
ALECTO. 
D 

Coluber Alecto. C. alhidw, dOl'so maculis relicldatis rMmbeatis 
fuscis, capite cordatoferrugw(J, ,tntS loterali nigra. 

Whitish Snake, with reticular rhomboid brown spots along 
the back, and cordated ferruginous liead with a black lateral 
stripe. 

Coluber Ceilonicus, longissimus, perniciosu8, torvus Ammo­
dytes dictus. Seb. 2.p. 79. t. 76.J. 1. 

, 

A LARGE snake: length about five feet and a 
half: habit rather slender tha~ thick: head very 
large, flattish, corda ted at the back part, of a 
pale ferruginous colour s'peckled with black, and 
marked on each side by a descending black streak 
from the eye to the hind-head: remainder of the 
animal v~ry pale or whitish grey, marked through­
out the whole length of the back by a series of 
large, transverse, rhomboid, reticular patches of 
brown, the points of which descend on the sides 
so as almost to reach the abdomjnal scuta: tail 
rather short, gradually tapering, and terminating 
in a horny pointed extremity. Native of Ceylon: 
said to be a poisonous species. 

VAR.? 

SEBA figures a ' much smaller snake, of abeut 
Ys.nce feet long, white, with a tinge of blossom­

- colour, and marked above as in the former, of 
which it may, perhaps, be a younger specimen; 
the differences being not so great as entirely to 



TISIPHONE. 

CoJubcr Tbiphone. C • .fiut.'lll immllCUlat1u, corpore craJ8/). 
Brown thick-bodied Snake, 'thout any variegations. 
Brown Viper. Catc6b. CarOl. 2. pl. 45. 

THIS, says Catesby, is of the size of the Black 
Viper (American), measuring about two feet in 
length, and large in proportion: it is also a very 
slow-moving and "sluggish reptile, advancing de­
liberately, even to escape danger: yet ill defend 
itself with much fierceness when attacked, and its 
bite is said to be as venomous as any: it retains 
its brown colour, in all stages of lIfe: it is found 
ill Virginia, 'and Carolina, in the last of which it 
is called the Trtmch.eOn Snake: it preys on Li­
zards and other animals. 

MEGAERA. 

Coluber Meg2ra. C. jV8CU.l, jla'Co 'VIU"iattu, copit, ecnlato de­
prtJ8o, foramine IItrinlJue tJlagflo intno 0Ctl108 4- ~8. 

Brown &nake, witJi yellow variegatiOD£, Aat corda.te heji.d, and 
a large orili!;e Oil each side between the eyes an nostrils. 

La. Vipere Fer~-Lance. Cepttk Sop. p. 121.,z. 5. 
Abdominal scuta 22+, sutlcaudal.quamat-08. 

TUl8 is a large species, measuring, when full­
grown, five or six feet, or even more, in length. 
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It is a native of the island of Martinico, and some 
of the neighbouring islands, and may justly be 
considered as one of the most formidable of the 
T.ransatlantic Serpents: The Count de Cepede 
very properly -observe., that the name of Yellow 
Martinico Snake, by which it is general1y called 
in the works of voyagers, is highly improper, 
since yellow is often not the predominating co­
lour: that of a .fine specimen in the British Mu­
seum is a rich deep brown, with yellow vari 
tions; the back being ma~ ed throughout the 
whole length of the animal by pr~tty numer.oUI, 
equidistant, broken, and slightly alternating bars 
of dull yellow, which, descending and joining at 
intervals with the neighbouring ones, form ob­
sCUl'ely annular and somewhat irregular markings 
of similar colour along the sides, with still more 
obscure crossings on the part nearest the scuta, 
intermixed with smaller patches and spots; the 
a:bdomen is dull yellow, clouded and speckled on 
the sides with pale brow~: the head is Ia fiat, 
cordate, and covered with very small carinated 
scales; but the terminal scale of the nose, and 
those at the sides of the mouth, are very large: 
above eadI eye is also a very large aeUe: the nos­
trils are small, and between them aud the eyes on 
each Jide js a large. Qrifice, the ute df. hieb is per-
t~"'jJ8 l10t ~tinctly understoOd, hich has 
been r~ as a tgan of hear-
.ing: tlie ~ on the whole upper parts of the 

. - oody ate moderately lirge, ovate, an . "Dated, 
the back sligh elevated, tne-Bides.rather sloping, 
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and the abdomen flattish: the total length of the 
dividual now described, in th~ British Museum, 

,.is something more than five feet., the body being • 
9f moderate thickness in proportion: the tail mea­
sures eight inches, and gradually tapers to the 
extremity, which is terminated by a small callous 
or horny point of about the eighth of an, inch in 
length, 

That this is a most formidable s~rpent, appears 
from the large size of the fangs, which'are of the 
usual curved form, ' and measure near three quar­
ters of an inch in len~th. The poison is said to 
resemble in appearance that of most other serpents, 
being a clear yellowish fluid, li~e olive oil: the 
symptoms pro~uced by the bite are such as follow 
from that of the Viper, but in a much stronger 
degree: when preparing to bite it is said to throw 
itself into ,a spiral form, and to spring with great 
rapidity on its vic6m; but at other times to be . 
ratber slow of motion, and of a torpid or indolent 
nature, eoncealing itself beneatb various vege"'l 
tables, or within the 1101l0ws of trees, &c. and 
even sOllletimes in cavities under ground: it is 
said to frequent sugar plantation's, for the sake of 
the rats, which abound in such situations; it also. 

reys on bim, $tc. the female is reported t9 go 
SIX m bl 'th- young, whioh she produces in. 
the rno ust and September, perfect -
formed, like t V' r, . and verynume- - ~J' 

rqus, amountin, .to twenty, forty, and even, ac­
cordi.ng to me c6unt~ as many as si ty: they ~ 
are observed to ,vary in cO!Qqr, 80Qle of the same 
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brood being yellow; 0 grey, and others of 
mixed colours: it is probable, 'er, that the 
colour of the full-grown -.abnat' way. similar 
to that of the individu~ above d. 

The Count de Cepede, in hi 'story of Ser-
pents, 'gives ' this species the title Of Fe,. de Lance, 

. ~m a fancied resemblarlce between the shape of 
the flat subtriangular space on the middle of the 
head tQ, that of a spear-head or halbert The num­

-- ber of s~ta in the small specimen des bed by 
~th was 2~8, and of subcaudal squamz 

J 61pair. n the British Museum specimen above­
describe, e number of the former is 22+, and of 
the latt 

SPECTACLE SN 

Colub~r Naja. C. ferruginto-fiGWsCen8, collo "'PrIJ "'IJCIlIo 

magtla conspicillata alhu t1igroque 'DIl1'ia notato. 
Ferruginous-yellow Snake, with the neck marked above by a 

large black and white spectacle-shaped spot. 
Coluber Naja. Lin. S!l8t. Nat. p. 31!2. 
Serpens Malabarica Cobra de Capello dicta. Seb. 2. t. 94.j. 2. 
Serpens Indicus Noja dict\llJ, &c. Seb. 2. t. 97. 
Abdominal scuta 193, subcaudal squame 60. 

THE Coluber Naja, or Cobra e Capello, is a 
native of India, where it ap to be one of 
the most com~, as ell as mos noxious, of the 

(:Serpent tri 6'; very frequ ~ ving fatal, in 
, ~he space a few minutes, Q) ~ who lIDfortu-
Ii t perience its bite. arkahle form 

i 
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and colours are such as to distinguish it WitI1 

great ease fr01ll almost every other snake. Its 
general length seems to be three or four feet, and 
the diameter of the body about an inch and quar!. ' 
ter: the head is rather small than large, and is 
covered on the fore part with large s11100th scaleS"; 
resembling, in t~is respect, the majority of in> 
noxiolls serpents: the back par, sides, and reck, 
with smaller ovate scales; and the remainder of 
the animal, on the upper parts, wi: l1 smail, dis­
tin ct, oblong-oval scales, not ill rese 11 bli~ ~ tl1~ 
general form of a grain of rice. At; small dis- '. 
tance beyond the head 1S a lateral. s\ 'elling or 
dilatation of the skin, which is COD 'flU d to the 
distance of about four inches dO",11war. (s, where 
the outline gradually sinks 1.1 tO the . 'ylindric 
form of the rest of the body. This part is ex­
tensile, at the pleasure of the animal;. and when 
viewed from above, while in it,S most extended 
.state, is of a somewhat cordated form, or wider 
at the upper than the lower part: it is marked 
above by' a very large and conspicuous patcb 01' 

spot, greatly resembling the fig\lre of a- pair of 
spectacles; the (mark itself being white with black 
edges, and the middle of each of the roimded parts 
black. This mark is more or less distinct in. dif­
ferent individuals, and also varies occasionally in 
size and form, and in some is e en altogether 
wanting. The usual colour of the animal is -a 
pale ferruginous bl'l.)\vn above; the k'lder parts 
being of a. blueish white, sometimes ~lighHv ... ~ .., 
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tinged with pale brown, or yellow: the tail, which 
is of moderate Jength, tapers gradually, and ter .. 
minates in a slendet", sharp-pointed extremity. 

This formidable reptile has obtained its Portu-
guese title of Cobra de Capello or hooded snake fron~ 
the appearance which it presents when viewed in. 

-'fi;Qnt in an irritated state, or when preparing to 
bite, at which tin1e it bends the head rather' 
down" ~ds, and seems hooded, as it were, in some 
degree, ~r 'e expanded skin of the neck. In 

d" . -:t it~very .where exhibited publicly as ~ 
show, and 's, of course, more universally known 
in that ~o Ii ry than almost any other of the race 
of reptil . . is carried about in a covered basket, 
and so na~t:~ by its proprietors as to assume, 
when e ibited, ~a: illd of dancing motion; rais­
ing itself up on its lower part, and alternately 
moving its head aod body from side to side for 
some minutes, to the sound of some musical in­
strument which is play"ed during the time. The 
Indian juggle):s, who thus exhibit the animal, first 
deprive it of its fangs, by which means they are 
secured from the danger of its bite. 

Dr. Russel, in his account of experiments made 
in India with this serpent, observes, that, as a ge­
neral standard for a comparison of the effect of its. 
bite with that. of other poisonous serpents, he 
never knew it n ve IDurtal to a dog in less than' 
twenty-seve~(;l)inutes, ana to a chicken in less 

an half· minute. Thus, fatal as it is, its poi­
_""I ...... rcow.os not so speedy in operation ail that of 
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the Ratt1e~ nake, which has been known to kill a. 
dog in the space of two minutes. 

III the month of June, 1787, a dog bitten by/ 
·a Cobra de Capello on the inside of the thigH; 
howled at first, as if in severe pain: after two or 
three minutes he lay down, continuing to howl and 
moan: after twenty minutes he rose, but '\;:i.tii 
much difficulty, being unable to walk, antU his 
whole frame appeared greatly disordered. he soon 
lay down again) and in a few' minu'(i,Cs Ilvas seized .­
with convulsions, in which he explrJd, ~~ent.. ~ 
.even minutes after the bite. . / '. 

A large and very stout dog was ~tt~en by an· 
other Cobra de Capello on the inSidtjfuft thigh, 
which, ' in a min ute or two, was f. ...... d. wn !P, which 
is, in general, the first sympto~l'of the p '~son hav~ 
ing taken effect. He continu~d, however, nearly 
an hour longer, walking on the three remaining 
legs, seeming not otherwise disordered; but afte: 
this time, he laid himself along, in great inquie­
tude, hi~ head and throat being convulsed in an 
uncommon degree; he made several vain efforts 
to rise; his legs became both paralytic, and after 
~ontinuiIlg in this state near an hour, he expired. 

Nov. J I th, a large dog was bitten by a Cobra 
de Capello which had been captive only two days. 
He complained a good deal at the instant of the 
bi~, and the leg was drawn up SPOIL In twenty­
five minutes he was 'seized with con Isions, SUG- . 

~eeded by stupor, in which state he ' (oay for t€{6 . 
minutes; the. con vulsions,. however, retur~,t. . ar.\r 

. '----
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he expired in a quarter of an hour; being fifty-six 
mjJIUtes after the bite. 

Aug. 9th, a Cobra de Capello, which had lost 
his two longest fangs, ' but retained two of the 
second order, was made to hite a very large stout 

.. dog'. At first the dog complained loudly, though 
wit ut drawing up the thigh, or shewing any 
other mptom of poison: but, happening at thii 

- time to B ak loose; he was pursued, and, after a 
our and a half, was brought back, 

eo and heated. After resting a quar-
ter of' an ur, water was offered to him, which 
was refu d" hough he eat some morsels of bread 
throw~ i to i . About a quarter of an hour after­
wards h 'becam --ruch disturbed, grew entirely 
outrageous, howling violently, snapping at and 
gnawing the stake to which he was tied with 
incredible ferocity. This continued about three 
hours, when, growing faint, his howlings grew 
weaker, his convulsions increased, and he expired 
in about four hours after the bite. 

A pig, bitten by a snake of this ~ind, which 
had been kept for more than six weeks, and fed 
only once in seven days with milk, became greatly 
disordered in twenty minutes, and expired in lest 
than an hour, 

A chicken, bitten ~y a Cobra de Capello, ~ 
h;en sOlDeti~es known to survive two hours. 

Aug. 17. '1788, an attempt was Dlade to make 
Cobr~1' Capello bite another (of the variety 
1 ed N otm Paragoodo) In the tail, but that part 

bein, found too small) the belly was bitten, a little 
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abo've tbe vent. The bitten snake soon lost itVs 
former activity, and, when put under a glass, , 
coiled itself up. In this sta.t~ it was left, an 1 

after an hour and a quarter,was found dead. On 
opening the belly, the parts immediately beneath 
the bite' appeared much inflamed, though it coul 
not be discovered whether the fangs had ~~ 
trated into the cavity. / ' 
, A Cobra de Capello, received bfL Di Russel . ' 

from Ganj~~,. under the name of S'a~,,~~ . w~as 
made to ' bIte another remarkably lart~e Cobra, 

brought from . the same place, unde~ ~bt.' name of 
Coultiah. The poison was shed on U, ce, but 
no marks of fangs could be ~erc(->; 'led; and the 
Coultiah remained as well. as b~f+:J.~ : thi I experi­
ment was repeated with the same result, though 
a little blood as well as ' poison was found on the 
part bitten. 

Some days after this, a Cobra de Capello (of 
the ,ariety called Coodu'm NagoG) was made to 
bite the Coultiah on the belly: both fangs visibly 
acted: blood appeared mi the wound, l)l~t no other 
consequence followed. A Tar Tutta, bitten im­
'mediately affer in the same manner, died within 
two hours. ' 

Chickens and pige'ons, bitten by a Cobra de 
Capello, ;vhose fangs had been eradicated, suf­
fered 'no symptom~ of poison; but \~en poisOI4 , 
taken from the same snake, was in~~tted illt " 
their bodies, either by incision or punctu"~h~\'r 
suffered the usual symptoms, and very ofte,h 
<;lied. 
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The principal Indian varieties of this fatal snake 
re thus enumerated by Dr. Uussel. 

J. A 'I'cge Nagoo. With a pale central spot in 
the middle of each of the black spots of the 
spectacle-shaped mark.-Abdominal scuta 

" 189, subcaudal scales 60. 
~. Coodum Nagoo. This variety is darker than 

\ the others, and the skin of a yellower cast i 
~ut he p6ncipal distinction is in the spec­
• 9. -mark, which consists of an oblong 
c rved frame without the usual black eyes 
a ."~ntre-spots of the others.-Ahdominal 
Cut 187, subcaudal scales 57. 

