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DEDICATION.

To RicEARD Evirarp WEBsTER, Esq., Q.C.

My Dear WEBSTER,

FirreEN years ago I saw you—to me a perfect
stranger—win, under most trying circumstances—the
two mile champion race at Cambridge. Little did I
then think that I should one day rank you among my
cherished friends.

Since we met some years later, I have watched with
the keenest interest every stage of your career, and
have often been reminded of that day at Cambridge.

I believe that the qualities you then displayed have
in no small degree enabled you to achieve at so early
an age the success which has marked your professional
life.
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It is, however, not because you have been successful,
but because your life has been marked throughout by
a generous sympathy with and a clinging to all that is
good and true, and by a thorough distaste for all that
is the reverse, that I ask you to become sponsor to
this my youngest literary offspring on his introduction
to the world. He will need a protector, for his name

alone will provoke controversy.
Always most truly yours,
G. B. MALLESON.

27 West Cromwell Road,
16th December 1878.



INTRODUCTION.

IN the Preface to my work—‘ An Historical Sketch of the
Native States of India ”’—published in 1875, I stated
that the history of the practically independent coun-
tries on the borders of India, countries such as Persia,
Biltichistdn, and Afghdnistdn, might possibly engage
my attention at some future period.

For that period, whenever it might be, I had col-
lected notes and had drawn up a general sketch
containing marginal references to the works necessary
to be consulted. These I carefully stowed away, little
dreaming that the time was so near at hand when I
should be called upon to work them into shape.

In the latter half of the month of September last
public interest was suddenly excited by the intelligence
that a distinguished soldier was about to proceed with
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an escort on a mission to the Court of Kébul. Ques-
tions as to the country represented by that court, its
history, its people, its kings, began at once to be
asked. It was not so easy to amswer them. The
history of Afghdnistin had been so interlaced with the
history of Hindtstén that there existed no independent
record of the actions of its rulers and its people. Two
very remarkable books did indeed seem to profess to
supply the want. But Elphinstone’s account of the
kingdom of Kdbul, charming as it is, confines itself
mainly to a description of the people and the country
as they were at the beginning of the present century—
the history of the family of the then reigning dynasty
being contained in an appendix: whilst Ferrier’s
“ History of the Afghdns,” full of detail as it is,
contains but a very cursory reference to the Tirki,
the Ghor, and the Moghol families who preceded, in
the government of the country, the Ghilzais and the
Abdalis.

Under these circumstances, having the materials,
the time, and the inclination, I resolved at the very
end of September to attempt to supply the existing
want. I have worked double tides, grudging no
labour which might be required to present to the
public a readable account of the antecedents of the
country now invaded by our armies. I cannot hope
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that I have entirely succeeded. The mere mechanical
labour of writing has been great, and the book has
grown far beyond the dimensions contemplated at the
outset. Such as it is, I offer it to the public. I know
it has many faults; but I am equally conscious that
I have spared no pains to render it an exact record of
events which have passed.

I have had to consult numberless books of reference.
Prominent amongst these I may mention the interest-
ing travels of Jonas Hanway, the truth of whose
detailed narrative is attested by other contemporary
records ; the late Sir Henry Elliot’s History of India,
as told by its own historians, edited by Professor
Dowson; Erskine’s Life of Badbar and Humdytn;
Thomas’s Chronicle of the Pathin Kings of Dehli;
Briggs’s Ferishta; Blochmann’s translation of the
Ain-i-Akbari. These are but a few, but they form, it
may be said, the basis of the earlier part of my history.
For the later period, the references were more plentiful
and more easily obtainable. The histories of Elphin-
stone, of Ferrier, of Kaye, of Burnes, and the pages
of the ¢ Calcutta Review” have been repeatedly
referred to. The description of the cities of Kdbul,
of Kandshdr, of Jaldldbid, and of Ghazni has been
taken from the same semi-official source which supplied
the appendix to the life of General Nott.
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I have found it impossible to describe the events
which characterised the expedition of 1839 toAfghdnis-
tdn, or the events which have led to the present in-
vasion, without recording my own opinions as to the
inexpediency of the one and the wisdom of the other.
With regard to the policy which has been pursued
towards Afghdnistdn, subsequently to the annexation
of the Panjab, I may observe that there seems to me
to be an impassable gulf between the adoption of a
principle suited to certain circumstances, and the riding
that principle to death when those circumstances
have changed. The policy, for instance, of masterly
inactivity, admirably well adapted to the circumstances
of an Afghénistdén standing alone, remote from
Russia, and far apparently beyond the zone of Russian
ambition, becomes inarticulate folly when applied to
an Afghanistén contiguous to and leaning on Russia.
Under such circumstances it can only mean the re-
signation to Russia of a territory well described by a
German writer as ‘“the glacis of the fortress of
Hinddstéan.” A perusal of the pages of this volume
will make it clear that the India of the past was really
safe, really powerful, only when she had her troops can-
‘toned beyond the passes of Afghdnistin. They were
so cantoned in the time of Akbar and of his earlier
successors. It was when the later Moghol sovereigns
had lost Kanddhir that the invasion of Hinddstdn
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became possible. Not even Nadir Shah, powerful as
he was, dreamt of invading India until he had secured
that important town. The fact that Kanddhdr, gar-
risoned by Afghdns, delayed him for more than twelve
months, proves the importance of its position, and
gives some idea of the prominent part it may yet play
as an out-work of the British Empire. The pages of
this book show that the real contest for India has
always taken place on the Helmand. The Helmand
once passed and Kanddhdr once occupied, the Indus
has never stopped an invader. The quiescent attitude
of Hinddstdn has ever proved an irresistible tempta-
tion to an ambitious and powerful people beyond
Afghénistdn ; but no invasion was ever possible so
long as Hinddstdn kept in her own hands the keys of
her fortress—the valleys beyond the passes leading
to her fertile plains.

It appears to me that England has too long acted
on the principle enunciated by Lord Granville in his
famous despatch—the principle of ‘ not examining too
minutely how far these arrangements were in strict
accordance with the assurance given in January by
Count Schouvaloff.” Happily, times are changed.
¢The pulse of the public heart’ beats higher than it
did during the ministry of Mr. Gladstone. * The
tone and temper’ of this country are more elevated
and more brave than when Lord Granville was foreign
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gecretary. And England is to be congratulated that
she possesses now a First Minister who is not afraid to
announce plainly to the great disturber of the peace
of the world, that *cunning is not caution, and that
habitual perfidy is not high policy of State.”

G. B. MALLESON.

27 West Cromwell Road,
16 December 1878.
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AFGHANISTAN.

CHAPTER 1

DESCRIPTIVE,

In his work entitled ¢ Reminiscences of a Bengal
Civilian,” Mr. William Edwards, then Assistant-
Secretary to the Government of India in the Foreign
Department, describes the departure of Amir Dost
Mahammad, on the termination of the Afghdn war in
1841, to resume his position as ruler of Kdbul. * Just
before parting,” he writes,  the Amir, addressing the
Governor-General in Persian, observed :—* I have seen
a great deal of your Government since I came to
India. Your forts, your arsenals, your ships, all are
admirable. I have been down to Calcutta, and have
been astonished with your wealth, your palaces, your
marts, and your mint; but to me the most wonderful
thing of all is, that so wise and wealthy a nation could
have ever entertained the project of occupying such a
country as Kébul, where there is nothing but rocks
and stones.”” It will be my task to explain, in the
pages which follow, the reasons which in past ages
1
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have invested, and which in the present hour par-
ticularly invest this country of rocks and stones with
an importance far beyond its territorial value—an
importance so vast that, in the opinion of many, the
safety of India depends upon the predominance of
British influence in the lands immediately beyond the
British frontier.

The country inhabited by the Afghdns, and known
generally as the kingdom of Kdbul, is traversed from
east to west by the Hindd Kish, and the prolongation
to the westward of that mighty range. The moun-
tains forming the prolongation branch off from the
Koh-i-Bdbd, a lofty range eighty miles in length, and
some eighteen thousand feet high, and itself the western
continuation of the Hindd Kish proper. Running
westward, the mountains soon break into three parallel
ranges—the centre and southernmost known as the
Koh-i-Saféd and the Koh-i-Sidh—but all three com-
prehended under the general title of Paropamisan
range. A line drawn nearly south from the spot where
the northernmost of the three ranges referred to is
touched by the Hari-rdd river, about seventy miles
below Herdt, to a point below the Sistdn lake, and in-
tersecting that lake, forms the western boundary of
the country. The southern boundary may be roughly
described as starting from the point below the Sistén
lake just referred to, skirting the valleys of the Hel-
mand and the Lora, and running then along the Shél
territory to a point north-west of Déra Ghdzi Khén.
From this point, as far as Vaziri, the Silimén range;
thence to the northern part of the Peshidwar district,
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the mountains overlooking the plains on the west
bank of the Indus; and thence as far as the Hindd
Kiish, the wild and rugged country of unknown moun-
tain tribes, go to form the eastern boundary.

The Hindd Kish, and the Paropamisan range, con-
stitute, roughly speaking, the northern boundary of
Afghdnistdn proper. But a portion of the country
north of that range is tributary to the Amir of Kdbul.
This territory stretches from the westernmost spurs of
the most northern branch of the Paropamisan range to
the Khoja Sdleh ferry on the Oxus, along the borders
of the Tirkomdn desert. Thence to the great Pamir
range, which constitutes the eastern limit, the Oxus
forms the boundary of the tributary tribes. The
eastern portion of this territory is known as Bdddkshdn ;
the western as Afghdn Trrkistdn.

Afghénistdn has been well described as ¢ consisting
of a star of valleys radiating round the stupendous
peaks of the Koh-i-Béb4, and everywhere bounded by
mountains of a rugged and difficult nature.”* The
chiefs of these mountains is the mighty Hindd Khish,
whose peaks, yet unexplored, are said to attain
twenty thousand or twenty-one thousand feet in
height. Of this range, and its prolongations westward,
I have spoken. A high ridge branching from the
country north of Kébul, crosses Afghdnistin by way
of Kénddhdr and Girishk, and connects the great
mountain with the Pdghmdn range. The Sdlimén
range runs from the Saféd Koh—a mountain separated
from the Hindd Kish by the Kébul river—direct

* « Geographical Magazine,” October, 1878.
1
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south, and parallel with the British frontier. It has
been described as ‘“a mighty mountain barrier, con-
taining in its northern section two ranges, which
increase in number as they run southwards, till at its
southern extremity, where the Siri breaks through,
there are no less than twelve distinct ridges ‘like
battalions in columns of companies at quarter
distance.’ ' ¥

The principal rivers in Afghdnistdén are the Kdbul,
the Helmand, the Hari-rid, the Logar, the Mirghdb,
and the A'rghand-db. The Kdbul river rises in the
U'nai pass, in the south-eastern slopes of the Koh-i-
Bédbd, runs past Jaldldbdd, and through the Khaibar
pass to the Indus, into which it falls near Attak. It
traverses a distance of about three hundred miles,
receiving the drainage of the southern slopes of the
Hindd Kiish on the left, and the northern water-shed
of the Saféd Koh (not to be confounded with the
Koh-i-Saféd) on the right. Its tributaries are the
Logar from the south; the Bdrd, which rises in, and
flows through, the Afridi hills; the Swéat; and the
Panjshir, the Alishang, the Kunar, and the Landai
from the north.

The river Helmand rises also in the south-eastern
slopes of the Koh-i-Bdbd. It flows in a south-westerly
direction to about a hundred and ten miles below
Girishk. It then suddenly turns to the west, and
running in that direction for about seventy miles,
changes its course to the north-west, and discharges
itself into the Sistén lake. The entire length of its

* « Geographical Magazine.”
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course exceeds seven hundred miles. Approaching
Girishk it attains a breadth of at least a hundred yards,
and a depth of three and a half. From this point to
the Sistén lake it is considered navigable: it is
extensively used for irrigation purposes.

The Harf-rid rises in the southern slopes of the
Koh-i-Sigh, shortly after it breaks away from the
Koh-i-Béb4, and taking a westerly course runs south
of Herdt. A short distance below this turn, it takes
a turn to the north, quits the Afghdn territory at
the point where it touches the northernmost branch of
the Paropamisan range; then turning again to the
north-west, it ultimately divides into two branches,
and empties itself into the Tojend swamp. Herdt, and
the valley in which it lies, are watered by canals drawn
from this river.

The Logar has been mentioned as one of the tri-
butaries of the Kdabul river. It plays an important
part in the military geography of the country, prior to
its junction with that river, more especially where
it crosses the Ghazni and Kdibul road between
Shékhdbdd and Haidar Khail.

The Mirghéb rises in the Koh-i-Bdbd range, and
runs westerly to the north-west of Mérv. It is little
more than a mountain stream.

More important are the Arghand-éb, a tributary of
the Helmand, which rising in the range which runs
in a south-westerly direction parallel with the road
between Ghazni and Kandéhdr, flows parallel with
that range north of Kandéhdr, and joins the Helmand
some miles below it; the Tarnak, which follows the
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valley from Ghazni to Kanddhdr, and joins the Ar-
ghand-db before the latter joins the Helmand; the

‘rghdsdn, flowing into the same river from the east,
and the Ddri from the south ; the Lora, another tribu-
tary of the same river, one of the heads of which rises
in the Shél valley, the other just south of, and close to,
Kalat, receiving the drainage of the Mdstang valley.

More northerly again are the Kash-rdd, the Fardh-
rid, and the Hardt-rdid, which, rising in the southern
slopes of the Koh-i-Sidh and flowing into the Sistdn
lake, cross the different routes between Herdt and
Kandéhdr at various points. Other streams, such as
the Zhot, the Gomal, and the Kiram, will be more
specially treated of when I come to describe the passes
with which they are severally connected.

Afghdnistdn proper may be conveniently treated of
as formed of two great parts—the eastern and the
western ; the former represented by the towns of Kdbul
and Ghazni and the valley of which Jaldldbad is the
central point; the latter by Kanddhir and Herat.
From these divisions are excepted the tribes on the
eastern frontier, many of whom are independent, and
who will be treated separately. To the divisions
themselves, or rather to the towns which dominate
them, and to the routes which connect them, I shall
now turn my attention.

The city of Kébul, six thousand five hundred feet
above the level of the sea, lies in a triangular gorge
formed by two ranges of high and steep hills, which,
running north-west and south-west, nearly meet a
little to the west of the town, leaving between the
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two angles a narrow entrance traversed by the Kébul
river and by the high road from Ghazni. The city
is thus encompassed by hills on three sides.

On the southern side, indeed, there is only a narrow
path between the city wall and the base of the hill.
These hills are steep, bare, and rocky, and are crowned
with a long line of wall, having round towers at short
intervals. This line of wall is carried up the steep
sides of the hills, along their summits, and across the
narrow entrance which lies between them. Were it
in repair, this wall would completely close all entrance
from the west, but it is believed to have been allowed
to fall into decay.

The city itself extends about a mile from east to
west, and about half a mile from north to south. It
is surrounded by a high but weak mud wall, and
has no ditch. On the top of a rocky eminence,
east of the town and separated from it by a ditch,
stands the Béld Hissdr, and on the slope of this accli-
vity are the royal palace and gardens, with an exten-
sive bazaar, the whole surrounded by a wall and ditch.

The chief bazaars in the city itself run east and
west, the largest running nearly through the centre
of the town. It forms a spacious broad street of
two-storied houses covered by flat roofs extending
between their tops. This street is broken into three
or four divisions by small squares, which have passes
leading out right and left into the adjoining streets.
The rest of the town is formed of narrow, dirty, and
irregular streets, the houses in which are made of un-
burned brick. Burnes computed the population to be
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about sixty thousand, and this number is probably not
greatly exceeded now.

The K4bul river, which enters at the north of the
gorge from the west, flows eastward close under the
northern wall. The river from August to October is
a mere brook, but it is at times so swollen as seriously
to endanger the walls of the city.

Towards the east of Kdbul the country is inore
open than on the other sides. The two ranges of hills,
separating widely to the north and south, have a
broad valley lying between them, down which the road
to Peshdwar runs nearly due east. This valley ex-
tends for about twenty-five miles east of Kébul, and
there meets a cross chain of rugged rocks. The pass
over these, called the Ldtd Band, is practicable only
for man and horse. The valley is about ten miles
broad, but at a short distance from the town a low,
rocky, and barren ridge runs from west to east for
about three miles, dividing the valley into two nearly
equal portions.

On the northern side of the valley the Kdbul river
runs through a fertile tract of country. On the
southern side, the river Logar, which enters it through
a break in the hills, and running for some distance
close at their base, crosses the valley from south to
north five miles east of Kébul, and falls into the Kédbul
river. Their united streams pass out of the valley
through a narrow opening in the L&t4 Band pass,
already referred to.

The country on the south side of the valley on the
banks of the Logar is low, marshy, and often under
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water. It is very fertile. So likewise is that on the
northern side, where the Kébul river flows. But the
centre of the valley, where the rocky range extends,
is dry and barren.

To the west of Kébul lies a broad valley or plain,
separated from the town by the hills through which
the narrow entrance to the town passes. This plain,
which is about eight miles broad by twelve in length,
i1s a spacious amphitheatre, encircled on all sides by
lofty hills, over the tops of which rises a succession of
lofty hills, each higher and higher, till the view is
terminated by the summits of the Hindd Kidsh. The
panorama is most lovely—the plain being watered by
numerous streamlets brought from the Kabul river,
and covered with green fields fringed by rows of the
poplar and the willow. Orchards richly stocked with
fruit and flower, and vegetable gardens well laid out,
diversify the landscape. The Kdbul river, its banks
shaded with trees, and here and there guarded by
forts, runs through it. Villages and hamlets are
scattered over the surface of the plain.

The country round Kibul is extremely fruitful.
Grain and provisions of every kind are in abundance,
whilst the most delicious fruits of every description
are cheaper even than grain.

Jaldldbdd, formerly considered the chief town of the
second district in eastern Afghdnistdn, is one hundred
and five miles from Kdbul and ninety-one from Pe-
shiwar. The line of road to it from Kébul lies for the
first ten miles nearly due east, descending steeply the
Kébul valley. The next ten miles, leaving the valley,
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commence by turning south, and proceed through a
long and narrow defile between steep and lofty hills
devoid of verdure. Along this defile, which is only a
few yards broad, runs a noisy stream, which has to be
crossed nearly twenty times. The whole breadth of
the pass is covered with a mass of pebbles and boul-
ders. At its summit the elevation is seven thousand
five hundred feet above the sea. This pass is called
Khird-Kébul. Ten miles beyond it rise the Tazin hills,
still higher, having an elevation of eight thousand two
hundred feet. Thence is a descent of about one thou-
sand eight hundred feet into the small valley of Tazin.
Twenty-two miles beyond this valley is the formidable
Jagdalak pass.

From Jagdalak to Gandamak—as from the entrance
of the Khird Kébul pass to Jagdalak—the road lies
through a barren and inhospitable country. It is a
wide waste of bare and naked hills encompassed by
high and inaccessible mountains. The difficulties of
transit are enormous. The road scrambles up and
down steep acclivities, over long ranges of bleak hills,
and through narrow defiles, bounded on each side by
steep rocks. It is covered with large stones, pebbles,
and rocks, and often leads the traveller down the bed
of a stream. The normal inhabitants of this region are
few and far between.

Gandamak itself is a great improvement on the
country traversed to reach it. It stands four thou.
sand six hundred feet above the sea-level.

For eight or nine miles after leaving Gandamak the
scenery reassumes its unattractive form. The road is
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rough, leading the traveller across rocky beds of rivers,
and over stony spurs. Three miles after passing the
valley of Nimlah—itself a small oasis in the desert—
a great improvement is visible. By a gradual descent
the open valley of Fathdbdd is reached, and here
are to be found almost the first symptoms of regular
cultivation on this side of Khtird-Kdbul. Fathdbdd is
eighteen miles from Gandamak.

From Fathdbad to Jaldldbdd the distance is seven-
teen miles. The road makes a descent for the first eight
or nine miles, over a fair though occasionally very stony
country. On reaching the level ground four or five
miles from Jaldldbdd the traveller finds himself in a
fertile plain covered with high and lofty trees, under
the shadow of which is often a village or a fort.
Jaldldbdd itself stands nearly in the centre of the
plain. The plain itself extends from west to east about
twenty miles, and has a breadth at its broadest part of
ten or twelve miles. The cultivated portion is con-
siderably narrower, is much intersected by water cuts
from the river, and is extremely swampy. The river is
the Kébul river. Here it is a broad, rapid, and clear
stream, having a breadth during October of a hundred
yards. Its banksarelow and wide apart, but during the
dry season it is fordable in many places. Numerous
villages are scattered along its banks, but the fertility is
confined to a very narrow space; and the river, leaving
the plain, soon wanders among low stony hillocks.

The town of Jaldlibdd is in no way remarkable. It
probably remains much the same as it was when
occupied by the British force in 1841-2. According
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to the latest accounts, its fortifications have not been
restored. In 1841-2 it was described as being very
small, very dirty, and very poor, surrounded by a
mud wall, possessing from three to four hundred
houses, and a permanent population of about two
thousand. The walls, which formed an irregular
quadrilateral, were surrounded on all sides by gardens,
buildings, and ruins. It is believed that no improve-
ment has been effected in this respect of late years,
and it is spoken of as having been abandoned as a
military post.

From Jaldldbid to Peshdwar is a distance of ninety-
one miles. The first forty-two of these, as far as
Déka, may be generally described as a tract of hilly
country lying between two ranges of mountains,
which, running in their length east and west, enclose
between them a breadth of about twenty miles from
north to south. This intermediate country is in
no sense a valley, as it is divided into a series of small
plains by cross ranges of hills which pass between the
Saféd Koh* and the secondary ranges of the Hima-
liyas. These plains are generally barren and stony,
and have a considerable slope from north to south.
The river—always the Kdbul river—which runs along
their northern margin, has to make its way through
several narrow passages in the rocks, while the only
road in one of these isolated plains leads over the
gouthern skirts of the cross ranges of hills.

About forty-four miles from Jaldldbéd high hills

* Not to be confounded with the western Koh-i-Saféd, previously
referred to.
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shoot up between the Saféd Koh and the secondary
ranges of the Himaldyas, which completely block up,
for about thirty miles, the valley called the valley
of the Kédbul. The river has to force its way through
narrow gorges among the rocks, whilst the road
penetrates the high hills by a defile called the Lan-
dikhdna defile, just within the Khaibar pass. The
following description of this part of the route is taken
from the journal of an officer who traversed it in
1840, Lieut.-General Kaye :—

“14.—TLandikhéna, eight and a half miles.—We traversed for
some two miles a stony plain, and then entered the mouth of the
Khaibar pass. Just before emerging among the hills, the Saféd
Koh became again visible, but was soon shut out from view. The
defile into which we entered was by no means narrow (never less
than fifty yards in breadth),and the hills neither steep nor difficult,
but at nearly every point accessible by infantry. After about two
miles of defile, the passage widened considerably to about six hun-
dred yards, and here in the centre we passed an isolated eminence,
on the summit of which was a small fort or breastwork, constructed
of loose stones, and garrisoned by a company of Jezailchees. After
this the pass narrowed again. We ascended considerably, but the
road was by no means difficult, though everywhere stony. Stunted
trees and bushes throughout the defile. Encamped on uneven
ground close to the foot of the ghaut, leading over the summit of
the pass. Some cultivated land rising in terraces to the summit
of the hill to the south,and some rude fortifications, now dilapidated,
are to be seen on the same side of the defile. Looking back, the
summits of many mountains visible to the north-west, the most
distant partially covered with smow. This I imagine to be the
Ktner peak. We travelled towards south-east to-day.

« 15, ~—From Landikh4na, the road led up the side of the hill to
the left, passing round two shoulders. The ascent not steep, but
the road wound in and out, occasioned by various fissures, or water
channels, in the face of the mountain. After rounding the second
shoulder, we descended gently into the bed of the stream, which
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was previously too confined and rocky to allow of guns passing.
This was the case again occasionally, necessitating the road to pass
over parts of the hill ; the ascents on those occasions, though short,
and not very steep, difficult on account of awkward bends occurring
at the very foot. Most of the carriages had to be unlimbered on
this account, at three of the ascents. After about four miles we
reached the summit of the pass; the hills receded right and left,
and we entered on a broad extensive table-land, sloping gently to-
wards the east, well cultivated and sprinkled with forts, hills on all
sides, but not very lofty, also a few insulated eminences. The plain
sometimes stretched miles across, and here and there valleys branch-
ing off right or left. After about five miles the valley narrowed,
and the descent became more sensible; and as we approached Ali
Masjid, we entered into a narrow defile, enclosed by precipitous
rocks; this, however, only continued for about half a mile, when
we passed close under the fort of Ali M4sjid, and encamped about
a mile lower down the glen. Distance marched to-day, fourteen
miles.

“ The Khaibar hills, and the defile through which we passed, are
tolerably well wooded, but the trees are stunted, indeed, scarce
anything more than bushes. On the open land, at the most clevated
part of the pass, there are many forts,and much cultivation also in
the valleys branching off on either side ; but the forts are the worst
I have met with. They have only one tower each, and that very
weak. The fort of Ali Masj{d is better built and designed, but its
strength consists in its situation, it being on the summit of a lofty
hill, insulated and difficult of access, to the south-west of the road.
The masjid, or mosque, is in the valley below. Immediately after
passing Ali Masjid, the hills decrease in altitude and steepness.
Our direction of march tortuous to-day, but generally south-east.

