . 
It was an attempt to blend th~ two kind of romance, the ancient ·' nd the 

modern. I the 'for er all wa imagioa[io~ and improbal5lIity: in the latter, • 
nature is always .intended to be, and ~metimes has. been, copied with fut­
cefs • • ~nven~' n has not een ' wanting; ut the great refOtlfCe of fancy hav'e 
been dammed up, by a ftria: adh rence to common life, .But if i1 the bttcr 

• 

, . , "[peci N!lture has cramped ima ination, fhe did but take h r rev. ng , havi.ng 
been totally excluded fro 91d romances. .The aaion~, fen ments, i onv 1'- • 

fation , of the heroes nd heroines of and t d ::I were as unnatural as the 

• 
chi s mployed ut them in motion.:· • 

• . : : • 
author of ¢e followlng pages thou ht it poffible to r condIe the 0 

kinds, Defirous of. leaving the owers of ancyat liberty to exp iate through-
he boundlef.s realms- oj in"V'enti 'n, and thence· of ereat' i'ntere ng ·· 

I . • •• fituationsr. 
~ , 

• 
• . -• 
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fituation:,( lie wHhed ~o( conduex the mortal agents in his rama ac ording t 
_ th\! ru16s(of probahilfty; in fhort, to m ke tHen) think, fpeak and aex, as it 
might be fuppoIed mere fuen and women' would. do in extraordinary pofitions. 

" He had obferved, that in aU infpired wr!tillgs, the perfonages llJlder tae dif. 
penfation of.mirac es, and witneffes to th~ moIl: tl:upendous phenom na, never 
lofe fight of their human <.haraCl:er: wh'ereat ill the productions <of romantic 
fiory, an illlprobable ev~nt never .. ails to ~ ttended by an abf, rd di Togue • 

• 

• The a ors eem to lo[~ their fenfe~ the moment t e aws of nature have lofi 
thei. ne. , As the pub ic hays: applauded the attemp, the autho mua OQt 

fay he was entirely unequal to the taik he had undertaken : ~yet if he new (, 
route he has !truck out !halt have paved a r ad for men of brighter tale ts; 
he fhall own with pl~fure an~ modeQ:y, that he was ferfGble the n was 

' capable of ~eceiving greate~ embeHi1tl ent th n his imagi r4tion or ·concua-
l>f the pa1Uons could befto\Y on it. ' •• ' . ~ . . 

With re~ard to the deportment of the domefi:ics,cPn which I.have touched 
in the former prefacre, I wilf beg 1 ave to add a fe words. The fim i tei Yll 
of their behavjour, alm.oft tending to excite fmiles, which at firfi: feem n 
confonant to the fenous taft of the work, appeared to me not only not im­
proper, but: was marked defignldly in bhat manner. My rule was natu e. 
However grave, important, orc:even melancholy, the fenfations of princes' and 
herpes may be, th~y 0 not ftamp the fame ' .ffeClions on their donfeftics: at 
leaft the latter do not, or !hould not be made to exprefs their affions in the­
fame ,dignified tone, In my humble opinion, the contraft betw n the fub- ­
'lime of.. the one, and the nai'vete f he other, fets the pa,thetic of the 'former 
in a ftronger light. "The v~ry impatience whu:h a read feels, ~hi1e de~ayed 
by the coarfe pleafantries of vulgar actws from arrh,;ing at the knowledge of 
the important ' cataftrophe he e peas, perhap heightens, ·cerlainly proves 
that ,he has been artfully interefted ill, the depending event. But 1 had h!gher 
authority. th3cn my, own opinion for this conduct. That great ~afi:er na­
ture, hakefpea e, wu the model I copied. Let JPe afk if his tragedie of 
Hamle and Julius Crefar would not lofe a confiderable fhare of their- fpirit 
and wbnderful beautie _ if the h mour of the gtav&-<iiggers, the .fool ri s. 
Poloniu, nd the clumfy jefts of t e [toman citizens were omitte ,\Or vefi: • 
'in 1 eroics? Is hot the loquence of Antony, the nobler and, affectedlY"l1naf- ~ 
{eeted oration of Br~tus, artifiCially; eltalted b the rude burfts of Dature from 

( l the mouthstof t~c·t, auditors Z Thefe touch: Q remin one of the Grecian 
~ ~ k~~ 
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a'Poir ~ts fte1ltJ de'bo';" a ntrit et des jcenes atttnf'riJ!antci: if J a,. bta~ebllp de tr 
bonne! pretes ou., if ne l'tgnr que de la ga)lt'e ; d' utre.! trJtltu jerietife!; d' autnt 
1nelang I \r: d' atttres ot't l' attendriJ1ement va jl.ifqUes aux larmu: il ne faut don­
ner.1'exclufion a au un genre: et fi l' all e demalldoit, quel ge.nre~~ Ie meilleur, , , , 

je repondro;!, eel,,; qu; e.fllfi micux trRite 8uliely if a comedy may be IOlile 

flrieufl, tr~gedy may nQw and th f foberly,. bee· indulged in, a emile. Who 
. lhnU p~ofC1i,be it? ShaU the critic, who Hi t elf-d :fence declare~ that,1 kind 

~ ou t~ be xcluded flO~ co~ed1, give laws to 8h e[~eare I '. " 

J am aware that the preface from whenc t I have quoted th~fe pa{f~~s doe~ Ci a 

not frand in monfieu~ de Voltaire's name, M1t in that of his editor j J,et ho 
t Houbts that the editbr and authpr were the fame perfoIP? Or whtre is thd ' 
• editor, who ~as fo happily.poife£fed ~imffilf af his auth.or'~·fiYle aQ.d 1?riIHant" 
eafe of rgument? Thefe p\£fages w&re i d lbitab y the gen uine fenti~en s 9f , 
,that great writer: 1n his epiftle to Maffei; prefi,xed to his Mex:ope, he de­
livers almda the fame opinipn, thQUgh I doubt w~h a little irony. I will 

• C • r r ,,-
repeat hlS words, and th,en gIve my realon for quoting them. Mter trann t-
ing a paff"age in Maffei's Merope, monfieur de V oltaire adds, 'Ious ecs t.ratt$ 
font naifs: topt y e.fl eonvefzqhle ~ etwe que vous j,ztroduifizfitr fa jcene, et aux 
mreurs que vous lru r donnez. Ces flmiliarith naturellu ~uJftnt fte, a e~ i'ue 
je crois, bien refues dans 4thencs; mais ,Paris et notre parterre veulent une 
au~re efpeee de jimplieile. I doubt, I fay, whether there is not ca grain of 
fneer in this and other paifages of that ,epifile; yet the force IJf truth is not 

. -damaged by being tinged with ·idicule. Maffei was to reprefe a Gree,ian· 
fiory :'" furely the h.thenians wer () as competent judge.s of Grecian manners, 
and of the propriety of introducing th.em, a the part re of Pa'ris. On ~he 
contrary, fays Voltaire 1: and I canno but admire his reafo~ing] then; were 
but ten thoufand citizens at Athens: and Paris ha~ dear eight ~ndred lhou- ' 
fand inhabitants, among whom one Olay reckon thirty thoufand judges, of 
dramatic wurks.---Indeed·!--But al1owiog- fo numerous a tribunal, I b~ 
1ieve his is the· on]y infianee in hich it was ever pretended that thirty thou~ 
fand per[ons, living near two tlioufand ye~rs after the ~ra i quefiion; were, · 
upon the mere face "of the po~, declared better jud~s than th~ recia 

'thcmfelve~ of'c,what ought to be t1-e manners of a tragedy written on a G&. • 
",.cian fiory • 

l ( 
( 

( 

. ~~' . 

wUI not enrer<tnto a difcfdIion of the J>ue dejimplicite, which the par •. 
( 

terre 
l 
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• rre of p:~ demands, nor of. the lbackJes with wIIi • tht- thirt; thotifand .. . . 
judges have cramped their pf)e , tne chief merit w,hich, I ga er ftom 

I 
, 

repeated paffages in The New Commentary on Cerneille, confifts in.,aulting 
in ' {pite of dJofe fetters; a lIlerLt ich, if true, would reduce poetry f~o,m 
the lofty effort of ima{tnatiori, .Jo a!'4'uerile and moft eontempti~le labour.-. 
difJiciles t1fJg~ with· a witnef: .! \.cannot b ~ h~w:v~ mentioning a couplet~ 
whi to rn-' Eng1iih. ea:s t1way~ ounded as the flatt~ft and mon:.;triBing in­
{tane of drcumftantial -'ropriety; but wltich Yoltair , who ha dealt j o fe- ~ 
verely. wirtl nin~ parts in ten of Corneille's V:orks, has fingled ou1 to detend 

".' in Rad;' ' . • . 

.. 
• De jon. appartement ~ette porte ejI prochaine, . 

Et teffe autre conduit datu "Celui dcela rcine • 
, .. . . ." 

• 
• • • I glilll, • 

To Crefar's claftt through this door YOII (omt , • 
And t'Q~~er .ads to the queen', drawjttg-roo,n: 

• nnbappy Shaketpeare! hadft thou made Rofencraus inform is compe r 

• 

Guildenfter,n of the ichnography of the pala e of Copenhagen, inftead of pre­
~ dng us with a. moral dialogue between the prince of. Den;lar and the 
grave-di er, the illuminated pit of .Paris woul have been infiruCled a fecolld ' 
lime to adore thy talents. · .. • ~ • 

• 
, The ref, t of all I ha.ve faid, 'is to "fhelter · y own daring under the. cahnOn 

• 

of the brighteft genius this country; at Ie" , ha produc~d, I mig have 
pleaded, th t havin created a· new fpecies of romance, I was at liberty to • 
lay down what ules I thought fit for ~ e cenduCt of~it: but I iliould be more 
'proud. .of h~ 'ng imitate'd, how ver fair:t1y . weakly, and at 'a diftance, fo 
mafte"rly a pattern, than to enjo'{ the entire merit of inve ion, unlefs I c'nuld 
have arked my wo~k with gemus as well as ith originality. ue a it is, 
the public have bonour it fufficiently, at ver ran theIr fuffra s allot • 
o it. • • , 
I , ~ 

• 
• 

S 

• 

NNET 
• • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • , • • • • • • • 
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e"culptor, ·who, to convey the. idea of a Coloffus with' • the 
fi aI, inferted a little boy meaijJring ~his thumb. 

dime~{jons of a ~' 
I· ." , 

• . ~ 

• 
No, fays ev oltaire in his edition ~f Corncille, this mixture of buffoonery 

and folemnity i~ intoIerable~M-"~-V rJ.taire is a genius *.M-but n t of Sh~ke· 
fpeare's ma-gnitude. .With t l"ecllrrin 10 f' ~ta~le authQrity, I appeal 
from-Voltai' e to himfel, I fh:tl ' not ava~ m~felf of his former " ncomiums 

• ••• . I • 

Q'O our mighty. poet; t. ugh the French ritie has t ice lranflatcd tl1 fame · • 
. fpeect in am let, fome y ars ago in admiratTon, latterly in derili"on'; ar!d I 

.••• am forry to tina that his judgme grows weaker, when it ought to be farther 
'- in ured. But I iliall mak uie f his own words, del~vered on th general 

. ' 'topic 0 ~he theat ., when he was neitller (hlflking to recommend or decry 
. 'Shakefpea;e~s pnf ice; confeq.uent ly a.: ~omeqt when Voltaire~as itnpar- ­

tial.. 11'1 thc p.ef~ce to· hls Enfant prodi ue, that-exquifite pi~!ce of bieh r 
dec1artmy admiration, anl which, lhould r live twe y ,-ears longer, I trull: • 
I fhould never attempt to.ridicule, he 'has thefe words, fpeaking . f comedy, 

. l1,trt qually applicable to-rragedy, if trag~dy is: as fur it ought to e, a 
• pfaure of human life; nor can I conceive why occafional pleafilOtry ought 

more to be banifued from tqe tragic feene, than pathetic fe.rioufnefs from the 
C _ lc] . On y voit, utI melange de ftritux et d e plaifatlteriv . de • co . iquc et de 
toucbant; fouyent meme une (eule avanture pr!Jduit tOft! ces tontt"ajles. Rie1z 
1lql fl co mllfl qu'1fJlc maiflm do' laq'lIclfe un p re grond , . ne fille occup C 

fn pi-lilion Ie re; Ie jill Je tnr;qllt 'des deux, ct quelques p.armJ prCIJllt1lt part 
.di/fermmwlli it fa jcCIJr., t5c. N01t.I~ 1Z'il1.feron1 aJ de la q e tOtttc comedic oi1Je . -• . -

~ The follow'ng remark .. forei n to the pr - r.lncc w re much unread in Ellglilh fiory; but 
fent quefiion, yet xcufable in an En lifhman, J:.0w,! y thl! ol]lH1entator, that they fi dy it, e 
who is willing to thi - that the fevere criticiCms fu mifreprefclltatlon would t be CufI' red-
of fo m., nerly a writer asVoltair QIl our immor~ Y t fo etting that the perid of igno\"Ol ce i 

• 

t 1 COulltryman, may have been the e1i'ufions of Illpfed, and that it is not ¥ery necc/fary tf) infirult 
wit all~ pr cipit. ti,m, rather than the r ult f the knowing, he ul1aercak .8 fro the ~rnow!:1~ 
jU,dgment and attention. May not the crittc's- of his own reading to i th nobility of flis own 
Jkill in the force and powers of op' language have COUnt detail of (lucen Elizabeth'/i fay rites- • • 
been a rIlCOTn:!t'k ... lji incompeten as his know- of wl1 , fa he, Robert Dudley was ~I~ firfr, 
1 . e of our hift ry? f t latter hie own pen and t earl of Lei elter the fecond.-Could 
h. dropted acing evidenc~. III bis preface to on ave believed that it could. be 1,l eflary to in-
Tllomas Co(neille's E rl f Elrex, monfieur de monueur de Voltaire h lfelf, that Roi ert 

!tair llOw$ that the truth of hiftory has been y and the carl of Lei ncr were tho fame . 
grof iyperl'ened in that p·cce. In excufe he n I 
plead , that when Corneille wrote, th nob ire of • 

• · VOL, H. • • avotr • c -- • . - • -. • -

• • 

., 

• 

• 

•• • 

• 
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CHAPTE ~ • 
-, M' A F RED, prince of Otranto, b~ one fon and 'one daughter-: tbe 

. latter, a moft ,beautiful virgin, a -cd eighteen, w:as called atilda. 
Conrad, the fon, was-three years younger, a homely 'youtb, fickly, • 

. nnd of no pro'\1ifing difpofition; ye he was the darling of his father, who 
ne er 4how~cJ. any fymptoms of aJTeaion t o ¥atilda. Manfrtd !lad contraCted 

• 

, 

• 

• 

-

a matriag~ for his fan with the marquis of Vicenza's dau ltcr, Ifabell~; and 
0e d already been delivered y h.er guardians into the sand .of Maofr~d» 

. that he might celebrate tae wedding as faD as Conrad' Infirm ftate of health • • 
would permit. Man ed's impatience for i lia c 'r monial was remar ed by 

'!i' fil 'i1)': and n ig ours. The former, • deed, ap • ehending the verity 
theh' p~ince's difpofition, did not d, rer.to utter tbeir furmi s o!l tbis pre­

cipita. ion. . Hippolita, 'his wife, an amiai le lady,' did fome!!mes ventur to 
repref-en the danger of marrying their oolJr fan fa early, conlidering his great-
youth, and greater infirmities; ut fhe never l' ceived a her wer t an • 

•• re e8:ion - • • - • , 
• • • • • 

• 

• 
• 

· • · .. 

• 

• 
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r fieCti1'ns on her 0 fterility, who had$ivel\ him but one heir, i tenant 
and· (u eas were )e(s ~autious in their di 0 lrfes: they attributed this 
hafty VI< ding to the prince's dread of feeing accomplifhed an ancient pr -
phe.<;y, which wa faid to have pronou ceq, That !ht caJile {Hid 10r4fhip of 
Otranto jhot!ld pafl from t~e prifent fanUty, 'lI)heJ1eve the real ow~er Jhould be 
gf'lown too large to inhabit it, • It 'a difficu to' mak any fi nfe of'thi pro­
phecy; a~ ftill lefs e (y to conceive what i. had to ilo with th m arti 
queft~n. Yet thefe mrfteri s, or ·contradiC:l:ions, di not make the po 
adh~re the1efs to their opinion~· • 0 

'0 
0 0 • . . 

Young Conrad's bi,th-day was fixed for ~s efpoufals • . The comp y was. 
. affembled ip. the chapel of the ca~le~ and every thing read' ~or, begin ing the • 
, divine offi~, when Conrad.himfelf vh nfiSIirtg. Man{re, impati nt or- the' " 
'leaft doJay, and who had flot obfe~ved i fon r tire; difpitc ed on' 0 his 
attendants to fummtn he young prince. The fervant, who had not ftaid long 
enough to Gave croffed the ~ourt ;.0 Conrad apartment, came runnin b , 
breatijlefi, .in . a frantic manner, his eyes ftaring, and foaming at the mOll 
He faid nothing, but pointed .to the court. The company ere ftruck with 
terror and amazement. The princefs Hippolita, without knowing what was 

• • 
the matte , but ·~q.xious for her fon, f wooned away,M~nfred, . lefs ap.p e 
henfive than enraged at the p ocraftination of th nuptials, and at the folly of 
hi domeftic, aike4 Imperiou£ly, what was t e matter? The fellow made no 
anfwer, but cOJltinued pointing towards the court-yard; and at la ,after repeat­
ed qt'leftions put to Mm, cried O\1t, Oh, the helmet! the helm t! n tl e mean ' 
time fome of the cpmpany had fUp into the court, from whence was heard a 

.' confufed noife bf fhrieks~ horror, and furprife, Manfr d, who egan to be 
alarmed at not feeing his fon, went ~mfelf to get Infonnat' n of what occa­
£loned thi~ ftr'a.nge confufion. Matilda remained ef\deavouring .to affifl: her 
mether, and lfab \la ftaid for the fame purpofe, and to avoid £howin'g any c 

impati nee for th bridegroom, for whom, in truth, ihe had conceiv Jittl 
affi Cl:ipn. 

The firft thing h~ {huck. Manfred's eyes was a group of h's f~a."1ts 
deavouring t raife fom'!thing t~.t ppeared to him a mountain of fab 
phJmcs. He gazed without belie ing his fight. What are ye doing. cried . 
Manfred, rathfully: Where is ltly fon? A volley of voic s replied, Dh,. 
m lorp! the i e! the ptince 1 the helmet! the helmet! Shocked with 

t • 
L 
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To the Right Honourable 
• 

• • 

LADY • 
" . : M A &. Y 

-. 

c.. 

t 

C 

C 

l 

• 
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THE gentl tp.aid, whofe haplefs tale 
• Thefe m~lancl!oly pages (peak; 
Say, gracious lad}!) !hall !he fail 
To dra the te~r adown thy ch~k? 

<. 

No; neyer was thy pitying breaft 
Infenfible to hum~n avoes ; 
Tender, though firnt, it melts diftreft 
For weakneffi s it never knows. • 

• • • 
Oh! guard tbe maorvels I reI at 
Of feU ambit jon fcourg'd by fat~ 

" FroYl reafon's peeviih blame: 
'BI ft with thy [mile my dauntlefs fail· 
I dale eXQand H n y'8 gale, 

For fure ' thy fmll s are fame. 

t( (t 
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efe lam:f\table- founds, and-d~eadiug he knew not wh ,he adv:m~ed hafti .. 

. iy-But what a fight for~a.fath , s eyes.!-·He eh Id his .child a e~ to 
pieces, and almoft buried unc:1er , an euormous helmet, an hundr d ti 8 more 
large than alff cafque ever made fo:r .buman being, and fuaded 'with it propor-

t • • 

tionable quantity of bla<!k feath ;8.~. ' • . ' 
, . . . . '.. . . . 

• 

Tl1e hOrN>r , of the fp~a:ac1e, 'h~ ignoran~e of all around how Vlis m} for-
tJtne ilappened\ and at o . : U, the tremend us. phz~o • enon before hith~ too • 
awaY·lhe rince's fpeect Yet his fil~nc~ Ia d longer than even·~rief c uld 

•• " occafion. He bxed his eyes on hat he wifhed.in vain to believe 'a vifion; 
. ina feemed lefs attentive to his 1 s, th l,1' buried in meditation. on tbe fiupen-

, dolis o~ect that' ·ad occafioned it' 4 .He tQ hed, h~ examined, the fatal 
'caf~e ~ ~or cbu1~ even the bleeding ~ngied r .mains of the Y ng princ 
div t9rt t e ey s. of Manfred from the"ort~nt befor~ him. All who had.known· 
Ilis part ial fondoers fo'r young Co;rad, were as much ii p 'fe~ at their prince's • 
infenfibility, as thunderi ruck themfelv:es at the miracle of tke helmet. 

