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PREFACE.

Smearr after the comcludon of the late waz, the anthor of the fallewing work
revcoved to the wity of Washington, where be remded severs] youre.  Mb silus-
tion brought him into fumiiler intereourss with many respectabis, and soms dls-
tinguisghed parsone, who had been maporisied with ‘Washinglon; snd he ides op
eurved to him of sttampting io compile a Life of the Fathar of hls Cousiry,
whieh might possibly address itself to the popualar feeling more directly than eey
ony hltherto sttermpted.  'Wilh this object in view, he took svery oosmslon 10
gthor information concerning his private iife and domestic habits from soek
mourewd us could be relied on g0 suthentie.

Though 1he work has been Iomg delsynd, the desgn has ever bien re-
Usapwisheul. But subwequent rellaviion bis Induced him to aiter kv origined |-
towtlon, by nitempting to adept 1 to the uen of schools, 204 penarally bo that
choos of ronders who have wsither the masas of purchasing, nor the lelsere to
ried, n larger sud seove sxpensive book, It appasred to him, (hat the Nfe of
Washington furnished an invajushle mors] sxample to the youth of his sountry
and that ite introdurtion to their noties could not but be useful i the risdng
genaration of his eountrymen, by holding up to their vigw, the charsoter and
aetlons of & wan whose pablic And priveie vivtwes squalty farnish the sohiest 2o
wall w tha mfist objects for their guide | ad Imitation,

18 suapiling chls work, the writer has availed himastf of slt the souross of In-
Sorsantion withis his teash ; and though possssad of materials for & muek larger
o0, haw eonipreesad them in & manner which, it is boped, will bring It within
Gt reehs of thoee be whomn Jt fa pecutiarly addressed, Much of the infwmation
ontaruing the privste Ufe ok babits of 'Waskington, ws devived from the is-
Sermation of his eontemposariss thes living, Wt moet of them Bow o more,
andl froms the taeaue afforded by the prevent most sctimably lady whi b now in
pomesplon of Mowst ¥ermen.

In detniling the eveisis of the Revohution, the writer'has principely ssnmliod
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the pulile snd priveie ettirs of Wahington, which have Jong bums befoye the
wirhl, as the reost vogurstionable suthonities ; though it yaust be obvioms, et
» work dad for the pury i has ed, mus ily be condloed %0
thows WDOT0 cORMTUIMTA #renla, b whieh Washingtoo was bhimeelf pevscaally
wngaged, cxotpt T 0 Car s 2 ¥ o tha He has
4 chtsog has nuthority om every L wnch o oowrns would, he
thought, interfere with (he uses for whach the work wey ntaded, by presoting
fumal | but hus den may be smuted, that be has Inseriad
nothing which he diws oot baliere to be trar, and for which, of nscemary, he
samnol produee tho suthorsty of bletory, of Wahington himuself, or of uo-
doubted tradrons.

Im & work nddvessed Lo the youth, and to the popular fedilog of hiz emrutry,
% A . 1f NoL skeolutely ¥y io the p of the wfter,
to plase the sctlons of Waskington before the reader 1 & Dasboer the Wore
stroogly 1o alfewt Nin rowsoft 32 woll da hus lom, amd to ¥
with reflvet) : o Imp mw;-nhmmmm
H‘M!‘dhnafhul:my His dowre was to cubst their afféctionp=do sall
farh cheir love, as wel! oy Fetiaration, for mmumm@mﬁ-
ant seticms e has atiempiad 1o delloeats § admndﬂ[h.tlm

Y Y

Xawr 1p that forlings of natury thon to the luﬂqmgmggn.




LIFE OF WASHINGTON.

CHAPTER 1.

Introduelion. Birth of Washington. Deseription of his Blrik-plase. OF the
Howse In which bo was borp.  Some Partieulary of lug exty Educstion. Iie
Father. HonMother. Hiafirat, 3, and laet Teach Exriy Mifitnry
Proy Charucter st School, s & gth and Activity. Aneclete.
Bevomes Surreyar to the Estate of Lord Furfax. Anecdow of thel Noble-
mik.  Recerves a Mudshopman’y Warrant. 11t Mdstary Btudles.

THaERE ia 5o lagacy more pracious to youth than memorials of
groat and virtuous men ; nor is there any thing whish confers
more lasting renown on a nation, fhan the fortnuate cirewm-
stance of having produosd a ctizen whose rare virtuse and i~
lastrious sctions unite the suffrages of mankind in all ages in
his favour, and consecrate him an one of the chossn modele of
the buman race. His country and his coontrymen equally
partske in the bepefits of ks services and the glory of his ae=
tionw; por s there one of hia fellow-citizens throughout afl
posterity, however humble may be hwn station, that will not in
some degree he exmobled by an association with his name.
He becorses the great Iandmark of his conntry; the pillar on
wehich 1s recorded her claim to wn squality with the illnstrioos
nations of the world; the example to sll secossimg gensen-
ticas; and there ix no trait which e0 strongly murke s de=
generate race an an indifference to his fame end ki vivines.
Buch was the man whose life 1 have undertaken to write;

“‘W’*““‘”"W‘@N-EMWMUP

mnqnimﬂle of the historian or hiogrs
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these record his virines and his morvices, they can do litile to
perpetuate hie fame, which 10 inseparable from hisnative land.
He who, by the general sulfrage of his fellow-citizens, is hail-
¢d as the FaTeii oF #1s CouxTar, needs no otler mono-
ment. His memory will last as long ar the country endures,
and the pame of Washington be co-existent with that of the
Jard he redeemed from bendage.

Not for hir nake, therefore, but for the youth of my country
have I commenced this andertaking, I wished, if posaible, {o
place before oor children the charucter and actions of one, the
contemplation of whowe virtucs and services cannot but in-
spire them with nuble seuliments, and a high regard to their
pablic and private duties. Inno wge or country has there
ever arisen a man who, equally in private am 1n publie life,
presented so admirable a model to every class and condition
of meukind. The most hamble citizen of the United Btutea
may copy hie private virtuen, and the most lofty and magnani-
moun epirit cannot propose to itself a more noble object of
ambition than to aapire to an imitation of hie public services.
In contemplating sucl a character, our children will equally
acquire & reverence for virtue, and a sacred devotion {o the
obligations of citizens of a free state.

Groper WASHINGTON was born in the parish of Washing-
ton county of Westmoreland, and siate of Virginia, the
twonty-second of Febroary, 1732, and waa the youngest won
of Angustin Washington and Mary Ball, his second wife. He
descendad from John Washington, a native of Faogland, who
emigrated to this comntry sometime between the yewrs 1650
and 1656, and settled at Pope's Creek, where be married a

# The Brat Wishington describes himself in hiswill as * John Wahington, of
the parish of Waalungton™ 1t 1 dated Oct. 28, 1675,
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daaghter of the gentieman from whom the styeem devives its
BATOE,

Although it is of litile consequence who were the distant
ancestors of & man who, by common consent, is hailed as the
Father of his Country, yet any particnlars coneerning his family
cannot bat be a anbject of curiosity. In all my general read-
ing 1 have only chancad to meet with the name of Washington
three or four times in the early history and literature of Eng-
iand. In the diary of Flias Ashmole, founder of the Ashmo-
lean, Museum, are the following entrien : —

* June 12th, 1645. I entered on my command as comptrol-
ler of the ordnance.”

% June 18th, 1 received my commission from Colonel Wash-

Humse, in his acconnt of the wiege of Bristol, has the follow-
ing passage :-—* One party led by Lord Grandison was beaten
off und its commander mortally wounded. Ancther, com=
dected by Colonel Bellasin, mot with a like fate. But Wash-
fngton, with a less party, finding a place in the curtain
weaker than the rest, broke in, and quickly made room for
the horse to follow.” This was in 1643. Five years after-
wards, that deladed monarch, Charlea 1., suffered the jot
consequences of his offences against the majesty of the
people of Epgland, and from that timo the cause of roy-
alty appesred dseperate. The more distinguished and ob-
noxjons adherents of the Gtoarts exiled themselves in foreign
Jands, and the date of the empposed arrival of the first ‘Wash-
ington in Virginia, accords well with the supposition that he
may have been the same person mentioved by Ashmole and
Hame. In an old collection of poeiry, by Sir John Menzies
and others, there is a fine copy of verses to the memory of Mr.

‘Washington, page o the king, who died in Spain. In the year
A S
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1640, Willism Legge, Earl of Darimonth, marriod Elisaheth,
daughier of Sir ‘William Washington. Bt the name ani
fimfly of Washington are now extinet in ¢ha land of our fore-
Mibetw, When General Washington was abont making his
will, be caneed inquiries to be iostifoted, being dewivens to
Jeavs some memorisl t0 all his relationn, Tha result wae »
omviction thet nose of the family existed in that country.—
Put the topic 1s rather corious then important. The subject of
this bography could receive little additional dignity through s
drscont from the most iiostrons families in Christendom. Heo
slands alone in the pure atmosphere of his own glory. He
darived no title to honours from his ancesiry, and left no
ckild but his country to inherit his fame,

The house in which Washiegten was born stood about half
amile from the junction of Pope’s ('reek with the Potomae,
%ad was either burned or puited down long previous fo the
Revclotion. A few scanty relics alope remzin to mark the
wpot which will ever bo sacred in the eyes of posterity. A
elamp of 0ld decayed fig trees, probably ooeval with tie taam-
slon, yet exists; a number of vines, and shrobe, snd fiowers
st} re-produce themselves every year, ns if o mark iie sifs,
snd fivurish among the hallowed ming; and a stone, placed
there by Mr. George Washington Costis, bears the simple in-
scription, “Here, on the 1l1th of February, (0.8.) 1732,
Goorge Washington waas born.”

‘The wpot is of the despest mtereat, not only from ita associ-
stitms, but it natural beanties. It coonmands o view of the
Maryland shore of the Potomac, one of the most majestic of
rivers, and of its course for many miles towards Cheanpeake
Bay. An aged gentlemay, still liviog in the neighboarhood,
remembors the house in which Washington was bom, It
was & low-pitohed, single-atoried, frame hailding, with fear
rocumy on the fret floor, and au encrmons chimney ab apsh
end on the outside. This wan the style of the betber wort of
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lumsos in fhome days, and Shey are #iill Qeomiopally seey jp
&he old scttlements of Virginin

Bach i the brief sketch of the hirth-place of 8 man who was
destined to carry 10 & sucoossful msue those grest principles of
liberty, which, after haviug resulted in a Jugree of happinem
axd prosperity hitherto unparalleled in the history of mpe-
kind, are now spreading afac into the remoto regions of the
eurth, and ssem fated t0 work a universal revolution. Lot my
young resder bear in mind that it wan not in s palace, in the
midat of the splendours of royalty, that a child was bhom,
with whose first breath tha futtre destinies of millions of the
buman race were to be inseparably associated, and whose vip=
tuew were to redeem his country from = long-contisued vage
salage. It was in the house of a private men, hke that they
themselves inhabitf, he first saw the lLight; sed it was by the
aid alone of such advantages s are within the reack of them
all, that he qualified himself, not only to become the foture fa~
ther of his country, bul to exhibit to tha world ons of the
purest models of privete excellence, that the history of na-
tions presents o the imitation of mankind. The contempla-
tion of such an illustrious example will go far to dixsolve
thoss long-cherished delunions, created and fostered by ealy
impressions, and the almostf universal tendency of hookw, which
have implanted in their minds & conviction that rank, apd
birth, and wealth, and power are indispensable requisites o
great virtues and glorious actions.

The aged neighbour and cotemporary of Washington, from
whom I have derived the preceding description of the houss
of hiv mativity, remembers to have heard that at the time of
his birth be was very large; and the uniform testimony of
thoss 'who Imew Lim proves, that in his youth, manhood, and
even his declining years, be was dwhnguished, vot only for his
vigour, activity, and hardihood, but for an sdventurous, reso-
lnte, and ardent spirit. His father, Angustin Washington, died
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when be was searcely tem years old, leaving him £ the eard
of hia mother, who survived a long time, and lived 0 sos har
avourite won hailed by a grateful people as their deliverer.

Bot young as 'was Washington at the decease of his father,

itis stated, on the anthority of the rector of the parish of
Mount Vernon, that he lived long enough to implapt in his
heart the seeds of virtzous principles, which, falling on & rich
soil, grew up in time to & glorione maturity. The virtoes of
truth, justice, and libernlity, mont especially, were early im-
pressed on his youthful mind, by examples and illostrations,
and the principles of religion inenleated with his earlismt
Jesmons. From all that is remembered of Angustin Washing-
ton, he appears $0 have been m good man, worthy of wach a
woz.,
The mother of Washington, on, whom the care of bring-
ing him up devolved on the death of hin father, in deseribed to
me, by those who kuew her well, a8 & woman of ordinary
stature, once a Lelle and beanty in that part of Virginia cal-
led the Northern Neck. High-spirited, yet of great mimplicity
of manners, uncommen strength of mind, and decision of
character, whe exacted great deference from her wsons, of
whom George was the favourite. The only weakness in her
character wan an excessive fear of thunder, which originated
in the melancholy death of a yonng female friend, who was
strock dead at her eide by lightning, when Mr. Washipgion
vwas about fifteen years old.

The same inflexible regard fo the performance of thoee
ordivary duties of life, on which so much of our own hap-
piness and that'of others depends; the same strict puncteadity
in keeping her word, and discharging all the obligations of
justice, by which Washington was distinguished, characterized
his mother. There wan a plain honeaty and troth about her
peculiar fo that age, and which has been ill-exchanged for
emnpty professions and outward polish. Asn pative of Vir-
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gizin, sho was hospitable by birthright, and slwaya received
her vivitors with a smiling welcome. Bot they were never
asked to stay but once, and she always speeded the parting
guast, by affording every facility in her power. he posscssed
all those domestic hebits and qnalities that confer value on
woman, but had no desire to be dwtinguished by any other
titles than those of & guod wife and mother. She was once
present, and occupied the seat of honour, at a ball given to
‘Washington at Frederickaburg, while in the full measore of
Yis weil-earned glory, and when mwe o'clock came, maid to

. him with perfect simplieity, ¢ Come, Cleorge, 1t ia time to go
hm-"

Thoogh the enrly years of Washington are shrouded in the
miste of time, T have been enabled, through the kindoess of
one, whose modest and retiring dignity would scarcely for-
give me were I t0 mention her name, to commumicate some
interesting particulars of hin course of domestic dincipline, It
will appear from these, that the fose of nne parent was amply
supplied by the well-dirrcted coren of nnother, and that he
derived his charecter from the purest fountaing of piety snd
wisdom.

I have now before me & vencrablo volume, printed in the
year 1625, entitled, “ Cuntemplations, Moral and Divipe, by
Sir Matthew ITale, late (‘mef-justico of the Court of King's-

,'t in which 18 written, with her own band, the name of
# Mary Washington.™ Itbears the appearance of frequent use,
and particnlar chapters are designated by marke of reference,
It is the volume from ‘which the mother of Washington was
accustomed to read daily lessons of prety, morality, and wis-
dom ¢ ber children, The value of wuch a relic cannot be
better set forth than in the language which aceompanied ite
transmission; and I can only devoutly hope that the hale
lowed sanctoary of Mount Veruon may ever contimue to be
possenved by such kindred spirits as the writer of that letter.
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“] beg it may be curefelly preserved and refnrned, ss one
of the family beir-loomns which better feelinge than pride wonld
retain for fotare genvrations to look on, even should thay not
sndy it. There is something in a reverence for religion
favoarable to s virtuons character; and that reverence v in
sorne measure kept alive by looking on a family Bible, and
wolid works of divinity, which have descended from pest
generstions. ‘We associate with them recollections of anoos-
tral virtues, and when family tmdition aswures us they were
the counsellors of past days, there s n fovling of €he heart
which tarns to them in time of trial, and makes it good, I,
think, to leave them au homourable station, aw friends 4p
those that have gone before, and those who shall come after
us, 0 speak in the canse of truth when we shall sleep in the
grave.”

I whall make rotme eatracte from sach p niions of this book
as appear 1o Lave been mowt used, not only because they con-
tain the fiuert leswons of mety, morahty, and wwdom, but
mont especiaily becawse 1 thiuk the e o of Washington’s
character may be traced n the prmeiplen nud practice they so
eloyuently inculeate. One of il chapters which appsars to
have been selected aw an ordipary leason, and marked for that
purpese in the toble of contents, in denvminated *‘ The Great
Audit,” and seems to me to contain as much troe wisdom as
was ever embodied in the same compass. | whall extract those
parts which most singularly asmmilate with the character of
Waghington, in order that my youthfal reade+s may see whence
it was that, in all probability, the Father of his Country des
rived hie principles of action, and, if posaille, imitate his vir-
taes.

% An touching my conscience, and the light thow hast given
tre in it, T have been very jealoun of wounding, or grieving, or
discouraging, or deadening it. I have therefore chosen rather
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to foster thet which seetned bat indilferent, lest there shouid
be sompwhat in it that might be usefol; and wonld mther
gratify my conscience with being too scrapulous than dis-
please or disqgniet it by heing tov venturous. 1 have wtill
ahoeen, therefore, what might be probably iawful, than to do
what might possibly be unlawful: because, though I eould
not err in the former, I might in the Intter. 1f thingw were
disputable, whether they might be done, I rather choss to for-
bear, becanse the lawfulnees of my forbearauce was ungoee-
tionable.

¢ Touching human prudence and anderstanding wn affairs,
and dexterity in the arranging of them : I have ¢ver been care-
fal {0 mingle justice and honesty with my prudeace, nod kave
always esteemed prodence, actanted by ijnstice sud faleity,
the arrantest and most deviliah practice in the world, because
it prostitutes thy gift to the service of hell, and mingles &
bheam of thy divine excellence with an extract of the dewil's
farnishing, making s man g0 much the worse by how much be
in wiser than others.

#1 alwaya thought that wisdom which, in a tradesman or
a politician, was mingled with decert, falmty, and injustice,
deserved the ssme name, only the Iatter in sy muoch the worwe,
bacanse if ir of the more public and geuneral conceroment.
Yet because I have often cbaerved great employments, espe-
cially in public affaire, are sometimes under great temptations
of mingling too much craft with prudence, and then to mis-
call 1t policy, I have, an much es may be, avorded such tempéa-
tions, and if I have met with them, 1 have resolutely rejected
them.

&7 have always observed that honesty and plain-dealing in
transactions, as well pablic s private, 1 the beat and sound-
est prodeace and policy, and commonly, at the long-ran, over-
matcheth craft and sabtlety. And more advantege is derived
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from possessing the confidence of mapkind, that can ever be
made by decs ving them.

*‘Ag human prudence is abused if mingled with falsity and
deceit, though the end be over o good, vo it is mnch more de~
based if directed tc m bad end, to the dishonour of thy namse,
the oppression of thy people, the corrupting thy worship or
trath, or to practice any injustice fowards any peraon.

# 1t hath been my care as pot to err in the manner, #0 vei-
ther in the end of the exercising of thy providemce. I have
ever enteemed thy prudence best employed when it wes exer-
cised in the preservation and sapport of thy truth,in contem~
ning, discovering, and disappointing the derigns of evil and
treacheroun men, in delivering the oppressed. in rigliting the
injured, in preventing of wars and dincords, in preserving the
public pexce snd tranqguiility of the people whers I live, and
in all those offices Iaid vpon me by thy providence, wnder
every relation.

“ When my end was monst unqrestionably good, I ever then
took most heed that the means were snitable and justifiuble.
Becanse the beiter the end was, the more sasily are we cozen-
ed into the use of jll means to effect it. We are too aptto
dwpenee with oumelves in the practice of what is amims, in
order to the sccomplishment of an end that is good; 'we are
apf, while with great inteoseness of mind we gaze upon the
end, not to take care what course we take so we attain it;
ard we are apt to think that God will diepense with, or at
least overlook the mincarriages in our ettempts, if the end be
good.

“ Bocause many times, if not moet times thy name and
hononr do more sulfer by attempting s good end by bad means,
than by attempting both a bed end, and by bad means. For
bad enda are suitphle to had meana; they are alike—wad it
doth not immediately as such concern thy honour. But every
thing that is good hath somewhat of thee in it, thy nnme, snd
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thy pature, and thy honont iz written uponit; and the blemish
that is cast apon i, is, in some measare, cast opon thee, The
evil, and scandal, and nglinrss that is in the means, 19 cant
npon the end, and doth disparage aud blemish it, and conme~
quently, is dishonour to thee. To rob for barnt-offerings, or
to lis for God, in a greater disservice fo thy nisjesty, thas to
rob for rapine, or to lic for advantage.”

¢ Touching my eminenca of place snd prwer in this world,
thie is my account. T never aought or denired it, and that for
theso reasons. Firai, hecaure I easily snw that it wae rather
a barden than n privilege. It mode 1y charge and my ae-
count the greater, my contentment and my reat the less. 1
found enongh i it to make me decline 't m reapect to myself,
bt not any that couid invite me to seck or dedire it.

“ That external glory and splendour that attended if; 1 es~
teemed as vain ond frivoleus in itself, a bait to nllave vainand
inconsiderate perwons to affect and delight—not valuable
enough to inviten consideratc judgment to desireor nnderinke
it. I esteemed them ns the gilding that covers a htter pill,
and I looked through thie dresy and outside and easily saw
that it covered e state obnoxious to danger, solicitude, care,
trouble, envy, discontent, unqoietnens, temptation, and vex-
ation.

#] eateemed it o condition which, if thers wore any dis-
tempere abroad, they would ho infalhibly hunting and pushing
atit; and if it found sny corruptions within, either of pride,
wain-glory, inaolence, vindistiveness, or the like, it would be
mre to draw them out and set them to work. And if they
prevailed, 1t made my power and greatness not only my bar-
den but my nin; if they prevailed not, yet it required & mont
watchfol, assideous, end severe labour and industry to sup-
press them.

“ When I undertouk auy place of power or emnence, fivst,
1 looked 4o my call thereunto to be wuch as 1 might dwcern to
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be thy call, not my own ambition. SHeoood, that the placo-was
snech as might be answered by suitable abilifies in some mea-
aure fo perform, Third, that my end in it might not be the
mtisfaction of any pride, ambition, or vanity in myaelf, but ¢
serva Providence and my generation honestly and faithfully.

< In the holding or exerciumg these places, I kept my heart
tumbie; I valued not myself one rush the more for it. Firet,
because I easily found that the base affectation of pride, which
commonly is the ly that hanuts such employments, would
reuder me dishonourable to thy majesty, and discreditable in
the employment. Seeond, becaure 1 eanily saw that great
places were alippery places, the mark of envy. It wan, there-
fore, always my care a0 fo behavi in them ax I might be in &
capacity o Jesve them; and ao fo leave thom, as that, whenI
had left them, [ might bave no scars and blemishes stick upon
me. 1 carried, therefore, the same evennens of temper in
bolding them as might become me if I were withoot them, ¥
fonprd enough in great employments to make me sensible of
the danger, trouble, and cares of them; epough to make me
humble, but not encagh to make me proud and haughty.

“I never mnde use of my power or greatoess to serve my
own taras, either o heap up riches, or oppress my neighbour,
or o revenge iujuries, or to uphold injnstice. Fer, though
othere thought me greaf, I knew myself to be atill the mams,
apd in all things, besides the due execution of my place, my
deportment was just the same as if' | bad been no such man;
for I very well and practically knew that place, and hooour,
and preferment are things extrinsicel, and have no ingredience
ioto the man. His value and estimate before, and under, and
after his greainess is still the seme in itsclf-an the comnter
fhat now stands for a penny, anon for sixpence, end anon for
twalve pence is atill the same counter, though its pisce snd
exirinaionl demomiation be changed.

¢ Thoagh | have loved my repntation, and have beesn ocsre-
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ful wot to lom or impair it by my own neglect, vet | have
Jooked upon it as & brittle thing that the devil aime to hit in
an especial manner ; a thing that 18 much in the power of s
filse report, s mistake, or msapprehension to wound and
bort, aud notwithetanding all my care, I am &t the mercy of
oltary, without God's wonderful overruling frovidense,

“ Apd as my reputation js the esteem that others have of
ms, so ihat estesm may be blemivhed withoat my defoult. 1
have, therefore, always talren thw care pot to set my beart
upon wy reputation. I will use all 8delity and konesty, and
take care it ahall not be lost by any delault of nmuoe, and if,
nofwithstending all this, sy veputation be folled by evil or
roan, I will patiently bear if, and content mywell wiih the
merenity of my vwa conscience.

# When thy honour or the good of my country wau concerned,
I them thought it was a seasonable tivie to lay out my repm-
tation for the advantage of either, and to act with it, and by
it, and upon it, to the higheat, 10 the uwe of all lawful means.
And sporn such an occasion, the connsel of Mordecal to Esther
was my encouragement,—* ko knowvik sohether Gud hath
nol given Hice this repulation and estecm for awh o time ax
thies*™

This admirable book is filled with lessons of virfue wnd
wisdom, clothed in the simple language of sincerity and
truth, and adorved in its hoery digmty, like some ancient
temple, with rick viues, bearing clusters of fiowers, and
beanfifal even in ity decay. It has evidently been much used,
and especially in those passages containing enforcements wnd
exemplifications of the higher duties of men. It in the work
of a pions and venerable ssge, whose whole lifo illustrated
hin own precepts, and without doubt contribuied much to
form the character of the mab who scarcely conferred grenter
benefits on his country by his sctions, than posterity will
derive from hin example.
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From this indissoluble connexion between good precepts
imbited in early youth, aud good actions performed in man-
hood and o'd age, the children of Amerien may learn the value
of a virtuous education, and make a proper use of those op-
portunities which the affection of parenta and the munificenea
of their country afford them.  These are among the rich gifte,
the ¢ talentn,” beatowed upon them by the Giver of ail good,
and according as they use them well orill will they be able
to answer when called upon at the < great andit,™ when the
trumpet whall sound, and the graves give op their dead.

There i+ Jittle yeannn to donbt that much of the edueation
of Washington wns domentic; that edneation which, more
than all the rest, shapes fle course and the cheracter of the
future man. This generally falls fo the mother, and it is from
the source wheneo children draw their life, that they for the
st part derive those ¢ualifios and virtaes which alone make
life veluable fo others and to themselves. A firm, tender,
careful, and sensible mother is the greatest hlessing that ever
fell to the lot of a homnn heing. It is from her that the
yonng shoot deriven ite bent; it in from her it receives its
nurture ann its cultivation, and it is to her that the children
of men should in sfter life look up as the fountain of benefita
which a whole life of grateful duty can scarcely repay. Such
a mother had Washington, and soch wus her reward..

The estate at Pope's ('reek, as appesars from the will of
Join Washington, a copy of which is in my poasession,
having been left to Lawrence Washington, the futher of
George removed to another, eituated on the river Rappahan-
nock, in Stafford county, near I'redericksbury. After his
death, however, though I cannnt determine precisely at what
age, he was pent down into Westmoreland to his half-brother,
Avgustin, where he attended the school of a Mr, Williams,
said to have beeu an vxcellent teacher. Previous to hiw re-
moval from his native place, be had peoeived hiw Hrat rudj-
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ments at 4 school kept by a man of the name of Mobby, &
fenant of his father, who, it is stated, officiated s sexton and
grave-digger to theparish of Washington. The same suthority
says that Hobby lived {0 see luy diustrivus pupil nding vn the
fall tide of his glory, snd was wont to boant that he *‘had
1aid the foundation of Lis grestnesa.

At the school of Mr. Williame, he mamtained that wtanding
among boys which he was destined to sostain among men.
Soch was hie character for veracity that hix word wes suffl«
cient to seitle a disputed point with the scholars, who were
accustomed to receive his award with acclamations; and
such his reputation for coursge s well as firmness, that
though be never ou apy occasion fought with bis fillows, he
never received either ipwulé or wrong, He wan as much be-
loved &a respected, and when he left school, it is said that
the schojara parted frum Lim with tears. -

From treditionary information which I rely on, it also ap-
pears that at a very carly age Washiugton gave wmdications
of & military wpirit, wlicl 14, howes er, so generally a charac-
terintic of boys, that it can scurcely be said to distinguish one
from another. Ile inberited from Lis father griat strength
and activity, and was accustomed, wot ondy at school, but
long afterwardas, to practice the most athletic exercises. Thus
it waa that he prepared himself to cocounter the fatigues and
hardships of his future life.

Five years after the death of his father, and, consequently,
when under fifteen years of age, he loft school for tha last
time. What were the acquisitions ko carried with him can-
not now be known. They were certainly confived to the
ordinary branches of an English education, at a perivd when
inowledge and the means of acquiring it in this country were
uot what they are now. A great portion of the youth of the
colonies of any paculiar claims to dietinction were sent abroad
for their educatioh ; the good people of that period ee¢ming
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o have cherished & comviction that Imwwiedge and leersing
could never be naturalized in the New World.

While it serves fo exuli the charecter and abilitien of this
famnocs man, to learn that though his mewns of acquirag
knowledge wers not superior, nay, not ejual, to those now
within the reach of all for whom I write, yet did he in after-
kife, by the foree of his genins and the exercise of a manly
perseverance, supply ail hin deficienciea; so that when called
npon to foke charge of the destinies of his country, sud bear
o Joud as heavy us was ever laid on the shoanlders of man, be
wan fornd gloriously adequate to the task, and bore her tri-
umphantly throngh a siraggle which may be likened to the
agoniss of death resulting in immortality. As with him, so
with my youthfal rezders, most of whose opportunities of ac-
quiring knowledge are greater than those of Washington, and
wrko, though they will never reach his fame, may otill ratim-
ally aspire to an imftation of his perseverance, his integrity,
and his pafriotiom. Opportunities for great actions occur bot
seldom, ut every day and every hour presemts ocemsdon for
the performance of our duties.

Fortnnately, perhaps, for Washington, he was not born rich.
The property of hin father was large, but it was to be shared
among several children. Thus wes he early in life led tolook
for fortune and consequence to thiat best of all sources, his
own talents and exertions. From the period of his leaving
the school in Westmoreland until old enough to engage in the
active business of life, he resided cither with his mother at
the plantation on the Rappahannock, or with bis half-brother,
Lawrence Washington, at Mount Vernon. Hiv leisare hours,
it appears, were spent in athletic exercises, in which be éx-
colled ; most especially in rucoing, wrestling, snd riding, in
all of ‘which, those who recollect him at that time agree in
saying, he was greatly distinguished, Soch was his akill,
grace, and dignity in the latter especially, that duriog his
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whole life, be was conmidered the finest rider in Virginis,
where fhin was B amversal accomplishment,

His sports and recreations wure, however, at a maturer age,
s when hin siteation demanded it, or when his fatare pros-
pects atimnlated him to the vxercive of thuse talents which
be must have been comacious of powscesing, mingled with
study and refivction. Vet this habit of exervise continged
with him through life, and, combined with the vigour and
fortitude of his mind, enabled him fo sustaip withont Ameh=
ing, all those vicissitndes and bardships whick it was Me
dentiny and duty to encounter in the cause of his country.
Itis by the aid of a atrong body, a cultivated mind, aad vir-
taous principies, that we are yualified to perform great aetions
for the benefit of mankind.

George was the favourite son of Lis mother, yet he was not
a rpoiled child, ae is usnal in sach cases. The strength and
steadiness of his mind, equally with that of Mrs. Washingtos,
preserved him from the evils of early indoigence. The sime
plicity of her claracter was combined with firmpess snd
decision. The following opecdole eyually illusfrates the
principles of mother and som, and is derived from an authentic
sousce.

M. Washington wax very fond of fine horses, msomuch
that when on ono occamien she had Lecome possessed of 2 pair
of handsome grayw, she cansed them to be turned out to pas=
tore in & meadow in front of the house, from whenee they
conld 2 all {imes be seen from the window of her witting-room.
It chanced that ehe atons time owned a favourits young hores,
which had vever been broke to the ssddle, and no one was
permitted toride. On some oceasion, » party of youthful Nim-
1ods, on a visit to the house, proposed, after dinper, to mount
4he colt and make the circuit of the pasture. No one ooold
do the feat, and many were defeated in atiempting to moent,
or $irown, from his back afterwards. Washington, then beta -
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youth, surceeded, however, end gave ithe favourite such a
breathing that he at length fell under lun rider, who immed:-
ately went and told his mother what he had dune. Her re-
ply deverves to be recorded.  “ Young suan,” suid ebe, “I for-
give you, because you Lave tle courage to tell the truth at
once; hed you skulked away, I shonld huve deupised you.”

1t is easy to imagine that, acting on these principles, the re-
sult should he, on the part of Washington, an wnflexible regard
to the obligations of mmcerity and troth. Accordingly, sach
was the charsetor of this great and virtuons citizen, during the
whole coarse of his noble and exemplary life, in all sitaations,
and under all circuomstancen.  Noman, perhaps, ever occapied
stations, both in wer and peace, more decidedly calculated to
draw his frailtien before the world, or inatigate the bitferest
calumnien. Yet he passed through lis lagh carcer vnstained
by a single imputation of falschood, deception, or crime; the
sanctity of e chavacter trumplied over the violenco of
uational hostility and party feeliugs, sad Le died, as he had
lived, with & famv as pute ag ever fell to the lot of man.

Sach are the fow materials I have been able to collect, com=
cerning the first eighicen vears of Washington’s life. No one
probably anticipated hes future eminence, for none could fore
nee that great revolotion which has excited the pulse of the
world. None pruphesied at that fime that he would one day
become the first, among the firut of every age, the champion of
the liberties of mankind. the model of virtuous heroism, and,
consequently, none were foand to proserve or record that por-
tion of the lives of ordinary men, which dovs not deserve to
be remembered. Nor perbaps ja this ommission to be regretted
when we see s0 many lustricus pemons, who, conteen=
plated in the distance and through the mists of time, assume
the port of giants, dwindie into pigmies, by baviog all their
pigmy actions placed before the world. Those beroes always
fare best whoee memories pre traditivnary ratler than histori-
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cal, or whoge lives have been w ritten Jong after thea ittle pr-
cabanties and waknezacs, the thousand inugnificknt notnings
that make up so large & portion of bumen actions, have prused
mto oblnion, and vuthing 18 remembercd bot what 18 mtnn.
sically great It bee Wntherto  ~en found 1possible to mar
the severe mimplierty «f Waa 1zhm et tress by conpling
with pueriitien that b vearuber the mcnr | illustratsg he
wharacter, o 1nurcammg vor  toes fgacial know ledes

Ehat he had extabliahed & roput tron whicl pliced b veny
emly o hfe a0v¢ s Lomt mpe vies, e berdl e doobted
when my young readeis o 2llleam 8 1t ot *he age of nre teen by
was appomnted o deputy ' ¢ me Jof the ~ri'a ol b
giram, wod this, oy, at vt od e trar o f theg-
veroment Bad bery tmemed £t fer v of 1ir o onancad
troops, m e puene F the ddlez d ene hm ate of th
French on the Unie ~uh myy, untn ot {+ 1voin, siuan,
10 presumptiievvilence toth bl 1Y = eary attrictsd ne-
tice on the acare of axme vxt » 1 rum vl thion

Previous 1 the, how v ' 1yt b B bl
mother Ly n ! t r ) M ; mhirny s
pear e ot of ko d) v vt t Tt ovorthern

vech of Vargints, c a2t Tar sr o tat sttt e [l K
the lotof Lprvatr mM wdal Yo o 4t ah Tk uolue
betwcen th=W gt a? b oy iy a1 4 oo q e
ofthe murnage of 12 7 net Wi vt gvath s ot 2 ol Ba-
hemo Larfarn, thin vn vl ot Verwnn {ow 1 Fhe
Jatter gentlemin e ued ¥ cantont T r Jarf y,wbo
giie hum the apprintmert of 4w 1y 11 1w vast ostate, 1
conseq sence of » hichbet pdfieqy wtoccion b ¢ sple 2 theun-
whabited regons of the back woods + hers e Hrorme noens,
tomed to a hfe of (pu~ure, and etreigtin d 1ie halsis end
constitahion by 4 eerica of |ardatups ard ¢sposiarer. Lord
Frrfax Iined to hear of (orpw nllia luving down hug arn = to how
]
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former surveyor, when as tradition says, he called for bis per-
sopal attendant, an old negro, znd cried out, *Take me to
bed, it in high time for me to die!” 1t i certain that he never
leftit 4ill earried to hin grave.

The character, habits and inchinations of ‘Washington were,
however, decidedly military. At the age of fourteen be ap-
plied for and received a warrant of nudshipmean in the British
navy. Happily tor limself, for s country, for the world, the
interfereuce 2and enfreaties of lus mother induced lum to re-
linquish it very unwillngly, and preserved to the cause of
liberty its moat illuatrious champion. Had it been otherwise,
he who became the deliverer of his country might have arrived,
perhaps, at the dignity of a post-captain, It seema like an
interposition of Providence iu behalf of the lilerties of man-
kind. Hies baggage was already on board a man-of-warriding
in the Pofomac just helow Mount Vernun, when the entreaties
of his mother induced him to sacrifice his long-cherished
wishes to the duties of a son.

Butit seems he did not the legs cultivate a mowledge of the
theory and practice of war, A certain Admtant 3Muse, of the
connfy of Weatmorland, acquainted with military tactics, who
bad accompanied Lawrence Washington in the expedition
againat Carthagens, tanght George the manuel exercise, inwhich
hesoon acquired great dexterify. Ilealso borrowed of this per-
son certain treatises on the art of war, hy the aid of which he
acquired & knowledge, at least, of its theory, and became an
expert fencer noder the tuition of Monsieur Van Eraam, who
‘was subsequently hia interpreter in Lis interconrse with the
Fremch on the Ohio. There can be Little doubt that it was a
knowledge of theae acquirements, and of bis decided military
propensitien, that o early yointed Lim out to the notice of his
government. The foundution of vur future fortunes is laid in
the days of our youth; the Llossoms when blighted in the
spring, never produce the rich fruits of smumer and actumn.
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Had ot Washington thus early coltivated his mind and -
vigorated his body, inatead of becoming the wword apd shield
of freedom, its defender and 1ts mentor, he might have mmh
upder the weight of his after burthens, and croshed himwelf
with the ruins of his country,

Hitherto I have confied my narrative tu the ) rivate life and
character of Washington, Dariog the period over which we
have passed, he was silently preparing himself, by oseful stu-
dies, active employment, and athletic exercises, for that mag-
nificent career which opened before him viefa after vista,
by slow and painful Iabours, until, theough a reries of disasters
and frinmphs—of gloomy hopea sad bitter disappointments—
of long-saffering and keen anxietiew—ol virtuoun sacrifices,
upecnguernble courage, patience, fortitnde, and perseverance,
amimated by patriotism, and inspired by a genies cgual to
every emergency, be reached the pummit of his imperishable
fame. § am now to exhibit him to my youthfl readers in new
and trying situations, thoogh hut a boy, he became charged
with the affaire of men, and the intereats ofstates, It will be
found that, like the san, as he roue in the firmament, he diffussd
wdditional light and warnnth over a wider circumferenes.
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CHAPTER II.

Disprtes betwaen France and Epglagd founded on the right of Discovery, £a.

croachments on the Ohio, Situation and Apprehensions of Virginis. Pre-
tl for Defe Wahingt 1.1 d Adjutaat-General. Voloa-
toers to extry & Letter to the Frenclh Cotnmandant on the Ohio. Ineident.
on the Journey, Extracts from h Smownal.  Lushot 2t by an Indisn, s
near perishing from the Celd, and 1y pea D fng. C
between Washington in the Wiid and Weshington the Father of his
Country, Returns (0 WiHllamaburg.

It is not necersary to discuss tle conflictivg claims of France
and Fogland fo the territory of North America. ‘Tle one has
now no powsessiony left, and tlhe peried in probably uwot far
distant when the New World will be entively emancipated
from the domivion of those who, though they can searcely
govern at home, arpire to contrul the distant regions of the
earth. These claims were eyually founded on the right of
discovery, a right for the most part much more satisfactory to
the discoverer than the discovered. 1t is encugh to may, (Wt
helween there fwo rival nation, their claine comprehemded
nearly the whule of thia grent continent, from the CGulf of
Mexice to Hudson’s Bay, and from the Atlantic to the utter-
moxt regions of the unexplored west. Cune might suppose
here wan enough for both; but experience teaches us that the
poszession of ruach iz only a prelude to the desire of more;
and, aceordingly, the {wo nations began to dispute and ulti-
mately to fight about a wilderneas of which neither kmew the
boundaries or dimensions.

As my design is rather to write the life of Washington than
the history of the era in which he flourished, T ahall press
nothing into the service but ‘'what seems necessary to thie
purpose. 1t will be sufficient to etate that the pretensions of
the French interfered with those of the English, and the
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ancient rivalry of the two natione requiring but » sinmle
mpark to set both in a flame, hostilities were the natnral cou-
sequence of their conflicting amMtivn, The French advanced
from one step to another, until at length they reached the
Ohio, and anbsequently established a post at the junction of

Alleghapy and Munongshela rivers, on the spot where
Pitteburg now sgtands. The vltimate olject of therr plans
was o confine the Laglish 1o the couniry east of the Alle-
ghany mountains, and, of consequence, give the Freach & de-
cided superiority on this continent.

Virginia was especially interested in these snernachmoents.
Her chartered limits extended «nite acrvss from sen to wea,
and her frontier lay c:Epused to the hostilities of the I'rench
or the Ohio, mded by the Iudians, over whom they always
sequired & paramount inflnence by their religion, their polite-
ness, and their gallantry. These movements on the Qbio of
coensequence excited great appreheusions in the Ancient Do~
minion, and preparations were made to meet what might
follow by raising and diseiplining the provincial milifia, The
eyes of the stafe wero turned fo theo valiant wpirits of her
youthful eons, and the first public atation conferred on Wash-
ington wes that of adjutant-general of Virginia, with the
rank of Major, when he was rcarcely nmmeteen yoars of age.
But with the ardent vigour of youth he combimed the yualitien
of mafore manhood, and the appeintment was not only jus-
tified by prudence, but by the whole tenor of his afler-life.

Lieuntenant Governor Dinwiddie, then the representutive of
yoyalty jn Virginia, became alsrmed, and the state more than
partook in his apprehensions. At thet period, the whole
country west of the Alleghenies was one vest wilderness,
roamed by wild beests, and Indians equally savage and wild:
The great valley of the Shenandoah, now rich with the
lebours of thousands and fens of thousands of independent
farmers, was then thinly inhabited by white men, who could
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not aoe the amoke of their neighbours’ chimveys; and Win=
chewter was just on the edge of the civilized world towsrds
the west. Often had they suffered from the imeursions of
bloody and remorseless savages, sparing neither sex RoT nge,
and wreaking their inhumen rage on fhe breathlews bodies
after their souls had departed from the scene of suffering. The
approach of the French, their prolable hostile views, snd
theiv known influence over the wild and wayward children of
the forest, created the most gloomy anticipations that those
scenes, which, as deseribed by the aged settlers to their
children, made them eliver and turn pale, would be omce
more renewed with aggravated horrora.

‘To avert thcse dangers, to remonstrate against these en~
croachments, to obfain information of the feelinge cherished by
the Indians towards the respective claimants to the empire of
the New World, and te conciliote them by every means in his
power, Governor Dhiuwiddie determined to despatch an envoy
to Bt. Pierre, the French commandant on the Ohio. This was
no embassy of state, no courtly pageant, where the vanity of
man may be gratified by aninterconrse with the grest. It
wan a service full of danger and difficolty; it required oour-
age, fortitude, pereeverance, and personal vigour, to endare
the hardships and perils of the pathless solitudes of nafure.
Many declined the uograteful service, and not one of the aids
or atiendants of the governor was willing t0 undertake the
task. In this crisis, young Washington, before the laws of
his country had recognined him s & man, volunteered his ser«
vicew, The governor, a stardy cld Seotchman, accepted the
tender, saying, at the same fime, * Faith, you'ra « brave lad,
snd, if you play your cards well, you eball have oo cause to
repent your bargain.”

RBequiring but & single day to make his preparations, he
Separted into the wide wilderoess, sccompanied by Vaa
Bpam, ks old fencing-master, as hiy interpreter, and fwy
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servents, bearing the governor's letter to the Frenth coms
mandant. It was pow the middle of antamm, and the foreaty
begsn to shed their brown leaves, which covered the earth
with her antumnal carpet. A mort of military road condnected
the party aafar as Will's Creek, beyond which a guide wan
necessary. 'They asrrived there on the fourteenth of Now
vember, and next day, having engaged a gnide and four addi~
tiopal attendants, proceeded on their way. Excessive raiow,

» aided by the melting of the anoww, had eo awelled the streams
which croased their route, that the journey was one of cone
tinued labour and difficalty. It wae not untll the eighth day
after therr departure from Will's Creck, that they reached the
junction of thr Alleghuny and Monongahela rivers.

