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b<:)w flS low to. him at every word· as if Ms name was Sultan Amt/rat. You: 
would tak,e, his firft minjft~r for onty ' the firR o~ his {laves.oI h~e this ex
ample, whic th y have been fo good a~ to exhibit at the oper:,a, will contri
bute to ci ·\life u. There is indeed n pei*t young gentl~man, who. a little 
di[~ompofes this augull: ceremonial. His name is c'ount HoIke, his age 
three-and~twe~lty; and. his poQ: a11[wers to one that we had formerly in 

• Rngland, many ages ago, and which in our tongue was calle,d the lord high 
faVO\lrite. B6~ re the Daniih monarch became a plute, the moH refrac
tory pf thtft country u[ed to write libels, called No!,th Danes, againfi this 
great offlce~ ; but that praCtice has lOl~ fin~e ceafed. C()unt. Ho-U<e teems. 
rather p.roJd of his fa our~ than thy of difplaying it:. fl 

End Of Volume the firjl. 

" I hope, my dear lord, you will bll c ! tent with ~ny Danilh politic, for J 
trouble my£elf with ,no other. There i a long hit1:ory about the baroH de 
Bottetourt, and fir Jeffery At herfl:, wbo ha re 19ned his recrlmellt; but it is 
nothing to me, nor da 1 care ~ ftr~w about it. , I am deep ill the anecdqte 
of the lew court; and if you want to know more of Qunt H(,.llke Or count, 

\. ~lke, ?r the ~rand izier BernfdodF, or mynheer Schirnmelmall, apply to 
me and you Thall be fa( bed-But what do I talk of? You will fce t~em 
yourfelf. 1vIinerva, ill the thape of count, Bernfdorff", or out of all, lhape ;;t 
the perfon oftbe ducheii of -, is to Candlla Telemachus tp York race ; 
for CaJl a monar h be perfe ly accompliilied in the ~)'ft ries of killg
craft, as our 01 mo l' mes L ca,l1ed it, unlef~ be is)nitiated in the art of 
jockey:!hip?' \lVhen this northern frar travel towards it own fphere, lord 
Hertford will g t Racrley.' thall g with bim ; and jf I can avoid running' 
foul ot-the M::lO'i tba ,i)l 1 e thronging from all parts to worfhip that 11ar, 
1 will elldeavo t'to call at \V ·utworth cafUe for a day or tWQ, if it , ill no 
be incollvenient. I'ihould think it would be about the fecond week in S .p ... 
tember ; but your lordfhip thall hea~ again" unlcfs .you ihould forbid me who 
am ever . 

Lady Stn ffi rd's and your lordthip's moli faithful humble [ervant, 



) 

THE E L o· S A. o 

• The villa of the dll e of Northumberland near Brentford. 

JJ LAldy Mary Cox, fift '0 lady StJ'Alfford. ' 

• 

'hen 
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ON. HORACE W:AL OLE 
When I hav the honour of feeing la Strafford, I {hall befe ch her 

to tell me aU the new ; for I am .too nigh and too far to kn w any . 
Adieu, my dear tord ! 

.. , 

(! 

urs meft fiucerc1y, 

L n T T R XXlIl . • 

l-IOR. W AL OLE . 

Arlington-fueet, July 3, 176 , 

WHE you have been (0 cenfrantly good to me, my dear lord, wi ho~t 
changing, do you wonder that our frie~dihip has lafied· fo long ~ Can I Pe 
infenfible to !the honour or plcafure of y ur acqu ' [ tanc ? When the ad an
tage Ii io uch 011 my fid , am 1 likely tater the firfi? Oh, but it wil 
laft no 1 We have [cell [riendihips without n~mber born 3 ,[ d die. 0 rs 

not formed on interefi, 1'l0r'aUiance; and politics, the oi on of all 
Engrih .connection ', ne er entered into our . You ha e g' en me a new 
prdof y remembering th.e: chapel of Luton. I bear it i to be pr ferved . 
and am glad of it, tflough 1 might have beel the bette~ for its ruias. 

I lhould have anfwered y.our lordihip's laft pofr, but was at Park;p1ace. 
think lady A- quite t'ecovered; though or illnefi has made fuch an 
imprcffio that 1110 does not yet believe it. 

I ~ 

lot: is {o fetded that e are ne to have tolerable weather in June, that 
the firfi hOl day was 0 Saturday ........ hot by comparifoll.; fof I think it is 
three years fillee we have really felt .the fi el f fummer. I was, how ver, 
cO!l.cerned to be [orcea Ito come to o~n yefterday on fome buiinefi ; t; r, 
however the coutitry feels, . looks divine, and th verdure w buy fc d ar 
is deliciou. J thall Ot b able, I fear" to profit of it thi fu mer in the 
1 ¢li fl f all plac~s., s am to go to Paris in A uguft. But ne t year I truft 
I {hall accompany Mr. Conway and 1ady A to Went\ orth-caftle. I 
·thall"be glad to viftt C~lll.e Howard and ey rley; but n ithcr would carry 
me fo far, if, Welltwor.t -caflJe was not in. the way. 

· T 
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The hatelets are gone, wit ut any m re battles with the \1 lans '. 
The pap f S fay the latter have een be. ten by the Turks; which rejoices m , 
though again1\ull rules of politics: but I deteft that murdere!i, and like to 
have her humbled. I don't now that this piece of uew is true: it is 
en ugh to me that-it i agreeable. I had rather t ke it for gr n.ted, than be 
at the trouble of enquiring a ut what I have fo little to do ith. 1 m jult 
the fame about the City and Surrey petitions. 'nee I h!l ve diJme11lbtre ' 
myfc If, it is fncredible how cool I am to all politic. 

, 
Lond n is the.abominati of defc lation; and I rejoice to eave ' it <rai 

this evening. Even Pam has not a levee above once or twice a week. Nex.t 
wiuter I fuppofe it will begi to be a £afhion to remove int th it; for" 
1l.nce it is the mod t eho fe alder en at thi nd of the to '11, the ma.ca
ronis will ccrt inly adjo\l1:n t Bifl'lO {i te-areet, fi r fe r of b 'og fined for 
fueriffi. :Mr. J 11 Mr. B , \ ill die of the th ugbt f beio 
alderm 1 of Grofvenor-ward and Berkeley-fquare- rd. , Adal a1 dEe 
ill their paradifc laugh at ull thefe tumults, and ha 11 t t fled of til ree 
that ~ rfeits paradi e; whi h I take to ha been th tree f p lit' ,11 t 0 

knowl dge. H w 11 ppy ou are n t to 11 ve ur {( n~be1 knocked 01 

the head by his br thel" Cain at the entford leclioll ,! Yeu d no ,huflt 
the poor de r and pares th t gam 1 rouo y u.-If E 11' fin, I ~ ubt 
it is ana-liner; but as {he make ail other cre~tures happy, I beg fhe! wOllI 
not im ~le': flDS nor whiJk. car 01.lt of nIl l1t into all tll r. 1 {he 
re eots of that uilt, I hope fu will Ijve co ' long as her gr. ndfon 1ethu
felah. There is a commentator that fays his li e w pr tr, c d fe n er 
having boile 1 a lQbfler alive.. Adi u, d ar couple, that 1 h ,1' llr as much. 
as I ould honour my flrft grandfath rand ral ther ! 

oft dutl ul l 
R. JAPI E • 

, I The dht ae Ch;\ elet, the Fr neh emb'a'm dor, had afft 1 comet C:t tnich.cfl' he i!ffi 
mbalfador a ba ~ court for preeed nee s and a ch:ill % e en~ d: but their m cting w pr 

"I ted. E.. 
itte( pallia en 

LETTE 

l 
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, T'OT IE.R nig!lt' at the du iltds of ChoiteuJ' at fopper the intendant 
'of Rauen aiked {De, if we have I-oads of communication all over England 
a~t\d ScotlanCl ?-I fuppofe he thinks that in gel1el~al we inhabit tracklels, 
fore1t:s aild wild mountajn , and that once a year- a few legiflator' c0t.ne 
to Paris to lez.rn the arts of ci i li[~, as to [ow corn t plant vines, and make
operas. ' If this letter fh uId contrive Q to fhamble through that difer! 
Yorkihire, where your lordlhip ba-s attempted ~o improve a dr¢ary IhH alld ~ 
uncultivated ViaIe" you w;n fiud I r,emember: your commands of writing 
from this capital of the world" whither 1 ~m come' for the benefit of my 
COlllltr)" .alld where 1 am iJltenfely ftudying thQfe laws and that bea'lltiful 

<" frame 'Of government" which can alene r Llder a nation happy, great and 
flouriihing; where lettres de cachet {often manners, and a proper difiribu .. 
tioll of luxury and beggary entures a common felicity. As we have a pro:. 
digious number .of fhldents in Jegiflature of both fexes here at Vf'efent, I 
.'~ill 119t allticip~t(( theil difcoveries; but, a'S your particula' fI:iend, wit! . 
co~unieate a J"{itrc improvem.eli t 0U nature, which t "lcfe' great phiJoiow 

phers have made, and whlch wOl-tId add connderable be uties to thofe 
parts which your lordihip has already recovered from the ,:vafie, and taught 
to look a little like a chrifiiatl coun.try. The feef: t is very frtnp1e~ and yet 
demand<;d the effort of a mighty genius to ihike it out. is nothing but 
this ': Trees. ought to be cducat d as much as men, .,and are firange awk ... 
"ward produCtibns when not ta~ht to hold hemfeh:es npright.of bow on pro'
per. .occu~ons. The academy de belles lettres have even offered a prize for 
the man that ihq,ll recover the long lofi , rt of an ancient Greek, called It: 
Jieur Orjdlee, who in!t(itutecl a dancing-fehool for p1ants, alld gave a tpag
nificent ball on the birth of the dauphin of Thrace, which Was performed 
entirely by fpreil: trees. 1n this whole kingdom there is ~lO fuch thing as. 
feeing a ii'ee that i not well hehaved'. They are brll firipped up and then 
cut down; and you would as (0011 meet a ma 1 with his hai~ about his ears 
a an oak or aih. A" tb weathe.r is very hot now, and the foil chalk, 
zUld the dufi white, I afft're you it is very difficult, powdeted as both are 
all over, to difiinguifh a tr from a hai -dreffer. Left this thould found , 
like a travelling hyperbole, I mu.fl; advertife your lordthip, that thcr~, i 

. ~ ~k 
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litt}e cliff· rence in their heights; ~ r tree of thirty years l'owlh beill lia. 
ble to, be marked a royal timber, the I ropri tors take car 11 ttl t th ir 
trees lIve 0 t age of being enlifred, but burn th m. nd laut ther a 
often alrnofr as thClJ change the' fathions. This i s an aiL" f p 'rp tunl 
youth to the face of' the country, and if adopted by us oul r lize 1r. 
Addifon's vifions, and 

Make our bleak rocks and barren mountains fmile. 

What other remarks I have"made in m iadef1 tigable fe r after.kn ~ -
Jedge muD: be referved to a future opportunity; but us your lor l01ip i m 
friend, I may enture to fay. without anity to you, that olon nor any 
of the ancient philofophers \Vb tra\'cIl d to E ypt in q il: of r ligi n 
myl1:eries, laws and fabler.;, ever fat tlp fo Jate \ ith th ladi and prien. 
and ftriftdents de jlarlemeM at Memphis, as I do here-and c 'ufequ ntly 
were not ha1f fo well qualified ~s J am to new model a commonwealth. 1· 
have learned hI) , to make remonil:rances, and how to allfw r th 'm. The 
hltter, it feems, is a fciellce much wante in my own country '- nd yet 
is as eary and obvious as tht:ir treatment ot trees, and not very unlike it. 
It was deli ered many years ago in an or cular fentcn e of my nnmef.'tk 

Odi rofantll'Tl. vulgut; , & arc • , 
• 

'ou mufi dlive away the ulgar, an you mufl: hav .1 bundred Ilel fifty 
thoufand men t dri~'e them away \ it! --- that i ' 11. I d n t w nd r th 
jntell a1 t of Rouen tl\inks we ar !till in a {tate f barbari m, ~ h n \\ e • re 
ignorant of the \ ery ruJi nts of go . rn men:. 

, 
The duke an duchef of Richnl0nd I av t 11 hore a few day. , and an: 

gone to Aubign6. J do not think him at.ll well, a,l1 . am 'ce~~ingly con· 
cern d for it, -as I kn w no man who has more efiunable q lnlitJes. hey 
return by the end of the month. ] am fluCtuating 'whether I {hall n t return 
with them, as they have pre{fed me to do, through oIland. I ne er w ~ 
there, and c'ould never go [0 agreeabl ; but then it would protra myab-

I Allu~tng to the nUltlber of remonftrancea many other corporate bodie, on the fubjeCt· o 

nder the n:l.:ne of petitions, which were ;re- the Middl ex de ion, E. 

fen ed this year from the livery of London and 

VPL.V.' 000 re ne 
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fence( three week, and 1 am impatient 0 be in my o~ n cave, otwith. 
ftanding th \ ifdom I imbibe ever day. But one cannot facrifi ene' 
felf wh 11y to th public: Titus and Wilke have now and en fi a day. 
Adi u, my dea~ lord t Be affurcd that I 1h U not difdain yours and 1 dy 
Straffi rd's con erfation,. though ·ou hav 1lothing but t e goodn fI f your 
heart, and the fimplicity of your manners, to recommend you to th m r 
6ulighten d undedtandillg of 

Your old friend , 

• , 

LET T E R xxv. 

HOR. v\ LPOL I • 

• Strawberry-hill, July 9, T.?yO. 

I AM not going to tell YOll my dear lord, f the di erfions or hon urs· 
of Stowe, which I conclude lady Mary has writ to lady Stratford. h01.1gh 
the week paffed cheerfully enE> 'gh, it was more glory than I fhould have 
fought of my ow head. The dourneys to Stowe and Park-place ha e de
r?nged my projetts fo that I don't know where I am, alld I , jih they ha e 
not ~iven me the bout into the bargain; for I am come back very lame, 
and not at all with the bloom that one oug,ht to h e imported from the 
Elyfian-fields $ . Such jaunts wh II one i gro ing old is pIa ing , ith 
edged-tool , a my 1 rd Chefier6eld, in one of his Worlds, make the .huf. 
band fay to his wit; , h n fhe pretends tl t grey powder es not bec me 
her. It i oharming at twenty to pIa t Elyfian-fielci , but it is no j k at 
fifty; or too great a joke. Ittmade me laugh as we were d [c nding he 
great Bif¥1t of fi ps from the houfe to go and [up in th grott on th 
banks of elicon: we were fo cloaked .lp, for the evening was very old" 
and fo lllany of us w re limping and hobbling, that Char n would ba e 
.eafily beE ved we were gping to erry over in earne1tL It is with much 
mor comfort that I am writing to your lordlhip in the great bo'\! \ indow 
of my new round ro tn, which colleCts all th ray of the [outh-wefi fUll, 
and compofes fort of fummer; a fe~l I hay not known this car, except 
lail: Thurfday. 1f the r2.ins fuould ever ceafe, and the weather fc ttle to 
fin·e, I {hall pay you my v:fit at eutworth-cafrle; but hitherto the damps 

• Princers Amelia was there. S AtStowo. , 
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have ::dfe· ed . e fo much, that I dif ofed t return to 1 011 

and light Y.fire, than bray the of . climat fo capriciou and 
un erraill" ill t e country. cannot h Ip thinking i gr" s .worfe: c r-
tajnly remember uch a thing s dufr; n y, I aill h e a lear id fit, 
though I ha e feen twne for orne at and ihould put fom gr m m a 
b ttl for a curiofit ',i it ih uld e r fly a 'run. 

N e\ s I know none. You may be fure it "US a fubje carefully a oid d 
at Stowe; and Beckford's death had not raifed the glat! or f: irit f the . .. 
mafier of the hou . The pa ers Illake one lick with talking f that n ify 
vapouring fool, as they vould of Algern n idn y . 

• 
, I have not happened to fee your future I nephew, though v ~ have e _ 
changed vifits. It wa the .firfr time I.had been at Marble-hill, {inc poor 
lady Suffolk's death; and the impreffiOtL was fo uneafy, that I wa not fc rry • 
not to find him at home. Adi u, my good lord! E cept feeing you b th, 
nothing can b~ m re agreeable than to hea~ of your and 1 dy tr ff'ord' 
h alth, who, I hope, continues perfettly well~ 

¥ our moil: faithful hut ble fervant, 

HOR. WALPOL·. 

LET T E R XXVI. 

rlington.O:reet, OClobcr I ,177" .. 
H UGH I have fo ery litt! to fay, il.i but my duty, my dear loru, 

to thank you fi r your extr me goodn fi me and ,your inquiring after 
m. I was ery bad again lall: week, but have men ed fo mu~h fin i ri~ 
<lay niol , that I really nm\' believe th fit i 0 "er. I c in t tow:. 
Sunday, and can creep ab ut my room e en without ' a fiie, hieh is 

. more fi Ii ity to me than i I had got a whi e one. I do not aim yet t fu h 
preJ; nn~nt as walki g up frairs; but having moulted my fric ,I fiatt r my· 
(elf I iliall come forth again without being lame. • 

• 
J John, Ceeo d earl of Buckingham, married to his fecond wife a "ghtet of lad Anllc Co-• nolly, "neT of 1 rd trafford. • 

Ooo:t The 
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The few I have fcen tell me there is nobody ICe in town. at is 110 
grievance to me, when 1 !ho~ld be at the t ercy of all that !hou}d pleafe to 
beftow th ir idle time upon me. I know nothing of th V\ ar- gg J, but 
that fometimes it i to be hatched, and metimes to 'be ad led. Man 
folks get into the neft and fit as hard upon ·jt a~ t y Call, concluding it 
will produce .golden chick. As I i11all n t be a f, ather th eUer for it, 
J hate that game-breed, and prefer the old hcn Peace al~d her dunghill 
brood. My c mpliments to my lady and all her poultry. 

1 a,m, my dear lord, 

Your infinitely bligedfand faithful humble fervant~ , 

HOR. W ALPQLE. 

