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may perhaps be considered as a doubtful species: 
in the number of its abdominal and subcaurlal 
scales it agrees pretty nearly with the C. Constric­
tor, which' is also reported to be a destroyer of 
eggs. 

SWIFT SNAKE. 

Coluber Cursor. C. 'Oircscenl, striis du.ali1ts dorsalibu8 linea/o­
• maculatis albis, latcribus abJominequc albi.dis. 
Greenish Snake, with two dorsal stripes of linear white spots, 

and whitish sides and abdomen. 
La Couresse. Cepede O'llip. 2. p. 281. pl. 14.f 2. 
Abdominal scuta 185; subcaudal scales 105. 

DESCRIBED by Cepede from a speCimen in the 
Royal Cabinet at Paris: length near three feet: 
colour greenish above, with two .longitudinal rows 
of small, longish, white spots: sides and abdomen 
whitish: htad covered with large scales: tail of 
moderate length, and gradually tapering to the 
t:p: said to be a remarkably timid and swift spe­
cies, generally escaping with great rapidity when 
discovered: native of the island of Martin~co. 



HICKANELLA SNAKE. 
, 

CoJubet Hickanella.. C. albus, c.:rruleo gllflatus, abdomint Cln'1I-

leo maculato. ' 

White Snake, speckled with blue au Yt', and varirgnlcd wlth 
blue on the a.bdomen. 

Serpens lIikkanella Amerieanu~ . , &b. 2. t. i 5 . .f. 2. 

A REA U TIFU L species : length about two feet 
and a half: thickness moderate: llead oblong, 
large-scaled, white, with the sutnres or divi ions 
of the scales blue: remaiuoer of the upper parts 
white, with numerous small blue spots, disposed. 
. a rhom boid pattern: abdomen white, trans­
versI), tesselated in some parts with blue: tail ra­
ther short, gradually tapering to the tip: native, 
according to Seba, of South America, frequel;t­
ino- houses, and being very useful in destroying 
Jats, ,&c. 

BOAFORlII SNJ),KE. 
'. 

CoJuber Boreformis. C. alhidus,jlUco 'Ooriegfltlls. ohd(lIlli~e albo, 
scu/is brf'vissimis. , 

Wbitish Snake, with ' bro\\'n varirgations, white beneath, with 
very short s·cuta. . . 

Pedda Poda. Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 27, 28, 30. pl. 22,23, 24. 
Bora. Russ. I nd. Serp. p. 44. pl. 39. • 
Abdominal scuta 252, subc8udai scaies 62. 

LENGTH of the specimen described by Dr. Rus .. 
sel about two feet and a half, but supposed to 
srow much larger: habit thick . and hort, with 
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moderately large oblong-ovate head, covered with 
large scales, and short, sharp,.pointed tail: colour 
of the upper parts very pale or wltitish brown, va­
rfegated on the back and sides by large an<l small, 
irregularly formed, deep-brown patches and &pots, 
those on th~ sides being mostly ocellated : 'body 
covered with very small scales, the three rows next 
the abdomen being much larger than the rest: 
abdomen white, the scuta being remarkably nar­
row or short, and furnished with reddish margins; 
the under part of the tail is variegated. with black 
and white: native of India! an animal of"great 
strength, wreathing round the arm, if held for a 
short time, in such a manner as to numb the hand' 
not poisonous; its bite pro4ucing no other effe~t 
than that qf temporary paint 

VAR.? 

nora. Ru&s. Ind. Serp. pl. 39. 
.. 

THIS seems to be no oth~J" than the same spe~ 
des of a much Jarg!!r size: disposition of scal~s 
and colburs the same, but the ground-colour 
white, and the tail furnished beneath with several 
scuta ' or undivided lamellre towards the tip, or 
after those immediately succeeding the ,vent; 
while the tip itself is again terminated by a few 
divided scales: but the number of the whole, taken 
together, amounts to the same, within a trif1~, a~ 
in the first-mentioned kind. Found at Calcutta" 
wpere it is pretended that its bite i& very soon' fol-



MUCOUS SN AKE. SlS 

lowed by eruptions on different parts of the body, 
though it does not prove fatal in Ie s than ten or 
twelve days: but this is, in a.ll probability, 
mere popular error, 

~' Alt.? 

Pedda Poda. Russ. t. !lS, 24, 

WITH the general habit, colpur, &c. of the first­
described species, but with larger scale in propor­
tion: p.erhaps a ~exual.difference: vent, a in both 
the p):eceding, large, semilunar, and dged with a 
doubl~ row of small scales: on each side th vent 
is also C). short, curved, spur-shaped, or hom-like 
pro,cess. This snake is said to grow ~o a very large 
size, having be,en seen of the length of nine 0)" teu 
feet.. . 

MUCOUS SNAKE. 

Colubcr Mucosus. C. ClCl'uie.JCCIS, capite anglliuto, lobus tran.­
ursim nigl'CJ striatis. 

Blueish Snake pale beneath, with o.n{,rular head, and lips ilripcd 

'transversly with black. ' 
Colubcr mucosus.' Lill. Syst. Rat. p. 388. MUI. Ad. Fdd. 

p. 37. t . !l3.f 1. 
Abdominal scuta ~OC, sub caudal ~cales 140. 

THIS snake is describeJ by Linnreu in the :1\1u-
se Adolphi F 'iderici: it is 1)ot remarkable for 

}~alfy thing particular in its appearance, but. seems 
. to b~ r",ther a small specie, measuring about a 



·C.ERULESCEN'T SN'AKE. 

foot and half in length, of which the tail mea­
SUl'es a third part; the colour is blueish, paler 
heneath; the head angular, the eyes large, and 
the lips marked with black bars; it is a native of 
South America: it seems to be a species rather 
indistinctly described, and to demand farther ex­
amination. 

C.lER-ULESCEN T, SNAKE. 

Col~bC1' Crerulcscens. C. ca;ruiesCl1ls capite ael/minalo, abdo-
llIi/l,e plano. . 

Crerulescent Snake, with poin"ted head and flat :.tbdolUen. 
Coluber crerulesccl1s. 1.in: Syst. Nat. p. 339. Mus. Ad: Frid. 
, p, 37. t, 20.f. 2. 
Abdominal scuta 215, subcaudal scales 170. 

'WITH the general habit of Alnctullu: length a 
foot and half; colour blueish, paler beneath: ab­
domen flat: head ovate, and acuminate: tarI 
l'Ound and about a fourth of the whole length, 
gradually tapering to the tip: native of South 
America. This 'also seems to be an obscure 
species. 



---

SMOOTH SNAKE. 

Co.luber Au~tria('us. C. griseo-mrlllcscens 1I1!Oissimu~, SCI 'I: dor­
safi duplici macularum nifarum, lateribus abdomi/ltqll nyu­
untibm. 

Blueish-grey poli hed nake, with a doublr dor III TOIV of ru-
fou~ spots, and Tufe 'cent . ides and nbJomcn. 

Coronella Austrillca . Laurrnti Arnpn.ll. S-I-. I. 5./ l. 
La Lisse. Cfpedc Serp. p. 158. 

Abdominal scu ta 178, subcaudal calrs 46. 

THIS snake, which in it ge'neral appearance 
and manners bears a con iderable resemblanc to 
the NatrLl', seems to ha\'e been fir t described a 
a distinct species by Laurent i, who, in his W I'k 
on the Amphibia, has oi tiogui bed it by the title 
of Coronella. Austriaca, being common in the 1'­

gion round Vienna. It is al 0 found in Fran'c 
and several other parts of Europe. Its prin 'ipal 
mark of distinction from the ~ atrix i. the 'p 'rfe ,t 
smoothness of its seal s; tho e of' the N atrix being . 
somewhat carinated: it colour on the llrp r part 
~s blueish grey, inclininO' to rufou 011 the. i.l(·· 
an~ abdomen: alonD' the back run ad uble 1'0\\ 

of alternate rufous pot : a few others, som ",bat 
less distinct, appear along each ioe, and the ah­
domen i's variegated with patche of a imilar 
cast: the eyes are red, and through. them, fr m 
the nostrils to the back of t11C cheek, pa e ' a 
narrow rufous stripe: t,"O moderately larcrc pot 
a ~~·appear .at th~ back of the head, immediately 

.~ ~ -.J,eyond the large scales: in a 'young state the ab­
- domen is often f a much bri hter c t, or r d : 



CATENATED SNAKE. 

wl1ile the colour of the upper parts is more obscure. 
This animal inhabits moist meadows, hedges, watry 

( places, &c. It 1S of a fierce disposition in its wild 
state, biting with much eagerness such animals as 
happen to attack it, but is incapable of producing 
any i~jury, being unprovided with poisonous fangs, 
and is easily tamed, in which state it shows a con­
siderable degr~e of attachment. It occasionally , 
varies somewhat in colour, the upper parts having 
a strong tinge of rufous, and the abdomen of 
dusky brown or even blackish, while the sides 
have a cast of yellow or green. 

CATENATED SNAKE. 

Cqluber Catenatus. C. aZbidus, supra macllli~' qlttldratis jwcis 
te~'sclatis, qbdornjllcfasciis latis SUlfWiCis distalltibllS. 

" Thitish Snake, tes~elalcd above with square brown spots, and 
inarked on the abdomen by very di tant, broad dusky bands, 

Abdominal scuta 147, subcaudal scales 78, 

LENGTH about two feet: colour pale or whitish: 
marked above by numerous square brown spots 
alternately disposed, ~nd joining at the angles: 
abdomen pale or white, with six or seven very di~­
tant, broad, dusky, transver e bands, one of which 
is placed immediately beneath the throat: head 
small, ,white on the sides, and brown on the top, 
but marked by a white bar across the nose, join­
jug with two large white marks over the eyes,"-&! 
thus oonstituthlg a kind of reversed horsesho~ 

shaped white spot on the head ; from behind each 



CINEREOUS SNAKE. 

eye proceed two dusky lines toward the back of 
the jaw: .tail long, slender and tapering to a 
point: described frpm a pecimen in the Briti h 
Museum. 

CIXEREOU SXAK E. 

Colubcr Cinereus. C. cillrrCllS, abdomille albido, CQua(, supra 

fuseD I'ctieulata, subtus traIlST:t'rsi1ll iiI/rata. 
Ciner!'ous Snake, with ,~hi t(' abdomen, tail rcticulatc.'d nbMI' 

with brown, and linealI'd tran';versly lx'nentb. 
Coluber cincrells. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 3S~. Itfll8. Ad. Fn/f. 

·p.37. 
Abdominal sauta 200, subcaudul scales 1S7. 

HABIT of Natrix: length about two feet: co~ 

lour cinereous: head ovate, convex: eyes large: 
lips marked by transverse black stripes: tmnk 
covered by nineteen rows of small smooth scale. : 
abdomen white, and slightly angular: tail more 
than a third of the whole; flatti h beneath, with 
the scales edged with brown above, and ~ppearing 
reticulated, and· transversly lineated ben ath: 
'native of the East lndie . 



HORSESHOE SNAKE. 

Coluber Hippocrepis. C.li'Cidus fuStO maculatlls, occipile falda 
IlInlllata reversa. 

]jvid Snake, spottell with brown, with a reversed lunulated 
band on the hind part of the head. 

Colub r Hippocrepis. Lin. SY6t. Nat. p. 388. 
Abdominal scuta 232, subcauda! sc;ales 9+. 

A S1I:I:A LL species: length little more than a foot: 
colour livid, with a row of pr.ett)' closely placed 
round' brown spots ,down the back, and two or 
three row of much ~maller alternating ones down 
the sides: bead of moderate size, marked by a 
transverse arcuated brown band between the eyes, 
a11d by a larger horseshoe-shaped b~nd on the hind­
head, the divisions pointil1g backwards: abdomen 
pale: tail of middling length, tapering gradually 
~9 the tip: nati\'e of America. 

se UTATED SXAKE. 

Colubcr Scututus: C. ate/' scutis latissimis. 
Bln.ck Snake, with extremely broad scuta . 
. Coluber scutatus. Lin. S!Jst. Nat. Grnel. p. 1102. Pall. it. 1. 

p.459. 
, ,Abdominal scuta 190, subca~dal scale 50. 

HABIT of N atrix: length neat four feet: co­
lour entirely black, except that the abdomen"'b-. 

. marked ' alternately on ' each side with a .row of 
smallish, square, yellowish white spots: scuta r,e-



MINERVA'S SNAKE. 

'markably wide, extending on each side in such a 
manner as to 'embrace near two thirds of the body: 
tail somewhat pyramidal, vel' 10nO", and flatti 11 
beneath: this species was ob erved by Dr. Palla 
about the borders of the river Ya.ik, occ ion lIy 
frequenting both land and water. 

IlNERYA'S SNAK E. 

Coluber l\1men~. C. gial/"'J8,jflscia dors.:.!ijrI8M, t:t1pitejflfct 
triLus. 

Glaucous Sna~ with a brown band d<.o ... ·n the back, .auu lhr' 
'on the head. 

Coluber MinerVa!. Lill. S1lft. Nat. p. 3 8. M,If. Ad. End. 
p.36. 

Abdominal scuta 238, ~ubcauda l scak .90. 

DESCRIBED by Linnreu in the l\Iu eum Ad01-
phi Friderici : length about a foot and half: thi k­
ness greater than that of a swan quill: colour 
glaucous, with a broad, lonO'itudinal. brown band 
~owu the back, and three lOTl<ritudin al baud on 
the head, two which pass through t}lC eye : hl'ad 
oblong, ovate, convex, and smooth: eyes large: 
~ail slender, and measuring about a third of the 
whole length: on eadl side the body, towards 
the tail, is a narrow dusky line: the scale on the 
whole animal are smooth: nati\'e of the Ea t In­
~ies. The Snake, being con idercd as the emblem 
9f Wisdom,· was con sec 'ated to l\1inerva by t11e 
~ncient Greek) but the partiGular pecie it would 

. be in vain to. conjecture. 



CASPIAN S ,rAKE. 

COluber Caspius. C. supra altematim jU&CD jla'floque jasciatu., 
SUiJtllS jla'Ous. 

Y cllow Snake, marked above by alternate brown bands. 
Coluber Caspius. Lin., S!Jst. Nat. Gmel. p. 1112. Uptcliin, it 

p. 317. t. 1. 

Abdominal scuta 198, subcaudal scales 100. 

THIS snake is said to be found toward the 
shores of the Caspian sea, in low grounds, and 
bushy places: when disturbed, it first endeavours 
to escape, but if pursued or irritated, springs for­
wards on its assailant with great fury, though in­
capable of doing any injury by its bite: its colouri 
are sufficiently described in the specifi~ character :' 
it is said to grow to the length.of five feet or 
more. 

DO:!tlEST1C SNAKE. 

ColnDer Domcstieus. C. gl'ileuS,juSCD maculatus, macula gl!'l1lina 
11igra inter Dculos, 

Grey Snake, spotted with brown, with a double black spot bc-

tween the eyes. ' 
Coluber Domestieus. Lin.. Syst. Nat. p. 389. 
Abdominal scuta 245, subcaudal scales 94. 

THIS sEFcies is a native of Barbary, where it is 
said to be in a manTler domestic, being very co~n­
mon in the houses of the inhabitants, and consi-
4ered as a perfectly hannless, and even u,seful in.-



HALF-SPOTTED SNAKE. 

mates, destroying the smaller kind of no 'iou 
animals: in its general appearance it j allied t 

the ijippocnpis, being of a pale grey colour, pot­
ted with brown; its principal mark of distinction 
being a double black spot between the eye . 

HALF-SPOTT ED SNAKE. 

Coluber Regime. C.fUlco-violaceu8, subtus alb" J #cutis alttr-
natim macula later ali semiorbiculata fu ca notati&. . 

Violace us-brown Snake, white bc~elt.th. with the cuta marked 
alternately by a semiorbicular browIl pot. 

Coluber Regina'!. Iin. S!Jst. Nat. p. 378. Mu . Ad. Frid. p.!2 • 
t. 13./3. 

Abdominal scuta 137, subcaudal scales 70. 

A SIIlA LL species, about a foot in length: co­
lour purplish brown above, anu wbite beneath, 
the abdominal scuta marked alternately on ne 
side by a pretty large dusky half-roun(l pot: the 
tail is of moderate length, rather slender, and the 
scales beneath are plain or unspotted: nati"e f 
India. 



CARACARA ' SNAKE. 

Coluber Caracara. C. cmruleus, squlltllis corporis all.tici elongati" 
postici rhumbeis, colla tranli'Vtrsim nigra st/ioto. 

Blue Snake, with the scales on the fore part of the body elon­
gated, of the hind part rhomboid, and the neck transversi}' 
striated with black. 

Coluber Caracara. Lin. Syst. Nat. Grnel. p. 1117. 
Serpens Caracara Brasiliensis singularis. Seb. 2. t. 78 .f.3. 
Abdominal cuta, ]90, subcaudal scales 125. 