Having preceded his attendants end baggage on this occa~
sion, as was alwaya his cuatom in danger and difficulty, he
occupied his time until their arrival in a manoer which, as if
Iustraten the sagacity and foresight of a yoath under twenty,
is peculiarly worthy the notiee of my 3 mng readera. ¥ exe
fraet the words fiom the juranl of Wasthungton himself, »
copy of which is pow hefure me.  “ As I got down before the
cance, I spent sume time i viewing the rivers and land in
the fork, which I think extremely well sitnated for n fort, ae
it has the absolute command of both rivers. The land at the
point is twenty-five feet above the common level of the wa«
ter, and a considerable bottom of fat well-timberad Iand alt
round it, well caleulated for buldmg. The rivers are each &
quarter of a mie wide, and run here at nearly night angles;
Alleghany bearing north-east, and Mounongahels wonth-esst,
The former of these is very rapid running water; the other
deep and still, without aay perceptible fall™ The French,
who chose their military positions in this country with a skitl
and foresight which has ever since been e aubject of admira«
tion, soon efter erected a fort on thiy very spot, where hao
uincg grown up the great manofacturing city of Pittaburg.
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I should here introduce an entire copy of this interesting
Journal, the earliest production of Washington on record, did
not the demign I have in view confine this work within &
limited wpace. I'or the mame reason I ehall content myself
with detailing & few of the most interesting particulers con-
nocted with the expedition. He delivered his letter to the
French commandant, and endvavoured 10 indace the Indian
chiefs of the neighlwunng tiiles fo meel him in ¢ouncil, &
meagare which the commandaut used all his efforts to pre-
went. Finally, he ascertained the views of the I'rench go-
vernment throngh M. Joncaire and other officers, who de-
¢lared, st an entertuinment given fo Washington, that it was
their intention to take possession of the Ohio, which they
claimed on the ground of its dircovery Ly the celebrated and
unfortunate La Salle.

Having completed thie parpose of his mission, so far an was
practicable, he prepared fo eet ouf on his refurs. Bul, by
this time, his horses kad become too weak to carry the pro-
visfons necespary to subwisf them in the wilderness. Weashe
ingtop at ouce determined {o proceed on fuot to some point
where others might he procured. I shall give one more ex=
tract from hia journal, becanse it afforde a uoble eaomple of
resolution and bardthood to wy youthful readers. 'L'he cop-
trast between Washingfon trudging thiough the pathless
wilderness, with no other garment than his watch-coat, a
gun in his hand, and o pack on his shoulders, with Washing=
ton at the head of armies, wivlding the destiny of a great
paople, sustaining the inestimable rights of the human race,
living the object of the world’s admiration, and dying with
the sacred name of Father of his Country, ia alike striking
for ite romantic singularity, aa for ite seblime moral. Virine,
courage, and patriotinm, are the three great steps of Jaocob's
Iadder, which lead from sarth to heaven,

Y took,” he says, “my necessary papers, pulled of my
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clothew, gnd tied myself up in & watch-coat. Then, with gun
in hand, and pack on my back, in which were my pupers snd
provisions, T set ont with Mr. Gist the 26th (of December.)
The noxt day, after we had passed a place called Muardering
Town, we fell in with a party of French Indians who biad lain
in wait for ue. One of them fired at us, not ffteen steps off,
but fortunately missed. ‘We took the fellow into custody, and
Xkept him till nine o’clock at night, then let him go, and walked
the remaining part of the night without making any atop, that
we might get the atart so far as to be out of the reach of pur-
amit the next day, aince weu were weil assuréd they would fol -
low our track as soon as it was light. The next dey we con-
tinved travelling until quite dark, and got to the river about
two wiles above Bhanopin, We expected to have found the
river frozen, but it was not, except about fifty yardn from the
shore. The ice, I suppose, had broken up above, for it was
driving in vast guantitiea.

#There was no way of getting over but cn a raft, which we
set about with but one poor hotchet, avd finished just after
wnn-setting. Thiy was a whole day’s work, We rext launch~
#d it—then went on hoard and met off—but before we were
half over, we were jammed in the ice in such a mammer thai
we expected every moment our raff to siok, and ourselves to
perish. I pot ont my setting-pole to try and stop the raft,
that the ice mught puss by, when the rapidity of tha slream
threw if with such force against the pole, that it jerked me
out into fen feet water; hut I fortunately saved mymelf by
catching hold of ome of the raft-logs. Notwithstanding all
otur efforts, we could not get to either shore, but were obliged,
&s ‘we were near an island, to quit our raft and make for it

 The cold was extremely severe, and Mr. Gist had all hie
fingers and some of his toea frozen. The water was shot up
so hard fhat we found no dificulty in getting off the island

»b
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tha next morning on the ice, and proceeding to Mr. Fraxie's.
We mot here with twenty warriors who were going to the
sogthward to war ; but coming to a place at the head of the
Great Kenawha, where they found seven people Lilled and
seslped (ail but one woman with Light hair), they tarned sbont
snd ran back, for fear the inhabitanta shonld nse, and take
them for the authors of the murders. They report that the
bodies were lying about the house, and some of theps torn and
eaten hy the hoga. Ae we intended ¢o take horees here, mad
if required some time to fod them, I went up three miles to
the Yohogany to visit Queen Allequippa, who had expressed
grent concern that we pussed her i going to the fort. T made
ber & present of & watch-coat and & bottle of rum, which lat~
ter was thought much the best present of the two.”

1n the midst of such wild scenes, Indian haunts, and forest
adventures, were the firat yenrs devoted by Washington to the
service of lus country peseed. It might have been expected
that this apprentceship to savage warfare, this daily expe-
rience of bloody massacres and inhuman barbarity, wonld have
aided 11 malking his deportment rough and hin disposition fero-
cious. But it was not s0. In the whole course of his after-
life he maintained & mild yet digmfied courtesy to 2ll mankind,
and throughout his long military eareer not one act of cruelty
was ever Jusily laid to his charge. His piety and his prinei-
ples placed him above the reach of contamination, and neither
adverwity nor prosperity could corrupt s mmd or influence
his manners. The gold was too pure to become rusted by
any vicissitudes.

He arrived at Williamsburg, then the seat of goverment in
Yirginia, where he waited on the governor, delivered the
answer of the French comwandaut on the Ohio to his let-
ter, and gave an account of his proceedings, which met the
entire approbation of that officer. Nor was this sll. The
House of Burgeases 'wan then in session, and Washington hap-
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pening to soter the gallery, the epeaker immediately Tove wnd
moved that “ihe thanks of the Honse be given to Major Wazshe
ington, who now sits in the gallery, for the gallant manner jn
wrhich he executed the imjortant trast lately reposed in him
by his excellency tjovermor Dinwiddie.” Every member of
the Honee now rose and ealoted Washington with & genaral
bow, and the sentiment of the mpeaker was echoed by more
than one member expresaing hinsense of his merit and services.
Wushington in vain attempted to make his acknowledgments
for this high honour, His voice faried lum, and the frame that
pever before or after trembled m the presence of an enemy,
now faltered under the compliments of usssmbled friends. I6
was then that he speelier, noticing him uncondnerable embars
maesment, made bim this just end memorable compliment,—
“* Bit dowm, Major Washinglou, yur wmodenty is alone wquat
to your merit.” It will appear u the sequel that this modewty
accompained hum through his whole life, and wlule it acted e
a stimolas to new exertions, chocked wvery feellng, or, at
lasast, exhibition, of pnde at thewr enwceess. Thoogh, in all
probability aware of hin soperiority over vther men, this cone
acicnimuss never operated to dimineh his ardour to increass it
by every means in his power; mor did he ever yield to the
common foible of youth, which converts premature honours
into an excuse for a fofal reminsion of all future efforts o de~
serve them.
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CHAPTER IIL

Washington areompaniss his Brother Lawrenes to Darmpds, whers be guts the
Smallpox. AMattion of Lawrence for hin Brother George. He rajoloss in
Ry ppny reputation, predicts his futuee Eminence, and, when he dles, Iaves
him the Esptats at Mount Venon. Troubles betwien France ond England.

Virg raises n Rog ‘Washington dechines the Command, bt scorpis
the Post of Lieutenant Colomel. Froceedw to the Great Masdows and beilds
Fort Naceaity. Ei da to the C d of the Regl Ad to.

wands Fort Duquesns.  Ratreats to lus Fort. Ts boueged and captured. He=
tires frow the Betvaer soon after 1o Disgast, but sccepts the Post of Voluptes
Aid 10 General Braddock. Departure for Fort Duquesne.

Dunine the interrm hetwesn him expedifion to the Ohio and
hin appointment as second in command of the regiment yaised
by Virgiaia to protect herself against the anticipated hostility of
#he French apd Indiane, Washington accompanied his brother
Lawrence in & voyage to Bermuda for the benefit of his hesltk.
Lawrence had a great affection for George, and often pressed
him to remde with him at Moant Vernon. But the young
man wisely preferred making is own way in the world
by his own exerlicos, and, as I have before related, accepted
the siteation of surveyor to the estate of Lord Fairfax.

He, howaver, vielded to the w ixher of Lis brother, whom he
tenderly loved, and accompanted him tv Dermuda. He was
then wasting away with a consumption, from which he never
recovered. ‘While at the island, Washington canght the smalls
Pox, with which he became slightly marked for the remainder
of his life. It is traditionary in the family that the brotherw
never met after George departed on the expedition in which
he was finally captured by the ¥rench and Indiane, aa will be
related in the sequel. Lawrence, however, often heard of the
exploits of his favourile brother, rejoiced in hin growing fame,
predicted his fature ammence, and, when he died, Jeft kim the
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eatate at Mount Vernon, since become the shripe of thonsands
of pilgrims from amuug bis countrymen and distunt nations,

In the mean time, the conflicting claims of France and Eng-
lapd were coming to a crivis, and that crisis is always war,
The newe of the alleged encroachments of the former having
reached the British ministers, measuren were tuken for the for-
mation of & confederacy among the colonies, for the purposen
of defenca or refaliation. 14 the dungers wery muitval, al-
though some were more exposed than vthes, each was to con-
tfribute its proportion to the general defence in cane of need.
¥irginia beiog the neareat, naturally expected the first blow,
and was of course mowt prompt in preparmg for the siorm. A
regiment was raised, and Washington was placed second to
Colonel Fry, who dying shorfly after, the command devolved
on the former,

In the perumal of this work, my yonng readera will beer 1m
muind, I trost, that the meany used for affaining their unds aye
not tobe judged of by their magnrtude, hot their consequences.
Great battles and oceuns of Blood<hed frequently prodace no-
thing but their inevitable results, mivery and despur, while
often events and instruments apparently the moest inngniticant
lead to consequences which affeet the welfare of millions, and
change the relationy of the world. This remark is especially
applicable to the history of the Umted Sfaten from the it
moment of tho Jauding of the pilgnms at Jameatown and Ply-
mouth to the present time. (ften on the lives of a few wan-
derers in the interminable wilderness of the west. depended,
perhaps, the question whether nultions of bwings ehould he
now in existence or should never have existed ; and often on
circumatances, in themsclves apparently of no consequence
but to those immediately interested, hung the destinies of &
vast continent and the foture balance of the upiverse. The
svents of our history are therafore not to be extimated by their
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apparent magnitode at the time they occmred. An ohetare
bettle in the woods, between white men and Indians, often
terminated the existence of a nation, and decided the mastery
of territories now inbabited by increasing milhions ; and many
are the forgotien acts of virtuona beroiem which, in their con-
woqaences, out-do the victories of Alexander snd Bonaparte.
Their conquesfs are only recorded in history, and the world,
which was rudely jostled out of place by their ambition, has
returned again to ifs orbit. But the bow that was bent by
the energies of the early settlers of our country has never hes
come relaxed ; nothing has gone back, every thing hee moved,
and is atil) moving, onward ; and the actions I am now about
{0 relate of Washington, though many of them in themeelves
of no great magnitude when clothed in words, if followed out
in their coneequences will be found to have carried with them
effects that confer a degree of importance far, very far, bayond
those of many of the mort renowned warriors of ancient or
modern times. If there ever was a people who should love
and venerate their ancestors, it is the inbabitents of these
United States, who have received from their sufferings and
heroimn the patrimony of a New World, the legacy of freedom
aud prosperity.

‘Washington having succeeded to the command, for which,
it appenrs, he was orginally intended, by the death of Colonel
Fry, prepared for action with his usmal decision and celerity.
Aw the firet military character in Virginia, though yet & mere
youth, not quite twenty-one years 0ld, he had been atrongly
apoken of for the command of this little force in the first in~
stance, But where others aspired to honours, he only laboured
to deserve them. In & letter {o & member of the House of
Burgessen, ke says, ¢ The command of the whole force is what
T neither look for, expect or desire; for Iam impartial enongh
to confyss it is & charge too great for my youth and inexperi-
ence fo be entrusted with, Enowing this, I have too sincers
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a love for my conniry to underiake that which may tend ¢e
her projudice. But if I could entertain hopes that you thougfist
me worthy of the post of Lieutenant-Colonel, and wonld
favour me so far as to mention it at the appointment of officers,
1 could not bat entertain a true sense of the kindness.” Thus,
on this, as on every other occamon of his life, did Washington
exemplify the great truth that those who are moat fitted for
high stations are alwayathe last to seck them,

At the head of only two compauies of the regiment, to the
command of which he soon succeeded, Wasbington, soine-
time in the spring of 1734, peoetruled into the Alleghany
mountains, to a place called the Great Meadoww., The Blue
Ridga waoa at that time the fronti of Virginia, The great
valley between that and the Alleghames, now one of the rich-
ent regions of the Unifed Ntaten, wan teuanted but by a faw
straggling settlers from Yenusylvania, whose voices were like
one erying in the wildvrmeas, and whoae history is one of Indian
wars and Indian masscre. Placed beyond the reach of the pro«
tection or of the restraint of the luwe and institutions of the
social atate, they fur seversl years mantamed s sort of inde-
pendent existence, governed by the stutuies of nreessity alons ;
making war againat the wandering tries of the neighbouring
foresta, eithor in self-defence or for purposes of vengesnce,
uncbecked and unaided by the state government. The peopls
thas situated, united only by tle commun tie of mutusl dangerw,
although they partock of the babits and manners of socisl Jife,
were as near astate of mature, 88 to government, as is coms
patahle with civilization.

This position at the Great Meadows brought Lim in advance
towards the Franch poats, and enabled Washwngton to protect
the frontier of Virginie. While here, receiviug information
that the French had commenced hostilities by disperving s
pavty in the employment of the Ohio company, he advaaced
upon and sirrounded o detachment, aided by a dark and rainy
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night. At the duwn of duy, & fire was commenced upon them
which killed their commander, upon which the rest iromadi.
ately warrendered, with the exception of one man, who escaped

Reinforced by the arrival of the remainder of the regiment.
end by two companies of regular troops, Washington, after
throwiog up & smell intrenchment at the Great Meadoww,
which be called Fort Necessity, and in the erection of which
he laboured with the reat, advanced on Fort Duquesne. 7This
wak now the strong-hold of the I'rench on the Ohie, and ex-
hibited a testimony of the accuracy of his military judgment
biaving been erected on the very spot indicated by Washington
in his journal ae & fine military position. Early in his march,
however, he was met by a party of friendly Indians, who, in
their figurative language, told him the French and their copper-
coloured confederates © were as numerous as the pigeons in
the woode, and coming like birde on the wing.™

By the adviceof a council of war, as it was pow determived
o refreat to the Great Meadows, Accordingly the little army
retumed to Fort Necessity, where, before they could vomplete
their preparations for defence, they wers attacked by De Villier
at the heed of Lifteen hundred men, and forced to sarrender,
after a gallant defence. The garrison obtained the moat hon-
ourable termn : they were allowed to march out with the
honours of war, retziniog their baggage aud arme, and to re«
turn home without being molested.

Though the expedition proved unescceenful, yet Washiogton
in this, as in overy other disaster of his life, acquired addi-
tional repotation, Thelegislature of Virginia gave a gratoity
to the soldiers, and voted its thauks {o the officers and their
commander. Thus waa this high honour conferred for the se-
coud time on a youth scarcely arrived at the age of manhood,
A mimilar instance, I believe, does not occur in the hiefory of
his country. The gratoity to the privatee, and the vote of
henks, were not oumerited, mace it appears that the attack,



LIFE OF WANHINGYON. 41

of the fort was sostaiued by not more than three hundred of
the Virginia regiment, the remainder haviog retired on leamn-
ing that the French and Indians were * as thick as pigeons in
the woods."

Ehortly after fhiz evont the military career of Washington
was arrested for a tim- by au ordmance of Governor Dinwd-
die, regnlating the rink of the provineial oficern rerving with
those of his Majesty s regalur troops.  Thesp laat were to take
zank of all thowe commnmaioned by the culupial governors,
without regard to the date of comamireing, This was notall
insult and injosfice wero carried mo fur aw fo divest the goe
nerat and field officers of the provinewl froopm of all ramk
when sorving with thowe of a minilar grade bearing the royal
commimion. The condnet of Washungton may enstly be anti-
cipated. Ife diedained o ocquiesce m this insulting prefer-
ence, snd declaring his willingness to serve his conatry at al)
times, when it did not carry with it the vacrifice of Lis honour,
resigned his commisaion.

Being now, by {le death of his brother Lawrence, which
took place during his expedifion to the Great Meaduwn, pos-
sesspd of the estate of Mount “ernon, Waslington retired
thither to the enjoyment of those rural occupatione and roral
exarcises, which b joved next to the perile of war wien on=
countered in the service of his native country. Bat scarcely
bad he settled himeelf at this maguilivent spot, when the roar
of cannon was heard echuing slong the Putomac, at the open-
ing of the spring of 1755. An Lnglish squadron sailed up the
river, landed an army st Belhaven, now called Alexandria,
under the command of General Braddock, somm alterwards so
famous for his cbatinacy, imprudence, and consequent dis-
asters,

General Braddock had landed at the Capes of Virginia, and
proceeded to Willlumsburg, the seat of government, where hs
consulted with General Dinwiddie. He myuired for Colonel
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Washingbon, with whose Charecter he was well asgnaicted,
and expreassd a wish to sece him. On being informed of his
resignation and ihe cause, he is sajd to have exclaimed fhat
¢“he was a lad of senee and epirit, and had acisd as becama a
soldier and a man of honour.” JHe immediately wrote him &
pressing invitation to assume the situation of volunteer aid-
de-camp, which involved no (uestion of rank, aed which,
sfier eonacltation with his family, war accepted. Washington
gnce more resumed his military career by joining the British
forces at Belhaven.

Thene were shortly after reinforced by three companies of
Virginia riflemen, raised by an act of the legislatnre, and con~
sisting of as brave, bardy spirits as everdrew s frigger. This
aocession made the ermy about two thousand strong, and with
these, in the month of June, 1755, Braddock net forth in his
march throngh the wilderness, from whence he and many
others of his companions never returned.
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{HAPTER IV.

Departore of Washingten with Braddock'™s A=mv.  Falls uck and w loft oi the
Grest Meadows, Joms the Army the Day hefore the Battie. Hin adwiee
dbegurded. The Army wrprnsed snd defested  Draddoek sthod, Beh 14
of Waslungtot during the Fight. Telieat of the Army.  Predwtions of the
Old Indian Chiel' nd the Rev. Mir Dpsier,  Sixicen Companies rainsd, and
the Command given to Wastungton., Sufhnogs of ihe People of the Prontier
irom Indasn Barbarity. Diffeoltia i defending Ui Pacture of Weshing.
son 10 has Uoufarm of Provinc.al Colomd.  His Account of the Massers of 8
Family by the Indiang. Jusiou-y and Inubolliny of Governor Dinw iddie
Speech of Coloncl Datre.  Iord Lovdon. Irimkin « ddecunt of m. Ger
seral Porbes,  Papedihion agarnst, and Capltare of, Iort Duguesne. Wax
et 10 the Northern Fiomtier.  Waahing gnt e ©

THE troops under Braddock marclied mn two divwsions to the
old station ui the Iattle Meadows, On the way, Washiogfon
was attacked by a fever, and hecare v 11l that {be ¢ ymmand-
ing officer mested vpon luv 1emmnmg unt) the rear of the
army ceme op uader (vlonel Dunbar. He consented, much
against hie wall, but the 1nstant L was able, pushed on and
joined Braddock the evemng befure he fell mnto that fatal am-
boscade where he perished with many other gallant epirits,
not in a blaze of glory, but m the obscunty of the diamal
foreats.

Wushington, on rejoimug the army, urged upon General
Braddock the necessity of mcreasng rnd inceesant cantion.
He dwelt much on the mlent, unseen motions of the warriors
of the woods, who come like birds on the wing, withont bewng
preceded by any indications of thewr approach, or leaving a
{race behind them. Bat the fate of Braddock was decreed ;
or, rather, il own conduct sealed that destiny which ever
follows at the heels of folly and 1mprodence. He despused
the advice of wisdom and expenence, and bitterly did he suf~
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fer the penalty. The silly pride of a British officer disdained
the lessous of & provincisl youth who hed never fonght on the
bloody plains of Ylanders. There can Le no doubt that the
superiority affected by the natives of England over those of
the American eolonies, was one of the silent yet effective
caases of the Revolution.

The army holted at Cumberland for some days and then
proceeded to ite rnin.  Contrary to 1he advice of Weshington,
who wished to Jead with lue Virginians, the British grenadiers
merched in front about half & mile a-head; the Virginia
trocps followed; and the rest of the army brought up the
rear, ‘The gronnd was covered with whortleberry bushen
reaching to tho horses® belliea until they gained the top of &
hill, which commanded an extensive prospect far a-head.
Here a counerl was held, daring which, the traditionary au-
thority I follow describes Braddock ee standing with & fusee
n his right hand, ibe breech on the ground, and rabbiog the
leaves with his toe g if in grea$ perplexity, without maying
& word.

The consuliation over, they proceeded onward through the
deep woods, the order of march being changed, and the in-
fantry in advance. Wlhen within about seven miles of Fort
Duquesne, ond pawsing through = varrow defile, a fire from
some ombushed Fnemy arrested their march and laid many a
woldier dend on the ground. Nothing was seen but the emoke
of the unerring rifle rising above the taps of the wooda. and
nothing heard but the report of the fatal weapens. There
was & dead rilence among the savages and their allies, who,
masked hehind the trees, were equally invisible with the great
king of terrors whose work they were performing.

'The army of Breddock and the genersl himself were both
taken by rurprise, and the consequence wan a total negleet or
forgetfolnees of the proper mode of defence or attack. After
n few discharges from the uneeen destroyers in the wood,
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Washington remained of all the aids alive. 1In fact, the whole
dutien of the day devolved on him, and the entire resistancs
on the troops of Virginia. Iie exposed himself to thousands
of unerring marksmen; his clothes were perforated with bul-
lote, and twice washishorse shot undi v him, Vet he ercaped
without a woond, as it to justify the prediction of the old
Indisu warrior that led flie Lostile savuges, whe used long
afterwarix to declare— That man wus wever to be killed by
a ballet, for ke had seventeen times Lind o faiv «hiot al him with
hia rifle, yet conld not bring lim down.”

All accounts ngree that the unfortunate Ihaddock behaved
with great gallantry, though with Little Qiacretion, in this
trying situation. Iie encouraged lis sp)dic ra, and was cryiog
out with Wir speaking-tmmpet, ‘¢ Harral, Loys! lome the
saddie or win the horse!™ when a bullet struck him, and he
fell to the ground, exclaiming—* lfa, boye! 1'm gome I
During all this time not a cannon had Leen {ired by the Britinh
fureen, It waz at this moment thut cus who way with him
at the time, wlo is still hiviug, and on whose homble iestis
wony 1 rely evem with more conlidence thow on the wmore im-
posaible authority of history, thus descritas Waslgton, = |
saw lim take hold of a brass fild-picce, au if it had becu o
sticlk, He looked like a fury; Le tore up the sheet lead from
the touch-hole; he piaced one liand on the mnzle, the other
on the breech; he pulled with this, and pusbed with that, and
wheeled it ronud awif it hud been nothing, It tore the ground
like a barshare.. 'I'he powder-monkey rushed up with the
fire, and thep the cannon began to bark, I tell yon. They
fought spd they fought, and the Indisus began to finfle, when
the roat of the brass cannon made the bark of the trees fiy,
and the Indians came down. That place {hey call Rock
Hill, and there they left five hundred men dead on the
mw

* Akind of plouglh.
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The srmy of Braddock wufftred a total defeat. ‘The survi-
vore retrested acroms the Monongnhela, where they rested, wad
the geners! breathed his last, His gullant bebaviouwr during
the trying situntion in which he was placed, and his death,
which in some measure paid the pemalty of his fool-hardihood,
heva preserved to hin memory some litfle rewpect, apd for his
fate perhaps more sympathy than it merited. Ho was one of
those military men of little chavacter and deaperate forfune
which mother conntries are accustomed to send out for the
purpose of foragivg in the rich fields of their colonies. He
was succeeded in b command by Colonel Dunbar, who or-
dered all the atores, except such an were indinpensably necen-
sary, to be destroved, and sought safety, with the remsinder
of his European troops, in the distant repose of the city of
Philadelphia, where he placed the army in winter-quarters in
the doy daye, lenving Virginia to the protection of her gallant
rangers.

The conduct of the British troops, on this occasion was,
thongh perhaps uatural in the terrible and wnatried sifuntion
in which they were placed, such as to excite the contempt of
Washington and has provinciais, to whom the escape of the
mrviving regulars was entirely owing. It was ke and they
that exclosively made head againat the invisible enemy, snd
finally g0 checked s proceediogs o fo secure a quiet retreat
to n place of security. Bot for them, iu all probahility, searce
a man would have escaped. ‘The British officers bebaved with
great gallanfry, and opwards of sixty of them were either
klled or wounded; buf the privates exhibited nothing tmt
cowerdice, confasion, and disobedience : and it ecerns quits

hable that Washington here learned a secret which was of
ite wervice in his future career by tenching him that
British grenadiers ‘were not invincible.

The provincial troops, on the coutrary, acconling to the

teslmony of Weshington, % bebaved Like men,” to ane bis owa
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isngusge. Out of three companies that wets in the action
bat thirty sorvived. The regulars, on the contrary, “ran
awey like sheep before hounds,” leaving every thing to the
mercy of theenemy. * Wheu we endeavoured to rally them,”
continnes Washington, i Lis lefter to the governor of Vire
ginin, #in hopes of retaining the ground we had lost, and
what wag left on it, it wan with us little snccess an if we had
attempted to have sopped the wild bears of the mountaine,
or the rivolets wath our feet.”

The conduct of Washington vn tlis $rying occzeion con-
firrod him m the affections und confidence of Virginia, and
gav.. occasion to more fhan one presage of kis fotore emi-
nence. Among the rest, the Hev. Mr, Davies, in a sermon
preached soon after Bradduck's defeat, taking oveasion to al-
lade to an event which was fraught with sach disastrons con-
sequences, uttered the following senfence, which long after-
weards was cunsidered prophetic—*1 cannot bot hope,” he
said, “that Providence has preserved this youth to be the
saviour of his country.”*

Bat suck predictivns rewt vn the eaperience of the past, not
on an insight into tle futore. The iuapirativo which dictated
the senfiment of Mr. Davien, was, withoul donbt, founded on
the solid basis of an nccurate knowledge of the virtues, aee
quirernents, and chearacter of Washington. These fumnjshed
the best auguries of the future, and hore a wure iestimony
that, should the period ever arrive when their exercise would
become necessary to the salvation of his country, she would be
paved by Washington.

The Virginia Assembly being in seseion when the mews of
Braddock's defeat and death, and Dunbar's iguominious de-
sertion, arrived, at once waw the dangers to which the pro-
vincs was now exposed. Sixteen companies were accord.
ingly raised, the command of which was offered to Washinge
on, accompenied by the rare compliment of permimsion
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name hin field ofifiera, Thiz offer was cheerfully sccepfed,
thoogh it necessarily imposed on him a charge of the most
critical nature. The whole froutier of Virginis, extending
three hundred apd sixty miles, now lay exposed to the incur-
sions of hordes of savages, whore smosrment weas midnight
murdera; whose fury sparcd neither age nor -vx; whose en-
mity wan insatinble; whoee revenge, invapreasibly terrible.
The means poseeesd by the proviuce were inudequate to the
purpesen of effctaul protection; the Butish sovernment had
deserted them, ur at lea-t was ignor.nt of the desertion of
Danbar; fhe royal guvernor was ineilicient, jea‘ous, or indif-
ferent, and the safety of Virginia depended on herself » “ae.
Her arms were courage snd pniriotism—hor tutelary peuing
was Washington,

The eravege hod aleady eommenced {hddr 11ody career,
accompnnisd, aud, if not instigated, at least uot controlled by
their allies : and now was seon what has ®o often diegraced
the Christian name in thiz New World, the aseociation of
those whose religion is mercy m.i Logiveness, with those
who never forgive, A seme enm <0 whidl, if 1 conld prevail
apon myrell {0 ent v nale tonit Juinily, wonld thrill the
hearts of my youog readors, and make thera shiver en with an
ague. (ivilized warfure, in its worat aspect, iv nothing com-
pared with the sfrife of' ke wilderness with wiid end savage
warriore, painted like fends, und yelling like inforiated mad-
men. This for ages was the desliny of your forefathers, my
young readers, apd never should yoa forget the sacred duty
of sffectionate gratitade to their memory. ‘They won for you
# dear-bought prize, and loft you a uoble legney, which you
will one day learn fo cherish as inestimalle.

Now came the time that tried men’a souls and bodies too.
The pagan redmen and their Christian allies scoured the whols
frontier of Virginia, and the wretched inhabitants, scatiered
at far distances from ench other, in scanty numbers that pre«
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Inded effeciual resistance, soffered all the horrors of mvage,
craplty, instigated and abetted by the arts of civilized white
men. Nothing was spaved ; no age, a0 8ex, 0o man, WoDAB,
or child, conld hope for mercy, hving or dead ; for the revenge
of the red man i not satiated by murder; it outlives the
death of its vietim, and wreaks it 1aat efforts on the inani-
mate body. The smoke of burning cottages, and the shrieks
of murdered victims, were seen and heard to anse from the
depths of forests, and the repose of nature was disturbed
by Indisn yells and dying groans mingled 1 one horrible con-
eert,  Fifteen hondred savages, divided into separate parties,
ncoured the fromtier, and, pewetrating towards the more com~
pact settlements, carried terror od ruin in their irain, All
who did not flee were murdered and scalped, and ina few
months the frontier was & desert and a grave.

In this cruel state of thingn, the hopes of Virginia rested on
Washington and her own means of defence. Dunber was af
Philadelphia : the governor was suspected of heing jealons of
the reputativn of the risg bero, aud of that acquired by the
provincial troups, whose cunduet at the fatal defeat of Brad-
dock was contrasted with that of the hossted and boasting
vegulars; and the province was left to her own limited re=
sonrcen, Fort Duqueene, the great heed-yuarters of the em-
pire of the forest, was in tle hands of the French; the Indinn
tribes of the Weat were, without exception, uoder their in-
fluence, and a fromtier of three hundred and eixty miles was
to be defended by seven hundred mihtia. But thewe were
commanded by Washingfon.

He waa but twenty-two years of age when he accepted
the ardoous fask of defending Ins country from Christian am-
bition, wavage fury, and remorseluss revenge, Nothing bmt
the purest motiven of patriotism could have prompted him to
undertake such & duty with the means at his command, The

9
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the extensive ji0e novwr exposed to the incumions of the savages
and thair jp-Lig8t0rs. To keep it together would be to leave
sanad)4 Parties would be o enswre their destruction. Bosnty
force wes, it was deficient in supplies of every kind.
- "If he fought the enemy in mass, he wonld certuinly be beaten ;
if be declined, he would aa certainly ba blamed. Every
mavage murder would recoil on his head, and every burning
cottage light up a flame of indignation againet him, Add te
this, that the old royal governor was now ill-dispowed to-
wards him, not only on #he score of his popolarity, but his
firm and manly remonstrances whenever he felt himself callad
upon to point out the existence of errorm or peglect, eand the
means of remodying or avoiding them io future.

It was in the midat of such difficuitios, embarrassments, snd
mortifications, that Washington became echooled to that pa=
tience, fortitude, and perseverance, which prepared him to em-
counter the obstacles that everywhere presented themselves at
the commencement and through the whole progress of that
great Bevolotion which he coosummated by his talents and
his patriotiom. The royal governor, with the usual wisdom
of such dignitaries ag generally fall to the lot of colonies, had
determined to act on the defensive. There was no hope of
being able $0 conguer Fort Duquesne, the possession of which
epabled the French fo commend the Ohjo apd inflnence the
Indians. Washington therefore procseded to establish, as far
a» practicable with his limited means, & chain of small forts
along the frontier, in which he piaced the principal part of his
little army. With the remainder be traversed the frontier for
#he purpose of arresting and punishing the depredations of the
navagen, and this service he performed with a vigoor apd ce-
lerity that will never be forgotten by Virginia.

In the course of three yenrs of incessant toil, exposure, pii«



LIFR OF WANNINGTOM. 5

wations, aod dungers, ke was witoess £0 a succession of scenes,
$he particolar reiation of which would swell this volume be-
yond ite salutery limits, and at the same titne serve to exem-
piify the barbarities of savage warlare, un well as the uncon-
querable fromesy snd vigour of this admirsble young wan.
At sn age when too many of our youth are either engaged
frivolous amusements, or murdermg their precious time in the
indulgence of degrading passions that equally destroy the body
snd corropt the mind, Washington wae occupied night and
day in the highest duties of a patriot, defending the unpro-
facted, shielding the bare hosom of bis country, and laying the
foundation of & feme na laating as it is pure and undefiled. It
in aufcient for my porposs to may, that all that imagination
ever conceived, or experience realized of cruslty, wuffering,
and despair, was presented in the three years of savage war-
fare which succeeded the defeat of Braddock.

Traversing the wilderness where here and there & log-house,
or a little cluster of Jog-hounes, with a culfivated apot around
them, had a fow days before, perhape, preseniod a smiling
picture of the firet efforte of man to cope with the wild lnxuri-
ance of nature, he would comea {o & pule of emoking ruins, over
wrhich the birds of prey were svaring, and aronnd which tha
huogry welves wers yelping and howling. Their prey was
#he mangled, perhaps half-consumed, body of a helpleas wo-
man, an innocent girl, or » specchlesa infant that never drew
nourishment but from the hreast of 1ts mother. Mangled with
the knife or the tomshawk, or perforated with bullet-holes—
their bodies scorched black with fire, and hall devoured by
bessts and birds of prey—their head stripped of its eovenng
of bair by the crooked sealping-knoife, they lay festering in the
mn, sad monaments of savage revenge, or bloody ferocity.

The history of no people that ever existed affords wach a
wucocssion of dangers, hardships, and sufferings as were en~
€ountered -y the ancestors of my young readers. They came
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from the enjoyment und hahits of civilized life to the untracks
ed wilderness, or, what in atill worss, & wildernenss tracked
only by s race of wild red-men, the most impracticable in their
barbariem, the most unforgiviog in their hate, of any recorded
in the annala of the world. They endured all, woffered all,
conquered all, and though they had powed their seed in dan~
gers and terrors besetting them on every side, it did not fall
on rocks and barren places. It grew and flourished, and ex-
tended into a rich snd glorious harvest, which those who wre
now reaping shoald repay by venerating their virtoes end imi<
tating their example.

‘Washington was not accustomed to dwell on this, one of the
mont painful and arduous periods of his life. But there is one
tale of horror which hs related on & particular occasion when
questioned on the wuhject by & cherished friend, which will
glve some idea of scenes that were of almost daily occurrence
doring these gloomy and disasfrous times. It has been pre,
served, as nearly as possible 1 us own words, by one whose
situation afforded him the best means of information.

“ QOne day,” said Washiogton, “es we were tmversing a
part of the frontier, we came upon 2 single log-house, stund-
ing in the centre of a little clearing sarrounded by woods on
all sides. As we approached we heard the report of a gun,
the usnal signal of coming horrorn.  Qur party erept cantionaly
through the uoderwood, until we approached near enough to
ses what we had already foreboded. A smoke was slowly make
ing ite way throngh the roof of the house, while at the same
moment 3 party of Indians came forth Jaden with plonder, con=
sisting of cloths, domestic utensils, household furniture, and
dripping scalps. We fired, and killed sll but one, who tried
to get away, but was soon shot down.

“ On entering the hnt we eaw a sight thef, though we were
familiar with blood and massacre, strock us, at least myself,
with feelings more mournful than I had ever experienced be
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fore. On abed in one comer of the room lay the body of a
young woman swimming in blood, with a gash fn her fore-
head which almoat separated the head into two parts. Onher
breast lay fwo little bobes, apparently twina, less than a
twelvemonth old, with thrir heads also cot open. Thair in-
nocent blood, which hnd vnee flowed 1 the rame veiny, mow
mingled in ome eurrent again. 1 wan inured to scenes of
blocdshed and misery, but this cut me v the soul, and never
in my after-life did I raise my hand agansta navage withont
calling to mind the mother with her littls twinw, their hesds
cleft asunder.

“ On examining the teacks of the Indians to ser what other
murders they might bave eommitted, we frund a littls boy,
and a fuw steps beyond his father, both scalped, and both stone
dead. From the prints of the boy, 1t would seem he had been
following the plough with hia father, who being probably shot
down, he had attempted to cscape. Bot the pour boy was fol-
lowed, overtaken, amd murdened.  The ruie was complate.
Not one of the family Lad leen spaied.  Hach wos the charac-
ter of our miscrable warfare. The wretched prople on the
frontier never went to rest without bidding each other fares
well; for the chances were they might never wake again, or
awake only to find their last pleep. Un leaving one spot for
the purpose of giving protection to another point of exposare,
the scone was often snch aa 1 nhall never forgef. The women
and ehildren clung round our knees, heseeching us to atay and
protect them, and erying out for Liod'4 uake not to Teave them
to be butchered by the savager. A hundred times § declare
to Heaven, 1 would have lzid down my life with pleasure,
even under the fomahawk and scalping-knife, could I
have ensared the safety of those suffering people by the sa-
erifies.”

The difficulties of his situation were aggravated by mali~
cious reports andinsinuations, reftecting on his conductand ca-
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pacity in those misersble times, He was amailed by wecret
enemies, who poisoned the mind of Governor Dinwiddie, and
added to hiv nnwillingnese to give effcient aid to the conduct
of this disfreasing war. There are extant letters of Washing«
ton to that officer, vindicating his proceedings with p munly
firmmess, joined to A modesty highly becoming, and calling for
the names of his secret accusers. In the midst of these ineidi-
ous attacks he however always had one great comsolation in
the conaciousnees, of performing his ardncus doties to the extent
of his power, snd the increasing confidence of his countrymen.
Thosa eufferings which he could not prevent by hie valour, he
predicted by hisgagacity , and every failure of measures whichhe
had endeavonred to prevent only served to prove his superiority
over those whose orders he wasobliged to obey. Thuabe rose
with the calamitiea of the times, and shone only the brighter
for the darkness which surronoded him.

To make matters still wuorse, and increase the miserion of
Virginia, the British ministry sent cut Lord Loudon, as gover~
por and commander-in-chief. Frenklin has given hin charac-
ter, and pronounces it entirely made up of #“indecision.” < He
was like 8t. George on the wigns, always on horseback, but
pever rode on.” It may be supposed, that under such a come
mander-in-chief matters conid only becoma worse than they
were before. Washington presented him with a statement, in
‘which, with hi» ueoal directness and brevity, he pointed ouf
the fatal consequences of that system of defensiva operations he
had heen compelied to adopt, detaled the destifute situation
of his {roops, urged en immediate atfack on Fort Duguesns,
the possesmion of which by the British could, he foresaw, alone
secure the people of Virginia from the calamities they were
now suffering.

Bat the views of Lord Loudon were directed to smother
quarter. He aspired to the conquest of Cansds. His plan
was {0 invade that province with the great body of his forces,
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leaving only twelve lmndred men to guard the whole southem
frentier. Virginia was thus not only left to protect hereelf,
ot to aseist the defence of the weaker colonies of the South.
But the maxim aud the practice of Washington wan never to
sbandon his exertions in a good cavse. He torned upon
Lirgtenant-Govemnor Dimwiddic and to the aesembly of Vir«
ginis, once more urging the impurtance of a proper organiza~
tion of the militia and the raising of a regmlar force. But it
was his fate in almost every period of hia life to feel and to
wffer from the conseyuencen of legislutive folly or inactivity.
His remonstrances were not only disregarded, but the effective
force was diminished 1nstesd of Leing increased. Almost any
other man would have retired from wsuch o service in disgust ;
hut Washingtun, happily for lur country, was one of those to
whom the neglect and inefficiency of others were only stime~
lativen fo new exerbous and new sacrifices.

He urged and re-orged the capture of Fort Duguesne, which
he had learned wes only garrvoned by three hundred men,
But that system of defensive warfare, which he from the firwt
strennously opposed, and which fatal experience had proved
to be altogether nugatory, warstili continued, and prodeced
only a repetition of calamties. A mecoud time the savages
und their allies broke in upon the frontier, approaching still
nearer to the older settlements, laying waste the country west
of the Blue Ridge, and spreading destruction to life and pro=
perty wherover they came.  Another muccession of unheard-of
barbarities desolated the land, and the hoasted protection of
the mother country was exemphifled in the tnumphs of the
tomahawk and ecalping-kmife, the murder of defenceleas wo-
men and children. Well might Colonel Barre exclaim, in &
burst of spontaneous eloquence which has scarcely ever been
equalled, when ope of the ministers in a debate in the British
Parliament asked, * Are not the Americans our children
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planted by our eare, noarished by our indulgence, and yro-
tected by our arms #*  'Well might he exclaim:—

« They planted by your care! No, sir; your oppressions
planted them in America. They fled from your tyranny to an
uncoltivated snd inhowpitable land, where they were exposed
%o all the evils snd sufferings which a wildervess slive with
blood-thirsty sevages could inflict. Yet, inspired by a true
English lova of liberty, they thonght nothing of theme, com-
pared with those they had euffered in their own country, and
from you who ought to have been their protectors.

¢ They nourished by your indulgence! Xu, sir; they grew
by your negleet. Your indulgence consisted in sending them
hungry packs of your own creatares to spy out their liberties,
that you might aseai] them by encroackments ; to misrepresent
their actions, and to prey upon fheir sgbetance. Yes, sir;
you sent them mwen whose conduet hax often caused the blood
of these children of freedum to boll 1u their vaines: men, pro-
moted to the lughent seats of justice in tlat country, who, to
my knowledge, had good reason {o dread a court of justice at
home.

¢ They protected by your arma! Mo, gir; they have nobly
{rken up arms in your cause, not their own., They are fight-
ing the battiee of your ambition, not their interests ; they have
exerfed a most beroie valour in the midat of their daily
labours, for the defence of a country whose frontier was
drenched in blood, while its interior contributed all its pavings
for your emo}ument.”

Boon after the arrival of Lord London, Governor Dinwiddie
departed from Virginia, Jeaving behiud him but an indifferent
reputation and a wretched province exposed to all the horrom
of Indian warfare, The admimsiration of the government
davolved, for a short fume, on Mr. Blair, who, during his brief
authority, cordially co-cperated with Washington i all us
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measures for the public security, Lord Loudon, after doing
nothing, refurned to Englaud, and Genersl Abercrombie suoe
ceeded him as commander-in-chief of all the Brinsh forces in
the colonier. The war in the sovth wae committed to the
charge of Generai v, who, mfluvuced by the streng
solicitations of Washiugton, at length determined on sn ate-
tack upon Tort Duguesne.  Belore, however, his preparations
were completed, the savages and their allies u third time
poured in oo the few remainiug ivhabitants of the frontier,
and completed the end history of thene dJisastrous times by
new conflagrations and mawsacrea. Having dons this, they
departed to their wilderness ngain, unmolested, and Iadem
with plonder and bloody trophies

At length, in the yesr of 1758, Genersl Forber put lns army
in motion for the purpose of dislodging the French from their
mirong-hold at the coufluence of the Allegheny and Mononge=
hela. I have now before me the plan of a hine of march pro=
posed by Washiugton and adopted by tie commanding generl,
It dieplaye a perfect knowledwe of the pecolianties of Indian
warfare, and of the n.eans by which they are hest connterncted,
Though distinguished by that rare modesty which was the
charncteriatic of Wasliugton mn every cireum«tance avd sitoa-
tion of life, there is in the lanpunge and sentiments a menly
firmnese, indicating uot only a conviction of right, bat a4 con-
weiousnens of superiority. 1liz long experirmee in tins specien
of warfare had given him a privilege to advive,

Bat though the royn) g.nernl accepted the plam, be did not
fullow the advice by which it was accompanwd. Washington
knew the importance, pay, the aheolufe Decearity, of celerity.
Arrangements had beeu made for forming & junclion with the
warriors of sorne Indian fribes, which were inclined to dewert
tha Trench cauee, and they were now wailing at Winchester
for that purpose. Ile predicted, knowing the impatient diss

o
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position of these wild warriors of the woods, that they wonld
become tived and go home; and so it happened. The sesson
was balf over before the army artived at Winchester, previous
to which, the savages bad left that place, and croesed the
Alleghanies.

It was the lafter end of June before Genersl Forbes left
‘Winehester, sand Washington again had oceasion to predict the
failore of these dilatory operstions. As if studicns of delays,
the oommander, instead of marching by Braddock’s road, as it
was called, where a passage waa siready opened through the
wilderoess, determined t0 cut & new path from a place called
Raystown, against the opinions and remomstrances of Washe
ington. He foresaw the consequences of such & tedions opers
ation, and anticipated the failure of the expedition. In oneof
his letters, he says, “If Goneral Forbes persists at this late
saazon, he will certainly ruin the attempt.”

