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2 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN

¢ u A p of Gloucester, the royal garrisons had reached, with-
out interruption, from one end of the kingdom to
1644 the other, and had occupied a greater extent of
ground than those of the parhament  Many of the
royalists flattered themselves, that the same vigor-
ous spirit, which had elevated them to the present
height of power, would still favour their progress,

and obtain them a final victory over their enemies
But those who judged more soundly, observed, that
besides the accession of the whole Scottish nation to
the dide of the parhiament, the very principle on
which the royal successes had béen founded was
every day acquired, more and more, by the oppo-
site party 'The kiag’s troops, full of gentry and
nobility, had exercised a valour superior to their ene-
mies, and had hitherto been successful in almost
every rencounter But, in proportion as the whole
nation became warlike, by the continuance of civil
discords, this advantage was more equally shared ,
and superior numbers, it was expected, must at
length obtain the victory The king’s troops also,
ill paid, and destitute of every necessary, could not
fOsslbly be retamed 1n equal discipline with#he par-
1amentary foices, to whom all supphes were fur-
nished from unexhausted stores and treasures * The
severity of manners, so much affected by these
zealous religionists, assisted their military nsti-
tutions , and the rigid nflexibility of character by
which the austere reformers of church and state were
distinguished, enabled the parliamentary chiefs to
restrain their soldiers within stricter rules and more
exact order And while the king’s officers indulged
themselves even 1mn greater licences than those to
which, during times of peace, they had been accus-
tomed, they were apt, both to neglect theirr mi-
litary duty, and to set a pernicious example of dis-

order to the soldiers under their command

AT

* Rushworth, vol. vi. p, 560
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A7 the commencement of the civil war, allCHAP.
Englishmen, who served abroad, were invited over,
amf treated with extraordinary respect And most 1644
of them, being descended of good families, and, by
reason of their absence, unacquainted with the new
El‘ll‘lClples which depressed the dignity of the crown,

ad 1nlisted under the royal standard  But 1t1s ob-
servable that, though the military profession re-
quires great gemus, and long exg)enence, in the
principal commanders, all 1its subordinate duties
may be discharged by ordinary talents, and from
superficial practice Citizens and country gentle-
men soon became excellent officers, and the gene-
rals of greatest fame and capacity happened, all of
them, to spring up on the side of the parliament
The courtiers and great nobility, 1n the other party,
checked the growth of any extraordinary genus
among, the subordate officers, and every man
there, as 1 a regular established government, was
confined to the station in which his %nrth had placed
him

Tue king, that he might make preparations,
duiing winter, for the ensuing campaign, summoned
to Oxford all the members of either house, who ad-
hered to his interests, and endeavoured to avail
himself of the name of parhament, so passionately
cherished by the English nation® The house of
peers was pretty full, and besides the nobility em-

'ployed mn different parts of the kingdom, 1t con-
tained twice as many members as commonly voted
at Westminster  The house of commons consisted
of about 140, which amounted not to above half of
the other house of commons ¢

So extremely hight had government hitherto lain
upon the people, that the very name of excise was
unknown to them, and, among othey evils arsing
from these domestic wars, was the ntroductron hgf

that
® Rush vol, vi. p. 559 ¢ Idem, p 556. 574, 575
B2
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C AP thatimpost 1nto England The parliament at West-
o minster, having voted an excise on beer, wine, and

1644

other commodities, those at Oxford imitated the
example, and conferred that 1evenue on the king
And, 1n order to enable him the better to recruit
his army, they granted him the sum of 100,000
ounds, to be levied by way of loan upon the sub-
ject The king circulated privy-seals, counter-
signed by the speakers of both houses, requiring the
loan of particular sums from such persons as lived
within his quarters * Neither party had as yet got
above the pedantry of reproaching then antagonists

with these 1llegal measures
Tue Westminster parhament passed a whimsical
ordinance, commanding all the inhabitants of Lon-
don and the neighbourhood to retrench a meal a
week , and to pay the value of 1t for the support of
the public cause ©  Itis edsily mnagined, that, pro-
vided the money were paid, they tioubled them-
selves but little about the execution of their ordi-

nance

SucH was the king’s situation, that, 1n order to
restore peace to the nation, he had no occasion to
demand any other terms than the restoring of
the laws and constitution, the replacing him 1n
the same rights which had ever been enjoyed
by his predecessors, and the re-establishing, on
its ancient basis, the whole frame of government,
civil as well as ecclesiastical ~And, that he mght
facilitate an end seemingly so desirable, he offered
to employ means equally popular, an umiversal act
of oblivion, and a toleration or indulgence to tender
consciences  Nothing, therefore, could contribute
more to his interests than every discourse of peace,
and every discussion of the conditions upon which
that blessing could be obtained For this reason,
he solicited a treaty on all occasions, and desired
a conference and mutual examiation of preten-
sions,

]
a Rulk. Vol. Vi, P 6900 e Dugdale, po 1195 Rusho VOl vip 748
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sions, even when he enteitained no hopes that any € HAY
conclusion could possibly result from it o~

Fonr like reasons, the parliament prudently avoid- 1644
ed, as much as possible, all advances towards ne-
gotiation, and were cautious not to expose too easily
to censure those high terms, which their apprehen-
sions or therr ambiion made them previously de-
mand of the king Though their partisans were
blinded with the thickest veil of 1eligious prejudices,
they dreaded to bring their pretensions to the test,
or lay them open before the whole nation In op-
position to the sacied authority of the laws, to the
venerable precedents of many ages, the popular
leaders were ashamed to plead nothing but fears and
Jealousies, which were not avowed by the consti-
tution, and for which neither the personal character
of Charles, so full of virtue, nor his situation, so
deprived of all independent authority, seemed to
aﬂgrd any reasonable foundation Grievances which
had been fully redressed, powers either legal or
illegal, which had been entirely renounced, 1t
seemed unpopular and invidious, and ungrateful,
any farther to nsist on

THE king, that he might abate the universal ve-
neration paid to the name of parhiament, had 1ssued
a declaration, 1n which he set forth all the tumults
by which himself and s partisans 1n both houses
had been driven from London, and he thence 1n-
ferred that the assembly at Westminster was no
longer a free pailiament, and ull its liberty were
restored, was entitled to no authority  As this de-
claration was an obstacle to all treaty, some con-
trivance seemed requisite, 1n order to elude 1t

A LETTER was wnitten m the foregoing spiing,
to the eail of Essex, and subscribed by the prince,
the duke of York, and forty-three noblemen !
They there exhort him to be an instrument of re-

storing

f Clarendon, vol m p 442. Rush, vol vi p 566 Whit-
locke, P 77.
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C R A P storing peace, and to promote that happy end with
those by whom he was employed Essex, though
16¢4. much disgusted with the parhament, though ap-
prehensive of the extremities to which they were
driving, though desirous of any reasonable accom-
modation, yet was still more resolute to e(fn'eserve
an honourable fidelity to the trust reposed in him
He replied, that as the paper sent him neither con-
tained any address to the two houses of parliament,
nor any acknowledgment of their authority, he
could not communicate 1t to them  Like proposals
had been reiterated by the king, during the ensuing
campaign, and still met with a like answer from
Essex ¢
IN order to make a new trial for a treaty, the
king, this spring, sent another letter, directed to
the lords and commons of parliament assembled at
Westminster But as he also mentioned, 1n the
letter, the lords and commons of parliament as-
sembled at Oxford, and declared that his scope and
intention was to make provision that all the mem-
bers of both houses might securely meet 1n a full
and free assembly, the parliament, perceiving the
conclusion 1mplied, refused all treaty upon such
terms * And the king, who knew what small hopes
there were of accommodation, would not abandon
the pretensions which he had assumed, nor ac-
knowledge the two houses, more expressly, for a
free parhiament
THis winter the famous Pym died, a man as
much hated by one party, as respected by the
other At London, he was considered as the victim
to national liberty, who had abridged his hife by 1n-
cessant labours for the interests of iu country’ At
Oxford he was believed to have been struck with
an uncommon disease, and to have been consumed

with
¢ Clarendon, vol m p 444 Rush vol w1 p {69 570
Whitlocke, p 94. ® Clarendon, vol. m1 p 449, Wht-

loske, p 79. iIbid p 66
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with vermin4 as a mark of divine vengeance, for CHA P
his multiplied crimes and treasons }fe had been \_I‘,Yf;
so little studious of 1mproving his private fortune 164
i those civil wars of which he had been one prin-  * °
cipal author, that the parliament thought them-
seﬁles obliged, from gratitude, to pay the debts
which he had contracted* We now return to the
mulitary operations, which, during the winter, were
carried on with vigour in several places, notwith-
standing the severity of the season

THuE forces brought from Ireland were landed at
Mostyne, in North Wales, and being put under
the command of lord Biron, they besieged and took
the castles of Hawarden, Beeston, Acton, and
Deddington-house ' No place 1n Cheshire or the
neighbourhood now adhered to the parliament, ex-
cept Nantwich And to this town Biron laid siege
during the depth of winter Sir Thomas Fairfax,
alarmed at so considerable a progress of the royalists,
assembled an army of 4000 men i Yorkshire, and,
having joined sir Wilham Brereton, was approach-
ing to the camp of the enemy  Biron and his
soldjers, elated with successes obtained in Ireland,
had entertamned the most profound contempt for the
g:rhamentary forces, a disposition which, 1f con-

ed to the army, may be regarded as a good
presage of victory , but if 1t extend to the eneral,
1s the most probable forerunner of adefeat Fairfax
suddenly attacked the camp of the royalists The 25th Jan
swelling of the river by a thaw divided one part of
the army from the other That part exposed to
Fairfax, being beaten from their post, retired mto
the church of Acton, and were all taken prisoners
The other retreated with precipitation ™ And thus
was dissipated, or rendered useless, that bo;ly of

orces

* Journ, 13th of February, 1643. ' Rush. vol vi p 299
= Ihid, p. 301.
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Cc H AP forces which had been drawn from Ireland, and
VI the parliamentary party revived n those north-west

1644

Invasion
from Scot
land

22d Feb,

-~

11th Apnl

counties of England
THE nvasion from Scotland was attended with
consequences of much greater importance The
Scots, having summoned in vain the town of New-
castle, which was fortified by the vigilance of sir
Thomas Glenham, passed the Tyne, and faced the
mai quis of Newcastle, who lay at Durham with an
arm) of 14,000 men" After some mihitary ope-
rations, 1n which that nobleman reduced the enemy
to difficulties for forage and provisions, he received
intelligence of a great disaster which had befallen
his forces 1n Yorkshire Colonel Bellasis, whom
he had left with 4 considerable body of troops, was
totally routed at Selby by sir Thomas Fairfax,
who had returned from Cheshire with his victorious
forces® Afrad of bemng inclosed between two
armies, Newcastle retreated, and Leven having
joned lord Fairfax, they sat down before York, to
which the army of the Royalists had retired  But
as the parliamentary and Scottish forces were not
numerous enough to invest so laige a town, divided
by a 1iver, they contented themselves with incom-
moding 1t by a loose blockade, and affairs 1e-
mamed for some time, 1n suspense between these

opposite armies *

urInG this winter and spring, other parts of
the kingdom had also been infested with war
Hopton, having assembled an army of 14,000 men,
endeavoured to break into Sussex, Kent, and the
southern association, which seemed well disposed
to receive hm  Waller fell upon him at Chering-
ton, and gave him a defeat,? of considerable 1m-
portance  In another quarter, siege bemng laid
to

*Rush vol v1 p 615 ° Idem, 1bid p 618
P }dem, ibid. p 620, 2 29th of March,
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to Newark, by the parliamentary forces, princeCHA P
Rupert prepared himself for relieving a town of  LVI&
pert prep g -~/
such consequence, which alone preserved the com- 164,
munication open between the km%’s southern and
northern quarteis®* With a small force, but that
animated by his active courage, he broke through
the enemy, relieved the town, and totally dissipated
that army of the parliament*
BuT though fortune seemed to have divided her
favours between the parties, the king found himself,
in the mamn, a considerable loser by this winter-
campaign , and he prognosticated a st1ll worse event
from the ensuing summer The preparations of the
parhiament were great, and much exceeded the slen-
der resources of which he was possessed In the
eastern association, they levied fourteen thousand
men, under the earl of Manchester, seconded by
Ciromwel*  An army of ten thousand men, under
Essex, another of nearly the same force under
Woaller, were assembled in the neighbourhood of
London The former was destined to oppose the
king The latter was appointed to march mto the
west, where prince Maurice, with a small army
which went continually to decay, was spending his
time 1n vain before Lyine, an inconsiderable town
upon the sea-coast The utmost eflorts of the king
could not ruse above ten thousand men at Oxford,
and on their sword chiefly, duning the campaign,
were these to depend for subsistence
THE queen, terrified with the dangers which
every way environed her, and afiaid of being en-
closed in Oxford, in the mddle of the kingdom,
fled to Exeter, where she hoped to be delivered
unmolested of the child with which she was now
pregnant, and whence she had the means of an
easy escape mto France, if pressed by the forces
of the enemy She knew the mmplacable hatied
which

"Rush vol v1 p 306. 21st of March
*Rush vol w1 p 621.
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CH A P who conducted the choice troops of the parhament,
mured to danger under that determined leader, ani-
164¢ mated by zeal, and confirmed by the most ngid
discipline  After a short combat, the cavalry of
the royalists gave way, and such of the infantry as
stood next them were likewise borne down, and put
to flight Newcastle’s regimentalone, resolute to
conquer or to perish, obstinately kept their ground,
and maintained, by their dead bodies, the same o1-
der 1n which they had at first been ranged In the
other wing, sir Thomas Fairfax and colonel Lam-
bert, with some troops, broke through the royahsts,
and, transported by the ardour of pursuit, soon
reached their victorious friends, engaged also 1n
pursuit of the enemy  But after that tempest was
past, Lucas, who commanded the royalists in this
wing, restoring order to his broken forces, made
a furious attack on the parhamentary cavalry,
threw them into disorder, pushed them upon their
own mfantry, and put that whole wing to rout
When ready to seize on then carriages and bag-
gage, he perceived Cromwel, who was now returned
from pursuit of the other wing Both sides were
not a little surprised to find ﬁmt they must again
renew the combat for that victory which each of
them thought they had already obtamned The front
of the battle was now exactly counterchanged ,
and each army occupied the ground which had ieen
ossessed by the enemy at the beginning of the day
his second battle was equally furious and despe-
rate with the first But after the utmost efforts of
courage by both parties, victory wholly turned to
the side of the parliament The prince’s tran of ar-
tillery was taken, and his whole army pushed off
the field of hattle *

