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From e Secrerary ro Ciigr CoMMISSIONER,
Central Provinces,
To SETTLEMENT CoOMMISSIONER,

Central Provinces.
Dated Nagpore, the 1st April 1867.

Sir,—1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter, No. 1008, dated 28th March 1867, forwarding Mr.
Russell’s final Settlement report, and asking sanction to the
revised assessments of the Dumoh district.

2. Inreply, I am directed hercby to convey the Chief
Commissioner’s confirmnation to the Dumoh Settlement, with
effect from the dates on which the new assessments came into
cflect in the several tehseels.

3. The Chicef Commissioner considers Mr. Russcll’s report
to be plain, succinct, and practical. It has been carefully re-
viewed by youiself.

4. The Chief Commissioner does not perceive any points
in the Report calling for special remark. e has, since the
completion of the Scttlement, marched right througi? «he
district, and met all the principal landholders, and consulted
the civil authorities. The result of his inquiries was quite
satisfactory. He has every reason to believe that the work
has on the whole been well and efficiently done. The assess-
ments certainly gave general satisfaction to the people. As
observed by the Settlement Commissioner, the reduction of
the regular assessment will be nearly made up for by the
increased income from forests and other uncultivated lands.
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assessments were too high, and constant remissions and
reductions the order of the day. The information afforded
on this portion of the subject is valuable, though it might
perhaps have been more appropriately given in the Chapter
on assessment.

8. Chapter III. contains a full account of the various
castes to be found in the district, the general character of
the people as agriculturalists, and their various manners and
customs. As the Chief Commissioner will now probably be
in possession of the results of the late census, he will be in a
better position than I am to judge of the correctness of the
population statistics given by Mr. Russell; but there can, I
think, be no doubt of the fact *“that the great want of the
district is population,” and I fear with Mr. Russell that
‘the present condition of this district is a clear illustration
of the truth of the saying that “over assessment checks
population.”

9. Chapter IV. is devoted to a description of the actual
operations of the Settlement,

In Section I. demarcation of boundaries, preparation of
boundary maps, field measurements, comparison of areas with
revenue survey, and demarcation of waste lands are adverted
to; and it is very satisfactory to note that notwithstunding
the many difficulties encountered at the outset in teaching
the Putwarees, and setting operations agoing, still that very
accurate results have been attained, and the Revemue
Surveyor has been enabled to report so favourably of the
quality of the work. The exclusion of excess wastes has
also been very successfully completed in this district, and the
excluded tracts amounting to 466,255 acres, have long since
been made over, together with the Registers in the prescribed
form, to the Deputy Commissioner, who has thus been
placed in a position to administer them, which he has done
most successfully.
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or through the intervention of arbitrators; whilst the atten-
tion of the Settlement Department was confined to carefully
recording the rents thus adjusted.

93. The instructions contained in the Scttlement Code
regarding Putwarees and Kotewars have been carefully carried
out ; and the arrangements reported in paragraphs 157 and 158
as to the mganner in which the rights, position and perquisites
of these village servants have been ascértained gnd record-
ed, are, I consider, satisfactory. T also note with satis-
faction that in the original adjustment of Putwarees’ circles
in this district, no particular changes were made; and I
thiuk the Settlement Officer has acted wisely in interfering as
little as possible in arrangements which have so long worked
well and successfully here.

24. The get-up of the Settlement Misls is reported to be
respectable. Theyﬁre neatly bound in red country leather,
covered, and as no painswere spared to render their contents
complete and accurate records of existing rights and liabilities,
it is highly satisfactory to know that they have “been tested
in numerous judicial proceedm"s, and the quulity of the work
has been found very good.’

95. The total cost of the Settlement amounts to Rs.
1,568,000, or 62 per cent. on one year’s revenue. This is cer-
tainly a high percentage; but then it must be remembered
that this district is not a rich one ; also that the total cost is
very much below that of the neighbouring districts of Jub-
bulpoor and Saugor, and that in consequence of the total
destruction of the records during the mutiny many of the
papers had to be prepared over again,

26. Chapter V1. contains some interesting information re-
garding the resources of the District, to which I would beg
to draw attention, though it will hardly be necessary for me


















17

Hopeless poverty of cultivating ¢lasses ...... .....

