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,L E T T E R Lvn . 
• 

) Strawb ry-hill, Augult 9,1763. 

MY gallery ~/ our pro~ife; the painters an ,gilders .finilh to­
morrow, and n xt day It walhes lt hands. 1: ou talk.ed cr-£.. the; 15th; 1hall 
I exp a you·' then, nd the countefs r, and lhe conteffina \ and the 
baronefs 3? 

• 
Lord Digby is to ,be married immediately to the pretty mifs Fielding; and 

Mr. Bootnby, they fay, to lad Mary Douglas. c: What more news I know 
i eannot fend ~'ou; for J have had it fr.om lady Del bigh and lady Bland­
ford·, who have 1D confounded name, gendt'rs, and circumil:ances, that I 
am not fure whether prince Ferdinand is llot going to be married to the 
Hereditary ·Pri1 dieu! 

. . Y-ours ever, 

• HOR. WALPOLE • 

"P. s. If you want to know more' of me, you may read a whole column 
of abufe upon me 'in the Public Ledger of Thurfday 1ail:; where thev in­
form me that the cotch cannot be fo fenfible as the Engli1h, becaufe ~.they 
have not fuch good writers. Alack 1 I am afraid the 1Ilojl fe1ffible men i 
;my _country do 1I0t write. 

I had writ this la11: night. Th~s morni~g I recei;; ~lr paper of 
evafions, pedide qu vous etes ! You may let it alone, youw\ l1 never fee 
any thing like·my ga~l.r -And thein to afk me to lea e '1. the infiant it 
is fini1hed! I never he' • l 3) requefi in my days !-Why, all the earth is 
beg iug to come to fe : .. : as'Edging fays, I have had offers enough from 
blue d gr en nbbands" make me a falbala-apron. Then I have juft re­
fufed t t r. K-,-- d her bilhop be in the houfe with me, becaufe 
,I e pea d "a!f you- ghty well, mighty fine J-N 0, flf, no, I 1hall not 

I 
~ Of Ail !bury. 

. • ~ nne Seymour Conway. 

,; ( ~l"'h< . Rid" focon~Wife of George lord 

"-- -

Lyttelton. 
• They were both Dutch worlltn, and {pOl e 

very bad EnglHh. 

come; 



ome ; nor am I~:t;l a hum ur to do any thing ICc y u d fIr 
'Out your provoki b me, I lhould n ha\' c m luto the · pr pof; 1 .• 

~~ Giardini. \Ve v ben dup d nd heated e . ry ,it r Ii 
years by the Ull~ • kers of op r and I nev r ~l y arthillg tn re 
till the lail: t, n r an be terrified at their s , ' 1 am afioni01.e 

u are. So from fright lling m , the kinde thing th y could d t 

would be not to'let one av a bo to hear their old thr ad.biere voice an 
fnppery thefts' .aod as for Giardini himfclf, I woul not g crofs the r~ In 

to hear him play to eternity. I fhould think he could fd ten nobody but 
lady Bingley by a rcfufa1. 

LVIII. 

Ading fl. tj April 19, 17604. 

I j ufr ome from the duehefs f '('a r , re . d ne ,cneral 
Warburton vas th re, . nrI fi 'd it a th rep at the houl( 0 1 rds, that 
you are turn out-He imagined, of our regiment-but that . I fuppofe 
is a miftake for the b deham r. I 01a11 hear more to-night, nn lady 
Straffi rd, who bring you his, will rei, you; though to be fure you will 

now a ier by the p t -morrow • ../My only reafon for writing i, to 
r . eat to you, that whate er ou d I fuall a with you '. I re(; nt any 
thil g d ae to ou a to If. 1y fortun {hall 11 vel' be fe arated 
cQm yours-e cept that .£ time or 0 er I hope yours will be gre ,and 

~ I am content with mine. • e . 
The Mann go on with the bufincfs"'-;rhc ctt r J recci ",ed was from 

! I 'W' s going to 
c raaer to uu{potted, 

Mr. Edward ann, not fr Gal' ,widow. 
fay, my difgrace friend-How delightful to(1'l~ l 

t t the word diJ;. race r coils on thofe who dltp 

Yours unalterably, 

idow of John Campbcll, duke of ArgyU. 
e at Ie ttnera1 Warburton, and had 

• \,een maid of b r to queen Anne. 
S Mr. Con af' as diCmi1red from all his em­

ployments, ci U and military, for having op­
pofed the minillry in the e of commons, on 

YOLo V. 

~e queftion of the egality of gc eral w rrant., 
at the time of the proCecution of Mr. Wilke 
for the public tion of The North Brit • 

J Mr. Walpole was then in the houCe of com­
mons, member for King's Lynn in Norfolk. 

.. Of army.clothiers. • 
p LETT 
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LET T E R LIX. 

Strawberry-hill, Saturday night, eigh~ o'clock, April :H, 1,64, 

I WRITE t you rith a very bad head.a h; I have pai1ed a night, for 
which - atld the duke of -- {hall par many an uneafy one! N ot~ 
withitanding I heard from every body I met, that your regiment, as w 11 
as bed hamber, ere taken away, I ~ould not believe it, til1la~ night the 
duchefi of G- told me, that the night before the duchers of faid 
to qer, , ~ Are not you very forry for poor Mr. Conway? He has oil: e'very 
thtng." When the witch of E11dor pities, one knows ihe has raifed the 
dev.il. 

I am com:$l' 1e alo~'le to put my thoughts into fome order, and to avoid 
thowing the fi falb 5l of m' refentment, which I know you would dif­
approve; n r 0 it becOl ._ your friend to rail. My anger thall be a little 
more man!.}', and the plan of my revenge a little deeper laid than in pee iib 
b r s-mots. You {hall judge f my indignation by its du ation. 

1n th mean tirnt:?, let me beg yo ,...in the moll: earne:il: and mo!! fincere of 
all profeffi DS, to fuffc r me to make yonr lofs a light as it is in my power 
t make it: I ha e fi thoufimd p und in the funds' accept all, or what 
part you ,want. 0 not imagine I will be put off with a refufal. The l'e­
t renchment of'iny e:xpenc s, whi h I (hall froIl thi hour commence, will 
COIl ince you that I ean to re-plac ,-your for une a ar a~ 1 ;m. When I 
thought you did 1\i) want it, 1 ad made another difpofitio ). You have 
ev r een the· dearej\ er(c n to me ill the o rId. ou .lave {hown that 
you deferve to be . .-:Y fu ffer forI your {potlefs integrity.-Can I 
he .ate a moment t w t at ther is at lea!! one man who knows how 
to ue you? The 11 \ iII, which I am going to make, will be a d'ti-

own fynfe, , virtue. 

One cir mfiance ~ as heightened my refentment. If it w~s "at an acc' 
ent, it d ~ r e to heighten it. The cry day on which your ifmiffion 
an' d, I received all order from the treafury for thO payment of 

' vhat mon y wa du to me thei'. Is it poffible that they could metin to 
nake any difiindtion between us? Ha e I· (eparated my{elF from .you? 

, . Is 

) 
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TO THE o. ·HE 
I there th t (pot n earth \ her 
Have I e en left my name at a millill r d r 
If th y have · dared to hint thi, the p n tha 
bitterl . undec i them. 

• 

I am impatient to fc e the letters 'ou ha t anf~ ' r you 
11, fc ut. 0) u c me to t wn? If y m }' 
t -murro . fe"n:nioht, that i , the 29th. I gi no ad ic on at y thing, be-
aufe u are 001 r than I am-o t fo cool, 1 h as· to infc uti 1 t 

thi ' outrage, thi villainy, thi injuftic! Y U 0\ e it t y ur ~ountry t 
labour the e termination 0 fuch minifter ! 

I am fo bad a hypocrite, 
thi . Y t 1 fl: night I rec ived the: a('coun 
'\ ith more temp r D you belie e me ca 
night ,lifor 'r d fa much, that 1 rd 0 udiih, wh wa with I 
t\ ' 0 hours thi morning, does not, I beli v , take me or a hero. As there 
are fc me wh I kn w Id joy m rtificati n, and wh r hJy 
de la-ned l lhould fi el my thare of it, I iili to mt nu myfc If-but that 
ftrug ' /hall be add th ir biU'/ I [; w nobody Ifi b or I cam 
away but eg e, ,h 'fent for me and wrote the incl fc d fi r ou. e 
would ha e !aid more both to you and lady - ut I ,oul no let 
hun, a he i fo ill: howe er he hillk himfc If that h {h llli e. I hope 

e will ! I wo lId ot loft a ihadow that can haunt thefe lillifi rs . 

pleafant 
Adieu! 

• 
I know ihl'! feels ju as I do-and it i not 

more, th ugh I could ·write v 1 meso 

\ 
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LET T E R LX, 

Atlington-ftreet, April 24, 17.6;,.. 

I EJOlCE that) 1.1 feel your 10fs I fo little: that you aCt with dignity ' 
and propriety does not urprife me. To have you behave in charaCter and 
\Vith charaCte;', is m_ fidl: f all withe" ; for theu it will not be in the 
power of man to make you unhappy. A;ik yourfe1f-Is .there a man in 

. England with om you would change cha raCter c-I there a fRan in 
England who. would not c.hange w'th you? Then think how little they · 
ha e take'l a,vay ! . ( 

• 
Foe me, I thall certainly conduCl: myfelf as you prefcribe. Your friend 

fuall fay and do nothi~g unworthy of your friend. You govern me' in 
every thing but one: mean the difpofition 1 have told you I than m ke "'. 
Nothing can alter tha but t change ill your fortune.. In allother 
point you partly mifunder m, That I iliall explain hereaft-er. 

I iliall certainly meet you here on Sunday, and very cheerftllly. We 
may laugh at a world in which not 'ng of us will remain long but our cha .. 
ratters. Adieu! the dear' family! 

Yours eternally, 

HOR. WALPOLE-• 

• 
LET T E It LXr. . . 

• 
Arlington-ftrect, June $,, 176-4 

will wonder ' '-It I have- bee fo long without givin 
figns 0 life; .yet, thoug ot writing to you, I have been. emp! about 

ever 15Q t 21ft of April; a day your enemi 1hall have 
remember. I ad writ nine or ten theets of an anfw r to the­
Publi,, ' en I received the inclofed mandate I. You will fee 

~ ..... ~~7 or his cmployment6. 
& [ leaving a conlidetable part of his fortune to Mr. Conway. 

:a The paper here alluded to ooes not aPRear • 
• 

1 
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TO THE Ho . HE RY 

. my majlerJ order me, as a fubaltem of tho e cbequ r, 0 drop you nd de­
fend them-but yuill [e ~oo, that, inftead of be ing, I It . e i1Jelfo 
'Warning. I would not COmmUlllcate any part of thi· tr nfi i n 0 'ou, 
tin it was out 0 my hand, bec ufe I knew your uH ilion for In W uld 
not appro e my going fo far-But it ~as neceifary. h 11 ur r qui red 
t at 1 1hould declare my dh renc to you in the moft auth nti J anner. 
I found that fome perfc n had dar d to doubt, h ther I w uld riik ry 
thiIJg for you., ou fee by th fe letters that Mr. Gr n ill himfc 1 
had prefum d fo. E en a change in the adminifrr ti n, how ver' Ul­

likely, might happen befor I h d ny opportunity f d d ring my fel f ; 
and then thore who ilio d choofe to put th. w rft confiru i), ither 
011 my a4ions or my flIer cc, might fay what they pleafed. 
i for fc me pportunity: they ha e put i int my hand, al'd I 
car not to le it flip. Indeed they have put more into my hands, whic 
I ha e not let flip neither. ould I pc they yould gi rIC [; < Curd 

n account of Mr. ~rel1 ill 's conduct, giv it me in writ;t? ey 
can only add t this 19ation that of pru ' cation t priut my Ie t t, 

hich,. however {hong in faCts, I ha e tak 11 ar to m k . ver decent ill 

terms, becaufe it import' u to have the candid (that i, I {"'ar he In ree­
nary) on 0 r ftde.- 0, that we !'nul[ n t expeCt, but at lcafl:. di!: r:m , 

L rd Tavifioek h flung his hal kerehi f t lady Eliz b th K ppc!. 
T all go to W bur on Thurfday, at d the ceremony i t P r­
formed as [0011 as her br th r, the biihop, n arrj fr m' ter. I am 
heartily glad .~J ehefi of Bedford e not fet her he rt on arrying 
me to any dy; I am fure" fh wou bri g it about.· Sh has fome fmall 
intention 0 ~ upling my niece and " but I h ve forbiddcl the banns. 

The birth-day, I hear, was lamentably om ty: , W had' a funereal- 10 
fi night in t e great chamber at lady Bel Jch's: the uke, p. ncefi 
mily, and the: duchefs of ford were there The prine fi n ~ rtam" 

her grace i h t joy the duke of Bedford will ave ill gr nd 
father; in w c r<:fl ction, I belie c, the grand~otherho not for-
gotten. Adieu! 



; 

Ito 

T E R LXII. 
eptember t, 1764' 

1 ~ D you !h ply to The counter-addr ' {; '; It IS the 10\ eft of a1l 
Jrub-l1r t, aDd 1 hear is treat d fOe They have hothillg better to fa , 

than that I a in love with you, have been fo thefe twenty yea 5, and am 
I giant . I am a cry confiant old {1 ain: they might have rna e th 'ear 
abQ ' (! thi~ty ; it i fo 101 g 1 have had thc fame unalte'rable, friendiliip 
for y \.1, ind cndcnt f being near relations and bred 'up together. 

or argument, f( far from any ne ne, the man ive tlp or denies 
moft of t~ ~ rmer. 1 own r am r joiced not oCnly t fee how 1i .:tl th y 
ca~l d fi themfelves, ut to kn w the extent of th if malice and r ven e! 

he ' lUuft be forely hurt, w.. n reduced to fuch fcurrilit. Yet there is one 
aragl'aph, h wever, hich I think is of 's 0 n inditing. It 

ia s, I jlattl'red, folicited, and then baftly dcferted him. I no more exp tl:ed 
to hear myfelf accufed 0 at , than of being ill love with you; but I 
111alluot laugh at the former as I do at the latter. Nothing but hi 0 n 
<:onfummat anity cOtlld fupp fe I had e r flooped to flatter him! or 
that an man wa connect d ith hi(l1, but who was 1 w en u,::>h to be 
paid for it. Where has he one fuch attachment? 

You have our fuare too-The mifcarriage at Rochfort now direcll 
] id at your door: repeat d infinuation agaillft your courage :-but I truft 

• \,1 , ill mind them no more than I do, excep.ting the flattery, which 1 
ihall not forget, promifi th m . 

• .. 
I came to toyvn yefterday on iome ufinefs, and found a 

opel d it, what was there but my lady A 's moft 
iCl:ures ~ ! Don't imagine I 11 think it intended for m 01 that, if it 

coul be fo, I would hear of fuch a thing. It is far abo e . hat can 
par ed lith, or ccepted. · .1 am fc riol1s-th e i no let' g tUch a p. ure 

h n n ' h acco~liilied it, go from where 0 e c :fc i rvery d y. 

6 c 

) 

lume of this edition. E. 

~ A landfcape executed in worneds by la 
J\ilefbury. It is now at Str btrry-hill. 

