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I with I could fill my ﬂaeet, in veturn for your five pages. Theonly thing
you will care for knowmg is, that I never faw Mrs. D. better in her life, nor
look fo well. You may truft me, who am {0 apt to be frightened about
her. h O Eaiis A
M . s S A

\ ; : : y
. o L RS R RON » i)

{bcrry.hm Segtcmbcr 27, 1{7;.

L SHOUL\D be very ungrateful indeed if i thought of complammg of
vou, whqare goodnefs itfelf to me : and when I did not receive letters frqm
you, I concluded it happened from your eccentric pofitions. I am amazed,
that, hurried;as you have been, and your eyes and thoughts crowded with
obJe&s, you Thave been able to find time to write me o many and fuch
long letters, over and above all thofe to lady A , your daughtcr, bro-
thér, and other friends. Even lord Strafford brags of your frcqucnt re-
membrance. That your fupcrabundauce of royal beams would dazzle you,
I never fufpeted, EvenI enjoy for you the diftin@tions you have received—
though I fhould hate fuch things for myfelf, as they are particularly trou-
blefome to me, and I am ‘particularly awkward under them, and as I abhor
the king of Pruffia, and, if I pafled through Berlin, fhould have no joy like

~avoiding him—like one of our countrymen, who changed horfes at Paris,
and afked what the name of that town was? All the other civilities you have
teceived I am perfe@tly happy in.  The Germans are certainly a civil well-
meaning people, afd I believe one of the leaft corrupted nations in Europe.
1 don’t ‘think them very agreeable ; but who, do I think are fo? A great
many French women, fome Engh{h mei, and a few Englith women—ex-
ceedingly few French men. Italian women are the groffeft, vulgareft of
the fex. 1f an Italian man has a crram of {enfe, he is a buﬁ’oon—-——So much

L) c

for Europe. : S8

1 have already told vou,, ‘and fo muft lady A-—-- that my éourage fails
me, and I dare not meet you at Paris. As the Qenoa is arrived when the
gout ufed to come, it is never a moment out of my head, Such a fuffering,
fuch a helplefs condition as I was in for five months and a half two. years
ago, makes me tremble from head to foot, 1 thould die at once if (cxzed.
in a French innj or what, if poffi blc, would be worfe, at Paris, whcrc'{
muft admit every body.—1, who you know can hardly bear to fee even you

when
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when I amiill, and who fhyt my(elf up here, and would ‘not let lord and
Jady Hertford come near me—I, who have my room wathed though in bed,
how could I'bear French dirt ? In thort, I, who am fo capricious, and whom
you are pleafed to call a phxféfopher, I fuppofe becaufe I have given up
every thing but my own will—how Suld 1 keep my tember, who have no
way of kccpmo my temper but by kteping it out of every body s way ! No,
I'muft give up the fatisfaction of being with you at Paris. T hdve juft learnt
‘to give up my pleafures, bug [ cdnnot give up my pains, Whth fuch. felfith
people as I, who have fufﬁ.r*d uch, grow to compofe into g*fyftem; that
they are partial to becdufe it is Weir own. I muft make mYyfelf amends
“‘when you return : you will be more ftationary, I hope, for the future ; and
1f 1 live I fhall have intervals of health. In lieu of me you will have a
charming fuccedaneum, lady —— ——. Her father, who is more a hero
than I, is packing vp his decrepit Bones, and goes too. 1 wifh the may not
have him to nurfe, inftead of diverting herfelf, ‘ :

The prefent ftate of your country is, that it is drowned and dead drunk;
all water without and wine within.  Oppofition for the next eletions every
where, even in Scotland ; not from party, but as laying out money to ad-
vantage. In the head quarters, indeed, party is not out of the queftion : the
day after to-morrow will be a great buftle in the city for a lord mayor °,
and all the winter in \Veftmmﬁer, where lord Mahon and Humphrcy
Cotes oppofe the court. Lady is faving her money at Ludlow and”
Powis caftles by keeping open-houfe day and night againft fir Watkin Wil-
liams, and fears the fhall be’kept there till the gencral eletion. Ithas rained
this whole month, and we have got arother inundatioh, The Thames is
as broad as your Danube, and all my meadows are under water. Lady
Browne and I, coming laft Sunday night from lady Blandford’s, were in a
piteous plight. The ferry-boat was turned roynd by the current, and carried
to Hleworth. Then we ran: againit the piers of our riew bridge, and the
horfes were frightened. Luckily my cicifbea was a catholic, and fcreamed
to fo mmy faints, that fome of them at the neareft alehoufe came and faved
us, or ['thould have had no more gout, or what I dreaded I fhould ; for I
concluded we fhould be carried afhore fomewhere, and be foreed to wade
through the mud up to. ‘my middle. So you fce one may wrap one's.fclf

s :
"y \ WISl EL Y L P Whens Mr, Wilkes was clelted.:
My : o Sal] up-
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up,in flannel and be in danger, without. vxﬁ.t.m% all the armﬂmn the face
of the globc, and puttm“’ thc unmorta,hty of one’s chaxfe to the proof
4, 4in a{hamcd of feﬁdmg you b three ﬁ'ﬂcs of fmaller papcr in anfwer
10 feven largc—-But what «can 1 :\i fee: nothmg, know nothing, do
nothing.. ' My caftle is finithed, I have nothing new to read, I am tired ‘of
writing, 1 have no new or old bit for my printer. T have only blagk~
hoods around me 3 or, if I go to town, thﬁ famjlygparty in Grofvcnor-ﬂ‘mﬁt."u
One trait wij give you a fample of h afs .my time, and made me -
laugh, as dt-put me in mind of ‘you, a "{caﬁ as it was a fit of aﬁfencc, ;
much ?m(‘ re likely to have happened to you thaw te me. 1 was playing
eighteenpenny. trme with the duchefs of Newcaftle and lady Broth
Q).d ccrtamly no ch interefted in the game. I cannot' recollet nor
conceive what T was’ Ehmkmg of, ‘but 1 puﬂaed the cards very gt‘a’vély to
_ the duchefs,” and faid, “Dodor, you are to deal. You may gueﬂe_ at their
4 aftonithment, agg how much it made us all laugh. T wifh it may make"
“you {mile a moment, or that 1 had any thing bcttel to fend you, Adxcu,
moft affectionately.

Yours ever,

~_HOR. WALPOLE,

|

¢ LETTER XCIlle i
. . ¥ Strmhcrry-hﬂl, Scpt. 28, 1774.
LAD’Y Ailefbury brings you. this®, which is not a lcttcr, but a paper of
diretions, and the counterpart of what I have written to madame du
Deffand.  I'beg of you'ferioufly to take a great deal of notice of this dear
old friend of mine.  She will perhaps expeét more attention from you, as
my friend, and as.it is her own nature a little, than will be quite conve-
amient to you : but you havean mﬁmte deal of pﬁtxence and good nature,
and will excufe it. I was afraid of her iinportﬂfmng%dy A--.--’, who
has a vaft deal to fee and do, and thcrcfore l ﬁm prepared miad, du D.

| oy L pe J“}'ﬂm »'3'? .t
* Mr. Conway ended his mlhtﬂy tour at Pn& went to meet hxm, ana w!m‘etbc# fyeft th:’*
ris, whither lady Ailcfbury and Mrs. Damer winter together. 10 0 o

>md
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and told her lady A. loves amufements, and that, having never been at-
Paris before, the muft not confine her: fo' you muft pay for both_—andﬂf

will anfwer : and I do net, I own, afk this only for madame du Deffand’s

fake, but for my own, and a little for yours. = Since the late king's death

the has not dared to write to me ¥, and 1 want to Know the prefent
ftate of France exactly, both to fatisf# my own curiofity, and for her fake,

as I with to learn whether her on, &c. is in a’nydangc'r from the

prefent miniftry, fome ofyachom.fire not her friends. She can tell you a

great deal if tht will—by 't mean that the is refetveg’’ or partial

to her own country agai outs—glite the contrary ; fhe low better

than all France together—hut fhe hates politics ; and therefore, to make

her talk on it, you muft tell her it is to fatisfy' me, and that [ want to

know whether fthe is well at court, whether the has any fears from the.
government, particularly from Mafirepas and Nivernois ; and that I am’
cager to have monficur de Choifeul and ma grandmaman the duchefs

reftored to power, If you take it on this foot eafily, fhe will talk to you

with the utmoft franknefs and with amazing clevernefs. I have told her

you are ftrangely abfent, and that, if fhe does not repeat it over and over,

you will forget every fyllable : fo I have prepared her to joke and be quite

familiar with you at once. She knows more of perfonal charallers, and

paints them better than any body : but let this be between yourfelves,

for I would not have a living foul fufpe that I get any intelligence from

her, which would hurt her; and therefore T beg you not to let any human

being know of this letter, nor of your converfations with her, neither

Englith nor French. . 95 e

: ! ; o
Mad. du Deffand lates les philofophes, {o you muft give them up to her.
She and madame Geoffrin are no friends : o, if you go thither, don't tell her
of it. Indeed you would be fick of that houfe,, whither all the pre-
tended beaux efprits and faux f{¢avants go, and where they are very uuper-
“tinent and dogmatic. . A T8 ,

G i T . T Btk o v ool e i
‘Let me give you one other caution, which I fhall give lady A———— too.
Take ‘care of your papers at Paris, and have a very ftrong lock to your
porte-feuille. In: the hotels garnis they have double keys to every lock,
‘and examine evety drawer and paper of the Englifh that they can get at.
They will pilfer to6 whatever. they: can.—I was robbed of half my clothcs
et V. i Y there
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there the firft time, and they wantbd to hang poor Louxs to ﬁve the people

of thc houfe who had l'*:olc:nr the th'mgs

Hcre is anothcr thmgl muﬁ fay. Mad. du Deffand has kept a great
very old, I am in pain about them. I
iver them up to you to bring back
, be fo good to take great eare of

have written to her to beg the will
to me, and’I truft the will." If fhe
them. If {he does not mention them, 1l herjuft before you come away,
that I begdpd You to bring them; and efitates, corivince her how
it wouldMart me to have letters writtén ink very French, and mention-
ing feveral people, both Frcnch and Englifh, fall into bad hands, and, per-
«haps, be printed.

Let me defirc you to read this letter more than-once,. that you may not
forget my rcqucﬁs, which are very important tome; and 1 muft give you
one othcn caution, without which all would be ufelcfs _There is at Paris
am' de I'Efpinaffe, a pretended bel efprit, who was formerly an humble
-companion of mad. du Deffand ;, and betrayed her and ufed her very ill.
I beg of you not to let any body carry you thither. It would difoblige. my
friend of all things in the world, and fhe would never tell you a fyllable ;.
and I own it would hurt me, who have fuch infinite obhgatxons to her,
.that 1 thould be very unhappy if a particular friend of mine- thowed her
this difregard: She has done every thing upon. earth to. pleafe and ferve
me, and T owe it to her to be earneft about this attention, Pray do not
mention it : dt miight look fimple in me, and yet I owe it to her, as I know
it would hurt her: and at her age, with her misfortunes, and with infinite.
obligations on my fide, can I do too much to fhow my gratitude, or pre-
vent her any new mortification ?' 1 dwell upon it, becaufe fhe has fome
enemies fo fpiteful that they try to carry all Englifh to mad..dcl’Efpinaffc.‘

I wifh the duchefs of Choifeul may come to Paris while you are- there;
but I fear the will not : you would like her of all things. She has more
feufe and more virtues than almoft any human being. Ifyou choofe to fec
‘any of the ﬁ;avants, let me recommend monﬁeur Buffon. He has not.only
much mdre fenfe than any of them, but is an excellent:old man, humam‘,
gentle, well-bred, aud with none of the arrogant pertnefs of all the reft.
If he is at Paris, you will fee a good ‘deal of the comte de Broglie at mad.
du Deffand’s.  He is not a genms of “the firft water, but lively and fome-

. * times.
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times agrecable. The court, I fear, will be at Fontainebleau, which will
prevent your {feecing many, unlefs you go thither, Adicu! at Paris! I leave
the reft of my paper for England, if I happen to-have any thing pa'rticular

to tell you. . o
LETTARER XCIV. .
o= i Strawberry-hill, Sunday‘oagbcr 16, 1774

1 RECEIVED this hingkgrr™etfer of the 6th from Straﬂmfg;
and before you get this you will have had three from me by lady Aflefbury.
One of them fhould have refched you much fogner ; but lady A. kept it,
not being fure where you was. It was in anfwer to one in which you
told me an anecdote, which in this laft you afk if I bhad received. .

Your letters are always fo welcome to me, that you certainly have no
occafion for excufing what you fay or do not fay. Your details amufe me,
and fo would what you fupprefs; for, though I have no military genius or
curiofity, whatever relates to yourfelf muft intereft me, ‘The honours
you have received, though T have fo little tafte for fuch things myfelf,
gave me great fatisfattion ; and I do not know whether there is not more
pleafure in zof being a prophet in one’s own country, when one is almoft
received like Mahomet in every other. To be an idol at home, is no
affured touchftone of merit. Stocks and ftones have been adored in fifty
rcgions,' but do not bear trani.'planting. " The Apollo Belvedere :_md The
Hercules Farnefe may lofe their temples, but never lofe thelr eftimation,
by travelling,. . ' ; ’ .

" Eleions, you may be fure, are the only topic here at prefent—I mean
in Engiandanbt on this quict hill, where I t!:ink of them as little as of
~ the fpot where the battle of Blenheim was fought, They fay there will
not be much alteration, but the phoenix will rife from its athes with moit
of its oid lumes, or as bright. Wilkes at firft feemed to carry all before
him,. befides having obtaincd the mayoralty of London at laft, Lady
——— told me laft Sunday, that he would carry twelve members. I
“ha mt4 an in town fince, nor know any thing but what _I colleét from
 the papers ; fo, if my letter is opened, M. de Vergennes will not amafs
any very authentic intelligence from ‘x{ny difpatches. i
a4 : SIS AL ! 2 : - at

B, vy g
i

< ol e



" triumphant theye. Her grace
P g

164 LETTERS rrom rue Hon. HORACE WALPOLE

What I have taken notice of, is as follows: For the city Wilkes wilt
have but thrée mcmbets : he will lofe Crofby ; and Townfend will carry
Oliver!  In Weftminfter, Wilkes will not have one; his Humphrey
Cotes is by far the loweft on the poll ; lord Percy and lord T. Clinton are
orthumberland fits at a window in
d is * Hail, fellow, well met I At
Dover, Wilkes has carried one, and psgbably will come in for Middlefex
himfelf with Glynn. = There have bedn greaf. endeavours to oppofe him,
but to nd gurpofe.—Of this am lad}f fgr.«i o not love a‘mob f{o near as
Brcntf?d} efpecially as my road&ﬁé! thioug hNit,  Where he has any
other ilitereft I am too ignorant in thefe ma.tters to tell yow. Lord John
Cavendifh is oppofed at York, and at the beginning of the poll had the
fewelt numbers. C F—, like the ghoft in Hamlet, has fhifted to
many quarters ; but in moft the cock'crcw, and he walked off.  In South-
wark, there has been outrageous nonng s but I neither know 'the candi-
dates, their connections, nor fuccefs. This, perhaps, will appear a great
‘deal of news at Paris : here, I dare to fay, my butcher kiiows more,

Covent-garden, harangues the mob,

I can tell you ftill lefs of America. There are two or three more thips
with forces going thither, and Sir William Draper as fecond in command.