S. S k~ agoo. The chief distinction of this 
( s a pIa"":::! hood, without any mark. This 
'variety is supposed by Seba to be the female 
of the species; but Dr. Russel informs us 
that one which he brought home from In­
dia, and presented to Mr. John Hunter, 
was a male, and that tbe · usual spectacle­
shaped mark is found indlff~rcntly both on 
males and females. This variety is rarer 
than tlle rest.-Abdominal scuta 183, 8Ub­

caudal scale8 56. 
-4. Mogla Nagoo. The cervical scuta in tbis 

variety are spotted here and there with 
faint greyish spots, and four of'the middle 
oneJ:1ue"entirely of a blueish grey.-AiHIo­
" "nat scuta ) 92, ubcaudal scales 65 • 

.5. j)tQtle ;Nagoo. The colour of this variety it 
. . of a lighter brown than the rest, and the 

~cuta whiteI' and less spotted, hut seven of 
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the pectoral ones are completely dark.­
Abdominalscuta 191, subcaudalscales 62. ) 

6. Cumhoo Nagoo. In this some deviations were 
observable in the sbape of the laminre; all 
the cervical scuta were dusky, and the 
trunk had a strong b1ueish cast.-Ahdo" / 
minal scuta 1 86, subcaudal squamte 60, "/ 

1. Jonna Nagoo. The skin of the hood iv. this 
is tinged with orange colour; l he f~ut4 of ~ 
the neck spotted with grey, anCl~' :ler..Qf the 
lower ones wb~lly of a blue-gre . ~A/jdo., 

minal scuta 189, sub(;audal squam ~1' 
8. Nella Tas Pam. 'Vith the black 1 t e hQud 

unusually deep, and aU the . "gut r scutC\o 
remarkably dusky . ..:....Abdo nal sc ,' a 186,. 
8ubcal!dal squamte 6~. 

Kiatna N agoo. The middle lamina of th~ 
three betwe~n the eyes remarkably broad, 
and the posterior pair subovate instead of 
semi-cordate: five of the jugular seut", 
dusky, and six of the pectoral almost black. 
-A bdominal 8cuta 186, 8?-4bcaudal squa~ 
63. ' 

, 10. Katie N agoo. The three laminre QetweeQ. 
the eyes remarkably narrow; the larg~ pos­
terior pair, oval; ~olour of the trul1k~ and 
,still more of the scuta, unusually ,blueish.­
Jlbdo",itlillscuta 1~4,. .mhc(Ju~ua'!M! 57 •. ~ 

, \ { 
..i! 
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AMERICAN VARIETIES? 
, 

b Seba be in the right, either the Cobra de 
Capello, or a species nearly allied to it, occurs in 

- ' " some parts of South America. He describes and 
figures one from Peru, which, in its general as­
pec":. resembles the II)dian, but has the neck not 

- appare:ttly of greater diameter than the body: it 
, , ~s ... m<arkFfi'with 'the spectacular pa.t~h, as in that 

, .Kmd, t~ whole area of the hood bemg dusky or 
brownf <" nd a collar of the same colour at a small 
distan e ~ eneath: the colour of the rest of the 
anima. ru (lus grey, with slight whitish variega­
tions. ,Anot!. ?l' kind is from Brasil, and is repre­
sented as of smaner size than usual (perhaps a aIf­
grown animal), and of a ferruginous colour, with 
several dusky bands round the upper part of the 
body: the hood or dilated part marked with a pale 
or blueish-grey spectacle mark, with two black 
spots on each limb, one above the other. These 
Snakes tIle Count de Cepede il; willing to COil idl!r 
as distinct species, under the titles of the PerllTlitM 
and BrlUilian Naja. But perhaps Seba may have 
been mistaken in supposing them American. 

Reflecting on these and other horrid natives of 
the hotter regiolls of the globe, we cannot but join 

, in the sentiment of Linna!us, congl'atu1ating OU1-

\ selves or. our own happy state of security; and may 
I ell be willing to prefer the rigours uf a northern 

:- f winter, 'with a temporary loss of vegetation, to the 
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double; a smaller fang being situated close to ,the 
larger one on each side"". 

Dr. Rl.,Uise1, in his ;work on Indian Serpents, in­
forms us that this species is scarce less common 
in India than the Colubt:r Naja, or Cobra de Ca­
pello; but from its nQ't being carried ' about like 
that and some other snakes as a public show, is 
not so universally known either among the na-

, tives or Europeans. Its bite, according to Dr. 
\Russel's experiments, 'proyed fatal to chickens in 
thirty-eight seconds, and to a dog in twenty-six 
minutes. . 

The particulars of the experiments made on this 
, '$ubject are as follows: . 

A chicken bitten in the pinion by a KlJt,i'ktJ 
Rekula Poda, which had been caught two or three 
days before, and seemed in high spirits, was in .. 
stantly infected, seized with convulsions, and ex .. 
pired in thirty:.eight seconds. 

Immediately after the chicken, a stout dog 
was bitten in the thigh. W itlJin less than live 
minutes he appeared stupified; the thigh was 
rlrawn up, ' and he frequently moved it as jf in 
pain. He !2mained, however, standing, and eat 
,some bread that was offered to him. In about 
ten min tes the thigh became paralytic': in fifteen 
minutes he entirely lost the use of the wounded 
thigh, and lay down, howling in a dismal man~ 

• In most venc.mous serpents there are two or three, or even' 
more, amall ,fangs, situated near the la.rge ones i as if to suppll 
their place when lost. . 
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ner, frequently licking the wound, and making, 
at intervals, ineffectual attempts to rise. In nine­
teen minutes, after a short cessation, he.again be­
gan to howl; moaned often; his breathing became 
laborious, and the jaws were completely shut. The 
few succeeding minutes were passed alternately 
in agony and stupor; and in twenty-six minutes 
after the bite he expired. 

A second dog, of much smaller size, was next ,. 
bitten, and expired in the space of six hours. 

A rabbet was next expose.d to the bite, and died 
in less than an hour. 

After this it chicken was bitten in the pinion, 
and expired in less than six minutes. 

All the above experiments were made with the 
same snake in the course of the same morning. 
It appears, therefore, that this species must be 
number((d among the most poisonous of the whole 
tribe. ' .. 

GRASS-GREEN SNAKE. 

Coluber Gramineus. C. 'CiridU, 6flhtUl jI4'tXlCetU, aIJdomirJa' 
margine 'Oiridi JIUJCUlato. 

Green Snake, yellowish beneath, with the edges of .the abdo-
men spotted with green. . 

B('odroo Pam. Russel Ind. &rp.,. 13. pl. 9. 
Abdominal scuta 170, subcaudal scales 58 pair. 

NEARI.'Y allied, in general appearance, to the 
C. mycterizans, nasutu8, and purpurasceDs, but 
having a larger head in proportion, and an ob-

p' 
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tusely tapering, but by no means pointed, snout; 
the head is also covered on all parts by very small 
scales: colour of the whole upper parts fine grass 
green; of the under parts pale yellow, the edges 
of the abdomen marked by a row of faint green 
spots: length about two feet and a half; tail about 
five inches, gradually tapering to the extremity: 
native of Xndia: described by Dr. Ru~sel: a poi­
sonous species: fangs remarkably long and slen­
der. From Dr: Russel's experiments it appears 
\~bat a chicken died, after having suffered strong 
com'ulsions, and afterwards stupor, in about eight 
ptinutes from the bite: pigs and dogs were seized 
with stupor, convulsions, &c. but in the space 
of a few hours recovered from the effect of the'~ 

poison. 

SEVERE SNAKE. 

Coluber Severus. C. cmtreu,. fasciU tJbliquil iitlearibUl albidfl 
fU8CO marginatis. 

Cinereous Snake, with oblique linear whitish 'Lanr1.s edged witia 
brown. 

Coluber Severus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p', 379. 
ViperS. Japonica literas inscripta. 8eh. 2. t. 54.f. 4.1 
~bdominal scuta 170, subcaudal squamce 42. 

A RA.THER small species, growing to the length 
of abqut a foot and half, and being of moderate · 
thickness: head broad, obtuse, livid, with a cine­
reous band between the eyes and behind the nos­
trils: eyes large; neck thick; colour of the upper 
part.s cinereous, with whitish,. narrow, transverse 
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bands directed obliquely forwards, and slightly 
edged with brown ~ abdomen dusky; sides speckled 
with white: tail short. This 'spe'3ies seems to '7ary 
in colour, since in the Gmelinian edition of the 
Systema N atune the ~lbdomen is said to be whitish. 
The Seban figure <}poted b Linnreus in the Sys­
tema N atune, is described by the author as of a pale 
rufous colour, with yellowish bands somewhat re­
sembling Hebrew characters in form, and edged 

. with brown: the abdomen pale yt!llow, with a 1'0\ I" 
of blackish spots on each side. . 

BULL-HEADED SNAKE. 

Coluber Buccphalu". C. SU/ifflBCUI. albido trtm8'De1'1im fosciattu, 
. capite magno, corda to, depre&lO, corpore CImIpJ'USO, catlfla tmu­

issima. 
Brownish Snake, ..nth tra whitish bars, larg cordated 

depre sed head, c081prtllSed body, and very thin taB. 
Serpens Lusitani Cob~ de Capello ~c!L 8th. 1. t. 4.3.f. 4. 

A VEI\Y singular specIes' length about four 
ffoet and a half: head eitteJnely large, depressed, 
cordate behind, and somewhat compressed on the 
sides of the mouth; covered above by very large 
scaly plates: at some diS nce from the eyes are 
two remarkable, oblong, wn spots: neck thin, 
and, together ith ole body, e mely 
compressed O!1 the es : long, found, and 

~ tapering to a fine point: ti head along the 
back row of lar~e, J onal scale , 

~ being ovate: abdominal 
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caurspN-SIDED SNAKE. .f. 

scuta very narrmv: colour of the whole animal 
rufous brown, with moderately distant, broad ish, 
transverse, pale bands, each of which, at its junc­
ture with tIle scuta, ite spot. 
Native of Ceylo 
perIy calls it a ~ .• _. __ ",-
uncertain whether it 00 a Dn1iso:rftj,i1s1Jt.re~ .... ".o 
but it bears a highly 

Cotuber Porpb ' C.1iW8II __ , ·liIiJ ...... 

~,~...,..,.~ 

Vio~black Snake, withAe ,bClloIaIlIP 
scutA au.rgined with black. 

Coluber 0 ph yriacus. Zool. 'd' N t'IP 8. flo 'Zl. pl. JO. 
AbdoJllinj! kut& 1~, a.nal1C~' subc:alMlal squame .S. 
eA. lIODER.ATEL Y large, and . 'Illy ld.utiful 

species: generc;\l proportions nearly the same with 
those of the .Col. N atrix, cot)1lpOtt English 
Snake: head rather small, ed in front 
with large scales: head and whole 
upper parts very sides and ab-
domen the large 
scales DeJI~~. 

Wack 
of 



CRIMSON-SIDED SNAKE. 

ubcaudal scales, with about seven scuta or un­
aivided lamell~, commencing immediately be­
yond the vent, which is edged with several smaller 
squamre: the colour of the under part of the tail 
is a blueish ash, the rose-colour of the abdomen 
ceasing at the commencement of the tail. 

I must here apologize for an inaccuracy in the 
description of this Snake in the Zoology of New 
Holland, where it is mentioned ·as destitute of 
fangs, and consequently innoxious; the specimen 
then examined having been somewhat mutilated: 
others, however, which' have been since received, 
arc found to be furnished with those organs, and the 
animal is even said to be highly dreaded by the 
nativ,es of Australasia. It furnishes an additional 
example of a po~sonous snake with the l1ead co­
vered with large scales in front, and thus resembling 
the major part of the innoxious serpents. I must 
also add, that the figure in the Zoology of New 
Holland, though accurate in all other particulars, 
yet represents the animal somewhat too thick in 
proportion to its length; a fault which is amendecl 
in the representation given in the present work. 



III. 

• 





WATER VIPER. 

much unlike the Rattle·Snake, and the bite said 
to be as mortal. This Snake frequents the water, 
and is never seen at any great distance from it: 
the back and head are brown; the belly trans· 
versly marked with black and yellow alternately, 
as are thc sides of the neck: the neck is small, the 
head large, and armed with the like destructive 
weapons as the Rattle-Snake: it is very nimble, 
and particularly dextrous in ~~atchiDg fish. In 
summer great numbeTS are seen lying on the 
branches of trees hanging over rivers, from which 
at the approach of a boat they drop down into the 
water, and often into the boat, on the men's heads ; 
th ie in this manner to surprise either birds or 
fish, after which last they plunge, and puptle 
them with great swiftness, and catch some~f a 
large size, which they carryon shore and swallow 
whole. One of these I surprised swimming ashore 
with a large cat-fish i11 its mouth. The tail is small 
towards the end, and terminates in a blunt horny 
point about half an inch in length, and which, 
though ha1'mless, is considered as of dreadful effi­
cacy by the credulous vulgar, who believe that 
the animal is able, with this wcapon, not only to 
kill men and other animals, but even to destroy a 
tree by wounding it wid1 it j ' the tree withering, 
turning black, and dying." 



... 

WHITE SNAKE. 

Coluber Niveus. C. totlU a/hu. mnnaClJatus. 
Snake entirely white, without any vnrieaations. 
Coluber niveus. Lilt. Syst, Nat. p, 334. 

Abdominal scuta 209, subcaudal squamre 62. 

OBSERVED by Linnreus in the Museu~ of De­
geer: colour entitely white, without any spots: 
said to be a native of Africa, and a poisonous 
species. Linnreus, in the Sy tema, N aturre, refers 
to the fifteenth pfate of Seba's second volurn , 
which represents a moderately 1arge snake of a 
white c010ur, with a few eli tant, small oblung 
b ck specks on the upper parts of the body, and 
wh h is rather supposed by Mr. Merrem to be a 
variety of the Coluber puUa'tus. 

MILK-WHITE s ... AKE. 

Coluber Lacteus. C. alhUl, dor80 maculis at";' gcmituziU, 1:(1'­

fice atro lil/ea iongitwdinali fllha. 

White Snake, with the back marked by double black ~pots; 
tbe 'head Linck with a longitudinal wbite linc. 

Coluber Lacteus. Lin. 8gst. Nat. p. S81. 
Abdominal scuta 203, ,subcaudal squ8JIUle 32 . 

LENGTH of the specimen described by Linrueus 
about a foot and balf: diameter scarc~ly that of a 
finger: head ov~te, with the top black, marked 
by a longitudinal white lin~: eyes small: throat 
white: trunk cylindric, white, marked with 



'&ROA:D~CIIEEKED SNAKE. 

double black contIuent spots of considerable size: 
abdomen Ii id or brownish: tail a ninth part of 
the whole length, and slightly t.apering. Linnre:us 
observes that this species has somewhat the habit 
of the Anguis Scytale. Native of India and South 
An?erica, and said to be poisonous. 

BROAD-CHEEKED S'NAKE. 

Coluber Buccatus. C. albidus maculis magnis dorsalibus dupli­
catisfuscis, capite subdepresso, gcnis twnidis. 

Whitish Snake, with large double brown dorsal spots, sUbrle­
pressed head, aml tumid' ~hoob. 

Coluber Buccatus. Lin. ,Syst. Nat. p. 377. 
Abdominal scuta 107, subcaudal ticales 72. , 
A SMALL species; the specimen deftcribci by 

Linnreus measuring about a foot in length: head 
large, very thick on the sides, flattish,. white, and 
marked by a trigonal dusky spot over the nout, 
and by a dusky line reaching to the eye on each 
side: trunk white or whitish, marked all along the 
back by a double row of very broad brown spots, 
which almost fill the whole space of the skin: tail 
rather slender; measuring about a fourth of the 
whole: native of South America and of India: a . . 
pOIsonous speCles. 



l'lERCE SNAKE. 

Coluber Atrox. C."m., /tJM:iU tr~,;, t;"eari~ albidis, 
abdomine foltO .1JJo trt1lll'teram tlm'iato. 

Grey-brown Smile, with transverse lineJ1.r whiti h stripes, ami 
dusky abdomen with white trans.verse variegations. . 

Coluber Atrox. Lin. Sylt, Nflt. p. 388. Mus, Ad, Frid. p. s .... 
t. 22.f. 2. . 

Abdominal scuta 196, subcaudal scales 69. 

THIS, according to Linnams, is a small species, 
measuring about a foot and a half in length, and 
of a grey colour, marbled beneath with tran 'ver e 
alternate deep bl'Own spots: the head i depre seu, 
compressed, and covered with very small scale. 
, iell, as well as the larger ~>nes on the rest of the 
an aI, are carinated. In the Jl.fuseum Adolplli 
Friderici, p. 33. this species is, by a mistake, in­
scribed angulatus, while the figure, on plate ~2 of 
that work, represents the body marked by sevel'al 
distant, narrow, transverl)e whitish bands rcaclr 
i~g to the abdomen, which is spotted with small, 
round, white specks: the dusky transverse spot 
~pearing only beneath the tail: the general co­
loor of tlle abdomen, however, in this snake ill 

. rather deep brown or blackish, beautifully vane­
gated or marbled by numerous narrow transverse 
bands, accompanied here and there with smaU 
spots: the tail is remarkably short and slender. 
In the Systema N at1.lJ'OO a mistaken refere.ce ap­
pears tq be made to a figure in Seba reprcsentjag 
a very different species. The C. atmx is a is9Jl­

oua e, aD~ is a J)ative of the isl ~f Ceylon. 