I fuould 

, 



. . 
TO THE Ho II 

Ifh t the muft 1 t me 

• 
I think of comino t you on Tlmrfday n t for n day or t"V ' 

noufe is full, or 'ou hear fro c to the contr rYe 

Yours ev r, 

duke f 

• 

I William duke of Cumber! nd, fon of eorge the fecond. 
• • 

• 
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112 'FROM THE Ho . ORACE WALPOLE • 
not know whether e will not like as well, lhare ill overturning its liberty­
: .they will admit im; whic I queili n now ~f they will be fools nough 
to do. 

You fee I writ~ in defpair I am for the v hole, but perfectI tranquiL 
We have act d with honour, and have nothing to reproach ourfelves with. 
We cannot mbat fate. We ihall be left almoft alone; but I think you 
will no more go with the torrent than I will. Could I ha:ve forefee this 
tide of ill fortun I would have done juLl: as I have done; anq my' condua: 
!hall fhow I am fatisfied I have done right. For the reft, come what come 
may~ I am perfealy ~repared! and while there;s a free fpot of earth upon 
th glob, that {hall be my country. I am forry it will 110t be this, but to-
morro all be able to laug as ufual~ What 1ignifies what happ n 
, hen one IS fe en-and-forty, as 1 am to-d. ? 

" Th~y tell me 'ti ~y birth-day"-but I will not go 011 'Yith Antony. 
ana fay 

--------- " find I'll keep it 
With double pomp ,fadnefs."-

0; when they can [mile, who ruin a great country, {ure thofe who 
, ouid have faved it may indulge themfelves in that cheerfulllefs which 
confcious integrity beftows. I think I {hall come- to you next week j and 
fince we have nq longer auy plan of operation ~q fettle, we will look over 
the map of Europe, al)d fix upon .a pleafant corner for 0:::'- ~xile-for take 
notice, I do not defign 10 fall l1PQn lm dagger, in hopes th forne Mr. 
Addifon a thoufand years hence may wr:te a dull tragedy abo e. I will 

rite mown fiory a Ii e more che rfully than. he \ d; · ut I fear now 
I mufi: not print Jt at my own refs. ' Adieu! ou was a philofopher before 
IOU lkd any occafion to be fo: pray continue fo; you have am,91c occafion ! 

LETTER 

/ 
( 
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TO THE HO N. HEN~Y SEYMOUR CONWA. 113 

LET T E R LXIV. 

Strawb'erry-hill, October 13, t 76" . 

LORD John Cavendilh has been fo kind as to f< nd me ;~ord of th duke 
of Devonlhire's 1 legacy to OU. You cannot doubt of the .gr~at j y thi 
gives me; and yet it ferves to aggra ate the loiS f fo worthy a m.m! And 
when I feel it thus, I am fCllfible how much m re it will add to your COIl­

cern, infiead 'Of diminilhing it. Yet do not wholly refleCt 011 your mil: 
fortune. You might defpife the a quifition of fi 'e thouf~l.lld pounds .limply; 
but when that fum is a pu ic teCl:imonial t yuur virtue, and bequeathep 
by a man fo virtuous, it is a million! l\1eafure it with the riches f thofe 
who have bafely inj ured you, llnd it is fiill more! Why, it is gl ry, it is COll­

fciou innocence, it is fatisfaclion-it is affluenc without guilt.-Oh 1 the 
comfortahle found! It is a good name in. the hifiory of thefe corrupt 
days. There. it will exifi, when the wealth of your a1 d their country's 
enemies will be wafted, or will be an indelible blemilh ull their dcfcendant5 • 

• 
l\1y heart is full, and yet I will fay no more. l\1y beft loves to all yom 

opulent family. Who fays virtue i not rewarded in this world? It is re­
warded by virtue, and it is per[ecuted by the bad: Can greater honour be 
pa id to it? 

Yours vc r, 

HOR. ·WALPOLE. 

I, E T T E R LXV. 

I AM glad YOll mentioned it: T would not have had you apptar ,without 
your clofe mourn;ng for the duke of D ev91l lhire -upqn any accoullt. I was 
once O'oinO' tv tell Oll of it, knowil1'; your ina.ccuntcy iu fuch n"latt rs; bu 

/:) /:) . . 
thought it fiil1 imp011ibl e you lholild be ign rant how necd ary it is. Lord 

• William, fourth duke of De\'oll!hire. During his adminifiratiol1 in Ireland Mr. Conway had 
:been feorerary of {[ate there. 

• V () Srraiti) rd • O)J . • "-. 

• 
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Strafford, who has a legacy of only 2001. wrote to confult lady Suffolk .. She 
• told him, for fl1ch a fum, which 0111y implies. ring, it was fometimes not 

done; but yet advifed him to mourn. In your cafe it is illdifpenfible; nor' 
. can you fee any of hi's fitmily without it.. Befides, it is much better on fueh. 
alt oceaGol1, to over, than. under do. I an.fwer thi paragraph firA., becaufe. 
1 :lln fo carnefi not to. have y.ou blamed • .. 

Belides w.ithing to fee you all, I have want-ed exceedingly to cQme to you. 
\laving much to(ay to you; but I am confined. here, that is,. Mr·. Chute I is : 
.&.1 was feized. with the go t lafr Wednefday fe'nnigpt, the day he cam 
hjther ru eet Ge.orge Montagu, and this is th; fuft day he has beel out of 
nis bed-chamber. I muft therefore put off our meeting till SatUl'day, when 
you {hall certainly find me in town. 

'\ e have a-report here, but the authority bitter bad, that lord March is 
going, to be married to • I don't believe it the lefs for our knowing 
nothing. of it; for unlefs tbeir daughter were breeding, and 'it were to [ave 
her chara~er, neither - nor - would difc10fe a tittle about it. Yet iil 
charity they thoul adverti[e it, that parents and relations, if it is [0, may 
10 k P all knives, ropes, laudanum, and rivers, le.ft it thould occafion a vio­
lent mortality among his fair admirer.s .. 

I am charmtd with an anfwer I have juft read' ill the papers of a poor 
man in Bedlam, who was ill nfed by-an apprentice becaufe he would not 
tell him why pe was confined there, The unhappy creature [aid at laft 
" Becc~l1(e God ha~ deprived me of a b1effillg whidr you never enjoyed," 
There never. was allY thing finer .or-more moving! Your [enfibility will not' 
be quite [0 much affected by a fiory I heard t'other day of Pi Fletcher Nor­
ton. He ha~ a mother-;yes, a mother.: perhaps you thougp,t, that,.,like tha 
tender· urchin Love" • 

- dUNS ill cotibus ilium 
.Ifmarus, aut· Rhodope-,. aut e-xtremi Garamantes,.. 
Nee nofi1'i generjs puerum nee· fanguinis edunt. 

\Vell, Mr Rhodope Ii in a mighty thabby hovel t Preftbn, which the · 
dutiful' and afFetl.ionate fir Fletcher began to think not fuitabl~ to the dig-

1 
• John Chute, eCq, of the Vine in Hampfhite. 

,. 
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nity of one who has the hOl'lour of being his par nt. He cheapened a . 
better, in which were two pi&ur s which the proprietor valued at th1' efeore • 
pounds. The attOriley infifred on having them for nothing, a fixt r s-the 
landlord refufed, the bargain was broken off, at d the dowager mad~lln 
~orton remains in her 'Original hut. 1 could t 11 you another .fiory which 
you would not dHlike; but as it might hurt the perfol'l con rned, if it 'v' s 
known, I !hall LlOt fend ·it by the poil:; but will tell i~ Y0U wIfen I {( e you. 
Adieu! .r 

Yours moil: cordially, . . 
HOR. \ ALPOLE • 

• 

LET T E.. LXVI. 

W-edneCday nOOD, Jo1y 3, 1765. 

'THE footiag part of my dance witb my fhocking partner the gout is 
almofr over. J had little pain there this lafr .night, and got, at twice, about 
three hours {Jeep; but whenever I waked found my head very bad, which 
Mr. Graham thinks gouty too. The fever is frill very high· but the fame 
fage is of opinion, with my lady Londonderry, that if It was a fever from 
death, I ihould die; but as it ·is only a fever from he gout; I than live. I 
thiuk fo too, and hepe that, (ike the duke and duehefs of Marlborough, they 
are fo infeparable, that whe'n one goes, t'other will. • 

• 
• 

Tell lady A- , I fear it will be long before I thall be able to compafs 
all your terrace agam. 

• • 
The weather is very hot, and I have the comfurt of a window pen aU 

day. I have got a buihel of rofes too, and a new fcarlet nightingale, WlllCh 

Goes "'1 flag Nancy Dawfon from morning to night. erhaps you think ali 
thefe poor pleafures; but you are ignorant what a pr~voeative the gout is, 
and w~t charms it can beil:Qw on a moment's amufement! qh! it beats 
aU the refinements of a Roman fenfualifr. It has . made even my wateh a 
-darling plafthing; I ~hike it as often as a child does. Then the diforder 
of my flcep diverts me when I am awake. I dreamt that I went to fee 

~ • madame 
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n'ladame d B ntheirn at Paris, and that {he had the pretti ft palace i 
" the world, bi t like a pa iIi ,of yellow la ed ith blu . that I ~ade: 

love t PIer daughter, wham I call d mademoifelle bi lie et juune, and 
thought it er c ever. 

My next reverie was ver.y ferious,. and laft d half 11 hour after I was' 
awake; whith you will perhaps think a little lio'ht-headed, and fo do 1. .D 
thought Mr. Pitt had had a con~ rence with mad me d~ ~~ .hcim, and. 
gra1 ted aU her (3 manns. I rung for LOl:lis at fix in the :mQrning, and 
wanted to O"et up al'ld inform myfelf of wha~ had been kept [0 fecret from. 
m. Y.ou ~ufi know, that all thefe vifions of lJladam~ de Bentheim flo ed 
fi om orge Selw n telling me laft 11 ight, that {he had carried moil: of her 
points, and ' was returning . What ftuff I ell yot! !'-But, alas! I ha~e no­
thing better to do, fitting 011 my bed,. and wifhing to forget how bnghtly. 
the fun {hines, when I cannot ' be at Strawberry . 

• 
LET T E R LXVII. 

AJ];Iien " Wed'neffiay, Sept-. II, J';65:· 
BIA U COUS1N, 

I HAVE had a very profperons jo lrney till jufi at entering this city. I 
efc ape a prince of Naffau at Dover, and ficknefs at fea, though the voyag 
lafted [even hoors and a half. I ha e' recovered my fire~lgth furprifingly 
in the time; thougp almofi famifhed for want of clean victuals, and com­
fortable tea and bread and butter. Half a mile from hence I met a coach 
and four with an equipage of French, apd a lady in pea-gI;eeu and filver, a 
fmart hat and feather, .and two fui ante!). My reafon told me it was the. 
archbi{hop's concubine; but" luckily my heart wh'fper d that it was lady 
- --. J jump d out of my chaife-yes, jumped, as Mrs. Nugrnt [aid 
of herfe1f, fell on knees, and faid my firil: ave-maria, gratia plena! We 
jult {h t a·few p(,liti~s flying- heard that madame de Mirepoix had toafied 
m t'other .day in tea-{hook hands, forgot to weep, and parted; 1he to 

J Mr. Walpole having had a long and dan- eftablifhment of his health, and left London on , 
gerous fit of gout in the antecedent fummer, his way to P~rls, September the 9th, 1765. E. 

a, advifed to try change of air for the re-

• 

/ • 
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the hereditary princefs, I to this inn, here is aCtually refidcnt the du hefs 
of Douglas. We are not likely to have ly intercourfe, or I, ould de lar • 
myfelf a Hamilton :. -

I find this country wonderfully el)riched fince I faw it- fO\1r-and-twentr' 
ye,ars ago. B' ulogne is gl' n quite a plump fmug town, ith a number ' 
()f new houfes. The worft villages are tight, and wooden 1h~es hav dif. 
a peared. - . ..Pitt and the city of London may fancy what they will,.. but 
Franc~ will' not come a-begging to the Manfion-houfe this ~ear or two. In 
truth, I impute this air of opulence a little to ou.'rfelve. The crumbs that 
fall from the chaifes .of theefwarms of Englith that vifit Paris, muft have 
contributed to fatte;n this pl'ovince_ It is plain r lnu1t ha e little to do 
when I turn my band to cafculating' but here is my obfervation. Fto 
Eoulogne to Paris it wilt coft me near t 1.)1 guineas; but then confider, I 
travel alcne7- and carry Louis moft part of the way in the ch ife with me. 
Nos autres m;ilords ArJglois are not often fo frugal. Y Ul' brother., 1aft 
year, had ninety-ni.ne Engli1b to dinner on the killS'S birth-day.. How 
man y of them do you think dropped fo little as ten guineas OIl . this road r 
In ihort,. there are the feeds of a aIculatiol1 for you; al d if y~u will water 
them wj,th 4 torren"t of wOfds~ they will produce wch a diifertation, that 
you will be able to vie with veorge Grenville Jlext feffion in plaIlS of 
national reconomy-only be fure not to tax travelling ' till 1 com~ back, 
loaded with purchafes; 11or, till tben~ propagate my ideas. It will be time 
enough for me to be thrifty of tbe natipn's Uloney, whel 1 have {pent alL. 

~ . . my own .. 

• 
Clermont. ut1i. 

W HILlE th are getting my dinner, I COlltinue my journal. The 
duchefs f Douglas (fOr Englith are generally the -mOit e traordinary per .. 
folUi that we meet with even out of England) left Amiens before m , on 
her way home. You will not guefs what the carries wjth her-Oh i no-

• thing that will hurt bur manufa S; nor what GeoPge Grenville himfelf 
would feize. One of her fervallts died at Paris; .the had him embalmed, and .. 

• '~he body is tied before her chaife. :-a dr?ll wa of being chie diour~ler! 

• Tht~ memorable cauCe between tlle houfe • 
ef Dou~la6 and Hamilton. was then peruiin" . 

• 

.. Franc:isearl of Hettford, then embaffador at 
Puis. 

• Eo , ' . 
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!, or a French abfurdity, I have obferved that along the great roads they 
• lant walnut-trees, but {hip them up for firing. It is like the owl that bit 
.off the feet of mice, .that they might lie frill and fattell . 

.' 

At the fo t of"this hill i an o1d-fa{hi<>ned chateau belonging to the duke 
of Fitz-Jame , wit! a pa.re en quineum: and clipped hedges • . We faw him 
w,lking in hi waificoat and ribband, very well powdered; a figure like 

ll~rchy. I cannot fay his feat rivals Goodwood or Eufion 1halllie at 
Chantilly to-nig!lt, f; r I did not fet out till ten this m@rning~llDt becaufe I 
could not, as you will fufpea, get up fooner-but becaufe aU the horfes in . 
the coufatty .have attended the queen to Nanpy S. Befides, I have a little 
]enderplot of fc eing Char tilly and St. Denis ill my way; whic you know 

on could not do in the dark to-night, nor in winter, if I return then. 

Hotel de fe-ue madame l'Ambatradrice d' Ancletuce J, Sept. 13, 7 o'clock. 

I AM jufi arrived. My lady Hertford is not at home, and lady Anne" will 
not come out of her burrow: {o I have juft time to finifh this before 
madame leturns; and Brian ·{ets out to-night and will carry it. I find I 
!hall have a great deal to fay: formerly I obferved nothing, and now re­
mark every thing minutely. I ha e already fallen in love with twenty 
things, and in hate with forty. Adieu! 

• 
• 

• The due de Fitz-James's father, marec1:a1 
Berwick, \Va, a natural fon of James n. Mr. 
~alpole ttherefore compares his country feat 
WIth thofe of (the dukes or- Richlllond and 
. Grafton, Cimilu dtfc.endants from his brother 

harles II. E. 

