
I5S LETTERS FROM THE HON. HOR4CE WALPO 
I ,willi I 'could fill my ihect, ·ill n~turn for your five pages. The only thing 

you will care for knowlu,g is, that I never faw Mrs. D. better iu' her Efe, nor 
look fo well. Y em tn~ trufi: me, who am fa apt to be frightel!ed about 
her.. , 

LET T E R XCII. . 

~berrYAhil1, Se~tembcr 27, 1774-

be very un'grateful indee.d if f though~ of complaining of 
)OU, whq 'are g od'l,le[s itfelf to me: and w~en, I did {lot receive letters fronl 
'You, I concluded it happetH)(l from your eccentric po0tiol1s. I am amaz~d, 
,that~ 'hurrie(as you have been" and your eyes and dloughts or wded with 
objeCl:s, you have been able to find time' to write me fo m fly and ruth 
.long letter~, over ~md above all thofe to lady A-, your daughter, bro
ther, and other fr,iends. Even lord Strafford brags-of your frequeht reo
memb·ance. That your foperabundance of royal beams would dazzl you, 
J never fufpeCl:ed Even I enjoy for you the difiinCl:ions you have received
thollgh I {hould hate fuch things for myfelf, as they are particularly trou
blefome to me, and I ain particularly awkward under them, and as I ;,tbhor 
.the ,king of Pruffia, and, if 1 pa{fed thlrough Berlin, ihould have no joy like 

. . avoiding him-·like one 'of our 'coulitrymen, who cha·uged ll'orfes at Paris., 
and afked what the name of-that town was? .All the dther civilities you have 
:received I am perfectly happy in. The German are certainly a civil well
meaning peopk, a d I believe one of the leafi coPrupted nations in Europe. 
I don't ' think them,veryagre able .; but who, do I tbink alie fo? A glleat 
'rnany rench 'women, fome ,Englifh. meil, and a fevv Engli,~ "Women- !{

ceediugl.y few FJ:ench men. Italian won1en are the gro.ilefl:, vulgar 'fi of 
the fex. If an Italian man has a grain of fc nfe, he is a buffoon-So much 
for Eur<?'pe. '" 

• 
J h~v'e already tolJ .I ou, and (0 mufi lady A-, that my courage fail 

me, and I dare :not meet YOt1 'at Paris. A the period is arrivea ·when the 
gout ufea to come, it i never a moment 'out f my head. Such a ftlffi ring., , 
fuch a belp1efs condition as I 'was in for Eve months alid a halfy,vo J :l'rS 

. .ago, ma:~es me trembl . from head to foot 1 fhould die at on'Ce -if fcized,. 
ii ll a French inn, or what, if poffibl, would be worfe, at Pari, w'here 1 
mufi .admi every body.-I, who you know cal hardly bear to fee 'even you 

, whcri 
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whett I am ill, and 'who {h'!t' 111 elf \lP here, and would n tIt lord und 
Jady Hertford come near me-I, who have my om afh d th uah in b d, 
how could I bear French dirt? In {hort, I, who am fo c, pri ius, :rld whom 
y.cu, are pleafed to call a philofopher, J fuppofe becaufe I have giv n \,lp 

eery thing but my own will-how I'uld I keep my t m r, wh h:.1 e I'l. ' 

way of keeping my temper but by k eping it out of every body's way! N o; 
I mufi givt: up the fatisfaetion of beino ,with, you, at n r~ ,. I hltv JuCl: 1 ,arnt 
to give tlP my pleafures, bu:( [ dnnot give up alY pains, which fuch ~ lfifh 
people as 1, ho have fuffer _ u'c.h, grow to compor in 0 rf. fl: In, thatt 
they. are partial to beca'life it is eir own. I mufi make m [e amends 
when you return: you wil be -more fiationary, I hope,..~ r the future; and 
if I live 1 {hall have intervals of health. In 'lieu of me you will ha a 
charming fuccedaneum, lady -- -. Her father, wh is mor a 1 ero 
than I, i packing up his decrepit one.s, and goes too. 1 willi lh may 110 

hav,e him to nurfe, infread ,of diverting herfelf. 

The ptefent flate of your country is, that it is drowned and dead dnink; 
all water without alld wine within . Oppofitioll for th next eleCtions every 
where,. even in $cotland; not from party, but as layillg out money tD ad
vantage. In the head quarters, indeed, party is not out of the quellion: the 
day after to-morrow will be a great bll:O:le in the city for a lord inayor " 
and all the winter iu Wettminfier, where lord Mahon and Humphrey 
Cotes oppofe the court. Lady - is fuving her money at I uJlow and 
Pow is caiHes by keeping opell-houfe day and night agaiofr fir Watkin Wil
liams, and fears the {hall be kept 'there till th~ general el eCtion. It has rained 
this whole month~ add ,we h~ve g t alltlther illundatioh . The ham s is 
as broad as your Danube, and all my mearl ws are, un.der water. Lady 
B,rown~ and I, coming Iafi SL1nday night from lady Blandford's, were in a 
piteous plight. The ferry-boat was turned fO ad by the ctlrrent, a.nd curried 
to Ifieworth. Then we ran agaiufi the piers of our new bridge, and the 
horfes were frightened. Luckily my ciciibea was a catholic, and fcreamed 
to fo many faints, that fome of the~ at the nearefi alehoufc came and faved 

• \.18, or r tho Id have had 110 more .gout, or what I dreaded I ihOllld; for I 
£or eluded we lliould be carri d aihore fomewhere, and be for~ed to wade 
through th~ mud up to my middle. So you fec one m<\y wrap oltc's.,fdf 

,-When Mr. Wilkes waa elected.l 
up~ 
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"Up in f!.an 1 and be in danO'cr itbout vifitina- all the armies on the fa e 
o t e giobe, and putting the immor lity of one's chaife to thc proof. 

r 

afuamed of (ending ou G three fides of finaller pap r in anfwer 
~o {; 11 large-uut ,hat can I do. I fee nothing, kn w nothing, do 
nothing. MJ cafrle is filliihed, I have nothing n w to read, I am tired of 
writing, I have no new or old bit for my printer. I have only black 
hoods arou nd me; or, if I go to town, t~~.fam)1Y'iparty in rofvenor-ftredt. 
One trait WI ' glVe you a fample of ho'>j I rafs my time, and made me 
laugh, asft. ut m in mind of you, at "leafi: as It was a fit of abfence, 
mu 'h mOre likely to have happened to you thart te me. I was playing at 
eighteenpel1JlY tr e with the duchefs of Newcafrle and lady. Bro n, 
:J,J.t certainly n interefied in the game. I cannot recolleCt nor 
·c nceive what I Wa thinking of but t puihed the cards very gravely to 
the duchefs, and {aid, Dollor, you are to deal. You may guefs at their 
afioniihment, a how much i.t made us all laugh. I wilh it may make 
you fmile a moment, or that I had auy thing better to fend you. Adieu, 
moil affeCtionately. 

Yours e er, 

HOR. WALPOLE . 

.. LET T E R XCIII 

Stra~berry.hi1J, Sept. lS, I774. 

LAD"Y Aileiliury brings u this., which i not a letter, but a paper of 
dir.eClions, and the ounterpart of what I have \:vritten to madame du 

fraud. I beg of yout fc rioufly to take a great deal of notice of this d ar 
old friend of mine. She will perhaps expe more attention from ),ou, as 
m friend, and a it is her own nature a little, than will be quite cony _ 
ni nt to you: but ou have an infinite deal of patience and good nature, 

nd ,ill cufi it. I was aftaid f her import.\'llling Jady A--, who 
has a an d't:al to fc e and do, and therefi re I ha prepared mad. du D . 

. 
J Mr. Conway ended his military tour at Pa- went to meet him, a,nd where they {pent the 

riG, whither lady Ailefbury and Mrs. Damer winter together. 
und 
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lld. told her lady A. l()ves amtl{emeuts, and that, having tl ver b n 
Pans before, {he mufi not confine her: [0 II mull: y r b tl - an 
will all[wer: and I do not, I own, n1k this only ~ r madame' du • if: nd' 
fake, but foi my own, and a little for 'ours. ince th late king's d atl, 
lhe. has not dared to w rite to me fr e , and 1 ant to k"now the pr fc 1 t . 
ftate of France e '0. ly, both to (; tis my own curi Hty and fi r h.er fi ke, 
as I willi to le· tn , h ther her lfion, &c. i in any datlger Fe m the 
prefeht miniftr), [orne of~o r not h r friend. he n tell you 
grea~ deal if {h~ will-by t n't ean th t ihe is e [e . v', I or parti 1 
to her own ountry agai ou~- ite the contrary; fh 1 ve e b tt r. 
tha.n all France togeth r- t the h t s politic ; and there~ re, 0 mak 
her talk on it, you mutt tell her it is to fatisfy· me, and that wan.t t 
know whether fhe is , ell at curt, whether fhe ha ani fe r fr m the 
gover lment, particularly from Ma~repa and ivemois ,\ net tba I am 
eager to have monfieur de Choifeul and ma grandmafllan th ducbefi 
refiored to pow ... r. If you take it on this foot eafi1y, file will talk t y t1 

with the ut!Tloft franknefs and with amazing c1 veruefs. I ha e told her 
you are ftrangelyabfent, and that, if ihe do s not repeat it ov r nd 0 er 
you will forget every fyllable: fo I have prepared her to j k and b 'i ite 
familiar with you at once. She knows more of perfoual character I and 
paints them hetter than any body: but let this be between yourfc lye • 
for I would n,ot have a living foul [u[peCl: tbat I get any intelligen e from 
her, which would hurt her; and therefore I beg you not to let any human 
being know of thi letter, nor of your cOllver[atiolls with her, neither 
Engliih ;lOr French.. • 

, 
Mad. d\,l Deffand l' ates les philo[op4es, fa you mull: gi~e them up to her. 

She and madame Geoff'rin are no friends: fo, if you go thither, don't te.ll h r 
()f it. Indeed you would be fick of tha ~oufe,. whither all ' the pre
tended beaux efprits and fa~x [~avallt · go, and where th y 1'e very lll) pr

tir"ent and dogmati<;. 

, et me give you one other caut'on, which I {hall give lady A too • 
T ke care of your papers a Paris, and h~ve a very {hong loc to y.o~r 
porte-feuille. In the hotels gar i they have double keys to every lock, 
and examine eve y drawer and p per of the Englilh that they can get a . 
They 111 'pilfec too hatever: they. cal .-1 wa robbed of half my cloth 

ott v. y there 
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there the firft time, and they walilted to hang poor Louis to fave the peopI~ 
. of the poufe wHo had ~olel the ,t~ings. 

IIere is another thing I mu11: fay. Mad. du lleifalld h s kept a great 
man,y f my l~tters, and, as 1he 1 very old, I am in pain about them. I 
have written to her to beg the will liver them up to you to bring back 
to m "and'I truft the will:. If the's, be fo good to take gre t care of 
them. If {he does not mention them, l.h 'u11: before you come away" 
that I bego fd ~ou to bring them,; 1d , efitates, COl vince her how' 
it woul urt me to have letters written in'very ad French, alld mention
ing fc "eral people, both French and Englilh,./all into bad hands, and" per .. 
hap, be printed.. • 

Let me defire you. to read this fett '1 more than· once, toat you may not 
forget my rcque11:s, which are very important to me; and I muft give. you 
one othet caution,. without which all would be ufe1eti . There is at Pari:> 
a milo de l'Efpinaife, a p'retend d bel efprit, who was formerly an humble 

. ~mpalljon of ' mad. du Deff'and;, and betrayed he,!; and ufed her very ill.. 
l beg of y,ou not to let any body carry yo thither. It would difobJige my 
f!fiend of all things in the. wor.ld, and fhe would nev.er. tell you a fyllable; . 
and I own it would hurt me, who have fuch infinite obligations to her.,
that I ihould be very unhappy if a partic\llar friend. of min~ · fuoV\l.ed her 
thi .difregar.d:. She has done ·ev.ery thing UpOll. earth. to. pleafe and fervc 
m , and ! ' owe it to her to be earnefr about this attention. P.ray do not 
mention it: it m'ght look fimple in me, and let lowe it to her, as I know 
it would hurt her.: and at her a~e, with he.r misfottunes, and with infinite . 
obJ.igatiolls 011 rpy ~de, can I do too . much to thow my gratitude, or pre
vent her aoy llC:W mortification? ' I dwell \lEon i~ becaufe {he has fome 
enemies fo fpiteful that they try' tp carry' all Englifh to mad . . de l'Efpinaffe .. 

• • 
I Win1 the duchefs of Choifeul may come to Paris while you are - tHere; 

but I fear the will not: you wouhl like her of a11 things. She has mO!'e 
fenfe and more vir~ues than almofr any human being. If you choofe to fee 
any oftlie f~avallts, 1.t me·· recommead rnollfieur ·lluffon. He has not~on1y 
much m6re fenfe than any of them, but is all excellent!old man, humane, 
g nde, well-bred~ aud with none of the arrogant pertnefs of all the refi. 
If he is at Pari, you will fee a g<>od deal of the comte de Broglie at mad. 
Q11 Deffand?s. He is not a genius of ' the nrfi water, but lively and fome~ 

times , 
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times agreeable. The court, I fear, will be at Font inebleau, , hich will 
prevent your feeing many, unlefs you go thither. Adieu! at p·ttis! I leave 
the reft of my paper for England, if I happel te have any thing p hi u1. r 
to tell you. 

• Strawberry-hill, Sunday oa I} r 16, 171+. 

ECEIV D thi " nil}l1 er of the 6th from tra ll r . 
and before you get this you, ill ha~e had three from me b lady iie{bu;'. 
o.ne of them ihould have rc!ched you much. f« ncr; but lady A. k pt it, 
not being Cure where you was . .It w in an(wer to one ill whi II y \l 

told me an anecdote, which in this ~fr you afk if I had received. 

Your letter are always fo welcome to me, that you certainly have no 
'Occafion for exc\!fing what you fay or do not fay. Your details amufe me,' 
and fo would what you fupprefs j for, though I ha e no military genius or 
curiofity, whatever relateS to yourfelf ml.1ft illterefi: me. The honours 
you ha e recei ed, though I have fo little tafte for fuch thing. myfelf. 
gave me great fatisfacrion; and I do not know whether there i 11 t more 
p<leafure in not being a prophet in one's OWll country, when one i aIm ft 
received like Mahomet in every other. 0 be an idol at home, i no 
:Urured touc~fione of merit. Stocks and fiones have been adored in fifty 
regions: but do not bear tranfplanting. The Apollo Belvedere and The 
Hercules Farnefe may lofe their temples, but never lofe tht1r efiimation, 
by tr.aveUing. · , 

EleCtions-, you may be fure, are the only topic here at prefent-! m nn 
in Ena-Iand-not on this quiet hill, where I think of them as little a' Qf 
he fp~t where the battle of Blenheim was fought: They fay there will 

not 'be much alteration, but the phrenix will rife from its athes wich m it 
of its old plumes, or as bright. Wilkes at flrft feemed to carryall before 

• him, befule having obtained the mayoralty of London at laft. Lady 
.t told me laft Suuday, that he would carry twelve members. I 

---./ ave not been. in town finee, nor know any thing but what I colleCt from 
the papers; fD, if my letter is opened, M. de Vergcnnes will not amafs 
any very authentic intelligence from my diJllfllchu. 

Y 1. What 
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What I have taken notic of, is as follows: For the city Wilkes witi 

have, bt t thret; lllcrobets: he wililofe Crofby ; and ;rowufend witI carry 
.oliver: In Weftminfter, Wilkes will not have one) his Humphrey 
Cotes is by far the loweft on the poll ,; lord Percy and lord T. Clintotl are 
triumphant th e. Her grace 0 orthumberland fits at a window ill 

Covent-garden, harangues the mob, d is "Hail, fellow, rell met!" At 
Dover, Wiikes has carried one, ana bably will come in for Middlefex 
~imfe1f with Glynn. There ha e be l _g!e~ endeavo\lTs to oppofe him, 
'btl; to uct aurpof~.-O£ this I . lacr;~fi:l a l~Ot love a'mob fo near as 
Brentforsi./efpeclalIy as my roaa l~S th ug~ It. Where he has any 
other i tereft I am too ignorant in thefe matters to tell you. LQrd John 
Cavendi1b is oppofed at York, and at ,the beginning of the potl had the 
fewen numbers. C-F-, like the ghofr ill Hamlet, has fh'fted to 
many quart!!fS; but in moll: the 'cock rew, and he walked off. In South
wark, the e has been outrageous rioting; but I neither know the calliE
dates, their conneCtions, nor f\lccefs. This, perhaps, will appear ~ great ' 
deal of news at 'Pa,ris: here, r dare:: to fay, my Dutcher knows more. 

I • 

'. 1 can tel] yo'u fiilllefs of America. There are two or three more 1l11PS 
ith forces going thither, and Sir William Draper as fecond in command. 

1 

Of private news, except fhat Dyfon has had a {(roke ,of pa~(y, and 
ill die, there is cettainly none ; , for I faw that ilirill Mortling P6fi, 1 uy 

\.:J---, two hours <\gO, and fue did ~lOr know a paragraph. ' • 
, , 

r forgot to mention ' to you M. de M UI epas. lie was by far the ablcft 
und ~oft agreeable man I knew"at Paris: and if you flay, 1 think I could 
take the liberty of giving you a let~er to him; though? as he is now, fo g,reat 
a man, and I remain {O little an -one, I doh't know whether it wotild be 
~tlite fo proper-though h& was ('xceedjngly ,good to me? and pretted me 
~ften to mak.e him,a vifit in the cotlntry.~But 10rd Stormont can tertainly 

arty you to him-a odf~r parr~~rf. 