On another occasion, alluding to these pernicious delays, he
ways, * If this conduet of our leaders does not originate i =~
perior orders, it must proceed from weakness too groms to
name. Nothing but a miracle can bring this campaign to a
bappy isme.” He predicted that the army would be obliged
to winter at Leure]l Hill, withont gathering any laurels, and
that Fort Duquesne would not De captured till the next year,
if it was ever captured. After cutting thie new road through
the wilderness, a work of vast labour and consequent delay,
they reached Laarel Hill some time in the middle of Novem-
ber, &nd a council of war was called to decide upon the pro«
priety of going into winter-quarters here, or turning back apon
‘Winchester,

‘While actually thus employed, some prisoners, who had
been accidentally captured, disclosed the almost defencelems
state of Fort Duquesne. The design of the British government
to aftack Canada having become known to the French gow
verngr, he had withdrawn all the force from the Ohio for his
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dofence at home, with the exception of about three hundred
men. The Indians, who always join what they consider the
strongest side in their co-operation with white mep, dessrted
their French allies, and the British commander was sseured
hat thefort wasineapable of defence, and wonld surrender with~
ontfiringa gun.  Encouraged by the news, he changed hiv plan.
Instead of wintering at Laurel Hill or returning to Winchester,
he marched upen Fort Duquesne, which was evacuated by the
garrison on his approach. Afier sefting fire to the baildiogs,
they embarked in their boats, sailed down the Ohio, and the
French power ceased for ever in that purt of the world.
Thenceforward, until the capture of Quebee by fiaperal
Wolle, and the final extinction of the French empire i North
Americe, the tide of war flowed 10 a direction towarda the
north, The plains of Abrabam, the pass of Yiconderogs, the
Lajkes (‘hamplain and George, and the frontier of Now-York
became the aceldama, the fleld of blood iu the New World.
Virginia ceased fo bleed for a tune; her harramsed citizens
slept quietly in their beds; her gailant rangers reposed from
their toiln; and the Indian warwhoop was heard no more.
Having nobly performed hix duty to luw country 1n her hour
of peril, and seen those objects gained which he had sought
through yeers of danger, sufferiog, and disappointment,
‘Washington now resigued his commiesion, and sought repose
in the shades of Mount Vernon. Ifiv arduonv exertioos and
severe exposured in the service of his beluved countrymen
had impaired in & considerable degree his naturelly five con-
stitution, while his incewsant public daties wecessarily pre-
vented a proper attenton to his domestic affairs. These
conmderations determined his condact, and 2t the close of the
vear 1758, he bade adien to his brothers in arms, who an-
swered him by an affectionate address, and retired to the
bosom of tranquillity, there to remain ill called forth to the
fulfilment of a destiny, as high as ever foli to tho lot of man,



? LIFE OF WANEINGTON,

ﬁammwonlyhmtymymofyuu,m&y&thd
twrice racerved the thanks of the representatives of the people
of Virginia. His character was frmly estabhshed for in-
tegrity, firmuess, patnotism, and military ekill, Everywhere
he was locked up to as the first of the sons of Virginis; s
her sword and shield ; as one who in the hour of danger or
difficulty mght be relied on as & sage m council, & hero in
battle, He had already earned the most precious of all sub-
Junary rewards, the confidence and affections of s country~
men. Such ere the fruits of early exertion mm a virtuous
canve, and such the blessings of & well-spent youth.

CHAPTER V.

Marriage. Domestic Life sad Hotts of Wasthuogton.  Puat Meeting with Mrs,
culﬂl- Prcture of that Lady at the Time she captivated Washington. Obd
y« Hn C Shetch of Mount Vernen. Dnvuaon of
Wushingion's Time. Hours of iung, 1etanng o 1est, heeakfasting, dining,
&c. Hustempermuce,  Kindness to his relatoees yesnling at Mount Vermon.
Discipiine of huia Servants. Extracts from his old Almanao of 1762, His
Costom of retiring to read.  Anecdote of old ¥ ‘Troubles with Eng-
land. Inelected to the First Congrow.

1 Ay now to present Washington to the contemplation of my
young resders in a chavacter not less worthy of thewr admira~
tion, and in which they may il imitate him if they please.
The ensuing fifteen years of s hife were spent in rural occu-
pations, rural exercises, and the performence of his dufiea as
& husband, a master, and & farmer, occasionally interrupied
by those of & justice of the peace and a member of the Vir-
ginia Assembly. In the latter capacity he was a highly usefal
legislator, but too much & man of energy and action to be &
great orafor, althoegh admirably clear in deportment. I have
indeed obmerved that fow of the colebrated orators of ancient
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or modern times were ever much distinguished for military
skill and prowess. Many who can tell how a thing should
be dons, are atferly incapable of doing it, and it has passed
into a proverb, fhat those who are good at talking are seldom
good at any thing else,

Boon after his retirement from the serrice, he married Mr.
Martha Custin, & 1ady born in the same year with himeelf, of
considerable personal atiractions, and large fortume., Iler
maiden name wes Dandridge, and both by birth and marriage
she was connected with rome of the most reapectable familien
in Virginia. All her claims to distinction from family con»
nections are now, however, merged in the one great name of
‘Washington, and derive their pareat luntre from an associa-
ticn with the Father of his C'ountry.

It haw been related to me by one whose authority I cannot
donbt, that the firat meeting of Colonel Waehington with his
foture wife was entirely accidental, and tock place at the
bouse of Mr (‘hamberlsyne, who regided on the Pamunkey,
one of the branches of York River. Washington wos on his
way to Williamsburg, on womewhat prresding business, when
he met Mr. Chamberlayne, who, according iv the good old
Virginia custom, which forlads a traveller to pass the door
without doing homege at the fireside of hospitality, insisted
on his Btopping an hour or fwo at his roansion. Wash-
ington complied unwittingly, for his busmess was urgent.
But it ie azid that he wae in no haste to depart, for be had
met the lady of his fate in the person of Mrs. Martha Custiy,
of the White House, county of New Kent, in Virginia.

T have now before me a copy of au original picture of Shis
lady, teken about the time of which I am treating, when nhe
captivated the affections of Washington. It representsa figure
rther below the middle wize, with hazel eyes, and hair of the
wame rolour, finely rounded arms, 8 besutiful chest and taper
waist, dressod in a blue milk robe of the fashion of the times,
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and altogether furnishing = very sufficient apology to & youpg
gentleman of seven and twenty for delaying his jommey, apd
pechaps forgetting his errand for o time. The sun went down
and rose again before Washington departed for Willismsbury,
leaving his heart behind him, and, perbaps, carrying another
sway in exchange. Having completed his business at the
sest of government, he soon after visited the ‘White Houme,
and being accustomed, as my informant eayw, to energetic and
persevering sction, won the lady and carried her off from &
crowd of rivals,

The marrisge took place in the winter of 1759, but at what
precise date ia not to be found in eny record, nor is it, 1 be=
lieve, within the recollection of any person living. I have in
my possession a manuseript containing the particulars of va=
rivus oonvergations with old Jeremy, Washington’s black ser-
vant, who was with him at Braddock’s defeat, and accompa-
nied bim on his wedding expedition to the White House. Old
Jeremy is still living, while I am now writing, and in full pos-
seeion of his faculties. His memory is most especially pre-
served, and, as might be expected, he delights to talk of Masas
George. The whele series of conversations was taken down
verbatim, in the poculiar phrasgology of the old man, and it in
quite imposaible to read the record of thim living chronicle of
the eaxly days of Washington, without veceiving the full con-
viction of ite perfect truth.

From this period Washington resided constantly at Mount
Vernon, one of the moat hesvtiful sifnations in the world. A
wood-crowned bluff of considerable height projects out into
the Potomac, here one of the mont capacious and moble of
rivers, affording an extensive view both above and below.
A five lawn slopes gracefully from the piazza in front of the
honse to the brow of the hill, where, high above the wave, yon
stand and view a wide prospect of great variety and interest.
The house was at the fise of his marringe of indifferent size
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and convenienoe, but was shortly improved into a capacions
and imposing mension. The place is worthy of him with
whose memory it is inseparably amsociated, and long may it
sppertain to the family and name of Washington.

He here put in practice that aystem of regularity and of tem~
perance in every species of indulgence and of labour, which he
pervevered in, as far an was consistent with his circomstances
and situstion, during the remainder of hie life. His moments
were numbered, and divided, and devoted to hia various objectw
and purgnits. His hours of rising and going to bed were tha
mme throughout every season of the year. He always shaved,
dressed himeelf, and answered s letters by candle-light in
summer and winter; and his time for refiring to reat was nina
o’clock, whether he hed company or not. He breakfaated at
seven o’olock in summer, and eight in winter; dined at two,
and drank his tea, of which he was very fond, early in the
evening, never taking auy sapper. ITis broakfant always con~
sisted of four amall corn-caken, split, buttered, and divided
into quarters, with two small-sized cups of tea. At dioner
be ate with a good appetite, but was nut choice of his food;
drank amall-beer at his meals, and two glasece of old Madeira
after the cloth was removed. He scarcely aver exceedod that
quantity. The kernels of two or fhree black-walnuts com=
pleted the repast. He was very kind, affectionate, and atten
tive to his family, scrapulously vheervant of every thing relat.
ing to the comfort, as well as the deportment snd mannpers, of
the younger members.

Hiw babits of milifary command produaced a eimilar system
with regard to his servants, of whom bLe exacted prowmpt at-
tention and obedience. These conditiony complied with, and
they were anre of never being subjected to caprice or passion.
Neglect or ill-conduet wes promptly noticed, for the eye of
the master was everywhere, and wothing connected with the
economy of his entate escaped him. He koow the vaine of
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independence, and the mode by which it is obtwined and pro-
served. With him idleness was an object of contempt, and
prodigality ot a1ersion. He never murdered an hour jn wilfzl
indolence, or wasted a dollar in wurthless enjoyment. He was
as free from extravagance as from meanness or parsimony, and
never in the whole course of his life did he turu his back on a
fiiend, or trifle with s creditor.

In an old Virgima almanack of 1762, belonging to Washing-
ton, and now before me, mterleaved with blank sheets, are
various memoranda relating to rural affaire, all in his own
hand-writing, a few of wlich I shall extract, for the pur
pose of showing my youthful readers that an attention to his
private affaira was not conwidered beneath the dignity of the
man destined fo wield the fortunes of hiz comntry.

April 5. Sowed tunthy-seed ju the old spple-orchard be-
low the hill.
« 7, Sowed, or rather eprinkled a little of ditto o
the oats.
¢ 26, Began fo plant corn at ail my plantations.
May 4. TFimished planting corn at ell my plantations.

Thus, in the dignifled simplicity of usefulness did this grea
and good man employ himself daring the years which elapee
between the period of his retirement after the expulsion of th
French from the Ohio, unti! the commencement of the trouble
which preceded the Revolution. Ilis occupalion was hor
bandry—the nolleat of all others; his principal amumsemer
wan hanting the deer, which at that fime abounded in ti:
foresta of the Potomac. Here his skill In horsemanship rer
dered him conspicaous above all his competitors. He ale
read much, and hie hour was enrly in fhe morning.

His custom was to retire to a private room, where no or
was permitted to interrupt him. Muoch curiosity prevaile
among the servants to know what he was about, and o
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Jeremy relates that, in order to gratify it, he one moming en-
tered the room under pretence of bringing & pair of hoote.
‘Washingion, who was reading, raised his eyes from the book,
and getting quietly up-—+T tell you,” said Jeremy, “I go out
of de room faster dan I come in!”

Yuring this long interruption of Lis military life, Washing-
{on was, either constantly or at short intervals, a member of
the Virginia Assembly, where he resolutely and frmly opposed
the claims of British supremacy that now became daily more
importunate and tenacious. 7The British oflicers serving under
Braddock, Loudon, Forbes, and othern, Laving beeu frequently
entertained in the houses of the plautern of Virginia, withall
the appurtenances of apparvot wealth, had carmed home to
England reporta of the luxuries enjoyed and dispensed by
thewe prosperous eoloniats. The genvral opinion in thal State
has always beeu, that these disclosures of unruepecied wealth
firat guve the British ministry an 1dea of taxing the colouies.
There is alvo a trudition that a certuin wenlthy Virginiau, bo-
iog vn a visit to Englend, engaged in play with the old Duke
of Cumberland, the vietor of Culloden, and lost, @ think
twenty thousand ponnds, which he poid promptly by a check
on hie baxker. This fact becoming known, the miniatry natur-
ally concluded, that colonies affurding such pigeous as this,
roight reasonably be called upoa to pay for what they were
pleased to call the protection of fhe mother country. The
source from which this ancedote iv derived entitles it to entire
credit.

But whatever may bave been the immediate canaen, the time
wad now approaching when fhe repose of Washington, and
the liberties of his fellow-citizens, were to be assniled by the
pretensionn of power. The claim of the mother-countyy was
a right to tax the colonies through the egency of parliament in
wrhich t:cy were not represented ; the great principle asserted
by the colonies was, that taxation end representation were in-
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izpaired by hard service in the wilderness, and to restore that
vigour and activity for which in bis youth he had been s0
highly distinguished. It may not be upinteresting to my
young readers to deseribe him as he i represented in & por-
trait painted at Mount Vernon in 1772, by the elder Mr.
Paale, a porirait of which is now belore me. That worthy
old gentleman used often in lis latter daye fo relate thaf,
while engaged in this work, be was one day amusing himself
with the young men of the family in playing at quoita and
other exercizes, when Washington joined, and completely out-
did them all,

As nothing relating to the Father of 1is Connfry can be un-
interesting to hia children, I will here give another anecdote
fMuetrating hix etrength, in the words of one of his nearest
connaxions, who is efill living,

“We -were sitliog,” raid le, “in the little parlour
fronting the rivor, to the right as you enfer the portico.—
The geperal and wseveral olhers were present-——among them
two young men remarkable for their strength, when a
back-log rolled from the chimmey out on the hearth. The ge-
neral fook the tongs and very deliberately, without spparent
effort, put it back in its place. A quarier of an hour after-
warda he went ouf, and the gese with which he handled it ba-
came the subject of remark.* The log waes taken down, and
not a man of n3 could lift, much less put it in ifs place again.
Finally, one with the tongs, another with the shovel, we all
set to, and succeeded in replacing it. The general, thongh re-
markably strong in all his limbs, was particularly eo in his
bands and fingers.”

The porfrait to which I refer, and which was taken shortly
before Washington entered on his last and great career, repre-
pents & man in the vigour of his prime, in the uniform of the
provincial troops; a cocked hat of the fashion of the fime; a
blue coat, faced and lmed with ecarlet; waistcoat and
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breeches of the same colour. The coat and waistcont, in the
leff-hand pocket of which ix seen a paper, endoreed  Order
of merch,” are both edged with eilver lace, and butions of
white metal. A gorget, shaped like a crescent, and hearing
the arms of England, is sospended from the neck by a blue
riband, and an embroidered Lilac-colonred crape sash thrown
over the left shoulder. ‘The right hand ia partly thrust into
the waisteoat, and covered with a thick buff bockskin glove,
and the Ieft arm is paesed behind the hack so as to sastzin a
fasee, the barrel of which projects above fhe shoulder. This
wan the very dress he woreonthe fatal feld of Hock Hill,
where Braddock fell.

The face is that of a fresh apd romewhat forid man, with
light-brown hair. The eye o deep viewr blue, full of spirif
and vivacify; the nose resemblinvg that of his asubsequent
likenesses, but much more becoming; and the mouth indica-
ting most emphatically that ancouquerable frmness of par-
pose, that inspired perreverance, that coo! yof ardent char-
aeter, which the history of hi+ whole life exhibits. 1 shounld
judge from this picture that Waslungion was natorally of a
vivacious temperament, for his eye is full of fire, and i exe
pression rather gay than grave, and I wlwll, in the course of
this work, lay before my young readers some proofk in sape
part of my opinion. The iuceskant cares and labonrs he
encountered scon after thia peried, and the weight of those
momentous interests which so heavily lay on his mind, and
would have weighe d almost any other fo the earth, were
pmply sufiicient to repress hia natural vivacity. Hence, from
the data of his accepting the command in the great crusade
for the establishment of the rights of hie country, he was
peldom Imown to be gay, scarcely ever langhed aloud, mnd
his character was that of gravity, if not something more.

Washington was upwards of eix feet in height; robust,
tut of perfect symmetry in his proportions; eminently cals



70 LIFR OF WASHINGTON.

oulated to mustain fatigie, yot without that hoaviness whish
urzally acoompanies great moscular power, and abates active
exertion. His movements were graceful; his manver dis-
plsyed a grave self-poesession, and was casy and affable. Al
those who ever associated with him have remarked that in-
describable dignity which, though it created an affectionate
eonfidence, at the same time vepressed all freadoms, and for-
bade the indulgense of the slightest indecorum in his prewence.
Hin most remarkable feature was his mouth, which was per-
foctly anique. The lips firm and compressed. The under
jaw scemed to grasp the upper with forcs, as if the muscles
were in fll action, even while he sat perfectly atill apd com-
posed. Yet an air of beniguity and repose always pervaded
his face, and his smile displayed an extraordinary stiraction.
No man ever poasessed in w higher degree the art, or rather
the moral and physicel gunlifications, to ensare the reypect
and affoction of mll who came within the circle of hLis
influence.

Such was ‘Washington when the wuffrages of his country-
men called him from his retirement, first fo assint by his
coupcils, and next to vindieata their rights in the strife of
arms, ‘While attending upon his dutics as & member of the
first Congrew, he was, on the fonrteenth of Jume, 1775,
unanimonsly chosen commander-in-chief of the armies of the
United Coloniow, and all the forces now raised or to be raised
by them. Bome little effort was made in favour of General
‘Ward of Massschusetts; but, happily for the cause and the
country, locel feelings and personal predilections were nohly
wacrificed on the altar of patriotism, and the destinies of
liberty feil upon one folly adsquate o their seppork

‘Washington accepted the dangerous pre-eminence offered
him with thaf modenst firmuess which never deserted him. I
have & letter before me ammonncing the event to Mre. Wash-
ington, and expreswing his doubts whether he is qualified for
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the task be had vedertaken, with a mmphaty that preclodes
all 1den of affoctation, i such a weaknom were compatble wath
Ins characier Another, wniten jnet before hun depariure for
Doaton, to asvome a commend winch promsed httle but
daficnlty and dwsaster, 1f not disgrace and death, I shall now
J*y before my young reeders It atonce dieplays hus domeatic
fochogs, hus unaffocted diffidence, hus umform and nffecting
relinpoe on the gooduess of Prondence

¢ Philedelplva June 23d, 1775,
# My DEABEST,

¢ As | am wnthin a few minntes of leaving thie city, T conld
not thmk of departing from 1t withont dropping you a hne,
esperially as I do not know whether it wall be 1n my power
to write agmn untl I get to the camp atf Boston. I go Killy
trusting m that Providence which has heen more bountiful to
mé than  deserve, and m full confidence of a happy mesting
wnth you mn the fall I have not hime to add more, as I am
wmrrounded by company to take lease of me T retmn an
unattersble affaction for you, which nether fime or dutance
ckn change. My best love to Jack, and Nelly, and regards
to the rest of tha famuly, concludes me with the utmost
sinoenty,

“ Y our entire,
“ Geo. WABHINGTON ™

By accepting the command of the army of the United Colo=
mes, Washington placed lus hife and fortune on the wsue of
the struggle. He not only meked the penis of batéle, wluch
every brave man 18 willing o encounter 1 8 yust cause, but
the 1mmnent danger of perishing on the scaffold or under the
gallows. Ass Jeader m what was called n rebelion by the
Bnbsh goverament, the rumn of the cause of hus couniry
wenld, almost as & matier of couree, have been followed
eitber ¥y o voluntery exile, or an 1gnonunious death, Indeed,
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my young readers ought never, while they live in the enjoy-
ment of the blessings of liberty, to forget those who won and
transmitted them to posterity, fought, as wans the reproachful
phrase of their haughty antagonists, < with halters round
their necks,” and at the risk of perishing, as the unsnoccesafnl
champions of liberty have always perished, with the stigms
of troason on their names. Upder all these circumstances,
we have a right to presume, and such a conclusion accords
with tha whole tenour of his life, thaf, in accepting a atation
Iranght with so many dangers and discouragements, Wash-
ington was actuated, not by the love of power, but sclely by
an attachment to Ins conntry and to the righta of his fellow-~
citizens.

The trinmph in the cause of freedom, achieved by the United
States, as they were now soon to be denominated, has already
attracted the admiration of nations. But they knew not half
the duflenlfies the good people of the colonies had {0 encoun=
ter. There was a moral inflaence which, of itaelf, war almost
insgrmountable. An influence which to this day festers in the
veins of the free citizens of this independent confaderation,
dependent in every thing but mind. It was the influence of
that long habit of inferiority which in ever the inglorious
larthright of eoloniew,

The idea of European superiority, and most espacislly of
British valour, British wisdom, and, above all, British power,
was an inheritance of our forefathers, and hss descended to
their children. In their eyes, England was invincible—she
grasped the trident of the ocean in one hand, and in the other
the aceptrs of the land. Equally pre-eminent in arms, in
science, and in literatare, the idea of opposing her power, or
resisting her pretensions, was almost equivalent to that of the
war of the pigmies against the gianta. It scemed not conrage,
but temerity; not fortitude, but presumption ; not the calm
deliberate energy of freemen, determined to assert theig rights,
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but the frenzy of a elave, guashing his teeth, and vainly at-
templing to break his fetters. It wus a grest effort to over-
come these long preposseseions, and if was reerved for the
descendants of Eoglishmen o dissolve the charm of invinci-
bility that had been cherished for ages in hehalf of their
forefathers. .

Beaides this sonl-snhdning feelmg of inferiority, which ge-
nerated a thousand miserable feara, there were other real and
gohstantial grounds for all buet despar. The colonies had
suddenly, hy the violent proceeding~ of the Biitisl ministry
in relation to Boston, which bad firat dared fo rpaist the pay-
ment of the dofy on {ea, been precipitated on a crisis which
left them no altrrnative hot solmission or vesistance. They
wore obliged to give up the cavse, or to enter at onee ou it
amserfion by arma.  Withont adequate newan:, vr wnity of ac-
tion, or concert of aystem, they had followed the impulse of 2
generous pafriotism, which caleglatss nn deficienciew, and
flown to the relielr of thewr Lrothors of New-Dnglaud, on
whoee heads the vengeanes of Ungland bad firet alighted.
They were too gHise to waat to aee their neighbours fall before
they came to the rescue, ond oo magnanimona to desert those
who were suffering 1o the commeon caese.

Washington was cleered on his way to Bosfon by the uni-
versal voice of confidence in the new commander; hy a rew-
Tutinn of Congress pledging itself to stand hy him with their
lives apd fortnnes in defence of # Awmerican liberty;” by a
eommittee which mef and escorted him £o Boston : and by an
address presented to him by the Massachaseiis FHouse of Re-
presentatives, conched in the moat respectfal and affsctionate
language.

On enteriog opon the duties of his command, he soon found
that, however ke might rely on the spirit and patriotism of
the people, the army wus in a most destitute state, and af-

)
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forded but mmall grounds for the hope of & waccessfal ismus 10
the struggle st hand, save through s long series of {riale and
suffering. There was w general defect of organization, and an
almost; total absence of all the momtions of war, The arme
were defective, and the -want of powder waa a decisive ob-
stacle to their nse. The letters of Washington, from this time
arward, farnfsh the best exposition of his situation, and the
mont suthentic materials for & luwtory of the dificnltien, de-
lays, and mortificationa he encountered, the heroism, patience,
and persaverance with which be endured or surmounted them.
‘To them, therefore, I shall principally resort in the narmtive
which follows. No one can read these lettars without receiv~
ing & conviction that, dering the whele conrse of the content
for the liberties of the New World, “Washington was the mas-
tar-spirit of the cavee, and that but for his argent solicitations
%o Congress ; his sagacions recommenuations of the messrres
proper to be pureued; his wnweaned perseverauce in sbem=
ming the tide of ill-fortnne, and providing againet its effocts;
his inflexible firmness in bearing up again=~t every exigency;
his conrege, his patriotism, and his genius, Wil reioforced and
sustained by the commanding influence of his character, the
struggle for several years might, in all probability, have been
lengthensd many years more—if it had not been prematurely
brought to an end by the utter defest and subjection of the
States, and the postponement, if not final extinction, of all
kope of independence. If ever uny man merited the greatest
of all titles, that of the Deliverer of his Country, it was
‘Washington]
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CHAPTER VIL.

Jzwees of the Rovolotionary War, aftmr of Lexmgton sud Concord,  Batile
of Buakess I5ill. Washingt ut Boston and suumes the Compend,
Stabe of the Amevican Army. Probable Cauwes of the Inwhvity of Geporal
Howe, Albtemptto duslodge the X from Dorchester Heghte, Ev&~
cuation of Bosicn by the Botsh. Wastington and his Army recelve the
Thanks of Congress. Hus firm stand in behalf of the Amencan Prionsrs, &nd

Threat of Retaliation, General Howe relanes the system pursued by Go-
vernor Gage,

Br#oge entering on & detail of the actions of W ashington in the
great war of the Hevolution, a bnefsketch of thestate of affairant
that time will be useful, to enable my youthful readers {0 com=
prebend what follows. This dspute between England and
her colonies originated in the claim of the former to tax the
Intter without ther conment. They asacrted the rights of
Epglishmen, as ths descendants of Englishtuen; and as no oa-
tive of that country could be taxed without the consent of &
parlinment in which-ne was sapposed to be represented, they
iosisted the same rule shonld be exiended to them. They de=
munded either the right of being represented in the parlinment
of England, or that of taxang themselves through the medivm
of their own colonial assemblien.

Thie right they elweays exarcised, and as they had never on
auy occasion declined contributing the necessary means of de-
fraying their own expenses, and defending themnelves ngainst
the Indisne, and other ememies, there was no jost pre=
text for any innovation on this long-esthhlished practice. The
government of England having discovered that the colonies
Were growing rich, began to think them worth protection
now that they could afford to pay for protection. Under pres
temoo of . burden of defending them against the French and
Indisan In thove W Winch origivated in the rivalry of
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Earopean ambition, and in which they had 10 concern what+
evor, an act of parliament was passed laying a duty on
sfamps. All legal papers were obliged to bear a stamp, for,
which s certain sum was {0 be paid to certain commissioners,
for the use of the Pritish government: and, comsequently,
every spocies of business became subject to this imposition
‘which wan equally oppressive and embarrassiog.

It was not, however, the amount of the tax, nor the vexa-
fious mode by which it was collected, that ronsed the resist-
ance of the Ameticans. They saw that this was the com-
mencement of a great system of imporition, founded on the
supremacy of & pariament in which they were notrepresented,
and in the cypdes of whose members they had no voice what-
ever. They saw that this was the first attempt to feel the
pulse of the inhabitants of the colonies, and that sabmission
now wonld be the signal for new exactions herezfter. Now
therefore, waa the time to veuint, or naver. They munt strain
at the gnat or prepare themselves to swallow the camel.

Others have resisted actanl oppressions ; it was reserved to
the Americans to wreatle for principles alone. They stroggled
against foture rather than present evils; end, with a wisdom,
firmmens, and foresight to which there is no perallelexample in
the history of the world, met on the very threshold the enemy,
which, if they bad once permitted to enter the house, would
have fiorlly turned them out of doors. Their manly yet tem~
perate remonstrances af length procured n repeal of the stamp
act; bet the very abandonment of the practice was accom-
panied by an assertion of the principle of parliamentary szpre-
macy, on which it had been foundad, The Americans con-
tinued dissatisfied with a concession which, while it abated
the grievanes, reserved the right to renew it whenever it was
thought proper.

The frequent and expenaive war of Engiand, whick had
been some time prosecatod upon the new principle of shifting
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on posterity the burdens of their fatherw, had entaled wpom
that country the modern blemsing of a vast national debt
This carried with it the nocessity of additional taxation €o
meet the interest; and the British ministry began to cherish
a denign to make the colomies a party in contribuling to the
payment of debts which they had no sgency in confracting.
Not one of the wars of England, 1n which thene deble were
incurred, had originated in any desire to benefit the United
Colonies. They were the consequences of Europesn ambition
and national rivalry.

The repeal of the stamp act was followed at no great d-
tanes of time by an atiempt to collect a tax on tea, which
constituted an item in the original budget of which the
former wan by far the most vexations, and had pever been
repealed. Again was thet spint of liberty which our ances-~
fors brought with them to the Western wilderness, and be-
gueathed to their postenty, roused fo action Remonstrancer,
petitions, and appeals, the nosf eloquent, and unanswerabls,
couched in language the most respectful, were transmitted to
the parliament, the people, and the kivg of England, All
these addremtes were written with a vigour, a temperats
dignity, and a force of ressoning characteristic of an enlight-
enad people determined to maintain their righta; a people
whose ancestors had songht the nntrodden wilds of o New
World that they might escape the despotism of Charch and
Biate, and bequeathed to them an abhorrence of tyranny. That
to the people of England, writien by John Jay, is one of the
finest productions of those times which awakened and gave
new energies to the genius and virtue of our countrymen. It
furnishes the heads of the principles asserted by our ances-
tore.
“Enow then,” it says, *that we consider ourselves, and do
innint thet we are and ought to be, aw free an our fellow-sub-
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jects of Great Britain, and that no power on earth has u right
o feke our preperty from us without pur consent.

“ That we claim all the benefits secnred 40 the wubject by
the English Constitution, and parficularly that inestimable
ona of trial by jury. That we hold it essential to English
liberty, that no man be condemned suheard, or pomished for
sapposed offences, ‘without having an opportunify of making
his defence.

sThat we think the Legislature of Great Britain is not
authorized by the constifution to esfablish a religion fraught
with sangninary and impiour tenets, or fo erect an arbitrary
form of government in any quarter of the globe. ‘Thewe
rights, we, as ‘well as you, deem macred. And yet, sacred as
they are, they have, with many others, been repeatedly and
flagrantly violated.

“Are the proprietors of the woil of Great Britain all lords
of their own property? Can it be taken from them without
their consent? Will they yioid to the arbitrary disposal of
of any man or number of men whatever? Yon lmow they
will not.

“Why, then, are the proprietors of the woil of America lem
lords of their property than you sre of yours? Or why
should they submit to the disposal of your parliament, or aay
other parliamenf or council in the world, not of their elec
tion? Can the intervention of the sea that dividex ns cause
disparity in our righta? Ur can any reason be given why
Englivh subjects who Iive three thousand miles from the royal
paiace should eujoy less liberty than those who are threa
hundred milem distant from it* Reason looks with indigna-
tion on such chimerical distinetions, and freemen can never
perodive their propriety.”

The people of England responded to the appeal, but had
too little influence to obtain justice for their brethren mcroms
the Atlantic; the king permitted his ministers to follow out
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their own policy; snd the parlisment referred their som<
plaints to what were aptly called “Committees of Oblivion”
where they were nover heard of more.

A fow voices were heard in he British senate pleading the
osuse of the Americans, But though among them were those
of » Burke and a Pitt, they were as voices crying in the wil-
derness, upheard except by stocks and stones, and aninale
without aympathy. Their appeals in behalf of the righis of
the descendants of Englishmen fell dead to the ground, thoogh
they ‘would seem to have been calculatad to awaken the Jead
from their graves. The eider FPitt, who bad in an bour of
woakness bnried fhe glory of an illustrions name in the obe-
scurity of an empty titlex vindicated the rights of onr fore=
fathers in a manner which entiflem him to the lasting grati=
tude of their posterity.

“ For God’s sake,” said he on one occasion, when address-
ng the Housa of Lorde—for God’s sake then, my lords, let
the way be inefauntly opeoed #or reconciliation. I say in-
stantly, or it will be too late. The Americans tell you—and
remember it is the langaage of three millions of people—they
tell you they will never submit to be taxed without their own
consent. They insist on & repeal of your laws. They do ot
ask it as & favour; they clsim it as a right. They demand it.
And T tell you the acts musi be repealed—ihey sofll be ro-
pealed. You cannot enforce them. But the bare repeal will
not satiefy this enlightened and epirited peopie. "What! sa=
tiefy them by cancelling 2 hit of paper—a piece of parchment!
No, my lordel you must go farther; you must declsre you
have no right to tax them. Then they will confide in you.

*f There are, my lords, three millions of whigs in Americs,
Three millions of whigs with armu in their bands, which every
one knows how {0 use, are a formidable body. There are, I
fruet, twice a8 mapy whugw in England ; and I hope the whige

T Tl hoam eranbed Ml of Chatham.
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in both oomntries will anite, and make & commaon oanss in de«
fence of their common rights. They are united hy the strong.
et tlem of sentiment and interest; and will, therefore, I hopes
fiy to support their brethren, I this most alzrming and dis=
fracted state of your affhirs, though borne down by disease, L
have erawled to this house, my lords, to give you my best ad«
vice, which is, to bessech his majesty that orders may be in=
stantly despatched to General Gaga to remove his troops from
Boston, 'Their presence is asouree of perpetusl irritation and
saspicion to those people. How can they trust you with the
bayonet at their breasts P

“ Thoy have 1l the reason in the world 10 behieve that you
mean t0 deal them death or slavery. Let us then set about
this business in earnest. There iz no time to be lost. Lvery
moment in big with danger. Even while I am speaking, tha
decisive blow may be strock, and millops involved in the
consequences, The very first drop of blood that is shed will
make & wound perhaps never 4 bs healed-a wound of such
mcommon malignity as will never be closed. 1t will mortify
the whole hody, and hasten, hoth in England and America,
that dimolution to which all the nations of the earth are des=
&ed."

But when were mother-countries ever just to their children P
‘The inflexible policy has ever been to make their industry irie
butary fo their own loxury and nmbition; to make them the
rich pastures for foragmg their own greedy dependants; to
ingult and harass them with indignities and restraints of every
kind, and finally to leave them no eliernative but elavery or
resigtance wnto death. The voice of wisdom, justice, and
putriotism-—tha elognence of inspiration and virtne combined,
Turating as it were from the brink of the grave, was ooheard.
The knife war placed at the thront of America, and the pro-
phwoy of the great stateaman was fulfilled.

The immediste ovcasion which produced the firgt act of re~
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wistance on the part of the Americans vas an attempt to ine
troduce a cargo of ten into Boston, on which & duty of three«
peace a pound 'was laid by act of parliament. Trifling as it
way, it involved the whole prineiple of he right of taxation
without represenfation, and the patriotic ichabhitants of Bos-
ton, who had before signalized themselves on various occu-
wionw by their stern resistance {0 every encroachment on their
rights, proceeded fo settle the question in a summary manner.
A party dwguised ay Indians entered the vessel, and threw
the whole cargo overboard. Such was the adonrable secrecy
with which this was meditated, proposed, aud performed, that
though every effort was made by the royal governor and his
fnstruments to discover the actors, not one letrayed himself,
or was botrayed by the others. To thia day the names of &
large portion of theee daring patricts remmin either question-
able or unkvown

When this proceeding became kuown in England, it calied
down the vengeance of the mmsiry and 1ts subservient parlia~
ment on the devoted city. Anwct was pansed shettiog up the
port of Boston, and of courss destroying ite frade entirely.
Reinforcements were sent to overnor Gage, and every thing
indicated a mettled determination on the part of the British
miristry to enforce the system of taxation. Thewe ncts roused
the indignation, while they awakened the fears, of the Ameri-
eans. Tha rest of #ke colomes conmdered that Boston wus
suffering in the common cause, and promptiy resolved to make
common cause with her. The people of New-England espe-
cially ook the deepest interest in the fate of their capital, and
a geuercons excitement pervaded the whole country. A gene-
ral congress of all the colonies wea convened, whose first act
was & Declamtion of Rights, in which they asserted the ap-
cient privileges of Englishmen, professed their loyalty to the
king, wrd their determination ¢to risk every thing shork of

nk



their eternal salvation to defend and tranmmit those rights en~
tire to their innocent snd beloved posterity.” The peopls
seconded their representatives, and agreed t0 an abstinenoe
from all British manufactares, which then constituted nearly
o1l their luxuries and most of their comforta.

TIn this state of affairs & spark foll among the combustibies
and lighted the fames of a seven-years war. Coungress had
ordered a depowit of stores and ammunition at Concord, u vil-
lage about thirteen miles from Boaton. Governor Gage
despatched n force of eight hundred grenadiers and light in=-
fantry for the purposa of destroying them. Information hav
ing been sent by Doctor Warren, one of the early martyrs in
the cause of freedom, the iphabitants of Concord and ife
vicinity prepared for the reception of the enemy.

Arriving at Lexington, the British met a parfy of about
twenty militia and thirty or forty nnarmed spectators, Major
Fiteairn, who commanded the former, rods up to them, and
eried out, in a furious tone, * Disperse, you rebels—lay down
your arme and dispesee.” ‘This ipealting coromand not heing
promptly obeyed, he discharged his pistol, and ordered his
men to fre. He waw immediately obeyed, and the inhabitents
fled, while the British continued their fire. This at length
provoked resisfance; the inhabitents retnrned the firs, and
several were killed on both sides,

The British continuned fo advance pmOwwcord. The news
of the affair at Lexington bad spread like fire on & prairie
through the neighbourhood, and roused w spirit of resistance.
Armed men seemed to epring out of the earth; the farmers
left their ploughs sticking in the farrows, and the horses in
their gears, and seizing their muskets, roshed to the defince of
their country. Intimidated, however, by the numhber of the
enemy, they took a position behind a bridge, apd waited for
reinforcements, while the British proceeded to destroy the
stores and ammunition.
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Having done this, they marched upon the bridge to disperse
the militin. They aguin gave the first fire, which was retarned
with such effeet that they were compelled to retreat. They
were pursned by the Ameruans; who, now roused fo vin-
geance, no longer stuod on the Aefoumve.  As they fled tow
wards Boston, it was like rannuing the ganotlet, The woods,
the windowa, and the stone fences were abive with irritated
freamen, and every shot made 1ts mark on the enemy. Theball
rolled, and gathored as it rolled ; and before tire enemy refurned
to Boston, two hundred and seventy-three, iu killed, wounded
snd prisoners, hed paid the forfeit of shedding the firet Hlood
in the cause of oppression.

The inhabitants of Lexington, Concord, and the neighbour«
ing couniry, proved themmelves om this occasion worthy
descendante of the picus and gallant pilgrims, who had sacrie
ficed all for liberty in the O1d World, and braved, in the same
esuse, the dangers, hardships, and prirations of the New. Of
the company of volunteer militia belonging fo Lexington,
seven were killed and ten wounded. I+t secms £0 have been a
family of brothers, for among them were niue of the name of
Bmith, twelve of arrington, and thirteen, one for each of the
sfates, of Munroe.

The name of every man helonging to the little band whichk
farnished the first martyrs to liberty in this western world,
shonld be recorded and remembered. The anniversary of the
battlo of Lexington dewerves to be kept, and Las lately heen
commemorated in a manuer equally honourable to the living
and the dead; and lobg mey it be before the children or the
men of my country become indifferent t0 the herpism and sa«
crifices of their humble ancestors.

On thia pceamion there pecurred instances of devoted and
persevering conrage which may, and ought to be, placed side
by eide with any that adorn the history of Greeco and Rome.
The following will serve as one smong many examples. I%iv
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$hat of Jonas Parker. “He bad hesn heard fo say tiat, be
the consequences what they might, and let others do as they
pleased, he would never mo from the enemy. He was as
good as his word—better. Having loaded his musket, he
pisced his hat, containing his ammunition, on the ground be~
4ween his foot, in readiness for a second charge. At tha
second fire ho ‘was wounded, and sunk on his knees; and in
this condition discharged his gun. While loeding it aganin
upon hiv Imees, and striving in the agonie of death to redestn
hin pledge, he ‘was transfixed by a bayonet, and thos died on
the spot where he sfood and fell,s While my yonthfol
readers glow with affecting admiration over snch examples of
courage and pafriotiem in the lowly village train, let them
receive them as lessons of what they themselves will owe to
their beneflcent country, should it ever again require such
sacrificen.

I have dwelt fhe more parficularly on thig affair because of
the momentoue conscruences which followed, Trifling ae it
appears in iteclf, it was of greater maguitude in ite resalts
than many battles and wars in which empires were laid
waste, and millions perished Ly the aword. It was the fimg
Yink in a chain of circumsfances that drew after it the fate of
the Now, perlieps of the Old World., It wes the firat wen-
temce of a chapter which records {he downfall of oppression,
and fthe commencement of a new era in the history of man-
kind. The course of human affairs; the great change which
is now daily operating on the despotism of power, and the
rights of nations; the revolution of opinions, of governmenty,
and of thinga, 8]l derived a beginning from the fislds of Tex=
ington and Concord. There was shed the blood of the first
martyrs to liberty, and from thence she dates her nmew-bom
existence,

*1 quole from tho fine address of Mr: Edward Everett In commemoration of
e hatide,
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The famons hattle of Bunker Hill followed st no great dis-
tance, and formed the second act of the great drame. A wer
oond. time the kindred blood of the two people who had once
been friends and brothers, flowed in the same strife of prinei-
ple on the one haud, power on the other; there wus the gal-
Iantry of the pssailant met by more than ejual firmness of re-
sistance ; and there upwards of thirteen Lundred of the royay
wrmy paid a second forfeit to their contempt of those whom
they depominated rebels to their king, becanse they refused
{0 be bond-slaves to his ministers. The invaders here learmed
snother lesgon, which taught them that those who are anima-
ted by a love of liberty are never fo be deapised.

The battle of Bunker Will, by wluch name it was first
Inown, and will be longest remembered, ie equally memora-
ble for the gallantry displayed on both sides, as for its im-
preseive influence on the events which followed. It taught
the enemy ceution, and inmpired the Americans with eonfi-
dence. 'The place is w0t strong by nature, nor had the militia,
who took possession, time to {hrow up any other defences ox-~
cept a ditoh of moderate depth aud dimensions and a paliry
breastwork. They had neither cannon nor hayonets, and de-
pended on their skill as marksmen, their courage as the chara-
pions of a good canse.

They had taken possession of the hill by night, and as sson
as the light of the dawn enabled Governor Gage to see that
they were there, a cannonade from his ships of war was di-
rected to dislodge them: but they stood their ground, snd
confinued their work. Three thousand men, with a train of
artillery, under Howe and Pigot, were then landed near
Charlestown, which, in order as it would seem to exasperste
the Americand to a more determined resistance, they set fire
to, and )aid in ashew. They then formed, and advanced to-
‘wards the hill, while the American and Britivh armies, and
the inhabitants of Bnston, were watching the result in breath-
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lems axpectation. Here way to be the fireé trial ‘whether the
posterity of Epglishmen had degenerated in tha New World,
and the event was to decide whether they were worthy the
liberty they were now about to aseert.

On the brow of the hill stood the Americans in their little
intrenchment, wafching with eyes that never winked, and
bearts that never quailed, the approach of thai enemy whom
they were brought up to believe invineible. Their supply of
smmunition being exceedingly ncarce, they were directed to
regerve their fire £ill the last momeni. The brava # Old Pufe
nam,” a8 ho is called with affactionate licemse by a grateful
people, ordered them nof to throw away a single shof, nor to
touch w trigger till they could see * the whites of their eyes.

The gallant British woldiers, for galiant they were, came
steadily on, silent as the grave so many of them were soon to
oooupy, and were waited for by a foe equally silent. Not a
word was spoken within the American line of defonce; every
man was marking out, with unetring aim, the victim who,
instord of imagining he ‘was advencing 10 hie fate, dreamed
that he shonld meet no reeistance. But from this dream be
was awakemed by the meesenger of death. Boon me the
whitea of their ayes became visible a thounand iriggers smap-
ped, snd a thousand muskets at one eingle discharge, that
made but one report, arvested the career of the whole body, a
considerable portion of it for ever. The British halted for »
moment, keeping up an irregular fire, and receiving others
more deadly and unerring. They fell like armieu mmitten by
the angel of death ; but thowe who ezcaped stood their ground
manfolly, maintaining the ancient renown of their country
even in n bad camse. But the deadly fire way continmed so
rapidly, and with such horrible effects, that the commands of
the officera wero no longer heard or obsyed. Thay broka in
confusion, and precipitated themselves down the hill. Again
they were milied ; ngain they were met by the sune deadly
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and defarmined fire, and again they wers broken, and re«
treatod down the hill. Fresh troops were sent to their amint=
ance by those who were watching the conflict; and omoe
mare, with & persuverance aud intrepidity, the result equally
perhaps of an avrogant presumption of their own superiority,
and & contempt for their enemy—once more they advanned
with all the conrage of desperation. But by this tims the
occupents of this immortal little breastwork hed expended all
their ammunition, with the exception of a few rounds, and
they retreated in as good order as could Lo expected from ir-
regular trocps, after firing their last cariridge, and dealing &
lagt blow with the butt-ends of their muskets.

The enrmy at length gained the vietory, but at a price
which perlapa led him to caleulate the cost of a contest that
had thus commenced. Instead of songm of trinmph theve
wan weeping and goashing of teeth for breathiess friends and
comredes, or living sufferers, some without limbs, othars
pierced through the hody, others bloodless as shivering ghowta.
It was a sorrowful day for England, for ehe had lost meany
brave soldiers, many gallant officers, nnd gained no honour.
The wages of ao much slanghter were but a ditch and hreast~
work on the snmmit of a little hill. For this, thirteen hun«
dred and upwards of the enemy paid the price of their breath
or their blood. The lose of the Americans was serious, yet
by no means to be compared fo that of the British. Among
the killed was Dr. Joseph Warren, a disfinguished volunteer,
whose death was deeply lamented ; and who, had Providence
sparad him to the canse of his coantry, would, without doubt,
have become one of the first among those that survived him.
Bat his death was glorions, and his neme will ever be quoted
an that of one of the earliest aw well as most Nustrious mar-
tyry to the liberties of his native lang.

Thene two affairs of Lexington and Bunker Hill appertain
exclusively fo New England. It was on New England



88 LIFE OF wAGHINGTON.

gronnd, and by the men of New England {hese battles were
fought, for as yet the more distant colopies had not time to
come ¢o the eid of their brothers of the East. ‘They consti-
tate bright pages 1n the history of those etates, most especially
of Mussachuoseita, fortunate in being the firet to be attacked,
the firt $o resist, and the first to seal the charber of liberly
with her bleod. Truth demands thiv festimony, and the ho-
nony shonld neither be envied nor withheld.