. • 

Yours ever, 

• HOR. WALPOLE • 
• 

S Stanilblli king of Poland, father to the 
queen of Louis XV. lived at Naner. 

3 Lord Hertford was at tbil'l time recalled and 
~he duke of Richmond appoiatcd to Cucc.ed him 
10 the embalTy at Paria. 

.. Lady Anne Seymour Conway, afterwards 
married to the carl of Drogbeda. 

. . 
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L R T T E R LXVIII. 

l' ris) oao er 6, J 765 .. 

I Ai.\1 glad to find you grow jufr, and that you d c 1).C lve at laft, that r 
could do better than fray in England for politics. 1 encz, mon nfant, a 
the duel eiTe de Ia Ferte faid to madame Staal'; comme il n' a que m i au. 
monde qui aie to\.ljpurs raifon, I will be very reatonable; and a you 11a e 
m<lde thi ~o(ceI1ion to me, who knew I was i.n the right,] will not xpe& 
you to anfwer all my Y6afonavle letter. If you fen a bullying 1 tter t the 
king of Spain \ or to choje, my neighbour here', I will cOllfid r. them as 
written to myfelf, and fubfiFaCl: fo much f1' m your bill- a, I will acce t 
a line from lady A now and then in part of payment. I [hall on 
tinue to write as the wind fets in my pen; and do own m/ ba b1e d s n~t 
demalld much reply. 

For fo reafon<tble a perf on as I am, I have ch'lIlg d' m mind ry often.: 
about thi country. The firfi five days I was in iol nt 1pirits-then came 
'a difmal cloud of whifk and literature, and I could not bear it. ·At prefc 1 t 

I begin, very Eng<ifhly indeed, to £tab jih a right to my own way. I buo-h, 
aI1d talk Flonfenfe, and make them heal' me. Ther are t 0 or thrc h uf s 
where I go quite at my eafe, am never aiked to touch a card, n r hold di[­
rertatiolls. Nay, I don't pay homage to their authors. Ev l'y woman hn ~ 
one or two planted in ber houfe, aud G d kn ws how they water ill m. 
The old preiident Henault is the paood at madame du ~ffan 's, an ld 
blind debauchee of wit, where I fupped laft night. The prefident is very 

I uear deaf, and much n arer fU"1?etaonuat ~d. He fits by tIie table :. th miftr fi 
of the. haufe, who formerly was his, inqliires after every difh 011 the t bIe, 
is told who has eaten of which, and then bawh the bill of fare of eery 

. individual into the prefident's ears. In fhort,·evcry mouthful i pro 1· im d t 

311d fo is every blunder I make againfi grammar. Some that 1 make 11 

purpofe, fucceed; and one of them is to be reported to the queen to-d" y by. 
• Henault, wh is her great favourite. I had been at V<:r(ailJ s; ~nd baving 

been much ~~ke.ll notice of by her majefty, I faid, alluding to madame de 

• .. - I S'ee Memoires de madame de Staal (the £rft 
•. f' authorefs f that name), pubJifhed with the reft 

a£. her works.in thref CmaU volumes. E. 

• 

• 
S Mr. Conway was now (ccretary of /late for 

the foreign departm nt • 
a The king of "France, Lows XV. 

Sign' 
• 

- ... :"..J 
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eviO'ne La reine e.ft Ie Jdus tyand roi du Monde. ' You may juage if I am 
.in p~ifefrJOn by a fcene that paffed after hIpper. Sir James Mac?onald I had 
been mimicking HtUme: I toM the women, w~o, befides the ~lil:refs, were 
the duchelfe de la: Valiere., madame de Forcalql1JeF, an.d .a demOlfelle, that to 
be fure th~y wottld be glad to have a fpecimen of Mr. Pitt's manner I of 
fpeaking; and that nobody mimicked hi~ fo wcl.l,as Elliot S. They firmly 
believed it t&fed him for an hour, and at Jail: lalrt he was the rudeft mall 
111 the world not to oblige them. It appeared the ,more (hange, becaufe 
here ' every body Mng , reads their own works in public, or att~npts allY ~lle 
thing without hefitation or capacity. E lliot fpeaks miferable French; whlch 
added t6 ·the diverfion. ., 

• 
I had had m.y !hare of diftrefs in the morning, by going th rough the 

operation of being prefented to the whole royal family, down to the little 
]\1adame's pap-dinner, and had behaved 'as fillily as you will eafity believe; 
hiding my'felf behind every mortal. Th'e queen caned me IIp tp her dreffing­
table, and feemed mightily difpofed to goffip with me; but Inftead of en­
joying my.glory like madame ,de Sevigne; I flunk back into the crowd 
after a few .quefriolls. She told monfieur de Guerchy of it afterwards, and 
that I had run away from her, but [aid !he would have her revenge at Fou .. 
tainebleau-So I mult go thither, which I did not intend. The king, 
dauphin, dauphinefs, mefdame~ and the wild beafi, did not fay a word to 
l:le. Yes, the wild beaft, he of the Gevaudan. He is killed, and aB:ually in 
the queen's anti-chambre, where he was exhibited to us with as much , ' 
parade as if it - was Mr. Pitt. It is an exceeding]y large wolf, and, the 
connoiffeur fay, has.twelve tee,th mOle than any woif ever had fince the days 
of Romulus's wet-nurfe. Tne critics deny it to be the true beaft; and I 
find moft p ople .think the ,beaft's Harne is legion, for there an many. He 
was covered with a !hee,t, which tWQ chaifeurs lifted up for the foreiO'l1 

. ·ft 11.' b mlm ers and uraug.ers. I dmed at the duke of Prafiin's with five-and-
twenty tomes of the corps diplomatique; and after dinner was pr("fented~ 
by moni'ic'lT de Gltlerchy, to the dl)c de ChoifeuI. The duc de Praflin is as 
likehis owd lette:.: ·n ~'Eont~ ·book as he can fiare; that is, J believe, a very 
filly fellow~_ HIS wlfdom IS of he grave kind. His coufin, the fid1:: 

I An elder brother of fir A. Macdonald the 
prefent lord c ief baron of' the exchequer.' He 
.died at , orne the year following, leaving behind 

/ 

-~ 

• 

. 
him a diftinguHhed character ~ r every mental 
accomplifument, 

1 Sir Gilbert Elliot of Minto. 
S minifier • 



c 
iniaer, Ii e an! manner haJ. ,,'" 

nothing 0 frigh en me (or m country.. f him bu. t()r three f cOlld$: 
whieh is as much as he allows to ny one bQd· .. or thill(T. {ohfi ur d 

• 0 

Guercby hofe goodnefs to me i ine preffible, took the troulle of walk-
ing ecy here with me and carri d me particularly to efee the new offi 'e 
lor 1bite ~t>ers-I , I could fend it you. It i . large. building, dif. 
pofed like an hofpital, ,ith th moll: admirable order 8J method. L dO"­
jngs foz: every fticcr; his flame and bufinef ;vri tell cr his door.. In 
the bOdy il a· perfpeClh'e of {even or eight Jarge chamb r · : each is painted 

... with emblems, and \ 'aiofcoted lith pr ffi s ith wired doors and crim-
-: .:: fon curtains. Over f,:a~ efs, in golden letters the country to which tpe 

pieces relate, a Anglet rre, n magne, ·c. Each room has a large 
funnelofhrouze vith or moulu, like a olurnn, to air the pnper. and prefer~e 
them. In thort, it is ,,"s magnitibent as ufeful. 

From theI\Cc I went to fee the refervoir of picture at monu ur de 
Marignfs. They are what are not difpofc d of ill he palace., though 
{ometimes changed with others. This rifuJi, which fiils many om from 
top to bottom, is compofed of the moll glorious or of R· phael, L. da 
Vinci, Giorgione, Titian, Guido, Correggio, &c. any iClur s. which 
I knew by their prints, without an idea where th yexifieCl, found there • 

. The due de Niverno" is extremely obliging to me. I have fupped at 
madame de Bentheim's, wQo has a very hlle houfe, and .woful hu1'band. 
She i much livelJer han anI Frenchwoman. The 1.~velleft man I ~ave 
feen is the due de Duras: he is {hort r and plumper than lord HalIfax, 
but very like him in the face. ·1 am to fup with the Duffons 011 Sunday. 
III {hort, all that have been in England are exceedingly difpofed to repay 
any civilities they received there. Monfieur de araman wrote from the 
count to exeufe his not comin~ to fee me, as hi' wife is on th~ po~nt ~f 
being ought-to-bed, but begged I would come to them-SI,) l woubl, if 

• I was -midwife: but though they are eafy on fuch head~,. I am not 
ufc cannot make a party of pleafure uf a labour. 

·~ilkeI 
• 

rived here two, days ago, and announced that he was going 

• He bad been embairador in Eni1and. 

VOL R • 

• 
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Inifier to C~n.fiantinople. To-day I hear he has lowered his crede tials, 
and talk of going t Englaud, if he can make his peace J . I thought, by 
the manner in which this was mentioned to me, that the perfon meant to 
found me : but l made no anfwer; for, having given up p litics in Eug-. 
land, I certainly did not come to tranfact them here. He has not been. 
to make me 'the firfi jut, which, as the Iafi ani ed depends on him: fo, 
never having fpoken to him in my life, I have no call to fee~ him. I avoid 
all politics fo meld, that I had not heard one word here ~llo'\t pain. I 
fuppofe m filenee paffes for ery artful m fiery, and puzzles-the minifiers, 
who kc p fpies on the mofi ini'ignificant forei~ller. It woul have been 
llicky if I had been as watchful. At Chantilli 1 lof'l: my port anteau with 
half my linen; and the night before Iafi I was robbed of a new frock,. 
waii1coat and breeche , laced with gold, a white and filver waificoat, black 
velvet br eches, a knife and a h06k. Thefe are expenees I did not expeCt 
and by no means entering into my f. !tern of extravagance .. 

. I am v ry forry for the death oflord Ophaly, and for his family. I knew 
the poor 'oung man himfelf but little,. but he feemed extremely good­
natured. What the duke of Richmond will do for a hotel, I cannot con'" 
celve.. Adieu.!. 

'Y ours ever, 

HOR. WALPOLE.. 

- -===:t 

• 
• 

LET T E R LXIX .. 

• Paris, OCl:ooer ~8, 178 

. M~. Hume.~ fend's me wo·rd from Fontainebleau, that your brother, fome 
tllnp. 111 the fpnng f l764, tranfmitted to the Ena-liih minillrv a Jtretty 
exaB and :'fJrv. ~uthcntic account of the French Jinances

b
; the.f< are i1is rds : 

tl1ld fnat t WIt! be eaJi£v found among his lordjltip's dijJlatches of that jtcriod • 
. To the ot~ r qu ~fiion I have rec ived no anfwer; I fuppofe he has not yet 

eel} able to info -m himfc 1f. 

2 After his outlawry. of embalTy to the earl of Hertford during hial 
. Til c 1 brated Da .id Hurne was fecretilry r fidence at Paris. 

( 

, Xhi 

t. 
I 
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TO THE HO RY SEYMOUR CONWA . 
... 

This g~es b a I nglllh coachman of . unt Lauragai ,fent ver t buy 
more hodc : therefor I iha11 rite a little minifr rial! " and, p r lap" 1\) •• 
priii you, if ou are 11 t alreadyap rifed f thing in th light I ii th m. 

The dm,lphin will probabl hold ut cry fi w da r • ~s death, that is, 
the ncar pro{peet of it, fills tlte jlhilojojlhfrs \,,,,ith the great {l: . oy, as it wa 
feared he would endeavour the r ft rati n (the j ftlit . You will hink 
he fc ntimel:ts ' f tlte Jtltt'tofojtlters v ry . cJd jlate-llcws-ut d y u ~now 
,h lite jddlOfojtlters are, r what the t I'm means her? 11 the iirfr pI c , 
it compr hend", almofi e\'ery body; and ill the next, mean men, who 
avowing' ar againH: p p "}r, aim, many of them, at a fubverfi' 11 of all 
religion, and frill many more, at the d frrl.1C1:ioll of regal . ,er '. How Ct 
you know this? you will fa ; you, who ha c een but fix we l's in Franc, 
three of which you have been confin d to your chambe:-. True: but ju 
the £id1: period I went every where, and heard nothing 1 c ; in the latter, 
I have been ~ trcmely rifited, and have had 10 g and ex lici t n erfations 
with many, who thin a I tell you, and with a few f the ther fide, wh 
are no Iefs perfuaded that there are fuch intentio lS. In partie lar, had 
two officers here fother night, neither of them y ung, wh m I had diffi~ 
culty to keep from a ferious quarrel, and who, In th heat of he difp'- t , 

~nformed me of much more than I could have learnt with great pains. 

As proof that my ideas are not quite ~ ... ifions, I ii nd you a moil: CtlrlO\lS 

paper"; fuch as I belie e 1l<J magiJirate would ba e rOLlOUllC d in the 
time of Charles 1. 1 ihoufd not like to have it kllOWLl o· come from me, 
uor any part of the intdligen c I fend ~ o\.l; with regai'd to which, if you 
th~rik it neceffary t~ communicate it to particular perfons, I elit" my 
name rna)' be fuppreffed. I tell it you for your ~ttisfaaion and information, 
but would not ha e any body elfe think that dn ny thin/)" here but am\1[e 
myfelf: my amufements indeed are trifte enough, and cOllfiit v;'holly in try­
ing to get well ; but my recovery moves very {lowly. I have 110t y .... t ha 
any thing but cloth (hoes on, live fometimes a hole day on , .. :arm water, 
and am never tolerably well till twelve or one o'clock. 

I The reader, in the year 1798, will be nruck in the year t 765, which t dr fubfeqlolcnt con­
with I"his fuc:cinCl: account of In phj/qfophll Fran- duCt has proved Co accur.\ e1r true. ,E. 

fois, their doCtrines and their intentions, given ~ This pap~r does not appear. 
R2 . I have • 
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LETTEJ; 5 fRO . 1I THE IORACE WALPOLE 
'" . ON. 

I 1 a e had another lett r from flr Horace Mann, who a much at heart 
• his ribband and illcreafe of haraCter. -Confequent1y you know, as I love 

him fo m~lch I muft have them at heart tpo. Count Lorenzi is recalled, , . . 
bccauie hr rc they think it neceJfary to fend a Frenchman oC hIgher rank 
to the n \IV rau'd Du al court. I willi fir orace could be raifc d on this 
occafioll . F or his ribband, his promife is fa old and fo pofiti ve, ·thttt it i 
quite a hardfui p . 

. 
Pray put the colonies in good humour; I fc e they are vi fently difpofed 

to the new adminiftration. 

I have not time to fay more, nor more to f::ty if I had time; fo good 
night. L et me know if you receive this, and . how foon: it goes the day 
after to-morrow. arious reports fay, the duke of Richmond comes this 
week. I fent you a letter by monfieur de Guerchy. 

Duffon, I hear, goes embaffador to Poland. Tell lady A that I 
have five or fix little parcels, though not above one for her, of laces and 
ribbands, which lady C.-left with me; but how to convey them the 
lord knows. 

Yours ever, 

HOR. WALPOLE • .. 
• • 

• LET T E R LXX. 

Paris, November 2" 1765. 

