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I know nothing of the war, but that we catch little French fhips like
crawfith, They have taken one of ours with governor going to
. He is a very worthy young man, but fo ftiffened with fir ——’s
old fuftian, that I am perfuaded he is at this minute in the citadel of Nantes
comparing himfelf to Regulus. \

Gray has lately been here.  He has begun an ode, which if he finifhes
equally, will, I think, infpirit all your drawing again, It is founded on an
old tradition of Edward L. putting to death.the Welfh bards. Nothing
but you, or.Salvator Rofa, and Nicolo Pouffin, can paint up to the exprefiive .
horror and dignity of it. Don’t think I'mean to flatter you ; all I would fay
is, that now the two latter are dead,#you’ muft of neceffity be Gray’s
painter. In order to keep your talent alive, I fhall next week fend you
flake white, brufhes, oil, and the inclofed directions from Mr. Miintz, who
is ftill at the Vine, and whom, for want of you, we labour hard to form.
I thall put up in the parccl two or three prints of my eagle, which, as you
never would draw it, is very modcrgtely performed ; and yet the drawmg
was much better than the engraving. 1 fhall fend you too a tnﬂmg fmuft-
box, only as a fample of the new manufaéture at Battcrfea, which is done
with co pcr-platcs Mr. Chute is at the Vine, where I: cannot fay any
works go on in proportion to my impatience, I have “deft him an mven-
tionary of all I want to have done there ; but I believe it may be bound up
with the century of projeéts of that foolith marquis of Woreefter, who
printed a catalogue of titles of things, which he gave no dire@tions to

execute, nor I believe could. Adieu ! M
. ‘ » Yourgs(ver,

o ‘s , % HOR. WALPOLE.
w

LETTER XXX

. 1 Arlmgtqu-ﬁreet, Septcmber 305 1755,

SOLOMON fays, fomewherc or other, T think it is in Caftelvetro’ s, or
Caftelnuovo’s, edition—is not there fuch a one —that the infatuation of a
nation for a foolith minifter is like that of a lover for an ugly woman :
when once he opens his eyes, he wonders what the devil bewitched Him.

This
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This is the text to the prefeat fermon in politics, which I fhall not divide
under three heads, but tell you at once, that no minifter was ever nearer
the precipice than ours has been. 1 did tell you, I believe, that Legge had
refufed to fign the warrant for the Heffian fubfidy: in fhort, he heartily
refented the quick coldnefs that followed his exaltation, waited for an op-
portunity of revenge, found this ; and to be fure no vengeance ever took
fpeedier ftrjdes, All the world revolted againft fubfidiary treaties; nobody
was left to defend them but Murray, and he did not care to venture.
Offers of gracioufuefs, of cabinet counfellor, of chancellor of the exchequer,
were made to right and left, Dy. Lee was confcientious ; Mr. Pitt might
be brought in compliment to his M. to digeft one——But a fyftem of fub-
fidies !—Impoffible ! In fhort, the very firlt minifterfhip was offered to be
made over to my lord Granyille—He begged to be excufed—he was not fit
for it.—Well! you laugh: all this is faét. At laft we were forced to ftrike
fail*to Mr. Fox : he is named for feéretary of ftate, with not only the lead,
but the power of the houfe of commons. ~ You afk, in the room of which
fecretary? What fignifies of which? Why, I think of fir Thomas Robin-
fon, who returns to his wardrobe, afd lord Barrington comes into the war-
office. This is the prefent ftate of things in this grave reafonable ifland :
the union hug like two cats over a ftring; the reft are arming for oppofi-
tion——But I will not promife you any more warlike winters ; I remember
how foon the campaign of the laft was addled.

It freland, Mr. Conway has pacified all things : the Irith are to get as
drunk as evau.t,g’:l_xc. glorious and immortal memory _of king George, and
the prerogative 15°tabe exalted as high as ever, by being obliged to give up
the primate.——There 11 think I have told Jyou volumes : yet I know you
will not be cofitent; you will want to know fomething of the war and of
America : but I affure you it is not the bon-gon to talk of either this week.
We think not of the former; and of the latter we thquld think to very little
purpofe, for we have not heard a fyllable more 3 Braddock’s defeat ftill re-
mains in the fituation of the longeft battle that ever was fought with

nobody. ~Content your Englith fpirit with knowing that there are very
" near three thoufand French prifoners in England, taken out of feveral fhips.

% S * Yours ever,
» R HOR. WA{LPOLE.



“eye too will moiften, when 1 tcll you that poor mifs

* Sifter to Mr. George Montagu, i '
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LB TR XEXL Y

Atlmgtou-ﬂrcet, O&ober 19, 1753«

DO you love royal quarrels? You may bc fcrved-—l know you don’t love
an invalion—nay, that even pafles my tatte ; it will make too much party.
In thort, the lady dowager Prudence begins to ftep a little over the threfh-
61d of that difcretion which fhe has always hitherto fo fanétimonioufly ob-
ferved.  She 1s fufpected of {trange whims; fo ftrange, as neither to like
more German fubfidies or more German matéhes, A ftrong faétion, pro-
fefledly againft the treaties !, openly againft Mr, Fox, and covertly under
the bannars of: the aforefaid lady Prudence, arm from all quarters againft
the opening of the feflion. Her ladyfhip’s eldeft boy declares violently
againft being bewolfenbuttied—a word which T don’t pretend to underftand,
as it 1s not in Mr. Johnfon’s new dictionary. There! now I have
been as enigmatic as ever 1 have accufed you of being ; and hoping you
will not be able to expound my' German hieroglyphics, 1 proceed to tell
vou in plain Englifh that we are going to be invaded. I have within this
day or two feen grandees of ten, twenty, and thirty thoufand pounds a year,
who are in a mortal fright : confequently, it would be impertinent in much
lefs folk to trcmblc-—and accordingly they don’t. At court t@g is no
doubt but an attempt will be made before Chriftmas.—I find valour is like
virtue: impregnable as they boaft themfelves, it-is difcoyer t on the firft
attack both liedtrangely open !, They are ranﬁn,a_morc/meu, camps are to be
formed in Kent and Suffex, thc duke of Newecaftle is frightened out of his
wits, which though he has loft {o often you know he always recovers, and
as freth as ever.  Lord E. defpairs of the commonwealth; and I am
to fortify my caftle of Btrawberry, according to an old charter 1 fhould havc
had, for embattling and making a deep ditch— But here am Ilaughnrg,
when I really ought to cry both with my public eye and my private oae.
I have told 'you what I think ought te fluice my public % and your prwatc

amet Mont‘agu 1S

« Treaties of fubfidy with the landgrave of Hefle atd the unpvcfs of Ruffia for the defcnce of
Hanover. E.
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dead. She died abouta fortnight ago; but having nothing clft to tell you,
I would not fend a letter {o far with only fuch melancholy news—and fo,
you will fay, I ftaid till I could tell ftill more bad news. The truth is, I
have for fome time had two letters of yours to anfwer: it is three weeks
fince I wrote to you, and one begins to doubt whether one thall ever be to
write again. I will hope all my beft hopes, for I have no fort of intention
at this time of day of finithing either as a martyr or a hero.—1I rather intend
to live and record both thofe profeffions, if need be—and I have no inclina-
tion to fcuttle 'ba.refvoot after § duke of Wolfenbuttle's army, as+Philip de Co«
mines fays he faw their graces of Exeter and Somerfet trudge after the duke
of Burgundy’s. The invafion, though not much in fafhion yet, begins like
Mofes’s rod to fwallow ogher news, both political and fiuicidical. Our politics
1 have fketched out to you, and can only add, that Mr. Fox’s miniftry does
“not as yet promife to be of long duration. When it was firft thought that
he had got the better of the duke of Newcaftle, Charles Townfhend faid
admirably, that he was fure the duchefs, like the old cavaliers, would muke
.a vow not to fhave her beard till the reftoration.

I can’t recolleé the leaft morfel of a fefs or chevron of the Boynets : they
did not happen to enter into any extin@ genealogy for whofe welfare I in-
tereft myfelf. 1 fent your letter to Mr. Chute, who is ftill under his own
vine: Mr. Miintz is ftill with him, recovering of a Violent fever.—Adieu !
If msws don’t grow too memorable, 1 think this feafon will produce a
large crop.

. —— . Yoursever,

e

™ e y HOR."WALPOLE,
"P. S. I believe I fcarce ever mentioned to you laft winter the follics of
the opera : the impertinences of a great finger were too old and too com-
mon atopic. Imuft mention them now, Whel.l.thc_}." rife to any improve-
ment in the charater of national folly. The Mingotti, a noble figure, a great
miftrefs of mufic, and a moft incomparable aétrefs, furpafled any thing I
ever faw for the extravagance of her humours. She never fung above pue
night in three, from a fever upon her temper ; and never would aét at all.
when 'Riccigrelﬁ, the firft man, was to be 1n dxaloguc with her, Her fcvcr?
grew -ﬁs’high", that the audience caught them, and hiffed l‘)er more than once :
fRe herfelf onge. turned and hiffed again—Tit pro tat geminat 7oy g awapnc‘cx;:ﬁ.
v ; 7 e »

*
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—Well, among the treaties which a feeretary of ftate has negotiated this

fummer, he has contraéted for a fuccedancum to the Mingotti. In fhort,
there is 2 woman hired to’ fing when the pther fhall be out of humour !

Here is a World by lord Chefterfield * : ‘the firft part is very pretty, till
it runs into witticifm. I have marked the paﬂ'ages I pamcularly hkc.

You would not draw Henry IV. at a fiege ton me p,uy dont dnw
Louis XV.* é 3. T

-

-

LEBTTER KL o At hiors 8
| Stﬁwberryhm OCtabergx, 17351.

AS the invafiofi is ot ready, we ‘are forced to take up with a vic«
tory.  An aceount came yefterday, that general Johnfon had defeated
the French near the lake St. Sacrement, had killed one thoufand, and
taken the lieutenant-general who commanded them prifoner; his name is -
Diefkau, a Saxon, an efteemed eleve of marfhal Saxe. By the printed ac«
count, which I inclofe, Johnfon fhowed great generalfhip and bravery. As
the whole bufinefs was done by irregulars, it dogs not leflen the faults of
Braddock, and the panic of his troops. If I were fo difpofed, I could con-
ceive that there are heroes in the world who are not quite pleafed with this
extra-martinette fuccefs *=~but we won’t blame thofe Alexanders, tifl they
have beaten the French in Kent! You know. it will be timez enough to
abufe them, when they have done all the fervige they gan The other in-
clofed paper is another World*, by my lord Chelterfield ; not fo pretty, I
think, as the laft ; yet it has merit. While England and France are at
war, and Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt going to war, his lordfhip.is coolly amufing
himfelf at picquet at Bath with a Moravian baron, who would be in prifon,
if his ¢reditors did not oceafionally releafe him to play with and cheat my
‘lord Chefterfield, as the only chance they have for recovmng their moncy,

We expet thc parhament to be thronged, and great ammoﬁuu. Twill

3 Number 146, of the fifth volume. England by Louis XV

* Alluding to the fubject Mr, Walpole had '
ropofed to him for a piQure, in Letter * Alluding to William d&evf Cm‘

. and to the then etpeﬂcd invafion of 4 Number 148, of the fifth volame.
1 : not
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not fend you one of the eggs that are laid ; for fo many. political ones haw.":
been addled of late years, that I believe all the ftate game-cocks in the world
are impotent,

I did not doubt but vou would be ftruck with the death of poor B. 1,
t'other night, at White’s, found a very remarkable entry in our very—very
remarkable \&agcvr—beoli: ¢ Lord =—— bets fir twenty guineas that
Nath outlives CiBber I How odd that thefe two old creatures, feleéted for
their antiquities, fhould live # fee both their wagerers put an ‘end to their
own lives! Cibber is within a few days of eighty-four, ftill hearty, and
clear, and well. I told him Iswvas glad to fee him look fo well: ¢ 'Faith,”
faid he, “itisvery well that I look at all I"——1I" fhall thank you for the
Ormer fhells and roots; and fhall defjre your permiffion to finith my letter
already. As the parliament is to meet {o foon, you are likely to be over~
powered with my difpatches.—~I have been thinning my wood of  trees,
and planting them out more into the field : 1 am fitting up the old kitchen.
for a china-room : I am building a bed-chamber for myfelf over the old
blue-room, in which I intend to die, though not yet; and fome. trifles of'
this kind, which I do not fpecify to you, becaufe I intend to referve a little:
to be quite new to you. . Adicu ! : v :

gy W : Yours ever,
Sy P q ~. 13 : : A . i ¥ o9 HORQ WALPOIJE.-
# - Y ¥
A b % .
"m{ A . , p—o® ) y
o ‘ LETTER xxxhr
A b i A

