bow as low ta‘lnm at éve ‘wordvas xf'b!s name was Sﬁﬁa Amyft it. :
would take his firft mmi{ﬁr Sot’ &%"Gf his flaves.—Ih

 ample, whicls they have been fo good a8 to exhibit at the opera, will contri-

“bute to civilife ws. There mmdeﬁa}pc& young gentleman, who a little
. diftompofes this auguft ceremonial,  His name is count. Holke, his age
‘three-and-twenty; and ‘his’ poft ‘anfwers to WMW&& o
England, ‘many ages ago, and which in WW*W&MW‘
favourite. " Bofore th DR Shaniche became ablfolute, 'the Mwﬁuc
tory of thyt country ufed to ‘write libels, called Narth Danes, .this
great officer ; but that praétice has long finle ceafed. - Mlt Hoh ems
rather prou‘& of hls faVBitr, than' fhy of dﬁimymgm. i j< 27 ms.,u )%ﬁv
. | iy ol b Besign g o
Bl Ed of Vol teiaes stk
LA P g Witegr bals A i S ,“1.;4 .‘-}’.‘ ik

s 3 hopc, my dear lord, '3?0!! “;xl& h&m&mmjﬁ M y for 1

- trouble myfelf with no other. There is a long hiftory ﬂbom.,ﬂaﬁfw de

Bottetourt, and fir Jeffery: Amhzrﬁ. who has refigned his regiment; but.it is
nothing to me, nor do 1 care m.ﬁnumboumtw I am deep in the mmadotes

. of the new coutt ; and if you want to know more of count. H;,\lk,e'm mum
Mplkc, or the'grand vizier Bern{dorf} or mahom&hmmc‘mm, ‘
me and you thall be fatisfied=———But what do 1 talk of ? Yowwfce t em
yourfelf. Minerva, in the fhape of count :Bem{dor&',}oswtot:ail .ﬂ)apc in
the perfon of the duchefs of ~——; is to conduét Telemachus tp Yor
for can a monarch be perfetly accomplithed in- the myferies "*._',g’*!nu.
craft, as our Solomon James I cailed it, unlefs heds initiated in. the arts of -
jockeyfhip?« When this northern far travels towards its own {pbe;c, dord
- Hertford will go toRagley. 1 fhall go with him 5 and if I can avoid running
foul of the Magi that will ‘be thronging from all parts to worfhip that.ftar,
1 will endeavour to call at Wentworth caflle for a day °‘WWM not
be inconvenient. I 'thould think it would bﬂ M th@ &couﬂm in Sep-
tember ; but yw*lwdﬂﬂpf Mlhm. 10, vl woul

am cvct ot R T “\m 'um I R
¥, : % i
i * "q& “ e i ':‘,‘,Q" e
Lad)’ SM@'& Ni{ld)our lor ih») s 0ft faithful hu

.'.p'
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. Strawberry-hill, Monday O&ober 10, 1768.

jan a Mfand tbanks, my dear lord, for the account of the ball
atW 1 thall not be able to repay it with a relation of the matqueradc
me‘*! have been con&*d here this week with the gout in my foot,
-"~aud have not ftirred off my bed or couch fince Tuelday. I was to have gone to
5 mm.gmt ‘ballat*Sion* on Aday, for which a.new road, padddck and bridge
~made, as other folks make a deflert. 1 conclude lady Mary* has and
will tell you of all thefe pomps, which health thinks fo ferious, and ficknefs
with her graveface tells one are fo'idle.  Sicknefs may make me moralize,

~ but T af rewyou the does,not want Bumour. She has diverted me extremely
 with drawin: %@omfan&n betweensthe repofe (to. call neglect by its dig;
W ‘natne) which T have enjoyed in this fity and the great anxicty in which

’ '"tﬁ‘e*wbtﬂ@ world was when I had-the laft gout three years ago—You re-
A e ‘}12; friends were then coming into power. - Lord. Wismrmres was
od as to call at leaft once every: daw and enquire After me ; and the
gﬂ‘riﬁmﬁm‘ infifted that I fhould give them the fatisfaction of ,fcemg

~ 'me, that they might tranquillize their fovere;gxm with the certainty of my

; n&t”being in‘any danger. The duke and duchefs of Newcaftle were fo kind,
o ﬁtbu ‘vary nervous themfelves, as to fend meflengers and long meflages
day from Claremont. I cannot fay this fit has alarmed Europe quite
f&"xﬁifeh 1 heard, the bell ring at the gate, and afked with much majefty.
“'if it 'was the duke of Newcaftle had fent,? No, fir, it wag only the but-

N MM “The butcher’s boy is indeed the only courier I have had, Nei-
the‘r the King of Francenor kmgufﬁpun tppzzws mhc under the leaft.con-:

le W% AR “ LB E 8 e il o B i

¥ M!zdm lmd, thc lud fq magy uof thq@ mnﬁ;wnsm my hfc that you
vill not wonder they divert me more than a mafquerade. I am T cady to
‘ .;::mﬂ: ?eogk g Maik 1 kuow }ou,"-l with I mxght chooﬁ, their

«
@m; . R N

= "}nﬁ L e b o Sohmiortind near Brcmford
J'm’ Muy Coke, ﬁﬁm‘ to lady Btrafford. :

ki »M‘ »H‘
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462 LETTERS #rom tar How. HORACE WALPOLE
When T have the honour of feeing lady Strafford, I fhall MJCh her

to tell meall the news; for I am oo nigh and too fnr to - knpw any.
Adieu, my dear Jord ! . o Mol Bein ‘,!. .
7 B 5 ] R b AL
Yours moft fincerely, .. e

.. HOR. WALPOLE.

£ LR TOT B R XM i i g - g 3\

o : Atlmgton-ﬁreet, July 3, 1;69.

WHEN you have been {o conftantly good to me, my dcar lord, without
changmg, do you wonder that our friepdfhip has lafted fo long ? Can I be -
ipfenfible to the honour or pleafure of yeur acquaintance ? When the advan- .
tage lies fo much on my fide, am 1 likely to alter the fir@? Ob, but it will
laft now ! We have feen fncndihxps without number born and die. Ours
was not formed on intereft, nor ‘alliance 3 and politics, the poifon of all
Englith connetions, never enteréd into ours. . You have given me a new
préof by remembering the chapel of Luton, ' T hear.it is-to be preferved ;-
and am glad of it, tﬁough 1 rmght have been thnheuat for its rains.

I thould have xnfwcred your lmfdﬂu,p s iaﬁ po&, b\!’t was at Park_, placc
think lady A—— quite recovered ; though her alhueﬁ hu m&dc ﬁidl an
xmpraﬂiou that the does not yet hehcve 1t. i e

. g
int 4

Lt i I fettled thorWe are nevb:f to hve &mleribk wc:lther in }dnc., that
the firft hot day was on Saturday—hot by comparifons for I think it is
three years fince we have really felt the feel of fummer. 1 was, however,
concerned . to. be. forced to come to town yefterday on fome bufinefs 3 for,
however the country feels, it looks divine, and the verdure we buy fo dear
is_delicious, . I fhall not be able, I fear, tosprofit of it this fammer in the &
lovelieft of all places, as ¥ am to go to Paris in Auguft. But next year I truft.

I {hall accompany Mr. Conway and lady A to Wentworth-caftle. - I
fhall,be glad to vifit Caftle Howard atid- Bav:ﬂnyw but- netthcmmqld carry
e fo far, if, Wentw or&h-caﬁle Wwas not in tbe way. Ve BT

2 . ".' §
A . _;_(" 4 2 m
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- The Thatelets are gone, without any more battles with the Ruffians *.
The papers fay the latter have been beaten by the Turks ; which rejoices me,
though againl{all rules of politics : but I deteft that murderefs, and like to
have her humbled. I don’t know that this piece of mews is true: it is
enough to me thatit is agreeable. I had rather take it for granted, than be
at the trouble of enquiring about what I have fo little to do with. I am juft
the fame about the City and Surrey petitions. Since I have difinembered*
myfelf, it is Incredible how cool T am to all politics.

London is the abominatioa of defolation ; and I rejoice to Yeaverit agaia:
*this evening. Even Pam has not a levée above once or twice 2 week. Next
winter I fuppofe it will begin to be a fathion to remove into the city ; for,.
fince ‘it is the mode to choofe aldermen at this énd of the town, the maca-
ronis will certainly adjourn to Bithop{gate-ftrect, for fear of being fined for
theriffs, = Mr. J————and Mr. B-—~—— will dic of the thought of being;
aldermen of Grofvenor-ward and Berkeley~-fquare-ward.. Adam and Eve
in their paradife laugh at all thefe. tumults, and.have not tafted of the tree
that forfeits paradife ; which I take to havk been the tree of politics, not of
knowledge. . How happy you are. not to have,your fon *Abel knocked on
the head by his brother. Cain at the Brentford ele@ion.! You do not huat.
the poor deer and hares that gambol around you.—If Ev& has a fin, I doubt
it is angling ; but as the makes ail other creatures happy, I beg fthe would
not impale worms nor whifk carp: out of one element into another.  1f fhe
repents of that guilt, I hope fhe will bive as long as her grandfon Methu--
felah. ~ There 1s a commentator that fays Az life was protraéted for never
having boiled a lobfter alive.. Adieu, dear gouple, that 1'honour- as much
as [ could honour my firfl grandfather and grandmother !
Your moft dataful:

; i o QR JAPHET.:

& P d t (2 B o O3 , .
o uwuma,m French enibiffador, had affionted comte Czernichefl the Ruffian

embaffador at a ball at coust for precedence 5 and a challenge enfued: but their meeting was pres

. * Me, Walpole means, fince he quitted parliameot. e .
'i P M&,;{; _ o ol « : ’
ki LETTER
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‘T'GTHER mght at fhe ’3uchéf's dY“ Choifeul's at- fupy Miéh&m*

of Rouen atked me, if we have roads of cornmuﬁicaﬁW‘m

and Scotland }—1I fuppofe he thinks that in general Wﬂbﬂbﬂ: mkleﬁ
forefts and wild mountains, and that once a ygui' a lchﬂa{gm
to Paris tolezrn the arts of civil life, as to fow corn, plant vines, . and 1 kc
operas. . If gns letter fhould contrive  to feramble - thmugh that

Yorkfhire, where your lordfhip has attempted to improve a dreary hill dnd

uncultivated vale, you will find T remember your commands of w’;ﬁing,
from this capital of the world, whither I am come for - thé benefit ‘of my
country, and where I am intenfely fludying thofe laws and that héa,m?ﬁzi
frame of government, which can alone rcndcr a nation i'nappy, great ﬁd
ﬂourxﬂung ; where lettres de cachet foftcn mannex:s, and a prope
tion of luxury and beggary enfu;ccs a common felicity, As we havc a bro-
digious: number of ftudents in Jegiflature ‘of both fexes. here at prc‘fent I
will not anticipate their dxfcovcnes . but, as your pimcu]u‘;r friend,
com¥municate a rare improvement on nature, which' 'mefc*gre‘af 1 ‘idﬁ).
phers have made, and which would add cbhﬁ#ﬂblc beauties to thofe
parts which your lordfhip has already recovéred from the Wafke, and tanght
to loak a little like a chriftian country. The fecret is very fimple, and yet
demanded the effort of a mighty genius: to ﬁ'nke it out. - e is nothing but
this : Trees ought to be educated as t;a ‘as men, and ate firange awk-
ward produétions when not taught to | cmﬁvcs upn oht or bow éﬂpru-
per occafions.  The academy de belles lém‘es have even offered a ‘prize for
the man that thall recover the lot laﬁ art of ‘an ancient Greek, called /e
Sfieur Orj:{zéc, who inftituted a danci ‘M)&)I for plants, and ‘gave ¢  mag-
nificent ball on the birth of the dauphm of Thrace, whx:k m rformed

6

o .

feeing a tree that is'not Mkh@ﬂdw%mg re firft
cut down 3 and you would as foon meet a man wi ';
as an oak or afh, As the wcathcr is ve chalk,
atid the duft white, 1 affure you it is very di ered as both a.
all over, to diftinguifh ‘& trge from a hal;-drcffet. cht tha WM
like a travelling hypcrbolc, muﬁ: ad‘vm:fe& your hl‘dhl?{* that there is

entirely by foreft trees. In this whole kingdom there 48 no M dﬁmg@ '

L

will

aﬂﬂe‘”
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Jutlcdaﬂrem in their heights ; fora tree of thirty years growth being lia-
ble to be marked as royal timber, the proprietors take care not to let their
trees Rve, ﬂk age of being enlifted, but burn them; and ‘plaut others as
often almoft as they change their fathions. - This gives an air of perpetual
youth to the face of® the country, and if adopted by us would realize Mr.
Addifon’s vifions, and ~
; . Make our bleak rocks and barren mountains f{mile. g
What other remarks I have, made in my indefatigable fearcRafter.know-
ledge muft be referved to a future dpportunity ; but as your lordfhip is my
friend, I may venture to fay without vanity to you, that Solon nor any
of the ancient philofophers who travelled to Egypt in queft of religions,
myfteries, laws and fables, ever fat up fo late with the ladies and priefts
and pirefidents de parlement at Memphis, as T do here—and confequently
were not half fo well qualified as T am to new model a commonwealth. 1
have learned how to make remonftrances, and how to anfwer them.  The
latter, it feems, is a fcience much wanted in my own country '-=and yet
is as eafy and obvious as their treatment of trees, and not very unlike it.
It was delivered many years ago in an oracular fentence of my namefake—
e 3 > "
Odi profqnum vulgus, & hrceo.

3w
You'muit deive away the vulgar, and you muft have an hundred and fifty
thoufand men to drive them away with-—that is all. 1 do not wonder the
intendant of Rouen thinks we are ftill in a ftate of barbarifm, whentwe arc

1gnoran50f the very rudiments of government. :

“The duke and duchefs of Richmond have been here a few days, and arc

gone to Aubigné. -Tdo not think him at all well, aud am exceedingly con-
~ cerned for it, as 1 know no man who has more eftimable qualities. They,

return by the end of the month. J am flu@uating'whether I fhall not return,
wit f‘h‘! 1, as they have prefled ‘me to do, through Holland. 1 never was
there, and could never go o agreeably’s but ‘then it would protract my ab-,
i o iy ST % 1 f \ -

" o ’t$ t%‘f’numbet of reii:d::&rmcel n’la‘ny other corporate bodies, on the fubjc&'qf
 ander thé name of petitions, which were pre- the Middiglex cle@¥ion. E. — » |
 fented this year from the livery of London and
Flanaray W, 0 Ty Ooo fence
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fence threc weeks, and I am impatient ¢o be in my own cave,: ﬁomth. ‘
ftanding the wifdom I imbibe every.day. = But one cannot facri ﬁ:: one’s
felf wholly to the public : Titus and. W;lhes have now and gben

Adieu, my dear lord ! Be affurcd that ¥fhall not difdain y:ours and hd,.
Strafford’s converfation, though you have nothing but tlie,goodnefs of your
hearts, and the fimplicity of your manners, to recommend youto the more
enlightencd underftanding of

Your old friend, 8 LAk

3 HOR. WALPOLE.
N ) 0. ‘ " . Ve 1
"LETTER XXV. F o
o N ‘o Strawberry- lull,Ju}y 9 1770

1 AM not going to tell you, my dear lord; of the diverfions or honou{s
of Stowe, which I conclude lady Mary has writ to lady Strafford. Thou
the week pafled cheerfully angh it ' was more glory than I fhould have
fought of my own head. ~The journeys to Stowe and Park-place have de-
ranged my proje&s {o that I don’t know where I am, and 1 wifly they have
not gwcn me the gout into the bargain ; for I am come back very lame,
and not at all with the bloom that oné ought to Have 1mportcd from the
Elyfian-fields *. Such jaunts when one is growing old 1s playing with
edged-tools, as my lord Chefterficld, in one of his Worlds, makes the huf-
band fay to his wife, when fhe pretends that grey powder does not become
her. It is eharmmv at twenty to play at Elyfian-fields, but it is no joké at
fifty; or too great a joke. It:made me laugh as we were defcending the
great flight of fteps from the houfe to go and fup in the grotto on the
banks of Helicon: we were fo cloaked up, for the evening was very cold,
and fo-many of vs were limping and hobbling, " that Chamu would have
cafily believed we were gmg to ferry over in eamc& !t is_with ‘much
more comfort that T am writing to your lordfh‘rp m ibowvwmdo{
of ‘mynew round room, which eolle&s all the ra ' c“m oﬁth-w '
and compofes a fort of fdmmer a feel 1 HM%%OWn ‘this year, cqug :
laft Thurfday. 1f the reins !hould ever ceafe, and the weather fettle to
fine, 1 fhall pay you my vifi t at Wcutworth-cﬁﬁlc but hxthez«gp the damPs

* Princefs Amelia was there. 00 e At Sbwe RO o
. have
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hav&m&m‘ﬁ) muchy that I*am more difpofed to return to London
andhght 1y fire, ‘than ‘brave the humours of a climate fo capricious and
uncertain, ' in the country. - I cannot help thinking it grows worfe: I cer-
tainly remember fuch a thing as duft; nay, I ftill have a clear idea of it,
though I have feenhone for fome years, and fhould put fome grains in a
bottle for a curiofity, if it thould ever fly again.