There was 01l~ of m11etter on which I with to hear from you; There ( 
re ' alwals Eng ilb cdffling from 'Paris, who would bring fuch 'a parce}·. 

ieafi you mi~ht fend me one volume at a t~me, and the reft alter ards: 
but I fhould not care tb have them venfUted by the c~mt'non conv yance. 
:Mad. du Deffand is negotiating f~t an ,enamel piCture fot 1rte; but if the 

'., obtains 
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obtains it, I had rather wait for it till you come. Th books I m n, are 
thofe I told you lady A. and Mrs. D. would give you a parti ular ac ount of, 
for they know my mind exaCtly. D n't repr ach me v ith not m e in ou 
at Paris. Recollect what I fuffi red tl i time two y r; and i you all 
have any not jon of fear, imagine my dr.ead f torture for fi re m nth and a ' 
half! When all the quiet of Stra'\ erry did but juft carry me throllgh it, 
could I fupport it in the noife of 1 rench h tel! an , '\ hat w uid b frill 
worfe, pofed to re eive. 11 vifit ? fi r the r n h, you know, l' no l' 

more in public .than in the o. 11 h. I am like animal , apd lov to hide 
myfelf when I am dyjng. r ' h3)1 \ 0 ~ . m, no two days b y'r,; ld th ri IS 

when I expected my dread\ul periodic vilitant, and b gil t grtrw v ry 
fanguille about the virtue of tb bootikins. I. {hall ev n ha c m age to bO 

to·morrow to Chalfont for two days, as 'it is but a jomney f tw h urs. I 
would not be a day's journey from h nee for Blord liv 's d'amond. Thi 
will fatisfy )'ou. I doubt madame du D frand is no fo ~ fily convinced : 
therefore pray do not drop a hint before her of blaming me for not m ting 
you; rather aifure he ... you are p-erfuaded it would ha e be n too great a rifk 
fOJ' me at this feafan. I willi to have her quit clear cf my attachm nt to 
her; but that I do not always find fo afy. YOll, Jam fure, will find hel 
all ze~l and emjlrejfttnent fOl' you and y urs. Adi u f 

LET T E R xcv. 

• trawberry,hill, 

" I:H VE received your letter of the z~d, and it cert< jnly ov rpays me, 
When yb thank inRend of fc Iding me, as 1 n .ared. A paffiollate man ha 

y little merit in beil1g in a paffion, and is fure of f.'!,1 inC)'" many thi 19 he 
r petlts, as I do. I only hope you think that I. coulc! llOt be {o much in the 
wrong for eery body; nor {bould have been perhaps even for you, ;f I bad 
not been cerfaip I was the only perfon, at that momen , th t could fc'rve you 
effentiaUy: and at fuch a crifis, I am {ure I ffiould take e acUy the fa ne 

• part again, cept in taying (orne things I did, of which I am aihamed J ! 
, ~ 

t TItif telates to :Mr. W01T~61e havi~g relented of a (ea in pat!iam~nr at tIl gener l .el (on, 
in a very warm manner, (orne neglea on the which took place in the year J774. E. 
part of hiifriends which deprived Mr. Conway 

1 will 
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1 "ill fay 110 mor n0W on that t pic, nor on any thing relating to it, becaufc " 
I have written my mind ver fully, and you will know it fc on. I can only 
t 11 'ott flOW, that I approve e:·trem ly your way of thinking, and hope you 
will not change it beft re yO\l hear from me, and kll w fame mate(\ial dr
"Cumfiance. . Y u and lady A. and ~gree exa ly, and {he and I certainly 
'c011fid e'r n]y you. J do 11 t an[wer he lall:, becaufe cO\lld not help telling 
'Y. u h \V vel kjndly I take our letter. All I beg is, that you wo Id have 
lio delicacy ab It my 1erving you any w • Y.J)ll know it is a pleali re to 
me: a1}Y~Od ' e e may have view that 'qu . arrafs you ;-and therefore, 
till ),ou a'e 11 the fpot, and can ge r ~our f (which I always ialift 
on b ca ie you are cooler than I, and becaufe, hough I have no interefi to 
fer e, 1 have pamons which-equally mifiead one), it will be wifer to d cljne 
~ll kind of propofals and offers. You will avoid the plague of contefied 
.elections and folicitations; and I fc t n<J reafons, at prefent, that can tempt 
you to be ill a hurry. 

You mutt not expeCt to be madame du Deff'and's , hrft favourite. Lady · 
Aileibury has made fuch a progrefs there, that you will not eafily fupplant 
her. I ha'V·e r ceived v lumes in her praife. You ha. e a better chance 
. vith madame de C--, who is very agreeable; and I hope you are not 
fuch an Engliih hufband as not to conform to the manners of Paris while 
you are there. 

I forgot to mention on or two of my favourite objects to lady A. nay, I 
am not fure fitc will tafte one of them, the ch Irch of the Celell:ines. It is 
-crowded with beau~iful old tombs: one of rancis II. whofe beatitude is
prefumed from his being huiband of the martyr Mary Stuart. Another is 
of the firft wi~ of John duke of Bedford, the regent of France. I think 
you was once there with me formerly. The ther js Richelieu's tomb, 
at the Sorbollne-but 'that very body is carried to fee. The hoteJ de 
Camava./et I, ne r the Place roy Ie, is , ortn looking at, e en for the fa~de, 
as you drivt; by. But of all earthly things the mofi worth feeing is the 
houfe at Verfailles, where the king.'s piaures~ not hung up, are kept. 
There is a treafure paft belief, though in fad order, and piled one againfrt .-, 
another. Monfieur de Guerchy once carried me thither; and you may 

~ Wher~ madame de Sevjgne relided. 

certainly 
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. certainly get leave. At the u embourg are fom hung up, and on l r
ticlllarly i worth going to fee alone: it i the Deluge by icol P u( tn, ' 

winter. The three other feafons are good for nothing-but the l\.lg i~ 
the nrfi pi ure in the world of its kinq. You \ ill be /ho k d t f e the 
glorious piCtures at the Palai royal tranfplanted to new Ca'll alfe , and 11 w ' 
painted and varniihed, a if they VI re to be fcene at the op ra-at I nit, 
they had trea~ed half a dozen, 0 the b fi: fe, three years ag , and w re 
aoing on. The prince o~ MQn c'o has a few fine, but ilill worfc uu d; 0 

of them ihil1~s more than, 0 king-~lafs; . I fear the . pOhti 11 of pi ures 
is over for this yea ; itt is generally very di'l)crting ' • . I, who went int . 
every church of Paris, can. alfure you there are few ~orth it: ' bu~ the 
Invalids-except the [emery at St. Roch, about bne or two o'c ock at noon, 
when t~ fun ihines;, the Carmelites, for the uido an the portrait ( 
madame de Ia Valiere as a Magdal n; the Val d ,race, for a moment; 
the ,reafun at Notre Dame; the ai'nte ChapeHe, wh l"e in the anti'-chapel 
are two ver large enamelled portraits; the tomb of oncle at the reat 

. Jefuits iil the rue St. Antoine, if not {but IIp;' and the little church of S . 
Louis in the Louvre, where is a fine tomb 0 card'n • .} Fleury, but larae 
enough to fiand on Salifbury-plaiu. One thing fj . me of you mufl rem mber, . 
as you return; nay, it is bet r to go 100n to~. eni , and ' madame du 
:Defraud roufr get you' a particular order to be iliown {which i oe er (hewn 
without) the effigies of the king. Tl1eyare m prelfes ov l' the tr afure 
which is ihown, and where is the glorioll ntique cameo-cup; but the 
COUI tenance of Charles IX. is fO horrid and remarkable, you would think 
he had! died on' 'the morrow f the St. arthe1emi, and wa ed full of the 
recolleCtion. If you ~ove eOim 1 and 9'quinte medal 1 get t fee the col
leCtion of a monfieur d'Henery, who live in the corner of the fir ct where 
fir John Lambert lives-I forget its name. There i an old man befi 'no th . 
'rue de Co]ombicr, who has a great but bad colleClion of old French por
traits; 1 delighted in them, but perhuJ?s y would not. 1, you m' y he 
:Ulre, hunted out every thing of that fort.. The convent and. coll iou of 
St. Germain,,I roeau that over againll: the hotel' du·Parc roy.d"is w.cll worth 

• feeinO'-bull forKe.t name fi:rangely.-Oh!, de ~ghtful-j()rd , Cholmo[ del y 
fends:lme word he goes to Paris on Monday: I {hall fend this and my otl er 
letter by him. It was him I meant; I knew he was gO!ug, and ha i pre- , 
pared it., 

It He mens {rom their extreme bad ,taftc. 
Pray 



• 
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t68 ~OM TI-Ut QN. 0 ACE WALPOLE 

Pray take care t look ~p your papers in tl fir 1, bo~ hat Jlobq~y can 
open. They imagine you ur at atis 011 fom commiffioll, F'-lld ther,e is no 
trufiing" French hotels or ' ferv~1l1ts. Am r'~ is in a defperate fituation. 
The acc Ullt fr m the COl grefs f!re not cxpeCtQd before tP(': JQth, and ex-

'pe ad very war . I have 110t time to tell you fome mall! uvres a a'nft 
them that will make your Wood curdle Writ to me when you can by 
private hands, as I will to you. There are alw }'S Engli!h paffm b ~ -
ward and forwards. 

J 

• 
"Y' . ...." 

t 

• LET T E R XCVI. 

Strawberry-hill, November 12, 1774. 

I HAvE ,received a delightful letter from you of fO\.lf ilieets, and. a lother 
lInce. I {hall not reply to the campaigning part (though much obliged to 
you fOI' it), becaufe I have twenty other fupjeCl:s more pr~ffing to talk of. 
The firfi is to thank you for your exceffive goodnefs to l11Y dear old frie~d-
the has fome illdifcre~i.ol~ ~ and you 17lujl not have a'U' to her; but the has 
.the belt heart in tbe world, and I am happy, ,at her great age, that the. has 
1pirit enough not to be ~lways upon her guard. A b~d heart, efpeeially 
.after long experience, ilt but too apt to overflow inwardly with prudence. 
At leafl:, as I am b\'lt tOQ like her, and have corre ed too few of my taul s, 
1 would fain perfuade myfelf that fome of them flow from a gooq prin,. 
ciple-but I have 110t time to tal of myfelf. though you are much too 

artial to me, al d give me an op 9rtunity; yet I !ha.ll not take it . . 
Now for Englifh news, and then your letter again. 

There has been a grfat m£>rtality here; though death has rather been jtri! 
{han a volunteet. , a I told lady Ailcfbury laft pofi,thot ' himfelf. 
He is dead, totally undone. Whether that alone was the caufe, or whether 
he had not done fomething worfe, I doubt. I cannot conceive that, wi,th 
his refources, he !hould have been hopelefs-and to fufpett him of delicacy, ( " 
rimpoffibleJ : ' r 

, A !hip is arrived from America, and I doubt with very bad news, I for 
,none bu.t trifling letters have yet been given out.-but I am here, fee nobody 

4 ~t 
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TO THE I-IoN. HE ~ TRY SEYMOUR CONWAY . . 
that knows any thin g, and only hear by accident from people that drop ill. 
The floop that is to bring the rc{ult of the general affi 'mhly j , not yct om<:. 
Therc arc indeed rumours, tlnt both the nOll-importation and c\' 11 1l011-

exportation have becll decreed; :\lld tlla.!. the flame i uni\ lr1~d . I hope 
thi is exag£!'erated! Yct I am told the flocks "ill fall yer . mu 'h in a cia y . 

'- I...." .. ". 

Of two. 
• 

I have nothin g to tell b~y r,\ il eiliur.\', but tbt 1 hear a (kploralfle a (,Ollllt 
of the ppm. 'Tbere i a ncw pllppet-fhow at Drury-hill e, :\s fill e as it:CIlL" 

can mal 'e it, call J The l\1aid ,of the O .. iKS, and a dull a: the aHthor could 
not help making it J . • 

E cept 1\1. D'HcroU\·illc I know all the pcople )'on !lalne. . I donbt 
b. things J have heard furmerly, n' a: han; beLll a ('()1l(II//01I11(/,:' I' . Tile 
duke, yuurjl rott·t!rur \ is mcdioTe el1()ll gh: )OU wou" ha\c lKcn more 
pleafed with hi ., wife. The chevalier's J bon-mot is excellellt, alld {(I i ' ilL'. 
H e has as much boultoJlnerie as the Ttalians, with Inore wit alld j}O\ cJt " 
His impromptu \'erfcs of tell admirabl. G t madam e: .Ill D eiT.tnd t l) n10W 

you hi Embafly to the pri!l cc{-; Chri{tine, and his \'crle: 011 h; s elden 1I1:cle, 
beginning, . i 1II01!fifltr de l'('(7ft. Hi , it, 'o lld uncle ha. part :' , but they arc 
not (o natural. l\1ac.lame dc Caraman i a "cry good killd of \ ' Omall, bl: 
has not a quarter of h r iiirer\ part . Madam t.: de l\firepoi.' is 1/'" agreeable 
wo:uan of the world, ,'> hen 111e pleafes-b1.lt there tnuil: Ilot he a card ill 
the room. Lord -- has aCted like himfdf; that is, unlike allY bod) c1l(:. 
You know, I belie'>.:', that I. tbink him a very good fl)caJ...C'.r; but I han; 

. little opinion of his j~ dgmen <t ild kll IJ\\' cdge of the " ,orlel, and a ~ l eat 
opinion of his affc ation allli infillcerity. The abbe 1 aynal, th(JlWh } c: 
wrote that fine work on th e com mcr 'e des dellx rllde", is the mofl ti rcfom c 
creature in the world . The firil tin lc I met him was at thc dull baron 
d'Olbach's: we were twelve at table: I drccic1ed ()pcllillg my IllOlltr. ill 

French, bcf~)re fu many people aud io many {cfvant : he began queiliol1-

I Mr. Walpv~r:'~ opinion of this aut],or to
tally changed upon the appearance of TI le 
lleire;s, which he always called" the genteeldt 
comedv" in the Englifh language. E. 

~ TJ:e due de la V :>liere; of whom Mr, C(,n
way had fa!d, that, when pre[ented to him, " his 

VO ,L , V. Z 

• • 

reception was what might be called good , but 
r:lthcr d·' /Jrofd7ioll . E, 

J Tilt chevalier cit' Boumas, 11 kllown fer 
hi s Lt:ttcr ; from Switzerland , dddrefT'l'u to IIi 
mother; his R eine de Colconde, a tode ; :lml 
a number of very pretty vcrs de fociw:, E. 

JII£; 



• 
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. ng me, crofs the table, about our colonies, which I underfrand as I do 
Coptic. I m,ade him figns I was deaf. A.fter dinner he found I was not, 
..and ne\'er fargave me. ' Mademoifelle Raucoux I never faw till you told me 
madame du Deffand faid the was dtmont"aque fans chaleur! What painting! 
I fee her now.. Le Kain fo~ne1imes pleafed me, oftener not. Mole is 
charmino- in genteel, or in pathetic comedy, and would be finc in tragedy, 
if he w~s . ftronger. Preville is always perfeC1ion 1 like his wife in 
,affeCted parts, though 110t animated en<:>ugh. There was a delightful 
woman who did the lady Wiihforts, I don't kn~w if there il:iU, 1 think her 
name mademoifelle Drouin; and 1l fat womau, rather elderly, who fome. 
tim'es aCted the foubrette. But you have mi£{ed the Dumenil, and Caillaut! 
What irreparable loffes! • Madame du Deffaud, perhaps-I dOll' t know
could obtain your hearing the Clairon-yet the Dumenil was infinitely 
preferable. • 

I could now almoft find in my heart to laugh at you for liking Boutin's 
garden ". Do you know, that I drew a plan of it, as the completeft ab. 
(urdity I ever fav. What! a river that wriggles at right ~ngles through a 
fione-gutter, with two tnnfy puddings that went dug out otit, and three or 
four beds in a row, by a corner of the wall, with famples of grafs, corn, and 
6f ell friche, like a taylor's paper of patterns! And you like this I I will tell 

ark-place--Oh! I had forgot your audience in dumb ihow-Well, as 
madame de Sevigne faid, Le roi de Pruife, c'eft Ie/plus grand roi du mOllde 
fiill ". My love to the old parliament: I don't love new ones . .. 

• • 
I went feveral times to madame de Monc;onfeil' who is juft what you 

fay. Mefdames de Tmgri & de 1 Vauguion I never faw: madame de 
NQaillcs once or twice, and enough. You fay fomething" of madame Mallet, 

J S e another ludicrous efcript'l.on of this 
arden in ;) letter to Mr. Chute. 

s 'I his alludes to Mr. Conway's prcfentation 
to t~e king of France, Louis XVI. at Fontaine
bleau, of which in his Ie er to Mr. Walpole he 
gives' the following account' : ..E. 

" On St. Hubert's liay ;n the morning I had 
the honour of being prefented to the king: 'twas 
.. good day and an excellent deed, You may 

e C"re I was weU recei~ed, the French re Co 

polite I and their court fo polifueu! -Th 
emperor ind ed talk d to me cv ry day; fo did 
the king of Pruffia regularly ant! m 1.: but 
that was not to be co'mpared to the extraordi-
11ary reception of his moft chriftian majefiy, . 
who, when 1 WItS prefented, did 110t {top, nor 
look to fee what fort of an animal was offered 
to his notice, but carried hi head as it Ceemed 
fomewha.t higher, and patrNll1i was." 