'Coluber Brcviceps. C. capite brevi, cot'JIf6IC'Dorio. 
Snake with short head and variegated body. 
Cobra, s. Vipera de Neustria, corone.ta, Ceilonica: fremin4. 

Sch. 2. t. 46. f . 2. 
Serpens Porphyrius Brasiliensis. Seh. J . t. 85. f 1. 

THIS, from the description and figures of Seba, 
appears to be a -highly elegant .species, but seems 
to vary considerably iu its colours; one specimen 
being of a blueish grey, with large patches of 
rufous brown, accompanied by smaller spots of 

milar colour; while the abdomen is of a pale 
ferruginous cast, without any spots Ot varie~­
tions. The other specimen (for both appear t;i­
dently to belong to the same species, though de­
scribed as different ones by the 'author) is pale yel­
low, with la~e patches and variegations of black, 
beautift , intermixed with red and white &pecks, 
the abdo~en being marked by numero us transverse 
bars of red and white, the scuta appearing edged 
with black: tbe bead is large, short, obtus~, slightly 
cordate, covered with moderately large scales, and 
elegantly variegated with smaH spots and mal'ks 
-of red, black, &c.; the neck and body are thick; 
the tail short, and tapering to the tip: the whole 
animal has an appearance, in some degree, resem­
bling that ' of aViper~ though very different in its 
colours, ud thicker in proportion to its leugth, 
which is abo t two feet; the fint described spe­
cimen is, according to Seba, a native of Ceylon, 
the other of Brasil. 

-



SILVER-EYED SNAKE. 

Coluber Melania. C. ater, lateri6U1 subaentleo rtebulosis, iridihtu 
fuscis, margine pupillari ar~tea. 

Deep-black Snake, with the sides clouded with blueish, th. 
eyes brown, with the edge .of the pupil silvery. 

Coluber Melanis. Lin. Sglt. Nat. GffKl. p. 1087. ' Pall. it. 1. 

p.460. 
Abdominal scuta 148, subcaudal scales 27. 

A SIB ERIAN species, and found about the bor­
ders of the Volga and tlie Samara, where it was 
observed by Dr. Pallas. It has a gen eral resem­
blance to the Viper, but differs in colour, being 
of a deep black on the back, of a steely lustre be­
neath, marked with patches of a deeper cast, while 
al 'ng the sides are dispersed a kind of clouds or 
spo s of a blueish colour: the eyes are of a bright 
white, with perpendicular pupils, and ferruginous 
irides: the tail is short, and gradually tapers to 
the tip: upon t]le whol , it may well be doubted 
whether this be any thing more than a variety qf 
the common Viper. 



CORALLINE 8 AK'E. 
I 

Colubcr Corallmus. C. glaUCtll. ~ 8hbcordtztia, aprd liMU 
trihU$ lOllgitUliinalihu8 fu8ci8. 

Glaucous Snake, with subcordated seales, and three brown 
lines dowll the back. 

Colubcr Corallinus. lin. S!Jst. Nat. p. 3840. 
Serpens CoralIina Amboincnsis. &6. 2. t. J7.j. 1. 

Abdominal scuta 193, subcaudal scales 82. 

LENGTH near three feet: head small, and co­
vered with large scales: those on the body small, 
somewhat heart-shaped; and djsposed in longitu­
dinal rays or stripes, representing, in ome degree, 
the articulations of Coralline: colour above blue­
ish grey, sometimes greenish, with three dusky or 
rufous longitudinal streaks down the back: il 
rather long, and tapering to a slender tip: abdomen 
pale. This, according to Linnreus, is a poisonous 
species: it preys on lizards, &c. In Seba is a re-

. presentation ef the identical specimen afterwards 
described by Linnreus *', taken in the act of swal­
lowing a lizard, of at least equal diameter with its 
own body, in coosequence of hich the jaws are 
disteooed in -such a manner as to alter entirely the­
natufal appearance 9f the head, ~8tretching the 
lower into a perpendicular di~ It is a na­
tive of the eastern regions. 



Colubcr Leberis. 
pite alhid6. 

CANADA SNAKE. 

Pale Snake, with white !lead, and booy marked above by Jin ar 
black bands . . 

Coluber Leberi. Iia. SJst. Nat. p. 275. 
Abdominal scuta 110, subcaudal scales 50. 

SLIGHTLY described by KaIm, who informs us 
that it is a nati\>e of Canada, and that the upper 
parts are traversed by linear black bands: the 
head is white, with two rufous spots on the top, 
and a triangular spot over the nose: it is marked 
in the Systema N aturre as a poisonou peeies, but 
Dr. (fra.y, in his paper ou the Amphibia publisherl 
il:. the l'hilosopbical Transactions, consider thi 
particular as doubtful. 

SUP.ERn S~.Al{F.. 

Coluber Eleganti imus. C. albus ctrpiU rrigro val'i4,to. ~61'J1O" 
81lpra maculls nihri, occllati8 serie qui#hlplit;i per d~ _-
1108iti •• 

Vllite Snake, with hea.d varicga.tof\ with black, and body 
marked abovo by a quintuple seriCfo of occllated red ~pOt8. 

crpens IcmAiteata'VeDusli~sima Americana.. Seb.1. t. 1.1 .5. 

THIS, from the description and figure of 
appears to be a beautihll species, measuring about 
two feet in length; of a whtte colour, marked 
clown the upper part with a quintuple series of 
black spots, with red ce.ntres, the middle row 



AULIC SNAKE. 

being composed of very small spots, the next on 
each side of larger oceUated ones~ and the lowest 
on each 'side, next the scuta, resembling that on 
the middle of the back, and consisting of 's~aU 
specks: the head is marked by a cross-shaped spot 
on the top, 4nd by a few blackish ones across the 
snout: the tail appears short in proportion to the 
animal, measuring about two inches and a half, 
and tapering to a point. In the Gmelinian edition 
of the Systema N atune this snake is marked, I 
know not on what authority, as a poisonous spe­
cies. It is said by Seba to be a native of America. 

AULIC SNAKE. 

Coluber Aulicus. C. gri«ofUscul,fasciu trtms'Cer.is auns ,vper 
IIltera bifurcis. 

Grey-brown Snake, with transverse white bands bifurcating 
over the sides. 

Colu\)er Aulicus. lin. Sysf. Nat. p. 381. 
Abdominal scuta 184, subcaudul scales 60. 

A SMALL species, the specimen-described by Lin­
nreus measuring only half a foot in length, and 
about a third of an in.eh in dial,l1eter: colour grey­
brown, with more than twenty linear,· wbite trans­
verse bands, each bifurcated towards the abdQ­
men: head white behind: tail about the fourth of 
the whole length: native of America, and c.onsi. 
dered as a poisonous species: 



Vipera Orientalis, Hebrreis Zeboa, Grrecis H91Z11Q dicta. Seb. 2. 
t. 78.f. 1. 

OF the size and general appearance of the com­
mon Viper, but differing in colour, being of a pale 
yellow, with the marks on the head, dorsal hand, 
and lateral spots, of a reddish chesnut colour: per­
haps no other than a v:.triety of the Viper; y t the 
head is represented as covered i~ front with large 
scales: native of the Indian islallds. 

BO lQU ATR.AR.A. 

Serpens Indica Boiquatl'ara dicta. &b. 2. t. 7,8.! 4. 

EXTREMELY resembling the preceding, but of 
larger size: colour cinereou yellow, with chesnut 
coloured dorsal stripe, consi ting large well-

. defined rhomboid spots touching each other: la­
teral ,spots, ovate, distinct, and reddish brown: 
head marked by a divaricated linear stripe- on the 
top, the ends p.ointing backwards: perhaps, like the 
former, a ,·ar.iety ,qf the common Viper. 



ItIALPALON. 

Serpens Ceilanica Malpalon dicta a Rajo in Synops. p. 33). 
Scb. 2. t. 39.f. 4. 

A BEAUTIFUL snake, about the size of the com­
mon Viper, and of a bright yellow colour, with a 
black dorsal stripe consisting of Iathe'l: small, nu­
merous, alternate, squarish spots (but with round, 
projecting ends), united to a middle black line: 
lateral spots of similar form, but of a red colour: 
lsides of the body, Dear the scuta, speckled with 

, black: head rather large, of a somewhat length-
ened form, covered in front with Jarge scales, 
and variegated with black spots: abdomen yel­
low, spotted with black: tail rather long, and 
gradually tapering to a fine point. 

STltIA'r ED SNAKE. 

Serpens Brasiliensis versicolor, 
t. 42.f. 1. 

JE&culapii. &h. 2. 

LENGTH about two feet: colour above pale 
blue, elegantly undulated by numHVUS blackish 
transverse streaks: head of moderate size, large­
scaled, spotted with black, and marked at the be­
ginning of the neck with a pair of short streaks! 
abdomen white: tail moderately taper. 



8ERENUS. 

Serpens Cenchms, vel &rmus Brasiliensis. 8th. 2. t. 42.f. 2. 

ABOUT the size of the precedinO': colour above 
blue,. with a moderately broad dorsal sea-green 
stripe, marked with a few small, distant, black 
spots: the sides marked with-deep blue or blackish · 
spots : head of moderate size, large-scaled, and 
marked at the top by a large and somewhat trian­
gular white spot pointing backward : abdomen 
white, the scuta pretty deeply edged or variegated 
with dark brown: tail gradual1y tapering to a 
fine point': native of Brasil. 

LOZENGE-SPOTTED SNAKE. 

Coluber Rhombt>atus. C. glauctls, mGCllUs rh(1fTliJeatis nigricolt­
ti/nu medio (;(.eru/cis. 

Glaucous Snake, with. blackish lozcngt:-:;h:tped spots blue in 
the middle. . 

Coluber Rhomooatus. lin. Syst. Nat. p. 380. M",. Ad. JWJ. 
p. 27. t. 24.f. 2. 

Vipera. Cencoatl dicta. Seb. 2. t. 26./ 1,2, :3 f' 
Serpens Amboinensis tigrina. Seb. 2. t. 15.f. 2. 
Abdominal scuta 157, subcaudal scales 70~ 

GENERAL length from two to three feet or 
more: colour grey or browwsh, with three alter--, 
nating, longitudinal rows of ovate, but somewhat 
rhomboid, dusky spots with large blueish centres: 
head rather large than small: abdomen pale or 
whitish, often clouded ' with blueish grey: the 



OCELLATED SNAKE. 

rhomboid spots are most regular in the smaller 
specimens, in the larger becoming somewhat more 
broken in the outline and more approaching ~o an 
ovate form: native of India and South America: 
in the number of its abdominal and subcaudal 
scales it occasionally varies considerably. 

OCELLATED SNAKE. 

Coluber Ocellatus. C. castaneus, maculis ocellatu f'U8Ci8 ahdo-
mineflavo. I 

Chesnut-coloured Snake, with ocellated brown spots, and yel­
low abdomen. 

Serpens Guineensis rarissima Argus dicta. Seb. 2. t. 2S.f. 1. 

SIZE arid general proportions of the Viper: co-
, lour pale chesnut, beautifuIly marked with nve 
alt mating rows of round occUated spots, those 
of the micldle r~nge being the largest and of' a. 
blackish brown, the lateral ones of a paler or 
more rufous brown: abdomen yellow, with small 
scattered rufous spots: head covered with small 
scales: tail tapering to a moderately slender tip: 
native, according to Seba, of Guinea, and a rare 
specIes. 



ARGUS SNAKE. 

Colubel' ·ArgUS'. C.JNbcoocastaneulf, wbt'UI jItrDuchIl, lupra mao 
culis ocellaribu. nthr;s tra1l8'llCrsim fascialu,. 

Chesnut brown Snake, yellow beneath, and banded above by 
transverse rows of ocellated red spots. 

Serpens Arabicu Brasiliensibus Ibiboboca & B()iguaclI uicta.; 
alias Argus. Seb. 2. t. 103. 

LINN.tEUS, relaxing from the strictl1e of his 
general rule, ha admitted this snake into the y:s­
tern a Naturre, though he knew not the number of 
its scuta and squamre, whic}:t he seems to have COll­

sidered as the most important of all points in the 
history of Serpents: it indeed forms a very useful 
addition to tlle general character, and should ne­
ver be neglected where it can be ascertained; but 
can hardly be considered as the only, or even the 

. chief, mark of distinction · . The Argus nake is 
a large and elegant species, measuring, according 
to . Seba, its first describer, above fiw~ feet ill 
length, and being of a moderate thickness in pro­
portion: the- head i large, flattish, covered ill . 
front with small sca1es, and so very protuberant 
on each side at the hind part as to appear heart­
shaped, or rather bilobate: the teeth large and 
strong: the wllOie upper surface of the anjmal is 
of a du~ky chesnut colour, the scales being small, 
ovate. and each marked by :t white speck; while 

• Scuta in scrpentibus plurimum variant, ut nunquam scutis 
ipsi.i fidenduln.-1AnIrenti. 



CnIAl\[£TLA SNAKE. 

dfe body is bp,aufifully marked front head to tail 
by numerous. transverse rows: of fOund ocellated 
red spots, surrounded by a wbi . iris and by an 
exterior red one: the number f these ocellated 

. spots in each row' is a.bout seven er eight: the 
under part of the animal or aboomcn is of a pale 
yellow colour: the scuta broad in proportion to 
tat body; the tail moderately slender, tapering to 

. a point, 'and seemingly measuring about a fifth of 
the whole length. . This Snake is" according to 
Seba, a native of Arabia. The appe-arance of the 
head seems tmngly to indicate a poisonous species. 

CHIAlIiETLA SNAKE. 

Coluber Cbiametla. C. ciJ:rllleus, SllbtUS jla'OtU, IirIgJil8IJ1Iamil 
macula alba notatis. 

Blue Snake, yellow beneath, wi th every scale marked by a 
white spot. 

erpel1s Americana Chiallletla dicta. Seb. 2. t, 61./ 1. 

Vipera c;J?'ru!ea Americana ex insula Sancti Eustachii. Se6.2. 
t. 36.f 4. 

. , 
T.R.l , which is described and figured by Seba, 

is a highly beautiful pecies, measu ing about four: 
feet and a half in length, and having nearly the 

general proportions with the common Eng 
lish snake, except that the head i I The 
colour of the whole animal abovt is oeautifu 
vivid blue, each scale being. marked in the middle 
by a white spot: along the sides is a row of mo­
deratelydistant black spots with ,,'hite centres = 

the head is cMrered wjth arge scales, and IS 

. ~ 



, . 

JAVA S. AKE. 

C. ~iael#. cdpite ctl'l"IIko strilllo, ~ 
atnia Cl1!T'Ukil margine luftil decu8IalQ. 

Grey Snake, with the striped with Llue, urJP tbe 
Cl'99soi by bluctltripes with gold-coloured edges. 

AbdomWaI scUt&.812, sl1bcaudal scales 98. 



~ DABOY SlfA.~E. ( . 
the eye is yellow' the upper part J the head grey 
mixe,l with blue. fi'6m behind the eyes pass two. . 
deep-blue stJipes to the upper part of the neck, 
where they unite into an arch about an inch be­
yond the head: a third stripe of the same colour 
proceeds from the snout to the occiput, where it 
divides into two, and surrounds a yeUow spot 
marked with a few blue specks; the upper part of 
the body is divided, as it were, into squares re­
sembling a kind of lattice~wol'k, formed by stripes 
of bright blue with gold-coloured edges: the 1I1iddie 
par'ts of the squares being of a grey colour, with 
ebangeable reflections of yellow, blue, and green: 
to 'ards the sides the grey colour is of a. lighter or 
paler cast, as well as on the tail, where the squares 
are smaller than on the back: each side of the 
body is also marked by a row of white spots, si­
tuated at the crossings of the blue stripes. This 
s perb species is called in Java by the title of 
Oular-Sa'ltJa, or Rice-Field Snake. 

DABOYA SNAKE. 

Lc Duboie. Cepede Snp.p. 255 .. pl. I3.f. !. 

THIS Snal' e i slightly described by the Count 
de Cepede, who considers it as the species whiclJ, 
in the kingdom of J uda, or Widah, and some 
other parts of Africa, is regarded as a deity, -and 
kept in temples con to its worship. Thi 

perstition is said by traveller De March . to. 