Ncws I know none. . You may be fure it was a fubjeét carcfull‘j: avoided
at Stowe; and Beckford's death had not raifed the glafs or fpirits of the
maﬁer of the houfe. The papers make one fick W1th talking of that noily
vapouring fool, as thc) would of Algernon Sidney.

1 ha.vc not happencd to fee your future’ ncphcw, though we have ex-
changed vifits. It was the firft time I.had been at Marble-hill, fince poor
lady Suffolk’s death ; and the impreffion was {o uneafy, that I was not forry
not to find him at home. Adieu, my good lord ! Except feeing you both,
nothing can bg more agreeable than to hcag of yours and lady Strafford’s
health who, I hoPc, continues perfectly well,

-

Your mioft Faithful humble fervant, , ,
HOR. WALPOLE.

L}

b

vs. LETTER XXVIL

T e e
‘

‘o Arlington-fireet, Oaubcr 16, 1770

# ‘B

THOUGH ;ha:vc fo very little to fay, it is but my duty, my dear lord,
to tbank you ﬁx’ - your extreme goodnefs to me and ,your inquiring after
me. J’I was very. bad again laft week, but have mended fo much fince Fri-
day n;gh;, that 1 really now believe the fit is over. I came to town on .,
, and_can crccpmﬁout my. room even without a ftick, which is
nore c&.y to me than i khad got a white one. I do netaim yet at fuch ..
3% ment as wa]‘kmv up ftairs; but haying moulted my ftick, I flatter my-
c@me‘fgrth agam w;thout bcmg lame. ¥

”

iy 9*
' &tond arl of Bnckmgham, nilmed to his fecond wifc a daughter of lady Anne Co-

" Qoo2z2 The
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The few 1 have fecn tell me e 1 nobody elfe itl town. " That is no
- grievance to me, when 1 thould be &t the mercy of ‘all that fhou)d pleafe to
beftow their idle time upon me. 1 know xiothmg of the war-egg”, but
_that fometimes it is to be hatched, and Bmetimes to be addled.  Many
folks get into the neft and fit as hard’ upon it as they can, concluding it
will produce a.golden chick. As I fhall not'be a feather the better for it,
“I hate that game-breed, and prefer the old hen” Peace and her dunghxll
brood. M y complunents to my lady and all her poultry.

1 am, n‘iy deat lord,
Your infinitely oblmed.and faithful humble fervant,

. . HOR. WALPOLE.

LETTER “XXVH,

e

Smwbexry-hﬂ!, June 20, 177 1.

‘{ HAVE waited impatiently, my dear lord for fomethmg worth puttxng"
mto a letter; but trees do not {peak in parliament, nor flowers write in the
newf{papers ; and they are almoft the only beings I have feen. . 1 dined on
Tuefday at Notting-hill * with the countefles of Powis and Holdcmcfs lord
and lady Pelham, and lord Frederic Cavendith—and Pam ; and fhall , go to
town on Friday to.meet the fame company at lady Holderncfs s s and this
thort Journal compnfcs almoli my wholc hlﬁory and kuowlcdgc

I muﬂ now , afk your lordfhip’s and lady Strafford’s commands for Paris.
I thall fet out on thefeventh of next month. - You will think, though you
will not tell me fo, that thefe are very juvenile jaunts at my age. Indeed 1
fhould be afhamed if 1 went for any other pleafure but that of once more
{ecing my dear blind friend °, whofe much greater age forbids my depmda,pg
on feemg her often. lewill indeed be amufing to change the fcene of po
lities 5 for though 1 have done with cur kyy o, g cannot hclp hcarmg them

“x Alluding to the difpute with Spain Mt ﬂ\!’iﬁh‘ of 'Faikhnd' xﬁ‘i ’ .
* The villa o f lady Mary Coke near Kenfington. UL A0 S L
3 Madame du Deffand. - &

¢ s :
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: --nay Mdmg them ; for,, hke fligs, they come to breakfaft with one’ s bread
‘and butter. I with there was any othgr vehicle for them but a newfpaper ;
a place irto which, confidering how they are exhaufted, I am fure they have
. no pretenfions, , The duc d'@iguillon 1 hear is minifter. * Their politics,
fome way or othes, muft end ferioufly, either in defpotifm, a civil war, or
affaflination. Methinks it is playing deep for the power of tyranny. C

Fe—1is more moderate : he only games for an hundred *thoufand pounds
that he has 1tot. ;

Have you read, thc Life ofBBenvenuto Cellini, my lord ? T atm angry with

* him for being more diftrafted and wrong-headed than my lord Herbert.

Till the revival of thefe two, I thought the prefent age had borne the palm

of abfurdity from all its predeceffors. But I find our cotemporaries are

quiet good folks, that only game till they. bang themfelves, and do not kill

every body they meet in the ftreet. ,Who would have thought we were fo,
reafonable ¢

‘Ranelagh, they tell me, is full of forekgn dukes. There is a duc de la
Tremouille, a duc d’Aremberg, and other grandees. I&now the former,
‘and am not forry to be out of his way. -

. ’

It is not plmfant to leave groves and lawns and rivers for a dirty town
with a distier ditch, calling itfelf the Seine ; but I dare not encounter the
fea and bad inns in cold weather. This confideration will bring me back
by the end of Auguft. 1 thould be happy to exccute any commiflion for
~your lordﬂup You' know how earneftly I wifh always to thow myfelf

Your lordﬂnp s moft faithful humble fervant, .
, HOR. WALPOLE.

Wik b e 3 gy BT B XKD

Ty Moyl o W Paris, Augutt 235, :771

I HAV&paﬂ'ed my biennial fix weeks here, my dear lord, and am pre-
darmg to reternas ibon as the weather will allow me, It is fome comfort
5 . i tow
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to the patriot-virtue, envy, to find this climate worfe than our ownJ . There
were four very hot days at the end of laft month, which you know with us
northern people compofe a fummer ;. it has rained half this) and for thefe
three days thefe has been a deluge, a ftorm, and extreme, cold, - Yet thefe
folks fhiver in filk, and fit with their windows open tikl {fupper-time.—In-
deed, firing is very dear, and nabobs very fcarce. Oeconomy and retrench-
ment are the words in fathion, and are founded in. a little more than ca-
price. I have heard no inftance of luxury but in mademoifelle Guimard,

a favourite dancer, who is building a palace: round the fale ¢ manger
there are wintdows that open upon hot»houfcs,fbat are to produce flowers all
winter,—That is worthy of " There is a finer dancer whom'
Mr. H- 1is'to tranfplant to London ; a mademoifelle Heinel orIngle,
a Fleming. She is tall, perfeftly made, very handfome, and has a fet of
attitudes copied from the claffics. = She moves as gracefully flow as Pyg-
ma.hou’s ftatue when it was commg,to life, and moves her leg round as
1mperccpt1bly as 1f fhe was dancing in the zodiac.—But fhe is not Virgo.

They make no more of breaking parliaments here than an Englith mob
does of breaking windows. It is pity people are fo ill-forted. 1If this
king and ours could crofs over and figure in, Louis X V. would:diflolve our
parfiument if PoHy Jones did but fay a word to him. They have got
into fuch a habit of it herey that you would think a parliament was a poly-
pus: they eut it in two, and by next morning half of it becomes a whale
aflembly. This has lxterally been the cafe at Befangon. L.drd and lady

Barrymore, who are in ‘the hwheﬁ favour at Compxcgnc, will be able to
carry over thc receipt. ; , ®

Every pody feels in their own way. My grief is to fee the ruinous
condition of the palaces and pifturcs. 1 was yefterday at the Louvre.
Le Brun’s noble gallery, where the battles of Alexander are, and of which
he defigned the ceiling, and even the thutters, bolts and locks, is in a worfe‘ ‘
condition than the old gallery at Somerfet-houfe. It rains in upon the
pi€tures, though there are ftores of much more valuable plcccs thm thofe
of Le Brun. Heaps of glorious works by Rapbael and all the grcat maf-
ters are piled up and equally negleted at Verfailles, Their care is not
lefs deftruétive in private houfes. The duke of Orleans’s Bﬁw sand

thc princt of Monaco’s have begn dcamd and \cam;ﬂ\pda fo thmkthat
: ybu
*® ' . i
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y‘d‘ﬁ m: y‘l&d“yoi:r face in them ; *and fome of them have been tranfported

fron rbonr?to cloth, bit by bit, and the feams filled up with colour; fo
ﬁi‘at'fh‘ttn")‘e!&@‘*thcy will not be worth fixpence. Tt makgs me as pee-
vifh as if I was potterity ! 1 hwpe your lordfhip's works will laft longer
than thefe of Louis X1V.' The glories of his fiec/e haften faft to their end,
and little will remain but thofe of his authors,

A et I am, my dear lord,

Your nfoﬁ faithful humble fcrvant,.‘ J
HOR. WALPOLE.

LETTER Xxx ° :
Strawberry-hill, Sept. 24, 1773.

THE multiplicity of bufinefs which I fdund chalked out to me by my
journey to Houghton, has engaged me fo muth, my dear lotd, and thc. un-
pleafant fcene opened’ to me there ftruck me fo deeply, that I have neithef
had time nor cheerfulnefs enough to flatter myfelf I could amufe my friends
by my letters.  Except the pictores, I found every tl}ing worfe tban I ex-
pe&é'd,"' and the profpect almoft too bad to give me courage to purfue what I
am doing. I am totally ignorant in moft of the branches of bufinefs that
are fallen to my lot, and not young enough to learn any new leffon well.
All T can hopefis to clear the worft part of thg way ; fo.r in undertaking to
retrieve an_cftate, the beginning is certainly the moft difficult of tl.xc work,
It is fathoming a chaos, But I will not unfol? a confufion to your*lordfhip

i r.good fenfe will always keep you from experiencing—very un-
gg‘tfcﬁxi\?y §gfor4thq firft gcniufé of this age hold, thgt the bcﬁ mct!?od of
govemmg the world is to throw it into diforder. »The experiment is not
yetcomplé'te, as the re-arrangement is ftill to come.

T am Very feriouly glad of the birth of your néphew !, my lord. Tam

going this eyening with my gratulations ; but have been fo much.abfent, ang
T{ P nr bl O i)} 2, § 3
Lot el RN, iy 3 : i
D ek f&:{“‘;zﬁi.- *.A fon of John earl of Buckingham's, who dicd young. s

Smdy Y |
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fo hugried, that T have not yet had the pleafure of fecing lady Anne*, though
I have called twice. To Gunnerfbusy I have had no fummons this fummer :
I receive fuch  honours, or the want of them, with proper}rcfpé& Laéy
——, I fear, 1s in chace of a Dulcineus that (he will never meet.  When
the ardour of peregrination is a little abated, will not fhe probably give into
a more comfortable purfuit; and, like a print I'have feen of the bleffed
martyr Charles 1. abandon the hunt of a corruptible for that of an incor-
rupitible crown ?  There is another beatific print juft publifhed in that ftyle :
it is of lady Huntingdon. = With much pompous humility, the looks like an
old bafket-woman tramplmg on her coronet at the mopth of a cavern.—
Poor Whitfield | If he was forced to do the honours of the fpelunca !~
Saint Fanny Shirley is nearer confecration. , I was told two days ago that
fhe had written a letter to' lady Selina that was not intclhglblc Her grace
of Kingfton’s glory approaches to confummation in a more worldly ftyle.
The duke is dying, and has given her the whole eftate, 1750007, a.year. I
“am told the has already notified the contents of the will, and made offers

of the fale of Thorefby. Pious matrons have various ways of expreffing
decency, - - : $

« L3

« Your lordfhip’s new bow-window thrives.—I do net want it to remind
me ‘f its mafter 4nd miftrefs, to whom

I am ever the moft devoted humble feryant, ey
HOR. WALPOLE.

: T ———— o

LETTER XXX , P
- Arlmgtom&féet, Nov t,;, 177 3.
1 AM very forry, my dear lord, that you are coming towards us fo ﬂowly.
and unwillingly. T cannot quite wonder at. the lattcr The world is an
old acquamtance that does not xmprovc upon one’s hands :—however, one
muft not give way to the difgufts it creates. My maxim, and praétice too, is
to laugh, becaufe I do not jlke to cry. Icould [hed a pad full of tears over -

C

' Lady Anne Cenolly. o o '
‘:G all
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all;zkwgﬁen at.xdflgamt “fince mypoor nephew’s misfortune '—the more
one }us.to,edo with men the worfe one finds them.—But can one mend
théq_-?-Nd;wﬂxgﬂ' we fhut ourfelves up from them }—~No.—~We fhould
grow humourifts—and of all agimals an Englithman is leaff made to live
alone. For my part, Iam confcious of fo many faults, that 1 think I
grow better the more bad I fee i my neighbours ; and there are fo many. I
would not refemble, ‘that it makes me watchful over myf*lf. You, my,
lord, who hav& forty more good qualities than 1 have, fhould not feclude
yourfelf. I do not wonder you defpife knaves and fools ; bug remember,
they want better examples, -~ They will never grow afhamed by* converfing
bt with one another. g

-

‘

- Toame to fettle-here on Friday, being drowned®out of T'wickenham. [
find the town defolate, and no news in it, but that the miniftry give up the
Irith tax—{ome fay, becaufe'it will not pafs even in Ireland ; others, becaufe
the city of London would have petitioned againft it; and fome, becaufe
there were faftions in the council—which is not the moft incredible of all.
I am glad, for the fake of fome of my friends*who would have fuffered by it,
that it is over. In other refpeés, I have tod much private bufinefs of my
own to think about the public, which is big enough to take care of itfelf, =

- I have heard of fome of lady, ’s mortifications, I have regard and
efteem for her good qualities, which are many—but I doubt her genius will
never fuffer her to be quite happy. As the will not take the pfalmift’s ad-
vice of not putting truft, I am fure the would not follow mine; for, with all
her piety, king Pavid is. the only royal perfon fhe will not liften to, and
therefore I forbear my {fweet council. When the and lord H meet,
will not they put you in mind of count Gage and lady Mary Herbert, who
met in ‘the mines of Afturias after they had failed of the crown of Poland ?
—Adieu, my 'glcar lord! Come you and my lady anlong us. You have

fome friends that are not odious, and who will be rgjoiced to fee you both—

witnefs, for one, :
7o) e Yours moft faithfully,
B : 4 "+ . HOR. WALPOLE,
5.;5‘;‘ ;“"}';1"; C 4 3. ’ ¢ >
e Rt oy N * The infanity of George earl of Orford.
s Lo el ’ 3
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LET T ER XXXIL

] A

Smwherry’-lnll, Nov. 11, 1774

1AM forry there is fill txme, my dear lord, to write o you again ; and
that though there is, 1 have fo little to amufe you with. One is not ‘much
rnearcr news for being within ten miles of London than if in Yorkfhire ;
and befides, whatever reaches us, lady Greenwich catches #t the rebound
before me,,and fends you before 1 can. Our own' circle furnithes very
little.* Dolagers are good for propagatingenews when, planted, but have
done with fending forth fuckers.” Lady Blandford’s coffee-houfe is' removed
to town, and the duchefs of Newcaftle's is little frequented, but by your
fiter Anne, lady Browne and me. This morning indeed I was at a very
ﬁnc concert at old Franks’s at Hlewqrth, and heard Leoni, who plraﬂad me.
more than any thing 1 have heard thefe hundred years. There is a full me-
tancholy melody in hxs voice, though a falfetta, that nothing but a natural
voice almoft ever compaffes. Then he fung fongs of Handel in the genuine
fimple ftyle, and did not put ohe in pain like rope-dancers, Of the opera 1
hear a difmal atcount ; for I did not go to it to fit in our box like an old
“kigg dowager by myfelf. Garrick is trcatmg the town, as it deferves and
likes to be treated, with fcenes, fire-works, and his own wﬁtmg A good
new play I never expeé& to fee more, nor have feen Iince Thc Provoked
Hufband, which came out when I was at fchool. = = « 1
18 dcad they fay by his own hand: I don t know wherefore. I -
was told it was a great political event. If it is, our politics run as low as
our plays. From town I heard that lord Briftol was taken fpeechlef§ with
a ftroke of the palfy. If he dies, madam Chudleigh muﬁ bc tncd by her,
peers, as the is cerrainly either duchefs or countcfs,.

by by 0 D
T

Mr. Conway and his eompany are fo pleafed with Pans. that ohcy talk OF
ftaying till Chriftmas. Iam vlad for t.hcy wdl wtamlv ‘be better di--
yerted therc than here.

