
• 

218 LETTERS FROM THE HON. HORACE WALPOLE 

Thurfday, May 3T. 

h: you (e~ the papers, you will .find that there tvas a warm dehate yefier
day on a fre~ propofal from Harley for pacification with America; in 
which the mininers \~ ere roundly r~proached with their boafis of the rc
tu rniug zc;al of the colonies; and V:>hich, though it ought by their own ac
COtlllts to be fo much nearer complete, they could !lot maintain to be at all 
effeCtual; thQugh even J,cflerday a report was re lved of, a fecond viCtory 
of lord Cornwallis. This debate prey nted another on the marriage-bill, 
which C. F. wants to get repealed, and which he told me he was going to 

• labour. I mention thi hom the circumfiance of the moment when he told 
me fo. I had been to fee if lady A was come to town: as I came 
up St. James's-ftreet, I faw a cart anfporters at C-'s door. ; coppers and 
old chefis of draw rs loading.-In !hort; his fuccefs at Faro has awakened 
his hoft of creditors-but unlefs his bank had fwell d to the fize of the 
bank of England, it could not have yieloed a fop apiece for each. Epfom 
too had been 'unpropitious - aod one creditor has actually feized and carried 
off his goods, which did not feem worth removing. As I returned full of 
this fcene, whom ihould I .6nd fauntering by my own door but C.? H e 
came up and talked to me at the coach-window, on the marriage bill, 
with as much fangfroid as if he knew nothing of what had happened. 
-1 have 110 admiration for infenfibility to one's own faults, efpecially 
wh 11 committed out of vanity. Perhaps the whole philofophy confified ill. 
the commiiVon. If you could have been as much to blame, the lafi thing 
you would bear ,well would be your own r ,flection<;, The more marvelJous 
F--'s parts are, the more one is provoked at his follies, which comfort fo. 
many rafcal and blockheads; and make all that is admirable and amiable ilL 

him, only matter of regret to thofe who like him as I do .. 

I did intend to fettle at Strawberry on Sunday;' but mufi return on. 
Thurfda ,for a party made at :rvfarlborough-houfe for princefs Amelia. I 
am cOlltinually tempted to retire entirely-and ihould-if J did not f.ce how 
ver unfit Engli1h tempers are for living quite out of the world. We o-row 
abominably peeviih and fe ere 011 others, if we are not cOllf'tantly ruobbed 
againfi an.! p liihed by tbem. I need net name friends and reI tions of 
yours and mine as infiances. My prophecy on the {bort reiO'n of Faro is 
ver-ifi d already. The bankers find that all the calculated ad;antages of the 

) game 
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game do not balance pinchbeck parol is and debt of honourabl women.
The bankers, I think, might have had a previ ll ' 'md morc g nc- rOll '> rca e 11, 

the very bad ai of holdino(J' a bank :-but this country i a hard 11 d ao-ai nfl: 
• 0 

the petite morale, as againfi: the greater.-What {hou! I think of the world 
if I quitted it entirely? 

• 
LET T E R CXXII. 

Stra\\ berry-hill, June 3, J 71i r • 
• 

YOU know I have more philofophy about J' II than c uraz;e ; 'Ct [ 01 

'once I have been very bra e. Ther!! wa an ani Ie in the paper ' Iafi vcek 
that faid, a letter from Jerfey menti ned apprehenfions of beins attn k d 
by 4000 Frcnch.-Do you know that 1 tr atcd the paragraph with {corn ?
No, 'no: I am not afraid for your ifland, when you af" at home ill it and 
have had time to fortify it, and h8. e fufficient for e. 0, n : it will not 
be furprifed when you are there, and when our fl t is r turned, and Dig y 
before Breit-However, with all my alour, I could not help going to your 
brother to aile. a few quefiions - but he had heard of 110 fu ch lett r. The 
French would be foolilh indeed if they ran their heads a third time againft 
your rocks, when watched by the mofi vigilant of all governors. Your 
nephew G- is arrived with the fleet: my door opened t'other morning; 
I looked towards the common horizon of heads, but was a foot and a half 
belOw any face. The handfosnefi giant in the world made .but one llep 
crofs my room; and, feizing my band, galle it fuch a robufi gripe, that I 
fqualled; for he crulhed my poor ch2tlk-ito"nc ~ to powder. When I had 
recovered from the pain of his friendly falure, I faid, .( It mufi: be G
C- : and yet is it pofiible r-Why, it is not fifteen month:i ~go fince 
you was but fix feet high.'.'-In a word, he is thin 'an inch of Robert alid 
Edward, with larger limbs, almofi as handfome as Hugh, with all the bloom 
of y uth; and-in {hort, another of thofe comely {OIlS of Anak, the breed 

• of which your brother and lady Hertford have pioufly refiored for the com
fort of the daughter of ion. He is delighted with having tappe~ his war
fa e with the fiege of Gibraltar, and burns to firide to America. The town, 
he fays, is totally defrroyed; and between two and three hundred pcrfolls 
were killed.-:--Well! it is pity 1 d y Hertford has done breeding: we 
fuall want fuch a race to re-people even t e rums we do not lore! The 

· F f ~ rifing 
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riflng generatioll docs give one fome hopes.-I confine myfelf to fome of thi ' 
ycar's birds . The yO\lllg v\.7 illiam Pitt has again diiplayed paternal oratory. 
The other day, on the commit1ioll of accounts, he allfwered lord North, 
and tore inl limb from limb. If C. F. could feel, one ihould think fueh 
a rival, with an'un(pottc.d charaCter, would roufe him-'iVhat, jf a Pitt and 
Fox fhould again be rivals !--A {tilt newer orator ha appc<\rcd in the India 
bUllllCfs, a' Mr. Ballks, and again{tlord North too-Clnd with a merit, that 
the \"ery 18£1: crop of orators left out of their r~brie-modefry. As young 
Pitt is 11 odc..fl: too, one would hope fome gen\lille Englifh may revive.; ! 

TueCday, June 5-

THIS is the feafon of opening my cake-houfe. I havc chofeu a bad !pot, 
if I meant to retire; and calculated ill,r'when I made it a puppet-fhow. 

Lafr week we had two or three mafriff-days; for they were fiercer.than 
our common dog-days. It is cooled agailJ;, but rain is as great a rarity as in 
Egypt; and father Thames is fo far from being a Nile, hat he is dying 
for thirfr himfelf.-But it would be prudent to referve paragraphs of wea
thcr till people are gone out of town; for then I can have little to fend 
you elfe from hence. 

Berkeley-{quare, June 5. 

A s foon as I came to town to-day L e Texier called on me, and told me 
he has mifcarried of Pygmalion. The expenee would have mounted to l"5ol. 
and he could' get but 60 fubfcri~er ' at a gui lea api ceo I am glad his ex
perience and fuccefi have taught him thrift~I did not expeCt it. Sheridan 
had a. heavier mifcarriage lafr night. The two V cfrris had imagined a fetc ; 
and, concluding that whatever they defigned would captivate the town and 
its purres, w rt: at the expence of 12001. and, difrributing tickets at two 
guineas apiece, difpofed of not two hundred. It ~nded in a bad opera, that 
began three hours later than uD1al, and at quadruple the price. There 
w re bufhels of dead flowers, lamps, country dances-and a cold fupper----. 
Y t they are not aLufed as poor Le Texier was lafr year. 

June 8. 

I CONCLUDE my letter, and I hope our prefellt correfpondence, very agree
ably; for your brother told me laft night, that you have"" ritten to lord 

Hilliboroug,h 
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F-fillfbQrough fur leave to return. If all our 0"0 emors could lea tl' 
d 

., . b "e lelT 
Omll1l0nS 111 a good plight, it \ ere lucky. Your brothc-r owned ,,~ ... t 
1 . h' 1: ' lu t 1.e gazette It all lts citcum1 ane S cannot con eal, that lord Cornwalli 's 

tnumphs ~ave but inc~ea1ed our loffe ~ without leaving any hop s. I am 
told that hiS army, whIch w.hen he pa.rted fr m Clinton antounted to 17,000 

m en, does not now cOtHam above as many hundred, 'cept the d tach~ 
ment . The gazette, to my forrm\( and your greatcr lerro',', fpeaks of 
colonel' O'H,am having cei\"ed tw o dangeroLls wounds . . 

. Princefs Amelia ,vas at M arl borough-houfe la!1: night, and pli'\)'ed nt Faro 
h~l nvelve ~'clock-1 here ell~s t!le 'int~r am'paign !-I go to Strawberry
hill to-mon ow; alld I hope, a lIr,ftl'ldolfe, that the next let cr I write C<I 

you'- will be not to write to you any more . 
• 

LET T E R CXXIII • . 

Str:lwbcrry-hill) Stptcmbcr 16, J78r. 

I AM: not furprifed that fu h a miud as yours cannot help XPJ\ {fill er 

~ atitude: it would not be yo ur mind, if it could commalld th·lt ienfcltioll 
o " 
as triumphantly as it does your pafJiolls. Only remember that the exprcf-
Don is unneceffary. I do know that you f, cl thc entirc friclHHhip I ha\'c 
for ),ou ; nor {hould I love you fo well if I was 11 t perfuaded of it. There 
never was a graill of any tlting romantic in my friend(hip .for you. We 
loved one another froln children, and as,fo ncar rclatiol~S; but my friend
fhip grew up with your virtues, which I ac1m i red though I did not imitate. 
We had fearce one in common but difintercfiednefb. Of the rc"crfe w,:: 

have both, I may fay, been fo abfolutely clear, that there is nnthiIlg fo na
tural and eafy as the little moncyed tranfaCticn bet~v ecl1 us ; allu the :"r·forc.: 
knowing how pcrfeCtly indifferent I am upon that head, alld remembcrillg 
the papers I {howed you, and what I faid to you whcn I faw you lan, J am 
fme you will have the complaifancc "ncver to mention thanks mor .-

Now' to' anfwer your queftions. • 

As to C?mlOg to yo\.1, as that feu rrregcols lord George G urdon has 

1 Now general O'Hara, governor of Gibraltar. 
gJ\;en 
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given 'lP the eleetion to my great joy, I can come to you on Sunday next. 
It is true, I had rather you vifited your regiment firft, for this reafon: 1 ex
pect fummons to N l1neham every day; and befides, having never loved two 
journeys inftead of one, t grow more covetous of my time, as I have little 
left, and therefore had rather take Pa.:rk-place" going a.nd coming, on my 
way to lord Harcourt. . 

I don't know'a word of news public or private. I am deep i11 my dear 
o1d friend's I pa].>ers. There are fome very delect~ble; an.d though 1 believe, 
llay know, I have not quite all, there are many which I almoft wonder, 
after the little delicacy they ~ have {hown, evef'arrived to my hands. I dare 

,to fay they will not be .quite [0 juft to the public; for though I confented 
that the cor.re(pondence w.ith Voltaire lh.ould be given to the editors of his 

# works, I am perfuaded that there are mapy palIages at leaft which they will 
fuppref.<;, as very contemptuous to his chief votafies-l mean of the votar~es 
to his fentiments-for, like other herefiarchs, he defpifed his tools. If I live 
to fee the edition, it will divert me to coUate it with what I have in my 
hauds. 

You are the perrOl'!. in the world the fitteft to el1Counter the meeting you 
mention for the choice of a bridge J. You have temper and pati~nce enough 
to bear with fools and falfe taite. I, fo unlike you, have learnt fome pa
tience with both forts too, but by a more fummary method than by waiting 
to infiill feafon into them. Mine is only by leaving them to their own 
vagaries, al d ,by defpairin~ that fenCe and ta(le fuould ever extend them
fel ve. Adieu! 

P. S. In V oltaire' 1 tters are fome bitter traits 011 the king of Pruffia. 
which, as he is defender of their no faith, I conclude will be fayes too. 

t , 

• I Madam e du DefFalld, who dit!d in September 
q t: I, and left all her papers to Mr, W'alpoJe, 

~ H e means the executors of madame du 
Defrand. 

, The bridge over the Thames at Henley, to 
whofe Cingular beauty the good tafte of Mr. 
Conwa.y materially contributed. 

LETTER 
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LET T E R CXXIV. 

Berlteley-fquare, Sunday morning, November 18, 178 r. 

I H AVE been here again D r three days t 11 ing • and !HIding and 
waiting 011 Mr. J cphfc I1'S play. I have br ught it into the wo.rld, wa well 
delivered of it, it an fiand on its 0\ 11 leg -and I am going a k to my 
n\ 11 quiet hiP, never li ely to have allY tbill g more to with theatres. 
Indeed it has feemed il:range to me, who [or thefe three or fvur ears h v 
not been fo malJY times in a play- houfc , nor kn w fi,- of th a rs b figh t, 
to be at two r hearfal, b hind the fcelles, .i n thc grecn-r om,. and a _ 
quainted with half the company. Th Count of arbonne w s ph yed Iail: 
night with great applau{e, and wit. out a finglc murmur of dd~lppr()bati n. 
M ifs Young has charmed me. She pIa cd with intellig .nce that was quite 
furprifing. The applaufc to one of her fpee hes Ialt d a minute, and rc-
ommenced t wice before the play could go on. 1 atTI fure you wilJ be 

pleafed with the condua Id the eary beautiful language of th play, an 
ftruck with her aaing. 

LET T E R CXXV. 

Strawberry-hill, September J 7, 17 2 . 

I HAD not time j'cftcr n fa y wpat I had to fay abo'ttt your coming 
hither. I ihould certainly be happy lo (; you and lady Aildbury at allY 
time; but it would b unconfcionablc to xpec1 it when you have fcarcc a 
whole day in a month to pafs at your own haufe, and to lnok aft ' r yo r 
own works. Friends , I know, lay as great. 1. r s upon triRes :!<: upoa 

riuus points; bu t as there never was a more fincere attachment thall 
mine, fo it is the moil: reafonable one too, for 1 always think for lOU more 
than m [elf. • Do whatever you have to do, and be affured, That is what I 
like beil: that you (hould do. The prefenr hurry cannot lail: alway. Your 
pre£·nt object is to £how how much more fit y u are for your oft I thon 

• Mr. Conway w s now commander in chief. 

an)' 
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any other man, by which you will do infinite reI vice . 00; and ",ill t hro\'1 a. 
great many private aCts of goud-nature and jufiice into the aCCoullt. Do 
you think I would fiand ill the way of any of tl efe things? nd that I am 
not aware of them? Do not thin k. about me. If it fuit you at any 
moment, come . .. Except SUlldt1;y ll ex~ , when 1 am engaged to dine abroad, 
1 have noth ing to do till the middle (if O ctobe r, whell I ihall go to Nune
~am; and, boing or coming, may portibly catch .you at p. rk-place. 

-If I am not. quite credulous about your t\.lrni·jlg fmo~-c into go ld' , it is 
:pe-rhaps becaufe I am very ignorant. I like :Mr. ~ extremely; and 
.tho\.lgh I have lived fo long that I have littl e epnfid cncc, I think you could 
'not have chofen one more Ek-ely to be faith ul I am icnfible tbat my kind 
of difindl: would 'preven't all great enteJ;prifcs-and yet I can not but fear, 
·that unlefs one gives one's felf \.lp entirely to the purfuit of a new obje , 
the rifk mufi be dOlloled. But I 'will fay no morc; for I do not even willi 

-to diIfuade you, as I am fure I ullderfiand nothin g of the matter, and t hc.re~ 
. fore m ea.n no more tl'lan t{) keep your diferetion ~ wake. 

The tempeft of Monday night alarmed me too for the fleet ~ and as 1 
have nothing to do but to · care, I feel for individuals as welt as for the 
public; and think of all thofe who may be 1011:, and of all thofe who may 
be made miferable by fuch lars. Indeed I care mofi for individuals- for as 
to the public, it feems to be totally in[cnfibie to every thing ! 

J know nothing w9rth repe:ltillg; and having now an!wered.all 'our 
~etter {hall bid you good nigh t. 

LET T E R CXXVI. 

strawberry-hiB, Auguft 15, 1783' 

TH:ij aadre(s from the volunteers is curious indeed, and upon the firft 
[.ace a little Irifh. What! would they throw off our parliament, and yet 

~ Alluding to the colie ovens, for which Mr. Con~-:ly afterw:lrds obtained a patent. 

amend 



, 
TO THE HON. HE R Y SEY UI 

amend it? It is, like c rr tling a queftion in the houfc 
then voting againfi it. But I fuppofe they rather an t incrc con uti II 

here, that we may not be at leifure to impede thei r gr u -at I aft thi 
may be the intentioll of the leaders. L rge bodies arc t>nl led b being ill 
earnefi themfelve::s, hen their leaders arc n t fa :-but my head is not c1 ar 
enough to apply it to different matters-nor could I d an O'(\od i jt v re, => • 
Our ''''hole fyfiem is become a di Jointed chaos-and tim mufi. digeft it-
r hlow i up {h rt1y.-l fee. no way into it-nor xp a an thOng a ou ,bl 

but from chanr-e, that often ftops confufi n n a fuddell. reftor us b 
any f fiem, it would require!l tingle head furnith d ith" ifd , temp r 
addrefs, forftude, full and undi ided p w r, and mcere atri tifin div fled 
of all perfonal iews. Where is that prodigy to be foun ?-an 10 thould 
it have the po, er, if'it had aU the • eft? And if it ad th power, how 
could it be divefied of that power again? And if it w re not, how long 
would it retain its irtues? Power and ifdom would fc 011 ullit like 
Antony alld Augufius, to annihilate their colleague irtue, for being a 
poor creature like Lepidus. In {hort, the I? fs of.matter is too big for me : 
I am going t of the world nd annot tr uble my If ab(,IJt jt. 1 do 
think of your part in it, and wIth· to pr fer e you where you arc, for the 
benefits that you may contribute. I have a high opinion [ Mr. . and 
believe ,that by franknefs you may become real friend j which would be 
greatly advantage us to the country. There is no competition in 1 illd 
where you ar concerned: but F. is the minifier ith whom I mofi willi 
you united 0 ndeed, to all the reft I m indifferent or ad erfe-. but. b fide!' 
hi fu rior abiliti s, he .has a 'liberality of ,iltling tnat is t my taile. It IS 

11 e my father's plainllefi, and has llOnt of- the paltry little fiuclfc s of .a 
ftatefinall. 