• flol·t:.y onveyed the di figt!red corpfe into t e haIt, wit 10tft re~eiving th~ leaft 
dTreCtion from Manfred. As little wa he attentive to the ladies ho re­
mained in the chapel; on the contrary, without mentioning the unhappy 
PQn"ec~es' his wife, and daughter, the firft founds that drop~ed from anfred's 
lips were, Take care of the lady Ifabella. • . ' . ' • 

The dome!lics, without obferving the fingularity' of this direction, 
,were guid by their affeCtion to their ·JIlifirefs to . confider it a pc-
~u1iarly addrefi'ed to her 9tuatioIl, and fl . to her a$ftance. They con­
veyed ' her t.p hor caarnber more dead than alive, and ' indifferent to al1 

• the firange circumftances f.he heard, cept the d ~th of her fan. Matilda, 

• 

who doted 011 er mother, fmothel"ed her own grief and a zement, nd 
thought of nothing but affifting arid comforting her afflicted paJ~nr. 1fa­
belb, . who had been treated by Hippolita like a daughter, ' .and Who ceturnc:;,) 

• that tendernefs with equa.J duty and affe6tio~, ~Tas fcar. e lefs ffidooue about • • 
the princefs; ~t the faille time endeavourin~ to partake and leifen the ;'cight 
<>; ~orro.w whic {he raw Matilda ftrove to \ upprefs, £ r wh6m n e ha con-

• , c hed the- armeft fympathy of friend Q:1i . Yet her own fitu tio could not 
.. help ~n<1ing its place in her thoughts. e felt no concern for tbe dea.t of 

young Conrad, exc pt commiferation; a~ fhe was not forry to be delivered · , 
f.-om a m Triage whi h had pro.lllifed her little. felicity, 'the rJr It ~er f. -

• 

. ' • 

.' 

• 

•• 

J • tin~d. 
• • • 

• • • • • 
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tined brtdegrool'h. :,. from the fevere temPir of Manfred, who., though _ 
hat! di~ngui cd her b¥'great indu]gen~e, haD r,mprinted her mind with ter­
ror, fr m his caufelefs ' rigour to fuch amiable' princdfes as Hippolita and ' 
Matilda. " 

While the ladies we~e c n"eyitgo the wr tchtd mOlber to ner bed, Man­
fred rema' led in the' <;ourt, 'gazing on the ominqps a(que, ancPregardjefs of 

( the ~~wd which the flrangen f8 <'f t le event had n w affemJ.?led roun~ hi " 
Th(e few • ords he articlllatocf tended" folely to enquiries, wheth r altY man 

. knew from , whence it could have come? (Nobody could gh;e him the Ie ft 0 

inform tion. However, as it feemed to betthe fole object of his curiofitr, it 
foon became fo to th~ reft of he fpe&ators, whofe conje • res were. s abfurd 
and impr~able as the cataQ:rophe i f6ilf WAs unpreceden!ed'! · In th.e • ~l ft of 

• their finfe1efi gueffes a yo~.ng pea[,\ot, wh m rumour'had dra~n thit er om 
«: a neighbouring vilklgfl) ob~erved that the iniraculous helmet w~s exaaly i.ike 

that on th~ figure in black marble of Alfon[o the Oood, one of their fi)rmer . 
princ.es, in the ell rch of St. NighoJas. Villain : What fayeft thou ~ &'~d o 
Manfred, ftarting from his trance in a tempeft of rage, and fcizing the )luang . 
man by the collar: How da,reft thou utter fuch treafon? Thy life :Chall pay 
for it. -rIle 'fpeClators, who as · little comprehended the ~au[e of the princ.t's . 

C " 

fury as all the reO; they had {; en, ~e~ a~ 'a 10fs to nravel this new circum-
fiance. The young tpeafant himfelf was ftill more aftoniilled, not ~onceiving 
how he had offended the prince: yet recollecting .imfelf. wit~ a mixture of ' 

. grac6 and humility, .he difenga~d himfelf from MaofI' d's gripe, and then,. 
with an obeifance which difcovtred more jealoufy of .innocence, than dif­
may, he atked with refpea~ of what he was guilty ~ Manfred, more ' en-

l 
raged at tbe vigour, however decent exerted, with which the young man 
nad !haken off his hold, than appeared by his fubm.ffion, o;desed his attend­
ant to feize him, cand, if he had not been withheld by his friends wh~m he 
had invKed t.o the nuptials, would have poigflarded the peafant in thei arlllS. -

. . . 
Du~ing this altercation fame pf the vulgar fpeaatars had run to the great 

church which it od I1ear the caffie, and came back op -mouthed, diclari, 
the helma Wa.'I miffing from Alfon(o'~ £latue. Manfred, at this news, gre 
petti tHy fmntf~; and, as if he faVght a fubjea on which to vent the tsmpeft 

• within him, he ru!hed again on th~ young peafant, crying, Villain! monfter ~ 
' !a erer!O 'tis t~Uc pail flainc my ,fan! The mob, who wanted fome obje 

~ • l 6 within 
l ( 

t 
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• itl in th~ {; ope of their capa hies on whom th y mi t difchar .. th ir b .. 
- ~Yil er d re lfonin s, ea 19b t e rds from the out of their td, • a d 

're-echoed, Ay, ay, 'tis he, tis he '; he h s .fto en the helmet from good 
,Alfonfo st . b, and dallied out th brains of ur young' prince 1 h it:-

• nev r r fleeting how ormcu th difproportion was bet ee tbe m hIe 
h Imet that,h d een in th .cp.~rcb, · an~ at f el befor their ey s j nor 
bow i mpofIi:>1 it was -~ a yo th, fcemin y not t nty, to wic a piece of 
3l'mour of fo prodigi u a weigl t. . . ., • . - .. ... e.·. . · 

• • 
_ • - , . Th' folly of'thefe ejaculation brough Manfl~ed to himfi If: yet whether ,. 

'. PI' voked at he p~afant having fervod the rcfcmblan e uetween the two 

• • 

'h Imet~' and th r y 1 d to th farther .difcov y of th -aMi n f that in the~ 
·ch h; r wffur is to bury an' fr {h r 0 r under [0 imp rtin t a fu poti­
tio ; h gravely pro ounced that th y-qung man w s cert inly a necro!Dancer,. 
.lnd tl at till thee c urch courd tak~ cogniz nee of the . a irt. he would > have • 
the magician, whom the had tIm det fred, k pt prifoner under the helmet • 

, . 
• i f, hich he ordered lti attendants to' aifc, a d place -the young man un-

r it; declaring he ihouId be k pt ther without food, with which 1 i ' own 
infernal art might furnifh him • 

.. 
Ii was in vain for ~h~ youth to reprefent aga' nll: this prep ofterous fentence : 

in vain dhl Manfred's friends e deavour to divert him fro.m this favage nd 
. ill- grounded refolution. The generality wcr charmed with their lord's de­
, ci!Jon, whi:h · to th ir apprehenfions carrie great app ranee of julli , s 
the magician was to .be punifliCd by the v y inll:rument wi h which • e had 

,0fFended:- l\or were ey {hue with the le:tft compunction at the probability 
of the youth being ·ftarved, .for they rmly beli v.d that by his diabolical • 
frill he could. eatly fupply himfe1f withenutriment. • 

~ . . . 
fred thu faw his commafl ds even cheerfully obeyecf . and .app intiIJg a 

guard witb ftriCl: orders t prevent any food being conveyed <0 the prifoner, 
he <iifmi!red .is friend and attendant, and i etired to hls 0 n chambe' , after 

, . 
1, i:.kL the gat~s of he caftle, in which. h fufFlred ne but is do ftica 

• t remain.· ' • 
-- • . . , 

In the mean time, the care and zeal of the young ladies head brought the . 
princers Hippolita to herfelf, w amidft ~be tranfports f er forr w •• 

VOL. I . D .· fre uently. J 
e • e - . , • 
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f~equev.tly demand news of her lord, woul4 have dif!1lifred he attendant" 
to watc over him, and/ At la enjoined , Mati '" to leave her, and vifit and 
comfor her father. Matirda, who wanted no affeCtionate duty to Manfred. 
tho.ugh ihe trembled at his aufterity, ob ed. tl~ orders of Hi alita, whom 
{be tenderly recommende to Ifabella ; .~l1d.£nqui~~ng of the domeftics for 
her father, was inform d that he as retired. to.11is c amber I and' had com .. . c. · 
manded tMt nobody (hould have admitta~ e to him. Conc1uOing that he . 

r . • 
was ~merfed in forr06lV for the d ath of her ' broth~., and fearing to ene 
his -tears .by the fight of his fore remaining child, fhe hefita~ed 'Whether !he 
!hould break in upon his affliClion; yet folicitude for him, backe~ by th Q . 0 

commands of her m~ther, encouraged herfto venture . dlfobeying th or ers. 
lie had given; a fault {he ha nefer been guilty of b fore. T?e gen!le ti'mt .. 

[ . dity of h • nature made her paufe fot for1le minutes at pis ~oor. $h~ h~ara 
him traverfe his chamber backward ancf £ rwar s w,ith d'for61ered pf;,~ 
mood which increUed' her apprehenfions. She was however juft going to 
beg admitt'Unce, wh;n Manfred fu4denly opened th! door;' and as it was I\oW 
twilight, concurring with the diforder of his mh~d, he did not ' dHhng'lll . 
the perfon, but afked angrily who it was? Matilda replied trembling, My 
deareft father? it- is I, your daughter. Manfred, ftepping back hanity, cried~ 
Begone, f do oot (Want a dauahter; and7 flinging back abruptly, c1appecJ die 
door againft the terrified Matilda. 

o 

She was too well acquainted with her fatlier's impetuofit .to ventOre a 
fecond intrufion. When fhe harli a httle recovered the {hock 0," fa bitter a ' 
receptton, llit wiped away her tears, to prevent the additional ftab ~hat the 

(' knowledge of it would give to Hippolita, who queftid'ned her "in the maR 
anxious terms (')n the health of Man d, and how he bore Pis lofs. Matild'a' 
affur-ed her he was well, and fypported his misfortune with manly fortitud'e. 
Bl1t will he not 1 t me fee him? [aid Hip~o1ita mournfully: Will lie ll?t 
permit me te blend my tears with his, and filed a mother's farrows n the 
bofoO\.,of her lord? br do you ~ceive me, Matil&.? I know how Manfred 
aoted on his fan: Is nc..t the fttoke too h avy for hi'm ~ H~s he ' not funk 
under it ?-t ou do .dot anfwer'i:t: me-Alas, I ' dread t e wo it ~-R ife m~" 
my maidens: tJ will, I will, fee ~I ~rd, Bear me to him inftandy; he 18 

de~rcr to me even than my childmn. Matilda made figns to IfabelJa to pre-" . ' vent Hip' ~1ita's rifin.,g i and bot}fl thefe lovely young women were ufing 
(' the'r {¥:ntle vlalef.r e to !top and ca.lm the princefS, when a fervant on ~he 

( 

part 
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of M nfred arrived, and ~ told Ifab~lla that his I ~ demande to [peak 

with her. • •• •. -' .' 

" , With me ,.cried Ifabella. p~, (;' d Hippolita, r lieved by a mefi"age fi:om 
her lord: Manfred cannot fUPMrt t e fight of his own family. · He thinka • you lefs difordered th~n we'areJ'" and drea th !hock of my grief. Confole 
him, ~ear lfabella, an.d teli. him ! \\rill fmother my ~~n. anguifh ~ather than 

d to his, • '. • 
, . . .. .. -. 

• . . 
• • • It waa now evening i the ferva t who condu d If: bella bore a torch be. 

!o hel' When t~ey came to Manfred, who was walkjng impatiently about 
the gall y" he ft :'ted and faid haftily; Take -away th t light, and begone. 
'Tben !h~tting ' tli dqor impetuouf1'y., 'fl~ng himfelf upon a b~ch againft 
t~e -.valr, and l>a~e Ifabella Jit by.h~l1. ;She obeyed trembling, I nt for' • 
you, lady, faid he,-and then ftopped under great' a e ance of confufion. 
My lord !-Yes, I fent fi you on a matte of great mom t, ref! ed he :-

• • '. 1 • l1 your tears,, ' young ]aoy-you have loft your b idegroom :-yes" erue 
.. fate, and I have 10ft the hopes of my race !-But Conrad was not worthy of 
. your beauty -How! my lord, faid lfabella.; fure you do not fufi ea me of 
-n t ~ eUng the.-coQcern I ought? My duty and affeCtion wQuld have always-:­

Think no more of him, interrupted. M~nfred t he was a fickly puny child, 
and heav~n has perhaps taken im away that I might :10 truft the hono!lri 

f my houfe Qn fa frail a foundation. The line of Manfred calls for mlln • 
·raus fuppo s. !vIy foolifh fondnefs for t t boy blirftled the eyes. of my 
prudence-but it is better a it i::. I hoper in a few years to have re fan to 
rejoice at the death 0 Conrad. ' 

I . 
Wor.ds call1'lOt paint th'e aA:onilhment 0 If: bella. At 11rfi. a1~ apprehended 
at gtief had difordered Manfred's underftanding. Her ,next th011ght fug-

• 

• 

geft that this firange difcourfe·wa defigned to enrnare her: £he fel\red l.:lt 

Manfred had perc ived h r indifference for is fan: a~d in ·conr. qu cc of • • 
that idea {be re lied, Good my lord, do nol doupt my tendernefs j my' heart . .' auld Jta¥e accomp ied my hand. Gon d would ave engroffed all my 
care; 'nd wherever fate !han difpofe a e, I !hall always • ed \ his me· 

• mary,. nd regard your highnefs and th virtuous Hippolit a my pare ts .. 
Curfe on Hippolita! cried Manfred: for et her from this moment, as I do. • 

• D z · • • -Ill •• 

• 
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ilio , lady, yo' h~ve miffed a hufband undeferving of your ch rtns! the 
ilia no De 'tter difp ed of. Inft a of a, fi kly boy, you !hall have a 
huIban 'n the pri e of his age, who will know' how to ~alue your beauties, 
an who may 'pea a numerous off: ill .Al, my lord, {aid Tfabella, 
my mind is· t 0 fadly-eng_ciTed by the c t, ropl e in 'your family to 
thin of qnother marria e. ff e. my fat er'-retur ., and it Ql II e his 
pleafure, I:fuall obey, .as I did when I COL Ii nted to g' e my Win t .. your 

• • fon . ~lt until his ret rn permit -me to remain un r your hofpitable roo, 
and employ the melancholy ho~rs in ~['uaging yours, HipRolita'8, and the 
fair Matllda's affiiCl:ion. .. 0 

• e' 

I defired you once before, f!id l\1artfred angrily, not to i1ame that }Voman ; 
~ from this • ur {he muA: be . a ' fttanget to you', as 1he JDu'it be to, me :!...-.in' 

iliort, :tfabella, finee I cannot gi ye you fu {on, offer y u myfelf.o- ea" 
ven ! cried lfabcna~ king from her delufion, what do I hear! You, my 
lord! You'-: My father in J~w! t fath!!f of Conrad! the hu!b:tnd Qf ,t e 
virtuous and tender Hippolita ~-I tell you, faid Manfred imperioul1y.: lB- ( 
polita is no longer my wife; 1 divorce her from this hour. T 0 long has fhe 
curfed me by her unfruitfulnefs :. my fate d pends on ha ing fons,-and this 
night I tru'n: will give a new date to my hope. At thofe words he feiz d ' . 
the cold hand of Ifa?ella, wlio was half .. dead with fright and ho ,ror, She 
futieked, and flarted from him. Manfred roCe to purfue her; when the moon, 
which wy now up, and gleamed in at the oppofite cafement, efented to his 
fight tl)e plumes of the fatal he m t, which rofe to the height ~f the win- '. 
dows, waving backwards and forward in a tempeftuous manner, and accom-

(I panied with a hollow and ruftling found. Ifabella, who atheted courage 
from her fituation, and who dread~dtnothing fo much as Manfred's pur{uit 
of his declaration, cri ed, Look, my lord! fee he.aven itfelf dtclares.againft 
your impious int tions ~-Heaven nor hell {hall impede my defigns, fai c-

anfred, advancing again to f: ize the princefs, At tliat inftant the ortrait 
, & Qf hi ~grandfather, ~hich hung G>ver the bench where they had beer fitting, 

uttered a deep 1igh and hett;ved s breaft. Ifabella, whofe b ck was turnep 
to the piCture, fa not the moti~n, nor knew whence (he found cace, but 

• flarted an faid, Hark, my lord !l t found was that? and at the {artie 
tinfe made to ards the door. tlanfted, diftraCled between the fli~ht of (I' 

ro Ifabella, who bad now reached thct .frairs, and his inability to keep his eyes 
\ c ' : from 

, ( ( 



• 

• 

OF 0 T A TO: 
• • • 

,. 
2.{ 

• • • 
irom tbe plcture, bicb began : to move, had howeve ' ad\tanced to~e fiefs 
after ber, frill looking bpc v rds o~ the portrait, . when he Saw it quit Its 
pannel, and defcend on the floor with a grave and melancholy a'. Do I 
dream? cri Manfr d tetllrni~g, .or are t~e devils themfdves in lea ue 
againft me? Speak, in£·rnal fp • r 1. Or, if thou :rt my grand fire, why doR: 
thou too confpire agai ft thy. w tched d ~ nd~nt, who too dearly pays for-

re ~e cou finiih theefe tenee e vifion' fighed again, and m~e a fign to f·. . " tv1an~ cd, to folJow him.- Lead on! cried- Manfred j J will follow the ~o the 
gulph .of perdit~on. The fpeare mnr·ched fe t 1y, but dejea:ed,·'to the- nd 

• 

• • '0 of the Hery, and turned into chamber on the right hand. Manfred ac­
. ~orn ni d him at a little diftan ,full of anxiety and horror, but refoIved. 
••• • 

.' As he ~ou)d hav" entered the cham r, h door was cIa ped-to with vio-
'len by n jrivi Ie. hand. he rinee: ~olleain g courage fron\ this delay, 
wo ld a e f, rcibly burft open .th Qr with his foot, but found- that it 
•• • • • 

refifted his utmoft efforts. Since hell will not fat' fy' my curiofity, faid 
~nfred, I will ufe t~1e lfuman means in y po:ver for refervi my race j 

. - f>ellq ihall not efcl.l e me. 
That lady, whofi refolution had given way to terror the moment fhe had 

," q it,ted Manfred, ponti.ciued her Bight to the bottom of th princip~l ftaircafe. 
'There !he {topped,. not knowing whither . to ' direa: ,her fteps, nor how to 
efcape from the impetuofity 0 'he prince. Tl gates of. he caftle ih kn w 
were locked, . and guards placed in the court. Should fhe, as her hea t 

. prompted er, go and prepare Hippolita the cruel -deftiuy that !lwait"ed 
her, {he did not- doubt but Manfred would- feek her there, and that l\is vio­
lence would- incite him to dQuble the injury he meditated, without leaving .. 
room for them tp avoid the imp tuofi of his paffi'oo. Delay might give 
him time to, BeCt on th horrid mea[ure·s he. ha conceived, ot produce feme 
eireu ftance in her favour, if ihe could for that night at lealt <lvoid his 
odio purpo£ ,-----Yet where · conceal herfelf! How av id tl1e p r[uit l.c 
would infallibly make th ughou't the cam As thefe hought paff"e rapid- • 
ly through ht! mind, "{he recollected a fub rran ous pa{fage which led from 
the a Its of the caft to the hurch of fai · Nicholas.~ Could the r :ch the 

• e 
tar before {he was overtaken, {he kn:w yen Manfred's viol, nce would not 

• dare to profane the facrednefs of the p1ace and fhe determiged, if no 0 er 
means of deliverance offered, to fhut her If up for ever among the holy -yir- • . - . . . . • • • _ g s, 

• • 
• • • 

• • 
• • • 

• 
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gins, who e convent )flas contiguous to the cat.chedral. 
fe~zed ;. l!mp that burned eat the foot of the Q:ai('cafe, 
the fecre(. paifage. 

• 
The Iowa part of the caO:le was hollpwe into ~wt eral intricate c1oifters; 

and it was not eafy for one urttler much an;ciety to fi.p.d the door that open­
ed into .the £avern. An' awful filence reig d throug'lout thofe f; b e rat}eoos 
regions, except now an· then fome·hlafts of wind tha !hook t~e domes ih~ ha . 
yaJJe'cf, and·which grating on t e rufrj' hinges were re-echoed through that 
long labyrinth of darknefs. Every murnwr {huck her with new t(¥"ror;-: • C! 

yet more!h dreaded to. hear the wrathful voice of Manfred ur iug 2is 60-
meftics to purfue her: She trem as fof(ly as impatience VI • ld give h r leave; 

{-yet freq ntly ftopped an9 lifte~ed 0 heari~ !he was foll w·d. ]~ one of ' 
thofe mt)ments the thought lhe hear~ a ftgh • . Sht fhudder~d'fand recoil d ~ 
few aces. In a mDIMnt fhe thought . lhe heard ° the ftep of fome perfon. 
Her blood furdletl; ihe conclud d it was Manfred Every fuggeftion that 
horro~ could infpireerulhed into hei· mind. She condemned her rafh cUio'h~, ( 
which_had thus expofed her to his rage in a place where her cries were not 
likely to oraw any body to her affifianee.-Yet the found feemed not to come 
from behin\! ;-if Manfred knew where {he was, he muft have followed hel': ' 
{he was frill in ooe of the clomers, and tl, e fteps fhe had h~ard were too °dif. 
tin to proceed fm~n· the way {he had come. Cheered with this reflection. 
and hoping to find :l friend in whoever wns not the princ~ ; ilie was going to 
ad allee, when a door that ftogd a-jar, at fome diftance to the left, was , 
open d, gently; but ere her lam " which lhe held 'up, could difcover who 
opened it, the perfon retreated precipitately OQ feeing tbe light. • 

, '1. , 

Ifabella, wl~om every incident wis fufficient to difmay,. h~fit ~ed w.hether 
{he {hould proceed.. Her dread of Manfred foon outweighed every other 
terror. ;rhe ery.circumftance of the perron avoiding her, ga.ve her a ~rt of 

c ~ courage. It ccfuld 0 ly be, fhel\thought, fome dQmeftic belonging to the 
caftle. Her ge,ntlpnefs had neve raifed her an enemy, and eonfcious inno-. 
cence made her hop.e ~hat, unleii fent by the prince's qJ"der t~ feek hJ!r, hi~ 
f.ervaots \VE)uld rather aiIifr than pr ~ept her flight. Fortifying herfelf wit 
there refl ctions, and believing, by ~11at {he could obferve, that {he w~ near 0 

tthe mouth f tIle fubterraneous ca.rern, fhe approached the door that had 
l 

( 

I. 