TO THE Ho . HENRY SEYMOUR CONW Y . . 
which I could not read; for, by the way, your brother and I aO"r e that you 
are grown not t writ legibly: is that lady in bei .::>? I knew h r ft rm dy. 
Madame de Blot I know, and monfieul: de aulmy I kno ,. ut {; r ~ 
heaven' fake who i col. C nwiJ.y I ? 1ademoifelle S nad n i fa lana 
dOlma, and n t mademoifc He Celadon·, a call her. prayamlf my 
good monfi ur Schoualow of my great r gard; he i one of the b it of 
~~~. . 

I ha e faid all J could, at leafi, 11 t ihould. I te(erve the reft of my. 
paper for a p fiferi t; for thi is. bu t Saturday, and In y letter' cann dep rt 
till Tuefda : but I could not for ne minute def l" an£\ ring y ur ,h rm~ 
ing volume, which intereft e i( much. I g~i e fo r lady Hnrriet's J 
fwelled. face, and with for both their fakes (he could trall. ~ r it to h r fath r. 
I aIrure her I meant nothing by defir~l g you t fc e the erii.s to th ptinceii 

hrifiine., wherein there is very profane mentior of a air of fw lIed 
cheeks. I he r nothing of madame d'Olonne '.- h ! mak madame du 
Deffand thow you the fweet portr it of madame d pri, the duke of 
Bourbon's mi!hefs 6. Have you feen madame d Mon~co, and th r mains 
of madame de Brionne? If you with to fc e Mrs. A-, afk for the ill eIre 
de Ligne. If you have feen monii ll r d Maur pas, you h ve feen th 1 te 
100d Hardwieke 7. By your not naming him, I fuppofe the due de Nivern is 
is not at Paris. Say a great deal for me t M. d GuifilCS. You will n t fcc 
roy paffion, the duehefs de Chatillo . If you fe madame de ivern is, y u 
will think the duke of Neweafile is orne tO'life again. Ala! bt,re is my 
pofifeript ? 

• 
• • 

1 An officer in the French fervice. 
• Mademoifelle Sanadon, a lady who lived 

with madame du D fland. 
3 Lady Harriet Stanhope, afterwards married 

to lord Foley, was at thi time at P rie with her 
father the earl of Harrington. 

• 
• B; the chevalier de oumers. 
J 'fhe beauti 1 ellam I miniature of mQdame · 

d' Jonnc, n wat Strawberry-hill. 
o This portrait is n w at Str. w erry-hiIJ. 
1 He m fro their perrona1 rd"rnbJ' nc~. 
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XCVII. 

Arlington.ftreet, November 27, 1774: 

I HAVE receive~ your .Qelit,~tfu.lly plump packet with a letter of fix 
pages, one from madame du Defrand, the Einges, and the Lit de juftice. 
Now obferve my gratitude: I appoint you my refident at Pari ; but you 
are not to ;efemble all our minifiers abroad, and expe~ to live at home, 
which wO"~ld defrroy my lord CajNecomer's I vi~ in your ftayi 19 at Paris • . 

. Howe .er, to prove to you that I have fOIl}e gratitude that is not totally 
felfith,l will telLyou what little news I know, before I anfwer· our letter; 
for Engliih news, to be f~re, is the mofr agr~eable circumfranc in.a. letter 
f.rom England. 

On my coming tq town yefierday, £here was nothing but more deaths
don't you think we have the plague? the bifhop of W orcefrer, lord Breadal 
bane, lord Strathmore. The firfr fell from his horfe, or with his horfe, 
at Bath, and the bifhoprick was incontinently given to biihop North. 

Am ica is frill more refractory, and I doubt rill outvote the minifiry. 
They have picked general Gage's pocket of three pi ces of cannon, and in
tercepted (orne troops that were going to him. Sir William Draper is 
writing plans of pacification in our newfpapers; and lord Chatham fiatt rs 
liimfelf that he thall be fent for when the patient is given over; which 1 
d011't tl1inK. at all unlikely to happen. My poor nephew ~ is very political 
too: fo we ihall not want mad-doctors. A .. propos, I hear Wilkes fuys he 
will propofe l'I. for fpeaker. • 

The .. ecc1efiafiical court are corne to a refo]l.ltion that the duchefs of 
Kingfro . Mrs. Hervey; and the fent nee will be public in a fortnight. 
It is not fo certain thctt 1he·wi1110fe the efiate. Augufius 3 is not ill a much 
more pleafant pl'edica.ment an the js. I faw lord Brifiol lafi: night: he 
looks p rfectly well, but his fpeech is much aft'"eCted, and his right hand. 

J A cant phrafe of Mr. Walpole's, whic9 took "Yes, indeed, it is wl'y illcoll'umient to my lanl 
de rife fro~ the following fiory: CnJllecamer." E. 

TIle tutor of a young lord Cafilecomer, who • ~ s George Walpole, earl of Orford. 
lived at Twickenham with his mother, llaving • AuguA.us Herv.ey, to whom file was firR: 
broke his leg, fomebody pitying the poor man, m:al7ied. . . 
to the .p:1other, lady Caillecom.er, file replied, 

Lady 



TO THE HON. HE RY SEYMOUR CO WA . . 
Lady Lyttelton, who, you know nev r h ars any thing that ha h. • 

pened, wrote to me two do. s ag ,t aik if it, ould not b liec tt1.ry for 011 

to come over for the metting of the parliament. I anr • r d, er}, gru: I, 
that to be fure you ought: but though fir l(Jmes Morgal1. threat ned y u 
loudly with a ' petition, yet, a it could 110 eard ill er lirifimas,. 
was afraid you would not be p rfuaded to come foonet. I ho ih "\ ill 
inquire who fir james Morgan i and that p ople will rfuae h r!he ha 
made a coufufiol1 about Hr James .N ow fi r y.our 1 tter . 

• • • 
1 have been in the chambr~ .de parlement, I think they call it th grand 

chambre; al1d was {hown the orner in which the mon r h fit" n 0 

Bot wonder ou did not gue s where it was th.ey lllt, It i j 1ft like tl 
dark corner, under the window, where I alway fat in the houfc of c t ... 
mOllS. '~hat has happened, has .paffed exa ly according t my idea. 
When one king breaks one parliametH, and anQthcrall0th'er, what can the 
refult be but de[potiim? or of what elfe i it a proof? If a tory king dif .. 
places. his father's whig lord chamb rlain, neither lord chamb rlain has the 
more or the lefs power over the theatres and co rt-ffiournillg and irth·da,y 
balls. All that can arri is, that the people 1I1 be itill mor a tached to 
the old parliament, from this feeming .refiitutiort of a rjght- tIt th pe 1 
mu!t have forne power before their attachment can lignify a :!haw. 1 h 
old parliament too may [orne time o·r other give' itfelf more airs I 6u this con
feffion of right; but that too cannot be but 'n a minority, or when the 
power of the crown is leffened by reafons that ha e nothing to do with the 
parliament. I 'vvil1 anfwer for it, they will be too grateful to gi e umbrage 
to their refiorer. InQeed Cdirl not think the people wO'.ll be fo quick
fighted at once, a to {; e tl;e djfiinttioi1 of 01 and 1 ew a without a 
differel ,. Me.think$ France and England nre like the land an th [ea; 
one gets a little fenfe when the other lafes it. 

.. . 
I am quite fatisfied with all you tell me uQ6ut my friend. My illt~ntioll. . 

is certainly to fee her again, if I am able; btlt I am t 0 old to .lay plans, 
efpecially when it depends on the defpot gout to regifier or cancel them, It 
is even mei ncholy to fee her, when it will probably be but once mot ; and 
~ill more melancholy, when we ought to fay to one a other, il a diffi rOl1t 
fenfe from ~he commOll, a revoir! However, as mine is a pr tty cheer 1 

J We have {een thefe alrl not only the caufe of its own defiruaion, bu of one of the grea ft 
nfolution5 that ever took place in Europe. E. . . ki d 

• u 

• 
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kind of philofophy I think the beft way is to thi~k of dying, but to talk 
and act as if one was not to die; or elfe one tires other people, and dies 
before on.e's time. I have tru1y °all the affection an.d attachment for her 
that {he deferves from me, or I lhould nut be fo v~ry thankful ° as I am for 
your kindnefs to .her • • The .chemeuls ill c-ertaillly return at Chrifimas 
and will make her life much more agreeabl. The duchefs has as much 
i\.ttention to ~er as 1 cOlJld have; but that will 110t keep me from making 
her a vifit. 0 

~ 

• • I have only fc en, not known, the younge~ madame de Bouffiers. For-
her mufic;al talents, I am little worthy of them'-yet I am juft going to 1 dy 
Bingham'S to hear the Bafiardel1a, whom, tho~h the firfi finger in Italy, 
Mrs. Yates could not or wo~ld not agree with '; and {he is to ha e twelve 
hundred pounds for fi~lging twelve times at the Pantheon, wbere, if {he had 

• a voice as loud as lord Clare's, {he c,ou d not be heard., The two bons .... 
mots you fent me are excellent; but, alas! I had heard them both before: 
confequently your own, which is very good too, pleafed me much more., 
M. de Stainville I think you will ubt like : he has feufe, but has a dry 
military hadb~lef, ~hat at le~fi: did not fui~ me-ahd then I hate his barba
rity to his wife 2. . 

You was very lucky indeed to g~t one of the fixty tickets '. Upon the 
whole, your travels have been very fortunate, and the few mortilications 
amply compenfated. If~. duke" ohas been fpiteftll when your back was 
turn d, a hero-king has been all courtefy. If another kiJ,)g has been filent, 
an emperor has~been fingularl gracious. Frowns or filenee m~y happen 
to any body: the fmi.les have been addreffed to you par icular1y.-So w~s the 
ducal frown indeed-but WDtlid yo hay earned a fmile at the price fet on 
it? One cannot do right and be always app]~ude.d-but in {uch c fes are 
not frowns tantamount ( . " 

As my letter will not fet forth till the day after to ... morrow, I refer 0 the 
reft for :iny additional news, and this time 'lIJill re[erve it. 

• J To Gn~ at the opera. 
s Upon aofur. 'cion of gallantry, the was con

fined for life. 
3 To fee the lit de juftice held by Louis XVI. 

wl\en he recalle4 the parl~am~nt of Paris banHh~ 
I 

3 

ed by Louis XV. atthe inftigation of the chan .. 
cellor Maupou, and fuppre£rcd the new one 0 

their crention. E . 
.. The duke de Choifcul. . 

St. 
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St. Fa Ii ment's d ,29tb, ai'ter brcakf ft. 

THE fpeech is faid to be firm, and to talk of the ,"ebellion four r vince 
of Maffachufets. !loop is a rived yet to tell us how to call the reft. 
Mr. Van is to move for the expulfioll of il' S; whi h iH diftr G', and' 
may produce an odd fcene. L rd Holland i certainly deo. th pap r 
fay, Robinfon too, but that I don't know :-fo many d aths 1 te make 
rep rt I ill to right and 1 ft . 

• 

L T T E R XCVIII . • 

Arlington-ftr t, Dec m er '5, J 77+. 

AS I wrote to lady Ailefuury but·on Tuefday, I {bouid not have followcd • 
it fo foon with this, if I had nothing to tell you but of my~ 1f. My gouts 
are never dangerous, and the {hades of them not important. H wever, to ' 
difpatch this article at once, I will tell you, that the pain I felt yefierday in. 
my elbow made me think all former pain did not defer 'e the name. ' Hap-
pily the torture did not laft above two hours; and, which is more fur iring, 
it is all the real pain I have felt; for though my hand has been as (ore a if 
flayed, and that both feet are lame, tbe bootikins demou ftrah!y prcvent r 
extraCt the fiing of it, and I fee no reafon not to expeCt to get ut ill 
fortnight more. Surely, if I am laid up but one month in two years, il fiead 
()f five or fix, I ,have reafon to think the bootikins fent from heav n . 

• 
The long exp tled fioop i .arri ed t 

The general congrefs ha e ot d, 

A non-importation. 

A non-exportation. 

A non-co filmption . 

• 
fi, and is lad d a 111 n of var I 

That, in cafe of hoftilities com itted by he troops t Hoft n, the fc eral 
F ro l i11Ces will march to the affiftanc of their COUl trymen. • 

That the c~rgoes of {hips now at fea thall be fold on their ~rriv 1, alld tb 
money arifing thence given to the poor at Bofiollo 

hat 

• 
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That a letter, in the nature of a petition of rights, {hall be fent to the 

king; another to the houfe 0 con;mons; a third to the people of England j 
a demartd of tepeal of all the aCts. of parliament affeCtiBg North America 
paffi d during this reign, as alfo of the Quebec-bill: and thefe refolution 

"not to b altered- till fuch rrptal is ' obtained • 
. 

Well, I believe you do not regret being neither in parliament !lor in ad
rninifiration! As you are an idle man, and have nothing elfe to do, you may 
fit down and teJl one a remedy for all this. Perllaps you will ~ive yourfelf 
air. , and fay you was a prophet, and that prop'hets are not honoured in their 
own cO'llhtry.- Yet, if you have any infpiration ~bout you, I affure you it will 
be of, gr at f~rvice-We alie at our wies end- which was no gr at journey. 
-Oh! ou conclude lord Chatham's crutch will be fuppofed a wand, and 
be [ellt for-T~ey might as well fend for my crutch; and they fhouJd not 
have it ~ the ~il~ is a little too high to help them over. ,His lordfhip is a 
little fitter for tratifing a fiorm than laying one, and of late feems to ha ~ 
lofi both virtu~s . The Americans at leafi have aCted like mell, gone to the 
bottom at onc~, and fet the whole upon the whole. Our conduCt has been ' 
that of pert children: we have"throwh a prbble at a maftiff, and are furprifed it 
was not frightened. Now we mu'fl: be worried by it, or mull: kill the gl.lardian 
of the houie, which will be plundered the moment little mafier has nothin~ 
but the old nurfe to defend it. B\Jt I have done , ith retleCl:ions; you wi.ll 
be fuller of them than I. 

.. 

Arlington.fl:reet, December 26; 177"4"

I BEGIN my lette.r: to-d.ay,. to prevent the fatigue of dictating two to· 
morrow. III the :firft -and beft place, I am ery near recovered; that is, 
though ftill mommy, I have no pain 1 ft, nor {carce allY fenfation of gout 

xcept in .my rig t hand, which is :lEll in complexion and fbape a lobfter's 
claw. ow, u.nlefs any body can prove to me that three weeks are longer' 
than five onth an' a half, they will hardJy convmce rr.e tha~ the bootikins 
ate ~ot a C'.lre for fits of the gout, and a very fhort cure, though they can
not pr vent it: nor perHaps is it to be wiilied they . fhould; for, if the gout 
prevents ev ry thing elfe, would not one have fomething that does? I have 

but 

o 
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but,one fingle doubt left about the bo tikiIls, which i , wh ther th d n t 
weaken my breall:: but as I am fenfible that my o~ n fpirit d h. If the 
mifchief, and that, if I could have held my t ngue, alld ke t fr m t 1 ~i ll and 
.dicbtin-g letters, I ihould not have been hal ~ d I h v en, t r r
mains but half due to bootikin on the balance: nd furel! th r va. f 
rhe lall: J ll" fit, and tw years more ill age" ou h to m ke an ther d ~ 
tion. Indeed, my forcing myfelf to die ate my 1 ft 1 ter to· ou almofi: 
killed me; and fin e the g ut is n t danoerou t me if I am kept p di 1 
quiet, my good·old friend muft have patience, and not inult u 11 lett rs {rol 

me but. whe it is qui ~ eafy to- me t fend them. So much for me and my 
gout. I will now endeavour. to anfwer fuch parts of your laft lett'er as I 
can in thi manner, and conlidering how difficult it is to read )'pur writin cr 

in a dark room. 
• 

I have not yet been able to look into the French har gue you fent me. 
Voltaire's verfe~ to Robert Covelle are not only v ry bad, but very con
temptible. 

I am delighted with all the honours you receive, and with all the nmu(e-
ments they procure you, which is the beft part of honours. or the glori. 
ous part, I am always like the man ill Pope's Donne, 

" Then happy he who thaws the mbs, faid 1." 

That is, they are leaft troublefome there. The flrmijJime I y u met at 
Montmorency is one of the 1 fr to my t fte; we quarrelled a ut uffcau, 
and I never went near "him after my fir l! 'urney. M d me . wi 1 
tell you the frory, if !he has not forgotten it. 

It is fuppofed here, that the new proceeding. of the Frenl'h ,arliament 
will produce great eif(..Ct : I don't fuppofe allY {uch t~in. Wha . merica 
will produce I know fiilliefs; but certainly f< mething very [eriou. TllC 
merchant have fummoned a meeting for the fecond f next In nth, a ld 

• the petition from the congrefs to the king i arrived. The head hav b en 
1hown to lord D ; but I hear one f the agetlt. i ag~il1fi refenting 
it: yet it is thought it will be delivered, and then bo ordered t b aid b ~ re 
parlia eut. The whole affair has already been talked f tl ere on the: r y 

J The prince de Conti. 

VOL. V. Aa and 

• • 
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1u~d navy-days; aud Burke, they fay, has thone with amazing wit and ridi
cule on thct late inaCtivity of Gage, and his lofing his cannon and {haw; on 
his beineg lutrenched ill a town with an army of obferv cion; with that army 
being, as fir William Meredit ~d 1i id~ all a1ylum for magiilrates, .and to 

. fecure the port: Burke aid, he had heard of an afylum for . d btors a~d 
whores, never for magiil tes; and of thips, never of ~rmies, fec'luill g a port 
This i all there has be n in parliament, but eletli ns. C- F-'s 
place did not come into queftio.n. 1\1r. , who is ~lle of the lew eleCt,. 
has opened, bur with no fuccefs. There isa feaman, Luttre11, ~hat promi e. 
much better. . 

I am glad you like the duchefs de LauzUll I: the is one of my favourites. 
The hot,el du Chatelet promifed to be very fine, but was not iiniihed when 

• 1 was laft at Paris. I was much pleafed with the perfon that flept agaillft 
St. 'Lambert's poem; 1 with I had thought of the nofrrum, when Mr. -. 
a th~\l[and years ago, at Lyous, would read an epic poem to me jUlt as I had 
