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PREFACE

OMZ years ago & friend lent me a copy of a re inted
inthe‘;sfev;n' "famumxﬁgom?mm
events of Portuguese history in the cast as ascertained
from original documents by permission of the Lisbon Govern-
ment. It was the barest summary of important incidents, and
far from complete at that, but its source of information was
the fountain head, and its mere relation of facts not only em-
phasised in itself on almost every page the naval side of a very
remarkable record of national exploit and endeavour, but in
spite of not a few omissions set it forth in a more connected
form than is to be found elsewhere in the English language,
as far as I have been able to discover. F most of the
omissions can be filled and much detail added from other
accounts dealing with special occurrences or undertakings
associated with the whole, such as the Commentaries of Albu-
querque, and the writings of Correa and other contemporary
Portuguese chroniclers as translated for the Hakluyt Society.
Supplemented thus it unfolds the prodigiously impressive
drama of the opening stages of sea intercourse between Europe
and Asia; which has an interest not only as the beginning of
the contact between East and West, but as the contact of two
civilisations taking their stand for more than two hundred
years on different elements in dealing with each other; for
nothing in the story strikes the attention more than the fact
that in every important transaction of peace or war the Euro-
pean consciously figured as ultimate master on the water, and
the Asiatic as ultimate master on the land; even if in minor
incidents these réles were sometimes reversed for the moment.
Overwhelming refutation may easily be found here of the
lnd powe, o cominig oot i any s sl tat i
power, and convincing if any is it
firstly on racial instinct for the sea, Witness, for
example, Shah Abbas the Conqueror defied for long years to
re-take the great island trading depot of Ormuz by half-s-
dozen Portuguese caravels no bigger than modern steam
trawlers; and compelled at length to attain his object by secking
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the aid of a few ships belonging to the then recently formed
company of London merchants trading to the East. Or take
the spectacle of the agents of this same group of English men
of business bargaining with the greatest of the Great Moguls
—lord of a formidable army and a population twenty times
that of England—against whom, though quite powerless on
the land, they held in every deal the strong card that they alone
could protect his numerous subjects on the water against the
attacks of other white men. Even as amongst orientals them-
selves the same principle may be seen in operation on a lesser
scale. Because no Persian could ever learn to handle a ship, a
minor tribe of Arab fishermen and seafarers inhabiting a
fringe of desert shore centred on the cliff-bound sea pool of
“hell-hot” Muscat, kept the coasts of the great Persian
Monarchy under a condition of virtual blackmail for half-a-
century till suppressed by the still stronger sea arm of
Europe.

With the above material for a beginning I ventured upon
the task of putting in the form of 2 continuous account the
special history of the sequence of periods of dominion or
ascendancy in the Indian Ocean held by various rival maritime
States, which as far as I am aware has not been attempted
before. Excepting the final chapter, the results first appeared
as a series of articles in the Mariners’ Mirror, the quarterly
journal of the Society for Nautical Research, and those articles
are now reproduced in their original order as the chapters of
this book. In writing a description of the influence exercised
by any particular factor in the making of a general page of
history it is often difficult for the natrator to avoid over-
estimating its importance and losing a sense of proportion
from his very absorption in his subject; but I have endeavoured
to guard against that by making it clear to the best of my
ability throughout that sea power, however necessary in any
given situation, is not an end in itself, but a means to an end,
and dwelt on that point in special detail when analysing the
situation in the great Anglo-French conflicts for India which
form the subject of the r2th and 13th chapters.

When passing from the Portuguese era of predominance to
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that of the Dutch I still relied largely on the Portuguese
account, because the main outline of Indian Ocean history
during the first half of the 17th century was simply the tale of
the long and bitter struggle between these two nations; but as
reports or descriptions of international events—whether official
or otherwise—from the pens of writers who belong to the
countries directly involved are rarely unbiassed, I compared
the Portuguese version as far as I was able with those given in
all the Dutch histories bearing on the subject in the British
Museum Library. Moreover I was singularly fortunate at
this point in enlisting the invaluable aid of Sir William Foster,
the Historiographer at the India Office and foremost expert
in the records of those regions; who, though disclaiming any
qualifications for expressing an opinion on naval subjects, very
kindly undertook to edit the historical substance of each
chapter from the sixth to the thirteenth before printing. For
his freely given assistance I take this opportunity of expressing
my sincerest thanks. It has assured to the book the endorse-
ment of the highest authority in regard to its presentation of
many historical facts to which only scant reference exists in
English works relating to that period.

On coming to the still later stage when Britain and France
had risen to the position of chief rivals in the Indian Ocean, I
have merely repeated a tale already told by most naval his-
torians, but which could only have been omitted at the cost of
making the treatment of the subject incomplete as a whole.
I have set it down, however, as I see it myself; that is to say
with the light thrown on it by forty years of sea service.

The spelling of eastern place-names is in the old style, to
which after some deliberation I decided to adhere, as it facili-
tates comparison with the records, etc., on which the contents
of the book are founded, should any reader desire to make it.
As mentioned above, all the contents except the finishing
chapter have already appeared in the pages of the Mariners’
Mirror and therefore passed under the notice of some very
competent critics on both their historic and technical sides,
but no question has been raised as to their accuracy of state-
ment except on two points. The first of these is my observation
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to the effect that the voyage of Nearchus was the earliest
instance of the sea transport of a large military force of which
a complete and unquestionably authentic account still exists at
first hand; and the second is my repetition of the statement
made by many historians of the period that the restoration of
Louisburg to the French after the War of the Austrian Suc-
cession was in exchange for Madras,

As regards the first of these points of controversy I am
inclined on further investigation to adhere to my original
remarks, because I believe that the accounts of such other and
earlier military movements on a large scale as undoubtedly
may have occurred have only come down to us at second or
third hand, with all the tendencies to error which that in-
evitably introduces, whereas the log of Nearchus stands
exactly as written.

In connection with the second criticism however, that is to
say the point raised about Louisburg and Madras, I admit
that it is true that no specific mention was made of either sea-
port in the actual treaty ending the war, although it does
declare a general restitution of conquered territory on both
sides; but many writers of authority have assumed that the
British Government would never have provoked the protests
of the American colonists by yielding up Louisburg unless
for some obvious and tangible return; and as Madras was the
only really important British possession in French hands its
reversion to British ownership has been believed by these
writers to have been the deciding factor in handing back
Louisburg even if not actually mentioned as such in the terms
of peace. I am informed however that the original letters of
the Lord Sandwich, who was First Lord of the Admiralty at
the period, make it clear that the real British object in giving
back Louisburg was to induce the French to stop their military
offensive in Europe. The view that the two seaports were ex-
changed is therefore only superficially correct, although so
generally prevalent as to find acceptance even in some
centres of historical knowledge; and this certainly affords an
answer to the otherwise perplexing question as to why British
oversea power should have been unequal to regaining so



PREFACE ix

weakly fortified a seaport as Madras, except by exchange, if it
was capable of seizing a first-class fortress like Louisburg.

In conclusion, my thanks are due to Mr Perrin, the Admiralty
librarian, for help in many ways and especially in tracing the
portraits of some of the makers of Indian Ocean history in-
cluded among the illustrations. The sketches of ships are made
from models or pictures belonging to their several periods;
except that of the “‘dhangi” which was mainly drawn from
descriptive traditions. In regard to these I consulted Mr
James Hornell, late Director of Fisheries in Madras, whose
studies of types of eastern naval architecture, ancient and
modern, are well known to all interested in such matters,
and whose expert opinions confirmed the results of my own
investigations in every material detail.

G. A. B.
CoRsHAM
13th March 1927
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I

The NAVIGATORS of the INDIAN OCEAN
PRIOR to the ERA of EUROPEAN DOMINION

PECULATION has naturally often been rife among
S authorities on history as to which of the many seas of

the globe first carried a floating construction devised by
a human brain, and not a few writers have decided in favour
of the Mediterranean. But some very weighty considerations
seem to point rather forcibly to a different conclusion, which
would place the origin of both branches of the mariner’s
occupation—coasting and deep water sailing—on the surface
of the third greatest of the sea areas, namely the Indian Ocean.
In prehistoric ages the movements of men were chiefly
associated with a search for food, and we are justified therefore
in assuming that they first launched a log in salt water to catch
fish. Where fish are abundant and other foodstuffs scarce or
absent, there the inducements to venture afloat would be
strongest; and in no part of the world except the polar zones
is the contrast between the harvest of the sea and the harvest
of the land so favourable to the former as on the desert shores
of Arabia and Persia, facing the Indian Ocean. Here a man
will rapidly starve among sand and rocks if he never quits the
beach, while the water before his eyes teems with such incal-
culable quantities of fish that when the shoals are at play whole
acres of the surface appear to be on the boil. In the Medi-
terranean the contrast lies all the other way. The land around
is fertile for three-quarters of its extent, and the fish every-
where very much scarcer than on the coasts of southern Asia
and Arabia; so that the prime temptation to push out from his
native element was absent in the case of the prehistoric dweller
on Mediterranean shores; and if coasting began with sea
fishing, as we must suppose, all considerations would point to
the Indian Ocean as the scene of its birth.

For the contention that the Indian Ocean was also the scene
of the first deep-water sailing the reasons are if possible even
more convincing, to a seaman at any rate; partaking as they
do of a threefold nature, in which astronomy, physical geography
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and meteorology all play a part. The astronomical argument
derives its sanction from the fact that the ancients of the east
were the earliest known stargazers; and that among the many
activities of mankind on a grand scale, oceanic navigation has
stood apart from all the rest from its very beginning, as the
sole human occupation which is quite as much dependent on
a knowledge of the celestial bodies lying at billions of miles
from the earth in the immensity of space as on an acquaintance
with the earth itself. By giving a correct clue to direction when
no land was in sight, they made oceanic sailing possible within
certain limits to those who were acquainted with their positions
in the sky, even when the magnetic compass was as yet undis-
covered. The peoples of the east had mapped the northern half
of the heavens thousands of years before the peoples of the
west had mapped the northern half of the earth; and although
the second of these achievements was infinitely the higher it
was only rendered possible by the success of the first. Not until
men had produced a chart of the sky did they become deep
water voyagers, and not until they became deep water voyagers
did they produce a chart of their own habitat in the universe.
And ages before the races of Europe had emerged from
primitive barbarism in their cloudy climate, where the study
of the stars is always comparatively difficult, the orientals knew
quite enough about these permanent finger posts of nature to
use them with confidence for crossing the sea. In the traces
still remaining of the most ancient Chaldean cities the ruins of
the observatories are on so complex a scale as to prove a high
degree of acquaintance with the celestial bodies on the part of
their builders. In Egypt, the angle of descent of the first
section of the entrance gallery to the great pyramid, so exactly
corresponds to the latitude of the spot, that Polaris is the only
star visible on looking out at night from the interior. Witk
all this early knowledge of the science on which oceanic travel
is founded, it seems a fair deduction that the orientals were
the first to apply it in entering blue water.

From the geographical standpoint the arguments in favour
of the priority of the Indian Ocean over all others are quite as
strong. Its configuration offered incentives to sally into deep
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soundings far more than that of either the Atlantic or Pacific.
These latter are oceanic thoroughfares from the northern to
the southern polar circles, and divide the continental land
masses on their opposite shores completely. As no land routes
exist round their extremities which coasting vessels might
follow, the ancients did not possess the slightest notion of what
lay beyond them, or to what length of voyage any explorer
might be committed who attempted to cross their unknown
expanse before he found land again, if he ever found it at all,
But the Indian Ocean takes the form of a gigantic bay or
cul-de-sac, surrounded by land on three sides, with the lesser
bights on its northern outline known as the Arabian Sea and
Bay of Bengal. After many centuries of coasting round the
irregularities of this great circuit, the early seafarers must have
arrived at a sufficient knowledge of its contour to realise that
in travelling east or west voyages might be greatly shortened
by cutting straight across between salient points, if they were
not afraid of spending some days or weeks out of sight of land
steering by the sun and stars. And with the inducement of
commercial advantages to prompt them, doubtless the more
enterprising traders took the risk.

And yet again, the meteorological considerations which
favour the Indian Ocean theory are very strong, because the
winds in its northern parts offer special facilities for deep water
sailing on account of the regularity with which they alternate
from precisely opposite quarters according to season. This gave
the navigator an advantage to be found nowhere else except
on the coasts of China, and one which exercised a decisive in-
fluence in the days when seamanship had not progressed beyond
the art of sailing with a fair wind. At that early period it meant
everything to the master of a ship, to be able to rely with
certainty on a westerly monsoon all through the summer to
carry him one way, and an easterly monsoon in the winter to
catry him back. And these were not breezes of the kind that
would see him a certain distance on his way and then fail him
further. They would last him the whole way across the Indian
Ocean if taken at the proper time.

Right in the centre of the northern side of the Indian Ocean

I-2
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the great land tongue of Hindustan projects far southward into
its waters; a fertile and densely populated peninsula of which
many of the products have been in demand in other countries
from time immemorial. Its people have never exhibited much
aptitude or inclination for maritime enterprise themselves, but
in ancient times, as at the present day, they were ready to
barter and exchange their surplus produce on the arrival of
customers from other lands who were prepared to engage in
oversea commerce. A fairly regular sea intercourse sprang up
gradually between India and Arabia at a remote epoch of
history as a result, which was almost certainly in active opera-
tion before the reign of Solomon. Originally it followed the
long roundabout of the coastline with great waste of time and
labour but comparative safety and certainty of movement. By
degrees however it edged out to the shorter deep water routes.
It seems almost beyond a doubt that at first the only part of
the voyage on which land was out of sight was the short stretch
between the south-east point of Arabia and the opposite shore
of Persia or Baluchistan; which would avoid the very lengthy
detour of the Persian Gulf. A day or two would suffice to
traverse this cut. But as the ancient pilots grew bolder with
increasing hydrographic knowledge they struck out from the
Arabian coast-line at points further and further to the south-
ward, until in the process of time it became the usual practice
with the larger vessels during the favourable monsoon to face
the open passa?e all the way from somewhere near Aden,
whence a run of twelve or fifteen days brought them, steering
by the sun and stars, to the west coasts of Hindustan. This
true deep water sailing by astronomical navigation had been a
very long established custom with the Mecca merchants before
any European built ship ever entered the Indian Ocean.
These Arabs however had their rivals in the Chinese ap-
proaching India from the other side. No records exist affording
any information as to when the first yellow men landed there;
but it must have been a matter of very ancient history, for
although it is unquestionable that their visits were continued
over many hundreds of years they had already come to an end
before the later middle ages. No junks were found in the
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Indian ports by the first Europeans to sail east, but Indian
traditions extend very far back in their references to the arrival
of enormous vessels of this class, which left a deep impression
by their size. These ancient waggons of the sea with their
bamboo spars, mat sails and eye-painted bows must have been
thoroughly secaworthy and handy to make so long and risky a
voyage; but this is no matter for surprise, seeing that the junks
of the present day possess these qualifications in an ample
degree 1n spite of their clumsy appearance, and differ very little
from their earliest predecessors as far as traditions and ancient
pictures afford any evidence.

Like the Arabs, the Chinese first found their way to India
by following the shore, but encountered a more difficult
problem, for the circuit of the Bay of Bengal entails some very
risky pilotage from which the circuit of the Arabian Sea is
free. The oceanic littorals of Arabia and Persia followed by the
Arab seaman in approaching India from his side are safe and
easy to skirt, being well defined and unobstructed by outlying
dangers, especially the shoals formed by the deposit of alluvial
rivers, which of all obstacles to coastwise traffic are the worst
and in some regions of the world prevent it altogether. Such
banks often extend so far to seaward that vessels striking them
are lost when quite out of sight of land; and many exist in the
Bay of Bengal—as a result of the outfall of several large streams
—which reach out in places to a distance of thirty or forty
miles. In steering clear of these formidable submerged morasses
the Chinese seamen had to feel their way by sounding poles,
and as the tides are strong, many must have been carried to
destruction in the process. But steering by soundings was a
form of pilotage with which they were quite familiar on their
own coasts, and enough survived the ordeal of rounding this
great bay to acquire by a process of cumulative ience a
knowledge of its shape; whereby they came to realise that a
cut across was possible, which with the monsoon help would
shorten the voyage by quite three-fourths if they were prepared
to abandon sight of land at the proper points. They shared
with the Arabs the advantage of the regularly alternating winds,
but with this difference that the outward bound season for the
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junk was the homeward for the Red Sea dhow and wice versa;
so that the first annual arrivals in the Indian ports from one
direction coincided more or less with the first annual departures
towards the other.,

Gradually, however, the Mecca traders pushed their way
eastward of India in their own vessels and overlapped the
sphere of the Chinese, so that by the ninth and tenth centuries
they had reached the Malay Archipelago; whence in time they
found their way to China itself, and eventually absorbed all the
carrying trade of the eastern as well as the western half of the
Indian Ocean. So completely did it pass into their hands that
although Chinese goods remained plentiful enough in the
Indian markets when the first white men appeared there as
buyers, they had all been imported in Arab bottoms; and
although the actual reason for the change is obscure, it was
probably connected with rapidity of conveyance. The junk is
much handier than the dhow in beating to windward, but
slower when running free; and in seas where all commerce
swung east and west with the regularity of a pendulum accord-
ing to the time of year, the faster vessel off the wind had the
advantage.