• e 
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~een opene ; but a fudden gu~' of wind that met her at ~e cloor cxtin uiIhed 
her lamp, and left her in t~a~ dark3efs. • •• .. 

• Words ca oot paint the horror . f the princefs's Gtuation. Alone in fo 
difmal a place, her mind imp;iQ!ed ~ith all the terrible events f the d~r, 
hopelefs of efcaping, xpeCl:ipg .every mo ent·thl arriv I of Manfr d, and 
far frQffi tr ,uil on kn<1willg ~e Itvas withrn reach of fomebddy~ {he knew 

,. 

'Ile>t "'1hom, wl}o for· f~ e eaure feemea concealed: ther abouts, afl . there ~ • 
thougqts crowd . d on her diftraCl:ed m1nd, anti £he was ready to -fink l.l~der ,. 

. '. • her app h nGons. She d reffed.herfelf to evcliY faint in heaven, -and in­
~atdly implored their affiftance . • For a confiderable time ihe remained in an 
••• • agony elf defpair .• ' At lail, as foftly s was ,offible, llie felt for the door, .. 
'aml,ehav'iqg foul{ it,. entered t-rernblin int~ the yault from whe~e {he had 
he tIte figh: nd fteps. It gave ht!Pl" a ~ind of momentary joy to r ive

e 

a~ imp~rfeCl: ray of cloudeJ moonChine gleam from -th roof of the vault" • 
which feemed to be fallen. in, and from wh nee hung a frc gment f earth or 

- b~HI i ,.£he could not diitinguilh which, t'1at appeare ' t have b en cruLhcd 
i~w.ards. She advanced eagerly towards this chafm, when ilie diIi r d a 
huma.n form ftanding clofe againft the w 11 . 

• 
" . 

She 1hrieked, believing it the ghoft of her b trothed Conrad. The figure 
advancing: {aid in a fubmiffive . oice, Be not aJarmeu, lap,r; I will not j.o" 

jure you. Ifa ella, a little encouraged by the word and t ne of voice of the 
ftranger, an~ recell cling that this mufi: be" She perfon ho had opened the 
door, recovered her fpirits eQough to reply,· Sir, wlloevcr YOli are, taT.e pity 
on a wretched princefs fial)din.g on the bri 1k of defiruCtion: affifi: me to .. 
dcape from this f: tal caftle, or in a f; w moments f may be made miferable 
for evet:. A}'! faid the ·ftranger, what can I do to affift yuu r- l will di' in 
10ur clefenc~; but I am uhacquainted with- the callie, ,and, want·----Oh ! 

• {ala Ift bella, hafi:ily interrupting11irn, help me but to find · a trap-d or th t 

• 

• 
, . 

• 

muil: be hereabout, and it- is the greateft fer . cc you cal! do me; fol' I have • • 
• • 

nft a mi'nute LO lore. "Saying thefe words 1jte felt about on the pavem nt', 
at)o dir aed the Lran er to fcarch likewife~for a fmo h piece of bra in .. 
cl fed in o~e of the ftones. hat, faid. ,is the lock, whi h o!'ens with 

. a [prio , of which I know the fecret. If can fiod ~hat, I foay efcape if 
not, alas, courteous fi:ranger, I fear I alall. } ave in~olved" you. in my misfor- • 

7 ...: ... tun • • • 
• 

• . . 
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tunes : ~1 f1' d . wi11 fufi eCl: you for t e ac omplicc of my fljght~ and y t I 

iU £ 11.a 'ViClim to hi fentm nt. l' lui not my life, faid t'fie {hanger; 
• c • rind i will be fom comfort to lofi it in trying to deliver -Y0ll from his tyr n-

ny, Generous youth, [aid H bella, how all er r (iuite fhe uttered , 
thefe wor a ray of moonLhine fir aming through a ranny of the rU' l 

~bove {hone directly on t e ck It~ y'Ot1gft-;O , tr ofp rt! [; id Ifabell • 
here i tbe. trap-door! ea d takin out a I y, ihe chcd the li)ring, hic 
fiartit a Ide difcover'.d an iron rlng. Li up b door, (aid th princer~. 
Th Ural' er obeyed; ancl bt eath ppear d fome frone ftep defc nding 
int a vault totally dark, yr e mufi go down h re, f~id I[ab~lla: f, yow me; \ • Co 

clark and difmal as it i, w cannot mifs O.lr way; it leads direCtly to J:h'e 
church of faint ic~olas-B t perhttps, added the prirf~ers mod 1y, yml 

(; l,avc no Ie fon to leave the caftJe; nt)~ ha, ",' I fArther occau for your feryice; 
• in a fe.w ~inutes I £hall e ,fafe from Manfred' rage-~onJy let nie rtaw to 

whom I am fo mucl~ obliged. I will never quit you: fald t e lr~nger 
eagerly, tYI I have placed you in faD ty-nor thit me, prine fs , more ge­
nerous than I am : <though tou a1' my principal ca --The ftrangertVVa .. Hl- o 

terrupted by a fudden noife of voices that feemed approa hing, and, they foon , 
diainguiLhed thefe words: Talk not to me of necromal1cers; I tell you fhe 
mua be tn' the came; I will find her in fpite of enchantment.-Oh, h a­
vens! cried Ifabella, it ii the oice of Manfred! Make haile, or we are ruin­
ed! and lllUt the rtra}1-door after you. Sayi g this, the defcended the fteps 
predpitately; and as the ftranger haftened to follow her, he let the door flip 
out cf his hand : itoD 11, and th {i ring elofed over it. He t:ieg in vain to 
open i~, not having obferved Itc.bella' method of touching the fpring, nor 
had he many moments to make an effay. T.he noife 0{ the falling door had 
been heard by Manfred, who, direCl:G.d by the fop.nd, haftened thither, at':' 
tended by h~ fervants with torche. It mull: be IfabelJ~, cried Man~red be­
fore he entered th~ vault; the is efcaping by the fubterraneous ' paffage, but 
!he cannot have got far,-What was the aftonithment of the prince, ;wben, .. 
inftead of Ifabl!lla, the light of ~e torches difcove ed to him the young pea- 0 

fant, whom he thought confitt~d under the fatal helmet! Traitor! fa'd 
Manfred, how came rhou her ? I thought thee. in ~ut'ance above in t~e 
court. I am no traitc5r, replied t oung man boldly, nor am I anfweral:Ue 

( l 

fot your thouJ\hts. P(efumptu0tt" villain! cried Manfred, doO: thou p'fovoke 
(, my wrath? T ell me; how haft tJoou efcaped from above? Thou haft cor-

5 ~ t rupted 

(; 
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• pted thy uards, and their Ii es" 1 anfwer it. My pove~ty~ faid tt e p'e 

fant cillmly, will difculpat t e : though the miniYters of a yrantfs wrath, 
to thee they are faithful, and but too willing to xccute the order , which 
you unjuftl impofed u on t e . • Art thou fo hardy as to d 'e my v n­
geance? faid the prince-but t tur £hall for~e t e truth from thee. Tell 
me, ~ will know thy- CCOI pJlce. Tlie~ was my acc0mplice! [aid the 

Youth·fmiling· , and p 'ntit1 to t e roof. Manfred ordered the to· hes to be 
• •• • 

1 ld up, and p rceived. that one of t e chee s of thl! enchanted qu ad 
• forced -its way ~hrough the pavement of the court, as his' fervants had let it 

• '£ 11 •. over· the peafant, and had br~ken through into the vault, leaving a gap 

I' 

• 
• • 
• 

hroug ~hich the. peafant had pretred himfelf fome minutes before he was 
found by Ifabell ~ Was that the .way· 1;1y .w~ich thou didfi de~cend? faid 
Manfre<1 • • It was, faid tile youth. But what noife was that, fai Me nfred, • 
whi~h heard s 'I entered he cloiAer? 'A door c1appedj faid the peafant: • 
I heard it as 'well as you. What door? faid Manfred aftily. I am not ac- _ 
q'l~intf'd with your cam;. faid the peafa ; th' is the ~rft time ever en-

- t ed it, a,nd this vault the only part of it with~n whi hIe 'er was. BU,t I 
tell thee t faid Manfred, [vvifhing to find out if the youth had difcovered the 
trap-door J it was this way I heard the noife: my fervants heard it ,oo.-My 
lord,. interrupted one of them officioufly, to be jure it was t he trap-door, and 
he was g 'ng to make his efca e. Peace! blockhead, .faid the prince an-
grily; ifhe was going to efcape, how {bould he come o'n" this fide? I will 
know from hi own mouth what noife it w~s I heard. Tell me truly; . thy 
life depends·on thy veradty, My veracity' dearer to me than my li£ , faid 
the peafant; nor would I purchafe tIle nne by forfeiting the other. Indeed! 
young philoi"opher! raid Manfred contemptuoufly: tell me then, what waf) .. 
the noife I heard? Afk me what I can n'wer, faid he, and pu~ me to death 
infiantlr if I,tell you a Ii;. Manfred, growin impa~ient at'the fh·.ady valour 
an~ indiffi renee of the youth, cried, Well then, thou man of truth! an[wer; 

• ~a8 or -the fall of the' trap~door that r heard? It was, fai~ tne youth. t' was!' 
id the prince; and hpw· didft thOll come to know there was a tra door " 

h re? I faw th plate · of brafs by a gleam ~f mfJonfhine, replied l~e, • But 
w at t d IIthee it wa. lock? [aid' Manfre-d: How didft thou di£ over the 
fecret of opening it? Prmridence, that- d ivered me from t helmet, w s 

• 

• 

·able to' &reCl: me ,to the {pring of a lock, aid he. Providence lhould have • 
gone a little farther, and have pI ced thee ut of the reach of p1y r~fj ntme , • • 
faid Manfred: when Providence h.ad taught thee to ope h lock, it-aban. . ._4.J. 

OL. II. E · , • doned · < • • • • • • • 
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dm~ed etQee fqr ~ fo' l, \oilio did not k 0-\1\/ 'how to make ufe of<>its favour .' 
Why di(Hl thou not pur-Cue the path pointed COut for thy efcape? Why didA: 
thou fh t the trap-door before thou hadft defcended the fteps? I might aik 
yot!, my 1 rd, faid the peafant, how I, to llj' una~quainted e t~ your caf­
de, was to know that t fe . fteps led to atry outlet ? but I from to evade 
your qnellions. \Vherevcr thoG fteps l<'jfcr to, pe,rlfaps I fhoul d hn:¥'e ex':' 
plored .,the way-I could not have.been in ~ wor e fitu!tion than I was: But 
thec:tfuth l I let the thp-doo fall: ~our immediat arrival followed . • 1 hall 
given the alarm-w.hat imported it to me whether I was ·feized a . inute (\ 
fooner or a minute later? 1110U art a refolute villain for thy years, ltd M:n ... 
fred----yet on reBeCti"n I {llfp~tl: thou don but trifle with me: thou • lull hot 

{ yet told m~ how thou didll open ·t~e iock That I will {h~¥V .you, my lord, . 
• faid the peafant; and taking up a fra&ment of ftone . that had fall,n trom 

(' above: he laid himfelf on the tralJ-door, and h-egan to but n the piece of 
brafs that covered it; meaning to gain time for the e{cape of the princefs. 
This pre[~nce of mind, j oiR!ed wdhe franh.'l1efs of fhe youth, ftaggercg. M~.t:'.­
fred. He even felt a difpoGtion towards pardoning one who had been guil y () 
of no crime. Manfred was not one of thofe favage tyrants who wanton in 
cruelty unprovoked. The circumfiances of his fortune had given an afperiry 
to his temper, which was rtaturally humane;' and his V'irtues were always 
re.ady to operate, • ~hen his paffion did not ct.~fcure his reafon. • 

• vVhile the prince was in this furpenfe, a confufed noire of- voices echoed 
throu~ the dillant vaults. A~ he found approached, he diftinguifhed the 
clamour of fome of his domellics, whom he had difpe~[ed through the cafile 

r' in fearch of Ifabella, calling out, Where is iny lord? vVhere is the prince? 
Here I am, (aid Manfred, as theyc came nearer i .have you found the prin-
ce s? The f.irll that arrived repHed, Ob, my lord! I am glad we have found 
you.-Found me ! faid Manfred: have youJound the princefs ? We thou ht . I 

• 
we had, my lord, aid ,the fellow looking terrified-but-But what "ri " 
the pflnce: has {he efcaped ?- aquez and I, my lord-Yes, and Dieg ., 
interrupted the feco d, ~ho came up in ftill greater conft¢rnation-Spe k 
one of Y6)U at a time, .raid Manhed; I afk you, wher~ is th~ princers? e 
d~ not know C faid they both to~~h r: but we are frightened out of our 

~ wits.-So I think, blockheads, Cfaid Manfred: what is it has fca d yon° 
( l t~us ?-Oll, my lord! faid Jaque ,Diego as feen fuch a fight! your high­

( nefs would ~ot b&~eve our eyes.-Wha~ new abfurdity is this? cried Man ... 
l c fr~-• ( 
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red-Gi.v me a dir a an[\>y -or. by hcnven-\\"h , mi·! I'd, if ~t pl . 

your highnefs to hear me,· faid the poor fellow' 'Die a an -Y .. , l 'alld 
Jaquez, cried his comrade-Did not I forbid you to fpcak both a. a time? 
faid th pi: You, laquc., nf er; for the othcr fool feems more .dif~ 
traeled than thOll art; what is.we 1 tte,r? Mr acious lord, raid Jaqu z, 
if it lcafl your high f: to ke,t" me; Die 0 and I, .accord'ng to your high-
1 d;' order , went teuch fi - the young lady; but being co prehenfive 

, . 

t1at ~e might m eet th,·ghoO: of my young lord, y ur highnefs' fo·n God • 
reO: h~ foul, a h has not received chriftiall

e
burial-Sot! cricd ' Manfr:d ill -

, • ;l rage, ; s it only a ghoft then that thou hafl: feen-? Oh, worCe! worfe! my 
.lord ! ~ried Diego. I had rather' have feen ten whole ghofl:s. - rant me pa­
. tience! · faid Mnflfred; thefe bloekh a9 . di Taa me-Ou .. of my fight, 
. Di go ~ And th~T.t, Jaqu z, tell me it! Dne word, art thou fobeia? art thOl~ ' 
r.avTng.? TLOI w,afl: wont J.o have ' fom fcnfe: has the oth Jot fri Iltened . 
himfelf a.nd thee too? peak; what i it he fanci . " e l'as f<:I.:1\? \Vhy, my 
l~rd , replied Jaqu 1. trelnbling, I was go' 19 to Iell your. lighnef!, that fince 

• 

• ~e ca arnitous misfortun: of n y young lord, od r it his toul! not one of 
us your highnefs's faithful fervant) indeed we are, my lord, though poar 
men; I fay, not one of us has dared to fet a foot about the caille, but two 
t gether : fo Di go and I, thinking that my young lady 1 • ght be ttl the great 
gallery, ~eot up there to look for her, and -tell her your highnefs wanted 
fomethin to impart to her • ...!O blundt:ring.F ols! cried l'vlanfroo: an in 
the n ean tin {he has made h r efcape, bccau[e you were afraid of goblins! 
'Vhy, tho knave! {It ~ left me in the galle r ; I came rom thene leI£:­
For aU that, file may he th re .frill fnr aught I know, faid' Jaquez; 1:mt the 
devil {hall have m efore I {i ek her there again !-Poor Diego! I do not 
believe he will ever recover it! Reco'feli. what? faid Manfred i am I never to 
learn what .if is has terrified th {i rafcal ? But 1 lofe my tlI1;P. ; follow me, 
4' ve '! I will fee if {he is in *e gal1ery.-For 1 eaven's fake, my ul,;:lr good 
ord,· cried Jaqu z, do not go to the gallery! Satan hil Jfelf I b lieve is ill 

• 

• • the great chamber next ' the g.llery. - anfred, who hitherto hadt treated • • 
the terror of 'Ii fervants as an idle panic, \ firllcK at thi new circu fiat ceo 
. I.e reeoll&Cled the a~p:lrition of the portr • t, and th~ fudden clofing of the 
door at the end of th gallery-his i faltered, and he a cd ·with difor-

• der, tIN hat is in the great chamber? tvl r rd, faid Jaquez, when Diego 'and 
I cam into the gallery, he went firfl:, £. he faid he had more courage thana 
I S h . • ,,- -..I' . • 0 w en- we came 11 to the gallery, we fOl d nobod e look d unuer , 

E z • , ever . " 
• • 

• • 
• • 

• 
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eyery be~c~ and" fto~ ; and frill we fouT.\d ~body, .:.... \tV ~re al; th6i piClures i ~ 
thel r pla~es ? 'faid Manf~d. Yes, my lord, catf[ wercd Jaquez; but we did 
not thittk of 100kiI)g behind them.-Well, well! faid Manfred ; proceed. 
Wben we came to the door of the g at .. hamber" continu Jaqqez, we 
found it !h~t.-And coul~ not you o~n its! faid Manfred. Oh! yes, my 
lord, w ou Id to hea. yen 'VIe b;d ,qf>t '! replie~be--N ay, it was not I n ither, 
it was pi • 0: he was grown fool-ha.rdy, all,d wotlll g<a on, though I advifcd 

e hi ot,If ever I op a doo tnat is. !hot again":"" rifle not, fai MttnfrGd 
.Il fhuddering: but tell me what you faw in the great chambet on opening the II 

doot.-I! my lord! faid jaquez, I faw ~othing j I was behind Diego j­
but I heard the nOl ,-Jaquez, faid ' Manfred in a fol~ll tone 0' VOIcel) 

. tell me, I adjure thee by the touls pf my anceftors, what it was thou faweft; 
~ . what it w • thou heardeft ? It was Dfego faw'it, OJY lard,c <it ' was.n~t I; re': 

plied J aquez; I only heard the noi . mega ha<t no fooner opened t oar, 
( . , . than he cried out eancf ran back- I ran back too, and [aid, Is it the gboft r 

The ghoft~ No, n<;>, [aid Diego, cand his hair ftq.od an end-it is ~_ gia~, 

c 

) 

2-

I believe j he is all clad in armour, for I faw his foot and part of his leg, a"vd ( 
they are as large as the helmet below in the court. As he faid thefe words, 
my lord, V¥e heard a violent motion and the rattling of armour, as if the giant 
was rifing; for Drego has told me finee, that pe believes the giant was lying 
down, for the foot 3,!1d leg were ftretched at Jength on the floor. )3efore we 
could get to the end of the gall ry, we heard) the door of the great chamber 
c1?p ,hehind us, but we did not dare turn back t6 fee if the giaat. was follow­
ing uSc-Yet noW I think on it, ewe muft have heard him if he ad purfued ' 
us-But for heaven's fake, good my lord, fend for the chapfain and have the 

" cafiIe exorcifcd, for, for certain, it is enchanted. A y, pray <1'0, my lord, 
cried -all the fervants at once, or}fle! muft leave your highn fs's fetvice.- ' 
Peace, dotards! (aid Manfre~ and follow me; 'I will know ,wha~' all this 
meano. We! my lord !. cried they witlr ol1e voice; we would nDt g • up ,to 
the gallery for your highnefs's revenue. The young peafant, who h:l fioo ~ 

( C ulent, Clnow fpoke. tvill your J:flghnefs, faid he, er,mit me to try this ad/ 
venture? My life is vf con£ que e to nobody: I fear no bad &\nge1, and have 
offended po good one. Y0tfr b haviour i ahove you fecming, aid Man­
fre.d; viewing!. him with furprif61 and admiration hereafter I will reward 

c your bravery--but now, continu~d he with a figh, I am fo circumftanced, II 

that I dare truft no eyes but my own-However, I g,ive you leave 'to accom~ 
( \ • C 

JJany me.. , ~ 
Manfred , 

(, 
C) 

• c ( 
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Manfred, when he firfl: . fQJlowed Ifabella fro the ga1ler ,ha gon i-
rectly to the apartment of his wife, concluding the princefs had r ired thi­
ther. Hip elita, who .kne~ 's ftep, rofe with anxious fondnefs to tpeet 
her lord, whom fhe had not ii n fi ce the deat~ of their fon, ' She would 
have.flown in a tranu rt mi ed. of joy an grief to his bofom; but he pulhed 

, . .. ' . 
her . udely · off, .and. fald, .Whe,e is Ifabella? Ifab lla! my 10il ! faid the 

" 

• 
Q"fto '(hed Hippolita. . es, Ifabella; cried Manfr imperioufly ;' I. want , 
Habel, My .lord, replied Matilda; who perceived how mu his eha- ' •• 

I • .viour h d {hocked her moth~r, has not bee with us {ince your highnefs 
.fuinm"ned h.er to ,your apartmeflt. T 11 me where fh is, [; id the iJFinee; I 
'do not tvant to know where ~e has ·been. · My good lord, faid Hippolita, 

' yottr daughter t~ns you the troth:' Ifa ella left u by your corom d, and has ' 
I}O~ r 'urned iin<;e :-but, .my goo 10 , compofe yourfelf: retire 0 your , 
refl: : this difmal day has difordered you. Ifabella all ait your orders in 
the morning, What, h' n you know where {he is? cried Manfi d: t II me • 

• irectry, for I will not lC:fe an inftant-And y~u, wom·an, !peaking to his 
wife, order your chaplain to attend me forthwith. Ifabella, [; id Hi polita 
calmly, is retired I fupp fe to her chamber: {he is not accul10med to watch 
at this late hour. ' , Gracious my lord, continued {he, let e kno~' what has 
difturped you: has !fabella offended you? rouble me not with qucfrions, 
faid Ma.n red, but tell me w re {he is. Matilda ili~U ·call her, faid the 
priuccfs-fit cJown, my lord, and refl1me your wonted fOl·ti~ude.-What, art 
thou jealo of Ifabtlla, replied he, that l' u wifh to be prefent at otll'inrer-
view? Good heavens! my lord, f~ id Hi polita, what is it your " ghne[s, 
~eans? T :ou wilt now re many minutes are paffi d, {aid the cruel prince . •• 
Send your chaplain to me, and wait y pleafure here. At thefe wor s he 
flung out o~ the room in· fearch of lfabe la ;. leaving the am~ d ladies thun-
der- ruck with his words and frant' c deportment, and 1011 in vain conje -
t 'ur s n wha e was meditating. • 

• • • • • • 
Manfred W~ now returning from the va, It, a.ttended by the peaf~nt and a 

f .. w his fervants hom he had obliged accompa y him. He a cended 
the ftait-~afe without ftopping till he . a .ived at the gallerY1 at lC' door of 

• whic he met ippolita and her chaplain.. When Diego ha£I been difm' ed 
by Manfred, he had gone directly to the dncers's apartment with the alarm· 
cf what h bad feen. That , xcellent lady, . who no e th • ~an cd· . 