received a dozen letters from England. St. Lambert is a great jackanapes., 
and a very ti~1y genius. I fuppof~ the poem was The Se' fons, which is four 
falls fpUll Qut into a Georgic. 

If I had not een too ill, I ihould have thought of bidding you hear mId
night mars on Chl'ifi:mas-eve in madame du Defraud's tribune, as I ufed to do. 

I She b came ducbdre de 'Biron upon the death 
d her hufuand's irandfather, the ~arechal due 
cie Biron. 

This amilable, interl!fi:ing, and irtuouaewo
man, the purity of whoCe charaCler, even Imder 
oil the unfavourable circum fiances of an ill. 
fliited man lage and a huf'band's (l:range ne~ 
glea, neither French profltgacy ·.or French 
levity had ever dared afperfe, having twice Bed 
to thi countfY, after the revoltltion in her own, 
to avoid tha~ v~olence and thofe 'perfecutions to 
wh~ch her noble birth and great perfona! for
tune C()uld alone make h'rt- liable, unadvifedly 
JJ turned to iaris in the Cpring of theyear 179-4, 
deluded by fallacious promifes of fecurity, and by 
hopes of preferving fome of ttle very large for
tune to which Ole was heirefs, to .ffift thofe of 
her friends and dependants, 'Who, iJ:lv~~vcd ill the 

fame circumfranc:es with herfelf, had no ruch 
refourccs of th~ir own. . 

This amiable Being, in the prime of ljfe;and 
unaccufed of any crime, was nrft confined in 
her own houfe., then fent to a common jail, and 
foon after fell an undiftinguHhed victim to the 
bloody and ruthlefs tyranny of Robefpierre. 

That.there may have perilhed, in the courfe of 
his indifcriminate I,laughter, many viCtims. 
equally innocent, is hardly to be d01,lbted; but 
thofe w,ho were perfonally aC'ltlainted wi~ the 
mild unmeddling chanaer, tJ1e quiet una!fum- < 

ing fenfe, and the modea diffident mannera of 
the due. dre de Biron, t:an never figure her to 
themfelves, b\lrned by ruffians to a prifoD) and 
perifhing publicly on a fcaffolci, without peculiar 
fentiments of horror, melancholy, and difguft. 

E . 
. To 
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To be [uTe, you know that her apartment wa paTt of madam d M ot .. 
(pall's, whofe arms are on the back of the grate in madam du Deff'aup' 0 n 
bed-chamber. A-propos, alk: her to thow you madame de Prie' piaur, 
M. Ie Due's mifirefs-I am very fond of .it- d make her tell ou h r 
hifiory. . ' 

I have but two or three words more. Remem er my parce1.. of letters 
from 'madame du D. and pray remember this injunCtion, not to ruin your
felves in bringittg prefents. • A very night fairing of a guine r two obli e 
as much, is more f: lhionable, and not a moment fc oner forg tt n than a 
magnificent one; and then yoP may very cheaply obhge he more perfon . 

. but as the lick fox, in Gay's Fables, fays (for one "alway excepts onefc 1£), 

" A chicken too might do me good-" 

I allow you to go as far as three or even five guineas fer filUff-box for 
me: and then, as told the king, whet h a{ked for the re ... 
vedion of the Light-houfe for two lives, and the ing reproached him with 
having always advifed him againft granting reverfions; he rep ied, ' Oh fir, 
but if your majefiy will give me this, I will take care you !hall never gl '0 

way another. tt 
. 

Adieu, WIth my own 1 ft hand, 

Arlington-arter, December 3r, r 774-

o child was ever fo delighted to go into breeches, as [ was this morning 
~to bet on a pair I)f cloth fuoes as big as Jack Harris's: thi j y may be th 
fpirits of dotage-but what fignifies whence one is happy? 00 erve too 
that this is w.rittell with my own rjght hand, with the bootikin aCtually 

pon it, which ha~ no difiinEHon of fingers: {o I no 1 nger fee any ira 1 
in Buckilloer, who was amous for writing without hands or feet [a if' t wa 
. . A a 2 indifferent 

• 
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• 

indifferent which one ufes, provided one has a pair of either]. Take notice, ' 
I write (0 much better without fingers than with, that I advife ),011 to try a . 

• 
bootikin. To be Cure, the operation is a little flower; but to a prifoner, 

. the duration . of his amufement is.of far more confequeuce than the vivacity 
fit . • ( . 

. I 

• 
'L aO: night I ~eceived your very kind, I might fay)'our letter tout court, of 
hriftmas-day.. By this time I truO: you are quite out of pain about me • 

. My fit has been as regular as' pollible; onty, as if the bootikins were poil: .. 
horf< 5,' it made the grand tour of all my.liinbs in three weeks. If it wiII 
always u(e the fame exp~ition, I am conte t it ihould take the journey 
once in two years. You muO: not mind my breafi:: it was always the 
weakefi part of a very weak fyO:em ; '~et did not fuffer now by the gout, 
but in confequence of it; and would not have been near fo bad, if I could 
have kept from talking and dietating letters. The moment I am out of 
pain I am in high fpirits; and though I never take any medicines, .there is · 
on thing abfolutely neceffary to be put into my mouth-a gag. At prefent 
the town is {o empty that my tongue is a fine-cure. 

I am well acquainted with the Bibliotheque du Roi, and the medals, a ld 
the pints. I fpent an entire clay in looking over the Engliih portraits, and 
kept the librarian without his dinner till dark night, till I was fatisfied. 
Though the Choifeuls I will not acquaint with YOll, I hope their abbe Barthe ... 
eIl).i ~ is not put under the fame quarantine. Befides great learuin g, he has 

infinite wit and poJiifonnerie, and is one of the heft k~nd of men in the world. 
As to ,the grandpapa', il ne nous aime pas nou's autres, and has never forgiven 
lord Chatham. Though exceedin,gly agreeable himfelf, I don't think his tafte 
exquifite.--Perhaps I was piqued; but he {eemed to like - better than 
any of us. Indeed I am a little afraid that .my dear friend's impetuous zeal 
may have been a little too prompt in preffing you upon them d'abord :-but 
don't fay a word of tbis-it is her great goodnefs.-I tha\1k you a million 
of times for aU yours to her :-ihe is perfeetly grateful for it~ 

• Mr. ~otfWay and the ladies of hi a party had .. The author of the Voyage du jeune Ana-
met with the molt Battering and diftingui{hed charlia. 
reception at P ris from every body but the 'due 
and duch~lTe de ChoifeuJ, who rather fccmed to • A name given to the due de- Choifeul b, 
decline their acquaintance. E. madame d~ DeJran<l. 

The 
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The chevalier's I verfes are pretty enolJgh. I own I like S urin's ~ much 
better than you feem to do. Perh ps I am prejudic d .by the curfe on th 
chancellor at the end. • 

Not a word of news here. In a fick-room e hears all there is, but I' 
have not heard even a lie: but as this will not Gout thefe three days, it i 
to be hoped fome charitable chriftian will tell a body nee .I.ately indeed 
we heard that the king of Spain had abqicated; but I believe it was fome 
fiock-jobber that had depoted him. , • 

Lord George Cavendiih, for my folace in my retirement, has giV'en me a 
book, the Hiftory of his own Fumefs-abbey, wf"itten by a Scotch ex-jefuit. 
1 cannot [ax that this unnatural c njuntl:iotl of a Cavendiih and a j fllit has 
produced a lively colt; but I found 11 palfllge worth any money. It is in an 
extraCt of a conftable's journal kept during the civil war; anll ends thu : 
" And there was never heard of iuch troublefom~ and diftratl:ed times as 

I Verfes written by the cHevalier de Bouffiers, 
to be prefented by madame du DdTand to the 
duke and duchefs of Choifeul. They are mere 
vers de fodetS, and would not be tol~rable out 
of the fociety for which they were written. E. 

, They were addrefi"ed to Mr. ~e Ma\eth~rbes, 
then premier prelident de la co~r de~ ~\lde ; 
tince {\:ill more diftinguiilied by hiS havlOg been 
the intrepid though unfuccefsful advocate 
chofen by th~ unfortunate 1,.ouis tYT. on, his 
trial. He foon after periihed by the fame gUlliv 
tine, from which he could not proferve his ill. 
f~ted mafier. E, 

The verfes were a8 follow i 

Sur monfieul' de Maleilierbes, premi~l' prea. 
.lent de la cout des aides. 

O! qu'on alme la bonhommie 
. ~i dans ta grande ame "allie 

Aux.grands talents f 

Tout P ris fate Ma)cfherbes, 
Le plus grand t le moin {uporb. 

Des rev/!/IQnl I. 

Jadis l'orateur qu'on rel'J()mme, 
e l'exil revenu a Romel 

EClt mame accueii : 
Mais lo Ciceron de 1a France 
D e l'autre touto l"loquellce 

Sans fon orgueil. 
• 

Amis; fa gloire l' mbarratre, 
11 faudra pourta:u qu'ils'y fatre : 

Mais tilons doux, 
Et Dou8 r(:pv(~mll fur l'hiftoil'e , 
Sans plus lui parJer d'! fa gloire, 

• Buvo s y tous-

A eelu; qui (i bien confeille 
Son maitre, dont iI a l'oreiUe', 

lluvon8 auffi 
A fa fante-Je vouslaporte, 
Mais difons Clue Ie diablo ,mportc 

On fq it bi n qui I 

, Le dljc de Ch~ifeuL 
• The mtmbcn of the rccalltd parnament were oalled Itt re'/J.(1IAnJ. 

the1~ 

• 
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thefe five years have been, but eJ)lccially for cDfljiab'es.". It is fo natural. 
that inconvenient to my fori CqJI~comer is fcarce a bettr-r proverb. 

Pray tell lady A. that though {he haa been fo v ry good to me, I addrefs 
iny letters to you· rather tth to her, becaufe my pen is not always upon its 
guard, but ·is apt to fay w atever comes into its n 'b ;. nd then if {he peeps 
over your ihC1Ulder, I am c nfe not to know it. Lady Harriet's willies have 
done me great good: nothing but a father's gOU[ could be obdurate enough 
to relift them. eMy Mrs. :0. fays nothing to me; but I give her intentions 
credit, a~d lay her filence on you. . 

• January I, '775; and a happy new yead 

I WALK! I walk! walk alone !-1 ' have been five times quite round my 
• room to-day, and my month is ,not up f Tne day after to~morrow I {hall 

go down into the dining-room; the next week to ake the air; and then 
if Mrs. is very pl'effing; why, I don't know what may happen. 
Well! but you want news-there are none to be had. They think there tS 
a lhip loft with Gage's difpatches. Lady Temple gives all her diamonds to 
mifs Nugent. Lord Pigot 10ft 400 poupds the other night at princ~ 
Amelia's. Mifs Davis ha~ carried her caufe againfi Mrs. Yates, and is to . 
ling again at the opera. Thi is all my cotfee-houfe furnillied this morning-

LETTER. CI. 

Arlington-nreet, January IS, I77S; 

YOU have made me very happy by fayillg your journey to Naples is laid 
alide. f rhaps it made ctoo great impreffion on me; but you mull: refieCl-, 
that all my life I have fati fied myfelf with your being perfeCt, inll:ead of 
trying to be (0 myfelf. I don't aik. you to return, though I willi it: in 
truth, there ~s nothing to invite you. I don't want you to come and breathe 
nre and fword agaillfi. the Boftonians, like that fecond duke of Alva the in
flexible 1 rdo G- G· ; or to anathematize the coutt and all its 
works, like the incorruptible B. ho fcorJ}s lucre, except when he can buy 
an hundred tho\lfalld acres from naked Caribs for a fong. I dOll~t want you 
to do any thing like 'a party-man. I trull: you think of every party as I do, 
• 6 with 

'-
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with contempt, from lord Chatham's muftard-bawl do n to lor R c·i g 
.ham's h~rdhor~. All perhap~ ~1ill be tri d in their fum . nd y t, if they 
had gemus, mIght Bot be mighty enough to fa e u - rom fc m ruin or , 
,other I think nobody can, and what figllifie~ an option of mi chief: ? 

An account i come of th Bofronians havin voted au army of fixt n 
thoufand men, vho are to be called minute-mm, a they ar te) era y t a 
minut' warning. wo .direCtor or commiffi n r , I d n't know what 
they are c II , are appointed. There ha ,been t a kin of mutiny in. 
the 5th regiment. A foldier ,was found drunk 011 hi. po • ge, in thi 
time of danger, thought rig Ir ne dIary, and fent the fellow t a COUTt
martial. They ordered 200 lathes. The gener!! order them to i pr ve 
their fentence. Next day it was publithed in the Bofron zett . e 
called them before him, and requiretl them on oath to abjure the mmuni
cation: three officer refufed. Poor G. is to be fcape-gm t, not for this, 
but for what was reafoll againfr employing him, ~ncapacity. 1 WOll er at 
the precedent! Howe is talked of for his fuc ffor.-Well, I have dOll 

withyou I-Now I {hall go goffip with Jady A---

You mufr know, madam, that near Bath is r t[ d a nc I arp Ifu , com
pafed of three laurels, a my'rtl tree, a weeping-willQw, and a view of the 
Avon, which has been new chrifrened Heli i1, n y r ago th re lived 
a madam -, an old rough humourifi: who pa!Ii d D r a wit ; datlghter 
who pa£fed for 1 othing, marrie to a capt~il --, full of g d-natur d offi
cioufnefs. Thefe good .folks ere friends of mifs ich" who·carri d me t 
dine with them at , now Pindus. eThey catlght a -Ii tle of what was 
then called tafte, built and planted, and begot childr a, tilI the whol cara-

. van were forced to go abroad to retrieve. Ala! Mrs. - is r turn d 
beauty, a genius, a Sappho, a tenth mu{e, as mantic a mad!le cuderi, 
and as fophifricated as Mrs. V The captain's finger are laade 
with cameos, hi~ tongue Tuns over with vi tu; and that both may con-

• tribute to tbe impro ement of their own coulltry, they have tntr duce 
buuts-rimes as a new difcovery. They h 1 a arna{fus-f: ir every Thurfday,. 
give out rhymes and themes, and all the flux of quali y at Bath c ntend for 
the prizes. h Roman vafe dreffed with pink r'bbands and myrtles receives 

• 
J Daughter of lir Robert R,kh, and lifter to the (econd wife of George lord LytteltoQ-. 

the 

• 

• 
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the poetry, which is drawn out every fefiival: fix judges of there Olympic 
games retire and [cletl: the brightefi compo.Utions, which the refpet1ive fuc
cefsful kknowledge, kneel to Mrs. Calliope • kifs her fai r hand, and 
are crowned by it with myrtle, with-l don't know what. You may think 
this a fiCtion" ~r exaggettion.-B,e dumb, unbelievers ! ~he collee ion is 
printed, pubhlhed - Yes on my faIth! there are bouts-nmes on a buttered 
muffin, by her grace rh duchefs of N orthumberlalld; receipts to make 
them by Corydon the venerable, ahas ; others very pretty, by lord 

( 

p ; fo'\l1e by lord C many by Mrs. - "- berfelf, that 
have 110 fault but wanting metre; and immortality promiied to her without 
eud or·meafure. In {hort, {j~ce folly;which never ,ripens to m dnefs but in 
this hot climate, ran difiniCted , there never was any thing fo e ltert'lining. 
or fo dull-for you cannot read fa long as I have been telling. 

c 

January 17-

BEFORE I could finiih this, I received your difpatches by fir T. Clarges, 
and a moft entertaining letter in tbree tomes. It is being very dull not to 
be able to furnifh a quarter fo much from your own country-but what can 
I do? You are embarked in a new world, and I am living on the fcraps of 
an old one, of which I am tired. The beft I can do is to reply to your 
letter, and not attempt to a~ufe you when I have nothing to fay. I thin 
the parliament meets to-day or in a day or two-but I hope you are coming
Your brother fays fo, and mad. du Deff. fays fo; and fure it is time to leave 
Paris, when you know ninety of tbe inhabitants. There feerns much af. 
feCtation in thofe that will not know you J; and affeCtation is always a lit
denefs-it has been even rude; 'but to be {ure the t rudenefs one feels leaH: 
js that which is addre.ffed to one before there has been any acquaintance. 

Ninon came \ becaufe, on mad. du Do's mentioning it, I concluded it a 
new work, and am difappointed. 1 can fay this by heart. The piEture of 
mad. de Prie I, which you don't « ern to value, and fo mad. du 'D. fays, 
I believe I thall diCpute with you: I think it charming, but when offered 
to me years ago, would not take it-it was now given to you a littl~. a. 
mon inteli!tion. 

I am forry that, amongfr all the verfes you have fent me, you fhould have 

~ The duke de Choifcul. 

• 

S The Life of Ninon de l'Enc1os. • It is now at Strawberry-hill. 
forgotten 



"" ibrgottc' what y U cQmmend the moft, LeI tl'ois r. 'c/amatio111 ; 
will bring ' cm with you. Voltaire' arc jt t lcrably [hl1 id, II 

the lev 1 of != t in garrif n. orne 0 1\1, d P 'zay's ar rCfY' p' tt " 
though th re is too much of th n.; and in tru h I had [cen til ll\ b for 
Irhofe on mad. de la V,licre PI' tty t 0, btlt 11 is a lit 1 tir d f V n 1 

and the Grnc s. I am moil: ple fc d with ·our·' rn-aod i 'f u ha e 
mind to like th tn {till bett r, make mad. u 1 • fu.w you min which ar 

either Frct h, nor menfur , 11 r m tr. She i unwilling to tell 
vhich di 'ert 1 c. Your are rally gente 1 and new. • 

I envy you the Ruffian al cdotes J more thall M. de Chamfort' . [abl , 
of which I know n thing; and a 'ou fay no dtore, I ncl'do 1 fe 11 

much. The:ll: ries of fir Charles 4 are far not 1 to me, th t I heard 
them of him from abroad after he 'a mad: bu 1 believe no m rtal of 
his acquail tan~e e er heard them b fore; nor did th y at all correfpon 
with his former life, with his treatment of his wife, or hi hiil:ory with Mrs. 
\V offington, qui n'ctoit pas dupe. I fay nothing on the other fiori s you 

·tell me of billets dropped $, et pour cauCe. 

I think I have touched all your paragraph., nna have nothing now to 
