
• 
• • 

ther, m Ited him almoR: to t ~a ' . et a prchenfi e th .. t h's for a nee to 
obey would be more alarming; lle repeated in a fal ring !.lnd low voic.c! th 
following lines: ' . • 

• 
Where'er a cafque tha ouod, 
With perils is , y <la bter c mp 'd rcung : 
Alfonfo' blood .alan can -fave the maid, 
And quiet a 10 g-reftlefs prin~e's ihad • • 

• 
• • 

~hat is' -there in· the1e lines, faid Thepdorc im atiently, h t aft as th fc 
prin~!fes? Why. ere tb y to bee.!hocked by a myfterious d licacy, that h~s 
fo littl~ oundation? Your words rude, yo ng man, [; i(l the marqui ; 
.and thou h fortun has favoured you once-My ltonoured lor 1, fa: d Uabella, .: 
wh.o fefentcd Theodore' warmth, i h efh perceiv d was di at d by his 
fentiments for Matilda, difcompofe not your£ If fO),' th a 10 109 )f "a p ufan ' 
fon: lIe forgets the re 'creoee he owes you j b this ~10 accu med-

• ip·polit:, concerned at the heat that h d arifen, check d Theodore for hi 
boldnefs, but with an air acknowl dging his zeal; and, changin th COOM 
verfation, demand d of red eric where he had left her lord r. As e n1arqui 

e 

w gOln to reply, they heard a noife without; and riut to enquire the 
caufe, Manfred, Jerome, and part of the troop, who had met a imper£ a: 
rumour of what had happ ned, entered the chal er. Manfred advanced 
haftily towards Frederic's bed to condole wJth him on his misfortune, nnq to 
learn the cir mftanc.: s of the combat; wli n ftatting in an agony of tt;ror 
and amazement he crjed, Ha! what art thou, thou dreadful {peare ! Is my 
hour COJlle ?.l-My deareft, gracious lord, cried Hippolita, c1afping him in h r 
arms, what is it yoti Ii e ? Why do yo a fix your eye-ball th s?- What! 
cri d lV}anfred -breathlefi....:..d ft thou fee nothip , Hippolita? III thi ghafily 
ph~ntomient to me lone-to me. who did not-For mercy' fwe teO: f, If, 

• 

my lorcT, faid Hippolita, refume your foul, command our reafon. There 
is nohe here but we, yourafriends.-What, a not that Alfonfo? cried an .. 
fred: doft thou a not fee hit ? Can it be m hr.' , d lirium ?-This ~ my 
lord. fai ipl"olita; his is Theodore, t youth who has been fo. unfortu-
na e-Theodol'e! {aid Manfr d mourn y, and fhiking h' forehead-

• Theodor , or a phantom, he has unhin e the foul of Manfi d.~But how 

a 

• 
comes he here? and how comes in armour? I believe he went in {eaTe • 
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of Ifa ella {; id I!~ a ita. Of rCabell ? [a'tel Manfre 1, nl apGng into rage 
Y " ,'yes, t , t is not dou tfn l - But how did e [cnpc from durance in which 
1 left . m? V{ as it lfithelJ, ) r this 1 pocriti al old friar, tha procured his 
c !arg ment ?-And would a r nt be cri.uihal, y lord, (aM Theodor , if 
he mcditat cl the deliver nc of hi s child? erom, amne to hear himfelf 
in a manner accufed b hi fan ,. and 'tho . n~tion! knew not what t() 

• « 
think. He could not cOl11prel1el d hoW Theotl6r~ h 1 efc ' ped, ho-w he came t 
be rmed" n } to enc ' nnter rederic, till he wo d not venture to ~fk. lady 
qucflions .hat mig t t nd to inflame Ma fr d's wrath againft hi fon . ·Jerome's 
fil nc convinced Manfred 'h;:tt be ha ontrived Tb odore r leafe.-' And i it 
thus, thou ungrateful old an, [; id the pr~nceJ addreffing- him!i If tQ the friar, 
that thou r payeft rAin and i ippolit '$ )ounti.es P And !lot ~o e"nt with tra-

~ v rfing my hart' neare.11 Ifh , that:! at"melt thy baltar , and bri"r~ e him 
into my own caftle to iQfult ~e !_ Myc lord, faW Theodore, you' wrong, my 
fllther: por he no~ I 1$ capabl of harbouring a. thought againfi your peace. 
Is it infofen thl to furrellder myfelf to your highnef: 's pie fur ? ,ildded he, . 
laying his {word .refpeCtfully at Manfred's ,feet. B bold my of om; ftri , 
my lora,' if you fufpea th t " a difloyal tho ght is lodged there. There is n'ot 
:a. fentiment engraven on my heart, that does not venerate you and yours. , 
The grace and fI ou with which Theodore ut cr d theCe words-, intereded 
every perfon prefent in his favour. Even M nfr d was touched-yet am 
poifeifed with his refemblance to Alfonfo, is admiration was dallied with 
:t: ceet horror. Rife, {aid he; thy' life is not my preii nt purpo~.-BUt tell 
me hy hinory, . and how thou :!l'meft connee cd with this oIl traitor here. 
My lord! {aid Jerome eagerly.--P ace, imp'oftor! (ili", Manfred· I will not 
have him prompted. My lord) faid Theodore, i want no affiftancc; my 
nary is very, bri f. I wa-s carned at.: five years of age to Algiers ith my mo
ther, who had Qcen tak bY,corfairs fmm the oaft' of Sicily. ' She.died of 
grief b lcfs tha~ a twelvemonth.-The te $ gullied from Jerome'8.1 c-yes,..on 
who~ countena c a thouCan l anxio~s paffi ns frood expr {fed. Before the 
di d, (,continued TheD or , £h bound a ri6ng about my arm under my 
gar nts, which to1tl me· a ' the fan of the count Falco ara.:--lt is moft . 
true, f: i J rome; I am that wr h d father.-Agam 1 enjoin {.hee '6lence, 
{aid M nfred. proce d. I r mOl n d in flav ry, faid Theodore, until within 
thefe two years, when attending QP. my. mailer in his cruizes, I was (ieliver~d 
~y a chriftian veffel, which .overpower d e pirate land difcovering myfelf 

r 

o 
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• the ca tain, he generoufly put" me n ihore in l~ily. . But al)s! J llfiea 
of finding a father, I learned th~ his eftate, which \Ita fitnated n the; aOt 
had during his llbfen~e been laid. waft by the rover who had car 'ed my 
mother and 10 !nto captivity: (htt h~s caftle had be n burnt to the gr UD, : 

a~d that my father on his ret ' had fold what r in d, awl :a r til' ( 
into religion in the king m of-1; aples, but ere) no man c uld in£ rm m . 
Deftitute and friendlefs, op~rs annoft of attaining ·the tranfport· f a pa
r. nt's e.mbrace, I took th" efirft opportunity of Ii tting fail for Naples; fl In 

whence within th~fe fix days I wand red into ttis province, ftill lppol'ti~g 
myfelf by the labour of' my bands; nor till yefl:er-morn did I believe that 
he ven had referved.any lot for m . but peace of mind and contented po tty. 
This, my'1ord, is Theodore's ftory: • I a'm hIe d beyond my hop in fin l
ing a father; I anfunfortunate beyond lny defer~ in having incurred your 
big:hn~fs'~ dif, leafure. He c~afe~. A mut m\lr' of approbation gently a ofc 
fmm the audience, This is not all, [aid Frederic; I a b tlnd in honour to 
add what he fuppreHe. Though he i mod eft, .I muft b. gencl'otts-hc i 

• 0 e ·of th~ braveft youths on chriftian ground. He is wai"l 00; and from 
the [hort knowledge I have of him, will pledge myfelf fi l' his v l'&city: if 
what he r ports of himfelf were not true, he would not utter it-and ~ r e, 
yotlth, I honour a frankn fs which becomes thy birth. B now, and thou 
didO: offend me; yet the noble blood which flows in thy v in may well be 
allowed to boil out, when it has 0 recently traced itfelf to its fouree. COin, 
~y lord, [turning to Manfred] if I can pardon him, furely y may: it j 
not the. yout '5 fa\l1 , if you took him for <t fpearc. Thi bitt r taunt 11 d 
tl1e ,foul of Manfred. If beings from anot Ct' world, re lied he haughtily, 
have power to imprefs' my m nd 'with awe, it is more than living' mart c:)n 
do ; nor could a ftripling artn--My 1 ci, interrupt cd ippolita" your eft 
has occafion of repofe; !hall we not 1 ave him to his reft? S:lyipg this, and 
ta~ing tanfred by the hand, {h~ took leave df rederic, and 1 d h~ co .. 

• pany f9 h. The prince, not lorry to quit a converfadon which recalled t 
mind the difcovery he had -made of his .moil: crt fenfati~ns, fufl"cred b {elf 
to be condua~tl . tQ his own apartment, after : permittin heodorc, thQugh 
U .c.er e em~nt to turn to tbe caftle n ~he monow, (a co'nd~ioll the 
young man gladly accepted J to retire wit is £: her to the co vent. Ma-

• tilda and lfabella were too much occupied ,!ith their 'Own refle ions, and too 
littl content with each other, to willi for farther cOllverfe that night. Ther 
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1i parat d e h to her. chamb r, with m e e )reffions of ceremony, and fewer-
of ea eCl:ion, ·than had 1fed between them fillcc tl eiT childhood . 

• 
• !f they parted with fmall cordiali.ty, the did btl m et with gr~ater impa-

tience as Yoon as the ii was rifen~ • Their mind were i a lltuation that 
. eluded [Jecp, and rlC!l recolle ed a tpoufa . queB:ions w ich {he willi d 

111C had I'ut to the other overnight. Mattlda ~ed that Ifabella had b en 
(. twi e delivered by Theo?ore in very critical fituatio s, wbich fhe cOlVd Inct 

be~eve ac . dental. His eyes it was t ue, bad b n fixed. on her· in F re
deric's chamber; but that might have been to difguifc: his paffion for lfabelJa 
fr01fl the £ thers of both. It w re better . 0 clear this up. She ifhed to 
know the truth, left !he lhouFd wrong h~r friend by ent.ertain!ng a paffiou fOf ' 

(' !fabella's lover. Thus jeal ufy prompted, and at the fam~ time borrpwced an 

c 

excuv from friendihip to juftify itB curiofity. e • " 
t 

I 

Ifabella(, not lew reftlefs had better foundation for h~r fufpido. oth 
Theodore's tongue and eyes had told her his heart was engaged, it was tr e 
-yet perhaps Matilda might not correfpond ,to his paffion=-She had ever 
appeared infenfible to love; all her thoughts were fet on beaven-Why did I 
diffuad her? faia Ifabell to herfelf; I am pUl1i1he~ for my generality-But 
wh n did they meet? where ?-It ca not be; I have d ceived myfelf-Per
hap laO: night w s the firft time they ever beheld each other-i~ muft be 
ome oth r objeCt that has prepoffeffed his affections-If it is, I am not fo 
unl ~ppy as I thought; if it is n ,Ii my friend Matilda-Bow! <!an I ftoop to 
willi for (he affi crion of a man, who rnd 1/ and unOf: cffarily acquainted ~e 
with hi ' ndiff"erence? ~ nd that at the very moment in which common cour
tefy demand d at 1 aft e. preffions 0 civility. I wJIl go to my dear Matilda, 
who will onfitm me in this becoming pride-Man is falfe-l will. advife 
with h,;..r n taking the v i1 ~ fhe will rejoi to find me in this di pfition; 
an<l ,1 will acq 'aint her that 1 no long r, oppofe her inclination for the 
,cloHl . In this frame f mindi and determined to open her heart entir Jy to 
Mat'lda, ffie went tp th t p ncefs's chamber, whom !he "found already 
dreffi <1, end leaning penfively o~ 1 wr arm. This attituoe, fo cor((ipond~nt to 
what {he fi I herfelf, revived If~~la's fnfpicions, and defir y d the confi
dence ihe had purpofcd to place,in ner friend. They bluQled at ameetil~'g , , 
and were too much novices to difguife tbNr fenfations with addrefs After 
( " r C 1 • . fome 

" 
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• -fame unmeaning quefii ns and r i , Matild clem ended of/lfa~ lIa the 
cau~ of her flight. The lat er who had aIm ft fo ott fr'd 5 plan, 
fa entir ly " as file oe upied by her wn, concludi g that Matilda r 1'1' d to 
her 1aft efca from t can e t, hich had occaflOned the ev ot of he 
preceding evening, r pH d, 1\1 telli br ught war to the cony or that your 
mother "\l a de;ld.- h ~ faid 1 atiI a int l1upting her, Bianca has 1 ioed 
that mi ake to me: on £ ei me ef: int, {h. cried out, Th prince ~ is de d ! • nd arte1li, who had c m for th ufu 1 dol to the caftl -And what ade . " 
you faint? fJ id • If. bella, indifti ~ n to the r a. Matilda blu01cd, an fl.-am-

ered-· My father-be was fitting in 'judgment. on a crimi al.-Wh t cri
minal ? laid IfabeUa eagerly. ~ young man, faid Matilda-l belie - I 
think it wa t~at young man that.- h t, 1'h adore? fai lfah 11. Y s, 
aof er d !he; L ~ever faw him b for ; I do nor know how le had offi nd d • 
my ather-h~lt, a he ha Qeen of r ic to you, r am gl my lord ha r- ... 
cloned him. S rv.d m ? replied IfI bella: do you -t rrn it fer iog me, to 

• w und y father, and almofi:. oc alion l1i d h? Tho } it i bu lOce 
efterday that I am hI fred with knowing a p ren, I h p . Matild do' not 

think I am fuch a ftranger to £IIi 1 end rn fs not to T ~ nt the bolcJl1c.:~ of 
that auda iou youth, a tlIa it is im offible ~ rev r t fc 1 any ITcc
tion for one who dared to lift his arm againft the a thor f y b iog. No, 
Matilda, my heart abhors him' and if you full r tain th ricndOli for me 
that you h~.ve vow d from your infancy, you will detcO: a m n who h b ell 
on the point of making me mifer ble for ever. M. tilda h ld down h r head, 
and re lied~ hope nly deareft Ifabella - es not doubt her Matilda's J end_ 
1hip: I nev r behel that youth \lnft Y f'rday; he is almofi: a ihanger to 
me: but as the fqr eon h. e pr nounced our father out of d ngcr, you • 
ought not tQ. harbour .... yncharitable r ntm nt againfr ne 10 am p r-
fund did hot know the marquis wu r latep to you. You plead his ~aufe 
very h tically, faid Iii bella, econfidering he is 1i much a {hanger to y u! 

am mifl:akeu, or he return your cha i y. hat m ~n you? faid Matild". 
Nothing, f'aid lfabella; repenting that the id given M tilda a hit thea:. • 
d re's inc1inat' n for her. Then ehangin the tlife rfe, £1 c a'fk~d aliI 
what ·cc loned M~fred t take Theod re for a fp the? Bl f: m , faid Ma-
tilda, did not you ob£4 rve his extreme emblanc to thc po r:tlt of Alfonfo 

. in the ) llery? I took n tiee of it to Bi n a even before I fa him in arm urj . 
but with the helmet on, he is t very image 9f that picture. r do not ~ch • 

• • • oofer e - • 

- • 
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obferv' iCl r 5, faia If: bella; much 1 haNe I examined this young .mau 
fo t nuvely as you (eerIlbto have done.-t}h! Matilda, your heart is ill 
dange but let me warn y u as a friend-He qas owned to me that he is in 
lo,:e: it cannot be with you, for yefterdIy as. the firO: time YQU ever met- . 
was' it not ~ Certainly, replied Matilda., But why does 1 de reft !fabella . 
conclude from al)y thing 1 haveLfaid, that~e paufed--then contiI?-uing, 
He faw y fi ft1 and I a'ln fat from havfngt the ~nity to U1ink that my little 
porty,n of chat"ms could engage a heart devoted to feu. May you be happy,.. 
IfalfC!lla, wb tever is the fate Of l'4atilda !-My love y frien,d, f: id I.fabella, 
whofe heart was too· hOJ1eft to r.efift a kin~ expreffion, it is you tbat Theodor~ 
admires; 1 faw it; I am perfuaded of it j or £hall a thought of my own 
haPI)inefs fuffer me to interfer<Y with yours •• This franknefs drew te r froln 
the gentle Matilda.; and jeal.ou[~ that f(k a moment had ra fed a coolllefs 

.. betw n thefe amiable maiden , foCY.l galJe way to the natural Gncerlty an.d 
candour of heir Copls. "Each confeIfed to the other the impreffion that Theo-

e dore bad li:ade on her; and this confidenc.e w.as followed by a ftruggle of 
geherofity, each inf11Hng on y ieldiog her claim to her friend. At length, the. 
dignity of If.'\belJa.'s virtue reminding her of the preference which Theodore 
had almoft declared for her rival, 1 ade her determiae to conquer her paffioo,. 
a,nd ce e the belov d objea to her fr' end,. 0 

...t Dnring this conteft of amity, Hippolita e l.ered her ,daugl1ter~s chamber. 
Madam, faid fhe to rfabelIa, you have fo much tendernefs for Matilda, and 
int~l (l yourfclf fo kindly in whate er affects our wretched honfe that I can 
have 110 fecrets with my child, wfllch are not proper for you to hear. The 

( princdfe "Ii tere aU attent-ion and anxiety. ~now then, madam, continued 
Hippolita, nu YO\1, my .d areft .M<\tilda~ that being con inc d by all ' the 

. events f the~ two .laO: ominous days, that heaven~ purpoii s (he fc ptre of 
Otr nto !hould pafs fro Manfrf!d's hands into thofe of the marquis Free ric;, 
I have been p rhaps U1fpired with the thought of averting our total ~tnruc~ 

c. tion by the lmion of llr rival hOlbfes. With this vi6W I have been r rol ofiog 
to M nfred my }Qj'd to tend r thi dear dear child to Frederic our father-=-
Me to iord Fred ric .!. cri 'Matil ay G od heavens! 1 y grad us 1Uo~her
an.d have jou p med' it :to my fadieu ? I have, raid Hippolita: he liftened 
pcnignly to my; propo£ ,J, and i~ gone to break it to the marquis Ah ! 

(. ",ret hed princefs! cded It:1.bella, what haft thou done? What rurn has thy' 
~. . 

madvertent c 
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• . in <h· 'r ell g odnefl en pr 'arin ' £ r thy~ If, ~ r e, and r M tild, ! 

R in frorn me to Y0:'1 nn I y child! Ji id Hi P it : WlJ t can thr n? 
Alas! f: id fabella, th purity f your wn h • r.t pr ent. your ~ ng the 
d Pt:a ·tty Q t lers. M nfr • ou'r lord, that itnpiou man-l loId, f: id 
Hippo1ita; you m 10: not in y efen e, yoUt I dy, menti n Manfred 

ith difr {i e : h is y 10 and 1Uilian ,and- ill n t he Ion fo, faid • Hal lIa, if hi wicked purpofcs c ri be carri d into x ution. Tht bngun e 
maz Ii m ,fai Bippo' a, Your feeling, Habel!. , i warm; but unti~ this 

hour I never k :1 W ' tray you in intempe~ nee. \Vhat de d f M 11r l' d 
1thori s you to treat hiro as a murderer, "in a affi ? • l~ou virtu us . 

and too cr dnl u • prioceli ! repl~ d lfabella; it is not thy life he ims at-
• it i to fi arate himfl.lf from the ! t6 divor thee! To- 0 divorce m ! 

To div ree my' m t r! cri d HipPolita and M a 'Ida at one .-Y , id lfa- • 
h<dla· ; and to c mpl t h's ,c rime, e In ditat s-1 car not fp k it t \Vh 
can furpafs what tholl haft aIr ady uttered? faid til~ . i polita w. 