• doubte . • 
• 

• • • 
, 

• ., 
• • 

• 

, 

• 
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• 



.. , ' . 
30 , THf. C A. S T L E OF Gl T 'R ANT O . 

dpl1btcd ~f the~alit1 of the viGon, yet.. atYt~ d to treat it as a Qelirium of: 
theOferv:nt. ~Villing, ht>wev r, to fave her 10m from any additional ihock, 
and pr ared by a (cries of grief not to tremble t an.y acceffion to it j the 
determine to make herfelf the firft fact!fic if fate 11 d marked the prefcnt 
hour for their de(huCtion .• 'Difmiffing .he r,,~uct.ll t Matilda to her reB:, 'who 
in vain fued for leave t~ accompa~y 'her motbel\ and attended only by her 
chaplain, lIippolita had viGted the ~alle~y' .and .great.cha~nber": a~d now, 

c with mOor fcrenity of oul than f.ne had felt for ~ ny hOlU'S, !he m~t h!!.r. 
C C' lord, and !illured him that tb~ viCion° of the gigantic leg aQ.d foot was all a 

fable; and no doubt an iPrlprefiion mad~ by £ ar, and the dark aoo difma) ~ 
hour of thl! night, o~ the minds of his {; ~ants: She aljd the chapl~in flae:\, 

f 

examined the chamber, and ffiund erfery thing in the ufuai order. C 

- , . : • Go . • •• 

. .. MarTfred, though perfuaded, like hiS' 'vvife, \hat th~ vjfiQn h'ad bee 1'\0 

work of fancy, rlco~red a little from the tempeft of mind into which fo ' 
many ftrange event~ had thrown }limo Afhamed too of his inhuman trea~­
mentof a princefs, who returned every injury with new marks of.ter:fdern~(s (' 
and duty. he felt returning luve forcing itfelf into his eyes-but not lefs 
a!hamed of feeling remor~ towards one, againft 'whom he was' inwardly me­
ditating a yet mori bitter outrage, he curbed the yearning& of his heart, . a d 
did not dare to lean even towards pity. The next tranCition of his foul was 
to·exquirite villairfy~ Prefuming on the un aken fubmifiion of Hippolita, 
he flattered himfelf that !h.e would not only acquiefce with p~ience to a di. 
vorce, but would ob"ey, if it Wl,S his pleafure, in endeavouring 0 perfuade 
Ifabella. to give him her hand-But ere he could indulge this horrid hope, 

I~ he reAe.Cted that Ifabella was not to be found: Coming to himfclf, he gave 
orders that every avenue to the, caftJe <bould be ftritUy guarded, and charged 
his domeftics ~n pain of their li,yes to fuffer nobody'to pars ou .. The young 
p'eaCmt, to whom he {poke favourably, he ordered to remain in a [mall 
chambef on the flairs, in w ieh there wa a pallet, bed, and the ley 'of 

( • whichc:he tt)ok· away~himfelf, ieiling the youth he would talk with him in 
the morning. Then difmifing s attendant, a'nd heft'owing 3- fulIen kind of 
half-nod ~n Hippolit~: he retirel to his own chnmber~ , r. f\ • 

1 ~ 

c...{ 
( - f, 

• 
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• •• • • • • M ATILDA, who 'h~ 1-lipp ita's ord r bad retired to hcr -:lJ'lCll'tment, 
• . ' was ill:difpo[ed te take any re1l~ Th ocking 'fate of her oth . had 

• ' deeply affeaed' her. She was furprifed at not feeing Ifabella: but the 
ftrange 'words which bad fallen , rom ber father; and his obfcure menace to 
athe prf efs his wJfe, accoI11panied by.the m furiou behaviour, had filled 
het:.gentle miRd.V'ith terror al1d alarm., She waited anxioufly for the return , 
of iaoc) a young damfel that att nded her, whO! £he had fcnt to lear 
what was bectmc:! of Ifabell\. Bianca foon appeared. a~ informed her mif- • 
trefs of what £he had gather d from th fervants, that }fabella W\S no where 

• ~Q be "und. She related. the adventure 0 the ung pe [; nt, who had been 

• 
• 

ifcovered in the vault, th ugh with many fimple additions from the iI ohe­
rent accounts of the domelHcs ; and fh dwelled principally on the gigantic 
l~g nd foot which had been feen in the gallery-chamber. T is laO: cir­
cumfiance had tel'rified Bianca fo much, that lhe was rej ced when Matilda 
told her hat file would not to reft, but would "\i FC? till the prin~cfs 
{bowd rife. .. 

• • • • • • 
The young princefi wearierl herfe1f in c "jeCi:ures on the flight of .fabella, 

and on the threats of Manfred to her mot r. But what bufinefs could he 
• a • 

have fo urgent with the chaplain? faid Matilda. Does he intend to have my -.. 
brOther's bod,y interred privately in t~e. chapel? Oh! madal1l, [aid Bianca, 
now . I guefsa As you are become his heirers, he is impatient to have you 
ma.rr1ed: he 'has always been ravIng for more fon ; I wa~rant he is .no 'w' im­
patient for grandfons. As fure as I live, madam, I 11 fee, you a bride at 

• 
• , . 

• 

.. 

I aft. Good madam, you won't can off Y0i" faithful Bianca: you w~'t put ' • 
Donna Rofara· vver me, now you are a grMt priftcefs ~ 1\'ly poor Bian a, faid . ' ~ 
Matilc1a, i40w fall yotlr thoughts amble! r a great princefs ! ~Vh81 haft thou 
f(!en in Manfred's behaviour unce my- bt-bther's death that ~fpeaks any, in-

• creafc of toodernefs to me? No, Bianc~, his heart wall e'\Ter a ftranger to. 
me-bu~ 1 e is my father, andJ mun n~t coinplain. N~2 , if l'\e~ven ~uts 
my fath r's heart againft me, it over-pays my little mer~ m' the tendtrnefs of ' 

S • ~ m ., • . 
• 

• • 
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1llf !Uothir-O~at ear mother! Yes, ianca, "tis there I feel the rugged 
temper of Mall red. I c:n fupport his harfiutets to me with patience; but 
it woun my foul when I am witnefs to his caufelefs feverity towards her: 
Oh; mada [aid Bianca, all men ufe t~eir i"ves fa, when th"ety ar weary 
of them.- And yet you Qbngratulated e btft now, faid Matilda, when you 
fancied my lather inten d to difi ' fe of m . ' *cul~ have you ~ gr at.~a~y, 
replied pia ca, come what will. I. do not willi t~fee yc<:>u moped in a· con: 
vent. eas y 11 would be- if you ad you,.r will, and iff: my ladt your mother,' 
who kn.ows that a bad huiband is better than no huiband at aU, d'd n9 hin­
der you.- Blefs me! what ~oife is that? Saint Nicholas forgive me' I wa 
but in jeLL . It is the.wind, faid Matilda, whiftling through the b-ttJlrments .~ 
i1'.l the towet above: you have ~eard it a tijoufand times. N~y., faid Bianca, 
there was n harm neither it'l what I fald: it is' no fin to talk of matri. on' ~ 
And fo; madam, a~ I wa faying; if my lord l\1anfred !bould o~er cyou a 
handfome young princ; for a bridegroom, you would drop him a curtfy, and 
tell him y6'u would rather rake tk-e veil. Thank " eaven! I am in np fuc . 
danger, faid Matilda: you know how many propofals for me he has reject 
cd.-And you thank him, like a dutiful daughter, do you, madam ?-But 
come, ma am; fuppofe, to-morrow morning he was to fend for you to the 
great council-chamlser, and th~e you £bould find 'at his elbo-w a lovely young 
prince, with large bla.ck eyes, a finooth wh~e forehead, and man~y curling 
locks like jet; in ihert, madam, a young hero refembling the piClure of the 
go d ,Alfonfo in the g,allery, which you 'fit and gaze at for hoUles together .. -
Do not fpeak lightly of that pi~re~ interrupted Matilda fighing: I know 
the ad~ration with which I look at that piCture is uncommon-but I am 

.... not in love with ~ coloured pannel. The charaCter of · that virtuous prince, 
-the veneratio~ with which my mother has infpired me for his memory, the 
orifons w~ich I know not why file has enjoined me t~ pour fortli at his,tomb, 
all have ;oncurred to perfuade me that fomel ow or other my deftiny i 'link::­
ed with fomething r~lating to him.-Lord! madam, how !bould that be? 
faid Bicfnca : r have always heard that your family w~s 1).0 way relat.ed to his: 
and I %.m fure I cannct.conct!ive hy my lady~ the princefs, ~nds you in· a 
cold mornlrlg, or a damp evening: to pray at his tomb: . s.no fa' t y the 
allIlJinack. rf ~~ou muft pray, wh't- .a8es not £be bid you addrefs yourfelf to 

,our great faint 'Nicholas? I am fur~ he is the faint I pray to for a hufoand. 
( Pe{,haps mJ min<,l would be lefs aieCled, fai Matilda, if my mother would 

· xplain -her reafons 8 me: but it is the myfliery £be obferves, that infpires 
f c .3 

~ 

l 
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n . ith t li -I know not. what t call it. A e ncv r a f1' Cll rke; 
:1111 fure there i fome fatal ecret at bottom-na .,- I kno ~ there i : in . her 

agony of ri f for my broth r' · d 'a 1 {h~ dropp d [0 ne \: rords that intimated as 
mucl .-On; d.e r adam, crie. Bianca, what were they? No, fai atilda: if 

arent lets fall a word, ~nd WI es T~ rec 1 d, it not for a. chilJ to utter it. 
\ h 't! ",ras. ihe forry t. wh~t4!b. had faid ' dked BI nca.--I am lrc, madam· 

• o~ ITl~lY truit Te.- ~h 'my o\vn little f crets, whcp I ~ave any, [ a, f id • 
Mat da; but n vel' w h my mother : a cMJd ought t have n ~a.rs ol- ey s •• 

• • {mt as ~ parent· directs. \Vell! be fure, ma;Jam, you wa b I'll to be a 

• 

'falot, faid Bianc'a, and there's n refining one's vocation: you will end in a 
· ·conven. at laft. But there i my lady r bella , 'ould not be [0 reIi rv d to me: 
fhe. win Jet me t k to her . of y.oun m~n; and \lyhen a handlom cavalier hast 
co e ttl the cafife,'{he has .owned t me that fhe wiihed your brother. COol' 

reIi m led pim. . Bianca, raid . the princefs, 1 do n t a ow you to m mion · 
my fiend difrefpectfully.. Ifabella is of a cheerful difpofition, bu. l1er foul is • 

r a: virtue itfelf. Sh knows you idle haobling bl1m~'llr, and perhaps ha 
now and then encouraged ii, tQ divert melancholy, and to cnli ren the foli ... 
tude in which my father keeps t1 '-. Bieffed Mary! aid Bianca ftarting, there: • 
it is gain !-'Dear madam, do you hear nothing ?-T~is caftle-is certainly 
haunt d !-P ace ', faid Matilda, and liflen! f did think I heard a vOlce-
but it mull:'be fancy; your teIfors I fuppofe h ve infe ed-me. Indeed! ·in-
deed 1 madaT, faid Bianca half-weep' ng with agony" I am fure I heard. a. 
voice. D s any body lie in the chamber J)eneath? fi id the princeu. · No-
body has dared to lie there, ·anfwcrcd Bi3 a, !ince the great a!l:rolo · r that 
was your brother's ~tor dro ned himtC!f For certain, madam, his ghoft . , 
nd the young prince' are now met i~the chamber below-for beaven's fake 

let II fly to our motherls apartment! I ·char e you not to ftir~ [aid Matilda_ 
If th yare fpirits in pain, we may eafe their ufferings by quefti0 l1 it1g 'th m. 
The'1 can mean no hurt t us; for. we have not injured them-an if tIt "Y 
iliould, !hall we b mo fafe in one h< ber than 1 another? R ch (: • • 

• 

• 

my beads; 'W :vil1 fay a prayer, amI th " fpe - to them. Oh, dear lady, 
I wou ~9t jpeak t a gh'oft for the world; cried Bian·ca.-A,s file fai thofe 
wprds, they heard the c (ement of ~h li,.le chamber below atirda's open • 

- I 

• Tb.ey iH:ened attentively, atld in few rni utes · thought they. heard a per'fon 
flng, but: could not diftinguilh the woru. This can be no evil fpirir, {aid · 
tbe princefs in a low voic : it- is undoubtedl one of tl . mily!...:.~pell the 
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/ « -window, rid "\ ihall kOJ?w the v icc.' I dar r not indeed, m~dam, fa:icI f 

Bianca. Thou art a very fool, faid Matilda, C opening the window gently 
herfelf. he noife the pril)ce:!i made w however heard by the perfon be 
neath, who itopped, and, they concluded, had eard the cafement open. Is any 
body below? faid the prirftefs: iff there" is, [peak. YeS, [aid an unkn wn 
voice. Wh~ is it? faid Matilda. llftranger r' phed tl{e"voic:e. What ftrat'Jged 

Cl faid lhe; and how ..didft thou come> there at "this unufu'al h,eur, when all th~ I 
~ g~te of th~tt:afile are locked? am nat here willingl , an[wered the vote -

but pardon me, lady, if I h{lve difiurbed lour reft: I knew' not th~t 1 wa 
overheard. Sleep had forfaken me: I left, a reftle:!i couch, and carne to' 
waftc the irkfome ho'urs withcgazing ,on the fair approaclf of morni ,- im": ' 

(patient to ~ difmiffed fro~ this calVe. c-Thy words and i<\~cents, faid Ma­
H1da, alte of a melancholy caft: if t~ou a[,t unhappy, I pity thee. If pov rty 
affiiCts thee, let m kn0w it; I will mention t ee to the princefs,.ltwhoC .. 
ben~£icent ul ever,melts for the diftreffec1; and ilia will re1ieve thee. I am 
indeed unhappy, faiH the fHangeI'; pud I know rfot what wealth is " but,,' • 
do not campI in of the lpt which heave,n has caft for me: I .am young an8 
healthy, and am not afhamed of owing my fupport to myfelf-yet think me 
not proud," or that . I difdain your generous offers. I will remember you ~ll 
my otifons, and will pray for r bleffin on your graeiou felf and your nobl 
mi-itrcfs- If I fig1;l"Hi.dy, it is for others, n . for myfelf. Now 'I have it, 
madam, faid ' Bianca whifpering the prince[s. This is certainly the young, 
peafant; and b'y my .;;onfcience p~ is in love !--Well, thi is.a charming 
adventure !-Do, madam, let us~ fift him. He does not know you, but 
takes you for one of my Jauy Hip alita's women. Att thou n.ot alhained, 
Bianca? faid th prince:!i: what rigllt have we to pry into the feerets of 
this young m n's heart? He [eerns irtuous and frank, and teU$ us be is un­
happy: are thofe circumfiances "that authorize us to make a property of. him? 
How are we entitled to his confidence? Lorcf! madam, how little yp~l .know 

. • oflove' replied Bian : why, 10 ers havc no pleafure equal ~o talking of their 
miftrefs. And would you haveVllt become a peafant's confidante? (aid the 
princets. Well then; let me talfk to him, faid Bianc : though I have the . . 
ho~our ofbei~ your highncrs'~, rn" i of honour, I was not alwa fo great · 
be~des, if love" level~ ranks, it r ,ifes them too: I have a refpeCt for any ., 

• young man in love.-Peace, £impl ton ~ faid the princefi. Though he {aid 
I I h was .. un appy~ i does not follow hat he filUfi: be in love. Think of aU 

• , ' ~ ili~ 
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• that has ftappened to-day, ao'd t'el me if there are n misfortunes but ;what 
love caure . Stranger, returl1ed the princefs, if \ hy misfo unes· have ~ot . 
be n occaGoned by thy own f~lllt, ~ nd are within the compars f t princefi 
Hippolita's -power to redrefi ,. r.."'il~ take upon m to anfwer tha fhe win b 
thy prot thefs. When thou di iffed from ilis caftle, rep ir to holy [; -
ther· Jerome at the c ent -a . oi, ling to ' e chure of faint N}chola, nd 
1pakl! thy fiory lino n '0 him, as far as t~ou thinkeft · meet: h ill, not fail 

' to inform the 41princef: who is the .mother. of all 'that W ot h.e aill nee. • 
, Farewell : . it is ·n t feernly for me to hold farther converfe with a man at this 

'unwonted hour. May the faints·guard the, graciou lady! r plied the p a­
. fant-l~t oh, if' ~ poor and wo'·thle!s. firanger might, prefume t b g a mi­
nute's audienceiarther-atn I fo . hap y ?-tt e cafement i not ,fhut-might 

• • • • 
I v nt re to a{k:-Speak quickly, !ai Matilda j' the morning d'wns apace 
fhou~dt th la~ourers om into the fi d and perc. iv uL·-What ·would£\: . 
thou a!k ?-I know not l.1ow-I know not if I are, faid th 'young fir nger 

• lteri g-yet the hu unity with hich'y u ha {pokel to me embold n -
ady! dare I truO: you ?-Heaven ! {aid Matild what dofi thou mean? 

with what wouldft hou truO: m? Speak boldly, if thy fecret i lit to be • 
e.ntrufr d to a virtuous r afr.-I wOl1ld a!k, f: id be p af: nt, ecoll ing 
himfelf, \vhether ' what I have heard from t e domefti s i true, th t the 
princefs i miffing from the ci tle? What imports it !hce t know? . re-
pli d Matilda. Thy firft word befi oke a prudent and becoming gravity. 

ft thou corne hither t ry into the fcc "ts of IVb.nfi d? Adieu. 1 h ve 
be n mifta -en in tllv".~aying thefe v . ~ fhe fhut the cali men .hafrily, 
without gi ,ing the ~OUl1g' man. t'.. to r ply. I had aCl:' d more wifely, faid 
the princefs to Bianca with fome {hal' ncf~ i I had I.et thee con erfe with • 
tl is p afant: . his i quifitivenefs fccms 0 a piece with thy owr •. · It is not fit 
for In. . t argue with your highn fs, repli d 'anea j but pel hap tl e queftions 
1.. 10 Id have ut to him, \\' u1 have be Xl mote to the rpoCc, tJ an thof 

• 

• • 

• • 

• 

you have been plcafed to a • him. Oh, no doubt, f:' 1\1atild' ; you ale 
• • • e , 

rery difcreet per onage! M y I know wh you would ha c afked nim ? 
by-flander of~~ {; e mo e' of the game tha thofe tha play, anfw red ia Cll. 

Does y'ouP higlmcfs think, madam, that J1is queftion about my l' y IfabeU 
• w the refult of m rc .curiofity? No:no~ ma.dam; there is ore in it tan 

you g~eat folks arc aware of. Lopez to me, that ;;\11 th • ferv'ants believer 
hi young fellow contriv d m, lady Ifabella's, efcap, - ~v, pr ,mad , 

, 2 • • obli rv 
• • • • • , 
• • • • 

'. • 

• • 
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obfetve-.-You' and f L~th know that y 'laJy Ifabella nevet' muth fancied r 
the prin e you;'bl'other.-\v ell! he is killed ll ' in the critical mi'nutc-I 
Olc 'nfe no ody. A helmet falls from the n on-fo my ]01\1 y r fath r fays; 
but Lopez ~d a..rl the fervants fay that this oimg fpark is a m~gician, and 
ftole it from Alfonfo's toml -Hav don wit ·thi~ rlla To 1y of rmpertinen' " 
f;lid Matild. Nay, madam, as ou pI e, cried ' anc<\-yet it is "vcry 
particul . t lough, that my lady Ifat~ella £h nIt! be in' I tbe very fame d" y/ 

e • and at tl~ young forcerel' lho Id be fQund at the rn<,uth of tl1e trap-oo-or-" 

c 

L , 

• 

• • 

I ,ccufe nobody-but if my young lord- ame hoaeftiy by his d ath ..... :...Dare ( 
not on thy duty, fil!id Matilaa, to breathe a. fufpi ion on the purity· of l1'1y' 

ar If. bella's fame.-;=Furity, ~r not .purity, faid Bianc~ gone • is: a ' 
. :Llranger is und that nobody know ~ y()U q,ueftion him l~u.r[clf: he t. 11s 

ou he is iei love, or unhappy, i is the lame thing-nay, he 0wned he ra~ 
• • unhappy about othe s; and is any Dody unhappf about anotH r, unlefs the 

are in love JVith them? And at the ve y next word .he afks innocently, poor 
foul! if my lady If&bella is ~iffing~-To be fure, aid Matilda, thy 0 :lfervn ' c 
tions are not totally w'thout foundatioa-Ifabella 8 flight amazes me: tb I 

euriofity of this {hanger is very particular-yet Ifabella ne\Ter concealed a 
thought fr m mc.-So {he told you, fa.id Bianca, to fith out your feerets ­
but who knows, madam, but his (hanger mly be fome pl'ince in difguifc? 
-Do, madam, let Jll~open the window, and Ik him a few Cjuefti(!)ns. No, 
replied Matilda, I will alk him myfelf, if he knows aught of 1fabella: he is 
not worthy that I iliovld c0nverfe 3,l'ther with him. She was going to op n 
the cafc ment, when they heard til bell ring at the poftern-gate or the came, 
which is on the right hand of the tower, wher~ Matilda \fly. . Thi.s prevented 
the prin efs from renewing Ghe convertation with the ftrangeI. 