fend you in return. In truth, I g no where but i[ to priv te roms' for f 
am not enough recovered to re-launch into the world, when I hn c Co good 
.an excufe for avoiding it. The bootikins have done w nd fS; but ever 
·two or three fuch viCtories will cofi too dear. [~\ mit very patiently to my 

• 
• They were the following tine$., (en wid , 

porcelaine dejeune to the vicomtelfe de Cam
his at tlle beginning of the new-year, when it 
was the univeTfal cu{lom.at Pari. to interchang 

aU prefents known by the name of Itrmntl. E. 

L'etrenne quton "ous o/fre ici 
N'eft rare nl mignonne ; 

Maia k. vetitles ont du prix 
Q9ancl 'ef{ Ie ccx:ur qui donne. 

De plus encor pour fatisfalre 
Au fc:rupul~ Ie plul {eycre, 
If fant penCer qlltea acceptant 
Celt vous qui faites Ie prefent. 

.. hefe lines do not pear. 

• The :\ cou t of tIle revolution i1 Rum" 
whi h pl;Jced Catherine U. on the thr ne, by 
M. de Ia R Ihiere. llOW llUblillll.d Mr. COIl
way h ' d he:ud it re d in manurcript ill 
vate fckicty. E. 

4 Sir Charles Hanbury Williams. 
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lot. I aln old and broken, and it never ~as my fyftem to im.~fe UpOll 

myfelf when one can deceive nobody elfe. I have fpirits enop] h' for my. 
ufe, t~t is, amongfi: my friend. and cotemporari~s: I lik$ -Young people 

, ~nd their happ~nefs f; r every thing but to live with; but I canl10t learn their 
language, nor t'ell them old ftori s, of which I mull: explain every ftep as I 
go. Politics, the proper refource of age, I deteft·-..I am cont nted, but fee
few that are fo-and 1 never will be led by any man's felf intereft. A great 
(cene is opening, of which I cannot expeCt to fe~ the end; I am pretty fure 
not a bappy end-fo that, in thort, I am de~ermined to think the rea: of my 
life bur a poftfcri~t: and as this has been too long an one, I will with yo 
good l1ight, repeating wha you know alread)" that the return of you three 
1~ the moft agreeable pro{peCt I expeCt to fee 'realized.. Adieu! 

( 

LET T E R cn. 

Strawberry-hill, July" J77; .. 

, THE whole bufinefs of this letter would lie in half a line. Shall you 
have room for me 011 Tuefday the 18th? I am putting myfelf into motion 
that I may go farth r. I told madame du Deffand how you had fcolded me 
on her accotmt, an the has charged me to thank you, and tell you how 
much {he if'hes to fee you too. I would. gi e any thing to go--But the 
g ' ing !-However, I really thillk I {hal1-but I grow terribly affeCled with 
a maladie d fanrille, that of takmg root at borne. l 

l did but put my head into London on Thurfday, and more bad new 
from meri a. I w nder <when it will be bad enough to make folks think 
it fo, without going on! The frocks indeed begi to grow a little nervous, 
and they are apt to affeCt other pulfes. I heard this evening her that the 
Spaniih fIe ·t is .fi il d, and that we are not in the feeret hither-but I 
don't anfwer for T ickellhaO'l gazette, and I ha e no better. I have a' 
grea~ miad t tell ou a wickenham ftor ; and yet it will be good for 
nothll'l,g, as I cannot fc nd u the accent in a letter. 11 re it is; and you muft 
try to fet it to h right emphaGs. One of our rna caron is is dead, a cap .. 
tain M , the t a·man's fon. He had quitted the army, becau(e his 

comrades. 



Paris, September 8, 177 s. 
THE delays of tl e pofi, nd it cleparture b fore it ar ivai, fav d me 

fome days of an iety fi r lady A---, al d pr vented my t ~ling you low COL 

cerned I am .for her accident; though I trull: by this time ilie ha , not e n 
pain left. 1 feel the horror you mull: ha e felt du it g her fuffc ring in the 
dark, and on th fight of her arm r; and though nobody adll ires her needle .. 
work more than I, frill I am rejoiced that it will be th greatefi {uffi rcr
However, I am very impatient fi r a farther account. Madame du ;Ooffand, 
who yo know 11 ver 10 her friends by 1 alves, and wh fe impatience 

.' never al Wb itfelf time to i orm itfelf, was out of her wits becaufe I c uld 
ot explain e altly ho\ the accident happened, and where. h • war ted to 

write directly, though the pofi was juft gone; and as foon as I could mnk 
her eafy aboUt the ac ident, !he fi 11 into a new clifiref about her faus for 

• Lady Ailcfin.ry had been ()verturaed jn her carriage at Park-place, nd .liDocated her wrill:. 
· B b 2 madame 
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'madame de Marchais, an concludes they have been overturned a C1 broken 
too. In Jhort, 1 never faw any thing like her-She has made eng !;)ernents for 
~e till Monday fe'nnight; in which ar . ncluded I p.on't k .. ~ how many 

-1otlrneys into the co\.uitry; and us nobody e er leaves her without her en
gaging thetn for another tim , all thefe partie wiU be fo mal y polypufe • 
that will)hoot out into new ones every way. Madame de Jonfac, a great 
friend of m"ine, arrived tbe day befor yefterday, and rnada e du Deffal d 
has pinned her down to meeting me at her h ufe four times before next 
Tuefday, aU . pdrellthefes~ that are not to i~terfere with our other fuppers; 
and from tbof< fuppers I never get to bed before two or, three o'clock. I~l 
thort, r need have th~ atHvi!y of a fquirrel, and .. ,he ftrength of a Hercules, to 
go throt1'gh my lO-bourS-llot to count how many .demeles I have had to rae .. 
commode, alid how many memoires to reCent againfi Tonton., who grows 
-the greater favourite the more people he devours. As I am the only perfon 
who dare correct him; 1 have already il1fifted on his being confined in the 
'Baftile every day after five o'clock. T'oth"er night he flew at lady Barry
more's face, and- I thought would have torn her eye out; but it ended ill 
biting h~r finger. She was terrified; !he fell into tears. Madame du Def .. 
fand, who has too much parts not to fee every thing in its true light, . per
'ceiving that !h'e had not beaten Tonton half enough, immediately told us a 
fiory of a lady, whofe dog having bitten a piece out of a gentleman's leg, 
the tender dame, in a great fright, cried out, "Won't it make , my dog 
fick ?". 

Lady B'arrymore has taken a honfe: She wiU be ~lutted with conqnefts : 
, never fawany bbdy fo much adlnircd. I doubt her poor little head will 

be quite overfei. ' 

Madame de Marchais is .,charming: el qllence and attention itfelf. I 
cannot fiir for l'"eaches, netlarine , grapes and bury- pears. You would 
think Pomona was in 10 \ ith me. I am not fo tr nfported with 
co k and hen. They are n. tab r ' and pip that I do not undedtand. He 
louth aud!he fqueaks, and ither articulates. M. d'Entragues I have not ' 

:C4 n. Up Pi the wh Ie, I am m\lch more pleaf; d with Paris than ver I was; 
and, perhaps, !h:dl £lay a littl 1 llger than I intended. Th Harry 

, A favourite dog of madame du DefFand' 

3 
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Gren ill I are arri edt I dined with th m at madame d iry'·, ",h 1 
complete he conqueft of ran e by her b ha ,iour on m d m 1 tild 
wedding, an the fetes the gav. 0 other Englith I \ ot not,. b It grieve 
the Richmond do not come. 

I am charmed lith d aor Bally; na , and, ith the mg f Prufiia-ru 
much as I can be ith a northern m narch. For 'our ra e , I think, 'e 
ought to procure a female one, and marry it to lrel nd, that e rna breed • fome new iOa·ads againO: we ha loft America. I know.nothing of fitid 
America. Th 1"e is not a ~ dchman that do 110t think u ditha e • 

j 

I ufed to fcold you about your bad writing, hnd percei e . ha written 
in fuch a hurry and blotted my 1 tter fo much, that you v ill 11 t : able to 
read it: but confider how few mo ents 1 have to myfclf. 1 am force to 
fluff my ears wlth cOttOll to get any lleep.-However, my jour ley has done 
m go d. I h&. e thrown off a leaft fifte n years. re i a letter for my 
dear Mrs. D from m dame d , who thinks the dot $011 you 
all. Adieu! 

P. S. I fhall bring you two el ge of marihal Catinat, n becaufe I 
mire them, but becaufi I a m~re him, bee 11 e I thin him v r)' lik y u • 

CIV. • 

Pari!) 0 ober ) '7 s. 
IT will look like a month fince I wrote t YOll; bt t J h ve be n coming, 

and am. Madame du Deffat d ha been fi ill, that t day the w iz .... d • • I thought {he would not live till night. r Her 1 all we n f~ , whi h 
could not reftft firawb rr' e and re, m after upper, ha. furmoullt d all tb 

~ ujls and downs which followed h r x ; but her impatiel c to g e ry 
here and do very 5hing has b n. tt nde with kind f relapfe, and 

Henry Gr \lVilIe, brother to the fjrn ead 
Temple. He married rnifs Margaret anks, 
'he celebra ed beauty. 

, 1iCs Harriet Speed. She had married M. Ie 

• 
comre de Viry hen he wa. minifter at Lon
don from the court of Turin. She i one of the 
ladies to whom ray'. long nory is addreffed. • 

nno her 

• 
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noth r kind f giddinefs: fo that I m not quite afy about he , as they 
allow J er to tuke no llourifhment to recruit, and {he ill . of inani
tim, if lhe d es not live upon it. S e nnot lift her head the pillow 
fith ut ~tourdiffi 111 ns; and yet her fpirits gallop 'fafier than any body's, 
and 0 do h r re artees. She has a great fupp r to-night for the due de 
Choifcul, and was in uch a pafIion yefterday with her cook abollt it, and 
tha.t put T 'htol'l into fuC"h a rage, tha nos dames de faillt J ofeph thought 
the de il or the philofo ~lers w re flying away&with th .ir ~onvent! As I 
have feare quitted her, 1 can ha e had l1?thing to tell you. If Ole gets 
well, a~ I truft, 1 {hall fet out on the 12th; b'..lt 1 cannot leave her in any 
d nger-though I ihall run many my(elf, if .l Ray longer. I have kept fuch 
bad hours with this malad(: that I have had alarm of gout; and bad wea
ther, worfe inns, and a oyage in winter, will ill fui me. The fans arri ed 
at a propitious moment, and fhe imme iately had them opened 011 her bed, 
and felt all the patterns, and had all the paper def< ribed. She was all fatif
fa ion and th~h1ks, and fw re me to do her full juftiee to lady A-- and 
1\1rs. D--. Lord Harrington and lady Harriet are arrived; but have 
.announced and perfifted ill a ftriCl: invifibility. 

I know nothing of my ehere patrie, but what I learn from the London 
hr I- icl ; and that tell me, that the trading towns are fuing out lettrc$ 

.de l1obleffe, that is, ntreating the ing to put an end to commerce, that 
they may all be gent1 men. Her griculture, ooeol1omy, · reformation, 
phil foph , are the b 11-ton even at court. The two nations feern to have 
croffed ov r al1d figur din; but af; people that copy take the bad with the good, 
as VI' 11 as the good with the bad, th re was two days ago a great horfe-race 
in the lain d Sablon, bet een th comte d' Artois, the due de Chartres, 
monfiellr de onfla11 , and the due de La Zllll. The latter won by the 
addr .f of littl n(Tl~fh p~jlliOll, wh i in fueh fafhiou, that I don't 
k~ow wh ther th Academy will n.ot gi him for the fubje6t of an e1oge. 

The duc de Choifc u], I faid, is here; and as he has a fecond time put if 
his d partur ,cela f: it beaucoup de bruit. I fhall not be at all furpriied if ( 
he r fume/' th r ins, as (£< rgi me a pun) h has the Reine already. 
M ffr . d Turgot and Malefh,.r cert inly totter-but I ilia}l tell yO\1 no 
more till I fee you; for, though thi goes by a pri ate hand, it is fo pri t, 
that I dou't kno IV it, bing au Englifh merchant's, who lodges in thi,s hotel, 

a d 

• 
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w I do not know by fight: fo perhaps I may bring you word 0 

his lette myfelf. .I flatter myfelf lady .A-'s rro 11 r r 1 it 
frl'a~htne(s '" . . cunning. 

Madame du Deffand fays I love you bett r tha.n 1y th~ng in t1 e w rId. 
I f-tr.ue, J hope you have not leG pen tmti n: if you 1 
true, what would profeffions avail?- 0 I lea e tl t 
Adieu! 

• • OClober 1-

MADAME du DeffilI1d w«s 'quite well y erday . at near pne hi' 
~orning 1 left the due de hoifeul, the duel ~ de r tnl nt~ the p i1 ee 
and prineefs of Beauveau, princefs f Poix, the mar chal e \.l 'en.) ourg, 
duchef! de Lauzun, ducs de Gontaut et de Chabot, and ,fac iIi, r U1 h r 
chaife longue; and -{he herfc If was ilot a dumb cr 1 age. I ha n 1 eard • 
yet how -{he has fiept, and muft fend away my letter this I 0 eI t, a I 1 uft 
drefs to <To to' dim er ith monfieur de Male-{herbes at m dame de ille-o 
gagnon's.. 1 muft repo(e a great while after all this Ii iug in c pany ; 
nay, intend to go very littl into the world again, as do i t admir the 
French way of burning ne's candJe to the very fnuff in public. Tell 
Mrs. D-, that the faihioll now i t ere the toupee int c higl ci tach d 
tuft of} air, like a cockatoo's creft; and this toupee th y Ilia )1" vjlo1tomie 
-I don't guefs why. 

My laquais is come back from faint Jofeph's , and fays Marie de VichyJ hac; 
had a very good night and jS"quite w H.-Philip S, let my ch ife b rady 0 

• • • Thurfday. • 

• 
LET T E ReV. 

Strawberry-hilf, June 30 , 1776. 

I WAS very glad to receive your letter, not only be aufe alwa s rn it 
gla to hear of you, but becau[e I willie to rite to y u, and had ab
folt te1y nothing to lay till I had fomethillg to an[wer. I ha' c lain but 
two 10 ts i town fince I fc1.w you, have been elfe confiantly here, very 

• The maiden nam of mauame du D ff.lOd. 
~ Mr. alpo e's val t de chatnbre. 

I muh 
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111 ch employed, though doing, hear~ng, knowing xaCtly nothing . I hi. 
hud a CTothic architect from Cambndge to defign me a g Hery, hlch wlll 
ltd in i 111 ufe, that is, in an hex go~ clofet of fev t d~am)ter. 
~ ha e been making a beauty-room, which ,as. ffetted by buymg tw 
dozen. of fmall c pie of fit Peter LeIy, and hanglOg t~em up; and I have 

eell making hay, which is n t made, beca~fe I put It off for three days, 
a I chou it fhould adorn the landfcape when ·1 ·was t ha °e company '; 
and fo the rain is come, and has drowned it.-However, as I Ciin even tuq 

lculator ,hert' it is ' to comfort me for not mmding my ifl.terefi, I h ve 
difcovcred that it 1S n to or better for m'e thatfmy bay ihould b . ipoiled 
than not; for a the cow will eat it if it is .Jamagcd, which hor[e will. 
not, and llS I have five cn'w and but one ,horfe, is not it plain that r.:h 
worfc my h"-"1Y is, the better? Do not yO\l with your refining bead 1:)0, and 
out of xceffi e friendihip, fi nd out fumething to defiroy my fyfiem. 1 
had ratl er be a phil fopher than a rich man; and yet have fo little .philo
fophy, that.l had much.rather be content than be in the right. 

1r. - and lad - have been here four or .five days-fo 'I had both 
.content and e 'ercife for my philofophy. I wilh lady - was as fortunate! 
The P mbr ke ,Churchill, Le Texiel', as you will have heard, and the 

arri ks, have been with us. Perhaps, if alone, I might have come to you 
-but you are all too healthy and harmonious. I can neither walk nor 
fing-n r, indeed, am fit for an thing but to amufe myfelf i1' a feden ary 
.trifl:i.ng way. What I have moll: certainly not'been doing is writing any 
thing: a trnttt J fil;y to OU , but do not defire' you to repeat. I deign ,to 
fatisfy farce any ody elfe. WHoever r pohcd tha t I was writing any 
thing, mllfi ha e been fo totally unfounded, that they either blundered by 
gueffing without reafon, or knew they lied-.a d that could not be with any 
,kind intention; thougll fayipg I am going to 80 what I am 11 t going to 
do, i wretch d enough. \ atever i faid of me without truth, any body 
is welcome to 1 lieve that pleafes. In fact, though I ha e fcarce a fettled 
.ptlrpofe about any thing, I think I lhall never write any more. I have , 
written a great d al too much~ unlefs I had ·wJ·itten better, and I know I ' 
fhould no only write fii worre. 'One's tilel t, '\ h te er it is, does not 
impro e at near fixty-yct, jf I liked it, I are t fay a good reafoll wo Id 
, ot flop my inc1ination :-btlt I am grown mofi ind 1 nt in' that refpeCt, 

1.ld .mofi abfc lutely indifferent to every urp e of , anity. IYet without 
" anity I am b come fiill prouder and more. ontem.pt ous. 1 btl. e a COll

mpt 
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"tempt fo y countrymen th t make m defpife their approbati n. The 
appla1lfe ot aves n of he ft oliih mad is below am ition. Mine i the 
hau. tiners 0 an ient riton, tIl en 10 write what would pI a 

, this age, and woul not if he could. What er h' pens in merica, this 
country is undone. I defire 0 be reck ned f the 1 ag, ati t b th uoht 
to have lived to be fuperannuated, prefc rving 111 fc nfe onl for m felf au 
for the few I value. I 'cannot afp're to b tradu cd like 19 nOll dney, 
and content m felf with:fi dicing t him among m lare . n It rable 
in my principles, care1efs abou~ mofl: thing bel w trent: 1', ' indulo 'ng 
myfelf in trifle by fyfie . nnihilating myfelf by choice, b l t dr.eadino 
folly at an unfeemly age, I ' contri e to pa!! • y time agr ably enough, 
yet fee its termination approach withont anxiety. This is trtl piCture 
of my mind; and it mufr be true, recaufe drawn (or you, whom I \lId 
not deceive, and could not if I woul. Your quefrion on my being writ~ 
ing drew it f; rth, though'wi h more ferioufnefs than the r port deferved
yet .talking to one' deareR friend is neither wrong nor t of feafon • 