LiT T E R XXVIT • .. 
Strawberry-hill, June 20, 177 J . 

'1 HAVE waited impatiently, my dear lord, for Comething warth putting 
ioto a letter; but trees do not fpeak in par)iament, nor flow · rs write in the 
llewfpapers; and th yare ahnofr the only beings I have fi en. r l din d on 
Tu fday at t ing-hill S with the counteifes of rowis and Holdernefs, lord 
and lady P Iham, and lord Frederic Cavendi!h-and Pam; and !hall go to 
town on Fr~ ay to .me t th fame company at lady~Holdern f6'S; and this 
thort jon,rnal compri(c s almon: my whole hiftory and knowledge. 

" 
I m fi no~ aik YOLlr lordlhip's and lady Straffor,d's commands for Paris. 

I thall !i t Ol1t on thetfeventh of next month. , You wilt thj lk, thOllgh you 
will n t tell e fo, that ~hefe are very juvenile jaunt at my age. Indeed 1 
iliould be alhame.d if 1 went for any oth r pleafure but that of once more 
1ceing m d ar blind friend" whofe much greater age forbids my ependu1g 

n fc ina- h r ofi ell. It will indeed be arnufing to change the {( ne t po 
pLti s ; for though have do·ne with our o\;"n, one an not help h aring the 

I I Alluding to the diIpute with Spain ~bout the affair of F lkland il1and. E. 

• The villa 0 f lady Mury Coke ne:&r Ken\ingtoR. 
J Madam: du De.ffand. 

J -nay 
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-nay r' ~ading them; for, like fl' s, th y come to breakfafi. with one' bread 
and butter. I willi there was auy oth r vehicle F r them but a newfpaper ; 
a place i1 0 \IV ich, cOllfiderillg how they are exhauft d, [ m lure they have 
no pretenfions. . The due d' iguillou I hear is minifrer. ·t Th ir politics, 
fome way or othe , muil end ferioufly, either in. defpotifm, a ci i1 war, or 
affi ffination. Methinks it is playing deep for the pow r of tyranny. C
'F-- is more moderate: he only games for an hundred ·thou and PQUl1 S 

that he has lfot. 

• 
Have you rea~ the Life of en enuto C llini, my lord? I an ry with 

• him for being mnre diftracred at1d wrong-headed than my 1 rd Herb ft. 
Till the revival of thefe two~. I thought the pr fent age had borne the palm 
of abfurdity from all its predec ffi rs. But I lIn our e temporarie are 
quiet good folks, that on11 game til\ they hang themf4 Ives, al do not k'U 
every body they meet in the ilreet. ..Who \ ould ha e thought w w re fo. 
reafonable ? 

Ranelagh, they te'l me, is full of for ' 11 dukes. 
Tremouille, a due d' Aremberg, and ()ther- grande s. 
and am not forry to be out of his way. 

There is a due de In 
I now the former, 

" 
It j" not pleafant to leave g~oves and la 11 .11 d riv rs for a dirty town 

with a dilOtier \irch, calling itfelf the Seine; but 1 dare flCJt cncouut r the 
fea and ba inns in cold Neather. This confideration wi ll ring me b ck 

, ,by the end of Augufi. I lhould e happy t? c tIt any eommi 1 11 for 
your lordihip. You' know how earnefily I :r1(h al way to th . w myfelf 

• 
Your 10rdfhip's mofi faithful humble ferva t, .. 

lOR. VV ALPOLE • 

• 

• LET T E R xxvm. 
P ri., Augull: "5, l771 • 

• 
HA VE paff'ed my biennial fix weeks here, my dear 1 rd, a ld am pre

paring t retftr as {oon as the cather will allow me. It is fome comfort 
t 
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to the patriot-virtue, et vy, to find thi eli ate, orfe than our 0 uP There 
were"four very hot days t the end of bit month, which ou kn w with u 
northern people compofe a fummer; it I as rail ed half thi I and' ft r thefe 
three d, ys the! hus been a deluge, a ftor~ and e treme. cold. Y t thefe 
folks ihiver ill fUk, and fit ith their indows open til fupper-timel-In
deed, firing is very dea ,and nabob v ry lcaree. 0 conomy and r .tren~h
lllcnt are the words in fafhion, and are founded ir! a little more than ca
price. I have heard no infiance of luxury but in madcmoiren lh i~ard, 
a favourite 9ancer, who is building a place: round the faIt 1: ma11ger 
there are windows that open upon hot.-houfes, t.hat are to produce flower' all 
winter.-That is worthy of -- -.~ There i a finer dancer hom" 
:Mr. H is to tranfplant to London; a r.nademoifc He Hein 1 or Ingle, 
a leming. h is tall perfeCtly madf', ery handfome, and has a fet of 
attitude copied from the claffi s. Sl?e mo es a gracefully flow as Pyg
maliop's, fiatue when it wa comin&to life, and moves her leg rollnd as 

"imperceptibly as if (he was danci 19 in the zodiac.-But flle is lOt Vircro. 
tl . 

They make no more of breaking parliaments here than an Englilh mot, 
d e of breaking windows. It i ity people are fo ill-forted. If this 
]~llg and ours could crofs 0 r and figure iI) LQui XV would dim lve our 
par!'i uncnt if PoUy Jones did but fay a word to him. They have got 
into fuch a habit of it heref that ou would ,think a ·parliament ·was a poly
pus: they cut it in tw and b ' next mornio.g bl;l.lf of it becomes a wb Ie 
affembly. This has lit r lly b en the c fe at Befan~on. Lord and lady
;Barrymor , who are in the hlghe:£l: favour at Compiegne, will be ;tble t 
carryover the r ceipt. " .. 

Ev ry (ody feels in their o~n wa.. My grief is t fee tl e rumous 
condition of ,the palace and piCtures. I was ye~erday at the L uvre. 
Le Brlln's noble gallercY, where the battle of 1. lexander are, al'l.d of which 
he d figl d th ceiling, and e en the iliuttcrs, bolts aua locks, is in a worfe 
.condition than th old gallery at Sornerfc t-houfe. It rain in upon the 
piB:ures, th ugh there are fi re of much more valuable pi c s than tbofe 
of Le Brun. eaps of glorious work b aph;tel and all the gr at maf-
ters are pil d u and qually negleCted at daiUes. Their care is no 
1 (s defiructi e in private p,oufes. The duk of Or! an " and 
the princb of Monaco's ha e been cl an~d and varniili d {() thi k th t . 
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you may fee our fac~ in th~m ; and fame of hem have cen tranfp rted 
from. boar~ to cloth, bIt by bIt, and t fc ams :fiIle up \ ith colour; fo 
t~at 1U .ten ea the! will not be orth 1ixpence. It make me a pee,. 
vIlli as If I was p~'fienty ! I pe ~our lor. {hip' ork will ]nfi: longer 
than ,thefe ~fLoUl . IV. The gione of hI Jieclc.ha en filfi to their nd. 
and lIttle wIll remam but" thofe f hi :> nut ors. 

I am, my dear lord, 

• Y ur mofr faithful humbl fer 'aHt ,. 

HOR. WAL OLE. 

L ET T E R XJ I". 

Strawbe~ry-hil1, Sept. 24,. t 773. 

TH ' multiplicity of bufinefi which halked out to m by my 
journey to I oughto~, has engage m fo mu h, my dell' 10 , and the un
pleafant fcene opened to me there fir'll k me fo de pI , that I have ncit ef' 
had time nor cheerfulnefs enough to flatt r myfelf I c uld amu[e my frie-nds 
by my 1 Har. E cept the pi \: res, I found t.:ry thing wor[e than I e.
pe8:e ,and qe profpeCl: almo too bad t giv m ourage to pudue what I 
am doing. I a'm totally ignorant in mofr of the branche of bufine[s hat 

• ar fa n to my lot, apd not young enough to 1 am any new lefTon well. 
AU I can hope ·s to clear the wodl: part of th way; for in \l er aking to 
retrieve an fiat, the beginnillg is ert in} til rn it difficult of the worl r • 

IUs fiithoming a chao. But I will not unfold a confufion to YOllr-10rdlhip 
which your good fenfe will always ke p you from .' eri ncing-v ry llll

failiionably; for the lirft geniufe of this age hold, that the belt method f 
ov rlling the world is to throw it into di{order. • he cxperimtnt i not 

yet complete', as the re-arrangement: is frill to come. 

I am very ferioufly glad f the irth of your n ·phew·, my I r. I am 
g ing this evening ith my gratu~tion ; bu t have een fo mu h.abfent, au 

• A fon of John earl of cldngham's, who died young. 
10 

• 
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fo hU,rried, that I have not yet had the pIe fure of teeing lady Anlle~\ though 
I have ca)led twice. To Gunneribuj,y I have had no fummons thi fummer: 
I receive fuch honours, or the want of them, with propel"/refp~Ct. .Lady 
-, r fear, ~s in chace of a Dulcineus th t the willl1ev.er meet. When 
the ardour of peregrination i a little abated, wilt not 1ht; probably give into 
a more comfortable ptlrfuit; and, like a print I have feen of the bleffed 
martyr Charles 'I. abandon the hunt of a corrujltible for that of an in~ot'
f'UJltible crown? There is another beatific prilltjufi publifhc8 iu th~ t fryle : 
it is of lady tIuntingdon. With ffi:uch pompous humility, {he looks like an 
old bafket~Vf'oman trampling on her coronet at the mO\lth of a cavern.
Poor Whitfield!, If he was forced' to do the honours of the fjlelunca !-' 
Saint Fanny Shirley is nearer confecration. It I was t0ld two days ago that 
(he had written a letter to lady Selina that was not intelligible. Her grace 
of Kingfron's glory approaches to confummation in a more ' worldly fiyle. 
The duke IS dying, and has given h~~ the whole· efrate, 17,000/' a ·year. I 

.... am told ill has already notified the:- contents of the will, and made offers 
of the fale of Thoreiby. Pious matrons have various ways of expreffing 
decency. _ l 

, . Your lordihip's ·new bow-window thrives.-I do !let want it to remind 
me" bf its mafier a.lld mifrrefs, to whom 

I am ever the moO: de 'oted humble feryant, 

f) 

• 
LETT'ER 

I 

HOR. WALPOLE. 

~ Arlington-fireet, Nov. IS, 1773. 

I A~1 'ery forry, my ~ear lord, that you are coming towards us fo flowly 
and unwillingly. I cannot ~uite wonder at the latter. The world i, an 
.old acquaintance that does not improve upon. one's bands :-howe er, lle 

mufr not give way to the difgufi:s it creates. MY" maxim, and praCtice too. is 
t?, laugh, b~caufe I do ot Jike to cry. I ,could ihed a pail-full f tears over .. 

r Lady Anne C no11y. 
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all I have ee" and 1 arnt !inee m r or nephe 's misfortun '-the I re 
one has to d with m 11 th 'arfe on nnds them.-But can one m id 
them ?-N .-Silall w {hut OUff! lv s up from th m r- o.-W lhould 
grow hum urifrs-and of all a imn! an En,:,lifhman is lea{~' made to Ii e 
alon '. or my ar~, I am confc ious of fo many Ii ults, th t I think I 
grow better th~ mor bad I. fee in my lIeighbour ; alld there are f< mUllY 1 
would not r iemble, that It makes me at hful over m 1f. You, my . 
lord, ho hav forty more good qualities than 1 hn ,ih uld not f elude 
yourfelf. I d not wonder you defpife kna es and fools; bu~ r mcmt er, 
th y waht better r mples. h y willl1e er grow aih med b con r!i rr 

but with ono another. • 
.. 

• 
I came to fettle here 1 Friday, beillg drowl1ei4 out of Twi k nham. I 

find the town defolate, . and 110 news. in" it, but that the miniihy gi c tl the 
Iriih tax-fome fay;becaufe' it will not a(s c en ill lr land; other, 'aufe 
the city of L()J)don would ha e petiti ned agaillfi it; and fome, becaufe • 
there were faCtions . n the council-which is not the moil: incredible of all. 
I am glad, for the fake of rome of my friends who would hn e fuffered by it, 
that it is over. In other re{pcCls, I have to mtlch privat bUlluefs of my 
O\V1) ,to think aboLlt the public, which is big enough to take C 1\;, of itfelf, .. 

• 
. I have heard of fome of lady.-'s mortifications. I have regard and 
efieem for h r good qualities, which are many-but 1 doubt her g niu will 
never fuffer her to be quite happy. As the will not take the pfalmifi's ad-

• vice of not putting truil:, I am fme fhe would not follow mine; for, with all 
her piety, king avid 1 the only royal perf 011 ihe will not lip: n to, and 
therefore I forbear my fweet council. \iVhel~ ilie and lord meet, 
will not they put you in mind of counl Gage and lady Mary Her rt, who 
met in 'tbe mines of Afiurias after they had failed of the crown of Poland? 
-Adieu, my dear lord! Come you and my lady among us. You have 
fome friends that are not odious, and who will be r joiced to fee fOU both
witnefs, for one, 

Yo Ir moil faithfully, 
HOR. W ALPOLE • 

I The infanity of George earl of Orford. 
• 

• 

Ppp LETTER 



474 LET TERS FROM THE HON. HOR f EW A.LPOLE 
f 

LET T E it XXXI. 

" 

I { 
Strawberry-hill, Nov. 11, 1774>. 

I AM forry there is {till time, my clear lord, to wrif t you again; and 
that though there is, I have fo little to amufc you with. One i not muc~ 

, nearer news for being within ten miles of LOlldon 1 1 if in Yorkihire; 
and befides, whatever reaches us, lady Greenwich Cl cb s :ft the rebound 
before me" and fends you before 1 can. Our own irc1e fUrI ilhe very 
little.· Dowagers are good for pr9pag"atino lCWS whcQ plant d, but have. 
don with fc nding forth fuckel's. Lady Blandford's coffee-houfe is remov~d 
to t,?wn, and the duchefs of Newcaftle's i little frequented, but by your 
fifter Anne, lady Browne and me. This mornil1g indeed I was a a very 
£ne concert at old Franks's at Iflewqrtb, and h~ard Leoni, who pleafed me 

c more than at y thing I have heard t ~fe hundred years. There is a full me .. 
lancholy melody in his voice, thoug a falfetta, that nothiog but a na ural 
voice almoft ever compaffes. The 1 he fung fongs of Handel in the oenuill 
fimple fiyle, and did not put ohe in pain like rope-dancers. Of the opera I 
hear a difinal at-:count; for I aid not go to it to fit in our bo like .11 old' 
"k~g dowager b myfelf. Garrick is treating the towil, as 't deferves and 
likes to be treated, with fcelles , fire-work, and his. wn writing. A good 
new play I never xpect to fee more, n r ha e fcen .!ince The Provoked
Hufuand, which came out when I was at fc~ool. 

--- is dead, they fay y his 0 11 hand: I don't know wherefore. 
was told it was a great political event. If it i, ou'r politics run as low as 

r plays. From town I heard that lord Brill: 1 was taken fpeechlefi w.it 
Ihoke 0f the palfy. If he dies, madam Chudleigh mull:: be tried by her, 

peers, as 1he is certa}nly either duchefi 01' countefs. ' 

Mr. Conway and his ompany are fo pleafed with Paris, that they talk 0 

fraying till Chriftmas. 1 am glad; for they will certainly be better I-

v rted there th f} here. 

Your lordfhip's moft faithfl11 f~vant, 

HOlt. WALPOLE .. 
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LETTE XXXII. 

• 
• Strawberry-llill, November 2, 1776 • 

. !H~UGH .inclination. and confcioUll'l fs that a man of my g, who is 
ne1ther 11'1 parhamc?t nor In b.ufiocfs, has little to do ill the" rl, keej m' . 
a good deal ou~ of 1t, yet I III n t, my dear I rd, cnc ur ere you jn r tir .. 
ment, to which for the interelt of your fiend you ba\ but to 1 u h pr • 
penfity. The manners of the .. age call1lot be grceable to th wh hay 
r \ ed in fometbing roberer time!; n r <.10 I think, except in Franc, \i ' ber 
old people are never out of alhion, that it i reafc nabl t ti r thofe hofe 
youth and fpirits may excufe orne difl'ipation . - bove 11 things i is my 
refolution never to profefi retirement, left, when I ha 1 ft all my r al 
teeth, the imaginary one, alled a col's, ihould hurry m' ba k und ma 
me ridiculous. But one never outli ? all one's cotcmporaries; ne ay · 
{fort with then. Few Engliihmen, 00, 1 have obfer 'ed, CUl beat folitude 

w ithout being hurt b it. Our clim te akes u apricious, and w 
muil: rub off our roughneffi and humours a iuil: oue ano et. We have 
too an a~ways increafing re ourc , w~ich i , that though we go not to th 
young~ they mull: come to us : younoer lfurpers tread on til ir heels, as f ey 
did on ours, and revenge us that have b en d pofed. They r tuin their 
titles~ like qt~een Chrill:illa, fir 1'.1- N--, and lord ---; ut th 
find they hay 110 fubjeCts. If we could but li e long nough, w iht'mlJ 
hear lord C--, Mr. S-, &c. complain of the 'r nd ab minabl h ur 
of the youth of the ao ' You r; e, y e r lor 1, t Y eaty hi} ophy c n 
divert itfelf with any thing, e 11 with vilion ; \ hich perh p ' i the beft 
way of treating the gre t ilion itt" 1 , lire. or half ne's time 01 ihoulcl 
laugh 'Witlt the world; the other half, at it-and then it is hard if we war.t 
amukme~. • 

I am heartily glad, for yout lordihip's and Ia y Allne Conolly's fakt.::, tha 
general Howe !s fi fj . lfincer 1y intereft ~yfelf for e~ery body ou are con
cerned for. I will fay no more on a fubJc on which I fear I am fo illl.· 

uckyas to differ v ry much· with your lordihip, having always fllndamen· 
tally diCapproved au onduct with America. Iud the pr (ent profpeCl: 0 

;var with France, whell we have fo much difabled ourfeIve, a.nd are ex .. 
pefe in fo many quarters, is a topic for g oeral lamentation, . r the than 

• p p p , for 
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for 6allvaffing 9f opinions, which every'man rouft fOfm for himf~lf: and I 
doubt the moment is advancing when we fhall be £oreed to think alike ,at 

J'l.. • ( ' 
leal~ on the p -efellt. ' . 

