: ; . ]
‘?, - - % ‘.", .

Ta‘-’t-CA'ST‘EE on, OTRANTO. 65

2 qther, “melted him almoft to ;cam Vet ap;n'ehquﬁvc that his forycargncc to
obey would be more alarmmg, he repeatcd in a falttring and low voicd the
followmg lmes. A AL e & ‘ : .

) "‘ : : : . s - gt S ' o %

" Whercler 2 cafque tHinoige ghis fivard i found

- With perils is 'y dnﬁhtcr,compats d round :
\ Alfoufo's bloo ¢ can. “fave the maid,

And quxct a ioggsreﬁlefs prince’s fhadg. . .

What is ‘there m thcfc lmcs, faxd 'fhcodorc 1mpat1ently, that affedts ‘thefe
prmccﬂ'esj Why were they to be’fhocked by a myfterious delicacy, that has

fo little foundation? Your words aye ride, yding man, faid the marquis;
and though fortund has favoured you onte—My Honoured lord, faid Ifabella,
who fefented Theodore’s warmth, which *fhe perceived was difated by his
fentiments for Matilda, difcompofe not yourfelf for the gloling of ‘a peafant’s

@ fonsz he fc ts the reverence he owes you; bput he is pot: accultomed—
I—kppolitl, concerned at the. Teat that had- arifen, checked Theodore for his
boldnefs, but with an air acknowledging his zeal; and, changing the con-
vezfauan, demandcd of Erederic where he had left her lord? Asthe marqmu

wils going tom:ply* they. heard a noife thhout and rifin to enquire the
caufe, . Manfrea Jerome, and part of the troop, who had met an imperfect
rumour. of what had happgned entered the chamber. - Manﬁ'cd advanced
haflily towards Frede;w 's:bed to condole with him on his misfortune, and to
learn the cucumﬁam.ca of the combat j whgn ftarting in an agony of teyror
and amazement, he crmd,\xHa ! what art thou, thou dreadfulfpeétre ! Is my
hour comej-ﬂ-rMy dcarg&, gracidus lord; cried Hippolita, elafping him in her
arms, what is it you fee ?, Why do yod, fix your eye-balls thys ?—What !

ied Manfred 'In-ﬁthlcfa-—-bﬁ thou fee nothing, anpohw? Ta:this ghaltly
phpntomfdht,lo me alone—to me, who did not——For mercy’s {weeteft felf,

my lord, faid H!ppOﬁta, refume your foul, command your reafon.  There
is none here but we, your'.ﬁucnds.-a-What, & not that Alfonfo ? cried®Man-
ffcd ﬁ; thouenot fee him? Can it be m$ brain’s dglirium ?~—This b my
1fa ‘ﬁypglp&u ms is Theodore, the. youth who has been fo,unfortu-
WW%MD:&J faid. Maofred mournfully, and. flriking his forehead—

'ﬁ:;odou, or'a phantom, he has unhinged the foul of i Manfred.— But how
~ comes he here}. MM comes g in armour? I belicve hie went in fearch
Vox.. Fa . i ey ‘ K : o
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of 'Hallclla\fniﬂ”lﬁ.ippéﬁta‘. JOF Habell#? fald Manfred, relapfing into rage-e-

Yés, yes, that is not doubtful —But how did he-efcape from durance in which

I left Bim ¢ Was it Ifabellay jor this hypoeritical old friat} that proctred his s

ealargement i—And would a ‘parent be criginial, "my,lo"rd; fatd Theodore, w‘

he meditated the deﬁ.vcréace of‘his'child T :’erome‘, amazed to hc‘;}:_g;;;'_himfelf,
in a manner accufed by his foneand withou§*foundation; knew not what to
think. He could not comprehend how Theoddrt k efcaped, how he camne to
be srmed, and to encounter Erederics  Still hie'woudd not venture toﬁfﬂ imﬁ
queftions that might tend to inflame Magfred’s wrath againft his fon. Jerome’s
filen¢e convinced Manfred that he had contrived Wéo&'!;ﬁlcafc.ﬁAnd is it
thus, thou ungrateful old 'man, fid the prince, addrefling Mmfelf tq the friar,
that thou repayelt mine and Hippolita’s bounties ? And ot coritent with tra-

verfing my heart’s neareft ‘withes, thou armeft thﬁbaﬁa‘:"ﬂ, ‘and bnngeg( him

into- my own caftle to infule 'mev!—f'fMyf lord, faid ﬁ'hcodbre, you wrong my
father t-gor he nor 1'is capablé “of harbouring a thought againft your‘peace.
laying hisfword refpectfully- at Manfred’s feet. ““Behiold my bofom; ftrike,
my lotd; if you fufpe@ that a difloyal thought is lodged there: There is not
a fentiment engraven on my heart, that' does not venerate you and yours.
The grace and férvour with which Theodoré uttereds thefe words, interefted

Ts iinfolence thus to furrepder myfelf to yé?urfg

every perfon prefent ‘in _liiéﬁﬁvcun{ “Eveni Manfred was touched—yet ftill -

poffefled with his refemblanice”to Alfonfo, his admiration was dafhed with
fecret horror. - Rife, faid he; thy life is not my prefent purpole~But tell

‘me shy hiftory, and how thou gameft connedted with this old traitor here.

My lord * faid“Jerome eagerly.—Peace, impoftor !' fai Manfred ; T will not
have him prompted. My lord, faid Theodore, 1 want no affiftance ;- my

ftory is veryebrief. I was carried atfive yeara'of'jgg'ngt' e_l;'s,*ith'my ‘mo-

ther, who had been taken by, corfairs from the €oaft of Sicity. She.died of -

grief in lefs than a twelvemonth.—The tears gurhed fiom Jerome’s cyes, on
whofe countenance a thoufand anxious pafliens  ftood exprefied. " Before the
died, ‘continued Theodore, fth¢'bound a writing’ about my arm tunder my

garments, which' told me-1 wa the fonbf‘ﬁ%ﬁm‘ngpﬁamwjtnmoﬁ
‘true, faid Jerome; I am that wregthed fathers—A gaih ‘1 enjoin ¢hee flence;

faid Manfred : ‘proceed. - I fema?n!c},in flavery, faid Theodore, until wlthql

thefe two yeats, when attending en'my mafter in his cruizes, I was*deliveted

by 2 chxi&iah vef{cl, which pverp’éw'ér?g he pirate ; and d;féovcriiié‘“ mﬁaf
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. w the captam, he generoully pu\! me & fhore in Sncxly.. But alfs! jnftead |

of finding a father, I learned dl&txl’“‘ eftate, which was-fituated on the cbalt,
. had during his abfence been laid by the rover: who had carsizd my
mother and meeinto cap:mty qlut his caﬁlg had been burnt to the grounds:;
and that my father - on his rct had fold what rgmained, aud whs retired
" into religion in the. kmg npleg, but v{here, no,man could inform me.
Deﬁxtute and friendlels, hope ;_‘fs;‘ allnolt of attaining the tranfport’df a pa-
rent’s’ & , 1 took thgf rt ogportumty of fetting fail for Naples ; from
:‘*Bcncc xﬁ thpfe fix days I wandgred into this province, flill fupporting
myfelf by the labour of my hands ; nor_ till yefter-morn did I believe that
heaven had referved.anx lot for m& but peace of mind and contented poverty.
Thxs. my'lord, is Theodore’s fory. I am blefftd beyond my hope in find-
A fzther I am'unforwnate beyomd my defert in having incurred your
h;gbn&fs § difpleafure. He qpfed A murmur’ of approbation gently atofe
from the audience. - This is not all, faid Frederic ; I at bdund in honour to
ach what’hc Aupprefies. % mgh he is modeft, 1 muft bg. gewéﬁs—-be is
"oge of the bravq& youths “on ghrxfhan ground. He'i is warm tod;“nnd from
the fhott knowledge I have of him, 1 will pledge myfelf for his ‘veracity : if
what he xeports of himfelf We not true, he would not utter u-—-and for me,
youth, I honour a franknefs Wiuch becomes thy birth.. Bus now, and thou
didft offend me ; yet _the noble blood which flows in thy yeins may well be

: B

~ allowed to ﬁoﬂ out, when. it has Yo recently traced itfelf to it “‘i’mrce CQYDC, ,

my lord, [turniﬁg to’ Ma.nfréﬂ} if I can pardon him, furely yow may: it.is
not the, youth'’s ‘?ﬁult, if you took him for 3 {pedtre. . This bitter taunt mﬂed

the foul of ’VIanfrcd geings from anolr et world, rcplm%he haughttly, -

have power 40, unprefs myxw *with awe, it is more than living man can
do ; nor could a ftripling’s %«v——-&My loxd, mtcrruptcd Hippolita, your gueft
has occaﬁbn for' repofe ; {hall we not, 1' avq him to his reft . Saymg this, and
takmg 'Mb%_fred by the h% ‘}4 ihe tooi leavc Sf Frederic, and led the com-
) T‘he prxncc, got [or ,p;g gmt a converfation which recalled to

moft fecret. fgnfatwn&, {uﬁ'ercd h¥mfelf
ent, afters rmitting. Thcpdom, thgugh
Me( nﬁ morrow, [a condition the
ed l,o retxre withh ms father to the coavent. Ma-
la were too. ,,‘uch occupied with their own refle@ions, and too
ith eac “wt m', to with for ﬁrther coriverfe that night, They
el T K Vi 5 ° feparated
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feparated eAch to het chamber, with mofe expreflions of ceremony,aud fewer
of aﬁc&ton, than ha& p&ﬂ‘cd bctwecn them.hncc their chxldhood :
b .

If they parted with fmall cordzahty, they did but meet with grezter impa-

tience as Yoon as the fup was rifén. . Thepr minds were in a fituation that"

excluded ﬂeep, and each recoile&ed a tboufa%d que@xhns which’ the withed

fhe'had it to the other overnight. Matilda refle@ted that Ifabella had been|”

‘twiee delivered by Theodore i in very critical fituatiops, which’ &e could | not
befieve acoidental. His' eyes, it was tgue, had been fixed on her-in Fre-
deric’s chamber ; but that might have been'to difguife his paffion for Ifabella
from the fathers of both, It were better %o clear this up. She wifhed to
know the truth, left the fhoufd wrong her friend by entertaining a paﬂion for
Iabella’s lover.  Thus jealbufy pronipted, and at the fame time bomowed an
exmffe from fﬁcndﬂup to Juﬁlfy it curiofi ity. e

"

Habella, not lefs reﬁlefs, had better foundmon for her fufpxcxem‘ Both‘_

Theodore’s tongue and eyes had told her his heart was engaged, it was trie
—yet perhaps Matilda might not correfpond to his paffion-=She had ever
appeared-infenfible to love ; all her thoughts were fet on heaven—Why did I
diffuade her ? faid Ifabella to herfelf ; I am punifhed for my generofity—But

. . ‘when did they meet? where?—It cannot be; L have deccived myfelf—Per- .-
haps Talt night was the firft time they ever bebeld cach other—it muft be

fomie other objet that has’ prepoﬂ'éﬂ'ed his affe@ions—If it 1s, I' am not o

‘unhappy as I thought ; if it is ng& my friend Matilda—How ! éan 1 ffoop to
with for the affe¢ion of a man, who rudclv and u'nncgcﬁ'anly acquainted me
with his indifference ? and that at the yery moment in ‘which edmmon cour-
tefy demanded at leaft expreiﬁons of civility. 1 wjll go to my dear Matilda,
‘who will confirm ‘me in ‘this becoming pnde-—-Man is We‘“‘-‘-ﬁ-l' will, advife
with her on t:ikmg the veil : fhe will rejoxce ‘to ﬁn.d me i ﬂn& *ﬁfgpﬁtwn '
and ‘1" will acquaint her that I no longer Oppo; . he '-*foc the
cloiftér. - In this frame’ of mindyand determined t6 open: "&

Matilda, fhe went tp that pificefs’s chanibe
*drefled, and leaning penfively oh lﬁrarm.q This a
what' fhe fele herfelf, revived Ii#elas fufﬁ@i&ns, ‘and
dence: fhe had purpofed to place i dn her friend. - They

and werc t00 much novices to. dirgmfe thedr fenfau 7 ri!\:w,x s i &‘w o

©

#



'... .. . i

'Tm: CAST'LE QMOTRANTO 69

" 'fome lmmcamng qucﬁmns and N;!x:&, ‘Marilda demanded of/lfﬂgella tbz
caufe of her flight. The latter, who had almoft foﬁgottcn Manfred’s ppflion,
{o entirely was fhe occupied by her oo, conlcluding that Matilda ra¥rred to
her laft’ efcape from -the conveat, which had occafioned the events of _the
* preceding evemug,mnphed Mastelli brought word,to the convent that your
mother was dead.—Oh¢ faid, “K’Iadl({a mtcrruptmg her, Bianca has explained
that miftake to 'me: on ﬁemg-mc faint, the cried out,” The prince® is dead !
“and Martcﬂi who had cgme for the ufual dole to the caftle And what made
you faint 2 faid Iabella, mdxﬂ'erem,to the reft. - Matilda blufhedy and {fam-
mered—=My' father—he was ﬁmng in judgment.on a criminal.—What cri-
minal ¢ faid " Ifabella eagerly. —% A young man, faid ‘Matilda=1 belieye~I
think: it was that young man &hat,-—-What Theodore ? faid Ifabella.  Yes,
~anfwergd fhe; 1, Rever faw him before ; 1'do not know how he had offended .
- my. ?athcr—-but as he has heen of i!rvlcd’ to you, | am ghd my lord had par-
doned him. -Served me? replied Ifabella: do you *tersh it ferving-me, to
. weund jny father, and ‘almofl:occafion his’ deagh ? Thopghvit i€ but fince
yefterday that Lam blefled with knowing a parent, I hope Matilda does not
think I am fuch a firanger to filial tendernefs as'not to refent the boldnefs of
that audacious youth, and that it is impoffible for me ever to feel any affec~ -
tion for one who dared to lift his arm againft the author of my being. ~No,
Matilda, my heart abhors him ;. ; and-if you flill retain the friendihip for me __
that you have vowed from your infancy, you will deteft a man who has been
on the pomt of making me miferable for ever. Matilda hcldvdpwn her ’head
and repllcd 1 hope my deareft Ifabella Qes not doubt her Matilda’s €glend-
thip: I never beheld that youth until yefterday ; he is almoft mﬁrangcr to
me: but ds-the furgeons: have pronounced your father out of danger, you o
‘ought not tQ harbour uncha.ritable refgntment agamﬁ ‘one’ wbo '} am per-
funded did not know the 1 marquis was related to you. « You. plead his caufe
very pntl;;tlcally, faid Ifabella,.confidering he is fo much 4 ftranger to you !
1 am miftaken, -or he returns your charity. ‘What mean you? faid Matiida.
thhmg, faid Ifabellas vl%pentin that fhe Bpd given Matilda a hint'df Theo-
“dore’ s*i;nc.lmat’ﬂm for her. -'I‘hcn é’hahgﬁ the d:chffe, fhe afkcd Maiilda
what obcﬁioned Matfred to take Theoddre for a fpe@re? Blefs mg, faid Ma-
- tilda, did not you obferve his extreme *demblance to the pomit of Alfonfo
Jin the Elﬂcg;? I took notice of it to Bianga even before I fawshim in armour; |
: .bUt Wlth th&phelam on, he is. the hﬁ"lﬁage of that pi&are. I do not much‘

© X g % obfervc

. y -
[ ] .
b | .



; AR ( ¢
TR .y BB CASTLE OF . OF[‘RANTO.

obfc.wz 1&‘res, faid, Ifabella ; ﬂmch lofs have 1 examined -this young man(
o ntmel:y as you {eemetohave done.———Ah ! Matilda, _your heart is in
dange™ssbut let me warn you as a friend—He has owned to ‘me that he is in
lovc it cannot be with you, for yefterddy was. the firft time you ever met-—
Ms it mot® Certainly, replied Matilda, But, why does my deareft Ifabella

o

; conclude. from any thing ‘have faid, that—-ﬁhe paufed--then continuing,
b He faw yeu firlt, and Lam far, from having the aamty to think that my ligtle «

. portjon of charms could engage a heart devoted to you.  May you be happy,..
. lalfella, whatever is the fate &f Man}da'—My lovely friend, faid Ifabella, -

whofe heart was too honeft to refift a kind expreflion, it is you that Theodore |

admires; 1 faw it; I am perfuaded of it ; wor {hall athought,pf my own
happinels fuffer me to interfere with yours. ‘This franknefs drew_tears from
o the gentle Matilda; and jealoufy, that for a moment haderaifed a coolvefs

E

“lagtwedt thefe amiable maidens, foon gaye way to the natural finceritycand -

candour of their fonls «Each confelled to the othér the xmpreﬂ'ron that. ;Theo-
¢ dore bad made. on her; and this confidence was followed by a ﬁmggle of
generofity, each infifting on yielding her claim to her friend. At length, the.
dignity of Ifabella’s virtue reminding her of the. preference which Theodore
had a}mo& declared for her rival, made her detcrmmc to conquer her paﬂion,_
and, cedc the beloved ochG: to he,r fmnd. v
Qe ey
Dun,ng ’tlug mntc& of gmtty, prpohta erhered her daughter s chambcx
Madam, faid ﬁw to Ifabella, you have fo much tendernefs. for Matilda, and-
mtér&ﬂ. yourfelf {o kindly in whateger affecs our wretched boufey that I can
* have no fecrets wuh my child, which are not proper. for you to hear. Tlie
pnnccﬂ'cs wcne gﬂmttenugq and anxiety. Know then) madam,. contmued:.

Hippolita,. and: you, my deareft. Matilda, that bemg convmced by all the

‘events of theﬁ two laft ominous days, that hcaveq punpofqa t'hr.ﬁ:cptre of

Otranto thould pafs. from ‘Maafred’s hands into thofe of 4 ¢ marquis Frederic,

I have been pcrhaps m&nred with the thought of ayertingour total Zmiruc-

 tion by ¢he union of Gut rival houfes. With this view ligh&ve been PrOPOﬁDB'
to. %nfrﬂ.lﬁmy lord tokteadgp,th@ dear dear CMd to 5t
« Mﬁ;agﬂt&l Fredgm. cngd Mntﬂﬂa Goc;d-t e

; SRy
and -have. Srqm pamed- it to my fatkcf,?'ui hgv'fg;“fﬁd Hippolita: he hﬂ:pm:d
bcuignly to my..propofal, and is gone to. break it to the marqmst Ahw
' wremhed prmccfs crxed lfg’bella, yglm haﬁ thm don.c? What ruin has thy
' gy e ¢ . madvertcnt
« : v o A 7
s o : R i r‘f
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2 .madverteﬂt ‘goodnefs been prcparmg for thyfelf; for nqc, and ﬁn‘ Manldd.'

Rmn from me to yoi1 and to my-child! faid Hippotita: What can this gren ?