Tuis event was 1n 1tself a mighty blow to the
king, but proved more fatal 1n 1ts consequen;es
he

" Rush, vol. vi, p 632 Whitlocke, p 89,
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The marquis of Newcastle was entirely lost to theCHA P
royal cause = That nobleman, the ornament of the
court and of his order, had been engaged, contrary 164
to the natural bent of his disposition, 1nto these mi-
litary operations, merely by a high sense of honour,
and a personal regard to his master The dangers
of war were disregarded by his valour, but its fa-
R%ues were oppressive to his natmal indolence

unificent and generous 1n his expence, polite and
elegant i his taste , courteous and humane i his
behaviour , he brought a great accession of friends
and of credit to the party which he embraced But
amidst all the hurry of action, his inclinations were
secretly drawn to the soft arts of peace, 1n which he
took delight, and the charms of poetry, music, and
conversation, often stole him from his 1ougher occu-
pations  He chose sir William Davenant, an 1n-
genious poet, for his Lieutenant-general The other
persons, 1n whom he placed confidence, were more
the instruments of his 1efined pleasures, than qua-
Iified for the business which they undertook And
the severity and application, 1equisite to the support
of discipline, were qualities in which he was entirely
wanting *

WHEN prince Rupert, contrary to his advice,
resolved on this battle, and 1ssued all orders, with-
out communicating his ntentions to him, he took
the field, but, he said, merely as a volunteer, and,
except by his personal courage, which shone out
with lustie, he had no share in the action Enraged
to find that all his successful labours were rendered
abortive by one act of fatal temerity, terrified with
the prospect of renewing his pains and fatigue, he
resolved no longer to maintain the few resources
which remained to a desperate cause, and thought
that the same regard to honour, which had at first
called him to a1ms, now required hun to abandon 4

party
* Clarendon, vol v.p 507, 508 See Warwic
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ext morning early he sent word to the prince that

CH V?L?. K{ax ty, where he met with such unworthy treatment.
L
o~

16th July

he was instantly to leave the kingdom, and, without
delay, he went to Scarborough, where he found 2
vessel, which carried him beyond sea During the
ensuing years, till the restoration, he lived abroad
mn great necessity, and saw, with indifference, his
opulent fortune se%uestered by those who assumed
the government of England He disdained, by sub-
misston or composition, to show obeisance to their
usurped authority, and the least favourable censors
of his mernit allowed, that the fidelity and services of
awhole life had sufficiently atoned for one rash action
nto whuch his passion had betrayed him.®

Prince Rupert, with equal précipitation, drew
off the remains of his army, and retired into Lanca-
shire Glenham, in a few days, was obliged to
surrender York, and he marched out his garrison
with all the honours of wa1 © Lord Fairfax, re-
mainmg n the city, established his government in
that whole county, and sent a thousand horse into
Lancashire, to join with the parliamentary forces in
that quarter, and attend the motions of prince Ru-
pert The Scottish army maiched northwards, in
order to join the earl of Calender, who was advanc-
ing with ten thousand additional forces,! and to re-
duce the town of Newcastle, which they took by
storm The earl of Manchester, with Cromwel, to
whom the fame of this great wictory was chiefly
ascribed, and who was wounded in the action, re-
turned to the eastern, association, 1n order to recruit
his army.*

W H1LE these events passed in the north, theking’s
affairs 1n the south were conducted with more success
and greater abilittes Ruthven, a Scotchman, who

had

* Clarendon, vol v p, 511 “ Rush vol wr' p, 638
¢ Whatlocke, p. 88 * Rush. vol vi p 64l1.
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had been created earl of Brentford, acted, under the ¢ H i‘:l. »
king, as general

’lgxn: p%\rhament soon completed their two armies \Tm~
commanded by Essex and Waller The great zeal
of the city facilitated this undertaking = Many
speeches were made to the citizens by the parha-
mentary leaders, in order to excite their ardour
Hollis, 1n particular, exhorted them not to spare, on
this 1mportant occasion, either their purses, therr
persons, or their prayers . and, ingeneral, 1t must be
confessed, they were sufficiently liberal in all these
contributions ‘The two generals had orders to march
with their combined armies towards Oxford , and,
if the king retred 1nto that city, to lay siege to 1t,
and by one enterprise put a period to the war The
king, leaving a numerous garrison m Oxford, pass-
ed with dexterity between the two armies, which
had taken Abingdon and had inclosed him on
both sides® He maiched towards Worcester ,
and Waller received orders from Essex to follow
him and watch his motions, whie he himself
marched 1nto the west 1n quest of prince Maurice.
Woaller had approached within two miles of the
royal camp, and was only separated from 1t by the
Severn, when he received intelligence that the king
was advanced to Bewdley, and had directed his
course towards Shrewsbmy In order to prevent
him, Waller presently dislodged, and hastened by
quick maiches to that town, while the king, sud-
denly returning upon his own footsteps, reached
Oxford, and having reinforced his army from that
wmson, now 1n his turn marched out in quest of

aller The two armies faced each other at Cro- p,.... .
predy-bridge near Banbury, but the Charwell ran Cropredy-
between them Next day the king decamped, and jnss
marched towards Daventry Waller ordered a con-
siderable detachment to pass the bridge, with an

mntention

! Rush. vol. vi. p. 662, ¢ 3d of June.
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mtention of falling on the rear of the royalists He
was repulsed, 10uted, and pursued with considerable
loss™ Stunned and disheartened with this blow,
his army decayed and melted away by desertion,
and the king thought he might safely leave it, and
march westward against Essex That geneial, hav-
ing obliged prince Maurice to raise the siege of
Lyme, having taken Weymouth and Taunton, ad-
vanced still m his conquests, and met with no equal
opposition The king followed him, and havin
reinforced his army %rom all quarters, appeare
i the field with an army superior to the enemy
Essex retreating into Cornwal, informed the parha-
ment of his danger, and desired them to send an
army, which might fall on the king's rear Ge-
neral Middleton received a commission to execute
that service, but came too late Essex’s army,
cooped up 1n a narrow corner at Lestithiel, deprived
of all forage and provisions, and seemng no prospect
of succour, was reduced to the last extremity The
king pressed them on one side, prince Maurice on
another sir Richard Granville on a2 third  Essex,
Robarts, and some of the principal officers, escaped
in a boat to Plymouth Balfom with his horse
passed the king’s out-posts, 1n a thick mist, and got
safely to the garrisons of his own party  The foot
under Skippon were obliged to surrender their arms,
artillery, Eaggage, and ammunition , and, bemg con-
ducted to the parhiament’s quarters, were dismissed
By this advantage, which was much boasted of, the
king, besides the honour of the enterprise, obtained
what he stood extremely inneed of The parliament,
having preserved the men, lost what they could ea-
sily repair !
No sooner did this intelligence reach London,
than the committee of the two kingdoms voted
thanks

"Rush vol vi p 676 Clarendon,vol v p 497 Sir Ed
Walker, p 31 'Rush vol vi p 699, &c Whitlocke, p 98
Clarendon, vol. v p. 524, 525. Sir Edw Walker, p 69, 70, ke.
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thanks to Essex for his fidelity, courage, and con<CHA P
duct, and this method of proceeding, no less politic
than magnanimous, was preserved by the parhament ~ 1¢6.
throughout the whole course of the war Equally
indulgent to their friends and rigorous to their ene-
mues, they employed, with success, these two power»
ful engmes of reward and pumshment, 1n confirma-
tion of their authority

THAT the king might have less reason to exult in
the advantages which he had obtained 1 the west,
the parliament opposed to him very numerous forces
Having armed anew Essex’s subdued, but not dis-
heartened troops, they ordered Manchester and
CromwWel to march with their recruited forces from
the eastern association, and, joining their armies to
those of Waller and Middleton, as well as of Essex,
offer battle to the king Chailes chose his post at Second
Newbury, where the parliamentary armies, underg}'::l,f,:;,
the earl of Manchester, attacked him with great
vigour, and that town was a second time the scene
of the bloody animosities of the English  Essex’s 2rth Oct.
soldiers, exhorting one another to repair themr
broken honour, and revenge the disgrace of Les-
tithiel, made an impetuous assault on the royahsts,
and having recovered some of their cannon, lost 1n
Cornwal, could net forbear embracing them with
tears of joy Though the king’s troops defended
themselves with valour, they were overpowered by
numbers, and the night came very seasonably
to their relief, and prevented a total overthrow
Charles, leaving his baggage and cannon in Denning-
ton-castle, near Newbury, forthwith retreated to
Wallingford, and thefice to Oxford There Jn 1nce
Rupert and the earl of Northampton jomned him,
with considerable bodies of cavalry  Strengthened
by this reinforcement, he ventured to advance to-
wards the enemy, now employed before Dennington-
castle." Essex, detained by sickness, had not Jomfld

the
 Rush, vol v1 p 721, &¢
Yor vir 0
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C H A P the army smce his misfortune 1n Cornwal Man-
LV,

\ , chester, who commanded, though his forces were

Yy much superior to those of the king, declined an en-
gagement, and rejected Cromwel's advice, who

oth Nov carnestly pressed him not to neglect so favourable
an opportumty of finishing the war The king's
aimy, by buinging off then cannon from Denning-
ton-castle, 1n the face of the enemy, seemed to have
sufficiently repaired the honoui which they had
lose at Newbury , and Charles, having the satisfac-
tion to excite between Manchester and Cromwel,
equal animosities with those which formerly took
place between Essex and Waller,' distributed his
almy to winter-quartels 3

ssdNov  Tuosc contests among the parliamentary gene-
rals, which had disturbed then nnlitary operations,
were renewed 1n London during the winter season ,
and each being supported by Ins own faction, ther
mutual reproaches and accusations agitated the
whole city and parliament There had long pre-
vailed, in that party, a secret distinction, which,
though the dread of the king’s power had hitherto
suppiessed 1t, yet, i proportion as the hopes of
success became nearer and more immediate, began
to discover itself, with high contest and animosity.
The INperEnDLNTS, who had, at first, taken shelter
and concealed themselves under the wings of the
PresBYTERI1ANS, now evidently appeaied a distinct
party, and betrayed very different views and pre-
tensions We must here endeavour to explain the
genius of this party, and of its leaders, who hence-
forth occupy the scene of action

Rueand  Durine those times, when the enthusiastic spint

character

of the Tn et with such honour and encouragement, and was

depend  the immediate means of distinction and preferment ,

e it was 1mpossible to set bounds to these holy fer-
vours, or confine, within any natural himits, what

was
"Rush vol vu p 1
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was directed towards an 1nfinite and a supernatural CHA p
LVI

object Every man, as prompted by the warmth of o
his temper, excited by emulation, or supported by 164
his habits of hypocrisy, endeavoured to distinguish
himself beyond his fellows, and to arrive at a higher
pitch of saintship and perfection In proportion to
its degree of fanaticism, each sect became dangerous
and c%estructwe, and as the mdependents went a
note higher than the presbyterians, they could less
be restrained within any bounds of temper and mo-
deration From this distinction, as from a first prin-
ciple, were derived, by a necessary consequence, all
the other differences of these two sects

TuE independents rejected all ecclesiastical esta-
blishments, and would admit of no spiritual courts,
no government among, pastors, no interposition of
the magistrate 1n rellglous concerns, no fixed en-
couragement annexed to any system of doctrines or
opinions  According to their principles, each con-
gregation, united voluntarily and by spiritual ties,
composed, within itself, a separate church, and exer-
cised a jurisdiction, but one destitute of temporal
sanctions, over 1ts own pastor and 1ts own members
The election alone of the congregation was sufficient
to bestow the sacerdotal character , and as all essen-
tial distinction was denied between the laity and
the clergy, no ceremony, no institution, no voca-
tion, no mmposition of hands, was, as 1n all other
churches, supposed requisite to convey a right to
holy orders  The enthusiasm of the presbyterians
led them to reject the authority of pielates, to throw
off the restraint of liturges, to retrench ceremonies,
to Limt the riches and authority of the priestly of-
fice The fanaticism of the independents, exalted to
a higher pitch, abolished ecclesiastical government,
disdained creeds and systems, neglected every cere-
mony, and confounded all ranks and orders The
soldier, the merchant, the mechanic, indulging the

c2 ervours
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¢ H A P fervours of zeal, and guided by the illapses of thé
d‘:fl‘_, spirit, resigned himself to an inward and superior di-