~ Arlington-ftreet, November 16, 1755

NEVER was poor invulnerable immortality fo, fom; brought to ‘ﬂnamc. §:
Alack ! Thaye had the gout! 1 would fain have perfuaded myfelf that it
was‘a.fpfa'in‘ ; ar d, then, that it was only the gout come to look for Mr.
Chute at S!mwhgrry-hﬂl but none of my. evafions will do‘!;, 1 was, cer
tainly, lame for two days; and though I repelled it—firft, by getting wet-
thod, and then by fpirits.of camphire; and though I have fince tamed it
more rationally by leaving off the little wine I dra.n_k, I ftill know where
- to 1ok for 1tw:;: I have an occafion for a politigal dhx_p{s.-'-Comc, 1.ny

Vor. V.. ot R Yy L conftitution
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conftitution is not very much broken, when in four days after fuch a mor:
tifying attack, 1 could fit in the houfe of commons, full as poffible, from
two at noon till paft five in the morning, as we did but laft Thurfday. The
new oppofition attacked the addrefs.—Who are the new oppofition }—
Why, the old bppofition : Pitt and the Grenvilles ; indeed, with Legge in-
ftead of fir George Lyttelton. Judge how entertaining it was to me, to
hear Lyttelton anfwcr Grenville, and Pitt Lyttclton " he' debate, long
and uninteryupted as it was, was a great deal of it extremely fine : the
numbers did not an{wer to the merit : the néw friends, the duke of New-
caftle and Mr. Fox, had 311 to 105. The bon-mot in fathion is, that the
ftaff was very good, but they wanted privatt men. Pitt furpafled himfelf,
and then I need not tell you that he furpaffed Cicero and Demofthenes.
What a figure would they, with their formal, laboured, cabinet orations,
make wvis-dsvis his' maniy vxvacxty and dathing eloquence at one o’clock
in the morning, after fitting in that beat for eleven hours! He {poke
above an hour and a half, with fcarce a bad fentence: the moft admircd
part was a comparifon he drew of the two parts of the new adminiftra-
tion, to the conflux of the Rhone and the Saone ; “ the latter a gentle, fee-
ble, Ianguid ftream, languid but not deep ; the other a boifterous and over-
bearing torrent ;. but they join at laft ; and long may they continue united, to-
the comfort of each other, and to the glory, honour and happinefs of this
nation I 1 hope you are not mean- fpmted enough to drcad an invafion,
when the fenatorial coutefts are reviving in the temple of Concord.— But
will it make a party 2 Yes, truly; 1 never faw f{p. prom#fing a profpect.
Would not'it be cruel, at fuch a period, to badaid up ?

I have only had a note from you to promnfc me a letter ; but it 1s not
arrived :—but the partridges are, and well ; and I thank you.

England feems returming* : for thofe who are not in parhar?cnt, there
are nightly riots at Drury-lane, where there is an anti-Gallican party
againft fome French dancers. Tlie young men of quality have proteéted
them till laft night, when; being opera night, the gallcncs were victorious.

Momag\: Writes me many ¥ind things for you: he s n Chefhire, but
: A . e

* Te means e Sfeinlin towards ndbs and tioting at pobilic glaces, which was then common
among young men, and had been a fort of falnion’n Tus eatly youln. R e :
: « . comes.
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comes to town this winter, Adieu! I have fo much to £ that 1 hay
time to fay but very little. v i e

Yours ever,
HOR. WALPOLE,

P.S. G. Sclwyn hearing much talk of a fea-war or a contmcnt faid,
“lam for a fca-war and a continent admiral.”

Oy — "
3 »

LETTER XXXIV.

AArlington-ﬂrcct, Dcccmbcr 17, 1755.

AFTER an immenfe interval, I hdve at laft received a long lctter from
you, of a very old date (November sth), which amply indemnifies my
patience ; nay, almoft makes me amends for your blindnefs; for I think,
unlefs you had totally loft your eyes, you would not refufe me a pleafure fo
eafy to yourfelf, as now and then fending *me a drawing.—I can’t call it
lazinefs—one may be too idle to amufe one’s felf ; but fure one is never fo
fond of idlenefs s to prefer it to the power of obliging a perfon one loves!
And yet 1 own your letter has made me amends; the wit of your pen re=
compeylegathe ftupidity of your pencil ; the eaffus you have taken up fup-
plies a little the arsem you have relinquithed. Icould quote twenty paffages
that have chapmed mg : the pi¢ture of lady Prudence and her family ; your
idol that gave you hail whep you prayed fpr funfhine; misfortune the
teacher of fuperftition ; unmarried people beiyg the fathion in heaven ; the
Speétator-hacked phrafes 3 Mr. Spence’s blindnefs to Pope’s mortality ; and
above all, the criticifin on the queen in Hamlet is moft delightful. There
never was fo good a ridicule of all the formal commengators on Shakefpear,
nor fo agtful a banter on him himfelf for {o impraperly making her ma-»ﬁy
deal in doubleq entendres at a funeral! In fhort, I never heard as much wit
except in a fpeech with which Mr. Pitt concluded the debate t'other day on
the treaties. ~ His antagonifts endeavour to difarm him; but as faft as they
deprive hini of one weapon, he finds a better—I never fufpected him of
fuch an univerfal -armoury—I knew he had a Gorgon's head compofed
of bayonets and piftols, but little thought that he could tickle to death with

a feathcr. %theﬁrﬁ debate on thefe famous treaties, laft Wednefday,
Yya : Tlome



348 LETTERS fron Tie Hox, HORACE WALPOLE

Hume Camipbell, whom the duke of N. had retained as the moft abufive
counfel he could find againft Pitt (and hereafter perhaps againft Fox), at-
tacked the former for eternal inveltives. Oh! fince the laft Philippic of
Rillingfgate memory, you never heard fuch an invetive as Pitt returned—
Hume Campbe]l was annihilated ! Pitt like an angry wafp feems to have
left his fting in the wound—and has fince affumed a ftyle of delicate
ridicule and repartee But think how charming a ridicule muft that be -
that lafts and rifes, flath after flath, for an hour aud a half! Some day or
other perhaps you will fee fome of the glittering fplinters that I gathered
ap. 1 have written under his print thelsc lines, which are not only full as
juft as the original, but have not the tautology of /oftinefs and majefly :

Three orators in diftant ages born,

Greece, Italy, and England did adorn:
The firft in loftinefs of thought furpafs’d, .
The next in language, but in both the laft :
The pow’r of nature could no farther go;
To make a third, fhe join'd the former two.

Indeed we have wanted fuch an entertainment to cnliveri and make the
fatigue fupportable. We fat on Wednefday till ten at night; on Friday
till paft three in the morning; on Monday till between nine and ten. We
have profufion of ‘orators, and many very great, which is furprifes £ foon
after the leaden age of the late right honourable Henry Saturnus*! The
majorities are as great as in Saturnus’s golden dge. < 4
« : G \ o
Our changes are begun ; but not being made at once, our very changes
change ! Lord Duplin and lord Darlington are made joint pay-mafters :
George Sclwyn fays, that no aé ever thowed {o much the duke of New-
caftle’s abfolute power, as his being able to make lord Darlington a say-
wafler. That fo ofen repatrioted and reprofiituted proftitute Doddington
is again to be treafurer of the navy: and he again drags out Harry Furnefe
into the treafury. = The duke of Leeds is to be cofferer, and lord Sandwich
emerges {0 far as to be chief juftice in' Eyre.—The other parts by the
comedians—I don’t repeat their names, becaufe perhaps the fellow that
to-day is defigned to act Guildenftern, may to-morrow be deftined fo play
L ® Mr. Pelham. ~ e
¢ ; o Wb half
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da[f the part of the fecond grave-digger.  However, they are all to kifs
hands on Saturday. Mr. Pitt told me to-day that he thould not go to Bath
till next week. .1 fancy, faid I, you fcarce ftay to kifs hands.

- With regard to the invafion, which you are fo glad to bg allowed to fear,
I muft tell you that it is quite gone out of fathion again, and I really believe
was dreffed up for a vehicle (as the apothecaries call it) to make us fivallow
the treaties. “All along the coaft of France they.are much more afraid of
an invafion than we are! *  ° : it

~ As obliging as you are iu fending me plants, I am determined to thank
vou for nothing but drawings. I am not to be bribed to filence, when you
really difoblige me. Mr. Miintz hag ordered more cloths for you, I even
thall fend you books unwillingly ; and indeed why fhould 1? As you are
ftone blind, what can you do with them? The few I fhall fend you, for
there are fcarce any néw, will be a pretty dialogue by Crebillon ; a ftrange
imperfeét poeth, written by Voltaire when he was very young, which with
fome charming ftrokes has‘a greutideal of* humour manqué and of impiety
eftropi¢e ; and an hiftorical romance, by him too, of the laft war, in which
is fo outrageous a lying anecdote of old Marlborough, as would have con-
vipced her, that when poets write hiftory they ftick as little to truth in profe

as in i'erfe. Adieu ! ‘
| Yours ever, h .
TR \ & HOR. WALPOLE.

.- e e e

LET TER XXXV,
' , Strawberry-hill, January 6, 1756.

I AM quite angry with you; you write me letters fo entertaining, that
they make me almoft forgive yout not.drawing: now, you know, next to
being difagreeable. there is nothing fo fhocking as bcmg too 'agrg:ca,blc,
However, ag I am a true philofopher, and can refift any thing 1 l‘;kc, 'whcn.
it is to obtain any thing 1 like better, 1 declare, that lf. you don’t coin the
vaft ingot of cclours and ¢loth that I have fent you, I will burn your letters |
unopened. * :

A Vo : 3 Thank
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Thank you for all your concern about my gout—but I fhall not mind
you; it fhall appear in my {ftomach, before I attempt to keep it out of it by
a fortification of wine: I only drank a little two days after being very much
fatigued in the houfe, and the worthy pioneer began to cry fwear from my
foot the next day. However, though I am determined tb feel young fill,
I grow to take the hints age gives me—I°come hither oftener, I leave the
town to the young ; and though the bufy turn that the world has taken
draws me back into it, I excufe it to myfelf, and call it retiring into politics.
From hence I*muft retire, or I thall be drowned ; my cellars are fopr feet
unider water, the Thames gives itfelf RHone airs, and the meadows are-
more flooded than when you firft faw this plag:c and thought it fo dreary.
We feem to have taken out our earthquake in rain: fince the third week
in June, there have not been five days together of dry weather. They tell
us that at Colnbrook and Staines thcy.arc forced to live in the firlt floor.
Mr. Chute is at the Vine, but T don’t expeét to hear from him; no poft
but a dove can get from thence. Every poft brings new earthquakcs; they
;have felt them in France, Sweden, and Germany :—what a canvulfion there
bas been in nature! Sir Ifaac Newton, fomewhere i his works, has this
beautiful expreflion, The globe will want manum emendatricem.

1 have been here this week with only Mr. Miintz ; from whence you may
conclude 1 have been employed—Memoires thrive apace, He feems %o
wonder (for he has not a little of your indolence, I am not furpsifdd you
took to hxm) that I am contmually occupied every minute of the day,
reading, wutmg. forming plans: in fhort, you knew me” He is an
inoffenfive good creature, but kad rathcr pondmr d foreign gazette than
a pallet. .

T expeét to find George Montagu in town to-morrow : his brother has at
laft got a regiment. Not content with having deferved it, before he got it,
by dnlhngu:(hcd bravery and indefatigable duty, he perfifts in meriting it
ftill. He immediately, unafked, gave the chaplainthip (which others always
{ell advantageoufly) to his brother’s parfon at Greatworth, I am almoft
afraid it will make my commendation of this rcally handfome aétion look
anterefted, when I add, that he has obliged me in the fame way, by making
M Mann his clothxcr, bcforc I had time to apply for it. Adieu! 1 find
no news in town. ,

Yours ever,

HOR. WALPOLE.

e e
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one moment put fuch a conftruétion upon my words, as would have been a
downright ftupid brutality, unprovoked? It is 1mpoﬂible for me to recol-

le¢t my very cxpreﬂiou, but I am confident that I have repeated the whole
fubftance.

L

How the bookfeller would be lefs a lofer by being at more expence, I can
eafily explain to you. He feared the price of half-a-guinea would fe¢m too
high to moft purchafers. If by the expence of ten guineasgmore he could
make the book appear fo much more rich and fhowy as to.induce people to
think it cheap, the profits’ from felling many more copies would amply re-
compenfe him for his additional difburfement,

The thought of havmg the head cngravcd was entirely Dodfley’s own,
and againft my opinion, as I concluded it would be againft yours ; which
madc me determine to acquaint you with it before its appearance,

When you refle¢t on what I have faxd now, you will fec very clearly,
that I had and could have no other poflible meaning in what I wrote laft.
You might juftly have accufed me of negleét, if 1 had deferred giving you
all theefatisfaction in my power, as foon as ever I knew your uneafinefs.