In passing from mere conjecture and speculation as to the
scenes of the earliest efforts at navigation to the domain of
definitely recorded facts, it becomes a certainty that we must
look to the eastward of the Isthmus of Suez, and not to the
Mediterranean, for the track of the first salt water voyages of
which authentic descriptions still exist as written history;
whether carried out in connection with the business of peace
or war. The oldest account of all stands cut in stone with
profuse illustrations in the ruined Egyptian temple of Deir-
el-Bahari, and sets forth as an official narrative the principal
incidents of an expedition conducted by five vessels under
orders from Queen Hatshepsu, about thirty-three centuries
before our own time. It intimates among other things that the
main object of the undertaking was the acquisition of a supply
of myrrh, a resinous discharge from a tree so much in demand
as a preservative and perfume in very ancient times as to
possess an extremely high commercial value. The region from
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which this was to be obtained was the land of Punt, and judging
from the style of the inscription the success of the enterprise
was regarded as a most notable event.

Much controversy has existed among antiquarians and
scholars as to the precise locality of Punt; but all are agreed,
that as myrrh-producing timber is never found far outside the
tropics, it must have been in the Indian Ocean direction from
Egypt and not the Mediterranean. It must have lain therefore
on the coast of either Africa or Arabia, and as the trees have
always been plentiful in the former while very rare in the
latter, it would appear to be reasonably certain that Punt was
an African country; a deduction which receives support from
its other products brought back in the ships, which are all of
an east African description. From this it follows that the
squadron sailed the Red Sea, with certainty, and the Gulf of
Aden in all probability; both of which are main extensions of
the Indian Ocean. A certain school of opinion holds the belief
that they went even further, and sailed the main waters of the
Indian Ocean itself, right as far south as the region of the
Zambesi; because they returned with gold on board which had
not then been mined in East Africa further to the northward.
To support this theory the argument has been used that the
voyage was evidently regarded at the time as a very formidable
undertaking, or it would not have been recorded in so important
a position as the chief temple of the period as one of the main
events of a celebrated reign.

Others however incline to the opinion that Punt was the
country now known as Somaliland, the nearest African region
accessible by sea from Egypt where myrrh-producing bush is
abundant; a view that is strongly supported by the type of the
ships composing the squadron, which were of a design quite
unsuitable for a long voyage in exposed waters. As repre-
sented in the sculptures these vessels are open river craft carry-
ing a single square sail only useful in a fair wind, and dependent
otherwise on long oars or sweeps for propulsion. In general
they bear a close resemblance to the larger Nile boats of their
own day, shorn of much of their conventional ornamentation
—which fact is suggestive of the accuracy of the artist—and as
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at that period a canal connected the river with the northern end
of the Red Sea, it is not impossible that they actually were
Nile boats specially prepared. Craft of that description could
undertake a coasting voyage from Egypt to Somaliland in
summer, when the winds in the Red Sea prevail steadily from
the northward; and return in the winter when they are variable.
But it would be an enterprising bit of work for mere river
boatmen; and as Egyptian seamanship was never on a par
with other Egyptian scientific attainments, such a voyage
might well have excited an admiration ranking it as a great
achievement., Furthermore if the import of myrrh was the
object of the enterprise, and if that commodity was obtained
in plenty from Somaliland, it seems highly improbable that
these river-barges of unscientific rig—for such the pictures show
us—would have risked an unnecessary voyage in open ocean to
a point 1500 miles further distant. Once to the southward of
Cape Gardafui they would have found themselves on one of
the most unsheltered and harbourless stretches of coast in the
whole world.

Whatever evidence may be forthcoming in support of any
theory as to the precise position of Punt however, it remains
at least generally accepted that this ancient group of vessels
navigated the western extensions of the Indian Ocean; and if
further proof on that point was necessary it would be found in
the sculptured representations of the fishes and other marine
creatures encountered on the voyage, which are easily recog-
nisable as among the species most common in those parts to
the present day.

In addition to this association with the most ancient trading
sea enterprise of which any contemporary account still exists,
the Indian Ocean was also the scene of the earliest salt water
voyage connected with operations of war, of which any com-
plete description remains as a part of acceptedly authentic
history; and it was the first of the true oceans to be sighted by
any celebrated character whose existence such history recog-
nises without question. It carried the flotilla commanded by
Nearchus the Cretan, admiral to Alexander, and until Alexander
himself stood on the Indian beach no famous figure of whom
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we have any knowledge ever looked out over a true oceanic
surface, although many had seen and sailed the Mediterrancan,
The voyages connected with the early classic wars in the Levant
were of course antecedent to the time of the Macedonian con-
queror, but the J%ad has never ranked as a reliable work on
history, and no detailed account is now to be found setting
forth any record of the fleet movements which led up to the
great concentration at Salamis. The official description of the
voyage of Nearchus stands, therefore, as the first full and
authentic report now available of the transport of a fighting
force on salt water, and possesses an historical value of the
highest order for antiquarian, maritime and strategic reasons
alike. It stands indeed as the earliest complete record of a long
sea voyage of any kind; for whereas the actual locality towards
which the “Puntward” bound expedition shaped its course
will always be uncertain, the track of Nearchus can be followed
on a twentieth century British Admiralty chart with ease from
start to finish. From a maritime standpoint its special interest
lies in the proof that even twenty-three centuries before our
own time the seamen of the east were already quite familiar
with the navigation of the Indian Ocean between India and
Persia, and aware, that at"the proper season of the year, a
westbound coasting voyage between those countries was safe
and feasible even for river craft.

As a most important undertaking connected with one of the
greatest wars of ancient history the remarkable military interest
of this voyage has perhaps never been quite fully appreciated.
It was in 329 B.c., that is to say about a thousand years after
the Egyptians visited Punt, that Alexander gave Nearchus
instructions to make his way as best he could with a Punjaub
built river flotilla from the Indus to the Euphrates, a distance
of 1400 miles. The military exigencies calling for this great
effort were of an imperative nature. He had reached the high-
water mark of his Asiatic conquests by invading Hindustan,
but at the end of the Indian hot season his troops were exhibit-
ing such signs of overstrain and discontent that a return to
Europe had become a necessity which even he could not afford
to ignore. His victorious advance eastward had followed a line
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of march far inland across the highlands of central Persia and
Afghanistan and through the Khyber Pass, but it was impossible
to return the same way in the depth of winter, especially when
weighted with the spoils of conquest. Like Napoleon at
Moscow, therefore, he had thrust himself into a position from
which retreat had become absolutely unavoidable and yet
seemed to promise nothing but disaster. Unlike Napoleon,
however, he found that the sea offered some prospect of help.
As far as his personal experiences went he had no acquaintance
with a homeward route for any part of the way by water, or
along a seaboard sufficiently flat to be followed by an army;
and except as regards the Mediterranean his knowledge of
maritime geography in general was of the vaguest. But he
learnt in India that a comparatively direct sea route to Meso-
potamia existed, and that the coast bordering this route was
free from the winter rigours of the much higher inland regions,
whatever obstacles it might present otherwise to the passage
of a great host of men.

In the circumstances in which he found himself Alexander
had no option but to try this route and take his chances. But
this entailed 2 march of 1300 miles before reaching Meso-
potamia, across unknown country, with no regular caravan
roads and every prospect of great difficulties in the matter of
transport. He resolved therefore to make use of his large
flotilla of river boats—built in the Punjaub for his movements
on the Indus—to relieve his army of its heavy impedimenta
and loot, and to carry as many of his troops as would form
crews from the seafaring elements in his forces; provided that
it was probable that craft of this type could make the sea
passage from India to the head of the Persian Gulf. From
what ensued he was evidently reassured on that point, probably
through the expert evidence of the Arab traders in the Indus
delta; and it happened that the time of the year was exactly
right for his purpose, being just before the commencement of
the north-cast or fair monsoon. With the wind in that
quarter the land affords a shelter throughout the whole 800
miles from India to the Straits of Ormuz, and the passage
can be made with comparative safety by even the smallest
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vessels in spite of the absence of any enclosed harbours of

Finding that the scheme appeared feasible and promised to
be of the utmost help, Alexander issued instructions to load
up and man the whole fleet; and when that had been done gave
Nearchus his sailing orders at the mouth of the Indus in
October, which directed him to rendezvous at the mouth of
the Euphrates. He then started away himself with the main
body of his army on their terrible tramp of many months
through the coastal deserts of Baluchistan and Persia. Being
under instructions to depart at once Nearchus sailed simul-
taneously, only to encounter some preliminary trouble; for
whatever powers conquering autocrats might exercise in regard
to moving their armies, their fleets during the sailing era of
navigation took their orders in part at least from the weather;
as Napoleon found out more than once to his exceeding dis-
comfiture. The season of the fair monsoon was nearly but not
quite due, and the wind had not yet blown itself out from the
south-west. As a consequence Nearchus found that on emerg-
ing from the Indus on to open water he could make so little
headway that he was forced to abandon the attempt for the
time, and take shelter in the harbour now known as Karachi.
There he was kept by adverse weather for a month before start-
ing afresh in November, and thenceforward experiencing the
fair winds with occasional calms proper to the season on that
particular coast.

Being Macedonians and Levantines for the most part, his
crews were the very first Europeans to sail the Indian Ocean,
and indeed the first Europeans to sail any ocean at all of whose
p ings a description still exists. Belonging as they did to
the countries bordering the Aegean and Black Sea they them-
selves had certainly never been afloat on an oceanic surface
before, and found the experience a test of fortitude. From a
weather standpoint the risks were no worse than those of their
own home waters, where the winter gales are violent, But as
natives of the coasts of a tideless sea the tidal phenomena of an
occan came to them as an alarming surprise when the ebb
stream left the whole flotilla for several hours high and dry on
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the mud at the Indus mouth. And, as the greater forms of sea
life are almost unknown in the Mediterranean, these men had
never heard of any fish larger than a porpoise or a tunny; so
that when they saw whales, hammer-headed sharks and twenty
foot rays, it needed a very strong hand to hold them to their
course. But it was there. As a disciplinarian and exemplar
Nearchus proved equal to every emergency; and when his
crews were unsteadied by the hoarse blast of spouting whales
he took the lead in his own galley as if going into action,
although these creatures were as strange to him as to his sub-
ordinates; until all had learnt that their fears were groundless.
In the old account we read that “all praised the sagacity of
their Admiral.”

In one unforeseen and serious respect, however, his voyage
was unprosperous and nearly failed entirely. The weather was
favourable, the pilotage was easy, the great fins proved harm-
less, the coastal pirates fled at his approach. But the lack of
fresh food played havoc with the health of his crews; and his
experiences in that direction formed the earliest known case of
a story of the sea often repeated for more than two thousand
years to follow. In their own lands the Greek seamen were
accustomed to ports where vegetables, wine and water were
always obtainable; nor could they conceive that any country
could be inhabited where such supplies were non-existent, for
they knew enough of the Mediterranean to be aware that where
its coasts are entirely barren no population is to be found.
Nearchus expected therefore to find opportunities for obtaining
fresh provisions on his way, but either did not ask for informa-
tion on the subject or was unable to obtain it. Very possibly
the seafarers whom he must have consulted at his point of
departure made it their practice to take enough fresh supplies
on board for a whole voyage; which with larger vessels and
much smaller crews, would be an easier matter for them than
it was for the Macedonian flotilla. Coconuts are an excellent,
easily stowed and easily obtainable anti-scorbutic in the cast,
and an Arab crew will remain healthy on coconuts and dates
indefinitely, If this was their custom at the period in question
they would probably know little about the victualling resources
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of the coast between the Indus and the Straits of Ormuz, which
offered no openings for trade and was inhabited by unfriendly
natives. Believing however that green food must be obtainable
Nearchus trusted to his power to be able to take what he
wanted and found that there was nothing to take, with dire
consequences to his men; who suffered incredibly, and even
when they survived were reduced to a most loathsome condition
of disease and emaciation. To the great surprise of the Greeks
they discovered that the sparse population subsisted wholly on
fish, abundant here to an extent undreamt of in the Medi-
terranean. But these people, having been accustomed to such
a diet for countless generations, were scurvy proof; and just as
the Esquimaux can face the extreme rigours of the arctic
climate on nothing but blubber, so these dwellers on the verge
of the tropics could live and thrive—as their posterity does
still—without tasting anything but fish from the cradle to the
grave. So deep an impression did this leave on Nearchus and
his crews that they named these shores the land of the fish-
eaters; a designation still applicable, for although a few under-
sized cattle and goats of eastern breeds are now very occasionally
to be found in the coastal villages, even this scant live stock is
fed on dried fish.

In spite of all privations and losses, however, Nearchus pushed
on till he reached in time the north side of the Straits of Ormuz,
after a voyage of many weeks, Here he found that Alexander
had already arrived with the remnants of his army, having
gained a full month’s start while the flotilla remained weather-
bound at Karachi; but having also lost large numbers, who fell
out of the ranks from exhaustion and perished on the way.
After a respite the march and the sea voyage were again
resumed and the Euphrates was ultimately reached by those
who survived either form of the journey.

Eighteen centuries passed before another vessel with a
European crew sailed the Indian Ocean, and she was not only
European manned but European built. Of the growth of
Asiatic seafaring in that long interval only a vague knowledge
prevailed in the west, chiefly derived from the accounts of
Levantine merchants who met the eastern traders in Egypt
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and Syria and occasionally accompanied them to India. That
this growth was on a very extensive scale however admits of
no doubt, from the situation revealed in the Indian Ocean on
the discovery of the Cape route; and for the first fourteen
hundred years of the Christian era the brown man undoubtedly
followed the sca as an occupation in much greater numbers
than the white, and navigated his ships over a far wider extent
of the earth’s surface. Except for the very occasional venture
of two or three Scandinavian vessels to Iceland and Greenland,
occidental voyaging was confined to the Mediterranean and
the western coasts of Europe until the fifteenth century; while
the Moslem merchants were pushing their maritime enter-
prises constantly eastward till they were well established in
China, and southward through the Malay Archipelago on one
side of the Indian Ocean and along the coast of east Africa on
the other. Thus their trade routes covered in time a span of
some ninety degrees of longitude, which meant about 10,000
miles of eastern coast lines.

But the oriental seamen always enjoyed advantages in the
pursuit of their business; especially in the regular alternation
of the prevailing winds of their particular sphere of navigation.
No such certainty of weather is to be found in the seas which
wash the shores of Europe, and this handicap inevitably
affected the expansion of western maritime activity as regards
its local development. Not until the white man had left his
own part of the world to sail to far distant regions did he prove
himself incontestably the best deep-water seaman that the
world has ever produced; the special quality on which Darwin
touched for the purposes of comparison with the backward
peoples of other {;.nds. Given equal chances by the elements
no coloured race has shown equal skill at the helm and sheet;
and when the white man invented a rig whereby his ship could
make some progress, even if slow, towards her destination in
foul winds as well as fair—and could thereby dispense with
oars—his excursions into unknown and untraversed seas made
up one of the most extraordinary chapters in the world’s
history.

It was long in coming however, and until it did the seafarers
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of the globe were effectually separated into two hard and fast
divisions by the barrier of the Isthmus of Suez. In the present
days of rapid and reliable through travelling it is very difficult
to grasp the enormous effect produced by that slender neck of
desert on the history of more than half the population of the
world. Freedom of intercourse between different branches of
the human family has always been one of the most powerful
influences acting on the progress and destiny of the whole; and
the sea has been the medium through which it has been most
easily conducted ever since men learnt to creep along the coast
under oars. Had it not been that a strip of sand connected
Africa and Asia the inter-action of east and west must have

far beyond the point which it had reached when at
length European oak scattered the flying fish of the Indian
Ocean. If Africa and Asia had been divided by a navigable
channel, European influences would undoubtedly have reached
Hindustan and left their traces; for by such a route it would
have been on the whole a less difficult and dangerous voyage
for an ancient Mediterranean vessel to make for the Indus
than to make for the Scheldt or Thames, and if she had started
from a Greek port the distance to be traversed in either direction
would have been about the same. Mediterranean traders might
then have established prosperous colonies all the way to China
as Arabs, Portuguese, Dutch, French and British did in turn
in the various later ages.

But the Isthmus of Suez interposed a dam confining the tide
of European energy to other outlets, and remained a sharply
separating line. Supreme on his own side of this natural
obstacle the white man counted for absolutely nothing at all
on the other, until he had circumvented it by the discovery of
a way round the opposite end of the African continent 4000
miles to the southward. Secured thus against western com-
petition the rule of the Indian Ocean remained as the prize of
the fittest of the Asiatic peoples, who proved to be the Arabs
from a period certainly not later than that of the early Roman
Empire. This Arab domination was not a pre-arranged and
intentional sea conquest conducted under an organised system
of central authority. It was an unforeseen growth of power
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arising through private adventurers acting ex masse. It received
no State recogmition or support, it acknowledged no responsi-
bility to anyone, it operated under no system of unified effort
or direction. But numbers, enterprise and perseverance
achieved results in the aggregate which were eventually decisive
in overcoming all resistance and competition, whether from
princes, pirates or rival traders, and established a maritime
supremacy everywhere from the Gulf of Suez to the ports of
Indo China. The Arabs were in effect the first rulers of the
Indian Ocean in so far that they went where they pleased and
did what they pleased within its waters; and xfp not actual
dictators they were not at all prepared to share this freedom
with others who sought equal opportunities for trade.

But it was a mob rule in which every man was independent
of the rest, and where a community of interests only produced
a sufficient co-operation to deal with a loose and disjointed
opposition. It never led to the sacrifices which the discipline
and subordination of an organised system of authority demands,
and through which the exercise of force on the water has grown
into the science known as fleet warfare, And therefore, when
the westerners who had attained to this science appeared on
the scene insisting on equal opportunities for trade, the Asiatic
rule of the Indian Ocean came to an end, although the first
white men to challenge it were sent out by one of the smallest
and poorest of the States of Europe.