1644

o

rection, and was consecrated, in a manner, by an im-
mediate mtercourse and communication with héaven
TaE catholics, pretending to an nfallible guide,
had justified, upon that principle, their doctrine and
practice of persecution The presbvterians imagin-
1ng that such clear and certan tenets, as they them-
selves adopted, could be rejected only from a crimi-
nal and pertinacious obstinacy , had hitherto gratifi-
ed, to the full, their bigoted zeal, 1n a like doctrine
and practice The independents, from the extre-
mity of the same zeal, were led into the milder prin-
ciplesoftoleration Their mind,set afloat in the wide
sea of mspiration could confine 1tself within no cer-
tain limits , and the same vaniations, 1n which an en-
thusrast indulged himself, he was apt, by a natural
train of thinking, to permit 1n others  Of all chris-
tian sects this was the first, which, during its pros-
perity as well as its adversity, always adopted the
principle of toleration, and it 1s remarkable that so
reasonable a doctrine owed 1ts origin, not to reason-
m% but to the height of extravagance and fanaticism
oPFRY and prelacy alone, whose genius seemed
to tend towards superstition, were t1eated by the in-
dependents with ngour  The doctrines too of fate
or destiny were deemed by them essential to all re-
higion In these rigid opinions, the whole secta-
ries, amidst all their other differences, unanimousty
concurred
Trne political system of the independents kept
ace with thien religious  Not content with con-
ning to very narrow Limits the power of the crown,
and reducing the king to the rank of first magstrate,
which was the project of the presbyterians, this
sect, more ardent 1n the pursuit of liberty, aspired
to a total abolition of the monarchy, and even of the
anistocracy, and projected an entire equality of
rank
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rank and order in a republic, quite free and inde- C H A P
pendent In comfisequence of this scheme, they were &L
declared enemues to all proposals for peace, except 164
on such terms as, they knew, 1t was impossible to ob-
tain , and they adhered to that maxim, which 1s, 1n
the main, prudent and political, that, whoever draws
the sword against his sovereign, should throw away
the scabbard By terrifying others with the fear of
vengeance from the offended prince, they had en-
gaged greater numbers into the opposition against
Ppeace, than had adopted their other principles with
regard to government and religion And the great
success, which had already attended the arms of the
parhiament, and the greater, which was soon expect-
ed, confirmed them still farther 1n this obstinacy

S1r Harry Vane, Oliver Ciomwel, Nathaniel
Fiennes, and Oliver St John, the solicitor-general,
were regarded as the leaders of the independents.
The earl of Essex, disgusted with a war, of which
he began to foresee the pernicious consequences,
adhered to the presbyterians, and promoted every
reasonable plan of accommodation The earl of
Northumberland, fond of his rank and digmty, re-
garded with hoiror a scheme, which, 1t 1t took
place, would confound himself and his family with
the lowest 1n the kingdom The earls of Warwic
and Denbigh, sir Phulip Stapleton, sir William -
Waller, lfolhs, Massey, Whitlocke, Maynard, »
Glyn, had embiaced the same sentiments In the
parhiament, a considerable majority, and a much
greater 1n the nation, were attached to the preshyte-
rian party , and 1t was only by cunning and deceit
at first, and afterwards by military violence, that the
independents could entertain any hopes of success

Tue earl of Manchester, provoked at the im-
Eeachment which the king ha lod%ed agamnst him,

ad long forwarded the war with alacrity, but, be-

ing a man of humanity and good principles, the view

of

1]
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€ B AP of public calamities, and the prospect of a total sub-
\o~~ Version of government, began to moderate his ar-

1644

dour, and inclined him to promote peace on any
safe or honourable terms ‘' He was even suspected,
in the field, not to have pushed to the utmost against
the king the advantages obtaned by the arms of
the parliament, and Gromwel, in the public de-
bates, revived the accusation, that this nobleman
had wilfully neglected at Dennington-castle a fa-
vourable opportunity of finishing the war by a total
defeat of the royalists  * I showed him evidently,”
said Cromwel, * how this success might be obtamn-
“ ed, and only desired leave, with my own brigade
“ of horse, to charge the king’s army in their re-
“ treat, leaving it n the earl’s choice, if he thought
¢ proper, to remamn neuter with the rest of his
‘“ forces But, notwithstanding my importunity,
“ he positively refused his consent, and gave no
¢ other reason but that, if we met with a defeat,
“ there was an end of our pretensions We should
“ all be rebels and traitors, and be executed and

# forfeited by law * ™
MANGHESTER, by way of recrimnation, in-
formed the parhament, that, at another time,
Cromwel having proposed some scheme, to which
it seemed 1mprobahle the parliament would agree,
he 1nsisted and said, My lord, if you will stick firm
to honest men, you shall find yourself at the head of
an army, wlnct shall gwe law both to king and par-
liament  “ This discourse,” continued Manchester,
“made the greater impression on me, because I
“ knew the lieutenant-general to be a man of very
“ deep designs, and he has even ventured to tell
‘“ me, that 1t never would be well with England
“tll I were Mr Montague, and there were ne’er
“a lord or peer in the kingdom "™ So full was
Cromwel

® Clarendon, vol#v p 561. * Idem, 1bid”p 562
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Cromwel of these republican projects, that, not-C HA P
withstanding his habits of profound dissimulation, \ 2

he could not so carefully guard his expressions, but
;lhat sometimes his favourite notions would escape
m
THESE violent dissensions brought matters to ex-
tremity, and pushed the independents to the execu-
tion of then designs The present generals, they
thought, weire more desirous of protracting than
fimshing the war, and having entertained a scheme
for preserving sti1ll some balance in the constitution,
they were afraid of entirely subduing the king, and
feducing him to a condition where he should not
be entitled to ask any concessions A new model
alone of the army could biing complete victory to
the parliament, and free the nation from those
calamities under which it laboured But how to
effect this project was the difficulty The authonity,
as well as merits, of Essex, was very great with the
parllament  Not only he had served them all along
with the most ex ict and sciupulous honow It was,
1n some measule, owing to his popularity, that they
had ever been enabled to levy an aimy, or make
head against the royal cause Manchester, Warwic,
and the other commanders, had likewse great credit
with the public, nor were there any hopes of pre-
vailing over them, but by laying the plan of an
oblique and artuficial attack, which would conceal
the real purpose of their antagonists The Scots
and Scotush commuissioners, Jealous of the progress
of the independents, were a new obstacle, which,
without the utmost art and subtlety, 1t would be
difficult to suimount® The methods by which
this intrigue was conducted, aie so singular, and
shew so fully the gemus of the age, that we shall
give a detail of them, as they are delivered by lord
Clarendon ?
A 1asT,
4 Clarendon, vol. v p 562 P Jdep, 1bid p 565.
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A rasT, on the last Wednesday of every month,
had been ordered by the parhament at the begn-
ning of these commotions, and their preachers, on
that day, were careful to keep alive, by their ve-
hement declamations, the popular prejudices enter-
tamned against the king, against prelacy, and against
popery The king, that he mght combat the
rarhament with therr own weapons, appointed

ikewise a monthly fast, when the people should
be instiucted 1n the duties of loyalty and of sub-
mission to the higher powers, and he chose the
second Friday of every month for the devotion of
the royalists ¢ It was now proposed and carried
in parliament, by the independents, that a new
and more solemn fast should be voted, when they
should implore the divine assistance for extricating
them from those perplexities 1 which they were
at present wvolved On that day the preachers,
after many political prayers, took care to treat of
the reigning divisions in the parliament, and ascribed
them entirely to the selfish ends pursued by the
membeis In the hands of those members, they
said, are lodged all the considerable commands of
the army, all the lucrative offices in the civil ad-
ministration And while the nation 1s falling every
day into poverty, and groans under an insupport-
able load of taxes, these men multiply possession
on possession, and will, in a little time, be masters
of all the wealth of the kingdom That such
persons, who fatten on the calamities of then
country will ever embrace any eflectual measure
for bringing them to a period, or ensuring final
success to the war, cannot reasonably be expected
ingering expedients alone will be pursued And

operations 1n the field concuiring, in the same
pernicious end, with deliberations m the cabi-
net, civil commotions will for ever be perpetuated
n

9 Rushworth, vol v1 p 564
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in the nation  After exaggerating these disorders, c HAP.

the ministers returned to their prayers, and be-

sought the Lord, that he would take his own work 5

ito his own hand, and 1if the instruments, whom
he had hitherto employed, were not worthy to brin
to a conclusion so glorious a design, that he woul
mspire others more fit, who might perfect what
was begun, and, by estabhshmg true religion, puta
speedy period to the public miseries
ON the day subsequent to these devout animad-
versions, when the parliament met, a new spint a
peared in the looks of many Sir Henry Vane told
the commons, that if ever God appeared to them,
it was 1n the ordinances of yesterday That as he
was credibly informed by many, who had been
present in different congregations, the same la-
mentations and discourses, which the godly preach-
ers had made before them, had been heard 1n other
churches That so remarkable a concurrence could
roceed only from the immediate operation of the
oly Spirit  That he therefore intreated them, 1n
vindication 6f then own honoui, 1n consideration of
their duty to God and their country, to lay aside all
private ends, and renounce every office attended
with profit or advantage That the absence of so
many members, occupied 1n different employments,
had rendered the house extremely thin, and dimi-
nished the authority of their determinations And
that he could not forbear, for his own part, ac-
cusing himself as one who enjoyed a gainful office,
that of treasurer of the navy, and though he was
possessed of 1t before the civil commotions, and
owed 1t not to the favour of the parliament, yet was
he ready to resign 1t, and to sacrifice, to the welfare
of his country, every consideration of private in-
terest and advantage
CroMwEL next acted his part, and commended
the p1eachers for having dealt with them plainly and
pmpartially, and told them of their errors, of which
4 they

644,
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C H A P they were so unw‘illlng to be informed Though
VI they dwelt on many things, he said, on which he
1644 had never before reflected, yet, upon revolving

them, he could not but confess, that, till there were
a perfect reformation 1n these particulars, nothing
which they undertook could possibly prosper The
parliament, no doubt, continued he, had done
wisely on the commencement of the war, n en-
gaging several of its members 1n the most dangerous
parts of 1t, and thereby satisfymng the nation, that
they intended to share all hazards with the meanest
ofthe people But affairs arte now changed During
the progress of military operations, there have arisen,
in the parliamentary armies, many excellent officers
who are qualified for higher commands than they
aie now possessed of And thongh 1t becomes not
men engaged 1n such a cause fo put trust in the
arm of flesh, yet he could assure them, that their
troops contamned generals fit to command n any
enterprise 1n Christendom The army indeed, he
was sorry to say it, did not coricspond, by 1ts discr-
pline, to the merit of the ofhcers, nor were there
any hopes, till the present vices and disorders,
which prevail among the soldiers, were repressed
by a new model, that their forces would ever be at-

tended with signal success 1n any undertaking
IN opposition to this reasoning of the independ-
ents, many of the presbyterians shewed the in-
convenience and dange: of the projected alteration
Wlutlocke, 1n particular, a man of honour, who
loved his country, though 1n every change of go-
vernment he always adhered to the ruling power,
said, that besides the igratitude of discarding, and
that by fraud and artifice, 50 many noble persons,
to whom the parliament had hitherto owed 1its chief
suppoit, they would find 1t extremely difficult to
supply the place of men, now formed by expernence
to command and authority That the rank alone,
possessed by such as were members of either house,
prevented
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prevented envy, retained the army in obedience,c HA »

and gave weight to military orders  That greater
conﬁgence might safely be reposed 1n men of family
and fortur.e, than in mere adventurers, who would
be apt to entertain separate views from those which
were embraced by the persons who employed them
That no maxim of-policy was more undisputed, than
the necessity of preserving an inscparable connexion
between the civil and military powers, and of retain-
ing the latter 1n strict subordination to the former
That the Greeks and Romans, the wisest and most
passionate lovers of liberty, had ever eatrusted to
their 3enators the command of armies, and had main-
tained an unconquerable jealousy of all mercenary
forces And that such men alone, whose interests
were mvolved mn those of thc public and who pos-
sessed a vote mn the civil deliberations, would suffi-
ciently respect the authority of parhament, and never
could be tempted to turn the sword against those by
whom 1t was committed to them *

VII
o~/
1644,

NoTwITHSTANDING these 1easonings, a com- Selfdeny-

mittee was chosen to frame what was called the
self-denyimg ordinance, by which the members of
both houses were excluded from all civil and mi-
litary employments, except 2 few offices which were
specified This ordinance was the subject of great
debate, and, for a long time, rent the parliament
and city into factions  But, at last, by the preva-
Icnce of envy with some, with others of false mo-
desty, with a great many, of the republican and
independent views , 1t passed the house of com-
mons, and was sent to the upper house The peers,
though the scheme was, 1n part, levelled agamst
their order, though all of them were, at bottom,
extremely averse to 1t, though they even ventured
once to reject it , yet possessed so little authority,
that they durst not persevcre 1n opposing the reso-

lution

" Whtlocke, p 114, 115 Rush vol vu p 6.
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¢ § A p lution of the commons, and they thought it better

ivi
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1644,

1645,

policy, by an unlimited compliance, to ward off
that rum which they saw approaching® The or-
dinance, therefore, having passed both houses, Essex,
Warwic, Manchester, Denbigh, Waller, Brereton,
and many others, resigned their commands, and re-
ceived the thanks of parhament for their good ser-
vices A pension of ten thousand poun&s a year
was settled on Essex
IT was agreed to recruat the army to 22,000 men,
and sir Thomas Fairfax was appomnted general*
It 13 remarkable that his commission did not run
hike that of Essex, in the name of the king and
parhiament, but in that of the parliament alone
And the article concerning the safety of the king’s
person was omitted So much had animosities in-
creased between the parties® Gromwel, being a
member of the lower house, should have been gls-
carded with the others, but this impartiality would
have disappointed all the views of those who had in-
troduced the self-denying ordinance He was saved
by a subtilty, and by that political craft, in which
he was so emment At the time when the other
officers 1esigned their commissions, care was taken
that he should be sent with a body of horse, to re-
lieve Taunton, besieged by the royalists His ab-
sence being remaiked, orders were dispatched for
his 1mmediate attendance in paihament, and the
new general was directed to employ some other
officer 1n that service A ready compliance was
feigned, and the very day was named, on which,
1t was averred, he would take his place in the house
But Fairfax, having appointed a rendezvous of the
army, wrote to the parliament, and desired leave to
retain, for some days, lieutenant-general Cromwel,
whose advice, he said, would be useful in supply-
ing

