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difappointed at having offi nd d IlC wh m I ought by fo many ties to . try 
• to p) are, and whom, if 1- e er e' nt any thing, I had meaned to pleafe ? 
I intended you fhould fee h w much I defl ire wit, if I havc any, and that you 
ihould kn w rlj heart was oid of val' ty and full of gratitude.' They are 

ery few I defire ihould know fo m)Jch; burr my paffioKs act too promptly 
and too naturally, as you faw~ when I am with thofc I really love, to be ca
, ..able of any difguife. Forgive m , madam, .thi's tedioll det il; but of all 
people living I cannot bear that you fhould have a doubt abou~ me .. 

• • 

LET T E. R VI. 
• • 

Strawberry-11i11, oaohet 1', 1762 .. 
MADAM, 

• I HOPE you are as free from any. complaint, as 1 am Cure you are full 
• of joy. N body partakes more of ycfur fati faCtion fi r Mr. Hervey's I fali 

retllrn ~ ; and now he is fafe,. I trui1: you enjoy his glory: f, r this is a 
wicked age; yo,; are one of thpie un-La ed monian mother, tha re not 
content unle[s your children come off with all their limps. A Spartan 
countefs would llQt have had the confidence of my lady Albemarle to ap
pear in the drawing-room without 'at leafi one of her fons being knocked 
on the head J. However, pray, madam, maKe my compliments to het; one 
mufr conform to the times, and congratulate ' p ople for being l;Ulppy, if theJ' 
like it. I know one matroo, howe er, with whom I may condole; who, 
I dare [wear" is miferabl that the bas no one of her acquaintance in afilic
tinn, and to whofe door {he rrtJght drive with all her fympathifing grey
houuds to inquire after r, and then to Hawkins's, and then to :rraham's, 
~nd then cry ov.er a bap 0 rags that ihe is picking, and be [0 forry for, p,oor 
Mrs. Such ·al.l oue, who has lofi an only [on t 

When your ladyihip has hu~ uR all your trophies, I will come an make 
. you a vUit. Ther ' i another ingredient I hope not quite difagreeabl that 

1 General William Hervey, yo ngeft fon of 
bdy(ner ey. 

~ From the Hav:lnn:lh • 
• Lady Anne Lenox, countefs of Albemarle, 

had thtee fons pref':llt at th taking' f)f ' the 

, 
Havannah. Th lden~ 1 rd Albemarte, com
manded the land forces; the f, ('ond, after
wards lord Keppel, was then captain of a man 
of ar; and the third .was colonel of a regi
ment, .E •• • Mr. 
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~lr. Hervey has brought with hi~, un-Lacedremonian too, but adll1itte,ct 
among the other vices of our fyfiem.· If befides glory and riches they • 
have broug~t us peace, I will make a bonfire myfc If, thOUCT?it thould 1 e in. 
the mayoralty of th.at virtuous critiz en Mr. Beckford. Adieu, madam! 

-t 

Your ladyfl1ip' s mofl: faithful humble fen'ant, 

BOR. \V ~\ LPOLE . 

• 
~ . 

f • " 

L..E T T E R VIT. .. 
Slra\ berry-hill, October 3 f, q6:1.J 

M ADAM , • 
IT is too late, I fear, to att mpt ae 'nowledging the honour madame de

Chabot J does 111 ; and yet, if {he is I ot gone, I v ould fain not appear un
grateful. I do not know where the Jives, or I would not take thl; liberty 
again of making your ladyih ' p my penny-po.fi. If lh is .. gon , you will 
throw my note into the fire. 

• • 
Pray, madam, blow your nofe \vith a piece of flannel-not that I believe 

it will do y f)U the leafi good-but; as all wife folks think it becomes them to 
recommend l'l~r£ing and flannelling the gout, I imitate them; and 1 don't 
know any otner way of lappiAg it up, when it a pears in the perfon of a 

. running cold. I will rpake it a viGt on Tuefday next, and ih~ll hope to 
fiud it tolerably veil ted. • 

I am, madam, your ladyfllip's molt faithful fervant, 
• 
HOR. WALPOLE. 

P .. S. You mull: tell me all the news, when I arrive, for I know nothing 
of what is paffino-. I have only feell in the papers, that the cock and hen o . 
doves ~ that went to Paris dot having been able to make peace, there IS a 
tbird dove 1 jufi flo n thither to help them. • 

• Lady Mary Chabot, daughteuo the earl of Stafford. 
~ The duke and duchefs Df Bedford. \ 
J Mr.1-Jans StaM~y. 

V L . V. X X X LETTER 

J 
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LET T. E R V 1Il ~ 

November 10, ,6. 
, f I 

H! madam, you .'p to be thank ~,l 11 Ife yo u" have done aver" 
oblio-ing thin g ' ! But I won' t thank you, and I WOl/-i. be obliged. It i ' 
ver; hard one can't come into your hou[e and orntnend any thing, but you 

tdt rt:collett it and fend it after one! I will never dine in your houfe 
again; and, hen I J o, I will like nothing; and ,,,,hen I do, I 'will commend 
nothin~; and when I do, you {l'lan't remember it. - You are ery grateful 
indeed to pr~vidence that gave yo 1 fo g?O~ a JDemory, to ftuff it with no-, 
thing but bills of fare of what every body likes to eat and drink! 1 wonder 
you are not afhamed-I V\:'onder you are not 'afhamed! Do you think there 
is no {uch thing as gluttony of the memory ?-You a chriftian! A pretty c
count you will be able to give of yourfelf !-V out" fine folks in France may 
call this frien.diliip and attention, perhaps- but Cure, if I wa to go to the 
devil, it iliould be for thinking of n6thing but myfelf, not . f other from 
morning to night. I would fend back your temptations; bl1t, as I will not 
he obliged to .you for them, ver;ly I ihall retain them to pLlniih you, ingrati
tude being a proper chafti{ement for finful friendlinefs . 

.. 
Thine in the fpirit, 

s 

I . • PILCHARD WIDTFIELD. 

.. 
'L E T T E R IX. 
I ' 

Strawberry-bill, June II, 176S. 

I AM nlmoft as m\\.ch alhamed, madam, to plead tht( true caufe of my 
faults towards your ladyfhip, as to have been guilty of any negleet. It is 
f( andalou at my age to ~.ave been carried backwards and forwards to balls 
and fuppers and parties hy very young people, as I was alllaft week. My 

, retOlutiollS of growing <>ld and fiaid, are admirable: I wake with a fober 
plan, and intend to p fs the day with my friends-then comes the duke of 
R.. ,and hurries me down to Whitehall to dinner-then the auchefs 
cf G fends for me to 100 in Ut>per Grofvellor~fireet-before I can 

f 

II Lady Hert~y, it is fuppofed, bad Cent Mr. Walpole fome potted pilchards. E. 

4 get 
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get thither, I am begged t fiep t enfington to give :Mrs. Anne itt m 
opinion about a bow window-aft r .the 10 I am t march ba~k to 
Whitehall to fupper-alld after that, am to walk with mif- Pelham on th • 
terrafi till hv in'the morning, becaufe it is m n light and h er chair is n t 
come. All this d t not help J1Y moruil g lazin fs; and b the tim I have 
breakfaficd, fed my bird and my fquirrel and drelTed, th r is an au ion 
:ready.-In {hort, madam, thi was my life lafi week, al d 'i 1 think ev r 
week, with the addition of forty eplfode .-l: et, ridiculous as it i ,I end jOt 

1 

'our ladyihip, becaufe I had rath r you ih uld laugh at me tqan be angry. 
1 cannot .£fend you in intellti n, but I fe r my fiu of omiffi u"are <!qual to 
'many ~ good chrifiian's. Pray forgive me. I really will begin to b -
between forty and ' fifty by t time I am fourfcore: and I truly believe 1 
{hall bring my refolutiolls within compafs ; for r have 11 t chaa' ed out any 
particular bufinefs that wil~ take me ,abo . ~ rty years more; Ii that if I 
do not get acqu,ainted with the gralldcj1ildren of all the prefent age, r ~1alt 
lead a quiet ou r life yet before I die 

As Mr. Bateman's is the kingdom of flo rs, I roufi not willi to fend v 1 

-any; elfe, madam, I Gould load waggoll ,yith acacias, h ll~y[uckles ~Ild 
,ierillgas. l\1adame de J uliac, who dined here yefierday, owned tb~ th 
climate ann odour equalled ngued c, I fear the wall£ of rain made th 
turf put her in mind of it to <7. Mo ilfieur de Caraman ent red into the 
(yothic fpirie pf the place. and really feeroe.d pleafed : which was more than 
1 expeCted; for between you and me, madam, our friends the French have 

I feldom eyes for any thing they have not been ufed to fee all their Ii e . , 
I beg my warmefi: complimeut to . 'our ofi and lord IlcheLte{. I \ ilh 

your lady{hip all pleafure and health, and am, notwithfianding my idlencfs, , 
Your mo11: faithful and devoted humble fervant, 

HOR. W ALPU'.a..-

.. 
• I 

LETTER .. 
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LET T E R X. 
r 

Arlington-fireet, September 3. r 76 S. 

TIlE troubfe your ladythip has given yourfc If fo immediately', mak s me, 
as I alwa)'s am, athamed of putting you toC any. Tbtre is no pcrfua linO' 

. 0 
you to oblige moderately. Do you know, madam that I thall tren hie t 

liver the let'tcrs you have been fo good as to end me? If you have 
[aid half fo much of me, as you are fo partial as to think of' me, ] {halt b 
undone. Lmited as 1 kl0W myfelf, ar d hampered in bad "r nch, ho 
illall I' keep' up to any charatl:er at all ? lVladame d' Aigpillon and m dame 
Geoffrin " ill never believe that I am th'e ti'ue meffenger ; but will concJude 
that I have pi ked Mr. ';Valpole's portmallt-eau's poc1<et. I with nly to 
prefent myfelf to them as one devoted to your ladyihip : that cLaratl:er 1 m 
iure I can fupport in any language, <\nd it is tile one to w ich they would 

cPay the moftregard-Well! I dOl'~t care, madam-it is your reputation is 
at fiake more than mine; and if they find me a fimpletoll that don't know 
how to exprefs myfelf, it will all fall upon you at lafr. If your ladyfhip wi!l 
riik that, I will, if you pleafe, ,\hank you for a letter to madame d'Egmont 
too: I long to know your friends, though at the hazard q.f the'r knowing 
youro. Would It were a jolly old man, to match, at leafi, in that refpett, 
your jolly old woman I! -But, alas! I am nothing but a poor wo'rn-out-rag, 
and fear, whell I come to Paris, that' I fhall'be forced to pretend that '1 have 
had the gout in my \lllderfranding. My fpirits, [uch as they, 'are, will not 
bear tranflating; and I don't knQw whether I {hall not find it the wifeft 
part I can t~ke to fling myfelf into geometry or commerce, or agriculture, , 
which the French now efieenf, don't underfrand, and think we do. They 
took George Selwyn for a poet, and a judge of planting and dancing; why 
may not I pafs for a learned man and a philofopher? If the worfi: comes tQ 

the worfi, I will ad~ire Clariffa and Sir Charles Grandifon; and declare 
that J have !lot a friend ip the world that is not like my lord Edward Bom
fion, though I never knew a character like it in my days, and hope I never 

, fuall; nor do I think Rouffeau need t'o have gone fo far out of his way to 
paiut a difagreeablc Englifhman. 

If you think, madam, this fally is not very favourable to the country I am 
going to;' recolleCt, that all I objet[ to the~ is their quitting their own agree-

/ 

~ The duchelTe d' Aiguillon. 
(' 

able 

, . 
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able fiyle, to take up the "\ orfi of·ours. Ilea 11 knows, we are unpleafino
enough: but in the fidl: place they don't uuder1tand us ; and in the n~xt, if. 
they did, fo much the worfe for them. vVbat hav they gained by lea ing 
Moliere, Boileau; Corneille, ~acille, La Rochefbucault, ~rebillon, Mari
vaux, Voltaire, & . No natIon can be another nation. \'1./ e have been 
dumfily copying them for thefe hundred years, and are not we growlI won
derfully like them? Come, madam, you like what I like of'them; I am go
ing thither, and you have 110 averfion to going thither-but own the truth; 
had 1I0t we both rather go thither fourfcore years ago? Had ou r~ther be 

. acquainted with tl~e charmin~ rpaqame Scarroll, or the canting madame.ite 
Maintenon? with Louis XIV. when the Montefpan governed him, or when 
Pere Ie Tellier? I am very g d when folks go to heaven, though it is after 
another body's £'lfhion; but I wifh to cOllverfe with them when they are 
themfelves. I abominate R conquer r; but 1 do not think he mak the 
world much compenfation , by cutting'the throats of his l'rotefiant fubjeet 
to atone for the matra~res caufed by l!is ambition. 

The reftllt of all this differtation, madam, for I don't know how to call it 
:;t letter, is, that l 'ihall look for Paris in th~ midll: of Paris, and fhall think. 
more of the French that have been than the rench th'lt are, except of a 
few of your friellds and mine. Thofe } know, I admire and honour, and I 
am fure 1 will truft to your ladyfhip's'tall:e for the others ; and if th y had 
no other mer.it, I can but like thofe that will talk to me of you. They will 
find more fentiment ill me on that chapter, than they can mifs parts; and I 
flatter myfelf that the-one will atone for the other. 

. . 
I am, madam, your ladyfhip's • 

Moft obliged and moll: obedient ?Jumble fervant, 

tHOR. WALPOLE. 

LET T E R XI. .. 
Paris, September 14, 1765' 

I AM but two days old here, r:Aad.~m, and,I doubt I wifh I was' Teally {o, 
and had my life to begin, to live it here. You fee how juft 'I am, and ready 

to 

.-

/ 
/ . 
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to make amel1de h n rable to your lad yiliip. Yet I nave feell very little. 
l\f y Indy I ertfQrd has cut me to pic;ces, and thrown me into a caldron with 

• taylors, periwig':mak r:;, fnuff-box-wright. , milliners, &c. which really 
to k 'tlp but litt\e time ; ' and I am come out guite new, with every thiug but 
yo ·th. The journey reco~ered. me with rllagic exped'tion. My ftrength, 
if mine could ever be called frr~ngth, is returned; and the gout going off ill 
('. minuet ftep. 'I will fay nothing of my {pirits, \\,hich a 'e indecentlY juve
nile, and not lefs improper for my age thau for the c untry where I a 
which, if YO\1 will gi\'e me leave to fc11 it, has a thought too much gra itr~ -
I don'r veuture to laugh or talk nonfen e, bu~ in Englith,. 
... . . 

Madame Gc £frill came to towu but laft IJ,ight, and is not vinble on Sun
days; but I hope to deliver your ladyfhip's letter and pacquet to-morrow. 
l\1efdames d' Aiguillon, d'Egmollt, a!ld Chabot., and the duc de Nivernois 
are ' all in the country. l\1adame qe BoufHers is at L'Ifie Adam, whIther 
~ny tady Hertford is gOlle to-night to iup, for the firft time, being 110101) et 
chained down to the incivility of an em affadrefs. She returns after [upper; 
all irrcgul:,Irity that ff'ightel1$ 111~, who have not yet got 'rid of all my bar
barifins. There f.> one, ala ! !I'tever th'lll get over-the dirt of this country: 
i is melancholy after the purit.v of Stra,wberry! The narrownefs of the 
{heets, trees clipped to refemble br~ oms, and planted Oll pedeftal!s of chalk, 
and a few other point, do not edif', me. T,he FreJ1Ch 0 era, which"! have 
heard to-night. difgufred Ine as much a ever; and t-he more, for being fo1-
l()wed by the Devill de Village, wbich ihows that they can nng without 
cracking the drum of one' ear. The fCell,eS al d .dances are delightful: 
the Itati-tIl cocnedy charming.. Then I am it} love with treillage and foun
tail13, and will prove it at Stra~'berry. Chantilly is fo exatUy what it was 
w hen I faw it ab ve twenty year ag ,that I recollected the very pofition of 
Jnon'fie\ll' Ie Duc's eha'.,. and the gallery. The latter gave me the firft idea 
of mine; but, prefumption apart, mine i a thoufatlld times prettier. I gave 
my lord Herbert' c.ompHments to the fiatue of his friend the con~able J ; 

and, waiting fome time for the cOlacierge, I call~d out, Ou ejI Vatef'? 
, 

In thort, madam, being as tired as one C(lJl be of one's own country, I 

" 
l The conn.able <1e M'0ntmoTen-cy.-See Life 

of lord Herbert of Cberbury, }'lage 67-
( 

S The maltre d'l\otel, who during the vjlit 

which Loui XIV. made to the g~and Co~dc at 
Chllutilly, put an el;lQ to hia exine,nee bccaufe 
he rearc the fea.fifu, would ,pot arrive j~\ tin}e 
for one day's repa(t! E. 

don't 
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don't ay \{ h ther that is much or little, I find myfelf wonderfully difp fed 
t like thi -Indeed I wifh J .could w(ljb it. Madame de Gu rehy" is an, 
g odn fi to' me; ut that JS not new. I have lreatiy been pre euted by 
O'reat ei ililies from madame . e Beuth im and myoId f/i nd madam d 
l\1irepoi. ; but am"l10t Ii ely t fee the latter much, \ h i gr wn n noll: 
particular fav urit of the king, and ieldom from him. ' The dallphin is ill, 
and thought in a very bad way. I hope he willli e, le{l: th'e t entre {houl 
be ihut up. Your lady!hip knows I n er trouble my head about r . alti s, 
f: rther than it affea my own intere{l:.-In truth, the way th,ftt princes a -
fea my intere!l: is pot the co mon way. • . . ~ 

I have not yet tapped the c~apter of baubles, being defirous of making my 
revenues maintain me here as long as pollible. • It \"v'ill be tim enough to 
return to my parliament when I want money. . ~ 

• • • 
Mr. Hume, that i , the Mode, afkei\ much about yom ladyfhip. I bave 

feel madame de M naco, and think her very han.dfome, and ,.xtremely 
pleaullg. The younger madame d'Egmon , I h r, difpme the p 1m with 
her; and madame de Brionne i. not I ft wit'hout parti ans.' Th nymphs of 
the theatres are laides a faire /letlr, which a my age i a piece of ll1c1~ like 
going into-a !hop of curiofities, and findjng nothing to tempt 0l1e to throw 
away one's money • . ' 

There are {everal Engliih here, wheth r I will or not. leer ainly did not 
. come for them, and !hall conneCt with them as little as pollible. The f; w I 

value, I hope fometil~es to hear of. You r .ladyihip guelfef,' now far that 
willi extends. Confider too, madam, that ne of my unwortqinelfe is 
wafhed and done away, by the confeffioll I made in the b ginning of my 
letter: • 

I am, madam, your ladyihip's It 

.M 11 faithful and devoted humble [ervant, 

HOR. WALPOLE. 