II

The ARRIVAL of the WHITE MAN
in the EASTERN SEAS

ROM very early times the centres of population of Europe
Fand Asia have lain in regions separated by immense and

almost untraversable expanses of wilderness and mountain,
although portions of the same continuous land mass. Thus for
example China—which in the middle ages was the most im-
portant country in the east—stands near the opposite extremity
of the longest stretch of dry land on the earth’s surface from
France and Spain; and up to the middle ages, neither theinhabi-
tants of western Europe nor the Chinese could learn more in
regard to the realms of the other than they might hear from
the vague descriptions filtering through the sparse centres of
trade scattered at wide intervals along the ten thousand miles
of sea or land lying between their respective home territories,
Mutual intercourse would have been advantageous to both, but
the difficulties and expenses of communication were prohibitive
to the growth of commercial relations on any but the most
insignificant scale; for to reach China from Rome, Paris or
Madrid in those days necessitated either three years of laborious
and dangerous travel by land; or a sea voyage of scarcely shorter
duration with two or three changes of vessel, besides a land
journey between the Mediterranean and Gulf of Suez. India
lay much nearer to Europe in a straight line than did China,
but to bring Indian produce to the cities of the west was only
less difficult and costly than to bring Chinese, because the
Isthmus of Suez remained a break in the voyage by sea, and
the formidable highlands of southern and western Asia remained
an almost insurmountable obstacle by land.

So greatly, however, was the imagination of the white peoples
fired by the long prevalent traditions of the magnificence of the
Orient, and so highly did they appreciate the small samples of
its artificial and natural products arriving in western markets,
that it became their obsession to find some means of opening
:f[’ communications with the east; and as no prospect existed

any possible improvement in the land routes, successive



18  ARRIVAL OF THE WHITE MAN IN EASTERN SEAS

generations of European scamen made it the great ambition of
their craft to find a through-route by water. Some sought for
it north round Europe and were defeated by the ice-floe.
Others, including Columbus, tried steering west so as to cir-
cumnavigate that half of the globe and were defeated by the
barrier of America; which not only frustrated their efforts but
deceived them into believing that they had met with success,
for Columbus to his dying day adhered to the conviction that
in sailing along the shores of Mexico he was following the coast
of Asia somewhere not far from Japan. Othersagain persistently
sought for an eastern outlet through the apparently inter-
minable wall of the great African continent; and for more than
thirty years a succession of intrepid Portuguese explorers felt
their way along its western strand, each adding a little to the
distance covered by his forerunners, but only increasing know-
ledge to the extent of proving that to find any way through to
the east his successors would have to sail further still. One
parallel of latitude after another was passed by these undaunted
and patient investigators under sufferings and dangers of which
the modern seaman has no conception; and so by laborious effort
they crossed the tropic of Cancer, discovered the great western
recess of Africa and reached the equator and tropic of Capri-
corn all in due course; but still the land as far ahead as they could
see continued to stretch on and on to the southward without a
break.

But unlike all those who hoped to find a route to Asia by
searching out other directions the Portuguese were not destined
to suffer ultimate failure through seeking for something that
did not exist. Alone among the brave band of seamen explorers
they were on the right track, although the point for which they
sought lay a very long way off from the known regions of the
carth, Separated from the Mediterranean by four thousand
miles of desert waters and virgin forest, and absolutely unheard
of by the older civilizations, the precipitous headlands ter-
minating the African Continent had faced the antarctic pole all
through the ages across a windy wilderness of grey waters
where two oceans meet, beaten round their rocky bases by the
long southern rollers and swept from both sides by frequent
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and furious gales. Seabirds and fish swarmed round them on
one side, large herds of game wandered above them on the
other, but of any sign of civilized man on land or water there
was none to be seen here until long after many Empires had
waxed and waned in the continents of the Northern hemisphere.

It was in the year 1486 that this solitude was at last brought
to an end by the speck on the horizon which denotes an
approaching ship; so often the sign in bygone ages that a
primeval isolation is to be invaded by the artificial creations of
the restless brain of man. If an observer with glasses had been
watching the scene from the spot where the Cape lighthouse
now throws its 2 5-mile beam to seaward his eye would have
fallen on a small but high-sided craft about the size of 2 Mersey
tug or a Yarmouth steam trawler, with a square rig carrying
devices painted on unscientifically cut *windbag"’ sails. Ac-
cording to modern standards she was a slow mover, butting
her way ponderously through the water with a great smother
of foam, or “bone in her teeth’’ at no more than five or six
knots in spite of a strong fair breeze. But such as she was she
represented the ideals of the naval architects of her day and as
a necessary factor in a most historic spectacle deserved some-
thing more than a casual glance. She had carried her crew
safely to a great achievement, although it was a curious freak
of chance that when the actual corner of land for which these
adventurers had been searching in vain during six long months
came in sight at last, she was pointing on her homeward and
not her outward course.

‘This pioneer keel was commanded by one Bartolomeo Diaz,
a middle-aged seaman of stubborn quality; and the feat which
now stood to his credit ranked as the greatest ste; in the path
of exploration accomplished up to his time, and to this day
remains only second in its results to the discovery of America
by Columbus six years later. And although the enterprise of
Columbus was the more daring in conception the task allotted
by destiny to Diaz proved infinitely the more difficult to
execute, for whereas the discoverer of America picked up a fair
breeze only three days after leaving the Canary Islands, carrying
himrightactgsstheAﬂmﬁcinlmthansixweeh, the dis-

e
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coverer of the Cape of Good Hope had to battle for six months
with uncertain and often dan, winds along an uncharted
coast. Columbus was inspired by his own genius, Diaz by the
orders of his Sovereign; but for either the only alternative to
success was death, for in spite of thirty years of failure to find
it, the King of Portugal clung persistently to the belief that an
accessible extremity to the African continent existed; and
despatched Diaz to go on sailing southward till he did find it
or perished in the attempt. A command couched in such terms
is obviously a greater compliment to an officer than the be-
stowal of any decoration, implying as it does an estimate of a
sense of duty sufficient to carry the recipient through any con-
ceivable extremity of danger, difficulty or disappointment; but
Diaz proved that he merited the recognition, and though for
all he knew to the contrary his instructions might have necessi-
tated sailing on till his provisions and water were exhausted
Kast hope of replenishment on some desolate antarctic coast,

e weighed from Lisbon to carry through his mission to what-
ever end might await it.

None can fully appreciate, however, what lay before the first
man to double the Cape except the now fast dwindling band of
professional master mariners who have followed him without
steam-powered vessels; and when in the not remote future the
oceanic sailing-ship shall have finally disappeared, with the last
of the men who commanded her type, then no man thereafter
will remain who can realize from his own experience the
magnitude of the task confronting this valiant-hearted leader.
Even for those still living who have made the Cape passage
under sail, it requires some effort of the imagination to picture
his difficulties and risks; accustomed as they themselves have
been to vastly larger and better found vessels, accurate charts
and reliable foreknowledge of thelocal meteorologyand currents.
But these are well aware nevertheless that the navigation of
Cape waters without steam often puts the highest seamanship
to the test however fine a vessel and her equipment may be, for
nowhere in the world does a more tremendous swell spring up
than on the Agulhas Bank in stormy weather; and while the
fogs are frequent and thick the tide race is strong, and many
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parts of the rocky coast are studded with outlying reefs, Even
the harbours are sometimes fatal traps in which ships have been
driven to destruction by the treacherous shifts of winds in the
local gales. Ofall this Diaz had to take his chance in a clumsy
shell less than half the size of a Ryde or Brighton excursion
boat, with no chart, no knowledge of the risks to be encountered
and not even a barometer as a weather guide. Little wonder that
the priests on board were hardly ever off their knees.

L?nconquerable perseverance met with ultimate reward,
however, in fyll measure, although final success was curiously
accidental in its manner of accomplishment. When almost
within sight of his object at the end of six months of laborious
progress, but still unaware of its proximity, he found himself
sailing towards nightfall closer in shore than seemed quite safe
with the wind freshening from seaward. To give the coast a
wider berth he steered more to the westward, and thereby
unintentionally lost sight of land altogether before morning.
In this position he was overtaken by a heavy gale—his first
premonition of Cape, weather—which by driving him to the
south-eastward actually swept him round the éape in total
ignorance of what was happening. Providentially for him the
land terminated where it did, or all his adventures would have
come to 2 summary conclusion by shipwreck on a lee shore, a
catastrophe he was dreading all through the gale; and it was
much to his surprise and relief that when the weather moderated
he found his ship still afloat with deep water under her bottom
and no land yet in sight, for he knew he had been driven a long
way to the eastward, in which direction he supposed the African
coast still to lie. Perplexed by this state of affairs he hauled
back to the northward and steering thus ultimately regained
sight of the shore-line; which to his immeasurable gratification
he found was now running east and west instead of north and
south; thus indicating that the vexed problem of African
geography was solved. He had arrived at last.

To satisfy himself beyond question of his success he followed
the new direction of the shore for several days in spite of a stron,
adverse current—well known now as the Agulhas stream—ti
he found it beginning to trend to the north-eastward; a pro-
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ceeding characteristic of the thoroughness of all his work.
Fully convinced now that he was at the western water-gate of
the Indian Ocean he anchored for a few days at the harbour
since named Mossel Bay, and then turned homeward to make
his report, it being no part of his immediate duty to follow up
his discovery further. Hence it was that his ship was already
on her homeward-bound course when he actually first saw the
promontory forming the termination of the 7000 miles of West
African seaboard; the great goal of a whole generation of
strenuous search, around, but out of sight of which, the gale
had carried him. Here he encountered a second gale, and like
the Flying Dutchman of two centuries later—whose legendary
experiences afford some testimony as to the reputation of Cape
weather among seamen—he was so unfavourably impressed
with its turbulent climate that he marked it Cabo Tormentoso
on his newly sketched chart; a title much better descriptive of
the treacherous grandeur of the seascape than the later and more
lasting one bestowed on it by his sovereign. Few who have
faced a south-wester under close-reefed canvas on the Agulhas
bank will question its suitability.

Diaz had now demonstrated that it would be possible to
bring the greatly prized produce of the east by sea to Europe,
and to hold direct intercourse with all those regions of reputed
magnificence described by the oriental dealers in the markets
of %umscus and Alexandria, and by Marco Polo in theaccounts
of his marvellous journeys across Asia. This discovery marked
the opening of a new epoch in the history of the old world
through the liberation of western seamen from the imprisoning
effects of the Isthmus of Suez; and until that natural barricade
was pierced itself nearly 400 years later the circumventing
route which the Portuguese were the first to trace out remained
the chief highway of communication between the white man
and the brown and yellow. Centuries before this occurred the
Semitic seafarers had been groping their way southward along
the African shores of the Indian Ocean, and long ere the voyage
of Diaz they had reached a point about halfway between Arabia
and the Cape, and there established a large slaving port at
Mozambique. But the inducements to push on southwards
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further still were not strong enough to tempt them; and hence,
although in possession of a long start, they missed achieving
the lasting credit among men of being the first to pass a ship
from one ocean to the other; a feat which helped with many
more of a like nature to establish the fame of the Europeans of
the fifteenth century in history for all time. Everything from
a navigator’s standpoint was in their favour as compared to the
white man. The ports of Arabia lie much nearer to the Cape
than any starting point in Europe; the south-east trade winds
and the Agulhas current are helps towards reaching it from one
side although a hindrance from the other; and many good
natural anchorages provide facilities for progressing along the
route step by step from the Indian Ocean quarter of the com-
pass which are absent from the Atlantic.

The oriental mind, however, is apt to be influenced by
severely practical considerations in spite of its traditional
idealism, and from the standpoint of material interests the
possibility of discovering a southern extremity to Africa had
much less attraction for the Arabs than for the Portuguese.
As rulers of the Indian Ocean effectively protected against
western competition by the Isthmus of Suez, they held the
monopoly of a far more voluminous system of sea transport than
anything of the kind existing elsewhere, and not unnaturally
desired to preserve it against European encroachment. Thus
the dream of mingling the ships of the east and west made little
appeal to their point of view; and the possibility of extending
their own voyages to Atlantic ports by the opening of a new
line of sea communications held forth no promise of an adequate
recompense for the invasion of westerners of areas which they
had long regarded as solely and particularly their own.

One argument only could be advanced in its favour, and
even that was dependent on certain problematical conditions.
The Moslem shipowners suffered heavily from the exactions
of their co-religionists who held authority or commercial power
in the ports of Egypt and Persia: and also from the exorbitant
charges of the caravan drivers who conveyed goods across to
the Mediterranean. An outlet for their trade by the discovery
of an alternative line of conveyance would free them from the



24 ARRIVAL OF THE WHITE MAN IN EASTERN SEAS

power of these in ts, and be worth secking out if
European vessega:gulg mduced to come no ﬁxrtlger east
than Mozambique; resting content with the use of that port
as a general rendezvous for the shipping from the two oceanic
areas to meet and exchange cargoes, But no guarantee that the
westerners would accept such an arrangement existed and its
prospects were too uncertain to make it outweigh all other
considerations.

From the standpoint of the Atlantic nations the successful
issue of the persistent exploration of the Portuguese bore quite
a different aspect and startled all Europe for the moment into
a clamour of speculation. But boundless though the possible
consequences of the discovery seemed to be a pause of uncer-
tainty and divided counsels followed, prolonged in the end for
several years. Various causes contributed to this delay but in
the main it was due to the voice of Columbus proclaiming
insistently through all the heated controversy of the period that
as the world was round a direct route to Asia must lie westward
across the Atlanticif men would only dare to follow it, and would
prove to be much shorter than the long indirect route found to
exist by Diaz. And when the greatest explorer of history dis-
appeared himself into the unsailed western ocean to settle this
stupendous question, and in due course returned with the sen-
sational report that land did indeed actually lie within a six
weeks’ run due west from the Canary Islands—which he
declared must be a part of Asia—the Portuguese monarch
shared the general belief that Columbus had proved a true
prophet. Feeling convinced therefore that the great Asiatic
kingdoms lay after all at perhaps no more than a two or three
months’ sea voyage on a straight westerly course from his own
capital, he not unnaturally decided that it would prove a mere
waste of effort to attempt to reach them by steering first to pass
round a cape, which although only halfway to Asia, was yet
six months’ sailing distance in the far southern hemisphere.
Influenced by this conviction, he relegated the project for open-
igg‘up trade with the orient vis the newly found extremity of

ica to the background for the time; and, like all the other
crowned heads in Europe, fixed his attention on the develop-



ARRIVAL OF THE WHITE MAN IN EASTERN SEAS 2§

ments arising from the of the Santa Maria, in the ho,
of a chance to thrust himsel? into the new markets of the world
through the gateway flung open by Columbus.

The King of Spain, however, had strong views in that matter.
He saw no reason for sharing the advantages of the new dis-
coveries with anyone unless under compulsion; and lost no
time in making it clear that any vessels attempting to sail in that
direction except those under the Spanish flag would encounter
forcible opposition on a scale to leave no doubt as to the result.
His fleet, one of the most powerful then afloat, was held in
readiness to act in support of this policy; but to give a sem-
blance of legality to his pretensions to undivided sovereignty
in the western hemisphere he obtained the ostentatiously
announced verdict of the Pope in the notorious decree par-
titioning off the whole undiscovered regions of the globe, and
giving all the western hemisphere to Spain. To the stronger
excluded nations this meant nothing but a matter for ridicule,
nor would the King of Spain himself have accepted any ruling
from Rome that conflicted with his own interests; but the
Papal pronouncement provided a minor State such as Portugal
with the means for accepting without loss of dignity a pro-
hibition that it was not powerful enough to disregard.

Professing, therefore, that he was debarred by the Pontifical
decision from using the supposed new route to Asia across the
Atlantic, and feeling that he was very certainly debarred from
using it by the ships of his neighbouring sovereign on the
throne of Spain, the King of Portugal once more turned his
eyes towards the track of his own countryman Bartolomeo Diaz;
which although believed by men to be a much longer road to
follow was at least open to Portuguese ships without inter-
ference from Madrid. But the protracted and vociferous con-
troversy which sprang from the discovery of transatlantic lands,
and the first general settlement of the subject of claims, had
occupied a vast deal of time in the days when all international
debate and correspondence moved slowly; nor was it until nine
years after the return of Diaz that the thread of eastward
exploration was again taken up where he had dropped it. Then,
with a project for a magnificent and far-aimed enterprise in
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eastern waters, King Manoel placed his schemes under the
leadership of one Vasco da Gama, a sea officer in the prime of
life, of aristocratic birth and Court connection. Very seldom
has a selection for a great historical enterprise been better
justified by the results. Ordered to find his way round Africa
right on to India the Portuguese commander proved his fitness
for the control of difficult and dangerous enterprises not only
by what he did but by his methods of doing it, and in accord-
ance with his instructions sailed from Lisbon in July, 1497;
to undertake by far the longest sea voyage ever till then
attempted, with four vessels, any one of which could have passed
through Teddington Lock, the highest tidal point on the
Thames, well known to London holiday makers on the river.
Of these four the San Gabricl was ‘ Capitano,” or flagship.
Unlike the unassuming departure of his great contemporary
and rival Columbus, the start of da Gama was made the occasion
of much regal ceremony and display by the king’s command,
who took a large part in it himself. But this was no idle ostenta-
tion to camouflage proceedings devoid of serious purpose.
Behind all the salutes and flags, and trumpetings lay a full
measure of the grim resolve that deserves success, and on this
occasion found it.