Your parties do not t mpt me, b eaufe I am ot ~cll enough tu join iu 
them: nor 'et ' will th y ftop me, though I had ratb r find only), u and 
lad' A. and Mrs. D. I am not feriollfiy ilI-n y, am better upon th whole 
.than L was 1aft y ar: ut I perceive d cays enough in m fc I t be fc nfiblc 
that the fc ale rna 11 b inclined t the wodi fide. his obfervati 11 

make!; . very indiffi rent t every tbing . that i not much at J y heart. 
C nfc quell 1y what as it has always been for abo c forty 
y ars, a prinei al. ~ 

VOL, V. 1,~TTER 



226 ,LE TERS FltO.1 THE HON. HO c OL . 

LET T E R CllVil. 

Berk ley-fquare, Wedncfday, May 5, .l7 114-

YOUR cherries, for aught I kn \v, may, like Mr. '8'tt, be half ripe bc
~ re others are in bloffom; but at Twickenham, I am ii.lre, 1 could find 
dates and ~omegranate s on the quickfet hedges, as foon as a cherry in fwad
dling-clothes on my walls. The very leaves Olathe horfe-cl;1efnuts are Ii tie 
{iwtty-nofed tbings, that cry and are afraid of the north-wind, and cling to 
the bough as if old }toker was coming to take them away. 'For my part, 1 
have fe n nothing like fpring but chimney~fweepcr's garland; and yet 1 
have be n rhre~ days in the country-and the ,?oniequence was, that 1 was 
glad to come back to town. I do vot wonder that you feel differently. 
Any thing is warmth and verdure when compared to poring over me
moriah;. In truth, I think ou will .be much happier for being out of par-

:liamcl1 t. You could d no good there; you have no views of ambition to 
fati fy;-and when ,,neith r duty nor ambition calls (1 do not condefcend to 
name a larice, which never js to be fatisfie nor deferves to be reafon d 
with, nor has any place in y~ur brcall) I cannot conceive wha.t fatisfatl:ion 
an elderly man can have in lifrening to t'he paffio11s or follies qf others: 
1101' is elo uence fuch a banquet, when one knows that, whoever the 
cooks re, whatever the fauces, ne has eaten as good beef o~ mutton be
fore-and, perhaps, as w 11 dre£fea. It is furely time to liv~ for. onets 
fi If, when one bas not vat while to live; and y u, I am pe uaded, will 
live the longer for leadi g a country life. How IT}uch better to be plant
ing, nay, making experiment~ 011 fmoke (ff not too dear), than readmg 
applications from officer, a quarter of whof!1 ' you could not fen~e , nor 
content three quarter ! You had not time for neceffary exercife,; and, I 
believe, would have blinded you rfelf. In ihort, if you will live in the air 
all day, be totalJy idj~, and not read or write a line by candle-light, and 
retrench your fuppers, I !hall rejoi e in your ha ing nothing to do but tha.t 
dreadful punitbment, pleafing yourfelf. Nobody has any claims on you; 
you have fatisfied every point of hOllour; you have no ~caufe for being 
particularly grateful to th oppofirioll; and you want no excuf~ for living 
for your1elf. Your rerQlut~ollS on reconomy are not only prud nt, but 
juft-and, to fay the trurb, I belle e that if you had continued at the head 
of the army you w.ould have ruined yourfelf. You have too much gene-

2 rofuy 
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rofity to have curbed yourJelf, and would have had too little time to att ld 
. <to doing fo. I know by m felf how pI fant i is to have laid \11 a I ittl 
for thofe 1 love, for thofe that d pelld on me, and for old fc rvant '. 1\1-
derate withes may be fatisfied-and, which is fiill better, ar leis Ii bIe 0 
difappointment. I am Bot, preae ~ng, nor gi ing d icc:'" ut eqngr tu
lating you :-al1d it is certainly not being f lfifh, when I r joice at your 
being thrown by <::~icumfianees into a retired life, th ugh it , ill 0 lion 
my feein.g lefs of you. B}lt I ha e lways preferred what as m f; r 
your ow honour a'1 d happinefs; and as you tafre fatisfaai~ll . aIr ady, it 
will not dimilliih, for they are the fidl: moment of paffil g fr m a bufy 
life to a quiet one that are the mofi irkfome.. ou b. ve the felicity f 
lDeing able to amufe yourfelf with what the grave worM call trifle -but 
as gra\"ity do s i10t happen to be wi m, trifles re,full as impottant as what 
is refpeCted a feriou ; and more amiable, as generally m re inn cent. 
1\1oft men are bad or ridiculous, fometimes both :-at leafr my e~'pcrience 
tells me, what my reading had told me before, th'lt t ey are Ii ill a great 
capital of a linking country. If immortal fame i his o~jea, a C to may 
die-but he will do Ito god. If qnly th p!"efcrvation of his virtue had 
been his point, he might ha lived comfortably at Athens, like Attic s
who, by the way, happens to be as imm tal ; though I will give him 
credit for having had no fuch view. Indee, J look 01 this country a fo 
irrecoverably on the verge of ruin, from its enormous debt, fr m the 10fs 
of America, from the a1mofi: as certain prof pea of lofing India, that my 
pride w uld diflike to be an aCt?r when the erath may happen. 

. . 
You feem to think that J might {l:lld ,~U more news. So I mi ht, i 

I would talk of elections: but thofe, you know, I hate; as, in general, I do 
all details. How Mr. Fox has recovered {ucb a majority I do not gueu ; 
fiil1lefs do I comprehend how there could be [0 many that had not voted, 
after the poll had lafted fo long. Indeed, I ihould b· forry to underftan 
fuch myfteries.-Of new peers, or new elevations, I hear v<:ry day, u ' 
am qu te ignorant which are to be true. Rumour always creates as many 

• as the king, when he makes feveral. In faa, I do know no hing. 

t:dieu! 

P. S. Th {ilmtl1er is come to town, but I hope is gone into the coun-
try too. 

G g 2, lETTER 
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LET 'r E R CXXVlll. 

Strawberry-hiT!, May 21, 1784-

'I AM perf4 dly fatisfied with your epitaph', and w uld not ~ave a fyl
lable altered. It tells exactly what it means to fay, and, that truth being 
an cncomiOm, wants no addition or amplification. Nor do I love 1 te 
langl.1age for modern facts, nor will uropean tongues periih fince print
ing has been cnfcovered. I ihould approve French leafr of' all. lt would 
be <'1 kind of iI fult to the vanquiihed: and befides, the example of a hero 
ihouJd be held out to his countrymen rather than to their enemies. You 
nJuil take care to have 'the wQrd cauftd, in the lafi line but one, fpelt 
rightly, and not caus'd. ' . . ( 

r know no,thing of the parliament but what 
came hither yefierda , and am tranfported, like 
country; aye, and with its perfumed air too. 
the infides of the rooms. 

you faw in the papers. I 
ou, with the beauty Df the 

The lifar-tide fcents even 

I fired lady A to c rry Y0\.J 10rcll\1elcombe's Diary. , It is curi-
ous indeed, not fo much from-the fecrets it blabs, which are rather cha
raCierifiic ,than novel, but frOll) the wonderful folly of the author, "'I'ho 
was fo fond of talking of himfelf, that .he tells all he knew of. hirnfelf, 
though fcarce an e ent that does not betray his profligacy; and (which is 
frill more fUfprifin:g that he ihould difclofe) almofr every ohe ex ofes the 
ontempt in which he was held"and his cOn1equel1tial difappointmel1ts and 

difgra t- Was ever any mafl the better for another's experience?-What 
a lelfol1 is here againft verfatility ! 

I, ~ho have lived ~hrough all the fcepes unfold~d, am en ettained-but 
I fhoulcl thilik that to yo'unger readers half the book, mufi: be unintelligi
ble. He explain nothing but the circu1l'\fiances of his own fituation; 
and though he touches on many important ~riods, he leaves them uncle
velope~, and often undetermined. It is diverting to hear bim rail at lord 
Halifax ~nd others, for the ery kind of double-dealing w ich he relates 
coolly of ~imfelf in the next page. Had he gone backwards, he might 

11 An epitaph for the monument, ereaed.by, h States of Jerfey, to the mem,ory of major Pear- ' 
{on, killed in the attack of that iIland by the French, in January J 781 • •. 

9 have 
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bav,e ,iven h~lf-a-dozen volu,mcs of hi 0 vn l ife \ ith fimilar anecdotes a ll 
vanatlOns. 

. 
I am mofl: furprifed that when (df-Iov i. th ",/tole ground-wod. uf the 

performance, there ihouJd be little or no att mpt at fhinillo a nn author, 
though he w, One. As he had fe) much \\ it l 0, I am amaz~d that not 
a feat r of it appcar.. Th difcu'iion ill tll A pp ndi, Hi the lutt; 
prince's quefl:ioll for in reafe of llow,llle', i' tl t; only part ill whi<;h rhcl{' 
is fenCe r hon v. .. 

There is in the imperf. . ac Qunt f Rochfort, a il, II!!; ir umflancc 
or two that pleafed me much, Thcr are m' 11y paltlgcs that \\ ill dif, 
pleafe fe eral others throughout. 

• 
Mr. Coxe's Trav are vcry cliffi rent: plaill, clea r, fj'noble, inn rucl ' \' • 

and entertaining. It i a noble work, and precious to me who delight ill 
quartos: the two olum s cOllta in t\\, eh·c hlll1drt;d pages-I h' ve already 
rlevoured a quarter, though I ha\'e IJad them but three days • 

• 
[TIle ref!: of thi letter is loll,] 

LET T E R CXXI . 

Strawb;rry-hill, June 25, 1',84. 

I CAN anfwer you, very ' readily in your own tone, that ois, about wea
ther and country grievances, and withollt' ~n word of llews or politics ; 
for I know neithe nor nquire of th m. I am very we1l content to be 
a 5tr rug, and to exiJi after I have done be;f1g: alJd I am {h 1 better 
pleafed that you are in the fame way of thinking Of of not thilJking; for 
1 am fure both your health and your mind witl find the b ne6ts of 1J jr.g 
for your(elf al family only. It were not fit that the O1lllg f.hould COll 

centre themfelves in fo narr w a circle-nor do the young feem to have 
• any fuch intentign. Let them mend or mar the world as they pleafe

the world tak s its own way upon the whole; al!d though the,re may be 
an uncommon fwarm of animalcuhe for a fcafon, things return into theil 
own channel from their own bias, beD rc any dfc8ual noftrum of fumi
gation ' is dlicovered. In the mean time I am for giving all due weight 

to 

... 

• 
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to IDcal grievances, thOl.lgh· wjth no atural t urn towards attending to 
them :-but they rve for convcr[ati ol1. \~ e have no newly-invented 
gru bs to ea t ou r fruj t - i ndced 1 have no fruit to be eaten-but 1 fh ould 
not lRmcnt if -the worms would eat my gardene r, who, yotr know, is [0 bad 
an one, that I . tJC\'er ha ve any thing in my garden. 1 am now waiting 
for dry \\ eather to cut my hay-though nature certainly never intended 
bay (houlu . bc cut dry, as; it alway ' rains all J une.-Bu here is a. worfe 
calamity: one is J1CYCr fafe by day or night : Mrs. W alfingham., who has 
bought your bmthcr' s late hou[e at Ditton, wa robbed a few days C1f;o io 
tbe high road, within a mile of hom~, at /evm in the evening. The dji 
mi nol"nm genti'\.~rn pilfer every thillg. L afl: I2ight they 110ie coup1c of 
'\ ards of lead off the pcdi',nellt of the door of my cottage. A gentleman 
~t Putney , '""bo has threc men fcrvall\s , bad hi hou[c broken open b.li: 
\\ cek, and loll ( me fine minia ures , ~\ hieh he alued fo mu ch, that he 
'would !lot hang them up, You may im'tginc what a pain 1h.i give me. 
in my bawble. '! I have bec:n rna king the round of my for tifications t i 
rnorning, and ordoril1~ new works . 

• 
I am concerned for the aCCO\lnt y ou give me of - --. Life doe 

not appear to be fuch a jewel as to pre(erve it carefull y fo r its ow n f..'lke. 
I think the fa me or-its,.good thingI : if they do not' procure amu[ement or 
comfort, I doubt they ~uly produce the contraty.-Yet it is fill to refine ; 
for , probably, whatever allY man docs hy choice, he knows will plea(e 
him befr, or at leafr ,ill prevent greater unea{inelil. I, therefore, rather 
retraCl my con.ce:l1 ;' for :""ith a \ afr fortu ne ( might certainly do what 
he would-and If, at hIs age, 11<; ",all wi{h for m ore: th <ln that fortllne will 
obtain, 1 may ,pity hi taile or temper: but I {hall thi,uk that you and I 
are mu h hap.pier who .can find enjoyments in all Humbler fj)here, nor 
em' thofe who have no time for trifling. 1, whC? have ne er d e any 
th illg elCe, am nor at1 all weary of 1'l1y occupation. E ven three days of 
continued rain have not ,put me out of hllmour or fpiri C'eil beau
coup di!'e for an ~glQis. Adi u1 

LETTER. 
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LET T E R CXXX. 

trRwberry-hill, June 30, '78 . 

IN STEAD of coming t you, 1 am thinkin g of pa 'kiu'g up and g ing 
to tow n or \ ' in ter~ fo defpei-atc is tbe weathcr! I fUll ,d a frea r fire at 

lr . Cli, c's this ev('uing, anJ ~1r. Raftor hUlwin 'T 0 er it like a fmoked ..... ;::> ;;:> 

hall;. They teo 1 me my h' y will b all fpoileu fo r wallt of ' litting; bur I 
had ralha it {hould be defiroy d by {[andino- than by bt.!ll l" llW 'cJ as the .:> , .:> , 

form r will 011 fpe ll othino- but the crop, and 'tis \ Cl " , de.: r tv I1Jko !lO-

thing but a ,water iouchy of it. 

You kllow I ha e 10 a n cc, ·and found ali ther n ' hcw : -he lakes • 
the fifty-fourth, reckoning both f~ .: . V·l care ce rta inl; ~\n alTe.: i natt: 
famil y, for of l:lte we do l\othing but mar y one anot.her. 

Have not You felt a lit le twinge in a remote corner f your heart 011 

lady 's de,flth? She dreaded death fo 'trem ly, tha t i am glad [he 
had not a moment to be fenfible of It. 1 have a great affection {() r ti.1UU 11 

deaths-Th y fave on 's felf and every body eIre a tical 0 ceremony. 

The duke and duchefs of M breakfafieu here II Monday, and 
fecmeu much ple;tfed, though it rained the wh k time with an E~ptian 
(brknefs. I ihould have thought ther had b en dclug s nOl1 gh 0 de
firoy all Egypt's othe,r plaO'ues ; but the newlp pers talk. of locl1fl.s--I 
fuppofe, relations of your becties, though probably not 10 fond l)f green 
fruit; for the fcene of their ampaign IS· l..leen-fquar. W l1miu11:er, 
where there certainly has not been an orchard 1111ce the reign of Canute. 

I have, at lafi, [eell an air baJloon- jutl as I ()l1ce tlid fee a tiny re"j"w .. 
by paffing one .accidentally on HounOow-heath. 1 was going lal1 night 
to lady Onflow at R 'chmond, and over Mr. Cambridge's leld 1 faw a 
bundle in the air not bio-O'er than the moou, and {he heddf could not have 

~ 00 

de{cended with mOl . compo[ure if {he had expeClec.! to find ndymion fall 
aOeer. It feemed to 'Ii ht on Richmond-hill; but Mrs. H-- \va going 
by, and her coiffeure prevented my feeing it alight. The paper lay, 
that a balloon has been made at Paris, reprefenting the came of St ck
holm, in compliment to the king of Swedeo, but that they were afraid to 
• let 

• 
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let it off-So, I fuppo(e, it will be ferved up to him in a dert"ert. No great 
progrefs fmel y i made i.ll thde airy navigations, if they are :fi:i~l afraid of 
riik 19 the ·necks of two or three fubjeCts for the entertainment of .a vifit
ing fovercign. There is fddom a feu de joie for the birth of a dauphin 
that does not cult more lives. I thought royalty and icience never haggled ,. 
abOtlt the v~lue of blood when experiments are in quefiion. 

I Q1a11 wait .for fummer . before I make you (l ifit . . T~ough I dare· to 
ray that you have converted your fmoke-kilns into a manufaCture of tal
loons, pray dt) not ereB: a Strawberry caftle in the air fC?r my reception, if 
it '11 coft a pifmire a hail;, of its head. Good-night! -I have ordered my 
.he'd to be heated as hot as an oveu, and Tonton and I mu1l:: go into it. 