, 
• LETTER 

I 
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LET 11 E R XlI . 
Paris, 0 obcr 31 1765' 

« 

STILL I have fe n 11 ither madame dt~gmollt nor the ducheffe d'Ai-
guillon, who are in the country; but the Jatter comes tt Paris lo-morrow. 
Madame Chabot I called on lall: night. She was not at home, but the hotel 

Carnavalet' was ~ and I fropped on purpofe to fay an a e Maria befor it. 
It i a very 111'lgular building, not at all in the French fryle, nd -looks like 
an eK voto 'fllifed t her honour by fome f her foreign votaries. I don t 
,tl 'pk her hOl~oured half enough in her ?WJ.l country. L {hall burn a lin e . 

, - -il1cemrfe before your cardinal's heart \ madam, a votre intention. 

I have been with mada~e GeofFrin feveral times, and think t11e has on . 
of the beft undedtandings I ever met, and mote knowledge of the world . 
1. may be charmed with the rench, but your ladyfhip ['Qua not expect that 

• t'hey will fall in love with me. WithOut affecting to lower myfelf, the di1: 
advantage of {peaki,ng a langua&~ ",:,orfe than any idiot one m~ets, is infur
mountable: tlfe filheft Frenchman IS eloquent to me, and leaves me embar
ra'ffed and obfoure. 1 could name twenty other reafons, if this one was not 
fufficir.nt. As it is, my own defecrs are the fole caufe of my not likiuo' 

r b 
Paris entirely: the confu'aint I am.under from not being perfealy mafter 
of their language, and from Ding fa much -in the darl , as one necelrarily 
mufi be, on half the fllbjeCls of their con crfation, prevents .my enjoyino
that eafe for which: their fociety is calculated. I am much amufed, but no~ 
oomfortable. . ( 

The dur. -de Nivernoi is e "tl'emely good to me; he enquired much after 
your ladylhiv . .so does colonel Drumgold. The latter complains ~ but. both . 
of them, efpecially th'e Duc, feem better than when in Ellgland. I met 
the ducheffe de CoIre th1s evening at madame Geoffrin'. She is pretty, 
with a great refemblance" to her father, lively and good-humoured; not 

, genteel. 

Yefierday I went through all my prefentatiolls at Verfailles. 'Tis very 
con'venient to gobble tlP a whole royal fam'iJy in an hour's time, infiead of 

.. 
S ,Madame de SevignCs refidence in Paris. • 
:. The cardinal de Ricblieu's heart at the Sorboo"". 

being ., 
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bing fc crificed one \ eek at Leicefier-houfe, another in Grof. ell r-irreet, a 
h ' rd ill C vendifh-fquure &c. &c. & La Re;1le i Ie plus grmtd ,'0; du 

m071de " and talked much t me and \ ,, 01.11 have faid more if 1 ould ha.v • 
let her; b It I ", .. , awkv.lurd, and ihrullk back' nto tt e crowd. J. ne of th 
relt fpoke to m e. ,., he king i ill ron h handfomtr than hi pitlurc. , and 
has great fweetn ~ in hi CO\lIlt nance, infie<J.d of that f,\}"ou he look which 
they give him. h mefdom s are not beau tie , and yet have {( m thino 
Bourbon in their fae s. The Jauphinefs I approve the leafi of all; with 
nothing good-humoLlred in J er count 'nUl ce, (he has a 1 ok an <I e cnt that 
made me dread kfi

t 
I ihouJd b in ited to a pri ate party at lad ""it' he_f_l _ _ 

The poor dauphin is ghaftly, and' periihing before one's eye . 

Fortune befiowed upon m a mll h more Cl,11·j u fight th n a fet 0 

princes; the wild beafi: of t~e \Ta\1d~n" hieh is killed, and aCtua-lly ill the 
queen' s anti-chamber. 1 t is a thought;.le s than a leviathan and tl t;"ea . 
in the R evdatiol s and has not half fc man wing ' and ey and t~ Ion u. I 
believe they have, or' ill have Unne tim or oth r; tbis bing p ffi it,d but 
t, 0 eyes, four fe t, and I 0 wings at all. It i as like a , olf a a commiflury 
in the late war, except, notwithfianuing all 'the {torie , that it has not de
voured near fo many perfons. In {hort, madam, now it i dead and em, 
a wolf it certainly was, and not more qb ve the common fiz c than Mrs. 
C IS. It has lc:ft a dowager ane. four youno- prin c::<; . 

1\1r. Stanley, who I hope will trouble himfelf ,with this, has been mofr 
. e ceedingly kind and obliging to m e. I willi tho t, inftc ad of my being fo 

much in your ladylbipfq debt, you were a lit~le ill min e and 1 en 1 would 
beg :rou to thank him ~ r me. ' \ V All, b t a it i • wh fhould Ilot .you, 1 a
dam? He wjll be cI arm ed to b (0 paid, an 1 :- ou \v' l1 n ot difi ike t plcai~ 
him. 'In {hart, I would fain b.we him knO\ my grati ude ; and it is. hearing 
it in the mofi: agrec.ablc way, if expreIfed by your lad),{h iJ1 . 

• 
I am, madam, your mofi: obliocd and obedient hU ll hIe j( 'n;allt , 

BOR . \VALPOLE. 

J Mad:tme d'e Sevign ; t • s,expre{l'es hcrfclf of ~ lIe means, that fhe hall a refemblance t the 
Louis IV. after his having taken much notice 1 te princ ·C Am r:lia. E. 
o! her at Verfailles. See her Letters. E. • 

• 
Vo~. V. y y LETTEf 

.. ... 

l 
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LET 'f E R XIII. 

, , , Paris~ 06\ober 13, 1765.' 
.' HOW are the mighty fallen! Yes, yes, unadam, I a~ as like the due de 

Richeli~u as two peas; but then they are two old withered grey pe s. Do 
)OU rememb~r (the fable of Cupid and Death, and what a piece of work 
they made with hufiling their arrows together? 1 'his is jtift my cafe: love 
might {hoot at me, but it was with a gouty arrow. I have bad a relapfe il-l. 

both ffet, al:1d kept my bed fix days: but the fit [eerns to be going off; my 
.... ul..:. rt can already go alone, and my f~et ' promife themfel es the' mighty. 

luxury of a cloth {hoe in two or three days. , 1\11'. and Mrs. R amfay I, who 
are here, aIld are, alas! to carry this, have been of great comfort to me, and 
have brought their delightful little da'ughter, who is as quick as Ariel . Mr. 
Rainfay could want no affiftance from me: wnat do we both exift upon 
(here, madam, but your bounty and cbarity? When did YOll ever leave oue 
of your friends in want of another? Madame Geoffrin came and fat two 
hours lafi night by my bed-fide.: I could have fworn it had been my lady 
Hervey, {he wa~ fo 'good to mt. It was with fo much {enfe, information,. 
inil:rutl:ion, and correCl:ioll! The manner of the latter channs me. I never 
{awany body in rily days that catches one's faults and vanities al d impofitions 
fo quick, that explains them to one" [0 cleady, and cOllvinces one fo"eafily .. 
I never liked to be fet right before ! You cannot imagine how. I tail:e it! 1. 
make her both my confefi'ora.nd director, and begin to think I Thall be a rea
fonable creatur at lail:. which I had ne r intended to be. The n xt time 
I fee her, I bctlieve I lhall fay, c" Oh! Common Senfe; fit down: I have been 
rhi.1\king fo and 10; is not it cabfurd ?"-for t'oth r {eufe and wifdom, I 
n ver lik' d them; I iliall now hate them for her fake. If it was worth 
her whil , I affure your ladylhip, the might govern me like a child., 

The due; de Nivernois too is afl:onifhingly good to me. In lhort, madam, 
I am going down hil1, but the fUll fc . pkafingly. Your two other friends 

, have been in Pari; ut I was confined, and could not wait on them~ I 
paifed a whole evening with lady Mary 1 abot ~ofi agre ably : lhe charged 
me- O\'er and over with a thoufand compliment to yOUT ladylhip. or fights, 
ulas! anq pilgrimages, they have been cut iliort! I had deftined the fine , 

r 
J Allan Ramfay. the painter.. (. 

day 
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days of October to excurfions ; but.you know, madam, what it is to reckon • 
without one's hofi, the g~ut. It makes uch a coward of me, that I thall be • 
afraid almof! of entering a church. I have lofi too the Dumenil in PI edre 
and Merope, two bf her principal parts, but I hope not irrec'o;'er bly. 

• • • 
Thank you, madam, for the Taliacotian extraCt: it diverted me much. It 

is true, in general I neither fee nor d fire to fee our WL tched politi ale 
tralh: I am fi of it up to the fountain-h ead. It was my principal motive 
for coming hither; and had long been my determination, the fir mom nt I 
{hould b at liberty, to abando it all. I have aCted from no "i w ~of in
terefi; I have {hown I did not ;' I 'have not difgraced myfelf-alld I muft 
be free. My comfort is, that~<tir I am blamed, it .will be by a/l partie. A 
little peace of mind for the reft of my days is all I a{k, to bala11ce the gout. .. . 

I have writ to madame de Gucrchy ~bout your orange-fl wer water; and 
I fent your 1 dyfhip two little French Jiieces that 1 hope you r cei cd. The

9 

uncomfortable po{l:ure in which 1 write will excufe my faying any more; 
but it is 110 excufe againft my tr. ing to do <lny thing to pleafe one, who al
ways forgets pain when her friends are in qu·eftion . 

Your ladyfhip's faithful humble fe,yant, 

H R. WALPOLE. 
" 

• 

I • LET T E R XIV. 
• 

• I 

Paris, Nov.lI, 17 15' 
• 

MADAME GEOFFRIN has given me parcel for your lady'lhip with 
two ki10tting-bags, which I will fend by the lidl: opporotullity that teems fafc: 
but I hear of nothin CT but difficulties; and thall, r believe, be faved from 
ruill my elf, from n;t being able t? cOll~ey any.pur,chafes .into El1g~a.nd. 
Thu I !hall have made an almofl: frultlefs Journey to f n1.lJce, If I can nelttlcr 
fling away my money, nor weferve my health. At prefent, indeed, the gout • 
is gone. I hav had my houfe (wep~, all.d made as clean as I could-. l~O very 
ea!y matter in this c mtry; but I ltve 111 dree d of feven worfe (pmts 11-

tering in. The terror I am under of a new fit has kept me froFl almoll: 
fec'ina' any thinCT The damps ana foCTs are 11 as great and frequent here 

• /:) o' /:) Il" d 
as in London: but th re is a little froft to-day, and I ilia oegm my ~vo-

Y y 2 twos 

, 
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tions to-morrow. it is not being falhionable to viGt churches; but I am de 
• fa 'V·j illl} cour; and 1 beg your lad !(hip to belie e that I have no outhful 

pretenfion . The nuch<.:1s of Richmond tel1. me tllat they Have made twenty 
foolifh llories ·a "It me in. England; and fil , tlnt my perron I is admired 
here.:. I caullot help what is faid without fbundatiol1 ; 'but the French have 
neither lon: their ves, !lor I my fenfes. A ikeleton 1 \Va born -ikeleton 1 
• m- al1d death' will have 110 trouble in makit g le one. I hav not mane 
all)' alteration in my dr [", mel certainly did not fiucly it in England. Had 
1 had any fu h ridiculous thoughts, the gout is too fincere a monitor to lea c 
one ul~del' {ll;Y 1tlCh error. Pray, madam, t 11 lord and. lady Holland what 
i fay : th" ha\ e heard thefe idle tales ;' alid they know fo many of my fol~ 
lies, tha t I ihould be forry they belie ed lore of me than are true. . If all 
:'LI:o{e from madame Teoft\'in calling me in joke Ie nouveau Richelieu, I give 
it u,nder my hand that I refemble hil~ in notbiqg but wrinkles. 

fl 

Y Uf ladyihip is much in the right." to forbear reading politics. I never 
look at the political I tter that come hither in the Chronicles. I was llck 
to death of them before I fet out; and perhaps lhould not have 1'l:irred from 
home, if 1 had not b en fick 'of them and all they relate to. If any body 
coulQ, write ballads and epigrams iT. fa bonne hcure! But dull perfonal abufe 
in profe is tire{o~e indeed - A fe.rious inveCtive againfi: a pick'pocket, or 
Wl itten by a pickpocket, who has {( 'little to do as to read? .. 

e 

The dauphin cOlltim:les langulfhing to his exit, and keeps every body at: 
j< .... onta·in bleatl . There is a little buflle now about the parliament of Bre- ' 
tagne;. but 'ytm may believe, I~adam, that when I was tired of the fquabbles 
at .1'~ondop, I did Hot propofe to interefi: myfelf in quarrels at Hull or Li
verpooL Indeed if the due de ChauffJcs 1 cOlnmallded at Rennes, or POntfnarJ • 
was fc nt to pl'ifon, I rrlight: have a littl curiofity. You wrong me in thinking 
I quct date -t from my Saint' ludicrouf1y. On the contrary, I am: fo true 
a bigot, that, if {he could have talked llonfenfe) r thould,)ike any other bigot, 
believ !he was infpired'. . 

The feafon, and the emptinefs of Pans, pre ent any thing new ' from aplio 
pe~rillg. All I can fend your la4yihip is a very pretty logogriphe, made by the-

, 
1 Governor of Britnny in, the tim<1' of ma

d.uus: de Sevigrtc. ' 

• 

~lSce madame de SevignC's Letters. 
3 Madame de S~v;g.n·. 

oia 
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hId blind madame du D tfand, hom p rhap you know- c rtainly mu! 
ha e heard of. I fUl there . ryoften.; and the gave m this 1. fi ni'ght-, 
you mutt ~uefs it. ' . , . l 

Qu iqu j forme tin corps, je ne fuis qu'u 1e idee; 
Plus rna beaute , oieillit, plus lle it decidee : 
11 faut, po lr me troll er, ignor r d' u je iens: ' 
J °tiens tout de lui, qlli r dui tout a riea ~. 

, Lady 11a1'Y hClbot inquir of:en after your Jadyfhip. Your tI'ler t v 

friends are not yet r turned to Pari ; but I have had feveral obliging mcf
fage from the dLlcheffe d'Aig il1on. 

It pleafed me extremely, madam, t.o find no mention of your 0 VB croot in 
your letter. I alway apprehend it fi .. you, as you tr its temper to ~he ut. 
lnofi, efpe ially b fiaying late in tb country, which you know it hate. • 
] .lord! it has broken my fpirit fo, that I believe it might mak me leave 

trawberry at a minute's warning. l.t has ~ r~id me tea, ~nd b n obe ed; 
and I thought that one of the moIl: difficult POlllts to carr with me. Do 
I tube well, madam, and ha e no go t n tes to compi-re ! , . 

I am your ladyfhtp's moil faithf 11 humbl fc rvaIH, 
• 

HOR. \V ALPOL ~ 

. ' 
LET T E R XV. 

Pans, Novemb r 28, J765' 

WHAT, another 1 tter! Yes, y s, madam;" though I mull: wl1ip an 
'{pur, 1 mufi try to make my thanks keep up with your f: VOUL: for an} • 
other return, you have quite diHaneed me. Thi is to acknowledge th 
fec ipt of th d }chefs d'Aigtlillon-you may fet what fum you plcafe 

o-ainfi: the d bt. She is delightful, and has much the mofr of a womatl 0 o 

• • 
~ The word is Nob/:;-e. 

