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67. GENERAL ACCEPTANCE OF SETTLEMENT TERMS "IN P00~
NABANA.~-The durkhasts of Poonahana were taken with 5 re-
fusals on the 18th of March Three of the recreant villages agreed
to the original terms on the 20th. and I thought it> proper to,
reduce slightly the jummas of the remaining two. Any doubt,
that I had still entertained regarding the justice of the proposed
enhancement of the jumma of this pergunnah, was effectually re-
moved by the readiness with which almost every village accepted
the proposed terms.

68. Two estaics, only, of this pergunnah have been leased to
farmers. The first, hepooa, recently transferred from Hutteen,
being given iu lease to Wuzeer, a resident cultivator, who owns
5 biswahs, and farms the remaining 15 ; 10 of which belong to one
propriewor, who is so impoverished as to be uuable to manage his
shares, and 5 to a second who was an habitual defaulter, and has
now deserted the village. The second, Dhanna : in which case the
proprietors readily accepted the proposed assessment, but desert-
ed the village entirely, shortly before the setting in of the raius,
None of them having returned at the end of July, notwith-
standing plentiful rain, the village was given in farm to
Ruudheer Chowdree and other three infliential moquddums o
the neighbourhood.

69. Particular enquiry was made, before accepting engage-
ments for any estales, to ascertain the original moquddums entitied
to a place in the lumberdary, and to exclude all those who pre-
tended to it without a due right. In the first summary settle-
ment proceeding, many names had crept in of persons who had
never before been sudder malgoozars, and in some instances
to a most baneful extent, multiplying fruitless dissensions, weak-
ening this instrument of govermment, and frittering the moqud-
dumy allowance into such minuate shares as to be no longer worth
acceptance. Such persons I unceremoniously ejected; retain-
ing in the sudder malgoozary, the names of those only, who
were by old custom entitled to this privilege. It thus happens
that in small communities, divided into several smaller thokes,
each thoke will not be found represented by a separate sud-
der malgoozar; the old established custom of each community
being retained, by which such tiokes paid through one or all
of the regular moquddums.

70. There are a number of communities, represented jointly
by a pluraiity of malgoozars, the entire bedy of the brethren being
undivided, and the maigoozars collecting jointly from the whole
without any subdivision of interests. In such tenures the body
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pf proprietors objected o subdivide themselves under eagh mal-
gonzar ; mainly because it was opposed to the'r ancient established
mode of management ; and further, because they apprehendcd need-
ess altercatton in an attempt to subdivide the brethren, their lands
and jumma ; and injury to the revenue, if the liability for default
hitherto jointly borne by the whole community, were limited to a
few maliks of each thoke. Such communities are generally uui-
ted by ties of close cousanguinity, which would render any separa-
- tion of interests extremely difficult, and in these cases I of course
did not press them to a division. ®he malgoozars either divide the
muquddumy allowance equally, or according to fised shares be-
louging by custom to each.

71. MoQuppuMy ALLOwWANCE.—The usual allowance of 3
per ceunt has been maude, without exception, to the headmen
or moquddums; the total jumma, including moquddumy,
having in the first instance been fixed, and after deducting
O per cent therefrom, the balance set down as ihe Govern-
ment revenue. In the miscellaneous remarks on Statement 3,

will e found the details of its disttibue
B malggnse b b allsced H::);nolt E‘(}nopexl‘)ly tlhe er.;clusxve l:lgh’t of
by them in some instances quddums, but has, In some 1nstan-
with influential putteedars. €€8, been shared by them with tieir sub-
ordinate putteedars, who had by long
custom acquired a title thereto. This extraordinary allotment
is always beneficial, having only been adopted where the
sudder malgoozar did not possess sufficient intluence with the
whole brotherhood, and was compelled to obtain the co-operetion
of some other influential puttecedar, whose services are seccured
by this concesssion.

Properly the right of the sad-

72  DETAILS OF VILLAGE MANAGFMENT.—I have been en-
gaged, since taking the durkhasts, in recording the details of vil-
lage management, upon which the greatest attention has been be-
stowed, Firs/, to prepare in every iustance a true record of the
existing rights and liabilities of all the inhabitants, and their mode
of management ; and secondly, where the latter was s faulty as to
threaten the prosperity of any of the shareholders, to introduce,
with the consent of all, such wholesome changes as should remedy
the evil apprehended.  The chauges introduced have not been many,
and have in most instances fitst suggested themselves to the peo-
ple, as necessary to the future welfive of the commuuity.

73. TENURES AND MODE OF MANAGEMENT.—The prevailing
tenures in both pergunnahs are, with very few exceptions, bhy-
chara, The modes of management are various, and will be best
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showg by the subjoined statement, which has been prepared fron
the rEcord of liabilities of each village,
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74. RECORDS OF MANAGFMENT A'D LIABILITIFS, &C.—
The records of liabilities and papers of management, were in
the first instance prepared in the Tehseel Offices, whence they
were sent to the Sudder Office, with the zemindars of each
village, for examination and verification. The paper of ma-
nagement was verified in my preseunce, by personal examination
of the zemindars, before being finally recorded. Where hereditary
cultivators did not exceed ten, they were sent in and examined
with the maliks; when above that number, a proclamation was
issued for 15 days in the village, containing the detail of each

assamee’s liability.