< 

~~====================== • 

LET T E R CXXXI 

Strawbcrry-hili, Augu!l: 14, 1784' 

AS lady C. offers to be po1l:man, I cannot refi1l:: writing a li~le, though 
I have not a word to fay. In good u)oth, I know nothing, hear of no
thing but robberies and houfe-breaking ; confequently never think of 
mini1l::ers, India direCtors, alld fuch hone£l: men. Mrs. Clive has been 
broken open, and Mr. Raftor mitcarried and ~~ d of the fright. Lady 
--- has loil all her liverje and her tempe\, and ~ady has cried 
h<.-r eyes out 011 lofing a lurch and almoO: her wig.-Ill ihort, as I do not 
loye xaggeration, I do not bel~ ve there hu e be n above threefcore high
way robberies within this week, fifty-fev 11 houfes that have been broken 
op n, and two hundred and thirty t at arc to be firippell 01'1 the fidl: op
portunity. We are in 'great~hopes, howeve;, that the king of Spain, now 
he has demoliihed Algiers, the metropolitan fee of thi 5, will come and 
b mbard Richmond, T'vvi kenham, Hamptoil-COl1rt, 'and all th fuffragall 
cities that fwann with pirates and banditti, as he has a better knack at 
defiroying ,vagabol'\ds than t reco\re~ing his own. 

" 

lrelaud is in a bleffed wa ; and as if the climate infected every body 
that fet s foot th r , the vicer y's aide de amp have blullder.cd into ·a riot, 
that wiil fet an the humours afloat. 

I wifh' 



TO THE RON. H~NRY SEYMOUR CO 'A 233 

1 wilh you j y of the fummcr being come no v it is gone whi h' 1 h 1, )et-
ter t an not c ming at all. I hope lady C. will return \'i h an a COllnt of 
your all being pcrfec11y well. Adieu! 

• 

L E' T T E R ex XXII. 

• Str.1\\ bt:rry-I ill 9· oher 15, li84. 

AS I have heard lathing from you, flatter m 'idf buy A. mLllus, or I 
think you would ha e br ught~her again to the ph) Ii ' ian ' : ·ou wil!, I on
elude, next, eek, as toward the end f it the tew da 's th named will b 
expired. I mull: be in town myfdf .bollt Tburlda I Oil {(IIn<'; Ii tl . butin fs 
of my own. • 

As I was writing this, my fervants called m a\\'uy t fee a Gall /1 -- J (lIp

pofe Blanchard's, that wa~ to be itt off from Chelfca thi3 mOl'llillg. I [I\V it 
from the common fi Id before the window f my round tower. It appe red 
about a tbird of the fize of the moon, r lefs , vhen fetting, /i)Inething above 
the tops of the trees on the Ie el horizon. It was then defctnding; and after 
riling and declining a little, it funk now ly behind tbe trees, I fl10U Id think 
about or beyond Sunbury, at five minutes after one. But you know I am a 
very inexact guerrer at meafures and difiances, all may be millakell on 
many miles; and you know how little I have attendeJ to thore airgo11l1tllJ ° 

only t'other night I di erted . m felf with a fort of meditati(!11 n future 
airgonation, fuppofing that it wiH not only l pcrfeaed, but will depofe na
vigation. I did not finilh it, becaufe I am nM {killed, like the gent! man 
that ufed 0 write political lh' p-news, in that ityle, \! hich I wanted to per
fea my cffay: but in the prelude I obferved how ignorant the ancien t were 
1n fuppoung 1carus melted the wax of his wings"by t near accefs to the 
fun, whereas he would ha e been frozen to death befor he made the ' firfl: 
pof[ on that road. ext, I difcovered au alliance bet een bithop WHkins·s 
art of flying and hi plan of an univerfallanguage, the latter of which he no 
doubt calculated to pre ent the want of an interpreter when he fhould arriv 
at the moon. • 

But I chiefly amufed myfelf with ideas of the change that would be made 
in the world by the fubftitution of ballooDp to fuips. I fuppofed our (ea-

VOL. V. H h ports 

• 
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ports to become defertcd v iliages , and Saliibury-plain, Newmarket-heath~ 
(another canvas for alteration of ideas), and ~ll downs (but tke Dowlls) 
arifiBCT into dock-yards for aerial velfels. Such a field would be ample. in b , 

furniihing new fpeculations-But to come to my fhip-ncws. 

The good balloon Dredalus, capt. 'Ving-ate will fly itl a few days for 
China; he will fiop at the top of the Monument to take in palfengers. 

Arrived oh Brand-fands, the Vulture, capt: Nal:ob; the Tortoife fnow, 
from Lapland; the Pet-en-l'air, from Verfailles; the Dreadnought, from 
mount Etna, fir W. Hamilton commande ; the Tympany, MongGlfier; 

. and the Mille-A-in-a-ba11dbox, from the cape of Good Hope. Foundered ill 
a. hurricane, the Bird of Paradife, frop" mount Ararat. The Rubble, Shel. 
don, took fire, and was burnt to her«'galJery; and the Phrenix is to be c~ 
down to a fecond rate.-In thofe days Old Sarum will again be a town and 
have houfes in it. There will be fights in the air with wind-guns and bows 
and arrows; and there will be prodigious increafe of land for tillage, efpe a 

cially in France, by breaking up all public' roads as ufelefs.-But enough 
of my fooleries, for which I am forry you muft pay double pofiage .. 

LET T E R c,xxxm. 
Sunday night, Nov. 28, 1784-. . 

. I HA VE received the panel of paper.s you lent me." which I conclude 
come from lord Strafford, and wiU apply them as well as I pollibly can" you 
may be fure-but with little of doing any good: humanity is no match for 
cruelty. There are now.and then fuch angelic beings as Mr. Hanway and 
Mr. H,?ward; bu:t our race in general is pcftilently bad and malevolent. I 
have been thefe two years wilhing to promote my excellent Mr. Porter's 
plan for aUe iating the ~oes of chimney-fweepers, but neve( could make 
imprefiion on three people; on the c01~trarYt have generally eaufed a fmile • 

G-C-'s intelligence- of hoftilities commenced between the Dutch. 

2 Again.ft cruelty to dog', 

3 ~nd 
• 



TO THE HON. H~NRY SEYMOUR CO WAY. 235 

.wd Imperialifis makes me fuppofe that France will fupp rt the form f
or could they refill:? Y t I had heard that rance woul i not, ome have 
thought, as I ~a\"e done, tbat a c mbination of parti ion would happen 
between Au1tna, Fr:lnce, and PrufTia, the modern 1a\,,, of nations for 
llvoidillg wars. I know nothing: fo my conje ure rna' all ·b . erroneou. ; 
efpe ially as one argues from reafon; a very inad quate judg a it l~lV'S 
paffions, caprices, and accidents, out of its calculati n. It docs "not {( em 
tbe intcrefr of Frallce, that the emperor's powcr fhoulJ illercafe in their 
n ighbonrhood alH~ extend t~ the rea. C nfeq\1 ntl)' it i Fratl 's intercfi 
to protect Holland iu conce rt with PrufTia. This lafi is a tran£ient ? wcr, 
and may determine 01 1 the dea~h of the prefc-nt k-ing; but the Imperial i, a 
permanent force, and (null: be the enemy of Fran e, h wevcr prdcnt con 
nection's may incline the fcale. 

• 
In any cafe, J hope we fhall no way be ho ked into the quarrel; lIot only 

from the impotence of our circumll:ances, but as I thil1k it 'would decide 
the 10(s of Ireland, which {eems tranquillizing: but fhould we have any 
bickering with France, {he would renew.the man uvrcs {he pm. ifed [0 

fatally in America. Thefe are my politics; I do not know with" hore 
they coincide or difagree, nor docs it fignify a {haw. Nothing will depend 
on my opinion; nor haye I any opinion about them, but when I have no .. 
thing at all to do that amufes me more, or nothing elfe to fill a letter. 

1 can give you a (ample of my idlenefs, which may divert lady A.--
ane. your academy of' arts and fciences for a minute in the evening. I 
<:am~ into my head yell:erday to .ft:lid a card, to lady Lyttclton, ato afk when 
(he would be in town-here it is in an heroic ~p' file; 

.F rom a caiHe as vafr-a~ the cafrles 011 iigns ; 
From a hill that all Africa's- mole-hills oudhines, 
This epifile is fent to a cottage fo (mall, 
T.hat the door cannot ope, if you fiand in the hall, 
To a lady, who would be fifteen, if ller knight , 
And old f\\' : n were as young as :r"fethufalem qUlte: 
It comes to inquire-net whether her eyes 
Are as radiant as ever-but how many ftghs 
He mufr vent to the rocks and tbe ·echos around, 
(Tt¥lugh nor echo nor rock iu the pariili is found) 

H h 1 

• 
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Before {he obdurate his paffion will mcet
His paffion to fee her in Portugal-ftreet. 

As the fixth line aoes rath r too ncar the core, do not give a copy of it: 
however, I {bOtlld

O 
be forry if it difpleaf 4; though I do not believe it will ,. 

but be tlken with gooel-humour as it was meant '. 

==============7===~ 

LET T E R CnXIV. 

Strawberry-hill , October 6, 1785-

I WONDERED I did not hear from you, as I concluded you returned. 
You have made me good amends by the entertaining fiory of your travels. 
If I were not too disjoin ted for long journeys, I {bould like to fee much of 
w hat you have feen; but if I had the agility of Vefiris, I would not pu r
chafe all that pleafure for mt eyes at the expence of my unfociability, 
wbich could not have borne the hofpitality you experienced. It was always 
death to me, when I did travel England, to have lords and ladies receive me 
and (hew me their caftles, infiead of turning me over to their houfe
keeper: it hindered my feeing L ny thing, and I was the whole time medi. 
tating my efcape: but lady A. and you are not fuch fcnfitive plants, nor 
{brink and clofe up if a firanger holds out a hand. 

. . 
I don't wonder you was fodifappointed with Jarvis' windows at New 

College : I had foretold their mifcarriage: the old and the new are as 
mifmatched as an orange and a lemon, and defiroy each other; nor is there 
foam enough to retire back and fee half of the new; and fir J ofhua' 
wafhy Virtues mak the Nativity a dark {pot from the darkne fs of the 
Shepherds, which happened, as I knew it would, from moft of Jarvis' . 

. colours not being trallfparent. 

1 It was. ta'K.en in peTree\: good <humour; and 
• fie returned the following anfwer, which 

Mr. Walpole owned WOlS betteI than his ad. 
drefs ; E. 

Rememher'd (tho' old) by a wit and a beau I 
I lhall fancy, re lOt,Jg, 'm a Ninon I'Enclos. 
I mull: feel impatient Curh kindncfs to meet, 
And lhall haften my flight into Portugal-flrc\..t. 

Ripley COIUCC, 2. ~th No ... 

1 I have 

• 
• 
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I have not feell the iry{pro ements at Blenheim. I ufeJ to thil k it one 

of the ugliefi places in Engl nd; a giant' cafile who had 1 id \\'ufie all the 
country round him. Every body now allow the merit of Bro, u' s 
achie ements there. 

Of all your furvey I wi{h mon: to fce Beau D efen. .y arwick-c:lfilc, 
and Sto\\le, I know by heart :-the firfi I had father poff< ~ than any feat 
upon earth-not that I think it the moft beautiful of all, thotlgh harm
Illg, becauic I .am -10 intill ate with all its proprietors for th Iafi thOU!~Uld 
years. 

I have often and often ldied the new plan of Stow : it i ' pompous ; 
but tbough the wing are altered, they are not fCllgthcn d. '1 h lI o h three 
parts of the edifices in the ga rden u e bad, they enri h that infipid c untf)" 
and the vaflnef'i plcafes me more t an 1 c~n defend. 

I rejoice that your jaunt ha been fcrviceable to I dy A. Th ChI1l1ll i llt; 

wan I is at llally with 111 ; but llcirh r he nor I can J, ep our pronl1ic 11 \

conrinently. IIe expec s two fons of h. brother fir William, whom he i 
to pack up and fc lld to the Pere de l'Oratoire at I ris. I expe 111ft! anJ 
b el W. to-morrow, who are to pafs a few days with me: but both th e.! 
charm;1zg-man and I will be "vith YOLl foon. I have no obje iOIl to a wintry 
vifit: as I can neither ride nor walk, it is more comfortable WbCll moil of 
my time is parred within door. If I continue pelfe 1y well, as 1 :.l:l J I 
fhall not fettle in to\'\'n till after Chrifimas: there will not be half a dozen 

perfons there for wbo,m I c re a fir~t\\' . • . 
I k'now nothing at all. The peace et,~ecn the A u£l:rian harpy and the 

frogs is made. They were flout, anc.l preferred being g bbled to parting 
with their money. At laO:, France offered to pay the mOlley for them. 
The barpy blufhed-for the firO: time-and wCfUld n t take it, but fignt.. ... the 
peace-and will plunder fomebody elfe. , 

Have you got Horwell's mofi abfurd enormous booJr?-The befi thil\g in 
1 is a ben mot of lord Pembrolte. The more one learns of J 'oht fon, the 
more repofierous affemblage he appears of firong !.Cnfe, of· t~le low eft 

• ~ E"dw~rd Jerningham, tfey 
bi CTu try, 
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birrotry and prejudices, of pride, brutality, fretfuln c[c; , and vanity-and 
n;(well is the ape of moft of his faults, without a grain of his [cufe. It i ~ 
lhe fiory of ,a mountebank and his zany . 

.I ,forgot to [ay,.that I wonder how, with your turn alJd knowledge and 
ellterprife in {cientific exploits, you came not to "iIlt the duke of Bridg
water's operations-or did you omit them, becaufe I {houJd nut ha\'c under~ 
flood a \Yard you told me! Adieu! 

L ~ T T E it ~xxxv. 
l 

Sunday night, June 19, "786. 

I SUPPOSE you have been [wearing at the call: wind for parching your 
, 'erdure, and are now weeping for the rain that drowns your hay. I have 
'thefe C"dlamities in commOll, aud my cOllll:allt and particular one, people 
that come ·to fee my haufe, which ·w1fortunately is more in requeH: than 
-ever. Already .I have had twen~y-cight fets, have five more tickets giyen 
'imt, and yefterday before I had dined three German barons came. My 
houfe is a torment, not .a comfort! 

1 was font for again to dine at Gunner{bury on Friday, and was forced 
to fend to town for a drefs-coat and· a fword. There were the prince of • 
Wales, the prince of Mecklenburg, \he d e of ~drtland, lord Clanbraffil, lord 
and lady Clermont;lord and lady ~outhampton, lord Pelham, and Mrs. Howe. 
The prince of Mecklenburg went back to W hldfor after coffee; and the prince 
and ·lord and lady Clermont to town after tea to hear [orne new French play
c.rs.atJady W.illiam.Gordon's •• The prjncefs, lady Barrymore, and the reft of 
us, played three pools at 'iCommerce till ten. I am afraid I was tired and 
gaped. While we were at the dairy, tbe princefs infill:ed on my making 
:k>me verfes on Gunuerlbury. .1 pleaded being fu.perannuated. She WQuld 

. not excufe me. I promifed the thould have an ode on her next birth-day; 
which diverted the prince-but all would ' not do- So, as I came home, I 
made thc·,following fianzas, and fent them to her breakfafi next m ornin.,g .. 

L In 



, 
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• 
TO THIt HON, HENRY SEYMOUR CONWAY. 

L 
In deathlefs odes for ever green 

Auguftus' laurels blow; 
Nor e'er was grateful duty feen 

In warmer fhains to flow. 

n~ 

Oh! why is Flaccus not alive 
Your·faY'tile fcene to fiug ? 

To Gunnerfuury's charms could give 
HIS lyr~ immortal fpring. 

III . • 
As warm as liis y zeal for you, 

Great princefs, could J thow it: 
But though you have a Horace too-

Ah,.madam, he's no poet . 
• 

2 9 

If they are but poor verfos, confider I am fixty-nine, was half aOcep, and' 
made them almaft extempore-and by command! However, th y fuc
ceeded, and I received this gracious anfwer: 

.. I with I had a name that could anfwer your pretty r{( s. Y ur 
yawning yefierday opened your vein for pleafing me; and J return you my 
thanks, my good Mr. Walp?le, and remain fmcerely your friend, 

• AMELIA:' 
1 think this is very genteel at feventy-fi • . 

DO' you know that I have bought the Jupiter Serapis as welJ as the Julio 
CiQvio" ! Mr. a{[ures-me he has ~eIl fix of. the hand, anti !10t one 
of them fo fine or fo well preferved. I am glad fir J othua Reynolds la\\I 
no more excellence in the Jupiter than in the Clovio; or the duke f 
Portland, r fuppofe, ould have purchafed it, as he has the vafe f; r a 
thoufand pounds. '( would not change. I told fir \V .. Hamilton and the late 
duche.fs, hen I never thought it wonId be mine, that I had rat er have th<.. 
head ,than the vafe. I ihall long for Mrs. D- to make a bull: to i.t, 

• At the fale of the duchefs dowager of Portland. 
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and then it will be frill more valuable. I have depofited both the lliumina 
tion and the Jupiter in laJy Di's cabinet \ which is worthy of them--And 
here my colleCtion winds up - 1 ill not purchafe trumpery after fueh 
jewels. Bcfides , every thing is much dearer in old age, as one has lefi time 
to enjoy. Goo -night! 