• fiJ nt. • ri f cho d r fpe ch: and the r<:c lIeltio~ of Ma~fr cIt ) tt 
4mbigu l1' di(courv confirmcd what {he he rd. i x ell nt, dear lady! ma
dam! mother! cri ,d l r.. 11 , flinging herft If at Hippolita' C I" iu tr nf. 
port of pafli,()11 ; ~ru!l: m ,heliev me, I '\ ill die a thouf: d. d ths foon r 
dian c nfent to injure you, than yicld to fo odiou - h! ., h' i to mueh! 
cried Hi polita: what crime does one cri me rug "eft ! ife, dear I bell ; 
do not doubt your virtue. Oh . Matilda, thi firoke is too 1 eavy fo thee! 
W eep not my chiJd; and not a murmur, I c. arge thee. emcrnb r, he i 
tby father ftTll.-But you ~re my mothe 0, {aid M ati1d £ rvently; at jail 
are virtuous, you are uiltlefs !- Oh! muft not I, m (t not 1 comp), i ~ You 
muA: not, id Bipp lita - om, all , will yet b well. ;Maofr u, in the 
agony for the lofs ~ thy 'brother, kn • not what he {aid: p . rhnp Ifab lIa 
tnifllns:! rfto,,{him: his he'rt i ood-and, my child, thou knoweO: not aU: 
Tl erej a cI friny hang over us. ; the hand of Providence j firetc\"/l ou -
Oh ~ co ld 1 but fave thee from the wreck! - e, continued 1he in a firmer 
ton, per .aps the {; crifice· of myfelf may at ne for aU--!.-l will go d offi r • 
myfi If to this ivorce-it boot not what b ·comc:s 0 Ine. I will wi dra • 
i 0 th ighbou in monan: ry, and. w ft thct remainder of rfe in praye 
and tears for my child and-the prince hou nrt as much to o~d for thi 

orld, ~ id Ifabella. a Manfred is exec le- ut think notf lady, that b 
weaknefc~ihan determine· for me. -} fwear-hear me, all y angels-Stop, I • 

7 ' . . . adju c • 
• . - . • 

• 

, . 

• 

• • 



t , -
THE CAS T L E OF OcT RAN T 0. 

adj ure the cried fiippolita; rememb , t ' u daft not depend on thyfelf r " 
th haO: a father.-Mycfather is too piau, too noble, interrupted Ifabella, 
to cor and an impious dl,en. But 1110uld he command it, c n a father en
jo.in a curfed aC1? I Wa contra' d to t e n.j call I wed th~ father ?-No, _ 
madam, ; force ihould not drag Tl1e to ~anfred's h, ted bed. I loathe 
him, I abhor him: di\li~ and' human]a "forbid,-And my fricQd, my 
d arefl: M'atilda! 'Would-r wound her t "n~r foul by( injuring her adored mo· 
the ?- my own mother-I nev r huve known andther.=--~Oh! file is th 
rno her of. both ! cried Matilda. Can e, can we, Ifa ella, adore ~er too 
much? My lovely childtep., faid the touched Hippolitn, your t(!'ndern fi 
ov rpowers me-but I muO: not give way it. It is no ours to 'make eLc .. 
'tion for ourfelves; heaven, <9ur fathers, and our huiliands, m fi: cide for 

• \1S. Have patience until y<>u hear what Manfred and Frederic have deter .. 
min d. If the marquis accept Matilda's hand, I, know lhe will readily"b y. 
Heaven may inte~of~ and prevent ,the reft. What means my child? con .. 
tinued £h , feeing Matilda fall at her feet with a Rood of fpeechlef-s tears
But no; anfwer m~ not, my daughter; I mufl: not 'hear a word againft the r 

pleafure of thy father. Oh! doubt not my obedience, my dread ul obedi- ' 
ence to him and to you! faid Matilda. But can I, moft r fpeCted of women, 
can I ~xperienc all this tendern fs, this world of goodnefs, and conceal 
a thought from ,the beft of mothers? What art thou going to utter? faid 
IfabelJa trembling. Recollect thyfelf, Matild~ No, Ifabella, [aid the princefs, 
I ihouJd not deferve this incomparable parent, if the inmofl: receffes of my foul 
harooured a thought without her pc -million-Nay, I have offende\1 her; I have 
'fu$ red a pafIion to enter my heart without her avowal-But here I difclaim -
it; here I vow to heaven and her--My child! my child! faid Hippolita, 
w hat words are theft!? What new c~amities bas fate in ftore for us? 1 hou a 
p affion! hou~ in this hOtlt of deftruction--Oh r I fee all· fny guilt! faid 
Matild;:t. I abbor myfelf, if l coO: my mother a pang. She is the 'dear,eft 
thing I have on e rth-Oh! I wilt never, ~ever behold him more! rfabelia, 

( faid Hippolita, rh if art confciCllUS to this unhappy feeret, whatever it is. 
Speak-What! eried Mati.1da, ave I fo forfeited my moth<r,r's love that £he -
will not permit me even to fpea~ Yly own guilt ~ Oh,! wretched, wretched 
Matilda!;"" TQou art too cruel, fai~ Jfabella to Hippolita: can£t thou behold 
this anguifh of.. a virtuous mind, and not commlferate it? Not pity qly child! 
!aid Hippolita, catching Matilda in her arms-Oh! I know file is good, file , . 

r • - l' 
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' - all virtue, all tendemefs" and duty • • I do forgive thee,,-my exc,ellent, my 
• only hope! T~e princeffi s then .revealed to Hippoli th ir mut.ual h~cr .. 

tion for Theodore, and the purp. fe of Ifabella to refign him to llda. 
Hippolita blamacl their imprudeace, a~d Chewed the i the improbability tha 
either father would confent to bcQ:ow qis heirefs .on lo poor a man~ though 
nobly born. Some (:omf~rt;t he her to fil1d their paffi n of fo ' recent a 
date, and that Theodore 'bad but Uttl~ enufe to {u[pea it in ith . She. 
ftQaly enjoined them to av id all correfpondence with him~ , This .M tiki . 
fervently promi~ 4; but 1fabella, whS' flattere herfelf that, the fQeant n 
more than. to promote his . union witn her friend, could not determine to 
avoid him; and fI;1a~e no reply;. ~ vyin go to the convent, faid HippoIit(l, . 
and order ~ew maffes to be faid ror~ deliverance 'trom there ¢a1amitie .-Oh ! 
my mother, faid Mat ilda, you mean to quit us: yo mean to take J'1nCtuary, 

, and ,to ive: y father an opport\lnity f p ruing his fatal interition. Al s! 
on my knees I fuppiieate you to forbear-Will you lea e me a prey to Fre~ 
cleric ~ I ill follow you to the convent.-Be at peace, my ~hi1d, . d Hip
~olita: I wiII return infiantly. I 'will never abandon th e, until I know it i 
the will of heaven, and for thy benefit. Do not deceive m ) (aid M dId. 
1 will n'ot marry l"rede\"ic. untH thou cOffimandeil: it. Alas t Wh£!.l wili be
oome tI~ me ?-. Why that exclamation? faid Hlppolita. 1 ha promifed thee 
t{) r turn.-Ah! my mother, replied Matilda, fray and fave m from myfelf .. 
A frown from thee can do more tAan all my father's feverity. I hay given 

. away my heart, and you alone c~n make me recall it. No more, raid Hip .. 
polita: thou lI1ufi not relapfe, Matilda. I"can quit Theodore, faid !he, bttf 
muft I wed another? Let me atlcnl { thee to he altar, and [but m~ If f''r~m 
the world forever. Th~ {ate depends on thy' father, faid 1 ippoJjta: 1 have 
ill beftowed my tendernefs, if it has taug~ thee to revere aught beyond him. 
Adieu, my ChiJd-! I go to pray for thee. . • • . . ~ 

Hippdirta's real ,p'.lrpofe was to .~etnand of Jerome, whether in col1(cienot 
are might ·aot eonfent to the divorce. She h oft urged -Manfred to r riga 
the principality, hich tbe delicacy of ber 4>n[ci~Dce rendered an hourly 
burdler. ttl hir. There. fcruple8. concurred to'make the ·feparation from-her 
hufband appear lea dreadful to her than it. ould have feemed in any other 
fitu tion. ' 

Jerome • . , 
-

,. 

•• 

• 

.. . 
• 

• . . 
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• •• • • rome, at quitting t came overnight, d l]uefHoned Theodore fcvcrel 'y 
why had accnfecl him to Manfred of b g privy to hi efc ll pe. Theodb 
Qwned it had been with defign to prev:nt fred'~ fufpicio~ from alighting 
o~ Mati} a; and addcd, J he hoJinefs pi Jerpme'lS life a d c araCl:er fecur d 
11im from the tyr hes wrath. 1 erOme was · earul gri ved to difcovc~ hi 
fon's inl!l'ination for that princefs; an , reaving him to his rell:, promifcd in 
th morning to acquaint him with importa t rea[ons for conquerin hi p -
Hon. 1 eotlor, 1i e lfabelra, was to recently acquainted. with par ~tal au
thority to fubmit to its cl -cifiol1s againll: the impulfe of his heart.- H ad 
littl curiofiry to 1 am the friar's reaeons" and lees difpo(i ion to obey them. 
The lov ly atild. h ad mad ftron ger impreffiorJ on him han filia affi etlon. 
All night he pleafed himfelf with viiions of love; and it tva' not till Iat ,after 
h morning-office, that he recoIl Cled he friar's commands to attend irp at 

Alfonfo's tOil b. t. 

( , 
Young man, {aid Jerome, when lle Ii w him, this tardinefs does not plcaCe(' I 

me. Hav c fat~er' command alr~ady fa little weight? Theodore made 
awkward excufes, and attributed his delay to having overil pt himfelf. And 
on whom were y dreatl).s employed? {aid the fri r itewl. His fon bll!lili
ed. Come, come, refumed the fri r,'inco fiderate youth , this mull: not be; 
eradicate this guil y paffion from thy brea to-Guilty paffion! cried Theo
clore: can guilt dwell with inn a ent b auty and virtuous modefiy? It is fin
f~l r plied the friar, to, chcriilict lOfe whom heaven has dooraed to dell:ru -
tion. A tyrant' race mull: be [wept from the cat h to the third alil fou th 
generation. Will heaven vi{jt the innocent'for tl e cri'mes of the guilty? [aid 
Theodore. The fair Matilda has "irtues enough-. To undo thee, i,ntcnupt
ed J erome. Hall: thou fa foon forgotten that twi e the fava e M nfr d has 
pronounced hy fentence? Nor ha e I ft rg tten, fir, faid Theodo °e, • that, th 
charity of hi ~ rlaught~r deliv red me from hi power. can forget injuri ", 
but never enefits. ' Tb . 'injuril!s th,ou, hall: receivt!d from Maufr d s rac I faid 
the friar, ar beyon~ whA\t th~u eanll: oncei~e.- epl n t, but view this 
holy inpge! Beneath this m:hbl monum nt refl tm:: ' allies cf he~ good Al
fonCo; a prmce adorned with cry virtue: th father of his people! the 
delight of man ind! Kneel, h ad-ftrong- boy, and lill:, while a father un
folds a tale of honor, that will expel every fentiment from thy foul, but 

,. feor. tion 
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• nratIon of.facl'ed vengeance,-Alfo o! muc -ihjurcd ·rince! 1 thy 
fatisfied !hade fit awful ou the trQubled air, while th e tl' mhIing lip s~ .! 
who comes there ?-The moO: wr che 1 of wom n~ to id ipp.0Utn, (' rillg 
the choir. d father, art th6>utat fc iflJre ?-But why this kne ling youth.~ 

hat means the horror imprinteq on e~ch countenal~ce? why t th v nda
ble tomb-Alas! haft th~u fee aught? \Ve:were pouring forth our orifons 
o haven, replied the friar with fbm~ confufion, to ut an ad to 1 we 

this d lorable provine, Join ith us, 1 dy! thy fpotlefl fouIll) Y ~b
tain an· e.xemptio~ from t e jlldgmen w1 ich tne portents of thefi day it 
to~ fpea ingly denounce againft thy houfe. I Ptay fervently to hea'\"el to 
divert them, faid the pious pritlce" Thou knoweft: i has e n the OCCUp~"I . 
tion of my life to wreft a bleffing for my lord nd my harmIcfs childr n
-One, alas J is- ta'kefl from me ! Wourd heaven but. hear m for ny poor M~\.., 
tild.a!e <athe intercede for her !- ~ cry leart will blefs llcr, cried 11 ().o 

-dare with raptur .-Be dumb, raih youth I faia Jero e. · And thou, fond 
princefs, conten~ not with the powers abo e! The Lor'-l gi etb, and~he Lord 

• t -eth a,;ay: bIers his holy arne, and {ubmit to his d c~·ees. I do moO: 
,devoutly, faid HippoJita; but will he n fpal'c my olly comfott l Ifiuft 
Matilda perial too ?-Ah ! father, I ea -Butdiflllifs thy {on. No at ,but 
h' e 111UO: hear what I have to utter. M~y heaven grant . thy ev ry willi, 

moft excellent rincefs! faid Theodore J'i tiring. Jerome frowned • 
• 

IIippolita then acquainted the friar with the propofal {he had fuggefted to 
aofred, hi appfobatinu of it, and the t der of Matilda. tha.t he was C1!Te 

(0 make to Frederic. Jerome cu kl not c ceal Us diflike of the motIon, 
which be c vered u cr preten: e of the improbability that Fl'ederic;, the 
ncareft of blood 0 Alfonfo, and who w .come to claim his (ucccffioo, would 
yield to an aUiince with die ufurper oflUs right. Dut llotl,'ng · cou]d equal 
he. perplexity of the friar, when Hippolita. ~o1'lfe{feu her readine{o not t.o 

'Oppo[e e feparati n, and d manded his opinion on th legality of her ac~ 
quiefcence., The friar ca h d eagerly at J r requeft f his advice and 
without explain; g bis avcrfion to the propo.G marr' age of Manfred and 1[41-

bel 3, 11 eo painted to H' polita in the moft al ming coloul'$ the finfuln ~ of 
her confent; denounced judgments again cr if lIle cOlllplied, .a.nd njoined 
her in t fevcreft terms to treat any fuch propofition wit very ma,rk of 
il'ldignation and 1"efufal. • 

L ~ anfred, 

• 

• 
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( . c: • d • 
• 1anfr d r in the m an ti me, had brok.!)1 lns purpofe to Fre ene, 

prop d the . double m rriage. That w~ak. prin e, who had been ftruck 
)Nith the charms of M tilda, liftened bbt ti)Oreagerly to the £fer. He for ... 
got his e'lmity ~o Manfred, whom h~ faw but little hoI' of difpoffi ffing by 
force; and Battering himfclf tlht no i{fue ' ight fucceed from the unio of 
his dau ter with the tyrant, l~e look r d:upon' his own fucceffion to the prin
ci ality as facilitated by wedding Matilda. He ade faint oppofition to t e 

opo[al . affecting, for forin only, ot to acquie ce unle~s Hippolita fuoutd 
con[ent to the divorce. Manfred took that upon him{; If. Tl'anfported w'th 
his fucce[s, and impatient to fee himfe14 in a fituation to expeCl: fons, !\e 
haO:~ned to his wife's apartment, determmed to extort her compli nee. He 
learned with indignation that {he was a fent at the conv<:nt: His guilt {ug
ge ed to him that ilie had probalily bMn informed by Ifabella of hi· p9rp'ofe. 
He doubted whe her cher retirement to the convent did not import an inten., 
tioo of maining there, until file could raiCe obftac1es to their divorce; and 
the fufpicions he had already 'entertained of Jerome, made him appre'bepd 
that tbe friar would not only traverfe his views, but might have infpired 
Hippolita with the refolution of taking fanctuary. Impatient to unravel this 
clue, and to den at its fuccers, Manfred haftened to the convent, and arrilV'eGi 
there as the- friar was earnettly exhorting the princefs never to yield to the 
divorce. c 

• Madam, faid Manfred, what b'l mefs drew you hither? Why did not you 
aWait my return ftorn the mafquis? I came to implore a bleffiog 00 your 
council, replied Hippolita. My council do oot neec5: a friar's.intervention, 
faid Manfred-and of all men liviOi is that hoary traitor the only one whom 
you deligbt\o confer with? Profan princ~! faid Jerome: is it ~t the altar that 
thou chooreR: to infult the fer'\lants of the altar ?"'-But, Manfred, thy impi,ous' 
fchemes are known. Heaven and this virtuous lady know them. ~a ,fro'wn 
not, prince. The urcb defpi[es thy menaces. .Her thunders will b heard 
above thy wrath. Dare ~o pr~ceed in thy curft purpofe of a divo{ce, until 
her fentence be known, and h re I lance her aoathe~a at thy head.. A udal" 
cious rebel! faid Mtlonfred, ende,vRuring'to conceal the awe with which the· 
friar's words" infpir .d him ~ doft thou prefume to threaten tgy lawful: 
prince? Thou art no la.wful prince" faid Jerome i thou art no ponce-Go; 

r t ~~ 



-"ifcufs thy claim with FreoC!"ic 
• Manfred: Fr deric accepts .1,\1 t~ 

uolcfs I have no male iffu .-As )~ fpoke thofe word three drops 
fell from the 0 fe of AI£, nfo's. tu~. Manfred turn d ale, and the pri~
cefs funk on her knees. Behold! {aid the friar: mark this mirac 0 s in i. 
cation that the blood of Alfonft 'will ~ever ix i~h that of Manfred! y . 
gracious lord, faid HipPolita., t us fubmrt ourfel s to haven:. Think 
!lot thy ever obedient wi rebels againft thy authority. I 1 a e no will ~ut 
that or-my lord and the ~hurch. 0 that reve ed tribunal let u a peal. -1 . 
does ·not .depend on us to burft the londs that unite u. If th church fhaJl, 

• e 

approve the diffolupon of our rna iage, be it [0-1 have but few years, and' • • 
hofe of ft.>rrow, to pafs. Where can they b w n away fa well a at the foo 

of this altar, in: pra,ers for thine .and atilda's fa£ y ?-But thou ih It not re. ... 
main 4le1e until then, faid Manfred. .Rep· r with me to the cafile, and },ere 
I will advife on the proper meafure for a divorce.- t t is m\~ddling fri 
comes not thither; my hofpitable roof fbalJ never more harbour a raitor-

• aodefor tFly reverence' offspring, continued he, r banHh tim from my do ... 
mInIOns. He, I ween, is no facr d perfonage, nor und r the protection 0 

the church. Whoever weds lfabell ,it fhall not be fnth r alconara'a ftarted 
up fon. They fiaTt up, faid the friar, who are fuddenly b held in the ~ at 
oflawful princes; but they with r away' like the graii , and their place knows, 
them no more. Manfred, cafii a I ok of Cco n nt th friar, led Hippolita· 
forth; but at the door of the church llifpered One of bis att ndant8 to r 
main concea d about the convent, and b 'ng him inftant n0tic t' if any.one-
from the caftle lliould repair thith t . • 

• 

• 
EVERY reffe ion whicb Manfred'mad'eonetlie filar's. beliaviour,.con~ ir ; 

J to perfwade him tlfat Jerome was privy t~ an amour betwe If. Ila and 
heodoI!e. But Jerome's new prefumtJtlbn, fo dHfonant from his forme 

~ ekneft foggefied frill deeper apprehenflDns. The prince even fufpeCl:ed. 
that the fl'iat depended-on fome ft: ret fupport from red eric, wnofe arriv 

• • c~i1lcidjng,: 
• 
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coinciffing with th • novel appearance f ~odore feemed to befpeak a COt"i 

r ) n cnca.. Still mor was he troubled .~h the refcmblance )f Theodore 
o X fd portrait. Th latter he kne had unqueftiollably gi d without 

iffue. · redcr' c ad onfented to befro~ bella on him. TAleie conttadic
ti 118 agit t d hi mind with numb rl<;fi paqgs. He faw hu two me hods of 
xtrieatiog himii If from i difficult' es. The foe wqs to refign his do inions 

to the , rqui .-Pride; ambition an& his r Hance on ancient propheci s, 
w . ch had pointed out a poffibility of 11i preferving them to his po~~erity, 
c bateu,> th t thought. The other w to prefs h1s marriage with Ifabella. 
After long ruminating on thefe anxious thoughts, as he marched file tly w' h 
Hippolita to the eame, he at laft dife urfep with that pri cefs n the fubjca: 
of his difquiet, and ufed evel" infinuat\ng and plaufible argument to extra€l: 

r her confent t , even her pr mire of pro~oting, the divorc . Hippolita needed 
litt} perfuafion to bend her to h' plea{ure. She elldeavo U' d to wit him 

( 

er to the mcafufc opreIlgning his dominions; but finding her exhortation 
fruitlefi', <tThe a{fured him, that as far as her confcience would allow" {be . 
would raw QO oppofitioll ' to a feparation, though, ithout bctter found@d > 
fcruplcs than what he y t alleged, !he would not engage to be active in 
demanding it. 

