
" A MOR E ERTAI ME T. 

CUR RET. 
What then, you own 1 h ve guelfed right? Ho kind 0 pr fer me to 

him! Where is your retr at? I will come to you the moment he i gone to 
reft. On kifs firft--

ALMADIN . 
Ra{h mortal, forbear! Know, I am not of your fpecies-. " 

C V R R E NT. 
My dear lady, you have lived in this damned ifland till you h ve forgo 

your own language- ou mean, you are not of my fe .-1 fee it by -that 
fnowy bofom, and I flatter my£; If you are n t forry that e are f d" £Ferent 
fpeci s. Lord l what pI a[t1:re it will be to hear our children pratt! ! 

A L MAD I N E. 
Offend not the purity of fupernatural organs by yout' licentious ideo.s-I 

tell you I am-
CUR R EN T. 

A fupernatural beauty, I allow; but your organs, I truft, at" not over .. 
natural. 

ALMADINE. 
Be dumb for a moment, if poffible. I am a fairy. 

CUR R EN T. 
The devil you arc! Yop are monfiroully grown. 

that fairies were not a thought titHer than Lilliputian • 

AL M AD IN E. '. 

I have always heard . 

I am of a fuperior order. This ifland is under my pa rOflClge. I am fove .. 
reign of the wefrern ocean. You and Padlock w re both fhipwi ... r:ked on 
this coaft by my order. Your deftiny is in my hands. You can never dc· 
part hence but by my permiffion: and I repeat it to you, your life will end 
the moment you reveal the inviolable feeret of having feen me. 

eRR E T. 
\Vhat, not even to Padlock? 

5 AL MAD IN E. 
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A L M AD IN E. 
Above all men, no't to him. 

CUR R EN T. 
~ Bri ng any other man hither, and I will not defire , to tell Padlock; for, 
betw en you and me, he is the worft perron upon earth for a confident. 

ALMADINE. 

What, is.he as communicative as yourfelf? 
r 

CUR R EN T. 
b, lord! for a fairy you are a woful gueIrer! . H e communicative! W y, 

he ould not tell if I bid him-nay, I don't think he would, even if I fwore 
him to fecrecy. 

ALMADINE. 
I find the truft I place in you, is in good hands-but you know the. 

penalty. [val1ifoe.r·] 
CUR R E N T, alone. 

Stay, fray; where the devil is £he? Madam fairy, lady patronefs, what' 
your name, queen of the ocean- Zounds, file is gone.-Supernatural in­
deed! Not fay I hav-e feen you? 'Faith, I don't know whether I have or not. 
I had -fifty quefrions to afk her-Seen her; feen whom? ~Tbom can I fay 
I have feen? A gentlewoman fralks in from behind a rock, acquaints a body 
with her fllpernaturality, which was not at all the thing I wanted with her, 
tells me I am a dead man if 1 mention having een her, and whifk! £he is 
out of fight, without even leaving me a card with her direction. Who the 
devil will believe me? Aye, and moreover £h fays £he ordered me to be 
iliipwrecked-Very kind, truly! I' am certainly bound in honour to keep fo 
obliging a fecret.-And Padlock, too-;-ilie £hipwrecked him likewife­
Well, {he did not bid me not to tell that. I may certain1y acquaint him 
with what relates to himfelf-I will do it, thus: " A certain fairy, that 
{hall be namelefs-Don"t, Padlock, don't prefs me-a lady',s name, you 
know, muil: not be imparted to the neareft friend-nay, nor don't afk me 
how I came to know it; but be afl'ur.ed a certain fairy-not that I have li en 
her, I don' t fay I have; 1 cannot help what you may eonjeCture."- Ay, 
that will do; I can never be frruck dead for what he may gtlefs-I hope be 

J will 
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will guefs.-':"Guefs! what can he guefs? If I was to tell him ver fo plainfy, 
he would not believe me.-Padlock, with all his r ligiort, I am convinced 
i an unbeliever---,and therefore wh re c n be the h rro f telling him ~ hat 
he .will think a lie ?-Well, bl;1t fuppofe I t 11 hi~u up n my hOf\oU 'X have 
not feen a woman thef4 twelve hours-bis fufpicious nature ill conclude 
by the abruptnefs of tbe affertion that I bave feen one, and thu he will find 
out my feeret while I ndeavour to keep it from him. It fhall be fo . 

• 

ECHO. It lhall be fo. 

CUR R EN T. 
Ha! who was that? 'Faith, I believe it was an echo-What a fortunate 

difcovery !-Egad, I'll tell ~cho ' the fe ret; and if {he t -11s adl 10k, it is no 
anlt of mine-If he is within a mile h £hall know it-[baw/s Vcr lid] 

.Padlock, P dlock, I bave feen a- [ALMAI)INE appcarl.] -a tig r. 
, (S'lIt: df/ap/tars.] 

9 U R R E N T. 
A fairy, quotha! Why, {he is an errant hoeus pocus-I i good, how­

ever, to have prefence of mind-I ~ e I mu{\: be upon my guard-Now for 
t Uing my feeret, without telling it-[bowIs] Padlock, Padlock, don't be-
lieve I Lave juft feen -a fairy-

ECllO. Believe I have jufi feen a fairy. 

CUR R · N T. [ALMADINE p}pcar;/'.] 

Oh! oh! 1 am a dead tn 1:1 ! 

A L MAD I N (, 
What were thofe founds I hea~d? Is t i your feerccy? Do YOll infult my 

powe ? Do you proclaim to the e~hos what 1 chargeu you nc cr to utter? 

, CUR R E N T. 
As I hope to be faved, your majefiy, that Echo is a damned Har. She 

blunders like an Irt!h footman. l' waS but diCtating a aard to her to carry a 
"ftone"s throw, and (he forgot the Brft word of it. 

ALMADINE . 

• 
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. , A L MAD I N E. 
A you have not totally tIifobeyed me, for the prefent your life is re{'pltedl 

-but as you are in fame degree gl1ilty, you will ere long be deprived of 
faculties that are very dear to you. 

CURRENT~ 
Lord, madam, ~hich? which? If I muLl: be deprived' of fome of my 

faculties. may I not at leaft choofe which ? 
, (AL.MADINE difoIP(ar~l; 

Ec HO'. enoofe which. 

\. CURRENT: 
Alack!' alack! what mall' I do ?' How can I choofe r My' poor dear facu~ 

ties, which of you muO; I give' up ~ My eyes, my ears,. my tongue, my 
hands-, my-Oh, it is impoffible to refolve-Yes, yes, yes, I have it-I. 
have an averfion to farrow-Echo; take notice, I have. made my option;. I 
will give up my t,ea-rs-

ECHO'. Ears., 

CUR R EN T .. 
Ha! my ears! No, no, thou abominable jefuitical q:uibb1i'ng pro{htut-e t I 

did not fay my ears--
ECH .. Ears. 

CURRENT~ 

No" no; I tell you [as loud as he can bawl] tPy tears" my t,. e, a, r,.. 8 .... 

l. 

ECHO. El 3, r, 5 

Etlter FIN E T T E. 
Mcthought I heard man's voice-I have not feen a human creature fince 

I was in this difmal plact .. - The e he is-Sure he win not nurt me-I have 
been told ~ am pretty, and that no man will hurt a pretty woman; I'll ven­
ture.-=-[curiftesJ - Good fir, have compaffion on an innoeent virgin-

C.URRENT. 

I 
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CUR E T. 
She is a fv; e t creature-but why does not {he fpeak? Her lips rom' , but 

no found com from them. Who ar you, pr tty m iden? n ou fp k 
Eng1i{h ? 

FIN E T T E. 
Yes, an' pIe f .. you. 

CUR R E N T. 
Do you mo - me, child? Are you a fairy too? Can't you articulate 

FINETTE. 
I don't und rnand your honour. 

CUR R E N T. 
Child, I am not d af; I don't comprehend th motion of the lips ·ithour. 

founds. Speak aloud if you ha e a mind I Qlould know what you man. 
I am not ufed to talk in dumb {how. 

FIE T T ' 
What can he mean? Perhaps he i a little d alifh-I'll 1i eak louder. y 

name is Finette, your honour; my parents are poor, but very Ion fi, I 
afTure yeo 

CUR R E N T. 
This is certainly fome trick of the fairy. Young woman, I'll kifs you till 

you find your oice-
• 
F 1 i r;: T' T E. 

o dear, I hope your honour won't be rudt: --Ind ed I will cry our. 

• 
CUR R E N T. 

Very ~ ell; I have no objeCtions to th conditions, if you have not--Gncct 
kilfes omft do the bu finefs-[ qffe,..r to RijJ her.] 

(FI N ET1iE jcrcam.r.] 

El1trr PAD L 0 C K. 
'V .at have e here? Current and a pret y wench ! Very ell, very welT, 

Mr. Current, I willi you much joy! 

VOL. II. ~. CURRENT ... 

• 
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CUR R E N T. 
Oh, Padlock, I was trying to open this girl's llps; . fhe does nothing but 

.. make mouths at me. T ry if you can mak her [peak. 

I 

PAD L 0 C K. 
Very willingly, if I may make ufe of your method. 

CUR R E N T. 
What the devil, are you dumb too ?-Have you learnt the filent language 

,of Shis country? You was taciturn enough before. 

PADLOCK. 
~ thought the language I found you praClifing was the tongue of every 

country. 
CUR R E N T. 

Ha, what, ha! Cbme, come, have done fooling. You don't want to be 
kiifed too, I hope? 

FIN E T T E, to PADLOCK. 

Alas, fir, the poor gentleman is either deaf or mad. I have fcreamed a~ 
loud as I could. 

PAD L 0 C K. 
Yes, in good truth, for I heard you to the bottom of the hill. 

CUR R EN T. 
They talk to one another-reem to underfland one another-and yet [ 

don't hear a word they fay.-Lord, lord, lord, f~re I am not deaf! Padlock, 
am I u an 

PAD L 0 C K. 
You are not dumb, at leaft; y~ur tongue runs as faft as ever • 

. 
CUR R E N T. 

Now, for heav n's fake, Padlock, tell me, I conjure you; have you fpoken 
aloud to me,? Am I deaf? Or are you in a plot with lhis imp of the fairies 
to torment me? 

PAD L 0 C K. 
The girl's in the rjght, he is certainly gone mau-he bas talked himfclf 

out of his fc nfc s. 
FIN E T T E. 



• 

, , A MOR L ERT ME T. 299 

FINETT 
Indeed, your h nour, I am afrai th poor gentlemah' head is a little aikew, 

as it were-pardon my boldnefi . 

CUR T. 
What fhall I do to know whether I am really deaf or not? Dear Padlo k, 

'. ... fweet lafs, bawl as loud a you can. . 

PAD L 0 C K and F I 
Do you hear me ? 

CUR R E N T. 
Pho! you only gape. 

PADLO K. 
I tell you, we roared. 

F I ETT 
Yes, indeed did us. 

CUR RET. 

TTE. 

• 

. . .. 

o lord, I doa't hear a. word they fay.-l ill go let off a piftGl at my own 
ear. [Rulli out.] 

PADL C ,FI ETTE. 

PADLOCK. 
Well, pretty maiden, don't look aft r hat fool-my friend, I meao. He 

is a little apt to be thick of hearing- h i quick at tim s . 
• 
FIE T T E. 

Indeed, your honour, hi worfhip feem to b a v ry ci il gentleman i 
the main. • 

PAD L 0 K. 
Ob, he does, does he? And pray how long have his wo fhip and fOU been 

acquainted? 
FIN E T T E. 

Oh~ not the tim~ of drawing a drap of fmall beer, indeed and indeed! 

PAD L 0 C K. 
But what made you fcream out fo lufiily ? 

Q...qz FINETTE. 

• 
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F J NET T E. 
Oh,--ftay; yes, he trod upon my b fl gown. 

PAD L 0 C K. 
So you did not cry out b caufe he Hfed you? 

.. 
FIN E T T E. 

• . ' 

Yes j no-yes, I might [cream, but indeed I believe the gentleman meant 
matrimony. Don't all gentlemen thnt kifs poor girls, mean to make them 
the~r wives? 

PAD L 0 C K. 
"Ph, yes, yes, fome time or other. But are you poor; very poor? 

FIN E T T E. 
Yes, an' pleafe your honour; and it would be an aCt of charity, if you 

~'ould be fo good as' to give me away. 

PAD L 0 C K. 
Give you away 1 To whom? 

FINETTE. 
To yon fine gentleman in the gay clothes that was here awhile agon. 

PAD L 0 C K. 
Why, [ure you don't like th~t fot ?-my friend, J mean. He is a very worthy 

mall; but he will n ver marry you without a potrion. You {hall marry me 
-and as there is no clergyman in the ifl<lnd, we may live a man and 
wi£ in t11e mean time; and if ever we get back to England, or Scotland-

l 

Enter CUR R E N T. 
o lord! Padlock, I am certainly deaf, fione-de f! I fired a piflol, and did 

not hear it - I bawled to the echo, I banged great fiones againO: the anchor, 
and all in vain: nay, I don't hear my own voice-Do I fpeak? I hope I am 
not dumb t00. 

PAD L 0 C K. 
(Aflde.] I willi you were. Egad, I will make him believe he is; and then 

the double misfortune may make him drown himfc If. . [Shahs his head. ] 

CUR R E NT. 
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C RR NT. 
No, you don't fay fo! 'Vh t, don't YOll 11 ar m ? [1 AOL flahs l,i s 

head.] Upon your honour! h, I £hal go difira cd-[haw!s cr' loud.] 
-Don't you hear me yet? [PAOLO K )hakes his bad.] h, unclon , un· 
done, undone !-To have but three p Ie in this :vorld, and not b • bl t 
hear them, nor make them hear me !-And you, my aag 1, on't out hear 
me neither? • • 

FINETTE. 
Yes, indeed, your honour; and I never he:ud fo fine a fpok r, gcnth:man 

in all my born days. 

PAD L 0 C K. ( 
[Ajide. The girl's a fool, and in love with him; but at I .lfl: he cl s not 

hear her: I'll make him bel' ve !he doe not difringuiCh a word he 1i ys. 
[Prybes h r '!fide, points to her, ondjhakts hiJ htad, a if FIt-1&Tl'l:. did 1Iot 

hear CURRENT.] 

CUR RET. 
Don't {he, upon your foul ?-Oh! wh, will become of me ? I cannot ev 11 

have the fatisfacUon 9f a dialogue with he e hOI 

FIN E T T E, angrily, to P DLO K. 

Don't impofe upon the poor gentleman; you may be afilamed of yourfelf. 
[To CURRENT.] ir, I do hear you: fpeak to me. [Vu)' loud.] 

• PA D L 0 C K. 
o nature, nature, didft thou furm fools only t baffle the cunning of wife 

men? Now will love teach thi, fimple girl to de at all my art! 
[FINETT.E points to CURRENT'S mo h, the1J to her own car, and tben nods 

to him.] 
PAD L 0 C K. 

Ay, ay; fee, I raid it would be fo. -Damn h r, but I mnA. hav hcr-

CUR R. E T. 
'Faith, I believe j1'1! don hear me.-My r~ , my angel, nod agai, if you 

hear m. [FINETTE nods, andjil1i!es upon him.] h! tranfj)orr! Y u have 
4 a J vil'al 

• 
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a devililh pretty mouth, when you fmile; but the quicknefs of your ears IS 

ten times better ftill-'-And does Padlock hear me too? [FIN ET rB nods.} 
I thought fo.-Now do I long to tell them both he Ii cret-but if that curfed 
fairy is within reach, ili may make tbem d af to. h, but now I r member,. 
{he did not forbid my telling it to this girl-Lord, it is quite reviving to have 
fomebody to tell a feeret to.-Heark you, heark you, my d r ;. word ill 
YOUl' ear. 

PADLOCK. 
[Ajide.] He is going to t 11 her fomething to my prejudice. 

vent him. 
I muO: pre-

, 
[Pull! F 1 NETTE away, and makes proftjJion! to Cu RREN T, by Ia.,ving 

bis hfmd to his heart ; and expreJJing concern for his deafnifs, by 
pointing to CURRENT'S ean, and looking grieved.] 

FIN E T T E. 
It is very unhandtome in you, Mr. Padlock, to interrupt lovyers. The gen­

tleman might be going to propofi matrimony, for aught you know. 

CURRENT. 
Good Padlock, let us alone; I was going to tell h~r a fecret, and I dare 

. fwear {he will tell it you the moment my back is turned-' I muft go about a 
little builnefs the moment I have whifpered her, and will leave you alone. 

PAD L 0 C K. 
[.Afide.} Good r One fool at lean: counteract another. We cunning people 

;tlways fucceed fooner or later. [1'0 FINE TE.) Go, go and hear what the 
gentleman has to fay t~ you. It is no bufmefs of min . 

FIN E T T E. 
So I will without your leave. One may whifper with one's fweetheart 

without offence, I hope. [CURRENT whi.fpers hr.) A fairy t Have you feen 
a fairy? Lord, you make me trimble all over. 

PADLOCK. 
[Afide.] What nonfenfe is the blockhead talking to her? 

3 CURRENT. 
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CUR RET. 
I Afide.l I hope ihe ha told him. [To ber.] N'hy, fur you ha e not di­

vulged my {; cret? P dlock, you muft ot b Ii t h r. Where fhould I 
have fe n a fai1'Y? I do not fay there ate n fuch cing -nay, 1 know th rc 
re-Not that 1 fay I ever faw one-I m y, or I may not-

PAD L 0 C K. 
His b ain is certainly crack d-

FIN E T T E. 
For fartain, it is for love-And yet, Mr. P dlock, you wiIl b r me 'i~-

nefs I have not been -cruel. Would it not be b tter, think you, if I lade ''1' 

him figns that 1 will marry him? ' 

PADLOCK. • 
Pray, my dear, what ligns will you make him? (Ajdt.] A he is mad 

already, I don't know but In trimony may bring him to hi [cnu • 

FINETT 
Oh, you fhaIl fee in a trice. 

(She taku a ri1Jg from CURRENT'S finger, givu it him, mId boldl ottt 
her own fiJlger i thcn pulls. PADLOCK betwctll them, taku out a 
prayer-book alld tarm to " Matri17l011)'," }bOWl it to URRBNT. 

and thettgivcl the book to PADLOCK.] 

• 
CUB R E N T. 

'Vhat the devil is all this? Matrimony? \Vhat, child, have you a mind 
fuould marry you? Nay, with all my h art-[4fide.] It is the beft way of 
fecuring the only wom n in the Hland to myfelf.-But, my ang I, who is to 
give you away? 

A L MAD I N E appearl. 
That fhall be my office. 