AN elegant species, described and figured in the 
work of Seba: length about two feet and a half: 
habit moderately .slender: head rather large and 
oblong; snout obtuse: from behind each eye a 
black streak: colour pale blue, the hi'Dder .part 
of the body being tinged with rose-colour: the 
scales on the fore parts of the animal are of a 
narrow, lengthened form, and on the hind parts 
rhomboid,' or of the usual shape: neck and fore 
parts elegantly marked by numerous transverse 
black lines, the scales on that 1;>art being tipped 
at each end with black: tail rather long, and gra­
dually tapering to the tip: native of Brasil.. 

VAR. ? 

IN this specimen, which is in the British Mu­
seum, the heau is elegantly marbled witI} black 
variegations, and the whole upper parts are varied ' 
with black, though at in the same distinctly" 
linear manner as on the fore part; the abdomen is 
perfectly plain or unspot\erl, and is marked by two 
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narrow, pale, distant .lines running down the whole 
length, between which lines it is of a slightly tlat­
tened shape. The number of abdominal scuta in 
this specimen is J 85, and of sub caudal cales 90. 

QU ILL SNAKE. 

Coluber Galamarius. C. lividlls, fasciU tralls'Cc-s;' puncti'qlie 
lilll!aribus fuscis, subtus albido /,usc()que teJ etatus. 

Livid Sn ke, with transyerse brown bands and linear points, 
and tes 'elated bcneath with brown and wbite. 

Goluber Galamarius. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. '275. MM •. Ad. Frirl. 
p. 23. t. 6.f. 3. 

Abdominal scuta 14·0, subcaudal scales 22. 

\ 
A SMALL snake, described by Linnrcus in the 

Museum Adolpl11 Friderici: length about a span: 
thickness ~hat of a goo e quill: colour above 
livid, with the whole surface scattered o\'er with 
linear dusky points, and marked uLo by cveral 
narrow transverse dusky bars: abdomen pale, tes .. 
selated in an alternate manner with dusky square : 
head very small, conn'x, and ovate: tail hort, 
and terminating rather obtu ely: native of Ame­
rica. 



~CHOKAR SNAKE. 

Coluber Shockar. C.jWJco-ci'ltereus, 'Oitta utrinque dupiici longi­
tudinali afha, abdomine alhido, gula jU$Co punctata. 

Cinereous-brown Snake, with a double longitudinal white band 
on each side, whitish , abdomen, and throat speckled with 
brown. 

Coluber Schockar. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 1115. Forsk. F. 
Arab. p. 14. ' 

Abdominal scuta 180, subcaudal scales 114. 

DESCRIB ED by Forskal: length about a cubit 
and half: thickness that of a ' finger: colour on 
the upper parts cinereous brown, with a double 
longitudinal white stripe on each side, and in the 
more advanced or older specimens, a narrow 
middle or dorsal stripe, consisting ' of small whitish 
spots: throat yellowish, spotted with brown: head 
ovate, obtuse, and covered with large scales: tail 
about a third of the whole length: native of the 
I{oody parts of Arabia. ' 

BEATAEN SNAKE. 

Coluber Beataen. Forsle. F. Amb. p. 15: 

A POlsoN,aus species, mentioned by Forskal, 
'who, however, only tells us that it is black and 
white, and ~hat its bite is immediately fatal, the 
'body swelling in consequence. 



HOELLEICK SNAKE. 

Colube~ Hoelleik. Ford. F. Arab. p. 15. 

ENTIRELY of a red colour: length about a foot: 
its bite causes an inflamed tumour; alld it breath 
is said to excite an itching on the kin: native of 
Arabia. 

JARA SNAKF.. 

Coluber Jara. C. niger, punctis linearilnu gtfllUlatu alMs, oollari 
aboo1llineqlle jlavescmtiblls. 

Black Snake, with double linear white specks, and yeUowi 
collar and nbtlornen. 

JtLra Potoo. Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 19. pl. 44. 
Abdominal scuta 175, subcaudal scales 56. 

LENGTH about fifteen inches: colour black 
,above, each scale marked by two minute white 
lines: ronnd the back of the head a yeUowi h col­

. lar: abdomen of the same colour: tail very short, 
tapering suddenly to a point: native of India. 



ARNEE SNAKE. 

Coluber Arneru;is. C. jllscojla"(){!scens, fasciis angustu trans­
'oersis lIigricantiblls 'albo marginatis, abdomine albido. 

Yellowish-brown Snake, with narrow, blackish, tran~verse 

bands edged with white, an~ale abdomen. 
Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 43. t. 38. 
Abdominal scuta 169, sUDcaudal scales 50. 

LENGTH about a foot and half: colour above 
yellowish bro\vn, with moderately distant, black­
ish or very deep brown transverse bands edged 
with white: abdomen pale: head small: tail ra­
ther short, and tapering to a sharp-pointed tip: 
native of the country of Arnee in the East Indies. 

SAGI'l'TATED SNAKE. 

Coluber Sagittatus. C.jllsrus, maclllis dOl'salibu8 stJgittatis al • . 
bidis nigro margi1latis. 

BrGwn Snake, with whitish spgittatcd dorsal spots edged Vdtll 
black. 

Tar Tut'ta. Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 20. pl. 15. 
Abdominal scuta 229, subcauda l scales 87. 

LENGTH about two feet: habit 'slender: head 
rather large, round, obtuse, and covered with la.rge 
scales: neck slender: colour of the upper parts 
yellowish brown, varieg~ted on the back with a 
kind of continued chain of sagittated or triangular 
spots, the sides extending pretty much, and the 
tips pointing forwards: these spots are edged with 
plack, and become faiI)t~r towards the tail, which 

'. 
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is slender, and gradually tapers to a point: abdo­
men yellowish white, the cuta marked by a du ky 
spot on each side: native of India. ' 

STREAKED SNAKE. 

Coluber Striatus. C. nigro-virescf/LS, albo fasciato-maculatlU, 
suhtus albido-cawulescens. 

Greenish-black Snakll, with spotted white hands; lind blucbh 
white abdomen. 

Gajoo TUUa. Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 22. pl. 16. 
Abdominal scuta 174, subcaudal scales 40, 

LENGTH about fourteen inches: colour abo\'e 
greenish black, marked by about twenty tran ~ 

verse fascire, each composed of a number of lon­
gitudinal, abrupt, white 01' yellowish white streaks, 
and along the sides of the body are interrupted 
rows of similar streaks: head plain, obtu e, and 
large-scaled: abdomen blueish white: tail vcry 
small, and tapering to a point: native of India. 



FASCIOLATED SNAKE. 

C~luber Fasciolatus. C. cinereus, fasciis I'raMOt~sU albidis, ab­
domine g4zuco. 

Cincreous Snake, with whitish transverse bands and glaucous 
abdomen. 

Noolli Paragoodoo. Russ . .Jnd. Sery. p. 26. pl. 21. 
Abdominal scuta 192, subcaudal scales 62 • 

• LENGTH about two feet: habit rather slender: 
colour grey-brown, marked with equidistant nar­
rowish, transverse white bauds spotted on the 
edges with black: head ovate, of moderate size, 
and large-scaled: tail slender, and tapering to a 
point: abdomen dusky pearl-coloured: native of 
India, where its bite is' popularly believed to be 
niortal; but Dr. Russel's experiments on chickens 
prove this notion to be entirely erroneous, the ani­
mal being unprovided with fangs. 

BIPED S1)lAKE. 

Colub r Bipes. Lin. Syst. Nat: Gmel. p, 1099. Scop: AM . 
. Hist. Nat. 2. p .. 39. 

A SOMEWHAT doubtful species, mentioned by 
ScopoE as an inhabitant of the Tywkse waters, 
31)d said to be furnishea with two short processes 
or feet, and to have red eyes, elliptic dorsal scales, 
and the lateral ones spotted with white: scuta 
whiti ~i .with a·a sky spot ill the middle: perhaps 
110 odler'than a variety of the ]It atri:r. 



LINEA TED SNAKE. 

Coluber Lineatus. C. rll!7'uieo-rtrtscclIs, zu,eis tribu$ 'Iltl qltinqu 
juscis, intermedia latiore. 

Blueish-green Snake, with three or five bro\\ 11 lin nr tri of 
which the middle one i broade t. 

Coluber lineatus. Lin. Sylt • . Nat. p. 382. MlIs. Ad. Ffill. p. 
30. t. 12./ 1. and t. 20./ 1. 

Serpens Ceilonica lineis ubfu ci. Scb. 2. t. 12.f • 
Abdominal scuta 16,9 subcaudal scales 84. 

TIllS is a highly elegant pecie, but difl' r 
considerably in appearance, according to the dif­
ferent periods' of its growth: its general colour j 

a pale and somewhat gilded blueish green a ov , 
marked throughout the whole length by five lon­
gitudinal narrow band 0 1' stripe, of which the 
middle one is considerably broader than the oth r 
and of a deep dusky green, with black edges and 
specks: on each side, at some di tance, is a rather 
narrower stripe of similar colour, and beneath thi 
on each side is a black line. In the smnJl r 
younger specimens there are rarely more than 
three stripes; the appearql1ce of the lower or nar­
row linear side-stripe being scarce apparent: the 
habit of the animal is long and lender or flagelli­
form, with a small head, a long, thin tail, and a 
flattish abdomen: the stripe on the head are con­
tinued to the tip of the <;nout, Wilic.:h i outu e. It 
is a native of several part~ f)f India, and i com­
monly about two or three feet in length. I j a 
perfectly innoxiol1s specie. 
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DART SXAKE • 

. ' 
Coluber Jaculatl'ix. C. albidus linti, tribu,; lIigricantibliS, iRter-

media latiore. 
Whitish Snake, wi'th three blackish strfpes, the middle one 

broadest. 
Coluber Jaculatrix. Lill, Syst . Nat. p. SE:l. 
Serpens Am,ericana Xequipilts dicta. Stb. Q. t. 1./ 9. 
Abdominal scuta 163, subcalldal scales 77. 

MUCH allied to the lineatus in general appear­
inee, but is a smaller species: colour whitish, 
with a tinge of blue; and marked by three longi­
tudinal black 01' de~p-brown stripes, of which the 
middle one is by much the broadest: abdomen 
p Ie or whitish: it appears to vary in c/)lour, a 
specimen described by 'Seba being of a yeHowish 
cast, with the stripes ferruginous: in the number 
of scuta and squamre it very nearly resemblt's the 
lineatus: it is a native of S~rinam, and is consi­
dered as a harmless anim~1. 

SIBILANT SNAKE. 

Coluber Sibilans. c. ca:ruieseclls, li1u:u quillqlre Rigricantibus, ca-
pite maculato. 

Blueish Snake, with five dusky lines, and spotted head. 
Colubcr Sibilans. Lill. S!Jst. Nat. p. 383. 
Seb.1tlus. 1. t. 109.f. 1. und 2. t. 56.f 4. t. 107.f 4 . 

• , Ab~oroinal scuta 166, subcaudal scales 100. 

MUCH allied in general appearance to the linea­
being of a long slender habit, and marked 
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'with five dark lines or longitudinal trip on a 
blueish ground-colour: the chief or middle dol' al 
stripe is ·the broadest, and is nearly black, with a 
whitish speck on each of it component scale : at 
some distance from this are a pair of rath r nar­
rower stripes of similar appearance, and below' 
these another pair of still ·narrower 0\' more lin r 
ones: the space between the second or lowermost 
pair is of a paler colour than the rest of the skin .. 
or whitish: the abdomen is also of similar col ur: 
the head is ovate, covered with large scale, and 
marked with · several oblong, biu 1 and lightly 
angu-lar spots with black edges: the .1l1iddl r 
central spot is of a form somewhat re embling 
that of a horse-shoe, with the divi ion pointing 
forwards: the interstices between the pot are 
of a pale 01' whitish colour: the tail is very long 
and slender. This species is of considerable siz 
sometimes measuring fOllr feet in length: it cca­
sionally exhibits a kinu of gilded tinge on the 
skin, and the stripes are sometimes of a he nut 
or reddish cast. It is an Asiatic pecie 1 and of 
an inno;xious character . 

.. 



ITUL.J\ SNAl{E. 

'Coluber Situla. C. griseu8 mtta lO7lgitudinai'i lltrillque linra ,Iigr/l 
marginala. 

Grey Snake, with a l.ongitudinal dusky band bounded on each 
side by a black line. , 

Colub r Situla. Lit!. Sgst. !'Vat. p. 385. 
Abdominal scuta 236, subcaudal scales 4S . 

OF this species little more is known than what 
may be collected from its specific character: it is 
a native of Egypt; and appears to have been first 
described by Hasselquist. 

I 

SAURITE SNAKE. 

Colttber SaUl'ita, C,fUSC'lIS, 'Vittus tribus clEruleo-'Virentibus. 
Brown Snake, with threl'l blue-green stripes . 
Colllher SaUl'ita. Lill. Sgst. Nat. p. 38S. 
Ribbon Snake. Catesb. Ca,'oZ. Q. t. SO. 

Abdominal scuta Is6, subcaudal scales 121. 

A SPECIES of considerable beauty: colour browh 
above, with three moderately broad longitudinal 
bllleish~green or whitish ' stripes: abdon1en ' pale 
blueish green: the brown colour has sometinies a 
ferruginous cast, and the blue-green exhibits a 
degree of iridescent variation: the head is rather 
small and slightly pointed; the, whole habit long 
and slender, and the tail thin: it is said to be an 
animal extremely swift in its motions, frequenting 
trees, and inhabiting Carolina, and many other 
parts of North America: it is perfectly innocent, 
and is about. three fee t in length. 
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VITTATED SNAKE. 

Co}uber Vittalus. C. albido-ClZI'uie ems, 'Oitti tribu 11;"''; anri­
bu: i/~termedia allguslissimtt, abdomille alba, mltU jll 0 ar­
gtnaru. 

Blueish-white Snake, with three blackish trip , the midd)('! 
one extremely narrow, and white abdomen wilh th .uta. 
bordered with brown. . 

Serpens Rotallg, &c. SI"'. 1. t. 35.f. 4. 
Coluber de Terragona. Seb. 2. t. 60 . .f. 2, 3_ 
Coluber vittatus. Lin. Syst. Nat . p. 380. 
Abdominal scuta l.j.~, .ubcauJul scale 7 . 

A MIDDLE-SIZED species, of a morl rately 1 1\" 

del' habit, growing to the length of about \\ 0 

feet and . a half: colour pale blue or whiti h ; 
marked down the whole length of the ba 1- b 
three black or deep-brown stripes, the mitldlc one 
being much narrower than the othe], : hetween the 
middle and the side-stripes ~re also intcrpo cd a. 
pai], of extremely narrow 0]' li lJ ear stripes, which 
are gradually lost or obliterated aft rl' pasS inO' orne 
distance down the back: the head is rath<; j' small 
than .large, of a longish form, but not sharp­
snouted, q)Vered with large scales, and marked 
above by black variegations, two narrow b nels 
passing over the snout, a much broader one p 
ing horizontally between the eyes, and being dilat­
ed behind into a large lobate patch on the top of 
the head, ~vith two very small, ova1, white spot in 
the middle: the hinder d:vi ions of this patch are 
continued to some Jittle di tance on each side the 
neck into two 01 three ovate black pots, fi'orn the 
last of which commence the very nal'l'OW or Hncar 
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stripes before mentic.lDed: the under parts 'of the 
animal are white, each scutum being very deeply 
margined with black or dark brown, thus form­
ing so many transverse bands on the abdomen 
and tail, and affording a very charact·eristic mark 
of the species: the tail is of moderate length, slen­
der, and gradually tapers to a fine point. This 
snake is a native of South America, and is consi­
dered as an innocuous species: it appears to vary 
sometimes in colour, Seba describing specimens 
in 'which the stripes were red instead of brown or 
-black. 

BLACK-BACKED SNAKE. 

Coluber Mclanotll!. C. albidus vitfis fribus approximati~ ' lIig-rii, 

illtermedia latissilllo. 
Whi tish Snake, with three approximated black bands, the 

middle one very wide. 
Serpens Africllna Bon<£ Spei eleganter lemniscata. 8th. 2. 

t. 62.): 3. 
Abdominal scuta 158, subcaudal scales 50. 

A MIDDLE-SIZED, or rather smallish species: 
. length about a foot and half or two feet: habit 

moderately slender: colour whitish, with three 
black or .dark brown dorsal stripes, of which the 
middle one is very·broad, and the others rather 
narrow: all pretty closely placed: head of mode­
rate size, covered with large scales, and of a pale 
colour; neck sometimes marked on each side by 
a row of five or six roundish black spots, suc­
ceeded by the side stripe~: abdomen white. 



I 
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IRTAL SAKE. 