The Portuguese commander was never a man of half mea-
sures, and from the day he left the Cape de Verde Islands at
the end of the first stage of his outward passage he entered on
his duties in a true spirit of investigation undeterred by any
possibilities of unknown danger whatever. In their purely
navigational aspects the chief interest of his proceedings lay
quite as much in the route he followed before he reached the
Cape, as in the more sensational and commonly appreciated
events that occurred after he had passed the furthest point
reached by Diaz. Properly speaking the log of the first half of
the voyage to India belongs more to Atlantic than to Indian
Ocean records, but as it was all one undertaking carried through
with the special object of reaching an Indian Ocean destination,
a glance at its most striking and peculiar feature on the Atlantic
side is not perhaps entirely out of place here.

The particular title to celebrity with which this voyage is
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invested—quite apart from its fame as the first which ever
carried European built hulls across the Indian Ocean—lay in
the daring decision of da Gama to abandon the coast route
followed by every one of his predecessors including Diaz as
far as their efforts carried them, and to steer boldly into mid-
Atlantic, so as to cut across the great receding angle of the
African seaboard which lies between Senegal and the Cape.
The temerity of this proceeding lay in its acceptance of the
uncertainties of oceanic navigation prior to the invention of any
accurate means of ascertaining longitude; which made the
reliable charting of newly discovered coasts impossible on a
large scale. With the early cartographers an error of as much
as two or three hundred miles in marking the position of a head-
land or harbour on a new chart was not uncommon, and a tenth
part of that might makeall the difference between arriving safely
at a destination from open sea or failing to see any sign of it.
Da Gama proposed to follow an open sea route, which in the
straightest possible line necessitated 4000 miles of sailing out
of sight of any land known to exist, or actually existing at all;
in the hope of hitting a destination regarding the latitude and
longitudeof which considerableuncertainty prevailed—although
Diaz had done his best to fix them with the crude instruments
of the day—and the missing of which on the south side would
lead him further and further into an unknown oceanic void
without any notion of which direction to steer in next. It was
like springing from a precipice in the hope of alighting safely
on a ledge somewhere about halfway down in a position he
could not see. And yet he deliberately set himself to face the
risk for the sake of gaining geographical knowledge of the
Southern hemisphere.

But an unexpected and much greater difficulty awaited him
than that of actually finding his destination. Had it been pos-
sible to steer straight in the direction in which he believed the
southern point of Africa to lie from the Cape de Verdes the
task would have been simple in its idea even if dangerous in its
execution from the unreliability of his premises. But it was far
from possible to do anything of the kind, because, by selecting
the ocean route, he was inevitably destined to encounter head
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winds from near the equator till near the southern limit of the
tropics; a fact of which he was necessarily ignorant. Throughout
this zone or belt of about 1200 miles in width occurs one of the
unceasing movements of the carth’s atmosphere known as the
trade-winds; except where the zone in question borders on the
African coast, which accounts for Diaz not having discovered
this movement. As in the case of Columbus therefore it was
without any previous acquaintance of its existence that da Gama
sailed into the area of one of these vast processions of the air
with its accompanying surface current of the water. But
whereas the trade-wind in which Columbus found himself was
helpful in direction that which da Gama encountered was right
in the teeth of any vessel making from the North Atlantic for
the Cape of Good Hope. Soon after drifting across the belt of
equatorial calms therefore he was obliged to brace the yards of
the San Gabriel sharp up on the port tack and hold a course
for many weeks pointing far to the westward of the direct line
to the Cape before he again picked up a fair wind. Without
knowing it he was actually driven almost within sight of the
then undiscovered continent of South America; of which the
existence was quite accidentally revealed a few years later to
another India-bound Portuguese vessel through the compulsion
of the same causes, although some historians have pretended
that she was there from choice.

Da Gama’s track established the true sailing route from
Europe for the Cape of Good Hope; which many thousands of
vessels have followed in the four centuries elapsing since then.
But they knew what was before them on entering the South
Atlantic; and were aware that once past the tropic of Capricorn
the certainty of foul winds would give way to a very great
probability of fair. In the absence of any such knowledge the
Portuguese leader was subjected to one of the most awful
periods of prolonged anxiety that any man was ever compelled
to endure. Week succeeded to week, and month to month as
he sailed steadily onward without any choice in what appeared
to be a false direction, and still the wind came up mercilessly
adverse, as if it would blow him right westward across the
unknown seas; where all the chart was one enormous blank,
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in which, as compared to the immensity of the surrounding
clement, his vessels were as the merest specks of dust on the
floor of some vast colosseum, and his crews were isolated by
thousands of miles from all other human beings. The nearest
land of which the existence was known to him lay far distant
and receding; and even the aspect of the sky was undergoing
a change by night; for long before the wind shifted to a fair
quarter all but a few of the constellations known to Europeans
had given place to others on which no white men had ever set
eyes except those who sailed with Diaz nine years before. But
whereas it was always the task of Diaz to keep the land in sight
as the one definite guide towards that which he sought, da Gama
sailed for three months with nothing visible except the sea and
the sky, and the signposts in the latter were no longer those
with which he was familiar. Herein he was at a great dis-
advantage as compared to Columbus, whose voyages being all
to the north of the equator had the help of well-known constel-
lations even in the lowest latitudes. Considering therefore the
type of his ships, the long spell of foul winds and his entire
ignorance of the astronomy as well as the geography of his
environment, his run from the Cape de Verde Islands to the
southern point of Africa has a strong claim to rank as the finest
feat of pure navigation ever accomplished. His title to fame is
generally considered by historians to lie in his leadership of the
white race to the Indian Ocean, but in the eyes of the men of his
own profession it rests quite as much in his leadership of all
mankind as a voyager in the open South Atlantic. Columbus,
anxiously scouring the western horizon from under the foresail
of the Santa Maria, presents one of the greatest pictures in
human annals; but the sympathy and admiration of the seaman
are perhaps evoked even more strongly by the figure of da Gama
fighting the eternal blast of the easterly trade winds under the
Southern Cross.

Undaunted and undeterred by all his discouragements he
resolutely held a course as near to his direct route as the unvary-
ing wind permitted, until at length he ran out of its zone into
that of the westerly breezes normal in further distant latitudes,
which at last were fair for his destination; although by this time
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he had no idea as to how far off it lay, for all notion of his longi-
tude had been lost for weeks. Diaz, however, had calculated
the latitude of the Cape with some accuracy, and as da Gama
had an approximation to his own latitude by observations of
the sun with the astrolabe, which made him believe he was still
to its northward, he estimated that he would strike the African
coast at some point or another if he steered due east. This
reckoning proved to be correct, but a stretch of 1800 miles still
intervened, and not till all land had been out of sight for ninety-
three days did the San Gabriel and her consorts drop their
anchors in an African harbour only a few days sailing to the
northward of the Cape, after the longest unbroken sea voyage
then on record. With the primitive instruments at his disposal
for measuring the altitude of the sun his landfall at the end of
8o lengthy a period in blue water was remarkably good.

His arrival in Cape waters completed the more heroic if less
spectacular stage of his great enterprise. Thenceforward,
though a stretch of unsailed sea still lay before him, the line of
the coast was his guide to progress, and when land was again
left out of sight he was assisted by the services of competent
Indian Ocean pilots. Great acquisitions to geographical know-
ledge had already been made by his voyage, even though he
had not yet reached the extreme point attained by Diaz, nor
placed any previously undiscovered lands on the chart, Nothing
had been known before of the southern half of the planet except
that the African continent projected over quite thirty degrees
of latitude towards the South Pole, and his track in the South
Atlantic proved that an unbroken oceanic expanse at least 2000
miles wide lay to its westward. Starting on again with this
important contribution to knowledge already to his credit he
rounded the Cape in even more dangerous weather than that
experienced by Diaz, which his squadron only managed to
survive after the vessels had lost half their upper gear and the
crews had been reduced to utter prostration and open mutiny.
His next difficulty was the adverse Agulhas current which gave
him more trouble than it gave Diaz; probably because he sailed
with four ships instead of one; for as the speed of a squadron
is regulated by that of its slowest unit, any group of ships in
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the sailing era normally moved more slowly than a single vessel
because different ships varied in their best points of sailing,
some being fastest close-hauled, others when reaching, and
others again when well before the wind. Whatever point of
sailing a squadron might be on, therefore, it was nearly always
the least suitable for one or more of its numbers, which for the
time became a drag on the rest. At one stage the Agulhas
stream almost put a stop to his advance, but a succession of
westerly gales drove him through at last, till he reached the
point where the current slackens and eventually dies away
altogether.

It was in the month of December, rather more than twenty-
one weeks after leaving Lisbon that he reached Mossel Bay,
where Diaz had turned back. A gap of 1700 miles of un-
traversed water separated this point from the southernmost of
the Arab East African settlements, that is to say, a distance
slightly less than the length of the Mediterranean; and this
only remained to be crossed to complete man’s circumnaviga-
tion of Africa. On da Gama now fell the task, and in its accom-
plishment he established his second title to a place in the world’s
record as a leader where none had been before but millions
followed. For seventy-six days he sailed along a strange coast
unknown to the seafarers of any race, but containing several
excellent harbours, at three of which he anchored for a brief
spell; and it was early in March 1498 that the large Arab colony
at Mozambique were one day thrown into a frenzy of excite-
ment by the appearance of four strange sails of a cut unknown
in the east, approaching the port from the direction of the void
and unexplored southern ocean. Flocking to the waterside the
Moslems swarmed afloat in boats to inspect the incoming
squadron with its square rig, stout spars and massive timbers,
and when in due course the vessels sailed in and dropped their
heavy anchors here was presented for the first time the sight of
ships of oak and of palm-wood lying side by side in the same
harbour. On arrival at Mozambique he renewed touch with
the known regions of the world after an interval of just seven
months since leaving the Cape de Verdes. From this point
onward the voyage to India presented no risk or difficulty from
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unknown dangers to navigation. His work as a seaman now
assumed less importance than his work as a diplomatist and
negotiator dealing with perfectly strange peoples far beyond
the reach of support, whose characteristics were an unknown
factor in a complex problem. And if the dangers from the
elements were practically at an end he was soon to find that the
dangers from human opponents had taken their place.

At Mozambique the seafaring community did not at first
adopt a definitely hostile attitude. They were awaiting develop-
ments. The arrival of the white man, if not actually expected,
had been regarded as a vague possibility ever since the news
had filtered through to the east some years before that a
European ship had discovered a southern extremity to Africa.
And therefore, although their appearance at Mozambique
caused a profound sensation, it was not an event that had never
entered into eastern calculations. But it was hoped that the
total ignorance of the Portuguese in regard to the navigation
and geography of the Indian Ocean would keep them satisfied
to use some port on the East African coast as their shipping
terminus and connection with the Arab system of sea transport
all over the east. No opposition was offered in consequence
when da Gama asked leave to purchase water and other supplies
at this stage of the proceedings; and when he announced his
intention of pushing on up the coast a Mahomedan pilot was
easily procured, under whose guidance he eventually reached
Malindi; the northernmost safe anchorage in tropical East
Africa, and the usual point of departure for the blue-water
crossing to Hindustan, Here his further programme began to
excite Moslem apprehensions, and the services of a Banian
native of Malabar had to be procured as his navigator for the
run across the Indian Ocean forming the final section of his
memorable voyage. Most fortunately for his progress it hap-
pened by pure chance that his arrival at Malindi in April
coincided with the first breaths of the south-west monsoon;
whereby he was absolutely assured of a fair wind for the finish-
ing stage. Thanks to this he made a speedy crossing and entered
Calicut harbour in western India on the 20th May, 1498, being
then ten months and twelve days from the Tagus.
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Calicut has long since sunk to the level of a minor port owing
to its lack of capacity to receive modern vessels, but in the
fifteenth century it was the focus of the whole network of
Indian Ocean traffic. Here Arab, Persian, Malay and Chinese
merchants met and bartered, to the great profit of the local
Brahmin ruler or ““Zamorin,” who levied dues on all and sundry
using his port, although not a shipowner himself; and as an
additional source of revenue allowed Mahomedan merchants to
establish warchouses on shore subject to taxation. To this
potentate the arrival of European ships was an astounding but
not an alarming event, merely seeming to add another race of
traders to those already using his port and paying for the con-
cession; and neither he nor the newcomers themselves ever
dreamt that it was in truth a first step towards an eventual
white sovereignty of Hindustan. But to the Mecca merchants,
whose vessels kept the European markets supplied through
Egypt and Syria with the immensely valuable products of
India, the appearance of competitors at the very centre of
eastern commerce was a most disturbing circumstance. ‘What
in the name of Shaitan are yox doing here?’’ shouted a voice
in Arabic from the dense and interested crowd surrounding
da Gama and his officers as they passed through the streets.

Trouble consequently followed. The Arabs were afraid to
resort to force on the water, as they were poor fighters on that
element compared to the white man, and the armament of their
dhows was no match for that of da Gama’s squadron even
though it carried no heavy metal by Eurcg:can standards. But
their wealth always exercised a great influence on the king
of Calicut as a source of revenue to himself; and having no
knowledge of countries beyond the seas except through their
reports, he gave ear to their urgent representations that the
Europeans were dangerous intruders, who should be compelled
to get out. As this action afforded the Portuguese ample justi-
fication for resorting to force in their turn at later stages it
proved a fatal blunder on the part of the Moslems, but for the
moment it produced the effect they desired. At first the Hindoo
Zamorin had been cautiously friendly to the Europeans, who
had shown every desire to maintain peaceable relationships
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with the native elements; but taking alarm at the insistent
denunciations of the Mecca traders he changed his policy and
treacherously seized and interned da Gama with a large number
of his officers and men while on shore. The purpose of this
recourse to violence however seems to have been intimidation
rather than any ultimate intention of proceeding to extreme
measures, for after a brief period he released and returned them
to their ships; and his whole conduct then and afterwards was
suggestive of a desire to accommodate the Portuguese if that
were possible without alienating the goodwill of the Mecca
merchants, But da Gama was not unnaturally deeply incensed
by the indignity and humiliation of his treatment, and once
back on board took his departure forthwith to try his fortune
elsewhere. He never forgot or forgave the insult.
On the same coast at no great distance lay the three minor
of Cannanore, Quilon and Cochin, the first to the north-
ward of Calicut and the other two to the south. A local rajah
ruled at each and between these lesser chiefs and the king of
Calicut existed a state of perpetual jealousy and feud. The news
of the first arrival of the Europeans quickly spread along the
coast, and with it the news of their hostile reception; which
suggested to the rival rulers an opportunity for acquiring the
friendship and custom of the newcomers at the expense of their
more powerful neighbours. Towards the Portuguese they dis-
played a most hospitable attitude in consequence, so that when
da Gama left Calicut in disgust he made straight for Cannanore,
where he was handsomely welcomed and allowed to obtain full
and very valuable cargoes. While there he learnt of the chronic
antagonism existing among the native states on the coast, and
realized that it tEromised to be a helpful factor in the political
situation from the standpoint of future Portuguese interests.
After a stay of nearly three and a half months in Indian
waters the squadron sailed for home with the change of mon-
soon, and arrived safely at Lisbon in due course; the return
voyage being much easier than the outward, with fair monsoons
and trade-winds nearly all the way to the Cape, and thence on
till the familiar latitudes of the North Atlantic were reached.
A complete set of descriptions of the whole hydrography and
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pilotage of Indian Ocean waters north of Mozambique was
obtained at Cannanore, which provided an invaluable basis of
knowledge for further enterprise. And da Gama had learnt
enough about the political conditions in the east to give some
guidance to future Portuguese policy. From the course of
events at Calicut it was clear that although the Hindoo element
might be friendly enough towards further expeditions bent on
trade, the Arabs would offer all the opposition that lay in their
power to European competitors; and by this attitude the contact
of east and west was charged with electricity from the very
outset.

When the San Gabriel and her consorts shortened sail at the
entrance to Calicut Bay a supreme step in history had been
taken. These vessels were the vanguard of the white man’s
advance to the east by a route on which no other man had the
power to arrest his movements; for whatever might be the case
on the land no oriental race was ever able to prevent the western
nations from doing as they pleased on the water until the
Japanese encountered the Russians early in the twentieth cen-
tury. And even then the struggle lay between antagonists of
Asiatic stock on both sides, for the Russians, although inhabi-
tants of Europe, are Tartar in their origin and national character.
In referring to military operations of a penetrative description
the term *‘tide of invasion’ is not uncommonly used by his-
torians of land campaigns, and this metaphor is sometimes even
more accurately illustrative of advances made by fleets whether
engaged in the business of peace or war. It applies very aptly
here. In spreading far and wide over the eastern hemisphere
the flood tide of western maritime enterprise travelled down one
side of the whole African continent, swept round its extremity
with a turmoil resembling the “race”” off Portland Bill, and
spread by degrees all across the Indian Ocean and right along
the southern coasts of Asia towards the rising sun, till it met
and somewhat violently collided with the contemporary tidal
stream coming round the world from the opposite direction.
It entered every navigable harbour and roadstead, every gulf,
bay, channel, creek and estuary from Egypt to China sooner or
later, and though its movements were often slow and sometimes
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checked at isolated points they always proved irresistible in the
end. Da Gama’s squadron was the ripple in this great
inrush,

To a certain extent the process had the aspect of a reprisal
even if in its earlier stages it was not inspired by definitely
aggressive intentions. Europe had often been overrun and
devastated by Asiatics in previous ages, who always came by
land; and only Alexander had retaliated on the same element,
for in the fifteenth century the Moscovite conquest of Siberia
had not begun, and even when it did it was in the nature of a
return by a people of eastern origin to the regions of their not
very remote ancestors. At Calicut the Europeans appeared in
Asia from the extremest west of their own continent—from the
furthest country in Europe by land from the east—and planted
a foot where the white man has ever since remained. Da Gama's
exploits as a seaman marked the opening of the era in which
European domination of the whole Indian Ocean, and of the
greater part of its seaboard was to be established. Incidentally,
they made British India a possibility through the foundation
supplied by a greater maritime power than even that of the
Portuguese.