. Nay, you are my befi apology. I have always content d myfelf with your 
being perfea, or, if your mod il:y demands a mitig ted 1!n, I will fay, 
tmexceptionable. It is comic 1, to be fure, to ho. alway beell more fo
licitous about the virtue of one's friend th n abou one's a-yet I re
peat i , you are my ap logy-though I llC er , as fo unr af< nabTe as to 
make you anfwerable for my fault ill roturn: I take them wholly to 
myfelf-But enough of this. Wh I I know 1 y own ind, for hitherto I 
have fettled ,,110 plan for my fummer, I will come to you. Adieu! 

LET T E R CVT. 
Tl urfdny, 3r . 

THANK you for your 1etter.. I fend this b he one 1. \ ou will hav 
foun a new c~ne '-not an unexpected 01 e by you and mc, though I d 
not pretend I thought it (0 uear. I rather imao-incd • ran c wo lel have 

)nfiioated or wi k d at Spain's eginning with us. Ie e i" a folution of 
the Americans G .. claring th rnfe} es indep l1dent. Oh! the fo Iy, th 
madnefs, the guilt ofha ing plunged 11 ill 0 this abyC,! \V re ve opd a 
few more \~d.ued with an uncommon penetration ?-l 0-They wbo di 

S On tie 0 iug of the parliament il1 the y ar '776. 

' VOL. V. C c no 
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,not fee ' a far, would not. I am impatient to hear the com exi neof 
t ~day. I fuppofe it w;U on the part of ad iniftratiol1 ba e b retch-
e fo rce of fear daub cl over with air f bull ing. Y l 0 not ubt, 

a e aCted like yourfelf, feeling for our fituation, above inti Itiug, an un
provoked bllt at the cril 'mtlity that has bro ght us to thi pufi. Purfue 
yom own path, nor 1 an t the court that may be paid to you on eithe' 
fIde, as I at fure you will not regard their being di pleaf:.d tl at y u d not 
go as far as their interefted iews m y wifh. 

e, 

• 
If the 'court fhould receive any more of wh they call good ne s, r 

think ~he \var with France will be unavoi \role. It was the vi ry at 
Long Hland, and the fr( 'ltic preftlmption it occafioned, that has ripened 
France's meafures-And now we are to awe them by prefting-an aCt that 
fpeak~ our impot nee !-which Francetlid Hot want to learn ! 

I would have come to town, but I had declared fo much I would not" 
that I thought it would look as if I came to enjoy the difirefs of the miui
fiers-but I do not enjoy the difhefs of my country. I think we are un
done-I have ahya)'s thought fe-whether we enflaved America or loft it 
totally-So we that were againil: the ar could exp a no good iffue. If 
you do return to Par1·~place to~m rrow, you will oblige me much by break
fufiing here: you know it wafies you very little time. 

I am glad I did not know f J\frs. D-'s fore throat till it is almoft 
veIl. Pray take care and do not c t hit. 

• • 
Thank you fi r· yo\lJ" care of m : I , ill not fiay a great deal here, but at 

prefent I never was better in my life-and here I have no vexatious mo
ments. I hate to difi ute; I fcorn to triumph myfelf, and it is very diffi
cult to keep my temp r w~ 11 others do. I OWl I have ano her reafon 
for my retir ment, which i pruden e. I ha e thought of it late, but 
at leaH: I will no run into any new xpence. It would coil: me more 
than 1 care t affor to buy a houf in town , unlefs I do it to take fome of 
my money out of he flocks , for which I tremble a little. My brother is 
f; venty; ilnd if I live my(c1f, I muft not build too much on his life; and 
you know, if he fails, I lofe the m ft [ecure part of my income. I refufed 
fr m lord Holland, and 1aft year from I rd North, to a c p th place for 
my own life; and having n ver done a dirty thing, I win not difgrace 

3 ~l 

c 
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at , fty-nine. I fhould like 0 Ii 'e as w 11 as I h, \'e d ne; ut ha 

e l1re vhat I ha e alre dy fa 'ed £; r tho I would tak 
. The[e are the t.r~e r , {" n f m . dr pi1 g all th ugh 

of a better hou[e '1 town, and of ltnllg [0 priv t Iy here. I will 1 t f: cri
fice my health t my pruden ; but 111 temj r i {( i len, t Int 1 kn 
the tra1iquillity I enj y hert: in folitud , i much In I' benefit to 

alth, than the air of the country i detrimental t it. You ft>e I ,n e 
re~fonable whe.n I have t;~ne to r fl a; bu philofopl. has, apr eh, 1 e 
WIth me when ~ warmth is {tj.rr d-nnd ye.t I know, th. t all ' -angl'Y ld 
man out of paritalllent, an ·~lint CUll do nothmg 1 ut b angry, i a ;:idicu. 
1 us animal. • 

• 
LET T E R eVII. 

Strawberry-hill, July 10 , 11'17. 

DON'T be alarmed at this thouranoth let ter in a week. Thi is more 
to Jady Hamilton I than to you. ray tell her I hav feell fIlfJ.'ljiCU. la Ba
tail/( d' AgincotJrt', He brought 111 ller letter yefterday: and I kept him 
t [up, flajl ill the modern phrafe, and brcakfaft her this morning; :md 
fi tter myfelf he was, and {he will be, content with the regard I paid to her 
letter. 

The weather is a thought warmer to-day, ant! I am as bufy as bees are 
about their hay. My A l)'jficm·s~J h ve co~ me as much as i I had hlreu 
them of the landgrave. 

I am glad your illvafion 4 i blown over. I fear I mufi invite thore Rat
bottomed veffi Is hither as the Swilfefs .,. ecker s direaed them lO the p r 
of Twicken am, adame de BI t is too fine, and monfieur eh mbcib' 
one of t e moO: difagreeable, cro{i, contemptuous favages I ever faw, I 

p ave of tel fupped with him at the duehefs de hoife\11's, and could not 
bear him; and 11 w I mull: be charml and Jwutre and combU to fee hil : 

I Tte firft ~r~ of fir ilIiam Hamilton, ea-
v"-,,,! extraordirl1ry ':H the court of Nap es. 

~ M. Ie chev:.li llr d'L zinco rt, a French anti
qu ry, long [ettl 'd in ItaJr. 

, Heffi~ns. 

.. A party of Fr nch nobility then in Eng. 
land, who were to have m de a vilit at Park
place. 

C 2 aod 
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and I !hall act it very ill, as I always do when. I don't do w tie .. 
Madame Necker's letter is as affected and preciet}fe, as' Mar. oat had 
w;itten it for a Peruvian milk-maid. he fays I am a 1bpher, a¥ as 
like madame de Sevigne as two peas-who was as unlik a philofopher as 
a g6diron. As ·l have none of madame de Sevigne's natural cafy wit, I 
am r joiced that I am no more like 'a philofopher neither and frill lefs like 
a philofojthe ! which is a bciag compounded of p'Urfc" and Diogen 5, a. 
raftoral coxcomb and a fupercilious brute. • . ' ~ 

°L E T T E R eVIr!. 

• Tuefday evening, Sept. 16, r771 • 

I HAVE got a delightful plaything, if I had time for play. It is a 
new fort of camera-obfcura I for drawing the portraits of perfous, or pro
fpeers, or infides of ,rooms, and does not depend on the fun or any thing. 
The misfortune is, that there is a vaft deal of machinery and putting toge
ther, and I am the worft perfon living for managing it. You kn w I am 
impenetrably dull in every thing that requir s a grain of common fenfe. 
The inventor is to come to me on Friday, and try if he can make me re
member my right hand from my left. 1 could as foon, have invented my 
machine as manage it; yet it has colt me ten guineas, and may coft me as 
much more as I pleafe for improving it. You will conclude it was the 
dearnefs tem~ed me. I believe I mufr ketp an ftronomer, like Mr. 
Beauc1erc, to hel~ me to play with my rattle. The inventor, who feems 
very modeft and fimple, but I conclude an able flatterer, was in love with. 
my boufe, and vowed nothing ever fuiLd tis camera fo well. To be fure,. 
the painted window and the profpetts, and the gothic chimHeys, &c. &c. 
were the d lights of one's eyes, when no bigger than a filver penny. You 
would know how to manage it, as if you had ne er done any thing elfe. 
Had not you better come and fee it ? You will learn how to conduct it. 
with the pleaftlrc of correCting my awkwardnefs and unleartJahility. Sir ' 
Jofhua Rernolds and Weft have each got one; and the duke of .orthurober
land i fo charmed with the jll ntion, that dare fay he ca .l ta1k upon 
afld explain i~ till I {hould underftand t n times 1 fs of the l1,latter than 1 

• The machine called a deHncator. 



TO THE HON, .HENRY SE MOUR CO WA • 197 
e~1ember, neither lady A, nor you, nor Mrs, D . hav feen my new 

divin do et, llor the hilIi rd-flick with which the count {! 0 Pembroke 
and readia uft to play with he broth r fir hilip; nor the portrait of 
la belle Jennings 1 1 the fiat bedchamber. I go to town this d y fe'nnight 
for a day r two; and as to be Jure, Mount-Edgecumb hds put yo out of 
humour with Park-place, you may deign to lea e it for a moment. never 
did fee Cotchel 1

, and am fc rry. Is n the old wardrobe 'there frill? 
There was one from the ti e of Cain; but Adam's br eehe and Ev 's un .. 
der peltico t were eaten by a go, t in the ark. od.nigh~. & '" 

\. 

• 
:r. E T T E R CIX . .. • 

oaober 5, J777' 

YOU are exceedingly good, and I (hall ffl:lredly accep your propofal ill 
the fulleft fenfe, and, to enfure Mrs. D--, beg I may exp a you on 
Saturday next the 11th. I lord and lady William Camp ell will do me 
the hOnOl)r of accompanying you, I {hall b~ mofi happy fee then, and 
expeCt mifs Caroline". Let me know about them, that the fiate b d 
chamber may be ,aired'. 

My difficulties about removing from home arife from the confcioufilefi of 
my own weaknefs. I make it a rule, as much. I can, to conform where-
ver I go. Though I am th[eefcore to-day, I {hollld not thi~k that al age 

for giving every thing. up; but it is for ~wh' tever one l as not fircngth to 
perform. You, though not a vafi deai ymlllger, are as healthy and [hong, 
thank God, as ever you was: and you cannot ha e ideas of the mortil1cnti n 
of being ftared at by ftrangers and fervant , w h nOlle b bble. , or cannot 10 
as others do. I d light in being with you, an the ichmonds, anJ thofe I 
l()ve and know; but the crowds of young people, and luchefl:cr folk, a d 
officer, and ftrange fervants, make me afraid of Good~ ood, I own. My 

~ fpirit are never low, but they will u ,}dom laO: out the whol d y; nd 
though I dare to [.'lY l app ar to many capri iou , and different fr m (he r ft 
of the rld, there is more rearon il my behaviour than there k ms. Yo 1 

, The oiel rt{jJence of tIle family of :F;dgecumbe, 12 miles diftant from Mount Edgecumbe. 
, Mifs Caroli~e Campbell, e-ldcft daughter of lord William Campbell. 

9 know 

• 



• 

~ ' 
kno, ill L011don I feldom frir out in a mortling, and ~lways late; an it · 
becaufe 1 want a grea deal of rcft. Exercife never did a ee wi n m : and 
i i ' hard if ) do not ,kno nyfelf by i time; and wh as done fo iVeIl 

ith me will probably fuit me heft for the reft of my life. It would be 
idicul us 0 tal fo m lch of royfc If, and to ent r iuto {uch trifliug detail , 

but }'OU ar the p rfoll in the world t at I wiih to cOllvince that I do llOt ad: 
n cr ly fJ" 1 humour Of ill~humour; though I cGnf.efs at the £'lme time that 

Wal".t ,Y ur bonhoffir i and ha :e a difpofition not 1'0 car-e at all fi r pe {?le 
that I do DOt aM; lutely lik. I ould fay a great deal more on -this head 

ut it il not proper; though" hen one h'as pr tty mu h "done with the 
vorld , 1 tLil",k with lady :Blandford that one may indulge on 's felf ill ne' 
wn \ him and partialities in one's 0' 11 houfe. I do not mean, frill Jea to 

profefi, retirement, becaufe it is lcfs ridiculous to go on with the world to 
the Jafr, thaq to r turn to it: but in a iet way it has long been ,my pur
l ofe t dr p a great deal of it. Of all things I am farthefi from not in. 
t ndin('f t com often to Park-place whenever you have little company; 
and I had rather be with you ill Nov mber than in July, becaufe I am fe:> 
totally \1na Ie to walk f: rth r than a [nail. I will never fay any more on 
th fe fubjeCls, l:1tcau[e th re may be as much affeCl-ati n in bing over-old, 
a l1y 111 being over-young. My idea of age is, that 0 e has nothint) 
r ally to do ut what ne ought, and what is reafonable. All affectations 
are pr t Ilfions; apd pr tending to 1) any thing oue is not, cannot deceive 
when one is known, as every body mufi be that has Ii red long. I 'do not 
mean that old folks m y not h<1ve pleaulr s, if they can; but then I think 
thofc pleaiilre arc confined to being comfort a Ie, 31 d 0 enjoying the few 
friend ne has no outli\"ed. I am fa fair as 0 own; that one's duties are 
n t plea[ul'es. I have gi Il l.! P a great deal of my time to nephews and 
nieces, e 11 to fome J can have little affection for. 1<10 10 e my nieces, 
n y Ii e them; bllt people above forty year yO\lnger are certainly not the 
f dety I lhould feek. -rhej can only thi~lk and talk of what is, or is to 

me; I certain I am more difpofed to think and talk of what is pall:: and 
the ohilo-a ion of palling the nd of a long life in fets of totally new co _ 

allY is more ill' fame to me than paffillO" a great deal of mv time as I do , o. , , 
qmt alone. Family lo ve and pride make me interefr myfe1f about the 
oung people of my own family-for the whole rell: of the ouno- world 

th ar as inditt rent to me as puppets or black children.\ This is m; 
r c , and a key 0 n"ly whole cOlld\'H~:r, and the more likely t<i remain my 

creed, 



ex . 
• 

I HAVE had fame can erfati 11 wlth a minifi rial p r 
of p cificatiofl with Fran ; al d he dr pped a hint th taw fh u1 nt' 
have much hane of a good pea ,the pp utian 
clamour on it. I faid a fe words on th duty of minifl: r 
they thought right, be the Call equcllce what it ,auld. Ilt ~ 
do not want fuch Ie ures, and dilh n:£1: ill not 1 t them i b, J w. v d 
that rh me, to dwel1 on hat i more likely t b pcrfua 1 c, and 1 i hI 1 

firmly perfuaded is no lefs true than the former m "im; and that " t t 
the minifier are jlill fo fir ng, that if th y c u 1d get penc that woul 
{ave the nation, .though not a brilli nt or glori u. one, the nation it 1 r 1 
, oold be pleafed with it, and the clamours of the op ofition be infi(Ttl' IC nt. 

• • 
• , . 

I added, what I think frue too, that no tim is to be lo·fi jn tr tHing; not 
only for preventing a blow, but from the conf q 1 llC tl fide i fi rtun 
would have. The nation is not yet ali nat d fr 1 the court~ lmt it i gro\ • 
ing {( ; is gro n (o enough, for any C lamity 10 ha e violent eff "1 . Au_ 
internal difturba ce \: ' 0\ Id a<.h 3n c the hofiile d figns f Fran . A j". 

furre8ion from difirefs auld be a double in ita io 1 to il aLiol1 j and, 1 ).\ 
~ fure, much more to be dreaded, even perf OIl ally, by the 1 inifiers, than th 

ill-humours of (;')pofitiol1 for ven an ingl fious pea c. To do the 0pP9fi. 
tiC'n juruce, it is not compof d of inc ndi rie. P rliamel ~r:y {p,e h 

• Thls whim~Jal appropriation ot colours to to thcne at' u inted with Mr. Walpole' parti. 
aJreaiOll1 of r.hl miQll, can appear appoure ouly cular o1'in on of particul r colours. '. 

• 
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raife no tumults; hut tumult' would be a dreadful thorough haC! to fpe he. 
The minifters do not know the ftrength they have left (fi1 ofino they ppl 
it in time), if they are a raid of making any peace. T y were too an .. 
guine in making w~r; lope they will nol b too timid f making peace • 

• 
What do you thin of an idea of mine, of offi ring F ra ce a neu rality ~ 

that is, t How her to affdt both us and the meric ns. I know the 
, ould affift only tlH(m: but were it not b tter t onui e at her affifring 
them, witlJput !ttacking us, than her doing both? A treaty with her would 
perhaps/be followed by one with America. We are facrificing all the 
e ntiafs we can recover, for a few words; a d riiking the independe.nce 
of this:country, for the nominal fupremacy over America. Frallce [eems to 
leave us time for treating. She made no fcruple f begging peace of t1 

in, 63, that {he might lie by and recov!r her ad antages. Wa not that a 
. ~ ",viCe pree dent? 0 s not {he flOW thow that it was? Is not policy the 

honour of n tions? I me 11, not mor 11y, but lias Europe left itfelf any 
ther h nour? AI d finc it has r al1y left itfelf n h 11our, and a little 

morality, do not the morality of a nation c nftft in i s pr fervin CT itfdf in 
as much happin as it can? The invafion ~f Portugal b S ain in the Iait 
war, th partition of Poland, have abrogated the law of natiOl'l . ings 
ha left n ties bet, een one another. Their duty to their people is iii 
all wed. He i a g od king that PI' fer es his people; and if temporifing 
anfwers that end, is it n t jufiifiable? You, wh are a moral as wi{(, 
auf\ er my queiti n9. Gr tiu i obfol teo r. Jofeph I and Dr. rederic \ 
with four hun red thouf: nd corhmelltat rs, ar reading n' le ure - 04 
I fhoul fay, than d, 0 nc a ther, if th~ four h&un r d thoufaud com .. 
mentators \ re not ill worfe danger thao. they. ....ouis XIV. is grown a 
aftlifr com par d to thofe partitioners. Well, let t1 fimple individuals keep 

our hOllefiy, anJ blefs our ftars that we have not armies at our command, 
left we ih uld di ide ki;1gdom that at at OUf bicnfc:ance! What a dread ul 
thin it is for fuch a wicked little imp as man to hd e abfolute power!:-
But 1 have travelled int ermany, when I mean.t to lk to you only 
of England; and it ito lat to re 11 my text,. Good-night . 

• 
J The emperor of Germanr. 



On thefe notices the frocks funk 11 per nt. 

_ An account 1 a e received this morning fr m a good h n " , that on 
Thurfday the dmiralty received a lett r fr m admiral eppel, who was 