• qtla.1icr 
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q\lality of any I have feen, and more cheerfulnefs too; for, to fhow your 
.ladylltip that I am fincef~, that my",head is not tUffled, and that I retain 
fome of my prejudice frill, I avow that gaiety, \.vhatever .it was formerly, 
is no longer the' growth of this country; and 1 will own roo tha't Paris can 
produce women of quality ;that . l lhould not' call womerf of falhion: I will 
'not ufe fo ungentle a term as v.ulgar; but for their indelicacy, I c.ould call 
it frill worfe. Yet with thefe faults, and the latter is an enormous one in 
my Englilh eyes, many of the women are exceedingly agret"a'ble-I cannot 
fay fo much ior the men -always excepting the due de Nivernois. You 

uld be entertained, for a quarter of an hour, with bis duchefs-lhe is . 
the duke of N ewcaftle properly 'placed, that

L 

is, chattering inceifantly out of 
,devotion, and making int,erefr againfr the" devil that ihe may difpofe ·of 
bilhoprics in the next world . 

• Madame d'Eg·tn~nt is expeCted to ... day, which will rUll me again int() 
arrears . I don't know how it is-¥es, I do ': it is natura:l to impofe on 
bounty, and I am like the reft of the world: I am going .to abufe your 
goodnefs, becafl:fe I know l1oho~y's fa great. Befides beillg the beft friend 
ill the world, you are the beft commiflionnairt in the world, madam: YOll 

11 nderfiand from ft:iendihip to fciffars. The iHclo{ed model was trufted to 
me, to have two pair made as well aG poffible-but I really blulh at my im
pertinence. However, all t11e troultle I mean to give your Jadyfhip is., to 
lend your groom .of the chamben, to befpeak them; aud a pRI.r befides of 
the common fi1.e for a lady, as well made as poffible, for the honour of 
England's fled. f ' 

• l .. , 
The two,knottillg- bags from madame Geoffi'in went away by a clergyman 

,two days ago; and"1 cOli,ce·rted all the tricks th~ doctor and 1 could 'think of, 
to elude the vigilall e of the cufrom-houfe officers. 

, 
With this, I{ fend YOUT ladylhip the Orjt'heli1lC !egude: its intel'lded uame 

,was the AnglOlnanie; -my only reafon for fending it; for it has little merjt, 
and ~ad as flender lucceiS, being aCl:ed but five fimes. However; there is 
,nothing elfe new. ,. 

The da\1~2hin .continues ill thef) fame languifhing and hopelefs frate, but 

with 
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with ~reat coolne:s and fi~mnefi., .) Somebody O'av hi m t'otber day Tht pre-
paratIon for dtath : he fald, " C eft la \1ouvelle du jour." . 

• 

I have n thing.more to (ay, but what I have always to fa ' ~ madam from . . ) 