Coluber Sirtalis. C.jUsclls. 'Vitti: tribu, viridi-c.rrulmtntih,14. 
Brown Snake, with three bluci h-"'rt: n band,. 
Coluber Sirtalis. Lill. Syst. Nat. p. :3 3. , 
Abdominal scuta l!lO, subcaudaJ scales 114. 

OBSERVED by Kahn in Canada: a lend r pe­
c ies, of a brown colour above, with thr I 1100i­
tuoinal blue green strip :i: body said by Linn u ' 
to be slightly striated. 

TIHSCAL SNAKE. 

Coluber Triscalis. C. glaucui, li/lris trihus fosris ad rlllcham 
con jUlie/is. 

Glallcolls Snake, with three brown lines conjoined at the bac!. 
of the neck. 

Coluber Triscalis, Lill. S!!~t. Nat. p. 385. 
Abdominal scuta 19:;, subcaudal :icales 8G. 

A SMALL but beautiful species, measuring ahout 
a foot and half in length, and being of a sea-green 
colour, marked above by four rufous stripe ,hich 
gradually unite into three, and afterwards into 
two, and at length, on the tail, form one ingle 
stripe: the head is covered with large cales, tho e 
on the other parts being smooth or Dot carinated: 
the tail meaSUies about a fi 'th of the whole length: 
native of Soud America. 



ELEGANT SNAKE. 

Colub~r Elegans. C. griseojlavcsCf.1!s, fasciis tribus latis reti­
culatis nigricantw'lts, fascia abdominali latissima, capite fusw 
il'rorato. 

Yellowish-grey Snake, with three broad reticulated blackish 
bands, a very broad abdominal band, and head freckled 
with brown. 

Serpens cateilata ex Nova Hispania. Seb. 2. t. 60.f. 1-

Abdominal scuta 202, subcaudal scales 145. 

HABI T long and slender: length about two 
feet: head long, obtuse, large scaled, and of a 
grey colour, freckled with innumerable dusky 
points: on the back a ~road, rich chain or stripe 
formed by fout:. or five reticulated black Enes on 
a hlueish or glaucous ground: on each side the 
body a simil,v' stripe, but narrower, and consist­
ing only 'of two black ,lines: the colour of the 
body between the stripes is yellowish grey; arid 
between the stripes and abdomen yellowish wh:te: 
the abdomen itself is marked by a very broad reti­
culated and punctated stripe of a greyish colour 
with dusky variegations : the tail is very long and 
narrow. This snake is well figured in Seba, who 
represents it as a native of South America. In 
the British Museum are specimens preserved in 
spirits: in the living animal the co ours are pro­
bably much more brilliant than 111 the above de-
cription. 
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T..'ENIATED SYAKJ<~. 

Coluber ·Txniatus. C. gl(lucus, fasciis c!uabus lIigris lati.f intis, 
lateribus nigro macula tis, sell/is uiri!l?u~ mandtJ st:1lliorbicu/attl 
nigra. 

Glaucous Snake, with two vcry broad black bUIl!\ , the . id 
~pottcd with black, and j:hc scuta. marked 011 euch ;,iue by a. 
semiorbicular black spot. 

.,Abdominal scuta 148, subcaudal scalrs 67. 

SIZE and proportion of Bents: general colo\lJ' 
glaucous; abdomen paler: alo!lg' the hack, from ' 
head to tail, an extremely broad ami CUnspil:1I01l 
pair of black fillets, lea\'ing a whit ish space in the 
middle: sides of the bod \' below the n lIets III ue 
and spotted, as in the J'illged .I'Jlal.,;e, with black 
marks, scuta marked on each side at a small di­
stance from their COJ1lll1cnccmcn t, by a smallish 
semi-orbicular black spot: head obtuse, covered 
with large scales, and marked lly a dilated black­
ish spot and a sharp-pointed ",hite lille pointillg 
towards the snout: tail slender, and gradually 
tapering to a point. Described from a specimen 
ill the British l\1useum. 

V. Ill. P. II. J 5 
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PECOROUS SNAKE. 

Coluber Decorus. C. c(1!ruleo-'t!ir.escens, fascia utrinque dupliri 
nigra, collo utrinque nigro maculato. 

Blueish-green Snake, with a double lateral black band, and 
the neck spotted on each side with black. 

Abdominal scuta 170, sllbca.udal squamre 132. 

HABIT slender and flagelliform: length about 
two feet and a half: colour pale, blueish, gilded 

. green, with iridescent variegations: beIH::ath paler 
or more inclining to white: on each side the body, 
near the abdomen, a double black stripe: head 
longish, large scaled, unspotted, and marked on 
each side, through the eyes, by a broadish black 
stripe broken into spots, and whicb, passing to 
some little distance along the neck, becc.mes di­
vided, and forms the double lateral stripe before 
mentioned: eyes large: tail very long, slender, 
and gradually tapering td a fine point. Described 
from a specimen in the British Museum. 

BILINEATED SNAKE. 

Coluber Bilincatus. C. rl!fus,jasciis duabu& llltejs. 
Rufous Snake, with two gold-yellow stripes. 
La Double-llaie. Cepede Serp. p. 220. pi. ro.f. 2. 
Abdominal scuta 205, subcandal scales 99 . 

• 
THIS is described by the Count de Cepede, who 

informs us that it is a beautiful species, mea-
suring about two feet one inch m total length, 

.. 



BUGLE S. AXE. 5Sg 

the tail measuring six inches and six line : the 
colour of the upper parts i rufou, each scale bor­
dered with yellow, and down the hack, from the 
back of the heau to the end of the tail, run two 
bright gold-yellow . stripes : the head i furni hed 
with large scales, and tho e on the body are 
smooth or uncarinated: it native country is un­
known. 

BUGLE S:' AKE. 

Coluber Gemmatus. C. C(X/,tlclI.s,!ascia mcdi(llligra albQ-mncu­
lata, -lateralibus albis. 

Blue Snake, with a black middle-stripe spoltrd will. while, 
and two latcral whitc stripes. . 

Le Chapclet. Cepede &rp, p. 2+6. pl. l~,f I. 

Abdominal scuta 166, subcauclal scalI'S 103. 

A BEAUTIFUL species: length about fifteen or 
sixteen inches': colour of the upper part blue, 
with three narrow equidistant stripes from head to 
tail, the two lateral stripes lJeing w1.ite, the middle 
one black, marked by a row of small white spt:c!~!1 
alternately oblong and round, repre entin g a small 
string of beads and bugles: head large-scaled and 
marked on each side by three or fOlll' sjJots forming' 
a band across the eyes, the top spotted with pale 
blue marks bordered with black: the abdomen is 
white, each scutum bting marked at its cuo-e, near 
the body, with a small blaf k speck, forming two 
rows down the alJdomclI: lla.tive coulltry un ­
known: described by Ccpeoe from, a spccimc1'! ill 
the Royal Cu-..inet. 
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EIGHT-LIN!:D SNAKE. 

CoJuber Octolineatus. C. G'Ilbftrrugineus, lintis octo nigris. 
Subfcrrllginous Snake, with eight black Jines. 
Abdominal scuta 185? subcaudal scales 65 ? 

A SMALL Snake, about the size of a middling 
earthworm: colour ale ferruginous, marked by 
eight distinct black lines or stripes from head to 

·~ tail; the two principal ones running down the top 
of the back, and the rest, . whicn are narrower, 
down the sides: head scarce larger than the neck, 
large-scaled, blunt-nosed, and marked over the 
snout by a transverse black band passing through 
the eyes: the two principal or dorsal stripes uni te 
in a sharp point on the top of the head; abdomen 
white: tail short, measuring about an inch and 
half, and tapering pretty s·uddenly. Described 
£I'om specimens in the British Museum, having the 
appearance of very young animals; native coun­
try unknown. 

INTESTINAL SNAKE. 

CoJuber IntestinaJis. C. 811lferruginells, sup"a linfis tribus albi~., 

dorsali super caput bijurca, abdQrnine alba 71igroque 'Vario. 
Subferrugtnous Snake, marked above by thr('c white lines, the 

dorsal one fbrked on the head , the lI.bdomen variegated with 
black and white. 

SerpentuJa gracilis longa Guincensis. Seb. 2. t. 2.f. 7. 

A S1>IALL, slender species, described and figured 
by Seba, measuf_mg about a foot and half jn 



DIONE SNAKE. 541 

length: colour above pale ferruginou marked bv 
three narrow white lines, of, 'hich that on the 
back is continued to the top of the snout, where it 
divides into two treaks: abdomen whiti h varie­
gated with transverse black bar : head rather 
large, and, so far as appear from eba figure, 
covered with small scales; n,p,ti\'e of Guinta. 

Dr O. E S N A K E. 

Coluher DIOne. C. cl1'rIllescms, fusco maclllatus, lilltlS trifrnli 
albidis. 

Pale blue Snake, spottctl with brown, with three whit! It lines. 
Coluher Dione. Lill. S!Jst. Nat. Gmcl. p. 11 06. Pall. it 2. 

p.71i . 
Abdominal scuta 190, subcaudal scales GG. 

HAB IT slender; length about two feet: head 
small, tetragonal, and comm~ly reticulated with 
blackish sll.tures : colour of the whole upper parts 
pale hlue, ",,·ith three paler or whitish Jines, the in­
termediate spaces being marked with a row of 
duskyalterna ,and sometimes subcollfluent spots 
or patches: abdomen pale, freckled with minute 
livid spots interspersed with rcd specks: tail about 
a sixth part ()f the whole ICllgth. This species is 
a native of the salt deserts towards the Ca pian 
sea, and of the hilly regions near the river Irtin, 
and was first described Lv Dr. Pallas. 
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TRIrASCIATED SNAKE. 

Coluber Tl'ifasciatus. C. fascUs trihus la.fis nigris, inurmedilz 
linea alba di'tJi5a, ahdomine lineis tribus punctatis. 

Snake with three broad black stripes, the middle one divided 
by a white line, and three spotted lines :lown the abdomen. 

A SMALL species, measuring about a foot in 
length, and being rather thick in proportion: co­
lour above black, formed by three broad stripes, 
of which the middle one itself is parted duwn the 
middle by a very narrow white line: abdomen 
white, marked by three rows of black spots: head 
rather small than lClrge, blackish, with white or 
pale sutures: described from a specimen in the 
Museum of Dr. William Hunter. 

STOLATED SNAKE. 

Coluber Stolatus. C. glaucus,fasciis duahus albidis, UUJwlis sub­
quadratis tmll~1Jersis fuscis interjectis. 

Glaucous Snake, with tw~ whitish stripes, d squarish trans-
verse brown spots between. 

Coluber stolatus. Lin. S!Jst. Nat. p. 379. 
Seb. Mus. 2. t. 14.f. 1,3. 
Abdominal scuta 143, subcauual scales 76. 

OF middling size, measuring from a foot and 
half t6 two feet or more in length: habit rather 
slender: colour above blueish grey, with a pair of 
moderately distant white lines down the back, and 
a continued series of brown transverse, equidistant 
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zones: abdomen pale or white, each scutum beino­
mark~d on each side by two mall black specks~ 
head large-scaled, pale or bluei h aboye, and of mo­
derate size: tail rather short, and tapering to a 
point. Native of India: mistakenly marked in the 
~ysterna N atun.e as a ~oisonous pecic. 

,. 

'1'RILINEATED SNAKE. 

Coluber Trililleatus. C. "11;16J !ineis friulIS nigru. 
Rufous Suake, with three black lin(;s. 
La Trois-Raies. Cepede Serp. p. 254. 

Abdominal scuta 169, subca\luul scales 3.t-. 

LENGTH about a foot and half: colour above 
rufous, marked throughout the whole length by 
three black lines or narrow stripes: head co\'ered 
with large scales: tail about two inches and three 
quarters long: native of Africa: desc ribed by 
the Count de Cepede. 

BOCII I R. 

Serpens .i£gyptiaca Bochir dicta. &h. 2. t. 3R.f. .'3. 

SIZE and general habit of the Viper, put the 
head covered in front with moderately large 
scales: the head is also ~~ery short, and variegated 
with red spots: colour of tue whole animal cinere­
aus yellow, marked along the upper part by five 
deep ruf?us stripes or lines from head to tail: ab· 
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domen speckled with black points: tail shortish, 
and gradually taper~ng to a sharp tip: natiYe of 
Egypt, according to Seba. 

1 
AURORA SNAKE. 

Coluber Aurora. C. croce'Us,fascia Mrsali abdumilleqllejlavis. 
Orange-coloured Snake, with yellow dorsal band and abdomcn. 
Coluber Aurora. Lin. 8,!!st. Nat. p. 379. Mils. Ad. Frid. 

p. 25. t. 19. 
Scrpens Acontias, &c. Seb. 2. t.78.j. 3. 
Abdominal scuta 179. sUbcaudal cales 37. 

LENGTH about two feet and a half, and mode­
rately thick in proportion: colour dull orange, . 
with a broad dorsal line of pale yellow: head ra­
ther large, and cO\'ered with very large scales: 
tho e on the body are also of considerable size: 
abdomen yellow: tail 'rather short, amI tapering 
to an obtuse point: native of South America. 

IlHltACOA. 

Serpens Brasilien is Iberacoa dicta. 8eh. I. t. 87.f. 1, 2, 3. 
Serpens Xarallllla. Seb.lUus. 2. t. 63.]. 2. 

A B~AU1'I F snake, figured in the work of 
eba: lengt·b about b\ 0 feet: colour pale or whit­

i h yellow, tinged with red, blue, &c. and marked 
above b eyeral parallel longitudinal rows of 
black linear spots, the middle or broadest range 
con j ting rather of hroadi h spot 1 more e pe-



PALE NA.A~. 

cially towards the head, which i of a lenoth n d 
form, white on the top, pecklcd with bla k,' 
vered with large scale, and mark d alOlw ea 

. cheek by a broad black band united at the b in-

,

l1in g of the neck b 'a tran 'ver bar, from th 
back of which proceed a pair of abl up treak down 
the ide of the neck: tail oderately ltnd r, ta­
pering to a fine point: abdomen white: nati,' f 
South America. In the kind call d ~Y([.l'ohllum 

\ 

hy ' eba, figured 'at pI. 63 of vol. 2. th h ad i 
yellow with the black cheek tripe, and th b d . 
white, with four narrow line along th upp r 
part, the two middle on bing biLl 'k, and the 
two exterior red: perhap after all, th c nak 
may be no other than \'arietic, of me of th 
Linnrean lineatcd p cie ', which are kllo\\ n to 
vary considerably in their co(our 'j and ill the di -
po ition of their mark . 

PALE • A "'Ii: 

Culuber Palli.lu. C, gri.t'CIII, I" co PIJI/C/O/MI, liliN .trill" • 
duahus lateralibus inl(rrllplil nigri . 

Grey nake, ped.h-d \\llh Lrulln, \\Ill! 1\ dftllh\c, int rrupt d, 
Llack line on (·ach ,icl~. 

Coluber PaLiillus. /'/11 , ~It . Nat , p. ;Jbl. JItU. Ad. Trid. 
p. 31. t. 7./2. 

S.'rpens Am~ricana krnni,cnla, • . • I. J 1./ :l. ,r 
Abdominal scuta 1:;6, ~l\Ll:al.dal call"> 96, 

DEscnfllED in the ~.moellitate.., Academicre. 
Habit slender, length a toot ulld half: thickne 
tbat of a swan quill : back slightly angulatccl on 



546 LONG-SNOUTED SNAKE. 

each side: head roundish, much thicker than the 
neck, covered wjth large scales: a double black 
line beyond the eyes, and which, in passing along 
the sides of the body, is occasionally interrupted: . 
ground-colour pale, variegated with scattered) 
grey spots and poin ts; tail very slender towards 
the tip, so that the scales are with difficulty. 
counted on that part: native of India: varies 
cOllsiqerably in the number of scuta, &c. 

LO NG-SNOUTED SNAKE. 

Coluber Mycterizans. ·C. gracilis 'Viridis, naso subtetrag01l(). elon­
gato aC'uminato, linea 'IItrillque abdm"A-inau jlat1a. 

Slender green Snakc, with subtetragonal lengthened sharp­
pointed snout, and a yellow line on each side the abdomen. 

Blucish-green Snake. eatesh. Carol. 2. t. 47 • 
.Abdominal s(;ula 192, subcaudal scales 167. 

COLOUR ~rass-green, with a yellow line on each 
side the abdomen: habit remarkably slender, mea­
suring about three feet and ~ half in length, and 
abo.ut half an inch in diameter; head moderately 
large, long, and very sharp-snouted, the upper 
jaw running far beyond the lower, and being of 
an obscurely tetragonal form; sometimes this spe­
cies varies in having an adtlitional pair of yellow 
abdominal lines, running down th middle of that 
part; it is an innoxious snake, though erroneously 
marked' as poisonous in the Systema N aturre, ow­
ing to the fang-like appearance of its large and 
long teeth in. the upper jaw. It is a native of 
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many parts of North America, where it is princi­
pally seen on trees, moving with O'reat \" locity in 
pursuit of insects, on which it i aid principally 
o feed. 