I have ~ot been ye~ above a night at a time ill town-out ihall be glad to 
give your lordipip and lady Strafford a meeting there whenever you pleafe. 

Your moll faithful humble [ervrmt, " 

BOR. WALPOLE~ 

LET T E R xxxnr. 
Strawbcrry-hil1, June 12, 178o~ 

MY DEAR LORD, 

• 
IF tbe late event had been within the common proportion of llews, I 

would have tried to entertair~: your lordihip' with ,an ,account of them; Ptlt 
they were far heyond that fie: , and could only creat horror aud indigna-

.:.tion. Religion has often been the cloak of injufricc, .outrage and villainy: 
j~Gour late tumJlts, it [carce kept .oll its maik. ,a: moment; its perfecutiOll 
was uownr,ight robbery; and it was fo drurk, that it killed it~ banditti fe.ftu 
than tbey ;could plunder. The turnults have beell carried on ill fo viQlent 
and fcandalous a manner, that I tnllt they will have no copie, When pri
fons are levelled to the ground" when the bank is aim d at, and reformation 
is attempted by conflagrations, the fa. ages of Canada are the only fit' allies • 
of 10rd ' Geo~ge Gordon ,and ~is crew. The Tower is rpuch too d~gniiied a 

. prifon for him-but he had left no other. . 

I 'came out of town on Friday, ha: ing feen a good deal of the tl~ock-ng 
tranfaCt:iollS of Wednefday night-· in fact, it was 'difficult to be in London. 
and not fee, or think 110m~ part of it in flames-l faw thofe of the King'& 

ench, New prifon, and thofe on the three fides of the Fleet-market,' hich 
l1Uited into one blaze. The town and par~s are now one camp-th~ next 
'difagreeable fight to the capital being in aihes. It will frill not have beon a 
tatal tragedy, if it bring , the nation one and all to their fehfes. It will frill 
be not quite an unhappy country, if we reflect that the ' old confritution, 
exaaly as it was in the 1aft reigll, was th molt defir~ble of any . in th ll1li-

verfe. 
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" verfe. It made us (hm the firft eopl in Europe-we have a it 1 of 

ground to reco er-but can \ e tal bctt p th thnu that which kinO' 
Williain pointed Oll.t t us? 1 mean th f fiem he 1 ft u. a the re ·ol\.ltiol~ 
I '!-rIl; a erfe to a'll fhanges of ' it-it fitted us jufi a~ it was. 

For' fame time e en indi idual mllll b upon th ir cru3.ru . Our new 
and now im rifoned apolUe has deli ered fo mnny cougeuiaJ f: jnt s 
from jail, that one hears f nothing ut r bb ries n th high\ ny. our 
lurdihip's fifier, lady Browne and I hav been at T\ i ken am-p rk this 

• evening, and k t together' and . had a horfeman at our r 'turn: Baron 
d' Aguilar was ihot at in that v ry lane on Thurfday night. A tro p of the 
fugiti es had rendezvou{e il Combe-wood, an ,ere diflodged th IlC yef
terday by the light-horfe. 

I do not know a fyl1able b~t wh~t relates to there difiurbances. Th 
llewfpapers h' '\Ie negl Cted few truths. Lies, witnou th ir n tur 1 pro
penuty to falfehood ', they cO\lld not avoid for ev ry n jmlt produ [ome, 
at leaft exaggera tions. We were threat ed with fwa ms f g d pro
tefiant a b1'tiler from all quart r!l, and r port fc nt vari u det hmcnts fj m 
the metropolis on fimilar err nds; ut thank "Jod the ha e be n t r -

. port !-OIl! when {hall we lav peace ad tranquillity? I hop your lord-
1bip and 1 dy traffi rd will at 1 ail: enjoy the latter in y ur charmj, g wo d • 
I have Ion doubted which four paffioDs i the fir' ngeft- rhap.: ev ry 
one of th m is equally {hong ill fome perfon 0 oth r-but I have no d ubt 
but ambition is th ' ft det frable, and the moll: inexcufabl . ; for it mif
chiefs are by far the m fr e tenfive, and it' njoymeots by · n meal pro
portioned to its an, ieties. The Iatt ~r; I lieve, is the cafe of oil: paffions 
-b t thell all but ambition cofi little pain t any but the p [felT< r. ., n 

. ambitious man mull: e divefred of all feeling but · ~ r him(eJf. he t f-

ment of others is his high road to happinefs. yv ere the tn.n{migr tion )f 
foul true, and accompanied by confcioulllCfs, h()w delighted w tljd Alex
ander or Crcefu~ be to find themfelve 011 f<mr legs, and divefred fa wul, 
to conquer new worlds, r to heap up all the wealth of thi! A iCll, my 
dear lord! , . 

I am moil gratefully y?ur lordihip's obedient humble fl'rva t, 

HOR. W AL OLE, 
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LET T t R XXXIV. ' 
fJ 

Strawberry-hill,? September 9, J78~. 

r AM very happy at recei ring a letter f1"om your lor&ihip this moment, 
as I thought it very long Ulce we had correfponded, but am afraid of be
il,"\g troublifomc,~ when. 1 have not the excufe .of thanking you, or fomething 
'Worth telling you, which in truth is not the cafe at l?refi nt. No foul; whe
ther interefted or not, but deafens one about cleB:ions. I always detdl:ed 
them, 6Jven v;hen in parliament; and when I.Jived a goo<J deal at Whi e's, 
preferred he<\.ring.of ewmarket tD eleaions; for the former, being 1uttered 
in a lal1guage I did not Ul derftand, ,did not engage my attention; ,but as 
they talk ' d of eleClions in~ Englijh, 1 could not help know ing what they 
faid. It does furprife me, I OWll, th~t people can choofe to fluff their 
heads with details and circumftances, .of which ill" fix' weeks they will never 
hear or think more. The weather t~il HOW has been the chief tOj)ic of 
converfatioll. Of late it has been the third very hot fumme~' ; but refre!hed 
by fo little rain, that the bailks <sf the Thames have been and are, I believt~, 
like tho{e of theljManzanares ... The night before laft we had fome goo 
ihewers, and to-day a thick fog has diffolved in fomeas thin as ga\lze. 
Still r am not qufi:o forry to enjoy the weather of aduft climates without 
their tempefts and i1'l..fi as.-Lady Cowper.l lately vifired, and but lately: 
if hat I hear is true, I {hall be a gainer, . for they talk of lord D--
having her houfe at Richmond: like your lord{hip, I confd! I was fur. 
prifed at his choice. I know 11 thing to the prejudice of the young lady
but I fuould not have feleCted, for fo gentle and very amiable a mall, a fifter 
of the mprefs of fafuion, 110r ~ daught r of the ~oddefs of wifdom. 

D , 

They talk of great dilfatisfaCtions ill tl: .. e fleet. Geary and Barrington are 
certciil y retired. It l~oks, if this deplorable war !bouid continue, as if all 
our cot1).mand rs by fea and land, were to be difgraced or difgufted. 

The people h re h.ave chriftened Mr. Shirley'S new houfe, Sjlite-haJ!". 
It is difinal to think that one may live to fe enty-feven, and go out 0 the 
world doing u' ill-natured ah aCt as poffible! When I (tm reduc d to d'etail 
ths- gazette of Twickenhal ,I had better releafe your lordfuip-but either 

\ 

~ Becaufe 'built tit wa raid) OR purpofe to intcrcep~a view of the .Thames frOom his oppolite 
neighbour. :t ' . , 

I w~ 



• 
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way it i~ from the utmo1l: attten '011 lld refp a fur our lord ip an~ 1 dy 
SttafFord" as I am ever 

" Moll: devotedly and gratefully yours~ • 

HOR. y..,7 ALPOLE .. 

LET T E R XXXV. • 
• • • Strawberry-hill June '3, 1781 • 

IT wa:s very kind, my dear lord, to recolleB: me fo foon: I v iih I could! 
J7eturn it byamuhllg you; but here I know nothiL g, and fupp e it is owil g 
to age that even in town I do not find th tranfat ion of the world very 
entertaining., One mufr lit up all ni ·ht to fe r her any th'ng-and if. 
-the town intends to.do any thing, th never pegin to d.p it till !1IJXt aYe • 

:M:r. Conway win certainly be here t e end of this month, ha iug 
thoroughly fecured his jlland from furpri£( ,.anQ it is not l~ablc t be t ken 
allY other way. I willi he was governor of this bigg~ 11 too" Ii h do s 
n.ot [eern q~lite fo well guarant.ied. .•• 

Y 0Ur lordfhip will wonder at a vifit I h( d yeft rday: it wn from Mr. 
---, wh has paffed a day and night here. It was n t r. my beil g 
a f~llow-fcholar of Vefiris, but from hi being tun d antiquary; the. 141tt 
patina r ihould have t ought a lVIacaroni o\;lld have taken. ~m as proud · 
of fuch a difciple as of aving converted Dic y B ternan fr IT a Chin fe to 
a Goth. Though be was the foundf!r of the hataw dgi tafte in ngland, 1: 
J.?reaclled fo e eaually that hi every pagoda took the, cU. The meth di s 
fuy, one lllUft hav,e been very wicked before One cau . f the 1 61:- et is 
that extreme more diftal1t from tM 1011, which avo 5 kn :ng and liking 
nothing but the faihion of the illfrant, to fiudying what wer the tJ1()d 0 
five hundred years ago r. I hope this converfion will n t fuii Mr. --
fortune under the lord lieu,tenant of Irelalld. How his IrifJ) majefty will 
~e (hocked, wh n he afk.s h w large prince B 's fhoe-buckl s are 
gro vn, ·I~O he allfwered, he does not know, but that Charle Brand n's co -

iece at the.laft birth-day' had tlv'ee yards of velvet in. it! and that the 
ducbefs 
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duche s of Buckingham thr ft out her chi'l two inches farther than vcr, in 
admiration of it I and that the marchtonefs of Dorfet had put out her jaw b 
endeavouring t9 imitate her! II 

, 
We have at laft had forne rains, which I hope extefided to Y rkihir ; 

:Ull,d that our ]ordihip has found "f./ entwortb-cafile in the blo 11 of ven"h.m:. 
I" always, as iIi duty bound, willi profp rjty to . cry body and 
thing there, and am ~ 

• 
• YoU!" lordfhip's ev r devoted and grateful humbl~ fcrvant, 

• 

IIOR. vV i\ POL'E 

LETTE XXXVI. 

() Strawberry.hill, Auguft 31, I7 r. 

OUR }ord(l{ip's too friendly partiality fees talents in me, which I a 
fill- fl do . not polli fs. Wit!} all my defire of amufing vbu, aud "vith all my 
-{enfe of gratitude for your long and unalterable goodneli, it is quite im 
poffible to fend you an eatertaining 1ettcr from hence. The infipidity of 
my life, that i paired with a few old people that are wearing p,fit like my
felf, after furvi ing fo many of my acqua' ntance, can furniih no rnatter of 
'Correfpondence. \Vh t few novelti s I hear, corne l\'ale, and not till th y 
bay been haQ"ed in the 1 ewli p r ; al d though we are engaged in (uch 
big and ~ide war, th y produc l10 ftriking events, nor furniili any thing 
but regrets for th Ii s and millions ¥e fling away to 110 purpofe! One 
cannot divert ~hen 0i\e can nly compute; 11 r xtraCt entertainment from 
prophecies that ther is 110 reafol) to colour favourably. We have indeed 
foretold fuccefs for fc ven years toge.t:her, but debts and taxes have been the 
fol completion. 

If one turns 0 privat life, what i t ere to furniih pleafing topic ? 
DCffipation without objeCt, pleafure, or geniu ,i the only colour of the 
times. Que hear every ay of fc mebody undone, but can we or they tell 
how, excellt when it is by the moa exped tious of all means, gaming? 4nd 

now, 
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now ', .even ,the lofs of an hundred ~ lOufand pOUl QS i not ra e enough tp 
[urptlhllg. One m~y !tare Dr growl, bl~t cannot relate any thing that is 
worth -bearllg. I do not love to cenfure a younO'er agt<; but in 0'0 d truth 
h 'h r. (;l t 0 

t ey nelt er amUle me llor enabic me to amufe thers. .... . 
• 

The pleafantefi 'event I kno~v, happened to tnyfelf 1 1t Sunday morning, 
when general Conw ,v ry une 'peCtedly, walked ill as I was'at break£; fit in 
his way to ParR-place. He looks as well in health and 11 irits a ever I fa v 
him ;. and though he ftaid but half all hour, I wn perfeClly con eut as he is 
at home. ,f 

• . . 
I.am glad your 10rd1hip likes.. the fourth book of The reI n, , hich i 

admirably coloured. The verfion of-Fr filOY l thihk the fillefi: tr:mfiatiol'l I 
ever raw. It i a m<?fr beau;iful poem ,extraCted fr m as dry all proflic a. 
parcel of ver[es as could be put tog th,,r: Mr. Me [011 has gilded lead, and 
burnifhed . . h;ghly. Lord and lady arcourt 1 ihould think wo Id make .. 
him a vi fit, and I lOpe for their fakes will vifit Wentworth-cafrte. As they 
both have taite, r ihould be forry th y did 110 f< e the perfeCteil: fpecimen of 
architecture r k.now: ' 

Mrs. D":""'- certainly goes abroad this winter. I am gl d of it for eery 
reafon hut her abfence. I am eettain it will be elfential t h r health' all 
the bas 10 eminently a daffie genius, and is herfelf [0 fuperior an nrtifr, that 
I enjoy the pI afure the will have in vifiting It l)'e 

As your lordihip has· honoured all the pr du ions of my prefi with. your 
acceptance, I venture to indofe the Iafi, w ich I printed to oblige th~ 
L-s. There are many beautiful and p ¢ti~ expreffiQns In. it. 
wedding t6 be [ure is neither a new nor a. proIl1ifing [ubjeCt, nor will outlafi 

. ,the favours: ftil11 thl~lk Mr. jones's ode is \lllCOmm nly ood for the oc
cafion J; at lea{t, if it do not much ch~rm lady t!'afford and yv~lr lordihip, 
I know you will r ceive it kindly as a: tribute from trawberry-hlll, a c . ery 
homage is du to you both from its mniter. 

Your 4e oted humble fcrvant, 
• 

HOR. LPOLE. • . , 

t The marriage of lord A1t1~orp with min l3ingb:un • 
• ~qq LETTER 



( Berkeley-fquafe, November 17. r78h 

EACH frdb. mal" of you~ 1orJiliip·s kindnefs and fj·i adihip calls 01 

me for thanks and an anfw r: ever other r afon W \lId enjoin me iiI nce ' 
• I not 01 ly grow fo old, but the 1) rt'lptoms of age increafi:; 10 falt, that, a 
they.ad ife me to k ep out of the \i 'orId, that retirement make e lees. 
fit to he informing Or entertaining, The hjlolo'phers who have fpQf ed on. 
the verge of the t;OLnp, or they who have q{felled to fpor't in the flilme fitua
tion, both tacitly implied that it as not out of their thollghts- d how-

I 

ever dear what we are going to l' ave may be, all that is not particularly: 
dear mufi ceafe to interefi us much. If thore r fieCtions blend thl;;rn(e}ves. 
with our gayefi thoughts, mufi 11Ot' their hue grow more ,dufty when pUb::
lie misfortunes. and difgraces caft a' gen r~l ihad~ ? The ag, it is true,. . 
[oon emerges out of ev ry gloom, ap.d wantous as before.-Bll~ does not 
that levity impl int a frill deep{)! melancholy on thofe who do think? Have 
any of our cal }.nities corre,l:€d us? Are we llOt revelling 011 the brink. 
,f the precipic~ r Does adminifiratiou grow more. fage, or dcfire that 

wellihould grow 'mor~ fober rAre thefe themes for' 1 tters, my dct\r lord? 
Can one repeat commOn news with hldj~~ rellce, rule our ihame is writ 
ing for future hifiory bty the pens of all our numerO\.lS enernie&,? \Vhen did 
England fee two whole arm~e lay down their arms atld [un:enlJer themfelve 
prifoners? Can ~enal addrelfes efface {uch fiigmas, that will b~ recorded 
in ,very country in Europe? Or will fUGh difgraces"h vo. no COI'lU quences ? 
Is not AmerIca loft to. us r .; an we offer tl p more· human vifrirns to the 
(hemon ,of obfiinacy-and 1hall we tax 0 -rfi Ives deeper to furnilh out 
the facrifice ? Thefe' re thoughts I oannot fiifle at the moment that en
forc s them; and tbough I do net doubt but the fame fpirit of diffipation 

. that has {wallowed up" all our princi les, will reign again in three day 
with is wonted (bvereigl1ty, I ad rathet be filent than vent my indigna ... 
tion.-Yet I cannot tal ,for i c nl10t thin:j.{, on any other fubjcCt. It ~as 
not fix day llgo, that'n the height of four raging wars I faw ill the paper 
an accotmt of the opera and of the dreffes of the company; and thence the 
i' wn, and the! ce of cU\!lrfe the whole nation, were informed that Mr .. 
F \ had very little powder in his hair. 'VVould not one think that our 
new{pap 'rs were pCll,ned by bo s jnft CQ'me from fchool' for ~he infonn tion 

( 
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:of eir Ifiers and coufins? Ha \\ e had 
thofe days, w01:11d th~y have been fill d 

o D. 

f Ag\nco ·t, or in th more refi mblino- \ ' 
"Did the Fr nch tr'fic equall. y n durin CT th ridiculDu war f the Fr nd 
If they were as im ertinellt then, at 1 all: they had wit in th ir 1 vit),. 
\Ve are monke s in condua, and as clmni.; us bears \: en we r: t gam-
bol. h! my lord! I ha e n pil iel .e ;'lith my oun r f and 111' II Jea\ 
it without regret r-Can , e be pr ud "hCll all · t1l' Ie fc 11 U ? 
wont t envy llS, fometimes to h te u, b t l1CV r d fpit ( U 

James the lirIl: was cont mptpble, .but h did not 1 fe an n hica . 
e deft grandfon fold llS, his younger Ion llS-but we kept ourfi h-e , 
we have run to meet" the rui11-- and it is coming! • 

I beg your lor !hip's par~on, if I lp"c [aid too much - bll I cl I\I )t b -
lie e 1 have. You have never fold yq\lrfelf, aDd, therefore, have no b n . 
acceffilry t . 0 r leftruB:ion. Y Oll 1m be happy now llOt t ha ,c a fi 1 , 

who wO\.lld live to gr el in the dregs of England. r our lard!hiI ba. 
long been [( wife as to fecede from th foIl cs of your c untrymell. ay 
you an'd lady Strafford long nj y the tranql illity that h~ . b en 'our op
tion even in better days !-and muy 'au nmufc :ourfelf \1','ithout'lTiving 1 ' 
1;0 ftlch r fiectiolls as have overflowed in this letter from • , 

• 
Your devoted humble fen'ant, 

HOR. WALPOLE! 

xxxvnr. , 
Strawberry-lliJI, .4 uguft, ,1782 • 

• 
this letter reaches your lordihip, I ,believe it muft be conveyed by a 

ove; for we are all 'under water, and a pofrman has not where to fet th 
fo1e of his foot. They tell me, that in the ll?rth you have not be~l1 ~o 
drowned: which '"ill be very fortunate; for In thefe parts C\f r~ thmg 1. 

to be appreh nded for the corn, the ihccp, and the .. camps-~l t, l.n truth, 
all kinds of profpeB:s are moIl: gl amy, and e en 111 leffcr light uncom
fort Ie . Hero we cannot frir, but armed for battle. Mr. POWl, ,~ho 

• q q l lIves 
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live at Mr. Hindley' , was attacked a d robbed la11: week at the or 
GUl1nerlbury-laue, by five footp ' s who had two blunclerbufTes. Lady 

r WI e and I do cOHcinue going to Twickenham-park; but I'(loutt know 
h<!w long it will be prudent, nor wh ther i is fo now. • 

I have no been at Park-place, for Mr. Conway is never there, at leall only 
• for a night or two. His regiment was r~ iew.ed yefterday at Alhford-common,. 
but I did not go to fee it,-Ir truth, 1 have fo little tafl:.c for common fights, 
that I ne el did fc e a review in my lifo. I ~as ill town Iail wee , yet 
fa w ntlt md11fiellr de Graffe; nor ha e feen the giant or, the dwa f. 