« Your lordfhxp s mo{t faithful fcrvant,‘ ‘i a
e ! X : HOR. WALPOLE.

-

4‘4.';1," ,

S LETTER
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2o LETTER XXXIL.
4 V\.g: { ; : »
¢ » Strawberry-hill, November 2, 1776.

PR St e R ¥

: THQUGH.inQ‘iination, and confcioufnefs that a man of my age, who is
neither in parliament nor in bufinefs, has little to do in the world, keep me
a good deal ous of it, yet I will not, my dear lord, encourage you in retire= f
ment, to which for the intereft of your friends you have but too much pro-
penfity. - The manners of the age cannot be agreeable to thof who, have
Iwed in fomething Tob__crcr time¢; nbr do I think, except in France, where
old people are never out of fathion, that it is reafonable to tire thofe whofe
youth and {pirits may excufe fome diffipation. = Above all things it is my
refolution never to profefs retirement, left, when I have loft all my real
teeth, the imaginary one, talled a colt’s, fhould hurry me back and make
me ridiculous. But one never outlivés all one’s cotemporaries ; one may ®
affort with them. Few Englithmen, too, 1 have obferved, can bear folitude
without being burt by it. Our climate makes us capriciovs, and we
muft rub off our roughnelfes and humours againfl one another. We have
too an always increafing refource, which is, that though we go not to the,
young, they muft come to us : younger ufurpers tread on their heels, as they
did on ours, and revenge us that have been depofed.  They may retain their
titles, like gyeen Chriftina, fir Mosie New—, and lord Rey=—; but they
find they have no fubjefts. If we could but live long enough, we fhould
hear lord C——, Mr. 5——, &c. complain of the airs and abominable hours
of the youth of the age. You fee, my dear lord, my eafy philofophy can
divert itfelf with any thing, even with vihong ; which perhaps is the beft
way of treating the great vifion itfeif, life, For half one’s time on¢ thould
lailgh"witﬁ the world ; the other half, af it=~and then it is hard if we want
amufement. ' ' '

1 'am Keartily glad, for your lordfhip’s and lady Afdne Conolly’s fakes, that
eneral Howe is fafe, I fincerely intereft myfelf for every body you are con-
cerned for. - I will fay no more on a fubje@ on which I fear I am {o un-
lucky as to differ very much’ with your lordthip, having always fundamen-
tally difapproved our condu@ with America. Indeed the prefent profpect of
Mmym‘hhen we have fo much difabled ourfelves, and sare ex-
pofeg in fo many quarters, is a topic for general lamentation, rather than
Y o , Ppps for
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for tanvafling of oplmons, which every‘man muft form for himfelf : and I
doubt the moment is advancing thn wc Yhall be forced to thmk alike at
leaft on the prefent. : ; A s A s m 08
£t g e T 12 I

I have not been yet above a mght at a time in town-'hbut ﬂzall be glad to
gwc your lordfhip and lady Strafford a meeting there whcpcver you pleafc.

Your moft faithful humblc fcrvmt, 3t
S gl ity HOR WALPOLE

‘

! N .

e 4 1 L o

LEFTER XXXBL 0 s fiptosd
3 . Strawberry-hill, ]n'né"zﬁ,‘ 1480,
MY DEAR LORD, '" . ‘ :

IF thc late events had been within the common proporuou of news, 1
would have tried to entertaine your lordfhip with an account of them ; but
thcy were far beyond that ize, and could only create horror and mdxgna-

q'xon Religion has often been the cloak of injuftice, outrage and villainy :
in“our late tumalts, it fcarce kept on its mafk a moment; its perfecutlon
was downright robbery ; and it was {o drunk, that it killed its banditti fafter
than they could plunder.  The tumults have been carried on in fo violent
and fcandalous a manner, that I truft they will haye no copies.. When pri-
fons are levelled to the ground, when the bank is aimed at, and. refazmanon
is attempted by conflagrations, the favages of Canada are the only fit allies
of lord George Gordon and this erew. The Tower is much too. dlgmﬁed a
prifon for him—but he had left no other. - ;

1 came out of town on Friday, havmg feen a good dcal of the ﬂ)pckmg
tranfactions of Wednefday night—in fact, it was difficult to be in London
and not fee, or think fome part of it in flames—I faw thofe of the King’s
Bench, New prifon, and thofe on the three fides of the Fleet-market, which
- united into one blaze. The town and parks are now one camps—thé’ next
. difagreeable fight to the capital being in afhes, It will ftill not have been a
fatal tragedy, if it brirgs the nation ene and all to their fenfes. It will ftill
be not quxtc an unhappy country, if we refleét that the de""bonﬁmnen,
| cu&ly as it was in the laft reign, was the moft dcﬁrablc of any in the uni-

vcrfé. ¥
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imfe. ,- it' made us zhen the firfk people in Evrope—we have a vaft deal of

und tq recover—but can we take® better path than that which king
leham pointed out to us? I mean the fyftem he left us ag the revolution.
lam avcrfc to all changes of 4 Ht—it fitted us Juﬁ: as it was.

SO ST K 5

For fome ti&ne even individuals muft be upon their guard. Our new
a,nd now imprifoned apoftle has delivered fo many congenial faint Petets
frpm jail, that one hears of pothing but robberies on the highway. Your
lordﬂups fifter, lady Browne and I have been at T'w ickenbam-park this

. evening, and kept togcthcr and. had a horfeman at our rcturn.’ Baron
dAg.mldr was fthot at in that very lane on Thurfday night. A troop of the
~ fugitives had rendezvoufed i Combc-w ood, and were dxﬂodged thence yef-
tcrda.y by the light-horfe.

Ido not know a fyllablc but what relatcs to thefe difturbances. The

" ncwfpapers have negle@ed few truths.  Lies, without their natural pro-
j)eﬁﬁty to_falfehoods; they could not avoidy for every minute produces fome,
~at leaft exaggerations, We were threatened with fwagms of good pro-
teftants @ bruler from all quarters, and report fent various detachments frpm

* the metropolis on fimilar errands ; but thank God theyhave been Wit re-
ports l——Oh ! when fhall we have peace and tnnqmlhty ? 1 hope your lord-
fhip and lady Strafford will at leaft enjoy the latter in your charming woods.
1 bave long doubted which of our paffions is the firongeft—perhaps every

" one of them is equally ftrong in fome perfon or other—but 1 have no doubt
v ‘bﬁt é.mbmon is the moft deteftable, and the moft mcxcufablfc ; forits mif-
""*' chiefs a.nq,by far the moft extenfive, and its enjoyments by 'no means pro-
“ portioned toits anxicties. The latter, I believe, is the cafe of moft paffions
=Dt then all but ambition coft little pain to any but the pofleffor. An
* | ambitious man muft be diveftéd of all feeling but»for himfelf. ' The tor-
o " ment of others is his high road to happinefs. Were the tran{migration of
l‘3['(?'1115 u'uc, and accompamcd by confcioufhefs, how delighted wouid Alex-
a;’s&et or Craefus be to find themfelves on four legs, and divefted of a will,
to conqucr new worlds, or to heap up all the wealth of tl'us ! Adxcu, my

? .:. | “},* A ‘ ;
agh : “"’Q‘Igd i *& »
o ﬁ’“‘% ¢ Iami?moﬁ gratcfully your lordﬂup s obedient humble frvant,

s ~ HOR. WALPOLE,
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LSTTER XXXIV L T, P
¢
i Strahbcrry-hdl September 9, 1780.

1 AM very happy at receiv mg a letter from your lordfhip this moment,
as I thought it very long fince we had correfponded, but am afraid of be-
ing troublefome,” when I have not the excufe of thanking you, or fomething
worth telling you, which in truth is not the cafe at prefent. ' No foul, whe-
ther interefted or not, but deafens one about eleCtions. I always dctc{’ced
them, even when in parliament ; and when 1.ived a good deal at White’ Sy
preferred hearing of Newmarket to eletions ; for the former, being uttered*
in a language I did not underftand, did not gngage my attention; but as
they talked of eleftions in" Englifk, T could not help knowing what they
faid.. 1t does furprife me, 1 own, that people can choofe to ftuff their
heads with details and circumftances, ,of which in' fix weeks they will never
hear or think more. The weather till now has been the chief topic of
converfation. Of late it has been the third very hot fummer ; but refrefhed
by fo little rain, that the banks ¢f the Thames have been and are, I believe,
like thofe of theeManzanares. + The night ‘before laft we had fome good
fhewers, and to-day a thick fog has diffolved in fome as thin as gauze.
Still'f am not quite forry to enjoy the weather of aduft climates without
their tempefts and infe@s.—Lady Cowper [ lately vifited, and but lately :
if what 1 hear is true, I fhall be a gainer, for they talk of lord De—
having her houfe at Richmond : like your lordfhip, I confef¥ I was fur-
prifed at his choice. T know nething to the prejudice of th &you hd’y—--
but I fhould aot have feleéted, for fo gentle and very atniable a man, a fifter
of the emprefs of fafhxon, nor a daughter of the goddefs of w:fdom 2

PR § A
v y

They talk of great dlﬂhmfa&xons in the fleet. Geary and Barnngtbn are
certdinly retired, - It leoks, if this deplorable war fhould continue, m”ﬁ'all
our commanders hy fea and land were to be d}{graced or dtfgu‘ﬁqd

The people here have. chnﬁ:cned Mf Shirley’s new Mufe 5}4:&-&411 e

It is difimal to think that one may live to feventy-feven, afd go out oﬁﬁw
world doing as ill-natured.an act as pofiible ! ‘When I am reduced to detail
the gazette of Twickenham, 1 had better rclca.{k your lordﬂnp-«but u.thcrq

P y&l

* Becaule bmtt (it was faid) on purpol’e to mmcepfa vww of the Thamu fm his oppoﬁﬁé ;

ncighblmr
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way it i from the utmoft athtenhon and rcfpe& for your lordihip ang lady

Strafford, as I am ever S .
: _ Moft devotedly and gratefully yours,
“ M . HOR. WALPOLE.

i | LETTER XXXV.
. ! . Strawberry- hxl! June [ 3, 1781..

IT was very kind, my deag Iord to recollett me fo foon: I with I could:
veturn it by amufing you ; but ‘here T know nothing, and fuppofe it is owing
to age that even in town I do not find the tranfactions of the world very
cutertammg. One mutt fit up all night to fee or hear any thing—and if
¢he town intends to.do any thing, they never begin to do it till next day. *

Mr, Conway will certainly be here the end of this month, having
thoroughly fecured his ifland from furprife, .and it is not ljable to be taken
any other way. I wifh he was governor of this bigger one too, which d/‘s-
not feem quite fo well guarantied. ‘ . .

Your lordthip will wonder &t a vifit 1 had yefterday : it was from Mr.
s, whp has pafled a day and night here. It was not from my being
a fclhw fcholar of Veftris, but from his being turned antiquary ; the laft
T fhouldhave thought a Macaroni would have taken. 1am as proud:
fuch a ddj:lplc as of having converted Dicky Bateman frome a Chinefe to

a Goth. * Though he was the founder of the Sharawadgi tafte in England, I
preached fo effe@ually that his every pagoda took the veils  The methodifts
fay, one muft have been very wicked before one can e of the cle—yet is
that extreme more diftant from #the fon, which avows knowing and liking
nothing but the fathion of the inftant, to ftudying what were the modes of
five hundred years ago? I hope this converfion will not ruin Mr, s—'s
fortune under the lord lieutenant of ‘Ireland.  How his Irith majefty will
be fhocked, when he afks how large prince B 's fhoe-buckles are
' grown, to be anfivered, he does not know, but that Charles Brandon's colil-

.qcb at the laﬂ: bu’th-day had three yards of velvet in it! and® that the
+ duchefs
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duchefs of Buckingham thruft out her chin two inches farther than‘ever, in

admiration of it! and that the marcluoncfsaf Dorfet had put out hcr 3aw by
endeavouring to imitate her! = . . i 4

We have at laft had fome rains, which l hope exteﬁdéd to Yorkihire,‘
and that your lordthip has found Wentworth-caftle in the bloom of verdure.
Ir always, as in duty bound, wxfh «profperrty to cvery body aﬂd 'every
thing there, and am ;

« You lordthip’s ever devotcd and gratcful humble fcrvant

| HOR. WALPO,L.L.
% ’7"1"-" Bk ‘

5 s o e 3‘( o'y % g ‘l g
LETTER XXXV, e P s

4 0 Strawbgrry <hill, Augﬁﬂ 31, 178(

YOUR lordfHip’s too fnencfly partiality fees talents in me, which T am '
furs d do not poflefs. With all my defire of amufing vou, and with. all y
fenfe of gratitude for your long and unalterable goodncfs, it is qﬁxte ime
poffible to fend you an cntcrtammo letter from hence. 'I‘he infi ipidity of '

my life, that is pafled with a few old people that are wearing pﬁt like my-

felf, after furviving fo many of my acquamtance, can furnith no mattcr of
correfpondence. What few novelties I hear, come flale, w not till they
have been hathed in the newfpapcrs, and, though wc are engaged in fuch
big and wide wars, they prodice no ﬁnkmg events, nor furnifh any thing
but regrets for the lives and millions we fling away to no purpofe! One
cannot divert when Oge can only compute, nor extract cutcptammcp;f from
prophecies that there is no reafon to colour fayourably. Wc have m&eed
foretold fuccefs for {feven years togcther, but debts and ta:;es knvc becp the

_{ole complctlon. s ek, ,5 B

_If one turns to prxvatc life, what is. there to furmﬂ:l .plcaﬁng topxcsa
Diffipation_without ob;o&, pleafure, or genius, is the only colour of the

times. Que hears every day of fomebody undone, but can we or they tell
how, except When it is by the moft expeditious of all mcans, P:mng? Q‘nd

« ¢ MY’

%
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nd*, evm t‘he lofs of an hundred thoufand pounds is not rare enough tp be
furprifing. - One may ftare or growl, but cannot relate any thing that is
worthshearhg. 1do not love to cenfure a younger age ; but,in good truth
they neither amufe me nor enabie me to amufe others. i

"The pleafanteft event I know, happened to myfelf laft Suuday morning
when general Conway, very unexpeltedly, walked in as I was'at breakfaft, m-
his way to ParR-place. He looks as well in health and {pirits as ever I faw
him 3 and though he ftaid but half an hour, I was perfe&tly cont,cnt s hc is
at home. . .