VAl{. ? 

A SUPPOSED variety of this Snake i de crihed 
and figured in Dr. Russel's work on Indian t­
pents, differing from the above in the colour of 
the ' under parts, which, in tead of b iog gr en, 
are of a cinereous pink-colour, elegantly freckled 
with very numerous minute black and yellowi h 
dots, the margins of the cuta beinO' edIY d \ ith 
dull yellow: the skin of the neck also, , hen the 
animal is irritated, exhibit, by the dilatation of 
the skin on that part, a beautiful variegation of 
black and white reticular mark, which di appear 
when at rest; this variety, if such it be" i of an 
apparently ferocious nature, his ing violently and 
snapping at. any thing opposed to it, but produc­
ing no other effect by its bite. than thalof t m­
porary pain in consequence of mere puncture: it j 
known. by the name of Botla Pas eriki. ee 
sel's Indian Serpents, pI. 13. The number of ab­
dominal scuta is 174, and of -subcaudal quama: 
148. Another snake~ agreeing with the ab v , 
except in having the abdmnen pale green, is al 
figured in Dr. Russel' work, und )' the name 
Passeriki Pam: its abdoT!:inal scuta are 17 , and 
the subcaudal scales 166. The Coillber Mycterj. 



548 
• 

COLUBER. NASUTUS. 

zans, in all its states, appears to vary considerably 
in the number of these patts. 

COLUB Elt NASUTUS . 

.. -. 
~erpens viridis ore acuminato ex Java, Aspidis species. Seb. 2. 

t. 57.f. 4. 

COLOUR a beautiful grass-green, with a yel­
low lateral line at the edges of the abdomen, as in 
the Mycterizans: general length about three feet: 
habit moderately slenuer: head rather large, . and 
covered in front with very large scales, and sharp­
pointed, the upper ja.w projecting considerably 
beyond the lower: tail long and slender: well 
figured in the work of Seba: so nearly allied to 
the Mycterizans as to be scarce distinguishable by 
a specific character, but seems t9 have a somewhat 
larger head in proportion, and to be somewhat 
less slender in the body: native according to 
Seba, of Java. 
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•. PUltPUltASCENT SNAKE. 

\

' Coluber Ptlrpurascens. C. 'Ciolacco-,>irtlcms, linta uh'inquc a6-
domillali pallida. 

Violaceous-gret'n Snake, WIth n pale line on each ide the ab­
domen. 

Serpens canora purpurea Crecu9a... Sth.!2. t. 8'2.j. S. 
Abdominal scuta 212, subcaudal scales 182. 

EXTREMELY resembling the 7lasutlls and ""lIe­
teri::::ans in gcner3.1 habit, except in the article of 
the pointed snout, the head in thi bing of an 
ovate form, with a moderately taperinO', bu not 
pointed upper jaw: its colour is an ob cu r gl' 11, 

with a very strong cast of violet purple: th kin 
about the neck and back appearing alld fi rmin 
in some parts a kind of reticular varieO'ation as in 
the ahretutla, mycterizans, &c. on each ide the 
abdomen is a white or whiti h-yellow strip , and 
in snme specimen two other trip of imil r 
colour pass along the mirldle of that part. 
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IRIDESCENT SNAKr;. 

Coluber Ahretulla. C. 'Diridi-cctruieus nitidissimus, abdomine pal. • 
lido,jascia oculari n·gra. ) 

Bright blue-green iridescent Snake, with pale abdomen and 
black strea~ across the eyes. 

Coluber Ahretulla. Lin. -Syst. Nat. p. 387. ltfus. LId. Frid. 
p. 35. t. 22. 

Serpens ornatissima Amboiqensi5 Boiguatrara di cta. Seb. 2. 

t. 82.f 1. 
Abdominal scuta 163, subcaudal scales 150. 

ONE of the most beautiful of the whole serpent 
tribe, and, in general, easily distinguished by its 
blue-green gilded tinge, accompanied by iri­
descent hues: its habit is long and slender, mea· 
suring about three feet. and a half, or four feet, in 
length, and about half or three quarters of an inch 
in diameter: the skin, between the scaleb, is 
blackish, and in some parts gives an additional 
beauty to the general colour: across the cheeks, 
passing through the eyes, is a jet black streak: the 
l1ead is covered above with large scales, and the 
snout is slightly elongated, but by no means 
l)ointed: the abdomen is pale and flattisb, as in 
the mycte1"izans and some others of this tribe, and 
the tail is angular, thin, and of very considerable 
length. This species is entirely innocent, and is 
<L native of several parts of India. • 

.: 
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SU?tUIER. SNAKE. 

, Coluber 'JEsti,·us. C. 'Ciridi-ca:ntleIlS gracili$ rostra obtwo, ab­
domine 'CJirescenfe. 

Blue-green slender Snake, with obtuse snout, and palc-gr n 
abdomen. 

Green Snake: Catesb. Carol. 2. pL. 57. 
Abdominal scuta 155, subcaudal cales 144. 

HABIT long and flagelliform a in the Ahretulla: 
general length about three feet: head obtu ; co­
lour o,f the whole upper parts blue-O"fccn, with a 
slight purplish ca t in some specimen : abdom n 
pale blue-green: tail very 10nO" and I'ielld 'l": na­
tive of many parts of North America, re iding on 
trees, and preying on flies and other in ct. 11.­

tesby affirms that it is easily reclaimed from it 
natural wildness, becoming tame and familiar, 
and adds, that some people will carry it in their 
bosoms. 

F1LJFORlIl NAKE. 

Coluber Filiformis. C. allgustisnmus niger, sub!1l1 aU)//J. 

Extremely slender black ' \lake, while beneath. 
Coluber filiformis. lin. S!/Sf. Nat. p. 388. Mtu . .4d. Frid. 

p. 36, t. Ii,j. 2. 
Abdominal scuta 165, subcaudal scales J 58. 

DESCRIBED by Linureu" in the Museum Adol­
phi Friderici: lenlYth about a foot; thi kne 
scarcely tllat of a goo e quill: colour black above, 
appearmg like a broad dorsal tripe: b neath 



55~ BLACK-TAILED SNAKE. 

white: 11ead ovut(', t rice the diameter of the 
body, black above, and white beneath: tail aboye 
a third of the whole length, very slender, and 
sharp-pointed: native of India. Linn reus observes 
that it is not quite certain that it may not 'be a 
snake in a young or unadvanced state. 

BLACK-TAILED SNAKE. 

CoJubcr Melanurus. C. fusco-jlat'CSWIS, capite nu:culisquc d,14-
bus caudalibus nigl'is. 

Yellowish· brown Snake, with hlaek head anu two black spots 
on the tai l. 

Russ. Ind. Serp . p. 12. pI. S . 
• o\bdominol scuta 241, SllUCltllU!t1 sntlC's 32. 

A SlIIA LL species, of a slender habit: length 
about ten 01' eleven inches; thickness scarcely 
tbat of a goose quill, and nearly of equal diameter 
from head to the tip of the tail: colour light yel­
lowish brown, with a dotted black line running 
from head to tail along the middle of the back; 
and a few fainter fillets on the sides: the head is 
small, ovate, black, and covered with large scales: 
the tail is very short, scarce n.leas~ll·ing more than 
an inch in length, and at its origin is marked, on 
the upper part, by a large rhomboid bI ck pot, 
edged with white,' and having a white speck in 
the middle: the tip of the tail is al 0 marked by 
a similar black spot: the abdomen is of a pale 
orange·colour, but the ~nder part of the tail is 
white, speckled and variegated with black. Thi::i 



COLLARED SNAKE. 

little snake is a native of India, and is d cribed 
and figured in Dr. Ru sel's work on the I ndian er~ 

\.~' nts: its bit~ is said to be painfulj but, from the 
e . enment ot Dr. Ru e1 on th ubject lJe e ' a-

ned, it appeared not to be poi onou to a chick 1 

,\hose breast it was provoked to bile, and to whi 11 
id\adhered firmly for nearly a minute: tIl mOllth, 
however, when closely e 'amined, appear to b 
furn i hed with fang. 

COLLARED SX KE. 

Coluber Torquatus. C. supra niger, sub/us rubel', col/fir; (l 
Small Snake, black above, red bl'IlClI.th, with II. whit, coJll\t 

round the neck. 
Little black and red Snake. Edw. p. 349· 
Another mall nakc? Edw. GleOll. 3. p. 291. 

A SMALL species, Ie s than an earthworm: h ad 
and upper parts uf a polished jet-bla k colour: 
abdomen bright red :' round the neck a white col­
lar: head rather large, and covered with I'll' C 

scales: eyes flame-coloured: native of Pen )'1-
vania, where it inhabits the crevices of rock, Id 
walls, &c. feeding on insect, and fldom appear­

ing abroad. 

V. Ill. P. II. 



VAR.? 

~HtsNUT-COLOURED above, and deep yel ~v 
beneath; the two colours being divided by a bl -
and-black speckled line: round the neck a col r 
of yellow spots: rlati-Ye of Pensylvania . 

• 

I 
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~ lIYDRUS. WATER- NAKE. 

\ 

Generic Character. 

CO~pllS anterius gracile, sen-I Body slen.der i~ front gr3du-
sim crassescens, squamo- ally thick mng, scaled. 

sum. I 
Cauda anceps. 'Tail compressed. 

T IlE genus lIydrus is of late in titlltion, nnel 
comprehends those Serpent which llatnrally inha­
bit the water, wheth r fresh or salt, without ever 
making their appearance on land, e ' cept when 
driven there by accident. In their general ap­
pearance they are mo t allied to the Angu , and 
are particularly distinguished by having laterally 
compre ed or flattened tail. Thi genu va 
first instituted by Mr. clmcider, who ha, how­
e er, admitted into it two pecie which e ' m m re 
properly to belong to the genus Acrochordu , and 
which the reader will find so tationcu in th pre­
sent work. 

Sea, or Water- erpent, a Mr. chneid r ob­
serves, appear to have been known to the anci n~ ; 
since they are mentioned by the Greek writers ; 
lElian quotin g a pa. sage from an anonymou au­
thor relative to nakl': ' of very large iz and wi l 
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flat tails, produced in the Indian -.Sea'. Thfyart' 
also- mentioned by Arrian in the P eriplus l jlal'is /' 
Erythrtei, &c. &c. Aristotle obser es, that seli,f" 
pents are either of la.nd or fr~ water, or else~' 
the sea, and that these latter have a resemblance In 
most particulars to Land-Snakes, but have a head 
like a Conger. It is probable, ho\~ ever, that SOll t C 

of the Murrenre were confounded by the an cien ts, 
as they are-even by some of the moderns, with tIle 
real or propet Sea-Snakes. 

Co-U7BRINE H·YDRUS. 

HydrusColubritqtt. H. plutnbcus cinguli8l1igris. 
Lead-coloured Itydrlls, with black unounding bands. 
Hydrus colubrinus. Schneid. Ampla. 1. p. ~38 . 

Colub('r laticaudatu. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 383. lIIus. Ad. Frid. 
p. 31. t. 16./ . 

THIS species, which is much more nearly a1li d 
to the gnus Coluber than any of the rest, is a 
native of the Indian al d American seas, and is 
frequently seen towards t11~ coast of the south­
em islands in the ·PacHic. Its generallengtb is 
about two f1 and a half, but it 'probably grows 
to a much lar er size: the head is con~r d with 

cale ': the y i cylindric, the tail tel'-
ilattelled and llloda-ately dilated 
whole len h of the under parts i3 
and of suo audal scales, as in the 

that they are somewhat 
\Ill r the compres 'ed 

r of the vIole animal is. 
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CA PIA HYDRU . 5S7 

a strong plumbeou or livid blue, with numerou , 
modentely broad, deep brown or blacki h band 
from head to tail, each completely urrounding 
the body, but being rather paler beneath than 
a!;o\'e: a light tino'c of ) clJow is also ditfu d 
:dollg" the abdomen and O\'e!' the front of the 
lH';ld. This is a poi anal! Serpent, but the fanO' 
nre remarkably small for the size of the animal. 

CASPIAN lIi"J)HUS. 

] Iyurus Caspius. ]T. dorsi 'II1{]cu/is lIigri~' urbiru/alis, cnllda ni­
grica/ltc mucrone gemil/o, tll/O sUJlra a/(erulII posit". Schl/eid. 
Amph.fasc. 1. p. 244. 

Olivaceo-cinercous Bydrus, paler uen ath, \~ith ulack orLicu- .. 

lar spots quincuncially dispo d in four c l'i~~ ullwn till' back, 
and the tai l terminated by It douLJle poilll. 

Colubcr I1ydru. . LUI. S!Jst. }..'at. Gmd. p. 110 . Pall. it. 1. 
p.439· 

D ESCIU LIED hy Dr. Pallas, and said to be found 
in the Rhille and the ea pian ea: length about 
three feet; colour olivaceo-eincreou, with f~ Ill' 

W\V of orbicular black pots diposed in a quin­
cuneiai cries down the back: abdomen ycllowi h, 
res elated with black; a black band on ach ide 
the neck, meeting in a point behind tile head, and 
accompanied by two oblong blaeki It pots: tail 
almost entirely black, and terminated by a mall 
double point, one beneath f he other: hal> the ge­
neral habit of an AlIguis, h<.L :; iog a mall head, 
mall eyes with a ye:low circle, tw row of small 

teeth, and a yery long, black tongue. 
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GltEA'l' HYDRUS. 

lIydrus Major. If, li:oidlls,Ja.sciis deCUrrCI(tiJJul Juscis, squ«1nis 
"eragonia abrupte carillatis. . . 

Livid Hyarll~, with Lro\\'n decurrent band, and hexagonal 
abruptly carinat~d ~eal (' s . '"; . 

THIS is a large species, which does not appear 
to have been yet distinctly d escr~bed . Its lengt h 
is more than three feet: its colour pale or li"id , 
marked throughout the whole length of the back 
by a series of large transverse, . semi-decllrrent 
4,usky bands: the tail banded more deeply, or ~u 
as to shew less of the ground-colour: it is much 
stricturetl at the begilllling, or place 'of the vent 
and thence very considerably widens towards t be 
tip, which i obtusely pointed: the length of tIle 
tail is about four inches, and the scales wh i('h 
cover it are of a somewhat sCjuare oj' lozenge form, 
and so disposed as to resemble in some degree thos~ 
of a fish : they are all marked by an abrl.l.pt 
middle carina; the scales on the body are chiefly 
hexagonal, and are carinated in the arne manner: 
those on the head large and angular: along the 
lower part of the abdomen runs a pretty strongl:y 
marked carina; the scales being not dilated into 
any appearance of scuta, but merely l11 arked ~y a 
middle line of divi ion on the very edge of the 
carina: the, vent 1S surrounded by a row of large, 
strong, lengthened scaler, ; and in one specimen 
are two tl'ictures at the commencement of the 
tail, viz. at the place of the vent, and at about 
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three quarters of an inch beyond it, the latt r 
being terminated by a long, aculeated cale. 
This is a marine species, but its particular hi tory 
seems to be unknown: it appears to be furni bed 
on each side the upper ja\ with a row of mall 
teeth, one of which on each ide i much larger 
than the rest, and on being ex~mined with a len, 
is evidently tubular, the slit toward the point 
being much longer in proportion than in that of 
the Rattle-Snake, anel even forming a continued 
furrow along the greater part. of the tooth. N a­
tive of the Indian seas. 

"AR. ? 

A SPEcrME~ somewhat less than the former, i 
of a brown colour, tht dor al b'!-nd appearing rnu h 
less distinct: but as both animals appear to have 

. bt:en long preserved in spirits, too much depend­
ance shou\d not be placed on this particular. 
These snal/es are preserved in the Briti h Mu eum, 
as is als another, which, jt:t general form, 1 ngth, 
&c. is Hied to the preceding, but e~m to have 
difle ' d considerably in pattern ~np colour, the 
ba as being yellow, {lecurrent, and becoming al-
ernato-collfiuent beneath, so as to lea\'e large 

round side-spots of the white ground-colour. 
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SLENDER H Y"DRU S. 

Hydrus Gracilis. II. corpore anterius graci/limo squamis O'i!atis 
/a:vibu6, posterius crQSsiore squamis hexagonis abrvptc trullca!;s. 

Hydrus with th e fore part of the body very slender, !l,nd co­
vered with smooth qvate scale ; the hind part thicker and 

covered with abruptly-carinat ed hcxagonal 3cales. 

