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the froptier peor anat Asam,  Although the

journey had demonstrated the impracticablity of a trade
routc over the rugped mountains, covered with perpetual
snow, yut a matural wish to be the fiest Enplichman
who had penctrated overland frm Ching to Inda
prompted the attempt to complete the intenal which lay
between Bathang and Sudiya. This attempt was foiled
by the ombined action of Chinese jealousy and the
into! ' anoe of the T.ama~ of Thibet.

Fuor many centuries China has supplied Thibet with
six or eight million pounds of brick tea annually.  This
anticie heiny a necessary of lie to the Thibetans, che
Chinese Govertinent, who hold the whalesale monopuly
of the export tea trade, have granted the retail monopoly
to the Lama pricsts, who, by this means, hold the lay
population of Thibet at their marey.  Thus the Chinese
protect their b trade, and the Lama priests their religions
and political influence over the Thibetuns., It is plain,
theref. we, that the opening up of commercial intercourse
with the Europeans of Assam, that tea garden of Indi.
woudd threaten at unce the Chinese tea trade and the
stiestenaft of Lamanism ; the Fngiish pivneer of commerc
must thetefore b prevented from reaching india at an
hazard  Accordingly,] was arrested by two hundred Lama
soldiers, oblijred to change my routt. and ultinately
thrown into a Chinese prison in the city of Weisee foo,
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from which, having been rescued hy the interference o
some fricndly tribes, I retraced my steps to Shanghal

While travelling in Thibet, 1 had boen struck with the
vast importance of the tea trade between that country
and China, and now the project of diverting at feast a
considerable portion of that trade to Assam from China
forced itscif upon me as at all events 1o be attempted.

A few weeks spent at Shanghai, amidst the Lind hos-
pitality of many warm friends, entitely removed all traces
of the harduhips endused during the previous twclve
months, and I found myxelf alrcady impatient to buyin
to attack Thibet on the side of Assam, hoping that the
espionage of the Chinese might be evaded, and the way
prepared for such intercourse hetween our Indian tea
garden and Thibet as might hereafter result in an
extensive trade.

Az Calcutia was to be the starting-point, it was necey-
sary to conduct thither my party, consisting of fo
individuals. First, faithful George DPhilip, a Chinese
Christian, whe, as interpreter, had shared all the diff-
culties and dangers of the previous journcy, but who,
nothing daunted by past perils, cagerly volunteered to
accompany his master on the new undertaking. Next,
a Thibetan boy, named Masu, about fourteen years of
age, who could speak Chinese, and whom 1 had pur-
chased of his mother for cight tacls® An aswistant
interpreter was added, named Owhaler, a Mahomedan,
from Bombay, who, having served some years in the
native army at Hankow, could speak Chinesc flucatly,

* A tacl cqual to Gr. 34
a3
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and might thus prove a useful auxiliary in case of
possible intercourse with Mahomedans from Yunnan,
Lastly, a Chincse lad, named Lowtzang, who was en-
gaged to act as general scrvant.

A frec passagre having bevn offered to mysclf and
followers to Hongr Kong by the Lindness of my friend
Mr. Dexwell, of the American firm, Messrs. A, Heard &
Company, we cmbarked on board the good steamer
‘Erl King, and arrived safely at that port. Ilere we
transhipped ourselves to the ¢ Clan Alpine,’ bound for
Calcutta, berths on board of this vessel having been
placed at my disposal,

In these days of steam and travel, a voyage down the
treacherous China Sea, through the Straits of Malacea,
and up the Gulf of Bengal, is lovked upon with as little
interest as 2 trip across the German Qcean, save when
the traveller chances to cacounter once of the * specialités
of those seas in the shape of a tai-fung,* or cyclone;
then he fecls conmscious of such an awful warring
of the cluments, and such an intense desire to avoid
like encounters for the future, as is sufficient to invest
his voyage with an interest never to be forgotten.

Our voyage 1o Calcutta, though it was not rendered
exciting by a tai-fung (as these convulsions of Nature
only occur during the three hot months of June, July,
and August), has, nevertheless, indelibly impressed
itself on my mind,

We had left Hong Kong behind us two days, and
the good stcamer *Clan Alpine’ looked, as I watched

* Typhown
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her by the light of a full moon from a scat in one of the
quarter boats, like some sporiing mammoth roiling atong
the smooth surface of the sea

It was a fine night, calm and quiet ; even the booming
sound of the paddles, as they buat the water, scemed less
loud than usual, Ah! thow glorious tropical nights
spent on the occan; who can remember them without
unconsciously recailing their soothing effect ?  On this
evening I retired to my cabin, fecling calmer than usual,
for'the cool and pleasant night had succerdvd an ex-
ceedingly hot day. The long hours of the night had
passcd, and I was lying in that state between waking
and slecping, whercin sounds, though heard indistincly,
seem to repeat themselves like echocs——sometimes near,
at other times far off

In this way I had heard cight bells (four o'clock)
struck, and the soft sound scemed floating away in the
distance, when, in horrible contrast, an agonised yell
cavsed me to leap from the berth, and rush on deck
scarcely awake. All was still ; but, looking towards the
forepact of the vessel, I saw issuing from the forchatch-
way a long, bright column of fire. The shrick of ‘Ho!'
(* Fire1') which had roused me, had been uttered by one
of the two hundred Chincese passengers on board.

Fascinated for a moment, I could not take my gaze
off the flame ay it leaped up perpendicularly through the
calm morning air, while 2 lurid glare, lighting up the
decks, grew in brightness as the flame increascd in
volume and roar.

Suddenly I spoke, as though addrussing some onc at
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my clbow, *We are on fire,’ then slowly descended to the
cabin ; havinyg dressed carcfully, and secured my papers,
witch, and revolver, I retnmned to the deck, where now
confusion and terror reigned.

Abuve the moaning and screaming of some twenty
Chinese women gathered about the cabin door, was
heard the hoarse but loud voice of the captain giving
arders (o the erew of Calassees running about the decks,
whe, with terificd faces, rendered hideous by the glare
of the fire, Inuhed like demons attending on the fire-god,
busy with the destruction of our vesel, 1 could not
remain idie amidst such a scene, so burried forward to
the captains, who stood, pale but stern, dirccting the
working of the fire-engines, and asked him if I could be
of any uw.  Without taking his eyes off the flame which
shut up through the hatchway in one unbroken maring
solumin, taenty feet high, he told me to gn and lock
after the Chinese womien, and keep them quict ; having
received his onders, I felt fiom that moment quite cool,
and returned ta the stern of the steamer,

It was just daylight, and the women recognising me
at once surrounded and clung to nie with all the energy
of despair, They were now perfectly quiet and dumb
with terror, while one or two of the clder women in hoarse
whispers asked me to save them, and in trying to comfort
the poor creatures 1 forgot my own fear, and succeeded
in making them all sit down on the deck.

T had scarccly ccased explaining to them that their
only safuty depended on remaining perfectly still, when
a slight breeze having sprung up caught the tall column



Strugple for Boats. 7

of flame still roaring from the hold of the vessel, and
forced it downwardy along the deck. This drove the
crew, hitherto vngaged with the fire-engines and buckets,
towards thestern.  As the heat of the flame reached us,
the calmness of my changes pave way, and, mixing with
the now panic-stricken crew and Chinamen, they rushed
to the boats,

The scene that cnsued was horrible ; the boats were
crowded with twice as many a3 they could carry, and
dozens of poor wretches, fearful lest they should be left
behind, still struggied to get in, while the more fortunate
occupants resisted them muost savapgely,

Seeing that it would be uwless to enter any of the
boats, 1 stood and contemplated the awful struggle for
safety.

All order and discipline were at an ond; those
of the crew who could not succeed in getting into any of
the boals made frantic ¢fforts to lower them into the sea
cach man worked independently of the other, so that
some of the boats were dropped from the davits and
smashed on touching the water, while another, suddenly
let go at the bow, hung to the davits by the stern, and
the crowd of people in her fell cut and struggrled together
in the waves. Five of thesix buats in the ship were thus
rendered useless, and more than a hundred ercatures
were hangzing on tn ropes, hen-coops, and the oars and
masts of the swamped boats floating round the ship
which had lost her way, owing to the engines having
been stopped on the breaking out of the fire,

The only remaining boat in the ship, a very large life-
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boat, lying on the guards of the paddle-box, had so far
resisted the efforts of the people to launch her. \When
it appeared certain that the last and best boat in the
ship was in dangrer of being lost, I hurried forward to the
captain, who, with the European officors and engineers,
were still bravely struggling with the flames, and told
him that five boats were uscless, and the last oncin a
fair way of being disabled ; when he heard this he rushed
aft to the arm rack, and bade me and my three Chinese,
who kept close to us, and were perfectly calm, to amn
ourselves with cutlasses and guard the lifchoat until his
return.

There were two other passengers on board, so these
gentlemen, together with myself and followers, after a
short struggle with the men who were making frantic
but idiotic efforts Lo launch the boat, suceceded in keeping
posscasion of her until the captain and some of the
engincers came, and in a cool manner set to work to
launch her. This was soon effected, and six men were
thrown into her, including my Chinese followers. The
captain then desired Lis three passengers to {follow, and
placed me in charge, with orders to pull off from the
ship, and commanded me not to approach until be
beckoned. He and his officers then returned to the fire.

\When we had got away from the ship, the yells and
curses of those on board were dreadful, and a hundred
hands were beld up, some entreating us to return, and
others cursing us for leaving them. The minuies that we
lay off that burning ship were most painful ; a number
of despairing fellow-creatures were lefi there with ao
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other altermative than death by fire or water, while we
in the boat were at least only exposed to gradual starva-
tion on the open sca

Any impulse to try and save the lives of those on
board was stificd by the knowledge that if our beat
approached the side of the vessel a hundred desperate
creatures would throw themscives into it and swamp her,
Thus for ncarly two hours did we lie off the burning
ship, watching the maddencd antics of thuse duspairing
ones on her decks,

In the meanwhile we were joined by another hoat, one
of those swamped in launching, which had been: baled
out by the Chinese women, a number of whom, clinging
to the davit ropes, galtantly helped thensselves, while a
crowd of men ran abuut the decks uttvly helpless ¥
was greatly pleased to see the women comparatively safe
under the care of the third officer. Their beavery in
rescuing this boat was grand ; they had run great risk in
the successful attempt, and one only out of the twenty
on board was drowned,

At last the volume of smoke from the vessel began to
clear away, and we could see the Europeans calnly at
work about the decks; shortly the smoke died o wuy
altogcther, Then a cheer rang out from the plucky
who had saved our ship from the flamus, and the ca
hailed us from the paddle-box. On going alongs e he
told us that the steamer had a great deal of walcrt n her,
and to prevent the boiler fires being drowncc':a' it 'a;
necessary that her engines should be set in mio” to
pump the water out, ha woklan,
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Having told this welcome news, he desired me to pull
rourn] and pick vp as many of the people who were
floating about on vary and spars, &c., as we could take
into the hfcboat. This was a pleasant task, and we soon
had our boat 55 full that for safety we were obliged to
make for the steamer, which steamed round uvs in a circle,
to get rid of our living freight. This done, we picked
up the rest, and then were taken onr board again.

The vessel lohed a wreek, but she was soon cleaned
up, and by noon we were steamingy away on our voyage.

From subwequent inquiries it was ascertained that the
fire originated in the fore-hold, which was filled with
crates of Chinese erocheryware packed with straw, and
among these a Celestial had stowed him-clf away for the
purpose of enjoying his opium smuke, and the little
lomp w~ed for lighting the opium having been over.
turned after he fll asleep. set fire to the straw.

Considering the length of time that the fire bumed,
and the combustible matetial which fed it, the ship
suffered little dumagre ; the woodwork of her fore com-
partment wax ncarly all burnt, some of the beams nearly
through, while the deck in some places was warped,
from the heat belew, and the cangu in this part of the
Viael was entirely destroyed.

COur casualties, considering the frightful panic of the
Chinwge and crew of Calassces, were very few; if 1
mm'-‘ﬂ}bcr riphtly, nine persons were reported to have
been dfwned, amung whom was only one woman.

But § the calm prevailing, the loss of life would

have by , dreadful ; and but for this fact, and the great



Ships Boats. s

bravery of the Europcan officers on board, ar fine a
vessel as cver fluated would have been lost, and, in all
human probability, I should not have fived to tell the
tale, for we were three hundred miles from the nearest
land,

Considering the number of souls constantly afloat

on the ccean, humdreds of miles away from land, and
the accidents so frequently occurring which nnder the
safety of the passengees dependent on boats, a briof
digression on the subject of ships' boats may be ex-
cused,
Having made perhaps as many ag thirly voyages in
as many diffcrent ships, I have never felt in any one
case that, had it been necessary to tahe to the bouts, we
shoutd have been saved by them,

Twice I have been in a position inwhich it was necessary
todpwer boats.  Once on a voyage up the China Sea,
when, our vessel having struck on a coral reef off Ui
Paracel group of islands, twu of the three boats on
board werc lowered, but one had the plug out, and
filled before she got away from the ship's side, and the
other was so Icaky that two men were kept baling the
whole time that she was cmployed in laying out an
anchor.

In the case of the ¢ Clan Alpine,’ although her boats
were fitted with oars, mants, water kegs, and lockers,
there was ncither bread nor water on board of them,
and if the fire had spread rapidly we should scarcely
have had time or opportunity to get provisions on
board. In many other cases I have known that not a
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single boat in the ship has been in readiness for
loweting, and many times on board our great occan
steamers 1 have trembled at the knowledge that much
precious time would be lost in provisioning boats, were
any emergency to require their nse,

I often thought that the pleasure of the voyage
would have been greater had T known that every boat
had bread and water in her. There is no reason why cvery
ship's boat should nut be fitted up with oars, masts,
and air-tight provision lackers, kept constantly full ; nor
why a weckly inspuection of hoats should not tahe place
an board of every ship, especially on our mail steamers,
and the result of such inepection be entered in the Jog-
baok, on the responsibility of the captain. It would
add to the efliciency of the boats in case of need, which
is preatly to be desired.

In lens than ten days after the occurrence of the fire
we arrived at Calcutta, where I was soon hospitably
enterttined by one of the merchant princes of India.



13

CHAPTER 1L

A SMORTING ETISODE,

Todian Oricstal Charncter—Iatroaluction fo 1ant Mam <1he Vaaoy on
Trade-tones =2 Shoting Eapedition - The ¢ smp—{igdt Linge—
Chare of 3 Leopard --A rave obl Boar = My bt 11—~ A dugurite
Charpe~The Wownded Mahou—Rotarn,

IT was just ten years since I had quitted India, as

a very young man, carrying away loose and hastily-

formed impressions of the country and people.  Amongst

the most distinct remembrances of that first visit were
those which probably most young men take with them
after a ycar or two spent in the country, namely, that it
is very hot, and that mosquitoes and niggers were created
solely for the annoyance of Europcans, Lven now, my
opinion as to the final cause of the insect is unchanged ;
but with regard to the nigger he exists no more in my
mind ; in his stead there is the man, representative of
the millions who collectively compose a great, industrious,
and peactable people

This change in opinion as to the native of India was
not the result of impressions hastily furmed on again
landing in the country, but rather the conclusion derived
from a long intercourse with the pcoples of other great
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Oriental countries —the Burmese, Malays, Chinese, and
Japanese,

Residence among them, and also a slight knowledge
of their languages, have enablud me to appreciate the
Oriental character.  Fverywhere supentitious, more or
foss ignorant, and extremcly semsitive to the slightest
wrong; when roused by real or fancied injustice, or an
insult to their seligious prejudices, turbalent, and crael in
the extreme; hut where governed with justice and properly
protected, always peace-loving, industrious, Jaw-abiding,
and contented.  Nowhere in the East will this opinion
reccive strunger confirmation than in British India, in
spite of aceasional flashes from the fast-expiring flame
of fanaticism, and the excusable pride of the rising
generation, conscious of its growing freedom from the
prejudice and ignorance of ages,

Some may consider the mention of these impressions
of Oriental character somewhat stale and unprofitable,
but they are recorded under the deep conviction that to
this view of the Oriental chasacter, and by acting on it,
are owing the success and safety with which I have
travelled amongst many peoples and tribes of Asia

A day or two after arriving at Calcutta, an official
invitation to dine at Government House brought me, for
the first time, into personal intercourse with that distin.
guished Viceroy, the lamented Earl of Mayo. Death
grives the survivors the privilege of paying, without being
charged with adulation, their tribute of admiration to
departed greatness.  Thus I may recall the urbanity of
the kindly host and the thoughtful intercst of the illus-
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trious statesman, which combined to clicit many storics
of the travels in China of which he had heand, and the
hopes of the projected journey. While exprossinge his
regret that the Government could not identify itself with
this scheme, he displayed the warmest interest in the
question of trade-routes between China and India, and
desired my attendance the next day fur 2 more thorough
discussion of the subject.

Attending at Government House at the time ap-
pointed, I found his Excellency and weveral distinguished
officials of his Governoxnt ready to enter upon the sul-
jeet, the impotance of which had evidently impressed
itself on the great mind which then influenced the
destinics of India i lixcellency at once led the way
to a table, on which lay a large map of Asia, and for
ncarly an hour sharply catechisitd me on all the countrics
I had visited.

Population, products, routes, rivery, and mountains
were all noticed with an accuracy which showed a
knowledge of JAsatic geogirath # very unusual; never
before or since have 1 comversed with any person, on
the subject of trade-routes in Asig, who wnas mure
completely at home on this topic than Lord Mayo, At
the termination of the interview, his lordship thanhed
me for the infurmating afforded, and, with & warm shake
of the hand, a~-ured me of his hearty gorxd wishes for
my future success,

VWhile writing these pages, after a rest from the self-
imposed task of trying to carry the blewings of com-
merce to the more secluded proples of Asia, I feel rich
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in the remembrance that my humble cndeavours gained
the sympathy and approval of so great a man as the
late Lord Mayo.

As busincss would compel me to remain in Calcutta
for & mounth or so, befure finally setting out, my host
proposixl a shouting oxpedition up country; and as
Bengral tigers were to be our game, 1 eagerly embraced
the opportunity of seving a little tigrer-shooting,

The district of Maldah was to be the scene of our
exploits, and the other members of the party were to
rendezvous on the banks of the Ganges, abuve Rampore
Boleah, from which point we were to shoot along the
banks of the river inland, as fur as the ruins of the old
city of Maldah,

All preparations having been made, Mr. Skinner and
myself left Calcutta by rail, and at the end of a day's
journey, visited one of his indigo plantations, near
the banks of the Ganges: a short ride next moming
brought us to the river, where a large bhoat awaited us,
embarking on hoard of which we continued up river,
and reached the rendezvous late in the afternoon,

Several of the party had already arrived, and the
camp, whith was pitched under some large tamarind
trees on the river bank, presented a most lively scene.

In and out of a spacious tent crected under the shade
of one of the largest trees, the native scrvants were
hurrying in all the bustle of preparing dinner for the
sahibs, while some twenty clephants, lazily swinging
their trunks, and attended by their noisy mahouts, were
picketed here and there under the trees.  In the back-
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ground were the horses of our party picketed in twos
and threes, with their syces rabbing them down, while a
large party of grass-cutters, cach bearing a bundle of
grass on her head, stood round screaming at the syces,
who, intent on driving a banygain, called them all sons of
names, amidst much laughing and bantering on both
sides.

The river, too, presented & busy scene. A number of
boats, like the one in which we had arrived, with large
cabins on deck, were being washed down after the day's
sail, while the smoke from a little fireplace in the stern
of cach spoke of active prcpa;atitms in the couking
line,

These boats, which arc used by the Furopeans for
river conveyances all along the Ganges, were to be our
slecping places, and very comfortable they were, the
cabin being fitted up with tables, chiests of drawers, bed-
places with mowquito curtains and bath-rooms ; in fact,
every convenience that can render life pleasant in
a boat.

Among the sahibs, the spirit of freemavonry which
seems to mahe all sportsmen brothers, speedily exercised
its wonted genial influence ; we all knew cach other, and
felt as though we had been friends for yeare Aftera
chat on the prospect of sport, some took a din in the
Ganges, and others set to work to arrange their boats
for the night.

After the evening toilet, the usual sherry and bitters
was handed round in each boat, and then we adjourned
to the tent for dinner.

c
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Oh, what a dinner that was!{ Aswe warmed to the
good cheer, several capital shikar yarns were told, some
calling forlh hearty laughter from the quaint manner of
the narmator; while others sent the blood coursing
through our veins, as cach exciting incident was related,
and drew forth many a silent prayer that we too might
muet with some such adventures ~prayers that for some
of us were answered to the fullest extent of our heart's
desire,

Thus, amidst exciting tales of narrow cscapes while
pig-sticking and tiger-shooting, the night drew on, until
our host, with the keen foresight of a thorough sports-
man, sugaested bud ;90 after ¢ just onc more glass,” we
took our way to the boats,

In spite of numerous mosquitoes which had forced
their way through the curtains, [slept well, and dreamed
of happy hunting-jrrounds, tigers, clephants, guns, and
decr, which eventually seemed all jumbled together in
a confusion of legs, trunks, stripes, and gun barrels,
ending in a Joud report, which awakened me, to find
that it was hroad daylight, and that one of the party
had fired off’ his gun close to our boat.

I was soon dressed and on shore; our camp was all
astir, seven clephants, each equipped with its howdah,
stond waiting for as many sahibs to mount, while numbers
of villagers, eagared as beaters, were [oitering about, each
armed with a Jong stick or spear.  As no pig-sticking
was 1o be dune on this the first day out, the syces were
unpicketing the horscs, and preparing to leave for the
next camping place, some ten miles farther up the river.
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After breakfast, having stowed rifles and ammunition
in the howdahs, the party mounted. and filed out of
camp—and a goodly company we were ; first, the seven
sahibs, each sitting in his howdah with & servant behind
him ; next, about twenty clephants to be used in beating ;
then the horses of the party, cach led by its syee and
followed by a grass-cutter ; and lastly a crowd of native
beaters.

About a mile from camp the sport began in a long
stretch of grass country, where the line of clephants
disturbed great numbers of black partiidizes and small
deer.

It was the first time that T had ever tried to shoot from
the howdah, and it was very difficult to maintain my
balance, but before the day wus over, 1 got my “ howdah
legs,” and had baggred a few partridge and snipee,

As we were not yut in good shikar ground, we camped
early in the afternoon ; most of the party were pretty
well tired, and turned-in carly after dinner.

For a day or two capital sport was met with at decr
and partridge, and the good shots soon came to the
front, but we had not yet come across the traces of any
tigers, so it was propased to give the clephants a day's
rest and turn out fur some pig-sticking ; and five of the
party, including mysclf, set off carly in the morning for
a streteh of thick grass jungle about two miles from camp.

In default of a horse, I mounted a pad elephant to
accompany the others, and beat up pigs, taking a fowling-
piece, in the hopes of picking up sume snipe and black
pastridge.
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sized pigs were speared, and what with the excitement
of the sport and the dclightful coolness of the day, the
spirits of the party rose high, and the death-wound of
every hoar was hailed by the native beaters, who saw
visions of a great feast, with loud shouts of dulight.

Continuing on acrins the plain, we reached another
batch of high grass. The beaters were scarcely into it
when a sounder of pig brole cover.  Each rider singled
out his boar, and dashed after it. One of the party,
L.-—, a nuted spear in Bengal, being better mounted
than the other two, got away after a splendid old boear
at a terrific pace; for nearly a mile L——"s finc Austra.
lian horse did his best, hut the old boar held his own
very pluckily. It really was a hard race, and at one
time it scemed, av T watched it from the top of the®
clephant, that pigny would get the best of it; but he
had a bold and determined spear behind him, and it soon
becamu evident that the horse was gaining,

The boar, perceiving that he could not reach fresh
cover, doubled back towards his old haunt, and then it
became a race of life and death for him. e had done
his best, and every stride now brought L—— closer to
him, until at last horse and boar raced alongside each
other, 50 close that the long flakes of foam biown from
the jaws of the pig dotted the flanks of the horse.  Now
was the time ; J.~——, rising in his stirrups, gave a mighty
thrust as his horse shot past the quarry. The boar, deeply
stricken, but too far behind the shoulder, stopped short,
while L——, unable to withdraw his spear, passed on,
leaving it sticking upright in the body of the boar.
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By this time the rest of the party had advanced to
within 2 few hundred yards of L——, who rode up for
another spear, and then returned to the encounter,

The boar had stoad champing his tecth in impotent
rage from the time of his being struck, but when he
perccived L—— coming towards him again the game
old patriarch charged right gallantly, L—— met him,
and dclivered another thrust which only seemed to
increase the anger of the boar. And now a runaing
fight was kept up; time after time was L—— charged,
and each time was the hoar reccived on his apear.  In
the meanwhile, another of the party came up, after having
despatched his pig ; he happened to be wounted ona
pony which, refused to face the savage looking enemy,
80 hc changed his mount for an iron-giey mare,
apparently a griffin at her work, for in the first charge
the boar inflicted a nasty eut on her off hind ley, and
thus disprsed of his new cnemy.

Again L—, on his splundid Australian, came to the
charge. The boar, though weak from loss of Llood, still
came gallantly on ; but as he rose to L—-"s spear he
tottered, and, staggering a yard or two, fill, and rolled
aver dead,

A more gallant encuunter than this I nev rwitnessed,
The savage and ditcrmined gameness of the boar was
only equalled by the horseman’s cool dasing; and 1
think, of all manly and brave ~ports, that of pig-ticking,
as practised by English shikarics in India, bears off the
paim.

As it was now long past midday, and all were satisfied
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with the bag, we returned to camp, where the rest of the
party had already assembled for tifin. ~ After this meal
we adjourncd to the boats to clean owur rifics and pre-
pare for the morrow, as some native shikaries had brought
in khubbur (news) of a tiger Iying in a nullak a few miles
from camp.

All were astir early next morning, and after a hurried
breakfast the howdahs were fixed, ammunition and lunch
stowed away, and the party started in quest of his
striped majesty,

The shikarics who had brought the news soon led us
to the nullah where the game had been scen. Here a
council was held by the veterans of our party, and the
prugramme of proceedings arranged.

We were divided into two parties, stationed along cither
side of the nullah, at distant points where the cover was
thinnest, 5o as 1o gel a shot as the tiger retrcated before
the beaters. When cach had taken up his station, the
elephants entered the head of the nullah and commenced
bueating down. We were soon aware that game was
afoot. The clephants’ keen scent discovered the tiger,
but somchow or other he managed to steal away to
another nullsh, and it was not until late in the day, when
most of the party were dismounted for lunch, that the
report of a rifle some distance ahead, accompanied by
loud shouts and the sharp angry screech of the elephants,
toid us that the first tiger had been bagged.

When the sucecssful sahib joined us, we learnt that it
had been an easy kill—one ball through the shouider had
laid low a magnificent male tiger, which shortly made
its appearance on the back of an elephant.
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Having admired its proportions, we were on the point
of mounting again, to make our way towards camp and
fill up the bag with a fow deer and partridges, when two
natives were scen hurrying towards us, shouting * Bagh !
bagh!® (tiger). This was welcome news, and we soen
learned that they had just seen a larpe tiper take to a
nullah not a quarter of a mile distant.  ur party were
speedily 8 route for his majesty’s domain, and on arriv-
ing at the nullah the order of battle was agtin formed.
Before the beaters had been at work half an hour the
report of a rifle some distance down the nuliah arnounced
that the encmy had made his apprarance. Aftar a few
minutes’ silence, a shout informed us that the <hat was
unsuccessful, and that the tiger had doublid back.
Presently a great hubbub amongr the ok phants in the
nullah, and the shouts of the frightened mahouts, an.
nounced that the tipur was amongst them, and there he
remained, apparcnily determined not to bwdge.

It so happened that I was stationt d on the side of the
nullah close to the beaters, and from my howdah I eould
see all that took place. The tiger Ly in some lunsg reeds,
and refused to budge. The clephants, one after the other,
declined to face him, and it appeared that his aijesty
intended quictly to remain where he was, At last, how.
ever, a huge male clephant, which, from 1ts cavaye temper,
had been purposely kept in the background, was brought
to the attack by his mahout, a thin, withered okl man.
It was grand to see the wrath of the clephant. 1lolding
his trunk aloft, and swaying about his mighty leps, he
stood for a minute or so uttering terrific rvars, until,
becoming perfectly (rantic, he dashed into the reeds and
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literally lifted the tiger on his ennrmous tusks, and threw
him right out of the nullah into the open,

I had a fair right and lcft shot, but my excitcment
was so great that I made a clean miss. A perfect shower
of Dalls was sent after the tiger as he made a short run
in the apen, but he reached the nullah, where, plunging
out of sight fur a mnment, he reappedred at the opposite
bank, and made off acmss country, giving me another
chance. A ball from my second barrel reached him, and
broke his spinc: this scaled his fate. Our host, who
was on the oppnsite bank, went up to him as he sat with
his hind-quarters paralysed and the rest of his body
raised on his fore-legs, looking magnificently defiant, and
quictly despatched him by putting a ball through his
head.

Satisficd with our first baer of tipers, we returned to
camp late in the cvening, tremendously hungry and very
proud of our day’s work.

While we were at dinner both the tigers were brought
into camp, attended by a great crowd of villagrers, who
had gathered from all the villages within miles of us,
and the moment that the tigera were taken off the ele-
phants the crowd made a rush and commenced fighting
amongat themselves for the tigers’ whiskers, which the
patives of India consider a sovereign preventive against
sickness,

During the next two days two other tigers were shot,
but being casy kills did not afford great sport. At theend
of thistime four of our party of seven men were obliged
to return, lcaving only our host, M——, and myself,
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For a day or two wc had some capital sport ; the bag
gradually sweiled to deer, black partridge, and chicere,
another bird of the partridge tribe; but we could get
nothing in the way of royalty for several days. At last,
however, we were rewarded for our trouble,

On the third moming after the separation of our
party, we commenced beating some high grass country
in the hope of finding an uatlying tiger, but for several
hours nathing was found save an occasional decr, and we
were begrinning to despair of findingy any more tigers,
when we unexpectedly came on a Jikdly-louking nullah
curving through the pliin in a hore <hw shape.  The
look of the country wae decidudly tivermh, and sent
a thrill of hope through us. A enuncil was at once held,
and M——, who knew the country, was comstituted
master of the ceremonies.

The beating clephants were formed into line, and a
mahout on an clephant stationed at the head of the
nullah. I was sent off to the bend of the pullah, while
our host and M—-- kept along the banks just in front
of the beaters.

“To reach my post I bad to cross to the apposite bank,
and in the passage over I olmerved the pugs of what
appeared to be an cnormous tiger. Stopping to examine
them, T was startied by a crash amonyr the reeds, The
tiger was afoot, 3o T gave the signal, but as it was not
understood, the party kept on beating towards me.

Scarcely had the beaters reached me when the mahout
at the head of the nullah began shouting and waving
his turban. Looking towards him, we saw a splendid
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tiger bounding across the plain, making his way to the
cther end of the nullah.

Again M—— marshalled his beaters, and made for
the point where the tiger had taken cover, while I again
took up my old position at the bend.

For half an hour or so 1 waiched the beaters steadily
working up the nullah, cvery inch of which was carefully
explored,  From the screeching of the elephants it was
plain that the tirer was just in front of them, and evi-
dently sulky at being so much disturbed.

Fvery minute now seemed an age, and Philip, who
did net seem to rclish such spurt, observed that English-
men were strange men to kil trgers for fun; in his
country no oncwould do thes hind of thing—it was worse
than highting men

At Lasg, the tiger broke cover in frunt of M——, the
report of whose nifle announced the fact.  The tiger kept
on m & straight line towards me, lus track being clearly
traced in the tall grass shaking as he bounded through
it. Anather shot from our host's rifle seemed to quicken
the noble brute’s pace, and he dashed into the nullah
within fifteen yards of me,

The very high grass of the plain had as yet prevented
me from sceing the tiger, and now, though within fifteen
yands, I could only tell his whereabouts by the shaking
of the reeds, as he lashed them with an angry sweep
of his tail,

It was cvident that the beast was sulky, and meant
mischief. e allowed the elephants almost to walk over
him before he broke cover again; then he sprang out
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with an angry roar, and clearing, with one bound, an
open space, crashed into the nullah again. 1 scarcely
know whether it was fear or speechless admiration for
the terrific rage of the animal that rendeted my arm
powerless ; certain it is that T dired toa late, and ntismd
him, and he again crouched in the reeds, within twenty
yards of me, uttering low angry giowls. The lephants,
however, again pressed on himy, and he teticated slonly
before them, still growling most ominously.

In the meanwhile T followed vn the opposite hand of
the nullah. and M had scareedy finishied warning me
to be on the fook-oot for a chamge, whon, with a Gorrdic
bound and ficree roar, the tiger sprany: hom the nuilah
and charged my clephant,

I pulled both barrels, but mi~sed, and then the fivree
brute fastened on to the roots of the cleplunt’s trunk
and commenced worrying him; the poor elephant
screeched mest piteously, and made frantic offorts to
shake off his rclentless enemy, but with no avail ; the
cruet fangs were deep in his trunk, and huge sharp claws
were lacerating his breast,

I was nearly shahen nut of the howduh ; the clephant
every now and then went down on lus knees, trying o
erush the tiger, which obiigged me to hold on with ane
hand, while I tried to cxtract the cartridges from my
rifle with the other; as luck would have it, the cartrid;ses
stuck hard and fast, and resisted my mast frantic eliorts
to draw them, Al this time the tiger scemed bent on
killing the clephant, whose car was all torn, and the
huge brute literally began to stagger from the loss uf the
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blood streaming from its trunk. At last, I threw down
the rifle, and snatched my fowling-piece from Philip,
who beld it ready.  The difficuity now was to get a shot.
I was obliged 1o hold on to the howdah with one hand,
while I leant uver the front, holding the gun with the
other hand ; in this way I fired off both barrels, and
miswed the tiger, but the smokhe in his face made him let
go hiv hold, and he staggerced back into the nullah,
rcached the opposite bank, and, before our host was
aware that the tiger bad left me, it had fastened on to
his clephant.  He made a good shot, and struck him in
the head, but the Dall somchow glanced off, only stunning
the brute, which rulled over, but, immediately recovering
itsclf, sprang on the clephant again from behind ; failing
to et a fimm hold, he fell again, and then, fooking about
him, caught ight of M——'s clephant, which he imme-
diately chanzed, but a well-directed ball sickened him,
and he turned off” into the jungle, carrying with him
another ball from M——'s rifle.

Meanwhile, as soon as my elephant found himself free,
he made a bolt for 3¢, crossed the nullah, and scuitled
off for five hundred yards before the mahout could
stop him, but at last, after great difficulty, we got the
frightened beast round again.

v As we were burrying back to the party, the mahout
called my attention to his leg, which had been fearfully
lacerated by the claws of the tiger; the calf seemed
almost torn off, and the blood was streaming from him,
so I gave him my pocket-handkerchief to tie above his
knee to prevent more loss of blood, and by the time he
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had fastened it on we reached the scene of action, A few
yards from M » 0 a patch of long prass, the tiger
bad sought refuyre, and apparently lay very quiet, for
the grass was perfuctly still, so we all reloaded, and
approachued the enemy in line; we came upon him, but
all was over, there he lay stretched out in all his mag-
aificent propottions—quite dead,

Belore dismountityy, however, we fired another volley
at him to malke sure, and then gave vent to 2 tivmphant
cheer. My mahout turned to me, and pontuag fisst to
his leg and then to the tifer, observed, * dalub, 1 can die
now that that devil is deadld)

We all felt that we had killed a royal Bengzal tiger,
and such a one as few shikanes mect with; he had
charged us all une after the other, and dusd game to the
last, after giving nealy two hours” hard wanh,

He provad an enormous full.prown male, measuring
eleven fect two indhes from tip to tip, and beautifully
marked, and 50 Deavy that the joint corts of three
mahouts proved insufficient to lift hins on to the Oy phant.

My mahout was now in such a2 bad way that I was
obliged to tuke him off to camp, ten nule s distant, on a
spare elephant.  The poor fellow soon Lunted frean loss
of blood, and I wa. obliged to sit noar him the whole
distance to keop the flics off his leg, which soon began
to swell horribly.  Vhilip, upon whom the enounter bad
made a great impression, amuwad me very mudh as we
rode along, by dulivering in his “pidgin” English, such

\g:emarks as, * Truly. master, you Englishmen are curicus
men's Do you mally fed a plessure in such dreadful
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scenes as these ? truly suppose I never have see this, my
ao can belivve. Ah, Chinamen never can do this kind
of busincss, he hieart too small!

Late in the afternoon we reached camp with the
wounded mahout, and managed to wash and dress his
wounds 2 little, and administer a slipht stimulant. Soon
after, the rest of the party came in, with the tiger and
the wounded clephant ; and as the news of our terrific
encounter had spread rapidly through the country, hun-
dreds of village people aceompanied them.

The mahout was at once despatched down-river to
Rampore Bolcah Hospital, where I afierwards saw him
fast rccovering from his wounds, and the clephant was
sent to o village ckme by to be taken care of until he
recovered.  Such was my last day's tiger-hunting in
Bengatl,

Neat moming we tumed our heads homewards, in-
tending to move siowly and do a little piy-sticking on
the way, but unfortunately, in crossing the Gangres, a
beautiful little Arab horse, belonping to our host, jumped
overboard and was drowned; this threw a damper over
us all. and we ducided on reluming to Rampore Buoleah,
whence 1 continued on to Calcutta, wishing to complete
my preparations for the start towards Thibet.
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India could in any way compete or take part with
Burinah in the trade with China, I could not under-
stand,

Wth regard 10 the other route, a memorial had recently
been  wddressed  ta Government by some influcntial
members of the commercial bady, praying for the survey
of a line of country frum the north-cast cormer of
Avam, through the Hookung Valley, in the north of
Burmah, te Bhama, advoested by the late Mr. F. A,
Goodenougl and "Mr. R, S. Mangles, with the view of
making 1he Reamapootre river the highway of a trade

S from Ching, having its emfrepiz at Caloutta.  The
T fian Government had declined to act on this memorial
Bengal ¢ 4 posult of my journey from China towards India

Nex$uid be honown ; hence the courteous invitation which

tendf yoceived fiom the Chamber to attend their meeting.

the  When called upon to state my views to the Chamber,
ber § ad Ittle diffivulty in convincing the members that
0" Caleuita condd never take parl in any overland trade

¥

with China. In the fist place, Western Chinz has not
produce sufficient to maintain a counsiderable export
trade, and the only trade that can ever spring up in
that direction will be, as already obscrved, the impor-
tation of picce pouds throngh Rangoon,

As to the route from Northern Assam to Western
Ching, the cooly labourers so much needed in Assam
might emigrate by such a road, but trade would not pass
the Irrawadidy, to travel three hundred miles overland,
and then descend the Bramapootra to Calcutta, thus
traversing 2 distance as great as that from Bhamo to
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imptessing a strange penple with the idea that our object
in approaching them is simply the exchange of produce.
Such vxpaditions are, I submit, with every respect for
the British mcrchant, much more likely to confirm the
impression thatwe are a nation of conquerurs,and assuch
mu,t be treated with reserve and suspicion, Let domd fide
English traders take an example from Mr. Shaw, who
Lately carried his teas to Yarkand, and carry their goods
from all our Indian possessions to China, Thibet, and any
neighbouring country that will take them at a paying
price, opon up trade by degrees in this way, and wherever
1t can find a footing then et the influence of the British
power protect it.  In this way only can Government
interfere in such matters with bonefit to the merchant ;
It the trader go fint, then the induence of his Govern-
ment, and then the teaching of the Missionary, if so be
that such enthusiasis must needs follow,

In thus comdemning the practice in vogue of late
years amonyr our mercantile communitics, of petitioning
Goiernment to explore fint one trade-route and then
the other, I would wish it to be distinctly understood
that my remarks are not intended to cast any slur upon
officers, cither civil or military, who have been enpaged
in such undertahings. I only contend that Government
expeditions, from the nature of their onganization and
the pelitical responsibility attaching to them, are totally
unfit instruments to be used in giving strength to new-
burn trade,

1t was now the middle of April, and no time was to be
fost in completing all preparations for our departure for
Assam.
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I happenud to mention my difficulty to a gentleman
who had just returncd from up-country, who there-
upon teld me that a regiment of Native Cavalry,
stationed at Umballah, had a nutaber of bagprage mules
16 dispose of,  This was certainly an apportunity ; but
ay Umballah was far anay in the Punjaub, the idea of
purchasing mules there, and then bringing them all the
way 1o Calentty, wemed out of the question.  True,
there was a raitrond the whole distance ; but the expense
of curiase was o serious abstacle.  Hore, however, the
good offics of my hind friend, the Late Mr, F. A
Goulenough, stood me ingroat stead.  On his mentioning
my difficulty to the manager of the Caleutta and Delhi
Railway, that gontleman very courteowsly offered a free
pass o Dol and bach, for mylf, senvants, and eight
mules.

Thu~ in onder to procure baggaye animals, it was
necessary to travel mer two thousand miles.  Fifteen
yuais age, 1 coukd scarcely have accomplished this dis-
fance in Inddia within a year, Now it is a matter of a
week.

My party was now diminished by the discharge of
Owhalee, the seoond interpreter, who had tumed out to
be an inveterate drunkard.

During my first expedition in China and Eastern
Thibet, T had often talked to my faithful follower, Philip,
of railways in Furope, especially when e would camp
in the evening, entirely exhausted after a long and
tedious day’s march, in which we had probably not made
more than ten miles in a direct line towards our destina-
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tion. Philip's delight. therefore, in the anticipation of
Iong journey by rail. was very great, and as Masie and
Lowtzang were egqually desitous to bchold the wonders
of the iron road, 1 took them to look after the mules,

Though T coulad il afird the time necessary to mahe
the jourmey to Umballah, T was not altopether <ony to
have an opportunity of weeing Delbi and the uther fansous
cities of Indix. T thetefme proprscd to oo to Unibailah
direct, and, having purdusd the mulcs, t0 bisng them
back by casy stages, and make a thy ing viat 10 0 swnpote
and Allshabad .\ journey of t oo day~ and twn wights
landed us at Delhi very dusty and tieal,

Leaving Ddihi shortly alter diy holit nest e, we
continued o to Turdwah, whare thye ouat annual fair
wias being held—the resnrt of losands of pal stiins Ham
all parts of the country, who fikk to the plae fur the
purpose of bathing in the sacrod waters of the Gang:

Fakeers in all sages of seligtioas fanafsei-m ate to b
seen dragging their gaunt Inxhies along; ina slogpy hste
less manner, stopping oweasionally to glae with ich,ous
hate on some Turopean attondding the fair, citho g for the
purpose of sightwsicing, or, hle my~ 1l in quest ol o
mount fromn amongst the nume tons drove s of horec s and
mules offered for sale by Porsian horseah adens

On our arrival at Yurdwaly, the banhs of the Guanges
presented a wonderful sight,  Thousatds of pil srims
were cncamped in little white tents on cithor Lank of
the Ganges, which flowwd in its dewnwaid cours: to the
sea just outside the town. Crowds of roally boantiful
women stood up to the waist in its crystal waters, wath
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their saturated drapery clinging tightly to their bodies,
displaying figures of the most exquisite symmetry.
Beyond the crowds on the banks large droves of horses
and cattle were kept in groups by the long whips and
shouts of their owners, Few sights in India arc better
calculated to repay the sight-scer than the Hurdwah
fair; but I was compelled to leave it the same night, as
there was no accommodation for a traveller.  The
Viceroy was shooting in the neighbourhood, and every
available nook and corner was taken up for those
belongring to the Viceregal party.