AS I anfwtr d your (hort letter with a very 10nO' one I {hall be thorter 
• r. 0 , 
1Il anlwer to your long, 'hich I received late lail: niO'ht from Fontainebleau: 
it i not ... 'ery neceifar ; but as lord William Gordon fets out for EllO'land 
on Mond~y, I take that opportunity. 0 

~he . duke of R tells me hat Choifeu} has promifed evet) ~bl11g. 
, I wIlli l~ may be pe:formed, ~nd fjJeedi/y, as it will give you aJ~ opportunity 

of. o~en!ng the parhament ~lth great eclat. My opinion you know is, that 
thIS IS tne moment for pufhmg them and obtaining. 

-' Than 

, 

( 



MOURCO W • 

'Thank you for ali you fay about m gout. We ha e had n waek f very 
bard frofi, that has done me great good, and rebraced me. The f\ elEna' • 
my 1 gs is quite gone. What has done me more good, is ha i b ntj~e1y 
left off tea, to which I belie e the, eaknefs of my fl: mach \Va m ing, 
having had no ficknefi {ince. In (hort, think I am cur f cry thing 
put my fear. You talk coolly of g iug as far as Naples, and r p fe my 
going with you. I would not go fo f:1.r, if Naples as the re road to 
the new J erufale.m. I have no thought or willi, but to get home, nt be 
.quiet for the teft of my days, which I thall mofi certainl d the hrft ~o­
ment the feafon will let me; and if I once get to LOI don again, illall \e 
fcarce tempted ever to lie ill. an inn more. I have refufed to 0'0 t ' Aubigne, 
though I thould lie but one night on the road. 'You may gll {! what I hav'e 
fuffered, when I am grown fo timorous about my health.-Howe er, I am 
again reverted to my fyftem of water, and trying to rc::cover roy hardiu fs­
but nothing has at all foftened me to vards phyficians. 

You fee I have given you a ferious anfwer, though I <tm rather difpored 
~o fmile at your propofal. Go to Italy! for what {--Oh! t quit-do 

. you know,.I think that as idle a ,thought as the other. Pray fiay w re 
you are, and do fome good to your country, or retire when you annot-­
but don't put 'our finger in your eye and cry after the holiday alld fugar .• 
plums of Park-place. You have engaged and muft go through, or be 
hindered. Could you tell the world the re fon ? Would not at men fay 
you had found yourfelf incapable of what) u had undertaken? have DO 

patience with your th)nkino fo idly. 1 would be :; r fletli 11 011 your Ull" 

derftanding and charaCter, ami ~ want t rcii lution UJl\l orthy of you. 

My advice is, tn aik for the firfi great government that fall, if yo will 
not take your reg'ment agaiu; to ontinue ingevigoT()ufiy and honefHy 
vhere: you are. Things are never {table enough in our country to gjve 

you a profpeC1: of a long fiavery. Your defect is irreii lution. Whcll you 
have taken your poit, act up to it; and if you are driven froT it, y ur 
retirement .,ill then b as honourable (and m~re fatisfactoJ"y) t han yo r 
ad .. ration. I fpeak frankly, a my fricndlhip for you d' as. My 
way of actina' (though a private inftance) is agreeable to my dotlrine. I 
determined, wh ne 'er our oppofi ion fhould be over, to have done with 
politic(); and you fee I have adhered to n y refolution by co illg hjther; 

e and 
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and therefore you may be convin.ced that I fpeak m thoughts. I don't 
• ik your par on, becaufe I fhould be forced to aik my . own if I did not 

tell you what 1 think the beft fol' you . You have hfe and Park-place 
nough to corne, aud ) ' OU have l:ot 1 ad lV months of gout. Make YQUl:­

,felf independ nt honourably, ,\vluch . 011 l~~Y.d~ by a government; but 1f 
you will take m advice, don t accept a muu1tenal pla e when you ceafe 
to be a min cr. The former is 'a reward due to your profeffion and fer­

.virts, the latter is a degradation. You know the haught~nefs of my fpirit ; 
jiive you 110 atlvice but what] would follow. • • 

• < ~ '. 

I fent lady A the Orphclittc !cgue ; a poor performance; bu ' 
,1:he fubje made me thiilk {he would like to fee it. I am bv r head and 
ears at count Caylus's auCtion, and ha e pougbt half of it for a fong-but 
I am {till in greater felicity and luck, having difcovered, b mere accident, ' 
a portrait of count Grammont, after. ha ing been in fearch of one thefe 
fifteen ears, and affured there was no f,:ch thing. A-pro1?os, I promifed 
'you my own: but befides that there is nobody here that excels in paint­
ing ikeletolls; fc rioufiy, their painter are bitter bad, and as much inferior 
to R ynolds and Ramfay, as Htldfon to Valld ck. I had rather fray till 

·my return; Adieu.! 
Yours ever, 

HOR. WALPOLE. 

LETTER LXXI. 

Paris, December S, 1765 .. 
• 

I HAVE not above a note's worth to fay; but as lord Offory fets out to-
morrow, I juft fend you a line. 

The. aUpb1.'ll' if he is fti.Il alive, which fome folks doubt, is kept fo only 
by cordl~. ; though the bl~O~ of Glande~e ha enured the que h~t he . ' 
had, .God sown .word for hls recovery, whIch fhe ,fiill believes, whether ne 
fon IS dead or not. 
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The' remonfrrance of the parliament of Paris, OIl th diffQlution of tha 
f Bretagne, is vel' decent; they are t ha e an udi nce ne . t week. • 

They do not touch on Chalotai , becaufe the a\;cufati n aoaiu I im is for 
treafon . WI at do you think that treafOll i? A correfpolldenc with 

• 
Mr. Pitt, to whom he i made to fay, that Rnlflcs is mare,. to LOftd01l than 
Paris. It i 'now belie ed that the an nym us 1 tt rs, fuppofed be written 
by Chalotais, were forged 1 y a j ,fuit-thofe to 1r. itt c lId not ha\'e 
fo good an autpor. 

The duke of Richmond is frill at Aubign6;' r wonder' he 11" for 
the hardeft froft alive. Mr.- Burne d es' not 0'0 to Irelan , , h re y ur 
brother finds he would by no meal s lie wel om .-1 have a notiol 1 e wilt 
ft~y here till y'0ur brother's return. 

The due de Prafiin, it is faid, ill retire at I Chriftmas. As 'a Borde, 
the great banker of the court, is tr, iug to retire t 0, my couiin, who 
is much connetled with La B rde, fufpetls that Choif< ul is not. ery iii-m .. 
himfelf.r 

I have {upped' with monfieur de Maurepa, and' another night wit 
madhal Richelieu ~ the lirit is extr mely agreea9le and fi,!fible i and, 1 am 
glad; not Minijlcr. The other is an old piece f tawdry, vom out, but 
endeavouring to brufil itfclf tlp; and put me in mind f lord eft rfield, 
for they laugh be~ re they lOW ,vhat h has raid-and ar in th right, ' 
for I think they woul nbt htugh afterw:rd .-

r fend Ia y A- the words and mufic of tIle prctticir'opera comique ill 
the world-I willi 1 could fend her the actors . 00. di u!. 

Yours ever" 

_ HOR. W LPOLE. 

9th• 

Lord Olfery put off his journey; which £lopped thi letter, and it 'will 
now bO by Mr. Andr. Stuart. 

l'he 

• 
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~" The face of thing is changed here, which .am 'impat.ient to teU ~OUf 

, lat you may fee it is truth, not {yfrel:n~ which I piqu~ myfelf on fending 
you. Tne vigour of the coutt has fng.htened the parh~ments. That of 

\ 

au has fubmittcd. The procureurs, &C. of Rennes, who, it was faid, 
would not pleaa before the new..commiffion, were told, that if they did 
not plead ,the next day they ihould he hang d without a uial-N 0 brib 
evef operate fafrer! 

A heard t'other day, that forne Spaniih minifier, I forget J:iis name, ' ei,ng 
lead, Squillace would take his department, and Grimaldi have that 0 the .. ,', 
!V eft 1ri.di~.- e i the worft that could hav it, as we have no greate . 
enemy. 

The dauphin i certainly alive, but in the moil: ihocking way poffible ; 
his bones worn through his £kin, a great [welling behind, and fo relaxe~ 
that his intefrines appear from that part; and yefrerday th.e mortification 
was (ufpeCled. 

I have received a long letter from lady A-, for which I give her a 
thoufand thanks; and would anfwer it directly, if I had not told you everT 
earthly thing I know. 

The duke and ducbefs' are, I hear, at Fontainebleau: the moment they (, 
return, I wjll ive the duchefs lady A-'s cOPlmiffioll • 

• 
• 

• LET T E R LXXII. 

Paris, Januatj' 12, 1766. 

I HA E received your letter by general Vernon, and another, to which 
I have writ all anfwer1 but was difappointed of a con.veyance I expetted. 
You fuaUlhave it with additions, by the firft meffenger that goes; . T can­
not fend it by the poft, as I have (poke1\ very freely of fome perfons 'you 

1 Of Richmond. 

/ ~~ 

. '. 

,. 
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name, in vhich we agree thoroughly. 
I am not idle in writing to you. 

Thefe few lines are only to tell yo 

• 

I alm9ft repent having come hither; D r I like the way. of life and mnny 
of the people fo well, that I d ubt I !halLfeel more regret at leaving ari 
than I e ·peered. ] t would {( und vain to tell you the h 110ur and difiinc­
tions I receive, and how much I am in fa!hion; yet when they come {rom 
the handfomeft \ifomen in France, and the moft refpectable in point of cha­
racter, cun on~ help being a little proud? If I was tWellt years younger, J 

/- ihould willi they were not quite fo refpeC1:able. 1\1"adame de Rri nll~, whom 
.!( ··1 have never feen, and who ~as to have met m~ at fupper laft nig t at the 

charming madame d'Egmont's, f nt me an invitation by the latter for 
Wedne1day next. 1 was engaged, ~nd hefitated. I was told, "Comment! 
f~avez-vous que c'eft qu'elle ne feroit pas pour toute Ia France? " However, 
left you 1hou1d dread my returning a per~ ct old {wain, I ftudy my wrinkles, 
compare my{elf and my limbs to every plate of larks I fee, and treat my un­
derfianding with at Ie- ft as little merc . . Y ct, do you know, my prefen t fame 
is OWlI1g to a very trilling compofition, but whi h has made 'incredible 
noife. I was one evening at madame Geoffrin's joking on oulfeauts affecta­
tions and c~ntradictions, and faid fome things that diverted them. When I 
came home I put them into a letter, and {howed it next day to H elvetius 
and the duc de Nivcruois; who were {o pleafed with it, that, after telling 
me fome faults in the language, hich you rna:, be fure there w ere, hey 
tllcouraged me to let it be teen. As you know I willingly Iau h at mounte, 
banks poNtical or literp-ry, I~t their talents be ever fo great, I was not 
averfe. The copies have fprea-d like wil -fire; et me vOtci a Ia mode! I 
expect the end of my reign at the end of the week with great compofure. 
Here is the letter: 

• 

• 
Le Roi de PaussE a Monfieur ROUSSEAU. 

l\lon cher Jean Jacques, 

ous avez renonce a Geneve votre patrie; "ous vous ~tes .fait char. 
{$.r a Suiffe, pays tant vaute dans vos ecrits; Ia Frallc~ vous a de­
(-rete . . Venez donc' chez moi: j'admirc vos talent ;, je m'amufe de vos 
reverie.:, qui (foit dit en paffant) vous occupent trop, et trop long terns. II 
faut a Ia fin etre fage et heureux. V ous avcz fait a{[cz parJer de vous par 

VOL. V. . S doo 

• 
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, qcs fingularites peu C'Ollven bles a un veritable grand bomme. Demontrezl 
.(,os cnnep'lis, que vous po\.1vez avoir quelquefoi 1e fens ommnn: ce]a les­
fachera, (ans vous faire tort. Mes etats vous offrent une retraite paifible; je 
vous veux du hie.n, et je vous en ferai, Ii v us 1 trouvez bon. Mala fi vous 

ous obftiniez a rej tter mon (e:.cours, aU l'ldez-vous que j-e llC Ie dirai a per­
fonne. Si v us perfifrez a ous creufer l'dpr"t pD't1 tronver de nouveaux 
malheurs, choifi!fez les tcls qlle VOllS voudrez. Je fnis roi, je uis vous en 
procurer au gre de vos fouhait : et ce qui fu em nt ne \rou ani eOl pas 

-' ~is a vis de vos ennemis, je ce1terai de vous perfecuter quand vaus cefferez. 
c mettre votre gloire a.l'ctre. 

Votre bon ami" . 
FREDERIC • 

./ The princefre de Ligne, 'whore mother was' an EngIithwoman, made a 
good obfervation to me lafi night. She faid, Jc Juis rOT, jc jl.ui.i 'VOllS pro­
curer de malheurs, was plainly the firoke of an Englifh pen.' I £aid, then I 
had certainly not well imitated the charaCter in which I wrote. You wiU 
fay, I am a bold man to attack both Voltaire and R0u.tfeau. It .is true; 
but I 1hoot at their heel, at their vulnerable part .. 

I beg your pardon for akillg up your time with thefe trifles. The d~.T 
after to-morrow we go i.ll cavalcade with the duchefs 1 to her audience ~ .. 
1 have got my cravat and fuammy £hoes. Adieu t " 

HOR. WALPOLE' 

LET T E R LUlU. 
P'ari$, April (; t 76'-

. IN a certain city of Europe J it is the cufiom to wear flouched hats, long ( 
cloaks ancf high capes. Scandal an the government called this oing 

• Of Richmond. 
• At Verfailles as embaffadrefs. 
s This accouBt a~Jdes to the infllrrecUoD at 

Madrid, on the attempt of die court in the laft 
reign to introduce the French drcfs in Spain. E .. 
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ill rnaJk and pret nded th t ·t c ntributcd t Llffi mation. 
:va publiihed, commanding free-born hat ' to be ocked, c1 

ihortened, ld cape laid afid. All the, orId ob ed for e fir d y; u 
the next, every thing returned into its old chann t. III the evening a. till ~lt 
arofe, and cries f God blefs the king! God blefs th . killgdom I but 11-

fufiOll to the prime minifter '.-The word tv S 110 fo ner gi en, but hi 
houfi \i as befi t, the windo 's brok 11, ~nd tl e g t s a tem t . The guard. 
came and fired the 'rrJeaverI" of cloaks_ The ea ers t turned the nre, 

nd· many [; llo 01'1. eaoh fid' • As t le hO\1r of fup er ap rOil ed t\d the m b 
grew hungr~ the recoll aed a tax upon bread, and demalded the 1'(:/leo./ • 

. The king yielded to oth r quefts, and hats and loaves wer fet a lib rty. 
The people were 110t contented, an~ frill illfifte 011 the perlmiffion f mu',· 
dering the firft minifter; though his I ajefty aifured his fi 'Ulful c m 1 

that the minifter was ne er confult d 011 aet of g ernmentl! and was nly 
his priva.te friend, who fometimes called upon him in an e cHing to drink a 
glafs of wine and talk botany. The people VI' r incredulous and continued 
in mutiny w hel the laft 1 tters came a va • 

If you fhould happen to fuppofc., as I di~ that this hijlor,Y arrived in LOll­

oon, do not be alarmed; for it' was at Madrid; and a nation who has borne 
the inquiutioll cann.ot fupport a ocked 1 at ! - 0 necelfary it is for gover­
nors to know when lead or a feather will turtl tho balance of human un 
derftandings, or will not: 

I 1hould not have eutren 'led on lord G~orge~ ' 3 province-of f~ndlllg you 
news of revolutions, LIt he i at Al1biO'll~ .. ; and I th ght it right to ad­
vertife you. in time, ill cafe you fhould ha e a mind to feud a bale of {louched 
hats to the fupport' of the mutineers . As I :n. v . worn a flapped hat all my 
life, when I h· e worn any at al1, I think myfelf qualified, and would offer 
my fervice to command them; but being ,per{uade that you art! a faithful 
.db.erv r of treaties, tho'ugh a frie d to repeals, I ihalJ come and receive your 
commands iIi perf on. In the mean' time I cannot help figuting what a 

• pompous p oteft my lord L ttelton might draw' up in the cliaract r of an old 
,graudee. a~; im1 the revocation of the aa j; r cocked hats. _ 

I Squillace, an Italian, whom th king was 
bliged to banifh. 