The head I give up. The title T think will be wrong, andahot snfwer
your purpofe; for, as the drawings are evidently calculated for the poems,
why will the improper difpofition of the word defigns hefore J108ms make the
edition lefs yours ? 1 am as ljttle convinced that there is any affe@ation in
lcavmg out the Mr. before your names : it is a barbarous addition : the other
is fimple and claffic ; a rank I cannot help thinking-due to both the poet and
painter.  Without ranging myfelf among claffics, I affure you, were I to
print any thing with my name, it fhould be plain Horace Whlpolc M.
is one of the Gothicifins.1 abominate”. The explanation® was certainly
added for people who have not eyes :—fuch are almoft all who have fecn
Mr. Bentley’s drawings, and think to compliment him by miftaking them
for prints. Alas! the gencratli\ty want as much to have the words a man,

* By Mr. Walpole's having prefixed this ufobefuppofed that Mr. Gray's opinion on this
“ Gotkicifm” to his name in feveral works pub-  point had converted Mr. Walpole. E.
lilhed fubfequent to the date of this letter, it . * Of Mr. Beatley’s defigne. -

a cock,
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a cock, written under his drawings, as under the moft execrable hierogly-
phics of Egypt, or of fign-poft painters ! !

I will fay no more now, but that you muft not wonder if I am partial to
you and yours, when you can write as you do and yet feel fo little vanity,
I have ufed freedoms enough with your writings to convince you I {peak
truth: T praife and fecold Mr. Bentley immoderately, as I think he draws
well or ill: T never think it worth my while to do either, efpecially to
blame, where there are notegenerally vaft excellencies.—Good-night !—
Don’t fufpe@ me when I have po fault but impatience to make you cafy.

-~ * Yours ever,

HOR. WALPOLE,
L‘Ww 2

LETTER IL
» Arﬂn‘tﬂn-ﬂmt, Febn !s, 17590

THE enclofed, which I have this minute received from Mr. Bentley, ex~
plajns much that I had to fay to you—yet I have a queftion or two*fore.

Whg,and.what fort of man isa Mr. Sharp of Benet? Thave received a
moft obliging and genteel letter from him, with the very letter of Ed-
ward VI. which you was fo good as to fend me. 1 have anfwered his, but
thould like to know a little mgre about him. .Pray thank the dean of Lin-
coln too for me: I am much obliged to himsfor his offer, but had rather
draw upon his Lincolnfhip than his Cambridgehood’. 1In the library of the
former are fome original letters of Tiptoft, as you will find in my catalogue.
When Dr. Greene is there, I fhall be glad if he widl let me have them

copied. ' T

I will tllnk you if you will look in fome provincial hiftory of Ireland for
Odo (Hugh) Oneil king of Ulfter. When did he live? T have got a moft
curious feal of his, and know no more of him than of Ouacgaw kipg of the
Pawwaws. , : g, - 4 v ;

e i + *Hewas :mhu!of ﬁéut-college, Cambridge.
i ‘7 z2 I wanted
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I wanted to afk you, whether you, or any body that you believe in, believe
in the queen of Scots” letter to queen Elizabeth “—If it is genuine, I don’t
wonder fhe cut her head off—but I think it muft be fomc forgery that was
not made ufe of. \

Now to my diftrefs. — You mufthaye fecn an ﬁkwrttﬁ:ment, perhaps the
book itfelf, the villainous book itfelf, that has been publifhed to defend me
againft the Critical Review *. I have been childifhly unhappy about it, and
had drawn up a proteftation or affidavit of my knowing nothing of it; but my
friends would not let me publifh it. 1 fent to the printer, who would not
difcover the author—nor could I guefs, They tell me nobody can fufpeét
my being privy to it : but there is an intimacy affe@ed that I think will de-
ceive many—and yet T muft be the moﬂ: arrogant fool living, if I could know
and fuffer any body to {peak of me in«that ftyle. For God's fake,do all you
can for me, and publith my abhorrence. To-day I am told that it is that
puppy doétor Hill, who has chofen to make war with the magazines through
my fides. 1 could pardon him any abufe, but I never can forgive this
ﬁ‘izm{ﬂu’/:. Adieu? ¢

Yours ever, i 9
W s 1 ..HOR.JWALPOLE.
o e sl Y .‘-'O 1
o LEMNE A e
o i , g - Paris, Nov. 19, 1765.

YOU are very kind to cnqun‘c fo partlcularly after my gaut. I with I may
not be too circumftantial in my anfwer : but you have tapped a ilangerous
topic; I can talk gout by the hour. It is my great mortification, and has
difappointed all the hopes that I had built on temperance and hardinefs. I
have refifted like a hermlt, and expofed myfelf to all weathers and feafons
like a fmug olcr : and m vain, 1 havc howcvcr ﬁlll fo much of the obﬁ;x-

+s

* See Murden's State Papera, page gs,for Cnttcal Revxew, N° 25, for December 1758,
‘this curious letter. E, where the unwarrantable liherties taken with

¢ Jt was called “Obfervations on the account that work and the honourable author of at are
given of the Catalogue of Roya\ and Noble Au- examined and e:q)ofed Rt 14, ;
thors of England, &c. &c. in article vi. of the "

a1 ¢ nacy
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,mmf bq‘}fhypﬁ‘feﬂ'mm 1cft, thut T think I fhall, cdmmuc, \d cannot obey
you in | g myfelf warm. T have gone through my fecond fit under one

blanket, and already go about in'a filk waiftcoat with my bofom unbut-
toned. Tn fhort, I am as prejudiced to my regimen, though {o ineffectual,
-as T could have been to all I expected from it. The truth is, T am almoft
as willing ’to’Mve the gout as.to be liable to catch cold ; and muft run up
fhairs utﬁ doﬁ'ﬁ in and out of doors, when I will, or I cannot have the leaft
fatisfaétion. ‘This will convinée you how rcadxly I comply with another of
‘your pteeeyts, walking as {obn as ] am able.—For receipts,.yott may truft me
for making ufe of none : T would'not fee a phyfician at the worft, but have
~quacked myfelf as boldly as quacks treat ethers. 1 laughed at your idea of
quahty-reccxpts, it came {o a-propos. There is not a man or woman here
‘that is not a_ pcrfb& old nurfe, and, who does not talk gruel and anatomy
with equal ﬂue‘ncy and ignorance. » One inftance fhall ferve : madame de
Bouzols, marfhal Berwick’s daughter, affured me there was nothing {o good
for the gout, as to preferve the parings of my nails in a bottle clofe ftopped.
WhenT try any ﬂluﬁ:rwus noftrum, 1 fhall give the prefcrcncc to this.

So much for the gout ! 1told you what was coming. As to the muuﬁry,

I know and care very little about them. I told you and told tham long

ago, that if ever a change happened I would bid adieu to politics for ever.

Do me the juftice to allow that I have not altered with the times. 1 was fo

impatient fo put this refolution in execution, that 1 hurried out of England

before I Wus fufficiently recqvered. I fhall not run the fame hazard again in

hafte ; but will ftay here till I am pcrfe&ly well, and the {eafon of warm
S eather commg on orarrived ; though the charms of Paris have not the leaft

attraction for me, nor would keep me ere an hour on their own account.

For the city '1&'&‘??‘ mnot’comcnvc ‘where miy eycs were : it is the uglieft,

beaftly town in the univerfe. 1 have' not feen a mouthful of verdure

out of it, nor have they any thing green but %hcxr “treillage and window-

thotters, Trees: cut into fire-fhovels, and ftuck into pedeftals of chaik,

,compofe-their country. Their boafted knowledge of fociety is reduced to
talking of their fuppers, and every malady they have about them, or know of.
The dnupbin is at the point of death : every morning the phyficians’ frame

an account of him ; and happy is he or fhe who can produce a cbpy of this
lie, 3’“"

ﬁiulfeﬂn The night before laft, one of thefe was produced at
fupper whcr‘l was : it was read, and faid he had had wne evacuation fatide.
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I beg your pardon, though you are not at fupper The old lady of the houfe
(who by the way is quite blind, was the regent’s miftrefs for a fortnight, and
is very agreeable) called out, Oh! they have forgot to mention that he
threw down his chamber-pot, and was forced to change his bed. There were
prefent feveral women of the firft rank ; as madame de la Valiere, whom
you remember duchefle de Vaujour, and who is fill. miraculoufly pretty
though fifty-three; a very handfome madame de Forcalquier, mdethcrs—-uor
was this converfation at all particular to that evening.

Their gaiety is not greater than their delicacy—-but I wiil not expatiate.
In fhort, they are another people from what they were. They may be
growing wife, but the intermediate paflage is dulnefs. = Several of the wo-
men are agreeable, and fome of the men ; but the latter are in general vain,
and ignorant. The /favants—I beg thelr pardons, the philofophes—are in-
fupportable, fuperficial, ovcrbcarmg and fanatic: they preach inceffantly,
and their avowed dotrine is atheifm ; you would not believe how openly—
Don’t wonder therefore if Ifhould return a Jefuit. Voltaire him{felf does not
fatisfy them. One of their lady-devotes faid of him, 7/ ¢ff bigot, ¢'ff un

deife.

I am ¥ iittle pleafed with their tafte in trifles. Crebillon 1s entirely out
of fathion, and Marivaux a proverb : marivauder and marivaudage are efta-
blifhed terms for being prolix and tirefome.—I thought that we were fallen,
but they are ten times lower. fi

«
©
€

Notwithftanding all T have faid, I have found two or three focieties that -
pleafe me; am amufed with the¢ novelty of the whole, and thould be forry
not to have come. The Dumenil is, if poffible, {fuperior to what you remem-
ber. Iam forry not to fee the Clairon; but feveral perfons whofe judg-
ments feem the foundeft prefer the former. Preville is admirable in low
comedy. The mixture of Itdlian comedy and comic operas prettily written,
and fet to Italian mufic, at the fame theatre, is charming, and gets the
better both of their operas and French comedy ; the latter of which is fel-
dom full, with all its merit. Pe urmaitrcs are obfolete, like our lords Fop-
pington—Tqut le monde eft philo When I grow very fick of this laft
nonfenfe, I go and compofe myfelf at the Chartreufe, where I am almoft
tempted to prefer Le Sceur to cvcry painter I know——Yet what new old -

treafures
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treafures are come to light, routed out of the Louvre, and th{-own into new
lumber-rooms at Verfailles !—=But I have not room to tell ou what I have
feen! T will keep this and other chapters for Strawbcrry Adieu! and
thank you.
3 : Yours ever,

HOR. WALPOLE.

Old Manettc has fhown me a print by Diepenbecke of the duke and
duchefs of Newcaftle at digper with their family. You would obhgc me,
if you would look into all their graces’ folios, and fee if it is not a frontif-
piece to fome one of them. Thcn he has fuch a Petitot of madame d'Olonne !
The Pompadour oﬁ'ercd xhxm fifty louis for it—Alack, fo would I!

-

o .
—TTTTET

LETTER IV,
7 : Cambridge, December 13, 1765,

1 AM very much obliged to you for the detail you enter into on the
fubject of your own hcalth in this you cannot be too circuniffntial for
me, who had received no account of you, but at fecond hand—fuch as, that
you werc.dangerouﬂy ill, and therefore went to France ; that you meant to
try a better climate, and therefore ftaid at Paris; that you had rclapfed
and were confined tq your bed, and extremely in vogue, and fupped in the
beft company, and were at gll public diverfipns. 1 rc_)oxcc to find (impro-
bable as it feemed) that all the wonderful part of this is ftriétly true, and
that the ferious - part_has been a little exaggerated.  This latter I conclude
not fo much. from your own account of yourfelf, as from the fpirits in
which 1 fee you writé ; and long may they continue te fupport you ! I mean
in a_reafonable dcgree of elevation: but if «(take notice) they are fo
vohtxlc, fo flippant, as to fuggeft any of thofe doctrines of health, which
you prcanh with all the zeal of a French atheift ; at leaft, if they really do
influence your pra@xce, I utterly renou them and all their works.
They ?qewrl Jpirits, and will lead you t‘dcﬁmé'tmn.-—You Jave long
built your hopes on temperance, you fay, and hardinefs. On the firft
ppmt we agaa,gwqd. Thc fecond has totally difappointed you, and t/4erefore

i T 9 you









362, LETTERS serween Tre Hon. HORACE WALPOLE

By what IE:B of their religious or rather irreligious opinions, you muft
not conclude #heir people of quality, atheifts—at leaft not the men—Happily
for them, poor fouls! they are not capable of going fo far into thinking.
They affent to a great deal, becaufe it is the fathion, and becaufe they
don’t know how to contradi®. They are athamed to defend the Roman
catholic religion, becaufe it is quite exploded ; but I am convinced they
believe it in their hearts, They hate the parliaments and the philofophers,
and are rejoiced that they may ftill idolize royalty. * At prefent too they
are a little triumphant : the court has fhown.a little fpirit, and the parlia-
ments much lefs : but as the duc de Cheifeul, who is very fluttering, un~
fertled, and inclined to the philofophers, has made a compromife with the
parliament of Bretagne, the parliaments might venture out again, if, as [
fancy will be the cafe, they are not glad to drop a caufe, of which they
began to be a little weary of the inconveniencies.