• I 

Poor Mr . Clive is certainly very declilliltg, but has been better of late, 
and, which I am gl of;tllluks herfe1f better. All vifiollS that comfort 011e 
are defirable-the conditiol1S of mortality do not bear being pryed into; 
1l,or am I an admirer ' 'Of that philo~op'hy that rcrutinizes into them: the 

f' philofophy of deceiving one's f~lf i vaiHy preferable. What figllifies an~, 
tlcipating what we canno~ prevent? 

I do not pret d to fend,yollE 10rdihip any n~ws, for I do not know a tittle, 
r inquire. P ac is the fole event of which I willi ta hear. For private 

ne~s 1 have 0 dived almoll: all the world with which I was acquainted, 
and have no curiofity about the tlext genrratiou, fcarce more than about 
the 20th century. I willi I was lefs indifferent for the fak~ of the few 
with whom 1 correfpond, your lordlhip in particular, who are always fa 
good and partial to me, and on whom I fuould indubitably wait, were I fit . 
to take a }<;mg .journey; but as I walk no better thAn a tortoil<, I make a 
confcience 01' not incommod~tillg my friends, whom I 1?ould only confine-
at hom~ Indeed both my feet and hands are fo lame, that I now fcarce 
ever dine abroad. Being fo antiquated and infipid, I will releafe your 
Jord1hip, and am, with my unalterable refpeCls to lady Strafford, 

Your. lordthip's mofi devoted humble fervant, 



ARL OF STR FFO D. 

Straw n y-hill, O£l:ober 3, 178 • 

. 1 DID think. it long fin~e I had the honour of h • tin 0- from your] rd
(lup; but confclous how IJttle I could rcpa you with any' nfert inmenr I 
waited wit.h patience. In fact, I b~lieve fummer-corr fp ndences oft n tt;~n 

, 011 complalllts 0 want. o~ news. It IS .unlucky that that i gene~ally tl e ii aCon 
o~ correfpQl:dbnc~ as 1t IS of jeparatlon. People uffembi in apit 1 n-

• tnve to furnllh matter, but the th y hav not occafioll to rite it. Ul or 
being the feafoll of campaign~l ought to be more fertile-I am gia ,hen th t 
is not the cafe, for what is an account of a battle but a lift of burin Is ? Vulture 
and birds .ofprey might wr,ite with pl~afure to theircorreii 'onde in he Ips 
of fuch events-but they ought to b~ melancholy topic to thofe W 0 1" e 
1) beaks of talons. At this momeu if I was n epicure: among tbe 11 r ·s 

I lhould rejoice that general Elliot has jufi fent the carcafc s of 1500 .. pa .. 
niards dawn to market under Gibtaltar b\lt I am m e pleafcd that he 
diIpatched boats and faved rome of thofe · whom he h" ovcr[e. ' 1 at 
mull: a man of fo much feeling have fuffered at being fore d to do hi ,~lty 
fa well as he has dbne! I remember '~earing futh anottler bUlnane ing" 
that brave 'old admiral fir Ch rles W ager, fay, that in his life he had n r 
killed a fl)'\ 

'" 
This demolition of the Spamili armada is a great ev nt-a very good 

one, if it prevents ~ battle between lord HQwe and the combined fleets, as 
I1hould hope j and yet better if it produce~ peace; the only politi al crifi , 
to which I look wtth eagertl,efs. Wet tha happy moment arrived, there 
'is ample matter ' to employ our great x:nen, if we ~ave any, in retrievillg 
the affairs of this country, if they are to be retrie~e .-But though our 
fedelltary politicians writ abundance of lett r ~ the newfpaper~> full 
plans of public fpirit, I doubt the nation is not fober enough to ret ai;c11t 

its own work in earnefi. When none refi rm the h~e$, !.ittl good i to 
be expe&d. We fee by ~the excefs of highwaymen how far evils will go 
befor.e any attemp i made to cure them, r alJ). fur , from the magni de 
qf this inconvenience, that I am not talk.ing er ly like an 0 man. 1 
b e lived here above thirty yea'i- , 'al d ufed to go every here rou d at 11 

hours 

t 
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hours of the night without nny precaution. I cannot llowfrir a mile [rom my 
own lmufe after fUl1~fet without one or t~o fervUllts with blunderbuffes. 
I am not furprifed " our lordlh ·p's pheafants were ftolen: a wc;}~an wa 
taken laft Satu.-da :night 1 aded with nine gee(e, and they fay has im
pea hed it gang of fourteen houfe-break rs-tmt thefe are under graduates
when they !hould ha 'e taken th ir dOCtor' degrees, they w uld not ha e 
p,.iddled in fuch.little game. Thofe regius-profeffors tlie nabob ha\'e taugh 
men not to plunder for farthings .. 

I am..wery -(enGble of your lord !hip' kindne[s to my nephew Mr. C- . 
":He is a fc nfible, well-beha ed young mail, ond, I trull, would not ha\' ( 
abllfed your goodnefi. ,., 

" 

Mr. Mafon writes to mc, that he !hall be at York at the end of thi 
month. I as to have gone to tmeham; but" the houfe i fo little ad
( anced, that it is a quefricm wheth.er ii}.ey can receive me. MaC< n, I doubt, 
has been idle there. I am fure, if he found no mufes there, he could pick 
lp none..at -Oxford, where then is not fo much as a bed-maker that ever 

liv d in a mufe's fRroil}" .. 

dilton begs hi!> ,duty to .aU the lambs, and trufis that lady Strafford will 
,not rejeCt his homage. ' 

I am ever her ladyfhip's and your lordthip~s 

Mofi devoted humble fervant, 

HOR. WALPOLE. 

LET T E R XL, 

Strawberry-hill, June 24,1783' 

'THOUGH your lordlhip s partiality extends ev~n to my letters, you mull: 
p erceive that they g ow a antiquated as the writer. News are the foul of 
letters: when we g'v them a body of our own invention, it is il unlike to 
life as a fratue. I hay withdrawl~ fo much from the world, that the new[
papers know every thing" before me, efpecial1y fince they have ufurped t! 

3 f province 

J 
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pro ince of telling every thing, p iv te as w 11 as tl.!">li ; and conreq lently 
a great dea~ m re t~an I fhould wi1h t know or like t r por . Vh I'l I 
do h:ar t tranfa Ions of much y uno·cr p opte the d nqt p. [, fr I y 
ears ll~tO my memory; 11 91" de s your lordfhip intcreft ourfel ~ are about 
them than ~ do. ,'" t frill, when ne redul,.;e 0' d( partment t fuch oar
rpw limits, One"s COrr fpQndence fuffers by it. owevcJ', a, I de JJ"C t (h w 
only my gratitude and attachment, 11 t 'my \ it, I 1h 11 hainly be' yo r 
lordf4ip_ as long as you are content to read my lett rs, after 1 ha. e told \1 

faidy ,how litt e they can entertain you. 
~ . . . . . , . 

• For imports ofFre:nch, J ~,eiieye we 1hall have ~ w more. Th y hn . 
not' ruined us fo totally by.th I , ar, much lefs enriched them[elve~ fa much 
by it, but that they ~ho. have be n 1: r, complaine9 fo pitcoufly of the ex
penGvenefs of .England, t\lat pr bab}y th y vill deter others from a fimilar 
jal.ll1t-nol', fuch is their ficklene:G, ar~~ the French confiant to allY t.hinl'l' but. 

, . ~ 

admlratioll of themfelves. 'Their Al1~lonlallie I hear has mounte'tl-ot de-
fcended-:--from our cufrorns to our perfon . • Englilh people arc in fail1i()1l at 
iV er{aille&. A Mr. " , who wrote fOrl,le pret y verfes t Bath two 01' 

three years ago, is a favourite there. One who was fo, r' may be {till, the 
beau Dill"Oh, came upon a very: difi'"erent,en and-in {hart? .to pUl"chafe •• ny 
plifce a book wrJtten by Linguet, which was jufi coming out, called A,llot. 
Izefte. That will'tell your lordthip hy the beau Dillon was the meifcnger. 

~ , . , 
, .. , 

MOl1fie~lr de Guignes and his daughters came hither-but it was at eight 
o'clock a night ill thft height of th deluge. You may be fure, r was uch 
flattered by fuch a vifit ! I was forced tI ght candles to tltow them. ny 
thing; and m'Ufr ~~ave lighted the mo~n to ch w them the ~iew~. . If thi is 
their .w!iY of feeing England, they might as well look at it WIth an oper, 
glafs from tlle thQre,. 9f Calais. 

. Mr. Mafon is t.o come to me on Sunday, and twill find me mighlj' bufy 
,m maki~g my 1 ck of hay, whicH is not yet C\.lt. 1 don't know why, but 
people ar€:; always more anxious about their hay than their corn, or twenty 
other things that C01.1: them more. 1 fuppofe my lord Chefterfi.eld, or fome 
{uch diEtator, made it fathionable to care about ont's hay.- obocly betrays 
~~licitu~e abO\lt gettin~ in his rents. 1 

We 
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\Ve have exchanged, [pring and fummctr for autumn and wint~r, as well 
as da}' for night. If religi n or law, el~oined people to love .light and pro~ 
{j)cCl: and erdure,. I ih uid not wonder if pervcrfcuef ma.de us h~e them
no, nor if [oeiery made us prefer living alway' in town to folitude and beaut.r. 
-But that is not the cafe. The moil: falhionable hurryo,into the country at 

"" hri11;mas and Eafrer, let the weather be ever fo bad-and the finefi ladies, 
'\ ho wil1 g n04 whither till eleven ~t night, certainly pafs more tir~rome 
hours in London alone th:an they would in the Fountry.-Bu~ all till is 110 

bl1fincfs of mipe: they do what they like, and fo do I-And I am excee4ingly
tolerant' abom peClple who a1:e perfectly indiffe "ent to me. The fun and the 
feafolls were not gone out of faihion wheon I\vas young-and I may do what 
1 will with them now I am old: for fafhion' fortu~ately 110 law but to it 
devotees. vVere I fi e-a~la-twenty, 1 dare to fay, I ihould think ever ""him 
.of my eotemporarie very wife, as I di~ theJl. In one light I am always 011 

,the fide of the young; for they onlyfillCHtly defpife thofe who do not conform 
to th~ir ordonnauc ; but age is verY(Japt to be angry at the change of cuf .. 
tOll} , and partial W otbers no better founded. It i happy whell we are oc .. 
c4pied by notb,iug more {eriou. It is happy for a nation, when mere fafhions 
are a topic that cfrn employ its llttentiol1; for though diffipation may lead to 
g , \~r moments, i't comlUe~ces with eafe and tranquillity; 'and they at leafl: 
who live before the fcene ihifts aT~ fortunate, confidering and comparing 
themfelves with the various regiolls who e joy no parallel felicity. I , con .. 
~ fs my refleCtions are coufeur de rr;je a-t prefent. I did not mu~h expect to 
Ii e to fee peace., without far more extenfive ruin than has fallen on us. ' I 
'will not probe futurity in fearch <,>f lefs agreeable CO\ljeCtures. PrognoiH
cators ma.y fe many feeds of daLky hue-but I am too old to look forward • 
Without allY omens, common fenfe tell:; one, that ill the revolution of ages 
nations mhft have unprQfpcrou pedods.-But why ihould l torment myfelf 
for what may happen (in twenty years after my death, more than for' what 
may bappen in two hundred? .N or fhall I be more illterefred in the one 
than. iu the other. This is ' 1'10 indifference for my country.-I willi i~ could 
always be happy-But fo I do to 'all other countries. 'Yet who could ever 
pafs a tr nquil moment, if fuch future fpeculati~lls vexed him j 

<JA.dieu, my gp d lord !-I doubt this letter has more rna ks of (enility 
than t~e Qne 1 announced at the beginnill~. When I had no news to feud 
y.ou) it w~s no T~ fon for brioo- you with common places.-But your 1 d .. 

9 l\ ihifs 

j 
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{hip's inoulgencc {pails me. Does'not it look ~s if I thought, that, b '\-; a tlf~ 
.Y ou commend my letters, you would Ii e whate\'cr I 1~lY? \Vill not ia ch ' 
Strafford th'nk that I abufe your patience ?-l afk both ~ o 'Jr. parJlln~,-allJ 
am to both' '. J • 

• 
PJ moG: devotco humble !c-rvant, 

IlOR. ~\ ·ALrOLE. 

L E' T T E R XLI. 

• lra\\ berry.hitl, Auguil r, 1781-

iT would be grea.t happiqefs inoeed .to m , my Gear lord, if i"u h nothing 
3.S my letters could contribute to any prt of your Iqrc1(hip's ; but as your . 
own partiality heftows their chief me/it on them, you 1;"c they owe more 
to your friend01ip than to the writer. It is not my interdl: to d,!prcc iatc 
them; much lc~ to undermine the foundation of their {ole W {II tho Y d it 
'woud be diilionefi: not to warn your 10rJfhip., that if my tetter have had 
any intrinfic recommendation, they mull: 101e of it every day. Ycc.'.rs ;u!d 
frequent returns of gout have made a ruip of me. Dulin is, ill the form of 
indolence, grows upon me. I am ·il'laCtive, lifdcfs, and [0 indifferent to mofi: 
things,that I ueitherenquire after Hor remember any topics that might enliven 
my letters. Nothing is [0 inGpid as my way of palfing my time. Bit J 

. need not {pecify what rpy letters 1peak.-They can have 11 0 li)irit left-and 
would be perfeclly illClnimate, if attachment :ind gratitude to '(;ur lordlhip 
were as liable to be extingui1hed by old age a um more amuiillg 9ualities. 
I make no new conneaions; but chen1h thOle; tha remain \\' itll all the 
warmth of youth and the piety of grey hairs. '" 

Tht wcatber here has been, and is, v.'ith very fe\!.· interval s, (ultr.\' tq thi" 
momeut. I think it has beell of (en·ice to me; though by 0\ crhcating 
my[elf I had a few days of lamene(s. The harveft is balf over already all 
round us, and {o pur , that llot a poppy or cornflowt;.r is to be {"e en. Every 
field [eems to have been weeded like B-'s bowling-green. If Cere~, 
who is at leafi: as old as many of our fafuionable ladies, loves tricktng her
[elf . t ilr1 flowers as th~y do, file mull: be mortified; and with more reafon ; 

Vor .. V.', R r r ~ for 

~ 
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for ,fhe looks well alway;; \\ ith top-kr ts of t1Itramarine and ~ermjlion. 
\ hi h modern goddd,{;'s do not f(x- balf (0 IOllg as tbey think they do. \ .. 
provitl nce fhpWt'iS (0 many le1Jin:;s all u s, I wifh the peace 1ay confirm 
them ! N ,'dEtry I tl rl'l [ure it \\ nc;-alld ",;hen it can llot;. reftore u s, v. }(~Il' 

ihould we h:l.\'c beell, had the \\'a r continued! Of Ollr fituation and prdi" d 
I coufds my opillion is melallcholy-not from pre(en t polit iC" , but [r >111 

• pJ{t. \Ve flullg awn) the moft brilliallt p Ctio ll - I do,-:bt, for a long fea! ll! 
\Yitb politics I h,l\-e tota lly done. I wi{h the prtiellt rnil1i\1:er~ ma r lafl:; 
for I think hettel' of their principles than of tllOJ.e of their opponr: nts (with 
a fe\\: l;tlvos on both iidl'<"), allti Jo I d~ of ' heir abiljtie~".-But it would be 
folly in me to conccrJ] m) idf about new genemtions.-HGw little a way c;tn 

I fcc of thcir progrc ts ! • " 

1 am r:lther (urprifcd at the new c; ountefs of ,- --. How could a \ "O

r man be ambitious of n kmblil\g Prf#il1l<..tlwus, to be pawed and clawed allLi 
gnaw d by a \ulture? 1 b g your t;.)r1 doll1's pardon; but I could n ot CUll

e ive that a coronet was fo \'e!') tempting ! 