Though the mother country had actually commenced hos~
tlities, and the colonies resisted, still there ate many clear
indicatiops in the history of those timen that, wntil & consider-
sble peried after the American Congress had recommended
and authorized strong measures of defence, few, if any, che-
riehed the idea that the British ministers would persavere in
enforcing the claims of England to sbeolate wupremacy afier
they found that the colonies were determmed to remst at all
hazards.

On the other hand, the Britwsh mimatry laboured under &
gimilar delugion. 'They imagined that the colonies had neither
the epirit to regist, nor the puwer to do 1t effectuslly. 'They
calculated securely on the long habits of deference which had
grown up among them, their attachment to the country of
their descent, and their apprehensions of its vengeence. They
were tanght to believe—for it in the destiny of power to be
always deceived—ihat the mere show of a resolution to en-
force it would produce a prompf obedience. They deceived
themselven, and puffired the conequences of the deception.
They piunged boldly into the wiream, and their pride probi-
bited returning when they discovered the foree of the current.
Had they foreseen the difficulty of the task, it i highly proba-
ble they wonld have at least temporized, if not abandoned it
altogether. Bot even this would not have answered their
purpose. It was the destiny of the New World fo become
independent of the Old, and nothing could have fnally pre-
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vented its actomplishmemt. On the 12tk of June, 1775,
Govarnor Gage issved a proclamation declaring the colony of
Mamnchosetts in a state of rabellion; threatening the severest
punishment to the insurgunts; and proffering pardon on sobe
wision, toall, with the honourable exception of Samued Adamse
and John Hancock.

‘When Washington arrived at the lines of the Ameticar
army before Boston, in the beginning of July, 1775, he found.
the sitnation of affairs by 10 means promising, and now com-
menced that correspondence with the president of Congress,
the celebrated ¥ohn Hamcock, from which I shall draw my
principal materials. It corroborates the view above faken,
when I obeerve that in all hia early letters lie calls the Bribwh
the * ministerial army,” thos avoiding a direct collision with
the authority of the king.

His firs$ acta were to visit the several posts and reconnoitre
those of the epemy. His second, to mscertain the aitoation
of his army, and the means of offensive or defensive operations
in his power. The resulfs of the latter inquiry were suffie
ciently disconraging.

The deficiencies consisted in a want of engineers; a want
of arms ; of ammunition; of tents ; of regular supplies of
provisions; of a military cheat, that ia to say, of money ; and,
indeed, of nlmost every necemsary comefituent of & military
force and military action, except « a great number of able=
podied men, zealous in the cause, and of unquestionable
cournge.” He earneatly recommends to (‘ongrese a prompt
attention to these objects, and lamente the distance of that
body, which impedes a direct and frequent communication.

« My best abilities,” he writes, < are at all timen devoted to
the service of my country. BatI feel the weighty importance
and variety of my present daties too mensibly not to wish &
more frequent communication with Congress. I fear it may
often huppen, in the course of our present operafions, that I
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shall neod that amisiance and diroction from them which time
and distance will not allow me to recejve.”

Thas in & situation where ambitious and aspiring men grasp
at discretionary power, and sigh o be free from the restraints
of legislative supervision, in order that they may follow the
dictates of their own will, or perhaps usarp the liberties of the
state, did Washington regret the want of a smaperintending an-
thority. Throughout the whole of the straggle for liberty he
never, on any cccasion, attempted to interfere with the eivil
power, or to transcend the fanctions delegated to him by Con.
gress. He conmidered himeelf only s the servant of the sinte
and sought no other distinction, althongh continmally piaced
in oironmetances thet might have justifed the exercise of al-

But at the eame time he neither cringed nor flatfersd. He
never failed to give his own opinions frankly ; to point out to
Copgrees what he considered proper or necessary to the com~
fort; of his soldiera or the saccess of their operations, and $o
blame, with temperate manliness, its neglect or ineriness
Hia infimafions are snceeeded by remonsirances, and hin re~
monstrances are repeated with & firm, yet respoctful im-
portunity, unfil the evil is remedied, or all hope of remedy
abandonad.

After the batfle of Bunker Hill, no action of any conne«
quence took place at Boston, Washington, though exceed-
ingly anxious to storm the British lines, was deterred by &
want of the necessary means, and the decision of a couneil of
officers, disapproving auch ar attrmpt. Great difficalties took
plece in the mean time in consequence of the expiration of
the term of volistment of a large portion of the troopa; the
different organization of those of the different states, which
preciuded uniformify; together with the want of habite of
subordination in both oficers and woldiers, who, whils strug-~
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gling for eivil Liberty, did not mfficiently comprehend the nae«
cosity of submitting to {the severity of a military code.

These difficnlties ware increased by local jealousies among
the troops of the different colonjes, which, while they pro.
duced, perhaps, a salutary emulation on the one hand, occe-
sioned on the other feelings Qirectly opposed to = harmo-
nious co-operation. To temedy this, in wome degree, Wash-
ington proposed to Congress that the whole mrmy should be
dreased in hunting-shirts, which, while they furnished a cheap
uniform, would do away with those peify dissensions which
have often no better foundation than a different coloured coat
or feather. The material for this armngement could not, how=
ever, be procored, and the recommendstion was, conse~
quently, not carried into effect.

Omn the other hand, the Britieh, who ocenpied Bowton aud ite
immediate defences, remained comparatively quoief within
their intrenchments. It is not possible that Geperal Howre,
‘who commanded under Governor Gage, and afterwards suce
coeded him, was ignorant of the total want of a sapply of
ammmition ander which the Amencans labonred for a consi-
dereble time. Indesd, Washington explicitly states, in one
of hin letters to Congreea, this deficiency was kmown in the
enemy's camp, and expresses his surprise at the inactivity of
Howe. I am strongly inclined to believe it was in a great
measgure owing to his expectation of a speedy adjustment of
the quarrel between the mother-country and her colonies,
and & desire not to increass the dificulty of snch an arrange-~
ment by additional hloodshed.

The only effort made by General Howe against the Ameri-
cans Who were investing Boston; was ¢o dislodge them from
Dorcheater Heights, which had been teken possession of by
Genersl Thomes. A party of three thouwsand British under
Lord Percy were mont on this errand, but a farious storm
arrestod their vemsels in the passage to the mouth of the rviver
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up which they were to proceed to the point of action; and
before thay conld repair damages, the Ameticans had so
strengthened their works that tha attempt to carry them by
storm waa abandoned.

'The posseasion of thess heighta rendered the eituation of the
enemy pot & little critical, and produced s determination on
the part of General Howe to evacvate Boston without any
further attempt at defence. This rexolnfion was carried into
effect on the 17th of March, 1776, and Boston et length
reposed in the srms, and under the protection, of its natural
defenders. Thie event was hailed with trimmph and rejoicing
throughout tha whole extent of the united colonies, where the
cause of Borton wea identifled with their best principles and
most ardent affections. A medal was ordered to be siruck by
Congress to commemorate the event, end a vote of thanks
paseed, in which the conduct of Washington and his army is
jusily characterized as equelly * wise end spivited.” It wes
indeed a rationa) epurce of exultation, to drive en invading
army from it intrenchments with a force comparstively raw,
undiseiplined, aod ill-supplied with every thing. The sct was
glorious, and the consequences in the highest degres impor-
fant. It freed s patriotic and devoted city ; it gave ndditional
confidence to the friends of liberty, and held forth brght omena
of foture ruccesses, shonld the strnggle continne.

The conduct of Washington was universally approved by

he friends of the good canee. His temperate ardour, exhibited
on all occasions in eeeking the delivery of the city; the irm=
nesa yet kind forbearance with which he had deslt with the
feelings of the troops under hus command, who had suffered
much, and were unused to the hardships and discipline of war;
and, in short, his whole deportment had been such as to justify
his past reputation, and lay the solid, unshaken basis of that
confidence in his vigour, firmnews and integrity which smp-
ported him jn all the fufure trials of his connfry.
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I was heré too that he fook a stend from which he never
wweyved, until the British were tanght by his firmness, and
perseveranca, to abandon a system of treating their prisoners
equally cruel and insnlting. They either did, or affected to
look on the noble straggle for liberty, which has since heen
comsecrated by the admiration and imitation of many natious,
as nothing more than a pefulent and wungratefol opposition to
long-established awthority. Wlale o large portion of the peo-
ple of England sympathized 1o the w ropga of the coloniex, the
ministry and the soldiers considered them ss rebellious suh-
jects, in arms againat their king without cause, nnd without
jostice. With this impression they trented their priscoers
with an inanlting and reckless barbarity, which ander no cire
cumstances could be jostified among civibzed natione, They
pretended to ider them am without the pale of hononrable
warfare, and abused them as they would the worsé of crimi-
nale. They placed them in wrons, und threatenad them with
the gallows,

Washington wrote o Governor (inge, remoustrating nguinst
this barbarity. A havghty and supercilivus anawer was re-
turned, in which it was mtimated that an escape from the
halter was all the prisoners could expect; and for this cle-
mency they should be grateful, inatead of complaining of their
benefactors. To this Washington replied, <« If your officers,
our prisnpera, receive from me treatment different from that
I wished te show them, they and you will remember the oe-
cagion.” Soon after,the command devolied on GHeneral Howea,
who, either from a convichon that hiv severity would be re-
taliated, or from e betfer motive, for seme time afterwands
adopted amilder conrse foweards his prisoners.
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CHAPTER, VIII.

Character of the War. ‘The British sracuste Boston, and Washington proosels
ts Hew-York. Stuteof Affatry thurs. Declartion of Independence. Arrival
of Lord Howe st Sandy Hook, Bends s Fleg with Proposls for Conedlia
thon, Lands on Lomg Iland.  Battis, znd Defest of the Ameriosss. Fine
Ratreat of Waahington. This i1l Svoces does ot lmpure the Public Confls
damon in him. Abortive Meeting of & Committes of Comgresa with Ford
Hows, and Rejection of his Offrs of Pardon,

THEx war which Weshington was now conducting was nof
one of byillient victorien, rousing the unthinking admirstion of
mankind by the mess of human misery they create, but of dif-
ficnlfies and disssters, calling for the exercise of all the high-
e} qualities of mind and gepine to surmount. These alone
enahled him to support the labours aud vanguish the obstacles
that, wherever he ‘went, bristled thick in his way, and, by the
blessing of Heaven, to secure a lasting and glorions trinmph
to the eanse of liberty.

The moment he perceived by the motione of Genernl Howe
that the British army was preparing {0 leave Boston Washing-
ton commenced breaking wp his camp at Cambridge, and was
#00m on his way to New-York, whither, ke helieved, the ene«
my would direct his course ere long, although, on leaving
Nantagket Roads, hobad sailed eastward, He pessed through
Providenee, Norwich, and New-London, and everywhere di-
rected his attention to the ardous daties devolved upon himas
commander-in-chief, He provided for the embarkation of his
army at New- ; sent a reinforcement to the American
treops in Cenada; procareda small snpply of cannon from Ad-
miral Hopking at New-London; and, in short, devoted ki
time and energies to preparing for the worst that might happen,
Everywhere he exerted the influence of his personal character
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and everywhere with the most beneficial consequences. It was
this influence, ariving from a perfoct confidence in hin talents,
integrity, and patriotiam, that more than onoe proved thebul«
wark and safeguard of his country.

On his arrival at New-~York.early in the month of April,
17786, be received a letter frow the President of Congress con-
veying the thanks of that body to himself and his army for their
conduct at the siege of Boston. He replied with his usual
modest manliness— I beg yon,” he says, to assare them, that
it will ever be my highest ambition to approve myself a faith=
fal servent of the public; and that {0 be in any degree jn-
strumentsl in procuring for my American brethren a restitu-
tion of therr just rights and privileges will conetitute my chief
happinens.”” Fpesking of having communicated the thanks of
Congrezs to the anny, he adds, * They were indeed at firet &
band of nndisciplined husbandmen, but it 19, under God, to their
bravery and attention totheir duty that [ am indebted for that
puccess which hes procured roe the only reward I wish to re-
ceive, the affection and esteem of my equntrymen.”

‘Washington found New-Tork but ill-prepared for defence
it the event of Geperal Bowe’s directing his operationa to that
quarter. The state truops were deflcient in arms, and many
of the citizens equally defieient in patriotiom, Jwing to vas
rious cnuses, the tory influence ‘was strong in thet quarter. A
considerable namber of Brtish truops were always stationed
m New-¥ork; the officers had many of them intermsrriedwith
the most influentia] families of the province ; and a pumber of
the proprietors of the largeat estates were devoted loynlists.
Add to this, the Asia, man-of-war, lay oppostte the city for
some time, having it entirely at her mercy, and the comman-
der threstening destruction in case of any overt act of oppo«
ition to the mother-country,

These and other causes damped the efforts of the whigs,and

delayed Iocisive measures of defimce, But the body of the
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peoplo was sotnd. The «Sons of Liberty,” as thay styled
themsclves, who had represented the popular feelmg, had
finally the sacendency over thew saffected opponents, and
mded by & body of troops from Connectiont, under General Leer
muntamed possesmon of the city in deflance of the threats
of the commander of the Awma  That officer declared
that of any troops came mto the eaify, be would set
1t on fire, and Lee rephed—* That 1f ha set fire f0 & mpgle
house 1 consequence of b coming, he would cham a hundred
tories together by the neck, and malke that house thewr funeial
plle ”

The possesmon of New-York, the key to the Hudson, which
forms the great geographical Line of separation between New-
England and the South, and 13, moreover, the most direct
Toute to and from Canada, was deemed an ohject of the first
smportance. Accordingly, W eshmgton used iz utmont efforfa
to plecet 1n the best posaible state of defence  Af hus recom~
wendation, Copgress authorsed fhe constroction of such a
zamber of rafts calenlated to act as a sort of fire-ships, armed
Towts, row-galleye, and foating-batteries as were deemed ne-
ceskm ¥ to the command of the port and mver  They likewnee
voted *he smployment of thirteen thousand rliha, to remforce.
the mam army” nnder Washington

Hitherto the Americans had been mmply stroggling for thel
rights an subjoed s of Englaud, but the yime had now arrrved
when the content was to asvume an entirely different charac=
ter. An event was ot hand which was to change the relations
between the mother-couniry and hei colomes, and separate
their fature destimes for ever, The amertion of nghts had
profineed the deare of independence. To the more sagacions
of thst great and 1llustrions body of men which composed the
first Congress, 1t gradoally became evident that, though the
saclent relations of the two countries mght perhaps be re
vived for a tume, there never could 1 fofure submgt that
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cordiality which was indispepsible to their mufosl intereats
and happiness. Blood hud been shed; bitter imvechives
and biting inmults had been exchanged ; injuries never to be
forgotten, and outrages not to be forgiven, had been muffered ;
and the filisl piety of the children had been tarned into hatred
of the tyranny of the mother.

They saw, too, that were England to relinguish her claim
to parliamentary supremacy for the present, there wouald be
no gecurity for the fatare, The colonice would be loft as be-
fore, equally exposed fo a revivul and enforcament of the oh-
noxious claim of faxafion without representation. Union
could no lunger subsist compatibly with the muieal happiness
of the two parties, and o separation became the ouly seeurity
againat eterua] family-strife. The loity pride of patrivtism,
which disduing to wear the yuke even of thoss we have been
accustomed 1o reversnce, when it pressea tou heavily, came in
aid of these considerationy, and eufurced the only just and ra-
tional conclusfon.

Actuated by these bigh motives, on the 7th of June, 1770,
Richard ITenry Lee coneecrated hus name to the everlasting
gratitude of his country, Ly a motivn in the Congresa of the
United Colouies, that a declaration of independence shonld
be adopied. Three daya after the question was taken up, and
portponed fo the frut of Jaly; buf in the mean time, Thomas
Jefferaon of Virginia, John .Adams of Masruchusetiiy, Benjamin
Franklin, of Yepnsylvanja, Roger bi.erman of ('onnseticut, and
Robert R, Livingston, of New Yurk, were appointed & cont-
mittea tv draft the proposed dsclaration. The day being
come, the subject waw taken up, the declarativn read, and the
moat wnportunt question that ever did, or ever can arise in
thia conutry ssttled for ever, by the aduption of that famouva
Declaration of Tndependence which hian begome the political

3
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dooalogue of all who love and strive for the maintenanse or
recovery of their rights.

Time has disclosed that this noble paper was written by
Thomas Jefferson, of Virginie, who, had he done nothing else
for kis fame, and conferred no other obligation on hie country,
would deserve to be remembered in all future time, and vene-
rufed by ali posterity, It was a noble sight to see this body
of illusirious patriots listening to the reading of a declaration
of mjar e, ending with an eternal abjuration of the authority
which iuflicted them; to 2 proposition to diverce one world
from another; to one of the most able and eloquent exposi-
fions of the rights of natore and npations that ever fowed
from thapen of man. It was a sight still more solemn snd afe
focting to see them, with steady hand and unshaken purpose,
one after another wigning their names to a paper which might
have been equally their death-warrant as their patent of im-
mortality, end solemuly pledging themselves to an act by
which each one placed in the deepest jeopardy * his life, hin
fortene, and his sacred hononr,” for had they failed of moccess
each one wonld have died the death of a traitor. Nor is it
among the least of the attributes of eublimity by which this
scene is surrounded, thef, of the committee which thus cut
asunder for ever the ties which had for ages cemented two
countries, of which the past history of the ome is buf the
shadow of the future glories of the other, one was bred a
shoemaker, another a printer, It ia thus my young readers
may learn that no station in life, however high, confers & mo-
nopoly of iether talents or virtue; and that, on the other
hend, no sifvation, however homble, can effectually repress
the enargies of their heaven-inspired possessors. Neither
raunk, nor birth, nor wealth, can give dignity to weakness or
vice; nor can any depression of fortane wtrip genius and vir-
fue united, of their claim to direct, under Providence, the des-
tinies of mankind.
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On the eighth of Joly following, the declaration wes read
at the Siate-house in Philadelphins, and received with acesl-
mations, It was aleo resd to each of the brigadea of those
troops which now assamed the proud title of the army of the
United States, who received it with equal enthusiaem. ence-
forward they were to fight under the banner, not of Englaud,
but of independence ; not of the red crows, but of the stripes
and stars. They were now emphatically the soldiers of frev-
dom, snd their courage increased with the consciousness of
their new dignity. Now it was that every one became seu-
sible that he was contending for the noblest of prizes; and
now it wag that the souls of all troe lovers of Liberty were
put to the teat. Many, who had Iitherto gone hand 1n hand
in the assertion of the principle of taxation and representa-
tion, shrunk from the iden of un sssertion of eptire inde-
pendence on the mother country. They were either too
much attached to *home,” ax Fuglaud wan usoally called, or
they feared the consequences of the long etrugyle that seemed
now inevitable. They believedl that the Dritieh ministry
might have heen wrought upon by the colonies to relinguish
their aystem of taxetion, but they despaired of thar ever cou-
wenting to ackmowledge the independence of the States.

The firet years of the new-born child of Jiheaty were thow:
of danger and suffering. Her cradle was assniled by the ser-
pent, but she proved the sisler of Hercules, and slew him at
last. She wap nuriured in bluody strife and erel vicwsitades,
but ele grew only the wiser and wtronger for the buffefing of
the waves and the violence of the storm. ILike the onk in the
whirlwind, she became only the more deeply rocted in the
poil of freedom from the energy with whsch she withstood its

ashings,

Four deys after the declaration of mdependence was 1oz
to the troopn, the fleet of Lord Howe, bringing a foree of} wp-
wards o1 twenty-five thousand men, entered the Narro +, bee-
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tween Long and Staten Islands, and anchored opposite. This
‘was an army of veforans, commanded by officers inured to ser«
vice, and supplied with every requsite for prompt and decisive
agtion. Tooppose them the Americans mustered, rank and
fle, about seventeen thousand, moat of them of little experi~
ence, commanded by officers equally inexperienced, and de-
ficlent in arma, as well as every other necessary of war. Bui
they were animatud by a just sense of their rights, and an in«
flexible resoletion to maintain them,

The firat act of Lord Howe was directed towarda a recon=
ciliation between the contending parties. He sent a flag of
troce ashore with ciroular letters to some of the old royal
governors, enclosing a declaration announcing his authority to
grant pardons * to all who would return to their allegiance in
proper time” ‘These wero {ransmitfed fo Congrese by
Washington, and directed to be published for the information
of the people. His londship at or near the same time sent a
letter, directed to George Washington, Eaquire, affecting thus
to deny his claim to the title of commander-in~chief of the
armien of the United States. Washington declined receiving
it, saying that it was only in thaf character he could have
intercourse with Lord Howe. Congress very properly ap
proved this dignified proceeding.

Soon affer this Colopel Patterson was deputed by Lord
Howe to confer with the American general on the subject of
the settlement of all differences, but withont msuceeen. 1
find,” said Weshington, * you are only empowered to grant
pardond ; ‘we have committed no offence, we need no pardon.”
C'olonel Patterson retumed with this answer, and both partiex
prepared for active determined war.

The twenty-second dey of Auguet,in the second month of

1 independence, the enemy landed on Long Island, with &

des?’qn to approach New-York in that quarter. Washington
had h e wisdom to know that the fears of inexperience slmowt
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always overshoot the mark ; and that men are mont apprelhens
sive of those dangers of which they have least knowledge
He knew that the only way to make soldiers out of raw re«
craits wae to accustom fhem to facing the enemy. The m-
experienced soldier goes info action expecting certain death,
nud a few eacapes canse him {o imagive himself Jittle leas than
invulpersble. Waitiog for the enemy never increases the cour-.

" age of an arny, and it is better fo be somelimer beaten than
to be alwuays running away.

Influenced by thewe cupdiderations perheps, and certaiufy by
& fesire to mave New-York, as lwe lod regained Bostou,
Washingtou distributed his force {o such point- an were most
accessible to the enemy, and most eaxily defended A portion
wan wtationed on Long Island, to make 2 slayd m the event
of Geperal Howe landing in fhat yuarter. The remainder,
with the exception of & part of the militia of New-York,
which lay at New-Rochulle, were disponed at diffurent pointn
of York Ialand, in auticipution that the enemy might approuch
by the way of Kingsbridge.

In this state of things cvery appeurance indicated that a
battle was to be fought ere Jong, and that its issue wonld, in
all probability, decide the fate of the most important position
in the United Btates. Wushington prepared for the crisis with
courage and sagacity. Far from sanguine, yet he did not dex-
pair of sunccews, thougl vvery way inferior to the British,
speaking of his soldiers, he says, ¢ The superiority of the
enemy and the expected attack does not seem to have de-
pressed their apirite, These considerations lrad me fo think
that, thongh the ap'i)esl may not terminate go heppily as I
could wisk, yet that the enemy will not snceeed in their views
without considerabla lows. Any advantage they may gain I
trhst will cost them dear.”

+ Besides performing the dnties of a careful and skilful soldier,
he used evary effort to animate and ipspire those under his
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command. He appealed {0 their conrage and their patriotism ;
to their sense of the wrongs of their country; €o their recolloe-
tions of the past, and their hopes of the futwre. In the general
orders addreesed to them on the amivel of Lord Howe, he
says :— The time is now near at hand which must determine
whether Americans are fo be freemen or slaves ; whether they
are to have any property they can call their own; whether
their houses and farms are to be pillaged and destroyed, and
themselves consigned to a state of wretchedaess from which
no human efforts will deliver them. The fate of unborn mil-
lions will now depend, under God, on the courage and conduct
of this army. Our cruel and unrelenting enemy leaves us ouly
the choice of a brave resistance or the most abject snbmission.
We have therefore to resclve o conquer or to die. Our owan»
our country’s honour, call upon us for vigorous exertion, and
if wanow shamefully fail we shall become infamouns to the
whole world. Let us then rely on the goodness of oar cauwe,
and the aid of the Supreme Being, in whose handy is victory
to smimafe and encourage us fo noble actions. The eyes of
all our coantry are now njpn us, and we shall have their hless-
ings and praises 1f happily we become the inatramenis of
saving them from the tyranny meditated againet them. Let
us therefore animate and enconrage each other, and show tha
whole world that a freeman contending for liberty on his own
gronnd is saperior to any slavish mercenary on earth.”

Agnin, ee the hour approached, he once more endeavoured to
infuse into bisarmy a portion of his own energy and enthusiasm,
** The enemy’s whole force is now arrived, so that an atiack
mustand will soon be made. The general therefore again repeats
hisearnest request that every officer and soldier will have
his arms and ammupition :n good order; keep within his
quarter and encampinents ne far an possible; be ready for nc-
tion at a moment’s call; and ;when called, romember that
liberty, property, life, and honour,are all at stake ; that apon
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their coursge and conduct rest fhe hopes of their bleeding
country ; that their wives, chiléren, and parents expect safely
from them only, and that we have avery reason to believe that
Heaven will erown with success 20 just a canse.”

At length, ou the 22nd of August, 1776, the greater portion
of the British army, ender the direction of Sir Henry Clinton,
landed on Long Island, and disposed itself in a line extending
from the Narrows to the village of Flaflands. ‘The troops
under General Sullivan, on the ialand, were now reinforced by
#ix regiments, nnder General Potnam, who was directed to take
cominand at Brooklyn, and guard all the approaches by every
menas inhis power. The two armies were now divided by the
range of hills called Brooklyn Heights, and within three orfour
milea of each other. The British' superior in nambers, equip-
ment, and disciplice, and confident of success; the soldiers of
freedom fighting under every diredvantage except that of a
good canse.

Under cover of the darkness Sir Henry Clinton advanced
with the van of his army to eeize on the pazsen of the heights,
and, favoured by the obmcority of the night, fell in with, and
Mmp1etely surprised and captured the Americen force which
wad to have guarded the approach. Thia incident waa de-
cisive, in all probability, of the action which folowed, Hear-
ing that the pass was entirely without defence, it was imme-
diately taken possession of, and opened to the whole division
a passage fo the country between the height? and the East
BRiver. In the weantime Genersl Grant, with anuther body of
the British, advanced by a different road, skirmishing with
the oufpoats of the Americans. This induced General Yat-
nam to send reinforcements te that guarter ; Lord Stirling led
two regiments to meet the enemy fowards the Narrows;
Gunernl Sallivan conducted a strong detachment fowards
Flatburh, while a third occupied & position betwoen that and
the village of Bedford.
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1t was now hreak of day, and the action commenced with
a brisk eannonade on both sides, hetween the froops under
Grapt and Stirling. 1n another direction De Heistor and Snl-
livan were engaged, and to increase the perplexity of the
Americann, the British fleet began a tremendous fire on the bat-
tery at Red Hook. This was followed, within an hour or
two, by the approach of Sir Henry Clinton on the left of the
Americans, and hy & firing in the direction of Bedford, which,
by indicating the advance of the enemy in that quarter, alarmed
the Americans with the idea of being entirely surrounded.
Thus circamstanced, great confosion began to_prevail amoug
them; and after standing their ground as long a4 could b ex-
pected under sach circumsiances, they broke in all directions,
some meeking a retreat in the woodw, and others under cover
of the works erected on Drookdyn Heights. In this action the
Amcricans lost nearly flve hundred in killed and wounded
and upwards of ooe thousand prisoners, among whom wore
three general officers, It was 8 severe lesson, and tanght
them that the price of liberty, as well an every other groat
bleesing, is in proportion to 1ts value,

The situation of the republican army wag now wachiis to
call for the mont prompt and decisive measnres. ()n one haud
they were shut in by a broad, deep, and rapid stream, on the
other by a victorious army, waiting only for the dawn of
morning to atfack them in their weak defences. Washington,
'who had paseed over to Long Island during the battle, called
a council of war, in which it was reeolved to attempt a re-
treaf, before the wind permitted the Britisk fleet to enter the
East River, and thus render it all but irmpossible.

The evening came, and the night eet in with a strong wind,
which made itimpracticable to cross in the boats provided for
that purpose, and the delay of a few hours would bring day-
light and destruction. 'They felt as if standing on the brink
of fate, ready to fall at every moment. Their enemies were 80
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near that they could hear them at work with their pickaxes
apd shovels just withoot the lines, and distinguish the word of
command given by the oficers in the loud tones of & trinmphant
enemy. At leogth the wind changed o a gentle breeze from
the south-west aceompavied by a thick fog, which added deeply
to the obscurity of the might. The army, like speechless
shadows, entered the boats in death-like silence, one by one
and ip such perfect order, that the whole, together with the
greater part of the heavy caunon, sll the Beld-pieces, provi-
sions, horses, waggons, and ammunition, were in perfect safety
before the Britinh diecoversd that the American lines had been
evacnated,

The Americans were¢ nol yet landed ut New York, when
the fog which so providenfally favonred their departore clear-
ing away, discovered the Britiah taking possession of the sput
they had abandoned bt halfap hour before. Hachwanthe nerrow
wacape they had; for if the enemy had agam attacked them in
their present decressed numhers, and under all the divadvan-
tages of the previons defeat, it ir extremely probable that a
blow might have been given thatweuld have taken years, per-
haps ages, to recover.

The resolt of this affair did not impare the coulidence either
of the troops or the nation e their general. In this, an ou
every oceasion of s life, hiv fame depended rot on vietory ar
defeat. 1l countrymen es{imated 1w by ihe just atandard
of his indefatigable exertions, lis unquestioned integrity, lus
ackmowledged talents, aud his long-tried patriotivm, not by lix
succes=en ; and not even ill-fortune could injure his reputatiou.
This wus always justly ascribed to a deficiency in the means
of aucceas, and not in the leader. Such is the inestimalle
valua of long-cherished character, and such its vast inﬂuunc;
over the feclings and opivions of mankind. ‘I'he succes < VT
failar of every mau’s fortave is decisively swayed by the geu-

B S i
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aral estimation of his fellow-beings, and he standw or falls by
that alons. The most despotic tyrant iw dependant, more or
less, un pablie opinion.

The eonduct of Lord Howe after thiv victory seomn to cons
firm the opinion I have before stated, that his inactivity was
the resnlt of policy. He followed it up, not by pursning his
advantage, but by opening a nugociation for peace. BGeneral
Sollivan, who had buen made prisoner at the battle of Long
Island, wae sent on his parole to Philadelphia with & message
desiring a conferemce on the part of the royalist chief with some
of the members of Congress, as he eonld not treat with it as a
body. After some besitation thix proposal waa acceded to,
and Franklin, Adame, nnd Butledge deputed io receive the
communication alluded to in the message of General Sollivan.
Withont entering on the particulars of the conference. it will
be sufficient to say thatit proved entirely abortive. The re=
publicans refosed to be pardoned, and the voyalist general hav-
ing nothing elee tu offer, expressed his regrets, and ended the
discumsion.

CHAPTER IX.

Gloomy State of Afint. Conduet of Wahmgton Operstions oo York
Tudand, sad 1 Weostchester Connty,  Capturo of Fort Washington, and Re-
treat of the Amevicans Inlo New-Jezser.  I1 treatment of the Amerlomn Prie
coners. Barbaritles of the Heslana, Congress not to be blxmed for depends
ng at #izat on the Mllitis. Cuwtion, Grmnos, aud persevezanoe of Waahing-
on.  Reircats 10 Tranton. FProclamation of Amnesty by Loed Hows.
tettle of Trenin.  Unidtical Sitastion of Weshington., Brilian: Afir at

\. Frineetos, and its Cotsequences.  The Arpoics retire to Wintar-quartery,

Trig cause of freedom was shrended in darkuews and gloom
alter the defeat of its supporters ou Long lstand. The militia
were disconraged, and began to Le impatient to return to
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their homes. Every appearance now indicated either the
speedy sohjugation of Americs, or a long, lingering, and din-
astroux siruggle, of doubiful issze. ‘The royal army had takem
pomsesaion of New-York scon after the battle, and a great #iro
had Iaid s large portion of the city in mine. The srmy of
Washington was decreasing in unmbers and pirit overy day.
The system of colonial government had been entirely broken
up, and nene other established in its place. The new siates
were like children auddenly invested with the responsibilities
of solf-government, without the experience requisite for the
purpose ; and the interna) affaire of the different communities
were directed in a great mensure by (‘ommittees of Safety,
the limits of whose powers werr scarcely defined, and whose
anthority the peopld were under no legal obligation to obey.
In almost any other country unarchy wounld have been the re-
sult of this condition of tliugs; Lué the virtue, intelligence,
and patriotism of the people saved the state, and the love of
liberty supplied the place of an extublished government.

Unawed by these difficulties, and supported by Heaven and
his own wnconyuerable ceal in the cause of freedom, Wash~
jngton met the erisis ay he had aiways met, and continved to
meet, disaster and difficalties. He rose with the occasion
which demanded his exertions, and was never eo great ss
when he stood Anrrounded by ruin, Fiadivg it hopeleas fo
attempt the protection of a city, a considernble number of
whose moat wealthy inhabisants were disaffected to the cause,
with an army so entirely inferior in numbers, discipline, and
equipments of all kinds, Washington evacuated New-York,
and touk his station on the stvong gronuds about Kingsbridge,
which he fortified at all poiuts, su far as Lis limited time and
means would permit.

In order to surround him in this position, {ieneral Howe,
leaving & portion of his army in New-York, proceeded by
water to Throg's Neck, where he landed with the principal
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part of his forces, Toable to oppose thie project, Washington
had in the mean time withdrawn his troops from York laland,
leaving a atrong garrison at the principal defence, called after
hig name, for the purpose of occupying the atfention of the
enemy, and impeding Llis future operations. The royalist
general followed the army of the Americans, and s trifling af~
fair took place at White Plaing. But the cantious skill of
‘Washivgton baffled every attempt to bring oo a general ac-
tion, and early in November Lord Howe hroke up his poats in
this quarter and turned suddenly towards York Island again.
Fort Washington was immediately invested st four different
points, and heing nothing more than an embankment of earth,
was surrendered after a sharp but short resistance. The pri-
soners taken here amounted to three thousand.

Thus the republican army was daily diminishing, while that
of the royalisfs had been increased by a reinforcement of five
ihousand Hemsians and ‘Waldeckers, hired by the British
ministry to assiat in subdaing the posterity of Britons, ‘‘Wash-
ington passed his army over into New-Jersey, leaving the
royaliete entire masters in New-Tork. Terror ard dismay
overspread the whole land. The tories every day grew more
bold and insolent ; the whigs began to dexpair of their eanse ;
the neutrals turmed pardisaur agninst their country, and the
British general became arrogant with saccess.

His condoct towards the prisoners taken on Long Tuland
and at Fort Washisgton was still more unfecling and ineult-
ing than that of General Gage at Doston. Colonel Bawlings
and some other wounded officers captured in Fort Washington
were paraded through the rireets of New-York on a cart,
amid the jeering of the royaliets, and set down at & deserted
building of a character it would be indecent {6 name. ‘The
allowance to the prisouers was scanty and of infetior quality.
They were confined during the winter in clurched and sugar-
houses, where great numbern perished miserally by cold, uu-
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wholessme food, and all the indignities which pride, arro-
ganee, aud unfesling avarice conld heap on them. No menn
of cleanliness were allowed them ; none were within the reach
of their own resources, and they died in the midst of fiith, the
victims of oppression,

In after times theee receptaclen were exchanged for hospitsl
and prison ships, anchored at the Wallabout in the Eaat River.
These were slaughter houser, where a large portion of the
captives were carried ouly to die. Confined between decks,
in the filthy caverns of these old *floating hells,” as they
were aptly called, as close o they could lay, and destituto of
thwe comforta of life or the consolations of sympathy : exposed
to insnlt and ribeldry; themaelvee, their eountry, and their
canse denouncad by every epithet that could add the bitternons
of passion to the agonies of deapair. they anffored until desth,
instead of coming ax the king of terroms, approached es n
smiling deliverer.

Complaints were answered hy carnres, and groans by speers,
laughter, and someiimes blows. In the hot weather they
were roasted, as in an oven, in the holda of the vesscls, whosw
uncaulked decks let in the rain upon their uncovered bodies .
in the winter they could only keep themselves warm by twist-
ing their emaciated limbs together. Petiy and unfeeliog ty-
rants were placed over them, as if fo mock their miseries and
answer their complaints by stripes and curses. Deprived fhos
of air, of pure water, and of wholesomne food; destitute of
the friends which misery so often procures even among ene-
mies; agonizing under the preseut, and hopelens of the fature,
thousands of patriotic spirits, that deserved a better fate,
died and were buried, and forgotten by their country, which
at thie moment eannot fell {heir names. Some perished of the
syorvy; many of putrid fevers engendemd in these denw of
misery : some died of despair, and other raving mad.

These examples of saffering humanity or one hand, and ar-
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rogant, unfeeling cruelty on the other, are recordod rot for the
purpose of awakening the slombering passion of revenge, or
perpetuating national antipathies. I have a betier and a
higher motive. I wish fo impress on the minds of my yonth~
fo] readers an idea of the vast value of liberty by showing
the price 8t which it was purchaned, in order that they may
nover, through ignorance, be guilty of the sin of ingratitude.
‘When they shall learn, that in the midat of horrorsand saffor-
ings, not one of those firm and virtuous patriots purchased
relief from his miseries by abandoning or betraying the holy
eause of liberty, they will then know better how to estimate
their fathers, and fread in their eteps, shounld it ever be neces-
sury to make eimilar sacrifices. The pame of Amold etands
slone i a dreary and infamous solitnde, as the only one that
etained the annals of s glorious contest by betraying his
country.

If this freatment of his prisonera arcse from bad feeling on
the part of General Howe, it was cruel as impolitic. Sy far
from quelling the obatinacy of resistance, it added new vigour
to its action, and imparted the energies of revenge to the de-
sire of freedons. The epirit which is not crushed by oppres-
sion becomes invincible,

But it was not merely the priconers that were treated in
this nomanly and shamefo]l maoner. When General Howe
pasged into New Jersey in purauit of Washwgton, the inha-~
bitants remaived for the most part quietly at home, under the
eanction of protections that were perpetuslly viclated, The
IMesmans could not read Euglish, and if they had been able,
would have paid little attention to them. They had been told
by those who sold, as well as by those who honght them, that
they were going to fight against savages, who epared neither
sex nor age ; who were the enemies, not only of all govern.
ments, but of the social ataie, and, in short, of the whele ha-
man rage. 'They came under this impression, and for a while
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soted accordingly. They, however, et langth discovered their
mistake, They fonnd they were warring against men and
Christians. 'When taken prisovers, they were treated with s
kindness they little deserved - by degrees they became ac-
nuainted with the real natare of a yuarrel in which the whole
hamsan race might feel an equal interest, for our canse was
that of mankind; and long before the conclusion of the war,
wuch was their pronences to desertion, that the royalist gene-
raly 4id not dare to employ them as sentinels.

S8ach, however, was not their smduct at the commence-
ment of thestruggle, They rioted in unrestrained licentious=
ness among the people of New Jersey; property was wan-
tonly destroyed wihere it could not be consamed or earried
away ; the hen-rooats were robbed ; hogn, sheep, cattle, and
pouliry carried off; peaceable men murdered or led away pri-
soners; women insulfed, abused, and vuiraged by every apes
cies of wantonness, and a scepe of afliction and endurance
wae exhibited, as disgraceful {0 one party as it was grievous
1o the other., But nothing 14 more true, thun that fhe offences
of men are revenged by their own conseyuences. ‘This course,
instesd of quelling the apirit of resistance, only served to give
it 8 new and more detsrmined Impulee. The thrifty and
elastic sapling which was thus aitempted to be pulled down
to the earth and broken, reeniled with aceelerated force, und
swnng the nssailants high in the mir.  The Jerd. v Bloes were
oot fo Ve sehjugated by insult and aggreseion. From that pe-
riod they sought no proteciion but the arms of freemen. The
royalist geveral Lad only the satisfaction of making inveterate
ensmice, where pertaps be might bave made grateful friends,
or af least coneiliated a quiet noutrality.  The Jersay farmers
flew to arms, associated 10 iudependent parties, which fipaily
acted in conjnactiou with each ofler, and rallymg their com-
bined force, bemmed 1 the royaliut army to such purpose, that
they no longer ventared forth except in large force. Even
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then they were greatly harassad, and often mffered serions Yous,
B0 much for attempting to subdue a spirited people by in-
sults and injuries.

Tha behavioar of the militin on Long Island, st Fort Wash-
ington, and on subsequent occasions, had very much weak-
ened the confidence of Washington, in the possibility of soe-
taining the contest, without a large accession of regular troops.
He had addressed a most serious remonstrance to Congress,
urging thie subject on ile consideration, and strennousty in-
sisting on the necessity of promptly attending to the increas-
ing wants of the army. 1 ask pardon,” he eays, in conelu-
mion, “for taking up ro much of their time with my opinions:
bat I ehould betray that trust which they and my ecountry
have reposed in me, were [ {0 be silent ou matters go exceed-
ingly interesting.”

The ancestors of thuse why were uow vontending for that
freedom which they had sought in the wilderness of the New
World had ever cherighed a decided antipathy to great stand-
ing armies. They considered them, and most justly, ax chosen
ingtruments in the hands of ambiticus leaders for overtarning
the liberties of mankind. They believed that hireling soldiers
had for the most part neither patriotism nor integrity, and that
they were just an likely to turn their swords against the bosom
of their conntry as to defend it against the aggressions of
othors. History and experience had estabhwhed the trnth of
thie opinion, and the stern republicans of that unequalled body,
the first American {'ungress, did not relial the idea of anthor-
izing a power which mightin the end supercede their own,
and after asgisting to deatroy one despotism, end by establish-
ing another. On the great general principle they were right,
and no blame ought fo attach fo them for their unwillingness
to give up their dependence on the militia. Tntil convineced
by experience of the neceesity of resortiug to some other
means of defence, they were perfectly justifiable in relying in
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8 great meagure on this. ‘The greafest, and the most danger-
ous enemy to liberty, is a popular general at the head of a vie-
torious army; and where there is one Washington standing
alone in modern history, there are crowads of traitors who only
freed their country from foreign choains to fetter it more firmly
with their own.

But for the virtuoua forbearanee nnd devoted potriotiom of
Washington who =hall say, that at th. conclusion of the war,
when the prize was actually gained, the apprehensions of the
friends of freedom might not have bevw realized iv the camp at
Nowburgh. Those, therefore, who ro freely censerve the con-
finct of an wize and ag patrivtic an assemblage a« perhapn ever
met together either ju fhie ¢34 or the New World for hesifating
to comply with the requiritions of Wastuugton for a great in-
ercare of the regular army, will do well to reverence fheir
scruples, rather than blame their delay«. Both were rigl,
and both acted in conformity with their regpective situations.
The one wae charged with aswerting the independence of lin
country by arms; the ulher with sustuining tho principles of
civil liberty, by a wise and walutary cuution unt to endanger
the one in securing the other.  The people of the United Staton
might have become jealous of thewr Cougress, jealous of their
general, impstient of gupporting a great wtandiug army, and
sought, by refurning to their old musters, & refuge from the
exactions of the new. Exercixiug, ar it did, a precarious wu-
thority, founded entirely on the voluntary sehminsion of the
reople, (‘ongress was right to refrain from any measores that
might have prodaced disaffection or diramion. There were
always enough malcontents, and it would kate been danger-
ous {0 increase their nonibers.

Notwithstanding all that lus been snid on the wibject, an
armed nation, animated by the spirit of freedom, is the best
defenco of & country. Where that high duty is exclusively
committed fo a standing army, the people gradually sccustom
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themselves t0 rely on it solely. They become listiess and in-
different; they imperceptibly lose every vestige of public
spirit, and degencrate into habits which render them both m-
willing and unable to defend their own rights, or vindicate
those of their conntry, Those who remember tho battles of
Lexington and Bunker Hill, the exploits of Marion in South
Carclina, and, above all® the memorable victory of New Or-
leans, ought not fo despise militia. Ftrict discipline converts
reasoning beinge into mere machines, and it is befter to de-
pend on men, than machinery, for the defence of a nation.

After the defeat on Long Island, and the capture of Fort
‘Washington, the cause of [reedom spemed all but desperate.
It is imporsible to contemplate the situation of affaire at that
time, without beiog convinced that, under Providenmce, the
chief dependencs of the States wae on Washington alone.
Had he despaired—had he faltered—had he remitted his exer-
tions, his cautiom, hie celerity, or his doty, ell might, and
probably wounld, have been lost. But Le never for o moment
wapk under the burden of hiz country. Relying on the good-
nees of his canse, the suppors of the Great Author of all good,
the spirit and petriotiem of hig countrymen, and, without
doubt, sastained by a noble consciousmess of hie own capacity
to guide the state over this stormy ocean, ho never loat sight
of the port for which he was steering. He always saw the
light e-hezd, and steered for it with a steady eye and deter-
mined hand.

He bowed his lofty spint, which ever prompted him to
meet, rather than avoid, his epemy, to stern pecessify, and
refreated as he advanced. New Jersey, which soon after
witnessed end ehared in his triumphs, now saw him avoiding
and bafling, with matchleas dexterity and caution, a superior
foree, with which it would have been madness to contend.
To add to his difficulties, disaffection began to rear its head
among those who bad hitherto remained quiet; and the royal-
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ints of the connty of Monmouth, encouraged by the aspect of
affairs, were preparing to rise in behalf of the invader.

£itill Washington premerved his equanimity. Both his head
and his heart remeined true; and wherever opportunity %
fered, he faced hin enemy o retard, if he could not arrest, his
career. While the British poured on with increasing numbera
and confidence, his own hittle destitute army daily decreased.
As fast as their short periods of service expived, the leview
departed for their homes, leaving their General destitate of
almoat every means of opposition. 'The tories of New Jersey
became more bold with the certainty of success, and the well-
affecied to the cauee of liberty were repressed by the presence
of their enemies.