" Alas ! 'aid Hﬁbeﬂa,s the purity of ygur own heart prevents your (gfng the
dcpraﬁiioi ethers. . Manﬁ'ed wour lord, that impious man Hold, f3id

“ Hippolita'; ;&u muﬁ not in iy pxefence, youygs lady, mentidn Manfred
_with difrefpe&t vhe sy lort ar ‘b fbma and-—lel not be long fo, faid
lgbeﬂa, if his wickell urpofis cat be carried into executions Thie language
“nnidzgs me, faid Hippoljfa. © Your fecling, Jabella, is warm 3 but untibthis
hour 1 ne((.tr kngw it betray you mp mtemperancc “Whiat deed of Manfred

il a.ﬁihénm ‘you to treat him'as a murderer, 3n affaflin 2 Thou virtuous

and toaﬁzredln’,\omst.prmc:cﬁ;1 rcplkd Ifabella ; it is not thy life he aims at—
it s to feparate himfelf from thee! té divor® thee! To—t6 divorce me!

To divqrce my mther ! eried anpolnta and Matilda at once.-—Yes, faid lfa~' o

_bel]a; and to mmplcte his crime, Ne meditates—I cannot fpeak it! What

can furpafs what thou haft already uttered ? faid Matilla, ~ Hippolita was
filent. 2 'Grief choked her fpeech: and the recolletion of Maﬂfredo hm«

amq;gubus difcourfes confirmed what fhe heard. Excellent dear l@d

dam' ‘mother ! cried Iabella, ﬂmgxng herfelf at Hippolita’s feer in ranf-‘
port of pa{ﬁoﬂ 5. truft me, believe me, 1 will- die a thoufand deaths fooner
than confent to injure you, than yield to fo odious—oh !—slhig'is too much !
cried prpohta what crimes does one crime fuggeft ! - Rife, dear Iabella ; 1 R
do not doubt your virtue. Oh" Matilda, this ftroke is too ﬁgavy for t}xee"

Weep not, my child; and. not a rmxm&ur, I charge thee. Remember, he is

thy father ATIl.—But you are my mother o, faid Matitda fervently ;" aqcf you

are virtuous, you are guilﬂ‘eb 1Ok ! muft not 1, muft not 1 cofnpjam? Xou
muft not, faid prpohtt—-Comc; all_will yet be well." Manfred, in the e
agony for the lofs of thy brother, knetv not what he faids pgrhiaps Habella
mlfunﬁerﬁoe&htm ‘his. bcaxt xs;good——and my child, thou knoweft not all.
There jg a ‘deftiny hangs over us,; the hand of Providence is f¥rerclicd our—

+  Of ! could I but five thee from the wreck ! = Yes, cdmumed fhe in a firmer
tone, perhaps the facrifice®of myfelf may at®ne for all——1}. wxll g@and offer
myfelﬁ@'w'thxs divorce—it boots not what becomes of me. I withdraw
o tb&mghbounpg monaftery, and wq@f the nemamder of ln prayers '
an&tcm‘fo: my child and—the prince I ¥hou art as much toe good for this

T world, ﬁu"ifabelfa. as MaafreCL is execra})l“e-—But think noty lady, that thy:

gy

s

weakndkm detqrmmg,for meu & 1 fww——-heat me, all yc angels Stop, I
i 7 A o, adjute ®
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ac'bm’e thca\ cried Hippolita ; remembar, thou doft not dcpend on thyfelf ;
; t’hdugi:’c a father. —Mye father is too pious, too noble, mterwpted Habella,

to ¢ and an impious deed. - Butthould-he command.it,"can a father en="
join a curfed act ? I was contraéted to the fon; can I wed the father#—No, .
madam, ' ; fotce fhou}d not drag' me to Manfred's hated ‘bed. 1 loxa\t*he*r

" him, I abhor highs il aadl human lavée forbxd.w-—A'md my friend; ‘m
“deareft Matilda ! would'I wound her tendtr foul ‘by mjurmg “her adored mos
: thcs? my own mother—-—l never have known anot}aer —Z-0Oh! fhe u the

‘mcther of,both ! cried Matilfa. Can we, can’ we, Ifabella, addre her 'too
much? My lovely childrep, faid the fouched Hippolita, your: ‘tendernefs *
overpowers me—but I muft not give way fo it. "It is not ours to make elzcs
tion for Gurféhes ; heaven, our fathers, and our hufbands, muft decide for
us, “ Have patlence until you hear what Manfred and ‘Fredéric have deter-
mined. If the marquis accepts Matilda’s hand, 1 know {he will readxly ‘bbey.
Heaven may intefpofe and prevent the reft, “What means my chddﬂ?’ con-
tinued (hé& fecmg Matilda fall at her feet with a flood of fpeeﬁMeﬁ ttzrq—-—
But no’ anfwer me not, my daughter; I muft not heara werd againﬂ ‘the
pleaﬁ’ft’e of thy father. .Oh! doubt not my obedience, my. dreadful obedi~’
ence to him and to you ! faid Matilda. - But can I, moft relpe@ed of women,
can I experiencecall this tendernefs, this world of goodnefs, and concéal
#thought from the beft of mothers? What art thou going to utter? faid

Tfabella trelimhling ‘Recolleé thyfelf, Matild® No, Ifabella, faid the princefs,
1 fhould not delerve this incomparable parent, if the inmoft recefles of my foul

harbgaured a ﬁhought without her pc}'mlﬁion-—Nay, I have eﬂ'endcd her I hayc

Pl

o it heres I vn'w 1;0, heaven and her——My chﬂd' my chlld’ fald Hlppohta,

ligdouts aré thefe? ‘What new calamitics has fate in ftore for us? Thoua
paffion ! thou, in this hour of dcﬁrué’uon—-—-—-Oh' I fé.,aildny guxl’c*‘ faid « *
Matilda. I abhor myfelf, if ¥coft my mother a pan&.‘. She is the deareft:
thing I have on earth==Oh ! I will never, never bchﬁiﬁm more ! !fabella,
faid Hippolita, thoif art confcieus to this u py fecret, whatever it is.
Spgak-—-What ! cried Matilda, have I fo fonﬁaﬁed mgy mother’s love that fhe -
will not permit me even to ipeak my own guﬂt ?Oht wretchcd wretched
Matilda 1<~ Thou art too cruel, faig Jdfabella to Hippolita: canft thou behold -
this anguith of a virtuous mind, and not commiferate it? Not plty my child! -

’ faxd prpohta, catchmg Matdda m her arms-mﬁh' I know fhe is 5ood ﬂse

<
¢ €
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n.aﬂ virtue, alletendernefs, and d‘uty . I do forgive thee, my exc,ellent my

only hope! The princefles then revealed to Hippolim their mutnal inclj
tion for Theodore, and the purphfe of Ifabella to“refign him to Nk&:i‘a
Hippolita blamed their’ imprudencs, and fhewed them the unprobabxlxty thay

either father would aanfem. whef,tow his heirefs on fo poor a man} though.

nobly born. - Some
date, an& that Theodore h
ftai&tly eujmged them to d‘lll ‘correfpondence with him. . This Matilgla
fervently promifed; but . fabella, wh ﬂatterecf herfelf that fhe meant b
moye than to pmmote*hln wnion with her friend, could not determine to
avoid him j and made no reply. k will go to the convent, faid Hippolita,
and order few maffes to be faid for a dchvcrance rom thefe calamities,—Oh !

‘hu ‘her to fihd tkexr paﬂion of fo recenta

_my motffev, faid Matilda, you mean:to quit us: yow mean to take fan@uary,
and~;to'gwe ‘my father an. opportunity f puefuing his fatal intention. Alas!

on ‘p,yikagqp.«[ ﬁipphute you to forbear—Will you leave me a prey to Fre-
ow you to the convent.—Be at peace, my child, {#d Hip-

bohta .g Swill return inftantly, I will never abanddn thee, tntil I know it is

the will of heaven, and for thy benefit. Do not deceive me, faid Matilda,

I will pot :marry Frederic until thou commandeft it. Alas! \what will be-
come of me i—Why that exclamation ? faid prpohta. 1 have promifed thee

to return.—Ah ! my mother, replied Matilda, flay and fave me from myfelf. ..
A frown from thee can do more than all my father’s feverity. j«Bavc given .
away mglhcart, and you alone can make me recall it. No more, faid Hip-

polita: thou muft not relapfe, Matllda. Ircan quit Theodore, {ﬁd the, ,,;m

muft I wed another?. Let me attend thee to Phe altar, and fhut myfelf from

" the world forever. Thy fate depends on thy father, faid Hippolita : 1 have

ill beftowed my tendcrncfs, if it has taughs thee to revere aught beynnd him.

" Adigp, ‘my dulgl' 1go to pray f'or thee. %
prpcﬂltaa real parpdfe was to aemand of Jcmme,,whether in confcxcncc
fhe might ot confent to thedivorce.  She had oft urged *Manfred to refign
the NWI“Y; which the delicacy of her donfcigrice rendered an hourly
burthen te ber Thefes ﬁ;mples rconcurred, to’make the feparauon from *her
EMW l'ds dreadful to-her than xgvould bave feemed jn ady other
tm . M e g B ; 1
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Il caufe to fulpect it in cithes. She
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‘"ome, at qmttmg thee cwﬁic overnight, had qucﬁzoned 'I"heodorﬁ feverely
© - why N ‘had accufed him'to Manfred of be‘ng privy to his efeape. Theodore

» mf:d it had been with defi ign to prcvcnt Manfred’s fufpicion from hbghtmg
;.tm Matxl&a and added,;hfe holinefs pf Jcrpmes hfe and charadter fecureds . .
~ him from the tyrant’s wrath. ]erome was }m&ﬁg gmwd to difcoveshis

e “fon’s inefination hl"thit princels ; and}’ ‘Teaving him- to his refty w&hmfedﬂu‘v

«  the morning to acquaint him with 1mportaht mﬁn‘s for conquering his. pf- -
fion. Theodlore, like Ifabd a, was to qentlymuquaintad ‘with parcntnl dg= &
thority to fubmit'to 1ts~dec1ﬁons agzuTthe 4mpﬁ¥fe of his hu@«- He'hade .
little curiofity to learn the- friar’s reafons,‘ and lefs difpofition to obey them. ¥
The lovely Matilda had mad® fronger impreflions on him than filidl affetion,

¢ All night he pleafed himfelf with vxﬁonsof love ; and it tva§ not ulmate after
“the mortiing: bfﬂcq, that he recolreéted thc friar’s cdmmands to amnd ?umt
Alfgnfos torhb~ WP e ¥ o A P by a
& "k o o 8 i TR ._i-‘f ,‘,“‘,w M “T.«;.}

Yoﬁhg man, Maid) ]promt, whgn be faw him thi tardivie’ dods’ zm ﬁlcafe
u"i%';ﬂ ‘Ha*o a father’s commands alrl‘ady» {o'little weight 2 Theodore made
‘awkward e ‘excufes, and attributed his delay to having overflept huﬂfelf.umn& e

e !hy“’é'!tama employtd ? faid the friar fternly. His fon blefh=
me, refumed the fridr, inconfiderate youth, this muft notbe ;
 this gui ”"paﬂi o'from thy bredit.—Guilty paflion !"cried Theo~
1 guilt ,d{ﬁcll with in nocétﬂ‘%eauty and virtuous modefty ? - i ﬁn- :
the friar, to chcnﬂ} ofe wh@m heaven }cudﬁﬁe&t deftrue-
nt’s race mutft be fwept from the carth to the third- mdfbu%
i1l heaven vifit the innocent for thﬁcfi'mu ‘of the guilty ? faid -1
e fair Ma 1da Has Yirtues endﬁ%ﬂkﬁl’o undo thee, interrupt-
ed Icromé,xy. Haft thon fo foon fogotten that twice the. 5 ke Manfred has *
_pronounc&% fentence ?’ fﬂ&r have I forgotten, ﬁg : e
charity of his. zl;'ﬁgmﬂ livi n his pov
¢ but ficver benefits. The 1rf}ntnﬁ thou haft received f
, the,ﬁ‘tar, arc beyond w“lmb»ﬁwu cﬁnﬁv-
‘tholy image Beneath this mdrt v.. ':.:. 1t reft
'.foﬁfo agrmé:’e adorned vmiﬁ €

t*'

0 an forge& mjux;ma,‘
ﬁahﬁ-qi s rice, faid

folds a tale of horror, that wxﬂr expel ev fenmﬂaﬁt?fmm ;by"oul Mas -
A ; 4& , fenfanous o
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«ﬁﬁﬁm Qf facmd vengeance —-—Alfouf@*! much-mjured Prmce' lét thy uu:’

© fatisfied (hade fit awful on the tequbled air, while thefe trembling hp .

‘who coﬁes there ?«éI’he moft wr‘ched of women, faid Hippolita, eung ol g

 the choir, - " Gaod W'agt thetuﬁts fllfm'e —DBut why this kneeling )outh? 4
ror , on'mhw ntes ! why at thts venera-

|

le tomb- Wf*? We‘wewpqmng forth our orifons

10 heaven, 1 - wil _lfbm mtfuﬁoni—{o%nmnd to%he woes

~ of this d 2 ne ol pnth us, lady ! thy {potlefa foul may pb-
e uﬁw‘ xempti mfrO&‘ t3 which tlie porteurs of thefg days Wt

ok eakingly denounce againft thy houfe. I pray fervently to heaven to

d'ivert them, faid the‘«ywﬁ%:rmcefg. Thou knol:v‘:& it has chn the occupa- .
“tion of m‘& life to wreft a blefling for my lord and my harmlefs children—
{he, aﬁv’ is taket f’mmme' Woufd heaven but.hear me fo:.mg poor Mg.‘. b
tilda 1 Father, intercede for her !—Ewery beart will blefs her; cried Theo-
daﬁfa, ,gh rapture.—Be dumB rafh youth ! faid Iemm&“‘And tbcm,*'fond

tm away: blefs his holy name, and fubmit'td his decFee TR
. devoutly, faid Hippolita: but will he not {pare my on!y».:coj 0 ,‘ 'm
* * ‘Matildaperith too ?—Ah ! father, 1 came—But difmifs thy mwzm
thime' muﬁ ‘hear what'I have to utter. - May heaven grant othy ever
mo& exceﬂent prmcefs! fard{l“ Wwemg. ,]crome.ﬁ{ 5 ;‘:;‘?-\;,;; e
e o e o R |
m&men scquamted mgfrht mmmepmpom fhe had fugge
W hise approbation of it, and the tépder of Matilda that e
mhéwcl‘rmc. - Jerome could uh‘ﬁceal his dxd% otﬁoﬂnm 3y
vdﬂch he cevered unller: pretence of the 1mproblbnhty that Frederic, the
npare& of blood to Alfanfo, and who was come to claim his fucceflion, would
* yield to aqﬂmﬁuh tﬁﬂhfurpw of His right.", But nothing could equal .
the perplexity ‘of the fmx,whu Hippolita eonfefled her readinefs not to
oppofe e feparation, and demanded 'his opinion on the legality of her ac-
qme{mce. The" friar mhed cagorly at Teer requeft ©f his adviceq and
mthouﬁ@himpghs averfion to the propofefl mariage of Manfred and Ifa-
- bella, he'painted to Hippolita in the moft alarming coldurs the finfulnels of
onfent “'vdcfmunccd Judgments mﬁ%«: if {he comphed, and ®njoined
‘her in the fevereft terms to Sreat gay, fuch pr0poﬁtzon with query mark of

i 2 b
e

&
L

~indignation an refa@'ap S ‘ :
s ot " L 2 . Manfredy -»
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*g:i\fmd, b ise iilun time, had broken his purpofe to Fredenc, and |
pro

(ed the double marriage. That whak ‘prince, 'who had been ftruck
with the charms of Matilda, liftened but too-eagerly to the offer. He for-.

.got his emity to Manfred, whom he faw but little hope of dlfpoﬂ’cﬂing by
foree; and flattering htmfelf tKat fo iffue maght {;umd from the union of

his daughtcr with the tymnt. he lookéd ‘upon-his own {ucceflion to the prﬁL'
cipality as facilitated by wedding Matilda.. He fhade faint oppoﬁttomto
propofal ; affefting, for forin only, notito acquielce unlefs Hippolita 4 fhould
confent sgehe divorce. Manfred took that upon himfelf, ~Tranfported w h
his fuccefs, and impatient to fec hlmfckf in a frtnatxon to expeét fons,

haftened  to his wife’s apartment, determined to extort her complifince. - Hc

learred Wt;h indignation that fhe was abfent at the conveat. . His gmlt fug-

i geked to ‘bim that fhe had probably baen informed by Ifabella of his parpafe

He deubted whether der retirement to the convent did not import an inten-
tion of ezmaining there, until {he:could raife obftacles to their divorce; and

the fufpicions hé had alréady entertained of Jerome, made him apprehend

that the friar would not only traverfe his views, but might have infpired

) .‘_;HmPolua with ‘the refolution of taking fan@uary, Impatient to unravel this
. clue, Mtpﬂef;at its fuccefs, Manfred haftened to the convent, and atrived

thereas the friar was carneﬁly exhonxngsthe princefs never to yxem to the
: "-;dxvorc;"’- b W‘Ln 5% 7