, ' 
..-aJy Bro",nc ," ql1ite rcco\,ercd-l1l11e(s {he relapfes f~om what w e 

II 'cr at T\\ ic"-enhall1-p~rk [rom a lord N--, an old feaman, who is 
come ) Richmond 011 a \ jut tt) !be duke of l\Iontro(e . I thillk the poor 
man mull be out f his [enfcs-at leaCt 'he talks us out of ours. It is th e: 
moCt: iIlccffilut aml incoherent rhapfody that ever was heard .• He fits by thl' 
c:1.rd -table, and pours on 1\1rs. N-- all th:lt ever happened in his VO)'<lgC. 

,I; hi 111('1 l u r ". 1I r. details the fhip's a ll owance, a d talks to her as if {he 
was hi, {irfl' l11atc. Then i .. the mornings he carri es his daughter to to" Jl 

tu fcc St. Pen 1'5, and the Tower, and \Veftminl1:er-abbey; and at night di(
go r.~e ~ :.d' he has {een; t ill we dOl "t k llow the ac:e of fpades froo) quee n 
EJizdb th' puck:et-f"iftol . n the armory. Mercy on us !- _'\. nd mercy on 
your lordfhlp too! vVh-t fhoull1 you be ftnnned with that alarum? Have you 
had your earthqmlk c, my lord? Many h, ve had theirs . I dfure you I have 
nad mille. Above a week ago, when broad awake, the doors of the cabinet 
by my bcJ-fide ratt1c(l, without a brea th of wind. I imagined fomebody 
was w; Iki llg on t11'~ 1 aos, or had broken into the room under me. It was 

etwccn fo ul' allo liye in the mornino • I rang my bell. Before my (ervant 
could c(')me it happl;ned ag~in; and was~exaclly like the horizontal tremor r 
felt from the earth llakc fJe y ars ag. As 1 I ad rung once, it is ' ~~:,; 

. j 
/ 
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was awake, I rang agai!l; hLlt h .lcd 111Hhing more. I am qlli t pcrl~.l.I(lcJ 
there was fome commotloll; 1l0r is it t rprilinfT th:ll t he drc,ldt"u! t:lllp ium 
of Gre on t1lC coa11:s of Italy :lIld Si "1,\ 1l1OuJd hav(' ()c,'al j,} 'l .'d l ,lnl(. alter..!
tion t L~ t bas extchl~.cJ f. iull,' h_tll 'r, all I (III tributn1 tIl t he heat, alI t! milb 
t!la t have been [0 extra<rJillar.\ . C'ulse 1\11)1 t.J;'1l (liJ O(Otll \.11 c,lllit

quake, that it \ 'as jt) tame yo 1 might han il, pk,'d I t. It i: c. )Il1!nrt.lbk t , l 

l ive where ons call reafilll Oil tbent \\ ithout dr,':' lill~ th em' ! \Vh:lt 1.ltij ~ 
fatlion (hould )OU have: in ha\'in .; t're~.tccl J\.II.:11 a Ill ()Illllll C'1 ( II' \our t. lil ' , 
m)' lord, as \ Vcntw{)rth-c:dlk, jf ), ,) \1 ,11 ,1 Il l) t kIl()\\' but it IJl.j frhl bt 0\ 'r
turned ill a monicrt alld Ci l1 fh ~'(~ \.l ~ , ~lr \ ' iili.t1l1 11.lmillol1 I c'\l'cd "LI: he 
has bee n grop ing 111 al l tll()J~ dn.db ( iOll.. - Of all \ ')Cdt io,,!, , w(\\dd out bl" 
a profc{fc)f of carthCJuak ~ ! J 'pr "fer Irulli vs l iJ:lt, a' C (Oil/WI' dr' role-lI llr 

would e\'cr think of cabmitie" if I Clll dn Il\ltbill~ t f l rd ievL' 1 h( Ill. Yet 
t his is a weaknefs of n iml har 1 do I ' t Lickl ,I, TIIl'y arc tnt)!": rdill' ')able 
who can behold philoic)phically the g rt Ht t "carre of ~"('nts -- or r Itht.:r (hi , . 
li t~ 1e theatre of ours! III t;mle anlpi"cr ij)bl'rc:, they Imy j,)ok on lhe C.l
t ~tfb;ophe of McfTina as wc do 011 ki cking to )ie: 'cs an <l!lt-hill. 

BIers me! what a fan'ago is my let ter ! It is like the c 't:-atl o[ book" 
ill a monthly m<lO'azine - 1 ha 1 11<) righ t to ce ll1 lI re poor 101'l4 N-- .- . .&. 's 

(;) , . 
ramblings ! L ady StrafFord will think , he has infcCl:cJ me. nood,,"igbr, 
!1.lV de;,u lord and lady ! 

Your ever devoted 

HOR. V\T ALPOL '. 

--
• 

LET T E R XUr. 

Stl~.l·.·!berr)'-hill, 8(·pt. 17 , J 7S~, 

YOUR 10nHhip tells me you hope my [ummer ~a glided i,lca(;llltJy, 
1ike our Thames. I cannot !~l)' it has paffed ,"cry ple~li ~llI tl) to Ill ' , (h(),; ~ h. 
like the T hames, ory and low ; for fomebow or utlJ(.:r ] caught a rheumatl( 
fever in the great heats, alfd canllot get rid o~ it. I have jL1( bt(;1l t Park 
place and N Ull ham, in hopes chal:ge of ::t~r would c~re me; hu t to ~10 
pu r-pore, Indeed, a " ant of llclp IS my c,hJ(;f complulI1t, I dOllbt ~ muff 
m e uie of a very diHcrcn t GI, d more dlf..'1grcc.',ule rel1woy, ~ Ie al,l () 

LOl 0 11, the .on)y plqrt,: tha I t' cr filld a-gr e w ith mC" when I am (JU ()J 

R r I ;2 (J' (.:1' • 

. 
) 
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ordel'. 1 was there for two nights a fortnight ago, and nept perfeCtly 
·well. In vain has my predilectiOll f, r Strawberry made me try to pef.; 
[uade· myfelf that this was all fancy; but I fear, reafons that appear firollg, 
though contrary to our inclinations, muft ~)e good onc:;.s. · Londoll at thi9 
time of year is as naufeous a drug as any in an apothecary's thop. 1 could 
find nothing at ,all to do, and fo went to Afil y's, which indeed was much 
beyond my expectation . I do not wonder any longer that Darius was 
chofcll king by the infirnctions he ga.ve to his hNfe; Hor thi.lt Caligula 
made ,his cpnful. AfHey can make his dance minuets and bOj'npipes; 
which is more extraordinary than to mfl.ke. dicm vote at! an elect jon, or aC1 
the part of a magifirate, which animals of lefs capacities can perform as dex'T 
trouOy as a returning officer or a mafier in ch~ncery.--But I thall not have 
even Afiley now. Her majeft:y the qucen of France, who has as much 
tafie as Caligula, has fent for the ,,,helc dramati ' perfonas to Paris. 

Sir \Villiam Hamilton was at Pa~j(-place, and gave us dreadful a. count · 
of Calabria: he looks much ulder, and has the patina of a bronze. , 

At Nuneh:lln' I was much'pleafed with the impro\emcllts both witllin 
d r,s and v.' ithout. Mr. Mafoll was there; and, as he fhines in every art, 
was affifiing Mrs. Harcourt witQ his new difcoverics in . PG~nting, by 
which he will uni te miniature and oil. Indeed, ihe is. a very apt and e,'r 
traordinary fcholar. Since our profe{fors feem to have lofi the ar.-t of colour
ing, . I am glad at leaft that they have ungraduat.ed affeffors. ' 

\Ve have, plenty and peac,e at lafi! confequcntl)' leifure for rcpalflng 
fome of our lofft:s, if we have fenfe enough to fet about the tafk. On 
what wi},1 ' happen I fhall make no conjcCl:ures, as it is not likely l .ihould 
fee much of what is to come. Our enemies have humbled us enough to 
contellt them; and ~e have fucceeded fo ill in innoyations, that furely we 
1hall not tempt new fior.rns .in hafie. 

From this place I can fend your lordfh,ip nothing new .or ent€rtawlllg, 
nor expect Inore game io town, whither nothing .hut .fearch of health ihould 
c,~rry me. Perhaps it. is a vain chace at my rage-but · at .my. age one 

annot truft: to nat\1fe'<; operating cures without aiding her-it is alwftys 
time cno'ugh to abandon one's felf, when no care will palliate our de.y~ys . 
1 hope yow lordfhip and lad. Strafford will long be in no ~allt of fu~ at-

1 'tentiollS ; 

( 



. '\ TCT THE .EARL OF STRAFFORD, 
49 

ten tl us: nor fhouJd I have t ked r h f 
I I , 10 muc 0 my own k · h d 

lad , a~ly tilIng cllc to tell you. ~t would be fill. to ' ' ,rac s', ,J 

when It L, gOllC: and thotlo'h a liv ly old " r > , allTI .It \ 1\.1 1ty 
b '. ,0 mall b 10111etlln cs an a,r rce lo1c 

elllg, a ,prctemi.Jllg ol,d mall ~' ridiculous. AchL and · all a ~ hc~ar 
callBot gIve ol1e rcnulOC fil)irits '1" fi fr. ' 'f I r y 

'" • , t6 \I II CICIl t) t 1C) ' do 11 \) t make 
011C p ee\, llL1 Y U ' I dlh' 'r " 

• I or Ip IS 10 kllld a to acce pt of me as 
and you, !hal} fi,nd ll o ~hillg more counterfeit in me than thl! fil1ccrc 
ud gratitude wah whIch I ha\'e th<.: honour to be 

You r lor~(hip's moil .dcvotcd humble fcrvallt, 

I am, 
rc fI) C'~ t 

HOR. \V. Ll'OLE. 

LET T . R XLIII . 
• 

• 
!>tl J\\'hcrry-hi lJ , 0 [1.( ber I), 'i~ j . 

~1Y rheumatifin, 1 thank your lonllhip:. is c~rtaillly bf tt <.:r, Ih o116h 1t ll~ 
qUite gone. It was very troub1cfome at night till I ' ()ok :he b.t rk : bUI 
that medi.cine makes me {leep Eke op illm--13ut I will ay no IlWI l' " l;uu t 
it, nothing is fo troubl fome a~ to talk' of chrollica] COD1J; l:.!illt<;: I ;I S 011 ' 

<Illy righ t to draw on the compafIion of others, when oIl e mllfi rene\\' the 
Olddr [s daily and for months? 

The afpcft of Ir land is very tempelltlous. I dOl1bt they wil l hu rt ns 
materially without benefiting themfdves. :I f they obtaill " ;,\ (hort par
liaments, they will hurt themfelv~s more than us, by introducil: '! a confu
{iOIl ·that will pre\ Cllt their improvements.-- Whatevn coulllry cl oe, a lopt 
thort parliameuts, .will, 1 am entirely perfuaded, be . ,f1r ed to [(:cur to thei r 
former praCli c-I mean, if the difordcrs introdll ed do nnt proliln.' de .. 
fpot ifm of fome fort or other. I am very forry Mr. Ma'{o ll con Cllh ;'\ trying 
to r vive the affociutions. Methinks om flate is fo deplorable, th.! t t v iJ' 
healing meafure ought t be attempted iufiead of innovation<; . Fur my 
own part, I exp tt nothing but difiraClions, and am not COllcel ned to be to 
old. j am fo old, that, were 1 difpofed to uovclti s, I {holild rhil,k :.hl'Y 

e becam my age. 1 ihould.be afhamed, when my hour ilia i II t', to 
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hi.' p ght in a riot [country '{qui res ancl p~r{op s , ~nd har41nguing a mot 
,\ itl! a (h:lking bead. A leader of f'J.ction ought to be young and yigorolls. 
If an ::getl gCl1 tJclil:1n does get an afcendant, he may be {llre th,![ younger 
men al e eOlltltin:; Oil his exit, :111d olll} fl:::, ter him ~O. flIC':CCCJ to his in 
fluence, ,\ hilt: tllU arc laughing at bis mifplacd ~lI:iivit:. At leaH, thde 
\\ (JuL\ he my tlHlugllt 'i , \\,ho of all things dread h.'illg a jdl to the jU\'cllile, 
jf lh, ,' lilld mc out ormy filhert? I 

1 han. 1ecl1 lord C 's play, and it has a ~,reat ueal of merjt-per-
h:lp<; !l~ (lrc ri1:l1l your lorJ{hip would (}xpc:d. The Ian'guage and imase:; . 

arc the bcfi part, after the two principal feelles, \\ hich a rc really fine. 
~ 

) did, as yom lordfhip knows and rays, ahY:l)"'> like all.\ eficem lady 
F I {<:arce know my lord; b'ut, from \\"11::1 I ha\ c heard of him in 
\h c houle of ]ord 'i , ha\ c concei\"ccl ',: good pinion of his len(t;: ()f his 
Lharaf1cr I l1e\ cr J eard any ill-which is a grc:1.t tdl.imonial ill his favour. 
"ben there arc (() mall)' horrid r:b :.! rat1ers, alld v, b(,11 all that are cOnfpICll
nus ba,'c their n 'nmcn aNions.tortured to depofe againfi them. 

YrlU may he fr,re, my dcar lord , that I heartily p ity lady Strn{fonl's anlI 
} u1.1 r lois of four-legged friends. 'Sen[e al1d fidelity are wonderful recom
mendations ; and when one m eets with them, and can be confident that 

( 

ouc is Ilot impofed llpon, I cannot think that the tw o adclitienal legs arc 
.my dr:l\\"l1:1ck. At lean I know that I have had friends who would never 
11m e \"cx(.;ll r betraYl:d me, if the 1 had walked 011 all.lfours. , , 

I h:l\'c no new s to {end your lordlhip-indeed I inquire for none, nor 
Wi{]l tu hear any_ \Vhence is allY good to come? I am every day fur
prifcd at bearing people eager fo r news. If there is any, they are fure of 
hC:1ring it.-How can oq,e be curious to know one does not know what
alld perp('tuall y curious to know? Has one nothing to do but to hear and 
reb t; fomcthillg new ?-And wh~' can one care about nothing but hat 
one dncs not know ?-And why is e\ ery event worth hearing, only betaufe 
on,c 11.1 !lot heard it? Have not there been changes enough? divor es 
(,lloLlgh? bankruptcies and robberies enough ?-and, above all, lieii 
('J)ough ?-'-NG; or people would not be e1.'ery day impafient for the n; ,f-

5 P'1,"r. , ' 

( 
\ 
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\ ' ou)' 11l'!l ' (:Iithful 1~ ' n.lnt • 

110 ) . \\' \LPOJ .1:. 

- .- --- - - .. --=- ... _-

L· : T .T E R XLI \-, 

• 

• • 

, 

IF J coniulted my reputatioll as a \\ I iter, \',Il it h your IUlll lhI P'" 1' :11 tl.till\' 
is [0 kind a. to allot me, lhouLl \\ op t a fn\ d .l ),:> tilIn1\- "1.111.'1 \ i ... Julle'l 

of fiock, which probably it would 1.(' b.\ tht' c:lll (If I I( '\ \I \ (' k-l'\lt 1 

truth, I had rather be a grateful, and t Ollic'11lL11!1 .\ :1 P lllll l\: t! ('1111 ~ !j'llil kilt, 
than an ingenious (Jlle; as I valu e the hOllollr of ) Ill'l' lnrdlhll"'; I iendilJI1-
more thall fi.1Ch tinfd b ; t ~ of fame as 'all r:tll to Ill) 111:1rt, .1:1I! (J( \\ h" It I 
,!-nl p:Hticularly lick at prcfl'llt, :1 S the Pl1bl ;l: r\ ,I\ l'J't 1'(l'l d: cTi l'" IlIl' (.\I t t 'llt/lll 

d~iy ·w jth a butp of th.lt drui's, wlli '11 he had pill :13cd (r()l \UIIJl ot!111 11 i u!! 
ing playwrights, who I di.lnot ddln.: ihmdd Ll "llIlldl'Il'l1 lur 1I1 L , . 

Indecd, "'-;hctl the parliament dues mel'l, T doubt, na.\' hop(' it ",ill 11 1,lkc 

lere; fenfatioll than lIfual. The orators of Dublill 11 ,1\(' br()tl ~!Jt ti l(' j1 ,\\ ("; 

of Billing{gatc to [0. high r rf"t:cri ull, tltat ()ut's lIJlllp:llati ely will 111\t' 1111 

more {c:ent I hall a rl cad dandelioll, ] " HI r lord til i p ItJ ; 1, It fl til t ".; 

ipee hcs of,1-.1r. F-- alld 1,,1,', n--, jO! 1 ma, rt:rh:tp -. ill;l . t"lId tll.( : 
our oyfier-womcn can be more abulive t L<l!l 1l1 C' 1l1bu.' or parli:II :ll'll l. 

Since I began my letter, I hear that the meCI!llg ' ()I d:c dck'.r,Jt,,,; (rum 

the volunteers is adjourned t the firf1: of Februt ). Thi It'' 'lll; ' I \ l'J Y (;1-

vOl1r:1ble circumflan c, I don't li~ (' a refurmati uJI begull I) a IHII tlb;11 II,.' ! 
Indeed I did hope that peace would bring li S pc,'. c , at k.dl IWI Illfll (' t ll .!ll 

the difcords inei 1 'n t 1 to :t free O'overnOlt llt: but \V ICCI11 llClt !o !la\ <.: a -
tail~ed that ~ra ) ,' [! 1 hope it will arrive, tbough [ Illay 11)1 tl'l'it. I 1~1'1!1 
lIo t eaft! ,' belie c that any radi al alrcra tioll of a <..OllllitutioIl th ,tt II cit" .<1 
Il 0 lo~\g and carried to k great a hight, wiJl re<:ovcr ~llr :1"'" '. 