Thi compliance, though inad quate, was fufficient to Iaife Manfred s 
hopes. He trufted that his power and wealth would eafily advance his [uit at 
he court of Rom,e, whither he ref; lved to engage red eric to take a journey 
o~urpofe. That prince had difcov red fo much paffion for Matilda, that 
Mahfrcd hoped to obtain all he Wifhed by holding out Or withdrawing his 

ughter' charms, according as the- marqui {bould appear more or lees dif-
poied to co-opcr;tt in his views~ &ren the abfence of Frederic would be a 
material point gained, until he eoul?! take farther meafures for his {; c,!rity. 

Difmiffing Hippolita to heT apartment, he repaired to that of the marquig ; 
but c,\offing tpe gruat hall thrl9ugh which he w s to pafs, h met Bianca. 
That damfel he kne Wi~S in (the confidence of both the ung ladies. It 
imm diately occurred'to him toUift her 011, the fubject-of Itab 'lla a~rd Theo
dore. Oallin16 h r afide into the fs of the oriel window of the hall, and 
foothing her with many fair word and promifes, he demanded of ller whe-

t ( , 

( ther {he knew aught of the ftate of Ifabella's aft"eClions. I! my lord? No, 
( my 



THE CAS T I R 
• • y lord-Yes, my lord-Poor 1 is wonderfully 1· rro about 1i r 

• fath. r's ounds; but I t 11 h 10 ill do well; d 11 It yout I i$hl1 
fo? 1 do not alk you, r Ii d 1anfr d, hat e think bout h r h l'i 

but you are in .h r feerets: co b' good irl and t U me, i ther' n 
yo ng man-ha ? you underft d mc. Lord bl m! und r ::l!ld r 
highn fi? 0, not l 1 told her et w vtlln r .. y h rb and re of';-I am 1 t 

talki g, replied the prinel impat eotly, about cr fath r: know h~ wlll do 
• 11. Bl fI me, 1 r jo~ce t hear your highllef: fay fo ; for though 1 thougll t it 

right ot to 1 t y youn lady d fpo d, m h ght hi r 4 tncfi' had \ n 
·look, and. a fomething-I remember hen young rdinand TO. ' ounded 
by the Venetian. Thou anfwer from the point, interrupt d M( nfr d; hut 
h re, tak this jew~l, erha s th:t may fix t aU ntion- ay, no re 'cr
ences; my favour 11 not flop h l'e-Come, t· 1 me tru y; ho ft I ds 
Habel s· t e rt ? Well, your highne 1 as. fnch away, aid Hi nca- be 
fure-but can y ur highnefs keep a f'; er t? If It ilio 1<1 v r come Oll f 
your lips-It iliall ot, it fhall not, cd d Manfr d. Nay, but far, our 

• h' ltnefs..!-by my halidame, if it ihould v r e known tIt t I faid it- Vhy. 
truth is truth, I do not think my lady lfab 11 c r rou h ffi DJ n c1 m 
young lord, your fi n : y t hew a f1ect youth on fhould fi . 1 m ~ r 
if J l,ad been a princefs-But blefi me! 1 mnil attend my 1 y Matilda; fh 
will marvel what is b come of me.~Stay, cri d Manfred, thou 11 0:: not 
fatisfied my queftion. Haft tb ever carri d oy m {fa ,any letLr ? I. 
Gnod gradou ! cri Bian : I carry a 1 tt r? I would not to b a ue n. 
I ho e your igl n fs think, though I am oor, 1 am ho ft. Did your ht 1-

nefs nev r hear what count 1 rfigli ofIi r me, when c came a-wooi!l y to 
my lady M"tilaa ?-T hav not I ifure, fa~. M nfred, to lift n to thy tales. 
do not queftion thy hOD fty; but it is t y duty to cone all10thing from c. 

ow long b~s. Hab lla b en acquainte with Tli odor -_ ay~ here is 
thing ~an efcap your higllOefs, faid Biane -n t that { know any th'11g 0 t c 
m~tter."Theodore, to be ' fure, i s a proper youllg Inan, and, as my lady 
Matilda fay, the very im e of good Alfonfi : Has not y ur hi bn fs r ar~~ 
ed it ? Ye ,yec- o-r-thou tortureft m , [; id ~mfl'ed; Wh ra did th yin et? 

• •• 
w} cn?-.- ho, 1 ~y 1 y Matilda? [; id Bial a. 0, no, n a ilda ; lfa-
be la : \Vhell di4 Ifabella nril: become acqu . ted ~ ith thi Tbcod. e irgin 
Mary! faid Bianca, how fhould I know? Thou doft kn w faid Manfr d; . , 
and I muft know; r will.-Lord! your igbneil is no il"lous of young • 
Theodore? faid Bjanca.-Jealou 0, no: hy fhould be jealo ?- e 

3 • h~s • 
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ll-&ps I mean to unire ' hem-if I was {i e If: ella would have no repugnance 
~ epugllance! Nb, l' warrant ber, faid ianca: be is as comely a youth 
as c, ~ trod on cbriftian ouod: we are a In love with bim : there is not 
foul in the caftle but would be rejoice to aye him for our fince-I mean, 
when it ~all pleafe heaven to · call your higbnefs to itfelf.-Indeed! faid 
1\Ilanfred : . has , it gone fo far t Oh 1 tbis· ~urfed friat !-But I muft not 
lofe tim .-Go, Bianca; attend Wabello!; but I charge thee, not a word f 
\\'h t has PJ.ifed. Find out how the .is affected to ards Theodore; bring me 
g • d news, and that ring has. a companl?n. Wait t the foot, of th~ inding 
fiaircafe: ., I .u,n going to vifit the marqais, and will talk farther with thee at 

« ~ 

my return. r 

Manfred, after fome geperal convedatic;lO, defired Freeeric to difmifs tbe 
tw knights his companions, havipg to talk with him on urgent aft~ irs. A$ 
foon as they were.aloQe, he began in artful guife to found the marquis on the 
{ubjeCt 06 Matilda; and finding him clifpoied to his willi, he let drop hints on 
the difficulties hit would ;:mend the celebration of their marriage, uhle[s-- ( 
At that inftant Bianca burA: 'into the room, with a wildnefs in her look and 
geftur 8 that fpoke the utmon: terror. Dh! my lord, my lord! cried the, 
we are all undon ! It is come again! it is come again I-What is come agaL'.l 1 
cried Manfred amazed.-Oh! the hano! the giant ,! the hand !-Support 
me! I am terrified out of my fenfes, crieck ianca: I will not fleep in the 
cafile to-night. Where {hall I go ? My things may come after me to-morrow. 

~Vould I had been content to wed Francefco! This comes of .ambi~ion !
Woat has terdfied thee thus, y ung woman? Iaid the marquis: thou art 
fafe here; be not alarmed. Oh! your gr atnefs is onderfll lly good, faid 
Bianca, but I dar not-No, pra~ let me go ~- I h d rather leave every 
thing behin me, than flay another ~lour under thIS roof. 0 .to, thou hart 
loft thy [eofes, fai Manfred. Interrupt us not; we were communing on 
important matt rs.-My lord, this wench ~ fubjeCt to fits - Come lth ine. 
BiancD'- Oh ! tl e ~ ints ! No, fa.icl Bianca-for ce tain it comes to war your 
11ighnefs; why (bould it a.ppear to me Ife? 1 fay my praJ;ers morning and 
~ven'ng - Oh ! if your highneii' had b Iieved Diego! :Tis the fame band that 
he faw the foot to in' the ganery-~hamber-Father Jerome has' 6ften told us 
the prophecy would be out one of tbefe days-Bianca, faid he, mark my 
words.-Thou rav a, faid Manfrld in a rage: Begone, and keep {hefe fool
vries t.o ( frighten thy companions,-'Vh ! my lord, cried Bianca, do you 

o think 



link I have feen nothing? Go . the oot of the gr at fr ir yoUl'~ If-As 
live I faw it. Saw what? Tell , fair maid, what ou nft.fi 11, fai 
d ric. Can your hicrhnefs lifl.en, aid Manfr d, to the d ,liriuUl f filly 
w eh, who h J eard ftories of an ions until {he believ s tl m? T<hi is 
more than fancy, faid the nlarquis.; her. terror is too ~ntural and too· n on ~ 
impretred a be the or" of i agination. 11 u ~ fair maid 11, wha. it is 
ha moved thee thus. Y , my lord, hank ·your g atncu, Jaid 'aDea-
1 believe Jook er:y pale; fhall be better wh nIh v fee vet' d my v If..-

• I as gom~ to my I dy Hi ella's cham r by hi 1 i ,.hnefi 'ord r-We do n 
waQt the ~l'ctlmfianc , int rrupted Manf('ed: {inee hi highn flvil h vc it. 
fo, proceed; bu't be bt;ief.-Lord, yo r highne£ thw -rt onc fo! r pH d i. nea 
-I fear my hair-I am fure I never in rtly life Vell! a [wa' t llin your 
greatnefs, I was goi by his hi hnefs's order to m lady If: bella $ chat bcr: 
1he ,lie hi the atchet-coloured cha f, n the ri bt hand, (me pair f 
flairs: fo when 1 came to tht; great flair -I was It okil his hi hoefs' 
pr fent here. Grant me patience! faid Manfred, will this wench ne r com 
to the pOiD~? ' ~hat imports it to the marquis, tha J gav .t ee 8 bawbl ' for 
thy faithful attendance 'on my daught r? ; want to know hat thou faw 
I was going to 11 your highnefs, raid Bianca, if you would permi me.
So, s I ,as rubbing the ring~I am fure I h d not gone up ree ft p , but 
I heard the rattling of armour; for all the world fuch a clatt, Di go 
fays he heard when the giant tur d him about in the gallery .. chamber.
\Vh t does Ihe mean, my lord l faid the marquis. Is your caft) haunt d by 
giants and gob' ns ?-Lord, what, has not ur greatnefs ard tHe ftory 0 .. 

the giant in the gallery. chamber l ,.ried Bial I marvel hi higbn (j h· s 
at told you-rmayhap tou d notoknow then: is prophecy-This tdRin i 

• ntolerablc, interrupted Manfred. ,Let us ifmHi thie filly wendi, my lord: 
we have more ~mportant aHlirs to difcufs.·, your favour, fai r deric, 
thefe ar 'no trifle : the enormous fabTe 1 was d~eaed to ill the wOv!1; yon 
cafque, its ettow-are t fe ·vifions · of this poot' m ideo's brain ?40 ]aqut;z 
thinks, may it plea'fe your atnefs, faid ia a. He fa this moon !Viii 
not be out w~thout our feeing fome ftrange revol. tion. For mx part, I {hould 
{lot be; {i..rprifed if l' was. to ha pen to-morro ; for, as I was faying, n , 
I heard th , cfattering of armour, I was all ill a cold fweat-I 100 d up, 
aod, if your ~eatne{j will believe me, I raw upon the upperm ·ll: t i r 
<of the grea; ftairs aha d in armour as big, a big-1 thou lit I ihouLd ha e 
{waon d-I never ftDpped untill e hither-Would I w e well out of • 
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My l!py Mati14a told m 'efter~morning that her highncl 
olita. knows fom £hing-Thou art infolent t cried Manfred-Lord ' 

roar is, it much mifgive me that this fcene i. cone rted to affront me • 
• Are my own domefiics fuborned to fprea :ta.les inj lrious to rp.y honour? Pur-

ue yout claim by manl daring; or. let u~ bury our fe Ids, s was propofed, 
by the intermarriage 0 our ~ildren: buttru llle, h"U L~come a prince 
of yo 'bearing to pniC1:ife on mercetfary we che .-1 fcorn your imputa' n1 

f: 'd Fred ric; until thi hour Inver fet e es cIh this damfel: I ha e g''V:et). 
er no jewel f-My lord, roy lord,)'i ur confcience, your g ilt accO~. s you, 

and would tbr w the fu:fpicion on me- But ke p your daughter,. anq ~hin 
1'10 more of Ifabella: the judgments ahr-ady fallen on our houfe forbi 
matching into it. • 

.. 
Manfr d,. alarmed at the re~ lute tone in which Fred~ic d li"en:u theG 

words, endeavo red to p:1cify him. Difmiffin Bianca, he made . fuch fub
miffion to the marquis, and thrc\v in fucb artful encomiums on Matildat;. 
that Frederic w~s onc~ more ftagger d. How ver, as h· paffioh w.a~ of i1 
recent a date, it could not at once furmount the fer-aples he had conceived 
He had gathered eno gh from Bianaa~s difcourfe to p rf uade him that heaven· 
declared itf~lf ~gain{t Manfred. The propofed marriages too removeG! hia
claim to a diftance: and the princip.ality of Otranto was a ftronger tempta
tion, than the contingent reYerfion of it ith Matilda. St'll he woul'd not
abfolutely recede from. his engagements; but purpofing to gain time, he de

.mJind d of Manfred if it was tru in faa: that Hippolita con£ t d to the di ... 
vorce, The prin{: , tranfporteO'to find no other obftacle, and depending on 
his influence ov~r his wife, affured the marquis it wA fOt and .that he migh 
fatisfy himfelf of the truth from h ~ own mouth. 

As they were tl u difcourfing, word was brought that the barlquet was. 
prepared. Manfred conducted Frederic'to the ~eat hall, where hey· r 
r c<ived by Hipp lita and tha. young -princefTes. e Manfred placed the marqu; 
next to Matild, nd feated {llmfelf between his wife and Ifab 11a, Hi po- . 
lit: comported herfelf w:'th a ' eafy gra ity; but th young 1adie ere fil n 
and Irtel'anFhoJy. Manfred, 0 as d t mined to purfl.lo is point with1 
the marquis, in the remainder of the evening, pu£bed on the £; aft until it 
waxed late; affeCting nnreftrained gaiety, and plying :Frederic w~th repeated 
gobl t~ of win. Th latter, lD0l"C u n his guar4 than Manfred wHhed 

( Q de lined! 



TIle evening being far advan e , thcOb nq et con ud o. ould 
have itbdrawn with Fr ri; b t t lattet, 1 • Ji weakn u an w nt 0 

rc;poft, retired to hi cham r, gt l1antlyt t lling the prine, th this daughl t 
° iliould mure his highne until himfd could tt nd him. M·anfred act d 

the party i and, to the no fmall gri ' f ,If: hella, accomp ni u 11 r to h 
apartment. Matild wa.i d nIt moth r, to enjoy tIte f: ilin fs of the . . 

vening 01'\ the ram art f th c fl: e. • 
• • 

So as "he company wa <.lifp r~ 
his 'cham f,. n'luir d if Hippolit 8 alone; a d 
attendants, woo had not noti d her goi g forth, that at 11 thou c gen .. 

- r ' Iy witlidrew to h r orat 1'Y wh r he prob my woul find h r. The 
marqui during the rep ft had b held ataoa with 'ne e fc of p ilion. He 

ow wiilied to find IIippolita in the difp {ttion h l' lord had l'omifc.d. The 
p,0ptent$ tl at 1 ad alarmed him w r £ rgottcn in hi ' d\1fires. . tc li g fofdy 
and unobferved to the apartment f ip alita, he nt red it with a r folution 
t encourage her acquicG ence to he divorce, h ving erc iv-ed th t Manfred 
wab r ·ft h- d to make the po£feffion of Ifab l1a an unaltctable conoition, before 
he would gr t Matilda () his willies. - . ... 

The mar li was not fllrpriti· at the hlel c that reigned ill th princcu 
ncluding. cr, as he had cell ad erti'r\.;d, in h r oratory, h 

paGed ~m. The door was a-jar; the ;ening loomy and Oie call. Pufh ... 
jug. op n the dOQ1' gently, he Caw .a perron kne ling befote the altar. As h~ 
apprcac led .n arcr, it ti emcd not a woman, but one in a long woollen we d, 

hofe bac wa towa us hi . The perCon £i med abforb d i 1 prayer. • The • 
marquis wa ab t to return, when the figu · riling, fioo fame rno ents 
fixed in me it~tion, . hout regarding him. · Thc marq lis, peeling the 
holy petf'-Jn to come forth, and meaning xcufe his uncivil. int ;rllption~ 
raid, Re rend father, I fought the lady tIippolita.-I ippolit ! replied a 
hollow vo;ce: carnell thou to thi cafl:le to fe k ippolita?- no then the 
figure, un iog llowly round, difc~ver d to Fredcri the fhl fs j 'liT a 
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empty lockets of ~ fkeleton, wrapt in he. j it's cowl. Angels of grace, pr?-
.fte! c~ied FI: 'deri recoiling. Deferv their proreCt'ion, faid the fpefue. ' 

Frc ie, falling on his knees, adjured e phantom to take pity on him. 
Doft thou not remember me? faid th~ a )a(ition. Remember the wood of 

• I! 

J 0PP ! .• Art thou that holy h rmit? cried Fr deric trembling-can I do 
a.ugllt for thy et mal pfeace r Waft' thou' ~.e1iver ,d from bondage, faid the 
fpettre,'to purfu caro<,ll deligl:ts? !lft tbou· fc;>rg'otten the buried fabre, and 
t beheft of heaven engraven. on it ~I have n ,I have n 1, {aid Frede· c 

ut fa , blell: fpirit, what' i5 ' thy er nd to me ? ' what remains to I1e done 1. 
o forget Matilda! faid the apparition-and vanilhed. . , .. 

, 1 red eric' blood froze in Ilis veins. F~r fome minut~s he remained mOt
tionleCs. Then falling pt,oftrate on his face before the al<:ar, he befought the 
i1 rceflion of every faint for pa on. flood of tears fucceeded to tIL· tranf
port ; ~nd the i age f the b auteous Matilda rulhing in fpite of him on hIs 
though ,Jle lar on the ground in a confliCt of penitence and paffion. Ere 
he could recov r from this agony of his fpirits, the princ fs Hippolita, w;t 
a taper in her hand, ent red tlu oratory alon . Seeing a man without motion 
on the floor', ill gave a flu ick, concluding him dead. Her fright brought 
Fr dCl'ic to hi elf. RUing fuddenly, his face bedewed'with tears, he wsuld 
have ruQled from her pr fence; . but Hjppolita, ftopping him, conjured him 
in the mo[~ plaintive accent t'O explain th caufe of his diforder, and by wha.t 
ftrange cha.nce £h~ had found him ther in that pofture. Ah! virtuous prin
cefs! faid the marqui , penetratal with grief-and ftQPped. For the love 

• of heaven, my lord , raid i olita, difc10fe the caufe of this tranfport! 
vVhat mean there doleful founds, this alarming excfamation on my name? 
;\That woes ha heaven frill ill fior. for the wretched Hippolita ?-Yet filent ? 

. -By very pitying angel, I adjur~ thee; ~oble prince, continued {he, falling 
a his feet, to difdofe tb purport of what lies at thy heart-I fee thou feelefl: 
for me; thou fe tell: the {harp pangs that 'thou infliCl:eft-Speak, or pity I-. 
Do augb tb,ou ~no ell: con ern my child l- I a.nnot fpeak, cried Fre,deric~ 
burning' from h r-Oll! Mat da! • • , 
~t ing'f the prince£!' thus a Iptly, he haflened to his own apartment •. 

t the -door ,of it h~ was accqfte(~ by Manfred, who, Bulh d by wi and lov~, 
had come to fc k ~im: and to propofe to wafte forne hour of the night'in 
IDUfjc nd rev . ng •. F~ederic,. omended a an invitation fo dHfonant from the 
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ptood of his foul, puihed him ~del afide, and, oteri h' chamber, flung. 
• the door intemperately againft nfred, and bolt d i in-. rd. Th • llghty 

prince, enraged at thi unaccou tab 1 be,ha iour, ithdrew in a fr \' e ot 
mind capable f the moft fa 1 xc e . '. A .e croffcd the ourt; "h was 
met by the domeftic whom h h. d 'pi nt d at th oovent as fpy n Jero "e 
and Theodore. This man, aloft brenthle with "the h fte he h d nude,. 
informed hi lord, that heodore and\ fome fady fro the caftle w e at that 
i,nftaot in priv te con£ reo e at th tOlf b of Alfonfo in St. i halas' church. 
He hat! dogged Theodor thither, but the gloominefs of the night had • e
v~nted his diCeo criog who ~he woman was .. 