BRA UlAN A:K.L 

have ori· eJ from the roHo ing circumstance, 
viz. the army of J uda being ()n the point of yield­
ing to that of Ardra, it happened that a large ser­
pent ofthissp des made its appearanc , which the 
chi f priest (probably knowin.o- it to b innoxious) 
lifted up in his arms, and displayilJg it as a kind 
of miracle, 01' at least as a propitious omen, per-
uaded the army again to' rally~ by which mean a 
ignal victory was obtained, and the animal was 

in consequence exalted into a divinity. It is aid 
to arrive at a very considerable size; and j of 
a whitish colour, ornamented on the upper part 
throughout the whole lengtll, by a t1 iplc range of 
large oval rufous patches bordered with black: 
the head is rather large, and covered with oval 
carinated scales similar to those on the rest of the 
animal : the mouth is destitute of fangs: the spe­
cimen in the royal cabinet, described by the Count 
de epede, measured three feet five inches in total 
lellgth, the tail measuring five inches and nine Jines. 

BRASILIAN SNAKE. 

Ceptde Serp. p. 1] 9. pl. 4. f. 1. 

DESCRIBED by Cepede, and considered as a 
pecies before unnot.iced: length about three feet, 

but probably grows to a much larger ize: head, as 
well as bcKly, covered with 0 al carinated scales: 
'nout tel'l,ninated by a large tnd almost pel'pendi­
eu ale rounded at top, but emarginated at 



TRIANGUua-HEADED SNAKE. t . 
the bottom for the passage of the tOugue: upper 
puts of the .anbnal marked by large, oval, rufous ·1 
patches bOrdered with black; aDd in the intervals 
between the large patches are several much smaller f ' 
ones of a dusky colour: fangs very large: native 
of Brasil. From the jaws of a poisonous serpent 
from the same country, preserved in the royal ca- . 
binet, and agreeing in all particulars, except in 
size, with those of the above species, the Count 
de Cepede infers that the animal, at its full size, 
,may be supposed to arrive at the length of six 
feet. 

If we compare the description of this species 
with that of the Daboya, we shall find an ex~ 

treme resemblance between the two animals, the 
Daboya only appearing to differ from the present 
species in not being furnished with fangs. 

TRIANGULAR-liEADED SNAKE. 

La nte-Trj~ngulaire. Cepede Serp. p. 132. pl. 5.! 2. 

ALLIED in general appearance to the common 
iper: colour greenish, with sp,ots of different 

shapes on the head and body, uniting so as to 
form an irregular band down the back: abdomen 
dusky, with white edges: head of a more triangu­
Jar sbape thall usual, owing to the projecting ends 
of the jaws, oovered with--small scales, which, as 
'Well as those on the body, are smooth, or not ca­
rinated: total length two feet, of which the ~ 



PANTHER SNAKE. 

La. Tigree. Cqple &rp. p. 136. 

ALLIED to the Viper: length about a foot and 
half: tail two inches: l1ead like that of the com­
mon Viper: all the scales carinated: colour of the 
Ipper parts whiti h rufous, with dusky spots bor .. 
dered with black, like those on the skin ()f a pan­
ther or leopard: colour of the under parts not 
specified. Described by Cepede. Native coun­
try unknown. This seems allied to the Ocelloted 
Sna/ce. 

LEOPARD SNA.l{E. 

Serpens tigrina ex insula Bali, &c. Seb. 2. t. 46.f. 3 

LENGTH about ,two feet: colour a beautiful' 
yellow, spotted with numerous, moderately small, 
ovate, or roundish black or deep brown spots: ab­
domen variegated with transverse brown streaks: 
head rather small, large-scaled, rather sharp­
snouted, of a brown cf)lour above: tail rather 
ilender, and tapering to a fine point.: nati c of 
the Indian islands. 



If 

SPOTTED SNAKE. \ 
Coluber Maculatus. C. ceru~, n\gro rIIIJCfIlstlU,""1I6 oz- t 

bidllS, 6clllu margine maculU dinzidiatr"t "p. 
Blueish Snake, spotted with black, whitish beneath, with th~ 

scuta marked on the edge with dimidiated black spots. 

GENERAL habit of C. Natrix, bKt not so long 
jn proportion: colour glaucous or pale blueish~ 
marked on the upper parts with Dumer-ous, round­
ish, black spots; sides of t11C scuta with dimidiated 
spots of the same colour. It seems much a'Ilied 

' *'> the figure in Seba above referred to, but difiers 
in colour; Seha's specimen -being yellow instead 
of blue: described from a speci~en in the Brie Q 
Museum. -

RINGED SNAKE. 

Coluber Natrix. C. olivaceo-fu6cIlS (interdll17l carulcsCC1/s) 
macula colan utrinque ,,;gra, alteraque jl(Jva, la/nihus nit;ro 
maC1JlalW, (J/x/omiM fosco. 

Olive-brown (or blueish) Snake, with a black pateL accol)1-
panied lly a yellow one on each side the neck, a row of nar­
row black spots down each side, and duuy abdomen. 

oluber Natrix. LV,.. Syst: Nat . .". 380 • 
. Natrix tor~. Raj. QKadr. 33,.. 

The Common Snake. Ringed Snake. Brit. Zool. 3. p. 31~ 
Abdomiul ICQta 170, 5ubcaudal scales 60. 

THII species appears to be pretty generally 
c1ifi'uaed gh all parts of Europe, and is com,. 

island, frequenting woods, mo;" 



Rl GED S 'AXE. 

hedges, and shady places: in colour it occasion-
/ aIly varies, but is generally either of a blueish 

grey or pale olive on the upper parts, marked 
along the sides by a rbw of small tran verse black 
streaks, alternating with some smaller spots of the 
same colour; and OIl eaeh side the n ck is a black 
and somewhat semilunar patch, the horns or tips 
pointing forward: this is bounded in front by a 
second patch of a pale yeJlow or whiti h colour, 

I thus forming a kind of collar on each side the 
ncc~: the under part are of a mixed black and 
whitish c~lour, the black being disposed in large 
squarish alternate patches or di"j ions, which to­
wards the tail become more confluent, so as nearly 
to e <;Jude the other variegations ~ the head is 
rathtr arna11 than large, and is covered with large 
scaly l>J,.ateB: the sides of the mouth are marked 
by several black hal's: the remainder of the upper 
part are covered with ovate and slightly carinated 
scales: the tail is of moderate length, and gradu­
all tapers to the extremity. This animal is of. 
innoxious natw'e, and may be tamed to a conlu­
<lerable debJ'fee. Mr. White, in his History of Sel 
burne, has tile following remark on this sob· 
"I knew a gentleman who kept a tame 
which was in its person as sweet as auy ani 
hut as soon as a stranger, or a dog or cat came I 

-feU to hissing, and filled the rOOlll with such nau­
seous effluvia as rendered it. hatdly .upportable. " 
The snake chiefly lives IJY preying n fr 
mall birds, 'n . ts, worms, &c. J 

frequent the water occasionally, fot "lUIr ~ .......... 



".4 
and is capable of swimming, though 

with &Jly great degree of celerity. It deposits \ f. 

eggs in any warm and" moist ituation, as under ~ 

bedges, .in dunghills, &c. In tbe form of a con- ( 
tinued chain or necklace ofm'&, to the number of 
twelve, fourteen, sixteen, or even twenty, of the 
size of those of a blackuird, #'ud of a. whitish co­
lour: these, according to the observations of Mr. 
White, (C do not hatch till the spring following, " 

puring the winter the snake ~onceals itself in 
any convenient retreat, and bec~ nearly tor­
id, reappearing in the spring, wh D it casts its 

akin, which cracking or opening on the edges of 
t lips, is, by tl1e efforts of the anim~J, gradll~ly 
thrOwn off, in an inverted direction, th~ 1lQ t 

its whole length, to the very terminal 8CStt: of. the 
tail, and so complete is the poB or exu . Jl1 as 
to exhibit the very coat or membrane oft ty~ · 
themselves: the whole skin is entirely transpa· 



FRENCH -S AKB. 

Coluoor Atrovirens. C. at~, jluro flf«tlltzlvl, MOIIIiRc 
jItrDo lateribv8 fligro fM.'ctalo. 

Black""8reen Snake, speckled ,,·ith yellow; the abdomen yel-
low, with a row of black speCks down each ~id(·. 

Anguis .Msculapii niger. Aldr1¥D. &ry. p. 271. JOTI$t. Rl'pt. t. V. 
La Coleuvre veTte & jauDe. C~ Serp. p. ]37. pl. fi.j: 1. 

A bdominaI scuta 206, subcaudal scales 107. 

THIS seems to be the species figured in AJdro­
vandus under the name of Anguis lEsculapii ni 
ger, and which appears to ha "c been so little 
tendE1ll to by modem naturalists as to have be n 
generally confounde<;l with the preceding, tin it 
was +.n brought to notice by Mons. J.)aulJcn­
too, a.nd afterwards by the Count de Cepede, who 
has ~curately described it, and who infor s us 
that it is very frequent in some of the Pravin 
of Frabce, being found in woods and moist shady 
places: in its general size and appearance it re­
sembles the Ringed Snake or Natri:l', but differs 
in colour, being of an extremely dark or blacki ' 
green, so as to appear black on a cursory vi 
the sides being marked by numerous 'J yel­
low spec of different forms, SOUle Qolong, Dd 
some square, and which fOJI1l somewhat more de­
cided or..d· tj ctly marked stripes towards the t . 

than towards the head: the eyes and edges..of 
mouth are bordered w; h yellow scales: 
men is alsq ydlo , each scutum beini ma~~., 

ach ide bf a hlack speck. Th' 
animal of a peifectlt hannlcss ~ 



former, i ble of being tamed to a con-
nJIIl'&D\e dtgree. The Count de Cepede relates, 

· I 

Mr. Bomare, an anecdote relative to a snake 
which he supposes to have been of this species, I 
which had been so completely tamed by a lady, 
as to CODle to her whenever she Cfl~led it, follow 
her jn her walks, wreath itself round bel' arms, 
and 61eep in her bosom. One day, when this 
lady went in a boat, to ' e distance up a large 
ri v.er, sbe threw the snake jnto the water; ima-
gini that it would readily recover the boat by 
ISwi ing; 'but the current proving unusually 
strong, at that juncture, owing to the advance of 
the tide, the poor' animal, in spite of all its efforts 
to ~h the' vessel, . was unfortunately drowned. 
On the approach of winter tbis species, like the 
for~l1er, retires into 8ubterraneous retreats, and 
pa8 hat se~son in a state of torpidity, from 
w'hieh it recovers in the spring, when it casts its 
skin, and appears in its, highest beauty. 

DUN SNAKE. 

is species has been . pretty well 
e 1tork of Aldrovandus, and from 
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thence copied into that of Johnston, yet it appears 
to have been in a great degree unknown to mo­
dern naturalists till it wa more distinctly d 
scribed by the Count de Cepede, who informs u ' 
that it is found in some parts'" of France, and 
measures near four feet in length: its colour is 
a very ale reddish brown, or dun, marked on 
each side the back, throughout the whole length, 
by two dusky or blackish longitudinal tripes, 
commencing on ach side the head, which is co­
vered with large scaly plates: the scale on the 
hack are carinated, those on the side smooth: 
the abdomen is pale or whitish ( the tail measure 
about nine inches in length, and gradually tapers 
to the e~tremity: the general form of the animal 
resembles that of the common nake, but it is 
some hat thicker in propOJtion to its length: it 
is a perfectly harmless species; occurs in Italy 
well as in France, and may probahly be found in 
most of the warmer part of Europe. 



.~idtin_i; as in 
t'he scales 011 

_lkte~d; those on the 
about nine inches 

_ ... · >,1 .. is much allied to 
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Colubcr Pullatus. C. ~ 
gro vanatlJS. 

nake with the body black above, with whit 
white beneath ith blae 





the scale 
tipped here ~~ •• " 
said by Seba 

A more extraordin 
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Coluber Carinatus. C. phmrbtltl, ~ nMg1Iu ooatu poroN, 
abdomillt albido, dorlO OfIJUtdo. 

Lead-coloured Snake, witll large ovate porou scale, whiti b 
abdomen, and carinated back. . 

Coluber carinatus. lAo S!8t. Nat. p. 38+. 
Abdominal ~cuta 157, subcaudal scales 115. 

A L ARGE species, growing to five or six fl tin 
length, and of a moderate thickness: heaa rather 
small, with large scales in front: tail tapering 
gradually to a point.: back much carinated" rising 
into a ridge on the top: colour deep hluei h bro 
or cinereous, paler or whitish underneath: scales 
very large, and marked with numerou impressed 
points, as if pierced with pin-holes: under parts 
whitish: native of ~orth America: a harmless 
species: varies as to colour, Wl1ich is ometime 
blueish black, and sometimes cinereous with a 
rufous cast: scales often pale or whitish towards 
the tips. 



""",,,,n.u,,. ~"'V"_'., to,," 'CI'QUlllI p.dfl8. fllbellliS magnjs irl'egllla­
_"~I. ~JJ lirt!io*. /1., 

large irregular rUlous varicga-
, __ ~dg(ld with broWll, and t tail. 

~_"'l Molurus. Un. 8yIt. N.t.,. 381 

·,~.~inal scuta 248, subc8.udal ales, 59. 

'Ifi'l~~RGE snake, with the general habit of a Boa. 
a Cotuber, being of very considerable 
proporti6fi to its length: head rather 

'8()Rn. len eae Ii e that of the Boa 

' d11I1l1M!~d with large irre­
rdered with brown : 

ti\'e of India: not poison­
th of five or six feet. 
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CUPREOUS 

but birds and such other aninials as they are able 
t o overcome they devour; frequently entering the 
houses of poultry, sucking the eggs, and devour­
ing the fowls: they are bold, nimble, and active, 
but are generally reputed fiot venomous, and have 
no fangs like the viper kind. I never observed 
their colours to vary." Mr. Catesby's figure re­
presents the head covered with large scales: and ' 
the tail remarkably thick, short, and obtuse. 

CUPREOUS SNAKE. 

Coluber Acontia. C. cuprcus, squamis o/bo carinatis, abdomil/e 
flavo nwI'o macu/ato. 

Coppe r-colour~d Snake, with the scales carinated by a whit 
line, and abdomen yellow with red spots. . 

Serpens Acontias, sive Jaculus Arnericanus, &c. &b. Q. t. 
64.f. 1. 

IN its general appearance this snake, according 
to Seba's figure, bears a considerable resemblance 
to the Copper-belly of Catesby, but the head i 
larger, and covered with small scales, the neck 
thinner, and the tail somewhat more taper: the 
whole upper parts are of a light copper colour, 
each scale marked by a white streak or carina; 
the abdomen is yellow; spotted on the edges with 
small red specks. From the size of the head, . and 
its being covered with small 8c~les, it shou1d seem 
that this is a poisonous specitss. It is a native of 
the island of Santa Cruz. 



S RIN.A!II. SNAK.E. 

Coluber Surinamensis. C. cillel'eus, SUUU68ulfiar;f8cens, corpore 
fasciisferrugineis subundu/4tis tr~1'8es cillcto. 

Cinereous Snake, yellowish beneath, with the body surrounded 
by ~lnewhat undul~ transverse ferruginous bands. 

Angdis Surinamensis sonum edens. , &b. 2. t. 59.f. 2. 

AN elegant species: length about three feet and 
a half: habit moderately stout or thick: head ra­
ther large, and furnished with largish scales in 
1i'ont: colour of the whole animal cinereous, 
marked... rom the neck to the end of the tail with 
modera broad, equidistant, and somewhat un­
dulated rufo yellow bands or zones entirely sur­
rounding the body: tail of moderate length, gra­
dually tapering to the extremity: said to be a 
native of Surinam: allied in habit to the Coluber 
angulatus. 

CORN SNA E. 

Coluber CaJolinitwus. C.jlausceR8, maculis mapis ft,.rwgitAeis 
albo trigroq _ __ ,Naatis. abdomine nigro 'Mriato. 

Yellowish Snake, witb large ferruginous spots with black arld 
white margins.; and Pdomen variegated, ith black. 

Corn Snake. CtJtI4."CtIrel. 2. pl. 55. 

THIS is a hig cau ul animal, arriving 
sometimes at a very co slderable size, · and mea­
suring five feet-or more in length" though com­
monly seen much smaller. Its habit or genera 
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· form 
English Snake, 
whitish yellow, ornanieated 
with numerous large and 
ovate patches of 



TEXTILE SNAKE. 