• r'.' : 

" 
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'Thera is a wide difference between corre ling abnfes, and removing latidw 
m8.rk~ . Nobody diflikcd more than'I the {hides that were attempted t0 4 

wards incrca£in
v 

the prerogative; but as tb e excellence of 'our ~nfiitutioB. 
above all others, coniifi-s ill the baJance cfiabl iOlcd between 'the three power~ 

• of kin o. lords, and commons, I w illi to fee that equilibrium prefervcd. N o 
fingle man , nor apy private junto, bas a right- to dictate laws to an three. In 
Ireland , truly, a Hill worfe fpirit I apprehC'l1J to be at botton~-in iliort, it 
is phrenfy or folly to fuppofe that an army compofed of three parts of catho· 
lies can be int?:ndcd for any good purpo[cs. , . . , 

Thefe arc my fentimcl1ts, my dear l ~rd; and, you kIlOW, very dilinte- ' 
1 ciled . For myfe1f, I hav~ nothing to wi{h blf.t cafe and tranquillity for the 
refi of my time. I have no enmitics to avcllge. 1 do hope the preferrt ' ad
'minifi ration will lafi, as I believe ther,e are more. h(:Hl cfi men in it, than in 
(t11)' fct that c.ouJd replace them, th,)ugh I have n.ot a grain of partiality 
more than I had for their affociates. ,M r. Fox I think by far the abJefi and 
foundefi head in England, and am perIuadcd that the more he is tried the 
greater man he will appear. ,. 

f 

Perhaps it is impertinent to trouble your lordihip with my creed-it is 
certa'in ly of no cohfequence to any bod}'-but I have 1l0thinO' clre .1hat coul 

• 0 

entertaill you-anJ at [0 ferious a crilis, can, one thi k of trifles? In general 
J am 1l0t forry that the nation is mofi difpofed to trifle-the 16ii it takes 
part~ the more leifure will the minifters have to attend to the~ moft urgent 
points. When fo many individuals affutne to be .legifiators, it .is lucky that 
\'e1'y ft;w obty, their infiitutes. , • 

J rejoi~ to hear of lady Strafford'!, good health, ..and am her and your 
l(),rdfhip's 

Moft faithful humble ,fervant, 

BOR. WALPOLE. 

' ~ 

" f 

LETTER 
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» 
t 'l' T R R 

~ 13 .. 1 ~ 1 y.rquare, D.!c. 1 r, ' 7 l ' 

YO R lord!hip is fo partial to me alld my j He letter, that I am nfrailI 
of ritlng them- not 1 H: tbe. !houll iiuk b·1 \ the ron I. rd r 11 'ave 
pI afed to affiX' to them in your O'i 1) mind, btlt fr 1 fi ar [hcillO" in
toxicated into attempting to k p them up to it, >which" uJd ddl:!' ~h 'ir 
011ly merit, their being writtel naturally alld without prcten1i · IS. rnti
~ud a~ld good br edillg compel n ~ t make d\l an!; ers ; but 1 11lreat YO\lr 
lord!hlp to be alfured, that ho~ ver vain I am of 'our fav \1r, ) only ttll 

is to preferve th hon ur of y ur friendfhip ; tho t i i all h pl. if 1 aik r 
willi; and that, with regard to letter-writillCl' 1 am lirml pcdl ',ded that i 
is a province in whi h women will al~vays fhine fup ri rl'; for our j . , is 
too jealo'us of the reputation of goo 1 fc )fe, to can e!ccud to ha~i.ln.l ,l thOll

fand trifles and negligence, whi h giv grac, eafe tmd fi i liJituily t r
refpondence.-' I will fa no more on that fu 'e ,for J feel bat J In on the 
brink of a differtation- and though that fault ",vollld pro\' H~ truth of my 
propoGtion, I will uot puniili your lordihip only to cOllvin . )'\,;u that I aIH 

• in the right, 

Tl e wint r i~ not duB or difagrccublc: IJ til ntr' r)', i i P aft no' • ' 
the town js a ·cupi d r gen ral i.lbj s, aw.lllot, a itt om.l1011, Oll pn-

• va e {cal dal. pri atc ices and [ollie. ' 1 India bill, air-balla Jl , ViTi' 
amI the automaton, !hare aU attention. Mr. i J n ', us 1 ($ a nov It " 
does not ngr fs all COllY ri~ltion. If buG :a:fll keep abo par, it onlin , 

. itfe1f tits preCcr)pti\'c pr~vinc ,th millifr riu] lille. J1I that walle it hnfol 
t'l.lmbleCI a littl into the kenncl- he low buff ollery, f lord -, in Ju),
ina- the caricatma f the ,oalition 011 the tubi f ' 0\11.' 1 rJfhip's houfe, ba 
] e~cll d it to Sadler's vVells ; and 1.r. -, the pil r of inv c h'e, dnes n t 
promife to m .. r . i -not, I conc1l1d , from want of h41 jng i?1portcd :il 
frock of i1la-redientA, b1.1t hi prefumptuous ebut on the \ 'CJ) Illg1lt of hI:' 
entry vas f~ wretched, and 'deliver d in fo barbnr us a brogue, tlla l J q\lcf~ 
ti J hether he " .. :ill ever reeo er the bl w Mr . ., \.lr1 ena gove hI! 
young ma may correa nn'd i pro e, and rife from n urn. fall; 1.\ a~l elderJ y 
for d fpeaker has 11 tan qunl h<11 e. l\1'r. II-, lord A-'s heir, 

but 
• s 

l 
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but by no means fo lac nie, had m re fue .efs. Though his firfi e ay, it was 
not at all dallied by ba{hfulncfs-~nd though he might have blu{hed for 
difcovering fo much per[onaI rancour to Mr. Fox, he rather feFmed to b 
impatient to fcharge it. , 

fi 

Your lordlhip fees in the papers, that the two houfcs of Ireland have 
.firmly r lifted 'the innovation of the volunteers. 11 deed it was time for 
the protefiant proprietors to ma e their fiand; for though the catholics be
have decentl .. Y' it would be into their hands that the pdze would fall. he 
d Jeg les, it is true, have [enl over a mofr toyal addre~s-but I with the' r 
actions may not contr diCl: their words 1 Mr. --'s difcomfiture here will; 
1 fuppofe, carry him back to a 6 Id wherein his wicked fpirit may have mor 
effect. I is a v ry ferio'us mom nt !-1 am il pain left your county, my 
dear lord (y?U kn w what I man),. ihould c~untenance [uch pernicious 

• defigns . •. 

' I 

I am impat' 11 fi r next month, for the pleafure of fe lUg your Iordlliip 
and lad StrafFord, ana am of Loth 

The devot d humble [ervant, 

ROR. Wi\LPOLE .. 
t o 

LETT R XLVI. , 

Strawberry-liill, AuguR: 6, J784 .. , . 

AM v ry !( n y, rpy dear lord, that I mull: an[wer your loro£hip's letter 
by a condol n e. 1 bad not the honour of being acqu inte with Mrs. 
V -, but ha heard ~ much good of her, that it is imp,offible not to la .. 
ment her. 

Since this month began. w nave had fine wea~hef, and 'twere gr t pity if 
w had not, when th earth is covered, lith [uch abundant harvefis! They 
alk of an.. earthquake ha ing bt~ n felt in .London. Had fir W. amilton been 

there" he would think the to\ 11 gay itfel'f [feat air. H I believe is Nt-

~ lillKJ 

/ 

'·1 
.f 
/ 

( 
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ling ttjl volcanos in his own c u n my y uth. philQ opb r \ ' r , 
eager to a cribe ev ry t111COmmon dif<, vcr' t the delu~e-no\ it i ' ho 
fa!hion to :- lye ever a "Ipearance by onflagrations. If there was fll Ch at 
inundation upon th earth, an {uch a furnace un er i , I u~ amaz d that 
Noah and c mpan were not boiled to death. lndee I am • great ce tic 
~lbout human r at' nillgs. They pr dominate 11y fi r tim, like other 
mortal fafhions, and are fo oft 11 expl ded after h mo 'i palfe , tI at 
bold hem little m re feriou , though the call themfel e \Vita m. How 

any ha e I lived to fee eftabli!hed and c nfuted! } r in ' 1\C , th n 
ceffity of a fou hern contil en as a balan e was upp fed t c un 1 "eta 
ble-and {o it as, till capta~n bk {i und there wa no fuch thing. e 
are poor filly animals: we i for an infiant UpOl a particle of '\ boun 1- . 
'Univerfe, and are much like butterfly that {h uld argue ab u b U' t IT 

of th {eafom and 'bat creat s th if yi~iffitud and doe not it el t 

fce one annual r volution 0 hem! .. '. 
Adieu, my dear lord !-If my reverie re ooliih, reme 

for no better. If I depr ciate human wifc 111 1 am ure 
grain to I'oyfelf, nor have any thing to valu' myfe1f upon 

r,J}v tJCU ' 

n a{fm e • 
ore than being 

Y.our lordihip's moil obliged h~lmble fervant, 

T E R XLVII, 

Straw erry.ltitJ, S p'tember 1, 1784 

THE fummer is come at lail: m lord, drc!t as fin as CI. irth-day, th ugl 
not with fo many flowers 011 its hea. In truth, t fun is an Id Fool, who 
apes the modern people of faa1ion by arriving too late! the day is gom::;, 
bed before he makes his app'earance; and one has fcarce time to admire his 
embroidery of green and 'gold. It was cruel to behold fu h expanfe 0 

corn every where, nd yet fee it all turned to a water-Couchy. If 1 co 1d 
admire Dante, which, aiking Mr. Hayley' pardon, I do not, I w uld have 
wr ~en an olio of Jews and Pagans, and fe It Ceres to reproach mafier 

oan with baking 's promife of the world lever being drown.ed again.-
S $ s ~ B t 

J 
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But this laft week has refrored matter • 0 their olu channel; and I truft 
we fuall ha e b ea to eat n .' W'1 t r, r I t1 ink w lUllfi ha 'C Ii ed on 
appl s, of \ hie to bc1i iC there.:; is CllOllbh to pre ent a fam ine. ( T his is 11 

know, my lo'rd; and 1 hope no news t y nr lordillip .. I ha xhuufi:ed 
th tbe-mes f air- 111 11 l.nd higl1\ 'uym n; and if. ot! 'lJ.:ill have my 1 t
t r:, you mu{l: bc nt I t ;vith my 0111ll on -place Imt OIl th fc afons. 1 d 

othincr wort! repea '1l~ !lor hear that ther do: al)'} lO 1 hI, I con nt to 
rufi myf If, 1 (h uld o·lad t ldl your 10 'dillip any t ' liO' that ""QuId 
amuf'C \1. e I dined t.wo tb) s aero ' t 1\lrs. \Tick's ith fir \Villial 

CI 

Hand on , ·h i r t 1f11ing t the ki) (l'd of cind 1;$. 1'r . vValiing-
ham w. the e with 1 cr fOll anu dcl1.lg11t j.. He i a vcr pleafing oun' 
man; a .fine fio lre; his fa l"ke 1 rs, with fomething of hi grandf: th E 

fir eh r1 ~ William' witi) ll t his vanity ; very fenfible, and uncommonly 
well bred. he augbter is an imitut{ei! of Mr~. D-, and ha~ modelled 
a bufi 0 her brother. Mrs. D - k erfelf i modelling t\ ' 0 mafk for the 
key-frones of the new bridge t eni y. Sir vVillia'm, who has fc 11 therr., 
fays they are in her tru ant ique ftylc. I am in poIfeffio1 of her fie ping dog 
in terra cotta. She aik d me if I " ould COnCel1t to h r e.-ceuting them in 
marble f, r the 'duke of Richmond ?-I {aid, h\dl y; I fhould like they 
!bould exi{l: in a more durabie material-but I , 'ould not paj·t, ith th ri
gina}, which is fharper and mol' aJive. Mr. \ Vyat the arehitetu fa" them 
here lately; and [uid, he was {lire that if the idea \: as g i vell to the belt ila
tuary in El.lrop ,h would not produ e f I rf~ a gr ure. ,lnde d, with 
the e dogs aud the ri hes I p ffi G 1 lady Di" pOor trawbcrry may Ie 
with much prouder c lle ion. 

Adieu, my O'ood 1 rd! v eh 1 f ld u a lett r I ; m fhamcd of it-but 
it i your own fault. he Ialt th ing I {houlJ think f would be troullin

o 
. OUf lordfhip with fuch iufipid .fiuff, if 0'1.1 diJ 11 l ommun it. ady'Straf
fo rd will bear ne t i1:imony how of tell I huv prot fi d againfi it. 

I am her ladyihip' an 0 r 10rJ{hjp's ob di nt I umble fc rant, 

• The number of riginal d v ins Be ucJerc, at Strawberry-hill. 

{ LETTER 

. \ 
( 
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LET or E ~ _ LVII . 

It 

SI CE I receJ cd the honour of your lordlhip" '1 fi, I ha, e 
Park-plae for a fe days. L rd and lady F-C- and Mrs. 
were there. e \-vent n the Thame to 1( e th n bridge at nle ; 
and IV!r . D--!.-' 01 Irl1 rna There j 110 a 19ht in the iflan more 
worth of being ifited. The bridg is as p rfe a \f brid ·CS, w r natural 
prod\'lc jon, and a,s b autiful (, s if it had b en bllilt f; r V ~1t ~ th~c' ftl . . . . . . ' 
and the mafks, ag If the man kid 1 [t them h reo \ , . faw th in 
fortunate moment; for th ,. fi of the time "vas rery cold an un om rt
able, and the evenings as chin a man we have ad latel. In (h rt, I m 

orne to think th t the beCT'l1ninCT n 01 ditty which r lfc f r, colle _, 
tion of blunder, w really an old ~ 01i01 p, frer, 1, it i fo deicnpti e of. 
our climatt!:' 

Thr e children flj 
All OJ a {m 

I ' have een 0 erwh Imcd ore thap eyer I y vi Italhs t my h;u{e. 
Yeftcrday I h d eount Ogl1infk', who was a pretender to the cr wn 
Poland at the Iafr eleCtion, alld ha been {trip d of tn( i1; of a all: {t. t • 

He had on aCOring of the new kil g of Pruffia-ol fhould ha e ifheJ him 
joy on the d ath of Ol;C of the plund rers f h' country. 

It has long b en my opinion that c nt-'Re~1fioner f. dlarn are fo 
num rous, that the fhort ft and cheape1l: , ay vou1l be to confine'i'l foor
field the few that r main in their {ellfc ,who 'o'lld l hen be fltfe; ~llld J t 
the reil: go at large. he r arc the ut-pen 101 eJ, 1'1 are for do1tr yille, 
p or dogs! The wh Ie anine ra en er (id half. o.much mi -hief < ord 
GeOfO' ordon ; nor en worry hal' • bt t wI en 1 Hooe 11 b men. A 
't i' 0 P fCc cuti n f animals, I d not 1 ve h mtino; and \ hat Id writ 1'S 

mcnti n a. a c mmcndatiOlf, make me hate it he or, it being n image 
of w r. Mercy n ') ! that d rutti 11 0 an fpecie .bo\.lld b a iport J. a. 

" :lerit! What cruel 11llrefleCl:ing· imps we' are! very b dy is umyilling to 
(F el,' f t fae:ifie s the live of 0 h r to momentary pafiime, or to tl e f1:ilJ 

ptl r vapo r, fam ! A hero or a fp rtfma'n who ' illie for longer Ijf.~, 
1 

\ 
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i deGrous of prolonging devafiatiol). W JllaU be crammed, I fuppofe, 
with pan · g. rles aud epitaphs on the 'king of Pruffia-I am ,content that lie 
~all 1l Wc have ~l.l epitaph.. B1.1t, alas! the c1nperor will write O(lle for him 

robably ill blood! and, whjle he ihuts up Q llvents fOt" t1i'e fake of popula. 
titHh ~'ill be {luffirlg ho!pitals with maimed {oidie~', bdidcs makino 
thO\11ands of vidow !-I have juit been reading a lle l'>ublithed hiilory of 
(lhe colleges in bxford by Anthony Wood, and there fOUl ~ a feature i 1 a 
claaraCler that always offended me, that , of archbiiliop Chichdey, W 0 

prompted Hcclry V. to the irl'vafion of France, to <livert him fr m fqueezing I 
the 0 tergro\~ln ~ler.gy •. \Vhen. tl at pri~ll: /lleditated founding . AU ,S0;ttls, . 
and "confuhc.:d las fnends (who feern to have been hOllett men' what 
great matter of piety he l;md beit perform ~.) God I in his old age, h.e was 
advifed by them to build an hofpital for the wo.unded and fick foldiers, that 
daily ret lrned from the wars then b.ad in Fra lce"-I d6ubt his grace's 
friends thought a I do of his artike-'~ But," ',continues the hifiorian, 
" diJliking thofe motions, and valuing rile welfare of the deceared more thaLl 
the wounded and difeafed, he refolved with himfelf to promote his ddign
,vhich was, to have rna{fcs, faid for the king, qtleeu, and himfelf, &c. while 
Ii ing, and for tfi'eir 10uls whel1

c 
dead."-And that mummery the old fooliih 

rogl1~ thOtlght more efficacious than ointments and medicines for the 
, ·tetches he had made! And of the chaplains and clerks he infti uted in 
that dormitory, one was to teach grammar, and another, prick-fong-How 
hifrory makes one fl1udder and laugh by turns !-But I fear t hive wearied 
. our lordQ1ip with my idle declamation, alld you will repent having com
ma~)d' d me to fend ou more letters; and I can ollly. plead that I am 

. , 

y O\lr (perhaps too) obedient humble fervant, 

J ~1' 

HOR. 'iV ALPOLE. 

XL1X., 

Strawberry-hill, July as, 1787.. 