• 
M fr~d, whofe fi irits were inflam d, (\nd' w ' om JCbella had ad en from 

her on his urging is p ilion .with ,loo littl referv, did not doubt but the. . 
inqui tuCle £he had expreffi d had be n oc Liooed by her impati nc to eet 
Theod r. 1?rov.ok d by this conjeCture, and nrage at I r father, he haft
ened fecretly to th.e reat church. liding fofdy b tw~en he rj,fie, nd· 

• 6lliaed by an imper£ ct gleam of moon£hine th t fuon. int y through the 
illuminated windows, he fiole towards the tomb of Alfonfc , to whi h h was 
directed by indiftina whifper of tl e perron he (I ught. T e rft fi unds he 
c ld diftinguHh were- oes it, ala., depend on m ? M n reu wi1l. ver 
permit our union.- 0, this £han prevent it! cr' d the tyrant, drawing his. 
dagger, and plunging it over he ilioulder into the bofom of th perron that 
fpoke-Ah me, I am {lain! cried Matilda finking: ood heaven, rcc ive 
my foul! vage, inhuman monfter ! at h n thou·done? cd d Theo'd()['e, 
ruiliing on him, and wrenching his dagger rom hirn.-Stop, ftop thy impious. 
hand, cried .M tHda; 't is m.y ~ ther !-M nfrcd, waking a from a rance, 
beat his breaft, twiLted his hands in hi • ock , and end avonf d to recover 
his dagger from Theodore to difpatch · himfel. Theodore, fc fC leu dif • . 
tr<l:Cl:ed', and only maftcring the tranfports of is grief t5! ill Matilda, had 
now b is eri s drawn fom oC-the monks to his ahl While part of th m 
«:;ndeavoured in concert wi h the afflicted Tht odore to p the blood,or the
dying pripcefs,...the rett pr vented Manfr d: fl'om laying violent h nds 011 

himfelf. • • . . • 
• 

• a, refigning lierfelf patiently to her f: e, acknowleclg d itn looks . 
of grate ul love the zeal of Theodore. yet" oft as her faintne would permit 

ay, the. begged tb ffiftants to comfort h~ father • • lerom 
• bY,i' • .. 

.. 
'. 

•• 
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)y this time had l~arnt the fatal new, an ached the church. • His look 
fe I deto reproach The lIore; but tu -ning 0 Manfred, be faid, Now, tyrant! 

.. behold he completion of woe fulfilled o · t impious and devoted head! he 
ood of Alfonfo cri d to hea en for venge ; and he ven lias p rmitted it 

altar to b$ polluted by a uffination, th t tho mighteft fhed thy own blood at 
the foot of that prince 8 fe ulc re !-Cruel an! ried Matilda, to aggra
v~te the • oes of a parent! May heavln bJefs my father, ao • fOfglV im. as 
I d ! My lord, my gracious fire, dell th u forg~ve thy chil ? Indeed . 
came not . hither to m et Theod(!)re! I uod him prayin at this tom, whi
ther my mother fent me intercede for thee, for her-Deareft father, bI fg 
your child, and fay you forgive her.- rgive thee! uroerous monfter! 
.cried Manfred-can aff'affins forgive? I . took thee for Ifabella ; but h ave~. 
direCted my bloody hand t the peart of my. child !-Oh ! eMa ilda- .I cannot 
utter it-canft thou forgive the blindne of my nige? I can, I do, an may 
h uven confirm it! faid Matilda-BlIt while I have life to aik it-oh., my 
mother! what w' 1 {he fe 1 !-Will you comfort her, my lord? Will ' ou 
not put her away? Indeed the loves you-Oh, I am faint! bear me to t 
~a!Ue-can I live to have her clofe my eyes? 

Theodor an the mon 8 befought her earneftly to fuffer h rfelf to 'be 
borne it to the convent; but her in!l:ances were fo preffing to be carried to 
the canl , that, placing her on a Jitter, th .; con yed h r thither as !he rc
quefted. Theodore fupporthlg her h with his arm, and hanging over her 
in an agony of defpairing 1 ve, ~:Il ndeavoure to infpirc ·her ith hopes of 
life. J r me n th other fi e comforted her with i conrfes of heaven, and 
holding a crucifv before her, which lhe hathed with innoe Ilt te rs, pre ared 
her £ r her affagc to immortality. ~anfred, plun d in the deepeft ami Hon, 
follow d tll litt r in d [po ir. 

• • '. 

Ere they reached the caftle) Hippolita; informed catll-
fhop~ , had flown 0 meet her urd red child; bt!t whe~ file faw the ami d 
proc ilion, the mightin fs f he grief d.eprived her of her ~ Ii s, and {he fell 
Hfelefs the arth in a fw on. Iii b ·lIa and reele Ie, who a,tcnded her, 
w re overwh hned in almoft 'lll orrow. Matilda alo~e feemed infenfible 

. to h r o~ fituatioll: ery hOl h 'Was 1 ft in tendern f: for htr mot ere 
Ordering the litter to ft , a [oon .as Hi . olita was brought to her£ If, chc 
a!ked fo her fatht. He ..approached, unabl to f eak. Matilda~!i izing his 

• • hand 
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nd and her mother's, locked . em ·n h r own, and th n" clafped thf;m to 
er heart. Manfred could not port thi ad of p( hed pi tr. H da d 

himfe1f on the ground, and curte the day h v a born. If. beil , a reh n
five that thefe ruggles of pa 0 w re more th n Matilda could fu art,. , 

ok upon herfi 1f to order Ma fred to b born to hi rtmentf while the .' . . caufed Matilda. to be c nveye to tlie ne eft cliamb r. ip alita, fcarc 
11 ore alive than her daughter, w s gar leu of e ry thing but 'Jler: but 

hen the tender Ifabella's are would ave likewifl r mo ed 11 T, while the 
• 

fur eats examined M ti CIa's wound,)he cried, R move m? vcr! nev r! 
I Jived but in her, and will e 'pire with her. M tilda r i~ d h r eye at h r ' 
mother's voice, bu.t elofed them ain without Ii eaking. H r linking puIre, 

nd tl e damp coldnefi of be'r band, foon difpel all hope of r cov ry. Th .. 
odore followed tb furgeons into t'lC outer cha b r, and h l'd them 0-

nO,un e the fatal fentence with a tra port qual to I br nfy- inc !he ea not 
liYe mine, cried he, at leaft fhe {hall be mine in den h !-.-Fath I'! Jerom ! 
will you not join our hands? eri d h to th fri·, ., who with th. marqnis 

• a accompanied the furgeons. \Vhat m an ~y dillr d r funcfs ~ r. ic.l 
Jerome: is this an hour for marriage? It i , it is, cri Th .odore: ala" th re 
is no other! Young man, thou art too uneld i£ d, faid lir deri . t lOU t1 . ok 

are to liften to thy fond tranfport i thi our of ".\te? hat p ttlnilon 
haft thou to the princefi t Thote of a prince, 1i' Tbeodor; f th ~ \' -
reign of Otranto. This revererl man, my father, has inforn cd 1 ho I 
am. Thou raveft, faid the marquis: ther i no prince f tra to t 1 y-
felf, now 1\1 nfred by rourd r, by facri! iou murd r, haa for£; ited all pr -
tenfloss. My lord, fi id Jerome, affilming an air of command, he t lis" yo 
true. It s not my · purpofe the ii cr t fhould ha e been divuIg d fo [0011 ; 

but fate pre{fes onward ~o its work. .Wha his hot-h ad d paffiol In s re .. 
ealed, my tongue confirms. Know, prine , that . hen Alfon'o fet fail Ii r 

t~~ HoI Land-Is this a feafon for "planat' n ~ eri d 1 h dore. Fat r, 
come and unite me to the princefi : fllC 1h 11 be mine-in every tJ er thing 
I ill dutifully obey YOU l My life! my a ored Mil! contir;lUc Theo- _ 

ore, ruIhing ck int the inner chamber,,·wiH ou not be mine ~ vill you 
not LIet; 1. ur--Ifa! Ua made figns to hi to be fileot, appr 1 en i ~ g the 
p:inc fs was near hrend. N'hat, is dead! cried Th od r w : "is it pof:.. 
'ble? le io]ence of his • dama i s brought Ma Uda. to hCl'fll£ Difrlng 

her eye lhe ~ooked round for h r mother-Life of my foul! I am h re, ' 
cn'd Hippolita: think ot I wil qU't the I-Ol! yo~ re to good, f: ~ 

• MatH • 
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Matilda-but weep l ot for me, my mo er ! .~ am going where [orrow never" • 
dw IJs . ..!..Ifab<:lIa, th u h. H: loved me; wot lOU DOt fupply my fondnefs to 
this de , dear woman? Iou ed I am. ai t !-Oh.! my child! my child! 
{aid fIippolita in a flood of tears, can ' n withhold thee moment ?- It 
w~ 1 not b , faid Matilda- C mUlcnd me to heaven-Where is my fat er ? 
.Forgive him, deareft mot er-t . give him ~J deat ; it was an error-Oh ! 
I had fOIi otten- Deare mother, I v;o d never to fee Thcod0r~ more-·Per ... 
hap that ha~ drawn down this cala ity-but if was not intentional-can. 
yo pardon me ?-Oh! wound not y agonizing foul! faid Hip olita ; 
thou never couldft offend me.-Alas, (he faints ! Help! h lp !--,-1 would fay 
fomething mQre, faid Matilda ftruggling, 1Jlt it won not b -If: bella-Thea
dore-for my fake- oh 1- e expired. Ifabella and her women tore 
Hippolita from the cotfe ; .but Theodo;e threat ned deftruClion to all who 
att pted to remove him from it. • H e rinted a thoufand kiffi s on lier lay .. · 
cold hands, and ut revery expreffion that defpainng love could diCtate. 

• • 
!fabella, in the ~eall time, was accompanying the afHiCl:ed Hippollta· tQ 

her apartm at; but in the iddle of the court they were et by Manfred, 
who, diftraCl:ed with his own thou hts, and anxious once more to behold his 
daughter, was ad ancing to the chamber where {he lay. A the moon was 
now at its height, he read in the countenance of this unhappy company the 
event he dreaded. What!' fhe dcc d? c cd he in wild cor ftrfion-A cl p 
of thunder at that inftant {hook the camt! to its foundations; the earth rocked, 
and the clank of more than mortal "mour was hard behind. red eric and 

• Jerome thought the laJt day w'a at hand. The latter, forcing Theodore 
along with th m, rudled into the court. The moment Th dor. appeared, 
the wall of the oafUe behind Man red · were thr~wn down ith a mighty 
force, and the form of Alfonfo, dilat<!d to an immenfe magnitude, appeared 
in the centre of the rums. B hold in Theodore, the true heir of Ifonfo ! 
{aid the vifi n: nd having pronounced thote word , accompanied bl( la cl~p 
()f thu der, it a[certJ d [olemol' towards heaveI\, . where the clouds parting 

. afunder, the form of faint f"'J'ich las was feen; and receiving If(mfo's ihade, 
they wete foon wrapt trum mort eyes in a blaze of glo, y. -The beholders fell r ftrate op their facea, acktlowledging the di in~ wil1. 

. The firf\; that broke filence was Hippolita. My lord, faid fhe to the defpond.· 
g Manfred, bell Id the vanity of humall· greatnefs! Conrad is gone ! Ma-

• • tild 
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• t.ilda i no more! in Theodore . vie~ the true prince of. Otranto. B what 

mi~acle he is fo, I kno not- L ffice it to u our' doom is pronounced! 
Shall we not, can we but. dedicate, the-. few deplorable hour we have to live, 
in deprecating t e farther wrath' or heaven? Heaven ejects u -whither cart 
we By, but to yon holy cells that; yet offer u a rete at ?-Thou guiltlers but 
unl appy woman! unbap y by Y crimes! r .plied Milnfrcd, my he~rt at laft 
is open to thy devout admonitions. . h! could- but it cannot be....!..ye are 
1 ft in wonder-let me at. l~ft do juftk on myfelf! To heap {hame on ~ 

. own he·ad is all the f; tisfa ion I have eft to offer to offended heav 11. My 
fiory has drawn down thefe judgments: let my confeffion atone-But ah! 
w.hat can atone for \lfurpation and murdered child? a child murdered in a 
confecrated place !-Lift, firs, and 1Jlay this bfoody record be a warning to 
future tyt?lnts ! • . • • • 

Alfonfo, ye aU know, died in the Holy Land-Y e would 1nterrupt me; ye 
would fay he came not fairly to his end-It is mo{\ true-why elfe tIt is bitter 

'-cup ~hich Manfred mufi drink to the dregs ? Ricardo, my grandfather, was 
his chamberlain-I would draw a veil over my anceftor's crimes- but it is 
in vain: Alfonfo died by poifon. A fictitious will declared Ricardo his heir. 
His" crimes purfued him-yet he lofi no Conrad, no Ma da! I pay the 

. price of ufurpation for all! A fiorm overt~ok him. Haunted by his guilt, he 
vowed to faint Nicholas to found a church and two convents if he lived to 
reach Otranto. The facrifice was accepted: the faint appeared to him in a 
drea.m, and ptbmifed that Ricardo's poftent {bould reign in Otranto until 
the rightful owner thou!d bE! grown too larg to inhabit the callIe, and as 
long as iifue-male from Ricardo's loins {bonld remain to enjoy it.- Alas! 
alas! nor male nor female, .except myfel!: remains of all his wrelched race ! 
.:-1 hav~ done the woes of thefe thre daya fpeak the t' fr. How this 
youpg m can be Alfonfo's heir.I know not..!..yet I do not douLt ·t. Hi 
are thefe dominions; 1 refign them-y~t I k ew not Alfonfo had an hei _ 4 

I queftion not the will of h yen- poverty an . prayer mu fill up the w eful 
fpace, until Manfred {hall be f ummoned to Ricardo. • 

• • 
• • 

What remains is my part t declare, fai ~erome. When Al nfo fet fail 
for t e HyLand, he was driven by a fror,m on the coall of Sicily. The 
€>tner v ifel't which bore Ricardo and his train, as your lordjhip mun have 
lleard, was feparated from him. It 1 moil true, faid Manf~ d; and the title 

VeL, II. N . • you 

• 

• 

'. 



" 

.. 

\ I 

90 THE f A S T L E OF ? T RAN T O. 
y~>u g e me is re than an out. c~ft ca~c1aim-Wen, be it fo-proeee • 
Jerome blu{b.ed, and ctnrinued. For thr~ months lord Alfonfo was wind. 
bound' in Sicily. There h became ena Ot d of a fair virgin named ViCtoria. 
10Ie was ~oo pious to tempt · her to forbidde 1 III afures. They were married. 
Yet dee j ' ng this amour. incon uous .wIth the holy vow of ann by which he 
was bound he was determine to conceal tl ir f)U ial l.Iltil his return from. . , . 
the cru ado, wI en he purpo~ d to ck and ac\nowledge h r for hi. lawful 
vtife. He left her pr gnant. Duri g his abfenc.e fhe was d livered of a. • 
daughter.: but fcarc had £he felt anther" pangs, ere fh.e heard the f: a1 
Tumour of h ; lord' deatt), and the [lice ffiOl of Ricardo. What could a.. 
friendlef.~, helplefs woman ·do r would er te{timony a ail ?-Yet, my lord, 
I have an authentic writing.-It neec not, faid Manfred; the hon:ors of 
thefe days, the vifion we ' have but now fcen, all corroborate thy' evidence 
beyond a thoufand ~archments: rvfati]da's death and my expulfion~-Be 
compoli d, my lord. faid Hippolita; ~his holy m n did nat mean to rec:ill; 
your gnefs. Jerome p~o~eeded. 

• 
I {baH not dwell. on what is needlefs. The daugnter of whidi ViCtoria wa 

deliver d, was at her maturity b flowed in marriage on me. ViCtoria. died ;. 
aad the [ecret remained locked in my breafi:. Theodore's nauative ' has \old 
the refl:. 

o 

The friar ceafed. The difConfolate compan:y retIree to tne remaining part 
of. the caftle. In th morning anfred Ggned his abdication <1f the principa
lity, with the approbation of Hipp01ita~ and each took on them the habit of 
religion in the neighbouring convents. Frederic offered his daughter to the 
new princ<4 which Hippolita' ten~lernefs for If: ella concurred to promote: 
but Theodore's grief was too frefh t admit the thought of another 19ve ; and 
it was not till after frequent ~i[courfes witp IfabelJa, of his dear M ,tilda, .. that 
he wa perfuaded ~e could kn?w no happinefs but in the fociety of one with 
whom he could forever induJge the melancholj that had taken poffetlion of 

. his foul. . . e 

(I 

t • 
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T 'HOUGPf people in, the· country' are enoug'li di{pofc.d to believe won
ders,. y~.t are they pr.udently apt'1O fpend giving cro.dit. to I all tbat· 

are fent from·Londbn, exc .pt of a political aft. You- gnod folk ft ill be
lieve in· an oointerrupt;d generation of patriots; and tllOllgh they {eIdom' 
come to , years. of maturity, ou truft in. ~ em all faft as,they are. roduced in . 
faint Stephen's chapel. Eor oth r monft;olls birth, you are fonder of them, 
the ,farther. they come.. Ghofis aotJ witches. are ·entirely of your own growth •. 
Excepting the famous ghofb of a 'found in Cock· lane,. from wh'ich the Mc
t-hodifis expected fuch a r,ieh. harvefi' (for w at might n· t a , rHing c1furch 
promife itfe1f frolll. fuch well-imagined no~~ n e as the ap arition of a no' e?) 
l' think- many, m. ny years have' elapfed, fince ' the. ·capital could boaft.?f hav
lng r generated a fpirit. Your agacity w' therefore incline y u ' to Joubt 
the mar.veUous account I am g9ing to g\ve you . of a new-difcovered race of 
giants. 

• :erhaps 
• 

• 

" 

• 

• 
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' Per1~aps Y9U Willf tak~ the relat.ion for fo!ne political allegory, or think it 
a new amped edition of Swifl's Brobdignags. My good friend 1 it is neither 

e one nor the other; though I muft ' OW{l a. political 1l1yftt;ry, and a won
d~rful one too, for it is really kept a fecr t.-Tl e very crew of tht! {hip, who 
faw five hundred of the e lofty)erfo~age , 9id no utter a word of the mat
ter for (t'whole year; :fnd even now, l~at a general idea has t ken wind, can 
fcarce be brought to give any particu( rs to their' ~oft inti nate frien~s. . 

All th~t the public can yet learn is, that captain Byron and his men h~ve 
feen on the coaft of Patagonia five hundr. ~ d giants on horfeback. Giants! 
you will cry; what do you tall giants? Why, my friend, not men of fifty 
or an hundred feet high,. yet ftill very perfon ble giaD~, and much taller 
tlfan any individual ever exhibited at J;haring-crofi. Come, what cb you 
think of nine or ren fe:et high? and what do you think of five hundred fuch ? 
Will Mfii. - cry, " Pilh ! that i no giant, it is only a well-made man," 

r < • 

I am told, for I am no reader of travels, that this ~igantic nation was 
known to exift as early as the difcovery of that continent: that fir John Nar
borough menti~ns them; and of late years Maupertuis. The Spaniards a[ert 
that they have long been acquainted with th ir exiftence- fo they, you fee, 
can keep a fecret too. But the reafons gi n why we know fo little of the 
matter are, that few iliip ever touch on that co fi, fianding more out to fea 
in prder to double the Cape; and t~ thefe giants are a roving nation, and 
feldorn come down to the coaft; and then I fuppofe only 10 hob for whalCi. 

You w~llt be eager to know a grer.t deal more an I can tell you; but thus 
lC I think is allowed: That captain Byron, being on tha.t coafl, faw a 

body of men at a diftance on. very fmall horfes: as he approacht'd, 'he per
ceived that the horfes were common-fizecf horfes; but that the ri rs ~ere 
eoorh.lO 0 y tall, tlfough I do hot hear that theii legs trailed much on the 
gropnd. This W~ fine game cfor a man fent on difcoveri~s. The captain 
and part of his crew imlue iaf ly landed, on which meffieurs the giants as 
quickly' retreat d. Whether thi timidity was owing to the terror "\ 'hieh the 
EngHlh arms have fhuck into all parts of the known and, I conclude, un
known worl.d; whether they took captain Byron tor Mr. Pitt; whether th y. 

took " 
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• t ook our men for Spaniards, w hoiL nat e mull.: be an 110rr to all Americans; 

or whether they had any apprehenfions of fire-arms ;, I cclnnot t ll. e th t 

as it may, the more the captain and his men advanc d, the faner th giants 
kept trotting off;. Seeing thi, he captain took a bold and fenfible refolu
t ion: he ordered his men to lay down their arms and remain fiock fiilf ' . , 
himfelf alone . advancing... I do bt much wh ther Homer would have cared 
to venture his Jupiter alon againft five hundf d Titans. ' .. .. 