Cession of District to the British Goverament . ... ...

Mr. Maddock’s primary Settlement .......ovvvuns
First quinquennial Settlement . ...............uu..
Second quinquennial Settlement ................ ;

.

»

Third quinquennial Settlement ... .o iiiin, ..

Summary Settlement of 1884 «vvvisanvnss s snvsey
Twienty years” Settlemyient :« . s snveision e avesinss

CHAPTER IIL.—-POPULATION.

A general census on the eve of beine taken ... ...,
)

Mass of'the population Iindoo ... ... oo ...

Predominating Gm8es . ucrsmmasssesssowsyesscrra

yecrgase 10 POPUKHIOT s suvnsensrrnasswrsans g

Scantiness of population .c..sevvisesiiitve s

Indi&enous and foreign castes Lodhis and Koormees

.

Bl U . 4 op o8 5 5555 55 56 5568 8 onmn w o E 85 5SS SN

Gonids angd ADeErs s soers o cos Pom ahssms o5 6055 56
Best cluss of agriculturists, the Koormees..........

Next to Koormees the Lodbis. oo oo i ime v e ee. .
-

Loose marriage customs among Kooriaees and Lodhis
Cultivation of jungly tracts .seeeaivsniisnne covnis

The hachees or vegetable growers . ..osuuevvreriss
The Dhumars . cos wessssnessssnsva sy sesssnnesos

Other Castes o ovs owvnsins sossnsstomninss o

Castes of village proprictors............. R T e
The Pergunnahs in whicl: principal castesabound .. ..

CHAPTER 1V.

SectioN I.—MEASUREMENT AND SURVEY.

Commencement of measurement . .. ...c...oeevvuvses
Appointment of Azeez-ood-deen Deputy Collector ..,
»3 D

.

.

.

.

-

.

61

G2
63
64
65
66
67
68
GY
70
71

72
oo
71

75
76

~1

~1






19

PARA-
Description of Pergunnah Mangarh—2chuks ......., 108
Pergunnah Tejgurh—9chuks ...... SHE s i vee.. 109
Description of chuk Buttiagurh, Tehseelee Hutta ...... 110
Description of chuk Hutta ..... OO ERER 6 R wems wam 111
Description of chuk Putera ..... TR o s 112
Description of chuk [Futtehpoor ..... pisE s P 9= 6ea 113
Description of chuk Koomharee ....... AR sus 114
Description of chuk Kunoura ........... wngsuesnans 11D
How assessments were made and on what data ........ 116
Preliminary step. Inspection of villages....... wam sy 117
Name and description of soils .............. sosvonss LIB
Comprechensive general Assessment Statement.......... 119
Dot bow wliliesd e sunenasn sarnans avssnnsona vuy 400
How average rents on soils and produce Jumma were
derived in Dumoh ............. SOE AP § S TOHE RS e 121
And how in Hutta ......ovevn..n.. 3 B9 w4 4 DER @0 5 122
Plough Jumma Row derived ..................o0o R -
Minor tests for steadying the judgment .. .. ........ 124
Rents in kind on ploughs and,on hatchets ........... . 125
Result of the new Assessment . ..coveniivnieraeens 126
Actual financial result of new Settlement..... FEwEn S 197
Minute details omitted ............... P PER irevens 128
Assessments revised in Tehscelee Hutta ....... S . 129
Working of the new Settlement .......oveneviiviien . 130
Totals of general Assessment Statements .............. 131
The way in which kans grass can be destroyed ........ 432

—— b

CHAPTER V.
RECORD OF RIGHTS AND TENURES.

Subjects comprised in this Chapter ,...cc00vevevvee. 133
Investigation of claims to Proprietary rights .......... 134






























30

A list of the places at which they are held will be found in
the Appendix.