Next day we reached Umballah, and here 1 at last
met with what T wanted. when, by the ubliging assist-
ance of Capt. Jackson, of the Native Cavalry, to whom
1 had a letter of introduction, I was soon enabled to
procure eipht splendid mules,

Afler three days' delay in making the necessary
arrangements fuor the transport of my animals, we set
off on our return to Calcutta.

The boys Lowtzang and Masu proved but sorry
syces, heing afraid of the mules, whose temper was not
proof against the discomforts of railway travelling. I
had, therefure, to don a rough suit, and act as my own
muleteer —anything but a pleasant task. The thirst
of the mules scemed inextmguishable; whenever we
stopped long enough for the purpose, I got into their
truck, and when the pail of water was handed up
one, two, or three noses would be shoved into it, often
to the loss of the water, which would be upset in the
struggle.
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At Alizhabad, the mules, having been shunted on to
a side line, 1 sct off in quest of grass and grain; and
after making the necewsary purchases, without (hangings
my stable suit, and attended closely by a favounte buil-
dogr, went to an hotel for a bath and Jinner, biddiag
Philip follow with my portmanteau.

The landlord of the hotel, evidently a sporting rent,
was greatly struck by the look of my bulldog, and,
after condescendingly informing me that T conkl not
have a room, brusquely asked if the dog was for wale,

Feoling rather amused ol the manoer of mine hust,
and suddenly remembering that my appearance mig ht
have something to do with it, T touched my wap, and
obwerved that 1 had nnt thought of sclling the dogs, lat
if I could got my price for him, why, 1 would not mmd,
*Well! said mine howt, *what do you want lor hin 2
I replicd, not without a fear that he might take me
at my word, that I wanted five hundrad wpees for
Billy. ‘Pooh?! poch!’ raid the landiord ;<11 1} you
what Tl give you—two gold mohurs and a dink fur
him ; now what do you say 2’ However, T stuck to my
price, which greatly irritated this would-be nwna of
the bull-dog,

Philip now arrived with a cooly bearing my port.
mantcau. A fuw words in Chinese put him on his
guard, and I proceeded to inquire if there was not
another hoicl where a theatrical frunfe were staying.

Mine host, on this. jumped to the conclusion that T
must belong to this frompe, and ashed il such was mot
the case. Unable tu resist the inclinativn of amusing
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mysolf at the cxpense of so0 much inquisitiveness, T
replicd in the afiirmative.  He then asked me what
paris T took oo the <Lage, w0 1 replied, ¢ Comic tragedy.
tAb, wdll) rplicd hey, in a highly  condescending
manner, * 1 shall have a look at you to-night.

tHad now to cwape, I asked for a gharry, which,
on payment in advance, was praduced by the amiable
hent, whe, as a patling salutation, informed mc that
he would hase anolher talk with me about the ' dawg”

At the other hotel 1 was more fortunate in securing
quarters, and  after dinner T strolled into the theatre
in happy forgetfulnss of my johe of the afternoon

I had sarcely taken a seat, however, when mine host
walked in with o fiiend, and tool his place a fow scats
of. He son espicd e, and we «xchanged a nod of
recopnition,

In the covwrwe of the play I applauded a scene
Joudly, when mine host, adidressing his ncighbour, ob-.
served, ‘ Thete, you sue, that’s the way thewe theatrical
pueople do: that fellow there belongs to the froupe, and
Ieads the applauw.” a procveding which appeared to
tickle him amazingly.

After the first aet was over, he passed me on his way out,
and obseryed that he wanted to speak to me about my dog,

This was Dbecoming rather unpleasant; so, availing
myself of my acquaintance with the manager of the
theatre, whom I had met in China, ¥ escaped behind
the scenes, thus administering the fnishing  stroke
to mine host, who had no further opportunity of dealing,
as 1 left Allahabad by the midnight train, leaving Phlhp
to follow next day with the mules,
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Little now remained for me to dom the way of pre.
paration, Through the courtosy of Mr. Ashley ik,
I was provided with a letter of intodution to the
Commissionet of Assam, and a ktter 8o M Samdeman,
the J\ccountant-General, throvgh whowe Limdiess 1
arranged, in the abwenee of any bank~ in Awm, to
draw my funds thioush the Gouonnent boruy g
very great convenicnce— for whivh T am deeply andk htod
to that gentleman,

g won as Philip arrivad, T sent him with the twe
buys, the mules, and du,s ot Doand the steamuy < Pungauls,
Captain Llder, in which Mr Suthotlaml, aoomt ol the
company, had hindly ofivred a parsa o b my e and
party to Debrughur, 1 Northorn Aswam

I saw my party safily off, pronsing to join thom on
the fou‘ming Monday at Kot idh, on the Canen
the voyage from Calcutta, round by the Soomdobunis,
to Koushteal, occupying just a wedks; wlule the same
journey by rail can be accomplisheel in one ni bt

This, my last week in Calcutta, 1 vpxent chicfly in
letter-writing, and Lal iz leave of mume oz el wisla o
and, at lust, on the gth of May, | bade gosd byt my
Lind host, Mr. Shumner, and a paty of gonthanon
assembled at hi+ house in honour of iy departure, and
started to join my party.



CHAPTER IV.

Kexes 11 A 10 GUWIATTY.

The Framapewitia  Sesojeunse -0 hage of River lol—The Raymahal—
Tropue el 4 canprmesi—1'arine o of Lagin b ~Croundhes —Water
brahuv—Coaafpna — Gonh s Wants of a datin,

ON arriving at Kooshteah next moming, no steamer

was visible, but in the courwe of the afternown she

artived with her twoe flats in tow, one on cach side. and

I hurricd on board anxious to hear that all was well

The Chinamen were in capital spirits, and the mules

quite at Lome in their temporary stalls on deck, but my

favomite duog Mahmoud had «ddied the day before, from
an attack of pneumonia ; this was a great loss, for he was

a splendid watchedog, and would have buen most valuable

in the wild country of Thibet

We were detained three days at Kooshteah waiting
for canro. The steamer lay under the banks of the
river sheltered fiom the breeze, and the heat was fearful ;
during the day the thermometer stoud at 104° in the
shade, and registered 96° at night, so that on the fourth
day all were glad to quit our moorings and get out into
the broad waters of the Ganges, and theace into the

Bramapoutra at Goolunda.
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Once upon this niighty stream, hic again beame
bearable. The waters ftd by the snow. of 1lifnt,
covled the breeze nhinh blow~ ~teadily down atsc un at
this time of the year, and, as we faced it the cioet on e
exhausted fiames was almost mogicel We stietched
oursehes like men who had just tren boan o bong and
heavy sleep; my bulldugs whch for the guovous fuw
days had been pmyg histhsshy about the docly, abihe
indifferent to fosd amd caress s, stiead the ool ane, il
with a <hahe, scemed to thiow ol *he hitauy whoh
had for o long robbed hfe of ploasoie The nnlbos,
which had ~toud paticntly, dusus Tons hot day » with
hwging haads, gicctad the sl hn, naese with
whinnyings and playful atteopts te Ly hald of the
Calassees as they passud to and Bro along i doch

Among the passemgfors om board the chanse wis
equally apprudated  The heaty laugh was soon Siand
alomg the dechs, with the pop of the CDelatec paned'?
used in the mamufwtue of “pegs) o sy appopiate
name ghven to potations whih, m the day- of my
Indian griffinage, ~ome nfteen years o, wite aalied by
the less syraficant name of ‘htamly and  das”  Ladh
pop was followed by a longdrawn *aly) winch con s ned
to obinion the rumembiance of past won -, Fhos com-
munced our voyage up the Bramapotr,

On the cvening of the second day from Kooshte thwe
arrived at Scrapunge,. Thoie wasnotlun, te bu o in
the shape of a town: the only noprosantative of uvidia.
tion visible from the steamer was 2 large hemp fuctory

® Sold vatur
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muee than a mile inland, which was pointed out as
having, a yrar or two before, stand close to the river
bank. This indeed was evidence of the rapidity with
which the river changes its course, a characteristic,
peculiar to it, which affords one of the greatest obstacles
that navigators have to contend against in the Brama-
poutri

To give some idea of the uncertainty of this river's
courw, Mr. Sundeman, the Accountant-General in
Caleutta, gave me a copy of a map showing a survey of
the Bramapootra made less than une hundred years ago,
which marhs the old course of the river below Gowhatty,
more han fifly miles to the casiward of its present
channel

These rapid changes are unduubtedly attributable to
the depesits brought dunn by the annual floads, which
in one seison form huge sand-banks, and when left dry
in the winter months speedily become cos ered with rank
vegetation, forming, on the next rise of the river, great
barriers apainst the stream, which force its waters into
new channels,

The day alter leaving Scrajgunge, we anchored in the
evening alongside the stecamer * Rajmahal,” bound from
Northern Assam 10 Calcutta,

Afler we had safely moored, some of the passengers
from the other stcamer came on board to hear and
exchange news, and among them was a gentlenan who
made anxious enguirics for mysclf, Such 2 message
brought me quickly on deck, hearing that I was enquired
for, greatly wondering what any person coming from
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Awsam could want with me. I was not long hept in
suspensc, for a atranger cagerly groctod me exprossing
hia delight at the mctinmg, 1o onsire wlieh he had
come down-river {ropn Thbrughar, e then wont
to explain that he wa. annicus to aecompany me in
the journey to Thibet, having nrade all his proparations
in anticipation of this (vong, obsovan | also that, as e
umdertood survoying,, he conld Ly down the oot as
we went alomgs, Moo wos o ddomma, a geonth man
had positisaly journeyal oser oot Jandied ankes to
Join my in the oxpeditom,ondy o 1o by tobd that 1omkd
not cmwent to st Tt owas an omn aaens duty to
peaforny, but the very i v of b a pasen in my
] uty bent en casyameg a bt of i trae sils wath i,
and usieg them ameonrs the suspror ass talns we wonld
encounter erved me to nopdy that T nosctted that Jl
my armanaements hul Been made, amd it woubld he
impossibilc fir him Lo join ey paaty, but that if
he was bent o the same journey s my A6 1 hoped
we might have the phoweme of vt on thee soaed aned
comparing note s Ters wis a g at biow to my would-
be compnion, awl I head aftorwand that e com-
plained of want of courto sy on sy part s thas sefuing
hiv ompany.  Ta t wane of oy e, who we
inexperemed in the physical hatdships wnl mental
trialx to bu cncounterod in sih o jomsry, bould he
inclinal ¢ thin', that there was 2 il hre < in thos
refusin, to this Lonthman to join me, 1 omuout
crave their pativnce whiic 1 biicfly state my season, for
doing s¢,
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mare than a mile inland, which was pointed out as
having, a ycar or two before, stood close to the river
bank. This indeed was evidence of the rapidity with
which the river chanpes its course, a characteristic,
peculiar to it, which affords one of the greatest obstacles
that navigators have to contend against in the Brama-
pootra.

To give some idea of the uncertainty of this river’s
course, Mr. Sandeman, the Accountant-General in
Calcutta, gave me a copy of a map showing a survey of
the Bramapootra made less than one hundred years ago,
which marks the old course of the river below Gowhatty,
more than fifty miles to the castward of its present
channel.

These rapid changes are undoubtedly attributable to
the deposits brought down by the anaual floeds, which
in onu season fonu huge sand-banks, and when left dry
in the winter months speedily become covered with rank
vepretation, forming, on the next rise of the river, great
bagriers against the stream, which force its waters into
new channels,

The day after leaving Serajgunge, we anchored in the
evening alongside the steamer * Rajmahal,’ bound from
Northern Assam to Calcutta,

After we had safely moored, some of the passengers
from the other sicamer came on bvard to hear and
cxchange news, and among them was a gentleman who
made anxious enquiries for myself, Such a mcssage
brought me quickly on deck, hearing that I was enquired
for, greatly wondering what any person coming from
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Assam could want with me. I was not long kept in
suspense, for a stranger eagerly greeted me, expressing
his delight at the mceting, to cnsure which he had
come down-river, from Dcbrughur. He then went on
to explain that he was anxious to accompany me in
the journey to Thibet, having made all his preparations
in anticipation of this event, obscrving also that, as he
understood surveying, he could lay down the route as
we went aleng,  ITere was a dilemma, a gentleman
had positively journeyed over cight hundred miles to
join me in the expedition, only now to he told that I could
not consent to it. It was an ungracious duty to
perform, but the very idea of having a person in my
party bent on carrying a lot of instruments with him,
and using them among the suspicious tribes we would
encounter nerved me to reply that I regretted that all
my arrangements had been made, and it would be
impossible for him to join my party, but that if
he was bent on the same journcy as myself, I hoped
we might have the pleasure of meeting on the soad and
comparing notes.  This was a great blow to my would-
be companion, and 1 heard afterwards that he com-
plained of want of courtesy on my part in thus refusing
his company. Lest some of my rcaders, who are
inexperlenced in the physical hardships and mental
trials to be cncountered in such a journcy, should be
inclined to think that there was a churlishness in thus
refusing to allow this gentleman to join me, I must
crave their patience while I briefly statc my rcasons for

doing s0.



48 Kooshleak to Gowhatly.

Since boyhood T have read with avidity all books of
travel within my reach, and long before I was in a
position to undertake a pioncering journcy the perusal
of such works confirmed me in the opinion that the most
successful explorers of modern times have been those
who travelled alone.  In Africa I had the example of
that father of explorers, Livingrstone, besides those of
Baker, Burton, Reade, and others, men whose success as
skilful and brave cxplorers is undeniable, all of whom
travelled alone, sharing with no onc the merit of success
or the blame of defeat, In South America, Musters,
depending entircly on himself, travelled through Pata-
gonia successfully ; while Shaw, quite alone, reached
Kashgzar, and returned to India, making onc of the most
successful journcys in that part of Asia of his day.
Colunel Hannay, also alone, travelled from the Irmwaddy
to the Bramapootra, a journey which is now considered
almost impossibie, on account of the lawlessness of the
pueople inhabiting the intervening country.,

Such are a few of the most successful journeys which
have been accomplished by single individuals. It would
be an ungracious task to particularise those expeditions
in which what may be termed a partnership of explorers
has resulted in defcat, quarrels, and lasting enmity,
brought about by jealousy, and the close intercourse of
incompatible naturvs.

These are the considerations that have always induced
me to travel alone, and led to my declining a companion
on this occasion. True, I have been unsuccessful more
than once, but I alone bear the misfortuneé of defeat,
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envylng none greater success than myself. Nor when
I look back on the years I have spent alone, leading a
wild life, is their remembrance mixed with a regret that
the excitement and pleasure of that frce and unfettered
existence were ever marred by a thought of unkindness
towards a closc companion.

I can conceive nothing morce uncomfortable than to
be associated in an exploring expedition with two or
three other individuals, onc perhaps a surveyor, another
a botanist, geologist, or artist; another perhaps cares
for nothing but getting successfully through the journey ;
while a fourth possibly is bent on procuring commercial
statistics ; such a parly is morally certain to come to
grief in a strange and unknown country. The moment
any real difficulty occurs, the man anxious to get through
his journey naturally wishes to take the shortest route ;
the trader will advocate the meost populous rvad ; the
surveyor, having caught a glimpse of a very high moun.
tain on the right or Jeft, urges a short detour to enable
him to ascertain its height ; the naturalist, having been
told by a native of the country of some rare bird or bug
haunting a certain far-off neighbourhood, suggests a halt
while he gocs in chase ; the geologist, eager to follow
up some theory, perhaps lags behind, 2 constant source
of anxiety to his companions.

This state of things may be very well if everything
goes on smoothly, and there be no lack of provisions,
means of carriage, and no hostile tribes about; but
when these little difficultics arise, all hobbies succumb.
to pressing necessity, and a number of men with differe ¢

E
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tastes and ideas are suddenly thrown upon each other
for society day after day and week after week. Then
cumes the conflict. Therc may be one nominally in
command, but actual discipline is out of the question,
Yach individual sces things by the light of his own
candle ; opinions differ, discussions follow, and everyone
heing unconsciously sick of constantly listening to his
neighbour, becomes irritable,  Little unpleasantnesses
grow into puositive antagonism, and finally resolt in a
separation of the party, or its premature return to the
point of departure.

This picture, though it is not drawn altogether from
personal experience, nevertheless portrays what I always
expeet to hear of as the result of such an expedition,

It is doubtluss advisable for such a party to finish the
cxploration of 2 route that has previously been travelled
by some solitary explorer, but then only in casc of his
reporting favourably of the people through whose country
be has travelled, and of the means of transport and
facility of obtaining supplics. Under such circumstances
a large party might be expected to succeed, but not
otherwise, unless in very rare instances,

A single individual, untrammclled by numerous’ fol-
lowers, much baggage, and the opinions of others, will
succeed in getting through difficultics that would prove
fatal to the progress of a large party ; his utter helpless-
ness and dependence on the honour of savages stand him
in good stead. Ic is compelled to throw himself on

otheir protection, and treat them with a consideration
thatich a large party would hesitate to display; so that
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the pride and independence of the people would be roused
against them.

It must be remembered also that a large party cannot
be entertained by chicfs and others cither so long or with
the same freedom as a solitary individual, and that the
little baggage and articles of value that a shrewd explorer
will carry with him are not so likely to appcal to the
covetousness inherent in every savage,

My cxcuse for this digression on a subject of little
intercst to any save an explorer, must be a desire to
warn Intending travellers against the fatal mistake of
supposing that numbers, in all cases, denote strength,

Lcaving the steamer ‘Rajmahal’ next morning, at
daylight, we continued up river. The scenery on cither
bank was most uninteresting, the view being shut in by
a linc of trees growing down to the water's odge, the
forest occasionally giving place to extensive plains of tall
rced-like grass,

The river was now beginning to rise, masses of drift
floated down stream, while in many places the sandy
banks were beginning to cave in, and large landslips
accompanied by loud reports as they fell into the water,
were censtantly taking placc.

The increased current, consequent on the rise of the
river from the summer rains, which had now fairly set in,
greatly rerarded our progress and increased the difficulties
of navigation. Ugly sandbanks, some just covered and
others partially so, compelled us occasionally to cross the
tiver in search of the channel, and in this performance we
would often lose several miles already made, c

2
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The captain's duties never ceased from the time that
the anchor left the ground in the moming until we
brought up again at night, after accomplishing some
twenty miles ; while the leadsmen kept up their monoto-
nous chant all day.

After a day or two the first rise of water subsided a
little, partly uncovering numerous sandbanks, which
formed the basking places of innumerable crocodiles
(‘ lacerta gangetica’), the shooting of which afforded
some occasional sport.

This kind of crocodile, with its slender elongated snout
and unequal jagged-looking teeth, though presenting if
powible a more repulsive spectacle than the other kind
(lacerta crocodilus), with its flat head and cruel-looking
jaws, is comparatively harmless, and diflers from the
latter very much in ity habits.

The lacerta crocedilus, or alligator as some people call
it to distinguish it from the other, loves to haunt inland
morasses or sluggish crecks with slimy mud banks; he
is not fond of the decp swift running waters of large
rivers, although he is occasionally met with there, but I
believe only when pressed by hunger to go in search of
food.

With regard to the crocodile, I have never met him in
inland pools or up crecks any great distance from the
river ; he is a fisherman, and loves the broad waters with
a deep swift current, and is more cleanly than the alli-
gator, delighting to bask in the sunshine on the edge of
dry sandbanks in the middle of the river.

tha,While on the subject of crocodiles, I cannot refrain
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from exposing what I believe to be a common populay
fallacy regarding them. So much has been said about
the bullet-proof armour of this reptile, that many people
suppose it is very difficult to kill it ; such howewer is not
the case, a bullet striking onc either beforc or behind the
shoulder is gencrally fatal, and they blced to death very
quickly ; not, however, before, in many cases, wriggling
fishlike into the water, where they sink to the bottom and
die. The propensity of a mortally wounded alligator to
roll down the steep edge of a sandbank or the sloping
sides of a creck and disappear under water, is apt to
make onc believe that bullets have little effect on him ;
but I have shot scores of them, and have invariably found
that those which slid into the water after being well hit,
were dead not far off, while others which were shot
on the flat some distance from the edge of the sand-
banks would, on being struck, flounder about for a time,
furiously snapping their jaws, while a perfect fountain of
blackish blood spouted from the wound, causing death in
a very few minutes.

Crocodiles are not the oaly ugly reptile to be found in
the Bramapootra. Large water-snakes, both venomous
and harmless, are numerous.

It often happened that these large snakes coiled them-
selves round the rudder chains. On one occasion the
chains became jammed in some way, and it was necessary
to send a man down to clear them, A large snake, how-
ever, was coiled round them, which none of the crew
would venture to disturb, sothat the captain was obliged
to shoot it. ‘
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Often in the mornings the drift-wood congregated
round the paddie-whecls of the steamer would afford a
resting place for several snakes, beautiful in the brilliant
taricty of their colowred skins, The presence of these
reptiles was always unpleasant, and they invariably fell
victims to the dislike of some one on board,

On the cighth day from Koushteah we arrived at the
little station of Gwalpara, built on the summit of a hill,
rising abruptly from the left bank of the river. The
station consisted of aboutl two or three houses, occupicd
Iy the deputy-commissioner, doctor, and police officers.

On the second day from Gwalpara we entered a long
reach in the river, from which, as the heavy rain clouds
lifted, we occasionally caught a glimpse of the dark out-
lines of well-wowded hills bounding the horizon on cither
hand.

On the right bank a long bund shirted the river,
forming in these days a substantial monument of the
industry of the Asuamese people, of whom a remnant
now only remaing

This neiphbourhood affords still another monument
of their industrious and scttled habits but a century or
two since.  Nehind a large hill, twenty miles inland from
the right bank of the river, there stand in the centre of
a large Bheol or lake, surrounded for miles in every
dircctivn by dense tree jungle, the ruined arches of a
bridge, which formerly spanned the Bramapootra,

A turn in the river, which now flowed between low-
th&-oodml hills, afforded us a pleasant change of scene,
place of interminable grassy plains our eyes were
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delighted by the gentle slopes of the hills, decked with
groves of trees showing the luxuriant foliage and rich
shades of tropical vegetation, while in the distant per-
spective on the left bank lay the picturesque station of
Gowhatty, the seat of government in Assam. The little
white bungalows of the Commissioner and his staff, with
thosc of one or two tea-planters, peeping from amidst
the rich tropical foliage, together with numervus patches
of cultivation surrounding the huts of the Assamese
peasantry, on the hill sides, formed a pretty picture, and
reminded us that we were once more nearing the haunts
of men, and this pleasure was increased when we at last
let go our anchor opposite the station.

Scarcely had we brought up, when officials and planters
hurried on board to avail themselves of the fortnigtly
opportunity to ‘ kill time’ on board ‘the steamer” These
poor banished ones, far away from the delights of
Calcutta shops, were all very soon engaged in anxious
enquiry for soda and tonic water, Bass and brandy, eases
of which form a considerable portion of the upward
cargo. Grocerles and prescrved meats were eagerly
enquired for to vary the cverlasting fowl; for mutton
they have not, and beef is difficult to be got, for the
Assamese diglike selling their cattle—of which they
possess numercus herds--for slaughter.

The larders and store-rooms of our visitors having
been replenished, diligent enqniries were next made of
our patient and courteous captain for a thousand and
one articles, such as hats, boots, saddles, whips, gloves,
babies’ socks, ladies’ bonnets, a few cheeses, a chest ¢
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drawers, or even a cradle, for all of which he had received
a commission since his last trip, and which he had
brought up simply out of kindness to the unfortunate
men whose fate it is to live in Assam, This furious
demand for food and clothing is apt to leave a bad
impression on the mind of a new comer, but he needs
enly oncdity spent on shore at the house of any of the
hospitsvle residents to have his first bad impressions
thor-ughly cffaced by the abundant good cheer which
reigns around him,

During the evening T received an invitation from
Colonel Bivar—an old resident—to spend a day or two
with him, and as our stcamer would be detained for
cargo and some repairs, the opportunity thus afforded to
take a run on shore was cagerly embraced.
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CHAPTER V.
GOWHATTY TO DEBRUGHUR.

Umanander-—Tezpoore— Annual Fai- A Suilden Flood -A Dangeroun
Night ~Wild Bufinloes ~Dikhos Mookh Miskjaitors and Muley
Debraghur.

A SHORT halt at Gowhatty was made most pleasant by
the kindncss of the residents, who manifested great in-
terest in my success, and I embarked again 1o continuc
the voyage up the Bramapootra with the mast lively re-
membrances of the hospitality which had been so freely
extended to one who was in every sensc a stranger,

Steaming past the station we stcered for the main
channel of the river, running closc to the opposite bank.
The channe] here is very deep and narrow, and we passed
under the rocky island of Umanandecr, rising like a
pinnacle from the river, and covered with magnificent
trees, from the midst of which peeped the picturesque
domes of numerous Hindoo temples,

A few miles beyond this island the pretty green hills
recede from the river, which again opens out into a broad
stream, running through dreary plains of grass jungle, or
forests growing to the water's edge.

At the end of three days from Gowhatty we arrived
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at the station of Tezpoore, picturcsquely situated on a
range of low hills,

The annual fair of Tezpoore attracts a few Bhooteahs
and Thibetans, who bring down ponics, musk, and yak
tails, which they barter for rice and English piece goods.

The fact of these people visiting this fair has given
rise to the idea that Tezpoore will eventually become of
great importance as a trading station, from which Assam
will supply Bhontan and Central Thibet with tea. It is,
however, more probable that the trade which will at some
future day spring up here will never assume very great
propertions.  The scanty population of Bhootan, even if
they took all their brick tea and piece goods from Assam
could do little towards supporiing a great trade, while
Central Thibet will more casily draw her supplies of tea
by direct routes from Northern India instead of receiving
them by the longer and more difficult journey through
Bhootan.

Some have wondered why the Bhooteahs and Thi-
betan traders never purchase ta at Tezpoore, and it
doos seem strange that an article so greatly in demand
in their country should never be enqguired after; but this
apparent indifference is easily accounted for.  The retail
business in tea, as alrcady stated, is entircly in the hands
of the Lamas of Thibet, whosc influcnce is paramount
also in Bhootan, and all traders are forbidden, under
penalty of death, to deal in this article. Until this
monopoly ceases to cxist, and we have cstablished a
right to trade in Thibet, ncither that country or Bhootan
will take our Assam tea,
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After a few hours’ delay we continued on, leaving
behingd the picturesque neighbourhood of Tezpoare,

Every day now brought an increased rise in the river,
and the current became very strong. Three days'
journey from Tezpoore we anchored onc cvening in
comparatively slack water, under the right Lank of the
river, with cvery sign of an increasing flood. In the
main channel Iarge masses of drift were borne mpidly
down stream, Giant trees, with the green leaves still
on their branches, dotted the river everywherg, like green
islands, while their huge black trunks, twisting and turn-
ing in the eddies of the stream, locked like narine
monsters disporting themselves. T could scarcely refrain
from a shudder at the possibility of one of these logs
coming in contact with the vessel, which in the event of
a collision, would be inevitably picreed and founder.

The captains anxivus face, as he stood at the bow
watching these signs of coming flood convinced me that
my fecars were not without foundation, and on question-
ing him he told mec that we were now about to encounter
one of those sudden risings to which the Bramapootra
is subject every summer. At present we were safe
enough, but he feared that before the night was over we
should find oursclves opposed to the full force of the
current which, while he was speaking, scemed to gather
volume and strength,

Before turning in for the night, about ten c'clock,
the water had risen several fect, and the river bank
was being washed away rapidly, as was announced by
the oft-recurring reports of the landslips falling int
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the water. As yet, however, the two anchors held
bravely.

For some time I was kept awake by the roar of the
surroundling waters and the loud concussions of the
falling banks, while the grating sound of floating logs
as they ground along the vessel’s keel, kept alive all
sorts of apprchensions. In spite of such unpleasant
sounds I gradually dozed off to sleep for an hour or
more, at the end of which time I was awakened by a
lowd noise on duck and the stamping of feet.

Lcaving my cabin, which was on the deck of one of
the flats, T crossed over to the steamer, where the captain
with his crew were all on the alert.  The river had risen
many fect, and the force of the current setting towards
the ncarest bank, rushed past our vessel at a terrific rate,
carrying all before it Trees and floating islands of
drift were hurried along, and, mecting in their course the
steamer’s bows, formed huge masses across the two cables
by which her head was moored.

The weipht of this mass of dnift was enormous, and
prevented the vessels rising to the rush of water which
occasionally boited up over the bows, The aight was
pitch dark, thus rendering our position still more help-
less. We could not scek 2z safer anchorage for fear of
drifting on a sandbank in the dark, so there was nothing
for it but to hold on as long as possible, and in this
position we remained till three o'clock in the morning,
with the waters rising and current increasing.

So far, our four anchors had held pretty well, but the
Wandy bed of the river began to feel the cffects of the
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mighty flood which stirred it up, and the anchors began
to drag. In vain we paid out chain, The very bed of
the river scemed moving, and we drove helplessly Lefore
the flood for more than two miles.

I shall not rcadily forget the sensation fult on dis-
covering that we were being swept away down this
treacherous river ; at any moment we might strike some
bank, turned by the rising flood into a quicksand, and
sink out of sight. Truly, the position was uncomfort-
able. We were not yet, however, doomed to destruction,
At a lucky turn in the river, an eddy cayght thesvessels,
and carried them into slack water, where, our anchors
again taking hold, we lay till daylight, and then
weighed, and got into a nullah out of the main stream,
where we anchored again, and waited until the great
rise of the waters had a little subsided.

We were detained all day in the nullah, our view con-
fined by two walls of tall reeds, which grew on cither
bank, so that wc were glad to while away the weary
hours by a little practicc at the numcrous wild fowl,
which from time to time flew over the vesscl,

Towards night there was a sensible fall in the waters,
and next morning we left our retreat, and, crossing the
main stream of the river, made our way slowly along
under the left bank, taking advantage of the slack water
in the numerous channcls formed by sandbanks and
inland nullahs now filled with water.

While threading our way among the reedy islands,
formed by the waters entering these nullahs, our rifles
were often brought to bear upon the large herds of
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wild buffaloes making their way from the islands to the
main bank of the river.

Early nne morning the captain sent his servant with
word that a large herd of buffaloes were grazing on the
bank of the river some distance above us, and, as the
stecamer was making very slow way against the current,
we might pet a shot. This was welcome nows; the
chance of varying the monotony of the voyage by a
little rifle practice was too tempting to be resisted, so I
speadily joined the captain, whose battery was all ready.
We soon came upon the herd, guarded by a fine old
bull, with a pair of gigantic horns, grazing quictly on the
bank, apparently quite indifferent to the approach of the
steamer, for they looked i it with a little curiosity for a
moment or se, and then kept on feeding, confident in the
vigilance of the old bull, who, standing apart from the
herd, watched our approach,

Continuing along close to the bank, we at last came
abreast of them, within two bundred yards of the bull ;
the captain then fired, planting a ball in his ribs.  \When
struck, the old patriarch faced round, and bade us
defiance by an angry shake of the head, stamping his
fordout savagely. This was a signal for his sultanas,
with their offspring, to make for a thick grass jungle
close at hand, while the bull walked majestically after
them, seemingly too disdainful to run from danger in
the presence of those under his charge.

As we steamed on, we again came abreast of him,

. when he again halted to examine the strange object,
woresenting so fair a shot that the captain, who was a
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splendid marksman, planted another ball in his side
This secmed to sicken him, and he staggered off afler
the herd, stopping again, however, on the very edge of
the open to defy us with an angry shake of his head
before he finally sought shelter in the jungle, and disap-
peared.

He was a magnificent animal, standing ncarly sixteen
hands, with a fine pair of horns, cach measuring fully
five fect from buff' to tip. It seemed 2 pity to destroy
him, but wild buffalocs are so numerous in Assam, and
so destructive, as to be an absolute pest to the cnlti-
vators and owncrs of tame herds,

It often happens that a wild bull, driven from his own
herd for some misdemeanour, or by a successful rival,
takes up with a tamc herd in the ncighbourhoed, in
which case he kills every tame bull in the herd, often
inflicting a scrious lnss upon the owner. Nor do his
savage propensities stop here.  The herdsmen, when
they wvisit their herds, are often unsuspicious of his
presence until too late to cscape him, and numbers of
natives thus mect their death. When rendered desperate
by banishment from his wild companions, the buffalo
will attack anything., A tiger stands but little chance in
a fair fight with one of these outlawed monarchs of the
jungle. The buffalo is surc to come off congueror,
cither killing the tiger, or forcing him to seck safety in
flight. Few wild animals in Assam afford better sport
to the shikary, mounted on an clephant, than onc of
these solitary bulls, if he be overtaken in the open.  An
instance of this occurs to me in an adventure narrated by~
an old resident in Northern Assam.
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One hot, sultry momfng, during the rainy season,
he mounted his pad clephant, which he had trained to
shikar, and sallied forth from his tea plantation, situated
on the Dching river, near to Debrughur ; and, after a
short journcy through the dense jungle surrounding his
place, camc out on a large open, covered with wild
paddy.¥* In the centre of this clearing he espied several
buffaloes, which, from their evident indifference to his
approach, he mistook in the distance for tame ones.
Befure he had proceeded far, however, he discovered that
they were jungle wallahs,} in charge of a fine old bull.

True 10 a hunter's instincts, the shikary singled out
the old bull, and, geiting within easy distance of him,
fired. The buffalo reccived this ball without flinching,
and came down upon him with a grand charge. A
second ball stopped him within a yard or two of the
clephant; only for a minute or two, however, for,
recovering himself, he charged again and again—nine
times—receiving a ball cach time, till at last he dropped
from loss of bloud, but not before inflicting a terrible
wound on the ¢lephant.

As a rule, 2 wounded buffale will make for cover, if
ncar at band ; bul if hit hard in the open, he becomes
a most determined assailant.

Only forty miles remaincd to complete our voyage
to Debrughur when we anchored for the night at the
mouth of the Dikhoo river.

* Rice.

t Mindoostance term applied to wild animals to datingnish them from

;x‘kamm

\
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A few miles above the mouth of this river, on the
left bank, lie the ruins of an old Assamese fort, opposite
to the station of Scep Saugor, which has sprung up amidst
the ruins of what was formerly a large Assamese town.

Scveral large tanks, in a state of fair preservation,
with two fine old Iindoo temples still remain to testify
to the energy and civilization formerly characturistic
of the Assamcse, which form a striking contrast to the
Iethargic existence of the present scanty population,

The contemplatidn of these ruins, surrounded by an
almost impracticable jungle, which has over-grown the
once fertile and well-cultivated ficlds of a people that
have almost passed away, is calculated to strike one with
an intense desire to learn more of the history of those
terrible events, which have robbed a fertile country of a
large and industrious population, and converted it into a
wilderness of swampy forest, breeding dewldly miasma,
and teeming with wild beasts and reptiles.

The mouth of the Dikhoo river has oblained an unen-
viable notoriety from the swarms of insatiable mosquitoces
which attack man and beast most viciously.

I have suffered from the attack of mosquitoes in
several countries, cspecially on the banks of the Irra-
waddy in Burmah ; but the Dikhoo mosquito is the most
venomous that I ever encountered.

Their envenomed attacks soon drove all from the usual
evening lounge on deck, to scek refuge in bed under the
mosquito curtains; but in less than an hour every one
was on deck again in a state of absolute torment, and
sicep was out of the question.

¥
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The men were not the only unfortunates. My poor
mules on first feeling themselves attacked, kept up a
perpetual movement of the hoofs, performing a sort of
diabelical tattoo on the decks ; but this mild resentment
soon quickened into a much more active demonstration
on their part.

Each anima! being merely scparated from his neigh-
bour by & single bamboo pole, lashed from an upright
butween the upper and lewer deck, and secured to the
bhulwarks, there was nothing to prevent them kicking
or biting cach other, so that when the stings of the
mosquitoes had fairly driven them frantic, each began to
resent the attack by attacking his neighbour, No sconer
had wequicted one pair of combatants, then anotherfrantic
animal severely stung, would lay hold of his neighbour
with a loud squeal, and in the cnsuing struggle their
neighbours would come in for a kick, and so "the whole
lot of them at last sct to, and in the scufflc onc or two
of them broke loose and stampeded round the deck,
biting and kicking at every one whe approached. The
captain hearing the noise in the middle of the night, at
last came to my assistance, with some of the crew, and
after a great deal of trouble, the mules were once more
secured,  Still, however, they were restless and struggled
to free themselves, so much so that we were at last
obliged 1o light a straw fire on the bank alongside
and fan the smoke in upon the mules, by which means
we kept off their liftle buzzing tormentors until daylight,
when with the first rays of dawn the mosquitoes departed
leaving mysclf and the poor mules to snatch an hour
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or two's rest.  On turning out again about cight o'clock,
my face and hands were much swollen from the effects
of bites, and on going to visit the mules I found their
sleck fat sides and flanks covered with lumps, the size
of a nut, raised by the venomous stings of the Dikhou
mosquitoes, whose acquaintance I hope never Lo renew.

At Dikhoo Mookh,® one of the flats was to e left, and
the necessary transhipment of a lot of cargo and the
mules, from the flat 10 the steamer, detained us here
till nearly midday, Next morming, when getting under
weigh, just after daylight, the engine broke down, causing
a delay of several hours, till repairs were eifected.  After
a fresh start, while passing the mouth of the bching
river, a dugout,} with a couple of men, shot out from the
bank, and one of the crew came on board with a letter
for me from Mr. Jenkins, a tea planter on the Dehing,
offering me the use of his bungalew during my stay at
Debrughur. This was wclcome news, as relicving a
secret anxiety as to quarters, house-roum being, as I had
been told, very precivus at this station, and living in
tents out of the question now that the rains had set in.

At 3.30 we arrived at the month of the Debru river,
about six miles below the station of Debrughur, and
anchored for the night, Iere I was met by Captain
Gregory, the Deputy-Commissioner, and drove up to the
station with him, leaving my party to follow in the
steamer next day. It was a rclief to have completed our
voyage of nine hundred miles up the Drainapootra,

* Assamewe Lerm sigmifying mouth of 2 rive.
+ Lance,
r i
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which had oceupied twenty-four days, The remaining
distance of «ixty miles, between Debrughur and the
fronticr station of Sudiya would have to be performed
in a native boat, but I looked furward to the change with
pleasure, not perhaps without some forcbedings that the
setting in of the summer rains, would compel a long stay
in Duebrughur, before proceeding further north towards
Thibet, forebodings which were soon realized,
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CHAPTER VI
UI'PER ASSAM,

Unexpected Delay ~The Wet Segwon - Assamese Calamities - Tepopula
Luion —The Cuoly Question  Mistahen Legislaion A Tw Plana-
tivn — Coltivation of Tea— Mumulictne Ruins  Bufton Quaul
Yarrots.

IT soon appeared that the quarters placed at my dis-

posal at Debrughur, would become my residence for the

next three months, during which it woulkd be impossible
to proceed beyond Sudiya. The rains had driven all
the tribes back to their hills, while the suolien Brama-
pootra and its numerous tributaries had renderced the
roads leading from the plains 10 the hills utterly impass-
able. The only choice therefore lay between selecting

Debrughur or Sudiya as a residence, and [ chose the

former place for my summer quarters.

This enforced delay was uncxpected. My great desire
when setting out from Calcuita had been to reach the
highlands of the Mishmee hills before the rain set in, so
as to escape that most tiresome of diseascs, Assam fever,
so prevalent in the plains during the summer months.
The mins, however, bad set in carlier than vsual, and the
time lost on the up-voyage, in consequence of the floods, |
had upset my calculations. It was impossible to rcpr?(
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the apynchensions that some of our party might be
prostrated by fever, for Masu and Lowtzang had already
begun 1o suffer frm the damp heat of the climate.

Thue was scme consolation in the thought that this

enforced resid-nce in JAssam would enable me to learns
womd thing of the language, a knowledge of which would
be of inewt Mabke senice in communicating with the tribe
on the fontiers, It would be impossible to reach the
Mi-hpet hills now before December, and by that time
the roacts in Thibet would be rendered impassable by
40w, so that it would De necessary to remain with the
Mishmees until the following spring, and then advance
into Thilkt,

Such was now the prospect before us, and I set to work
to make omsches as comfortable as possible under the
circumstances.

The native town of Debrughur consisted of a long row
of brick and mat built houses along the left bank of the
Debru river, ncarly all occupivd by native traders from
Calcutta, and almost constituting a bazaar, in the rear of
which a few Assamese dwellings of mud or bamboo mat
walls, thatched with reeds or straw, comprise the whole of
the native town.

About a half a mile furtheg up the river on the same
bank, are the barracks of a regiment of Assam Light
Infantry, while a few scattered bungalows occupied by
the civil and military officers, with a church, a gaol, and
2 large heap of ruins called the new Cutcherry or Court
House, form the European part of the station,

There is nothing inviting about the place, and but
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for the proverbial hospitality of the Sahibs and their
ladies, residence at Debrughur would have been most
dreary.

Day after day a constant down-pour of rain madc out-
door excursions so impossible that T rarely left the house,
save for an hour or so in an evening, when a slight break
in the showers afforded a chance for a stroll along the
river bank.

The never-ceasing patter, patter, and drop, drop, of the
rain, has a most dcpressing effect even on those who are
accustomed to a wet monsoon. ¥ tried to cscape from
the ennui by making mysclf acquainted with the history
and condition of the country.

Some remarks on Assam may take the place of o
record of life at Debrughur in the wet scason, And
the reader may be assured that he is a gainer by the
exchange.

Assam compriscs the whole valley of the Bramapootra,
extending over an area of more than thirty thousand square
miles. To the north and north-cast a range of high moun-
tains, inhabited by numerous tribes of Bhooteahs, Abors,
and Mishmees, divides it from the countries of 1hnotan
and Thibet. On the west it joins Bengal.  On the south
and south-east, another mountainous region, inbhabited
by innumerable tribes, scparates it from Burmah, Thaus,
Assam may be literally described as a long curving
valley of an average width of from sixty to seventy
miles, completcly walled in by mountains inhabited by
tribes more or less savage.

Its ancient history, in which the legendary clement is
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more than usually strong, would require a volume to do
it justice, and those who may have a wish to know more of
it, are recommended to read a work on Assam, published
by W. Rohinsnn in 18471,

For cur present purpose, as intending to give a brief
sketeh of those circumstances which have so greatly
influenced the social and political welfare of the country,
it will suffice to begin with the reign of the Ahom King,
Chukapah,

The Altoms, or first conquerors of Assam, were a fine
warlike race of people belonging to the Shan family, in-
habiting the north-cast of Burmah, whence they are sup-
posed to have advanced into Assam about the beginning
of the thirtcenth century.