Captain Byron's Titans had more 0 theffavoir vivre, and, feeing him a _ 
vaQce alone, ftopped . He came up with them, and addr · {fed thebl in all 
the languages he blew, and that t ey did not. they replied in the giant
tongue, which I am told a very reverend criti upon the ar ngth of one , . 
fyllable which the captain remembered, affirm is .plainly Pho.nician. The 
caprai~, ~ot being mafter of that exr. edio Iy ufeful and obfolcte langua , 
had the mi fortune of not comprehending a word they {aiel.. H d he b en a 
deep feb-olar, he would undoubtedly h ve had reconr{; to hiero Iyphics, 

"., whic'h the Learned tell u was the firft way of conveying irifl:ruction: but I 
mufi beg leave to obferve, dlln it was very lucky the ca cain had not fo much 
erudition. I do not know whethe he can draw or not, but moft probably, 
if he can, he· had: not hi implement with him; at moft, p rh ps, a black
lead penen-,. oT a· pen· and ink, and the c(!)ver of a letter. He could oot with 
fuch tool have dked many queft ons r and as the giants are pr bably not , 
Better painters than the Egyptians, he would have underftood their an weTS 

as little as til Learned do the figures ubeli!ks. Thus he would have loft 
his time, and got no information; or, what' s wGrfe, to every II lan but a cri
tic, have m«tie a t-houf~nd abfurd gu ffis. The captain having a great deal 
more' [enli, and l rh favage@. om , th y n urally fell into thatjt'CC((lallCll1ll to 
languag.e, figns. Yet I do not hear that either fide gain d much lOfox-mation. 

.. . 
The fft thing, or rather Brfi fign, he faid to tbem in this dilemma WllS, 

, 

Sit down j hieh he explaifted by fitting dow on the gr lOd himfelf. • The , 
poor good giants. underfto( d him, difmollnt and fat down too. It is faid, 
but far be it from me to affirm it, that, when t he captain (who I am tord is 
up~ards of 'ft · feet) rofe again" the oeare giant to him, thoug fitting, was 

taller thar he. 

• • An 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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-An tour Qr two was ft)rnt j fruitlefsly endeavouring to underlplfid one an
other : all I hear the captain compr hended wa , that the giants it vired him 
yery civilly to go with them into the wood where I fu p fe Gigantopolis 
frands, and their king refides, who, I}o doubt, is at leaft two feet taller than 
the talleft of his grenadiers. 'the captain dFc'i.ne the offer j at which thefe 
polite Ii ages exprelfed' much c~ncer but never once, as allY ftill more po .. 
lite people would have done, attempt d to force Bim • 
• 
When ~e ook his leave,. they remained motionlefs t and continued fo" as 

be obferved by his glalfes, t~ll the !hip w out of their Light. 

Very few other particulars are come • to my knowledge, except that they 
~re clothed in £kins of beafts, and he.d their eyes painteq of differBlt ,co
lour ; that they -had· no weapons, but fpears pointed w' th fifu-bones; that 
they de~ur nih raw, and that they iliowed great repugnance to tafte any 
liquids offered to rthem by 'the captain; and that though they were too polke . 
abfolutely to refufe his toaft, they [pit the liquor out of their mouths again; 
whether from apprehenfion of into ication or poifon, is not certain: how
ever, it looks a if they had fame notion of fuch European arts. What- i 
more remarkable; the we.ather being very fevere at, that feafon, the whole 
colotra! troop feemed as fenfible of the co1\1, and ihivered like us little deli
cate mortals of fi feet high. They had a few gianteffes with them; but as · 
the. captain did not furvey them wit he fmall end of his {pyi g-glafs, I do 
not hear that he was much ftruc with their charms. 

• 

This, my dear friend, is all the (a isfaCl:iou I an give you • 
am proud t6 be the firft who has communicated this impCi>rtant 
Europe. 

• 

. However, I 
difcoyery to 

" 

T~ {peculations1t has alrea occafioned, and-will occafion, are infinite. 
The ,wolf of the Gevaudan, th t terror of the French mo~rchy, is already 
forgott n~ aturalilts, pol!lici ns, divine, and writers of romance, have 
a new fietcl en d to th m. T fcale of being afcends ; we ~ount from 
the pigmies of Lapland, to the giants of Patagonia. 

5 , You , 
• 

• 

" 
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,You will afk, but I cannot anfwer you, Whether the fcale of the country 
is in proportion to fuch inhabitants? Whether their oaks are half a lofty 
again as the BdtHh? And fuch' is your zeal for England, you will alreadx. 
figure a fleet built of their timber. How lwge is .1he grain of th ir ('am? 
Of what fize their fueep, ws, nd poultry? Do, not go and com pure' by 
Gulliver's meafures, and tel~ me, that· populous nation of luch di nfions 
~ould 1evour the produCts of fuch a- co),ntry as Great Tartary in half a year. 
Giants there are; but what. proportion!ble food they have, ex'cept elephants 
and leviathaqs, is rna e than I can tell. They probably do not live upon 
Bantam-chickens. • " 

• 
As IOU. are ftiU mare' (Df a politician than a natl1ralifr, you will be impa

tient t~ know if captain Byron t00k p~ff'effioh of the country for the crown cSf 
En):?:land, and to. have his. majefty's Uyle run, George th"e thl'rd, by the grace 

".of Gpd, king of Great-Bt:itain, France, Ireland, apd the GJants ! au will 
all why fame of their women were not brought away to mend our breed, 
which a)'1 good patriot affert has been dwindling for fame hur.dr ds of years j 

and whether there is any gold or diamonds in the country? Mr. Whitfi ld 
wants to know the fame thing, and it is faid intends a vifit for' the converflOn 
of thefe poor blinded favages •. 

As roan as tney are property civiTized', tnat is, en:llavecf. due tare will 'un .. 
doubtedly be taken to fpecify in their carte that thefe giants £haJl:be fubj~ct 
to the parliament of Gr at-Britain. and {hall not wear a {beep's ikin that is 
not legally *Jlamped. A riot of giants would be vcry unpleafant to an infant 
colony.. But experience, I :i ope, will t ~ch us, that the' invaluaple liberties 
()f Engliilimen are not to be wantonly fcattered all over the globe. Let us 
enjay t ourfelves, but they arti too, facred t6 be communicated. If giants 
once get an idea of freedom" they will foon be our mafters inftead of our 
naves. But what pretenfions can they have t . freedom? they are as di ina 
from' the common fpedes as blacks, and,. by being larger, may be more ufe
ful. 1 would adv'fe our prudent merchants to employ them in the fugar
trade: thcy are capable of more labour; t even then they m ft be worfe 
~eated, if:.p ffible,: tban our black flaves: they muA:. be lamed and nlaimed, 

and ilave their fpirits well broken, ,f t they. ' 'may become dangerous. This 
• • 

* This W4IS wriu.en during the contefts 0 thel:lmOU6 ftaofp-act. 
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too w' 1 give a litt refl ite to Africa, where we have half exhaufted the hu- ( 
man, I mear th bI ck 'reed, by that wife maxim of our planters, that if a 
nave 1 v s four y ars he has arned is purchafe-money', confequently you 

ay afford to work him to death in that time • 
., 

The tpother~country' is not only th.e firft, cbut 0 ht to be th~ fole objeCl: 
of our political confiderations. If wt once begi to e tend the idea of the 
love of our country, it will embtac the univ~rfe, and confequentlYcannihj·. • 
late all 11 tion of our country. The omans, fo much the objeB: of modern 
aumiration, were with difficulty perfuaded to admit even the refl: of Italy to 
be their countrymen. The true patriots"never regarded any thing without 
the walls of Rome, except their own .villas, as their country. Ev ry thing 
was done for immortal Rome, and it was immortal R~me that die\, every 
thing. Conquered nations, which to 'hem anfwered to difcovered nations 
with uSb for they conquered as faft as they difcovered, were always treated 
accordingly; and it i re arkable, that two men equally famous for their elo-. 
quence have been the only two that ever had the weaknefs 0 think that con ... 
quered countries were entitled to aU 'the bleffings of the mother-country. 
Cicero treated Sicily and Cilicia as tenderly as the diftriCl: of Arpinum, and I 

~ . 
doubt it was the folly of hat example that mined his too exact * imitator on 
a late occafion. However, the, gia lts mpft be imprefred with other ideas: 
Blefs us! if, like that pi£my old Oliver, they iliould come to ·think the 
Speaker's mace a bawbl ! -. 

.. 
( 

. What have we to do with America, hut to conquer, enOave, and make it 
tend to the advantage of our commerce? Sh::tll the nobleft river ' in the world . . 
roll for fav ges? Shall mine teem 'ith gold for the natives of the foil? And 
!haH the wor\u produce any thing but for England, France, and Spaill? It is 
enough th t the ov rflowings' of riches in "thofe three J:ountries ar very, ten 
year 'wafted in G many. I . 

• 
till, my political friend, J am not for oecupy'ing Patagonia, as we did 

Virginia, Carolina, &c. S leh might be the politic'S of queen E.lizabeth's 
day.,: but modern improvemcn s are wifer. If the giants in queftion are 
mafters of a rich and B01niiliing empire, I think they ought to b~ put uncle 
their ~ajelliea., ea \Veft-Indian compan~.; the directors of which may retail 

, 
'* Alluding t 1r. itt's {peeches gainfi the fiamp-aa. 

5 out 
• 
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·out a fm 11 portion of tb ir impl rial evenu"s to the pro}ti tors, u der the 
n me of a dividend. This i an excell nt fc.h me of,governm nt, t ta y un
known to the ancient . I can but think hpw oor Livy or . citu •• would 
have been hampered in givin an a~count of fuch an imperillm in imp(rio. 
* Caffimirus Alius Caunu for they I tinized every proper nam , inilcad 6f 
delivering it as uncouth! pronounced' by tIl ir fol iers and failor) '\: auld 
have founded well enough: but dividend, difcount ,. India bond, c. w r 
:Qat made for the majefty 0 hiftory. But I am wan 1 ring from my fubjcCt ; 
thougl1, while I am talking of th fto "s and und, 1 could chalk out a v ry 
pr~tty new South-fea fcheme, a propos to ' the Pat gonian. It ould not 
r uin abo e half the. nation, and w I:lld make the (ortunes of fuch intiufhiol1 . 
gentl men, as during th want of ' !l war in .. Germany cannOllurn COI11-

miff aries. . ' 
Command is the objeCt of every man's ambition ; b t by the impolitic ar-

rent of ag 8 anli I ations to her ditary monar hy, you muft be b ten on a 
- que~n or are for ever excluded from wearing a' diadem;' ~c t in a v ry 

few inftances j as in Poland, where the throne is I Cti e; i!1 C rfica, wh re 
they will not acknowledge hereditary. right in the republic of ~cno ; 'n 
t Ruffia, where a foIdier's trqll fucceedcd h r huOJand the .zar, and where 
th re are otl\er ways of fucce ding a hufband; in Peru, h re th yare tired 
()f exchanging their g ld for tyra ts; and in ragllay, wh're the t outcails 

f the ealth, and the inventors of the oath of 00 (lienee, h ve tllro n ofr 
all fubmiHi to their prince and, ha . Ig mount d the throne, '\i ill pr()bt~hly 

Jl'enounce tbe 0 th of ch nit too. But it! to England that p rfon of the 
'lowell: birth · are indebt d for tIte' invention and facility of wielding at lc:all: 
part of a fceptre. Buy but .4ao India b ld , alld you have a property in th 
kingdom of B ngal. Rife/ to b a direCtor, and the v1 gul h~ not more 

, po~ r of appointing and difplaci~g nabobs. J.ndian fovcreigns l"='y now be 
born ia hreadneedle-ftreet. 

• \ 
What the' government means by pocketing a whole nation of giants, i~ not 

to be conceived. It ought again to draw do n t e vengeanc of their anta
gon·fts on the prefent § minifiers. I m {j e they h ve uone n thing worfe. 

, * Caffillll Caun. 
t Alluding to tlle czarinas, Catherine ft 

and 2d. 
02 

~ TIle jefuits. 
~ This was written b [ore the c11:mge of d'e" 

minil1:ry in July. • 
Who 

• 
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nows but ~, this inftant chey mly b~ preparing ~o pour in forty or fifty Who 
t oufand giants upon 1 ? Their love of r erty, their tendernefs of the can .. 
ft ituti n, th ir lenity, mild nefs, and 'difinterefl:edncfs, their a~tention to the 
~erchant , in [hart, all their virtues may be' affetl:ed, and only calculated to 
full us afleep until the fatal blow is . fhuck. I own my appre~enfions are 
gloomy; yet, thank God, w~chave a prett~ tall *~oppofi ion, ho will not 
fuffer • to be en£lavecf by any thing higher than themii lves. 

• In the mean time, till we know fo ething of the matter, it is to be hope 
that aU (peculative authors., who are fo kind as to govern and reform the 
world through the channel of the ne~.fpapers, will turn their thoughts to 
plans for fettling this new -at!quired co\.!ntry. I call it new-acquired, becaufe 
whoever finds a country, (hough nobody has loft it, is from that inftant en
dtled to take poffeffion of it for- himfi If, or his fovereign. Europe {na~ no 
other title to America, except force and murder, which are rather the exe-· 
cutive pirts of g9vernmel~t than a right. Though Spain pretends a know
ledge of our giants, fhe has forfeited all pretenfions to their allegiance, by ' 
concealing the difcovery; as is plain from the clecifion of the canon law, tit. 
Dc tlovif regionibus non abj:ondmdif • 

• 
The firft thought that will occur to every good chrifi:ian is, that this race 

of giants ought to be exterminated, and tnelr country colonized; but I have 
already mentioned the great utility that may be rawn from them in the light 
of ,llaves. I have alfo faid, that a ffibderate importation migltt be tolerated 
for the fa.ke of mending our breed; but I would by . no means come into a 
'project I have heard dropped, and in which propagation would not be con~ 
cern d: I mean the fcheme of briI\ging over ~ number of giants for fecond 
hufbands to dowagers. Ireland is already kept i~a £late of humiliatipn. We 
-check their trade, and do not. allow them tp avail themfelves of the beft 4tu-
::tted .harbours in th _ orId. Matrimony is their only branch of commerce 

',unreftriCled, and i{would be' moft crying injuatce to clog that too. 

In trtltb, we are not futhe' e tly acquainted with there Goliahs to decide 
peremptorilY' on their properties. No account of them has been yet tranf
mitted to the Royal Society; but it would be exceedingly advifable, that a ,.. 

( 
jury of matrons fuould be fent in the next embarkation to make a report; -_ -

• ( t " 
, 

.. The GrenvHIes. 

and 
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and old women for old women, II w Id troft to t~ anal fis of the matron 
in prefer~nce to that of the p ilofophers. • 

• • I will now,. my friend, dr p the political part f this di lcuffion, and in- . 
form you what effea this pha::nomeI~on has had on another Ii t of men. 1t 
has fiarted an obvio,! a d Vt!l. perplexing q ellion: viz. wh ther thefe giants 
ar aborigines; if they are ?ot, from which of tht! fons of Noah. they are 
.defc ·nded, and in that ca e how we ihall account for this extraordinary in-
crcafe • of !lature? I , 

The modern philofopl.cr are p~emptory 'that thefe giants "are aborigines ; 
that is, that their country has been inhabited giants from the creation of 
the wor!d. The ftriptures, fay thofe gent! men,· mention giants, but never 
pqfterior to the flood; whence we ought t b lieve that they periIhcd in the 
general d Iu e. Neith r, add they, are we told tha~ any fon of Noah was 

" of ~ature fupereminent to his brethren. Y t we ,will fupP?fe, fay ~ ey, tbat 
fome of their defcend · nts might have {hot up to an extraordinary height, 
without notice being taken of it in facred writ. Nay, they allow tbat this 
increafe of ftature might not have appeared till after the date of holy wit. 
Yet, is it credible, fay they, that a race of giant {hould have been formed, 
and remain unknown to all ages, all nations, all hi!l.ory? Did thefe monfters 
pafs unobferved from the molt -eanern part of the continent (the fuppofed 
communication by which America was peopled) to the northern parts of the 
other orld; and migrate down th~~holc continent to the mofi fout~ern 
point of it, without l~a ing any race, eve'n by tradition, in the m mory of 
mankind? . Or are we to be' ve, that tribes of giants failed from Africa to 
America? What veifels wa ed them ? ~ as navigation fo perfected in the i n
fant ages of the world, at fleets enormoufly'larger than any 'now exifiing 
w.ere c (huaed for a race of Po)yphemes ? r, to come to the third point, 
is it the climate that ha ripened them, as J amaica fwells oranges to {hadocks, 
to this ftupcndous volurrfe ? But north an fouth of dlem are men f the 
ordinary fize; nor have the fame latitudes produced any thing fi~ilar. 
Natural philofo hers cannot account for it, herefore divines certainly can; 
and when this people ihall be better knoV" ,I do not doubt bu the myftery 
~J11 be cared up; for, as thefe giants have indubitably remained unmixed 
longer than any other people, we ihall proQal1y difcover ftronger traces of 
their J ewiih origin. Their cult ts in all likelihood lefs c.: rrupted from that 

of 
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of the fons of Noat, than is to be fou~d 1 ewhere; their language poffibly C 

• • 
the" genuine Hebr w, n t Pha;nieian; and, if 1 might hazard a conjecture,. 

• thefe gi ts are probably the clerc ndants. of the ten tribes fo long lon, and fo 
f , itl fsly fought by the learned ; and having eviated lefs fro the true rew 
ligion of their forefathers,. may have b.een refton.! I to, or pr ferved in, th ir 
primitive ftature and vigour. 10 er this opinii n wi much modefty, though 
I think it'°mor reafonabre than allY h)'PoibejiI 1 have yet heard on the [ur)jcCt. . . 

vVhatcver their r ligion fhall appear' to be, it will be matter of great- curi-' 
• ofity. We fcaree know of .any people, except the Hottentots, or the hero~s 

who lived in the days of Fingal, among. hom no trae of any r ligious 
notions or wodhip have been ifcovered. 

If they are not Jews, but idotaters, Clthe fiatl'leS of their diviniti~s, '. th~ir 
facrificing inftrumcnts. ~ or whatever are the trinkets of their devotion, will 
be great r~riti s, apd worthy of a place in any mu£ urn. 

Their poetry will be another obj 'Ct of~ enquiry, and, if their minds are at all· 
in proportion to their bodies, muft abound in the moft lofty images, in the 
true fubli tn e. Ob! if we could come at an heroic poem penned by a giant! 
We {hould fee other images than our puny writers of romance have con .. 
ceiveu; and a liltle different from the cold * talc of a late notable author, who 
did not know bett r what to do with his giant than to make him grow till h.e. 
;(hook his own cafrle about his oWJt ears.; , 

, 
In {hort, my good friend, here is ample roolP> for fpeculation : ' but I hope 

we {hall go c(\lmly and fyft maticallyC"to work. t t we {hall not exterminate 
thefe poor monfters till we are fully acquainted Ni th th ir hifiory,. laws, 
opinions, police, &c. that we. all not COlwert them to chriftiani , on~y 
to cut their throats aft rwards ' that nobody will beg a million of aeres of 
gian.t-l~nd, till we h~ve: detcrmiJ ed what to do w~h the pre£ nt occupiers; 
and that we {hall not throw awa fifteen or twenty thoufand men in con
quering their country, as we di at the Havannah, only to reftore it to the 
Spaniards. • 

Yours, • 

& 

, 
The Caille of Otranto. 

So T. • 
• • 

, 
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L'Hifioire n:efl: fondee que fur 1 emoignage d~1 au eur. qui nous l'ont tranfmife. 11 importe 
donc extremement, pour la fpvoi de bien connol re queb etoient ces auteurs. Rien n'cft · ne
gligl:r en ce point; Ie tem ou ils nt vecu, leur na1«allce, I ur patr' \0, la part qu'ifs ont eue nux af
,fai~es, le~ moyens par lefquels ils ont ete inO:ruits, et J'interet qu'i1s y pouvviellt prendre, font des 
iirconO:a es effenrieHes qu'il n'eO: pas permis d'ignorer: eta d pend, le plus ou ie moins d' U· 

torite qu'ils doivent avoir : et fans cette connoi£rance, on courra rifque tres Couvent de plcr!Qre 
pour uide un hifl:or~en de mauv Ife foi, ou du moins m I informe. • • 

• Hilt. de l'Acad. de. Infcript, Vol. X . • 

• 
... 