.
.

Tam glad your lordfhip likes, the fourth book of The Garden, which is
admirably coloured. The verfion of Frefnoy I thitk the fineft tranflation I
éver faw. Itisa moft beautiful poem extracted from as dry ang profiic a
parcel of verfes as could be’ put together: Mr, Mafon has gilded lead, and
burnifhed it highly. Lord and lady Harcourt I thould thmk would make
him a vifit, and 1 hope for their fakes will vifit Wentworth-caftle. As they
both have tafte, I fhould be forry they did not fee the pcrfc&cﬁ fpecimen of
architeéture T know.

Mrs. D— ccrtam}y goes abroad this winter. I am glad of it for c\'c‘;:
rcafon but her abfence. I am ce;tam it will be effential to her health ; and
the has {o éminently a claffic genius, and is herfelf fo fuperior an artift, that
I enjoy the pleafurc the wxll havein vifiting Italy.

#s your Jordfhip has bonourcd all the produétions of my pref§ with your
aéccgpmice, 1 venture to inclofe the laft, which I printed t§ oblige the
—~S. There are many beautiful and poetic expreffions in. it. A
wed&mg to b_é"fm“é is neither a new nor a promifing fubjeét, nor will outlaft
: the favours ftill 1 think Mr. Jones's ode is uncommonly good for the oc-
, ' at leaft, if it does not much charm lady Stra&'ord and your lordfhip, «
1 know ynu will receive it kindly asa tribute from Strawberry-hill, as every
homage is duc to you both from its mafter.

'*f‘ S S ‘v"xss_,*_ b ' Your devoted humble fervant,

.5 s ' HOR. WALPOLE.

% ~. € ; i vn,e marriage of lord Althorp with mifs Bingham.



EAC"H freth mﬁ‘ pf your
me for thanks an an anfwer: ¢
1 ot only grow fodd héﬁf;. 1€,
they.advife me to kee «
fit to be mfp ping - or

thc vergc ‘of t ¢ tomb,

ever dear et are gomg to leave may be, , all lkﬁat is. nmtp}
dear muft ceafe to mt;cmﬁ us much. . If thofc raﬂa&wb)p% themfelves
thh our gayeft tho,;;gbts, muft not @hg&u‘ hue grow more @uﬁy when put
lic misfortunes and difgraces caft a,.gmeml fhade * Vit s true,
{oon emerges out of every gloom, and wantons mbafgrw«-But does not
that levity imprint a ftill deepar. melanchoiy an thefe ‘who do thmk?» ‘Haye
any of sour cal:vnmcs corm&cd us? Arc we not ‘revelling on - the
'mimﬁtg@. or. cﬁw ;ghat
wc“fhould grow'morc fober‘* Are ’ehcfc M or; letters, my de 3

ing for future hxﬁory by the petns of alb’mn mcm eﬂcmif.{ Whe
England fee two whole armies lay;ann A%mm‘ u%d*ﬁumn&m
pn{oners? ‘Can' venal addreffes effac - fuch ﬁ:;gmag that “

in every country in Europe? ~Or will fuch difgrac ‘
Is not America loft to us? M‘We‘ Wct"f y ‘more hu "v
demon of ‘obftinacy~-and fhall we tax ouf{dvmﬁwer
the ﬁcnﬁcci Thefe’%w ”ihmights I of no W

- that has fwalia‘wad upgall our prmcx
with its wonted fovereignty; I had rather
tion.—Yet I cannot taik, for 1

g
not fix days ago, that in Wc‘hea ht of’ *ﬁoﬁr ra;
an account of t&evpf.&

#
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%ﬁgrs ,aud coufins ?  Had we had Gazettes and Morning Pofts in
would mhcy have: been filled with duch tittle-tattle after the battle
t, or in the murckrcfemblmg weeks after the batgle of Nafeby ?
French trifie equally.even during the ridiculous war of the Fronde ?
; as xmﬁértmcm‘ then, at lcaft they had wit in their levity.
s'in condudt, and as clumfy as bears wﬁen we try to gam

h% my lord ! I have no patiénce with my counitry ! and fhall Icave
éagre‘t '——Can'*Wc be pa-oud whon all Europc ﬁorns us ! It was

Mﬂﬂnp s pardcm, if 1 havc fand t00 much— but T do not be-
re. ou have never fold yqurfclf and, therefore, have not been ,
tor'out deftruction.* You muft be happy mow not to have a fon,

Ve to 'gréwel in the dregs of England, Your lnrdfhx%xas
‘as to fecede from the folltes of your countrymen. May
d fford long enjoy the tranquillity “that has® been )?Sur op-
in better days t—and may you amufe yourfelfWithout giving lg«®
; iﬂiﬂe‘ dVCFﬁo?WCd in this letter from i

o rar A §sT Y
}0. ’ ’ >on .

Yom' devoecd humble fcn ant,

L

HOR., WALPOLE!

Sm\vhefi'y hill, Auguft 16, 1782.
. dfhip, T behcve ;t muft be conveyed by a
".'watm, and a po{hmn has not where to fet the
that in' the north you have not been {o
y fortunate ; f'or in thefe parts &ay thing is
gyn, the fheep, and the camps—Dbut, in truth,
m moft gleomy, and even in leffer lights " uncom-
t ftir, but armed for battle. Mr. Potts, who

Qqq?2 , lives
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lives at Mr. Hindley” s, was attacked and robbed laft week at thc |
Gunnerfbury-lane, by five footpads who had two blunderbuffes, ady
Browne and ] do contihue going.to Tw:ckenham-park but | I"don t know
how long it will be prudent, nor whether it 1s fo now.

** T have not been at Park-place, for Mr. Conway 8 n@%r tm, if‘Monly
for a night or t¥o. His regiment was révicwed yeflerday at Athford-c
but 1did not go to fee it.—In truth, T have fo little tafte for tommon fi
that I never did fee a review in my life. 1 was in town laft we
faw not mdnfieur de Graﬂ't' ‘nor have feen the gmm ofthc‘avmif

Poor Mrs. Clxve is certamly very declmu;g, but has been bettet of hte,
and, which I am glad of,thinks herfelf better. All'vifions that cemf'(in: one
are defirable—the conditions of mortality do not bear being pryed into ;
nor am I an admirer of that philofophy that fcrutinizes into them: the
philofophy of deceiving one’s felf is vaftly prcferahle. . l%at ﬁgmﬂ\es an-
ncxpaung what we cannot, prcvent? Lv i

I do not prete,nd to fend yous lordﬂup any news, for 1 da,not kmw a mtle,
Ror inquire. - Peace is the fole event of which I wifh to hear. For private
news I have owtlived almoit all the world with which I was acquainted,
and have no curiofity about the fiext generation,  fcarce more than about
the 2oth century. I with I was lefs indifferent for the fake, of the few
with whom 1 correfpond, your lordfhip in particular, who are always fo
good and partxal to me, and on whom I fhould mdubltably wait, were I fit
to take 2 long -journey ; but as T walk no%ctter than a tortoxﬁ:, I make a
confcience of not incommodating my friends, whom I thould only confine
at home, Indeed both my feet and hands are fo lame, that I now fcarce
cver dine abroad. Being fo antiquated and infipid, I will relaafa ]
}ordﬂup, and am, with my unalterable refpeés to lady Smﬁ'gd WL

Your lordﬂup s moﬁ dcvotcd huﬂblc f?mpt, ¥
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gm e o Strawbeny-hxll O&ober 3, 1782
N lD}B think it long ﬁnce 1 ‘had the honour of hearing from your lord-
 thip 3. but confcious how little I could repay you with any entertainment., [
_ waited with patience. In fa@, I believe fummer-corre(pondcnces often turn
onmphmts of want of news. It is unlucky that that is generally the feafon
of co as it is of feparation, People affembled in'a capital con-
* trive. m fnrniﬁxmateer, but then thty have not occafion to write it. Summer
hmg the feafon of campaigns, ought to be more fertile—I am glad when that
isnot the cafe, for what is an account of a battle but a lift of burials ? Vultures
; and birds of prey might write with pleafure to their correfpondents in the Alps
- of fuch events—but they ought to be melancholy topics to thofe who have
. no beaks or'talons. = At thxs moment, if I'was an epicure among the fharks,
Ifﬂrowld rejoice that general Elliot has juft fent the carcafes of 1500 Spa-
niards. down to market under Gibraltar—tbut I am more pleafed that he
-~ difpatched boats and faved fome of thofe* whom he had overfet. What
~muft a man of fo much fcelmg have fuffered at being forced to do his duty
fo well as he has done ! T remember hearing fuch another humane being,
that brave ‘old adrmral fir Charles Wager, {ay, that in his life he had never

lulledaﬂyx

T!m demolition 9f the Spaniﬂ: ‘armada is a great event—a very good
one. if it prcVents a battle between lord Hewe and the combined ﬂectq, as

‘1 thould hope ; and yet better if it produces peace ; the only. political crifis
 to which I look with cagerncfs. Were that happy moment arrived, there
“is ample matter to employ our great men, if we have any, in retrieving
the affairs of this country, if they are to be retrieved.—But though our
; fedeuta.ry politicians write abundance of letters m the newf{papers, fall of
S ",uf public fpirit, T doubt the nation is not fober enough to fet about
p W’w kin earneft. When none reform themfelves, little good is to
'z eéted. We fee by 'the excefs of highwaymen how far evils will go
b | atQmpt is made to.cure them. I am fure, from the magnitude
i nce, that I am not talking merely like an old man. 1
Wm ahovc thirty yeafs, and ufed to go every where round at all

hours

\
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hours of the night without an; txon cannot no Par from
own houfe aftegr Tun—fct Wl&{ﬁ ‘J Tcrv?fd;”‘ Jwﬂha'ﬁ?#%d.erw\fhsy
I am not furpr:fcd vour Mdﬂz‘&p’.‘”-fliﬁafantﬁ:\g ere &oicn a wé;‘nan was
taken laft Satu.day mght loaded ‘With nine gem tud tfhemL fay has im-
peached a gang of fourteen’ houfc-'bretkcx‘s—-bu théfe myl.mdcr gmduatcs-—-‘
when they fhould have taken their doétor’s de re.cs,, tbey would not pgvc
piddled in fuch little game. . Thofe xcgnusoprof;ﬂ'or; thg nabobs h‘gvc taught
men not to plunder for farthings. S

b :?,:
Tl “, A x‘?

Iamwery fenﬁblc of your lordﬂup s kmdnc[s to my ncPhcw Mr. .
He is a fenfible, well-behaved  young maf, q;nd, Itruﬁ: would pot hav
abufed your goodncfs. A ,

Mr. Mafan wrncs to me, that heihaﬂ be at Yorkat tha egd pf,ghu
month. T was to have gone to Nunéham ; but’ the hot i
vanced, that it is a queftion whether t&cy canrccclvc me.. M
has been idle there. 1 am furc, if he. found no mufcs t}nerc,". e could Ple‘
up none at Oxford, where there i is not fo much asa bed-makcr ﬂ;a;rcvcr
lived in amufc s fnmxl;. ) o

' ‘-‘ ’?‘, A v';‘;‘.rrt ’

.y

| ‘n ol
lw"iv ’!"f" 4 ‘&

oot reject his homa e. )
) g ol o wz,;c »&,,_t

I'am ever hcr ladyﬂup s and your lm:dﬂnp s

PAL Il e i B
b Mﬂm&Wﬁm :
B Ml Bt »rl.r w}h«ﬂ ¥ W* QWR
i o vgqg‘ WAme:’r

Jd i )
R e 'w gt R
:.” :",. lw‘ ‘« t e W 7.. L ,‘ 1:.' ‘

ul \,
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o ‘gmw

perceive that thcy grow as amuquated as the Wntér. 7_ Ne . mgﬁtluzI of
Jettérs : when we give them a body of our own invention, it is as unlike to
life as a ftatae. I have withdrawn fo much fromﬂlc world,
pcrs know every thing béfore me, efpecndlym they have ufurped the
3 v province

{ s
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e of tqlhg gvcry thing, private as well as public ; and confeqyently
deal more than I fhould wifh to know; or like to report, - When |
th {iranﬁt&aons of much younges people, they do nqt pafs from my
ny memo *? nor dces your lordfhip m.terq{t yourfelf more about

t

1a1 ’!ﬁg th when one reduces one's departmcnt to fuch nar-
s, one’s corrc ondcncc fuffers by )t. However, as 1 defire to thow
"tude and attachment, not'my wit, 1 fhall certainly obey your
ofrg‘ as you are content to read my letters, after T have told you
ﬂ;;y can entcrtam you. ;
my gﬁs of' French I‘oclxeve we fhall have few more. They have
2 Mlﬂﬂd ﬁs fo totally by the war, much lefs enriched themfelves fo much
that they who have been here, complamcd fo piteoufly of the ex-
efs ’_;_.:jEngl‘and that probab‘.y they will deter others from a {imilar
c ,‘13 their ﬁcklenefs, are, the French conftant toany thmrr bute
“themfelves. Their Anglomanie [ hear has mounted—or de-
fcenﬂed—«frdm our éuﬁoms‘ to our perfons.  Englifh people are in fafhion at
Verfailles. A Mr. =z, who ‘wrote (omc pretty verfes at Bath two or
thr%e,‘y&m ago, is'a favourite there. One who was fo, or" may be ftill, the
m“‘ Dilfon, came upon a very different, errand—in fhort, to purchafe w#hy
price a _" book written by ngiict, which was juft coming out, called Antor-
m That wxll‘tcll your‘ldrﬂﬁnp Why the bean Dt//on was thc mcffcngcr
& »&mMa x A3
£l _mfﬁcur de Gmgnes and his daughtcrs came hxthcr-—-but it was at eight
‘night in ths hérghﬁ“‘ﬂﬁﬁe detugc. You may be fure I was much

red by s ) avifit! 1 was forced to light candles to fhow them any
% g ' %ﬁm%é“ﬁgﬂed the moon to fhow them the views. | If this is
their Wa? of feéing England, they might as well: Took at it with an opera
%afs from ﬁi@ ‘ﬂioré o? Calaxs. o , ‘

. i'::‘“Mafon is to come to“me on Sunday, and ‘will find me mighty bufy
“my y lock of bay, which is not yet cut. I don’t know why, but
a‘l\?(iys more anxious abOut their hay than their corn, or twenty

that coft them ‘more. I fuppofe my lord Chefterfield, or fome
r, ma e xt fathionable to care about one s hay —-Nobody betrdys

" . . - We
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We have exchanged fpring and fummu for autumn and wmtcs, as well
as day for night. * If religion or law enjoined people to. love. light and pro-
{pes and verdure, I fhould not wonder.if pcrvcrfcuefs made us hate them—
no, nor if focxefy made us prefer living alwayg in town to folitude and beauty.
—But that is not thecafe, The moit £aﬂnonablc hurry”mtq the country at
Chriftmas and Eafter, let the weather be ever fo bad—and the fineft ladies,
who will go nowhither till eleven at; mght, certamly pafs more nrefomd
hours in London alone than they would in the country.—=But all this is no
bufinefs of mipe : they do what they like, and fodoI—And ] am e ingly-
tolerant about people who are perfectly indifferent to me. , The fun and the
{eafons were not gone out of fathion when1'was young—-—and I may do what
I will with them now I am old: for fathion i fortumately no law but to its
devotees.  Were 1 ﬁv’c-ana-twcnty, I dare to fay, I thould think every whim
of my, cotemporaries very wife, as 1 did then, In one light Iam always on
the fide of the youngs for they only filently defpife thofe whodo not conform
to their ordonnances ; but age is veryeapt to be angry at-the. change of cuf-
toms, and partial to others no better founded. It is happy when we are oc-
cupied by nothing more ferious, ®It is happy for a nation, when mere fathions
are a topic that cin employ its attention ;. for though diffipation may lead to -

graver moments, it commences with eafe and trauquxlmy ; and they at leaft
who-live before the foenie fhifts arg fortunate, confidering and comparing -
themfelves with  the various regions who enjoy fio parallel felicity. = 1 con-
fefs my refleCtions are couleur de rofe at prefent. I did not much expect to
live to fee peace, without far more extenfive ruin than has fallen on vs. T
will not probe futurity in fearch of lefs: agreeable. oopjufhms. Prognofbi-
cators may fee many feeds of dufky hue——but I am too old to look forwards.
Without any. omens, common fenfe tells one, that in the revolution of ages
nations muft have unpru{perous.permds ~—But why thould Itorment myfelf
for what may happen in twenty years after my death, more than for what
may happen in two hundred? Nor fhall I be more interefted in the one
than in the other. This is no indifference for my coum:ry —1I with it could
always be happy—But o 1 do to all other countries. - Yet'who couki ever:
pals a tranqml momcnt., if ﬁaqh fuwrc fpccnlaudus wexed hami e

o ‘,‘!ﬂ."i A8 el

Adieu, my good lqnd '-\-J* doubt thxs letm»has more muks of{feﬂil'ty-
than the onc Tannounced at the beginning. - 'When I had no news to fend
you, it was ne reafon for ﬁm; you with common phee&-—f-“ﬂww %d-
9 ik ¥ ﬂnp S
I : .
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thip's indulgence fpoils me. Does*not it look as if I thought, that, begaufe
vou commend my letters, you would like whatever I fav?  Will not judv
Strafford think that I abufe your patience =1 afk both ;our,;\:trd\_‘u:\-;md
am to both . » ‘

A moft devoted humble fervant,

HOR. WALPOLE.