Concurrently with the arrival of Europeans in the east the
representatives of another branch of the same stock were
demonstrating the material superiority of the white man on
the extreme opposite side of the globe in the regions which had
been discovered by Columbus; and the demonstration had the
same basis, that is to say skill in shipbuilding and deep-water
navigation of so high an order that no coloured people could
hope to emulate it. This supremacy was so pronounced in their
dealings with the races of the far west as to raise them entirely
above any attempt at opposition on the sea, and even in the
far east, where native maritime activity was widespread, it was
quite sufficient to enable Europeans to choose their own time
and place of contact with the Asiatics. In other words, it gave
them all the advantages of the initiative in the early moves of
the worldwide political changes of the sixteenth, seventcenth
and cighteenth centuries, whereby enormous tracts in other
continents than Europe came under the white man’s control.
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In the two great simultaneous movements towards the lands
of the rising and the setting sun which were led by Portugal
and Spain in the closing years of the fifteenth century a marked
contrast existed, not only between the policies pursued by these
pioneer states, but in the nature of the problems to be faced in
the two different hemispheres. Both Spaniards and Portuguese
professed the propagation of the Christian faith as one of their
principal motives—and honestly meant it—but in their
material activities they followed widely divergent ideals. By
the Spaniards their unopposed freedom to approach the shores
and enter the bays of the indigenous American nations was used
as a first step towards territorial conquest on a scale unequalled
since the days of the Roman Empire. By the Portuguese a
similar freedom was used on the other hand to establish an
oceanic sovereignty of trade as distinguished from a continental
sovereignty of possession. The Spaniards were never inspired
by the commercial instinct in its higher and more honourable
sense. The Portuguese were. With the Spanish authorities any
dealings where a weaker race were concerned usually took the
shape of mere confiscation by force, and where that was impos-
sible they seldom troubled to try bartering on any wholesale
system. But the Portuguese, though ready enough to seize
whatever lay in their power, were at the same time always pre-
}nred to undertake regular commercial intercourse with all the
abour it entailed. Hence they secured an immense success in
regions where the Spaniards would have made no headway, for
it is safe to say that the methods by which the latter carried all
before them in Mexico and Peru—and which were the only
methods they understood—would never have proved effective
against the warrior races of India. Impotent though these races
might be on the water, they were much too formidable on the
land to go to pieces under the attack of a few score of pikes and
crossbows like the armies of Montezuma and Atahualpa.

And the situation to be dealt with by the seamen who sailed
east differed quite as much from that which faced those who
steered west as the foreign ambitions and policies of one country
differed from those of the other. The aboriginal Americans
never went afloat at all except in primitive balsa rafts or canoes,
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and knew almost nothing of the art of navigation. No necessity
arose in consequence for the Spanish navy to exert its formidable
strength where the natives were concerned. Its work was
entirely confined to exploration, and though suffering terrible
losses from the unknown natural dangers of uncharted seas and
ignorance of local weather conditions, its ships were exposed
to none of the risks involved in encountering even such a minor
foe as a Mexican or Peruvian pirate. In the work before the
Portuguese navy these dangers were precisely reversed. Once
the lengthy outward voyage was over its ships were never called
upon to test their planking against unknown rock or shoal, for
on arrival in longitudes east of Mozambique they entered waters
long familiar to oriental seafarers, where reliable pilots and full
sailing directions were always obtainable at a price. But this
same familiarity was the outcome of vested interests covering
the whole Indian Ocean, so strongly opposed to the advent of
competitors that nothing short of superior fighting force could
break down their monopoly; and although not actually very
formidable when measured by European standards the Arab
vessels were sufficiently armed to cause the Portuguese some
trouble before the lesson of western fighting superiority had
been driven home. Local pirates swarmed, and besides being
in themselves something of a pest to the Europeans, their
existence compelled all native trading craft to be armed for self-
protection and thus made them more difficult for the Europeans
to deal with. In short every oriental sail carried weapons
whether engaged in commerce or piracy, and all looked upon
the white man’s galleon as an enemy.

If numbers made them troublesome, however, they were not
actually a great danger, and the collision between the white
man and the brown could only have one ending on the water.
It put a term to the dominion of the first definite rulers of the
Indian Ocean and installed an entirely different race in their
stead; and although the maritime ascendancy of the Portuguese
which was thus established for a time haslong since disappeared,
their place in the great events of history must always remain
secure as the firstcomers of the white peoples in whose hands
the mastery of the eastern seas has ever since remained.



III

The FIRST PLAN of EUROPEAN DOMINION
in the INDIAN OCEAN

N Vasco da Gama returned from his remarkable
\. R / pioneer voyage to India the success of the expedition
so completely justified the venture, that in spite of the
great explorer’s serious trouble with the Moslem sea traders
at Calicut, the king of Portugal forthwith resolved to embark
on a series of progressively extended schemes of enterprise in
so promising a field. These were based on a shrewd policy,
whereby it was intended to obtain the best possible returns with
the minimum of strain on the small military resources at his
disposal. He was determined from the outset that his freedom
should remain absolute in the Indian Ocean;adecision rendered
possible by Asiatic maritime impotence. But the various native
states of the east were far too strong on the land for the Portu-
ese to entertain any hopes of large conquests of territory,
and their plans for action on shore were framed therefore on
the modest scale which sufficed to assist in securing their prime
object of purchasing marketable goods; that is to say, they were
limited to the acquisition of small footholds at selected points
on the coast as depdts for trade and bases for fleets. On the
foundation of naval dominion they then proceeded systematically
to build up a commercial organisation on a far wider geographical
scale than ever before attempted anywhere even by the Arabs;
which in part they intended should link up cast and west, and
to which all conquests of territory were to be regarded as merely
accessory. In other words, they worked by design and purpose
to effect a form of national expansion by measures bearing a
close resemblance to those under which many portions of the
British Empire grew to maturity at later periods on:no pre-
conceived policy whatever.

In pursuit of so extensive an ambition for so small a realm
the Portuguese despatched soon after Vasco da Gama's return
a much stronger and better armed squadron to the east under
Pedro Cabral, whose official title as *“ Admiral of the Indies”
afforded some indication of the nature and scope of his pro-
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spective duties. And although this force was in its turn suc-
ceeded by others on a larger scale still it was invested with a
notable historical importance as the instrument whereby the
right of any nation to follow its peaceful business on the high
seas was asserted for the first time in the Indian Ocean, and the
Arab holders of a monopoly of trade taught that the white man
was too powerful on the water to submit to exclusion on that
clement. In the early days of their enterprises in the east the
Portuguese had not intended to enter into armed conflict with
commercial rivals if they could avoid it; but the unappeasable
hostility of the Mahomedan seafarers soon drove them to resort
to force in self-defence, and a true appreciation of the basic
principles of naval strategy gave their defensive measures an
offensive form in due course.

In view of the harsh treatment which had forced Vasco da
Gama to quit Calicut and proceed to Cochin some uncertainty
arose between King Manoel and his advisers as to which of the
Indian ports should be selected as Cabral’s final destination.
Some considered that the enmity of the Arab traders at Calicut
and the weakness of the Hindoo Zamorin or king in allowing
it to find vent, were sufficient reasons against any further
advances in that quarter. But firmer counsels prevailed, and it
was resolved to maintain the original attitude of amicability
and forbearance as long as possible, in order that the friendly
intentions of the westerners might be demonstrated for a second
time. And it was furthermore regarded as highly expedient to
make it clear in these opening moves of a game fraught with
immense possibilities that Europeans were neither to be in-
timidated by violent opposition, nor unable to take care of
themselves if it was repeated. For Calicut accordingly Cabral
was ordered to steer, where after a very long voyage he arrived
in due course towards the close of the south-west monsoon
season of the year 14500, about two years and a half after
da Gama's departure.

The Zamorin was now in a dilemma. Since da Gama had
sailed away in anger from Calicut to the rival port of Cochin
the Hindoo chief had had ample time to reflect on his error in
rejecting the original Portuguese overtures, and was now anxious
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to make amendment. Land and buildings were accordingly
granted to Cabral for a trading dump, in which a factory staff
of sixty Portuguese took up their residence; but the Zamorin
was not yet prepared to offend the Metca merchants by afford-
ing the Europeans protection against their furious opposition.
This gave the Moslems an opportunity for resorting to force.
Afraid as yet to attack their new rivals afloat, they had no such
hesitation on shore, where their numbers were as a hundred to
one; and they began by obstructing the Portuguese purchases
of cargo by every means in their power. Finding, however, that
Cabral was persevering with his loading operations they grew
more truculent after three months of these tactics, and even-
tually losing all restraint fell on the factory staff and massacred
them to a man with the exception of a few who were at the
waterside and escaped to the ships; while the king raised no
hand to stay this disorder and assassination in his own city.

It was now Cabral’s turn to act. Unlike da Gama's squadron,
his vessels carried heavy armaments, and for the first time in
history the population of an Asiatic city were to rush distractedly
into the streets under the terrifying concussions of European
gunfire. That the Portuguese had received extreme provocation
cannot be denied, but maddened by the agonised yells of his
countrymen, and the heated atmosphere of riot and murder,
Cabral lost his head and indulged in an orgy of revenge of the
kind which in modern times has come to be associated with the
methods of the Prussians. He began correctly enough by
sinking all the Arab vessels in the harbour; for which action
his vindication was ample in the absence of any authority on
shore to whom he could appeal for justice against the Maho-
medan authors of the trouble. No officer indeed with a proper
sense of responsibility for the future safety of his countrymen
could well have done less. But having administered a proper
castigation on the real criminals he allowed the defenceless
condition of the city to tempt him to an act of senseless bar-
barism. His ships were berthed in the creek or estuary of the
Beypore river, which forms the true harbour of Calicut, and it
was here that the Arab shipping felt his hand. The town
proper, however, stands on a perfectly straight and open beach
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a few miles to the north of this estuary, with deep enough water
to seaward for small vessels to run close in when the wind blows
off the land and the sea is smooth, A town so placed is as com-
pletely at the mercy of naval guns as the prisoner against 2 wall
18 at the mercy of the firing-party, and the Portuguese admiral
took a brutal advantage of his power. Emerging from the
Beypore creck he steered along the shore till right opposite
the Hindoo city and then subjected it to a two days’ murderous
bombardment at close range while the terrified people fled for
their lives and whole streets of houses collapsed in ruins, And
then, as if to shake the dust of the place from his feet, he sailed
away leaving a harbour strewn with blackened wrecks; a town
with its sea front pounded to rubble, and a panic-stricken
population of whom by far the greater proportion were innocent
of any offence.

Considerations of humanity received little attention in
the wars between different coloured races in the sixteenth cen-
tury, and apologists defend Cabral’s action on the grounds that
a drastic demonstration of power was necessary to the future
safety of all Europeans in the east, and that he was only follow-
ing the custom of the age. But the perfectly justifiable destruc-
tion of the Moslem shipping was quite sufficiently impressive
as a warning, and apart from its moral aspects the excessive
severity of his further measures was a blunder. Some form of
penalty the Zamorin had certainly earned by his omission to
prevent wholesale outrage; but a fine under threat of bom-
bardment should have been enough. By his ruthless violence
the Portuguese leader turned a probable friend into an enemy
and lost the use of the best harbour on the Malabar coast for
many years.

Seldom though the bombardment of Calicut is heard of in
educational literature, it stands as a most prominent landmark
in universal history as the first exchange of blows between
European and Asiatic east of Palestine in the Christian era.
White and brown had often met as antagonists on the shores
of the Mediterranean, but never in a far eastern theatre of
conflict simce the days of Alexander, more than three centuries
before the birth of Christ. Cabral therefore headed the long
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list of European commanders—a list which includes such names
as Albuquerque, Dupleix, Clive and Havelock—who arrived
in India by sea and gave proof of the superior prowess in arms
of the western peoples over the numerically much greater races
of the east. In its origin Calicut was not a collision on sharply
drawn colour lines, for as regards its causes the sympathy of
the Hindoo element was quite as much on the Portuguese as
the Arab side. All the more was it regrettable therefore that
on such a noteworthy occasion, when Europeans were first
called upon to show their latent hitting power and justly en-
titled to use it in self-defence, their excesses should have closed
the divisions of the Asiatics at Calicut, and converted the
emergency into a situation in which the colour-line meant
everything. The oriental weapons were the first to leave their
scabbards, and the wielders thereof suffered the fate foretold
by the founder of Christianity for those who draw the sword;
but the white man can never escape a lasting blame for the lack
of self-control which permitted a savage and indiscriminate
retaliation, which was made even more deplorable by the later
acts of Vasco da Gama.

Very fortunately, however, for the subsequent intercourse of
east and west the line of colour antagonism was only drawn at
one spot. If events at Calicut had inspired all India, or even
the larger part of it with a hatred of Europeans their effect
would have been immeasurably disastrous. But bad blood
existed between the native states themselves, and the king of
Calicut was a despot before whom all the lesser Rajahs of
Malabar quailed. When the news spread along the scaboards
of Hindustan that the white man could knock down walls and
sink ships with an impunity that knew no limits, the minor
chiefs saw in him a possible ally and protector against oppressors
of their own religion and race; and the news of the bombard-
ment aroused positive jubilation at other ports in consequence.
Knowing from the of da Gama that this internecine
enmity existed, Cabral steered for Cochin on quitting Calicut,
just as his predecessor had done, and was received with open
arms as a chastiser of the Zamorin. In the sequel, therefore,
Cabral’s action did not provoke a general rupture between east
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and west, as it might have done had the east been united in
sentiment, At Cochin the Portuguese were allowed to establish
a trading depdt and load their ships, and the same facilities were
granted at Cannanore where they went next. It was with well
filled holds therefore that Cabral started for home early next
year, where he arrived after a ten months’ return voyage.
When King Manoel received the report of the Calicut episode
he deemed in his wrath that the chastisement so far inflicted on
that ill-starred city was inadequate, and placed the next out-
going squadron under Vasco da Gama at the latter’s request,
in order that he might have an opportunity for wiping out the
affront of his own incarceration by the Zamorin on the occasion
of his first voyage to India. This squadron was still stronger
than Cabral’s; and on reaching Calicut after a voyage of the
usual long duration, the famous explorer, finding no ships to
attack, sullied his great name for ever by a quite unnecessary
second destruction of the helpless town which occasioned great
loss of life. Having satisfied an appetite for revenge much out
of keeping with the religious sincerity of his general character,
he departed for Cochin, and after destroying some Arab trading
craft encountered on his way with the ferocious severity charac-
terising the colour conflicts of the time, arrived at this place
and proceeded with his commercial duties. But these were
rudely interrupted by information received from the Rajah, of
a nature requiring immediate preparation for more honourable
employment than firing on defenceless crowds. It transpired
that before da Gama’s second appearance at Calicut all the local
shipping had withdrawn up the coast in anticipation of another
Portuguese attack, and under special arrangements made by
the Zamorin, had joined the large Red Sea fleet of heavy ocean-
going dhows due at this season; thus effecting a combination
of about 170 keels, if we may accept the estimate of da Gama’s
secretary Correa. The Portuguese admiral had noticed that the
Calicut anchorages were empty when he arrived; but attributed
this to a fear of further Portuguese attacks, and attached no
importance to the matter till the spies of the friendly ruler of
Cochin warned him that thiswholearmada was on its way toover-
whelm him, trusting to a superiority of ten to one in numbers.
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Twice only in history have Asiatics forcibly disputed the
European rule of the Indian Ocean as a definite issue, and this
was the first of these challenges. In general conception the
procedure of the Zamorin was perfectly sound. Cabral had
once referred to his countrymen as * masters of the sea” during
an audience at Calicut before trouble began; and the expression
had struck his hearer, whose superstitious mind was further
unsettled by an old prophecy of some Brahmin mystic of special
sanctity, to the effect that India would never be in danger till
the people came who were invincible on the water. After a
second bombardment of Calicut the Zamorin concluded that
his only security lay in a determined attempt toascertain whether
the white man really was master of the sea. If he remained
unsubmersible even when subjected to a crushing weight of
numbers then that question would be settled in the white man’s
favour, and all further developments must be accepted in a
fatalistic spirit. But the trial must be of the severest possible;
and the stratagem whereby the Zamorin hoped to surprise the
Portuguese ships while engaged in loading operations with half
their men on shore, was sound in idea, provided it could be
kept a secret. In that, however, he failed as we have seen.
Sufficient warning reached da Gama not only to enable him to
get to sea with his twelve heavy ships cleared for action, but
to send an urgent message to Cannanore, recalling a detached
division of six light and fast caravels under Vincent Sodré, a
type of vessel bearing much the same relation to the others that
a modern cruiser does to a battleship. With eighteen all told,
therefore, he sailed from Cochin; and shaped course to the north-
ward along the coast to meet the advancing enemy, in spite of
the urgent representations of the king of Cochin that he was
simply rushing on his fate.