the beginning of my letters to othe eud, that I am 

Your ladyihip's moll: obliged and moll: devoted humb}e fervant, 
• 

HOR. \ V ALPOLE.· 

•• • • November 28 , three o\';0ck. ' • 

OH', madam, madam, madam, what do y u t.hink I have found unce I 
wrote my letter this morning ? I am out of my wits ! N e er was' an thing 
like my luck, it never furiitkes m ! I have fO lllld count Gramm nt's 
picture! I believe I ihall fee company tUpon it, certaiuly keep the day holy 
I went to the Grand Augufiins to fee the picrur s of the r ception of the 
knights of the holy gholl:: they carried 1l1e into a cl amber full of the ir 
portraits; I was looking for Baffompierre; ,my laquaiI de !ouage opened a. 
door, and faid, Here are more. One of the firll: that {h uck me was Philibert 
comte de Grammont! It is old, not at all handfomc, but hjls a great deal of 
fill t ife in 'the countenance. I {hall th?nk of nothing now but hav' ug it 
copied'.-If I had fe n or done. ·nothing elfe, I ihOllld b content with my 
journey hirhe • 

~~~==========~==---==== 
• 
" 

LET T E R XVI. 

• • 

• 
Paris, J anuary 2, 1766. 

WHEN I came to Paris, madam, I did not k.4l ow that by N cw·· Year's 
Day 1 ihould fin myfe1f in Siberia; , at leafi: as cold. There have not 
been two good days togeth~r fince the middle of Ocrober. - ~owev r, ~ do • 
not complain, as J am both well and well pleaf< d, hough 1 wlih for a httle 
of your fultry Eng1i!h weather, all French a I am. 1 have entirely ~eft 
off dinners and lead the life 1 always lik:ed~ of lying late in bed, ~I d fitt ing , . 

• • 
• • J The title of a French book of devotion. 

up 

• 
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up late. I am told of nothiug but how ontradiCtory thi is to your ladY4 
,1hip' s oorders; but a,' 1 {hall helve dull pillners alld trifte C';vcmillg enough whet 
J return to England, all your kindnefs cantlot petfllade me to hlcri{ice my 
pleafures here (0\). lYlany of my Opil1i 11 are fantaHic; p rhd.ps thi i: 
OJ, that nothing produces gout like doing a~ly thing 01~ diflikC':s. T beliey 
the gout, like a n ea r relation,,. always vilits one when one ha fome other 
} lague. Your ludy1hip's dependence or the water f lUI' ng-hill i, I 
hope, better founded; but in the mean time my fyD:em is f III as pIe [ant. 

" 
l\.lad{tITIC 6' Aigu illon's goodlle£i to me d~es not abate, nor madame 

Gcom"in's. 1 have feen but little of m<1datne d'Egmonf, who feems very ' 
good , and is un \ ·erf.'llly in eD:eem. She is·nf)w in great affliction, having 
10D: fudelenly monjieUl" Pigi.1atelli, the minifter at arma, whom !he bred L1 p, 
~lI:].d .whom !he and her family had gen,eroufly de~ined for her grand-daugh
ter, all immenfe heirefs. It was verx delicate and touching what madame 
d'Egmont iaid to her daughter-in-l ' on this occafion :-" V ctus voyez, . 
rna ch re, combien j'aime 11 es enfans d'adoption!" This daughter-in-lit\ 
is delightfully pretty, and civil, .hlld gay, ar..d con edible, tho\lgh not a rc
g1.1lar beauty like' madame de Monaco . 

... 
The bitterncfs of the fro.o: deters Ine, madam, from all fi gh ts :. ] confole 

myi( If wi th good company, and {ljJl mor€, with being abi( nt from baJ . 
Negative a this fatisfaction i , it is incredibly great, to li e in a town like 
tb is, and to be (u re every day of not meeting one face one hates ! I {carce 
know a pofitive plcafure equal to it. 

, t 
( 

Your la.dyfhip anc.l lord Holl~nd !hall laugh at me a much as you pleafe 
for my dr au of being thought charming j yet I {hal\. not cicny my panic, a 
furely nothmg is (0 for'midable a to have one's limbs on c rutcbes auel "one's 
underf1anding in leading-firings. The prince of Conti laughed at me 
fother day on th ("line' account. I was complaining to the old blind 

, charming madame du efrand, that !he preferred Mr. Crawford to me: 
" What," faid tile prince, "docs not !he 10 e ,you?"" , fi r," I re-
plied, " fhe likes me no be ~er than if !he bad ieen m ." 

Mr. Hume 'carries this letter and Rouffeau to England. I willi the for
mer fia)' not ff!pcnt having engaged with the latter, who contradicts and , 

quarrels 

• 
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quarrels with all mankind, in onhr to ob nin their adn i r~ ion. I thillk 
both his means and his end below (uch a .g nills . If I had tal';llt: like li-; , 
1 ihould de!pifc any fuifrag below 11Y 0\ n fl:andard, alld 1hm!..! b llih tl> 

owe any pare of my fame to tlnglllaritie and atr ~bt;tll1J . t1t gn.:at pal t. 
fcem like high towcr erected on ligh mountains, th e more c. I oied t(, :vcrv 
';>'lind, aDd readier to tumble. Charles T )wllfh .Dd i5 blown rouli I tht. ' om'
pa[s; Rouifcau in{jfi · that the north aud fOlltll blow at th'c {illn time j • 

and Voltaire del olillies the Bible to ered fatalifln in iu fica :~~o comp:l
tible are the greateit abilities a~ld greatdl abCurditics ! 

• 
"l\1'adame d'Aiguillon gave m~ 'tb<! inc10ieJ letter [Of' your lad ylhi p . .... { •. 

wi!h I had any thing elfe to fen~ , ou; but there are no new books, and the 
theatres are (hut up fo r the dauphin's J ath, who, _ believe, is tlte gr 'atcLl 
lo[s they have had fince Harry IV. .. . 

J am your lac.lyD1ip's mofl: faithfu r and obedient humble fe n '_lIlt , 

LIOR. \V ALPOLE. 

LET T E R ·XVlI . 
• 

• Paris, Saturday night, J :m. J I, J i6 . 

I HAVE jufi now, madam, received thc fciiIars, by general V man, from 
11r. Con way's office. Uhluckily I had not rcce,ivc:d your ladyDli )::; 110tili(';:)
tion of them foon er, for wallt uf t1 conveptlcc, and wrote to my Jen'a, l! 
to inquire of yours how they had been fent; which I (, ar may have 'added a 

little trbuble to all you had been fa good as to take, .lld for which J give 
you ten thoufand thanks : but yom ladyDlip is {() c.:xact ,and fo fri.clldly, t J~at 
it almofi difcouragcs rather than en ourages me. cannot brlllg i:~~I Jclf 
to think that ten thoufand obliga tions are new letters of credit. 

I have feen Mrs. F- , afld her hufband may be as happy as he will: I 
cannot help pitying him. She told me it i cou!dtr here than in Englan ; 
and in t ruth I'believe fa: I blow the fire between every paragraph, and 
am quite cut off from all fights .. '1'he ag.reea lencfs of th~ c:en.ings ~ ma~cs 
me f~me amcncjs. I arv jufi gOlllg to fup at madame d AloLlllloll S WIth 

VOL. V. Z z z maclal C 
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madame d'Egmont, and I h1)pe madarflc de Brionne, whom I have not yet 
feC'!.1; but {he is not very well, amI it is doubtful. My la11: new pa{{ion, and 
1 think the llrongefi, is the dllche[s de Choi[euL Her face is pretty, llot 

yery pretty ;(1\er perron a little model. Cbeerfnl, modeD:, full' of attelltion~, 
with the happieD: propriety of expreffion, and greateD: tl'.lickn -[5 of reaion anll 
judSl11 t'nt, YO Ll would take her for the queen of an allegory: Olle dreads its 

• lillifhillg, as much as a lm'C'r, if !he would admit one, \vould willi it !hould 
{;llifh.-Il !hort, madam, though_vou arc the lafi p 'don tlfut will believe it, 
France is li() ~ greeablc, and Englalld io much the rever[e, that 1 don't know 
"heln] ilf.tll retum . Thc ci\il ities, the lrilldneffe:>, t;,be bono'Jrs I re ,_e ive, 

~lrc t(l many aud fo great, tlut I am cohtiiluaJly forced to put myfelf in milld 
how little 1 am elltitle,d to thern, and 'h~w many of them lowe to your 
lady01ip . I 01all talk yo\..l to death at my return-Shall YOLl bear to bear me 
t~lJ YO Ll a thouialld times over, that m, dame, (JeoITrin i the moD: rati onal 

r woman in the world, and madam~ d' Aiguillon the moD: allimated and moil: 
obli ging?-l think you will-Yollr bcl)01ip cun endme the panegYlic of 
your friellc1s~ If you {bonld grow im p:1tient to hear them commend .d, you 
have nothing to do but to come ov ' r. The ben: air in the world is that 
,,,,here one is (pleafcd: Sl1I1!iing wat'1's are nothing to it. The froD: is fo 
b~rd, it is impofiible to have the gout; and though the fou !1 tain of youth is 
1l0t here, the (onntain of age is" which comes to juD: the fame· thillg. One 
is never old here, or nevcr thought fo. Glle makes verfes as if onC:. was but 
ic\'cntccn-for example :-

ON l\1ADAME DE FORCALQUIER SPEA:!pNG ENGLISIfL 
( 

I 

Sofr founds that fical from fair Forcalquier's lips, 
Like bee that murmuring the jafmin fips ! 
Are there my native accents ? None fo {weet, 
So gracious, yet my ravi{h'd ears did meet. 
o pow'r 01 beauty! thy enchanting look 
Can melodize each note in nature's book. 

Tile rougheD: wrath of Ruffians, when they fwear~ 
Pronoullc'd by th ee, flows {oft as Indian ail'; 
And dulcet bI' ath, attemper'd by thine eyes, 

(J Gives Briti!h profe o'er Tu[ean verIe the prize. 
( 

You 
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You mull:: not look, madam, for inllch mcanin(T in thefe lille . tb 'y W T 
~ . 

jntended only to run 1i119oth1y, all I to e e'lfilyompr hcnded by the ' j~lir • 
11 holar wbo is learniug Ollr lancT"llage. Still Ids muft you thaw them: h(;" . ." . 
are not calculated for the meridian of London, where YOU know I ur :1d 
being r prefented as fhepherd. t Pray Itt them think that I am wrappeu 
IIp in Callada bills, and ha\"(: all the pnmphl (j fent oyer about tb COl Ollic ' 

alld the £lamp-acr, ' .. 

am ,"cry furry for the accounts your ladyfhip gives me of. JI ·d Holland. 
lIe talks, I am told" of going .to N apIes: OIl would do a (Trc'at ddd for 
11ealth, but I queil:iull jf I could 'buy it a t that xpcn e. If Pari Wt Gld 
<lnfwer bis purpofe, J ihould 11( (\Iondcr if lie came bither-lut to live with 
Italians mu£l be woeful, and \.voulc.! ipfo {aela make me ill. Tt i.s true I am 
a bad judge: I never tafted ~Ilncfs but ,the g Ollt, which, torm ntin g a. it , is, 
I prefer to all other diftcmpers: one krJOW the lit will end , will ka\'c olle • 

quite \-vell , and difpenfcs with the llo11,cnfe of phyficians-alltl abfurdity is 
more painful than pain: at lc.:aft the paill of th gout lever t:.1.ke · away my 
fpir its , w hieh the other dues. • 

I have never heard from Mr. Chute this century, but am glad the gopl j ~ 

rather his e.xcufe than the cau{e, and tha~ it lies only in hi' pen, 1 am in 
too goad humour to quarrel with.. any by-and confequently callnot be in 
hafte to fee lhngland, where at leaft one is fure of being quarrc:llcd with. 
If they vc me, I will come back hither dirccrly: and I 01all havc the j~l-

. t.i~faaiol:1 of knowing t~at your lady01ip will not blame me. . ' • 
Your moft faithful humble fcrvant, • 

BaR. \VALPOLE .. 
I 

I.E T T E R XVIIl. 

I HAD the honour of writing to your ladyfhip on thc 4th and J 2th of 
laft month , whid: I only men tion, beeaufe the latter went by the po , 
w11ich I have fou nd is not always a {afe COIlveVancc. 

\ 

I Lln1 forry tq inform ) ' 011, madam, that you wiHnot fee matlamc Geoffi'in 
Z z Z 2 tIllS 
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I 

thi car, as 1he goes to P0land in l\1a. The king has invited her, pro
f' mifca her all apartm nt exaCtly itt her own ,,;'/ay, and that the ihal1 fee 

11000ly but w~om the choofcs ,to fee. Thi 'will not furprife yqu, madam; 
but what I {half add, will; th~ugh I 111ufi 11cg your Jadvfliip not to mention 

. it e en to her, ~s it is an abfol ute feerct her , a 1he ~oes not know that {
know it, and as it \ a truil:ec1"to me by a fri nd, of your. In thort, the.re 

'are thoughts otfcnding her with a public eharat1:er, or at 1. 11 with a corn
mimoD fr m hence-a very e'traordinary honour, and 'I think never 
befiowed bl1t n the marech::tle de Juebriant " As the DU{fOlls have b~e 1 

.-t 11 ed' of, a~ld as rna arne GeofFrin has eprmie, its Ocing knpwn migh~ 
prevctlt it; and it might make her uneafy that' it was known. I fhould 
have told it to no mort.al, but your ladyihip ;" but I could not reGil: givinp 
you fuch a pl aCme. In your anfwer, madam, I need not warn you not 
to j;:,Yecify what I have told you. 

My favour here continuc3 ;' at)" fi: our never di[pleafes. To me too it 
fJ 

i a novelty, and I naturally love curioGties. Howe cr, I mufi be looking 
towards home, and have perhaps only been treafuring up regr t. At wora, 
I ha e filled my mind with a new fet of ideas; fome refollrce to a plan 
who. was heartily: tired of his old Oles . \Vhen I tell your ladyfhip that I 
play at biik, and can bear even fench mllGc, you will not wofider at ani 

hange in me. Yet ~ am far frO[ I pr te11ding to like every body or every 
thing 1 fee. There are fome hapters on which I frill f, aT, we {hall not 
agr e; but I wjll d~ our lady!hip tl e j\lfiicc to own, that you have never 
faid a f. ,ll:l.91c to? much in b half of t c friends to !whom you was fo good' . 
as to r c mnJend .me. 1\1ada'qlc d'Egmollt, whom I have mentioned but 
little, i Gille f the befi women il1 the world, and, though not at all firikitlo
at firfr, gains upon 9tl mn h. Colonel Gordoll, with thi letter, .brings 
'ou, madam, fame more feed' from her. I ha e a box f pomatllms for 
'ou from madame de BoufRers, which {hall go by the next conveyance that 

offers. As he waits for ~ny parcel, I can only repeat how much I am 

Your ladylhip's moil: obliged and faithful.huroble fc rvant~ 

HOR. WALPOLE. 

I Sent V{ith the charaCler of embaffadrefs been milinformed with refpeCl: to madame 
from Louis XlII. to the king of P~lal d. Mr. Gcoff'rin; no fuch plan having ever been realll. 
'\Yalpo)e, in a fuble uer.t lett r" owns hav.ing in agitation. E.. • . 
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• 

• LET T 'R XL . 

'THERE arc tw POlllt, rna am, on \"hi h I mu11: rit to OUl") dyihip, 
though I have bee confined thefe three or fi ur ays \ ith an inflammation ' 
in my eyes. My watchings ' and revellings ha I doubt, 1 ated my blood 
nd prepared l' to receive !hoke f cold, which in truth ".'a. amply ad .. 

mlllift red. We were two-and-twenty at the marechalc dLl L xembourg's 
and fupped in a tCiuple rathe than in a hall. It is • lllted aat to ,irh 
gods and godcleffes, aud paved \Vith marble; but the g d of fire" as 11 t of 
th 1111mber.-Howe cr, as t l · i neither of my points, I 01all fc'l • no m re 
of ~. 0 

I fend your ladyihip tady Albe~arle's box, which ~adame Geoftrin 
brought to me her{; If yeftcrday. 1 t ink it ery neat ru d chan inO', and i 
exceeds the commilIi n but by a guinea and half. It is lined" irh ,vood 0 

b tween the two golds, a the price and eceffary fize ,,,ould not admit 
metal enough withollt, to leave it of any fo1 dity. • 

The other point ' l am indeed afhamed to mention fo ate. 1 am om re 
guilty. than e en aboutlbc fcifTar.. L d Hertford fen me word a fortnight 
ago, that afl enfigncy was vacant, to which be ilio ld r coml end Mr. 
Fitzgerald. i forgot both to thank him and to acq lail t your lad filip, 
who probably know it without my communication. 1 have crt' inly 10 
my memory t Th.is i~ 'fo idle and you g, that.l b gin to fcar I I ave acquir d 
fomething of the j'afhionable ma z, which -I fo mu h dr adeJ. I . to 
England then that I muft return to reeov r friendihip and uttcntiol1? r 
literally wrote to lord Hertford, and forgot to than him. Sure I did not 
tlfe to be fo abominable! I cannot account for it; 1 am a~ hlack a ink, 
and muLl: tllrn - 111othodiji, to fancy that repent 11 c can wafh m white 
again. No, I will not; for then 1 may fin again, aud tnlft to the fame 

nofirum. • 

I had the honou' of fending your ladyihip th funeral ~ rmon on th 
dauphin, and a traCt to laugh at fermons : 

• o 
\ 

o Your ane and antidote ar both before you.-
The 

.0 

, 

• 
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The Grlt is by the arcl bifhop of Toulou[~', who is thought the firfi: man of 
the c\,ergy. 1t has {(nne fcufe, 110 (pathetic, no eloquence, and, I think, 

r clearly no belief ill his own doctrine. The latter is by the abhe Coyer, 
written livelil)'f upon a ilngle idea; and though I agree upGm thefillutility of 
the remed. he rejeCts, I have 110 better oprn{on of that ~)e would fubfiitute. 

• Preaching has not failed, from the beginning of the world till to-day, becaufe 
inadequate to the difeafe, ut becaufe the difeafe is incllrable. If one 
preached to lions and tigers, would it CUre them of thidling for blood, and 
fucking it when they have an opportunity? No; but when they ,. re 
'\ 11 lp n in Ule Towcr~ and both careifcd and beaten, do they turn out H- jot 
1nor~ tame whe~l they are grown up? SO' fa!' from it, all the killdnefs in the ' 
world, all '" the attention, cannot make evel~ il monkey t that is no beaCl: of 
prey) remember a pair of fciffars or an enfigncy. 

Adieu, madam! 3':1d pray don't fOfgive me, ill I have forgiven myfelf. 
1 dare not clofe m. letter with any pr6fcffions; for could you believe them in ( 

, one that you had fo much reafon to think 
f 

Your ,moil: obedient humble fervallt, 

HOR. WALPOLE? 

( . 

I. 

LETTER Xx. 
Strawberry-hill, June 28, 1766. 

IT i-s c nfa mtnt to y ur la~y{hip's 1011g .. experien"ced goodnefs, to re
m v~ my error as foon as . {)ul·could. In faa, the fame poIl: that brought 
mad me d Aiguilloll's letter to you, brought me a onfeffion from madame 
du Deffantl of her guiltf~.. I am not the le1s obliged to your ladyfhip for 
i1ifo1'ming againfr the true criminal. It is well for me however that I he-
Itated, and did not, as mOl1(i.eur de Gucrchy preffed me to d07 confiitute 

myfelf prifo)le.r. What a ridiculous vain-glorious figure I ~ould have 

, Erionne de Lomen'ie. 
. 

~ Madame du DefFand had Cent Mr. Walpole 
a .cn.ufl"-box, il'\ which was a portrait of .madame 
de Scvigne, accompmi7d by a ktter writ4en in 

her name from the Elyfian-fields, and addrelTed 
to Mr. Walpole, who did not at firO: {u{pea 
madame du DefFand as the author, but thought 
both ~he prefent and letter had come from the 
duchefs of Choifeul. E. • 

f made 
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made at Verfailles, with a lab ur lett r and my prefent! I ffll {hud ler 
when I think of it, llnd have fcol u adame dll Deffml'1 blad- an • blu • 