The generality of the men, and more than the generality, are dull and
empty. They have taken up gravity, thinking it was philofophy and
Englith, and fo have acquired nothing in the room of their natural levity
- and cheerfulnefs. However, as their high opinion of their own country
remajns. for which they can no longer affign any reafon; they are con-
temptuous and referved, inftead of being ridiculoufly, confequently pardon-
ably, impertinent. T have wondered, knowing my own countrymen, that
we had ‘attained fuch a fuperiority.—I ‘wonder. no longer; ‘und have a
little more refpeét for Englith Zeads than 1 had. oy iy oh

The women do not feem of the fame country : if they are lefs gay than
they were, they are more informed, enough to make them very converfa-
ble. T know fix or feven with very fuperior underftandings ; fome of them
with wit, or with foftnefs, or very good fenfe. kit iyt ke

: i -

Madame Geoffrin, of whom you have heard much, is a‘ujéxt’i‘aordinary
woman, with more comman fenfe than 1 almoft ever met with. ~ Great
/quicknefs in difcovering charaéters, penetration in going to the bottom of
. .them, and a pencil that veved fails in a likenefs—feldom a favourable one,
She exas and preferves, fpite of her birth and their nonfenfical preju-
dices about nobiﬁiy. geeat court and attention. This fhe acquires by a
thoufand little arts and offices of friendfhip ; and by a freedom and feverity,

: A RRRA
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which feems to be her fole end of drawing a concourfe tqf her ; for fhe
infifts on- feolding thofe fhe inveigles to her, She has little kafte and lefs
knowledge, but proteéts artifans and authors, and courts a few people to
have ithe credit: of ferving her dependents. . She was bred under the
famous madame Tenoiti; who advifed her never to refufs any.mag ; for,
faid' her ‘miftrefs, though ' nine in ten  thould not  care a fhrthing for you,
ﬁwm%ﬁwyfhve to be:an: ufeful friend. - She did not adopt or reject the
whole plan; but fnﬂy retained she purport of the maxim.  In fhort, the is
an .epitome  of empire, fubfifting by rewards and punithmentss . Her great
enemy, madame du Deffand, was for a fhort time miftrefs of the regent, is
now: very old and ftone blind, but retains all her vivacity, wit, memory,
judgment, paflions and agreeah)lenefs. She goes f0 operas, plays, fuppers,
and Verfailles; gives {fuppers twice a week ; has every thing new read to
her ; makes new fongs and epigrams; aye, admirably, and remembers every
one that has been made thefe fourfcore years. She correfponds with Vol-
taire, di¢tates charming letters to him, contradiéts him, is no bigot to him
orany body, and laughs both at the clergy and the philofophers.  In a dif-
pute, into which: fhe eafily falls, the is very warm, and yet fcarce ever in
the wrong : her judgment on every fubjeét is as juft as poffible ; on every .
~ point of conduét as wrong as poffible: for fhe is all love and hatrcd, paflion-
ate for her friends to enthufiafim, ftill anxious to be loved, I ddf"t “mean
by lovers, and a vehement enemy, but openly, As fhe can have no amufe-
Mbu& couverfation, the leaft folitude and ennui are infupportable to her,
and put her into the power of feveral worthlefs people, who cat her fup-
pers when they can gat nobady’s of higher rank ; wink to one another and
laugh at her ; hate her becaude fhe has forty simes more parts*-and venture
W«MWMM is not rich, .. She ha.a an old friend whem I muft
‘mention, a monfieur. Pondevelle, aughor of thp Fat _puni, and the Com-
plaifant, and of thofe pretty novels, the Comte de Cominge, the Sicge of
(Calais, and les Malheurs de '’Amour. Would nots you expeét this old
man to be very agreeable? . He can be fo, but feldom is: yet he has ano-
-rent and. very pmuﬁpg talgnt, the art of parody, and 1s
E;I% cqtp)gof'tales to tﬁe tunes of long dances:
inftance, he has : f{s ‘Daphnis and Chloe to one, a’éd
 ten times More ecenf But is' o ¢ d and ﬁn&s it fo wel tHat it is=
_permitted in all comps ies. Hehas fuce ds 1 ﬁmbﬂ?:gﬁlz h éres
nch he as a tdwor tha ec araé}rrs
K “ \ da?ﬂhazﬂ } Q&P AR Of
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of Tove. XVl all il e has tiot the Teaft idea of cheerfulnefs in cotver-
fation ; feldor\ fpeaks but on grave fubjets, and not often on them ; is-a

humourift, , very fupercilious, and wrapt up in admtrﬂmn of his DW!IW
as the only judge of his merit. His air and loqk are cold as ing 3 but

afk him to fing, or praife his works, his eyes ‘and {miles open and b

up.” In fhort, I can fhow him to yvu. ‘the felf-applatding poet in Ho-
garth’s Rake’s Progrefs, ‘the fecond prmt, is"fo’ﬁk - his“veryofeatures and
very wig, that youweuld" Eucwﬂum biy ”‘!t', ‘you came hither—for he
ccrtamly will not go to yaﬁ o s B S 1

Madame de Mzrepoxx s underfhndx is .excellent of the ufeful kind,
and can be fo when fhe pleafes of thc agreeable kind.  She has read, but
feldom thows it, and has perfect tafte. Her manner is cold, but very civil;
and fhe conceals even the blood of Lorrain, without ever forgetting it..
Nobody in Frauce knows the world better, and m!body is pe:‘fdnﬂy fo :
well with the kmg ‘She is falfe, artful, and" mfmﬁutmg beyond
when it is her intereft, but indolent and a coward. She never had any
paffion but ganiing, and always lofes. For ‘ever paying court, the folc
* produce of a life of art is to get money from the king to carry on a courfe
of payine debts or contraéting new ones, which fhe ‘difcharges as faft as
fhe is able. She advertifed devotion to get made dame'du palais to the
queen ; and the very next day this princefs ‘of Lorrain was feen riding
~ backwards with madame: ‘paﬁmn'mfhc!mwf‘s ‘coach. WMMg
was ftabbed and heanqy‘fn rened, the miftrefs: took. a panic o, and con-
fulted d"Argenfon, whqther hadnn‘t ‘beft make off in time. ‘He hated

her, andAfa.s}d,.By anmpaq;. 1&1 dame de Mirepoix advifed her to flay.

g reco 9 A1Egeide mﬂsbmiﬂleé a&hmle
i Miom ,-““wghaq’; gnonﬁcurrdc Mmem wﬁmhom'
fam much acquainted, 2 25 ene of the %*ﬁﬁﬂd‘%ﬂ%moach
to good ones,. and who hu:ktly for us was MgMWW &mp-

Y fugpéﬁaw Ve\:ﬁu 69. "y by
- ftored, the miftrefs g&gw* "
‘m&umcda Chateauroux, - Maurepas is very agreeable, “and -exo |
T ‘ : chccrful»
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: e -need not 'tg!’ y&:"tﬁ&ﬁhe Towger is galant, and
The upper is very fenfible too, ‘and has ‘a meafured
loquence tha.t is Juﬁ and leaﬁng—but all is {poiled by an vnrelaxed atten-
tion to applaufe. = You wot'rld ﬂun‘k the was always ‘f“tt’iﬁg for her picture to

her hmwpher s BT i :

oo Wit M
hfc -ls“‘a&ﬁer&n :fx:bm all the reft. Her undcrﬁandmg is
L finel ?f ant tha.,t bt tﬁc refult of reflection. Her
anc &3‘ gh af;avantc without any declared
t})e ; M'_" ‘monficur de Nivernois, for you mutk
bel %&q"m&m yiC J;aﬂ in ihcu' novcls It requires the
great curiofity, or the. habxi:ude,to difcov er the fmalleft conneétion
betwm‘:th fcxa hene. No. fq.mdmm.y, but uuder the veil of friendfhip,
is permitted, and love’s dictionary is as much prohibited, as at firft fight one
thould think his ritual was. AH you hear, and that pronounccd with non-
chalance; is, that mon/ieur M has had _madame une telle. . Sperduc de
Mhaxpam anJ ylrit,es at ‘the top of the ocrc,‘ﬁut, as maMc
Mﬂ»« ofays, is mangué par tout; guerrier manqué, mb{ﬂ'«dewr man-
gn{, m‘ d’affaires mamgt;l, and auteur mangae‘-——nq, he 1s not homme
de naiffance mangué., He would tln.hk f‘rcc1 ‘but has fome ambition of be-
qgm;em ;hc d:nphg, d is’ murc afraid ‘of his wife and daughter,
who are lic ?2; former cut-chatters the duke of New-
o : Gifors, M Mr. Pbtﬁl doquwae in

‘}ﬂr(‘.’»‘. ‘!J A | "

i one of thm hem,.m not
Titelg j'"'m‘wmm, which not

sfincapable, has a hefitation ‘and
hs q@( Em&;‘fimﬂ lh! former of
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1 the moft turn and pmprwtyafexpwﬂion Oh! it is the gentleft,
amiable, civil, little creature that ever came out of a fairy egg ! 8o juft in
its. phrafes and thoughts, fo attentive and good-natured ! Every ;body loves
it, but its hufband, who pxefcrs his own fifter the duchefle de Grammont,
an amazonian, fierce, haughty dame, who loves and hates nrblt«ran.ly, and is
detefted. Madame de Choifeul, paffionately fond of her hufband, was the
‘martyr of this union, but at laft fubmitted with a good grace; has gained a
little credit with hxm, and is {till believed to 1dohzc him—But I doubt xt-!hc
takes too mueh pains to profefs it. i e it |

I cannot finith my h{t thhout adding a much more common chara@ler—
but more completé in its kind than any of the foregoing, the marechale
-de Luxembourg. She has been very handfome, very abandoned, and very
mifchievous. -~ Her beauty is gone, ‘her’ lovers are gone, and fhe thinks the
devil is coming.  This deje@ion has foftencd her into being rather agree-
able, for the has wit and good-breeding; but you would fear, by the reft-
Teffnefs of her perfon and the horrors fhe cannot conceal, that fhe had
figned the compaét, and expeQted to be called upon ina week for the pcr-

formancc
-

I could add many pitures, but none fo remarkable. In thofe I fend you,
there is not a feature beftowed gratis or exaggerated. For the beauties, of
which there are a few confiderable, as mefdames de Brionne, de”Monaco,
et d'Egmont, they have not yet loft ;th’cir chafagters,' Hoe getvany:-*f. '

You muft not attribute my ntuna wkth Paris to curiofity alone. An
accident unlocked the doors for me. t pay e-ﬁar-tout, called the fathion,
has made them fly open—and what do you think was that fafhion ?*—1 my-
{elf—Yes, like queen Elinor in the ballad, I funk at Charing-crofs, and have
rifen in the fauxbourg St. Germain. A Jlaifanterie on Rouffeau, whofe ar-
rival here in his way to you brought me acquainted with many anecdotes
«conformable to the idea I had conceived of him, got about, was liked much
more than it deferved, {pread like wild-fire, and mademe;the fubjec of con-
verfatxon Rouffean’s dcvqtces ere oﬁ'eqded . ;\l de Boufflers, with

"4 tone of fentiment, and the afcents of lamentin ‘humanity, abufed me
heartily, and then complained t myfelf with the utmoﬂ: foftnefs, I adted
«contrition, but had like to have ﬁ:oxled all, by growing dreadfully tired of a

fecond




- fecond leure from the prince of Conti, who took up the Hall, and made
~ himfelf the hero of a hiftory wherein he had nothing to do. | 1 liftened, did
not underftand half he faid (nor he neither), forgot the reft, faid Yes when I
thould have faid No, yawned when I fhould have fmiled, and was very
penitent when I thould have rejoiced at my pardon. Madame de Boufflers
was more diltrefled, for he owned twenty times more thaf I had faid : fhe
frowned, and made him figns ; but fhe had wound up his clack, and there
was no ftopping it. The, moment fhe grew angry, the houfe of the lord
ew charmed, and it has been my fault if [ am notat thehead of a nu-
~merous feét :—but when I left @ triumphant party in England, I did not
come hither to be at the heag of a fathion. However, I have been fent for
a‘bdﬁfﬁkc an African prince or a learned canary-hird, and was, in particular,
carried by force to the princefs of Talmond, the queen’s coufin, who lives
in'a charitable apartment in the Luxembourg, and was fitting on a {mall bed
hung with faints and Sobiefkis, in a corner of one of thofe vaft chambers, by *
two blinking tapers. T ftumbled over a cat, a foot-ftool, and a chamber-pot in
my journey to her prefence. She could not find a fyllable to fay to me, and
the vifit ended with her begging a lap-dog., Thank the Lord! though this
4s the firlt month, it is the laft week, of my reign; andI fhall refign my,
crown with great fatisfaition to a bouillie of chefnuts, which is juft invented,.
and whofe annals will be illuftrated by {o many indigeftions, that*Paris will
not wang any thing elfe thefe three weeks. I will cm;lofc the fatal letter *
after I have finifhed this enormous one ; to which I will only add, that no-
thing hasipterrupted my Sevigné-refearches but_‘thc fro&.. ‘The abbé de
Malesherbes has given me full power to ranfack Livry. I did not tell you,
that by great accident, whea 1 thought on-noth}ng lefs, 1 ftumbled on an
original picture of the comte de Grammont» Adieu! Youare generally in
“London in March : I fhall be there by the end of it. "