Under the energetic reign of the Ahom dynasty, the
country scems {o have thriven fairly, until about the end
of the cighteenth century, when, after a long series of
internecine struggles, Gourecnath, the reigning king,
applied to the Last India Company for assistance
agminst hix enemies.

It was thought advisable by the Company at that time
to put an end to the domestic inquietude reigning in
Assam, and some troops were despatched to Gowhatty
nnder Captain Welsh, who in a very short time restored
perfect order ; but this officer’s cfforts in this direction
had scarcely been crowned with success when orders were
sent to withdraw the British protection from the country.
And from this time began that frightful chain of calami-
ties which may be said to have literally depopulated the
country.
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Rebellion followed on rebellion until, in 1809, the
reigning Raja again petitioned the Indian Government
for assistance. A fatal policy of non-interference led to
a rcfusal, and the agent of the Raja applied to the court
of Burmah. This Government, delighted at the oppor-
tunity of increasing their influence in the direction of
India, despatched a small army across the Patkoi range,
which was shortly followed by another army of sixty
thousand men.

The supposed allics swept over the unfortunate
country like a cloud of locusts eating up ity very vitals.
Invited as proteciors, the Burmese soon became the
possessors of Assam, committing the maost frightful
excesscs, until at last they even threatened our Indian
frontiers. This audacious conduct on the part of the
Burmcse led to war between Burmah and the East India
Company, which finally resulted in the former being
driven from the country, which was then formally annexed
to our Indian possessions in 1827,

Unfortunately for Assam the interference of the British
had come too late Following in the foetsieps of the
Burmese invaders, the tribes of the surrounding hills
descended into the plains, and carried thuse of the popu-
lation who had escaped the sword of the Burman back
to the hills as captives ; so that, instead of a prosperous
country, with a large and flourishing population, the
British found it waste and all but depopulated,

Of all the countrics bordering on India which have
come into British possession, there is none whose history
is s0 mournful as Assam, nonec wherein mistaken pelicy
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on the part of the Indian Government in the last century
iy recorded in more painful evidences. Jlad we but
maintained the protectorate from 17g2, when Captain
Welsh was first sent into the country to restore order,
a whole population might have been saved, and the
country would have been at this moment, instead of a
dense jungle with the scanty remains of an energetic
population sunk in apathy and vice, a happy and pros-
perous Jand of plenty,

In speaking of the present scanty population of the
country, 1 do not forget that one or two districts are
fairly populated, as for instance, those of Kamrup and
Gwalpara, forming merc spots, however, in the great
Assam jungle, and as such arc not in any way to be
considered as contradicting the assertion that there exists
now only a remnant of its former populatiun,

The discovery of the indigenous tea plant, by Mr,
Robert Bruce in 1823, was the first impetus given to
the progress of our new pussession, and since then the
cultivation of tea has assumed such great proportions as
to justify the hope that it would become the means of
reclaiming the country from the dense jungle which has
so rapidly overspread it

This hope, though it may not be entirely crushed, is
far from being realised, Scarcity of labour has so far
proved toc much for the energy of British capital, and
has caused great loss to the planters.

The Assamese population, to whom the early planters
might reasonably have looked for labour, proved utterly
uscless, Sunk in idleness and vice, and surrounded by
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an almost virgin soil, yiclding an abundant return to
their lazy cfiorts at cultivation, they will not labour
more than just sufficient to provide themselves with the
necessaries of life,

This disinclination on the part of the Assamese to
work for the planters caused the latter to scek labour
in Bengal, whence they imported it to Assam at an
enormous cost. In spite of this the cultivation of tea
paid well at one time, and if the planters bad been
allowed to procure labour in their own way, consistent,
of coursec, with justice to Lthe labourer, there is no doubt
that much capital which has been lost in 1ca cultivation
would, at this moment, have been waging a progressive
and successful war of cxtermination against the giant
jungle which holds the country in possession,

Instead of allowing the law of supply and demand,
with regard to labour, to work itself out in Assam as in
other countries, an utterly unjust reporl of cruclty on
the part of the planters towards their coolies was made
the foundation for legislation on behalf of the labourer,
which has given the death-blow to progress in that
country.

While the cooly was legislated for, the planter and
capitalist were forgotten. As the former was imported
at a cost of ten pounds a head to the latter, under an
agrecement for three years' service, it is difficult to con-
ceive that the planters could have systematically ill-
treated their labourers, in spitc of an increasing demand
and the protection of district courts always accessible to |,
the cooly. Thesc courts were strong as against the
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planter, but absnlutely weak as against the cooly. Such
a statement appears strange, but it is nevertheless true.
As an instance, onc planter, whosc acquaintance I made,
imported a number of coolics, at an outlay of several
thousand rupecs, under an agreement to serve three
ycars, and to repay cost of their passage to Assam. On
arrivitl the coolies were displeased with the country, and
dismayed at the reports of fever-laden jungles and so
forth; conscquently, they had not been long at the
plantation before a great many of them left him and
refused to work., Of course there was redress. for the
planter, but such redress was a punishment to him. He
could take his coolies 1o court, have them imprisoned
for a year, and import others in their place, for labour
he must have, or his crop would be lost. The refractory
coolies weat to gaol with pleasure for a year, as at the
expiration of their term of imprisonment the law re.
Ieased them from their agreement, and, on being libe-
rated, they could offer themselves to the same planter,
at an increased rate of wages, without buing compelled
to repay him the cost of their passage. Such was the
working of legislation in favour of planters, and more
unsatisfactory relations than those which existed between
planters and labourers, during my stay in the country,
it wos impossible to conceive.

After 1 had been some little time in Debrughur, I
accepted an invitation from Mr. jenkins, to visit him
at the Dehing Company's tea gardens, situated some
twenty miles distant, on the banks of the Dehing river,

The prospect of a change was most welcome, =o that
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it was with feelings of great pleasure that, a fow mornings
after receiving his invitation, Philip and 1 mounted a
couple of elephants, sent by our host on the previvus
day.

The slouching gait of clephants, after a fow miles,
becomes simple torture tow those scated on their backs,
unless they are accustomed to this mode of travel, so
that Philip and myself arrived at the plantation utterly
exhausted from the jolting and intense heat, and heartily
sick of this first ride through the Assam jungle,

The hospitality of our host, however, soon revived us,
while the prospect of inwpecting the plantation and
leaming semething of the mode of manufacturing 1¢a,
formed a delightinl contrast io the humdrum routine,
which had rendered Debrughur aimost unbearable,

On the following morning I visited the plantation in
company with my host, wha, speedily engaged in attend-
ing to his business, lcft me for awhile to walk about, thus
giving me an opportunity, while 1 sauntered about, to
enjoy the cool morning air, and watch the coolies picking
the leaves for manufacture.

The plantation was very extensive, many acres of
ground being planted with healthy-looking trees in
uniform rows, about three or four fect apart, somewhat
resembling neatly-trimmed box trees, every tree being
carefully clipped, and perfectly flat on the top, which
imparted a unique regularity to the plantation.

There are three kinds of tca plant grown in Assam:
the Indigenous, the Chinese, and the IIybrid species,
The first grows well, and is a small, bushy plant, culti
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vated to about eighteen inches in height, with a very
thick foliage of small leaves, The second is a taller and
strongrer-tooking plant, about three feet in height, with a
larger leaf, which when manufactured, yiclds a dark
strong-flnoured brew. The third, or hybrid plant, is
cultivated to a height of two feet or thereabouts; isa
very hardy plant, much in favour among the planters,

The cultivation of tea requires great attention; con-
stant hoeing is necessary to keep the plants free from
weeds during the gathering scason, for at that time of
the year, from May to Scptember, the constant rains
saturate the carth, which acted upon by the great heat
of the sun, produces vegetation in a marvellous manner,
Constant and judicious clipping is also of great import-
ance, 80 as to produce an abundance of young tender
shoots, the leaves from which are those used in the
manufacture of the best tea,

During the making season the work-people must be
cunstantly on the aleit, for 2 night’s rain with an hour
or two of sunshine in the morning, is sufficient to cause
the young shoots to open out their leaves, which must
be gathered at once, 1wenty-four hours often being suffi-
cient to impart a crispness to the leaf which renders it
useless for manufacture.  Under these circumstances it
is vasy to conceive how much the planters have to
depend upon the honesty and willingness of their
labourers, who can at any time, by refusing to tum out,
inflict a scvere loss upon their employer, and yet one
hears from time to time of strong laws being passed to
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81
protect the cooly from the planter, as thoug,

were not entirely in the hands of the coolics, 'dity. In

An illustration of this which occurred dwand the
visit may show that this assertion is not too stro, boxes
neighbouring planter came in onc morning on higain
to the Court at Debrughur, whither he was bound of
procure warrants for the apprehension of seme absentée
without leave., He incidentally remarked that all his
labourers had had a fight amoeng themselves, and accord-
ingly refused to work that morning, It was a scrious
loss, as the young leaves ready to be picked that day
would by the next morning have deteriorated in quality.
1 suggested that they deserved punishment.  The planter
replied that to punish them: would be the same as fining
himself several thousand rupees, and one day’s loss was
better than many., It was plain that while the conlics
were attending at Court, or suffering imprisonment, they
could pick no tea.

Whilc Assam is locked upon as a land of banishment
to which few Government servants like to e sent, and
a9 long as the visits of high officials are confined to the
cool and broad water highway of the Bramapoutra, there
is little hope that the progress of the country will be
cither rapid or satisfactory.

The establishment of a Chicf Commissioncrship for
Assam would be an experiment, the success of which
might earn distinction for some cnergetic Viceroy, if the
Bengal Government could only be persuaded to detach
this province from its jurisdiction.

After spending some time in walking about the plan-
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tation, ;:?shown through the Godowns, where a num-
ber of le were busy manufucturing the icaf into tea,
A shog description of the mode of manufacturing it
may, Plrhaps, interest some of my readers.
Otkide the tea-house were large mats on which fresh-
gatlered leaves were spread, and these leaves, as they
beame slightly withered and tough, were carried into
¢ rovm in the tea-house, where they were carefully
cxamined, and all large and coarse leaves taken out,
After this they were handed to men called rollers, who
proceeded to roll them gently, in large handfuls, on 2
board, until they were bruised without being broken.
Under this process, which requires great skill and deli-
cacy of manufacture, both hands being used very swiftly,
with a peculiar turn of the wrist, the leaves cxude a
juice, and assume that peculiar twisted or rolled appear-
ance to be noticed in the article when ready for consump-
tion. As cach handful of tea showed by the twist in the
leaf that it had been sufficicntly rolled, it was slightly
pressed into 2 ball and laid aside to ferment for longer
ot shorter intervals, according to the strength of the tea
reguired.  This rolling and fermenting process occupies,
perhaps, a couple of days, more or less, after which the
balls are carcfully broken up and spread on mats or iron
pans, which are then placed in the sun or over slow
ovens, to dry off, this drying process also requiring the
greatest care lest the leaf should be over baked.
After this drying process the tea is again carefully
picked and sifted; all large discoloured leaves and
foreign substances are removed, generally by women or
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girls, whose deft fingers work with great mpidity. In
the sifting process all dust and grit is got rid of, and the
tea rendered fit for packing in the large lcad-lined boxes
in which it is exported to Calcutta. Here it is apain
manipulated, probably not to its advantage, or that of
the English consumer, for whom it is repacked in the
familiar tea-chests.

The above is merely a sketch of the process of tea-
making, but will serve to give my readers some idea of
the mode of manufacturc without troubling them with
any elaborate details of the aat.

In the centre of the plantation there stand the ruins
of an ancient temple, with a splendid avenue of nahor
trees leading to them. These ruins and avenue werc
discovered when the plantation was cleared from dense
jungle, and afford one of those many cvidences of the
rapid growth of jungle consequent on the decay of popu-
lation, for the whole of the surrounding country is a
dense swampy forest of giant trees.

For several days I visited the plantation in company
with my host, and while he attended to his business of
superintendent I amuscd mysclf by shooting numbers of
a diminutive species of quail, known as the button quail.
This little hird afforded cxcellent sport, rising almost
from under my feet. One peculiarity of this bird puzzled
me very much, After marking them down I never to my
knowledge made them risc a sccond time ; but whether
they ran after alighting or squatted I could never ascer-
tain.

In my wanderings round the plantation I was often

G
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struck by the immense number of parrots which inhabit
the jungles of Assam.

Occasionally a cloud of these birds, of a beautiful
green colour, would settle on a patch of clearing in
immense numbers, and literally cover the ground,
waddling about in a most awkward manner, greatly in
contrast with their sharp graccful flight, as they whirled
through the air with a variety of elegant evolutions.

These birds take very long flights in scarch of food,
returning towards sun-down to their roosting-place, for
which they appear to have a great affection. Their
flesh is not bad cating if stewed, and parrot stew often
made a pleasant change from the everlasting fish and
fowl of daily consumption.

One morning, on coming in from the plantation to
breakfast, we found a number of natives in a great state
of excitement, who brought news of a kill a few miles
from the bungalow, so we resolved to lie in wait and get
a shot at thetiger if possible, and the planter scemed as
well pleased as his guest to show the latter how they did
shikar in Northern Assam.
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SITIKAR IN KORTHERN ASS5AM.

md -Divappointed  Thintation Taw  Wild Llephanis
Process  Butiale Stalkmpg  The borest Khonnbaes -
1od Mhttun.
1st, accompanied by the people who had
news, we rode to the sput indicated by
icre we found a young heifer had been
ard, as my Lost contendued, in spite of the
rance on the part of our informants that
:he tiger.  The heifer had becn blooded
nd then dragged under a bush by the
cvidently intended to finish his dainty
1er occasion.
was quite warm, so with the prospect of
t gave orders for the crection of a Machan
ree to which we could repair in the even-
sun-down, and wait for the appearance of
£
sible to conceive a nicer spot for the haunt
wpard. A grassy open on the banks of
urrounded by demse tree jungle, fringed
«der of tall grass, eight or ten fect high,
g
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in which a beast of prey could lie in wait and spring out
upon the unsuspecting cattle as they grazed in the open.

Indeed this spot was a favourite resort of tigers and
lenpards, for my host had killed several tigers there
during the last few months.

Before proceeding to take a seat in the tree, it was
nccessary to have the carcass placed in such a position
as would cnable us to get a fair shot at the leopard from
the Machan We therefore had the heifer dragged into
the open to a spot, about twenty yards from the tree.
In this operation great care was taken not to touch the
carcass, lest the keen nose of the leopard should detect
the presence of an enemy. To aid in accomplishing
this manaeuvre, a rope brought for the purpose was
atlached to the clephant, and the end convested into a
noasc was dropped over the heifer’s horns. By this means
we dragged it to a spot about twenty yards from the
tree, and then by aid of a bamboo pole the rope was
removed without a human hand having touched the
carcass. Ilaving accomplished this feat, we ascended
the Machan from the clephant without alighting on the
ground, and having seated ourselves comfortably for the
watch, the elephant was sent away to await at a distance
the report of our rifles, which would be the signal for the
mahout to return. \We had not long to wait before a
slight sound, like the cracking of dry reeds, in the grass
jungle on the right, gave notice that our quarry was pre-
paring for his supper, In less than half an hour from
the time that we took up our position, the head of the
leopard cauticusly pecped out of the jungle whence he
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took a survey, and apparently satisfied that all was stll,
he stepped quietly out into the open and teok another
deliberate survey all round, and then with great confi-
dence trotted off to the bush under which he had hidden
his dainty supper.

It was rather amusing to watch his air of surprisc when
he found the place cmpty ; for a moment or two he
stood as if greatly puszled, but he <oon appeared to
make up his mind to go in scarch of his stolen meal,
Taking a cast round the bush in a wide circde, he hit
upon the scent, then with head crect he svon came upon
the carcass. :

Up to this time we had had many opportunitics for a
fair shot at him, but the graccful actions of the animal
had charmed me so much that I had beggred my com-
panion by a sign not to fire,

The momeni he came upon the carcasy he halted
suddenly and laying back his ears, crouched aside ready
for a spring, then crecping up to his kill, he stood over it
a second as though enjoying the prospect of a supper.
Just as we were going to fire, by two splendid bounds,
with the quickness of a flash of lightning, he cleared the
open space between himself and the grass jungle, and
disappeared, without giving another chance for a shot at
him.

Ncither my companion nor mysclf could account for
this sudden flight of the lcopard : he could neither have
seen nor scented us, for we were to leeward of him, and
he had not crosscd our wind,

It was most aggravating to have lost our bag in thia
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way, afier it had, as it were, becn within our grasp ; how-
cver there was nothing for it but patience, and we
determined to remain quict in the hope of his returning
to the banquet.

For more than an hour did we sit perched upon the
tree like statues, straining our eyes through the cvening
twilight for another sight of the leopard, until night
almost closed in upon our solitude.

As we sal there listening intently for any sound which
ntight betray the coming of the leopard, strange uncarthly
sounds came from the forest bome won the night wind.
Qccasionally the hoarse cry of some of the numcrous
buzzards perched sentinel-like on the topmost branches
of the neighbouring trecs, sounded through the recesses
of the forest, and in reply to their dismal notes there
would come from the distance, the shrill mourmnful howl
of a pack of jackals, as though enquiring of the feathered
scavenpgers where the carcass was hidden over which
they were kecping watch ; then when these sounds had
died away, a colony of hulluk monkeys disturbed by the
constant arrival of hungry buzzards alighting on their
tree, would sct up their shrill scornful cry of hullob,
hullos, which sounded like the laughter of demons
gathered together to watch the destruction of their feline
encmy.

All other reflections soon gave place to an uncomfort-
able sensation of pins and needles being run into my
hands and face, and the tender parts of my body, and in
spite of my desire to remain quiet, I found myself com-
nelled to rub the punctured parts, and my movements
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became so energetic at last, that I looked towards my
companion to suggest a move. At that moment he caught
my eye, with the same intention, for he too was suffering
like myself from the ravenous attacks of mosquitoes, and
sceing me resenting their attentions so encrgetically he
laughed and asked mc if T had had enough, to which 1
replicd with a hearty affirmative, followed by a roar of
laughter over our mutual discomfort. .

So we had lost the leopird, but were both sportsmen
enough to be aware that mishaps will occur at the best
of times ; we therefore fired a shot, which svon brought
up the mahout with the clephant.

On proceeding to examine the carcass, we found that
the mahout, when passing it, after leaving us in the tree,
had dropped the rope, the sight of which had startled
the leopard, and caused him to make off as he did. It
was satisfactory thus to account for his strange behaviour,
and we went home to dinner with good spirits and a
capital appctite.

The following morning I witncssed a scere which
gave rise to considcrable reflection on my part on the
subject of the relations which existed between my host
and his plantation hands.

A dispute had occurred hetween the members of two
families on a subjcct the precise nature of which I furget
now, and both partics applied to the Sahib to scttle the
matter in dispute.

Both sides stated their case, and submitted them-
selves to a close cross-vxamination by their master, who
at the close of the procecdings, expressed his opinio”
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as to what he thought was right. This was received
by both sides with great respect, for all the parties
salaamed with reverence and took their leave perfectly
satisfied,

This instance of a thorough trust in the master by the
servants, spokc volumes in favour of both ; and I could
nol but reflect, that if the law-makers of Assam were
{0 avail themsclves more of the practical knowledge of
the planters, thrown as they are so much amongst the
people, instead of altogether trusting to official reports,
it would he to the advantage of all parties.

In writing this T would be distinctly understood as
not wishing to insinuatc anything disparaging towards
Her Majuesty’s officials in Assam, for whom, as a body, 1
have the most profound respect as honourable gentlemen ;
and, in so far as circumstances will pcrmit, believe to be
most efficient public servants.

During the day two clephant-hunters in the employ
of my host brought in a ncwly caught wild elephant. It
was an interesting sight to sce the captive led in between
two khoonkies or tame elephants ; it appeared quite crest-
fallen and sullen, and apparently worn out, but when any
person approached it, manifested the most violent anger,
stamping its feet, and making futile efforts to reach them
with its trunk. At each outbreak it was speedily reduced
to submission by the tame elephants, who, on a sign from
their mahouts, would squeeze it between them most
unmercifully, and seize its trunk. When thus subdued
its look of abject helplessness was quite pitiable to
behold.
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When first captured it had been sccured by a thick
double rope round its neck, the ends of which were made
fast to the khoonkics on cach side, and in this manner it
had been led between them for three days, diring which
time its constant efforts to escape had been puRished by
its companions, .

The day after it was brought in it was released from
its warders, and placed in a huge bail, similar to thos¢
used for bailing up cows. The bail was made very
strongly ; two upright posts, as thick as a man's body,
were firmly sunk several fuct in the ground, about twelve
fect apart, and tu these were attached two cross bars,
The top one being double permitted the insertion of two
other moveable upright bars as thick as a man's thigh,
while the lower cross-bar resting on the grround,was pierced
with hales about cighteen inches apart, forming sockets
into which the moveable uprights fitted. The moveable
uprights having been so fixed in the bottum bar as to
admit the elephant’s head between them, were brought
together until the animal’s neck was fixed in a kind of
vice, and then sccured to the double cross-bar by means
of bolts ; in this manner the huge animul was sccurely
beld in durance vile.

Twice every day it was led out for exercise and water
between two khoonkies, and in less than a week a mahout
rode on its neck during these excursions, In this
manner it was soon tamed, cvery display of anger on its
part being visited by z sound castigation from its tame
companions, a treatment which soon wore cut the wild
elephant’s vindictiveness, and reduced it to complete
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eomtrol, 50 tha. in less than a month it could be driven
about alone 1y its kecper.

Llephants in Assam are a source of great profit to
many whe live by catching them, and scveral hundreds
of these useful creatures are annually purchased by
dcalers for the Indian market. It is to be regretted that
o anany die during the first few months of their captivity;
but they are sensitive animals, and the loss of liberty
scems to break their hearts. Numbers of them, espe-
cially full grown oncs, pine away, rcfusing food, and
fretting themselves to death,

Much to the credit of the Government the law prohibits
the wanton destruction of clephants in Assam, and a se-
vere penalty is imposed on any person who shoots them,
while clephant-catching can only be carried on by those
who hold a licence from Government,  In spite of these
stringent measures, however, great numbers are annually
destroyed by the hill tribes for the sake of their ivory,
and it is to be feared that, unless the sale of that article
is prohibited, the wild clephant of Assam will soon
become a rarity,

A day or two before the termination of my visit, some
villagers reported the prescnce of a large herd of wild
buffaloes in a jhee], a few miles from the plantation, and
requested that the Sahibs would attack them, as they
were very troublesome among the tame herds.

The petition of the villagers opened to me a pleasing
prospect of sport, while to my host, veteran shikary as
he is, it conveyed little more than a request to protect
his neighbours from an unpleasant enemy, too dangerous
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for them to encounter, a duty which, in his pasition as
the Sahib of the district, he is frequently ealled npon to
perform, and, accordingly, gave orders at once to have two
khoonkies ready for us next moming,

Rising with the dawn, we cequipped ourselves for the
chase, and then chatted pleasantly over chota hazara
(carly breakfast) till the elephants, blowing the flics off
themsclves at the doeor, roused us from the fragrant
Orange Pckoc and crisp 1oast; then, taking our rifles
and a couple of bottles of cold ter, we mounted the
pads, and started for the haunt of the buffaloes,

The moming had broken with thick drizzling rain,
just such a moming as the hunter in Assam duelights in,
for then the denizens of the forest issue forth into the
midans,* without fear of thc Droiling sun, and the
myriads of hungry flics, which his fierce heat warms
into active life ; and then, revelling in the tender grass,
the rhinoceros, buffalo, and sambur pass undisiurbed
hoars of repose, until driven by the sun and flics, or
perchance, the British shikary, into the depths of the
damp dark forest.

Thus, with the weather in our favour, we rode alung
the bank of the Dching river, for half a mile or so, our
clephants stepping out briskly, as though eager to com-
mence the day’s sport, and then struck off into a dense
forest of gomari, poma, and banyan trees.  Onee in the
forest, our clephants showed that they were fully up to
the business before them, for, changing their rolling
eager gait, they stepped cautiously along, making no

* Laipe paichies of short grase fice fiom trees.
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sound of a footfall on the moist rich soil, while with
their trunks they carefully parted the branches that
impeded our passage, without cracking cven a twig.

Their stealthy and noiseless progress was in keeping
with the deep silence and subdued light of the forest,
and, as we proceeded, I felt that indescribable something
stcal over me, which scems suddenly to make one realise
a fveling, which I can only deseribe in Lamartine’s
words, ¢ ¢ or'ceontals vivre, so deep at times was the
silence around us.

The dense canopy of foliage over head was beautiful
in its softened shades of green; numcerous luxuriant
creepers twined round the giant trunks of the trees,
while from their forks the bright green blade-like leaves
of various species of orchidaccous plants hung in large
clusters. Conspicuous amidst the profusion of creepers
was the symmetrical ratan, with its beautiful fan-like
leaf, hanging in graceful festoons, We scemed to ride
through a gigantic greenhouse of tropical plants, and
the warm air was laden with a jasmine-like perfume.

After making our way for a mile or two through the
forest, we came out on a jheel, where we hit on the trail
of our game. Close by was a large nullah, from which
the herd of buffaloes had just emerged; we therefore
immediately started in pursuit. The track of the herd
led through the jheel into the forest, on the opposite
side, where one of the mahouts, an experienced elephant-
catcher, took up the trail, and followed it for more than
an hour with unerring certainty, the khoonkies pro-
eeding with an air of caution that would have done
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credit to a Highland gillic on a difficult stalk, Suddenly
the mahout placed the palm of his hand on the forchead
of his khoonkie, which instanty, like a woll-trained
pointer, stood stock-still, his foot peised in the very act
of stepping, and his trunk raised over the branch he was
about to push aside. I confess that the wonderful saga-
city of the well-trained khoonkice itterested me more at
that moment than the herd of buflalocs which, in the
deep silence of the forest, could now be heard moving in
front. Again, following our leader, we moved cautiously
on; then again stopped—statue-like—-to listen,

The herd was vvidently a Luge one, exceodingly shy,
and led by a wary old bull, the prints of whose hoofs
showed him to be of immense size. The leading mahout,
therefore, by a scrics of quick gestures, cautioned uy to
kcep very quict, and be ready with our rifles.  Ilaving
given us this warning, he again moved forward, and had
scarcely proceeded a hundred yards, when a snort from
the old bull, evidently quite close, gave us to understand
that he had scented danger; for a minute or so there
was a great commotion, and sound of hoofs in front of
us, as the herd drew together preparatory to making a
stampede. This was our time, We pressed on for a few
paces ; then there was a crash through the forest, and
the report of my companion’s rifle, amidst the din caused
by the retrcating herd. The bull had missed its mark,
and we remained stationary, until the noise of the furious
stampede died away in the far recesses of the forest,

It was no use attempting to follow the game in their
then alarmed condition. Morcover, the day was far
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advanced towards noon, and the sun having come out
with great brilliancy, made clephant-riding hard work,
so that, with the prospect before us of a six-mile ride
back, we determined to make for the plantation.

We were somewhat disappointed with the result of
our stalk, s0 we made a beeline through the jungle
towards home, and, defying the malaria with tobacco
smoke, further soothed our fedlings of disappointment
by knocking over a few black pheasants which, under
the skilful preparation of mine host's dicf de cuisine, duly
appearcd at dinner in the cvening.  As we rode home-
wards, I could not help congratulating my companion on
the possession of two such splendidly-trained clephants,
and, in return, he told me of an instance of the prowess
of the female khoonkic whick he rode,

On one occasion, nhen his hunters returned from a
successful elephant hunt, in which this khoonkie had
been used, the mahout reported that the party, while in
hot pursuit of the wild herd of clephants, had come
upon a herd of mhitton, consisting of an old bull and
two or three cows. The bull, indignant at being dis-
turbed in the privacy of his harem, charged the leading
khoonkie most savagely. She, however, without flinch-
ing, received the charge again and again, and at last
twisted her trunk over the mhitton's neck, and got him
under in the struggle that followed. She then delibe-
ratcly knelt down on him, and held him pinned till the
mahout cut his throat. As soon as she perceived that
the bull was dead, she, unbidden, rose to her feet, and
$rumpeted forth her exultation at the victory.
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On our way home through the forest, we repeatediy
camc across the marks of what had formerly been home-
steads, mounds of carth showing the spot where it had
been heaped up round the mat walls of the huuses to
keep out the wet, while the almost obliterated beds of
tiny artificial canals leading from ficld to ficld showed,
by their straight course and regular occurrence, that man
had once been busy in the neighbourhood.  Small 1anks
were also to be seen near the sites of these old habita-
tions, and groves of pearh, mangoe, and jack trees
marked the spots of what had once been little gardens
belongingr to the houses,  All these signs appeared in the
very heart of the forest, and mighty trees now reared their
gigantic trunks all round and amidst the ruins of villages.

Here were unmistakeable evidences of a former
population in a district which is now, perhaps, one of
the wildest in Northern Assam ; and, as we pursued our
course through the silent forest, it was painfu) to reflect
that the hand of man was no longer there to clothe the
rich soil with luxuriant crops, nor the voice of man to
cheer the lonely silence, which is now unbroken, save by
the voice of wild animals, which are now the undis-
turbed denizens of these vast solitudes,

My visit, however pleasant, began to be disturbed by
anxiety about the two boys, who had been left behind in
Debrughur,  Accordingly, the morning after our buffalo
hunt, bidding adieu to my host, I found mysclf soon
after dawn once more jolting along throuyh the jungle,
and reached Debrughur in the aficrnoon to find my boy
Lowtzang down with fever.
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LowTzANG's fever caused me great anxiety, although

he had proved so far very useless, If he should succumb

to it, and be rendered unable to proceed, it would
thoroughly dishearten the boy Masu, upon whose
services I in some measure depended as a means of
communication with the Thibctans. Even the brave
fittle Philip might be daunted in the face of sickness,
though he had often proved that the ordinary dangers of
the road did not affect him. This same danger of
sickness began to scem disagreeably near. I was
beginning to feel a strange feeling of lassitude, a de-
pression creeping over me, with dull, heavy pains in
all my limbs, while the least exertion brought on great
exhaustion. I resolved to try a change of air, by a trip
on the river, thinking perhaps that these unpleasant
symptoms were caused by the excessive heat. .An oppor-
tunity was soon offered by a boat which was going
down to the mouth of the Dehing river, and I embarked
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carly one morning, about two days after my return from
the tea plantation.

The cool air of the river, though very refreshing, failed
to remove the distressing lanpuor, but a liberal dose of
quinine staved off, for a few howurs, the attack of fever,
which now appeared incvitable, Towardy midday we
arrived at the mouth of the Dching, wherd, fecling veryll,
shivering with a violent ague, T went on shore to the
house of the manager of the Ilehing Steam Saw-mill
Company, and in ks than tao hours was unconscions.
This unconscivieaness was ought on by an overdose of
quinine while the fover was on me, the consequences of
which might haie been serivus —for I had beun ghven
by mistake nearly twenty grains—but for the relind of o
copious bleeding at the nuse. I, nevertheless, did not
recover consciousness until the following moming, and
was unable to retum for Debrughur for neatly a week,

During this attack I missed the Lind attentions and
carc of little Philip, who had remained behind to look
after Lowtzang, and {ult really glad when I got back to
him. Thourh stll very weak, 1 seon forgot my own
illnews, for 1 found Philip also down with the fever,
and very ill. Tour fullow, when I oarmived, he and
Lowtzang were in a bad way, and had, for a day or twa,
been taking large doses of quinine while the fever was
upon them, thus mzking matters worse.  The Tlubetan
boy, Masy, fortunately was quite well, and betwen i
we managed to change the clothes of the invalids, and
get them to the hespital,

Thilip was all right in a day or two, but Lowizang

H
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recovered but slowly ; in fact, in his case, the fever had
scarcely left him before another attack came on, so that,
at last, I determined to take him with me for a trip up
the river in the Government steamer; a passage in which
had been offered me by the courtesy of Colonel Agnew,
the Commissioner,

The steamer was going to take the Commissioner to
Sudiya, on his tour of inspcction; but, after a day or
two's steaming, the water proved too low to permit her
passage, and we returned to Debrughur, after spending
a night and part of a day aground on a sandbank.

The change had done Lowtzang much good, but the
lad wns far from well, and, indeed, for months he never
s0 far recovered from it as to be well enough to do any
work ; while Philip and myseclf, though we had a bad
attack regularly cvery month, were otherwise well, and
amused oursclves by reading, riding the mules, and
fishing in the Debru, which ran in front of our quarters,
scarcely a stone's throw from the door,

We managed in these excursions to catch a few eels
and bosser, a fing-shaped little fish, about the size of a
large herring, and shaped somewhat like it, but with a
bright silvery skin like the whiting. These little fish
afford excellent sport. They ascend the rivers falling
into the Bramapootra in the autumn, as soon as the
water begins to fall, in immense shoals, While thus
making their way from the dcep waters of the great
river, towards the clear inland streams, they feed very
greedily, and take the fly most ravenously. In the

¢ summer months, during the floods, but few are found
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far from the Bramapootra, and these stray ones are
delicate feeders, and difficult to land,

The Assamese catch them with plantain, and, fol-
lowing their example, I used it for bait. Fo a light
trout rod 1 attached a reel of very light line, tu the ond
of which was fastened a picce of bamboo as long as a
lead pencil, and about the same thickness, and 1o ¢cach
end of the bamboo I attached a2 hook, with about six
inches of gut, and baited with plantain.  The bait, when
dropped into the water, sinks to the length of the gut,
while the picce of bambus acts as a float. The bait
must then be allowed to float down the stream without
beings jerked, the angler tahing care to hoop well vul of
sight, In this manner T have caught great numbets.
The fish take the bait with a splendid rush, and if light
tackle is used, oflem give considerable play before
showing on the bank.

Fishing, and an occasional shot at a snipe, were the
only outdoor amusements to be had in the warm weather,
and then the rain and sun were often in the way, s
that I had plenty of spare time, when my lesson in
Assamese was over, to learn something of the Aswamese
pe ple.

Included in the population of the plains of Assam arc
numerous tribes of Miris, Domces, Abors, Khamtees, and
Singphoos, many of whom have left the hills for the
plains. The real Assamese arc, however, casily distin-
guished by their dress and general appearance, and to
this part of the population, as distinct from the tnbces, |
must confine my obscrvations for the present, reserving

x3
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for a future chapter a description of the tribes amongst
whom I visited.

In stature the Assamese are of middle height, and the
majority of them are of fair complexion, except when
darkened by exposure to the sun.

They are very simple in their habits, living principally
on rice, vegetables, and such small fish as they catch in
the small streams and ponds in their neighbourhood.
They are of gentle and pleasing manners, but exceed-
ingly indolent, caring for little beyond the supply of their
daily wants, which requires little labour on their part,
and their vegetarian diet has probably much to do with
their cffeminate appearance,

Their houses are of the poorest description. A square
hut, gencrally containing two rooms, one for sleeping and
the other for cooking and sitting-room ; the walls are
made of reeds plastered with cowduny, and the roof
thatched with grass or reeds.  The floor is also plastered
frequently with cowdung, and kept constantly swept.
Their houschold utensils consist simply of an earthen
pan for boiling rice, with one or two carthenware cups,
a raiscd bamboo bench, which forms their bed-place, and
a mat, serving as bed and bedding.

The houses of the wealthicr differ but little from
these, with the cxception of being larger and better
built, Thedress of the Assamese peasant is very simple ;
a cotton cloth thrown over the shoulders, and another
cloth wound round the waist, and reaching to the knee,
forms his entire costume. The wealthier class, how-

« ever, wear 2 large turban of fine white muslin, with a
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white scarf twisted in several fulds round the upper part
of the body, and a similar cloth round the lnins, saching:
to the ankle.  Shoes are rarcly if ever womn.,

The dress of the women is not ungraceful ; a tight-
fitting jacket, reaching the waist, and buttoned up to the
throat, displays the symmetry of their busts, while a silk
or cotton cloth wound round the waist, and reaching to
the ankle, fits sornewhat tightly, and reveals the contour
of their generally well-shaped lintw,  Their hair is worn
parted in the middle, and dene up into i large chignon,
secured, in the case of the wealthy, by langre-headed silver
pins.  As ornaments they wear silver and gold carring,
with finger rings of the same metals, aned anklets of
sitver.  Taken altogether the women are not had-look-
ing, but after marriage they sadly disfipwe themselves
by dycing the tecth black, which has a very disgustins
appearance,

In religion the Assamese affeet Ilindooism, but they
are lax in the observance of religions rites, and their
ceremonics are often very different from those prictised
by the Hindoos of India.  Traces of caste exist, but the
distinctions arc not so broad as in India.

Marriage among the Assamuse, though considensd a
special duty of life, has not that sanctity which renders
it very binding, for divorce is vory common, A man
who is tired of or displeased with Ris wife, has only to
assemble his relations and distribute a handful of salt
amony them, or tear a betel Jeaf in two, and declare
himself divorced, to get rid of his wife, and then both
the man and woman are at liberty to inarry agam, the
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man, of course, providing for any children born before
the divorce,

A widow can never marry again, but she may, without
absolute disgrace, become the mistress of any man,
though her position is looked upon with some confempt.
"Fhe children born from this connection are considered
legitimate, and inherit equally with those children born
of wives. DPolygamy is common, and a man marries as
many wives as he can keep, while concubines seem to be
loohed upon as nccessary to the proper appointment of
the houses of the wealthy, and, as may be supposed,
the domestic life of the Assamese is disturbed by female
disputes,

The laxity of morals amongst the people is conspicu-
ous, and this, coupled with the vice of an inordinate use
of opium, constitutes onc of the greatest drawbacks to
industry and progress. Indecd, it is painful to contrast
the active industry of the former population, as evidenced
by the gigantic ruins to be met with in the country, with
the listless apathy of their descendants, who spend most
of their time under the influence of opium, caring little
for anything else after they have satisfied the cravings
of hunger. Men, women, and even children indulge in
opium, which they prepare for use in a somewhat novel
manner, Dissolving the opium in water they soak in
the solution long strips of cotton cloth, about two inches
wide ; these, when saturated, are dried in the sun and
used as occasion requires, a small piece of the cloth
being torn off and chewed, or the rag soaked in water,
which is then drunk as a potion. The Assamese do
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not smoke opium as the Chinese do, but my own
vbservation led me to belicve that smohing the drug is
less injurious than taking it as the Assamcese do, Smohkers
do not become insensible or Ll inta 4 trance-like state,
as is commonly supposed.  On the contrary, while aman
smokes opium he can talk ax rationatly as a man who
smokes a cigar, and 1 state this on my own personal
experience, having frequently smoked opinm ; but the
opium-drinker becomes stupificd and intoxicated,

In thesc days, when the outery in LEngland is wo great
against the sale of opium to the Chinese, it may not e
out of place, while referring to its use in Assam, to give
my own experience of the effects of opium ainenyg both
peoples,

There are many who blame the Indian Governmont
for munopolising the sale of opium in Assam, and vien
for its introduction inte the country. If we consider,
however, that the Assamese and all the neighbouring
tribes have cultivated opium, for their own consumption,
from time immemorial, the Government must he held
blamneless for the act of introduction.  And again the
people will work for opium when they will work for
nothing c¢lse, and if we considder that the Assamese were
formerly able to grow the drug at a very slisht cost,
which enabled them to indulge in it s much more
freely, we must admit that there is some wisdom in
a Government taking upon itself the monopely of an
article, which, as will presently bhe shown, i an actual
necessary of life to its subjects. By means of this mono-
poly, the vice of opium-drinking i> rendered much more
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costly, and its price has to be eamned by labour—to which
the people are thus stimulated.

I bave heard many clever and thoughtful people cbserve
that the usc of opium should be put down with a strong
hand, but while concurring with them in the wish that the
wse of the drug should be extinguished, I cannot agree
with them that it should be forthwith prohibited, and for
this reason, that those whe have been accustomed to it
cannnt leave it off without dying from the want of it
This is a terrible fact which does not appear to be un-
denstood by those who advocate our ceasing to send
opium to China,

In China, I bhelicve, that fully one-half or perhaps two-
thirds of the population of four hundred millions, are
opium-smokers, and incapable of abstaining from its use,
from the fact that if they were to do so they would die
of Inanition, having no stimulants or medicines to supply
its place. During iy travels in China, I may say with-
out exagyreration, that I have scen hundreds of cases in
which people, both men and women, have died through
privation of their supply of opium.

A confirmed smoker may go a day or two without his
smoke, and only feel incapable of eating or performing
his daily work, but within a weck or ten days he would
probably die for want of it. Yet while his supply is
regular he is little affected by the indulgence, if not
carried to excess, and is, to all intents and purposes, as
well able to go about his daily work as a man who does
not use it Indeed the opium-smoker can bear 2 much

vrreater amount of fatigue than the man who does not
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smoke, while, as far as I can judge, the habit dovs not
shorten life, unless, as already stated, the consumer be
deprived of his drug.

Secing therefore that the deprivation of opium Lills
the consumer, how arc we to stop its comsumption -
denly? It simply cannot be done, save at a horrible
sacrifice of life. In the casc of China, were the Govern-
ment capable of enforcing an ordcr that all apium-smokers
were to take out a licence under a penalty of death for
neglecting to do so, and by this means procure it list of
all the smokers in the empire, and then refuse to grant
any more licences, the vice might die ont in one gonera-
tion, but it is futile to talk of such a means of stopping
the consumption, for the Chinese Government areentinely
incapable of enforcing a general order, even of the most
trivial nature, throughout their country.

There are many men of wisdom who would to-day
approve of any steps which would lead 1o the prohibition
of an opium trade with China, and to such, bulieving
them to be actuated by the most humane and noble
motives, I would observe that to prohibit this trade woukl
be to condemn the people of China to a harder fate than
that which now all bLut overwhelms them, Were we
to refrain from sending them opium they would culti-
vate it at the cost of their cereals, and bring aboul a
scarcity of food, which would be more terrible in s
effects than the present use of opium. The argument
that the laws of political cconomy would work in this
case, as in all others embracing the question of supply
and demand, could not stand, for at pre~cat thre ughour
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the whole of castern China, comprising half its arca, it is
cheaper to buy forcign opium than to grow the native
drug ; thus if the Chinese could not buy it they must
grow it at an increased cost, and import rice at an in-
creased cost also, thus kaving to pay higher for both
than they do at present,

In the case of opium consumption in Assam, I carnestly
hope the day may soon arrive when the Government,
having gained the complete control and supervision of
the prople, may be able by some means to stamp out
the vice ; but as regards China, when will her people be
under the kindly control and supervision of an upright
Guvernment? Not until her present apathetic and corrupt
rulers have been replaced by men of encrgy and action.