3

’ “fma Manfred what buﬁnefa drew you hither? Why did m,é

V Paliit iny return from the mafqum? I came to implore a blefling on

~ eouncilg, replied Hlppohu. My councils do not need a friar’ s.mterv&ntwn, %

~~~~~

faid Manfred—and of all men living is that hoary traitor the only one whom
~ you delightto confer with? Profant prince ! faid Jeromes is it at the altar that

thou choofeft to infult the fervants of the altar >~But, Manfred, thy impious
fchemes are known. Heaven and this virtious lady know them, I\F?, frown
not, prince. The shurch defpifes thy menaces. «Fler thunders will be heard
above thy wrath, = Dare to prgeeed in thy curft purpole of a divorce, until

»

. her “fentence be known, and ‘here 1 lance her uaibgma at thy heads Auda- _
‘cious rebel ! ﬂnd Manfred, cndcq,vguﬁngm conceal the awe with which the

friar’s wm‘ds lgfptrcd him &o{k thou prefume to threaten thy Jawful
prince?. Thou art no lawful prmpc,, faxd ]eromc 3 thou art no punce—-Gn. |

B 18 7 .d,fcug.
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ﬂ:icufs thy claim With Frederic .ln& when that is done—Tt 'is done, rephed
‘Manfred : Frederic accepts Mah a’s hand, andis mtcnt to wavah is clpim,
“unlefs I'have no male iTue.—As Je fpoke thofe words three drops lood .
fell from the npfe of Alfonfo s fiftud. Manfred turned palc, and the prin-
X ,&ce{s funk-on her knaeq‘ ~ Behold ! faid the friar: mark this miracudous indi-
~ cation that the blood of z}lfdnf‘)wdl never h'nx with that of Manfred! My
gracious lord, faid Hippolita, let us fubmit ourlclves to: heavenss Think
~ not thy ever obedient wif® rebels againft thy authority. I have no will put = |
* that of'my lord and the Church. - To, that reveted tribunal let us appeal. *It
does - not,,,dmnd on ws to burft the gmds that unite us, If the church fhall
approva the dl{ﬁ)lug:m,of our manriage, be it fo—I have but few years, and
thofe of frrow, to pafs. Where can they be worn away fo well as at the foot
of this altar, in pragers for thine andMatilda’s fafety 2—But thou fhalt not re~
main tefe until then, faid Manfred. eRepair with me to the cafile, and tlrerc
I will adyife on the proper meafures for a divorce.—But this meddling"’ﬁ'
comes not thither ; my hofpitable roof fhall never more harbour a®raitor—
* apd*for thy reverence’s oﬂ‘spnng, continued he, T banifh ﬁtmﬁom«my do-
minions. He, I ween, is no facred perfonage, nor under the protection Of
the church. Whoever weds Ifabella, it fhall not be father Faltoﬁﬁn'a’ Ry
up fom. They ftart up, faid the friar, who'are fuddenly beheld m%e ﬁat
of lawful princes; but they wither away like thegrafs, and their place Qﬁom i
them no more. Manfred, caftin® a look of fcorn at the friar, led Hiﬁpqﬁm-
forth ; but at the door of the. church whilpered one of his att"” .mfwc Tew 5 :
main concealcd about*the convent, aﬂd b!tng him *m&mt nom‘.k’ ﬁiﬁi’wﬂm

from the caﬁlefhould repm chitlm, o . £
3 '(" T »‘?p «""l! -‘fr.'\. I ¢ A "“ ) : .?.; .l\
b VORI 5L Wty 0 B s
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: rcﬂe@xon whléh Manfred madgon the ﬁ-ur s bcﬁavxour, confpu‘ed o
' to per uade him tli‘aé’]v:rmggr was privy - £0 an amour between Ifabella and
'fheodcge. ‘But Jerome’s new preﬁ;mlnlb‘n, {o diffonant from his former
~‘meeknefs, fuggefted ftill deeper apprehenfions. The prince éven fufpected. |
lha! the fiiax depend'ud on fome fq:ret {ughort from Frcdenc, whofe arriva} .
: & g 3 cémmdmg
e e R ¥ % .
- &k “ 3 5




di g m th! novel appearan& mf TH:zodore: feemed“fo befpéak i’oé"m
ygudence.. Still morv was he troubled wfth the rcfcmblam‘,ﬁ “of Theodore
, '“‘""A'fc)"s portrait. . The latter he*km:f  had unqueﬁiénabl'y died | withotit
* Predetic had confented to beftow Hhbella on him. Th@lc'“ contradics -
: kxtated his mind with numbe'rlqﬁ pangs. He fgp but two methods ¢

e "m'mrquxs —Pride; ambmon, md his r@iame ‘on ancient’ Pmphwty
", which had pointed outa poffibility of his préfcnﬁng them to his pe :
ceftbated, that thought, ‘Tl other wa #o" prefs his. mmiagew'egfﬁabgai

G

) .p*»"’ "'
ica ting himfelf from l’nuﬁﬁieuiaes Fhe pne wys to nﬁgh his Mimqﬁ

After long ruminating on thefe anxious thoughts, as hemarched filendy with

- Hippolita to the caftle, he at laft difcourfefl with thag{?nucefs”“én the %fubjé&

© of his difquict; and ufed every infinuating and plaufible argument 'té ‘extradt

.+ herconfent to, even her promife of promoting, the divorcd, Hippolitameeded
- Tittle perfuafion to bend her to his plealure.  She endeavoured to wifh ‘blh
ovet to the meafuse ofrefigning his dominions ; but finding her exhéxiﬁuons ‘

fruitlefs, ﬁﬂwz{mreﬁ him, that as far as her confclcnca would allow, 1fhe

would raife’ no' oppofition” to a feparatmn, though, without ‘better fﬂhﬂod :

fcruplcs ‘h"n ”‘1"‘ Q‘ ”t"mﬂgcd (hc Wo\ﬂd not engage tfe be a&lVe m‘

ance, thoughnma&équtc, m fuﬁic;ent to rd’ife'Maﬁfred’
tfted that his power and wealth would eafily advance his fuit at
Rome, whither he refolved to engage Frederic to take ajoumcy

hat prince had. dachveml fo much paffion for Matilda, ‘that
d t ~:obmin’iaﬂ he Wifhed by holding out or Wxthdravﬂng his

Siuww.swm% Even the ablence of Frederic ‘would be a
d, until h wﬂ& take farther meafures for' hm fecurity,

‘* i AN "M»«Wk .‘

hat @ﬁmfel he dméw was mothe cbnﬁA f_\,;: 3
i diately occurred'to him t@oﬁm oi; the fub

imp _ * abells, 4nd Theo- -
W%Qﬂhﬂg her afide into thew&:oﬁ’tﬂy ‘oriel window of the hall, and

- {oothing her with many fair words and prf,' ifes, he demanded of Mier wh o

< ‘the ihe kuewaughtof the B:a% f Ifabella’s affe@tions. I' my lord ? Nq; i
e B } b 4@ 4 my i

e i ] 9 e g B ,w

: i 4
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g'as the. marquis thould appear more or lefs dif- -
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z}hxd;;—Y;es, my Joidl-<Poot ' dhe is wonderfully Slarmed about htr
gttm' s.fwounda 3 but I tell he c will do well 3. don’t your highne® tiink’

'55? 1 do not afk you, replied

but you mw.her feemts.wcome' b a good girl and tell, me, is there ag

young man—ha ¥~you

"‘iughncfs ? Wo, not L ; Ltold: hwf few vilnerary herb® and repofe~——I am not
€p 1

Blef J,nfe, I re_;pxce thsat,ywr hlblmefs fay fo ; for' though 1 thouglt it
ht. 1o 10 let my. yougg"lady defpopd, methotght | hls greatnels had a wan

ind" ~a fomething—I xemeqxb when young Ferdinand was wounded
bz thc Venetian. Thou anfwereﬁ from the point, interrupted Manfred ; but

- here, fhkt this Jewel perhaps that may fix. the attentlon-»Nay, no" revers
encig; @y favourdhall not ftop here—Come, teJl me “truly 5 hgw ﬁanda i
; *I&bg& heart? Well, your highnefy' has, fuch a way,; faid . Eiapcq—-—-to be.

at can your highnefs keep a fecret ? If it {howld “ever mgmm of

ith is truth, 1 do not- think my. lady Iabella ever . ugh affeQtioned my

if J hiad been a prmcefg;—But blefs me ! T muft attend my lagly Matilda ;
will matvel what is become. of me.--Stay, &;xpd Manfred, jsh;m M*

‘unde_rﬁand me. Lord blefs ‘me! underRand: ycmr"

ently$ about*her father: I know hewill do

;",'o---*ltu!hqll not,. nM not, cried Manfred. Nﬂyy'bpt fveear, ymxr_ _
~-by my halidame, if it fhould ever be knthlt Laid it—Why, |

anfred, what ﬂwthmks about her fthers .

y yonng lord, yout fon : yet he was a fiweeryouth as one fhould fee. “Tam {\u‘e By

fatisfied my quetion.  Haft thow ever carried any. meflage,’ 39% lettew? WUM ity

- . my lady Matilda I have/not loif re, fuid ‘Manfred, to liften to thy tales, ¥ s

Goodﬁauous' cried Bianca: Icarrya hw;r? I would not. tq\,hg & gfuegn

lhqpe your Righnefs thmks, though I Mmoor,ql am honeft. Bﬁ ‘\ high-
nefs never hear what count Mar oﬂ'ereh me, when' ke camgwaoing to

do not queftion thy h‘bncﬁy ; but it is thiy duty to concealaothing from me,

; Hﬂw long has: lfabella ‘béen acquainted® with Theodore t — Nay} there is no-.

thing can elcape your highnefs, ﬁuqf Bianca—net that [ know any- dﬂng of the
,matter."Theodom to bm,fure, isia prqm- youugm and, as my lady
‘Matilda fays, the veryimage of good Alfonfat Has not ysur highnefs rgmark-
ed it F%gn, yee—No-—thou tortureftme; faid Manfred : Where did they meet ?

““‘whm ewwm, any wy,mea? fafd %hm. ‘No, ne; ot Matilda% Ifa- .

+ Wh @Ad IfabelLA tcd witﬁ’ﬂns 'I‘heodorc ?'»Vu'gm

i knq’w, 3 1 mill n‘l-Ldt hncfs is *not ]< alom of young

Theodore" faid. Blacm—-Jcalohaﬁ no why fhould Lbe jealoys i—Pem o

A haps

.
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¥ htp!i T théan to unite them—if I was fore Ify

' my return. e

the difficulties thdt would #ttend the. celebration of their marriage; ubl

i e . ¢ - p

8o, . - Tig CASTLE or O RANTON 2%
clla would have no repugnance,
fagnance ! Nb, I'll warrant her, faidgianca: he is as comelyﬁ youth (

¢ trod on chriftian ground ; we are af in love with him : there is not &
foul in the caftle but would be rejoiced‘to |paye him for our p;moe——l mean,
when it hall pleafe heaven to-call, your hxghnefs to itfelf.—Indeed ! faid -
Manfred: 'has it gone ‘fo far? Ohl: this’ urfed friar !—But T muft not

lofe timg—Go, Biancay attend ifabellZ ; but I charge thee, not a word ¢
what has pafied. Find out how fhe is aﬂ'e&ed towards Theodore ; bring me

good news, and that ring hasa companson. Wait it the foot of thc windmg e

ftaircafe: ‘I am gomg to vifit the marq is, and will talk farther thh thee at

,g

( . ;» ’i‘
¢

Manfred, after fome general convcrﬁnon, defired Frederic to difmifs the
twaq knights his companions, havmg to, talk with him on urgent aﬂ'é;i‘s Aa
foon as they weresalone, he began in artful gmfe to found the marquw the
{fubject oCMatilda and finding him difpofed to his with, he iet°drop hints 4 »om

At that inftant Bianca burft- into the room, with a wildnefs in her look “md
geftures that fpoke the utmoft terror. 'Ok ! my lord, my lord ! cried fhe,

“we areall undong ! It is come again ! it is come again !—What is come again ?

cried Manfred amazed.—Oh! the hand! the giant! the hand '—-Support
me ! 1 am terrified out of my fenfes, criedsBianca: I will .not fleep in the

“caftle to-night. Where fhall I go2 My things may come after me to-morrows

—-Wbuid 1 had been content to wed Francefco ! This comes of qambition !—
Whit has tcmﬁed thee ‘thus, yétng woman ? faid ‘the ‘marquis: thou art
fafe here; be not alarmeds: <Oh ! «your greatnefs is wonderfully good, faid
Bianca, bun : & darunot«-—-No, pray, let me go~I had rather leave every

thing behind me, than ftay another fiour under this'roof. Go to, thow haft -

loft thy fenfes; faid Manfred, Imterrupt us not; we were commuiing on
important matters.—My lord, this wench s fubjeé t&ﬁn—*Come‘h ith me,
Bianca.—Oh ! the faints ! No, {pid Bianca—for cegtain it comes to warn your
highnefs ; why fhould it appeas to me elfe? 1 fay my pranyers morning and -
evening — Oh ! if your 1ughde€s.hade believed- ‘Diego. “”Tit the fame hand that -
he faw the foot to in the gallery-«ghamhe&wfnt}nr ]erome has ﬁften t -

the prophiecy would be out ‘orie of thefe dwunca, faid he, matk my

words.—Thofs raveft, faid Manfved in a rage s Begone, and keep thefe fool- -
&ries to frlghten thy compamom—- me lord, eried Bxanca. do you
T ﬂ' ‘ thmk
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a,.nm h'wfeen hotluh ¥ Go Rythe oot of the great ifirs yourfelf—AsT
* live T -faw it. Saw what? “Tell g, fair maid; what thou halt feen, fuil) rez'
deric,. Gan your highnefs liflen, Fiid. Manfred, to the "deliriim of gfilly .
i h, A”'hcardaﬁm& 6&'_‘ safitions until {he believés them ? Thi&‘!ﬁw"}"
' ~ Juis  her terror is too“nal"iml and too‘f’cmng)yf‘
ork ‘of irgag . *Tell us, fair maiden, what itis®
thee thus.  Yes, 1 M‘d,"ﬁhmk “your' greatnefs, faid Bianca=— "
[ Jook very f tégmwm when I have recovered mylelfug—
g ¢ lad '.NW&Wby&smg‘hncﬁa ‘order—We do net
rrupted Manfred : fince his highnefs will have ir.
.,‘ but be brief.—Lor » YO§r highnefs thwarts one {o ! replied Bianca:
«g_m.ﬁwl never xmmy life—eWell ! as Iwa.tellmg your
g by wﬂmmfa order to my lady Ifubell’s chamber: =,
het-coloure ,mmengmma,wwr af"‘ e

'?ma:-s-fm locking am Hi ighies'

What docs fhe mean, my lord? faid the'marquis.  Is your caftie haunted by
8mﬁtﬂ and gobkins ?—Lord ..bllyhﬂ ot “’W&Mw L 4
t«he tia‘* mﬂﬁm! H e, ;.(.‘ 2 “"wmh "‘. ool : by

; aov ym‘*ﬁ‘th P .'. ~" » 44 ', “m‘g:.* ‘7; 21805

i mmlerab%e;i terrt

m;{o faymg, when ‘
fWét——I looked up,

a hand - iwour n‘bxﬁ,@ Hg--I tbopght I fhould have 8
ppe W I m%*huWWould I wege well out of o s
: %M . * this
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this cgfﬂe ' My I8dy Matilda told me but, efter-morning that her W
THigpolita knows fomeﬁung-—'l hou art a4 infolent ! cried Manfred—Lord
mmis, it much mifgives me that tlm fcene is concerted to affront me,
Are my own domeftics fuborned to fpfeadlitales injurious to ny h‘ﬁu&m} Ruar-
fue youf claim by manly daring; or let us bury our feuds, as was pmpefd\,
by the intermarriage o{ our c‘hﬁd’ren butc.tmﬁ»wﬁ*n il ﬁqzomﬁ a prince
of yousbearing to- prd@ife on mercerfiry wenchesi—I fcw'nyourz,anm n,,
faid Frederic; until this hour I never fet eyes o this damfel : I have giy
Rer no jewel 1My lord, sy lord, your confciente, your puilt ‘accéifes you,
and would throw the fufpicion on me-—But keep your daughter,. Jand nﬁk
no more of Ifabella: the Judgmems alr(ady ’fallea on your houfe forbi me
matching into it. ; A iy ‘»-‘~;§r;§- "f )
e i ‘ ; \
°Manfred alarmed at the refolute ¢one in vdmh Predmc deln'q'ﬂ &e’fe
words, endeavom'ed' to pacify him. = Difmiffing Bianca, he made :fwhfub—
miflion§ to the marquts, and threw in fuch artful encomiums m ati
that Frederic was once more &aggered. However, as hw paﬁiob

44

He had gathcred enough fmm Binm!a s difcourfe to p _ ‘that
declared itfelf aagaint Manfred. 'The propofed matrngsl m' e
¢laim to a diftance : and the principality of Wﬂmsa tronger tempt
“tion, than the eontmgem»mulion of it-mth ‘Matilda. Still hc v himm:
abfolutely tecede from his engwgcmmts 3 but purpofing to gain nm ha ;dg*
Tnanded of Manfred if it was true in fac that Hippolita confentec
vorce. 'The prince, tranfported to-find no other obftacle, unddv.pendtag on
~ his influence over his wife, affured the maqqms it m, pand that he mig
'famﬁy hszelf of the tmth“fmmﬂher own. mout ek
3 J|}
. As they m t!uw d%fcaurﬁug, wmimm
_ prcparod. Manfred  conduéted Frederic'to. tbe cat hall, -
recaived by Hippélita and thecyoungprinceffes. « Man b' d pl
m!tt to Matilda, and fu&&’hmfelf between his wife
lita comported herfelf with arc eafy grﬁl;; 3%
and ntelungho)y. Manfred, who was de
_the marquis, in the remainder -of the evening, pufhed on th T W
“waxed late; aﬁ'e&ing unreftraified gaiety, and plwng Frcdenc wxﬂs repested
< goblets of wine. The latter, m uﬁm his guard than Mmﬁed W ' #‘“

€ o) ;
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W shuﬁgequent challenges, ‘ pm:mce of his late 1o6 of blood ; while
| ‘ Apirits, and ta codnterfeit unc8n era,

¢ xq;phnﬁul ,;lnl; lm though not to ;hg intoxication of his

.

A i
"o ;,?'Ihmﬁqg fm\e-«@ dvtn‘ d, tbe btaqaet con&uded. Manfred‘would
ha w o but th latter, pleadmg weaknefs andgwant of
w:w h” ChamMgallmtlﬁ;ellmg the prince, that his daughter
nufe hi hlﬁaqdlamm hxmfclfoould attend him. Manfred accepted
.‘.the,.pmty% ‘nd. to the no finall grief of Ifabella, accompanied Her to her
m& Matdda waited on he: mother, to enjoy the frethnefs of the

"ewgon thegampamofthe L -
,' Sodn i the eompmy %ns difperfd their feveral ways, Frederic, qmttmg ‘
ﬁmﬂ]ﬁmba,.ew Af Hlppohta was alone; and was teld by one of her
-attendants, who had not noticed her going forth, that at that hour #he gene-
‘tﬁy’..m&rew to her orat‘bry; where he probaBIy would find her, The
‘mar umdmmgkhe repaft had beheld Matilda with increafe of paffion. He
now wéwa to find Hippolita in the difpofition her lord had promifed. - The
portents that had alarmed him were forgotten in his defires.e Stealing fofly
Wﬂd to the apartment of Hippolita, he entered it with a refolution
%o encour "j her acquiclcence to the divorce, having perceived that Manfred
was \erd, to make the poffeffion oﬂM&m analt'erabl! cond‘xucm, bd'ore
| 6eam1d gzmmman mmwmww R . s ;
ot Mmarqmﬁ was not fhrpxﬁ&it tihe ﬂlcnee ’tb!t re:gned i t'ht princels’s
Qp:mmen;. Condmdmg-l;er,"\s he had hetn advertifed, in her oratory, he
~_pafled on. - The door was a-jar 5 ‘the «evenmg gloomy and overcaft. Pulhe
opent ‘e%brgemly,‘ faw a perfon knetling befote the altar. As he
2 _,naser, it F?eemed not. a wofﬂﬁn, but one in along woollen weed,
pe fémcd abforbd in prayer, ® The
we tifing, ftood fome morgents
-1’ ardmég’ him.® The mafgms, exp’é&mg the
“to come forth, and meaning 4 excufe his uncivildntefruption,
rend f: _rher, 1 fought the la&y Hlppohta.--—prpohta’ replied a
can elt thou to‘thwts&lc w feck Hippolita?—And then the
"i"f,'rouhd, d vered to Erederic the Befhlcfs juws and® **
A 2 ol empty
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faekets of 8 {keleton, wrapt in a herghit’s cowl. ~ Angels of grace, pro- ¢
¢ cried Fréderig recoiling,  Defervg their prote&ion, faul the fpe&rc.
%‘w, fallmg on his knees; adjured e phantom to take uy on h;m.
Doft tho not remember me? faid tht a arition. Remem
]oppa' « Art thou that holy hermit? cried Erederic. ttembbing-—-cin, ! do
aught for thy eternal peace 2—* aft’ thou' elxvezfi from bondage, faid m
fpe@regto purfue carnul - dekghts? Hpuft thous forgotten the buried fabte,und '
“the beheft of heaven eugraven on it #—I have net, I have not, faid Fredefic
<-But fay, bleft fpmt, what'is: thy ergand to me ? *what remains to le do&?
\ To forget Matxlda’ faid the appannon—-—and vamlhed.

i
) g !
3

- “Frederic's: bload frcze in his veins. Ff)r 4'omd minutes. hc reniamed mo-
. ﬂmﬂe{s. Then falling proftrate on his face before the alar, he befought the |
‘imterceflion of every faint for pardon. «A flood of tears fucceeded to this tranf-
. port’ 5 and the ‘image of the beauteous Matilda rufhing in fpite of him on his
 thoughts, he lay on the g\round in a confliét of penitence and -paffion. = Ere
* ‘he could recover from this agony of his fpirits, the princefs I'iipp%yu, \v.iﬂf
a taper in ‘her hand, entered the oratory alone, Seeing a'mad without motion
“on the‘ﬁoﬁ‘ (he gave a fhriek; concluding him dead. Her {nght brought
 Frederic to himfelf. Rifing fuddenly, his face bedewed with tears; he weuld
»hmg%mhed'{m her ;‘refencc ¢ ,but Hippolita, ftopping him, con}urcd him
“in the m&" tive accents to explain the caufe of his diforder, and by what
' firange chance the had found himthere in that pofture.” Ah! virtuous prin-
©&fs! faid ‘the marquis, ‘penetrated with griecf—and ftopped. «For the love
* of heaven, :fryfw.ﬁré;» faid Htpfoﬁta, difclofe ‘the caufe of tbls trmﬁ!m‘t !
'What mean thefe *Julefut foundc, this llamﬂng acfamamn on my name?
What w’é‘%e‘«has Wﬂ,‘m&ﬁmfor &e‘WChed Hi olit
—By every pl.tymg wﬁgd, ®
at his feet, to difclofe the pur jort of what hes aﬁhy m—l‘&e fceleft 4
for me ; thou feeleft the. ,ﬂm'p pangs'that thou m&W-Speak, ¥ pity f—

Does aught thou Knoweft condern my child t- —Ica ‘crmd&adcne,‘
| buﬁ!mg from Ner—Oh! Maﬁda Mwm i 1-‘~f£' P L
‘ i R oY {L ¢

: Q&xt\mg.the princefs thug ahnxptly, ke ha“ﬁenzd to hu own ap amnen.ta