27 Informer times this district would appear to have been
rich in forts, and the remains of several
still exist. A short notice of each will
not be out of place here. At Nursingurh there existed an
extensive fort, constructed during the Mahommedan reign.
In 1857 the rebels took possession of it, but were soon expel-
led and the fort made indefensible, the labourers employed
on the work being compensated by the plunder of the town,
which had harboured the rebels. There is a second fort here
also, built by the Mahrattas, but it is now in complete ruins.
In the hills south-west 8f Dumoh there is the fort of Bala-
kote, built by the ILodhis, which also gave some trouble
during the mutinies, but has since been partially destroyed,
and could not now be held unless by a large garrison. The
fort at Hutta is also an old one, and was built by the Boonde-
las; but it is now almost in ruins. At Murheea-Dok there ig
an excellent little fort, which is kept in good order, and is
occupied by a Police outpost. This fort commands our
frentier with Bundelcund. Not far from the Murheea-Doh
fort is the Mahratta fort of Juttashunker, in excellent prescr-
vation, but unoccupied. During the rebellion of 1857 it was
constantly infested by mutineers and rebels. In the vicinity
of this fort, during Mahratta times, it is said a large village
existed, which has now completely disappeared, and the fort
a{‘one stands out as a promincut landmark, visible from a
considerable distance. The only other fort worthy of notice
is the one at Ramnugger, owned by a Lodhi Thakoor, situated
in the north-west corncr of the district. This fort was at-
tacked and taken by Mr. Thornton, Superintendentof Shahgurh,
in 1858, when the Thakoor was suspected of harbouring
rebels. It was afterwards restored and is now fast crumbling
to ruins owing to the poverty of the owner.

Torts.

98, The leading families in the district are those of
Pilnipel fowtlies T Raja Herbunse Rac, Lodhi of Hutree;
thie diateict. Thakoor Zorawur Sing, Lodhi of Hin-
dorech ; the Balakote Lodhis, and the

Ramgurh Lodhis. They all have the reputation of being
turbulent characters and are always foremost to join in any
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disturbance. The first named however was neutral during
the late mutinies, the rest were deeply implicated, and it
was Zorawur Sing of Hindoreca who destroyed the district
Court-house and records. Even the Hutree man is not to
be trusted altogether. Besides these Lodhis, there is Nagojee
Bullar, a Mahratta pundit and descendant of the former
Kumaishdar of Dumoh, and Thakoor Sheolall of Dhurrum-
poora, ncar Dumoh—a Dangee Rajpoot and extensive land-
holder, both good men in their way.

29. The climate of the district is on the whole salubri-
ous. Cholera, as in other parts of the
country, sometimes does sweep over the
district ; and small-pox carries ofl' a number of children an-
nually. TFevers too arc prevalent about the conclusion of
the monsoons, but not to so great an extent as in the adjoin-
ing district of Jubbulpoor. But a decreasein small-pox cases
and in fevers may now be confidently looked forward to, the
one from the introduction of vaccination operations, and the
other from an improved system of conservancy, which is
gradually being extended even to villages in the interior,
which formerly used to be choked up with filth and manure.
The disease most common td the district however is the
guinea-worm. This disease was supposed to be engendered
from the unwholesome water of the tanks in and around Du-
moh ; but as people in the interior of the district are equally
subject to it as the inhabitants of Dumobh itself, the hypothe-
sis must be incorrect. Europcans are seldom or ever attacked
by it; and it geneially attacks people at the commencement
of the rainy season. The first attack is severe, but with care-
ful treatment the patient generally recovers in a couple. of
months,

Climate.

30. The temperature throughout the year is lower than
in the Nerbudda Valley districts general-
ly, and the hot winds are milder and
of shorter duration than in Upper India. The nights espe-
cially are cool throughout the year. In the winter it gene-
rally rains, and then the weather becomes really cold ; heavy
frosts too sometimes occur. The atmosphere is not nearly so
damp in the rainy season as it is at Jubbulpoor or Saugor. The

Temperature and rainfall.
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structed temples, called ¢« Murhs,” which are attribute.d to
them ; but they are all devoid of amy sort of inscriptions.
Nothing is known either of their forin of government.