«16.—Jamrid, seven miles.—From our last ground we ascended
the hillside on our left by a steep, tortuousroad ; there was another
road to the left, but we did not know of it, exceedingly easy, so we
pulled the guns up the ascent; after which we proceeded for some
distance over undulating ground, an elevated table-land, and passed
over one narrow defile by a well-built bridge. We then descended
into the bed of a stream by a good road cut in the side of the hill.
The remainder of the march lay through low hills, until we
debouched into the plain near Jamrtd. There is another road
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which continues in the defile, without ascending the hillsides ; but
it is very circuitous.
»* * * » *

“With the exception of the hills from which we have just
emerged, there is nothing to bound our view. There are ranges
both north and south, but very far distant, while the plain stretches
boundless to the east. Very few trees to diversify the scenery. We
came about S.8.E. to-day.

“ About four miles above Ali Masjid, in the pass, there is a
‘tope,’ said to be Grecian, on a hill by the roadside.

%17.—To camp near Peshéwar, sixteen miles.”

I turn now to the third province or division in
eastern Afghdnistdn, that of Ghazni. The town of
Ghazni lies seven thousand seven hundred and
twenty-six feet above the level of the sea at the top
of the valley of the Tarnak, close under the termina-
tion of a range of hills, which, running east and west,
shut up this valley, and separate it from the Kabul
valley. The town is ninety miles south-west by south
from Kébul, on the road to Kanddhdr, from which it
is distant about two hundred and twenty-five miles.
It is built upon an isolated ridge, on a natural mound,
partly rocky and partly composed of earth. On the
highest portion of the mound, which has a consider-
able elevation, stands the citadel, which is nearly in
the centre of town, though touching the wall on the
north side. The outer wall has a circuit of about a
mile and a quarter. The form of the town is a sort
of irregular square, the wall being built so as to suit
the outline of the mound on which it rests. The
foundation of this wall is little above the level of
the surrounding country, and as it winds round
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the hill it presents to the traveller a very formid-
able appearance. The mound which it encircles
resembles, m fact, a fortress of which the citadel
is the apex. The town itself, though mean and insig-
nificant, contains about three thousand five hundred
mud houses. These houses have flat roofs, with small
windows in the upper storey, and holes pierced for
matchlocks, and are capable of being defended. The
streets are narrow. Within the walls is stabling suffi-
cient for a brigade of cavalry. In the citadel are
houses and squares of a superior order suitable to the
rank and position of the sirdars by whom they are
ordinarily occupied. Formidable though Ghazni is in
appearance, it is not so in reality. The town is com-
manded by a low hill near its north-western angle, and
although the citadel soars above it, the vicinity of the
hill alluded to would almost be fatal to its retention for
any length of time. It is proof against escalade, and
with ordinary care it could be made strong enough to
defy a sudden assault, but it could not stand a pro-
tracted siege.

The valleys in the vicinity of Ghazni are fertile.
Fruits and vegetables are produced in great abundance.
The supply of milk and ghee is likewise plentiful.

Before descending in a south-westerly direction to
Kanddhdr, I propose to describe the road between
Ghazni and Kdbul. The distance between the two
places is, as already stated, ninety miles. After quit-
ting Ghazni, the road, three or four miles east of the
town, passes over a defile in the hills which separate
the Tarnak valley from that of Kébul. The summit
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of this pass is at least one thousand two hundred feet
above Ghazni. Thence is a descent of two or three
hundred feet into the Kébul valley. From this point
the valley has a general slope down to the city of
Kébul. It is, however, blocked up in several places
by hills with steep ascents and descents, through the
narrow gorges in which the Kdbul and Logar rivers
make their way to the more open country near Kdbul.
Besides- the slope towards Kdbul the country slopes
also from east to west, on which side of the valley the
river Kdbul runs. The upper part of the valley is
stony and barren, but fertile tracts are met with along
the banks of the rivers. A very beautiful and fertile
tract of land, called the valley of Maiddn, occupies the
Kébul valley twenty-six to thirty miles from the city.
It is very rich, lies low, and is surrounded on all sides
by high hills, and intersected by numerous streams.

The country between Ghazni and Kébul is blocked
up with snow during several months in the year. At
Ghazni itself the snow has been known to lie long
beyond the vernal equinox. The atmosphere in the
country between the two towns is most highly charged
with electricity.

The Logar, a fine, broad, rapid river, crosses the
K4bul valley about thirty miles from its head, coming
out through a narrow gorge in the hills, and after
crossing the valley, leaves it by another gorge. This
is the strongest part of the country between Ghazni
and Kébul, as the low land could be flooded by the
river, and rendered nearly impassable for any but light
troops, whilst the ground is high and very strong on

2
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the opposite side—that nearest Kdbul. This river
falls into the K4bul river, but not until the latter has
passed the town of Kdbul.
I here append a table showing the marches and the
elevations of the several halting-places between Kébul
and Ghazni, with a slight description of the route :—

Name of Place.

Height
above
the Sea.

Dis-
tance in
Miles.

General Description.

Kébul

Arghandi .

Maidén

Shékhabad

Haidar Khail

6508
7628

747

7478

7637

20

18

10

The road for six or seven miles
runs through a highly cultivated
valley abounding with orchards
and fruit trees and cultivation.

After leaving the Kébul valley
there is an asent over a rough,
stony road till within three miles
of Arghandi, when there is a
gradual descent to that place.

The road at first is hilly and
somewhat difficult, keeping along
the ridge of the Maid4n valley;
it somewhat improves as it nears
Maidén.

The road rough and stony.
After four miles the K4bul river
is crossed. The road for many
miles skirts the beautiful Maid4n
valley.

The road descends into the
valley of the river Logar. Here
the river runs strongly and ra-
pidly, offering an obstacle to an
invader from Ghaznf{. About
six miles from Shékhibid, the
valley becomes confined and nar-
row, with hills rising abruptly on
either side. Emerging from this
defile, the road runs along the
bank of a small river, which is
crossed about two miles from
Haidar Khbail.
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Height| Dis-

Name of Place. above |tance in General Description.
the Sea.| Miles.

Haft Asya .| 7754 | 10 A winding road through a
narrow valley, well cultivated,
and abounding with forts and
villages. The country about it
is dreary and desolate.

Shash Gao . | 8500 9 A stony road.

Ghaznf . .1 7726 ' 14 A steady ascent for three miles

tothe Shérdahén,or Lion’smouth,
a formidable pass at an elevation
of about nine thousand feet. At
the entrance of this pass is built
a substantial guard tower, con-
ducting to a level plateau of
considerable extent enclosed by
hills. The road crosses the cen-
tre, and by an abrupt descent
conducts across a second, though
less extensive plateau, which
stretches to Ghazni. During the
winter months this passis blocked
up with snow, and communica-
tion between Ghazni and Kabu
is impossible, except for foot
passengers.

I propose now to return to Ghazni, and to proceed
thence along the valley of the Tarnak to Kanddhdr.
The total distance is two hundred and twenty-five
miles, and for the greater part of its length the road
takes the traveller in a direction nearly from north-east
to south-west. From Ghazni to Kalit-i-Ghilzai (not to
be confounded with Kalédt), the distance is one hundred
and thirty-eight miles of gradual descent. Kaldt-i-
Ghilzai is a rather strong fortress on the right bank of
the Tarnak, five thousand seven hundred and seventy
feet above the sea level. The declension from Ghazni

9 *
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amounts thus to about two thousand feet. Kandédhdr lies
eighty-seven miles nearly due west of Kal4t-i-Ghilzai.

On leaving Ghazni, the Tarnak valley is generally
narrow, in some places not exceeding half a mile in
breadth. As it approaches Kandéhdr, however, it ex-
pands to a breadth of about thirty miles. The height
of some of the peaks which hem it in is about five
thousand feet. In parts of the valley there is a con-
siderable breadth of level country, but in general it is
shut in by a series of low, undulating hills rising from
the banks of the Tarnak. These hills increase in size
as they approach the barrier ranges. They are very
bare and uninteresting, having a scanty covering of
thyme and low bushes. The open portions of the
valley are, however, well cultivated. The higher dis-
tricts—those in the upper part of the valley—are espe-
cially so, being watered by canals brought at enormous
labour from the river. These districts abound, more-
over, in villages surrounded by fruit trees and corn-
fields. They are protected by small forts, good for
defence against predatory bands.

The following route from Ghazni to Kandéhdr,
giving the elevations of each halting-place, and such
description of each as I have been able to collect,
may not be unacceptable at the present time :—

Height| Dis-
above [tance in General Description.
the Sea.| Miles.

Name of Place.

7726
7502

Ghazni . .
Yarghti . .

— Described in precedilxllglpa,ges.
18 The road skirts the hilly tract
at the base of the G4l Koh
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Name of Place.

Height
above

the Sea..|

Dis-
tance in|
Miles.

General Description.

Karra Bagh
Jamrat

Obé .
Miaklar

Ghéjan

Chasma-i-Panjak
Chasma-i-Shadi.
Momin-Kila

7307
7420
7325
7091

7068

6810
6668

!

|

S

14

range. The road is good, but
the country barren and sandy.
Yargati is a barren and dreary
place, depending for water on
subterranean aqueducts.

I have been unable to ascertain
the exact distances from each
other of the three first places
mentioned. In the distance to
Muaklar of forty-two miles from
Yéargati there is a descent of
nearly five hundred feet, most
pronounced in the last stage.
The road still skirts the hilly
tract at the base of the G4l Koh
range. The land is still watered
by means of aqueducts. The
principal crops are corn and
madder, and there are fruit
trees, such as apples, pears,
apricots, almonds, and pome-
granates.

At Maklar itself the cultiva-
tion is more advanced. There
are springs in the neighbourhood
said to be the source of the river
Tarnak.

The road from Miuklar to
Ghéjan leads over a grassy tracl
with hills on either side. The
country round is an open plateau,
skirted by low hills. It is well
cultivated, and watered from the
aqueducts previously mentioned.

The road from Ghéjan to
Momin-Kila leads over a wilder-
ness of an undulating character,
traversed with ravines at from
four to five miles distance from
the right bank of the river Tar-

nak, along the course of which
are many villages and much
| cultivation.
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Name of Place.

Height
above
the Sea.

Dis-
tance in
Miles.

General Description.

Thzi . .
Sar-i-Asp .
Kalat-i-Ghilzi

Jaldak

6321
5973
5778

5396

&l 1

14

From Momin-Kila to T4z{, the
road runs on the right bank of
the river Tarnak, which, in this
part of its course, is a noisy and
muddy stream, about fifty or
sixty feet wide, with banks one-
third that height. At short in-
tervals along the course of the
stream, weirs have been thrown
across, and the waters above
them are led into the adjacent
fields by cuttings in the banks.

Between Tézi and Kalat-i-
Ghilzi the road leaves the river,
and leads the traveller across a
bleak and barren wilderness, the
surface of which is undulating,
and which is traversed by num-
berless ravines.

Throughout this journey of
about thirty miles, the traveller
is subjected, at sunrise and for
an hour or two after, to a bitterly
cold wind, coming according to
the season from the east or west,
and which carries with it particles
of sand and gravel, the effects of
which are often painful.

There is nothing toadd to the
slight reference already made to
Kal4t-i-Ghilzi.

The road lies over an undula-
ting plain of, for the most part,
waste land—a small strip only
on either side of the river Tar-
nak being occupied by fields
and cultivation.

Jaldak lies on a sandy soil,
dotted with patches of brush-
wood.

Midway between Kalat-i-Ghilzi
and Jaldak runs the boundary
between the Diéréni and Ghilzi



Name of Place.

Tirindaz .
Shahar-i-Safa

Khail.i-Akhan .

Méhmaud Kila

Kandéhar .

Height
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Dis-

above ltance in| General Description.

the Sea. Miles.

4829
4618

4418

. | 8945

3500

17
14

15

15

10

territories. The site is marked
by an insignificant masonry
bridge over a small rivulet which
here crosses the road on its way
to the Tarnak.

The villages on this march,
like those on the Ghazni side of
Kalat-i-Ghilzi, are widely se-
parated, and for the most part
far off the high road.

Before reaching Tirdnddz is
Jaloghi, where Major Lumsden’s
mission halted in 1857. The
character of the country unal-
tered.

A small hamlet of a few huts.

| Character of the country much
the same. At this place the river
Tarnak is almost exhausted, only
a small stream trickling through
the centre of its stony channel.
Fever would seem to prevail
here.

The road, soon after leaving
Khail-i-Akhan, diverges from the
river, and leads across an open
plain of great extent, sloping to-
wards the west. This is the
plain of Kandihir. The water
here is supplied from the sub-
terranean aqueducts, is brackish,
and so strongly impregnated with
nitre as to be unwholesome.

The road leads across the plain
already referred to. Kandahéar
needs a separate description.

The town of Kanddhdr, situated at the foot of the
Tarnak valley, is separated from the river of that name
by a short range of hills which divide the lower part
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of the valley, and run parallel with the river for about
twenty miles. These hills are named the Torkéni.
Kandéhdr is encompassed on three sides by high, bare,
sharp-pointed rocky mountains, rising abruptly from
the plain. The open side is that leading to it along
the valley of the Tarnak.

A considerable portion of the plain of Kandéhir is,
in ordinary seasons, fertile and well cultivated. It
can boast of rich meadows clothed with green turf, of
gardens and orchards filled with fruit trees, of fields of
corn, of barley, of lucerne, and of clover, watered by
numerous canals conveying through a break in the
hills the waters of the Arghand-éb, one of the tribu-
taries of the Helmand. These cultivated lands lie
chiefly on the south and west sides of the town. Three
or four miles from it to the east the traveller encoun-
ters a barren and cheerless plain, covered with stones
and scantily supplied with water.

It is not that there is a deficient supply of this
necessity of life. Although, in consequence of the
great demand upon them for the purposes of irriga-
tion, the rivers near Kandshdr dry up during the hot
weather, there is no want of water. In the meadow
land round the town it lies within two feet of the sur-
face, and even two miles to the east it is procurable
within sixteen feet.

The town of Kanddhédr is large and populous. Its
form is that of an oblong square, two thousand by six-
teen hundred yards.

Situated on the north side of the extensive plain
called after the town, about two miles from the lofty
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mountain called Bibd Wali, it is surrounded by a high
but thin and weak wall, with numerous bastions.
These walls are thirty feet high. The four principal
bazaars or streets, leading from a gateway which opens
nearly in the centre of each face, meet in the middle
of the town in a large circular building covered with
a dome about one hundred and twenty feet in diameter,
and called the Chédrsi. This place is surrounded with
shops, and it is regarded as the public market-place.
The streets which converge in it divide the town into
four nearly equal districts. The other streets in the
town are mere lanes, formed by the narrow space
between high houses—houses far more lofty than
those in the principal streets.

The climate of Kandéhdr is very dry, and in every
respect superior to that of Hinddstdén. In the hot
weather the wind, which is generally easterly in the
morning, comes gradually round to the west by 7 or
8 o’clock, and continues in that quarter during the
day. It falls about sunset, and during the night an
easterly breeze springs up. In the month of June the
hot wind very often continues through the night, but
this is rare, and for the most part the nights are cool
and the mornings very pleasant.

Grain and most of the necessaries of life are dear at
Kandéhér. Firewood too is very scarce.

It is difficult to fix the number of the inhabitants.
Mountstuart Elphinstone declined to make the attempt.
It seems to be acknowledged, however, that the popu-
lation is in excess of that of Herdt. If the Herdtis
may be estimated, as it has been, at forty-five thou-
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sand, the Kandéhérfs may .possibly number sixty
thousand. This, however, must be regarded merely
as an approximation.

Herit, the westernmost division of Afghdnistén
south of the Paropamisan range, is reached from
Kandghdr by way of Girishk, Farrah, and Sabzwdr.
The distance is about four hundred miles.

Girishk is a fort commanding the ordinary passage
and summer ford of the river Helmand, which covers
the fort to the east. This river, the normal width
of which is about a hundred yards, rises in flood with
the melting snow, and in May often attains a breadth of
one mile. The village, for town if is not, is small and
insignificant. The position of the fort is important,
but Captain Marsh, who visited it in 1873, found it
in a very dilapidated condition. The distance from
Kandéhdr is about seventy miles. Of these the first
sixteen miles lead over a country inundated by un-
bridged streams; the remainder over a stony country
in which water is scarce.

From Girishk to Farrah is a distance of nearly a
hundred and seventy miles. The road is tolerably
level, want of water being the chief drawback. Ferrier
describes Farrah as ‘“ a strong and important fortress.”
It stands in the Sistdn basin on the river Farrah,
which flows to the westward of it, and which, dry for
three parts of the year, attains in spring a-width of
one hundred and fifty yards. Farrah is enclosed by
an earthern rampart;: crowned with towers, and sur-
rounded by a wide and deep ditch, which can be
flooded, and with a .covered way. It has the form
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of a parallelogram, running north and south, and has
two gates.

As a military position it is important, but the climate
18 insalubrious. With a capacity for four thousand
five hundred houses, not more than sixty were habit-
able when Ferrier was there in 1845. Its dilapidation
has increased with each succeeding year. In 1873
Captain Marsh found but twenty huts in the town,
‘“and those all in ruins.”

Sabzwir, the next strategic point on the road to
Herit, is seventy-one miles north of Farrah. The inter-
mediate country is undulating, ¢ a vast jumble,” writes
Captain Marsh, ‘‘ of valleys and hills, with small plains,
inhabited only by a nomadic people.” It lies in a fork
formed of two branches of the river of the same name,
but more frequently called the Hérit, which, rising in
the mountains south-east of Herdt, empties itself even-
tually in the Sistdn lake. The position is excellent, but
the place itself is decayed and weak. Attached to the
fort is a village containing perhaps one hundred houses.

Due north, and at a distance of ninety-three miles
from Sabzwir, and severed from it by a country diffi-
cult only in the mountainous chain that has to be
traversed, lies Herdt, in a military sense the most
important city in the territories of the Amir. It
deserves, therefore, special notice. The following
description is condensed from Ferrier’s History of
Afghgnistédn, published in 1858 :—

“ The fortified town of Herdt is a quadrangle of
three and a half miles long on the north and south
sides, and rather more on the east and west. A thick
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rampart, constructed of earth brought from the in-
terior of the city, surrounds it, and forms its defence.
The height of this rampart is not everywhere equal,
but the average may be about ninety feet, and it is
supported on the inside by counterforts of masonry.
Earth also has been taken for a distance of one hun-
dred and eight yards beyond the ditch, and used in the
construction of this work, and being a pure clay it has
become exceedingly solid. The rampart has the
appearance of a long hill surrounding the city, and on
the crest of it a thick wall has been built about thirty-
two feet high, flanked with round towers, which, as
well as the curtains which connect them with each
other, are loopholed for musketry. It is only in the
enormous and massive towers at the angles that cannon
can be mounted.

“ Generally speaking, the ground from the edge of
the ditch towards the country, in a radius of two hun-
dred and fifty yards, is of a marshy nature. Water is
found at a depth of from eight to ten feet, especially
on the southern side of the city, for the general
inclination of the ground is from north to south.
Streams, which all run east and west, water the en-
virons and supply the ditch; and it flows out on the
south side opposite the large tower which forms the
angle of the place called Khirj Khékister, or Tower
of Cinders.

¢ About three hundred yards south of the town is a
canal with steep banks, supplied with water from the
Hari-rid, which is four miles distant from the city. On
this canal are a great number of mills. It is fordable
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only at a few points. Little bridges, each of a single
arch, have therefore been built at different points.

‘“ There are five gates to the city of Herdt.* To
the north of it near the Meshed gate are two citadels—
the New and the Old—nearly joining each other. The
first commands the second, in which is an enormous
round tower sometimes used as a viceregal palace.

“On the north side, likewise, parallel to the walls,
and about one thousand two hundred and fifty yards
from them, rises the long hill of Téldbingui forming a
ridge on that side. Beyond this hill, at a distance of
about one thousand yards, stands one of the most beau-
tiful mosques ever built in Asia. It is surmounted by
nine minarets, from the summit of which the interior
of the town can be seen. Herat is not commanded by
any of the hills in the environs; Téldbingui, which is
used as a cemetry, is the highest.”

So far Ferrier. Eldred Pottinger, who so mnobly
contributed to the defence of Herit when it was
besieged by the Persians in 1837-8, gives a more
vivid description of the capabilities of the place and
district in his manuscript journal.t He confirms for
it the title of ‘*Gate of India.”” Within the country
immediately about it all the great roads leading on
India converge. By this route alone, he declares,
could a well-equipped army make its way to the
Indian frontier from the regions of the North-West.

* So also writes Captain Marsh, but the author of Lost Among
the Afghans, who was present in Herit during its siege by the
Persians in 185657, states that the number of the gates is seven,
and that they are called after the direction to which they point,
Kand4ihir, Maimana, Kdbul, A'rak, Sistdn, Gazargar, and Meshed.

+ Kaye’s “ War in Afghénistdn.”
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All the materials necessary for the organization of
a great army, and for the formation of its depdts,
are to be found in its neighbourhood. The plains
are well watered and extraordinarily fertile. Its
mines supply lead, iron, and sulphur. Saltpetre
abounds. The willow and the poplar, which furnish
the best charcoal, flourish in every part of the
province; whilst, he adds, the population could
supply a number of hardy and docile soldiers to assist
an invader. The possession of Herdt is in fact
necessary to a successful invasion of India. Its
possession by the power which rules in India would
render any invasion of India dangerous to the invader;
a successful invasion impossible.

Captain Marsh confirms in the main this view.
After describing the city and the valley in which it
lies, he adds, ““as the land is fertile and the climate
good, a few years would turn all this desert into a
garden.” Vambéry, who visited Herdt in 1864, is a
witness on the same side. He, too, speaks of its
political importance, of the fertility of the soil sur-
rounding it, of its ruined condition, of the hatred of
its inhabitants for the Afghdns. Even Afghdns, he
tells us, who settle there become invariably anti-
Afghén in their sympathies.

Before dealing with the passes leading to India, I
must ask the reader to return with me to Kanddhdr and
examine the country south-east by south of that town,
that is the country between Kanddhdr and Quetta.

This route leads straight from Kanddhdr to the
angle made by the Déri as it bends to the westward,
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follows the course of that river to a point where the
road strikes off to Mél Mdnd4 : it runs thence along a
narrow valley to the Gatai hills, and, crossing a long
barren plain, traverses the Khojak Kétal pass down to
the valleys of Kuchak and Pishin; thence the road
to Quetta is easy. The distance is one hundred and

The following is the route in detail.

Description.

fifty miles.
Ele- Dis-
Name of Place .va.tieon., tar::e-
Kandahar ' - s
Mtnd Hissar .| — | 12
|
|
Mkt — 16
|
Mé& Mindd .| — ' 18
|
|
|
|
|
|
Gatai — 14

The country between Kanda-
har and Mtnd Hissar is tolerably
level, fertile, and well populated.
The bed of the Tarnak is crossed
en route.

The route is level, though
broken into ravines, and the
fertility decreases. The river
Arghesén, one of the tributaries
of the Helmand, is crossed about
midway.

The road crosses the Birghdna
Pass at an elevation of 4,100 feet,
and descends into the valley of
the Déri. Here all cultivation
ceases. The waters of the river,
though abundant, are slightly
saline. Its banks are unfertile;
there is no grass, and but little
cultivation. The population is
scanty. The road leaves the Déri
at Takht-i-P4l, and branches off
at right angles across an un-
dulating, though rather barren
country to Mél Manda.

From Mél Mand4 to Gatai is
a distance of fourteen miles
across a country not dissimilar.
The Gatai hills are a low range,
covered with stones, extremely
barren, and cut up by ravines.
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Ele- Dis-

Name of Place. vation. tance. Description.
Dand-i-Guldh . 4000 The road runs across a barren
plain; but here, sweet water,
often scarce at (atai, is to be
found.
Chéokah . 5600 19 From Dand-i-Guldh the road

gradually rises, especially after
passing Chéman, across an un-
dulating plain to the foot of the
hill, Chdokah. Here the tem-
perature is very pleasant, and
wild plants and fruits abound.

From this point to summit of the Khojak Kotal
pass is an ascent of one thousand eight hundred and
ten feet. The pass, high as it is, is commanded on
either side by the Khoja A'mrin mountains. I have
been assured by a very high authority, who gleaned it
on the spot, that the pass can always be turned, pro-
vided the waters of the Lora do not run dry. From
its summit the descent for the first two miles is very
steep, but as the more level country is approached
and the villages of the Dehsiiri glen are reached the
declension becomes much more moderate. At the
distance of some twenty miles from the summit lies
the village of Ardmbi.

From this place runs for fifteen miles a tolerably
level road across the Lora river to Haikalzai, a
prosperous village on a plain of red clay, in the Pishin
valley. From Haikalzai a very fair road leads across
an eagily traversable pass to Kachlak, a distance of
eighteen miles. Kachlak is the first village situated
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in Baldchistdn proper, in the direct road to Quetta. As
to the proper boundary of that country, difference of
opinion would seem to prevail ; but if the Tukdtd range
be within the border line of Balichistdn, the actual
boundary will be represented by a line drawn im-
mediately north of that hill south-westward by west
cutting the road between Haidarzai and Kachlak about
midway.* From Kachlak to Quetta the distance
must be about twelve miles.

Before describing the passes, I may advert for a
moment to three other places of some importance, and
to which reference will be made in the subsequent part
of this book, mainly to mark their situation in the
map. Thus, eighteen miles nearly due north of Kdbul,
in the Kéh Dimén, lies the town of Istdlif, beautifully
situated, and having, with the hamlets dependent upon
it, a population of eighteen thousand. Twenty miles
again north of Istdlif, at the north end of the Koh
Damén, is Chédrikdr, with five thousand inhabitants,
carrying on a brisk trade with Turkistdn. Last of all,
Bdmidn, to the north-west of Kébul beyond the Unai
pass, the summit of which attains a height of eleven
thousand four hundred feet, and under the soaring
snow-clad peaks of the Koh-i-Bib4, eighteen thousand
feet above the level of the sea.