At the door of it he was accofted by Manfred, whio, flufhed by wine and loye,

had come to feek him, and to propofe to wafte fome hours of the mghi‘ﬁfn T4

= * mulfic and revcllmg Frederic, offended al an invitation fo diffonant from the
o b 04 . ; “:Ib ‘l\ mQ&
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?gnood of l'hs foul, puﬂaed him. ely aﬁde, and,. entenng his chamber, flung
“the door intemperately againft Manfred, and bolted iy inwhards.  The faughty
‘prince, enraged: at. this: unaccopptable behaviour, withdrew in a frarde of
mmd, capabie gf the moft fatal fxc®fes. As he crofled the court, he was

*met by the dopeﬁ’mwhom he had planted at the convent as a fpy en Jerome
and Theodore. - Thi§ man alQoﬂ bréathle® with *the hafte he bad made,
mformed,.hmlom thq;;_r ] ‘¢ andyfome lady from the caftle wape at that
m&umin pﬁnte conferense at the torgb of Alfonfo in St. Nicholas’s c.hurch.

* He hatl dogged Theodort thither, b\:’the gloommefs of the mght had ptc-
vented his dxfcovenng,who the woman was.

r}‘ P

M’infré&, whofc fpmt& were mﬂ‘amed and whom Ifabella had driven from:
her on “his urging +his paflion with foo little referve, did not doubt but the:
‘inguittude fhe had exprefled had:begn occafioned by her impatience to meet
" Theodore. Provoked by this.conjefture, and enraged at her father, he haft-
‘encd fecrct'fy to the great church. Gliding Iofdﬁibetwc:n the zifles, and

* guided by an’ nnperfe& gleam .of moonfhine that fthone fhintly through the
1llummated ‘wifidows, he ftole towards the tomb of Alfonfo, to which he was
direfted by indiftin& whifpers of the perfons he fought. The firft founds he
could dtﬁmgmfh were—Does it, alas, depmd on me? Manfred will never
permit our union.—No, ‘this fhall prevent it ! cricd the tyrant, drawmg his:
dagger, and plunging it over hes (houlder tnto .the bofom of the perfon that:
Apoke—Ah me, I am flain ! cried Matilda finking: Good heaven, receive
my foul !—Savage, inhuman monfter? what haft thoudone ? cried Theodorc,
ruthing on him, and wrenching his dagger‘rom him.—Stop, ftop thy impious.
- hand, cried.Matilda; *it d¢ my father !-—=Manfred, waking as from a trance,
beat his breaft, thﬁed his hands in his,locks, and endeavoured to recover-
his dagger from Theodore..to , difpatch *himfelf. Theodore, fcarce 1¢fs dif-
tra&cd d on‘.ly maftering the tranfports of 4his grief to affit Matilda, had.
now byﬁ eries drawn fome. of "the. monks o, his aid. “While part of them
endeayoured in concert wish the aflited Thiodore to faop the bloodof the: i
dying . pnncefs, the tcft mvcnted Manfred'fmm laying vxolem hnadb on.
hxm{clf g $ £ g o i y

‘?u i ' ' “" e

Matxlb,reﬁgmng herfelf pﬁnenﬂy to. her fate, acknowledgcd thh looks
Of grateful lovc the zeal of Theodore. . Yef oft as her faintnefs would permit
m fge&ch its way, ﬂxe begged the afliftants to comfort hgr father.. | Jeromere»

by |,



.

~ mother ! *what will fhe fegl '—Will you comfort her, my lord?

'quc&ed Theodore fupporting hci‘"'he? ith his arm, and hanging over her' -

.10 kcr ‘own fithation : every thought was' lo‘ﬁwm tendernefs for het mother. =
b Qrdcrmg the htter to ftop, as foon as Hippolita was brought to herfelf, & s
afked fot her fathey, He approached ‘unable to fpeak, Maulda, fcmagk‘u Py
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by thas fime had’ le.arnt the fatal news andefi
feé‘mgﬂ to reproach Theddore; butturning Manﬁ:ed 'he%‘iﬁ;)mw nt! i)
beholdwhe completion of woe fulfilled o't 1mpxous and devoted he ad
bood of Alfonfo cried to hieaven for veng wee ; and heaven has pe : j

altar to bé polluted l)y a[Iaﬁinauon, that thoy migh:eﬂ‘ ﬂ'ﬁ'ﬁ fhy‘cvm@ao& at
the foot of that princc's fepulchre '—-Cruclm":qcrmﬂ M&fﬂéa‘,
vate the®woes of a parcnt' May heav Ms‘ﬁiy ther, and fo
1 deo! My lord;, my gracious fire, dc t thou forgive thy ¢

came not hither to meet Theodote ! I%ﬂhd hrm‘?raymga‘t this *tw %

‘ther my mother fent’ me tp intercede for thee, for hch%&ﬁeﬁﬁthenm

your child, and fay you forgive' her. --Mrng e thee! ‘Murderous ti‘lonﬁer'
ctied Manfred—can affaffins forgive ? I, took’ thee “for Ifabella ; ‘but heaven |
dire&ted my bloody harid tb the heart of my child '—Oh ! *Matilda—1 canmot :
utter it—canft thou forgive the blmﬂne& of m m}* ragc?«r—i can, T dd,"ﬁ%ﬁ WV
heaven conﬁrm it! {aid Matilda—DBut whtle 1 have life to afk it#’&h my

ybu .,

not put her away ¢ Indeed fhe loves you—-Oh 1am fal{xt' .
caftle—can I hve to have her clofe my eycs?

Theodore anﬁ the monks Befaught her earﬁeﬂly to fuffer “ﬁérfelf"fa Ee ;
borne into the convent 3 but her inftances were fo prefling to be cartied to
the caftle, that, placing her én a litter, the: conveye her thither as the te-'

in an agony of defpairing love, @il en eavoured to infpire her %ith hopes of
life. ]eromc on fh.e other fide comforted her with d‘L(édes of heaven, and
hOldlng a crucifix ”bofore ber, which fhe bathed with' innocent tedrs, prepafred
her for her paflage to immortality. Nanfred, rlunge& in the dcept!ﬁ aﬂhéixon, |
followcd thc litter 3 in defpaxr. e o ;

Ere they reachcd the cafile, Hlppohta, mforn}e;l;. : :
ﬁroghe, had flown fo ticet her hurdered child; bit'when e faw the afflicted

procellion, the mighrinefs of hei- grief deprlv«ed’;!r of her fenfes, and fhe fetl
?N&Cﬁc, who a,?ended her, . gt
atilda alone feemed mfenf‘ble’ ,(_ .

lifclefs tp the earth in a fwoon. Tabella and
: overwhtlmed in almoft cquﬂ'forrow.

-----

: . hand
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Mmm mother’s, locked ;
o Wit .,,I' e (M'M”m‘dd nOt

iemsin her own, and tth clafped them to
ort this alt of pathetit piety. HE dafhed
felf ¢ tk; und, and curfe§ the day he was born. Ifabella, a apprehen=
~five that thefe ﬁn@@;f&f pafliof whre more than Matilda could fupport,
. took upomj;w to order Manfrcd to be borne tc his apartment; while fhe
ﬁufe&m w~8§ cww to the pesreft chamber.  Hippolita, fcarce
“more alive than her da ghter, was fpgardléls of every thing but sher: but
'mw la’s%are wouldghave likewife removed her, while  the
furgeohs examined Matd'da s wound, ﬂ\e cried, Remove me 2 Never ! never !
~ Hlived but in her, and will expire with her. Matilda raifed her eyes at_her
- mother’s voice, bug clofed them again without fpeaking. Her finking pulfe,
and the damp coldnefs of her hand, foon difpelled all hopes of recovery. The-
@dore followed the furgeons into the outer chagber, and heard them pro-
_ me the fatal fentence with a trandport equal to phren{y—Since fhe cannot
“live mine, cried he, at leaft fhe fhall be mine in deash !~Father ! Jerome'
WSﬂMnet join our hands ? ct‘icd he to the friar, who with tha marquis.
* had accompmxed the furgeons. What means thy diftralted rathnels ? faid
A Icmme. s this an hour for marriage? Itis, it is, cried Theodore: alas, there
is po other ! Young man, thou art too unadvyifed, faid Frederic. doft thou think
weare to liftento thy fond tranfports in thns hour of fate? JVhat pretenfions
haft thou to the prmcefs‘? Thofe of a pnnce, faid Theodore 3 of the fove-
‘mgn of Otranto. This reverer#l man, my father, has informed me who 1
am. Thou raveft, faid the marquis : there is no prince of Otranto but my-
“felf; now Manfred by murder, by facrilegious murder, has forfeited all _pre-
“tenfions. My lord, faid Jeromey afluming®an ‘air of command, he tells you
~true. It was not my pmwpoﬁ the fecret thould have G'ecn divulged fo foon ;
but fate preﬂ'es onward {0 its work.  #What hts'%ot-headcd paflion: has re-
“wealed, my tongue conﬁrms. Know, prince; that when AlfonYo fet fail for
ﬁm Hol ud—-ls this a feafon for cxplanatmnsi cried 'Illeado;e. Father,,
come and unite me to the prmcefn. /fhe fhall be mine—in every otlier thing
 Aewill dutrfully obey yous' My life! myav.ored ‘Matil@a! continueds Theo-
dore, rafhing back into the inner. c}muiber,.will you. not be mine will you
- not blefs ypur-— Ifzbella made ﬁgns to_hifh to be filent, apprehendx ng the
Pﬂaccé ‘was near her end.  What, is Mhgedead? cried Theodqre : s it puf—
ﬁbN 'ﬂ;avm&nce of.. his ekclammiﬂm brought Ma;ﬂda to herfelf, Lifiing
\tp her eyes fhe looked: round for her mother—Lifé of my foul! I am hnc, '

APy cned Hlppohta think not 1 wdl' ‘quit thee t—Oh ! Fou: are. 00 good, mu-'
Matilda,,
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Matilda—but weep Lot for me, my mol!her' am going wherefo;mw never
dwells. 2 Ifabella, thdu haft loved me 3 wot ghou not fupply my fondnefs to-
* . this deg, dear woman? Indeed I am faifit!-—~Oh! my child! WM&!
faid Hippolita in a flood" of tears, can& n thhhold thee a.iﬁomcht —It
witl not be, faid Matilda—Commend me to heaven—-—thre is my ﬂiheﬂ
. Forgive him, deareft motﬁer——f(ﬁ'glvc him. m; deatl&, it was an’error—Oh!
I had forgotten—Deareft mother, | vovgd never to fee Theodore more—Per-
hapg that has drawn down this cala 1ty--but 1).'%3 not  intentional—can,
; yo# pardon e !—Oh! wound not wy ngonm}:}g foul! faid Hippolitas . ‘_ 2
thou never couldft offend me.—Alas, fhe faints! Help! help!—I would fay
fomething morc, faid Matilda ftruggling, byt it wonnot be,——-Ifabdla-—h—Thep-_
dore—for my fake—oh !—She expired. = Ifabella and  her women tore |
Hippolita from the corfe ; .but Theodore threatened defieuction to all who.
attempted to remove him from it, » He printed a thoufand Kiffes on Her%lay=-
cold hands, and utteredse every expreflion that defpaxrmg love could dx&atc.
L ® } f
Ifabella, in 2 the mean tlme, was accompanyxhg the aﬂhéted Hlppolita te
her apartment; but in the middle of the court “they were met by Manfmdﬂ
who, diftrated with his own thou; hts, and anxious’ once more to behold bis
daqghter, was adua.ncmg to* the chamber where fhe lay. ~As’the moon was
now at its height, he read ‘in the countenances of this unhappy. company the
event he drcaded ‘What! is fhe dead ? ci¥ed he in wild confufion—A clap
of thunder at thpt inftant thook the caftle to its foundations ; the earth rocked,,
and the clank of more than mortalr Mmﬁur was heard behind, #rederic and
Jerome. thaught the Jaft day waf at hand. The lattet, forcing Theodore
~ along with them, rufhed into ‘the court. The" momerlt Theodore appcared, ‘-
the walls of the caftle “behind Manired were thrown down with a mighty
force, and the. forfn of Aiforiib, dilatéd to an xmmenfé" migmt.,udc, appeared .
in the centre of the rums. Bahold fh Theodore, the true heir of Alfonfo !
faid the mﬁon ‘and haying pronounced thole words, accompanied by a clap
. thuader, it alcended folemnlf towards heavcnﬁwbére the clouds parting
: afunder, the form of faint Nu:hblas was feen a.w; receiving Alfonfo s fhade,
they were féon Wrapt. trum mortal ¢ cye,rs in a blaze of glozy

The beholders fell Pw:gﬁrate o’ then“f&eﬁ, q&nowlpdgmg the dxgmc ml]
The firft that broke {ilenée was Hlppo'flta. My Jord, faid (he to the defpondn’ B
bl ¢ Manfrcd, bchuld the vanity of human greatnefs' Conrad is gone' Ma-
S ey o tilda
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, tilda'is no more! in Theodore W& view the true prince of, Otranto, By what
miracle he is fo, I know not—1i\ffice it to us, our' doom is pronounced !
Shall we not, can we but dedicatejthe, few deplorable hours we have fo live,
in deprecating the farther wrath®ol heaven ? Heaven ejects us—whither cayt
we fly, but to yon holy cells that. yet offer uga retrgat ?—Thou guiltlefs but
unhappy woman ! unhappy by sy crimes ! replied Manfred, my heart at laft
is open to thy devout adm.onitions. h! could—but it cannot be—-f-ye are
left in wonder—let me at laft do juﬁi; on myfelf! To heap thame on thy
own head is all the futisfation I haveeft to offer to offended heaven. My
flory has drawn down thefe judgments: let my confeflion atone—But ah!
what can atone for wfurpation and ¥ murdered child ? a child murdered in a
confecrated place ! Lift, firs, and pay this bfbody record be a warning to

future tyrants!
L

* Alfonfo, ye all know, died in the Holy Land—Ye wduld interrupt me ; ye
‘woul.d fay he came not fairly to his end—It is mof} true—why elfe this bitter
cup which Manfred muft drink to the dregs ? Ricardo, my grandfather, was
his chamberlain—I would draw a veil over my anceftor’s crimes—but it is
in vain: Alfonfo died by poifon. A fititious will declared Ricardo his heir.
Hi¢ crimes purfued him—yet he loft no Conrad, no Matifda! I pay the
‘price of ufurpation for all! A ftorm overtook him. Haunted by his guilt, he
vowed to faint Nicholas to found a church and two convents if he lived to
reach Otranto. The facrifice was accepted : the faint appeared to him in a
dream, and pfomifed that Ricardo’s poﬁe'ﬁtg thould reign in Otranto until
the rightful owner fhould be grown too large to inhabit the caftle, and as
long as iffue-male from Ricardo’s leins fhould remain to enjoy it.— Alas!
alas! nor male nor female, .except myfelf remains of all his wregched race !
~—I have done-—the woes of thefe three days fpeak the reft, How this
young mgp can be Alfonfo’s heirJl know not-*-yet I do not doubt it. His
are thefe dominions ; 1 refign them—yet 1 ksew not Alfonfo had an heir—-
I queftion not the will of heiven—poverty and prayer muft fill up the wheful

fpace, until Manfred fhall be {ummoned to Ricardo, .
: : .

What remains is my part to declare, faideJerome. When Alfonfo fet fail
for the Holy Land, he was driven by a ftorm on the coaft of Sicily. The
other veflel, which bore Ricardo and his train, as your lord/bip muft have
heard, was feparated from him. ItYs mof true, faid Manfitd ; and the title

Vor. IL N,y > you
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you gwe me is mere than an out-caft calf claim—Well, be it fo—proceed. |
Jerome bluthed, and continued. For thrfe months lord Alfonfo was wind-

N bound¥in Sicily. There he became enagnoyred of a fair virgin named Victoria.
He was too pious to tempt-her to forbiddeh pleafures. They were married.
Yet deersing this amoursincongguouswith the holy vow of arms by which he
was bound, he was deferminedsto conceal their nuptials until his return from
the crufado, when he purpofed to ffek and acknowledge her for his lawful
wife. He left her pregnant. Duriflg his abfence fhe was delivered of-a
daughtere: but fcarce had fhe felt a ndother’s pangs, ere fthe heard the fatat
rumour of her lord’s death, and the fucceflion of Ricardo. What could a
friendlefs, helplefs woman-do? would Wer teftimony awail ?—Yet, my lord,
I have an authentic writing?—]t needs not, faid Manfred ; the horrors of
thefe days, the vifion we have but now feen, all corroborate thy evidence
beyond a thoufand ‘parchments: Mhatilda’s death and my expulfion--Be
compof%d, my lord, faid Hippolita; this holy man did nat mean to recall
your griefs, Jerome proceeded.

I fhall not dwell on what is needlefs. The daughter of which Vitoria was
delivered, was at her maturity beftowed in marriage on me. Vi&oria died 3
and the fecret Yemained locked in my breaft. Theodore’s narrative has told
the reft. :

The friar ceafed. The difconfolate company retired to the remaining part
ofethe caftle. In the morning Panfred figned his abdication df the principa-
lity, with the approbation of Hippolita, and each tgok on them the habit of
religion in the neighbouring convents. Frederic offered his daughter to the
new prince, which Hippolita's ten{lernefs for Ifabella concurred to promote:
but Theodore’s grief was too frefh to admit the thought of another love ; and
it was not till after frequent difcourfes with Ifabella, of his dear Matilda, . that
he was perfuaded be could kngw no happinefs but in the fociety of one with
whom he could forever indujge the melancholy that had taken poffeffion of

hisefoul.
(4}
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DEAR WILL.

HOUGH people in the country are enough difpofed to believe won-

- ders,. yet are they prudently apt 16 Qxfpend giving. credit to, all that

are fent from London, except of a political caft. You- good folks fiill be-
lieve in an uninterrupted generation of patriots ; and though. they feldom:
come to years of maturity,.you truft in them as faft as they are produced in
faint Stephen’s chapel. For other monftrous births, you-are fonder of them,
the farther they come.. Ghofts and witches areentirely of your own growth,.
Excepting the famous ghoft of a found in Cock-lane,. from which the Me-
thodifts expected fuch a rieh. harveft (for what might not a.rifing cMurch
promife itfelf from fuch well-imagined nonfenfe as the apparition of a noifc?)
I think many, many years have elapfed, fince®the capital could boaft of hav-
ing regenerated a fpirit. Your iagacxty wilk therefore incline you. to doubt
- the marveljous account I am going to give you of a new-difcovered race of

giants.

: . Perhaps
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'Perhaps you will‘take the relation for fome political allegory, or think it °
* a new4avamped edition of Swift's Brobdlgnags My good friend, it is neither
the one nor the other ; though 1 muft’owh a political myftery, and a won-
derful one too, for it is really kept a fecret.—The very crew of the fhip, who
faw five hundred of thefe lofty® perfonages, did nog utter a word of the mat-
ter for a"whole year ; 4nd even now, (:mt a general idea has taken wind, can

fcarce be brought to give any particufars to their®moft intimate friends.

¢ «

All that the public can yet learn is, that captain Byron and his men have
feen on the coaft of Patagonia five hundied giants on horfeback. Giants!
you will ery ; what do you eall giants ¢ Why, my friend, not men of fifty
or an hundred feet high,.yet ftill very perfonable giants, and much taller
tian any individual ever exhibited at Charing-crofs. Come, what d> you
think of nine or ten feet high? and what do you think of five hundred fuch ?
Will M. cry, “ Pifh ! that is no giant, it is only a well-made man,”

b}

I am told, for I am no reader of travels, that this gigantic nation ‘was
known to exift as early as the difcovery of that continent: that fir John Nar-
borough mentiens them ; and of late years Maupertuis, The Spaniards affert
that they have long been acquainted with their exiftence—{o tbey, you fee,
can keep a fecret too. But the reafons given why we know fo litde of the
matter are, that few fhips ever touch on that coaft, ftanding more out to fea
in order to double the Cape; and titat thefe giants are a roving nation, and
feldom come down to the coaft ;and then I fuppofe only do bob for whales.

You will be eager to know a greet deal more than I can tell you but thus
much 1 think is allowed: That captain Byron, being on that coaft, faw a
body of men at a diflance on.very fmall horfes: as he approached, ‘he per-
ceived that the horfes were common-fized horfes ; ; but that the riffers were
enorfaoufly tall, tHough 1 do /ot hear that theis legs. trailed much on the
gropnd. This was fine game for a man fent on difcoverigs. The captain
and part of his crew immediately landed, on which mefficurs the glants as
quickly’ retreated,  Whether thisatimidity was owing to the terror which the
Englith arms have ftruck into all parts of the known and, 1 conclude, un-
known world ; whcther they took captam Byron for Mr. Pitt; whether they