. LETTER XLL ,

Strawberry-Lill, Augul 1, 1783

IT would be great happinefs indeed to me, my dear lord, if fuch nothings
as my letters could contribute to any part of your lordfhip's; but as your .
own partiality beftows their chief mezit on them, you fce they owe more
to your friendfhip than to the writer, It is not my intereft to depreciate
them ; much lefs to undermine the foundation of their fole worth.  Yet it
woud be dithoneft not to warn your lordthip, that if my fetters have had
any intrinfic recommendation, they muft lofe of it every day. Years a:d
frequent returns of gout have made a ruip of me. I)ullne{;, in the form of
indolence, grows upon me. I amenactive, lifele(s, and (o indifferent to moft
things, that I acitherenquire after nor remember any topics that might enliven
my letters. Nothing is fo infipid as my way of pafling my time. DBut ]
need not {pecify what my letters {fpeak.—They can have no fpirit left—and
would be perfeftly inanimate, if attachment and gratitude to your lordthip
were as liable to be extinguifhed by old age as our more amufing qualitics.
I make no new conneétions ; but cherith thofe that remain with all the
warmth of youth and the picty of grey hairs. A

The weather here has been, and is, with very few intervals, fultry to this
moment. I think it has been of fervice to me; though by overheating
myfelf I had a few days of lamenefs. The harveft is half over already all
round us, and {o pure, that riot a poppy or cornflower is to be feen.  Every
field feems to have been weeded like B——"s bowling-green. 1f Cere,
who is at leaft as old as many of our fafhionable ladies, loves trickmg her-
felf gt in flowers as they do, fthe muft be mortified ; and with more reafon ;

Vor.V. ° , Rrr for

A
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for Jfhe looks well always with top-kmots of ultramarine and Vermilion,
which modern goddefles do not foe half fo long as they think they do. As
providence fthowers {0 many bleffings on us, I witfh the peace way confirm
them! Neceffary T am fure it was—and when it canuot reftore us, where
thould we have been, had the war continued ! Of our fituation and profpect
I confefs my opinion is melancholy—not from prefent politics, but from
*paft. We flung away the moft brilliant pefition—1I doubt, for a long feafon !
With politics I have totally done. I wifh the preient minifters may laft;
for I think better of their principles than of thofe of their oppenents (with
a few falvds on both fides), and 1o 1do of sheir abilitigs,—But it would be
folly in me to concern myfelf about new génerations.—How little a way cin

I {ee of their progrets I .
I am rather furprifed at the new gountefs of . How could a wo-
« mau be ambitious of refembling Premetheus, to be pawed and clawed and
gnawed by a vulture ? T beg vour earldom’s pardon ; but I could not con-

ceive that a coronet was {overy tempting !

Laldy Browne is quite recovered-—unlefs the relapfes from what we
Fﬁﬁl‘r at Twickenham-park from a lord N , an old feaman, who i¢
come to Richmond on a vifit to the duke of Montrofe. I think the poor
man muft be out of his fenfes—at leaft he talks us out of ours. It is the
moft inceflunt and incoherent rhapfody that ever was heard. , He fits by the
card-table, and pours on Mrs. N all that ever happened in his voyage:
or his memory.  He details the fhip’s allowance, and talks to her as if the -
was his irfl* mate.  Then irf, the mornings he carries his daughter to town
to fee St. Paul’s, and the Tower, and Wefltminfter-abbey ; and at night dif-
gorges all he has feen ; till we don’t know the ace of fpades from queen
Llizabeth’s pocket-piftol in the armory. Mercy on us'!—And mercy on
your lordfhip too! Why fhould you be {ftunned with that alarum ? Have you
had your earthquake, my lord? Many have bad theirs. T uffure you Fhave
nad mine. Above a week ago, when broad awake, the doors of the cabinet
by my bed-fide rattled, without a breath of wind. 1 imagined fomebody
was walking on the leads, or had broken into the room under me. It was
between four and five in the morning. I rang my bell. Before my fervant
could cdme 1t happened again ; and was exacily like the horizontal tremor I
felt from the earthquake fome years ago. As 1 lad rung once, it is gfain I

. ' ‘was
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was awake, I rang again ; but h&rd n othing more, | it ]
there was fome commotion ; nor is it orifing that t} a‘ln_ el e
of fire on the coafts of Italy and Sici iy ﬂuimul hav (.1 nf ‘fii(\l:‘uhlul . Sy
t:On that has extehd vd fuintly hacher, and Lwtnbutu’ t:m the hml‘i”‘:‘“i‘l‘“'l‘{‘
that have been o c\tmmdm.m. George I\Lmn\u iad of our | rth
quake, that it was {5 tame you might have ftroked it, It 15 : 111‘”“) tt (l ;H“-
live where ong can reafon on th;m without dren ding them ! . \V ;11 r‘1 ; » tl)
fa&ion fhould you have in havin 3 erected fuch a monument of vo l td‘tll ~-
my lord, as Wentworth-¢; ile, 'i' you did not know but jt mwh: Y)I l
turned 1 a moment and ciuth¥ou ?, Sir William Hamilton 15 (fmt Llu\]:-
h'ls been groping m all thofe devafl ations,—Of all vocations | \\'ll‘lll l\uul l):
a profeffor of earthquakes ! ! 'pan_‘ ftudies that, are coulewr dv rofo—no
would ever think of calumities, it { can do nu'hm" to relieve \hem‘ \“c:
this is a weaknefs of mind that 1 do not defend, The v are more ref );-d able
who can behold philofophically the greut theatre of cvents-—or r atlfu ‘rlns
little theatre of ours! In fome ampler {phere, they may look on the ¢ x-.
taftrophe of Meffina as we do on l\uLm" to;mcc\ an ant- huil B

Blefs me! what a farrago is my letter ! It is like the ktracls of books
in a monthly mdg'wmc_l had no right to cenfure poor lord N aly
ramblings ! Lady Strafford will think  he has infe@ed me. Good-night,

my deas lord and lady ! y
= Your ever devoted
HOR. WALPOLE.

LETTER XLII,
Stwawberry-hill, Sept. 12, 1765,

YOUR lordfhip tells me you hope my fummer has glided pleafantly,
like our Thames. I cannot fay it has paffed very plumnrl\ to me, though,
like the Thames, ary and low ; for fomehow or other I cavght a theumatic
fever in the great heats, artd cannot get rid of it T have Jnrt been at Parks
place and Nuneha'n, in hopes ch.mgc of air would cure me; but to no
purpofe. Indeed, as want of fleep is my chief complaint, T doubt 1 muf}
mage ufe of a very different and more difagrecable remedy, the air of

Lot on, the ,only p]}(‘r that I ever find anrte with me when I am out of
Rrroz2 o' der.
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order. 1 was there for two nights a fortnight ago, and flept perfectly
well.  In vain has my predilettiol for Strawberry made me try to pers
fuade myfelf that this was all fancy ; but I fear, reafons that apfear ftrong;,
though contrary to our inclinations, muft be good ones.’ LLondon at this
time of year is as naufeous a drug as any in an apothecary’s thop. 1 could
find nothing at all to do, and fo went to Aftley’s, which indeed was much
beyond my expe@ation. 1 do not wonder any longer that Darius was
chofen king by the inftructions he gave to his horfe ; nor that Caligula
made his cgnful,  Aftley can make his dance minuets and hornpipes;
which is more extraordinary than to make them vote at an eleétion, or act
the part of a magiftrate, which animals of lefs capacities can perform as dex-
troufly as a returning officer or a mafter in chancery. But 1 thall not have
even Aftley now. Her majefty the queen of France, who has as much
tafte as Caligula, has fent for the whele dramatis perfonas to Paris.

Sir Williain Hamilton was at Park-place, and gave us dreadful zecounts
of Calabria : he looks much older, and has the patina of a bronze.
’

At Nuneham’l was much’pleafed with the improvements both within
doors and without.. Mr. Mafon was there ; and, as he thines in every art,
was affifting Mrs. Harcourt with his new difcoveries in. painting, by
which he will unite miniature and oil. Indeed, fhe is a very apt and ex-
traordinary {cholar. Since our profeflors feem to have loft the act of colour-
ing, I am glad at leaft that they have ungraduated affeffors.

We have, plenty and peace at laft! confequently leifure for repairing
fome of our loffes, if we have fenfe enough to fet about the tatk. On
what will happen I fhall make no conjetures, as it is not likely I fhould
{fee much of what is to come. Our enemies have humbled us enough to .
content them ; and we have fucceeded fo ill in innovations, that furely we
thall pot tempt new ftorss.in hafte.

From this place T can fend your lordfhip nothing new .or entertaining,
nor expect more game in town, whither nothing but.fearch of health fhould .
carry me. Perhaps it is a vain chace at myage—but at my age one
cannot truft to nature’s operating cures without aiding her—it is.always
time enough to abandon one’s felf, when no care will palliate our decays.
1 hope your lordfhip and lady Strafford will long be in no want of fuel at-

1 ‘ tentions ;

=
\_/_,\\
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tentions: nor fhould I have talked fo much of my own cracks, had
I had any thing elfe to tel] you. It would be filly to aim at vitucity
when it isgone : and though a lively old man is fometimes ap agreeable
being, a pretending old man 15 ridiculous. Aches and® an apothecary
cannot give onc Yenuine fpirits. *Tis fufficient if they do not make
one peevifh.  Your lordthip is fo kind as to accept of me as 1 am,
and you fhall find nothing more counterfeit in me than the fincere refpegt
aud gratitude*with which I have the honour to be

Your lordfhip's moft devoted humble fervant, .

HOR. WALVOLE,

LETTER XLII. »
.
Strawherry-hill, O&cber 13, 1783,

L]

MY rheumatifm, I thank your lordfhip, is certamly better, though not
quite gone. It was very troublefome at night till I. took the bark ; but
that medicine makes me fleep like opium But‘l will fay no more wbout
it, nothing is fo treublefome as to talk’ of chronical C()nlplull}t}% : | husv oi\g:
any right to draw on the compaflion of others, when one muft rencw the

addrefs daily and for months ?

The afpe@ of Ireland is very tempeftuous. I doubF they will }.xur‘t' us
materially without benefiting themfelves.  «f they obt.am wery fhort‘ p‘;r-
liaments, they will hurt themfelves more than us, by "“t‘wd““f"‘.‘:i' a -k.”,‘; ut-
fion 'that will prevent their impr:ovcmcnts.--—Whate{vm country does .Lh(».[;)
fhort parliameuts, will, I.am entxrgly pcrﬁu’idcd, be «forced fo rc‘C}lrlt(?‘ t ;:r
former praétice—I mean, 1if the diforders introduced do not pmv.: ue ‘<. (.-;
fpotifm of fome fort or other. I am very forry Mx Mafon COI]CU“}.“ tr\m%
to revive the aflociations. Methinks our ftate 1s fo .dcplo'ru'blc, tx.;‘l‘ every
healing meafure ought te be attcmptc.d wmftead of lnllOlel()l‘l\..] n;‘ n:y

I expeét nothing but diﬁra&_xons, and am not concerne 'ro' He ‘o
zl‘i'iv.n plaratr’n fo old, that, were 1 difpofed to noveltics, I fhould think shey

L‘fe became my age. 1 fthould,be afbamed, when my hour fhaii come, to

\ be

\)

)
k.
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be cavght in a riot of country 'fquires and patfons, and haranguing a mob
with a thaking head. A leader of fition ought to be young ¢ 'md vigorous.
If an aged '*(nt]cmm does get an afcendant, 11<, may be fure the’ younger
men are counting on his exit, and only flatter him to_ficceed to his in-
flucnce, while thev are I.mUhmﬁ at his mifplaced ‘Ltil\lt‘ At leaft, thefe

would be my thqughts, w ho of all things drcad being a J(ﬁ to: the juvenile,
if they find me out of my fphere, f

L

I have feegr lord C s play, and it has a great deal of merit—per-
haps more than your lordfhip would exp¢él. The lanzuage and images,
arc the beft part, after the two principal feenes, which are really fine.

(A

1 did, as your lordfhip knows and fays, always like and efteem lady
F . T fearce know my lord ; b‘ut from vhat I have heard of him in
“the houfe of lords, have conccncd a good opinion of his fenfe : of his
charadter I never heard any ill—which is a great teftimonial in his favour,
when there are fo many horrid charaéters, 'md when all that are confpicu-
ous have their mynuteft aétions tortured to depofe againft them.

You may be fure, my dear lord, that 1 heartily pity lady Strafford’s and
your lofs of four-legged friends. ‘Senfe and fidelity are wonderful recom-
mendations ; and when one meets with them, and can be copfident that
one is not impofed upon, 1 cannot think that the two additienal legs are
any drawback. At leaft I know that I have had friends who would never
have vexed or betrayed me, if they had walked on all«fours.

I have no news to fend your lordfhip—indeed I inquire for none, nor
wifh to hear any.  'Whence is any good to come? I am every day fur-
prifed at hearing people eager for news. If there is any, they are fure of
hearing it.—How can one be curious to know one does not know what—
and pcrpvruullv curious to know ! Has one nothing to do but to hear and
relate fomething new #—And why can one care about nothing but what
one docs not know }=—And why is every event worth hearing, only becaufe
one hius not beard n? Have not there been changes enough ? divorces
enough ?  bankruptcies and robberies enough?—and, above all, lies
enough '=~No; or people would not be every day impatient for the ngwi-

5 ( " }’}n’?r.

«
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{J.apcr.. I}“"f’*h Iam .g‘ud on Surday when there is no puper, and no frefh
ties circulating,  Adieu, my good lgrd and lady ! My vou lone’ enjoy

; 1113 : % LTI . : PR o 4
vour tranguillity, undifturbed by villainy, folly and madnefs !

. . . - -
o Your mott faithful {crvant,

HOR. WALPOI.L.

I
I
)
!
|

. I’E T,T ER XLIV.

Yoilinlaw |
. Berkeley-fquare, Novewber 10, 1783.