A most notable clash of arms followed of great historical
interest. In estimating the strength of the contending forces
we have no records for guidance except those of the old Portu-
guese chroniclers, who were naturally biassed; but it remains
indisputable that in numbers the Asiatics were immensely the
superior side, and if the normal volume of tonnage employed
in trading in these waters is taken into consideration, Correa’s
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statement that the Red Sea fleet comprised seventy dhows and
the Malabar coast flotilla one hundred small craft, does not
seem impossible. All were strongly manned—some carrying
600 men—and the larger vessels mounted a mortar as
ship’s armament, useful at short ranges. The Red Sea division
was commanded by Khojambar, an Arab seaman of great
repute in the east, and the Malabar flotilla by Cassim, another
leader well known on that coast. Everything was in favour of
the oriental Armada therefore in material essentials, except on
one point. The Portuguese ships alone carried long-range
ordnance—by the standards of the day—and if only da Gama
could manceuvre so as to fight at his own range his success was
reasonably assured. To get to close quarters and swamp the
enemy by sheer weight was the whole object therefore of the
Asiatics; to allow the enemy to get just close enough for
annihilation by superior gunnery the object of the Europeans.

Converging on opposite courses during the night, the com-
batants came in sight of each other next morning six miles
apart; and by stripping away the masses of trivial details which
obscure the accounts of the old historians and comparing what
remains of their respective versions, it is possible to arrive at a
fair idea of the main events of this memorable day. The wind
blew straight from the land on the starboard beam of the Portu-
guese and port beam of their opponents; but the latter were the
further out from the shore, doubtless because Khojambar
wished to be in a position to cut off da Gama’s escape should he
try to break away to the westward. The Mahomedan admiral
behaved in fact as if he could not conceive it possible that his
adversary would do anything else; a fatally erroneous pre-con-
ception, for when the fleets first saw each other the Portu-
guese were already somewhat to windward in consequence, and
immediately improved the tactical advantage of the weather
gauge by close-hauling on the starboard tack and standing more
towards the land. This bold and clever move was exactly the
opposite of what Khojambar had expected, and virtually settled
the issue of the day by placing the Portuguese so decisively
to windward that da Gama could fight at his own range, which
was all he wanted; but even then the Moslem could not or
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would not sec its true import; for instead of parrying by hauling
to the wind on one tack or the other himself, he continued to
steer straight on, sailing large. From that moment da Gama
knew that he commanded the situation if the wind remained
even moderately steady, which it did.

In the Portuguese formation Sodré's fast caravel squadron
was stationed some distance ahead of the main battle line, but
with the Asiatics these positions were reversed and Cassim’s
swarms of small craft followed the main body composed by the
Red Sea division, instead of leading it. In these dispositions,
therefore, the vans of the two fleets approached and drew past
on opposite courses, being separated by a distance across which
the European armaments were very effective while the Asiatic
were useless; a distance, moreover, which it was now too late
for Khojambar to reduce. Thus it came about that one after
another the leading Red Sea dhows, including the Mahomedan
flagship, were dismantled or disabled by Sodré’s gunfire with

fect impunity to himself; and drifting to leeward either
collided with the consorts on their disengaged side or forced
the latter still further down wind, till Khojambar's division was
a welter of close-packed confusion. Following in Sodré’s wake
soon came the heavily armed division under da Gama, which
shortened sail at a safe distance to windward of this huge and
struggling mass and lying thus, spent the rest of the afternoon
in pulverising ships and crews alike till the surface of the water
was obliterated from view by wave-washed wreckage and crowds
of drowning Arabs. It was a point of vantage fairly gained by
superior tactics, but as all the loss was on one side this part of
the action had become an execution rather than a fight. A good
many of the dhows, however, which were on the lee side of the
mass—and therefore under cover of their more unfortunate
consorts—extricated themselves eventually; and finding that
they were now too far to leeward to retrieve the fortunes of the
day or render help, made off down wind and escaped, the
Portuguese having no ships to spare for chasing. In this way
a general break-up and retreat commenced as nightfall ap-
proached, but before that fairly began Sodré had passed on to
attack Cassim’s flotilla of small craft, which was coming up
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some distance astern of Khojambar’s heavy division. Here the
Portuguese cruiser commander had to move warily as most of
these fi:ht vessels were small enough to manceuvre under oars
or sweeps which reduced the value of the Portuguese weather
position. But the latter retained the tactical asset of superior
speed on any course on which they could keep their sails full;
and although the vague descriptions of land historians make it
impossible now to trace Sodré’s actual track, the point emerges
that he maintained a successful running fight at this stage of
the general action. It was in vain that the enemy rowers strove
to close in and board for they were invariably repelled with
disastrous loss as they drew near by the Portuguese gunners,
and towards sunset their demoralisation was completed by the
ruin and rout of their Red Sea allies plainly in progress at no
great distance. Under cover of darkness therefore Cassim
abandoned further efforts and with what remained of his force
joined the general retreat; while da Gama reassembled his whole
command, not having lost a single unit, and returned to Cochin
without attempting pursuit; partly perhaps because his maga-
zines were getting depleted, but mainly because he was anxious
to start for home wellploaded before the fair monsoon began to
wane.

So ended this decisive battle in which a host of brown men
were out-manceuvred and out-fought at every point by a
handful of whites. Politically and morally its effects were
enormous, When the cherished plans of the greatest native
magnate on the Malabar coast went to pieces under the blows
of da Gama all the ruling elements of Southern India, whether
friendly or otherwise to the new race at their gates, perceived
that the latter were indeed masters of the sea, and had come to
stay unless they could be opposed successfully on the land. A
second demonstration of this same kind proved to be necessary
before the States of Northern India were similarly educated;
but the battle above described was the first of the two great
events which showed that the foundations of the white man’s
position in eastern longitudes were well and truly laid, what-
ever kind of structure might happen to be erected on them
afterwards; and on the two occasions on which their stability
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was put to the test the ordeal was the more searching from its
extreme unexpectedness, Nor was the moral effect confined to
Hindustan. Survivors spread the tale of their experiences far
and wide through the eastern shipping world, which invested
the European with a reputation as a warrior bordering on the
miraculous, and produced some extraordinary results at later
dates.

Tactically the battle was interesting as an illustration of con-
trasted methods, and a model of most of the fights subse-
quently waged by the Portuguese over local flotillas in the
Malay Archipelago and elsewhere; in which skill and science
were pitted against mob weight invariably with success as long
as a steady wind permitted manceuvring under sail. Only when
the wind failed was the white man ever in real danger on the
water. When that occurred he was sometimes borne down and
trampled out of existence under mass-attack; but at other times
the weather gauge and long-range gun won him the day,
though occasionally he was left the victor when everything
seemed against him by a fit of sheer and unaccountable panic
on the part of his enemy.

As in the case of some other notable naval engagements no
special distinguishing name has ever been bestowed on this
conflict by historians, who sometimes call it the action of Calicut
and sometimes the Portuguese victory of 1502. Both titles are
unsatisfactory in a way, as the first is apt to confuse it with the
bombardments of Calicut town, and the second conveys no
indication of its place or locality. For general convenience it
might perhaps be most suitably known as the Battle of Malabar
—after the nearest coastline on the analogy of Jutland or Ushant
—and as that designation has not been appropriated for any
other encounter it may serve in these pages at least.

With this triumph to his credit Vasco da Gama quitted the
deck of maritime history and all his subsequent career lay on
the land. To few men indeed has it been given to unite the
explorer and the warrior in any notable degree, but in his case
the claim must pass unquestioned. As an explorer he surveys
the ages from a pinnacle on which only Columbus and Magellan
are fairly entitled to stand beside him; and as an admiral his
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reputation is sufficiently established by the determination with
which he faced the issue involved in accepting the challenge of
the Zamorin's huge combination when he might have evaded
it without serious discredit, and by the tactical skill he displayed
when in contact with the enemy.

But even so, his exploits in the latter réle were completely
eclipsed by three of his great compatriots who came on the
scene immediately after him; and King Manoel must surely be
counted as a most fortunate ruler in the servants to his hand at
this brilliant stage in the history of his country. Wishing to
obtain an unbiassed and competent opinion on the whole pro-
blem of further intercourse with India after the experiences of
Cabral and da Gama, his choice for an investigator fell on the
black-bearded Affonso Albuquerque; whose commanding per-
sonality had attracted attention long before his opportunities
had proved the man, and whose name became thereafter by far
the most famous in the whole annals of the Indian Ocean, and
80 remains to this day. To this remarkable figure all historians
alike have conceded the stamp of genius, for with an instinctive
perception of the highest order respecting all that pertains to
oceanic dominion in peace and war—much of which was quite
a new science—he combined a phenomenal temerity of char-
acter moral and physical, and the complete self-confidence and
power of rapid decision in crises and emergencies which is only
found in very gifted men. With the heart to execute as well as
the head to plan no trace of vacillation ever marked his pursuit
of a course once adopted as the best to attain a specific end, no
matter what the risks and difficulties might be; and though
constantly under the spur of an impetuous temperament he
resembled Nelson in a power of enduring wearisome periods
of forced inaction without losing any of his viguor of ultimate
purpose through the weakening process of long and indefinite
delay. In short, it would be almost impossible to conceive of
a man better fitted by nature for the great work that was waiting
for him. He was ruthless to the last degree on occasion, it 18
true—though by no means invariably so—and often imposed
the will of the white man on very reluctant oriental rulers. But
these traits do no more than indicate that he was imbued with
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the universal spirit in which the sixteenth century waged its
colour wars, and the perfectly honest conviction that it was his
duty to his sovereign, his country and his faith to assert the
divine right of a Christian king to interfere in the affairs of any
heathen land if his interest demanded it.

In addition to surveying the general situation and reporting
on it, Albuquerque was directed to take such steps as might be
necessary to consolidate the Portuguese position on shore, and
if necessary to assist the Rajah at Cochin; but as these measures
did not require much naval effort, and as the voyage was other-
wise more in the nature of a journey of investigation than any-
thing else, he only sailed with four ships, his first destination
in India being Cochin. Here, on arrival, he began at once to
strengthen the Portuguese factory by erecting defensive works
on the land side, always the threatened point in the early
European settlements in the east. He also rendered valuable
aid in defending the native town against a long-expected attack
by the army of Calicut, which happened to occur while he was
there and was successfully repulsed; and then proceeded to
fortify the Cannanore and Quilon settlements, the last mentioned
being a third trading concession granted by the chief of a
Malabar coastal town to the Portuguese.

But all this was no more than the execution of what he re-
garded as the minor duties of his mission, while his thoughts
were in reality absorbed in gigantic schemes in other directions;
for Albuquerque’s mind was not of the type which could remain
content with a merely passive eastern policy restricted in its
sphere of activity to a strip of the Indian littoral, when he
realised the immense possibilities to be found in the control of
the castern seas. Gifted in a most unusual degree with the power
of visualising the prospects of maritime situations on the largest
scale, he placed the chart of the Indian Ocean before him and
studied its character as a whole from the standpoint of com-
mercial opportunities. And as a consequence he was the first
man in history to evolve an organised system of trade on an
oceanic scope, and to atrive at an understanding of the proper
principles of its defence as a special branch of naval science
with rules of its own. He knew that the Asiatic peoples traded
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extensively with the Mecca merchants and had reliable grounds
for believing that they would sell their goods to anyone else
who was willing to pay. And as the Arabs had appealed to the
arbitration of the sword in their refusal to recognise the rights
of any competitors, they had forfeited by their own act all claim
to a share in the business themselves, if the sword gave its
verdict against them, which in the hands of Europeans was
inevitable. On these premises he elaborated his plans.

The first object of the Portuguese admiral therefore was the
removal of an apparently implacable enemy, and the second the
acquisition of the industry which the enemy’s removal would
leave available for a competent successor. As regards attack
and defence his natural intuition where large questions of
strategy were concerned led him to frame his plans on the same
general lines as those which in later periods guided the policy
of the British navy in the Anglo-French wars. He discerned
that the surest and simplest method of accomplishing the
double purpose of extending European trade under adequate
protection, and at the same time of eliminating the opposition of
ruthless adversaries, lay in the abandonment of the attitude of
passive defence which confined Portuguese operations to the
coast of Hindustan in favour of an active policy of closing the
main lines of traffic to the Arabs; while in order to lay the
foundation of an organised system of maritime transport under
the Portuguese flag he resolved to adopt their own model in
so far as it applied to the collection of cargoes. The actual con-
veyance of the goods to Europe was obviously a matter in which
the Arab traffic system offered no guidance because all European
bound freight was now to be diverted to the Cape route.

Before Albuquerque’s time the main stream of commerce
traversing the Indian Ocean travelled east and west through its
northern part, between the China Sea on the one hand and the
twin termini of the Red Sea and Persian Gulf on the other. To
the eastward of India it was all merged on one line, to the west-
ward it became forked into two from Calicut, which was the
general junction and centre of oriental water communications.
In carrying westward the goods intended ultimately to reach
Mediterranean markets the large ocean-going dhows that made
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the whole run from the Malay Archipelago loaded with spices
at or near Malacca, called in at Calicut in passing to pick up
Indian produce, and finished their voyage at a Red Sea or Per-
sian Gulf discharging port. Those starting from no further east
than Hindustan usually shipped their fgull freight at Calicut
or Goa and unloaded at the same points as the first. Any
effective stoppage of the movement of trade to Europe by this
route was only practicable to the Portuguese by holding its
sources or extremities, and it so happened that the natural
geography of the course which it followed facilitated such a
measure if undertaken on a bold and comprehensive scale; for
at each point where vessels entered or left the main expanse of
the Indian Ocean, in passing to or from its extensions or con-
nections with other waters, they threaded a comparatively
narrow channel easily patrolled and closed by a few cruisers.
Thus in sailing westward from China or the Malay Archipelago
they were compelled to navigate the Straits of Malacca unless
they risked a long and dangerous detour; and no way whatever
in or out of the Red Sea or Persian Gulf existed except by the
Straits of Bab-el-Mandeb in the one case and the Straits of
Ormuz in the other. Each of these three channels represented
in consequence a locality of great strategic importance as a
position where a squadron could check the entire traffic on a
particular line indefinitely; if able to rely on the use of a suitable
anchorage close at hand to which it could detach its ships as
necessary for replenishing supplies, or resort to as a whole for
shelter in bad weather. All three, however, lay from 15§00 to
1800 miles remote from the Indian harbour where the Portu-
guese admiral was studying the situation, and the easternmost
and westernmost were separated from each other by nearly
3500 miles. But the very magnitude of a great problem only
served to fire Albuquerque’s imagination, and his schemes were
planned on a scale of distances rightly proportionate to the
wide-spanned requirements of oceanic dominion. On these
three bottle-necks of traffic therefore he fixed his first attention
as points on which to lay a restraining hand on Arab competition,
and on this foundation his whole further policy was based.
The stoppage of Arab trade, however, was only a beginning.
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To gather up the freights which the Mecca merchants were no
longer to be permitted to handle, it was necessary to step into
their shoes at the principal centres of exchange; and of these it
chanced that the next in im ce to Calicut were the town
of Malacca and the island of Ormuz, which lay respectively on
the straits of the same names just where the admiral proposed
to place barriers on the main thoroughfare. These two seaports
were collecting-stations on the main line, towards which a large
number of small craft were constantly employed in carrying
cargoes from the surrounding coasts to be sold to the Moslem
traders, and transferred to the holds of their large vessels for
the ocean passage. Each was a point of confluence or pool,
where a number of rivulets poured into a main stream, and the
acquisition of these points for Portugal became one of Albu-
querque’s chief ambitions in consequence; but he rightly
decided not to interfere with the swarms of small native carriers
on the branch lines, of which the encouragement and protection
was necessary to whatever nationality they might belong, as
the Portuguese ships were too large and far too few to take
their place, and the work they performed was a necessary factor
in the general organisation of sea traffic.