Of private news, except that Dyfon has had a ftroke of pa}fy, and
‘will die, there is certainly none ; for I faw that fthrill Morning Poft, lady
G , two hours ago, and the did not know a paragraph, .

.1 forgot to mention to you M. de Maurepis, He was by far the ableft
and moft agreeable man 1 knew'at Paris: and if you ftay, I'think I'could
take the liberty of giving you a letter to him ; though, as he is now fo great
a ‘man, and | remain f% little an one, 1 doh’t know Whether it would be
quite fo proper—though ha was exceedingly good to me, and prefled me
often to make him a vifit in the country.- -ﬂyut lord ﬁtormont em ceuamly
varry you to him—a better paffport.

There was oné of my letters ot wh;cw! wiﬂ!whw&om yau. There
dre always Engirfh comiing from Paris, who would bring fuch @ parcel .
at leaft you might fend me one volume at a time, and the reftafterwards :
but I fhould not caré t6 have them ventuted by the common conveyance.
Mad. du Deffand is negomangfam ehame}pu&m for me; but if the

obtains
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obtains it, T had rather wait for it till you come. The books I mean, are
thofe I told you lady A. and Mrs. D, would give you a particular account of,
for they know my mind exaétly, Don't reproach me with not meeting you
at Paris, Recolle@ what I fuffered this time two years; and if you can
have any notion of fear, imagine my dread of torture for five months and a -
half! When all the quiet of Strawberry did but juft carry me through it,
could I fupport it in the noife of a ¥rench hotel | and, what would be gl
worfc, expofed to receive all vxﬁq? for the French, you know, are never
mor¢ in public.than in the 4¢/0f death. [ am like animals, and love to hide
myfelf when I am dying. hm}\God h{m now twodays bey&(\d the crifis
when 1 expected my dreadful periodic vifitant, and begin to gruw very
fanguine about the virtue of the bootikins, . I fhall even have courage to go
to-morrow to Chalfont for two days, as it is but a journey of two hours. I
would not bea day’s journey from hence for all lord Clive’s diamonds. This
will fatisfy you.” I doubt madame du Deffand is not fo cafily convinced :
therefore pray do not drop a hint before her of blaming me for not meeting
you ; rather aflure her you.are perfuaded it would have been too great a rifk
for me at this feafon. I wifh to have her quite clear of my attachment to
her ; but that I do not always find {o eafy. You, lam fure, will find hes
all zeal and empreffement for you and yours.  Adieu !

LETTER XCV,
Stmwberry lull, P&ober 29, 1774.

i HAVE received your letter of the zgd, and it certainly overpays mc,
when you thank inftcad of {eolding me, as 1 feared. A paffionate man has
very little merit in being in a paffion, and is fure of faying matly things he
repents, as 1 do. 1 only hopé you think that I could not be fo much in the
wrong for évery body; nor fhould have been pcrhaps even for you, if I had
not been certain 1 was the only perfon, at that moment, that could ferve you
effentially : and at fuch a crifis I'am fure 1 fhould take exa&ly the fame

v&ﬂigdm‘, oxccpt in ﬁtymﬂ {fome thmgs I did, of which I am afhamed *!

Finks a0
* This relates to Mr Wpdchavmgfcfmted 6Fa feut in pthument at rhe gcncral eleCtion,
in a very warm manner, fome neglect on the which took place in the year 1774, E.
part of his friends which deprived Mr. Conway
- ' I will
g |

Ld
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I will fay no more now on that topic, nor on any thing relating to it, becaufe-
I have written my mind very fully,.and you will know 1t foon. T can only
tell yoli how, that I approve extremely your way of thinking, and hope you
will not change it before you hear from me, and know fome material cir-
cumftances.  You and lady A. and b agree exaltly, and the and I.certainly
-confider only you. 1 .do not anfwer hex laft, becaufe 1 could not help telling
vou how verw kindly I take your letter.\ All I beg is, that you would have
no delicacy about my ferving you any way.  You know. it is a pleafure to
me : any body eMe may have viewg that 'Mrrafs you j«and therefore,
till you aﬁr?)n the fpot, and can Jadge fOr yourfelf (which I always infift
on, becaiffe you are cooler than 1, and becaufe, though I have no interefts to
ferve, 1 have paffions whicheequally miflead one), it will be wifer to decline
all kind of propofals and offers, You will avoid the plague of contefted
ele@ions and folicitations ; and I fec no reafons, at prefent, that can tempt
you to be in a hurry. TR

You muft not expeét to be madame du Deffand's firft favourite. Lady
Ailefbury has made fuch a progrefs there, that you will not eafily fupplant
her. 1 have received volumes in her praife. You have a better chance
with madame de C——, who is very agreeable; and I hope you are not
iuch an Englith hufband as not to conform to the manuers of Paris while
you are there. ‘

I forgot to mention one or two of my favourite objecs to Jady A. nay, I
am not fure fhe will tafte one of them, the chyrch of the Celeftines. It is
crowded with beautiful old tombs: one of Francis AL whofe beatitude is
prefumed from his being hufband of the martyr Mary Stuart. Another is
of the firft wife of John duke of Bedford, the regent of France. I think
you was once there with me formerly. The other is Richeliew’s tomb,
at the Sorbonne—but that every body is carried to fee. The hotel de
Carnavalet’, near the Place royale, is worth looking at, even for the fagade,
as you drive by. But of all earthly things the moft worth feeing is the
houfe at Verfailles, where the king’s pictures..not hung up, are kept.
There is a treafure paft belief, though in fad order, and piled one agaia{h :
another. Monfieur de Guerchy once carried me thither ; and IMM

4 & W RSN

certainly .

’

* Where madame de Sevigné refided,

.
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“certainly get leave. At the Luxembourg are fome hung up, and one par-
ticularly is worth going to fee alone: it is the Deluge by Nicolo Poufiin, as
‘winter. The three other feafons are good for nothing—but the Deluge i
the firft pi€ture in the world of its kind. You will be thocked to fee the
glorious pictures at the Palais royal tranfplanted to new canvaffes, and new’

- painted and varnifthed, as if they were to be fcenes at the opera—at leaft,
they had treated half a dozen of the beft fo, three years agv, and were
going on. The prince of Monaco has a few fine, but ftill worfe ufed; one
of them fhinds more than‘r{ook'mg-glafs‘.. I fear the expofition of pitures
is over for this year; it'is generally very diverting*. 1, who went into-
every church of Paris, cam affure you there are few worth it, but the .
Invalids—except the frenery at St. Roch, about dne or two o'clock at noon,
when the fun fhines; the Carmelites, for the Guido and the portrait of
madame de la Valiere as a Magdalén ; the Val de Grace, for a moment;
the treaﬁtre at Notre Dame ; the Sainte Chapelle, where the anti-chapel

‘are two very large enamelled portraits; the tomb of Condé at the Great
Jefuits in the rue St. Antoine, if not fhut up; and the little church of St.
Louis in the Louvre, where is a fine tomb of cardinal Fleury, but large
enough to ftand on Salifbury-plain. One thing fome of you muff remember,,
as you return; nay, it is better to go foon to St. Denis, and ‘madame du
Deffand muft get yow a particular order to be thown (which is never thewn
without) the effigies of the kings. Fheyare i prefles over the treafure
*which is thown, and where is the glorious antique cameo-cup; but the
countenance of Charles IX. is fo horrid and remarkable, you would think
“he had died on the morrow of the St. Barthelemi, and waked full of the
recolle&ion. If youdove enamels and gxquifite medals, get to fee the col-
leétion of a monfieur d'Henery, who lives in the corner of the ftreet where
fir John Lambert lives—I forget its name. There is an old man behind the
rue de ‘Colombier, who has a great but bad colle¢tion of old French por-
traits ; L delighted in them, but perhaps you would not. 7, you may he
fure, hunted out every thing of that fort.. The convent and. collection of
St. Germain, I meau that over againft the hotel du Parc royal,.is well worth

. fceing-;i)u!;.l forget names ftrangely.—Oh ! deﬁghtful-——lord.‘ Cholmondeley
ends me word he goes to Paris on Monday: I fhall fend t'hlS an.d my other
“Jetter by him. It was him I meant ; I knew he was going, and had pre--
paredit. . o o
gt ' ' _#He means from their extreme bad tafte:
il Pray
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Pray take care to lock up your papers in a firong box th;t nobody can
open. They imagine you are at Paris on fome commiflion, and there is no
trufting® French hotels or fervants, America is in a defperate fituation.
The accounts from the Congrefs are not expeéted before the 1oth, and ex-

“peted very warm. - I have not time to tell you fome manceuvres againft
them that will make your bloed curdle. Write to me when you can by *
privatc hands, as I will to you, There are always Englifh paﬁ'mg back-
wards and forwards. ~ i

oy S A o :

— s s

.LETTER XCVL
Strawberry-hiﬂ, November 12, 1774,

: Q

1 HAVE received a delightful letter from you of four fheets, and another
dince. 1 fhall not reply to the campaigning part (though much obliged to
you for it), becaufc 1 have twenty other fubjects more preﬁing to talk of.
The firft is to thank you for your exceffive goodnefs to my dear old friend—
the has fome indifcretions, and you muft not have any o her; but fhe has
the beft heart in the world, and I am happy, at her great age, that the has
{pirits enough not to be always upon her guard. A bad heart, efpecially
after long experience, is but too apt to overflow mwardly with prudence.
At leaft, as I am but too like her, and have correéled too few of my faulta.
I would fain perfuade myfelf that {ome of them flow from a good prin-
ciple—but I have not time to talk of myfelf, though you are much too
partial to me, ‘and give me an opgortumty yet I fhall not take it.

Now for Englifh news, and then your letter again.

Therc has been a great mortality here; though death has rathcr been jm!
than a volunteer. , as 1 told lady Axleﬁmry laft poft, ‘thot " himfelf.
He is dead, totally undone. 'Whether that alone was the caufc or whether
he had not done fomething worfe, I doubt. I cannot conceive that, with

his refources, he thould hnvc been hopdcfs—and“to fufisc& hxm of dehcacy,
impoﬂible, ._ ,

A fthip is arrived from Amcnca, and I doubt Wxth very bad nm er
none but trifling letters have yet been given out—but I am here, fee nobody
4 . that

—
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that knows any thing, and only hear by accident from people that drop iu.
The floop that is to bring the refult of the general affembly is not yet come,
There are indeed rumours, that both the non-importation and evén non-
exportation have been decreed ; and that the flame is univerfal. 1 hope
this is exaggerated ! yet Iam told the ftocks will fall very much in a day -
or two.

.

I'have nothing to tell lady Ailefbury, but that 1 hear a deplorable account
of the opera. *Therc is a hew puppet-fhow at Drury-lanc, as fine as {cenes
can make it, called The Maid .of the Odks, and as dull as the author could
not help making it . . .

.

Except M, D'Herouville I know all the people you name. C. T doubt
by things I have heard formerly, ntay have been a concuffonnaire. The
duke, your profecfeur®, is mediocre enough: you would have been more
pleafed with his wife. The chevalier’s® bon-mot is excellent, and o is he.
He has as much bouftonneric as the Ttalians, with more wit and novelty,
His impromptu verfes often admirable.  Get madame du Deffund to thow
you his. Embafly to the princefs Chriftine, and his verfes on his eldeft uncle,
beginning, Sz monfieur de Veau. His fecond uncle has parts, but they are
not fo natural.  Madame de Caraman is a very good kind of woman, but
has not a quarter of her fifter’s parts. Madame de Mirepoix is 7/ agrecable
woman of the world, when fhe pleafes—but there muft not be a card in
the room. ILord has a&ed like himfelf; that is, unlike any body clfe.
You know, I believe, that | think him a very good fpeakes; but I have

‘little opinion of his judgment and knowjedge of the world, and a great
opinion of his affcctation and infincerity,  The abb¢é Raynal, though he
wrote that fine work on the commerce des deux Indes, is the moft tirefome
creature in the world.  The firft time I met him was ai the dull baron
d’Olbach’s : we were twelve at table: 1 dredded opening my mouth in
French, before {0 many people and {o many fervants: he began queftion-

+ Mr. Walpole's opinion of this author to- reception was what might be called good, but
tally changed upon the appcarance of The rather dv protetion. E.
Heire's, which he always called ¢ the genteeleit 3 The chevalier de Boufflers, whll known for
comedy” in the Englith language. . his Letters from Switzerland, addrefled to his
2 TLe duc de 1a Valiere ; of whom Mr. Con- mother 5 his Reine de Goleonde, a tale; and
way had faid, that, when prefented to him, ““his a number of very pretty vers de focictc.  E.

Vor. V. . 4 ing
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ing me, crofs the table, about our colonies, which I underftand as I do
Coptic. I made him figns I wasdeaf. After dinner he found I was not,
and never forgave me. - Mademoifelle Raucoux I never faw till you told me
madame du Dcﬁ'and faid the was demoniaque fans chaleur! What painting!
- 1 fee her now.. Le Kain fomefimes pleafed me, oftener fot. Molé is
charming in genteel, or in pathetic comedy, and would be finc in tragedy,
if he waseftronger. Preville is always perfection. 1 like his wife in
affeCted parts, though not animated enou h There was a delightful
woman who did the lady Withforts, Idon’t knbw if there dtill, 1 think her
name mademoifelle Drouin ; and 4 fat woman, rather elderly, who fome-
times acted the foubrette. But you have mifled the Dumenil, and Caillaut!
What irreparable loffes ! *Madame du Deffand, perhaps—T don’t know—
could obtain your hearing the Clairon=——yet the Dumeml was ‘iufinitely
preferable. .

; », I
I could now almoft find in my heart to laugh at you for liking Boutin’s
garden’. Do you know, that I drew a plan of it, as the completeft ab-
furdity I ever faw. What! a river that wriggles at right angles through a
ftone-gutter, with two tanfy puddings that were dug out of it, and three or
four bedsin a row, by a corner of the wall, with famplcs of grafs, corn, and
of en friche, like a taylor’s paper of patterns! And you like thlS' I will tell
Park-place——Oh ! 1 had forgot your audience in dumb fhow—Well, as
madame de Sevigné faid, Le roi de Pruffe, c’eft le plus grand roi du monde
ftill*. My love to the old parliament : 1 don’t love new ones,

I went feveral times to madame de Mongonfeil's, who is Juﬁ what you
fay. Mefdames de Tingri & de la Vauguion I never faw ! madame de
N oalllas once or thce, and enough,  You fay fomething of madame Maﬂet,

* See anothet Judicrous acfcnpﬁon of this polite | and tbcn‘ «court fo pohﬁmf | ~Tbc
garden in a letter to Mr. Chute. _emperor indeed talked to me every day ; fo did

* This alludes to Mr. Conway’s prefentation the king of Pruflia ,tgguhrly and much: but
to the king of France, Louis XVI. at Fontaine- that was not to be. compared to the extraordi-
bleau, of which in his letter to Mr. Walpole he nary reception of ~his moft chriftian majefly, ¢
gives the following account : “WE, who, when 1 was prefn’ied,dnd not ftop, nor

“ On St. Hubert’s day in the morning I had look to fee what fort oﬁ an animal was offered
the honour of being prefented to the king : *twas _to his notice, but carried his hcad,m it feemed

a good day and an excellent deed. You may fomewhat higher, and paffed lns way”
e fure I was well received, the French are fo
A : - which
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which I could not read ; for, by thc way, your brother and I agree that you
are grown not to write lchbly is that lady in being? Iknew her formerly,
Madame de Blot I know, and monfieur de Paulmy I know, but for -
heaven’s fake who is col. Conway'? Mademoifelle Sanadon is /a Jana
donna, and net mademoifelle Ce/adon®, ay™you-call her. Pray affure my -
good monfieur Schoualow of my great regard: he is one of the beft of
beings. .