• Alludir1g to ,the mobs of lilk-weavers which 
;l. n platt tlii.$ ea in' Loddtm. 

t Lor~ GeQrge LeJ;1ox) only brother to the duke 
of Richmond . 

.. The duke 0 Richmond'. coulltry feat in 
F~a{(c : -S z J ,ad , 

• 

I 
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\ Lady A- forgot to fend me word of your recovery, as {he promiied ; 
.~ but I was fo lucky as to hear it from other hands. Pray take care of your­

[elf, and po not imagine that you are as weak as I am, and can efcape the 
fey the, as I do by being low: your life is of more confequenee. If you 
don't bdieve me~ fiep into the fireet and a!k the fidl: man you meet. 

This is SU~lday, and Thurfday is fixed for my departure; un efs the Clai­
Ton ihould return to the ftage on Tuefday fe'nn,ight, as -.is fad; and I do 
not know whet er I fhould not be tempted to borrow two br three days 
more, having never feen her: yet my lilacs ptltl hard, and I have not a far­
thing left in the world. Be fure you do not Ie' e a cranny open for George 
Grenville to wriggle in, till I have got all my things out of the cuftom­

vtffe. Adi u ' 

1 .. 

Yours efer, 

LET T E R LXXIV. 

HOR. WALPOLE. 

Paris, April 8, 1766-. 

I SENT you a few lines by the poil: yefterday, with the fidl: aCCOWlt. of 
the infurreCtion at Madrid. I have fiace feen Stahremberg, the Imperial 
minifier, who pas had a courier from thence; ~nd jf lord Rochford has not 
fent one, you will not be forry to know more particulars. The mob di{anned 
the invalids; fropp~d all coaches:. to pre\'ellt S'q\lillace's flight; and me ting 
the duke de Medina Celi, forced him and ' the duke, d'Arcos to carry their 
demands to the king. His molt frightened majefty granted them directly; 
on which his highnefs the people difpatched a monk with their d mq,nds 
in writing, cOllched in four articles: the diminution of the crabel on 
brend and oil; the revocation of the ordonnance n hat and d- Clh..S; th 
banifhment of Squillace; and the ab lition of fi me 0 her tax, don't know 
what. The king figned all; yet was frill forced to app r in a b leony, ar d 
promife to bbferve what he had granted. S uil1ac wa {j nt with an ' t 
to Car hagena, to embark for Naples, and the firft commis of the treafury ' 
appointed to fucceed him; which does not look much like obfervation of the 
eonditiollS. Some fay Enfenada is recalled, and t;hat Grimaldi is in no good 

6 • . odour 

" 
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odour with the people. 
of two enemies. 

If the latter and Squill ce are difmiffed, we get rid 

• 
J 

The 'tumult ceafi d on the grant of the deman ;' but the king retiring 
that night to Aranjuez, the infurrecti 11 wa r new d the fie x morning, 011 

pretence that tl i flight was a breach of the capitulation. The people 
{eized the gates of the capital, and permitted nobody to go out." In this it te 
were thing" whel(the co ier ('arne away. The ordonnance agaillit going 
in difguife look as if fome futpicions had be 11 conceive ; and y t theil­
confider1'ce was fo great as not to have 2000 gu rds in the to v n. Tbe pitiful , ,"'­
'behaviour of the court makes one think that the Italians were frightene , 
and that the Spaniih part of the miniftry were not forry it took tho.t turn: 
As I uppofe ther is no great city in p in which has not· ft aolg 
bundle of grievances than the capital, one ihall not wonder if the pufilla .. 
nimous behaviour of the king encourages them to redrefs the,'Ui( 1 es too. 

There is what is called a change 0 the milliltry h re; but it is only a 
croffing over and figuring il~. Tbe duc de Praflin ho. wiflled to retire for 
fome time; and ~ r thi laft fortnight there has be 11 mu h talk of i, bein'7 
r placed by the duc d' Aiguillon, -the due de Ni ernois, &c.; but it i:.o 
plain, though not believed till1tOw, that the duc d Choifeul is all-powerful. 
To purchafe the flay of his coufin Praflin, on whom he can dep nd, and to 
leave no cranny open, he ha cede the mar' e and colani s to the due de 
Pra£lin, and taken tbe foreign and military department himfelf. His coufin. 
is belides name h"f du cor1fi il des fl ances; a v ry hononr~bl , v ry dig­
nified and very idle pI ce, and never flUe fince the due Bethune had i . 
Pr flin' hopeful cub th~ ifcount, whom you faw in Englau 1 il: y ar, 
goes to aplcs, and the marq\lis de Durfor t t~ ~ienlla-a culcJ, dry, proud 
man, with the figure and manner of lord Cornb.ury. . ' 

Great matters are exp Bed to-day frem the parliament, wbicn re-alrem' l (~s. 
A moufquetaire, his piece 16aded with a lettre de cachet, w nt about a {; rt-

• ni.ght ago t\, the notary who keeps the parliamentary regifrer ; and' de­
JYlanae~ hem. Th y wer refufed-l,ut given up, on the I ttre. de each t 

being ,produced. The parliament intends to try the notary for ·breach of 
tuft, VI' ich t fuppofe will make his fortune; though he has not the merit 
of perjury like - -. 

• There 

• 
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There hay b ell infurrcetiolls at Bourdeaux'ancl ToUloufc , on the militia, 
and 27 p rfolls vere killed (t the latter: but both are appeafed. Thefe 
'thing re fo mu~ h in ogue, that I wonder the French do llOt drefs a fa 
revolte. 

The queen is in a very dangerous way .. 
r 

This will be my laft letter; but I am not fure I than fet QUe before the 
• iddle of next eel ... 

I 

Yours ever; 
• HOR. WALPOLE • • 

., 
. /' 

I 

" 

LET T E R LXXV. 

Bath; OClbber 2, 1766. 

1 ARRIVED yefierdayat 1100n, and bore my journey perfectly wen, 
except that I had the head-ach all yefierday ; but it is gone to-day, or at 
leafi made way for a little giddinefs which the water gave me this morning 
at firfi. If it doe not do me good very foon, I thall leave it; for I diflik 
the place exceedingly, and am difappointed in it. Their uew buildings 
that are fo admired, look like a collection of little hofpitals j the reft is de­
tefiable; and ~ll crammed together, and furrounded with perpendicular hills 
that have no beauty. Th river is paltry enough to be the Seine or Tyber. 
Oh! how unlike my lovely Thames! ' 

I met my lord Chatham s coach ye.l1:erday full of fuch Grenville-Jooking 
children, that I fhallnol go tl) fe.e him t~is day or two J; and t -day I fpoke 
to lady Rockingham in the ftreet. My lords chancellor and pr fid nt are 
here, nnd lord and lady POWlS. Lady Malpas arrived ycfterday. I {hall 
vifit mifs Riel' to-morrow. In the next apartment to mine lodges __ _ 

I have not feen him fome years j and he is grown either- mad or 
• . 

• Mr. Walpole in general difliked being in company with children, to wham he was little 
auu from: d. E. 

fuper~ 
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1\Jperannuated, an talk \ ithout lration or coherence : you ould think 
all the artic! s of a di i nary were prating together at once. The Bed,:, 
ford are expe d thi eke hel' are rt thou nd otl r tHat I nei­
thet' know nor intend t know. III (hort, it is living 1ll ir, and I . m 
heartily fick of it alread '. Adieu ! 

Yours ev r, • 

• HOR .. W ALPOL ' 

• - --
LET T E R LXXVI • 

• 
YOU have made me laugh, and fomebody elfe make [ e !tare. H w can 

one wonder at.any thing he does, when he know" fc little of the world? J 
fuppofe the next fiep will be to propofe me for groom of the b -chamber to 
the new duke of Cumbed. nd. But why me? H e i that hopeful young 
fellow fir John Rll{hout, the olde-!t member of the houie, and, as xtremes 
met, very prop r to ,begin again ; vh), overlo k him? Howev f, a the 
fec ret is kept from me myfclf, I an perfoaly ca{i about it. I 11lall call 
to-day or to-morrow to afk his commands, but certainly ihallnot obey thofe 
you mention. 

The waters certainl, are ot fo b 11 ficial to me as at firfi ~ I have almofl: 
every morning my pain in n y fi: m c I do llot pr nd this to be the 
caufe of my eavul3' Hat. The truth is, r cannot bear it any longer. You 
laugh at my regularity ; but the contrary habit ic fo firong in me, th t I 
cannot contmue, luI,; 1 ubriety. The public r oms,.and the Loo, where e 
play in a circle, Ii l: t le hazard on twelfth-night, are infl..lppOl tahle. This 
c ing ' to the w r ag: in, v hen I am fc weary f it, is as an ' r:di­
culous a m v'ng an addre{j would be. I ha e no affeCtation, for affeCtation 
is a mon el' at nine .. and-fi rty; but if I cann t live quietly, privately, and 
com£; r bl , 1 ' m perfeCtly indiffi rent about living at all. I .would 1 ot 
kill r If, £ r th t is a phnofopher's affeClafon, aad I ill come hither 
~il'l, if I mufi:; but I fuall always dri eery ncar, before I fubmit to 

• 

• 
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do any thing 1 do not like. In {hort, I mull: ~o as fooli!h as I pleafe, as 
long as I C:ln keep without the limits of abfurdlty. What h~s ,au old man 
to do but' to preferve hirnfelf from pa~ade O~l o~e hand, and ndlcule 011 t~e 
other? Charmiug youth may indulge It{~lf 11l elther, may be cellfured, will 
be em, ied, and hus time to correa. AdIeu! 

'1 ours ever, 
r 

• HOR. W ALPOLrJ.. 
• 

• 
( 

. ..; / Monday evening • . 

You ~ re a de1i~'..~1 m~u)ager of -me 9,911'le ?'f c:ommons, to reckon 540 , 

inl 65! f ll1dwich was m?re ~ccur~t~ In hfts, and would not have 
mifcounted 25s which are fometh1l1g lll.a dl lfion. 

LET T E R LXXVII. 

Strawberry-hill, AuguR 9, 1168; 

YOU are very kind, or elfe YOll faw into my mind, and knew that I 
have been thinking of riting to ),ou, but had not a pen full of matter. 
True, 1 have been in town, but 1 am more likely to learn news here; 
where at leafi: we have it like fiib, that could not find vent in London. I 
faw nothing there but the rui lS of Loo, lady Hertford's cribbage, and lord 
B , like- patience on a monument, fmiltng in. grief. H e is totally 
ruined, and quite charmed. Yet I heartily pity him. To Virginia he can­
not be indifferent: he mult turn their heads [orne how or other. If his 
graces do not captivate them, he will enrage them to fury; for I take all 
his douceur to be enamCJlled un iron. 

My life is molt uniform and void of events, and has nothiuo- orth re .. 
pcatillt;. I have not had a foul with me, but accidental compa~y now and 
then at ditlOer. Lady Holdernefs, lady Ancram, lady Mary Coke, Mrs. 
Anne Pitt,_ and Mr. Hume, dined here the day before yefierdar.~ They 
~ere bllt jt1!l: gOlle, when George Selwyn, lord Bolinbroke, and fir William 
Mufgraye, who had been at Harnpton.court, came in, at ninc'at night, to 

drink 
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drink tea . . They told me, what I was very glad to hear, and what uid 
not dou t, as they had i from the duke of Graft hitnfc If, that bifuop , 
Cornwalli g es to Canterbury. I feared it would be ; b tit feem 
he had fi cured all th back-fiairs, and not the great flair. As the lail: 
head of the church 1 had been n the midwife line, I filppctfe goo y -­
had hopes; and as h had been pr fident of an atheifrical club, to be fur 
Warburton did not defpair. I was thinking it would make ' oqd article 
in the papet~, tbat 't ~ '1hops bad fupped with Nancy Parfons at Vau ... 
ha1l, in ~heir way to am~h. I am fure - would haf e b en of the 
number; and -, who to' the dl,lke of N ewcafrle, that if his grace ba 

-eommanded the Blues at l'vli de thel~ •. "'\"'e ehaved etter,' would 
make 110 fcruple to cry up her eh Jfj. • 

The king of Denmark comes on hurfday; and I g to-r ouo to fc 
him. It hac: cofi three thoufand pounds to new-funlith an apartmcnt for 
him at St. Jam~s's; , and now he will not go thith ,r, fuppoung it would be 
a confinemel t. He is to lodge at his own minifier Died !lts. 

Augufius Herve-y, thinking it the bel air, is going to hh .. for a div r e 
from the Chudleigh. He aiked lord B fother d y, who a ' his 
proCtor, as he would have aflced for hi ta'ylor. The nymph ha rent hil 
word, that if he roves her his wife he mnfl:: pay her debts; and ih ow 
fixteen thoufalld pounds. This ohftac1e thrown jn thc way; looks a if fllC 

was ot fure of being duchefs of ingft 11. The lawy rs fa , it will b n 
valid plea; it not appe:tring h t the was Her ey' wife, ndethcrcfi r the 
tradefmen could not reckon Oil" his payill them. 

Yes, it i 1 Y Gray, Gray the poet, w is made profe{[or of mo ern 
bifiorYi and I believe it is worth 500/. a year. I knew u0thin of it till 
I faw it in the papers; but believe it was Stonehewer that obt i.n .d jt for 
him • 

, Yes am; I ufe a bit of alum half as big as l'!ly nail, on e or twice a 
reek, atJd let it dilfolve ill my mouth. I fhould uot think that ufing it 
ftener could be prejudicial. You {bould ill~.]uire; bu t a you arc in more 

• 

• Thomas Seeker, archbifuop:o£ C~nterbury. 

VOL. V. T hurry 

e 

1 , 
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hurry than I am-" you. fuo\11d certainly ufe it oftener than I do. I wilh 1 

., could cure my: lady A to. Ice-water has afioniiliing,oifeCt on my, 
frornach: and removes aU pain like a charm. Pray, though tht: one's teeth,' 
may not be fo white as formerly, not t'otber look in perfect. health, let the­
Daniili king fee· fuch. good fpecimens. of the !aft ag -though, by what l' 
hear, he likes nothing but the ery prefe;nt age.-Howey.er, fure you will 
both come ~d look at him: not that I believe he is a jot better than the 
apprentic~s that flirt to Epfom. in, a T~m-whifky ;. ~rwant. t~ meet you in 
town. · ;;; • . 

" 1 d6m'"t very well k Jlear a caraval} 011 my frail's, 
that are come t ee honfe :0 ret is chattering,. and the dog 

1 I:' t s I. call retirement! and yet I think it preferable to your 
vifit at Becke.. Adieu! Let me know fomething more of your. motions, 
befote you. g.o.. to Ireland, which I think a {hange journey, and bettor com­
pOUllded. for: and w.hen, I fee ·ou in town I will fettle with ~o\.\ .. anotheli 
vifit to Park-place. 