The chief passes and routes leading from British
India into Afghdnistin are the Khaibar, the Kiirm,
the Gomal, the Sakhi Sarwar, and the Bolan. There
are others, smaller, to which it may be necessary to

* The country of Balochistin, by A. W. Hughes.
3
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‘refer, but I take these in their order, entering them
from British territory.

The road from Jaldlébad through the Khaibar pass
to Peshdwar has been described in a previous page.
The entrance of the pass from the Panjéb is at
Kadam, a small village, three miles westward of
Jamrid. Between this village and Peshdwar is a
plain, which takes its name after that place, and
makes a gradual ascent of about six hundred feet
from it to Jamridd.

The distance from Peshdwar to Jamrdd is about
sixteen miles. The latter is a small village, sur-
rounded by a mud wall, and having near it the ruins
of a fort built by the Sikhs in 1837. It is in no sense
profitable as a military position to an invader from
India, as it is dependent for its water on the Kdbul
river, and the supply of it could always be cut off by
the hill tribes. Three miles to the west of it is
Kadam, the real gate of the pass. The approach to
this is extremely formidable. Advancing to it from
Jamridd, the mountains on either side gradually close
in. After entering the gorge of Kadam, the width of
the valley greatly decreases. Little more than half a
mile from the entrance it does not exceed four hundred
and fifty feet, and it diminishes as further progress is
made. The cliffs on either side are in many places
steep and precipitous, in others practicable on one side
or the other. Approching A’li Masjid they are not
practicable. They rise to a height of about one
thousand three hundred feet above the plain.

The distance from Jamrid to A'li Masjid is about
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eight miles. The width of the pass contracts greatly
in parts, not exceeding forty feet in some places,
whilst in others it covers nearly three hundred. It is
narrowest in the defile leading to the fort of Al
Masjid. Here the hills are extremely wild and pre-
cipitous; and, as previously stated, are entirely im-
practicable. From their sides formidable rocks jut
out, commanding the entire glen below them. From
that glen the heights may well seem inaccessible. The
mosque from which the fortress of A'li Masjid derives
its name is in the valley below it. The main fort
stands on the summit of a lofty hill, isolated and diffi-
cult of access, to the south-west of the road. It is
connected by a weak wall with a smaller fort on the
same hill. The southern and western faces of both
are, however, commanded by two hills higher than
that upon which the fortress stands. KEven, then, if
A’li Masjid could not be turned, it offers no insuperahle
obstacle to a determined enemy. But, as I shall
show presently, the fortress can be turned.

Beyond A'li Masjid the nature of the defile remains
unaltered. For half a mile its width is but little
affected, but then it gradually increases, the hills main-
taining their varied character, generally inaccessible,
but occasionally easy. At the Latdbeg valley, nearly
mne miles from A'li Masjid, the average width in-
creases to a mile and a half. Half a mile further
on, however, it diminishes to ten feet or less, with
perpendicular hills on either side!

Half a mile beyond this, the Landikhind pass is
traversed. The width of the road at this point is

3 »
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one hundred and forty feet; the hills continuing very
steep, especially those on the left. From this point to
the opening of the pass at Dékd, the width ranges
from three hundred to two hundred feet, the hills being
steep on either side. The road lies through the bed
of the river, and except at the Landikhdnd pass the
gradient is generally easy.

Difficult as the Khaibar pass is, it can be turned.
For instance, by the Tdtara road, which enters the
hills about nine miles north of Jamrid, and keeping
north of the Khaibar range falls into the Jaldldbdd
road at Dékd. The Abkhdna road, the Karapa road,
the Shih Bédgddi road, also avoid A'li Masjid, and
are traversable.

To the west of the Khaibar is the route by the
Kirm river. Thal, the starting point for this route,
is a village in the Kéhdt district, sixty-six miles south-
west of the station of that name, which, again, is
thirty-seven miles south of Peshdwar. From Band it
lies forty-two miles due north. The distance between
Thal and K4bul and Thal and Ghazni are respectively
one hundred and sixty-eight and one hundred and
ninety-two miles. The road for the first fifty miles
to the Kiurm fort lies through a fertile though
unhealthy country. The fort is strong, but not de-
fensible against modern artillery. It is a place of
some importance, having been the seat of a provincial
government in the time of the Ghorian sovereigns;
and in a military sense it retains that importance still.
From the Kiirm fort to Haidar Khail, where the route
strikes into the Ghazni and Kdbul road, the distance



DESCRIPTIVE. 37

is one hundred and twenty miles: thence to Ghazni
twenty-two miles. The direct road to Kébul strikes
off at Kishi, eighty miles from the Kirm fort.

The district of Kirm is one of the most fertile in
Afghdnistdn.

The Gomal route is the next that deserves attention.
This route leads from Derd-Ishmdil-Khdn to Ghazni
and to Kanddhdr. From Der4-Ishmdil-Khdn to Tdnk
within our frontier the distance is forty-two miles. The
entrance to the Gomal pass is sixteen miles to the
westward of Ténk. The road through the pass follows
‘the river Gomal, which is believed not to be formid-
able, to Arsik, a village on that river. From Arsik
to Ghazni, by a road skirting the Mahsdd Vaziri
country, are sixteen marches; from Arsik to Kan-
ddhér, by a south-westerly route, eighteen marches.
On both routes provisions are abundant, but the tribes
might be hostile.

Of the other routes between the Gomal and the
Bolan the Sakhi Sarwar seems alone to demand
special notice. Sakhi Sarwar lies thirty-five miles
south-west from Derd-Ghazni-Khdn. From it to the
further end of the pass at Rékni the distance is
about sixty-seven miles. The pass is narrow and
difficult. * No camels, fully laden,” says MacGregor,
“ can travel by this route, and it is difficult even for
half-laden ones; no two horsemen can go abreast up
the ascent, but have to dismount and lead their beasts.

. No supplies are procurable from the mouth of
the pass until the village of Rdkni, in the Khetrdn
country, is reached.” I have been assured, however,
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that since this description was penned, a traversable
road has been made up the pass by the British autho-
rities at Derd Ghdzi Khdn. A road has also been
made up the Charchar pass to the Shdm plain, from
which table-land the country is open to the head of
the Sakhi Sarwar pass. A practicable road from
Rajdnpir and Mithankét to Tall Chatidli and Pishin is
thus available. Although it has never been traversed
by Europeans it is highly spoken of by natives.

It is worthy to be noted that the whole of the
western portion of this route passes through the lands
of the Kakar Pathdns. The eastern portion traverses
the lands of the Laghdri BilGchis and the Khetrdns—
an independent tribe, half Bilichi and half Afghdn.

I come now to the Bolan. To the entrance to this
pass, near Dadar, there are two routes—the one start-
ing from Rajinpir, and proceeding by Derd Bibrdk
and Sangiila; the other from Sakkar by Jacobdbéd.
Of the Bolan pass it need only be stated that it is
comparatively open and easy for all arms, and that by
the possession of Quetta we command it.

Much more might be written on the subject of the
minor passes, and of the passes generally. But it is
sufficient, I think, to lay before the reader a general
view of those routes only which are likely to be tra-
versed by a British army. By the possession of
Quetta, on the Afghin side of the Bolan, that army
possesses a base from which it can operate against
the most vulnerable and important portions of the
territories of the Amir, the provinces indicated by the
names of Kanddhdr and Herét.
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I turn now to the people of Afghénistdn, to the
tribes who occupy the country, and who command
the passes. The subject has been treated at great
length by Mountstuart Elphinstone, by Ferrier—who
quotes largely from Abdillah Khén, of Herdt,—by
Bellew, and by many others.

Following Abddllah Khdn and other Afghdn writers,
Ferrier is disposed to believe that the Afghdns repre-
gent the lost ten tribes, and to claim for them descent
from Saul, King of Israel. Amongst other writers con-
curring in this view may be mentioned the honoured
name of Sir Wililam Jones. On the other hand,
Professor Dorn, of Kharkov, who examined the sub-
ject at length, rejects this theory. Mountstuart
Elphinstone classes it in the same category as the
theory of the descent of the Romans from the Trojans.
The objections to Abdiullah Khén’s view have been
recently expressed, fittingly and forcibly, by Professor
Dowson, in a letter to the Times. ¢ If,”” writes that
gentleman, it were worthy of consideration, it is still
inconsistent with the notion that the Afghdns are de-
scendants of the lost ten tribes. Saul was of the
tribe of Benjamin, and that tribe was not one of the
lost ten. There remains the question of feature. This,
no doubt, has its weight, but cannot prevail against
the more important question of language.” Professor
Dowson then proceeds to show that the Afghin lan-
guage has no trace of Hebrew in it, and concludes by
pronouncing the supposition that in the course of time
the whole Afghén race could have changed their
language as ‘“ too incredible.”
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The clans forming the Afghdn nation proper are
very numerous. Including the Pathins—who, though
descended from the same stock, speaking the same
language, following the same religion, observing the
same customs, and inhabiting the same country, are
not recognized as pure Afghdns by the Afghdns—they
are said to number two million three hundred and
fifty-nine thousand. The Mahomedans who are not
Afghdns, to be presently referred to, number one
million two hundred and fifty thousand; and the non-
Mahomedans perhaps five hundred thousand. These
are distinct from the feudatory tribes north of the
Hindd Kidsh, who amount in number nearly to eight
hundred thousand.

The Afghén genealogies trace the four tribal divi-
gions of their nation to Sardban, Ghidrghisht, Bitni,
and Karleh, the four sons of Kyse Abd-d-rashid. But
Afghédn legends are not to be depended upon, and the
fact stands out that although the names still figure in
the genealogies, the divisions are no longer used.

The principal tribes are the Durédnis, the Ghilzais,
the Kiékars, the Wardaks, the Povindahs, and the
Berdiirdnis, all subdivided into many branches. Of
these tribes the Diirdnis and the Ghilzais are the
most powerful—the former from the possession by
their clan of the sovereignty; the latter from their
considerable numbers and their sturdy independence
of character.

The Diirdnis are supreme in south and south-western
Afghdnistdin. Elphinstone makes five divisions of
their territory. These are bounded on the north by
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the Paropamisan range, on the west by a sandy desert
separating them from Persia; on the south-west by
Sistdn ; on the south by Shordbak and the Khoja Am-
rdn range ; on the east, without possessing any natural
boundary, their territory joins the lands of the Ghilzais.
It thus comprises Ferrah and the places between it and
Kanddhdr, including, or partially including, Kandédhir
itself.

Little is known of the earlier history of this tribe.
Until the time of Ahmad Shih—of him who fought
and gained the third battle of P4nipat—they were
known as the Abddli, from Abddl, their reputed
founder. In consequence, it is said, of a dream,
Ahmad Shéh changed the name to Dirdni, taking
himself the title of Shéh Diri Dirén. They are
divided into two great branches, the Zirek and the
Panjpd, the names of the two grandsons of Abdal.
From these branches sprang nine clans, four from
Zirek and five from Panjp4.

Of these nine clans the Pédpalzye is the chief; and
it is from the eldest branch of the Pdpalzye—the
Sédozye, that proceeded the legitimate sovereigns who
ruled Afghdnistdin in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries. It is probable that from the very infancy
of the tribe this branch was supreme, for their title
to that supremacy was recognized by one of the first
of the Safavi kings of Persia. The privileges ac-
corded to them by the general consent of the clan
were enormous. Their persons were sacred; no
punishment could be inflicted upon them except by a
member of the family; nor could the head of the
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Abdéli clan himself pass sentence of death upon a
Sédozye. But time has lessened these privileges.

The clan next in importance to the Sidozyes, and
exceeding it in numbers, is the Bdrukzye. The most
distinguished branch of this clan is the Mahomedzye.
It was the representative of this branch, Dost Ma-
hammad Khan, who supplanted the Sadozyes, and it is
its representative, Shir Ali, who now rules in Afghdn-
istdn.

The purpose of this book does not allow me to
follow the remaining branches and collateral issues of
the Duranis. It will suffice to state that they are the
most civilized, the most tolerant, and the most popular
of all the Afghdn tribes ; and the rule of a member of
their clan is universally acquiesced in.

Next in importance to the Durénis, in some respects
even surpassing them in importance, are the Ghilzais.
Stubborn, revengeful, jealous of the Durédnis, yet
faithful to them when warring against a foreign
enemy, the Ghilzais have played, and must always
continue to play, a great rdle in the history of their
country. The lands they occupy include the cities of
Kébul and of Ghazni. They extend from the lofty
plateau north of Kandéhdr eastward to the Siulimdni
range, and they stretch down the Kdbul river to Jald-
lébdd. Roughly speaking, their country may be said
to form a parallelogram of which the length is about
a hundred and eighty and the breadth about eighty-
five miles. Several of the valleys tenanted by them
run up to the Hindd-Kiish and the Saféd-Koh.

The Ghilzais have a great past. In the beginning
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of the last century this tribe conquered Persia, seated
a king on the throne of Ispahdn, and routed the
_armies of the Ottoman Porte. The third king of the
race was expelled from Persia by Nadir Shdh. But
they did not resign all hope of ultimate victory. A
representative of the clan, Abdirahim Khén, struggled
subsequently for the throne. Fortune did not favour
him, and with his failure the pent-up feeling of
hatred for the Durdnis greatly subsided. The rivalry,
which formerly extended to the whole tribe, shows
itself now merely in outbreaks of personal feeling.
Not only is the sovereignty of the representative of
the rival clan admitted, but in all matters affecting
the independence of the country that representative
has had no more devoted followers than the ancient
rivals of his own tribe.

The Kdkars occupy a mountainous range about a

hundred miles square in the south-east of the country.
They are in appearance and behaviour perfect savages.
It is chiefly owing to the extreme wildness and law-
lessness of this tribe that the Tall Chatidli route to
India has been for so many years closed. They are
said to be broken up into small sections, not acknow-
ledging any one head, and scarcely recognizing the
Amir.
The Wardaks dwell in cultivated valleys bounded on
three sides by the Ghilzai country and on the west by
the Ghor mountains. They are, by comparison, a
quiet, obedient tribe, devoted to agriculture.

The Povindahs are a tribe of soldier merchants,
numbering about 12,000. Twice every year their
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caravans leave Ghazni for Hindustdn and return,
carrying merchandise, and fighting their way, if neces-
sary, through the passes. They carry their trade
likewise to the other great centres of central Asia,
such as Herdt, Kanddhdr, Kdbul, and Bokhdra. They
are one of the institutions of Afghdnistdn, their trade
having continued now, on the same basis as that on
which it now exists, for nearly four hundred years.

The Baraichis occupy Shordbak, a country about
sixty miles square between the Khéjah Amran range
and Pishin. They are a simple people, possessing
many camels, which they use to draw the plough.

Pishin is inhabited by the Tor Tarins. Their prin-
cipal occupation is agriculture, for which they use
bullocks, though camels are plentiful. The valley is
sixty miles long by thirty, and very fertile. Another
tribe of the Tarins, called the Spin Tarins, possess
the country extending from the vicinity of Pishin to the
Siuliméni range. This country includes the long valley
of Zafourd and the open plains Tall and Chitidli.
These people are considered brave and inoffensive.

The Hazdras and the Aimaks dwell in the lofty
regions of north-western Afghdnistdn, stretching as
far as the country above Herit. The Haziras are
Tartars by descent, simple-hearted, and differ much
from the Afghdn tribes. In physiognomy they more
resemble the Chinese. Although Mahomedans, they
belong to the Shidh persuasion, and give but a qualified
allegiance to the Amir. The Aimaks are a cognate
tribe, of Moghol origin. The women of both tribes
have great influence, and go unveiled.
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In addition to these races there dwell in Afgh4n-
istdn the Kuzilbdshis, a race of Persian descent,
generally resident in towns, and constituting as it
were the bulk of the more intellectual middle class.
They are better educated than the Afghdns. Their
intelligence is apparent from the fact that the Afghdn
artillery is principally recruited from their ranks.

In a somewhat lower stratum of society are the
Hindkis, or men of Hindd descent settled in Afghén-
istdn; and in one lower still, are the Jdts—probably a
Mahomedan branch of the great family of the Gete.
Whilst the Kuzilbdshis are mostly merchants, traders,
and physicians; and the Hindkis bankers; the Jéits
are farm-servants, sweepers, or musicians.

I turn now to the tribes inhabiting the north-eastern
part of the country, enclosed between Hindud-Kish,
the Indus, the Salt Range, and the Siulimdni. These
tribes are comprehended under the general name of
Berdidrdni, but they are more often spoken of by the
distinct names of the clans into which they are divided.

I shall deal with them according to the order from
east to west in which they occupy the country.

I must begin by reminding the reader that, using
general terms, our north-west frontier may be de-
scribed as an irregular line, following the forms of the
mountains which separate the intervening valley from
the river Indus. The tribes who occupy the western
slopes of those mountains are subject to the Amir of
Kébul. Those on the eastern slope, overlooking the
Indus valley, are practically independent.

The Kégdn valley, some twenty miles broad, occu-
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pies the space between Kdshmir and the independent
Kohisténi tribes, and forms the easternmost point of
our frontier. The tribes located here occupy the
Black Mountain, east of the Indus. They are princi-
pally the Hasanzai and Kohistdnis, with a sprinkling
of Chagirzais and Swiétis, emigrants from the neigh-
bouring hills and valleys. They can collect from two
thousand to three thousand fighting men ; but they
have shown on two occasions that as warriors they
are not formidable.

Below Kégtin, but west of the Indus, in the Yisafzai
country, directly opposite Hazdra, at a corner of the
Peshawar valley, is the Mahdban mountain. The dis-
trict in which this mountain rises borders on Tandwal,
the chief town of which is Amb, on the Indus, and its
ruler is tributary to the British Government. On the
eastern slopes of Mahédban are the Amazais, counting
one thousand two hundred fighting men; on the
northern slopes the Atmanzais, one thousand two
hundred strong; and on the southern slopes, over-
looking the Gusapzai plain, are the Jadins, able to
muster two thousand five hundred warriors.

Immediately north of the Mahdban range is the
valley of Chamla. Chamla is politically a part of
Bunér, to which it is joined by a spur of the Gird
mountain. It is accessible from the Yisafzai plain by
several passes, but of these the passes of Ambéla and
Malandéra are the easiest. The tribes inhabiting these
valleys belong to the great Yisafzai clan. They are
estimated to be able to turn out about six thousand
fighting men. )
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Settled amongst these tribes are the Hindisténi
fanatics known as the Sitdnd Wdhdbis. They occupy
the village of Sitdnd, and are bitterly hostile to the
British. It was to punish them that the Ambéla cam-
paign of 1863 was undertaken. They are said to be
able to muster one thousand two hundred fighting men.

North of Binér is the extensive valley of Swidt, in-
habited by branches of the Akozai Yusafzais. The
Swit valley has a length of some seventy miles, and a
breadth varying from a few hundred yards to ten
miles. The south-western portion of it is separated
from British territory by a range of hills extending
from the Biinér border to the Swdt river, where it
emerges from the hills into the Yusafzai plains. Of
the eleven passes by which it is connected with this
plain, three only, those of Mora, Shakot, and Mala-
khand, are considered easy. ¢ Swit,” says Dr. Bel-
lew,* in a little pamphlet from which I have often
quoted, ‘Swat is a very important country in con-
nection with the approach to India from the north-
west. Through it, by Bajdwar and the Hindiirdj pass
into Kunar, is the main route to Jaldldbdd and Kédbul.
Alexander the Great and the Emperor Babar both
entered India by this route, and it has also been used
by columns of most of the invading armies of the
Ghaznivides and Moghols.” The Swit valley numbers
a population of about one hundred thousand, and, in-
cluding the contiguous tribes of Bajdwar and Dir, can
turn out eighteen thousand fighting men.

* «Qur Panjib Frontier,” by a Panjab Official. Calcutta, 1868.
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Between the Kdbul and Swit rivers, to the north-
west of Peshdwar, is the country inhabited by the
Mohmands. “The low, bare hills lying between those
rivers,” says Bellew, “rise towards the north into the
lofty Kohimor mountain which forms the boundary
between the Mohmands and the Tarkildnis of Bajawar.
Towards Kdbul these hills open on the Jaldldbdd plain
and the Kinar valley, whilst towards Peshdwar they
abut on the Dodba plain (in the angle of the junction
between the Swéat and Kébul rivers), which is British
territory. Towards the south the Mohmands occupy
a strip of hills on the right bank of the Kébul river,
which, in its course through their country, is thus entirely
in their hands.” Through their territory runs like-
wise the Abkhdna and Karappa routes from Peshdwar
to Jaldldbdd, referred to in a previous page as routes
which turn or avoid the fortress of Ali Masjid. The
chief town of the Mohmands is Ldlpira, on the left bank
of the Kdbul river, and opposite the western entrance
to the Khaibar pass. They are a very powerful clan.
The six tribes into which they are divided are called
the Tarakzai, the Halinzai, the Baizai, the Khwazai,
the U'tménzai, and the D4wézai. Their fighting
strength has been calculated at from ten to sixteen
thousand men. Their alliance, however, can be pur-
chased. ¢ The Mohmands, like all Pathdns,’”’ writes
Macgregor, ¢are very fond of talking about Pathén
honour, but they are not the less amenable to golden
influences, and there is no doubt they would sell or
prostitute any thing, or kill anyone, for gold. As a
native official, who knows them well, says, ¢ You have
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only to put a rupee in your eye and you may look at
any Mohmand, man or woman.’” The Mohmands
are nominally subject to the Amir, but they pay him
no taxes, and are really independent.

The extensive hill region between the Kébul river,
round the spurs projecting from the eastern end of
the Saféd-Koh to the Kirm valley, as far as the
Pewdr pass, is occupied by the Afridis, the Arakzais,
and by Zwaimukhts, Afghdns, and Torfs. The Afridi
territory begins from the right bank of the Kdbul
river, and extends for fifty miles due south in contact
with British territory the whole distance. A tongue
of Afridi territory interposes between Peshiwar and
Koh4t, directly interrupting the communication be-
tween the two places. This tongue is traversed by the
Kohédt pass, some fifteen miles in length by four in
breadth. We pay the Afridis a subsidy to keep this
pass open for us, but the arrangement is a bad one.
The Afridis will not allow the road to be improved,
and though neither steep nor difficult, it is much
obstructed by huge rocks. The connection of the
Afridis with the English has caused much bloodshed,
and has necessitated many expeditions—the last being
that undertaken nearly a year ago against the Jawdki
Afridis, who hold the eastern tower on the crest of
the pass.* There is a good gun road from the crest
of the pass into Kohit.

The Afridis can send twenty thousand men into the
field. They are the best armed and most warlike of

* The centre tower is held by the Bangash tribe; the western

by the Sfpéhs.
4
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all the frontier tribes. They are quite independent of
the Amir.

Their neighbours, the Arakzais, are nearly as
numerous. They occupy the country south of the
Afridis, and spread on to the Kiirm valley, along the
eastern and southern offshoots from the Saféd Koh.
They can muster eighteen thousand armed men. They
are independent of the Amir, and trade directly with
the British.

The Zwaimukhts, the Afghdns, and the Toris, the
next neighbours of the Arakzais, occupy the Kiirm
valley as far as the Powar pass. They are subject
to the Amir. They can bring eight thousand men
into the field.

The Vaziris, who next demand attention, occupy
the country to the west of the trans-Indus frontier
from Thal in Miranzai to the Gomal pass. They hold
both sides of this pass, which is the great route by
which the trade of Afghdnistdn and central Asia passes
into India. They muster about twenty thousand
fighting men.

Below the Vazirfs are the Shirdnis and Ashtardnis.
The former occupy the Takht-i-Silimédn, or Kaisagarh,
and the hills which surround its base. They can turn
out about four thousand fighting men. Agriculturists
by pursuit, they are likewise plunderers by profession,
and are constantly warring on their neighbours. In
their country is Zdrkéni, from which the great cara-
vans start for Kandéhdr.

The Ashtérénis occupy the Silimdn range from a
little south of the Takht-i-Silimén to the Khiri pass
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on the Déra Ishmdil frontier. They are a small tribe
numbering about one thousand warriors. The Khiri
pass is the southern limit of the independent Pathdn
tribes. South of this point come the Baldchis, who
are partly independent, settled within the British
border.

Such are the frontier tribes. ‘In general terms,”
writes Dr. Bellew, whose long and varied service on
the frontier invests his opinion with the highest
authority, *“ in general terms they may be described as
utter barbarians (some perhaps less so than others),
steeped in the grossest ignorance. By birth they are
savages, by profession robbers. Beyond the care of
their flocks and fields, they follow no industrial pur-
suits. Under no authority at home, they are con-
stantly at feud with each other, and at hostility with
their neighbours. Murder and robbery are with them
mere pastimes ; revenge and plunder the occupation of
their lives. The circumstances under which they live
have endowed them with the most opposite qualities—
an odd mixture of virtues and vices.

“ Thus they are hardy, brave, and proud; at the
same time they are faithless, cunning, and treacherous.
Frugal in their own habits, they are hospitable to the
stranger and charitable to the beggar. The refugee
they will protect and defend with their lives, but the
innocent wayfarer they will plunder and slay for the
pleasure of the act. Patriotic in a high degree, and
full of pride in race, yet they will not scruple to
betray for gold their most sacred interests or their

nearest relations. Professedly they are Mahomme-
4 *
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dans, but their knowledge of the religion is very hazy,
and they never hesitate to set aside its tenets when
they happen to be opposed to their desires or interests.
They are nevertheless extremely bigoted, are entirely
controlled by their priests, and are at all times ready
for a jahdd (crusade), be the infidels black or white.