¥ it
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again (indeed 1 tould hardly be faid to have md it be ftﬁ; %5. ‘

and with pleafure. Your fecond edition is fo rap n its grngr
will now hardly anfwer any purpofe to tell y “gwhet my Wi olyggw

£ 3t mn ui? m L ke

or thofe of other pcople. Certain it is, that,
but what <we think, is mﬁ ca{ly to cm
fuccefs, to kamﬁxc Jud t of Ilie tow. ltcﬁ
*thofe of more competent jﬁdgcs. ifihcy 'l.qu
name write againt you, wegwc yw
ourfelves, and not wit ticul:
for (the truth is) weread only modem boaks.wd 1e pamp
J have h:‘.arduoh;c&cd,dha)wmffa doubhmddxﬁcult.ms, not fa
tisfy them by telling us what was really the cafe. . Thave heard you charged
awith dxirefpa& to the king of Pruffia; and abovc all to king thham and
- the revolution. - Thefe are fbmﬂy the moft fenfible t:hm;‘s 1 l?wc'hcard ﬁ“iv :
il all tlm 1 can reagkh& lfyou plwfe to )uif’lfyuymﬁ'e yoq W :

My ‘own obije re 11
curacies o?'ﬁ:ﬁk, whadt it
T could point ¢ out feveral
think it can ferve aﬁy P e
they often @ﬁ&pc me, partly becaute
partly becaufe from hlbltl wder :
beata lofs. VLRI AL

~~m1‘o'yourf“'
clearnefs a ﬁ eviden
fcart:é'. © Yet 1 ftill fufpect Richa
ihcbard wo, hough ‘the thrqhe were 1
ﬂ:ﬂﬁoedm‘eheﬁnﬂﬁ’ y mjght well |
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and imprifoned once before, he had regained his liberty, and hn} crown ; and
was ftill adered by the people. I fhould think, from the wond tyramni, the
paflage was written after Richard had affumed the crown: but, if it was
earlier, does not the bare 1mputat10n imply very early fufpicions at leaft of
Richard’s bloody nature, efpecially in the mouth of a perfon that was no
cndmy to the houfe of York nor friend to that of Beaufort {

' That the duchefs of Burgundy, to try the temper of the nation, fhould

et up a falfe pretender to thesthrone {when the had the true ditke of York
m'hcr hands), and that the queen mbther (knowing her fon was alive) thould
countenance that defign, is a pigce of policy utterly incomprehenfible ; bcmg

the moft likely means to ruin their own fcheme, and throw a juft fufpicion

of fraud and falfehood on the caufe of truth, which chry could not fail to
feize, and turn to his own advantage

Mr. Hume's firft query, as far as relates to the queen-miother, will (il

have fome weight. Is it probable, fhe thould give her eldeft daughter to -

Henry, and invite him to claim the crowny unlefs fhe had been fure that
her fons were then dead? As to her {eeming confent to the match betwee

Elizabeth and Richard, the and her daughters wére in his power, which ap-
peared now well fixed, his enemics’ defigns within the kingdom being every
where defeated, and Henry unable to raife any confiderable force abroad.

She was timorous and hopelefs ; or the might diffemble, in order to cover her
fecret dealings with Richmong ; and if this.were the cafe, the hazarded little,
fuppofing Richard to drﬂ'emblc too, and never to have thought ferioufly of
ma.rrymghtsniccc. R .}

Another unaccountable thing is, that Richard, a prince of the houfe of
York, undoubtedly brave, clear-fighted, artful, attentive to bufinefs ; of
‘boundlefs generofity, as appears from his grants ; juft and merciful, as his

laws and his pardons feem to teftify; having fu bdued the queen and her

hated fation, and been called firft to the proteQorfhip and then to the crown
by the body of the nobility and by the parliagfent; with the common peo-
ple m&mnd;(,#s Carte often aflerts), and'havifhg nothing againit him but the
illegitimate family of his brother Edward, aad the attainted houf@ of Cla-
rence (both ofthem within his power) ;—tha\!fuch & man fhould fee within
a few months Buckmgham,hw beft friend, and almoft all the fouthern and

VOL. V. < Bbb weftern
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weftern courkies on one day in’arms againft him ; that, having feen all
thefe infurre@ions come to nothing, he fhould march with a gallant army
againft a handful of needy adventurers, led by a fugitive, who had not the
fhadow of a title, nor any virtues to recommend him, nor any
firength to depend on ; that he thould be betrayed by almoft all his ms,
and fall a facrifice ,--all this is to me ‘utterﬂy' mpmble; and Ido mtm ‘
expect to fec it accounted for. e P Sl

l'?.,<¢,

it
W S

I take this opportumty to tell you, that .Aigarotn (atl fee in thc pew
edition of his works printed at hcghom) being employed to buy pléans
for the king of Poland, purchafed among others the famous Holbein, that
was at Venice. It don’t appear that he knew any thing of your book : yet
he calls it the conful Me eyer and his famz{y, as if it were then kaown lm hc
fo in that city.  * X, : PR R o)

A young man here, who is a diligent rcadcr_- 6f-;ybur b’ooks, an anﬁ_qua.ry,
and a painter, informs me, that at the Red-lion inn at Newmarket is a
piece of tapeftry containing the very defign of your marriage of Henry the ~
fixth, only with feveral more figures in it, both men and women ;  that he
wouJd have bought it of the pcople, but they refuﬁd l’é part’ thh it.

‘Mr. Mafou, who is here, deﬁrcs to prefcnt hls refpeéh to yqu He fays,
 that to efface from our annals the hiftory of any tyrant is to-do an effen-
tial injuty to mankind : but he forgives it, becauﬁ; m hzve thgwn Henry
the feventh tobe a greater dcvxl ‘than thhard' g it
Pray do not be out of hu?nour When yon ﬁrﬂ: cotmnenced an author,
you cxpofed yourfelf to pit, box and gallery Any coxcomb in the world
may come in and hifs, if he pleafes ; aye, and (what is almoft as baﬁ) clap
too, and you cannet hinder him. I faw a little fquib fired a'; ypn in a
newipaper by fome of the lmg/'c qf Yoré fcr fpeakmg b i

lors., - Adxcu ks
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YOU. we fent me a long and very obliging letter, and yet T am ex-
emely out of humour with you. Ifaw poems by Mr. Gray advertifed :
I aﬂg&&m&ly at Dodfley’s to kpow if this was to be more than a' new edi-
mi He was mot at hpmc himfelf, but his foreman told mg he thought
there were fome hew picces, : and notes to the whole. It was very unkind,
not only to goqut of town w1thout mentxomng them to me, without thow-
ing them to me, but not to* ﬁy a word of them in this letter. Do you
thnk lam md!.ﬁ'crent, or not curious, about what' you write { T have ceafed
to afk you, becaufe you ‘have fo loug refufed to fhow me any thing. * You
could not fuppofe I thought that you' never write. No; but T concluded

d;dnnt intend, at leaft yet, to publith what you had written. As you

-dxd intend it, T might have expected a month’s preference. You will do

me the juftice to own that I had always rather bhave feen your writings
than have fhown you mine; which you know are the moft hafty trifles i in_
the world, and which, though 1 may be fond of the fubject when freth, 1"
conitantly forget in a verp fhort time after they are publithed. Phis ?vould
found lnke affectation to others, but will not to you. It would be affected,
even to you, to fay I am indifferent to fame——TI certainly am not, but 1
am ipdxﬁ'ercnt to almoft any thing I have done to acquire it. The greater
part are mere compilations ;* and no wonder they are, as you fay, incorret,
when they are commonly writsen with pcoptc  the room,as Richard and the
Noble Authors were, But I doubt there is & more intrinfic fault in them ;
whnch is, that 1 cannot correét them. If I write tolerably, it muft be at

: once cari neither ' mend nor add. The articles of ford Capel and lord

B

rborough, in the fecond edition of the Noble Authors, coft me more
le than all the reft’ together : and you may perceive that the worft
partgf-.Rlchard in point of eafe and ﬁylc, ig what relates to the papers

gave me on Jane Shore, becaufe it was,tacked on fo long afterwards,

“and when un tus was chilled. 1f fomd time or other you will take
the troy
: t*()"“ au

b B

"_éml 11 meddle no moréywith it. It has taken its fate ;

ble ¢ »‘Wh out the maccuraa%:’of it, T fhall be mugh obliged

% v"ﬁ‘b"?:'ﬁmplam. I found it vas condemnéd indeed before
ol » i hand,
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hand, wlnch was- ‘what I alluded to. Since publication (as has hﬂppehed to
me bcforc) thc fucceﬁ has gone’beydnd my expe&atmn.

. Not only at Cambndge, but here, there havc been pe0plc wxfe enOUgh to
_think me too frec with the king of Pruffia! A newfpaper has talked
of my known inveteracy to hxm.—-—Truly, I love him a§ well as I 'do moft

kings. The greater offence is my reflection on lord Clar¢nd6n 1t is for-
gotten that I had overpraxfea him beforé, Pray turn to the new State
Papers, from which, s 75 faid, he compofed his hiftory. You will find they
are the papers from which he did 7ot compofe his hiftory. And yet I ad-
mire my lord Clarendon more than thefe pretended admirers do. But I do
not intend to juﬁxfy myfelf. 1 can as little fatisfy thofc who complam
that I do not let them know what really did happen. If this mquu'y can
ferret out any truth, I fhall be glad. -1 have picked up a few more circum-
ftances. 1now want to know what Perkin Warbeck’s proclamahon was,,
which Speed in ‘his hiftory fays is preferved by bithop Leflie.  If you look
in Speed, perhaps you*will be able to affift me.

The dukc of Richmend and lord Lytteltpn cgrcc with you, that I have
not difculpated Richard of the murder of Henry VI. I own to you, it is
the crime of which in my own mind I believe him | moft guiltles. Had I
thought he committed it, I fhould never have takcn the troublesto apolo-
gize for the reft, 1am not at all pofitive or obﬁmate on your other ob-
je&ions, nor know cxp&ly what 1 believe on many pomts of this ftory.
And 1 am fo fincere, that, except a few notes hereafter, I fhall leave thc
matter to be fettled or dxfcuﬁ'cd by others, As you have written much
too little, 1 have written a great deal too much, and think only of finifhing
the two or three other things I have begun—and of thofe, nothing but the
laft volume of paintegs is defigned for the prefent public. W’hat has one
to do when turned fifty, b}(lt really think of }n;fﬁmg Fre ¥

tc:;d by Mr, Mafagp gwbatlony | lg:r

1 am much obliged and

LT MY 181

ticularly by having. had dmoﬁ he fame ou

<ple need not be angry Rmhandrsgl hm nat*dﬂmnﬁcd,thr
fund of hatred, I'have ‘only lr%l‘g:recdm from: Richard to Henry Y Well,
but 1 have found ypn\élofe W, n—No doubt, ery &mmnﬁL by 1£dnle-

(4
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mmﬁ come out '=——Oh ! ne~—Ileave us, both of you, to Auna.bellas
and Epiftles to Ferney, ;ha;,vgmc Voltaire an_account of his ownm
dies, to Macarony fables that are more unintelligible than Pilbay's are in the
‘ougznal, to Mr. Thornton’s hurdy-gurdy poetry, and to Mr. —, who
has imitated himfelf worfe than any fop in 4 magazine ‘would have done.
In truth, if you thould abandon us, 1 could not wonder—When Garrick's
__prologues and epilogues, his own Cymons and farces, and the comedies of

_the fools that pay court to hun are the delight of the age, it dées not do-
ferve any thing better. A 2

: Pray read the new account of Corfica. What relates to Paoli wdl amufe
you much, There is a deal “about the ifland and its divifions that one does
‘not care a ftraw. for. The author, Bofwell, is a ftrange being, and, like
———, hasa rage of knowing any body that ever was talked of. He
forced himfelf upon me at Paris in {pite of my teeth and my doors, and I
fee has given a foolith account of all he could pick up from me about king
Theodore. - He then took an antipathy to me on Roufleau’s account,
abufed me in the newfpapers, and exhortgd Rouffeau to do fo too : but as
he came to fec me no more, I forgave all the reft. 1 fee he now isa httlc
fick of Rouffeau himfelf, but I hope it will not cure him of his anges o
me. However, hns book will T am fure cntcrtam Yot Sy L

1 will "ald but a word or two more. I am criticized for the expreffion
tinker w]tv, in the prcface Is this one of thofe that you objeét to? 1 own
I think fuch a Jow expreffion, placed to ridicule an abfurd inftance of wife
folly, very forcible. Replace it with an elevated word or phrafe, and to
my conception it becomes as flat as poﬂible .