• • 
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SO incompetent 11a,s the generality of hilt, oriaos been for the province they 

• hive undertaken. that it is almofi a queftion, whether, if tll d d of 
paLl a eS' could revive, they would De able to reco,nlloitre the evcnt~ of their 
own times, as tranfnlitt'ed to us by ignorance and mifreprcfenta ion. All v ry 
ancient hinory, except that of the illuminated · Jews, is a perfi fabl. It 
was ,written' by priefts or colleCl:ad from their rep61"ts; and calcul ted folcly 
to fJl' e lofty ideas of the origin of each nation. ods and clemi~god wCI:e 
the princi ill actors; and truth is feldom to be expe ed wher the p rfon-

. ag s are fuperoatura1. The reek hiA:orians haic no ad.vantag ov r the 
• ruvian, but in the beauty of their language, or from that language being 

more familiar to us. Mango Capac, the fon of til fun, is as authentic a 
founder of a ~oyal race, as the progenitor of the Heraclidaz. WI' at tru h in 
deed could be e)\.1'ected, when even the identity C?f perron is uncertain? The 
aCtiolls of one wereafcdbed to many, and of tnany to one. It is lot known 
whether there was a fingle Hercufes or twenty. 

As ations' grew polilhed, hiftoI71>eca~e better authenticated. r ec 
itfelf learned to {peak little truthr Rome at the hour of ita fall, bad the 
confolation o'f feeing the crim of it~ ufurpers publiflled. The vanq linled 
inflicted eternal wounds on eir conqq.e'rofs -b t who knows,. if Pompey 
had fuc,eeded, whether J\l ius Crerar would not have been decorated as a 
mar.tyr tQ public liberty? At fome periods th fuffcring criluin< 1 cap iv tes 

11 hearts; at otlters, the triumphant tyrant. Auguftus, c4'cnched i. he 
blood of his fellow-citizen·s, and CharlesStujlrt, falling· in his own load, 
a,re held up to admit·ation. Truth is left out of the difcuffion; and ode and 
a.nniverrary fetmons give the la~ to' hiftory an·d credulity. 

• • 
_ But it the crimes of Rome are a henticated, the cafe is not th fame with 
it irtues. An able' critic has !hawn' that .nothing i m~re rroblematic than 

VOL. H. . • p • the • 
• 

• 

.. 



," 

• 
106 PRE F :A . 

, i 

the hi ory of the .. three or fourfidl. age of that city. As the cqnfufions of 
die flate increafec.1, fo do th confuuons in its flory. The mpire had mafters, 
whofe ames are only know'n from m Is. Jt is uncertain of what princes . 
-feverul empreffe were the wives. If the jealollfy of two tiquaries inter .. 
v'enes, the point bccom inexp.licab1e.. duna, on t e medals of Caraufius, 
ufed to pafs for th e moon: of late years it ie.beco a doubt whether !he was 
not his ·confort. It is Of little importance hether {he wa oon or etnprefs: 
'but how little muA: we know of thofe times, when thofe lanq-marks to cer"l 
tainty, royal nam s, do not fenTe eve? that purpofe! .In the cabinet 0f the 
king of J.1rance are feveral ,coins of fovereigns, whofe country cann,ot no~ he 
guefTcd at. ' , 

• 
The want of records, of letters, of printing, of critics; .wars, reVOlll~iQfI!l, 

faaioDs, anel other caufes, occafi ned thefe defeCts in ancient hiftory. ( Gpro
nology and aflronom, are forced to tinker up and reconcile, as well as t1 y 
can, th~fe uncettainties. This fatisfies · the I arned-but what fhould we' 
think of the reign of George the fecond to be calctllated two thoufand ye s· 
'hence by eclipfes, left the conqueA: of Canada fhould be afcribed to James 
the firf\:? 

At the very moment that the Roman empire was refettled, nay, when a 
new metropolis ·was ereCted, in an age of« fcieoce and arts, while letters frill 
held up their heads ill Greece; confequently, wh n the great outlines of 
tr~th, [ mean event, might be ex ed to be eflabliLhed; · at that very . 
period-a new deluge of error burYl: upon t world. Chriftial1 monks and faints 
laid truth wane; and a mock fun roie at Ro whe~ the Roman fun funk 
at Conftantinople. Virtues anu vices were rat by the frandard of bigotry; 
and the mifitia of the church became the only hl{tOl·ian. The beft princes 
were r prefi nted as monRers; t4e worft, .at leaft the m0!lufelefs, ,,~ere .dei
fied, accord~ng as they d pr ~ed or e."alted turbulent aod enthufiaftlc prelates 
and friars. Nay, fhele men wer~ [0 deftitute of -temper and common fen fe, 
that they dar d to fuppofe thal common fenfe would neyer re ifit th6 earth . • 
and accordingly IV ote with fo little judgment, and committed fuch pai-
pable forger' es, that, if we c. n t difcover what really happened in tho[e 
ages, we can at leaA: be very fure what id not~ How many get?- ral perfe
cutions does the church record, of which th re is not the 'fmalleil: trace1 

• • • \Vbat 
• 

• • 

• 
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, \Vhat donation and charters w r forge~, for whi h ho~ ~oly p rfon w It 
lofe their ear, if they ~ ere in this ag to prefi nt them. in the moft com II 

court of judicature! t how long y{ r thor imp or th ol)ly. ffon 
who ttempte .to writ hiftoryo! • , 

Bu let us 1 y afidc th ir intereO:ed lie , a11d confid r how f: r lb y W r 
qualifi in other refpea to tr:nfmit faithful memorial to poJl: rit) . III th 

g I 1i ak of, the barb' ous monkilh g s, the lh dow f 1 artling th t 

exift w s confin d to the clergy: th y get rally wrote in Latin, or in verr; 
and their compofitions in both w re truly barb rou. The difficulties of 
rhoime, and the want of corr {pondent terms in L tin, w r \0 fmall impe
diment to the fev re march of truth. ut t ere w re worfc obO:. cle to 
encounter. Europe w s in a continual ftate of arfar. ittlc prine s an 

. gr t -lords were conftaritly {kirmifhing nd iCI'ambling for trifling additions 
" of erritory, or ,wafting each others borders. eograpl y was v ry imperfea ; 

o police e. in d; roads, fuch as they were, w re dang rous ; :.tnd ofts w re 
w 1l0t eftabli!hed. Events were only known by flU our, f1' n pilgrim~, or by 

letter carried by couriers to the parties inter fred: th" pu lic did not njoy ' 
even thore fallible vehicles of intellig nee, news-pap 1'8. J n thi fituatiol 
did monks, at twenty, fifty, an hundred, nay a thoufand miles difianec, 
(and under the circumftances I have mentioned e'" n twenty mil s wer con
fid rable) undertake to write hi ry- and they wrote it acconlil gly. 

If we take. a furvey of our own 'hif1ory, and e amine it with any attention, 
what an uofatisfr ory piaure do It preD t to us! How dry, how fu r
ficial, how . void of . forfll ti0n! How little is recorded b fides attIcs, 
plague~, and religious founqations! That this !hould be the cide: before the 
conqueft, is not f4rprifing,' Our empi e was but forming idi f, or re-col
lea\r:'g 'ts divided members into one mafs, which, from t1&~ clefertion of the 
R~mans, had fplit into petty kingdoms. The\ invafions of natiotL:l liS bar a
rtm, as our.fi Ives, interfer with every plan of ~policy a d order that ight 
have been formed to fettle the emerging ftate,,; and fwarms of foreign monk 

Jw re turned lC)ofe upon us with their new £: 'th and myfreries, to 'be ildcr 
and confound th plain good fenfe of our anceftors. It was too uluch to have 
.P nesp Saxons, and popes to combat at once! 

LlJ 

• 
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• Our language ~jfeted ' a. much as our ~overnm.nt; and, not having ac- ' 
quired.much from our Roman mafters, as miferably disfigured by the fub"" 
Jequent invad rs. The lloconqueredparts of the illand retai~ed fome PlJrity 

od fome precifion. The W lih a d Erfe tongue wanted not harmony! 
but nev r did 'CKill a more barM.rous jargon than the dialeCt fti1l venerated by 
antiquaiies, and called axon. It was fo uncouth, fo inflex.'ble to aU comro- , 
fition, that the n'lonk, retaining the idiom, w e reduced to wri e in ha 
th y took or meant fo):, Latin. 

• b 
The :ro~man tyranny fCicceeded, and gave this Babel of favage founds a . 

wrench tow an} their own I nguage. · Such a mixture necdfarily requir d 
ages to hring it to fome ft . ndard: and, confeqllently, whatever compollti,.9ns 
were formed during its progrefs, -were fure of growing obfolete. How.vcr; 
the amhors of thore ~ay were not likely to make thefe obvious refleaio ; 
and ind6led feemed to have aimed at no one perfi aion. From the conque I. : ' 

to the reign of Henry the'- eighth it is diffic.ult to difcover anyone be uty tn CI 

our writers, but tl ir fimplidty. They tol eir tale like frory-teller ; 
that i , they related without art ' or ornament ,: and they relat d whatever 
they heard. No councils of prin cs, no motives of conduCt, no re~oter 
fprings of aaion, did they jnvefHgate dr learn. VIe have even little ,. light 
into the charaCt 1's of the aaors. A ing ot an archbHhop of Canterbu y are 
the only perfon with whom we are made much acquainted. The barons are 

11 reprefented as brave patriots; but w have not the fatisfaCtio!l of knowing 
which of them were really (0; nor whet er they were not all turbulent and 
ambitious. The probability is, that both kings and nobles wilhed tp en
croach on each other: and if any fpar1~s of li~rty were frruck ouq ~n all 
likelihoud it was contrary to the int~ntion of eith~r the flInt or the ft el. 

l ' 
" 

Hence it has been though,t ~ece{fary to give a new drefs to EngliIh hia~. 
R cco .r[e has been i'lad to records, and they are .far from corroborating the 
tefHmonies of our hiftorian. Want of authentic materials bas obliged oui-

• later writer.s to leave h.:: mafs fJretty much as they found it. Perhaps all th 
requifite atteption tha~ migh h ve b n beftowed, has not been beftowed. 
I~ demands great induftry and patience to wade into: fuch abftruf~ ftoTes as 
records and charters: and they: being jejune and narrow in the,mfelves, very 

C , acute 

• 



PRE c • 109 
cut~ criticifln inc ffary to ftrik'e Ii ht fr m th it Ilffilt. ceo If t y fo

lcmnly cal? raditl: hiftorians in mat rial faCt, may 1 ~ our hiftory; but 
it i impoffible to adhere to our hi orians. P. rtiality man nnot tirely 
-cii ft hirnfelf of; it i fo natur~ , that th b ot f a rit r to one lid or tb 

th r of a queftion i aIm ft al wa} s difcov r~ bl. ut th r i t wid di "'-
Ference bet cen favourin and . in'r-and y t I doub '\ I th r th whole 
fir am of our IVft finns, mined y their ori inal : 11!l oat fi lli" 1 d on 
r i n in our annal in th groffeft manner. Th roo 1 ros are only guilty of 
taking 0 truft what th ou ht to have e" mined m r fcrupuloufl ', a h 
authors whom tll y c pied were all ranked on on lid in a fl agrant fi ali n of 
party. But no e.'cure e n b .... made for th ori-.,.inal nuthol", W 0, I doubt, 
have violated all rule of truth. 

Th; confulion whi h attend d the civil -war b ten th houfc s of York 
an(1 Lancafi t, threw an obfcurity over that part of our. nnnl , which it i 

-"almoft impoffible to difpel. W have fcm'c any atuhentic onum nts of the 
• l' ign of dward th fourth; and ought to r ad hi hinory with mu h dif

truft, frolll the bouncllefs artiality of the fue e ding writ r to th oppo(lte 
caufe. hat di ldence fhould incr afe s w proc d to the r ign f hi 
brother. 

It occurred to me fom years ago, that the pichi e of Richard the third, as 
drawn by biftori n , was a chara r ~ rmed by r jtldice and inv ntion. I did 
n t ta"e 'hakcfpear s tragedy for a g I'luinc. reprefi ntation, but I did tak h' 
ftory of that reign for ~ trng dy of imagination. Many of th crime im III cl 
to icll d feemcd improbable; and, • hat w s ftrongcr, contrary to hi in
terefr. ) A few in id nt I cirr;umfiances c.orrObOf<4t"'d my opinion. an rigioaJ 
and imp'ortant inftrum nt was pointed out 0 me laO: inter, \ ,hich gay rife 
to t e fe,Howing 1'hcets; and as it was eafy t p rcciv , under ill! the glare 
of ncomiums .which hiftorianS' have hea ed 0 the wifdom f I nry the 

v nth, that he as a me and unfe ling ty~ant, I fu[p·etl:cd that th had 
lacken d his riv 1, till H nry, by th conn"aft, £hould appear in a ki f 
miable light. Th mOl'e I xamined their n ry, t1 e more I wa confirmed 

in It\y opinion :--and with regard to Hen tey, one confequenc 1 could n t 

help drawing; that we have either no authentic m m orials of RiclJal'd s 
crimes, or, at moil, no account of th ID but f;om Lnncafiriall hiftorians ; 

4 • • .whcr a 
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wher~as the vice~~md injuftice of HenrY 'are, though 'palliated, a.vowed. bi 
t e concurrent teftimony of his panegyrifrs. Sufpicions and calumny were 
fafi:ell on Richard as fo many affaffinations. The murders committed by 
Henry were indeed executions-and ~xecutrc)Os pafs for prUJience with pru-

. dent hiftorians; for whcu a fuccefsfuJ king is chief-juftice, hiftorians become 
•• • 

a voluntary jury. -. 
• 0 • 

If I do not flatter myfelf, I have unravelled a· c<5nfiderable part of that dar:k 
period. vVhethcr fatisfaCtorily or not, my readers lUll{\: decide. Nor is it • 
of any ilhportance whether I have or not. The attempt was mere matter of 
curiofity and fpeculation! If any man) as idle as myfelf, fhould take the 
trouble to review and canva my arguments, I am ready to yield fo indif. 
ferent a point to better reaCons. Should declamation alone be ured to cont~a-
diCl: me, I {hall not think I am lefs in the right. ' r 
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is a kind of literary fuperRitiol1 wI ich men are ;lpt to contraCl 
from habit, and which m kes th m look on a.ny ttem towards ' 

fil king their b lief in any eftablHhed characters, no matt r w~ctl.el' g or 
bad, s a fort of profanation. They are determined 0 adhere to their firf1: 
impr flion , and ar equally offend d at any 'nnovation,. wh ther he 1 rJi 
whore character is to b raifcd or depr ill d, ere patriot or tyrant, f: i t or 
finner, No indulgence is granted to t o[p, who woufd afcertain the trutIl. 
The more th tcllimoni s on either fide lave bee. ulti lied, the fironge 
is the con icHon; though it gen r By 11 ppens that the oribl.nal c iucncc i 
wondrous fiend r, and that the nu bel' of writ. "s have ut copied nne n
other; f, what is or[e, have only a9cled to th . original without any ne,,'" 
authority. Au c ment fo · roundlefi is n t to be regarded; and in -;llerc 
matters of curiofity, it ere rid"culou~ to p y any d Ferenc to it. If time 

rings new matc.rials to light if f; at d ate confute hiftori ns, what 
oe i fi :JOoi y t11at w hn. v b en for two a three bundrec.l ye r under an 

error" D s a tiq lity nfecrate dal'kn '[5 ? Docs a lie become "en rahle' 
rom its ge r 

iftoric 
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Uforic jufH e i du to aU cbaratlers. Who would not vindicate Henry 
the ei }th or harles the fecond, if fouod to be falfely traduced? Why then 
not Richard the third? Of what impo~lancc ~ it to any man 'living, whether 
'« not he was, as bad IilS he is r prefented? No one noble family is fprung . . 
from him. . _. • 

• 
However, not to difiurb too much the e udition of hoee who have read 

the diCmal fiory of his cruelties; and fettled their ideas of his tyranny tnd 
u[urpat'io , I declare I am not going to write ~ vindication of him. All I 
mean to {how is, that though he may have been as execrable as we are told 
he was, we have little or no eaCon to believe fo. If the propenfity of abit 
ihould frill incline a fingle man to fltppoje that all he has read of Richard ·is 
true, I beg no more, ' than t11at hat perfon would be fo impartial as to own 
that he has little or n6 foundat~on for fuppofing (0. 

• . ~ 

I will ftate the lift of the crimes charged on Richard ; I will fpecify the • 
authorities on which he was accufed; I will give a faithful account of the 
hiO:orians by whom he ~ was accufed; and will then examine the tircum
fiallces of each crime and each evidence; and, la!lIy, fhow that fome of th~ 
-crimes were contrary to Richard's intereft, and almoft all inconfiftent with 
probability or with dates, and [; me of 6lem involved in material confra ... 
diaions. 

Suppo[ed crim~s of Richard the thi~d . 
• 

1 ft. His murder of Edward princ of Wales, fon of Henry the fixth. 
zd. His murder of H nry the fix.th. 
3d. The murLl r of his brother George duke of Clarence. 
4th. The exec?tion of Ri ers, Gray, and Vaughan. 
5th. The execution of 1 ~ Haftings. 
6tl. The murder of Edward the [ifth ~nd his !>rother. 
7th. The murder of his own queen. 

CI 

To which~may be added, as they are thrown into the lift to bI eken him, 
his intended match with his t)Wll niece Elizabeth, the penance of Jane Shor:e, 
and his own perfonal deformities. . 

I. Of . ~ , 
• 

• 
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I. Of the murder of Edward prince of \ t 1 1\ 11 11 f nry th fi 'th· 

• 
Edward the fQurth had indubitably he h re litary right to the ci wn; 

hich he purfued with fit g lar bra ry and ad Ir [s, a tl vith all the art of 
politician nnd the cruelty ot a conqu ~ror. lnge d on 'oi l1cr lid d there 
fcem to have been any fcruplcs: Yorkift~ and Lancnftri s, E w rd an ar
garet of Anjou, entere 1 into any engagement, to k nyoath, violated them 

nd indul ed their revenge, as often as th y ere deprdfcd r Ulorious. 
After the battle of Tewkfbury, in which Ma garet and her fon Vi r made 
prifoners, young Edwar was brought to th - prefenc of Ed ard t f, urtl ; 
" But after the king," fays Fabi n, , h old £1: I ifio ian of th fe tIl es "had 
que~ioned with the faid fir < dwardc) and he hatl nfwercd Unto I n con. .. 
trary hi leafure, he then {hake him with hi gauntlet upon the [; c . fter 
which {ho e, fo by him received, he was b the kyn es Ii l' ant incolltinentIy 
flaine." The Ch1'c ide of Croyl nd f the fame date f: ys, th rine Was 
11 in "ultricibus uorund m manibus;" buc un les nob dye • 

Hall, who dores his. work with the reign f Hcr 1'y the ightb, fays, tha 
cc The prine beyinge bold of fl:omache and of a g J COllr ge, anfwcred the 
king's u"!fi.ion (of how he durfl: fo pr fumptuoufly nter into hi realml: with 
banner difplayed) faiyoge, To recov l' my fnthor~8 kinguome nud nh rita , 
&c. at wh'ch wortles kyng Edward faid nothing, bm with hi han.d tl ruft 
him from him, or, aR fome fay, ftrokc him with his gauntlet, whome incon ... 
tinent, they that fl:odc II out, which were 0 e duke a ]al'encc, i . , I'd 
duke of Gloucefl:e , Thoma..'1 marques Dorfet (fon of que n ;liz, b tIl Wid .. 
"i.lle) and. \Villiat 1 td Hallynge , todainly murth<!r d and itionOy man-
quelled." Thu much h d the ·fiory gain from the .time of Ii' to tila 
of Hall. 

Ho lingfhcd l'epeats there v ry words, confcquently' j a t1' "'~ rib rand 0 

new authority. 
• 

John Stowe revertl1 to Fabian's account, as t ~e only one not gr unde on 
hearfar, and affirms no more, than t at the king cruelly fmote the young 
prince on the face with his gauntlet, and after his fervants flew him, 

OLe U. • 
Q... 