LENGTH about two feet: head very small, or 
not of greater diameter than the neck, and co­
vered with large scales: neck and fort! part of the 
body very slender, not more than about a fifth of 
an inch in diameter, and cylindric for the di­
stance of about seven inches, when it beg in s t o 
enlarge and flatten into a carina on the npper 
part, which is continued , to the end of the tail. 

. The slender part above mentioned is co\'ered 
with ovate smooth scales; the remainder of the 
animal with hexagonal ones, each marked with an 

. abrupt central carina: the tail is ab ut an inch 
and three quarters long, flat, and obtmely-acum i­
nated, but not so broad as the thickest p: rt of the 
body: its lower edge is less carinated tl.;:tn the 
upper, the row of hvagonal scales of t11C abo "lmen 
being cont~nued on this part to the tip. The ~o-
10m of the whole animal is now grown pale, but 
appear to have been banded all along the upper 
parts from 'head to tail with nume~ous, equidistant 
brown and somewhat obtuseJy pointed bands reach;"" 
ing almost to the abdomen, those on the small or 
cylindric part of the body being continued into 
annuli: the stricture or contraction at the place 

..... 



BLUEISH BYDRU • 

of the vent j not so strongl '7 marked as in the 
great Hydrus, to which thi specie appear allied 
in some particulars. It i pre erved in the Bri­
tish l\1useum. 

BLUEISH HYD')W S. 

Hydrus Crerule cen. H. CteruieSCffl8,jascii4 dtcurrmtibta C4Ull. 
leis, abdoTlline albo. 

BIuci~h IIydrus, wi th dusky-hIur decurrent band ', and whit 
abdoln('n. 

LE:NGTH two ft'et: habit re emblill that of the 
Great Hydrus, but the abdomen ha a in 1 and 
perfectly undivided row of hexagonal cal ,fr m 
the throat to the beginuillO' of the ta'i. of about 
the tenth of an inch in diameter, and forming a 
flat carina on that part: back marked by a carina 
also, but the scales not differin in shape from tho e 
on the r,t of the body, being hexag nnJ, with n 
abrupt m'iJdle carina: head 110t broader than t1 
neck, nd covered with large scale : tail two 
'nc s and a quarter long, and of the usual form 
in ,' lis genus, being moderately bro~d, but, in 
'fe preceding animal, not equalling the thick t 

part of the body. Colour pale livid blue abo e, 
and white beneath, out marked throughout it 
whole length, as in the preceding specie, by de­
current fasctre of a deeper blue, and willeh dip on 
the hite of the sides: thv commence immedi­
ately from fl head, ~he top of which is of a .imi-
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lar colour. It is an }~t-Indian species, and is 
preserved in the British Museum. 

SHORT HYDRUS. 

Hydrus Curtus. H.fta'C~scens c'UrtllS, ja8ciiJ der:urrentibu$ sub. 
acuminati8 jllScis, supra 8ubconftuentibus. 

Yellowish short Hydrus, with dusky decurrent subacuminated 
bands somewhat COQfiuent above. 

LENGTH about a foot: body compresseJ, and 
considerably thicker in proportion to its length 
than in any of the preceding: head f1attish, co· 
vered with large scales; neck or fore part but 
little thinner than the rest of the body; tail about 
an inch long, and of the usual form; scales on aU 
parts hexagonal, and swall for the size of the ani­
mal; back carinated; abdomen more obtusely so, 
having a row of hexagonal scales : colour pale 
yellow, with a pretty close series of deeRly decur­
ren t dusky bands from head to tail, and \0 placed 
as to appear alter~ately confluent on tht '.top of 
the ' back, more espe~ially near the head. An 
East-Indian specIes. Preserved in the Brt~jsh 

Museum, 

• 



FASCIATED HYDRUS. 

I-Iydrus Fasciatus. H. niger,fasciis asctlldentibus.fia'vidis. 
Black Hydrus with ascendent yeIlt)wi h bands. 
Anguis laticauda. Lill. Mus. Ad. Friel. 2. p. '" . 
Hydrus fasci atllS. Sclmeid. Amph • .}. p. 24-0. 
Tatta Pam. Russel's Ind. Sup. pl. 44. 
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THE Fasciated Hydrus is described and figured 
py MI'. Vosmaer, in his work on orne of the rarer 
species of animals, as well a! by Dr. Ru sel, in his 
publication on the Indian Serpents. It appear, 
from the account of MI'. Schneider, to arri e a.t a 
considerable size, though the pecimen figllr d by 
Dr. Rus<;el scarcely measures two feet in len th; 
it is of a long a.nd slender habit, and i of a black 
colour, fasciated throughout its whole length by 
pretty closely placed yellowish white pointed 
Lands, rising upwards from the abdomen, and 
almost meeting at their tips on the ridge of t e 
Lack: ele head is small, 01' not broader than the 
neck, nd is covered by large scales; the neck 
cylir,dric: the back carinated, the sides rleclinin , 
an:" the belly roundish: the scale on the trunk, 
t£I I, and belly, orbicular, close, and not imbri-

./ / cated: the tail, which does not much exceed the 
diameter of the body, terminates obtusely, y t 
tipped with a point; the teeth are small; a mar· 
ginal and two palatal rows appearing in the upper 
jaw; and, therefore, accordmO' to the general fule, 
it may be supposed not poisonous: Mr. 'chueider, 
however, in the ]a:rger specimens which he en-

.. 



SPIRAL H Y DRUS. 

mined, observed a hrg.e , curved fang-like tooth 
on each side, hid, as it wer , in a sheath, This 
serpent is a native of the Indian seas : the speci­
inen described by Dr. Ru sel was foun d on the s~a 
beach at Vizagapatam, in August 1788, and ap· 
pea red very alert in its motions; yet, hen Pllt 

into a vessel of sea ,,~ater, in order to be kept for 
experiments relative to it bite, it very soon died. 

SPJItAL HYDR US. 

Hydrus 's. II, j1act8Ce7IS 11 sco josciatus, fasciis subius ill 
10llgi fudiiiaa CfII!fluelitihus. corpore spiralitcr COll torto, 

'Yellowish Hydrus tvith brow,n bands, longitudiua1\y confluent 
beneath, and spi~ally contorted botl y. 

THE present highly elegaut species appears to 
have been hitherto unnotic.ed: its length is ahout 
two feet, and its habit slender: th!! body much 
compressed throughout; the back risi,g into a 
very sharp carina; the abdomen being~ also ca­
rinated, but ing a flattened edge 0 ~ scales 
$omewhat wider than the rest, and meas ring 
abou the fifteenth of an . eh in diameter: he 
pead is small, ;u1d ~overed with large scales: t ' 

mouth ide; the scale on the whole animal lno­
dt:rately small, ovate, and slIghtly carinated: the 
ground colour is yellowJ barred in a beautiful 
manner fro to tail with deep chesn.ut- ~ 
brown cki h fa cia:, each widening on the 
abclmn and thus forming a highly distinct and 
handsome t>att,ern when viewed on each side, 
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\ seeming to constitute so many large, round, y 1-
\iow spots on a blackish round: the back, at 

about the middle, is marked, alooo- its upper part, 
with a row of rather large, rouno, blackj h p t 
situated between the eire and 0 plae d t 
be in some parts on one ide, and in oth r on 
the opposite side of the do)' 1 carina, while omc 
few are seated 00 the middle of the rid it If: 
this variegation i ' continued to tb tail,' bich i 
about an inch and three quarter Ion 0', black r 
deep brown, with a few yt'llow patch toward it 
beginning: it is remarkably broad for the iz f 
the animal, and vcry thin on the c Ige, 0 to 
be semitrallsparent on those parts. Th roo t r -
l1lurkable circumstance in thi n' k' i the inn-u­
la r obliquity of its form; the b d ' in clift rent 
parts being alternately flatter on on ,ide than the 
other, and the pattcrn cornl~lctely t'xpre d on 
the llattened side on Iy; the other or more com'c 
side bein!?i unm:l1'kcd by the rOlll,ld ~ ,al\d lying 
as it were beneath; thu COll tltlltmg se\' ra al­
ternately spiral eun'e': this nake l.CI!lS of all 

unusually stiff and ela tic nature, and the carW<4 
on the back is so ~harp as to urpas in thi re­
spect every other spccic~ of rpent. The ped­
men is in the British :\J Ul>cum, but its particular 
history seems to be unknown. 

I 
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BLACK-?ACKED HYDR U S. 
/ 

Hydrus BicoJor: H. capite oUongo, corpore SZlpra nigro, injra 
fiavido, cauda m{JJ'u1oaa. 

Hydrus with oblong head, body black aboy!:' :lnd yellowish be­
, ne~th, with spotted tail. 
Hydrus bico)or. Schneid. Amph. 1. p. 240. 

Anguis Platura. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 391. 
Nixboa Quanquec(Jlla, seu serpens rara .Mexicana cauda lata, 

Se". 2.p. 80. t. 77.f. 1. . 
Nalla WBhlagillee Pam. Russ. Ind. Sup. p. 47. pl. 4 J , 

THIS species is readily di stinguished by the re­
markable distribution of its Golours; the head and 
upper parts being of a 'deep black, the lower parts 
pale yellow, and the tail spotted; along the sides 
runs a row of smaller scales than the rest, and of 
a brighter yellow; the' head is black, and is of an 
elongated form in front, bulging behind, subcon­
vex above, and a little compressed laterally: it is 
covered with large scales ; the mouth is .wide; the 
.teetIl smill and numerou., there being a margina! 
and two palatal rows in the upper jaw: the body 
is compressed, and the back highly carinated : the 
scales orbicular and very minute: the general 
length about two. feet and a half; the tail about 
three inches. It is a native of the Indian seas~ ' 
and is said to be c'ommon near the coa~ s of the 
island of Otaheitee, where it is ned by the name 
of Eto()na-toree, and is used as.an article of food. ,.., 

I 
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DARK-BLUE HYDRUS. 

i1ydrus Atrocreruleus • . H. atroon-ulcus, abdomine jlftCuCtflte, 
linea media c~rulea. 

Dark-blue Hydrus, with yeliowish abdomen marked by 8 

middle line of blue. 

Mutta Pam. Russ. Ind. Sfrp. p. 3~ pl. 30. 
Hydrus Enydris. Schneid. Amp". FQ4Ch. 1. p. 245. 

LENGTH one foot eight inches: colour a v ry 
dark changeable blue; abdomen y lIo, i h , hit 
with a dark blueish line along the middl : h d 
small. and covered with large scale : fore par of 
the body slender; circumference of th funk, in 
the thickest part, about two inches and a quart r: 
tail short, small, taper, and compTe ed. Thi~ 
snake, which is described by Dr. Russel, wa taken 
in an Indian lake called Anknpilly, in one of the 
traps employed for catching eels : it appear d t 
be hnrmless; having in the upper jaw a mar ina) 
and two palatal ruws of small refle • teeth. 

CINEREOUS HYDHU S. 

Hydrus Cinereus. H. cinemts, rostro IUiJtrtlllcato, abdontint 1Ub­
jiav(scente. 

Ash-coJoured Hydrus, ,\ilh subtruncntcd ~nout, and abdom n 

tinged with yellow. . 
HyJrus Rynchops. Schneid. Amp/ •. 1. p. u6. 
Karoo Bokadam. Russ. Ind. ~rrl" p. 2S. I'I. 17. 

LENGTH near three feet and a half: thickne 
neal' the head abou t three inches : middle of tlle 
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trunk four inches and a half: head somewhat 
broader than the neck, yet appearing small in pro­
portion to the 'trunk: rather convex above, com­
pressed on the sides, and projecting into a hort 
obtuse or subtruncated snout, vhich is covered 
with smallish laminre of various sizes: the remain­
der of the head, as well as of tr.e whole upper ..... 
-parts, with ovate or sub orbicular carinated scales, 

mall est on the head: eyes small and vertical : 
mouth not large: teeth close set, not regular, 
small, and reflex; a marginal and two palatal 

ill the upper jaw. Colour of the scaly part 
Bout pale cinereous; the rest of the arumal 

, ver deep grey or ash-colour: abdomen tinged 
. with y~llow: tail a little compressed, eight inche 

in length, moderately taperioO', and terminating 
jn an obtuse point. Sent to Dr. Russe fi'om 

. Gaflljam in July 1788: the particulars 0 its hi -
tor unknown: placed in this genus by Schneider 
from its habit and alliance with the precedinc:r. 

, 

FISHING HYDRUS. 

lIydrus iscator. H. jmCO-jlfJ'DU«llS, maculis rotundatis l1igris 
lilleisque cOllnecte'lltibus. 

Browni h-yellow Hydru , with round d b ( 5 j oined b) 
connecting line. 

Hydrus Pisco.tor. &luttid • .4mP/'-11. 247. 
eeli Koca. R'USs. Ind. &rp. p. 3 . pl. 33. 

LEN'GTH about two feet nin inches: cir"um­
~ rence three inche and a half: head rather 
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b ad, ovate, somewhat depre ' ed, and laterally 
r.0l pressed; covered with large calc ; ta1't 1,' J 

inches in length, slightly carinated, tap ring \' r 
gradually, and tel minating shal~)ly: head c1u k " 
rest of the animal y Ilowish Lmwll , with Dum r u.' 
round black spots joined by Ilarrow lillet r (YU­

! ... .-Jy di~po ed in oblique rO\rs, a f w calc:: of Jinht 
yellow beill~ intehpersed: abdolllen y ' lIm\'i h 
white. Kati\'c of Illdia, h qUt'lItillg ret paddy 
fields, and C0I1111101l1y red.ollt'd a \I ater- nak : 
moves swiftly, and carries It head lIju'h, with a. 
menacing air, itt its progrc 'sioll, but wheu pro­
yoked did not either hiss or snap at a. ti k PI' -
scnted to it: was \lot pl'O\'uked to bite a. 'hi 1 ('U, 

tbough pecked sen'ral tillles II)' the animal: tlllr" 
ing the tillie of tlli experilllent it tiJJ(.'w up a 

pretty large fish, which appeared to han! been out 
a short time in the l.tomach: i ' 11Ot. a j>oisollou ' 

specie) the teeth resembling tll<!~e of ther inn -
CUOLIS serpents: du s not vcry ploperl)' bC'hmg to 

this genus. . 

l\JAHSH BY Vlll: S. 

lIydrl1~ Palustrj ~ . H. fiISCI)jlll'CC8CCII ,!, maclllt. "/rumonl fi 
lineis(/ ue intrrjcctis, (lhu'omillc periacro, 

llro" nish-yellow 11 drus, \\ ith rhomboid bro\\ n spot and in­
tcrjectl'o lines, and pCII'.rl coloured abdomen. 

llyorus palustris. Schneid. Amp/'. p. 249. 
Paragoodo,o. Russ. If/d. Serp. p. :'5. pl. 20, 

ALLIED to the preceding pecle : len th mor 
than two feet : trun\( round; wellinO" and dimi-

Y. HI. P. II. 37 
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nishing in a gradual manner: head broadi " 
oblong, covered with large scales: tail round, 
about five inches and a half long, and " ery taper : 
colour of the animal on the upper parts yel­
lowish brown, beset with oblique rows of rhom­
boid brown spots with black borders, and between 
each range of spots runs a ferruginous line: t . 
whole forming a decussated pattern of spots and 
lines: scales oblong and carinated: tail plain or 
unspotted: abdomen pearl-'coloured. This spe­
cies, according to -Dr. Russel, is not uncommon 
in lndia, frequenting damp grounds, and the bor­
ders of tanks, and growing to a size much large!' 
than that of the specimen above described: it is 
llot a poisonous species: in reality it is not very 
properly stationed in the present genus, having 
neither flattened tail, nor carinated abdomen. 



I?? 



I.A.'rGAYA. LANGAYA. 

SCIlla JbdominaJiJ. 
AIII/llii caudalcs. 
SqllamtE terminales. 

Generic Cltamcter. 

! Abdominal Platt. 
Caudal Rings. 
TC"(minal S:,zln. 

S,,"ol' Tr:n LA '\(1A "A. 

Lanp:l1ya r\asu ta. L . lIIC1xifla .",{/Criorc rostrala. 

Langaya with thc' lIrrcr jaw prodllcC'd In form of a nou!. 
LUIl;raha. Bruglliere. JOllrll. de PIt.'1riqur, 17 -I . Crtrf/' 

2. /J . ..j.(i9. 

Abdominal sca les J ' 4, caudal ring< .~ '~ . 

T II E gCl'lUS Langaya, consi ting' of 
spec ies onl.v, differs from all tll r t of the 
tribe in ha\'ing the upper part I' b innin 
tail marked into complete rin(~ ' '01' circular divi­
sions re~embling tho!!>l' on th body of th Amphis­
Ua?1lfl, while the extreme or t erm illal part i o­
vered with small sc:tl s, a in the (J'cnu A uia. 