After vainly attempting to oppose the royal army, now
eommanded by the active (‘ornwalliv, at Branewick, Washing-
ton retreated to Trenton, where he resplved to remain till the
Inst moment, baving firaf passed his baggege and stores to the
other aide of the Delaware. 1le wished o accustom e
troope to the sight of the enemy, and hopod that in the arro-
gence of success, Cornwallis might afford him an opportonity
of striking s blow. At this moment, bis cavalry consisted of
a gingle corps of Conbecticat militia ; he wae almoat destitute
of artillety; end lus army amouuted to but three thonmand
men, Ope-thued of these consisted of New Jersey militia,
and of the others, the term of wervice of meny was sbout to
expire. Add to this, the almost entire want of every thing
that constitutes the efficiency of an army, aud my young
readers will think that the cause of liberty huug by a single
hair. Baot it was not so. If had right and Providence on ita
side, and it was spstained by Washington. Supported and
animated by these, a handfal of harefooted woldiers, marching
on the frozen ground of an American winter, apd tracked by
their enemirs by their blood on the snow, achieved miracles,
and saved their country.
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General Howe, encouraged by a hope that the almost dew-
perate aspect of affaire might now enforce his promises of
pardon, iesued a proclamation, offuring the boon to all whe,
within sixty days, appeared before officers of hia appointment,
sod siguilied their submisaion fo the royal anthority. Despair-
ing of the cause, or perhaps necretly divaffected, many availed
themselves of this amueaty; aud a general opinion, which
daily geined ground, prevailed among all classen, that a longer
contest for independence wun not only hopeless, but impossi~
ble. Bat the maxim of virtue and wiedom is never to despair.
The erigis of the fover is uot always deatl, aud the Jast hour
of nuffering is oflen the poriod of renovation. Light aucceeds
darkness, just a3 wurely as darkuess aueceeds light. ‘Washing-
ton never despaired. While in the foll tide of retreat, General
Hoed ie said to have exelaimed, “ My (iod! (ieneral Washing-
ton, how long shall we flg ™ ¢ Why, sir,” replied Washington.
“ we will retreat, il nece<sary, uver svery river of our conn-
fry, and then over the muuntaing, where I will make a las{
stand against the enemios of my cosatry.”

The royalist generais had uot yet learned the lesson of vigi-
lance nud celerity. ‘They did nut hrow tlat presumptucne
delayw are the forerauuers of dixaster, or that the American
Fubios was also the American IMTanuibal, when occasion re-
yuired. It never occurred to them that the retreating lion
will sometimes toru ou his pursuers when loast expected.
Cornwallie remained inactive nt Bronswick, leaving Wash-
ington a few days of Jeisure, which he employed with his
usua! indestry in makiog preparations for the emsning cam-
paign. He nrged congress, he urged the governors of the dif-
ferent states, hy every mofive of patriotinm, to take messures
for tho safety of the country, and tho soccess of its cause;
and, while stimulating others, himself set the example which
he enforced by his precepts.

While #ie British commanders were caronsing at New
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York and Brunswick, and boasting the anticipated triumphs
of their master; while the true lovers uf liberty neemed al-
ready wrapt in the shroud of ixsolution; while the Iant sun
scemed going down on their independence, and the lnnt blow
only wanting to the roin of their couse, some little gleamn of
comfort appeared. The worthy governor Miflin of Penusyl-
vanis exerted himaelf succesafully in rousiug the good citizens
of Thiladelphia to the defenee of their country., A large por-
tion of them emhbodied themselves in arms, apd fifteen hune
dred joined Washingtun at ‘I'renton. Thus reinforced, he,
who never remained on the defensive exvept against his will,
moved npon Princeton iu a direction towards the encmy then
at Bronswick. (o bis wuy, luwever, leamiug that Corn-
wallis, having received large reinforcements, was advaucing
hy differeut 10utes with o view to gnin his rear, and eut Lim
off from the Delaware, e changed his parpose and crossed to
the west bank of the river, so opportunely that the enemy
came in might at the momemit.

The two armies nvw remained opposite vach other on the
different banks of the river.  The object of Comwallis was to
crousa over, and either furce Waoshivgtoa te tight lim, or, in
the event of his retreating, gaiu posscasion of Philadelphio,
That of the American geueral wos to prevent the coemy
crossing the Delaware.  For {his porpose he resorted to every
theann in his power, slendir as they were.  While thos eifa-
ated, Genoral Charles Lee, who had been repeatedly wrged by
Washington to join lim a8 specdily as posaible with the froops
under hix orders, but who Lad wilfully delayed from time to
time, suffered himself to e sarprised at his guarters by a dea
tachment of the royal army, was taken prisouer, and for e
while relieved the eause of America fromy the mechicfs of his
servioesn. The eveuf, however, seemed still further to depress
the hopes of the Americans, already reduced to the verge of
despair.
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At thin moment the British foroe on the Delaware conninted
of four thoueand men goartered at Trenton and the neigh-
bouring towns, Other bodies of troops were at Princeton,
Bruzdswick, Elizebethtown and Iackensack. Thus a large
portion of New Jersey was in poasession of the enemy. The
invading srmy, to wse the words of Waskington, wos increes-
ing like o snowball, by the arrival of new reinforcements and
accession of the disaffected, while his own foree was inferior
in nomhers, and, as uwanel, deficient in eil the necessary re-
quisites for efficiend action. Even fhese miserable elements
were about dissolving. The ice would soon form in the De-
Inware, and the British general might nvail himeelf of it to
crosa the river and take possession of Philadelphia, for there
way no foree eapable of preventing him. Such an event, by
farther deprensing the lingering hopes of the patrints, woald
increana the obstacles to recruiting his avmy, already almost
insurmountable. 1t i» imposrible to read the letfers of this
great man et this period without shivering at the prospects
they disclose; and at the same time receiving a convietion
that be was now the last stay of his conutry. Had he faltered
in his purposes, or failed in hin exertione, it had been &ll over
with the repablic. The dark »ight had come, and no one
could tell when it would be mormng.

In wuch trying moments as these, when the fate of millions
of men, and of countless millions of their posterity in at atake ;
when great principles are on the verge of ruin, and every
movement brings nearer the erisia of a nafion's fate, then it s
that the metal of a man is {ried in the furnace, and the dis-
covery made whether it iz true gold or not. Where others
wink he rises; through the darlmess which hides the lemp of
hope from all other eyes, he sees the beckoning light, and
finda his way where others lose it for ever. Instead of de-
spaiting, he is ronsed to new exertion, and that which makes
cowarda of ofher men etimulates him only fo more daring
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texerity. Ho perceives that there ix & crisie in the affairs of
pations when cxution ia no longer wafety, and to march up to
the fasth of danger the only road to success. When the case
of the patient is desperate, so must be the remedy.

To such minds as that of Washington it must often have
occurred that incavtions men are very apt, while watching
others, to expose themselves; that no force is strong when
taken unprepared ; and that an enemy certain of snccess is ul-
ready half-vanquished, since, in al} probability, he will neglect
the means to secure it. Prompted by this inspiration, and
urged on by the abaolute uecemnity of atriking a blow that
might awaken the slumbering cnergics, and revive the almost
extinguished hopes of bis country, he fortmed the glorioun de-
mign of attacking the enemy at the moment he was lulled in
the lap of security, waiting for the freezing of the river, to
drive the Americans hefore him like flakes of anow in the win-
try tempeat.

Great was the design, and nubly was it executed, 2o far as
the elements of nature would permit the exertions of man to
be succesaful. The night was dark as pitch; the north-east
wind whistled along the shores of the Delaware, laden with
freezing eleet, and the broken ice came crashing down the
stream in messes that, as they encountcred the rocks above,
shivered into fragmenta, with & noise that might ba heard for
many miles, Neither man nor beast was ont thaf night, and
the enemy sought shelter in the houses of the citizens of Tren~
fon from the howling storm. DBut Washington was vp and
doing, In the dead of the night, and amid the conflict of the
mighty elementa, the boats were launched on the bosom of
the icy torrent, and after incredible exertions reached the op«
posite ahore. Withoot waiting a moment to learn the fate of
the other two divisions, which were to co-operate in this
daring adventure, he dashed forward towards his destined
prey, through a storm of hail and snow, that rattled in the
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teeth of his brave companions in arms, and the dawn of day
saw him driving in the posta of the enemy at Trenton. The
picket-guard had no time to fire, 50 impetuous and unexpected
wad the sbock of the Americans; they refreafed to where
Colonel Ralle, whe commanded the enemy, Lhad drawn up bis
men. That officer fell mortally wounded almost at the first
fire, and his troops retreated. Washington advanced rapidly
upon them, throwing at the same time a detachment in their
froui, when, sceing themselves sorroonded, they laid down
their arme, and surrendered at diseretion. A fhousand pri-
soners, with their arme, and six field-pieces, were captured on
this cccasion, et the expense of two Americans who were
frozen to death, two killed, and a aingle officer wounded.
This was James Movroe, late president of that confederation
which he liad shed his Llood to cemtent and preserve. Thus
two men fought here together, in the mame field, and in the
pane canse, who were destined in alter-life to aftain the
highest station in the world. From the signal saceess which
attended the division under Washington, there can be no rea-
son to doubt that if the others had been able to cross the De~
laware, that morning might have been rendered still more
llustrivus, by the total dizcom$iture of the whole British force
at the different positions alung the Delaware,

Bat, even as it was, the result of that day*s business waa of
vital consequence to the question of independence. Had
Washington failed in the attempt, it would have cost him,
and the greater portion of his divieion, their lives or their
freedom. Idad thia been the case, the stream of liberty, al-
ready almost dry, would perhaps have ceased to flow any
loager. There was but one Washington—there never Las
been but one in the world, If the Americana at this, the
gloomiest period of their struggle, had lost him, Heaven ouly
knows what might have been the conseyuences. The Power
that watched over them might have sup)lied the deficiency,
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bat without the wiesdom and virtue of another Washington, I
cannot see how fthe country could have been saved, had he
been loat.

But happily, the question was not to be tried. The result
was that of entire success, 20 far aa the plan could be carried
into effect amid the insuperable obstacles of natura. That dey
wae the dawning of centuries, I hope, of better daya to our
country. The attempt and the success, of Washington an-
tonished the British; and from that moment they began to
discover thet they had to deal with one in whose presence
they could never sleep on their posts in safety.

History has seldom recorded an action more daringly
judicions or more eminently successful than the one just re-
lated, It possessen all the characteristics of courage, enter-
prise, and sagneity; its conerption was equally profound and
masterly; the arrangements for its prosecutionm, the time
chosen for carrying it into effect, and the manner in which it
waa borne out to complete suceess, all serve to demonstrate
that the consummate prodence of Woshington was combined
with a courage and enterprire equally admirable, and that,
had he posscssed the means of exercising the latter ¢uality, he
would have crashed his enemy with even greater celerity than
he avoided him. It wae & greaf nction in its eonception, con~
duct, and consequences ; and nothing is wanting but numbers
to give it equal dignity with the most illustrives exploits of
ancient or modern timey.

With a view to animate the spirits of the people of Phila-
delphia, Washingfon made some little parade of marching his
prisoners info that city, with the captured flage and cannon,
and bristing bayoneta. By this exhibition the disaffected
were overawed, and the friends of liberty enimated to new
exertions,

Threughoat the whele of the revolutionary war the prisoners
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talen from the enemy had been mniformly treated with
bamauity by the Americans, except in retaliation of their own
condusct to ours. Those captured st Princeton consisted
principally of Hespinns, and if ever provccation could justify
inhumanity, the excesses of these men wonld have farnished
ap excuse. Both history and tradition unite in recording
almost innumerable instencem of individual cruelty, insnlt
and robbery on their part, calculated to call forth the bifterest
feelings of vengeance in the breasts of thoss who sffered, and
those who sympathized with the snfferers, This was the freb
opportunity of repaying them, and the homanity of Washington
retaliated their injuries by kindness. They were treated with
every proper attention, compatfible with the meana in his
povwrer, apd the result proved on this, as on every occanion
which occurred during the war, that homanity, like honesty,
is always the best policy.

The Hesninns, a8 1 have before observed, had come over to
the New World foll of prejedices againt the Americans. They
congidered them litfle better than savages, and treated them
aa if' they were withoat the pale of civilized warfare. They
were told that if taken they would receive no quarter, and,
consequently, they gave none. But the kindneay with which
they were ireated opensd both thewr eyes and their hearts.
From this time they began t0 be divaffected to the barbarons
service in which they had been employed: their feelinga be-
came enlisted in the cause of liberty; they fook every oppor-
tanity of deserting, and of all thet came over, few ever ro-
inroed. Those who survived, remeined among us; thoss who
came fo deprive us of freedom settled down by our side in the
full enjoyment of its Llesaingw, and became a portion of our
most ueeful citizens, Boch are the peaceful triumphs of mercy
and benevolence, and much the means by which the good
'Washington twice conquered the enemies of his conniry ;—
onge by his valour, and again by his humanity.
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The news of the brilliant woccess at Trenton aroused fhe
British commander-in-chief at New-York, who was expecting
every day to hear of the captare or dispersion of the American
forces. He despatched Cornwallia, who was on the point of
sailing for England, bat unluckily for his future reputation
wad detained, inte New Jersey, with a force which, in hin
opinion, must carry all before it. "Washington had also been
reirforced, and recromsing the Delawure, onee more took post
at Trenfon. Hissituation here aguin brcameextyemely critical.
He had, with the holdness becoming in a man consciouna that the
great erigin of hin conntry®s fate had arrived, determined to make
a winter campaign, with a view to wrest the whole of New Jer-
sey from the hands of the enemy. But aforce vasily snperior to
his own was now rapidly approaching, like an impetuous {or-
reat, fo sweep him and his titlle army into the freezing Dela-
ware, and the only alternativea that pressnted themselves
were a choice of diffinlties. Tle st fe of the river was soch
as precluded eitler croseing on the tee or in Dboats, and if he
retrented in any other directivn, he would be met by a saperior
enomy, whom he could not successfolly oppose.

In this situation, he again took council from his bold and
masterly gening. He resolved once more to bafle the enfiay
by becoming the assailant. The van of the troops under
Cornwrallis had now taken possession of Trenton, and the
w0 armies had nothing but the Assnmpink, & small stream
pearcely thirty yards wide, between them. Tradition has pre-
merved the atory that Sir William Erskine urged Cornwallis
fo an immedinte attaclk,

% Now is the time,” waid he, ¢ to make sure of Washington."

% Qur troupa are hungry and tived," replied the other. * He
and his tatterdemalions are now in my power. They cannot
escape to-night, for the ice of the Delaware will neither bear
their weight, nor admit of the passage of bozts. To-morrow?



184 LIFE OF WASHINGTON,

st treak of day, I will attack them, and the rising sun shall
see the end of rebellion.”

3y lord,” replied Sir William,  Washington will not be
there at daybreak to-morrow.”

The rising sun indeed saw another sight. It saw Washing-
ton at Princeton, and the British at Trenton heard the echoes
of hix cannon cracking amid the froata of the wintry morning.
He had, after replenishing his fires to deceive the enemy, de-
parted with his nenal quiet celerity, and marched upon Prince-
ton, where three British regiments were posted in fancied se-
curity, not dreaming of the approach of a foo. Though sur~
prised, the enemy made & gallant defence, and he who had so
long and 8o often been the ehield of hie eountry, now became
its aword. His capacious and unerring mind again eaw that
another moment hed come, on which hapg the deatinies of hiw
beloved connfry. The cause of freedom now quiverad on the
brink of  precipice, from which, if it fell, it might never rise
again,

The British force was met in full march towards Trentom.
On perceiving the advanced guard of the Americans, they faced
about, and repassing a small atream, advanced under cover of
awhod. A short but sharp action ensued; the militin soon
fled, and the small body of regulars, being far overmatched,
was broken. At thie critical moment, Washington came opr
with the corps under his command, and renewed the action.
Beeing at a aingle glance that all was now at atake, and all
would be lost by defeat, he becama inspired with that sublime
apirit which always most animates courage and genius in the
hour of greatest peril. Ho smatched » standard, and calling on
his soldiers to come to the rescue of their country, dashed into
the midat of the enemy. His good soldiers, animated by his
words, end etill more by his example, backed him bravely.
The valisnt Brifish cried % God save the king,” and the scl-
diers of freedom shouted “Gud save George Wanhington
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and he did save him. After a contest as keen a8 the edge of
their swords, the British broke, flad, and were hotly purwned.
Bome weat in one direction, some another, A single regiment
fook refuge inthe college, but retreated through the back-doors
on the approack of the artillery, and the cleszic fane copse-
crated to learning and science, was equally conseerated to
vietory.

One handred and twenty killed, and three hundred prironers,
wore the fribnte paid by the enemy to the genius, enterprise,
and gallantry of Washington. The Americans lost sixty-thres,
‘whosa names, like those of many other hamble champions of
freedom, are buried in ¢heir graves. The pame of General
Mereer, who fell early in the action, is alone bequeathed to
posterity, and dessrves to be remembered, though not alone.
He is recorded as one of the most precious of all our martym
fo the shrine of liberty ; and his loss, which was deeply
monrned at the time, will be long regretied, not on his own
account, but that of his conntry, He who expires in the arms
of victory, and in defence of his liberty, lives long encugh ; for
he has lived fo leave behind him a name that will never die.

That morning, when Cornwellis opened lus eyes fo the dawn,
the gouth bank of the Assumpink was aa silent as the grave,
and nothing bat & few waning fires romained to designatethe
#pot that was & few hoors before alive with homan beings.

“'Where can 'Washington be gone P asked the royal general.
At £hat moment, the distant roar of cannon was heard in the
direction of Princeton.

“'There he is,” answered Erskine, “ rehearsing the tragedy
of Colonel Ralle.”

“ By Jove! he deserves to fight in the cause of kin king,”
cried the other.

But he was fighting in s cause far higher than that of kings.
He was sataining the cause of freedom, and the rights of his

country.
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Thus cnee more did the hesrt of all America throb at the
nevws that light had come out of darkness, and hope sprong up
with renewed vigour from the regiona of despair. Twice had
the republicans expected fo hear that all was lost, and twice
had they heard that victories had been snatched from a mape-
rior and hitherto frinmphant foe. The genius of liberty egain
held up her head amid the gloom that surrounded her, and
fapped her winge for joy. Her votaries, who had partakenin
her despair, shared in her rojoicings, and now, for the fret
time wince the catalogue of disasters, which, one after the
other, bad depressed the very souls of the mtoutewt advocates
and defenders of freedom, did there aweke in the hosoms of al}
a noble prophetic conscicusness, that the land which had de-
termined to be independent was capable of achieving the boon.
In ten daye, Washington had changed ihe whole aspect of
affeire, and given to his country a respite, if not a deliverance.

Hoon after this second victory, the enemy went into winter-
quarters at Brumswick and the adjaccnt villuges, leaving
‘Washington master of the ground he had gained by hix gal-
Iantry, wisdom, and perseverance,
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CHAPTFR X.

Winter Opurations. Ecloglum on the First Congrete. Plen of the suming

Campyign. Succemaful Caut:on of Washington. Hmdun;uhh Plans.
Lands ut tha hasd of the Chaapesks, and ad Fhiladelphis.
Rarile of Rrandywine, Lalfsyette Woanded. Howe enters Philadelphis.
Battle of Germgntown. Opirations alony the Delamare. Red Bank.
Dsmh of Count Donop. Operations In the Noyth, Gavage Warfixe, Bat-
€le of Benuington, Repuls st Fort Stannx.  Dessetion of Burgoyse's In-
dians. Battle at Bemals Helghts. Surrender of General Burgoyne, snd Cll-
cate Conduct of his O,

THaE cessation of actual Lostilities, produced by the British
army entering into winter-quarters, brought no relaxation to
the labours of Washington. It was hie fate t0 struggle with
difficnltics that had no intermission, and obetacles vwithout
end, during the greater part of seven anxious years of almoxt
perpetual disappointments and morlifications. Always act-
g, and compelled to act on the defensive without the means
of dafence, excopt waen compellod by inevitable necesasity,
he rashed back on his enemy, gave Lim a single blow to check
bis arrogance for a moment, and then bowed hin spirit to the
yoke of fate.

Hus winters were employed in pointing out and urging on
Congress and the different governors of the states the adop-
tion of mach measures o8 experience and disesters had proved
indispensable to the finel mucoess of the causs; in soothing
the feelingw of his suffering soldiers, smarfing uader every
deprivation; in providing &s far as practicable agsainat the
meverity of the winter, which smode them with teufeld kepn~
neas in their destitute situntion, and in prepuring for snother
year of trial and vicimsitudes. Bat the vigour of his mind
was equal to that of lis body, sod hoth wero sostaiged by.4
comscionmpees of nght, anmated b, the pu st M/Q{ o
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triotiem, That which made others despair, only braced him
to new exertions; and the burden which would have crushed
& common apirit, like the ballast of a noble ship, only made
hin the more diffenlt to overset. During the whole winter
he continued t0 baraes the ememy by skirmishes wnd sur«
prives.

Nor &id he stand alome, the eingle pillar of the state,
though asenredly the keyatone of the arch. ‘That illustrions
body of patriots, the firat Congresy in time, in “{alents, inte=
grity, and patriofism that ever convened in the United Biates,
wray not behind-hand in the noble strife. In the midst of de-
feat and disaster, when the past presented little else than a
long biack catelogue of ‘woes, and the fnger of the fufure
pointed to nothing but an aggravated repetition, that body
stood firm as a rock by the eide of Washington. It rejected
all offirs of peace without independence; it debated the
great queetions, embracing life and death, infamy and fame,
freedom and slavery, with a femper, a firmness, and dignity
which pejther encient nor modern times bave equalled. The
boested Senate of Rome eat unmoved at the approach of the
barbarian chief; but the members of the old Congress of the
United Btaten exerted themeelves to ward off the ruin of
their conntry, rather than gubmit to it like philosophers.

Yimifed as were their means, and stil} more limifed their
authority, they bore themaelves Yike the frue fathers of the
state. They seconded the recommendations and remonstrances
of Washington, with & tempered experience which tanght
them not to press $00 heavy on a people already discouraged by
Hl-wuccess, and impoverished by the vicissituden of war; and
with a noble patriotism which made them cautious how thoy
interfered with the macred rights of the citizen, in providing

“\for the wants of the moldiers in defence of their country.
votad the enlistment of more men; they gave every aid
in BIf{?8 UP the regiments already authorized to be raised;
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thoy conforved on Washington powers which emabled him
for six months to act independently of. their ordars; and on
all occasions, by unanimity, talent, integrify, and firmmess,
80 conducted themnslves as to merit the gratitude of all pos-
tarity. 1 wonld enumerate them ons by one, but my yomg
resders cannot look into the records of their country without
soeing them shining like stars in the firmament, nor listen fo
the Yoice of their countrymen without hearing their names
coupled with blemsinga.

The plan nltimately adopted by the royal general for the
enyuing campaign was far more extensive and better ar~
ranged than that of the preceding, which had been in a
great degree the rogult of circumstences. The design wan,
that General Howe, with the main hody of his army, shoold
proceed to the sonthward by sea, and advance with the fleet
up the Delaware upon Philadelphia, which, it wasz sup-
posed, must nltimatly fa)l info the hands of the ememy. The
exparience of the royal general had not yef taught him tha¢
the posseerion of our cities was not the subjogation of the
comntry, and their importance wae much overrated. Another
object was, however, connected with the invasion of Pennsyl-
vania. It neceamarily called the attention of Washington to
that querter, and in a great measore preveofed him from
aidiog, either personally or by detachments of his army, in
Impeding or defeating the other portion of their plan, which
was conceived with grest judgment and akill. ‘While Wash-
ington waa thus employed in defending other portions of fhe
Union from the inroeds of a muperior army, Burgoyne was ap~-
proaching from Canade, with a powerfol force, to act in com=
jonetion with Sir Henry Clinton, who commanded a Jarge
body in New York, in obiaining the entira command of the
Hudson River, thues separating the north and the sonth.
Thus divided, and incapable of giving each other muinal aid,

rs
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it was supposed that each would in snecemion fall an casy
prey. Judicious as this plan might seem, it rewulted in &
catantrophe as little anticipated as it was decigive. The ul-
mowt streteh of homan wis@om and foresight often does no-
thing more than weave the web of ita own destruction. The
eurrent of the stream cannot be changed by swimming against
it, and what Providence hath decreed, man msy not gainsay.
The plan of proceeding by sea to the Delaware was probably
the result of the admirable cantion of Washington, who had
taken s strong position on the Raritan, which rendered it
dangeroun for General Howe to move against Fhiladelphia
in that direction, leaving the Americans in his rear.

‘Washington had gone into winter-guarfers at Morristown,
in New Jersey, within less than thirty miles of Brunewick,
where the troops of Comwallis were disposed, and little more
from the British head-quartersin New York. His herassed
and ill-provided soldiers required repose after a campeign of
unceasing fatigues, wound up by two victories, gained by
men merching and fighting on the frozen ground, with acarcely
a shoe to their feet,

The ecempaign of 1777 opened under gloomy auspices, apd
promised to the republican camse little else than disasters.
The army of Washington was totally inadeynate in nombers,
discipline, and equipment, to cope with the enemy, with any
prospect of muccess. General Howe, with twenty thonsand
veteran trocps, was preparing to embark for the Delaware,
whence he wes to move on Philadelphin; whils Burgoyne was
approaching with about half that number, backed by hordes of
savages from the nortk. The geniue of liberly wam enclored
between two fires, and once more a fatul crisis sesmed ape
proaching.

About the latter end of July, or beginping of Beptember,
CGeneral Howe, having chenged his original destination,
landed ut the mouth of Elk River, at the head of Chesapeake
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Bay, and procesdsd withosi interruption to Brandy-wing
River. Here ho way met by Washington, who wee detar.
mined to make an effort to save the capitsl of Pennsylvanis.
The consequence of this me-ting was & prefty severe defeps
of the Americens, who retreated, and were fojlowed by the
enemy, who took possession of the city in despite of a)) Wagh~
ington's efforts to prevent them.

It was in this battle that the name of an illustrions French-
man first became associated with the histery of sur countyy.
Lafayette, who had heard of the noble struggls going on in
the New World, panted to take part in the cause of haman
freedom, and evading the commends of his king, came among
us, and fourht during nearly the wlole period of the war on
our side. He shed his firat bloud on the baoks of the Brandy-
wine, which, wiule 1t flows, will perpetuste his nams.
His sacrifices and services were great and great was his
reward. He associated his name with that of Washingtom,
and shared and wall for ever share with him the gratitude of
increasing millions of freemen.

Bnt the enemy did not retain peaceable possesrion of Phula~
delphia, Washington hovered near, and wherever he was there
was ro peace for the invaders of his country He watchad
them with unceasing vigilance; kept them in perpetual ap~
prehension of atfack, and entailed on them the necessity of
being on their gaard day and night. At length, seeing an
opportunity favourable to his purpose, he determined to avail
himgelfof it with hix veunal ardour, which was at all times
equal to bia caution. He was now, in consequence of varioas
reinforcements, at the head of twenty thonsand men, and
det-rmined fo act on the offensive.

'The British forcea had been exposed, in some degroe, by tle
mode in which they were distributed. A portion was in Phi-
iadelphia, from whence the line of encampment extended
acrom (.rmantown, ¢ long, siraggling village, conmwsling, at



that time, printipaily of stons houses, stretohing slony either
mida of the road for nearly two miles, In this sitoation it ap-
peared {0 Washington that a portion of the enemy at this vil
Jage might be aurprised and cut off, and he proroptly resolved
#n the undertaking.

His dispositions for this purpose ‘were made with equal can-
tion and celerity. Buot the nice co-pperation of the different
purfe of the plan, which was indispensably necessery to ita
succese, conld not be attained. At seven in the avening of the
4th of Ocfober, the Americans removed from their encamp~
ment, and just at the dawnm of the morning, a division under
General Sullivan encounterad and drove in the outponsta of the
Britiah. Ho was quickly followed by the main body, which
immedistely entered into action, but it was more than half an
hour before the left wing came op. Each of thess pariies
were suceossful in breaking the ememy; bat Lieutenant-
Colonel Musgrave, with a small body of British, having taken
possession of a sfrung stone house, ennoyed the Americana 50
much by his fire, that they stopped to dislodge him. The time
lost in this attempt, which was nngnccersful at lant, 'was o se-
rious disadvaptage. The gronnd too was difficelt, and the
obscurity of the morning prevented Washington from seeing
distinctly what was going forward. The co-operation
of the different parties was broken; the delay in attacking the
steme house, and various accidents, against which no foresight
ecan gaard, impeded the succese of the attack. The ememy
raliied, and became the assailants, The brigade under Geperal
Greens, after a sharp encounter, was broken; the right wing
falteved ; the divieion of Weyne, in falling back on itsfriends,
+was mistaken for their enemies, and eonfusion became general.
‘Washington, perceiving that all hope of suctess was lost for
that time, reluctantly yielded to the disappointment of his
sanguine hopes, and retired from the Agld, which at one mo-
ment had promised him & harvest of lanrels. He retreated
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shout twenty miles, snd halied 2t Perkiomen Creck, where,
reoeiving a reinforeement of Virginisas, he turned back, and
remmed his former position in the vicinity of Philadelphia.

The British fieet, which landed General Howe and his army
in the vicmity of Chesapeake Bay, had afterwards entered the
capen of Delaware, and sailed up that river for the purpose of
aiding the operations of the land forces. Various small en-
connters took place at Mud Fort end Red Bank, near Philadel-
phia, apd it was in an ineffectusl ettempt on the latier that
Count Donop was mortally wounded, and taken prisoner.—
He received the kindest attentions from the Americans, and a
messege from Washingfon, expressing hie sympathy. Thess
acta of megnenimous forgetfulnese of injuries, it is said, over-
came the dying soldier, and brought tears into hia eyes. He
replied fo the messenger of 'Washington—<Tell him,"” said
he, that I never expect fo rise from my bed ; but if I should,
my firat act ehall be to thank him in person. He died regret-
ting the service in which he had embarked against a people
#0 humane : and he is one of those whowse fute is lamented by
hia enemien.

But the means within the grasp of Washivgton, thoogh di-
rected with consummate skill and courage, were at all times
ineufflcient to produce any result, but those of partial and
temporary successes. Always inferior in numbera, or in all
that constitutes the efficiency of numbers, his triumphs con-
gisted in delaying the operations of the enemy, rather thsn
preparing the way for Lis own. That, during succeasive years
of defensive war, under every circumstance of discourage-
ment, ho saved his army, and kis noble cause from utfer roin,
is more to his honour than gaining victories and conguering
nations with superior means. The enemy atlength sucoeeded
in forcing & way for their ships up to Philadelphia, and ob-
taining the neceesary eupplies through their co-operation.

In the mean time the war raged fariously in the north aud
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in the south. The coontry wes bleeding at its heart and ila
extremities. Burgoyne, with a victorious ammy, snd & band
of savages, advanced from Cenada towards Lake Champlaing
and, pouring into the state of New York, let l0ose all the hor-
rors of civilized and savage warfare. The detested union of
the tomabawk aud scalping-knife with the cannon and the
bayonet, of Christian white man and pagan red mao, was
onee more exhibited in all its horrors. Indian warziots and
Christian soldiers now fought side by wide, and it seemed
doubtful which claimed the pre-eminence in recklessbarbarity.
The one seemed 0 have forgotten what the other never knew,
and the tragedy of Miss M’Crae will for ever attest the con-
sequences of this infamous association of civilized arts and
aavage forocity. The apology of Christiaus for the barbarity
of their Indian allies is, fhat it was impossible to remtrain
them ; but it shonld be recoflected, that those who let slip the
whirlwind are respoumble for 1ts devastations, and that, to
put arme in the hands of wavages, whu never spare, is o be-
come an Aecomplice in alt their etrocitivs.

Throughout the whole of thia struggle, the policy of the
British ministry, which niost assuredily did not act in accord-
unce with ihe feelings of the people of England towards the
Ucited States, was harsh and unfesling, as it wes weak and
impolitic. There were fimes, and maoy times, during the
more early periods of the war, iu which the cauee of liberty
seemed so desperate, that its advocates might have heen sub-
dued by kindness and forbearance, But, fortanate for the fate
of freedom, and fur the future desfiny of our country, when-
ever our affairs were at the lowest ebb, or whenever the Bri-
tish general offered the olive-branch with one hand, with tha
othar he at the same time perpetrated additional imeplta and
injuries, He had to do with a people who might have bean
concijiated by kindnses, bnt whom barberities could never
subdue. He preforred the wind to the san, and the conse~
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zenoe way, that the Americans only girded their cloake more
manfully abont them.

The high hills of ¥ermont and New Hampshire echoed to
the groans of the biopd-stuined valleys of New York, and the
Green Mountain Boys, seizing their unerring rifles, rallied in
4be cause of their country and countrymen. ‘The first check
given o the triumphant invader wan given by the militia of
Vermont, by those who have ever since been dintingumnhed by
the honourable title of Green Mountain Boys, thongh they pos-
sessod the arms and the souls of heroic men. On the memor-
able heights of Bennington, the Ifessians were once mora to
feal the courage and humanity of those who, while defonding
their own lives, respecied the lives of their most obnoxious
enemies.

Here Breymen and Baum, two experienced officers who had
been despatched to procurs supplies of cattle and horees, and
to secure or destroy a depot of provisions collecied by the
Americans, were met by Starke, and bitter was the greeting
he gave them. Colonel Baum, fuiling in Lis fivat objects, forti-
fled himself in & favourable position, and waited for s asso-
ciate Breymen. Before he had time to arrive, the Green Monns
tain Boys rushed npon his intrenchments with such irresistible
impetunogity that nothing counld stand before them. The val-
lJeys rung with ths roaring of canuon answered by a thousand
achoes of the mountuine, mingled with shouts and dying
groansg. On the firat assaulf the Canadiana took to their heels;
Baom received a mortal wonud, and not s man of ell his com~
paniony escaped—all were killed or taken, and six handred
Germans totally annibilated.

Ignorant of the fate of Lis old comrade, Colonel Breymen
came up s few hours afterwardv, where he met his victorioos
enamies instead of conquering friends, He was received, not
by the shaking bands of welcoming comrades, but by the
winged messengers of death from the weapons of s fooe.
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Hin froops, after surtaining & fow firey from €he unerring rifios
of the Grean Meuntain Boys, broke and sought sheltar in the
woods, where, by degreos, they wore at different times nearly
all taken.

This was another crisis in the great cause of liberty. The
fortunes of Burgoyne had hitherto rolled on the fiood tida of
uninterrepfed success. But it had become high water with
him, and the tide ebbed as rupidly as it had flowed, leaving
him and his fortunes high and dry ashore. About the same
4ime thet the parties of Baum and Breymen were destroyed,
the force co-operating with Burgoyne nnder Colonel 8t, Leger,
consisting of Britieh and Indians, being met by a flerce resist~
ance, and alarmed by a false reporf, raised the siege of Fort
Stanwix, en important position on the Mobawk, The Indians,
disconraged by a tedious series of approaches, which resulted
in a total disappointment of anticipated plunder and massacre,
deserted their allies and departed fo their woods; while Genew
ral Gates, who commanded the American force in the north,
wag deily reir oreed by brave spirits flocking from the flelds
and the moury ne.  Arnold, who afterwarda devofed himeeif
t0 never-dying'yufamy, was thers; and Morgan, whose fame
i# equally immbrtal, was alss there with those famous rifle=
men whoss every shot was death {0 an enemy.

The approach of Burgoyne from the north was connected
with the expected movement of Sir Henry Clinton, with 2
force from the south. They were to meet at Albany. But
one never arrived there, and the other went sgainst his will,
sinoe he was carried a8 & prisomer, whers he anticipated
entering as 8 conqueror.

After mapy severe encovnters and much hard fighting, in
which Arnold, end Morgan, and Dearhorn, and Brooks, and
meny others I have nof space to name, distinguished them-
selves and won praises from their connfrymen, there was
soen & sight worth beholding, At the mouth of the outlet of



LIVE 0F WABRINSTON. 187

Baratops Lake, and close to the side of the Hudson, thers lies
a rich meadow, extending a considerable distance up the
siream. 16 is beautiful fo the eye, but far more precions to
the henrt of every true lover of liberty. On the morning of
the seventeenth of October, in the year 1777, on that spot
was seen the fret British army layiog down its arme and sur-
rendering to the moldiers of freedom—but not the last. It
was one of the brightest mornings that ever opened on this
New World, for it heralded the rising of the san of freedom,
which for a long while had sunk below fhe horizon. It was
the dawn of high aspiring hopes and gallant confidence. It
tenght the repoblicans to rely on themeelves, and others torely
on them. If relieved the country from am army of enemies,
and it was the precursor to an army of friende. The allience
with France was the first fruits of the smirender of Burgoyne.

Bmarting as the Americans were under the recollection of
recent barbarities, and elevafed by success, on this ocoasion
they displayed & delicacy of feeling, a refined magnanimity,
which upder all clrenmatances, were singularly honoorable.
They had faced the British in the heat of battle, in the pride
of success, but they turned their hacks in the hour of ha-
miliation. When the army of Bargoyne laid down its arms
in the green meadow on the bank of the Hudson, not un
American wes t0 be seen. Who shall say our fathers were
not worthy of lberty ?

The field of Saratoga will always continne to awaken in
the mindw of all 4rue Awericang the proudest recollections, It
is associsted with an event which, more than any other that
occurred during the revolutiopary war, contribnted o its
happy termination, and carried with it a train of consequences
of which the commencement is only known, and the end can
only be anticipated. Neither the field of Marathon nor the
pase of Thermopyle Dioasesa such claims to the veneration of
those who sympathize in the great cause of Liberty throughout
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the world. It is embalmed in iis vast consequences, for the
devotion of fature times, and every pucceeding age will only
give if pow interest and dignity. No pative of this land of
freedom should ever pase it withont pausing to contemplate
the scene, and dwell for & while on the trinmph achieved on
this spot by the patriotiem and valour of his fathers. The
noble river and the smiling meadow were its witnessen ; and
while the one contipuenite course, and the other remains greem,
it can never be forgotien.

CHAPTER XI.

Number of Burgoynes Army. WNew Hopes of the Friemds of Liberty.
Condyet of Gatgs.  Intrigue to supplont Washing Parl mt. Lord
Chatham. Suffenings of the Army at Valley Ferge. Paper-money. Howe's
Lnactivity, Proceedings of Parlument. Hulof Pacification, and its He-
eeptien by Congr G 1 IEawe Themigl Hu Ch Bir Henry
Cloton, He esacuates Philadelplua. 15 followed by Washingtan. Batile
of Monmouth, aad conduct of Genernl Lee,  He 1s trled and sentenced to &
Year's sspenston, Hly life, Characicr, smd Death, Reflechons oo the
Colonisl Feching.

TaE army of Bargoyne consisted of about ten thousand men
on leaving Canada, ot was redaced tc nearly ome-half that
number when it laid down ite arms at Saratoga. Af thesame
time that the republicans rid themselven of thie formidwble
foe they acquired a fine train of artillery, seven thousand
stand of arms, and & large quantity of military stores. Thas
failed & plan which threatened the mcat fatal consequences
to the canme of liberty, mod now it was that even the least
sanguine epirits lovked forward to vltimate success, But the
boon, though within their grasp, was not yet gaived, and
Frovidence permitted new triale, as if to show the value of
the prire by the coxt of ity purohase.
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Thiv great event, it was thonght by Congrees, would check
the advance of Sir Henry Clinton ap the Hudson, and relieve
Geperal Gates from all apprebensions from that quarter, It
was therofore resolved to reinforce Washington by drawing
detachments from the northern army. Ue accordingly de-
puted the celebrated Mamnltyn, then a very young man, act-
ing as bis aid, to urge General Gates to & mpeedy compliance
with the ordara of Congress.

Hamilton states in a lefter to Washington, that General
Gates discovered much unwillingness to diminish his force,
and urged his apprebensions of an attack from Bir Henry
Clinton, as 8 pretext for declining to furnish the reinforoe-
ments requirad. There are, however, strong reasons for b
lieving that his condnct originated in other motives,

1t appears that an intrigue had been set on foot to displace
‘Washington from the command, and sgbetifute Geperal Clates
in his place. The capture of Bargoyue, by whomsoever
achieved, had carried the reputation of General Gates heyond
that of any other man in the pation, with the exception of
‘Washington, if, indeed, he was an exception; and a gmzll
party was formed in Congress, aided by a few offtcers, not al-
together destifute of claims to distinelion, to place him at the
head of the nrmies of the United States.

How far General Gatea participated in this project, whe=
ther he was an active or passive instrument, is a question
which I have no disposition to dikcuss. Whatever may have
been the real merits of this officer, and his agency in bringing
about an event so auspicious to the futwre forfunes of the
United Statea as the capture of Bergoyne, still, as the com-~
manding general, who would have been held responsible for
the fallure of the attempt, he cannot be eeparated from the
glory acquired by ita saccess. His name is embodied in his=
tory; it occupies an honoursble station emong the heroes of
the revc'ntion ; it hns bacome a part of the inheritance of na-
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tiona} pride; it belongs to the people of the United States,
and I would not, if T could, throw any additional shads over
its brightness,

Bat what is already known, cannot be baried in oblivion.
1t is certain that he became vaio of his reputation; indniged
in sly invendoes againet the commander-in-chief, and seemed
dissatinfled or unessy nnder the burden of hiv glory. His
whole deportment exhilted a siriking contrast to the calm
self-poised, self-mpported dignity of Washington, who, whe-
ther in prosperity or sdvermty, euccens or defeat, sailed along
in his high aphers of action, like the eagle, far above the heads
of those sround him, without effort or noise. ¥on never maw
the motion, or heard the flapping of hiy wings.

Happily for the good cause, and fortunately for the des-
tinies of our country, the intrigue proved abortive. The army
under Washington, the good people of the United States, and
even the eoldiers of General Gates, rejected with honest dis-
datn the idea of a change. There was that in the character of
the great Father of his Country which led confidence captive,
momething that, like the charmed armour of romence, blanted
tho sharpest weapon of calumny, and warded off the poisoned
arrow. He had gained a fame which even misfortune conld
not injure. General Gates received the command of the foree
destined to act agalnst Lord Cornwallie in the sonth, where
biu snocess did mot justify the anticipations of his friends, or
his enemies. He died at New-York, long affer the revolution,
and those who best kuew him wondered at the caprices of
fortune,

The news of the captare of Bargoyne was received in Eng-
Iand with dismay, in France with exultation. The venerable
Chatham once more raised his voica for an immediate cemsa«
fion of arms, and broke forth into m strain of vehement and
inspiring eloquance against the cruelty of associating savages
in the warfare of civilized natione. «“My lords,” said he
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# who v the man that, in addition to the dlsgraces and mize
chiefy of thia war, hag dared to authorize and associate with
our arma the tomahewk and ecalping-knife of the savage? to
call infp civilized alliance the wild and inhuman iuhabitants
of the woods ? fo delegato to the mercileas Indian the defence
of disputed rights, nnd fo wage the horrore of his bharbarous
warfare against our brethren Buf the voice of hamanity,
patriotiam, and iuspiration fell on the ears of the deaf. The
ministars carried their measure by the uauel mmajority, and
corraption and vengeance triumphed for a while longer over
justice as well as policy.

During the severe winter whick followed the events I have
related, the army of Washington, quartered at Velley Forge,
in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, auffered wlmost incredis
ble hardehipe, Sioce the baftle of Brandywine, they had re~
ceived neither soap, vinegar, or any other articles allowed by
Congress for necessary comfort. A large portion had bui &
shirt, end some none at all, Mapy were confined to the hos~
pitala becanse they had no shoes, and between two or three
thousand remained incapable of duty because ¢ they were
barefooted and otherwise naked.” Their food was often in=
suficient, and of bad quality; and, in shor, they were desti-
fute of all those comforta which conduce to phyeical strength and
mrental power.

All this while they were within a few miles of a superior
force, and withont the excitement of hope ; for the prospect of
the fature neemed bat a reflection of the present. Cau we
wonder, my young conntrymen, that these poor, naked, atarv-
ing woldiers of freedom pined to return fo their comfortable
homes ? or can we blame them, if, when their term of service
expired, they were unwilling to enlist again? Is it & subject
of surprise or reproach that under these accumulated circum=
wtances of discouragement and saffering, the patriotic spirit of
the poople almost perished under ifs hurden,or thatit beontuo
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difficnlt to rouss and animate the militia, or inspive them with
omnfidenca P For my part, so far from cenwuring our fathers
for their want of spirit and activity, ¥ cannot but reverence
and admire that noble firmness, which, animated by the loveof
liberty, resisted the pressure of much a weight of woes, and re-
fused all offers of pardon or concilintion wnaccompanied by in-
dependenca. Lot my young readera ponder on these things,
and then awk of themselves, who shall cast the first stone at
the fomba of their fathers? Let them imitate their virfnes, in-
stead of censuring their memory. May Providemee grant that
the posterity of these much enduring men mey emalate their
patriotiam, and then the freedom they won for us will never
be surrendered at the shring of luxury or on the altar of fear.

The sufferings of the army, now, as on all occasions, pierced
the bosom of Washington. In addifion to this source of an=
guish, his proud epirit, conacious of meriting the gratitnde of
his couniry by every exertion of valour and of virtue, had to
beer up againat certein elights of Congress, and cerfain cem=
sures elsowhore, that indicated a want of confidence. Ofthese
he however took no notice. He had higher objects than his
own feelinga to demand his attenfion; and confinved to urge
on the attention of Congress the sufferings of his poor soldierss
who on one occasion were without a aingle ration, With all
the energy of true feeling, and with a manly confidence in his
own claima to be heard snd respected, he exhorted Congress
to remedy the defects of the commissary department, where
these wants principally originated ; and, with the boldness of
{rath, layws the blame where it ought to reat.