I'bave faid all I could, at leaft all T fhould. I referve the reft of my
paper for a poftfcnpt 3 for this is but Saturday, and my letter cannot depart
till Tuefday : but I could not for one minute defer anfwering your charm-
ing volumes, which intereft ne fo much. I grieve for lady Harriet's *
fwclled face, and with for both their fakes fhe could transfer it to her father.
I affure her I meant nothmg by defiring you to fee the verfes to the princefs

hriftine *, wherein there is very profanc mention of a pair of {welled
“cheeks. I hear nothing of madame d'Olonne’.—Oh ! make madame du
" Deffand thow you the fweet portrait of madame de Prie, the duke of
Bourbon’s miftrefs °. . Have you feen madame de Monaco, and the remains
of madame de Brionne? If you wifh to fee Mrs. A——, afk for the pincefle
de Ligne. If you have fcen monfieur de Maurepas, you have feen the late
lord Hardwicke . By your not naming him, I fuppofe the duc de Nivernois
is not at Paris. Say a great deal for me to M. de Guifnes. = You will not fee
my paffion, the duchefs de Chatillon, If you fee madame de Nivernois, you
will think the duke of Newcaftle i is come to life again. Alas! where is my

poﬁfcnpt ?

. .
*An aﬁccr in the French feﬂlce ; 4By the chevalier de Boufflers..
* Mademoifclle Sanadon, a hd, who lived =% The beautiffl enamel miniature of madame-
with madame du Deffand. d’Olonne, now at Strawbcrry-hnll 4

3 Lady Harriet Stanhope, afterwards married  © This portrait is now at Strawberry-hill..
to lord Foley, was at this time MPamwnh her 7 He meads front thou' perfonal re{emblance.
~ ‘

‘fathetthecﬁlofﬂmngun- ‘
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LETTER XCVII

TR A b

& .‘@-” S
Arlmgton-ﬁre‘ct, November 27, 1774

1 HAVE received your <ehghtfully plump packet with a letter of fix
pages, one from madame du Deffand, the Eloges, and the Lit de juftice.
Now obferye my gratitude : I appoint you my refident at Paris; but you
are not to refemble all our minifters abroad and expc& to live at home,
which would deftroy my lord Caftlecomer’s* vigy in your ﬁayl 1g at Paris.
However, to prove to you that I have fome gratitude that is not totally
felfith, I will tell you what little news I know, before I anfwer your letter;
for Englifh news, to be fure, is the moﬁ agrccable cxrcumﬂ:ancc ina lettcr
from England. ‘ Yt Wl e g

Al

On my commg to town yefterday, there was nothing but more deaths——- -
don’t you think we have the plague? the bifhop of Worcefter, lord Breadal ®
bane, lord Strathmore. The firft fell from hxs horfe, or with his horfe,
at Bath, and the bifhoprick was: mcontmently given to bifhop North.

Am®¥ica is ftill more refralory, and T doubt will outvote the muuﬁry
Thcy have picked general Gage’s pockct of three pigces of cannon, and in-
tercepted fome troops that were going to him, Sir William Draper is
writing plans of pacification in our ncw(papcrs ; and lord Chatham flatters
himfelf that he fhall be fent for when the patient is gwcn over; which 1
don’t think 4t all unlikely to happen. My poor nephew * is very political
too: fo we ¢hall not want mad-doétors. A-.propos, I hear Wilkes fays he
will propofe M—s—— for fpcakcr. . it

T,

The_ecclefiaftical coutk are coie to a refolutmri? that ‘the duchefs o
ngﬁoiN{Mrs Hervey ; and ‘the fentence will be public in a f%‘mpght.
It is not fo certain that fhe*willlofe the eftate. Auguﬂus 3 is not ina much
more plcafan; predicament#han the is. 1 faw lord Briftol laft night: he.
looks mrfe&iy wcll but his fpeech is much aMed, and hla r:ght hand. -

s(\g)‘. kT

3 A cant phrafe of Mr. Walpcle 8y whxcb took “ Yes, indeed
its rife from the followmg fthrys . - Caftlecomer.? 2
. The tutor of a young lord Caftlecomer, who s George 'Walpole, earl of Otford- N
: Jived at T'wickenham with his mother,  having ©  * Augutus Hemy, to whom ' the was firft
‘broke his leg, fomebody pitying s;:c poor man, mlmed. ;
to the ;nothet, lady Caﬁlecomer. rcphed, 4y , Mg

lﬁﬁ‘m mmmment :4 my lord

-
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Lady Lyttelton, who, you know, never hears any thing that has hap-
pened, wrote to me two days ago, to afk if it would not be neceflary for you
to come over for the meeting of the parliament. T anfwered, very gravely,
that to be fure you ought: but though fir Yames Morgan threatened you
loudly with a’petition, yet, as it could n&F be~heard &ill ‘after Chriftmas, I
was afraid you would not be perfhaded to come fooner. I hope the will
inquire who fir Fames Morgan is, and that people willyperfuade her fhe has
made a confufion about fir James ew——, Now for your letter.

I have been in the chambre de parlement, I think they call it the grande
chambre ; and was thown the ‘corner in’ which the monarchs fit,. and do-
not wonder you did not guels where it was they fat. It is juft like the
dark corner, under the window, where I alw-ays fat in the houfe of coth~
mons. What has happened, ‘has ,paffed exaétly according to my ideas.
When one king breaks one parliament, and another another, what can the
refult be but defpotifm? or of what elfe is it a proof ! If a'tery king dif-
places his father’s whig lord chamberlain, neither lord chamberlain has the
more or the lefs power over the theatres and court-mournings and birth-day
balls. ~ All that can arrive-is, that the people will be ftill mor€ agtached to
the old parliament, from this feeming reftitution of a right—but the people
muft have fome power before their attachment can fignify a ftraw. The
old parliament too may fome time or other give itfelf more airs" on this cou-
feffion of right; but that too cannot be but in a minority, or when the

_power of the crown is leflened by reafons that have nothing to do with the

parliament. 1 will anfwer for it, they will be too grateful to give umbrage
to their reftorer. Indecd'l.d.id not think the people would be'fo quick-
fighted at once, as to fee the diftinétioh of old and rfew was without a

~ diffe . Methinks France and England are like the land and the fea;

one gets a little fcnfc:ﬁ’ghen the other lofes it, : ey

Iam quit'e fatisfied with all you tell me about my friend. My intention.
is certainly to fee her again, if 1 am able; but Iam too old to ;‘l_,ay iplans,
efpecially when it depends on the defpot gout to regifter or cancel them, It
is even melancholy to fee her, when it will probably be but once more; and

- il more melancholy, when we ought to fay to one another, in, a. different

W

fenfe from the common, 4 revoir ! However, as mine is a pretty cheerful”

* We have feen thefe airs not only the caufe of its own deftruckion, but of one of the greatelt

~ rewolutions tbncvuwetrllccmzur.ope Y
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kind of philofophy, I think the beft way is to think of dying,. but to talk
and aét as if one was not to die; or elfe one tires other people, and dies
before one’s time. I have truly all the. affeftion and attachment for her
that fhe deferves from me, or I thould not be fo very thankful as I am for
your kindhefs to her. | The Shmifeuls will certainly return at Chriftmas,
and will make her life much more agreeable. The duchefs has as much
attention to her as I‘y:_ould have ; but that will not keep me from making
her a vifit, s ;

I have only feen, not known, the younger madame de Boufflers. . For
her mufical talents, T am little worthy of them—yet I am juft going to lady
Bingham's to hear the Baftardella, whom, though the firft finger in Italy,
Mrs. Yates could not or would not agree with *; and fhe is to have twelve
hundred pounds for finging twelve times at the Pantheon, w11ere, if the had
a voice as loud as lord Clare’s, the could not be heard. The two bons~
mots you fent me are excellent; but, alas! I had heard them both before :
confequently your own, which is very good too, pleafed me much more.
M. de Stainville T think you will not like: he has fenfe, but hasa
military har(bnefs, that at leaft did net fuit me—and then I hate his barba~
rity to his wife *

You was very lucky indeed to get one of the fixty tickets®. Upon the
whole, your travels have been very fortunate, and the few mortifications
amply compenfated. If a duke* has been fpiteful when your back was
turned, a hero-king has been all courtefy, If another king has been filent,
an emperor hasebeen fingularly gracious. Frowns or filence may happen
to any body: the {iniles have been addrefled to you particularly.—So was the
ducal frown indeed—Dbut would you have carned a fmile at the price fet on
it ? ‘One cannot do right and be always applauded—but in fuch ‘Hfes are
not frowns tantamount ?_ i e :

As my letter will not fet forth till the day after to-morrow, I referve the
reft for dny additional news, and this time wi/ referve it. :

* To ﬁng at the opera. ed by Louis W.-um ﬁﬁigatim'ofme‘&ém
* Upon a fufpicion of gallantry, fhe was con- -cellor Maupou, and fupprefled the new one of ~
“w for life. M mﬁon- E‘ » 4

3 To fee the lit de juftice held by Louis XVI.. 4 The duke de Choifeul, -
* when he recalled the parliament of Paris bagiﬁ\-. e

3 & LD LS
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St, Parliament’s day, 2gth, after breakfaft,

Tue {peech is faid to be firm, and to talk 01' the rebellion of our province
of Maffachufets. . No floop is arrived yet to tell us how to call the reft,
Mr. Van is to move for the expulfion of Wilkes ; which avill diftrefs, and’
may produce an odd fcene. Lord Holland is certainly dead; the papers
fay, Robinfon too, but that I don’t know :—fo many deaths of late make
report kill to nght and left

——

LETTER XCVIIL,
Arlington-ftreet, December 15, 1774.

&

AS I wrote to lady Ailefbury but®on Tuefday, I thould not have followed
it fo foon with this, if I had nothing to tell you but of myfelf. My gouts
are never dangerous, and the fhades of them not important. Howcvcr, to’
difpatch this article at once, I will tell you, that the pain I felt yefterday in
my elbow made me think all former pain did not deferve the name.- Hap-
pily the torture did not laft above two hours; and, which is more furprifing,
it is all the real pain I have felt; for though my hand has been as fore as if
flayed, and that both feet are lame, the bootikins demonftrably prevent or
extrat the fting of it, and I fee no reafon not to expeét to get out in a
fortnight more. = Surely, if I am laid up but one month in two years, inftead
of five or fix, I have rcafon to think the bootikins fent from hcavcn

The long expected ﬂoop 15 .arrmd at Jaft, and is indeed a man.of war ! 1
The gencral cohgrcfs havc voted,

A non-xmportatxon.
A non-exportation.
A non-confumption. - o

That, in cafe of hoftilities committed by the troops at Bofton; the feveral
- provinces will march to the a(ﬁﬁancc of their countrymcn. :

That thmcarsoes of ﬂnps now at fea fhall be fold on their arm al, and the |
money arifing thence given to tbe poor at Bofton, by
_ t
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That a letter, in the nature of a petition of rights, fhall be fent to the
king ; another to the houfe of commons ; a third to the people of England;
a demard of repeal of all the ats of parliament affe¢ting North America
paffed during this reign, as alfo of ‘the Quebec-bill: and “thefe refolutions
‘not to be altcrcd- till fuch re‘pcal 1s obtained. -

Well, I kelieve you do not regret being neither in parliament nor in ad-
miniftration! As you are an idle man, and have nothing elfe to do, you may
fit down and tell one a remedy for all this. Perhaps you will give yourfelf
aizs, and fay you was a prophet, and that prophets are not honoured in their
own country.— Yet, if you have any mfplratmn about you, I affure you it will
be of great fervice-——We asc at our wit’s end—which was no great journey.
—Oh! you conclude lord Chatham’s crutch will be fuppofed a wand, and
be fent for—They might as well fend for my crutch; and they thould not
- have it; the-ftile is a Tittle too high to help them over. His lardfhip is a
Iittle fitter forraifing a ftorm than laying one, and of late feems to have
loft both virtues. Thc Americans at leaft have ated like men, gone to the
bottom at once, and fet the whole upon the whole.  Our conduét has been -
that of pert children: we have thrown a pebble at a maftiff,and are furprifed it
was not frightened. Now we muft beworried by it, or muft kill the guardian
of the houfc, which will be plundered the moment little mafter has nothing
but the old nurfe to defend it. "But I have done with refleétions ; you will
be fuller of them than I. oA i Bl T

¢
L

i e .
‘ . LET‘TER XCIX.
% ; o

Arlxnghon-ﬂ'reet, Dccembm' 26, x774~

1 BEGIN my letter, to-day, to prevent the fatigue of ditating two to-
moriow. In the firft and bcﬁ place, I am very near recovered; that is,
though ftill 2 mommy, I have no pain left, nor fcarce any fenfation of gout
except in my right hand, which is till in complexion and- fhape a lobfter’s
claw, Now, unlefs an body can prove to me thg:thmé wecks are longer
than five ponths and a {mlf they will hardly comitlcc me that the bootikins
are not a cure for fits of the gout, anda very fhort cure, though they can-
not prevent it: nor perliaps is‘it to be withed they fhould; for, if the gout
prevents every thing elfe, would. not ong. have {omething that does? I have

i
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but-one fingle doubt left about the bootikins, which is, whether they do not
weaken my breaft: but as I am fenfible that my own f{pirits do half the
mifchief, and that, if I could have held my tongue, and kept from talking and
dicating letters, I thould not have been ha d as [ have been, there re-
mains but half due to bootikins on the balance : \and furelp the ravages of
the laft long fit, and two years more in age,-ought to make another deduc-
tion. Indeed, my forcing myfelf to dictate my laft letter to® you almoft
killed me; and fince the gout is not dangerous to me if [am kept perfectly
quiet, my good’old friend muft have patience, and not infift upon letters from
me but,when it is quite eafy to-me to fend them. So much for me andsmy
gout. I will now endeavoursto anfwer fuch parts of your laft letters as I
can in this manner, and confidering how difficult it is to read ypur writing
in a dark room,

I have not yet been able to look into the French harangues you fent me.
Voltaire’s verfes to Robert Covelle are not oaly very bad, but very con-

temptible.

I am delighted with all the honours you receive, and with all the amufe-
ments they procure you, which is the beft part of honours,  For the glori-

ous part, I am always like the man in Pope’s Donne,
EL

¢ Then happy he who fhows the tombs, faid 1.”

That is, they are leaft troublefome there. The ferenifime’ you met at
Montmorency is one of the leaft to my tafte ; we quarrelled about Rouffeau,
and I never went near him after my firfk journey, Madame du D. will
tell you the ftory; if the has not forgotten it.