The whole presence of the Portuguese in the orient, however,
and all the great schemes he proposed for its expansion, needed
covering on its western side from the permanent hostility of
the Moslem countries lying between the Indian Ocean and the
Mediterranean. Arabia, Syria and Egypt—and in a lesser
degree Persia and Turkey—were all interested in the main-
tenance of trade by the old caravan crossings, and certain to
suffer by the diversion of freight to the Cape route. Though
not scientifically organised for maritime war at this period some
of these countries were geographically in a much better position
for controlling the Indian Ocean than Portugal; and the Sultan
of Egypt—who at that time was still independent of the Turks
—maintained a fleet of war galleys to assert his supremacy
in the Red Sea, which vessels though inferior in fighting
qualities to the large Portuguese o ing ships were far
too numerous to be negligible as a factor in the general outlook.
Albuquerque foresaw that if the malcontents of the middle east
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could effect a junction between these galleys and the shipping
of Portugal’s enemies in India—proved or potential—another
crisis might arise such as that which led to the Battle of Malabar.
In point of fact it did arise, though not through any fault of his
own. To provide against this permanent danger he proposed
—if enough ships were available—to station a squadron in the
Gulf of Aden, with a fortified supply and careening base, for
which purpose the island of Socotra was eventually selected.
This part of his general scheme in itself demonstrates how far
ahead of his time he was in his comprehension of the true ele-
ments of maritime strategy. Any other man of his day would
have tied down this defending force to the coast of Malabar; but
Albuquerque proposed to advance it as far as possible towards
the starting-point of the enemy, and in his instinctive prefer-
ence for the “offensive-defensive”” was working towards the
great policy of war blockade, till then an unknown practice.
In the days of canvas, however, a special complication at-
tached to all strategic questions in the Indian Ocean from the
regularity of the seasonal winds, immensely helpful though
they were to trade. To those only acquainted with the principles
of war on land, a study of the chart of the Indian Ocean might
convey the impression that as water is water, a main base in
Hindustan would occupy an excellent central position from
which to reinforce any outlying position quickly where a
detached body needed support against local attack. That, how-
ever, was far from being the case. Geographically its position
is central beyond a doubt, but in the sailing era no position on
the north side of the Indian Ocean was central in the strategic
sense on account of the monsoons; which blow alternately from
opposite quarters according to the time of year. Thus until the
introduction of steam, it took a ship at least sixtcen weeks of
beating to windward to reach Aden from India in the summer
months, though she could run the other way in anything
between seven and fifteen days. In the winter these periods were
reversed. The same applied to the passage from India to Malacca
except that the fair wind for this voyage was in summer instead
of winter and wice versa. As a consequence the eastern and the
western gateways to the Indian Ocean were each by turns
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about eight times as far distant strategically from any head-
quarters in Hindustan during one half of the year as they were
during the other; and an admiral on the Malabar coast was
practically cut off from sending support or orders to the point
to windward at any given moment, or from receiving intelli-
gence from the one on his lee. For this reason all complete
exchanges of communication between the Portuguese Com-
mander-in-Chief at his Indian base and detached ships or shore
stations at the far ends of the main routes were usually a matter
of months, and it was necessary under such conditions that the
outlying commercial posts should be able to hold their own
inst all local enemies without assistance from the centre.
o some extent they could be protected by the squadrons
which Albuquerque proposed to station in the straits to hold
up the Arab traffic; but it was neither possible to rely entirely
on these squadrons without interfering with their prime duty,
nor to make at all times certain that they would be available in
adequate strength in those days when shipwreck was a very
frequent occurrence. Such points needed to be fortified, there-
fore, sufficiently to resist local attack without immediate naval
assistance; and in the selection of their sites questions of defence
required due consideration as well as questions of trade.
Having completed the fortification of the factory sites at the
Malabar ports, loaded with cargo for Lisbon and taken stock
of the whole eastern situation, Albuquerque sailed home to lay
his report before the king and arived in the Tagus after an
absence of rather under two years. During this period Manoel
himself had been developing the administration of the Indian
settlements by appointing a viceroy as governing executive in
the person of Francisco Almeida; in order to free the admirals
of the Indies for wider duties. Almeida arrived out accordingly
with some troops to provide guards soon after Albuquerque had
started homeward; but during his term in office the new viceroy
choose to act rather in the rdle of a sea commander than of a
land official, his son being nominally the admiral while he him-
self did the work. Though never quite the equal of Albuquerque
he was one of the very competent band of Portuguese leaders
who made history in the early sixteenth century; so much so,



EUROPEAN DOMINION IN THE INDIAN OCEAN 57

indeed, that certain later events seem to show that too many
strong men were on the spot at the same time.

When Albuquerque’s proposals had been unfolded in Lisbon
they marked his obvious capacity for great enterprise, and found
such favour in high quarters that preparations for developing
the whole situation in the Indian Ocean along these lines were
forthwith commenced. The first step was to be the assertion of
a definite Portuguese overlording on its western shores by
capturing the islands of Ormuz and Socotra, and by levying
a tribute on all the principal Moslem coastal chiefs—from
Mozambique on the south as far as the entrance to the Persian
Gulf on the north—as vassals of Portugal, even if their terri-
tories were left unoccupied. This utilisation of the command of
the Indian Ocean for purposes of wholesale extortion seems at
first sight less than one degree removed from state piracy, but
it was aimed solely at the Mahomedan element who had
declared themselves as the uncompromising enemy of Euro-
peans, and whose co-religionists were at chronic war with
Christians in the Mediterranean. The special object of seizing
Ormuz has already been mentioned. Socotra, which lies at the
mouth of the Gulf of Aden, was to be the base for the squadron
or division stationed to watch the exit from the Red Sea.

Fourteen ships were collected and despatched accordingly
in the beginning of 1506, and Indian Ocean history entered
on a most portentous new phase. For eight years the white
eman’s activities in the east had not carried him beyond the point
of chaffering for spices in the squalor of threc waterside
bazaars; but now the curtain was about to rise on an era of
maritime empire on an oceanic scale. Six of the outward-bound
vessels constituted a special squadron under Albuquerque,
while the rest were under Admiral Tristan da Cunha; but the
latter, as senior officer, was in command of the whole force
while acting as one. Da Cunha was instructed to proceed right
up the East African coast collecting tribute at the Arab trading
centres—by force if necessary—and finishing by the seizure of
the best harbour he could find in Socotra, where he was to
build a redoubt and post a strong guard. After that Albu-
querque was to part company and proceed with his division to
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the Persian Gulf to take Ormuz—collecting tribute at the few
villages on the Arabian coast where it was possible to land—
and da Cunha was to cross to Cochin to embark the year's
freight for home.

In carrying out these orders one ship of the squadron was
blown away to the eastward in a gale and accidentally discovered
Madagascar before rejoining the fleet at Mozambique; which
caused some delay, as da Cunha insisted on visiting this new
land while Albuquerque was impatient to get on. Having lost
one vessel in this process, however, and very nearly lost his
own flagship the Commander-in-Chief resumed the execution
of his mission, and after some fighting at two large Arab
settlements, which refused to pay tribute and were plundered
accordingly, arrived at Socotra, where he found that an Arab
fort already overlooked the best anchorage. This defence work
was taken by escalade after a sharp struggle and converted into
a Portuguese citadel, where a garrison was installed; and in the
bay below the whole fleet refitted after their long voyage of more
than a year. The two divisions then separated, da Cunha’s for
India and home, Albuquerque’s to carry out some of the most
adventurous exploits in the history of the east. Up to this point
the latter had already been entrusted by his senior colleague
with the leading share in all engagements.

With the hoisting of the Portuguese flag over Socotra a first
step was taken towards the establishment of the great maritime
position in the east which Albuquerque had planned; but fam
more important ones were to follow before it was completed,
and all these were carried out by Albuquerque himself in a
series of operations extending over several years, some of which
were of a most brilliant description. When he separated from
da Cunha this great work began almost at once by his remark-
able expedition to the Persian Gulf, which first displayed his
genius as a leader in the actual presence of a formidable enemy,
tmd1 in some respects was unsurpassed by any of his later
exploits,



IV
The WAR of the ARABIAN SEA

ETHER regarded from a purely maritime standpoint
N x / or from that of the general history of the eastern world,
few periods are more deserving of attention than that
covered by the years 1508 and 1509 of the Christian era. To
the profession of the sea the interest of the period arises from
its two sea campaigns, waged more or less simultaneously in
the north-western part of the Indian Ocean, and yet quite
independently—and even in mutual ignorance—between repre-
sentatives of the same European nation on the one hand and a
variety of Asiatic adversaries on the other. And to the student
of general history the interest lies in theillustrations which these
afforded of some of the most profound temperamental differ-
ences between the white race and the brown.

When Vasco da Gama defeated the first maritime alliance
assembled to drive back the white invaders of the Indian Ocean
at the critical battle of Malabar, he provided the initial demon-
stration of the truth so often proved since, that European
armaments in the hands ‘of competent tacticians are a match
for a tenfold more numerous enemy equipped with Asiatic
weapons and nothing more. This source of victory was the
outcome of the European’s superiority in practical intellect.
Science produced the better implements for fighting and the
better ships that carried them; science also taught the wielders
how to move so as to make these implements most effective.

But science has its limitations and a point is sometimes
reached in which it ceases to function. When the lastround has
sped the primitive pike is more deadly than the 18-pounder,
and where there is no room or chance to move qualities of
character rather than knowledge of tactics must save the day
if it is to be saved at all. Vasco da Gama showed that on the
scientific side of war the white man was far in advance of the
brown. But it was left for Affonso Albuquerque and Lorenzo
Almeida to demonstrate for the first time the vastly more
important truth that on the moral side of war the superiority
of the white man was even more pronounced; so great indeed
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that on certain occasions he scarcely seemed to need material
weapons at all, for situations arose in which science could do
nothing and every advantage lay with the Asiatic, and yet the
latter behaved after the fashion of the wild creature which
encounters a human being in the jungle, whom it could kill
with ease but flies from under the influence of an uncontrollable
awe. This form of panic was by no means an invariable pheno-
menon, but Albuquerque proved that the weakness existed and
could be played on as a last chance by a resolute leader in a
desperate position; and Almeida proved that when even that
failed the European could still face certain and awful disaster
in a manner which produced a moral effect scarcely less impres-
sive. As the meeting of east and west under arms first took
place on the water it was on that element that these portentous
lessons were first taught; and saving only where the Japanese
have provided the exception proving the rule they stand un-
affected by the passage of time; for men who are still no more
than middle-aged were alive when three English seamen in a
dinghy put to flight and chased an Arab slaver with an armed
crew of forty men, under circumstances in which the slightest
hesitation would have been fatal to themselves. To conceive
such an incident with the human elements transposed would
be frankly impossible.

We should hardly be justified in assuming, however, that
even so daring an adventurer as Albuquerque was relying on
this streak of instability in the oriental temperament for his own
success, when he sailed from Socotra with only six vessels and
450 officers and men to attack Ormuz; which he found on
arrival to be protected by a fleet he afterwards estimated at
250 ships large and small and a force of 15,000 men. It was
ignorance of the material factors in the situation more than
anything else that was answerable for the undertaking; for his
knowledge of Ormuz went little beyond an appreciation of its
valuable strategic position, gained from a study of the chart,
and of its commercial importance gained from native reports.
Very few commanders would have embarked on so rash an
enterprise on so slight an acquaintance with what lay before
them; but fewer still would have converted what seemed to
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be certain failure into astonishing success through sheer intre-
pidity of bearing. It was as if a man had entered a tiger’s cage
expecting to meet a cat, and finding himself there had mes-
merised the animal by his gaze while he wrenched a bone from
its jaws.

At the period here under attention the Sultanate of Ormuz
consisted of several detached coastal villages, scattered between
desert and sea on the extreme eastern seaboard of Arabia, and
acknowledging a ruler whose capital was on the island of Ormuz,
on the north side of the straits of that name which form the
gateway of the Persian Gulf. Though too small to produce much
in itself, its favourable situation and convenient roadstead made
this island the principal collecting and distributing centre of
commerce anywhere between Mesopotamia and Malabar. The
anchorage liss in the channel separating the island from the
Persian mainland, on which, directly opposite, lay the terminus
of many important caravan routes to the far interior. By its
insular position the town was protected from the raids of wander-
ing desert tribes on the mainland, without being any more
exposed to pirates than other ports in those regions, and its
harbour was safe and easy of access. To Ormuz accordingly
the shipping of the east resorted in enormous numbers; and
from a description of the sixteenth century this island was a
business rendezvous of merchants from Egypt, Syria, Con-
stantinople, Asia Minor, Persia, Syria, Turkestan, all parts of
India, and many much more distant countries such as Burmah,
Java, Siam, China, Mozambiqueand Abyssinia. Commercially,
therefore, its status offered a parallel to that of the island seaport
of Hong-kong at the present day as the exchange and mart of
an immense maritime area. Strategically its situation at the sea
gate of the Persian Gulf corresponded to that of Gibraltar at
the entrance to the Mediterranean; with the advantage to a
strong maritime possessor that it was inaccessible to the march
of any hostile army. Like Gibraltar it was powerless in itself
to prevent an enemy'’s ship from passing into or out of the sea
at the entrance to which it stood; for the width of that entrance
is too great to be commanded by guns on shore and only a fleet
can properly close it. But Ormuz was ideally situated for pro-
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viding such a fleet with the replenishing and repairing base
necessary for long periods of watching the Straits.

Albuquerque started from Socotra to make this great mari-
time prize a tributary to Portugal during the height of the
south-west monsoon,and had a fast run to the easternmost point
of Arabia accordingly; but was prevented by the monsoon from
landing anywhere till that promontory had been doubled and
a weather shore permitted a safe approach. Tribute was then
exacted at the coastal towns which belonged to Ormuz—not
without some opposition and bloodshed—and the squadron
proceeded on to the large seaport of Muscat, where the Sultan
of the Oman region of Arabia had his seat of government, and
which lay on the route for Ormuz. High cliffs almost com-
pletely encircle this landlocked harbour and the town at its
head, and so steep are the soundings in the approaches to the
shore that the Portuguese ships could anchor within hailing
distance of the Sultan’s palace overlooking the chief landing-
place. Proceedings opened with an exchange of letters which
failed to produce any result and were therefore followed by a
severe bombardment. When this had started a conflagration
and enabled the Portuguese to seize a portion of the sea wall,
the Sultan surrendered and agreed not only to pay an annual
tribute to Portugal but to grant a site for a fortified trading
depdt. This was accordingly erected, and parts of its main
structure stand to this day, bearing eloquent testimony to the
remarkable power of Albuquerque’s men to endure extremes
of climate by conducting arduous operations of war under the
almost intolerable summer sun of Arabia on salt provisions and
a very small ration of water, When it was completed he took
his departure for Ormuz where his enterprise was to reach a
highly dramatic culmination.

As the roadstead and city of Ormuz lay on the north side
of the island they were screened from the Portuguese till the
squadron rounded the eastern point of the island at daybreak
and opened them into view, The sight amazed them. From the
account of Albuquerque himself 60 large vessels besides 200
galleys and smaller craft awaited his approach, while 15,000
troops were drawn up along the sea and the air throbbed
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and boomed to hundreds of drums and cymbals afloat and
ashore. Having only some 400 men, the captains of his own
ships, though brave enough officers, hailed him one and all to
protest that it would be suicide to provoke a conflict against such
crowds where space was insufficient for free manceuvring. But
though confronted by such an entirely unforeseen emergency
Albuquerque’s resolution never wavered for an instant. Feeling
that it was at his own instigation that he brought his sovereign’s
demand for the submission of Ormuz to the crown of Portugal,
he resolved to put the issue to the test by presenting an appear-
ance of absolute power to dictate. It proved a trump card, but
only because his nerve enabled him to play a game in which the
least betrayal of the real weakness of his hand would have spelt
disaster.

From the very outset this determined attitude served its
purpose, for when the Sultan and his war vizier, with their
hosts on sea and land, saw that the half-dozen Portuguese ships
were steering straight for the anchorage without a vestige of
uncertainty in their advance, their superstition and fatalism,
which were already awakened by stories from Calicut and
Muscat, convinced them that these strangers were of a breed
against which it was useless to strive. Not a shot was fired,
therefore, as Albuquerque stood right on under the gaze of the
whole town and harbour towards a line of the largest dhows,
moored as a first defence and carrying heavy mortar armaments
with very strong crews; and anchoring at last within half a
cable’s length of the leviathan of their fleet, he answered a
challenge to explain his business by requesting that an officer
of responsible rank should be sent to the Portuguese flagship
to receive a letter for the Sultan; which was done. This docu-
ment demanded the surrender of the whole realm of Ormuz
as a tributary State to Portugal; but promised entire liberty of
religion, laws and customs, under the direct governorship of
its own native rulers, provided that its trade was controlled
through a Portuguese agent through whom an annual sum
should be paid to King Manoel for effective protection against
all other enemies.

Through its seeming consciousness of absolute power the
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tone of this demand so greatly heightened the effect of awe
already produced by the confident attitude of the Portuguese,
that although the recipient could have destroyed them with
impunity, he yielded on every point. Even so, however, he
could not forego the haggle over details which is inseparable in
the oriental mind from the conclusion of any bargain; and when
this had been prolonged into a third day, Albuquerque, fearing
that the King was regaining assurance, despatched an ultimatum
demanding unconditional acceptance without further parley,
and ordered his captains to prepare for attack. These officers
had been alarmed at the nature of the Admiral’s proceedings
from the first; but recognising that a point had now been reached
from which withdrawal was impossible promised him their full
support, and for the time were as good as their word. Had they
known that a fleet of fifty more large ships from the Persian
ports was already close at hand, as a supporting force for
Ormuz, their anxiety would have been even greater; but of
this only the king and a few of his councillors were aware. No
reply to his peremptory demand having reached the Portuguese
commander by the evening he took the sole course remaining,
desperate though its chances seemed to be.

Next day witnessed one of those scenes which actually
happen, and yet seem so impossible that in distant ages they
passed into legends as instances of the miraculous intervention
of the gods in person, such as fill the pages of Homer and other
ancient writers, At dawn the Portuguese opened a short but
intense cannonade on the nearest enemy ships as a preparation
for boarding from boats, and when ready the dozen or so of
boats which were all that they possessed dashed with as many
men as they could carry at the three largest vessels of the enor-
mous Asiatic fleet. This incredible audacity so terrified the
remainder that in their thousands these well-armed stalwart
men—the majority of whom belonged to the most militant
faith in the world—thought of nothing but instant flight, and
sprang overboard in whole crews to swim for the shore; so that

e handful of Europeans, after the first brief shock of encounter,
swept through the entire harbour like wildfire; and finding
nothing but empty ships left a few of their own gunners on
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board the more heavily armed to use their batteries in sinking
or damaging the rest, while the remainder of the boats’ crews
turned their attack on the struggling crowds in the water.
Sixteenth-century writers love to dwell on the horrors of the
next act, but it suffices to say here that as no quarter was given
by either side in these eastern conflicts the surface of the road-
stead was soon *‘everywhere of a dreadful hue,” to use the
words of one of these annalists; and the physical labour of
massacre became so fatiguing that relief crews were required
in the boats to carry on a slaughter in which even cooks and
cabin-boys used a pike.