IF T confulted my reputation as a writer, v hich your lordthip’s partiality
1s {o kind as to allot me, | thould wgit a tfew days till mv oranary is tuller
of ftock, which probably it would be by the end of nest week—but iy
truth, 1 bad rather be a grateful, and tonfequently a punéival coretpondent,
than an ingenious one; as I value the honour of your lordfhip's friendihip
more than fuch tinfel bits of fame as can fall to my fhare, and of which |
am particularly fick at prefent, as the Pablic’ Advertifer dreMed me out t'other
day with a heap of that drofs, which he had pillaged frorg tome other fliol!
ing playwrights, who I did not defire {hould be plundered for me.

Indccd,'xghcn the parliament does mcet, I doubt, nay hope it will make
lefs fenfation than ufual.  The orators of Dublin have brought the flowers
of Billingfgate to fg high perfettion, that ours comparatively will have no
more {cent than a dead dandelion. It wour lordthip has hot feen the
{pceches of Mr, I and M. G , yoli muay perhaps Uil think thae
our (_)_\'f’ccr-\}vomcn can be more abufive than members of parliaintnt.

. ; - -
Since I began my letter, I hear that the mceting of ithe delegates from

the volunteers is adjourned to the firft of Februay. This feciisa very fa-
vourable circumftance. [ don’t like a reformation begun by a popith ariv !
Indeed 1 did hope that peace would bring us peace, at lewll not more than
the difcords incidental to 4 free government : but we feem unot to have at-
tained that zera yot! 1 hope it will arrive, though T may not feeit. 1 (hall
not eafily believe that any radical alteration of a conftitution that prefer cd

o(o loug and carried us to & great a height, will recover our a7,
.
@



496 LETTERS rrom T Hon. HORACE WALPOLE

Thera is a wide difference between corre&ting abufes, and removing land-
marks. Nobody difliked more than'l the ftrides that were attempted to-
wards increafing the prerocrativc : but as the excellence of our eédnftitution
above all others, confifts in the balance eftablrthed betwe ¢n ‘the three powers
of king, lords, and commons, I wifh to fec that cqunhbnum preferved. No
fingle man, nor any private junto, has a right to diétate laws to all three. Tn
I%eldnd truly, a ftill worfe {pirit I apprchcnd to be at bottom—in fhort, it
is phrenfy or folly to fuppofe that an army compofed of three palts of catho-

lics can be intended for any good purpofcs.

Thefe are my fentiments, my dear Jord, and, you know, very difinte-’
refted.  For myfelf, I have nothing to wifh bet eafe and tranquillity for the
reft of my time. I have no enmities to avenge. 1 do hope the preient ad-
tniniftration will laft, as I believe there are more honeft men in it, than in
any fet that could replace them, though I have not a grain of partiality
more than Thad for their affociates. «Mr. I"ox I think by far the ableft and
foundeft head in England, and am perfuaded that the more he is tried the
greater man he will appear.

Perhaps it is impertinent to trouble your lordthip with my creed—it is
certainly of no cohfequence to any body—Dbut I have nothing elfe that could
entertain you—and at {o ferious a crifis, can.one think of tnﬂes> In general
I am not forry that the nation is moft d:fpofcd to trifle—the lefs it takes
part, the more leifure will the minifters have to attend to the moft urgent

points.  When fo many individuals affume to be. legiflators, it is lucky that
very few obey, their inftitutes. |

I rejoice to hear of lady Strafford’s good health, and am her and your
Hordfhip’s

‘

Moft faithful humble fervant,

HOR. WALPOLE.

{ : ' LETTLR
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et bl ' LET TRER XLV,
A : e ’
s : ’ Betkeley-fquare, Dee. 11, 1783

e i § . -

A}f’OUR., lordihip is fo partial to me and my idle letters, that I am afraid
of writing them—not left they fhould fink below. the ftandard you have,
plqafcdﬁ to affix to them in your own mind, but from fear of being in-
toxicated into attempting to keep them up"to it, which would deftroy their
only merit, their being written, naturally and without pretenficus,  Grati-
rude and good breeding compel me th make due anfwers ; but 1 entreat your
lordihip to be aflured, that however vain I am of your favour, my only aim
is to preferve the honour of your friendfhip ; that it is all the praife 1 afk or
with ; and that, with segard to letter-writing, 1 am firmly perfuaded that it
is a province in which wonien will al(gays fhine fuperiorly 5 for our fex is
too jealous of the reputation of good fepfe, to condefcend to hazard a thou-
fand trifles and negligences, which give grace, eafe and familiasity to cor-
refpondence.—I will fity no more on that fulseét, for I feel that 1 am on the
brink of a differtation—and though that fault 'would prove she truth of my
propofition, I will not. punith your lordfhip only to convinee you that I am
in the right, j e T TeOE

The wintag is not-dull or difagrecable : on the contrary, it is pleafing, as
the town is occupied ongeneralifubjeéts, and not, as is too common, on pri-
vate feandal, private vices and follies, The India bill, air-balloons, Veftris
and the automaton, fhare all attention. Mrs. Siddons, as Jaf¥@a novelty,
does not engrofs all converfation, Ifabufe il keeps above par, it confines
“itfelf te its preferiptive province, the minifterial line. In that wdlk it has
tumbléd a little into the'kennel—The low buffoonery, of lord —, in lay-
ing the caricaura of the Coalition on the tablé¥ef your lordthip’s houfe, has
levelled it to Sadler’s Wells ; and Mr. ——, the pillr of inveétive, does not
rommife to re-creét it—not, I conclude, from want of having imported 2
'?"Ebfi,it;gredimts, but his prefumptuous debut on the very night of his
tey was {0 wretched, and delivered in fo barbarovs a brogue, that 1 quef-
sti whethes heiwill everirecover the blow Mr. Courtenay gave him, = &
3y correctand improve, and rife from a firft fall ; but ap elderly

diely
i3 o
i %
w

riypld ‘has not an equal ¢hance. M¢i Heme, lord A=—"s heir,

i i Sg 3 but
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but by no means {0 laconic, had more fuceefs. Though his firft cﬂa/)", it was
not at all dathed by bafhfulnefs—and though he might have blufhed for
difcovering fo_much perfonal rancour to Mr. Fox, he rather {epmed to be
impatient to difcharge it, 3
Your lordfhip {ees in the papers, that the two houfes of Ireland have
firmly refifted ‘the innovations of the volunteers. Indeed it was time for
the proteftant proprietors to make their ftand ; for though the catholics be-
have decently, it would be into their hands that the prize would fall. = The
delegates, it is true, have fent over a moft Joyal addrefs—but I with their
aftions may not  contradiét their words! Mr., ——'s difcomfiture here will;
I fuppofe, carry him back toa field wherein hjs wicked fpirit may have more
effeét. It is a very {erious moment !—I am in pain left your county, my

dear lord (yow know what I mean), fhould countemance fuch pernicious
, defigns. ‘

I am impatient for next month, for the plcafurc of ﬁ:mg your lordﬂup
and lady Straﬂord and am of both

- The devoted humble fervant,

HOR. WALPOLE,

: LETTRR XNL .

A _ Strawberry-lhll, Anguﬁ 6, 1784.._

I AM very forry, my dear lord, that I muﬁ anfwer your lordthip’s lettcr
by a condolence. 1 had not’the honour of being acquainted with Mrs,
A" , but have heard {¢ much good of her, that it is. ;Fpoﬁihle not to la-

ment hcr.

Since this month began-, wahave had ﬁnc wedh;;ls ané 'hvene gm?iﬁyif
we had not, when the earth is covered with fi ndant haweﬁa L Thy
talk of an,carthquake having been feltin London. Had fir W, Hamilt
there, he would think the town gave itfelf g_fqlms. He I believe i
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timg up volcanos in his own country. Ta my youth, phnlofophers were
eager to aferibe every uncommon difeevery to the dcluge——now it is the
fafhion to folve every appearance by conflagrations. ' If there was {fuch an
inundation upon the carth, and, fuch a furnace under it, T am amazed that
Noah and company’were not boiled to death. Indeed I am a great feeptic
about human reafonings. They predominate only for a time, like other
mortal fafhions, and are fo often exploded after the mode’is paffed, that b
hold them little more ferious, though they call themfelves wifdom. IHow
many have I lived ‘to fee eftablithed and confuted! For imftagnce; the ne-
ceflity of a fouthern continent as a balance was fuppofed to bé unaitfivera-
‘ble—and fo it was, till captain Cook found there was no fuch thing. We
are poor filly animals: we live, for an inftant upon a particle of a boundlefs
univerfe, and are much like a butterfly that fhould argue about the nature
of the feafons and what creates their yiciflitudes, and does not exaft itfelf to
{ce one annual revolution of them ! 4

Adieu, my dear lord !—If my reveries are foolifh, remember, I give them
for no better. If I depreciate human wifddm, I am furel do not affume a
grain to myfelf, nor have any thmg to valuc - my felfupon More than being

»
-

i \ our lordﬂnp s moft obliged hymblc {ervant,
| " HOR. WALPOLE,

I

SO AW BT, BR vau o

» 15
R~ g T

i ,* w £ e &tzwheny‘hdl Septcmber 7, 1784,

THE fuuﬁ‘lar 18 dombat laft, my ierd drm as ﬁne as a birth-day, though
not with {fo manr’wen on its head, " In truth, the fun is an old fool, who
apes the modern people of fathion by arriving too late : the day is gomg to
bedbeforc he makes his appearance ; and onme has fcarce time to admire his
[ dery 'ﬁa green and 'gold. - It was cruel to behold fuch expanfe of
y W ,‘nd” {ee it all turned to a water-fouchy, If1 coald

ante, which, afking Mr. _Hayley's pardon, I do not, I would have
‘wilifen an olio of Jews and Pagans, and fent Ceres to reproach mafter
Nﬂ' with breaking his promife of the worl:irle\ et being drowned again.—
_ Sss2 But

\
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But this laft week has reftored matters sto their old channcl; and I truft
we fhall have bread to eat mext winter, or I think we muft have lived on |
apples, of which to be fuie there is enough to prevent a famine. ¢This is all
1 know, my 101d and 1 hope no news to ypur lordfhip, .« I have exhauited
the theémes of anr-baﬂoons and highwaymen ; .and if yol wi// have my let-
ters, you muft be content with my common- pla&.c chat on 3he feafons. Ido
mothing worth répeating, nor hear thatothers do: and thfmgh icheaum to
ruft mvfclf 1 fhould be. glad to tell your:lordthip-any. thiligh that would
amufe you. , Idined two days ago at Mrs. Garrick’s with. fir William -
Hamilfon, Who is rcmrnmv to thc ‘kingdom of cinders. « Mrs.: Wnlﬁng-~
ham ‘was: there with her- G uaughtcr. ~He is awery plealing young
mant'; a fine figure s his face like hers, with fomething of his grandfather
fir Charles Williams, without his vanity; very fenfible, and uncommonly
well bred.  Thedaughter is an umtat;cfs of Mrs, D=, and has modelled
A buft of her brother, Mrs, D —— bherfelf is modelling two mafks for the
key-ftones of the new bridge at Hertley. - Sit W illiam, who has feen them,
fays they arc inher true antique ftyle. Tam in pofleffion,of her fleeping dogs
in terra cotta.  She afked me it I would confent to her executing them in
marble for the duke of Richmond }—I faid, Gladly 3 I thould like they
fhould exift ina more durable material—but 1 would not.part with the ori-
ginal, which is fharper and more alive. 'Mr, Wyat the ‘architeé faw them
here lately ; and fuid, he was fure that if the idea was given to the beft fla-
tuary in Europe, he would ‘not produce fo pcnﬁ:& a-groupe. | ‘Judecd ‘with
thefe dogs ‘and ‘the riches I poflefs bylady Di?, poor i ; may vie
with much proudcr colletions. v Pl S ~* m.,,ﬁ 4;?&’1

Adxeu, my gcod lord ! Wh;ch 1 fold up a letter ! ‘am afhnmedmi 1t=but
it is your own fanlt. The laft thing I fhould think of would be troubling
vour lordfhip with fuch infipid ftuff, it you did not command it. Lgﬁy‘Stmf-
ford will bear me tc{hmony haw oftewmw pmteﬁed”a amﬁﬁt.

vl Bk a4 p et b e

1am her lddyﬂup § and your io‘rdﬂup s obedwnthumbiemt, e :«.-'7- :

.'-'u ¢

»w!mﬂ“wﬂw LE.

LETTER
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rSINCE I rcccw’ed thé “bolgth of your lordﬂups laft, 1 have been at
Park-place for a few days. lLord and lady F Co—and Mrs. D——
were there. Wc went on the Thames to fee the new bndgc at Henley}
and Mrs. D——"s coloffal mafks. There is not a fight in the ifland more
worthy of being vifited. The bridge is as perfeét as 1f' bridges, were natural
.pmdué‘txons, and ags beautiful as if it had beea built for WentWorthcaftle ;
and the mafks, as if the Romans had lefe them here. We faw them ina
fortunate moment 3 for the raft of the time was very cold and uncomfort-
able, and the evenings as chill as many we have had lately. - In thort, 1 am
come to think that the beginning of an eld ditty which pafies fora collec~
tion of blunders, was really an old E.nghfh p'tﬁoml, it.ds {0 deicriptive of,

our chmaxm
'-"-;’u.‘:‘-.w‘;" T R it S
PRSP e y Y c.bxldren fhdmg oﬁ'thc e -
U O Anma fummersda.y«-— T 5, Jr
-

I have beem ovcrwhehn@d more than ever by wﬁtaﬁts to my. houﬁ:
Yefterday 1 had count. Oghindki, who was a pretender, to the erown of
Poland at the laft eleétion, and has been flripped of moft of avaft eftate..
He had on a rmgaf the new king of Pruiﬁg or I thould have Wifhcd him.
joy on the death of oue of the plundcrcrs of hucountry

‘Tt has lmgwb%my npmm that the. oanenﬁon&m of; Bcdlam are {o.
numerous, that the thorteft and cheapeft way would be to confine’in Moor-
fields ’hc Sfew thwmmmmm their {enfes, who would,then be fafe; and let
the reft go atilarge. - ’Ebeym wMM-}vﬁmws who are for deftroying
poor. &Qgs ! The whole canine race never fafo.much mifchief as lord
({-corgp(;otdon ; nor even worry hares, but when hallooed on by men,  As
a perfecution of animals, I do not. lovc«hputmg 3 and what old writers

) -asa commendation’; makes me hate it the more, its being an image
oﬂﬁm‘f‘. ercy.or ‘w‘ t deftruction of any fpecies should. be a fport o5 a
m Vhat cruel unrefle@ing imps we are! Every body s unwilling to
e Tivesiof othérs to momeatary paftime, or to the fHill

die fet facrifices t
w%:r yapo'lr, fame,!” A hero or a fportfman who withes for longer life,

1s
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is defjrous of prolongmg devaftation.  We fhall be crammed, I fuppofe,
with panegyrics and cpitaphs on'the king of Pruffia—I am content that he
can now have gn cpitaph. But, alas ! the emperor will write ohe for him
probably iu blood! and, while he fhuts up gonvents for the fake of popula-
tion, Will be fuffing hofpitals with maimed foldiets, befides making
thouflntls of widows il tive juft been reading a new publithed hxﬁ:ory of
the colleges in Oxford by Anthony Wood, and ‘thése found a feature in a
charater that always offended ‘me, that of archblﬂiop ‘Chicheley, ‘who
prompted Heary V. to the invafion of France, to divert him from fqueezing
the ovérgrown clergy.” When' that' priglt meditated founding *All Souls,
and “-confulted his friends (who feem to have been honeft men) what
great matter of piety he had beft perform to God in his old age, he was
advifed by them to build an hofpital for the wounded and fick foldiers, that
daily returned from the wars then 'bad in France”—1 doubt his grace’s
friends thought as I do of his artifice— But,” ‘continues the hiftorian,
““ difliking thofe motions, and valuing the welfare of the deceafed more than
the wounded and difeafed, he refolved with himfelf to promote his defign—
which was, to have mafles, faid for thc king, queen, and himfelf, &c. while
living, and for teir fouls when dead.”—And that mummery the old foolith
rogug thought more éfficaciouis than ointments and medicines for the
wretches he had made?! ‘Aad of the chaplains and clerks he inftituted in
that dormitory, one was to teach grammar, #nd another, prick-fong——How
hiftory makes one fhudder and laugh by turns !-—But 1 fear I hdve wearied
vour 1ordﬂnp with my idle declamation, and you w‘ll rcpent ‘baving com-
manded me to fend you more lcttcrs ‘and 1 can only plend ehat Iam

(3

our (perhaps too) ebedlcnt Emmblc fcrvant, i MO
”'C ' & , ‘“/‘ 2‘ : HORC WAI‘POLE

nce, my durlord. c’l‘l;em Py
not only a great famenefs in his own proceedings, but he. m 5
body elfe dan=d mean, in the country, where ong frets at its rafiing

7 & every

5T SWITHIN 15 no &ucnd to corrcfponda. i
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cvery day.and all day. In town he is no more minded than the proclama-
tion againft vice and-immorality. Still, though he has all the honours of
the quaran,tame, I believe it often rained for forty days long before St.’
Swithin was born, if ever born he was ; and the proverb 'was coined and
put under his patronage, becaufe people obferved that it frequently does
rain for forty days together at this feafon. I remember lady Suffolk. telling
me, that lord Dyfart’s great meadow had never been mowed but once in
forty years without rain. 1 faid, ¢ all that that proved was, that rain was
good for hay,” as I am perfuaded the climate of a country ang its produe-
tions are ,fuited to each other, Nay, rain is good for haymakrs too, who
'get more employment the ofteier the hay is made over agamn. 1 do not
know who is the faint that prefides over thunder; but he has made an -
ufual quantity in this chill fummer, and done a’great deal of ferious mif=
chief, though not a fifticth part of what lord George Gordon did feven
years ago—and happily he s fled.