¢ took
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X took our men for Spaniards, wholL nathe muft be an horrc’r to all Americans;
or whether they had any apprehenfions of fire-arms p I cnnot tell. e that
as it may, the more the captain and his men advanced, the fafter the,giants
kept trotting off, Seeing this, she captain took a bold and fenfible refolu-
tion : he ordered his men to lay down their arms and remain ftock fiilt,
himfelf alone advancing., I dopbt much whether Homer would have cared
to venture his Jupiter alone againft five hundred Titans. A

»
i {

Captain Byron’s Titans had more oihe Jiavair vivre, and, feeing him ad-
vagce alone, ftopped. He came up with them, and addreffed thetn in all
the languages he kgew, and that they did not. They replied in the giant-
tongue, which ['am told a very reverend criti upon the firength of one
fyllable which  the captain remembered, affirms is.plainly Pheenician, The
capraiﬂ, not being mafter of that exceedingly ufeful and obfolete language,
had the misfortune,of not comprehending a word they {aid. Had he been a
deep, fcholar, he would undoubtedly have had recourfe to hieroglyphics,

* which the Learned tell us was the firft way of conveying inftru@ion : but I
muft beg leave to obferve, that it was very lucky the captain had not fo much
erudition. I do not know whether he can draw or not, but moft probably,
if he can, he had not his implements with him ; at moft, parhaps, a black-
lead pencil, or a pen and ink, and the cover of a letter. He could not with
fuch tools have atked many queftfons ; and as the giants are probably. not.
Better painters than the Egyptians, he would have underftood their anfwers
as little as the Learned do the figures orobelifks. Thus he would have loft
his time, and got no information ; or, what1s worfe, to every man but a cri-
tic, have made a thoufand abfurd gucfles. The captain having a great deal
more fenfe, and the favagesdome, they neturally fell inro that faccedancum to
language, figns. Yet I do not hear that ¢ither fide gained much nformation.

The firt thing, or rather firft i.ign, he faid to them in this dilemma was,
Sit down ; which he explained by fitting dowd on the ground himfelf. » The
poor good giants underftood him, difmonnted®and fat down too.. It is faid,
but far be it from me to affirm it, that, when the captain (who I am tofd is
upwards of fix feet) rofe again, the neareffgiant to him, thouglh fitting, was

: it:ller thar, he.
A== *
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“+An hour or two was fpent in fruitlefsly endeavouring to underftand one an-
other ¢ all [ hear the captain comprehended was, that the giants invited him
very civilly to go with them into the woods; where I fuppefe Gigantopolis
flands, and their king refides, who, no doubt, is at leaft two feet taller than
the talleft-of his grenadxers The captain dgc'ined the offer ; at which thefe
polite {s¥ages exprefled much concern, but never once, as any ftill more po-
lite people would have done, attemp:%l to force Bim.

L]

‘When *he took his leave, they remained motionlefs, and continued fo, as
he obferved by his glaffes, till the fhip was out of their {ight.

L3

Very few other particulars are come to my knowledge, except that they
were clothed in fkins of beafts, and hed their eyes painted of differéht co-
lours ; that they ‘hadeno weapons, but {pears pointed with fifh-bones ; that
they deveur fith raw, and that they fhowed great repugnance to uﬁe any
liquids offered to ‘them by ‘the captain ; and that though they were too polue ‘
abfolutely to refufe his toaft, they {pit the liquor out of their mouths again ;
whether from apprehenfion of intoxication or poifon, is not certain: how=
ever, it looks as if they had fome notion of fuch European arts, What is
more remarkable ; the weather being very fevere at that feafon, the whole
coloffal troop feemed as fenfible of the coll, and fhivered like us little deli-
cate mortals of fix feet high. They had a few giantefles with them; but as-
the captain did not furvey them with=the fmall end of his fpymg—glafs, I do
not hear that he was much ftrucE with their charms,

This, my dear friend, is all the fatisfattion I4an give you. However, 3
am proud to be the firft who has cofnmunicated this important dxfcovcry to
Europe. . &

L - AN

T'he fpeculations‘it has alreadly occafioned, andewill oceafion, are infinite.
The wolf of the Gevaudan, th&t terror of the French monarchy, is alrcady
forgotten. Naturalifts, politicians, divines, and writers of romance, have
a new field qpened to them. Thgfcale of being afcends; we mount from
the pigmies of Lapland, to the giants of Patagonia. : i

5 o
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You will afk, but 1 cannot anfwer you, Whether the fcale of the co'untr'y
is in proportion to fuch inhabitants? Whether their oaks are half ad lofty
again as the Britith? And fuch’is your zeal for England, you will already.
figure a fleet built of their timber. How large is the grain of their corn?
Of what fize their theep, ®ows, und poultry ?. Do not go and comPute' by
Gulliver’s meafures, and tell me, that g populous nation of fuch dinfenfions
would devour the produs of fuch a copntry as Great Tartary in half a year.
Giants there are ; but what! proportiondble food they have, extept elephants
and leviathans, is more than I can tell. They probably do not live upon
Bantam-chickens. ¥ ‘ B

.

As you, are ftill more of a politician than a naturalift, you will be impa-
tient to know if captain Byron took péfleflioh of the country for the crown 6f
England, and to have his majefty’s fiyle run, George the third, by the grace

Lof God, king of Great-Britain, France, Ireland, apd the Gijants! You will
- alk why fome of their women were not brought away to mend our breed,
which all good patriots affert has been dwindling for fome hundreds of years ;
and whether there is any gold or diamonds in the country ? Mr. Whitfield
wants to know the fame thing, and it is faid intends a vifit for’ the converfion

of thefe poor blinded favages.

As foon as they are properly civilized, that is, enflaved, due care will'un-
doubtedly be taken to fpecify in their cBarteg that thefe giants thall'be fubjat
to the parliament of Grgat-Britain, and fhall not weir a fheep’s fkin that is
not legally *7amped. A riot of giants would be very unpleafant to an infant
colony. But experience, I‘hope, will tgich us, that the invaluale liberties
of Englithmen are not to be wantonly fcattered all over the globe. Let us
enjoy thes ourfelves, but they are too facred td be communicated. If giants
once ‘get an idea of freedom, they will foon be our mafters inftead of our
flaves, - But what pretenfions can they have td,freedom ? "I‘hey are as diftinc
from' the commoh fpecies as blacks, and, by being larger, may be more ufe-
ful. Iwould advife our prudent merchants to employ them in the fugar-
trade : they are capable of more labour ; 8t even then they muft be worfe

\reated, ifspoffible, than our black flaves : they muft be lamed and maimed,
and have their fpirits well broken, ot they may become d;'mgcrous. This

* This was written during the contefts op the famous ftanfp-act.

Yo, IL Q _ too
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too wall gwe a littlg refpite to Africa, Where we have half exhaufted the hu- ;
man, I mean the black breed, by that wife maxim of our planters, that if a

+ flave IPves four years he has earned his purchafe-money, confequently you
way afford to work him to death in that time. .

¢ The mothcr—country is not only thc firft, rbut otight to be the fole object
of our political confiderations. If wg once begip to extend the idea of the
lgve of our country, it will embracefthe univerfe, and confequently annihi-
late all nption of our country. The Romans, fo much the obje&t of ‘modern
admiration, were with difficulty perfuadcd to admit even the reft of Italy to
be their countrymen. The (frue patriots®never regarded any thing without
the walls of Rome, except their own.villas, as their country. Every thing
was done for immortal Rome, and it was immortal Rome that did, every
thmg Conquered nations, which to them anfwered to difcovered nations
with us, for they conquered as falt as they difcovered, were always treated
accordmg]y ; and it is remarkable, that two men equally famous for their elo-,
quence have been the only two that ever had the weaknefs to think that con-
quered countries were entitled to all the bleffings of the mother-country,
Cicero treated Sicily and Cilicia as tenderly as the diftric of Arpmum, and I
doubt it was the folly of that example that mifled his too exaét * imitator on
a late occafion, However, the giants mpft be imprefled with other ideas :
Blefs us ! if, like that pigmy old Oliver, they fhould come to think the
Speaker’s mace a bawble ! ) . 3
. 5
What have we to do with America, but to conquer, enflave, and make it
tend to the advantage of our commerce ? Shall the nobleft rivers in the world
roll for {avages ? Shall mines teem avith gold fof the natives of the foil? And
{hall the world produce any thmg but for England, France, and Spatn? It is

enough that the overflowings of riches in‘thofe three countries argeevery ten
yearg wafted in Ggrmany. ,

Still, my political friend, j am not for occupying Pafagonia, as we did
Virginia, Carohna, &ec. Such might be the politics of queen Flizabeth's
days: but ‘modern improvemer® are wifer. If the giants in queftion are
mafters of a rich and flourithing empire, I think they ought to bt put under”" "

¢ e their majcﬁxes, 2 Weft-Indian company; the directors of which may retail

# Alluding toeMr. #Pitt’s fpeeches againft the ffamp-adt.
S out
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‘out a {mall portion of their imphrial Yevenues to the prollrietors, under the

_ name of a dividend. = This is an excellent fcheme ofigovernment, totally un-
known to the ancients. I can but think how poor Livy or Tacitugwould
have been hampered in giving an atcount of fuch an imperium in imperio,
* Caffimirus Alius Caunus (for they latinized every proper name, inftead df
delivering it as uncouthly pron\ounced’ by tlteir foldiers and failors) would
have founded well enough : but dividends, difcounts; India bonds, &c. were
pot made for the majefty of hiftory. But I am wandering from my fubjet ;
thouglt, while I am talking of the ftocks and funds, I could chalk out a very
pretty new South-fea fcheme, d propos to the Patagonians, It wWould not
ruin above half the nation, and wquld make the fortunes of fuch induftrious
gentlemen, as during the want of a war in® Germany cannot turn com-
miflaries.

Command is the obje@ of every man’s ambition ; but by the impolitic al-
fent of ages and nations to hereditary monarchy, you muft be begotten on a
* queén, or are for ever excluded from wearing a diadem ; except in a very
few inftances ; as in Poland, where the throne is ele&ive ; in Corfica, where
they will not acknowledge hereditary. right in the republic of Genoa; in
+ Ruffia, where a foldier’s trull fucceeded her hufband the ezar, and where
ther¢ are other ways of fucceeding a hufband ; in Peru, where they are tired
of exchanging their gold for tyrats ; and in Paraguay, where the  outcafts
of the earth, and the inventors of the oath of obedience, have thrown off
all fubmiflion to their prince, and, hawmig mounted the throne, will probably
renounce the oath of chaflity too. But it Is to England that perfons of the
Jowelt birth. are indebted for thé invention and facility of wiclding at leaft
part of a {ceptre. Buy buf,an India bond, and you have a property in the
kingdom of Bengal. Rife/to be a dirdétor, and the Mogul has not more
. power of appointing and difplacing nabobs. Indian fovereigns may now be
born in Threaduneedle-ftreet.
- ; ‘ o ’ ’
What the government means by pocketing a whole nation of giants, is not
to be conceived, It ought again to draw down the vengeance of their anta-
gonifts on the prefent § miniflers. Iam fige they have done nothing worfe.

/_$ ’- * Caffim AW Caun. 1 The jefuits.
p! # Alluding to the czarinas, Catherine yft § This was written bgfore the change of the w &
and 2d. miniftry in July. s ’

D'a™ 5 Who
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Who jmows but at this inftant they ma{y be' preparing to pour in forty or fifty
thoufand giants upon s ? Their love of liberty, their tendernefs of the con-
flituti®n, their lenity, mildnefs, and difintereftednefs, their attention to the
.}nerchants, in fhort, all their virtues may be affeted, and oaly calculated to

ull us afleep until the fatal blow is,ftruck. I own my apprehenfions are
gloomy ; 3 yet thank God we have a pretty, tall *soppofition, who will not
{uffer & to be enflaved by any thing higher than themfelves.

* In the mean time, till we know fo‘hc‘thing of the matter, it is to bé hoped
that all {peculative authers, who are fo kind as to govern and reform the
world through the chaonnel of the newfpapers, will turn their thoughts to
plans for fettling this new-a@quired country. I call it new-acquired, becaufe
whoever finds a country, ¢hough nobody has loft it, is from that inftant en-
thtled to take poffeflion of it for* himfelf, or his fovereign. Europe ‘nas no
other title to Americs, except force and murder, which are rather the exe-
cutive plrts of government than a right. Though Spain pretends a know-
ledge of our giants, fhe has forfeited all pretenfions to their allegxance, by "
concealing the difcovery ; as is plain from the decifion of the canon law, #t,
De novis regionibus non abfcondendis.

The firft thought that will occur to every good chriftian is, that this race
of giants ought to be exterminated, and their country colonized; but I have
already mentioned the great utility that may be drawn from them in the light
of dlaves. T have alfo faid, that a fMvderate importation miglt be tolerated
for the fake of mending our breed ; but I would by Jio means come into a
projet 1 have heard dropped, and in which propagation would not be con-
cerned : I mean the fcheme of briiging over 2umber of giants for fecond
hufbands to dowagers. Ireland is aF‘cady kept iMa ftate of humiliation. We
check their trade, and do noteallow them tp avail themfelves of the beft fitu--
ated harbours in thc world. Matnmony is their only branch of commerce
\Im'eﬁn&ed and it‘'wonld be x{ moft crying injuftice to clog that too.

g truth, we are not fufficidntly acquainted with thefe Gohahs to decide
peremptorily on their properties.es No account of them has been yet tranf-
mitted to the Royal Society: but it would be exceedingly advifable, that aL
~ jury of matrons ﬂwuld be fent in the next embarkation to make a report; &

5 > The Grenvilles.

and
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" and old women for old women, I wduld truft to the anal&ﬁs of the matrons
in preference to that of the philofophers. v e

I will now,, my friend, drep the'political part of this difcuflion, :md in-
form you what effe this ph:cnomex_:on has had on another fet of men. 7t
has ftarted an obvious aRd very perplexing q'ueﬁion', viz. whether thefe giants
are aborigines; if they are not, from which of the fons of Noaltethey are

~«defcended, and in that cale how we fhall account for this extraordinary in-
creafe’of ftature? o 1 ;
. 1]

The modern philofoplicrs are peremptory that thefe giants ‘are aborigines ;
that is, that their country has been inhabited Iy giants from the creation of
the world. The feriptures, fay thofe gentlemen, . mention giants, but never
paftelior to the flood ; whence we ought to believe that they perithed in the
general deluge. Neither, add they, are we told tha? any fon of Noah was
of ftature fupereminent to his brethren. = Yet we will fuppofe, fay they, that
fome of their defcendants might have fhot up to an extraordinary height,
without notice being taken of it in facred writ. Nay, they allow that this
increafe of ftature might not have appeared till after the date of holy writ.
Yet, is it credible, fay they, that a race of giants fhould have been formed,
and remain unknown to all ages, all nations, all hiftory ? Did thefe monfters
pafs unobferved from the molft ‘eaftern part of the continent (the fuppofed
communication by which America was peopled) to the northern parts of the
other world; and migrate down tha}‘vvhols continent to the mofl fouthern
point of it, without leaving any jrace, even by tradition, in the memory of
mankind ? “Or are we to bere¥e, that tribes of giants failed from Africa to
America? What veflels waffled them ? Was navigation fo_perfe@ted in the in~
fant ages of the world, vhat fleets e'no'rmouﬂy' larger than any’now exifting
were conftruéted for a race of Polyphemes? Qr, to come to the third point,
is it the climate that has ripened them, as Jamaica {wells oranges to fhadocks,
to this ftupendous volunte ? But north anM fouth of them are men of the
ordinary fize; nor have the fame latitudes produced any thing fimilar.
Natural philofophers cannot account for it, “therefore divines certainly can ;
and when this people fhall be better knows, I do not doubt bu the myftery

Q\ will be cleared up ; for, as thefe giants have indubitably remained unmixed
b longer than any other people, we fhall probably difcover ftronger traces of

their Jewith origin. Their cult ! in all likelibood lefs corrupted from tha}“
) 0
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of the fons of Noa’u, than is te be fouhd d"cwhcre; their language poffibly
the genuine Hebrew, not Pheeniciany and, if 1 might hazard a conjeture,
¥ thefe gints are probably the defcendants of the ten tribes fo long loft, and fo
fagitlefsly fought by the learned ; and having leviated lefs from the true re-
hglon of their forgfathers,. may have been reftored to, or preferved in, their
primitive ftature and vigour. I offer this opinign with much modefty, though
I think i®'more reafonable than any Aypotbefis 1 }\a\c yet heard on the fubject.

\Vhatcver their religion fhall appcar‘to be, it will be matter of great” curi-

ofity. We fearce know of any people, except the Hottentots, or the herogs
who lived in the days of Fingal, among. avhom no traces of any religious
notions or worfhip have been Yifcovered.

If they are not Jews, but idotaters,ethe ftatues of their divinities, their
facrificing inftruments, or whatever are the trinkets of their devotion, will
be great rarities, and worthy of a place in any mufeum,

Their poetry will be another obje& of enquiry, and, if their minds are at all
in proportion to their bodies, muft abound in the moft lofty images, in the
true fublime. Oh! if we could come at an heroic poem penned by a giant !
We fhould fee other images than our puny writers of romance have con-
ceived 5 and a little different from the cold * fale of a late notable author, who
did not know better what to do with his giant than to make him grow till he
fhook his own caftle about his own ears:*«

In fhort, my good friend, here is ample rooms. for {peculation :*but I hope