It is fuppofed here, that the new procezsdings of the French parliament
will produce great effects : T don’t fuppofe any fuch thing. What America
will produce I know ftill lefs ; but certainly fomething very ferious.  The
merchants have fummoned a meeting for the fecond of next month, and
the petition from the congrefs to the king is arrived.  The heads have been
fhown to lord D-————; but I hear one of the agents is againft prefenting
itz yet itis thought it will be delivered, and then be ordered to be laid before
parliament. . The whole affair has alrcady been talked of there on the army.

| | ~* The prince de Conti. S i |
4 ¥ox. V. . Aa and
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and navy-days; and Burke, they fay, bas fhone with amazing wit and ridi-
cule on the late inactivity of Gage, and his lofing his cannon and ftraw ; on
his ‘being intrenched in a town with an army, of obfervation; with that army
being, as fir William Meredith had faid, an afylum for magiftrates,.and to
" fecure the port: Burke faid, he had heard of an afylum for dcbtors and
whores, never for magiftrptes ;5 and of fhips, never of armies, fccurmg a port
This is all Yhere has becn in parliament,” but eletions, Coerpe F—='s
place did not come into queftion.  Mr. ==, who is one of the new eleét,
has opened, but with no fuccefs. There isa feaman, Luttreld, that promifes
much better. - wist Ay Al
1 am glad you like the duchefs de Lauzun *: fhe is one of my favourites.
The hotel du Chatelet promifed to be very fine, but was not finithed when
1 was laft at Paris. 1 was much pleafed with the perfon that flept againft
St. Lambert’s poem: I wifh I had thought of the noftrum, when Mr. -
a thoufand years ago, at Liyons, would read an epic poem tome juft as I had
received a dozen letters from England. - St. Lambert is a great jackanapes,
and a very tiny genius. I fuppofe the poem was The Seafons, which is four
fans {pun out into a Georgxc.

If 1 had not heen too 111 I thould have thought of brddmg you hear mid-
night mafs on Chriftmas-eve in madame du Deffand’s tribune, as I ufed to do.

* She became duchefle de Biron upon the death fame circumftances with herfelf, had no fuch
of her hufband’s gnndfathcr, the marechal duc refourcel of their own.
de Biron. This amiable Being, in the prime of life,"and

This amiable, interéfting, and vmuoua wo- unacculed of any crime, was firft confined in
man, the purity of whofe charater, even under = her own houfe, then fent to a common jail, and
all the unfavourable circumftances of an ill- foon after fell an undiftinguithed viétim to the
fuited marriage and a hufband’s ftrange ne- bloody and ruthlefs tyranny of Robefpxerre
glect, neither French profigacy mor French ~ That. there may have perifhed, in the courfe of
levity had ever dared afperfe, having twice fled his indifcriminate flaughter, many viQtims
to this country, after the revolution in her own, equally innocent, is hardly to be doubied ; but
to avoid that violence and thofe perfecutions to  thofe who were perfonally acquainted with the
which her noble birth and ‘great perfonal for- ‘mild unmeddling charatker, the quiet unaffum-
tune could alone make brr hpbh, nmdﬂf;dly ing fenfe, qu ;hg modeft diffident manners of
returned to Baris in the fprin 1794, the d &ron. ¢an never figure her to
deluded by fallacious promxﬁw&' fec ?;Qy nndP ed by ruffians to a prifon, and
hopes of preferving fome of the very lm'fmo puMg plﬁliclyon ﬁ,czfold, without peculiar
tune to which fhe was heirefs, to afiift thofe of &wmmn of horror, melancholy, uxd d:fguﬁ.
her friends and dependants, who, involvedinthe * "8 E.

‘ To
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To be fure, you know that her apartment was part of madame da Monte-
fpan’s, whofe arms are on the back of the grate in madame du Deffang's own
bed-chamber. ~ A-propos, afk ‘her to thow you madame de Prie’s picture,
M. le Duc’s miftrefs—I am very fond of it

hiftory. & b b

I have but two or three words more. RememBer my parceliof letters
from ‘madame du D. and pray remember this injunétion, not to ruin your-
felves in bringitg prefents. - A very flight fairing of a guinea r two obliges
as much, is more fathionable, ahd not a moment fooner forgotten than a

- magnificent one ; and then yop may very cheaply oblige the more perfons :
. but as the fick fox, in Gay’s Fables, fays (for one'always excepts onefelf),

“ A chicken too might do me good—"

I allow you to go as far as three or even five guineas for a fnuff-box for
me: and then, as told the king, when he afked for the re-
verfion of the Light-houfe for two lives, and the king reproached him with
having always advifed him againft granting reverfions; he replied, * Oh fir,
but if your majefty will give me this, I will take care you fhall never give
away another,” : 4

3

Adieu, with my own left hand,

HOR. WALVOLE.
o ~Ln'r"rzn-'c.'- e |
l AW!, Dwembcrzs, 1774+

. NO child was ever fo delighted to go into breeches, as I was this morning
to get on a pair of cloth fhoes as big as Jack Harris's : this joy may be the
fpirits of dotage—but what fignifies whence one is happy ? Obferve too
that this is wyitten with my own right hand, with the bootikin actually
upon it, which bas no diftin&ion of fingers : o [ no longer {ce any miracle
in Buckinger; who was famous for writing without hands or feer [as if it was.
& ‘Aa 2 indifferent
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indifferent which one ufes, provided one has a pair of either]. Take notice,
I write fo much better without fingers than with, that 1 advife you to try a.
bootikin. ~To be fure, the operation is a little flower ; but to a pnfoncg,
. the duration of 'hxs amufc/t;xjnt is,of far more confequence than the vivacity
of it. »

Laft mght I received your very kind, 1 mlght fay Jyour letter tout court, of
Chriftmas-day, By this time I truft you are qsmtc out of pain about me.
My fit has been as regular as poffible ; only, as if the bootikins were poft-
horfes,- it made the grand tour of all my limbs in three weeks. If it will
always ufe the fame expedition, I am contert it fhould take the Journcy
once in two years. You muft mot mind my breaft: it was always the
weakeft part of a very weak fyftem ; yet did not fuffer now by the gout,
but in confequence of it ; and would not have been near fo bad, if I could
have kept from talking and di@ating letters. The moment I am out of

ain T am in high {pirits ; and though I never take any medicines, there is
one thing abfolutely necellary to be put into my mouth—a gag.. At prefent
the town is fo empty that my tongue is a fine-cure.

I am well acquainted with the Bibhotheque du Roi, and the medals, and
the prints, 1 fpent an entire day in looking over the Enghfh portraits, and
kept the librarian without his dinner till dark night, till I was fatisfied.
Though the Choifeuls * will not acquaint with you, I hope their abbé Barthe-
lerai® is not put under the fame quarantine. Befides great learning, he has
infinite wit and poliffonnerie, and i is one of the beft kind of men in the world.
Asto the grandpapa % il ne nous aime pas nous autrcs, and has never forgiven
lord Chatham. Though exceedingly agreeable himfelf, T don’ t think his tafte
exquifite.—Perhaps I was piqued; but he feemed to like —— better than
any of us. Indeed I ama little afraid that my dear friend’s impetuous zeal
may have»bccn a little too prompt in prefling you upon them d'abord :—but
don’t fay a word of this—it is her great goodnefs.—I thank. you a million
of times for all y youraﬂtp her :—fhe is perfc&ly gramful $08 i

A

* Mr. Comay an& ﬂie l&diu eihimmty had: @ The mthm' ui the Voyage du ﬁme Ana-
met with the moft flattering and diftinguifhed daarﬁc

recéption at Paris from every body but ﬂ:e'duc
and ducheffe de Choifeul, who rather 1 foi X Amme given to the duc de“ Cbmi'enl by
“The

decline their acquaintance, E. - marhme du Deffand,
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The chevalier’s * verfes are pretty enough. I i in’

gh. T own Ilike Saurin’s* much-
better than you feem to do. Perhaps I am prejudiced - A
chancellor at the end. _ PN o curff o

have not heard even a lie : - but as this will not {d out thefe th it i
ie : . ree days, it
to b; hopc':;l1 foxx}xlc charitable chriftian will tell albody one. Latclyy;ncilcc:;
we ‘heard that the king of Spain had abdicated ; but T believe it fc
ftock-jobber that had depoled him. : . e

Not a word of news here. In a fick-room th\n all there is, but I
f¢

Lord George Cavendith, for my folace in my retirement, has given me a
book, the Hiftory of his own Furnefs-abbey, weitten by a Scotch ex-jefuit.
I cannot fay that this unnatural conjunétion of a Cavendifth and a jefuit has
produced a lively colt ; but I found ene paffage worth any money. It isinan
extraét of a conftable’s journal kept during the civil war; and ends thus :
“ And there was never heard of fuch troublefome and diftralted times u

Tout Paris féte Malefherbes,
Le plus grand et Je moing fuperbe
Des revenans*.

* Verfes written by the chevalier de Boufflers,
to be prefented by madame du Deffand to the
duke and duchefs of Choifeul. They are mere

vers de focieté, and would not be tolerable out
Jadis Porateur qu’on renomme,

of the fociety for which they were written. E.

» They were addreffed to Mr. de Malefherbes,
then premier prefident de la cour des aides 3
fince ftill more diftinguifhed by his having been
~the intrepid, though unfuccefsful advocate
chofen by the unfortunate Louis RVL on his
¢rial, He foon after perithed by the fame guillo-
tine, from which he could not preferve his ill-
fated mafter. E, -

Sur monfieur de Malefherbes, premier prefi-
" dentdela cour desaides.

_O! quon aime la bonhommic
- Qui 3&0‘1}# grande ame #allic
" Auxgrands talents! G,

gk

De l'exil revenu i Rome; |
 Edt méme accueil :
Mais le Ciceron de la France
De Vautre a toute 'éloquence
Sans fon orgueil.
.

Amis, fa gloire 'embarraffe,

11 faudra pourtant qu’il s’y faffe s -
Mais filons doux, - 3

Et nous repofons fur 'biftoire 5

Sans plus lui parler de fa gloire

s
* Buvorls y tous— ar
A celui qui fi bien confeille
Son maitre, dontil a Poreille®,
Buvons aufli B0 e Y
A fa fanté——7Je vous la porte,
Mais difons que‘le diable gmporte -
.On fgait bien qui! R TF

» Le due de Chioifeul.

o ot s :
s The m:mbm& the recalled parliament were called Jes revenans.
e e & l [c
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thefe five years have been, but ¢ffiecially for comflables.” It is fo natural,
" that inconvenient tomy lord Caftlecomer is {carce a better proverb,

Pray tell lady A. that though fhe has been fo very good to me, I addrefs
my letters to yousrather thgfi to her, becaufe my pen is not always upon its
guard, but is apt to fay whatever comes into its nib ; and then if the peeps
over your thoulder, I am cénfé not to know it.  Lady Harriet’s withes have
done me great good : nothing but a father's gout could be obdurate enough
to refift them. *My Mrs. D. fays nothing. to me; butl give her intentions
credit, and lay her filence on you. . o s

. January 1, 17755 and a happy new year !

Iwark! Iwalk! walk alone !—I have been five times quité round my
room to-day, and my month is not up! The day after to-morrow I fhall
go down into the dining-room ; the next week to“take the air ; and then -
if Mrs. - is very prefling, why, I don’t know what may happen.
Well! but you want news—there are none to be had. They think there is
a thip loft with Gage’s difpatches.  Lady Temple gives all her diamonds to
mifs Nugent. Lord Pigot loft 400 pounds the other night at princefs
Amelia’s. Mifs Davis has carried her caufe againft Mrs. Yates, and is to -
fing again at the opera. This is all my coffee-houfe furnithed this morning.

— w‘ — .
< Sl T T BR Gl

L

Atlington-frect, January 15, 177 I3

YOU have made me very happy by faying your journey to Naples is laid
afide. . Perhaps it made (too great impreffion on me; but you muft reflect,
that all my life I have fatisfied myfelf with your being perfe&t, inftead of
trying to be fo myfelf. Idon’t atk you to return, though I with it: in
truth, there is nothing to invite you. 1don’t want you to come and breathe
fire aud {fword againfi the Boftonians, like ‘that fecond duke of Alva the in-
flexible lord, G G——— or to anathematize the court and all its
works, like the incorruptible B. who fcorns lucre, except when he can buy
an hundred thoufand acres from naked Caribs for a fong. Idon’t want you
to do any thing like a party-man. I truft you think of every party as I do,

" 6 : ; with
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with contempt, from lord Chatham's muftard-bow! down to lord Rocking-
ham’s hartthorn. . All perhaps will be tried in their turns ; and yet, if they -
had genius, might not be mighty enough to fave us—From fome ruin or
other I think nobody can, and what fignifies an option of mifchiefs ?

An account is come of the Boftonians havingvoted an army of fixteen
thoufand men, who are to be called minute-men, a8 they are to be ready at a
minute’s warning. T'wo .dire&ors or commiffioners, I don’t know what
they are called, arc appointed. There has been too a kind of mutiny in
the gsth regiment. A foldier-was found drunk on his poft. Gage, in this
time of danger, thought rigeur neceflary, and fent the fellow to a court-
martial. " ‘They ordered 200 lathes. The generdl ordered them to improve
their fentence. Next day it was publifhed in the Bofton Gazette. He
called them before him, and requiretl them on oath to abjure the communi-
cation: three officers refufed. Poor G. is to be fcape-goat, not for this,
but for what was a reafon againft employing him, incapacity. 1 wonder at
the precedent ! Howe is talked of for his fucceflor.~~Well, I have done
with you !—Now I fhall go g?ﬁip with lady A, |
~You muft know, madam, that near Bath is ere@ed a new Parpaflus, com-
pofed of three laurels, a myrtle tree, a weeping-willow, and a view of the
Avon, which has been new chriftened Helicon. ' Ten years ago there lived
a madam ———; an old rough humourift who pafled for a wit ; her daughter
who paffed for nothing, married to a captain =—-, full of good-natured offi-
cioufnefs. Thefe good folks were friends of mifs Rich ', who®carried me to
dine with them at — , now Pindus. *They caught a dittle of what was
‘then called tafte, built and planted, and begot children, till the whole cara-
van were forced to- go abroad to retrieve. Alas! Mrs. ~— is returned a
beauty, a genius, a Sappho, a tenth mufe, as<omaatic as mad'e Scuderi,
and as fophifticated as Mrs, Ve———. The captain’s fingers are loaded
with cameos, his tongue runs over  with virtis and that both may con-

. tribute to the improvement of their own couutry, they have introduced
buct&f%&’as a new difcovery. They hold a Parna(lus-fair every Thur{day,
give out rhymes and themes, and all the flux of quality at Bath centend for
the prizes. A Romau vafe dreffed with pink ribbands and myrtles receives

: z.Dan;htlcl. ofﬁr WM and fifter to the fecond wife of George lord Lyttelton.

R s

the

L asy
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the poetry, which is drawn out every feftival : fix )udccs of thefe Olympic
games retire and felec the brighteft compafitions, which the refpeétive fuc-
cefsful dcknowledge, kneel to Mrs. Calliope , kifs her fair hand, and
are crowned by it “with myrtle, with—1Idon’t know what.  You may thihk
" this a fiction, er cxagveruon —Be dumb, unbelievers! The colle¢tion 1s

printed, publithed —Yesjon my faith! there are bouts-rimés on a buttered
muffin, by her grace thé duchefs of Northumberland ; receipts to make
them by Corydon the venerable, alias ; others very pretty, by lord
P ; fome by lord C ; many by Mrs. herfelf, that
have no fault but wanting metre ; and immortality promifed to her without
end or meafure, In fhort, fince folly, which never ripens to.madnefs but in
this hot climate, Tan diftrdéted, there never was any thing fo entertaining,
or {o dull—for you cannot read {o long as I have becn telling.

C

January 17.

Brrore I could finifh ‘this, T received your difpatches by fir T. Clarges,
and a moft entertaining letter in three tomes. It is being very dull not to
be able to furnith a quarter fo much from your own country—but what can
Ido? You are embarked in a new world, and I am living on the fcraps of
an old one, of which I am tired. The beft I can do is to reply to your
letter, and not attempt to amufe you when I have nothing to fay. I think
the parliament meets to-day or in a day or two—but I hope you are coming—
Your brother fays fo, and mad. du Deff. fays fo ; and fure it is time to leave
Paris, when you know ninety of the inhabitants. There feems much af-
feation in thofe that will not know you'; and affectation is always a lit-
tlenefs—it has been even rude ; but to be fure the rudenefs one feels leaft
is that which is addreffed to one before there has been any acquaintance.