75. 1In the ikrarnamal, or paper of management, has been
recorded every detail affecting the administration of each commu-
nity, arranged in separate cluuses. Clause lst, contains the agree-
ment of the whole maliks to pay through the sudder malgoozars
with the detail of kists. Clause 2ud, contains the detail of ahy
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existing *subdivisions of the rugbah among thokes, putteeg &o.
Clause 3rd, the corresponding details of auny existing &lbdi-
vision of jumma. Clause 4th, details the mode of distri-
bution of thke jumma over the proprietors. Clause 5th, con-
tains the like detail of the mode of assessment to which here-
ditary cultivators will be liable. Clause 6th, records the rates
and mode of paywment of all other non-proprietary classes. Clause
7th, defines the course to be pursued in case of default, the several
Jdegrees of liability, and mode of disposing of the property and
land of the defaulter. Clause 8th, defines the right of the owners
to dispose of their lands in sale or by mortgage, &c. Clause 9th,
details the names of the present sudder malgoozars and the right
of succession in case of death, dismissal, &c. Clanse 10th, con-
tains the details of distribution of the muquddumy allowance. Clause
11th, records the fixed item of mulba expenditures, and the ordi-
nary charges to be defrayed from this source, limiting it in every
case to five per cent upon the Government jumma. <Clause 12th,
details the jageer and service land, lakhirajee, and other items
of minhaee. Clause 13th, states the putwaree’s name, his salary and
mode of its realization, and the proprietor’s assenr, to pre-
pare for record at the tehseel a copy of the nikasee papers
of every year. Clause 14th, details the chokeedars, their pay and
manner of assessing it.  Clause 15th, prescribes the mode of rea-
lizing any fiue imposed by order of a Criminal Court, with the
agreement of the proprietors to pay every attention to the Police
adininistration, and repair of the roads, &c. Clause 16th, provides for
the adjustment of any claims in future preferred by proprietors
now absent to re-vccupy their lands.

76. The kists or instalments, by which the revenue of each
estate will be paid iuto the treasury, have been fixed so as to
accord with harvest of the crops asually grown upon it. There
will be two kists in the khurreef, payable in November and De-
cember ; and two for the rubbee, due in May and June. Some
bhoor villages, in which no spring crops are ever grown, will pay
up altogether in the khurreef. The proportional payments in either
pergunuah are the following :

— [ -

. Proportion of de-
Proportion of demand A
Ferguongh, payable in the Khurreef. I;Z;geedue in the
‘ ‘
ForOZep00T sy sa sn vn 55 os nn 64 annas 94 aonnas
Pronahana, .. cocvevene e 104 annas 54 annas

e ——
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herewith enclosed, No. 158 of the 21st June 1839, ard werg,
afterwards returned to him, in order that some errors, which he.
apprehended to exist in the village statements, might be corrected.

3. It appears that Mr. Lawrence entrusted the preparation
of these statements to an active and intelligent Tehseeldar, since
dead, called Rung Rao ; and used to rely upon him for their
accuracy. After his departure, and after all his papers had been
collected and forwarded to you, Mr. C. Gubbins.was led to sus-
pect, frm the tenor of some petitions that were presented to him,
that the * khewuts” were in mauny instances incorrect; and he
eonsequently recalled them.

4. On their being returned, a Tehseeldar was deputed to
examine these statements, and to compare their contents with the
existing constitution of the villages ; amending them where faulty,
and malntaining them as originally prepared where he found them
to correspond with the result of his own investigations. After
considerable delay, the whole pergunnah was retraversed, aud the
statements of 18 villages more or less modified.

5. In three villages the nature of the tenure has been com-
pletely changed, and a bhyachara form substituted for the original
zemindaree, :

6. In two villages, considerable alteration has taken place.
In one, Ghotuh, owing to the returi: of several assamees, wi:o at
the time of the settlement were not in the village, the revenue
instead of being distributed on so many ploughs, is now collected
at a fixed rate of 9 annas 6% pie per beegah. In the other, Jharsah,
collections were formerly made, in the Hindoo thokes of the vil-
lage, by butai and zubtee rates; the profit and loss on the whole
resting with 10 of the more influential zemindars. The system
which manifestly operated to the prejudice of the petty share-
holders, by excluding them from enjoying the profits of their
several shares, has now been substituted for one, in which the
lands are all divided ; each man holding a separate portion and
paying his quota of revenue.