• • • • • 
After continuing filent for foIhe time t I.am perfuaded, faid th'e to B' anca, 

that w!tatever be ~he caufe of HabelIa's Rig t, it had no un·worthy oti e. 
IT this {hanger was cceffary to it, Ole muft be fatidied of his. fidelity and 
worth. I Qbferved, did not j()u~ianca! that his words were tint1ured with 
an unc\>mmon infufio of pi ty& . It was no ruffian 8 fpeeeh: His phrafes were . 
becoming man of gentl birth. I told you, mada~, faid Bia a, that I 
wa . fure he wa~ f-orne prince in di gurfe.-Yet, {aid Matilda, if he was privy 
t6 her efcape, now w.ill you aceo t for his not accompanying het ill he • 

( fli t? Wley e~~Q0 himfelf pnnec;effarily a d rafh!t to my fatber's i-et nt-
c • me,nt ? 

c 
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• ment? As for that, madam ,' repl ied £he, if he oul get from J-l nu th 
helmet, he will find ways f eluding your father's ~uger. Ion t d ubt I ut 
he ha fom talifman or oth t," abou him.-You r folv cv ry thin in to Ini. 

gic, faid Uda-but a m' h~ has any inter our~ witl i n 1 ft irits 
do , n t dar t mak u~ ofth e tr eodou < od lywor i whi 'iL he utt r " 

id.ft thou n t bier ·with at ~ rvour ~e owedlo rememb r 111 to hea,' I •• • 
in h' prayers -? • , lfabella was undoubtedly cou inced of hi p ct ,-C tn- • 
• • • • me I e to di e pi ty of a young fellow at a da 1 that ~on~u to op ! ••• 

• fl id Bianca, 0, no, mad m; my] dy Ifab lla is of ~nother-gu efi mould 
• than i ou take her for. She u c~ ind d to fig~ ~Hld lift up her yes in your 
. om y, bee u {he knows 'you ar a f..liut-but wh n your back 

turned-You, wrong her, [; id . tild ; 1fa~ lla is no hypocri c: {he has 
• • • • 

du ii fe of.de otion, but never affeaeu a call h s not. On the cootr r , 
,{he akvaY!l C 9ated my tnclinati; n ~ f the cloifter: a.nd though I ·own the' 
myftery ihe has made to me of h r flight confoun s me ; though it ~ oms • 

• " j co Iftent with th<:: fri dfhip between ; I anoot ~ rg t the · dilinter {}- d 
· warmth with which ihe always oppo~ d my takin!:) tht: v il: ihe willi d to 
fee me married , though my dower would have b en a loCi t h r and my . ' 
brother's children. For her fake I ill believe well of this yo ng p a[; nt. 

hen you do think there is fome liking betw n th m? aid Bi nca.-Wh'le 
{he wa fpeaking, a fervant ca e haftily into the cham er, and told the ri-
cefs that the lady lfab 11a was fouod. W here? faid M~tilua. h has ta-
ken fanCtuary in faint Nichola. '9 church,_ repli d the fervant: father j er me 
has broug t the n 'IN ' himfelf: h i belo with his highncfs. Wh ! e is my 
mother? faid Matilda. She is in her own chamber, madam, and has n d. 
fo r you. 

. . . • 
• • 

Manfred h ad rifen at ' the firft dawn of Ii It, and gone to Hippolita' apart 
.mer\f, to enquire if ihe knew ught of Ifabella. hile. he wa q dUoning 
her, w ord . as brought that Jerome demanded to fpea with him. . /jfrcd, 
little fufpeCl.ing the caufe of the friar' ; rriv 1, and knowing he em- ~ • 
ployed by H' polita in lier charities, ord re h~m t be a itt a, i 

. to .eav e hem toget er, while he purfued is fearch after Jf: bel '1. 

bufinefs with me Qr the princefi ? ri~ Manfred. With th, r plie 
holy·mfln~ The lady Ifab lla- What of, er.? interrupted an red a rly 
.is at faint Nicholas's altar,. re ied Jerome. .That is n bufin of Hi 0-

• • li , 
• 

• 

• • • • 
• • • 

• 

.~ 
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lita, faid Manfred wit confufion: let sl,\!eth'~ to my chamber, father; and ( 
infor"m me ho {h came fhither. No, my lord, C replied the good man wid 

t an air of rmnefs and authority that daunted even the refolut Manfred, who 
could not heJp rev ring tl e faint-like virtues Q-f Jerome: my co tnifIion is 0 

both; and, with your hig efs's good-Ii 'ngr'in the prefence of both I {haH 
deliver it-But firft, my. lord, I lOluft interrQZtte tly prince s, whether a e 
is acquainted '\ ith the caufe of the Jady Ifabe la's retirement rom your calH • 

. -N, on ~ y foul, faid Hippelit~; cloes Ifabella Marge e with being · 
(' privy to it ?-Father.J interrupted Manfred, I pay due reverenae to your holy 

profeffion; but I am foven~ign here, and wf 1 allow no meddling prieft to in- ' 
terfere in the affairs of my dorneftic. If you have aught 0 fay, attr,tld m . 
to my cham~er~I do not ufe \0 let my wife ,be acquainted.w.ith the fee, et 
&ffairs of my ftate; they are not within a woman's province. My lorn, (aid 
the holy man, I am no intruder int the fecrets ~ families" My office is to 
promote peace, to heal divifions, to preach repentance, and teach mankind 
to curb their headfirong pa1Iions. I forgive YOUl{ highnefi's uncha)';itab{,e " 
apoftrophe: I know my duty, and am the minifter of a mightier prince than' 
Manfred. Hearken to him who fpeaks through my organ. Manfr d trem- ­
bled with r ge and alame. Hippolitfl.'s countenance declared her aftonilh ... 
ment, and impatiene to know hele thi would end: her filence n ore ftrongly 
fpoke h r oM rvance of l\1anfred. 

" r 

Th, lady Ifabella, r~fl1mcd er qt , commends h rfelf to both our high­
neffes; !he thank both for the ki dn fi with which fhe bas been treated in 
your ca!l:Je: ale d 'pI rc:; the I f: of your n, and her ow,n misfort;me in not 

ming th daught r of [uch wife and noble princes, whom ihe !hall al­
wa ys r fpe ~ a~ pare11ts: fhe prays for uninterrUI t~d union an~ felicity be ... 
twce you: [Manfred' col ur .:harig d] but as i i no longer polliJ.)1 for 
her to b "alIi d tQ you, {he entreat your c n~ ot to remain ill fanCtuarr till . 

. {h can I ,rn n ws her ather; l', b the certainty of his death, be 
lib rty, ith th~ appr lxltion of II r bU, rdians, to dlfpofe of herfeIf ill fui -

1.>1 rna ia c. I alull . v 1 b fuc& con cnt, f: id the prince; btft infift on bel' 
r t rn to t e caftl without delay: I am anf werable for her perf~n to her' 
gu rdian , (nd { .. ill not brook her ~it\g in any hands but my own. Your 

ighnefi will rec lIeCl: whether thatc can any longer be proper, replied. the 
fri Ii. I W;\pt RO monitor, faid l\1antred colo ling. Ifabella's condua leav s 

( .. 
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· room for · !hange fufpicions"":'and fthat young villain~ who wa& the 
accomplice of her fl ight, it dot the caufe of it-the caufe !,. interrupted J e- . 
rome ~ was a J10ung man the caufe ' This is not 0 be borne! cried anfr d. 
Am I to be'~earded in my ow palace by an infolent monk? Tl u art ptivy, 
I guefs, to their amoura. I woilld p Y to p eaven 'to clear up your uncharita­
ble furmifes, faid J er e, it Ul highn s were not fatisfied in your con­
ffien<!e ~lOW unjldl:ly~o~ accufe me. 1 dp pray to heaven to par on ,that un-
·clrari'tablenefs : ~ and I itnplore your highnefs . o Ieave-th princefi ttt pe in ·.. 

• • that holy place", where fhe is no; liable to be difturbed by ruch vain and 
-worldly fantafies as difcourfes of love from any man. Cant not to me, faid 
Manft'~, but retl1rn, and bring the p'rincefs .Io her duty. It is my duty to 
pre,vent her re~tVn hither, f~d J r0rlle. She is where orphan and virg~nsa 
areJ"afaft from the fnares and wiles ~f this world '; and nothing bu~ a parent' 
authority !halI- take her thence. I am fler parent, .cr· ~ 1Vlanfred, and de- · 

, mand her. She wilhed to have you for her parent, faid the friar; but hea- • 
• "v: n, tgat forbad that cnn'lexion, has for ver dPffolved 11 ties b~twi t you: 
: nd I announce to your highnefs-Stop! audaciou man~ faid Manfr d, and 

dread my difp1eafure. Holy fath r, faid Hippolita, it is your office, to be no _ . • 
r.efpeae~ of perfons: you muil: fpeak as your duty prefcribes: ut it ' my 

. duty to hear nottling that it pleafes not my 10 I fhou1d ear. I will retire 
to my oratory, and pray to ;he bleffed Virgin to inti ire. you wi.th her 11.01y 
counfels, and to reftore the heart of my gracious lord to its wonted pe. ce 

, and gentlenefs. Excellent woman! faid the friar.-My lord, I atten your • pleafure . . · 0 . .. ' 

(. 
• 

Manfred, aC(fompanied by the friar, palfer! to his ewn apartment; where · 
iliutting th .door, ' I perceive, father: id he, that Ifabella as acquainted -
you with my purpofe. Now hear my refol e, and ob y. Reafons of frate, 
moA: . urgent reafons, my own -and the fafety of my peoRle, delL,:! d that I 
fnould have a fon. It i in vain to expc~ an heir frQTn Hippolit<,t. 1 h:lve 
made choice ,f Ifabella. · You muft bring • r back; and you muA: 0 more. • • 
I know the :n uenee you have with Hip olita! ' her- co [cieoee is' your 
hands: e ~s, al1~w, a fault1efs womi..n: her foul is fet on av n, and 
{corns the little grandeur of this worl : ,.ou can withdraw. er from it.en­
tirely. Perfuade her to confent to the di lution of our mari-iage, and to re- . 
tire i to a monaftery-fhe 1hall ndow one if fPe will; a d}he have , he 

3 •• mean 

• 

• • • 
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m aqs of b in as li~eral to your ordet' fts {h.e or you can win1. ·Thus you ( 
will divert the calamiti s ttat are hangin over o~r heads, and have the me'" 
rit of favif'tg the principality of Otranto fr n .de!huB:ion. I You are prudent 
man' ; and t.J1ough .the warmth of my ternp~ DetT' y<'!d me into 'fo e unbe­
coming expreiIions, I hono r your virtu~ and wi~ to be . ndebted to . ell for 
the rcpofe of my life and he prefcpvation 0 ~ iami 

0> , 
" . 

T~~ wm of healllcn be done ' faid the friar. I artf but its worth efS in-
r 

ftrument. It· makes \.lfe of my tongue to tell thee, prince, ' of thy u'l'war- • r 

rant able defigns. The injuri s of the virtuou Hippolita haye mounte~ to the ' 
throne of pity. By me thou ¥t reprilllanded for thy adulrerous intea t1 n of 
re udiating per : by me thou art war¥d ot tp purfue the j llceftuotls de~gt1 
n thy contrac.ted daughter. -'.fIeaven, tha delivered her from thy fury, w en ­

the judgm nts fo r ceI\tly fallen on thy houfe oflght to have· infpire the 
with other thoughts, will continue to watch over her. Even r; a poor and 
defpifed fri~r, am ~ble ~o proteCt cher from thy vioience.-I, :linner a I a1}1, ( I 

and uncharitably ·reviled by your highnefs as an accorn lice of 1 know no 
what amours, fcorn the ~llurements with which it has pleafed thee to tempt 
mine hone y. I love my order; I honour devout fouls; I refpeCt the piety ' 
cf thy princefs-bu't I will no betray the confidence lhe re'poCes in me, nOl: 
ferye even the ca\}fe of religion by foul an linful compliances-But for~ 
~ooth! the w Ifare ·(!)f the !late depends on your highnefs having a fon. Hea-
v Q. mocks tbe ihort'lfighted views of roan. But yener-morn, 'ho[e houCe 
was Co ~ rreat, fo flourilhing as Mattfred's ?-Where is young Conrad now?--
My lord, r refpcCi: your tears-but I mean not.to check t~cm-Le them flow, 
prince! they will weigh more with hfl.aven towards the welfare of thy fub­
jefu, than a marriage, which, found~d on luft or ~olicy, couu.l nevc;r pro­
fper. The fceptre, which pa{fe~ from the race of Alfonfo to thine, cannot 
he prefe1;.ved by.,a \natch which the church 'wfll never allow. If it is the wiH 
Qf ,the Moft lIigll tha Manfred's Ilame muO: perifil,.refign yourfelf, my 10 d,. 

• to its dgcrees; and th U3 deL; rve ~ crown that can never pafs away.-Come, 
my lo~, I li.~e thi' Ii rrow-L t 1.\." return to the princef: : a1e lS not apprize4 
of your cr~el intentions; nor did I n an more than to aJarm you, You faw 
with what gent~ . patience, with wtiat efforts of love, ilie heard, {lie J;eje cd I, 

I' • • 

J1earing the extent of your guilt. know Ihe longs to fold you in her anns, 
.an aiTurc you of (her unaltetable affeCtion. Father, faid the 

c. 
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lftake my compunClion: tru : I hfnonr Hippolita's \tirtues; I think, h r a. 

farnt ·; and willi it were fop y foul' 1 ealth t t' faller the1mot" that ' lla 
united us. - But alas! father, you know not tbe biu(rcft of O)y pan ! It is 
(ome time t1 I have had fcr p ~n the legality of our uoioJl: Hippolita i 
related to me in the fourth deg -Ii is true, we Jud difpel1fc t~on; but I 
have been informed th t file a aleo been ~ontraCt:ed to anoth r. This it i 

• •• • that!i heavy at my eart.: to thIs {tate of unlawful wed) ck I • npute the 
Hhat" on that h " falle ~n me in the deatll of C nra !-Eafe my G Mc' nee 

of this . hurden ; . diffo)ve our marriage; and ac~ompli(h the work f god lin fl 
• • \lVhich y ur divin exhortations h' 'C commenced- . n my {i ul • 

• • • 
How ~utling was the anguifh which 'the go Cl man felt, when 1 e er eived 

tllis turn in the wrly prince! He tl~mMed for i polita, whofe ruin c fa\v .· 
• 

w.as rminc; ,and he fe r d, if hnfFed ha.d no hope of reco el'i1 g lfi 
bella, that his impatiencc for a fon would dir & hi to· fome otner 0 ~ tt, 
IVho mi ht not be eqnally, proof againft tIle te ptatioll f Man r drank. 

• E 'r fome time the holy man· remaincd abf4 rbed ~n thought. At length, con­
ceiving fome hope from delay, he thought the wifeft conduct: would be to 
prevc:nt the prince from defpairing of r covering Ifabella, Her the 'iar kn w 
h e could difpofe, from her affeCtion to Hippolita, and ftl the averfion {he 

• had expreIred to him for Manfred's addre£res, to {i cond. his views, till the 
. cenfures of the church .could b~ fulminated gainft a divorce. With this in .. 
tention, as if firllck with the prince's feru les, he at l~ngth faid, My lorp 
I have been eponuering on what your highn~fs has faid; and if in tru .1 it i 
eelicacy of confdence ,that it; 'the real motive of yonr repugnance to your 
virtuous lad)r, far be it from me to ende vour to harden your heart! The 
.church is an indulgent ll1other; unfol our gdefs to her: e alone can 
adminifter .colJlfort to 'YOlir foul, either by fa . fying your cnnfcience, 0 , up­
on examination of your fcruplcs~ by {4 tting you at liberty, and iudlll ing you 
io" the , a.wful means of continuing your lineage. In ~he 'latter cafe, if the 
l:dy lfabella can be brougfl t to confent- anfred, who concluded lat he 
had either oyer eached the good man, or tl/at hi firft .warmth h d be n but 
a ·noibut paid to appe rance, was ovetjoyed -at this fuddetl turn, an~ repeated 
the maft magnificent promifes, if he ill u fucceed by the fri r's mediati n. 

• The well-meaning prieft fuffered him to deceive himfelf, fully determined to • 
traverfe his views, inftead of fe nding th~m. • • • 
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Since we n w underflcftld one another" ref; tn~d the prince, I expeCl, fa.-
tber, t11 you Catisfy m in one point. Who is the youth that we found in 
th vault? He muft have been privy to ffabtll 's Bight: tell m~ truly; is he 
her lover? r or is he an a nt for anotlter's epaffion? I have often Cufpetted 
!fabella's indifference tQ my fo ': a thoura~d. cirCUl!.lftancea crowd Oil my 
mind tha~confirm that fufpicion. She h~rfelf was fQ confcious of i!, that. 
wh.tlc t dlfcourfed her in the ~llei-y, ~e outran mJ- fufpicil()ns, and eod~(t .. 
voured to Cjuftify herfelf from coolnefs to Conrad,. The &iar, who knew 

"nothing of the youth but what he had le\rnt occafionally from theeprincef$, () 
ignorant what was become of him, and nof fufficieutly r_BeCling on . he im­
petuofity of Manfred's temper, conceived" that it might not, ~e alnirs to fow 

( < the f eds of jea~oufy in his rJlin4 : the~ might be turned to fome ufe h.erertfter, 
It eitber by pr judicing the prince ag~inft rf~beIla, jJ he perfined. in that. urr'ioQ ; 

or, by diverting his at eI?tion to a wrong [cent, and employing his thoughts 
on a vifio ary intr" gue, pn;,vent qis engaging in a~y new purfuit. With this. 
unhap y policy, h anfwered in a manner to confirm Manfred in the '1:)..:­
lief of fome conneaion between Ifabella and [he youth. The prince, \Yhofe 
paffion anted little fuel to throw them into a blaze, fell into a rage at the 
idea of what the f 'iar fuggefioed. 1 will fathom to the bottom of -tbis in .. 
trigue, cried he; ansi quitting Jerome abruptly, with a command to remaill 
there till bis return, he haftened to the great hall of the caftle, and ordered 
ti!e J?eaf: nt to be bro~ght before ~im. 

Thiu hardened young impoft6
l

r! faid the prince, as foon a& h~ faw the 
r youth; what-beComes of thy beafted veracity now? It was Pro'9idence, was 

it, and the li~ht of the moon, tha~ illfcovered the lock of the trap-door to 
thee' ? Tell me, audacious boy~ who thou arr, and how long tbDu haft been 
acquainted with the princers-and take' care to anfwer with 'lefs equivocation 
than thou didfi. lOt.'ft night, or tortures thall ~ring the truth from the~ The () 
young man, pelceiving that his ' Ihare in the flight of the prined's was difco­
vered\ and condudin~ that. anyl-thing he thould far could (1.0 longer be of 
fervice or detriment to 'her. repl ed, I am no impoftor, my lord· oor have 
I ~ ferved opf-robriollS language. r a(.fwe~ed to every quellion your highnefs , 
pnt to me 1aft night with ,the fam~ veracity that I 1haU fpeak now: a.nd that ~ 
will not be from fear of your tOl"tu~cs, but becaufe my foul abhors fal[ehood. 

t r t ( 
( r ~e~ 
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• \ - . • .'11 r .J!leafe to repeat your queftioos~' my Jord; I am ready glve you a the la-
tisfaaioll io my power. Y u. kn.ow my quem r lied t epee, 'and 
ooly want tim to prepare au evauon. Speak dir aIy ; who art t u? and 
how long ha{1 thou been kn wn the prin efi ? I am a. labour r at the 
next village: faid the pcafant; ~y n me is Th odore. The pri celi fo~md 
me in t11 vault laft I i ht: fore that ho r I nev~r was in 11 r pr~ n .-f 
m y 'Qelieve a much .o~ a ,1ittfe as I pI ali · of this, {aid M. nfred .. but I will 
1 ar thy own ft y, befe re I exar ine int the truth. of it. T<:ll m • • wb, t 

, reafo~ .did the princers give th e fOI; making er efcl p' ? Thy 1i~ de cn s 011 

• ;. thy anf er. he told m ,replie Theodor, tIle t 11le as 011 the brink of 
~e{lru ion; and that, if {he co d not efcape from t ' e caftlc-, (he was in dan-
g r in a- few mom~nts of being made iferab' for ever. And n this flight 
foundation, on a. filly girl's reporr, fai Manfred, thou di 1ft Ita ard my dif- • 

A pIe ur ? I fear no man's difpIeafu ,fa~d Theodore, when a oma in dif-' 
trefs 'puts herf;l£' under my pr.oteaion.-During thi c. an it) tion, Matilda • 

• 
• 

,was going to the apartment of Hippolita. At tIl upp r end f the halJ, .. 
• 'here Manfred fat, was " boarded gallery withe laHiced vindows, through 

which Matilda and Bianca ere to p ('I. Hearing 11 r father's vak , and 
feeing the fervants affembled round him, £he ftopped to learn th occaflon. 

he prifoner foo~ drew her att ntion: the neady nd c pOD d ina ner in 
M'hich he anfwered, and the g llantry of his Ia reply, which w rc ~he IirCt 
words {he heard diftinCtIy, int~e!led her in hi favour: .His perf~m 'Fas 0:' 

hIe, handfome and commanding, eV,en ill that fituation: but his countcnanc 
foon engro ed h r whole c~re. Haven! Bianca, {: id the ptineef~ ot: y, 
do I dream? or is n6t that youth the e.'a refemblance of Alfonft 's iClul'c 
in the gallery? he 0 lId fay no 1110re, for h r father's voice grew loud r t 
every word. This bravado, (aid he, fu.-paires all thy former infolence. Thou 
.ilialt e~peri~ e the wral"h with which trlOu darea .to trifl'. iz him, co -
tinued Manfred, and bind him-the fira news ,the princcfs hears of her 
c.ham ion thall be, that he has • loft his head for her f. ke: The inJl1 fHcc of 

hich thou art guilty t{) ards me, faid Tll odore, co ince$ me th 1 ha~-­
done a good d~ed in delivering the princefi frolll thy ty~anny. l\1ay. ihc b. 
happy_what;.:,ver bee mes of me !-This is lover! cried Manfred in a rage : 
~ ~afant ~ithin fight of death is not' i ated by fuch fenti ots: T 1I me 
ell ,raLh boy, who tbou art, or the r ck alall force thy ecre from t 

Tho!l haft due tened me with death a1 ady, {aid the YOllth, for the tru 1" 

• G '2 1 h e 

, ~ 
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I have to d thee: if ttat is all the en-cour gemtot I am to expect for fincerit 'f' 

I am no~elDpted to indu+ge thy vain curiofit)'4 fm-ther. Then thou wilt not 
fpeak? id Manfred. I will not, replied he. Bear him away into the 
coqrt-yard, faid Manfred; I will fee hi he~d. this infiant rev! ed from hi 
body.-· Mattilda fainted at J1earing thor. worDs. Bianca (brieked, ~nd cried', 
Help! help! the princers is dead! Manfred .. rted J4I. this jaculation and 
demandedtlvhat was the -matter. The you~g peafant! ho heard it tOI), wa3 
firu~,k ~t..h horro~, a~d {ked e:getly t~e fame que n; ,W ~anfre~ roe 
ed nlm to He hurned mto the court, and kept there for execqt10n, till he had 
informed himfelf of the c Ife of Bianca lhrieks, 'Vh n he ieapned th . 0 

me~ning, he treated it as a womanilh panic r and ordering.Matilda to e car­
ried to her apartment, he ru d into· the court, and, calling for a.ne of his 
.,guards, bacie Theodore kneel down d p~epare to receive he fatal blow. 