H it • • 

owever, I feel very c mfort:lble ; and thOllO·h it ill be imput d to 11 y 
Own van ity, that- I thowed the ho. ' as madame de Choitcu J1; prefent, I re. 
ugn the glory, and-fubrnit to e {J1ame , ith gl; at f: i f lj 11 . I hwe III 

pain in receiving this preient from madam du dEmd, and mull: f)\ ll ' 

have great p1ca(u re that II body but ihe could :-it ... the t mofl: harmillg ot 
~1l1etter '. Did not lord 1 e11:crfi 1d think it fo,. 1 adan.l? I doubt om 
friend Mr. Burne mu!t allow that not only madame de Bouffi r', but Vol-

. ~ taire himfelf, coulq not have ritten fo well. \Vhen I. give lli ma e d 
Sevign6 herfelf, I think his flcrifices " ill be trifling. ' 

• '. Pray, madam, continue your waters; and, if pofIibl , wn(h a\vny that 
original fin, the gout. What would .one give for a li ttl rainbow t • t II 

~ one, one fhould never ha e it again! Well, but then one fhould h,t e , 
burning fever-for I think. the great~!l: comfort that g od-natur~cl dt int: 
give us is, that we are not to be drQwned any more, i order that we may 
be burnt. It wjll not at leaft be this fum~er ; here i n thing but hay~ 
cocks fwimming round me. If it {hotlld cafe raining by M: nday fe'llllightr 
I think of dining with YOl1r ladyi11ip • t Old W~nd[or' and, if l\1r. , te
man preCI'es me mightily, I may take a bed there . 

• 

I The letter ccompanying the portrait,· and 
written in the na~e of madame de Sevigne.

, It was as follows: 
u D es Ch~mps Elifees~ 

Point de fucceffion de tems, point de date. 
" Je connois votre folie pamon pour moi, votre 

enthouliafme pour mes Jettres votre veneration 
pour le\ lieux que j'ai habites : j'ai appris Ie cuke 
que vous m'y avez rendu: fen fui s- Ii penetrec, 
que j'ai follicite & obtenu la permiffion 'de mes 
Souverains de vous venir trouver pour nc VOllS 

quitter jamais. J'abandonne fans regret' ces 
lieux fortunes; je vous prefere a tous fes habi
tans: jouitrez du plaifir de me voir; ne vous 
plaignez point que ce e fait qu'en peinture ; 
c'eft 1a {euIe exiftence que punrent avoir les om
'bres. J'ai ete ma1treffe de choiur l'age ou j~ 
vouiois reparolt.re; j'ai pris ccluy de vinrl cinq 

~ 

• 
ans pour m'afiurer d 'etr tonjour!! pour vous un 
ohjet agrcable. Nt! craigncz aneun hange~ 
ment; c'eft un !ingulier ,wanta tc des ombres ; 
quoique legeres, elle$ [Ollt im /,lab I s. 

" 1~\ pris 1a plus petite figure qu'i! m'a cte 
poffiblc, pour n'etre jamais [epart de vou. Je 
veux vous "ocompagrrer p:u tout, fur terre, fur 
mcp; a la viUe, a.u" champs; mnis ce que j'ex. 
ige.de vous, c'ell de me m ner incelfamment en 
France, de me [aire revoir mOl patTL; la ville de 
Paris, . et d'y' choi6r pour votre habltatilln Ie 
fauxbourg St. Germain; c'e toit In qu'habitoient 
mes meilleures amies, c'cll Ie fejour des votres; • 
vous me fere:z: faiTo conneia-ance avec cUes: je 
ferai bien :life de juger {j eIIes font dignes de 
vous, & d'etre les rivales de • 

RABUTIN DB .SEVlr.NE." 

l 

As 

, 
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As I have a waite of paper before me,('>and nothing more to fay, I have 
(a milrd to fill it with a tranflatioll" of a tale that I found lately in the 

iCtionnaire d' Anec ores, taken from a German at~thor. The novelty of it 
ihuck 1 e, and put it into verfe -ill-enough; but, as rh olef duchefs of 

~ R tltland ut d to fay of a l i , it will do for ll~WS into the!" country. 

a 

r 

From Time's ufurping power; I fec, 
Not Achcron itfelf is free. 
His wafijng hand my fubjeCts feel, 

"row old, and wrinkle tho~gh in hell. 0 

Decrepit is AleCto grown, 
Mega::ra Wcorn to {kin and bone; 
And t' other beldam is fo old, 
She has not fpirits 1eff to fcold. • 
Go, Hermes, bid my prother J ovo 
Send three new furies from above. 
To Mercury thus Pluto faid : 
The winged deity obey'd. 

it was about the felf·fame feafon, 
< 

That Juno, with as little reafon, 
Rtlllg for her abigail; and you know, 
Iris i chamber-maid to Juno . 

• 0 Iris, d'ye hear? Mil d what I fay, 
1 want three m ids-inquire-N 0, fray 1 
Three virgins-Yes, unfpotted all ; 
N a charaCters equivocal. 
Go :find me three, whofe manners pure 
Can envy\; {harpefr tooth endure. 
The goddefs curtfey'd, alld retir'd ; 
From London to Pekin inquir'd . 
Search'd huts and palaces-in vain; 
And, tir'd, to heaven came back again • 

. Alone! are yo,? returned calone ? 
'How wicked muft the world be grown! 

" 

What 
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• 

What has my profligate been doing? 
. On earth qas he been fpreading ruin. ? 
Corne, tell me all-Fair Iris figh'd, 
Ana thus' difconfolate replied: 

• • 'Ti true, 0 queen! three maids I fi Un , 
The like are not on chrifiian ground; 
;;0 chafie, fevere, im~aculate, 
The very name of man they hate: 
Thefe-but, a}, s! I came too late; 
For Henn shad beeh there before; 
IIi triumph .off tpluto bore 
Three fificrs, whom yourfelf would own 
The true fupports of vi, e's throne. 
To Pluto !-Mercy! cri d the queen, 
Wl1a can my brother f:>luto mean? 

•• 

Poor man! he dotes, or mad be {ure is ! 
What can he want them for ?-' Three furi~·. 

, .. } 

You will fay I am an infernal poet; but eery body cann t ~l'ite as ttey 
GO (Jux cpamps Elyftcs. Adieu, fi\Cldam !. 

Yours mofi faithfully, 
I 

HOR. WALPOLE. 

• 

• 
• , 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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From the Year 1760·1.Q the Year 1779. • • 
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L E. T T E' R I; • • 
f 

"0 CAROLINE CAMPBELL;Co.lJNtESS DOWAGER OF AILESBURY. 
~ 

• Whi~hnovre, Augufi. 23, 1760. 

,. W ELL, madam, if I had known whither I was comin~t I would 
not havt.: come alone! Mr. Conwn and your Jadyfhip 1hould 

h ave come too. Do you know, thi '.' the individual mano.r-houte, I 
where. married ladies may have a flirch of bacon upon the ealieft tf!rms in 
the world t I filould have expeCted t~ the owners would be ruined in. 
fatisfying the conditions of the obligation, and that the park. would be ftocked 
with hogs inftead of det,:r.:-On the contrary, it is t~irty years finee the flitl.h 
was claimed, and ~r. Oilley was never fo mar Io/log one as when you and. • 
Mr. Conway were at Ragley. He fo little e·xpeCts· the demand, that the Bitch 
is only hung in efhgie over the hall chimney, carved in wood. Are not you· 
ailiamed, madam, never to have put in your claim? It is above a year aend 
a day that you. have been marri~d, and I 1-ever once heard eith(..-r of YOUI 

,. 
" .. Of W hichnov,re near Litchfield. 

mentio . 

• 
• 
• • 
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m ution a journey to Whichno reo If }'QU quarrelle& at 100 every night, you 
I could 'not uit your' pretcnfions witt more indifference-. I had great mind 

to take my oath, as one of your wi effes, tltat ~ou neither af you would, 
if you were af liberty, pre cr any body elfe, lIe faircr l1C flttler,' and I could 
eafily g t tw [ty perrons to fwear the ameJ. TherefoIf.!, tlntefs you will let 

• , the, world be convine d, that ,all your apparent harmony is counterfeit, you 
·mutt fet out im'med'at ly f-or Mr. Officy's, 0 at I aft Ii dIe a letter of at4 
torney to claim the flitch in your name ; and I will fend it up by the c ach, 
to be left at.the Blue Boar, or wherever you will hav it delivered. But you 
had b' tter 'come in perCon ; you will fce pne of the prettieft fpots in the 
woHd; it is, a little pacadife, and the m'ore' like the antique one, as, by all 1 
have faid, the marJied couple feerns to 1!, fdriv.en out of it. The houfe is 
very indifferent: behind' is a pretty park; th fiwatioo, a brow of a hiU, 
commanding fweet meadows, through which tl;1e Trent ferpentizes in nu -

• berJefs windings and branches. The: fpives of the cathedral of Litchfield are 
in front at a di!1:ance, with variety rl!. other fieeples, feats, and farms, and 
the horizon bounded by rich hills covered with blue woods. If you love a 
profpect, or bac~n, you will ceitainly come ,hither. 

Wentworth-c {Ue, Sunday night. 
I 

I HAD writ thu far yefterday, but had no opportunity of 'fending my 
letter. 1 arrived here lafl: night, allt ~ und'only the duke of D vonili~re, who 

ent to ardwicke this morning: they were down at the ~nenagerie, and 
there wa a clean little pullet, with which I thought his grace looked as if he 
£hould be g~,\d to eat a fli c of Wllichnovr bacon. We follow him to Chatf- . 
worth to-morrow, and make ~lr entry to the public dinner, to the difagr ea4 

• • blenefs of which I fear even lady M '8 company will not reconcile me. 
I , 

y Gothic building, which my lord Strafford has .executed in the mena-
gerie, has a charming effect. There are two bridges built befides; but the 

• I 
new front is very little advanced. Adieu, madam! 

Your moA: affeCtionato eVIdence, 

HOR. WALPOLE. 

.LETTER 

• 



TO · THl!> CO U N T E S S OF LESB R • 55 t 

LET T E R II. 
• I 

Str:lwberry-bill, June 13t11, 1761. • 

I 'NEVER ate fnch good fnuff, nor [me1t fuch delightful btlbbon , as your 
] dyIhip has fent rr. Every l1me y~u rob the duke's deffert, does it co!\: 
you a pretty fnuff-box r Do the partor at th~ Hague' enjoin fuch xp nftv • 
retribution ~ 7 If a man fieals a kifs ther , I fuppofe h do' penance in a ' 
ill et of Bruffeh; lace. The comical part i , that you own the theft, and 
J d 't me, but fay nothing of the vehicle of your r ntanc . In £hort, 
madam, the box is. .th~ pr tticfl.. thing I ever f: w, and 1 give yofl thbufand 
thank for it. • • 

When you comfort yourfeIf about the operas, you don't kno r wI at you 
have loft; nay, nor I neither; for I w/'\s here; c nel ding tbat ~ renata.for 

Jl :birth-day would be as dull and a vr Ig r a tho.c; fe iviti 'gener l1y ar :. 
but I hear of nothing but the encha! • nt of it.. Ther w s a fccond 0(,
chefira . in the footn a 's gallery, difguifed by cloud, and fill d with the 
rouGe of the king's chapeL The chorifter" behaved like angels, nd the 
harmony between the · two · band was in the'moil: exact ti • ' liG piqued 
himfelf, and beat both heaven and earth. The joys of th y r do no~ nd 
there. The under-aB:grs open at Drury-l oe to-night with' n w comedy by 
MurpH'y, called All in the Wr g. !. Ranc1agh all is firework and iky
rockets. T birth-day exceeded -the fpI ndour of Haroun Alrafchid, and 
the Arabian Nights, when people had nothing to do but to feour a lantern, 

• and fend a genie for a hamper of diamonds and rubie . 0 you r memb r 
one of thofe ftories, · wh fC a prince has e' t, ftatues of diamon'cis, ;vhich he 
overlooks, becauic he fancies he wanl . ninth; and to his great fu.rprife·the 
ninth,.proves to be pure fieth and blood, which he nev!!r thoughl of? S me 
how or other, lady -- is the ninth Ratue; and, you will 1I0w, h better 
whit and red than if !he was made of pearls and rubies. Oh I 1 ~ rgot, r 
was telling you of the birth-day: my lord P- had drunk the king' 1,"nlth 
fa of tel at dinner, that at the- ball he took Mr . ~ r a he utiful wo-
man, and, as the fay~, maie all tillproper Tife of hI hand I. The proper ufe 
of hers, {he thoufTbt, was to give him a box on the ear, though within th 
verge of the court. lIe returne4 it by a puCh, and file tumbled off the • nd 

I Lady AileLbury remained at the Hague while Mr. ~onway was witb the army during the 
ampaign of 1761. E. , • 

4 ~ 

.. 
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of the bench; which his majeA:y has atcepted as fufficient punHhment, and 
{he . f not to lore her right hand t. ( 

f L 

I enclo~ th 'lift your ladylhip defired: YOll ,wil1 fee that the plurality cf 
Worlds arc Moore's, anq of fome I do nut know tht authors. There is a 

f:. late edition. with thefe names to them. 
r 

My duchers was to fet out this morning. I faw her for ~he taft tim the 
day before .. yefterday at lady Kildare~s: never was a journey lefs a ' parity 
of pleafure. She was fo melancholy, that

c 
a)l mifs __ '5 oddnefs and my 

[piths could {carce make her fmile. Towards the end of the night, and that 
was three in the morning,. I did divert her' a~little. I flipped Pam into her 
lap, and then taxed her with having it there. She was quite confounded; 
but, taking it up, faw he had a telefco~e in his hand, which 1 had drawn, and 

.. that the card, which was [plit, and j dt waxed together, contained thefe lines I 

Ye fimple aftronomers, lay by your glaffes ; 
, ( 

The tranGt of enus has proved you all a{fes: 
y Ol1~ teJefcopes fignify nothing to fcan it ; 
'Tis not ' meant in the clouds, 'tis not meant of a planet: 

c ( 

The {1 er who foretold ft miO:ook or deceives us, 
Jr \ -enus's tranfit 'is Men Gratton leaves us. 

1 don't fend your lad yfhip th fe verfes as good, but to {how you that all , 
gallantry d t (8 not centre at the ague. 

f winl. l could tell you that Stanley and Buffy, by croiling over and figur
ing in, had forwardcq the peace. It is no more tpade than Belleifle is'' taken. 
H ow vcr, I Ratt r myfelf that you will not ftay abroad tiB YOll return for 
the coronation, which is rrdered for the 'beginning of Oaober. I don't care 
to tell you how lovely the fearon is; how my acacias are powdered with 

I fl wers,_ and my hay juft in its piaurefque moment. Do they ever make 
any orh r hay in HoUand than bullrulhes in 8itcheA? My new buildings 
rir~ fo fwiftly, that I {haH not have a {hilling lefr, fo far from giving 
commiffions on Amfierdam. When I have made my houfe fo big that I 

[ 
I TIl.! old pUni01l11 nt f r giving a blow iu the king\ preCence. E. 

don't 

I 
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<!on't k pow what to do with it, an am e~ti1·eI1 undon , r pro fe, like k ing , 
Py.rrhu8, who took {uch a roundaboul w y toa bowl of pu eh, t ~t do' nnd . 
ellJoy my,felf; but · with ttis difference, that it is b t r to rui one's [elf tha 
all the wodel. I -am fure you would think as I do, thOllg 1 Pyrrhu ' , ere 
king of Pruffia. long to ha\re you bring back the only hero th t v r 
c~uld ~ndure. Adieu, madam J I fent you jufi fuch anoth r piece f ti.tle- • 
tattle a this by general Wald grave : you are very partill to in , or v ry fon l 

of kno~~ing ev~y thing that p~llrcs in your own country, If you cau b amufcd 
fo. If you .can, 'tis Curely my duty to divert you, thou h at th ex.pence 
!ny character; fnr ,1 own 1 al afhamed when I 100 back and e four fides 
of paper fcribbled over with 11od~ings. ' .i 

I 

Your ladyihip's m{;)ft faithful fervaut, 

• HOR. \VALPO 

LET T E R :ur. 
Stm berry-~ill, July 20th, J 761 . 

1 BLUSH, dear madam) on obferving that half my lett rs to.your ladJ'Lhip 
are prefacai with thanks for preCents :-<\on't miftake; I am 'not ailiamed of 
thanking you, but of having [0 many ccauGns fer it. Monfieur Hop has 
fcnt me the . ece of china: I ad ire it as much as poffible, and intend to 
like him as ~uch as ev r I can; but hitherto J have not ii en him, not 
having been in town fiqce he arrived. 

' . 
• Could I have believed (hat the Hague ould fo eafily comp.enfatd'for 

Engbnd? nay, for Park· place ! Adieu, all our agree ble fuppers! Inftead. 
-of lady Cecilia's r French [ongs, ' we {hall 11ll ve mad me '.Velderen quavering 
a confufion of d's and t's, b's and p's-Bourqttoi Ifais dtt Maire s ?-Worfe 
than that, I expeCt to meet 0111 my - relnd ns at jour houL ,and fir Sab.fon 
Gideon inftead of CharI s T ownfhend. You will laugh like Mrs. Tipkin I 

when a Dutch Jew tell~ yOl,1 that he bought at two and a .half per cent. and .. 
fold at four. Co.me back, if you have any tafte left: you had b~ttcr be . ' 

, 1'ht",JirO: words of a favourite French afro • 
' 3 A (.'haraaer in the T nder ulband, or 

I Lady Cecilia Welt, daughter of John earl 
of Delawar, afterwards married to gen ral 
J .\I'rl(.5 J ohnfton. , the AccomplHhctl Fools- .• 

VOL. V: 4 B here 

'. 



, 
554 LETTERS FROM TI-n: HON. I-IORACE WPlLPOLE 

. (l 

here t~lking robes, ermine and tHrue, j~els and treffes, ' as all the world 
, does, than own you are fo corrup:ed: Did YOll~receive my notification of 

the new queen? Her mother is dead, and ilie wilL not be here before the 
end of Auguft:· 

• 
My mind is much more at peace about l\fr. Conway than it was. Nobody 

·tbinks there win be a battle, a the french did not attack them when both 
armies fhifted camp ; ::md {inee that, Soubife has entrench Ci himfelf up to 
the whiikers- :-whiikers I think he has, I have been fo afraid of him! Y t 

our h~pes 01' meeting are nill very difl:a~1t ;'f the pace do,c:s not advance; an4 
if Europe has a }liver I ft in its pockets, the war will continue; though. 
happily all parties have be,cn [0 fcratched, that they only fit and look a get 
at one another, like a dog and cat that don't care to begin again. 

r 

(~ Weare in danger of Ioting Ollr fO<l.iable box at the opera. The new queen. 
is very mufical, and, if J}llr. deputy Hodges and the city don't exert their 
veto, will probably go to the I-Ir-ymarkct. * * .. -It. itt G-P-, in imi
tatiQn of the l}donifes in T<lcnzai's retinue, has afked to be ,her majefty's 
grand h,arper. Dicu ffait que//e raderie if y aura! All the guitars are un~ 
tune6; and if mifs Conway I has a mind to he in fafhion at her retutn, £he 
muO: take fome'David or other to teach. her the new twing twang, twing 
twing twang. As I am ftill defirou~ 0f being in fafhion with your l~dyfhip, 
and am, over and above, very grateful, I I keep no company,'but my lady 
Denbigh and lady Blandford, and learn e ery evening, for two hours, to 
mafh my En~1ifh.. Already I am tolerably fluent in faying )he for he '. , , 

Good I'iighr, madam! J have no news to fend. you: one cannot announce 
a royal wedding and Ok coronation every pofr. I. 

'Your moa faithful and obliged fervant, . 

HORO- WALPOLE •. 
,. 

f. S . . Pray, madam, do the gnats bite your legs? Mine are ~welled as big, 
as 011e, which is faying a great deal. for me. 

t l 
J Th~ honoufable nn,e Darner. \1 ' 

.. A miftake which there ladiesJ who were both Dutch women, conftantly madel ~; 