7. In 13 villages very tiivial changes have been introduced :
changes, which the lapse of a year, or even of a day, must bring
about in aimost every community ; and all of which contingencies
are amply provided for by the yearly preparation of the khewuts.
No one quesiioned their accuracy, at the time they were drawn
out, but as a considerable period has elapsed since the settlemeat
was completed, these statements have necessarily undergone con-
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riorated much since the settlement : and that immediate and pers
manent relief must be granted, without which® the settlement
must svon break down.
®
6. It is T must confess, a matter little satisfactory to myself;,
personally to plead guilty to so serious an error of judgment, in
fixing the amount of the Government assessinent, as [ have now to
lay before you, But I will willingly bear any censure or blame,
which I may incur on this account, to succeed in remedying my”
error, and averting the permanent injury to these pergunnahs,
which r y former inexpericnce would assuredly entail.

7. 1 praceed to notice either pergunnah, separately in detail,

8. Frrozrrore.— One principal cause of the assessment of
this pergunnah proving to be too severe, arises from the uncer-
tainty of its receiving the flood of the Landoha nuddee. "The
works constructed under the superintendence of Lieutenant Wes-
teru, (Enginecrs) have proved insufficient to ensure the regular
passage of the Landoha waters into Ferozepore, even in years of
good rein, In assessing, I did not allow sufficiently for the uncer-
tainty of the dchmr,

9. But, even independently of this cause, the general rate
of assessment is too high, being as follows.

On Cultivation in-

Lot (l)nfl Ml On" cluding lutely | C lt-'On ;
otat Area. ualgoozaree. dleotdoml Lultrvation,
1 9 0 2 0 0 2 8 5 3 0 0

|

RERCRE ——

There is, unfortunately, no other pergunnah in the district
enjoying nearly the same advantages of irrigation, with which
Ferozepore cau be compared. It stands alone, superior greatly to

o . them all in soil, in artificial irrigation,®

* Trrigation including de- 4y (from its being surrounded by hills)

hur, 72 per cent, in the probability of its baranee lands

being watered by rain.  Although thercfore the reduction which

I propose to make is oreat, the average rates will still exceed by
much those of the conterminous pergunnahs.

10. In determining therefore the gross extent of reduction
to be proposed, 1 have been guided by the present status, the ease
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ly regulated by the supply of rain which may fall daring the
months of December and January. A reference, moreover, to
the past fiscal history of this territory, will serve to shew, that
those periods of drought which, at peculiar interyals visit the
whole ol the western provinces, are of much more frequent recuf¥-
rence in the districts west of the Jumna than in the countries
lying to the eastward. KEven in ordinary seasons of rain, had we
the means of ascertaining correctly, by the establishment of rain
guages over ditferent parts of the country, I am of opinion that
the average quantity of water, falling in the Delhie districts would
range fr below the quantity received in the Dooab and Rohilcund.

8. The gro-s jumma of the pergunnah for the year immediately
preceding the settlement was Rs. 123,051, The average collections
of 17 years, from the date of the escheat of the pergunnah to the
close of last year, was Rs, 1,07,220 ; and of the last ten years to
Ks. 1,05,679. That the amount of these collections was too high to
adopt as a fair assessment, I inferred from the difficulty and
detriment to the pergunnah with whick they had been collected
from the prevalent practice of desertion; from the absence
of bidders at the public auction of estates: and from the

. meagre and comfortless circumstances
1-5-0, on the nltivated: A8

area. of the people. The average rate of
assessment® on seven moderately settled

¥ Gonlpaoree villages,T when applied to the cultivated
Dhukulpoor, area of the pergunnah, gave a jumma of
Deola uuglee, Rs. 90,710,  As these estates contained
Goolaisrah, iii their collective area nearly the same
ﬂ&?gﬁi\z}:"" proportions of irricated and unirrigated
Kullunjur. land as that borne by the pereunnah at

large, I assumed this sum as the new
pergunnah jumma.

0.  As a guide to assessment, I adopted the following scale
of rates, which are given in the margin.}

i Hri'gﬂfed{ = o % ]':’ g They were framed, so as to give a total
mrrlga Cly,y .. 9 . 4 & B
BLOOF, +vvrve 014 0 which would correspond with my assum

ed pergunnah jumma. A few villages

bordering on pergunnah Ferozepore have been subjected to a dif-

ferent set of rates.§ The soil is rich

§ Irrigated,.... 3 0 0 ,nd Jiable to be inundated, in seasons of

};}rlx:)grrlguted,-- (1) }; 8 hea:iy rain, by streams from the distant

e hills of Ulwur and Ferozepoor. The

water in these villages is found close to the surface, at a depth of
15 to 20 feet.

10. I now proceeded to apply these rates to the cultivated
area of each mouzak ; and after deviating from. the amount they
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braught oat in such instances where the superior capabilities of the
estate warranted an enhancement, or where, from the scanty popu-
lation, small extent of culturable waste, absence of all means of
irrigation or peculiar inferiority of soil, I saw reasons for limiting
the demand I found that the aggregate jumma for the pergunnah
amounted to Rs, 92,283 ; bemg a reductiou, on the past assess-
ment, of Rs. 30,768.