34. DPassing over the dark ages we com® upen a period
over which but a glimmering light is
thrown. The antiquity of the Gond
dynasty is undispnted, but at what exact period it took root
in this locality is uncertain. Al that is known is that, in
Sumbut 1600 a.n. 1543, there existed two separate Gond
dynasties, the seat of one being at Mundla, with possessions
extending east and south as far as the Nerbudda ; and that of
the other at Khuttoula in Bundelcund, reigning over the
country lying north of the Nerbudda including Dumoh.

The Gond Dynasty.

35. The founder of the Khuttoula dynasty is said to have
. been Raja Soorut Sing, the chronp-
The Khuttoula Gonds. - o0y of * whose reign 1s obscure. In
course of time however the Mundla Gonds extended thé&ir
possessions beyond the Nerbudda ; while those of Khuttoula
progressed westwards, for in later years we find several pergun-
nahs of Dumoh being owned by the ¢ Chouraghur Raj” in
Nursingpoor, which again was a dependency of Mundla.

36. No particulars are known of the Gond system of
government, but it is,believed to have
of een entirely based on the feudal system,
the country being parcelled out into so
many petty Chicfships, each being held by one of the head
men of the clan, who enjoyed the entire revenue and
rendered milifary service to the government whenever
called upon to do so. In addition to this occasional service
these feudal Chiefs had to pay an annual tribute of a jar of
butter, or one or two bamboo walking sticks, and the like.

37. The earliest indications of the territory surrounding
Dumeh having come under the Mogul
dynasty are to be found in Dumoh itself,
in the shape of a well-carved Persian inscription on stone,
which was-formerly affixed to the principal gateway of the
town parapet; and in the remains of other Mahommedan
structures. This inscription purports to have been put up

Gond  system
govermient.

The Mogul Dynasty.
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and that of his country, he ceded.a third of his possessions to
the Peishwa. This memorable cession was called the Tehra,
all the territory held by Raja Chuttersal being divided into
three equal parts, one given to each of his two sons named
Hirdey Shuh and Juggut Raj, and one-third to Bajee Rao
Peishwa, whom also he formally adopted. By this division
the districts of Saugor and Jaloun, and part of Dumoh fell to
the share of Bajee Rao Peishwa; Shahgurh, Gurha Kota and
part of Dumoh to that of Hirdey Shah; Chirkharee, Bijwur
aud Jeytpoor, also part of Dumoh, to that of Juggut Raj. In
course of time, however, the Mahrattas wrested the whole of
Dumoh from the Boondelas.

Section lI.-—Moprr~n Histonry.

46. The Mahratta rule as shown in the preceding Section
commenced with the year 1726 a.n., but
. it was some time before the petty Chiefs
and relatives who held the different purgunnahs during Raja
Chuttersal’s reign, could be induced to vacate and hand them
over to the Peishwa’s officials, and some had to be ejected by
force. The Mahratta government therefore did not actually
commence until some ten yéars later. Dumoh was always
subordinate to the governor at Saugor, the first of whom
was Gobind Pundit, who issaid to have ruled up to a.n. 1760,
when his son Balajec succceded, and he in his turn was suc-
ceeded by his son Rughnath Rao alius AbbaSahibin a.p.1800.
After his death in 1802, his widow Rookma Baee conducted
the government until the cession of these teiritories to the
Biitish Government in 1817-18.

Mahratta government.

47. During the Mahratta rule, the district was adminis-
tered by two principal and seven subor-
dinate Amils or Mamlutdars. The for-
mer were stationed at Dumoh and Hutta;
and the latter at Nursinghur, Puthureea, Putera, Buttiagurh,
Tejgurh, Joojhar,, and Kota; and there were as many per-
gunnahs in the district. The Amils were all Mahratta
Pundits, and to each was attached a Furnuvees or Account-
ant of the same class; also a Kayet Kancongoe, who kept the
fiscal accounts in Hindee,