To return to my narrative. I had now Leen more than
two menths and a half in Assam, it was the beginning of
September, and the rains were beginning to break alittle,
so that I begran to prepare for the journey up to Sudiya,
I had ascertained beyond doubt that it was impossible
to take any mules through the Mishmee country, as the
roads were impassable for beasts of burden ; it was there-
fare necessary to reship them for sale in Caleutta, and
this afforded an opportunity of ascertaining the difference
beiween wanting to buy and wanting to sell.  They had
cost over two thousand four hundred rupeces to land in
Calcutta, and their sale realized three hundred and fifty,
causing a loss of morc than two thousand rupees. How-
ever I had to pay for my experience, as other people do.
So little was known of Notrthern Assam in Calcutta,

- that even thuse who had been at Debrughur, with whom
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I consulted as to the expediency of taking bagpaye
animals, strongly urged the nucessity of doing so, as the
Assamese were so averse to acting as porters,

Having got rid of the mules, the nest thing was to
look out foran Assamese interpreter, as although T coulild
understand the language well enough to make myself
understood, his services would be needed to carry on an
important conversation; and besides there is a1 great ad-
vantage in talking with strangers through an interpreter
it gives onc time to study one's answers, as well istocvade
replying distinetly to disagrecable questions. It was a
long time before one could be found, The nalives were
terribly afraid of the northemrn tribes, and a salary of ene
hundred rupees would not tempt a single individual : at
last a half-breed was found to tahe the post.  Another
attack of fever detained me for a weck longer, during
which my dog Billy was scized with an atlack of pncu-
monia, a disease which, if not quickly stopped, is very
fatal in Assam. The poor animals hecome so prostratud
that they lic about incapable of any cxertion, and, if
neglected, become a prey 1o the flies, I found my poor
dug literally being devoured alive by maggots, which had
caten large holes in his belly. It could searcely be bulieveal,
unless witnessed, that the cggs of the flies in Assam will
in three hours be alive and at work. During the day or
two that I looked after my dog, I repeatedly found fresh
sets of maggots at work, after leaving him alone for a
couple of hours orso. The ravages of these inscets are
easily stopped by injecting mercury or carbolic acid into
their holes, and by this mecans I rid him of them, but I
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was obliged to leave him behind in Debrughur, and he
ultimatcly dicd from a relapse of pneumonia.  To supply
his place as watcher, I bought a couple of bull-dogs,
which afterwards did good service.

I was now rcady for the trip to Sudiya. Having pro-
cured iwo boats, one large one for my private use, and
another smaller one for the heavy baggage, the only
thing wanting was a crew. But this want was not so
casily supplied, for the Dome tribe are a very indepen-
dent lot of fellows, and, being the only people who serve
as boatmen, give themselves great airs ; consequently, it
is necessary to engage them several days before starting,
for if hurricd scarcely one will respond to your call. In
my casc it was necessary, at last, to have resort to the
authoritics. After I had engaged a crew and embarked,
intending if possible to get into the Bramapootra river
before dark, so as to get the benefit of the cool river
breeze over night, the fellows declined to budge that
night, a procecding which, seeing that they were to be
paid by the day, from the time of hiring, I objected to.
The objection was quietly overruled by their marching
off and leaving me alone to look after my boats, It was
no use to grumble, so I satisfied myself with a promise
that T would be down upon them in the momning, and
then turned in for the night.
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CHAPTER IX.
DEBRUGHUR T0 sUDIV A

Car Dugout— The Dumes My Blasket ent Shital Navmion The
Tobah  The Camp Puloh Stochade  The Salalbs bae e

Ixhong Kiver Mullet Fishimg .5 Rivar Sevie Foroat 71l
NEXT morning at daylight 1 turned out ; there were no
signs of my crew, 50 I walled up my boys and gave orders
for breakfast, and just as I was sitting down o a divh of
curry and rice, the boatmer arrived, to all appearance
quite happy.

Knowing how very difficult their class was to deal
with, I refrained from expressing any anger at their inwo-
lent descrtion the night before, and contented mywelf by
asking if they had enjoyed themselves over night.  “This
intended sarcasm scemed to pleawe them preatly, and
they said the Sahib was not to mahe a nobse, and they
would take me up to Sudiya all right. Very condescend-
ing! However, as T always prefer when travelling to
have those about me in a good temper, T said they were
naughty children and retired to my cabin, while they
proceeded to get under weigh. |

Our boat was one of the long canoes, holluwed out of
single log, and commonly called dugouts by the Lure-
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peans in Assam. It was about sixty feet long by four
broad, with a deck forward, twelve fect in length, and on
this the six men stood while paddling or poling. A space
of some twenty fect amidships was housed over by water-
light mats, forming a roof, which afforded complete pro-
tection against rain and sun.  Abafi the cabin a space of
twelve foet was devoted to the storage of such bagpage
as was weather-proof, together with our cookinyg utensils,
consisting of a frying-pan, an iron kettle, four tin pots,
and as many tin plates, which served as dinner and tea
service for mysclf and party. In the rear of the baygage
was a large square box filled with sand, and this was
used as a fire-place, on which we kept a wood fire con-
stantly burning, so that if need be we could cook our
meals without being obliged to land. At the stern of
the dugout sat the steersman with his long paddle, which
he used mest skilfully as a rudder,

Altogrether our dugout was very comfortable, the only
objection to it being that we could not stand upright
in the cabin, and had to choose between reclining or
squatting, tailor fashion. Their long narrow appear-
ance at first sight gave an unpleasant idea of crankiness,
but in point of safety no kind of boat that I have ever used
equals the dugout, despiteits cranky appearance. Being
very buoyant it is almost impossible to upset them, and,
indced, the country people load them till the gunwale is
within an inch and a half of the water, and in this state
they venture ont into the open river amidst the whirls
and eddies, which render boat navigation very dificult
and even dangerous, Should they ever by any means
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capsize, they right themselves immediately and never
sink.

With regard to our ercw, the simple fact of their
belonging 1o the Dome tribe, rendered them interesting,
They were short study fellows, with datk brown com-
plexions, and small black muoustaches ; their dicss was
nothing but a small picec of white cotton cloth ronnd
the loins, while their Ions hair was twisted up into & hnot
on the crown of the head.

The Domes are supposed to have migrated from India,
and are now a tribe of fishermen depending almost
entirely upon fish for thair lis clihosl,

They have rented the upper waters of the Bramapootia
and its tributaries from Government, and have the exclu-
sive right of fishing.  For this monopoly they are, Lesides
paying an annual rent, compelled to furnish hoatm n for
the Government, for which service they are well paid.
In the absence of thise people I question whethir it
would be possible to get boatnun in Assam, for nother
the Assamese nor any other tribe will act in that capacty
for Juve or money, wacept for thema hves

In rcligion the Tlomes profe w a high form of Hin-
dooism, and are very particular i prosceving their caste,
constantly bathing themsches and washing out thar
cooking uten-ils,  The real Hinda s does not admit their
rizht to high caste, and losks upun them with more or
less contempt ; but their pretensions to caste are, never-
theless, very great, and might casly mislcad any one but
a real Hindoo,

My crew were no exception to their tribe, for we were
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not a mile distant from Debrughur before they brought up
to the river bank, and informed me that they were going
to prepare their breakfast. I could not object to their
feeding, so Jighted my pipe and watched them. First,
they cleared & space on the sandy bank about four yards
square, carefully removing the surface sand lest any im-
purity might lurk there. Then, having lit their fires,
they scoured the cooking pots, and after this washed their
rice and cleancd their fish, all of which occupicd nearly
an hour, each man preparing his own food.  'While their
meal was cooking they all took a bath in the river. This
cercrony performed, they commenced breakfast, over
which they sat chatting for nearly two hours. In this
manner iwice every day during our journey to Sudiya
they passvd fully threc hours, so that our progress was
slow accordingly.

On the first day from Debrughur we left the little river
Mcklah, which connccts the Debru river with the Bra-
mapoeotra during the summer rise, and entered the main
stream just before sundown, when making for a sand-
bank we pitched our camp for the night, happy at the
prospect of the cool river brecze and a walk on the sand-
bank.

As soon as the boat had been sccured, by sticking
onc of the long paddles into the sand and tying the
ton-rojx: to it, I landed and, together with Philip and
the boys, commenced pitching my tent. This was
one of my own contrivance, being made entirely of four
small blanlkets, cach about six feet long by four broad,
sewn logether, and bound with canvas round the edges
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and down the scams,  The tent, when spread out on the
ground, was twelve fect long by cight feet wide, so that
when stretched over a horizontal pole, supported by two
uprights, cight feet apart, it formed 2 slope or roof of
six feet to the ground, on cither side, where it was
secured, by means of ropes rove through the camvas
binding and fastened to pegs.  The end exposed to the
wind was closed with another blanket, while the other
was left open. This contrivanee furnisbed me with a
saug little tent, perfectly watertight, as no amount of rain
ever came through the Blankets, and it could at any
time be pitched by a single man in five minutes, besides
being portable, and only wdighing, when wet, thirty -five
pounds.

We slept very comfortably all night, and awoke carly
in the morning greatly refreshed. The operation of
preparing and cating breakfiast delayed the Ioatmen till
after ten o'clnck, and than we proceeded to pule wlong
the foft bank of the river, a very slow and dangetons
mode of progress. The current was very strong, and
the river bank was continually falling in ho ¢ masees,
which we had to dadge for fear of destruciion. The
skill of the Lomes in stoering clenr of Lundddips ancd
huge floating trees was admirable,  Very ofton we would
scarcely have passed a tottering mass of the bank, when
it would fall into the water with a loud splash, covering
our buat with spray. At such times I could not refrain
from holding my breath until we had passed the danger,
and for the first day or two T was in a constant state of
dread lest we should be crushed by some of the land-
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slip=; Tut the Domes knew their business, and would
often wait for a mass to bredl: away, when T could see
no i of the impending fall. vt other times they
would cmtinoe on, when the overhanging bank seemed
tottering above, but we always had time to got clear.
Alang some of e reaches of the river we would get a
speell of sliack water, the force of the cnrrent being on
the uppesite shore,  Then the Domes would take to
their long Made-like paddicos, and standing ervet, three
on cach side of the boat, they would paddle awnay.
heeping time to a song in which all juined, keping
strohe with perfect regularity.

After three days of poling and paddling, we arrived
at the mouth of the little river Pobah, running into the
main steeam from the right bank.  Here the Domes
ashedd for aday’s rest, and as 1 was in no hurry to reach
Sudiva 1 eomented, ospeciaily as we were all feeling
Intter tor the conl air of the river.

We camped on a pretty litde bank near the mouth of
the Fobab, and haulod the hoats up. With the exceptiun
of the spot on which we encamped the banks of the
little river were on vrhung with the branches of huge trees,
sk that the view was very confined, but the enclosing
walls of tropical foliage were yvery beauntiful, and T used to
he in friom of the tent and wateh the troops of monkeys
which came morning and evening to drink and bathe.

The sensation of anee more camping out in the open
and the heen sense of enjoy mweat which this wild mode
of life alnays begets, determined me to remain here for
4 few days, and dv aome busser-fishing. I had been
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tnld in Debrughur that the Pubah was ¢ noted stream
for both mabseer and bowser, and that the Latier would
tahe a hghtcoloured fly, So as soon as the tend was
priched T got out my tackle, and first tiied for a mahseer
for ~upper; but failing in this, after spioning @ spoon
bait for nearly an hows, [ gave it up as a bad job, “The
hosser were Teapingr all qound amld feeding preedily, so 1
tried them with a smalt yellow and given fly. Alter a
few casts T anvecadhd in priching one smadl fish, and for
the noset hall hon tricdin vain, ] was vy ansious to
pet some s to vany the daly round of fowl curry, but
the prospeet of Landimg any scemed 10 deaease with
cvory Ll At Last, 1 was about to give ngr m despan,
shen one of the Domes, who had e o silont speectator
for wome time, suggrestad that T should try the silver
thing, a~ Die termed o diminutive spoon beit which laid
on the banl.  With httle hope, but to giratify him, [
Ix nt on the spoon and gave a cast ; the bait had searcely
sinh boncath the surface when T felt a tuy, and in a4
ninute or two landed a nice fish It was vory near
darl, but 1 manazred to land four fish, and then retired
to the tent, wherd, under the shilful hands of Philip, they
specdity were eonhed for suppeer.

Defore retising for the ni 1t several large fircs were
lighted round the camp, 10 keeps off the wikd animals, as
the prints of thiir footsteps round about showdd that
bufiuzloes and tigers were in the habit of coming to drink
at this part of the stream.

We spent three very pleasant days in the camp on the
banks of the Pobah, and caught a griat number of fish,

12
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but the fourth iy ~ct i so wet and stormy that T was
glad to e off a4 an carly how

A coaph of hows poling fiom the mouth of the
Pobah bror bt us to the Polab st guardad by a
sl detae et of the Assun it Infantry This
soclhade 1 oantemdod o Jeop o el the Abor tidxs,
who e i the habit of Tewang thar Tulls m the wold
woathior, and doscondin, the Tidung v on marandmy
e the supemkhing plams, whonee they Gy olf
tatthe and ~aves

Ihe stk wde m which the troops aie quartaed s an
anchmue of alsit oty 3 ods e, with several Jog
how o m the aonfie o, the barr ks The walls
uf the stocd e aag finmed of tas of upn ht logs et
mts the sround amd about fomteen et ih Many of
the hags wme they were phanted have taken root, and
wie new bne tiee, wath @ et on ol branches at the
tap  Inone et of the endlosute @ Toge bany i teec
was pomted vt to me as the B b s tae, mtowhach a
Sabih, when duty it onee was to dona the yealy
presents to the Abors, ascdd to Jimb and fiem Jus weat
i oone of the bomches, ostending, beyond the wall of
the stochade, distnbute the prosonts, thes procaution
al stundin, aleed bung newes Wiy on aceount of the
tuachuaous disposaton of the A

It must have bun a vy amusing, as well as a
pretuiesue st bty to s an 1 nlishman droj puag pie-
suits from a hmyan tree to a fot of hatf-nehed savagus,
stambling fin the m on the Jtound, ond the table of the
apes throwing down covow-nuts to the wlhite man, struck
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me as being reversed in this case, g0 I could scarcely
refrain from langhing when my informant told me of the
novel meams of safety adopted by the gallant wificer,

I was very anxious to ascend the Pehong river to the
point where it leaves the hills for the phiins, hut on
piving orders accordingly to the Domes, they set up crics
of horror at the bare idea of venturing foto a neighbour-
hood famaous for the bloody deeds of the Abor warriors,
and Aatly refuwed 1o comply,

So far [ had humoured my fractious crew, as they
had not thwarted me in the carrying out of any project
which I had set my heart on accomplishing ; but now,
wishingr to view the Diehong as it Teft the hills, 1 persisted
on their taling me up. They had alway s wu far done
as they liked, and conmequently they new w1 me at
defiance, by <shoving out into the main stream, with the
intention of crossing to the opposite bank, a manouvre
whichi I quickly thwarted.  Jumping aft and oeizing the
stecrsman by the neek, I threw him inte the bottom of
the boat and teok his paddle, a few sweeps of which
tumed the boat's head in shore,. Then, giving the paddle
to hilip, with order to steer for the ~hore, I made my
way forvard, and applicd the blade of o paddle to the
shoulders of the mutineers.  This liad & magical offcct.
The fellows, instead of resenting it, laughed heartily,
and the moment we touched the bank went to work
with their poles, and carly in the afternoon 1 was nearly
ten miles up the Duhong.

While ascending we passed one or two Mird villages,
the inhabitants of which were barcly civil, and refused
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to wdtu amything  The Domes ware dicrcfully afrand,
and ahen I o ordas to pich the tant on the ina-
Bank, th v bowsu bt e with tous to twun bk, but
wishim ol quute cotan that than teno wavneal, 1
ptisested for neuly i homr m oremamm s but they vat
m the boit with thor p ddles Ny Wy morse of an
altack At Tt we sped o e s vt s donn
1o i, the e nan whieh poo by o th po otha mten-
tont thn v fiendly qweetm,, haitbd us ftom a long
distinee ofl This oo quats vnoneh for iy ey ey
g d up and «ozm_ thor puldios made 1 preap tate
vticat down the s T owas Cwathy disappeomted o
Iing unible to sce e of the Dohon, but 1 thou, bt
disacte mw e e botter put of viloar, ind o diowed
n ol G b ooaned Bk to the B oty

The e Bchon Toves the hatls ole ut twanty mules
above s pncton with the Bomgp g and s nnag-
Wl g, the Inch summer sise ta thes pomie alwae
whicy, weordimg to some At whom It ot Sy g,
i1 2 doop, swaft stee un bioken by zapuds

Jtw appruance o [t 1 oasceded was imposre
Uw e aqguutirof tmile wide at the naitonest peant,
flowm, with o deep, swut vunent The ~ume Abors
furthar stated that the Dedong, v hiom a0 fong dis-
tance m the 1 m conntry and was called the * great
et by the 1 mas and poople of it

Qs e v sull an hor o tao of duhight the
Domes md wmed me that they iatended o fish for mallet,
tshaal of wineh were g inoa narow channed between
two ~ualbinks
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They had come preparcd with their casting nets, in
the usc of which they are very expert, and large seines,
These they procveded to stretch across the channel
between the two sandbanhs  Jumping into the water,
which was about two feet deep, they soon had the net
spread, supported by uprights of bamthoo fixed at frequent
intervals, so that the net, which was weighted down by
iron sinkers, presented a barrier of over twao foct above
water. LA soon as one end of the chanmed had thas
been secured we pulled round one of the sandbanhs and
entered the other end ; tuo of the Blomes thon Linded
and took another net, similar 1o the one already planted,
and dra;;;..;-.d it after the hoad, in which one man hept up
a continued din by beating « picee of hollow bamboo
with a stick., This frichtened the mullet, which we could
sce on the move in hundreds down the duosmel, and
when the buat got within & humdred yards of the fixd
net, the fish, finding their passage barred, ogan 1o leap
the net, s soon as the two Domes drageing the net
came to within twenty yards of the stauding one, they
drove the bamboo stakes of their net into the siodband,
on either side of the channel, and literally hemined in
the mullet.

Now all scrambled into the water and began throwing
the fish into the boats,  Dogens were entangled in the
nets, while hundreds leapud over in a silver stroam,
The cnclosed part of the channel scemed literally alive
with fish, Having st cured nne hundred and gt fich,
averaging a pound and a half cach, [ stopyxd further
pursuit and amused mysclf for more than half an hour
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by watching the mullet leap the nets, which they did in
grand style as soon as the water cleared a little,

A more exciting seene in fishing T bave never wit-
nessed. The great hauls talon by the Domes had been
oftcn talked of in Debrughur, but until this accasion T had
sestree ly belioved it possible that they coold catch their
lish soeasily. We misht with the greatest ease have tahen
fis e orsiy nrdied pounds weight of fiali, N-itwas, even
the Domes were satisiied, and we gathered up the nots
after a capital supprer of f1csh mullet.  These fisly, which
are from vight to twohve inches in length, are exactly like
our kaglish grey mullet, but 1T de not know whether
they ate of the same speeics, They seem similar, for
they are found in Jarge shoals, and run up shallow
channels, where they apparontly enjey the still water.
Lile our onn dishy they will not tahe batt of any kind.

We did not jot under weiph next momning until a
very late hour, for the Donnes were intent on a4 great
feast on fish, while T oand my Chinamen alo indulged
oursehies,  We breakfasted off mullet broiled, baked,
fiial, and cmrried, and ate only as thowe can who enjoy
wild hie, The Domes gorged to such an extent that
when we did stast they only poled about six miles and
then begped me to camp, as they wished to have ianother
fevd of fish before they were spuiled,.  Fo, weeing that
they were really unfis for work, we camped on a sand-
bank, just below Sudiyda, and the rest of the day was
given up to feasting, for the Domes determined to finish
their gorge, and by night there was scarcely enough left of
the aticady high-tlaveured fish for my Chinamen's supper.
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After I had caten Twent outside the tent to smoke
and take a lovk round before turning in.  The shades of
night were gathering over us, and the tiver which was
very broad at this point, Joohed smooth aikd still. JAway
on the oppesite shore a fiinge of tree jungle, blachened
by the fast approaching darhness, matked the limit of
the great waters, unhrohen save by the embrochere
of the Dehomg, while a backuround of Talls, ~loping
upwards, culninated in piganue sombie mountaine,
through which the Dehong cleaves its way to the
HBramapoutra,

It was a lively river scene, and § lay a long time
watching the flucks of cormomants as they flow wiftly
alongr the surface of the water, tow.ands some nughbow -
ing tree, half sunk in the steeam, on the blachoned lanbs
of which they went 1o ruost fur the nisht.

There was a great stillness all around 5 the hoatmen
were duzing over their little fires, and not a soumd
disturbed this impressive solitude, until, startled by o
sudden splash from a crocadide, as it took 1o the water,
I sawa large buck swamp deor fsoing from a 1cedy
island just above, and about two lundeed yards fiom
the river bank,  The stately creature hidld on its way to
a wmall, dry sendbank, some hundred yads down
stream, and, on reaching it, disturbed a pair of Bralmin
duchs,® which flew away with a shrill scream, and caused
the buck to pause in his march, and there he stood

* Thest Ak ane as Lirge v oa small g, ol of 2 vy ballant
seilow plumage.  Tht, wie vy comue o ol Indien o, and § 1w
et thom i Lhn' ot wiang fronathco yeddos plannan thoy anc con don |
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dibibe eyt ¢ swvey B round He could not
some v I heptpetfeety st he be o to !l sten
m oever vk men frroreplios wich ame fm fir and
mouand thas e hept e ustil 0 bt cdosed and the
oo tiful soen v [od flom i o I

Mtamn tothe tat Do Dted nnoprp and entered
mt cemver aten vith Philip and ot 0w wese e
pun O tanan b houd the bug'e ali £on Sudn,
viicrcunc 1t Gaous waos the wia Jt sounded
Joumm b ~cimuh~otht T twl out o own oonnet
me plivedd on o two s which osmded throu h
the stdl o e and vere ropoted by wonderfully distinct
thos from the 1ovee on the ot bk of the e
Unever sooome t hovm, vt who imwhae in
mv Lic thw bosr the faests on the bibhs o the
nwmps tin 1 tonblow 1 o't v 0 and then
ICtenad to the whe which sopotad it destinth nute
for notc

Viow houspoling nost uar ng Tadad me of Sud
where D stoaed b etting quotars o of the only
o T wepora 1osde s an the plae md dta seang
tm Do it v stonad e podoar the Domes
an tonee mote w1t ed down £ 1 quict dde vatd the final
tncihi vpof thy 1ins



CHAPTLER X,
SEDIYA

The Troame Pest Toaosd of the Rons ¥y Al Vo i mn the
Byow Il Alwa lodw Diowter Wald Il The Porwn
Seateat CPav o Doty Vot fom v B Ol Naow Inboape g
Wautcratanh e Khanted Chbit,

F1w frontier stations in India have witiossed within a
century more tirring ovents than these which seree to
give a histsy of wme jimpoitance to Swdy . Smoe
the close of the ecighteenth century, when the northan
part of Assamn was abandancd by Gotrecnath SBing, ity
last native ruler, Sudiya «woms for many years to hase
been the contre roumd which the different frontuor tobes
contended for supremacy, and in their Bloodthinsty wars
ncealy annihilated the original population.

Among the mnst succes<ful tribss, the Khante e,
who immigrated from the north of Burmah, soon came
to the front, aml sucecuded in poesuadigg the authoritics
of the Llast India Company to conbrm them in the
chicfluin-hip of the Sudiya disirict, subordinate to the
British qathonty,

A series of atrocions murdurs, and a bold  fsubor-
dination on the part of the Khamtoe chidd, vitimately
brought about a colhsion between him and our tioops,
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The Britich garrison at Sudiya wa- <urprised, and
Licut-Col, YWhite, the political agent, el a victim to
th traachery which, to this day, strongly marks the
Khamtee character, After this conduct the Khamtees
wose expellad acress the frontier to a ~peot on the Tenga-
pances mver, where the present chidd, @ con of oor old
antagonisg, 1ules over i~ dan with a dospotie hand, and
raisos, by (e akl of pmumenas slaves, an abundant
sipply of e fir the Sadhy a marhet,

As o place of tesidenag Sadisa cannot be ealled
phoasant, Sitwated on the right bank of the little ther
Koondil, noar st~ junction with the Bramapootra,
mithar  dhurdh staeple nor whanes maik its where-
ahouts 3 indeed, one might casily pass up and down the
thvr without dieaming that any thoy; more anilized
than an albeatar ot an indolont native osistud in the
nonzhlonrlinnd, New v this improsion muoch reneoved
on Lunding,

After passing through astaag s ling bazaar of Assamese
native Buts, om entaas a sgtare plaing half a nule in
ontont, Wdeansd from the jungle  looking to all appear-
ance notlimy more thar a clearing—amd it is not until
the eve toams over the plam for awhile that it at last
discovers on the far <ide 2 wjuare brich building, at the
Itk of a tow of nuat whittwashed huts  This iy the
magasme, amd the huts are the lines of the Asam
Tauht Iofuntry, which furms the fronticr guard.  In
anutlier balding. butlt of wood and thatehed with jungle
girass, the commatkhng officer and his family live in
subitude, fr they are geaerally the enly Euatopeans in
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the place.  Tn a third dwelling, built of hamhoo wicker-
work, thatched with grass, and looking somcthing Ihe a
square cluthes bashet, the engineer of the distiict puts
up when he vivts the station, whweh is probably as
sclidom as posable s al least, T should judee so, fiom
the mmber of nuce which mbabited it.

For such o lustory, Sudiy a makes bt o small show
in fact, but for the Lnowledge that the plie is sur-
munded by some of the most savage ad treadcherons
tiibs on our Indian frontics, and the romance attacdid
to the dea that wome red-hamlod warrens micht, at
amy ume, mahe an attach on the dovoted heats of the
gattison, Sudna would be unbuaable ay a place of
1eondeney, brvover impuatant as o mubtary  gust for
Lheoping in chedk the predatory tiibes of the nottheorn
fronticr,

Bwmg the first weck or tno it rained incessantly
then occasional breaks occurred, during which T owas
cnabled Lo extend my walls beyond the dearing ; aned
at the end of the thitd waek the woathaor Brole, -
paratrny to the last great downfall of rain bfore the
dry seanon fably sel it. On the 28th Soptembxr, e
Bramaprotra hatdt falkn some twehe fiet below s
higlk ot summer kael ; indead, the previous fow days of
fine weather, and rapd 1] of the tiva, inducd o hape
that the dry season had commeneedd, bul on the 2qth,
about midday, it cemmonoad raining heavily, and by the
following mormn; the Bramapootra bad again reached
it highest summr fevel, having risen, in the space of
dghteen hours, more than twehie fuet, a dear proof that
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the preat floods accompanying the summer rise of this
river are due to rain, and not to the melling of snow on
the Himalayas, as many suppuse,

The morning of the 16t October broke clear and fine,
and the dry wether «t in fiom this time,  After ten
days or a fortnight the hill tribes, Degaroo Mishmees,
Mitiw aned Abers, began to come duwn to the plains. The
Lattor tribe, which | have already spolea of ax inhabiting
the hills 1o the noth of JAssum, bordering on Thihet,
were for many years the scourge of the country in the
immudiate neighbourhood of the Jhhing anl Dehong
rivets. They ate a savage and warlike people, divided
into innumerable Jans, cach clan having its head chicf,
wha represents it in the great councils held for the
purpese of seitling wdiairs of importance concerning
the general wellare,. And of course the lmger and
more powerful the dlan the ereater the influence of its
chivf.

Fram their watlike disposition they command conside-
rable respect, and are regarded with great awe by the
prople of the pliing, from whom, before the advent of
the British, they collected black mail even as far down
the tiver as Debroghur, The Mirds, a numerous tribe
inhabiting the Jower ranges of the hills and plains at the
foot of the Abor hills, are aubject to the Abors, serving
as boatmen and coolivs for them when they come down
from their mountains,

Unc moming I was »itting smoking in the shade
outside my quarters, whea I was startled by a rush
of the scrvants, bhuth Chinese and Assamese, from
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the cook-house, a hundred yards distant.  The fellows
woere considerably  scared, and well they misht e,
for following them with hidvous scicams and langhier
were & band of \\bors, who scemed to enjoy the fiight
which their presence caused.

Sceing these strange visitors coming towards me, T grot
up and advanced to medt them, folloned at a 1espectful
distance in the rear by the frinhtened wnants. s soon
as we met every man greeted me, English fasluon, by
holding cut a ditty paw, which [ grasped without hesitas
tion ; and, pointing to my house, amd 4t the same time
throwing hack my head, with an exptessive tum of my
hand over my mouth, imited them to come and drink,
This proposition met with decided approval, expressod in
diabolical shouts of laughter, and twoof the dirty savages
put their arms in mine, while the others followed, still
laughing like ficnds, amd in this order of prcession we
marched into the porch of the house,  Here the fillows
squaticd themstlves on their hams and lighted their
pipes, of which cach man carried one of Chines make,
purchased during their visits to the Thibetan outposts
beyond the Abor Inlls,

Philip, who had come up by this time, brought vut
Old Tom to wur vivtors in cups, which were cmpticd
with great rapidity by the thinty warriors.  And as they
had evidently had some arrack before their visit to me,
signs of intoxication were now visible ; but they remained
perfuctly goud-temperad and seemed  pleased to talk
about themsclves,

They were decidedly above the middle height, with
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huge limlss, rendered hideously out of proportion by un-
naturally large hands and feet.  Their features were also
sery unprepissessing.,  Iligh cheek-bones, thickish lips,
covering irrvgrular and discoloured teeth, small slightly
obligue eyes set under small flat forcheads, gave to their
fuwe a treacherous look extremely uapleasant to lock
wpon, while their dark copper-coloured <kins, begrimed
by dirt accumulated from chiklhood, resembled the hides
of beasts.  Their dress, too, added much 1o their unin-
viting appearance.  Aw a covering for the head sume of
them wore a basinshaped hat made of wicher-work
oriunenicd with yak tails, while others wore shins of
animals such as monkeys, foxes, and bears, while one
fellow, who evidently exercised a hind of authority over
the ethers, wore a picturesgue ornament in his cap in the
shape of the beak of some bird. A kind of tight-fitting
woadlen doak, without slecyes, falling to the knew, resem-
BLling that worn by the Thilwtans, forms their only pae-
ment, while 2 hind of sperran atached ta a string round
the waist serves Lo carry flint and stedl, pipe and 1obucco,
and for all wrtivles in use by the wearer which are not
too large.

As arms, they carry bow and arrows, the latter generally
poisonad with aconite, most deadly in its effects, long
Thibetan knives, and lonyg light spears,

My visitors did not sem at all disinclined fo talk
about themselves § indevd the presence of my Chinese
fullowers seemed to make them feel quite at home as
they revogniced them as countrymien of the traders with
whom they are familiar in Thibet. My Thibetan boy
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Masu was able to carry on a conversation with one of
them who understood a little Thibetan, and 1 gathered
from this man that the Abors have an offensive and
defensive alliance with the Thibetans. The tribe
trade at all the Thibetan fromtier stations, in vegetable
medicines which grow in the Abor hills, the Chinew
traders readily buying them in exchange for beass pipes,
beads, copper pan « used for builing flesh, silver ornanents,
salt and yaks, It would seem that while the Abors are
not in the least afraid of the Thilwtans, being rather
feared than otherwise by the latter, they Wil prefer to
adhere to them on gaecount of their trade, as the Thibetan
markets are more accessible than that of Sudiya. My
visitors volunteerad 1o take me up with them to the first
Thibetan station, but beyond that point they told me I
could not po, as the Thibetans had given them strict
orders to bring neither tea nor Europeans across their
fronticrs, and they further infuormed me that their trade
with the Thibetans was too important to allow them to
go against their nvighbours in this matter,  After a long
taik they proposcd that T should take a walk with them
round the station, and 1 was marched off between two of
them, who linked their arms in mine, and strutted along
like twe mimheys

I had no idea that, notwithstanding the troops in the
station, the Assamesc could have betrayed such fuar
of the Abors, As we strolled through the native bazaar,
the women bolted into their houses, followed by scream-
ing children, and cven the men quictly slunk away, and
every street as we passed along was quickly deserted

K
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signs of fear which greatly amused the Abors, who rolled
along half-drunk, singing and shouting at the top of their
VOiCes,

After conducting my noisy companions through the
entire settlement, I handed them over to the Govern-
ment agent, a native, whose duty it is to receive the
deputations from the different hill tribes, and was glad to
gt home and change my clothes, as insects innumerabfe
haunted their heads and woollen dress.

After showing myself in public with the Abors, I gained
quite a reputation amongst the \ssamese, as the Sahib
who was going to live amongst the savagres, and 1 am not
sure that during the remainder of my stay in Sudiya I was
not Jouhed upon as a kind of half-civilized Englishman.

The numerons tribes on our Assamese frontiers have
been a source of constant trouhle to the authorities, T're-
datory in their habits, and all more or less given to
traflicking in slaves, their annual visits to the plains,
until late years, were always attended with scencs of
vivlence and kidnapping, until strong military guards
and quick retaliation caused them to pay more respect to
a Government which they zuon found was determined to
maintain law and vrder.

Qf course it was most difficult to inflict punishment in
some cases, where the offenders swooping suddenty down
on the plains, as suddenly retumed with their booty
to the hill fastnesses, whither it was often impossible
to follow them, The freyuency of such flagrant attacks
ay these rendered it necessary to adopt a line of policy
the expedivney of which | have heard condemned,
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Some of the tribes such as the Abore, Dufilahs, Nagas,
and others had levied tribute from the people of the
plains from time immemorial, and were accustomed to
receive it as a right.  When the Iadian Government
interfered with their privileges in this respect, the hitl
tribes resorted to these predatory visits, which were found
to be more harassing to the natives of the plaine than
the previous system of paying yearly tribute, And a
knowledize of this fact induced the Guvernment 10 enter
into an arrangement with the different trilns, by which
each should reecive a yearly presend of cloth, leads, &e.,
as an cquivalent for the former tribute, such prosent to
be paid to representatives of the tribes, whe should pre-
sert themsehves in Sudiya once a year, and pay homage
to the British Governnwnt, offering at the same time
trifling prescents as an acknowledgment of vur supremacy.
This policy was found to succeed most admiralily, and
predatory incursions of late years have boen few and
fur betweun,

When it is considered that, for a yearly expenditure of
a few hundreds of pounds coming out of a revenue
raised by the lightest and most just taxatien, the whole
of Northem Aswam was rlicved from constant invasion
and vivlence, the wisdom of the course adopted by the
Indian Government cannot be doubted. 1t is a curious
fact that, while we have only for a few ycars adopted
this system of quicting some of the Indian hill tribes,
the Chincse Gouvernment commenced {scveral centuries
ago) by a similar system the subjugation of the numer-
ous tribes on her western frontiers, which to-day form

x4
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one of the finest and most effectual frontier guards
pimsessed by any country in the world.  Along a hill
fronticr of over six hundred miles the tribes of Western
China form a complete barrier against ingress from the
west,  The chiof of every clan or trile has a nominal
rank conferred upon him, to which is attached a trifling
annnal stipend.  He is furnished with an official dress,
which he wears in the presence of all Chinewe officials.
He i also allowed to visit the Court of Pekin once in
five years, at his own cxpense, if he chouses, as a mark
of hemage to the Emperor.  Such visits, huwever, are
properly  discouraged by the Chinese officials, though
the nominal privilege of being allowed 1o go to Pekin
is grateful to the pride of the barbariang, and makes
them feel that, altheugh subjects paying tribute, they are
still persns of consequence, and allies of a powerful
emypire,

Having personally tested the working of the Chinese
system amony the tribes along her westem frontiers, 1
should b glad to sce the tribes along vur hills on the
north of India converted into a guard after the same
manner, instead of being, as they are at present, a sourge
of con~tant annoyance and danger.

Savagres are not the only danger to be met with in the
aciphbourhood of Sudiya. The whole country, which is
thickly overgronn with the densest jungle, shelters innu-
mwerable tigers, leopards, bears, wild elephants, and
rhinocerows, who find undisturbed security amidst the
trackless depths of the forests,

The depredations committed by tigers and leopands
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amongst the herds of the Assamese are a source of
great complaint.  During my stay in Sudiya the natives
were constantly reporting *kills”  One morning, while I
was sitting in the verandah of my ' clothes basket,' the
Sepoys in the neighbouring hills raised a ery of *Bagh !
bagh !" and, on going Lo a spot nut three hundred yasds
from the house, T fuund the newly-killed carcins of a
cow. Scveral animals had been Killed in the clearing
within a few days, and 1 had wamed the Sepoys not to
disturb the tiger, if they saw it, but to inform mwe
quictly, so that I might get a shot; bt they could net
resist yelling on  this eucasion, when they saw the
ferocious beast at work on his bleeding prey, Bid for
their folly T oecould have hilled the brute from the
verandal, s it was, he was seared, and T watched in
vain for him nearly all night in 2 tree vear €o which 1
had the carcass dragged. DBut his audacity scemed
to increase, for he killed several other bullocks hefore 1
left Sudiya,

Tuwards the middle of October the rains seemad to
have fuirly yiclded to fine weather. 1 began, therefore,
to think scriously of preparing fin a start for the
Mishmee country, and now diflicullics began to rear
themscls es in my path, Mathews, the half-broed Assam.
esc interpreter, had been faidy frightened out of all
intention of proceeding with me through the droaded
tribes ; he became sulhy, and then sick, signs which
were casily interpreted.  Starting with this pluckless
half-breed was out of the question, so T disharged him,
much to his delight, and returned to Debrughur, where,
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after great diffivulty, T succeedud in getting a loafer, who
had been a sart of Jack-of-ali-rades and master of
none, Fle was a Wost African negro: had been
hanuzht up as a =ailor ; and had senved for several years
in a Native Artillery Corps in Assam, where he had
marricd 2 native woman, and acquiral the lanpguage.
He was an inveterate drunkard, but a man of iron con-
strtution and undoubted pluch @ in fact, just the sort of
man. if he could only be hept from drink. S0 with him I
teturned to Sudiva, somewhat elated at having overcome
my first didiiculty.

On his anival, my new interpreter was arrested for
debt, and 1 had to hamd over twenty pounds to clear
him  No sooner was this done than his wife made her
appearance, and theeatened 1o arrest him for main-
tenange, and | was apain ecompddied to relieve him at a
further cost of ton pounds,  These pay ments convider-
ably enbanedd his vadue in my estimation, and, as an
inducemient to hoep him by me until we had made a fair
start. 1 bought two or three cases of <Od Tom,” and
gave him a bottle daily. The fint iening. under the
influcnce of his heloved bottle, he swore that he would
never leave me, amnd T could wee that he was my
stave through the intduence of gin,

The next thing to be dune was to pracuie a guide
through the Mishmee eountry to the fiontivrs of Thibet,
and I bethought me of the young Khamtee chief,
Chowsam, hyving vn the banks of the Tenga-pance river,
distant three or fiur days’ journey by beat. T had no
soonel conceived the bold idea of asking this chief to
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accompany me than I at once sct about preparing for a
visit to him, much against the advice of my pin-drinking
interpreter and his native fricnds, who would as soon
have thought of trusting themsclves alune in Chowsam's
country as of walking into the jaws of a tiger. 1 was
confident, however, that e was my man; cverything
I had heard of him made me more cager to secure his
services.  He was described as proud and haughty,
fearless, passivnate, and dreaded, not only by the
Assamese but by the Mishmeus, who pay him tribute.

I had scen him once in Debrughur, when he was on a
visit to Captain CGiregory, the Commissioner, and his
bold, defiant air had prepossessed me in his favour,  So
my faithful Philip, having full confidence in the judg-
ment of his master, set about making all necessary
preparation, and we startedd for the Tenga-pance river
on the 20th October, taking the negro with us as an
interpreter,
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The Tenga-pance  Groguy [ Lanl Mabser I sdon, ¢ liow-an'<Vilizpe
ConlRaception  FostIntassen Chowam  tananlPobtemws  The
Clnef's ot Gued  Rhasiee Poople Clim saten Hoowes
e Vg’ Houw e Badwlots Howst  Muoab € astoane
bocial Laws Korutn

Two days poling along the rcedy banks of the Brama-
pootra brought our dugout to the mouth of the Tenga-
pance, eatenng wluch we plided into its petlucid stream,
and commenced worhing up against a strong current.
An impenctrable jungle grew to the water’s edge on
cither hank, and the striam was o0 narrow that the
giant lmbs of the forest trees in many places almost
formed a canopy avethead, casting a sumbre shade in
keeping with the solemn silence which reirned around.
Hver and anon our boatmen would strike up their wild
buat song, which, echoing through the forest, would
startle myriads of parrots from their leafy perch, high
ovverhead ; these forming themselves into  cloud-like
flocks, would perform the most wonderful evolutions of
flight, while they filled the air with their sharp, shrill
screams.  Often as we went along a troop of monkeys
would follow us, leaping fiom tice to tree with man ellous
agility, and, as though in mockery at our tardy progress,
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the whole troop would throw themselves right over vur
heads, from the boughs of the trees on one bhank 1o
thoxe on the other, and then scamper off into the jungle,
where their hobgoblin chatter would die away in the
distance, like the waking remembrance of the sounds
heard in some horrible nightmare,  After sach disturb-
ances as these the prevailing silence of this wild country
invariably seemed more intense,

At the end of our first day’s journey up the Tenga-
panee we camped for the night on o small grassy island
in mid-river, where the stream had widened vut,. A
more lovely spot T have never bobeld. The flat grassy
island, some fifty yands long and twenty wide, was
gpread like a bright green carpet on the river, which
looked like a flour of polished ebony, so Dlack was it
from the shade cast by the leafy walls of the trees on
cither bank, The view up stream closcd only where the
distant perspective, afier forming a perfoct avenue searly
a mile in length, scemed to unite hoth banks in a distant
haze, and, as though nature had condescended to tahe a
lesson from the art of man, a row of plantain teces, with
their long graccful leaves, formed an oven hedyge of
brilliant jrreen, about twelve feet high, alonyg Loth sides
of the avenue.

I pitched my blanket-tent on the upper end of the
island, and lighted a fire in front, while my men kindled
a large watch firc a few paces off, and as the smoke
ascended through the till air in tapering columns, it
scemed as though the last touch of this Jovely picture
was complete.
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Towanls sundown T took my rod and line and fished
in the tiver. The mahseer had begun to run up stream in
scarch of limpid pools in which to spawn, <o my cfforts
were sonn rewarded with a run, and a heavy fish trotted
mie up and down the island for a long time. and proved
so powerful that 1 had to call in the asistance of the
Pomes with their nots before he shoned on the grass,
When he did he looked quite fourteen pounds, and
having groilled hin on the embers all hands made a
hearty fish supper, served with open-air sauce, after
which we turned in, first tefling off the first watch for
the night, wnder Philip—~a necessary precavtion, as we
were in the neighbourhood of Singphoo villages, the
inhabitants of whicl are terrible thieves,

We remained on this little island for three days, two
of which T wasz down with fever, In spite of this
enjoyed my=ell greatly, and left it with considerable
repret, nut, however, before T had christendd it * Gregory
Ixlaad,” in honour of my hind frivnd Captain Gregory,
Commissioner of Lukimpore, and buricd a bottle con-
Laining its name and the date of our visit.