========~==========:=~-~ 

LET T E R CXXXV1~ 

S~rawberry-hill, OCl:ober 29, 1786. 

I WAS forry not to be. apprifed of your intention of going to town, 
where I would have met you; but 1 knew it too late, both as I was en
gaged, and as you was to return fo foOl { I mean to come to Park-place in 
a week or fortnight: but I !hould like to know what company you expeCl, 

"or do not expeCt; for I had r:ather fill up your v.acancies, than be a fu,per. 
numerary. 

Lady 0- has fent me two cllarades made by col. F ": the firil: 
!he fays is very eafy, the fecond very difficult. I have not come within 
fight of the eafy one; and though I have a guefs at the other, I do not be .. 
lieve I am right; and fa I fend them to you, who are mafter-general of the 
CEdipufes. 

The firft, that is fa eafy : 

In concert, fang, or ferenade, 
My fi rft requires my fecond's aid. 
To thofe reffding near the pole 
I would not recomme.nd my whole. 

The two lafr lin s, I cenclupe·, neither conneCt with the two fldl-, nor wil1 
help one to decyphering them. 

The difficult one: 

Charades of all thirlgs are the woril; 
But yet my beft have been my firil:. 
Who with my fecol1d are cOllcem'd 
Will to defpife my whole. have learn'd. 

t A cabinet at Strawberry-hill, ornamented with drawings by lady Diana DeaucIerc. 

• 

This 
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T his founds like a good one, and therefore I will not tell ),ou 11."Iy folu .. 

tion; for, if it is wrong, it might lead you afrray ; and if it i. rioht, it would 
prove the charade is not a good one. 

Had I any thing better, I would not fend you charades uni (s for the 
name of the author. 

I have had a letter from your brother , \\' ho tell s me tha t he has 11 gral1d~ 
fon S witl, him, who i a prodigy.-l fay to 111) tell', 

-~-Prodigics are grown fo frequent, 
That they IltlVC 10Il: their name---

4 

I have feell prodigies in plenty of lat~-a)'c, and formerly tOil-but, di \ ine 
as they have all been, each ha had ue mortal heel, :.tnd bas trodd Il back a 
"aft dea1 of their cclefiial path! I b g to be excufed f1' Ill. any more rC4 

uuEty. .. 

I am fOJ ry you have loa your fac-totUl 1 iiJppoi'(: he haJ dit: 
covered that he \vas too necc{[ary to you . Every day cures OIlC of reliance 
on others; and we acquire a prodigious fiock of e perien c by the time 
that we {hall ceafe to have occalion for any. W 11! 1 am not clear, uut 
making or folvillg charades 'i as ,.vife as any thillg ,·..,e can do. I ihould 
pardon profeffed philofophers, if they would allow t lat their wdCiom is onl y 
tl ifling, infiead of calling their trifling, wifllom. Ad ieu ! . 

.. ------ -.----
• 

LET T E R CXXXVll. 

Strawberry-hill, June 17, 17ai

. I HA VB very little to tell you fiaee we me but ~ifappointmeIlts, and 

thofe of no great confequenee. 

• On Friday night lady P wrote to me that prj,neefs Lubo~ir1k.i WCl3 

to dine with her the :'ext day, and defired to come m the morlllng t fee 
Stf.awbe~ ry.-Well, my c file put on its robes, breakfafi was prep red , and 
I {hoved another c0mpany out of the houfe, who had a ticket for feeing it . 
The fUll {hone, my hay was cocked, We looked divinely-and at half an 
hour after two ' nobody came but a fervant from lady P , to L1Y ) ~c: r 

V V I i Poldh 
OL. • 

• 
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Poliih altitude had fent her word ihe had another engagement in town 
that would keep her too late :-fo lady P ' s dinner was addled; and 
we had nothing to do, but, like good chrifiians, if we chofe it, to compel 
every body on the road, whether they chofe it or not, to come in and ea t 
our foup and bi.icuits. Methinks this liberum veto was rather impertinent, 
ar d 1 begin to think that the partition of Poland was very right. 

Your br'other has fent me a card for a ball OIl Monday, but I have excufed 
myfclf. I have not yet compaffed the whole circuit of my own garden , and 
1 have had an inflammation in one of my eyes, and don't think I l,)ok a 
well as my houfe and my verdure; and had ~ather fee my hay-cocks, than 
the duchdi; of Polignac a.nd madame Lubomirfki. The way to keep him c

had th c- way to get me, and I could crawl to it, becaufe I had an ir.cJina
tion; but I have a great command of myfelf when I have no mind to do; 
any thing. Lady Confrant was worth all hundred acs and irftisL 

Let me bear of you when you have nothing elfe to do; though I fuppofe 
you have as little to tell as you fee I had. 

4 

LET T E R CXXXVIII. 

Derkeley-{quare, NOT. 11, 1787, 

FROM violent contrary winds " and by your letter going to Strawberry
hill, whence) was come, I have but jufi recc;i ed it/' and perhap6 {hall only 
be able to anfw r it by fnatches, being up to the C1hin in.nephews and nieces. 
,.. '* * . 

I find you knew n<2thin9 of the pacilication when you wrote. When I 
faw your letter, I hoped It would tell me you was coming back, as you r 
ifland is as fafe as if it wa'S fituated in the Pacific Ocean, or at leaft as iflands 
there ufed to be, till fir J ofeph Banks chofe to flut them up. I rent you the 
good news on he very day before you wrote, though I imagined you would 
1 am it ~y earlier intelligence. W ell, I enjoy both your fafety and your 
great fuccefs, which is enhanced \:;>y its being owing to your character and 

3 

J The fi rit comedy reprefented at the theatre in Richmond-houfe. 
~ Mr. Conway was now in Jerfel' 

abilities. 
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.abilities. I hope the latter will be allowed to operate by thofe who have 
not quite fo much of ei ther. 

I !hall be won.derful glad to fee litt le mafier Ston.ehcng I at Park-place: it 
will look in charaeter there; but your own bridg is fo fiupendous in om
parifOli, tlJat hereafter the latter will be thought to have be n a work of the 
Romans. Dr. Stukeley will bUffi his cerements to offer min oe in your 
temple- and M;tfon, on the contrary, ill die of vexation and (pite that he 
cannut have CaraClacus aCt d on the 1pot-Peace to all fu 11"!-

--- but "ere there one whofe fir s 
True Genius kin Jes, and fair Fame iuipires, 

he would immortalize you, for all y u have b en carryilwon in T rfey and • ::>.. , 
for 11 you !hall carry off. Inigo Jones, or Charlton, or 1l)mebody, I ft rget 
who, called Stonehenge chorea gigantum-this will be the chorea of the 
pigmies-and as I forget toowhat is Latin for Lilliputians, t will make a bad 
PUll, and f.'ly, 

--- portantur· avari 
P igma/ionis op s---

Pygmalion is as w ell-founding a name for fuch a monarch as Oberon.
Pray do not difappoint me, but tranfport the cathedrals of your Wand to 
your domain on our continent. I figure unborn antiquaries making pilgr im
ages tn vifit your br!dge, your daughter'S bridge', and the druidic temple; 
and if I were not too old to bave any imagination Jeft, I wou d add a fcqueL 
to Mi Li 4. Adieu! 

I Mr. Walpole thus calls the fmall druidic Et redira C~WAY) :n:x tiede! a venir, 
temple difcovered in Jerfey, which the nates of ~'en vertu du refpet\: dn a cc: r,.,uvellir, 
that ifland had prefented to their governor ge- Elle te fit ce don ~qui8 a ta vaillance 
neral Conw .. y to be tranlportect to and ereCl:ed Comme un June tribut de fa reconnoilfance. 
2t Park-place, with the following illfcription : E 

Pour des fiecles c-.. cile aux regards des mo'ttels, 
• Cet ancien monument, v's pierres, ces autels, 

OU Ie fang des humains off rt en facrifice 
Ruiffel'o1 pour des dieux qu'enfanta Ie caprice; 
Ce monument (llns prjx par fon antiquite 
Temoignera pou noul a la ponerite, 

. ~e dans tous 'e~ dangers Cefaree elit un pere 
,Attentif ct vail1an~, genereux et prefpere, 

, The druidic temple. 

S The key nones of the centre arch of the 
bridge at Henler are ornamented wah heads of 
he Thames and His, defigned by'he hon. Mrs. 

D arner, and executed by her in Portland none. E. 

4 One: of the Hieroglyphic Tales, containing 
a defcription of Park .place. 

Ii 2 LETTER 

.. 
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LET T E R CXXXIX. 

Strawberry-hill, Wednefday night. 

I WRITE a' few lines only to confirm the truth 0' much of wh.at you 
will read in the papers from Paris. Worfe may already be come; or is ex
pected evety hour. 

co 
Mr. . • and lady called on me before dinner, after the poil: 

was gone out; and he {howed me a letter from D , who [aid two 
couriers arrived yefrerday from the duke of :0orfet and the duchefs of De- . 
von{hire, the latter of whom was leaving Paris directly. Necker had beell 
difmilfed, and was though a be fet out lor Geneva. Breteuil, who was at his 
country-haufe, had been fent for to fucceed him. Paris was in an up ar; 
and, after the couriers had left it, firing of cannon was heard for four hourS! 
together. That mufl have been from the Baflile, as probably the tiers etat 
were not fa provided. It is fuocking to imagine what may have happened 
in [uch a thronge city! < 

One of the couriers was {lopped twice or thrice, as fuppofcd to pafs from 
the king; but redeemed himfelf by pretending to be difpatched by the tiers 
etat. Madame de Calonne told D that the newly encamped troops 
defert by hundreds. 

H ere feem1the egg to be hatched, and imaginatjon runs away with the 
idea. I may fancy I !hall heartof' the king ana queen leaving Verfailles, like 
Charles I.- and then fkips imagination fix-and-forty years lower, and 
figures their fugitive majefiies taking refuge in this country. 

J have befides anoth~r idea. If the Baflile conquers, frill is it impoffible, 
confidering the general [pirit in the country, and the numerous fortified 
places in France, but [orne may be feized -by the diIJidents, and whole pro
vinces be torn frum the crown ?-On the other hand, if the kiner nrevails or, 
what hcayy defpotifm wlll the etats, by their want of temper and mode-
ration, have drawn on their country! They might have obtained many ca
pital points, and removed great oppreffion--No French monarch will ever 
fummon etats again, if this moment has be u thrown away. , 

1 Though 
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Though I have ftocked m felf with fuch :l f( t of ifions for the event 

either way, I do 1I0t pretend to forefee what will happ n. Pen trntion 
argues from reafonable probabilities ; but cha nce ~l1d foIl ar apt to COll

tradi calculation, and hitherto th ey {cern to h ve fu ll fc p for a i n. 
One h ars of no g nins on either fide, nor do (rmptom f. ny appear. 
There will perhaps: {uch t ime '1I1d tempefls bring forth, at leaO: brin o' out, 
great m en. I do not take the duke of Orleall . or l'.1irab u t be built du 
hoi- dont on les fait-no; n r m nfieur Necker, H e ma f be a O'rc3t . ~ 

traitor, if he fnade the confufion defigneJly: -but it i a \ ·ofu l evafiou, i 
the promifed financier {lip into a black olitician . I adore librrty but I 
",.:ould bel10w it as hone11ly c ' I could; and a civil war, befides bcill (~ a game 
of chance, is paying a vcry dear price f, r it. • . 

• 
r us, we are in mofl: danger of a d luge ; though I wonder we {o fr _ 

qucntly complain of long rain . ~ he faying about t. S ithin is • proof 
of bow often they recur; for proverbial fentcnce arc the cI ildrcn ' of 
exper.ien e, n ot of prophecy. (JOOd-llight I-In a few days I {hall f( ntl you 
a beautiful little poem J from the Straw erry pr fs. 

LET T E R XL. 

Strawberry-hill, September S J 1789' 
• 

YOU fpeak fo unperemptorily of your motions, that I mull: direCt to yo~' .:r 
at random: t he moO: robable place:: where to hit you, I think, will be 
G odwood; and I do add rei'! his thit! cr, becau(c I am Jmp:ltient to thank ou 
for 'our tale, which is very pretty and cafy and genteel. It ha l> made me 
make a reAetlion, and that reAe ion made fix tines j- which I fend you, II t 

a s good, but as expreffiug I~y thoughts on you r writing [0 well in vari us 
ways which j 'OU never praCtlfed when y u was much younger.-Here they 

• are: 

" 

The mu[e m ofi wont to fire a youthful heart, 
To gild your {j ttillg fun referv'd he; art; 

~ This was Bonner's GhoQ:. 

• 

• 

To 
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To crown a life in virtuou labours paft, 
Befrow'd her llumbers, and her wit at Jafr; 
And when our frrellgth and eloquence retire, 
Your voice in notes harmoniotlS {hall ex pire. 

The/,u)OIJ was too common a thought to be direCtly fpecified-:lnda perhaps) 
eyea to be 2.11uded to-No matter-iuch a trifle is below criticifm~ 

I am {till he'{e, in no uncertainty, God knows', about pOOl' lady D yfart, of 
whom there are not the fmallefr hop .... ". . he grows eaker every day, and 
does aCtually ftill go ou t for the air, and m:ly.lallg uifh many days, though . 
moO: probably will go off ill a mom ent, as the water rifes. She retains her 

. fenfes perfealy, and as perfeCtly her :unalterable calmnefs and patience, 
though fully fenfible of her fituation.· At your return from ooc1wood, I 
!hall like to come to you, if you are unengaged, and ready to receive me. 
For the beauties of Park-place, I am too well acquainted with them, not, 
like all old perfons about their cotemporaries, to think it pre(erves them 
long after they are faded; and 41.m fa umva/king , that profpeCts are more 
-agreeable to me when framed and glazed, and I look at them through a win~ 
·dow. It is yourfelves I want to vifir , not your verdure. Indeed , except a 
parenthefis of fcarce all AuguO:, there has been no temptation to walk abroad; 
and the tempt~r himfelf would not 'have perfuaded me, if I could, to have 
climbed that long-10ft mountain whence he could {how one even the anti
podes. It rained inceffantly all Ju ne and all July; and.now again we have 
orrents every ,day. 

J 's brother, the chcy Ii r, is arri ved from Paris, and does not di-
mini{h the horrors one hear ever j day . They are now in the capital dread
ing the fixteen thou(aJ d def rter ' who hover about them. I conclude, that 
wllen in the charaCter 'of banditti the whole difbanded army have plundered 
and defrro} ed what they can, they w ill congregate into feparatc armies 
under different leaders, who wi ll hang out different principles , and the 
kingdom will be a theatre of civil wars; and, in1tead of liberty, the natioll f 

will get petty t rants-perhar's petty kingdoms :-and , hen millions have 
fuffered, or been facr iticed, the gO\ rnment will be no better than it was
all t)wing to the int mperance ·of the ' tat, who might have obtained a good 
confiitution, or at 1 ail .ouc much m eliorateo if they had fet out with dif-' 

" . 
aetion 
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cretion. and mode~ation. They ha e 1 ft t 0 a fa leffi n to & {i ti prill e', 
who wl~l quote thl precedent of frantic tats aO'ainft ffi mbling an, m re, 
and agam11 all the examples of [( nate.! and parliaments that h ve prefer ed 
utional freedom. 

Let me know. w'H:n it will b COlnael i at to YOU to receive m. Adieu! 
• .I 

• • 
LET T E R XLI .. 

• Slrawbcrry;hill, Wednefday ni In, July J 790 

IT is certainly not from having any tl in to tell you , that I reply 10 10011, 
but as the moft agreeable thing I caf4 do in my confinement. Til gout came 
into my he 1 the night before lafi, perhaJ s from th deluge and damp. 1 in
creafed it ycfterday by limping about the h ufe \ i h party 1 h d to bre k
faa. To-day I am lyillg 11 the fettee, unable to walk al ne, or even to pu t 
on a flipper. However, as I am much ~a{ier this e ening, I truft it will 
go off. 

I Jo not love difputes, and fhall110t argue with you about Bruce; but if 
you like him, you {hall not choofe an author for me. It is the molt ab{urd, 
obfcure, and tirefome book I know. I {hall admire if you have a lear c n
ccption about moil: of the perfolUi and matters in hi work-but, in fa • I do 
not belie e you have. Pray, can you difiinguilh between his cock and Izm 
H eghes, and between all Ya ~ufes and O~oros ?-and do yoti firmly belie e 
that an old man and hi fon were fent for rvl put to dea h, becaufe the king 
had run into a thorn-bufh, and was forced to leave h's lothes behind him? 
Is it your faith, that one of their Abyffinian majcfiies pleadtd not being able 
to contribute towards fending for a new Abuna, becClJlfe he had fpellt ~ll hi 
money at Venice in looking-gla!Tes? And do you really think that Petei 
Paez was a Jack- f-al1-trades, and built paldc ; a d Ollvent without affifl:. 
anee, and furniilied them with his own hands? You, w.ho are a little apt to 

• eonteft moft aifenions, muft have ftrangely let out your credulity ! I ould 
put forty quefiions to you as wonderful, an ,for my part, c uld as.foon credit 

.' 
••• *' 

I am tired pf railing at French barbarity and folly. They are more puerile 
now 

l 

• 
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now ferious, than when in the long paroxyfm of gay levity. Legifiators, a 
fenate, to negleCt laws, in order to annihilate coats of.arms and liveries! to 
pull down a king, and [r~ t up an emperor! They are hafrening to efiabli 
the tribunal of the pr~to rian guards ; for the fovereignty, it feems, is not tei) 
be hereditary. One vi.cw of their fete of the 14th I fuppofe is to draw money 
to Paris-and the confequence will be, that the deputies will retu,rn to ~e 
provinces d.runk with independence and felf-importance, and will commit 
iifty times more exce{fes, ma£facres, and devaftations, than laft year. Geo cre 

Selwyn f.1YS, tl1at monjieur, the king's brot~cI:, is ' the only man of rctn.k frow 
whom they cannot take a title. 