Coiubr.r Textilis. C. griseo-flavesce1!s, nigro irroratus,jasciis nu­
. merosis Ilndulatis rubro-jeTrugineis transversis. . 
Yellowish-grey Snake, freckled with black, and marked by nu-

merou~, undulated, transverse, bright .. feITuginous stripes. 
Serpens Brasiliensis textilis. Seb. 2. t. 67. / 3. 
Serpens Surinamensis elegans. Seb. 2. t. 31./ 1. 
Serpens Ammo.dytes Americana fiammifera. Seb. 2. t. 31./ ~. 

A RA; THER large and very elegant species, re­
presented on some of Seba's plates, but not refer­
rible to any Linnrean species: general habit that 
of the N atrix -: ground colour yellowish grey, 
with numerous, pretty closely-placed, transverse, 
irregularly angular bands of bright ferruginous 
or dusky red, scattered over, as is also the ground­
colour, .with numerous black specks of different 
sizes: head ru*>us, covered with large 'scales: 
under parts throughout the whole length pale 
yellow: tail very slender and sharp-pointed: na- . 
tive of Brasil, Surinam, and other parts Qf South 
America. 





WAMPUlIf SNAKE. 

Coluber Fa ciatus. C. clZl'uleusJ s«btus pallidior Ctmlieo luci-
diOl'e 'Oanatt($. 

JIlllC Snake, paler and, variegated with hrighter blue neath. 
Wampum Snake. Clllub. Carol. 2. pl. 58 
Collluel' fasciatus? Lin. Syst. Nat, p, 378. 
l-'asc iatcd Snake. Nat. Misc. vol. S. pl. 266. 
Abdominal ~cllta 128? subcaudal scales 67 r 

THIS, whi-ch is one of the handsomest of the 
NorthAmerican snakes, is described and figured by 
Cateshy, but as that author lUred at a period when 
the rules of modern n~tUl"al history were in a great 
degree unknown, he seems to have given a e­
neral rather than a miqutely accurate representa­
tion of the animal; his figure not expressing the 
abdominal and subcaudal scuta and squamre. The 

-"Vampum Snake, he informs us, is of a dark blue 
above, the belly being finely clQuded with brighter 
blue: the head small in proportion to the body: he 
:Hlds, that it is an innocent speciesr and some­
t imes grows to the length of fLv feet, retaining 
its colours and marks thrOl.1ghout all periods of its 
growth. It rece"'es 'its common title of the 
lVampum Snake from its colour which l'esemble 
thQse of the strings of Indian money Wam­
PU1'l1,:-C0mposed of shells cut in 0 regular pieces, 
and-'Strung. with a mixture. of blue and bite. 
It isa llative of Caroliu and Virginia. 



BLACK SNAKE. 

Coluber Constrictor. C. totus niger, luddulJ, longissimus. 
Shining-black Snake, with very long slender body. 
Black Snake. Catesb. Carol. 2. pl. 48. 
Coluber Constrictor . Lill, Syst. Nat. p. 385. 
Abdominal scuta 186, subcaudal scales 92. 

" THIS," says Catesby, "is. a large and very , 
long snake; some being six feet in length: they 
are all over of a shining black, never changing 
their colour, and are very nimble and beneficial 
in killing rats, which they pursue with wonderful 
agility to the roofs and all parts of houses and 
barns, where rats are able to run, for which ser­
vice they are preserved by most of the inhabi­
tants: they are bold and furious, leaping at and 
biting t~ose that attack them, though no harm 
ensues; their bite not being venomous: it is com­
monly said in Carolina that they will attack and 
swallow Rattle-Snakes: it is certain most or all 
snakes will devour one another, not only of their 
own but of other kinds, which I have often seen; 
one, after a long struggle, swallo)ving another but 
little less than itself. They are the most nume­
rous of all snakes. " 

" Many ridiculous, frights," says Mr. Pennant, . 
" have happened from tbis innocent reptile. As 
everyone in America is full of the. dread of the 
Rattle-Snake, they are apt to fly at the sight Ot' 
any of the serpent kind. This pursues, soon over­
takes, and twisting round the legs of the fugitive, 
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VIPER-HEADED AKE. 

\ soon brings him to 
receives no hurt, 
fright; all the 0011' iCIIlG.,I 

housewives, for it r mi 
cream, and rob their l1en-roosts n~ •• .as.l.-::J 

-Arct. Zool. A}I~nd. p. 92. 

Coluber Viperinus. C. alllttlD-gl'i8e1t',!uciJs transversis njgri-
eantibus apice bjfid;" "*"'11 eapttis bifi ,rigra, abdomilll! 
ttlrillque fuseo 'I1Iacuwto. 

Pale-grey Snake, with bla~kish brown tNll nds, bifid 
towards their extremities, head mad.c.j oy a bifurcated black 
pot, and side of the abdom8l1 otte ill! uro 

A~ominal scuta 1'66, qbcaudal 87. 

THIS species' described by S ha, and is an 
animal of considerable elegance: its lei:rgth is 
about three feet: its habit mod rate! deT, yet 
strong, and · coJour very pale grey or whitish, 
fasciated throughout . its who len tb, by nearly 
equidistant blaelt or ve c1eep-"b bands, 
which, as in the nntei'n Colafer .A:sculapii, are 
divided beneath abOut 1 al way upwards bY 'a nar­
row white strip : the head is covered in front 
with large scale d marked on the top by a 
black patch of si orm to that on the head of 
the Viper, except that two divisions are more 
acute: on each side the aero s the eyes, is a 
longitudinal blac r stripe, ommunicating with • 
tne first dorsal ba . and th tip of the nose is also . 



466 PLlCATILE SNAKE. 

the same colour: on the abdominal scuta are scat­
tered a few small blackish or uusky spots of dif­
ferent size and shape; the skin is smooth and 
glossy. Seba considers this snake as a kind of 
Viper, b~t, accOl'ding to the observations of Mr. 
Merrem, it is destitute of fangs, and is conse­
quently an innocuous species. It IS a native of 
America. 

P LICATILE. SNAKE, 

Coiuber Plicatilis. C. fu&co-flavescens, suhtus paUidus, fa$cia 
utrinque laterali ftlscoferruginca alhidu maculatil'. 

Yellowish-brown nake, pale beneath, with a lateral' dusky 
stripe on each side the body marked by a row of wh!te spots. 

Coluber plicatilis. Ji.n. S!Jst. Nat. p. 376. Mus. Ad. Frid. 
p.23. , 

Serpens Bali-Salan-Boeki t, Seb. 1. t. 57.J. 5. 
Abdominal scuta 131, subcaudal s~ales 46. 

A MODERATELY large species, generally mea­
!:uring between two and three feet, or more, in 
leng~h: colour ' yellowish brown, with a dusky, 
and sometimes reddish, lateral stripe immediately 
above the scuta, formed by ' a i·ow of confluent 
dusky spots with white centres: abdomen pale, 
marked with three, and sometimes four, rows of • 
small dusky spots: head covered in front with 
large scales: snout obtuse: tail thick, and rather 
obtuse. ,The specinlt';n of this snake described 
by Linnreus in the Museum A dolphi 'Friderici seems 
to have been rather small. The Count de Cepede 
informs us" that the specimen in the King Of 



CHAIN SNAKE. 467 
France's Museum measured more than six feet ill 
length. 

CHAIN SN AK.E . 

Coluber Getulus. C. rngro-'(}iolacelts, {asclis angl/stis t,.allS'litrsis 
distantibus tuttis, super latera bifidis, in abdomine tesscllatis. 

J 

Blackish-violet Snake, with narrow, distant, transverse, gold-
coloured bands, divaricating on the sides, and tes c,lutcd on 
the abdomen. 

ColuLer Getulus. ,Lin. Syst. Nat . p. 382. 
Chain Snake. Catesb. Carol. ~. pl. 5'1. 
Abdominal scuta 215, subcaudal scales 44-. 

ONE of the most elegant of the North Ameri­
can snakes, as well as the most singular in its 
pattern: its ge~leral length is about three feet, and 
its proportions nearly those of the common Ell 0-. 

lish Snake: the colour of the whole animal is an 
extremely deep violet, so clark as to appear black 
'on a cursory view, while throughout the whole 
length, from the head to tl1e end of the tail, ar 
regularly disposed numerous, equidistant, tran~­

vel' e rings or narrow hands <,f a bright yellow 
colour, each dividing on the sides before it pas c 
under the abdomen, and being of an irregularly 
angular outline, more especially o~ the abdomen, 
which, in consequence, appears as jf tesselated 
with square yellow spots: the head is small, of a 
somewhat angular shape, and covered in front, as 
in most other innocent snakes, with large scales : 
the tail is of moderate length, measuring about 
a fifth part of the whole, and gradually tapers 
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to the' extremity. This snake is found in Caro­
lina, Virginia, &c. frequenting moist woods, and 
shady places, ann preying on Lizards, &c. In the 
British :Museum is a large specimen which appears 
to have been taken in the act of swallowing a 
pretty large lizard (Ameiva), ano. in consequence 
of which the jaws are full as much dilated as those 
of the Col{(ber coraltillus figured in a similar situa­
tion oy Seba, and represented also in the present 
work. 

BROAD-NOSED SNAKl!:. 

Colubcr Platurinus. C. a/bus Jusco·7IIaculai1ls, corport (asciis 
if/lis Juscis ammlato. 

White Snake, spotted with brown, and annulated with broad 
brown zones. 

SCI'pens Guineensis rarissima l\fillio dicta. Seb. 2. t: 8S.j. 3 '! 

A HANDSOl\IE species: habit somewhat resem­
bling that of the .Col. Natri:r:, but the tail rather 
more slender in proportion: back slightly J ca­
rinated, sides somewhat s.loping, and abdomen 
flattish: colour of the whole animal an equal va­
riegation of broad Llackish-brmhl and white 
bands, equidistant from each other, aiJd entirely 
surrounding the respective parts: the wlJite bands 
are spotted with black: head rather large than 
small, covered with large scales of a black-brown 
colour, elegantly separated from each other by in­
tervening white spaces, so that the head app~ars 
marked with large black spots on a white ground: 
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FULVOUS SNAKE. 69 
nose abrupt or truncated: tail very long, slendel', 
and gradually tapering to the extremity: length 
of the whole animal about three feet and a l1alf: 
scales of moderate sizp., ovate, and not carinated. 
Descrjbed from a specimen in the Mu eum of 
Dr. William Huuter. Native country unk110W'll. 

I ' U VOUS SNAKE. 

Coluber Fulvus. C.julvus, jusc{j maculatus, COJ'}Jort jasciis iii.· 
gl'is allllulato, cauda bre1Jissima. 

Fulvous Snake, spotted with brown, and anuulated with black: 
ish ~ones, with very short tail. 

Colllber fulvus. Lin. Sgst. Nat. p. 381. 
Abdominal scuta ~18, subcaudal scales 31. 

V ER Y much allied in the di position of it~ 

colours to the preceding; the body being marked 
by alternate black and yellowish zones, the yel­
lowish parts spotted with ferruginous: length 
about a foot and half: tail very :;hort, being 
scarcely more than a twelfth of the whole length: 
the head is brown above, and coyered with large 
scales. Native of North America. 



SHORT-TAILED, SNAK , . 

Coluber Brachiurus. C. ferrugineus, 3UbtUS albidcrjla'OeGcens, 
squamis subltexagollis, cauda obtuJa brevissima. 

Ferruginous Snake, yellowis white be'.1cath, with subhexa­
gonal scales, and extremely short obtuse tail. 

Coluber albus ? Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 378. Mus. Ad. Frid. p. 2-1- . 
t. 14. / 1. 

Stumpfschwiinzigte Natter. Merrem Beylr. 2. p. 36. t.37. 
Abdominal scuta 170, subcaudal scales 26. 

DEscRlnjm from a specimen in the Museum 
of Dr. William Hunter: Length about a foot and 
half: habit resembling that of the genus Anguis; 
head of similar diameter with the neck and body, 
but slightly tapering at the nose, and covered ' in 
front with large scales: those on the remainder of 
the upper parts all hexagonal, and rather large in 
proportion to the size of the animal: colour ferm­
ginous brown, the skin appearing between the 
scales: beneath yellowish white: scuta narrow : 
tail extremely short, scarce measuring two inches, 
and tapering pretty suddenly to an obtuse point. 
Native country unknown. . . 

This seems to be the species'described and figured 
by Mr. Merrem under the tide of Stu!mpJschwan­
~igte Natter, and which he, with great proba­
bility, supposes to be the Coluber albus 'of Lin­
m~us, the d.,escription in the Museum Adolphi Pri­
derici agreeing in all particulars except that of 
colour, and it appears pretty clearly that Linnreu 

) 



BLUE-GREEN SNAKE. 

must have described a specimen which nad 10 t it 
colour by being long preserved in pirit. It na­
tive country, accol'Cling to Ljnnreus, is India. 

BLUE-GREEN SAKE. 

Colubcr Viriuissimus. C. Cttruleo-viridissimus, dorso sllbpurpllr­
(J$cente, abdomillc Guba/bente, cutis medio dilatatis. 

Vivid blue-green Snake, with a. tinge of purple On the back, 
lind vhiti~b abdomen with the cnta. dilated tm\\ll'US the 
middle. 

Coluber viridissimu. Lill. Sy (. Nat. p. ~ R. Mus. Ad. Frid. 
2.p. 46. ' 

Serpens Surinamensis Flosculu dictu. . Seb. 2. t. 67. r 1, 2. 
Serpens Americana c:erulea Dipsas dicta? St/). 2. t. 3. . 2. 
Abdominal cuta 217, subcaudal Qllcs 122. 

A VERY elegant species, of middling size, grow­
ing to the length of about three feet: head slightly 
obtuse, of moderate size, covered with very large 
scaly pl~tes: remainder of the upper parts with 
ovate scales: colour of the whole auimal a very 
fine strong blue-green, with a suffusion of pmple 
combined, especially toward the back: abdomen 
pale or w~tish gI'een : tail of moderate 1 ngth, and 
lender. Linnreus observes that the abdominal 

scuta are of a wicfer or more dilated form in the 
middle than in other snakes: the colour appears to 
vary, so as to exhibit more or less of the blue 
tinge, which s.ometimes he comes the predominant 
colour, and in such specimens the abpomen i. 
paler r whiter tllan in others. There can be little 
doubt ~ut that t:le specimens figured on plate 67 
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of the second volume of Seba, under the name of 
Flosculus, are of this kind; the colour being pale 
blue, with a slight tinge of vio,let down the back, 
and the abdomen white. This beauti ful snake is 
a native of Surinam, and is a harmless species. 

IAJTIUX SNAKE. 

Coluber Lutrix. C. plumbeusJ dorso aurantiuJ abdominejlavo. 
Lead-coloured bake, with orange-mloured back and yello\., 

abdomen. 
Coluber Lutl'ix. Lin. S!Jst. Nat. p. 275. 
'Serpens eximia'Africana Cl'ocea, fronte albo. Seb. 2:t. 86./ 5. 
Duberria. Seb. 2. t. l.f. 6? 
Abdominal scuta 134, subcaudal scale 27. 

( , , 

THIS is a small but elegant Snake, usual1y mea-
suring nine or ten' inches or nea'r a Joot in length, 

"and being rather thick in proportion: the colour 
is described by Linmeus as yellow above and be­
neath, and blueish on the sides: he quotes, how­

. ever, no figure as a representative of the specie , 
but it is probably the Serpeus eJ:imia Africallil 
C1'ocea fronte alba of Seba, vol. 2. pI. 86. f. 5. 
which is said by that author to be of an orange­
colour above, with the upper part of the head and 
the abdomen white. It also seems to be the l)u­
berria of the same author, figured at pI. 1. £ 6. 
which is "described a.s J.llue above, with a middle 
range of small red specks, brown on the sides, 
and cinereous yellow beneath, and supposed by 
Seba to be a native of Ceylon, as "the orange-
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coloured one was of Africa. Linnreus a 19ns 
IlJdia. as the native country of his animal. It pro­
bably varies in colour, a specimen in the Briti h 
~fuseum being entirely of a lead-colour above, 
and white beneath: the scuta vel' narrow, and 
forming a white vitta 01' and dpwn the whole 

) under part of the animal, edg on each side by a 
line of subtrigonal black spots with de cending 
'poin ts; the whole agreeing most ~ccurately with 
the first-mentioned figure in Seba, though differ­
ing as to colours. To this I may add, that in Sir 

-H-ans S~oane's copy o~ that work, n<? v in the Briti h 
Museum, th~ above figure is coloured a in the 
specimen just'mentioned, in 0ppo ition to the 
printed description bf the author, in which -there 
may probably have been some mista~e. 