Gcorgc éclwyn ﬁys I may, if 1 pleafe,” write hxﬁom doubts on thc pre-

Ent duke of G too. Inde:d thcy would be douhts, for I know nothmg
cettunlp
g“lmlclojkwiéi &ﬂﬁ—fndeed?— lng, of ‘h; wats, revolutions, fations; and
N8 dou ' other chufes oceafioned thefe defeéls in ancient
‘tew i 2 Chrmdogylndaﬁtomnyuefmd

i p and nmcihuweﬂuxheycan

“win ’
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WMW@M%M&M: ‘into Eeflie:
Perkift's proclgmation is there, maamxmm mhmxd‘ tm mu‘
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{ have written in fuchn &ufry, 1 belmymﬂl ﬁ:arca be able to und my
iaﬁ:er—t-—ahd as T have juft been wmng. Frcmih; perhaps the fenfe may not
be clearer than thewntmg Mxen S, SO TR FRRN
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I‘O your friendly accufatxon, I am glnd I.can plcad n.ot gudty wu.h a fafe
confcience. Dodfley told me in the {pring that the plates from Mr. Bent-
# ley’s defigns were worn out, and he wanted to have them copied and re-
: duced toa fimaller feale fora pew edition. 1 diffuaded him from fo filly an
expence, afid defived he would put inno ornamentsat all. The Leng Stary
was to be totally omitted, as its only ufe (that of explammg the prints) was
gone: but to fupply-the place of it in bulk, left my worés fhoulll be mif-
taken for the works of a flea, or a pifimire, I promifed to fend lypxwm equal
weight of poetry or profe : fo, fince my return hither, I put up about two
ounces of ftuff'; viz. The Fatal Sifters, The Defcent of Odm (of both
which you have copies), a bit‘of fomething from the Welch, «aml certain
little notes, partly from juftice (to acknowledge the debt, where I had  bor-
rowed any thmg), partly from ill temper, juit to tell the gmﬁo mdcr, that
Edward 1. was not Olwer Cromwell, nor queen Elizabeth the witch of
Endor. This is literally all ; and with all this I fhall be but a fhrimp of an
author. I gave leave alfo print the fameé thing mthgom but I doubt -
my packet hlsmﬂ'caﬁnd. for % hear. mthngnﬁmmmmas Wa’*ﬁ,hm
you fay to me fo mwﬂy;!h.t [ough wmm;l:@y in. mmm;ds

{like the pamphletéer;‘whoém ging to confute you out of
What has one to do, whmt._ nea %fm Mmﬁy to mgf ithi
“However, I will be candid (fol you feem to be fo with me), and avow.to

you, that till fourfcore&indntém -whenever sthe. WMM, Trwill
vmte, i
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write, becaufe T like it ; MW& hkwmﬁlfbm:r when I do fo, If
‘ ‘much, it is becaufe I cannot. Alyouhwonot this laft plea,
I fetmmfm whyvyouﬂmuld not continue as long as it is agreeable to
yourfelf, toall fuch as have any curiofity or judgment in the fubjeéts
WWWW By the way let me tell you (while it is frefh) that
dwich, wh ;,whw%dxmqgut&mhmlge. {peaking (as I am told)
Whﬁm book, faid, it was pity you did not know that his coufia
Manchefter had a genealogy of the kings, Which came down no lower than
‘Richard J11. and at the end of it were two portraits of Richard and his
fon, hiﬂhmb that king appeareds to be a handfome man. I tell you it as I
hm& it: fﬂw gy thmk it worth enqmnng into.

I have looked into Speed and Laﬂxe. It appcars very odd, that Speed in
the fpeech he makes for P. Warbet.’k addrefled to James 1V. of Scotland,
fhould three times cite the manufcript proclamation of Perkin, then in the
: haﬁ pf fir Robert Cotton; and yet when he gives us the proclamation
wards (on occafion of the infurreétion in Cornwall) he does not cite
any fuch manufeript.  In Cafley’s Cataloge of the Cotton Library you may
fee whether this manufcript proclamation flill exifts or not: if it does, i
‘may be found at the Mufeum. Leflic will give you no fatisfaction at all :
thou " no fubjeét of England, he could not write freelyon thi® malter, as

"titl  of Mary his ‘miftrefs to the crown of England was derived from
ry VII. ' Accordingly, he every where treats Perkin as an im-
" gﬁb Jhyet drops feveral little expreflions inconfiftent with that fuppoﬁuon.
has prcﬁ:n"»'edJ no proclamation : - he only puts a fhort fpeech into Per-
“kin’s mouth, the fubftance of which is taken by Speed, and tranflated in the
“end of b&, ‘which is a good deal louger : the whole matter is treated by
‘thc very owqﬂ'ei and ﬁvpﬂﬁomﬂy 1 can eafily traufcnbc ity if you
pl&a{e'- but I‘d«imo%(;ee that it could mfwar any pwpo{u ‘
v Sk Prrhd ¢ adu .AM 4T e t
"M ngﬂ’a booh X! wm to recozn 4 nd to you, whcn I rezcwqd
your lette jf‘j?.*khsp!eafed and mcd me fangely, all (I mean) that re-
o Paoli. - rn two thoyhund years after bis time ! The
what 1 dlwaynm_n wuied, that any fool may write a
ok *by cha ‘\f‘hewiﬂﬂnl}‘ﬁeﬂ us MEMGIM {any
£ Mr. B A mﬁphﬂ; (ulpicion, becaufe
o 1% mmlﬂ of this part

1 had
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I had been told of a ‘manufeript in Benet- '+ the infeription of itis ©
Irmemrmm F; m Smm: Simeonis u&g«u l{#m«mnt,,x 322, - Would . . z
not one think this fhould promife fomething ? They were two Francifean.
friars that came from Ireland, and pafled through Wales to London, to Can~
tcrbury, to Dpve;, ‘and fo to France in their way to Jerufalem. Aﬂgﬂm
relates to our own country has been tranfcribed for me, and (forry am I to
fay) fignifies not a halfpenny : only this. little bit might mﬂdm«hmgpw
next edition of the Painters:  Ad aliud aput*m\éuam Mﬂjmﬁ\
monafterium ‘nigrorum- “monachorum nomine«Weftmonafterium, in ‘i"“
conftanter et communiter omnes reges Angliz fuwmmwum mo-
nafterio quafi immediaté conjungitur illud famofiffimum spah&nn regis, m
quo eft illa wlgata ‘camera, in Cujus pnnenbus funt omnes hiftorize bellice 1
totius Bibliz ineffabiliter depicte, atque in Gallico completiffime et perfec-

e tifimé confcnpta, in non modicd i mtu:nnum admiratione et maxun& regah
macrmﬁcenuﬁ. , o e i R G R g i RS _:: doonc oo e
GG RS s s B e Py
1 have had cettam bbfcrvattons on )tmr Royal and Noble Authon ‘given
me to fend you perhaps about theee years ago : laft week I found them in a
~Jrawer, and (my conicience being traubled) now enclofe them to m mi o
have even fprgot whofctheiare. IR R ,’,j i ’a;zz'
, R

I haite b alfo toldof a pa(fugeun Ph de Commas, wlnch (if you lmow)

ought uot to have been pafled over. = The: bOOk“M ‘at hand #t pneﬁm.

i y »

and I muft conclude my letter. Adxea! R 0 e, AR e B
~ ) : ( “--f- 3 rw\’l‘ * "‘?‘ ,\?f‘ 33 {\ "‘m i
i S Iam cbgrymgs X
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1 PLAGUE you to death,
‘be very glad to fee in print, a

#ncient odes ; but I was m.bp, ;
feen. Iam forry thcre are notd

'{té huvc«iMu Mhre wcuhy &gsm 5
ﬂm ne piec tqmmmm

e wf':‘it e iR
u-:‘ Vo108 - e i rl"‘(’“ﬂqr/\bwﬂ)\f’w T

1 troubled you about Pcﬂx.ilx;ﬁs prochmatxon. bccaufe Mr. Home ldys great -
, \ | Sy b T ARl




Perkin a?ﬁrmed lmbrotherwas lulled, i

#e

e been .Mw%wwmam of York. “Mr. Hume would

perfus mmm proclamation is in Stowe, but I can find no fuch

5 nor, w "‘wh&e}mwsum!ogue, ‘which T have twice

'+ but he, T believe, thinking I enquired with the
nd.. , Whether he is difpleafed that I have plucktd a hair

bo .;(,';1,,1.w {miled, as I muft do when 1 find one party is angry

Wﬂmmwm &.%;and tbc aeher on lmd Clareadon s account.
AR Wiy 4 Ao

Theﬂuﬁuv advcmﬁad 1s thhm s, who is funous that I have taken no
of ks Hiftory, Il take as little of his pamphlct but his end

: “hie fells that and one or two copies of his Hiftory.. Mr.
Humﬂmm has drawn up an anfiver too, which I fhall fee, and, if I
get him to publith ; for, if I fhould ever choofe to fay any thing
is fubjec, 1 had rather reply to him than to hackney-writers :—g0

more fequ;f

carefully. ~ 1 wrote to fir David Dalrymple in Scotland, to
t, becaufe T would produce it if I could, though it ﬂwnl;l i

ry drily, that it was publifhed at York, and was not to be

e theu' gmdthxﬁm:hna or whether, as 1 fufpeét, he is of~ '.
g Williams  this reply was all the notice he took of my letter -

the latter, indeed, I never will reply. A few notes I have todd that will
be very matgrial ;. and I'wifh to get fome account of a book that was once .
fold at Ofborn’s, ’lbstmiﬂ:pthps:t Cambridge, and of which I found a
. memorandum t'other day in my note-book. It ’is called A paradox, or

0T ﬁat Rlchlfd lll by fir Wllharﬁ Cornwalhs If )Qu could difcover
‘ ,xk\pgmhvobltzédwm BT e

LordSmdwwh, vmh wbomﬂwvo not excbanged aﬁﬂnble ﬁncc the general
warrants, very obligingly fent me an account of the roll at Kimbolton; and
fince, at mydeﬁreg barrowed’?tﬁr-me and fent it tb town *. It is as

Gt YOR decay

;_but by what Ifcan read of it (for it is
, aé 1s nota r‘ ! of kings, but of all that

as. "« How, or wherefore, T dy niot Yadw;’ but?am&ngﬁ

offefied of, or been earls of Warwick': ar have not - - for o of
Al ‘;%Im ecga it was Ww& &nd iﬂtﬁ W!ﬁm f

AL 3 v 2 \'
. * From 1l t '@m;t,ommw&:mwu, now ﬁrﬁ pub-
lithed in this e M&Lm; Mtwrmx Rl M i
4 ViRV, 2 C ¢ c vl concludc&
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478 LETTERS serween rur Hon, HORACE WALPOLE
concludes, - He is there again with his wife and fon, and Edward IV. and

- Clarence and his wife, and Edward their fon ' (who unluckily is a little old
- man), and Margaret countefs of Salifbury, their daughter——But why do 1
fay with thefe ? There is every body elfe too—and what is moft mep;oria
. ous, the habits of all the times are admirably well dmma from the moft
favage ages. Each figure is tricked with a pen, well ‘drawn, but ‘ne ‘
«coloured nor thaded. Richard is ftraight, but thinner ﬁhgn pfyg:rh\t; his hm
fhort, and exaétly curled in the fame manner; not fo ixmﬁ’fomw as mine,
but what one might really believe intended for the fame pounwnincj as
drawn by a different painter, e!iabcxaﬂly when fo fmall for the qures in
general are not fo long as oné's finger. His queen is ugly, and with juft
fuch a fquare forcheatl as in my print, but I cannot fay like it. Nor,
indeed, where forty-ﬁve figures out of ﬁﬁ:y (I have not counted the liumf)er)
muft have been imaginary, can ane lay great firefs on the five. 1 fhall,
‘however, have thefe figures copied, efpecially as I know of no other image
of the fon. Mr. Aftle is to come to me to-morrow mornmg to cxphm the,
! wntmg :

1 wxﬂx you had told me in whut age yonr mefcan fmrs ln‘ed md _
what the paﬁ'age in Comines is. I am very readyeb makc amende hono-
rable. : : Hig i

~ Thank you for the notes on the Noble Authors. Thzy {fiall be mfertod
when I make a new edition, for the fake of the trouble the perfon has .
taken, though they are of little mfequcucc. Dogdfley has afked me for a .
new edition ; but I have hgtle heart to undertake fuch work, no#hore than
to mend my old linen, It is pity one cannot be born an -ancxcnt. and hawc
commentators to do fuch ;obs for one' Adxeu! PAGhY 41

- On readin cvermm ‘again this mo ng, i do ﬁn@tbe qge in
wibiidh thefmrskwd-—dmdmdwrmm,ﬁnhahuuy 4 think I
mxthe.r know what I read or fay. 3 g et
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“LETTERS rrom ﬂ‘ﬁouas GR&Y