.11, This assessment falls 14 per cent. below the average
collections of 17 years: and 12} per cent. below the collections of
the past ten. In all years, except those of general calamity, I
think that payment can be enforced without any apprehension of
injury. The reduction is sufliciently large to cover the losses con-
sequent on local casualties.  The people have been told, and fully
understand, the principle on which this reduction has been con-
ceded to them,

12, The several setilement papers have been drawn up with
the greatest care, and with a scrupulcus attention to the wishes of
the community. The prevailing tenure is one of common undivid-
ed responsibility.  Tach member, at the commencement of the
year, undertakes the cultivation of so much land as he feels him-
self inclined or enabled to cultivate ; and the Government demand,
after crediting the amount of collections from non-resident culii-
vators, cominon waste and extraneous sources is distributed upon
the cultivation of the cr)mmumty by an average rate or bauch.
The existence of this system in  preceding settlements might
fairly be atributed to over-assessment, which rendered the commu-
nity careless of defining their particular shares.  The general
partiality expressed in favor of this species of tenure, during the
preparation of the prescut settlement papers, is I think traceable
to a feeling of insecurity arising from impoverished circunistances,
It genecally happened that where a division of rights and respone-
sibilities was demanded by the voice of the commuunity, the
village was in good condition avd each member anxious to record
the extent of his own particular iuterest in so valuable a pro-

perty.

13.  Preparatory to entering on the settlement of the per-
gunnah I was furnished by Mr. Routh with alist of chowkeedars
and bullahirs required in cach village. The sum assigued for
their maintenance-amounts to Rs. 3,632,

1 have, &e.,
G. C. BARXNES,
Z1iLLAH GOORGAON, Settlonent Officer,

Settlement Office,
The 11tk June, 1841,


















cvi APPENDIX L.

2. ASSESSMENT OF TIIE SALT BiDS.—The salt beds have
been measured and assessed at the average 1ate for other irrigated
lands in the pergunnah. The dimensious of 2ach pit, the name of
owner, chargcter of soil, &c., &c., have all Leen registered in the
Khusrah, ia precisely the same muunner as lancs eropped in the or-
dinary way with grain and other ariicles of producs. Although
no defivite terms of assessment had ever preivously been applied
to the salt beds of the pergunnah, yet the revenue remaundable
from those estatesin which salt is manufactured to any extent, has
always and avowedly been maintained above the usual standard,
on the grouuds of this particular advantage. In the appheation
thercfore of a certain rate, I am simply substituting rules and me-
thod of caleulation, for a Joose estimaie, and regulating my dewand
by a fixed principle, instead of trusting to mere conjecture.  In
order to remove any doubts that may arize as to the capability of
such lauds to bear assessment, 1 beg to offer the following ohser
vations. ‘T'wo pits are necessary to the manufacture of the salt,
tae dimensions of each averaging about 120 feet by 60 or abont
1-5th of an acre.  The original cost of _ecach pit togerher with the
expences attending the repair, lavor of filling, clewing . &e.,
&c¢, has been estimated at about Rs. 196 per annum.  The quan-
titv of salt yielded by these pits during the course of 12 months
will usnally amouant to 1200 maunds, which at the rate of Rs. 25
per hundred maunds (a fair average price) is equal to Rs. 300
from which if we deduct the cost of Rs. 196 above stated, we
have a clear net profit of Rs. 104, The rate of assessment on
these beds, being at the rate of Rs. 3 8 per acre, amounts on
both the pits to the anuual sum of Rs. 1-6-9 T do not pretnd to
any accuracy in this statement, though I think it is sufficiently
clear 1o prove that the assessment is extremely moderate, aud is
no way likely to cause any inconvenieuce,

12

13. SueTTLEMENT PAPERS.—After applying my rates to the
cultivated arca of each village, and fixing my assessment with so
close an observance to the sum they brought out, as the circumstan-
ces of the estate would admit, I found that the ageregate revenue of
the pergunnah amounted to Rs. 75,137, being a reduction on the
past jumma of Rs. 16,561, The settlement papers were prepared
under the superintendence of Ramsurn Doss, the Deputy Collega
tor; who has executed his important task with the greatest patience
and abhility. T have had frequent opportunitics of testing their
accuracy, and can honestly state that their correctness and value
are fully appreciated by the people,

ZI1LYAN (RoORG.AON, 1 have, &c,,
Settlement Office, G. C. BARNES,

'Iyl,e 27{& J“/.’/ ]84:1. Setllement Oﬁﬂer.
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4. AREA AND PoPULATION.—The gross area of the perguunah
1 viessi ve is
Meos,.e o0 os s 11 Villages, according to the prufessional survey, is

Goojurs, s rens 10, estimated at :?9,690 acres. The popu-
Jafs, eeeseren o2 4 lation is of mixed castes, of which the
Tzza, «veeee 2 Meos and Goojurs form by far the
Brahmin, .... 1, greater number.