#1 declare,” said he, jn one of his letters-—1 declare, that
10 man, in my opinion, ever had his measures more impeded
than I have by every department of the mrmy. Since the
month of July we have had no essistance from the guarters
master-general ; end to want of assistance from this depart-
ment the commissary-general charges great part of hin de-
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Sicismey, 'To this Imayadd, that notwithstanding it 10 & stand-
ing order, often repeated, that the froops shall always Imve
two days’ rations in advance, that they may be ready at any
wedden call, yof scarcely any opportunity has ever offered of
taking advantage of the enemy that has not beeneither entirely
thwarted, or greatly obatructed, on that aceount,”

Congress had fallen into the common error of inexperiences
in eomplicating rather than mmphifymg the organization of the
comminssarat of the mmy. It was the fashion {o establish a
board for every thing, and t» create a number of separate
wrheels, each one in some degree indepeodent of the other, and
therefore each liable o impede the action of the whole, Fofar
was this pernicions practice carried, that, on ome occasion,
when the estabhshment of a whole raft of boards had been
propoied by some basy-body 1 Congresy, it 1s related that the
late Jndge Peters, of Pennrylvanta, then a member, rose, and
with gravity moved that the word “board™ should be expunged,
and that of * shingle” wserted m at place. Tt is waid that the,
amendment waa fatal fo the bill, and achieved whet no argu-
ment could have accomplished, From that fime fhe very men-
tion of boards excited a sndle mn Congress.

Besidles the privations of the army, which have been just
gpecified, they had now to cocounter & new euemy, in the de=
precistion of paper-money, thut traitor to ite conntry m fim e
of danger. Thix depreciatiou, slow at first, soon acquired an
accelerated motion, and, like & wheel running down hill, ite
speed increaszed in proportion ae it reached the hottom. The
officers and soldiers soon begau to find that they were paid,
if at all, in paper which wa: lomng ifs value while paving

from the hand to the pocket.

Experience has more than once demonstrated the ruinous
consequences of a resort to the wssue of paper-money on the
partof a government. The mischievous facility of multiplylag
it; the effect that multiplication has on the prices of all the
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necessarios of life and the metns of conducting military ope«
mations; the fluctnations in ite value, arising from the increans
or diminution of public confidence; and the certainty of its
final depreciation, when that depreciation will surely be most
pernicious o the infereats of the public and to individuals, alt
seem to demongirate that it is an expedient which only a
stern neceasity can jusfify. That necessity presented itsalf
at the crisis of our revolution. The public liberty, the exist~
ence of the nation, was ri stake, and the sacrifice of the
fatore was duoe to the present emergency. But its conse-
yuences proved ruinous to many thousands in the end, and
the catastrophe of the ¢ contfinental money,” as it was called,
remaing an sn example and s warning fo futnre generations.
The extravagence of the parent, which beggnre his children,
i not more reprehensible than that of a government which
eniails it bardens on the poeterity of its citizens, and thus
mekes them responmble for ite mistakes, its ambition, and its
prodigality.

In the account of his expenditures during the revolutionary
war, presented by Washington fo the auditor-genersl of the
United SBtates, there im exhibited a curions mecale of the pro-
gress in the deprecintion of paper-money, sccording to the
rates from time fo time established by Congress, which vainly
attempted to regulate this impracticeble mediom. From ths
beginning of the year 1777, when it wee first iesued, it re-
meined at par valee, and was equal to silver and gold until
the Oectober following, when it bhegan fo depreciate, at fireé
slowly, then more rapidly. At the cloese of the following year
fwo thonsend paper dollara were worth three hundred and
fourfeen in specie; in November, 1780, one thousand paper
dollars were worth twenty-five in specie; in May, 1781,
twenty thousand paper dollers were worth five hundred in
specie ; and by the end of that year they were worth nothing.
The confidence of the people in ¢the government and in each
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ofher was nniversally shaken; the ides of baving been de«
esived by their rulers produced resentment and disaffection;
the ignorant and confiding became the dapes of the wary and
unprincipled ; huadreds of thousands of citizens were reduced
to beggary; and thus the miseries of want were added to the
evils of war.

Yot still, notwithatandung these appalling dificnlties, Wash-
ington did not for a taoment remit his exertions. Being an-
thorized by a resclution of C'ongress, he directed that all the
provisions within twenty miles of his camp should be seized
for the use of his army. The expedient procured a temporary
eupply, but waa soon rendered inoperative by the farmers con-
cealing their products, and pleading entire poverty,

There are points beyond winch human nature eannot be
safely pushed, A single individual may be found willing to
give away all to his country, but such sacrifices cannot be
expected from whole commumties.

In epita of these accumulated obetacles, Washington openad
the campaign with hie usual activity. General Howe, either
ignorant of the deplorable state of the republican army, too
caotionn in his movements, or perhaps overawed by the su-
perior genins of Washington, end recollecting that while
sterming his camp at Vallay Forge he might be marching into
Philadelphia, neglected to take advantage of the present state
of affaira. By eo doing he lost sn opportunity which never
afterwards presented iteelf {0 him or his successors. The
events which immediately followed the opening of the cam-
paign of 1778, nof being either striking or decigive, will be
passed over, especially as Washington was not personally en-
gaged in them.

The proceedings of the British parliament now became ex-~
coedingly imteresting. Not long mfter the rejection of Lord
Chatham’s motion for & suspension of arms between England

&
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snd the United Siates, and a like fate of others of » similar
vatore, the British minjeter, Lord North, himself trought for-
ward a plan of pacification, which was adopted by & grest
majority. Before, however, the preliminary steps could be
faken, the news amived in England of a treaty of ailiance
baving been concladed between the United States and France.
The proposaitions were in conesquence burried off to America,
in the hope of preceding the arrival of the treaty.

‘Washington received the bill of pacification, and immediate-
1y forwearded it fo Congress, with s letter expressing his fears
of its consequences, if the conditions became known to the pso~
ple. The propositions of the British government were referred
to & commitfes, which made an able and epirited report onthe
sobject, and exposed, with the keemest anslysis, ifa uneatis-
factory, insidious, and insulting movisions, The propositions
of parliament, and the report of the committee of Congress
were both published. Soon after this oocurred, a French fri-
gate arrived having ou board Mr. Deane, bearing the treaty
between the United States and the French king. This event
wag hailed with joy throughout the whole country, as thepre-
lude of a certain successful isvue to the canne of independence.

General Howe had now taken his departure for Englend,
whither he carried with him but little glory. He was an ex-
perienced officer in Eunropean tactics, but wanted energy, en-
terprise, and activity, and was utterly unable to cope with
‘Washing ton, who, if he had possessed the meens which the
former commanded, would have quiekly annikilated him.

General Charles Lee, who had more wit than diseretion,
thos describes Howe in a lefter to Dr. Roah :—* He is the
moet indolent of mortals. He never took further pains o
exsmine the merits or demerits of the cause in which he was
engaged, than merely to recollect thet Great Britain was said,
to be the mother country; George the Third, King of Great
Pritain; that parlisment was called the representative of
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Gread Britain ; hat the king and parlisment formed the m-
preme power; that supreme power is absolute and mncen-
trollable; that all resistance must consequently be rebellion ;
and, abovae all, that he wag a soldier, and bound to obey in all
cases whatever,

¢ These are liis notions, and thie ix hie logic. Daf through
these absurditn g | co nd stz vish, wben be was wsd e,
pelf, rays o) frieudslip and good-uature breakiog out 1t
true he was meldom left to himeelf; for never poor mortal,
thrust into high etation, was surroonded by such fools and
scoundrels. I believe he scarcely ever read the letters he
signed. You will bardly believe it, but 1 ussure you it in a
fact that be never read the curious proclamation issued at the
head of Elk, till three days after it was published. You will
say I am drawing my friend Howe in caricature: but this ia
his veal charscter. He iz natarally good-homounred and com-
placent, bat illiterate and indolent to the last degree, unless
ag an execufive soldier, in whicl ecapacity be in sll fire and
activity, brave and coul a« Jubor Uionar.  Iin understanding
in rather good than uiberwies, hut was totally confonnded and
stopified by the immemaity of the tnelk imposed upon him. He
shut his eyes, fought his ‘mattles, drank his bottle, ndvisrd with
his counsellors, received orders from North and (ermaine, one
more ahsnrd than the otler, took Galloway’s opinion, shut his
eyes, fought ngain, and is now, I sapjinee, to be called to ac-
count for acting according to lis metructionn,™

He was maceeeded in Lis command by Rir Heary Clinton,
alwo o officer of experience and reputation. But none ever
gained lasting laureln at the expense of Washington, and least
of all, Sir Hewry Clinton. ‘The alhance with France, and ita
anticipated consequences, rendered an enfire chauge of men-
sures necessary on the part of the enemy, and the new com-
mender prepared to evacuate Fhiladelpbia, with 2 view fo
eoncetrtrating bis force st New York.
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This design was exscuted, and the ensmy marched through
New Jersey, with Washington hanging on his resr, eager to
sirike n blow. Ha had eo long been harassed by the necessity
of perpetually retreating, that the ides of pursuit animated
him to new exertions and new vigour. At length the lion
kad tarned on his purwaers, and almoat for the firat time since
he assumed the command, could Washington indulge the bias
of his temper, which ever prompted him fo decisive action.
His cantion was the result of judgment and pecessity, and
every backward step he took was ke bending the bow the
wrong way. It went sgainaf the grain,

Now, however, the tables were somewhat torned. Though
atill actuzlly inferior in force, he wans equal in numbers, and
hoped most ardentty that Sir Henry Clinton would afford him
an opporfunity of attacking him in his march through New
Jersay. He proposed the question to a council of officerm,
where it was strenuonsly opposed by Steuben, Du Portail, and
General Lee. But this did not deter him, and he resolved that
the enemy should not escape without a blow, if an opening for
atriking it occurred. ‘That opportunity soon presented itself
and was seized with avidity.

The march of Sir Henry Clinton was directed towards Mid-
dletown, from whence he intended to embark his army for
New-York, and had now errived at Monmouth, & amall town
sitaated on high ground, not far distant from the bay of Amboy,
and presenting s sfrong position. Apother day's march wounld
bring him to the heighta of Middletown, where he would be
unaesailable. This, then, was the last opportanity thet might
prenent iteelf, and Washington determined to avail himself of
it in despite of the opinjons of the council of officers.

Accordingly he made his dispositions for an attack the mo.
ment Sir Henry Clinton moved from the high ground st Mon-
mouth, and General Lee was directed to amvault i rear, while
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the romainder of the republican mrmy oppo#ed him on him
flanke,

The twenty-eighth of June, the day on which this battle
wax fonght, was intengely hot. There was not a breath of air
stirring, and the san shone ont withont a cloud, making the
bayonets and musket-barrels glitter in the eyes of the opposing
hosts. The domestic herds had retired into the shade, and
every animal except man sought shelier from the burning heat.
The panting soldiers could hardly bear up against the burden
of their arms, and the horses that drew the artillery were in &
foam. The very birds forgot to sing their songs that morning.

At the dawn of day the army of the enemy had taken up its
ling of march towards the heights of Middletown, and left the
atroog position at Monmonth. Wasbingtun, hearing & firing,
presumed thef Lee was now engaged, and came rushing on to
second him, when, to his utter antonishment, hp found that of-
ficer in full retreat.

“In the name of God, General Lee, what han caused this
ill-timed prudence 7 gaid Washington.

“ I Eknow no man blessed with a larger portion of that rag«
cally virfue than youor excellency,” retorted Lue, narcastically.

Waskingtor rode on foriously, for now, for once in his life,
ill-oonduct, aggravated by insolence, had conquered his equa~
nimity. He called to his men, and they anawered his call with
three gallant cheere. He ordered them fo charge the enemy,
and they obeyed him withount hesitating A moment. The roy=-
alints atterhpted to furn his flank, but were manfully repulsed.
They turned in snother direction, and met the valiant, steady
Greene, who drove them back with his cannon, while on the
instant, Wayns, af the head of his legion, gave them soch e
sovere and well-directed fire, that they cemsed to met on the
offensive, snd took post in their stronghold once more. The
axtreme heat of the day, fogether with their exertions in the
$ght, bad exhausted the vigour of both parties; some died of
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mere fatigne, apd others foll vietinw to their eagernes to allay
their bumning thiret with cold water. Washington ovdered
his soldiers to be prepared for remewing the motion early in
the moming ; but when that came, he found that the British
had decemped in the silence of the night, and were now so
far on their way to Middletown Heights as to0 destroy all
bopes of overtaking them, or preventing their embarkation

On oo occwsion during the whole course of the war, did
‘Washington appear greater that st the battle of Mommouth.
The extraordinary retreat of Lee, and his subsequent inso-
lence, had roveed him fo the highest point of energy, and
avwalkeped all the heroism of his character. He animated his
troops by his voice; he inspired them by his actions, and in-
fased the magnanimity of e own soul into the moule of his
gallant froops. He exposed himself to every danger of the
day, and seemed determined to make up by his own exertions
for the misconduct of the arrogant Lee. Ones who always
fought by hin side, when higher duties did not call him away,
has since borme testimony that the apirit which animated,and
the genius which directed, the successfol operations of this
gallant battle, was that of Washington. Greens, Wayse,
Morgan, snd many others distingnished themselves highly on
this ocoasion, and richly merit to share with him ths honoar
of that day. They were the well-tempered weapons, but his
weos the woul that directed them. The enemy claimed the
viotory on this vceasion ; but a victory succeeded by midnight
retreat in hardly worth contesting.

The republican armv was indignant at the conduct of Lee,
sad tue disreapect, to give 1f it mildest name, to their beloved
chief, called forth a burst of feeling in behalf of his inwulted dig-
nity and virtue. Washington, however, was silent on the mb-
ject- Hawas nware of the mischiefs arising from factionsinan

* Latayotic,
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army, snd probably expected an apology or explanation frém
the offender. But the subsequent steps faken by Lee precludsd
all farther forbenrance. He roceived a letter from that oficer,
conched in the most haughty and supercilions terms, and de-
manding reparation for “the very singular expreasiona”™ made
use of by Washington on the occasion to which I heve re-
ferred. To this n reply was sent, assuring him that, if he felt
himesif aggrieved, he shonld soon have an opportunity of ¥in-
dicating hix conduct before a court-martial. He was accord.
iogly tried shortly sfter for disobedience of orders, for mishe-
havicar before the enemy, and for disrespect to the commander-
in-chief. The sentence of the court suspended him from duty
for one year, and was unanimonsly approved by Congress, -
‘This terminated his military career. He rotired to his estate
in Berkeley county, Virginia, where he lived a fow years of
folly and ecceutricity, and fizally, at Philadelphia, closed a
life which he might have made usefal by bin talents, had they
been directed by the steadiness, prodence, and wisdom of
‘Washington.

General Charles Lee was a native of Chester county, in
England, and descended from an ancient family of that name,
Ho entered the British service, commanded n company of gre-
nadiera at Ticonderoga, in the old French war, where he was
shot through the hody. He afterwards served in Portugal
under General Burgoyne, and subsequently in the Polish army,
where he was at the period of the passiog of the stamp sct.—
He then returned to Eugland, and used all his influence in be-
half of the colonies. Shortly before the commencement of
hostilities, he wrived at New York, and enlinted hirneelf
ationg the most ardent of the Whigs. After viriting all the
targe cities, and making himeelf known to the principal poli-
tical leaders, by his ardour and eloquence in the canse of
liberty, he purchasell a pluntation in Berkeley sounty, Virm -
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uis, near his old friend Horatlo Gafes, with whom he had
served in days of yore.

Ono of the worst consequencen of the colonial state in, the
feeling and habit of infariority which it never fails to produce
on the part of the coloniste. Treated, as they alwayn are, by
the mother comniry, with arrogant snperciliouscess, or wéern
aukindusss ; deprived of all the privileges of equalily : accus-
towed to seo every day instances of preference towards the
patives of the parent state, and to submit to their assumptions
of muperiority, they gradually acquire a dependent feeling, and
in time acquiesce in & degrading distinetion, which overawes
their spirit, and depresses their geniuva,

This wag, in a great degree, the state of the public mind at
the period when the peopls of the United Colonies felt them-
selves called upon to accept the alternative of mbmision or
revistance. They cherished exsggersted idess of Earopean,
and most especially British, superiority ; and when it became
necessery to take up arms in defence of their rights, to have

“werved in the British srmy was the great recommendation to
rank and hopours. Hence, while Green, Wayne, Morgan, and
many others on whom nature had bestowed the talents for
eommeand, entered the service as inferior officers, such men as
Gates and Lee were appointed to the highest stations in the
army, without doabt becanse they wate born in England, and
had borne a British commisgion. 'With the exception of Wash~
ington, it was thonght next to impossible to ind a native of
the colonies capable of directing extensive military operations;
and the history of our revolaution soficiently exemplifies the
exiatence of this eentiment, in the all but successful intrigne
to place General Gatea in a sitnation for which he was greatly
disqualified, end where his incapacity would in &1} probability
have roined onr cause.

This feeling of inferiority depressed the eneryies and dis-
couraged the efforts of {he Americans during the whole
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struggle for Lberty. Tt damped their ardour, and chocked
ikeir enterprise; it weakemed their confidenca in them=
sives, and at oll times operated as 8 mghtmare upon
their visions of muccess. Ji outlived the era of lndepen~
dence, end it lives efill, thongh with diminished, and grado-
ally diminishiug vigour. 1t mo longer, indeed, playn the po-
litical tyrant; but it swaye our opinions, insinuates itself into
our nocial habits, influences our tantes, dress, and modes of
living, and bhaving resigned as prime minister of American
wifairs, continues still to govern by a sort of back-stairs influ~
ence. I hope my youthfal readers, who form the rising bops
of their country, will live tosee her emancipated from thix lang
and strongest thraldom, and thet they themaclves will not only
angist at ite foveral but give it the death-blow, Itis time
that the people of the United States, who have long boasted
of their superiority, should ut least begin to foel that they are
equal to othsr nations.

Thie colonial prejidice operated in favour of Lee. He was
offered and wooepted the renk of mejor-generat. Leo talked
well, and wrote with a kesn, sarcastic vigour, which is often
mistakren for a capacity to perform great actioos. But he
never distingnished himself in the cense of freedom. He
blamed Washington, he blamed Congress, and he blamed every-
body; but he did nothing Limself. When called wpon by the
commander-in-chief t0 march to his assistance at Trenton, in
the darkeat hour of peril, he delayed under various pretexts,
and at length suffered himself to be surprised and taken pri~
soner, in & manner that excited the conteropt of lis enemies,
and the laughter of his friends. It wae suapected, and on
grounds by no means destitute of probubility, that ke wished
to ruin Washington in order to sutceed him. Uis condact»”
the battle of Monmouth scemed to corroborate the susp’ ™™
and ‘without doubt operated on the court-martial ty

& 5§
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aim from service. His example fornishes a salutary waming
aguinst premainre confidence, as well as a decisive proof that
experience in one mode of warfare in only an cbstagle to sac-
ocess i & new serviee and a new world. Without doubt La-
fayette, Montgomery, Kosciusko, De Kalb, Steuben, Pulaski,
and varioun others of less ciatmction, performed important
services to our cuuse, and wmided i parchasing for us the blees-
ings of hberty. They ment the lanting gratitude of the peo-
ple of the United States, as well for what they did, as what
they were anmous to do; and they esjoy, in this new world,
areputation winch amply repays them for ali the services they
ever rendered. Still, however, the best truet of a nation is in
its own children, 1t own experiencs, and 1ts own home-bred
energies. Foreign aid may assist in attaiming to independence,
but it cannot be preserved, except by cureelves. It wan, per-
haps, fortunate for the Cmted States that European policy and
national mivalry were sofficiently strong fo overcome the
temptation to make them pay dear for the md they received,
and save them from the general fate of all those who call to
thoir asxigtance an anxiliary more powerful than themsalves.

CHAPTER XII

Mopes devived from the new Posture of Aflairy. Arrval of the Trench Fleet.
Difgulties about Malitary Etiquette.  Dispute betwesn Count @*Estaing and
General Sullivan. Wuhimgton sull compélled to act on the Defensive,
Brituh Army rusrches ap the Hudswon. Affair at Egg Harbour. Bntish Floeg
dupersed by s storm.  D'Estaing suls fr the West Indies. The Army eveets
Huts wn the Highlands and goes 1nto wintei-quarters. Wasbington's Bpring.
Ha 4 des Congress from king Canada.

HE sun of hiberty scemed now slowly emergmng from the
ud in which 1t had been enveloped, with few inker-
als, i%F since the battle of Long Island. Tt had occasion~
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slly broke ont for a littls while t Princeton and Tremton

oaly to retire again into deeper obscruity. Tho surrendsr of
Burgoyne the allianee with France, and the honourable re-
sa}t of the battle of Monmouth combined o0 give now life 1o
hope, but at the same time relaxed the vigour of perseverance.
The storm seemed to have reached the orisis of it violence,
and the lighthouse and the haven appeared in distant perspes-
tive. The crew of the vensel fell asleep, and the pilot remwined
awake at the helm.

The battle of Monmouth was quickly followed by news of
the arrival of a powerful Franch flaet, under Conot d'Eataing,
at Chingoteague Inlet, in Virginia. On board this fleet wasa
large body of land forces, and the intention of the (Conné had
been to strike the mouth of Delaware Bay, with a view to
shutting up the British fleet in that river. A long passage of
nearly threo months prevented the success of this weill-laid
plan, and probably eaved both the British Bect and British
army. Congress communicated the arrival of our allies 1o
‘Washington, and directed him fo co-operate with the French
commander.

Thie co-operation was a delicate affnir. Hitherto the Franch
had always been looked upon as enemies by the people of the
United States. All their wars had been with that nation, and
the recollectlon was rendered more keen by its conneotion
with Indian atrocities. Besides this, there is always a
jealovsy, justided by universal example, on the part of
weaker nations againat their more powerfui allies, who have
almoat invariably only assisted in breaking the chuinw of
others in order fo rivet their own. They always wll their
favours at & high price. The French government, with s
polite delicacy, had conferred on Washiogton the rank of
lisutenant-general in the armies of Franoce, which pisced him
on an equality with Coont d*Estaing, who, besides bedog com-
aandét of thé French floét, wis alao a Heubtinuat-gawral.
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The allied forces commanced their operations in New-Eng~
land, where diffloulties soon occurred in relation to military
etiquette, and the right of directing the combined army, The
rank of D"Estaing, as a lieutenant-general, placed him above
eovery American officer except Washingion; and Sallivan,
who commeanded the forces of the United States in that
quarter, being only a major-geperal, the French admiral in~
simted on his right f0 command the combined attack on New-
port. Sollivan, who had been cautioned by Washington
against any collisionin points of mere punctilio, propossd, and
the French admiral assented fo, an arrangement, by which the
Americans were tc precede him in larding, and the French
troops to follow under the C'ount in person. The latter, how-
ever, soon after declined to act in conformity with this stipu-
lation, and insisted that the landing and the attack should be
simultaueons. Other trifing punctilios impeded the #rsl
operations of the ullies, and & spirit was excited which might
bave destroyed &ll the benefita of the French allinnce, had not
the appearance of a British fiset produced the necessity of a
good understanding, or at least, for a time, separated the con-
tending parties. D'Estaing defermined on offering battle fo
the enemy ; hut, previous to sailing, informed Gensral Sulli-
van that on retorning he 'would accede to his wishes. ‘Thus
o foud, which might have had & most injurious effect on the
fature operations of the allies, was arrested before it had
setiled down info a confirmed spirit of opposition.

Bui the consequences of these disputes remained festering
in the bosoms both of the French and American officers, and
operated on the hearts of the people of New England, who,
more than all the resf, were disinclined towsrds France.
Their early annalas were filled with affocting instances of wuf-
fering inflicted on their forefathers by the inroads of the French
and Indians of Canads and the eastern border, and they had

ever begm accuwtomed to look upon them as their bereditary
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ensmieq. The olaims of D'Estaing were, therefore, peculiarly
grating to their yecollections and their pride; and st one time
it was feared they might go so far as to withhold sapplies
from the French fleet. Sollivan, too, indulged himsslf in eome
oxpreswions, in a general order, which gave great offence to
D'Estaing, who sppealed to Congress. That wise and tem-
perate body passed a resolution approving his conduct, and
expressing its confidence in his zeal and attachment to the
exuse; snd Washington, ever the instrument of good to Lis
couniry, soothed his wounded feelings by letters, which oper-
ated 20 effectoally, that from that time to the final convum=~
mation of the revolation at Yorktown, there was no other
struggle between the French and Americans but that of cour-
fesy and galleniry. Bat still, though the threatening storm
was thus averted by a wise forbearance, the lesson is impor-
tant, as showing that it is best for nations to fight their own
battles in $heir own canse, and to depend for szecoss on their
single exértions, aided by the blessing of Heaven. But for
the assistance of France, the contest might have Insted, per-
haps, & little longer; but my firm conviction is, that the final
issue would have been the samo. In the words of the great
Chatham, ¢ Three millions of freemen, with arms in their
hands, can never be conquered.”

‘Washington was now in New Jorsey, watching with eagle
eye, the movements of the British in New York. His old fate
still parwoed him. The British ministers, in anticipation of
the oonsequences of the treaty of allinnce between France and
the United States, had reinforced their armies and navy o an
extent that placed him again under the necessity of employing
the shield inateed of the sword in defence of his country. He
was atill compelled to ward off the blows of the ensmy, rather
thap inflict them. Al that was left him was to act the eleep~
lews watchman to the midnight plenderer.

In the latter end of the month of September, the British
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srmy, in two columns, ona om either sido of the Fudson,
moved up that river, sweeping all hefors them. The object
of Washington was now to escire the pames of the High-
lands, and he accordingly held himself in readiness for that
purpose. The enemy, however, after completing his foraging,
returned to New York. It appeared thet the desmign of thiw
display on the Hodson waa to cover an expedifion to Egg
Harbour, where a large quantity of merchendise end & mam-
ber of vessels were destroyed. The operations of the French
fleat were all this time impeded by its inferiority to that of the
British. The latter, however, while off the barbour of Boston,
ensountered a groat storm, which caused its disporsion for a
time, and D’Estaing took the opportunity of sailing for the
West Indies,

Nothing of comsequence occarred within the aphere of
Whashington’s action untl the elose of the campaign. 'The
enemy detached a large force to operate in the South during
the winter, but sufficient remained for the protection of New
York againat all the efforts of Washington, who soon after-
werds went info winter-quarters in the Highlands and the
vicinity.

Here the army erected huts, and breasted the wintry winds
and storms of the mountains as well aa they could. Though
destitute of many comforts, and but indifferently clothed,
their situation was so far preferablo to that of the preceding
winter at Valley Forge, that the contrast mede them quite
happy and reconciled them to many privations, The remains
of these huts are still to be seen in the Highlands; and a
#pring, from which Washington need to drink, in consecrated
to his name. It bubblea forth from the roofs of a treein a
Little grove of oaks, growing just at the brink of a beautiful
cascade, which falls into a chrystal baxin below, s descent of
sixty or seventy feet. Its waters are much cooler than the
surronnding springs ; and so beautifolly clenr a4 to 2ford no
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waupt emblem of the character of him who preferred them to
all otheras,

'The lant great service of Washington, doring this yeur, was
dissnading Congress from carrying info effect n magnificent
plan for the ensuing campaign. This was no less than the
conguest of Canada, which had always been e favourite object;
ever sinee the commencement of the war. This sheme waa
franght with consequences which might, and probably would,
have gone far to rain our caass. The bloody plains of Abra~
ham attest the difficatties of such an enterprise; sad i sll
probability the waning resources necessary to the mafety of
the states, wonld have been wasted on s hopeless enterprise,
which even if it had succeeded, wonld have had no decixive
influence on the resalt of the great sttuggle in which we were
engaged.

The firet intimation that thie plan had been decided on, was
received by Washington in & letter from Congress, demiting
him to ‘write to Frasklin, then minister at Paris, to endeavour
t0 indoes the court of France to aid in ite execution. Towiead
of complying with thw request, he addreased & letter to that
hody, conched in the most respectful terms, yet defaling, with
manly firmmens, the difficulties in the way of this wild project,
and offering such unanswerable reasons againat all probability
of snccess, that it was promptly abandoned. Thox every-
where, at al] times, and in al] sitoations, did Washington
nrove the guardian of his eoantry
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CHAPTER XIII.

Conseguences of the AlHunce with France. Remiaden of actisily on the part
of Congress and the People. The Britich Ministers rowsad to new exertions,
Instemenis of Washington 1o Viglsnes and Preparation, Wants sisd dicafs
m«nottheTroops. Mutiny of the Comnectwut L:ipe. Overtures for
P th gected by Cong M of Wyoming. Captare of
Stony Polnt, Gensral Wayne. The Tide of War fiows toward the South,

Onz of the ill consequences almost always attending a ra
liance on the amsintance of others, is a remission of our own
exertions, Self-dependence, united with & firm bhelief in the
justice of our cause, and the consequent aid of the Being
whose great attnbute in to side with the right, are the best
foundations for success in every honourable purgnit, Themo-
ment of the treafy of allisnce with France was the crisis of
greatest danger to the cause of liberty. I am strongly incliced
to think that this event did not greatly accelerate the inde-
pendence of the United States, since it gave them a ground of
hops distinct from & rehiance on their own efforts and ye-
sources. ‘They now considered their cause beyond the reach
of ruin, and from fhet moment seem to have remitted their
exertions to arrest its destruction,
Independently of this pernicious conmaquence of almost all
foreign slliances, the connection with Framce without dounbt
aggravated the offences of her former subjects in the eyes of
the English ministers, and, above all, in those of the people of
England. Ti was a new effort of disobedience, whick entailed
on Great Britain a war with France, and finelly with Spain
and Holland. Ths necessity of the case, and the feeling of in-
dignation, comhined to produce paw and more vigoreus af-
forts, and the reenlt of the French alliance was an sugmenia-
tion of €be British forcs in this conntry which more than conn~
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terbalanced that of France. Doring the whole of tha two
meeeeding campaigns, Washington was obliged to act ou the
defensive with diminished means ; and there were times when
the prospect of a successful termination of the great struggle
for liberty, was more gloomy if poseible than it ever had been
before. That issne still, as it ever did, depended not on the
will or the interests of rival despots, but on Washington, the
countrymen of Washington, and the great Being who inspired
him with virtue, talents, and conrage to save his country.

Daring all thin while, thongh deprived by the apathy of the
states and the people, who now dreamed their independence
mecure, of the means of active service, he continued fo be the
guardian of their safety. He lost no opportanity to urge his
impressiva warnings against the dangers of this false socurity ;
he copjured them to resist the delusionw of & foo sanguioe
bope; he called upon them lond and often to prepare for fu-
tare and inevitable misfortame, if they continued to rely on
others nlome; and with the wisdom of inapiration foretold,
that, if they fell anlesp in the cradle of this false secarity, they
wonld he awakened to dismay and deatraction.

Aminute detail of the military operationsin which Washing=
ton wax personally concerned, in not within the compasa of
my design, and those which took place in the two following
years are in themselves inconeiderable. The army was sof-
fered to dwindle away until it amounfed io leas than three
thousand ; tha depreciation of that miserable substitete for
value, paper-money, followed by its total annihilation s &
mediom for procuring the comforts and necessarien of life, and
the conwequent inability of Congress to pay even this small
army, produced the most disastrous consequences. Disaffoc-
tion spread among the troops; the Comnecticut Line mutinied §
and the farmerw, having lost all faith in the ability of Con~
gresn to pay for their produce, refused to trast any longer in
the promises of that body, It is within the knowledge of the
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writer, thet the srmy in the Highlands wonld have besn af
times dostitute of provisions, had not the then depmiy com-
missary-general pledged his personal credit to the farmern of
‘Wostchester and Dutchess counties. By this act of patriotism
he served the cause at the expense of his own ruin.

During this period, also, the British ministry made another
attempt at conciliating the United States. Commissioners
were appointed, and preliminaries discussed ; hnt as nothing
was aaid abont an acknowledgement of independence, the ne-
gocintion entively failed, s in all previous cases. Disappointed
in this, the commisgioners resorted to corruption, and attempts
weare made fo bribe certain leading members of Congress,—
Hoare too they failed. That illostrions body conld meither be
eajoled, threatened, or bonght. It was on an occasion which
occurred about this time that, in reply to the offer of a large
sum of money, the president of Congress, General Reed, ut-
tered e sentiment worthy the best daye of Greece or Rome.—
“ T am poor,” said he, * very poor, but your king is not rich
enough to buy me.” 1t is by such examplen of virtoe that na-
tions become illusirious, and the most humble citizens im-
mwortal.

Among the military events that oocurred during the period
of which I am writing, fthe mont affecting and best remem-
bered is the destruction of Wyoming, and the mansacre of the
inheabitants of that beantifol valley. All accountw agree in
puinting this secluded region aa the abode of peace, innocence,
and happiness. If ever there was & community whose harm-
jeesnees might have disarmed hostility, and whese yaral hap-
piness would have excited sympathy rather than envy, it neoms
o bave been the people of the little settlement of Wyoming.
They had wever joined in the war, and were as ineapable of
injuring the enemy, as they were of defending themseives.—
But & band of savage Indinng, und of whits men as savagh as
they, rashed upon them o the mlence of the daws ; thair &~
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fenders, who hnd come to their mmistance, were overpowored,
and massacred in cold blood; the froitfol feids were mada
desolate, the houses burnt to the gromud, and the valley Joag
after remained a desert.  Neither uge nor sex was spared, snd
nothing left behind but ruine and bleaching bones. It wes a
scepe thet disgraced hamanity itself; and though paine have
been faken to caxt the mtigma alone on the savages, nothing
cau wash away the guilt of having paid and employed them in
a servioe that led fo such merciless doings. The tale is con-
wecratod to the remembrance of posferity, in history and long-
lived song, and the fate of Wyomjng will never bo forgotten.
Other atrocities coccarred in different quarters, snd almoet
everywhare on the exposed frontier the tomahawk and scalp-
ing-kmfe were at work upon the heads and hearts of our sof-
fering countrymen.

Another event more gratifying to the pride and vanity of
my youthfol readers, which took place in the following year,
was the capture of Stony Point, by General Wayne, one of the
most gailant exploits of the war. Anthony Wayne was a na-
tive of Chester county, in the atate of Pennsylvania. He en-
tered the army about the commeuncement of the revolutiomary
‘war, with the rank of colonel, and very soon acquired the re-
putstion of a gallant soldier. He wae raised to the rank of
brigadier-general, and was engaged in weveral aciions, in
which, though occasicnally unfortunate, be always conducted
himself with eingular bravery. There wan not an officer in
the American army of a higher character for intrepidity ; and
whenever there was any hard fighting, Wayne wag prefty cer-
tain t0 be selected by Washington to bear a part. Ha distin-
guished himself by several victories over the British and In-
dians at the South ; and such was the estimation whioch the
state of Georgia placed on his services, that a valuable plan-
tation was granted him by an act of her legislature. #Hinlast
snd grenteat explott was that of totally defeating the Indians
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on the Mismi, after they had gainad two saccemsive victories
over Hermer and 8t. Clair. This decisive action paved the
way for the freaty of Greenville, and for ever freed that por-
tion of our frontier from Indian depredations. He died at
Presijue Iele, on Lake Erie, leaviog behind him a reputation
ae:iot;ndﬂononeofhil confemporaries for valour and intrepis

To this gallant officer Washington committed the storming
of Btony Point. Hehad in view an attack on the enemy’s posts
at and about King’s Ferry, which he decided to take in detail
rather than risk a gemeral system of operations, which the
failure of & mingle link might render ineffectunl. Blony Point
wan one of the most inaccessible of thesa, and in addition to
its natural strength, was defended by six hondred of the
enemy, under Colonel Johnson. It was intended o take it by
wurprise, and for that purpose the hour of midnight waa chosen
for the attack.

The night came, and at tha appointed hour the Iittle haund
marehed in dead silence fo execute their dangerous purpose.
There was but one way of approsching this strong powition,
and that was over & narrow ceuseway, Crodsing & marsh.
They advanced withont speaking a single word, with ua«
loaded muskets and flaed Lazyonets, preceded by the forlorn
hope, consisting of two parties of twenty men each, one com-
manded by Lientenan{ Gibbon of Virginia, and other by
Lientenant Enox. Theygained the works withont being dis-
covered ; for the enemy hittie droamed of an attempt on their
sirong position. A few minutes after twelve the attack come
menced ; the Americans dashed forward undera heavy fire, which
nothing daunted the brave soldiers; they fired not a mingle gun
in refurn, buf carried the fort atthe point of the bayonet, with
the loss of about one hundred killod and wounded. OF these,
seventeen wera of the parfy of twenty under Lieutenant Gibe«
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bont. 'The lom of the enemy wan sixfy-three killed, and wpe
wards of five humdred prisoner.

This was a glorious affair for the victors, The s mallness of
the numbers engaged does not diminish hut increase the gal-
laatry of the actors, since courage is often gained from num-
besw, aud cowards freyuently bacome bold from being wur-
rounded by hosts of friends. Every wan of this little party
behaved nobly. 'Wayne received & alight wound in the hend,
which stonned him for & few minatee; bat, supported by his
aides, on either side, he continued at his post, and entered the
fort with the foremont of his compunions. Culonel Flenry,
Major Posey, Lieutenanies Gihlon aod Knox, equally diskin-
guished themnelves, and their names are preserved among the
gallants apirits who o the Lour of peril deserved well of the
connfry.

Thia affuir recalled the attentivn of Sir Henty Clinton from
Connectient, whither he had sent an expedition under Governor
Trycn, and he advanced o) the ITndson towards the Highlands,
where he reponsessed himselfof Ntoney Point.  Finding, how-
ever, that be could not attack Washington with any chanee of
seceesw, in the stroug osition he oceupied, Bir Henry foll
back apon New York, and devoled bin attention to the affaive
of the South, whither the tide of war was now flowing.



188 LIFE OF WASNINGTON

CHAFPTER XIV.

Biate of the Bouth. Mariop, Anredoie. Bltustion of the Northerm Army.
Fhrunemw and Painotiem of the Army and Peopls. Effects of the Franch
Allisncs, Prpar-money. Defects of the Mahtery Establuhcaent, Draposls
tion to Motiny. Hesolutwon of the Offierra to Remgn,  Provanted by vhe
Infleerice of Waabington, Beok in Phulsdelphis,  Pstnotam of Americat
Women, Expostul of Washington with Cong Tncumicn of the
Enemy into New Jersey, and noble conduet of the Sevsey Blues. Wadhing-
ton.  Clinton comes from the South, Invader New Jersey, apdl retizem
Arxzival of & French Flwt and Army. Opemtions 1o comsequenice. Close
of s Campaign.

TaE stutes to the eonth of the Potomac had early partakem in
the sufferings of the war. Virginia had been ravaged by Dun-
more; North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia hed not
escaped. South Carclinn, most especially, had parteken of
more than her full share. Many of the inhabitanis of that
atate waere loyaligte, and bore an mveterate hatred, not only
to the cause of liberty, but to all its supporters. Internal
fires burned within the bosom of the state, while the fiamen
raged on its borders. The British, probably instigated and
exasperated by the representations of the tories, repaid the
wrunge alleged to have heen inflicted on their friends, by re-
{alinting with still greater severity. At one time the enemy
even finttered himself that the southern atates were conquered.
Baot there was atill a spirit atirring within their bosoms, which
might be repressed for a while, but could not be mbdued. The
fiame of liberty was kept alive in the pine-barrens, the
swamps, and the mountains, by Fickeus, snd Sumpter, and
Huger, and Horry. Above all, there was Marion, who, when
all seemed lost, refired to the woods, and with a fow fol-
lowers, worthy of snch a leader, kept the war alive, when
scxrcely a spark waa lelt to kindle it into a flame.
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Among the fine wpirita of the revolution, fhere ware few
whose character and services are more worthy of remem-
brance and admiration then those of Francis Marion. He
was s man of great talents ws well as greaf courage. His
patriotium was werm and thniling, and his love of liberty
unconquerable, After the fall of Charleston, Tarlion and his
myrmidons insulted and ravaged the lower parts of the state
almost with impunity; and the tories bocame imboldened
1o new acte of ill-neighbourhood, if net of inhumanity, to
their unfortunate countrymen. Their houses were burned,
their plantations laid waste, and thewr wives, mothers, and
daoghtera ipanlted and abused, There was no force that
conld make head against external and internal ememies, and
the country lay at their mercy.

In thia sifuation the services of Marion were invaluable.
Patient of fatigue, and capable of enduring every privation;
infrepid and cantiona; «nick and persevering; & soldier and
a philosopher; he never remitted his exertions to sostain
what remained of the Liberties of lus country, nor ever de-
upaived of ber cause. (‘ollecting together a litile band of
herdy and sctive spirits, he retired into the inaccessible
swamps where ke watched his opportunity, darted out on his
enomies, struck his blow, and before it was known whence
he came, wan safe in his woods again. ‘Within his sphere, he
might be said to have carried on a war of lus own, for the
State authorities were distanf, inadcessible, and elmost
destitute of power. Hia mnde of subsisting himeelf and his
goldiere is affectingly illnatrated by the following aimking
anecdote derived from an old fellow-soldier of Marion, many
years ago.

While occupying ome of the fastnesses, in the midst of a
ewamp, a British officer with a flag, proposivg an exchange
of prisoners, was one dey broughtblindfold tohis camp. The
exploits of Marion hnd made hiy name now greatly known, agd
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CHAPTER XIV.

Btade of the Bouth. Muarion, Anecdole. Bitoation of the Northers Army.
Firmness and Palriotiem of the Army and Pecple. Effeets of the Freach
AHisney. Paper-money. Defects of the Milltary Establishment, Disposl
tion to Mutiny. Resolution of the Officers to Resign. Prevauisd by the
Infusnen of Washington. Bank in Philadelphis. Patriotiam of Ameriosn
Women. Expostulation of Waihlngion with Congress. Tocursion of the
Enemy into New Jevsey, and noble conduct of the Jersey Blues, Waahing-
tos.  Clinkon comes from the Bouth, Invedes New Jersey, wod yotires
Arrival of a French Fleet and Army. Opemtions in consequence. Closs
of ihe Camnpaign.

Tar states to the sonth of the Potomac had early partaken in
the mafferings of the war. Virginia had been raveged by Dun-
more ; North Caroline, South Carolina, snd Georgia had not
escaped. founth Carcliue, most especially, had partaken of
more than her full share. Muny of the inhabitants of that
state were loyalists, and bore mn inveterate hatred, not only
to the cmuse of liberty, but to all itsa supporters. Internal
fires burned within the bosom of the state, while the flames
raged on its borders. The British, probably instigated and
exasperated by the representations of the fories, repaid the
wronge alleged to have been inflicted on their friends, by re-
talisting with sfill greater meverity. At one time the enemy
even flatierad himself that the southern states were conguered.
Buat there was still a spirit stirring within their bosoms, which
might be repressed for a while, but could not be subdoed. The
flamg of liberty was kept alive in the pine-berrens, the
swamph, and the mountaine, by Fickens, and Sumpier, and
Huger, and Horry. Above alfl, there was Marion, who, when
all seemed loat, retired fo the woods, and with a fow fol-
lowers, worthy of such a leader, kept the war alive, when
scarcely & spark was lolt to kindle it into a flame.
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Awong the five wpirits of the revolution, there ware fow
whose character and sexvices are more worthy of remem-
brance and admiration than those of Fraucis Marion. He
was & man of greas talents as well as great courago. His
pairiotism was warm and thnlling, and his love of liberly
uneonguerable.  After the fall of Charleaton, Tarlion and his
myrmidons insalted and raveged the lower parts of the state
almost with impunity; and the tores bocawe imboldened
to new acts of ill-neighboarhood, 1f not of inhumanity, to
their unfortunate countrymen. Their houses were burped,
their plentations laid waste, and their wives, mothers, and
dayghterz insnited and abused. There was no force that
could make head ageinst external and internal enemiey, and
the conntry lay at their mercy.

In this sitnation the services of Maron were invaluable.
Patient of fatigue, and capable of enduriog every privation;
intrepid and cautious, quick and persevenng; a soldier and
a philosopher; he never remitied lus exertions to surtain
what remained of the Liberties of lua coantry, nor ever de-~
spaired of her canse, (‘ollecting together & hittle bend of
hardy and active spirits, e retired mto the inaccessible
awamps where be watched ke opportumsy, darted out on his
enemiew, struck his blow, and before it was known whence
he came, was safe in lun woods egain. 'Within hin sphere, he
might be said to have carried un a war of lus own, for the
State authorities were distant, inadcesnible, and almost
destitute of power. His mnde of submating himeelf and hiz
soldiers is affectingly illustrated by the foliowing rinkryg
anecdofe derived from an old fellow-soldier of Marion, many
Years ugo. !

‘While oocupying one of the fastnesses, in the midst of &
swamp, & British officer with a flag, proposing an exebange
of prisoners, was one day brought blindfold tohiscamp. The
exploita of Marion had made hisname now greatly known, and
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the officer felt no little cnriosity fo look at this inwisthie war-.
rior, who wes so often felt but never seen. On removing the
bandage from lis eyes, he was presented to a man vather
below the middle mize, very thin in his person, of a dark
complexion and withered look. He was dressed in & home-
spun cout that bore evidence of flood and field, and the rest
of his garments were much the worse for wear.

«Y came,” said the officer, “ with & mesaage for General
Marion.”

¥ am he,” said Marion; and these are my soldiers.”