, . . . -. , 
The undaunted yout.1t reCeived the 'bitter [entence with a refignation t at 

touched e~ry heart but M¥1fred'~. He wilhed earneftly to know the mean-' 
ing of the words he had heard relating to the princefs· b , fearing to exciP: (, 

'( ,_ perate the tyrant more againft her, he defifted The only boon he deigned to 
aik. was, \.hat he might be permitt d to have a confeffor, and make his peace 
with heaven. Ma{'lfred, who boped by tIle confeffor 8 means to come at tHe 
youth's hiftory, readily granted his requeft: and being convinced that father 
Jerome was now in his intereft, he ordered n in to be called and ilirieve the 
pr!fo~er. The holy man, who had little forefeen the cataftrophe that his 
impruc; cnce ceafionea', fell on his knees to the prince, ;\lld adj ed him in 
the moll: [olemn manner not to fued innocent blood. He accufcd himfelf in 
the b' terell: terms for his indifcretioIf, endeav'oured to oifculpate'the youth" 
and left no m~thod untried to foftetl. eb.e tyrant's rage. Manfred, more in­
cenfed than appeafed by Jerom~'s interceffion, who'[e retraClation now made 
him fufped: he had been impofed upon by b9th, commanded t friar'to 4,0 
his duty, teUing him he would not allow the prifoner many minutes fo ('0 ... 

feffion.f'o Nor do I afk many, mjl lord, faid the unhappy young mall. My 
fins, thank heaven! hJlve not b~en. numerous; n ceed r hat might be 
expected e-t my Tears. Dry ydur tea.rs, good father, and ret 11 di<patcq.. 
this is a bad rworld; nor have hQd caufe to lea'Ye it with regret. Oh t 

. ~ w~tched youtho! faid Je'rome; how canft thou bear the fight of me with 
patience e ~ 'am thy murderer r It is I hay brought this difmal hour UpOn 
,l' thee .. 
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• thee ! ...... I forgive thee from my fo. l, faid the outh, s I hope heaven will 

pardon me . . Hear my conie on, father; and gi e m thy 151effi g. How 
can I prepa.re thee for thy pa(fage, as I ought? faid Jerome. T ou canft 
llC?t be favelj -whhout pardon.n t ,foes-and ann thou forgive that .im ... 
pious man there? I can, faid .Theo ore; I do.-. -And, d es not this touch 
thee, cruel prince? f.·d the.r~ar. 1 fent t or thee rp confefi him, [aid Man­
fred £l. rnly; not to ead for him~ Tholl didft firfi incenD me ag inft him­
-Uis blood be ulon th l~ead !-It will ! ' it )fill! fa' th~ good !n . an • 
agony. 0 forro.w. Thou and I muA: never hope to go where- this bi {fed 

- ·0 .youth' going.-rDifp teh ! faid anfred: I am no more to e l)1oved by 
the Wtbining of delts than the furi k of women. hat! raid the 
youth, ~ it poffible that my fate could' ha e 0 calioned wh t I heard? Is the 
princefs then agt in thy pow r?~ Th' u doO: but: rem mbct' me of my wrath • 
~ai M nfrcQ:' I?repar~ th , for t s m ment is thy lall. Th you , who 
felt his indignation rife, and who was touched with t c forrow whi 1 e faw 

, e had infufed into all the fpeCl:ators, as well a • into the.£rinr, fu pr (fc·d his 
• motio~s, and, putting off his doublet and unbuttoning his collar, knelt 

down to his prayers. As he Reoped, 'his fi1irt fiippc (lown b low hi {boul. 
der, and difcovered the mark of a bloody a).'l'Ow. Gr cio IS ne,\.ve tried the 
holy man Rarting., what do I fcc? It is my child! my n odore! 
• • 

• 
The paffions that enfued. m .Ct: be cone ivcd ; they cann t be painted. 'the 

teat of the affifiants were fufpended by wonder, rather than !topped by joy. 
They feem J to enquire in the eyes of t eir lord what they ought.t~ feel. 
Surprife, doubt, tenderncfs, refpeCt:, fuc~eeded each ot er in the ~ounte­
naqce of tIte youth. • He recei\1ed with modeft fubmiffion the effufion of the 
old man's tears and embraces: yet afr' of giving a loofc to ~ope, and .fuf ... 
peCl:in from ·what had paired the inflexibility of lVlanfred's temper, he caA: a 
~~ance towards the prince,. as i( to fay, Canft thou be uninoved at fuch a 
[cene-as thi ? 

• • 
Manfred's h art was eapable of 1>eing to hed .. He/orgot his .ange iI hi 

aftoni1Am nt; yet Ms pride forbad .his 0 ning himfelf affected. '. He even 
doubted whether this difcovery was no! ontriv-ance of the .iar to fave .the 

.. you .h.. What may this mean? faid he. How can he be ' t lly [on? Is it 
confftent with thy profeffion or. reputed anCl:itl to avow a.peafant:s .. offi pr~f 

• 10 . . .. 
• 

- . 
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for the' fruit of thy ir gular amour ?- h Gdrl! {j id the holy rn<\.l1, doft thou 
'que 'i 11 lis bing mine? ·Could I feel th 'ang :lith I do, if I were not his fa­
ther? S re him! good lince, fpare him! and revile me as thou rl afcfl:.­
-Sp e him! [pare him! cried the attct~da ts, for this good m nis fake !-
P .ace! fai Manfred fierI y: I lUUfl: 'lOW. ore, ere I am ifpofed to par- ' 
don. A faint's baftard rpay be n faint him~ . Injt . io IS lord! {aid 'Ill 0-

dore: add · ot infult to cruelty. If I am thi veneta man's fon, thou l ' 

( no ,inc as thou ait, k"l10W, t brood that flows' n y vein -Ye , f: "d tli 
( • • • t 

friar, int 'rllpting him, his blood is noble: nor is he that abjeCt thir~,., m} 

( , 

lord, you fpeak him. He is my lawful on; and Sicily can boane of few 
houfes more ancient than that of Falconata-Bllt alas !. my lord, .wha: is. 
blood? what is nobility ? We are all rep~iles, miferable finfu~ reature9. It 

f .is piety alon:e that can difi:inguifh us from the duO: wh nc~ we fpruQg, 'and 
whither we muft return.-Tr4ce t6 your iermolb faia Manfred; YOll f;ng~t 
you are no longer triar'Jerome, but the count of Falcon ra. Let me know 
your hiftory; you .will hav.e time to moralize hereafter, if you 1ho111d 16. t ' f 

happen tQ obtain the grace of that fturdy criminal there_ 1\1 ther of God,,! 
faid the friar, is it poffible my lord can refufe a father the life of his only, 
his long 1~0: child? Trample me, my lord, fcorn, afflict me, accept my life . 
for his, but fpare rfty fon !-Thou canft feel then, faid Manfred, what it is to 

Jofe an only fon?c A little hour ago t}10U dic}H: preach up refignation to m . 
my houfe, if fate fo pleafed; muft perilh-but the count of Falconara­
Alas .. ! my lord, faid Jerome, I confeCt I have offi nded; but aggt-avate not an. 
old m n's fufferil1gs. 1 boaft not of my family, nor think of {ue 1 vanitics-
it is nature that pleads for this boy; it i the memory: of the dear woman 

( ,that bore him-Is fhe, Theodore, i {he dead r-Her foul has long been 
with the blei"ed, {aid Theodore. IJh how? cried. Jerome, t~1l me-No­
{he is happy! Thou art all my care now L-Moft dread lord! will yoil-. will 
you gr:lJlt me my.poor boy's life? Return tocthy con,:ent, anfwered Manfr d; 
cOildud the princefs ilither; obey me in what elfe thou noweft; and 1 pro 
mife tl1ee the life of thy fon.--[Oh! my lord, fa\d Jerome, is 1 (meny the 
price ~ muft pay for t .is de1r youth's fafi tyr-For ! cried Theodore: let 
me die a fhoufand deaths, r~ther tpan ftain thy confClence. Wh is it th 
tyunt would txact of thee? Is tb(I>r1ncefs fafe from liis power? Protect her, 

~ thou venerable 'old man! and let 011 bis wrath fall on me. Jerome· endea-
,, _ !V ut:ed t .check, t~e impetuo(ity ,of the yout ; and ere Manfred could reply, 

the 

.. 
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• the trampling of horfes was h rd, t nd a brazen trum t1 which hung with ... 
out the gate of the came, fuudenly founded.· At the fa1ne itftant the 
fable plumes on the encha'nted helmet, which frill remained at the . ther end 
of the court. ere te~n:peftuoufi" a tated, and nodded thrice, as if bowed. by 
fome invHible wearer~ • _ • 

• 
• • 

lVIANFRE.D'~ heart mifgave Aim .when he .beheld the plu~flage on the . 
• iraculous ca{que iliaken in &onc~rt with the founding of the .brazen-

trumpet. Fathei"! faid he ' o Jerome, whorn he now. ce cd to treat as count 
of Falconara, what mean thefe portents? If ' l have offended-[. he plumes 

• were G.aken with greater violehce tha~ before] ·Unhap ,. prince that I a~n ! 
cried Manfred-Holy f.l thcr ! will you not affift me with your prayers? - My 
lord, replied Jerome, heaven is no doubt difpleafed with yOl.r' mockery of 
i~s fervants. Submit yourfelf to the church; and ceafe to erfecut her mini­
fiers. Difmifs thi' innocent youth; and learn refpeCt the holy 'character I 

. wear: heaven will ·not be trifle. with: you fee-[the tr~m et fOHnd d aga' 
I acknowledge I have been too hally, [aid Manfred. Fath~r, do you go to the 
wicket, and. demand who is at the gate. 0 you grant- me the life of 1;heo .. 
dere? replied the ftiar. I do, faid Manfr ; but enquire who is witoout • 

• 
Jerome, fall' ng on the neck of his lon, ' difcharged a flood of '· te'ars; that 

{poke t~e fulll fA of hi {; u1. You prortfifed to go- to the gate, a.id Manfred. 
I tho ghr, replied the friar, your highnefs *ould excu[c my thanking you 
firft iel this tribute of my heart. Go, dear ft fir, faid Tacoov:-". ebey th 
prince; I do not deferve J hat you 'fhould d~ay his fati aclio for me , 

Jero~e,. nq' lirin who was without, was a-nfwefed, ' A herald. -From 
whom? llid he. From the knight 0' e gigantic fabre, f~i.d tife herald: 
and I muft fpeak with the ufurper of tranto. Jerome ~eturned to the 
prince; and did not fail ' to repeat the meR"age in the very word it been 
uttered. The firi\ founds fttU • Ma.nfred wit!i terror i ~u~ whe '11e he:r~d ~ 

70 'him(el~ • 
J . , , 
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himfdf fry ed u[llrpcr~ his T ge rekindl d, nd all his courage reviv d. Ufurper.1' 
-1 olen: vilt in! cried 1 ,who dar 5 to queflioo my title? Retire, fath r ~ 
this.is bufinefs for monks: I will meet this plefumptuous man, myfeJ£: 
Go .to y ur convent, a.nd prepare the pri 'eii's return: your f, I.} fhall be a 
hofiage for 'our fidelity: 11' slife depend on j ur ob dicncc. - ood han. ! 
my lord cried Jerome, your- high eli did buttt i in Ilt fr ely pardon, 1y 
child - hay you fo [oon torgot the interpo ion 00 e v n ?-I- yen, 1~ Ii d 
l\1an ed\ does not fen heralds t6 qu aion the ·tit of awful p'rincc­
dou t whet er it even notifies ifs will through friars~but that is your. affair, 
not min. At prefcnt you 'now my lea re; and it is not a faue h raId, 
-that .!hall fave your fan, if you do not retunl with the princefs. 

It was 1n vain for the holy man to ·eplY. !vJanfrcd comruallded 1 im to be 
condu ed to the poftern-gatc, and ihut 6ut fromtlthe cafl:le:. and' he ord r ~ 
11 me of his attenda ts to cat:ry The.odore to the top of the black to\\ler, and 
guard him>. ric:tly ; [carce permirting the fat let' and fon to exchange a hally · 
embrace at parting." He the'"n withdrew to the hall, and, feating hiu1fclf lQ ' 
princely ftatc, ordered the herald to be admitt d to his prefence. 

6) 

Well, thou infol nt 1 faid the prInce,' what wouldft thou :with me? I come, 
replied he, to thee, 1.\1anfred, ufurper of the principality of Otranto, from the 
renowned and in ncible knight, th knight 0 the giga~tic fabre,: in the name 
of his lord, Frederic marquis of Vicenza, he demands the lady lfabella, 
daugh cr of that prince, \Yhom thou haft bafely and traitoroufly ot into thy 
power, by bribing her falfe gua;dians during his abfence: and he requires 

4 thee to refign the principality of Otranto, wllich thou liaft ufurped from the 
faid lord F eqeric, tbe nearell: of b18~d to the laft rightful lord Alfonfo the 
Good. 1£ thou daft no~ inftantly comply with thefe juft demands, he defie 
thee to fingle combat to the Iaft extremity. And fo faying, the he.ralil caft 

. ~ . 
down hI ' warder. • • 

, 
An where is this bragg rt, '10 fends thee? faid ManfrCld. At the dif-• 

tance of a"league, faid the herald. he comes to make od his lqrd' claim 
again!\; thee, he is a true knigbt/a d thou an ufurper and rayiiher. I 

Injurious as this challenge was, Manfred reflected that it was not his in­
~c{f to • provoke t he marqUl. He knew bow wen-founded the claim of 

f .. Frederic 



HE 
• • 

OF 0 T RAN TO'. 
• F' cleric was; nor wa this the fllft ti e he had heard o£ It. an .. 

• ceftors had affllmed the fiyle Pl inces of Otranto, ft m the deatlY of f< nf 
the Good without itfue: but Manfr d, his father, and g andfath r, ha be r~ 
too powerful f~1e the houfe of ,Vicc~za 0 difpotfefs then. Frederi, a martia! ' 
and amorous young prince, had .rried. a beautiful youDg lady, of hom hOe 
was enamoured, and who had '.pied in child ed of fab Ha. Her d ath f. . . ' . 
fi Cled hiPl fo much, tha~ l~"nd tak t le crofs aud g ne to the H Land, 
w re h~ ~s wouffded i~l I n engagement a ina the infidels, made pr' n r, 

• ao'd repor.ted to be: dead. :\Then the news reac d Manfred's ears, c brib 
I. tbe. guardians of the lady Ifabella to eliver her uP. to him as a bride for hi8 

fon Con d; by wh~ch alliance h had purpofed to unire the 1 ims of the 
. two houfe. This motive, 00 Conrad's deaul, d co:~perated to 'make him 

fo fudden1 refolve en efpoufing her~i( If; an~ .the fame refleai n deter .. 
mined im flOW to end avour at obt . nin the confi nt of Frederic to his 
marriag. A like policy infpi~ed him w~th the thought f i vitio Frederic s 
tampion into his calU~, left he lhould be informed of Ifllbella' flight, 

. en he rialy enjoined his domeftics not to difclo{e to any of the knight'~ 
retinue. 

eraB) faid.~1anfreu, as foon as he had dige!l:ed thefe r eaions~ re urn 
o thy marter, ari~ tell him, ere \'Ve liquidate ouf differc~ces by the {wort!, 

anfl'ed would hold forne con er wi h him. Bld him wcleom to my f­
ti ,wh{'.re by my faith, as 1 am a true knight, he fhalJ h.ave courtcO\18 r -
c tion, and 11 fecurlty for himft If and fol wers. If w cannot .adjuft otlr 
quarrel by amicable means, I fw ar he !hall epart i fafety, " and' {ball r." 
full fatisfaetion accordi g to the 1 w of arms: 1'0 help me God and his 1 oJ)" 
Trinity !-The herald made three obeW cs and relir~d. 

• a· -
Duri g tbis'interview Jerome's mind was ag'tated by a 'thoufund co trary 

• paffiom~ "He trembled for the Tife f hi fon, and his firf\; idea was to 
1) rfuade Ifabella to return t he came. Yet e was fc.t, ce 1 {i alarm d at 
the thought of I ~ union ith lylanfred. He eadsd lippolita's unbounded 
fubmiffi0 to the :ill f her lord: and th gh he di not doubt but- be 
.ould alarm ler . ery not to confent to 'vorce, if he could et a. ce[s to 

• 

er; ;ye fhould Manfred difcover that the obUruClion came rom 11" IU, it 
might be equally fatal to Theodore. Be w. impatient to know whence " 
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ca.me the herald, ~ho with fo little anagcment hld quefiioned lh title tof 
~ao red; 'yet he did fl ot dare abfcnt him~ I 11' m the convent, leLl lfaoe]]a 
{houl lea e it, nd her fiig 1,t be imputed to him. 'He returned difconfolate­
Jy to the monaltery, uncertain on what ~nrduCt to refolve. ·.A monk, who 
met him in the porch ~d obferved is uu lancholy air, faid, ~ Alas! brother, 
is it then tcue that'W have l our xcell pnnjef3 Hippolita? T,tle holy 
man fti1~ted, and cried, What meancft thon, broth . r? 1 come' thrs irrftant 
f , m he cafl:le and left h r i1l perfett health. - ~rtel, rep'li ed 'e other 
friar, p ed by the convent but a quarter of an hour ag~ on ' is way from 
tIle caftle, and t: ported dlat her hio-hnefi was dead . . ,All. our brethren'rare 
gone to the chapel to pray for 11 r happ1 tranut to a ·4etter life., d willed 

, ' . 
me to w:it thy arrival. T H~y know t ly holy attachment ~o that good lady, 
and are anxious for the affiiC1:ion it will caufe in thee ..!.... Indeed we have all . . 
reaTon to weep; file was a mottler to our h lfe-But this life is bu a, pil-
grimage; we l1lufi: not murmur-' we {hall all follow her; may our end be 
like hers !-GoQ,d _ broth~r, thou dr~ame/t, faid Jerome ':. I 'tell tq,ee I fome 
from the came, and left the princers welT-Where is the lady Iraberla~­
Poor gentlewoman! replied the friar; I told her the fa(l news, and offered 
her fpit;j.tual comfort; I reminded her of the tranlitory condition of mortality, 
and advifed hereto take th~ veil: I quoted the example, of the h91y ptiricefs 
Sanchia of Arragoo.-Thy zeal wns laudable, faid Jerome impatiently; b t 

at prefent it was unneceifary : Hippotita is well-at leaft I truft in the L()rd 
• ~e is; I heard nqthing to the contrary-Yet methinks, the prince's earnell: .. 
l1e~-WelJ, brother, but whcl'e is the lady Ifabella ?-I kno~ not, faid the 
friar: £he wept much, and faid (he would retire to her chamber. Jerome 
left his comrade abruptly, and hafted to the princefs: but !he was not in her 
chamber. He enquired of the dQf.heftics of the convent, but c-<Dutd learn no 
. • $ 

new of her. He fearched iii vain throughout the monafieryand the/church, 
and ?ifpatched mefi"engers round the neighbourhood, to get intelfigen,~e if 
{he had been feen; but to no purpofe. Nothing could equal the gond man's " 
perfilexity. He Judged that ~fabella, fufpeCling Manfred of haVIng precipi­
tat~d his wife's dc~h, had tateen the alarm, · and witharaV\t!l herfe1f to fome' 
more {; cret place of concealmc!bt · This )lew flight ould prcrbtij>lf carry the 
prince's fUfY to the height. I report of Hippolita's death, though it 
feemed almoft incredible, increafed his confternation; and thoug Ifabella s 
efcape befpoke her averfiofl of ~anfred fo~ a hufband, Jerome could fee} no 