Ninon came®, becaufe, ¢en mad. du D.’s mentioning it, I eoncluded it a
new work, and am difappointed. I can fay this by heart. . The picture of
mad. de Prie?, which you don’t feem to value, and fo mad. du "D. fays,
I believe 1 thall difpute with you: 1 think it charming, but when offered

to me years ago, Iy would not take it—it was now given to you a little a
mon intertion.

Iam forry that, amongft all the verfes you have fent me, you fhould have

* The duke de Choifeul. * The Life of Ninon de I’Enclos. * Itisnow at Strawberry-hill.
g forgotten



hopc you
T »W.lth; ym,,, Vot:mesm mtolcrably ﬁupxd, and not above
vel ¢ icers in garrifon.  Some of M, de Pezay's are very pretty,
gbth is too much of them ; and in- tmah I had feen them before,
Thofe: von mad. de la, Valiere pretty too, but.ongis a littlestired of Venys
and the Graces. I am moft pleafed with your' wn—and  if you have a
mind to like them ftill better, make mad. du D fhew you mines which are
neither &mh ‘nor mea.furq. nor metre.  She is unwilling to tell me fo;
‘whgchmvufss me. - Yours are mlly gcntcel and-new. 4

SL mvy g@u the Ruflian anccdotes s more thau M. de Chamfort’s 'fablcs,
of' which T know nothing ; and as you fay no more, I conclude T lofe not
much.  The ﬁqnes of fir Charles * aré {o far not new to me, that I heard
them of him from abroad after he was mad: but I believe no mortal of
. hx& acquaintanée ever heard them before ; nor did they at all correfpond
hi fo;mcr hﬂ;, thh h;s treatment of his wife, or his hiftory with Mrs.
ington, qui_ ’étoit pas dupe. 1 fay nothing on the othm' ftories you
tcll mc of blllets““dro“pped 5 et pour cau{c

A £l

I think I havc toug:hgd all your pamgraphs, and have nothing new to
fend you in return. In truth, 1 go no where but into [private rooms ; for I
am not enough recovered to rc-lauuch into the world whcn I have fo good
an excu{e for avonamg it, The bootikins have done. wom{ers s but even
two or thrce fuch viftories wzll coft too dear. 1 fubmit ycry patxently to my

?(’ % ¥ S o

_ qmn&ﬁna, fenr w;tk a * Thefc lméq d,q not ar. ' ’ e
e K e
bis at the beginr '-M WMMR B P aecount ‘of e bbelulion T Ruﬁa
was the uaiverful coftomat Paris to mh‘“‘" which placed Catherine II. on the throne, by

fnall 'MWWW#“WWJ- M. de Ia Ralhicre, now publifhed. ~ Mg, Cone’

i ""%m‘qu'mmMrc ot Ve Ly YA had#xmé wmd 3,1!: chnptlh 2 pﬁ-
o Neeft rare ni mignonne ; ol o s T AP B i s
chr qi:::fionnc.'w i’ ' 48:: Clm‘!cs Hmbury mmm. i
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68" tiaen ot And ‘broken, and it never was my fyftem to xm‘ﬂoﬁ‘, upon
myfclf when one can deceive nobody elfe. I have fpirits enopgh' for my
ufc, that is, amongft my friends and cotemporaries: I liks young people
‘and their happinefs for every thing but to live with ; but I cannot learn their
Tlanguage, nor tell them old fories, of which I mu& explain every ftep as |
go. Polmcs, the proper refource of age, I deteft~I am contented, but fee-
few that ar€ fo—and I néver will be led by any man’s felf-intereft. “A great
feene is opening, of which 1 cannot expeét to fee the end ; T am’ pretty fure
not a happy end——{o that, in thort, Tam determined ‘to_ thmk the reft of my
life buf a poftfcript : and as this has been too long an one, T will with you
good night, repeating whateyou know already, that the return of you three
18 the moﬁ acracablc profi)c& I cxpc& to fcc realmd. Adscu 0 S

LHvE T T E R Cll'
Strawberry-lnll July 9, 1975.

THE whole bufinefs of this letter would lie in half a line. Shall
have room for e on Tuefday the 18th? T am putting myfelf into motion
that I may go farther. I told madame du Deffand how you had fcolded me
on her account, and fhe has charged me to. thank you, and tell you how
much the wifhes to fee you too. I would give any thing to go——But the

going !———However; I really think I thall—bat I grow tembly aﬂ“c&cd thh
a maladxe de farmllc, that of taking root at bome

AH

from America. T wonder avhen it will be bad énoug&b“to m&% folks think
it fo, without going on ! The ftocks indeed begin to grow a little nervous,
and they are apt to affe other pulfes “Theard this evening here that the
Spanith flect is failed, and that we are not in the fecret %ther-—-bht I
don’t anfwer for Tw:ckbnham gazettes, and I have no better. 1 have a
~ great miud to tell ‘you a Twickenham ftory ; and yet it will bcgond for
nothing, as I cannot fend ybu the accent in a letter. Here itis ; and ) you muﬁ
try to fet it to the right emphafis. " One of our maccaronis is dead, a cap--
tain M » the tea‘man’s fon. Hs had qmttcd the army, bccaufg his

comrades :




mrade in Hyfon, and applw& himfclf to learn the chf
fics and frdg:thinking ; and was. ahhys difputing with the parfon of the
parith about ™Mo and his own fouli He married mifs Paulin’s warehoufe,
who had fix hundred a year; but, being very: ‘much out of conceit with hi
own camﬁer, could not reconcile himfelf to her ndmg-hood’-—-—fo \they parted
beds in three nights. Of late he has taken to writing comedies, which every
body was welcome to hear him read, as he could get nobo %a& &hem.
Mrs,: M—=has a friend, pne Mrs. Ve——, ‘a :ﬁx ghty plaufib good fort
of body, who feels for every body, and a good deal for herfclf' is of a certain
«agp"‘”mm well, has fome pretenfions that fhe thinks very rcafonabjc ftill,
- and a gouty hufband.  Well? fhe was talking to Mr, Raitor about captain
M——__ "3 little bﬁﬁm, he died. - Pray, fir, does thve capeﬂn CVer Commu-
nicate his writings to Mrs!" M= 2 Oh dear, no. madam ‘he lfns a fh.
vcreigrf contempt for her mldarﬁana’m ~—Poor woman !—And pray, fir,—
give me leave toafk you: IthinkI 'havc heard that they very feldom ﬂcup fo-
gcther ?—Oh, never, madam ! Don’t you know all that }—Poor woman !—
1 don’t know whether you will laugh; but Mr. Raftor, who tells a ftory
better than auy hody, made me laugh for two hours. Good mght.

o SERER AT TR SRS T ¢
. LE 'r"'r ER CmL
l’am; September 8, 171 5

THE delays of thc poﬁ, and its. departurc bcforc its amval faved me
{'ome days of anxiety for lady A—-, and prcvzntedamy telling you how con-
‘cerned Iam for her accident ; _though T truft byﬁxs time the has not even
pain left, l feel thc horro Mou u}uﬁ have felt durtﬁg her fuffering in the
" dark, ana cﬁ nﬂha'arm 3 and thauﬂ) bédy admucs her needle-
” 1, il T am rejoiced that xt,,w;lfbefm reateft fuffercram
Mmpaumt for fgrth ageow\t.. ‘Madame du peﬁmj,
know never loves Bcr friends. by e? and whofn Aimpatience
ws itfelf time to inform itfelf, s "‘_,avmtb ‘her wits becaufe I could

%

: aly hfmﬁ the accident hap}:ﬁed, and » whe wmsdhc

‘N.

h.th P°ﬁ W“J““ gone ; foon as I could mak
é fell mto a :cfw fxﬁmfs about lm’ faus for

e in M carriagc at Parﬁ-place, and dnﬂocated her wrift.
B b 2 madame
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madame de Marchais, and concludes theéy have been overturned ay broken
too. Infhort, I never faw any thing like her-—She has made engaements for
e till Monday fe’nnight ; in which are included 1 don’t kao# how many
Jz:u'meys into the country; and as nobody ever leaves her without her en-
gaging them for another time, all thefe parties will be fo many polypufes,
that will fhoot out into ncw ones every way. Madame de Jonfac, a great
friend of mine, arrived the day before yefterday, and madame du Deffand
has pinned her down to ‘meeting me at her hqufe four times before next
Tuefday, all parenthefes, that are not to interfere with our'other fuppers;
and from thofe fuppers T néver get to bed before two or three o'clock. In
“thort, I need have the activity of a fquirrel, and%he ftrength of a Hercules, to
go through my labours—not to count how many demélés I have had to rac-
commode, and how many memoires to prefent againft Tonton ', who grows
the greater favourite the more people he devours. AsIam the only perfon
who dare corret him, I have already infifted on his being confined in the
Baftile every day after five o'clock. T'other night he flew at lady Barry-
more’s face, and I thought would have torn her/eye out; but it ended in
biting her finger.  She was terrified ; the fell into tears. Madame du Def-
fand, who has too much parts not to fee every thing in its true light, per-
ceiving that the had not beaten Tonton half enough, immediately told us a
ftory of a lady, whofe dog having bitten a piece out of a gentleman’s leg,
the tender dame, in a great fright, cried out, “ Won't it imake my dog
fick " w <l ;

Lady Barrymore has takena houfel She will be ghutted with conguefts :
1 never faw any body fo much adinired. I doubt her poor little head will
be quite overfet. ‘ ,

Madame de Marchais is «charming ¢ ‘eloquence and. attention itfelf. I
cannot ftir for peaches, nefarines, grapes and bury-pears. You would
think Pomona was in love with me. - Tam not fo tranfported with N
cock and hen, They are a tabor and pipe that I'de not underftand. . He
“mouths and fhe fqueaks, and neither articulates.. M. d'Entragues I*have not -
feen. Upon the whole, I am much more ,plcaf'ediwitﬁ Paris than ever Lwas ;
and, perhaps, fhall ftay a hittle longer than I intended. The Harry

g Afa;onﬁ;ewéhg«of madame du Deffand’s, R
' @ O i G ren
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Grenvill\ * are arrived.  I'dined with them at madame de Viry's®, who has
: adghe conqueft of France by her behaviour on madame Clotilde's
wedding, ar the fétes fhe gave. Of other Englith I wot not, but grieve
the Richmonds do not come. \

I am charmed with doftor Bally ; nay, and with the king of Pruffia—as
muchas T can be with-a northern monarch. = For your Kragen, I think we
ought to procure a female one, and marry it to Ireland, that we may breed
fome new iflahds again(t we have loft America. 1 know.nothing of faid
America. There is not a Frerichman that does not think us diftracted,

I ufed to fcold you about your bad writing, ind perceive I-have written
in fuch a burry and blotted my letter {o much, that you will not be able to
read it : but confider how few morhents 1 have to myfelf. I am forced to
ftuff my ears with cotton to get any fleep.—However, my journey has done
me good. I have thrown off at leaft fifteen years. Here isa letter for my
dear Mrs. D from madame de , who thinks the dotes on you

all.  Adieu! : ;1 .

P.S. I ﬂtail briﬁg you two cloges df marfhal Catindt, not becaufe I ad-
mire them, but becaufe I.admire him, becaufe I think him very like you.

¢« “'LETTER cm. '
a4 Z " Paris, Oftober'6; 1775

IT will look like a month fince I wrote to you ; but I have been coming,

and am. * ‘Madame du Deffand has been {o ill, that the duy the was feized

I thought the would not live. till night, Her Herculean weakne(s, which
could not refift ftrawberries and cream after fupper, has {urmounted all the

, ups and downs which followed her excefs ; but her impatience to go every

where and do' every thing has been attended with 1 kind of relaple, and
LY Hem% Grepville, brother to the firt earl comte de Viry when he was minifter at Lon-
“Temple. He married mifs Margaret Banks, don from the court of Turin. She is one of the
the celebrated beauty. , ladies to whom Gray’s long {toryis addrefled. E.

. * Mifs Harriet Speed, She had married M. le ‘ A
& . . another

&
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another kind of giddinefs : fo that I am not quite eafy about h
allow her to take no nourithment to recruit, and fhe will d# of inani-
tion if the does not live upon it. She cannot lift her head 1 the pillow
)Cllhout étourdiffemens; and yet her fpirits gallop fafter than any body’s,
and fo do her repartees.  She has a great fupper to-night for the duc de
Choifcul, and was in fuch a spaffion yefterday with her cook about it, and
that put Tdnton into fuch a'rage, that nos dames de faint Jofeph thought
the devil or the philofophers were flying away,with their convent!” Ae I
have fcarce quitted her, I can have had nothmor to tell you,  If the gets'
well, as I truft, 1 fhall fet out on the 12th ; but T cannot leave herin any

danacr-—though 1 fhall run many myfelf, if I ftay longer. T have kept fuch :
bad hours with this ma/ade, that I have had alarms of gout ; and bad wea-'
ther, worfe inns, and a voyage in winter, will ill fuit me. The fans arrived’

at a propitious moment, and the immediately had them opened on her bed,
and felt all the patterns, and had all the papers defcribed. = She was all fatif-
faction and thauks,and {fwore me to do her full juftice to lady A—— and
Mrs. D Lord Harrington and lady Harriet are arrived ; but have
announced and perfifted in a ftriét invifibility..

T know nothing of my chere patrie, but what 1 learn from the London
Chronicle ; and that tells me, that the trading towns are fuing out lettres
de noblefle, that is, entreating the king to put an end to commerce, that
they may all be gentlemen. Here agriculture, ceconomy, reformation,
philofophy, are the bon-ton even at'court.  The two nations feem to have
croffed over aitd figured in 3 but as people that cdpytakc the bad with the good,
as well as the good with the bad, there was two days ago a great horfe-race
in'the plain de Sablon, between the comte d’Artois, thc duc de Chartres,
monfieur de Conflans, and the duc de Lavzun. The latter won by the
addrefs of a little Englith pqftillion, who is in fuch fathion, that I don’t
know whether the Academy will not give him fox thc fubje& of an eloge.

The duc dc Chmfcul, I faid, is here; and as he hm fecond i put off
his departure, cela fait beaucouy de bruit. I {hall not be'at all furprifed if '

he refumes the reins, as (forgive me a pun) he has the Rene already.
Mefirs. de Turgot and Malefherbes certainly totter—but 1 fhall tell you no
miore till I fee you; for, though this goes by a private hand, it is fo private,
that I don’t know it, being an Enghﬂ\ merchant's, who lodges in this hotel,

? as they

r-l‘
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ta
\ﬁﬁ whismn 1.do not know by fight : fo perhaps I rriay bring you word of
this letteAmyfelf, I flatter myfelf lady A——'s arm has recovered its
ﬁara.i‘ghtncfs‘" deeks cunning. - " - : * il x

‘Madame du Deffand fays I love you better than any thing in_the world
Iftrue, T hope you have not lefs penetration: if you have not, or it is not

true, what would profeffions avail ?—S8o I lcave that matter in fufpenfe.
Adieu ! By ;

4 . : : : O&ober .