., 

( 
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l lul y 2 2. 

I HAD writ this and w.,s not time· en ugh for the mail, wh n I r ccive • 
your charming note, and this magnificent viB:oryt ! Ob! m dear madam 

(l . ' 

'how I thank you, now I congratulate you, how I Ii el for you, how I have felt 
for you and for myfelf!-But t bought it by two terrible hours to-day- I 
heard of the battle t D hours before I could leat"n a word of Mr. Con waYI- I 
fent aU rount! the world, and went half round it myfeJf. I 'have cri d and' 
laughed, trembled and dane d, aa you bid me. If you had fent me as much 
old china as king Auguftus gave two r gim nts for, I ill.ould not be half [0 . ) ~ 

Jl1uch obliged to yon as for yoUt" pote. How could you think of me, when 
you had fo much reafon to think of nothing but yourfelf? - And th n tiley 
fay virtue is not rewarded in th world. 1 will pro ach at Paul' ero!;" and 
-quote you and Mr. Gonway; no two perfons were ever fo good and fo h ppy. 
In £hart, I am ferious in the height of all my joy. God is very go d to Y u

J 
';.1y dear madam; I thank him for you; I thank him for myfelf: ;t i very' 
unallayed pleafure we tafte at this mom ' t !-Good 'night! My heart is [0 

expanded, I could write to the laO: fcrap of my.paper j but I won't. 

Yours moft 'entirely, 

H~R.. W ALP LE • 

• 
• LET T E R IV. 

Strawberry-hill, Sept. 27, 1761. 

YOU are a mean mercenary woman.. If xou did not waut· hiItories of 
wedding and coronations, and had not jobs t<lbe executed about m~{]jn . ud 
a bit of china and counterband good, one ihould never hear of you. When 
you don't want a body, you can fr~ik about with Greffie:rs and Rurgomafters, 
and be as merry in a dyke as my lady Frog herfelf. The moment your cu· 
riofity is agog, or your cambric fcized, you reconel'J a g?od cOllfin in Fng
land, and, as folks faid two hundred years ago, begin to write tp01l the knees oj 
your heart. Well! I am a ~weet-lempered creature, I f~rgive you. I have • 
already writ to a little frieod in the cullom-houfe, and Will try what can be 
dQoe; though. by Mr. Amyand's report to the duehefs of Richmond, I far 

~ Of Kin:kdentkirck. \ 

B~ your 
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" your cafe i defperate.-For thr gClleal'ogi s, I have turned over all my books. 

, to llo.p'urpofe; 1 can m er with HO ~dy H ward that ma ried a Carey, nor a 
lady S ymQur tha marripd a f".4 llfield. Lettie adfi Id, who marri d Francis., 
Staunton, was d'ughter of Dr. Jame (not (,eorge) Caufjcld,.}'oung~r brother of 
the fidllord Charlemont. Tills is all' I can a~ ' rtain, ol."f'the other pedigree; l! 

• can inform -your frien I that th ere was a fir Nicholas Throckmorton, who mar-
ielan. Anne Ca:rew, daught:er e fflf Nicholas Carew,.knigh of he gart r, not; 

Car y-But thi fir ' ichola ' Car w marri -d Joan Courtney-&ot a Ho\ ard:
and b lid "the Careys a d rhrockmortons you. wot of were jufi: the reverfe:. 

Your 0 rey f.'a8 the co k, and Throckmorton the h n-mine are vice verfft. :-
fl c , 

oth~'rwi~ , l.et me tell your friend, Crews and ourtn yare wor-th Howard 
any day of the w k, and of ancienter bloodt:,-fo, if d fcent is all he wants, 1, 
adviCe him to take up with the p digree I ha ~ r fi tt¢d it., However, I ",m. 
eaft a figut e once mor , <lnd troy if I ~an eonjute up the c.amis Howard an 

• I . f 

• 
.ymour·that he wants~ c 

• 
My heraldry wag. 111 ch more offended at the cOl"'onati'on wlt·h the ItKli s. 

that did walk., tba with thoft: d~at walked ut of their lace ;. yet r was not [0 .. 

perjl()ufiy a'1Jgry;:[ my 1 u'Y Cowper,. who rt fufed to {i t a f09t with my lady. 
M....-- ;< and ,when {h was at I It , Illig d to afi'ociate with her,.. fet out on a; 

round, trot, as· if. ffi defigned to proyc tIle antiquity of her family 'Oy march
ing a luftily as a. maid of honour f q,ueen Gwiniv.er. It was in (ruth 3.J 

brav fight. The rea of head3. in alace-yard, the gU(ll'.ds horf~ nel foot, the 
icaffold&, b.,lconies and pro-cemon, xc eded imagination. The hall, whe 
~nce illuminated,., as nob-Ie;. but they fufFer d t wh 1e parade to return into . 
it in the darI\:~ that his maj fry lmi -h be [uTprifeu with the quicknef-s with 
wb h th. ~ onces cntched fir.e. 'f.hc Champion lie dwell; the other Pa
ladin had nejrher th prace nor alertn Ii of 'inaldo. Lord-EffinghafU und' 
the duke f Bedford wer bu.t untoward knights errant ; and lord Talbot had 
1'1 t-rnu ch more d1gnity thun the figure of general Monke in the abbey . The 
habit of th peer i ungecoming to the laft degree; but the peer ffi s made 
amends for all defeCts. Your daugl tel' Richmond, lady Kildare, and lady 

• Pembroke were an handfome as the Graces. Lady Rochford, lady Holder
nefs, and l'ady Lyttelton 1 oked exceedingly well in at their da:y; and for 
thofe of the dllY before, the duohefs of ~cen1berry, Jady Wefimorlnnd, and . 
lady Alb~'1larle were fur.prifing., .tady H,\ITington was noble at a diftance,.. 

Xld fQ cO'lered ~ith diamonds, that you. would have thought fl.1e had (bid 
5 r :(Qmebodr 
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fotneoodyor other, lil.:e al If, ro m tit x heqlte1". Lady rtham tOll' was 
very magnificent too, and 100 d pn)tti r than I h:v Ii n t of 1. t .' 1:. dy 

• I 

Spenc 1" and, lady Bolingl)roke We not ~b opO: figur ther, Til duch fa 
of AneafreFt rn.arc ed alone aft r th In n wi.th Il uch ma' fiy; aud there 
were two new Sest h peereffes hat pfeafi d every 0 " lady 'u h rl nd nnd 
lady Dunmore. er contm, w r I, dy P-'-, who h d ut wig on, nd't 
old E-, who had fcratched hers off; 1 d 'S-, the dm ger E--, an , 
a lady S- wIth her trelt s coal b1.1Ck, and her hair ~oal whit, 'V ll! it 

5 all ddightful, but not hal['10 eh rming s it b iog ~v r-TJ1c gabble one 
• heard about it fOF ~x weeks before, and the fatigue of th u y, c uld not 
well he compenf: ted by a me're 'puppet.{how; for pupp t·{h w it .. , s" . 
though it coQ a mimon. Th leen is [0 gay th t w thull not nt fi Tht ; 
the has been at the Opera, the Beggar's Op fa and th R h rfal, a d two 
night ago carried the kh g to Ranel~gh, 1n iliort, 1 am [0 roi Cl' hIe witb 
lofing mr dllehefs I, and yon and Mr. Conw y, that I believe, 'f you {hould 
be another fix weeks without writing to me, I IQould come '0 t le I gue 
andfcol<1 yOll in perfon-for, alas ~ my deadady, 1 have no hop of feeing yo . • 
here. Stanley i·s recalled, is exp Cled every h ur-Burry go s to-m()~ro ; and" . 
Mr. Pitt is fo impatient to conquer Mexico, that 1 don't b Ii he v,vill It 
till my lord Brifiol can be ordered to Ie ve . adrid. 1 trembl , 1 Mr. on-
"'fay {hOl. d not get leave to come-os}';, are we fure he w ld Ii e to af'k it? 
He w fo impatient to get to the arIF'Y, that I fiu>uld 00t be furprHi d if he 
ftaid 'there ti .. every futtIer and oman that follow the camp wa, Ct' way . 
You afk me if we are not in admiration of pri ce I:rdinand-In truth, w 

• have thought very: littl~ of him. He ma,y outwit Br glio t n tim ". and not 
. \ be half fo much talked of, as lord Talbot'~,. backing his h r e down Weft

minfter-hall. The generality are not ft llck with any thing under,a C01l' Iete 
'Yitto 'y, If you have a mind to be well with th mob of Eng) nd, y u m 
be knocked on th head like Wolfe, or bring home as many diamonds as 
Clive. We- live in a eountry where fo many follies or novdtk!l flart forth 1 

every day, that we have not time tQ try a general's capacity by the rule~ 0 ' 

}?Qlybius. 

1 have hardly 1 ft rf)om for-my obligations-to your'ladyiliip, for my com-
'. 

~ The &ilKhera of ~l'af.ton, wfo was abroact.. , , 

• 

• 
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millions at Amfterdam; to Mrs. Sally r, fof, her tea-p6'ts, which are likely to 
fray fOG long at the Hague, that I fe~r they will have begot a whole fet of 
lhina; and to mifs Conway and lady George, forI/thinking of me. Pray 
affure them of m;y re-thinki?tg. Adieu, dear madam! Don't YOll think we 
had better write oftener and iliorter? C fI' 

• 

" 

t\ 

Yours moft faithfu1Jy, • OJ 

LET T E R V'f' , 

!-lOR. WALPOLE. .' 

\ 

Strawberry-hill, O£t:. 10, 1761" 
- ~ 

I DON'T know what bulinefs I had, madani, to be an reconomift: it was 
-ont 'Of charaCler. I wiihcd for a thoufa.nd more drawings in that fale at Am
fterdam, but concluded they would be very dear; <and not having Ceen them, 
I tl'iought it too raill to trouble your ladyLhip with a large commiffion. 

, t 
( 

... __ t willi I .cQuld give you as goo~ an account of your commiffion; but it is 
abfolutely impracticable. I emplpyed one of tbe ' moIl: fenfible and expe
rienced Illen in tl;le(r cuftom-houfe; and 'all the refult was, he cCluld only re
com.mend me to"Mr( Amyand as the neweft and confequently the mpfi polite 
of the commiffioners ........ but the duchefs<of Richmond had tried him before-to . ~ 

no purpo[c. There is no way of r,ecdvenng any of your goods, but pur .. 
chafing them again at tbe fale. - (j ,,'i 

\Vhat am I~ ~loing, to be talking to you of drawings and chintzes, when 
the world is all turned topfy turvy ~ Peace, as the poets would fay, is not only 
returned to heaven, but has carried her filter Virtue along with her-' Oh! no, 
Peace will keep no fuch company-Virtue is an errant firumpet, and loves 
diamonds as well ag my lady , and is a, fond of a coronet . as my lord 
M~lcombe. W orfe! worre;! She will fet men to cutting' throats, and pick 
theIr pockets at the £1.me tirr.e. I am in fuch a lJaffion, I cannot tell you 
y:hat I am angry about-Why, about Virtue and Mr. Pitt; two errant cheats, 
gi fies ! I believe he was a comrade of Elizabeth Canniq.g, when he lived .at 
Enfield-walli. In iliort, the council were for making peace; . 

( 

~ Lady rile4bury's woptan. 

.' 
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But he, as loving his n pride and pnrpofi 
Evades them fith a bom aib ircu1l1H nee, 
Horribly ftuff'd with e ithcts of war, 
And in conc1ufion-nonfuits my mediator .. ... 

He infifted on a war with Spain, was refifted~ and laO: Monday figl ed. h~ 
city br athed vengeance on his oppofers, th council quak d, • nd the LOFd 
knows what would have happened; but y frerday, which wa only Frid y, 
as this giant was fralking to feizc the Tower of London, he fr umbled over a 
filver penny, picke,? it up, carried it home to lady Efther, and th y arc' now as 

~ quiet, good fort of people as my l~rd and Itldy Bath who liv d in th virregar
bottle. In facr, madam, this .. i l maculate man has accepted lh barony of 
Chatham for his· wifc, with a pcnfion of thrc thou[apd, pound a y ar for 
three lives; and though h~ has not qpitted the houfe of common, I hink 
my lord' A- would now be as forl1jidabl there. he ennon he has 1 t 

• 'w, is a war for three thoufand lives! rhaps, for t.wenty times three thoufand 
lives !-But-

Does this become a foldier ?' th/s become 
Whom armies follow'd, and a peopl lov'd? 

What..! to fneak out of the fcrape, pre-v'ent pea , and avoid the war! blaft 
one's chara .er, and all for the &OmD rt of a paltry annuity, a long-necked 
peerefs, and a couple of Grenvilles! The city look mighty foolifh, I ellev , 

. and poffibly even Beckford may blufh. Lord T mple rdigned y fi: rday '; I 
fuppofe his virtue pants for a dukedom.. Lord Egremont has 'tl1e fcals ; lord . 
Hardwicke, I fancy, the privy {; al ; and Geo~'ge renvill, no long r fp c; k f, 

is to be the cabinet minifter in the houfe of commons. Oh! madam, 1 am 
glad )'OU are inconftant to Mr. Conway, though it is only with a Barbett ! If 
you piqued yourfelf on your virtue, I 'fhould eXp'cd you would f 11 it to the 
mafter of a Trechfcoot. • 

. r told yo~ a lie about the, king's going to Ranelagh-No matter; there is • 
no fuch thing as ruth. Garrick exhibits the coronativn, and, opening the 
end of the ftage, dHcovers a real bonfire and real mob: the houfes in D ry
lane let thelr windows. at three-pence a hea~. Rich is going to. prod uce a 
finer coronation; nay, .than the real on " for there-. is to lie, a dinner or the 

"7. knights 

• 

• 
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t ' 

knights of the bath and the barons of the .. inque porttJ, which lord Talbot re-
,fufed diem. ~ f , 

I put your Cattfi ids and Stauntoos into th~ hands of·one df the fi~ll: 
heralds upon arlh, and wI a has the entire JTcdtgree of .. he Careys; but he 

~ cann,oi fino a dr p of Howa~d or Seymour blood in the leaft artery about 
~lem. Good night, madam! 

Yours mon. faithfully, 

HOR. W ALPOL .. 

• LETTER 
DE ARM A DAM, Arlington-flreet, Nov. 2.8, 17(w 

f YOU a;e fa bad and fa good, that 1 don't know how to 'treat ·y.ou. ,You 
give me every mark of kinclnefs but letting me hear from you. You f; nd me 

r charming drawings the moment I tro~ble you with a commiffion., and you 
" gi ve lady Cecilia I commiffions fur trifles of my writing, in the moft obliging 

manner. I have,taken the laUel: off her hands. The Fugitive Piece, and the 
Catalogue of Royal and Noble Authors {hall be conveyed' to you directly. 
Lady ..... ecilia a~4 I .. agree how we lament the charming fuppers th6'l'e, every 
time we pafs the corner of WarwiclC-ftrcet !, We have a r ttle comfort for 
your fake and our OWO, in believing that t1te campaign i at at\. end, at 1 aft 
for this year-but they tell Ul), it is to recommence h Ie or in fr land. You 
have nothing to do with that. Our politics, I think, w'll foon be as warm as . 
our war. Ohurles Townfhend "is to be lieutenant- en~ral to Mr. Pitt. The 
dukQ of B~dford is privy- feal; lord Thomond, c IFerer; lord George Caven .. 
di!h, comptroll r. 

Divcrllons, you know, madam, are never at highwater .. mark before Chrift
mas: yet operas flouri(hf pretty well: thofe on Tuefday are r moved to 
Mondays, becaufe the queen likes the burlettas, and the king cannot go on 

, Tuefd,ays, his paft-days. On thofe nights we pave the middle front b x . , 
railed in, where lady Mary ~ a1)d .I fit in trifle ftate like a lord mayor and lady 
may:orefs. The night befOre Jaft there was a . private ball at court, which 

• Lady Cecilia Johnfton. & Lady Mary Coke. 
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began tit half an hour aftet" fix, 1a d till one, and finiihed without a fupper. 
The king danced the wh Ie time w{th he queen, lady Augufta with ~tr fou • 
younger brothers. The ocher performers were: tl e two duch {fea of An
caftc:r and Hamilfon, who danced lit~le; lady ffiogham ana']ady Egremont, 
who danced much j)thc fix mai< of honour; Jady Sufan Stewart, as attending. 
lady Augufta; and lady Caroline Ruffel, and lady Jane Stewart, the only.; wo
men not of the family. LaJy .Northumberland is at Bath; 'lady 'Veymout 
lies in; lady Bolingbroke was there ill waitin , but irl black gloves, fo did not 
dance. The men, befides the royal ,w re lords March and Egl' ntoun, of the 

• bed-chamber; lord. Cantelupe,.vicc,.chamberlain ; lord Huntingdon; and four 
{hangers, lord Mandevill , lord Northampton, lord Suffolk, and lord Grey. 
No fitters-by, but the princefs; t le duch fs of Bedford, and lady Bute~ 

lfit had not been for this. ball, I dq9't know how I £hould havei'urniL4ed a 
decent letter. Pamphlets on Mr. Pitt ... -\\re the whole cOl1verfation, a d n e 
of them worth {; nding crofs the wateL.: at leaft I,. w ho am faid to write fome 
()f them, thi"nk fa; by which you may perceive I am not much flattered with. 
the imputation. There muft be new per[~.nages at leaft, before I write. on 
any fide-Mr. Pitt and the duke of Newcaftle! I {boulCl as foon think of 
informing the world that mifs Chudleigh i$ no veftal. Y o.u will li.ke b tter to 
fee fome words which Mr. Gray has writ, at mifs Speed's dqueft, , to an old 
air ofGeminianl: the thought is from 'the French. 

• I. 
Thyrfis, whe~ we parted, fwore 

Ero the [pring he would return. 
Ah! what means yon violetflow'r, 

And the buds that deck the thoro. ? 
'Twas the lark that upward fprung, • 
'Twas the nightingale that fungo 

II. 
Idle notes! untimely green! 

Why this unavailing hafte ? 
W eftern g~les and ikies ferene 

Speak not always wimer paft: 
Ceafe my doubts, my fears to move; 
Spare the honou:I of my lov~. 

Adieu, madam! -

• 

.y our moft faithful fervant, 
HOR. WALPOLE • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



, t 

562 LETTERS FROM THE I-Io . HORACE W LPOLE 

" ,. 
LET 'r E~R VII, , 

MADAM, 4otrawberry~hil1, March 5,1762. 

o E of yout-naves, a fil1e young officer, brought me two dayse ago a very 
,pretty medal fr In your ]adyfh~p. Amidft cAl your tritfmphs }'OU do not, I 
fee, rforget your ,'nglilh friend~, and it makes me ~xtremcly bappy, H 
, leafed me frill more, by aifurin me that you return to J gland h 11 th 
campaign op ns. I can pay this news by none fo good a by (cUing you th 

e talk of ncr.hing but peace. We are equally ready to give law to the world 
or peace. Martinico has not mad us intraaaple. W e a~d the new Czar are 
the Deft fort of people upon earth: I am lure, madam, you mnft adore him; " 
'he i wi11ing to r lign all, his conqucfis, thlLt .you and Mr. COl way may b~ 
fettled again at Park-place. My lord Chefterfield, with the defpondence of an 
,old ~an al1d the wit of a young one, fhinks thev French and Spaniards mu!\: 
,Jl}'ake fom att mpt upon thefe iilandsfl and is frightened left we fhould not 

r be fa well pr pared to rep,ell invafion& a to make them: he fay, "What f 
, will it avail us if wc gain thc who~_world, alld loft our oU'l1fiul?" 

'I am here alone, madam, and know nothing to tell you,. I came from 
own on Satu.rtiay for the worft cold I ever had in my life, ,and, what I care 

lefs to own even'to myfelf, a cough... I hope lord Chefterficld will" not fpea 
more truth in what I have quoted, t~.an in his a{fertion, that one need not 
-cough if one did not pleafe. It has pulled- me extremely, anct'yotl may be
lieve I do not look very plump, when I am more emaciated than ufual. 
However, I, ~ave ta en James' powder for fonr nights, and have found ' 