»
‘Rush vol vu p 8 15 ' Whtlocke, p 118 Rush,
vol.vu p 7 * Whatlocke, p 133
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mng the place of those officers who had resigned crHaA ®
Shortly after, he begged, with much earnestness, (tV¥
that they would allow Cromwel to serve that cam- 164
paign™ And thus the independents, though the
minority, prevailed by art and cunning over the
presbyterians, and bestowed the whole military au-
thority, in appearance, upon Fairfax, mn reality,
upon Cromwel

Fa1rrFax was a person equally emment for cou- purfux
rage and for humamty, and though strongly in-
fected with prejudices, or principles derived from
religious and party zeal, he seems never, in the
course of his public conduct, to have been diverted,
by private interest or ambition, from adhering strictly
to these principles  Sincere 1n hus professions, dis-
interested 1n his views , open 1n his conduct, he had
formed one of the most shining characters of the age,
had not the extreme narrowness of his genius, in every
thing but mn war, and his embarrassed and confused
elocution on every occasion, but when he gave orders,
diminished the lustre of his mert, and rendered
the part which he acted, even when vested with
the supreme command, but secondary and subor-
dinate

CroMwEL, by whose sagacity and 1nsinuation Cromwel
Fairfax was entirely governed, 1s one of the most
eminent and most singular personages that occurs
m history The strokes of his character are as
open and strongly marked, as the schemes of his
conduct were, during the time, dark and impenetra-
ble His extensive capacity enabled him to form the
most enlarged projects His enterprising gemus was
not dismayed with the boldest and most dangerous.
Carried by his natural temper to magnanimity, to
grandeur, and to an imperious and domineering
policy , he yet knew, when necessary, to employ
the most profound dissimulation, the most obhq:s

a

7 Chﬂldﬂl, vel, v. P. 629, 630. Whlm, P 141.
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and réfined artifice, the semblance of the greatest
moderation and simplicity A {riend to justices
though his public conduct was one continued vio-
lation of 1t , devoted to religion, though he perpe-
tually employed 1t as the instiument of his ambi-
tion, he was engaged 1n crimes from the prospect
of sovereign power, a temptation which 1s, 1 gene-
ral, niesisible to human nature And by usmg
well that authority which he had attained by frau
and violence, he has lessened, 1f not overpowered,
our detestation of his enormities, by our admiration
of his success and of his genius

Durine this mmportant transiction of the sell-
denying ordinance, the negotiations for peace were
likewise carried on, though with small hopes of
success The king having sent two messages, one
from Eveshain* another from Tavistocke,” desir-
Ing a treaty, the parhiament dispatched commission-
ers to Oxford, with proposals as high as if they
had obtained a complete victory * The advantages
gained duiing the campaign, and the great distresses
of the royalists, had much elevated their hopes,
and they were resolved to repose no trust in men in-
flamed with the highest animosity against them, and
who, were they possessed of power, were fully au-
thorised by law to punish all their opponents as re-
bels and traitors

Tue king, whenhe considered the proposals and
the disposition of the pailiament, could not expect
any accommodation, and had no prospect but of
war, or of total submission and subjection Yet, n
order to satisfy his own party, who were impatient
for peace, he agreed to send the duke of Richmond,
and earl of Southampton, with an answer to the
pioposals of the parliament, and at the same time
to desire a treaty upon their mutual demands
and pretensions* It now became necessary for

. him

* 4th of July 1644, 7 8th of Sept 1644. * Dugdale, p.
737 Rush vol w1 p 850 * Whtlocke, p, 110,
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him to retract his former declaration, that the twoCHA ¥

houses at Westminster were not a free parliament,

and accordingly he was induced, though with great 1444,

reluctance, to give them, 1n his answer, the appella-

tion of the parhlament of England® But it appear-

ed afterwards, by a letter which he wrote to the

queen, and of which a copy was taken at Naseby,

that he secretly enteied an explanatory protest n

his council book , and he pretended that, though he

had called them the parliament, he had not thereby

acknawledged them for such © Thus subtlety, which

has been frequently objected to Charles, 1s the most

noted of those very few instances, from which the

enemies of this prince have endeavoured to load

him with the imputation of nsincerity , and have

inferred, that the parliament could repose no confi-

dence 1n his professions and declarations, not even

1n his laws and statutes There 1s, however, 1t must

be confessed, a difference universallyavowed between

simply giving to men the appellation which they as-

sume, and the formal acknowledgment of their title

to 1t , nor 1s any thing more common and familiar 1n

all public transactions

HE time and place of treaty bemng settled, six- 5o ;-

teen commissioners from the king met at Uaxbuidge,

with twelve authorised by the parliament, attended

by the Scottish commissioners It was agreed, that

the Scottish and parhiamentary commissioners should

give 1 their demands, with regard to three im-
portant

®* Whitlocke, p 111 Dugdale, p 748 < His words are

¢ As for my calling those at London a parhament, T shall refer
¢¢ thee to Digby fo1 particular satisfaction, this in general It there
‘¢ had been but two besides myself of my opimion, I had not done
¢“1t, and the argument that pievailed with me was, that the call-
¢¢ g did no way. acknowledge them to be a parliament , upon
¢ which condition and construction I did 1t, and no otherwise,
¢¢ and accordingly 1t 13 registered in the council books, with the
‘¢ council’s unammous approbation **  The king’s cabwnet opened
Rush vol.iv p 943

A



82

HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.

C H A P portant articles, religion, the milit:a, and Ireland, and

1645

that these should be successively discussed 1n confe-
rence with the king’s commussioners ® It was soon
found 1mpracticable to come to any agreement with
regard to any of these articles
N the summer 1643, while the negotiations were
carried on with Scotland, the parliament had sum-
moned an assembly at Westminster, consisting of
121 divines and 30 laymen, celebrated 1 their party
for piety and learming By their advice, alterations
were made 1n the thirty-nne articles, or in the me-
ta‘physlcal doctrines of the church, and, what was
of greater importance, the liturgy was entirely abo-
lished, and in its stead, a new directory for wor-
ship was established, by which, suitably to the
spirit of the puritans, the utmost liberty, both in
praymng and preaching, was mndulged to the public
teachers By the solemn league and covenant, epis-
copacy was abjured, as destructive of all true piety,
and a national engagement, attended with every
circumstance that could render a promuse sacred and
obligatory, was entered into with the Scots, never
to suffer its re-admission  All these measures
shewed little spint of accommodation in the par-
liament, and the king’s commissioners were not
surprised to find the establishment of presbytery and
the directory positively demanded, together with
the subscription of the covenant, both by the king
and kingdom ©
Hap

¢ Whitlocke, p 121 Dugdale, p 758, < Such love of con-
tradiction prevailed m the parhiament, that they had converted
Chnistmas, which, with the churchmen, was a great festival, -
to a solemn fast and humihation, ¢ Inorder,” as they sad,
¢¢ that 1t might call to remembrance our sins and the sins of our
¢ forefathers, who, pretending to celebrate the memory of
¢ Christ, have turned this feast nto an extreme forgetfulness of
 him, by giving hiberty to carnal and sensual dehights” Rush
vol vi p 817 It s remarkable that, as the parliament abolish-
ed all holy days, and severely prohibited all amusement on the
sabbath, and even burned, iy the hands of the hangmznk,m tb.e
g’s
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Hap Charles been of a disposition to neglect allC HA ®
theological controversy, he yet had been obliged, 1n \ o o
good policy, to adhere to episcopal jurisdiction, not 1645
only because 1t was favourable to monaichy, but
because all his adherents were passionately devoted
to 1t, and to abandon them, 1 what they regarded
as so impottant an article, was for ever to relinquish
their friendship and assistance  But Gharles had
never attained such enlarged principles He dcemed
bishops essential to the very being of a chiistian
church, and he thought himself bound, by more
sacred ties than those of policy, or even of honour,
to the support of that order His concessions,
therefore, on this head, he judged sufficient, when

he

king’s book of sports, the nation found that there was no time left
for relaxation or diversion  Upon application, therefore, of the
servants and apprentices, the parliament appointed the second
Tuesday of every month for play and recreation  Rush vol wvu
P 460 Whitlocke, p 247 But these wmstitutions they found
great difficulty to execute, and the people were resolved to be meiry
when they themselves pleased, not when the parliament should

rescribe 1t to them The keeping of Christmas holy-days was
{:mg a great mark of malignancy, and very severely censured by
the commons  Wiutlocke, p 286 Even minced pyes, which
custom had made a Christmas dish among the churchmen, was re-
garded, during that season, as a profane and superstitious viand by
the sectaries, though at other times 1t agreed very well with their
stomachs  In the parhamentary o1dinance too, for the observance
of the sabbath, they imnserted a clause for the taking down of may-
poles, which they called a heathemsh vamity  Since we are upon
this subject, 1t may not be amiss to mention, that, beside setting
apart Sunday for the ordinances, as they called them, the godly
had regular meetings on the Thursdays foi resolving cases ol con-
science, and conferring about their progress in grace  What they
were chiefly anxious about, was the fixing the precise moment of
their conversion or new birth , and whocever could not ascertain se
difficult a pont of calculation, could not pretend to any utle to
samntship  lhe profane scholars at Oxfoid, after the parliament
became masters of that town, gave to the house in which the zealots
assembled the denomination ot Scruple Shop  The zcalots, m their
turn, 1nsulted the scholars and prolessors, and, intruding into the
place of lectures, declaimed against human learning, and challenged
the most knowing of them to prove that their calling was from
Ghrist  See Wood's Fastt Oxoniensis, p 740

Vor. viI . D
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CHAP he agreed that an indulgence should be given to
JYU_ tender consciences with regard to ceremonies, that
1645 the bishops should exercise no act of jurisdiction or
ordimation, without the consent and counsel of such
presbyters as should be chosen by the cleigy of each
diocese, that they should reside constantly in then
diocese, and be bound to preach every Sunday,
that pluralities be abolished, that abuses 1n eccle-
siastical courts be redrewsed, and that a hundied
thousand pounds be levied on the bishops’ estates
and the chapter lands, for payment of debts con-
tracted by the parhament’ These concessions,
though considerable, gave no satisfaction to the par-
lamentary commissioners, and, without abating any
thing of then rigour on this head, they procceded
to their demands with 1egard to the militia

Tue king's partisans had all along mamntained,
that the fears and jealousies of the pailiament, after
the sccurities so early and easily given to public
liberty, were either feigned or groundless , and that
no human 1nstitution could be better poised and
adjusted, than was now the government of England
By the abolition of the star-chambeir and court of
high comnussion, the prerogative, they said has lost
all that coercive power by which it had formerly
suppressed or endangeied liberty By the establich-
ment of tiienmal parhaments, 1t can have no leisure
to acquire new powers, or guaid itself, during any

time, fiom the inspection of that vigilant assembly
By the slender revenue of the crown, no king can
ever attamn such influence as to procure a repeal of
these salutary statutes And while the prince com-
mands no military force, he will i vain, by vio.
lence, attempt an infringement of laws, so clearly
dehined by means of late disputes, and so pas-
sionately cheiished by all his subjects In this
situation, surely, the nation governed by so virtu-
ous a monarch, may, for the present, remain n
\ tranquillity,

Dugdale, p 779, 780
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tranquillity, and try whethe it be not possible, by C HAP
peaceful arts, to elude that danger with which, it 1s \'Vn‘/
pretended, 1ts liberties are still threatened 1645

Bur though the royalists insisted on these plausi-
ble topics before the commencement of wur, they
were obliged to own, that the progress of civil com-
motions had somewhat abated the force and evidence
of this reasoning  1f the power of the militia, said
the opposite party, be entrusted to the king, 1t
woultf not now be difficult for him to abuse that
authority By the rage of intestine discord, his
pattisans aie inflamed 1to an extrene hatred against
their antagomsts, and have contiacted, no doubt,
some piejudices aganst popular privileges, which,
n their appiehension, have been the source of so
much disorder Were the atms of the state, there-
fore, put entirely 1nto such hands, what public secu-
rity, it may be demanded, can be given to hiberty, or
what private secarity to those who, 1n opposition to
the letter of the law, hive so generously ventured
their lives 1n 1ts defence® In compliance with this
apprehension, Gharles offered thit the atms of the
state should be entrusted, during thiee years, to
twenty commussioners, who should be named, either
by common agreement between him and the parlia-
ment, or one half by him, the other by the parlia-
ment And alter the expirition of that term, he
msisted that his constitutional authonity over the
mihtia should agam retuin to him ¢

Tue parliamentary commissioners at first de-
manded, that the power of the sword should for
ever be entrusted to such persons as the parliament
alone should appomnt " lyut, afterwards, they re-
laxed so fai as to 1equue that authority only for
seven yeats, after wlich it was not to return to the
king, but to be settled by bill, o1 by common gg1ee-
ment between him and lus parliament*  The king’s

commissionels

¢ Dugdale, p. 798 "Ibd p 791 ‘ibid p 82
D2



86

HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.