I . 

How fran tidy have the 'F rench aCted, and how rationally .the Ameri. 
cans !- But Franklin and Walhington >vere great men. ~one 'have ap
peared yet in France; and Necker has only returned to make a wretched 
figure! He is become as infignificant as his king; his name is never me -
tioned, but now and then as difapproving fomething that is done. Why then 
does he ftay? Does he wait to fb·ike {orne great firoke, when every thing 
is demolifhed? His glary, which ,.;onfifted in being minifler thoug11 a pro
tcftant, is vaniihed by the de1l:ruCtion of popery j the honour of which, I fup .. 
poie, he will fcarce alfumc to himfelf. 

I have venteo rny'budget, and now good night! I feel almofr as if I could 
walk up to bed. 

-----======= 

L :& T T E R CXLlI. 

Strawberry·hill, Auguft 9, at night. 

MR. N-- h . offf;red ~o ·be pofiman to you; whereof, though I have 
nothing, or as li ttle as nothing, to fay, I thought as how it would look 
kinder to fend nothing ill writing than by word of mouth. 

« . 
Nothing the fira. So the peace is made, and the flocks drank its health 

in a bump r; but when they waked the next morning, they found they had 
reckoned without their hoft, and that their majefiies the king of big Britain 
and the king of little Spain have agreed to make peace fome time or other, if . 
they can agree upon it; and fo the ftocks drew in their horns: but having 

great 
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r~at tru~ in fome time or other, they only fell two pegs 10 er. I, wh 

never beheyed .there. o~ld be war, keep my prophetic ft ck up t par, and mr confol-abon frill hIgher; for. when panilh pride truckles • nd Englilh 
nde has had th~ honour of bullymg, I are to f: y . 01 11 be cont I t with 

the ofienfible triumph, as Spain will be with f< me ecret. rtide th twill 
leave her .much where lhe was before.-Vide F lkl nd' ill nd. 

Nothing the fecond. Mifs -'s match with lord -. Y u ~(fert d 
i t fo peremptor.i.ly, that, th<IUgh I doubted it, I quoted you. I it tits 
t·ife folely in poor old -'s dhtage, that frill harps all conjunCl-j n c
pulative-b_ut now difavows. it. a they fay, on a remonfirance from h r 
daughter. 

Nothing the third. Nothing wii come of nothing, fays king Lear, and 

Your humble fi rvant 

HOR. WALPOLE. 

LET T E R CXLIII. 

Strawberry-hill, ptember '1.1, '791. 

YOUR letter was mo!l: welcome as yours always are, and I anfwer it 
immediatel , though our pon. COUles tn fQ late that thi will not go away 
till to-morrow.-Nay, I write, though I iliilll fee you on Sunday, and 
have not a tittle to tell you. I lead fo infipid J1 lifi, that though I am 
content with it, it can furnifh me with nothing but repetitions. I fcarce 
ever flir from home in a morning, and mofi c; nil'lg go and play at Joto 
with the French at Richmond, where I am heartily tired of hearing of 
nothing but heir abfurd countrymen, abfurd b th dem crates and ariao-

• crates. Calollne {e11ds them grofs lies, that raiCe thdr hope to the !kie : 
and in two days they hear of nothlng but new horrors and difapp int
ments; and then, poor fouls! they are in defpair. I can fay ·nothing t 
comfort them, but what I firmly believe, which is, tha~ total anarc.hy m~l1 

ome on rapidly.- obody pays the taxes that are laid, and whlch, 111-

tended to produce eighty millions a month, do not bring ill fix. Tbe new 
VOL. V. K k a{fembl}~ 

• 
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<lffembly will fall 011 the old, probably plunder the richeft, and certainly 
difapprove of much they have done; for can eight hundred new igno
rants approve of what has been done by twelve hundr d almoft a 
ignorant, and who were far from half agreeing ?-And then their immortal 
conftitution (which, befid s, is to be mightily mended nine years hence) will 
die before it has cut any of its teeth but its grinders. The exil,es are en
raged at their poor king for faving his own life by a forced acceptance;
atnd yet I know no obligation he has to his nobleffe, who ~ll ran away to 
{ave their owrt live ; not a gentleman, bUtt the 'two poor gendarmes at Ver
failles, ha ing loft their lives in his defence. I fuppofe La Fayette, Bar
nave, the Lameths, &c. will run away too, Wi en the new tinkers and cob-
1 rs, of whom the prefent elect are and will be compofed, proceed on the 
levelling fyfiem taught them by their p~edeceffors, who, like other levellers, 
have taken good care of themfelves. ( Good Dr. Priefiley"s fi' ~end, good 
monfieur Condarcet, has got a place ill the treafury of 1000/. a year :-ex 
\HlO difce omnes !-And thus a fet of rafcals~ who might, with temper and 
diicretion., have obtained a very whol fome confiitution, witnefs Poland! 
have committed infinite mifchief, infinite cruelty, infinite injuftice, and 
left a fhocking precedent agaillfTliberty, ulliefs the Poles are as- 'much ad. 
mired aod imitated as the Frelch ought to be detefted. 

I do not believe the emperor will flir-yet. He, or his minifters, mull: 
fee that it is the interefi of Germany to let France defiroy itfelf. His in
terference yet might unite and confolidate-at leaft sheck farther confu 
fioll :-an.d th~)Ugh 1 rather. think that twenty, thoufand men might march 
from one end of France to th~ other 1 as, though the officers often rallied, 
French foldiers Uftver were flout; yet havin~ no officers, no difcipline, 
no [ubordination, little .fefifiance might e expeCted. Yet the enthu
nafm that has beoo ifread might turn into courage. Still it were better 
or Crefar to wait. ~arrels amongft them[elves will diffipate enthufiafin ; 

and if they have no foreign enemy, they will [oon have fpirit enough to 
turn their fwords agaiIli"r one another, and what ellthufiafm remains will 
{oon be converted into the il1vetc;.racy of faCtion. This is fpeculation, not . 
prophecy ~-l do not pretend to guefs what will happen :-1 do think I 
know whch ill not: I mean, the fyftem of experiments that they call a 
conftitution, cannot laft. Marvellous indeed would i.t be, if a fet of mili. 
tary lwblo lads, pedantic acad micians, curates. of villages,_ and country 
ndvocates, could ill two years, amidil: the utmofl: confufion a.nd altercatiOl'l 

amon~ft 
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amongfr themfelves, dia ted to or thwarted by obfrin to ebbs of vad u 
faCtions, ha e aehi ed wha the wifdom of all e nd 11 n ti t\ ha 
never been able to compofc -a fyfrem of gOY rnrnent that would fc t ~ ur
~lld-twenty millions of people fe e, an contain them \l ithin any b un ! 
This too without one great m n amongfr them. If the had qad, a 1irah au 
{eemed to promife to be-but as wo know that he wa to -a c nfu mate 
villain, there would fc on have be n an en of th it' ifi 11 of Ii ty. Aud 
fo there will be frill, unlefs, after a ei il war, they fplit into r all 11 g
<loms or commonwealths . ....:!A little nation may be fr e; for ° can b upon 
its guard. Millions cannot he fo 0; ecaufe, the great r the nu mber of mell 
that are one people, the mort; vices, the more abufe there are th t wm 
either req ui re or furnifh pretexts for refir in s ; nd if vi es are the 10th r 
of laws, the execution of laws is the father of poweor :-and of uch areats , 
one knows the progeny. • 

-
I did not tl:tink of writing fuch a rhapfody when I b gall-it th ws how 

idle I am- I hope you will be fo when you recei e it. Adi u! I h ve tired 
my hand, 

Yours ever, 
HOR. WALPOLE. 

P. S. The king of the French has written to the king of i rance and 
Great Britain , to notify his acceffion to the t11.ron of ontaillebleau, where 
he is determined to reign as long as he is permitted, and obey all the laws 
that have been made to dethrone him. 

• • 
N. B. The cardinal de Lom'ellie, whom't ,y call the cardinal a; I'Igna. 

minic- with much reafon~ is the 0111y gentleman Ie d for the new chaos, 
and he has declined. 

• 
J-

LET T E R CXLIV. 

Strawberry-hill, Aug it 3r, 1792. 

OUR long etter and my fhort one cro[ed one another up 11 the 
9ad. I knew I was hl your debt: aut I had nothing to fay but what 

· K k z you 

.. 



, 

" 

LET'rERS FltOM THE HON. HORACE WALPOLE . 
you know better than I; . for you read -all the French papers, and I read 
none, as they have long put me out of all patience: and befides, I hear fo 
much of their horrific proceedings, that they quite difturb me, and have 
given me what I call the,. French difeafe; that is, a barbarity thttt I abhor. 
for I cannot h lp wifhing deftruction to thoufands of human creatures 
whom I never faw.-But when men have worked themfelveo- up mto 
tiger~ and· hyrenas, and labour to com,municate thei appetite for blood, 
what lignifies whether they walk on two legsc or four, or whether they 
dwell in cities; or in forefts and dens?-rNay, the latter" are the more 
harmlefs wild beafts; for they only cran h a poor traveller now and then. 
and when they are famiih~d with hunger :-the others, though they have 
dined, cut the throats of fame hundreds of poor Swifs for an afternoon's 
luncheon. Oh! the execrable nation! 

• 
I cannot tell you any new particulars, for mefdames de Cambis and 

~'Hennin, my c}:lief informers, are gone to Goodwood to the poor ducheIfe 
de Biron, of whofe r roverY ,1 am impatient to hear-and fo I am of the 
caufe of her very precipi~ate fligh~, and panic. She mui!, I think, have had 
{hong motive j for two years ago r feared fhe wa.s much too' courageous, 
and difplayed her intrepidity too publicly. If I did not always condemn 
tl:!e calling bad people mad people, I fhould fay all Paris is gOlle dif.. 
tracted: they furnifh provocation to every fpecies of retaliation, by pub .. 
1iihing rewards for aIfaffination of kings and generals, and cannot refl: 
without incenling all Europe againft them. 

" The u<:hefs of York gave a- great entertainment at Oatlands on her 
duke's birth-day, fent to his trad (men i 1 town. to come to it, and al. 
lowed two guineas apiece to each for their carriage-gave them a dance, 
and opened the ball herfelf with the priuce of Wales. A company of 
ftrollers came to W eybridg~ to act in a barn: 1he was {olicited to go to 
it, and did out of charity, and carried ,all her {ervants. Next day a metho
dift teacher came to preach a charity fermon in the fame theatre, and fhe 
confented to hear it on the fame motive-but her fervants delired to be I 

~ \ 

excufed, o~ not underftanding Englif!t.-" Oh !" faid the duchcfs, "but you 
went to the comedy, which you underftood lefs, and you 1hall 0'0 to the 
fermoll j" to which !he gave handfomely, and for them. ] like this. 

Tack 
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TO THE ION. HENRY S OURC 

Tack this to my other fragt,nent, and then, I trufi, liliaU not n de-
faulter in corr fpondence. I own I am ecom au in ture: 
-but is that ftrange? With feventy-fi e e r er my h ad, or n the 
point of bei g fo; with a chalk-fione in eery finger; with ft t {; lim _ 
ing, tha I ha eben but twice thi whol fum mer r 'UM y \ I fm 11 
garden, and fo mu h weaker than I wa, can 1 be ry c mti rt bIe, but 
when fitting quiet and doing nothing? All my fir ngth ol\fifis jn my 
fleep, which is as igorous as at twenty:-but with r g rd to 1 tt r-\ rit-
ing, I have fo' many to w;it O.Q bufinefs which I do 11 t ul'derftnn fillce 
the unfortunate death f my nephew, that, though 1 make them bri f 
as poffible, half-a-dozen fh rt ones tir me as much as a 1 ng n t an 
old friend; aud as the bufy ones muit be ecuted I trefpnfs OJ the ther J ' 

and remit them to another day .• Norfolk has come v ry r.oul.a-propo 
into the end of my life, and certainly nev r entered into my ie sand 
plans; and I, who c uld never learn the multiplicati n t bk, wa not 
intended to tranfacl1eafes, direCt: rep~irs of farm-houfc s fettle fines fo 
church lands, negotiate for lowering il tef it on mort ges. c. In (hOft, 
as I was told formerly, though I kl ow v ral thing, '1 never III rfrood. 
any thing ufeful. A-prop s, the Ie ter of which Jady C told you i. 
not at all worth your feeing. It was an angry ne t parfi n who pprelfes 
my t~nallts, and will go to law with them about tythes. he came in a I 
was writing it ; and as I took up the charaCter 0 p. rfon my If and preach
ed to him as paltor of a flock, which it did 11 t b orne him to 1 ad into th 
paths of law, jna~ad of thofe of p a , I thought it woul divert,. nd 
thowed it to her. 

Adie-u! J have been writing to you till -midI ight, and my poor finger 
ache. 

Yours v~r, 

'I • 

LET T E R CXLV. 
• 

StrawberrJ~hill, June 13, 1793-

.. 1 THA ~ you rouco for all your informatiol1--'fome parts ma~e ~e 
{mile :-y.et, jf what you heard of proves true, I rather thmk It 

deplorable ! 

'. 
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d plorable! How can love of money, or the frill vainer of all vanities, 
ambition of wearing a hioh but moft il1Ggnificant office, which even poor 
lord could execute, lempt a very old mall, who loves his ea£; a~ld 
his own way, to floop to wait like a footman behind a chair, for hours, 
and in a court wl Cllce he had been call: igllominioufly? I believe I have 
more pride than moft men al ive: I could be flattered by honours" acquired 
b merit, Of" by fome fingular aCtion of eclat-but for titles, ribbands, 
offices OInO bufinefs, whi h any body can .611, and mufi: be given to many, 
I ihould jull: as' {oon be proud of being th; tope '{quire in Ga country viI .. 
!age. It is only orfe to ha,~e waded to £lifiinCtwn through dirt, like 
lord .. 

Ali this ihiftiug of fcenes may, as you fay, be food to the Fronde- Sed 
« defendit numerus. It is perfeCtly ridiculous to ufe any diftinCtiol1 of par

ties but the ins and the outs. Many years ago I thought that the w "fell: 
appellations for contending faCtions eve1'" affumed, were thofe in the Roman 

mpire., who called them elves the gruns and the Mites: it was fo eafy, 
when they changed fides, to ilide from ne colour to the 0 her-and then 
a blue might plead that he had never been true blue, but always a grecllifo 
f,/uc; and ice vedA. 

I allow that .tl e fieadiefr party man may be fiaggered by novel and un,. 
f.orefecn cirCtlmftances, - The outrageous proceedings of the Fren~h repub
licans have wounded the caufe of liber'ty, and will, I fear, have fhaken it 
for centnries; {for Condorcet and fuch fiends are worre than the impe
rial and royal dividers of Polapd.- But I do not tee ,why detefl:ation of 
anarchy and affaffination mui! immediat ly make one fall 111 love with 
garters and fcals. 

I am fitting by the nre, fiS I have done ever fince I came hither; and 
iince I do not exp Ct warm weather in June, 1 am wifhing for rain, or I 
1hall no ha e a mouthful of hay, nor a llofeful of rofes.-Indeed, as I ha e 
fecn feveral fields of ha cut, I wonder it has not brought rain, as ufual. 
My creed is, that rain is good for hay, as 1 conclude every climate and its 
produCtions: are fuited to each other. Providence did not trouble itfelf 
~bout its being more expenll e t~ us to make our hay over and over; it 
.enly took care it ilio Id not want water enough. Adieu! 

LETTER 
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LET T E R eX!. VI. 

Strawberr .hilI, Wednefd ). nigl1t, hte, July 17,1793. 
, 

rAM j\lfi come from dining with th bi{hop of London < t lllh m \ here 
I found lord and lad F. C. who tol me of the al. rm you h. d fj m h arino 
fome {creams that y u thouO'ht lady .'s, an the diforder br ught up n.' u 
by flying to 111ft her, I do not vt all w n er at y ur pn i : and r j j c it 
was not fot~l1ded, an.d that you rec ered fo foon. I am not b iug to preach 
again!! your atl:ing fo natura ly :--but a you ha e fc me c mpl iut on ur 
brea!!, I mufi hope you will rememb r thi accid' nt, and up< n UI' gu I'd 
agaillft both fudden and rapid exerti.ons, when u have not ~ tant 11 unt 
call. I con-'lude the exceffive heat have had for t\ elve Onl I e days. • 
contributed to ,0 erpower you. 