CUR RET. 
Oh! ecltacy! at leaft I call hear fairies (peak. 

ALMADI E • 

• 
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A L MA D I E . 
And: every body elfe : your hearing is r itor d. F now, Current, and 

thou, Padlock, that a vain ncl avour to correct nature has cured m f pre­
fumption; though I hav not b en able to amend the r fpct1ive faults in each 

you. I caufed you all three to be tranfported hith r to n ke the experi­
ment ~ What ha ' been the refult ? You, Padlock, in an uninhabited i£land, 
have not be n able to div fl. yourfelf of caution, referve, fufpicion , cuuni!1g, 
felf-i nt reft and treachery. O ne man a10ne was your companion; it was Gut 
f his power to b tray you; and yet you could not bring yourfelf to truft 

hi :n ': the Grit woman you faw, t lllpted you to betray him. Of what ufe 
ha ~ood fcnfe been to you ? It has only given edge to t he badnefs of your 

f, ( 4ear . Go back to men ; YOll are fit to live amongfl: them. You, Curren t, 
are more fool than knave ; but you too are incorrigible. The threats of 
d ath, the lofs of bearing, could not cure you of your loquacity. It would 
be hard to puniih you for what you cannot h tp. This innocent pretty crea­
ture love you fincerdy, loves you honeftly . I will fee you married; you 
fha11 remain here wi 1 her for ever, and £1 all be as happy as your nature 
will fu ffer you to be. It is no more in my power to make you happier, than 
it was to make you better. ' 

< I NET T E. 
D eal gracious, £hall I live alone with this fine gentleman for ever ?' 

. ' 

CURRENT. 
No, no; I hope her majefty will now and then have a fit of making ex­

periments, and {; nd us more company. Adieu! 'padlock; be fure you put 
all that has happened to us into the newfpapers. 

A L M 1\ . DIN E. 
That be will not. He does not lik newfpapers meddling with charatlers. 

like his. 

FIN I S .. 

. . . . . ' 
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THOUGHrS ON T 'AGED 

N THREE LETTER 

TO 

ROBERT JEPHS , 

TTER I. 

• 
" 

, 

:A F T E R the very great and meral ap lauG given to rag' oz. , my d-
miration of it, fir, can be of little value, though very 1)r dou to me, 

as it has procured me fa very obliging, and, for ive my a ing, £ r too n tter .. 
ing, a mark of at entioo from you. The pleafure lone h d of being ac­
quainted with you n turally tttaCled my e petta i n fr m your play. It is 
but tru~ to fay, that it far e eeed d it. I did not ex th t a firfi: produCtion 
in a way in which I did ot kno 10u, auld prove the wotk of n maft r· 
poet. en on h aring dfe thr e fir~ aa , I W.1 {huck, not only with t 
1 ngu ge, metaphor and fimili ,which are I) w a nob,le and), autiful, ' 
but with th·e modulation of the number. Your e r, fit i a per~ a a y u 
images, and 1;10 poet we have e eels one in h rltlony, . It n",h fited e fa 
m\1Ch, at it had jult d~ contrary frea: from w1\ t' au ht to have had; 
for. forgetting how b d.a fig J fhould mak by appearing in company wit 
(\1ch v rfe I could not refu e Mr. Tigbe' requ of ri in an pilogue, 

. though I never 'IlS poet, and have done riting-but in cufe, 1 muft fay ~ 
I complied. <'Rly bee' ufe an epilogue was immediately wanted. You bav by 
this time, ! feat:', fir, feen it i the newfpap rS! it as wrltt n in Qn ven­
in ; I kne it w 8 ot only bad; but maR unworthy 0 fuch a play; and 
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wben I heard it ii oken, though pronounced better than it deferved, I thought 
I never heard, to any play, a flatter pilogne. I beg your pa!don, fir; I am 
afhamed of it-the p.' logue i r ally a very nne one-but you wanted no affif\: .. 
ance, n prop ; the imm fe- pplaufe which you drew from th audie e was 
owing to your~ If alone. Mrs. Yates and Mr, Smith played well, not quite 

·equally to their arts-Two ther principal parts were fo indifferently per .. 
formed, that your own merit appeared the greater; awl I will enture to fay, 
that Braganza will" always charm more when re d, than when Ii en; for I 
doubt lhcre never will be ~ und a whole Ii t of actors together, who can d() 
it full jullic. For my o~n part, though fo clifcontent with my epilogue, I 

Ii always be proud of having facilitated and haft ed Braganza's appearance 
~ · the ftage, by the zeal with which I folicited the licence, 3:Bd which 1 hope 

r,J " 'ratones for my mifcarriage in the other. I am indifferent to fame on my 
,I cwn account, but glory. in haYing ferv.ed yours. 

My felf-conddnn~ation ought to deter me from obeying yonr further com .. 
mands, however gracitmfly laid on me. Can you want counfe!, fir, who­
have produced Braganza? Or am I fit to give counfel, who have written a 
tragedy that never can appear on any ftage ~ and who am not on]y fenfible of the 
intrinfic fault in the choice of the f\:lbjeCl, but of many others that happily 
will not come into queftion ( 

It is true, I have thought often ~n the fubjea, though not of late till r faw 
your tragedy, I as very at entive to that, and obfi rved what parts made 
impreffion on the audience, and which did net fOF every part even of fo 
beautiful a compofition, and' fo faultlefs in the poetry,. could' not have equal 
effe& on a vaft au<li nee, here tb great r part could Dot be judges but from 
~he operation on their p'affions. My letter, fir, is already too long, nor can I 
d lay thanking you till I have time to recel1eex my thoughts. I {hall cer­
tainly never pretend to giv you inftruClion; but if either in the future choic 
of a fubje ,or in any obfervations wh'~h 1 have made on the confiruClion of 
tragedie , I can furnHh ycm with any b'nts tfor 1 certainly do not mean to, 
write a ueatife, 0 ve method"ize my thought ), I will fQ far ob y you as 
to Jay them before you-·though. I own I willi rather to {i you perform 
what I am fure I can give no advice upon. As I hold good omedy the 
ch f-~uv;re of human genius~ I willi, I fay, you. would try cOPledy-though 

yoUl 

<. 

'. 
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you win be unpardonable too if you negleCl: tragedy, fo which you h v fo 
marked a ocat' on. 

. Arlingtoll-S tre t, 
Feb. 24, 1775' 

SIR, 

I have the honour to be, SIR, 
With the great ft refpeCl:, 

l\:e m and admiration, , 
Your mol\: obedient humbl fervant, 

HOR. , ALPOLE. 

LET T E 

'. , 
IN confequence of your orders ~nd of my own promife, I wiU enture to lay 

before you, not advice, but fome indigefted thoughts on fl bjecl:S for tragedy, 
and on the compofition of one-nth r for the fake of talking with you on 
matter agreeable to us both, than to diCtate on wh:\t I have but once tempt­
ed, anti never fllfficiently ftudicd; indeed not t aU till I had exeCQt d fome 
part of my piece., 

I af!1 ill qualified, fir, to recommend a fubj a:. to you; flnce, though I conC 
I thought I had found rome talent in my!i If fot tragedy (after having va.inl 
tried at comedy, to which was mor ;nclined), I have never been able to fin 
a fecond fiory that pleafed, me-at leaft, that touched me enough to pur[ue i . 
My with was to work on that of fir Thoma More-but the difficulties were 
various and too great. In the l1rft place,. it would not be painting him, to 
omit hi cbaraCleriftic pleafantry. Yet who but Shakefpeare could l'''ndel' 
mirth pathetic? His exquifire fcene of the grave-diggers is an inftan of that 
magic and creative power-now [0 overwhelmed by the ignorance of ' rench 
criticifm, that it is aCted no more !-And would not [uch barbarous blunders 
fiifle ' genius itfelf! at to mifcarry in an imitation of Shalceii care, would 
be to be Shaker eare-i( would be ftilt meritorious to aitn at it. But here 
re at er di:1Iiculties : one muft pafs cenfure on fir Thomas's bigotry; or draw 

bim as a martyr to a Tidiculous woriliip, without ccnfuring hat worlhip; for 
R r 2 even 



T IOUG Oi TR OEDY. 
even an oblique cen[ure it out (tl Qlout& of one 0( his rtflt'lllitl perfe. 
cutors would fiatt Jl the glory of hi martyrdom.-Thefe- twO' Qifficulties com­
bined made me drop all thQ\lgh of that fiory, though [0' fertile of great 
and bold fituations. Ao e Bol yn would pIeafo me; but Henry VIII. is 
JOo perfeCtly , drawn by Shakefpeare to admit a fccolld and much eake , t 
editicn. 

, . 
Th.ere is one fubjcCl, aery faV'onrite one with me" and yet whkh I alone 

wa accidentally prevented rom meddling with--Don Carlos. Otway, the 
n to Shak:::fpeare in boldnefs, though only next but one in {hokes of na.. 
tl e, in my opinion, as I prefer the trngic fcenes 'in The Fatal Marriage and 

J:} . r lonoko to Venice Preferved and The Orphan, ha6 mifcanied, wofully in 
·/rOon Carlos. Sir Charles Williams, who had long intended to writ a tragedy 
. on that fubjeCt, and who 1 beli ve had no tragic powers, never fet about it 

till he was mad-an,d madners did not affift him a it did Lee; nor allowed 
him to linilh it. Yet how many capitaol ingredients in that £tory f Tend r­
nefs,. cruelty., heroifm, policy, pity, terror! The impetuous paffions of 
the princ(, the correc1:ed an,d cooler fondnefs and virtue of the queen~ 
the king's dark and cruel vengeance, different {hades of policy iQ Rui 
Gomez, policy and art with franker paffions in the duchefs of Eboli-how 
many contrail's !-And what helps from the religion and hiftory of the times,. 
or even of the preceding rei-gn !-In iliort, fir, I fee nothing againft it but the 
notoriety of the fiory, which r think always dif: )vantageoLJ&, as it-prevents­
furprife-though a known fiory {j yes the author fome details-which if e,c­
hibited; a the French practice, by telling you all t.be pre~eding circumftance 
in the lim {cene, appear to me a greater crime than any of the improprietie 
that Shakefpeare has crowded into The Winter Evening's Tale; for novelty,. 
however badly introduced, can nev.er be fo infipid or more improbable thall' 
two courtiers telling one another what each mult know more or lefs, thoughl 
one of them may have been abfent two or three years. Shakefpeare's pro .. 
logues are far ore endurable. 

Wl).y I gave up thi fruitful canvas, was merely becaufe toe paBion is lQ .. 

cefiuous, as is moft unfortunately that of my Mylterious Mother, though at 
di(l"erent points of time, and that of Carlos a pardonable and not difgufting 
one. 1 thall rejoice at having left it, if you will adopt it. 

For 
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F all oth r C~lbj ~. I ha~e faid not on plea~ d m c act! y. I thin it 
wO\lld no e un dv~r. ble to ~ake any you like, cb ngio th n mes and the 
country of the perC on ; which would prey nt th alldi neb ing for ftaU d 
-though this i lefs n ind c ment to yo 1, fir, ho h VI! r nd red th J ft 

f Brag z the mol intCJ;etHng, though half the &Qdi nee • pad th c 
t ftrophe-n t ind d fo ftrikingly 8 you have made it touch th m. till, , 
the d nouem.nt is your own, and on ofth ueft coup pe th atr I r m t 

tth, 't rov that a kno n ftory wants fA me nov lty j nd I con£;!i th t, in 
your moO: tend r fc ne , I felt lefs than I filould have done had I not for 
known the profperous eve' t. 

Changing the perCons and country i juft the reverfe of the bung1in~ 
trivanee in Le Comte de War ie, where the author has grofi ly per rtcd J 

known £lory without amending it. 

One art I think might be ufed, though a 'Very difficult one; and y t I 
would not recommend it to you, fir, if I did n t think y u capable f em­
ploying it; and that is, a v!ry 1UW and peeliliar Jiyle. y 1 ing on fom r­
gion of whoCe language re have littl 0 no id a, as of the' ruvians in th 
fiory of Atabalipa, yo might fram n w di ion, v n ut f· n lHh, that 
would ha c amazing dli a, and {; em th onty on the a or 1 1y 
ufe. It is much e fi r to one ie thi ,thaI to giv rul or it- ut M ·lton. 
c.ertainly made new Engliili language; nd t ak {peare, lwa seat r th n 
aoy mao, has aCtually formed a ftyle for Caliban that C'O~ld £1lit no oth r 
kind of being. Dryden, v fl as his g nius wa, tri d the fam thin r 
than once, but faileu. He wanted to cnceive how th Mc~i ans muA: have 
felt the m~rac1es of {hips, and gunpowd r, &c. inlported by tb \UO e n 
he wrote moil: harmonioufiy for them; and it might be po-try, but was ot 
nature. He mifcarried frill more, when ne wanted t forget all he l".rllearned 
byey Light, and to think for blind Emmeline :-be make her talk nO:1-
fenCe :-when file {uppo{i her lover' face i of loft Mad gold, it conveys 
no 'idea at all. When blind profeffor Sanderfon laid, he fup oCed fcarlet 
was like the found of a trump t; it prov d he had be fa told th t fc arlet was 
be mun vivid of coiuurs, but :fh~wcd he had no othepwifl an idea of it. 

The religjoD of the Peruviaos, th ir demons, which I ould allow to be 
real 
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T al exiilencies, oracles and prophecies foretelling their ruin and the arrival or 
{hangers, would add great decoration.. I love decorations whenever they pro­

. -ouce unexpected coups de theatre. In {hort, we want new channels f01° 
tragedy, and frill more for poetry. You have the feeds, fir; fow them where 

'you wil1 , they ill grow. Had I your genius, I would hazard afll/un Ame­
r ica fiory-fuppofe empires t be founded there-gl ve them new cnfi:oms, 
new manners - But.l grow vifionary-and this letter is too' lopg-I will try 
to have more common fenfe in the next, not having left room enough in this 
t<> tell you how much I am 

Your obedient fervant, 

HOR. WALPOLE. 

YOU haVie drawn more trouble on yourfe1f, fir, than you e!ICpeaed; and 
would probably excufe my not performing the reft of my promife: but 
though I look upon myfelf as engaged to fend you my thoughts, you are 
neither bound to anfwer them, nor regard them. They very likely are not 
new, and it is prefumption in me to fend hints to a much abler writer than 
royfelf. I can only plea in apology, that I intereft myfelf in your fame; 
and as you are the only man capable of reftoring 'and improving our fiage, I 
r eally mean nQ more than to exhOit and lead you on to make ufe of your 
great talents. 

I h ave told you, as is true, that I am no poet. It is as true that you are a 
genuine one; aaJ therefore I {hall not fay one word on that head. For the 

. conftruction of a drama-it is mechanic, though much depends on it. A 
byftander may be a gove! direCtor at leaft; for mechanifm certainly is inde­
p endent of, thou h eafily poffeifed by, a geniuso Banks never wrote ft. 
tolerable lines, yet difpofed his fable with fo much addrefs, that I think three 
plays have beecr'ConfiruCted on his plot of The Earl of Effes, not one of which 

is 

c 
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i much ' better than the original. The difpofition is th next fi p to the 
choice of : fubj , Oil which I hay Ii id enough in ' Ii rm r 1 r. A geniu 
can furmount d £ Cl: in both. If th r i an in th 110 and Macbeth, it em 
to have been by ch nce; for Shakefi are rt inly took n ains to adjufi: 
plan, and in his bifi:oric play fi em to have turned Hollinfh d nd t: we 
into verfe and fcenes as £ ft as he could write-though ry no\ and th n hi . 
divine genius fla!hed upon particular fc nes a d mad them immort I; a~ in 
his King Joho, where nature it[elf has flam d th ft· f ooftance, 
Arthur and I ubert with her own impreffion, though the r ft i a d ttiv 
as poffible. He fi em to r call the Mahometan ide of lunatic , 
ometim s infpired, oftener chang ling. et what fignifi all hi 1 ubbi 

He has [c nes, and e n fp eeh , tb t are infinitely fuperior t all tl or 
elegance of Racine. I had rather have written the two fp ech of l~dy 
l~ercy, in the feeond part of Henry IV. than all Voltaire, thoug! I Imire 
the lat ler infimt ly, efpeci l1y in Alzir , Mahom t and S miratni. rnd ed, 
wh n I think over all the great author of the Or 6 m. ns, talian, 
French, and EngliIh (and I know no other language ), I fi t Sha (![p are iirft 
and alone, and'th n begin anew. 

vVell, fir, I give up Shakcfpeare's dramas; and yet prefer him to v ry mao. 
Why? For his exquifite knowledge of th paffions nd nature; for hi 1m 
plicity too, which he po{feffes too when moA: n tur 1. Dr. Johnfon fay he 
i bombaft whenever he attempts to be fublime: but thi i never true but 
when he aims at fublimity in the .. pr flion; the gl ring £: ult f Johnli n 
himfelf.-But as fimplidty is the grace of fublim ) who om ffi s it li 
Shake[pe r ? Is not the • 

Him, tVo ulrous Him! 
• 

in lady Percy's fpeech, exquifitely fublime and pathetic too?' e has another 
kind of fublime which no man ever poff'effi but h ; and thi i, his art in 
dignifying a vulgar or trivial expreffion. Voltaire is fo rofl 1y ignoran , and' 
taflelefs, as to condemn thi , as to condemn the bare bodkin-But my nthu­
fiafm for ShakefpeaI ~ runs away with me. 

"US {peaking of the negligence of his conftrucU n. 

3 

• 

• 

You have not hat 
fault. 
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fault. I own do not dmire your choice of Braganza, becaufe in reality it 
admit of but two aCts, the confp' ICY and the revolution. You have not 
only filled it out with t~e moll beautiful dialogue, but made the intereft rife, 
though th revolution as fucceeded. I can n ver too much admire the ap. 
J1 rance of the friar, which difarms Velafquez: and yet you will be fhocked 
to hear, thati notwithftanding aliI could fay at the re ar~ 1, I could not pre­
vail to have Vel fqu z drop the dagger inftantly, th only artful way of getting 
it out of his hand; for a lady P- obferved, if he kept it 'two moments, 
he would r collea that it wa the only way of r fc rving himfelf. But aaors 
are not always judg s. They rfifl'ed, for fhow-fake, againfi my remon· 

. «ncell, to exhibit the duke and duchefc on a throne in the fc cond ad:; whic};1 
uld not but make th audience conclude that the revolution had even hen 
I 

.:alCen place. 