The Languya nasuta, or Lon - u cI La ayn, 
is a native of .:\Ia.c1aga.scac, and app 'ars t }lav 
been first dc. cribed by 2\IOllS. Bruguicrc of the 
Royal Society of : fontpcllicr, whose ount of 
it is inserted in the Journal do Physique for the 
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year J 784., The length of the individual described 
was about two fret eight inches, and its greatest 
diameter about seven lines: the head is covered 
with large scales, but the snout, which is ex­
tremely long and sharp, projecting to a consider­
able distance beyond the lower jaw, is covered 
with very small s'cales: the teeth, in shape :lI1U 

disposition, resemble those of a Viper: the scales 
on the upper parts of the body are rholllboidal, 
of a reddish colour, :md each marked at the base 
by a small grey circle, with a yellow spot in the 
middle: the und er parts are pale or whitish: the 
number of abdominal scuta, as well as of circles 
on the tail , is obscn'ed to yary ill thi s sna ke, 
as is also the colour, which in one individual 
was violet, with darker colourecl specks on the 
back. The natives of l\1adagascar are ~· aid tu 
hold the Langaya in great dread, cunsidering it a­
a highly poisonous serpenr. 
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ACROCHOB. , ~ 
• CROCIIORD r 

GClleria nora tel' • . 

JAVA eRO 1l0HD l ' , 

Ac:rochorclus JnVllllicu ·. .A. 1Iigricalts, sub/us albidll.\ . lilt 'il'lI' 
jllseo macu1atis, 

Blackish Acrochol'tlu , \vhiti Ii beneatu, wi th till' ,idl" mark.:" 
by dusky spot, 

ACl'Ochordlis Javanitus. Hor. . Act. ' / uchu/lII. Ii i, 

THE remarkable snake which gavt' ri ' to the 
i ll stitutio{) of thi s new genu J j a na i" of the 
islapd of Java, and wa fir t de crihed by 1\11. 
11 0 1'11 ted in ' the wedish Tran a 'tioll. tI the 
year 1787, and ill th J Oil rnal d l~hy iqu fi r the 
year 1788. It ,wa found 'n a lorge pepper· utld 
near Sangasan, ' in the yeCl{ 17 ~J;, and m ' ur d 
about eight fe t in len rth' tl tl)j kn of the 
neck being ix inch~ that of the] r t palt of 
the body ten inches, and"l at f tJ1 ttli l an inch 
and half: the colour of thq upper part of the an imal 
was blackish, and of the tl1ldel' part whiti~h; the 
ides marked with d usJ..)' pots: the head trun-
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cat~d, depressed, and scaly : the jaws equal, the 
superior being e11larginated beneath; the interior 
curved: the eyes lateral, on the fore part of the 
head; the irides livid: the nostrils circular, s111alL 
approximated, and situated above the tip of the 
snout: the rictus qr gape rather smalL for the size 
of the body: the teeth in both jaws subulate, very 
sharp, and reversed, without allY appearance of 
fangs, and accompanied by a double row of very 
small teeth in the palate: the tongue thick at the 
base, the forked part black and slender: the body 
entirely covered, as well as the tail, with rough 
tricarinated warts: the Yent small, the body Hry 
suddenly tapering towards the t ai l. This snake 
was secured by a Chinese, by means of a split 
bamboo applied over its neck, and thus carried to 
Batavia, where, on being skinned and opened, 
exclusiye of a quantity of in digested fruit, were 
found five completely formed young, measuring 
nine in ches each: the flesh of the an imal was eaten 
by the Chinese people, who affirmed that it was 
excellent food, and the skill, being preserved in 
spirits, was brought over to Europe by 1\1r. H orn­
sted, and deposited in the Museum of the Ki ng 
of Sweden. 

. . 
• 

" 





DOUBTF 

Acrochordu Dubju~. 

1tigro-7fUICUlatis • 
Brown Acro hordu-, with ('arinall'd abdoJnrll, 

ted with black. • 

IN its ' general appearance aud proportion 
very nearly does tbe pr nt s rpellt re. e bt the 
preceding 01' J avail. specie that one d cription 
might almost serve for both ccjJt that the head 
in this is covered with vel'y minute l'Oucrh or art d 
' cales, ' differing in size alone from tho e 11 otll r 
parts of the animal, wherea, if we ma r I' 11 

the ac,curacy of . fr .. Horn t d' d criptioll' Ild 
figure- of the Javan roc;hordu 1 t part is 
..:ovel'ed with flat, ovate scale, and of a tal' dif' .. 
ferent appearance from the lIluricat d 01' wart­
like scales on e\'ery other part. The iz of th 
pre en t specimen also falls much hOI t of t he for­
mer, measuring only. about e ie tin length : 
its colour js an ob cure browD with ome ill .. 
defined clouds and patches of a dal'h t r colour di -
persed a}ol\g the side and abdol1len: tbe hapc of 
the vent, tbicknes of body, d udden contrac­
tion at the beginning of the ,taO], as well a the 
comp~rati\'e size ancl hape of th t part are x­
actly similar:- the abdom e:-·1 • how v r, in thi roo 
pent is slighdy carinated h atb t ward the tail, 
whicho i a ciTCUImtance. m.l1 particularized in _Ir. 
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Hornsted's description of the J avan species. The 
present specimen is in the British Museum, and 
the highly accurate engraving '~'hich accompanies 
this article will shew in the most satisfactory 
manner the resemblances and discrepances be­
tween this ' and th~ former animal. Its nati n­
place is not particul ized, 

FASCIA'fED ACROCHORDUS • 

. Ai:[()cho:rous Fa,sciatlb. A.fuligi1lO$Us, abdomille carinato,jascii. 
lizteraliiJu$ tUCendelltib~8 alhidis. . 
'gino\ls Acro hordus, with carinated abdomen, and whitish 

aecE'ndent lateral ands. 
drns granulatos. H. corpore ttobro juligino,~o, fascii,~ albis ill 

t'mtte ltztioribus cineto. cApi«. A1I1ph. Falc. 1. p. 243. 

TH1 is 0 much allied to the preceding, that it 
may per . be aonbted whether it re~lly differs 
in any ot er respect than age, size, and cast of co-
10l: 1"S, measuring about eighteen inches in length, 
and being of a: dusky-brown colour, with several 
paler fascire which take their rise trom the abdo­
men, and ascenll on t11e sides: the abdomen is 
-carinated, a6 in t1le former. This is certainly the 
Hydrus granulatus of Mr. neider, who, ill his 
'Work on the Amphiliia, desCribes it as a water· 
mak, tb'ougb, ee . gl, without any other 
fo datil> than Its: mg a carinated abdomen; 

other characters by_ no means agreeing with 





FASCIATED ACHOCHORD 

those of the genuine Hydri. ~Ir. hneider ob­
seryes its near affinity with the Horn tedian r­
chordus, but mention nothillO" parti ular 1-
tiYe to its native place. The in lh 
British l\1useUIl1, and i · H'ry fie r PI' -
"~Ilted on the annexed plate .. 



SLOW-WORM. 

Generic Chat'acler. 

I 
Squamtt abdominales et sub- II Scales both on the abdomen 

caudales. and beneath the tail. 

T HIS genus' is e~si1y disting uished by having 
the abdomen and under part of the t ail covered 
with scales of silnilar appearance to· those on 
the rest of the animal, except that in some few 
'species they are rather larger: to this may be 
added, that the body is of a shorter and more llui­
formly cylindric form than in the genus Coluber, 
and that the eyes are, in general, small, and the 
taill;athel' obtuse: 110 poisonous species of Anguis 
has yet been discovered. To the English generic 
title, Slorv-lf7Q1'm, ' some objection may perhaps be 
made, and it is not to. be imagined tJlat all the 
animals of this genus are remarkably slow in their 
motions; though, from the want of scuta, they 
perhaps may be allow~d to moye with less rapidity 
than the generality of Snakes: 



CO ll MO ~ SLO\\,-WOI M. 

-,\nguis fragi lis. A. W is~ t/ . rt!ft·~Ct" IS> duna .lit '(1 
mille )1{u II/lxio. 

r..ufou, -gl't:'y Slu\\-\\'o.r1\\, with th,' '-'ack 
alld ll'aJ-coloUl\'d'(1 bJII IlICII 

Anguis fragib. Lill . .. 'i!pt . Au~. )1. 9~j . l~lIr. f. 

;:;" ~ci lia... .A.{d,.. G CSII. U'lj . J(jll~t. .(, 

·Blind-Worm . Pel/It . Brit, Zuuf. ~. p. ~;; . 1. 4. 
LOllg-Cripple. Bod. C OUtU'. 1', '2S~. pl. '1 • 11/111". 

Abdom ina'! snile, 135, ~ lIb (,lI l1 lhll 13'>. 

Til IS spec ies is f()und in alltl t all parts 
rope in similar ituations with the comm n oak, 
;ll~d is a perfectly iJll1oxious animal, li\'iu n 
worms and insects: its usual1en oth i from t ' ll t( 

twelve inches, and sometime ven mol' : it cu­
lour is pale rufous browlI above, \\'ith thl' e uar­
row longitudinal.dorsal treaks 01' lint! of a c1urktr 
cast; and ' u neath a deep lead-colour; the Ilea 1 i 
rather sn~all, and covel'co iu front \1 ith 1al' • 
scales, as in InO t other innoxiou . rp\.' llt : th 
eyes are very small: the tail mea me mol" than 
half the length of the animal, and t rmiuM 
pretty suddenly in a s li(~htly .acuminated tip. 
The Slow-\Vorm ~~ viviparou:> auillli I, and on c­
times produc s a very numerou off' pring: like 
other serpents, it vari in jutcIIsit f oloUl 
pifferent period, and the \ Ollll g ale comm 01 
of a deeper tast thau tht:1' parent: the en 'ful 
motion of this animal are rather low than 
otherwise, 'e ' cept when endeavouring to e cape' 
and the young seem to' move more lowly tha 



A:Jl~RDEEN" SLOW-WORM. 

the f~ll grown one~: Slow-Worms can, however, 
occasionally exert a considerable degree of swift- , 
ness, and can readily penetrate the loose soil, in 
order to conceal themselves from pursuit: they 
are often found in considerable numbers, during 
the winter season, ~t some depth beneath the SUl/'- I 
face; re~iring on the approach of winter, an 
lying in a state of torpidity, and again emerf,fiig 
from their con cealments on the approach 'of 
spring, when they cast their skin, and recover 
~heir former liveliness. It is observed of this spe­
cies, as well as of some others, that jf struck with 
any degree of violellce, the body llOt only breaks 
abruptly on the struck part, but e~en sometimes 
,at different places: the skin is remarkably strong, 
and the an imal, when handled or irritated, has a 
way of stiffening itself by stretching to its utmost 
length, in which state, if any part of the skin be 
injured, the separation soon takes place in conse­
quence of this rigidity, instead of yielding l!ke 
the more limb.er Ladies of the snakes; , 

Vm'. ? 

ABERD EEN LOW-WORM . 

Anguis Eryx ? UII. Sysf. Nat. P,. 923. Prxll, Brit , Zoot., 3. 
p,33. 

A-bdominal scales 126, subcaudal 136. 

THIS seems to be no other than a ya~' iety of tIlt: 
. fragilis, differing merely in being something 

\luger, an4.of rather darker colours: found in. 



PAINTED .SJ.OW-WOUM. 5 I 

some parts of Scotland, and, according t Lin­
nreus, in America also. 

SPECKLED SLO\\·-i'·OI1 . r. 

Anglli~ ~I (' l ('a~ ri . . A. gri.'eo-n!lrscc;ls. undiljl,r.f'lI4C&-puncJa/a. 
Hl/fo {ls-~r('.v Slow-Worm, ~p('d.l ('d on all . id· with brown. 
, \lIgui s i\lcl pagris. Lin. :yst. Nat. p. 390. 
Serpc n~ Crl'cilia <l'U SrytAlc. . ch. Z. t .. 21./ 4. 
A bdolllinul ~ca l r J 65, SUbl'!llld!l\ 3Z. 

THIS, according to ebas 11O'UI' quotd by 
Linmeus, appears so nearly allied to th common 
Slo\\'-Worm that it might almo t be con id red a 
the same animal, difrering in the wan f th' dor­
sal streaks, :lntl in having the whol upper urfac 
freckled with minute deep-brown speck, the tip 
of each sC:.Jlc being of that colour: it i a native 
of the F.ast Indie '. 

PAIN'J' f. D SLow-wour. 

Anguis Sr),la1('. A.fllb:a,fasciis lIltemil ,ligns. 
Fuh'ous low-Worm, with alternate black band 
Anguis ScytaJe( Lill. Syst. Nat. p. 923. ltIUI. Ad. Fnd. p. 

21. t. 6.f. 2. 
Merian Sur;1I. t. 69. 
Abdominal scales 240, subcaudal 13. 

THE Painted Slow-Wortu j a sp ci of ingu­
lar beauty : its general length is about a foot and 
half or two feet .. and its diameter moderat in 



CORAL SLOW-WOIUi>f. 

prE?porlion: the ground-colour is a rich yelJow­
ferruginous or orang'e, on which are disposed, 
throughout the whole length of the animal,_ nu­
mel'OUS, m6derately broad, equidistant, jp.t-black 
t $verse bands, not continued en tirely round the 
boc1y, ~'ut alternating with each othel;, and termi- J 

nating in rounded extremities: the scales on· ';i~(;/ 
int n iate parts are generally tipped with bro~ 
exhibiting more or jest) of a speckled appearance 
pn the skin: when tbis animal, however, has been 
preserved for any considerable length of time in 

Ol'ange-colour fades into white, in con-
of wm the specimen uS,ually seen in 

ms H>~l' ariegated only with black and 
ild is sma!!, and the tail very short, 

ot abo e 0 e twentieth of the whole length, 
terminating obtusely: this species is a native 

th America and 8() e of the West -Indian 

CORAL LOW-WORM. 

J\nguis Corallina. A. nt~~CC'1I8, sangllweo-'Cariatlls. 

Pale-red Slow-Worm, "ith blood-!' d vadegatiom. 
Anguis corallinl1s. LiIl .. !J 't. :J;61. Gmel. p. 1123. 

erpens coralloides Brasilicnsi n. .~. 2. t. 7:'>.j: 2. 

It 'LARGE and highly el t species: length 
ab t a foot and half: tltickness very consider­
able J"ed, with very broad 

iegations of deep coral 
rat arge, and of a 

.~~ 
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BLACK-BANDED SLOW-WORM. 

rounded form, and the head and tail are remark­
ably obtu e. his beautiful animal i a nativ f 

• South America l where it is aid to be found in 
woods, and to prey on the larger in ect a colo~ 
pendrre, &c. &c.: in colour it ometim ,"ali 

mixture of black being blended with th r d on 
the sides, and the band mol" num rou lD om 
specimens than in others. 

:Anguis Ater. A. alJn4S m fascitlhtt. 
Wff'lte Slow- orm, with bilt k band 
~nguis Ater. 'lin. SyGt. Nat. Gmel. p. 1123. 
-Amphisbrena Coilonica foomina. 8th. I. 5./. 

.. M u C H allied' general a~'an c to the pr -
cedillO' but diffi . g ih coWur, bcifHr white with 

0' .... . 

black banns: the abdominal al, accordin to 
Seba's figure, on tll thol'lty of which thi p ci 
is o'iven,' aTe somewhat dilated, 0 as to appr ach 
in some dt:gl'ee to tho ' e in the genu Coluber: l}!l.­

ti-\ie of South America. 

\ 



GLASS SLOW-WORM. 

Anguis Velltralis. A. 'ligro-viresCeltli, flaw punctalus, a[;rJomin~ 

hrevissimo jla'IJo, suZeo 7aterali •. 
Blackish-green Slow-WorlD, speckled wi th yellow, with very 

short yellow abdomen, with 'a lateral furrow. 
Anguis ventralis. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 923. 
Glass Snake. Catesb. Carol. 2. pl. 59. 
Abdominal scales 127, subcaudal 222. 

THIS is a moderately large and handsome spe­
cies: general length about a foot and half or two 
fe~t: colour greenish brown, elegantly mottled with 
small pale yellow and black freckles: the uuder 
pa!ts pale yellow: the head small: from the cor­
ners of the mouth to the vent) along each side of the 
body, runs a deep furrow, separating the abdomen, 
,vhich is remarkably short, from the upper p:uts : 
the tail is more than twice the length of the abdo­
men, and terminates somewhat more acutely than 
is usual in this genus: the body is marked above 
by several rows of slightly dcvated stria;, which 
give the animal a general resemblance, except in 
colour, to the rema,l:kable liz,ard termed Lacerta 
apoda. This species is a native of North Ame­
rica, and is not Ullcommon in Carolina, where it 
is ~mown by the name of the Glass Snake. Ca­
.tesby informs us that "a small blow of a stick 
causes the body to separate, 'not' only at the place 
struck, but at two or thre.e other places, the mus­
cles 'being articulated Iuite through the verte­
brre." . 