Mahratta administra-
tion of the district.
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59. In November 1833 Mr. Loughnan received charge of
the district, and the time for commenc-
Summary Settlementof jng upon another Settlement was draw-
1834. .
ing close. Mr. Loughnan however was
appalled by the disorganized state of the district, and at once
set about granting such relief to the Malgoozars as was prac.-
ticable. He obtained sanction to a remission of two annagin
the rupee, which he carried into effect by making a Summary
Settlement for the year 1241 Fusly, of such villages as had
avowedly or virtually come under khalsa martagement during
the term of the 3rd quinquennial Settlement. A further
general reduction being found necessary a Summary Settle-
ment of the whole district was concluded for the vear 1833-34
or Fusly 1242, based upon the average collections of the
preceding Settlement. A more liberal scale of remuneration
was at the same time allowed to the Malgoozars, which was
urgently called for. This Summary Settlement consituted the
basis for the next or 20 years’ Settlement, and was made at a
reduction of nearly 25 per cent. on the third quinquennitl
Settlement.

60, The 20 years’ Settlement—the first Settlement for a
Twenty vears® Settle long term of years—was madein 1835,
W B 7 extending to the close of 1854. It was
concluded by Captain M. Smith, based,

as already remarked, on the Summary Settlement,of 1834,
slightly _modiﬁed wherever it was found necessary. The result
was an increase on Mr. Loughnan’s arrangements, and the
Settlement was eventually concluded at a jumma of Rupees
3,05,142.  Severalof the Malgoozars at this Settlement threw
up their leases, and it was «only by the adoption of very
determined measures that the difficulty was got over.” All
the dlStI‘.ICt records having been lost in 1857, no detailed history
of the disastrous effects of this Settlement can now be given’;
but the ruin which it entailed upon the mass of the people, and
the district generally, are too well known to need any elaborate
description here. Suffice it to say that the: full jumma was
collected in no one year of the Settlement. Landed property
quite lost its value, = Scores of villages remained under kham
management year after year, and immediately on the ‘conclu-
sion of the Settlement in 1854-55 more than half the district





































































65

the cultivated and culturable area, the descriptions of soil,
the recorded and assuaned assets or rental of the village, the
percentage of profits enjoyed by the propl'"ietors, the rental by
average ergunnah or chuk rates on soils, a plough and a
produce jumma, &c.
120. Any body who has made Settlements knows that
. there is no golden rule for working out
Dita kw Bilised: assessments, and that simple averages,
unaided by a thorough knowledge of the locality in every
respect and the exercise of sound judgment in dealing with
that knowledge, are not sufficient to enable a satisfactory
result being attained. I have mentioned several averages or
tests for steadying the judgment; but they were not all useful
or necessary in every locality. In some parts average rent
rates on soils, in others produce estimates, or a rate on ploughs,
were found useful and were taken advantage of in their turn.

121. The measurement papers furnished the bulk of the in-

How average Tents ou formation necessary for the compilation
soils and produce jum- of the general assessment statement,
ma were derived in Du-  except average rent rates on soils, and
moh produce estimates on which were found-
ed the produce jumma. I am not aware of the plan adopted
by my predecessor for working out average rent rates, as the
only thing I fiad on record is the chuk report on Puthureea,
in which the following passage occurs :—

« In this part of the country rent is not fixed per beegha
or acre by the Malgoozars: they ecither let land by the
mance, which means as much land as requires 1 marnece or
5 maunds of seed grain to sow, or they take a patch
or parcel of land, and let it out for a certain sum withqut
any measurement. When land has been let by_ the manee,
it may be estimated that one mance of land is equal to 4
acres. Calculated on the above I find the following rcsults

Average rate per Acre. as shown in the table

Ist Class. 20d Clase. 3rd Class. @5 per margin, which
1 consider satisfac-

Kabur 240 2 00 1120 _

Moond .. 200 1120 1 80 tory and a fair aver-

Rutsean.+ 4 88 . 48 (1) 138 age.” And with re-

Rvan .. 1 4 1 0 2

Poturosa. 100 0120 -0izpo gard to the produce

Bbuttoog- 080 0 60 0 40 Jumma it was stated
9p