Our little part of the world has been quiet as ufual. The duke of
Quecnﬁ)crry has given a {umptuous dinnerto the princefle de Lamballe—
et woild fout. I never faw her, not even ia I'rance. I have no particu-
lar penchant for fterling princes and prineefles, much lefs for thoic of
French plate. .

The only entertaining thing I can tell your lordfhip from our diftrict is,
that old madam French, who lives clofe by the bridge at Hampton-court,
where, between her and the Thames, fhe had nothmg but one grafs-plot
of the width of her houfe, has paved that vsholc plot with blaok and white
marble in diamonds, exaltly like the floor of a church ; and this curious
metamorphofis of a garden into a pavement has coft her thre¢ hundred
and ferty pounds :—a tarpaulin the might have had for fome fhillings,
which would ha‘vc looked as well, and might eaﬁly have been removed.
To be fure this explont, and lord Dudley’s obelifl; Jelow a hedge, with his
canal at right angles with the Thames, and a ftham bridge no broader than
that of a violin, and parallel tq the river *, are not preferable to the monfters
m d;pt yews of our anceftots ;

{ ; 1{ **{;ké‘ taﬁe expellas furcd, tamen ufgue recurret.
'f"' ,Twiif--- N
. * .1 thefe circumftances aQtually exx!kd nllthhm thefe five years, atthc villa.of the late viftount
M’ snd Ward,at Teddington. - e
n
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On the contrary, Mrs. WalGingham is making her houfe at Ditton (now
baptized Boyle-farm) very orthodox,, . Her daughtcr,;mﬁs Boyle’, who has .
real genius, has carved three tablets 4 in marble with boys deﬁgufd by her-
flf,  Thole feulptures ave for a chumney- piece; and fhe s painting pan-
uels in grotefque for the hbrary, with pxla{iets of galafs in black and gold.
Mifs Crewe, who bas tafle too, has decorated a room for her mother’s
oufe at Richmoénd, which was lady Margaret Compton's; in- a very pretty
manner.  Idow much more ammbic the old women of the ‘next. age will
be, than moft of -thofe we remember,; who ufed to tumble at once from:
gallantry to devout fcandal and cards ! and rgvengc on ;hc young of their

own fex the defertion of ours. Now they are mgemeus, they w:ll not

want ‘Lmufcmeut ficsss Ve S ,'
& g X ¢ [ }

Adxcu, my dear lord ! 1 am moft gratefully 1 "”'7;!?_ * ‘
’ Your lordﬂup s very falthful humble fcuant, 4y
: HOR WALPOL
b !
Lok ot LETTLR L.

ok g
Mk o 45 K5
¥ 35 A

b
.

btrw berry-hill, Tucfday mght, June 17 x~88

1 GUESS, my dear lord, and only ‘guefs that ‘you are am¥6d at We.ng.
worth-caftle.  If youare not, my letter Wﬁl lofe nohe ofits qu by wjﬁt.
g for you'; for I have nothnw frefh to tell you, ‘S,nd ouly wn:.c bcga,mc
you enjoined dt. 1 fettled in'eamy Lﬂhphhén towers but this mommo' 99 |
with people would come into’ fhe country on ”Mayuday, and’ ﬁx 1 t _pnj 3
firft of November.  But as they. will mtot, T have made u§ my min a
hdvmg {o little time laft, T prefer T.ondon’ ‘when my f'rxé’hd‘s‘ and"j' C e
in'it, to living “here alot ne, or mth fhe weird fifters of* Richmond
Hampton, ‘T had additidhal reafon now, for bfhe ﬁre s
the fields: we are burnt to the 'B‘ouc, and have 1 _a I
our nakednefs : ‘oats aredo ‘deaf, that T ﬁpp& ¢ they
Brooks’s and fa(hmmable tables as a rarity.  The d
thet for this fortnight 1 have | been foretelling
- which Jualc generally pro %ceﬁ but todﬁY‘ s fulry,

e s wmAuwd Fooh. ﬁum&

-
/ o
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phet worth a ftraw. Though * not refident till now, I have flitted
backwards and forwards, and laft Friday came hither to look for a minute
at a ball ats Mrs, Walfingham’s at Ditton ; which would, have been very
pretty, for fhe had ﬁtxck colgured lamps in the hair of all her trecs and
bufhm, if the eaflt wind had not danced a reel all the time by the fide of the
river, "

N\

Mr. Conw 'n 's play ', of which yvour luzdﬂnp has {fcen fome account in
the papers, has 1uc<.ceded ddmhtfull\ both in reprefentation §nd applaufe.
The language 15 moft gcntc&!, tlmugh tranflated from verfe; and both
prologue and epilogue are charming. The former was delivered moit
juftly and admirably by lord Derby, and the lattes with inimitable {pirit and
grace by Mrs. Damer. Mr. Merry und Mrs. Bruce played excellently
too. But geuer'\l Conway, Mrs, Damer, and cvery body clfe are drowned
by Mr. Sheridan, whofe renown has cnwmﬂld all fame’s tongues and truma’
pets®  Iord Townfhend faid he (hould be forry were he f(‘rLCd to give a
vote directly on Iaftings, before he had timg to cool 3 and one of rhc peers
faying the {peech had not made the fame impreflion on Nm, the marquis
replied, a fcal might be finely cut, and yet not be in fault for making a bad
impreffion. * '

I have, yau fee, been forced to fend your lordthip what feraps I brought
from town : the next four months, I doubt, will reduce me to my old
frerility ; for I cannot retail I'rench gazettes, though as u goold Euglifliman
bound to hope they will contain a civil wgr. I care fhil Ivfs about the
double imperial campaign, ouly hoping that the poor dear Turks will hearti-
ly beat both emperor and emprefs. 1f the firit Ottomans could Be puniil.-
ed, thty deferved it—but the prefent pofleffors have, as good prefeription
on their fide as any people in Europe. \We ourlelves are Saxons, Danes,
Normans—our neighbours are Franks, not Gauls—who thic reft "m.
Goths, Gepide, lqull, Mr. Gibbon knows—and the Dutch ulurped t!
eftates of herrings, turbots, and other marine indigenz,—Still, though I du
not with the hair of a Turk’s beard hurt, 1 do not fay that it w ould not be

A comédy tranflated from L'Homme du  * Tvom the. fp(‘LLh he made in \\ cllminiter.
Jour of Boifly. It was firft alted at the private hall, on bn.rpw the clarge of cruelfy to the De-
theatr¢ at Richmond-houle, and afterwards at gume o fvhe prw ince of Benares, in tle triz
Drury-lane. 4 » of Mg, Haultings

Yoi. V. Tttt ;,u‘;*;,";o.
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amufing to have Conftantinople taken—merely as a lufty event—for neither
could I live to fee Athens revive, nar have 1 much faith in two fuch bloody-
minded vultares, cock and hen, as Catherine and Jofeph, conquering for
the benefit of Y}umanity ; nor does my chrjftianity admire the propagation
of the gofpel by the mouth of cannon. hat defolation of peafants and
their families by the epifodes of forage and quarters!—Oh! I with Ca-
¢herine and Joleph were brought to Weftminfter-hall and worried by She-
ridan ! T hope too, that the poor Begums are alive to hear of his {peech—it
will be fomae comfort, though 1 doubt nobody thinks of rcftoring them a

. .
quarter of a lac ! . .
$o o g

Adien, my dear lord ! .
* Yours moft faithfully,
HOR. WALPOLE.

L4 .

e —e-
.

LLETTER LL
* . Strawberry-hill, Auguft 2, 1786,

MATTER for a letter, alas! my dear lord, 1 have fione—but about
letters T have great news to tell your lordthip, only may the goddefs of poft-
offices grant it bé true! A mifs S of Richmond, who is at Paris, writes
to Mrs. B , that a baron de la Garde (I am forry there. are {fo many
a's in the genealogy of my ftory) has found in a vierlle armoire five hundred
more letters of madame de Sevigny, and that they will be printed, if the ex- .
pence is not ¢oo great. I amwina taking left they fhould not appear before
I fet out for the Elyfian fields®; for though the writer is one of the firft per-
fonages I fhould enquire after on my arrival, I queftion whether St. Peter
has talte enough to know where fhe lodges : he is more likely to be ac-
quainted with St. Catherine of Sienna and St. Undecimillia ; “and therefore T
had rather fee the letter§ themfelves. It is true I haye no fmall doubt of
the authenticity -of the legend ;" and nothing will perfuade me of its truth
fo much as the non-appearance of the letters—a melancholykind of convic-
tion. But.I vehemently fufpeét fome new cciﬁage, like the letters of Ninon
de I'Enclos, pope Ganganelli, and the princefs Palatine. 1 have lately been
reading fome fragments of letters of the duchefs of Orleans, which are cer-
tainly genuine, and contain fome curious éircumftances ; for though feewas
a fimple goffiping old gentlewoman, yet many little facts the could not help

7 learning :
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learning : and to give her her due, the was ready to tell all the knew. Tp our
late queen fhe cer tamly did write often ;*and her majefty, then only princefs,
was full as veady to pay her in her own coin: and a pretty copfiderable treaty
of commerce for the exchange sof {candal was faithfully executed between
them ; infomuch that I remember to have heard for ty years ago, that our
gracious fovereign entrufted her royal highnefs of Orleans ynth an intrigue
of one of her women of the bed-chamber, Mrs. S. to wit; and the good
duchefs entrufled it to fo many other dear friends, that at laft it got into the
Utrecht Gazette, and came over hither, to the fignal edificatiort of the court
of Leiceiter-fields.» This is ah,additional rcafon, befides the internal evi-
dence, for my believing the letters genuine. This old dame was mother of
the regent : and when fhe died, fomebody wrote on her tomb, Cy g:ff 'Oi-
fiveté. This came over too ; and nobody could expound it, till our then third
princefs, Caroline, unravelled it—Idlene(s is the mother of all vice,

I with well enough to pofterity to hope that dowager highnefles will imi«
tate the practice, and write all the trifles that, occupy their royal brains ; for
the world fo at leaft learns fome true hiftory, which theiy hufbands never
divulge; efpecially if they are privy to their own hiftory, which their mi-
nifters keep from them as much as poflible. I do not believe the prefcut
king of France knows much more of what he, or rather his queen, is aétu-
ally doing, than I do. I rather plt_} him ; for I believe he means well, which
is not a common article of my faith,

I fhall go about theend of this week to Park place, where I expeét to
find the druidic temple from Jerfey erected.s How dull will the world be,
if conflant pilgrimages are not made thither ! where, befides the delight of
the {cenes, that temple, the rude great arch, lady A 's needle-works,
and Mrs. D ’s Thame and Ifis on chlcy-brzdgc, with other of her
fculptures, make it one of the moft curious fpots jn the ifland, and unique.
1 want to have Mr. Conway’s comedy a¢ted there ; and then the father, mo-
ther and daughter would exhibit a theatre of arts as uncommon, How I res
gret that your lordfhip did slot hear Mrs. D--—- fpeak the epilogue !

I am, my dear lord, your lordthip’s moﬁ faithful humble fcrv:mt, "
o ; HOR. 'WALPOLE

Al
.

Ttttz ILETTER
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LETTER LI '

¢ Strawbcrry-hi‘ll September 12, 1788,

MY late fit of gout, though very fhort, was a very authentic one, my dear
dord, and the third T have had fince Chriftmas, Still, of late years I have
fuffered fo little pain, that I can juftly complain of nothing bt the confine-
ment and the debility of my hands and feet, which however I can ftill ufe
to a certain*degree ; and as I enjoy fuch goqd fpirits and health in the in-
tervals, 1 look 1 upon the gout as no enemy": yet I know it is like thé com:
paéts faid to be made w1th the devil (no kmd.companfon to a friend !), who
thowers his favours on the contrators, but is fure to feize and carry thcm
off at laft,

I would not fay {o much of myfe.Lf', but in return to your lordfhip’s ob-
liging concern” for me—yet, infignificant as the fubject, 1 have no better in
bank—and if I plume myfelf &n the tolerable ftate of my outward man, I
doubt your lordthip finds that age does not treat my interior fo mildly as
the gout docs the other. If my letters, as you are pleafed to fay, ufed to
amufe you, you uft perceive how infipid they are grown, both from my
decays, and from the little intercourfe T.have with the world. Nay, T
take care not to aim at falfe vivacity : what do the attempts of age at live-
linefs prove, but its weaknefs? What the Spe@ator faid wittily, ought to
be practifed in fober fadnefs by old folks: when he was dull, he declarcd
it was by defign.  So far, to be fure, we ought to obferve it, as not to affect
more {pirits than we poflefs, * To be purpofely ftupid, would be forbidding
our corrélpondents to continue the intercourfe ; and T am fo happy ° in en-
joying the honour of your lordfh1p s friendfhip, that T will be content (if
you ean be {o) with my natural inanity, without ﬁuaymg to mcrcafe 1t

I have been at Park-place, and aflure your lordfhip that the Drmdxc
temple vaftly more than amfwers my expeétation. V%nall it is, no doubt,
when you are within the inclofure, and but a cHapel of eafe to Stonchenge ;
byt Mr. Conway has placed it with fo much judgment, that it has a loftv
effe&t, and infinitely more than it could have had, if he had yielded to Mrs,
D—'s  and my opinion, who earneftly begged to have it placed within
the inclofure of the home-grounds, It now ftands qn the ridge of the High.

hlll:
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hill without, backed by the horizen, and with a grove on each fide at a lit-
tle diftance ; and being exalted beyond and above the range of firs that ‘climb_
up the fides of the hill from the valley, wears all the appearance of an an-
cient caftle, whole towers are only fhattered, not dcﬁroyed‘ and devout as
I am to old caﬂ:lcs,’and fmall tafte as 1 have for the ruins of ages abfolutely
barbarous, it is impofiible not to be pleafed with fo very rare an antiquity fo
abfolutely perfect, and it is difficult to prevent vifionary ide¢as from improsy-
ing a profpedl,

If, as lady Anne Conolly told your Jordthip, I havehad agreas deal of com-
' pany, you muft underftand it of m'y houfe, not of me ; for I have very little.
Indeed, laft Monday both my houfe and I were included. The duke of
York {ent me word the night before, that he would come and fee it, and of
courfe I had the honour of fhowing it myfelf, He faid, and indeed it
feemed fo, that he was much pleqfcd at leaft, 1 had every reafon to be fa-
tisfied ; for I never faw any prince mofe gracious and obliging, nor heard on®
utter more perfonally kind {pecches,

w

I do not find that Aer grace the countefs of Briftol’s" will is really known
yet. They talk of two wills—to be fure, in her double capacity ; and they
fay the has made three coheirelles to her jewels, the empeefs of Ruffiay lady
b'xlebury, and the whore of Babylon. The firft of thofe legatees, 1 am not
forry, is in a piteous fcrape : I Tike the King of Sweden no better than I do
her and the emperor : but it 1s good that two deftroyers fhould be punithed
by a third, and that two crocodiles fhould be gnawed by an infet. Thank
God ! we are not only at peace, but in full lcnty—-——nav, and in full beauty
too. Still better; though we have had rivérs of rain, it has not, contrary
to all precedent, wafhed away our warm weather. September, .a month I
generally diflike for its irrefolute mixture of warm and cold, has hitherto
been peremptorily fine. The apple and walnut trecs bend down with fruit
as in a poetie defcription of Paradife,

L am with great gratitude, my dear lord,
| "Your lordfhip’s devoted humble fervant,
HOR. WALPOLE.
*The difebefs of Kingfion. i

LETTER.
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LETTER LIL

i Strawberry-hill, Jine 26, 1790,
MY DEAR LORD, o !