“ Secure in the recesses of their mountains, they
have from time immemorial defied the authority of all
governments (barbarous governments) that have pre-
ceded us on this frontier, and, gathering courage from
their success, have for centuries been the terror of the
peaceful cultivators on the plain, whose crops and
cattle, whose maidens and wives, they have looked
upon as fair game for plunder. Lastly, disunited by
mutual jealousies and clan feuds, they are incapable
by themselves of combining in a common enterprise
distant from their hills; but they have never failed,
on the passage of invading armies from the west, to
swarm down from their mountain retreats to swell the
ranks of the plunderers, in the hope of reaping a rich
harvest in the plains of India.”

Such is the character of the tribes. In the chapter
which will be devoted to the review of the action of
the Government of India on the frontier, I shall have
much to say of their conduct.
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CHAPTER IL

HISTORICAL.—THE GHAZNIVIDE PERIOD.

AccorpiNg to Hanway, the oldest European authority
who treats of the Afghdns, the Abdédli tribe, then
dwelling in the eastern part of Herdt, embraced
towards the end of the ninth century the Mahomedan
religion, and communicated it to the remainder of the
Afghin people.

At this period Khordsin and Transoxidna were
governed by princes of the house of Sdmdni. Their
capital was Bokhdra. The sway of this house would
seem to have extended over a great part of Central
Agsia, including the country now known as Afghdnistan.
It lasted a hundred and twenty years, and it was
during that period that we find the territories of which
I am about to treat first coming into prominence.

Abddlmelek, fifth prince of the house of Sidméni, had
raised to high honours and dignities a Tirki slave,
named Alptegin, and had finally conferred upon him
the government of Khordsin. Abddlmelek died in
the year 961. On his death the high officers of state
assembled to choose a successor from the members of
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the royal family. Every chief, with the exception of
Alptegin, voted for Mansir. Mansir consequently
ascended the throne. He at once showed his sense
of Alptegin’s adverse vote by depriving him of his
government.

Other persecutions followed this arbitrary act, and
Alptegin, finding his life threatened, rebelled. Fol-
lowed by some three thousand Turkis he escaped to
Ghazni, and proclaiming himself independent, bade
defiance to the Sdmdnis. The inhabitants of Herst,
of Sistdin, and of Balkh, remained faithful to the
Sémdnis ; but those of the eastern parts rallied round
Alptegin, and enabled him to bid defiance to his
liege lord. For fourteen years he maintained and
strengthened his position.

On the death of Alptegin, m A.D. 976, a Tirki
slave, named Sabaktagin, who, it is said, had married
his daughter, succeeded him.* It was in the reign of
this prince that the countries now known as Afghén-
istdn and India came first into contact. Whatever
may have been the provocation, the invasion came
from the side of India.

At that time Jaipdl was Réjé of the country now
known as the Panjdb, but then called Léhor. His rule
extended from Multdn to Kashmir, and from Sirhind
to the plain of Peshdwar. It would appear that the
establishment of an independent Mahomedan kingdom
at Ghazni had alarmed this Hindd ruler for the

* Ferishta states that Isaak, son of Alptegin, was his immediate
successor; but that he lived only two years, leaving the kingdom to
his brother-in-law, Sabaktegin.
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security of his dominions, and this alarm had been
increased by the continued and unchecked raids of his
neighbours. He determined, therefore, to anticipate
more active proceedings on their part by becoming
himself the invader. He crossed the Indus, then, with
his army, and moved over the plain which sepa-
rates Peshiwar from Jamrdd. There he was met by
Sabaktagin. Before, however, the two armies could
engage a furious tempest supervened. This storm so
disconcerted Jaipdl that he offered to treat for peace.
Sabaktagin was at first unwilling, but in the end he
agreed to permit his enemy to retire across the Indus,
on condition of yielding at once fifty elephants, and
paying, on his return to Léhor, a considerable sum for
the expenses of the war. Jaipdl complied with the
first condition, but evaded the second.

Indignant at this breach of faith, Sabaktagin, who
had returned to Ghazni, resolved to enforce the con-
dition. He therefore once again marched towards
Peshdwar. To meet the coming danger, Jaipdl in-
voked the aid of the Rdjds of Dehli, of Ajmir, of
Kélinjar, and of Kandoj. This aid was readily
afforded, and at the head of a large and well-appointed
force, Jaipdl marched to the Peshiwar plain, and took
up a position at Laghmén. Upon him here encamped
Sabaktagin issued from the Khaibar pass. The force
of the Ghazni chieftain consisted largely of cavalry.
Keeping the enemy’s wings in check with his marks-
men, Sabaktagin made repeated and continuous charges
with his horse on their centre. When he thought this
sufficiently shaken he ordered a general assault along
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the whole line. The effect was decisive. The Indian
army was beaten ; their camp fell into the hands of
the victor, and by him the country up to the banks of
the Indus was annexed. A trusted officer, at the head
of ten thousand horse, was appointed Governor of
Peshdwar.*

Thus secure on his eastern frontier, Sabaktagin set
to work to extend and settle his own dominions.
Kandéhdr was occupied and annexed. Shortly after-
wards he was summoned to Bokhdra by Néh, or Noah,
the representative of the Samdni kings, to quell a re-
bellion in that country. By the intervention of Sabak-
tagin the rebellion was quelled, and whilst he himself
was confirmed by the Sdméni in his own government,
that of Khordsén was confided to his son M#hmid.
Sabaktagin died when returning from this expedition.

‘ Sabaktagin,” writes Ferrier, quoting, as I under-
stand, from Abdidllah Khén, of Herdit, * may be con-
sidered as the first sovereign who reigned over
Afghdnistdn properly so called ; but the Afghdns, in
consequence of his Tartar origin, looked upon him
and his descendants as tyrants and usurpers, and
thought little of his good deeds and the benefits he
conferred upon them.” The truth of this judgment
i8 borne witness to by the revolt of the Ghilzais occur-
ring in the reign of his successor.

The natural successor of Sabaktagin was his eldest
son Mahmiid, then in his thirtieth year. But Mahmid
was absent from the capital at his government of

* Briggs’s “ Ferishta,” vol. i.
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Nishdpor (in Khordsin); and the younger brother,
Ishmdil, seized the reins of power. The possession of
the treasury enabled him to obtain from the leading
men of the government oaths of allegiance and
promises of support.

But Mahmid was a very capable prince: hardy,
active, a warrior from his cradle, accustomed to deal
with men, and conscious of his own innate power.
He offered at first no violent opposition to his
brother. He contented himself by pointing out to
him that the task of governing the wild tribes who
had obeyed his father would be too much for him,
but that he might manage Balkh and Khordsédn: that
if he would yield the remainder he might have those.
Ishmiil refused ; whereupon Mahmid marched upon
Ghazni. Ishmdil hastened from Balkh to cover his
capital. In the battle which followed Mahmid was
the victor. Ishmdil, who was taken prisoner, passed
the remainder of his days in confinement. His rela-
tionship to the conqueror shut him out from any
position but a prison or a throne, and he had refused
the latter. He was treated in other respects with
kindness and consideration.

The ruler of Ghazni was still nominally a vassal of
the king of Bokhdra. On the death of Sabaktagin,
the sovereign of that country, Abdl Mansir, encou-
raged by the contest raging between the two brothers,
nominated a creature of his own, Amir Tizan Bég, to
the governorship of Ghazni. Mahmid remonstrated.
In reply he was informed that he had already Balkh,
Hiirmiz, and Herdt, and that the favours of his suzerain
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must be divided ; that, on that account, he had deemed it
right to bestow Ghazni upon one who had always been
a good and faithful servant to his lord. This conduct
on the part of Abil Mansir was fraught with ruin to
the house of which he was the representative.* Whilst
Mahmid, failing again in a conciliatory policy, raised
an army to watch events, treason was busily at work
in the camp of his rash and inflated suzerain. The
“good and faithful servant,” Tidzan Bég, to whom
he had given the government of Ghazni, conspired
with the minister against him, put out his eyes, and
raised his brother, a minor, to the throne. The
conspirators hurried on to Mérv, where they were
attacked and defeated by Mahmid. This misfortune
was not solitary. I'ldk Khén, ruler of Kdshgdr,
seized the opportunity to march on Bokhdra, slay the
boy sovereign, and annex the whole of Transoxidna.
With the boy’s death the house of Sdméni ceased to
exist.

Mahmid was now independent ruler of Afghdnistén,
including the countries now known as Afghén Tur-
kistén and Baddkshdn. His first care was to settle
his own territories. He then turned his attention to
the country conquered by his father from Réjé Jaipél,
on the west bank of the Indus. Into these he intro-
duced order, strengthening the forts, and placing in
them garrisons under trusted soldiers. Returning
then to Ghazni, he cemented a firm alliance with the
king of Bokhéra by a marriage with his daughter. At

* The house of S4méni.
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the same time he paid attention to the organization of
courts of civil and criminal justice throughout his
territories.

No sooner had Mahmidd arranged these matters
to his satisfaction than his soaring spirit began to
pant for new fields of glory. Instinctively he
turned his thoughts to India. He had served with his
father in the campaign against Jaipdl. He had wit-
nessed the ease with which the vast hosts of the
enemy had been overthrown by his hardy troopers :
and he believed that those vast hosts, or others not
one whit their superior, were the sole defenders of the
fabled riches of India. Mahmdd was the ruler of
the country which was rich only in rocks and stones;
but India boasted of wealthy cities, of fertile plains,
of temples piled up with gold and precious stones.
Rich in these respects as India then was, the imagina-
tion painted her as richer still. What wonder, then,
that Mahmid, young, daring, and ambitious, living in an
age and in a country when the right of the strongest
was recognized as the highest law ; what wonder that
he, having settled the affairs of his house and of his
country, should resolve to invade that land of bright
promise !

He invaded it. In the month of August 1001,*
Mahmid set out with ten thousand chosen horse from

* Professor Dowson (¢ Elliot’s History of India,” Appendix, Note
D.) refers to a story, in which he says there is no improbability, that
Mahmtd made a successful expedition to the frontier towns of
India in the year preceding. But the accounts are very vague.
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Ghazni. But his father’s old antagonist, Jaipdl, had
already levied an army and had crossed the Indus.
The rivals met on the 27th of November in the plain
of Peshiwar. The forces were unequal. Jaipél is
said to have disposed of thirty thousand infantry,
twelve thousand horse, and three hundred elephants.
Mabmidd had only ten thousand horse. But whilst
the latter were proved warriors it is easy to con-
jecture that two-thirds of the Indian army were
soldiers merely for the occasion. The result was
fatal to Jaipdl. Not only was he defeated with great
slaughter, but he himself, with fifteen of his prin-
cipal chiefs, was taken prisoner. Released on the
promise of the payment of a yearly tribute, Jaipél
returned to Léhor and resigned his crown to his
son A'mand-pil. He then placed himself on a funeral
pile, and, lighting it with his own hands, perished in
the flames.

Mahmid pursued his advantage over the Indians,
took and plundered Waihind, an important town on
the Indus, some fifteen miles above A’tok, and often
the seat of the court of the King of Ldhor,* and
then returned to Ghazni. In November of the year
following, 1002, he made a successful expedition to
Sistdn.

A’nand-pél, meanwhile, continued to pay his tri-
bute; but one of his feudatories, the Réjd of Bhéra,
a town on the left bank of the Jailam under the

* Professor Dowson effectually disposes of the fable that
Mabmid crossed the Satlaj, and marched on Batinda. Waihind is
the modern Hind. Vide “ Elliot’s History,” Appendix, Note D.
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Salt Range, was not so compliant. The walls of
Bhéra were high; the ditches were deep. Behind
these the R4jd thought he could safely bid de-
fiance to the Tirki cavalry. But Mahmdd was not
the man to brook defiance. He set forth at the
head of his troops (1004), and marching by the
valley of Band, and following the course of the
Khiram, crossed the Indus near I'sdkhél and the old
town of Rorf, and, passing the Sind-Sdgar Dodb,
through Mitta Tiwdna, reached Bhéra by way of
Kushéb and Shahpir.*

The defiant Réjd, Bijai Singh by name, was a brave
and skilful soldier. He had taken care to fortify and
strengthen the outlying posts leading to Bhéra, and
he had garrisoned them with his bravest soldiers.
Mahmid was not accustomed to the warfare thus
imposed upon him. His soldiers suffered, and—for
the first time—they murmured. For three days the
detached forts barred their progress, and strewed the
ground with dead. The abandonment of the enter-
prise was discussed. But on the fourth day victory
crowned the assailants in an attack led by Mahmid in
person.

Still the town with its high walls and its deep ditch
remained. Mahmidd appeared before it, and, in spite
of every obstacle, succeeded in filling up the ditch.
Disheartened, Bijai Singh determined to retire from the
town with his main force, leaving only a small detach-
ment to defend it. But Mahmiid received notice of

* Professor Dowson, ut supra.
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his enemy’s designs. He intercepted the retreat. The
enemy’s soldiers, surprised, attempted to escape. The
R4j4, to avoid being taken prisoner, turned his sword
against his breast. The same night the town was
stormed, and, with its dependencies, was added to the
kingdom of Ghazni.

The following year, 1005, the ruler of Miltdn,
Abi-1 Fath D4dd, incurred the displeasure of Mahmid
by encouraging deviations from the true faith of the
Mahommedans. Mahmid at once marched to bring
him to reason, On hearing of this, Abid-l1 Fath Déxdd
implored the assistance of A'nand-pdl, Rdjd of Léhor.
A'nand-pil came to his assistance, but, meeting his
former conqueror on the fatal plain of Peshdwar, was
defeated and pursued with great slaughter as far as
Sddra, near Wazirdbdd. Mahmidd marched at once on
Miiltdn, brought its refractory ruler to terms, and then
accorded peace to A'nand-pél on condition of the latter
becoming a tributary of Ghazni.

Peace had scarcely been concluded when Mahmid
was called away to meet an invasion of Afghdn Tur-
kistdén by Ildk Khan, his father-in-law, King of K4sh-
gir and of Bokhdra. Leaving as his vicegerent on the
east of the Indus, one Séwakpél, or Sikhpdl, a Hindu
chief who, taken prisoner in some previous raid, had
embraced Mahomedanism, he hastened with the bulk
of his army to the north-west, and met his father-in-
law about twelve miles from Balkh. A desperate
battle ensued, accompanied in its course by varied
fortune. But again the star of Mahmid prevailed.
The enemy were totally defeated, and so humbled that
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the baffled Ilak Khén never appeared again in the
battle-field during the life of Mahmid.

But there was no rest for the conqueror. Hardly
had the pursuit of his enemy ended than intelligence
reached him that Séwakpil, the renegade whom he
had left as his vicegerent in the Panj4b, had renounced
his new creed and had revolted. Hurrying back by
forced marches, Mahmid surprised, defeated, and
made prisoner the rebel. The punishment awarded
him was a heavy fine and imprisonment for life.
Mahmiid then returned to Ghazni (1007).

Not, however, to remain there. It may have been
that the aid given by A'nand-pél to the refractory chief
of Muiltdn * raunkled in his mind. More probable is it,
I think, that having touched only the confines of the
treasure-land of India, his soul longed for a more
minute examination of that land of promise. This at
least is certain, that in the year 1008 the fear of anew
invasion from the north spread over India. A’nand-pél
at once resolved that this time the Ghazni ruler should
encounter no unworthy foe. He sent pressing mes-
sages to the Rdjpit princes of India, telling them that
their own fate was at issue; that the conquest of the
borderland of the Panjdb would be but a prelude to
their own destruction ; that to subdue their enemy he
must be met with overwhelming numbers near his own
frontier. He finally appealed to their strong love for
their religion to incite them to oppose that religion’s
greatest enemy.

# « Ferishta.”
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The appeal was not in vain. The Rdjds responded
with their armies—the soldiers animated by a deep
enthusiasm. Led on by A'nand-pdl they advanced
towards the Indus, and encamped on a plain on its
left bank. Mahmid crossed to meet them there, but
seeing their numbers, and noting their enthusiasm, he
covered his position with intrenchments, and en-
deavoured by all the means in his power to lure the
Hindds to an attack.

At last he succeeded. Six thousand archers sent to
the front, discharging their arrows and then retiring,
drew out the enemy. The battle then joined. But
whilst it was yet raging furiously, thirty thousand
Gakk’hars* penetrated on two sides into the Ghazni-
vide lines, and forcing their way into the midst of the
cavalry, cut down men and horse with their swords,
daggers, and spears, so that, in a few minutes, they
slaughtered three or four thousand of them. They
carried their success so far that Mahmid, noticing
their fury and the disorder they were spreading,
and unable to stop them, thought for a moment
of retreat. Never had he been so near defeat. But,
at this crisis, fortune befriended him. The elephant
upon which A'nand-pdl was riding became suddenly un-
controllable from the effects of the naphtha balls and
arrows discharged at him by the archers, and turning

* The Gakk’hars were a people inhabiting the hilly parts of the
Réwal Pind{ and Jailam districts, from Khinpir, on the borders of
the Hazérah district, along the lower range of hills skirting the
Tahsfls of Rdwal Pindi, Kahtta, and Géjar Khén, as far as
Domdli in the Jailam district.
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suddenly, dashed with his rider through the ranks
far from the battle-field. The Hindds, noticing the
sudden disappearance of their leader, regarded it as
a signal for flight. Abandoning then the victory
within their grasp they turned and fled. The Gak-
khars followed. Mahmid pursued them without delay
for two days, killed eight thousand of them, and
captured thirty elephants, and booty not to be
counted.*

Mahmid pushed on to Nagarkdt, the modern Két
Kéngra, a strongly fortified place, guarding a temple
greatly reputed for its wealth.

Nagarkdét might easily have been defended by a
small force in the days when gunpowder and cannon
were unknown. But the movements of Mahmid had
been so rapid that the enemy had had no time to
throw a garrison into it. Mahmid found it guarded
by priests ; and these peaceful recluses were only too
happy to come to an arrangement by which their lives
should be assured to them. On the third day after
Mahmid had appeared before it they surrendered the
temple—and its contents.

Those contents must have satisfied Mahmid—pos-
sibly they whetted his desire to explore further.
According to the Persian and Arabic historians the
plunder amounted to one thousand four hundred
pounds of gold and silver plate, four hundred pounds
of golden ingots, four thousand pounds of silver bul-
lion, forty pounds weight of pearls, corals, diamonds,

# « Perishta ' : vide also Professor Dowson, ut supra.
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and rubies, and specie to the value of three hundred
and thirteen thousand three hundred and thirty-three
pounds sterling.* With this booty Mahmid returned
towards Ghazni (1009).

The next exploit in the life of Mahmid is specially
worthy of notice, inasmuch as it brings him in contact
with the most numerous tribe of Afghdns of our own
day—the Ghilzais.

According to Hanway, the Ghilzais, learning that
the troops of Mahmid were returning to Ghaznf in
detachments, laden with plunder, laid wait for them
in the mountain passes and succeeded in cutting off
geveral of them. They had imagined that, winter
being at hand, operations against them would be de-
layed till the spring, by which time they would be in
safety in their haunts in the Ghor mountains, north-
east of Herdt. But they reckoned without—Mahmiid.
That prince, hearing of the insult, collected a small
body of troops, and pushing beyond Kanddhdr, pursued
the rebels without intermission. The seasou was
January, 1010. The severity of the weather denied to
the Ghilzais refuge in the mountains. They were
forced to descend into the plain. There Mahmid
attacked and slaughtered them. Indeed, he killed all
on whom he could lay his sword. A few families
only succeeded in escaping into the more habit-
able recesses of the mountains. For the moment,
for years to come, they were utterly crushed. The
survivors had lost everything but the power of retri-

* Brigg’s ¢ Ferishta.” The computation is made according to
the lowest scale.
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bution. That, at least, remained to them. And it
was, finally, one of their number who gave the death-
blow to the house of Mahmid and supplanted it on the
throne.*

Having crushed the Ghilzais, Mahmid hurried the
same year to Miltdn to crush in the bud the rebellion
of the chief he had reduced and restored in 1004—
Abii-1 Fath Lodi. The insurrection was easily quelled,
and Mahmid returned to Ghazni, bringing Abd-1 Fath
Lodi as a prisoner.

It was probably cupidity alone that induced the
next raid of Mahmid into India. The Hindd Réjés
were submissive, and paid regularly their tributes.
But the wealth of the temple of Nagarkét had but
whetted his appetite. The fame of the riches of
Thénésar had reached him. He was resolved to
clutch them.

Thénésar is in the province of Sirhind, on the road
between Karndl and Ambdla, about one hundred miles
north of Dehli. Mahmid made no secret of his inten-
tions. He sent messengers to A'nand-pél, requesting
him to arrange for the transit of his army through his
territories. The Hindd Prince, unprepared for resis-
tance, earnestly pleaded for the sacred temple. He
offered, if Mahmid would but spare it, to guarantee to
the invader the annual revenues of the town, to give him
fifty elephants, and to pay the equivalent of a large
sum in jewels. But Mahmid was deaf alike to pro-

* This subject is again referred to at the beginning of the third
chapter.

5 *
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mises and to entreaties. He continued his march,
sacked the town, plundered the temple, and returned
to Ghazni, says Ferishta, ““ with two hundred thousand
captives and much wealth ; so that the capital appeared
like an Indian city, no soldier of the camp being
withont wealth or without many slaves.”

Mahmid was well aware that during his march on
Thénésar, A'nand-pél and the Réjpit princes of India
were placing their armies on a war footing, with a view
to a new confederacy against him. Before, then, he had
decided to return from that place to Ghazni, he fell
inclined to seize upon Dehli. But his officers repre-
sented to him that, with his position in Miltdn still
insecure, and with A'nand-pél on his communications,
it would be the height of imprudence to draw upon
himself the hostility of all the Rdjds of Hinddstdn.
Mahmid accepted the advice, and returned to Ghazni,
there to settle his domestic affairs, and to prepare for
new conquests.

In the years 1013 and 1015, Mdhmdd made two
expeditions into Kdshmir. The first was opposed by
Jaipdl II., son of A'nand-pal, who had lately died, but
unsuccessfully. Kédshmir was conquered, and many of
its inhabitants were forcibly converted to Mahome-
danism.* The second expedition ended unfavourably
for the invader. It was undertaken to reduce some
forts in the Kdshmir territory, unsubdued in the pre-
vious expedition. Prominent amongst these was the

* Professor Dowson places this first expedition before the ex-
pedition to Thénésar, but it is uncertain.



THE GHAZNIVIDE PERIOD. 69

fort of Loh-két, remarkable for its strength and the
inaccessible nature of the ascent to it. All the efforts
of Mahmid to reduce this place were unavailing.
The summer came and passed; the autumn followed,
and still Loh-ké6t held out ; at last winter supervened,
and Mahmid, with the snows upon him, was forced,
for the first time in his life, to abandon an unfinished
enterprize. His retreat was disastrous. Misled by
guides, his troops became entangled in extensive
morasses ; numbers of them perished.

Not dispirited by this disaster, Mahmdd turned
his arms the following year, 1016, in a new direction.

His father-in-law, Ildk Khén, King of Kédshgdr and
Bokhéra, had died in 1015. The countries ruled by
him became at once a prey to civil war. The aid of
Mahmid was invoked by one of the contending parties.
He crossed, then, the border, occupied Sdémdrkhdnd and
Bokhédra, and conquered the country of Khwarizm.*
He remained there some time to regulate the govern-
ment of the conquered country. This he bestowed
upon Altim Tésh, giving him the title of King of
Khwiérizm. He then returned to Ghazni.

The year following, 1017, he undertook his ninth+
invasion of India, on a scale far exceeding that of any
preceding it. He had levied numbers of men in Tirki-
stan, in Khordsédn, and in Khwdrizm, and at the head
of these he set out from Ghazni. His aim was Kandoj,

* The country north of Persia, between the eastern shores of
the Caspian and the sea of Aral, now known generally as Khiva.
+ According to some, the twelfth.
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distant three months’ march, but then reputed to be
the wealthiest and most beautiful city in India.

Kandoj was situated on the Ganges,* in the district
now known as Farrakhdbdd. To reach it, then, it was
necessary for Mahmid to penetrate into the very heart
of India, exposing his communications and his flanks.
But he acted with consummate prudence. Disposing
of an army, stated by Ferishta to have numbered one
hundred thousand chosen horse and twenty thousand
foot, Mahmiid marched along the southern slopes of
the Himaldyas. Then crossing the Jamnd, he marched
upon and captured Baran, the modern Balandshahr.
Moving then in the direction of Mathurd, he captured
the fort of Mahdban, on the Jamnd, and only eight
miles distant from Mathurd. On that place, the
Bethlehem of the Hindis, he next marched. No re-
sistance was made to him. But the town was not the
less given up to plunder, and the temples were fired.
The booty was enormous, alike in gold, in silver, and
in precious stones.

Re-crossing the Jamnd, Mahmid now marched on
Kandoj. According to Ferishta, the Rédjda of this
gplendid city, terrified by the arrival of the Mahome-
dans, and having no means to oppose them, submitted
with himself and family to Mahmid, and obtained the
friendship of that monarch. In the Tdrikh-i- Yamini,t
on the other hand, it is stated that he took Kandoj
and its seven detached forts. He stayed there three

* This river flows now two miles east of the ruins of Kanéoj.
+ Professor Dowson.
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days, and marched then to Manj, a town identified by
Professor Dowson as the old town of Manjhdwan, or
Majhdwan, the ruins of which are still visible on the
Pandy river, ten miles south of Kénhpir. Here the
Brahman garrison bravely resisted him for twenty-five
days, and not one of them survived the capture of the
place.

From Majhdwan, moving down the Ganges to Asni,
he took the fort of Chandar Rao, a Hindd chief. Thence,
turning from a point near Fathpir into the Bandal-
khand hills, he captured one or two other places, and
then marched towards Ghazni, ¢ loaded with spoil and
encumbered with captives.”