If I could find a fault in your tragedy, fir. it would be a want of mOl' 

{hort fpeeches, of fort of eriou repart , which gives great fpint. But 1 
think the molt of hat I h ve to fay may be comprifed in a r commendati 
of keeping the au ience in fufpenfe, and of touching the paffions by th 
pathetic familiar. Dy the latter, I mean the ftudy of Shakefpeare's firok s of 
nature, which, foberly ueed, are ~one fuperiot to poetry, and, ith your ear, 
may eafily be mad harmomou. 

If there i any merit in play; I think it i in interruptio~ the fptClator 
fathoming the ehole fto till the laft, nd in . ng every fcene tend [0 ad-
vance the eata Thefe art are ; but at leaft the 
are as meritorious a the fcrupulous delicacy of tne in. obfuving, not 
only the unities, but a faotafiic decorum, tbat does not exift in nature, and 
which confequently reduce all their trage , w er the fcene may lie, to 
the mannen; of modern arise Co'rneille could be Roman; Racine never but 
French. and, cont quently, though a better et, lefs natural and lefs various. 
~oth indeed.ha e proBigious merlt. Phedre i exquilite, Brltannicus admir­
abl j and both e cite pity and terror. Co dUe is fcarc.e ever tend f, but 
alway' grand; y t never equal in a whde play 0 Racine. Rodogune, which 
I greatly admire. is very defe ivc; for the two princes are" fo equally good, 
and the two women fo very bad, thQ they divid both our efi:eem and indig­
nation. Yet I own, R<icin Corneilk, and V'oltaire ought to r~n before all 

$ our 
,I 
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o . trage ians, but Shak Ii care. J ne Shor our b It play aft r 
hi. I admire All for L e ry much; and 011 SebaO:i u, 
and Young's Rev nge. The 1 g f mafcu i ry pure-and Ph Ir 
and Hippolitua fine po try though w nting all the natl r of the origin 1. 
We have few other tragedi s of flgnal m rit, though t1 e our firft nCls of he 
Fair Penitent ar very good. It is ftrange that Drycl n, who filO," cd fuc 
kno'wledge of pature in 'the Cock and ox, fhould have f9 ry litt! irl hi 
play -he could r ther defcribe it than put it into aClion. I have faid all thi" 
fir, only to point 1,lt to you what a field is op n for y u-and th ugh Ii 
many fubjeCls, aimon: all the known, ar xhau ed, nature is in xhauO ibl , 
a d genius can achieve any thing. W have a language far more coer Ie, 
and more fonorous too, than tbe French. Shake are could do what i1 c I 

would with it In its unpolifhed ftate. Milton gave it pomp from the r k, 
and foftnefs from the Italian ; W lIer no, and th n j h re nd the ,ga.v it 
the elegance of the rench. Dryden poured mufic into it j rior g it 
ea[e; and Gray ufed it mafterly for either el gy or terror.' "xamine, lir, the 
powers of a language you corom nd, and let me again recommend to you 3-

diCtion of your own~, t Ie ft in forne one play. The m Jefty cf r difc 
Loft would have b en lefs impofing, if it hld b n writt n in the fiyle of The 
Elray on ~an. Pope pleafes, but n ver furpriii ; and an:onifhment is one of 
the fprings of tragedy. Coups de theatre, like the u lime one 10 ahomet, 
have infinite effeCt. The incantations in Macb th, that almoR: bord r on th 
burlefque, are frill terrible. What French criticifm can wound the holb of 
Hamlet or B· nquo? Scorn rules, fir, that cramp g nius, and fubfiitute d Hcaey 
to imagination in a barren I pgi.1:lge. Shall no we foar, becaufe the r nch 
d· re not rife from the ground? 

You {eem to po{fefi the Itllde,.. The I('--lib/c is fiill morc t:afy, at leaft I 
know to me. In all my tragedy, Adeliza contents me the 1 (ft. COhtrnft, 
though mechanic too, ar very {hiking; and though Moliere was a c mic 
writer, he might give le[ons t a tragic. But I 1 av pa{fed all bounds; and 
yet {hall be glad if you can cull one ufeful hint out of my rhapfodies. I h re 
put an end to them; ~'ld willi, out of all I have r. id, that you may re rober 

• Mr. Jephron CoUo ~<:d dli advi e in his 1.3w of Lomb rdy-but :l II h3PPY in 1 t 
:l tempt. H. W. 

V OL. II. S f nothing, 
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nothing, fir, but my motives in writing, obedience to your commands,. and a 
hearty eagernefs for fixing on our it ge fa fuperior a writer. 

I am, Sir, 

With great efteem and truth, 

Your moLl obedient humbl'e fe an, 

HOR. WALPOLE 

P. S. I muft beg you, fir, not to let thefe letters go out of your hands; fo r 

: e.y are full of indigeft.ed thoughts, fome perhaps capricious, as thofe on 
lovel diction-but I willi to tempt genius out of the beaten road; and 
originality is the moil: captivating evidence of it. 

THOUGHT 
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nt n il 775 and 1776. 

O UR 'old comedies are very v luabl from th ir v ri ty of chnraCt r., an 
for preti rving cuftom 'and mann r j but tb yare more d fe iv in 

plans and conduct than ,·c II nt in particular parts. Some re very pedantic, 
the gre~ter part grofi in 1 nguage nd humour, the 1 tt r of which i fe1dom 
true.. Ben Jonfon wa more correa, but frill more dandc. olp ne is 
faulty in the moral, and too elevated in the di loguc! The Alchymi i hi 
beO: play: The Silent Woman, fonned on an improb ble p1 n, is unnaturally 
I<>aded with learning. Beaumont and letcher re eaficr than Jonfon, but 
Iefs happy i executing a pI n than in conceiving it. 

The next age dealt in tl \.. intricacies of Spanilh lots, enlivened by the mo 
ficentious iodec ocy. Dryden and the {"ir fe ." rivalled each other in violating 
an decorum. Wycherley naturalized French comedy: but profritut d it too. 
That chaO:e frage bluChed at our tran£lations of its b fr pieces. Yet Wycher! y 
was not incapable of eary di logue. The ·fame age produce.d Imoft the b !1: 
comedy we have, though liable to the fame t prchenfion: TI e Man of Moo\,; 
{hine as our firO: g t 1 comedy; the touches are natural and delicate, and 
never overcbarged .. Unfortunat ]y the tone of the moO: fi fhionable p opIc 
was extremely ind licatc; and when Addifon, in the S efrator, anathematiled 
this pI y, he forgot that it was rather a tire 11 the manners of the court, 
than a apology fi r them. IJefi Ii ntiou conv r£ tioo would OOl have 
painted the a e. V nbrugh, the beft writer "Of di logue we have fe 0 , is more. 

S f 2 blamelefs 

'. 

\. 
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blamel fs in hi language, than in his images. His expreffions are fierling. 
and y t unftudied: his wit is not owing to defcription or caricature; oeith r 
fought nor too abundant. We are pleafed both with the duration of his 
fcenes and with the ref ult of them. We are entertained, not filrprifi d or 
firuck. We are in good company while with him'; and have neither advell­
tu "5 nor bons mots to repeat afterwards. It i the proof of confummatc art in 
a comic writer, wh n you feern to have pa{fed your time at the. theatre as you 
might have done out of it-it prove he has exaaly hit the fiyte, manners~ 
and charaCt r of his cotemporaries. Plot, the ital princi Ie of Spanifil and 
female plays) ought to be little laboured; nor is fcarcely more neceffary that}'" 
o put the perfonages into aCtion and to releafe them. Vanbrugh's play , T~c 

iM. n of Mode, and The Care1efs Hufband, have no more intrigue than accounts 
." for the meeting of the charaCters, as a paffion or an intended marriage may 

do. The Dou Ie Dealer, the ground-work of which is almofi ferious enough 
for tragedy in priyate life, perplexes the attention; and the wit of the 
fubordinate charaCters is nec;elfary °to enliven the darknefs of the back ground. 

Congreve is undoubtedty the moft witty author that eve exified. Though 
lometimes his wit feerns the effort of intention, and, though an effort, never 
failed; it was fo natural, that, if he fplit it into ever fo many charaCters, it 
was a polypus t,hat foon grew perfeCt in each individual We may blame the 
uni verf lity of wit in all hi p rfonages, but nobody can fay which ought to 
have le.fi. It affimilated with whatever charaCter it was poured into: and, as 
Congreve would <;ertain]y 11a e had wit in whatevel"ftation of life he had 
been born; as he would have made as witty a footman or old lady, as a fine 
gentleman; his gentlemen, ladies old or young, his footmen, nay his cox­
combs (for they art! not fools but puppies) have as much wit, and wit as much­
their own, as his men of moO: paI;ts a.nd beft underftanding. No charaCter 
drop a fentence that would be proper in any other mouth. Not only Lady 
Wiihfor't and Ben are charaCtel"fiically marked, but Scandal, Mrs. Frail, and 
every fainter perfonage, are peculiarly diftinCt from each other. Sir Wilful 

. Witwoud is unlike Sir Jofeph Witt01. 'Vitwoud is different from Tattle, 
Val ntine from Mcllefont, and CynthIa from Angelica. That Rill each 'play 
js unnatural, is only bec' ufe four affemblages of different perfons could never 
have fa much wit a~ Congreve has beftowed on them. We want breath or 
ttention to foHaw their repartees j and are fo charmed with what every body 

fays, 

I 
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fays, that we have not leifure to be int refted in what any body does. r 
are fo pleafed with each p rfon, that we willi fucceli to all; and our ppr ba­
tion is ·fo occupied, that our paffions cannot be eng g d. \Ve v n do not 
believe that a company who feem to me t only to !how th ir it, can have 
any orh r objeCt in view. Their very vice ~ m affi Ct d, only to furniih 
fubjeCt for gaiety: thus the intrigue of ar ief and ndy Hant doe nof 
ftrike us moz:e than fiory th t we know i in nteo to.Ii t ff th tal nts of 
the relator. For thefe re [ons, though they are fomething more, I c n fcarce 
allow C ogre e' to be true comedies. No man would be correCted, if fu e 
that his wit would mak his vices or ridicules ov rlook d. 

The delicate and almoft infen!ible touch~s of Th Carelefi Huiband I\re t1 
r everfl of Con greve's ungov rnable wit. The affeCled char r of Lady B t 
IVlodi!h an J Lord Foppington are marked with th e pencil f n ture as much a. 
Sir Charles, Lady Eafy, and Lady Gra eair . It is io drawing rtjille or ajfeB d 
110ture that contifl th extr me difficulty of p inting t i ailed higb lifo, 
where affectation, politenefs, falbion, art, int refl, and the attentions e. aCted 
by foeiety, reftrain the fallie of p ffion, .colour over vice, difgui e crime , and 
confine man to an uniformi ty of behaviour, that is campoli d to the j nd r 
of not {hocking, alarming, or offi nding thofi ho pro£ fs the m rule of 
exterior conduCt. Good breeding conceals th ir {i of< tion , int relt their 
crimes, and falhion legitimates their follie . . Good ~ nfe form the Ian, du-. 
cation ripen it, conv rfation give the varnilh, a 1 it he cufe. ct und r 
all thefe difguife nature lets Out its fymptoms. rot fiations are fa generally 
the marks of falfehood, hut the more liberally th y ar d aIr, the more they 
indicate what they mean to con cal. r' remoniou behaviour is the fubftitute 
for pride, and equally demand r turn 'of refpecl. fi lhion bl m n banter 
thofe whom in a {tate of nature he would affront. Th~ good company have 
the fame paffions with low life, and havl only changed the terms n.nd mode­
rated the ifplay. The fit~ inftance of good breeding in the world was C'-i!l1-

plimenting the fair rex with fubflituting the word love for l'tll. ourts and 
fj ciety have changed all the other d nominations of 0 r {fions, and .·egu­
lated th ir appear nee. The feuds of great barons arc.: now marked y not 
bowing to each other, or not vifiting. The raneour i not deer fc d, but 
fociety could not fubfift if they fought whenever they met. In former days 
fields of ba .tle were th~ only public places; but !ince wealth and luxury and 
elegance, and.unreftrained converfation with the other rex., have fofren cd our 

manner 

• 
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manner, ' ature £nds its account in iefs turbulent gratification of the paffions, 
.·and , good-breeding, which Ii ems the current coin -of humanity, is no more 
than bank bills real tr , fure: but it increafes the national fund 'Of politene[s, 

. nd is taken as current mottey; though the acceptor knows it is no more 
addr {fed to him than the bill to the firft per£ n to whom it wa made pay­
ble' but he can p y it away, and knows it ill alway be accepted. 

The comic writerfs art confifts in Ii izing and diffioguithing' thefe ihades, 
which have rendered man a fiCtitious animal, without deftroying his original 
compofition. The rench, who have carried the man of fociety farther than 
o ' r nations, no longer exhibit the naked paffions. Their character are aI. ' 
-raduated. The mifallthrope and tbe avon are exploded per[onages. L'bomme 
'u jour Ott lu dehors tromptttrt, Le GloriCtI:':, Le Meehall!, are the bigs of 

trtificial habitude, not th entities that would xift in a {late of nature • If 
allY ice predominates, . it aCts according to the rul s within which it is cir­
cumfcribed by the la'w of fociety. Ambition circumvents, not invades; uft 
tempts, but do s not raviili. l11-nature whili ers, rather tban accufes. Hu[­
bauds and wives can hate, without {colding. A duel is, tran£ Cled as civilly 

* This is fo true, that the French, obferving 
how much general paffioll ar~ exhaufl:ecl, have 
of late written pieces on compound c.haraC\:ers, 
as the Bourru bienfaifant, L' Avare fafl:ueux, ' C, 

uch characters mull: ari e ill the :1dvanced fl:ate 
of fociety, and may even be natural; but it re­
quires great adclre~ and delicacy to man ge 
them: and thotolg1l it may not be univerfally 
true that there is a rulillg pn./Jiri1/ in every man, 
it is fl:ill very improbable that two predominant 
p. Ilion OlOuld be fo equally balanced as to pro­
duce filch II contrafl: r oppolition as Ih bulinp,fs 
of comedy may require: and yet unlefs the two 
COil ending paffion are nearly equ. I in force, 
the fuperior or predominant one will r lapfe 
into the old co. edy, which exhibited fuch a 
lingle'p Ilion or vice, rr e difficulty will be 
inereafed by thefe reflections; on of the paf­
£ions in the compounded charow1.er may ,and 
probably i6, an affi cted one I fpe ial1y jf tIle 
latter is at war ith the ruling paffion: for in­
france, :m ofl:entatiou8 mifer can only a.ffi8 
generolity; for a generous man .is .%lQt likely 

to (lEI avari e, becaure, generoGty being II quality 
efl:eemed, and covetoufnefs held in averlion, the 
latter may be glad to conceal a vice; but few 
men are fuch good Chrifl:ians as to difguife the 
beauty of their minds beneath an ugly maGe. 
The purlimony then of the mifer will certainly 
preponderate; nd the poet's art mu{\: difl:in­
Suinl between-his natural fordidnefs and adopted 
liberali.ty, and mufr take care not to make the 
oppofition far ical Ano~hr difficulty will be, 
that compound charaaers cannot be general; 
and, therefore, when an author bl nds two paf­
lions, he will fe m to draw a portr:lit rather than 
a character. Yet fuch compound of pa!Iions 
may open a new field, and enrich th pro i 1 e 
of comedy, The extenlive mifc.hieh f mbi­
tion have appropriated that palliol) to trage Y i 
but might not very comic fcenes be produced hy 
r preCenting tin ambitiolll miftr perpetually de­
{hoying his own view by grudging an4 faving 
the money, whic11, if e' ended, w uld pro­
mote his ambition J H. W • . 

as 

-­,r' 
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as a vifit. Kings, inftead of chall nging, mourn fat cll oth r, .though ir 
open r. 

Even the fower ranKs of peop e could not be brought on the {tage in thi 
age, without foftenlng the outline. A £hopk per's dau ht('r is a )'0111g Illd 
'Lvith a hant!fome fortune and neceifary accompl!follwlts. r broth r t1 1s I;· 

for his diverGon, is of a club, and games. Footmen h v .11 the graces of th ir 
mall:er ; aod even highwaymen die g Ilt 111' 

One reads that 10 China even carmen make .·cu~ s to on t . other for 
~opping up the way. Half th time of th hinefe i p ffi d in eer mon • 
I conclude their comedies cannot be very ftriking. Wher on kind f.r}i(] 
runs through a whole nation, the oper tion 0 th paffiona mull: I Ii dif~ 
cernible. All common charaelers re not only .~haufted, but cone 1 d. Tn ) 
this nation we h~ye certainly more chara ers thall ar fe ninny oth r, 
o ing perhaps to two cures, our lib rty and t11 uncertaint of 0 dim. teo 
But thi does not befp the comic writ r, hough he may e ry day meet 
with an original charaCter, he cannot employ it-for, to e tafted, th humou 
muft be common enough to be underll:ood by the enerality. eculiaritie ill 

charaaer are commonly afFc aations, and the afFc elation f a pri ate or fin 1 
perfon is not prey for the fiage. I take Cimberton in The Confcious L vel'S 

to be a portrait; probably a very refemblingon -Dut as nobody knows the 
original, nobody can be much {huck with the copy. Still, whil the liberty 
(If our' government xifts, the,e will be more originality in Ollr manners th n 
in thofe of other nation, t ou'.i.h an inundation f politen £ ha foft n d ollr 
features as well as weakened oU1' conftitution. Engli!hmen ured to exert th ir 
independence by a cel(tain brutality, that was not hon~fly, but often produced 
it; for a maD that piques himfelf on fpea ing truth grows to 1 ave a pride in 
not difgracing himfelf. 

As th great outlines of the paffious are foftened down by urbanity, faChion ... 
able follies ufurp th place which belonged to criticifm on charaaers; and 
when falhions are ti.~ object of ridicule, comedies foon grow obfolete and ccafe 
to be ufefuL Alcbymy wa the purfuit in vogue in th age of Ben Jonfon ; 
but, bing a temporary folly, fatire on it is no longer a le[fon. Fathions 
puilied to ex¢efs produce a like excefs in the reproof; and comeqies dege­
nerate into farce and buffoonery, when follies are exaggerated in the repre-

~ fentation . 

• 
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fentation.. The traits in The Mi£ r that exhibit his extreme avarice are withia 
the operation of the pafiions : in The Alchymifi an epidemic folly, gr nob .. 
fclete, is food for a comme ntatoi·, not for an audience. . 