From Gregory Island one day’s poling brought us to
Chowsam's villygre. A few villagers that were lounging
alongr the river bank stared at us in silenee, the presence
of 2 Sahib sceming to create no other impression than
that of supreme indifference, while their unwillingness to
anawer our enqguirics as to the whereabouts of Chowsam
svemed greatly to disconcert our boatmen, who proposed
that we should drop down the river again a mile or so0
and pass the night inthe jungle.  This was a propoesition
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that seemed absurd, for even if the people were hotile
they would not dare to molest us in their vitlage, besides
which T had been advived by Captain Grepory never to
camp near a village, but always to go to the village and
make its chicf responsible for my safety. 1 thefore
gave orders to the crew to take the hoat past the wllage
and land me on the grounds belonging to a Bhuddist
temple, situated at the upper end,  These anders, how-
ever, were only canjed out unider pressure, amd when 1
had landed the boatnxn tried to maks ofi down the
river, but Thilip was too quick for them.  He collected
their padldles and piled them up, making a seat for me.
ITaning landed all my tiaps, Philip and the neern set
about pitching the tent, and, just as they had finished, 2
priest from the temple came hastily towarcds us, aggu-
rently angry at our intrasion on the sacred soil.  For.
tunately the priest could speak Burmese, oo 1 grectod
him in that language, with a vory low bow, which hal a
mollifying effcct.  He nevertheless protested against the
tent being pitched in the tomple grounds, and on my
expressing profound regret at having anwittingly com-
mitted a mistake he told me to remain whete T wasuntil
he sent for Chowsam. By this time some twonty or
thirty Khamtee men and women Bad sathered round,
keeping, however, at a respeetful distance, and persis-
tently refusing to hold any conversativn with ue.  The
priest’s command that one of them should go in scarch
of the chief was silently obeyed, and before long a gong
sounded and the whole village assembled. Though I
knew that there was nothing to fear, the want of hospi-
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tality shown hy the Khamtees quite disconcerted me:
the withholding of hospitality among the tribes of Asia
always sigmifics enmity, and T feared that I might have
to return unsuecessful to Sudiya, A crowd soon ap-
proached, and in the centre, conspicuous by his tall
figure amxl haughty air, was Chowsam. with a ksok in his
face anything but reassuring.  When he had approached
within thirty paces of my tent T Ielt # aed advanced
towards him a4 pace or two and held out my hand,  This
be did not seem to pereeive, but, surrounded by the old
muen of the village he stoud before me, and enguired in
the Khamtee language why I had sent for him. An
unmistaheable Jook of anger in lus fine expressive coun-
tenance wanned nre agrainst further irritating him, so [
ruplicd that 1 was not 4 British officer but stmply a Sahib
who sought bis hospitality, and wished te speak te him
on busmess. When this reply was interpreted through
the negro wnd a4 Khamtee wlwe spoke Assamese it
seented to create i fecling in my favour. But Chowsam
at dirst devlined to enter the fent, and reguested 1o know
my business, I had no notion of commeneing acguaint.
ance with hiny in this manner, so T replicd that I could
not talk on business matters standing in the open,
and besides, T had travelled all day without eatine. On
hearing this he observed that 1 ~hould be supplied with
rice and fonls, and at once gave orders to some of his
attendants to procure everything necessary for the Sahib,
even to firewood, which had before been denied to us-the
villagers having prevented Philip gathering any on our
arrival. Chonsam having so far played the host, without
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unbending from his haughty manner said he would
return after I had dined amd hear what T had to say.

So far all was well. 1 was a puest of one of audare's
noblemen, and 1 had spuken to him as to a supwrior—
comduct, on the part of a Sahib, which had taken him by
surprise, and would, I felt sure, Iead to my securing his
services.  This thought so clated e as to overcome the
feeling of weakness which the fever always left for a day
or two, and I made o hearty dinner of rice and boked
foul, In the evening, about cight o'chxk, when the
village was apparently weapt in sleep, and | had begn
to fancy that the chicf might have forgotten his promise,
the negro, who was smwohing his pipe outside the tend,
reported the approach of Chowsam, who presented him.
self at the eotrance of the tent, without attempling to
cnter it, and still wearing an air of dignifi-d hadeur.
Guing out to him, I, after some difficulty, prevailed upon
minc host to enter, and then begged him 1o be seated,
This he first vefused to do, with an air of energy that
pleased me greatly. for it showed that 1 had overcome
his haughtiness. At last, after my telling him that I
was his guest and he was the ruler of Khamtees and a
chicf, and thus my superior, he took a scat himw O with
a pleased smile, which sat on bis handvsme countenance
with as much grace as his previous look of haughty
pride. Thilip now produced tea and pipes,  Accepting
a pipe with great gravity, he handed the tea to bis chief
elder, who had also entered the tent. A silence now
cnsucd, during which I had leisure 16 observe Cliowsam
more closely. He was a spare, tall man, over six fect
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in height, and apparently about thirty years of age, with
wall-proportioned limbs and very ereet, graceful carriage.
His face was a perfect study in itself. A very high
smonth furchead denoted intelieet, while his delicately
pencilled and almost straight eycbrows seemed {0 give
a sofl expression to decpeset glittering black cyes, which
alternately flashed out keen looks of intelligence, then
became cold and calm. A finely-chiselled Roman nose
with small compressed nostrils which expanded when he
smiled, and a longish curled upper lip resting firmly on
the lower one, pave to the lower halfl of his face that
haughty, expreswive ook alrendy spoken of.  The small
firm mauth lonked hard and crucl, but unless this feature
was stidied alone its expressim was not noticed, as
his face generally wore a ook of imperturbability that
irresistibly attracted attention. T have been thus par-
ticular in desenbing Chowsam, as 1 believe him to be
one of the deverest and mast influential Khamtee chicfs
in Northern JAssam, and one whom the Government
would de well to treat with consideration,

Aiter we had smohed somie time in silence, I told
Philip, in Chinese, to preduce a bottle of gin, and insisted
vl Chonsam and his clders, several of whom had now
seated themselves in the tent, taking a glass cach, which
they drank with vvident satisfaction, and 1 then began
to approach the chief on the subject of my visit, our
conversation still being carricd on through the negro
and a Khamtee who spoke Assamese, Knowing that he
bhad been in the Mishmee country on a mission to the
Thibetans beyond, I asked him to describe the country
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and people, as I wished o pass through them on the
way to Bathang, in Thibet. Whether it was that he
wished to imbue me with a proper sense of the dangers
that he had encuuntered, or whether he felt jealous of a
European going amongst them, and thus robbing him of
the reputation of being the only person of consequence
who had so far had access to their country, I coukd not
then understand ; he certainly drew a very vivid, and I
must say correct, picture of their savageness, aml ended
by saying that it would be madness for me to attempt
to go through their country alone,

In this description Chowsam had dropped the Kham-
tee tongue, and spoke fluently in Nssamese, a procacding
which considerably increased my admiration of him,
and when he finished talking I took care to proffer him
another glass of Old Tom, which e drank with the
same pleased dignity as he had done the first,

My cbject was 10 soften the beart of mine host, and
the second glass of spirit caused hit to draw a long
sigh of comfort, wo I continued the conversation by
saying, that T had come to see him because it was well
known that e was the only man whe could go among
the Mishmees and take a Sahib with him, wml that I
bad no intention of going into their country except in
company with him-clf.

Having spoken thus, I paused to watch the eficet on
him. That he was flattered was evident, bul he took
sotne moments to frame a reply, which he delivered very
slowly and with great dignity, ‘I am the head of the
Khamtees and the father of my people; it is not good
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that I should lcave them so much, but I am a servant
of the Kumpani,*® and if the Commiwsioner Sahib tells
me to take you, T will, but not otherwis)’

Now, as the Government had already distinetly warned
me that any advance into Thibet must be made at my
oun rish, T fnow that Captain Gregory, however much
he might wish me sucuess, could not give Chowsam any
such orders.  Under these dircumstances, Chowsam's
1eply was not encouraging, so T hodped my self to a glass
of i, as much to corer my diseppointment as to gain
tme for seilection, then gravely filling up the glaswes
of Chowsam and his cdders, when each glass was empty,
I resumied the subject.

Before procccdimgg further it was necessary to make
the cuef undastand that T was nnt an official, and it
was with some difficulty that he was at last made to
understand the ohjcet which tempted me to 1isk my bfe
by passing thiough the Misbmee countiy. When he
did, his manna complacdy changed ; e offurd me his
hand, and promised at onee that he would take me,
provided the ( ommissioner did not objeet My joy was
great new, amd fiom this time a fiivndship sprung up
butneen thirs btave dhief and myacdf, which I never had
reason tu cpent of

The 1wt of the night we spent in chatting and
smoking, anl it was nut until an ecarly hour next
moraing that cur paity broke up, Chow-am and his
¢lders leavingy, all the better fuu Old Tum, with repeated

* Adermoapphad to the Inlan Govanment throw, Lour the hill tnbes
uf Avamr, duovang the Last Indua L ompany.
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declarations of fricndship, and a promise to come and
see me carly next morning,

To speak of the Khamtees as a tribe is to do them
little justice, for there is that alswt the word trilwe which
conveys the idea of nililness and want of cultuee, very
far from forming a characteristic of the Khamlees, for
from some of their social laws even civilived nations
might take a lesson,

The great stronghold of the Klhamtees is in the neigh-
bourliood of the Ireawadidy, in the extreme north of
Burmuh, the Kbhamtees of AAsam Leing emigirants fram
that country under the leadersship of Chowsam’s father.
In relizion they affect to be strict followers of Butniese
Bhuddisn, but, exeopting ameong the pricats, their eligion
is fittle more than polytheism under a thin veil of Bhudkdist
pantheism, the beasty of Gautama's teaching being
utterly unhnown amongst them, while many of their cus-
toms are altegether spposed to Bhaddicm, They kil and
eat all animals, and wse the flesh and mill of cons and
buffaloes without seruple. Their privets arc men of great
importance, and theie influcnce is greater even than that
of the chiefs. No undertahing is conumnenced without
first consulting thom, and by pretended chivinations tw y
select and amuounce an auspicious day.  They are also
the schoolmaaters, ceery feee-lorn Khamtee youth being;
compeliid to attened school in the temples, whore e leams
to rewd and write his own langnage, and often Burniesc
using the Burmese written claracters for both languages
Thenst pricsts recvive their ottice from Bhuddistic institu
tions in Burmal, and are, without exception, e.jl_r'

L A
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orthodex among themeelves, though they seem to indulge
the whims of the Khamtees in many religious forms and
weremonics foreign to Bhuddism. I was very much sur-
prised to find no trace of monotheism among this people,
To all appcarance they scem to bave been converted by
follimers of Bhudda from polytheism dircet to pantheism,
and in this present a striking example of the strength of
Bhuddism when preached to polytheists,

The Khamtees are divided into innumerable clans,
cach clan having it~ own village and chivf or Gohain, and
curiously enouygh cach clan is recognised by the pattern
of the waist cloths worn by the men. The villapes vary
in size acconding to the strength of the clan. That of
Chowsam numbered about forty housces, scattered about
without any attempt at regularity. The houses are all
built on bambeo piles as in Burmdh, and entered by a
ladder.  The flooiing and walls consist uf closely inter-
laced Bambuo work, and the reofs are thatched with grass,
the caves projecting below the level of the Avor. The
interior is divided into several rooms communicating by
door« : onc 100m, devoted to the reception of guests, is
entirely open at one end with a sort of balcony outside.
Each room contains a moveable hearth without any
chimney, which is moved about the room at the will of
the occupants, amd as an appendage of the hearth there
is a rough wouden couch covered with an ¢mbroidered
carpet, in the manufacture of which the Khamtee women
are very skilful.  The only other articles of furniture are
a pair of iron fire-tongs and a smali teapot. Their food
is generally served in lacquered bowls and dishes, except-
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inz in the case of slaves amd poor people, who use common
carthenware.  All cooking is carrivd on in the wemen™s
roon, @ luch, of course, T never wntered. The intoriors of
the howses occupicd by aclltoado poople ae very elean
amd tidy, forming a pleasing contrast 1o thowe of othee
frontivr tribes in Assam, The stieets or lanes of the
village, however, are very filthy ; the nant of didingge
leaves them o a constant state of mie, nd innumerable
i dogs, and pouluy of overy deseription 1unning at
large do not add to the gencial combint of o walk
through the vllage.

Nome of the social Laws are vay curions At dther
end of evory village there is a lage oweae st apaud for g
singular purpose. At the age of poboty all the gnds aie
seit ftom the honse of thar puonts to one of these
buildings called the House of the Vg, and resenvad
entiicly for the dwdimgplace of unmareicd wennen,
From the tune that the young ginl entors this place she
never sliops anywhere elwe until manicd. Rising at
day liubt in the mmning «he 10pains to the hovw of her
parcts, ~poneds the day thare asisting in tix houschold
dutic», andd retwins to her sloeping place with the other
unmaniicd females at san-down, A with the gils so
with the boy~. They occupy the house at the opposite
end of the vllage, and every youth, though he <puonds the
day in the house of his father, at night mu-t neturn to the
bahedors' shocpnng place,

The Virgins' Hounse is sacred, and no man is supposed
to enter thire; indued, the vigilance of the old maids
whe bhave outlived the age of romance, prevents any

L2
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procceding which might be termed scandalous, and
the moradity of a Khamtee village is a pleasing
contemplation,

When a youny man desires to make choice of a wife,
he ashs the consent of his and her parents, and having
waintd both, ke may pay his addreses until he isin a
pevition Lo huild a luntse for the reception of his bride,
Long courtships are not uncommon, and it is a pretty
sight to see the young men escorting their intended brides
al sun-demn to their sleeping house, lingering  about
which many youthful couples may be seen, as the sun
sitths to rost, wishing cach other good night v gentle
vuices and loohs of Jove,

In the carly moning, 100, the young lovers mecet, the
youth callantly escorting his fair one toTuor parents’ house,
wlule she, 1my with health, would shame our European
e antivs, for at sunrise <he appears ficsle afier an clabo-
rate toilet, of whikh o bathe iV the tier forms a most
important part.

The costunie of beth men and women i~ extremely
pisturesque,  That of the women, who ase pood-louhmygr,
s very becoming, .\ leose fitting, jachet of white wilk or
cotton, with lung full sleeves, buttoned down the chest,
covery the upper part of the budy to their waist  a picce
uf stipud silk or cotton cloth fastened round the waisi,
falls The classie drapery to the anhles, displaying the
outlines of their well-shaped Hmbs; while this skirt-
like garment, having a kind of open fold in front, occa-
sionally affords a glimpse of a rounded limb of the most
porfect symmetry.  They wear no covering fur the head ;
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but their hair, which is raven black and generally very
abundant, 15 worn in a lage chignon on the top of the
hoad, and fastened with Luge sihor pins highly orma-
mented, They also wear carrings or nither solid dises
uf ol b or~ihier, not pendant, bat fixed in the lobe of the
ear, wheh'is completady it and net morely picraed. A
bracclets they wear heavy tings of yrold and silver. The
precious metals for thess omametts are obtained fiom
the trch gold and <ilver nnne s which are found o the hills
foronng the boandas of Bnmal on the oorth, and the
manulwtme of jowdd' ry iy & monopoly of the chicly,
who ate the gold amd sthosanths of the allage, and
denive considerable prafit rom the cserdise of theis handi-
craft

The costuni of themen consists of adose-fitting jacket
of winte cotton, wih i ht long <o esolicd up over the
wiists, antd bhuttoned degn the chest 5 a picee of Juelad
cotton Juth seeured round the waist, and covonal yards
in Lngath, iy Joopad up bddween the logs, giving sonk-
what the appuearance of Twks trousors, wlale a vy
white strip of cdoth is twistcd and tived round the bead in
the <hape of a puggaree, with the eneds stidng up ver
the fordiead, the lair being twisted dnto o Tnot on
the top of the head, The muon abso wear carrings and
bracelits Jike the women. s anns they cany a hravy
knfe of splondid temper and as shap as a raznor mud
from the stoed mamufucturid in the Khamtee enuntry
on the north of Burmah,  The blule is about ¢ihicen
inches in length, increasig in wadth fee m the handle to
about twe inches ot the point, which 14 square. The
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Khamtees are inveterate traders, and to their industry
Northern Assam is much indebted for the best rice and
vegetables, especially potatoes.  Although the chief is
lord of the soil, the whole community till it on the co-
operative system, the chief having his portion zallotted to
himy; after which the produce is equally divided between
cach houw, according 1o the number of hands in it who
have helped in the cultivation,  As stavery is an institu-
tion among them, well-to.do Khamtees never Iubour.
Besides the common land small plots are also cultivated
by individuale.  Free-born people also possess numerous
herds of tame buffalues and oxen used for tilling the
ground, and also as a means of barter with the Mishmecs.

All the grain produced by a village is kept in public
storchouses always built on the river bank, so as to be
near water in case of fire ; and the chiel’s man of business,
or tax collector, attends at one of these houses at Jay .
light vvery moming to serve out the paddy to cvery
house, 2 memlsr from which attends to receive the
daily supply, and the produce of all grain sent to market
from these stores is accounted for by the chief, who
distributes it pro rafd among the difterent houses,

As @ rule, all the free men are hunters, very few of
them doing manual labour, and in this they are very
expert, buth on land and water, handling a boat among
the rapids in an unrivalled manner,  They are also the
soldier guardians of the clan, as well as the merchants
who tiade with the Assamese, and other tribes ; while
the older nen, whe are bevond leading such an active
life, assist the chief as counscllors of the community, In
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physique, the Khamtees are superior to any of their
neighbours, and conspicuous for their light complexions.
Their national characteristic scems to be an exceoding
rostlessness. Where unchecked, predatory habits are
the dedight of the warriors, and the murderons readiness
to use their knives mahes them mach dreaded, while
their mode of warfare, which consists of carly moming
surprisals, with fire and sword, has coused them to gain a
desened name for treachenys,

Az T had been so successful with Chowsam during our
caroasal over night, T dotermined 1o leave him acst
morning, hefore e had time to change his mimd 5 and we
had just finished stowing the dugount, when he and three
of his principal men arrived. 1 predted hom cheerily,
and he replicd with a puod-natured shake of his head,
and an observation that [ had been too many for him
and his clders the night before.  He prossad me to stay
another day or twe, but T deelined, as 1 had much to
do in Sudiya, where 1 would await bis arrival. My real
ohject was to avoid giving his cklers a chanee of arguing
the expedieney of their chief undertaking the journcy.
Finding me dutermined 1o start, e walked down the
river bank with me, and, on arriving opposite his house,
a number of women came oumt, bringing quantitics of
fowls, pork, rive, heney, and sweetmeats.  1laving
stowed these, 1 ~hook hands with my host, whe again
asked if I was determined to go through the Mishmee
country, and, on my tclling lim that with his aid I feared
nothing, he replicd, *Good 3 T will meet you in Sediya
on the tenth day of the next monn’ S0 we parted, and
I returned to Sudiya to wait the appointed time,



CHAPTER XII

T TINGA-IANIT L.

Nt (el Chowsan™s Temm Rawmn o Dongapanee Ploasant
Rucaprrmn Beele'ar "Qante ~ T Prest ael bis OUmens Abcked
In Monheys Toncht b 3oz % Taiond Yt (he Qo
Ui Dpozeac Lhe Mo home Ehaat Fascwell Whiheses My 11der
Lieuthet
Tri1 to his promise, Chowsam appeared in Sudiya on
the appointed day, November 13, but declined final
atrangements uniil the arrival of ihe Commissioncr.
The chief's behaviour was my sterious. Whenever the
subjuet of the Mishmee country was toudhed on, he
shook his head, and chaneed the comversation. This
conduct was pussling until the canse was discovered.
Chowsam spent a geod deal of time in the basaar, in com-
pany with . Native official, whose duty itwas to louh after
the tribes ; and Philip, to whom I had confided the task
of fimding out the influences at work on Chowsam, soon
discovered that the Native officials were averse to a
Emoptan visting the Mishmees, the fact being that
they have considerable influence amongr the tribes, and
ate not, pethaps, very scrupulous in using it. Having
made this discoveny, I remained inactive till the arrival
of Captain Grogony, vn the 230d of dovember.  Before
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1 had seen him, Chowsam came and declared that it
would be impossible for him to accompany me, 45 a4 man
named Ilanden, the chief political Native officer, had
assured him that, in the cvent of anything happening,
the Government would not take notice of it.  Under
these circumstances, to travel among the tribes would e
‘walking against the knife.’  The chiel was unmistahe-
ably alarmed. This interference of the Native officials,
by publishing me a4 a man ont of the pale of Govern-
ment protection, would winjously  prove fatal, if un-
checked. I at onee paid Captain Gregory a visit, and
explained matters to him. e could not interfere, or
give Chowsam any puaraniee of protection, but his
evident fricndliness and sympathy inspiral Chowsam
with confidence, and after our iteiview, T invited the
chicf to my quarters for the purpese of having o talh, [
reminded him that the murder of Messes, Crick and
Bourie, the two French missionaries, a few years bedore,
had been avengoed on the Meju Mishinees, I such
steps had been tahen in the case of men who were not
Englishmen, how much more would the Government
be likely to avenge the murder of vur party of cleven
Britiah subjects?  This argumient seitlud the smader, and
I proceeded to condude arrangements with the chick.
For his survices as guide and Mishmeu interpreter, and
the cxpenses of the juurncy to hilxt, I gave him
four hundred rupees, and sccured to bis family, in cise
of his death, the sum of five hundred 1upees. T also
paid in advance two months’ pay, at thirty reptes |xr
month cach, for six of his men as porters. By this plan
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T travelledd as a perfectly ‘vacuus viator, without a pice
in my pocket, and sccured against the rivk of either
treachery or attack fur the sake of plunder. There was
no obstacle now to detain us. I all went well, we should
reach the frontier of Thibet about the middle of
February, where T had determined 1o remain until the
melting of the snow in April,

During our stay at Sudiya, both Lowtzang and Masu
had sulfered so acutely from fever that it proved impos-
sible to take them any further,  Lowtzang's absence was
of little con~cquence, but thus to lose the services of
Musu, as a Thibetan interpreter, and just as they were
needed, was provoling, after bringing him so many
thousand miles; however, his loss was not irreparable,
1 conld mahe myself pretty well understood in the
Chinese language, and, besides this, I relied a little on
Philip to sene as interpreter in Eastern Thibet, where
Chinese s a pood deal spoken, Fortunately, my friend
Juenkins volunteered his willingness to take the boys,
and make them useful on his plantation, until our
return, To his plantation on the Dehing they were
accordingly despatched, the lad Masu ~o ill that I never
expucted to see him again.

The waters of the Bramapootra were now very low,
and the weather guite cool ; the sun was not too hot
during the day to render walking without an umbrella
unpleasant, while the nights were cold enough to render
a fire in the tent an absolute necessity —indeed the night
we camped on Gregory Island brought on another very
bad attack of fever. and cvery fresh attack from this



The Pricst and kis Om.ons, 155

time seemed more weakening, but the fever had Decome
so much a matter of course, that I caredvery httle alwout
it as yet, and we once more artived at Clemsam’s village
in safety,

This time our arrival was marked by very ditfeent
conduct on the part of the Khamtees, In pluce of the
former indifference and scant civabity, the whale villyne
turned out on the river bank to woliome us, amil cone
spicuous in the centre stood Chowsaun and his ders,
who conducted me with maks of great 1cspect to the
Bachelors’ quarters, where it is usal to ctortedn male
strangers, and which were comtortably proparced for our
reception.  The Dbuwldiny conttined  oniy ome joum,
about thirty feet long by fiftcen broad, Innlt anteedy of
bamboo wicket-wink, and thatched with gaass, thoe was
no furniture, but the sales of Une walls were ung with
nets, crosa-Dows, Laives and spnars

During the evening I hoard that the pricst had not y ot
fixed a day for our final setting out, w0 vy moat morn-
ing I despatched Philip with « fow trfling prcsonts, and
kind messages.  This was newossaty in order that his
reverence might distover some gowd omons for our
journey, without which the dic M wouid startin bad spints,
and amidst the lumuontations of hus poople, foreboding
and cauwsing dlday if not disi-ter. In the course of the
day it was announced that the thind sunnse beonee would
be & propitious time for «tting out—which gase us three
days to bucome better acquainted with the Khamtee

Chuwsam and kis people did all they could to make the
time pass agreeably.  The former on the fist day showed
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me aver his rice fields, some five hundred acres in extent,
carcfully cleared from the forest, and well irrigated by
means of tiny canals leading from the Tenga-panee,
While we were walking around, a curious incident
ocuurred, illustrative of the dangers attending a life in
these wild distriets, At the opposite side of the clearing
a number of young women and boys were reaping paddy,
ant our attention was suddenly attracted to this group,
Iy the loud sercams of the females.  Their excitement
was o great that we hurried towards them, and on
approaching near, a troop of large monkeys were des-
cridd maling tonards the jungle. It appeared that the
monheys hid come nut of the jupgle and attacked the
women, evidently intent upon robbing them of the rice
amed swedtmeats, which they often carry into the ficlds
with them, hut beingr disappointed in their hopes, they
had commenced biting all the terrified females, and tear-
ing their clothes. What the altimate end of this attack
would have been, was difficult to say, had nat some of
the lads armed with knives hilied two of the langest males
and thus seared the rest. Un another oceasion during
our stay in the Khamtee village, 2 young man came
dragping three of these hupe monkeys after him, which
he had killed with his knife.  The three had attacked
him so clowely that he had cut them down one after the
other, the head of one havingr been taken clean off; the
youth, however, had been frightfully bitten in the contest,
about his arms and legs.  These monkey = are the terror of
the women and children, and many tales are told of their
ferocity, and of adventures almost incredible with them.
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On the first cvening of my sojown, Chowsam pave
orders for a fishing excursion by torch-light, 4 most
exciting sport, for which the Khamtees, above all the
neighbouring tribes, are cuvlebrated.  Afler dinge, we
sat in the Bachelors' 1Hall, talking oser the prospects of
the journcy until ten o'clock, when a number of the
young men who were sleeping around were rousasd, amd
active preparations at once begun for fishing. “Torches of
the pine wood, immense quantitics of which dnft down
the Bramapootra every suntmer from Thibe twere lighta o,
dugouts manned, and cast-nets carcfully arranced for
uie. When all was prepared | took my <eat in the middle
of a dugont, about cighteun feet long and as nuany inches
wide, Chowsam and the chlers bidding s jroend nizht
and plenty of sport. It was alovddy night, very duk
but clear, the stars overhead twinkling with great Inil-
liancy in the absence of the young moon, which hal
already disappeared below the western horizon.

Before coming Lo the best fishing giownd we had ta
deseend the Tenga-pance fur a couple of milis, amilst
great excitement, but perfect quict ; the dewent of the
rapids in the dark was very exciting ; the admitabke sLill
and coolness of the Khamtees romchorad the pavis,ation
perfectly safe, while the great quict only brolon ecca-
sionally by the mimic roar of the small rapids, and the
dense blackness of the night, heightened by the shade
thrown over the river from the walls of glust fincst trees,
threw around vur expedition a delightful air of enchant-
ment,

Having arrived at a deep poul, the three boats, which
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had kept pretty wedl together, though cach quite unseen
by the eecopants of the other, came to a stand.still, as
thougl arrested by some invisible Tand, for no sound
of paddle or grating of kedl on the stony bottom of the
river denatid any effort being made to bring up; but
we were motionless, held by our steersman, why, stand-
ine erect in the stern, grasped an overhanging branch.
Bilow us the other two dugouts were hrought up in a
similar mnner.  Some few minutes were spent in making
fast the painters, when we swonp round head to stream ;
then, at the signal of a low whistle, the torches were
sutlddenly hindled, and a red glare iflluminated the wild
midnight scene around ws.  In the bow of each boat
sat & man holding a torch, while another amidships stood
up with his cast-net ready on his arm, making signs to
the steersman to sweep the dugout a little in shore
towards 2 spot where 1 saw three large fish motionless,
save for a tremulous vibration of the tail, as though
fascinated by the unusual light,  We approached within
a proper distance : the fatal net glaneed fur a moment in
the torchlinin, then fell in a cirele of some six fect over
the fish.  In the meanuhile the netsmen in the other
dugouts had espicd more fish, and with the same good
fortune made capture of no less than eight lanre fish,
weighing un an average ten to tweh e pounds cach, which
were soon floundering in the boats,

The moment that the nets were thrown, the Khamtees
commenced shouting and singing in the wildest manner,
their demoniae yells being caught up by troops of
hulluk monkeys in the neighbouring jungles, and 2 com-
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motion was raised that might have made any one less
uwed to wild life fancy that he was present at some
midnight incantation.

In this manmr we dished down stream for several
miles, only leaving off when the ciowing of the jungle
cocks announced the approach of daybreak,  The sport
was very gomd, 0o hoss than thirtv-aeven fine fish were
taken from our dugouts when ne Luded at the vilage
next moming at sunrse, welcomed winl lownd prases by
the pirks ancd men who had w centhilod to grect os,

Though our party had done nothine csieautdinary in
the way of o catcdi, the ofd ornand madons of vom e
aseribed the good tatune attending the oxpeditnn to
the presence of Koopal Sahily, and 1 was soom indelited
to the theughtful <are of Chowsam™ women-Lind for a
sumptuous breabfastoin wihichi grilleed fede play od 2 most
impertant and ploaame part.

Having boen up all night 1 fell askeep almost imme-
diately alter Breakfust, and skept till near sun-down, whon
Chowsam, atte nded by his wili and samd fomde Shaves,
called me to get wp amd patale of dwner, which wa,
nuatly soread oot on the floor. AL F was haedly ready
for the meal, Chow-am ptopuscdl a odip in the river
above the silbage, where thore vas a duep sl This
was 2 luxury not to be refused, o off we started a:d
touk our swim before an adminitr crond of mon and
hoys who st on the bank,  Aftor this we raturned to
dinner, at which 1 was jeincd by Chow-am and some of
his ¢lders, with whem I apent 2 very pleasant pizhe,

Next day I was down with the fever, brouglt on by
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the exposure af the night’s fishing; but the kindness of
Chowsam and his wif, who paid their guest every
altontion, even to heeping me supplicd with acidelated
drink., made from dricd sour pomiloes, enabled me to
throw it off and et about next day.

On the third morning, as we were sittinge at breakfast,
the privst paid me a visit in return for the presents sent
1o him.  After seating lim~cIf, the reverend pentleman
announced the result of his divinations.  Besides one or
tmo guod omens of general suceess, he foretold that the
following day would he propitious fur a start. To testify
my gratitude for his great interestin a tranger, I ordered
Plhubip 1o pive him a string of Large yellow glass beads
for a rosaty, a piece of lilerality on the part of the
stianger Sahib which drew forth approving remarks
net anly from the disciple of Buddha, but also from
the Khamtees, while the astute chicf, soeing my drift,
winhod his eye eapressively,  Miore this the pricst «aid
he wishied to give me a word of advice before leasing,
aml provecdal 1o aay that the journey before nre was
one of pueat peril, and from his calculatiims there
appeared to be a great danger awaiting me 3 in what
shape, however, he could not tll, but, by oberving great
caution, | would escape it,  Having thus deliv ered him-
s 01, he gatherad his flowing ycilow gatments about him,
and, with a pulite bow, solemaly departed.

Tur the test of the day the whole village seemed alive
with the preparations fur vur departure,  Chowsant paid
the sin mwn who were to act as porters two munths’
wages in advance, in the presence of oll the clders
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assembled round the hearth in my quarters. As cach
man camc up to receive his pay, the services which were
required of him during the journey were solemnly enu-
merated by one of the old men, and they then prepared
for the journcy. They made themsclves little water-
tight oblong baskets of reeds and rattans, about fourteen
inches in diameter and two feet long,  These, slung on
their backs by means of broad bands of finely-plaited
bamboo, were to hold our provisions and goods.  Their
knives were all carefully sharpencd, cross-bows attended
to, and their arrows poisoned.  Each man was fur-
nished by Chowsam with a new cloth and turban;
and it was not until a late hour in the evening that
all preparations were completed.  Our last aight was
again spuent in revelry, the chief and his elders smok-
ing and drinking after I had retired until a very late
hour,

From all I had scen and heard during the previous
three days, it was evident that the Khamices felt that
their chief had cniered upon a very hazardous under-
taking, and, in spite of the hilarity kept up in order to
do hunour to the Sahib's visit, there was no little anxicty
felt by the older people for the safety of the pasty, their
chicf being unmistakably beloved by them and looked
up to as onc who did well for his clan,

Next morning, ere the village cocks erew in honour
of the approaching day, a gong in Chowsam's house
sounded at intervals of a few seconds, and at dawn of
day the whole of the village people—men, women, and
childrcn—were gathered round my quarters. Prescntly

L
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Chowsam, followed by his clders, and the coolics to
carry our bagpage, advanced in a grave procession
through the erowd. The chief first, and next the clders,
who, when the chief had taken a seat by me, ranged
themselves in a cirele round the fire, while the coolies
stood respectivlly in a row near the entrance.  One
by onc cach cooly was called ap and harangued by
Chowsam in the presence of the elders, and then the
articles which he had o carry were handed fo him.
Three men carivd the whole of the personal bagrage
belonging to Chowsam, to mysclf, Philip, and the negro,
twenty pounds’ weipht being allotted to cach. My
blanket-tent, fryingpan, fork, two flat tin plates and tin
pol —the latter articles forming my kitchen utensils and
dinner ervice —formed a load for another man, while
three others carried vur stores of tea, dried fsh, raw rice,
amd baked tice powdercd and mixed with suger; this
preparation, being light and highly nutritious, forms an
excellent article of foud for travellers to carry with them
in marches through wild countries, where provisions are
searee.

The tast man now stepped forward to receive his load,
which, as compri-ing our bank, medicine chest, wine
cellar, and bread store, was most valvable.  On opening
my packet of nedicines—ushich had consisted of iwo
vunces of quining, @ small hottle of stecl drops, six dozen
purgative pills, vne hutie of chlorodyne, one stick of
caustic, and one pot of Holloway’s cintment—one buttle
of quinine, the stick of caustic, the pot of uwintment,
and steel drops were found to be missing. This was
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very annoying, as the red leeches, common in the lower
ranges of the Assam hills, are very venomous, sv much
s0 that, unless their bites are cauterised, bad sores are
formed. The ointment I had already proved to be a
successful safeguard against the leeches of the plains,
and I confess that the prospect of being thus at the
mercy of the leeches was not pleasing ; but, though very
anary at this theft, I did not like to say anything, for
fea: of maling the chicf uncomfortable. The articles
must have been purloined by a okilful thief, and one
who knew the value of caustic, which was scarcely to b
expected of any of the Khamtees; and this reflection
awakemed strong suspivions against the negre, whose
unsolicited  protests of innocence afterwards, when |
spoke 1o Philip about it, confirmed me in laying the
theft at his duoor.

Provohing as the loss was, it was no use thinking over
it, and from the precautions of the ciders in taking a
list of all the articles confided to ench man, T was secure
agrainol theft for the future.  When the last had reecived
Lis lowd. all the villagers were admitied, or as many a»
could find standing reom in the building, as 1 thougiht,
for the purpose of leave taking,  Perfeet silence ensued,
till the oldest of the clders stood up, and addressed me
somewhat as fullows : * Koupah Sahib,—You are about to
start on a long and dangerous journey.,  After you leave
us cunstant dangers will beset you—a stranger to the
country and peuple amongst whom you will have 10
travel  Under these circumstances, we confide you to
the care of our guliain, who will be responsibie for you

x3
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with his lifi;, and we beg of you to give us your word
that ynu will intrust youralf cntircly to his guidance.
You must act toward- him as to an eldor brother; on
every owcision be guided by his advice, no matter how
much it may bue against your wish'  He then proceeded
to suy that © the village had assembled to lid us fares
wi b andd achnondedge the responsitulity of the clan for
my safely.” Having spohen, he sat down, and as all cyes
were twmd to me, 1 rise, and thanked the Khamtees
for thou Lindne s, and solomnly promisad, with upraised
hand, to abide by the advice of the elder, and treat
Chowsam henceforth as an elder brother. This cere-
mony having been concluded, Chowsam addressed his
prople (Confiding them o the caie of their elder doring
hin abseineedy in what must have been impressive lan-
euaze, lor many of the women audilsly ~obbed, while the
men hunyr their hoads as though unable to look their
chicf in the face, amd see thae the working of a
coutilenanee belraying proat emotton. When Chowsam
had tished, numlnas of prcsents of sweetmeats were
handad to me by the women; in fact, so many were
showaied upon o, that the gohain at last intafered,
amd we ntade a move from the house to the mver bank,
accompanidl by the crowd, in perfect silence.  Just
befine gettmg into the boat, T turned, and raising my
hamds above my head, made a bow to the people as a
parting salutation, which, though nut according to their
cuslom, was undurstood and returned by them. Chowsam
was the last to embark, and as he stood alone on the
bank, 1t was an afifecting sight to see most of the young
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men come, one after the other, and bend the knee
before him as a mark of respect.  The last man having
paid his homage, Chowsam entered the dugout, and we
shot across the river, disembarked, and set out on our
juurncy.
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CHAPTLR X1II

TH1 IRAMARLNAD

Stomter Forg tk ITul a1 M nlexn Mhtln Tanl I orel oo — Honey
1wt e Ledials Bl HeC ¥ n e I bbb
A %D sy Sselh bk loete b Brmman 1 Sund
Peh Mol A oo 1he Mubweo lnbes Chullah € tshe
Ix wer e —Amy  {Mnao ook
O R 1oate, for about a mule, 1y alon 7 the 1ight bank of
the Tun epmee, then lod odf thioush dense tice jungle,
whkh bl ova 1o the wite of o luge Khimtee
sifr « Dudt Tn o howsam o~ fither, but aband mod after
the Khunteo dedaat at Sudiyt Teonint thoese funt
mues of man imdesiy, we entered dege into the
tstest The order of much of the puty, Cmesting of
twe e men and two sines, hid bun ananged by
Chowsun, and w s nover ftavaos vaned Tl men,
w sl fle, went abod some fifty y nds then came
Chewsam, dowdy follkmed by mysdf and Philip, while
the 105t of vur mien, with the ne2ro who had charae of
my two pulldos frmed the rear qurd, about twenty
vards hchind A ne stiode wilently along o the twilicht
of thy lotest, with a cinopy of dunse fulnyge overhead, a
tull sense of the wild lide oponing before us made my
heart leap azam, and 1 seemed, a2 we penctrated farther
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into the wilderness, to throw off the lethargy of months,
and to breathe with freedom, Our home, for some time,
would be the forest, a delightful prospect but for fever
and Iveches; nothing could exceed the beauty of the
luxuriant foliaygre which shaded us from the noonday
sun. The tall poma trees {Crdrela tovna) and the ginnt-
like hitolu (Rombax malebaricuns), towering above trees
of smaller growth, let duwn from their branches festouns
of ratans, which hung gracefully on the lesser irees, ax
though placed there by the hands of weod nymphs
Oftun as we walked along under these dense masses of
filiagre, the soumd of our footsteps would disturh a colony
of hullul: monkeys, which scampered off, uttering the
mournful screams of *hully, hullu’  So quick are these
fittle black apes in their movements amony the branches,
that though | have often seen the branches of the trees
tremibling beneath the weight of their bodies, T never
saw one in a wild state. They are grotesque little
creatures, standing, when full grown, from sixteen to
eighteen inches high, black, with very long armw, and
when tamed make very gentle and amusing pets,. Con-
finement seems rather filal to them, as they are dificult
to rear. Though so very nimble among trees, they are
very helpless on the ground, as they walk upright, and
the natives, especially the Mishmees, who hunt pear the
fort of the hills, catch many of them during the dry
scason, when they have te keave the forest and go in
svarch of water, There are, besides these, many varictics
of monkcys in the Assam jungles, of which the most
troublesume are the large grey sort already mentioned.
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Just hefore mid-day, as we were quictly pursuing our
march, the coolics in front suddenly shouted to us, and
this waming was immediately folloned by angry snorts
and a tremendous stampede on our right front, and
before T had time to look round Chowsam pulled me
hack, and cach made for a tree,® and the whole party in
this manncr just managed to escape out of the way of
a herd of mhitton,} which, having drawn together in a
compict braly, crashed through the forest direct across
aur puth, and, with heads down until their nostrils almost
touched their breasts, bore down all the smaller trees
in their way. I could casily have planted a ball in the
fne old bull which piloted the herd as T covered the
<hsulder of the fierce animal, and it required an effort to
restriin myself from polling trigger. 1t was well that 1
hiud sufiicient diseretion to resist the temiptation, for of all
denizens of the Assam forest none are more dangerous
10 encounter afoot than the bull mhittun,  Buffaloes will
goenerally run, when hit, in covert, but the bull mhitton
charges on first sight of the enemy, and if wounded
becomes 2 most determined assailant, and from the
tenacity with which he will follow up his enemy is more
to be feared than the thinoceros.

As the noise of the retreating herd died away in the
depths of the forest all our party mustered again, and we
halted for the mid-day meal.

A space several yards in diameter was speedily

* THustration,
+ i frontalis: an animal somewbat resembliog a cross ietween a bull
aml u buflalo,
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cleared of dwarf jungle by the effective knives of our
men, and we sat down to dried fish and cold rice. In
the cxcitement of the mhitton charge and the chaff
which cnsued amongst our party—cach one whimsically
describing with pantomimic gesturcs the cclerity with
which his acighbour had made himself scarce—1 quite
forgot the leeches until a series of sharp pricks on the
neck and legs roused me to a sense of their attentions
One of the Khamtees disposed of three that were
comfortably enjoying a bloudy repast from the veins of
my neck, and by dint of partially undressing half a dosen
more that had commenced operations on my legs were
disposeessed, each leaving behind them a long tiny stream
of blood, O all the hardskips and unpleasant senvations
experienced in the Assam jungle none have lefi a more
disagreeable recollection than the attacks of land leeches.
Often, on sitting down, I could count a dozen of these
little animals hurrying from all directions to their prey.
In length they are about an inch, while their thichness
does not exceed that of an ordinary scwing necdle
Their mode of progression is curious in the extreme,
Fixing one extremity by means of its bell-shaped sucker
firmly on a leaf or on the ground, the leech curves itself
into an arch, the other cnd is then advanced till the
creature resembles a loop, again to expand into an
arch, but the movement is quicker than words can
describe it; the rapidity with which they thus progress
along is quite startling. As they occasivnally rear them-
sclves perpendicularly and sway about from side to side,
taking a survey round them in quest of prey, the observer
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cannnt fail to conccive a dread of the bloodthirsty little
creatures ® They exercised quite a fascination over me,
I could never resist watchineg them whenever 1 took a
seat.  Their power of scent was evidently heun, At first
they would hold themschves ereet, then suddenly, as
thouzh they had just discovered my whercabouts, they
would throw thomselves furward and with quuk cager
strudes male towasds my anfortunate Iaady, pnd it was a
lopr time Defore 1 could restrain a shudder at their
approah, but use does wonders, and at last T uwed to
flipp them wif my clothoes and hands, Khamtee fashion,
with great imbifierence.