C H A P commussioners asked, Whether jealouses and fears

o/

1645.

were all on one side, and whether the prince, from
such violent attempts and pretensions as he had ex-
perienced, had not, at least, as great reason to enter-
tain apprehensions for his authority, as they for their
liberty > Whether there were any equity 1n secur-
ing only one party, and leaving the other, durmng
the space of seven years, entirely at the meicy of
their enemies ® Whether, if unlimited power were
entrusted to the parliament during so long a period,
1t would not be easy for them to frame the subse-
quent bill 1n the manner most agreeable to them-
selves, and keep for ever possession of the sword,
as well as of every article ot civil power and
jurisdiction *

TuE truth 1s, after the commencement of war,
1t was very difficult, 1f not 1mpossible, to find se-
curity for both paities, especially for that of the par-
lhament Amidst such violent animosities, power
alone could ensure safety, and the power of one
side was necessarily attended with danger to the
other Few or no nstances occur in history of an
equal, peaceful, and durable accommodation, that
has been concluded between two factions which had
been enflamed 1nto civil war

WiTth regard to Ireland, there were no greater
hopes of agreement between the parties  The par-
hament demanded, that the truce with the rebels
should be declared null, that the management of
the war should be given over entirely to the parlia-
ment, and that, alter the conquest of Ireland, the
nomination of the lord lieutenant and of the Judges,
or, 1n other wors, the scvereignty of that kingdom,
should likewise remain 1n their hands*

WHAT rendered an accommodation more despe-
rate was, that the demands on these three heads,
however exorbitant, were icknowledged, by the par-
liamentary comnussioners, to be nothing but preh-

minaries

* Dugdale, p 877 'Ibid p 826, 827
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raaries  After all these were granted, 1t wouldbec H A p.
necessary to proceed to the discussion of those other , LViL
demands, still more exorbitant, which a little before 1645
had been transmitted to the king at Oxford  Such
ignominious terms weie there insisted on, that worse
could scarcely be demanded, were Gharles totally
vanquished, a prisoner, and in chamns The king
was required to attaint, and except from a general
pardon, forty of the most considerable of us Enghsh
subjects, and nineteen of his Scottish, together with
all popish recusants in both kingdoms who had
borne arms for hin It was nsisted, that forty-
eight more, with all the members who had sitten 1n
either house at Oxford, all lawyers and divines who
had embraced the king’s party, should be rendered
incapable of any office, be forbidden the exercise
of thewr profession, be prohibited from coming
within the veige of the court, and forfeit the third
of therr estates to the parhament It was required,
that whoever had boine arms for the king, should
forfeit the tenth of their estates, or, 1f that did not
suffice, the siath, for the payment of public debts
Asf royal authonty were not sufficiently annihi-
lated by such terms, it was demanded, that the court
of wards should be abolished , that all the consider-
able officers of the crown, and all the judges, should
be appointed by parlinment, and that the night of
peace and war should not be exercised without the
consent of that assembly ® The presbyterians, 1t
must be confessed, after insisting on such condi-
tions, differed only 1n words from the independents,
who required the establishment of a pure republic
When the debates had been carried on to no pur-
pose during twenty days among the commussioners,
they sepaiated, and 1eturned, those of the king, to
Ocxford, those of the pailiament, to London

A LITTLE

®Rush vol vi p 850. Dugdale, p 737,
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CHAP A ritTiLeE before the commencement of this
gn‘l fruitless tieaty, a deed was executed by the parha-
1645 ment, which proved their determined resolution to
yield nothing, but to proceed in the same violent

and mmpettous manner with which they at first en-
Execution tered on these dangerous enterprises  Archbishop
of Laud ] aud, the most favourite minister of the king, was
brought to the scaffold, and m this mnstance the

public might see, that popular assemblies, as, by

their very number, they are, 1n a great measure,
exempt from the restiaint of shame, so, when they

also overleap the bounds of law, naturally break out

mto acts of the greatest tyranny and injustice

Froum the time that Laud had been commutted,
the house of commons, engaged enteré)rlses of

greater moment, had found no leisure to finish his
mmpeachment, and he had patiently endured so long

an 1mpiisonment without being biought to any trial

After the umon with Scotland, the bigotted pre-
Judices of that nation 1evived the like spirit m
England, and the sectaries resolved to gratify their
vengeance in the pumshment of this pielate, who

had so Jong, by his authority, and by the execution

of pcnal laws, kept their zealous spitit under con-
finement He was accused of high treason 1n en-
dcavouring to subvert the fundamental laws, and of

other high ciimes and misdemeanours  The same
illegality of an accumulative crimeand a constiuctive
evidence, which appeared 1n the case of Strafford,

the same violence and imiquity 1n conducting the

tinl, are conspicuous throughout the whole course
ol this prosecution  The groundless charge of
popery, though belied by his whole hife and con-

duct, was continually urged against the prisoner ,

iid every entor 1endered unpardonable by this im,
putation, which was supposed to inply the height of

dl enormities  “¢ [his man, mny lords,” said serjeant

VWilde conclading lus long speech against hun,

[11 18
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“ 18 like Naaman the Syrian, a great man, but aC HA P.
“ leper ' \~~
L shall not enter into a detail of this matter, 1045

which, at present, seems to admit of little controversy
It suffices to say, that, after a long trial, and the ex-
amination of above a hundred and fifty witnesses, the
commons found so little likelihood of obtaming a
judicial sentence against Laud, that they were obliged
to have recourse to their legislative authority, and to
pass an ordinance for taking away the life of this aged
prelate  Notwithstanding the low condition into
which the house of peers was fallen, there appeared
some intention of rejecting this ordinance, and the
popular leaders were again obliged to apply to the
multitude, and to extinguish, by threats of new tu-
mults, the small remains of liberty possessed by the
uppet-house  Seven peers alone voted m this im-
portant question  The rest, either from shame or
fear, took care to absent themselves °

Lavb, who had behaved during his trial with spirit
and vigour of gemus, sunk not under the horrors of
his execution, but though he had usually professed
himself apprehensive of a violent death, he found all
luis fears to be dissipated before that superior courage
by which he was animated ¢ No one,” said he,
“ can be more willing to send me out of hfe, than 1
“ am desirous to go ”  Even upon the scaffold, and
during the intervals of his prayeis, he was hairassed
and molested by sir John Clotworthy, a zealot of the
reigning, sect, and a great leader 1n the lower house
This was the ume he chose for examining the prn-
ciples of the dying prelate, and trepanning him 1nto
a confession, that he tiusted for his salvation to the
merits of good works, not to the death of the Re-
deémer? Having extricated limself fiom these
theological toils, the aichbishop laid his head on the
block, and 1t was severed from the body at one

blow

" Rush vol vi p 830 ° Warwic, p 169
PRush vol v1 p 838, 830
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CHA P blow* Those religious opinions, for which he suf-

1645

fered, contributed no doubt, to the courage and con-
stancy of his end Sincere he undoubtedly was, and,
however misguided, actuated by pious motives 1n ali
his pursuits,, and it 18 to be regretted, that a man of
such spirit, who conducted his enterprizes with so
much warmth and industry, had not entertamned
more enlarged views, and embraced principles more
favourable to the general happiness of society

THE great am% mmportant advantage which the
party gained by Strafford’s death may, 1n some de-
gree, palliate the iniquity of the sentence pronounced
agamst him  But the execution of this old nfirm
prelate, who had so long remained an 1noffensive pri-
soner, can be ascribed to nothing but vengeance and
bigotry 1n those severe religionists, by whom the par-
Liament was entirely governed That he deserved a
bette1 fate was not questioned by any reasonable man
The degree of his menit, in other respects, was dis-
puted  Some accused him of recommending slavish
doctrines, of promoting persecution, and of encou-
1aging supershition , while others thought that his
conduct, 1n these three particulars, would admat of
apology and exatenuation

THAT the letter of the law, as much as the most
flaming court-sermon, inculcates passive obedience,
1s appatent And though the spi7it of a imited go-
vernment seems to require, 1n extraordinary cases,
some mitigation of so rigorous a doctrine, 1t must be
confessed, that the preceding genus of the English
constitution had rendered a mistake 1n this particular
very natural and excusable To inflict death, at
least on those who depart from the exact line of truth
1n these mice questions, so far from being favourable
to national liberty, savours strongly of the spirit of
tyranny and proscription

ToLERATION

9 12th of July 1644.
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TovreraTION had hitherto been so little the prin-c g a &,
ciple of apy Christian sect, that even the catholics,
the remnant of the religion professed by their fore- ~ 1445
fathers, could not obtain from the English the least
indulgence This very house of commons, in their
famous remonstrance, took care to justify themselves,
as from the highest imputation, from any intention
to relax the golden reins of discipline, as they called
them, or to grant any toleration * And the enemes
of the church were so fair from the beginring, as
not to lay claim to liberty of conscience, which they
called a toleration for soul-marder They openly
challenged the superionty, and even menaced the
established church with that persecution which they
afterwards exeicised against her with such severity.
And if the question be considered 1n the view of po-
licy, though a sect, already formed and advanced,
mav, with good reason, demand a toleration; what
title had the puritans to thus indulgence, who were
Just on the pomnt of separation from the church, and
whom, 1t might be hoped, some wholesome and legal
severities would still retain 1n obedience >

WaATLVER ridicule, to a philosophical nund,
may be thrown on pious ceremonies, 1t must be con-
fessed, that, during avery religious age, po institutions
can be more advantageous to the rudge multitude, and
tend more to mollify that fierce and gloomy spirit of
devotion, to which they aie subject Even the Eng-
hish church, though 1t had retained a share of popish
ceremonies, may justly be thought too naked and
unadorned, and still to approach too near the abstract
and spiritual religion of the puritans  Laud and his
associates, by 1eviving a few primitive institutions of
this nature, corrected the erior of the first1eformers,
and presented to the affiightened and astonished
mind, some sensible, exterior observances, which
might occupy 1t duning its religious caercises, limd

abate

" Nalson, vol u p 705
* See note [A] at the end of the volume
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C H A P abate the violence of its disappointed efforts  The
\o~~ thought, no longer bent on that divine and myster:-
1645 ous essence, 80 superior to the narrow capacities of
mankind, was able, by means of the new model of
devotion, to relax itselt in the contemplation of
pictures, postures, vestments, bulldm%;s. and all the

fine arts, which minister to religion, thereby receiv-

ed additional encouragement The primate, 1t 18

true, conducted this scheme, not with the enlarged
sentiments and cool reflection of a legislator, but

with the intemperate zeal of a sectary, and by over-
looking the circumstances of the times, served rather

to mflame that religious fury which he meant to re-

press  But this blemish 1s more to be regarded as a
general imputation on the whole age, than any pai-

ticular failing of Laud s, and 1t 1s sufficient for his
vindication to observe, that his errors were the most
excusable of all those which pievailed during that

zealous period
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CHAP LVIl

Montrose’s victories—T he new model of the army—
Baitle of Naseby—Surrender of Bristol—The
West conquered by Fairfax— Defeat of Montrose—
Ecclesiastical affarrs—King goes to the Scots at
Newark—End of the war—King delwered up by
the Scots

WHILE the king's affairs declined 1n England, c 1 a’p
some events happened in Scotland, which IV
seemed to promise him a more prosperous 1ssue of 1645
the quarrel
Brrore the commencement of these c1vil disor- yonrose's
ders, the earl of Montrose, a young nobleman of a victores
distinguished family, 1eturning from his travels, had
‘been ntroduced to the king, and had made an offer
of his setvices, but by the msinuations of the mar-
quis, afterwards duke of Hamilton, who possessed
much of Chailes’s confidence, he had not been
received with that distinction to which he thought
himself justly entitled *  Disgusted with this treat-
ment, he had forwirded all the violence of the cove-
nanters, and, agreeably to the natural ardour of his
§emuq, he had employed himself, during the first
cottish insuirection, with great zeal, as well as suc-
cess, 1n levying and conducting theirarmies  Being
commissioned by the Tables to wait upon the king,
while the royal army lay at Berwic, he was so gained
by the civilities and caresses of that monarch, that he
thenceforth devoted humselfentirely, thoughsecretly,
to lus service, and entered 1nto aclose correspondence
with

t Nalson, Intr p. 63
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€HAP with him  In the second nsurrection, a great mili-
LVIL t3ry command was entrusted to hun by the cove-
\o ~/

165 nanters, and he wasthe first that passed the Tweed,

at the head of their troops, n the nvasion of Eng-

Iand He found means, howevel, soon after to convey

a letter to the king  And by the inhdelity of some

about that prince, Hamilton, as was suspected, 2

copy of this letter was sent to Leven, the Scottish ge-

neral Being accused of treachery, and a corres-

pondence with the enemy , Montrose openly avowed

the letter, and asked the generals, 1f they dared to

call their sovereign an enemy And by this bold and

magnanmimous bechaviour, he escaped the danger of

an 1mmediate prosecution As he was now fully

known to be of the royal party, he no longer con-

cealed lus principles, and he endeavoured to draw

those who had entertained like sentiments, into a

bond of association for his master's service Though

thrown 1ato prison for this enterprise,” and detaned

some time, he was not discouraged, but still conti-

nued, by his countenance and protection, to infuse

spinitinto the distressed royalists  Among other per-

sons of distinction, who united themselves to him,

was loid Napier of Merchiston, son of the famous

inventor of the logarithms, the person to whom the

title of GRLAT MAN 15 more justly due, than to any
other whom his country ever produced

Tuere was 1n Scotland another party, who, pro-

fessing equal attachment to the king’s service, pre-

tendeg only to differ with Montrose about the means

of attaining the same end , and of that party, duke

Hamilton was the leader This nobleman had cause

to be extremely devoted to the king, not only by

reason of the connexion of blood, which united him

to

* It 1s not improper to take notice of a mistake commutted hy

Clarendon, much to the disadvantage of this gallant nobleman, that

he offered the king, when his majesty was mn Scotland, to assassi-

nate Argyle  All the ume the king was 1n Scotland Montrose
was conhined to prison, Rush. vol, vi. p. 980.
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to the royal family, but on account of the greate m A ».
confidence and favour with which he had ever been VL)
honoured by his master Being accused by lord s
Rae, not without some appearance of probability,
of a conspiracy against the king, Charles was so far
from harbouring suspicion against him, that, the
very first tme Hamilton came to court he re-
ceived him 1nto lus bed chamber, and passed alone
the might with him ™ But such was the duke’s
unhappy fate or conduct, that he escaped not the
mmputation of treachery to his friend and sovereign 3
and though he at last sacrificed his life 1n the king’s
service, his integiity and sincerity have not been
thought by historians entirely free from blemish.
Perhaps (and this 1s the more probable opinion)
the subtilties and refinements of his conduct and his
temporizing maxims, though accompanied with good
intentions, have been the chief cause of a suspicion,
which has never yet been either fully proved or re-
futed As much as the bold and vivid spirit of
Montrose prompted him to enterprizing measures,
as much was the cautious temper of Hamilton m-
chined to such as were moderate and dilatory
‘While the former foretold that the Scottish cove-
nanters were secretly forming an union with the
English parliament, and inculcated the necessity of
preventing them by some vigorous undertaking;
the latter still insisted, that every such attempt would
precipitate them into measumies, to which, other-
wise, they were not, perhaps, inclined After the
Scottish convention was summoned without the
king's authority, the former exclaimed, that their
tentions were now visible, and that, if some unex-
pected blow were not struck, to dissipate them, they
would arm the whole nation agamst the king, the
latter maintained the possibihity of outvoting the dis-
affected paity, and securing, by peaceful means, the
allegiance of the kingdom * %nhappxly for the
royal