Mixed, T | 19

5. PosITION, AND NATURE oF sorL.—The pergunnah is
bounded on the north by the district of Delhie Proper; on the
west and south it is surrounded by the pergunnah of Sonah; t
the east lies the territory of Bullubgurh. The pergunnah consi«ts
of a compact tract of land lyirg at the foot of a low range of hills,
which form the natural western boundary between the Palee per-
gunnah and Sonah. The soll immediately under the hills is of
course sandy, furrowed by ravines and uneven. From the base of
the Lills, the country slopes gr adually, and at last einerges into a
large plain, thickly popul: 1ted, and in the highest state of cultiva-
tion. The torrents fromn the hills in the rainy season, course through
the ravines, without benetfiting the nigher ground through which
they pass, and spread their waters over this flat, fertilizing tue soil
aud preparing it for the reception of the rubbee. The soil is na-
turally good from its light aud sandy nature, demanding less
labor, and bringing its crops to maturity with cven a scanty
supply of rain; consequently, however severe the season, Palev is

rarely a sufferer to any serious extent, certainly iu a much less
ratio to the country around.

6. WEeLL 1mricaTIoN.—The well irrigation is scanty, bear-
ing a proportion of G per cent, to the cultivated arca. Water is
found near the surface and of excellent quality, but the inhabitonts
do not avail themselves of the advantage, owing to the certdinty
which attends the raising of unirrigated crops. The produce is
chiefly brlJl‘d jooar and cotton in the khurreef; and wheat, barley,
(chiefly unirrigated,) and, in some villages, gram in the rubbee. The

nearest and best mart is that of bcllue, which is distant about 20
miles from Palee.

7. ForMER FIsCAL HISTORY.—On the lapse of the pergun-
nah in 1832, asuramary settlement tock place which wasfollowed
in 1834, by a formal settlement for a period of 20 years conducted
by Mr. W. Fraser, the late Commissioner of the Delkie territory,
The aggregate assessment amounted for the whole perguunah to
Rs. 42,494, from which sum if we deduct the jumma of the vil-
lages transferred, viz. Rs. 13,437, and add the assessments of the
two estates received from pergunnah Sonah, we shall have a unet
balance of Rs. 30,684 ; which was the jumma of the pergun-
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nah, as at present constituied, previous to the changes intgo<
duced by myself.

8.—At the period, 183% A. p., the assessment of Palee
offered a favorable contrast to the rate of settlement in the adjofn-
ing pergunnahs, aud was generally considered to be based on a
moderate and promising foundation. Bnt within the last two years
the principle of assessment in this district has undergone so great
a change, that Palee, the only pergunnah to which it was not prg-
posed to extend its application, as far exceeded the average rate in
the neighbouring divisions as previously it had fallen below it.
The lapse of a few years moreover had tended to bring forward
some striking irregularities of assessment, which in one instance
had caused the ruzin of a fine and well populated village.® With
Sistondh. the sanction of authority, I undertook
the revision.

9. RATES AND MODE OF ASSFSSMERT.—Adopting as my guide

a scale of rates* slightly excecding

Depocds 5 g tl.le rates applied in pergunnah  Noh,
Chickx;o'fe and since as far as we can judge from gene~
Nurmote,.... 1 9 ral data, the perguvnah was superior in
Bhoor, .. aveee 1 0 point of soil, and means of irrigation to
Noh, I tested the assessment of cach

estate, and wherever I found the jumma in excess of the sum
they brought out, and could discover no good reason for maintain.
ing the demand above the general average, I at once reduc-
ed the assessment to the level of my rates, In those Instances,

where my revenue estimate exceeded the assessment, I made no
alteration.

Irigated, .o ov 0y 3

(=

10. Depucrions FrRoM THE JUMMA.—The aggrepate reduc-
tion in the estates whose assessment

Beenjoopore £ L e :

~ ; nsidered as too hich* ¢ 3
Gotal, Mahubtabad. Ico ; 1‘) ere L ( ! ngh* amounted to
RKhaire. Rs. 5,380. Throughout the pergunnah
Khoree Jumalpore. with the sanction of the Commissioner
Kurnairuh. I deducted from the assessment of those
%’Iafi{l‘}'“l‘e- villages, where Mr. Fraser’s settlement
i\?;kliﬁsub had been maintained, the money allow-
Pakgul: ance fixed for the provision of the vil-
Pslee. lage Police: where I had altered the
Paotah. assessment, I had previously made al-
Sukronah.

. lowance for this charge in casting my
%ﬁ‘{}ﬁfoff’e?a' rates. The mokuddummee allowance
Nompfm Dhoomuspore.  throughout the pergunnah has been
Surohes. calculated at the rate of five per cent.

on the actual sum payable into the Go-
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4, PorurATiON, soiL, &c.—The population is chrefly Ja.
A detail of the castes residing in the pergunnah is given in the

Castes. Villages. 'Margin. * The soil is good and adapted
Brahmins, ........ 4  for the cultivation of almost*every specigs
Goojurs, «vaveneees 3 of produce. Water 1s fouud at a depth
Moosulmans, «e.... 3 varying from 36 to 60 feet from the sur-
by sans vusnmesn 18 face. Irrigation for this district isabove

the average, and is estimated at a proportion of 11 per cent. to the
cultivated area.