He reached Ghazni in safety. The booty he is said
to have brought into the treasury amounted to close
upon four hundred and twenty thousand pounds in
specie, besides jewels, pearls, and precious stones. It
was not thrown away. Mahmid had some magnificent
ideas, and he devoted a great portion of this plunder
to carry them into execution, in a manner that should
tend to educate his nobles. He built in Ghazni a
magnificent mosque of marble and granite. In close
vicinity to it he erected a university, and, after sup-
plying it with books in various languages, and a fine
museum, he endowed it for the benefit of the rising
youth of the country. His nobles were not slow to
follow his example. Palaces, mosques, fountains,
aqueducts, and cisterns, sprung up in every quarter of
the city. Mahmidd had found Ghazni stone. With
the aid of the Indian gold he made it marble.

The next year and the year following Mahmid did



72 AFGHANISTAN.

not quit his capital, but in 1021 information reached
him from India that the Rdjé of Kandoj had been de-
nounced by his brother Réjis of Hindd blood as a
friend and ally of the great enemy of the Hindd faith,
and had been attacked in consequence. Mahmid at
once set out with an army to his assistance. Before
he could arrive, however, the Réjd of Kiélinjar in
Bandalkhand had attacked, defeated, and killed the
Ré4jé of Kandoj. Mahmid resolved then to revenge
his fate on the Réjd of Kélinjar.

The route which he took on this occasion is not
known. The Ghaznivide prince is brought direct to
the banks of the Jamnd, the passage of which was
opposed by Jaipdl II., son of A'nand-pdl. To cross the
river in the face of an opposing army was difficult;
but, according to the Mahomedan writers, the daring
of a few men averted the danger. The tale is
difficult to believe, but there are no Hindd his-
torians to controvert it. Eight of the royal guard
of Mahmid’s army, says Ferishta—and his account is
confirmed by Nizdm-did-Din*—swam across the river,
and, entering the enemy’s camp one morning by sur-
prise, struck such a panic into his troops, that the
Hindds saved themselves by flight. At all events,
Mahmiid crossed the Jamni.

He then marched against the Réjd of Kilinjar, and
came in sight of his army, numerous, well appointed,
and strongly posted. So formidable did it appear
from the eminence whence Mahmid viewed it, that

* Elliot’s “ History of India,” Appendix D.
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he quite despaired of beating it. It is probable that
on this occasion his fame as a warrior stood him
in good stead. Our modern life is full of examples of
the effect produced by a reputation not so well
founded as was that of Mahmdd. But, however this
may have been, this at least is certain, that the enemy
fled during the night, leaving their camp with all its
booty and five hundred and eighty elephants a prey to
the Ghaznivide. Mahmdd returned at once to his
capital.

After his return to Ghazni, Mahmid made an ex-
pedition to the countries of Swit, Bajdor, and part of
Kéfiristdén, to bring to the true faith the Buddhist
inhabitants of those regions. Sending one of his
generals against Nur, he first overawed the wild tribes
on the banks of the Kébul river, and then marching
into Kdshmir, made for the second time a demonstra-
tion against the fort of Loh-két. But, finding this
impregnable, he marched on Ldhor, sacked it, and
finally annexed the country of which it was the capital,
having there a Mahomedan governor and Mahomedan
officers. His general, meanwhile, had taken Nir, and,
building a fort there, had carried away captive those
of the inhabitants who refused to accept the faith of
the Prophet.

Mahmid could not remain at rest. In 1023, he
again marched from Ghazni to Léhor, and thence into
Bandalkhand, his object being to defeat the R4ji of
Kilinjar. Passing on his way the fortress of Gwdlidr,
he sat down before it. But the chief holding it having
propitiated him by timely presents, Mahmiid broke up
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and pursued his way to Kélinjar. But the Rédjé of
that place, in eonsequence, probably, of the success of
the policy adopted by the chief of Gwélidr, humbled
himself by submission and costly presents. Mahmud,
pleased and flattered, confirmed him in his govern-
ment, and even added other forts to his domains.

The next expedition undertaken by Mahmidd was at
once the most famous and the most unfortunate of
his life. Nearly eight hundred years later, the recol-
lection of it, acting on the imagination of a Governor-
General of India, induced him to recall the event, in a
“ song of triumph,” to the minds of the princes whose
temples Mahmid had then despoiled. I mean the
expedition to Somndth.*

Somnith was a temple in the Kdthwér peninsula,
famous for its wealth, its sanctity, and the enthusiasm
of its countless devotees. In the eyes of a man so
covetous of wealth, and so devoutly pious as was
Mshmid, these were faults it was necessary to correct.
In the month of September 1024, then, he set out
from Ghazni with an army of thirty thousand horse,
besides volunteers, marching on Multdn. Thence to
the western peninsula his route lay across the desert
country lying between the Satlaj and Réjpiténd. He
took with him then innumerable camels and vast
stores of supplies. At last he reached Ajmir. He
sacked the town—its R4jé having abandoned it—
and laid waste the country; but left the fort un-

* In the interval between the expedition to Kalinjar, and this
now to be recorded, Mahmdd proceeded to Balkh to punish the
governor of the province for his oppression.
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molested, fearing that a siege would delay too long his
onward progress. He pushed on therefore, taking
many forts on his way, marching through desert dis-
tricts barren of water, till at last on one Thursday
morning he found himself in front of the famous
temple. ¢ Here he saw,” says Ferishta, ¢ a fortification
on a narrow peninsula, washed on three sides by the
sea, on the battlements of which appeared a vast host
of people in arms, who, making a signal for a herald
to approach, proclaimed to him that their great idol,
Somndth, had drawn the Mahomedans thither to blast
them in & moment, and to avenge the destruction of
the gods of India.” Mahmdd smiled at the predic-
tion, cleared the battlements the following morning
with his archers, and then led his men to the assault.
The Tvrki soldiers mounted the walls by escalade, but
the Hindds, exhorted by their priests and animated by
religious exultation, pushed the assailants down.
When the day closed, the latter had made no footing.

They returned the next morning to the assault ; but
again with the same result. Indeed, the defenders,
encouraged by their success of the previous day,
fought with greater fury than before. No lodgment
was effected.

The third day * the assault succeeded. Some state
that the Réjd of Nehrwild, the capital of Gjrdt, came
with an army to relieve the place. It is more probable
that some of the Hindd garrison, elated with their
success in repelling the assailants, had the temerity to

* According to Ferishta. Ibn Asir,in his “Kémilu-i-Téwérikh,”
states that the assailants succeeded on the second day.
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attack them in the open. Defeated there, the de-
fenders on the walls became panic-stricken, and
the place was carried. Step by step the garrison
was forced back to the gate of the temple. Then
followed a terrible slaughter. ¢ Band after band
of the defenders,” says Ibn-Asir, *“entered the temple
to Somndth, and with their hands clasped round their
necks, wept, and passionately entreated him. Then
again they issued forth to fight, till they were slain,
and but few were left alive. These took to the sea in
boats to make their escape, but the Misulméns over-
took them, and some were killed and some were
drowned.”

The treasures found in the temple were priceless.
* The King of Ghazni,” says Ferishta, ¢ found in it a
greater quantity of jewels or gold than it is thought
any royal treasury ever contained before.”

Mahmid stayed a year in Gdjrdt, delighted with
its climate. Then, leaving a Hindd prince there as
tributary governor, he set out on his return. He
found, however, the route by Ajmir barred against
him by the Hindd Réjd of that country. His army
had suffered too much to permit him to count upon a
decisive victory against a numerous enemy ; and vic-
tory, unless decisive, would be useless. He therefore
determined to try a new route by the sands to the
east of Sind. But want of forage, want of water,
terrific heat, and the perfidy or incompetence of the
guides, combined to make this march fatal to great
numbers of his army. Their sufferings from thirst
and from the sun were terrible. Before Miiltdn was
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reached, Somnith had indeed been avenged. From
Miltdin to Ghizni the journey was easy. Méhmid
arrived there in the earlier part of the year 1026.

After a short rest at Ghazni, Mdhmdd once again
set forth to punish the Jéts, who had been prominent
in molesting his army on its return from Samngth.
These Jits are supposed to have been a horde of
Tartars of the same stock as the Getw, and who
occupied the country now known as Bahdwalpir. On
the approach of the king, the Jits took refuge in the
islands enclosed by the smaller channels of the Indus,
and where they believed they would be able to
elude attack. But Mahmid had had the foresight to
provide himself with boats. Embarking a portion of
his army in these, he was able to force the position of
the enemy, of whom having made a sufficient example,
he returned to Ghazni.

He made no more incursions into India. After
having been all his life the invader, he was himself to
be invaded. Founder of the Ghaznivide monarchy,
he was destined not to descend to the tomb without
meeting in the field the clan that was ever after to
harass and to weaken his own.

This enemy was the Séljik Turks. It seems pro-
bable that this horde, separating itself from its Tartar
overlord, had emigrated, under their Séljik chief, to
J4ind on the left bank of the Jaxartes. The sons of
this leader had accepted the overlordship of Mahmid,
and some of the members of the family had even held
high office in his army. Indeed, one of them, Amir
bin Kédr Séljiiki, had so far gained his confidence that
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he had left him in 1021in command of a garrison in
India. Mahmid had, in fact, fostered the military
and aggressive instincts of the horde.

But now those instincts turned against himself.
The Séljik crossed the Oxus, invaded his northern
provinces, defeated his generals, and plundered his
districts. He was compelled to move against them.
He came up with them, defeated them, and wrung
from them a promise of obedience. During the
remainder of his reign they did not molest him.

The next conquest of Mahmdd was his last, and
certainly not the least in importance. Persia, origi-
nally forming a portion of the territories ruled over
by the Simdnis, had been severed from the remainder
and formed into an independent kingdom by the
family of Boy4, also called the Dailamites, in the year
932. At the time of Mahmid’s accession, Persia had
just fallen under the sway of a woman—the widow of
the deceased and the guardian of the minor monarch.
During the administration of the widow, Mahmid,
touched, it is said, by an appeal she had made to his
more generous instincts, respected her dominions.
But the rule of her son gave him an opportunity he
could not resist. That rule was a long succession of
maladministration, brought at last to such a pitch that
the interposition of Mahmid was sought for. He at
once set out (1027), enticed the ruler into his power,
and annexed the county to his already overgrown
empire.

Nearly two years later, 20th April 1030, Mahmidd
died, leaving a name which still lives in the veneration
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of the Mahomedans of Asia. As a mere conqueror,
he deserved all the fame which he acquired, for he
never was beaten. As an encourager of learning, he
deserves to be mentioned with respect, for not only
did he employ the treasures brought him by his wars
to foster among his nobles a love of art; to found a
university ; to endow seminaries; to provide scholar-
ships; and to set apart a sum to furnish pensions to
learned men ; but he invited all those who were distin-
guished for their acquirements to his capital, and
did his utmost to form a national literature. As the
founder of a dynasty, he was a failure. He failed
from the same cause that brought about the failure of
his great modern prototype—he failed because he
extended the area of his conquests before the ground
on which he rested, and which he might have retained,
had had time to settle and harden. Even under
his immediate successor it began to melt away.
Mahmid left two sons, twins, Mahammad and
Masdud, the former of a gentle and docile nature, the
latter high-spirited, daring, and fond of power. In
obedience to the expressed wishes of Mahmid, Maham-
mad succeeded to the throne and dignity of his father.
His reign did not last long. About fifty days after
his accession his household troops, corrupted by
Magddd, started off to join that prince, who was
hastening from his government of Persia towards
Khordsén. Mahammad sent in pursuit of these house-
hold troops a body of Hindd cavalry in his service;
but the Hindds, after a desperate contest, in which
they inflicted considerable loss upon the rebels, were
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repulsed, and their leader was killed. On being re-
inforced by the household troops, Masdid despatched
to his brother a proposal, which but thinly veiled his
claim to supreme power. Mahammad unhesitatingly
rejected it, and prepared for war.

But Mahammad was not a general. He forgot that
to suppress a rebellion a king must act promptly. He
lost the confidence of his army by his delays, and
when, on a solemn occasion, the crown fell accidentally
from his head, the omen decided his generals to bring
to an issue projects which had been slowly maturing.
On the night of the 26th October 1030, the conspira-
tors, composed of his leading nobles, surrounded the
king’s tents, possessed themselves of his person, sent
him as a prisoner to the fortress of W4li, and then
marched to join Prince Masdid at Herdt. Masdud
was then proclaimed king. One of his first acts was to
cause his twin brother to be deprived of his eyesight.

Masdud, though not the equal of his father, pos-
sessed many of the qualities which had made him the
founder of an empire. But it was his fortune to
have to encounter trials and difficulties more severe
than any which had been imposed upon Mahmid.
Mahmid had made the empire. Masdud had to defend
it against vast hordes of fierce and barbarous warriors.

These warriors were the Séljiki Turks.

We have seen how the attempt made by this horde
of warriors had been foiled by Mahmid. The death
of that prince, and the civil war which followed it,
offered to their leader an opportunity which he did not
forego. Masdid had scarcely settled matters within
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his own dominions, and had arrived at Herdt from
Ghazni, when he was beset by complaints of the
ravages inflicted on the inhabitants of his northern
frontier by the Séljiks. It happened that just about
this time a conflict between claimants to the provinces
of Mekrédn and Kachhi had been decided by the inter-
vention of Masddd, but he deemed his presence
necessary at Herdt to regulate the final settlement.
He did not, therefore, go in person against the
Séljiks, but sent his general, Abddl Rdis, to chas-
tise them. But Abddl Rdis not only failed in his
object : he could not prevent the invaders from possess-
ing themselves of the important towns of Sdmdrkhdnd
and Bokhdrs.

Still engaged in the designs regarding Mekrédn and
Kachhi, Masddd refrained from attacking the Séljiks
in person, but ordered thither from Khwdrizm his best
general, Altim Tdsh, reinforcing his already numerous
army with fifteen thousand cavalry from Ghazni. Altim
Tésh crossed the river Oxus, recovered Bokhdrd, and
marched on Sdmdrkhind. Alitagin Séljik, the leader
of the Séljiks, withdrew his army from the city on
the approach of the enemy, and took up a position he
had before carefully reconnoitred. The position was
extremely strong. His centre occupied a village ;
his right was covered by a river and a thick wood ;
his left by a lofty mountain. But this was not all.
Behind a hill on his left front, and far enough from
the battle-field to prevent it from becoming an object
of suspicion to the enemy, he had placed in ambush

a large body of cavalry.
6
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The battle about to ensue was to be remarkable for
the valour and the devotion of the Ghaznivide general,
and the fierce resolution of his soldiers. Caring little
for the strength of the Séljik position, he boldly
attacked it in front. He had already made a great
impression upon it, when he was suddenly assailed in
the rear by the cavalry placed in ambush. But he
did not falter. Still pressing his attack in front he
faced the intruders with another division of his army.
The contest was desperate; he received a mortal
wound ; but he put the Séljiks to flight and forced
the position. His own wound Altim Tash had con-
cealed, as best he could, from his men whilst the con-
test was raging. But after the victory had been
gained, he assembled his officers, and telling them he
had not long to live, counselled peace with the Séljiks.
The offer was made and agreed to. Peace was made,
but by one of its conditions Sdmdrkhdnd was severed
from the Ghaznivide empire.

The following year, 1033, Masdtid made an expedi-
tion into Kdshmir, with the intention of penetrating
into Hindidstdn. It would seem, however, from the
meagre accounts of the expedition that remain, that
he contented himself with storming the fort of Sarsatf,
in the Kdshmir hills. It is probable that his further
progress was stopped by a severe drought and famine
which prevailed this year throughout Asia, and
especially in Persia and Hindustdn.

The year following was noteworthy for a renewal of
the war with the Séljiks. Once again Magdid, in-
stead of marching against them himself, sent his
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generals, Boghtadi and Husén, to oppose them. When
the two armies were in presence, the Séljiks sent a
message to the king’s generals to the effect that they
were ready to abstain from depredations provided an
annual subsidy were assured to them. This message
having received a contemptuous reply the Séljiks
attacked the Ghaznivide camp. They were, however,
repulsed and defeated, with the loss of their camp,
their baggage, their wives, and their children. The
greatness of the victory having, however, caused the
Ghaznivide army to disperse for plunder, a compact
body of the Séljiks, who had taken no part in the
contest, suddenly attacked them, and changed their
victory into an absolute and complete defeat. The
Séljiks were then left for a time to continue their
depredations unhindered.

Leaving them unmolested, Masdid made, in 1036,
his first expedition into India. Crossing the Satlaj he
moved direct on Hénsi, then considered impregnable.
On the sixth day of the siege Masdtd took it by
escalade, and found in it enormous treasures.

Thence he marched to Stunpat, fifty-one miles from
Dehli, the fort and temples of which, with their trea-
sure, fell into his hands. He returned to Ghazni,
vid Ldhor, leaving at that place, as governor of his
possessions on the left bank of the Indus, his son
Moddd. .

But the depredations of the Séljiks had been in-
creasing ; they were now threatening Balkh and
Khordsdn. At last, 1037, Masddd resolved to attack
them in person. All his nobles urgently pressed this

6 *
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step upon him. One of those of Khordsén especially,
anxious to show his sense of the fatal result of further
temporising, sent him a copy of verses, in which the
moral was pointed that ¢ the Séljiks, who were once
but ants, have now become little adders; and if they
are not soon destroyed, they may in a short time
become dragons.”

Masdtid’s first movement against the enmemy was
unfortunate. He set out from Balkh at the end of
the year, crossed the Oxus, and occupied the province
of Mawir-il-Kehr. But an unusually cold winter,
accompanied by a more than ordinary snowfall, forced
him to retreat to Ghazni—a movement he accomplished
only with great difficulty. Meanwhile, one of the
Séljik chiefs, Jédkar Bég, had taken advantage of his
retrogade movement to threaten Balkh. Masdiad,
then, had hardly reached Ghazni when be received a
messenger from the Governor of Balkh with a pressing
demand for reinforcements.

The king set out with his army for Balkh. But no
sooner had the other Séljik chief, Toghral Bég, learned
his departure from Ghazni, than, making forced
marches, he appeared before that place, plundered the
suburbs, emptied the king’s stables, and effected great
damage before he could be repulsed. Jékar Bég, on
his side, did not await the king before Balkh, but
retreated to Mérv. The distance between the two
places is a hundred and eighty miles. The king fol-
lowed him thither. On his way the Séljiks offered
him terms—to cease from depredations on condition
of receiving a tract of territory for their maintenance.
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The king accepted, and alienated a tract for the
purpose.

It was like stopping the rapid flow of a river with a
mud wall. The Séljiks did not keep their engagements
for a single week. On the king’s retrogade march to
Herit, they attacked his rear guard and plundered his
own baggage, cutting down the soldiers who defended
it. Masddd turned, and avenged himself; then pas-
sing through Herdt and Nishdpor (in Khordsin) he
moved on to Tds (near the modern Meshed). At
this place the Séljiks again attacked him, and again
he defeated them. But no sooner were they defeated
in one place than they appeared in another.

Masaad passed the following winter in Nishdpor. In
the spring he marched with a large army in the direc-
tion of Mérv with the intention of coming to a final
gettloment with his enemies. The Séljiks were not
less willing to bring matters to an issue. They assem-
bled a large army, under their most famous leader,
Toghral Bég, in the neighbourhood of Mérv. Amusing
the king by allowing him an easy conquest over some
minor chieftains, they enticed him on to Dandinéken,
the passes on either side of which they had secured.
They then attacked the Ghaznivide army. The shouts
of their men, and the number of their horsemen,
startled some of the Ghaznivide leaders, and many of
them left the field in a panic. The king was not one
of these. He fought till all but his own personal
guards had fled or been killed. With these he could
not hope for victory. He cut his way through the
enemy and escaped to Mérv. But he had lost his empire.
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He felt this, as he rode from Mérv to Ghor, and
from Ghor to Ghazni. He felt that he had received a
blow from which, by the aid only of his empire west
of the Indus, he could not rally. But he had India—
India the fertile, the prolific, the unexhausted—and
as far as the Satlaj India was his own. To India,
then, he resolved, on reaching Ghazni, to retreat, there
to recruit fresh forces to restore his fortunes.

For India, then, after having punished the leaders
who had abandoned him, he set out. One son, Modid,
he left at Balkh, to offer some resistance to the enemy;
another, Mdddd, he despatched to hold Miltén; a
third, Yazidydr, he left at Ghazni, to keep down the
Afghins, the Abddlis, and the Ghilzais,* who were
gshowing their head.

Taking with him all the valuables he could collect,
and loading them on camels, and accompanied by his
blind brother, Mahammad, Masdtid set out for Léhor.
But he had soon to learn by experience that an Oriental
army can support neither defeat nor retreat. Arrived
on the banks of the river Jailam, his household troops
conspired with the camel drivers to distribute the
king’s treasure amongst themselves. Masdtd, enraged,
appealed to the other troops to bring the others to
reagson. But it is probable that these had been
“ squared.” A valid pretext was at hand to justify
their disobedience. ~This was skilfully used. The
blind Mahdmmad was released from confinement, and

* This is the first mention in the record of this tribe subsequent
to its slaughter by Mahmdd in 1009.
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declared to be the lawful ruler. The whole army
welcomed him with shouts. Masdtid was seized and
brought to the new sovereign for judgment. With a
leniency typical of his character, Mahammad permitted
him to choose as his residence some fort into which he
might retire with his family.

Mahammad, considering that his blindness unfitted
him for the supervision of affairs, placed the authority
in the hands of his son Ahmad, reserving to himself
only the regal title. For some time the father and son
remained in the Panjdb, engaged in organizing their
army. Meanwhile, Moddd, the son of Masdid, who
was governing the province of which Balkh was the
capital, had heard of his father’s fate, had hastened to
Ghazni, and had been welcomed there as a sovereign.
He marched with all convenient speed against his
uncle and cousin, met them on the banks of the Indus,
and defeated them. Mahammad, and three of his sons,
Ahmad, Abdil Rahmdn, and Abdil Rahim, were taken
prisoners, and, with the exception of the last-named,
who owed his life to the fact of having showed
respect to King Masdid while he was in confinement,
were put to death. Another son of Mahammad, who
had been appointed by his father governor of Multdn,
was then attacked, defeated, and slain.

But King Maséid had left another son, Mdddd, and
M4did was then in possession of Léhor and its depen-
dencies, and refused to acknowledge his brother. The
two brothers met, then, near that capital, to decide
the question of empire or death. Fortune seemed to
avour Mdddd, for on the eve of the day for which the
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battle had been set, whole battalions of his brother’s
army came over to him. But treachery worked for
his brother. The following morning Mdddd was found
dead in his bed. The whole army then followed
Modiid, who thus became undisputed sovereign of the
Ghaznivide empire.

He was called upon almost immediately to deal
with the Séljiks. These ever-encroaching barbarians
had, after their defeat of Masdid, occupied the pro-
vinces of Herdt, Ghor, and Sistén, and placed them
under a chief of their own race as an independent
kingdom. And now another clan of the same horde
had captured Balkh, occupied Tiirkistén (the country
now known as Afghdn Turkistdn), and had forced the
Ghaznivide general to fall back, by way of Kébul, on
Ghazni. The following year, 1044, they threatened
Ghazni itself, but the Ghaznivide general, Toghral Bég,
defeated them and drove them out of the country.
Toghral followed up his victory against the Séljiks
by marching on Kanddhdr, which had been occupied
by the Kuzilbdshis, and by defeating them. He then
put the climax to his services by rebelling against
his sovereign. A timely appeal made by Modid to
the loyalty of his officers, suppressed, however, the
rebellion and the rebel.

Complications meanwhile had been occurring in
Hinddstén. It had happened that the contests be-
tween different relations for the Ghaznivide empire
had induced in the minds of many Hindd sovereigns
the belief that they could recover the independence of
which the power and genius of Mahmid had deprived
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them. The R4j4 of Dehli was the first to give the
signal. Setting his army in motion, he drove the lieu-
tenants of the Ghaznivide from Hénsi, from Thénésar,
and from their dependencies. He then marched on
Kéngra and took it. This success incited other dis-
possessed Rdjds to follow his example. Joining their
forces, they marched on Lghor. For seven months
they sat before that capital, reducing its garrison to
extremities. Finding themselves at the end of their
resources, the defenders then resolved, as a last re-
source, to die fighting valiantly. They accordingly
made a sortie, and attacked the besiegers with all the
fury of despair. Their efforts succeeded beyond their
hopes. The Hindds, surprised and panic stricken,
gave way and fled in disorder.

It was when the Ghaznivide empire was thus being
hemmed in; when the Séljiks had occupied Persia,
Sistdn, and the provinces west of Kandédhdr; when
many towns in India and the Panjib had been lost;
that Moddd, on his way to oppose the insatiable
Séljiks in the west, suddenly died, leaving behind him
a diminished and threatened empire.

The death of Moddd gave rise to new internal dis-
sensions. After a short interval, in the course of
which a son of Moddd, aged four years, was pro-
claimed under the title of Masddd II., only to be at
once deposed, the sovereignty was seized by his uncle,
Abi-1-Hésdn, who endeavoured to fortify his claim by
marrying the widow of the deceased monarch. Dis-
turbances and insurrection followed this usurpation.
Of these, Abd-1-Rashid, a son of Mahmid of Ghazni,
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took advantage to raise his own standard and drive
Abi-1-Hdsan from the throne (1052). The new king at
once sent two armies—the one to recover the revolted
cities of the Panjib; the other, under Toghral Hajib,
toreconquer Sistdén. Both armies succeeded. Toghral
H4jib, however, was a strong supporter of the prin-
ciple that * might is right.”” No sooner, then, had he
succeeded in Sistdn than he marched on Ghazni, seized
the king, put him to death, and with him all the re-
presentatives of the house of Sabaktagin on whom he
could lay hand. Three only escaped his vigilant
gearch.