¥ Nalson, vol u p 683  ~ Clarendon, vol, ui. p 380, 381,

Rush vol, vi. p 980, Wishart, cap 2
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CH A p royal cause, Hamilton's representations met with
LVIIL more credit from the king and queen, than those of
e Montrose , and the covenanters were allowed, with-
out mterruption, to proceed in all their hostile mea-
sures Montrose then hastened to Oxford, where
his mvectives against Hamilton’s treachery, con-
curring with the general prepossession and support-
ed by the unfortunate event of his counsels, were
entertained with universal approbation. Influenced

by the clamour of his party, more than his own sus
gncnons, Charles, as soon as Hamilton appeared, sent
im prisoner to Pendennis castle n Gornwal  His
brother, Laneric, who was also put under confine-
ment, found means to make his escape, and to fly

mto Scotland

Thui king’s ears were now opened to Montrose’s
counsels, who proposed none but the boldest and
most daring, agreeably to the desperate state of the
royal cause 1n Scotland  Though the whole nation
was subjected by the covenanters, though great ar-
mies were kept on foot by them, and every place
guarded by a vigilant administiation , he undertook,
by his own credit, and that of the few friends who
remained to the king, to raise such commotions, as
would soon oblige the malcontents to recal those
forces, which had so sensibly thrown the balance 1n
favour of the parhament’ Not discouraged with
the defeat at Marston-moor, which rendeied it 1m-

sible for him to draw any succour from England
e was content to stipulate with the earl of Antrim,
anobleman of Ireland, for some supply of men from
that country And he himself, changing his dis-
1ses, and passing through many dangers, airived in
gzotland, where he lay concealed in the bordeis of
the Highlands, and secretly prepared the minds of

his partisans for attempting some great entei1piise *
No

T Wishart, cap 3 * Clarendon, vol v p 618
Rush vol vt p 982 Wishart, cap 4
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No sooner were the Irish landed, though not ex-€ Il‘ivi\:!'
ceeding eleven hundred foot, very ill armed, than
Montiose declared himself, and entered upon that 1545
scene of action which has rendered his name so
celebiated About eight hundred of the men of
Athole flocked to his standard  Five hundred men
more, who had been levied by the covenanters, were
persuaded to embracethe royal cause And with this
combined force, he hastened to attack lord Licho,
who lay at Perth with an aimy of six thousand men,
assembled upon the first news of the I1ish invasion
Montrose, ferior 1n number, totally unprovided
with horse, 1ll supplied with arms and ammumtion,
had nothing to depend on, but the courage which
he himself, by hus own example, and the rapidity of
his enterpiises, should mspue into his 1aw soldiers
Having received the fire of the enemy, which was
answeied chiefly by a volley of stones, he rushed
amidst them with his swoird diawn, threw them 1nto
confuston, pushed lus advantage, and obtained a
complete victory, with the slaughter of two thousand
of the covenanters ®

THis victory, though 1t augmented the 1enown
of Montrose, increased not his power or numbers
The far greater part of the kingdom was extremely
attached to the covenant, and such as bore an affec-
tion to the royal cause, were teirified by the esta-
blished authority of the opposite party ~ Dreading
the superior power of Aigyle, who, having joined
his vassals to a force levied by the public, was
approaching with a considerable asmy, Montrose
hastened norihwards, in order to rouse agan the
marquis of Huntley and the Gordons, who, having
before hastily take arms, had been instantly sup-
pressed by the covenanters He was joined on his
march by the earl of Airly, with histwo younger
sons, sir Thomas and sir David Ogilvy The eldest

was

3 1st of Sept 1644, Rush vol vi p 988 Wishart, cap 5
3
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eHmAP was, at that time, prisoner with the enemy He

LVIII
o~/

attacked at Aberdeen the Lord Burley, who com-

1sss. manded aforce of 2500 men After a sharp combat,

by his undaunted courage, which, in his situation,
was true policy, and was also not unaccompanied
with military skill, he put the enemy to fght, and
i the pursuit did great execution upon them °

Burt by this second advantage he obtained not
the end which heexpected The envious nature of
Huntley, jealous of Montrose’s glory, rendered him
averse to jomn an army, where he himself must be so
much eclipsed by the superior menit of the general
Argyle, 1emnforced by the earl of Lothian, was be-
hind him with a great army The militia of the
northern counties, Murray, Ross, Caithness, to the
number of 5000 men, opposed him 1n front, and
guarded the banks of the Spey, a deep and rapid
witver  In order to elude these numerous armies, he
turned aside 1nto the hills, and saved his weak, but
active troops, n Badenoch  Afier some marches
and counter-maiches, Argyle came up with him at
Fawvy-castle  Tlus nobleman’s character, though
celebrated for political courage and conduct, was
very low for military prowess , and after some skir-
mishes, 1n which he was worsted, he here allowed
Montrose to escape him By quick marches through
these mnaccessible mountains, that general freed him-
self from the superior forces of the covenanters

Sucu was the situation of Montrose, that very
good or very ill fortune was equally destructive
to him, and dimimished his army After every
victory, his soldiers, greedy of spoil, but deeming
the smallest acquisition to be unexhausted riches,
deserted 1n great numbers, and went home to secure
the treasures which they had acquned Tired too,
and spent with hasty and long marches, 1n the depth
ofwinter, through snowy mountains, unprovided with

every
11thof Sept 1644 Rush vol. vi p. 983 Wishart, cap 7
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every necessary, they fell off, and left their ge-CHAP
nera{ almost al?me w?th the Irish, who, having gno &‘E’.«
lace to which they could retire, still adhered to 166

Exm 1n every fortune

Witu these, and some reinforcements of the
Atholemen and Macdonalds whom he had recalled,
Montrose fell suddenly upon Argyle's country, and
let loose upon 1t all the rage of war, carryimng off
the cattle, burning the houses and putting the n-
habitants to the sword. This severity, by which
Montrose sullied his victories, was the result of pri-
vate animosity against the chieftain, as much as of
zeal for the public cause  Argyle, collecting three
thousand men, marched 1n quest of the enemy, who
had retired with their plunder, and he lay at Inner-
lochy, supposing himself still at a considerable dis-
tance from them The earl of Seaforth, at the
head of the garrison of Inverness, who were veteran
soldiers, joined to 5000 new-levied troops of the
northern counties, pressed the royalists on the other
side, and threatened them with 1nevitable destruc-
tion By a quick and unexpected march, Mont-
10se hastened to Innerlochy, and presented himself
in order of battle before the surprised, but not af-
frightened, covenanters Argyle alone, seized with
a panic, deserted his army, who still maintained
their ground, and gave battle to the royalists After
a vigoraus resistance they were defeated, and pur- 24 Fed
sued with great slaughter © And the power of the
Campbells (that 1s Argyle’s name) being thus
broken, the Highlanders, who were in general well
affected to the royal cause, began to join Montrose’s
camp 1n great numbers  Seaforth’s army dispersed
of 1tself, at the very terror of his name  And lord
Gordon, eldest son of Huntley having escaped from
his uncle Argyle, who bad hitherto detained him,
now joined ﬁontrose with no contemptible num-

ber

“Rush vol vi p 985 Wishart, cap 8
VoL vir £
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BHA P berof his followers, attended by s brother, the-
\w~ €arl of Abome
1645 Tue councit at Edinburgh, alarmed at Mont-
rose’s progress, began to think of a mere regular
plan o}) defence against an enemy, whose repeated
victories had rendered him extremely formidable
Fhey sent for Baillie, an officer of reputation, from
Bngland , and joming him in command with Urrey,
who had agam enbisted himself among the king's
enemies, they sent them to the field, with a cons:-
derable army, against the royalists Montrose, with
adetachment of 800 men, had attacked Dundee, a
town extremely zealous for the covenant, and
having carried it by assault, had delivered it up to
be plundered by his soldiers, when Baillie and
Urrey, with then whole force, were unexpectedly
n him ¢ His conduct and presence of mind, 1n
this emergence, appeared consincuous Instantly
he called off his soldiers from plunder, put them in
order, secured his retreat by the most skilful mea-
sures; and having marched sixty muiles in the face of
an enemy much superior, without stopping, or al-
lowing his soldiers the least sleep or refreshment,
he at last secured himself n the mountains
Barvrrie and Urrey now divided therr troops, 1n
order the better to conduct the war against an enemy,
who surprised them, as much by the rapidity of his
marches, as by the boldness of his enterprises
Urrey, at the head of 4000 men, met him at Ai-
derne, near Inverness, and, encouraged by the
supersority of number (for the covenanters were
double the royalists), attacked him in the post
which he had chosen  Montrose, havmg placed his
right wing 1n strong ground, drew the best of his
forces to dhe other, and left no main body between
them ; ad¥ect which he artfully concealed, by shew-
ing a few men through the trees and bushes, ;lnt}llx
whic

¢ Rush, vol, vii p. 228, Wishart, cap. 9.
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which that ground was covered That Urrey might € H X .
have no leisure to perceive the stratagem, he instantly &nv
led his left wing to the charge, and making a fu- 164
rious impression upon the covenanters, drove them
off the held, and ganed a complete victory® In
this battle, the valour of young Napier, so to the'
load of that name, shone out with signal lustre

BaiLLiE now advanced, m order to revenge
Urrey’s discomfiture,, but, at Alford, he met, him-
self, with a hke fate” Montrose, weak in cavalry,
here lined his troops of horse with infantry, and
after (})utting the enemy’s horse to rout, fell with
umted force upon their foot, who were entuely cut
in pieces, though with the loss of the gallant lord
Gordon on the part of the royalists®* And having
thus prevailed in so many battles, which his vigous
ever rendered as decisive as they were successful, he
summoned together all his friends and partisans, and
prepared himself for marching 1nto the southern
provinces, mn order to put 4 final period to the power
of the covenanters, and dissipate the parhament,
which, with great pomp and solemnsty, they had
summoned to meet at St Johnstone's

WaiLE the fire was thus kindled 1n the no:th of
the 1sland, 1t blazed out with no less fury m the
south The parliamentary and royal armies, as soon
as the season would permit, prepared to take the
field, in hopes of brmging their important quarrel
to a quick decision The passing of the'self-denying
ordinance¢ had been protracted by so many debates
and intrigues, that the spring was far advanced be-
fore 1t received the sanction of both houses, and it
was thought dangerous by mrny to introduce, so
near the time of action, such great innovations
into the army  Had not the punculioutprinciples

of

Rush vol vu p 229 Wishurt, cap 10 fad of July
Rush vol vh p 229 Wishart, cap 11.
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¢ H A P of Essex engaged him, amidst all the disgusts which
&V,IL he 1eceived, to pay implicit obedience to the parha-

1645

New mo-
del of the
army

ment; this alteration had not been effected without
some fatal accident Since, notwithstanding his
prompt resignation of the command, a mutiny was
generally apprehended® Fanfax, or, more pro-
perly speaking, Cromwel, under his name, mtro-
duced, at last, the new model nto the army, and
threw the troops into a different shape  From the
same men, new regiments and new companies were
formed, different officers appointed, and the whole
mbitary force put into such hands, as the independ-
ents could rely on  Besides members of parliament
who were excluded, many officers, unwilling to serve
under the new generals, threw up their commussions,,
and unwarily facilitated the project of putting the
army entirely into the hands of that faction
TuoucH the discipline of the former parliamen-
tary army was not contemptible, a more exact plan
was introduced, and rigorously executed, by these
new commanders Valour indeed was very gene-
ra;ly diffused gver the one party as well as the other,
dur: ng this period Discipline also was attained by
the fo.vces of the parhiament But the perfection of
the mil, tary art m concerting the general plans of
action, an,{ the operations of the field, seems stll,
on both s ‘s to have been, 1n a great measure,
wanting H, ‘sorans at least, perhaps from themr
own ignorance wd 1nexperience, have not remarked
any thing but 2 b ®2dlong impetuous conduct, each
party burrying to a battle, where valour and fortune
chiefly determined { 8¢ success The great orna-
Ment of history, durn % these reigns, are the civil,
not the military transact, %P
NEVER surely was a m¢ "¢ singular army assem-
bled, than that ‘which was 5, "O% S€t on foot by the

parliament Tothegreater nun ber of the regiments,
chaplains

* Rush vol, yu p 12( s 127.
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chaplains were not appointed The officers as-CHAP
sumed the spiritual duty, and umted 1t with their
militay functions  During the intervals of action, 1645
they occupied themselves in sermons, prayers, ex-
hortations, and the same emalation, there, attended
them, which, 1n the field, 1s so necessary to support
the honour of that profession  Rapturous ecstasies
supplied the place of study and reflection, and whule
the zealous devotecs poured out their thoughts
mn unpiemeditated harangues, they mistook that
eloquence, which, to their own surprise, as well as
that of others, flowed n upon them, for divine
illuminations, and for illapses ot the Holy Spirit
‘Wherever they weie quartered, they excluded the
minister from his pulpit, and, usurping his place,
conveyed therr sentimeants to the audience, with all
the authoiity which followed their power, their
valour, and their military exploits, umted to their
appearing zeal and fervour  The pnivate soldiers,
seized with the same spuit, employed then vacant
hours 1 prayei, 1 perusing the Holy Scriptures,
in ghostly conferences, where they compated the
Frogress of then souls m grace, and mutually stimu-
ated each other to farther advances in the great
work of their salvation  'When they were march-
ing to battle, the whole field 1esounded, as well
with psalms and spuitual songs adapted to the occa-
sion, as with the istruments of mihitary music,
and every man cndeavoured to drown the sense of
present danger, 1n the prospect of that crown of
glory which was set befoie hun  In so holy a cause,
wounds were esteemed meritorious, death, martyr-
dom, and the hurry and dangers of action, mnstead
of bamishing their pious visions, rather served to
impress theyr minds moie strongly with them
HE royalists were desircus O%J;rowmg aridicule
on this fanaticism of the parliamentary armaes, with-
out