5. FiscAr misTory.—The pergunnah, on lapsing, was chiefly
waste. With the exception of the large Jat estates, the whole coun-
try was uncultivated. For the Fuslee year 1220, the kham collections
for the perguunah amounted to Rs. 61,403 ; and in succeeding
years to Rs 51,584, The first scttlement was concluded by Mr.
Wilder, Principal Assistant for five years, from 1224 to 1228 Fus-
lee, and reached in the aggregate to Re. 61,545. The second settle-
ment, made by Mr. Cavendish, for a period of ten years, from 1229
to 1238, gave a jumma amounting in the last year of the lease to
Rs. 66,394, inclusive of mokuddummee. On the expiration of this
settlement, Mr. Campbell renewed the leases till formal nivestigation
should take place ; which was postponed from year to year until Mr.
M. Gubbins, under Regulation I1X. of 1833, fixed the assessment of
pergunnah Hodul, iucluding t};&edannexexil estate of mouzah Budhoo-

_ ee* during the season of 1838, A. ., at
* ﬁfse;“;%gy Mr. Tyler at Rs. 69,922. The jumma for the y,ear
! immediately preceding the settlement

being Rs, 7,085,

6. CoNDITION OF THE PERGUNNAII AFTFR TIHF SETTLEMENT
or 1838.—After fixing the jumma, and before rompleting the
preparation of the papers, Mr. M. Gubbins was removed, and the
settlement remained unreported. Meanwhile the pergunnah was
subjected to severe trials. The years consequent to the memo-
rable drought of 1245 Fuslee, have proved extremely unfavorable
to the agricultural prosperity of the district at lurge ; but deficient as
other portions of the zillah are in means of irrigation, no perguunah
bas suffered to such a degree as pergunnah Hodul. Misfortunes
crowded on each other. At first these vicissitudes had the effect of
redoubling the exertions of the people, and if the khurreef proved
scanty in consequence of a deficiency of raiu, every nerve wasstrained
to make the returns of th~ rubbee, through the fgency of their
wells, compensate for the ivsses on the preceding harvest. A
kind or fatality however seemed to hang over the pergunnah, and
a blight to attend every effort. Last year, after a failure in, the
khurrecf, crops of wheat and barley, raised by irrigation, were de-
stroyed just at the point of maturity, by a shower of hail from which
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11. PoricE aAND RroaD FUND.—The road fund hag’been id-
stituted throughout the pergunnah, and a Police establishment ade-
quate to the size and importance of each village, introduced. The

aggregate amount for Police charges in the pergunnall is Rs. 2,088
per annum.

I have &ec.,

G. €. BARNES,

' Settlement Officer,

ZrLLAR GooRrGAoON,
Settlement Qffice, ?
Caxpr GOURW \REE, ~

Prrcunnvan Punwor, S

The 3rd Jannary 1842,

P. S.—S8So far, I have endeavoured to trace the various changes
in the revenue of the pergunnah, and to paiat the condition of the
people, up to the settlement concluded by Mr. M. Gubbins in March
1841. Since that period, after every precaution had been adopted
to restore prosperity to the pergunnah, a calamitous season has
recurred, which, from forming one of a series, has caused greater
agricultural distress than even the scason of 1245 Fuslee. No rain
fell in suflicient quantity to sow the sced till the 22nd July. This
shower was followed by a long interval of dryught to the 20th
August, when a second fall took place, and the weather remained
fivorable till the 25rd.  After this date, no rain fell in time to
save the khurreef harvest, which throughout the pergunnah, as I
myself ascertained, was an entire fuilure. The average amount
of land, cultivated for khurreef crops m the pergunnah, is about
25,000 acres. 'The extent of land cultivated aund sown. this sea-
son, reaches in the aggregate to 18,800 acres of which 12,550 .eres
are estimated to have produced nothing, and 6,250 acres to have
been saved. The failurein the khurreet would have led, in the pre-
sent circumstances of the people, to an abandonment of their wells
for the cultivation of the rubbee ; for as eapitalists in this distriet
rarely come forward to assist the agriculturists with pecuniary aid,
the people are accustomed to depend for the funds necessary to
defray the expences of seed, &c., &e., &c ., to the profits arising
from the preceding harvest. In this emergency, I obtained your
sanction to reduce the jamma, aud after personally inspecting each
estate, I fixed the payments for the present year at Rs. 52,341,
leaving a balance for remission in full, or for partial realization, of
Rs. 25,624, Thisreduction in the demand, being effected prompte
ly and liberally, has produced tbe most beneficial results. »The
people who were emigrating in scores have returned, Mahajuns
have come forward on the security of wells to advance the ncces-
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e e e e s o e

. o) £ {Nett Total or Per-
rsYafes cbntained Tran;sfa.r to other| Annexuras S o'n'z ol e pyiing
in old pergunnah.| Divisions. olher Divisicns el dad.