_ fomc mormn,gﬂhxlc he is there ; and (if  you fhall think it wérth winl
to dcfccnd to. pumculars) 1 {bould be glad you wguld tell me very freel
your opmmu ‘about it ; for he fhall know nothing of the matter, that is
not fit for the ears of a_render pareut—-—;thnugh, by the way, he Bils inge-
" nuity and merit enough, (whatevér his drama may have) to bear: hearing
his faults very,patiently. I muft only beg you not to ﬁmw xt, mwh lefs
let it be copied ; for it will be pubhﬂ?cd theugh not as. % ;

I do not expeét any ore edmons as 1 have ap md in more
zines than one. The chief crra:q Wsm; fabred bo qr dor jwrat, hidde
for kindred (in fpite of dukes and claflicks) ; and frownming as in feorn for
Smiling. 1 humbly pmpofc, for the benefiv of Mr. Dodfley and his ma-
trons, that take awake for a verb, that they fhould read afleeps, and all will
‘be right®. Gil Blas is the Lying Yalet in five afts. The fine lady has
half.adozén good lines dnfperfe& irit.  Pompey is the hafty produ&xon of

. a Mr. Coventry (coufin to him you knew), tyouug ciergyman I found it
" out by three charaéters, which once made part of a .comedy that he thowed
“me of his own writing. Has that miracle of tendernefs and ﬁy‘%ﬂx{y (as
ﬂw calls it) lady Vaﬂe given jou any amufement ¢ Péregrme, ‘whom the
" ufes as a vehicle, is wvery poor indeed with a few exceptions. In ;‘he hﬁ
voleme is a charaéter of Mr. Lyttdlton, under the name oﬁé’d’ﬂmg" crag,
and a parody 8f part of his Mbnody, und&r thdﬁqtioho a oral on
death of‘hm gnndmofher. i A
;g I am even ;wrs‘,

& «
"»5":’»»' ik il

: N Nov Tu:ﬂqy Mﬁdge
IT is a misfortune to me to beat a dlﬁanee from both of Zan at prefent.
A letter can give one fo tittle idea of fuch matters ! e wR Y lways
believed well of his heart and temper, n,nd,youlg ac yﬁq,& R;lp{; Jﬁtﬁay

Joatl

 areas they ﬂmuﬂbc, 1 Iheuld h“‘w edted ever

e 'Of&hemcgymthgchmb-m\
* The verfe to which he alludes is: i ;'.-;;4 AR
~ «Ev'n from the tomb the umwﬂ 524

“ Ev'n in our aﬂm live omn?‘&a#




mm nct wu POLE. 389
’ el ple one, you'll Ecrhaps fay), thag if
‘ 1'!'fmxie tobrca ing, it is for want
wlthout w:tncﬁ'es or me-

: %3? " ? it *ihﬁﬁ as’ t(i Mr. Lyttc[ton s Elcgy, though Tlove
tle as f it were all like the fourth ftanza, 1
” ple: gf. amre an forroW, and tep&e&ueﬁ, are, the

 {uch things ; - ndsfomething of thefe I find in feveral parts
1 the orange-t ‘ 3 poqucal nrqameuts are foreign to the purpofe,

ouly thow a man is not forry ,-—-»gnd devotion worfe ; for it teaches
at he ought not to be forry, which s all the pleafure of the, thing.
aye to turn youx wgafhercqclg e contrary way. Your pr&le 1
w0t feen a great m\d Mﬂt M. is not in the way to give me a
| be fure all the world will be pleafed
'M% head, 'fd-?“ don’t care to mend
¢ mylelf (however hazardous), rather, than it

¥

¥y 5th Odc, Mr. 'Dadﬁcy is ﬁadnu N -
do ‘;‘ ] m dfher- '

h the be e oo heid p&:&
e m&mmhﬁmthhermymﬁem thom? Ad‘l‘éu!

nv



1390 LE :I‘ i 4 E R‘S FROM ﬁT H fTAS GR.
ST Ty AT LR e
in h:s il capilcx\ty, fnng i indfor-hill, and brc
folios of his own. creation ‘“W dhat &’5‘ ip away, like @ pre
(butalutlcmfmgr), ‘into the db‘unt?i"f“_ “brought to bed pe
and: whﬁkmto town again the week ﬂ fter
happened. = Among all the little folks, my godion
not choofe but enquire more pa,rucﬂw*]y a z’&f”" ,f
(without a figur¢) the Memoires': Do they ww/? | !
hold up their heads, and drefs thmfd!vfﬁ st o’ﬂley l- cgin’ to t of, -
‘making their appearance in the world, ‘ﬁ%’iﬁo? y, fifty ‘years hen &%‘"
make poﬁcmff ftare, and all good y ple ci'ol's“tﬁ" veg il 119 hf ' %
“(who will be then lord bithop oF Kuﬂ%ﬂ@e Mand is to faub‘ﬂ‘lﬂ hem) the U%h;
of an avifo allettore to prefix to them yet, mpé)h‘ldg, ﬂ‘lat"if the words
church, king, rehglon, miniftry, &c. be ﬁun&’o&m’f& m,ﬁanogc,”i ,
they are not to be taken literally, but pqctmaﬂ ‘and as niay‘lbe moft fri&-
ly reconcileable to the faith' then eftablithed -——that hc ‘knew “the thor
~well when he wasa young man ; and can’ teﬁ‘i*'ﬁy upon the ‘héﬁo f his
filnétion, - that - he faid his prayers regularly and &ew%ouﬁy, had a meéviﬁd
reverence for the clergy, and ﬁrmlv béhﬁ\/ﬂd mry ihmg thht was ?;,'
faﬂnon in thofe days" :_\" (R § vt 8 ‘

Whgn you “have. Al cmpcwhmg m-y hwd Lom I‘hdpd*bd h’eﬁf‘a& vﬁﬁ“
nouvelles, . and .protreover, whether ‘you! ‘have got “colonel %M Uy :
Whether fir C, Williams is to go to Berlin? ‘What fort of a p c& """ |
tridate may be }—and whatever othwmdmgs 'you choofe m%ﬁ&eﬂ an ‘?

choret with, Frattanto 1 fend you a fcene in a u’ageﬂy 2 xf ﬁtddb‘t nnike

you ery, it will make you laugh; and fo ﬁmmss; me

tohe mough. Adxcu, dc.'nu f " I.am G S kg i1 o
A 3 Smcerdy yours,

2k \ ; _r“q,n‘"b' w5

L SEND»«ynu &umeas yo'u'
though it will ha&*dl‘y‘ mfﬁkrcl* xou .

 Momaires of*his o time, m:um‘l‘w ot
pole was then writing. . A edition, of
gg';rﬁ cene n 'Mr ’1\'}'@, nfinil 3 The H
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. omj wn fablc may much better fupply the place.  You
Y, tﬁ advautagc ‘but t'bcre is ftill fomethingsa little embar--
and there in the expreffion. I rejoice to find you apply (pardon.

ufe of fo otﬁbns a word)‘to the hiftory of your own times.  Speak, and
not. B Be as mpﬁrtfal as you can ; and after all, the world will not be-

: you are fu, though you' fhould make as many proteftatnons as bithop-
. They will feelin their own breaft, and find it very poffible to hate
yurfcore perfons, yea, ninety and nine: fo you mufk reft fatisfied with the
Muy of your own confcience. ‘Somebody has laughed at Wr. Dodfley,.
or at me, when they talked of the das: I have notbmg more, either nocs
turnal or diurnal, to deck his ,mifcellany with. We have a man. here that
writes a good hand ; buthe has little failings that *hinder my recommending
~ him toyou’ He is loufy,. and he is mad he fets out this weck for Bed-
lam ; but if you infift upon it, I don’ t doubt he will pay his refpects to you..
l“fnvc feen two of Dr, Middleton’s unpublithed works. One is 'lboug'
Mpag@s in 4to agawﬁ Dr. Waterland, who wrote a very orthodox book -
~ on the Impm-mxcc of the Doétrine of the Trinity, and infifted, that chrif-
tians ought to have no communion-with fuch-as differ from them in funda-
mentals. Middleton enters no farther into the dotrine itfelf than to fthow®
that a mqgg..ﬁmculanvc, point can never be called a fundainenta{, and that
the earlier. fathers, ‘on whofe concurrent tradition Waterlaid Would build,.
are fo far, when they {peak of the three perfons, from agreeing with the
pm@nt,nodm.of out chutchy that they declare for the inferiority of the fon,
‘and. tfg.qm to have no clear and diftinét idea of the holy ghoft at all. The
reft is employed in expofing. “the folly and eruelty of ftiffnefs gnd zealotifin
m rcﬁgmn, and in fhowing that the primitiveg ages of the church, in which
t:radmon had its rife, were (even by confeffion of the beft {cholars and moft
thodox ,wn&rs)athc @ra of noufenfe and abfurdzty. It is finifhed, and very
weqwm 5 but has been moftly incorporated into his other works, parti-
‘the. Enq;ury . and.for this reafon I fuppofe he has writ upon it, This
v laid afide. The fecond is in'Latin, on Mirhcles ; to fhow, that of the
fdefcndmg chriftianity, one from its intrinfic evidence, the -
deia yof m dp@mu@, tbg othcr from ¢ts cxtcmalx, the mtraclca

i i fi‘hel‘.'nml- = A;adamnuenﬁl qolti



3‘%\_LE'§@~ rov THO
qmdem dcfenﬁo (the ﬁﬂlf) Wﬁ‘amﬁ
expediifie, ¢ w u&“vi"" dere
labor éh&ﬁ%ﬁ érgu)mﬂn!:a Gav' andique | | “,
quaid ﬁ;"! d”e&nﬁbnis ;,E;g ut mo@q _
fque bﬁbgtt-—-ego verd. u& odi defenfione religionem noftram non
modo non conﬁrman.fed dukmn pqtpﬁs ufpectamque reddi exiitir '
then proceeds to con lﬁc;; mw,dcs.l;} gqnergl, mdL afterwar e "ifs ﬂ‘ﬁ
Pagans, compared wit &hofc of Chnﬁ. I oply tell ypqthc ’gfﬂl, for 1 h
not read it oug (though Qwrt) ; but you will pot doube to what. conclufio

J&

it tends. Thcr; is duot thmg‘, 1 know, not what Iam'to ﬁs. A§, m‘
the ‘Trcatxfe on anycr they fay it u,‘ urnt mc}qqd. AM! |
| N i D Iameveryuurs,~ il
e R B ", Sl T9 GRAY*
e TR < e A RS

YOUR pcn was. - tao: sapadvm ﬂuud‘thv: tmamw fam of a dmﬁwn, tnd 4;'
fo, by omitting the words mear Windfor, your letter has beén“izﬂri“rti‘ng itfelf
at -another §toke pear Aawury, ‘and came not to my Mdd ttﬁ’to-dti- i
"The true origing! chairs were alwféld 'when the Huntingdons broke ; fh,tré
are nothing now but Halfey-chairs, not !dtptedae the fqu "eﬁéﬁ of'a Go-
thic dowager’s rump. ~And by the way I do not fee lﬁm@bﬁ uneafinefs qd' 3
uncomfortablenefs of a coronation-chair can be any objecti n with you s
every chair that is eafy s mnﬁem ‘and unknown to “Sur mceﬁors. AsT
remembct, there were certain W@hﬁn‘é that‘looked like c‘bdny, at Elhqr,
and ‘were old and pretty.. Why. mwld not Mr. Bgndaey mymve upon
them #—1I donot wonder at Dodfley. - You h&w talked to him of fix o&;
for fo you are pleafed to call ‘every thing & ¢ ’Wﬂiﬁb‘,“tﬁ@uﬁh ii' % i:“u’*' Ecﬁ@t
to make apple-dumplings. He has reafon to ‘gulp when he fi
them only along ftory. T don’t kndw but T may fend him very | ;
your hands) an ode to his own M,mhgk,_ wdarick - s,

one muft be a- chhahm@m‘hﬁﬂo inderftand a line
‘ bcﬁ fcholars will underftand but a Tittle matter here and there, ants
but feventeen lines. of, having a “end, 1 don’ tafny of being finithed, " As it i :
fo unfortunate to come too late for Mr, Bentley, it may app&y ﬁxe‘ e fourth
volume of the focellames, prfwidbd you doh’:tlthmk it mbk; ahlﬁtfa-

9 0




rﬂ,' Tip Hmw HORACE WALPOLE. 5oy

: ;' Wﬂ!ﬂ imbeok is to be printed !, let me revife the prcfs.
mOna 't md them are-a few trifles 1 could w;ﬂx altered,

€

Aknow not what yo ,hpurs of love, and chemes. and pine-apples.
th ﬁp@,’or'w any tbmg bere, and am of opinion that is the beft
wam. ’My mmplmuts to Mr. Bentley, if he be with you, ,

sl
R Wit vy ‘ Iam yours ever,

\
nl deﬁre yau wonld not Gmw that ‘epigram T repeated to you’, as mine.
I ba.vc heard of it tvme almu&yu coming from you.

i 0D X . 3 P 4
¥ W L ===
- .