I DO not forget your lordfhip’s commands, though I do recolleét my
osvn inability to divert you. Every year at my advanced time of life would
make more reafonable my plea of knowing nothing worth repeating, efpe-
cially at thisfeafon. The general topic of elections is the laft {ubject to
which I could liften : there is not one abous which I care a ftraw : and 1
believe your lordthip quite as indifferent. T am not much more au fait of
war or peace ; I hope for the latter, nay and expectit, becaufe it is not yet
war, Pride and anger do not deliberate to the middle of the campaign ;
and T believe even the great incendiaries are morg intent on making a good
bargain than on faving their honour.. If they fave lives, I care not who
15 the better politician : and as I am net to be their judge, I do not inquire
what falfe weights they fling into the fcales. Two-thirds of France, who
are not fo humble as I, feem Yo think they can entirely new-model the
world with metaphyfical compalles, and hold that no injuftice, no barbarity
need fo be counted in making the experiment. Such legiflators are fublime
empirics, and in their univerfal benevolence have very little individual fen-
fibility.—In fhort, the refult of my refletiorts on what has paffed in Europe
for thefe latter centuries is, that tyrants have no confciences, apd reformers
no feeling—and the world fuffers both by the plague and by the cure.—
What oceans of blood were I.uther and Calvin the anthors of being fpilt !
The late French government was deteftable—yet I ftill doubt whether a
civil war will not be the con{cq‘uencc of the revolution—and then what may
be the upthot ! Brabant was grievoufly provoked—is it fure that it will be
emancipated ? For how fhort a time do people who fet out on the moft juft
principles, advert to their firft fprings of motion, and retain confiftency ?
Nay, how long can promdters of revolutions be fure of maintaining their
own afcendant? They are like proje€tors, who are commonly ruined,
while others make fortunes on the foundation laid by the inventors.

I am always your lordthip’s very devoted humble fervant,

¢ e HOR. WALPOLE.

' LETTER



‘7o THEAEARL or STRAFFORD. 511

LETTER LIV. .

E 3 . Strawberr§ hill, Aug. 12, 1790
I MUST not pretend any longer, my dear lord, that this region is void
of news and diverfions. Oh! we can innovate as well as neighbouring
nations. If an earl § » though he cannot be a tribune, is ambitiods
of being a plebeian, he may without a law be as vulgar as heart can with;
and though we have not a national affembly to lay the axe to the root of
_nobility, the peerage have ot 3 precedent for laying themfelves in the
kennel. Laft night the earl of Barrymore was fo humble as to perform a
buffoon dance and aé Scaramouch in a pantompime at Richmond for the
benefit of Edwin, jun. the comedian: and I, like an old fool, but calling
myielf a philofopher that Joves to ftudy human nature in all its difguifes,

went to fee the performance, , .
»

Mr. Gray thinks that fome Milton or fome Cromwell mav be loft to the
world under the garb of a ploughman, Others may fuppofe that fome ex-
cellent jack pudding may lie hidden under‘red velvet and ermine. 1 can-
not fay that by the experiment of laft night the latter hypothefis hag been
demonftrated, any more than the inverfe propofition in France, where,
though there feem to be many as bloody-minded rafcals as Cromwell, I can
difcover nohg of his abilities. They have fettled nothing like a coaftitu-
tion ; on the contrary, they feem to protract every thing but violence, as
much as they can, in, order to keep their louis a day, which is more than
two-thirds of the affembly perhaps ever faw in a month—l"do not love
legiflators that pay themfelves fo amply !+ They might have had as good a
conftitution astwenty-four millions of people could comport. As they have
voted an army of an hundred and fifty thoufand men, I know what their

conftitution will be, after pafling through a civil war—in fhort, 1 deteft.

them ; they have done irreparable injury to libetty, for no monarch will
- ever fummon éfats again; and all the real fervice that will refult from their

fury will be, that every king in Europe, for thefe twenty or perhaps thirty

years to come, will be content with the prerogative he has, without ventur-
»

ing to augment it.

The emprefs of Ruffia has thrifhed the kipg of Sweden; and the king of

Sweden has thrathed ¢he emprefs of Ruffia, 1 am more glad that bol;h are
| - eaten
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beaten than that either is vitorious ; for d do not, like aur newf{papers, and
{uch admirers, fall in love with hero=s and heroines who make war without
a glimpfe of provocation. 1 do like owr making peace, whether we bad

provocation or not. ’
L]

I am forced to deal in Europecan news, my dear lord, for I have no
komefpun,

I don’t think my whole inkhorn eould invent another paragraph, ard
therefore I will take my leave with (your ]ordﬂup knows) every kind wifh
for your health and happinefs, '

Your moft devoted humble fervant,

’ ‘ HOR. WALPOLE.

« .
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To tus RIGHT HON. MARY LEPEL LADY HERVEY.

Strawberry-hill, Scptémbcr 1 3,‘ 1787,

AF TER all the tnoublc your ladyfhip has*been fo good as to take volun-
tarily, you will think it a little hard that I fhould prefume to give you
more,; but it is a caufe, madam, in which I know you feel, and I can fugocﬁ

new motives to your ladyfhip’s zeal.

In fhort, madaml, I am on the crifis of

lofing mademoifelle de I'Enclos’s pi€ture, or of getting both that and her

letters to lady Sandwich *

* Lady Hervey was only daughter of briga-
dier-general Nicholas Lepel. She was maid of
honour to. queen Caralize, and was married in
1720 to John lord Hervey, eldeft fon of John
carl of Briftoi, by whom fhe had four fong and
fouy daughters.-—Lord Hervey was vice-
chamberlain and ‘privy-{eal #o George II. and

Uuuz

I inclofe lord Sandwich’s

letter to me, which

well known by his eloquence, writings, duel

with Mr. Pultency, and the fatires of Pope.
He died in 1744. Lady Hervey died of the gout
in 1767.

2 Daughter to the famous Wilmot carl of
Rochefacr.—5he had begn long fettled at Pa-
ris, and died there in the year 1755, E.
will

o
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will explainthe wholg.  Madame Greffini; 1 {fuppofe, is.madame Graphigny ;
~whom fome of your ladyfhip’s friends, if not yourfelf, muft kt}ow; and the
~might be of ufg, if the could be trufted not to detain fo tempting a treafure
as the letters. From the effeéts being fealed up, 1 have ftill hopes ; greater,
from the goodnefs your ladythip had in writing before. D_ou’t \fvondcr,
madam, at my eagernefs« befides a good quantity of natural impatience, I
Am now interefted as an editor and printer. Think what pride it would
give me to print original letters of Ninon at Strawberry-hill T If your lady-
fhip knows any farther means of ferving me, of ferving yourfelf, good Mr.
I/I'c//do;ze, as the widow Lackit fays in Orooneko, I need mot doubt your em-
ploying them. Your ladyfhip and I are of a religion, with regard to certain
faints, that infpires more zeal :than fuch trifling temptations as perfecution -
and faggots infufe into bigots of other fects. 1 think a caufe like ours might
communicate ardour .even to my lady Stafford’. If the will affift in reco-
eering Notre Dame des Amours, 1 will add St. Raoul* to my calendar.

I am hers and your ladyfhip’s
o Moft obedient and faithful humble fervant,
' . HOR. WALPOLE.

c
€

LETTER I |

Arlingfon-ftreet, Oober 17, 1758.

YOUR lad¥fhip, I hope, wil} not think that fuch a ftrange thing as my own
picture feems of confequence enough to me to write a letter about it: but
obeying your commands does feem {o; and left you fhould return and think
I'had negletted it, I muft fay that I have come to town ‘three feveral times

on purpofe, but Mr. Ramfay (I will forgive him) has been conftantly out
of town.—So much for that, r

* Hermaiden name wasCantillon. Atthe death Mary married the father of the prefent dac de
of her hufband, the title went to lord Stafford’s Chabot.
uncle, who dying without children, the earldom One of the nuns is ftill living. At her death
became extinct, but the bareny fell into abey- the barony devolves to fir William Jerningham,
ance among' the three fifters of the nephew, of Qoffey in Norfolk, through his mother, who
lady Anaftafia and lady Anne Stafford, «nd lady was niece to the late earl of Stafford.
Mary Chabot: the two firt were nuns.—Lady  * A favourite cat of lady Statford’s.  E.

I would

¢
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I would have fent you word that the king of Portugal coming alonf* the
road at midnight, which was in. his own room at noon, his foot ﬂnppcd‘
and three palls went through his body ; which, however, had no other con-
fequence than giving him a fjroke of a palfy, of which’be is quite re-
covered except being dead'. Some indeed are fo malicious as to fay, that
the. Jefuits, who are the moft confcientious men in the world, murdered
him, becaufe he had an intrigue with another man’s wifé: but all thefe
hiftories T fuppofed your ladyfhlp knew better than me, as, till I came to
town yefterday, I imagined you was returned. For my own part, about
whom you are fometimes {o good as to intereft yourfelf, I ath as'well as
can be expected after the murder of a king, and the death of a perfon of
the next confcquencc to a king, the mafter of the ceremonies, poor fir
Clement *, who is fuppofed to have been fuffocated by my lady M s
kiffing hands. ; . .

This will be a melancholy Jetter, for I have nothing to tell your ladyfhip
but tragical ftories. Poor Dr. Shawe+ being fent for in great hafte to
Claremont-*-(xt {eems the duchefs had caught a violent cold by a hair of her
own whifker getting up her nofe and makmg her fneeze)—the poor doctor,
I fay, having eaten u few mufhrooms before he fet out,, was taken «0 ill,
that he was forced to ftop at Kingfton ; and, being carried to the firft apothe-
cary’s, prefcribed a medicine *for hu‘hfclf which immediately cured him.
This cataftsophe fo alarmed the duke of Newcaftle, that he 1mmcdxately
ordered all the mufhroom-beds to be deftroyed, and even the toadftools in
the park did not efcape fcalping in this general maffacre. What I tell you
is literally true. Mr. Stanley, who. dmcq there laft Sunday, and is not
partial agamﬁ: that court, heard the ediét repeated, and confirmed it to me
laft night. And a voice of lamentation was heard at Ramah in Claremont,
Chloe * weeping for her muthrooms, and they are nbt !

After all thcfe important hiftories, 1 would t'ry to make you fmile, if T
was not afraid you would refent a little freedom taken with a great naine,

—May I venture ? )

* Alluding to the incoherent ftories told at the 3 She had been a common woman.
time of the affaflination of the king of Pojtugal. ¢ Phyfician'to the duke and duchefs of New-
¢ E. caftles
* Sir Clement Cottercl » s The duke of Newcaftle’s cook.

Why
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Why Taylor the quack calls himfelf ehevalier,
‘ *T'is not eafy a reafon to render ;
Unlgfs blinding eyes, that he thinks to make clear,
Demontrates he's but a pretender. -

:

‘

A book has been left at your ladyfhip’s houfe; it is lord Whitworth's ac-
eount of Ruffiat Monfieur Kniphaufen has promifed me fome curious
anecdotes of the czarina Catherine—{o my fhop is likely to fleurifh.

I &m your ladyfhip’s moft obedient fervant,

e HOR. WALPOLE.

LETTER L
Feb. 20, 17509.
e 1 MET with this little book * t oaher day by chance, and it pleafed me
fo much, that 1 cannot help lending it to your ladyfhip, as I know it will
amufe you from 'the fame caufes. It contains many of thofe important
truths which bxﬁqry is too proud to tell, and too dull from not tallmg

' Here Grignon's foul the living canvas warms;
Here fair Fontange aflumes unfading charms :
Here Mignard’s pencil bows to female wit ;
Louis rewards, but ratifies Fayette :

The philofophic duke, and painter too,
Thought from her thoughts—from her idgas drew.

— e — @

LETTER IV.
Poor RoBIN's ALMANACK.

Saturday, Nov. 3d.. Thick fogs, and fome wet.

1759. Go not out of town. Gouts and rheumatifins are
abroad. 'Warm clothes, good fires, and a room full
of pittures, glafles, and fcarlet damafk, are the beft

, phyfic.

! ¢ Divers pormnls de quelquee perfonnages de 1a cour” [de Louxs XIW.] by madame de la
Fayette. E.

In
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In fhort, for fear your ladyfhip fhould think of Strawberry on Saturday,
I can’t help telling you that I am to breakfaft at Peterfham that day with
Mr. Fox and lady Caroline, lord and lady Waldegrave. How did you like
the farce : George Selwyn fays he wants to fee High'life below ftairs,
as he is weary of Iow life above ftairs. : .

==

LETTER V.
»  Jan. 12,4760,

I AM very forty your ladyfhip.could doubt a moment on the caufe of
my concern yefterday. I faw you much difpleafed at what I had faid ; and
I felt {o innocent of the leaft intention of offending you, that I could not
help being ftruck at my own ill-fortune, and with the fenfation raifed by
finding you mix great goodnefs with' great feverity. 4

1 ami naturally very impatient under praife; I have: reflefted enough on
‘myfelf to know T don’t deferve it 3 and with this confcioufnefs you. ought to
forgive me, madam, if I dreaded that the pgrfon whofe effeem I valued the
moft in the world, thould think that 1 was fond of what I know is net my
due. I meant to exprefs this apprehenfion as refpeétfully,as I could, but my
words fafled me—a misfortune not too* comnion to me, whoam apt to fay
tao much, not too little ! Perhaps it i§ that very quality which your ladythip
calls wit, and I call tinfel, for which T dread being praifed. * I wifh to re-
commend myfelf to you by more eflential merits—and if I can only make
you laugh, it will be very apt to make me as much concerned ag I was yefter-
day. - For people to whofe approbation I ¢ indifferent, I don’t care whe-
ther they commend or condemn me for my wit ; in the former cade they will
not tnake me admire myfelf for it, in the latter they can’t make me think
but what I have thought already. But for the few whofe friendfhip 1 wifh,
I would fain have them fee, that under all the jdlenefs of my fpirits there
are fome very ferious qualities, fuch as warmth, gratitude and fincerity,
which ill returns may render ufelefs or may make me lock up in my breaft,,
but which will remain thére while I have a being.

‘ Having drawn you this picture of myfelf, madam, a fubjeé I have t3 fay
fo much upon, will not your geod nature apply it as it deferves, to what

pafled yefterday® Won’t you believe that iny concern flowed from being
i & difappointed