Mapame du Deffand was 'quitc well yefterday ; and at near pne this
morning | left the duc de Choifeul, the duchefs de Gramnont, the prince
and princefs of Beauveau, princefs of Poix, the marechale de Luxembourg,
duchefs de Lauzun, ducs de Gontaut et de Chabot, and Caraccioli, round her
chaife longue ; and fhe herfelf was not a dumb perfonage. -1 have not heard
yet how fhe has flept, and muft fend away my letter this moment, as I muft
drefs to go to-dinner with monfieur de Malefherbes at madame de Ville-
gagnon’s.. I muft repofe a great while. after all this living in company ;
nay, intend to go very little into the world again, asd do not admire the
French way of burning one’s candle to the very fnuff in public. Tell
Mrs. D——, that the fathion now is to ereét the toupée into a high detached
tuft of hair, like a cockatoo’s creft; and this toupée they call la ji/iyfionomie
~—1I don’t guefs why.

L
s

"My laquais is come back from faint Jofeph’s, and fays Marie de Vichy* has
had a very good night 'and is'quite well .—Philip *, let my chdife be ready om
Thur{day. : :

_— &
LETTER CV.
Strawberry-hill, June 30, 1776.

I 'WAS 'very glad to receive your letter, not only becaufe always moft
glad to “hear of you, but becaufe T wifhed to write to you, and had ab-
folutely nothing to fay till I had fomething to anfwer. I haVe lain but
two nights in town fince I faw you, have been elfe conftantly here, very

"

et 1 ",;The maiden name of madame du Deffand.
3 Mr. Walpole's valet de chambre.
A I much

e
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much employed, though doing, hearing, knowing: exaétly nothingy””1 hdve:

had & gothic architcét from Cambridge to defign me a gallery, gvhich will
epd in 2 moufe, that is, in an hexagon clofet of fey d'xamqtcr.
} have been making a beauty-room, which was cffe&ed by buying two
dozen of {mall copies of fin Peter Lely, and hanging tl}cm up; and I have
been making hay, which is not made, ‘bcca\‘lfc 1 put it off for three days,
as I chofe it*fhould adorn the landfcape when 1 -was to have company:;
and {o the rain is come, and has drowned it—However, as 1 can even turp
#Mculator wherf it is'to comfort me for not minding my iftereft, I have
difcovered that it is five to ome better for me that/my hay fhould be {pgiled
than not; fot, as the cows will cat it if it is damaged, which horfes walls
not, and as I have five cows and but one horfe, is not it plain that the
worfe my hay is, the better ? Do not you with your refining head go, and,
out of exceffive friendfhip, find out {bmething to deftroy my fyftem. 1
had rather be a philofopher than a rich man ; and yet have {o little philo-
fophy, that 1 had much rather be content than be in the right.

Mr. and lady have been here four or five days—ifo 1 had both
content and exercife for my philofophy. = I wifh lady —— was as fortunate !
The Pembrokes, Churchills, Le Texier, as you will have heard, and the
Garricks, have been with us, Perhaps, if alone, I'might have come to you
—but you are all too healthy and harmonious. I can neither walk nor
fing—nor, indeed, am fit for any thing but to amufe myfelf in a fedentary
trifting way. What I have moft certainly not'been doing, is writing any
thing: a trutht] fay to you, but do not defire you to repeat. I -deignto
fatisfy fcarce any body elfe. “WHhoever reported that I was writing any
thing, muft have been {o totally unfounded, that they either blundered by
guefling without reafon, or knew they lied—and that could not be with any
kind intention ; though fayipg I am going to do what 1 am mot going to
do, is wretched enough. Whatever is faid of me without truth, any body
is welcome to believe that pleafes. In faét, though 1 have fearce a fettled

purpofe about any thing, I think I fhall never write any more. I have
written a great deal too much, unlefs I had written better, and I know I

thould now only write ftili worfe. ‘One’s talent, whatever it is, does not.
improve at near fixty—yet, if I liked it, I dare to fay a good reafon would
not ftop my inclination :—but I am grown moft indolent in that refpeét,
and .moft abfolutely indifferent to every purpofe of wvanity. Yet without
vanity I am become ftill prouder and more,contemptuous. I have a con-

tempt

e
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tempt for\my countrymen that makes me defpife their approbation. The
applayfe ortlaves gnd of the foolith mad is below ambition. Mine is the
‘hau@tineﬁ‘d'i"’i& ancient Briton, that cannot write what would pleafs
this age, and would not if he could. Whatever happens in America, this
country is undone. I defire to be reckoned of the laft age, and to be thought
to have lived to be fuperannuated, preferving my fenfes only for myfelf and
for the few I'value. I'cannot afpire to be traduced like Algernon Sydney,
and content myfelf with fagrificing to him amongft my lares, ~ Unalterable
in my principles, carelefs about moft things below effentials, *indulging
myfelf in ‘trifles by fyftenh, -annihilating myfelf by choice, but dreading
folly at an unfeemly age, I*contrive to pafs ryy time agreeably enough,
yet fee its terminationsapproach without anxiety. This is a true piture
of my mind; and it ‘muft be true, becaufe drawn for you, whom I would
not deceive, and could not if 1 would.  Your queftion on my being writ-
ing drew it forth, though'with more ferioufnefs than the report deferved—
yet talking to one’s deareft friend is neither wrong nor out of feafon.
,Nay, you are my beft apology. I have always contented myfelf with vour
being perfeft, or, if your modefty demands a mitigated term, I will fay,
unexceptionable, Itis comical, to be fure, to have always been more fo-
licitous abeut the vu'tue of one's friend than about one’s own-=yet 1 re-
peat it, you are my apology—though I never was fo unreafonable as to
make you anfwerable for my faults in return: I take them wholly to
myfelf——But enough of this,  When 1 know my own mind, for hitherto |
have fettled no plan for my fummer, I will come to you, Adicu!

i, .

) —— - i

) .

| LETTER CVIL
4 iy Thurfday, 3r.

THANKuyou for your letter. ~ I'fend this by the oach.  You will have
found a new fcene *—~not an unexpe&ed one by you and me, though I do
not pretend T thought it {o near, [ rather imagined France would have
}ﬂﬁéﬁﬁ#ﬁﬁ‘!ﬁed at Spain’s beginning with vs. Here is a {olution of
miericans declaring themfelves independent. Oh! the folly, the
‘guilt of having plunged us info this aby; ! Were "we and a
hdued with any uncommon penetration t—No—They who did

o h;_r e ‘:;! Ontheopaingof the parliament in the year 1776.
Vo, V. - . Cc . not
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Mot fee as far, would not. I am impatient to hear the com ,mﬁ zof
to-day. 1 fuppofe it will on the part of adminiftration have beg v‘retch-
2 £'cc of fear daubed over with airs.of ;bullying. Y 0 ugeaeet dgubt,.

ve acted like yourfelf, feeling for our fituation, abovc.mfultmg, and un-
pmvoked but at the criminality that has brought us to_ this pafs. Purfue

our own path, nor lean to the court that may be paid to you on either
¥dc, as I am fure you will not regard their being difpleafed that you do not
go as far as their interefted views may wifh,

If the court fhould receive any more of what they call good news, I
think the war with France will be unavoia"ﬁwle. It was the victory at
Long Hland, and the fraatic prefumption it occafioned, that has ripened
France’s meafures——And now we are to awe them by prefling—an act that
fpeaks our impotence !~—which Francedid not want to learn!

I would have come to town, but I had declared fo much T would not,
that T thought it would look as if T came to enjoy the diftrefs of the mini-
fters—but I do not enjoy the diftrefs of my country. [ think we are un-
done—I have always thought fo—whether we enflaved America or loft it
totally—So we that were agamﬂ the war could expect no good iffue. If
you do return to Park-place to-morrow, you will pbhgc me much by break-
fafting here : you know it waftes you very little time..

T am glad I did not know of Mrs. D——"'s fore throat till it is almoft
well, Pray takc care and do not catch it.

Thank you foreyour care of mt : I will ndt ftay a great dcal here, but at
prefent I never was better in my life—and here I have no vexatious mo-’
ments. I hate to difpute; I fcorn to triumph myfelf, and it is very diffi-
cult to keep my tempgr when others do. I own I have anether reafon
for my reticement, which is prudence. I have thought of it late, but
at leaft 1 will not run into ‘any new expence. It would coft me. more
than 1 care to afford to buy a houfe in town, unlefs I do it w*hkc ﬂomcmof
my money out of the ftocks, for which I tremble a Tittle. My brother is"
feventy ; and if I live myfelf, I muft not build too. much on his life ; and
you know, if he fails, I lofe the moft fecure part of my mcqmcg*a refufed
from lord Holland, and laft year from lord North, to accept tﬁe%ce for
my own'life; and having nev er done a dirty. thmg, I will not difgrace

3 § - myllf
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myfel atXifty-nine. - 1 thould like to live as well as T have done ; but what
I with!morey is to fecure ‘what T havealready faved for thofe T would take
care bf after e \Thefe are the true reafons of my dropping all thoughss
of a better houfe it town, and of living 16 privately here. 1 will not facri-
fice my health to my prudence ; but my temper is fo violent, that I know
the tranquillity T enjoy here in folitude, is' of much more benefit to “my
health, than the air of the country is detrimental to it. You {ee I can be

reafonable when I have time to refleét; but philofophy has a poor chance.

with me when my warmth is ftirred—and yet 1 know, that anangry old
man out of parliament, and-tlaat can do nothing but be angry, is a sidicu-
lous animal, i

— ————

*
LETTER_CXIL
g Strawberry-hilly July ro, 1777,

- DON'T be alarmed at this thoufandth letter in a week. This is more
to lady Hamilton” than to you. Pray tell her I have feen monfenr la Ba-
taille d’ Agimcourt®* He brought me her letter yefterday : and I kept him
to fup, fleep in the modern phrafe, and breakfaft here this morning; and
flatter myfelf he was,and fhe will be, content with the regard I paid to her

letter,

- The weather is a thought warmer to-day, and I am as bufy as bees are
about their hay. My Aayfians? bave coft me as much as if T had hired
them of the landgrave. i

I am glad your invafion* is blown over. I fear I muft invite thofe flat-
bottomed veflels hither, as the Swiffefs Necker has direéted them to the port
of Twickenham. Madame de Blot is too fine, and monfieur Schomberg
one of the moft difagreeable, crofs, contemptuous favages I ever faw. I

ften fapped with him at the duchefs de Choifeul’s, and could not
@gdqow I muft be charmé and penetré and comblé to fee him :
IRl s SE R '

* The firft wife of fir William Hamilton, en- ¥ Heflidns,

voy dimary at the court of Naples. * A party of French nobility then in Eng-

ML k‘;,chcv;?“u,'ifm‘:zjﬁqwrt, a French anti- land, who were to have made a vifit at Park-
quary, long fettled in Italy, o place.
St B “ ¥Cez and
¥
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e ot
and I (hall ‘ait very ill, as I always .do when I don’t do T" ke.

Madame Necker’s letter is as affeted and précieufe, as if Maralontdl had

_ wyitten it for a Peruvian milk-maid. = She fays I am a pher, ai\d as
like madame de Sevigné as two peas—who was as unliké a philofopher as
a gridiron. As°I have none of madame de Sevigné’s natural eafy wit, I
am rejoiced that I.am no more like a philofopher neither, and . ftill lefs like
a philofophe’ which is a being compounded of D’Urfev and onwencs, a

paftoral coxcomb and a fupercilious brute. :

. L]
‘LETTER CVII.

Tuefday evening, Sept. 16, 1777.

I HAVE got a delightful plaything, if I had time for play. It is a
new fort of camera-obfcura® for drawing the portraits of perfons, or pro-
fpets, or infides of rooms, and does not depend on the fun or any thing.
The misfortune is, that there is a vaft deal of machmery and putting togc-
ther, and I am the worft perfon living for managing it. You know [ am
impenetrably dull in every thing that requires a grain” of common fenfe.
The inventor is to come to me on Friday, and try if he can make me re-
member my right hand from my left. 1 could as foon have invented my
machine as manage it ; yet it has coft me ten guineas, and may coft me as
much more as 1 pleafe for improving it. You will conclude it was the
dearnefs tempted me. I believe T muft kegp an aftronomer, like Mr.
Beauclerc, to helg me to play with my rattle. The inventor, who {eems
very modeft and fimple, but I conclude an able flatterer, was in love with
my houfe, and vowed nothing ever fuited kis camera fo well. To be fure,
the painted windows and the profpeéts, and the gothic chimneys, &c. &c.
were the delights of one’s e)fee, when no bigger than a filver penny. You
would know how to manage it, as'if you had never dene anythxng elfe.
Had not you better come and fee it? You will learn how to' condu¢t it,
with the pleafare of correfting my awkwardnefs and lmkarnabxlzgv Sir
Jofhua Reynolds and Weft have each got one 3 and the duke of Northumber-
land is fo charmed with theinvention, that 1 dare fay he can talk upon
and. explain it till I fhould underftand ten times lefs of the matter lhan I

\‘ ¢
* The machine called a delmeator.

.  do,
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:t;s \Remember, neither lady A. nor you, nor Mrs, D. have feen my new
diving clofet, northe billiard-fticks with which the countefs of Pembroke
and fArcadia nﬁ:ﬂto play with her brother fir Philip ; nor the portrait of
1a belle Jennings ih the ftate bedchamber. I goto town this day fe'nnight
for a day or two; and as,#o be fure, Mount-Edgecumbe hds put you out of
humour with Park-place, you may deign to leave it for a moment. & never
did fee Cotchel’, and am forry. 1Is not the old wardrobe *there ftill ?
There was one from the tigne of Cain; but Adam’s breeches and Eve's un-

der petticoat were eaten by a goat in the ark. Good-night, * .
* L4 » ' \

m‘—_“__.

LETTER CIX.
.

O&ober s, 1977,

YOU are exceedingly good, and T fhall affuredly accept your propofal in
the fulleft {enfe, and, to enfure Mrs. D——, beg I may expe& you on
Saturday next the 11th, If lord and lady William Campbell will do me
the honour of accompanying you, 1 fhall be moft happy w0 fee them, and
expeét mifs Caroline®, Let me know about them, that the fiate bed-
chamber may be aired.