• • . c C comfort 
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c mfort fr m it, while it end· n~.ered the life of hi [on • • He det 1 tned to 
, r~turn to the canle, and made feveral f hi brethren ace mpan him, to at­

ten his innocence to Manfr d: abd, if 11 ccffil.ry, jOUl their intc:c.cffion i~h 
his for Theodore. , , 

•• 
• 

The princc, in the mean time; 'had affi into t court, and ordered the 
g:\t~s of the caft.le to be ung 0 'n or the rt ception f the firartger knight 
and hiR' train~ I, a e minutes the ca alcade arrived. Firn c mc tWQ 

e o harbin rs wit! wands~ • Next a h raId, f~llo ed by two age a a 0 • 

. trumpets •• Then' an hunclr d foot-g .ards, Thefe wer attend d by as many 
h fe. After them fifty footmen~ clothed in 'f! atlet and black, the colours 
of the kIi' hr. Th aId horfe. Two, heralds on eac~ ~de of a gentleman 
on horfebaek be ri a. ban r with i he .arms 0 icenza. and trapto quar. 
terly a lrt:umfiance that much off'i.nded Manfred-but he mil d his re- •• 
fentment. Tw() more pages .• The knight's confeffor tellih his b .ads. 'ifty • 
m.ore footmen, clad a before. Tw knight habited ' in comple e armour, 
hei. bea ers down, comrade to the principal knight. Tthe '(quir~s of the 

two knights, carrying their fllields and devic s. The knight's own '[quire. 
An hundred gentlemen bearing an enormous fword, and fceming to faint un .. 
der. the weight of it. The knight him elf on a eh [nut fieed, in compI te 
armour, his lance in· the refi, his face entirely coocealed by i viz r, which 

as furmollnted by a large p1u of £ arI t and black feath rs. Hfty fj ot .. 
gtiards with drums and trumpets elofed the proccffion. which wh cl d a to 
the right and Jeft to make ro.om for the pri! ipal knight. • • • . ~ 

As foon as ,he appro hed the gate, he flopped; and the herald advancing, 
read again the words of the challenge. Manfr d's yes were fixe I on the 
gigantic fword,. and he fCllrce feemcd to' ttend to th c:lctel: b his atten­

. tion "".. foon 'oiverted by a tempefl: of wind th rofe behinu him. He turn­
ed,.and ) held the plumes f the nchanted helmet arritated.in theJall)c ex-

e traordinary manner a5 before. It required intrepidity Ii e Manfred' not to 
fink under a concurrence 0 circumllanccs th- t fcemed to announce hi · fate. 
Yet rcornJng in t ~ prefence of {hangers to be ray e c rage he had al ays 
man~fefted, e faid bol~ly ~ Sir knight, w e~er thou art, I bid t e wei •. 
lome. If thou art of mortal mould, thy·v ur thall meet its c ual: and if 
t au art a true knight, thou wilt {corn to e ploy forcery to cart thy point. 

o • H2 • B . • • • • , 
• • 
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Be thefe ~mens. fr~ heaven or hell, anked trufts to the righteoufnefs ¢ 
hts ca e an to the aid f faint Nichola, 0. 11as ever proteCted his houfe. () 
Alight fir knight, and repofe thyfelf. 1 o-morrow thou £halt have a fair 
f!:ld; and heav n befriend the jufte,r fi !. . •. 

• . . " The knight madc no reply, t, difmount' g, ~s conduCted y M nfred 
to the g at hall of the caftle. As they ~a\fer[ed tfi'e court, the knight ftop. 
pe gaze at the miraculous ~afque; and, kne 'ng do. n, feemed to pray 
iriwardly-for fome minute. i{ing, he made a fign to the 'prince to. lead on. 
As foon as they entered t e hall, Manfr d propofed to the !hanger(o difar~; . 
but the knight {hook his head in token of,tefufal. Sir kpight, faid Manfred, 
thi is not courte0us; but bf my good faith I will not, crofs thee, nor !halt 

c., thou have caufe to complain of the prince of tranto. 0 treachery is de. 

( 

f"" t 

t. • 

fig~ d on my part: I 'hope noneeis infunded 0 thine. Here take my gage: 
[giving him hi r~ng1 your fd nds and you £hall enjoy the laws of hofpitality. 
ReO: here until r~rdhmeq,ts are brought: I will but give orders f~r th~ ae • . 
commodation ef your train, and return to you. The three knights bow d, 
as acc pting his courtefy. Manfred direCted the {hanger's retinue to be con· 
du8:ed t,o an adjacent hofpital, founded by the princefi HipP?1ita ~ r the re­
ception of pilgrift1S. As th.y made the circuit of the court to return towards 
the gate, the gigantic' fword burft from the fupporters, and, falling .to the 
ground Oppollte to the helmet, remained immovea Ie. l\1anfred, almofi: 
hardened to preternatural appearance!!, furmounted t e £hock of this new 
pr~~igy; and r~tu;ning to th Fall, where by thi~ time the fe !l: was ready, 
he invited hi {ilent guefts to take their places. l\1a.nfred, however ill his 
heart as at cafe, endeavoured to infpir tlie cdmpany with mirth. He put 
feveral queiHons to them, but w~~ anfwer d _ 0 .1y by figns: They raifed 
their izors but fufficiently toJeed themfelves, and tha,t fparingly, qi.rs, {aid 
the princ;e, ye ar the firft ,guefis I eVele treated within thefe wa:lIs, who ' 
fcorned to hold any;; intercourfe with me: nor has it oft been cuftomary, I · 
weetf, for princeli to hazard heir flate and dignity againft fhanger nd 
mu s. You fay yo com'e in the name of Frederic of Vicetlza: I ha.ve ever 
heard tl at he wa a gallant ancf c ,urteous knight j n r v ould h«-, am bold 
to fay, thin ' it beneath him t ~x in focial converfe with a prince -that is. 
his qual, ana not unknown b)t> deed in arms.-Still ye are filen -Well !' 
(b it as it may'- Y the 1 w of bofpitality .nd chivalry ye are maften under 

~ h' < c t IS. 
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thi roof! ye {hall do your pl fur - ut come, give a b t' of, tine i 

.y will not refuCe to 1 dg me to t 1C h aIth!; fur' f: ir 111;, re[· s. h 
rillcip 1 kni ht fi h d and cr~ ffed hi Ii If, and was riling from the bO:l.l'd­

Sir knight, r. id nfred, ,vQat I fi i < but in (port: I £h 11 on rain you 
in nothing: • Ut your good likLng. Sine mirth i not yottr mo , It ' be 
[. . B fin fi may hit your. £: ncies b t : 1 t 1S ithdr w; and 11 ar if 
wI at' I h e to unfol may t.r tter r 1 lC tl a the vain £Ii ts I ha . . " 
J d for your ps.ftime. • . , • • 

• , • 
" Ma~ ed, then, can ucting the three knight .into an inner chamber) {hut 

t e door, and, inviting them t be feat d, began thu, addrdIing him£ If to 

.. 

, .. 
the clu p rfonage: • 

• . • • • • • 
a ·come, fir knight, as I un ffta d, in the name of the mar uis 0 

• Vicenza, to l'e-d mand th lady If. b lla hi da\ gb l', . ho has been con-
.tra ed in the fae of holy church to my fan, by the c nf; nt her 1 'gal 

rdia: s; and to r qui me to r fi n my d minions· t your lord, wh 
gi yes himf. If for the near ft of blood to prince Alfonfo, bore foul ad' a ! 
I !hall Ii eak to the latter arti 1 f your d mands fira. on mllll: kno , 
y. ttr lord knows, that 1 enjoy the prin ip lity f Otra 0 from my fath r 
Don Mamlel, a he received it from hi f: th r Don icard. Alfonfo, their 
predcc fi"or, dying childl fs i the Holy and, bequ athed his eft tes to ti'!'}'­

grandfather Don Ricardo, in confideration of hi faithful £ rviccs-[Th 
{hanger £h k his head]-Sir knight, fai Manfred rmly, Ricar 0 a a 
valiant and Ipright man; L as a piau · an; witneii his munificent und­
ation of th adjoinin church and two aDvents. I e was peculiarly patron • • 
iz d by faint ich6la -My grandf: leI was inr.a able-I fay, fir, D n 

ieardo wa~ . nca abl -t xcufe me, y r int rruption has difordered e-
I Y.n rate the memory of my grandfath r-' Well, firs! he h eld this eft te; 
he h -it by his ood fword, arM ~y the f: vour of faint i<:holns-fo did 1. Y 
father; and fo, fir, will , come what co e will.-Bt! t <rederie, yo r lord, • 
is neareft in bl~od-I have confentcd to pu ·my t)tle to the iffue of tbe (word 
-doe that im1.ly a itious title r 'mi h have aflt. d, . where is ;cderic, 
your lord Report fp'eaks him dead in l tivity. You fay, Y'2ur ICtions fay, 
he liv I queLl:ion it not-I might, fit , I might-but ,dO' not. Other 

eea would bid Frederic take his inh itance by force, if he can: th y • 

• • ..' wo ld • • 

• 
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would o(jt,fl:ak'e theh dignity on a fingle co~bat: they would , not fuumit \ ' • 
to $he ~ci!i n of udK.nown mutes! Patdon me, gentlem n, I am too warm : ~ 
I ut fUPPQ[e yo~rfclves i; my fituation : as yel are !tout knights, would it not 
move Ybur ehol '1' to have your own a~ the ~onour 'Of your ~ncefiors cal1e~ 
ioe'lu fl:ioQ. ?-But to the pail t. Ye rcquire ' me to d li.v r up the lady lfabclIa 
-- Sirs, I muft a!k if ye are au~horized to receive her? [The knight nod-
ded. J R ~ ive her-continued Manfre'Cl ( " roll! yCu are authorized to re­
ceiv~ her~But, gentle knight, 11lay I aik if you ,'1qte full powers? [Th: 
kokfht. nod led.] 'Tis well, laid IVIanfred ; th n hear ~hat I have to offec-Y c 
Or. ] f fee, gentlemen, befor Y--Ou the molt uph~py of men! [he bt!gan to ~eep a - , 

ford me your compaffion ; Yam ntitled to 't ; indeed I am. Know, I have 
loft my only hope, my joy, tJ.1C [upport of my houfe-rconra,d di d yefter­
moroing.l 'J'he knights dirc?v red figils eli [urprHi , ] Yes, fi.s, fate has diIj:>ared 

C of m fan. lfabell is at liberty.;-D you th n reti:ore her, cri d rhe .hief 
knight, breaking QIen~e. Afford me your pa~ence, [aid M~nfred. I re­
joice to fi d, by tbis tefl:imony of your good-will, that this matter may be 
adj ufted without btood. It· is no intereft of mine diClates what littk I h'il:,:e (' 
farther to fay. Ye behold in me-a man difgufted with the world: the 10rs of 
my fan has weaned ~e from earthly cares. Power and greatncfs have no 
longer any charms in my eyes. I wifhed to tranfmit the fceptre I had J;C­

ceived from my anceftors with honour to my fon- but 'that is over! Life 
. elf is fo indifFer~nt to me, that I ace pted our defiance with joy: a good 
knight cannot go to the grave with more fatisfaClion than when falling in his 
vocation. Whatevc1; is the will of heaven, I fubmit; for, alas !/lrs, I am a 
man.of many' farrows. Manfr dti no object of envy-but no doubt you' are 
acquainted with my n rYe [The knight made ligns of' norance,.~nd feemed 
curiOtHI to hav Manfred proc cd.] 1s it poffible, firs, c ntinued the prince, 
that !llY ftor)C' ihQuld be a [ecret to u? Have you.heard nothing relating to 
me and the princ [s Hippolita? [They ihook their heads]-No! ThuS' then, 
firs, it ill. You tt1ink me ambi t' ous: ambition, alas, is' compofed ~fi mo'te 
rugg d mate, illis. I I were am itious, I {bould nQt for fo many years have 
been a l prey to the bel! of confci'1ntiollS fcruplcs-Dut I weary': your patience: 
I will Le brief. Know en, that l!tave long been trouble~ in mi~ld on my union 

.with the t)rinc~f~ Hippalita.--Oh !lqrs, if ye were acquainted with that ex­
cellent womart ! If ye kn w that I« dore her like a minrefs, and cherilli her 

l as a (riel)d-I5ut m~n was not b n for perfea happinefs! She !hares my 
(1 & • 5 fcroples • 
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{trupIes, and with her confcnt I·bav brought this matt • before : chur 11, 
for we are r lated within th {prbidden degrees. ' expeCt ev ~y h~ur the 
definitive fentenc that mufi feparate 11, forever. I am fure you feel fir me­
l {i e you do-;J: ardon there t a.rs~ ,[ e knights gazed on each oth f, W'om! l­
ing where this w uld end.] lVlanfrecJ continued: llle death of J1\y fon be­
tiding while mr foul w und . this· nxiet~ I thought of nothing but re­
figoing. my dominions, and.:retirin~ forever from the-fight of man1r.ind. My 
only d.ifficldty was to fi t>n a [ucceffor, who would b tender of m, pe pIc, 
and to .diipofe of the taJy lfab 11 , who is de:r to me as my ow blood.- I 

, Vias will.ng to reftore the line of At onfo, ev n \p. his mof{ diftant kindred: 
and thou h, pard me, I am. fa : 'fied it was hi!:! will that Ricardo's lineage 
fhould ta c place of his own relatiO'n ;. yet, ",here "vas I to arch for thof(;! 
relntion~ ~ I kn vf of none but Fr l ric: yonr 101.a: he was a captive to the • 
inJld I , or dead j and wel~e he 1i ng, ncl at hom, woul he quO the " . 
flourifhing flate of Viccnza for the inconfiderable principality of On'anto ? 
If he would not, could I bear'th thought of feeing a hard llnfe Ii viceroy ... . .. 
~ t over my poor fatthful p ople ?- for, firs, I love my p oplc, and thank 
heaven am beloved by thetn.-B t ye will afk, Whither tends thi long <lif­
courfe? Briefly then, thus, firs. Beav n in your arrival feem s to point out 
a em dy for thde difficulties and my mi fortunes. Th lady .Ifab lia. is at 
Ii erty: I lllall foon be fOe I woulJ fubmit to allY thing for th gOt d of my 
people-Vvere it not the heft, title or ly way to extinguilh 'the f~uds hetwe 
our families, if I were to take the lady Ifabella to wife ?-You flal't-But 
though Hi olita' virtl1es will ever be de;r to me, a prtnce muft not confi~ r 
himfelf; he i born for his peoplc.--A {i r ant at that inftant ent 'rin - the 
chamber, a prized Manfr d that Jerome and feveral of his brethren dcmand- • 
cd immediate acccfs to him. • 

- • 
" Tile rinee, proyoked at this interruption, !md £ aring that the frb,: wou.ld 

difcov r to the {hangers that 1fabella had taken fanCtu ry, was goit g to 
forbid Jerome's entrance. · But recolleClin that he wa certainly arr~ved to • 
notify the prit.(! fs's return, Manfred began 10 e,\cu1e himfelf to the knights 
for lea n them for few moments, bu w 8 prevente-d by the arrival ·of the 
friars. Manfred angrily reprimanded for their intrufioJl, af1 d would 

.. h~ve £4 I-;ed them back from the chamber J. but Jerome was too much agi­
tAted to be repulfed. He declar d aloud the flight of !fabella, with proteft- • 

• • - ados · 
• . ~ 
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ations of i own in oc nee. Map£; d" diihaCled at the news, and not lees .. 
at i co in ,to the kno ledg<; of the ftnmgcrs, cuttered n-otbing but incohe­
rent {e tences, now pbraiding the fri r now apologizing to the knights, 
earneft to know what wa ecome of ab 1l~ yet equally afraid of their 

• • 
knowing, impatient to pl.lrfue her, yet dre ing to h ve them join in the 
purfuit. He offered to di patch eifeng<fr i L,quet\: ~ her :-but he chief 
knight, n longer keeping filence, repro~d ed'Niapfr a,in bitter terms for his 
uar an ambiguous dealing, and demanded the clfufe of I fab ella' fi ., ft ab . 
fen e fromethe caftle. Manfrla, cafting a ftern 100~ at Jer?me, impJying a 
c~mmand of filence, pretenped tllat on mad's death he had placed her i9- ' 
fanCluary until he could determine how to' difpofe of her. Jerom, who 
trembled for his fon's life, dic1-'not dare contradict this falfehood; bill: one of 

r his brethren, not under the. fame anmety, declared frankly tHat file had ,fled 
to th '1' church in the pre eding nisht. The prince in vain endeavoured ~o 
flop tIli difco ery, fCwh' h overwhelmed him witlt ihame and confufion. 'fh~ 
principal it-anger, amazed at the contradidio\1s he heard, and more han balf 
perfuadcd that Ma~fr d ha fecreted the princefs, notwithfianding tlle coOr. 
c rn he expreifed at h r flight, ruiliing to the door., faid, Thou traitor .. 

,prince! lfab lla {hall be found. Manfred endeavoured to hold him; but th 
other knights affifiing their co rade, he br~ke from the px:ince, and .haficn~d 
into the court, demanding hi attendants. Manfred, finding it in vain to di~ 
vert him from th purfuit, offel1 d to Il. com 1 ny him; .and fummoning his 

, at endants, and taking Jerome and fome of the friars to guide them, they 
i U oJrom the came OJ Man~red pr~vately giving orders to have ~he knight's 
company fecu1'ec1, while to the klllght he affected to di(patch a meffenger to 

quir their affiftance. • 

Tl e eomr~ny had no Cooner qu~tted the c file; tban MatUc;Ia, who £ It 
herfllf d .eply inter !ted for the young peaf~nt, lince $e had feen hini. con­
<iemned to death' in the hall, 'and whofe t~oughts had been taken ~l~ wi'h 
cone rting m a(nre to (av him, wa informed ~y forne of the r. mal at­
tel. dattts that Manfred had pifpa hed all his men various wa s in purfuit of 
fabella. oHe h d in liis hurry ~t this order in geD!ral terms, not mean­

ing to extend .it to the guard e { fet upon Th odoTe, but forgetting it. 
The domdl:ics,. offi iou to obey 0 peremptory a prince, and urged lly their 
own curioGty and love of novelty (0 join in any precipitate chace, bad to a 
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• an left the cafile. Matilda difengag'ed h rfdf from h . Wom ,fr I P 
to the black tower, and, unbofHr the dQor, prefent. her~ If to the ' afioniOl­
cd Theodore. Young man, faid {he, ,t lOugh fil~al duty and woman mo-
defl:y condemn' ftep I am ta -it ,yet holy charity, fur mounting . all oth 
tie, jufHfi s thi a . Fly j th~doors· of tl priG are op n: my futh r 
.and his d memes are abii t; b~ tge mayan rctu lOn: be one ttl fafcty; 
'and mn.y"the angels of h~v 'elir a: thy cburfe !-Thou art fur lyon ·of thofe 
angels !- faid the enraptured Theodore: none b w. t a bI {fed faint could' fpc k-, 
~ould aa:~ could 1 ok like thee !-M y I not know tne name of niy divine 
proteCl:refs? Methought thou llaflledft thy father ~ is it poni Ie? can Man­
fred's blo feel hoI ity?-Lov ly 1. 01., thou;nf"Yerefi not-B~tt how ,art 
thou here thyfelf.? Why doft thou . ne:-rleCl: thy own fa~ ty, and wafte a 
thoug a wretch like Theodore? Let us fly to'gether: the .life thou be-• • • 
ftowe!l 111a11 be dedicated to hy defence. Ala! t oq mi ak fi, faid Ma-
'til~a fighing: I am Manfred's daughter, but no dangers await me • • Amazc-

en ! fa' Theodore: but laO: night I ble{fed m1~ If for ielding thee the 
fervice thy gracious compaffion fo charitably r turn me now. Still t1 Ot :nt 
in an error, faid the prince£ ; but this is no time for ex lanation. 11y, vir­
tuo 5 youth, while it is in my power to favc thee: fhould my father return, 
thou and I both {bould ind ed have caufe to tremble. How? [aid Theo­
dore: thinkeft thou, charming mid, that I will ' accept of lif.e at the hazard 
of aught calamitous to thee? Better I endured a thoufand deaths-I run no 
rtfk, faid Matilda, but by thy delay. Dep~"t: it cannot, be known tl at. 
a'ffifted thy flight. Swear by the f.'lints abo [aid Tl odore, that thOll c 0: 
not be fufpeC.}ed; elfe . here r VOJN to await whate er can bef: 11 me. h! 
thou art 'too generous, faid Matilda j butleR: afiurcd that no fufpicion can 
alight on me. Oive me thy beauteous ha d in token that thOll ft not de­
ceive me, {aid 'Theodore; and let me bathe it with the warm tears .... f p;rati­
tUQc',- , bt:ari'faid the princers: ~hi muA: not be,-Alas! Jaid Theodor , 
I bave never known but cal mity until this ho r-pe.rhap {hall never know • . other fortune again: f"lifer the chafte raptur. s of holy gratitude: 'tis my 
foul woul print ita ffyfions on thy hand.- <orbdr, a d b gOl ,f. id 1:1-
tilda: how ould Ifabella approve Of feei ~hce at my feet? :Vh is Ira. 