Yours ver, 

HOR. WALPOLE.. 

~trawberry-liill) Friday, July 1, 1769, 

YOU defired .me to wJiite; if I knew any thing particular. Ho,\!' 
particular will content you. Don't imagin ' I would fend you fuch 
haih as th livery's petition \ orne; would the apparition of my lord 
Chatnam fatisfy you? .Don} b frightened:. it was not his ghoft.. He, he 
himfelf in propria perfona, and not in a ftrait waifrcoat, walked into the 
king's levee this morning, and was in the clofet twenty minutes after the 
levee; and was to go out of town to-night again. The deuce is in it if 
this is !lot news. Whether he is to ' be king, minifier, lord ptayor, or 
alderman,. I do 110t know; 110r a word more than I have "old you. 

J The petition of the live.y of.bondoD, com- Luttrell when he oppofed Mr. Wilkes at the ' 
plaining of the unconfiitutional cQndua: of the c1caioD £or Middlcfcx. E. 
king's minifiers, and the untrue return of Mr. 

• 5 
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Whether .he.was fcnt for to guard St. James's gate, or wh ther hem 
alone, like Almanzor, to ftorm it, I cannot tell: b Beckfi rd's vi len c I 
1hould dunk the latter. I am fo iudifferent "' hat he cam for tHat I fhall 
wait till Sunday to learn; whe I lie in town on my way to ly. You 
will probably hear more from your brother before I can ' , rit ag in. 
fend this by y friend Mr. Grallger r, who ill Ie ve it at your p rk-gat 
.as he goes through Henley home. Good-night: it j pan tw lv, nd at 

$oin."g to bed. 
Y urs ever, • 

t __ ~ 

" -
LET T E R LXXIX. 

Straw'berry·hil1, T uefda)' o~. 14, (76,. 

I AM here quite aloae, .and did n t think of going 0 to, n till riday 
• for the opera., which I have not yet 11 e. In complim nt to y U 01 d Y ur 

countefs I w.ill make an effort, and be .there OIl Thurfday; and ill ither 
cine with you at your Qwn houfe, or .at your broth r's; hich y II ch fe. 
This is a great favour, al d .beyond ~y lord Temple's joun y to ine with 
my lord mayor~. I am fo fick of the folli s of all fides, that I am ha py t 

be at quiet here, and to know no more of them than what I m fi rced t 
fee in .the n.ewfpnpf'rs i and'tbo~ I ikip 0 er a fi fi as I can: 

• • 
The account .ou give me"'Of lady - wa jufi the fame as I receiv d 

.from Paris. 1 will {how ou a very particular letter I re eiv d by a private 
hand from thence; .which con inces me that I g fled right, ntrary t 
.all the wife, that .the journ y to Fontainebleau would vcrfi t 1l1r'111fieur de 
C} oifeuI. I think he hold but by a thread, which will {nap fOOll. r am 
labouring hard ,:.,r ith the duchefs J tp procure the duke of Richm nd fatisfuc-

• . ·on. in ~e .£.wour he bas afked about his uchy 4; but he fhtt1l1 kn ~ 
• 

S Author of the Biographical Hi{\:ory of England. 
• In the fecond mayoralty of William Beck 
, The uchef~ of Choiie"l. 
4 or A ubi nc. 

it 
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\, it till it is completed, if J can be fo lucky as· to fucceed. I think I thall, 
if they ~o not fal,l im~llediately • . 

You perceive how barren I am, and why I have not written to you. 1 
pafs m time in "cHppinb and pafting prints; and do not think I have read 
forty pages ~llce I came to England. I bought a poem called Trincalo's 
Trip to the Jubilee; having been thuck with two li~ in an extract in the: 
papers, • .~ 