Toghral Hdjib survived the perpetration of these
murders but forty days. He was assassinated as he
was ascending the throne to give public audience.
His head was then brought out, placed on a pole, and
carried round the city. Fardkzdd, one of the three
members of the Sabaktagin line who had escaped, was
then chosen by lot to be king.

Farékzdd was a capable man. But, feeling his want
of experience, he appointed as his vizier, Noshtigin
Hdjib, the general who had recovered the Panjéb for
Abi-l-Rashid, and sent him to oppose the Séljiks,
who, taking advantage of the late disturbances, were
again marching on Ghazni. The two armies met not
far from the capital. The battle that followed is said
to have been unprecedented for the severity with
which it was contested. It began with the rising of
the sun, and when that orb set it was yet undecided.
At last the discipline of the Ghaznivides prevailed, and
their victory was assured.
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Farékzdd was encouraged by this great deliverance
to attempt to recover the country of Khordsan from
the Séljiks. His generals defeated these in a great
battle, but the defeat was more than retrieved a little
later by the most famous of the Séljik leaders—the
redoubtable A'lp Arslan—so that Khordsan remained
permanently alienated.

After a reign of six years, Fardkzdd died. He was
peaceably succeeded by his brother Ibrdhim, described
by the historian, Minhdju-s-Sirdj,* as ¢ a great king—
wise, just, good, God-fearing, and kind, a patron of
letters, a supporter of religion, and a pious man.”
He certainly was the very opposite of his ancestor
Mahmiid, being a lover of peace and of the pleasures
of the harem. The length of his reign is variously
estimated at thirty-one and forty-two years. He made
peace with the Séljiks by confirming them in all their
conquests, and caused his son, Masdid, to marry a
Séljik princess.

During his reign an expedition was made to India
by one of his generals, and subsequently, it would
seem, by the king in person. Accurate details of it
are wanting. It is only known that it was successful.
Ibréhim died in the year 1098, have begotten thirty-
gix sons and forty daughters.

His son Masdid succeeded him. This prince, known
in history as Masddd IIL., was the worthiest repre-
sentative of the Ghaznivide family. He was a lover of
justice, a reformer of the laws, a remitter of taxation.

* Tabakat-i-Nasirl. Elliot’s « History of India,” vol.ii.
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His mind seems to have been mainly bent upon
securing to his people a fair and just administration.

Like all the capable members of his family, he was
firmly resolved to maintain and strengthen his hold on
India. The better to superintend the operations of
his generals, he established, for a time, his court at
Léhor, become by the annexations of the Séljiks a
central part of his dominions. His generals are said
to have carried his arms further into Hindustdn than
any since the time of Mahmiid, and to have returned
laden with booty; but accurate details of these in-
vasions seem altogether wanting. Masddd I1I. died in
1115, after reigning seventeen years.

On the death of Masdtd IIL. civil war again super-
vened. Arsldn, one of his sons, ¢ famous,” according
to the Mahomedan historian of the Tabakdt-i-Ndsiri,
“for his magnanimity and energy, courage and
bravery,” was yet strongly sensible of the evils likely
to arise from a disputed succession. To prevent these
evils he seized and confined all his brothers, and appro-
priated to himself the crown. Unfortunately for the
success of his plan one of his brothers, Bahrim,*
escaped. Bahrdm made his way, very naturally, to the
court of his relative, Sidltdn Said Sanjar, the Séljik
Governor of Khordsan. A war ensued—a war tanta-
mount to a Séljik invasion of the Ghaznivide territory.
After various fluctuations of fortune, it ended in the
victory of Bahrdm, who at once secured his position

# « Ferishta ” calls Bahrdm the brother of Arsldn. Minh4ju-s-
Sirdj speaks of him as his uncle. Other writers agree with
Ferishta.
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by putting Arslin to death. The civil war had lasted
two years.

Bahrdm was a great patron of literature. He en-
couraged poets and poetry. The great Persian poet,
Nizdmi, resided at his court, and dedicated to him
one of his poems. Ferishta mentions more than one
instance of his patronage of literature and the arts.

Bahrdim made two expeditions into Hindistdn to
quell rebellion on the part of the Mahomedan viceroy
commanding there. He succeeded. Soon after his
return to Ghazni, after the success of the second ex-
pedition, he committed an act which, by its results,
brought about the destruction of the Ghaznivide em-
pire. The act is thus stated by Ferishta: ¢ He soon
after publicly executed Kitb-u-Din Mahammad Ghori,
Afghdn, to whom he had given his daughter in mar-
riage.” This Afghin prince was the brother of the
ruler of the Afghdn tribe which had ruled in Ghor, and
which submitting to Sultdn Mahmid, and subsequently
to the Séljiks, had recently regained its indepen-
dence. The act of Bahrdm in beheading a man of so
much consideration, so closely allied to himself, and
the brother of the ruler of a powerful tribe, must have
been caused by some pressing motive. What that
motive was has never been clearly established. But
the act was fatal to him.

The deceased man’s brother, Saif-u-Din Sir, Prince
of Ghor, at once marched with an army upon Ghazni.
Bahrém fled from the city towards the Panjdb.
Ghazni was then occupied by the Prince of Ghor, and
he, preferring to remain there, sent his brother, Alla-
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u-Din Str to represent him at Ghor. But the people
of Ghazni would not have his rule. All his efforts to
render himself popular with them were fruitless, and
they secretly informed Bahrdm as to the opportunities
that were likely to offer to re-establish his throne.
Profiting by these advices Bahrdm suddenly appeared
before Ghazni in the winter, at a time when he knew
the city to be denuded of Afghdn troops. The Ghorian
prince, unable to meet Bahrim with his own troops,
yielded to the solicitations of the treacherous inhabi-
tants of Ghazni to avail himself of their services.
At the head of a force composed, then, mainly of
Ghazni soldiers, he went out to meet Bahrdm. But
hardly were the two armies in face than the Ghazni
soldiers seized upon the Afghan prince, and made him
over to his enemy. Bahrdm entered Ghazni as a con-
queror. But he tarnished his victory and blasted the
prospects of his house by his treatment of the van-
quished prince. ‘ The unhappy captive,” says Ferishta,
““had his forehead blackened, and was seated astride
on a bullock, with his face towards the tail. In this
manner he was led round the whole city, amid the
shouts and insults of the mob ; after which, being put
to torture, his head was cut off and sent to Sultdn
Sdnjar Sulkidki; while his vizier, Synd Majd-u-Din,
was impaled.”

Such treatment roused Alla-u-Din to fury. Vow-
ing vengeance against the house of Ghazni he set
out with an army for that city. In vain did Bahrdm
attempt to frighten him. ¢ The threats of Bahrém,
he said, ““are as impotent as his arms.” He pressed
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on, fury in his heart, towards Ghazni. As he ap-
proached the town Bahrdm led out his army to neet
him. He had superior numbers, but the * morale”
was with the hardy assailants. At last the battle
joined. Again and again did the Ghaznivides bear
down the Afghdns by the weight of their numbers ;
again and again did the Afghdns rally and return to
the onslaught. One charge more desperate than the
rest decided the victory. With his own spear, Alla-u-
Din transfixed the son of Bahrdm. The elephant be-
gtridden by the latter was killed ; Bahrdm, however,
extricating himself, succeeded in mounting a horse,
and fled for his life.

Alla-u-Din then entered Ghazni. The city, beauti-
fied by Mahmid and his successors, was given up to
flame, to slaughter, and to devastation. All the
monuments of the Ghaznivide kings were destroyed,
and every trace of them effaced—the tombs of Mah-
mid, Masdid I, and Ibrdhim excepted. For seven
days the massacre, the pillage, the burning continued,
and “ as if insatiate of revenge,”’ says Ferishta, ““Alla-
u-Din, when he left, carried a number of the most
venerable and learned men in chains to Firdz-Koh, to
adorn his triumph, when he ordered their throats to
be cut, tempering earth with their blood, with which
he plastered the walls of his native city.” He annexed
Ghazni to his principality of Ghor. Bahrdm died on
his way to, or on reaching, Lihor. He was succeeded
there by his son Khdsri (1157).

Khiisrd reigned seven years, the greater number of
which were occupied by attempts to recover the lost
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capital of his fathers. He waited at Léhor until he
heard that Alla-u-Din had returned to Ghor. He then
marched for Ghaznf, hoping for the co-operation of
Sdltdn Sanjar Séljdk. But the Séljiki empire in
northern Asia, so long the persistent enemy of the
Ghaznivide power, was tottering to its downfall. The
lieutenants of the Séljik Sidltdn in Khwdrizm had re-
volted, and he himself was shortly afterwards defeated
and dispossessed by the Tirkméns of Ghiza. As these
victors at once marched upon and occupied Ghazni,
Khisrd was forced to return to Léhor. That he made
another attempt on Ghazni is improbable. Although
the statement is made by Ferishta, the contrary is
implied by Minhdju-s-Sirdj, and it is certain that after
an occupation of Ghazni for two years by the Ghiza
Tirkmdns they were expelled by Sédid Ghiyds-u-Din
Mahammad, the representative of the house of Ghor.
Khiisri, dying in 1157, was succeeded by his son,
Khisrdi Malik. He was the last of the Ghaznivide
kings. Mild, liberal, and fond of pleasure, he was not
formed of the stuff that resuscitates an empire. During
the whole of his reign, Ghiyds-u-Din Ghori made
gradual but continued encroachments on the remnants
of his dominions. Peshdwar fell, then the country
between the Indus and the Chindb. At last Léhor
itself was attacked (1181). Léhor bought her safety
by surrendering the country occupied by the invader,
and the son of her king as hostage. It would appear
that the Ghorian monarch, under the pretext that
the conditions made by Khidsmi Malik had not been
fulfilled, returned subsequently to Léhor, but was
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repulsed and compelled to withdraw. In his absence,
Khusrd Malik, making an alliance with the Gakk’hars
of the hills, made a raid upon Siilkét, but was re-
pulsed. This enterprise demonstrated to the Ghorian
monarch the necessity of bringing the whole matter to
a prompt conclusion. Feigning a desire to negotiate
peace, he enticed Khtsrd and his army away from
Léhor ; then suddenly interposing between him and
that city he made prisoner of the one and occupied
the other. Khisrd and his son were doomed to
imprisonment for life, but a little later they were
murdered. With the deposition of Khisri terminated
the rule of the Ghaznivide dynasty (1187.)
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CHAPTER IIL

HISTORICAL.—THE HOUSE OF GHOR.

TrE descent of the house of Ghor has been discussed
by Professor Dorn, by Mountstuart Elphinstone, by
De Gingues, and by other eminent authorities. The
balance of opinion is in favour of their pure Afghdn
origin, and I cannot but think it most probable that
they were descended from the survivors of the tribe
which attempted to plunder the soldiers of Mahmid on
their return from India, laden with booty, in 1010, and
who were attacked and nearly exterminated by that
prince *in the strong country of Ghor,” some months
later.*

On the disappearance from the scene of the last
scion of the Ghaznivide house the Ghorians invaded
India. Ghiyds-u-Din Ghori had early associated
with himself in the government his brother, Moham-
mad Shahdb-u-Din, and it was this brother who had

* Vide “ Hanway’s Travels,” vol. ii. page 98. Compare Elphin-
stone’s “ History of India,” vol. ii. pages 550 and 559, and note.
Vide also Brigg’s « Ferishta,” vol. i. page 161.
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conducted the final operations against Khisrd Malik,
described in the previous chapter, and who commanded
the army ordered to operate in India. As he subse-
quently ascended the throne with the title of Ma-
hammad Ghori, it will save confusion if I refer to him
under that name.

The Panjib having been annexed, Mahammad Ghori
settled the country, and returned to Ghazni. Two
years later (1189) he set out on his first expedition
across the Satlaj. He knew that the enemy he would
have to encounter was no mean one, that the Rdjd of
all Rédjdsthdn, Prithi R4jd, disposed of the troops
of Rdjpitdnd and of Dehli, and that the kingdom of
Kandoj had recovered its ancient power and splendour.
He knew that the Réjpits whom he would have to
encounter were better trained, better disciplined, and
better commanded than the soldiers who had followed
Jaipdl and A'nand-pdl; that they had profited by the
experience they had had of Mahomedan soldiers, and
would be ready to look them in the face. But he was
bent on permanent conquest, and he went prepared
to enforce it.

Crossing the Satlaj, he marched on Bitanda,* in
Patidla, then a town of some consideration, occupied
it; advanced to Thédnésar, occupied that; and then
marched on Dehli by way of Karndl. The distance
between Thénésar and Karndl is twenty-three miles;

* Terishta states that he first marched into Ajmir, where he
took the town of Batanda. But there is no such town in Ajmir,
and there is no record that Mahammad Ghéri made at this particular
time any other conquest in that country.

iR
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the country is a broad plain. At Tirdori, midway
between the two places, he was met by the armies
of Prithi Rae, R4jé of Réjdsthdn, of Chdwand Rée,
Viceroy of Dehli, and of other vassal princes, amount-
ing to two hundred thousand men, with three thousand
elephants. The army of Mahammad Ghori was smaller
mn numbers but it was a well-tried and unbeaten force.
With it he believed he could effectually put in practice
the old Ghaznivide plan of disheartening the enemy
by a succession of charges, and then breaking them by
one general assault. He tried it on this occasion,
sending squadron on squadron in quick succession
against the Hindd centre, which appeared weakened
by the great length to which the line extended. But
its weakness was not real. Behind the first line the
Hindi leaders had placed their best infantry, and they
had planned that whilst these should offer to the on-
slaught of the Moslems a stern and stubborn resistance,
their wings should lap over and enclose them. So it
happened. The Hindd centre remained firm and solid,
proof against repeated attacks. Then the wings,
wheeling inwards, took the enemy in flank and rear.
The followers of Mahammad Ghori saw that defeat
was inevitable and began to flee. He saw that defeat
was inevitable but did not flee. Despair added fury to
his normal courage. He dashed through the enemy, and
came 50 near to the Viceroy of Dehli that he wounded
him in the mouth with his lance. He would have
pressed on, but the Viceroy, a brave man, delivered a
counter blow which almost drove him to the ground.
Some of the few attendants who had followed Ma-
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hammad managed then to mount him upon a horse
and carry him from the field. But the rout was com-
plete. His army was pursued for forty miles. The
remnants, however, collected at Bitanda,* where they
were besieged for thirteen months. At the end of that
time they were granted terms.

Mahammad Ghori proceeded after his defeat to
Ghor, there to visit his brother. He then returned to
Ghazni. The disgrace he had met with rankled in
his heart, and, though he devoted some time to
pleasure, in the hope of driving it from his memory,
it would not leave him. There was but one mode of
atoning for it, and that was to avenge it.

Accordingly, he raised another army, and, two years
after his first defeat, he again set out (1191). The
court poet of the day, Hdsdn Nizdmi, thus describes
him at the moment of his departure :—t

“ His standards proclaim victory.
Indeed, they are almost prepared to write the book of victory,
His ensigns and black umbrella are full of adornment,
How beautiful on the face of time are the curls and freckles of
the State!”

He marched, says Ferishta, by way of Peshiwar,
Miltén, and Léhor, and advanced to the river Saras-
vati, on the other bank of which the Hindd host was
encamped. The Sarasvati is a small river in Sirhind,

* The retreat on Batanda, nowhere disputed, and the fact, pre-
sently to be recorded, that the next battle was fought on the
Sarasvati river, seem clearly to show that the Bitanda referred to
was the town of that name in Patidla.

+ Elliot’s ““ History of India,” vol. ii. page 212.
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rising in the slopes of the Himélayas, losing itself in
the great sandy desert, and, except during the rainy
geason, is merely ‘a small thread of running water.”
It is regarded with peculiar veneration by the Hindds.
At the time of which I am writing, it was swollen
beyond its ordinary depth.

The Réjpiit chiefs were so confident of success that
they offered terms to the enemy. Mahammad Ghori
replied in such a manner as to induce the belief that
he was aware of his own weakness but that he
could not act without his brother’s orders. This
answer had the effect of causing the Hindd leaders to
abate their wonted caution. Mahammad Ghori, who
had anticipated this, was thus able to cross the river a
little before dawn, and to attack them in their
camp. Their great numbers enabled them, however,
to hold the Mahomedans in check whilst they were
changing their front and forming up. They succeeded
in accomplishing this manceuvre.

Mahammad Ghori had, meanwhile, drawn up his
men to oppose the new order of the enemy. His plan
was still to weary out the enemy by charges of cavalry,
but, to prevent himself from being surrounded, the
charges were to be made, as it were, in retreat. That
18, each division, after charging and firing its arrows,
had orders to wheel to the rear, its place being at once
taken by the next division, to which similar orders
were issued. In this manner he fought the battle till
sunset, drawing the enemy on, then checking them,
then drawing them on again, always fatiguing them,
but never letting them get behind him. By sunset he
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thought he had sufficiently worn out the Hindds.
Placing himself, then, at the head of twelve thousand
of his best horsemen, he charged their centre—this
time not to let it go. The assault was so tremendous,
and his grip was so firm, that it decided the battle.
The centre gave way, the wings followed, and in a few
minutes the entire Hindd army was fleeing in con-
fusion.

The Viceroy of Dehli was killed on the field. The
King of Réjdsthdn, Prithi Réj, was taken prisoner,
and put to death. The royal tents and camp equipage,
and their contents, were taken. Mahammad Ghori
marched at once on Ajmir, taking many important
places, among others Hénsi, on his way. Arriving at
Ajmir he put several thousands of the inhabitants
to the sword and made slaves of many others. He
then laid on the country a heavy tribute, and returned
to Ghazni. Behind him he left “his faithful friend and
slave,” afterwards his successor, Malik Kutb-u-Din
Aibak, who, in his absence, took possession of Mirath,
of Aligarh, and of Dehli.*

But there was another Hindd sovereign yet unsub-
dued, the Rdjé of Kandoj. This Rdjd was the greatest
in India. According to the Mahomedan historian,
Ibn Asfr, his territories * extended lengthways from
the borders of China to the province of Mélw4, and in
breadth from the sea to within ten days journey of
Léhor.” Though this is a poetical description it is

® Tt is owing to this circumstance, says “ Ferishta,” that foreign
nations say: “The empire of Dehli was founded by a slave.”



104 *  AFGHANISTAN.

certain that the territories of the Rdjds of Kandoj
were very considerable, extending probably from
Aligarh to below Bandras, and embracing a consider-
able tract to the west of the Jamnd. It is probable
that this king, who is called Jai Chand, had been con-
siderably alarmed for his own safety by the capture of
Dehli and Aligarh, for it is asserted* that it was he
who collected his forces and became the aggressor. It
was to punish this aggression that Mahammad Ghori
came down once more with an army from Ghazni.

The two armies met at Itdwah. The vanguard of
the Ghorian army was led by Kutb-u-Din, and the
onslaught of that vanguard sufficed to put to flight
the Hindd host. But the defeat was not the less
crushing because so easily won. The slaughter was
immense; ninety elephants were captured, and the
King of Kandojt was left dead on the field. As one
great consequence of it Bandras fell into the victor’s
hands, and saw her temples desecrated, and her
treasures carried off *“ upon fourteen hundred camels.”
Nor was this all. The great kingdom of Kandoj
never recovered from the shock. The Mahomedan
dominion was soon to extend beyond even its borders
into Bihdr.

Mahammad Ghori returned to Ghazni, leaving at

* Elliot’s “ History of India,” vol. ii. page 251.

+ The death of this R4j4 afforded the first known instance of the
use of artificial teeth. ¢ The Hindd king,” writes Ibn Asfr, “ was
slain, and no one would have recognised his corpse but for the fact
of his teeth, which were weak at their roots, being fastened in with
golden wire.”—Elliot’s “ History of India,” vol. ii.
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Aligarh, Kutb-u-Din as his viceroy, to complete his
work. Some disturbances in Ajmir, quelled without
difficulty, afforded to the viceroy the opportunity of
penetrating into Gujrdt, the scene of Mahmid’s
triumph. He was re-called thence by pressing orders
from Ghazni.

Mahammad Ghori, in fact, was on his way to Hin-
distdn, and needed all his forces. This prince, anxious
to consolidate his authority in central India, marched
on Bidna, an important place about fifty miles from
Agra, took it, and planted there an Afghdn colony,
naming Bahd-u-Din as its governor. He was about
to march against the fortress of Gwalidr—the fortress
on the hill still existing—when the outbreak of troubles
in Khordsdn re-called him to Ghazni. The siege was
consequently prosecuted by his lieutenants. Gwélidr
fell; but Kutb-u-Din advancing far into Ajmir to
support the Hindd tributary prince he had placed
there on the throne, was assailed in such force by the
combined Hindd forces of Gujrdt, Ndgor, and Mhér-
wérs, that he was forced to retreat on the town. The
following year, however, he not only avenged his
defeat, but succeeded in taking the forts of Kalinjar
and of Kidlpi and in conquering Rohilkhand.

Meanwhile, Mahammad Ghori had not only quelled
the troubles in Khordsdn, but had re-annexed to
the Ghazni sovereignty Herdt and its dependencies.
Whilst engaged in making these conquests he had
become, by the death of his brother, the sole reigning
king.

Almost his first act, after he had been crowned, was
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to attempt to recover the kingdoms of Khwdrizm,—
that important appanage that had been severed by the
Séljiks from the Ghaznivide monarchy. He advanced
into the country, conquered it, and forced its sovereign
to take refuge in his capital, the only place remaining
to him. Here he besieged him. But the King of
Khwérizm defended himself with so much ability and
resolution that the besiegers lost many men without
gaining any corresponding advantage. The King of
Khwirizm had, meanwhile, sent pressing letters to the
Khitan Tartars—the same tribe which had, after the
overthrow of the Séljuks in Khordsin, momentarily
occupied Ghazni—and these were now responding to his
call. They advanced in such force, and so suddenly,
that Mahammad Ghori, to save himself and his army
from absolute destruction, was obliged to fight at a
great disadvantage. Never did he display more skill
or greater courage—but the odds against him were
altogether out of proportion, and he was completely
defeated.

He fled towards Ghazni, but his retreat was cut off.
Of his whole army scarcely more than a hundred clung
to him. But with these he made a desperate charge,
fairly to be ranked with that made on the overwhelm-
ing Hindd force at Tirdori. It had the same success.
He cut his way through the enemy with his following,
and gained the fort of Andkhé.*

But in Andkhé he was enclosed. There was no

* Andkhé is now an important place just within the frontier of
Afghén Tarkistén, not far from Khojé Sileh.
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escape. Resistance was futile. His presence too was
required at his capital. He agreed, then, willingly, to
purchase his freedom by the payment of a large sum
of money.

His presence was indeed required at the capital.
The total defeat of his army had spread dismay. The
report of his death following hard upon the news
of his defeat incited disorder. Omne of his officers
seized Multdin. His favourite slave proclaimed him-
self in Ghazni. Suddenly the released monarch
appeared on the scene. Ghazni refused to open her
gates to him. He marched, therefore, on Multén,
took it, enlisted troops on the Indian borders, and
returned to Ghazni, which, as abject now as it had
been insolent before, yielded to him without a blow.
Concluding, then, a peace with the King of Khwérizm,
he marched into the Panjdb to punish the Gakk’hars of
the hills, who had invaded and plundered that pro-
vince. Attacked by the king from the direction of
Afghénistdn, and by his faithful lieutenant, Kutb-u-Din,
from that of India, these marauders were soon subdued.
Mahammad Ghori then proceeded to reside at Lahor.

Whilst residing here he planned a final expedition to
Khwérizm—an expedition which he was resolved to
make decisive. He marched then towards Ghazni. He
had reached the Indus, and had laid himself to rest on
his bed in atent on the banks of that river, when some
Gakk’hars noticing his exposed situation, resolved to
make away with him. They crossed the river in the
dead of night, entered his tent unopposed, and
murdered him as he slept.
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The titular successor of Mahammad Ghori, was his
nephew, Mahmid ; but the influence and authority of
Kutb-u-Din preponderated over the ties of blood.
Mahmdd himself, seeing how vain would be his
opposition to such a man, resigned to him the ensigns
of sovereignty at Léhor, and returned to his ancestral
home in the mountains of Ghor (1206). The real
successor then was Kutb-u-Din.

But with the accession of Kutb-u-Din, the history of
Afghdnistdn as an independent kingdom temporarily
ceases. The slave king elected to be ruler of the
Hinddstdn which he had conquered, and took up his
abode at Dehli. With the eclipse of the house of
Ghor Ghazni was forgotten.
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CHAPTER 1IV.
HISTORICAL.—THE TRANSITION TO THE MOGHOL.

Kuts-u-Din had transferred the seat of government to
Hinddstdn. Immediately, his father-in-law, T4j-u-
Din Eldéz—the slave who had shut the gates of
Ghazni against Mahammad Ghori after his defeat in
Khwirizm, and who had been subsequently pardoned
by his master—was proclaimed King of Ghazni by
Mahmid, Mahmdd retaining for himself the mountain
throne of Ghor, and with it the overlordship over
Afghdnistdn. The united forces of both princes suc-
ceeded in reducing Herdt and the country—now
forming the western boundary of Afghdnistdn—between
it and Sistdn. But here their success ended. At-
tempting to recover the northern districts now known
as Afghdn Tirkistdn, they were defeated by Maham-
mad Khdn, King of Khwirizm, and were even forced
to yield up Ghazni. In the height of his distress, T4j-
u-Din fell back on the post of Ktrm.* It would

* In the text Kirmén. In his ¢ Chronicles of the Pathin Kings
of Dehli,” page 26, Mr. Edward Thomas advances an ingenious
argument to show the identity of Kirmén with Kdrm, the fort on
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seem that at this place T4j-u-Din made peace with his
conqueror, for he is next heard of as raising troops to
attack Léhor and India. He actually penetrated as
far as Thédnésar; but there he was defeated and taken
prisoner by Shams-u-Din Altmdsh, the son-in-law of
Kutb-u-Din, and at that time King of Dehli (1215).
He died a prisoner.