145 10 34 169

¢ AgS i ess ed at

Rs. Rs. Rs. is.
104445 11734 40550 133261

'he pergunnab therefore in its new form contains 169 villages,
assessed previous to the revision, at a jumma of Rs. 1,588,261,

4, SizF: DECREASE OF CULTiVATION.—The area of the per-
gunnah, as exhibited by the returus of the professional survey
conceluded in 1831 a. p. is 1,61,781 acres.  The great vaiiation in
the extent of culiivated land, as recorded by the survey and the
ameen’s measurement completed in 1839-406, is worthy of remark,
and will serve to poiut out the broken state of the pergunnal.

g < e o 3 '
>,
S E R IR RS
N g S*8, | 38| © s
S 2 ~ S O = ~ & ~NT -
-~ by P~ e S ~ { S
~ S & B > S e
& QQ < S (S} i R
~ . i h . " R
Professional survey, {16' 78] 45058 15529 » 011¢4 116723
Ameen’s survey, ..[l06178] 45058 32500 11125 7304« 116723
- ey ST ot B R, R R ST B e e ety S S

5. PosiTioN, sML, POPULATION, MIKANS OF IRRIGATIUN —
The pergunnah occupies the central position in the distriet.  The
goil, owing to the large surface of country over which the per-
gunnah extends, is more varied than in any other division. 7 he
prevailing soil is one of a light sandy nature which I, in conformity
with the practice of my predecessors, have classed under two heads
MeOS, wvnennrnnnn 47 M}lgda” or soil containing a larger
Goojur, .......... 23 admixtureof clay.and “ Bhoor” or laud
Jat, oo iveeveanae. 23 differing but slightly from pure sand. Cul-
Aheer, ............ 22 tivation is almost entirely dependent
Rajpoot, oy .0 levese 16 upon the rains ; the proportion of the
GONUTE, v v v 40 v o oo 6 ., . ¢
Moosulman,........ 7 irrigated surface to the whpole cultivated
Prahmin, «v..ee.... 5 area being scarcely 6 per cent. The
Carpenter, ........ 1t population is extremely diversified. A de-
Miscellaneous... ... 19 taj] of the castes is given in ithe margin.

6. FiscaL HisTorY.—It is impossible to carry on any con-
nected history of the fiscal changes which have taken place in the

ergunnah.,  There have been no series of settlement to mark
perg 3 ’
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by regular steps, the advancement "or retrogression of the revenge.
Moreover, the pergunnali in its present shape, has received so large
an addition to its area and jumina, that any referetice to its reyenue
before these changes were effected would, scarcely be intelligible.
' ®

7. The jumma cf the pergunnah, for tle year preceding
settlement, was Rs. 1,33,261.  The average collections of the
past 17 and 10 years amount respectively to Rs. 1,13,908 and
Rs. 118,337, 1 believe ycu are fully acquainted with the state of
the pergunnah.  With the exception of Pulwul, Sonal was undout-
edly the heaviest assessed pergunnah in a  district where no
assessrent was moderate, and the condition of the peopie propor-
tionably destitute. T have the anthority of Mr. C. Gubbins, in stating
that in February i239, when he joiued as Collector, there were no
less than 47 villages in tiis perguuuah

* Sale and Fo,foimmb:fmwg' either entirely or nearly deserted. The
Binwaliy, wrorvenr 12 nnher of instances* in which recourse
Transter of Malgoo- has been made, within the last few years,
A to the heaviest punishment in the power

of the authorities to inflict, for desertion aud non-payment of
revenue, must be regarded as a proof of over-assessmeut. The
penalty of sale was seldom resorted to, for the reason that no
purchaser ¢ould be found to risk his capital.

8. Rarrs.—I need not here enter upon any detail of the
method of settlement adopted. I have already endeavoured to
explain  the principles upon  which

h:gft”e’é’:‘* ‘H’.”. ”’{i”"’f' , 1 have proceeded in Iy reports on
Bhoor, o013 Ilut.reeu,. Noh, &e. 1 will snn'ply state

Valley villages. . that previous to settlement 1 framed a
Irrigated, .« 3 8 0 setof rates* toensurc nniformity in the
Delar, .. o 22 0 gesessment, differing very slightly from
1]:‘1“‘]’;3;“" i 3 8 the rates I used when settling the con
Bhoor, .. 113 o tiguous pergunuahs of Noh, Pulwul and

Palee. Indeed, the only difference 1
made was in fixing rather lower rates for the light sandy soils,
go prevalent in the Sounah pergunnah. Where I have deviated
from the estimate exhibited by my rates, I have endeavoured to
record the reasons at the foot of each individual statement.

9. REMARKS ON APPLICATION OF RATES.— It will be observed
that 1 have attached consil~rable importance to d#iciency of avail-
able waste in mouzahs of this pergunnab, aud I have assessed such
estates at a sum: much below what the rates bring out. In this
district, where almost every village has a proportion of good gaste
land equal to a fourth of its area, the reflection naturally occurred
to me, that, were 1 to assess all villages strictly with reference
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its I'mits now inclnde three villages of pergunnah Pualee, one of
ntteen and ten villages situated on the Palwul side of the river,
but hitherto, appertaining to zillah Boolundshuhur, four vxllqges
have been tmns(erred from the percunnah to other divisions, so that
op the whole, "there remains a net total of 167 mouzahs. The
pergunnah covsists of a nearly flat uninteresting tract of eountry,
slightly inclining from the table land of llutteen to the bank of
the river. The depth of water in the wells on the western limit,
averages 70 feet, from the surface, and near the river varies from

12 to 25 feet.