'\la? faid the young man with furprife. • ~ 1 me! I fear, aid c princ {s., 
I.am ferving a deceitfu~, one! Haft thou for t thy curiofity this 'm ruing?-. 

- Thy looks, thy aCtions, all thy bea eous ielf {eem an emana '0 of d'vinity, • 
VOL. II. I • • {aid 
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!aid T eo are, but t hy words are darktand fnyfterious-Speak, lady,.. fpe~k 
to thy fervant's comprel!enfion.-Thou und r ndeft but too well, faid Ma­
tilda: ut once mor I command thee , to be gone: tllY blQod, which I m~y 
pt:eferve, will be on my head, if I wane th titne in vain difcottrfe. 1 go, lady. 
faid The;dore, b~caufe i~ is thy.will, l nd b. aufe I N'ould not bring the grey 
llairs of my father witp forrow. to th~ rav~~ Sa but, adored l~d ,that I 
have thf gentle pity.-S ay, faid Matilda; 1 w11l. -conduc:\: thee to 'the fub­
te ane'Ous vault by which If. ella efcaped; it will ad t~lce to. the ch.urch ·of 0 

faint Ni .nolas, where thou mayft tak fanCl:uary.-What! faid 'Fheodore, .. 
was it another, and not y lo\rely felf, that I affifted to find th~ fubteNa­
neons paffage? It was, faid ~atil~a: but aik no mo ' ; I tremJlle to fee 
thee frill p.bide here: fly to· the fanch ary.-To fanCluary t faid 'fheodpre : 
No, princefs; [anCIllaries 'are for h~lplefs damfel , or for crimin~l heo­
dore's foul is free from guilt, nor.- wi.ll ·wear th appearance of it.. Gi ve· In , 

a [vo.rord, lady, a~d thy father fhall learn that Theodore fcorns an igno~i­
nious flight. Rafh YOllth..! [aid Matilla, thou wouldiT not dare ~ lift , hy. 
prcfurnptuolls arm againfl: the prince 'of Otranto? N t again! thy father; 1n­
deed I dat:e not, faid Theodore: excu[e me, lady; I had forgotten-but could: 
I gaze on thee, and remember thou art {prung from the tyrant Manfred ?-. 
Bm he is thy fatber, and f!;om this moment my injuri s ar buried in oblivfon • 
.A deep and ho!low groan, which [eemed 0 come from above, ftartled the: 
, 11rince[s and Theodore. Good heaven! we are ov«; -beard t [aid the princefs. 

Tiley liftened; but, perceivi~g q,o farther noifj , they both concluded it the 
cffi of pent-up vapotlfs : an le pri.nceii, preceding Th od~re foftly, car­
ried him to he!; father's 31;'mOury j where eq!Jipping hi~11 with a complete fuit" 
h w s co.nduC1ed by Matilda to the porrera-gate. A oid the town, f~id the· 
prince!'s, and al1 th.e weftern fide the caftle: 'tis ~Qere th~ feasch mull: be 
ma ' ing by Manfi'ed and the Qrangers : b J.t hie thee .to the ,oppofite.quarter ... 
y. onJer, b hind .,that ford\: to the eail: is a ehain of rocks, h Howe •. t a, l~ 

byrintl f ca.verns that reach to the fea-cbaft. There thou mayO: lie con­
cealeB, till thou- emIt make figps to, fom~ veffi 1 to· put on {hore and tak;e the 
off. Go! heaven ~ I'hy guid~ !-and fometimes i.n thy prayers remember­
M~tild:l<;~-Theodo~c flung hiriif¢.f at he: feet, aoJl fei~ing her lIY)1and'" 
which wlth ftruggle fJ,le fufferecJtil n to kIfs, he vowed on the earlieft oppor­
tunity to get 'himfelf-k~ighted, af\.,d fervently entre~ted her permiffioB. to fwear 
limfelf ~terna~y her knjg~tt-.ETe ~h.e pri efs could reply, a clap of thun-

, <1 r: 
l 
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r was fuddenly heard, that ih 'ok t e b ttlemcnt . eodore I r 
'Of the tempeft, would have u g hi fuit; but tl princ fi,. d' ma.y 1, t .. 
treated hall:ily into the came, and c mr anded the youth to b gal), ·ith an 
air tbat woul not be difobcy e ftghe , and retired, bn with. y s 
fi >ed on the gate, until Matild c10ft g it put an. end to an ink'vi t; ; 'ir 

hi h the hearts of bot ad nk a deep. y of a p ilion w i h both 1 ow 
tafted for the firft time. .. • • •• 

• 
• •• • 
Theodore ent. penfively to the convent, to· acquaint his £'l.the with f.i 

'deli cran • Th rc he learned the ~bii nce of JeJ;ome, and the urfuit that 
'was making aftc'r t e lady If. b ll~, vi h fame particular of vho~ {lory hc 

ow fir!\: ~ecame acquainted. The gener us gal ntry of his nature rompte(\ 
him to ifh to affi her; but the l~on could 1 d him no ligh ' t gu fI .: 
at tp ·ro~te e had taken. tIe was' flot t mpted to wand r far in {i ar of 
her j for the idea f M tilda had im rint d idi If fa firo gl on hi b rt, th- t 

le couid not bear to abfent himfelf at much dill:ance from her abo . The 
ete d~rn Jerome had exprdred for him eoncurrel to confir~ thi reluCt nce; 
and he even perfi aded himfc If that filial affi tl:ion was the ehi f caufc of his 
hovering between the caftle and monaftery. U ntH Jerome {l auld return at 
night, Theodore at Ie gth determined to repair to tl e £ eft that M tilda 
had point d out to him. Arrivii1g there, he fought the 100micO: iliad ,as 
beft fuited to the pleafing mel choly that reigned in his mind. In tl is -, 
mood he roved infenfibly to the caves whi h had formerly £ ,rv d ,l) 'etr at 
to hermits, a were nuw r .ported round ·c country to b haunt d Y. 'Vi 

{pirits. H recoll Cled to ha.ve h ad this ~radition; and b iug of brave 
and adventur us difpootion, he willingly induJg. d his curiofity in exploring 
the feeret receffe of this labyrinth. had n~t penetrated ar b fore he 

• . , . . 
thought he heard the fteps of fome perron who ii emed to r tre t 1 e£ re him. 
Th~odo~e& though firmly grounde~ in all our holy £ ith enjoin to be beli\;'!cd, 

ad no apprehenfion that good men were abandoned w'thc5ut cau[e .to the 
malice of the powers of d rknefs. He tho ht the pI ce mar lik ly 0 be 

. infeft d by robb s, than by thofe infernal ag nts ho are reported to left 
and bewi e. traveilers. . He h d long bur d ,ith impatienc to apl~ove his 
v lour. Drawing his fabre, he marcbed e ately onward, mil itcCling his 

-ftcps aa e imperfed: ruilllng found before him led the way . • The armour 
b "'ore was a lik indication to the perro'n who avoided him. Theodore, . ~ . I z • •• not; 

• 

• 

e 

• 
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• • 



( 

, , 

• 

60 o t'T R A N'T 0 .. 
(J 

now co~v _1ccd thJ.\ he w, not n,ifl k:n, jredoubled his pace, and evidentlt 
g 'ned' n H! perfon that Bed; whore h' ~e 'ncreafing, Theodore came up 
jufi as woman ~'ll breathlefi' before him. He hafh:: 1 to raife her; but her 
t~rror wa fo grea.t, that he apprehen&ed ~!h would falltt in his arma. He 
td'Cd vel gentle word \,0 difpd her .uarm~) and . aIfl1reJ her that, far from 
'njuring, h would defend her 'ot the p. ril ~ bis lif,;. The lady 'ecovering 
hcr fpir' from his courteous demeanou" and gazmg on her protector, [aid, 
Su I have heard that oice before ?-Not to my ~nQwl dge, replieq Th £)­

d~re , u n] [s, as I conjecture: thou art the lady Ifabella.-tylerciful .hcav n! 
cried £h , thou art not fen in quell: of me, art thou? And faying tho e wotds 
fh c threw herfelf at his feet, apd bef~ught rJim not to delwcr her u~ to Man­
fred. To Manfred! cried Cfheodore-. No, lady: I have once already de-

o " • 

livered thee fro m his tyranny, and i't !hall fare hard with me now, ~ut I will 
place thee out of the rcach of Ms datIng. Is(it poffible, faid ihe, that thou 
ihouldfi be the genc/'o\Js unknown whom I met laft night in the vault of t..he 
came ? $:lre thoul/art not <I;, mortal, ,but my guardian angel: on my knee~ let ( « 

me thank-Hold, gentle princefs, faid Theodore, nor deme' n thyfelf hefo.-e ' 
a poor and friendlef~ young man. If heaven has felected me for thy deli­
verer, it will accomplifil its work, and ftrengthen my arm in thy caufe. 
But come, lady, e are too 'n ar the mouth of the cavern; let Us feek its lin~ 
moft reeeffc s: I can have no tranquillity till I have placed thee beyond the 
reach of dangcl'.- Alas! what mean yon, fir? faid file. Though all yOUl"' 

action ar noble, though. your fent" ments fpeak the purity of your foul, is it 
fitti~ that I fhould accompan you a10n into thefe perple ed retreats? 
Should we be fouod together, what would a cenforic;us world think of my 
conduct ?-I refpea: your irtuous delic cy, '[aid Thc:odore; not do you hal"­
bour a fnfpi · ion that wounds my h~flour. 1 meaqt -to conduCt you into the 
mo private cavity of thet rocks; and tb n, at the hazard of my life, t~ g ard 
their entrane againll: ev ry liv\ng thing, 13efide, lady, continued lte, dra~­
ing a de p figh, b eauteous and all perfect as your form ig, and thoJgh my 
w~{he are nut guilt1efs of afp~fing, know, my fd'ul i dedicated to another; 
anc\ ~lthough--~ J..uddeQ. noik prevented Theodore from p!'oceeding. They 
{oon di~ingui{hcd thefe founds, ffifa lla! \Vhat ho ~ IfatJella!T e trem­
blihg prince relapfed into herJ~f, rmcr a any of fcia-r. Theodore endea­
voured. to encourage her, but in vain. He affured her he would die rather 
~.han fuffer her to return under Manfred's po?,er; and hegging her to remain 

• c 4 conGealed 
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oncea~eu, he went forth to p~eve~ the 'perron i feat 11 of 7f !; om ap-
proaclpng. • • • . ~ . • . 

u;d an armed night difcoul'ung with a 
a (e n a lady • nt r th parre the r ~k: 

T~e knight was prepar1ng • e'k her, w'. ~h Th~od re, lacing himfi If in 
his way, with .his fwor dra~n, ~rnly foro ad him -at hi peril t /!at advance. 
And whO' art thou wl)o ar ft to' crofs my way? faid the knight haug tily. • 

• • • One wbo does ~ot dare mote than he will perform, faid Th od e. I feek 
tpe lad lfabella, faid the knight ~ :lQd und rijand £he hn t ken r fuge 
among thefe rocks Impede me '. t, or thou wllt repent having provoked my 
refentmertt.-Thy urpofe is as odious as t reli ntment i" contemptibl , 
faid Theodore, ' eturn whence tltou arndt, on we ihall ~ on kn·w whore . 
re.fe m~nt 'is mon t rribl .-The ~an er, who was the princi al i ht 
that had arrived from the l~arquis of Vicenza, h d g' lop d fr In Manfr d a 
be was bufied in getting information of the l"rinccis, and giving' .. riou or .. 

• Qe;s to pr vont h r falling into th pow r of th -three knights. Their -hi f 
pad fufpeCled Manfr d of being privy to the prit ccfs's abfcotlCHng; aoel' this 
infult from a 11lan who 1'l'e concluded wa~ ita ioned by that prince to feer te 
Ii r, confirming hi fufpicions, he mad U9' r ply, hut, 'f1 harging a bloW' 
with his fabre at Theodore, would' fOOll have r mov d all b( ruction, if 
Theodore, who took him for nc of Manfred's captains, and who liad n 
[ooller given the provocation than prepared to fupport it, had not 1'C i cd 
the ftroke 0 his jhit: ' . The alour th :-h d fo long been fmoth red il! i 
brean, broke forth at once: he f' {bed ~petuol1{]Y on the knight, • hofe 
pride aod wr th werc· not lefs p werful incentives t hardy de ds. The COIn- • , 

bat was ftl ic,>us, but not long. .leod re wounded thp. knight in three [I,: e-
ral place, and at laft ditarmed .m as he faint d by the lofs ot blo d" Thc 
p~af tit;. who had fled on' the l! ft onfet, had given the alarm to forne of 
Manf ed's domefiics, who by his orders were difperfed through the foreft in 
purfuit of Ifabella. Ther came up as the night fell, hom hey fi n dif. • 
covered to be tpe noMe ftranger. Theodor ·, nOlw~thfiandlOg his hatred to 
M~.l1ft , ~ould n{"lt hold the viCtory ad gain without emoti~lls of 
pity and generofi y: but he was more t u ed, when he learned t equality . 

• of his verfary, and was informed that he was no retainer', bq; an enemy of 
M nfr d. He affifted the fervants of the ~atter in difarmiog the knight, and • 
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o ring to ' aunch the blood ,hat flowed from-his wound-so Th , 
. kni ht, ceo ,ring .hi~ fp .c11., faid in a faint . an..d faltering voice, Generous 
foe, we have both been in an error: .I took thee for n ibftrument of the 
tyrant; I perceive thou haft made the Ii e mHlake ...... lt is too l'\te for excufes 
- . faint. If lfabella is "at hand, call her~I have important feerets to--. 
lIe is dying! faid one ,of me atte dants' j ha ' obody a, cruci x about them . 
Andrea, dp thou pray 0\ r him.- · Fetch fo e W~~, r, ' aid Theudore, an,d pour 
it down his throat, while I haftcn to the printefs. .ying this, he flew to Ifa"?> 
bell",; and in few words told her modcftly, that he had been fo unfo!tunat 

e , h' by miftake as to wound a gentleman from er'father s court, W 0 wlfhed ere he 
died to impart fomething of confequence lio her. The 'princefs, who had 
been tranfported at hearing t voice· of Theodore as he called herC!to come 

, forth, was aftonifhed at wha,t {he h acd. • Suffering herfd£, to' be conduc;ted 
~by T eodore, the new proof of wb,ofe'ialour recalled her difperfed' f~rit, , 

. ihe came h~re the. ble ding knigbt lay fpee hIe on · the ground-but her 
fears retur ed when {he behCId he dome!l:ic. of Manfred. She would agaill. 
h ave fJ. d, if Theodore had ti made h r o'bfcrv-e that they were uharmed 
.and had not thr a.tened thel!} with inftant death, if they iliould da e to feize 
the princefs. The ftrange(. ()pening his eyes, and beholding a woman, faj,d. 
Art th u-pray tell me truly-art thou !fabella of Vicenza? I am, faid ilie,; 
good hea.ven teftore thee "!-Then t,hou-then thou-faid the knight, fhug-

- gling for utterance-feeA:-thy father !-Giv. , me one-Oh! amazement! 
horror! what do I hear? what do I fee? cried Ifabella. · My father! You 
mY' futher! How came you here, fi~~ For heaven's fake fpeak !--Qh! run for 
help, r he will expire !- 'Tis mtJit true, faid the 'wounded knight, exert­
ing a.ll his force; I am Frederic thy father-Yes, I catile to deli.ver thee-

~ It will not be - Give me a p:uting kifs, and tak -Sir, (aid Theodore, do 
not.exhauft y urfelf: ruffi r us to c{)r1vey you to tht: caftle.-T-o, the came! 
faid Ifabella: Is there no h lp nearer than the c~ftle? Would you e ~ofe my 
father to the tyrant? If he goes thitber; I dare not accompany him.-LA.nd 

, f yet, car\ I leave him ?c-My child., faid Frederic, it matters not for me whi .. 
ther I am carried: a few mi t~ will place me beyond daqgcr: but while 
I have eyes to dote 6n thee, £ rfJ me not, dear lfabella! Thi brave 
knight-I' know not who he is-,~iJ.l proteCl: thy innocence. Sir, you will 
not abandon my' child, will you ?-Theodore, {bedding tears ov~r his,yiCl:im., 

f and vowing to guard the princefs at' the xpence of his life, perfuaded Frede-
.. f . ( 
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ic to fuffer himfelf to be con"dud d to the caftle. "Nhey pla~d J».m on a 
horfe belon~ing to one of the domeftics, after bindi g up hi woun 15 as \~elll , 
as they were able. Theodore marc d by Ws fid ; and the afflia:cd. lfabella 

ho could not bear '<> quit hiIh,4followed mournfully b hind.. " 

.# , 

• THE [orrowful etroop no fooner arr}ved at . the came, th n tIley w re met 
by Hippolit, and Matilda, wl m .!fabella had fent one of th domeftic 

liefo~e advertife of their approach. The la"<lie ; caufing Frederic to be c n- • 
veyed into the neareft ch ber, r~hred: iVhil the {ur eon examined his 
wound. Matilda blufued at feeing Thebdore and elfabe11a tog ther; bu 

• en eav red to conceal it by embracing the latte;., and co ling with her on 
er fathees mifchance. The furgeons foon came to acqu:\int Hippolita that 

none of the marquis's wounds we dangerous; and that he w s defirous of 
f~eing his daughter and the princdfe. 'I heodore, under prct nce of x­
prcffing his joy at being freed from his apprehenfions o f the combat being 
fatal to Frederic, could nOt r iCl the impulfe of following Matilda. I r • 
eyes were fo often caft down on me ting bis, that Ifabell , who r gardcd 
1 heodore as aU ntively as he gazed on l\1arilda, foon di \Tined ho the 0 i c 
was that he-had told her in the cave eng d hi affeClions. \tVhile thi ute 
fcene paffed, HIppor a demanqed of Fr deric t e caufe of his having t ~ n 
that myftedous courfe for reclaiming his daughter; and threw in various apo~ • 
logics to excufe het lord. for the mate contraCted between eir children. 
Frederic, however incenfed againft Manfred, was not infenfible to the cour-

fy a.. benevolence of Hippo1ita: but he was frill mor:e frruck.~· ith the 
lovely form. of Matilda. Wiflling to detain them b his bed-fide, h... i 4 " 

formed Hippolita of his d ory. He told he\, that, while prifoner to t' le infi- • 
deJs, he had t eamed that his daughter, 0 hom h had learned n(j news 
£lnce h~s ptivity, was detained in a ca Ie: where fue was in da r of t c 
Jlloft dreadful misfortunes; and that if 'l1 obtained hia libert , and r paired 
o a w d near Joppa, he would learn reo Alarm d at t is dr am, .and • 

iAcapable of obeyin~ tbe dire ,' given by it,. hi~ chains. b~cam~ more grle- • 

• " vous 
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vous the e~ r. But-while his though we fe occupied on the mea~s . of ob·C' 
tairiin'g his Ii er y, . he e'ved the agreeab 'news that the cOI)federate 
princes, ho w e warring in l'ale.fbne, d paid hi ranfom. He inA:antly fet 
out for the wood that had been marked in hi d earn. For thre days he and 
his ~ttemia~ts bad wander in th fore it! ut feeing a hun an form: but 
on the vening of the tl]i.rd they: came . a I, in hich they found a ve­
nerable h ·m,it in the agonie$ of death. Appl ytn' • ch cordials, they brought 
the jnt-like man to hi fpee h. My fons, [aid he I am bounden tn-your 

• charity-bl!t it is in vnin- am going 0 my eternal reft--yet I die with 
the fatisfaCl:ion of performi the will of heaven. When firft I repaired to 
this folitudc., afr r feeing my, country be ome a prey to flubelieveq [it is, 
alas! above fifty years flOce ~ was witneii to that drc dful [cep.e!] faimt Ni-

~chola~ ap peared to me, and' revealed 'a [eeret, which he hade me ne'.ler odif • 
. ' clore '0' mortal man, but on my d ath-Ded. Tl~is is dIat tremendous hour, 

and ye are 1 0 doubt the~ chofen warriors to whom I was order d to reveal my 
truft. As loon a~ ye have dpne the Jaft offices to this wretched corfe,.(Jig UJi- ., 
d r the feventh tree on th left hand of this poor cave, and your pains will­
Ph! good heaven receive my [oul! With thofe words the devout (nan breath-
ed his laO:. By break of day, continued rederic~ when we had committed 
the holy relics to artl1~ we dug according to direCtion-But hat was our 
aftoniiliment, when ,about the depth of fix feet we difcovered an enormous 
fabre-the very weapon yon er in the court! On the blade, which wa 
then partly out of the fcabbard, though fine clofed by our effort in remov­
ing it were written the following ~e - 0; excufe me, rna am, added 
the marquis, turning to Hippolita, if I forbear to reaeat them; I refpect 

,. your fi x and rank, and would not be guilty of oft nding your ear with founds 
.injurious to ught that is dear to y. u.-He pau!; d. Hippo!ita tremblecL 
She did not doubt but Frederic ~as deftin d by heaven to accompiiili the fate 
that feemed to threaten her hOllie. Laking. with anxious fondnefs !\1a:.. 
tilda, a filent tea ll:ole down her cheek; but recolleCting herli 1f, {he {aid, 

e Proceed\ my lord; heaveJ rloes lOthing in vain: mortals muA: receive its , 
divine J,lehefis with lo,¥lineli a.n fubmiffion. It is our part rt> de recate it.; 
wrath, or pow to its decrees. It at th fentence, my lord; weclilten re. 
figned.--;Fredellc wa grieved that lad proceeded fo far. The dignity and 
patient firmnef: f Hippolita pen trated him with refpeCt, and the'te der 
fil~t .a1fettion, with which \he princefs a her daughter r garded each 

• <>tluer. 