LETTER X

T AVI obhged to you for Mr. Dodﬂcy s book ¢, and, havmg pretty well
looked it over, will (as you defire) tell you* my opinion-of it. He might,
methinks, have fpared the Graces in his frontifpicce, if he chofe to be*
ceconomical, and drefled his authors in a little more dceen“ raiment-—pot in
whited-brown paper and ‘diftorted charadters, like an o ad. I am
afthamed to fee myfclf ; but the company keeps me in countenance : {o to
begin with Mr. Tickell. This is not only a ftate-poem (my ancient aver-
fion), but a ftate-poem on the peace of Utrecht. If Mr. Pope had wrote a
panegyric on it, one tould hardly have read him with patxcnc(g but this 1s
only a poor thort~winded imitator of Addifoy, who had himfclf not above
three or four notes in poetry, fweet enough indeed, like thofe of a German
flute, but fuch as foon tire and fatiate the ear wigh their frequent retura,

a?kpll has added to this a- great poverty of fenfe, and a ftriug of tranfitions

become a {chool-boy. However, I forgnve him for the fake of

l‘haw which 1 always thought the pretticft in the world. ~ All there

Green here has been printed before : there is a profufion of wit
. readmg would have formed hu judgment, and harmonized

* The edi 0&:‘ punted at Smw— the epigram alluded to, E. . 4
rafal s R _""f '3 His colle@ion of Poems:
: or ' ¢ Cohn and Lucyy beginting
M’d for maidens fair.”
1 : his



394 LETTERS rnom THOMAS GRAY

his vprfc for even his wood-notes ofttn break out into firains of rcal poetry
and mufic. The School-miftrefs is excellent in its kind; and mafterly ;
~and (T am for{'y to differ from you, but) London is to me one of thofe few
nmtations, that have all the eafe and all the {pirit of an original. The
fame man’s * verfes at the opening of Garrick’s theatre are far from bad. Mr.

Dyer (here you will defpife me highly) has more of -poetry in his imagina-
tion, than almoft any of our number; but rough and injudiciqus. T fhould
range Mr. Bramfton only a ftep or two above e ng, who is as low i in
my eftimatipn as in ‘yours. Dr. Evans is 3 furious madman; and Pre-
exiftence is nonfenfe in all her altitudes.. Mr.Lyttelton is a gentle elegiac
perfon: Mr. Nugent* fure did not write his own ode? 1like Mr. White-
head’s little poems, I megn the Ode on a tent, the Verfesto Garrick, and
particularly thofe to Charles Townfhend, better than any thing I bad feen
before of him. 1 gladly pafs over H« Brown,and the reft, to come at you.

You know I wasof the publifhing fidle, dnd thought your reafons againdt it
none ; for though, as Mr. Chute faid extremely well, the fill finall voice of
Poetry was not made to be heard in a crowd; yet Satire will be heard, for all
the andience are by nature her friends; efpecially when fhe appears in the
Apirit of Dryden, with his ﬁrcngth and often with his verfification; fuch as
vou have caught in thofe lines on the royal u11&1011, on the papal dominion,
and ‘convents of both fexes, ‘on¥enry VIII. and Charles I1. for thefe are
to me the fthmg parts of your Epiftle s There are many lines I could
wifh correted, and fome blotted out, but beauties enough to atone for a
thoufand worfe faults than thefe. . The opinion of fuch as can at all Judgc,
who faw it before in Dr, Middleton’s. hands, concurs nearly with mine. As
to what any one fays, fince it.came out; our pesple (you muft know) are
{low of judgement: they wait till fome bold body faves them the trouble,
and then follow his opinion; or ftay till they hear what is faid in town,
that is, at fome bifhop’} table, or fome coffec-houfe about the Temple.

When they are determined, I will tell you faithfully their verdiét. -As for
the Beautics?, I am their ymoft humble fervant. What fhall I fay to Mr. -
Lowth, Mr. Ridley, Mr. Rolle, the reverend Mr. Brown, Seward, &c.? IfI
fay, Meffieurs! this is not the thing; write profe, write fermons, write
nothing at all ; they wﬂI dx{aam ~me, and my _advice. _What then would -

« L \

» Do@or Samuel Johnfon, e Eptﬁle from Florence to Thomu Aﬁeton,'
* Afterwards earl Nugent. g tusor to the earl of Plymouth.
* That addrefled to Mr. Pulteney. 5 The cpx&le to Mr. Eckardt the pma'

g et e
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pends 6 much time in admiring every
‘has  and fret ga'? his own misfortune ,in having but
mwmmg fm“ovm pﬁﬁﬁc‘ﬁmﬂ and feeble conftitution, that won't
let him 'be fuch a beaftas he would with ? Mr. S. Jcnyns now and then
can Wﬁ&’h‘gwﬂ* line o&‘mo——fuch a& tﬁefe—-

i tru;.i.ifm SLRRUED e

»

il ‘”, . " Snatch us from all our lxt’tlc forrows herc, :
o Cahn every.: gnef and dry each chxldlfh tcar, e
90

I h‘kc Mr A*&on Hervey s ftblc #ad an odc (thc laft of all) by Mr. Mafon,
a new acquaintance of mine, whofe Mufieus too feems to carry with it the
promife at leaft of fomething good to come. T was glad to fee you dif-
tinguithed who poor Weft was, before his charming ode”, and called it
any thing rather than a Pindaric. The town is an owl, if it don't like lady
Mary?, and I am furprifed at it: we here are owls enough to think her
eclogues very bad ; but that I did not wonder at. Our prefent tafte is fir
i Fiwd()ﬂbome“s Letters. 1{end you a bit of a thing for two reafons:

firflt, becaufe it is of one of your favourites, Mr. M. Green; and next,

becaufe I would do juftice. The thought on which my fecond ode * turns,
is manifeftly ftole from hence :—not that I knew it at the time, but, hgving
feen this many years before, to be fure it imprinted itfelf quufy memory,
and, forgstting the author, 1 took it for my own.' The fubjeét was the
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Though yet*o palace grace the fhore :
To lodge the pair you* fhould ¢dore
- Nor abbeys great in ruins rife, '
; Royal cquxvaleuts for vice!: =
i "Behold a grot in Delphic grove
e e " The Graces and the Mufes love,
ey ;&‘-7‘51\ temple from vam-glory frce ;
e Whofe goddefs is Philofophy ;-
W}mﬁ: ﬁdes fuch licens'd idols ¢ crown,
As Superfhtxon would pull down :
A
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The only pilgrimage I know, . .~ % @ .
That men of fenfe would choofe to go.
Which fweet abode, her wifeft choice,
Urania cheers with heavenly voice :

While all the Virtues gather round

To fee her confecrate the ground,

If thou, the god with winged feet,
»In council talk of this retreats ‘ :
And jealous gods refentment thow ko
- At altars rais’d to menbelow: =
Tell thofe proud lords of heaven, ’tis fit
Their houfe our heroes thould admit.
While each exifts (as poets fing)
+ A lazy, lewd, immortal, thing ;
They muft, or grow in difrepute,
With earth’s firft commoners recruit.

Needlefs it is in terms unfkill’d
To praife, whatever Boyle thall build, »
ddlefs it is the bufts to name )

Of men, monopolifts of fame ; :
Four chiefs adorn the modeft ftone 50
For virtue, as for learning, known. : s
The thinking fculpture ‘helps toraife .

« Deep thoughts,the genii of the plfce :

To the mind’s ¢dar, and mward ﬁgh -
. There filence {peaks, and thade gives light :

While infééts from the threfhold preach,
And mmds difpos’d to mufing teach ;
Proud of ftrang limbs and painted hues,
They perifh by the flighteft bruife,

Or maladies begun within
Deftroy more flow life’s frail machim

. From maggot-youth thro’ change of ftate ,

They feel like us the turns of fate: 0
Some born to creep have lived tofly,
Aud changed earth’s cells for dwelhngs hngh
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‘And fome, that did their fix wings keep,
Before they died, been forced to creep,
‘They politics, like ours, profefs ; i
The greater prey upon the lefs, '
Some ftrain on foot huge loads to bring,
Some toil inceflant on the wing : '
» Nor from their vigorous fchemes defift
Till death ; and then are never mift.
Some frolxck tonl, marry, mcreaﬁ-, \ ”
Aré fick and wcll bavc war and peace,
And broke with age in half a day
Yield to fucceffors, and away.

0 et O v

Q:Adieu ! Tam yours ever,
T. GRAY.
e e

LETTER XL .

Stoke, July 114 1757,

I W]LL not give you the trouble of fending your cbzf for me.
intend to be with you on chmfday i the evening. If the prefs ﬁaads
ftill al! this time for me, to be fure it 1s dead in child-bed.

I do not love notes, - _you fee I had.refolved to put two or three ',
" They are figns of weaknefs obfcurity.* If a thing cannot be under-
ftood without them, it had better be not nnder&nod at all If you will be
vulgar, and pronounce it Lunnun, inftead o y I can’t help it.
Caradoc I have private reafons againft ; and beﬁn k is m reality Caradoc,
- and will not ftand in the verfe.

l rejoice you can fill all your -uwde: : the Maintenon could not, and that
was hcr grcat misfortune, Scnonﬁy though, I congratulate you on your

‘ * To the Bard | ’ )
P B «‘xmw’n of Julius ! Lonlmxaamg fhame.” nm,mfes7
‘ : happinefs,
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happinefs, and feem to underftand it. The tccclpt is obvmus it is only,
Have {omcthmg to do; but how few can apply it l—Adieu! '

e I am ever yours,
L AUGRAY,

i \ } ¢ §
£ . 3 X %4
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& & Ln'r'rnnxn, Al s F i et
v o o !

T AM fo charmed with the two fpecnmens of Erfe poctry, that T cannot
help giving you' the trouble to enquire a little farther about them, and
thould with to fee a few lines of the original, that I may form fome {light
idea of the language, the meafurcs, and thc rhythm.

Is there any thing known of the author or authors, and of what antiquity
are they fuppofed to be?

~ ¢« Is there any more to be had of equal beauty, or at all approaching
to it! | A
g {

I have been 2 often told that the poem called Hardicnute (which I always
admlrcd and ftill admire) was the work of fomcbody that lived a few years
ago'. This I do not at all believe, though it has evidently been retouched
in places by fome modern hand : but, however, I am authorifed by this
report to atk, whether the twoo poems in queftion are certainly antique and
genuine. I make this cnqtury in quality oi an antiquary, and am not
otherwife conccrned about it : for, if T were fure that any one now living in
Scotlanid had written thém to divert himfelf and laugh at the credulity of
the world, T would uridertake a journey into the nghlzmds only for the

pleafure of feeing him,

VTt has been fuppofed the work of a lady of ' papers after her detth ——No proof furely of
the name of Wardlaw, who died in Scotland its original comipofition, as few but pcrfom e{ :
npt many years ago, but upon no better evidence, bufinefs, which women feldom are, take the -
that I could ever learn, than that a copy of the precaution of docketing, or writing “ Copy”
poem with fome crafum was found umong het upon cvery thing theymay trtn{crlk. E.

(.
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LETTER XIII.

: HAVE been very ill this ‘ week with a great cold and a fever, and
though now in a way to be well, am like to be confined fome days longer :
‘whatever you will fend me that is new, or old, and Jong, will be received as
a charity. Rouﬂ'cau s people do not intereft me; there is but one chara@er
‘and one ftyle in them all, I dg not know their faces afunder. I have no
efteem for their perfons or chdu&, am.not touched with their paffion#®; and
as to their ﬁory, 1 do not believe asword of it—not becaufe it is improbable,

but becaufe it is abfurd. If I had any little propenfity, it was to Julie; but
now fhe has gone and (fo hand over head) married that monfieur de
Wolmar, I take her for a vrase Suiffeffe, and do not doubt but the had taken
a cup too much, like her lover. = Al this does not imply that I will not
read it out, when you can fparc the reft of it.

LETTER XIV, g
Sundny, ;ymry 28, 1962,

I RETURN you my beft thanks for the copy of your book *, which you
fent me, and have not at all leflened my opinion of it fince I read it in

prmt, though the prefs has in general a bad effet on the compleétion of

one’s works. The engravings look, as you fay, better than I had expected,
yet not altogcthcr fo well as iould with. I,rejoiee in the good dxfpoﬁtlons
of our court, and in the propmety of their application to you: the work is
a thing {o much to be wifhed ; has fo near a conpe@ion with the turn of
your ﬁudxes and of your curiofity ; and might
‘among your hoards and in your head; that it wilf be a fin if you let it drop

* Were not thc.pnblxc already in poffeflion of perhapl read with equal delight the exquifite
Mr. Gray’s opinion of the Nouvelle Heloife, in  odes of the one author, and the extraordinary and
his kttqmpubldhgdbyM:..Mafon—how would  (with all ts faults) inimitable romance of the
fuch a criticifm, from fucb a critic, aﬁonxﬂ\hall other! E. -
tho&meh;wl, eoaﬂ:xmtcd readers, who, G
capabic of an varicd excellcncc, have - * The Anecdotes of Painting.
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