• 
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• 
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HISTORIC DOUBTS O~ 'I'IR LIFE j 14 

Of modern ' hiilo ians, Rapin and Carte, the only two who feem not to 
l1ave [wallowed implicitly all the vulo-ar tales propagated by the Lancafl:rians 
to b~acken the houfe of York, warn us to read with allowance the e2l:ag
gerate'd relations of thofe times. 1'he lat.ter fufpeCts, that, at the dl{folution 

. of the monafteries all evidences were fuppreffed that tended to weaken th<l! 
right of the prince &0 the throne; but as Henry the eighth concentrerl in 
himf. +f both the lailn of Edward the urth ·and that ridiculous 'One of 
Henry the feventh, he feelDs t'O have had lefs occafio . to be ' anxious eft the 

( truth ihould come out; and in<leed his father had involved that trut~ in fO e 
much -.iarknefs, that it was little likely to force its way. Nor was it necef
fary then to load the memory 'Of Richard the third, who had left no off
fpring, Henry the eightle had no competitor to fear but the defcendants 'Of 
Clarence, of whom he feems to have had fufficient apprehenfion; as appeared 
by his murder of the 'Old cou tefs of Saliibury, daughter of Clartloce, . and 
his endeavours to Joot cut her pofterity. This jealoufy accounts for Hall 
chargi.ng the duke of Clarence, as well as the dUke 'Of Gloucefter, with tJ e 
murder of prince Edwa1-d, But in accufations of fo deep a dye, it -.is not fuf
ficient ground for our belief, that an hiftorian reports them with fuch a fr.'
volous palliative as that phrafe, as fame fay, A cotell1porary names the king's 

.ft1"'Vanl.s. as perpetrators 0 the murder ~ is not that m.or.e proba~le, than that 
the king's own brothers :fhould have dipped their hands in fo foul an a{f,dIina
tion? Richard, i~ particular, is allowe4 on all hands to have been a brave 
and mn-rtial prince: he had great {hare in the victory at Tewkibury: fome 
years afterward he command d his brother's troops in Scotland, and made 
himfelf mafter of dinburgh. ,At the hattle of Bof worth,. when~ he fell, hi 
courage was heroic: he fought Richmond, and en6eavoured . to decide their, 
quarrel by a per[onal combat, flaying fir William Brandon, hi riv~l's fiand .. 
ard.bearer, with his own ha.nd, a d felling to the ground fir John Chen.ey,. 
who endeavoured to cppofe his fury. Such mCI) may be carried by ambi .. 
~on to comma d, the cxe;rtion of thofewho ftand in their way; but are not 
hk[-ly to knd t 1 It hand, In coM blood, to a bafe,., and, to themfelves, we
lefs affaffi nation. How did it i mport Richard in what manner the y,ou g. 
prince was put to death? tf he had fo early planned the ambitious defigns 
afcribed to him, he m~+Yht have 'ttufted to his brother Edward, fo much 
more immcediately concerned, th3.t the young prince would not he ·fpared. If 

. thofe views did not, as is probable, .take root in his heart till long after
wards, what ~ltereft had Richard to murder an· unhappy young prince r 

This. 
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This crime therefore, a fi UI1.llCcelJary, and is {i far fr m being !tab}' cd 
by any authority, that h dcferve to be emir Iy acquirt d of it. 

• • 
II. The mud r of Henry the fixth • 

• This charge. no better f\ipported ,than the pr ceding, is {till more impro .. 
bable. "Of the death of this pri~ce, Henry the fixth," f: y J?ahian; . ' di
ver tales wer told. But the moll: common fame went, that he was fiiekcn 

ith a dagger by the handes of the duke of Gloce r.". 
• 

The author of the Contin lation of the Chronicle of Croyl nd f.'ly only, 
that the body of king Henry was found lifel fi (exanime) iu the Tower. 
" Pareat Deus," adds 1 e, " & fj")atium prenitcntire i donet, qUiCllJtQllt facri
legas ml nus in chriftum Domini aufu ll: im 'ttere. Und et ngen" tyranni, 
patienfque gloriofi martyri titulum mer atur." The pra r £ r thl! murder r, 
(hat he may live to repent, proves that the pafiige ~. s writt.en immetliat ly 
~fter the murder was cOt:hrnilted. That the affaffin def< rvcd tlle appellation 
of tyrant, evinces that the hiftorian' fufpicions went igh; but a.s he call 
him quicunqlu, and as we are uncertain whether he wl'ote before tl le death 
of Edward the fourth, or between his death and that of Richard the third, we 
cannot afcertain which of the brothers he meant. In firiCl con·ftruClion he 
{bouId mean Edward, becaufi , as h i!i [peaking of H nry's de th, Riel arcl, 
then only duke of Gloucefier, could not properly be called a tyrant. Hut as 
rn nks were not good grammatical critics, I fha1l1ay no firefs on this obj -
tion. I do think he allu.decl to Richard; hav~ng treated him fever ly in the 
fubfequent part of his hiflory, and h .. ving a true monkiih partiality to . 1-
ward, whofe cruelty and vices he {lightly noticed, iTl favour to that monarch's 
feverity to heretics and ecclefiaftic expiat ions. 'Is princep, licet diebU!.\ 
fuis cupiditatibus & luxui nimis int mperanter indulfiffe credatllr. in fide 
tamen ca holicus fumme, heret1corum feveriffimu · honis, fapientium & d()c~ 

rorum hominum dericorumq e promotor amantiffimus, fact mentorum e le
fire devotiffimus venerator, peccatorumque fuorum omnium prenitentiffim~s 
fuit," That moulter Philip the fecond po{feffe juft the fame virtues. Still, 
I fay, let the monk fufpeCl whom he would ,. if Henry was fou dead, tho 
mo,nk was not likely to kllow who murdered him-and if he did, he has not 
told s. 

• • H all 
• 

• 
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Hall fays, ." Pore kyng I cory the fi. te, a little before deprived of hys. 
real ~ and imperial croune, was nQ~ in the ower of London fpoyl d of 

.. his life and all worldly fclicite by Rieh rO ·d ke of Glouccfier (as the con:" 
• flam f: me ranne) whi h, to thintent that king Edward his brother ihould be
clere out of al fecret fnfpicyoo of fndd .invafi n, murth red the faid king 
with • dagger." W llatever Riehard was, it fcerns he was a maft e' cellent 
Rnd kind-hearted brother, and {crupled ot on any oecaGon to b the Jack . 
Ketch of the times. We £hall }; e him foon (if the evidence were to be be-
lieved)- perform the fame friendly office for Edward on th ir brother Ja- • 
renee. And we mufi admire that he, whofe dag er was fo flefhed in murder-
for the fervice of a'not11er, fhould be fo put to it t6 find the means. of taking, 
away with his nephews, who e deaths were confider bJy Ulore elfenti 1 to, 

him. But can this a.ccu[atio,l e allowe-..l gravely? Xf Richard afpired to the: 
erowo, whofe whore ' conduCt: during Edward's reign was a [e ne, as ve are' 
told, o"f plaufibility and d corum, would he officiouily and nneceft'l:rily ha. ,~ 
taken on himfelf the odium of Da ing a faint-like monarch,. ador d hy the 
lreople? Was it his intercft to fave < dward·s character at the exp nee of hi 
own 1 Did Henry ftand in bit way, depofed, imprifoned,. and 'now child/eft f · 
The blind and indiferiminat zeal with which every crime c mmitted in that 
bloody age was placed to Richard s account, ' mak s it gr~tly probable, that 
intereft of party had more hand than tl'uth in drawing hi pi ure. Other 
cruelties, whi!=h I !hall m ation, and to whi h we know hi motives, hI! cer
tainly commanded; Dor am I ~efirous to purge him wI ere I f1'nd him guilty' 
but mob-fiodes 'or Laneafhian forg ri ought to. be rejected from fo r
hiftory; nor can they be repeat d, without expo!ing th writer to he impu-
tatton of weaknefs and vulgar credl.;Jity. ' 

III. The murder of his brother Clar nc • 

Fil the examin tion of this article, 'I {hall}; afide our hiftorian (¥h fe 
Qffiping 11a rative8, as e have feen, dcferve little regard) becau[e we have' 

bett r authority to dirett our-enquiries: and this is, the tt inder of the duke 
f Clar nC<ij as it is fi t forth ~n the Parliamentary Hiftory (evpied indec 

from HabingtQn's Life of Edward the fourth), and by the ·editors of that hif
tory jufily fuppofed to b taken from Stowe, who had feeO: the original °bill 

. '] • of 
• 

( 
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of Gloucefier. P rhaps th y were: Glot\cefier certainly kept fair with the' 
qu'eco: and profited largely by the ,forfeiture of hi brother. But where jea 
lourie arc feeretl)" foment d in court, they feldom come to the kno vI dgc 

• f an bill:orian; and thClugh he may 1ave ueffed right from collater 1 cir .. 
mit, n ,there ,iolion. ions are m re gratiJ diCla, a~d can only he treated 

a furmifc s *. Hall, Holling!hed, and we, fay not It word of Richard 
being le perron who ut the fentence in execution; bu, on the contrary, 
they all fay he openly relined the murder of Clarence: all too record another • 
circumll:ance, which is pert £tly ridiculous, that Clarence was drowned in a 
barrel or-butt of malmfi y. \Vhoever can believe that a butt of wine was the , 
engine of hIS death, may believe that Richard helped him into it, and kept 
him down till he was fuffo ated. But the {hong eVldence dn which Richard 
mull: be acquitted, and indeed even of having cQntributed to his death, was . . 
the tefiimony of Eqward himfelf. Being fome time afterward folicited to 
pardon a notoriou, criminal, the king's conftience broke forth: "U oh ppy 
brother ~ " cried oe, " for whom no man would interceed-yet ye can all be ' 
intel'ce{fors for a villain !" If Richard had been inll:igator or executioner, it r 
is not likely that the king would have alfumed the whole mercilefs criminality 
-to him~ If, without b flowing a due !hare on his brother Gloucell:er. Is it 
'poffib1e to renew the charge, and not recollect this acquittal! 

The three preceding accufations are eVldently uncertain and improbable. 
What follows is more obfcure; and it is on the enfuing tranfaClions that I ven
ture to pronounce that we have little or no authority on which to form pofitive 

. conclulions. I [peak more particularly of the deaths pf Edward the fifth and 
hiR brother. It will, I think, app ar very problematic whether th~1 wer.e 
murdered or not: and even if th y were murdered, it is impoffible to' ber eve 
the accOl nt as fabricat d and divulged by Henry the teventb, on whofe te~i
mony the murder mull: ref\: at laft ; for they who fpeak moft pofitively, revert 
to th ftory which he was eafed to publi!h !even years aft r ,their {uppofed 

to 

.. The Chronicle above quoted aiTerts, that the oocafions do arbitrary pl'inces want tools ? Was 
(peaRer of che houf~ f commons dem nded the Edward's coutt fo virtuous or fo h mane, that it 
execution of Clarence. Is i r (jible that on a could fllrnifh no alfallin but the firO: prince f the 
proc cling fo p blic and fo [olemn for th t age, blood ( Wben the houfe of commons undertook 
the brotht:or of the offended monarch and of tbe to colour the king's refentment, was every mcm
r ),al climinal II ould have be n deputed, or ber of it too fcrupulout ItO lend hia-hand:&o the 

ould have fioillped t [0 vile.an office? On fueh Jc d I 

death, 
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. deaths, and which i' fo abfurd, fo. jncoher nt, and {; repugnant to d tC$ and 
other faa, that, n. it is no longer nee ill ry to p y c urt to hi m jetty, tt i no 
longer neceffary J ot to treat his affi nions a n ill1 udcnt fie. ion. come 
clireCl:ly to this. point, becaufe he io~ r cning ani Ie of the exec tion of. • 
River. Gray, Vaughan, and Haftings, will natuf 11y finu tbeir 1 C 10 thv-t 
difquifition. . • 

• -. 
And here it will be important to examine th fe hifiorians on whofe reJ tion 

the fiory firft d peads. Pr · iou to thi I mutt afc rt in on or two d t , 

for th yare fiubborn evid nee 'and c nn t b r J fred: th y exift every wh re 
and cannot be profcribed ev n from a court c lend r • 

• 
Edward the fourth died April 9th , 483, 
'dward, his eldeft fon, was then thirt . n year of ge" 

Richard, duke of York, his fecond fon, was th n. bo t nin 

- We have but tWO cotemporary hiftodans, t e author a the Chronicle of 
Croyland, and John F bian. he fira, who wrote in hi cony I t, and 
only mentioned indden 11y £fairs of ft t , is ver;y b rren and c nClfc ~ he 
appears indeed not to have been ill informed, and fom tim s ev n in {itu .. 
ri n of perfonally knowing the tvan£: aions of the times) for in one pl cc we 
are told in a marginal notc, that t e dottor of the canon law, ,md one of the 
king's counfellors, who was {; nt to Cal is,. wa the author of th Condnu .. 
t' on. Whenever therefore his a·{r rtions arc poIitive, and not mer ly flYing 
reports, he ought to be admitted a fair evfdence, flnee we have no b tter. 
And yet a monk who· ulies himfdf i,n re rcling the infigni6caot events of 
his own order or monaftery, and who ,was at mofl: occafionally mad u[e of, 
was not likely to know the moll: imlortant and molt. y(teriou feer t of 
ftate; 1 mean, as he was not em k)y din thofe iniquitou tranfaAions-lf 1 e
had been, we !hould leam or might ex-pea: ftill ] .fs crutI from him • 

• • • 
Joh Fabian was a merchant, and had 'been fheriff of I~ondon, and die,d in 

J 512: he-con.{; quentlY' lived on the fpo at th tv ry interefting peri~d. Yet 
no llierHF was ever lefs qualified to write a bJ./lory of 1 nglaod. is narra ive . 
is dry, uncircumJb.ntial, and unimportant: he mentions the d atbs of princes 
and tevolutiona of government, with the fame p,hlegm and brevity s he 

1 • w~d 
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would {peak of the appointment of churchY\Tnrdens. I ,fay not this from an1 .
partiah y, or to d cry the fimple man as crolling my opinion ~ for Fabian'a 
tefiimo y is fur-from bearing hard againft Richarcl, even though he wrote 

• under e y the feventh, who would .r,ave (l.l.ffered no apology for his rival, 
alld whore, reign was e pI ye'd not only ill extirpating the houfe of York, 
but in forgir1g t1 e mof\: c\trocious calumnies to blacken their mem~riesJ and 
invalid t their jufl: clahn. 

But the great [ource from Wl1 nee all later hill:oflans have taken their m~'" 
terials for. the reign of Richard the third, is fir Thomas More. Gr fton,> 
the next, in order, has copied him verbatim: fo does Hollingfbed-and we 
are told by the fortner in a I1Iflrginal note, that fir Thomas was under-fheriff 
of London ~hen he comp.ofed hi work. It is in truth a compofition, ar J a 
very beautifLil one. He wa the in the vig ttl' of his fancy, an ii-cit from · 
the ftudy of the Greek;. and Roman hifiorians, whofe manner he has imitated 

- in divers .imagina7 -orations. They fcrve to lengthen an unknown hiftory of 
l,ittle more than two months into a pretty fizeable volume f' but are no more 
to be received as genuine, than the facts they arc adduced to countenance. 
An under-fueriff of London, age but twenty-eight, and r,ecently marked 
v/ith the difpleafure of the crown, was not likely to be furnifued with ma
terials from any high authority, and could not receive them from the beft 
authonty, I mean the , adverfe party, woo were profcribcd, and all their 
ohiefs banHhed or put to death. Let ll.' a ain r cur to da.tes *~ Sir Thomas. 
MOJ"e was born in 1480: ne was, appointe under. eriff in 1508, snd tliree 
'Years before had offi nded Henry he feventh. in the t nder poiot of oppofing 
a fubfidy. Buck, the apologift of Richard the thil-d, ~a[cribes the authorities 
of fir Thomas to the informat ion of archbin)o~ Morton; and it is ue that 
be had Deen brought up Undel" that relate; h t Morton died in IS00, when 
fir Thomas was btl l wenty years old, and when he had {j arce th ught of 
writing biftory. What materials he had gathered from his mailer were pro
bably oth-lOg mor~ than a general nar~ative of .tte prec ding times in dif. 
courfe at dioner or in a" winter's evening, if fo raw a youth can be fuppofed 
to have been adrrn ted to famiiiarity with a 'prelate bf that ,rank and prime 

' minifter. B granting that fuclt pregnant pa.rts as More's 4, d leaped the 
harrier of dignity, and in{inua~ed hit~felf into the archbHhop's ,favour; could 

• Vide Biog" Britannica, p. 3159, 
( 



AND REIG G RIell RD lIt 

he have drawn from a more corrupt 1 [ouree? Morton had not only vi I ted 
hi allegiance to Richard, but had been the ehi f engine to dethrone him· and 
to plant abaft rd fcion on the throne. f all men living there could n t be 
more fufpicious teftitl1eny than th preIll!~, xeept lh king's ~ ~nd he cl th 
archbifbop £ leaed More for the hiftotian of thofe d k fcen ; who had 
much intereft to blacken ~icha.rd, as the man who ad rifen to b prim 
minifier to his rival. Take it ther ore cithcr way, tha the rchbilh did 
or did not pitch on a young man of tw nty to write that hiftory his autho. 

· rity was 1\S fufpiciollS as could be. 
e 

It may be faid, on the other hand, that fir Thomas, who had fma.rt d fo 
his boldnefs (for his father, a judge f the king' bench, had b en impri
foned and fined for hi fon's offence), had had little inducement to flatt r the 
Lan~aft n caufe. It is very true; nor am I .inclined to imput ~.dulation tq 

ne of the honefteft ftatefmen and brightdl: names in ou an Ial. He who 
fcorned to fave hi life by bending to the will of the ii 0, was not likely to 

nvafs the favour of the fath r, by profiituting hi pln to the umour of the 
court. I take the truth to be, tllat fir Thomas wrote hi R ign of • {ward 
the fifth as he wrote his Utopia; to mufe his leifure and e ercif hi fancy. 
He took up a paltry canvas, and embroid red it with a flowing defig as hi 
imagination fuggefied the colours. . I £bould deal more feverely with his 
rcfpeCl:ed memory on any other' hYP'>thefis. He h~s been guilty of fuch p 1-
pable and material falfehoods, as, wIllIe they defil'oy hi9 credit as an hifio ian, 
would reproach his veracity as a man, if we could impute them to pr m di
tated per erhon of truth, and not to youthful ~evity and inaccuracy. Stand: 
ing as they do, the fole g'tound- crk of that r ign's hiftory, I am authorized 
to pronoqoce -the work, in ention and romance 

e 

Polidore Virgil, a foreigner, and author of a light L tin hillory. was here 
during the reigns of Henry the feventh and eighth. I may quote him l1OW ... 

and-then, and the Chronicle of Croyland ; but neither furni us with 01 h 
light. . 

• 
There was anoth "T foreign writer in that age of far greater authority, 

who~ n gligent fimplicity and veracity are unqueflionable; who ~lad grc!lt 
opPQrtunitieli of knowing our fiory, and whofe tefHmony is corroborated by 
Vo~IL R 001' • • 

• 

• 

, 
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our records: I mean PQilip de Cornines.· He and Buck agree with 'one an
otqer, and with the rolls of parliament j fir Thogtas More with none of them • 

• 
Buc , fo long exploded as a love" of paradoxes, and as .an advocate for a 

. monfrer, gains new credit the deeper this dark fcene is fathomeCl. Undoubt
edly Buck bas gone t& far; nor are his £lyle nd method to be admired. 
Wlt~~'Very int ntiOl} of vindicating Ric lrd, he docs but authenticate his 
(Jrimes, by fearching in other fiory for parallel in{tances at what he; calls 
policy. No doubt politicians will acquit Richard, if confeffion of his crimes 0 • 

be pleaned in defence of them. Policy will juftify his taking off opponents. 
Policy will maintain him in rel1}oving thofe who would have barred his 'ob
taining the crown, wliethev- he thought he had 'a right to it, or was deter
mined to obtain it. Morality; efpecially in the latter cafe, cannot t ke his 
part. I {han ' fpeak more' to Jhis immediately. Rapin conceived. doubts; 
but, inftead of purf~ing them, wandered after judgments; and they will lead 
a man wherever he has a mind to be led. Carte, with more manly lhrewd
nefs, has fifted~many parts of Richard's fiory, and gueiTed happily. My 'part 
has lefs penetration; but the Parliamentary Hiftory, the oomparifon of dates. 
and the aUthentic monument lately come to light, and' fJ:om which I 1haU 
give extraCts, have cOllvinced me, that if Buck is too favou.rable, all bur 
other hiftorians are blind guides, and have not made out a twentieth part of 
their affe~tions. 