ST. SWITI-IIN is no f(iend to correfpondence, my dear lord. There is 
not only a great famenefs in his own proceedings, but he makes ry 
bodyelfe dull-I, mean, 1n {he co\mtry, where 0 frets at its ra'n~llg 

7 ~~ 
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every day and all day. In to'\! n e is no more mind d than the proel' ma-
tion againft ice and immor lity. tilJ, lh ugh he h 11 tb 1 onoulrs 0 

the quarru1faine, I believe it often rained Ii r Ii rty days long be~ r t. 
Swithin '\ a born, if ever born he was; and the pro erb' v a coined and 
put under his patr ag, beca~fe peopl obferyed that . t runt!, do 
rain foJ' forty days together at this feafon. I retnem er lad uttolk t lEna-
me, that 1 rd Dyfart's great meadow had ne er b en m 'ed It once i[ 
forty years without rain. I {aid, " all that th t pro ed w • th t min w 
good for bay," as I am perfuaded the climate f countr' 1 ' t pr u ... 
tions are {uited to, each other. ay, rain is go d fi r ha .. ma~ r t ,wh 
'get more employment the oftener'the hay is m de over again. I d n t 

know who is the faint tha. pr¥udes ov r th'under ; but he has m Ie '" n un
ufual quantity in this chIll fummert and done a"great de 1 of rl( ll. mif-
chief,. though not a fifti t~ part of 'yhat I r 1 George Gor 1 di ve 
years ago-and happily he IS fled. I • 

• 
Our little part of the world has b en qtli t as ufuat Th. 

Queeniberry has given a fumptuous dinn r·t the rince!fc de amb !le-
et 'Voila tout. I never faw her, not even i;I} 1< ran 1 . a 
lar penchant for frerling princes and prine Ires, mu I 1 fs f 
French pl'\te. 

The Qnly, enterta'ining thing I can tell your lord{hjp from our di!l:ri , 
that old madam French, who liv s clofe by the bridge at Hampt 1 - urt, 
where, between her and the Thames, {h had nothing but one grais-pI t 
of the width of her hbufe" has paved that ~~ole plot with bl,r k and white 
marble in diamonds, e acHy like the fl or of a church; and this curious 
metamorphofis of a garden info a p :vement has coll: her three hundred 
and ferty pounds :-a tarpaulin {he might hay h"d for fome (billings, 
which would have 10 ked a well, and might afily b:lve b en removed. 
To be fme this exploit, and lord Dudle ' ob li{}I; below a h' dg~, with hi 
canal at right angles with the Tharn s, and a {ham brida- no broader tb n· 
that of a violin, and jJarallei t<) the rivr I, are not p(efer ble to the nft r 
in clipt yews of our aneell:Gts ; 

Bad t· fte expellas furd, tam n ufc V r curr t o' • 

J _: .lthefe dreumftanees actually exiftcd 'lil1 within thefe ~ve years, atthc villa of the 1 te viii aunt' 
D~ y and W rd,at Teddi ton. 

On. 
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On the contrary, Mrs. \ValGngl am i 1 .king hel- ho lfe at Ditton (now 
baptiz d Bo Ie-farm) very ortbod XI' Her daughter mif!- oylc ' , who bas: 
real genius, has car 'e three tablets in marble with b0YS defignfd b.y her
felf. Thore f~ll'lptures are for a chimne '-Eiece' and ihe is paiutir g plU -
nels in grotefque for the library, - ith pila~ers of gla[~ ill bla~k and gold. 

Iii! Crewe, ""ho has taftc too, 1 as decorated a room for her mother's
ou[e at Richmond, whi h was lady Margaret Compton'~, in very pretty 

manner. How much more amillblc the ' Id wom n 'of (he 'next age will 
be, than 11101\ of thofe we r member, who u[ed to tumble at once frorn. 
gallantfY to ievout {candal and card ! and 1; venge 011 the young of threi:r 
own fex the d fenion of ours. No\v th' y. are ingeni llS, they will Hot ' 
want 'U ufcment. . f 

Allieu 'my uear lord! 'I am mofi gratefully 
" 

Your lordHlip's very ithful humble fc rvant, 

HOR. WALPOLE. 
f 

., 

LET T E R L. 

Strawb rry-hill~ Tuefday night, June 17, I/SS. 

T T , my dear 1 n1, and n1y ·guefs that you arc al:ri¥,e'd at Went· 
, orth·cafil. If u are not, my lett r willlofc none oCts bloom by wait. 
ing for yo ; for 1 have nothiIl .<Y freih 0 tell you, nd only write cca'llie 
y \1 enjoined. . t. I {j ttled in (my Lilliputi n tower ut thi' l~orning. I 
wiih pol woul come i.nto fue c untry on Ma r-day, and fix in to\ n the 

vcmb~r. But a they lill] ot, I ha e made IIp my mine!.; all 1 
having fo little time Icr1t, I pr Ii r .f ,ondon \ hen m fr~ends .and f( ~ ty at 
in it, t living here alone, or wjt1 the weird lifters of ~{ichmonu al d 
Hampton. I had additi al rear On no , fi r the .firc arc as green as 
the 'field -: v e are hurnt to he one, and have not a lock of hay to 0 ' r 
out' nakedn is: ars ar .fo dear, that 1 fi..1Ppofc th y will iOOll e eaten a 
Bro ks's and faihi nable tables as a rarit, . 1 h drought has lafied fo long, 
tlu . .t for this fortnizht J b,lYe b en for llillg hay-makill b ud winter, 
'which JUDe generally' produces; bllt tQ-day is {uhry, and I am n ot a 1'0-. . ~ 

'I 

.. Since ma~ricd to lord Henry Fitzgeral . 

4 phet 
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bet worth a {haw. Though " not rdident till nov\' , I have {l itted 
backwards and forwards, and Iaft FriJ~y came hi ther to look for a milluk 

at a ball ata 1\lr~ . vValfingham's at Ditton; whi ch would . ~a\' c been vcry 
pretty, for {he had {luck cohnred lamps in the hair of all her trees alld 
bullies, if the eafi 'v\~ind had 110t danced a rccl all the time b.\· the fide tlf th ~ 
fiver. 

1\1r. C onway's play I, of "bicll :- ollr lordfhip has ken fome account 111 

the papers, has fucceeded delightfull; ' both ill reprc.:fcntati on !t.Ild aj1plauf<.:, 
:The language i ~; mofl: gentc('! d lol1gh tranO ~tted frorn \ crJ~' : ancl both 
prologue and epi logt e are channing. The funnel' \\ as dcliycrcd moli
juil:ly and admirably by lord D erby, alhl tltt.: 1attet' with inimitable 1pirit aud 
grace by I\1rs. D arne r. 1\1r, Merry and 1\r rs. Bru 'e plaYCll excell ently 
too.--Bnt general Conw,ty, 1\rr~ . D~mc r, (ln d every body clie ;tre drowned 
by 1\1r. Sheridan, whofe renown has C"!\ grofrcd all fame 's tongue. ,1Illl trlllr.- · 
pets ~ . L ord T ownfh end Glid he {hould be iorr:: wC're he forced to give it 

yote direCt} y on IIall ings , before he had tirn~ to cool; amI OJ)C of rhe peers 
f.1yi ng the ipeech had not Ijiade th~ iilme imprelIio ll Oil N III, the marquis 
replied, a {cal might be fin ely cut, amI yet flot be ill (ault tor 11l;aki llg a bad 
impreITioll., '. • 

I h<'1.\'e , Y(}U fee, bu .. n forced to ft:n d your lonlihip \\"h .lt ( ... L I !' 1 bI"l\ughr, 
from town: 'the next fOLll' months, 1 doubt, will r edl1 ~T me to myoId 
fierility; for I canllot retaill; rcllch gaze ttes, thol,gh as .l ~!;I)() 1 E IJgliilunan 
bound to hop they \~/ ill ontain a ciyil \\ ;11'. 1 care HI! I h ( ;Ib ut tlH" 
double imperial campaign , oLlly hopin g t h~tt dIe p(h l r dear Turks w ill h<::uri
Iy beat both empero r and empreis .. I f the llrll OttOITlt1Il S co uld 1)(' pUJ\;tI ,

t:(\, thty deferved it-but th e prdent poffe{fors h.(\( e, as ~ood prdcripti oll 
on their fide as auy peopl e in Europe. \ \ 'c umit.' /" c · art Sa . ' Oll l: , 1) .1 Il l" , 

Normans-our neighbours are Frank. , 1H,t G. 115- \\"[1() rLt.. '''ef l :U l, 

Goths, Gepic1.e, H eruli , 1\1r. Gibbon knows-and the Dutch 1I li,lrpcJ t!l ~ 
efiates of herrill gs , turbots, amI other mariJle il1digcmc.-Srill , tlW\.l gll I do 
not willi the hair of a Turk's beard hurt , 1 do !l ut f:IY th:1t it \\' uu1 not br 

J A comedy trann~tell from L'Hommc du 
Jour f oiffy. It was lirfl a~ed at tIle priv,He 
theatl~ at RichmonJ-110ufc, and aftnw anls at 
Drury, lane. • ~ 

• ' rom d ie;: fpccch he m:1 ,le in \lI,'cOmi Ilucr, 
h.l1 l, on bringing d lc ch ~ rgc of crud ty to til ,' 1:,
p l:1" or ~ h e pro\'in r<.: of ecnarc ~ , ill t! e tri~1 
<Ii J'vl r, ll ,·{~in::" . 

V OL. V. ':' t .t 
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amufing to have Conilantinople takell- 1ercly as a lufiy event-for neither 
'oull IIi e tu fce Athens renve, n have I much faith in two fuch bloody
miudeJ llltllre~, cock and hen, as C therine and J ofeph, co quering for 
the bel elit of umallity; nor does my hro~iallity admiloe the propagation 
of the gofpel by the mouth of can nOll. What defol ion of peaiants and 
their families by be epifodes of forage and quarters !-Oh r I wi(h Ca-
berine and Jo cph were brought to Wefiminfl:er-hall and \ fried by She

ridan! I bope too, that the po r Begum are alive to hear of hi" fpeech-it 
will be fc m comfort, though I doubt n.obocly thinks of rcfiori.ng them a 
quarter of a lac ! 

Adieu, my dear lord! OJ 

Y O1.u:s moil: faithfully, 
HOR .. WALPOLE .. 

• 

E T T E R LI. 

e ~rawbe1"ryohiil, Augufl: 2, 1788• 

A. TTER fi r a letter, alas! my dear lord, I have none-but abouft 
1 ttcr I have great news to tell yo.ur lordfhip, only may the god~efs of poft
oHic s grant it be true ~ A mifs S-- ofl~ichmond, who is at Paris, writes. 
to Mrs. B , that a baron de la arde (1 am forry there are fo many 
a's ill the genealogy of my fiory) has found in a ieille armoire fi e hundred 
m re letters of madame de Sevigny, and that they will be print.ed, if the ex- . 
pence i no ( 0 0 great. I a in a taking left they iliould not appear befor 
I fet out fo r the Elyfian fi Ids"'; for tbough the writer is one of the firil: per
fonages I ihould enquire aft r on my arrival, I queftion whether St. Petef 
has tafte nougb. to know where fhe lodges: he is more lik ly to be ac
quainted with t. ath rine of ienna and t. UndecimilIia; and therefore I 
had rather fce the lctte themfel es. It is true 1 have no {mall doubt of 
the au thenticity f the 1 g nd; and nothing will perfuade me of its truth, 
fo much as the nOll-appearance of the letters-a melanch 1y kind of convic 
tiOll. ut.I v hementl fufp fome new coin~ge, like th 1 tters of Nin n 
d 1'· nelos, pope anganelli, and the princefs. alatine. 1 have 1 tely been 
reading me fragment of lettcr of the duchefs of Orleans, which are cer
taiuly genuine, and ontain fa ne curious circumfiances; for thougl il as 
a fimpl goffiping old gentlewoman, yet many little acts ih could not'.h lp 

7 leanung : 
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learning: and to give her her due, le was ready to teB all thc knew. T 0 It 

late queen the certainly did write oft 11 ;' and h r majefty, then only prill fs, 
was full as Teady.to pay her in. her own coin: alld a pretty COl I ider- bl tr at)' 
of commerce for the exchange f fc. andal was t1.ithfully execut betw en 
them; infomuch th~t 1 remember to ha 'e h ard forty year ago, t at our 
gracio\.ls fovereign entrull:ed her royal highnefs of Or! ans }vith un intrig\.le 
of one of h r women of the bed-chamber, 11(s. S. to v.rit; and the goo 
duchefs entruited it to fo many other dear friet d , that at lafl: it ot into the 
Utrecht Gazette, and came 0 er hither, to the fignal edifica io of th~ cour 
pf Leiceiter·fields.· This is a'\l. additional r afon, befidcs the internal evi
dence, for my believing the letters genuiue. This 01 dame a ' moth of 
the regent: and when {he die , fomebody "Vfote n her tomb, Cy g ijI l'Oi-

jivete. Thi came over too ; and nobody could e 'pound it, till our d n thir 
princefs, Caroline, unravelll!o it- Idlenefs is the mother of all vice. 

t 

I with wen enough to pofterity to hope that dowager higl111 ffes will imi
tate the practice, and write all the trifles tha~ occupy tb eir royal br· in ; for 
the world fo at leaft learns fom e true hiftory, which their huiliands never 
<livulg~ ; efpeciaUy if they are privy to th ir own hifiory, which their mi
'Ilifiers kee~ from them as much as poffible. I do not b lieve the prvfellt 
king of France knows much m~re of wl\at he, or rather his qu e 11, i aCtll
ally doing, tqan I do. I rather pity him; for 1 believe he means well, hich 
.is uot a comn '011 article of my faith. 

I lhall go about the end of this ,,..'cek to Park-place, where J expect to 
hnd the druidic temple from J erfey ·ereCted. • How dull will the world be. 
if conftant pilgrimages are not made thither ! where, beGdes the delight of 
the fcenes , that temple, the rude great arch, lady A 's needle-work , 
and 11rs. D· 's Thame and His on Henley .. briJge, with other of her 
[culptures, make it one of the moll: curious fpots j.n the ifland, and unique. 
I want to ha c Mr. Conway's comedy aCted there; and then the fathe;" mo
ther and da\lghter would exhibit a th atre of art as uncommon. How Ire" 
gret that your lordlhip did !lot b ar 11rs. D- fpeak the pilogue! 

I am, my dear lord, your lordihip's mofi faithful humble fervlU1t, • 
• 

lOR. WALPOLE. 

T t t 2 LETT R 

• 
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• 
LET1'ER LTI, , , . 

f trawberry,-hiit, September J 2, 17 &9. 

MY late fit f gout, though very fhort, was a vory authentic one, my dear 
Jord, and the thjrJ I have had fince Chrifimas. Still, of lat yeanl I ha e 
fuffered fo littl pain, that I can j~,fi:ly complain of nothing but the confine
ment and t~e debility of my hands and feet, which howe er I can frill ufe 
to a certain ' d gree; and as 1 enjoy [uch go<¥.! fpirits an? health in the i.n
tervals, 1 1 ok \1pon the gout a no enemy': yet 1 }mow it is like the com.! 
paCts faid to be made with the devil (no kind.comparifon to a friend !), wh 
ibwer his favours 011 tl1e contractors, but is fure to feize and carry th 111 

off at lafr. 

I would not 'fay fo much of myfeif, but i:l return to your lordiliip's ob
liging concern ~ for me-yet, infignificant a the fubjeCt, I have no better in 
b. nk-and if I plume my-fdf J1l the tolerable' nate of my outward man, I 
doubt yO\1r 10rcHhip finds thar age does not treat my interi r fo mildly as 
the ,gout docs the other. If my letters, as you are p!eafe'd to fay, ufed to 
,amuie you, you mufr perceive ho\y infipid they are grown, both from my 
decays, and from the little intercol11-fe l~have with the world. Nay, I 
take care not to aim at falfe vivacIty: what do the attempt of age a~ 1ivc
linefs prove, but its weakllcfs? What the SpeCtator faid wittily, ought to 
be praCtifed in fober fadnefs by old folks: when he was dull, he declared . 
it was by d~Ugn. 59 far, to \')e flue, we ught to obferve it, as not to aif'ea: 
more fpirits than w~ pofi'eii. • To be purpofely frupid, would be forbidding 
our cordfpondents to continue the intercourfe; and I am fo happy in en
joying the honour of your lordfhip' friendfhip, that 'I will be cont'eut (if 
you can be fo) w'th my natural inanity, without ftudying to increafe it • 

• 
I have been at Park-place, and affure your lordlhip that the Druidie 

temple vafrly more than anfwers my expectation. Small it is, no doubt; 
when you are within t e inclofure, and but a cHapel of eafe to Stonehenge.; 
b~t Mr. Conway has placed it with fo muah judgment, that it bas a lofty 
effea, and infinitely more than it could have had, if he had yielded to Mrs, 
D---.-'s and ,my oI?i.nion, who earneftly begged to have it placed \'tithin 
the inclofu(e of the home-gr~uuds. It now fiands OJ'l, the ridge of the l1igh . 

hi! ~ 
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bill without, baeI ed by the horiz 11, and with a gro e on each fide at a Jit
tle di{(ance; and being exa1t~cl beyond ,and above the range of fir that 'climb 
up the fid<is of the hill fr m the valley, wears all the appearauct! of an all-' 
cient cafile, whole towers are only ihattered, not defrroyed ~ and devout as 
I am to old cafiles,'and fmall t~fie as I have for the ruins of age abfolutely 
barbarous, it is impoHible 11 t to be pleafed with fo very rare an antiquity fo 
llbfolutely perfeCl:, and it is difficult to prevent vifionary ideas from impro'
.jllg a profpetJ. 