. . 

-



SPOTTED SLOW-WOllH. 

An"lFUis 
nigra. 

y ellow Slow-Worm, with an alternately-fasciat d black d 
band. . . . 

Anguis maculata. Lill. Sy.t. Nat. p. 391. Mill. Lid. Flid. 
p. 21; t. 21./ 3. 

Tucuman, &c. dicta Ser~ns ex Paraguaja. &h. 2. t. lOO.j. 2. 
Serpens Amphisbooll& orietltn1is. 8th. 1. I. 53 •. 7. 
Abdominal scalell200, subcaudal )2. 

LENGTH about a foot and half or two feet: 
thickness moderate: colour yellow or orange, ith 
a black dorsal line; on each side of which are nu­
merous, narrow, alternating, transverse band of 
the same colour, continued throughout the whole 
length: the abdomen is traversed by Ie nume­
rous bat broader bands of a dusky colour: 
tive of South America. 

VAR. ? 



BLACK-.POTTED SLOW-WORM? 

Anpisl leucomelu. A. Gl6vI, wie triplici 'Vel quadruplici me. 
ttIlonm& doTlolirma nigrtmlfn. 

White, Slow-Worm 1 with a trifle 'Or quadruple dorsal series of 
black spots. . 

Vipera Brasiliensis TehauAc4at1 dicta. 8eh. 2. t. 78. f. 2, S. 

A BEAUTIFU L serpent; figured in the work of 
Seba: length about 'two feet: colout above milk­
white, with a triple row of hl8C spots down the 
upper part, the middle range being divided by a 
narrow fillet of . the white ground-colour: sides 
and abdomen tinged with yellow: head white, 
.large-scaled, and minutely speckled witn _black : 
tail rather short, and terminating somewhat ob­
tusely: this species has the habit of a Coluber in 
some degree, and is said by Seba to be smooth, 
roul\d, and plump, with an obtuse tail. 

RVFOUS SLOW-WORM. 

04. tota cupreo-rufa. 
".... ........... ..., ... w-Worm . ly of a coppery rufous colour. 

hisbama Amboinensis, squamis rubicund is obducta. $,[,. 
t . t.1.f. •. 

rH about a foot and half: thi ness mo­
· .... 'I~a.tjll'.!. cok>ur a uniform high rufous or coppery 

. hite spot the tip'l>f the tail: 
;'VI..-"CZI _ .... ;e size, rounded and eae 1 marked 

~un~J •• speck: Da: • of Am Olna. 



RETICUL~TED SLOW-WOllK. 

Anguis Reticulata. A. rosea. lquamU rhombN artc Wtrjcct_ 
alba reticulatil. 

Rose-coloured Slow-Worm, with rhomboid scales, nticulatecl 
by the intersti . 1 white skin. 

Amphisbama Amboinensia, corio quasi reticulato conspicua. 
Se6. 2. t. 7.f. 3. . 

OF similar size and hahit with the preceding,· 
but of a strong or deep rose-colour, covered ' with 
rhomboid scales, so plac'ed as every vhP.re to leave 
decussations of white between the several ro ,the 
skin appearing through the interstices: along the 
sides are a few oblong white patches, which form 
a kind nf fascim as they approach the tail, the tip 
of which is white: the head is also obs urely sur .. 
rounded by a white zone: native of Amboina. 

• 

SNOUTED SLOW-WORM. 

Angqis Nasuta. A. atruoireSf:lIl, auiJtUlji(lO(J, "tUO eiongttto. 
Greenish-black Slow-Worm, yellow beneath, with elonptecl 

snout. 
Anguis rostratus. (;. L. W tigtl lIlem. tlu Cuneuz til ,. N."" 

de &rlill, 3.,. 190. 
Abdo~inal scales 218, subcaudal12. 



JAMAICA SLOW-WORIII. 

'iilllltlUns, corpore smsim in-



I. 

" 



PUNCTUtATED stow-WaR • 

Rondon Talooloo Pam. Russ. 1ltd. &,.,. p. 4- ':;,pl. 43. 

A S l\fA L,L species, about six in"'he in I ngth, 
and of the diameter of a hen quill, ream- ' lured 
and powdered with innumerable hIn: k do : tail 
most extremely ' short and ubacuminate. . This 
species' is described in Dr. Rus r W l'k on th 
Indian Serpe~lts: it is common in Vi_ag:apa am, and 
is vulgar y considered as mi 'chievou ; it lD v 
with incredible swiftne , and a preim n im­
mersed in spirits remained alive mol' than t 11 

CLIV·IA.N SLOW-WORll. 

8cale. 
Anguis Clivicus. Lin. ~It. Nat Gmtl. p. 1122. 

p.69· 
Abdominal scales 177, subcaudai 37. Gron(Ji). 

SAID to be frequent . iIt the Dutchyof 
but seems a species not yet completely d eri 



Scytalle AJQericane. Seb. 2. t. 2.j. 1, 2, S, 4. 
. . 

A SMALL species, figured and sHghtly -described 
in the work of Seba: length· about ten inches: 
general proportions those of the common Slow­
W onn: colour very pale yellowi&h brown, thickly 
'Speckled .with pale blue, brown, and black spots : 
head in some specimens reddish, in others blue : 
native of South America. 

• 



• 



Amphisbama Alba. 4.. tota 
Amphisbama entirely white. 
Amphi~lIlr1a alba. Litl. Spt. NIII. ,. 393. 

p. 20. t. 6.f. 2. . 
Serpens ClIlcilia Americana. StIJ • .t.,. 25. t. 24.f. I. 



WHITE AMPHlSB NA. 
, 

or more in length, and being of a considerable 
ickness in prdportion: its fo ' is equally cy; 

'1""l1r,·',.. throughout; the head. which is covered 
1' .. '\" ...... "'".1& large sc~les, being of scarce greater diameter 

the body', and the tail, which is very short, 
.......... I4IIIUIJLQ, .. 'LU~ in a rounded extremity. The colour of 

species is white, but in some specimens tinged 
r08e- while in others the head 

incli 
the ad is 

eno\1 obtuse, the outh of moderate width, 
teeth 'short, strong, not very sharply pointed, 
constituting a single row of about fou'rteen 

t)r sixteen in each jaw: the tongue is very large, 
broad, thick, fiattish, and bifid only at the ~ip, 
the 8~ of the base appearing scaly: the tail, 
in ~imens of about two feet, is scarcely mor 
dla" vo inches" in length: the usual number of 
citcles in this snake is observed to be about two 
bun d twenty-three on the body, and ix­

tail. It is, a native of Sduth Ame-
'rica, where it is found in woods, preying on in­

a, orms, &c, It is a harmless animal, but it 
is said at on handling it for some time the skin 

affected with a slight itching, accom­
pustules, owing to an acrimoni­

exsuding frool the animaL 

m Adolpru Friderid the tail of this speci< 5 'js 
the Vlholc l<mgth instead of 





.Amphisbama Fuligino &. 

Amphisbrena with black 
A. fuliginosa. lin. Sy t. 
Amphisbrena, Apam.~". 

22. 24:7S.1 

tfmes an 
and white: 
there· 
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those in many .of the Lizard tribe. The skin 
.of the Amphisbenm is remarkably strong and 
tenacious, and of a smooth or-glossy surface, and 
it is probable that they are enabled with great 
facility to perforate the ground somewhat in the 
manner of earthworms, in order to obtain occa-
• 0DIl supplies ?f food. 



EEL- S . 

• 



Corplll teres, sequales. 
RUg4 laterales trunci 

dzque. 

snout. 
Crecilia tentaculata. boen . .4C1Ml. J.,. 
L'Ibiare. Cepede • p. ~6. pl. 21. 

THE length of this species ;'a .~ .... -. 

its general appearance t4t~"~hIJ"'~J 
lour is a livid bro 
ish: the 





Li7. 



SLENDER CJECILIA. 597 

out any appearance of tentacula: the colour of. 
both bead and body is deep brown, and along 
~ach side runs a broad whitish strip'e; the wrink 
are extremely close and numerous, and disposed 
in such a manner as to form a slight carina. along 
the sides 'on the white stripe. It is a native of 
South America: the individ~al described by Lin­
n~us in the Mus. Ad. Frid. is said to have lla 
a small head" but in ev~ry other respect appearJ 
to have resembled Seba's specimen. 

SLENDER C..£C ILIA.. 

Crecilia Gracilis. C.f'U~aJ lumbricifimnis. 
Brown Crecilia, resembling an earth-worm in shape. 
Crecili,a tentaculata. MU8. Ad. Frid. p. 19. t. 5.J. Q. 

LENGTH thirteen inches and three quarters: 
diameter, which is perfectly equal throughout, one 
fifth <> an inch: skin , smooth, but whtu ('.1( ely 
examined appearing most minutely granulated: 
rugre lateral,' semi-annular, not strongly marke9. 
and about the tenth of an jnel) distant from each 
other: head ll~t perceptibly larger than the body .. 
and obtusely tapering at the mouth: uppe ~ 
longer than the lower, the 'mouth being placed­
somewhat beneath; about tbe eighth of an . 
wide: teeth not distinctly :,isible, but may be fe . 
in both jaws by means of a pin: nostrils sm 1, ra 
ther distant, and lteated at the tip of the snout 



-.. -
each side: at a small distance between these are 
two minute papillre or tentacula: vent immediately 
beneath the tip 9f the tail, small, and by its outline 
forming eight or nine crenatures round the fora-

en: rugre for about an inch before the end ~loser 
thau on the rest of the body: skin of the head per­
fectly smooth, or without the minute granulations 
dispersed over all the rest of the animal: no ap­
pearance of eyes: colour of the whole an yniform 
dull brown, . It is supposed to be a native of 
So th America·, . 

I CANNOT con~lude the enumeration of the 
Serpent tribe without observing, that this branch 
of Natural istory still requires much elucida­
-tion, and is, perhaps, of all others, the most liable 
to errors and uncertainties. The Linmean charac­
ters of these animals, in the Systema N aturre, are, 
from their extreme brevity, but jll calcula'ted for 
general information, nor can it be surprising that 
they shoul~ now be considered as constituting little 
more than a mere series of memorandums relative 
to abdominal and subcaudal scales; while many 
of the most remarkable serpents in the works of 
Scheuchzer and Seba, seem to have been entirely . 
neglected, apparently for DO other- reason than 
that the number of these parts could not .be ascer-

• In the Museum Adolphi Friderici it is figUl:ed under the Bame 

of C. teJltaculat-, and ap~ to be cQnfounded. with that specie • 
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·tained.: as if the external form and colours of the 
animals were of no' importance in the specme cha. 
racter, On this subject the o~f us of 
Schneider appear to be perfectly just~ 

" Ingenia curiosorum primus acui . LiDD.1l 
ad investigandas col'porum ~aturalium atque ani­
malium notas; verum postquam accedetite phi 
iophia et z.ootomia pomoeria scientire naturalis 
multo latius promota fuerunt, raro curiosorum 
lectorulJl desiderio satisfaciunt breves amphibio­
rum notationes singulis speciebus in system ate 
Linnreano appositre," 

Mr. Schneider goes on to observe, that, unless 
a more ample mode of description be adopted, 
there is reason to apprehend that the authority of 
the Ltnnrean characters of tIle Amph' , and of 
Serpents in particular, will become en ely ob­
sQlete. 

"Aueto enim amphibiorum cognitorum nu· 
mero, plures formre notas cum pluribus speciebus 
communicari fuit . necesse, quas ilk, quibuedaqt 
proprias putaverat; plures etiam omisisse mum 
probabile est obscuras in exemplis jUJlioribu8 vel 
vinaceo liquore nimis maceratis, vel contemsisae 
.adeo ve1ut inutiles, dum ipse nimis scutorum nu­
mero confidebat, quas deinde in adultis et rede 
cognitis exemplis eminentiores observavit curio­
sorum diligentia, vel assumel'e investigatas cocgit 
dubitatio et cl'iteriorum Linnreanorum cognita va 
'nitas. Quod nisi fit, prope adest, ut ver~r, D 



· brevi i Systematis auctoritas in 
en,arranda serpentium historia naturali plane ut in 

loru historia factum est, evj1escat. Com­
quicUm iotiu fabricre jam omnes in pos­

a editione solutas esse video" atque ipsa fun-
damenta eo inclinare mihi videntur, ut ruina redi-
ficii sit timenda. " • 
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APPENDIX. 

D~BIOUS A MPLA, 
OR. 

UNDERSTOOD. 

SIREN. 

EEL-SHAPED SIR:EN. 

Siren Lacertina. S. bipe8, corpore anguilkformi, branchiU r{lll> --m08l8. 

Two-footed Siren, with eel-shaped body, and ram'ified brancll ·re. 
Siren Lacertina. Lin. Amoro. Acad. 7. p. 311 . Syst. Nat. 

'OOt. 1. pt. 2. Addend. 
Murrena Siren. Lin. Sy,t. Nat. Gmel. p. 1136. 
A~phibious liipes, or Mud Ingua.na.. Ellis Phil. TranI. 'Dol. 56. 

p.189· 
(, Siren Lacertina. The Siren. Nat. Mile. pl. 61. 

T HIS species stands eminently distinguished 
in the list of animals by the ambiguity of its 

, characters, which are such as to have induced 
the great Linnrells to institute it for a new order 

II. 39 



EEL-SHAPED SIRE~. 

of Amphibia, under the title- of llIealltes >it<; an 
order, however, which.does not s.tand among the 

~ . 
rest ofthe .• Amph ibia in the Systema Naturre, but 
is mentione~l in a not~ at .the end of the second 
part of the fir volume of that work. 

The genus wi 1 which the S;ren has evidently 
the greatest possible affinity, is the Lacerta or 
Lizard. It even "ery much resembles the larva, 
or first state of a Lacerta; and it is still doubtful 
whether it may not really be s~ch : yet it has 
never been observed in any otber state, having 
two feet ohly, without any appearance of a hind 
pair; the feet are .abo furnished with claws, where­
as the larvre of all the Lacerta:: are observed to be 
without claws; or, in the Linn~an phrase, digitls 
muticis: the mouth has several rows of smallish 
teeth ~ the body is eel-shaped, but slightly flat­
tened beneath; marked on the sides by . several 
wrinkles, and slightly compressed towards the 
extremity of the tail, which is edged with a kind 
of soft skin or adipose fin, as it ,,·ere: on each side 
the ne·ck are three ramified branchial processes, 
resembling, on a larger scale, those belonging to 
the larv~ of water-newts, and at .the base are the 
openings into the gills ; the eyes are very small, 
and blue. The general colour of the animal is ~ 
de.ep or blackish brown, scattered o,·er, especially ~ 

on.. the sides, with IIumerous minute whit,~sh 

• The characters of this Order are thus given by Linnreus, 
viz. Brallcltire q. Pulmones simul. Pedes bracltiati, ullguiculati,· The 
generic character stands thus, viz. Corpus bipedum, caudatum, 
Jludilm. P-cdu brachiali, unguiculati. 
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specks. Its size nearly equals that of an Eey 
b1ing frequently found of the length of mol' lan 
two feet. It is a native of North A 'a, and 
more particularly of50uth Carolina, , 1 ej:e it is not 
very uncommon in muddy and s rampy place " 
living generally under water, bu sometilnes ap­
pearing on land, It has a kind of squeaking or 
singing voice, for which reason . Linn~us distin­
guished it by the title of Siren. 

This curious animal was .first discovered and 
described by the ingenious Dr. Garden, who re­
sided many years in Carolina, and who paid par­
ticular attention to the science of Natural Hi -
tory, which he enriched by many highly intere t­
ing observations. Dr. Garden communicated 
specimens of the Siren to Linnreus, with particu­
lars relative to its history ancl manners. Lin­
IJ re US, in his letter to Dr. Garden on this subject, 
declares, that nothing ' had ever exercised his 
thou.~ts so much, nor was there. any thing he 0 

much desired to know as the real nature of so .ex­
traordinary an animal. 

The following particulars relative to the ana­
tomy of the Syren are giv~n by Mr. JIuHter· in the 
56th volume of the Philosophical Transactions 

R 
"The tongue is broad and lus very little mo­

tion: it has a bone similar to that in birds, turtle , 
r&c. On the posterior and lateral parts of the 
mouth, are three openings un each side; these are 
similar to the slits of the gills in fish, but the par­
titions do not resemble gills on their oute!: edge, 
for they have n~t the comb-like structure. Above 
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and close to the extremity of each of these open­
in·gs. externally, so many processes arise; the ay­
terior fr'.i all est, the posterior the largest: their 
anterior an . inferior edges and extremity are ser­
rated, and fo med into fimbria!: these processes 
fold down an ' cover the sl its externally, ancl 
would seem to answer the purposes of the comb­
like part of the gi~l in fish. 