And the ear-piercing fife, ,/ 
And the ear-piercing wi -

. . 
~~~~1 ~tb~e;..:r,e~ and it is very long, IS a heap of unintelligible nonfe nfe, , 
about Shaket re, politics, and the lo,d knoyvs what. I am grieved that,., 
with OUf admiration of Shakefpeare, we can do nothing but write worfe 
than ever he did. One would think the age ftudied nothing but his L ove's 
l-abollf 10ft, and Titus Andronicus. Politics and abufe have totally cor· · 
rupted our tafte. Nobody thinks of writing a line that is to laft beyond, 
the next fortnight. We might as well be given up to controverflal divinity. 
The times put me ill mind of the Conftantinopolitan empire; where, ill 
an age of learning, the fubtleft wits of Greece contrived to leave nothing 
behind them, but the memory of their follies and acrimony. Milton did. 
not w rite his Paradife Loft till he had out1ived his politics. With all his 
parts, and noble fentiments of liberty, who would remember him for his 
barbarous pr fe? othing is more true than ~ that extremes meet. The 
}kentioufnefs of the prefi makes us as favage as our Saxon anceftors, who 
couJd only fet their marks· and an outrageous purfuit of individual inde­
pendence, grounded on felfifh views, extinguifhes genius as much as defpo­
tifm c1 ~s. The public good of our country is ne er thought of by men that 
hate half their country.' H6foes confine their ambition to be leaders of the 
mob. Orators feek applaufe from their faCtion, not from pofterity; and. 
minifh:rs forg t ,foreig~ enemies,. to def~nd themfelves againft a majority. in ' 
parliament.. When any Ca:far has conquered Gaul, 1 will excufe him for ~ 
aiming at the perpetual dicrature. If he has only jockeyed fomeb~dy out or­
the borough of Veii or F'alernum, it is. too imp'udent to call' himfc If ~ 
patriot or. a fiatefman. Adieu' . 

.J ETTER. 
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Arlington.ftr et, J uty 1'1, 1770' 

REPOSI G \! nder my laurels ! No, no, r am repofing in ~ much bett r 
tent,. under clle tefier of my own bed. 1. am not 0 liged t rife by bl' k of 
dayal1d' o drefTed for the drawing-room; I may fauuter in in flippers till 
dinner-time" il1ld not rna e bows till my ba k is a much ut of joint a my 
lord Temple's. In filort,,·! fuould die of the 0"0\lt or ati:;, e, if I wa t e 

olonius t a princefi for an9ther w k 1, Twice a-day we made a pil-
grimage to almofi every at! en tem!N iti dnfl; p. incc that they call 
garden; and there is nO'fallyiu'g"'out f the· honfe',,'t ut cfee ding a 
flight of fieps as high as St. Piu}' , My lord !b r, '!;;~ wf;uIC'i h-a c: 

ragged me up to the top of the column, to fee all the ' ingdoms f tho 
earth j but I would not, if he could have giv n them t me. To cr "11 

all, hecaufe we live under the l ine, and that we were all of u giddy y ung 
creatures, of near threefcore, we fupped in a gr tt it the EI, fian field, 
an were r freihed with rivers of dew and gentl fh wer that drip ed fr 
all the trees; and put us in mind of the heroic age, when kings and queens 
were fhepherd and ihepherdefTes, and Ii ed in a es, and were wet to the 
{kin' two or tbree time a-day. Well! th nk heaven, I am emerged from 
that. Elyfium, and once more in a chrifiian country !-Not but, to fay the 
truth, our pagan landlord and landlady were ver obliging, and the party 
went off much better than I expeCl d. We had no ery recent politics, 
though volumes aboqt the' Spanifh war; and as I to k. ca'te to give every 
thing a ludicrou turn 6S mtrch as 1 c Id, the nrincefs was diverted, the 
fix days rolled away, and the feventh is my fabbath; and I promifc you I 
will do no anner f work,. I, nor my cat, nor my doO", nor any thing that 
is mine. F r this reaCon, I entreat that the j urn y to Go dwood may not 
take place before the J zth of A uguft, when 1 will attend you. Bu this .ex­
pedition to Stowe has quite blown up my intended one to Wentwott -
caftle: 1 h v not refolution e~lough left for fuch a journey. Will you al d 
lady . come t Stra b rry befi re or after Goodwood? I know you 
ike ~ing dragged fro h me a little as I d ; therefore yo thall place 

that v'fit ju.ll: when it is moft convenient to you. 

r Mr W Ipole had been for a week at Stowe, the fcat of carl Templt, with' a party inlited t 
JIlCct h r ro highncC: the lat princers Amelia~ • 

• 



,I 

142 LETTERS FROM THE HON. HORACE WALPOLE . 
I came to town the night before laft, and am jufi: returning. There are 

not twel ty people iuall London. Are not you in defpair about the 
~ fummel' ? .It is horrid to be ruined in coals in June and July. Adieu! 

Yours e er, 

HOR. WALPOLE. 
" 

• 

. Arlington.fireet, Chrifimaa daT'~ __ 
,/'" -- --- f' 

IF poplar-pin.e~l er grow" it mufi: be in fuch a foaking feafo as this. 
I wi1h you 'W<>u)sYfend half-a-dozen by f~me H~nley barge to meet me next 
Saturday at Strawberry-hill, that they may be as tall as the monument by 
next fummer. My cafcades give thernfelv s the airs of cataraB: , and Mrs. 
eli e looks like the fun riling out of the ocean. P or Mr. Raftor' is 
tired to death of their fQlituae; and as his paffion is walking, he talks with 
rapture of the brave row of lamps all al ng the {heets, jufr as I ufed for­
mer] to think no tree beautiful without lamps to them, like thofe at 
Vauxhall. 

As I .came to tOWJl b:ut to dinner, and hu, e not feen a foul, I do not 
know wheth r there is any new~. I am jufi: going to the princefs', where 
I {hall hear all th re is. 1 went to king Arthur on aturday, and was tired 
to death, both I?f the nonfen!e of the pi ce and he execrable performance, 
th iingers.b ing friJI w·orfe .than the attors . . The fc enes are little better 
(th ugh arJ"ick boafrs of rivalling the French opera), except a pretty 
bridg , and .a go hic church with windows of painted glafs. This fcene, 
which fhould be a barb~rous temple of Woden, is a perfeB: cathedral, dud 
th.e de iloffi iatcs at a kihd orhigh mafs! 1 never faw greater abfurdities. 

S The lirfi ,poplar-pine (or, :IS they have 
lince be n called, LombJflly oplar) planted In 
England is thn. at P:rrk-place, on th bank of 
the river near the great nrch. It was a cutting 
brought from Turin by the lat lord Ro hford 
ift his carriage, and 'planted by general Con­
way's own hand. E. 

Adieu! 

~ Brother to Mr$. Clive. He had been an 
aC\:or himfelf, and, when his fift r rt:ired from 
the fta e, lived with her in the hou[e Mr. Wal. 
pole had given her at Twickenham. E. 

3 The late princefs Amelia. 

LETTER 

• 
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LET T E R LX II. 
• 

Arlington-i1:reet, Dec. 29. J 770. 

THE trees 1 came fafe: I thank you for them: they ;re gon to Straw~ 
berry, and I am going to plant ,them. This pa agraph would not call 
D r a letter, but I ha,y,e news for you of importance enou crh to dicrnify a 
difpatch. T~e duc de c()'oifeul . is {allen! The expref! f~m I 1'd Har­
court~ arrived yefierday morning; the event happened laft Monday night, 

)lnd the courier fet out fo immediately, that not many partic:ulars are 
" J yet known. The duke wa allowed but thre hours to pre are himfi If, 

and ordered to retire to his feat at Chan~eloup: but i~me 1 tters {?oy, 11. 
ira plUs loin. The due de· Prafl~ is bal1'iilied too, and 'Ohatel t is for:' 
bidden t vifit Choifeul. Chatelet wa to ha e had the marine; and 1 am 
{ure is no lofs to us. The chevalier de Muy is made fecretary of ftate 
potU In guerre ;--ahd it is concludt:d that the due d' iguillon is prime. 
minifter, but was n.ot named fo in the firfi hurry. There t there is a revolu­
tion t there is a new {cene opened! Will it adNance the war-? Will it make 
peace? Thefe are the quefiions all mankind i.s aiking. This wl al has 
{wallowed up all gudgeon-quefrions, Lord Harcourt write, that the 

. d' Aiguillol1ifts had officioufly take1l' opportunities of affuring him, that 
if they prevailed it would be peace; but in this country we know that op­
ponents turned minifters can change their language. It is added, that the 
morning of Choifcul's baniifment, the king {aid to him, Monfieur ~ je vous. 
ai dit que je ne o-yloi pas la guerre. Yet now does this agree with. 
Frances's J eager prot fration's that Chcrifeul's fate depeilded on prefervil1g 
the peace? How does it agree with t.he comptroller~gelleral's offer of 
finding funds for the war, and of Choifeul's proving he ould not ?-But 
ho reconcile half the politics one hears? De uifnes and Frances rent 
their excufes to the , duchefs of Argyll laft night; and I fuppote tl 
Spaniards too, for none 'of them were there.-WeH! I ihall let an this 

• buftle cool for two day ; for what Englifhman does not facrifice any 
thing tOlgo his Saturday out of town ?-And yet I am very much intereff­

d in tllis event; I feel much for madame de Choi{eul, tho oh nothing 

I The I ... ombardy pop,hrs. 
S Then embaifadof ,a.t P;uia .. 

J Then the charge des aff'aires from the French 
court in London. , 

fo.r 

• 

• 
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\ for her Corjican huiband; but I am in the utmo11: an iety for my dear old 
. friend', who pafTed eery evening with the duchefs, and was thence in 

great credit; and what is worfe, thollgh nobody I think can be favage 
enough to take away her penDon, {he may find great difficulty to get it 
paid-and th n ner poor heart is fo good and warm, that this blow OIl her 
friend, at her great age, may kill her. I 'have had no let er, nor had laft 
pofr- whether it was flopped, or whether {he ap rehenucd the evel t, as 
I imagine-for every body bferved, on Tuefda ~l1g t, at your brother s, 
that Frances c uld not open his mouth. In {hort, I am' mofr ferioufly 
alarmed about her. 

f 

YOI:l .have feen in the papers the defigned arrangements 111 the law. 
They now fay there is fome hitch"; but I fuppofe it turns on fome e· 
mands, and fo will be got ver by their (being granted. 

Mr. Mafon, the bard, gave me y frerday the inclofc u lnemorial, and 
begged I would recommend it to you . It is in favour of a very ingeni­
ous painter. Adieu! the fun {hines brightly; but it is one o'clock, and it 
wjll be fet before I get to Twickenham. 

Yours ever, 

HOR. W ALPOL& 

L E 'l' 'T E R LXXXIII. 

Paris, July 30, 1771 • 
• 'I DO not know where you are, nor where this will find you, nor when 

it will fet out to feek you, as I am not certain by whom I fhall {end it. 
It i of little confequence, as I have nothing material to tell you, but wha 
you probably may ha e heard. ., . 

The difrrefs here is incred~ble. efpecially at court. The king's tradef­
men are ruined, h is ' fervants :fiarvillg, and ' even angels and archangels 

1 Mlldame la marquife du Delfand. 
~' . cannot 

/ 
,./ 
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lCannot get their penfiol1s and f: lari s, but fing \V e! v 10 ! wo ! in­
fread' of. Hofau nuhs . oinpi gne is aband 1) d ; illier -coter ' :lnd 
eh ntillyl crowded, and Chant loup' frill more in faihi Il, 'tvhitb 'ery 
body goes hl t pleafe. ; th ugh, \ 'hcn they afk lea ,the an!, er i , :rc 1. 

Ie difetlds ni ~ jI rmets . This is tbe firft time that \' r th will of a kill 
of F ranee \Va interprctc ag iufr his inclillati n. Y t'" ftel' annihil tiug 
hi parliam ut, and ruining public r dit, h . taq1 ly fubmi s t be uffr nt­
-.cd by hi 0'< I n fer ant . '!vIad .. e Beauvcau and two r thr e hjgh-~)irited 
.dames defy thO czar of aul. re t they and th ir abal . 'lf a 'incon­
fill:ent on the ther hand. They make pigrams, fing vaudeville acrainll: 
the mifireD, hand about libeJ againfl: the chane 1101', and have n n ore 
effeCt ~han a fky-rocket; bllt in three months w'J! di to g to COllrt and 
to be invited to fup with madame du Barr. The only r al. firuggle is be­
tw~en the chane Hor J and the due 'Aiguilloll. ·fhe firfl: i faIfe, bold, 
determined, and. not fubject to little qualms, Th other is lefs known, 
communicates himfelf t nobody, is fufpccted of d ep policy and d ep 
defigns, b~lt fe 0 intend to fet out under a mark of ery finooth va r­
niih; for he has jufi obtain d the payment of all hi bitter enemy In. Cha­
lotais's penfions aild an·ea~s . He bas tbe advantage to , of bing but mo­
derately detefied in comparifon of his ri nJ, .rnd, what he values mor • the 
iuter ft of the mifl:refs 4. The comptroller-general 5 fer es both, by uCtiug 
mifchief more fc uGbl y felt; for he ruins very body but thofe who pl.lr", 
chafe a refpite from h is mifl:rcfs. He difpenfes bankruptcy by retail, ,and 
will fall, becaufe he cannot even by thefe mean be ufeful el;ou crh. They 
nre {hiking ott nine millions .from la caiffe militaire, five fr the marine, 
and one from the atr;.lir '-tral1crere: yet all this will n t xtricate hem. 

• • 
You never law a' great natio", in fo difgraceful a p fition . Th ir ne t 
profpeCt is not bett r: it refis on an Imbecille, both in mind and b dy. 

.. '. July 3(' 

, Mr. Churchill and my fitter fC:!t on't to-night after fupper, and I /hall fend 
tbis letter by them. . There are no new books, no new play ,no new novel. ; 

, l- The counjry pahl "5 of the duke of Orleans 
and the prinl@' of. Conde, who ere in difgrace 
at. court fot having C£poufed the caufe f ~he 
p. rliam t of Par' banHht;d by the chancellor 
Maupou . 

. 'l The ~oontry fea t of the duc de Choifeul, to 
O,I., . V. 

• 

,which, on hiS ceallng to be fir!l minil1:e,r, he as 
baniilied by the king. • 

u 

3 Mau poll. 
4 Mad;une du Darry. 
s The ~bb'c l'em.l. 

nay, 

. . 

, . 
• 



, 
/ 

246 LETTERS FROM THE lioN. HORACE W LPOLE 

nay, no new falhions. They have dragged old mile Ie aure out of are· .. 
treat of thirty years, to fing at the Colifee, which is a mo gaudy Rane­
lagh, gi1t, painted, and be-cupided like an opera, but not alculated t lai~ 
as long as Mot r Colifeum, being compo ed of chalk and pafi:ebo<1rd. 

'. R 0 nd it are CC1l.lrts f treiBage, that,ferve for nothing, and behind it a canal" 
very like a horfe-pond, on which there a e fireworks and jufi. All together 
it is very pretty; but as there are few nabobs Il~ nabobeffi in this coun-
ry, and as the middling and common pe pie are not mtich richer that 

Job when he }tad 10ft every thing but his patie~ce, the pr prietor are 011 

the point of being r\lined, unlefs the pr ~ea takes place that i talked 0 • 
It is, to oblige Corueille, Racine, and Molle.e to hold their tongues twice .. 
a-week, that their a\ldienees may go to the Colifcc. This is like ollr parlia­
ment's adj,ollrning when fenators w nt to go to Newmarket. There is a 
I onGeur GuiUard writing a hi1l:ory · of the ri alite de la France et de 
l' Allgleterre.-I hope he will not omit thi parallel . 

. - . 
The infiance of their poverty that ilrikes me moil, who make .political 

obfervations by the thermometer of baubles, is, tha .there is nothing new 
in their ihops. I know the faces of every finlff-box and every tea-cup as 
well as thofc f madame du Lac and monfiellr Poirier. I have chofen fome 
cups and f~lUcers for my lady A , as the ordered me, but I cannot 
fay they are at all extraordinary. I have befpokell two cabriolets for h r, 
infiead of fix, becaufe I think th m very dear, and that the may have fouI' 
more if {he like them. I fhall bring too a fample of a .baguette that fuits 
them. For fe lf, between reconomr and dle want of novelty, 1 have not 
laid out Eve guineas-a very meQ'\Orable anecdote i'h the hifiory of my life. 
Indeed , the czarina and I have a little difpute: the has offered to purchafe 
the whole Crozat colleCtion of piCtures, at which I had intended to ruin 
myfclf. The Turks. take her Jor it !-A-propos, they are fending from 
~hence fOU}'fc~re 0I:ticers to Poland, each of whom I fuppofe" like Almanzor, 
can fiamp ~l~h hIS faot and raife an army. 

~s my lifter tt, ve1s like a Tartar prince1S with her wpole h~r e, the win 
arr~ve ,tQo late a1mo~ for me to hear from you in return to this Jettet, 
whIch Ul truth requIres no allfwer, vii que I thall fet out myfelf 0'0 the 
26th of Augufi.. You will not imagine that I am glad to fave myfelf the 
pleafure of hearmg from you,. but I woul~ p.ot give you the trouble of 

writ" g 
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riting unneceffi rily. If you ar at b me, nd 1\ t &1 
judge by .thefe dat s where to hI d me. A,d'cu! 

Y l.lfS e er I 
H 

P. . Infiead of refl-oring the J efuits, th yare proce ding 
he lcHine, Augllftines', an 101 e oth r order 

• • 

• 
1.. E T T E R ' L ·XIV • 

• 

will 

• 

"A PO ~. 

annihilate 

. 
I 

TO will ha~e (een, I hope, b fore u w, that I hav not negleCt d 
wfltlllg to you. 1 fent YOt'1 a. letter by my fifier, but doub !he has en a. 
great while Upotf' 'he road, as they travel with a large family~ I wa 11 t 

lure ,where :you was, ,a-nd ol1ld not write at .ranoom by the poll:. 

i was juil: going out hen r receiv.ed ollrs and th newfi ape! • wa 
1'I:ruck in a moil: fenfible manner, wh n, afi er reading your Ie er., I raw jn. 

the newfpCld'ers that Gray I -is dead 1 So.ve£Y ancient an intil acy~ m d I 
fuppofe. the natural r flection to felf on lofiLlg a erfoll llt a year I er

f 

,made me abfolutely !tart ill my chair. It [eemed more a corporal t an a 
mental blbw ,; and yet I am exceed~Llgly concerned for him, and every body 
mud be (0 for the loiS of .fuca a genius.. He called on me but two or three 
.days before.l came .hith~r; he m lainoo of being ill, 'and talked of the 
gout in his fl:pm~h-but I expe ed his (1" th no more than my own-and 
,'et the fame death will probably be mine.-l am full of all th fe reflection 
-but fhal1 not attrill: you with them :-only dp not.won ~r that my letter 

"will be thort, when my mind is full of what I do not give vent to. It wa 
but lail night that I was thinking how f.ew perfons I all:, if one lives to e 
old, to whom one can talk without referve~ It is impoffibie to be intimate 

• with the JO'l'lg, becaufe they and the old ca 1 ot converfe on the fame com~ 
mon top~s; and of the old that furV4Ve, there arc few one can ommellce 
a fi iendfhip with~ be.caufe one has probably all one's life <l fpifed their . \ 

• 

mas Gny, the ~ 

Ul hearts , 
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hearts or their underfian ings. Thefe are the fieps through ' which one. 
pa{[es to the ullenviable lees of life! 

. . 
I am very forry for the ([ate of poor lady B • It prefages ill. She-
d a profpcCt f long happinefs. Opium is a very falfe friend. 

I will g you Bougainvillc's book .. -I think it is on the F lkland Hies, . 
for it cannot be on thofe jl1fr ditcover d; but' a I ret out to-morrow 
fe'nnight, auel robably may have no opportunity fooner; of iGndinO' it, I will 
bring it myfelf. Adieu! -

\ 
Yours ever,. 

c 
• HOR. 'WALPOL ' •. 

a 

LET T E R LXXXV, -
Arlington-lheet) SC!ptember'1, I 77 f.' 

I ARRIVED yefterday within an hour or two after you was gOl e, which , 
mortifi d me e ceedingly; lord knows when I ihall fee you. You are f(:) 
aaive and fo bllfy, and caft bullets' and buikl bridges, are pOlltife>' maxi .. 
mus, and, like fir John Thorold or Gimon" 

-- triumph over land and wave, 

that one cali never get a word. with you . ·Yet I. am very welJ ' wor h 
general's or a pMiticlc nJs ear .• 1 have b ~1l de·p in all the fecrets of 

rance, and confidant of tOme of the principals of both parti s. I kn 
wI at is, and is to be, though I am neither prieft nor conj~rcr-.-and have 
heard a vaft deal a~o"t br akillg arabiniers and grcfladiers; though, as 

J Mr. Conway was now at tl1e hcad of tlle 
oldn:mc , but with tp title and appointments 