Jf, as lady Anne Conolly told your )ordih,p, I have had agrea~ deal f com-
. pany, you mufr underfiand it of my houfe, llot of me; for I ha e very little. 
,Indeed", laO: Monday b th ~y hou[e and I were included. The duke f 
York fcnt me word the night before, that he would come and fee it, and of 
eOUl-fe I had the honm.lr of (howing it myfelf. He fain, and indeed it 
feemed fo, that he was much pleafed'; at leafi, 1 had every reafon to be fa. 
~i lied; for I never [.'1\V any prince moie gracious and obliging, nor heard on 
utter mor perfonally kind fpeeche • 

" I do not find that her grace the countefs ofBrifiol's' wj)l i really knOW!l 
yet. Th y talk of two will -to be fure, in her double capacity; and they 
fay (he bas made three coheirelfes to h r jewels, the emFfefs of Ruffia, 1 dy 
Salifl;>ury,~ and the whore of Ba~ylon. rrhe firfi of thofe legatees, 1 am no 
forry, is in a piteous fcrape: I like tbe king of Sweden no better than I do 
her and the mperor: but it is good that two defrroyers (hou1d be punifhed 
by a third, ~md tbat two crocodiles iho,lld be gnawed by an infeCl:. Thank 

cd! we are not onI), at peace, but ill full plenty-nay, and ;.n full beauty 
too. Still better; th ugh we have had ~iv~ts of rain, it ha"s not, contrary 
to all precedent, wafhed away our warm weather. September,.a month I 
generally diflike for its irrefolute mixture f warm and cold, ha hitherto 
been peremptorily nne. The apple and walnu~ treds bend down with fruit 
IlS in a poetic defcription of Paradife, 

1 am with great gratitude, my dear lord~ 

Your lordfhip' devoted humble fc rant, 

HOR. W ALPO'LE . 

• ' Th~ dltchcfs of Kingfion. 
\ .. 

LETTE 
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LET .. tER LUI, 

f , Strawbcrry.hill, J~ne 26, 179'), 

M Y DEAR LORD, r 

I DO not forget yOlJf lordlhip!s commanQs, hough I d recolleCl: my 
n inability to 'eli ert you. Every year at my advanced time of life woull-l 

make more reafcmable my plea of knowing nothing worth repeating, efpe
ciall y at this l ea(on. The general topic of eleCl:ions is the Iafi fubjeCl: t 

which I coultl lifien: there is not one abou.· which I care a thaw: and 
believe your lordlhip quite as indifferent: 'I am not much more at~fait of' 
war or peace; I hope for ~he latter, nay and .expect it, becaufe it is not yet 
war. Pride and anger do not deliberate to the miJdle of the campaign ,; 
and I believe even the great incendiar\es are mor\- intent 011 makiug a good 
~arga in than on. favillg their honour .• If they fave lives, I care not who 
is he better politician: and as I am ntJt to be their judge, I do not inquire' 
what falfe weights they fling into the fcales. Two-thirds of France, who 
are not fo humble as I, feem t'o thiI k they can entirely new-model the 
world with meta~hyfical compalfes, and hold that no illjufiice, no barbarity 
lleed ~o be: counted in making the experiment. Such legiflators are fu bli me· 
empiric!>, and in their univerfal ben~volence have very little indiv~dual fen
flbiliry.-ln !hort, the refult of my cefleCl:ioIts on what has paffed in Europe 
for thefe latter centuries is, that tyrants have no cOIifciences, a.(1a reformers 
flO f, ~lil\g-alld the world fu.ffers both by the plague and by the cure.
What oceans Gf blood were Luther and Calvin the al thors of being {pilt ! 
The late French government was dete:Cl:ahle-yet I il:ill doubt whether a 
civil war 'rill not be the confeq~ence of the revoluti.oll-:-and then what may 
be the upfhot? Brabant was gnevoufly provoked-Is It fure that it will be 
en:an~ipated? F0r h0W {~10rt a tim~ do people ~ho fet out on the moil: juft 
pnncIples, advert to theIr firft fpnngs of motlon, and retaill confifiency ? 
Nay, how long can promdters of revolutions be fure of maintaining their 
own afcendant? They are Eke proje£l:ors, who are commonly ruined 

hile others make fortunes on the foundation laid by the inventors. ' 

I am always ,our lordihip's very devoted humble fervant, 

HOR. WALPOLE. ' 
" 

• 
, 

LETTER 
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LET T E R LIV. 

Strawbcrry!hill, Au~, 12, q 
• I l\lUST not pretend any longer, my dear lord, that this regioll is vo 'd 

of !leWS and diverfions. Oh! we can it nov te as I 11 , as n ighbouring 
natlOIlS. If an earl S , though he cannot b a tribune, i ambitio . 
of being a plebeian, he may without a law be as vulgar as he rt en wifh; 

nd though we have not a national affembly to lay the axe t the r ot of 
. nobility, the peerage have o'o,t '\ preced nt for lu ing themfelve· in th 

kennel. Lafi uight the enrl of Barrymore was fo bumble as to per~ nn a 
buffoon dance and act car mouch in a puntoIpirn at Ri hmolld for the 
benefit of Edwin, jun. the comedian: and J, like an 01 fool, but callina 
myfelf a philofopher that Jo es to fi'oldy human nat lre in all its difglli s~ 
went to fee the performance. • 

~1r. Gray think~ that fome Mitton or fome Cromwell may be loft to the . 
world under the garb of a ploughm n. thers may ill pofe' tha t 10me ex
cellent jack pudding may lie hiuden under 'r 'd !\,et an ermine. I an
not fay that by the experiment f lafi night th latter hypoth '{is hu.' b en 
dcmonfirated, any more thall the inv.erfc propofltion :11 France, wh r , 
though there feern to be many as bloody-mit d d raicals as Crotnw 1 , I can 
difcover no~e of his abilities. They have fc itle noth' ug like < COl ftitu 
tion; on the contrary, thcy [cern to protract ev ry th 'ng bu t io! nc , a 
mu h a they can, in. order to keep th ir louis a day, which is ore than 
two-thirds of the affi .mbly perhap ev r f: w il a month- J' do not love 
legifiators that pay themfc Ives fo amply ! ... hey might have had. as gooll a 
conf1:itution a twenty-four. minions of cople could comport. As they hav 
voted an army of an h).llldr d and fifty thoufand men, I know w h, t the'r 
confritution will be, after paffing throuah a iviI war--in !hort, I detca. 
them; they have donc irreparable injury to lib ty, for no monarch wi ll 
ev r fummon ball again; and all th real fcrvice that will refult from ' h~ir 
fury will be, that every ki,ng in Europe, for thefe twenty or perhaps thirty 
years to come, will be content with the prerogati e e has, wi hout entur
ing to augment it. 

• 
The emprefs of R uffia has thddhed the kiJ1g of Swed n; and' the king of 

Sweden has t'hraihed he eropr fs pf Ruilia. :1 am· mor.e glad that both are 
bca.ten 

J ' 
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beaten than that either is vietorious; for 'I do not, like our newfpapers, and 

,fuch admirers, fall in love with berres and heroines who make war without 
a glimpfe of pr~vocatioll. I do like our making peace, whet1(er we had 
provocation or not. 

I am forced to deal m European news, my dear lord, for I have no 
omc{pull. 

I don't thipk my whole inkhorn could invent another paragraph, arci 

thercfoo;e I will take my leave with (your lor.dihip know;) every kind willi 
for your health and happinefs. f . , 0 

Yo-ur mofi deyot d humble fervant, 

HOlt. WALPOLE . 

.. 

• . ' 

" 

• 

r 
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LETTER I . 

. 
'To THE RIGHT BON. MARY LEPEL LADY HERVEY. 

« , 

• 

• 

Strawberry-hill, epteqtber 13, 1757, 
M DAM, 

I 

AFTER 'all the trouble your ladythip I a ·been fo good as 'to take volun· 
t rily, YOl.l will think it a little hard th~ t I ihould prefume tp give you 

more.; but it is acaufe, madam, in which I hlOW Y u feel, and I call fuggeil: 
new motives to your Jadylhip's zeal. In ihort, madatn, I am on the critis of 
Ioling mademoifelle de l'Ellclos's picture, or of getting both that and h 
letters to lady $and wich'" I indofe lord and"" <.:h' letter to h . P. , W hid 

• Lady Hervey was only daught,er of brig a- well known by his eloquence, w ritings, du I . 
dier-general Nichol .. q Lepel. She was maid of with Mr. Pulteney, and the fat ire 6f Pope. 
honour to queen Carollo e, and was married in He died in 1744. Lady H rvey died of the out 
1710 to J oh lord H«vey, ddeft fon of John in 1767' 

aTl of Briftoi, by whom Ihe had four fon and ~ Daughter to the famou8 . mot carl of 
fou daughterR.--L rd H rvey was viee- Roche r.-She had bec,n long [ettled at P a
chamberlain and )rivy-feal 0 George II. and ri, and died there in ~he car 1755. E . 

U U U 2 wi ll 

_ r~ .. 

. , 

J, 
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-

will ~xplai1\' the whol~. Madame Greffini~ I fuppofe, is. madame Graphigny ; 
,whom fome of your iadyihip's fri ends, if not yourfeif, mllfr know; and (he 
. mi o'ht be of uD , if lhe could be trufred not to detain fo temptin~ a treafure 
as ~hc letters. C rom the effea being fealcct up, I have frill hope:s; greater, 
from the ('rOOdllCfs your ladylhip had in writing befot·e. Don't wonder, 
madam, at my eagernefs-: beud s a good quantity of natural impatience, 1 
~m now interefr'ed as an editor and printer. T hink wha pride it would 
rri\'e me to print original letters of Ninon at trawberry-hill!'" If your lady
iLp knows a<;,lY farther means of ferving me, of ferving yourfeif, good Mr. 
J;fTe/Jdo~e , as the wid w Lackit fays in Droop ko, I need wot doubt your ern
plo)'iag them. Your ladylhip and I are of a religion , with regard to certain 
faints , that infpires more ~eal .than fuch tl:ifiillg temptations as perfecution 
and faggots infufe into bigots of other feast 1 think a caufe like ours might 
communicate ardour .even to my lady Stafford t. If lhe will affift in reco-
'erillg Notre Dame des Amours , I wiB add St. Raoul 1 to my calendar. 

I 

I am hei·s and your ladylhip's 
• 

• :rvlo1< obedi nt and faithful humble fervant, 

HOR. WALPOLE . • 

c 

LE T T E R II. 
c 

Arling~on-ftreet, Oaober 17, 17)8. 

YOUR lddyihip, I pope, wilt not think that fuch a ftrange thing as my own 
picture .fe.ems f confequellce enough to me to write a letter about it: but 
obeying your commands does feem fo; and left you lhould return and ,t-hink 
l' bad negleCted it, I m'uft fay that I have come to town three feveral times 
011 purpofe, but Mr. RaJ:P,fay (I will forgive him) has been confiantly out 
of town .-So much for that. 

I Hermaiden nameW,l Cantillon. At the death 
of her hufband, the title went to lord Stafford's 
uncl-:, who dying without children, th.e earldom 
became extinCt, but the barony fell into abey
'2nce among'- the three (iflers of the! nephew, 
lady Anafl:afta anrll:tdy Anne tafford, 'tid lady 
Mary Chabot: the two firft were nuns.-Ludy 

M ary marr' .d the father of the prefent duc de 
Chabot. 

One of the nuns is 11 ill living. At her death 
the barony devolves to fir William Jerningham, 
of G.olfey in Norf~lk, through his mother, who 
was niece to the late earl of t;tafford. 

~ A favourite cate jflady Sta'tford 's. E. 

I would 
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r iVould h e fc nt you ord tht:tt th king of ort gal cominO' alonO' the 
. 0" 

road at midnight, which wa in his ' 11 ro I . at n l1, hi fe ot ftipped\ 
alld three aIls went through hi body; which, howe\' r, had no other co 1-

fequenee than giving him a qroke of a paIfy, of whicn· be is quit re
covered xeept beiilg dead '. Some indeed ar 0 111ali ilia t y, that 
the Jefuits, who are the moit confeientiou men in the worl , munl red 
him, bee ufe he ~ad an intrigue with another man' wife: but all th e 
hifiories I f\Jppofed your ladyfhip knew better than m , as, till I ame to 
tuwn yefrerday, I i~agined you 'was returned. Fur my ov n part, a out 

, whom y u are 1'0 etimes fo o,od.as to intcrcfr ),ol1rfelf, I at a ' w U as 
c.l.11 be expected aft r t!1e murder of a king, and the death of a perion of 
the next eonfequenee to a kitlg, the ma!l:er of. the ceremonie~, p r fir 
Clement', who is fuppo[ed to have been fuftoeated by my lady M ' , s 

killing hands. 

• 
This will be ·a melancholy letter, tor I have nothing to tell y ur ladyihip , 

but tragieal ftories. Poor Dr. Sbawe 4 being fc Ilt for in gr at haftc t 
Claremont (it [eems the duehefs had caugpt a viol nt cold by a hair of her 
own whiiker getting up her nofe and making her fr1eeze)~the poor d ctor, 
I fay, having eaten a few mufhrooms beft re he fet out,. a taken fo ill, 
that pe was forced to ftop at Kingfton ; fi nd, being carried to the firft apoth -
cary's, prefi 'ibed a medicine 'for hirl1felf which immediately cured him. 
This cataibophe [0 alarmed the duke of Newcaftl , that he imm diately 
ordered all the muihroom-beds to b deftroyed. and ev n the toadfiools in 
the park did not efcape fcalpillg in this general maffacr. ~hat I tell you 
is literally true. Mr. Stanley, who dine • there lail: Sund'ay, and is not 
partial againft that court heard the _diet repeated, and confirm d it to me 
laft night. And a voice of lamentation was heard at Ramah in Claremont, 
Chloe' weeping for her muihroorns, and they are • t! 

After all thefe important hi!l:ories, I would try to make you h-pile, jf J 
a not afraid you would rc[ent a little fre~dom taken with a great name. 

-May I entur'e? 

1 • lluding to the incoherent ftories told at the 
time of the aff.1$nation of the king (!If POftugal. 

E. 
S Sir Clemen( Cotterel. , 

J She had bcen a common woman. • 
.. Phylici to the duke and d chefs of New-

caftle, , 
S The duke -of Newcaftlc's cook. 

J 

.' 

. .. , 
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vVhy Taylor the quack calls h'tmfelf chc'Ualier, 
'Tis not eaf)' a reafOI~ t'b render ; 

Unl~~ blinding eyes, that he thinks to make clear, 
Demon!trates he's but a jzreten(er • . 

A book has been left at your ladyfhip's houfe; it is lord Whit-worth's ac· 
(y,)unt of Rufiia~ Monfieur Kniphaufen has promifed me fome curious 
anecdotes of the czarina Catherine-fo my {bop is likely to £i(?urifh. 

I .~m your ladyfhip's moil: obedient fervant, 
HOR. WALPOLE. , 

LET T E RIll. 
Feb. 20, J 759. 

.. I MET with this little book I t' oo.her day by chance, and it pleafed me 
o much, that 1 cannot help lending it to your lad yiliip, as I know it w'l1 

" . . . ·amufe you from the fame Catl\es. It contains many of thofe important 
ruths which hifi9ry is too prouQ to tell, and too dull from not telling. 

, \ 

Hero qrignon's foul the living canvas warms; 
Here fair ontal ge affumes unfading charms: . 
Here Mignard's pencil be t'? femal wit j 
Louis .rewards, but ratifies ayette: 
The phllofophic duke, and painter too, 
Thought from her thoughts-from her id~as drew. , 

LET T E R IV. 

POOR RO.B1N's ... L\.LMANACK. 

" 

Saturday, Nov. 3d. 
1159· 

Thitk fogs, and [orne Wet. 
Go not out of town. Gouts and .rheumatifi.ns are 
abroad. Warm. clothes, g od fires, and a room fllll 
of p~aures , glaffes, and fcarlet damafk, are the befl: 
phyfic. 

r 

~ 

~ "Div rs pOTtrai s de quelque~ ,per{onnages de b COU{" [de Louis xi:V. ] by madame de Ia 
Fayette . E. ('l " 

In 
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In fhort , for fear your ladylhip ihould thin 1 of trawberry 011 Saturda , 
I can't hc1p telling you that I am to reakfaft at Peterlham that da witq 

t . Fox ~nd lad Caroline, lord and lady Waldegra . How did you like 
t farce? rge Selwyn fays he wants to fee High' ti~ below fiair , 
as he is weary of :eow life abJve frairs. 

» 

LET T E R V. 
• Jan. 12, 1760: , . 

I AlYl ery fon your lacfyfhip. could doubt a moment on the cattle of 
my COllcan yefierday. I faw you much difpleafed at what I had L'tid ; and 
I felt fo innocent of the leaft -in tention of offen.!ing you, that I could not 
h Ip being frruck at my own ill-fortune, and with the fenfatioll raifed by 
finding you mix great gootlnefs with' great fe erity . 

• • 
I am naturall very impati nt \111 er praife; I have refl Cted enough 01 • 

myfelf to know 'l don ' t deferve it 1 and witp this confcloufn fs 0 . ought t . _ 
forgive me, madam, if I dr .. aded that the p~r[on whofe i}eom I valued the 
mofr in the world, ihould think that I was fond of what I know is not my 
due. J me~nt to exprefs this apprehellfion as refpeCtfully. sIc uld ~ t my 
worqs fai1ed me-a misfortune not toO"common to me, who a ap to y 
tao much, not too little! Perhaps it is that v ry quality hich your 1. dyiliip 
calls wit, ~nd I call tinfel, for which drea being praifed. 1 with to re
commend myfelf to you by more elfential m f -and 'f I can only maKe 
you laugh, it w ill be very apt to make me as much conc rn d a& I ~ a y frer-
Jay. For eople to wbofe approba ion I 'm indifferent, I Jon't care :,.., he-
·ther they commend or condemn me for my wit; in the former cat< they will 
!'lot make me admire myfelf for it, in the latt .1' they can't make me think . . 
but what I have thought already. But for the few whore .friendlhip I willi, 
I would fain ha e them fee, that under all the 'dlenefs of nq fpirits there 
arc fome very ferious qualities, fuch as warmth, gratitud and 1'inf"'erity, 
which ill returns may render ufelefs or may make me lock up in my brea1t" 
but which will remain th~re while.I have a beino . 

Ha ing drawn you this piCture of my~ If, madam, a fubjeCt I have to fa]' 
{o much upon, will not your g' od natur apply it as it deferv , to what 

ed yef1erpay? Won't you believe that my con rn flow d ,fro be' ng 
difa ppointed 

I. 