It is much cooler to-day, y t fiill delicious; for be it known to y ~1 that 
I have enjoyed weather worthy f Aftica, and ' t withont i~va Uowing 
mouthfuls of mufketos, nor expe ing to hear hy' llas ho 1 in th iUage, 
nor to .find fcorpions in my bed. Indeed, all the wa . I came hom, (:ould 
but gaze at the felicity of my countrymen. The road wa ne firing of 
fiage-coaches loaded within and without with J ify j lly Ii lks, al d cl aifc s 
and gig that had been p1 afuring in clouds of duft; eery door and eery 
window of eery ho;ufe was open, lights in ev ry {hop, every d r with wo .. 
men fi tting in the frreeE, ev .ry . nn crowded with j ded hor es, and r'l 
ale-houfe full of drunken topers; for ot1 .kl ow the nglilh always an
nounce their fenfe of heat or cold by drinking.-W 11 ~ it was imp ffible 
not to ~njoy fuch a fcene of hl1ppillcfs and affluenc in every village, and 
among!! the loweft of the people-and who are told ~y villail1.0US [ribblers 
that tbey are oppreffed and miferable.- ew reet, n w towns. re ri{mg 
every day and every where; the earth . covered ith gardens and cro 
of grain. 

How b' ter to turn from this Elyfium to the Temple at Paris! he fiend 
there have .now torn her fon from the queen! Can one b lieve that they 
are h man beings, who 'midfi all their confufions fit coolly meditating new .- 1 tortul'(. 
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tortures, ue ~ aug lib for that poor, helplefs, miferable woman, after four 
years of unexampled fuffering& J Oh! if Cuch crimes are not made a dread
fulleffDn, this world might becom a theatre' of callibals ! 

I hope the checks in Bretagl1c are tegends coined by mifcreants at Pari • 
hat can one believe? Well, I will go to bed, and try to drearp of peace 

and plent y.; and tho\igh my lawll is bUflIt, and my p as and eallS, aud 
wfes and frrawb nies parched, I will bear it with patience till the ha. vell 
is got in. ailtt Swithiu can ne er hold hi,s water for ~orty tiays, thoug he 
('.an do the contrary. Good-night! 

r Yours ever, 
.. 

o. 

LET T E R eXL VII. 

Berkeley.fq"are, January 10, 1194. 

t CER T AINL Y fympathize with you 011 the reverfed and gloomy pro
fpea of afrairs, too extenfive to detail in a letter; nor indeed do I know 
any thing more thatl I colleel: from newfpapers and public reports; and 
thofe are fo overcharged with falfehoods on all fides, that, if one . waits for 
truth to emerge, one finds new fubjects to draw one's attention before firm 
belief can fettle its truft 011 an. That the mafs and refult are bad, is cer
tain ; and though I have great alacrity in. fearching for c;omforts and grounds 
of new hopes, (I am puzzled as much in feek' ng refources, as in giving pre
fent credit. ' Reafoning is out.oT the queftion: all calculation is baffled : 

. 110thing happens that fenCe or experience (aid was probable. I wait to fee 
what will happen, without a gue(s at what is to be expected. A fiorm, 
when the parliament rpeets, will no doubt be attempted. How the minifters 
are prepared to combat it, I don ' t know-but I hope fitfficiently-if it 
fpreads no farther :-at leaft I think they have no caufe to fear the ne' 
leader who is to make the attack. * • • • • 

I have neither feen Mr. '¥ilfon's book nor his anfwerers. S far from 
reading political pamphlets, 1 hunt for any books, except modern novel, tha 
will not bring France to my mind, or h~t at lea{\: will put it out for 

:t time. 
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time. But every frefh perI( n oue fees, revives the converfati n: and ex~ 
c~pting a long it ceffion of fogs, 110body talks of ny 'thing eIre; nor of 
prIvate ne\\ do I know a tittle. Adieu! 

Your e er, 
o .. 

.. 
-

LET T E R ex LVIII. 
Sua b. July 2, 1795 . 

• 
I IFILL write a word t you, though [carce tit e to write one, to thank 

you for your great killdnefs a ut the foldier, ,vho (11 11 g t a fu fiitute if 
he can. 

• 
As you are,. or have been in town, · your daughter will have t Id you in • 

what a bufile I an, preparing-not to refifi, but to receive an invafion of 
royalties to-morrow-and cannot even efcape them lik admin 1 ruwallis, 
though feerning to make a femblance; for I am to wear a fword, and ha e 
appointed two aides de camp, my nephews, George :md Ho ac~, C . 
If I fall, as ten to one but I do, to be fur e jt will b a fuperb tumble, at the 
feet of a queen and eight daughters of kings; for, befides the fix princeffe , 
I am to have the duchefs of York and the prince[c; of Orange ! Woe is me, 
at 72, aud with fcarce a hand and foot to my back! Adieu! 

Yours, &c. 

A POOR OLD R'EMNA T .. 
• 

,L E T T E It CXLIX. • 
Strawberry-hill, July 7, '795. 

1 Al\f not dt'..ad of fatigue with my royal vifitor, as r expc ed to be, 
theugh I was on my poor lame feet three whole hours. Your daughter, 
~vho kindly afIifred me in doino the h nours, wtll tell you the particular, 
~~d how profperoufly I fuccecded. The queen was uncommohly con

~fcending an':i gracious, and deigned to drink ny health when I prefenttd 
·h~r with the hdl O'lafs, and to than me for all my attentions.-Indeed my 

VOL. V . L I memory 
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memory de vieille cour was but once in default . . As I had been a{fu.red that 
her majefiy would be atten.ded by her chamberlain, yet was not, I had no 
glove ready when I received her at the fiep of her coach: yet {he honoured 
me with her hand to lead her up {tairs; Hor did I recollect my omifiioll 
when 11ed her down again. Still, though glovelefs, I did not fqueeze the 
royal hand, as vice-chamberlain Smith did to queen Mary'. • 

You wtu have {tared, as I did, at the eleCtor of Hanover deferting his 
ally the king ,of Great Britain, and making peace with the. monfrers. But 
Mr. F-, whom I faw t my fifter's on Sunday, laughs at the article in 
the newfpapers, and fays it is not an unkno~n praCtice for fiock-jobbers to 
hire an emiffary at the r rate of five hundred pounds, and difpa ch to 
Franckfort, whence he brings forged attefrations of fome marvellous 
political event, and fpreads it on 'Ch,{nge; which produces fuch a fluCtua
t~on il} the frocks, as amply overpays the expence of his mlfiion. 

This was all I learnt in the fingle night I was. in town. I have not reJde 
the new French confiitution, which feerns longer than probably its reign 
will be. The five fovereigns will: I fu ppofe, be the firfi guillotined. Adieu! 

Yours ever, 

o. 
• It is raid tha~ queen Mary afked lome of her -" Then", {aid the queen. u my vice-cham .. 

. attendant ladies, what a fqueczc of the hand berlain rouft be vio ently in love with me, for 
was fuppofed to intimate ?-They {aid, cc ~ove." he always {queues my hand." 

[Martha} Conway died three days after the date of this -letter.] 



• 

• 

. 
L ·· E T.T E R 

• 

FR.O M 
• • 

THE H O . HORAC E W POLE 

TO 

RI ~ARD BENTLEY, ES~ 

From the Year 1752 t (') th c.; '\ <.:a t j i5 6. 

, 

• 

LI .:. 



/OL)· / ),1) !3i{r-ialYi · -!6m71f;y. 
( 

DM J""lp. r 

/ill·/i.'h.\I,I,,: ml' /,0( ,(lIn."., II,!, .l~7;PS~, ",·,u', I..'J..Ht1b,iu/J/J PtdtY't 1'd'To' "'(lit 1.("''/011. 



E T T E R s 
FR.O M 

TH E HO HORACE W LPO'LE 
• 

TO 

• 
RICHARD BENTL'EY', ES • 

From the Year 1752 to the Year 1756• 

LET T.E R r. 

T (), RIC H A R D BEN T LEY, E S Q, 

Batte1, Wednefday, Augu{\. 5, 1752. 

HERE we are; my dear fir, in. the middle of our pilgrimage; and lell: 
we ihould never·returb rom thi., hqly land of abbe a d Gothic eames, 

I begin a letter to you, that I hope fome ch ritable monk, when be has buried 
our booes, will deliver to YOll. We have had plteo s difirelfes" but t en 
we have feen glorious fights! You thall hear of each in their order • 

• 
Monday, Wind S. E.-at Ieaft that was our c.lireCtion.- hile they wc!"~ 

changing Qur horfes at Bromley, we went to fee the bifhop of och fier' s 
palace; not for the fake of any thing there was to b~ feen, but becaufe there 
was a chimney, in which had frood a flower-pot, in which was put the COUll

terfeit Plot againll: bilhop Sprat. 'Tis a paltry parfonage, with nothing 
antiquity but two panes of giafs, purloined from Iflip's chapel in-' eftmin-

• Only {on of do(}or Bentley, the celebr ted commentator. 
fier-abbey, 

J 

• 
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at the di!l:ance of three miles, up a~d do\ 11 impltaClicable hills, ia a moil: 
retired vale, fuch as · Pope defcribcs in the lail DUllciad, . 

\rVhere {lumber abbots, purple as their vines, - ' 

we f; und the rui'ns of Bayham abbey, which the Barrets and Hardings bid 
us ifit. There are fmall but pretty remains, and a neat little Gothic h ufe 
built nea r fq.em by their nephew Pratt. Th y have found a tomb of an 
abbot, with a clofier, at .length 011 the fione. ~ . 

:H ere our woes increafe. The roads grew bad beyond all ~dnefs the 
night dark beyond all dark1lefs, our guide frightened beyond all frighrful
nefs. However, without being at all killed, we got up, or down~ I forget 
which, it was [0 dark, a famous precip1ce called Silver-hill, and about ten 
at night arrived at a wretched village called Rotherbridge. We had fiilI'iix 
miles hither, but determined to fiop, as it would be a pity to break our 
neck before we had feen all we intended. But, alas! there was only one 
bed to be had: all the reft were inhabited by fmugglers, whom the people 
of the houfe called mountebanks ;: and with one of whom the lady of the 
den told Mr. Chute he might lie. We did not at all take to this' [ociety, 
bm, armed with links and lanthoflls, fet out again upon this impraClicable 
j.ourn?y. At two 0 \~lock in the morning we got hither to a fiill worfe inn, 
and that crammed with excife officers, olle of whom had jufl: fhot a fmuggler. 
However, as we wefe neutral powers, we have paffed [afely through both 
~rmi s hitherto, and <..:an give you a little farther hifiory of our wandering 
through thefe mountains, where the young a-elltlemen are forced to drive 
their curric1e with..a pa~r of ox..tn. The only morfel of good road we have 
found, was what even the natives had affllred us was totally impraCticable; 
thefe were eight miles to Hurfl: Monceaux. It is feated at the end of a 
brge vale, five miles 'in, a direct"Iine 0 the fea, with wings of blue hills 
covered with woo~ one of which falls down to the houfe in a [weep of 
'100 acre. The building 'for the .convenience of water to the mo t Iees 
nothing t all; indeed it is entirely imagined on a plan of de~ nee, with 
araw-bridges aClually in bing, round towers, watch-towers mounted 011 I 

e them, and, battlements pierced for the paffage of arrows from long bows. ( 
It was built,in the time·.of Hen~y VI. and is as perfea as the firft d~. It 
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does l'lot (eern to have been ever quite finin) d, r at 1 aft th, t atl' · wn" no 
ani ed at . the luxury of white-, afh; ~ r almoi1: all the \vall , /:) .' ep in 
th~ ~r!ncipal ~hambel', are in thejr uati e brickhoo I. 1 i a (lulr 
buddmg, each fide about t 'NO htmdl'ed feet in 1 ngth; a 1 or hand 
c1oifier, ery like Etoll-coll g ; and th wh I j much i, th film tuft 
the kitchen ext'rern 1 fo with three aft ('tHUlel t he chimu y, g ing UI~ 
on the in.fid. Th re are t, r three little urt or fiices, b t no In _ 

ni:6 en e of apartments., It is : '~r ly furllifh d with n fe, 1 'C !fur ed 
an . chairs: ne fide ha be faih d, and a drawing.r 01 all djni , g-r om 
and two or three room wainfcoted by the earl of sum" , ,h married, {\ 
ll~tural dm.lgh~er of Charles II. ~heir arm "jth del~gh flll ~arvillg. by 
GIbbons, partIcularly two pheailUlts, hang 0 er ·the cbullne . 0 er the 
great drawing-room chimney is ~he "coat armour f the firfr L u\nr lord 
Dacre, wi h all hi alliances. Mr. C ute was traufport ,:tll all codin. 
with ten tbo\.lf.'md quarterings. he chapel is fmall, and ueall: t e irgin ' 

. a..nd feven long leau' fuints, ill done, remain ill the w indo v • h .re h e 
been four more, but feem t have been remo ed for light; an~'1 . a u. Uy 
fuUlld St. Catherine, and another gentlew man \: ith n church in her hand, 
exiled into the buttery. There remnju two odd cavities,. with vory fmall 
w den fcreens on each fide the! altar, whi h [cern to hn be n 011-

feffiouals. . The outfidc is a mixture of grey brick and ltOll , tho. h~s n 
very venerable appearance. The drawbridges are romdltic to n cl grc.:e- m 
there is a dungeon, that give one a delightful idea of living ill the d y of 
{occage and under fucn godly tetltlre. They ihowed U$ a difmal h~lm er 
which they called D,\ulltmer·s~hall. and luppot; that r. AddjJon' comedy 
is defcended from it. 11'1 th • windows of . the gallery 0 er the cIoia r '~ 
which leads all round to the apartments, i i'be d ,,vice of the Ficuilescs,a 
wolf holding a. ba on wi h a fcroll, Le roy Ie vcut-an ullillcky motto, s I 
fhall tell you prefently, to the laft p~er of that line. . } e 1ri.'lt is w 
thoufanda rear, a d f< compact as to have t u 11!\' ntce~l hou{es tlPOll if', 
vVe walked up a brave old avenue to the ch\.lrch, with {hip 1~lilj!lg I our 
left hand the whole" wa', Before the ~ltar lies lallk brau kllight, hight 

~ Wi1Han~ Fienis, chevalier, who obiit C.C.c,C.v. that i~ in I 05. By the 
Itar is a beautiful tomb aU jn our trefoil talle, varied into a thou!: ld little 
nopies and patterns, and t~o k lights repoCte on their backs~ The{e. 

.. 'Nere Thomas lord Dacre, and his only fOll regor f . who died fans jifue. 
- lfn old grey-headed beadfman of the family talkc to \'lS of a blot in t11e 

V OL. V/. . M m fc\\tch 011 ; 
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fcutcheon; and we had ob!j r cd that the field of the' arms was green 'inftead 
of blue, a~ld the lion, ramping to the right, contrary to order. This and 
the man's imperft;Cl; narrative let us into the circum fiances of theperfonage 
before us; for there is no infcription. He went in a Chevy-chace fryle to 
hunt in a Mr. Pelhan/J' park at Lawto.n : -the keepers opp fed, a fray 
enfued, a man ~as killed. The haughty baron took the death upon him-
elf, as mQfr fecure of pardon: but however, though there wa. n chan

cellor of the exchequCfl" ill the quefiion, he was condemned to be hanged ~ 
L( roy Ie vot,loijl. ( 

t 

Now you are fully mafrer of Hurfr Monceaux, I {hall carry you on to 
Battel-By the 'way, we bring you a thoufand {ketches, that you may {how 
\lS what we have feell. Battel-abbey frands at the end of the town e 'acHy 
as Warwick-cafile does of\Varw~ck; ~ut the houfe of Webfier have taken 

. due care that it fl:ould not refemble it in any hing elfe. A vafi building, 
which they aU the old refe ry, but which I belie e \Va the original chur h, 
is no barn, coach-houfe, &c. The fitllation is noble, abov the level' of 
abbeys: 'what does re~ain of gateways and towers is beautiful, parti 1I

lar1y the flat fide of a cloifier which is now the front of the manGon-houfe. 
A mifs f the family has clothed a fragm nt of a portico with co kle
fueHs! The grounds, and what has been a park, lie in a vile cOllditio!l. In 
the church is the tomb of fir Arl:O~ly Brown mafier f the horf« for life 
to Harry VIII. from whofe defc nd llts the . fiat wa purchafed \ The 
h ad of John ammond, the lafr abbot, is frill perfea in one of the 
windows. Mr. Chute fay~, What charming things we ihould have d 1.1 if 
"Battel-abbey &ad been to b fold, at Mrs. b~lle ix's, a Strawberry was! 

oog-night ! 0 

Tunbridge, Friday. 

WE are 'returned hither, w'here we have fiablifheQ our head quarters. 
On our way, w had an op ortunity of furveying that formidable mountain, 
Silve -hill, which we had floundered down in the dar : it commands a 
whole horizon of the rich fi blue profp a you ever fi w. I take it to be 
the individual {pot to whi h the dlike of N ewcafile carries the fmugglers, 

I At the date of this letter Mr. Pelham Waf 

prime minifter. E. 
S It is faid on the tomb .f the firC\; lord 

Montacute, at Coudray in Suffex, that he built 

the magnificent houfe at & h el, of which ... 
fuppoft' the ruinous apartmeJ\t ~ill rem:lining , 
was part. 