VA It. ? 

Schmahlbauchigte Natter. 11lerrem Bc!ltr. 1. p. 7. t. 1. 

THIS, which is desclibed and figured by Mer­
rem, is perhaps no other than a variety of the' 
Lutrix, differing only in having the tail rather 
more obtuse than in the Seban figures above lnen­
tioned': its colour is ~aid by Merrem to be pale 
chocolate-hrown above, blueish on the sides, and 
yellow on the abdomen: the abdominal scuta) 17, 
and the subcaudal scales SS 



GRAPHIC SNAKE. 

Coluber GrapbicllS. C. tintrros, supra lillei~ nigricantiblls cha­
rocteriformihus notatu8, ab~omine pallido .fuseo varioto. 

Cinereous Snake, marked above with blackish characteriform 
lines, and pale abdomen variegated with brown. 

Serpens de Macula Americana. Seb. z. t. 75.f. 3.? 
Abdominal seuta 143, subcaudal scales' 73 • . 
SIZE of Berlts: colour above glaucous. with a ' 

tinge of ferruginous, and marked aU over the 
back and sides with narrow black characteriform 
streaks in different directions~ and edged on the·. -
exterior side with small 10ngitl1din::l whitish 
marks, the edges of the scales be'~hg of that co­
lour: abdomen pale or white) the edges '01' sides 
cf the scuta (and in some parts the middle) 
marked with large square blackish-brown patches: 
tail long 'and slender, abdomen separated from tht 
upper parts by a 'veJY distinct· side-l!ne ~ head 
carce larger than the neck, of a longish form, 

and covered with large scales: behind each eye a 
large and long triangular dark patch, including 
an oval white one: described from a specimen in 
the British Museum. It also occurs in the Mu .. 
seum of Dr. Hunter. 

( 

,-
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COACH-W HIP SNAKE. 

Coluber Flagellum. C. longiMimus, gracillimus, [usC!'l, 
mine pallido. • 

Extremely long, slender, brown Snake, with pale abdomen. 
Coach-Whip Snake. Catesb. Carol. 2. pl. 54. 

THIS is a very long and slender species, mea­
'suring from four tn six feet or more in length: its 
colour is an uniform dusky brown, palest beneath: 
it is, according to Catesby, its fir t describer, 
~<f ery c~ctive and llimble, running very wiftly: 
inoffensive ,. - he Indians report, not without 
gaining many p os~ytes to their silly be1i f, that 
it will, by a jerk of its tail, separate a man in two 
parts." I t is a native of North America, and 110t 

uncommon in Carolina and . Virginia. 

CENCHOA SNAKE. 

Coluber Cenchoa. c.. albidus graciiis, Jasciis h'a1l$versi8 rlzombea­
tis Juscis, capite suhg lobo8o. 

Slender whitish Snake, with transverse rhomboidal 
bands, and subglobose head. 

Coluber Cencboa. LiTi. Syst. Nat. p. 389. 
Anguis de Cenc(}{Jtl Americanus. 8th. 2. t. 16.J. 2, S. 
Abdominal scuta 210, ~ubcaudal scales 124. . 

A REMARKAB~E specie&, growing sometimes to 
the length of tlu':!e or even foul' feet, yet sea} ~ely 
exceeding the thickness of a swan quill: head 
very large, and nearly gtobular: neck extre~ely 



CL0Y-DED SNAKE. 

thin: tail very long, measuring near a third part 
of the whole animal, and gradually tapering to 
the extremity: colour white or ,Yellowish, marked 
throughout the whole upper part from head to the 
end of the tail, with ~umerous transver f rhom­
boidal bars or patches of brown, the points dc­
scendin!:? on each side. 

CLOUDED SNAKE. 

ColuLe!" Ncuulatus. C. suf!lla1:l!Scens maeulis irrrgularibusfillcj4 
nebulatlls, abdomint pallido fuseo muculatu. . 

Yellowish Snak , clouded with irrcg'irar;?·.!b\;~ pots, with 
pale abdomen spccklecl \lith browl. ' 

Colllb~r ncoulatus. Lin. Syst. Nal.". 388. 
Serpens Ceilonica maclIlata. Seb. 1. t. IOO./. 4. 

crpens DipSQS lentigino a Amboinensis. Sth. 2. 1'. 44.f. 2!' 
Abdominal scuta 185, subcaudal cales 1. 

SIZE moderate, measuring about two feet in 
length: habit rather siender; bead rather large, 
and covered with large scales; tail of middling 
length, tapering rather suddenJy from the body, 
and gradually decreasing to the tip; colour of the 
wholS! animal yellowish brown, clouded with ine-, 
gular peep-brown or blacki h varieg'ations, form-
ing a ~ort of bands nearly surrounding the 1J0d" , 
with smaller spots and fr cKling intermixed: 
undel~ part pale, ~peckled with brown: native of 
America: w.~I.1 . figured in the work of Seba. The 
Colaber Zeyloniclls, of the G melinian edition of the 
Systema N atu~re can hardly be considered dis­
tinct from the present specie . 

/ 

\ 
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ORN AME T };D N AKE • 

.coluber Omalus. C.1Ii trrimus. rJlacu/is alMs jlOlcu/O$il ahdl)­
mille albo. 

Jet-black nakt', with white fiowet-shnpcd pot 
domell. 

erpcns Jaculus Aroboinen is pcrc!eltnns. Seb. . t. (.f. 1. 

Serpens Ceilanica pompo~a \"e te ornatu. ·b. 2. t. 61.f. 2. 
Srrprn5 Cei lonica clegnnti sima. Seb. 1. t. f».f. 7. 

A VEnY elegant and ingular pc ic : habh 
long and flagelJiform; mea urin oo about three fe t 
or otr. in length: colour of the tlpp r parts jet 
black, with 11 variecJ'ation, of, hich ,tho n 
the bead and tore )art, for the 1 ngt11 of a n'w 
inches, generally C' nsis,t of transver e white bar', 
while those on the-remaiuder are di po d into the 
form of rounded or ovate pot of difterent ize, 
and representing either )"0 aceous or tctrap talou 
flow rs attered o\"er the urr.'lee, and accom­
panied by smaller sinlple pots and pcckling : 
abdomen white: head rather mall than large, 
and of a longish form: tail rather 10nO', slend l, 

and tapering to a sharp point: nati,'e of ome of 
the West-Indian i lands, Mal'tinico, &c. and, ac­
cording to .. eba, of the Ea t-Indian island also, 
as Ceylon and Java. The patt rn varies a Jittl ' 
in different indi"idual , but the general appear­
ance is very imilar in all. 



VAR.? / 
SEBA describes and figures a snake extremely 

allied to the above in general appearance and pro­
portions, but of very different colours; the ground- ( 

. colour being a yellowish green, with the upper 
parts not variegated with floscular spots, but by 
numerous, short, double, red, transverse bands: a 
snake of this kind is preserved ill the British Mu-

urn, but, from having been long preserved in 
spirits,. exhibits only a yellowish white ~rOulia: -' 
colour with dusky variegations f'" ,'11f 5eba 2. t. 
56.j. 1: . ( ,. 

PINTADO SNAK~. 

Coluber Meleagris. C. niger, «lbo corif'ertim plULctatus, abdo­
;nine albo. 

Black Snake, thickly speckled with white, and with wbite ab-
domen. . 

Serpens Ceilonica excellentissima eleganter picta. Seb. 2. 
t. 32. f 2 . 

. rpens Babylonica Ccnchrus dicta. SdJ, 2. t. 52 . .f 3. 
Serpens Hispalcnsi s frontcm prre e ferclls vcnustissima\ll. Seb. 

2. t. 56. f 2. 

AU.JED in ome degree to the pre 'eding, but a 
perfectly di tillct species : habit long and slen 
mea uring about two feet 'in length: colour abov 
jet black, marked in a rhomboid pattern with n'u­
merous small roundish white pec1"s, regularly dis­
posed by fours oyer the wh.ole upper surface, till 
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the commencement of the tail, where they become 
,'>ingle, and are scattered over that part to the tip: 
abdomen ~hite: head rather small and hort, hut 
rather sharp-snouted : white, with bla k variega­
tions, a stripe passing across the nose, and a e­
cond across the eyes: the beginning of the neck, 
or rather the back part of the head, marked by a 
pail' of short longitudinal white streaks; tail of 
moderate length, tapering rather suddenly from 
the vent, and from thence gradually to the tip: 
described from a beautiful pecimen in the Leve­
ri.: ... Museum: Seba represents this specie a a 
native or v,~yla &c. 

MILIARY SNAKE. 

Coluber Miliaris. C.fuSCU8, albo punctatu8, abdomille albo. 
Bro vn Snake, speckled with w.bitc, and with white abdomen. 
Colubcr Miliaris. Lin . Syst. Nat. p. 380. 
Abdominal scuta 162, subcaudal scale ·t;9. 

LENGTH about a foot and half: thicknes fa 
finger: col.our on the upper parts brown, each 
scale marked by a white spot: beneath white: 
head ovate, with glaucous scales blacki h in the 
middle: lips marked by dusky streaks: tail about 
a fifth of. the whole length, and not very slender: 
native of South America. 
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PEARLY SNAKE. 

Coluber Perlatus. C. perlaccu.f, capite caudaqut thalassillis, 't;rr-
tice nlbro. .. 

Pearl-coloured Snake~ with sea-green head apd tail; the for­
mer marked by a red sp.ot. 

Serpens ex Nova Hispania, a J. Fabro Lyllceo, p. 774, delincata 
& Jescripta sub nomine Hispanico Ittag. ~eb. 2. t. 57.! 2. 

/ 

LENGTH about two feet and a half: habit ra­
ther thick than slender, except towards the end / 
~f the tail, which gi'adually tapers to a V}r.;,' at~ 
def point: body peart-co!ouredlfu ~dges of the 
scales being black; thus formi .g reticular c.ross­
ings of that colour: head laroe, of a sea-green 
colou)" and em' red with small scales, except 
about the nose, and between the eyes: on the top 
of the head a large deep red spot poinllug back­
wards: tail of moderate length, sea-green, with a 
few distant, scattered black spot : abdomen grey; 
native of New Spain. 

MARBLED SNAKE. 

Serpens bucculenta BrePtica. Scb. 2, t. 57.! 3. 

LE N GTH about ' three feet, and rather thick in 
proportion to its length: colour of the upper pal·ts 
brown, nriegated with white clouds: abdomen 
clouded in a similar manner: head rather thick, 
coyered with large scales: those on the body ra-
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ther large and of an ovate shape; tail about a 
third of the whole length, ,-ery thick at it oriO'in, 
but gradually tapering to a slender point; nati,-e 
of Dc£otia. 

AMl\IOBA TES. 

Colllber Ammobates Africanus ex Guinea. &h. 2. t. 7S.f. !l. 

LENGTH about three fed and a half, and mo­
del~. ly thick in proportion: colour a uniform 
deep bluelsil greJ' , both above and b n atb, with 
a row of moderattly distant, round, du ky pot 
on each side the body near tbe ahdom n: head 
rather large, covered with large cales, and of a 
rufous brown above: the scale on the wIlole 
upper parts of the body and tail are rather large, 
of an ovate hape, and finely fimbriated on the 
edges; tail of moderate length, and taperi11g to 
the e. tremity, but not very slend r: native, c 
cording to Seba, of Guinea. 



CROSSED SNAKE.. 

CoJuber Crucifer. C. albUl aerie cWrsal triplici macularum "igr~-
1"Um, intfl'mediis cruciatis. 

White Snake, with a triple dorsal series of black spots, tho>" 
of the middle range cross-shaped. 

Serpens Ceilonica crucifera. Stb. 2. t. 12.f. 2. 
Pcrlfarbne Natter. Merrem Beytl'. 2. t. 9· 
Abdominal scuta 184, subcaudal scales 66. 

A SlI!ALLISH species, of about a foot and a half 
in length: head rather small, and covered with 
large scales: neck slender:. body of :k~ 
thickness: tail tapering gradu y -t e ext2'e­
mity, whjch is sligh ly 1?oint'd: colour of the 
whole animal white, \\ ~(}1 a pe~rly tinge, and 
marked along the back by a series of small black 
spots in the form of a St. Andrew's Cross: along 
each side is also a row of black spots, but le~s 
distinctly cross-shaped than those of the middle4 . 
range: abdomen white, each fourth or fifth !>cu­
tum being marked at its edge or juncture with 
the sides by a black spot: head marked by black 
sutures. This species IS, according to eba, a . 
.native of Ceylon . . 
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PERUVIAN SNAKE. 

Coluber Peruvianus. C. alba n;gJ'oqu tus, aill/omme ro&tO. 

\ Blark-and-white Snake, with ro ('-coloured abdomen. 
\. ~erpens Peruviana elegan' iroa & rnra. . 2. t. 21./ 1. 

~ 
'fillS highly elegant niRe is d cr' b 

who informs us that it is a native of Peru, a 
rare species in European collections: the upper pa 
of the animal is variegated with blac and ",hit 
spots and marks; the side tinged with ello i 
ret:, vhile the belly or under part i of a ligb r d 
or rose-colour: it is said to be j nocent sp .­
cies, and to be chiefly found in e Spain: it i 
.one of those snakes which do not appear to be de­
scribed by LinnreuB, nor is the nu :r of its scuta. 
and squamre known: its ize seem to be nearly 
that of the common English nake, but its form 

. is rather thicker in proportion. Mr. rrem COll-

siders it as a Yariety of the Colluhtl"fJuliatus, but 
the peculiar form of its scales, and omt: other cir­
clll11 s fanc~s, seem to forbid thi . The 
original specimen itself seem 
Linkian collection at Leipzig; • ce 
apparently from the same dra\· g 'th ba', ill 
the Physica Sacra of Scheuchzel', vol. 7. t. 6:30. 
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BAl'DElJ SNAKE. 

CoJuber Pcthola. C. fuscoferrllginrol fasciis tran~erlis an­
gllstis albidi., abdomine albido. 

FC'Truginous-brown Snake, with narrow transverse wl .. ili~i, 
bands, and whiti~h abdomen. 

Coillber Pethola. Lin. Syir. Nat . ". 387. 
Coluber petalariu5. Lilt. S!Jst. ]I.-at. 1" 387. MIU. Ad. Frid. 

p. 35. t. 9.f 2? 
11 bdominal scuta 209. snbcandal scales 9(1. 

LENGTH from two to four feet : colour brown 
or ferruginous above; pale or white benedtlr-;-the 
~olour of the uppe~ part being transvers1), divided 
at equidistant intervals by nanow stripes or lin es 
of white running upw(lrds from the abdomen 
across the back, and thus marking the bro\\'n 
upper part into so many extremely broad zones: 
head rather small, covered in front with large 
scales, and marked above by a large, oblong, 
brown patch: tail of moderate length, tapering 
to a fine point. This species occasionally val ies 
as to the form of its zones, which in ome speci­
mens appear 'rather like rhomboid trans\'er e'" 
patches. It is a native of Afri ca. The C. Pela­
",rius of the J-fus. Ad. Frid. can hardly be con. 
sidel'ed as a species distinct from tlti . 



LEl\INlSCA TED SNAKE. 

Colllber Lemniscatus. C. albo-jla:vtG«lf8, Zl)tl;,. tripJicafu juSCo­
ftrrugilU:is . 

Yellowish-white Snake, with triple ferrugineous-brown band~ • 
. 90lllber lemniscatus. LiJl. $yst. Nat. p. 986. 

crpens, &c. Sth. 2. t. 10./4. 
''! rpcns anulIla tlls, &c. &0. rJ.. 27.1. 4. 

kbdominal scuta 250, SubcDudal cales 35. 