we fhall go calmly and fyftematically’ to work . tit we fhall not exterminate
thefe poor monfters till we are fully acquainted Wwith their hiftory,, laws,
opinions, police, &c. that we fhall not convert them to chriftianity, only
to cut their throats afterwards ; that nobody will beg a million of acres of
giant-lind, till we have detcrrm?ed what to do with the prefent occupxers 3
and that we fhall not throw away fifteen or twenty thoufand men in con=
quering their country, as we dlg at the Havannah, only to reftore it to the
Spaniards,  * -

July 1, 1766, ' -
. . L So To
. * The Caftle of Otranto. '
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L’'Hiftoire n’eft fondée que fur lgfemoignage des auteurs qui nous lont tranfmife. Il importe
donc extrémement, pour la fcavoigPde bien connoitre quels étoient ces auteurs. Rien n’eft i ne-
gliger en ce point ; le tems ol ilsgnt vécu, leur nalflance, leur patric, la part qu’il.s ont eue aux af-

.0 tfaires, les moyens par lefquels ils ont été inftruits, et V'intérét qu'ils y pouvoient prendre, font des

") circonftarttes effentielles qu'il n'eft pas pefmis. d'ignorer s Heli depend le plus ou ic moins d’an~

torité qu'ils doivent avoir : et fans cette connoiffance, on courra rifque trés fouvent de prendre
pour“guide un hiftorien de mauvdife foi, ou du moins mal informé. .

Hift, de P Acad. des Infcript, Vol X.
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‘€0 incompetent has the generality of hiftorians been for the province they
x have undertaken, that it is almoft a quefltion, whether, if the dead of
palt ages could revive, they would be able to reconnoitre the events of their
own times, as tranfmitfed to us by ignorance and milreprefentation, All very
ancient hiftory, except that of the illuminated®Jews, is a perfe@ fable. It
was yvritt'en by priefts, or colleted from their repérts; and calculated folely
to raife lofty ideas of the origin of each nation, Gods and demi-gods were
the principal actors ; and truth is feldom to be expected where the perfon-
.'ages are fupernatural. The Greek hiftorians haye no advantage over the
Peruvian, but in the beauty of their language, or from that language being
more familiar to us. Mango Capac, the fon of the fun, is as authentic a
founder of a royal race, as the progenitor of the Heraclidz, What truth int
“deed could be expected, when even the identity of perfon is uncertain ? The
aétions of one were afcribed to many, and of many to one. 1t is not known
whether there was a fingle Hercufes or twenty.

- As nations’ grew polifhed, hifto camge better authenticated, Groece
itfelf learned to fpeak g little truth Rome, at the hour of its fall, had the
confolation of feeing the crimgs of its ufurpers publithed. The vanquifthed
inflicted eternal wounds on Xheir conqugrors —~but who knows, if Pompey
had fucgeeded, whether Julius Czfar would not have been decorated as a
martyr tq public liberty ? At fome periods the fuffering criminal captivates
all hearts ; at others, the triumphant tyrant, ~Auguftus, drenched in the
blood of his fellow-citizent, and Charles Stijart, falling in his own Blood,
are held up to admiration, Truth is left out of the difeuflion; and odessand
anniverfary fermons give the law to hiftory and credulity.
, z v
" —Butif the crimes of Rome are atthenticated, the cafe is not the fame with
its virtues. A able critic has fhown that nothing is more Problcmatic than
Vou. IL , WP « the

-
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the iiiﬁo‘ry of the three or four firft ages of that city. As the confufions of
thie fate incredfed, fo do the confufions in its ftory.” The empire had mafters,
whofehames are only known from meglals. It is uncertain of what princes
feveral »emprefféiivere the wives. If the jéaloufy of two antiquaries inter-
venes, the point becomeg inéi:p.licablc, Oriuna, on the medals of Caraufius,
ufed to pafs for the moon 2 of late years it isgbecome a doubt whether fhe was
not hig®confort. It is Of little importance whether fhe was moon ‘or emprefs:
but how little muft we know of thofe times, when ‘thofe land-marks ‘to cers
tainty, royal names, do not ferve even that purpofe! Jn the cabinet of the
king of France are feveral coins of fovefeigns, whofe country cannot now, be:
guefled at. | : i R ”
.

The want of records, of letters, of printing, of critics ; wars, revolutions,
faltions, and other caufes, occafibned thefe defe@s in ancient hiftory. : Chro-
nology and altronom$ are forced to tinker up and reconcile, as well as they
can, thdfe uncegtainties. A This fatisfies the learned—but what fhould we"
think of the reign of George the fecond to be calculated two thoufand years °
‘hence by eclipfes, left the conquelt of .Canada fhould be afcribed to James
the firflt? , o N
' »

At the very moment that the Roman empire was refettled, nay, when a
new metropolis was cre€ted, in an age of" {cience and arts, while letters ftill
held up their heads in Greece ; confequently, when the great outlines of
tryth, [ mean events, might be expeed to be eftablifhed ; *at that very
period a new deluge of error burlt upon the world. Chriftian monks and faints
laid truth wafte; and a mock f{un rofe at R6 when the Roman fun funk
at Conftantinople. Virtues and vices were rate}] by the ftandard of bigotry ;

. and the militia of the church became the only hi{torians. The beft princes
were reprefented as monflers; the worft, at leaft the moft ufelefs, were dei-
fied, aceording as they depred'ed or exalted turbulent and enthufiaftic prelates
and friars. ~ Nay, thefe men were fo deftitute of stemper and common fenfe,
that they dared to fuppofe that common fenfe would never revifit the earth ;
and accordingly wrote with 4o little judgment, and committed fuch pai-
pable forgeries, that, if we canngt difcover what really happened in-thofe
ages, we can at lealt be very fure what did not. How many general perfe- -
cutions does the church record, of which there is not the {malleft trace?
i . . ) What



.
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: JWhat donations and chartcrs were forged, for which thofe imly perl'ons would
 lofe their ears, if they were in this age to prefent them in"the moft common

court of judicature !. Yet how long were thofe xmpoﬁors the only,perfons
who a.tt.emptcd to vmne RATBRREL: i it e 0 i s

Bux iahaw lay ;ﬁdc thcxr mtereﬁed hes, ahd conﬁdcr hows far they were

a}quahﬁed in other refpe@s to tranfmit faithful memorials to pofterity, In the
.ages I fpeak of, the barb#rous monkifh ages, the fhadow of leammg that

exifted®was confined to the clergy : they generally wrote in Latin, or in verle,
and their . wmpoﬁuons in both were truly barba;ous. The diflicultics of
rhime, and the want of correfpondent terms in Latin, were no {imall impe-
diments to the fevere march of truth, But there were worfe obftacles to

counter. FEurope was in a continual ftate of warfare, Little princes and

grejft ®lords were conftantly fkirmifhing and fcrambling for trifling additions
> &:ﬂcmtory, or wafting each others borders, Geography was very imperfect ;

b police exifted ; roads, fuch as they were, were dangerous; and pofts were

» got eftablithed. Events were only known by rurflour, fro pilgrims, or by

letters carried by couriers to the parties interefted : the public did not enjoy '
even thofe fallible vehicles of intelligence, news-papers. In this fituation
did monks, at twenty, fifty, an hundred, nay a thoufand miles diftance,
(and under the circumftances I have mentioned even twenty miles were con-
ﬁderable) undertake to write hiflory—and they wrote it accordingly.

If we take, a furvey of our own lnﬁory, and examine it with any attention,
what an unfatisfattory picture does”it prefent to us! How dry, how fuper-
ficial, how ,void of Mformation! How little is recorded befides battles,
plagueg, and religious foundatxons ! ‘That this fhould be the cafe, before the
co,nqv.}eﬁ is not furprifing. ° Our empire was but forming itfdlf, or re-col-
le@ingits divided members into one mafs, which, from the dcfemon of the
Romans; had fplit into petty kingdoms. Thc\mvaﬁons of natious ag barba-
_rbus as ourfelves, interfergd with every plan of ‘policy agd order that might

* have been formed to fettle the emerging flates and fwarms of foreign monks

Awere turned loofe upon us wuh their new. fgth and myfteries, to bewilder
and confound the plain good fenfe of our anceftors, It was too miuch to have

} panes, Saxom, and popes to combat at once !

.‘u\ 3
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. Our languagc f{ﬂ'md as much as our govcrnment 3 andr devmg ac=
quiredemuch from our Roman maﬁers: ‘was miferably disfigured by the fub-~
"~ Jequent invaders. The unconquered parts of the ifland retaiped fome:purity
and fome precifion, The Wellh and Erfe tongues ‘wanted not harmony :
but never did exift a more barbrous jargon than the dialeét fill vencrated by
antiquasies, and called ®Saxon, It was {o uncouth, fo inflexibleto all compo- -
fition, that the monks, retaining the idiom, wefe rcduced to. write m what
they took or meant for Latm. : i R 4 L
The Norman tyranny fﬁcceeded, and gave this Babel of favage founds a
wrench towards their own language. - Such a mixture neceflarily required
ages to bring it to {fome ftandard : and, confcqucntly, whatever compofitions
were formed during its progrefs, *were fure of growing obfolete. However,
the authors of thole days were not likely to make thefe obvious .refletioks ;
and indeed feemed to have aimed at no one perfection. From the conque‘h.-"
to the reign of Henry the eighth it is difficult to. li{cover any one beauty in
our writers, but their fimplicity. They told their tale like ftory-tellers;
that is, they related without art or ornament: and they related whatever
they heard No councils of princes, no motives of condu&, no rerhoter
{prings of ation, did they inveftigate or learn. 'We have even little light
into the characters of the acors. A king ot an archbifhop of Canterbury are
the only perfons with whom we are made much acquainted. The barons are
all reprefented as brave patriots ; but we have not the fatisfaction of knowing
which of them were really fo; for whether they were not all turbulent and
ambitious. The probability is, that both kings and’ nobles wifhed to en.
croach on each other : and if any fparks of liberty were firuck out; in all
likelihood if was contrary to the mténtxon of either the ﬂxnt or the ﬁqcl.

"Hence it has been thought (neceﬁ'ary to nge a new drdm;nﬁngh(ix bl
Recomrfe has been fad to records, and they. are far from mn'obommg the
teftimonies of our hiftorians.” Want of authentic materials has .
later writers to leave the mafs pretty much as they found it Perhqpm‘aﬂ the
requifite attention that might hqve been beftowe: f ‘has not been beftowed.
It demands great induftry and patience to wade into
records and charters : and they being j chune and narmw in themfelve%m

. ¢ " L Y ‘C“t@

to fuch abftrufe ftores as
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mh ebelei 08 45 neceMary to frike light from their aﬂmahce. If they fo-
imtnoma hiftorians in material facs, we may lofe our hiftory ; but
it'is impoffible to adhere to our hilprians. Partiality man cannot &ntirely
diveft himfelf of j it is fo naturdl, that the bent of a writer to one fide or the
other ‘of a queftion is almoft always dx{’coverable But there is a wide di¥-
ference between favouring and lying—and yet I' doubt whether the whole
fiream of our hyftorians, milled by their originals, *have not falfified one
reign i in our annalé in the groffeft manner. The moderns are only guilty of
taking On truft what they ought to have examined more ferupuloufly, as the
authors whom they copied were all ranked on one ﬁde in a Bagrant feafon of
party.~ But no excufe can be made for the orxgmdl authors, who, I doubt,
havi v1olated alt rules of truth, 4

Thc éonfuﬁona which attended the civil'war between the houfes of York
and Lancafter, threw an obfcurity over that part of our annals, which it is
almoft impoffible to difpel. We have fearce any authentic monunients of the
" réign of Edward the fourth ; and ought to read his hiftory with much dif-
truft, from the boundlefs partmhty of the fucceeding writers to the oppofite
caufe.  That dxﬂidence fhould mmafe as we proceed to the reign of his
brother. :

= (o occurred to me fome years afo, that the picture of Richard the third, as
drawn by hiftorians, was a charaQer formed by prejudice and invention. I did
not take Shakcfpelre s tragedy for a genuing reprefentation, but I did take ¢he
ftory of that reign for a tragedy of imagination. Many of the crimes imputed
to Richard feemed improbable ; and, what was ftronger, contrary to his in-
tereft. jA few incidental ciruum&anccs gorroborated my opinion ; an original
and np{rbttant ’mﬁrﬁment‘w@ pomtcd out to me laft wmtcr, which gave rife
to !):é‘followmg theets ; and as it was ealy 9 perceive, under all the glare
of fencomiums .which hiftorians. have heaped os the wifdom of Henry the
venth, that he was a me#n and unfecling tyrant, I fufpected that they had
ened his rival, till Henry, by the contraft, fhould appear in a kind of
miablc*“mt. “The more T examined their fidry, the more I was confirmed
in my opinion :—and with regard to Hefiny, one ‘confequences I could not
hclp Mﬁﬁg ‘that ‘we have either no authentic memorials of Richard’s
cﬂﬂm’ 01', at moft, no account of them but from Lancaftrian hiftorians
P Ky e d e S 4 : 4 ahereas
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whcreas the \ue%and injutice of Henry-are, though palhatcd w@wgﬂ by

the concurrcnt teltimony of his panegyrifts. Sufpicions and calumny were

faftened on Richard as fo many aflaffinations, The murders committed by
™ Henry were indeed executions—and éxecutrons pafs for prudence with pru-
#dent hiftorians ; for whgn a fuccefsful king is chief- Juﬂ:xce, luftonans become

a voluntary jury. . o R g :

If I do not flatter myfelf, I have unravelled a cdnﬁdcrable part of that datk
period.  Whether fatisfactorily or not, my readers muft decide. Nor is it
of any ithportance whether I have or not. The attempt was mere matter of
curiofity and fpeculation¢ If any man, as idle as myfelf, fhould take the
trouble to review and canvafs my arguments, Iam ready to yield fo indif-
ferent a point to better reafons. Should declamation alone be ufed to contra-
dict me, I fhall not think T am lefs in the right. ‘ Yl

Nov. 28th, 1767. " : joiy , \\
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Hifforic jullice is due to all chara@ers.  Who would not vindicate Henry
the eighth or Charles the fecond, if found to be falfely traduced ? ‘Why then
“\not Richard the third ? Of what 1mportance {s it to any man living, whether
or not he was as bad as he is rcprc:fentf:dP No one noble ﬂumly is fprung
from him. ' ari .
c! .

However, not to difturb too much the erudition of thofe who have read
the difmal ftory of his crucltics, and fettled their ideas of his tyranny and
ufurpatioti, I declare I am not going to write a vindication of him. All I
mean fo fhow is, that though he may have been as exccrable as we are told 4
he was, we have little or no {eafon to believe fo.” If the propenfity of habit

. thould flill ‘incline a fingle man to fippo/é that all he has read of Richard is
true, I beg no more, than that that perfon would be fo Impartxal as 1o own
that he has little or n6 foundation for fuppofing fo. .

I will flate the lift of ‘the crimes charged on Richard ; T will fpecify the
authorities on which he was accufed; I will give a faithful account of the
hiftorians by whom he was accufed; and will then examine the circum-
ftances of each crime and each cv1dcnce and, laftly, fhow that fome of the
crimes were contrary to Richard’s mtcreﬂ and almoft all inconfiftent with
probability or with dates, and fome of them involved in materxal contras.
dictions. ' ’

: Suppofed crimes of Richard the third.

1ft. His murder of Edward prince of Wales, fon of Henry the fixth.

2d. His murder of Henry the fixth,

3d. The murder of his brother George duke of Clarence.

4th. The execution of Riyers, Gray, and Vaughan.

sth, The exccution of load Haftings. _‘

6tl. The murder of Edward the fifth and his brot“hcr. ' w3
7th. The murder of his own queen, R : : St

To whichemay be added, as they are thrown into the lift to blacken him,
his intended match with his own niece Elizabeth, the penance of Janr, Shore,
and his own perfonal deformities. .

j N ' i 0 Of

. ..,
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I Of thc murdet of Edward prmce of Wales, I'on of chry the ﬁxth.

Ed’ward the fqurth had mdub&tably ﬂxc hereditary. right:to the crown ;
- which he purfued with fingular bravery and addrefs, and with all the arts of a .
politician and the eruelty of ‘a conqueror. Indeed oft ueither fide do there
feem to have been any fcmples Y0Orkifts and Lancafirians, Edward anddViar-
garet of Anjou, entered into any engagements, took any oaths, violated them,
und -indulged their revenge, as often as they were depreflfed or victorious.
After the battle of Tewkibury, in which Margaret and her fon were made
prifoners, young Edward was brought to the prefence of Edward the fourth ;
“ But after the king,” fays Fabian, the oldeft hiftosian of thofe times, * had
queftioned with the faid fir Edwarde, and he had anfwered unto hym con-
trary his pleafure, he. then ftrake him with his gauntlet upon the face ; after
which ﬁmke, fo by him received, he was by the kynges ferwants mcommently
flaine.”  The Chrenicle of Croyland of the fame date fays, the prmce was
flain ¢ ultricibus quorundnm manibus ;” but names nobody

Hall who clofcs hxs worL with the reign of Henry the eighth, fay s, that
* The prince beyinge bold of ftomache and of a goed courage, anfwered the
king’s queftion (of how hedurft fo prefumptuoufly enter into his realme with
banner difplayed) faiynge, To recover my father’s kingdome and enheritage,
&c. at which wordes kyng Edward faid nothing, but with his hand thruft
him from him, or, as fome fay, firoke him with his gauntlet, whome incons,
tinent, they that ftode abnut, which were Geotge duke of Clarence, Rich ard
duke of Gloucc&cr, Thorhas marques Dorfet (fon of queen Elizabeth Wid-
ville) and. William lord Haftynges, fodamly murthered and pitioufly man.
quelled.”  Thus much had the. ﬂoty gaindl from the time of Fabian to that
of Ha.ll. 7 4
7"," o &g \
ll‘ngﬂned repeats thefe hi g words, confequcutly is a tranfcriber and mo
new su&ﬁomy . %, St
L]
John Swm‘e rmm to Fabian's account, as the only one not grqunded on
bcarfay, aad rms no more, than that the kmg cruelly {miote the young
prince on the vnth his gauntlet, and after his fervants flew him.

Vor. II. . ‘ Q_ a3 ;
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Of modern hiflorians, Rapin and Carte, the only two who feem not to
have fwallowed implicitly all the vulgar tales propagated by the Lancaftrians
to bdacken the houfe of York, warn us to read with allowance the exag-
gerated relations of thofe times. TPhe latter fufpes, that at the diffolution