.In fact, exaggeration i~ J.Qe fault qf the author.. If he is mafter enough of 
"his,}alent to feiz.e the preGife truth of either paffion or.atfe&a ion, he vvill pJeafe 
more, though p:erh,aps Qot,at the firfi ~epre~entat.ioQ. I,aJftaff,..is ~ 11 itious 
charaCter, a-nd ,.wQ1l1C1 have beeq;fo h~ It e~tited 10 real hfe~: yet hlS hurpour 
and his wit ,are [0 juft, that they never hav.e faile.d to charm all who.arp capable 
af ,ta~t:ng him in hi. own-tong.ue. 

, "Some.leffons, of t.pe d·r..arna, or at eaft the fl.~ortnefs of its duration, 'have re-
o .... ~_uced even Shakefpeare .. to pr~cipitatt:;. his catail:rophe. The' reformation of 

c.pe termagant wife in The Taming of the Shrew is too!fudd.en. So are thofe 
..of Margaritta in Rule a ·Wife and have a Wife, an~ of Lad.y Tow.nIy in The 
P.ro..voked HuiPan<;l.' Time of!grace only op~rates f.q.ch mirades~ 

In my own opinion, a good comedy., ,by the paffions bei'qg exbaufted, is at 
Frefent the moil: difficult of all compoiitions, if it repre{ents either nature or 
fjClitious n.ature; .I m.ean mankind in· its pre(ent ftate 0f civilifed fo.ciety. 

The enemies pf jcnttmenttll comedy (or, l1S the 'Fr.ench, the inventors, ,caUed 
I' if, comedic larmq,)alltc) [cern to think that the great bufinef~ of comedy is to 

~ake the audie,nce laugh. That may certainly be effected with?Qt nature or 
charaa~r. A Soot, an IrHh;man, ·a M)'s. Sl~pflop, call always prodl:!ce a laugh., 
<1;t leaft fro!l1 h~lf the audience. For my ,part, I ~onfefs I am mo,re cliIpofed 
to weep than to l~u rh at fuch poor artifices. Th~ advocates of merry comedy 
appeal to Moliere. I appeal to him too. Which is his better comedy, The­
M.ijtlnthrop£, or the Eourgeoit GentillYomme? The 'l'artrt/fo, Qr'J'he EloU,.di F In 
reality, did not ¥oliere in The Mifantbrope ,give a pattern of ferious cornedy ? 
What is finer tlum" the ferious fcenes of Mafkweil and Lady Touchwood in 
The Double Dealer? I do not take the comedic larmoJ1ante to have been fo 
much a deficience of pleaf~ntry in its authors, as the effeCt of dbfervation and 
refleCtion. Tragedy had been 'conlined to the difireffes of kings, prlnceffes, 
and heroes; and com~dy reftrained to making us laugh at paffions pufl.led to a 
de$ree of ridicule. In the former, as great perfonages only were concerned, 
language was el~vat.ed to fuit thei.r ran,k, rather than their f~ntiments j for real 

pallion 
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paffion rar ly talks in h roics. Had trag y d fc nded to peo 1 of fubor. 
, dinate £lation ,aut ors found the language woultl be too om ous. I £hould 

therefore thi k that the firA: mall who g~vc a com :die !.rrmo atlte, rather me nt 
to reprefent . m lancholy ftory in. ri 1 ife, th. n 111 r ly to produce a co­
medy without mirt!. If he h 1 th r for not marri d two fp cies th n r c­
koned incompatible, 11 t' tr. g dy nd com dy, or, in oth r word dill f" 

ith a cheerful conclufion; and, inn ad of allin it comMie farlll,,)' 1I1e, h d 
named his new genus tfagi ie mliig 'e, or, as the fame purpofe ha fine b en 
ftylcd, trag <di bnllrgeoife; he, rou!d ba gi en a third Ii i s to th fl e. 

. 
\ The French, who feel themfeI res and their geniu cram ed by th many im- , 

'Pertinent :!hackles they have invented for author, 11 e t ught the£' to fca c, . 
in thofe pi ces which lhak off all £ tt rSJ and 1 a genius nd il agina io 1 t 
full liberty-I mean in their com 'die Italimm, wher und r the cannon 0 ' T-

lequin, and in (j fiance of all rul s, they indulge their gai ty and inv otion. 
In ihort, a man who declares he write without rut s, m y1: y what he pleafc • 
If he invent happily, he fucceeds is indulged, nd hi pi c IaO in {pit f 
Ariftotl and Bolfu. If he do s not compenfate by origina ity f: I'}C, 'it, or 
nature, .£ r fcorning rul ,the author is d C1 .rvedly damned, at th fole p nee 
to the public of having been tired by oulncfl r on cven~ng. 

I ill finiili this rhapfodical effay with r marking, tIt t com dy i infinit. I 
more difficult to an ngli!h than to a French man. ot only til ir langu get 
,fo infel ior in number, harmony and c pioufnefs, 0 o~rs for poetry and ]0-

.quence, is far better ad ptl! 1 to converfation and dialogue; but 11 the ·rencl • 

. efpecially of th higher ran <s*, pique th!!tnfelvc.' on fp aking tll ir own lan­
guage correCtly and elegantly; he worn n fpecially. It was not till f late 
year with us that the language' has been carre ly f} oken even in otll houfe 
of parliament. Before Addifon and Swift; fi yl a fcarce aimed u.t yen by 
i()u r beft au hors. Dryden, whofe proCi was almoft s harmonious and be' u­
tiful a his oetry, a not alw y ccurate. Lord Shafre ury proved that 
¥hen a man f quality foared above his peers, he wrote bombaO:1y, turgidly, 

.. I indude men of leai .iog in the higher for the term h!f1 has been ravilhed from the 10 • 
ranks, b caufe in Fr' nce theY:11 admitted into eft r nks of men , who 1 doubt are the moft vir. 
the beft company, who certainly gi\'e ~he tone to tuous of rhe comm nity, and given to,or uCurped 
the el g llce of <' ny languag I and in that fenCe by, the richeft • nd moll. noble. H. W. 
on1 y the higheft c()mpany are the; beft compan ; 

OLe li. T poetically. 

'. 



322 THOUGHTS ON COMEDY. 

poetically. Lord Chatham gave the tone to fine language in oratory. Withiro 
thefe very few y ars, our young orators are correa in their common con­
verfation. Our ladies have not yet adopted the patronage of our lan­
guage. Thence correCt: language in common t'onv rfa.tion founds pedantic ol." 

• affeaed. Mr. Gray was fo ci.rcutni"Pea in his u[llal language, that it feamcd 
unnatural, trlOugh it \Vas only pure Englilh. My in er nee i , that attention 
to the fiyle in comedy run tiik. of not appearing eafy. Y,et I own The 
Carelefs Hufband and Vanhrugh are flandards-and The School for Scandal 
and The Heirers have lhewn that di'fficult1e~ arc no impediments to genius;. 
and that, howev~r paIIions. and follies may be civilifed, refined, or compli- · 
cated, fubjec9:s for comedy are not wanting, and c n be exhibited in the l'ureft 

_ < "language of eafy d'ialogue, without fwelling to pedantry, or flnking to incor­
reaners. The authors of thofe two comedies have equalled' Terenee 'in the 
grace of fiyle, and excelled him in wit and charaaer: confequently we have 
better comedies thap Greece or ome enjoyed, It is even. rePlarkabJe that 
the Grecians, who perfeCtect poetry and eloquence, and invented ' tragedy and 
comedy, lhould have made fo little progreG i"n tine laft. Terence's plays, 
copied fram Menander, convey liHle idea of that author's talent; and when' 
fo many of the farces of Ariftophanes hav.e, bc:en preferved, it is difficult to 
conceive that on]y.a few fcraps of Menander would 4ave heen tranfmitted to 
us, if his merit had been in proportion to the excellence of their trag!c writers ... 
Moliere will probably b.e a immortal as Corneille and Racine. 

DE TEC'tION ,. 
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DETECTIO of a 1 te FO GE y 

CAtLED 

Teftament Politiqu~ du Chevalier ob r W alpool .*. ", 

Ergo age~ chare pat f, cervici jmpooer 11 fir' · : 
I pCe fubibo humeris, nee me lab T jHe gru ubit. .1.£ IUD. II. 

THOUGH nothing is lefs worth while in general than to r [ute GUy 
books and printed Ii $; both becaufl they perifh of th rnfelv s, Ilnd b -

-caufe the evil grows fafter than the remedy can follow it ; y t there re fome 
forgeries which it mar be n c ffary to expofe, lell: malice and ill.de{jgning men 
fhould. treafure them up, prefcrve them from' m rited oblivion, and confign 
them to pofterity, ik baf. . metals, which beco~ne reverenced for th h ads 
with which they have been ftamped, or yalued for their antiquitYJ which be-­
flows a kind of a.uthenticity 'on them, when no other cotcmporal'Y memorials 
-exift~ 

• 
I have juft turned over a [purious produClion called Teltament politique 0;': 

'Chevalier Walpook , eomte d'Orford, coined the Lord know where, and faid 
to be !tamped in tnat mint of forgeries, oUand. If the editor has floun­
dered in the vel·Y rlrthography of my father' s name, he as at lcaft improved 
llis fpelling in. the tide, if he was the author, as he fecms to intimate he was, 

.. The Tljlat1lmt Pe/itiqllt dll Chevnlur Rohtrt' teClion of it needJefs, and never publilhed this 
Wfllpoo!t meeting with the <.>ntempt and ob- anrwer, but left it to appear with the rell: of 
livion it defervcd, and Jlever being tranOated his poflhumou9 works. 
ioto EngliOl) Mr. Walpole found ;all public de .. 

Ttl ~ • 
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of a wretched rhapfody called A hiA:ory of fir Robert Walpole's ad nifira­
tion, pdnted three or four years ago. I think th re were two or three vo­
lumes of that work, 1 forget exaCtly how many: but I know in the title... 
page of everyone he called fir Robert Walpole arl of Oxfor I: fo cqIIli*­
tent a biographer was he of a man whofe very title he confounded! H is 

~re correa now by a whole letter. llhall give in ances hereafter that he 
docs no improve very faft, even in the eafy and trifling accuracy of tid So 

o ~ 

The author's firft piece was a wretched compilation fro,m newfpape s, pam­
phlets and magazine , full of blunders and yet void of faCts. But peace be .. 
with the dead! I haft 11 to bury its fuce {for along with it. 

It muA: furprife every man who has a grain of fenfe, that the prefent work 
in queftion fhould firft appear in. French: This ill omen, a telldant on its 
birth, never belies itfelf. All the ideas are as foreign as the language. No 
account is given how the original, fuppofing it had ever been compofed in 
Englifh, which it was not, came into pofi'e£Iion of the editor. Did the fup­
pored author leave no children, no relations, no friends to whom he com .. 
municated or entrufted his work? No child, no relation, no fri · nd ever heard, 
before or fince fir Robert Walpole's d ath, of fuch a performance. The edi­
tor will perhaps urge that the fuppofed author (fir Rob rt himfelf) never 
communicated his work to any perfon conneCted with him; and, had he 
written it, he would have been in the right. He was too tend rap re 1 , 

too amiable a friend, to give his family and friends the mortifi ation of hear .. 
ing him contradict with his laft breath every virtuous, every rational prin­
ciple which had fi uniformly governed his whole conduct. Their firft car 
after his death would have been to burn a writing, that, while it difgraoed his 
heart, would have prqved that his upderft nding was decayed: an ~vent, 
that in the melancholy hours of his d ceafe was never fnperadded to the 
grief of hi f: mily and his friend. The ftrength of his abilities, the found .. 
nefs of his judgment, the fortitude of his temper, his cal'mncft, hi leafan­
tries, his patience, his humanity, were never more illullrious than ir the laft­
{cene of hi life. Hie patriotifm, his love of hi country, his attachment to 
he royal.farnily 011 the throne, dignifi d an,d occupi d moll of the moments 

of his laft hours. I could give proofs and atteftations of all-but it is not in 
nfwer to an impoftOJ: that. I £hall deign to profiitute fuch venerable rna.­

terials. 

Should the editor alfume an air of hDneft roguery, and lead that he had 
3- fi{)len 
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Walen \ he original MS., I promife him he ~eed not fi ar any profecution from 
the family: they will nev r claim what they know they never h d any title 
to po{fe[s; 
' "'-." . 

No fatisfad:ion being given to the public of th means by which the flip.', 
pored original came tilto the hands of the ditor, the moft di lntcrefted and ,j.n.' 
different reader will conclude that no fuch fad faClion c uld b 'v n. I 
:thall go faTth~r, and prove inconteftably that fir Robert \V Ipole w not the 
author of a IOgle line of thi fiaitious trumpery. Thefe proofs nlal1 be ro­
d\1ced after a few remarks: but firet, th editor is hereby called upon to p 0-

duce the original MS. in fir Rob rt Walpole's own hand. From the time 
that he retired from bufinefs, he kt:pt no fecretary. If he had occafion to 
have even a letter -tranfcribed, he made ufe f no hand but that of his two 
youngelt rbildren, lady Mary Churchlll, and the nuthor of thcfe fh eets, v ho 
hoth rended canT antly in the houfe with him from the time of his retirement 
to his death. They, and his other furviving fon fir ~dward Walpole, who 
was with bis father almoft dailY in London, and much with him in the COUll­

try, never he' rd of their father's compofing a finglc line aft r his retreat ; and 
all three declare fol mnly the prefent work to be a grofi impofition. 

Prefixed to the work are [orne abfurd letters, as unlike the ftyle and marl .. 
ner of fir Robert W Ipole, as they are repugnant to his undeviating principl • 
lis family caFlnot even guefs to whom by far th greater part of them rc 

pretended to be addreffed . They are ftufI'ed with maxims and refl aions, or 
c.om 10n-wace obfervation wllich whoever knew fir Robert Walpo! knows 
he never ufed. He wrote few letters, fcar"e any but on "oece!fary bufinefs, . 
and none like authors and dfayifts. 

" The very firfr paffi ge, which fets -out with a prophecy, is fo ' ridiculous, 
bat, had he written it, the prophecy would never have been accompJilhcd, 

nor wonld he have correfponded with a mah filly enoagh to make it . . " You 
.. loretold," [. y8 fU' Ro err, "that if cvcr I was cbofln for Lynn, I flottld bc­
IXJmc minifttr." Vo/I,. beg to know of the editor, what connection there was b -
tween a feat for Lynn, and an appointment to the miniftry-Could fir Robert 
Walpole co ne into parliament for no other borough in the kingdom? And " 
how was this prophecy fulfilled? By his being of the council to prince George 
of Denmark, a 1 rd high admiral. I .do not know what are called mil1ij1"'r'J 

at . 

• 
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at P ris or at Amnerd m, but no Engliihman ever called a commiffi I er of 
the admiralty a mini/Ie . I 

The reflections in the next letter are unfortunately out of their .l?-!#.(lt'. 
vVhen a queen was on the throne, a queen who at that time had no conteA:s 

• ",' th her fubj ects, an« a queen to whom Mr. \Valpole had then no accefs (for 
his poft gave him no.ne); is it probe ble, he {bould have faid, What pruatmce is 
neccJlary to plecifc a 'king irritated at the privileges of his jubjeBi! At the be­
ginning (j)f the fame letter, a vain-glorious lie is put into the mquth f the 
fame perron. H e fays he was no fooner called to thle prince's council tban 
he attained a lingular afcendan t there. Nothing was lefs true. The prince, 
wlo was inclined to the Tories, and whofe confidence was engro!f d by a 
brother of the duke 9f Marlborough, never had the lean partiality to Mr. 
\ Valpole. T he perfon who firft dillinguifhed his abilities and proteCted him, 
wa the lord treafurcr GodoJphin, who is not mentioned, though fir Rob rt 
\Valpole folely afcri'bed to him his promotion. 1t was his pride to the end 
of hi life; he loved lord Godolphio. more than any man he ever 1 new; and 
a gratitude that flouriibed in its full vigour for forty yeats afterwards) was not 
likely to be filent in the firIl overflowing of its £ nfibility. 

The filly anecdot in a fubfequeot letter of madame Maintenon and Forbin 
it) of a piece with the rei!. I refer to madame M aintenon's own letter, to hav 
it decided, whether ~ female pique about a ceremonial betw en her and king 
James's queen occafioned the defeat of Forbin's emerprife. Thofe good 
lad ie~, w ho governed their bigoted huiband s, wer1 not likely to quarrel when 
the eaufe of enthufi fm was in queftion. ~een Mary paid ampl homage to 
queen l\1aintenon: both ruined the affairs of their r fpective monarch, and 
both hoped to have their ambition r.ardoned by extending the yoke of popery. 
Mary's fpirit drove her weaker hurband on the 1 ft extremitie ~ The M ain­
tenon, more timid, more patient, more artful, had more difficulties to encoun­
ter. Shc had a bigot to m ~e, and the fdf-fufficience of her huiband to fub­
due, and his paffion for glory to I n afleep. She did ruin his glory, ut not' 
by delign; and !he dr ~acled him too much to counter-work his plans inten­
tionally. N othing cou' d have .. aifed her intereft with him like rell:oring 
king James -nothing could have raifed her own glory (0 high-and I believe 
nobody thinks, that, however il1fenfible to his fame, {he was indiffer nt to her 
OWLL ,Her piety was a far c, and .only a fupplement to her ambition: nd 

though , 
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if !he and Crom V\' 11 or a maik till it ntteu t em certainI y ne'thcr 
11 nthofi, ft • 

owing lett r undertak s a vain and . r vagant attemp to m Mr. 
Walpo e for a Jacobite y prin iple. hank ad tho t u[e i r duced 
to it ous extremities, when it fli to fir Robert \"'1 Ip I gr' for couo _. 
nanc! Many good roteftants have b n {aid to d cla e th m{; Iv ifts 
on their death·bed. Thi is the firft inftance of a champion of Ii crty bing 
called to depore in t e eaufe of JacobitiCm, two-and-twenty y ars fI r hi 
deceafe. 

Hoc Itnaeus velit, & magno merccntur Atridre. 

Walpole, whore hero was. king \Villi m. v bo fuffcr imprifonm nt u del' 
Anne for 1 i devotion to the I nover Cucceffion, who nj a d ~ ith fcor 
the otTers of Harley, who contributed fo much to the v throw of Dolin­
broke, t e exile of Atterbury, and the de(lru ion of th arms all councils of 
the Jacobires, i m de to dOllbt during t1 e whig-miniftry of fl cen Anne, 
(p. 24, vol. i.) wheth r the timid mgt t and abdication of king J; m .8 l·ft 
the nation at liberty to choofc their l'Ove r ,jgn-And di 1 not Ham den doubt 
whethel I e had a right to oppofi th arbitrary im ofition 0 filip-m o cy? 
But be it fo. v hiJe livirtg, let u wi~hn· nd cv y ncr . eh Ulcnt f pr roga­
tive-and when we are dead, let Jef\lit~, if th y plee.! e, m ke our will n' re­
cant for us. I am glad they have fo Iitt! Ife to do: it is more harmlcfa 
tl1an fiabbing kiug.s. 