of licutenan t.geunal ollly. The p rticubr cir­
(Um!hmces attendhg this, ar thus recorded in ' 
:1 letter of r. V-' alpo!e's to another corre­
{pondent at thl! time, and d fcrve to be nown. E. 

" January, 1770. 

"The k' ng ofI'ered the ma!terfilip of the 

ordnance, on lord Granby'S rrlignation, to M(. 
Conway" who is only lieutenant-general of it. 
He [aid he had live<l in friendfhip with oro 
Granby, and w,iuld not profit by }lis [poils: b t ( 

as he thought he could do rome eh'mtial f, rvice 
in the office, wher there are many abufcs; if 
his majelty would be plea fed tp ) t hi\'tl continue 
as he is" he would do the bulinefs of the office 
witho t accepting tIle [alary.", 

ufnal, 
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TO T HE ;HON •• HENRY SEYMOUR CO WAY. 49 ' 
u!bal, I dare to fay I fhall gi a woful ace unt of b tho h wode ar 
is, that ,by the moil: horrid oppreffion al ilJjufiic their finance will ry 
foon be 1Il good order-un1 f5 fome ballkrupt turns P a aiilae, \ hi h , ill 

• 

not furprife me. The horror the nati n a oncei ed f the kinO' and 
chancellor, makes y probable th t the latter, atJeail:, ,ill e fi critic d. b ~ 
feems not-to be wIth llt. app hel fion, and ha remo ed from th kinO" 
library aM . tr'al of ,a chane 110r who wa c nd mned be hallQ'~d . 
under eh rle H.- For the king, qui a flit fc s preu es and not to his 
hono~lr, you ill not wOl~der that he Ii es in terror '. 

i have executed all lad A 's commiffibns; but mind I d not 
coqllniffion you to tell her, £, r ou would c rt"Only f, rget it. 1 

As you will no doubt orne to wn to report who burnt Portunouth, I 
will m ct you here, if I am apprifed of the day. ~our niece's marriage I 

pleafes me extremely. Though I never faw him till 1 0: night, I know a 
great deal of ~futur, an lik hi charaBer. Hi perfoll is much better 
than I expected, and far preferable to many qf he fine oung moderns. 
Me is better thall fir -, at lcafi a w 11 as the duke f --, and 
Adonis compared to the charming Mr. ---. Adieu! 

LET T E R LXXXVI 
• • 

• • 
L nffl Str, ~"berry-hill, January 7, t 771 • 

• 
• 

YOO have re d of my cabmity without knowing it, and will pity me 
when you do. I have been blown up; my cafHe i blown up; lIy 
Fawkes ha~ been about my hOLlfe; and the fifth u{ N ember hns fallen ou 
the 6th of Jcumary! In 010rt, nine thoufancl PO\ cler-mill broke ]oofe 
yefterda.y morning on H6un£1ow-heath; a whole fqLladr 11 f tl em c",m e 
hi th~ r and have broken eiCTht of my pa inted-glafs windows : an " the 110rth 
fl,de 0/ ~ e cail:le looks as jf it had fiood a liege. · The two f.'lints in the hall 
have '1i eted martyrdom! they have had th if bodi cut off,. :nd lotbing 
remains but their h adS'. The two next , gFcat fufferers are mdeed ,tw.o of 

~ The marriage of lady Gertru<\e Seymour C01l\vay to lord Villiers, unce carl , of Cranoifon, 
t 

• 
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t le leait valuable, being the paffage w,indows to the library and great 
parlour-a fine p;.l.lle is demolithed in the round room; .and the window by 

, he gaUley is <L'lmaged. Thofe in th cabinet and Holbein-roOl , and 
_ .gallery, and lu -room"and green-clofet, &c. ha 'c efcal cd. As the- fiorm 

-- ,' r In the n rth-weLt, the china-cl fet wa uot touched, or 'a cup {; II 
. 00\\'11. -:rh' bow-:winGow of bra e old coloul"'rl gl!i at Mr. Hindley's, is 
maifa. reel; ~lld all the north fid of 'Tw: k~n~am .. all Brentford are 
Jh:t. teredo A t 'London it la proclalmed an earthquake, an half the in-
habitants ran inro the {he t. e. 

As lieptenant-g neral of the ordnance, I mllfi befeech you to giv.e 1!riel 
orders tltat no mor powder-mills may blow up. My aUllt, Mrs. Kerwood. 
reading \'ne day in the papers that a difiiller's had een burn.t by the head of 
the ftill flying off, ftlid , !he w ndered hey did Dot make an act of parlia­
ment againfi the heads offtiUs flying O.ft: Now, 1 hold it much eailer far 
YOll to do a body thi jel'vic,e; a:lld would .. e omnlend to your cOllfidera· 
:lion, whether it would not be .pRld.ent to h e..all rna a es of powder 
kept un er ater till the]. are .:wanted for fervice... III the mean time, I 
.exp a a penfion to make ~me am.ends for what I ave fuif-ered under th 

ov rnment. AdieuJ 
.. 'Yours, .all that l'.emains Df me, 

HOR. WALPOLE • 

• 
LET T .E R LXXiCVIL ,. 

• 
Strawberry-hi~, Monday June 22, 177:' 

TI' is lucky -that I have had no dealings Wlth Mr. F-; for, if he had 
ruined me, as be has half tne world, I cO,uld not hav.e r;un away. I tired 
myfelf wi.th walking on Friday; the gout came on Saturday in my foot; 
yefterJqy I kept my bed till four o'clock, and my COOnl aN. day-hut, with 
wrapping myfe1f all over lYith bootikins, I have fcarce had any pain-my foot 
{welled im.media'ely, and to-day I am defcended inti> the bh~eth and 
g.reenth ' ; and though you expect to find that I am paving the wa'y to al1 

I C;ant words of Mr. Walpol~'s fpr blue and gt'e~Il. He meanl,;t1lat he came o~t of '!». 1'oom tet 
·the blqe fiey and green fi~ds. it ' 

.{ cxcufe, 



TO· TltE HoN'. fIE ,Y SEY~10tJR C w 
e:xcufe, 1 think I thall be aul to b with 'ou on aturday. All I intend t 
excufe myfelf from is walkioo ' I fhould crt inly ne r ha e the gut, if 
I had 10ft the ufe of my £ et. Cherubim~ tb the 1l 1 g , an d r _ 
thin.g but ilick their chin il a cl ud an fing, are . 1HiV~P out of ord r. 
Exercife is the odt thing in th world, and bad an . n n lOll. ~s glU ,.., i ' 
powder. 

A-ptopos to Mr. F~, here is a paffi ge ridiculoufiy app!l able to him, 
that I met with yeaerday· in the letters of uy atia: "11 n'y a pas Ion 
rems qu'un auditeur. des colbptes n mme m n(. Nivelle fit bill queroute . 
et tout fraichement, c'ea-a.-dire depuis trois j. urs, un treforier d s partie 
cafuelles, nomme Sanfon, e:l a fait autant; et ur vou montrer, lqu'il ell: 
vrai que res humane facillnt circulum., cornme il a ete autre£ is dit ~r Plato 
et par Ari~ te, celuy-la 'en. retoUrelle d u il vi~at. 11 eft fils d'un p'aifi 11 ; 

it a ete laquais de fon p,remi r,metier, et aujourd'hui il, 0' it plus rien, fi n 11 

qu'illui refte une affez belle femme:'-I do not think I can fir d in Patin 
or Plato, nay, n r in A'rifiotic, . though I he wr te about every thing, a 
parallel cafe to - -'s: ther are advert' fed to be {( Id mor annuities 
of his and his fociety~ to the amount of fiVe hUt dr~d thoufand pounds a 
year! I wonder what he will do next, when he has fold he eft tes of all 
his friends! 

~ have been reading the mofi: delight ui 'book FA the world r , the lives of 
Leland, Tom Hearne, and Antony We d. , The laa's diary makes a th'ck 
volume in ottnvo. One npy is, "This day Old Jpan. beg n to make my , 
bed." In the fiory of Lchmd .is an examinatioll of a free mafon,. written by 
the hand of king Henry VI. with notes by Mr. Locke. Free~mafonrYt . 
Henry VI. and Lock ,make a ftrange heterogeneous olio ~ but th t is ' ot all. 
The refpondent, who defends the myfteryof maionry, fay it was brought int . 
Europe by the Venetians- he means the Phen' ians!-Alld who do you think 
propagated it? Why, one Peter Gore - And who do ~o~ think .th twas.­
One Pythagoras, l)'thagore.-I do not now whethe~ It 1 not alll mol'", "x­
traordinary, that this and the refl: of the nonfenfe m that accoun made 
Mr. L:- e determine to be a ffce-mafon: fo would I too, if I could expeCt 
to hear of mote Peter GorlJ. • 

l'ray tell lady 'Lyttelton that I fay the will cer~ly kill heIfelf if 1h 
. . lets .. 

• 
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lets lady A drag her twice a day to feed the pheafant ; aod you mak 
her climb cliff!· and clamber over m \l1l~ains. She has a tra ability that 
alarm fo her; and if (h doe not pluck u a fpirit . n d termine 
never to be put out of her own way I du nut kn what may be the ll-

-8,uence. 1 will come and fet her ah xample of immoveability. T, ke 
notice, I do not ay one civil fyllablc to lady A-. ,_he ha not paa; d 

'whole day h~'e thefe two .years. She is always very graci 1:1 , £lyS the will 
come when you will fi . a time, a if ",YOU governed, and d en put ir 'Off 

h never jt is opofcd, nor will (pare one (rngle day from Park- lace-as 
·if other people were not as partial to their OWlt ark-place! Adieu! . 

~ . 
I Yours ' ver, 
• • 
( OR. \VAL OLE. 

o TueCday non. 

1 WROTE Y letter 'bil: night; this morning I received yours, and illal1 
,wait till Sunday, as you bid me, w ieh will be more C! enient for my 
gout, th ugh not fOf other engagement ; but I :lhall obey the (upcrior, as 
Jl1ullum tempus occurrit regi et podagrre . 

.L E T T E R Lxxxvm: 

Arlington-frreet, AuguO: 3 , J 773-

RETUR~ED laft night from IouO'hto.l1 I; where multipli ity f buG­
'ue(s detained me f~ur days longer -than 1 iut ad d, ~nd where I found a 
fcene infinitely more mortifying than I e p cted; though I cehail1ly di.d 
. lot go with a profpect of fin iug a land flowing with milk and honey. E _ 
,cept the piCture, whic are i the find! pre[ervation, and the woods, which 
,are become forefts, all the reft 15 ruin, d {olation, confufion, diIorder, debts, 
mortO'ages, fales, pillage, villainy, wa!l:e, folly, and madnef!.. .1 do not be­
.lieve that (tv th6ufand pounds would put the hou(e alld buildiuO" into (Tood 

. Th 0 b ,repaIr, e nettle and bramble in the park arc: up to your fhoulders _ 
hor[es hav been turned into the garden, and banditti 10 g d in ry cot-

I Whre he had gone during the infanity of his ilt'phew George ea;l of Or[otd to endeavolIl" 
.to fettle and Olnange his affairs. . ) 

. l 

tage~ 

o 



TO THE HON. HENR 

tage. The perpetuity of 1iying that com up, t the park- ale h 
1i Id-and ever farm let for half its value. 11 !hort tOU kn w h 1 \1-1 
family-pride"J ha e-and cOllfeql1ently may judge h w much I ha', · b 1 

mortified!-Nor dol tell you half, or near th woril ir um1hll1ce . I 
have juil ftopped the torr nt-and that i all. 1 am cry tm ertain hether ' . 
I muft not fling up the truft; and fome of tl e diffi ultie iu my way fc m. 
unfurmountable, and too. dangerous not to al. nn e 'en my z al; finee I 
muil not ruin myfelf, al1~ hurt thofe for hom I mllft ~ el too only to 
reftore a family' that will end with myfclf, and to retrieve ~tn eftate, froll , 
.which I am not likely ever to receive the leafi ad ant gee 

~ 
If ),ou will fettle with the C· s your j. uril y to Chalfont, ajd will 

let me know the day, I will endeavour to meet y u tl ere; I h pe it will 
not be;: till n~ t week. I am ovcn\rhelm d with bU!il efs-but iud d I 
know nor when I £hal,l be otherwife! I ,with you j y of this endlefs fummel". 

Strawberry-hill, June 2JI 1774. 

I HAVE nothing to fay-which is th beft rcafon in the world fi I writing· 
for one muil ha e a great regard for any ody one writes to, when one be­
~ills a letter neither 11 ceremony nor lmfinefS, Y u are fc eiug armies', 
who are alv ays in fine order an great fpirits when they are in cold blood: 
I am forry you thought i.t WOl~ h while to realife what I fhould a e thought 
you could have [een in y'0ur mind's eye. · However, I hope you will be 
amufed auel plea4ed with viewing her e , hoth in their autumn and their 
bud. Vienna will be a new fight; fo \ ill the Aufirian eagle an,l its two 
heads, I ihould like feeing too, if auy fairy \ mll<l p cent me with a chell 
that w uld fly up into the air by touching a peg, ql1U trallfpon me whither 
I pleafed ill an il1fiant: but roads, aud iuns, and dirt are terrible omw­
backs on my curiofity. I grow fo old, or fo indolent, tha I fcarce air from 

• hence; an·.:) the dread .of the gout mal\.es me almofi: as much a prifoner, as a 

I Mr. Conway ~ae now on a tour of military c\lriolity through Flander, Germany, Prum", 
and part of Hungary. 

VOL. VA 
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fit of it. News I know none, if there is any. The papers tell me the city 
was to prefent a petition to the king againfi the Quebea-bill yefrerday; and 
I fuppbfe they will teU me to-morrow whether it was preiented. The 

ng's (peech tells me, there has noth' g happened between the .Ruffian 
and the Turks~ Lady Barrymore told me t'other day, that nothing was to I 
happen between her and lord E . I am as well fatisned with thefe 
neO'atives, tis I lh uld have been with the contrary. I am much mQI'O in'­
te~fied abo ut the rain, for it defiroys all my lofes and orango-flow~rs, of 
which I have xuberance; and my hay is cut, and cannot l1e made,. How­
ever, it i ' delightful to have no other diftrelfes. When I compare my pre-. . 
fent ttanquillity and indifference with all I f\ffl"ered laft year ", I am thank­
'ful f9r my happinefs~ and enjoy it-ulliefs the bell rings at the gate 
early \n the morning-and then I tremble, and think it an exprefs from 
Nor ik. . 

It is unfortunate, that when one h~s nothing to talk_ of but one's felf, one . 
fuould have nothing to fay of one's felf. It is fuameful too to fend fuch a .. 
fctap by the pofi. 1 think I 1hall referve it till Tuefday. If I have th .n 
nothing to add, as is probable, you mull: content yourfelf with my good in­
tentions, as I hope you will with this fpeculative campaign. Pray, for the ~ 
future remain at home and build bridges: I wilh you were here to expe· 
dite ours to Richmond. which they tell me will not be paffable thefe two. 
years. I have done look.ing fo forward, Adieu! 

LET T E R xc. 
~trawberry-hi11, Auguft 18, 1774-

IT is very hard, th~t becau{e you do not get my letters, yO\1 wili not let 
me receive yours, who do receive them. I have not had a line from you thefe 
five weeks. Of your honours and glories Fame has told me a; and ·, for 
aught 1 know, you may be a 'IJeldt-.nuzrj/tal by this time, and defpife fuch a 
poor cot~ager as me. , Take notice, I fllall difc • you in m, ~rn, if you 

• During the mne(r~ of hi, nepbar lord Orford. 
• Alluding to the diftinluithcd ~ taken of general Conway b)" th. kin8 of Prum.. 
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TO THE HO 

on a conunand agai difiri in 

I hav feen no arrnie~, kings or cmp£dI"es, a d cannot fend-you fuch 
guft gazettes; nor are they what I want to hear of. I lik t hear you ar . 
well and diverted; nar, have pimped toward the latter, h. defiring lady. 
Aile;(bury to fend you m~ur de Guifiles's in itation to a milt ary fi tc :l 

:fetz'l. For my part, [ w~ou was returned to your plough. r our S • 
bine farm Z is i high beauty. I have lain ther twic witi in tl is ~ek, going 
to and from a vifit to eorge Selwyn near Glouc {tel': a tour as much to my 
tafie as yours to you. For £; -tified tOWllS I have 1cen ruin.d callI • Un­
luckily, in that of Berkel y I fo nd a 'hole regiment of militi in g;trrifc II 

and a8 many young officers as if was in pofIi ilion, nd 
r:eady to ~ rrender at indifcretion. I endeavoured to comfort !),felf b 
figuring at they were guard~ng Edward H. I have CeCil many other a .. 
cient fights without aikiag leave of the king of Pruffia: it would 110t ple~ 
me [0 much to 'write 10 him, as it once did to write for him'. 

I 

Th~y 'have found at leaa feventy thoufl nd pounds qf lord Thomoud' 
George Howard has decked.himfelf with a ted ribband, motley and hotlours! 
-Charming things! and yet one may be very happy without them. 

'The youl1g - - is returned from his travels in love with the pre­
tender's queen, who has permitted him to have her piCture. What can I 
ten you more? othing. Il;ldeed, if I only write to pofima rs, my letter 
1 long enough.. Every.body·s \lead but mine is full of d e,etioll". 1 hud the 
fatiSfadion at Gloucefier, where • Selwyil is cc.tnvaffing, of reflecting on my 

, own wifdom: Suave mari magno turbantibus' ClJ.1lora vt£ltis, &c. ] am cer­
tainly the greatefi: philo{opher in the world, without ever having tblltlght oE 
beingfo: alwaysemployed,andnevetbufy; eag rabo ttrific , illdill jJ ren 
to every thing ferious. Well, if it is 110t philofophy t at lcafi it i cont '~t. [ 

of carabill 
Ouifnes. 

:l Park-place. 

review of the Fren~h regime\ft 
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t ~lIuding to the l~tter to R()uti'ea 
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I DID not think you had been fo like the reil of the wOl'~d, as, hen you 
pretended to be vifiting armies, to go in {earch of gold and filver mines' ! 
The favQurs of courts and the {miles of emperors and king, I iee, have cor­
rupted even you, and perverted you to a nabob. Ha\re you brotlght away 
an ingot in the calf of your leg? What abomillftion have you committed 1, 
All the gazett s in Europe have fent you 011 different negotiations: infiead' 
of returning with a treaty in your pocket, you will only come back ·th · 
bill of exchange. I don't en y your fubterraneous travels, 110r' the .~ofpi4 
tality of the Hungarians. Where did you fUld a fpoonful of Lati.ll about. 
you? I have not attempted to fpeak . n thefe thirty years, without per­
ceiving I was talkj1lg Italian thickened with . rmiq,atiolls in us and or~m. 
I 1hould have as little e peercd to lind an OVid ill thote regions; but I fup­
pofe the gelltry of Prcfbourg read him for a fathiollable author, as, our ' 
'fquires aJid their wives do the laft colleltions of baJlads that have bee.n fung 
at Vau all a1ld Marybon. I wiih you 'may have brougfu, away fome 
iket hcs of duke Al rt's architeCture. You know 4eal in the orka of 
royal authors, though I have ne er admired any of their own b . iugs, not 
excepting king SOI(Jmon's tc;mplc. Stanley" an" ~ron ill Hungary L 
What carried them thither? The chafe d mi 00 e firft, perhaps, 



tS7 
done hofc dirc8ioll.1 

• 
Well, I am glad you" have" been entertain and fc en fuch a vari ty of' 

fights. You don't mind fatiguc~ Cludjrardihips, and hofpi Jity,. the two· e ... 
eme.s that to me poifoll travelling. I I thall uever fee any thing more, un­

leu I meet with a ring that renders one invitible. It was but e other da I 

thtt, being with George lwya at Gloucefrer, I went t ie\ Berkel y 
c:a le, kllowiag the earl wa to dine with the mayor of G uqUter. Alas! 
whou I arrived, he had put of1~ the party to enjo} 111 militia'a day longer. 
and the h01;lfe was fi of,-o cers.. They might be in t e Hlmga" . an dr fi, 
for 3\1ght I knew; for twas fo diCmayed, that { would fain h e peduaded 
th houfekeeper that.tne could not thew me the apartm nts; .and wh u Ih 
Qpene the ball, and I faw it fun 0 captail\~, I hid myfelf in a dark paff'age, 
and nothing CQuld perfuad In to enter, till they had the ci ility t quit the 
place. When I was forced nt laft to go over the came, I Tan through it 
without feeing any thing, as ifl had been afraid of being detain d prifoller. 

1 have no news to fend you: if I had any, I would not conclude, as all 
correipondents do, that lady A. left nothing untold. lady P. i ' gone to hold 
mobs at Ludlo v, where there is aallal war, and where a ;'111&'hl, I forget hi. 
name, one of theil' fri nds, has been almoji cut in two with a fey the. \Vhen 
you have feen all the other armies in Europe,., ou will be juft in tim for 
many election-battles-perhaps f; r a :var it America, whither mor troop 
arc going. MallY of thofc aIr ady fent have defet'ted, a to be fur th 
profpeCi there is not finiling .• A-propoi' lord M. whoLn lord S. his fath r 
will not fuffer 0 wear powder becaufl"l wheat is fo dear, wn~ prefcllted t'other 
day in coal black hair and a white fcather: they {aid he had benz talTed amI 
feathered. -

• • 

• Upon the death of Loub XV. 
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