. of the monafteries all evidences were fupprefled that tended to weaken the
right of the prince dn the throne; but as Henry the eighth concentred in
bimfg both the claim of Edward the Yourth ‘and that rldmulous one of
Henry the feventh, he feems to have had lefs occafion to be anxious left the

, trath fhould come out; and indeed his father had involved that truth in fo.
much darknefs, that it was little likely to force its way, Nor was it necef=
fary then to load the memory of Richard the third, who had left no off-
fpring. Henry the eightl had no competitor to fear but the defcendants of
Clarence, of whom he feems to have had fufficient apprehenfion; as appeared
by his murder of the old cougtefs of Salifbury, daughter of Clarence, and
his endeavours to goot out her pofterity. This jealoufy accounts for Hall
charging the duke of Clarence, as well as the duke of Gloucefter, with the
murder of prince Edwatd. But in accufations of {fo deep a dye, it is not fuf-
ficient ground for our belief, that an hiftorian reports them with fuch a fri-
volous palliative as that phrafe, as fome fay. A cotemporary names the king’s
fervants as perpetrators of the murder : is not that more probable, than that

~ the king’s own brothers fhould have dipped their hands i in fo foul an afluflina-
tion? Richard, in particular, is allowed on all hands to have been a brave
and martial prince: he had great fhare in the v1&ory at Tewkibury: fome
{cars afterwards he commanded his brother’s troops in Scotland, and made
imfelf mafter of Edinburgh. e At the battle of Bofworth, where he fell, his
courage was heroic : he fought Richmand, and endeavoured to decide their.
quarrel by a perfonal combat, flaying fir William Brandon, his rival’s ftand-
ard-bearer, with his own hand, and felling to the ground fir John Cheney,,
who endeavoured to oppofe his fury. Such men may be carried by ambi-
tion to command the ex Jmon of thofe'who ftand in their way ; but are not
likely to lend thgir hand,“in cold blood, to a bafe, and, to.themfelves, ufe-

‘lefs affaflination, How did it import Rxchard in what manner the young
prince was put to death? [f he had fo early planned the ambitious defigns
aleribed to him, he might have ‘trufted to his brother Edward, fo much
more xmmedlately conccrned that the young prmce would not be fpared. If
‘thofe views did not, as is probable, take root in his heart till long after-
wards, what jntereft had Richard to murder an unhappy young ‘prince ¥

g This
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This crime therefore was fo ﬁnncceﬂ'ary, and is fo far from being elablifhed

by any authority, that he deferves to be entirely acquitted of it.

II. The murder of I.'Ienry the fixth,

This charge, no better fupported than the preccdin.g, is ftill more impro-
bable. ¢ Of the death of this prince, Henry the fixth,” fays Fabian,*e* di-
vers tales wer told.  But the moft common fame went, that he was fticken
" with a dagger by the handes of the duke of Gloceter.”

The author of the Continuation of the Chronicle of Croyland fays only,
that the body of king Henry was found lifelef® (exanime) in the Tower.
« Parcat Deus,” adds he, “ & {patium poenitentie ei donet, guicungue facri-
legas mahus in chriftum Domini aufus eft imnfittere.  Unde et agens tyranni,
patienfque gloriofi martyris titulum mereatur.,” The prayer for the murderer,
that he may live to repent, proves that the paflage was written immetliately
ifter the murder was committed. That the affaffin deferved the appellation
of tyrant, evinces that the hiftorian’s fufpicions went high; but as he calls
him guicungue, and as we are uncertain whether he wrote before the death
of Edward the fourth, or between his death and that of Richard the third, we
cannot afcertain which of the brothers he meant. In ftri& conftru@ion he
thould mean Edward, becaufe, as h® is {peaking of Henry’s death, Richard,
then only duke of Gloucefter, could not properly be called a tyrant. But as
monks were not good grammatical critics, I {hall lay no ftrefs on this OI)JC(‘,-
tiop. I do think he alludpd to Richard ; havmg treated him feverely in the
fubfequent part of his hlﬂory, and havmg a true monkifh partiality to Ed-
ward, whofe cruelty and vices he flightly noticed, in favour to that monarch’s
feverity to heretics and ecclefiaftic expiations, “ Is princeps, licet diebus
fuis cupiditatibus & luxui nimis intemperanter indulfifle credatar; in fide
tamen catholicus fummé, hereticorum feveriflimudhoftis, fapientium & doc-
torum hominum clericorumqtie promotor amantiflimus, facimentorum ectle-
fiz devotifimus venerator, peccatorumque fuorum omnium peenitentiflimus
fuit.” That monfter Philip the fecond poffeffe® juft the fame virtues. Still,
I fay, let the monk fufpe& whom he would, if Henry was found dead, the
monk was not hkely to krow who murdered Trvcind i Be did, he has not
told us,

* Q.2 * . Hall
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Hall fays, ,“ Poore kyng Henry the ﬁxte, a httle before d:ynvedmf hys

~ realmeahd:mpenal croune, was now in the Tower of London fpoyled of

 his life and all worldly felicite by Richard‘duke of Gloucefter (as the con-
+ ftant fame ranne) whlgh, to thintent that king Edward his brother fhould be

- clere out of al fecret fufpicyon of fuddeg, invalien, murthered the faid king
- with® dagger.” Whatever Richard was, it fcems he was a moft excellent

and kind-hearted brother, afid ferupled not on any occafion to be the Jack
Ketch of the times. We fhall fee' him foon (if the evidence were to be be-
dieved)® perform the fame friendly office for Edward on their brother Cla-
‘rence. And we muft admire that he, whofe dagger was{o flethed in murder
for the fervice of another, fiould bé fo put to it to find the means of making
away with his ncphews, whofe deaths were confiderably ‘more effential to.
him. But can this accufation be allowed gravely? If Richard afpxred to the
crown, whofe whole condu@ during Edward’s reign was a fcene, as we are
told, of plaufibility and decoriim, would he officioufly and unnmcmely have
taken on himfelf the odium of flaying a faint-like monarch, adored by the
people? Was it his interelt to fave Edward’s charaCler at the expence of his
own? Did Henry ftand in bis way, depofed, imprifoned, and now childle _/3‘
The blind and indiferiminate zeal with which every crime committed in that
bloody age was placed to Richard’s account, makes it greatly probable, that
intereft of party had more hand than tfuth in drawing his picture. Other
- eruelties, which I fhall mention, and to which we know his motives, he cer-
tainly commanded ; nor am I defirous to purge him where I find - him guilty :
but mob-ftories ‘or Lancaftrian forgeries ought to, be mje&ed from fober
bzﬁory ; nor can they be repeated, without expoﬁng the wrrber to the 1mpu-
tauon of weaknc{e and vulgar creduhty. :

e

; | R The murder of his brother Clarmce.

Y :
l‘n thc examinftion of this amc}e, 1 ihall fer afide our hzftonams (whofe
gqﬂipmg narratives; as we have feen, deferve hME"rggm'd) becaufe we have
~_better authority to dire@ our‘enqumes and this is, the attainder of the duke
.of Clarence, as it is fet forth jn the Parliamwtary Hlﬁ:m'yl' (copied indeed:
from Habington’s Life of Edward the fourth), afnd by“the editors of that hxf-
mry juftly fuppof;d to be taken from Stowe, who had féen the ongxnal bill
. 7 y it Of
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nﬁ& Edward dukg,

&coe%r tg‘\‘ Henry

;ptﬂt hittue Jeft. lafting ' umprcﬂ;om on Edward’s mind,

c ‘,Mmmﬁm particularly
rs and' necromancers ; a charge,

< ade ufe mf in that age.-~ Eleanor Cobham, mfe
f Gloucefter, hat

s a common charge ; and I think, fo late as the reign
of Buckingham was faid to have confulted

been condemned on a llel accu -+

fuch like cattle, on the fucceflion of* the crown. = Whether
guilty we cannot cafily tell; for in thofe times neither the pub-
fonerwere. often favoured w:th knowing the evidence on which
' m W.ﬂ - Nor was much information ‘of that fort giwen to or
aﬁw Mﬁ\éﬁt Metf previois to bllla of attamder* The duke of Qh—

1 *great enemy of their haufe, and Md even becn declared
the fixth apd his fon prince Edwards Condu@ fo abfurd

not, to be effaced by

* Clarenee’s. fubfiquent tréachery 1o Henry: andw:rwmku ‘The Chronicle of
¢ Croy fand miettion: the Gll-bumour and difcontents of Clarence ; and all our
authors agrec, that he kept no terms with the queen and her relations ¥,
ﬂahmgmn adds, that thefe dxfcomcnts were .fecmly fomented by the duke

,,,,

! " 'l‘tmt Chmmcl; whtégpow and thm#ho

]ady Glouceﬁer wa& too alert for Mm, and

i‘cldom,m moumnmt&l, gives a curions account  difcovered the lady Anne in the drefs of a

of the

of Richard duke of Gloucefter cookmaid in London, and’ romoved het to the

and ‘Anne ﬂmkwlnth«! ‘have founid in no other.  fan&uary of fuint Martin. The brothers plgad-

aythor'; and which feems t tax the envyand
pacioufnefs ¢ ﬁlmnce as sh:':‘aufu ofﬂtlm ‘:;'

fenﬁon lﬁl\um the brothers. “This mxmmt,

trothed to Bdmrdﬂ;:m of Wﬂgp,

‘ "'*Qdkd by all our hiftorians, and
peare’s mzﬂieﬂy fcene, -

=

, fiha itls Warwici, dg@;%u
prefato bello de Tewkibury qcc-;‘bpt"
e o ‘G}M&I&r defired her Tor his
‘ "h,,:had mméd lh’e dddt

my oi#rf», is the more remark-
‘Asine is pofitively faid to have beﬁewzd the maiden on Gloucefter, and parted

:ﬁ:ﬁs Henrici, cui domina -

edeah his caufe in perfon before their elder
othcr in conucil 5 and cvery man, fays the aua
t‘hor,'ndmsréd the ftrength of their refpeltive ar

8. ‘The king compofed their differences,

t.hq eftate bdween him and Clarence ; the count-

ry the ﬁxtfx, and. not his’ w:dow, as efs of W ar\vtv;c’ﬁ, mother of the heirefies, and who

had brought that valt wealth to the houfe of Ne-
il remaining the only {QfFerer, being redufed to a
“ftate of abfolute neceflity, as appearsfrom Dug-
“dale, In Buch times, under fuch defpotic difpenfa-
tions, the greateft crimes were.only confequences. .
‘of thedeeconomy of government®—Note, that fir
“Richard Baker is { abfiird as to make Richard
efpoufe the lady Anneafter his aceeflion, :hough
he had 2 fon by her ten ygars old at that time. ;
Q
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of Glonceﬁera Perhaps they were: Gloncefter ccrtamly kcpt falr with the
queen, and profited largely by the forfeiture of his brother.  But whete Jjea~

« of “an biftorian ; and though he may

lduﬁeaare fecretly fomented in a court, they feldom come to the knowlcdgc
have gueffed right from collateral cir

'oumftances,” thefe infinugtions are mere gratis difta, and can only be treated
as furmifes *.  Hall, Hollmgfhed and S;p.gve, fay not a word of Richard
being €ie perfon who put the fentence in execution; but, on the contmry, ;
they all fay he opcnly refifted the murder of Clarcncc all too record another
circumftance, which is perfe@ly ridiculous, that Clarence was drowned in a
barrel or*butt of malmfey. ‘Whoever can believe that a butt of wine was thc
engine of his death, may believe that Richard helped him into it, and kept
him down till he was fuffocited. But the ftrong evidence on which Rxchard
muft be acquitted, and indeed even of having contributed to his death, was
the teftimony of Edward himfelf. Being fome time afterward folicited ‘to
pardon a notorious cfiminal, the king’s conftience broke forth: “ Unhappy
‘brother 1” cried he,  for whom no man would interceed—yet ye can all bc:
interce{Tors for a villain ! * 1f Richard had been inftigator or executioner, it
is not likely that the king would have affumed the whole mercilefs crunmahty
to himfelf, without beffowing a due fhare on his brother Gloucefter, Ts it

poffible to renew the charge, and not recollet this acquxttal' R s

The three preceding accufations are evidently uncertain and improbable,
What follows is more obfeure; and it is on the enfuing tranfattions that I ven
tuge to pronounce that we have little or no authority on which to form pofitive
‘conclufions. T fpeak more pamcularly of the deaths of Edward the fifth and
his brother. Tt ‘will, T think, appear very prob]cmanc whether they were
murdered or not: and even if they were murdered, it is impoffible to believe
the account as fabricated and divulged by Henry the feventh, on whofe tefti-
mony the murder muft reft at laft ; for they who fpeak moft pdfmvely, revert

" to the ftory which he was pl’eafed‘to publith 'elcven years after their fuppofed

L
. * The Chronicle above quoted afferts, that the
fpeaker of the houfe of commons demgnded the
exccution of Clarence. Is it credible that on a
i pr&%eeding fo public and fo folemn for that age,
the brother of the offended monarch and of the
royal criminal fhould have been deputed, or
would have ftoeped tp fo vile an office? On fuch

€

occafions do aﬂ.umry princes want tools ? Was
Edward’s court {o virtuous or.fo humane, that it
could furnifh no affaflin but the firlt prince of the
blood ? When the houfe of commons undertook
to colour the king's refentment, was every mem-

ber of it too fcrupulous to lend his hand %o the
deed ? ’

deaths,
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,gpt!\s gnd which is fo abfurd, fa moohcrent. and fo repugnant to dates and

othzr fadts, that, as itisno longer neceffary to pay court to his majefty, It is no

longer ncceﬂiry not to treat his affertions as an impudent fiion. J come

dire@ly to this point, becaufe the intervening artcles of the exechtion of,

Rivers, Gray, Vaughan, and Hafhngs, will. natumlly find theu' placc in that

dxi‘qmﬁtm. s, ‘
, e ¢ .

And here it wll be important to examine thofe hx&onans on whofe relation
the ﬁory firft depends.  Previous to this I muft aftertain one or. two dates,
for they are ﬂubbom evidence and cannot be rejected : they exift evesy where,
and cannot be prcfcnbcd even from a court calendar, . th

.
Edward the fourth died April gth, 1483.
* &dward, his eldeft fon, was then thirtden years of age..

Rlchard duke of York, his fecond fon, was then. about nine..

We havc but two cotemporary hnﬁonans, the author of theChromclc of
* Croyland, and John Fabian. The firlt, who wrote in his convent, and
only mentioned incidentally affairs of ftate, is very barren and concife : he
appears indeed not to have been ill informed, and {ometimes cven in a fitua=
tion of pcrfonally knowing the tranfa&ions of the times ; forin one place we
are told in a marginal note, that the doétor of the canon law, and one of the
lnng s counfellors, who was fent to Calais,.was the author of the Continua=
tion, Whenever therefore his aflertions are pofitive, and not merely flying
reports, he ought to be admitted as fair ev¥dence, fince we have no better.
And yet a monk who bufies himlelf in. recording the infignificant events of
h;s own order or monaftery, and who was-at_moft occafionally made ufe of,
‘was not. Jlkcly to, know the moft impoftant and moft myfterious fecrets of
ftate ; 1 mean, as he was not emplo'ycd in thofe iniquitous tranfu@ions—If he
had been, we thould learn: or might expect ftill Jefs truth from him,
- .
}ohn.hbun was a mercbant,/and had been fheriff of London, and died in
1512 he-canfequently lived on the fpot at that very interefting perigd. Yet
no theriff was ever lefs quahﬁed to write a hiftory of England. Jis narrative
is dry, uncnrcnmﬁantla;, and unimportant : he mentions the deaths of princes

and r.evollmom oﬁ government, with the fame phlegm and brevity as he
: _ : 1 & . would
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would fpeak of thc appointment of ehurchwardem- -1 fay not thla ﬁ'gm W\%?
partiality, or to decry the {imple man as croffing my opinion ;- for. Fabmna
teftimogy is far from bearing hard againft Richard, even though he wrote
ander Henry the feventh, who would have fuffered no apology for, his: rival,
and whofe reign was employed not only in extirpating the houfe of York,
but in forging the moft:4trocious calumnies to blacken their membories; and i
mva,hdase their _]uﬂ cla.lm. hrid

But the great {ource from whence all laterluﬁonans have taken theu‘ mh—
terials fors the reign of Richard the third, is fir Thomas More. Graftoh,
the next in order, has copied him verbatim : fo does Hollingthed~~and we
are told by the former in a marginal note, that {ir Thomas was under-therifi
of London when he compofed his work. It is in truth a compofition, and | a
- very beautifal one. He was theg in the vigour of his fan"y, and frefk. from-
the ftudy of the Greeks and Roman hiftorians, whofe manner he has imitated
in divers«imaginary orations, = They ferve to lengthen an unknown hiftory of .
little more than two months into a pretty fizeable volume ; buvm 0o more.
to be received as genuine, than the falls they are adduced to countenance.
An under-fheriff of London, aged but twenty—exgh;, and recently marked -
with the difpleafure of the crown, was not likely to be furnifhed with ma~ "
terials from any high authority, and could not receive ‘them from the beft
autherity, ‘I mean the adverfe pirty, who were profcribed, and all their
chiefs banithed or put to death.” Let us again recur to dates * Sir. Thomas b
Moye was born in 1480 : he was appointed under-theriff in 1 503 anfl three
years before had offended Henry the feventh in the tender point of oppofing
a fubfidy.  Buck, the apologift of Richard the third, afcribes the authorities
of fir Thomas to the information ‘of archbifhop Morton ; ‘and it s true that
he had been: Brought up under that prelate ; but Mortan dicd in 1500, when
fir Thomas was but twenty years old, and when he had fcame thought of
‘writing hlﬁory What materials he had gathered from' his mafter were pro=
bably snothing mioré than a general narrative of she preceding times in dif~
courfe at dinner or in a winter’s evening, if fo raw a yauth can be fuppofed ‘
to have been admitted to famikiarity with a. prelate of that rank and prime
‘minifter, Byt granting that. fuch pregnant parts as More’s had leaped the
barrier of dlgmty, and mﬁnua'ed hnnfelf into the archbxihop s favour 3 coul& '

N dec ong Bntanmca, p- 31 1 B & he
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have drawn from a mow‘mph*m# Mm'had natonly vtolated |
his allegiar a&”’to Richard, but had been the chief engine to dethrone him®and
to M'rbaﬂavdfcion ‘on the throne. Of all men living there could net be
ore fufpicious teftimeny than'the. prelate’s, except the king’s: and hid the
sifhop feleted More for the hiftotian of thofe dark fcenes; who had fo |
much mtq%ﬁ to bhkdken Blchard as the man who *had rifen to be prime
‘minifter to his rival? Take it ther&fk ore either way, thas the archbifhop did
or did not pitch on a young man of twenty to write that ‘hxﬁory, hls autho-
rxty was as fufpxc:ous as could be. i s i
It mwy be faid, on =the other hand, that fir Thomas, who had fmarted for
his boldnefs (for ‘his father, a judge of the kinge bench, had been impri-
foned and fined for his fon's offence), had had little inducement to flatter the
Lancaﬂ:rhn caufe. It is-very true; nor am I dnclined to impute adulation to
one of the honefteft ftatefmen and bnghte& names in ousannals. He who