3. AREA ; POPULA-

Jat, ve eee.. 67 Moossulman, .. 16 T1oN.—The gross area of

Goojur, «... 13 Mixed, ...... 37 the pergunnahis 1,94,296

Brahmin, .. 21 —— acres, or about 300 square

Rajpoot, «... 13 Villages 167 pjiles. The population is

chiefly Hindoo, consisting

for the most part of Jats, Goojurs and Brahmins. A detail is given
in the margin.*

4. DrFICIENCY OF IRRIGATION : PRODUCE.—In common with
the rest of the district, the pergunnah labors under a defi-
uvncy of the means of irrigation.  The watered surface ~orsists
only of 9% per cent. of tiw cultivated area. The chief narvest
is the khurrcef, and the staple products, are cotton aud jooar
in the autumn, and gram, and barley in the spring. The prevail-
ing soil is a good rich clay, but owing to the extreme lia-
bility of this part of the country to scarce supplies of rain, not
exactly in place. A lighter and poorer soil would require less rain,
and there would be the greater chance of the crop reaching ma
turity. The pergunnah is bisected by the Agra and Deline roéd
near which the chief marts of the pergunnah are situated. Cotton
in a good season is produced in large quantities and conveyed by
water to Agra, Mirzapore, &ec.

5. DETAIL oF PREVIOUS SETTLEMENT.—The district on
lapsing to us, was in good condition, and reported to yield to the
late Nawab an annual revenue of Rs. 1,60,000. The collections
for the first year under our management amounted only to Rs.
97,234. During the two ensuing years of 1226-27 Fuslee, the
resources of the pergunnah were tested by kham management,
and the collectione amounted respectively to Rs. 1,22, 716 and
Rs. 1,70,611. In 1228 Fuslee, corresponding with the Chris-
tian year 1820-21, Mr. Cavendish assessed the pergunnah in
detail at a jumma for the first year of Rs. 2,03,346, attaining in the
fifth and last year of settlemeunt to the sum of Rs. 2,54,200. The
pergunnah was made over to us in a wealthy condition, and this ex-
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travagant jumma was realized, with but trivial balances, for four yqars.
But in the fifth, when the resources of the people were exhaust®d,
their cattle and stock sold to pay the revenue, and a partial failare
superadded to their want of means, a Jarge balance of Rs’, 1,03,763'
acerued. A new settlement for a like period ewas formed, and a
siall abatement of revenue conceded, suflicient to postpdhe the
entire ruin of the pergunnak, but utterly inadequate to affogd
that relief which tl.e state of the district. and the principles of true
financial policy demanded. At the expiration of this secoud lease,
another attempt was made by Mr. G. Campbell successor to Mr.
Caveudish, to increase the revenue by prospective enhancements,
but with the failure of the khurreef harvest in 1240 Fusiee,
symptoms of exhaustion began to re-appear, ard heavy balances
accrued in that and the {ullowing years, until the memorable
drougnt of 1245 Fuslee (1837-38) gave the last blow to
the decaying prosperity of the perpunnah.  Since that year there
has been no one good season to enuble the agriculturist to repair
the ruin entailed upon him by the past  The introduction of the
settlement under the provisions of Regulation IX. of 1833, which
even under Mr C. Gubhing views of assessment, wonld have given
grentrelief, was postponed by that Officer’s removal; and Mr. J. Law-
renee, his suceessor, who made the first settlement of the pergun-
pah undor B gulation I1X of 1833, undoubtedly rated the rescurces
of the district too highly, and misled, (if I may so pre-ume to speak of
an Officer of his known capacity) by the abundance of available
waste which each village possessed, assessed each estate at a much
higher value than its cultivated area could be brought to pay ;
whereas I am of opinion from the bad character of the soil, the
poverty of the people, the difficulty aud expense of clearing, the
deficiency of population, and worcever from  the entive dependance
of all this tract upon the seasons, that the weste land of a village
1s not assessable at all in this province. It is better to allow some
villages to escape with a portion of profitable waste land unassessad
than to cripple the energies of the people by taxing their culti-
vation at an exorbitant rate.  When thus dealt with, with a thirty
veary’ lease before them, I think there is more chance of means be-
ing acqnired, and of the waste land being gradually reclaimned, than
by any other proce-s that conld have been devised ; and eveutually
there will be a greater accession of revenue, together with greater
agricultural prosperity than could have beecu obtained by any
other course.

6 M. Lawrence’s assessment amounted to Rs. 2,831,526 ;
the junima previousiy being Rs. 2,46,413. The cause of its failure
I have already adverted to, in my report on the summary settle-
ment concluded in April 1841. On the data then 2t my com-#
mand, I reduced the jumma toan aggregate total of Rs. 1,92,(82