' Dugdale, p 7. Rush. vol v1 p 281
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C H A P out being sepsible how much reason they had to
Wi apprehend its dangerous consequences  The forces
~404, 'pssembled by the king at Oxford, n the west, and
in other places, were equal, if not superior, in num-
ber, to their adversaries, but actuated by a very
‘different spirit  That licence, which had been m-
"troduced by want of pay, had risen to a great height
‘among them, and rendered them more formidable
‘26 therr friends than to their enemies  Prince Ru-
rt, neghgent of the people, fond of the soldiery,
$had mdulged the troops i unwarrantable liberties
“Wilmot, a man of disolute manners, had promoted
the same spirit of disorder And the licentious
Gb!ﬁ:g, Gérrard, sir Richard Granville, now car-
riéd it to a great pitch of enormity  In the west
1ally, where Gormg commanded; universal
poil and havoc were committed, and the whole
¢ountry was laid waste by the rapine of the army
All distinction of parties being 1n 4 manner dropped,
the most devoted friends of the church and ‘mo-
fiarchy wished there for such success to the parha-
mentary forces, as might put an end to these oppres-
sions The country ﬁeople, despoiled of their sub-
stahce, flocked together in several places, armed
‘with clubs and staves, and though they professed
an enmuty to the soldiers of both parties, their hatred
Was 1n most places levelled chiefly agaimst the roy-
alists, from whom they had met with the worst
trédtment' Many thousands of these tumultuary
nts weie assembled 1n different parts of Eng-
nd; who destroyeéd all such straggling soldiers as
they met with, and much mfestedgé\e armies *
Tut disposition of the ferces on both sides was as
follows Part of the Scotush army was employed
an taking Pomfret, and other towns in Yorkshne
Part of it besieged Carlisle, valiantly defended by sn
Thomas

* Rush vol vu p 52 61,62 Whulocke, p 130, 131.
138 135 Gla wdon, vol v p 665
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Thomas Glenham. Chester, where Biron com~C H;
manded, had long been blockaded by s ‘William B2
Brereton , and was reduced togreat difficulties ,The 645
king, bengjorned by the princes Rupert and Mau-

riee, lay at Oxford, with a considerable army, about
15,000 men  Fairfax and Cromwel were posted.at
‘Windsor, with the new-modelled army, about 22,000

men Taunton, n the county of Somerset, de-
fended by Blake, suffered a long siege from sir
Richard Granville, who commanded an army of
about 8000 men, and, though the defence had been
obstinate, the garrison was now reduced to the last
extremity Goring commanded, 1n the west, an amry

of nearly the same number’

ON opening the campaign, the king formed tive
project of relieving Chester, Fairfax, that of reliev-
ing Taunton The king was first in motion When
he advanced to Draiton 1n Shropshire, Biron met
hum, and brought 1ntelligence, that his approach had
raised the siege, and that the parliamentary army
had withdrawn Fairfax, having reached Salisbury
1n his road-westtard, received orders from the com-
mittee of both kingdoms, appointed for the manage-
ment of the war, to 1eturn and lay siege to Oxford,
now exposed by the king's absence. He obeyed,
after sending colonel Weldon to the west, with a
detachment of 4000 men On Weldon’s approach,
Granwville, who 1magined that Fairfax with his whole
army was upon him, raised the siege, and allowed
thys pertinacious town, now half taken and half
burned, to receive relief But the royalists, bemng
reinforced with 3000 hoise under Goring, agamn ad-
vanced to Tauntou, and shut up Weldon, with his
small army, 1n that 1uinous place ® :

Tue king, having effected his pur pose with regard
to Chester, returned southwards, and, n his way,

sat down before Leicester, a garrison of the parlra-
ment’s

'Rush vol vu p 18, 19, &c ™ Ibd p. 28
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cHAP ment's Having made a breach n the wall, he

L}
1645,

lattle of
Naseby

stormed the town on all sides, and, after a furious
assault, the soldiers entered sword 1n hand, and com-
mitted all those disorders to which their natural
wiolence, especially when enflamed by resistance, 1s
so much addicted® A great booty was taken and
distributed among them Fifteen hundred prison-
ers fell into the king’s hands  This success, which
struck a great terror into the parliamentary party,
determined Fairfax to leave Oxford, which he was
beginning to approach, and he marched towards
the king, with an 1ntention of offering him battle
The king, was advancing towards Oxford, mn order
to rase the siege, which he appiehended was now
begun, and both armies, ere they were aware, had
advanced within six miles of each other A council
of war was called by the king, 1n order to deliberate
concerning the measures which he should now
pursue gn the one hand, 1t seemed more prudent
to delay the combat , because Gerrard, who lay in
‘Wales with 3000 men, might be enabled, 1in a
little time, to join the army, and Goring, 1t was
hoped, would soon be master of Taunton, and
baving put the west 1 full security, would then
unite his forces to those of the king, and give them
an mcontestible superiority over the enemy On
the other hand, prince Rupert, whose boiling ar-
dour still pushed him on to battle, excited the
impatient humour of the nobility and gentry, of
which the army was full, and urged the many dif-
ficulties under which the 10yalists laboured, and
from which nothing but a victory could relieve
them The resolution was taken to give battle to
Fairfax , and the royal army immediately advanced
upon him
AT Naseby was fought, with forces nearly equal,
this decisive and well-disputed action, between the
king

* Clarendon, vol. v p. 652
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king and parhament The mamm body of thecma p.
royalists was commanded by the kln% himself The LVIL
right wing by prince Ru‘Pent, the left by sir Mar- \Tw
maduke Langdale Farfax, seconded by Skippon,
placed himself in the main body of the opposite
army GCromwel 1n the right wing Ireton, Grom-
wel's son-n-law, 1 the left The charge was be-
gun, with his usual celerity and usual success, by
prince Rupert Though Ireton made stout resist-
ance, and even after he was run through the thigh
with a pike, still maintained the combat, till ie
was taken prisoner, yet was that whole wing bro-
Lken, and pursued with precipitate fury by Rupert
He was even so inconsiderate as to lose time 1n
summoning and attacking the artillery of the enemy,
which had been left with a good guard of infantry
The king led on his main body, and displayed, n
this action, all the conduct of a prudent general,
and all the valour of a stout soldier® Fairfax and
Skippon encountered him, and well supl;:orted that
1eputation which they had acquired S IFPOH, be-
ing dangerously wounded, was desired by Fairfax to
leave the field, but he declared that he would remain
there as long as one man maintained his ground ®
The infantry of the parhament was broken, and
pressed upon by the king , till Farfax, with great
presence of mind, brought up the reserve, and
renewed the combat Meanwhile Cromwel, having
led on his troops to the attack of Langdale, over-
bore the force of the royalists, and by his prudence
mmproved that advantage which he had gamed by
hus valour Having pursued the enemy about a
quarter of a mile, and detached some troops to
prevent their rallying, he turned back upon the
king’s infantry, and thiew them mto the utmost
confusion  One regiment alone preserved 1ts order
unbroken, though twice desperately assailed by Fair-
fax ,

° Whitlocke, p 146 R Rush vol vi p 43 Whitlocke,
p 145
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CHAP fax And that general, excited by so steady a resist-

ance, ordered goyley, the captain of his life-guard,

164, to give them a third charge 1n front, while he him-

sell attacked them mn rear  The regiment was

broken Fawrfax, with his own hands, killed an

ensign, and, having seized the colours, gave them

toasoldier to keep forhim  The soldier afterwards

boasting that he had won this trophy, was reproved

by Doyley, who had seen the action, Let hum 1etain

that honour, said Fairlax, I have to-day acquired
enough beside @

Prince Rupert, sensible too late of his error,
left the fruitless attack on the enemy’s artillery, and
jJomned the king, whose infantry was now totally dis-
comfited GCharles exhorted this body of cavalry
not to desparr, and cried aloud to them, One charge
more, and we recover the day® Bnt the disadvan-
tages unde: which they labouied were too evident,
and they could by no means be induced to renew the
combat Charles was obliged to quit the field, and
leave the victory to the enemy*® The slain, on the
side of the parliament, exceeded those on the side of
the king They lost a thousand men, he not above
eight hundred  But Fairfax made 500 officers pri-
soners, and 4000 private men, took all the king's
artillery and ammunition , and totally dissipated Els
anfant1y  So that scarce any victory could be more
complete than that which he obtained

AMmong the other spoils was seized the king’s
cabinet, with the copies of his letters to the queen,
which the pailiament afterwards ordered to be pub-
Lished * T[;xey chose, no doubt, such of them as
they thought would reflect dishonout on him  Yet,
upon the whole, the letters are written with delicacy
and tenderness, and give an advantageous 1dea both
of the king’s genius and morals ﬁ mighty fond-

ness,

»

4 Whatlocke, p 145 " Rush. vol vu p 44
* Clarendon, vol v p 656,657 Walker, p 130, 131,
' Clarendon, vol v p 658
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ness, it 1s true, and attachment, he expresses to hisC, H‘ﬁt’
! L\

consort, and often professes that he never would em- o~
brace any measures which she disapproved Butsuch * 1645
declarations of civility and confidence are not,always
to be taken in a full literal sense And so legitimate
an affectipn, avowed by the laws of God apd man,
may, perhaps, be excusable towards 2 woman of
beauty and spirit, even though she was a papust *

THE Athemans, having intercepted a letter written
by their enemy, Philip of Macedon, to his wife,
Olympia, so far from being moved by a curiosity of
pryml% into the secets of that 1elation, jmmediately
seut the letter to the queen unopened Philip mas
not their sovereign , nor were they inflamed with
that violent animosity againgt him, which attends all
civil commotions

AFTER the battle, the king retreated with that
hody of horse which remained entue, first to Here-
ford, then to Abergavenny, and remaned some time
in Wales, from the vamn hope of rusing a body of
mfantry 1n those harrassed and exhausted quarters
Fairfax, having first retaken Leicester, which was 17th June.
surrendered upon articles, began to deliberate conp-
cerning his future enterprises A letter was brought
him whitten by Goring to the king, and unfortu-
nately entrusted to aspy of Fairfax’s  Goring there
imformed the king, that in three weeks he hoped to
be master of Taunton, after which he would join his
majesty withall the forces in the west , and entregted

1

* Hearne has published the following extract from a manuscny:
work of sir Simun D’Ewes, whe was no u ean man in the parlia-
mentary prty  *‘ Qu Thursday, the 30th and last day of this
‘“ ipstant June 1625, I went to Whatehall, purposely to see the
¢ queen, which I did fully all the tmg she sat at dnner I pes-
¢ cerved her to be a most absolute delicate lady, after I had ex-
¢ actly survey'd all the features of her face, much enliven’d by her
¢ radiant gnd sparkling black eyes  Besides, her deportment
¢ among her women was so sweet apd humble, and her speech and
¢¢ lqoks to her other servants so mild and gracious, as I could not
¢¢ abstain from divers deep fetched sighs, to consider, that she

¢ wanted the knowledge of' the true rehigion,” See preface to the
Chronicle of Dunstable, p. 64.
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c HA P him, m the mean whule, to avoid commng to any ge-

1645

20th July

23d July

neral action  This letter, which had 1t been safely
delivered, had probably prevented the battle of
Nuseby, served now to directthe operations of Fair-
fax ¥ After leaving a body of 3000 men to Pointz
and Rossiter, with orders to attend the king’s mo-
tions, he marched immediately to the West, with a
view of saving Taunton, and suppressing the only
considerable foice which now remained to the
royalists
In the beginning of the campaign, Gharles, ap-
rehensive of the event, had sent the prince of
%Vales, then fifteen years of age, to the west, with the
title of general, and had given orders, if he were
pressed by the enemy, that he should make his escape
mto a foreign country, and save one part of the
royal family from the violence of the parliament
Prince Rupert had thrown himself into Bristol,
with an mtention of defending that important city
Goring commanded the army%efoxe Taunton
On Fairtax’s appioach, the siege of Taunton was
raised , and the royalists retired to Lamport, an open
town 1n the county of Somerset Fairfax attacﬁed
them 1n that post, beat them from it, killed about
300 men, and took 1400 puisoners* After this
advantage, he sat down before Biidgewater, a town
esteemed strong and of great consequence mn that
country When he had entered the outer town by
storm, Windham the governor, who had retued
mto the nner, immediately capitulated,and deliver-
ed up the place to Farfax The garrison, to the
number of 2600 men, were made prisoners of war
Fa1rFAX, having next taken Bath and Sherborne,
resolved to lay siege to Bristol, and made great pre-
parations for an enterprise, which from the strength
of the garrison, and the reputation of prince Rupert
the governor, was deemed of the last importance
But,
“Rush vol vu p 49. *Ibid vol vu p 55



CHARLES I 61 .