olf the Land's End, faying, that the vVorccft r wa in figh t; that h P gg1 
had joined him, and had feen the Tbnnd r 'J' making fc it f; r the fiCl.t; that 
he was waiting for the Centaur, T rrible, and igilant· and that ha jng 
received ad jce from lord Shuldham that the hrt ·{bury a to fail fr IU 

Plymouth (In Thurfday, he fhould likewife . it for her. is fI. t will 
then confifl: of 30 fhips of the line; and he h pdt ha e an pp rttmi y 0 

tying IUs firength with the French fleet on our ,n coaft: if n t, h 
wO\lld feek them 011 the;rs . 

• 
The French fleet failed on die 7th', un{j(tiJ) 

2 fifty ~Ull fhip , and g frigates. 

TIlls ftate is pro~abIy more authentic than th <.: at eLloyd"s. 



101 ACE WALPOLE 

'I thall go to to\' n on Monday [or a day or two; therefore, if you 
~morrow, direfr tv Arlingtoll- recto 

I ada 110 more: for words arc um,vorth. of the finUl/ lOll; and to bla e 
now, would bQ childilh. It is hanI to b gamed for ngainfl one's cOllfent ; 
but \\lhen one' C ulltry is at fiak , onc mufi: throw one's ielf out of th 
quefiioll. • \- h n one is old, and llObody, one !nuJ1 be whirled wi!h the 
. urrent, 211 d !hake ne's wil\g~ like a fly? if one lights 01 a pet hle. Th 

. pro(pe ~ fo ark, that one thall r ·joice at h:tte er does u t hap? '. that 
may. ~hus I have cornpoied a fort of p~ilo[ophy for myfclf, tl at reiel'VC' 
, yerYJ pomble chance. YOll \ ant none of thr;:1e artificial aids to your refoiu 

ion.( Inviucible courag and immaculate integrity are not d pend t a ll 
he II of minifters or on the vetlt$ far. Adi u! • 

cxn. 

Str:lwberry.hill, Auguft 21, 1778. 

1 THINK it fo very UI c rt in wb her this letter will find you, that I 
write it merely to tell" 6u I received yours to-day. 

1 recolleCt nothing particul~rly worth feeing itt Suffex that yO\1 have no 
feen (for 1 think you have feen Coudray and Sta.ll1l:ed, and I k.now YOI1 

have Petworth), but Hur1l: ~1011ceaux near Battle; and I dontt know whe
ther it is not pulled dowu.. The fite of Arundel caflJe is nne, and there 
are fome good t-ombs of the ~ itzalans at the c:flurch, but little remain of 
the caftle; in the room of 'hich is a. modern br.ick-houfe; and in the late 
duke's time the ghoft of a giant wa'lke:;d there his grace faid-but 1 fup
pofe the prefent duk has ~a.id it in tbe Red Sea-of claret. 

Befide Kllowle and nihurft., I fhould think there ere feveral fe t 
of old families in Kent worth feeing; but I do llot know th 
out Summer-hill for the fc ke of the BabylfJllimne in Grammo 
1l0W a nere faaun-houl. Don't let th.c:.al ade yQU to 
caftle~ which is not worth {; eing. 

You have been near lofing me and hal£.a-dozen fair coufm 



ford's garden, and ga e \1 for gone.~ 11 i 
had [0 beautiful a prize as th four g!rl . 
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thing to its quillteiTence: all pcriphrafes and e"pletiv , are fo much jtt 

difufr, that I fuppofe foon the onJy way of making 10 re will be to fay" Lit 
dl)W Jl:' Luckily, the lawyers will !lot p;,trt 'v .. i~h any fYllollymous ,,,ora , 
a nd , il1~ confequently, pre[en 'c the reduudancies of our languase-Di i. 

/' ArJingtoa-f\roct, jauuary 9, 

y ~R flio-ht to 13ath would 'havc l')lllch (urprifed me, if 1\11'. C. wh o . _ . 
I thil k, heard it from Sta~nley, b'ld uot prcpur d me for it. Since you 
was ~u{ed, I am glad you went, !p~cial1y as } 'OU eleaped being i litiated 
iI 1'rs. • 's follies at , 'I\v:hich you would have mcntitmed. 

he would certainly ha,-e fell t fome trapes of a muie to pr f~ _ OU, had 111e 
known what good epigrams you write. 

1 went to Strawberry partly out ofl rndenc ,partly [,rom enllui. Ithought 
».t beft to air myCelf before I go ill and out of hot r~oms here, andha8 my 
l,ouie thoroughty warmed for a week previoufiy, ;1nd then only fiin ed 

'from the red room to the blue 011 the fame floor. I fta'id five days, and 
was neither the better nor the worfe for it. I wa quite tired with haying 
neither company, books, nor arnufement of any kind. . Either from the 
emptinefs of the tOW1l, or that ten eeks of gout have worn out the pa
'tience of all Py acquaintance, ' but I do not {ee three perfous in three days. 
This gives me but aft uncomfort· Ie profpeGl; for'~ latter day : it i ' but 
prcbable t~at I may be a cripple in a .1i~ or two more, if I ha.ve ,ftrength to 
go hrough them; and as that will.be 'lm'lg life, one outlives .one's acquaint
an~e. I cannot make new acquaintal,ce, nor ..intereft myfelf at aU about 
the 'young, except thofe that behmg to me; .nor does that go beyOJ.l con
tributing to their pleafures, without hav<ing much fatisfaaioll ill til ir 'con
verfation-But-one mufi take every thing as it comes, and make the b A: ' 
of -it. i have had a much happier life than I deferve, a than milJiollS tbat 
deferve better. I lhould be very weak, if 1 could not bear t'he uncomfort
ablenefs df old age, when I can afford what comforts it is capable of. How 
mauy poor old people have nQne of them! I am a1hamed heae¥er ,~m 
peevi1h, and -recoll 8: that I haye fire and fervants to help me , • 



ir - - has writt n alar c pamphl t, nd very 0 d n . 
o thO\ " that "hene cr the (If iUI repul>lic' tao cd th ir dep nd nt, t 

·l<ltter r fined, and fh k .ff the Joke. He ha prill d ut twd· cop; ': 
th dul o 

... of . Cent me one f th m. Th r i an au do.e 1y ther 
Dll the authoritj fold]<i. k W 'te which I d u\ t. I fay .• he uld no 
-go u with the c. 'eife 1<.hc e, lis friend ad ·i£ it. I ,: 
ipeak to the particular cv~ut, a' I wa th 11 at echo 1; hut it 
like him to have yieldc;d againil: hi, [entimcl1 s, t ,Mr. P 1b tn at l' can
llid-or fay, plautible and timid fri nos. r ha e h rd him fay, ha c 
11ev r did giv up his opinion to fuch men, but he alway. r p nt d it. 
However, th anecdote in the book ould be more t his honour. Bu \\'h 
a ftrange man i fir -! I fuppofe now he h writt t1 thi. book, he

e 

will change his opinion, and again be for carrying 01 the war-or, if he 
does not know his 0: n mind for two year together why ill he ake 
l''laces, t make e 'ery body <ioubt his hOI efty ? 
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tOllS, and Dunmores and urgoynes and Campbells are !;lot yet got be
yond die' great river--Inquiry ,l! To-day's papers fay, that. the little 
prince of range ~ is to in adc ou again-but we trufi fir James vVallace 
1 as clippcd his wing f( clofe, that they \ ill not grow again this [cafon, 
though he is fo ready t jb" 

Nothing e materiaJ has happened fil 'Ce I wrote lafi-fo, as every 
moment ,of a civil war is precious, everyone ha b en turned to the 
lmel' {l: 0 iv dion. The'c have been tl ree mafqllerades, an infl:aUat on, 
and the mill of the knights at the H ym<y'ket this week; 110t to mellti 11 

Alma $, Fefiino, lady SpenccQ. adelagb and Vatixball, operas alld 
~ lays.' he duchefi f Bolton too faw rnaiks-~o mallY, that the floor g,ave 

way, nd the company in the dining-reom were l1~ar falling 011 the head 
o lOfe in the parl ur, and exhibiting all that has not yet appeared ill 

r' Co mons. At th.e knights' ball was fuch a profufion of Straw
berries, that people could hardly get into the fupper-room.- I could tell you 

• more, but I do not love to exaggerate. 

J.lady A. told me this morning, that lord Briftol has got a calf with two 
feet to each leg-I am con illced it is by the duchefl of Kingfion, who has 
two of every thing, where other 1 ave but one. 

Adieu !-1 am going to fup with' Mrs. Abington-and hope Mrs. Cliv~ 
Willilot hear of it. 

~ Y otlrs ever, ( 

r The parliamentary inqu'try which took place 
ill the huu(e of conlmons on the conduCl of the 
American war. c 

",. 'the prince of Nalfau, who had ~omn1and d 

( HOR. WALPOLE. 

. the attack upon Jerfey, claiming r lat~onihjp to 
the great huufe of Nairau, Mr. Walpdle calls 
the " little prbm of Orange. " E. 
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LET T E R CXVI. 

Stra\"b rry,hill, Saturday JUll 5. 177y. 

I " TRITE t .:ou more feldom than I am clifp fi d to , fro 11 ha 'in 
Jlothillg pofttive t tell you, and fr~1U bing llflWillil /:) fo fay amI un a; 

very minute fc mething that is rep r ed pofitively. 1 he nfideut affi'r .. 
(OllS of the victor .. 0 cr 'E£l:ail g are totally,' n'a ed-a1 J h y -b in
v nted thern y. now d clai as bitterl a,:,ainfl: r 1, as if h had d 'c iv d 
the 1-and as th ,did again!l: Keppel. Thi day fc l111ig 1 f. r 
great alarm about Irelalld-whll.:~ was fill' from being all ilwenti l th ufTh 
not an abfolute infurre io 1, as ~.~!! it ! . T~e cafe, I b Ii , as tht : 
The oUrt, in order to break the volunteer army ftnbli!1'l d by Irith 
h tuiel 'e , enueavoured to perfl.1 de a bo y in bd lu 'n • ,f 

Monaghan to il1li{t in the militia-\, hich th y to k indigmllltly. 
filid, they harl great regard for lady Blayney and lord ele 'm nr; ut - a t 
under them, would be aaing under the king, and that wa t> 1.10 rn Qll. 

their intention. There have fin e been motions for inqui.d what fr p_ 
the mini!l:er have taken to fatisfy the lrilh-und th fe tb have impru
dently rejeCted-which will 110 tel to pacification. The milliners h \'8 

been puihed too 011 the article of pail~, and could lot den" that all n go
tiatioa is at un end-though they 'i,ill not own farther. Howe er, the 
Spaniih ambafi"ador is mu h out of humour. rom Pari th y rite c ufi
cleutly of the approaching Clec1amtion ; and lord Sandwich, I he,ar, has {aid in 

.a very mixed company, that it was folly not to expeCt it. here i ano
ther million aiked, apd given 011 a vote of credit; and lord N rth has 
oafred of {ueh mines for hext year, that one would think he licved 

next year would never come. 

The inq'liry t goes 011, and lord Harriugton did himlc!lf :1lld Bllrgoyn.e 
honour. Barre and go ernor' J ohllfrone have' had warm worus, llllU Rur 
has been as franti9 for the Roman catholics as lord e l'ge ord 1'1 againtl 
them. ,The parliament, it is faid, i to rife on the 21ft. 

"f rO wil 
there i no 

J 
\ 

not 
mor 

f)llett from all this that our profpett clears up. 
diicretion iu the treatment of Ireland than bf 

l J nto he condua of-the American war. 

.. 

I fear 
mcnca. 

"he 

, 
\, 

• 

\ 

• 
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The court feems to be infatuated, llnd to think that nothing is of any 
confc quence but a majority In parIiamellt- though they have totally lofl: 
all power but that of provoking. Fortun~te it had been for the king and 
kingdom, had the court had no majority for thefe fix years! America had 
aill been ours !-and all the lives and all tlfe millions \ e have fquandered !' 
A majority that °h s loft thirteen pr<?\'inccs by bullying and \ apouring, and -
the moil: childiih rnenaces, ,,,ill be a: brave countermatch for Fral ce and . 

• 
pain, and a 1 ebeIlion jn Ir la.l'l.d! In {hort, it is plain that ther is 110-

thino- a maJ'orit ill parliament can do, but (lutv<Yte a millorit.y; and ye by o , . 
their OWy.n1 comlts one would thmk th~y could not do even that. I faw 
a paper I her day th. t began with this -ifci\m, "A the minority have 
10ft u hirtccn provinces, &c." iUiO - nothing th minority have done, 

r beel fuffered to do, but reftore the Roma.n catholic- religion-and that 
s by the defire of the court. 

, 

This i, 1 weyer the prefent fl:yle. They announce.d vvith infihite- ap
plau[e a 1 ew produetion of Tickell :-it has appeared, alld is a moil: partry 
performance. It is called the Caifette erte of M. de Sartine, and pre
tends to be his correfpolld nee \ ith the op,pofition. N J' thcy nre {o 
pitifuUy me n a to laugh a. .doCtor Franklin, who has fll h thorough rea-. 
fon to fit and laugh at them. What triumph it mull: be to him to fee a 
mif< rable pamphlet all the rever ge they al.l take 1 There is anotI1C'r, -frill 
dull r, called Oppofitioll ornillg, in \ hich you are lugged in. In trut.h, 
j is a mplim nt to any man to e ... cept him out of th Humber of thofe 
that have contributed to th :!hocking difgrac s inflicted' on this undone 
country! Whcn lo!d Chatl1-am w s minifter1 he nev replied to abufe but 
by a victory. 

I now no private news: I have been here ever fince Tuefday, enjoying 
my tranquillity, as ml1c!h as ~n hondr man can ' do w ho fe~s his country 
ruined. It.i juft fueh a p riod as mak s philofophy wifdo • There are 
great moments wh II very man is call on to exert himCelf-but whe 
folly, infatuatiolJ , delufioll, in apacity and profligacy fling a nation away, 
and it concurs it elf, an applauds its dell:royers, a man who has lent no 
hand to the "mifc ruef, and can neither prevent nor remedy the mafs of evi 
i' fully ju£hfi d in fitting aloof and beholding the tcmpefl: rage with filent 
fcorn an il dignal t ompaffiono Nay, I have I 0'\\'11, fome omfortablo 

reftect-i liS. 
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reAeehon . I rejoice that th~re is fiil! a ~rea t ~)lltil1l'llt oi 1:11 Itlhlll Cl1 "lin 
\~ ' ill remain free alld illd~pcndellt, allo ,~ho Llll g ll at til :: illl!~)tl'l l t maiol i
t ies of a profiitLlt e parli:l.lnent. I care not whether ~~'llL'ra l Hur :.',.ll Yll t:· alld 
governor Johnfionc crofs o\'er and fi gnre in, alld ll:p port or OI;P~jc; !lor 
whether 1\1'r. Burke, or the fuperior of the jcfnits, is high (,~iml1lifli(lller to 
the kirk of Scotland. My idea are loch as I ha\' e :11"';(\'5 ltdd, alld arc: ton 
plain and {imple to comprehend modern c(lllfllfioll <; : al~d , t h r (ore, thc\' 
{i.li t with tholl! of few m en; \\'hat will be the iiTi.1C or thi s chaos, I kllo\~ ' 
lIOt, unJ, proba ly, {hall not fee . I do fCe with l;lt isfat"lioll, 1M! ~ 'ho.f 'WrlS 

mcdit'oted has failed b the groff~tl folly; and whell OIIL: Ita ' dC-ape I the 
w orit, leffcr evils muft be elL red \\' ith p:ltie ll ' . 

After this ull effufion, I will din: t vou with a (lor}' that made me laufrh 
. b 

this mDrning till I cried. You kllo' v my Swifs David, alld his incompre~ 
henfible prolluliciation. H e came to ate, and faid, "Auh! dar i ~ me(~ 
- wants fom e uf your large flags to rut in her g r<';('lt 0." \Vith much 
ado I found out that Mrs. ---- had ( Cllt for lea\'e to take 11p (time fl ags Ollt 

of my meadow for her grotto. . 

I hope in a fe,.". days to fee lady A-- and 
writ to pr0po(e it.-\Vhat an~ your intentions ? 
madc your ifland impregnablc? 1 doubt it \\ ill 
he fo. 

1.. E T T E R CXV U. 

mifs J here; I have 
D o \ Oll {tn' till 't <ltl have J _ • 

L,c our only Olle that \\ ill 

St rawb rry-l. ;!l , June 16, 177Y. 

YOUR cOLlll tds was here laft Thurftlay, and j'ecciv d :.t lctler from) Oil, 

that told us how flowly you receive ours. \Vhcll YOll \\ il l n:cei\'c th is I 
cannot guefs; but it dates a new ;.rl":t, \1\ hieh YOll wi th rea(un did lI ot car' 

"ro look at as polIible. III a word, behold a Sp:tllifh w~.r ! I llIutt det: il a 
little to increafe yom wonder. I heard bcrc thc da j lx·forc ye !1:t:r ll ~'Y that it 
was likely; and that night recei cd a lew;\" from P :lris, t l: llill g me (it was of 
the 6th) that ;n onfieur dc Beauvcau \\ as going, th ·y kll<.:W not wbither, at 
the head of 23 ;000 men, with three lieutenant-gcnerals and lix or t:ight r. :ll"(: 

chaux de camp under him. Y cfi;crday I we!l t to tOWII, :w,l T . \ V. ho P;)(;':I L'd 
V OL. V. E (" t~) 

• 
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to call on me.-lie, ".: ho ufed to be informed early, did 'not believe a \, or 
itber of a . panifh w;:u or a Frellch expedition . I. raw foine nther pcrfons 

in th e evening a ignoran . A nisht I went to fup at Ri.chmolld-houfc. 
The duke bid tbe Brefi fle et wa certainly fai leci, and had got the fiart of 

ur l>y t \\ <::lvc c. a) ; that monilcur de Beauvcau was on board with' 1· fere 
" b 

fum of money, and with wbite and i'cd cockades; nd that there wouIeLcer-
tainly be a 5panifh war. He added, that the oppofition ere then prcfling 
ill the houfe of common.s to have tbe parliament cont inue fitting, and urging 
to kllOW~f we ·were not at the eve of a Sp liili war; but the minifrer pcr
fified i'l the pror gation for to-morro~ or F [" a , an ould not ~nfwer n 

Spain.· . " ' • 
\ 

I {; id I would m ke you wond,er--J3ut no - Why ihould parliament 
continue to fi t ? A re n' t the minifiers !tnd the parliament t he fame thing? 
And how has eith r hou ie 010wn tl1\t it has any taleat fo r war ? 

Th e duke of R. do S ot gucfs w hi ther the Brefi fleet i gQ.ne.-He thillks, 
if to Ireland, we f110nld ba,-e knowIl it by this time. He ha heard that the 
prince of Beauveau h::1 (<lid he was g.oing 011 an expedition that would be 
glorious in the eyes of pofierity.-I aiked, if that might not mean Gib Itar 1 
The duke doubts, but hope it, as he thinks it nQ w ife meafure on their 
fide; yet he was very melancholy, as you will be, on this heavy acceffion to 
our difheffes . 

VV 11! her~ we arc, aris et fo is and all at fiake ! What can we be 
• 

meaning? Unabl~ to c nquer America befor.e ihe w '\ 1fied-fcarce able 
to .keep France at bay-are w a mat h for both, and pain too ?-W hat can 

e our jow? nay, wh t can be our expectation? I fometimes thi ik we 
reckon it will be more creditable to be fo rced by F rance and Spain to giv 
up America, than to H ve t11e merit with the latter of doing it with grace. 
-But as C;'lto fays, 

I am w eary of conjectures-This mufi nd them ; 