My difficulties about removing from home arife from the confcioufnefs of
my own weaknefs. I make it a rule, as much as 1 can, to conform where-
ever I go. Though I am threefcore to-day, I fhould not think that an age
for giving every thing. up; but it is for whatever one lzas not ftrength to
perform. You, though not a vaft deal younger, are as healthy and ftrong,
thank God, as ever you was: and you cannot have ideas of the mortification
of being ftared atiby ftrangers and fervants, when one hobbles, or cannot do
as others do. I delight in being with you, and the Richmonds, and thefe 1
Jove and know ; but the crowds of young people, and Chichefter folks, and
officers, and ftrange fervants, make me afraid of Goodwood, I own. My

o fpirits are never low, but they will fcldom laft out the whole day; and
though I dare to foy I appear to many capricious, and different from the reft
of the \Korld’,}hc;c is more reafon in my behaviour than there {feéms. Y.O\l

' The ohi nﬁi:ncé of the family of Edgecumbe, 12 miles diftant from Mount Edgecumbe.
* Mifs Carolific Campbell, eldeft daughter of lord William Campbell.
P! | ! 9 . know
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becaufe 1 wanta great deal of reft. ‘Exercife never did agree with m4; and
it is hard if 1 do not know myfelf bysthis time 5 and wh dmu: foyvell
with me will probably fuit me beft for the reft of ‘my 1fc. ke
ndxculous to talk fo-much of myfelf, and iommmnto«ﬁach trifling
but you are the perfon in the world that I with to convince that I do not a&
merely from humout or ill-humour; though I confcﬁ atthe fame time that
I want your bonhommie, and thave a difpofition not 1o care atall for people
that I do got abfolutdy like.* I could fay a great deal mor¢ on. this head,
but it i/ not proper ; though, when one has pretty much ‘done with thg
world, I think with lady Blandford that one may indulge one’s felf in gmcgs'
oW s and partialities in on? s own houfe. Ido not mean, ftill lefs to
profefs, retirement, becaufe it is lefs ridiculous to' go on with the world to
the laft, than to return to it: but in a duict way it has long been my. pit-
pofe to drop a great deal of it. - OF all things I'am fartheft from not’ in-
tending to come often to Park-place, whcncvcr you “have little company ;-
and 1 had rather be with you in November than in July, becaufe T am fo
totally unable to'walk farther than a fnail. I will never fay any more on
thefe fubjc&s, becaufe there may be as much affe@ation in being over-old,
as folly in being over-young, My idea of age is, that on¢ has nothing
really to do but what one ought, and what is reafonable. All aﬂ'e&atipm
are pretenfions ; and pretending to be any thing one is’ not,*‘cim!o‘t deceive
when one is known, as évery body muft be that has" lived lﬂﬂgs 4 db 1ot
mean that old folks may not have pleafures, if ﬁfey can; but then I ;hmk '
thofe pleafures arc confined to bcmg comfortable and to clyoymg the few
friends one has not outlived, 1am fmmﬁ tomwxl. that one’s duties are
not pleafures. T have given up a. i&‘t déal of my time' to ncphcws and
nieces, even to fome I can have httle a&'n&mn for, Tdo Jove my nxcccs,
nay like them ; but people. above forty years younger are ce rtamiy not the
tociety I (hould feek. ‘They’ can only think and ralk o? W s, or is to
come 3 I certainly am more difj oﬁkl*to think and talk of » #ﬂ and
the ol:incramon of paffing the eud of a long life in f&&‘ hew co
pany is more irkfome to me than Paf ing a great or
quite alone, Famﬂy love and pride make me m f »m
young people of my own fauu"ly——for the whole reft

they are as indifferent to me. as _puppets qrfﬁla(fk ‘chddren. . ;
creed, and a key to my whole condu& a_':'_; the mo ¥
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H. VE had fome conVcrfatxon wmh a mxmﬁenal pcrfon, cn the fubjéct
«oﬂf}' paglﬁcauou with France; and he dropped a hint, that as we fhould not N
‘have much ~chance of good peace, the oppofition would make great
; -words on the dut.y.&of minifters to do what
cqucm:e wh&t it wqﬂd. But as. honeﬁ men

eme, ;ogm.-.ll gn,what 13 mbrc hkc.ly to be pcx:fuuﬁvc, and whxch Lam
{uaded is nql@fs truc,than the forxpcr maxim ; and that was, that
{trong, that if they could get a peace that would

liant or glgtwqg one, the nationin general
 clamours of thc oppoﬁtxon be infignificant.

O
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raife no tumults; but tumults would bw' Ir
"The minifters do not kiow the fir e left (.
it in time), if they are afraid of maﬁag a,ay peace.
g\une in makmg war I hqpc they wxll"nor,,,«bc twﬁtmd i
% e e S,
What,do you thmk of an xdu of mme, of offering F rance a ua'imljxtﬁ?
that is, to allow her to affift hmh us znd the Amencg,ns. 1 know
would affift only them: but were it not better to.gpnnwe at her
them, without attacking us, than her doing both! A treaty wWith her
perhapsfbe followed by one with America. We are facnﬁcmg a"ll tb&
effentials we san recover, for a few words; and rifking the independe
of thxs.country, for the nothinal ﬂprcmacy over America. France feems to.
leave us time for treating. She made no fcrugle of begging peace of us
in 63, that fhe might lie by and recovér her advantages. Was not'that a
'ﬂvnfc precedent ? Does not fhe now fhow that it was? Is not pohéy the
honour of nations? I mean, not.morally, but has Europe left itfelf any
other honour ? And fince it has’ al}v left itfelf no honour, ‘and as Little
morality, does not the morality of ‘a nation confift in 1 its preferving itfelf in
as much happinefs as it can? "The invafion of Pcrwgs!’by Spain in the laft
war, the partition of Poland, have abrogated the law of nations. &Kihgs
have left no ties between one L another.” Their duty to thtn' _people c s

allowed. He 15 a good king that preferves hw, ople mporifing
anfwers that end, is it not uﬁxﬁﬁblegwm ral *ife,
anfwer my queftions, Gromw is obfélebé. D i nnd -ﬂr. Fre&rxc

with four hundred thoufand commcutatom ars reading new fc&urcs-—a‘!ﬂ‘f
I thould fay, thau;c.God to one amvther, if the four hundrcd thouf'aad o S
mentators were not in worfe dan u%é*ﬂicﬁ Loui wn a
cafuift compared to thofe pamtxoncrs., Whﬂ?i u ﬁm@c mdxvxduahk,é&{;
our honefty, and bicfk our flars that we havd not‘ Armic at our command,
left weﬂ!ould'ﬁ\nde H;\g‘doms‘ that are a bienféanc A

thmg itis &)r ﬁi.tch 2 wxck lxtﬂe
But I‘Q\a trav #
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tous, and Dunmores and Burgoynes and Campbells are not yet got be-
7ond the "great rnver-—-lnqulry” To-day’s papers fay, that the /Zittle
prince of’ Orano’e * is to'invade you again—but we truft fir James Wallace
has clipped his wings {o_clofe, that ‘they will not grow again this feafon,
though he is fo rcady tqﬂv i ¥ ey b

N othmg material lus happcned fince 1 wrotc laﬁ--fo.. as cvcr)‘
moment of a civil war is precious, every ong has been turned. to ithe
f#diveriion.  There have been three mafquerades, an mﬁallation,
pall of the knights at the Haymarket this week ; not to mention
.'s, Feftino, lady Spencer’s,. Raxelagle and Vauxhall, operas and
« The duchefs of Bolton too faw maﬂ(s-—(o many, that the floor
nd the company in the dining-reom were near falling on the. beaﬂv»
fofe in the parlour, and exhxbxtmg all that has not yet appeared in
oftor’s Commons. At the knights’ ball was fuch a profuﬁon of Straw=-
berries, that people could hardly get into the fuppcr«-rpom.—-l could tell you
" more, but I do not love to: cxacrge;ate. | i

Tady A.told me th;s mornmg, that lord Bnﬁol has gpt a c.alf thh two
feet to cach leg—I am convinced it is by the duchefs of ngﬁon, who has
two of every thm whcrc others havc but one.

Adieu!—I am gomg to fup w:th Mrs. Abmgton-—-and bopc Mrs. Chvc
will not hear of it,

B e Yours ever, A
Ll ks o ol ~HOR. WALPOLE,

i

i L
X The parhamfntary inqu'ry which took place the attack upon }erfcy, claiming rclanqnﬂnp to
in the houfe of commons on zhc oondu& of thc the great houfe of Wu, Mr., Walpoic calls
Amﬂlﬂm war, “ghe % lmlc ptmcwf range.” L.
* The prince of Nafaq, who had commandcd e Segrl e ;
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8 LETTER CXVL
3 ¥ ik . Strawberry-hill, Saturday June 5, 1759,
I WRITE to you more feldom than I am difpofed to do, from havine
nothing pofitive to tell you, and from being unwilling fo fay and unﬁ\;
every minute fomething that is reported pofitively. The confident affer-
tions of the vi€tory over D’Eftaing are totally vanithed—and they who in-
vented them, now declaim as bitterly againft Byron, as if he had deceived
them—and as they did ‘againft Keppel. - This day {e'nnight there was a
‘great alarm about Ireland —whith was far from being all inventiol, thoush
pgt:ah\' abfolute ‘infurreétiol, as Woe &id.  The cafe, 1 believe, was thios:
Thc court, in order to break the volunteer ai'my eftablithed by the Irith
thctii’lfcix'es, endeavoured to perfunde a body in lady Blayney's county of
‘Monaghan to iulift in the militia—which they took indignantly. They
faid, they had great regard for lady Blayney and lord Clermont ; but to aét
under them, would be ating under the king, and that was by no means
their intention. There have fince been motions for inquiries what fteps
the minifters have taken to fatisfy the Irith—and thefe they have impru-
“dently reje@ted—which will not tend to pacification. The minifters have
been pufhed too on the article of Spain, and could not deny that all nego-
tiation is at an end—though they will not own farther. However, the
Spanith ambaffador is much out of humour. From Paris they writé confi-
dently of the approaching declaration ; and lord Saudwich, I hear, has faid in
a very mixed company, that it was folly not to expeét it.  There is ano-
ther million afked, and given on a vote of credit; and lord North has
boafted of fuch mines for hext ycar, that one would think he belicved

next year would never come.

The inquiry* ‘goes on, and lord Harrington did himfeif and Burgoyne
honour. Barré and governor Johnftone have had warm words, and Burke
has been as frantic for the Roman catholics as lord George Gordon againit

em. The parliament, it is faid, is to rife on the 21t *

A e R TR ,

You will not eollet from all this that our profpe@ clears up, T fear

there is not difcretion in the treatment of Ircland than ®f America.

L5
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* Into the condudt of the American war.
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The court feems. to be infatuated, and to thmk that nothuw is of any
confequence but a majority in Parhamcnt—though thcy have totally loft
all power but that of provoking. Fortunite it had been fer‘thc kmg and
kingdom, had the court had no majority for thefe fix years! America had
(il been ours !—and allithe lives and all the millions we have Fquandercd'
A majority that has toft' thirteen provinces by Bul?yxn&md Vapourmg, and
the moft childith menaces, will be a brave ccuutcrmat@h or FtanCc and
Spain, and a | rebellion in Ireland ! In fhort, it is phxn that thcrc is no-
thing a mqoutx in parhament can do, but outvote a mmom,y ;s and ye by
their owghccounts one would think they could not do even that. . W
a paperflother day that began with this Jrifcifm, “ As t’he mmortﬁr havc
loft us gthirteen provinces, &c.” TEWOW nothing the mmonty have done,
or beey) fuffered to do, but reftore the Roman catholxe rﬁllouon—-apd‘h

. 5(

by the defire of the court. e

This is however the p'rc{ent'ﬁylc They announccd thh mﬁq&c
plaufe a new produétxon of Tickell;—it has appeared, and is a moft paltry
performance, It is called the Caffette verte of M. de Sartine,. amd pre-
tends to be his correfpondence with the oppofition. Nav, they are fo
pitifully mean as to laugh at doctor Franklin, who has fuch thorough rea.
fon to fit and laugh at them, What triumph it muft be to him fo fee a
miferable pamphlet all the revenge they can take! There is another, ftll
duller, called Oppofition Mornings, in which you are lugged in.  In truth, -
it is a compliment to any man to except him out of the number of thofe
that have contnbuted to the fhocking difgraces infliéted on this undone
country ! When lord Chatham was mxmﬁcr, he never replied to abufe but
by a vuftory , i .

6 know no private news : I have been here ever ﬁncc Tueﬂ&]. eiuoymg
my tranqmﬂu‘.y, as much. as &n honeft'man can’ do who fees his country
ruined. It is juft fuch a period as makes phdo(opby ‘wifdom,

7 There are
great moments when every man is called on to exert' h}xnklfﬂ-but when
folly, infatuation, delufion, incapacity and praﬂxgacy fling a nation away,
5 and it concurs itfelf, and applauds its dd}rorum. ‘aman who has lent no-
+°  'hand to the ‘mifchief, and can neither prevent nor remedy the mfspf evxh;
is fully juftified in fitting aloof and beholding ﬂwtcmpeﬁ ragc - wath il

{corn and indignaut compaﬂion. Nay, X havq.‘,» 1 owu, ome Gomfor

> e
2
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refleCtions. T rejoice that there is fill a great continent of Enclithmen who
will remain free and independent, and who liugh at the impoten majort-
ties of a proftitute parliament. I care not whether general Burgoyne and
governor Johnitone crofs over and figure in, and fupport or oppofe; nor
“hcther Mr. Buike, or the fuperior of the jefuits, 1s high commiflioner to
the kirk of Scotland. My ideas are fuch as I have ‘Il\\’.l\\ had, and are too
plam and fimple to comprehend modern confufions ; and, therefore, thev
fuit with thofe of few men, What will be the iffuc of this chaos, I know
not, and, probably, fhall not fee. I do fee w ith fatistaction, Yhat what was
mieditated has failed by the groflett folly ; and when oue has efcaped the
worft, leffer evils muft be en idured with patience.

After this dull cﬁ'uﬁon, I will divegt vou with a ftory that made me laugh
this morning till I cried.  You knotv my Swifs David, and his i incompre-
henfible pronuuciation. He came to e, and faid, “ Auh! dar is mefes
wants fome of vour large flags to put in her great 0. With much
ado I found out that Mrs. —— had fent for leave to take up fome flags out

of my meadow for her grotto.
I hope in a few days to fee lady A=—- and mifs | here ; I have
writ to propofe it.—What are your intentions ¢ Do you ftay till you have

1

made vour ifland impregnable ¢ 1 doubt it will be our unl\ one that will
be fo.

LEI"II:Rk"Il .

Strawberry-1iilly June 16, 1779,

YOUR countefs was here laft Thurfday, and Yeceived a letter from yon,
that told us how flowly vou receive ours. \When you will regeive this |
cannot gacfs 3 but 1t datas a new xra, which you wnth r«.u!un did not care
*to look at as poffible. Ina word, behold a .\pnnf}l war ! I muft detail a
little to increafe yowm wonder. I heard here the duy before vefterday that it
was likely ; and that night received aletter from Paris, telling me lit was of
the 6th) that monficur de Beauveau was going, they knew not whither, at
the head of 2 5,000 men, with three hcutcn.mt-'rcnu.xls and 1ix or cight mare-

chaux de camp under him. Yefterday I went to town, ant 7. W. hap,»c:z ed
) 48]

Vor. V. E e
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to call on me.—He, who ufed to be informed early, did not beélieve a word
either of a Spanith war or a French expedition. [ faw fome other perfons
in the evening as ignorant. At night | went to fup at Richmond-houfe,
The duke faid the Breft fleet was certainly failed, and had got the ftart of
ours by twelve Hays; that monficur de Beauveau was on board with a large
fum of money, and with white and #ed cockadés ; and that there would cer-
tainly be a Spmnfh war. He added, that the oppofition weré then prcﬂmg
in the houfe of commons to have the parliament gontinue fitting, and urging
to knowaf we'were not at the eve of a Spapith war ; but thé munfter: per-
{ifted i ip the prorogatlon for to-morrow or l‘r@y aud‘)vould not anfwcx on

bpam.
\

I faid T would make you wonder——But no—Why fhould #e parliamcnt
continue to fit ! Are not the minifters &nd the parliament the fame thing ?
And how has either houfe thown tHat it has any talent for war ?