,( 
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and, iho\> ing them Sulfex and Kent fays, 11 thi will I 
will fall down and vodhip m. Indeed ne of 
tempter'· warrant, hangs in chains on tl e 'r 
the life of that, r tched euf1 m-houfe officer v hom 
in munlerinO'. o 

.. 
This mOl"llir g we have been to P nlhur.ll:-bu h! ho !- The 

park fi m to hay ne er .anfw r d its ch raa r: at pr·f 
and infiead of chariffa's cyph . car d on the be 
have xpe to hav found th milk-, man's 

n infcription, purporting the manor 0 have b Cll a on fr m !. w rd 
to fir William ydu. he apartmellts al'e the gr' nd fr. I h· 
any of thefe 01 palaces, but furni e i 1 t dry n odern t. ft . 
are loads of p rtrait j but moft of them ti em hrifiellcd chane 
children at a t llndling-hofpital. Ther i a p rtniit f nguet, th 
friend of fir Philip Sydl1~y; and divers of himfelf nd aU hi gr t kin .. 
dred, particularly his fifier-in-bw with a vaft Iq ,and ch'rilfa, ch tm .. 
illgly handfome. But there are really fi ur ry gr at curi fitlc, I eli v 
as old portraits as · any extant jn En'gland: they ar, itzall /1 nrchbifho 
of Canterbury, Humphry tatford the firll: duke of II kingham, . V nt ... 
worth, and J oha Foxle; all four with th d, te of heir c mmiffi n « • 

ol1ll:ables of Queenborough-cafrle, from whence I fuppofe they w re 
bro ght. The laft i aCtually receiv' ng his invefliture from Edw. rd the 
third, as Wentworth j in the drefi of Richard the t ird's ime. They are 
really not very ill done .r. Th rc are fix more, only h ad ~ and we h. 
found fince we came hqme, that Penfhu; belonged for a time to tha 
duke of Buckingham. There are [orne good tomb~ ill the church, and 
very Vandal one, called fir Stijthm of Penchl'er. Wheh we had fecI 
Penihurft, , e borrowed faddles, and, bell:ri i!lg tI e horfes of our poil
t haife, fet out for I ever to vilit a tomb of fir Thot as Bullen earl of Wi! -
filire, partly with a view' to talk.of it in Anna Bullel 's walk at S ruw
berry-hill. But the meafure of our woes wa not filll; we could 1 ot find 
our way, and were f)rced to return; a d again loil: ourfe ve ill coming 

• 
• In Harri,'e Hiftory of Kent. he gives from fir Edward Hobby, i~ raid to have collcaed all 

hilpot a lift ,'Jf the confta Ie. of ~eenbo- their portraits, of which numb moft probably 

rough caft, p. 3.6; the tall: but one Of. hom, were th (e ten.. f M m 2 from 
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from Pel {burfr, having been direaed to what they called a better road than 
the execrable one we had gOl e. 

Since dinner we have been to lord Wefrmor and's at Mer:eworth, which 
is fo perfea: in.a Palladian tafie, . that 1 muft own it ha. reeo er~d me a 
little from oth ic. It i b tter firuated than 1 had expected frqm the bad 
reputation, it bears, and has fome profpe~ , though It i in a moat, and 
l~iCThtily befpriukled with fmall ponds. The defign, you know, is taken 
from the V ill· del apm by Vicenza, butron a iargcr ~ ale ~ yet, thougl it 
ha coIl: an hundred thoufand pounds, it is frill only a fino ilIa: t1 e finifh
ing of in ~lld outude bas been 'ceedingly e penfi e. A W od that runs 
up a hill behind the houfe is broke like an Albano landfcape with an 
octagon temple and a triumphal arch; put then ther are fome difmal clipt 
hedges, and a pyrflmid, which by a more unnatLlfal copulation is at once a 
grotto and a greenhoufc. Does it n t put you in mind of the propofal for 
your drawing a garden-feat, Chinefe on one fide and Gothic on the other? 
The chimneys, which arc collected to a centre, fpoil the dome of the houfe, 
and the hall j a dar~ well. Th~ gallery is eight -twb feet long, hung 
with green velvet and pictures, among. which is a fine Rembrandt, and a 
pretty a Hire. The ceilings are painted, and there is a fine bed of fil1~ 
and gold tapefl:ry. The attic is good, and the wings extremely pretty, with 
porticos formed on the ftyle of the houfe. The earl has built a new 
church, with a fte pIe which feems defigued for the latitude of Cheapfide, 
and i fo tall, . that the poor church curtfies under it, ~ike Mary Ri h J in, 
it vafi high-crQwH hat: it has a round portic;o like St. Clement's, with 
vafi oric pillars fupporting a thin {belt: The infide is the mofl: abomina
ble pic c of tawdrinefs that ever was feen, fluffed with Rillar painted in 
imitation of verd antique, as all the fides are like Siena marbl : but the 
greatefi abfunlity is a D ric frieze, between th trigl phs of which is the J _ 
ho ah, the 1. H. S. alld the dove. There is a little chapel with Nevil 
tombs, parti ularly of the f1rfi Fane earl of Wefimorland, and of the 
founder of the uld church, and the heart of a knight who wa killed itt the 
wars. On the ane tomb is a pedigree of brafs in relief, and a genealoCTY ( 

• ,of virtu~s to anfwer it. Ther is an ntire window of painted-glaf an; , 
chiefly modern, in the chap 1, and another ov r the high altar. The hof- . 

I Daughter of ,fir Robert Rich, and elder liller of ' lizabetb Rich lady Lytte1ton. E. 

\ pitality 
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pitality of the houfe was truly G thic; for they made our poftillion drunk 
and he overturned u clofe to a water, and the bank did but juft fa e \I S 

from being ill the middle of it. I ray, wheue er you tra el in Kentiih 
roads, take care of keepIng your driver fober. 

• Rochefter, SunQay, 

\VE have finifhed our progr -.G' (ldLy! ¥cfterday, after tw n j mifhaps, 
we got to iffinghudl: t dim er. Th l'e i a park in .. ruin ,and. h u[e ill t 11 

times great r ruins, b\.lil b fir.] hn Baker, bancc.:l1or f the chequcr t 
queen. Mary. You go th r u~h an arch of the fiable to the b ufe, the 
cour,t of which is perfect al d \ r beautiflll. Tbc duk ,of Bed~ d hI: a 
hoWl at Chene_ in BLl kingh mfhire, which !e ms to h~\'e beea v r lik 
it,: but i more ruined. This bas a go d apartment, and a fin gal! ry a lUIl

dred and twenty f; et b eight en, which takes up one fid : the We inu t i 
pretty and entire ; tl e cciliug \' ulted, a.nd painted in a light g nteel gr t fqu . 
The whole is built or (how; for the back f the hou 1 nothing but hth 
and plafier. rom thenc:e we \ eut to Bo oll-Malherbe, wh r ar re
main of a houfc of th W ttons, and their tombs ill the church: but the 
roads were [0 exceedingly b d, that 't' wa dark before we go" thith r 
and ftill darker before we got to t\1aidfione. From thence we paffed this 
morning to eds cafile. Never was fllch di ppointm nt! There are fmall 
remains: the moat is the only handfome objeCt, and i quite a 1ak, up
plied by a cafcade which tumble through a bit of romantic grove. 
The Fairfaxes have fitted up a pert bad apartment in the for: -part f the 
caftle, and have left the on1y. tolera Ie f oms for offices. · They h d a 
gleam of Gothic in their eyes; but it foon alfed ff into [orne tn clem 
windows, and fome that never were al cient. The only thing that at all 
l'ecompenfed the fatigues we have tll'lderg ne, was a pi ure of the duchefi 
of Buckingham, fa Ragotte., who is mentioued in Ora ont-I fay us ; for 
J trufi that Mr. Chute is as true a bigot to Grammont as I am. Adieu! I 
hope you will be ,a$ wary' ith re ding our hiftory, a we ha 0 b cn . 
ravelling it. 

You r ev r, 

lOR. WA' PO E • 
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LET T E R II. 
Wentworth.cafUe, Aligufi:. 

I ALWAYS dedicate my travel to you. My prefent expedition has been 
ery amufing : 'fights ar thick fown in the counties of York and N otting

ham: the former is more hifrori and the great lor live a a pr uder 
difrance : 'in Nottiughumfhire there is a very heptarchy of little killgd ms 
elbowing on anoth f, and the barons of therrrwant .1l0thi g but unall ar
mie to In ke inr ad iuto one another' park, murder de r, and m fia re 
park-keep r .-But to come to particulars : 12hc great road as far as Stam
ford is fuperb: in ,uny other country it would furnifh medals, and immor
.talize afly row(y m narch ill whofe reign: it was executed. t is continued 
much farth r,' b lt is more fumbling. ~I did not itop at Hatfield and Bur
leigh to fee tl c palaces of my great-uncle-minifier , having feea them be
£, reo Bu d n-palace furpriies one prettily in a little illage ; and the re
mains of wark-came, feated plea(antly, beg 11 to open a vein of hifroric 
memory. 1 had only trttnfient and diitant views fIord Tyrconne1's at Bel
ton, and of B 1 oir. The border of fIun,tingdonihire have churches inftead 
of mile .. ftolles- ut the richnef and extent of Yorkfhire qmte charmed me. 
-Oh! what quarries for working in Gothic! This place is one of th very 
few that I really like: the fituation, woods, views, and the improvement 
are perfeCt: in their kinds: nobody has a truer taite than lord Straffi rd. 
The houfe is' pomp us front fcreening an old houfe: it was built by the 
1 il: lord 011 a d fign of the Pru{fmn architeCt: Bott, wh i · mentioned in the 
King's Memoires de Brandenburg, ami is J.; 0 ugly: the one pair of ftai r 
i ntirely llgroffed by gallery of 180 feet, on the plan of that in the Co- ' 
ollnJI.-palace at ome: it has nothing but four modern fr , and fom 

bad portraits, but, on n y propofal, i going to have book at ach end. 
The hall is pretty, bu~ 1 ~; the drawing-room handfome: th Te wants a 

• good e ling-room and itaircafe; but I have formed a d figll for both, and 
I believe they wiJI e executed-That my plans thouJd be obeyed hen 

. yours are not! I thall bring y u a ground plot for a othic buildino-, , hieh 
I have propofc d that you 1hould draw for a little wood, but in the manner 
of an anci nt market-crofs. ·Withou.t door all i pleafirig: ther is a b€au
tiful (artificial) riv~r with a fine femicircular wood overlooking it, and the 
temple of Tivoli .plac d happily on,a rifinq towards the end. There are 
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obelifk , colu 11S, and other buildings, and abo e all, a handfome cafile in 
the true ftyle, 011 a rude mountain, with a court and tow rs: in thcnnle. 
yard, a fratue of1:he late lord who built it. "Vithout th park is a lake Oll 

each fide, buried in noble wood.- ow contraft all this, nd you m y have 
fame idea of lor R ckingham's. Imagine n: moft extenfive .and moft beau- ' 
tiful modem front ere ed before the great lord ,Straffo d' old houfc , • n 
this front almoi~ blocked up , ith hills, and eery thing ununilhe round it, 
nay wid in it. The great apartment, , hich is magnificent is untouch d : 
the chimney-pi ce lie in oxe unopelie. The park 's t'l" erfed by a 
comm~n road b tween two hign I he ges-not from lleceffity - Oh r n ; 
this lord loves nothing ,but ho.fes, and the inclohlres for them take place f 
every ,thing. 1'h bowling. green behind the h ufe c ntain no 1 -fi th 11 

four ob' liCks, and look like a Brobdi nag nille.-pin-all : on a hill ear, ou 
would think you faw- the r rk-butldings water-w rk in it d lut th 
country. Th re are temple in corn~fields; and in the little W od, a ill" 

do v-frame mouuteti 011 a unch of laurel, and intend d for an h rmitacr • o 
I,n the inhabited part of the houfe, the chimn y-pieces are like tomb ; and 
on that in the library i the figllre f tbi, lor's grnndfath r in • night
go:-v n of p'lafter and gold. Amidft 11 this litter and bad tafie, adored the 
fine Vandyck of lord traffi r and his fccretar , a.nd could no he]p rev -
fencing his bed.chambef. With all his fault and arbitrary beha iour one 
muft worlhip his fpirit and eloquence: where one fte m but a fingle roy
alitl, on need not fear being too partial. 'Vh III ifited h' tomb in the 
hurch (which is remarkably ncat and pretty, and enriched with mOllU

ments) I wa pro oked to fil\d a little mural abit)et, with h~ figur thre 
feet high kneeling. Idfiead of frern btl (and his ·bead w uld furnith 
nobler than Bernini's Brutus) one is pee"iih·to fee a plaything that migh 
,have been bought at Chenevix's. There is a tender infcription to the fi -
cond lord Strafford's wife, written by himfelf.-bllt his geniu was. fitter to 
coo 0 er his ife's memor , than to lacrilice to his f1 t er's. 

. ! you have had enough f magnificence; you lhall r {e ill a cl -
fert.-Old Wortley Montague lives 011 the v ry {pot where the dragon of 

antle" did- nly I believe he latter was much better lOdged.- ou never • 
faw fuch a w'etched hovel, leaD, unpainted, and half its nakedtl· fs bar ly 
{haded with harateen ftretch d till it cracks.- ere the mifer hoards heal~h 

and mor' h!s only tWQ Objea~: he has ChroniC~ s in behalf of the ::;.j 
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aod battens on Tokay, his fingle indulgellce, as :he has hear . is particu
larly falutary. But the favagenelS of the fcene wOliJld cha;'m your Alpine 
tafie: jt is tumbled with fragments of mountains, ' that look ready laid for 
building the wor1~. One {cra!llbles over a huge terrafs, on which moun
tain a(hes and various trees fpring out of the very rocks; and at the ~row 
is the den, but not fpacious enough fi r fuch an inmate. However I 
am perfuaded jt furni!hed Pope with this line, fo exactly it anfwers to the 
piCture; r . 

Ou rifted rocks, .the dragon's la&e abodes. 

1 wanted to a1k if Pope had not vifited lad Mary Wortley here duri~lg 
tl eir intimacy-but could pne put that queftion to Avidt'cn himfelf? There 
remains an ancient odd infcription 4ere, which has fuch a whimfical mixtu c 
of devotion and fomanticnefs that I m~n tranfcribe it : 

, 

Preye for the foul of fir Thomas Wortley, knight of the body to the 
kings Edward IV. Richard HI. Henry VII. Heiuy VIII. whofe faults Tod 
pardon. He caured a lodge to .be built 011 this crag in the midfi of Wharn": 
cliff (the old orthography) to hear the harts bell, ill the ear (:ff our ord 
ISIO.-It was a chafe, and what he meant t · 4ear was ,the noife Df th 
fi~. ' 

During my refidellce here J have mad two little excurfions j and I alTure 
you it requires refc lution: the roads are inC! fferable: they mend them-I 
1hould call it fpoil thcnl - ' ith large pi ces of it ne. At Pomfret I [aw the 
remains of th~t memorable came" wh rc ~i 1'5, Naughan, and Grey lay 
{horter by die head ;!' and on hlch ray fays, . 

; And thou, proud boy, from Pomfret's wall , thalt fend 
. A groan, al~q envy .oft tl}y happy grandfite's end! 

( . 

The ruil~s re aniihil)g, ,but well iituated; there is a large demoljib~d 
church, and a prett., market-houfe. We croffi d' a Gothic bridge 0 ight 
arches .at Ferrybridge where there i a pr tty Vlew~ and went to a large ( 
old houfe u of lord Hun tingdon's at Le~W: ne, which has nothing remark
able but a lofty t~rrace, a whole-length portrait of his grandfather in 
npe!hy, and tbe ha ing belOl}ged to the great lord Sti'afFord. We fa V\ 
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that monument of part of poor fir John -'s e travag nee, hi houfc 
and garden, which he left orders to make withoul. once looking a eithe 
plan. The houfe is a baftard Gothio, but of not near the extent I h 
heat"d. We ,lay at Leeds, a dingey large town; nd tbrouoh ry b d bIn. k 
roads, for the whole country is a colliery, or a quarry, \ e went to . irk
fiall-abbey, where are vaft Sa on ruin, in mail: lure q e fit\: i II n 
the tJan a river that faUs in. a cfi ade am ng rich m do\ hill d 
woods: it belongs to lord Cardigan': his father pull down n 1 rg houfc 
llcre, left it ihould interfi r with th fami'ly feat, an. \ e r turn d 
through' Wakefield, whete i a pr ty Gothic chapel Oll a bric.lge, er ed by 
Edward V. ill memory of hi father, who Ii at San al· ! juft by, 
.and perifued in th battle her ~ .There i arce ap thil goth c Ie e • .., 
tant, but it commanded a rich profp Ct. 

By permiffion from their graces of orfi lk, who at' at 111nbri .O'e, lord 
Strafford carried us t,o Workfop, where we p ffi d t 0 days. he I :lui( i 
huge, and one of the magnific nt works of old efl of ' rdwic , who 
guarded the queen' of Scots here for fame time in " r t h d !itt! b d ... 
chamber within her own lofty an ! th re i a tol~rable little piCtur 0 

tIary's needle-work. The great apartment is vaft and tria, ti.e whole 
lean.ly furniilied: the great gallery, f a ove two hundred feet, at th top 
ot the houfe, is divided into a library, and iuto nothing. he chapel is 
decent. Th re is no profped-, and the barren face f the c untry i richly 
furr~d with evergreen plantations, \11lder the direetioll f the e lor 
Petr. 