• 
Amidft an the lies the fiCliti{,tls author ha hnarded, be obfcrveA one cau­

tion; which i ii, giving no dat s to his letterD. My father wa remark, Jy at­
tentive to this circumfiance-but it xpou an impollor to deteCtion. How­
ever, the feed of falfehood fcldom produce a crop of tru h. Her is au ;n .. 
fiance, itl p. 27: Mr. Walpole, aft r the de(:l.th of the queen-he who, when 
only a c()unfellor of the admirahy, had vaunted himfelf a mininer, is now 
grown fo mod ft as to call himfelf only an pprentice in parli ment. He had 
fitten there before t. .e dea h of king William, and througn all the reign of 
queen Anne, till driven thence by violence. He was a pri c1pal aClor there 
in the new reign-and yet pretends to find great difficulty in preventing fir 
William Windham from bei'ng chairman of the committee of ways and means: 
fir William Windham, who, fays the writer, boafts openly of hls oppofition 

5 to 
, 
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to tbe houfe of Hanover. That this blemi£h in the life of fo able a an aG 

·flr W. Windham £hould here be recalled, is not furprifing.. It is weI known 
from the. confequences of lord Bolinbroke's letter to that gentlem n, how 
thoroughly he renoun~ed his former mifiaken prejudices; and it doc: CJ~ ~ '( 
more honour to his memory to have abjured them, than it ca~, d tro,l'T tQ 

ve entertained them. 

;in tl1 next -lette:!' Mr. Watp01e acquaints the unknown "lord is frien ,that 
he is appointed paymafter of the forces, of guards and garrifons, and ofChelfea­
hofpita.I. His friend muft have heen very ignorant, not to have known that 
the Iaft article followed the firR of courfe. It is juft what an accurate French • 
.man would hav,e detailed, and what an Eng1i£hman would not. 

'Such truths are only ridiculous. The -next lie is ferious. Mr. Walpole is 
·made to fay, "11 faut que je faffe les informations neceffaires pour trouv.er des 
coupables. J'efpert que j'y par:viendrai j car VOllS f<;avez que dans les revolu­
tions il faut.en trouver p our alimenter Ie refTentiment du peuple, et celui du 
parti qui prend Ie deflus. Le fang du jufte, dut-il coul~r, ces fortes d'injufiices 
deviennent legitimes par la conftitution de notre gouvernement."-What! did fir 
Robert \Valpole feel, or dare to write, thefe £hocking words! tantumque nefas pa .. 

:,trio excidit ore !-w.ords that neveriffuedfrom the mouth of a Ravaillac I Was there 
ever a political aifaffin who did n'€>t believe, or at leaft affeCl. to believe, that coo­
fdence guided his frantic arm? Was there a murderer in the Ligue, or in the maf­
facre of Paris, that avowed to {bed the blood of the jufi? Catherine of Medici$, 
Philip II. or Charles IX. who mufquetedhis own fubjeCl:s as they [warn the Seine 
to efcap his fury" were fcarce capable of daring to (breathe fuch deteRable max:~ 
ims. Oh! my father, moR humane of men, is this the teftament you be­
queathed to your chIldren? What inftant of your moft amiable life was ftained 
with blood? In the height of the1r refentment and rage, what fingle man of 
your enemies ever reproached you with cruelty? Did they tax you with 
imaginary crimes, and forget fa foul a flain :? How did this bl ck letter ef,;ape 
:.their penetration? Did you not pardon Bolinbroke i:n [pite of the remon­
ftrances and op oution of your friends r .{i)id you hunt for criminals ?-N~y, 

"" hen did you nor pareten your en-emies? -the moil inveter te of them! At 
what moment could you not have faiel with fervent innocence, Forgive us 
our tr fpaffes as we forgive thofe that trefpafs againft us! What brighter 
tefiimony haV'c I of your prefent felicity., than the triildnefs and gentlenefs of 

your 



The next I ter gro s comic rom its improb bility. It is add 'cffi d to my 
lord T. . 1 and CEdip ,if he can, may find out him nt by th £ lett r. 
It defir s the lord 0 trull: hi ft n to MI. lpol, ho will promot him; 
but his lord!hip j r· qu !ted to advife his fon not to tal j c bi ifm o{ op oly. 
How confonant to this 1 the ardour fi r difl,;()\> ring crimin J ! Int r r t 

Jacobites were aeUy the fuujech th t ueh a minifL r woul have o]uot. 
lily r commended to th new rine on th tbr OC! How 11 tl aUt or is 
:acquainted with the man and the tim he r pr ii nts ! 

ollows a letter to my lord S. D. D. hich promift another fr my lord 
. O. The 1 tter may be my lord Matth w nO , or any otb p r tb [ 

n ever e~ Bled. Th former, are informed y a urious note, as my lord 
underland, ho etrayed king Jame ; and fo I d. re [wear the uthor ir-

tended it. nluckily, the e. rt of und rland ho a minift r t king Jam ' 
i d Sept. '28, (7°2: and it wa his fon ho w. 1'8 minHter to ing Gear e tbe 

£rfi:. Thi blund r 1 lace folc1y to the editor, t1 oug there j no doubt but he 
Was the author too. 

In the next piece is a miftak ,which could not be mad by fir obert Wal-
pole' he call tbe earl of Oxford my lord arley. 0 nglHhmau could 
laVe made th miflake; as lord H ley was tIle ti le of the foul not of the 
fi th f, who was cTea~l'd earl at the firil: fiep, and never was lord arley. So 
after a-rd Bolio oke is (ometimes called earl of olinhro e and forr etimes 
vifcoun. C~7mte and v;comtt are afily confounded by foreigner ; but 
what refemblance In found is there betw cn earl and 'llf!co1ml 

In 
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In p. 46, is [u -h a recapitulation of th~ crimes of 'lueen ~nne':i m lifferS"" 
M furely did not re~Qe thc~ minifters to hunt for ~riminals" 

Next comes 0. droll puniilunent intended to be inflicted on· the cad o£ 
ford, in cali he {honld c[cape the fentence of the 1 w. The king, fays llis 

fuppofi d minUter, will certainly forbid him the court :-a dreadful punMhmeot 
j the eyes of a foreign f, but riot confidcred in. llngland with qual lOrror.~ 
toni Oxford had: thrufr him~ if amid th crowd 011 the king's ace po to 
kifs his :hand j but was ndt noticed. Se~ere treatment, 110 aunbt, before his trilll 
"I qu Hion if h'e would nave felt it fo fenfibly aftcl'wards. However, MI1. Wal­
pol was ~ert'a1nlY' not 'Very fal'lguinary by natur\:t, if he conte t -<3 himfelfwhh 
banHhing 'fo' great a rival from, St. James's. At die bottonl of p. 50; the ed.i-. 

. tor accufes himfelf of fiealing this. letteJ: f(om, him[elf; nobody will difput e. 
his -right to the property of it., 

t 

. . 
A letter to my lady P. T. promiCt 8 fayouf to Mr. A. which., fays . the editor, 

meansMr ... Prior. The Jacohite$ and perfons who d.abble in treafon make 
uie of falfe names aHd falfe initials; but ~h t occauon had (1<' pow rruI mi­
nUter 'for fuch refcrve? Wh n he engaged to ferve a prifoncr, why difguife 
hls name to th~t prifcner's friend? How · fagacious Was the edltor in pene­
trating, a needle~ myfte;y Qf hi ow.o making! hl: the falll,e letter is an. i 
fiance of the author's. grofs 19noranc.e of the Englifh conftitution ; Mr. Walp,ole 
is made to can himfelf one of Prior's judges., Is there an El1glUhman who 
doe$ not know that judicature is not of the competenoe of the houfe of com~ 
mons? Mr. Walpole was chairman .of the com~ittee of fecrecy which exa­
mined Prior. Was, it pollible that, M • Walp'ole could (all himfelf one of 
Prior's jUdg~8, and fay lie had pronounced fentence on pim? With cqucd 
truth might a witnefs at the Old Bailey call himfelf lord mayor .. 

In fome fuoCequent lette.rs is much difcourfe on Mr,. Warpole"s reGgnllllo~, 
wJ..thont a lingle hint at the open, known, avowed caufe of it-the breach be-
ween the king and princ~-a' circumfi~nce which Mr. Walpole never difgtlifea, 

though it {eerns the edltor.auth{)r never heard of it ;-fo cl"tficult is it to {OI;gr;: 

a work that can !land' the very firft infpeCl:ion! In the fame letter MrA Edg,:" 
currtbe 1 ((<111eclEdgcumbe efqulre. CQunrry fellow.s f,,-y; 'fquire Edgcumbe j. 
gazetteer, Edgcumbe eJq,~il:e;: but what g~tlemane.ver ufed either term? 

~ n~ 

\ 

• d 



10 the jJ me letter is a t rm, of which I beg the editor to give u the origi .1 
in EngliCl"l. It is 1!3NnilliJIre-~ g'l.1licifm, to whi h ~ h ve no worn thtl 
correfpo ds; con{; quently the ~r nch is the 0 i ill t.-llm nough of th ¢ 

detections; you an po longer doubt t lat the work.is clumfy impofiure. 
I will take notic 1 ut of two paffoges more in the) Her!!, an 1 v' them to 
the obloquy tbey defer e. • 

In the negotiations with the 'tou t of Franc, lr Robert 
Horace write feveral letters to ali anoth r, i hich they b tl mention lord 
Harrington as embalfador in Spain. Thc{; .Iettc · , though without dnt , mull: 
have een written before March Ir, 1727, b cuuCe Mr. St nh pe d' d n~uit 
Maarid till tbat day, nd it Wjl not till o. 29, . . that he 'Vas Ore t 

lord Harri ngton . 1 {hould be glad to fee the orig'na 1 tt r8. 

The o'th r nrtic1e r the P.c -Lfion of an hundre thoufand r V't s gllln ed t 
king orge r. t he Pretender. The co'tor co ~ IrCI:i dlat h can difcov r n 
trace of its having been ever granted, but in this jCi:t .. r. If he h d not tit' 

iuw that lette1" himfclf, he would not have found it even th r • 
• 

The Oppoiition to {il· Ra' ert Wa1pole accufed hhn of being penfiofl'er to the 
Pretender. It teems Ihey did not know that the rC\Te fe was true! What ,",urni­
Eation for the houfe of utuan to be ,charged with O:ooping to accept b twe n 
four nnd five lhollf .. ~d pounds a year from their fucceii f\ 1 antago in! But I ' 
believe they ,""ere a inDO ent of it a lir Robert Walpole was of the faCl: with 

hicb the f~rgrer of his teflament has eodeavou'rcd to load him. The hillo­
rians of Am erd. m and the will· akers of Paris ~\fe not io much vogue. 
This _performance will not raife their reputation. There was an tlge when 

Uu ~ nobod 

, 
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nobody difputed whatever forgeries ,were fabricated in convents. 13)t great 
changes have happened £lute the donation of Conftantine could pars 'uncpI1- ' J 

.. troverte~: and it r~uired more 'adQ(efs than modern mOl1ks poife1s, a d mOj:e ,,/ 

ignorance than the preCent age is bieJfed with, to. Cupport alld endure .t <lIable 
. orgeri s. Learned men haV'e laid clown. rules fur examining internal and ex-

te nal evidence; that is, with much falemoity they have furnifhed com mol') 
fenfe with terms, and thought they taught it to ufe its own lights. BU:t 
when common {enfe is hot reftrained by power and prejudice, it caq make -
its way without the afliA:ance of thofe grave ,midwives, the Learned,. who del­
firoy at eaft as many c~itdJ:e~ as tliey fave • 

I wUl now make at few rematks on the work itfelf, and they fllaJ1 be but 
few; for when letters wInch fir Robert Walpole is fuppofe~l t have writtell! • 
in his life, are 'Proved fiCtitiol.ls, tue work to 'which they are an introdtllffion,. 
and which now fi.rft. appears fo long after his death, . s likel1 to meet with ttle 
credit. 

, . 
In page ~ fir Robert \V alpple i~ .made to complain. '¢ being aband'oned' by 

hi friends. This is for onte an undeferved ratite on mankind. No fallea 
minjfter ever e~perienced fuch firm attachment from his friends as he' did~ .. 
His firft levee after his (aM ~a$ fo Gfowded, that tho e of the new nU­
nifiers -beca:llle a proverb for their emptinefs. He remained the oracle of' 
his party curing ,his tru'e~ furviving years: and for the fix weeks of his Jail: . 
illnefs, bis h01.Jfe and his doo,r wer~ e~traordinarilr fre,qutmted by .all ranks of' 
men. BOth then and before he was confulted by the king and duke of Cum­
berland, and different mintfterSr--But I mu{\ ftop; I am aot writing his h.i.f. 
tory, but confuting.faICehoods .. 

I muA: obferve that the lira 'VoUime tends to d'ecq: eC>wmerce; the fecon 
advifes the Englitll to mind little {)r nothing elfe. Are thefe contradiction$. 

' 1ik~ the good fenf<i of fir Robert Walpole, Qr th~ nonfenfe of an. itnpoftod 

With equ.al truth, and equal ab(urdity, the fuppo ed author", page IO,ls made-
'9 harangue ag ~nft tht~ a opted royal family. To ftate fuch pafrages, is tC)' 

... refute t~ern. In page I2~ is a fimilar argument ill favour of popery. I Ho 
low ' ~s 'each caufe funk when ftr Robert Walpole is. borrowed for their­
miffiQoary !, 

, . 
, , . . 
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hereditary right are in, the wrong to faHify and depreciate his birth. 
fo many ,royal lines produce fo many fools, they iliould .not remind the orld " 
that it ought to {eek for great princes wI erever they can be found. rom· / 
well was not fo great a tyrant ~ Henry VHf. or James II. or Loui, IV~' 
~d he was .a much abler prince: The firO: was bubble abroad, the fecond 
'a ~ 01 at home :lod abroad, the third a d tl:fI)yer of mal kind. England never 
made a greater figu~e than under Cromwell; and though the d~ke of Marl­
horough and Mr. Pilt extended farther the glory of our arms, we frill enjoy 
Jamaica, which was not raviilied from us by contemptible treaties, as the 

uits ha...ve been of tbe £ucceffes obtained by thofe other ,great men. 

The conquefts made by Mr. Pitt arc not mentioned by me improperly. 
They were the true fource of half the blunders before me. The author 
pr.eaches againft them in every page of his work. Unfortunately he forgot 
that when fir Robert Walpole d~ed, there was no queftion of conqueft, He . 
remained in ower a very iliort time after the beginning of the war in 1741. 
Admiral Vernon had taken Porto Bello, .and mifcarried before Carthagena. 
The fucceeding mininers were no heroes. Lord Gr~uville talked very Lig, 
but achieved nothing; and was removed before fir Rdbert's d ath. The 
duke of Newcaftle, Mr. Pelham, and lord Hardwick were of no heroic mould, 
and accordingly did nothing. An invar'ion had been apprehended under 
rnarIh I'Saxe, which, though it mifcarried, left the nation alarmed at the views 
of France and the Jacobitcs. ' Sir Robert Walpole, for the Iaft year of hi:, 
life, had nothing ill hi thoughts but the dangers to which the crown would 
foon be expofed: ften and often did he repeat, "Within a t'l,velvemonth Ihis 
crowll w'll be fought for' on Ellgl!!b ground." I'is words were prophetic. 
The r b llion broke out':n thre mo ths after his death; yet is he made to 
talk as if he ndcmned the meafures of MI. Pitt, and bad lived to e Mar­
tinico, Guadaloupe, '~ebec, LotfHbourg" the Havannah, conquered, the 
fleets of Fraace and Spain d ftroyed, and both Indies at the mercy of reat 
Britain Alas. his 1 ft hours were gil cd with no fuch pleating vifions ! He 
felt all that! atriot melancholy which would have caft a gloom 0 r his faint~ 
iog foul, if he had Ii 'cd to fee the tr ty of Utrecht renewed. Turn to p. 8 
a.i.d 72. L profits' ce grandes conquetes n'equivalent done pas Ie frais 
<Iu'elles entrninent, fays the fuppofed minifter, who had been d d '4 or I.) 

years bcfor~ they were mad. In the very next page we arc aikcd, Comment 
la. nation Angloife .()[e-t-elle publier que la France touche .au m(l)ment de Ii 

decadence ~ 
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ndtnc ? \V that the language of Ij .. P,4.>' 44. nd t11 b ginning of 45 ~ 
or of • 158, 59, and 60? 

Th'~ i an abC. lut proof of t for 
the auttior fa ,En Angl terre on u' p 
T i mean the tax on windows-whi h s not 1 '1 till aft t jjr Rob rr 
death. The roiro f: of there lund r mad me run through th reft ofttie. 
;vor: v ry u"rf. rily. I did not want to know fa filly Ii uthor's idea, bu . 

1!0 (how that th y were not my farh r'. The \) ork i 10 v criricifm; bu 
the author defcrv d to b burnt in the h for an im ollar, and ~h t I h v 
done for him. It is unnec ffi r to fpecify more of hi ignora c and yen 
on points on which it was impoffibl for the moft trifling ngliili minUter t 
rni!l:akc; s i . ~ I 4, wh re he thO ok the h ufe 0 oommo s h fllely 
the right f prop0fing bills, aDd the lord of pproving and r jcai g; not 
knowing that oil houfea have bo h ri ht in common. In th not to t i 
dumfy blunder, it i f.lid that th kin l' co firms uching it witl 
}otis fc:: ptre, an ornament whi h the rin 0 n 1 nd mv ,. uf. s but at hi 
cor nati n. I nly men ion tIl c 'naccuraci r i ners. . r them 0 

I muA: take )10tlce of anoth r pi e of j rnor n , of which a minifl: r f thi 
countr could not b uilty. Th llth r, I . 2 9, t 1 0 go'U('rllor.r of pro­
vinca. ,Ve ha no fuch thing, x pt that iliad w, 1 r Hem na . I 
pofe the author m ant the ]. tter, b au c he i p ki g f·} cHon 0 Dl 

of parti ment, and fays, to fe ur a parti. nt, the urt appoit t fuch gOY roors 
of provill~ a it c.ln confiue in. 1 r at i t or igner , we h. v () !TO .. 
vernors of prov'ince . rd li u eua t hay no p er in 1 ion but by 
their perfonal intereft, if they h. pp 11 ·0 ha e nny. Sheriffi, y re, and 
(uch lik , are the returning offi' r , and are 'lnnu 1. he author may 
take his hoic of. hat he pret nd to h n1 ant. 