The oficer looked around and saw » parcel of rough, half~
clothed fellows, some rossting sweet potutoes, other resting
on their dark musketa, and others asleep with loge for thefir
pillows.

The business being settled, the officer was about to depart
when he was rather ceremoniously invited by Marion to itay
and dine. Not weeing any symptoms of dinner, ke was in-
clined to take the invitation in jest; but on being sgain
pressed, curiosity ae well as hunger prompted him to accept.
The general then ordered his servaut to set the table and serve
up dinver; upon which the man placed a clean piece of pine
bark on the ground, and raking the ashes, uncovered a
quantity of wweet potetoes. These constituted Marions
breakfasts, dinners, and soppers, for many a tima that he
watched the flame of liborty in the swamps of South Carolinas-

Bome jests occurred al thin patriarchal feast, but in con=

~glosion the eonversetion took a serious tarmn. 'The Brifish
officer learned, in reply to various questions, that Marion and
hin goldiers were serving without pay; living withont
quarters; sometimes half-clothed, at others haltwiarved;
and expremsed hie pify for their situation. The reply of
Marion ought never to be forgotten by my youthful readers.

" Pity not me,” eaid the soldier of freedom, smiling ; % I sum
bappier than you, for I am fightivg to free, while you are
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niriving, to emlave your conutrymen. When I am bungry, ¥
comfort mysell with the hope that I am doing something for
my feliow-creatures ; when 1 am cold and wet, 1 warm myself
with-the conscionsness thet T am suffering for my country,
and when the cause in which I am engaged, and for which I
have pledged my life, seems shrouded in gloom and despair,
1 still recollect that there s yet virtue in man, and justice in
bis Maker. The children of my country in after generations
may never hear of my name, or know thet I laboured in their
caune; but on my soul, eir, the thought that I am now contend-
iog for their freedom and happmess, is what T would not ex-
change for the feelings of any man that lines, or ever lived,
whe was the oppressor of his fellow-creatures.”

The soldier of Britain made no reply. He returned o his
commander with a serious, nay suriowful countenance; and
on being yuestioned as to the cause, made this remarksble
Bnywer ,—

% Bir, I have seen an Amemcan general, hie officers and so}-
diers serving without pay, withoat shelter, without clothing,
without any other food thau roots and water—and they are
enduring sll these for liberty! ‘What chance have we of sub-
daing & country with such men for her defendera? 1If s
said be soon after threw up hia commiseon and retired from
the service, either in consequence of & change in his feelings,
or of hopelesenesn in the success of the eause in which he had
engaged.

fiuch was the deplorable state of affairs in the South whep—
failing in all his attempts to avail himself of hie superior
force, by the consammate ekill and canfion of Waehjngton,
whose talent for war was every year perfecting under the dif-
ficulties he was doomed perpetoally to eaconnter—Sir Henry
Clinton, leaving a sufficient force to protect New York, car
ned the wur into that guerter with more vigour than ever.

. |
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He bemieged and took the cepital of South Carcling, whick
strrendered the | 2th of May, 5780, and with it the whole sonth.
erp army under General Lincoln. Weshington had previonsly
strennously advised againat shutting up or risking armies fo
the defence of cities, and the event, es in every other came in
which he gave his decided opinon on military affhire, jostified
his sagacity.

By this disaster the whole southern section of the United
Siates was loft exposed to the incursiona of the enemy. They
conld derive no assigtance from the American army in the
North, which was now weakened In numbers, and shove al},
by want and misery. General Schuyler, the old Roman wol-
dier, of whose value Clongress bad agein become wensible, in
restoting him {0 his commend, thus writes 40 Washington
about thin period :—* At one time the soldiera ate every kind
of horse-feed bot bay. Ae anarmy, they bore it with the most
heroic patience ; but sufforings like these, sccompasnied by the
waat of clothes, blankets, will produce frequent desertion in
allarmies; and 80 it happened with us, thongh it did not cre-
ate a single mutiny.” Such were the mseries our fathers bore
for a succession of years, rather than forfeit the great prize of
liberty; and let those who dere question their patriotism, be-
canse they sometimen complained, put themselves in their placen,
and say whet they would have done. Nothing, indeed, can
be more vogratefal and unjustthac to impeach the firmness and
virtue of a people who, for almoat eight years, were by turns
the prey of an irritated, arrogant ememy, who diedained to
concede to them the couriesien of civilized warfare under pre=-
tence of their being rebels, and who endared all thesa enffor-
inge rather thay submit to anticipated despotism. Much leas
onght the descendanta of those firm and unconguerable pa-
triots o detract from the merits of the poor scldiers who
gained victories in the dead of winter bavefooted, and endnred
defeais, pharpencd aud aggravated by huoger, cold, and
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despair of better days. Jnstead of wondericg that they &id
no more, we ought to conmder their doing what they did
little less than a miracle performed by patience, courage, and
patriotism.

Avother sad and gloomy period eueceeded the towenng
hopes wakened by the alliance with Frauce. As yet it had
done nothing but draw down oo the head of America a greater
weight of vengeance and power. The French fleets brought
with them, or were followed by, auperior fleets of the enemy,
which checked their operations on ovr coasts; and when they
departed for ome place, fook advantage of thewr absence to
soourge those whom they came to protect. Public credit, too,
was now af the lowest ebb, and paper-money approaching
rapidly to that catastrophe which sooner or later, iz every age
and nation, 13 svre to come in the hour of deepest calamity, It
in the traitor who plunders lua country m peace, and betrays
it in war; the paramte thet clings to the wigorous oak in the
daye of its strength for support, and assmts 11 choking it when
it begina {0 wither and decay.

Congress could now procure no supplies fur the army in
exchange for promiees, whose fulfilment depended on a din-
tant hope, every day apparently getting farther off; and the
poor soldiers, who sought to mutigate their wants by the
sacrifice of the earnings of their blood, were paid, if paid at
all, in rags, which even Time himself could not keep pace
with in depreciation. It became impossible to grduste the
pay of the army to the rapid depression of the medium of pay-

i ment, and the swiftness of the deceut every mument indica=
ted that the bubble was now abent fo burst, The selflsh,
cowardly policy of shifting ‘he burdens of the present to the
broad shonlders of the futare, was now exemplified in a state

r of effairs that threatened irretrievable ruin to a cavee which
had already eost the people years of misery and soffering to
sustain, Po.lic confilence was destroyed and independence



178 11P3 0F WAMHINGTON.

tottered on her thrope. The pay of a field officer would not ¢
farnisk provender for his borse, and that of a common soldler
conld find nothing in the shape of a want within the compase
of his means.

Owing to a lack of uniformity the military establishment,
arising in a great degree from the different quotas of the states
being placed under the supervisivn of those who sent them,
atd not of Congrems directly, and the means or will of some
of the wtates being greatcr than others, it frequently happensd
that the troops of one state would bo, at least partially, saps
plied with necessaries or comforts, of which the other were
wholly destitute, Thus, to the miseries of want, was added
the aggravation of sceing others in comparative plenty ; for
though the soldieras sometimes shared with each other, it was
not to be expected that they would atrip themselves to clothe
n stranger, or divide fheir last worsel with any but a dear
friend or near relation, i

Tn this state of nffairs, & eirong disposition to mutiny
begau to manifuat itself among the common soldiers which
was ot checked by an exertion of the influence of the
officers. They too were mffering hke their fullow-soldier ;
thone who had private fortunea were compelled to expend
them, and those who depended on their pay were left desti-
tute by the worthlessners of paper~-money. Theofflcers of more
than one line unsnimously announced their determipation to
resign, and withont doubt, if they had carried this resolation
into effect, it would have heen followed by a voluntary dis-
twndment of the whole, or a greater portion, of the army.
Bot whenever the genius of {reedom deapaired, sho bad re-
course to the wisdom aod influence of Washington. What
neither Congress, vor any other man or men could do, he did,
The luve, and confidence, and veneration of his soldiers was
the scepire of his dominion over thejr minds. He reigned by
the foree of his character and the purity of his virtoes. He
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called to him the officers who wero about o take this fatal
step ; be reasoned with them on the duties of patrictiem, and
the eacrifices which every man owed to his country in her
hour of peril ; he referred to the past, as furnishing ratiooal
grounds of hope for the futare: and by the furce of his elo-
quence, aided by the weight of bis character, at hength wrought
on these galiant spints tu devote themeelves egmn to the
noble cause in which they had ruffered sv much ard so long.
Thus, once more did Waslington, by the suthority, ot of
hin station, but of hin virtuer, ward off' apother imminent
davger that hovered like & hiack clond over the hopes of the
fotmre.

The immediate wanta of the army were at length relieved
by the expedient of a bank in Philadelplna, whows object
was the supply of provisions and clothing, by means of &
capital of three hundred thousand pousds. Daring the whole
course of a long war, full of dimaster« sud suffering, the
femrales of the United Ntatew had exhibited & patrictism
worthy of their fathers, husbanda, soux, and country. The
details of the insults they endured from the insolenca of tri-
umphant foes, the danger they encountered in their unpro-
tected homen from their barbarity ; the privations they aoffered
from the plunder of their desviated fieldn and gardens, while
their protectors were far away, fighting the battles of their
comtry ; all these, if collected in one mass, would form a pictare
scarcely parsileled in the snnelsof war. Chrwtian and pagan,
red man end white man, Briton and Hension, luyalist and Wala
decker, seemad to vie with each other in an utfer contempt of
the courtesy due to & virtuous female, every-where, and
under all circumstances, The wrosge of women escape
through the wide meshes of history, but they are preserved
in: the bearts of their children; and the recollection of the
inwulte of cur mothers i rendered still more affecting, as
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well as endearing, by that noble firraness which enabled them
20 bear them ail without turning traitremses to the sacred
canse of their cunntry.

‘The traditions of nar revolution abound in the most affecting
inatances of female cournge and patriotism, such as posterity
will do well to imitafe, should the time ever again wrrive for
msuchmaenficen.  Often did they wuffer their houses to be burned
over their hieads, their peroms to be insalted, and their lives
to hang by a mingle bair oo the ferecivus merey of & drunken
poldier, rather than betray the haunts of their defenders, or
give the leant item of infirmation that might be serviceable o
fheenemy. Often did their industry contribute to the comforts
of the army, aud often did they wacritice those little fineries
that women love, at the shrie of patriotism. 'Thus, at the
time of wlich I any writing. the ladies of Philadelphia came
forward and gove large donstious of money,and the products
of their induniry, for the rolief of the suffering army. Soch
iortances whould I frequently held up to the imitation of oor
davghters, who, tuo many of them, secem fo have not only
thrown away that noble simplicity which wau the character-
istic of their wmothers, Lbnt atso that affecting patriotiom by
which they were eo highly distinguished.

In this gloomy crime again we hear the paternal voice of
the good Washivgtun urging on the tardy footstepe of tired
patriotiom. He thue expostulates with Congress, whose diffi-
cultiea ‘were not infertor to his own. It had to deal with a
people stroggling for freedom, and jealous of authorily even
when it origineted in themselves. While opposiog the en-
croachments of parliament, they equally dreaded those of Con-
grewa. That body exercised no mupremscy but what was
voluntarily conceded by the etates. It could recommend, bat
not aoforce. Ita infiuence waon that of character, and its an-
thority was founded on necessity. [t i therefore unjust, sy
wrell as ungratefu), to biame 1t for not exercising promptiy a



LIFE OF WASNIRETON. 178

power which it id not possess. On the expectad arrival of
the French ficet to commence the earmpaign of 1780, Washing=
4on thue addressed Congress, referring to us entire ignorance
of the force which would be at s disposal when called upon
{0 co-operate —

“ The season 18 come wher we have eviry reasom to expect
the srnval of the French ieet, aud yot, for want of beyng m-
formed on & point of auch primary conmmjuence, it 1 imposm-
ble for me to form a system of co-operation

4t} have po basis to act upon, and of course, were thin gene-
rous succour of our ally now to arrse, ¥ should find my self
the most awkward, eavharia~ming and punful etuation. The
genern] and the admiral, ax soun a» they approwchk cur const,
will reguire of me a plan of the meavures tu be pursved, and
there ought of rght tv be one prepared, but Grcemntenced s
I am, I cannot tmagiue, or even conpecture I rom these cone
mderations, I yenterday suggrested tu the comnmnittee the wndis-
penaable peceanity of theor waorting sean v the wtates, urging
them to giveammedint gud precs mformation of the mea-
wores they have taken, and the resutt  Lhe méerest of the
wtates, the homour and reputation of vur counuls, the justice
sud gratitnde due to var allies, all require thatl should, withe
oub delny, be ensbled to ancertan and mform them what we
ost or cannot undertals  Thim s & pornt which ought ‘now
to be determined, ou the success of which all our future oper-
atieme may depend, bat en whuch, for want of kupwing our
prospects, I can make no dectsion  For feer of invohung the
Beet and the army of our allien in circumstances which wounld
expose them, if not seconded by us, tn matersal inconyemence
and lingard, T shall be compelled to syspend 1t, and the delay
my be fatal to our hopes ™

The enemy, who on all occamony macalealated the patrot-
wm of the Amenican people, presnoung oo the duscoptents of
ths army, and the state of the public mnd 1 New Jarmey,
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which was represented in exaggerated teyms, in the beginning
of June made an sttempt i that quarter, A force of five thou-
sand men under General Knyphausen, Janded at Elizabeth-
fown-point, and marched intu the interior es far ss Springfeld.
But the Jorney Diues were frue to themeelves, and their caose,
and thewr country. The militin flew to ayme, and gave the
enemy such & veception that be halted ot Connecticut farme,
after having m reveuge eet fGre tu that settlement.  Other ex~
cerses, voworthy of a mognaniinous nation, were committed
during this excarsion. The wife of a clergyman was wantonly
shot throagh a window, while sitting surrounded by her chil-
drem. It was thus that, in the lowest ebb of their fortunes,
the people of the United Kiates were rousad to new exertions»
by & conduct es impolitic e it was irreconcilable with the
wsagen of civilized warfare, or the dictates of humanity. Yet
the Americans on no occasion ever retaliated.

During this period, Washington occupled the hills between
Bpringfield and Chatham, where be remained s witness of
what be could not prevent. His fores consisted of less than
four thousand rank and file, an usoal, i}l provided with the
means of rendering even that eftiient. He eaw the felds of
his country lnid waste, its homes in smokipg ruins, and the
females & prey to lawless vivlence, and, while his great spirit
panted to chase the spoiler from the land, was without the
meaus of either arresting or revengug the wrongs of his be-
loved countrymen, Yet he never despaired, or remitted hiw
exertionm. The even tenor of i well-peised mind remained
undisturhed. He watched with incessant vigilance for an op-
portunity of checking apd punishmg the invader; he foiled
himell; himself set the example of fortitnde and patience,
while, at the same time, what fate had denied him to do by
bis sword, he endeavoured to do with his pen. He called
upon those who directed the civil affairs of the stntes to exert
their influence and their energies to epable him to defend the
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Liberties of bis conntry, and never cexsed wrging them, with a
dignified snd decorous firmpees, to the adoption of mweswnres
for the safety of the good canse. In many ioatances, they
were animated to the passage of lawe for this purpose, but
the dslays, perhaps difficulties, of carryiog them into execu-
tion, were such #s, in very many cases, prevented Washing-
ton from avamiling himeelf of their bepefits until the oppor-
tunity had passed away never to return. There can be no
doabt whatever, that if his means hed in any degree corres~
ponded with those of the enemy. be would bave finisked the
war in a single campaign. But this was at no time the case,
and least of all mow. (ieneral Kynphaueen, finding it impow-
sible to bring him to action, vr to take advantage of his rash-
ness 1 the admirable pouition he had chowvn, returned once
more to Elizabathtown, there to wait the armival of Exr Henry
{'linton, who, haviog, a= he vainly supposed, conyuered the
Heath, was sbout fo return to gather fresh Isnrels in the
North.

That event took place about the mddle of Juue, and sdded
to the already-overwhelming fives of the enemy, who resumed
bis operations 0 New Jersey with new vigour.  Rut meeting
with a brave resistance at the brndge of Rahway, and discon-
raged, perhaps, by the spint and vigour displeyed on that oe-
canivn by the regular troope under General fareene, the British
commander turned back omce more tu Ehsabethtown, from
whence he pamsed over to Stuten [yiond.

In the month of July following, the ¥Freoch flcet, ander the
Chevalier Ternay, haviog on board mx thousand troops, under
Count Rochambeay, appeared off Rhode felaud. The anxiety
of Washipg! m had been extreme that the ataten should be
prepared o co-operate with thewr allies with an efficient force.
He wished his country to be placed on s respectable footing
by the side of France, and not to owe her safety or indepen-~

B b
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denee 1o foreigners alope. But this man of many trials, tiie
noble-spirited citizen, this nnconquersble patriot, whose strog~
gie for the liberticn of his country was one long werien of dis-
sppointment and mortification, wan doomed once more to ms-
tain the bitter fuelings of wounded pride—the nobie pride of
conscious worth and eminent services.

The plan which he had urged for recruiting his srmy, hed
indeed been partly adopted. But much were the inevitable
delays attrnding the action of  government which might re=
commend, but not enforce, its meunures, and wuch the discon-
ragements which stood in the way of enlistment, that Washe
ington could furm no rcasonahle entimate of the force with
which he mught b alle to co-operate with the French, and
coneequently propose no feasible plan of operatioun, This
was the more mortifying to his feelings, an the French army
had been placed by the court of Irance entirely under his &i=
rection. DRy this arrangement all dificaltics with regard to
punctilio were obviated ; the I'rench were always to give the
post of honour {u the Americans. to whom they were con-
midered in the light of eoxiliaries, and thenceforward there
existed hetwoeen them u harmony, equally honourable to both
parties.

The arrival of the Freueh fleet and army rendered it now
imperative oo Washingtun {fu present to their commanders a
deflnitive plan for the campugu. He accordingly communi-
cated to them au arrangement for besieging New York, in the
forlorn hope that the means of fulfilling his part would in time
be farnished Lim by Congress and the statea.

# Prevged on all mdes,™ he says, in a letter to the former,
“hy a choive of difficultien, in & moment which requires de-
cisivn, ¥ have adopted that lise of conduct which comported
with the diguity and faith of C'ougrees, the reputation of these
atates, and the honour of our arms. 1 have sent on definitive
propouals of co-operation to the French genersl and sdmiral,
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Neither the period, the season, nor & regard to decency would
permit delay. The die is cast, and it remaing with the viates,
either to follll thelr engagements, preserve thewr credit, and
mupport their independence, or to involve us in dugrace and
defeat. Notwithstandog the farluren pointed out by the com=
mittee, 1 shall proseed on the suppomticz that they will ui.
timately consult their own wnterest and houour, and not soffer
us to tayl fur want of means which it iwevidently 1o their power
fo afford. What haw been done, and 1 doing, by some of the
wtates, confirms the opinton I have entertained of mfMcient re-
sources 1o the country  Of the dispomtion of the people to sub-
mit fo any arrangement for ealling thom forth, I see no res-
sonnble grvund of doutt I we fat) for want of proper exer-
tions 10 any of the goseruments, [ trust the resprasibibity will
fall where 1t ought, rud that T ehall utand justified to Congress,
my country, and the world ©

Those whao reflect on the character of Wushingion, so totaily
divested of the alightent dupomtion 10 declatin or exaggesate
~—with what a goble, patrietic eantion her avorded transcend-
ing the powers eommntted to m by Cougrens, and every ap-
pearnnce of du tatiug to thiat body, will sec m i extract the
struggle of ln+ammd  He had comumtted him-elt, i the houar
of stern necesyity, In an engagement to the E rench comusnd-
ers, which 1t rested 1w ('ungress to vnable bim to comply with.
< The die 1s cast,” us he erays with a bref solemsmty ; and he
cally oo Congres and tae whatis to egabls Inm to fulfil s
wrord, nod <ase Iniv owu honnur an well as that of tns country.
This was prolably the most panful period of hus hfe; and no-
thing bat biu ardent deveton to lie cogutrs, jorwsi perhaps to
an wnate and beaven-mapnred convciounend that her destinjes,
ander Providence, 1n u great measure hang on hin persever-
ance, and that if now he deserted her, confumon would follow,
probably impeiled im whil to retan ap arduoos etation, iu
which he met with such tter mortifications. 1he ides of
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being obliged to forfeit that word which to him was sacred,
and which be had thos pledged to the gallant woldiers of Framoe,
must bave cnrried with it a papg, which neither misfortune
nor personal suffering conld equal.  There is something singn-
tarly affocting, o my mind, in contemplating the sitoation of
‘Washington, not only at the present time, but during the pre=
ceding years of the revolutionary struggle.

The pcture presented to my imaginahon is that of & lofty
and expanded mind, struggling with dificulties, not for an
hour or & day but through a long series of years, each one in-
creasing the weight of his caren, and investing him with still
more insuperable dificulties. He was indeed 2 man of many
cares, perplexitien, disappointments, and sufferings; and no-
thing conld bave supported him in these endiess trinis of his
patiznoe, his fortitude and hin tmtellect, 1us body and his mind,
but that consciousnens of duty which 11 fonnded on the Rock
of Ages, apymated and mspired by a patriotiam which nothing
could shake or undermine. With um the animating prineiple
‘was neither the love of glory nor the ambition of power. His
stetion for a long senies of years offered him no hope of the
one, no present posseanion, and scarcely apy anticipation of the
other. Many is the time, no donbt, that, mstead of glory, he
looked forward to exile, or an :gnommons death ; and instead
of the wreath of victory, anticipated a crown of thorns. The
conguerors of kivgdome and the desolators of the world fade
into utter insignificance when brought face to face with the
man of our piride, our affections, and our reverence; and far
greater, e well ua far more an olyeet of admurativn and love
doea he appear, to my mnd, in the mdst of disaster and de-
feat, than did ('wwar when making lus triomphal entry into the
eapital of 1he world, laden with the spoils and followed by
the captives of a hundred nations of barbariane.

The plan propesed by Washington for the seige of Now
York contemplated that the French troops should loave New«
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port, and the Americaus rendezvous at Morrinanis, oppouite
York Teland, where they were fo form a jonction, It was
indispensable to the success of the srrangement that the
French shonld possess s naval superiority over the British.
But this was effoctmally prevented by the arrival of six ships
of the line, sent by Admiral Graves to remnforce tho sguadron
at New Yorir.

This turned the scales completely ; and instead of the allies
besieging the British in New York, the English admiral forthe
with sailed ¢to Rhode Island to attack the French. At the
sume time Bir Henry Chaton procesded with eight thousand.
men, as was supposed, with a design of co-vperating, and
Washington prepared for an attack on New York in hin abe
sence. This brought sir Henery mpeedily back to this oM
quarters, which movement of courst arrested the desigo of
the American commander.

Thus all prospects of a jupnchon of the alhed forces of
America and France were suepended for s time, uuti! the exa
pected arrival of & fleet from the Went Indies, under (ount
de Guichen. The policy of the Frenclk government in ita co-
operation with the Americane had a two-fold ohject, ench of
which interfered with the other, and often came near renderw
ing both abortive. Une wan to ssist Americn, the other to
protect the Freuch West India Ielauds. Ilence in the history
of those times, the conduct of the French admirals, in ape
pearing at one moment licrs, and the next sailing for the West
Indiew, which might vtherwine seenm strange to my youthful
readers, ip explained by the necessity of following the move-
ments of the fleet of the euemy.

Tustead of the arrival of the Count de Guichen on the cozst
of the United States, the news came thet he bhad suiled for
Frapce. By this unexpected movement. which created great
diseppointment both among French and Americans, the British
1aad and nava! torces were each left in the ascendepcy, apd
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toe ullies forced to act on the defensive. Washington, how.
ever, still cherished = determinntion to attempt Now York
the first opportunity ; when the arrival of Admirsl Rodney,
with eleven shipe of the line, rendered all further prosecution
of the dewign otterly hopeless, until u change touk place in
the relative force of the contending parties.

The high-wroaght expectationa to which the French alliance
had given birth, thus ended, for the present, in disappoint-
ment. Hope deferred 1a suid to be more harnaging than hope
utterly lost; and the absence of any fuvouralde results from
the co-operation of the French forcen, had a worse effect on
our cause than the failore of our uwn unaided exertions.
While we depended on ourselves alone, we looked forward to
defeaf, and armed ourrelver with pativoce and fortitude for o
long period of wuffering. But the moment of the Fremch
alliance waw bailed s the bemnung of a new and more
proaperouns era, wineh would speedily be followed by vietory
and independeuce.  Both Congress and the states had remitted
their exertions ; the Americans had ceased to depend on them-
eolven, aud instead of reapmg thewr own weanty barvest, left
the firld to be rown hy vihers

No man more devply folt the bitterness of the disappoint-
ment of the apparently Just expectation of the people of the
Uoited States than Washington. The campaign of 1780 had
paneed, without brnging with it & sngle advantage, It had
been in a great measore wnactive, an well as inglorious ; and
the army of freedom retired once mure to 1te huts in the
Highiande, ax full of wants, and more hopeless of their being
supplied than ever. These circomstances prepared the way
for vvents which agau, and with stll more rgour, tireatenad
for aver to aumhilate all the hopes even of the most sanguine
frionds of the great cause of mankind.
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CHAPTER XV.
Treascn of Arsold  Cepture and Daath of Andre,

THE close of the yenr seveptven tingdred and eighty was du-
tinguished by the discovery and defeat of » comwpiracy tiat,
bad it succeeded, might have lung defierred, if not put a final
penod to, the hope of wdependence  Arnold who had dm-
tmguished himeelf on vanoue orcasions Be & Wrave, active and
skalfa] offcer, was now sbout 10 become infamously 1mmortal
by betraying the country which he had s0 gallastly defended,
Had he purened the hrieht track m whteh be «ommenced lus
career, throogh all th viewswt ades of the atiuggle, be might
have left hehmd hum & name second to W dshington alone 1o the
mibitary anpals of the eosolntmon Dot he preferred to stand
first 1 the records of nfamy, to e alvue W gooMmINIGOs
sohtude, a+ the only traitur fiat deforms the pagen of oor
history. Ile wa+ a great soldwr, but unt an looest man.  Tle
posseraed the taleuts to serv( Ine country, bet wan wathont
that virtue which 1< the culy troe haws of aluctnous sctions,
He could remat the vnenii s of his comny, but not e own.
He wanted the firmneas to W prudent, and the integnity to
overcome those temptatious whith imptudevce throws 1n erery
men's way. He menrred debte, and sold himeelf and s
conntry, not to pay them, but to procure the means of new ex-
fravagance. He finells feil into the bottomlesa jut of wfamy,
and no one pitied a man who waa false to hus conatry, with
the raample f Waungton before bim 1D fate aught aever
to be forgotten. becauw 1t farmwhes 1wcontestible evidence,
that without mtegrity and prudence no man can ever become
traly great  Iie mayrise to & certain height, buthke the youth
1m classic fabie, tha momens he approsches the sunbemme of
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temptation, the wax of his wings will melt, and be will fall
never torise again.

He who is despised or hated by his achool-fellows, will eel-
dom live to be respected or beloved by men. The bud thatis
cankered by the worm produces no full-blown rose; and ths
worthless chuild becomer the villamn man. It appears, from
enbsequent investigations, that Arnold wan an evil-dis-
posed boy, and equally hated and feared by his sssocintes.
He was a fyrant and a traitor at the sume time. He de-
ceived them into confidence, and then punished them for their
credylity. FHe led them info transgression, and becsme
their accoser. My young readers may be almost eore, that
be who in hijs youth pursues wuch a course an this, wilt
end in guilt and crime. 1lv may pover be in a situation, like
Amold, to betray b countrv, but m whatever eondition he
may be placed, he will he equally miselies ous and worthless,
To check the earliest bend of the young plant 18 the only way
to make it an opright and stafely tree.

The vain predigality of Araold produced the want of money,
and placed him in the way of temptation; for the clamours of
the craditor are the whoopingn of the owl, foreboding mischief
and rain.  Hiv wantas led kim #o hus e recourss, while in Phila-
delpliia, to the most irregular and unbecomiug means of sup=
plyiog them. ‘This brought tum ate collisivn with the autho-
rites of Pennrylvania, and under the censure= of Congress. e
demanded n triel, and was sentenced to be reprmanded by
Washington. He poraessed not the pride of mtvgrity, but had
his full share of that baser aubstitute which shyinky, not from
the commission, but the exposure of crime. That pride was
deeply wounded, end the mild lesson he received from his
virtsous commander, instead of operatimg in favour of his
reform, only determined him to deeper and darker transgres«
sions.

T appears that either before, or shortly afterwards, he in«
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wvited & correspondence with the Bnhish in New York, and
only wated to become worth buying to propose the purchese
to thr Henry Clinton. That opportunity offered iteelf when,
at ua solicrtation, he was jaced mn command of the post of
West Point, which wan not only the Loy to the Highlends,
but at that time the head-quartir« of the Amencan army, and
the very stronglwld uof hibwaty. It was now that Arnold me-
ditated the flual <ousummation of hw treason In compunce
tion with Mujor John Andre, adjutunt-genersl of the Briwh
army, he matured a plan which, bad 1t heen nuccensfolly exe-
cuted, would 1n all probabulity have eventuated i1 the capture
of the entire army, and all the mibtary atores deposited at
‘West Poant, v Ilenn { linfon wan to procred Ly water to
the Highlands witu all Ly force, where be wonld find the
Americen troops diwpersed n mtiations winch would render
defence ymposmible and their capture certan. The absence
of Washington 1n ( vooectiout furnwhed the favourable mo-
ment.

To give the lant fimesh to this fatal sclieme, the Vulture
sloop of war was seut up the river, an zear the IHighlande aw
wap prodent, bearmg Andre to an interview with Aroold,
who had come down to Haverstraw for this purpose  Ac~
gordingly they met, and settled the final preliminanes of the
momentous project  Bat Providence, that seems ever fo have
watched over the hiberties of the Umted States, mterposed a
wenes of obstacles, apparently tnfhing in themwelves, bat de-
cimve 1p their consequences  Andre was to have been put on
board the Vulture by dayhight 1 the mormng, but that vesael
had been chliged to remose so far down the river, by a fire
from the shore, from a small caunon, that the men appointed
to row the boat, which belunged to a man of the name of
Smuth, refosed to perform the fask. They either feared detecs
tion, suspected something wrong, or ‘were, as they pleaded,
too much fatigued for such & wervice,
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14 then became necessary to provide for the return of Andre
by lsnd. Tie district of coontry between the Highlands and
Kingsbridge, or 8p1king Dayvel, wes at that period oeither
in possession of the British or Americaon. 1t was called
“ between the lines,” and, Like the borders of Eungland and
Beotland in former times, was subject to the inroads of both
partien. That celebrated scholar and divine, the Reverend
Timothy Dwight, Presideat of Yale (ollege, in his excellent
travels through New Eongland and New Yurk, bas given the
following striking and affcting picture of the condition of
this unfortunate people.

% In the autumn of 1977 1 remded for some time in this
county.» The lines of the Brittsh were then in the neighbour~
hood of Kingsbridge, and those of the Americans at Byram
BRiver. These unhappy people were therefore exposed fo the
depredations of both. (Mien were they actually plandered,
and always were they liable to tlus calamity., They feared
everybody they muw, and trosted nobody.  They yielded with
a kind of spathy, aud very quetly, what wa9e asked, aud what
they supposed it wan tmpossible to refan.  If you treated
them Kkindly. they received it coldly, uot as kinduoess, bot as
compeosation for injuries done them by others. When you
spoke to them, they answered without good or ill-nature, and
without any refucteuce or hemitation; but they suljoined nej-
ther yuestions nor remarks of therr own; proving, to your
fall conviction, that they felt no interest 10 your conversation
or yoursel!. Both their conntensnces and their motions had
lost every trace of animation and of feeling, Their features
were smoothed, not into serenity, but apathy; and instead of
being settied in the attitude of quiet thinking, thoroughly ine
dicated that all thought, beyond what was merely instinctive,
had abandoned their minds.

* Their houses, 1o the mean time, were in a great measure

* Wentchogter.
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of desolation. Their furmiture was extenmvely plun-
dered and troken to pieces. 'The walls, flours, and windows
were 1njured by violence and decay, and were nut repared,
because they bud not the means of repeirng them, or because
they were every day eaposed to a repetition of the same 1n-
juries Themr cattle wen @ o Thar enclosures were burnt,
where they were capable of bucoming fuel, and 1 every cass
thrown down whete they weve not  ‘Ther fields were covered
with & ek growth of weeds and wild grasa. Amid all the
appearance of desolation, nothing struck my eye more foreibly
than the sight of the great 1nad,—the passage from New Y ork
to Boston Where I had heretofury «oon & wuccesaon of horses
and carnages, and hiv and bustle beat o «prighthinesy to sl
the sarrounding iy cts, pot a muogle, solitary tiaveller was
vimble from week to week, or from munth to mouth The
world was motionless, sileat, and sad, except when one of
those nnbappy peopls ventured vpon o rare and lovely excur-
mon to the hunse of 4 pelgllr no tess unhappy A acouting
party, travermng the cudutry mogueat of cuermen, slarmed the
iphamtants with eapectationy ol new imuney and sufferngs.
The very track« of the camiages were overgrown or obhe
teratod ‘The grase was of full lepgth for the seythe, and
sfroogly realized, to my mmd, fhe proper import of that pc-
toresque declaratim of the ~ung of Ivborah ¢ In the daye
of Shamger the son of Apatly wu the dayw of Jael, the high-
woys were unoceupied, and the travellers walked thruugh
by-paths  The imhabitants of the viliages ceased—they ceaned
in Tarael’ ™
Buob wax the statr of thie devuted country Vet still, an
it was posnbue that Andre might encoanter some of the Ams-
riexns on s ronte to New York, it was determuned, after
much opposition on s part, that he shonld Jay asde his um-
form, and put on s dwguise
Thos voluntarily reimgushipg his character of a soidier, be
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wan passed ovar to the east side of the river, and farnished
by Smith with a horse, Hmith alsn accompamed him as far as
b thoaght necemsary or pradent, and then, lidding him fare-
well, returned to lus hume. Andre pursued us way withont
meeting any interruption, or encounteriog a mngle cobstacle,
and was coogratulating himelf, a9 he afterwards declared, on
being now 1 eafely, when, 1n the act of crossing a hitle
bridge, near the wiilage of Tarrytown, he was stopped by a
young mun, dressed as a countryman, who darted out of the
woods, and seized his brdle.

He was completely taken by surpriee, and acted as men
uosually do in eoch eitoations. He avked the ycung man,
whowe name was John Paulding, where he came from? He
replied, « From below,” a phrase signifying that be came from
the Britieh posts m that directwn. “.And eo do 1" cried
Audre, expecting to be :mmediately relensed  But thie con-
fession betrayed him, end on the appearance of two other
young men, who were called out by the flowt, he discovered
his improdence. It was then that he produced his pass from
Arnold, which would bave probably assured lus release, but
for the previvus declaration, that he came * from below.” He
wes taken imfo an adyoiuing wood, aed searched, without
making the least resistance: and nothing Lwmg found fo ex-
cite suspicion, the yuvnog men began to waver gnder s
threats of the vengeance of Arnuvld, should they detan hm
say longer.

Before they let lam go. however, 1t wan proposed to
search his boofs, which had Itherto escaped {heir aften-
tion ; and now, for the firet time, Audre turned pale. He dise
covered an unwillmgness that exeited suepicion, apd they
were obliged to resort 1o threats, before they could induce
him o submit. On pullog off s nght boot, a paper was
dascovered, which at ouce 10dicated lus buminess. It was a
plan of West Pomt, the dispombion of the army, and of
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every particular necessary to the success of Sir Henry Clin.
ton. This, snd other papers concesled in the boot, all in
the bandwriting of Arpold, dsclosed the nature of Andre's
missjon, and at the same time the importance of the prize.

It way then that thew three youths, mearcely at the age
of manhood, and eteeped tu the very hipe in poverty, re-
meted these temptatins wineh had placed thewr vames among
the imprrishable records of the times.  They were the sons of
reputabie families 1 the county of \\ entchester, but they ware
poor, and thewr poverty had been rendered more pressing by
the evila apd excessewof war.  Their parcuts lived *¢ betweon
the hines,” and were eynally subjedied to the wyunes of both
parties.  Andre offered them any reward tiwy should demand,
and pledged Limself to romuin av a Lowtege wherever they
pleased, unty] the reward wav recvived. M IF you wonld give
me ten thussund gutnens. you should go nowhere but o hend-
quarteny,”s rephied Panlding, and il seutimeut war cchoed
by his compamun«.

Asg they proceeded tu the quarlers of {vlone! Jameson, whe,
was the neareat offiver, Andre remained at first mlent and sad,
anty they #bopped fur refredbment at o small covntry ino.—
Here he entered mto rome comversation with the young men
and seemed more cheerful, Duning the reet of their journey,
be scarcely uttered o word,

The captore of Andre dirconcerted for ever the nefanous
scherwes of Arnvld.  Japewon, who seema to have been a
weak and credulose nian, permitted Andre to wrnte him a
letter announcing lus capture, m the expectabion, probably,
that he would take measures for lus release  Bat the only
use he made o.f bhia wfurmation wax to flee with ofl speed,
leaving his wife tu the merey of thuee he attempted to betray,
angd e name to their execrations. ITe succeeded in reaching
the Vuolture, whence be proceeded to New York., Here he

* Taumony st the toal of Andre,
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met the rewards of that treason which the virtue of three poor
youths had defeated; he received from the British genemal
the rank he had forfeited in his own army ; diztinguished him=
st by hie impertinence, bhis gusconade, and hin cruelties; re-
tired to England after the conclusion of the war, where he
lived » lifc of mortification, poverty, and worthlensmess, and
died & death worthy of lus never-ending infamy. His nams
remains, and I $ruat ever will remain, the blackest blot upon
apon the annala of his country; and ns he had no predecessor,
a0 may he pever have a successor to his vast inheritance of
shame.

Andre, who had hitherto persisted in cnlling himmself Johm
Anderson, percsiving now the impossibility of forther dacep-
tion, wrote a letter to Washington, nonouncing his neme and
rapk, and hinting that {he treatment of certain prisoners taken
at Charleston, might materially depend on that which be re-
ceived. This avowal has been oftvn, indesd, uniformly cited,
s a proof of candour and magnanimity; but in reality there
appeara but little of either in avowing what can no longer be
comcealed. iy subsequent conduct wee manly and becom-
ing; be was tried, condemped, and executed as a spy, amid
the regrets of his enemies, who, suftened by his youth, and
penetrated by the circumatunces of bis inglorious death, lg«
mented bis fate, and heartily wished for some other vietim.

By his conntryquen he was considered & martyr to hisloyalty,
and by the Americans the hero of a romantic tale of unmerited
misfortune. ‘They forgot that he had been deep in s dastardly
plot of treamon ngainst a people long strugglivg in vain for
liberty, and nuow gesping in the toila of subjection ; they volun.
tarily refused to remember that the success of his scheme would,
in all probability, have almost ruined the cause, and to sy
the least, have added to the catalogue of their miseries other
long years of suffering ; and they only desired {0 remember the
high-coloured pictare of a young man of hrilliant destinies,
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perulong rnominioasly u the outset of lus career, under a
galiows sarroanded hy encues, who st that moment became
hw friends, and forgave bim all he intended to do agawst
them.

Put the real heroew vf this stnkmyg tale, wre the hopeat
apd lowly youths who saved rheir country fiom such unminent
perils, by the mmple exercive of au incorruptible wtegrity, am=-
mated by ao ardent patrivtesm.  The fuctibious brilhaney
thrown aroond Andre by lus raoh, hiv accomplishments, hw
manly frmness 1n dving, and the womewhat ostentations dis-
play of rhetoric m hia letters to Wasluogton, fadew into e
mgmfcance when compared with 1he nulde wpec tacle of honeet
poverty resisting temptations, to which ove of the most dins
ingnished warriors of his country bad juat yieided  The morsl
lezson afforded by these almoat buyy, when they had no agpy
to witness their honvsty, and o world lnodong on {8 gapre
therr welf-demal, 18 one that cannut ton deeply be mnpressed on
the minde of my young readers, and .t 1w fur this reason [ have
dwelt on 1t with lews brevity than the uature of the work
otherwise requires. Al who reud rhese detuld may mmtate
the example, for there 1 no attuative in Lifi that precludes a
man from doing hus daty to hus country  This v a gall made
on all mankind, from the lughest to the lowest, and none can
refose to answer promptly, withvut violating onu of the Tughest
obligations of nature.

Wastungton honoured thews yuung men with festimonion of
lns approbatios; ¢ ongrees bestowed on them a slver
mwedal, an anpuity, and a unamimens vote of thaoks the
state of New York gave them ench a farm, and the names of
Jobn Paulding, Iraac Van Wart, and David Williama, bave
ever smce bven gquoted by their countrymen as syponymous
with ncorraphble integnty and hunest pairtotism. The ex-
ample they afford cannot but be usefyl fo the youth of my
conntry, by showing that no station in hfe precludes them
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Tax year 1781 comi.hay u..."”ﬂl Pvents more ominocas of that
total destrrotion of all the bopes of our conutry, then any the
bad preceded them. The patience and forhtude of the soldiers
of the Revolution had been too eurely tried, and conld endare
1o more. ‘The army wau now \n winter-quariers m Xew Jer~
wey, and among the Highlanda of the Hudsor, suffering meny
hardships wnd privations ; atinted of food deficient in clothing,
and withont pay. The soldiers conmdered themaelves, in some
measure, abandoned by their country, which they, pethaps
justly, acensed of ingratitede; and & portion of them resolved
no longer to fight for that freedom which promived nothing bat
poverty, debts, and o jail.
Onfthe nightof the firat of Jannary, a period usually devoted
1o feativity, ths Pennsylvania hine, emonnting to thirtesn huo~
dred men, turned out under arms iz their quariers, near Morris-
town, in New-Jersey, annotncing their determination to march
where Congrees 'was sitting, and demand s redress of griev-
ances. They deciared they would throw down their arms



LIVE OF WANNINGTOR. 193

and return home, unless this was promptly granted; and
pelther the infiuence of their commander, General Wayne, nor
of other distinguished officers, could deter them from their purs
pose. ‘Theirdemands were, an immedinte discharge toall who
had served three years, an immediate payment of all arrear-
agew, and pay in bard wmoney tv all who ahould choose to
return to their duty. The whaole budy took up 1ts line of march
towards Princeton. The miluence of their officers, the repre-
nentationy of Congress, aud of the eascative antiorities of
Poansylvania, all proved weifectusl.  They had recerved pro-
mises more than enongh, and they now demanded their mmme-
diate performance.

However reprelensible may have been 1he conduct of these
men, their subsequent courwe sufliciently proved that ot did
not originate in apy wnworthy motive. 14wy the consequence
of personal hardships and sulfering, not of divaffvetion or cuw-
ardice. When the fiery-spunted Wayuws, her commander,
threateped them witha cocked pistol, they excluimed, with ope
voice, i General, we Jove you, we reapwet you, but 1f you fire
you are o dead man, W aren guing tuderert to the enemy,
Were he in mght at thw moment, you would see uv fight
under your orders in defence of vuy country.  'We luve hberty,
but we cannot starve.” ‘Their after conduct proved the trath
of these profemsions. When Sir Iienry Clinton, hearing of
thene proceedings, despatched vmimsaries to tempt them to
hin side, by a promise of great rewards, they sporned the pro-
77 oul, seized the temptera, and delivered them up to their gen-
eral. “uchbehaviouras ting, 1n some mensare atoned for their
{desertion, sud mingles admirntion with cenpaure.

Waslington was at New Windsor, on the [{udeon, smmme-
diately above the Highlandr, when the news of the matiny
reached him, which was before the civil anthorities of Penn-
sylvania had yielded iz a great measure to the demandw of the

I



M LIFE OF WANHIRGTON.

mutineers. He war placed in a situation of great embmrrass-
menf. He equally felt the justice of the demands of the poor
noldicrs, and the danger of compliance. To deny them might
be followed by perseverance in the course they had taken; to
yield to threats, made with arms in their hands, wonld, be=
yond doubi, encourage others having equal ecause of com-
plaint to pursoe a similar conree.

Under these circumstances, he declined to inferpose that
personal anthority and infloence which had hitherto been so
uniformly enccessfol in quelling the discontents of his army.
He despaired of snceess, and did not choose to risk a failure,
which might give a decisive shock to his dominior over the
minds of his soldiers, and be the forerunner of a habit of dis-
obedience fatal o his authority, which he felt was mainly
based on their affection and confidence. It is probable, too,
that having failed from year to year in his exertions to im=
press upon Congrems and the states the importance of a new
and better organization of the army, as well as more atien-
tion to their wants, he might rationally eonclude it was best
to leave to the civil authorities the settlement of difficuliies
justly referable to their own conduct, They required a seri-
ou# leseon in the shape of an example, since precept had
failed in prodecing a reformation. No immediate deanger
could remult from the withdrawal of the Pennsylvanin
line in the dead of winter, and now was, perhaps, the best
time to impress upon Congress and the state authorities the
abeolute necessity of providing for the future pay and wadh .
of the army.

He justly concladed, that if a compliance with their
wishes ‘wes accorded to the mutinous soldiers, it had better
be done by the civil power than the commander-in-chief,
who, by yielding to the demandw of soldiers with arms in
their hunds, would give an example fatal to the future disci~
Plive of the army and his own autherity. Accordingly, he
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contented himself with recommending to Genera! Wayne o
watchful vigilance over the movements of other portione of
the armoy in his immediate vicinity, and advimng bim to draw
the refractory line fo the western side of the Delaware, for
the purpose of rendenog it more difficult for the enemy to
tamper with them in thewr present state of excitement.