• • 
On our way we fa Kiveton, ~n ugly negfc( d 1< t of the duk of Le d , 

with nobl<: .apartments aJld feveral good portraits-Oh ! portrait !-I we 
to Welbeck-r is i poffible to defcribe the bale of C~v(!'tl ilhe , Harley • 
Holleses, Veres, and Ogles: every chamber is taf fu.' d ~~ the~; 11 y, 
and with tell houfand oth r fat morfels; all their lufton 111 CrIb d; 11 
their arms, crefis, devices, fculptured on chimneys of variou :El1g1iJh mlV''' 

bies in ancient forms (and, to fay truth, moft of them ugly). Then fl1ch 
Gothic hall, with endent fret-work i imitation of the old, and with 

chimne -piece e tremely like mine in the Iib.rary! fllCh wat r-c au 
pictutes 1 fuch hifioric fragments! In ihott, fuch and fo m\\ch of v.r'} 
t . g 1 ~e, t~ my party tho\lght they lhould never get me away agam. 
VOL~ V N n There 

• 
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There is Prior's portrait, and the cqh1lnn and VareHl:'s flower on \ hich he 
wrot ; and the author fs duehers of Newcaftle in a th atrie habit, which 
{he generally wore, and, confequel' ly, looking as mad as the prefent 
.duehefs ; and dukes of the fame name, looking as fooli(h as the prefent 
duke; and lady Mary Wort] y, drawn as an authorefs, with fa her better 
pr tenhot\o ; and r~hinet!:i aUlI glaffcs waiuCc oted with th reendale oak, 
which was fo large, that an old iteward wifely cut a w< ~ to. rO\1gn it to make 

t 

a triumphal paffitge for his 1 rd and lady 011 their wedding, ami only killed 
it !-But it is' mpoffible to tell y \1 half what t 'C is. The or woman, ' 0 

i jui1: dead', affi Cl her whole wid who(Jd, except in doipg ten thouf.111d 
right and j it things, in colleCting and mOllu,menting the portrait and re
liques of a1l th great families from which {he d fc nded, and whi h cen
tr d in h r. The duke and duchefs of PortI nd are e peered there t -
morrow, and w f:, dozens f cabil/ets a11d c ffers with the 'feals not . et . 
taken off. What tr afures to revel over! The horfeman du e's manege 
i conver ed into a lofty frable, and there i frill a grove r two of magni .. 
ficent oa that ha e eicap.ed all thcfc gr at families, hough the laft lord 

xford cut down bove an hundr d th ufitnd pounds :vorth. The place has 
little pretty, difiinCt fr m all thefe re\ erend circmnftances. 

LET T E R III. 
Arlin'gton-!hcct, September 1753'. 

MY DEAR SIR, 

I AM going to {i n<1 ou another olume my tl'avel ; I don't know 
whether 1 iliall not, at 1aft, it a n w yamdm'& Brita1Jnia; but 1 ft you 

. fhould be afraid of m itiner~r, J will at 1 aft promife you that it {hall 
not be quite fo dr as I oft furve s, which contain nothing but lifts of im
proprjati os and gleb 5, and carucat s, and trant( ript out · of Domefda , 
and tell one nothing that is entertaining, d icrib n houfes nor parks, 
m ntiotl no urio\'1 pi utes, ut are fully fatisfi d i they inform ·ou, that 
they believe that fome namelef! Id tomb belonged to a knight-t mpbr, or 

ne of th rl1fado, becaufe h lies crofs-lcgged. Another promife ill 
make yO\'l is, that my love ~bbeys {hall n t make me hate the Reformation 
till that (makes me grow a Jao bite like the refl: of my antiquarian prede
ceffors; of whom Dart in p rti uln ,rote bil1ingfgate againfl: Crom ell 

I Lady Oxford, widow of the feoond earl of Oxford, and mother to the duchcfs of Portlan'd. 
. and 
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and the regicide ; and fir Robert Atkins on ludes hjs [ummar of the 
Stuarts with faying, that it is no reajo1J, bt'C . ufi' they h c brm /0, tn , this 
family jhoflld ah aJ! C01l~i111,e u'iforl1tnal . 

I have made my vifit at Hagle - a 1 int .lld . 
Park-placr., f Ia a. 0 'ford. As 1 wa uit 
nn thing; b It a D on a it wa d rk I utur 
I a~ ~val1derin along th l.; 11 0 ,and g \" m a lUl"l (;r , 11 r 1 

othic D ne, ~vhich ,,,as n t 1 ffc n d the I onkiih pp ' r' n e f h 
'old fcUm s ftea i1 g t th ir 1 afure . irrningham j larg n warm ' 
with people and trad , but d,d n t anfwer 1 'P ctation [r m < n ' beaut 
in it: e new as it i ,I rceiv d ho\ far 1 \ u· got b 1 fr m the 1 on on 
hegira; for ev ry ale-houfe is here lvrittcn 11m -hOttfi, a name one hu. u 
heard of fin e the riots in the late ktng' time. • 

As 1 got into Worcefierihire, I opened upon a hU1dfcap [ 
, hich I prefer en to nt, which I ha r oued th ft 
.county in England: but this, , ith all the richa is { ent. is 
with mountains. Sir eorge L tt Iton' h u is jmm afurabl b. d anti 

ld: one room at the t p of the houfe, which wa r ck 11 d a one It In 

thofe days, projeCts a aft wa into the air. re ar t. r thr c cud ] 
i ure, and fi 1 e of ther e trem ly a r cable to me for th ir relati 11 t 
rammont: th re is Ie fori U.'V L ltelto1f, but told fi r th dat of that 

bo ; ma.dcmoifel~e tuart, lord Bro nk r, and 1. Jy ollth fk· b 'fid . , .t 
portrait of lord Clifford the. trea.furer, 'ith.hi fi fT~ ut dr ' 11 in armOLlt 
(though no foldier) out of fiatt r to ell. lole. the fee nci, as he faid the m fl: 
glorious part of hi Efe was attending the I:illg ,t he t attl of Worcefl r. 
He might have faid that it was as gloriotl II a1 Y pMt f his maj (t' ljfi. 
You might draw, but I all't oe[cribc th nch. utili fl- nes of th park: it 
15 a hill of three rr-."les, but br k into aU In:U ler of b aut),; {uclA lawns, 
fuch wood, rill, cafead . , and a tl icknef f erdure quite to the fur il 
of th ill and ommanding [uch a al f to\! n and ad , and 
(,xtending quite to the la k mountain in \ al th- t 1 quite ~ rg t 1 

favouri t Tharrie !-In d, prc r nothing to I agl y but mf\lll • dge • • 
LImbe. Th re i e.'tremc taft ill th park: th at · re n e cIT, 

• u there is not ne abfurdity. There j n ruined caill , built by il1 I' , 

that would .g t him h'· freedom <:? en of fa v err · : j ha the true ruB· 
n2 0 
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of the barons· wars. Then there is a fceue of a fman lake with cafcades 
falling down fuch a Pamafrus! with a circular temple en the Qiftant emi
nence; and there is fuch a fairy dale, with more cafcades guthing out of 
rocks! and the~e is a her i~ge, fo exaCtly like thofe in Sad ler's prints, on 
the brow of a lhady mountain, ftealing peeps into the glorious world below ~ 
and there js fuch a pretty well und r a wood, like the Samarita~l woman's 
in a piCture of Nicolo' Pouffin! and there is fuch a wood without the 
park~ enjoying fuch a profpeCl:! and there is fuoo a mouutaip on t'other fide 
of the park commanding all profpeCts, that I wore out my eyes with gazing~ 
my feet with climbing, and my tongue and mJ vocabulary with commend
ing1 The beft notion I can .give you of the fatisfaCl:ion I iliowed, was, that fi 
George propofed to carry me to dine with my lord Foley; and when I {bowed 
reluCtance, he .faid, Why, I thought YOt.l did nol mind any jlranger.J, if ),011 

were to fee any thing! T.hink of my not minding {hangers! I mind them 
fo much, th~t I miffed feeing Hartlehury-cafile, and the biihop of Worcefter's 

hape! of painted glafs there, becaufe "t S IS public day when paffed 
by his park. - Miller has built a Gothic houfe ill the village at Hagley for 
a relation of fir George: but there he is not more than Miller; in his callIe 
he is almofi Bentley. There is a genteel ~omb i41 the church to fir George's 
11rll wife, with a eu pid and a pretty urn in the Roman fiy I . 

You will be diverted with my dUlreffes at W orcefier. I fet out boldly 
to walk down the high-fir et to the cathedral: I found it much more 

copled than-l intend d, and, when I was quiteembark'ed, difcovered myfelf 
up to th ear in a contefted elcftioll. A new' candida e had arri d tbe 
night before, and turned all their heads. Nothing comforted me, but that 
th oppofition is to Mr. T-; and I purchafed my paffage very willingly. 
with crying' No 'I -! No Jews! However, the inn where I lay was 
~ ru['-tlem itfelf, th 'very head-quarter, where T - the pharifc e was 
xpe d; and I had fcare got into my room, before the v.iCl:orio\.ls mob of 

his er emy, who had rOl,lted hi ad anced guard, broke open the gates of 
ur ill[ , and a1m fi: murder d the oftler- nd then carried him off to priton 

Ii r being m\lrd r d. " ,. 

The cathedral is pretty, and has fever 1 tombs, and dufters of light 
pil)ars of Derbyiliire marble, lately cleaned. Gothicifm and the reftoration. 
of that afchiteCture, ;lI~d not of the ballard breed, {preads ext em '1y in this 

~ par 
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part of the world. Ptince Arthur's tomb,. from hence we t ok the p per 
fur the hall and frair-cafe, to my great furprife, is Il a lefs fcale th . n tl e 
.paper, and is not ofbralS but ll: ne, and tb t wretchedly white - allied. The 
niches are very finall, and the long flips in the mi Ie are di id d eery 
now and then with the trefoil. There is nne tomb 'ih p ' ougb, in 
the Weft inAer-abb y ftyle; but the obeli1k. at the b c i not 10 ded , ith 
a globe and a human figure, like Mr. Kent's defign £i r fir Ifaa wton: 

tl abfurdity which nothing but himfc 1£ could furpafi, , hen h p1 c d tl r e 
buft at the foot of an altar-CVld not content With th~ t; pI ced them 
at the very angles-wher they have as little to do as th y ha e 'th 
Shakefpeare. • 

From '¥orcefter I \! ent to fee Malvern-ab ey. It is fitua d h.lf w 'f 
up an. immenfe mountain of that llame: the mountain i r

J 
long, in • 

thape like the prints of a whale's back: to\ ards th 1 rger nd Ii the 
town. Nothing remains but a b autiful gateway and he church. ,. hi h is 
very large: eery windo has been glutt d with painted glafs, which 
much remains, but it did not anfw r: band r d there is in abundan 'e, 

. nd good faces; but the portrait are fo high, I ould n d ifi' ngu ifh them. 
Befides, the woman who {how d me the cl urch would peft r me wid hri 
and ing David, when I was hunting for John of unt and it g Ed nrd. 
The greateft curiofity, at 1eaft what I had never feen befor, a, the h Ie 
floor and far up th fides of the chmch has ben, i I may call it fo, w' in
fcoted with red an . yellow til s, extremely poliih d, nd div dified with 
coats of arms, and infqiptioas" and mofaic .• I ha ' e fince fo nd the fam t 

Glocefter, and have eyen been fc fortuI,late. as to purchafe from the fexton 
about a dozen, which thillk what an acquifition for Straw erty ! hey ar 
made of th~ natural earth of the country, which is a rich 'ed day, th t pro-· 
duces every thing. All the lanes are full of all kind, o(trees, and enrithed 
'with large old apple-tre s, that hang over frbm one hedg to "'hoorher. 
Worcefie~ city is large and pretty. Glocefier city i frill etter fituated, 
but worfe built, and not near fo' large. About a mile from Worcefter you 
break upon a fweet view of the Severn. A little farther on the bank i Mr. 

eehmer 's houfe; ut he h given ftria charge to a troop . f willo s . 
never to let him fee the river: to his right hand extends the fairefi meadow 
covered with cattle that ever you faw: at the eud of it is the town Up

ton, 
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·ton, wjth a church half ruined, and a bridge 0 fix arches, which I believe 
with little trouble he might fee from his' garden. 

The vale increafes in riches to .,10 efier. I fiaid two days at George Sel
w n's houfe· called MatCon, which lies 011 Robin Hood's-hill: it is lofty 

110ugh for an alp, yet is a mountain of turf to t1 e very top, has owood fcat
t red all er it, fprings that 1 ng to be cafcad s in twel t . pl~ e of it; and 
from the [ummit it beats even fir :r . Lytteltoll'S iew~ by having the C'i y 
of locefier a its foot, and the vern wi ening to tl e horizon. i houfe 
is Jinall, but neat. King Charles lay he(e at the ficge; and the duk of York, 
\\' ith typical fury, hacked and hewed the \ incID\! '-01Utters of hi chamber, as 
a memorandum of his bei11g there. Here is a good piCture of udley earl 
of Leicefter in hi later ag~, which he.ga e to fir Francis vValfingham , at 
, hofe houfe ill Kent it remailled till'T moved hither; and what makes it 
, er" curi \.lS, is, his age m.arked on it, 5+ in 1572. I had ne er been able 
to difcover befor in what year he wa born. And here is the ery flower
pot and counterfeit aifociation, £ r which bif1lOp Sprat wa taken up, and 
the duke of Marlborol.lgh rent :t" the Tower. The r fervoil's 011 the hill 
1uppI the city. The late Mr. Selwyn gOY rned the b r ugt b them-and 
1 b lieve by [orne, wine too. The biiliop's houfe is prett ', and reftored to 
the Gothic by the lall: biih p. Price has painted a large eha I-window for 
him, which i fcaree in eri r [or c lours, and is a tn'uch bett~r piCture than 
.any f th ld glafi . The eatin.g-room is hant'fome. A I am a proteftant 

otb, I was hd to worlhip bifhop ooper' r om, from wh Dee he va" 
d to the !take: but I could aIm fi h<1 e b ~n a Hun, and {( t fi re to the 

ront f the hou[e, , hich i, a fn all pert p rtico, Ii e the cony !lien ie at 
the 1 d f a LOlldou gal:deLl . The outficJ f the· cathedral i bealltifu ly 
light; the pillars ill the nav olltl"aoeouily phll1 p an hea There is a 
tomb of oue Abraham Blackleach, a great curi fit ; fi r, though the figur s 
o him and hi wife '~ re cumbent, they are r ' g'raccful, d fiO'ned by Van-
dye a1 ell e ecuted. nt defiO'ned the fc re n.; but ne 

• 0 • 

[h re han l:te ld at y , h re 1 e how tenter int the tn,le 
ir Chrifiopher Wren, wh b iIt the t w r f th great at -wa 

urch, has catch d tl ra . of it as ,ppj], a . u could d : the r IS 

particul fly a niche b t\ e n t\" C mp4lrt fa \ indo, that i am. . , 
... t r-pIece • . 
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Bu, J ere is ~ mo~emity" hich beat all antiquiti f; r ctlriofit : .Tuft y 

the hIgh altar IS a {mall ew hung' ith green aik. ' th C\.l t. in 
fame; a fn all corner-cupboard, paint d, ar ' ed an gil or b oks, ill n 
cornel and t, 0 troughs of a bird-cuo- ,with eed < ud wat r. If t y 
mayorefs 11 earth wa finall enough to in lofe herfelf in tJli tab mad or 
abfterriiou 11 tlgh to feed on r, p nt d c nar , I Ih uld v 1\ rn that it 

'as t lrine f th queen f the aId rmen. It b l Ilo t a ~r, . ott n, 
who, having 1 fi ,a favourite d ught r, i c Il\·inced her u1 is tr 1 fi igt"ltc,l 
oint a l' bi l-re.d-breafl:; f; which r afon!he pa{Ij her li t; in n akin all 
avial' of th cathedral of Gl iter. The hapter indulge thO "hi! ,u' 
the contribute abuudatltl to glaz ,whitewalh. and rllamcnt th chur h. 

King Ed\ ard the fecond's tomb i et' light and in good repail. Th lel 
woodell lie Ire of Robert, the conqu' r r's unti rt mate 'Id fi fon, i ' . tr mel y 
genteel, and, though it may n t b 1'0 ancient a hi death, i ill a taft ry 
fuperi r t any thino- of much later ags. ur .ady hapcl h 1d kind 
ef or tal, and fe ral ceiling of cl pels, and tribune in a beauti ul tail: ; 
but of all delight, i v hat they calJ the n bot' cIoift r. It i' tlle ver, thing 
tha you would build, when you had e, tm ed all th q int if. nc f r 
foil ar hes, and lightnefs. In the church i ftar- willdo v of eigh point. 
that is prettier than our rofe·willdows. 

A little way from the town are the ruilis of Lant ny Pri 'y; th ro re· 
mains a pretty old gate-way, hich • Selwyn h egged, to rea: on tl 
top of his mountain, and it will have a charming effi • .. . • 

At Burferd I faw the hO'ufe of Mr. Leuth 1 the efe ndant of the p aker. 
The front is good; and a chapel cOllnected by twO' or thre atches, whi h 1 t 
the garden appear through, has a pr tty effe ; ut he it fiue f the mUllllCll 

is 'bad an ill-furnifhed. · xcepl a fameus p' ure· f flr ThelThls 10'1' ' s 
famil , the portraits are nlbbifh, though celebrated. I am told that the 

peaker, who real~y h~d a fine colle ion, made his peace by prefentiI g them 
to Cornbury, her they were, well kl~ewn, till th duke ef MClrlberough 
bought th t feat. 

• 
I can't go and defcrib~ fo known a place as Oxford, which I faw pretty 

ell en my return. The whole air of the town charms me; and what re· . 
.3 mams 

• 

• 