, 

The fiory of Edward the fifth is ' thus related by fir Thomas M~re, aml 
.opied from him by all our hiaorians. 

, 
When the king his father died, the prince kept his court at Ludlow, un

det toe tuition of his maternal unde Anthony earl Rivets. Richard duke of 
Gloucefter was in the north, r turning from his fuccefsful expedition againft 
the Sc6ts. Thl! queen wrote inftantly to her brother to bring up the young 
king 0 Lon.don, with a train of two thoufand horre: a faa: allowed by hif
tORans, and which, whether a pr'l)dent caution.or not, was the firft overt-aQ, 
of the new reign i . and likely to firike, as it did 1hike, the duke of Glou
edier and the ar'!,.cient nobility with a jcaloufy, that the queen intended to. 
exclude tbem from the admipifiration, and to govern in concert with her 
own family. It is not improper to obferve, that 110 precedent autHorized her 
to affurne fucb power. Joan, princefs dowaget of Wales, and widow of the 

black 
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,black: prince, had no {hare in the g<wernment during the minority of her fon 
Richard the feconcl. atharine of al i , widow of H nry the fifth,· wa 
alike excluded from tbe regency, though her fon ra · but a year Id. eAn 
if Ifabella governed on the depofttion 0 dward the fecond, it wa ·by an 
u[urped pow r, by the fame ower that had contributed to d throne her huf-. 
band j a power fanClified by. no title and confirmed by· no aCt f parliament • 
The J1rfi fiep to a female regency 't enact d, though it flev r to k plae wa 
many years afterwards, in the reign of Henry the eighth. 

Edward, on his death.bed, had patched up reconciliation b tWo n hi 
wife's kindred and the gr at lords of the court; particularly b tween the 
marquis Dorfet, the queen' fon, and the lord c amb rlain flings. t 

whether the difgufted lords had only feemcd to yield, to £. ti fy the dying 
king, 0 whether the fieps taken by the queen gave them new caufc of um" 
brage, it :l.pp ars that the duke of Buckingham 'Was the rft to comrnunic te 
his fufpicions to ~loucefier, and to dedicate himu If to his 1j r ice. Lord 
Haftings was fcarce lefs forward to join in like meaftfres: an all three, it is 
pretended, wer fo alert, that they contrived to have &t infinQat d to th 
queen, that it would give much offence if the young king ihould be brought 
to London with fo great a force as !he had ordered; on which fuggef.hons ilie 
wrote to lord Rivers to countermand her firft directions • 

• It is difficult not to fufpefr, that our 'hiftorians have imagined more plot-
ting in this tranfaClion than could eafily be compaffi d in fo !hort a period, 
and in an age when no communication couIc! be carried on but by fpeci 
mefi"engers, in bad roads, and with no relays of poft-horfes. 

Edward the fourth died April 9th, af\,d his [on nlflde his entrance into 
London:t: May 4th. It is not probable that th queen commllnicated her 
direCtions for bringing up her fon with an armed force to the lords of the 
councll, and her newly reconciled enemies. But {he mi ht be betra ed. 
Still it required fome time · for Buckingham to fend hi fervant Perclval 

• Twelve guardians were appointed by par
liament, :1nd the earl ot J ... allcafr r entrufl:ed 

ith !.he cue of d,e king's perCon. The latter 
bein ~xcludec' from exerciling his charge by 
the queen and Mortimer, gave that a6 a reafon 

for Dot ob ing a {ul!Ullons to parliament. rid, 
Par/iam. Rfjl. voJ •• , p. 108, 11 • 

. t Vide the ac~ of fuccdlioll in arllam. Hi!!:. 
yolo 3, p. 117. 

l Fabian. 
a 

• 

• 

• (t ougb 
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(tho~gh fir 'Thornas More vaunts hi s e~'lredition) to York, where the duke 6r 
Gloucefler then lay ~; for Perciy l' return (it muft be obferved too that the 
duke qf Buckingh m waR In 'vVales, confequently did not learn the queen's 
orders upon the fpot, but either received the account from Londun, or 
.learnt it from Ludlo ); for the two dukes to fend infiruaions to theic 
confederates in London; for the impreffi n to be cnade on the queen, and for 
her dlfpatching her cC1Unt r-orders; for Perciv,\J to poft back and meet Glou
cefter at Nottingl~am, an~ for returning thence alld bring>ng his mafl:er 
Buckingham to meet Richard at Northampton, at the very time of the king"s 
arrival there> All this might happen, undoubtedly; and yet who will be
lieve, that (uch lnyfterious and rapid negotiations came to the knowledge of 
fir Thoma More twenty-five years afterwards, when, as it will appear, he 
knew nothing of very. matedal and public facts that happen d at the [~me 
period? Ii 

But whether he circumftances are true, or whether artfully imagined, it 
is certain that the king with a fmall force arri vecl at Northal?pton, and thence 
proceeded to Stony Stratford. • arl Rivers remained at Northampton, where 
he was cajoled by the two dukes till the time of reit, when the gates of the 
inn were fuddenly locked, and the earl mad prifoner> E.arly in the morn
ing the two dukes hafrencd to Stony Stratford, where in the king's pre[ence 
they picked a quarrel ith hi, other h:tlf-brother the lord Richard Gtey, 
accufing him, the marquis Dodi t, and th ir uncle Rivers, of ambitious and 
~aftile defigns, to which end the marqui h d entered the Tower, taken 
treafure thence, and fent a for e to [ea •. 

" Thefi things, fays fir Thomas, the dURes !mew were dotle for good am! 
1IectJ1ary pttrpofls., and by appointm!::lIt of the council; but Jomewhat they mlffi 
fiy." As fir Thomas ha not been pleafed to fp cify thofe purpofes., and as 
in thofe times at leafr privy council! rs were exceedingly complaifant to the 
fulic9g powers~ he:(. mufl: allow us to doubt wheth,r the purpofes of the queen's 

• It fho~ld be r~m.arke~ too) that the duke of to folemnize a funeral for him; but this very 
Gloucefter 15 pO~hvelY !i HI to be celc!brating hi circumftance. takes off from the probability of 
brother's obf< '!ules ~he e. It no ~nly {hikes 01}' Richard having as yet laid any plan for difpor .. 
part of the term by allowing the llecefiary ~ime • {effing his nephew> Would he ha e 1 itered at 
for the news of king Edward's death to reach York at fuch a criGs, if be llad intended to, ftep 
York, and for the preparations to be mnde there into the throne ~ 

. relations 
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relations were quite fo innocent as h would m k us b liev ; an wh til r 
the princes of the blood and the t\oci nt nobility h. d not fome r afon 0 b 
jealous that the queen was ufurping mor pow r th, n t11 laws It giv her. 
The cataftrophe of her whole £ mily ft rillf. d ft rve 01 :lInift,!", ti n, ) t we 
are apt to {hut 0 Ir eyes to all her we. knds and ill -ju( oed policy; nd y t • t 

every ftcp we find how mu.ch !he contribut d t '. dta n in n th ir h ds nt d 
h r own, by the cOflfeffion even r her apologifts. T 1 duk of 1 ell.er 
was the firft prince of the blood: th onftitution poil t d him out as regent: 

• no will, no dHi>oution of the lat king was ven 11 gcu to bar 1 is pret 1\

fiOI1S: he hnd fervcd the flate with - bravery, fuce £, and litlel'ty; nd th 
queen herfelf, who had b en infulted by Clar ncc h. d had n ~ nfe t com
plain of GIE>ucefter. ct all her condu intima d digns of gov rnin by 
force in the name of her fon *. ]f th ft fael are imp:ll'tiully fu t d, and 
ground on the confeffion f thofe who i veigh rn {t bitterly a inn: Ri~ 
chard's memo y, let us allow tho t at 1 all: thlll far he d all ~n fl: prit ces 
,would have done: in hi iituation, in a law! [s and barbarous age; and r ther 
inftigated by oth rs, than from any befi re-eonc ivc <lmb'tt nand fyftem. 
If the journies of erciv 1 are true, Duckin h<.m wa th devil ch t t mpt d 
Richard; and if Richard fUll wanted infligati 0, then it n uil f( low, tl at 
he had not murdered Henry tl fixth, hi ft n, nd 1 rence, t pav hi 
own '7ay to the crown. If thi fine fiory f Bu kingham and Percival is n t 
true, what become of fir Thotn4 5 1orc's credit, on which the wI ole fabric 
leans? 

Lord Richard, fir Thomas Vaughan, and fi Richard Hawtc1 w re arl'cnc 
and, with lord Rivers, £i nt pri[oners to Pomfr t, while the dukes 
the king, by eafy ftages to London. 

The que n, hearing what had happened, took fanCl:uary at WeamiI'lftcr, . 

.. Gratton fays, U and in effeCl: everyone as the fame place it appears, that the r l1n l~!'t ufec1 
he was n ereft ofkinne unto the queelle, {o was to diIruade th queen fr III employing force was, 
lle plante,l ntre about the prince," p. 761 : and that it would be a br ch· of the aCCOmnlO tioD 
again, p. 76:2, "the duke of Gloucefter un er- made by the late king b tween her rel tiOll8 ~n 
ftanding that the lord 5, which were about the the great rd: no fo undoubll:dly it was: and 
king, e t,.nrle to bring }1Il '~ up to his coronation, though they are ccufed of violat~ng the pc:ac , 
ccompanied with ruth powcr of their friendes, it is plain that t.he queen' inlin rity h, d beeB 

that jt !hould he hard for him, to bring his pur- at leaft equal to heirs, and that the infrin cment 
pofe to paGe, without gatherying and affemble of of the reconciliation commenced on her fl(le. 

cop Ie, . nd ill manner of optn war," &c. I~ • 
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with her other fon the duke of York, .and the princefre8 her daughters..' 
Roth~ram, archbiLhop of YOlk and lord-chancellor, repaired to her with the' 
great eal, and endeavoured to comfort h difmay with a friendly meffage be 
had rec~ived from Haftings, who was rith the cow derate lords on the road.. 
co' A woe worth him!" quoth the queen, '" for it is he that goeth about to, 
.defiroy me and my bloo·d !" Not a word is {aid of~her fufpeaing the du~e of 
Gloue fier. The archbifhop feems to have een the firft who entertained any 
(ufpicion; and yet, if all that our hi norian fays of him '1) true, Rotheram 
was far from being a fhrewd man: witnefs the indifcreet anfwer which he is • 
faid to I-v,we made on this occafion. "Madam," quoth' he, " be of good co~
fort, and affilre you, if tbey crown any other king than your fon whom tbey 
now have., we fu II on the orrow crow,n hi brother whom you have here I 

'with you/" Old the filly prelate think that it would be much confolation to' 
a mother, whore eldeA: fon might be murthered, that her younger fOlJl' woUld 
be crowned in prifon? Or was !he to be fatisfied with feeing one fon entitled 
to the crown, and the other enjoying it nominally 1 

He then delivered the feal to the queen, And as lighdy fent for it back im. 
mediately after. 

The dukes conthlUed theiT march, dec1aring they were bringing the king 
to his coronation. Haftings, who feems \P have preceded them, endeavoured 
to pacify the apprehenfions waich had been raifed in the people, a.cquainting 
them tha~ the arrened' lords 'had be n imprifoned for plotting againfr the 
dl1kes of GJouceftcr and Buckinsham. As both thofe princes were of the 
blood royal *, this accufation was not ill founde~ it having evidently been 

Henry duke C'f Buokingham was the imm,e- flock duke of Gloucefter, the 'young~ft Con of 
diite defcendant and heir of Thomas of Wood- Edward the third, a$ will appev.r by ,chi, table~ 

Thomas duke of Gloucefter. 
I . . 

Anne--Edmund earl of Statfo~. 
flu d,., olld htirifJ, I 

Humphrey duke of Bucks. 
I 

Humphter lord Stafi"ord. 
I 

Hellry cuke of nuclet. 
It is plain that Buckingham was influenced lifter he 'had married. Henry the ei$nth did.not 

by this neal"neCs to the crown ; for it made him ovetlook the proximity of blood, when he after-
.overlook his o.wn allit.nce with .the ,~ueen,J whofc ards put to -death the fon of-this duke. 

· 4 " 
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'the Intendon, as I ha"e iliown, to air them from any {hare in the adminiftra
tion, to which, by the cuftom of ·the realm, they were entitled, So much 
dependS OD this fo~ndation, tbat I {hall be excufed from enforcing it • • Th 
queen's party were the aggreff"or ; an though hat alone would not ju ify all 
the following exceffes, yet we mu1\: not j.udge of thofe times by th prefenr~ 

either the ero n nor tlje gre,at men were reftrai~cd by fober eftabliCh d 
form and proceedings as they ar at prefent; and frolll the death of . ward 
the third, force alone had di ated. Henry the fourth had ft ped into the 

• throne contrary to all juftice. A title fo d fi Clive had opened door to at-
tempts as iolent; and the various innovations introdu ed in tbe la~ r yc r 
flf Henry the fi th h d annihilated all ideas of order. Richard duke f York 
llad been declared fuccelfor to the crown duringJ he life of H nry and f hi 
fon prince Edward, and, as appears by the Parti mentary liftory, t1 ollgh 
not n 'ced by our carelefs hiftorians, was ven appointed pr~ nce of \Vales. 
The duke of Clarence had received much {uch another declarati.on in his fa-

,vour during th {hort reftoration of Henry. What temptations were tilefe 
oprecedent to an affront 'd prince t We fuaIl {; e fd'oo what encouragement 
they gave him to examine clofely into hls nephew' pretenfions j and how 
imprudent it was in the queen to provoke Glouccfter, when her very e -ift
ence as queen was li ble to ftroog objeCtions. Nor ought the fubfcquent e "
ecutions 'of lord Rivers, lord Richard Grey, and f lord Hafting hlmfelf, to 
be conhdered in fo very {irong a . ht, as they would appear in if a~ed in , 
modern times. During the wars of York and Lancafter, no forms f trial 
llad been obferved. Not only peet:s taken in battle had been put to death 
without procef but whoever, though not' arms, was made prifoner by 
the viClorious party, unJcrwen~ the fame fate; as as the c fe of Tipt:oft 
earl of Yvorcefter, ~ ho had Bed and was tucn in difguifc. Trial had never 
been ufed with any degree of ftriCtnefs, -as at reCent; and though R' al ard I 

was purfued and kill d a an ufurper, the Solomon that fucceeded"him was 
not a jot 1 fs a tyrant. Henry the ighth was {liIl loti of a tCD..! ~r to ivc 
greater latit d to the laws. _ In faCt, little ceremony or . ldicial' proce ' ling: 
was obferved on trials, till the reign of Elizabeth, who, though decried of 
late for her defpotifmJ in order to give fo iliadow of coul~tenance' to I 

the tyranny of tbe Stuarts, was the lirft of our. princes under whom any 
gra,vityor equity wa8~llowed in cafes of treafon. To judge impa;tially there 
fore) we ought to recall the temper and maIm ra of the times we read ot; 

It is ilioc\;ing to eat our enemies; b~t i is not {; Ihocking iJ Iroquois, as it 
· w I ' 
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would be in the king of Prutlia. And thi is all I contend for, that the 
crim~s of Richard, which he re.11y.committed, at leaft which we have rea
fOil t believe he committed, were more the crimes of the age than of the 
man; -and except thofe executions f Rivers, n:y, and HaLl:ings, I defy 

.any body to prove one other of thofe charged to:hi account, from any good 
authority. - • •• -• 

It i ' alleged that the parufan of Gloucefler fl:rid:ly guarded the ~anal.laryt 
to prevent farther refort thither; bu ir Thomas con£; ffe toO, that divers 
lords, k.ltighfl., atJd gentlemen, ither for favour if the quem, or for flar if 
thm!ftlwes, ajfombled companies, and wmt flocking together in harllefs. Let us 
ftrip this paragraph of it hiftoric buikins, and it is ' plain tbat the queen'.! 
party took up arms *. This is no indifferent circumftancc. She had plotted 
to keep poffeffion of the kin-g, nd to govern in his name by force, ut had 
been outwitted, anQ her family had been imprifooed for the attempt. #Con
(dous that {he was difco'('ered perhaps reafonably alarmed at Gloucefier·s. 
defigns, {he bad {ecurea herfelf and ner younger children in fanctuary. Ne"! 
ceffity rather than law juftifietl aer proceedings: But what excli[e can be 
made for her failion having recourfe to arms? Who was autho ized, by the 
tenour of former reigns, to guarcl the king's perron till parliament fhould de
€:lare a regency, but his uncle and the princes of the bleod P Endeavouring 
to ftabliili the queell's authority by fore was rebellion againfl: the laws. [ 
ftate this Plinutely, becau[e the fact ha never been attended to; and la~ec 
hiftorlnn5 pafs it over, as if Richard had hut:ried on the depofition of his ne
~hcws without any colour ef ecency, a d without the leaft provocation to 
any of his proceedings. Haftings is even faid to ave warned the 'citizens 
that matters were likely to come to afield (to a battle) froljU the oppoiition. of 
the adv rCe party, though as yet nq, fymptom had appeared of defigns .againft 
the king, whom the two dukes were bringing to his coronation. Nay, it 
is not pro able that Gloucefter had as yet meditated more than fecuring the 
regenc, ; for, had he lad defigns on the crown. would he have weakened his 
ow~ claim by affuming the protectorate, which -he could not ace pt but by 
.acknowledging the tid of his nephew? Thill in truth {eems to m to have 
been the ~afe. The ambition ~of the queen and ber family alarmed the princes 
and the nobility: Gloucefier, Buckingham, Hafiings, and many more had 

.. This i.s confirmed by l~e Chr~llic:le of Croyland, p. 566 •. 
• 

• 



llecked thore attempts. The nco t ffep w. to fe\.ure the regency: but 
f thefe acts coula be done . hout . grie 'ou I rovocation to the q I en. 

foon as Iter fon iliould orne of ag, 10 mi ht n.:gain her power a the 
means of revenge. Self-fecl,ll'ity prompted the prine sand lorus to gu rd 
againft this reverfe; and what was equally dangerou t the que n, lh d pref .. · 
fion of her fortune culled fa h an r vived all the hatred of her enemie 'I r 
marriage had given univer[al offence to the nobility, a~d been the {oU:ce of 

.all the late difturban es anJ hlood£hed. The gr at ea 1 of Warwick,. pro-
voked at th contempt ihewn to him by king Edward bile negotiating a 
match for him in Franc , had abandoned 'him for Henry the fixth, w om he 
had again fet on th throne. Th fo calamiti were £lill frclh in eV,ery mind, 
nd no doubt contributed to raife Gloucdlcr to tl~e thron , whi h he could 

not ·have.attained without almoft general conc.urrence: y t if W' are to b .. 
Heve hifi:orians, he, Buckingham, the may r of London, and one Dr. 8h w, 
~perated this rev0Jution by a fermon and (peech to th people, tough the 
p.eople would not even give a huzza to the propofal. ·TIlc ell nge of govern
ment in The R hearfi 1 is no ffi Cted more calily by the phyiician and gcntle. 

Do you take this, and I'll Ii i2.C t'other chair. 

In what manner Richard affumc or wns invefted with the proteC'lorate 
does not ap ear. Sir Thomas More, fpeakin of him by that titl , f: Y , " the 
protefror ,hich lways you muft take for the duke of Gloucef\er.' Fabian, 
after mentioning th folel n 'arrival of the k!ng in London, adds, "1'hnn 
provifyon was made for the kinge's Cur nation; ill which pafiime (int rval) 
the duke 'b ing admitted for lord proteCl.our." A" th p rliament war. not fit
ting, thi dignity was no dOl bt conferred on him by the am nt of the lords and 
I'ivy~coundl; and as we bear of no oppofition, non wa probably made. 

He was the only perfon to whom hat rank Was du ; his right could not a. cl 
do s not fecm to have been q efiioned. The Chronicle f oyland oorro o· 
r tes my opinion, fa: iog, "Aceepitqu diCtus Ricard dux Gloeeftrire illum 

• 
He wU probably eye witncfi of that c ' re- cili7.en in iolet, to the number 0 V. . bodes .. 

m ny; for be £., y , "The king W:IS of the mllior and than from thence conveyed unt() dIe cide, 
nd h' irizell met at Harne(ey park, the m ior the king beynge in blewe velvet, and allld lord, 
nd his brethren .xing clothed ill r. ;arlet, and the and fe .. aunteG in bia,cke clot~." p. S ' 3, 

• S folet'mem 