There ase several spegies of leeches in Assam, but 1
have only come in enntact with three hinds: the common
brown ou, just desaiibed 3 the red, or Tall leedh, which
is lute thin the former and of a light red colour,
inflicting a venomous, though not dangioos, Inte; and
the hair loedh, so called by the Khamtoes from its great
lensth and oatreme tenuty,  This last doseniption of
lewch fes mowait in the graws, and as ammals feod it
enters the nostsils and fiaes itself firmly in the interior,
where it takes up permanent quartes, cusing the poor
buasts great irritation. Bt seems to snffict itudf entirely
on animais, which is fortunate, or man would suficr greatly
from this scourpe of the junple,

By way of amusement after dinner Chowsam ordered
one of s men to get some honey from a canvity in the
trunk of a dead poma tree, and as the hive was fully
sizy feet from the ground 1 had an opportunity of

® llus‘ration,
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secing the Khamtee mode of ascending a tree,  Cutting
down a tall bamboo, thirty or forty feet long, he lashed
pieces a foot lung crosswise, forming a kind of ladder;
then, placing the bamboo upright against the tree, he
ascended it a fuw feet, stopped, and lashed it to the trunk
by means of a strip of bamboo, nhich he repenated at
intervals; when he had reached the top of the bamboo
another smaller one was handed to him prepared in the
same manner as the first, this he secured as he had done
the other, and in this manner reached the hive. e
then set fire to some dried grass and tinder which he
shoved into the cavity and quickly descended.  Aftera
while he went up again, carrying my fryingpan, which he
filled with dvlicious comb, and again deseended literally
coveredd with the bees, who, returning home honey-laden
found him robbing their store.  The stings planted in
his Lody seemed to cause him little annoyance, for he
picked them out with as much sang froid as a hedger in
I-fngland would extract a bramble thorn,  The time em-
ployed to gather this honey did not exceed half an hour,
so that we were soon again eor rente for our camping
place on a bare grassy island in the centre of the Cam-
lang-pance, a branch of the Tenga-pance, which was
reached about four in the afterncon, after a march of
twenty or twenty-five miles,

Chowsam'’s tame herd of cow buffaloes were grazing
in the neighbourhood, and his herdsman had erccted
a sort of stage of bambous, roughly thatched with grass;
in this rickety place we stowed our baggage and made up
beds for the night, and then while the evening meal of
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boiled rice and roasted dry fish was preparing, we took a
refreshing bath in the river, here about knee deep and
casily fordable.  While thus engaged some of the buffa-
loews grazing in the forest which lined the river bank,
hearing voies, crmswd the siver to the island, a
procecding on thair part which caused us little ap-
prehension until, startled by an angry snorting, we
deseried a wilid bull which had joined the herd pawing
up the carth on the opposite bask, cvidently angry at
vur familiarity with his harem of tame cons,  This
sight wus a signal which drove every man to the shanty
on the ishnd, where, in the meanwhile, the herd-man
hael arrived and was busy entertaining our camp with
the history of the terrible bull. It appearcd that on
the previous day the hent of cows, under the protee-
tion of a fine tame bull and the herdsman, were grazing
in the vicinty of a neighthouaring jhech, when the =tranger,
which had apparently been driven from a wild herd, as he
had several wounds about bim, rushed out of the jungle;
having attacked and speedily hitle ] the tame bull be then
constitted himself protector of the tame herd. On the
morning of the day of our arrival he had driven off a
tigrer which had attached a young bufiule, and was now
s savage that the herd had hept out of his way all day.

Chowsam asked me to shoot the giant, as I had a
double rifle with me, but 1 declined at first, as I had no
confidence in my nerve, which had suffercd during the
cunstant attacks of fever.  The refusal made Chowsam
laugh, as if duubtful of my covrage. Somewhat nettled,
I touk up the rifle intending to have a shot, but as both
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the Chief and Philip added their entreatics that T would
not attempt it, 1 desisted, though, however, not at ail
pleased with the Chief’s manner.

Before leaving the Camlang-panee next morning, 1
promised the herdsman thirty rupees for the heal of the
wild bull, and it was afterwards killed by some Mishmees
with poisoned arrows.  The horns, which were very fine,
measuring cleven feet two inches from tip 1o tip,
measured round the inside and across the forchend,
are now in the possession of my friend Mr. Wood, of the
Calestta Chamber of Commerce.

Two days’ short mardies from the Camlane river,
through dense junole, brought us oa to the right bank of
the Bramapootia, a fow miles below  the Bramahund,
and we camped® for the ciening on a sandbank near
the mouth of a nullah opening from the lremapootra,
Although within a stond’s throw of the river, we were
completely shut in by dense forest. The dry sandy bed
of the nullab, alomz which we had travelled for several
miles, was everywhere cut ap with the tracks of bufialoes,
deer, clophants, tivers, amd bears, which aroused a hope
of getting a shot at a deer during the night, food now
being scarce, and our expuctation of a supply of fish
from Mishmee partics having beon disappuinted. The
evening meal ¢omsisted of two small dried fish procured
from a party of Mishimees, rice, and boiled pluntain flower.
There are few more delicious vegetable—if one may
apply the name to it—than the plantain flower when
cooked, and shill is required to acquire perfection in

# Illustration,



174 T ke Bramakund.

the art. The flower, which is gererally about the size of
a guad cucumber, should be stripped of its outside grecn
leaves, and nothing used but the inner tender leaves and
stalk ; these, after being carcfully washed, are put into a
Pt containing cold water, seasoned with salt, and boiled
for half an hour, when they become tender and very
glutinous. Care should be taken not to boil them too
Jong, ur they become tough,

After supper 1 propased to Chowsam that we should
try and get a shot during the night to replenish our
larder, rice and vegetables, which we had lived on for
two duays, being but sorry food for men doing hard
work, lle, however, objected to move, and suggested
that 1 should go up the nullah towards midnight, when I
wauld get a shot without the trouble of lying in wait.
Thix propewsition bore on the face of it such evident
sarcasm, that I perceived Chowsam wished to ‘try the
Sahib's’ courate, discredited by the afiair of the bufiale,
To ascend the nullah late at night, when bears and tigers
were sure to be on the move, would be a must fuolhardy
business, but I felt that it would not do to aliow
Chuowsam or any of his men to indulge in any fancied
superiority, so | determined to ascend the nullah and
take the chance of getting a shot at anything on the
move.

Alter sitting at the camp fire with Chowsam until
towards midnight, 1 shouldvred my rific and proposed
that Chowsam shuuld accompany me up the nullah
The Chicf objected, however, on account of the lateness
of the hour, but facetivusly observed that there was no
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reason why I should not go, whereupon 1 left the camp,
desiring two of the men to fullow,

A description of the nullah will give a definite idea of
what I was about to do. A nullah is the dry bed of a
water-course, which in summer carries off the waters of
the plains into the rivers, and in winter becomes dry,
with the exception of pouols left here and there, to which
the beasts of the forests resort for water at niglt.  The
banks are generally perpendicular, and from twelve to
twenty fect hiph, so that it is Dot casy to get out unless
by the beaten paths wsed by a herd of wild clephants or
buffalucs. 1t must be confessed that T did not selish the
prospuect Before me, but unless Chuwsam was convinced
that the Sahib wus not to be trifled with, I should lose
all influence over him and his fullowers.  So [ entered
the mouth of the watercourse.  The lofty trees—whose
partly exposed roots hung in hideous distortions over
the sides of the nullah-—formed overhemd a dense
canopy, causing a darkness which at fint seemed im-
penctrable, but after groping along for a time the cye
grew accustomed 1o it, while the white sandy bed defined
the road, the trunks of falken trees standing out on il
like uncouth monsters,  With rifle cocked, and closely
followed by the two Khamtees, 1 went cautiously on,
stopping «very now and then to listen to the sounds of
cracking twipgs which denoted the movements of some
animal. Proceuding in this way for nearly a mile, 1
came to a fallen tree which laid across the nutfah. Upon
this I at once determined to scat myself and wait for a
shot at any passing game. The tre¢ was admirably
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adapted for a Machan: climbing into it, I succceded in
finding a comfortable perch, about fifteen fect from the
ground, as it were on a bridge, undemeath which any
animal coming up or down the nullah would have to
pass. A slight opening in the trecs on either bank
allowed an occasional moonbeam to fall upon the bed of
ithe nullab, thus giving light to take aim.

Having made myself comfortable, I bade the men
retarn to camp, and remained alone on the watch, An
hour passed without the sign of game, and I began to
fear Jest the moo should leave me in darkness, when the
glare of a torch suddenly revealed some one ascending
the nullal, and to my sorprise 1 saw Chowsam and
several of his men, evidently alarmed for my safety.
They stopped just under the tree, and commuenced an
carest conversation  the men cvidently in duebt as to
the spol where they had left me — which was suddenly
interiupted by my descent into the middle of the group,
upselting two of the men,  They picked themselves up
and fled, but Chowsam's sharp unpleasant hnife was out
in & moment, but put up again as I greeted him with a
loud langl.  We now formed a fine picture, as the glare
of the torch lighted up the nullah. The working of
the Khamtees' countenances as  they composed their
features for a laugh amused me greatly, as it was
evident that they had been thoroughly frightened,
Chowsam fult that he had Deen sold, but he appeared
more pleased than angry, and proposed to kecp watch
with me for a time. As the moon had now disappeared,
a torch and company were welcome, secing that I
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intended to wait on the chance of getting a shot at day-
break, After smoking and chatting for some time,
Chowsam and his men departed, having first enveloped
me in several of their blankets, and I stretched myself
on the limb of the tree and waited, haif dozingr, until the
jungle cacks gave warning of the approach of day.
Throwing ofi the blankets and rolling them up into a
cushion, I made a comfortable scat, and with rifle in
readiness commenced another watch,  An hout passed,
and daylight had already penctrated into the nullah,
when T caught the ery of a little barking deer, which waz
evidently on the nove. It soon made its apprarance
and stopped within a few yards of the tree, apparently
unconscious of danger.  Poor little animal! 1 covered
it with my rifle, and with a pang of regret pulled the
trigger,  When the smoke cleared away all regret
vanished, as in its outstretched form I realized the
prospect of a venison breakfast.  The report of the rifle
echoed far and wide, and was answered by the mournful
screams of the hulluk monkeys, The whole forest secm-
ing suddenly to have awakened into life, I was in no hurry
to descend from the tree, and it was fortunate that [
stopped to reload, for I had scarcely reloaded when a
tremendous crash was heard in the nullah just above,
and a solitary bull.buffalo charged right under the tree
in the dircction of the camp. A bullet struck him in
the side, without staying his carcer for a moment.
Fearing now that others might follow in his footsteps,
or that the camp fires and the shouts of the men in the
camp might drive him up the nullah again, I remained
N
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in the tree for half an hour, when Chowsam and all our
party, including Philip and the negro, cane in sight.
The chicf secing me safe and sound, shook his head
and laconically obscrved that it was “very bad,” but I
puinted 1o the venison, which was soon on the shoulders
of onc of the men, and we all returned to camp.

it appeared that Chowsam bad been alarmed, lest 1
had been hurt by the buffalo. The beast, evidently
infuriated, had charged through the camp and takes to
the river, followed for some distance by the two bull-
dogs, which broke loose and gave chase.

This night's work had completely restored Chowsam's
gnad opinion of my courage, and he never again veatured
to put it to the test without necessity.

The loss of sleep over-night rendered the continuance
of our march next morning rather a hard procieding,
but the scarcity of provisions would not allow of a day's
rest, so we continued on, after a hearty breakfast of
venison, which did not Jeave enough of the deer to make
a decent meal in the evening.  The men toiling all day
under their loads, ate such enormous quantitics of rice that
our supply was rapidly decreasing, and I foresaw it was
plain that, unless we soon arrived at a Mishmee village,
we should experience a little hunger. In the even-
imgr when we camped, at the Bramapootra, some of the
men collected a number of edible beetles, These little
insects, which are a species of water-bectle, are found in
immense numbers during the cold weather in the dry
shingly bed of the Upper Bramapootra. They are about
the size of a finger-nail, with bronzed wing shields, and
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when handled exude a liguid resembling walout juice,
of a strung but nut unpleasant odour, The Khamtees
secmed to consider them a great delicacy when boiled,
and for several days the odour of the beetles seemed to
impregnate their bodies, to their intense satisfaction.
Fortunately we had encountered a party of Degaroo
Mishmees on a fishing expedition to the plains, and
succeeded in goetting a fow dried fish from them ; and
these, with the remainder of the venison, afforded the
last good meal we were to have for some time.

YWe had now artived at the famous Bramakund, and [
was greatly disappointed to find that my expectations—
gathered from hearsay —of ity scenic grandeur were not
realized. T had pictured a ploomy gorge, from which
I expected to see the Bramapootra pouring its waters
into a large pool or Iake, Instead of this, the Brama-
pootra tiver simply debouched from a low range of hills
in a noisy turbulent stream, and turning sharp from the
north flowed quictly castwards. Its rocky banks were
not two hundred fect in the perpendicular anywhere,
The Bramakund or sacred spring—from which the
neighbourhood takes its name—was nothing more than
a tiny streamlet trickling down the precipitous clifl, and
falling intu a deep biasin, formed by a point of ruck,
jutting out at right angles from the left bank of the river.
In the basin were great numbers of large fish, which are
fed by the Hindono fakvers, who guard the sacred spring,
Pilgrims from all parts of Assamand Bengal visit the
Bramakund to bathe in its sacred waters, during the cold
season, and every pilgrim so visiting the place feeds the

w3
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fish, which are held to be sacred, the Mishmees de-
claring that they are the spirits of departed fakeers.

After T had visited the spring, and secn all there was
to be scen, I returned to my tent, which was pitched
under the lee of a gigantic granite boulder. In the mean-
time I found a party of Degaroo Mishmcees had arrived,
the leader of whom had brought a message to Chowsam
from Bowsong, the most powerful chief of the Meju
Mishmees, to the effuct that he had heard rumours of
our intended visit, and duesired to intimate that our pre-
sence would not be welcome in the Mcju country.  This
was most uncxpected, both by Chowsam and myself,
who on conferring together decided to treat the message
with polite indifference.  After a little parley with the
Mishmees, in which we conveyed our belief that Bowsong
must have made a mistake, we gave his messengers some
opium, and they joined our party, making merry until
a Jate hour at night.

There are three tribes of Mishmees, known respectively
as the Degaroo, Meju, and Chullzh Cottah, or Craphaired
Mishmees, so called from the habit of cropping their
hair round the head so as to give them the appear-
ance of wearing a mushroom-shaped hat. This tribe
inhabits the hill country directly north of Sudiya, and
extending to the frontiers of Thibet.  They are
exceedingly warlike and predatory, annually carrying
firc and sword into the country of their neighbours,
the Degaroo and Meju Mishmees, by whom they
are both feared and detested—at one time they were
such a trouble to the Indian Government that they were
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forbidden to visit Sudiya or the plains, on pain of death.
This stringent regulation has, however, been removed at
therequest of adeputation of the chicls, who visited Sudiya
and guaranteed the good behavivur of the tribe, if allowed
to trade with the plains, For a ycar they have come down
from the hills without indulging in any of their old pro-
pensitics,  When I was in Northern  Assam, little was
known of this tribe beyond the visits paid by a few
traders to the annual fair at Sudiya, 'With Thibet they
carry on a considerable traffic, exchanging Mishmee
teta, a kind of febrifuge, and musk, for yaks, knives,
spear-heads, iron coohing vessels, beads, and brass pipes
of Chine~¢ manufacture.

The Degarons dwell south of the Chullaly Cotiahs,
between the little river Khoondil and the line of the
Bramapootra river. In dress, manners and customs,
and appearance they are the same as the Mcejus, who
inhabit the country to the north-cast of them, but their
language is distinct from that of the latter, with whom
they intermarry.

They are of smali stature, few of the men exceeding
five feet six; sturdy in physique, with unmistakeable
Mongolian features, and light copper-coloured com.
plexions,

Their dress mercly consists of a sack-like garment,
reaching from the neck to the bend of the knee, and
made of a picce of cotton, or yak haircloth, doubled
lengthwise, and sewn togcether down one side, with
holes cut for the neck and arms, The garment, wom
open down the front, forms the scantiest cover for their
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bidy and limbs, while. from a picce of hide or cord
round the waist, an apron-like piece of cloth hangs
down to the knee.  Over this they wear a spurran,
math of cither bear or monkey skin, which serves as a
porhet for flint and steel, & The hair is womn long,
andd twisted into 4 knot, secured on the top of the head
by # wondun pin.  The chicfs wear langre fur caps, made
of the shin of a little animal somewhat resembling a
fox, peculiar to the Mishmee hills.  As ornaments, the
men wear rings of brass on thdr arms, and large discs
of hamboo or sitver {or carrings, which are let into the
lube of the car, which is split and greatly distended,
Their weapons consist of bows and poisened arrows ;
& stafi, visht feet long, shed with a spear at one end,
and a spehe at the other, serves the double purpoese—
the spear for the chase, and the spike for assisting them
to climb their repped mountains,

A small hnife, attachied to a green hide strap or belt,
slung over the shoulder, hangs under the right arm,
This belt, in the case of a chief, is ornamented with large
braws studs, and shicld-shaped pieces of brass, three
inches in diameter.  The most imporiant weapon of a
chief, next to the bow and arrow, is the long, keen-edged
Thibetan knife, of which they are exceedingly proud,
Tt is about three fect long, and of uniform width from
hilt to point, but in point of usefulness it is far inferior to
the Khamtee knife, worn by the majurity of the men,
and also by the chicfs when they are out on an expedi-
tion. A slave gencrally carries the Thibetan weapon,
which is worn on all important occasions. All these
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tribes are expert hunters, killing innumerable bears,
mhittons, and wild elephants, besides boars, muskdecr,
and Mishmee ta-kin, a large animal peculiar to their
hills, somewhat resembling a cross between the deer and
bull There is not a live specimen of this animal in
Furope, hut several are kept in the palace grounds of
the Empcror of Pekin, and a stuffed specimen may be
scen at the British Museum. The Mishmees are keen
traders in slaves and knives, which they buy from the
Thibetans and Khamtees in Burmah, in exchange for
musk and teta. They also bring wax and teta to
Sudiya to barter for gaudy handkerchicfs, blankets, and
burra cupms, a large cloth, some twelve yards long and
two broad, made in Lower Assam, of the Reah fibre,
which is evetlasting in wear.

The women, when young, are pretty.  Like the men,
they are hardy and active, tripping along under heavy
burdens with the case and graceful gait which belongs
only to the true daughters of the mountains. Frece and
unreserved in their manners to strangers, they are yet
modest. Their scanty, but picturcaque, dress consists
of a cotton jacket, with short sleeves, buttoning over the
chest like a waistcoat, and reaching half-way down their
waist, and a tight-fitting plaited cotton skirt, leaving the
calf bare. Their ornaments are many and peculiar,
Round the head they wear a silver band, in the shape of
a coronet, broad above the forchead, and tapering off on
each side towards the back of the head. In the rims of
their ears they wear larpe rings of silver or brass, two or
three inches in diameter, and in the lobe they insert
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large stud-shaped picces of silver, the size of a penny
picce. Round their necks they hang strings of beads,
chicfly red and white, and coils of brass wirc—the
necklaces of the wives of chiefs consisting of beads and
wirc, sometimes weighing as much as ten or twelve
pounds. They also wear rings and bracelets of silver
and brass, principally of Chincse manufacture, and pro-
curcd from the Thibetans.

Such was the dress and appearance of the party of
Mishmees who kept our camp alive during a greater
part of the night, and into whose country 1 was about to
enter.  Their wild ways and picturesque style of costume
had already prepossessed me in their favour, and I felt
no fear in venturing among them in their mountain
strongholds.

One of the men of the party was a Meju Mishmee,
and Chowsam secured his services as guide to the Mcju
country, a3 the morrow’s march would take us from
the plains into the dreaded Mishmee hills,



CIIAPTER XIV.
THE MISIIMEE HILLS.

Difficult Travelling The Negro Interpteter Waved Meal Short Come
many —Mihiote Ponh Kunsong Mishmee FHouses  liady he
Brama-pame  Rupe Winlges  The Landshp  Supply of Frh huef
T'no  Leeth-bibey  [he Chief's Justi:r A Chwbsh Hod  Mahimee

Ihmums,
BE! ORE the sun was over the distant Patkoi range we
had commenced the ascent of the lower ranges of the
Mishmee hills.  The casicst route would have been the
path which led along the right bank of the Bramapootra,
but the Meju guide was ignorant of the country, and
Chowsam urged that this route would take us through
the district of the clan whose chief, Kysa, had murdered
the fathers Crick and Bouric. As this chief had been
captured and eventually hanged by the British authorities
the clan cherished a blood feud against us, a very suffi-
cient reason for avoiding their country : 1 was content to
choose the less frequented route, hoping by this means
to get on to the Thibetan frontiers before the Lamas
had time to concert plans for stopping me.

Months spent in climbing the mountainous country of
Eastern Thibet had, I thought, inured me to mountain
travelling, but the teil of the first day’s march in the
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Mishmee hills was almost too much for my strength,
weakened by fever. At times our path, which was often
scarcely discernible, led along the almost perpendicular
stdes of the hills, which, as we advanced, became verit-
able mountains, Often we scrambled, monkey-like,
along their declivities, holding on by means of tangled
ronts, which furmed a network sufiiciently strong to bear
our weight; wccasionally we cronsed decp chasms by
means of bamboo scaffolding rudely constructed by the
miides and the party of Mishmees who were returning
with us, and in some places long plaited bamboo ropes,
let down over horrible precipices, afforded the only means
of descent to the valleys below,

On halting for our mid-day meal of cold rice the negro
was found fo be mising, and T feared that he had de-
serted 3 bt in half an houe or 3a he tottered up between
two Mishmeues, and throwing himself down before the
fire, declared, in an agonised voice, that he could pro-
ceed no farther,  The fellw's eyes were starting out of
his head; the whites, in contrast with his cbony skin,
gave him a frightful appearance ; hiz swollen tongue hung
from between his thick parched lipy, discoloured by the
ntarks of dried saliva, while he ahivered as with an ague.
Chowsam shook his head on secing him, and I was quite
puzzied to account for his state. Suddenly, however, 1
remembered that, from the time of our Jeaving Sudiya
uatil the day after we left Chowsam’s village, the fellow
had been continually drunk, and hard work, together
with the want of stimulants, had reduced him to his pre-
sent conditivn, I opened onc of my bottles of port and
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administered a tumblerful, into which I put fifteen drops
of chlorodyne, The cffect of thiswas ludicrous ; the poor
wretch laughed and cricd alternately, and then, gradually
recovered his strength, sat up and smoked a pipe, and
in an hour was enabled to continue the march, 1 fore-
saw from this little incident that the negro must have
somcthing to replace his grog, or he would speedily
succumb, and I afterwards hit upon an ingenious plan
of supplying his wants without calling again on my
cellar.

Towards sundown we reached the first Degaroo
Mishmee house, utterly exhausted. The brave little
Philip, though he was quite done up, asked, as usval,
what he should get me to eat—he never once during the
two years that he was with me neglected to make this
enquiry at the end of a day’s march-—but, too tired to
cat, I rolled myself up in a blanket and in a few minutes
waz fast asleep.  Somewhere about midnight Chowsam
wakened me, as the negro was ill and unable to sleep, so
I put in force the plan I had determined upon for
supplying his want of stimulant by giving him twenty
drops of chlorodyne in about a tcaspoonful of water,
which had the cffect of sending him off to sleep before 1
had finished the pipe with which I solaced myself in the
absence of foud.

In the morning our Mishmee hosts brought us some
most unpalatable meal, made from the sced of the sago
palm, mixed with beer' wax. We were all too exhausted
to attempt marching that day, so resolved to halt where
we were for the day, in spite of the prospect of scanty
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fare. This seemed somcwhat to disturb the equa-
nimity of gur hosts, who declared that beyond a young
pig, three fowls, and a littie of the waxed meal, they had
no provisions, as all their summer supply had been con-
sumed, and their young men had not returned from the
plains with a fresh supply of fish and dried deer
ficsh,

The Mishmees who had followed us from the Brama-
pootra had continued un their journey the evening pre-
vious, being hard pressed for provisions, Thus it wasa
casc of hunper for a few days, until we reached a gam's
or chicftain's village, unless our hosts could be persuaded
to sell their pig, which eventually became ours, and our
party had a scanty meal of pork, which, however, neither
Philip nor mysclf could touch after witnessing the
slaughter of poor piggy and the Mishmee style of
covkery.

The unfortunate animal was done to death by repeated
thrusts from a spear; it was then disembowelled and
thrown on a fire kindled cutside, and scorched until it
swelled, after which it was scraped down with a knife,
cut up into quarters and boiled, all bloody and filthy as
it was, for about twenty minutes ; but the Khamtees
devoured it without salt, and only regretted that there
was 1o more,

The house where we were now quartered belonged to
Kunsong, hcad of the Brama clan, who claims the lord-
ship of the soil at the Bramakund. At one time the
chief of this clan collected tolls from all the fakeers
visiting the sacred spring, but since the British took



Mishmee Houses. 189

posscssion of Northern Assam this privilege has ceased,
The clan seems to have suffered from decay, all their
glaves having decamped and taken refuge in the plains,
about the Bramakund, where British rule protects them,
This, more than anything has ruined the Brama clan,
and the chief families are now very poor, while they
blame the English for their misfortune. Under these
circumstances my visit was not so pleasing as it might
otherwise have been,

The interiors of the Mishmee houses more resemble
cowsheds than human habitations, while from the outside
they might be mistahen for fowl-houses, They are built
on bamboo piles, the floor being raised, while the roof of
dry grass projects in long caves reaching down to the
level of the floor, and hiding the walls which, with the
floor, are some six feet from the ground, and made of
bamboo wicker-work, and admit a strong current of air.
They arc about twelve fect wide, while the Iength varies
according to circumstances, generally regulated by the
number of wives of the owner, cach of which has a sepa-
rate stall or room fur herself, so that in the case of a rich
chicf the houses are often forty yards long.  The door,
about five feet high, situated at the end, is reached by
means of a balk of timber, with notches cur init. On
entering, a long passage presents itsclf, frum which the
rooms open just as stalls in a stable, The first, or the
strangers’ room, has in it a moveable stove, such as are
found in the Khamtee houscs. The most striking fea-
ture of the interior is the number of skulls of mhittons,
bullocks, buffaloes, bears, tigers, decr, monkeys, and
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takins. In the house of a powerful chief several hun-
dreds of skulls are hung up along the walls of the passage,
and his wenlth is always calculated according to the
number of these trophies, which also form a kind of
currency among the tribes, slaves and knives being pur-
chaved for so many heads cach. The word head as
expressed in the Mishmee tongue, also means anything
which is given in exchange ; for instance, if a Mishmee
buys a mhilton for two mhitton’s heads, one bear's head,
one iron pot, and one picee of cloth, cach article will be
reckoned as a head, so that this term among them hasa
very wide sigmification.

During the cold weather they keep small fires in almost
every room, so that the houscs, being low, are constantly
filled with smoke, and many old people suffer from
smoke blindness, which causes the gyes to recede and a
mucous substance to form under the lids as in cases of
ophthalnia, from which it differs, however, in being ap-
parently unattended by pain or inflammation,

At some distance from every honse a number of little
store-houses are crected, cach on four uprights, and from
the number of hese buildings one may count the wives
possessed by the owner of the house,  Each wife has a
store-house of her own, in which she stores all the grain
and vther pricluce she is able to raise by her own industry.
Each wifc trics to outdo the others in the quantity and
quality of the stores in her pantry, an invasion of which
would be considered so great an offence that the Mish-
mees say it could not happen,

Mhittons, pigs, and fowls form the principal live-stock
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in the BMishmee country, but only the chicf posscsses
these riches, which even with them are scarce. Nearly
every house swarms with rats, which live in the skulls
ornamenting the walls, and one or more cats in every
house live on these vermin,  Dirt and filth abound, and
the peuple never wash, so that their otherwise fair com-
plexion is generally begrimed with soot, through which,
in the case of old people, each wrinkle is plainly visible,
giving a mest grotesque appearance to iheir faces, as
though painted with white lines,

During my first day’s sojourn among the Mishmees I
was sorely troubled with vermin, with which their houses
swarmed, and from that time forth I was a victim to the
most unpleasant of hardwhips which a traveller has to
encounter in his sojourn among wild tribes,

Leaving Kunsong's, two days' scrambling through a
very rough mountain country brought us to the bank of
a small strcam falling into the Bramapootra from its left
bank, and called Ly the natives of Assam the Brama.
panee or sacred streant.  Here we camped, entirely ex-
hausted, after two days of almost total abstinence from
food, with the exception of two or three mouthiuls of
rice fur each man, and rations were served oul of about
a teacupful of rice apicee, while two small fish, which we
found in a Mishmee trap in the river, stewed with yam
leaves, served a8 a relish, cach having a mouthful mixed
with his rice.  JAfter this scanty meal we had about
half a pound of sice to stave off the panygs of hunger
in the morning ; but as the house of a chief was only
six miles distant we all kept up our spirits with the
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thought that on thc morrow food would be plentiful.
In the moming a party of Mishmees from the opposite
bank of the Bramapootra arrived on their way to the
plains, having croswed the river by means of a rope
bridize just abnve us,

These bridges are used cverywhere in Thibet for
croscing the mountain rivers where the banks are pre-
cipitous, and it i« probable that the Mishmees have
thence borrowed the idea. The contrivance is very
simple. A long rupe of plaited bamboos is stretched
from bank to bhank, ¢ach end secured to a tree or post.
The pereon desiring to cross ascends a small platform
and sceures himself in a sling of raw hide made fast to
a sort of skid of hard wooed, and then, lifting his fect off
the platform, he shouts with the rapidity of an arrow
down the incdine of the rope. Having reached the
centre he haule himself up the opposite incline by his
hands. It is not a pleasant way of crossing a raging
torrent probably a couple of hundred feet below one,
but uvse soon accustoms a person to cross without
difficulty.

Just as we were setting out we were startled by a
terrific report from the direction of the mountain up
stream.  The carth shook as in an earthquake, and I con-
cluded that we were going to have one such as had caused
frightful damage in Cachar in Lower Assam the previous
year, and I stood with bent head, fully expecting some
fearful catastrophe. As the report died away in rumbling
echoes, Philip had caught my hand and stood like a
statue, while Chowsam and his men, arrested in all atti-
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tudes, stond gazing at each other in utter bewilderment.
It way a trying time, but as nothing followed the report
and shaking of the earth, we drew a long breath of
relicf.  Chowsam was the first to regain his wits and
understand what had taken place, so he sent off two of
the Mishmees who had joined the camp carly in the
murning to reconnoitre, and in a quarter of an hour they
rushed up to us in a great fright, telling Chowsam that
the duwvil residing in the nceighbouring mountain  had
been angry, and rent the side of the mountzin. The
fellows grave us such an account of what had taken place
that the chief, with my-elf and Thilip, started off to see
fuor our~chas 3 and, sure cnough, at a spot about half a
mile distant, where the stream forced its way through
the mountain, furming a gorge twenly yards wide, the
mountain side towering like a wall some two bundred
feet high, a mass of the mountain, as big as one of our
modemn terminus hotels, had slipped and blocked up the
gorge, causing the river below the improvised dam to
fall visibly. By the time we reached camp the stream
had again risen, and we were puzzled to account for the
joyous whouts of our men, but on coming up we found
them busily engaged in cleaning fish, numbers of which
had gut into the trap close by, as the muddy water
caused by the landslip came down stream and drove
the fish before it.

To men wlho had been pinched by hunger for several
days, this unexpected addition to our larder was indced
atreat A good meal of fish stewed with yam leaves
sent us on our way rejoicing, utterly forgetful of our late

0
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suffurings, leaving a party of Mishmces who owned the
weirs to reap a rich harvest.

In the winter months, when the mountain streams
bocome very low, the fish descend to the Rramapootra,
where they feed, commencing to run down in November.
As soon as the Mishmees see the fish on the move, they
sedect a narrow part of the stream at the foot of a rapid,
and run out from cach bank a barrier of bamboo wicker
waork, sufficiently open for the water to pass through, but
clome enough 1o prevent the fish escaping.  In the contre
a gap about two feet is loft open, through which the fish
pass with a rush, and are eaught in a kind of bamboo
seve, somewhat resembling the oblong sieve used by
masons for sifting sand. By this means great quantities
uf fish are taken by the Mishmeces, who smoke them over
fires until they are quite hard, so that they can be ground
to powder, in which state they will keep for months,
As oo salt is used in preserving them they are very
flavourless,

I never saw more than one kind of fish in the Mishmee
hill streams, and they resemble a herring in shape and
size, but with a »mall mouth like the carp, which in
opening protrudes Tike a snout. It is difficult to catch
them with bait as they are extremely shy, but by means
of a very small hawok baited with a peculiar kind of
{ender moss known to the Mishmees, good sport may be
had.

Trom the Brama-pance a short march of six hours
brought us to the house of Chief Pusu, head of the Yoen
clan, By this time I was gradually growing lame from
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the effect of lecch-bites about the ankles. I had been
compelled to sleep without undressing while camping out
in the open air, and the red leeches had got at me, One
morning I {ound my boots literally {full of blood and the
crushed bodies of several red leeches, and the bites of
these venomous little ercatures were beginning to fester,
causing great pain.

Although we took up our quarters in Poso's house
about mid-day, the chief never appeared until nine in the
evening, by which time we were all very hungry.  After
making his appearance he was decidedly anything but
pleased at our presence, and grudgingly gave us some
meal called potresa by the Assamese, full of sand and
very unpalatable, ITowuver, I swallowed a mouthful or
two, and in spite of my anxicty at the evident unfriend.
liness of the chied, rolled myself up in a blanket and fell
aslecp near the fire, Chowsam on one side of me anct
Philip on the other, but not before Chowsam Liad wamed
us not to undress or lay aside our arms, consisting of a
lung knife and a revolver each,

When I awake the following morming I found Chowsam
and the negro at high words and both very cross, but
from neither could 1 learn the cause. The Mishmee
chicf Puos, however, was quite another individual ; he
grected me with a joud I-—yaw, and pointing to his
mouth with one hand, rubbed his stomach with the other,
which I rightly interpreted to indicate the prospect of
food. A rausy of pork was shortly surved up by some of
his wives, and sumewhat smoothed the ruffled temper of
the Khamtees, Philip and myself managed to make a

ol
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scanty breakfast off a small chicken, which he had suc-
ceeded in getting from nnc of our host’s better halves,
The chicl was deteomined that we should stay a day
with him, but Chowsam at first haughtily declined his
hospitality. Poso, however, at last suceeeded in stnoothing
the Khamice's anger.  After our mid-day mcal, which
had been washed down with plentiful Tibations of a fer-
mented liquor made from rice, Puso sent for one of his
slaves to amuse us, describing him as a man posscssed
with a devil, When the poor wretch made his appearance
1 saw that he was half-witted.  1le was scantily dressed,
and wore with an air of great pride a long wooden sword
and a head-dress of feathers.  When he had taken a seat
round the fire, Poso’s cight wives came in and fornied an
outer circle round us; then the jester—for such he really
was - commenced his amusing pranks.  He imitated with
marvellous correctness different sounds of a farmi-yard.
He then related obscene stories, accompanied with ges-
tures that caused the women to run away screaming,
only however to return when Poso called him to order.
His greeat cffieet of all was yot to come.  Having asked
permission 1o take a seat beside me, he clesely examined
everything about my body, making observations which
convillwd everybody with langhter: even the stoical
Chowsam went into fits, while 1 could not repress a smile
at the curicus expression on his countenance.  The fellow
was a wit, and Chowsam informed me that he was the
¢cleverest jester in the Mishmec country, though 2 some-
what expensive luxury for his master, as he was a dreadful
scamp. 'The possession of such a jester is not common
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amongst the Mishmees, but T saw several of these half-
witted creatures who, being slaves, were kept merely for
the sake of amusement,

At night Poso and Chowsam had a lung conversation,
not of the most friendly nature, for Poso was very extor-
tionate in his demands for presents, and Chuwsam’s
behaviour during the day had irritated our host.

The truth was, when we arrived, Poso had sent Chow.
sam a message to the cfiect that he would not entertain
us, and the Khamtee chief, to whom Poso was a tributary,
was wroth with him, and now refused to give him a
single present beyond the payment for vur beard and
lodging.

When Poso found this, ke told Chowsam that 1 should
not procecd farther through the Mishmec country, saying
that the presiding demons of the mountains were angry
at my presence, and had alrcady shown their anger by
trying to cast down a portion of the mountain upon
me at the Brama-pance. This was an allusion to the
landalip ; »0 T replied that the spirit who took care of me
was much strenger than those in the Mishmee country,
and it had cast down the mountain in order to nuke the
river muddy so that I might catch some fish to appease
my hunger.  This argument scemed tooe nuich for mine
host, and he cnquired about my demon, as to what he
was like, and so forth.

The Mishmees being polytheists, though of the Jowest
order, it was not difficult to make Foso understand the
existence of one Great Spirit above all; in spite of
having to interpret through the ncgro and Chowsam,
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our theologrical discussion lasted far into the night, and
the remarks of the Mishmee chicf on us may be recorded
as Hlustrative of the dark superstition which prevails
among 1hese tribes. On hearing that in my country
there was a Good Spirit who ruled all the demons, Toso
observed, ¢ Ah | you English people must be yvery happy
in having such a pood and powerful demon in your
country. The Mishmees are very unfortunate—we are
cverywhere surrounded by demons ; they live in the
rivers, mountaing, and trees; they walk about in the
dark and live in the winds; we are constantly suffering
from them. Having said so much he stopped and
appeared  confused, and it was some time before he
reneved the conversation,  In answer to a question as
to which demon be thought the strongest, after some
hesitation he said that the demon of fire was the
strongest and most dangerous, as he dried up the water
and burnt the moontaing ; he was also good-natured, as
he warmed them and cooked their food, a virtue which
secemed to have struck him for the first time, as he
temarked with an emphatic grunt that  this was good.’
Mine host was philosophising, so I desaibed mono-
theism 1o him, and it scemed to create a very pleasing
impression.  Of course I did not speak to him of the
Savivur, as I feared that the Christian religion with its
wonderful mystery might be too much for the halfe
fetishist and half-polytheistic savage to understand,
besides which, 1 saw that Poso was beginning to be
excessively uncomfortable, and Chowsam told me not
to talk about demons, as the Mishmees disliked it, and
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bepged of me for the futurc to abstain from this
subject.

My conversation with Poso, however, served to call
up some reflections when I had rolled myself up in a
blanket for the night. 1ere I was among a people who
knew nothing of a God, their lives spent amidst a
slavish fear of unscen cvil spirits, and yet ready in the
slow progress of their thoughts to offer up allegiance to
one Great Spirit, of whom they might now be said to
have heard for the first time.  Their poor reasons were
incapable of conceiving a notion of anything great and
good, Alas! it was a soery picture, and 1 almost wished
that I was a missionary that I might teach them to
become worshippers of vne God instead of many, for
it was evident that as polytheists they were ripe for
receiving monotheism.  If our young unmarricd Protes-
tant missionarics would, instcad of wasting their cfforts
on the more cducated and philosophical people of
China, Burmah, and India, go unostentatiously amongst
the polytheistic tribes bordering our Indian frontiers
and make the country of these people the ficld of their
labours, entering fully into their spirit and mental
condition, they would meet with a success and do a
work wourthy of disciples of the great teacher Christ,
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CHAPTER XV,

CHRISTMAS WITH TIIE MEJUS.

A Dangrnnes Reckoning - The Kegro Dicamed—111 Feeling — Fever—
 huef Diveouraged  P'rodiing OUn My Bearers— hhamtve Kmdocse——
Kayumg A Weleome Dig -- Mislome Impreailawce  Made of
Laving  Hospitable Hlon The Mysterioms Guest JAn Unwelcome
Mesape -A Deep Phit—Lakong --A Christmas Feast,

OUR lcave-taking with Poso was net over friendly.

Chowsam had adhcered to his determination of not

paying the Mishmee more than a fair price for the

provisiuns furnished us,  Consequently we were followed
to the outside of the house by Poso and his numerouns
wives, jeering most insultingly, while the men of the
house stoedd by laughing. This was too much for my
hot-blooded Khamtees: they threw down their loads
and drawiny their knives, ranged themselves alongside
of their chicf, begping to be allowed to cut up the
Mizhmee dogs. Chowsam, however, restrained them
until P'oso brandixhed his knife, when I saw a spaskle in
his ¢ye that warned me to interfere. I stepped between
the irate chicfs, and presenting my revolver at the head
of Posn, signed to him to stand back, an order that was
instantly and respectfully obeyed. Then signing to the
Khamtees to take up their baggage, I begged Chowsam
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to put away his knife, which he did, with a loud laugh
of defiance at Poso; then tuming on his heel he followed
hi= men, Philip and myself bringing up the rear. In
justice to the old chief Ioso I must say that he treated
me well, considering that he owes his ruin to the
British authoritics. .\l his slaves have taken refuge in
the plains about the Bramahund, and are living under
our profection as freemen, which be thinks is a great
wrong, while he, in common with many other chiefs, fecls
deeply insulted by the fact that their runaway slaves
are introduced to the English officials under the title of
gam or chicf by the native political officers, who are
purfuctly aware of the condition of these refugees.

This treatment of their slaves is a great insult to the
chiefs, whose pride is such that they can bear the loss of
their slaves, but not so their elevation to the rank of
chicfs, to which proceeding we owe the fact that most of
the influential chicfs hold aloof from us and rarely visit
Sudiya.

During the critical period the negro quictly decamped,
only reappearing some hours afterwards at the midday
halt. When Chowsam saw him his passion again
broke furth in loud and angry expressions, which had
the effect of driving the negro to take shelter behind
me. There was cvidently something wrong, but for a
long time I could not get at the truth, as the ncgro
would not interpret truly, and the more I enquired the
angrier Chowsam became. At last 1 took him aside
and mustering with a great effort all my knowledge of
Assamesc, I discovered that during our first night at
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Poso's the negro had got drunk while I was asleep and
abuscd Chowsam before the Mishmees, after which he
had roamed through Poso's house insulting the women,
and as he was armed with a revolver he had threatened
10 shoot Chowsam and the chief for interfering to prevent
him. Ilaving heard this story, T applied to Thilip, who
corroborated it, saying that he had been afraid to tell
me, lest T should have been roused to punish the negro,
who he feared was a desperate ruffian, This was a
pleasant state of affairs, but I acted promptly, calling
up the negro, who approached us with a good deal of
awagger. I drew my revolver, cocked it, and covering
his budy, desired him to lay down his knife and revolver ;
bhe hesitated for a moment, but sceing that I was in
carnest, he unbuckled his weapons and laid them on the
ground, I then warned him against such conduct for
the future, and bade one of the Khamtees take pos-
session of his weapons,  1laving thus sat in judgment,
we made a frugal meal in silence and continued on to
our haiting-place for the night.