The dukc of R. does mot guefs whither the Breft fleet is gane.— He thinks,
if to Ireland, we fhould have known it by this time. He has heard that the
prince of Beauveau has faid he was going on an expedition that would be
glorious in the eyes of pofterity.—1I alked, if that might not mean Gibraltar ?
The duke doubts, but hopes it, as he thinks it nq wife meafure on their
fide ; yet he was very melancholy, as you will be, on this heavy acceﬁion to
our diftrefles. -

Well! herg we are, aris et focis and all at ftake! What can we be
meaning ! Unable to ¢onquer America before the wll affifted —fcarce able
tokeep France at ba)—arc we a match for both, and Spain too #¥—~W hat can
be our viesw ! nay, what can be our expeftation? 1 fometimes thillk we
reckon it will be more creditable to be forced by France and Spain to give
up America, than to Have the merit with the latter of doing it with grace.
—But, as Cato fays,

I am weary of conjectures—This muft end them ;

that is, the fword :—and never, I believe, did’a country plunge itfelf into
fuch difficulties ftep by ftep, and for fix years together, without once recol-
lecting that each foreign war rendered the object of the civil war,more unat-
tainable ; and that in both the foreign wars weshave not an "obje& in pro-
{pet.  Unable to recruit our remnant of an army in America, are we to

2 make
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make conquefts'on F rance and Siaain ? . They may choofe-their attacks : we
“can {carce choofe what we will defend.

Ireland, they fay, is more temperate ‘than was expe@ted. That is fome
<onfolation—yet many fear the Irith will be tempted to unite with America,
which would throw all that trade into their convenient harbours: and 1
owa I have apprehenfions that the parliament'’s rifing without taking a flep
in their favour, may offend them. ~Surely at leaft.we have couragcous
minifters. 1 thought my father a ftout man:—he had notea tithe of their
dpirit. n

“The town has wound up the feafon perfeétly in charalter by a féte at the
Pantheon by fubfcription. Le Texier managed it ; but it turned out fadly.
The compiny was firft fhut into the galleries to look down on the fupper,
then let to defcend to it.  Afterwards they were led into the fubterrancous
apartment, which was laid with mould, and planted with trees, and cram-
med with nofegays : but the frefh earth, and the dead leaves, and the cfflu-
via of breaths made fuch a ftench and moifture, that they wese fuffocated ;
and when they remounted, the legs ahd wings of chickens and remnants’of
ham (for the fupper was not removed) poifoned them more. A druid in an
arbour diftributed verfes to the ladies; then the Baccelli and the dancers of
the opera danced; and then danced the company ; and then it being morn-
ing, and the candles burnt out, the windows were opened ; and then the
ftewed danced affembly were fuch fhocking figures, that they fled like ghofts
as they looked.——1I fuppofe there will be no more balls unlefs the French
land, and then w&{h#l thow we do not mindit. o |

TRus T have told you all I know. You will ponder over thefe things in
your little diftant ifland, when we have forgotten them. Tiwre is anether
perfon, one doftor Franklin, who, I fancy, is mot {otry that we divert our-
felves fo well.

LETTER CXVII J
Strawberry-hill, Sept. 13, 1779.

1 AM writing to you gt random; not knowing whether or when this

letter will go: but your brther told me laft night that an officer, whofe
' Ee2 name
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name I have forgot, was arrived from Jerfey, and would return to you foon.
I am fenfible how very feldom I have written to you—but you have been
few moments out of my thoughts, What zhey have been, you who know
me {o minutely may well guefs, and why they do not pafs my lips. = Senfe,
experience, circumitances, can teach one to command on#s felf outwardly,
but do not diveft a moft friendly heart of its feelings. I believe the ftate of
my mind has contributed to bring on a very WCdk and decaying body my
prefent diforders. I have not been well the whole fummer ; but for thefc
three weeks much otherwife. It has at laft cxfded in the gout, which, to
all appearance, will be a fhort fit.

On public affairs I canmot fpeak Every thmrr is fo exaggerated on all
fides, that what grains of truth remain in the fieve would appear cold and-
infipid ; and the great manceuvres you learn as foon asI. ‘If the naval
battle between Byron and d’Eftaing, our captains were worthy of any age in
our ftory. . - . '

You may emagine how happy I am at Mrs. D 's return, and at her
not being at Naples, as the was likely o have been, at the 'dreadful explofion
of Vefuvius. Surely it will have glutted fir William’s rage for volcanos !
How poor lady Hamilton’s nerves ftood it I do not conceive,~—Oh, man-
kind ! mankind !—Are there not calamities enough in ftore for us, but mutt
deftruction be our amufement and purfuit ?

I fend this to Ditton’, where it may wait fome days; but I would not
fuffer a fure opporturu.ty to {lip without a line. You ase more obliged to
me for all I do not fay, than for whatever cloqucncc itfelf could pen.

B

P. S. Tunfeal my letter to add, that undoubtedly you will come to the
meeting of parliament, which will be in Oétober. Nothing can or ever
did make me advife you to take a ftep unworthy of yourfclf —But furely

you have hlghcr and more facred duties than the government of a mole-
hill !

* Where lord Hertford had then avilla.

LETTER
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LETTER CXIX.
January 3 1781

AFTER I hgd written my note to you laft night, I called on Y
who gave me the difinal account of Jamaica, that you will fee in the ga-
zette, and of the damage done to our fhipping.” Admiral Rowley is fafe;
but they are in apprehenfions for Walfingham. He told me tod what is not
in the gazette ; that of thg expedition againft the Spanifh fettlements, not
a fingle man furvives ! The papers to-day, I fee, fpeak of ‘great danger to
Gibraltar,

. repeated to me his great defire that vou tfhould publifth
your fpeech’, as he told you. I de not conceive why 4e is fo eager for it;
for he profefles,total defpair about America. It looks to me ns if there was
a with of ghrowing blame fomewhere—but I profefs I am tco fimple to
dive into the objects of thades of intrigues ; nor do I care about them. We
fhall be reduced to a miferable little ifland ; and from a mighty empire fink
into as infignificant a country as Denmark or Sardinia! When our trade
and marine are gone, the latter of which we keep # by unnatural efforts,
to which our debt will put a ftop, we fhall lofe the Eaft Indies as Portugal
did ; and then France will dictate to us more imperioufly than ever we did
to Ireland, which is ina manner already gone too ! Thefe are mortifying re-
flections, to which an Englith mind cannot eafily accommodate itfelf——But,
alas ! we have been purfuing the very conduct that France would have pre-
fcribed, and morg than with® all her prefumption fhe could *have dared to
expet. Could fhe flatter herfelf that we would take nv advantage of the
dilaterinefs and unwillingnefs of Spain to enter into the war? that we
would reje@ the difpofition of Ruffia to {fupport us ? and that or ftill more
natural friend Holland would be driven into the ]eague againft us? All
this has happened ; and, like an infant, we are delighted with having f{ct
our own frock in a blaze !—I fit and gaze with aftonithment at our phrenfy
——Yet why ? Are not nations as liable to intoxication as individuals - Are
not predi@ions founded on calculation oftener rejected than the prophecies

* Introduiory of a motion “for leave to *jefty to fend out commiflioners with full
“ bring in a bill for quicting the troubles that *“ power to treat with America for that pur-
« have for fome time fubfifted bgtween Great ¢ pofe.”

* Britain and America, and enabling his ma- o

’
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of dreamers? Do we not act prccifcly like C F——-, who thought he
had difcovered a new truth in figures, when he preached that wife doctrine,
that robody could want noney that would pay enough for it ?—The con-
fequence was, that in two years he left himfelf without the poffibility of
borrowing a thilkng. I am not furprifed at the {pirits of® boy of parfs—I
am not {urprifed at the peeple—1 do wonder at government, that games
away its comfcquence.  For what are we now really at war with America,
France, Spain, and Holland 2—Not with hopes of reconquering America,
not with the fialleft profpe@ of conquering afoot of land from France,
Spain, or Holland No ; weare at war on the defenfive, to protett what is
left, or more truly to ftave off, for a year perhaps, a peace that muft pro-
claim our nakednefs and ihpotence. - I would not willingly recur o that
womanifh vifion of, Something may turn up in our favour! That{fome-
tthing' muft be a naval vitory that will amnithilate at once all the {quadrons of
Europe—muft wipe off forty millions of new debt— reconcile the affections
of America, that for {ix years we have laboured to alienate—aiid that muft
recall out of the grave the armiesand failors that are perithed—and that
muft make thirteen provinces willing to receive the law, without the ne-
ceffity of keeping ten ahoufand men amongft them. The gigantic imagi-
‘nation of lord Chatham would not entertain fuch a ehimera. Iord
perhaps would fay he did, rather than not undertake ; or Mr. Burke could
form a metaphoric vifion, that would fatisfy no imagination but his own :
but I, who am nullius additus jurare i verba, have no hopes cither in our
refources or in our geniufes, and look on my country already as undone * l—
It is grievous—~but I thall not have much time to lament its fall !

< .

LETTER CXX.
B SE e

Strawberry-hill, Sunday evening, May 6, 1781.

I SUPPED with your countefs on Friday at Jord Frederic Campbell’s,
where I heard of the relief of Gibraltar by Darby. The Spanifh fleet kept

' It may be fome comfort, in a moment no ~war againft France in the year 1793. May our
lefs portentous and melancholy than the one exertions procure the fpeedy applichtion of a
here deferibed, to recolledl thealmoft unhoped- fimilar remedyto our prefent evils, and may
for recovery of national profperity, which took that remedy be produftive of equally good

place from the peace 1782 to the declaration of effe@ts! E. March 1798. il
' cloie
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clofe in Cadiz : —however, he lifted up his leg, and juft tquirted contempt an
~ them. As he is ditembarraffed of his trantports,. | fuppofe their thips will
fcrambie on fhore rather than fight.  Well, 1 fhall be perteétly content
with our fleet coming back in a whole fkin. It will be enough to have out-
quixoted Don uixote’® own nation. As I knew your. countefs would
write the next day, 1 waited till the whs gone out of town and would not
have much to tell you—not that 1 have either; and it is giviag myfelf an
air, to' pretend to know more at Twickenham than fhe can at Henley.
Though it is # bitter north-eaft, I came hither to-day to look at my lilacs,
though a la glace, and g0 get from Pharaoh, for which there is a rage. 1
doted on it above thirty years ago; but it is not decent to fit ap all night
now with boys and girls. » the banker & la mode, has been demo-
lithed. He and his affociate fir —— went early tiother night to
Brookes’s, before C. Fa and F. who keep a bank there, were come.  But
they foon arrived, attacked their rivals, broke their bauk, and won above
4000/ “ There,” faid F. “ fo thould all ufurpers be ferved I""—He did
ftill better ; for he fent for his tradefmen, and paid as far as the money
would go.——lnl the mornings he continues his war on lord North—but cane
not break t4at bank. The court has carried a fecret committee for India
affairs— and it is fuppofed that Rumbold is to be the facrifice :-—but as he is
near as rich as lord Clive, 1 conclude he will efcape by the fame golden

key.

I toldeyou in my laft, that Tonton' was arrived. I brought him this
morning-m take p(‘:fﬁ:mon of his new villa; but his wmauvguratipn ha_% m.)t been
at all pacific.  As he Bas already found out that he may be as defpotic as at
faint Jofeph's, he began with exiling my beantiful little cat ;—upon which,
however, we fhall not quite agree. He then flew at one of my dogs, w%)o
returned it, by biting his foot till it bled; but was feverely beaten for .ir.
I immediately rung for Margaret® to drefs his ‘foot ;' but in the midil of: my
tribuiation could not keep my countenance; for fhe cried, “-Poor little
thing, he does not underftand my language !’ I hope fhe will not re-

colle@ too that he is a papift !

. \*" v
* Madame du Deffand’s dog, which fbe left by will to Mx, Walpole. 3

* Mz, Walpole's houfekeepes.

' Berkeley-
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Berkeley-fquare, Tuefday, May 8.

I cAME before dinner, and find your long letter of the 3d. You have
miftaken Tonton’s fex, who is a cavalier, and a little of the moufquetaire.
fill ; but if I do* not correét his vivacities, at leall I fhall not encourage
them like my dear old friend. 5 ’

'3
.

You fay nothing of your health: therefore, 1 truft, it is quite re-efta-
blithed. My own is moft flourithing for me. «. 4

They fay the parliament will rife by the birth-day—not that it feems to
be any grievance or confinement to any body. I hope you will foon come *
and enjoy a quiet fummer under the laurels of your own confcience. They
arc at leaft as {preading as any body’s elle ; and the foil will preferve their
verdure for ever.  Methinks we weftern powers might as well make peace,
fince we make war {o clumfily.—Yet I doubt the awkwardnefs of our ene-
mies will not have brought down our ftomach. Well, I with for the fake
of mankind there was an end of their fufferings ! Even f{petators are not
amufed—the whole war has paffed like the riotous murmurs of the upper
gallery before the play begins—they have pelted the candle-fnuffers, the
ftage has been {wept, the mufic has played, people have taken their places—
but the deuce a bit of any performance !—And when folks go home, they
will have feen nothing but a farce, that has coft fifty times more than the
beft tragedy ! :

¢ <

LETTER CXXIL
i Berkeley-fquare, May 28, 1781,
THIS letter, like an, embarkation, will not fet out till it has gotten its
complement ; but I begin it, as 1 have juft received your fecond letter. I
wrote to you two days ago, and did not mean to complain§ for you cer-
tainiy cannot have variety of matter in your fequeftered ifle: and fince
you do not difdain trifling news, this good town, that furnifthes nothin
elf€, at leaft produces weeds, which fhoot up in fpite of the Scorch thiftles,
that have choked all good fruits. I do not know what lady C. defigns to
do with her play; 1 hope, aét it only in_private; for her other was mur- *

* From Jerfey. .
9 . dered,
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dered, and the audience did not exert the leaft gallantry to {o pretty an av-
thorefs, though the gave them (o fair an opportunity. For my own play,
I was going to publith it in my own defence, as a {purious edition was ad-
vertifed here, betides one in Ircland.—My advertfement has overlaid the
former for the prefent, and that tempts me to fuppre(s mine, as I have
a thorough averfion to its appearance. s Still, I think I fhall produce it in
the dead of fummer,- that it may be forgotten by winter; for Iscould not
bear having it the fubject of converfation in a full town. It is printed; fo
I can let it fteal out in the nfidit of the firft event that engroffes the public ;
and as it is not quite a novelty, I have no fear but it will be ftill-born, if
it is twin with any babe that (Gualls and makes much noife.—— At the fame
time with yours I reccived a letter from another toufin at Paris, who tells
me Necker is on the verge ; and in the poitfcript fays, he has actually re-
figned. T heard fo a few days ago ;*but this is a full confirmation. Do
you remember a converfation at your houfe, at fupper, in which a friend of
yours {poke very unfavourably of Necker, and feemed to with his fall ? In
my own opinion, they are much in the wrong. It is true, Necker Jaboured
with all his thoulders to reftore their finances; yet I am perfuaded that his
attention to that great object made him clog all their military operations.
They will pay dearer for money ; but money they will have—nor is it fo
dear to them ; for, when they have gotten it, they have only not to pay,
A monfieur Joly de Fleury is comptroller-general. I know nothing of him
—but as thc; change fo often, fome able man will prove minifter at laft—
and there they will have the advantage again.
.

Lord Cornwallis’s coutier, Mr. Biuderic, is not yet arrived ; fo you are a
little precipitate in thinking America fo much nearer to being fubdued,
which you have often fwallowed up as if you were a minifter; and yet,
methin‘ks, that wra has been o frequently put off, tlzut I wondei you are
not cured of being fanguine—or rather, of believing the magniﬁcan lies
that every trifling advantage gives birth to. lf'z} quarter of the Amcricans
had joined the royaliils, that have been faid to join, all the colonics would
fiot hold them. But, at leaft, they have been like.the trick of kings and
queens at cards ; where one of two goes back every turn to fctch another,
However, this is only for converfation for the moment.  With fuch aver-
fion to difputation, I have no zeal for making converts to my own opinion,
not even on pojnts that touch me nearer,

VoL, V. , Bf Thurfday