TH IS is a species of considerable elegance, being 
ofa slender habit, and of a white or yellowish co­
lour, lnarked throughout dIe whole length, at 
equal distances, by tripl e zones of bla.ck or d p 
brown entirely surrounding the body, and each 
separated from the next adjoining one by a nar­
row white stripe or line of the ground-colour: the' 
head is rather small, covered with large scales and 
marked across the Sllout by ' a double zone, of 
which the smallest division passe across the no -
trils, and the largest aero s the ye : the tail j 

rather short, and gradually tap r to the tip: the 
whole animal is of a smooth or hiuing surf,J c: 
it sometimes varies in the colour of it zon s. 
which, in a specimen repre cnted by Seba, are 
purple. It is a native of several parts of Asia. 
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Coluber Linmei, C. alhidus, zom5 trans'Ve.~si8 nigris 8ub-uificli3, 
abdomine nigro 'Variatl). 

Whitish Snake, with black sub-bifid transverse zones, and ab- / 
clomen variegated with black. 

Coluber lEsculapii. Lin. S;~st. Nat, p. 3~ o. 
Serpentis lEsculapii species: ~ &h. 2. t. lS . .f. 4. ? 

Serpens Ceilanica, &c. Sfb. 2. t . 76./. 2. 
Abdominal scuta 180, subcaudal scales 43. 

THIS is much allied in appearance to the lemnis­
catttS, generally measuring about a foot and hlllf, 
or two feet in length: its colour is pale or whitish, 
with a more obscure cast on the back, and is 
marked throughout by nearly equidistant black 
bands, each surrounding the body and divided 
half way up from tl e abdomen by a line or nar­
row stripe of the ground-colour;' thus g iving a 
bifid appearance to the lower part of each band: 
the abdomen is marked into black squares by the 
alternation of the bands beneath: the head is co­
vered with large scales, and marked on the fore 
part by a transverse black zone running across the 
eyes, and at the hind part by a somewhat broader 
band: the tail is of moderate length, and gradually 
tapers to a somewhat obtuse point. This snake is a 
native of So~th America, but is also said to occur 
in some parts of Asia. It i by I:.innreus termed 
Colubet JEsculapii, but since it is not very proba­
ble that it should have been the species dedicated 
to that deity by the ancients, there seems to be a 



GLOSSY SNAKE 

peculiar absurdity in the Linnman trivial name, 
which is therefore purposely changed. 

\ 

G LOSSY AXE. 
, r 
~~Illber Lubricus. C. albus, zO/liI a:quidistantiblll nigl'i • 
\ 'ite Snake, with equidistant b~a:h bands. 
Co uber lubrieus. Lill. S!Jst. Nat. Gmel. p. 1101. . 
Anguis lubricu, Africanlls, &c. Seb. 2. t. 43.j: 3. 

ALLIED to the C. lEsclllapii and temlliscat~\, 

but marked by single, equidi taRt, black oand : 
ground-colour white: head marked a 1'0 the 
snout by a black band, and at the top by two ob- . 
lique stripes nearly meeting at an angle in fi· nt: 
length about a foot and half: s~in remarkably 
smooth and glossy: native, according to Seba, of 
Africa. 

IIYGEIAN SNAKE. 

Coluber Hygcire. C. albus, 1.oni, suhundulatis lligris, capite IUIl­

gitudinaliter nigra jalCiato. 
White Snake, with subundulated black zoncs, and hcad fa 

ated longitudinally with black. 
Serpens Siamensi trenioli~, &c. Seb. 2. t. 34./. 5. 
Hygiiiens Natter. Merrem Beytr. 1. p. 24. t. 6. 

A SMA.LLISH species, of a white colour, barred 
with nu..memtis and sonlcwhat irregular black 
bands nearly surrounding the body, and in some 
parts alternating: head small, large- caled, aDd 
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marked by two broad longitudinal streaks uniting 
at the top of the snout: tail rather $hort and 
sharp-pointed. In the specimen described by Mr. 
Merrem a narrow dorsal reddish line is continued 
from head to tail, which is wanting in Seba's spe-/ 
Clmen. Native, accordin2' to Seba, of Siam. \ ,~ . ~ ~ 

" ) 
DOMICELLA SNAKE. 

Colub~r Domicella. C. albus, fasciis transversis numerosis ni­
gerrimis, subtus altematim cOllcurrentibus, lillea ahdominali ni­
gricante. 

White Snake, with numerous jet-black tranSVerS(2 bands meet -
ing beneath, and a blackish hbdominal line. 

Anguis bicolor clegantissimus l"lalabaricus. Seb. Z. t. 54.! ]. 
Coluber Dom.icella. Lin. S!Jst. Nat. p. 376. 
Var. Coluber. picatus. Nat. Misc. 'Vol. 9. pl. 340. 
Abdominal scuta I] S, subcaudal scales 60. 

A VERY elegant and harmless species, of a slen­
der haLit in proportion to its length, measuring 
about ' two feet or two feet and a half in length, 
and about half an in'ch in diameter: colour mil-k­
white, beautifu!ly ma1'ked throughout the whole 
length by very numerous., equidi tant, jet-black 
bands, attenuated on the sides, l1early meeting in an 
alternate manner under the abdomen, which is also 
marked by a continued wavy black line tlJrough 
the middle of all the scuta: head 'ery small, C9-
vered with large scaly plates, and black, with a. 
middle line of white at the back part: tail rather 
short, and gradually tapering to a point. Native 
of India: admirably figured in the work of Seba. , 



CHEQUERED SNAKE. 4 9 
This species appears to vary considerably in the 
number of its scuta and sqllamce subcaudales. It is 
pretended that the ladies in India sometime carry 
this snake in their bnsoms, and hence its trivial 
\name D01llicella. 
',I . 

\" 
CHEQUERED SNAKE. 

Serpens l'rIcxicann. P(tlacoall dicta dcganti!~ima. Seb. 2. t. 
63,f. 1. 

LE:\TGTH about three feet or morc: general pro­
portions those of the N atri,t,: colour of the upper 
parts yellow, crossed obliquely by red line I in 
such a manner as to divide the whole sUlface into 
numerous squares or lozenges, con isting of foul' 
scales each: head rather small, and oblong; co­
ven.'d in front. wi th large red scale : tail of mo­
derate length, ami gradually tapering to a very 
slender extremity: abdomen cinereOllS-yP.llow, 
with a few smallish tessellated red patches here 
and there. N ativc of Mexico. In the general 
disposition of its markings this snake is much 
allied to the Paragoodo, pI. ~O. of Dr. Russel's In­
dian Serpent (Hydrus palustris. . Schneid.) but 
must be ,a different species. 

V. III', P. II. 



BLAC K- H l!.A DED SN A KE. 

Coluber Melanocephalus. C. SUbfi,SCUS, subias albidus, capite 
nigro alba striato,fascia collari nig ra. 

Brownish Snake, whitish beneath , with black.head striPCd'tNitf, 
white, and a black band o,'cr the neck. 

Coluber melanocephalus. Lin. Syst. Nal. p. 3i t!. Mus. ~d. 
Friel. p. 24. t. IS .j. 2. ., 

Abdominal scuta 140, subcaudal scales 62. 

A SMALL species, of about a foot and a half in 
length: colour pale brown, whitish beneath: head 
black, with white di visions or streaks on the top 
auel sides, and immediately behind the head is a 
broad black collar. Native of America ? This 
species appears to vary greatly ill the number of 
its scuta. and subcaudal scales. 

ANNULATED S~AKE . 

Coluber Annulatus. C. griseus, ma€!llis dorsa/juus "otundisfusc~ 
pallido marginatis. . ' 

Grey Snake, with round brown dorsal spots, with pale margins. 
Colqber annulatus. Lill. Syst . Nat. p. 386. .Nfl/s . A d. Frid. 

p. 34. t. 8./ 2. 
Vipera Virf!;iniana maculis notata. Seb. 1. t . 72 . .f 6. alltZ 2. 

t. 13./2. 
Abdominal scuta 190, slIlJeaudal scales 96. 

L EN GT H about two feet or more: colour grey, 
with the back marked by .a longitucli,nal series of 
round or ovate deep brown spots , urrouncled with 
pale margins, and be~oming occasionally con-



fluent, especially to some distance down the neck: 
hfad rather large than small, and covered with 
large scales : tail of moderate length, and gra­
dually tapering. Native of America. Appears 
tp vary greatly in the number of abdominal and 
s l~icaudal scales. 

\ .... :--

DIPSAS. 

Coluber Dipsas. C. ClErulellS, 811btus lIlhidus, squamis margine 
albidis. 

Blue Snake, whitish beneath, with the scalci whitish on the 
edges. 

Colubp.r Dipsas. Lill. Syst. Nat . p. 386. 
Abdominal scuta 152, subcaudal scales 135. 

A RATHER small species: length about a foot 
and half or two feet: colour bright blue, paler 
beneath: scales, according to Linnreus, edged with 
white, and the tail, which is slender and sharp­
pointed, marked beneath by a blueish suture: 
the head rather large, somewhat angulated, ovate­
oblong, and obtuse: colour sometimes blueish 
green: native of Surinam, and said to be a poi­
sonous species. This snake, being avowedly a 
native of America, is not very happily named by 
Linnreus; the Dipsas of the ancients being an 
African Serpent. 



NEC KLAC .t: SNAKE. 

CoJuber Mouilis. C. aJbidllS, suprajascUs i.atisjuGcis, co!to supra 
maculis tribus albis. 

Whitish Snake, marked above by broad brown ba?ds, and ('i~b 
three white spots on the ncck. , y 

Colubcr Monilis. Lilt. Syst. Nat. p. 381. _I 
Abdominal scuta' 16+, subcaudal scales 82. 1, 

A SMALL species, measuring about a foot and 
half in len'gth: colour whitish: banded througb­

u the whole length with very broad transverse 
., .... _'ut' wn zones: abdomen plain: head of moderate 

size, whitish, bordered with brO\\"Il, and n~arked 
by three lengthened brown spots : on the upper 
part of the neck are three rOllnd white spots, 
forming as it were a half collar on that part: this 
&pecies is a native of .'outh America. 

DING-BANDED SN AK E. 

Colubcr Doliatus. C. lacleus, aT/1l1llis dorsabhus oral is, ap ­
pl'orimatis, nigris. 

Milk-white Snakc, markcd above by large, approximatcd, oval 
black rings. 

Coluber doliatus. lin. Syst. N'.It. p. 275 . 
. Magpie Snake. Naturalist's lJliscellaTl~. 'VOl. 7. pl. 254-. 
Abdominal scuta ] 6+, subcaudal scales 43. 

A SMALL, uut highly elegant, species: general 
length a foot and half, or two feet: colour milk­
white, with a sl~gth cast .of cream.-colour above, 
and m.arked down the whole length by large, oval, 
jet-black nngs, the ends of which approaching 
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each other on the top of he back, give the ap­
pearance of double hars: ill some specimen the 
sides of the body are marked by blacki h pots 
between each of the oval rings. Thi j a p r­
fectly harmless specie, auel is a nati,'e of arolina 
al1~ other parts of Korth America. 

COBELLA SNAKE. 

Colubl'r Cobella . C.julcw,jascii.t tra~rsilljllearibus cllroatil 
albidis, abdmnillC albo fasciis t ran wrsis Juscis. 

Brown Snake, with linear transversc whiti II ctln'cn band, and 
whitc abdomen with tran VCI' brown bands. 

Coluber Cobella. lin. Sy$l. Nat. p. 37 . 
erpentc'i Cu/u1las dicHe. Seb. 2. t. 2. j: 5. 

Abdominal ~Cl!ta 150, subcaudal scales 54: 

A SlllALL species: general length about ten 
or twelve inchc'i: colour bro\rn, with l1umel'OU 
cun'ed or undulating, whitish, tran er e, linear 
bands from head to tail : ahdomen white or pale, 
with numerous, alternate, emi-tl'an:;yer e, du ky 
bands: 'head of middling size, covered with very 
large scale ' : tail thin and taper. 'fhi:. snake varies 
ometime in colour, being blackish rather than 

browll , wjth similar whitish 01' pale marking. 



ROUGH SNAKE. 

Colubel'Scaber. C. griseus, jmco maculatu.8, slJIzamis el~ato­
cannatis. 

Grey Snake, spotted with brown, with the scales carinated by 

a rising point. 
Coluber Scaber. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 385. Mus. A/-111' p. 

36. t. 1O.j. 1. 
Rauhe Natter. Merrem. Reytr. 1. p. 34. t. 9. 
Abdominal scuta 228, subcaudal scales +4. 

LE GTH about a foot ang half: habit slender: 
head small, and marked at the back or neck with 
a few transverse streaks: the scales on the remain­
der of the animal Innall). and marked by a rising 
point on the back of each: thus causing a very 
percepti ble roughness on the skin: colour grey, 
marked throughout with a tl'iple row of "omewhat 
irregularly rhomboid and alternate brown spots 
with paler centres: abdomen pale, and marked 
on the sides with minute characteriform brownish 
streaks; tail slender: native of India. 
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ALGERINE SXAKE. 

Coluber l\l rLUI'U5. c.fu cus, lillt'is duabus dorsalibu$ 1ligns,iat(­
rib us nigra trallSlJersilll fasciatis, abdom;;It! atro. 

Bro ll'n Snake, with two biuck dor<al line ·, the sides trans­
ver,ly fasciated with black, and blad; 'Ibdomen. 

Coluber maurus. Lill. Sysf. Nat. Gtnel. p. 109 • 
Ab~.omillal scuta 152, subcauda! scales 66. 

: . ..., 

Or,' middle size: colour on the upper parts 
brown, with two black t! ll r~a l li l1c<i, f rom which 
descend on each side e\'eral black bands: abdo­
men black: natiYe of Algiers. 

HA NNA ClI. 

SLIGHT LV de cribed by Forskal, who tclIs us 
that it is entirely black, about a cubit in length, 
of the thickness of a. finger, and that its bi te ex­
cites a ~wellillg, though no otherwise dangerous: 
native of Arabia. 

HED- THROATED SNAKE. 

Coluber Jugularis. C. niger, jugula sanguillea. 
Black Snake, with blood-red throat. 
Abdominal scuta 195, subcaudal scale 102. 

COLOUR enti rely black, except the throat, 
which is blood-red: nati ve of JEgypt: described 
by Hasse1quist. . 



· 496, 

SIPEDON. 

Coluber Sipedon. Lill. Syst. Nat. p. 379. 

NATIVE of North America: observed by Kallll: 
colour entirely black, or deep brown: abdominal 
scuta 144, subcaudal scales 73. 

.--- ' , 

RED-SPOTTED SNA~E. 

Coluber Coccineus. C. niger, dorso }lavo macults rubris, abdo­
mine pallido. 

Black'Snake, with yellow back spotted with red, and pale 
abdomen. 

Coluber coccineus. Lin. Syst. 1'Tat. Gmel. p. 1097. 
Abdominal scuta 175, subcaudal scales 35, 

LENGTH from two to three feet or 111I')rp.: habit 
rather slender: head small: ground-colour black, 
with about twenty-three bright recl ovate- or ob­
tusely square spots along the back; the spaces be. 
tween being yellow; belly pale: natiyc of South 
America. 
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SPOTTED-SIDE SNAKE. 

Coluber OrdilJattls. C. ca:rui.:o-viresct'lIs, unea ~pillali olbido, 
ialeribllS jll8eo-7I1oclllosis. 

Blueish-green Snake, with wl~itish spinnlline, and sides potted 
\fith brown. 

Co)uber ordinatus. Lill. Syst. Nat. p. 379. 
Grc.'" Spotted nake. Catesb. Carol. ~. pl. 53. 
Spotted HiGband Snakc? Cate6b. 2. pl. 51. 
Abdominal scuta 138, subcaudal scales 72. 

GENERA L length from two to three feet: co­
lour blueish green, with blackish cloud and pot 
along the sides: ridge of the back whiti h: na­
tive of Carolina. 

WHITE-SKINNED SNAKE. 

Coluber Candi(ll1~. C. randitlus, maelllis dorsalibus ovalis mag-
1Iia jilsci~. 

White Snake, with large oratc Grown dorsal ~pct •. 
C?luber Candirlus. Lill. Sy.st. Nut. p.384. Mus. Ad. Irir7. 

p. 33. t. 7.J. I . 
Scrpen, ~clllapii Bra,i lirnsis. Scb. 2. t. 66./ 3,4. 
Abdominal scuta ~20, subcaudal scales 50. 

HABIT rather slender: length from two to three 
er fQur fect, or morc: colour milk-white, marked 
throughout with a row of ,'cry large, ovate, (Ieep­
brown, equidistant jJots f)r patches: each of the 
white scales on the .plain parts is also lIlarked in 
the middle with a brown speck: head brown, and 
covered with large scales: tail of moderate J~ngth) 
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gradually tapering to the extremity: native of 
South America. 