Such occurrences as these sadly interfere with the
harmony of a party placed as we were ; and even when
we camped for the night cveryone maintained a sullen
silonce.  The country thus far was still very moune
tainous; at times we ascended the sides of steep
precipices, and at others crept along the rugged, dry
beds of mountain strcams—everywhere the signs of
water were visible, fissurcs in the hill sides, and deep
ravines, showed the destructive force of the summer
rains which fed the mountain strcams. The country
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was still covered with vegctation, the hills being clothed
with large trces, amongst which the sago palm stood
out conspicuous. Occasivnally we would push our way
through patches of tall clephant grass, from ten to
twelve feet high, while the india-rubber tree was cvery-
where plentiful.

Our camping place this evening was a patch of sand
in the dry bed of a mountain stream, just large enough
to allow of pitching the blanket-tent. For supper, each
man had a small fish stewed with yams and yam leaves
—a frugal meal, but wholesome, The day’s march had
been very tiring, and this, added to the general fecling of
depression consequent on the affair with Toso in the
morning, rendered the evening anything but sociable ;
so Philip and myself both turned in at an early period,
while Chowsam, whose plumes were still very much
rufiled, sat alonc by the fire till early in the moming.
As for the negro, he disappeared behind my tent, and
kept carcfully out of Chowsam's sight,

On waking next morning I felt very unwell ; one of
my ankles was much swollen from a festering lecch-
bite, while the most excruciating pains in my limbs
warned me of an approaching attack of fever. By the
time we had finished the day’s march, and put upina
Mishmee house, it was at its height. It soon broke,
however, and towards midnight I got to slecp. Next
momning, fecling somewhat better, we started at an early
hour, but had not proceeded five miles before I became
delirious. Fortunately we reached another Mishmee
house before I was quite insensible, and I laid there two
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days, utterly unconscious of cverything that took place,
On the night of the second day, when I recovered
sufficient conscicusness to look round me, I was lying,
with my head carcfully wrapped in a cold wet cloth, in
Philip's lap, while the poor little fellow was crying.
Chowsam was also ncar me, as well as a couple of
women, onc of whom held a basin of cold watcr, and
the other some chicken broth, which the care of my
faithful Ihilip had provided. I felt dreadfully ill, but
was conscious of an intense desire to proceed on the
journey lest I might linger on the spot and die.

My parly were greatly discouraged. Chowsam had
scnt off a Mishmee with a letter to Captain Gregory,
stating that I was very ill and unable to move. Almost
the first thing he said when he saw that I had recovered
my scnscs was, that we must retum or I would die
I was too cxhausted to ruply, but Thilip, secing that
the thought annoyed me, loudly protested against such a
proceeding, saying, in his Chinese pidgin-English, ¢ Yon
soon makee all well agin, master, and then we can go
sce that Thibet country.’ These few words from the
lips of this brave fellow were more to me than medicine,
and after I had drunk some chicken broth I slept well
until next morning, when I awoke free from fever, but
weak, and unable to stand or walk without assistance,

Our large party had been too much for the larder
of our hosts during the two days which we had passed
in their house, and there was a dearth of food, so that a
move was imperative; but my weak state was against
this, and it was necessary to call 2 committee of ways
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and means, Chowsam proposed that all but two of his
men should rctum, leaving us to follow; Philip pro-
posed, as an amendment, that all but Chowsam, himself
and his master should proceed in advance to the next
Mishmee house ; but Chowsam was afraid to trust his
Rhamtces alone, and still advised that I should
gbandun the attempt to proceed farther—a course very
far from that I intended to adopt—so I settled the
matter by determining to push on. I knew that § was
over the fever for a few days, and the weakness which
now rendered me almost helpless was not dangerous ; so
when all was ready for a start T asked Chowsam to get
a couple of light hamboos, which were tied together
after the manner of sedan-chair poles, and resting the
ends of the bamboos on the shoulders of two of our
shortest men I put my arms over the poles, crutch
fashion, and thus half cartied T set out once more on
my journey. Some of my readers may think that I
was a little rash in pushing on in such a state, but there
was as yot little danger to be apprehended from the
fever, and I knew that as soun as we reached the high
table lands of Thibet it would leave me; but for this
hope I never could have dragged myself onwards,
Fortunately the country was now lcss rugged, and
our path easicr to travel, and the five or six miles before
us to the next Mishmee house were accomplished in
as many hours. The kird gentleness of Chowsam and
his men as they assisted me along was most gratifying,
for I had really to be carricd, as, added to the weakness
left by the fever, my poisoned and festering ankle ren-
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dered one leg almost uscless. Every time I stopped-—
which was nccessary at intervals of a hundred yards or
so—] was carefully laid down, with my head on some
brawny leg bent gently to receive its helpless burden,
The cver-ready Philip, whose face was now sadly pinched
by hunger, exposure, and anxicty, soothed me by talk-
ing of Thibct, knowing from a kindly instinct that the
thought of failure weighed heavier upon the mind of his
master than fear of the sickness which had rendered him
such a helpless object.

Thus by casy stages we reached another house be-
Tonging to a Muju Mishmee chicf named Kaysong, head
of the Ngantong clan, and brother-in-law of the great
Mcju chief Bowsong, head of the Prun clan. Itwasa
great relief once more to be laid on my back, and a few
drops of chlorodyne acting as a soothing stimulant soon
sent me to sleep, and 1 awoke in the morning quite
hungry, and able to limp alone,

Kaysonyr happened to have a full.grown pig, which
was too old to breed from, so for a few beads and an
ounce or two of opium the delicious morsel became ours,
and my party had the pleasure of a good feast, Philip
carcfully grilling a chop on the embers for me. The
cheer at our present quarters decided Chowsam on
making a halt for the day, which we spent as the
happiest one so far since we had entered the Mishmee
hills.

Previous to starting on our journey through the
Mishmee hills Chowsam had warned me that we should
suffer from scarcity of food, but I had scarcely ¢xpected
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to find the Mishmees living such a hand-to-mouth cox-
jstence, while the dense jungle clothing the precipitous
sides of the hills in the lower or Degaroo country
renders it impossible to provide food with the rifle or
crossbow.

During the summer the Mishmees appear to live on
the store of food gathered during the cold weather,
consivting of drivd fish, and various kinds of grain, such
as hill rice pobissa {edewtine caracana), Indian corn, and
one or iwo others. A kind of flour made from the sago
palm (Caryota urens), forms a considerable item in their
stock, but such is the idleness of the prople that they
are often reduced to great straits for want of food
towards the end of the summer. Cultivation among
them is little undenstood and Jess cared for, except in
the case of opium ; and more atiention is bestowed on
the production of this baneful drug than anything clse 3
while tuhacco, which they consume to excess, seems to
grow plentifully without having much care bestowed upon
it I found, in many caxes, that where food was scarce
tobacco was plentiful; indeed the pipe is scarcely ever
out of their mouths; from the youngest toddling children
up to the oldest men and women, all smoke small pipes,
the bowls of which are made from a kind of very hard
bambou, and fitted with reed stems.  Occasionally some
thrifty Mishmet wife scratches up a little ground, and
raives a small crep of very inferior cotton.

The women and slaves do all the cultivation,
using a kind of wooden hou for ali purposes of tillage ;
hence, as can be imagined, all the crops are scanty.
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Wild honcy is gathered in great quantities, and wax,
which they take down to the plains, forms a great article
of harter.  The only supply of food which the Mishmees
take with them, on these trading visits to the plains, is
the waxed meal already spoken of, but the plains being
their great hunting-grounds, they revel in the fiesh of
deer, bears, and clephants, during the few months of dry
weather spent there,

During the wet summer months they live pretty well,
and a stay in their country then would not entail much
inconvenience in respect of food, but as the cold dry
weather approaches, the Mishmees, unable to get to the
plains, suffer considerably.

We found our host Kaysong very hospitable : he was
a Meju Mishmee, and like all his tribe, had bencfited
by yvarly visits in his youth to the Thibetan frontier
town of Roemah, Thee he exchanged his teta and
other medicines with the Chinese traders for articles of
Chinese manufacture, such as iton panw, brass-headed
pipes, beads, &

The duy’s nest greatly benefited me, and poultices of
pobossa meal gave my ankle great rehef; indeed to-
waids night all our party felt in high spirits. Kaysong's
cellar produced an unlimited supply of fermented rice
liquor, and before the family retired to rest Kaysong,
Chowsam, and another silent Mishmee, Philip and
my-If, with the negro, as interpreter, formed a pleasant
paity round the fire,

There was no lack of conversation, and it appeared to
me that Kaysong had an object in keeping it up : when 1
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once or twice grew tired and sleepy, he called for liquor,
and made his women attend vpon us with a spright-
linees that cfiectually roused me, In this manner we
spent several hours, and at last, when the house was
wrapped in sleep, the chicf, Kaysong, mysteriously
arowe, lighted a torch, and went round his house to
sati~fyr hitnself that there were no listeners; be then
returncdd Lo his seat, and introduced his silent Mishmee
gist as a confidential messenger from Bowsong, the
great Meju chiof, The sight of this individual had ahcady
filled nwe with apprchension, and on his turning out to
e a wrel messenger, T felt that his presence boded no
o, On a signal from Kayesong be delivered  his
mesage, that we had botter not come on, as Bowsong
and the other Mishmee chichh had been bound under
a promise, extortud from them by the Chinese official ay
Rowmah, to obstiuct my passage through the Meju coun-
try. Smee Choweant's visit 10 Rocemah, the year before,
the Thilntan offidials at that town, whe lhad received
the Khamtee with great frivndlingess, had been dismisswed
and roplaced by a Chinese Rajah, and all the Thibetan
prople whe befriendud Chowsam had been beaten and
umprisenad by his order. Bowsong, as a tributary of the
Thibitans, conld not help himwelf; so he begped his
old fricnd Chowsam not to bring the stranger into his
country, as the Chinese Rajah had ordered some Mejus
to take a message to me, with a dog and a knife, and
the Ltters which Chowsam had left at Roemah, to be
forwarded to the French missionarics at Bathang, This
oration was delivered in a loud tone of voice, as though
lj
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intended for every one to hear. In reply to it ¥ simply
said that I would continue on my journey, unless stopped
by force, and no further remark was made until after
Kay«nng had once more paid a visit to the inner rooms of
Lis house, and examined by torchlight the sleepers inour
room, The messenger then drawing close up to Chow-
sam and myself, continued speaking in whispers, a pro-
ceeding which, combined with the mysterious behaviour
of our host, greatly surpriscd me; however I was not kept
longr in suspense, and I lcarnt that the large population
of the Thibetan district of Roecmahk was ready to pay
their revenue to the Queen, if she would only send some
Sepoys to protect them against the Lamas, but as they
were at present entirely at the mercy of their priests
they dare not help a solitary Sahib—the penalty was too
great. Ilad I not been in Eastern Thibet, and known
that when the brave French missionaries first settled
in Banga in 186y, village after village bad thrown off
the yuke of the Lama pricsthood® and become Catholics,
I might have doubted the truth of this message. Asit
was I folt that a decp plot was being laid bare to me.
This was not what I had bargained for; so I replied
that the Queen’s words were that no more land should be
caten up, and 1, as a peaceful traveller, could not interfere
in the~e matters. This reply appeared greatly to astonish
the messenger, and Kaysong asked for what reason
I had come into their country. Of course I told them
that we desired to send our tea into Thibet, and trade

* AH the inhabitants of this village with the French pricsts weze alter-
winds masmcred by the Thibutan Lamas,
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with the people, At this they shook their heads, saying,
¢ Oh, that is no usc; all communication and trade with
Assam has been forbidden by the Lamas, under the
penalty of death ; so that, unless you can take the country,
you had better return before you get into trouble. The
men of Kysa's clan, who cut up the two Europeans, a
year or two back, in the Meju country, have been to
Roemah and held a long council with the Jarmin® and
as they wish to avenge the death of their chicf, your
lifc is forfeited if you venture into the Mcju country. It
will be difficult for even Bowsong to protect you.'

Knowing that Kysa’s clan cherished a blood feud
agrainst the English, I fully understood the danger that
would surround me on entering Mceju territory, but feel-
ing assured that all but Kysa's clan were sceretly well
disposed, I determined to proceed on, and said as much
before I left the council to turn in. Chowsam with
Kaysong and the messenger sat talking until daylight,
and apparently arranged that I should proceced, for we
spent another pleasant day with Kaysong, and proceeded
the following morning to the house of Larkong, the last
Mishmee huuse on this side of the great range of
mountaing visible from Sudiya, which forms the bound-
ary between the Degaroo country at this side, and that
of the Mujus beyond. The day following was Christmas-
day, and as Larkong, our host, sold us a pig, we spent
the day with him and his family, who were exceedingly
kind.

In the evening, after a Christmas dinner of pork and

* Thibetan name for the Chinese political reaident at Rocmah,
P2
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rice, followed by fresh honeycomb, gathered by Lar-
kong's sons, the healths of the Queen and the Mishmee
tribvs were drunk with honours, in brimming bamboo
cups, and the sounds of revelry were heard far into the
night.

Next morning we would have continued our journey,
but onc or two of the Khamtces were Aors de combat
from the cffects of their Christmas dinner, so we were
compelled to remain another day with Larkong,
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CHAPTER XVIL
THE BOUNDARY MOUNTAIN.

Highest Elevation—The Tela Tlant—A Grend Prospect—A Cold Night—
A Meeling Envoys from Roemah—Prohibilion to Adwmnee— The
Diog ant Knife Thibetan Officinks on the Alert —A T'n2ley-— Dulldogs
and Jungush Must we go Bock 2—A Concesion—Thibet Cloved—
The Canuli Village — A Nocturnal Alurm —The Spied Spy-—The
Barricade - The Advance ~Singolar Monuments — The Prun Villege—
Mishmeo Villages — The Plundered Traders— Bowsong — Curious
Grecling — A Sahib's Word = Cotrteons Welcome—New Year's Eve,

Wrth the first dawn of day we Icft Larkong, and com-

menced the ascent of the boundary mountain, a long,

steep ridge, rising to a height of over five thousand feet.

The range runs almost due ecast, and forms a well-

dufined limit between Assamcese and Thibetan ground.

The Degaroo Mishmees, on the south, profess to be
allies of the British ; and thosc on the north adhere to
the Thibetans, who claim suzcrainty to the northem
foot of the mountain,

Fortunately, the path asccnded was tolerably good,
so that I limped along pretty successfully.  One half of
the ascent lay through dense trce and bamboo jungle,
which gradually gave place to trees of stunted growth
and long, wiry grass, as we gained the top of the ridge
along which the path wound, following all the indenta-~
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tions of the backbone of the mountain. As we neared
the highest clevation, scattered trees and shrubs seemed
to grow from a thick bed of dry moss, and here, for the
first time, I saw the teta plant growing abundantly.
The roots (from which, when brewed and steeped in hot
water, the famous fcbrifuge is made) are embedded in
the moss. From cach root springs a single stem, about
four inches high, bearing three serrated leaves, attached
to the head of the stalk like clongated trefoil. The
Mishmees gather the roots towards the end of the rainy
scason, and carry them packed in tiny wickerwork
bamboo baskets to Sudiya, where they are eagerly
bought by Assamcsc and Bengalce merchants,

At the highest point of the ridge we halted for our
midday meal, somewhat fatigued with the long, toilsome
climb, The sun had considerable power, but a keen,
cold wind, which blew from a snow-capped mountain
to the northward, caused us all to shiver with cold.

The grandeur of the scene from our elevated position
made me draw aside from the rest of the party to con-
template it.  Several thousand feet below, the plain of
Northern Assam stretched far away in the distance,
intersccted by the Bmmapootra and its numerous
tributaries, the course of cach of which could be traced
like the black lines denobing rivers on a map. The
atmosphere was 86 clear that the numerous forests could
be distinctly scen with the shade of their trees, while
the distant horizon secmed to melt into a blue haze,
forming a strong contrast to the prospect to the north
‘There, mountain ranges, one after the other, towered
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upwards in bare nakedness, many of the higher peaks,
crowned with snow, sparkling in the sunlight like
gorgeous gems, All was sombre and wild. Decp,
pine-clad ravines, in which many a black bear is to be
found, were succeeded by bare limestone crags, forming
the almost inaccessible home of the timid takin, As
we tumed to descend the counter slope of the boundary
mountain, I took one last glance at the peaceful plain of
Assam, recalling many a happy cvening spent with
kind-hearted friends, and continued the steep descent,
which led to the grand but hostile regions before us,

The north side or counter slope of the mountain was
so precipitous, that it required great cffort to keep from
slipping, as the rocks were all damp from the melting of
snow which had apparcotly fallen the previous night, as
patches here and there were still visible. No sun cver
appeared to warm the dark ravine down which we
stumbled, and the raw, damp cold was excessive,

About four in the afternoon we camped near the
bottom of the ravine, and tried to warm oursclves over
the fires, but afl to no purpose ; the damp wood would
scarccly burn, while slecp was out of the question, for
the cold of the wet carth struck icily through our
improvived beds of partly-withered fern Icaves, causing
frightful stiffness and rheumatic pains. In this sorry
plight we made up a huge fire, and, huddling round it,
slowly dragged out the night in talking, smoking, and
watching by turn. The misery of that night I have
never forgotten, nor the joy with which I welcomed the
first dawn of day. Tca was soon brewed, with which
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my party washed down a little cold rice, while Philip
and mysclf shared part of a small chicken, reserved from
the plentiful supplivs at Kaysong's.

After stumbling along the rocky bed of the ravine for
about an hour, Chowsam suddenly called a halt, the
distant sound of voices having arrested his attention.
Our party had been carefully marshalied in the morning
by Chowsam, and the order of march was strictly
attended to, so that the moment the chief called a halt
our advance and rear guard closed on Chowsam, myself,
and Philip, who formed the centre. Such precautions
wore necessary now, as we were in a hostile country,
where l{ysn’; clan cherished their blood feud against
Englishmen. From the timc that we crossed the
boundary mountnin, none of us undressed or laid aside
our weapons.  Travelling among people whose code of
law entails upon them the necessity of taking life for
life, makes onc careless of those social habits which
raise civilized man above his fellows who live more in a
state of nature,

Having come to a standstill, we calmly awaited the
apprarance of the approaching parly, whose merry
shouts and singing proclaimed them to be peaceable,
so we somewhat relaxed our defensive attitude. When
the strangers appeared, Chowsam hailed them, and they
turned out to be a party of traders, followed by two
chiefs and their attendants, who were en ronie to
Kaysong's house to stop my proceeding farther into the
Mcju country. The trading party kept on their way,
but when the chiefs got ap to us, a long parley was
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held. They desired us to retum to the summit of the
boundary range, and receive there the instructions scat
down from the Thibetan authoritics at Roemah. To
this Chowsam objected, and it was some time before
the chiefs-—whose names were Samsang and Nhatsong—
would sit down for a talk; but Chowsam, producing his
opium and a pipe, decided the question in our favour.
A space was cleared, and, cach party sitting opposite
to the other, with a fire between, commenced smoking
in silence,

Our visitors were not by any means prepossessing in
appearance : Samsang, chief of the Lama clan inhabit-
ing the country immediately on the Thibetan frontiers,
was a thick-sut man of middle height, with a villanous
cast of countenance, a feline expression about his eye
begetting a feeling of distrust towards him. Nhatsong,
the head of the Camli clan, whose country we were now
in, was tall, with a weather-beaten face not unpleasing in
expression, while a full, soft eye bespoke a gentleness
cvident in his manaer.

For the space of half an hour not a single word passed
between either party, cach secmingly waiting for the
other to open the conversation, Chowsam and myself
by a meaning look conveyed to each other our deter-
mination to make Samsang begin the inevitable discus-
sion on the subject of proceeding on our jouncy. At
last this chicf, without uttcring a word, handed me a
packet of Ietters, addressed to the French missionaries
at Bathang by Captain Gregory, which Chowsam the
year before had left with the Thibetan authorities at
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Roemah to be forwarded. Having read the address, I
returned them to Samsang without making any ohserva-
tion. This somewhat disconcerted him, and with an
effort, heralded by a long-drawn sigh, he quictly re-
cquested us to return to our country, because the Chinese
Rajah at Roemah had sent the Jetters, with a Thibetan
dogr and 3 knife, as an amicable present, if 1 ¢consented,
but if I persevered in advancing, it would be at the
risk of encountering many such knives and watchdogs.

Samsany having said this much, came over to our
side of the fire and beyged me not to be angry with
him, as he could not helphimself. His house was within
a few miles of the first Thibetan outpost, where two
hundred soldiers were waiting to arrest me, and all
the Meju chiefs assembled in conncil had decided that I
ghould not pass through their country.

1t was evident that a difhculty had arisen.  The return
of the letters, with the present of the Thibetan dog
and knife, were unmistaheable signs that the Thibetan
officials were on the alert, and my experience of them
whilst trpvelling in Yastern Thibet made it evident that
I should not be allowed to reach Bathang, and thus
accomplish the object of my journey. This was a
painful consideration. But I quietly told Samsang that
I was a peaccable man, not desiring to cause trouble,
but anxious for pcace and trade. I should, therefore, go
on, for cven the demons of their country would not harm
a stranger travelling on such a mission. To this Sam-
sang replicd that the road through their country was
closed, and they would be bound to stop me in some
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way. Having thus spoken, he retired to his fire and
declined further conversation.

Chowsam now, like a skilful general, supplied the
Mishmees liberally with opium, a luxury they could not
resist. 'When they had smoked themselves into a good
humour, Chowsam proposed that we should procced to
the place where they had camped the previous night, and
the chiefs so far relented as to agree to the proposition,
provided we would go no farther,

At the Mishmee camping-place, we found the fires
still burning, so we had nothing to do but to pitch the
blanket-lent and make oursclves comfortable for the
night.

After a scanty mcal of boiled hill rice and a few
yams—roasted in the embers—the camp-fircs were made
up for the night—that of the Mishmees some twenty
yards from ours, and each party kept a scparate watch,
Before dark, Chowsam and mysclf went over to the
Mishmee camp to smoke a pipe, and Samsang expressed
a wish to inspect my bulldogs, which were chained up,
as usual, onc at the entrance and the other at the back of
the teat.  Forgetting the presence of the fierce Thibetan
dog—a huge animal, as big as a Newfoundland—TI told
Philip to let them loose. No sooner had he done so
than they made 2 dash through the Mishmee camp, upset-
ting one or two men in their passage, and fastened on
the Thibetan, whose loud baying, on hearing my voice,
attracted their attention. The poor brute being tied up
stood no chance against my savage pets, and it scon
became evident that the bulldogs would kill him unless

o
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they were taken off.  This was casier said than done;
neither Khamiees nor Mishmees would interfere, while
I was so weak and crippled by my ankle, that T was
almost afraid to venture near the Thibetan brute. How-
ever, I did nnt want to lose the dog, so managed to
catch my bulldur * Bob® by the tail and choked him off';
whercupon the strange dog turned upon the bull-bitch,
and I was obliged to Ict ¢ Bob ' go to the rescuc,

The excitement soon became great, the Mishmecs,
several of whom had been severcly bitten by the Thibetan
dog, were in costacies at the courage of the bulls, and
when at Jast they left the big dog apparently lifuless, the
savages gave vent to their pleasure in loud shouts, and
the bulls were passed round in review before they were
again ¢hained up.  The Thibetan dog suffered less than
one might have sopposed; he soon recovered himself,
and buyed as loudly as ever.  He was a superb animal,
with & beautiful wolf-like head; a straight, long, and
very thick black coat of hair covered his body, while his
legs, beautifully tan-marked, were smootlt ; but the finest
feature about him was his huge bushy tail, which curled
majestically over his back, Wishing to get a better look
at him, 1 drew ncar, when he strugrgled so hard to get at
mec that the chain broke, and but that I knew their
savage nature, from my Thibetan experience, there is
Tittle doubt that I should have been severely mauled ; as
it was, I had armed mysclf with a bludgeon before
venturing ncar him, and as he sprang I dealt him a
blow which brought him down senseless On his
recovering, I laid into him with all my might until
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he holted and sought shelter among the Mishmees,
whither 1 followed, and cventually put on a collar and
czin belonging to one cf the other dogs and tied him
up near the tent. From this time we were the best of
fricnds. These dogs are very difficult to keep alive
in countrics where there is much heat, and I believe
only one of the specics besides mine has ever rcached
England.®

After the excitement had subsided, and Chowsam
had decided on the course to pursue with regard to
proceeding, I sent for the two chicfs, who came, accoms
paniced by a young Mishmee, 2 nephew of Bowseng, A
long talk cnsued between them and Chowsam, while, as
a silent spectator, I watched the party with great interest.
At times Samsang appearcd very angry and excited,
but the clder chicf remained passive, only occasionally
venturing a remark, which secmed to be generally an
approval of something Chowsam was saying. Ncarly
two hours were thus spent, and the Mishmees returned
to their fire, As soon as they had left us, Chowsam told
nie that we should have to go back, The old chief had
proposed that we should go on to Bowsong's village and
meet the assembled Meju chiefs in council, but Samsang
would not consent, although Chowsam had offered him *
a bribe of forty rupees,

At this I could not conceal my disappointment ; it
was too hard to have suffered so much for nothing, and,
fearing Icst Chowsam might be lukewarm in the matter,

* Thi» dogr, named Jungnah, I presented to Mr. Jolland, of Buxshall, near
Lindfield, in Susvex, wlo has Liad him now fur three yenrs or mare.
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I promised him that on our arrival at Bathang I would
give him an extra five hundred rupees, I had senta
remittance to the French missionaries at Bathang, by
way of China, and I was therefore in a position to kecp
my word with the Khamtce chief, The offer of the
additional five hundred rupees evidently made a great
impression on Chowsam, and I turned in, still hoping
against hope,

In the middle of the night I awoke, and got up to
smoke a pipe with Chowsam, who sat brooding over
the fire. While we silently contemplated the embers,
Bowsong's nephew joined us, and appeared anxious to
talk, I thercfore retired and left them together, Ina
short time Chowsam came to me and said, that the
Mishmees were agrecable to our proceeding as far as
Bowsony’s village, provided I would give my promise
not to go farther.  Chowsam urged me to give the pro-
mise, a8 without it we should be at the mercy of the
Kysa clan, whereas, if I agreed, the Mcjus would be
responsible for me, and I could see moru of their country.
Otherwise, even if we succeeded in getting through the
Meju country, the soldiers at Roemah would arrest us.
I reminded him that he would lose his five hundred
rupeces if we did not get to Bathang, but he begged me
not to consider that, as we had no chance of eatering
Thibet.

It was not without an effort that I at last gave the
promise, and with its utterance departed the last ray of
hope which had sustained me so far through all hard-
ships.
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By the time that all was settled with the Mishmees,
daylight had broken, and Samsang started for Bowsong's
village, to carry the news of our approaching visit. The
old chicf, Nhatsong, remained as a guarantee for our
safuty, and, as the day further advanced, we followed.

Ascending a steep mountain, we reached its summit
shortly after mid-day, whence we looked down on the
Camli village, the residence of our guide, the chief
Nhatsong. To the north and east were high snow-
capped mountains, the lower declivities dotted with
Mishmee dwellings, surrounded by patches of cultivated
land, while the absence of dense jungle, save in occa-
sivnal ravines, formed o striking contrast to the country
hitherto traversed.  Our road from this ran parallel with
the Bramapootra, along the prassy slopes of the moun-
tains, which extended in table lands to the bank of the
river, and occasional clumps of pine trees marked a
change of climate, Shortly after noon we reached
Nhatwong's house, where a pig was killed in honour of
our arrival.

The three following days we pursued our way without
much to cawse excitement, but while we were camped
on 1he verge of a deeply-wooded ravine, under the shade
of sume trees, one incident ocecurred which for a short
time caused me deep anxicty, We had made a long
march during the day, and by cight o’clock the whole
camp, except thosu on watch, were wrapped in sleep,
Even the two seatinels were half-dozing over the watch-
fire, and I was, probably, the only person thoroughly
awake,
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I had dispensed with the blanket-tent, having made
up my bed under a tree, a few yards distant from the
watch-firc, and almost at the cdge of the ravine, The
two bulldeyss were curled up at my feet, while I indulged
in a pleasant reverie over a pipe.  The seene around
was truly wild. The watch-fires lighted up a space all
round the camp, and the leaves of the tree under which
1 reclined danced about in the unusual light, shaken by
a scarcely perceptible breeze. My own fire, close by,
burnt brightly, and 1 laid dreaming most comfortably,
every now and then gazing round almest unconsciously.
Suddenly [ fancied that 1 saw a human head raised just
above the brink of the ravine, but when I fixed my gaze
on the spot, nothing was there, so I paid no more
altention to it; indeed, T was searcely conscions that
such a thought hiad passed through my brain, when
suddenly the bullduy Bob rosc stealthily and crept—
crouching almost to the ground—to the edge of the
ravine ; he then sat down, with cars cocked, and sniffed
the air.  He was a peculiar dog, very savage and sullen,
never noticing any persen but my<clf; in fact, the
Khamtees laughed at him, and called him a slecpy
dog, On this occasion, however, I knew from his manner
that something was astiv, and watched him, until he
again began creeping over the edge of the ravine. Upon
this I shouldered my rifle and followed him, when, to
my intense astonishmunt, I saw distinctly, within twenty
yards of me, 2 human figure, crouching down and steadily
advancing towards me, I immediately called out to
Chowsam, who started to his fect, while the bull-bitch
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Nell went after Bob to see what was up, and both
follow ed the retreating form, the bitch, which had some
of the terrier breed in her, giving tongue,

When Chowsam heard what I had scenm, he replied,
laughingly, that probably a bear, attracted by the smell
of our camp, had paid us a visit, but the idea of a
Mishmee prowling about in the dark scemed too ridi-
culous, their supentitious fears of the demons being
agaimt such a supposition, I disdained to argue the
gquestion, and so lay down again, but the dogs kept
basking at the foot of the ravine, and at last 1 deter-
nuned to go Jdown and sce what was really exciting
them. 1 thought 1 might have been mistaken, and if
it was a Lear perhaps the dogs might come to grief,
So, again shouldering my rifle, 1 made my way to
the bottom of the ravine, guided by the barking of the
dogs.

Greatly to my surprise I found them keeping guard
over a Mishmee who had perched himself on a large
boulder in the bed of the torrent. There wag no mistake
now, and I again called out for Chowsam. Directly 1
hailoued the stranger sprany off his perch and fled down
the ravine followes] into the darkness by the bulldogs,
Thinkieg to startle the spy, or whatever our visitor was,
Ilet fly a barrel of my rifle, taking care to aim above
him. Having done this I whistled in the dogs, and
as they camc to heel Chowsam joined me with some
of his men. On telling them again what I had seen
they would not belicve it, saying that no Mishmee could
venture to prowl about in the dark. They were not to

Q
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b eonvinced, so I returned to camp and laid down again,
but not to sleep.

The fillowing morning I was the first to rouse all
hands, and after 2 scanty breakfast we began ancother
day's march, Tlaving croswed the stream at the bottom
of the ravine, near the place where 1 had scen the
noclurnal visitor, we ascended the ravine until we came
to i turn, when we were suddenly alarmed by Nhatsong
and another Mishmee who accompanied him, rushing
ek Lo us saying that the path was clored and we must
nt proceed as some of the Mcjus were evidently hostile.
The old chief Nhatsong protested loudly against this
breach of faith on the part of Samsang, who had pro-
misedd to remove the barrier on his way to Bowsong's.
The crection of such barrers by the Mishmees is a
coslom of some importance, and is tantamount to a
declaration of hostility towards 2 strangrer, who, if he
removes it without the consent of the chief in whose
territory it i erecled, perpetrates an insnlt punishable
by death or a heavy fine

In our case the barrier had been left by Samsang, but
with what intent is uncertain,.  Chowsam was furious : he
said that Samsong had left it so that we should have to
bribe the chiefs in Bowsong's country for permission to
pass.  But as Samsang had promised to remove it him-
self on receipt of a present of forty rupees, Chowsam
ordered Nhatsong to pull it down, This he refused to
do until the chief, bidding me draw my revelver, drew
his own knife, and ordered his men to surround me.
The Khamtees, elated at the prospect of a fight, ranged
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themselves round me, while Chowsam in company with
Nhatsong and other Mishmees advanced to the barricade,
Having carefully examined the ercction, which consisted
of logs of wood and green branches thrown carclessly
across the path, Chowsam with the aid of the Mishmecs
cleared it away and the whoule party passud on.

W could casily have passed round the barrier but its
existence would still have made our progress dangerous.
As it was our position was not comfortable. On the
other side of the barrier we found traces of 2 Mishmee
camp, which had been o recently occupicd that the fires
were still burning.  This was unmistaheable evidence
that our steps were dogged by an unfriendly party @ for
if well disposed, they would have joined us instead of
camping at a distange after dark, which they must have
done, as some of our Khamtees had been within a few
yards of the spot the previous cvening in scarch of dry
firenood, and had olperved nothing,  This adventure con-
vinced our party of the presence of my nocturnal visitor,
and the guneral condlusion arrived at was that some of
Kyaa's men were dogging us, My own opinion, however,
was that the Mcjus were quictly keeping 2 sharp eye
on us, and the suhsequent bebaviour of Bowsong con-
vinced mwe that 1 was right.

After leaving the barricade we continued on until
novn without any signs of hostility and halted near the
basc of a Jarge rock in the vicinity of a clear little moun-
tain stream, Close by were several bambon posts about
twelve feet high, and on the top of which the skull and
jawbones of a yak were fastened. On enquiring of

al
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Chowsam the meaning of this, he told me of the follow-
ing curious custom which prevailed amongst the Mish-
meus.

In cases of the seduction of a married or a single woman
the whole clan—of which the woman is a member—
resent the wrong,  The head of her house slaughters a
bullck or yak and invites the clders of his clan to a
feast. The skull and jawbones of the animal, after the
flesh has been consumed, are taken and placed, as
described, on the highway, and remain there as a sign to
all passers by, who soon spread the news, that such and
such a clan has been wronged, Then all the chiefs of the
tribc asscmble in council to decide on the amount of
damage to be paid by the male offender, But if, pre-
vions to this. the offender has paid the price of the bullock
angd taken the woman to wife, the skull and bones are
removed and the matter looked upon as settled ; if not,
the Council of Chicls anard heavy damages to the head
of the woman's family, father or husband as the case
may be, who, in casc of default by the offender, takes
revenge on his clan, and in doing so is helped by all the
chicfs and their followers,

After our mid-day meal a march of several hours
brought us to the top of a high ridge whence we saw the
Prun village immcdiately below us. It was pic-
turcsquely situated on a table land which sloped down
from the mountains to the river. The Mishmees never
namc their villages, and this fact renders it difficult to
find one’s way through their country, To a certain
extent they are nomadic. A clan, consisting of three or
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four houses, will settle on a spot, and while their houses
are habitable they will reside in them, but when old and
decayed, new houses are built, sometimea miles away
from the old ones, which are then deserted. From this
custom it is impossible to give a gengraphical position
to any village : a village may be in existence to-day and
a few ycars hence the place thercof will know it no more.
Thence the residence of a clan is always alluded to as
gam so and so, according to the name of its chicf, and
on the chiel's death the place takes the son’s name, In
order to find the descendants of Bowsong after his death
it would be necessary to ask for the Prun clan, and trace
his descendants amongst the chief familics. As the
Mishmees have no written character nor any mode of
keeping a record of time it would be almost impossible
to tracc the descendants of Bowsong a hundred years
hence, as the names do not descend from father to son
and only one name is used. This, I belicve, is the case
amongst all the other savage tribes on the fronticrs of
Assam.

Descending the hill we arrived at the house of Seng-
song, a cousin of Bowsong's, to which we were refused
admission on the plea that there was sickness in it,
but I had caught sight of two Thibetans as they bolted
into the house ont our approach. Bowsong's house lay
half a mile farther on and we reached it about sunset,
Not a soul appeared in the village. On entering the
strangers’ room the only occupants were two Khamtees
from the Upper Khamtee country, who made a low
obeisance to Chowsam on his entrance. For two hours
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we sat in the house without a soul coming near us, and
I began to think we were not going to be welcomed at
all. At last Bowsong's cldest brother came in and
seated himself at the fire without a word, according to
Mishmce tiquette.  Afier a while he informed us, keeping
his eyes fixed on the fire, that Bowsong was absent on
some business in Samsang’s country. whose clan had
rohlied the two Khamtees of some knives.

These men were in a sorry plight @ everything had been
tiken from them but their waist cloths, and they were
fontsore and weary from a long journey of over fifteen
day~ from their country to Bowsong's village ; the road
passing through a very mountainous district, without cven
savage inhabitants, It iy surprising what physical diffi-
atlties trade will sometimes overcome. The Upper
Riumtee traders venture among the Mishmees and
many other tribws of \\ssam at the constant risk of life
aml property, but still they trade, and through their
industry the whole of Northern Assam is provided with
hnives, while the different tribes are largely indebted
to them for their siher ormnaments, made of the metal
ubtained from rich silver mines belonging to the Upper
Khamtce chiefs,

About 10 1L Bowsong appeared and sat down as his
brother had done, without taking the leasl notice of us.
This Mishmee style of grecting is not calculated to inspire
a stranger with confidence, yet there is something in the
motive which actuates it. The Mishmees say that when
people become gucsts in the house they belong to it, and
consequently if the master were to greet them with great
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professions of gladness, it would make the guests fecl as
though they were strangers in the housc,

Afer sitting a whilke Bowsong asked Chowsam some
trifling questivns about the Sahib, and with this beginning
they commenced a talk. The Mishmee chief required
mc to swear not to attempt to proceed beyond the
village, Assuming the stoical manner of the chicf, 1
replicd, steadily directing my gaze into the fire, that my
word had already been given, and a Sahib's word could
not be broken. Without replying, the Mishmee chicf
rose, entered an outer room, and speedily retumed fol-
Towed by three or four of his wives laden with rice, beans,
boiled pork, yams, and rice Iver. Presenting first a plate
of rice to Chovsam and mywelf, he bade us welcome ina
peculiarly courteous voice, and with pleasing grace of
manner.  After which the women served the rest of the
party, cach in turn recciving a weleome from our host,
IIe then left us for the night, saying that we must he
tired and wish to sleep, as he did himsclf, having walked
all day.

The women remained with us until a late hour, being
highly entertained by Chowsam, who kept them in roars
of laughter.  OF course the Sahib was minutely inspected,
his weapons, clothes, and complexion, cach receiving
appropriate observations.  In this manner I spent New
Year's Eve of 1870, surrounded by a tribe of savages,
feared for their treachery, and still almost red-handed
with the blood of two poor missionarics who, save mysclf,
were the only Europeans who had ventured to trust them.
sclves to their hospitality.
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However, I solaced myself under the disappointment
of being compelicd to desist from any attempt to reach
Bathang, by determining to conciliate the Meju Mishmees,
and induce some of their haughty chiefs to return with
me to Sudiya, that they might assure themselves of our
fricndly disposition towards them, and thus be led to
trade with the Assamese in the plains, and become a
medium of introducing tca into Thibet. Full of this
thought I fell asleep just as the old year was dying
oul,
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CHAPTER XVII

THE COUNCIL OF CHIEFS.

Mine Tlot Killlng a Yak —Mishmee Mawniages <The Price of & Wife—
Ceemonials  Socizl laws Religion  Plulip and the Thibetans  The
Khanuee Trader» Respect for the Chief  Our Officialy - Assenblage
of Ulnefy  bowsng's Uwatwn - Inlinult Questions A Dongercus
Tilomma -Pacfic Con ludon  Depotatm of  Chiels to Sudya- -
Feace with the Mems— Road-makmg  Brick Tea for Thibet Heng-
song  I'roe Hospitality —Rifle Pravtice A Lacky Shot —My Lame
Ankle The Sovthaayer’s Presaription- [Homenards.

BowsoNG’s houschold were astir carly the following

morning, busily preparing a fecast for a number of the

Mcju chiefs, who had signified their intention of being

present at a general council in the evening.  Mine host

was evidently a great manin his own country. He stood

about five feet six inches, with a herculean frame and a

countenance expressive of the keenest intelligence, but

his cyes being very small and bright gave him a look of
cunning not altogether pleasing, while thin closely com-
pressed lips spoke of cruel determination ; but his face
was singularly expressive, and an exact index of the
feclings, hostile or amiable, by which he happened to be
influenced.

He grected me most hospitably on entering the

strangers’ room, and told Chowsam, with the airof a
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lord, that he was guing to kill a yak in honour of the
English Queen, and to celebrate the arrival of the first
English gucst that had honoured his village,

The slaughterof either bullock, yak, or mhitton amongst
the Mishmees is a rare occurrence, and only takes place
on the most important oceasions, spch as deaths, mar-
riages, &¢.  The slaughter is always performed with great
ceremony.  The animal, with a halter round its neck, is
held by a slave, while the men of the house with drawn
knives form a circle round it, the women and children
standing in a group at a respectful distance from the men.
Then, amidst a solemn silence the chief or head of the
housc steps forward with his large Thibetan knife, and
calmly surveying the animal for a few minutes, with a
sudden tiner-like spring, delivers a frightful cat on its
loins, apparently paralysing it. The chief then retires,
and all the men rush in and with horrible yells hack and
hew at the wretched beast until it falls with piteous
groans, and long Dbefore life is extinet lumps of the
quivering flesh are cut off aad thrown to the women and
children, who scramble for the warm bloody picces, and, °
amidst frantic shouts of delight carry them tou the honse,
where they are buoiled for the feast  This ceremony is a
ghastly spectacle, and sickened me, especiallywhen Chow-
sam informued me that prisoners are killed in this way,
and that the unfortunate missionarivs, Crick and Bourie,
had been surrounded and hacked to death in a similar
manner.

The ceremony of killing the yak took place about
seven in the morning, and by nine o'clock several chiefs
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had arrived, and a large gathering sat down to the feast.
I was too unwell to join in the revelry; indced, the
sight of the Mishmces bandling and tearing at huge
lumps of parboiled flesh was too much for me, and it
was with the greatest difficulty that I managed to cat a
roasted og.

The whale day was onc continucd feast. Chiefs and
their followers hept dropping in at intervals until the
walls of the strangers’ room appeared like an armoury,
decorated with their spears which were placed against
them.

My ankle wns now <o bad that I had done the last
day's march un a couple of crutches. A large abscess
was forming under the ankle bone, and every movement
caused indescribable agony ; under these circumstances
I could only lic down and observe my companions while
they converd,

Bowsongr was most communicative, and during the day
I learnt from him a great deal about the manncers and
customs of the Mishmees. The chicef’s youngest brother,
a youth sume cightuen years old, asked during break-
fast if I was married, and receiving a reply in the negative,
he sympathised with me, saying that he was not married
either, as he had not yet got enough heads as a dowry
for his bride.  This remark led to Bowsong's telling me
somcthing about Mishmee marriages.