feorned to fave his life by bending to the will of the fon, was not likely to
canvafs the favour of the father, by proﬂltutxng his pen to the humour of the
court. I take the truth to be, that fir Thomas wrote his Reign of Edward
“the fifth as he wrote his Utopia ; to amufe his leifure and exercife his fancy.
He took up a paltry canvas, and embroidered it with a flowing defign as his
imagination fuggefted the colours. ' I fhould deal more feverely with his
refpected memory on any other-hypethefis. He has been guilty of fuch pal-
pable and material falfehoods, as, while they deftroy his credit as an hiftorian,
would reproach his veracity as a man, if we could i impute them to premedi-
tated perverfion of truth, and not to youthful devity and i inaccuracy. Stand-
~ ing as they do, the fole g'round-work of that reign's hiftory, I am authonzed
to pronoynce the work, invention and romance. ,
. v
Pohdorc ergx! a foreigner, and author of a hght Latin hiftory, was here
during the reigns of Henry the feventh and clghth I may quote him now-
and-then, and the Chromcle of Croyland ; but neither furnifhgs us with much
light. : ; . o

- There. wu\:nnﬂlqr foreign wnter m that age of far greater authorityy
whofe: neghg%nt ﬁmﬁmty and veracity are utqueftionable ; who “had great
oppertunities of knomng our ﬁory, and whofe tcﬁunony is corroborated by

VoulL = , | e . R
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oni‘ reéot'ds T mean Phnhp de Comines.© He and Buck agree mth rmé‘ an-
ﬂer and thh the rolls of parha.ment ﬁr Thomas More ‘mth none of thezm

Bea'k, fo long exploded 4374 1avelof paradoxes, and a8 an advocatc for a
.monfter, ‘gains new credit the deeper this dark fcene is fathomed. ,\Undoubt-
edly Buck has gone tdo far ; nor are his ftyle gnd method to be admired.
Wxthevery intention of vindicating’ Richtrd, he does but authenticate his
crimes, by fearching in other ftory for parallel inftances of what he calls
policy. +No doubt politicians will acquit Richard, if confeflion of his crimes
be pleaded in defence of them. Policy will juftify his taking off opponénts.
Pohcy will maintain him in removing thofe who would have barred his ob-
taining the crown, whethar he thought he had a right to it, or was deter-
mined to obtain it. Morahty, -efpecially in the latter cafe, cannot take his
part. I fhall fpeak more to this immediately. Rapin conceiveds doubts 3
but, inftead of purfying them, wandered after judgments ; and they will .lead
a man wherever he has a mind to be led. Carte, with more manly threwd-
nefs, has fifted°many parts of Richard’s ftory, and guefled happily. My part
has lefs penetration ; but the Parliamentary Hiftory, the comparifon of dates,
and the authentic monument lately come to light, and from which I fhall
give extra@s, have convinced me, that if Buck is too favourable, all our '
other hiftorians are blind guides, and have not made out a twentieth part of
then' aflertions. i

The ftory of ,Edward the fifth is thus related by fir Thomas More, aud
copied from him by all our hiftorians. : e

When the king his father died, the prince kept his court at Ludlow, un-
der the tuition of his maternal uncle Anthony earl Rivers. Richard duke of
- Gloucefter was in the north, retufning from his fuccefsful expedition againft
the Scots. The queen wrote inftantly to her brother to bring up the - young
~ king to London, with a train of two thoufand horfe : a fac allowed by hif~
tosans, and whith, whether 2 prudent cautioneor not, was the firt overt-a&t
of the new reign; and likely to ftrike, as it did firike, the duke of Glou-
« cefter and the ancient nobility with. a jealoufy, that the queen intended to
exclude them from the adminiftration, and to govern in concert with her
own family. It is not improper to obferve, that no precedent authorized her
to affume fuch power. ]oan, prmcefs dowager of Wales, and widow of the

¢ =8 . black
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Hack prince, had no fhare in the governmcm: during the minority of her fon
Richard the fecond. - Catharine of Valois, widow of Henry the fifth, was
alike excluded from the regency, though her fon was but a year old. eAnd
* §f Ifabella governed on the depofttion of Edward the fecond, it was by an

ufurped power, by the fame power that had contributed to dethrone her huf-,

band ; a power fandified by, no title, and confirmed by no aé of parliament*,
The,.ﬁrﬁ ftep to a female regency % enacted, though it mever took placu was
many years nfterwards, in the reign of Henry the enghth ‘

Edward, on his death-bcd, had patched up a reconciliation between his
wife’s kindred and the great lords of the court ; particularly between the
marquis Dorfet, the queen’s fon, and the lord chamberlain Haftings, Yet
whether the difgufted lords had only feemed to yield, to fatisfy the dying
king, orewhether the fteps taken by the queen gave them new caufe of um=
brage, it appears that the duke of Buckingham was the §rft to communicate
his fufpicions to Gloucefter, and to dedicate himfelf to his fervice. Lord
Haftings was fcarce lefs forward to join in like meafifres : anll all three, it is
pretended, were {o alert, that they contrived to have it infinuated to the
queen, that it would give much offence if the young king fhould be brought

to London with fo.great a force as the had ordered ; on which fuggcﬂ;wm the N o .

wrote to lord Rivers to countermand her firft du'e&xons.

It ,_is‘diﬂicult not to fufpe@, that “our hiftorians have imagined more plot-
ting in this tranfa&ion than could eafily be compafled in fo fhort a period,
and in an age when no communication could be carried on but by fpecidl
meﬂ'engers,, in bad roadsy and with no relays of poft-horfes.

Edward the fourth died April 9th and his fon made his entrance into
* London f May 4th. It is not probable that the queen communicated her
dire@ions for bringing up her fon with an armed force to the lords of the
council, and her newly reconciled enemies. But fhe might be betrayed.
Still it required fome time *for Buckingham to fend his fervant Percival

"' * Twelve guardians were appointed by par- for not obdying a fummons to parliament. I’xd:
liament, and the earl of Lancafter entrufted Parkiam. Hift. vol. 1, p. 208, 215.

with the care of the king’s perfon. The latter - + Vide the aét of fucceffion in Parliam. Hift.
being excluded frou; exercifing his charge by vol. 3, p. 127.

:he queen and Mortimer, gave that as a reafon - § Fabian,

R2 » (though



| '.:". éﬂer@then Iay b for Perciyal’s retutn (1t muﬁ beobferved teo that the‘
3 ‘ke‘qf ‘Buckingham i Wales, confequently did not learn the- queen’s
rders upon the fpot, but either réccwed the account ftom* ’Londm’x,%

.J@ﬁfnt it from Ludlow), for the two dukes to fend inflruétions’ to. theu"

*cdnfederates in London; for the’ xm’preﬂ';gn to be made ‘on the queen,and for
“her dipatching her cdunter-ordexs for Percival to poft back ‘and meet Glou-
‘cefter at Nottmgham, and for returning thence and bringing his . mafter

Buckingham to meet Richard at Northampton, at the very time of the ﬂng’.s' :

arrival there. = All this might happen, undoubtedly ; and yet who will be-
lieve, that fuch ‘myfterious and rapid negotiations came to the knowledge of
fir Thomas More twenty-five years afterwards, when, as'it will appear; he
knew nothing. of very matcnal and pubhc facts that happened at the fame
perxod? g o il ‘10 Fik
‘But whether the circumftances are true, or whether artfully 1magmed, it
is certain that the king witha fmall force arrived at Northampton, and thence

proceeded to Stony Stratford.” Earl Rivers remained at Northampton, where

~he was cajoled by the two dukes till the time of reft, when the gates of the
" inn were fuddenly locked, and the earl made prifoner.  Early in the morn-
© ing the two dukes haﬁened to Stony Stratford, where in the king’s pt&fem
they picked a quarrel with his other half-brother the lord Richard Grey,
accufing him, the marquis Dorfet, and their uncle Rivers, ‘of ambitious and

hoftile defigns, to which end the marquis had entercd the Tovver, tafkm'

trcafure thence, and f¢nt a forc& to fea. < s
&k 'n 2

o« Tbe_/é things, fays fir Thomas, the dubes knew: were Jom' Sor gooa' and

meceffary purpofes, and by appointment of the council; but ﬁmwbat they muf?

ﬁzy.” As fir Thomas has not been pleafed to {pecify thofe purpofes, and as

in thofe times at leaft privy councillors were exceedingly complaifant to the
-ruhpg powers, he muft allow us to doubt whcthgrth’é purpbfes of the queen s

# Tt fhould be remarked too, that the dul:e of to fokmn'ize a funcml forium but thn’vcry
Gloucefter is pofitively faid to be celddrati ng his circumftance “takes off from the probability of
brother’s obfequics there. It not only frikes off Rwhqrdtmng as yet laid any plan for difpofs
part of the term by allowing the neceffary time . feffing This nephew. Would he have loitered at

for the news of king Edward’s death to reach’ York at fuch a crifis, if hc had mtendcd' lo ﬁap-

York, and for the preparanons to be made there into the ﬂn-one ? :
W ". | AR relatmns



Wi - bar hts pretcn-
+vhe had fcrvcﬂ the Jiate with - bravery, fuccefs ~amd“'-vﬁdehty and the
herfelf, who had been infulted by Clarence, had had no cuu[; to comi-
P loucefter. Yet all her condu& intimatgd defigns of governing by
fomg% the name of her fon *. If thefe faQs are iu;pamalfy ftated; and
ounded on the confeffion of thofe who inveigh moft bitterly againlt R:-
| chard’s %emory, let us allow that at leaft thus far he agted as moft princes
awonld 'havq donc in hm {ituation, in a lawlefs and ba;bqrous age; and rather
) _than from any befm-;ommﬁ ambitton and fyftem,
H the mgnxﬂm{ Percival are true, Buckingham was,the devil thag*tcmpr.gd ‘
Rh:hugl, and if Ricbard fiill wanted inRigation, thcré;t muit follow, that -
‘e had not nm:xdend chumths funth, his. fon, and larence, to pave. his
“own way to the crown. If this ﬁne @ory of Bupkmgham and Percival is not
true, what becomqf*f qre s crcdxt, on wh:ch the whole fabrch

@i"uﬁ“’ |
leansi L A i S

Lora Rlchard ﬁr'l%mu Vaughin, and fi ; R:cbard Hawtc, w¢re arreﬁed
and, with Jord Rivers, fent prifoners to Pomfret, while the dukeé condu&cd
the kmg by eafy ﬁages to Lc%don.

7\ .' el -;;,A R0

‘»,}i , "."«Q, i

ened took ﬁn&uary at Wcﬁmm&cr

'Gﬂfmi‘ fays, « and i i ‘on& a8y % fame place it appears, hat sie afguu-cntufc&

he was meerelt of kinne unto the g e, fo was ‘ktpﬂlﬂ"uadc the queen from employing force was,
he planted ne re about the prince.” p. 761 : and  that it would be a of the accommodhtion
again, p. 762, “ the duke of Gloucefter under- made by the latc king between her relations and
ftanding that ¢l _ ’u, which were about the the great lerds : ana fo undou}m:dly it was: and
king, e: hxg:wp to hi CQFPW; : though they are accufed of molntmg the peace,
accompaniet ) Mpdwsgr of their friendes, it is plain that the queen’s infinlerity had been
that it fhou ”m,ﬁ&xng his pur- @t lealt equal to theirs, and that the infringement:
pofe to paﬂ; rath

herying and affemble of
peoplc. and in rﬂw. oP npt'n wary” &c In

' !
" A it

of the reconciliation commenced on her fide,

. .
o with
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wuh her other fon the duke of York, and the princefles her daughters, -
Rmhéma, archbifhop of York and lord-chancellor, repaired to her with the
great {eal, and endeavoured to comfort her difmay with a friendly meflage he
had received from Haftings, who was'with the confederate lords on the road.
“A woe worth him !” quoth the queen, “for it is he that goeth about to
dcﬁroy me and my blood !’ Not a word is faid of her fufpefting the duke of
Gloucefter. The archbifhop feems to have Been the firft who entertained any
fufpicion ; and yet, if all that our hiftorian fays of him is true, Rotheram |
was far from being a fhrewd man : witnefs the indifcreet anfwer which heis ' *
faid to have made on this occafion. “ Madam,” quoth he, * be of good com-
fort, and affure you, if they crown any other king than your fon whom they
now have, we fhall on the ngorrow crown his brother whom you have here
‘with you.” . Did the filly prelate think that it would be much confolation to
a mother, whofe eldeft fon might be murthered, that her younger for would

be crowned in prifon? Or was fhe to be fatisfied with fecing one fon entitled
to the crown, and the other enjoying it nominally 2

He then delivered the feal to the queen, and as hghtly fent for it hack im-
mediately after.

The dukes continued their march declmng they were bungmg the king
to his coronation, Haftings, who feems to have preceded them, endeavoured
to pacify the apprehenfions which had been raifed in the people, acquainting
them that the arrefted lords had been imprifoned for plottmg againft the
dtikes of Gloucefter and Buckingham. As both thofe princes were of the
blood royal ¥, this ‘accufation was not ill founded, it haymg' cvxdendy been

* Henry duke of Buokmgham was the imme- ftock duke of Gloucefter, the youngeﬁ fon of
didte defcendant aud heir of Thomas of Wood- Edward the tlmd, as mll appeu by tlns table <,

Thomas duke of Gloucefter. s o PR

R . Annc-——-—-Edmund eurlo(": ‘: " N
iy O fole dr. and beirefs. | k4
Humphrey duke of Bucks.

Humphtey lord Staﬁ'ord.

' Henry duke of Bucks. e :
CRtis plam that Buckingham was influenced.” fifter he had married. Hcm'y the cxgltfh did not

by this nearnefs to the crown; for it made him overlook the proximity of blood, when he after-

overlook his own alliunce with the queen, whofe wards put to death the fon of this duke.

4 . ‘the



Tt REIGN* oF ﬂﬂ%‘r MGHHRD so MRERE
'the Intenmm, as T have thown, to e thcm rom any Biacein the adminiftra-
tion, to which, by the cuftom of ‘the realm, they were entitled.  So tuch
Jependh on this foundation, that I fhall be excufed from enforcing it.» The
queen’s party were the aggreflors; and*though that alone would not jultify all
the following exceffes, yet we muft not judge of thafe times by the prefent,
Neither the crown nor the great men were reftraiied by fober eftablithed
forms and proceedings as they aré at pﬂfcm, and from the death of Bdward
the third, force alone had ditated. Henry the fourth had fiepped into the
throne contrary to all juftice. A title fo defetive had opened-a. door to at-
tempts as violent ; and the various innovations introduced in the latter years

" of Henry the ﬁxth had annihilated all ideas of order. Richard duke of York
had been declared fucceffor to the crown duringghe life of Henry and of his
fon prince Edward, and, as appears by the Parliamentary fo’cory, though
not nosiced by our carelefs hiftorians, was gven appointed prince of Wales,
The duke of Clarence had received much fuch another declaration in his fa-
.vour during the fhort reftoration of Henry. What temptations were thefe
wprecedents to an affronted prince! We fhall fee {don what encouragement

. they gavcm to examine clofely into his nephew’s pretenfions ; and how
imprudent it was in the queen to provoke Gloucefter, when her very exift-
ence as queen was liable to ftrong obje@ions. Nor ought the fubféquent ex-
ecutions of lord Rivers, lord Richard Grey, and of lord Haﬁmgs himfelf, to
be caaﬁdered in fo very firong a light, as they would appear in if aéted in
modern times.  During the wars of York and Lancafter, no forms of trial
had been obferved. Not only peers taken in battle had been put to death
without proeefs, but whoever, though not. s arms, was made prifoner Sy
the vi€torious Pparty, underwent the fame fate; as was the cafe of Tiptoft:
earl of Worce&er, who had fled and was taken in difguife. ‘Trials had never
been ufeg with any degrec of ftrictnefs,eas at prefent; and thongh Richard"

_was purfued and killed as an ufurper, the Solomon that_ fucceeded him was
nota jot lefs a tyrant, * Henry the eighth was flill lefs of a temper-to give:

, greamiﬂuhdc to the laws,, In fa&, little ceremony or jadicial procegling

 was obfcfvcd on trials, till the reign of Elizabeth, who, though decried of
late. forvhcg defpoufm, in order to give fome fhadow of countenance to-
the tym;ny of thc Stuarts, was the firt of our princes under whom any
gravity or equity wu allowed in ca.fes of treafon. . To judge 1mpamally theres.
fore, we‘«nugﬁt to. recali"the* tcmper ‘and manners of the times we read of.
It'is fhoc’:mg tb éat our. enemics but it is not fo thocking ingan Iroquois, as it

S " : *would :
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would be in the king of Pruﬂia And this is all I contcnd for, that the
: cnmes ‘of Richard, which he really committed, at leaft which we have rea-
fon t® believe he committed, were more the crimes of the age than of the
‘man ; and except thofe executions 8f Rivers, Grey, and Haftings, I defy
any body to prove one other of thofe charged to his account, from any good

authority.
@Y,
tis allegcd that thc partifans of Gloucefter flrictly guarded the fan&uary,'.
" to prevent farther refort thither ; but Sir Thomas confefles too, that drvers
lords, knights, “and geﬂtleﬂzcn, either for favour of the queen, or Jor fear of
themfelves, affembled companies, and went flocking togetber in_barnefs. Let us
firip this paragraph of its, hiftoric bufkins, and it is plaln that the queen’s
party took up arms™. 'This is no indifferent circdmftance. She had plottcd'
“to keep pofleflion of the king, and to govern in his name' by force, sbut had
been outwitted, and her family had been imprifoned for the attempt.” Con-
fcious that fhe was difcoveredf¥perhaps reafonably alarmed at Gloucefter’s
defigns, fhe had fecured herfelf and her younger children in fan&uary. Nea;
ceflity rather than law jultified her proceedings: But what ‘excufe can bey
made for her faGion having recourfe to arms? Who was authorized, by the
tenour of former reigns, to guard the kmg 8 perfon till parliament fhould de-
clare a regency, but his uncle and the princes of the blood ? Endeavouring
to eftablith the queen’s authority by forcg, was rebellion againft the Iags. 5 |
ftate this mmutely, becaufe the fa has never been attended to ; and later
hiftotians pafs it over, as if Richard had hurried on the depofition of his ne-
phews without any colour of decency, and without the leaft provocation to
any of his proceedings. Haftings is even faid to kave warned the citizens -
that matters were likely /o come to a ficld (to a battle) from the oppofition. of
the adverfe party, though as yet nq, fymptom had appeared of deﬁgns againft
the king, whom the two dukes were bringing to his co'roﬁation Nay, it
is not probable that Gloucefter had as yet meditated ‘fiore than fecuring the’
regency ; for, had he had deligns on the crown, would he have weakened his -
own claim by affluming the proteftorate, which he could not accept but by
acknowledging the title of his ‘nephew? This in truth feems to me to have
been the cafe. The ambition ‘of the queen and her family alarmed the princes
mand the nobxhty Gloucefter, Buckmgham, Haﬁmgs, and many more had

*(This s confirmed by the Chronicle of Croylnnd, P. SOOI
. : dfﬂcked