Bu of all his blunders, none' s mor fin iog than. the following, p. 2:2 3· 
La na ion Britanni ue erait- lie avoir fcc tH! Ie joug, pour dre parvenue 
rendre Ie parlemcnt triennial? I call this a moO. ftrikin blund r, though not 
a mor upital an.1r.hronifm than wh he had id on our conqueRs, but be­
awe fo imme Hately relative to fir Robert \¥ 411 ole. Durin his wh Ie admini .. 
r ti )n, tIl\. Oppofition to him contended for rri nni41l parliaments, whic~ ha 
ceo fuper£ ded ever finGe the ye r f716, when fept n.nial parliaments w r~ 

dlabliLhcd 

I 
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eO:ahlifhe(). The latter were maintained by fir Robert Walpole, contin ed to 
exift to his death~ and do continu to this very moment, cbruary J 7 7. 

He~ is another inftance of the £ame fl:amp. Sir Robert Walpole mad · /. 
to can the number of members in the houfe 01 commons .5 I3-Tbe real 
·~bei is 55 , by the addition of the 45 Scotch members, on the Union in 
queen Anne's reign. I think 518 baUoted on the q leftion of examining into 
the cQnduCl: of the earl of Orford, after he had \.litted the admiiliftrati nand 
was created a peer in 1742. Is it very likely that between that a!f3 a d Ilis 
death n 1745 he fhould forget a number fo memorable to himfe1f, and re· 
coHea only what had been the number fifty years before ?-So muth {or 
vo16me the firft! 

. 
The {eeond {hall give me and the reader very little tro\.lble. It is as dull, as 

unin~orttled, confufed, and contradiCl:ory as the firft ; and entirely founded 0 

events fuhfequent to the death of fir Robert Walpole; though the author, a little 
more lipon hi guard, takes care to afcribe a prophetic fpirit to the minUter, 
by making him forefee exaCl:ly the aefertion of Auftria to France, the affairs 
of Portugal, "lnd the enterprifes of the king of Pruffill: My father had faga­
city and penetr,atio.n, but cert. inly did n fQr~fee the exact hiftory of twenty 
ye "8~ The genuhle auther was however fohurt at our conqueHs, that they 
put · 1 off 'hi,s guard. In p. 77, he fays, n faudra bien du terns pour gue 
l'impr ilion favorable -que la nation a donnee d'elle puHfe s'effacer. Bllt ot 
all the im rop ieties that he has put into the mouth of fir Robert \Valpole" 
nothing exceeds his making him quote Corneille ' Si.r Robe;t Walpole could 
not [peak .a word of French, did read letters of hufinefs in that language 
. iti difficuhy, was con erfant with no French authors, and moft atruredly 
had never read one of theit poeta. He had little efteem for th'ofe of his ow~ 
country, and I dare aver had not even feen an the pi~ces of Pope that were 
publifhed in his own time. He had very little leifure ; and, when he had1 did 

,at b flow it 00 reading.. 

This feeond volum , i chiefly compofed of a tedious difcuffion of the vari­
ous i t rens f the 'uropean powers, mifuDperftood and mifapplied, and 
ecming with anachronifm. For inftance, p. 96, the author fays, after everY' 

' ~,ar pay dearly to the landgrave of Hdl"e for the ravages committed ill 
6 ~ 
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his cou rye Thi has undo b edly b n the cafe fine n y f: til r s d th; 
but whe was it fo in his life-tim ? 

ary of tracking [0 miferabl a writer, but I c nnot h Ip laughin 
at one particular cha ter, whi h begins . I79 anu ontinu to the end of". .. 
.229. Would.one b Ii ve that h.fi fifty dull pag Lhould b ut into th . 
mouth of fir R bert' Ipol, nnd be a diffi rtation on th nftitution of Po-
land? How exactly the author knew th miniO: r! and 1 w p rfeal 11 

fir Robert acquainted with that country! How import~nt mun: h hay 
thought it to his country to ."amine fa barbnrou , fo conCur d, and fo infig­
nificant a [yfiem! Les Townviz, fays h forment d' ffi 7. bonn troupe. 
Sir Robert \Valpole certainly kn w much of the Towavizs; about as much 
as he did of Gentoo!l, who no comport fo inter fting a p rt of our l'ter tur ." 
In a note at th end of this won 1 rful chapt r, it i fuggcfted that fir obert 
borrowed moO: of hi· ideas from the Jus olonicllm. h b r hat ork w 
puhlilhed in my father's tit .e or not, I know not. I n r faw it m}'£ If, who 
have dabbled in dull book " which he never did. ad thL cha ter been af .. 
cribed to lord Granville, who with all his wit, and fir , and talents, ccmdc­
fcended to ;ead, or conderc nded to pretend to read, the bad Latin of Germ. n 
civilians, it would not have been out of character. ir Robert Wal ole,/ 
would as foon have read The divine legation as the Jus olouicum. 

I have done with this impofture, and will add but ew words. 

Sir Robert vValpole clid no lea" a lheet of paper of his eompofitien be­
hind him, as 11 his family know. They had arncftly ·ifh d, and at time 
refpectfully prefred him to give [orne account of his own adminill:ration ; but 
neither hi health nor inclination permitt it. He refigned hi' places in 
February 17.P, and was engaged by the fecret commit ce rill June of th .. t 

- Y ar, when he went into the country for about three months. H was in town 
11 the {uc .eeding winter, as he was thofe of 1713 and 44, fitting at hom, 

receiving conftant vifits from his friends and party, confulted by mininers, 
and fometimes attending parliament. e paWed the two fummers 0 1743 
and 44 ·at Houghton, the only time in which he had aoy leifure: in thofe 
[umm n\ I WM not two whole months abfent from him, and do declare he 
never attempt«d to write any thing but neceffary letters. In one of thore 
fummers, I forget which, defrrous of amufing him, wh,ich his ill health re-

OL. II. X x quired, 

( 
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quhed, I propofed to read to him. He faid, What will you read? I a 
"s.'mofi: young men would to a ftatefman, Hiftory, fir. No child, f: 
know that cann0t be true.-Judge if he was likely to write .hifiory, 
tament. politiquc. 

wered, 
d he, 1 ,. 
r a tef:/, 

I fhouhl have Iaid, tha.t in the winter of 1743 he was much eng ged in allay­
ing the heats raiI~d by the partiality of th late king to the troo !) of Ha­
never, and was the folcauthor of compofing thofe animofities. In the winter 
of I 744, .he was ftiH more warmly and zealoufly employed in alarming tIl 
nation 011 the intel1'ded invauon under marlhal Saxe; he went to the h0ufe of 
lords, and exerted his former fpirit and eloquence with fuch dHtinClion, that 
the Jate prince of Wales, who was prefent, was ftruck, and fignified to him his 
pardon of aU that had paffed between them while my father .was minUler-as 
jf he had never been efientially ferviceable to the houfe of Hanover before! 
His health at that !ime declined greatly; and he could no longer go abroad 
from the inconvenience of ftones' in his bladder. In this melancholy ftate, 
during the fummer of 1744, he read the works of Dr. Sydenham, whom he 
much efteemed; and Dr. Jurin's Treatife on Mra • . Stephens's medicine for 
diffolving the ftone being put into his haGds, he found a refemblance in it to 
tl}e opinions of Sydenham. This determined him to tty J urin 's preparation. 

was brought to town with great difficulty, took Jurin's medicine, and was 
killed by it in March 1745. 

This folemn account of the conc1uuon of fo refpeClable a life was not due 
to fo gr:ovelliog an author as he who wrote Th~ teO:~ment politique; but it 
was due to truth, to tbe public, and to the beft of fathers. He wants no mo­
nument that fuch weak hands as mine can raife; but while they have motion, 
they £hall defend his memory againft forgeries. Calumnies I heed not: but 
he fhall nat be made to calumniate himfelf, while there is fenfibility in the 
foul of 

His affectionate fon 

HORACE 'V ALPOLE. 
February 16, J~67 ' 
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LIFfE OF MR. TH O MAS BAK E R. 

T HE deep or extenfive learning of a man of letters is but a barren field for 
biography. His notions are fpeculation; his adventures, enquiry. If 

his ftudies fermented or confolidated into c mpofitions, the hiA:ory of his life 
commonly proves but a regifter of the fquabbles occafioned by his works, of 
the patrons he Battered, of the preferments he obtained or miffed. The dates 
of his publication and their editions form the outlines of his' fiery; and 
frequently the plans or projects of works he meditated are taken to aid the 
account; the day of his death i fcrupuloufly afcertained :-and thus, to com­
pofe the life of a man who did very little, his biographer acquaints us with 
what he did not do, and when he ceafed to do any thing. 

Nor are authors fuch benefaCtors to the world, that the triBing incidents rJ{ 
their lives deferve to be recorded. The moft {hining of the clafs have not 
been the moft ufeful members of the community. If Newton unravelled fome 
arcana of nature, and exalted our ideas of the Divinity by the inveftigation of 
his works; what benefactions has Homer or Virgil conferred on mankind but 
a fund of harmonious amuii Ihent? Barren literati, who produce nothing, are 
innocent drones, whom the world has been fo kit d as to agree to refpect for 
having entertained themfelves gravely in the manner moft agreeable to their 
tafte. When they have devoured librarie&~, they are fuppofed to be prodigies 
of knowledge, though they are but walking or temporary dictionaries. Yet 
the republic of letters, confining its own honours to its own 'corporation. 
fondly decrees the diftinction of biography to moft of its aCtive, and to fome 
of its mute members. 

~ 

Comprelienfive as his ftudies were, his learning or his work were not my 
inceo.tives to recording memorials of Mr. Thomas Baker. His publications 
were very few, and his long-protracted life was marked by as few events as 

6 could 
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could well be fprinkled through fo extended a fpace, and in a period fo me­
morable for a revolution that left no man an uninterefted fp ctator. Yet, 
though his abilities re[cued his name from oblivion, and tbough he {hone as a 
confeffor for his principles; his fin gular modefty fo little fought the double 

, portion of fame he merited, that, though an accurate and indefatigable-recorder 
- - 4U the aCtions of others, he fcems to have humbly declined all care of regif-

tering any memoranda of his own fiory. I 
, 

That modefty', and that unaffected courage of confcience, with other virtues, 
particularly one th t feldom coalefces with martyrdom for confcience, I mean, 
impartiality-thefe were themes that I thought deferved to be tranfmitted. to 
pofterity; not only for the fake of the aCtor, but for the inftruCtion and imi04 
tation of mankind. The exampl of a virtuous man refigning his fortune 
rather than violate his oath, preferving charity for his antagonifts, and con­
tracting neither virulence nor pride from his fufferings, was an inftance too 
fingular not to merit feleCtion. One fuch action, executed "With intrepidity 
yet without oftcntation, could dignify a whole life; and ought to rank the 
fufferer with his more exalted companions in the fame caufe. If they facri .. 
ficed mitres to their ~ntegrity, he gav~ his oil j and on the altar o'f confcitncc 
the fidl:ling of a ~OCk2 we know, is as acceptable as a hecatomb of b lIs. 

Simplicity, the grace that flows from and moft comes good fenfe, and 
which naturally ought to accompany the purfuit of wifdom and the command 
of our paffions, has in all ages been forgotten in the ceremonial of philofophers .. 
In faa, their very pretenfions exclude fo humble an attribute. The Grecian. 
fages announced their own claims: their apes, tbe moderns, have not relin­
quiilied any demands on any part of the fuccdfion. Hence the modeft Mr. 
Baker, who was patient, humble, temperate; who fought neither fame nor 
riches; who was content with the poverty he embraced from duty; who 
fearcbed after truth, rather than wifdom; never attained the title of philifopher ~ 
the inference whence is not unfair, that it is a title oftener affumed by the 
wearer& than conferred. Mr. Baker was what his piety enjoined him to be, 
nd what prohibits all affumptbn of merit-a chrifiian philofopber, 

Born with parts an 1 induftry, glowing with virtue, and fortified with refo­
lution to adhere to the dictates of his judgment and confcience, the earlieff 
loffom of his talents was dedicated to the fame eaufe whic.h the uniform 

~ ten our 
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tenour of his life maintained. Smitten with the love f improvin his mind, 
he waded early into fcience: yet, though he faw its bcauti s, he difcel"ned its 
defeCts, and haftened to difC\ofe the delullons of the fyren, while he dif<':overed 
that he had tafted of her moft valuable favours. In' the ardour of youth, and 
enamoured of knowledge, he anticipated experience; and his {irft production 
proclaimed rhat maturity of years alone inculcates into others, that all is va­
nity but relig.ion. To lower learning and difplay it, has not been a rare effort 
of the love of paradox, which is the love of fame. Mr. Bak r defpifed the 
dexterity of the former, nor afpired to the latt r: he gave his book without 
his name. It was a tribute to his conviClion, and a caution to the proud of 
knowledge. He meant not to check enquiry, but to point out its proper goal. 

With the fame affec.tion to truth he could turn his mind from the enchant­
ing worlds of inveftigation to the dry colleClion of little faCts. With !hining 
parts he could condefcend to be an antiquary. From a companion of New­
ton he could floop to affociate with Antony Wood and Thomas Hearne. 
Gratitude, as well as fituation, feems to have given this complexion to his 
ftudies. Attached to a fociety that rej eCled him from its bofom, and I yet har­
boured him in its arms, he d dicated many days and hours to the hiftory of 
St. John's college. Though a fincere proteflant, the tender effufions of h:.8 
gratitude made him almoft a devotee of a female faint. The piolls foundrd, 
Margaret of Richmond, owes more to this Lutheran fon than to all that have 
.rifen from her alms to epifcopal thrones in either church-But I 'am antici­
pating his chaniCler, which will dart more confpicuoufly from his condufr. 
It was a ftar that feemed ~o occupy one only little point; but it was a fixed 
fiar; and when we examine it through the glafs of truth, we find it magnified 
without exaggeration. 

• 
I have warned the reader that it has been with difficulty that any pal'ti-

culars of the life of this good man have been recovered. The highell quality he 
ever affumed himfclf was that of j'ociu.r tjeEllJS, which he fometimes fubfcribed. 
The induftry of a * gentleman, who refembles Mr. Baker in his primitive fim ... 
plicity and attachment to the univerlity, has retrieved the few notices that I 
am able to impart-but genealogy and circumftances are but adventitious orna .. 
ments to a character that was fimple, confiftent and heroic. Yet Mr. Baker, 

.. The Rev. Mr. WiUiam Cole, formerly of Clare-hall and King's college, :md now rector of 
llurnj}am in Bu kinihamfhire. j 

. . though 
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though he voluntarily defcended to poverty, did not {pring from neceffitou9 
or ignoble parents. It was not returning to his natural condition, when he 
abandoned the good things of this world. , Sordid natures are more capable of 
revdting to a mean frate, than men of gentle birth of embracing ~he de-

:-. privation of comforts. His continuance among thore who {hipped him of 
- e' oyments was the noblen: emanation of a mind incapable of envE or r [ent­

ment. He quitted what he proved he loved, by remaining on f- foil that no 
longer yielded h,im any thing but a frone for his pillow. I 

Thomas Baker, a younger fon of fir George Baker of Crooke-hall * Lan­
call:er in the county of Durham , was born September 14, 1656. With his 
elder brother George he was admitted penfioner of St. John's college in Cam­
bridge J llne 13, 1674; and Thomas was received as {cholar of the fame col­
lege in November 1676; and as perpetual fellow of the fame fociety in 
1\1arch 1680. In the books of the college is mention of a Thomas Baker as 
eleCled librarian in 1699, and Hebrew reader in 1700: but as our Mr. Thorn 
Baker was then fellow only by connivance, and was aClually deprived of his 
f llowlhip in 1717; the gentleman who communicated this in,telligence rea­
fonably concludes that the fociety d~d not heap additional favours on one 
whom they only tolerated amongll: them: and he confirms this conjeClure by 
obferving~ that~ on Mr. Baker's expulfion, he is ftyled {enior Baker for 
difrinaion. 

At what ge Mr. Baker dedicated himfeif to the church, does not appear. 
'I'hat it was the profeffion he voluntarily embraced, cannot be doubted from 
the unvaried colour of his IWe and ftudies, and from his having adhered to a 
monall:ic life, when .divefted of the privilege of exercifing his minill:ry. Born 
under a tempefr of contending feCls, his reafon no fooner began to develop 
it~ If than he heard nothing but t~e confliCt of the like warring elements. 
The jealoufy of popery, that had alarmed the ftaunchefl: proteftants under a 
devout king, blazed with reafon under his profligate fon, who was influenced 
by a brother, whore undern:anding he defpifed, in the point that moll: demands 
the ex rcife of one's own judgment. The controverfy was managed, at lean: 
on the fide of the church of England, W'ith the higheft abilities; y t when 

* By his admiffion in the College regiller it ap- The name of the place IS Lanchefter, and it is 
pears that his father was then only an efq~i"reJ' fo fpelt in the will • 
.and I .do not believe he was afterwards knighted. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Baker confecrated hi fervices to that church, though it was the preuo­
minant, it neither enjoyed the partiality of the crown, nor promifed a life of eafi 
and tranquillity, at leaft to one who fathomed every dqty, nor difpel1fcd with 
himfelf in the performance of the moft difficult. This is not mere conjeCl:ure, 
nor draw.n from the tenor of his d licute confciel1ce. Th1r. Baker early and 
boldly bore tefHmony to his religious fentilllents. Here are the proofs: 

1 
In the libra y of St: John's college is a colleetion of the London gazettes. 

That of July 5, J 688, contains thore emanations of loyalty tbat attend all 
princes in poffeifiul,l (and had not been wanting to Richard Cromw 11), and 
an account of the rejoicing made on the birth of king James's fuppofed fan, 
in particular of thofe celebrated at Durham, under the aUfpices of biiliop 
Crewe, to whom Mr. Baker feerns to have been c1nplain. On the margin of 
that gazette Mr. Baker has written thefe words: " This account was drawll 
up by the biOlop, as his fecretary Mr. Peters told me. I was prcf,.nt at the 
folemnity. If I d~d nOt rejoice as I ought, pardon me, P pod, that fin1" 

What delicacy of confcience! The good man trembled for his religion, yet 
doubted whether theOmnipotent did not expect that he lhould exult in what .. 
-ever good luck befell his vicegerent-But, of what religion were they who in­
vented fuch principles? If the Ruler of the univerfe vifits a Gnful world ,with 
peftilence, can he require us to rejoice at the calamity? In other w~rd8, can 
Almighty Wifdom exaCt our feeling contradiCtory f~nfations{ Though a. 
Fious perf on fays be rejoices, does lie 'rejoice? Such doCtors enjoin lip­
worlhip, as if the All-feeing could be impofed Or). by a formulary of words. 
This is abfurd cafuiftry, OevHi d by bigots, and recommended by knaves. 
Nor 'could Mr. Baker's good f-enfe have fwallowed {uch nonfenfe, if the ten­
dernefs of his piety had not been alarmed by what he had bec:n told WaS his 
duty. He thought it fafer to truft to l\i$ confcience than his judgment. 
Nor bad paffive obedience ever a fincerer viCtim, or did good fenfe ever lofe a 
worthier fon mified by authority. Bilhop Crewe proved lefs {incere, or lets . 
firm. 