The ceremony is highly original,. Women are priced
at from fifty to five hundred heads, and a large family of
daughters are very valuable, especially if they be well
favoured. When the cldest son and heir of a family
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has made his choice he speaks to his father, who under-
takes to treat with the young lady’s parents, and there-
upon considerable bargaining takes place between the
two familics ; if the coveted fair one be very beautiful it
sometimes takes months to complete the bargain. When,
however, this matter is settled, the young man pays his
future father-in-law a visit, taking with him a number of
heads as part of the purchase-money, which he hands
over to the old gentleman, and is then allowed to court
the young lady, whose heart he secks to gain in the first
place by making her father a present. After this visit
the young woman's father pays the lover's family a visit,
taking to his futurc son-in-law a present equal to the
number of hends received. If, after this visit, all are
mutually satisficd, the young man takes the rest of the
bargain-mongy to the father-in-law, who thereupon hands
over the daughter, giving her as a2 dowry a share of the
heads paid for her.  Until they have become the parents
of grown-up children, thc men and women ncver eat
meat in each other's presence, nor can a man {except
on very solemn occasions) eat meat in a father-in-law's
house. This peculiar custom when a man has many
wives (and he always keeps as many as he can afford)
often prevents him from eating fiesh in any house in the
village save his own. Poor younger sons have to work
very hard for a wife, for they get no help from their
father, but have to trade sometimes for years before
they can bring their wives home to a house of their own ;
but on payment of a part of the purchase-money the
youth may marry and visit his wife at her father’s house,
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though she and her children can never leave it until
every head is paid. This custom is a great stimulus to
the young men in their musk-hunting and trading ex-
cursions, for until they pay for their wives they hold no
position, and their wives and children have to work for
the benefit of the wife's family,

The two most important ceremonies of the Mishmees
are undoubtedly those atiending deaths and marriages,
In the case of sickness a soothsayer is called in and he
generally prescribes the sacrifice of fowls or pigs, accord-
ing to the statc of the patient. These sacrifices he.
orduers as a propitiation to the demon who is supposed
to be instrumental in causing sickness, When death
ensucs, particularly in the casec of a chicf, mhittons,
Pizs, and fownls are killed without stint, and all the old
men and women feast to their hearts' content, hospitality
being considered a preat virtue, ‘They cat in honour of
the departed, talking the while of his great and good
qualitics. The body is burnt after two days and the
ashes coliected and placed in a minjature house, erccted
close to the family revidence.  This unique tomb is then
surrounded by some of the skulls collected by the chief
during his lifetime, which serve as a monument to his
past hospitality, while the rest of his treasures are
divided amongst his sons, the son-and-heir taking the
lion's share, \When there are no sons the skulls go to
the ncarest male rclations. The eldest son takes the
title of gam, or chicf, and holds a yearly feast in bonour
of his deceased father, which is considered onc of the
most sacred obscrvances amongst them,
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The laws which regulate their social system are simple
but most cffective In case of murder a Council of
Chicfs is held, and on proof of guilt the ncarest male
relative cuts up the culprit at pleasure, or takes heavy
compensation.  Should, however, the victim be a slave
belonging to another person a fine of five mhittons settles
the matter if paid; if not, the offender is punished
grenerally by reprisals, against which there is no remedy.
Any owner may kill his own slave at pleasure.

As to religion, their notions are very vaguc. Poly-
theism, encumbered with all the rites and cercmonies of
fetishism, is their true creed.  The yearly sacrifice and
frast in honour of their deceased parents shows that they
have some iden of a future state, but I could not find
oul their particular ideas, as death is a disagrecable
subject of convemsation among them, and Chowsam
always declined to interpret questions relating to it

During the day T sent Philip out to make observa-
tions as to the Thibetans whom we had seen at the
house of Sengsong on the night of our arrival. He had
been recognised by the Mishmecs as a Jarmin, or Chinese,
and as such was a favourite, so that when bhe sallied
forth he was accompanied by several young Mejus, who
paid him great attention, lle returned after an absence
of more than two hours and amused me by rclating his
adventures.  Having left Bowsong's house, he wandered
about without any apparent object, and finally took the
road to Sengsong’s, but with such an apparent innocence
that hiz companions never dreamed of his object. He
supplicd them liberally with tobacco, but as luck would
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have it they could not myster a light among them, and
when they came to Sengsong’s house they went in to get
onc, just the very thing the clever little fellow wanted.
Inside he found the two Thibetans scated at the fire,
with the chicf Sengsong.  On sceing Philip, and recog-
nising him for a Chinaman, they rose 1espectfully, and
onc of them greeted him in Chinese.  This was a good
opening, %o he assumed an air of superiority and ques-
tioned them on their business in the Moju country,
They informed him that they had been sent from
Roemal, new distant one leng day’s march, by the
Thibetans, to watch the proceedings of the Palin,* and
avhed Phulip if he knew miy intentions? Was T a great
general intent upon opening a road through the Mishnice
country for the passage of an army to come and take
Thibet? Upon his informing them of my object they
were highly amused, saying that the officials at Roemah
were in a great state of anxiety about me, and had
received instruciions from L'hassa to prevent Tang
Koopah + entering Thibet at all hazards, in conscquence
of which a large party of soldicrs was stationed at
Rucemah to prevent my groing on.

From this conversation it was cvident that the au-
thorities at L'hasaa had learat from India that I intended
to try and reach Bathang, and at once concerted mea-
sures to provent me. This knowledge, while it showed
that the Mishmees were not to blume, convinced me that

* Thilr i wont for Ingli-limen in India,
T Tha 1 1he nawoe by whucl 1 an known In Chiua and Eastern Thibet,
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any cfiorts to reach Thibet from India would be futile
for the present.

I mentioned the presence in Howsong’s house of two
Khamtees from the Upper Khamtee country, who had
been robbed by the Lamat clan.  In the course of
the day the plundered knives were brought to Bowsong,
who returned them to the XKhamtees, and they at once
entered into a brivk trade with the assembled guests,
who cagerly bought the knives in exchange for slaves.
These Khamtee knives form one of the great articles of
barter between the Assamese and Mishmees, the latter
always bringing numbers with them on their trading
excursions to the plains.

It was very interesting to see the great respect with
which these Khamtee traders treated Chowsam: they
never took @ scat in his presence without asking per-
mission, and always addressed him as ‘ Gohain’ {lord or
chief). The Mishmees likewise treated him with great
distinction as the son of their former lord, and I could
not but remember with regret that the custom which
obtains among our officials in Assam renders it necessary
for a man like Chowsam to stand in their presence. It
is true that all scmi-barbarous people seem to Euro-
peans childish in their pride, but it should be remem.
bered that an hereditary savage chief in his own
country is a lord, holding over his people the power of
life and death, and thus naturally comscious of his
dignity, making his subjects stand before him as
inferiors ; it must thercfore be felt as a great indignity
for these chiefs to stand in the presence of our police
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officers and others, and pay them all the marks of abject
submission, such as their own people pay to them.
While the humbling of haughty savage chiefs is
necessary for the maintenance of our authority, I
think the humiliating process should rather be carried
on by exacting from them the punctual fulfilment of
all orders received from Her Majesty’s Government than
by degrading them in the cyes of their people : after all,
the chicls are those who keep the tribes together and
render the mass obedient to their own social laws ; and,
where the chiefs are friendly disposed towards us, their
neople will certainly more readily better obey our
orders. .\ tribe without respect for the chicfs are indeed
sorry subjects.  From long experience of savages and
their Iife, 1 say without hesitation that it is a mistake
to degrade the chicfs before our officials, Everyone
visiting our frontier stations throughout India should
be treated with some show of consideration, and be
allowed to sit in the presence of our officials, not on an
equality of rank, but certainly as superior to the menials
attending our officer and their own slaves and followers.

I never knew a case in which chiefs whom 1 have had
to treat as equals in their own country, did anything
which would have detracted from my dignity had I
been then a British official  On the contrary, treating
them with consideration Ras invatiably heightenced their
respect for me,

The Chinese political officer who presides over the
tribes on the soulh-western frontiers of China, when I
was in prison in his Yamun t Weiseefoo, always asked
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the principal chiefs of the tribes to dine with him when
they visited the station, and the Government provided
a master of cecremonies, whose duty it was to instruct
the chicfs in the etiquette observed on these occasions ;
and chicfy naturally dirty in their own country, would
appear with a decent snit of Chinese clothes when pre-
sented to the Mandarin. I question whether we might
nol take many useful hints from the Chinese in their
treatment of fronticr tribes, which would help consider-
ably in leswening the difficulty we have at present in
keeping many of them quiet.

Towards sundown, all the assembled guests in
Bowsong's house began to assume a solemn air,
preparatory to meeting in council.  An earnest conver-
sation commenced among the assembled chiefs and at
last five of their number were chosen to represent the
Mishmee tribes, viz.: Bowsong, Sengsong, Samsang,
Tenghe, and Nhatsong.* These drew round the fire and
folding their hands before them, sat gazing at the
hearth with an air of solemn dcliberation, This was a
hint that the rest of the guests and women of the house
evidently understood, for one by one they sileatly with-
drew unti{ Chowsam, with his men, myself, Philip, and
the negro, were left alonc with the chiefs. On a hint
from Chowsam I had followed his example and taken
up my position at the fire. After this, for ncarly half an
hour, we sat without a word being uttered At last,
Bowsong told Chowsam in a peculiar sing-song tone of

* See Appendix.
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voice. that the chicfs were ready to talk, an announce.
ment which they agreed to by a loud grunt,

After a short interval of silence, Bowsong commenced
a long speech, beginning calmly but gradually working:
himself into excitement, which was made evident by the
increased animation of his face and the raised tones of
his voice. Though I could not understand a word, I
felt that the chief was an orator, his emphatic declama-
tion and cnergetic but graceful gesticulation riveted my
attention, and I allowed him to see the admiration
which he cxcited. Bowsong cvidently felt great satis-
fution at having made an impression on the English-
mun, and achnowledged my attention by repeatedly
mentioning my name in modulated accents accompaniced
with a profound bow towards me. When he concluded,
all wxpressed their applause by prolonged grunts, an
example which 1 followned.

I had determined to make use of the negro as inter-
preter at thiv council, beeause the interval necessary for
translation would give me an advantage, especially as I
now pietty well understood Assamese. As Chowsam
interpreted from Mishmee into Assamese, I knew the
nature of the communication, and while the negro
tran-lated from Aseamese into English I prepared my
reply.

Beswsong in his address had related the particulars of
the murder of Crick and Bourie, and dilated on the
gricvances suflered by Mishmees from the British
Government, notably the protection given to runaway
slaves and their treatment in the plains, He ended by

aid
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asking in the name of the tribes why—when I knew
that the Mejus were at enmity with my people—1
had come amongst them,

To this question I replied at some length, setting
forth that I was a peaceable man, intent on' enquiring
nto the trade of different countries. As to the murder
of the missionarics, I assured them that this matter was
settled when Kysa was hanged, and begged the Mejue
not to rcmain away from Sudiya on that account, for
the Commissioner Sahib had authorised me to tell them
that the Mcjus were at liberty to come down to the
plains whencever they liked for purposes of trade, As to
theic liberated slaves, in our country the great chief,
our Queen, had given orders that no person, either man
or woman, was to be kept as a slave: all who lived in
our country werc free, and the Queen’s orders =putt be
obeyed in that respect.

This having been interpreted, Bowsong asked how the
Mejus could be our friends, seeing that the neighbour.
ing tribe of Chullacottah Mishmeees had murdered the
chief Lumling, who had assisted Lieutenant Eden in the
capture of Kysa, while the British authorities had made
no reply to an appeal for protection from the family of
Lumling. This question was asked with great asperity
of manner, and the mention of Lumling’s death seemed
to irritate the chicfs very much, for they scowled at me
and handled their knives in a disagreeable manner.

Mecanwhile our Khamtees who had been sitting
apart at the farther end of the room, had edged them-
sclves nearer and ncarer, so that by the time Bowsong
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had made his angry interrogation, they ranged them-
selves in a wider circle round the council, which the
excitecment of the chiefs rendered a wisc precaution.
While the negro was being spoken to by Chowsam, 1
understood what was said, and had ample time to think
of a suitable reply to the question, which if othcrwise
coming suddenly would have taken me considerably
uhawares.

As it was, I quictly remarked that it was not known
amongst the English in Assam that the Meju Mish-
mees were afraid of the Chullacottahs ; it was generally
undurstood that the Mujus were great warriors, and
able to take care of themscelves.  If the missionarics had
not been murdered, this trouble would not have conie
upon the Mcejus. Again, the Mejus had told me that
they were subjects of the Thibetan Government, by
whose order they had prevented me reaching Thibet;
they should, therefore, apply to the Thibetans for pro-
tection against the Chullacottahs, This answer com-
pletely disconcerted Bowsong; and the older chief,
Samsang, his cousin, said that thc subject had better be
dropped.

Bowsong then asked why the mcessengers sent by the
Mejus to Sudiya could never get an answer to any com-
plaint made by the Mcjus, To this I replied that if the
Mejus had anything to say to the Commissioner, the
chiefs should go down themsclves, and not send slaves,
who preferred to remain in the plains as freemen. Asto
their slaves being treated as chiefs, it was very difficult
for the Sahibs to know all men who came to them; so
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far, none besides myself had been able to see the Mejn
chicfs, and no one cared to come amongst them lest they
should be killed, as the missionaries were, The Sahibs
were not to blame if the Mcjus’ slaves represented them-
selves as chicfs,. The only way to prevent this was for
the chicfs to go down in person. If they would send a
deputation, I would be happy to return with them,

This was the first mention I had made of a deputation
of chiefs being sent down to Sudiya, and the council
100k some time to deliberate beforc Chowsam replied
that it was all very well to talk of the chiefs going down
to Sudiya, but what guarantee had they that thcy would
nut be banged as Kysa was on account of the death of
the missionaries in their country ?

T thought this a very natural question for the chiefs to
ask, and replied that I would give them my word that
no harm should befall them, If that was not suofficient,
I would remain in their country as a hostage. This
announcement was received with eovident marks of
approval, and the chicfs consulted amongst themselves
for half an hour, Tengke, who belonged to Kysa’s clan,
alone arguing against the Meju chiefs visiting Sudiya,
At last, after considerable wrangling, Bowsong informed
me that he and Samsang would accompany me back to
Sudiya, and he hoped that their visit would result in
peace between the English Queen and the Mejus
Tengke, on behalf of Kysa’s clan, undertook to end the
blood feud cherished by this clan, and my word for the
safety of the deputation was taken as sufficient for their
protection. This agreement having been ratified by
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every chief shaking hands with me—being instructed
thereto by Chowsam, who cvidently thought that this
English ceremonial was necessary to render it binding—
the council broke up. All the guests once more entered
the strangers’ room, and ali of us made merry over the
prospect of establishing peace between the Mcjus and
the Sahibs,

On retiring to rest towards morning, I could not help
congratulating mysclf on having induced the Mejus to
send their chiefs down to Sudiya. It had becn said
before starting on the cxpedition that this tribe would
form one of the great obstacles to our trading with
Thibet through their country, while the impossibility of
finding a way through their hills was also quoted as
another fatal obstacle.  Now, however, the enmity of the
Mcjus nced no longer be feared.  As to the road—truc,
as yetit is impassable for purposes of trade, but with the
fricndly co-operation of the Mishmee tribes there is no
reaxon why a good one should not be made. The Abors
have capital roads leading from the plains through their
hilis, by which brasts of burthen can travel easily, and
when Thibet, in the progress of cvents, removes her
prohibition against the sale of our teas, I have no doubt
that the making of a road from Sudiya through the
Mishmee hills will be found an casy matter, This, I fear,
I shall not live to see; but without presumption I may
say, that having induced the Mcju chicfs to pay a
friendly visit to our territory, has donc something
towards removing obstacles from the path of those who
may hercafter benefit by our tea trade with Thibet.
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There is little doubt that our Assam tea-gardens could
supply the whole of Thibet with brick tea. The whole
aim in life of the Thibetans seems to be to procure a
sufficicncy of tea; and it is no cheap luxury, for the
Lamas make them pay for it in yaks, horses, labour, and
sheep.  Even children are sold into slavery to the
rapacious priests in payment for brick tea.

If once our Assam teas were allowed to compete with
China in the Thibetan market, the monopoly now en-
joyed by China would speedily change hands,

The whole of the brick tea sent from China is grown
in the western part of the province of Szchuan, and has
to be carried on men’s backs nearly two hundred miles
to Tatsianloo, the first Thibetan frontier town, and thence
sixty days’ journey on yaks to Bathang, where it is sold
at rupees one and a half per pound. Brick tea® could be
laid down at Sudiya, with a handsome profit to the
Northern Assam tca-planters, at from four to six annas
per pound, and a journey from this point to Bathang,
through the Mishmee country, with good roads, would
be accomplished easily in twenty days It is plain,
thercfore, that this tea could be sold at a price in
Bathang which would cntirely shut out the Chinese
article.

Sengsong had made me promise to spend the next
day at his house, 28 the number of guests at Bowsong’s
was too much even for the resources of that powerful
chief. So next afternoon a very large concourse of

* Made from the refase lesves, afier the finer sorts of tea, for Eqropean
nse have been mearufactored,
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chiefs and their followers assembled at Bowsong’s house
to pay their respects to me before leaving.

When all were assembled Chowsam gave a present of
five rupees each, and some beads and red cloth, to all
the chiefs who were present or represented at the
council, not forgetting the son of the chief Kysa, who
we Jearnt had dogged our steps from the time that we
entered the Meju country, and amidst the good wishes
of the assembly T and my party started for Sengsong’s
house.

The excruciating agony of walking was too much for
me; the abscess in my ankle was bigger than a hen's
egg, and it was with the greatest difficulty that I reached
our new quarters, where I again succumbed to an attack
of fever, brought on entircly by the pain of walking.

A curious feature in the fever prevalent in castern
climates is that when a person has once been attacked
by it an excess of anger or great mental anxiety will
invariably bring on an attack. Suppressed anger or
anxiety has often laid me low, and I felt that, with the
constrained pain caused by my ankle, the fever would
become dangerous, as my spleen was already enlarged.

Our new host, Sengsong, was a finc specimen of a
savage, standing over six feet; he was erect as his own
spear-shaft, though over sixty years of age. Courteous,
kind, and sociable, he was free and hearty of manner,
and totally devoid of that childisk covetousness natural
to all the other chicfs, than whom, morcover, he was
much more addicted to cleanliness,

Towards night, when the fever had subsided, he
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brougrht me some cakes, which he had made himself
with flour made from the edible palm tree, with honey
and eggs.  1le had also given Thilip a smali chicken to
prepare for his master.  And all these delicacics the old
chief laid before me with an air of solicitude that quite
won my affection,  Everything was served in brass cups
and plates, of Chinese manufacture, which he told me
he had bovght from Chinese merchants in Thibet,

While 1 was cating, the old fellow sent away his wife
and children, and engaged me in a3 most pleasing con-
vemation about Thibet and China.

On the fullowing day it was cvident that I was unfit
for travelling ; the fever had left me very weak, while
my anhie was dreadfully inflamed, so Sungsong made
my stay with him for two days more,

In the afiernoon previous to our departure Sengsong
asked me as a great favour if I would fire off my rifle,
as he had never seen one fired ; and to please the kind
old man I hobbled out of the house for the purpose of
firing at a tree. Scveral young Mishmees gathered
round, and one armed with his crussbow, apparently
anxious to show his skill as a marksman, aimed at a
knot in the branch of a tree about thirty yards off, and
lodged his arrow well in the centre.  He then asked me
if 1 could beat that with the rifle. I was too ill to feel
any interest in beating the young fellow, but 1 took
carcful aim at the knot and pulled trigger ; the arrow
full, and on being picked up was discovered to have
been cut in two close to the tree.  The Mejus shouted
their applause loudly, and if before they had been afraid
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of the rifle they were now absolutcly In terror of jt—
nonc of them, not even Sengsong, would touch it. I
was of course asked to fire again, but did not care to
risk my reputation as a marksman, and retired to the
house with Sengsong, leaving the rifle with Chowsam for
further examination,

Sengsony was very anxious about my ankle; he
appeared to think that I was being badly treated by
some of the demons, and suggested calling in a sooth-
sayer—just the very thing that pleased me, as it would
afford an opportunity to gain an insight into the
Mishmee idea of demons.  The soothsayer, who resided
alone near the summit of a ncighbouring lofty moun-
tain was sent for, and at daylight next morning I was
rouscd for the purpose of being introduced to the great
enchanter, who appeared to be stupified or half aslecp.

He was dressed like any other Mishmee, only allow-
ing his hair to fall in long, unkempt masses over his
shouldurs.  After inspecting my foot he requested cvery-
body to leave the room, first telling me, through
Chowsam, that ] must be still and not talk; then
stripping himsclf naked, with the exccption of a small
cloth round his loins, he squatted on his hams, tailor
fashion, alongside of me, and produced a handful of
rushes from his waistbelt These he commenced plait-
ing and unplaiting, accompanying the operation with a
buzzing noise, as though he were counting, Qccasion-
ally he would place his hand on my ankle, then shake
the rushes over it, keeping his eyes shut the whole time,
After carrying on this performance for ncarly an hour
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he called Sengsong, and informed him that two fowls
must be killed, and my ankle would speedily get well,

When Chowsam came in I told him to ask the sooth-
sayer what devil had been at work on me, and what
effect the rushes had on him ; but his reverence declined
to answer any questions, and with a present of a rupee,
some beads and cloth, touk himself off in the same
gleepy sort of state,

Anyonc might have supposed that the wretch had
been half stupificd by some drug; but of course his
manner was assumed, to shroud him in mystery, be-
fitting one who had dealings with devils.

As soon as the soothsayer had taken himsclf off we
breakfasted, and then prepared for the march home-
wards, Sengsong loaded me with presents of cakes,
honcy, and cgys, and our men with pork, so that for
scveral days, at least, there was no chance of starvation
for the party. As to myself, I had now become so ill
from enlarged spleen that nothing would stay on my
stomach but tea and Licbig’s cssence of beef, of which,
fortunately, I had two tins to fall back on.

When all was ready for a start I bade good-bye to
. the kind old Scngsong and his houschold, and then
tumed my face homewards,
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CHAPTER XVIIL

THE RETURN.
The Dehong nnd the Than-po —Joined by Bowsong — A Surgical
Qperatiun - A Painful March - Gomarhee Bermes-- Recrows the

Roundary - Tickv- The Negro Agnin—A (lose Shave—Ulnable to
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nade— llair Leeches L howsam® Village ~Trhumphant Entrance—
Voyape to Suhya — Wild Dogs-—Circling o Dieer - An Avamese
Thunderstorn - Hngre Halduoes—Weloome Back 1o Sadiyn—Asrival
uf the (e —Tiepariare for Caleutta - [iome.

IT will be remembered that a few miles below Sudiya

the Bramapootra divides, one branch flowing from the

north, under the name of the Dehong, while the other,
flowing from the cast, keeps the name of the Brama-
pootra. Modcern greographers, notwithstanding Klaproth's
doubtful authority, have pretty well agreed that the

Dvhong is the continuation of the Tsan-po, a great river

of Thibet, but the want of actual obscrvation leaves the

question open, with so much uncertainty attached to it
as, it may be hoped, will attract the speedy attention of

English explorers,

My journcy through the Mishmee country had taken
me gencrally parallel with the Bramapootra, which, at
Bowsong's village, was not a stone’s throw in width,
Throughout the whole distance from the Bramakund,
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the occurrence of numerous rapids, narrows, and rocks,
render navigation out of the question above that point,
and nnwhere i3 it too wide to prevent the plaited
bambeo ropes—forming the Mishmee bridges—being
stretched from bank to bank.

The Mishmees all agree in saying that the river takes
its rise at the top of a snowy mountain to the north,
about ten days journey from Bowsong's village, and the
old chicf, Sengeong, assured me that be had crossed it
on fool many a time, a little to the north of Roemah.
From this evidence it is quite clear that this branch of
the Bramapootra is not the Taan-po of Thibet, consider-
ing that that river tahes its rise in the mountains
bordering on the north of Turkestan, and explorers will
do well to trace the course of the Dehong, if they wish
to arrive at a solution of the guestion as to the course
by which the great ‘Fhibetan river reaches the sea.

After the Council of Chiofs on New Year's Day, it had
been agreed that Bowsony and Samsang, as their depu-
tics, should join me at the end of the fiest day’s march
on the return, so that after camping, about three BV, on
the day that we left Sengwong, Bowsong, with his fol-
Jowers, marched into camp; but Samsang had been
compeHed to remain behind, as Bowsong said, on account
of the death of his favourite wife, but I fancy his alsence
was more owing to the fear of Thibetan anger, at the
prospect of his entering into communication with the
accursed Palins,

While lying close to the camp fire, groaning with the
pain of my ankle, I was struck with the number of our
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party, now augmented by the presence of the two
strange Khamtees and Bowsong. It was cvident that
unless we made belter progress, starvation would shortly
overtake us, and this thought nenved me to do what, {or
scveral days had appeared necessary, namely, to act as
my own surgeon, and open the abscess on my ankle
Neither Chowsam nor Philip had nerve enongh to ope-
rate, and in my now weakened state I had shrunk from
using the knife, but the consideration before mentioned
determined me, and, with Philip's assistance, the deed
was done, though the surgeon fainted in the act; instant
relicf was felt by the patient, and he enjoyed a refreghing
ricep for an hour or two.

From this time my ankle caused me little pain, but
continued fever had affeeted my spleen, so that 1 found
it impossible to keep down anything but cssence of beef.
This way a sorry plight in which to begin a march of
one hundred and fifty miles, but, in spite of it, I struggled
on, and in five days recrossed the Boundary mountain,
and again put up with Kaysong for iwo days, during
which I could not sit up.

Matters had now become serious. My spleen was so
enlarged, that I was compelled to keep a tight bandage
round the waist, fearing to rupture it in some of the falls
caused by weakness. A dreadful craving for acids kept
me in a semi-state of delirium, occasionally relieved by
drinking an acidulated preparation, made from the berry
of a tree, called by the Degaroo Mishmees, gomarshee,
and by the Mcjus, sweshit.  The leaf of the tree resembles
that of the laburmum; the small brown dry berries,
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hanging in bunches, of the size and shape of grape
clusters, are coated with a white effervescence of a sweet-
ish taste, but so acid that it absolutely blistered my lips,
which bicame raw from its constant use. The berries
steeped in water furnish a pleasant acidulated drink.

The day after we recrossed the boundary, Chowsam
despatched five of his men to his village for supplies of
food, with which they were to mect us at the Brama-
kund, Bowsong's followens tonk their places as porters,
and the twu sirange Khamtees undertook to beconte
my bearers, and from Kaysong's they almost carried me
between them,

During the two days’ rest with Kaysong, I had an
opportunity of changing my clothes, and diswcovered,
with horror and disgust, the cause of a very unpleasant
irritation, which had affected several parts of my body
cver since entering the Meju country. A number of
tichs, such as infost sheep, were literally buried in my
flesh ; they had grown to the size of a finger nail, and
weie brown in eolour, with two white stripes down the
back, While not interfered with, their presence only
caused 2 alight irritation, but when 1 tricd to dislodge
them, the pain was intense, and they defied every effort
to pull thum off. After trying to rid myself of them, I
was obliged to call in the assistance of Chowsam, who,
amidat peals of laughter, applied tobacco juice which, in
a day ur two, caused them to drop offl. The Mishmee
hills are infested with these pests, and all our party had
suffered from them, more or less, before 1 discovered
that they had attacked me,
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From Kaysong's house, five days’ march brought us
to the Bramakurd. Nothing particular occurred during
the journcy, except a display of anger on the part of
Chowsam, illustrative of the summary manner in which
the Khamtee chicls deal with their subjects. Two of
the coolies —one of them a slave of Chowsam's—were
very iroublesome.  They refused to carry some trifling
article, which I had ordenxd the negrro to give to them.,
On complaining to Chowsam, he made light of the
matter, saying, that the negro had conveyed my request
in a very insulting manner; whercupon T ordered the
regro to carry the articles himself.  This led to a great
deal of ill-fecling on the part of the Khamtees, who
fancied that [ was displeased.  Words ran high betwecn
them and the negm, and my orders to march were dis-
segarded.  Instead of proceeding, one of the Khamtees
made a cut at the negro with his drawn knife, which
the latter only escaped by dodging behind my back.
Matters looked scrious, and being too weak to enforce
my orders in any other way, I drew my revolver, telling
Chowsam that uniess the disturbance was quelled, ]
would pruceed to stronger measures. The chicf, on this,
roae from his seat next me in front of the fire, and
ordered the Khamtees to be silent, and move off, but
his slave, without heeding him, made another attempt
to gut at the negro.  This was too much for Chowsam,
e flew into » violent passion, and drawing his keen-
edged knife, made a sweeping cut at the slave’s neck.
The man ducked just in time, and escaped with the loss
of his hair, which he wore—Khamtee fashion—gathered

8
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into a thick top-knot. ‘This was shaved clcan off, as I
am sure his head would have been, had his neck encoun-
tered the edge of the knife ; as it was, the slave fled in
terror, and ever afterwards behaved himself with the
utminst respect.

A for the negru, he became so alarmed at the very
evident desire of Chowsam to treat him to a taste of his
knife, that he very prudently disappearcd into the jungle.
T should not have been sorry had Chowsam punished
him, for he was utterly unmanageable in my now
weakened state, and was a source of constant irritation
to the Khamtees; and, though anticipating, it may be
a¢ well said here, that he finally broke out into open
mutiny, and was only subdued by an exhibition of
LEuropean scicnce, which it is sometimes necessary for
travellers to display,

Un our arrival at the Bramakund, we found a party
of Khamteos awaiting us, with large supplies of rice,
fowls, and pork, and, what to me was worth more than all,
three sour pomclovs, sent by Chowsam's mother, I was
now unable Lo walk without the assistance of two men,
and daily growing worse as regards my spleen. When 1
saw the pomcloes, T could almost have cried. Chowsam
tonk the shin off one and handed it to me. I shall
never forget the ravenous feeling with which I devoured
this sour fruit.  1f any person had attempted to take it
away, 1 werily believe I should have shot him; as it
was, I eat the whole pomvloe, which was four times as
big as the langest orange.  This removed the intolerable
craviny for acid, and ] spent a comfortable night. The
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following morning I was considerably relieved, and, after
cating the half of another pomeloe, ncarly disposed of a
roast chicken. From this time I speedily recovered,
and, after a day's rest at the Bramakund, we continued
on for Chowsam's village, accomplishing the distance in
three marches,

The day after Jeaving the Bramakund we camped on
a long spit of sand running out into the Bramapootra,
sclecting this spot as free from leeches.  Our camp-fires
were about forty yards from the edge of the jungle,
and there being now a very large party the fires were
numerous,

About nine o'clock in the evening when we were sitting
round the fire narrating our adventures to the two clder,
whou had met us with the party at the Bramakund, we
were suddenly aroused by the loud trumpeting of a herd
of elephants on the opposite bank of the river, who for
an hour or more kept up a dreadful commotion.

The Khamtees said that the herd were bathing pre-
vinus to comifg across the river to our fires, and that in
all probabilitg they would kcep in our acighbourhood all
night, as clefhants are very fond of cating the ashes of
burnt woodg¥or the sake of the potash they contain.
Wherever afitract of jungle is bumt in an elephant
country, tha@ fresh traces will always be secn, and 1 sup-
posc our nufperous camp-fires, looking like 2 jungle-fire,
had really afracted the herd, for they kept us awake for
several how About midnight, as our fires burat low,
they crosseq the river and approached so close to us that
we could hely: them as they tore down the branches of

s2
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the trces in the neighbouring jungle.  When they were
apparently quite close to the river bank Chowsam asked
me to fire off the rifle, and as I did so the whole party sent
up & ycll which sent the herd crashing through the
jungle at a tremendous pace,  They did notgo far away,
however, as we heard them trumpeting next moming
at daylight highcr up the river.

Aficr the clephants had left us, and all had made them-
selves snug for the night, another alarm speedily roused
cveryone, A couple of tigers commenced a screnade
in the jungle close by, and their roars brought us all to
our legs in a moment, while the dops broke loose, and,
with frantic barking rushed intu the jungle. I bewailed
their loss as certain, for I knew that if the tiger turned
to bay both durs would rush in to lay hold, in which case
their fate was sealed § and even if they escaped the tigers,
I questioned whether they would be able to find their
way back to camp through the jungle. Next moming
just as all were busy with preparations for breakfast, the
dogs came into camp covered with blood, and at first
sight 1 made sure that they had been mauled by some
wikl beast, but on a closer examination they turned out
to be literally covered with Jeeches, and while I busied
my=self in picking off the ravenous little creatures, I dis-
covered, for the first time, that both dogs had got hair
leeches in their nostrils, It was not until they had been
without water during the day's march, and tied up in the
sun for an hour afler we camped, that the leeches pro-
truded from their nostrils far enough to enable Chowsam
——with the aid of a pair of bambuo pincer: —~to dislodge
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them by a dexterous jurk.  When taken out they were
morc than three inches in length, and as thick as a pipe
stem, If once thew slippery creatures evadethe hold,
they retreat into the farthest recesses of the nostril, and are
very wary of affording another chance. It is difficult to
sce them in the nose of a dog, as the animal is constantly
licking itsclf, and the lcech heeps out of the way; but
their presence can always be detected by the constant
snorting noise made by the dogs in trying to dislodge
them, I had ohvened the distress of Bob and Nel ever
since we entcred the Mishmee gountry, but fancied that
they were suffering from cold, and 1 daresay if Chowsam
had nut told me what was the matter, when I was
engarred in picking off the other leeches, [ should never
have disconered what ailed them,

The presence of these Jeeches in the nostrils of animals,
beyund ereating great itritation, does not appear to cause
any harm. My dogs must have been troubled with them
for ncarly two months, yet I am not aware that they
suffeicd any injury fiom these unusual occupants of their
nasal organ~.  What their effect might he in case of their
gretting into the nose of a human being, 1 cannot say, but
1 can imagine it would be highly unplcasant. The
Chinc~e, with their 1¢fined ideas of torture, would pro-
bably delight in trying the experiment of putting these
horrible httle things up the noses of criminals.

One mere leng march from the last camping place
brought us to Chow-am's village. Qur arrival was wel-
comed by the whole village. Gongs sounded, dogs
barked, and evcryone enquircd at once how Koopah
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Sahib was. Qur wayworn appearance and travel-
staincd garments, cxcited the pity of all, and I was
escorted to Chowsam's house by a couple of the elders,
who gave me an arm each,

Instcad of being put into the Bachelors' Hall, this time
I had the strangers' ronm in Chowsam's house, where 1
was cared for by his wife and mother, who, under the
direction of Philip prepared palatable meals for me, and
kept a supply of lemonade constantly rcady. The
swelling in the region of my spleen rapidly subsided
under the influence of large quantities of citric acid
which I consumed, and a rest of two days with Chowsam
cnabled me to start for Sudiya. Four of the trusty
Khamtees manned his dugout and acted as my guard,
while provisions of all kinds, much more than Philip and
mysclf could consume, were provided for our journey.

Chowsam wished to entertain Bowsong for a few days
at his village, so I left them to follow me to Sudiya, and
taking a final farcwell of the Khamtee villagers, we
shoved off from the river bank, and were carried rapidly
down stream by the current.

The first night we passed just below Gregory Island
in a temporary hut of some Khamtees, who were out
on an clephant-catching expedition. The following day
as we were quictly floating down stream, drifting with
the current, we witnessced a very exciting scene. A half-
grown spotted deer, chased by a pack of wild dogs,
plunged into the strvam not ten yards from our boat,
and madc for the opposite bank. The poor little crea-
ture was nearly done, and some of the {oremost dogs were
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not three yards behind as it sprang into the water. One
of the boatmen jumped overboard and caught the deer
before 1 could get the rifle ready.  Man and deer reached
the bank, and then a strugyple commenced ; but the deer
was too strong, and upsetting the Khamtee made good
its escape. The dogs thus suddenly deprived of their
prey collected on the bank for 2 minute or so, until they
madc out our boat,and then disappeared instantly. These
dogs are larger than a jackal, and more wolfish in
appearance ; indeed, they might easily be mistaken for
wolves, but for their curled tail.  They appeared 10 me
very similar to the wild dog which I have seen in
Australia, and their habit of lwunting in a pack is very
similar.

The Assamewe tell wonderful tales of their cunning
and sagacity. They say that when a pack goes out to
hunt, an old dog gocs in front and scarches for fresh
scent of a deer: having found it he starts off alone, and
having ascertained the whercabouts of the quarry,
returns to the pack, which he then disposes of in a circle
of a mile in diameter round it; cach member of the pack
having a part allotted to him, Thesc precautions having
been taken, the old general starts alone once more in
scarch of the victim, and on finding gives chase, The
startled deer of course flies from his encmy, who follows,
giving tongue as a signal to the rest of the pack.
The decr, far outstripping the dog, rushes on, but is
suddenly met in front by one of the outlying dogs, who
gives chase; the deer, of course, turning to the right
or left, again rushes off only to be met and turned by
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another dog; and thus, tumed at every point, the poor
animal becomes more and more exhausted, while the
pack gradually close in upon it, leaving no avenue of
escape, and dozens of sharp fang soon feast on the victim
which has thus been run to death.  This is no imaginary
tale, There is little doult but that these dogs do use
stratezy in chasing their game, otherwise they could
never catch the deer in a country where cover is always
at hand, and of such a nature that no dog in the world
could fullow a deer throuph it.  Tall clephant grass, nine
or ten feet high, through which a deer can travel at a
great pace, would be almost impenctrable to a dog, and
then thee is s» much water ‘everywhere that the scent
would be soon lost in it

Just before we reached the river Koondil, and when
we were within sipht of the native huts forming the
bazaar at Sudiya, we were overtaken by one of the terrific
thunderstorms ¢common in Northern Asvaam during the
cold scwsom,  The firt notice of its approach was the
rising of an inky black cloud from the south, which came
up with wonderful rapsidity till the whole shy presented the
appearance of a black canopy. A distant roaring sound,
increasing in  volure covery instant, announced the
coming hurricanc, which presently burst upon us with
terrific fury. .\t the same instant the black cloud
scemed to split asunder and a stream, rather than a flash,
of lightning blazed down to the very ground, accom-
panicd by a deafening explusion.  This was the opening
of the storm, which raged for half an hour with a sublime
fury, surpassing in its terrible grandeur anything of the
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kind I have ever witneswed in other parts of the warld.
The vivid and incessant flashes were accompanied by
literal caruscations of clectric light, while the roar of the
hurricane scemed to vie with the decp continuous voll
of the thunder,

On the approach of the storm we made fast our dug-
out to the river bank, and the Khamtees ran for the
jungle where they crept under shelter of the irees and
threw themsclves flal on their faces  Philip and [
remained in the boat with the dogs, not knowing what
was ahout to happen, though the Khamtees, to do
them justice, had tried to warn us by pointing to the
shy and tapping their head with sipnificant guestures.
Almost simultancously with the fiest flash hail, as large
a~ nuts, began to fall, and in a fuw seconds we seumed
to b literally pelted with lamps of icc as Jarge as a
hen's egg. Thilip, with a wild Ieok of terror, jumped
ashore amd ran for the jungle, but a well-directed hail-
stune strack him on the back of the head and rolled him
over.  Partially stunned, he howcever picked himself up,
and staggering like a drunken man, reached the shelter
of the trees, My poor bulldogs, at the first blows of the
hail. sprang growling to the side of the boat, as if
to sie who was pelting thom, but they were soon
knoched senscless into the bottom of the dugeut, where
they lay, getting badly mauled. As for myscl, a stout
pith hat fortunatcly protecicd my head, but before 1
reached the jungle T received such punishment that my
right arm was quite disabled, and I fclt the bruises
inflicted by the hail for several weeks,
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After the storm had passed we made our way to
Sudiya, where I was most hospitably welcomed back by
my kind fricnds Major and Mirs. Nowell. My first task
was to resume once more the outward appearance of a
civilised being. The tangled and matted masses of hair
and beard were washed and combed, and 2 delicious
warm bath, folloned by clecan garments, completed
the most luxurious toilet I had indulged in for a long
time.

Every article of clothing belonging to Philip and
mysclf, with our bedding, was burnt immediately on our
arrival. This coursc was rendered necessary from the
abundance of vermin in them which had come uninvited
from the Mishmee Country.

About seven in the cvening the kind care of my
hiostess produced an excellent dinner, while mine host
brought out the best of his cellar, and I retumed carly
in the evening to a clean, comfortable bed, with feelings
of that keen enjoyment of the luxurics of life which can
only be experienced by those who, like myself, often spend
months far away from civilisation and its blessings.

In a day or two Chowsam and Bowsong arrived at
Sudiya and werc rejoiced to see the Sahib looking so well
after his two months’ hardships. I gave the Mishmee and
his followers large presents of brass wire, blankets, beads,
penknives, salt, and rupees, on the receipt of which the
chicf presented me with his fur cap, and his men,
knecling on the steps of Major Nowell's bungalow,
declared themselves sobjects of the Queen.  After this
ceremony was over I sent them to the native political
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officers’ quarters, where they received additional presents
and spent the night very comfortably.

Next day I left Sudiya. Having been escorted to
the boat by my host, Chowsam with Bowsong and their
followers paid me their Jast adieux on the river bank as
my dugout floated past into the strcam of the Brama-
pootra.

In twenty days I arrived at Calcutta, suffering from
another attack of fever, Here I bade good-bye to the
faithful little Philip, whom I sent back to China, and
shortly after left Calcutta fur Bombay, where I embarked
fm home, with feclings of thankfulness at being once
more about to visit my native land after an absence of
fourteen years, the last three of which had been devoted to
travels through strange and often unhealthy countries
inhabited by wild tribes.






APPENDIX

———

The following is a list of the principal Mishmee Clans,
wiid the Chiefs governing them in 1870:—

DEGAROOS.

Cmn 7’ Navgs. Naxm op Craw.
Poso . . . . . . Yo-cn.
Krosser
Prumsong .
Takoosong Tarying.
Cowysong
Kunsong . . . . . Brama

MEJUS.
Bowsong
Sengsong Prun.
Punsong ' . ) .
Tongsong
Ongchun . . . . . . Scrai.

Crumsar . . : . . . Lap.
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MEJUS—continued.

CHIErs' NaMms. Naux or CLax.
Samsang
Tengke } Lama.
Seng Sang
Supsar
Sing-song } Tolang.
Nhatsong . e .. Camli
Suisar . . . . . . Menyen
Matang . . . . . . Lapar
Oong « « « +« « . Nah
Kaysong . . . . . .  Ngntong
Himgar . . . . . . Tumbm,

LUNDGA ; FONTED BT
MOTTHRODDE AND O, XEW-STEEET BUARE
AND PARLIAMENT S1RXET