that is, tQe fword :-and neve r, I believe, did a country plunge itfeIf into 
fuch difficulti s fi p by 1tel , and for fix years togeth r, withollt once recol
et1jng that en h foreign war rendered the object of the civil war,more unat

tainable; and that ill both the foreign wars w have not an'pbjeCl in pro
tt. Unable ,to recruit ur remnant of ~n army in America, are we to 

2 taake 

• 

• 

• 
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;make conquefts 'oll France and pain '? They may cho e their atta~k Vi' 

l.:a l .fcarce choofe h t we will fend. 

Ireland, they fay, is more temperate -than was expeCted. That is {()me 
.conColation-yet many fear the Irilh will be tempted t unit with Ameri 'a., 

rh ich would throw all that trade int their COIl eni nt harbour ' : and 1 
OWJ1 f have apprehellfions that the pa.rliament' rifillO" without t king a Hl' 
in their favour, mao offend th m. · urely at 1 a.ft. we llave courageous 
·,m iLJifrer~. 1:' ought my ather a frout man :-he had not.a tithe of their 
iFirit. 

• 
The town 11as wouna up :the feafon perfeCtly in charat1:er by a f~te at the 
antheon by fubfcriptioll. Le Texier managed it; but it turned out fadly. 

The cornpc1ny was firll: lhu~ into th · galleries to 1 ok down on the fupper, 
;thcn let to defcelld to it. Afterwan.l tl ey were led into the fUI tcrr nco\.l 
apartment, which wa laid with mould, arid anted v.,ith trees" and craLl1-
med ,w-ith nofegays: but the freCh earth, and the dead Ie vc~, and the dRu-

ia of breaths made fuch a french and moiiture, that they we fuflocatcd; 
and when they remoun.ted, the legs and wings f chickens and rcmnal t- of 
ham (for the fupper was no relno ed) poifoned them more. A druid ill} all 

.arbo 1 r diftributed verfes to the ladies; then the Baccelli and the dancers 0 

the opera danced; and then danced the company; and then it bing morn
ing, and the candles burnt out, -the windows were opened; and tb 11 th 
frewed danced affembly were fuch lhocking ligures, that they fled lik ghoih 
as they looked.-I fup ofc. there will be no moreballs unl. !f the French 
land, and thell. w ih i (how, c do not 1 ind it. 

lUS I have told ), u aU I know. ¥ ou will ponder o\' f' th fe thing!- in 
your little dill:ant in nd, when we have forgotten them. r 1 re is a.n tiler 
perfon, one dottor Fr<tnklin. who, I fane"~ i t fo ry th~ t w divert ()t1r· 
felves fo well. 

'L ' T T E R CXVllJ. 

• tnwberry-hill, Sept. ! 3, J 779' 

I AM wr;t}ng to you t random; not knowing whetber or when tlli 
letter will go: but our br her told me taft night that an officer, whofe 

.E e 2 name 

• 
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name I have forgot, was arrived froru jerfey, and would return to you foon.. 
I am fenGble how very feldom I ha e written to you-but you have been 
few moments out of my thoughts. What they have been, you who know 
me (0 minutely may well gueis, and why they do not pars my lips. " Senfe, 
experience, circumll:ances, can teach one to command on's felf otltwardly, 
but do not dive£l: a moll: friendly heart of its feelings. I believe the flate of 
my mind has contributed to bring on a very weak tlnd uecaying body my 
pre{ent diforders. I have llot been well the whole (ummer ; but for there 
three weeks much othcrwj(e. It has a"t lall: elIded ill the gout, which, to 
all appearance, will he a !hort fit. 

t 

On public affairs I canoot fpeak. Every thing is fo exaggerated on all 
fides, that what grains of tru th remain in the fieve would appear cold and , 
inGpid; and the great manreu res yo.:'l learn as foon as I. -In the naval 
battle between Byron and d'Ell:aing, our captains were worth)-" of any age in 
our fiory. . " 

You may' magine how happy I am at Mrs. D-'s return, and at her 
not being at Naples, as {he was likely '1:0 have been, at the "dreadful explofion 
of Vefuvius. Surely it will have gluttea-- {1-f William's rage for volcanos! 
How poor lady Hamilton's nerves fiood it I do not couceive.-Oh, rna -
kind! mankind !-Are there not calamities enough in fiore for us, but muil 
dell:ruCtion be our amufement and purfuit ? 

I fend this to Ditton I .. where it may wait (orne days; but I would not 
fuff"er a fure opportunity to flip ~jthout a lipe. You a · more obliged to 
me for all I do no·t fay, than for whatever eloquence itfelf could pen. 

P. S. r unfeal my letter to add, that undoubtedly you will corne to tbe 
meeting of parliament, which will be in OCtober. Nothing can or ever 
did make me advife you to take a fiep unworthy of yourfelf.-But fureLy 
you have higher and more facred duties than the government of a mole. 
hill! • 

• Where lord Hertford had then a villa. 

LETTER 



. TO THE HON. HENRY S ' r OUI Y. 

January;. q8r . 

FTER I h written my note to), u Iart night, 1 alJed 011 __ _ 

who gave me t le ditinal ace lIllt of Jamai 3; tbat . ' 0\1 \hIt fc in the (I'a
zette, and of the damage done to our (hipping. Admiral Row}')' i fat(;; 
but they are in apprehenfion for \Valtlllgham. I I told me too what is llot 
il~ the gazett ; that of th expeJition 'tgaill the pani!h 1ettlem nts, not 
a nngle man 1urvive ! The papers to-da), I ice, fpc:.tk nf"grc:lt d Ilger t 

Gibraltar. 
• 

--- --- repeateJ to me h~s great dehrc that you O)Quld publi!h 
your 1peech " as he told y·ou . J dr) not conceivc why li t' is fo C<tO" r for it· 

' . . 0 ' for he profeffc total defp'lir about America . It I >oks tv me ns if rh re \vtls • 
a wilh of ;.hrowing blame fomewh erc-but I pre(d;; [ am teo limpl to 
di e into the objeCl:s of (hades of intrigue ; 11 0 1' do 1 care about them. We 
!hall be reduced to a mift:rable little jfland; and from a mighty empire fiuk 
into as infignificant a country as D nmark or ardinia! \Vhen our trade 
and marine are gone, the latter of \vhich ,·ve k ep by unnatural fforts t 

to which our debt will 'put a fiop, we !hall lofe the art lndie a Portugal 
did; an ... l th n France will dictate to us more imperi ufly than ev r w did 
to Ireland, which is in a manner alreaJy gone to ! Thefe arc mortifying re
fleCl:ions, to which an Englifh mind cannot eatily accommodate itfelf.--Hut, 
alas! vve have been purfuing the very conau that france would hav pre
fcribed, and mor tha'1 .... "ith· all her prcfu mption !he c,ould ·ha e dared to 
xpeCl:. Could !he flatter herfe1f tbat we would take nt) ad antage of he 

dilat rinds and ullwillingnefs of Spain to ent"r into the war? thut we 
would rejeCt the difpotition of R uma to fupport us? and that 0 fiill more 
natural friend Holland would be driven into .the league againfr us ( All 
this has happened; and, like an infant, we are delighted with having [i.t 
our own frock in a blaze !-I fit and gaze with afioniihmcnt at our phrcnfy 
_ Yet why? Are not nations as liabl to in toxication as individuals rAre 

• not predictions (o'll1ded on calculation oftener rejeCtcd than the pr phecics 

I Intro·du6\-ory of a motion "for leave to 
" bring in a bill for quieting the troubles that 
If have for fome time (ubfift.~d b tween Great 
"B.ritain and .. ~meri<:a, and enab g his ma.~ 

"jelly to fend out commiffioners with fuB 
"power to treat with America {or thnt pur
" pofe." 

f 
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of dreamers ? Do we !lot at1 precifely like C- .F -.., who thought b. 
had difcovered a new u uth in figures, when he preach d tbat wife oot1rill~ 
that llobody conld want n olley th:1t would pay enough for it ?-The CUll

fe'lucnce wa .. , that i,l two), ars be left bim(elf v\·ithout tbe poffibility of 
·borrowill fT a {hilr nfT. am not fmprifeo ,\.t tI e fpirit 0 boy of parfs-I 

~ b 

am not fi.lrpri f'td at the r e(.)ple-l do :wonder a go emmen t, tbat gameq 
.away it- co tCq1.1cnce. I"or what are we now really a wa r with America 
'Fl:ance, SP..LlU, alld IInlland ?-Not with hope of reconquering America., 
not with the fi~ l allc{t profpeCt of conqu ering a foot of land from France, 
Spain, or r Iolbnd--N 0 ; we ..ape crt war 011 the defcn{i"e, to ,proteCt what is 
left, or more trtlly to {fave off, for a year perhaps, a peace that rnuit pro
claim ur 1 akedocis and i 1potence • . l wauld not willlllgly recur 0 that 
womanifh "ilion of, Slnnething may tprn IIp in aUf favour ! That ·fome-

.. thing' mufi be a naval victory that will a[qnihihte at once all the fquadrons of 
Europc- muft wipe ofl' forty milliun: of new debt -- reconcile the affections 
of Amcrjc~, that for fix years ,", 'e ha e labot.lred to alienate-alid that mufl: 
~recall out of the gr:lve th ~11"m'es and fadon; that are peri{]1ed-and that 
mufi make thirteen pro inces willing to recei\ e the law, without the ne
ceffity of keeping tell hOl.lfand meH amongit them. The gigantic imagi

.nation of lord Chatham would not entertain fueh a chimera. Lord --
perhaps would Cay he did, -rather than not undertake; or Mr. Burke could 
form a metaphoric vifion, that would h1.tisfy no imagination but his own,: 
but I, who am nullius addiCtus .iu rare it:&. verba, have no hopes -either in oue 
refources or in our geniuCes, and look on my country already as und ne I ,!_ 
1 is gr:ie ous btl {]1Ull n t have much time ,to lament its fall ! 

LET TEen. 

Strawberry-hill, Sunitay evening, May 6, I 7~!J . 

I SUPPED witl1 your countefs on ,Friday at 10rd Frederic Campbell's, 
where 1 heard of the r lief of Gibr,altar 'lDy Darby. The Spaniili fleet kept 

J It may b~ Come comfort, in .a moment no ~ war again{\: ,'France in the ye:'Ir 1793' May our 
1~r8 J'l0ftelltou~ I\nd melancholy than the one exel'tions procure the Cpeedy applic 'tion of a 
here defcribed. 0 r collect the almo{\: unhoped. limilar remedy to our preCtnt evils, and may 
for recovery of nati Ill] pro[perity, which took that remedy be productive of equally good 

.place from the pea,!; }7S1 to the d~claration of eft"cas I E. March 1798. 
clofe 
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~lofc in Ca iz: - how ver he Ii ted up his leg, awl ju t1 tqu ;r tc 1 lmtcmpt ou 
them. A he is di ~ emb nutTed f his anlports, 1 fup ore th ir {hips wiD. 
{ ramble 011 illOre rather than 19ht. \V dl, 1 ih ·d l b p ' rt ll · t'ollteut 
, ith our ft c t oming back in a ,,'hule {kin. It wilt he cnou nh thin out-. ~ 

qUlxoted Don uix tc'~ 0\\'11 natiun. s 1 knc\\ n)m. 'UUlltCf- "Quid 
writ the next d·, ,I wait d till ill \ as g n ont r- t \\ nand 'Wuuld 1 ot 
have much to tell ou-not that) ave jtber; and it i· l,i, it g tnylclf 1l 

::> • 
air, to' pr~tend to kIlow m re :it T\\'ickcllhJt11 thcln [he 'all :It 1 l:Jllcy. 
Though it i · bitter Ilortli -eaft, I c me hither to-(h)' t k )k t my IiI c. 
though ala gi::tn:" aud 0 get from Pharaoh, for which tll ':l!.: i" ;t I. get 1 
dot d on it ab \ c th irt. -'e, sago; btl it i not de rnt to Ct ~lp all night 
now with boys ancl girk ,th b nk r ( h mode, hit ' b<':C'1l d mo
liflled . H e and hi affi ciatc fir .- -- Wellt a rl t' )th r lugh t to 
Brooke. 's, before C. F and F . w k cp a bank. ther . ' vert orne. ut 
they foon :1rri ed, att cked their nvals br'l)ke thei r b.lll k, all 1 won abo 
4000 I. "Thel e," faid F. "fo {hould all u(urp<:. :·-; be cr vi !"-H di 
fiill better; for he lent for hi traddin<.'ll, and paid as f~ r as the money 
would go.-Tn the mornings he continues his war on 1 r North-but an
not break that bank. The court 1 a carried a fer t omm;tt for 1udi 
affairs - and it is fuppofed that H umbuld is to be lh 1acrifi'e :- bllt ,1 he ' 
lcar as rich as lord Clive, I conclude he will efcape by the {me: gol ell 

key. 

I tol YOll in my laft, that Ton on 1 wa arrived. I bro113ht hin th'" 
m orn ing to take poffcffion of.his new villa j bllt hi illall gurat i I ha c; n t been 
at all pacdic. A he 1\ c; aire dy [(lulld 0 It that he may pe as {putie as at 
faint Jo!eph"s, he began with exiling my Lc::tlltiflll little cat i-upon ~ hich, 
however, we (hall not quite agr e. He then fl 'W at one of m dog, wh 
returned it, by biting hj ' foot till it bled; but as fc v r I)' b"at n (or it. 
I immediately rung for Margaret' to dref' his ·foot;· but in the midt1: !"IF my 
tribulation could n ot keep my oUlltenance; for {he ricd," Poor little 
thing, be doe no underfiand my language 1"--1 hope {he will n t re-

llea too that he is a papifi I 

• Mad me du Dcff<lod's dog, .which {he left by willlO Mr. W Ipole. • 

" r. Walpole', hO\lf k cpu. 

rke 1-

.. 
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Berkeley-Cqu:ue, Tuefday, May 8. 

I CAME before din!'ler, alld filld your long letter of the 3d. 1" ou have 
mif1:aken Tonton's tex, who is a ca alier, and a little of th moufquetaire.. 
frill; but if I do' not correa: his ivacities, at lea'fi I {hall not encourage 
them like my dear old friend. . 

You fay nothing of your health: therefore, I truf1:, it is quite re:dra
blillied. My own is molt: flourilhing for me. 

They fa the parliament will rtfe by the birtjl-day- not that it feems to 
be any grievance or confinement to any body. I hope you will foon come' 
and enjoy a quiet [ummer under the laurels of your own cOllfcience. They 
arc at leafi as iprea~ing as any body's eire; and the foil will prefer e their 
verdure for ever. :Methillks we wefiern powers might as well make peace, 
fince we make war fo clumfily.-Yet I doubt the awkwardnefs of our ene
mies will not have brought down OUf fiomach. Well, I wiih for the fake 
of mankind there w 5 an eud of their [ufferings! Even fpe&tors are not 
aml1fed-the whole war has pa{fed like the riotous murmurs of the upper 
gallery before the play begins - they have pelted the candle-filUffers, the 
ftage has been [wept, the muCIc has played, people have taken their places
but the deuce a bit of any performance !-And when folks go home, they 
will have feen nothing bl'tt a farce, that has coil: fifty times more than the 
bell: tragedy! 

LET T E R CXXI. 

Berkcley-fquare, May 28, 178r. 

THIS letter, like an. embflrkation, will not fet out till it has gotten its 
omplement; but I begin it, as I have jufi received your fecond lett r. 1 

w:o~e to you two days. ago, and did not mean to complain; for you cer
tainlY cannot have vanety of matter in your fequefiered ifle: and fince 
you do not difdain trifling news, this good town, that furnifhes nothing 

I ,at leaD: produces weeds, which !hoot up in fpite of Scotch I-hijl/tJ, 
that have chok d all good fruits. 1 do 1)ot know what lady C" defigns to 
cIo with her play; I hope, act it only in private; for her other was mur. 

~ From Jerfey. 

9 deled, 



TO THE ON . ~ENRY SEyMOUR CONWAY, 21 7 
dered, and tbe audi n c did not exert til e 1 an ga llantn' t j~ ) pre l an n\l
thoreC~ , ~ hough !h e .g; \."e ,the m 10 fair all op p rtu ni t. " "F or my o \'~n play, 
I was gO lt1 5 to publIl h I t Jll my OWII Jd' 1 ' P , as a {puriIHl ' ·dir io ll W JS aJ" 
verti(Cll here , b 1ides one in lrcl' 11'i.--~fy advt:rlltt:m t: nt has 0\' r1aid th 
form r for the pr f n t, anc.l that tempts m to ftlPI rr ( mille, a ' ) have 
a thorough averfi l);} to its "lppearan " \ Sti ll, I th ink I fl1 all rrodu c it in 
the dead of iurllmC'r, th at it may bc f,)r 'o tt n by wi nter; fo r I 'ould n t 
bear haying it the fL1bjt.d of cO ll vcrl;ltion in a full t OWJl, It i printe I; fo 
I can let it {teal lit i ll the n~d J 1: of the fi rO: cven that Cll llT OlT(.a:; the public ' o , 
and a ' it is not quite a l1(l\'l.: lty, I Il a 'c no fcar but it will be Hi ll-b rn, if 
it is twin w ith an: ' babe t ha t (:l lla lls a nd make, mll hI oi[( .-At the (arne 
t ime with yours I re ci,' d a lett r f ro m all ther ollGn a ris , who tells 
me N ccker is on the verge; and ill the p il fcript (ays, he has aCtually re~ 
figned. I heard fo a few days ago ; ebut this is a fuJI confirmation. Do 
you remel.lber:l cOl1vcrfatioll at our houfe, at (upper, in which a friend of 
yours fpoke very unfavourably of N ecker, and feemcd to willi his fall? In 
my own opinion, theyar much in the wrong. It i true, Necker la tired 
with all his lhoulders to rellore their finances; yet I am perf~:tded that hi 
attention to that g rea t obj Et made llim clog all their military operations. 
They will pay dearer for m oney ; but money they will havc--nor j it f( 

dear to th~m; for, when they have gotten it, they have only not to pay. 
A monfieur Jo1y de Fleury is comptrol1er-general. I know !lothing of him 
-but a, th y change fo often, fome able man will prove minifter at lafl:
and there they will have the advantage again .. 

Lord Cornwallis's courier, ~1r, BJ 0(.icric, \S not yet arrived; fo you are ~. 
little precipitate in thinking America fo much nearer to being {ubducd, 
which you ha\'e often {wallowed up as if you were a minif1cr; and yet, 
methillks, that rera has becn [0 frequently put off, that I WCJIlt! c:.; · y u are 
Flot cured of being fanguine-or rather, of believing' the magnificent lie:> 
t hat every trifling advantage gives birth to. If a quarter of the A erican 
had joined the rqyalius, that have been fuid to join, all the colonies would. 
flot hold them. But, at leaft, they havc been Eke, the tri ck of king and 
'queens at caras' wht.re one of two goes blCk every turn to fetch another. 
~ , . 

H owever, th~s 'is only for converfation for the moment. With fuch aver-
lion to di[putation, I have no zeal for making converts to my own opinion, 

ot even on points that touch me nearer. 

VOL. V. F f Thurfday 
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