In the fame gazett is an account from Whitehall of July 6, of the removal 
{)f the Judges, (a clear indication that the king was aCting againft law) and of 
the alt ration of thofe appointed to hold the fum mer affizes on the northern 
circuit. There too Mr., Baker has attefied his own conduCt, with the fame 

VOL. LI. Y Y dubitation 
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dubitation whether he had not tranfgrelfed his duty in obeying the dictates of 
his confci nee. It is fUll more remakable, that he wept his want of devotion 
to his worldly mafier after king James was divefted of power. There can 
b no doubt but fuch contrition would not have been felt, if king James had 
been fllcccfsfu l. Mr. Baker's fcruples never led him to facrifice rus religion 
to his prince, while in poiTeffioll. Had James triumphed, we r lj.y jufily con-

' elude that Mr. B ker would have laid down his life for h' s £; itl~. The relill­
quilhm ot of fortt1ne is near r to the ftake, than to a time-fel'l1'ing compliance. 
1 t was generous JO. bewail his own want of blind zeal 'for an unfortunate 
prince. He would have feen J ames's folly in its true light, if reduced- to the 
option of emolument or the crofs. The death of Charles I. has won him. 
many hearts, that would have 'abhorred his tyranny i( it had been. fuccefsful 

H At Durham," fays 1\11'. Baker, "I preached before the judges (three· 
of the ecclefiafiic commiffioners being then prefent). I could eafily obi; r e 
the fermoll gave offence (and indeed jufily); and yet it paffed without cen ... 
fure. I have {ince burnt it, as I did the ref!:." 

Here gqod na'ture pauCes to lament thofe confelTors who refined king 
James, and thought it t11 ir duty to become victims to their oaths. Indignation 
takes their part, and condemns oaths that are not mutual, and that are fup~. 
pored to bind but one fide. What foundation can there be for fubJeCts de­
voting themfelves to their prince, if he is bound by no recipJocal ties? If 
they are his chattels, pis herd, his property, oaths are frivolous. He has 
power to punifil them if they revolt, hether they are fworn to him or not. 
To fwear to a king, without reciprocity from him, is fubjeCting our fouls to. 
him as well as our bodies. We are to be damned to all eternity if he makes 
hi tyra ny intolerable. Proclaim him God at once. God alone can be 
truiled with power over our mlr¥s: God-alune can judge how much. we 
can endure. Shall one of ourfelves be emperor of the mind ?-No, faid Mr. 
Baker-yet repented t~at he had faid fo !-And we mull: admire the beauty· 
of that integrity, which, inftead of recurring to the refinements of cafuifrry to 
difcover a falvo that would eonfole it, bowed to arguments again ft. itfelf, and! 
diftrufted its own reafon more than its fcruples. 

A conteft fo nice ought to make us', who ftand at a difiance, view the com­
batants with impartiality. .Sancroft, who preferred· his oath to his mitre, and 

TilIotfon 

" 



In the next letter but one is an inveeliv againft lib rty. 
of fir Robert Walpole from tbe title-page, and fubftitIJte tIl t f th r 
confeIfor of James II, and the work would r ally have an ir of prob 

The n t to page 33, in whieh the ed'tor ex pI ins tIl form of affir g 
bill , is, like all tll"~ reft, full of miftake ; but th £ b is.fo good to a e to 
his own account; and tl.erefor I leave him in pOm flion, In nother note, 
page 35, he informs us, that if a king of England d cl rc w r on a perfonnl • 
account, he wages . t his own pri at xpence.. This is nev tc u ' ugli 01. 

Til -n follows a deduCl:ion of the hiftory of England, the tend n y of whi h 
is to deny M na Charta. If thofe worthy 1 bour ra th teft m n _m or 
of this age bad e iiled fevent n hundred y rs go, I fuppo£; they would 
have'! m de Julius ezfar 1 ave behind him , n . v Cl:ive a inft ufurp fan. 
They fcorn the Ie ft grain of prob bility, and yet e pea cr di~! 

The reign of eory IV. by whom I am [0 c1 rit ble 33 to believe th{. 
author meant Henry V. i faid to have b e co tin .. d ,ij ries of vielo iea 
over France. I do not know whom h m n wh n he £ y8 ~ ry 1 f. 
govern d his parliaments by maintaining t m in all th . r prer gatiVi. t 

was very gentle way of guarding th il' privil ge , by threatening the' h ad 
if they denied him a fub£dy. 

Elizabeth's haugi ty tone lS forgotten. and Jam 8 I. £g 
arch of {pirit. Such hiliory is orthy of fuch fyftcms! 

mo-

Cromwell is called b.y this vulgar writer a brewer' fan. Th parcifi n of 
h dita 

.. 
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7illotfon, who, in acc pting it, adhered to the principles that he ha avowed 
when perfecution, not emolument, was thl:! probabl conii qllence of his r fill:­
ance, deferve to be efteemed honeft men. James, who had violated hi coro­
nation oath, and yet expected that the minifl:ers f religion fhould prefer 
their oatts to their r ligion, wa. guilty, if either ncroft or Tillotfon was 
ill the wron. The chief magiftrate of any country, who is a rock f offi nc~ • 
to the eonfc ences of his fubjeCts, deferves no commifera iOll. Th profufion 
of advantages that are iliowered on kin s to enforce the authority of magif­
tracy, and to reward them for their fuperintcnd ncy of the whole community, 
enhances their guilt when they fet an example of trampling on the laws 
which it is both their duty and their imereft to preferve inviolate-and none 
but womaniili minds will pity them, when they provoke their fubj as to 
throw off allegiance, and incur the penalty of th ir crimes. The blind fi: 
bigot to the memory of Charle I. or Jame II. cannot deny, that both w re 
the original aggreifors. Had they both acted conformably to th conftitution 
and laws, no man living can think that any part of the Ii tioo would have re­
volted. Did not fuip-money and difufe of parliaments precede the reb Ilion t 
or ere the caufes of it? Did not James in the dawn of. his r ign hoifl: the 
banner of popery? Had not San croft and the fix bi£hops be n imprifoned for ' 
withftanding the difpenfing power? If San croft wa a fincere protefl:ant, 
could he believe that his oath bound him to an idolatrou king, who had per­
jured himfelf by promoting idoJatry ? Might not Tillotfon think that the king's' 
perjury abfolved his fubjects from their oaths? Sancroft, I verily b Iieve, 
was fo weak a to be of the contrary opinion. He was deluded by the con­
dua of the primitive Chr1ftians, who fubmitted to the higher powers-Bll 
how wide was the difference! The pagan emperor of Rome had never fworn 
to() maintain pure chriftianity-and the early Chrifiians themfelvcs (if not the 
firft, who had no opportunity of relifiance) were not very paffive, a foon a 
their numbers enabled them to ure tempo I weapons for the d fenc of their 
religion. . Mr. Baker, of a more enlightened und rfl:anding than Sancroft s, 
yet acted the fame dilinterefted part. But what fevere reflections does the 
purity of their conduct call forth on a fet of men who in the fame cau{c; 
aCted and have a d the counterpart to thofe confeffi rs !-I mean thofe 
J~cobit s, ho did take the oaths to king ""illiam ~nd the fucc eding princes 
down to ' the prefent reign, and yet conO:antly promoted the interefl: of a 
family they had fo folemnly abjured! Let their conduCt be tried by the 

Y y 2 Il:andard 
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flandard of their own Bancroft, and let us hear by what cafuiftry they will be 
abfol ved from guilt and contempt! 

The three ecclefiafHc com iffioners alluded to by Mr. aker in his preced­
_ ing note, were, probably, Cr we, bithop of Durham, and two o( the n 

• . udges. r 
Thore commiffioners ,order d an account to be retu ned t~ them of t e 

names of all [uch of the clergy a rcfufcd to read his Maj fly's Declaration of 
A pri! 7, for liberty of confcience. 

On the margin of the Gazette tor Augufl: 23, J 688, Mr. Baker has written 
this note: "1 was ordered by the bifhop of Durham [a commi£Iioner] t<t 
attend the archdeacon, Dr. Granville, for the execution of tbis order; which 
I readily did, knowing it to be enjoin d me as a penance for my fooner dif­
obedience, having refufed to read the Declaration in his chapel, and forbid my 
curate to rend it at my living • The good man's anfwer was, that he would 
obey the king and. the biihop, and the firft man he returneq fhould be the 
archdeacon, his curates not having read it in his abfence ; but had he been 
prefent, h would have r ad it himfelf. Not long after he and I were both of 
us d prived for difobedi nee of another kind, and the commanding bHhop 
'fay d himfelf by his ufual com liance.~' 

Here Mr. Baker's underf1:and'ing and confcicnce appear in their full Iuf1:re. 
He faw it was not his duty to obe the king aq,ainft his religion. He dif­
obeyed. Yet when James had deferve<:lly loft his crown, Mr. Baker facrificed 
his fortune r ther than take an oath to another. Dr. Denis Granville, dean 
and archd aeon of Durham, acted the fame part, though with lefs merit, haT­
ing been read to humour the king in hit> injunCtions. His bifhopric was 
the religion of bifhop Crewe, and, he as ready for the toleration of popery or 
for fuppreffion of it, according ,to the humour of the king!ln the throne. · 
But ~hen bifhopa fit fo loofe to both religions, one may be very fure they 
are not fincere in either, but would be Mahometans if tbe archiepifcopal 

• This thows that Mr. Baker loll a living as will that it was the patilh of Long-Newton ill 
w 11 $ his feliowOlip ;:lnd it appears from his the bHhopric of Durham. 

4 mitr 
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mitre were turned into a turban. They have not b en fo pliable tow rd any 
reformed church of Chriftians who do not admit of an pul nt clergy. The 
whole tenour and fpirit of the gofpel inculcate poverty, charity, and felf-denial. 
It is not fo ~afy tb pro v from the New T ftament that archbHhop.ric and 
bifhoprics, in the mode'rn fenfe, are of diviA~ infiitution. St. Pete( and St. 
Paul woul have flared at being faluted by the titles of your grace and Iyour .. 
lordfhip ; d on what text are founded deaneries, prebends, chapter, and 
ecclefiafikal ~ourte, thofe popifh excre[cenci s of a: fimple' religion, ware y t 

to feek. Tranflations f:om one ij e to another are no doubt authorifed by 
the fame chapter of one of the four evang liAs, though I know not of which, 
wherein prelates are enjoined to vote always with the prim mil ift r fo r the 
time being; as the Swifs fight for the prince, hatcver his religion i who 

, takes them into his pay. 

Thefe notes on the gazette that I have cited, and the firmnefs of his fubfe­
quent conduCt, pro 'e that Mr. Baker was pr pared to nl t every florm tha 
could fallon him in the caut4 of his religion. It was the fiamp of a mind frill 
more ditinterefied, that he wa not equally ready to triumph with his religion. 
when it was viCtorious. He had not forefeell the fall of th tyrant, nor had 
cOllfidered royalty on the great fcale of the intercfts of the public, and as an 
office only held by the poff"eff"or for the b neBt of the people. The fuffi rin gs­
of Charles I. whofe crimes were not of the magnitude of his fan's, had r ifed 
a [pirit of cnthuliafm in his partifans, and conjured up in their minds a pro­
fane idulatry of kings, that was incontiftent both with true religion and Cbm­

mon fcnfe; and had been t oded even to genealogic fucceffion-as if bing, 
born of a certain race cou1d entitle any family to a right of violating with 
impunity all laws, both divine and human. Mr. Baker had unhappily imbibed 
thofe prejudices; . but, as his virtue corr~a:ed the errors of his underftanding 
himfelf was he only perf on whom he attl!mpt d to facrifice to hit, mifiaken 
loyalty. He was never fufpeCted of. caballing againfi the new efiablilh d 
government; and, while his own order and both univcrlities, Oxford in par~ , 
ticular, fwarmed with factious priefis, and engendered fame whofe zeal dipped 
them even in plots of affaffination againfi the deliverer of the prote{tant religion, 
the meek Mr. Baker was content with the crofs he had embraced, and never 
profaned his piety by rebellious intrigues. He even lived in charity, in com~ 
munion, ill friendlhip with churchmen of the moft oppolite principles. He 
affifted the ftudies and publications of archbiiliop W ake ~nd bW10P ooet : 

and 
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-and while turbulent incendiaries and Jacobite pricfts, who had taken the oaths 
to king William, pourecl delu res of filth a d malevolence on the head of billiop 
Burnet, for having, like an honea: man, ntured his life in the caufe of his 
religion, and or baving (bi reateft crime) recorded the crimes of the Stu-
rts and their minifr r nd ere tures, Mr. ak r did juftice to the d'laraCl:er -=. of the man, and contribut d to his Hinory of the r",formation o~that church 

t ~ which they both adhered, and which oth r pr teftant di ines Ihave ad • 
voured to fubjeCl: a uin to a Roman e tholic fover ign. Mr. Ba er's condu 
1 the moll fevere an[w r to all fuch lib Hers and r negades. 

That prejudic and obftinacy were not the fole arbiters of this good man' 
confcience, appear d from hi, being difpofed to take the oaths to the new go .. 
vernment, as ii ou as his old mailer king James was no more; 'whole tam- . 
p ring, in concert with that other royal faint, Louis XIV. in the aifaffination­
pI t, and from which their m mories will never be wafhed *, had fhaken the 
Ilcgiance of many f his warmefr d votee: But the impofition of an oath of 

abjuration difpell d all thoughts in Mr. Baker of conformity: erhaps not 
from mere t ndernefs. H. wa too coofci ntiou to take an oath to king Wil .. 
liam ~ith any intention of tranfgrcffing it, like fo many others, on·a good 

The nlarfha} duke of erwick, fon of kin~ confpirators a8ually intended to {hoot the king; 
J ames, in his own Memoirs written by himfelf, and lord. Portland Temonlhat d to Louis himf< If 
has thefe words: "Pendant mon fejour . Lon- at Verfaille. jlgainft the appearance f the duke 
(\res, aynnt ete informe qu'il 8'y tramoit une Gon- of Berwick there, as privy to the plot of ;\11' aina­
fpintion eontre la perfonne du prince d' range, tioD. Lord Portland tells king William fo in hi 
je crus que, m prin ipal mimon ctant finie,je ne letter :-and who can doubt it, when he Limfelf 
devoi pas p rdr Ie t ms ,.ega ner la ranee aekn wledgel fo much? Had the confpirator 
pour nc point me trouver confondu a\'ec les con- been ble to feize th perfon of William, would 
jures, dont Ie dc/fein me paroitroit clifficile a they hav'e hcfitated at murder if he or his guards 

" CUt!!!l." Vol. i, p. 145. Not a word of ab. had refifted? William hasl James in his power, 
llorrence of fo trociou a defign; it was the and facilitated his eCcape from Rochefte'r. A 
tliIliculty of the execution that nagger d t1 e man who had the meannefs to flt, and triumph 
good duk I nd made him eonrult his Cafety. 'over, the duke of Monmouth, and then put him 
In the next ' page he is ftill more explicit; he to death, would, no doubt, have been tender of 
owns th.'\t, Louis and Jame being apprir. d William's 1ife, if the confpirators had had f< 
of the coufpiracy, James waited on the fea- little zeal, alter fuce eding ill carrying off til 
coaft fOl; the vent of the plot. It is true, the king, a not to have fav.ed James thf' troubl 0 
duke pret nd that the c nfpirators aimed only ligning the warrant for his death! After own­
at feizing king William: hut the words 9u~/lJll6 ing the plot, it is folly to endeavour to pa1liate 
~'lJtnltrl4"t imply that an event of the confpiracy it, and as great folly to believe the palliation! 

oul4 not be unw.elcome. It was prov d that the 

opportunity; 
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opportunity; but having fallen into fuch difficulties by his r ligious obli rv­
ancc of the oath he bad taken, he was probably averfe to entangling himfelf 
in more fnare . And !ince the experience of feveral reigns has demonfirated 
how little binding oaths are but to the mofi virtuous of luankind, it were to. 
be wiili'ed that they were adminiftered with great circumfpeClion. Th per­
juries at tl CuftoOl·hou~, and in the cafe of eleCtions, caU for the abrp .. · 
gation of a facraOlent that has loft all fanctity • 

• 

Mr. Baker retain d his fellowlhip to the death of queen Anne, by die con 
nivance of Dr. Jenkin the rna er, who at 6rft had been him£' If a non-juror, 
but on taking the oaths had b n elected head of the coll ge.. Th acceffion 
of a new family of foreigners, who were not lineal heirs, and whofe relation to 
the crown was too remote not to offend the prejudice of the vulgar, incitecl 

. the vigilance of government to be ftria in impoling the oath of fidelity. !t­
was tendered to and refuCed by Mr. Baker. In his life in the Biographia Bri .. 
tannica, it is afl"erted, that be hau. hoped to continue td b fcreened by the 
mafter, and wa offend d at that indulgence being withdrawn;' but the proof' 
of that affertion i very inadequate to the inference.. He wroc h;mfelf in th 
blank leaves of all th books he afterwar s gave to the college jociiu '!iCE/til ... 
If, when a confcientious man facrifices, his fortune to his integri y, it is de-­
manded that he {bould have no fenfe of tbe facrifice; the d mand woulJ not: 
Qnly be abfurd, but would defiroy half the beauty of the action. What t erit 
is there in conquering paffions to which we are infen!ible r Is it not rather 
contradiction in terms? How remote too is indignation and a liv 1y fenfe of 
our lofs, from patience? Or can any rda convey lefs refentment than flcius 
geE/us? M , I own, th y rike as humble and re!igned;, and were I to fearch.. 
for an inv.idious interpretation, the utmoft I could difcover in the words flciu~ 
ej~E/us would be a t ftimonial borne by the victim to his own virtuous deed. 
If, after all, Mr. Baker retained a lively fi nfe of his deprivation, the long re­
mainder of his days was a conLlant triumph over his anger,; for he remaine( , 
i~ the college, under the jurifdiction of the mafier who had expelled him, in 
charity with his late colleagues, and dedicated many of his hours to the illuf .. 
tration of the hiftory of his college. Hia meek, mod fi, inoffenfive behaviour ­
never varied. Avarice, the prepofterous pallion that often, increafes with our ' 
decay, never ftained Mr. Baker's fimplicity. He had little, but thought it 
enough; and had the greatnefs of mind to decline offers of what would bav 
been wealth in. his. cir.cumftances. 