Meanwhile Afghénistdn had fallen under the domin-
ation of Mahammad Khdn, King of Khwérizm. The
events of the reigns of this prince and his successor
are so completely absorbed in the greater career of
the new Attila of the north, the far-famed leader of
the Moghols, Chingiz Khdn, that I pass over the
lesser to deal with the greater subject.

For many ages the Tartar tribes in the north of
Asia, occupying the wild desert and mountainous
country north and north-west of the kingdom of
Khwérizm, “had carried on war with each other, un-
known to or unregarded by the conterminous nations,
or known to their Chinese and Turki neighbours
alone.”* One of these tribes was the Mongol, Mdghdl,
or as it is generally spelt, Moghol. They were an
ugly race, with yellow complexions, high cheek-bones,
small eyes, and large mouths. But they had in them
the stuff out of which were made the devastators of

the river of that name. I have not space for that part of the
argument which deals with the orthographic question. But I may
be permitted to state my opinion that Mr. Thomas has clearly
established that the geographical requirements of Kirméin are
met by the actual position of Kdérm.

* Erskime’s “ History of India,” Introduction.
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the earth, and they only wanted a leader. Suddenly
that leader appeared in the person of Chinghiz Khén.
Writing being then unknown to the Moghol race, it is
impossible to fix accurately the date of the birth of this
conqueror. Historical events sufficiently demonstrate,
however, that it occurred about the year 1155. The
death of his father, when he had attained the age of
thirteen years, brought him into rude contact with the
world. He had many rivals with whom to contend,
and his first experiences were of the severest. Now
buffeted by fortune, now rising superior to all the arts
of his enemies, he finally established his supremacy by
two acts. The first was the complete defeat of his
rivals on the field of battle, with an army counting
only one-fourth of the number of theirs; the second,
a deed of atrocious cruelty with which he crowned his
victory. It is asserted that having taken many pri-
soners, he prepared eighty huge cauldrons, filled them
with boiling water, and in them cast his still living
captives. Far from alienating the barbarous tribes in
the midst of whom he lived, this atrocious act cowed
and subdued them. In the perpetrator they recognised
their master.

The power thus established by cruelty was con-
solidated by the display of a force of character, of
a capacity to influence men’s minds, to bend them to
one resolute will, such as has been rarely surpassed.
In the course of a few years, Chinghiz Khén had es-
tablished his supremacy over the vast country bordered
in the east by China, in the north and west by the
Volga and the Caspian. Proclaimed the Great Khén
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of the Tartars, having conquered Western China, and
penetrated as far as Pekin, Chinghiz Khén found the
kingdom of Khwérizm a bar to further conquests to
the south.

At that time (1219) Mahammad Khén was King of
Khwérizm. The dominions of this prince included the
countries of Bokhdra, Samarkand, Khokand, Kdsh-
gir, Persia, Afghdnistdn and Belichistdn, down to the
Indus. Suddenly, Chinghiz Khin attacked him with
three armies. The first, following to a certain point
the course of the Jaxartes, descended upon Khiva ;
the second, ascending that river, occupied Khojind,
and conquered the country now known as Ferghdna ;
the third, commanded by Chinghiz Khdn in person,
crossed the river, and penetrating into the country,
took Bokhéra and Samarkand. In a few days the
entire territory north of the Oxus was in the hands of
the conqueror.

Meanwhile, the king, Mahammad Khdn, sensible
of his inability to oppose the Moghol horde, had re-
treated to Nishdpor in Khordsdn. Chinghiz Khén, oc-
cupied with Samarkand, sent a corps of twenty thou-
sand men, under two of his generals, to pursue him.
Mahammad Khén fled. The Moghol generals arriving
at Nishdpor, and finding their prey had escaped, then
conceived and executed one of the most daring projects
that ever entered into the heart even of a Moghol.
They ravaged the whole of Western Persia, conquered
Trans-Caucasia, crossed then the range of the
Caucasus, occupied Derbend, defeated there an army
composed of the various peoples of the countries they
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had traversed and were traversing, and drove them
beyond the Dnieper. Some of the fugitives even
crossed the Danube in ther terror. So great and so
general was the alarm, that the inhabitants of the
Russian provinces of Kief, of Smolensko, and of
Tchernigov, dreading lest they too should be attacked
in their turn, combined to attempt to drive the enemy
from the country he had but just gained. In the
battle on the banks of the Dnieper that followed,
the allied patriots were defeated. The Moghols then
crossed that river, and penetrated into Bulgaria.
Thence they returned to rejoin the main army.
Meanwhile, Mahammad Khén, despairing of safety
on the mainland, had fled for refuge to one of the
small islands of the Caspian. There he died (1220).
His son and successor, Jaldl-u-Din, was a man of very
different temper. Tn Khwérizm when he heard of his
father’s death, he at once assembled his adherents,
attacked and dispersed the troops sent to oppose
him, and leaving in that province a sufficient body
of troops under his brothers, pushed on to Nishdpor,
there to endeavour to recruit a new army. Chin-
ghiz Khdn, meanwhile, on the first news of the
outbreak in Khwérizm, had hastened to that province,
had suppressed the rebellion, killing in battle the two
brothers of Jaldl-u-Din, and had then marched south-
ward, capturing in succession Balkh, Mérv, Herat,
Nishépor, and Tius (near the site of the modern
Meshed). An army corps of thirty thousand men
which he had sent to watch Jaldl-u-Din, was, however,
defeated by that prince, who had succeeded in raising
8
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double that number. Chinghiz Khén, indignant at this
reverse, dashed at once in pursuit of the victor, who,
abandoned by some of his generals, was making the
best of his way to India. Chinghiz overtook him at
the Indus, totally defeated his army, Jaldl-u-Din him-
self owing his escape solely to the daring with which
he cut through his enemies and swam the river. The
Moghol army then ravaged the Panjéb, and returned
to Tartary (1224). Subsequently Chinghiz completed
the conquest of China, and there died (1227).

Jaldl-u-Din, meanwhile, escaped from the battle-
field on the Indus, had, after many adventures, re-
established his authority in Persia. But Afghénistdan
remained until the year 1251 under the rule of Chinghiz
Khén and successors. During that period the enslaved
country had no history.

In that year, Shir Khéan, the governor of the Pan-
jab for the King of Dehli, Né4sir-u-Din Mahmid,
invaded Afghdnistdn, seized upon Ghazni and Kabul,
and annexed them to the Dehli monarchy. It is
probable that they were speedily recovered, for not
only, in subsequent years, do we find the Moghols
making repeated incursions into India, but in the
year 1386 traces appear of a new Afghén dynasty
seated on the throne of Ghazni, owning subordination
to, and acknowledging the suzerainty of, the Moghols
of Central Asia.

This Afghdn dynasty, like that which preceded it,
came from Ghor. Probably it was the chief of the
Afghén tribe in the Ghor mountains to whom the
Moghol suzerain delegated his anthority. They ruled

&
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from 1336 to 1383. The first sovereign, Shams-u-Din
Ghori, and his two immediate successors, Rikh-u-Din,
and Fakhridin Ghori, accepted the position and per-
formed the duties assigned to them. The fourth of
the race on the throne, Ghiyas-u-Din Ghori, asserted
his independence, and handed it down to his successors,
Shams-u-Din, Malek H4fiz, Moez-u-Din H4sén, and
Ghiyas-u-Din. But in the reign of the last-named
prince the dynasty and the independence came alike to
an untimely end.

Taimér, known also in history as Tamerlane, was
born at Késh, near Samarkand, about the year 1336.
His family had been settled there for two hundred
years, and had held high positions. Taimir possessed
very much the same organising genius as Chinghiz
Khén, from whom, in the female line, he was de-
scended ; he almost equalled him in ferocity, and sur-
passed him in perfidy, whilst his aims, if as vast, were
at least as reckless. At an early age he had succeeded
in gathering in his own hands the guiding-reins of the
Tartar tribes in Central Asia, and finding himself
master, he began at once to carry terror and devasta-
tion into neighbouring countries. Afghdnist4én and
Persia at once fell before him. He then carried his
arms into Circassia, Georgia, Mesopatamia, and the
southern parts of Russia. Having laid waste these
countries, he prepared to invade India by way of the
Hindd Kish, K4bul, Band, and Dinkdt, on the Indus.
Into that expedition, little affecting Afghdnistén, I do
not propose to follow him. It will suffice to state that
from the first invasion of Taimtr, 1388, until after

8 *
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the accession of B4bar, Afghdnistdén had no history of
her own. Portions of her territory are occasionally
mentioned for some or other specific quality by the
historians. Thus, Herdt is spoken of during the fifty
years prior to the accession of Bébar, as having been
the most magnificent city in the East, celebrated not
merely for the beauty and splendour of its court, the
architectural beauty of its mosques, tombs, colleges,
and palaces, but as being the resort of the greatest
divines, philosophers, poets, and historians of the age.
At this time Herdt was the capital of Khordsdn, and
that province was governed by Husén Mirza, the most
powerful of the princes of the House of Taimir.*
Kébul and Ghazni were then likewise ruled over by a
prince of the same house, Stltdn U’'ldgh Mirza, but of
the internal administration of the country, and of the
conduct and character of its people, I have been unable
to find any trace whatever. With the death of U'ligh
Mirza, however, the dry bones of its history suddenly
recover their vitality.

The vast dominions of Taimtr, divided after his
death, had been reunited into one kingdom by his
great-grandson Abtsaid, fourth from him in order of
succession. On the death of Abtisaid the empire was
again partitioned. Whilst the three elder sons divided
the countries north of the Oxus, the youngest son,
U'lagh Mirza, was allotted Kébul and Ghazni :—the
adjoining territory of Khorésén, with Herat as its
capital, falling to a more distant relation—the Husén
Mirza previously referred to.

* « Erskine’s History of India.” Memoirs of Bibar.
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U'ligh Mirza, Prince of Ghaznf and Kébul, died in
the year 1502. His death was the signal for intrigues
and assassinations, one usurper following another,
when in 1504, Prince B4bar, who but three months
before had been forced to leave his kingdom of Fer-
ghdna as a homeless exile, appeared before Kébul
and took it.

Space will not permit me to do more than give a
short summary of the previous career of this extra-
ordinary man. The sixth in descent from Taimir, he
was born in 1482. At the age of twelve he inherited
by the death of his father the kingdom of Ferghédna.*
He was not yet fifteen when the troubles in Samar-
kand induced him to attempt the conquest of that
province. He conquered and occupied the capital;
but the task of governing and maintaining the country
was beyond the means at his disposal, and after an
occupation of little more than three months he was
compelled to evacuate it, and fall back on Ferghéna.
His absence from that province had, however, proved
fatal to him. Plots against him had been fomented,
and he discovered one morning that he was a king
without a kingdom.

By the means common in those days, he was able to
raise a sufficient force to recover Ferghénd, and he
was even meditating another raid against Samarkand,
when the Uzbég Tartars invaded Central Asia and
forced Bébar to seek refuge in the mountains. Here

* A rich country on the upper course of the Jaxartes. It is
also called Khokand.
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he lived for some years the life of a true adventurer;
now an exile in the desert; now a monarch on a
throne. He gained and lost Samarkand; he was
buoyed up by hopes of Ferghéna; but he was always
happy, always joyous, always confident in the future.

At length, however, fortune seemed to shut out
from him the last hope of success, and in his twenty-
third year Babar was forced to cross the Oxus and
take refuge in Kiindtz, between Balkh and Bdd4dkshédn,
the governor of which was Kushrd Shdh. Here he
succeeded in raising a force of Moghols. At their
head, he marched on K4dbul, and took it.

At the time that he conquered Kébul that country
comprehended the long and narrow plains running
nearly from south to north between Ghaznf and the
capital ; the whole mountainous territory reaching to
the Koh-i-B4dba and the Hinda Kish, and thence down
to the confines of what is now British territory as far as
Fort Ktirm. The mountainous tribes were more pre-
datory and more independent than they are even at
the present day.

At the head of an army of freelances Bébar felt
that his only chance of safety lay in engaging
his followers in new adventures. He first led them
against Kanddhér, which he conquered. Within two
hundred and forty miles of Her4t, he thought it then
advisable to make a journey thither, in order, with his
relative, its ruler, to concert measures against their
joint enemies, the Uzbég Ttrks. During his absence
his brother Jahdngir revolted and fled to Ghazni.
Then his Moghol soldiers mutinied. No sooner had
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Bébar, returning to K4bul, put an end to these disor-
ders, than a more dangerous outbreak, instigated and
abetted by the Moghols he had brought with him,
took place. Bébar, escaping with difficulty from
Kébul, put himself at the head of a few devoted
followers, and made head against his enemies. By his
courage and his activity he made up for the smallness
of his following, and, ever present where he was
needed, ever taking advantage of the opportunities
that offered, he in the end suppressed the revolt.

The Uzbégs, meanwhile, were advancing as the
other Tiirki tribes had advanced before them. They
swarmed into Khorédsén, occupied Herat, then besieged
and took Kanddhdr. Ghazni and Kdbul were now
threatened, when, happily for Béber, the King of
Persia, alarmed at the conquest of Khordsdn, ad-
vanced against the Uzbégs, defeated them with great
slaughter, and drove them across the Oxus.

To be safe only, was never with Bdbar the su-
premest good. For him safety meant opportunity for
fresh conquests. The defeat of the Uzbégs by the
Persians re-awakened then the old longing for Samar-
kand. That city had been his first conquest—the
scene also of his first rebuff. He must woo her once
again.

He wooed and won her (1511). But again was
Samarkand fickle. She welcomed back his old enemies
the Uzbégs, and after a contest ranging over two years,
he lost, not only her, but every other possession across

the Oxus.
Thrown back then on Afghdnistan, he recovered
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Kanddhdr. He could not, however, be content with
a country of rocks and stones. Opportunely at
this moment there came to him a cry for aid from
Dagdlat Khén, the Afghdn viceroy of the Panjéb for
Ibrdhim Lodi Afghén, King of Dehli. Simultaneously
the Rdnd of Chitdr sent a messenger to promise his
aid if Bébar should invade India. The invitation pro-
mised too much to allow Bébar to refuse it. King of
Kébul and Ghazni, he crossed the Indus (1525-26),
and advanced unopposed on Léhor, defeated there the
army that had been hurriedly raised to oppose him,
reduced that city to ashes, and advanced towards
Dehli. The rebellion of Ddolat Khén, and the news
that the Uzbégs had invaded Balkh, recalled him to
the north ere he could reach the imperial city. In his
absence, however, Daolat Khdn was overcome, but his
general advancing then incautiously on Dehli, was
defeated by its king, Tbrahim Khén Lodi, under its
walls. Bdbar, having driven back the Uzbégs, re-
turned to repair this disaster. At the head of twelve
thousand men he met Ibrdhim, commanding one hun-
dred thousand men, at Pénipat, a place always favour-
able to an invader from the north. A daring and
competent general, he found himself opposed to one
who was utterly ignorant of war, and who was too
self-willed to be led by others. The result was never
doubtful. The Indian army was defeated with great
slaughter, its king was left dead on the field, Dehli
opened its gates, and Bdbar marched at once on Agra,
to be proclaimed there (May 10, 1526) the first
Emperor of India, to enter upon a sovereignty which,



THE TRANSITION TO THE MOGHOL. 121

as the Great Moghol, he was to transmit to a long
geries of descendants, and which was destined to
remain in one form or other in his family till the great
crisis of 1857.
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CHAPTER V.

HISTORICAL.—HUMAYUN AND KAMRAN.

Ba’BAR’s rule of four years and a half in India belongs
to the history of that country. During that period
Afghdnistdn remained a province governed under his
orders by his second son Kdmrdn. On the death of
Bébar (December 26, 1530), whilst his eldest son,
Huméydn, succeeded to the throne of Agra; Kébul,
Ghazni, and Kanddhér, continued a semi-independent
kingdom under the rule of Kémrén, the overlordship
of Hum4ytn, if existing in theory, not being acknow-
ledged in fact. In the course of the two years that
followed, the new King of Kdébul obtained from the
weakness and the necessities of his brother, Huméytn,
the cession of the Panjib, and with it the country
south-east of the Satlaj, as far as the important towns
of Hissar and Hénsi.

Kémrdn was a man who to a headstrong nature
added an ambition which never hesitated at the means
to be employed. For three years after the acquisition
of the Panjab, however, this master passion seemed to
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lay dormant within him. During that period he would
appear to have devoted all his energies to the internal
administration of his dominions, and to the formation
of a well-disciplined army. But in 1535 the Shah of
Persia, Shah Tahmasp, had but just succeeded in
driving the Uzbég Turks from Khordsén, and in
occupying Her4at. He had bestowed the government
of this place upon his brother, a man of weak nature,
who, first rebelling against the Shah, then endeavoured
to obtain a secure place of refuge for himself by
besieging Kanddhdr. Kanddhér was defended by
Amir Khwéaja Kilan, one of the best officers of King
Kémrén, with a small but well-trained garrison. For
eight months he foiled all the efforts of the besiegers.
Meanwhile King Kémrdn, after some delay, marched
with an army of twenty thousand men to relieve him.
On Kémran’s approach, the Herati army raised the
siege, and took up a position some ten miles from the
city. Kamran effecting then a junction with the
governor, Khwaja Kildn, attacked the enemy, and,
mainly in consequence of the skill and conduct of his
subordinate, totally defeated him. As this defeat
seemed to secure his western border, Kdmran returned
to Léhor.

But he was reckoning without the ambition of his
neighbour. Another invasion of the Uzbégs—an in-
vasion followed almost instantly by the sacking by
those barbarians of the beautiful city of Herdt—called
into Khordsdn the Shah of Persia in person. Shah
Tahmasp found little difficulty in driving the Uzbégs
from Herét; then looking round for fresh conquests,
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he recalled the brother who had rebelled against him,
and taking from him the plan which in his hands
had miscarried, marched upon Kanddh4r. Kand4har
was unprepared to resist him. She had neither pro-
visions, nor stores, nor even a sufficient number of
troops. The governor, Amir Khwéja Kildn, resolved
under these circumstances, as he could not defend the
city, at least to save its palaces from destruction, its
people from the horrors of a storm. Placing his
palace in the best possible order, arranged for a royal
reception, he sent a message to the Shah, to the effect
that, unable to defend the place, or to meet him in the
field, he had considered that the only courteous and
honourable course open to him was to make Kanddhr
fit for the reception of the guest whom he could not
entertain in person. He then retired on Lahor. The
Shah entered Kandéhér.

Kémran could not appreciate the refined conduct of
his agent. He complained that at least an attempt at
resistance should have been made, and that he might
then have been able once more to relieve the place.
Now, he had to reconquer it. He set out as soon
as possible with an army for that purpose, reached it,
and sat down before it. The Shah had returned to
Persia, but had left behind a sufficient garrison. The
place resisted for some time, but finally surrendered,
on the condition of obtaining a free departure for the
garrison. Kamrén having then restored the fortifica-
tions, returned to Lahor.

Up to this time the conduct of King Kémrén had
been wise and prudent. But he had not been tempted.
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He was soon to show that it had been based rather on

the exigencies of the moment than on a ripe and solid

judgment. It happened in the year 1538-9 the

empire of his brother Huméydn was in imminent

danger. At the head of a dispirited army, weakened

by sickness, he lay encamped at the village of Chaus4,

close to the point where the Karamndsa falls into the
Ganges, shut out from the north-west provinces by
the superior army of his competitor, Shir Khén, ad-

vantageously posted in an intrenched camp. In the

upper provinces, his brother, Hindal, in arms against
him, occupied Agra, and was threatening to march on

Dehli. Such were the circumstances under which the

aid of the King of Kébul was invoked.

It was in the power of Kdmréan to restore Humdytn.
He entered Hindtstan, and marched on Dehli. Find-
ing that place holding out for Humdytn, under his
cousin, he continued his progress to Agra. On his
approach, Hindal abandoned the place, renounced the
contest, and returned to Mewét, his government.
Ké4mrén then advanced against Shir Khdn, who con-
tinued to lie encamped in front of Huméytn’s army.
Kémrédn had the fate of India in his hands. That
knowledge ruined him. Were he to beat Shir Khédn—
and he felt he could beat him—he would beat him for
the advantage of Humdyin. Far better, he thought,
to allow the two rivals to fight it out, and then to
beat the conqueror himself—for himself. So think-
ing, he acted—leaving Huméytn to his fate, and
returning to Agra. There, two months later, he was
joined by HumdyGn—not in the guise of a conqueror
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—but a helpless, wounded fugitive, escaped by flight
from the surprise and defeat of his army by Shir
Khén at Chausé on the 27th of June 1539.

Huméyin had indeed left to him of his mighty
empire only Agra and Dehli and the tract between
the two cities. He did not retain these long. A good
understanding between the two brothers had never
existed since Kdmran had allowed ambition to over-
come his better feelings. And now, though it was
patent to him and to all around him that his zealous
support of Huméydn would sustain the empire founded
by his father, he determined to risk its ruin rather
than secure the re-establishment of his brother. He
could not indeed prevent some of his chiefs, more loyal
than himself, from casting in their lot with Huméytn.
He wasted seven months at Agra. His longing to
return, added to the extreme heat of the climate,
brought on a severe attack of fever. When the
cessation of this enabled him to move, he returned
to Léhor, leaving his brother to meet the army with
which Shir Khén, after conquering the country below
and to the east of Agra, was now advancing against
him.

The result showed the short-sightedness of pure
selfishness. In the contest that followed, Huméytn
was totally defeated, and fled with a few faithful
followers to Léhor. His arrival at that city as a
fugitive caused the scales to fall from the eyes of
Kéimran. Far from lessening his danger by his selfish
conduct at Agra, he had increased it tenfold. Shir
Khén, he had information, was preparing to follow
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Huméytn into the Panjib. Instead of as at Agra
having against him only a pretender to the empire
occupying one of its provinces, and marching against
the acknowledged ruler of the remainder—that ruler
supported by himself—he had now to contend with
the master of Agra and Dehli—the lord of Hinddstén!
And on whose behalf was he to combat this invader?
On behalf of a man who, whether victorious or
defeated, would use the position of elder brother to
claim overlordship over, or to dispossess, himsgelf! In
this position he dreaded Humdydn even more than
Shir Khan. He loathed his very presence. Thus
circumstanced and thus cogitating, he resolved to en-
deavour, by the sacrifice of the Panjib, to secure at
least his rocky home. He therefore sent a messenger
to Shir Khén, now become Shir Shah, to treat for peace,
on the condition of his being allowed to retire across
the Indus. The condition was accepted, and Kdmran
retreated to Kébul. Humdyin, abandoned, fled by
way of Miltédn to Sind (1540).

The other brother, Hindal Mirza, of whom I have
already spoken as being in rebellion against Humdyn,
had, after the advance of Kdmrén into India, and his
occupation of Agra, made his submission, been par-
doned, had subsequently commanded the advanced
division of his brother’s army in the fatal battle of
Kan#oj, and at a later date had joined Humdyin in
his expedition to Sind. Here he quarrelled with him
because, on the occasion of a reception given by
his mother, Huméytn chose to fall in love with and
to betroth himself to a young lady, subsequently the
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mother of the illustrious Akbar. Hindal, whose
loyalty had previously been lukewarm, quitted his
brother, made a raid on Kanddhdr, and, having
gained the governor, Kardcha Khén, occupied that
fortress (October 1541) without striking a blow.

It may well be imagined that this high-handed pro-
cedure was by no means acceptable to the King of
Kébul. Kémran, on his arrival at his capital, had re-
nounced the nominal overlordship of his elder brother,
and had subsequently endeavoured by the conquest of
Baddkshdn to recoup himself for the loss of the
Panjab. He had just completed his operations in that
province, when intelligence reached him that his
fortress of 'Kandahdr had surrendered to his brother
Hindal. Without any delay he marched against the
place and blockaded it for six months. Then Hindal,
finding further defence impossible, surrendered it.
Kédmran bestowed the government of the town on his
brother Askari, and took Hindal with him as a
prisoner to Kdébul, but, subsequently pardoning him,
bestowed upon him the district of Jaldldbdd in
jaghir.

Meanwhile, Huméytn, baffled in all his plans,
having suffered privations of every sort in the inhos-
pitable deserts of Sind, having had born to him, when
a haphazard guest of a border chief, a son to whom he
could not offer even a hovel as a home, had resolved to
move on Kanddhar. He professed to invoke the com-
passion of his brothers, but it is probable he desired to
tempt the cupidity of Askari. Askari, however,
was loyal to Kdmrdn. This loyalty had previously
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prompted him to write letters to the Sind chiefs
urging the assassination of Huméyin. He now
marched with a force hoping to surprise that prince.
The latter had but just time to mount a horse, and
escape with his wife and some forty followers to
Her4t, then an appanage of Persia. The child,
deemed unable to bear the journey, was left to the
tender mercies of his uncles. Askari brought him
into Kandéhdr, and treated him with the care becoming
his position.

The power of Kdmrén, as King of Kébul, seemed
firmly established. It may be said, in general terms,
that excepting the territory formed hy a line drawn
from the westernmost point of the Herat district to
the westernmost point of Sistdn, the country called in
his time the kingdom of Kébul was similar in extent
to the Afghanistan of our own day. Shir Shdh had
crossed the Indus, and, as do the English now, had
occupied the country up to the passes. North of the
great range Kdmran held BAddkshén, and a strip of the
southern part of the territory now known as Afghén
Turkist4én. But Balkh and the northern part were in
the hands of the Uzbégs. His power seemed confirmed
by the fact that his eldest brother was a fugitive, his
only son in his hands; that his two other brothers
were serving, carefully watched, under his orders ; and
that he had suppressed a rebellion in B4d4ksh4n, occa-
sioned by his absence at Kanddhér, and that the
chief of that province was his prisoner.