Intoxicated by their amazing triumph some of the Portu-
guese were not content with victory afloat but pulled for the
town. In this madness, however, Albuquerque as usual kept
his head. All through the headlong scenes in the earlier part
of the day his own barge had led the attack and even his own
sword had been busy; but as the conflict drew shorewards
several flights of arrows from the sea battlements—one of which
slashed his own face—warned the Admiral that the contagion
of panic had not yet infected the garrison, and though he per-
mitted the burning of a suburb outside the city walls he with-
held any attack on the city itself. No such attack, however,
proved to be necessary, for not a single vessel of the original
defending fleet now remained in the enemy’s hands to prevent
him from commencing a general bombardment, and as this was
obvious to the defenders the Sultan sent out a small boat to
offer an unconditional surrender. On receipt of this submission
Albuquerque called off his excited crews and brought a day of
unparalleled triumph to an end with trifling loss to the Portu-
guese arms. It was the crowning achievement of a remarkable
cruise, and though his later conquest of Goa was attended by
even more important advantages to his country—and was a
much more difficult exploit from the navigational as distin-
guished from the combatant point of view—his victory at
Ormuz may be regarded as the most peculiarly personal success
of his whole career from having been carried to a finish on his
own decision against theadvice of all his principal subordinates.

Unfortunately for the Admiral, however, these subordinates
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were adventurers of rank and influence, who had volunteered
for service in the east as much in the hope of personal profit as
from a sense of duty to the State; and their commander’s
next proceedings did not suit their private ambitions. Having
reinstated the Sultan in authority, in accordance with his pledge,
Albuquerque commenced the building of a large citadel with
native labour and materials—an operation that promised to take
some months—and proposed to remain at Ormuz till it was
finished. Wishing to get on to India to obtain a share in the
lucrative commercial transactions of the government, five of his
captains were extremely averse to this prospect of delay and
protested that it was no part of Albuquerque’s mission; and
when he refused to let them go, three of the five took the
opportunity of deserting him for India when sent with their
ships to the neighbouring island of Larak to obtain water,
which was very scarce at Ormuz. Incidentally when starting
from Larak, they sighted the large Persian Gulf fleet which
had arrived in the vicinity a month before to retake Ormuz, but
never dared to enter; and which retreated finally under a press
of sail when the three Portuguese hove in view.

By the treachery of these captains Albuquerque was left in
an impossible position; for one of the renegades had actually
informed the Sultan of their dissensions with the Admiral, and
having plucked up courage from this intelligence the Sultan
refused to supply any more materials for the citadel when he
found that only three ships remained to threaten him. Realising
therefore that he was now without the power to enforce com-
pliance except under very doubtful prospects of success, Albu-
querque reluctantly took his departure on the autumn change
of monsoon, to inspect the condition of the fort and garrison
of Socotra; but warned the Sultan that he would certainly return
and compel obedience some day. On the passage a fourth vessel
deserted him at night for India, so that only one of his original
squadron besides his flagship now remained. At Socotra he
spent the winter refitting his two vessels and replenishing the
post; and being joined there by three newly arrived ships from
home returned to Ormuz with the whole five on thespringchange
of monsoon in 1509.
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Meanwhile, however, events exercising a most decisive
influence on the whole future of Europeans in the east had been
taking place on the coast of Hindustan of which Albuquerque
was totally unaware at the time; though for a period they placed
him in a perilous position without his knowledge, and though
they arose from a danger he had foreseen himself from the
first, namely, the irritation of the middle east at the Portuguese
invasion of the Indian Ocean. Foremost among the malcontents
was the powerful Sultan of Egypt, who was in communication
on the subject with the Mahomedan king of Cambaya or Gu-
jerat, in north-western India, another bitter opponent of the
Portuguese and an able ruler. In order to drive the representa-
tives of the white race out of the east altogether the autocrat at
Cairo built a special fleet of war galleys at Suez from the models
of the largest and finest war vessels in the navies of the Mediter-
ranean powers, constructed of specially imported Dalmatian
oak, armed with bronze guns equal to any in the Portuguese
service and manned by highly trained picked crews. This force
he despatched on the summer monsoon of 1§08 under the com-
mand of Ameer Hussein, to the Gujerat seaport of Diu, with
orders to join there a numerous local flotilla of small craft under
the Gujerati leader Melikaz. The combined fleets were to wait
at Diu till the summer monsoon was over, and then sail south-
ward to co-operate with the Zamorin of Calicut in making an
end of the presence of Europeans in India; the Zamorin attack-
ing the Portuguese settlements by land while the Red Sea
galleys bombarded them from the sea, and then disembarked
an attacking force in the light draught flotilla from Gujerat to
finish off any resistance. In waiting for the winter monsoon
their plans were well laid for three reasons. Firstly, naval
operations were facilitated at that season by the comparative
safety of a weather shore; secondly, the annual departure of the
homeward-bound Lisbon fleet took place in the autumn and
left the coast comparatively denuded of, naval defence; and
thirdly, while the winter monsoon lasted no relief or reinforce-
ments could reach their enemy. They contrived to conceal their
intentions with remarkable success from the Portuguese, who
do not seem to have been even aware of the arrival of

52
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a formidable fleet to their northward judging by what
followed.
Ten years had clapsed since the first voyage of Vasco da
Gama and at this period the Portuguese settlements in Hin-
dustan were still no more than a small group on the Malabar
coast, with headquarters at Cochin; all under the governorship
of Francisco Almeida, the first Viceroy; whose personality
exercised so great an effect on the events of his term of office
that it claims at this point attention in some detail. Almeida
was a man of great force of character and sense of duty; but
in his outlook towards the policy of his country in the east he
was what would now be called an extremist of the blue-water
school; consistently averse to territorial expansion, but per-
retually striving to foster and protect sea-borne trade. Though
acking the genius and idealism of Albuquerque he did possess
a very shrewd understanding of the foibles of his own country-
men; and feared that the upkeep of a Colonial empire would
absorb so much of the profits of commerce that it would be a
burden instead of an advantage to the motherland; a state of
affairs which actually came to pass a century later through the
extravagance and dishonesty of the Portuguese colonial ad-
ministrators. The influence of this attitude can be traced in all
his actions. He took no steps to follow up the visit of the first
Portuguese cruisers to Ceylon although he might have obtained
a large part of the island almost for the asking; and regarded
Albuquerque’s schemes with critical reservations which led him
to disapprove strongly of the project for a Portuguese citadel
at Ormuz. Experience as Viceroy only served to harden these
views, so that only where a foothold on shore was palpably in
the interests of sea strategy did it meet with his assent. As a
result, his own additions to Portuguese territory were confined
to the capture of the Arab seaports of Kilwa and Mombasa on
the east coast of Africa during his outward passage. Even here
he was acting under instructions; for these centres of Moslem
hostility so closely flanked the sea route between Europe and
Asia where it skirted the African coastline, that they were 2
ent threat which King Manoel was resolved to remove.
eir seizure laid the foundation of the Portuguese colony of
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Mozambique which still flies the flag; and as this occurred
before the taking of Socotra these acquisitions were the earliest
of all the many European possessions, British, French, Dutch,
Portuguese and Italian now washed by the Indian Ocean. It
was a curious freak of destiny that a2 man of Almeida’s views on
colonial policy should have been the instrument; but as these
were the first permanent annexations of Moslem territory by
Christian forces anywhere outside of Granada their occupation
was noteworthy for reasons apart, and in some degree had the
character of a retaliation for the Moslem conquests of Christian
areas in south-eastern Europe and the Mediterranean.

But if Almeida was opposed to ventures on the land no officer
was more energetic in asserting the supremacy of his own coun-
try on the sea. All his earlier campaigning had been as a land
officer in Morocco, but like Blake and Rupert he took to the
sca with zest when destiny turned his steps in that direction,
and though his own son Lorenzo Almeida was officially Admiral
of the Indies he himself spent as much time afloat as ashore.
In the end he left his mark on Portuguese history less as a
statesman and administrator than as the sea commander, who
in conjunction with his son, stamped out a serious menace to
the Portuguese supremacy of the Indian Ocean during the
infancy of European intercourse with the east. Very fortu-
nately as it turned out for Portugal, one of his first acts was to
obtain the king’s sanction for the permanent stationing of a
small squadron on the Malabar coast, instead of leaving the
settlements unprotected for half the year by the employment
of all ships on freight. This force he kept constantly cruising
for the suppression of Arab trade under his son, who became
the terror of the Mecca merchants though still a very young
man. It was while searching for Red Sea traders making the
trans-oceanic run from Aden to Malacca, in an area never before
entered by a European ship, that Lorenzo Almeida was the
first European to visit Ceylon, where he met with a friendly
reception.

A little later, when on another cruise, Lorenzo was severely
censured by his imperious father for not sufficiently pushing
home a reconnaissance outside Calicut, in terms reflecting on
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his honour. With a reproach of that kind in his ears the young
admiral naturally felt that nothing short of the supreme sacrifice
could redeem his reputation as an officer; and happily for his
country it sustained his resolution at a heroic pitch when shortly
afterwards his last hour found him in a position of respon-
sibility that would have tested the bravest and most experienced
commander. In the autumn of 1508 he was again sent out
from Cochin in command of three ships and five light caravels
to visit the port of Chaul (where the Viceroy wished to arrange
a commercial treaty) which stands on the river of that name
on the west coast of India about 5§00 miles to the northward of
Calicut, and only one day’s sailing with a fair wind from Diu.
This occurred just as the powerful Egyptian-Gujerat com-
bination was on the point of starting from Diu for its projected
descent on the Portuguese settlements; and Lorenzo Almeida
was sailing all unaware of the approaching bolt from the blue
straight in the direction from which it was about to be launched.
It had not actually started when the news of his arrival at Chaul
reached Hassein and Melikaz, who were determined that his
proximity should make him the first victim, but met with a
reception of a kind they had never counted on. With the inten-
tion of trapping him in the Chaul river they sailed in full force
accordingly, and arrived outside the entrance so unexpectedly
that a number of the Portuguese officers who had landed had
barely time to get back on board before the beginning of a
three days’ fight, that was almost a parallel to the story of
Grenville in the Revenge. Few of them ever set foot on shore

n.

From the very outset the odds at Chaul were hopelessly
against the Portuguese, but the narrowness of the river pre-
vented their adversaries from bringing more than a fraction of
their weight to bear at one time, so that it was a conflict in a
defile. Hussein refrained from using his guns, confident in his
power to capture the Portuguese vessels in good condition and
make many prisoners by boarding, for which purpose he struck
a whole succession of blows at close quarters; but these were all
thrown back in turn by Almeida after terrific slaughter on both
sides, and in this way the fight raged all through the afternoon
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of the first day. In spite of their successful defence, however,
the Portuguese were so exhausted by the strain of meeting con-
tinual relays of fresh antagonists that only nightfall saved them
from succumbing. At sunset Hussein drew off and anchored
at the mouth of the river, exasperated by failure but still deter-
mined to succeed. Almeida’s captains now repaired on board
his ship and urged him to take advantage of the dark night to
break out and escape, for which the wind was fair; but with
his father’s reprimand in mind he flatly refused to listen to
such suggestions and even declared his intention of being the
first side to attack next morning, and ordered them to be
prepared accordingly.

When sailing-fleets were contending against each other in
tidal waters and light winds the movements of the tides often
exercised an appreciable effect on the operations; and if both
sides happened to be at anchor before engaging the tide some-
times gave the side which chanced to be up-stream for the
moment the opportunity of attacking under favourable con-
ditions. From the old account of the fighting of the next two
days at Chaul it is evident that the tides played an important
part, but these accounts are so vaguely and unprofessionally
written that the actual effect can only be surmised from the
course of events. It would appear that Almeida’s plan was to
attack on the ebb at dawn, falling on the two nearest of
Hussein’s galleys, and having carried them by boarding, cutting
their cables and allowing them to drift down as fireships among
the rest, while he followed up to take advantage of the ensuing
confusion. It was a desperate scheme, but only desperate
efforts now counted, and at first it almost promised to be 2
success. Coming down-stream fast at daylight he attacked as
arranged, and the two galleys were captured and set adrift in
accordance with plan; but Hussein’s other vessels escaped harm
either by slipping their own cables or because the fireship idea
failed at the critical moment; and in following them up the
small Portuguese force was quickly ringed in by a circle of
enemies, A furious mélée ensued, in which the P
fired point blank into antagonists all round but kept them at
bay with the utmost difficulty, and suffered so heavily themselves
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that only the turn of the tide saved them from annihilation.
With the flood stream the whole struggling mass of ships was
swept back up the river, and to avoid being carried on to the
shoals the heavy draught Red Sea vessels had to break off the

ement; while the survivors of the Portuguese—all of
lighter draught—drifted into shallow water and temporary
safety. What their actual losses were on this day has never been
recounted, but that they were now no more than a sorry rem-
nant is obvious from the rest of the story.

At the same time, when the second day’s fighting came to an
end in this way, the Red Sea division of their enemies had been
so severely mauled that Hussein and his crews had had enough
for the moment, and left the next effort to Melikaz and the Diu
flotilla of light proas. So far these had been kept in reserve,
partly perhaps because Hussein hoped to win the major share
of the credit and spoils for himself, and partly because this
Gujerat division was to be kept intact for the intended landings
on the Malabar coast. But all regularly formulated plans of
that kind had been knocked to pieces by the obstinacy of
Almeida’s resistance, and it was now obvious that if the cam-
paign was to proceed at all every step must be made good in any
manner that was practicable at the moment, leaving the next
to be dealt with as it arose. Any capture of prizes or prisoners
had become secondary, moreover, to the total destruction of
Almeida’s force somehow, and it was the turn of Melikaz to
see what he could do against the half-wrecked and half-manned
but still defiant European squadron.

After a second night’s breathing space accordingly the en-
gagement was resumed on the third day when the tide served
for attack from the lower anchorage; and the Gujerat flotilla
swarmed like bees round what was left of the enemy, con-
centrating their first efforts on Almeida’s own ship, and closing
in such numbers that the Portuguese guns could not be loaded
fast enough to keep them off. The young admiral now faced the
end as a leader well qualified to command. Pierced by an arrow
and with a leg broken by a petronel ball he was propped against
the mast with a rope passed under his arms, and as the enemy
poured over the bulwarks on bow, beam and stern, called to his
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men to take no quarter. Being driven back on all sides smiting
to the last they formed at the end a ring round the admiral, and
had nearly all been cut down when the ship sank under their
feet, carrying attackers and attacked with her, except a few who
managed to swim in spite of wounds. Her cables had been cut
in the struggle by somebody, and the tide swept her over some
stakes that ripped out her planking. Meanwhile as the main
weight of the Gujerat onset had been directed at the Portuguese
flagship the other caravels were less overburdened in their
defence; but even so, only two of Almeida’s whole original
force managed at last to break a way through to sea and escape;
none of the enemy daring to follow them when once they had
gained the manceuvring space afforded by open water. Hasten-
ing southward with what speed they could make these survivors
reached Cananore after a week’s voyage and reported the
disaster to the Viceroy, who made all preparations at once for
defence in the conviction that the enemy would follow up his
success by attacking the Portuguese settlements.

But to his surprise and relief no enemy appeared. For while
expecting easy victory and rich plunder Hussein and Melikaz
found that they had committed themselves instead to an enter-
prise formidable beyond all their calculations; and having no
more stomach for war of this kind had abandoned the whole
project, weighed their anchors and sailed back to Diu with a
new understanding which was transmitted to future genera-
tions. Material and local victory had been on their side, but
at such a cost that moral and far-reaching victory was on the
other; and never again did any eastern nation endeavour to end
by naval power the presence of the European in the east. Many
subsequent conflicts took place in Asiatic seas, especially in the
Malay Archipelago, but all these were fought on purely local
issues, and in no case whatever was any definite bid for a
general supremacy of the Indian Ocean ever made by an
oriental state, after Lorenzo Almeida went under its surface
destroyed in body but conquering in purpose.

If therefore the consequences of this encounter are viewed
in their just proportions, it can scarcely be denied a fair claim
to recognition as one of the decisive cvents of oriental history,
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and especially of Indian historys; insignificant though the Portu-
guese were in numbers. For not only did it confirm in perma-
nence the freedom of the Indian Ocean to Europeans on which
all their intercourse with the east depended, but it confirmed
their selection of Hindustan as their principal point of contact
in that intercourse. In its maritime aspects the moral effect was
greater than that of the battle of Malabar, because in the latter
the Asiatic force was composed of ordinary trading craft, armed
only for defence against pirates, unscientifically handled, and
formidable merely in numbers; whereas at Chaul the Red Sea
division consisted of the type of galley which at that period was
the only class of vessel specifically designed and armed for
belligerent duties, and manned accordingly. From its effect on
Indian history again, Almeida’s defence stands as the act which
prevented European association with Hindustan from being
pulled up by the roots while still little more than a seedling in
growth; with doubtful prospects in such a case of being re-
planted for at least another century and probably much more.
Had the resistance of the westerners at Chaul been feeble
Hussein would have proceeded on to destroy the handfuls of
Portuguese in the factories at Cochin, Cananore and Quilon,
aided with zest by the Zamorin of Calicut, and every lesser
principality which had been friendly to the new order, would
have been savagely wiped out. Merchants who had sold to the
Portuguese agents would never have dared to resume such
dealings under such risks even if fleets arriving again from
Lisbon had endeavoured to reopen trade by force.

It would of course have been possible for King Manoel to
despatch a fleet strong enough to b