grea~ benefit from it; and if 1'l~i[s Conway does not c{)mc back with foixantt 
.et do1l'zt quaTticr.!, and the hauteur of a Landgravioe, I think I !hall frill be 
able to run down the precipices at Park-place with her-This is to be t\nder
flood, fuppofing that we have any [ummer. ' Y efter,day was the firO: mom nt 
that did not feel like Thulf1.: not a glimpfe of fpring or green, except a mifer
able almond-tree, half opening one bud, like my lord< P--'s eye. 

, 

It will be warmer~ J hope by the king's birth-~ y, or the old ladies will 
catel! their deaths. There is a (;ourt drers to be inftit':lted-( to thin the draw
ing-rooms)-ftiff-b di d gowns tlpd bare {boulders. What urea ifuI difcove
ries will b'~ made both on fat <\od lean! It r CQ~mend to you the itlea of 
Mrs. C--, wh 'n half-ftark ; and I migh fi ll the rdt of my paper w Ith fuch 

~ . 
'~mages, but you~ ima~ination will fupply them; and ycu fiiall exeufe me, 

til u h 
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'thou h I leave this a !hart letter; ut I wtote mer 1y to than.k your I dylhip 
for the medal, and, as yo~ pered ve, T1aVt very littl to [; y, b lU S h i 'now , 
and Iafling trutb, how much I am 1\1r. Conway 5 and , . . .. 

Y ur ladylhip's faithful h Imble fervant, 
• 

HOR. WALPO ~' . 
• • 

. 
L .. E T T E R VIII. . ,. 

MADAM, Strawberry-llill, JulY3f, "1'762 • 
• 

MAGNANIMOUS as the fair foul of your ladyfllip is, and plaited with 
fuperabundanee of Spartan fortitude, I £ licitate my own good fprtune who 
can circle this epifl:le with branch of the gentle olive, as well a era n. it 

• witb viB:orious laurel. This pomp us p(lragrapb, madam, which in co _ 
p1iment to my lady Lyt,telton I have penned in the fiy of her lord, means 
110 more, than that 1 wiill you joy of the c;a. Ie of W Ideckl, and more joy on· 
the peace, which] find every body think is concluded. truth, I have frill 
my doubt ; and yeflerday came news, vhiclt, if my lord Bute dves n·ot lIla e • 
hafie, may throw a littl rub in the way. 1n iliort, th'e · C ar is dethroned. 

orne give the honour to his wife; oth rs, who add the little circumOance of 
his being murdered too, afcribe . the revolution to the archbilliQP of Novo
gorod, who, 1ike other pri fis, th\nks a!faffination a lell) affront to h av n than 

. three Lutheran churc~es: I hope the latter is the ttuth j becaufe, in thc hOlley
'moonhood oflady C--'s tendernefs, I don;t know but {he Pnight rnifcarry 
at the thought of a wife preferring a cr0wn: and [candal fays a regim t of 
grenadiers, to her hufband. • 

I have a little meaning in naming lady Lyttelton and lady C-, who 1 
think arc at Park-place. Was not there a promi e that you all three would 
meet Mr. Churchill and lady Mary l1ere in the beginning of Augufl:? Yes, in- • 
deed was th;re, and 1 ptlt in. my c1aim.-Not confining. your heroic and muficah 
ladyfhip$ to a day or a week j my time is at your command: and I willi the 
rain was at. mine; fur, if you or it do not come foon" I iliall not have leaf 
left. Strawberry is browner than lady D--, F-. 

• 
~ At t e taking of which Mr. Conway had amned. ru 

4 CZ l was 
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I was grieved, madam, to rnifs feeing I(5U in town on Monday, particularly 
.-as { ""ifued to fettle this party. If you -will let ~ knoW' when it will be 
your pleafure, I will write to my fifter • 

•• 
I am your ladtLhip's . • 

MoA: faithful fervant, 
.. 

HOR. WALPOLE .. 
::. 

L E '1' T E R <:K,. 

Arlington-flreet, Dec. 29, 1772. 

I~DEED, madam, I want you and Mr. Conw.ay in town. Chriftmas has 
qifperfed all my company, and left nOl:hing but a loo-party or two. If all '" 

' f the fine days were not gon out of toMl too, I !hould take the air in a morl1-
)ng; but I am not yet nimble enough, like old Mrs. · Nugent, to jump oUt of 
a poA:-cbaife into-an affembly. ' • • 

YO\l have afwof~l taLle, my lady, not to like lord G-'s bon mot. I am 
almoA: too indignant to tell you of a r.10fl: amuCing book in fix volumes, called 
Hifloire philofophique ct polilique du !ammerce des deux lizde.r. • It teils one 
every thing in the world-how to make corlquefts, invaCions, bltlnders, feftle
ments, bankruptcies, fortunes, &c. tells you the natural and hiftorical hi~ory of • 
.aU nations; t.~lks commerce, navigation, t a, coffee, china, mine~, faIt, {ptees ; 
of t'1)e Pertugue[e, Englifh, Fren"h, Dutch, Danes, Spaniards, Arabs, Caravans, 
P.erCians, Indians, of Louis XIV, and the king of Pruffia; of la Bourdonnois, 
Dupleix and admiral SClIIJnders; of rice, and women that dance naked'; of 
cam Is, gingams and mullin; of millions of millions of livres, pounds, ru
pee, and gouries; of iro~, cables, and Circaffian women; of law and tha 
Miffiffippi ; and againft aU governments and reli~ions. This and every thing 

f e1fe is in the two fira volumes. I cannot conceive what is left for tne four 
others. And all is fo mixed, that you Jearn forty new trades, and fifty new 
hift0li~s, in ~ Ci ngle chapter. There is fpirit, wit, and cl earn efs - and if there 
were but lefs avoirdupois weight in it, it would be the richeLl book in the 
world in ntaterials-bu~ figures .t~ me are fa many cyphers, and only put me 
in mind of childs.-en that fay, an hundred hundred hun.dred millions. How-

ever, 



'f0 TR'E C 0 U N T E S S OF I L ES BURY. 65 
ever, it bas made me learned eno~h to talk about Mr. Sykes and th r. cr t • 
committe", r, which is all that any t>ody talks of at prefent; nd yet 'made
moifelle Heinel is arrived. This is all I know, and' great d I too, confider .. • 
ing I know'lnothil\g-and yet, were ther either trllth or lies',' I £hould know . 
them, for one hears very thing in a fick room. Good night both! 

• 

• • 

LETTER 
Str wherry.l il'~ Nov:7. 17i • 

r HAVE written fuch tomes to Mr. Conway to , madam, a~tl have fo no
thing new to write, that I might as well methinks begin and end Ii e the Indy 
to her huiliand : Jt VOll! ccrit parctquc jc ,I' ai rim /1 fairt : jt fllli; flarccqlJ( j , 
n'ai. rien a vous dirc. Yes,' r have, two complaints to make, one f o~r 
ladyillip, the other ofmyfelf. You telfme nothing of lady Harriet 1 : Hav 
you no tongue, or tite French no eyes? or are her eyes employ d in nothing • 
but feeing? What a vulgar employment f01"1 a fine woman's eyes after !he is • 
Tiren from her toilet! I declare I will aflc 11'0 more quefHo s-What is it 'to 
me, whether £he is admired or not? I £hould know how charming' ili.1! i , • • though an urope were blind. I hope I. am not to be tala bf any barBarous 
nat~on'upon earth what b auty C\nd gra e are! 

• 
For myfelf,:or am guilty of the gout in my elbow; the left-witnefs my hanCl-

. writing. Whether I caught cold by the deluge in the night, or whether ~he 
bootikins like the water of Styx can only prereI've the parts th t furround, I 
doubt they have faved me but three week for fo long my reckonin~ has e n 
out. However, as I feel nothing in my feet, I flatter myfclf that this Pindaric 
tranfition will not be a regular ode, but a fragmenr, the more valuable for 
being imperfect. 

Now for my gazette.-Marriagcs-Nothing done. Intrigu\!s-More itt • • 
" the political than civil w~y. Births-Under par fince lady B-- left off 

breeding. Gaming- Low water. Deaths-Lord Morten, lord Wentworth, • 

1 LT pOll Ball: lndian air. irs. 
1r. Conway and 1 dy Aildbury wer 

at Ptlris together. • 

• 
3 LatJy Harriet Stanhope, afterwards married 

ow to lord ole. • 

duchcfs 
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rluche{s Douglas. Election fiock-More"buy rs than fellers. Promotions 
.. Mr. ilkes as high as he can go- -propos,. he as told lord chan ellor in-

te'ndeu to fignify to him that the king did not approve the dty's choice: he 
, f • ... ., 

replied, Then I {hall ligmfy to In lordfrup, that I am at leaf\: a fit to be 1 rd 
• mayor as he to be lord chancellor. This befng more gofpel than every thing 

Mn Wilkes fays, the formal approbation ,vas given. 
• • 

Mr . . BMrke has fll:cceeded at Brillol, and fir James Peachey ~ill mifcarry in 
SuiTex, Bu( what care you, madam, about our parliament? You will fee the 
ren~r<!e of the old one, with fongs and ep;gri\tt.s into the bargain. Wed not! 
fuift our parliaments with fo much gaiety. ( l\lloney in one} and, and abufe 
in t'other-thofe are all tl~e arts, we know. I¥it and a gamut I don"t beli ve 
ever ligni~ed a parliament I, whatever the gloiTaries may fay; for they never 
pr<.1duce pleafantry and harmony. Perhaps you may not tafte this Saxon pun,. 
·ut 1 know it .will make the Antiquarian Society die with laughing. 

• f) 

Expectation hangs on Amcilca. T e refult of the gener 1 aff'embly is 
.expected in fO'l\t or five days_ If one may beli ve the pap rs, which one 
fhoulc.t not believe, the other-iide-of-the-waterjfts are not doltx commt des 
tJlout~tU, and "Y,et .we , do intend to eat th.em. 1 was in town OQ Monday; 
the duchefs of B- graced our 160, and made it a rantipole as a quaker' . 
meeting. Looi.! ff<yi1lze ~, I believe, ts arrived by this time, but ~ fear without 
tjllinzc louis. '. 

Your her · ,.fnuff and the four glaffi s are lying in my warehoufe, but I can 
hear of no {hip going to Paris: You a,re now at I .. 'ontainebleau, but not think
ing of Frcincis I. the que n of Sweden and Monald fchi. It is terrible that 
~me cannot go' to cour that are gone! You have f1.lpped with the chf:lvaUer 
de Bouffiers': Did he aa every thing i? the word, and fing ev ry thing in 
the wor1d, and laugh at very thing in the world? Has madame de Cambis 

, . fung to you Sans d1'it,fiJ11s legeretli 3 r Has lord Cholmondeley delivered my 
f pacquet? I hear I have hopes of madame d'Olonne. Gout or no gout, r 

think I iliall be little in town till after Chriftmas: My elbow makes me blefs 

, Wctmpgmzot was the name of the Sa\On great 
council, theffuppofed origin of parliaments. E. 

lIoThis was a ca. nam given to a lady who 

c 

was very fond .of 100, and who had loft much 
mo .ey at that gam • E. 

S The firft wQrds of a favourite French ir • 
. " " 

.myfelf 
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myfclf that I am not a Paris. d age is no fuch uncomfort hI thing, i 
on give one's felf up to \[ with a good rae, and don't ra 't bout' . 

To mi night d hces and the p lie !how. • • 
• 

If on.e flays quietly 10 one's own houfe in the ~ountry, and care :£ r 1 th; 
but one's felf, [colds one's fervant , cond mns very thing t i' n w, nd. 
r.ecoIle6l:s how oharming a thoufand thO ogs w rc formerly that w 1 v ry dif:. 
agrecahl , ooe gets ov r the winter v ry well, and he [uml rs g t 0 er 
themii lves, ' ., 
• • • 

-------~====~==~ 

LET T E R X[. , .. 
• • • 

Fro t'other fide of the water, A gun: 17th, 17 75 ' 

lNTER RET! G your ladyfuip's orde~ ill the moa perfonal fenfe, as • 
refpeCl:ing the dangers of the fea, I writ the i.nflant I am 1 deu. r did n t 

1n truth, fet ou't tiU y fh:rday morning at eight o'clock; but find'og th 
roads, horres, pofiillions, tides, winds moons, and capt ·n . eCtor j[ tho 
pleafante!t humour in the world, I emba'rked almoft as foo as I arriv d 
Dover, 'and reached C lais before 'the fUt? was awake ;-and h te I all for tho 
fixtb time in y life, with only the tri£linl! diftance of ii ven-nnd-thirty yean 
between my nrt1 voyage and the prefent. W ll, I can only fay in xcufe 

, that ~ am got into the and of Strulbrug I wllere one is never·t old to be 
young, and where /(1 bcquillc dtJ flu's Ranlab bIotron like Aaron' rod Ot 

the' Gla{l;onbury thorn. 

Now to be fure I {hall be a little mortified, if your ladyiliip w' •. ted a letter 
of news, and did not at all trouble your head abo t my navig tion. How .. 
ever, y ou will not tel one fo; and therefore I will perfift in beli ving til 
hi good new~ will b re ived with tranfport ' at Far ~place, and that: th ell 

of Henley will15e {i t a-ringing. The reft of my adventures mu be defer .... 
red till they have hap ned,. which is not always the cafe of traveb. I G nd' 
you no compliments from Pari, bec ufe I ha,(e not got thither, nor ,delivered 
the bundle which Mr. Conwa fen m. 1 d'd, as your ladyfh.!p commanded, 

• buy 

• 
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buy three pretty little medallions in fi mes of fiJigraine, for 011r dear old 
• frienu

f1
• They will not ruin yoU\ having coft qot a guinea and half; but 

't was all I could find that was genteel and portable; and as lhe does not 
meafure by guineas, but attentions, file will be as much pleafed as if you 

« had fent her a dozen acres pf Park-place! As they he in bas-relief, too, 
th&y are feel able, and that is ~, material citcumftance to her. Indeed I wiCh 

«the Diomede had even fo much as a pair of Nankin! 

Adicu, !(fitte fa chere famille! I think of October with much fatisfaCtion ; 
i vyill'doub! the pleafure of my return" .« .. . l . 

•• 

• 
LET l' E R XU. 

, . 
Paris, AuguR 20, (17)" 

I HAVE , been fea-fick to dNth; I have been l)oifoned by dirt and ver
ll~in; I ha e bf!en fiifled by h:at, choked by duft, and fiarved for want of 
any thing I c,ould touch: and yet, madam, here I am perfellly well, not in 
the feaft fatigUf!d IJ and, thanks to the rivelled parchments, forqterly faces, 
which I have feen by hundreds,' I find rpyfe1f almoft as young as ,when I 
came hither ,firft in the laft century. t. In fp'ite of my w hims, an~ delicacy, and 
lazinefs, none of my grievances have been mortal: I have'qorne them as 
well as if I fet up for a philofopher, like the fages of this town. Indeed I 
have found-- '.lly dear old wOfI1an fo well, and lookIng fo much better than 
ihe~did four years ago, that I Am tranfported with pleafure, and thank your 
JadyIhip and Mr. Conway for driving me hither. Madame du Deffand came 
to me the inftant I arrived, and fat by me whilft I ftripped and dre£r~d my
felf; for, as Ihe {aid, fince lhe cannot fee, there was no harm in my being 
nark. She was charmed with your prefent, but was fo kind as to be fo 
much more charmed with my arrival, that £he did not think of it a moment. 

f I fat with her till half an hour after two in the morning, and had a Ie ter 
from her before my eyes were open again. In fuort, her foul is immortal, 
and forces her body to bear it company. 

? Madame dQ D'efFand. 
I . I • 
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This is the very eve of madam Clotilde' wedding; but monfi ur Tur
got, to the great grief of Jady M--~, ill fllffer 110 colt but one b;rfqu t, • 
Qne ball, and a play at V rfailles. Count Virri gi s a banquet, a bat 
ma.fqrtc, and" a firework. I think I fhall ~ e little but tl,e laff: from which I • 
will fend your ladyf1\ip a rocket~n my next lr.tter. J,ady M--, I beli " , • 
has had a private audience :of the emba{fador~s leg r, but ell to 'It bim t1 . 11-

neur, ~nd only to fatisfy her ceremonious ·curiofit about any art of royat 
nudity. I am ~ juft going to her, as {he is to Verf iIle ; aod I have not' 
time to add a word more to the vows of your lady!bip's 

Moft fa ithful 

HOR. \VALPOLE . 

• 
LET T E. R XIII. 

,. .Arlington-{\:re ) Dec. 12, 1775. 

DID you hear that fj ream ?-Don'c be frightened, madam; it was only, 
the duche[s of Kingfton Ian Sunday was fe~ennight at chapel: but it is bet
ter to be prepared; for fue has fent wo~d to the hou[e of lord, t at heer 
nerves are [0 bad fue intends to fcream for thefe two months, and the.refore 
they mnft'put off her trial. They are to take her throe • irfto confid r. ti on 
to-day'; and, that there may be [ufficienlt room for the length of her v il and 
train, and' at~endants, have a miod to treat her with Wellminfter-hall. I 

" hope fo, for I fhould like to fee this comedie larmoyante ;. and bcfid s, 1 
. conclude, it would bring your ladyfhip to town. You !ball" ,~ave timely 

notice. 

T~ere is another comedy infinitely orth feeing, mpnfieur 1 Tellier. He 
is Preville, and Caillaud, and Garrick, and Wefton, and M1B. Clive, all toge
ther ; and as perfea in the moft infignificant part a .. s in the moft di1iic'Ilt. To 
be fure, it is hard to give up 100 in fuch fine weather, when one can lay 
from morning till night. In London, Pam can [carce get a houfe till ten , 

• o'clock. If you happen to. fee the general your hufband, make my compli- . 
ments to him, mad m: his friend the king of Pruffia is going to the devil 
and Alexander the Great 

J He alludes to the ceremony o( the marriages of princelfes by proxy. E. 
4 . 
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• 
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• 
LET 'r 'E R XIV. 

Strawberry.hill, June 25, 1778. 
~. c ~ 

I AM quite aftonifhed, madam, at not }1earing of JVIr. Conway's being 
~ l'eturned! What i he doin ? Is h revolting and fetting up for himfelf, 
.1i1- our nabobs. in India? or ts he forming Jerfi y, Guerniey, Alderney, and 
Sark, into the united provinces in the com pars of a filver pepny? I fhould 
110t wonder if this was to be the fate of our diftracted empire, which we 

• feem 0 halre made fo large, only that it might afford to fplit into fepa ate 
kingdoms. I told Mr. C: I fhould not writ :a:ny more, ' concluding he ,~ould 
not ftay a twinkling; and your ,ladyfilip's I:~Jt encouraged my expecting him. 
In truth, I hat! nothing t<J t 11 him if I had ~ritten. 

, 
. 1 have been in town but one fingle night this age, as I could not bear to 
~throw away this phrenix June. It Has rained a good deal this morning, bu~ 

t only made it more delight'fu!. The Row rs are all Arabian. I have found 
• bu~ one inconvenience, which is the hofts of cuckoos: one would not think 

oYle was in Do6tors Commonsl It is very difagreeable, that the nighti gales 
1houll fing b\lt half a dozen fongs, and the other b afts fquail for two months 
together. .. c; ~ 

Poor Mrs. Clive ha been robbed agai~ i~ her own lane, (lS fhe ~as laft 
year, and has got the jaundice, fhe thinks, with the fright. r don't make a 
vifit without a blunderbufs; fo one might as well be invaded by the French • . 