The executive council of Permsylvania having yielded to
the demands of the mubmou- evldiery, the consequences of
this suceesaful violence soun became apparent in the condact
of the other divieione of the American army. A considerable
portion of the Jeraey brigade took np arms, turned out, and
made demends eimilar to those so successfully amserted by
their neighbours «f Pennsylvania; aud there was reason to
fear that a general disatfaction would ere Iong manifest itself
by similar effects in other divisions.

Washingion, who deliberated with great cantion, acted
with celerity when he had decided. He had foreseen the con=
sequences of complying with demands wluch, thoagh just,
were ill-timed, and made in a manver destructive to all mili-
tary discipline. Perceising also that in eli probability every
additional example of successful muting would be s wignal
for others, he determined at ones to tuke prompt and decisive
measnres towards the Jersey brigade. He directed the Ame-
rican General Howe to march againet the new mutineers; to
make no terms with them wnder any civeumstances; and
whether they surrendered their anmpa, or ressted by force, to
seive and heng a few of thewr ringleaders in the presence of
their confederates. No remwtance was made to General
Howe; the nuntineers 1aid down their arms; two of the most
active were shot, and the remninder returned to their duty to
a country which nothing but a series of herdship and priva-
tionw, difficult for the most patriotic to beat, had prompted
them, in a momens of impatient auffaring, to desert.

Prowuming that these ominous lessons might carry with
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them an infloence wrhich all his own unavswerable represen-
tutions bad failed to exercise, Washington ecized this crisis
to renew them. He wrote a circular lotter, referring to the
events just relafed, and urging on the states the falflment of
their engagements to the suffering moldiery, While he repre.
hended their conduct, he pointed out the justice of their com=-
plaints. They were frequently in want of provisicns, and
one of the usual modes of procuring snpplies, only to be june
tified by the law of necessity, was sending out parties to
seize them wherever they were fo be found. Such expedi-
ents, besides heing necesearily uncerfain, carry with them the
groesest viclation of the right of property, accompanied by
insolt and all the aggravations of lawless viclence. Nothing
can operate more powerfully fo render a people disaffected to
the noblest principles than a reenrt fo sach desperate mea=
aures; nnd that the inhabitants of the United Sfates #o gen-
erally remained faithfol to a cause which entailed upon them
the wronge, not only of enemies, but of friends, is a proof of
patriotism which should be remembered with gratitude by
their posterity.

Believing, as I do, that the lifo and acfions of 'Washington
exhibit one series of fhe finest moral lessons to be found in
those of suy other herv, ancient or modern, and that his
military fame, high as it is, must yield the palm to his wisdom
and his virtnes, I am the more solicitons to dwell on those
situations which, though they perhaps may not excite the ad-
wiration of such ae delight only in brilliant victories and
boundless conguesthe, are far more worthy the imitation of
maukind. It is my peculiar object to make my young renders
fully mensible of his patriotism, his fortitade, hia patience, his
forbearance, hie firmneag, hia perseverance, hin infegrity, and
his disinterestednese. I wish to show them that there has heen
atloast one man in the world who conld not only resist the long-
continued torrent of difficulties, disappointments, and mortifi«
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cationn which are sccustomed to overpower othars ; but, what
is far more rure and admirable, trinomph without effort over
the allorements of thet fatal ambition, which, like the dragon
in the Ravelation, has drawn & third, yea, ninety.nine in a
bandred, of the stars from heaven, and cast them to the esrth.

In estimating tho grestness of his character, we are not to
constder the vastnesa of his actions, but the dificultien of their
performance, and the great gualitiex necessery to vancquish
them, In this respect he stands superior to all who have yst
followed him: and as the consequences of hix actions have
been, and are likely to be, more lasting and benpeflcial than
those of any patriot of any age or country, s0 were they the
rernlt of & rare combinations of virtae and iutellect, that places
him on e level with the wighty train of eventa to which be 80
materially assinted in giving birth. For these reanons, I dwell
most particolarly on those difficultios which called forth s
virtnes, and fornished their best illustration.

‘While thus surrounded by half-starved, half-clothed, mutm-
oue goldjers, Washington, during the wmnter of 1781, com-~
menced smilitary journal, the contentu of which are peculiarly
interesting, Itbegins with enumerating the wants of his army.
Whils dwelling on this melancholy record, my youthful
rendera, should they reflect a single moment, cunnot but
pause, with mingled eympathy and admiration, on the man
who, in the midut of suzch difficulties, never despaired. For
myself, it isonly since I firat entered on this sttempf to delines
ate the character of the Father of his Country, that ¥ have be-
come fully sensible of his claim to that most noble and affect-
ing of all titles n nation or m monarch can bestow. Had he
scrved the latter, he might perhapa have hecome a noble; but
the goddems of liberty, through the npiversal voice of her vo-
farics, bestowed on him a title greater than that of Monarch
of the World. He thus gives the summary of his means, or
rather his‘Gellciencies :—
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Instead of having magazines filled with provisioos, he had
only a scanty pittance, acattered at far distences, and often
out of his reach.

Instead of arscmals well supplied, he had acarcely any,
apd these the workmen were fast abandoning for want of
pay.

Instead of necemmary ficld-equipage, the gnarter-master-
general was juet at the time applying to the states to pro-
vide it.

Inatead of a regular system of transportation, and funds to
defray the expense, he had neither one nor the other. ‘The
whole was dons by a resort to coercion ; forcing the people to
contribote the means, and thua souring fheir tewrpers and ali-
enating their afactions,

Instead of regiments, completed gccording to the recom-
mwendrtions of Congress, and his own urgent remonsirancee,
scarcely o single atate had more than one-eighth of it quota in
the field.

“In aword” he adds, “inetead of having every thing in
readiness to take the field we have pothing; and inatead of
having the prospect of a glorious offensive campaign before
us, we have n bewildered apprehension of a defensive one,
unless we should receive a powerful aid of ships, troopa, and
money from our genercus allies, and these at present ara too
contingent to depend upon,”

In this sitnation, labouring under the weight of difficulties,
20t one of which ean be traced to any neglect of his 6wn, and
which year after year he Lad laboured to prevent, Washington
remained true to himself and his country. He neither remitted
his zeal nor his exertions, but continned right onward in the
path pointed out by his high deetinies and duty. Hia deter-
mination strengthened with his dificulties, and that which
discourasged others only animated him ¢o persevere. He had
faith in himeeH, faith i the jushice of his cause, faith in the
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protection of Hetven, and ho went forward on his dark cax
rveer, hoping every day %o emearge into & clearer eky and a
brighter sunshine,

During the campaign of 1781, the war raged principally in
the peighbourhood of New York, and in the Sonth. It
brought with it little success, and awakened no new hopes.
Washington remained in the North, hoping to be able {0 take
advantage of the diminution of Hritiek force in the former
place, in consequence of the large detachments sent against
the latter, All he could, ke did, by giving his best advice to
Congress, and to the officers in copmand at the Routh, and
using every effort to employ tir Henry Clinton in the Northin
such a way asto prevent hia still further reinforcing Cora-
wallis in the Carclinas. He even diminished his own litile
force in the Highlands, by sending important relief o that
quarter, now groaning under the weight of a powerfu) and
vigorous invader.

His manly disintersstedness appeared, not only in thus di-
vosting himeelf of the means of acquiring glory, perhape of
the power of avoiding defeat and disgrace, but in aprivate act
which deserves equally to be remembered, While the British
fleet was lying in the Potomac, in the vicinity of Mount Ver-
non, a message was sent to the overseer, demanding a supply
of fresh provisions. The usual penelty of a refusal was setting
fire to the hounee and barps of the owner. To prevent this
destruction of property, the overseer, on receipt of the mes-
sage, gethered a supply of provieionw, and went himself on
boerd 'with a flag, accompanying the present with a request
that the property of the general might be spared.

Washington ‘was exceedingly indignant at this proceeding,
as will appesr by the following extract of a letter to his over-
wger.

“1t would,” he writes, “have been a less painful circum-
siance to me to have heard that, 10 conrequence of your non-
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complience with the request of tho British, they had burned
my honse, and laid my plantation in rojns. You ought to
have consideved yourself as my representative, and shomld
have reflected on the bad example of communicating with the
enemy, and making a voluntary offer of refreshment fo them
with a view fo prevent a conflagration.”

To the dimination of his forces, and the increasing disaffec~
tion of thoee that remmined nnder his command, was now
added a querrel between the states of Vermont and New
‘York, originating in a disputa about their respective bounda=-
ries, Congress had interfered by an act of mediation, which
did not satiafy either party and of consequence produced only
sdditional irritation. Washington &t once saw the consa-
guences of n division of the state and with that paternal
solicitade which, more than any thing else, entitles him to the
appellation of Father of hiz Country, wrote to the Governor of
Vermonf, desiring to know the real grounde of the contro-
verwy, aod the designs of the people of that state, The gover-
nor frankly replied, that “they were defermined mot to be
placed under the government of New York; that they would
oppose this by foree of arms, and join with the British in
Cannda rather than submit to that government.” Such a
resolntion as this mennced the dwaolation of the confederncy,
and consequent ruin of the cause in which so much hlood had
been shad, and a0 many bardships endured. In this state of
things, Washington addressed another letter fo the Governor of
Vermont, characterized by such a tomperata wisdom, such &
weight of argument, such nice impartiality, and sach profound
good sense, that it wronght opon the Legislainre of Vermont
to pause, and finally to accept the propositions of Congress.
The danger which menaced the ruin of our home and our
couniry was thus arrested ; and again were they indebted, in
a great degroe, for their preservaiion to the guavdian spirit of
wisdom, virtue, and moderation which had so often watched
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ovar them in the bour of peril and derknese. It waw not alone
in the day of batfle that hiz decisive influence was ssen and
felt, It was active, vigilant, and untiring, everywhere and
at all fimew; and whether the storm approached from within
or from withoat, whether by night or by day, it ever found
him active and at the helm, ready and able o profect the ship
equally from the mountain wave, the secret rock, or boiling
whirlpool.

'The campaign of 1780, which had endad without advantage,
commenced with little prospect of better times in 1781. "The
genion of Washington was naturally ardent, if not impeénous,
and thongh through the whole course of the ‘war he had heen
comapelled to act on the defenaive, the history of his life and
actions proves, that when opportunity offered, or circumstances
Justified it, he slways preferred decinive measures fo cantions
delays. It was necessily alone that prevented his giving,
rather than avoiding battle. He never turned his back on an
apemy, except when it was madness to face him. He felt
that the deatinies of his country were confided to his care, and
that for the gratification of his own personal feelings, or the
chance of gaining  brilliant renown, he bad no right to gam-
bie with soch a mighty atalre. Hence we find him continually
risking his own fame by cautions delays and timely retreats,
but never the eafety of his country by infemperate rashmess.
The courss of other heroes is only marked by tombs and deso-
Iation. They left vothing behind them but ruins, while the
fruit of his lahours im au emancipated world.

One great object of his solicitude had always been to die-
lodge the British from the city of New York; and, as has
been before related, this was the basie of the plan firsf pre-
sented to the French admiral, on his arrival in this country.
That object wa= prevented by an accemsion of force to the
British fleet, which deprived the French of the superiority ne.

18
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orasary to its snocess.  But it wan not relinquished by Wash-
fngton, who waa fully aware of the great advantages which
the British derived from the possession of & central port, sc-
cesaible at all seasons of the year, and situated at the month
of a grest river, the command of which, coald it be complete-
Iy attmined, would separate the confederation of the states
fnto two parts, and prevent their co-operstion with each
other.

Thuw, whenever Sir Henry Clinton diminished his force in
New York by detachments to the South or East, Washington
was on the watch fo fake advantage of the occesion; juwtly
conzidering that the fall of that city would, in all probability,
be decisive of the war. A plan for this purpose had been
drafted at Hariford, by himeelf, Count Rochambesn, and other
offlcers of distinetion, and it oras, while absent on this oe-
cavion, that Arnold took the opporfunity of arranging his
treasoneble plot with Major Andre.

The finances of the United States were now in a desperat
eondition. Paper-money was worth absolutely nothing, spd
fhey hed no other. Credit wes so far exbausted, that the
farmers had no longer any faith in the promises of Congress.
'The event of the great struggle for liverty seemed every day
more and more doubtful, and should it prove disastrons, those
promises would be of no valve. In thia state of things
Colonel Laurens, an ardent patriot, a gallant soldier, and an
accomplished gentleman, was deputed by ('ongress to re-
present their difficulties to the court of Yrance,

He carried with him a letter from Washington, stating in
clear and distinct terms the situation of affairs, and the pros-
pects of the foture., It eet forth that the United States had
been compelied fo a series of exartions beyond their stremgth,
and of eontributions which hed exhausted their natural re-
sources; that any revenue they were capable of raising would
be entirely insufMcient to ensbla them to continue that war;
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that forced contributions had, from necessity, been frequently
resorted $o, and, if continued longer, would entirely alienate
the affectione of the people, and produce a revolution in
the public feeling fatal to the succems of the allies; that
besides this serious objection, the temporary suppliea thus
procnred were fotally inadequate to the wants of the
army ; that the patience of the troops was entirely axhansted,
and mutinies of a serious and alarming natnre had occarred
in consequence ; that a loan of money by France was abso-
lutely necessary to revive public credit, and give vigour to
fature operations ; and that, next to thiv, a naval superiority
in the American seas was equally indispensable to the success
of any enterpriee that might be undertaken,

He slxo urged the capacify of the United States to repay
any loan that might be granted, they having both resources
and inclivation. These repreeentations, aided by the favour-
able inflaence of the ahllity and address of Colonel Laurens
and the weight of Fraoklin, then mmnister to the couri
of Vermailles, proved snccesaful. The French government
loaned six milions of livres, and guarantied the peyment of
ten millions from the States of Holland. In addition to
£hin, the promise of a powerful naval sapport was pledged.

Accordingly, in the following spring an armament of twenty-
five mail of the line, baving on board & considerable body of
land forces, seiled from the port of Brest, deatined to aswist
in putting the last hand to & struggle that hed now endureg
for seven long, suffering, and wearisome years. Preparatory
to the arrival of this reinforcement despatches were received
by Commt Rochambeau, and an interview was had shortly
after at Wethersfleld, between the count and Weshington, ac-
compained hy some of their principal officers. Here a de-
finitive plan wae agresd upon for the ensving campaign, the
prineipal point of which was an attack on New York, im-
mediately on the arrival of Count de Grasse.
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Washington, in order that he might be enabled to co-opernte
with the French force on this occasion in a manner that might
not disgrace the cause and the country, aow once again urged
the esatern states, and others deficient in their respective
guotas of troops, to fll up their rankw, and hold them in
readiness when occesion required. 'The French and American
forces were now in motion. The former marched from Rhode
Island, and Washington left his guarters in the Highlands,
from whence he removed fowards Kingsbridge. General Lin-
coln foll down at the same fime with a body of troopw in
boats, and took possession of the site of old Fort Inde=
pondence. In congequence of these combined movements the
enemy left hix ontposts, and concentrated his whole force on
York Island, Nothing was now wanting fo the commence-
ment, and in all probability final accomplishment, of a great
object whioch Washington had long cherished, but the presence
of & snperior ¥rench fieet. The ememy would then have heen
cooped up in the city, and a scene which was not long after-
‘wards acted st Yorktown, in Virginie, might have been ex~
hibited in New York, in the state of that name.

Every preparation within the power of 'Washington waa
made £0 render the success of thiz decisive measure certain,
But it was ever his destfiny to attempt great objects with
little means. In epite of all his representations to the exe-
cative authorities of the states, when the expected time of
action ceme hia army was angmented only a few hundred
men beyond the number that had left their winter-quarters in
the Highlands. ITe appeared before the officers und soldiers
of the allies, with whom he had, in some degree, covenanted
an efficient support, ag one who had forfeited his engagements"
and promised what he either conld not or would not perform.
He blushed for his country, and his great spirit, which neither
misfortupe, nor disappointment, nor danger, nor diffculty
could daunt, bowed down at the suspicion of a want of fajth,
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But it was only for a moment. Such was his character for
hopour and truth, that none ever thought of blaming him for
these deficiencies ; and such his noble conaciousness of always
doing the best for his country, that even disappointment could
oot long cast him down.

But while the rulers of the states were thus deficient in the
performanca of their daties, a higher Power wes watching over
the great interests of freedom, and converting the usual canses
of defeat into the means of achieving a glorious vicfory.
Fortunately, the omiesion of the wtates to send their recrnits
in time, had delayed the commencement of the siege of New
York until the last of July. At this period Cornwallir, in con~
nequence of having been hard pushed by Greene, had teken a
potition near the Capes of Virginis. A brief summary of the
causod that Ted to the retreat of Cornwallis from the Carolinas,
is mot only proper to enable my young readernto comprehend
the present mituation of zffairs, but in justice to the ainguler
merits of the distinguished officer by whose eonsummate slall
and gallantry that @ecieve event was brought about.

After the fortopate failuve of the intrigue to displace Wash-
ington and appoint General Gates to the command-in-chief,
that officer was sent to defend South Carolina, then pressed
by the ememy, and in a atate of imminent danger. His conduct
in the Bouth did not sustain the reputation he had gained in
North, and he msoon verified the prediction of bis fellow-gol-
dier, General Charlea Lee, who foretold that his northern laurels
would wither in the southern son. Ile imprudently risked
battle, wan signally defeated at Camden by Cornwallis, and
driven oat of South Carolina. In thie disastrous battle
perished the Baron De Ealb, a brave Prussian soldier, who
had voluntarily scught our shores for the purpose of giving the
aid of his courage wud experience o0 thecagee of freedom.

At the head of the continental troops, who alone stood the
brunt of the battle, the militia having Hed ignominioualy at the
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firat fire, ho maintained a gallant resistance for nearly at
hour, dtring which the bayonet was seversl times resorted to
on both sides. He fell at length, fighting in front of hie
troops, ecovered with eleven wounds, and wasa received into
the arma of Colenel De Buisson, who was baycneted while de-
manding quarter for his genera). The hrave old soldier expired
shortly after: the lest act of his life was dictating a letter
bearing honourable teatimony to the bravery of his troops,
and his latest breath was epent in expressing his attachment
to the caume in the support of which he 1ald down his life. His
pervices and his death entailed a debt of gratitnde on South
Caroline, which ehe has lJately repaid by the honourable testi-
mony of a monument to his memory.

A few months after the affair of C'amden, Congress passed &
Tesolution directing Waslington toinetitute a court of inquiry
info the copdect of the man, who, not long before, a con-
siderable number of its members bad thought worthy of su-
perseding him. They likewise authorized him to appoint an-
other officer to succeed General Gates in the southeren com-
mand, without designating any one. Thie gave Washington
an opportunity of exercising his own judgment, which he
did in a manner thai, while it displayed his sagacity, merited
the gratitude of the country. To a delegate from South Caro-
lina he wrote, I think I am giving you a general; tut what
can & general do without men, without armse, withont
clothivg, without stores, withont provisions 7

The officer selected was General Nathaniel Greens, born at
Warwick, in the state of Rhode Island, of 8 respectable family
of Friends, whose doctrine of non-resistance he abjured at the
call of his eonntry. In his youth he iz said to have been of &
grave, rteady, reflecling character, fond of study, mud ex-
pecially devoted to the military ecience. He had attained a
high station as 8 merchant, when the bettle of Lexington
roused the spirit of every American that had any spirit, and,
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immediately after, we find Greene at the head of three regi-
ments at Cambridge, with the rank of brigedier-general. He
soon attracted the particalar notice of Washington, who saw
into the eouls of men, and in 1770 was raised to the rank op
major-genersl. He distinguished himeelf at Trenton, Prince-
ton, Germeantown, Monmouth, Rhode Ialand, aad everywhaere
that opportanity offered, and gradually rose to the highest
rapk in the estimation of Washington, a8 well as of him
country.

Congress having delegafed the fask to the commander-in-
chief, he appointed General Greene to the army of the South, a
efation thet promised little else than dofeat and disgrace.
Bot it was given in the confidence of fnendship, and accepted
with the ardour of patriotism. The country was overrun, if
nof subjugated, by the enemy. The disaffocted were in arms
against their country, and those who loved, almost despaired
of her safety. A fureign coemy waa lording it over all the
low country, an interral one betruying 1t ou every side. Ma-
rion, Sumpter, Moultrie, Pickens, Il;n  Shelby, Cleveland,
and other gallant soldiers, cucazionally, ino.. 4, checked the
career of Rawdon, Tarlton, and Fergusuon, whue the Rui-
ledges, the Pinckneys, and other noble patriots, atill atood
firm at the Lelm, though the vessel was reeling. But, what.
ever might be their talents and thewr will, they could not
meke head against a superior and veteran army, furnished
with every thing necessary to effective warfure, flushed with
muceess, and commanded by an active general, who had been
tanght by Weshington, at Trenton and Princeton, not to sleep
on his post.

Such is hriefly & aletch of fhe sitaation of affairs when
General Greene underfonk what aeemed the slmost hopeless
task of recovering the country from the haunds of the enemy.
Botb there is nothing impossible to valour, activity, and pru-
derce. Aided by Morgan and Howard, and those brave spirite
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just named, he commenced the task, which he aceomplished
in a manner fo merit the lasting gratitade of his country, and
the second place in its heart. His defeats were torned into
victories by the bravery with which he fought, and the skill
and activity by which he retrieved his fortunes. Cornwallis
gained & bloody field, and nothing else. His first siep after
winning a battle was to retreat, for his enemy seemed to rine
stronger from every blow. DBrave, persevering, akilfal, nod
indefatigable, General Greene appeared to live without sleep
or repose; and during the space of monthe that the fata of the
Bouth hung on every passing moment, he never once changed
his garmenta.

At length the moment ayrived. Having been obliged to
cross the river Congaree, he was followed by Lieutenant-
Colonel Stewart, who took post at Eutaw Springs, among the
the High Hills of Sanfee. Here he was attacked by Greens,
and received o severa check, decisive of the war in that yuar-
ter of the Union. Previoug to this -well-contested action,
Lord Cornwallis hed abandoned the Carolinas for Virginia,
and after various fortunea entrenched himeelf at York Town,
agreeably to the directions of Sir Henry Clinfon. 'Thus, with
a handfal of soldiers, new-raised, haif-clothed, balf-mrmed,
and often half-starved, bat at the same time brava, determined,
and perseveripg, did this diatingnished officer, nobly aided by
the patriots of the South, in the epace of nine monthe chase
from their conquests a veferan army, superior jn numbers
every way abundantly eupplied, and commanded by officern o
great activity and experience. Often was ho obliged to ask
brewd of his own soldiers, when they were themselves on the
verge of starving. Like his great example snd leader, he
never despaired. 'When, in the lowest state of his affairs, he
was adviged to retire into Virginia, his reply wes « I will re-
cover South Carolina or die.”

General Greens was rather sbove the middie uize, of a fine
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person, diguifled demeanonr, keen guick eve, a ynicker appre-
hension, & mind capable of grasping the most comprehensive
schemen, and arranging the most discordant materisly. He
possessed unconquerable firmnens and defermination ; his disw
position ‘was equally frank and siccere ; his principles those of
$bo higheat integrity ; his mannerskind and unaffected, and his
whole deportment that of a polished gentleman. He died in
the state of Georgia, of 8 siroke of the sun, in the forty-
seventh year of his age, leaving behind him o name and fame,
lasting as the high hills of Santee, nnd pure as the Entaw
Springs.

About the period that Cornwallis took post st Y orktown,
Sir Henry Clinton received a reinforcement of three thousand
Germans in NewYork. This increased g strength to such
an extent as to meke it an almost hopeless attempt on the part
of Washingtcn to commence the siege, to which he had solong
anxiously looked forward. Intelligence bemg also received
from Count de Grasse that lis destination was {‘hesapesake
Bay, these circumstances contributed to produce a tofal change
in the whole plan of the campaign, Washington directed his
attention tothe South, and the rttack on New-York was aban-
doned.

But still the appearance of sach a design was carefully kept
up for the purpose of deceiving Sir Henry Clinton, and pre-
venting his sending enccours to Cornwallis, who it appearshad
strongly urged him, and received his promise of large reinforce-
ments. ‘The denign of Washiugton was rendered completely
muccesaful by a perseverance on his part in all the usnal pre~
parations for a siege, and most especially by the fortupate in-
terception of a letter written by him at the time when it was
really lns intention to attack New York, detsiling minutely
the plan of the int«nded cperations against the city. Nothing
oonld be more fortunate than the destination of this letfer. 1t
fortifed Sir Henry so strongly in the impresmon that a siege
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sod the facility of receiving reinforcoments from Sir Henry
Clinton,

The atrival of Count de Grasse with twenty-five ships of
the line destroyed one ground of hope, and the delays of Sir
Heory were equally fatal to the other. He saw himself be~
sieged by a guperior army, animated by the hope, nay, the
cortainty of success, and inepired by a noble emulation ; every
day increased bis difficulties, and diminished his hopes of suc-
cour; new batieries were raised on all sides against him,
while his own defences fell, one after mnother the Americans
and French vied in &cts of gallantry; and at the expiration
of & few days his gitnation became desperate. On the nine-
teanth of Qctober, 1781, a second British srmy deposited its
aring at the foet of American soldiers, and the plain of York
became for ever illustrious as the spot where the struggle for
Jiberty was finally closed, and the award of Providence given
infavour of its defenders.

The actors in the closing scene of that great revolution,
whose consequences are beyond all caleulation as fo the fu-
tare, deserve to be remembered with bonour. It is needless
to mention Washington. He was the soul that animated the
‘war, the genius which directed it, the presiding spint of va-
lour, prudence, and decision. Among {he bright, though lesser
afars, wes Lafayotie, the steady friend, the gallant soldier, the
virtaous patriot ; Hamilton, whose genius equally fitted him
for whatever he undertook, whether in wsr or in peeca;
Laurens, the Chovalier Bayard of the South; Viomenil, Lin~
coln, Knox, Du Portail, Steuben, Rochefontaine, and many
others who deserved well of our country, and hore a brave
hend in her deliverance. Nor must the name of Nelson be
forgotten on thia occasion. At the head of the milifia of Vir-
ginia his gailantry was not a whit behind that of the regularw,
and his patriotic disinterestadness desarves to be remembered
among the honourahle exmmples of the war.
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He possemed the finest house in York, which was occupied
by the enemy. Perceiving that, from a delicate considerstion
for his interests, the American artillerists avoided directing
their pieces to that particnlar spot, he proclaimed a raward
of a guinea for every shot that should be lodged iu hia house.
In & few mioutes it became too hot for the occupants, nd
was abandened, though not before it lad been well riddled
with balls.

The force surrendered by (ornwallis amounted to more
than meven thousand men, with a train of upwards of ome
hundred and eixty pieces of canmon, The site where the
British 1aid dowu their arms s still pointed vut by the people
of York; and the acene itsell was grand and allecting. The
captured army marched to the spot in silence, and was re.
ceived in ailonce by crowdr of spectators, I'rench and Ameri-
cans, who lined the path tlhrough winch they passed. ‘The
latter preserved a high and maghammous decorum; not a
smile was geen, or a word heard, indicative of triumph or ex-
ultation ; and all seemed stiack with the coubrzst so often
presented in the viessitudes of human Lfe.  The terror of the
wives and caldren of our eountry,the active and indefatigable
Cornwallis, the boasted congneror of the Mouth, was now
about to deliver his army and his eword into the hands of
these he hiad always considered in the light of rehels to their
sovereign, All eyes were turned in one direction, in expecta-
tion of his coming; but he came not. He shrunk® from this
trial of manhood, and deputed General O'Elara as his sabsti-
tote in this Lumiliating trial. The scene had scarcely closed
when Sir Honry Clinton appeared at the mouth of the Chesa~
peake with a reinforcement equal in number to those who hed
just laid down fheir armm. But he came, like the suunshine
after the storm, rot fo repair, bat to witness the devastation.
The newe arrived that il was over with Cornwallin and
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his army, apd the British commander retorned aguain to New
York.

The capture of Cornwallis awskened a thrill of rapture from
one end of the Tnuted Statesto the other. It waseverywhere
hailed as the finishing stroke of the war, the end of a long
series of hardshipa apd aufferings. There waoe scarcely & city,
town, or sequestered village throughout ihe whole wide cir=
enit of the ('onfederation that had not felt the scourge of
war; few wore the fields that eucapud ravaging, or the houses
that had nof been plundered, and few the citizens but had gaf-
fared in their persons or property. The whirlwind had nof
eonfined itself t0 ome narrow frack of devastation; it had
crossed and recrossed ifs frack in every direction, and where-
soever it paased, left its mark of rain behind,

No wonder then that the proapect of being for ever relieved
from thin scourge of nations, and of winning the great prize
for which all these sufiferings bad heen patiently endured,
awakened the pulee of the whole people, and caused their
eyes to sparkle and their cheelks to glow, At the dead of the
night, a watchman in the streeta of Philadelphia was heard to
cry out,  Past twelve o'clock, aud a pleasant morning—Corn~
wallis iv taken.” All but the dead restiug in their lant sleep,
awoke at thia glorions apnunciation. The city became alive
at midoight ; the candles were lighted, and figurer might be
seen flitting paet the windows, or pushing them np, fo hear
the sound repeated, leat it ehould have been nothing but a
dream. The citizens ran through the streeta to inquire into
the fruth; they shook hands, they embraced each other, and
they wept for joy. None slept again that night, and the dawn
of the morning, which brought new confirmation of the heppy
tidings, shone on one of the most exulting cities that ever
basked in the sunshine of joy.

The pews ren like fire on the prairies along every road, and
throvgh every by-place of fhe land. It scemed to fiy on the



LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 215

wings of the wind, or o be borne by some invisible messenger,
No one could tell from whence it came, but it came invested
with a charm that rendered confirmation unnecessary. Every-
body believed it, for all, even in the darkent days of the Revo~
lation, had cheriched & hope, which carried with it almost the
force of inepiration, that Was'ungfon wouuld, beyond all doubt,
one day give liberty to him country. That hour wos now
come, and the sonls of the people expomded with unetterable
Jjoy. For years they lad stared misery in the face, and suf-
fered in it» iron grasp. They had reajped many harvests of
bitterness, and they now expected to reap those of peace and
plenty. They liad passed through the dark velley of the
ehadow of death, and were now about to emerge into the
regions of light. Ther: waus but one single united voice
throughoot the whole Jand, and that shoufed the name of
‘Washington the Deliverer of his Country.

CIAPTER XViL

Events Sollowing the Capture of C jlin.  The Combined Armies separate.
‘Weahington at Newburgh. Procepdings of ihe Army. Hiv Addressto the
Officers, and ity Efects, Reflectlons on the duct of Washington on that
oreasdon.

Ta capturs of Cornwallis and Lis army may he conmdered
the concloding gcene of that great drama which hiad agitated
a considerable portion of the Christian world, and of which
it yet feeln, and long will feel, the consequences. The revo=-
lntionary siruggle of the States had finally involved France,
Spain, and Holland in hostilities with England, and its tere
mination brought with it peace in the Old as ‘well s the New
World. The plan of operations against Yorktown was con=
eoived with profeand wisdom, sod cunducted with a skill and
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vigoar which, comhined with good fortune, produced the
signal success it deserved.

The duy which succeeded an event so great in itself and its
consequences, was signalized by the pardon and release of all
officers and soldiers under arresf, apd divine service was
ordered by Washingion to be performed in the differemt
brigades and divisions. The whole army offered up its thanks
with once voice to the God of battles, who had enabled them
& second time to capiuro its evemies. The scens wan solemm
and affecting in the highest degree; the moldier laid dowm
those arms wifh which he had conquered men, at the foot of
the throne of that good Being who created him, and bent Lis
knee in humble gratitode.

This duty baing performed, the combined armies separated
to go info winter quarters, after exchanging = final farewell.
A portion of the French forces departed, mnder Count de
Grasse, for the West Indies, and the remainder, under Comnt
Rochambean, remained in Virginia until the epring, when it
loft the country, followed by the Llessings of those whom it
hag assisted to become free. Whoever may question the mo-~
tives of the French government for co-oparating with the
Americans in their revolutionary struggle, it eannot be demied
that our counfry owes France a debt of gratitude. Whatever
were the benefits vitimately derived from her good offices, or
whether thoy resulted from policy or friendship, the debt is
subatantially the same. Mankind have no right to vitiate the
motives for & friendfy act as en excuse for becoming mmgrate-
ful.
Washington, after separating from the French army, pur-
sued his way to the North, and resamed his old position on
the Hodaon, for the purpose of being ready to act, if neces-
mary, ageinst Sir Henry Clinton on the opening of the came
puign. Though hoping the war was now brought to a close,
be did not in fhe least remit his exertions to be prepared for
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its renswal. He saw the necessity of being ready for another
campaign, 1 shall endeavour,” he writes to General Greens,
who 80 nobly distinguished himpelf in the war of the South—
“1 shall endeavour to stimulate Congress to the best improve~
ment of our suceess, by taking the most vigorous and effec-
toal measures to be ready for an early and decigive campaign
the next year, My greatest fear s, that, viewing this stroke
in a point of Light which may too much magnify its import-
ance, they may think our work too nearly closed, and fall into
a sbate of languor and relaxation. To prevent this error I
shall employ every means in my power; and if unhappily we
fall into this fatal m:stake, no part of th~ blame shall be
mim-Ol

Thue wisely did he ever aeek to guard sgainst the delusions
of hope, as ho hed lutherfo resmsted the impulses of deapalr.
Bat Congross either did not partake in his apprebensions, or
neglected to provide against their consequences. The coun-
iry wonld have been in a state probably worse than it was
before, had the British government resolved on continning the
war, and made ite preparations accordingly. DBuf from the
receipt of the newy of the capture of Curnwallis, the minintry
censed to carry a majority of the Howse of Uommous in favonr
of such 2 measn Various motions were made for putting
an end to the war, and finally a majority of that body passed
n resolntion, declaring ¢ Thet the Ilouee would consider am
enemies fo his majeaty and to the country all those who shonld
advise or attemnpt the further prosecution of offensive war on
the continent of America.” The command of the British
forces in this country was given to Sir Guy Carleton, with
ipatructions to prepare the way for an accommodation by
every proper means in his power.

That officer accordingly opened a correspondence with Con-
gress, earneatly proposing the appointment of commizsioners

K
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on their part to negociate a reconciliation. By the terms of
the treaty of alliance between the Unifed Stales and France,
neither party could conclude a separato peace without the
consent of the ofher, and the negociations were tranaferred to
Paris. Here, on the 30th of November, 1782, the provisional
articles of o treaty were agreed on by John Adams, Benjemin
Franklin, John Jay, and Henry Lanrens, on the part of the
United States, and Mesars. Fitzherbert and Oswald on behalf
of Great Britain. The deflnitive treaty of peace was, how-
ever, not finally ratified until the 30th of reptember, 1783. It
recoguised the independence of the Unifed States, and for
ever abrogated the claims of Great Britain to tha sovereignty.

Thus, after o scries of sacrifices aw great as was perbaps
ever made by any nation for the attainment of freedom, and
an accumulation of sufferings, hardehips, disappointments, and
aggravated difficalties, which could only have been horne by
a brave, steady, and virtuous people, the United Stafos won
for themselves & station among the independent nations of the
earth, The price was high, but the blessing was well worth
the purchese. It was liberty, withont which man is little
better in spirit and intellect then the brute that perishes. 1t
is to Liberly fhe people of the United Statea sre indebted for
all they aro, all they will ever be. If, judg@g as we have &
right to do, of the foture by the past, the United States are, a8
I trus they are, destined to become, at no distant period, a
rare and memorable exatuple of successful enterprise, intellecw
tual vigour, patriotic epirit, social virtne, and unequalled
proeperity, if they ever juatify by their future happiness and
glory the predictione of philosophers and the hopes of the
world, it will be owing entirely to their continming to cherish
in their heart of hearte, that liberty which was purchased for
them by the blood of their fathers, aided by the virtue and he«
roism of 'Washington,

It might have been supposed, now that the great battle had
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been fought and won, the country would have quietly reposed
from its long struggles in the arms of peace, and that Wash-
ington might now be permitted {o return to Mount Vernon, to
enjoy the long-coveted blessings of retirement, under the shade
of his laurels. But though the wind no longer whistled, the
waves had not yet subsided.

As the excitement of war died away, and the soldiers of the
revolution ceased to fear for the eafety and independence of
their country, they begau to think of thomwelves. TPreviously
discontented by what they considered the neglect of Congress
to provide for their wanfu, and puy them their dues, they now
became violently agitated by indignation and despair, when it
‘was known they were about to be disbanded 1n all probability
without their just demands being complied with. They had
already petitioned Congress, and deputed a committee of ofl-
cers to represent their claims o that body. Both their ap-
prehensions and indignation had been aggravated by negleet
and delay. Hitherto nothing had heen done to quiet their
fears, or adminiater to their necessities.

In this critical state of affairs, when nothzng but pouriog oil
on the troubled waters could have allayed their fury, an ano-~
nymous papet wgg circulated among the troops at that time
asscmbled af Newburgh and its vicinity, im iting a meeting
of the gencral and fleld-officers for the phrpose of consulting
on the measares moat effectual for procuring that redress of
grievences, which they had hitherto eolicifed in vain. This
paper was accompanied by an address to the officera of the
army, most eminently and adroitly calenlated to produce mis-
chiel,

It pleaded the motives and services of the writer; the
cleime of the soldiers of the revolution; the cold neglect of
Congress ; and urged the probability of a final refusal to com=
Py with their just cequisitions. It painted the ituation of
the officers and soldiere, if they suffered themselves to be dis~
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banded and sent home to enjoy the remnant of a miserable Jife
in ragw, poaverty, and contempt ; it called upon them to “ carry
Thetr appeal from the fustice to the fears of the government;”
and it distinctly pointed out the course proper to be pursmed
by the army in case of a “ war” with Congress. I{ recom-
mended that, *“ conrting the auspices, and inviting the direction
of their ilustrious leader, they should retirve to some unseitled
wilderness, sunle 1 therr turn, and mock when their fear
comsih.” The whole of this address was eonched in wivong
and glowing terms. It had one bad recommendation ; it mited
the feelings of the army and the purposee of the writer, and
may thus far lay cleim to the admiration it has received, as a
piece of eloquent declemation.

‘When the minds of men are balancing oo the very extremss
of passionate impatience, a feather will furn the scale; and
thus an address which would have brought men moderstely
excited to their senses, by the viclence of ita suggentions, in-
fiamed the rrritated soldiers almost to madness. Such was
the extreme excitement at this, one of the most dengerous
moments in the exiatence of our country, that a flery address
which in ordinary times would have been perfectly innoxious,
now opersted like a mpark which, Qestined only to live for &
moment, prodnces a conflagration, the effoeta of which are
seem for agea afterwards.

At no period in the hife of Washington was he placed in a
mtuation to test more severely his eterling integrity and pa-
triotism. The advice of the writer of the addresn to the army,
had too plainly indicaled what was expeetsd from him in case
their demands were not eatisfied. 1t was evident if was an-
ticipated thet he would finally lend himself to the views of
the writer, and if called upon by the troops, becoma their
leader in overthrowing that newly-erected edifice of liberty,
of which he was the great architect. Whatever may have
been the sincerity of the writer of this address in recommend.
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ibg a retirement ““io some unsoitled wildornes” it must be
evident to all, thet had the army rebelled againat the conwti-
tuted anthorities of the country, it would not have retired to
the wilderncss unless driven there. A civil war would have
been the consequence, aud despotism i ever the result of civil
war. Had Washington been like the vast herd of heroes that
deform the peges of history, he might, perhaps, by taking ad-
vantage of the discontents of the army, have become the suh-
jogntor instead of the deliverer of his country. He might
have munk into a king, and exhibited one mere vxample of the
folly of pervorted ambition. Bat e was a hero of 2 new spe=
cien, destined to becoms the head of & great achool, not to fol-
low the lead of others.

The monst dangerous feature in the present aspect of things,
wae that the demands of the army were just. They had a
right to what they asked, and the universal sentiment of the
people wae in their favour. It was impossible to coerce mmch
men with such claims, and arms in their hands to assert them,
This was no time to uee force, had force been atbis command ;
and if it had, Washinglon 'would have eearcely resorted to it,
for ip hin heart he pitied, if be did not justify his own faith~
ful moldiers, THey waited patiently till they had achieved the
great prize of the revolution, and now they only demanded
what every one acknowledged was their due. It would have
been cruel to pupish mch men.

The indirect allusion to marching under his auspices hed ne
temptation for his glorions ambition, nor would it if the proa-
pect of & boundless empire had been open before him. He
was 1o hero except in a virfoous cause, and even had he
known no other impulse of action than that of hase selfishness,
he must have felt that he had already acquired a diadem and
an empire richer than that of all the Ceesars.

With a temperate wisdom, which works almost all the
vonders of this world, he took Jus measures to counteract the
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elfects of this inflammatory address, not by forbidding the
meeting it recommended, but by issning a general order for
the same porpose. The meeting thus proposed by him, was
to take place a few days before that demigmated in the
anonymoun addrees, and the intermediate time was employed
in soothing the feelings of the impatient troops, as wrell as
smoothing the way to more moderate measures, "Washington
communed with cach individual officer privately, and never
was the sublime influence of his personal character more finely
exemplified than in the reult of these interviews. Some of
the officere were observed to come out of his yoom with the
tracea of tears on their cheeks, apd others seemed bowed
down by the weight of irresistible conviction.

His own self-poised snd manly spirit also yielded tu the
affecting crieis which kad now &rrived. He was sbout to
usee that influence which eight years of common eervice and
common suffering had given him over his old compenions in
armos, to perapade them to go home and etarve. Thero were
among them grey-headed soldiers, on whom life was almort
cloning, and who were long puat the time for beginning the
world anew, (thers had become prematurely old by wouads,
and hardehips, and exposures ; theirheads bad raxed white be-
fore their time. All had been hin faithful followers through-
out the wlole or a greater part of the long, lingering war that
gave freedom to {their country ; and as he looked in their care-
worn, weather-beaten faces, he recognised many e one fo
whom he was indebted for good service in the hoor of danger.
As he cast hie cyee around on the war-worn band he had
called together, his eyes became dim, and he said, “I am grow-
ing old in my country’e service, nnd losing my wight; but X
never donbted ifs justica or its gratitude.”

He then proceeded {0 address them in the languege of n
father imstructing his children, with the wisdom of age and the
kindnesa of paternal love; he appealed to their renson, their



LITE 0F WASHINGTON. 298

feelings, and their patriotiem; he sallayed their irritation by
encouraging hopes; dwelt on the cheerful ussistance and
manly obedienco bo had always received, and now expected to
receive, from fthem; exposed with a just severity the mis-
chigvous incifements of the snvnymous writer of the address,
who waa moat likely an emissary of the enemy: and finally
pledged that word which wes never forfeited, to exert him-~
self promptly, vigorously, and on all occasions fo procure
them speedy justica.

In conclugion, he exclaims—< Lot me conjure you, in the
namo of onr common country, aa you value yoursacred honour,
aw you respect the rights of mankind, and ss yon regerd the
military and naticusl character of Americe, {0 express your
wimost horror and detestation of the man who wishes, under
any specious pretences, to overturn the libertien of our country,
or ‘who wickedly atfempta to open the foodgutes of civil dis-
cord, and deluge our rising empire with bluod.

# By thus determining and thus acting, you will pursne the
plain and direct road to the attaivment of your wishes; you
will defeat fhe insidious designs of our enemies, who are com-~
pelled to resort from open force to eecret arfifice. Yoo will
give one more distinguished proof of unexampled patriotism
and practical virtue rising superior ¢o the most complicated
pufferings ; and you will, by the dignity of your conduct, af-
ford another occasion for posterily to eay, when speaking of
the glorious example you have exhibited to mankind, ¢ Bad
this dsy been ‘wanting, the world had never seen the last siage
of perfectivn which human nature is capable of attaining.'”

The words of fruth from the lips of Washington were irre.
aigtible. No one apswered him, and he retired, leaving the
meeting tc its deliberations. A resolutiop waa proposed apd
adopted, stating, “That they reciproeated his affectionate
expressions with the greatest sincerity of which the heart ia
capable,” The meeting finally concluded with expressing ite
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datermination in the following memorable words,—* That no
circomstances of distress or danger should prompt them to
actions that might tend to sully the reputation and glory they
had acquired at the price of their blood, and of eight years
faithfol service—That they continued to have an unshaken
confidence in the justice of Congress and their country—Tha
they viewed with abhorrence end rejected with disdain the
infamous proposition contained in a late ancnymous address
to the officars of the army.”

In no aet of his life did Washington confor 2 greater benaft
am his country, or exhibit a higher proof of virtuoas self-denisl,
than in that I have jost recorded. Had he been tainted with
that pmbition ‘which is the besetting ein of men of great minds,
he had here an opportonity of indulging it vnder the wenefion
of the moat plaumble motives. Ho might bave placed himself
at the head of a disaffected army, and under pretence of as=
serting the rights of his ecldiers, overturned the newhorn
liberties of hix country. In thisaitempt he would have doubt~
less been aided by foreign powerw; his influence over the
army aud people would bhave wstrengthened his mesns, and
there 'was nothing to oppose him bot = Congress without
authority, and a nation whose rescurces were exhsusted. In
the evemt of the disbandonment of the army he could look for~
ward only to refirement and repose. There was mno offica
then exinting in the country that held out tho slightest tempta-
tion to his acceptance; he conld not expect to he the head of
a government that was withont a hesd; nor aspire to any
other reward than the gratitade of the people. But such con-
siderstions as these never weighed with him, or swerved his
mind one hair's hreadth from the line of duty to his country.
Ho at onoe sacrificed false glory to true; and the scarcity of
such examples of disinterested pa