r 
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It is indeed afTerte in thr new edition of the Biographia Britannica, that 
Mr. Prior ceded to Mr. B ker the profit of his fellowlhip after his expulfioll. 
If he did, t~e generous aCt was worthy of fo honeft and amiable a man as 
Mr. Prior; and it IS oat t detraa: frora the generofity of one whofe fou\ 
glowed with frieodlhip and good-nature, and whofe poetry owed n~ one of 

'it grac ful and genteel beautiea to afperity, that I am obliged, 0 he remark ~ 
of the gentleman to whom this traCt is chiefly indebted, to doubt f the reality 
of the gift. Thougn Mr. Baker could ,have enjoyed the benefit 'of the ceffion 
but very few yeats, he being ejeCted in 17I7; 'and Mr. Prior dying in 172 I ; 

tqe generofity was complete, Mr. Prior not being able to cede his fellowlhip 
but while he enjoyed it. ut on the authority above mentioned, I mull: 
queftion the faCt; not from the want of humanity in Mr. Prior, but from hi 

wn ircumftances, which could ill allow him to be fo munificent. Mr. 
Prior bequeathed books to the value of '200/. (together with the portraits or' 
himfelf and the earl f Jerfi y) to t. John's college, in acknowledgment for 
having h ld the fellbwOlip during his life. It is no proof, though pefhaps a 

'prefumption, that he would no~ have been fo fenfible of the obligation, if he 
had ced d it to anoth r; but in faCt Mr. Prior's own fortune wa fo far from 
fpl ndid, that he wa little en bled to be a patron. He had had the intrinfic 

. m rit of h avin raifi d himfcf by his abilities from obfcurity to !hining emi­
nence both in po try and in ~he ftate-and yet there is no trace of his having 
be n greedy of wealth. He left a v ry inconfiderable fortune, and at the 
very moment of Mr. Baker's facrifice Mr. Prior's own friends were fallen 
in to fuddc11 difgr c , 0 of his patrons i:f was in the Tow r, and the other 
in c ril e, :lnd he himfelf under pro£ tion by parliament. It appears from 
his fri nd Dr. iff, that Mr. rior had prepared 'no pecuniary fh Iter againfi: 
the ftorm. "Our friend Prior," fay'" he, " not having had' the viciffitude of 
human thing before his ye, is likely to end his day in as forlorn a fi:ate as 
any other poet ha don before hirfi., if his friends do not take more care of 
him than he did of himfi If." wife Letters from 1703 to 1740, publi!h d 
by Dr. -Iawkfwo th in 1766, in 3 vol. octavo, p, 50. Accordingly the Dean, 

ith Mr. Pope, Dr. Arbuthnot, and Mr. Gay,'with a zeal that will for ever 
illuftrate that friendly focit.ty of men of the firft genius, who never fuffi red 

ither jealoufy or ev n (rty to interfere with their efteem for congenial merit, 
fet on foot, promoted, and carried into execution a fubfcription for the publi-

Robert Harley e2tl of Oxford. 

cation 
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cation of Mr. Prior's works....:.-Mr. Prior, with his other \"lrtues, ,was a man of 
no oftentation.; would 'be have accepted a fubfcription for hrrnfelf, wbili 
ceiling an independent, though {qlaU, income to another ? Yet the affertion is 
poGtiv.e. It is not decent to contradia a getltlertll~n of unimpeached ch~raaer 
.on what41e affirm .; yet it may beprefumed, th t, being a matter of tradition. 
at th-e dift · cc of near fl.xty years the ' original reporter may have been ' 
miftaken. I 

• 

There is filll lefs foundation for believing what is a{ferted in a marginal 
note in the .firft :edition of the Biographia Britat nica, p. 3726. that bi1110p 
Burnet .aU owed Mr. Baker an annuity. That they had literary conneCtion 
is well knqwn, probably 'Commellced by Mr. Bake!:'s fending the pr late many 
correCtions of his Hi.fl:ory of the Refonpation, which his lord£hip mentions with 
I 

great gr«titud'e and efl: em, in the introduilion to his third volllme, where he 
has alfo printed Mr. Baker's obfervations. But the term~ employ d by the 
bHhop are far from implying either familiarity or patrqna~'e; and as that Wil$ 

his l;lft publication, being dedicated to George J. and (13 Burnet died in March 
1715, near two years before Mr. Baker roil: his fillowfhipt it i 1 pt probable 
that the billiop would have feleCled a ocnjuror for the object o( his bounty, 
and lefs probable that Mr. Baker would have accepted it; b , who, when l,'e- , 
duced to m-uch narrower circumftances, would not ftOop to accept ~molu. 
meots from the head of the triumphant church. , Havitlg affifted archbHhop 
Wake in hid work on the Rate of the church, his grace offered to Mr. Baker 
the nomination of any friend he would recommend to a living of 200/. 

year, Gnce he could not accept it himfelf. This generous gratitude Mr. aker 
declined, and defired that hi's grace's f.'l.VOUf might be confined to a prefent of 
the book i!1.queA-ion. Nor can ' it earily be believed, that a man who never 
hoafted of the diftinClions he received, would have be n filent on obligations. 
,Mr. Bak~r certainly did receive pecuni~r:y~refellts from Edward Harley the 
fecond earl of Oxford, and it is faid they were an annuity of 60/. a year. 
Mr. Baker ever gratefully ilcknowledged the patronage of the noble M~cenas, 
to whore hoofe a.t \Vimpte he was ah ays a welcome gueH. More of their 
conneaion itt appelf, when we come to fpeak of tIle difpofltion of Mr. 
Baker's WQtks. 

Excluded from the churcb, in whofe fervice he had intended to exert hi. 
ael.ivity and pious ' labours, he was r-educed to the exer.cife of Ilis private 

VOL. II. Z z virtue, 
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vir lIes, and at liberty, if rver man wa , t; indulge his paffion for ftudy. It 
a the occupation 'of the reO: of his life, and from tl1e a!ra of his deprivation 

there is no trace of vents in his long couffe but fuch as were literary. I 
{hall h ref ore confine wha I have farther to fay of Mr. Baker to the. chapter 
of his writings; and even ch ck the plcafure I have in . doing jl!lfitce to hi 
virtues. unlefs where th y break out indireetly from cit umft . ceo theat at­
tended hi own compofitions, or the communications with whitth he affifted 
other authors. • 

Mr. Baker's firft publication wa his Reflections on Learning, publinled in 
oetavo, 1699, without his name. It is a work full of learning, wit, and in .. 
genuity, and defervedly raifed the author's reputation; yet as much as I ad ... 
mire it, it would be the partiality of a biographer to his hero, not to allow 
that it has confid ~able d ~ ets. The editors of the new Biogra~,ia have 
juO:ly r preht!nded Mr. Baker's fiyle, which is far from poffeffing mod m 

legance, and from being formed by a good ear. It i not fo univerfally 
repl te with coarfe and vulgar language, a the ftyle. of Dr. Echard, 

r. Bentley, and Dr. Wootton; men whom however I rather mention with 
'NIl'. ak r as luminaries of fcience and wit, than to cenfure the harlhnefs and 
want of purity in their dietion. But Mr. Baker's book had a mor confider­
able £. ult than the defect of elegance. It want d a logical concluCton. The 
tit! f his work explains his fcope. "R fl etions upon Learning; wherein 
i {hewn the infufficiency thereqf in its £ veral particulars, in order to evince 
th ufefulnefs and neceffity of Revelation." 

The fathers who decried human learning in ortler to enforce the one thing 
ncce{fary, r ligion, argued confequentially, fuppofing God implanted a pro .. 
penfity to arts and fciences in the heart of man, and yet did not intend that 
he !l)ould make any ufe of the pO'f\rers beftowed. The fathers too, who held 
that abfurd doetrine, had at leaft the excufe of appr hending th~t the nd of 
the world was at hand. ut feventecn hundred years have pretty well ex­
pI d d that vifion' and therefore we muft be the more furprifed to hear an 
illg nious man argue ike:: nthufiafts of the fecond or third century. 

That human induftry ha not perf. eted, probably cannot perfeCt, every 
fdeuce; is a felf-evident truth, but perhaps not a melancholy one. The 
iov ftigation is delightful; and fo exquifite is the goodnefs of the creator, that 

' . h · 
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he has taught us to firike out numerous enjoyments e en from impcrfi tl:: 
knowledge. \Vhere he has not given us fpecitics, he has beftowed fuc­
cedaneums. If the pyr. mid were rai~ d by £lender fkill in mechanics, 
though b great labour, they might be erected in I fs time now, yet would 
not laft nger. The natives of t heite ould carve without iron. A 
Grecian or ~ man co Id xecute work in cameo or intaglia without micro,. 
fcopic glaffi , which w an not imitat with fuperior advantage. But how 
ooes r velation fupply he defeCts of knowledge, except in what it was 'ven 
to reveal? I will mention a few of Mr. Bake 's topic, to which rcvelati n 
feems a. very inadequate fupplement. In fact, e.'c pt morality, I fcc not wh t 

revelation wa intended to improv , has improv d, or could im rove. If it 
even has not improved morality, it is not the fault of rev lation, but of hofe 
o whom it has been difp nCed. 

But, fays Mr. D. ker, language, grammar? hift6ry, chronology, geography, 
ciyil law, canon law, phyfic, oriental and fcholaftic lea"rning, are fUll im~ 
perfea. 

In his preface he declares he does not m an wholly to difcredit the fe of 
human learning; yet as in one place he apprehends ~hat the tbirfl: of 1 arning 
will fubftitute natural to revealed religion, we might in£ r that he fcars hlOW­

ledge is no great friend to revelation-but at leafi the whole fcope of hi b ok 
and the avowed declaration of tbe conclufion is, tbat no complete fatisfaCtion 
is to be ball but from revelation. If he meant, tbat no com lete happiO'efs 
can flow but from religion, it is an un eniable truth, and the d fe 8 of 

• knowledge arc by no means the greateft villi againft which w e n eel that 
confolatory cordial. But when he runs through the d ~fcas of hiftory, phyfic,. 
and ca'non law, &c. and fends us to rev lation, one fhould fuppo[c that ' in 
revelation were to be found the difcove;ie not yet made .in any of th oie 
fciences. Oth rwife his di£fertation is a nugatory declamation, and a vain 
parade of hls own examination of fo many branches of I nowledge. I ihould 
trifle if I replied, that I cannot fee how reveJation can improve phyfic, 0; . 
fupply its place, fince the power of curing difea{; s ,has not cen tranfmittcel 
from t e apoftlcs to their fuc,ce{fors. Or if 1 applied revelation to the canon' 
law, whi h is, or is pretended to be, drawn from the gorpel. 01' if, inftead of 
pelieving that revelation could amend fcholaftic learning, 1 lhould alfert that 

Z Z 2 nothing 
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nothing can improve nonfenfe and abfurdity; and that the learning Of th 
{choal' was fo far from bing 1 arning, that it barred all knowledge, and that 
the orld never recovered its f, nfes ,till it exptoded ' the fchools. 

But rcafonable piety will never confound things that hav~ nor ttherence. . 
The gor 1 was intended to correCt our paffi ns, and preach ~er morality 
than had b en difcovered by the force of human reafon. 'ren thoufan 
inve ions, fyftem s, and doClrines have been built upon it, to which it gave­
no foundation. The precept of hdfi were plain and fimple. He enjoined. 
he forbad, nothing but what he exprelfed. He came not to in!hua us in chro­
nology, nor to teach us to write hiRory. His own difciples indeed did not 
al~ ays undetfbnd him, or c(!}nj c9:ured more' fr()m his words than they im­
pli d. The more their fuccc(fors ha'Ve fancied themfelves illuminated, tha. 
farther they have wandered in the dark j and good Mr. Baker has not Deen the 
m oft free fr0m 'erroT) if he really thought, as his argument leads lJS to fuppofe" 
that the gofpel could fupply any other confolation. to the imperii aion OC fci­
en~e, than relignation [0 the divine will. All human k no>wledg , except mo. 
r lity, might have made all the progrefs it has made,. had revelation never beeD 
difp nfeu ~ and it would puzzle Mr. Baker himfelf to £how, that any other 
fdence has been improved by lights drawn from the gofp I : and if in near two­
thoufand years it has-contributed nothing to fcience,.it probably never will. Mr~. 
Baker was cautiouLly in the right not to refer 11 to the older t fl:ament for 
improving the fciences, as it was remarkably unfortunate in fome, particularly 
in hiftory, geography, and aftronomy-dcfeas folv d by the fuppofition thut' 
God conformed himfelf to the ideas of men-a v ry irreligious folution: but 
the old law being abrogated by the new, we have no bufinefs to uphold the 
former; nOl'<ould we without falling into contradietions; the fpirit of Jewifu 
invalions and ma(facr , and their want of charity for tl ir neighbours" being 
totally abhorrent ' from the fpirit of the meek Jefus. 

Mr. Baker's Reflections on learning drew him into a contrQverry with 
Le Clerc, a difpute det iled in the Biographia, and which therefore I lhall not 
rcpeat. It ~ ems to have been t'be only moment of his life in ,whic he did 
not prererve his temperate poHtenefs, but exchanged it. yet only to a mode­
rate degree, for that boifl:erous indelicacy of the literati of the preceding age, 
the Scaligers, Scioppiufes, and Salmafiufes, who hurled Latin ordures at the 

heads. 
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'heads of their for-s, and were proud of b jng able to be as fcurrilous as the 
cobIers" of old Rome and in the fame terms. 

:May I be allowed to think that a fault which 8 man commits but once in a 
long li~ is a beauty in his charad:er; ~t leaft a foil, that heightens t~e reft . 
of his vir s, and implies a greateJ amendment? In Mr. Baker it was re .. " 
deemed byfc.ommunications even to men of the moft oppofite principles.. He 
knew to difiinguifh between the members of the republi·c of letters, and the 
adherents to a party in the ftate from which he diifented,. 

His next, ancl fole other, pUblication was a new edition) of bif,hop Fifller's 
funeral fermon on Margaret countefs of Richmond and Derby ~ to ' whicn h 

~ added an it::count of , her charities, foundations, &c. 

The refl: of his life was pa{fed in . the ftudy of antiquity ana in rabonou!l 
colleetions of antique papers, great numbers of which he tranfcribed with his 
ow.n hand, rela.ting to our tranfaClion both in the church and the frate. 
From thefe ftores~ aad his own indefatigable reading, he affifted many men of 
congenial £ludies in their feveral publications; and he was fuppofed to have 
been engaged for many yeats in compiling for his- 0\'\ n univel"fity a work 
£Imil· r to Wood's Athena! Oxon:ienfes t but there is no fufficient warrant for 
believing that he ever meditated fuch a digefl:ion; and he certaInly left nothing 
beyond materials for it. 

Of his own college he actually undertook and executed n very valuable 
. hifl:ory; valuable frill lefi for its accuracy and fidelity, than for its author's 
£Ingular impartiality. It is the chcf-d'~uvre of temper in a martyr. It is 
brightened too with rars of judgment and good' fenfe that thine unexpededly 
from fuch brute matter;. and though too.dry to c'harm without the walls of 
its own college, it is fa honourable both to the fodet}" and the author, that 
it is rather furp!,iting a few copies at lea£l have not been preferved by the 
pTefs ~ at leafl: it would be a model to writers of that clars, if the fcribblers of 
antiquities could be taught to have tane, and to abandon bjgott'y and preju .. 
dice, and ufelefs trifles, which have no value but that of exifl:ence • 

• 
The authors and editors his cotemporaries,. whofe ftumes were congenial . , 

.. Or. Bentley raid of ]o{hua Barnes,.that he knew as much Gree~ as a Greci'an CODer. 
, . , with 
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"ith Mr. B ker's, were gratefully fond uf acknowledging t elr obligations to 
him, and of bearing tcl1irnony to his exe plary virtues. Mr. Brown \Vi'llis. 
Dr. Knight in his Lift! of ra[mus, Dr. Richardfon in his edition of Godwin 
De pre fulibus Angli , Profeilor Ward in his Hiftory of Oreiham ollege, 
Dr. <idde in hi Life of W oifey, and Hearne in fever-al of his public ions, a1i 
110ld the fame language on, the communi tive humanity an t.;r exc llen­
des of this primitive confeffor . 

• 
More might be faiti on this head; but where genuine virtues iliine fo con 

fpicuoully by t .eir own light, they want no adventitious rays. 'The pre-
eding an-e had leaned fo heavily on thore collateral crutches, compliments 

from cotemporaries, that panegyrics of that kind funk into total difufe. Mr. ' 
Pope's juvenile works were I think the laO: fo gilded, and his owrl effulgenc 
made aU thofe leffer flars 1 

Hide their diminiih'd heads. 

ln thofe indefatigable refearches, in collections, in benevolent and friendly 
eornmunications, and in th exerdfe of every duty and of every charity within 
the limits of his contraCted fortune, Mr. Baker reached the eighty-fourth year 
o hi ag , when his life terminated as mildly, though fuddenly) as it had b en ' 
paffed. On Saturday the 28th of June, 1740, in the afternoon, he was found 
lying upon the floor of his chamber; his face fo much convulfed that his 
fp ech was Olimoll: inar~ictllate ; a ftllpor hung on his fenfes, and one lid was 
dead. A times he fecmed to difregard what was pailing around him; at 
others he I-new thofe prefent, and recommended llimfclf to their pr~yers for 
an eafy death; expreffing perfea: relignation, as he perceived, he faid, that 
his time wa com, and thanking pis friends for their kind offices. In thi 
eafy nate of tranfition he Ian d till the following Wednefday; and being al .. 
mon incapable of fwallowing, he took little nourHhment and lees of medicine, 
accepting with unealinefs any ailiftance, but to change his linen, as he deemed 
~ll rem dy impoffibl~ and but a delay of his departure; fo that his friends 
forbore to difrurb hin more than was r quifite to mark that there was no 
negleCt.' 

This was the end he had often wifhed, preced d by a !hort illnefs, and 
accompanied by little or no pain. He was interred in the anti-chapel Ot St. 

c .z John's 