Though 1 liv~ in the centre of, minifiers, I do not know a fyllable of poli
tics,,; and, though within headng of lady , who is but two miles off, 
I have not a word of news to fend your ladylhip. I live like Berecynthia, 
fUl'l'ounut:u by nephews and nieces: big and little, I have fifteen nea~ me ': 
yet Park-place is full as much in my mind, and I beg for its hiftory. 

t 

Your moft faithful 

lIOR. W ALPQLE. 

r 

" 
LETTER 
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xv. • 
S '. :tturday night, July 10, J779. 

) 
LET TE 

I COULD nof thank your ladyfhip before the poft went·out to-day, as I · 
was ~etting into my ·chaife to g and din , at Carlhalton with my couGn 
T. Walpole when I received your' kind enquir~ about my eye. It is quite . 11 • 
again, and I hope the n xt :lttac of the gout will be any wh re rath r thart 
in that quarter." 

• I did not expeCt Mr. Con aj ~o~ld think of returning jufl: no\. :As YOtt 

have loft both Mrs. D-- and lady \Villiam Campbell, I do not ~ e wh y 
your ladyfhip iliould not go to oodwood. " 

The Baronefs's increaling.peevifhne does not fUl'prife me. Wl1 .n pc pie 
,will not wecJ their own minds, they a apt to b overrun with nettle . Sli 
knows nothing of politic , and no w d r talks nooft:nfc abou·t th m. It is 
filly to willi three n ation had but one neck:. but it is ten tim mor abf'urd • 
to aCt as if it was fo, which the government ~1as done;- ye, and forg ttill ,. 
too, that it has not a fcymitar large enough to fever that ri~c1 · , \ hith tl y 
have in £feCt made 011t. It is paft the time, madam, of ki g' conj eCl ur .. 
How can one guefs whither France and'Spain will dir Cl a f)low that is in. 
their option? I am- rather inclined to t ink that they will have I atience to 
ruin us in det~l. Hitherto France and America have carrietl their point. by 
that manreu ret Should there be an engagement at fea, and the rench and 
Spanilli fleets, by their great fuperiority, i110uld have the aclv,.antage, one 
knows not what might happe~. Y ot, though1er are fuch large preparations 
making on the French eoaA:, I do not much xpect a ferious invafion, as they 
are fute they can do us more damage by a variety 0" oth ... r attacks, where 
we can make little refiflance. Gibraltar and Jamaica can but be the imme
oiate objeCts of Spain. Ireland is much worfe g arded than this Wand :
nay, we muft be undone by our expenee, !hould the fummcr pars without" 
any attempt. My coulin thinks they will try to dearoy Port(mouth and Ply
mouth-but I have feen n'othing in the prefent French miniA.ry that looks. 
like hold enterprife. rv e are much more adventurous, that fet every thin to 
the hazard:.. but there are fuch numbers of bfrom.J!u that both talk and act 
with paffi on, that one would th4.nk the nation had loft its fenfe(. Every 
thirfg has mifcarried ,tl;tat has been undertaken, and the w(frfe we fucceed,. 

4D~ ili 
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the ffiot'e is rifl ed ;-yet the ation is 11 • angry! How can one conjetl:ul'c 
• durin • [uch a delirium? I fome im almoft think J muO: be in the wrong to 

be of [0 contrary an opinion to moO: men :-yet, when evel·y misfortune 
hat has h!lppeJ'd had b en foretold by a f "V, why 11lO\1ld 'I not think I have 

b en in the right? Hal' not lmoft every fing{c event that' has be n nnounc d - , , 
a~ rol1 roue; prove a grofs fa.1[ehood, and often a lilly one r Are we not 
-<it this moment a(fured that WaChington cannot po£Tibly amafi an army f 
abo\'e 8000 men ! and yet Clinton, with 20,000 men, and WiUl the 11 arts, <l 

we arc tol (~. too, of three parts of the colonies, dares not {how his teet 
withotit the ·walls of New York !---...Can I ~ef in the w,rs.>ng in not believing 
,duit is fo cont.radiClory to my fenfes? vVe could not conqlier America when 
it flood alon~ ; th n Fra,nce ftlpported it, 'Jand we did not mend the mat-cl;' 
To make it fiill eaGer, we have driven Spain into the alliance. Is this wif
do ? \\fould it be pr fumption, ev~n if one were {ingle, to think that w 
Jl!uil ha e the worll: in fuch a contefi.? Shall I be like the mob, and exp • 
to conquer F?ance and Spain, and th n thund r upon Am rica ?-Nay, but 

, the higher mob do not c,'pea fuch fuccefs. They (Hould not be fQ angry at 
ll!~ hou[e of Bourbon, if not riorally c rtaiD that thofe kings d (hoy all ollr 
paffiornte dcfi re- and cxp aation 'of conquering America . . \V bulli d, and 
rhreatened , atld begged, and nothing would clo. Y t independenc0-. was fiill 

, I • 

the word. Ndw we rail at the t we monarchs-.and when they have banged 
us, w iliall fue to them as humbly cas we did to the C ngrefs. All this 1 y 
{enfes, fuch as they are, tell me bas b~ n and will be the ~1.fe . What i 
worre, II ELlropc is of the fame opinion; and though forty thoufand baron .. 
ejfes may b~ ver fo angry, I venture to ro hefy II at we ihall make but a . 
v ery fooliili figure whenever ware fo lucky as to obtain a peace; and pofic~ 
rity: that. may have prejudices of its own, will fiill take the liberty to ro
nounce that i ts aneeno[s were a WOf'll fI t of politicians f1·0m. the y ar lt7i4 tQ 

- I will1 1 ko w when. 
, 

. If I night ad i~, I would recommend Mr. B- to command the .Heet in 
, the room of lir Charles Hardy. The fortune of the 13-- i powerfu 

enough to baffle calculation. Good night, madam! 

P. S. I have not written tC) Mr. Conway fince this day fevennight, not hav .. 
ing a teafpoonful of news to fena him, .1 ~i1l beg your lady£hip to t 11 him fo. 

LETTER 

l 
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TO THli. OUNTES OF A I E B U 

J • LET T E R XVI. • 

, , Str wbe~\"y-hir~ Frid y night, T 7 ;9. • 

I AM not at all furprifeu, IllY dear ma lam, at the intrepidity f Mr .• 
D- I ; (he always was the heroic daught r of a hero. H r Ii nfe and <!ool
nefs never forljlke her. J, who at not fo firm, Dllludered at your ladyOlip': 
aCCf)unt. Now that fhe has !toad fire for four hours, I h pe {h~ will give a~ 
clear proofs of her und r!tanding, of which llutve as high opi ion of her 

, courage, and not r turn in an 

I am to dine at Ditton to-m~rrow, and will cettainly talk 'on ~ he fllhj 
you recommend-yet I am f r, till I have heard marC', from thil)king with 
your ladyfhip, that more 'troops anti art illery at Jerrey would be delir bie. 

• Any confiderahle quantity of cithcl"J'" cfpecinl1y of the for r er, c nnot h' 
fpared at this momeMt, when ro big a cloud hangs'over this iOand, nor would • 
any number a\'ail if tlfe French !hould be Ola!t rs at fea. A large gar ifon" 
would but tempt the French thither, were it but to dillrefi 11is coun ry; ' d, 
what' is worfe, woulu encourage Mr. Conwcy to make an impraaidlh1c de~ 
fence. he is to remain in a fituation fo unworthy of h~m" i conti [s 'I had 
rather"he was totally incapable 9f making any defence. 1 love him enough 
not to murn1]Jr at his expoling hirprelf ~here his country and his honour dc; 
mand him- ut I would not have him meafure hi felf in a phce unten able 
againfl very fllperior force. My pr rent comfort is, as to him, that France at 
this moment has a far' van.l'r objeCt. I hay good reafon to b~li ve the go
vernment knows th at a great army is rc:\dy t embal k at St. Maloes, bur. will 
not fiir till afrer a fea-fight, which we do nol know but may be 'engag d Ilt 
thisfnoment. Ollr fl eet is allowed to be the fineI1: ev r fet forth by thi 
country-but it is inferior in number by feventeen D)jps to the tll)ited {tJ ua
dron of the Bourbons. J.<'ranc, if,fuccersful, m{. ns to pOllr ill a valt Ii"'l~ny 

thoufaods on us, a d has threatened to hurn the capital itrelf. J crrey, my 
dear madam, does not enter into a calcuLltion of fuch magnitude. h mo-· 
m nt is lingularly awful - yet the vaunts of enemies are rarely executed rue ... 
cefsfully and ably. -lave we trampled America llnd r our [oat? .. 

1 

, The pack t in which £he was CTofling from Dover to Oflcncl was taken by a l~rcncl, frigate 
aftt.'r a running Ii rht of fc:ver,.'Il hours, E. • 

You 
J 
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You hav.e too good fenfe, madam, to he impofed upon by my arguments, 
. if they{ are infubftantial. You do kno~ that I havre had my terror for Mr. 
Conway; but at 'pr fe nt th yare out of the quefHon, from the infignificance 

f of his ifland. Do not lill: n to rumours, nor believe a ' fin~le on'b till it has 
been canvaffed over and over. Fear, folly, 6ifty motive'o, will coin new re
por~ every hour at fuch a conjpnCture. When one i totally void of credit 
~nd power, pntie"nce is the only wifdotn. I have feen dangers ftill more im
minent. They were difperfed. Nothing ha pens in proportion to what i 
meditated. cfortune, whatever fortune is, is more conftant than is the com~ 
mon notion. I I do not give this as one of my folid arg'J.ment , but I have , 
at ways encouraged myfelf in being fuperfthious on the favourable fide. I 
never, like mof): fupedtiti04s people, bdieve auguries againft my willi 5. We 
have been fortunate in the cfca e of Mrs. D--, and in the defeat at Jerfey 
even before r. Conway arrived; an.d thence I depend on the fame future 
,rofperit}'. 'rom the authority of pelifons who do not reafon on fuch airy . 

c llOpes, I am feriou{ly perflladed, that i(. the fleets engage, the enemy will not 
, gain advant:tge without deep-fe~t lofs, enough probably to difmay their in
var(3n. Coolnefs may fuccced, a,nd then negotiation.-Sur,e]y, if we can wea
ther '",he fummer,1 we !hall, obftinate as we are againft conviCtion, be compelled 
by the want df m~ney to relinquiili 'our ridiculous pretenfions, now .,proved 
to be utterly impraClicable; for, whir. an inferior navy at home, ea"; we a!fert 
fovereignty over America? It is a eOPitradiCtion in terms and in fact. 'It may 
be hard of digeftion to relinquilli it, but it i impoffible to pur[ue it. Adieu, 
my dear madam! I have not left room for a line more. 

LET T E R. •. VII. 
1/ 

Strawberry-hill, Tuefday night, }\tne 8, [779-

YOU fr'ghtened me fOf 'a. minute, my ~ear madam; but every 1 tter finee 
has giv n me pleafure, by telling me how raFidly you recovered, and how 

, perfeClly well you are again. Pray, howevert do not give me any more fuch 
joys. I {hall be quite on tent with your remaining immortal, without the 
foil nf any alarm. You gave all your friends a panic, and may truft their at
tachment ~ithOllt renewing it. J received as many inquirie the next day as 
jf an archbifuop, wa in dang r, and all dfe bench hoped he was going to 
heaven. I 

o IVlr. 
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• Mr. Conway wonders I do not talk of Voltai e's Memoir .-Lord bl fi me! 
I faw it t'wo months ago . the Luca b ught it from Paris and 1 nt ie,.o m ;, 
nay, and I have feen mon of it before; and I believ this an imfier~ a: copy, 
for it ends'no h<1w a.t all. Befide, it was quite out of my n~ad. Lord Mel
combe's Diary put that and eve thing elfe out of my mind. I wonder much 
more at Mr. Conway's not talkiI1g of this! :1t goffips about the Ii ing s fa
miliarly as a modern newfpap r. I long to hear what . • fays about i,. 
I willi the ne~[papers were as accurate! They have been circumnanti I about 
lady Wa!fillgham's birth-day clothes, which to b fure ne is lad to know, 
only unluckily there is no fucQ erron I. However, I dare to fay that her 
drefs was very b coming, and diat !he looked charmingly. • 

• • . . 
The month of June, according to cunom imm~morial, is as cold as Cbrin. 

mas. I had a fire laft nigh!, and all my rofebuds, I believe, would. have been 
. very gl~d to fit by it. I have other gri ances to boot; but as they aT annu ~s 

too, videlicet,-peoEle toJee my houf! -I will nOJ: torment: your ladylliip with , 
them: yet I know " notping eIfe. None of my neighbours are come into the, 
~ountry yet: one would think all the dowagers wer elected into the new ar-
liament. , Adi u, my dear madam!· , 

J The tl 1e of Walfingham was not revived in tJ1e family of de Grey ill he year 1780. E. 

o • 

• 
• 
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J. MOE" 
• 

o the 

LET T E 

To MRS. H. M 0 R E. 
• 

Strawb rry- ilI,'N vember 13, 1,8 .. -

THANK you ,a thoufand ti~e~, dear madam, fO.r, your obliging letter and 
the ne Briflol jlonu you have fcnt me, hleh would pafe on more 

• lkllful lapidary than I am for having b en brillianted by a proferred nift, 
if you had no tol(\ 'rne that they came fl\ining out of a n ';tIe mine, and 
had no foreign diamond-duft to polifh thclh. Indeed can one daub ny 
longer that Driftol is as rich and warm a foil a India? I am c!om' inc d it , 
has cen fo of late years, though I queftion ltlS havtng been {; lu uriant irl 
alderman Canning's days j and I have MORE rcafons for thinking {o, than 
from the marvels of Cbattertoo,-Dut I will tdrop metaphor ; Id\ fome 

. nabob fuould take me all pid de fa !lltre, fit out an exp clition, pl~nat:r your 
city, and maffacre you for ~eighing too '{WI" carats. 

d 
this unhappy female r. Hu ear, as you rc 

n. Yearftcy, the milkwo 

4 E 2 
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gift of nature, amazes me efs. Her elCpreffions are more exalted than 
. Qoetic ( and difcover taO:e, as you f<1Y, rather tban difcov~r flights of fancy 

( and wild ideas, as one !hould expect. I ihould therefore advife her quittjng 
blank verfe, whi want the high 0: colQ.llring to uifiillguifh it Uom profe ; 
whereas her taO:e, and prooabl1 good fenfe, tmight give 1:"ufficient beauty to. 
her rpymes. •• 

Her not being leamed is another reafoD againft her writing in blank verfe. 
Milton employed all hi s reading, nay all his geographic knowledge, to e!lrich 
his language-!an fucceedeu. They who have i~itated him. in that particular, 0 . , 
have been mere monkeys; and they who negleCted it, flat and poor. • • • • • • 

Were I not perfuaded by the famples you have fent me, madam, that this 
woman has 'alents, I {}:ould not advife er encom;aging her propenfity, left 
it fuould divert her from the care 0 her family, and, aft r the novelty is , 
over, leave he" worfe tha !he was. hen the late q\\een patronifed Ste-
nhen Duck, who was only a wonder at fidl, ana hati not genius enough tOr 
fup~ t the charaCter he had prqmifed, twenty artifans and labourers turned 
poet8, 1 d O:arved~ Your poetef-s can fcarce be more miferable tlr.m !he is, 
and ev r~utation of being an authorefs may procure her c~mer.s : 
but as poetry is o~e ·of your leafi: excellencies, madam (your virtues will for .. 
give me), I am fure you will not on11 give er councils for her work;, but 
for her conduCt; and your gentlencfs will blend them fo judi1:ioufly, that 
{he will mind the friend as well as the miO:refs. She muO: remember that £he 
is a LaCliUa, 1'\~ a Paftora; and is to tend real cows, nllt Arcadian !heep . 

• • 
WKat! if. I !hould go a fiep farther, dear madam, and take the liberty of 

reproving you for putti~ into this peor woman's hands fuch a frantic tl~ing 
as the Caftle of Otranto ? It was fit for nothing but the age in which it was 
written; an age in which much was known; that required only to be amufed, 
nor cared whether its mufements were conformable to truth and the models . 
pf good ferif~; that could not he fpoiled; was in no danger of being too 
credulous; and rathtr wanted to he brought back '(0 imagination, than to be 
led aftray by it ~-b'.lt you wilt have made a hurly-huJly in this poor woman's 
head, which it cannot develop' an digefi. 

. 
I will not rep I ove, without fuggefting fomethiog in(my turn Give h r 

Dryden'...., 
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TO • MRs. I . M 0 R E. S8x 

• 
Dl'yden's Cock and rox, the n ndard of good fenfl, poet! y, n tur , and 
cafe. I would recomm d others hjs tales: but her imagin tion' lread 
too gloomy, and iho~ld be enlivened; for which reafon I do not na~c M; . . 
Gray's Etan Ode aad Church-yard. Prior's Solom n (for doul t hi Alma, I • 

,though far fuperi r~ is too Ie rned for her limited reading) would be ery 
pr'lper. In truth, I think the caft of the ge (1 meal. in its compofition ! 
is too fombre. The flimfy giantry of ORian has introdt ed mountalOo s 
horrors. Th exhibitions at omerfet-houfe are r 'fdeo with Brobdignag 
gho£l:s. Read and explain to her a charming poetic familiarity c 11 d the 
Blue-Stocking Club, If ihe has not your other p' ces, mi tIt ke th 

• liberty, madam, or beggin~ yoll t buy th{!m for her,. nd let m b lfllyour 
debt? And that your fcirons I . a win their way more eafily, even though her 
heart be good, will you add a guinea or two, as you fee proper~-A nd th ugh 
I do not lov to be named, .yet, if it would ncollrage a fubfcripti 1, 1 tbould' 
have no fcru Ie. It will be bell to b~ in mod rat ly; for, if th ould t, 

• Hippocrc:ne fot P aolus, we may hajl:en h r ruin} not con ri ute to r fo;-
tune. 
II • 

On re~llea:ion , you flad better caIr "me: Mr. any-bo , than n m -my 
name, .w~h I fear is in bad odour at BrHloJ, on poor Chatte,to • ount ; 
and it may be thought that I am ato ing his groil:: ' til u h, if hi fi iend ' 
would ihow my letters to Mm; yo~ would finJ that I <vas as tend r to 
him as to yOlir milkwoman ~ but Jhal they have never don, I on other 
inllances of their injufiice. However, I beg you. to fay nothing on that fub,. 
jeCt, as I have declare~ I would not. . . 

• 

I have {een our excellent friend in Clarges.ftr et r: {he complain a \lfl1al~ 
of her deafnefs; but I alfure you it is at Jea£l: not worfe, nOlO is her weak- . 
nefs. Indeed} think both her and Mr. Vefey better)han lail: winter. Whe 
will you hllle-jlocldng. yourfelf and come amonglt us?, Confider how many 

. of us are veterans j and though w do not trud'g! on foot accordiug to the 
'in£l:itut' on, we may be" out at heels-and the heel, you know, madam, b,,~ 
Bever been privileged. I aPl, with. the fincerelt regard, madam" . • 

Your m ch obliged and obedient humble fervant, 
• 

• 

.. BOR. W~LPOLE 
~ Mrs •. Vefey. • 

tETTER 
• • 

• 
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