BROWN SNAKE. 

Coluber Fuscus. C. cincreo'.juscus, abdom.inc pallido, m.acula pos­--toculari fllsca. 
Cincl'cous-brown Snake, with pale ~Lbdomen, and brown spot 

behind the eyes. 
Coluber fuscus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 388. !lfu8. Ad. Friel. p. 32. 

t. 17.j. 1. 

Seb. 2. t. 71.f 1. t. 72.f. 1. and t. 87.f. 1. 

A\xIominal scuta 149, subcaudal scales 117. 

A MODERATELY large species, growing to four 
feet or more in length: colour cinereous brown, 
sometimes tinged with blueish, or with olive co­
lour, or ferruginous: abdomen pale: head ·ra ther 
small than large, and marked behind the eyes with 
an oblong brown patch: tail about a fifth or the 
whole length, gradually tapering to a point. .r T a­
tive of several parts of Asia. 

( 

,. 



GREY S NAKE. 

Coluber Canus. C. CJUW8, fasfii~ f rmls'rrrsih' dJscurU, Iot(rill111 
alba pUIlc/atis. 

Grey Snake, with obscure lraIlS\'Cr5e lJ roWIl band, and ides 
speckled with white. 

Coluber canu. Lill. Syst. Nat: p, 382. !tIllS. Ad, Friel. p. 31. 
t. ! 1.f. l. 

Abdominal ~cuta 188, subcaudal scales 70, 

DESCRIB ED by Linn a: us in the Museum Adol- . 
phi Fridtrici : the specimen W~ about a foot long, 
and of scarcely a finger's thickne3s: head ovate, 
angular, and covered with large s al .; body 
grey, with obscure brownish transver e band, Oil 

each side of which are two white sp ck, thus 
constituting a row on each side the body l1 ear the 
abdomen: tail abc}Ut a fifth of the whole length, 
.slender, and round : nati\"(~ of South .:\werica . 

• 
CAPE SNAK E. 

-ScqJcns AfriCll na annuiatn, x promontorio nODIr pei. Seb. 
2. t. 4.uJ 4. 

LENGTH about two feet: co1our above pale 
blue, with numerous moderately distant, uouble, 
red bands, like those of the Linnrean C . .lEsculapii, 
but narrower, surrollnding the body: head small, 
COy {'red with large scales, rllld marked by .a broad 
red b~nd passing across the eyes; at the back of 
the head by a much broader band:. abdomen pale 
rufous: tail ofmoe:.lerate length, gradually tapering 
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to a sharp point; native, according to Seba, of the 
Cape .of Good Hope. 

ANGULAR SNAKE. 

Colubcr Angulatus. C. Sll~rUSCIlS, ./tlsciis trallS'l'cl'sis lal/ccola/is 
nigricalttibus, suvtus alterllutim COIlC/IlTCII,'ivus. 

Brownish Snake, with bremo tranS\'cr~c iUllceolate bhlcki~h 

bands, meeting ahernatcly beneath. 
Coluber angulatus. Lill. Syst. Nat. p. 31,'. 
Serpens vel Sepcdon Amel'icanus. Seb. 2. t. 'i J.,! 1 ? 
Abdominal scuta 117, bubcaudal scales 70. 

Ji.ENGTH from two to three feet: colour pale 
brown, with broad: equidistant, transverse, black­
ish lanceolate fascire throughout the whole length, 
continued round the body, but in an irregular or 
altenlating manner beneath the abdomen: heau 
rather small, and covered with large scales; those 
on the rest of the body of moderate size, and dis­
posed into a.bout nineteen longitudinal rows; and 
as each scale is pretty strongly ca;'inated, the body 
appears as it were polygonal or angular: tail of 
moderate length, and g radually ta.pering· to the 
tip: native of the East Indies, according to Lin­
nrel.lS, but, if a. snake described in Seba and quoted 
by Linnreus, be really the same species, it occurs 
also in South America: it is observed tctvary con­
siderably in the number of its abdomin 1 and s~b", 
caudal scales. 



C_£RULEA~ SNAKE. 

Coluber Cxrulclts. C. clZrulescetl4, squamis allero lalere aJbi , 
abdomille a/boo 

U1uebh Snake, with the scales white on one ide, and whit 
abdomen. 

Co]uucr ca'ruleus. Lili. Syst. Nat. p. 377. 
Abdomi nal scuta 165, subcaudal scales 24. 

ALLIED in colour to the Linnrean Dip a , being 
blue above, with the lower margin of the cales 
white; abdomen white: head of moderate ize: 
tail rather short, slender, and tapering to the tip: 
general lengt h about a foot and a half or two f t: 
native of South America. 

LIV 1 D SNAKE. 

·Coluber Saturnillu3.\ C. lividus, jasciis aI/gust;' tranS'Ctrsj, ci­
llereis. 

Livid Snake, with narrow traPlsverse rinercous badd •. 
Coluber Saturninus. Lill. Syst. Nat. [1. 384. 1\1us . .Ad. hid. 

p. 32. t. 9.f. 1. 

Abdominal scuta 147, subcaudal scales 120 • . 

·DESCUIBED by Linnreus in th Museum Adoi­
phi Friderici: head broader than the body, de­
pressed, oblong, lead-coloured: eyes very large: 
trunk liv·jd, somewhat clouded apove with narrow 
cinereous bands: ~ajl round, and measuring about 
a third of the whole animal: a hamlless species ~ 
native of South America: length about two feel.; 
habit rather slender. 



r E D BEAD SNAKE. 

Coluber Guttatus. C. "iger, dorsa }laVa lIiaculis I'Ubri3, abdo. 
mine Jusco variegato. 

Black Snake, with yellow back spotted with red, and abdomen 
variegated with dusky. 

Coluber Guttatus. Lin. S!J8t. Nat. p. 385. 
Bead Snake. Catesb. Cnrol. 2. t .• 60. 
Abdominal scuta '2'27, mbcaudal scales 60. 

DESCRIB E D by Catesby: general length about 
two feet, but grows to a much greater length: 
ground-colour black, deepest on the back and 
faintest on the belly, where it is tlisposetl into a 
kind of squarish variegations: the upper part of 
the body is adorned with large spots ot' a bright 
red colour, between whi ch, at regular distances, 
are yellow spots: the sides are spotted with black : 
the tail measures aLout a sixth of the whole leIlgth. 
This species is a native of Carolina, and, accord­
ing to Catesby, resides uncleI' ground, being rarely 
seen on the surface, but is often dug up in djg:' 
ging for potatoes, &c. and is a perfectly harmless 
animal. It seems greatly allie'd, except in the 
number of abdominal an~ subcaudal scales, to the 
Red Spotted Snake before de cl'ibed. 



DOUBTFUL S r ARE. 

Cobra Amcritana. Seb. 2. t. 21.j. 3. 

LE iliOTH about fifteen inche , and moderately 
thick in proportion: head rather large, and c 
verecl with small scale, neck thick: colour white, 

. with extremely broad numerous transver e r d 
oars, many of which are bifid on the side ; tail 
rather taper· but not sharp-pointed, . and marked 
above by a deep red ulldulJting stripe f alter­
nately confluent marks in some degree imilar to 
those on the yiper, to which tribe thi pc ie 
seems to belollg: the head i · white above, with 
two small oblong red marks in the middle: abdo­
Illen pale red: described merely from Seba' fjO'ure. 
Notwithstanding the viperine character mentioned 
in Seba's ,-cry slight description, the engravillO' 
has something of the appearance of an Auguis. 
and mll t be considered as douhtful. . 

AGl LE S. AKl::. 

Colubcr J\giii. C. fasciis a/lunis albis ~. Jil'LiJ, rapilt: ]Jon:u. 
calida breri. 

Snake with alternate white :tnd brown banJ ." ~mall hew, nnu 
short tail. 

Coluber agilis. lin. SlIft. Nat. p. 38l. MilS. Ad. Ii id. p. 27. 
t. '2 J.j. 2. 

Abdominal ~cuta 184, subcaudai Jcaies 50. 

'D.F:SCltIBF:D by Linnreus ill the Mu cum AuoI­
phi Friderici. He~u small, ~nd cO\'ered witb. lal'~ 
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scales: eyes small: teeth minute: body slender 
. and smooth; length abuut a span: colour white, 
with numerous, broad, brown bands, surrounding 
the body, but ~'arrower below than above: scales 
on the body smallish, the skin, according to the 
11 ure in the work above mentioned, appearing 
between them, so as to cause a kind of reticular 
variegation on the brown annuli: tail short, taper, . 
but rather obtuse: native of Ceylon. 

FLAT- N OSED SNAKE. 

Coluber Simus. C. lIigricans, alba tranS'Vt'rsim fasciatus, nlUll1 
sirna. 

Blackish Snake, with white transverse bands, and turned-ul! 
nose. 

Coluber simus. Lin. S!Jsf. Nat. p. 275. 
Abdominal scuta. 124, subcaudal scales 46. 

LE NGT H about a foot and half: head rather 
large, roundish, the nose flat in front, aQd turned 
up into a slightly pointed tip: between the eyes a 
black curved band, and on the . top of the head a 
white cross-shaped mark with a black central spot: 
body blackish or deep-brown, with white variega­
tions so disposed as to form a kind of transverse 
band : abdomen dusky: native ofN Oi'th America. 



PADERA SYAKE. 

Coluber Pad era. C. albUJ, matu/is dor$d/Wut f/J$Cu UntOla con­
neris, laferalibu8 simplicibus. 

White Snakt', with blackish dorsal spots , ('onnected by a line, 
and simple lateral spots. 

Coluh~r Padera. li.1I. Syst. Nat. ,p. 382. 
Abdominal scuta 198, subcaudal scales 56. 

OF this snake litt.le more seems to be known 
than what · may be coll~cted fl hort de­
scription of its colours given jn the ystema N a­
turre, viz. that it is wbite, with a dor aJ range of 
double black spots connected by a commun line; 
the sides being marked by a row of simple spot 
of similar colour. It is a native of India. 

A USTRA LASIAN SNAKE. 

Colukr jILsco-nigricanJ,jla'Vo punctatus, srufis br~simu, abtlomine 
jU8CO jlav<XJue nebulato. 

Blackish-bro\'in Sn,a.ke, speckled with yellow, with very narrow 
scuta, and abdomen clouded with brown and yel\ow. 

A LARGE snake, measuring nine or ten feet in . 
length, and being rather slender in proportion: 
colour above vt:ry deep or b1acki h brown, varie­
gated with numerous yellow specks, which varie­
gation is chiefly owing to each of the black Qf 

dark-brown scales being m~ keel on the middle' by 
an ovate yellow spot: on the ides of the body 
many of the scales are yello.w on qne half and 
b1ack 0Jl the other; and by degrees appear mor~ 

v. II ~ P. II. SS 



CVANEAN SNAKE. 

tinged with yell was they approach the abdomen, 
which is clouded with a mixture of brown and 
yellow: tne head is smalI, covered in front, as in 
most of the innoxious snakes, with moderately 
large ,scales: the teeth rather large, ,and so far as 
could be judged from the dried specimens hither­
to examined, unaccompanied by any poisonous 
fangs: the abdominal scuta remarkably narrow, 
scarce extending from side to side more than a 
fourth of the diameter of the body: the tail short, 
and gradually tapering to a slender point. The 
number of abdominal scuta an~ subcaudal scales, 
from the 'imperfect manner in which the dried 
skins have been -imported, is not ascertainable. 
An extremely good general representation of this 
species may be found in 1\11'. White's J oumal of a 
Voyage to New South Wales, as well as of some 
other Aust.ralasian snakes, 'which havc hitherto 
been only described m a cursory manner, from 
dried specimens. 

CY ANEAN liN AX-E • 

. Coluber Cyaneus. C. cyaneus, suhtta 'llircscC1l8. 
Deep-blue Snake, gre nish beneath. 
Coluber cyaneus. Lin. 8yst. Nat. p. 380. 
Anguiculus Surinamensis cyaneus. 8th. 2. t. 43. j. 2. 
Abdominal scuta 119, rubcaudal scales 110. 

A RATHER small species: allied in colour, ~ 
well as in shape, to .the Ahtetulla, being of a deep 

, blue above, and greenish beneath: head of mode-
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rate size, longish, and large.;scaled : tail long, gra­
dually tapering to a point: native of South Arne:" . 
rica. In Seba's specimen, referred to by Linnreus, 
a narrow red line divides the sides from the ab­
domen. 

SI.BON SNAKE. 

Coluber Sibon. C.j~rrugineus albe 'liebl/latus, corpore s,uhcom­
presso. 

Ferruginous Snake, clouded with white, with subcomprcs eel 
body. 

Coluber Sibon. LilI. Syst. Nat. p. 383. 
Serpens Africana nb Hottcntottis ibon dicta. &b. 1. t. 14./4. 
Abdominal scuta 180, subcuudal ~cale 85. 

SOMEWHA T allied in general appearance to the 
Co/ubel' nebulMus, but rather shorter in propor­
tion: body laterally compressed: head short, 
flattish, and considerahly larger than the neck, 
pale, and speckled with brown: remainder of the 
upper piuts ferruginous clouded with white: ab­
domen pale clouded with brown; tail of moderate 
length, gradually taperin g to the tip: the peci­
men figured in Seba, and referred. to by Ljnnreus, 
is described as of brighter colour, the ground­
colour being yellowish, and the variegation ru­
fous and brown. I cannot forbear expre jng 
some suspicion that thi snake and the nebulatus 
l~ay in reality be the same sp"cie : at all e.vent , 
if they a 'e not, they afford a very triking proof 
of the inet1i~a('y of the Linnrean peeifie characters 
~ttcmpted from th number of scuta and squamre. 



DINGY SNAKE. 

Coluber Exoletus. C. griseo-ciEruleict1ls, capite Dblollgo !Uprt,. 
I siusculo, tabUs gulaque ulbis. 
Brueish-grey Snake. with oblong flattish bead, and white lips 

and throat. 
Coluber exolctus. lin. Syst. Nat. p. 385. 
Abdominal scuta 147, subcaudal scales 132. 

DESCRIBED by Linnreu~ in the M,useum Adol­
phi Friderici: length about three feet: habit of 
the Ah(lJtulia: colour blueish grey: scales on the 
body obtuse, and arranged in eleven rows: . head 
oblong, flattish : Jips and throat white: tail more 
tha;n a third of the whole length, slender, and pale 
beneath: native of South America. 

DHARA SN AKE. 

Coluber Dhara. C. cllpreo-grisells subtus albus, sqvamOrKm, 
margillihlJ,~ albicantihus. . 

Cupreous-grcy Snake, white beneath, with the edges of the 
scales whitish. . 

Coluber Dhara. lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 1111. 
Abdominal scuta 235, subcaudal scales 48. 

DESCRIBED by Forskal: native of Arabia : 
length more than a cubit: thickness less than 
that ' of a finger : colour above cupreous grey, 
with the edges of the scales whitish: beneath 
white: head ovate and obtuse; covered with large 
scales, of which that in the middle or bet veen the 
eyes is larger than the rest; 



TYRIAN SNAKE. 

Colubcr Tyria. C. albichis, maculis rh(JfTfbcisfuScU in tripli.ci. 
Whitish Snake, whith a triple series of d,usky rhomboid spots. 
Colubcr Tyria. Lin. Ly,t. Nai. Gnu't. p. 11ll . 

Abdominal scuta 210, subcaudal scall's 83. 

DESCRIBED by Hasselqutst; colour whitish, 
with a triple longitudinal series of dusky rhom­
boid spots: native of Egypt., 

PELlA SNAKE. 

'~olubcr Pelias. C. suhfuscus fasciis tranS'Vmis duplicam "p, 
subtus viridis, linea lateralijlava. 

Brownish Snake, with double transl'Crsc blltck bands, beneath 
green, with a yellow lateral line. 

Coluber Pelias. Lill. Syst. Nat. Gn/el. 1111. 
Abdominal scuta 187, 8ubcaudal scales 130. 

SUFFICIENTLY described in its specific c-harac· 
ter: observed by Linnreus in the l\Iuseum of De­
geel' : native of South America, and said to occur 
also in India. In the distribution of its colour it 
seems allied to the Coluber o.rnatus. 

EGG SNAKE. 

-Colubcr Ovivorus. Ln. Syst. Nat. p. 385. 
Abdomin~l scuta 203, subcaudal scales 73. 