" At the root of the tongue, nearly as far back 
as these openings reach, the trac1H'a begins, much 
in the same .manner as in birds. It passes back­
wards above the heart, and there divides into two 
braliches, one going to tach lobe of the lungs. 
The lungs are two long bags, one on each side, 
which begin just behind the heart, and pass back 
through the whole length of the abdouien, nearly 
as far as the an us. They are largest in the middle, 
and honey-combed on the internal sl1l'face through 
their whole length. The heart consists of one 
auricle and one ,ventricle. What answers to the 
inferior vena cava, passes forwards above, but in 
a sulcus of the liver, and opens into a bag sim ilar 
t,o the peri card i um: th is bag surrounds, the heart 
anrt aorta, as the pericardium does in other anim ,ds : 
from this there is a~ opening into a vein whi ch 
lies above, and UpOl1 the left of the auricle, whic.;.h 
vein seems to recei ,'e blood from the lungs, gills, 
and head, is analogous to the snperior vena cava, 
and opens into the auncle, which is upon the left 
of the ventricle. The aorta goes out, passing for 
a little way in a loose spiral turn, then becomes 
strait, where it seems to be muscular: at this part. 
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the branches go off, between which ther is 
Iising within the area of the aorta,' l ik~ a ' 
longue, with its tip turned towards the ' t "', 

" The li,'er is principally one lobe pretty ' !o e 
to the heart at the tore Dart, and asses back on . , 

the right of the stomach and lilt tines; at its an-
terior extremity on the left side, there is a \'try 
short lobe en<J in g abl'llptly. The gall-bladdet' lies 
in a fissure on tlJe left side of the lin~ r neal' its 
llliddle: t ere , is no hepatic duct : the hepato­
cystic ducts, which seem to be three in nUOlher, 
entcr the gall-bladder at its anterior end or fun­
dus, and the cystic duct passes out from the pos- , 
teriol' end of the gall-bladder, and terminate ill 
the gut, about half an inch from the pylorus. 
The resophagus, which is pretty large, pa ses back, 
and is continued ioto the stomach in the sa me 
line, The stomach at the posterior cnd bend a 
little to the right, where it terllli nates in the py-
10r9s..:. The' intestines pass bac k, making muny 
turns: at the posterior end they uecul1l!' pretty 

.. This l\~count of the \'enx ca\'a! opC'ning into the cavity of the 

pericardium may appear incredible; and it might Le , upposed , 
That in the natural state of th e parts, there is a cana l of commu~ 

nication going from one cam to the other, ",hidl ucing broke n or 

~
I,iPt through in the act of catchin~ or killing; the ~ulitna l, would 

gIve the appearance aLove descrrued. I can ollly say, tha t tbe r appearances were what have been described , ill three' different 

~ ubjec'ts which I Il ave dissected; 'lnd in all of th em the pericar-
dium was full of coagulated blood. But, besides the sl\Jallness of 

the subjects, it may be observed that they had been long pre­
served in spirits , which made them more unfit for anatomical en .. 
quiries. They had been in my possession auo\'e even y.cars. 



EEL*Sl-IAPED SIREN. 

str~it, forming what may be called the colon, or 
'\ ~ t In, where they are a little larger, and run tp 

the ve in a strait direction. At the beginning o\' 
this larger rt of the intes~inal tube there is no 
valvular struc ~re. The spleen is a very small but 
long body: its terior end is altached to the upper 
surface of the stomach, and it is continued back 
along the left side of the mesentery, to which it 
adheres, The pancreas is a small body, lying 
above the duodenum, and is attac~led also to the 
left side of the mesentery, The kidneys arc situ­
ated in the upper and posterior part of the abdo­
men, lJavin g th~ rectum below al;c\ passing be­
tween them, as in the snake, &c . . Below the rec tum 
lies a long' bag like a bladder; it adheres all along 
to the inside of the abdominal muscles, and its 
mouth opens into the rectum; bil t whethe:- it is the 
bladder or ]]ot I cannot tell. On each side of the 
]'ectum, close to the lungs, there is a body, the 
posterior end .of which rests upon the anterior snd 
of the kidney; 1mt what they are I canllOt pre­
tend to determ ine. 'f. 

The celebrated anatomist Camper seems to have 
deceived himself in a singular manner, in his ex­
'aminc.tion of t!lis extraordinary animal; asserting 
that it was destitute of lungs; and; in cons~ 
quence, considering it as breathing by gills alone, 
in the manner of fish, regarded it as a species o~ 
Murrena or Eel, in which genus it is accordingly 
placed in the Gmelinian edition of the Systema 
N aturre ; under the name of Murren a Siren. The 
'opinion of Camper, however, is now allowed to 

.. 
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lJe erroneous; and the Siren is unquestionablY, 
/l1Ost allied to the Lizard tribe; though it still ... : 
~:nains doubtful whether it should be consi~ red as 
a. 1ar\'a, or as an ani al in its perfe 
form. 

The lightness with which the ount de Cepede 
passes o,'er this interesting sub ect cannot be ob­
serveu without surprise: I have surveyed, says 11e. 
with attention the figure of this animal ill the 
J:>hilosophical Transactions, as well as its descrip~ 
tion by Mr. Ellis, and have not a moment's hesi­
tation in pronouncing it to be merely the larva of 
a Lacerta. 

" N ous avons examine a\'ec soin la figure et 
1a description que 1\1. Ellis en a donnees dans les 
Transactions Philosophiques ; & 110US l1 'avons pas 
doute un seul moment que et animal, bien loin 
de constituer un ordre nouveau, ne fut Hue larve. ' 

How different this fi'om the sober investigation 
and philosophical clouLts of the great Linnreus, 

-~-; ,,'elf as from the patient enquiries of a Hunter 
and a Camper! 

The celebrated Amphibiologist Schneider, after 
declaring his own opinion, that the Siren is really 
no other t.han the larva of some undiscovered Li­
zard, thus expresses his sentiments relative to the 
Count de Cepede's decision on the subject: 

"'Factum igitur casu potius puto, ut sllspicio 
Galli de Sirene lacertina Linnrei proposita, p. 611-! 

.. Histoire Naturclla dCi Quadl'upcdei ovipare~. 
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tam bene caderet, llec a scopo veritatis plane aber-
r~~ehneid. Amph . .lase. I . p: 4]. ( 
I~,r~ to be added, that.the Siren, if thrown 

on the grOU~with any degree of violence, has 
been observed break in two or three places; in 
this particular r embling the Anguis fragilis or 
Slow-Worm" ' Its also proper to observe, that 
no Lizard of which it may be supposed the Larva, 
has ever yet been disco,,:el~ed in those parts of Ca­
rolina where it is most frequent. . The species to 
which it seems most allied is the Lacerta Teguixi'll 
of Linnreus, which is a pative of South America. 

A N GUINE SIRl:N. 

Siren Anguina. S. qtilJrupes, corpore anguiUa:Jormi, branchii.s 
ramosis. 

Four~footed Siren with eel-shaped body, and ramified branchire. 
Proteus anguinus. LaurCilti Spec. Med. p. 37, t. 4.j. 3. " 
Austrian Siren. ;1' ' 1 ~. _ ' .. 

I ~ i ..--

'THIS singular animal is found in as singular a 
si£~atiou"; being an inhabitant of the celebrated 
and ro~antic Lake called Lake Zirknitz '"', about 
six German miles from Labac, in the D6tchy of 
Carniola in Austria. From this la;ke, which is 

. somewhat more than a ' Germa.n mile in length, 
and half as much in breallth, the water regularly 
retires during the summer, by numerous subter-

of the ancients. 
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raneous outlets or holes at the bottom j leaving 

, the ground dry, and fit for pasture, the cultiva­
tion of millet, &c. &c. as well as for various kinds of 
hunting and other amusements: but in the month 
of October it again retufIls, with great force; 
springing out , of the passages befol'e mentioned 
from a vast depth till the Lake is completely filled. 
It is situated in a hollow or valley, surrounded by 
rocky and woody mountains, in which are vast 
caverns, and is priilCipally supplied by eight rivu­
lets running into it from the adjoining moun­
tainous region. Of this Lake, with a probable 
theory of its phamomena, an ample description 
may be found in the sixteenth volume of the Phi­
losophical Transactions. 

The species of Siren at present to be described is 
extremely rare, and is found, in the spring, ano 
towards the decline of summer, in some particu­
lar parts of the above-mentioned lake, and com-

eo. monly measures, when full grown, from about ten 
to twelve or thirteen inches in length; the large t 
specimens being ne~r three quarters of an inch 
in diameter. It is entirely of a pale rose or f1esh-

- colour, or even nearly white, except the three p~l'ir 
of ramified branchial fins on each side the neck, 
which are of a bright red or carmine-colour. Its 
general shape is that of an eel; the 'body being 
cylindric, till towards the end of the tail, where it 
becomes flat, and is attenuated both above and 
below into a kind of fatty fin, scarce distinguish­
able from the rest of the tail; the skin is every 
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where smooth and even; the head of a somewnat 
depressed fOTIll, with a lengthened, obtuse, and { 
widish snout, and has no external eyes: the mouth 
is moderately wide, and furnished with a row of 
very minute teeth: the legs are about three quar­
ters of an inch in len~th; the fore legs being situ­
:lted almost immediately behind the branchial fins, 
and the feet furnished with three toes, without 
any ,appearance of claws; the hind legs are situ­
ated at a. great distance backwards, towards the 
commencement of the tail, and are of the same 
appearance with the fore legs, but· tIle feet have 
only two toes, which, like those of tIle fore feet, 

, are destitute of claws. The motions of the animal, 
when taken out of the ,\VateT, are, in general, ex­
tremeiy slow and languid; as is also the case when 
kept in a vessel of water; but when in its native 
lake, it is sometimes observed to swim pretty 
briskly, waving its body in a serpentine' direction, 
in the l~lannel' of a leech. 

The Anguine Siren is well figured by Laurenti, 
wlo seems to have been its :first describer, in his 
work entitled Specimen Medicum, e:l:hibens S!Jnopsiu 
R eptiLium, under the title of Proteus Anguinuso 

With respect to its real nature, Zoologists are 
Dot yet agreed; some imagining it to be the Larva 
of some species of Lizard, whose gradations have 
not been fully ascertained, while others, with per-
11aps equal probability, suppose it a complete or 

, perfect °animal. ' 
Its anatomy is amply detailed by Dr. Schreibers, 

- . 
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in the 91st volume of the Philosophical Transac. 
tions. The chief abbreviated particulars are the 
following: 

The Eyes are most extremely small, subcu­
taneous, and situated on each side the; base of the 
rostrum or upper jaw, just pefore the bulging or 
projecting parts. 

The Tongue is large and fleshy; 100 e at the 
point, but att~clJ(~d by the root to the lower jaw. 

The Stomach is ",elY large, and of a~l almost co· 
riaceous nature. 

The Liver is extremely large and long;' appear­
ing, at fi)'st view, to fill the whole cavity of the 
abdomen, so as nearly to hide the other vi cera . 
. The Lungs consist of a pair 'ofvery 'long tubu­

lar canals or processes, each tf'j'minating in an ob­
long simple bladder which is not divided inter­
nally into cellul~r spaces, but merely separated 
into two cavities by an intermediate membran e, 

"" a communication between tIlt> two sides of the 
bladder being left by means of a large sen'lilunar 
opening a the upper end. ' 

The Bones seem to be of the same conformation 
. a.nd nature as in the Salamal'ider: no ribs or ster­
l1Um; but bones in the tail. 

This animal appears evidently to be of a preda­
cious nature; feeding on the smaller kind of 
aquatic animals; !:->ince one which was kept alive 
for some days in a vessel of water, was observed to 
discharge from its stomach several small shells of 
the (Tenus Helix, and in the stomach of one which o 
Dr. Schreibers dissected were found the head and 
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hones qf a small fish. Its voice is a strong hiss,' 
I?uder tha~ migh~ be expected from the size of 
the animal. . 

Upon the whole, 8S ' Dr. Schreibers observes, 
there can be no doubt that this animal bears a 
great affinity to the .Siren lacertina, before de­
scribed, having both gills and lungs; and, theTe­
fore, leaves us in equal uncertainty as to its being 
a arva or a perfect animal. It is, however, re­
markable that, notwithstanding the most careful 
researches, during many years, and the frequent 
fishing which takes Rlace in the lakes and -caverns 
of the neighbouring "co ntry, at all seasbns of the 
year, no animal has hitherto been detected of 
which it can possibly be supposed the larva. 

i<' ISH-FORMED SIREN • 

. Siren Pisciformi. S.fusco-ftrruginea, nigro macuJata, branchiis 
ranlosislimis, palmis tetradactylis, plantis pentadactylis. . 

Ferruginous-brown Siren, spotted with black, with finely rami­
fied branchi:e, tetradactylous fore and pentadactylous hind 
feet. 

Gyrinus lHexicanus. Mexican Tadpole. Naturalist's Miscel- -
'-I, pl. 842, 343 • 

• THIS animal was first described in the N atural­
ist s Miscellany, from a well-preserved sr-ecimen 
in the British Museum. I shall, therefore, here 
repeat roy former description from the above­
mentioned work. 

The animal here represented in its natural size 
is suppbsed to be native of Mexico, and though 
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perhaps no other than the Larva or Tadpole of 
some large Ame\-ican ' Lizard, seems a scarce les 
si.ngular and curiuus animal than the Siren, so 
much and so long the subject of dubiou specu­
lation to Linnreus, and for which he at lenoth 
instituted his additional order termed MeaJltes. 
In its general appearance it bears some resemo anee 
to the larva of the Rana paradoxa, bu~ is fur~ 
nished with gills, opening externally in the 111an­
ner of a fish: the openings are vel' . large, and 
the operculum or external flap is continued from 
the sides of the head across the throat beneath, 
so as completely to insulate the head from the 
breast: the gills themselves consist of four ~emj­
circular bony or cartilaginous arche.s, which are 
denticulated or serrated on their internal or con­
cave part, like those of fishes: on the oper~ula. , 
or ext~rnal flaps are situated three very large 
and elegant branchial fins or ramified parts, di­
vided and subdivided into q. vast number of slen­
der or capillary processes, In th se pal,ticulars 
it resembles the Siren lacertina, except that ' in 
that animal the external opening to the gills is 

" very small: the .mouth is furnished in front with 
a row of extremely minute' teeth: the tongue 
js large, smooth, and rounded at the tip: the 
rictus oi- gape, when the mouth is closed ap­
pears considerably wider than it really is; owing 

, to a 'lateral sulcus p:oceeding from each corner 
to some distance: the feet are entirely destitute 
'of webs, and the toes are furnished with weak-
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ish daws; the fore feet have four, and the hind 
feet five toes. Exclusive of the general colour 
of the animal, the whole skin when minutely ' 
examined, appears to be scattered over with yery 
minute white specks, resembling those on the 
8urface of the Siren lacertina: The sides of the 
body are marked by ~everal strong rugre or fur·· 
rows, and an impressed lateral line or sulcus is 
continued from the gills to the tail *. 

It may be added that the animal figured in 
the 4th volume of the American Philosophical 
Transactions and described by Mr: de Beauvois as 
a new species of Siren, seems much allied to the 
present, and .may' even be the same species, sincp. 
it appears to agree in the leading particulars : 
the specimen, however, seems not to have been 
in the highest state of preservation. since no 
mention is made of any spots : its size. ,is 'con­
siderably smaller than ' that of the present ani-

• A species nearly alJird to this is m('ntioned by Mr. Schneider, 
who exami,ned it in the museum of Professor Hellwig at Bruns­
wick. It was taken in the Lake Champlain, in North America, 
where it is said to be dreaded by the fishermen, who cOI;sider it " 
as a poisonous animal. Its length is morc than eight inches, 
and its diameter nearly an inch: it is soft, Sp011gy, and porous, 
and is marked on each side by three rows of round black sFots: 
tail ancipital, compr,essed, and spolted ; lower edge strait; upper • 
curved; tip roundish or cylin~ric. Head broad, flat; eyes 
small; teeth in both jaws cunical obtuse;. and rather long: tongue 
broad; mouth wide; lips like those of a fish: on each side the 
neck three branchial fins: feet four; distant; tetl'adactylous. 
and without cla.ws.-Sclmeid. Hi~t. A1I1ph.fasc. 1.p. 50. 



FISH-FORMED SIREN. 615 

• mal; and the toes are r pre ented as termiliat­
( ing bluntly. Mr. De Beauvois hink .that, 

upon the whole, the Linnrean. order Afcante, 
. ~hould be ' preserved, until more detailed and n-

o. larged ob ervations on th Sc animal hall hal"e 
completely elucidated their real natur . .. 

~. 
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