But in those days to have a certain tenure of power
it was necessary that the ruler should combine in his

9



180 AFGHANISTAN.

own person a great many sterling qualities. To be &
good soldier was much, but it was not all. The
possession of a genial nature, of & strong and resolute
will ; of the power to impress that will upon others, to
think clearly, to strike promptly; of the keen insight
which marks on the instant the various currents into
which interest, fickleness, lust of power, are apt to
drive those around them ;—these are qualities which a
man in those days was bound to possess if he wished
to be perfectly secure,—which in those countries I
believe he is bound to possess now. Kdémrédn did not
possess them. Never was he less secure than when
apparently at the very height of his power.

Satisfied with his position as King of Kébul, he is
said from the time of his return from the second ex-
pedition to Bddakshdn to have given himself up en-
tirely to pleasure, to have paid little attention to the
concerns of government or to the complaints of his
subjects. Even such conduct in one whose character
commanded respect and affection, might in an Eastern
country have been passed over. But Kimrén’s was
.a curious, even a contradictory, character. Adored
when in adversity, attracting then men whom he had
previously repelled, he commanded, when in the full
enjoyment of power, neither respect nor affection.
Suspicious, jealous, unsocial, he did not seem to
possess then a single personal friend. Personally, his
courtiers disliked him ; they felt no pride in him as
their king and their lord, and the service they ren-
dered was a service inspired by fear and by interest
alone.



HUMAYUN AND KAMRAN. 131

When, therefore, Kémrén, formed by nature as I
have described him, relaxed his hold over public affairs
to give himself to voluptuous indulgence, he committed
one of those acts for which no subsequent vigilance
can atone. He must have had some dim consciousness
of this when he was awakened from his revels to learn
that his brother, Huméytun, bringing with him a
Persian army, led by the son of Shah Tahmasp, Mor4d
Mirza, was marching on his kingdom.

Kémrén’s first care was to secure the person of the
young prince, Akbar, in his capital. But before this
had been accomplished, he learned that Hum4ytn had,
after a siege of a few days, captured Bost, a fort at
the confluence of the Arghand-i4b and Helmand, and
that the garrison having joined him, he was pushing
on to Kand4har.

I have already stated that the Governor of Kan-
ddhar was Prince Askari, the brother of Kémran.
But he was likewise brother of Huméytn, and al-
though Askari had offended Huméytn in the grossest
manner, yet the fact that he had so injured him seemed
to point to the probability that so valuable a gift as
the delivery of Kandédh4r might be sufficient to atone
for the offence. Had Kémrén possessed a good army,
and had be been certain of his brother Askari, he
might, by acting promptly, have conjured the storm.
But his attention to pleasure had caused him to neg-
lect his war office, and he found himself unable to
raise a force which, unsupported, would have a chance
of meeting the Persians in the field.

But even then, provided Prince Askari would but

9
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hold out, the game was not up. Kémran had a small
force, a force which, so long as Kand4dhar should hold
out, might, well led, inflict great damage on the Per-
sians, and possibly compel them to retire. But here
came into play the jealous, suspicious temper of which I
have spoken : the terrible disadvantage to a man of not
having a single friend loving him for himself alone.
It was this * situation ’> which ruined Kémrén. Sus-
pecting everybody, he could not act at all. He adopted
the worst possible policy for a man in his position—the
policy of the mere watcher of the atmosphere.

Boldness would have served him far better. For it
happened that when Humdyin sat down before Kan-
déhér, he found he had a very difficult task before
him. The place was well fortified and well garrisoned.
Moreover, Prince Askari had made up his mind that
true policy counselled him to be faithful to Kémran.
He therefore defended the place with skill, with
vigour, and with such effect, that it is more than
probable that a demonstration on the part of Kémrén
would have forced Humdytn to retreat.

But Kdmran made no sign. It is certain that this
inactivity on his part inspired Humdytn, or one of the
able men to whom he gave his confidence, with the
brilliant idea of sending a special envoy to Kébul,
nominally to arrange terms with Kdmrén, really to
corrupt the most influential of his followers. The
nobleman selected for this delicate task was the most
famous, the most skilful, the most trusted, and the
most trustworthy of all the followers of Huméytn.
His name was Bahrdm Khén. He was a native of
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Baddkhshdn; was educated at Balkh; had entered
the army of Humdytin at the age of sixteen; had dis-
tinguished himself on many occasions no less by his
valour than by his unselfish devotion; had accom-
panied Humdytn through Sind and to Persia; had
won there the confidence of the Shah, who made him
a Khin; and had now returned with his master to
win back the kingdom of Kébul, and with it the
empire of Hinddst4n.*

Such was the man sent to Kdbul to prepare the way
for the coming of HumdyGn. The dexterity with
which he accomplished his mission was the greater,
because the object of it was suspected by Kédmran.
No sooner had he set foot in Kébul, than the king,
under pretext of doing him honour, placed confidential
persons to watch and to report upon his movements.
Considering the surveillance thus organised to be
sufficient, Kémrén placed no restriction as to the im-
portant personages whom the ambassador might desire
to visit. Bahrdm thus had opportunities of seeing the
young prince Akbar; prince Hindal, the brother ;
princes Yadgéar, Nasir, and Ulagh, the cousins of the
king ; prince Stlimédn and his son, the dispossessed
rulers of Bdddkhshdn, and others. He remained at
Kébul six weeks, and when he left he carried with him
the conviction that the hearts of the nobles of Kébul
had been won to his master, and that it needed only

® Vide the “ Ain-i-Akbari,” translated from the original Persian,
by Professor Blochmann, whose early death in the current year
is the severest loss Oriental literature has sustained: *The
conquest of India may justly be ascribed to Bahrim,” p. 315.



184 AFPGHANISTAN.

an important success, such as the capture of Kanddh4r,
to induce them to declare themselves.

During all this time Prince Askari had been true to
Kémrian. He had repulsed every assault, and he felt
confident that it needed but the appearance of that
prince to force the besiegers to retire.

It is probable that some dim conviction of the pos-

sibility of such a result at last forced Kédmrén to move
towards the beleaguered town. Had he set out before
Bahram Khén had visited K4bul, he would in all pro-
bability have succeeded. But he did not march until
after Bahrdm had assured the former enemies of
Humdyan of more than pardon, and had raised up
against Kdmrdn a most formidable party in his own
court.
This party manifested itself so openly, that Kémrén
found himself compelled to retrace his steps a very few
days after he had left Kébul. ¢ The thanes’ were
flying from him. Some of their foremost men,
amongst them his cousin Uligh Bég, reached the
camp of Humdyln, bringing with them letters of
adherence from many others. A Hazdra chieftain
about the same time openly declared for that prince.

The end was now approaching. Prince Askari,
deprived of all hope of assistance, reduced to his last
ration, after gallantly defending Kandéhér for five
months, was forced to surrender it. He had been
loyal to Kdmrédn. But it had been a loyalty based
upon a conviction that he had nought to hope for
from HumdytGn. It is probable, then, that the con-
sciousness of having deserved well of Kdmrén did not
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support him when, seated after his eapture in the
presence of Humdytn, there were shown to him, by
order of the conqueror, the papers in his own hand-
writing which contained the damning instructions to
murder him.

The capture of Kand4hér deprived Kémrén of his
last adherent. He had been forced to release, and to
send back to Bdddkshdn, the governor he had for-
merly dispossessed. His cousin, Y4dgir N4sir, es-
caped. Last of all, his brother Hindal, after playing
to him the part which Prince George of Denmark
played to James II., professing astonishment at the
abandonment one by one of his courtiers,—last of all,
Hindal left him to throw himself upon the mercy of
Humédytén. Then—and then only—was the work of
Bahrdm Khén complete.

Still, for a great man in his position, all was not yet
lost. He had possession: he had the capital: he had
troops. Treason had done much, but he was still ruler
in Kébul, lord also of Ghazni. His rivals, too, la-
boured under the enormous disadvantage of . having
conquered his own country with the aid of foreigners.
These foreigners were now becoming clamorous.
Humdyin endeavoured to appease them by making
over to them the spoils of Kandédhdr. But they had
ingisted upon having Kandédhér too, and they had
occupied it. Humdytn with his own personal follow-
ing was then in about as bad a position as it is possible
te conceive. He had taken a fortified town with the
aid of the Persians, and now the Persians had thrust
him out of it, and had warned him to betake himself to
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a convenient distance from its walls. But he had nei-
ther horses, nor baggage, nor money, nor equipment.
His following amounted to not more than five thou-
sand men. Under these circumstances the chances of
Kémran seemed still to be preferable.

So thought, at least, some of the nobles who had
deserted him for Humdytn, for they went back in
increasing numbers. In the councils of Humdytn
distracting counsels abounded. But they were all the
counsels of despair. There seemed no possibility to
advance, to retreat, to remain on the ground they then
occupied ; for the winter was upon them, and nearly
all the grain of the country had been consumed.

But when things were at their worst, fortune came to
befriend the eldest son of Bdbar. The Persian troops
who were garrisoning Herat had sold their horses
to some merchants on their way to India. The mer-
chants had picketed the horses outside the town.
Upon them Humdyin made a sudden and successful
raid. It was the only possible way of getting them,
for he had no money. His sense of justice induced
him, however, to give to the complaining merchants an
order in full of the value they placed on the horses,
payable ¢ when his affairs would permit’—a promise
which, if vague and unnegotiable, was, I believe,
redeemed in the end.

He had now horses. But to every other difficulty
previous existing was now added the necessity of pro-
viding fodder for those animals. All seemed dark
again. But, suddenly, at the very crisis of his fate,
the Persian prince who commanded in Kandéhér,
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Prince Mahammad Mor4d, died. The presence of this
prince, the son of the Shah, had alone prevented
Hum4ytn, at an earlier date, from attempting to sur-
prise Kanddhdr. And now this obstacle had disap-
peared. He was not the man to forego the opportunity.
By means of an ingenious stratagem he procured
entrance for some of his soldiers into the town ; then,
after a sharp tussle with the Persian garrison, he
captured it.

Having now a base of operations, he resolved to act
as Kdmrén should long before have acted—to move
forward. The route by Kalat-i-Ghilzai and Ghazni
was not open to him, those places being held for Kédm-
rén. But, winter though it was, he followed the course
of the Helmand to its source in the Koh-i-Béba.
Turning then eastward, he marched on Kébul.*

Kémran, rousing himself from his fatal stupor, had
repaired the fortifications of the capital, and now
at the head of from eighteen to twenty thousand
men marched with confidence to annihilate the five
thousand his brother was leading against him. He
had sent on a party to occupy the Khimir Pass—
the approach to Kabul; but either the detachment was
not strong enough, or it was badly commanded, for
HumdyGn not only forced it, but cleared the defile of
Khwéja Pushteh.

The capture of this strong pass was fatal to Kdm-
rén. His nobles began to desert him in shoals. He
stood still and let them go. Hehad, even yet, a chance

* By Tir{ and Ytrat Shékh Ali in the territory of Paghmén and
Arkandi. * Erskine’s History of India,” vol. ii. p. 322-3.

‘N
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of wvictory if he would but attack. But he would not
take it. Again his guspicious temper got the better of
him. Fearing to trust any one, he sent in abject terms
to treat with his brother. But Humdytn, suspecting
that he only cared to gain time, advanced with
seven hundred lancers towards his camp. This bold
forward action decided Kéamrén. Abandoning his
army, he promptly retreated into the citadel of Kébul.
Then, as soon as night fell, taking with him his son,
his wife, and his family, he rode for Ghazni. Refused
admittance into that town, he made for Hazéra, and
ultimately took refuge in Sind. For the moment he
had lost a kingdom,

Only, however, for the moment. It is true that the
entire kingdom of K4bul submitted to Humdyin. He
and his brother had changed conditions. He was now
the crowned monarch; his brother, the houseless
wanderer. But misfortune had not crushed the am-
bition that ruled in the heart of Kémrén, whilst ad-
versity had stimulated his energies. He was still a
watcher of the atmosphere, not as before in dread, but
in hope. He was watching an opportunity.

I have said that he had taken refuge in Sind.
There he had been well received by Shah Hiaéa
Arghin, the ruler of upper and lower Sind, 8 man of
great talent and sagacity, to whose daughter he had
been for some time hetrothed. He used the eccasion
of his exile tp marry her. It was one of the wisest
aots of his life. She was a noble woman, a sound
counsellor in prosperity, a faithful friend in adversity.
She is known in history as Chiichak Bégam.
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The opportunity for which Kémrén was waiting
came soonmer than might have been anticipated.
Shortly after having been acknowledged lord of Kébul,
Hum4ytn had set out for Baddkhshdn to recover that
tributary province, which, during the conflict between
himself and Kémrén, had been seized by their former
ruler, his cousin, Mirza Silimdn. Humdytn conquered
Sdlimén ; then, the better to consolidate the province
and its outlying dependencies, he remained three or
four months in the country ; subsequently, to complete
his object, he resolved to winter in Kila-Zefer, north of
the Koh-i-B4b4 range. He was approaching that place
when he was attacked by a dangerous illness. So
serious was the attack, that for four days his life was
despaired of. On the fifth the erisis took a favourable
turn, and he recovered.

This was the opportunity that came to Ké&mran.
His brother’s absence beyond the great range—his
dangerous illness—the chances of his death! Could
fortune have been more kind? By the aid of his
father-in-law, he raised a thousand chosen horse, and
set out for Ghazni. On his way he plundered some
Afghén horse-dealers of their horses, which, by giving
to many of his men a led horse in addition to those
which they bestrode, enabled them to proceed faster.
Sending on trusty agents ahead, he was able to
communicate with those well affected to him in Ghazni,
and, by their aid, to seize that fortress before the
governor had any tidings of his approach. Hereplaced
the governor, whom he killed, by an adherent of his
own; then, delaying not an hour, he pushed oun for
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Kébul. Again, preceding the news of his arrival, he
surprised that city, put the governor to death, and
captured the citadel. In it he found, with some other
members of his brother’s family, the young prince
Akbar.

Again, then, was Kémran lord of Ké4bul! Such
was the intelligence which reached Humdydn just at
the time when, having shaken off his fever, he had
been able to resume horse exercise. It was a blow—
the heavier for having been totally unexpected and
therefore totally unprovided for. Not Humdydn alone
had left his child and family in the capital. Many of
his nobles—the men who had deserted Kémrén to join
him—had done the same. The love of wife and of
child is a passion with almost all races, but more
especially with the Oriental. Humdytn felt in-
stinctively that he had to meet a crisis requiring all
his nerve, all his decision—and above all—all his
influence with his wild following.

Humdytn differed in this respect from Kémrén,
that he possessed under all circumstances the divine
power of attaching others to himself—for himself.
No man at that epoch had more devoted friends.
It was this rather than his moral power—for naturally
he was indolent and wanting in energy—which stood
him in stead on this occasion. He had the sense to
allow himself to be guided by capable men.

Under their advice he was equal to the occasion.
Notwithstanding the fact that it was winter, that he
was severed from Kdbul by the snows of the Hindd
Kish, he resolved to act at once. Concluding then a
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treaty with Mirza Sdlimén, in virtue of which Silimén
was to hold Bdddkhshdn as his own, recognising only
the overlordship of Humdytn, he marched at once
from Kila-Zefer in the direction of Kdbul. On reach-
ing Té4lik4n, on the river Ferkhér, he was detained
several days by the violence of the rain and snow.
When the storm abated, he succeeded in making his
way to Kindaz.* Here he experienced the misfortune
of being deserted by many of his nobles, those es-
pecially whose families were in Ké4bul, and who pro-
bably deemed that the chances were in favour of
Kamrdn. Humdytn stayed here for some days, re-
freshing and encouraging his troops ; then, casting his
future fate on the hazard of the die, risking his all on
the success of his advance, he moved forward by way
of Chahédrddr across the passes. The difficulties he
experienced were enormous. The roads were blocked
up with snow, and it was necessary to ram this down
into a hard surface. Even then the energies of man,
of horse, of camel, were tried, as they rarely had been
tried before. But, as usual, the aphorism, that difficul-
ties however enormous are still only obstacles to be
overcome, proved its truth. The defiles and the passes
of the Kara Koh were conquered, and Humdytin found
himself and his followers at Saighén, still indeed on
the northern side of the Hindd Kish, but in a good
position to move on the capital.

How had Kémrén been employing the long interval?

* K6ndtz is an important town, due north of Kdbul, lying in
86° 50' N. 69°10' E. It possesses an earthern fort and about
1,500 inhabitants. It is in Afghén Thrkistén.
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In a military point of view, Kdmrén had done all that
man could do. He had raised troops, fortified the
passes, and had been unsparing in his attempts to gain
over the influential men of the country. He employed
but two methods—intimidation and interest. To those
who had been false to him before, he showed no mercy.
Death in every varied form of cruelty was their lot.
But some very considerable men he gained over.
Prominent amongst the ablest of his earlier supporters
was Shir Ali, a nobleman possessing alike influence
and military skill.

Between Huméytn and the capital by the direct
road there now lay the Abdéreh defile leading to Zohék,
thence by a pass through the Koh-i-Bab4 to Chardéh,
Ghorband, and Chérikdr; from Chérikdr by way of
Istélif to Kabul. To check his advance Kdmran sent
a force under Shir Ali. Unluckily the force Shir Ali
took with him was too small, and the defile was forced
in spite of him. But being a capable officer, and well
acquainted with the country, he made his way by a
circuitous path to the northern entrance of the defile,
and passing through it, fell with considerable effect
upon the rear of the invaders. Humdydn, notwith-
standing, pushed on to Chérikdr. His position even
there seemed so hopeless as to cause dismay amongst
his followers, and many of them, including a cousin of
his own, abandoned him and fled to Kdbul. Humdyn,
in this extremity, held a council of war. The pro-
verbial issue was the result of its debates. The council
decided not to attack Kébul at once, but to occupy
a position below it where supplies would be abundant.
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This plan was about to be put into execution, when
Huméytn, acting probably on the entreaties of a
trusted friend, countermanded it. The avoidance of
an immediate attack, and the taking up of a position
below Kébul, would, he was assured, induce amongst his
followers the impression that he was about to abandon
the capital and march on Kand4hér, still held for
him by the faithful Bahrdm Khén. He therefore
pushed on for Kébul.

Kémrdn was waiting for him within the city. It is
difficult to assign a reason for his inaction. In his
case boldness would have been prudence, and he might
have used his superior force with much advantage in
the passes north of the city. But he preferred to wait
for his brother. As soon, however, as Huméydn’'s
forees descended from Istdlif, and had reached Deh-
Afghénan, one of the outlying suburbs of the city,
he sent his best general, Shir Afkan, at the head of
his best troops, to attack him. A hard-fought action
followed. At first the soldiers of Kéamrdn were
successful, but an unexpected attack in their flank
at a critical period of the day proved fatal, and
in the end they fled in disorder. Their leader, after
displaying great courage, was taken prisoner, and
beheaded on the field of battle. HumAytin pressed
his advantage, captured the outer inclosure of the
city, and planted his artillery on the hill which
commanded the town.

Kémrén made a gallant defence. The fortifications
were in good order, his soldiers were well trained, and
he knew well that the sword was suspended over his
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own head. Several of his sorties were successful;
others failed. Still the besiegers made no progress.
Ag the siege continued, however, scarcity began to
prevail. Then—the certain test of the curremt of
public opinion—desertions began to take place.
Cruelties perpetrated on both sides embittered the
contest. And when HumdytGn put to death in the
presence of both parties the prisoners he had taken
from a sallying party, Kdmrédn retaliated by the per-
petration of atrocities so horrible that the pen refuses
to record them. It is said also that he caused his
nephew Akbar, the son of Humdytn, to be exposed
on the part of the wall where the fire was the hottest.

Atlast even Kdmrén became convinced that further
resistance was becoming impossible. Food was not to
be obtained, and the blockade was complete. He sent
then the most submissive letters to his brother, im-
ploring forgiveness, and full of promises of faithful
service for the future. Humdydn was inclined to be
merciful, to accord to him a frank and free pardon.
But his trusted councillors saw too clearly how dan-
gerous a subject a forgiven rebel—especially a rebel
possessing the selfish and ambitious character of K4m-
ran—would become. They worked at the same time
upon Kémrin—warning him of the danger of trusting
to the pardon of his brother, urging him to escape,
and promising to ensure his safety. Their artifice
produced the effect they desired. Despairing of his
future should he fall alive into the hands of Hum4ytn,
Kémrén, on a very dark night, 27th of April 1547,
left the citadel by a breach opened in the wall, tra-
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versed the trenches,®* and made his way to the moun-
tains on foot.

He was pursued. Regarding the name of the pur-
suer, historians are at variance. Some say his brother
Hindal; others, H4ji Mahammad, an old Moghol
nobleman whom he had’ known in his infancy. All
accounts agree in stating that the pursuer overtook
the fugitive ascending the mountains overlooking
Kébul, and let him go. The most dramatic story is
that which affirms that H4ji Mahammad was the
pursuer. He overtook Kdmrin, and was about to
seize him, when the prince exclaimed : * Go and boast
to your father that it was I who slew him.” The
brave heart of the man who had been a devoted servant
of Babar shrank from the implied reproach contained
in the speech. He turned at once homewards.

Again were the positions of the two brothers re-
versed. Humdytin was lord of Kébul, Kémran was a
fugitive. Humdytan’s first act was to give up the
city, which had resisted him, for one night to plunder.
He likewise punished some of his brother’s more in-
fluential adherents. After these preliminaries he began
to devote himself to the duties and indulgences of a
king in his own capital. But from this pleasant life
he was very soon roused, first mildly, if disagreeably ;
a little later far more roughly.

The indefatigable Kédmrdn was again the cause.

* Tt is said that HumAyin's two trusted councillors, Karicha
Khén and Muséhib Bég, who had given to Kdmrén the advice re-
corded in the text, had arranged that he should traverse the lines
of the besiegers in safety.

10
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We left that prince ascending, on a very dark night,
a solitary fugitive, the mountains overlooking Kébul.
He made his way to the neighbourhood of Istalif to a
point where he had desired his most trusted adherents
to meet him. But not one of them was to beseen. Un-
daunted, he pushed on, attended by but one follower,
by the Senjed valley. On his way he was seized by a
party of Hazdras. One of them recognising him, took
him to their chief, who brought him by way of Zohdk
to Bdmidn, and there left him. At B4midn he was
joined by some of his trusty adherents, conspicuous
among whom were Shir Ali and Mirza Bég, and he
goon found himself at the head of a body of a hundred
and fifty horse. With this force, small as it was, he
hoped to be able to do some business. Accordingly
he marched upon Gori—a town lying nearly due south
of Ktndiz, and on the road to Bdddkhshin—and
though its governor, who had with him a garrison of a
thousand horse and three hundred foot, refused him
admittance, Kdmran succeeded in enticing him outside
the walls, and, by a display of the most daring courage,
in defeating him and capturing the town. He found
it full of matériel of all sorts. Leaving Shir Ali to
guard Gori, Kdmrén pushed on with a force now con-
siderably augmented into Bdddkhshdn, in the hope of
persuading the governor, Mirza Stlimén, to espouse
his quarrel. But rebuffed by him, he turned off to
Balkh to implore the aid of the hereditary enemies of
his family, the Uzbég Ttrks.

This was the intelligence which brought the first
symptoms of disquietude to Humdydn. It did not
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much trouble him. It was a movement, he thought,
which might be crushed by prompt action on his part.
He accordingly sent one of his most trusted chiefs, the
Kardcha Khén already spoken of, with a sufficient
force to drive out the intruder.

Karécha Khén acted with promptitude and skill.
He marched straight on Gori, and laid siege to it.
Shir Ali defended it with great obstinacy for a con-
siderable time; but at last, finding it impossible to
prevent it from falling into the enemy’s hands, he sud-
denly evacuated it with his whole force, and retired in
the direction of Balkh.

His protracted defence of Gori had well served his
master’s cause. It had given time to Kamran, not
only to gain the Uzbég chiefs, but to induce him to
put into the field a powerful force on his behalf. Shir
Ali, retreating on Balkh, fell back on this force. With
it he returned to Gori. Kéamrén easily recovered
Gori; then advancing in the direction of Kinddz, took
B4ghlin and menaced Biddkhshan.

Prince Hindal was governor of Kiunddz. On the
first intimation of the movement of the Uzbég Tirks
in favour of K4mrén, he had effected a junction with
Kardcha Khdn, and this general had been joined by
the troops of Bdddkhshdn under Mirza Sidlimén.
But the three united forces were too weak to meet the
daily increasing army of Kédmrdn. Hindal, then,
threw himself into Ktindaz; Karécha Khan returned
to Kébul for reinforcements; the Mirza withdrew into
Bdddkhshén to defend the passes leading into that
province.
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This was the second and more disagreeable awaken-
ing of Humdytn. It roused him thoroughly. At the
very first news of the danger, and before Karicha
Khén had returned, he levied his army and marched
northwards. He had reached Ghorband when he met
his general and his following in so destitute a condition
that it was necessary for them to return to Kabul to
refit. Huméyin moved his force to the north-east, to
Galbehdr in the Kohistdn district, to enjoy the
pleasures of the chase till Kardcha Khén should return.
When that event happened the season had advanced
too far, and the passes were closed. Huméytn at-
tempted them, but without success. He returned,
baffled, to Kabul, leaving time to Kdmran to carry out
his operations against Baddkhshén.

The tide of fortune was now running strongly in
favour of that prince. In vain had Mirza Swlimén
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