But, so precarious in most men 1s this quality of cH A @
militaty courage' a poorer defence was not made

by any town durmﬁlthe wholewar And the general 166
expectations were here extremely disappointed No
sooner had the parhamentary forces entered the lines

by storm, than the prince capitulated, and surren- jath Sept
dered the city to Farfax’ A few days before, he Surender
had wiitten a letter to the king, 1n which he unde:-

took to defend the place for four months, if no
mutiny obliged him to surrender it Charles, who

was forming schemes, and collecting forces, for the

relief of Bristol, was astomished at so unexpected

an event, which was little less fatal to his cause than

the defeat at Naseby * Full of indignation, he -
stantly recalled all prince Rupert’s commissions,

and sent him a pass to go beyond sea *

THE king’s affairs now went fast to ruin 1n all
quarters The Scots, having made themselves
masters of Carlisle,” after an obstinate siege, march-
ed southwards, and laid siege to Hereford, but were
obliged to raise 1t on the king’s approach And this
was the last ghmpse of success which attended his
arms Having marched to the relief of Chester,
which was anew besieged by the parliamentary
forces under colonel Jones, Pomtz attacked his
rear, and forced him to give battle While the 24th Sept
fight was continued with great obstinacy, and vic-
tory seemed to incline to the royalists, Jones fell
upon them from the other side, and put them to
rout with the loss of 600 slain, and 1000 prison-
ers® The king, with the remamns of his broken
army, fled to Newark, and thence escaped to Ox-
ford, where he shut himself up during the winter
season.

THE
Y Rush vol vii p 83 * Glarendon, vol iv p 690
Walker, p 137 * Clarendon, vol v p 695 b 28th of

June. ¢ Rush vol. vu. p 117.
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¢ H A P. Douglas, the earls of Annandale and Hartfield, the

o~/

1646.

Defeat of
Montrose

lords Fleming, Seton, Maderty, Carnegy, with
many others, flocked to the royal standard  Edin-
burgh opened 1ts gates, and gave liberty to all the
prisoners there detained by the covenanters Among
the rest was lord Ogilvy, son of Airly, whose family
had contributed extremely to the victory gained at
Kilsyth & X

David Lesly was detached from the army in
England, and maiched to therehef of hus distressed
party mn Scotland  Montrose advanced still farther
to the south, allured by vain hopes, both of rousing
to arms the earls of Hume, Traquaire, and Rox-
borough, who had promised to join him, and of
obtaining fiom England some supply of cavalry, in
which he was deficient By the negligence of his
scouts, Lesly, at Philip-haugh 1n the Forest, sur-
prised his army, much J:.mmlshed 1n numbers, from
the desertion of the Highlanders, w ho had retired to
the hills, according to custom, 1n order to secure
their plunder  After a sharp conflict, where Mon-
trose exerted great valour, his foices were routed by
Lesly’s cavalry * And he himself was obliged to fly
with his broken forces mto the mountains, where
he again prepared himself for new batttles and new
enterprises '

THE covenanters used the victory with nigour,
Their prisoners, sir Robert Spouswood, secretary
of state, and son to the late primate, sir Philip Nis-
bet, sir Wilham Rollo, colonel Nathaniel Gordon,
Andrew Guthery, son of the bishop of Murray, Wl-
liam Murray, son of the earl of Tullibardine, were
condemned and executed The sole crime imputed
to the secretary was, his delivering to Montrose the
king's commission to be captamn general of Scot-
land Lord Ogilvy, who was again taken pn-
soner, would have undergene the same fate, had not

his

¢ Rush vol vii p 230,231 Wshart, cap 13,
 13th of Sept 1645. ' Rush vol. vu p 231,
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his sister found means to procure his escape, byc%p
changing clothes with him~ For this mstance of ha
courage and dexterity, she met with harsh usage 1646
The cgier y solicited the parliament, that more roy-

alists mlg%xt be executed, but could not_obtain their
request ©

ArTEeR all theserepeated disasters, which every-

where befel the royal party, there remamed only
one body of troops, on which fortune could exer-
cise her ngour Lord Astley, with a small army March 22
of 3000 men, chiefly cavalry, marching to Oxford,
n order to jomn the king, was met at Stowe by
colonel Morgan, and entirely defeated, himself
being taken prisoner “ You have done your work,”
said Astley to the parliamentary officers, ¢ and may
“ now go to play, unless you chuse to fall out among
“ yourselves '

TuE condition of the king, during this whole
winter, was to the last degree disastrous and melan-
choly As the dread of ills 18 commonly more
oppressive than their real presence, perhaps in no
period of his life was he more justly the object of
compassion  His vigour of mind, which, though
it sometimes failled him 1n acting, never deserted
him in his sufferings, was what alone supported him;
and he was determined, as he wrote to lord Digby,
if he could not live as a king, to die like a gentle-
man, nor should any of his friends, he sani ever
have reason to blush for the prince whom they had
so unfortunately served™ The murmurs of dis-
contented officers, on the one hand, harrassed their

unhappy
¥ Guthry’s Memoirs  Rush vol vn p 232
'Rush vol vu p 141 It was the same Astley who, before
hecharged at the battle of Edgehill, made this short prayer, 0 Lord '
thou knowest how busy I must be this day  If I forget thee, do nof
thou forget me AnJ'I with that rose up, and cry’d March on boys ?
‘Warwick, p. 229. There were certainly much longer prayers sad
m the parliamentary army , but I doubt if there were so good a ane.
*® Carte’s Ormond, vol . No. 433

Vor. vi1 F
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unhappy sovereign; while they over-rated those
services and sufferings which, they now saw, must
for ever go unrewarded® The affectionate duty,
on the other hand, of his more generous friends,
who respected his misfortunes and his virtues, as
much as hus dignity, wrung his heait with a new
sorrow , when he reflected, that such disinterested
attachment would so soon be exlgosed to the nigour
of his mmplacable enemies epeated attempts,
which he made for a peaceful and equitable ac-
commodation with the parhament, served to no
purpose but to convince them, that the victory was
entnely 1n their hands  They deigned not to make
the least reply to several of his messages, 1n which
he desired a passport for commussioners ° At last,
after reproacﬁm him with the blood spilt during
the war, they told him, that they were preg:rmg
bills for him, and his passing them would be the
best pledge of s inchination towards peace. In
other words, he must yield at discretion? He de-
sired a personal treaty, and offered to come to
London, upon receiving a safe-conduct for himself
and his attendants They absolutely refused him
admittance, and 1ssued orders for the guarding, that
15, the seizing of s person, 1n case he should at-
tempt to visit thém ¢ A new inudent, which hap-
pened 1n Ireland, served to inflame the minds of
men, and to mcrease those calummes with which
his enemies had so much loaded him, and which
he ever regarded as the most giievous part of his
musfortunes.

AFTER the cessation with the Irish rebels, the
king was desirous of concluding a final peace with

them, and obtaining their assistance in England
And

* Walker, p 147 °Rush vol. vu p. 215, &c.
‘?Ibid vol vu p 217 219 Clarendon, vol. iv_p. 744,
% Rush. vol, vu. p 249, Clarendon, vol. iv p. 741,
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And he gave authority to Ormond, lord lieutenant, ¢ H A P.
to promise them an abrogation of all the penal laws \ o <
enacted aganst catholics, to ether with the suspen- 1646,
sion of Poining's statute, with regard to some par-
ticular bills, which should be agreed on Lord
Herbert, created earl of Glamorgan (though his
patent had not yet passed the seals), having occa-
sion for his private affairs to go to Ireland, the
king considered, that this nobleman, bemng a
catholic, and allied to the best Irish families, might
be of service He also foresaw, that farther con-
cessions with regard to religion might probably be
demanded by the bigoted Irish, and that, as these
concessions, however necessary, would give great
scandal to the protestant zealots 1n his three king-
doms, it would be requisite both to conceal them
during some time, an3 to preserve Ormond’s cha-
racter, by giving private orders to Glamorgan to
conclude and sign these articles But as he had a
better opinion of Glamorgan’s zeal and affection
for his service, than of his capacity, he enjoined
lim to communicate all his measures to Ormond ;
and though the final conclusion of the treaty must
be executed only in Glamorgan's own name, he
was required to be directed, 1n the steps towards 1t,
by the opinion of the lord hieutenant Glamorgan,
bigoted to his religion, and passionate for the king’s
service, but guided 1n these puisuits by no manner
of judgment or discretion, secretly, of himself,
without any communication with Ormond, con-
cluded a peace with the council of Kilkenny, and
agreed, m the king's name, that the Irish should
enjoy all the churches of which they had ever been
1n possession since the commencement of their 1n-
surrection , on condition that they should assist the
king in England with a body of ten thousand men.
This transaction was discovered by accident  The
titular archbishop of Tuam being Lilled by a sally_of
the garrison of Sligo, the articles of the treaty were
F 2 found
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cHA P found among his baggage, and were immediately

1646

published every-where, and copies of them sent
over to the English parhament® The lord heu-
tenant and lord Digby, foreseeing the clamour
which would be raised against the king, committed
Glamorgan to prison, charged him with treason for
his temenity, and maintained, that he had acted
altogether without any authority from his master
The English parliament however neglected not so
favourable an opportunity of reviving the old cla-
mour with regard to the king’s favour of popery,
and accused him of delivering over, 1n a manner,
the whole kingdom of Ireland to that hated sect
The king told them, ‘* That the earl of Glamorgan
¢ having made an offer to raise forces in the king-
“ dom of Ireland, and to conduct them mto Eng-
¢ Jand for his majesty’s service, had a commission
“ to that puipose, and to that purpose only, and
¢¢ that he had no commuission at all to treat of any
“ thing else, without the privity and direction of
¢ the lord heutenant, mucl[: less to capitulate any
“ thing concerning religion, or any property belong-
“ 1ng erther to church or laity "  Though this de-
claration seems agreeable to truth, it gave no satis-
factron to the ar%xament , and some historians, even
at present, when the antient bigotry 1s somewhat
abated, are desirous of representing this very inno-
cent transaction, 1n which the king was engaged by
the most violent necessity, as a stain on the memory
of that unfortunate prince *

Having lostall hope of prevailing over the rigour
of the parhiament, either by arms or by tieaty, the
only resource which remained to the king, was de-
rived from the intestine dissensions, which ran very
high among his enemies  Presbyterians and inde-
pendents, even before their victory was fully com-

pleted,

*Rush vol. v, p. 239 * Birch, p. 119,
* See note [B] at the end of the volume
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pleted, fell into contests about the division of thecHAP
spoil, and their religious as well as civil disputes
agitated the whole kingdom 1646
TaE parhament, though they had eaily abolished

episcopal authority, had not, during so long a time,
substituted any other spiritual government 1in 1ts
place, and their commuttees of religion had hitherto
assumed the whole ecclesiastical juisdiction But

they now established, by an ordinance, the presby-
terian model 1n all its forms of congregational, clas- Ecclemast
sual, provincial, and national assemblies  All the cal affors
inhabitants of each parish were ordered to meet and
choose elders, on whom, together with the minister,

was bestowed the entire duection of all spiritual
concerns within the congregation A number of
nelfhbounng paiishes, commonly between twelve

and twenty, foimed a classis, and the court, which
governed this division, was composed of all the
munisters, together with two, three, or four elders
chosen from each paiish  The provincial assembly
1etained an 1nspection over several neighbouring
classes, and was composed entirely of clergymen .

The national assembly was constituted 1n the same
manner, and its authority extended over the whole
kingdom It 1s probable, that the tyranny exer-
.c1sed by the Scottish clergy had given warning not

to allow laymen a place in the provincial or national
assemblies , lest the nobility and more considerable
gentry, soliciting a seat in these great ecclesiastical
courts, should bestow a consideration ypon them,

and render them, n the eyes of the multitude, a
nval to the paihiament  In the infeiior courts, the
mxture of the Jaity might serve rather to tempex the
usual zeal of the clergy ®

Burt though the piesbyterians, by the establish-

ment of parity among the ecclesiastics, were so fai
gratfied, they were demed satisfaction mn several

other
Y Rush, vol, vu, p 224.
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€ H A p other points, on which they were extremely mtent
LVOL The assembly of divines had voted presbytery to be
1645 of divine right The parliament refused their assent
to that decision.” Seldor, Whitlocke, and other
political reasoners, assisted by the independents, had
prevailed mn this mmportant deliberation  They
thought, that, had the bigoted religionists been
able to get their heavenly charter recogmised, the
presbyters would soon become more dangerous to the
magistrate than had ever been the prelatical clergy
These latter, while they claimed to themselves a
divine right, admtted of a like origin to civil au-
thonity The former, challenging to their own order
a celestial pedigree, derived -the legislative power
from a source no more dignified than the voluntary
association of the people
Unprer colour of keeping the sacraments from
profanation, the clergy of all christian sects had as-
sumed, what they call the powe:r of the keys, or the
nfght of fulminating excommunication The example
of Scotland was a sufficient lesson for the pailiament
to use precaution 1n guarding against so seveie a ty-
ranny They determined, by a general ordinance,
all the cases 1n which excommunication could be used
‘They allowed of appeals to parliament from all ec-
clesiastical courts And they appointed commus-
sioners 1n every province to judge of such cases as
fell not within their general ordinance * So much
civil authority, intermixed with the ecclesiastical,
gave disgust to all the zealots
Burt nothing was attended with more umversal
scandal than the propensity of many in the parla-
ment towards a toleration of the protestant secta-
ries The presbyterians exclaimed, that this m-
dulgence made the church of Christ resemble
Noah’s ark, and rendered it a receptacle for all
unclean beasts They nsisted, that the least of
Christ’s

¥ Whitlocke, p 106. Rush vol vu p 260, 261
* Rush, vol. vii. p 210,
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Christ's truth was superior to all political consider-€ %LP
ations” They mamntained the eternal obligation
smposed by the covenant to extirpate heresy and 1646
schism And they menaced all their opponents
with the same nigid persecution, under which they
themselves had groaned, when held in subjection
by the hierarchy .

So great prudence and reserve, 1 such material
pomnts, does great honour to the parhament, and
proves, that, notwithstanding the prevalency of bi-
gotry and fapaticism, there were many members
who had more enlarged views, and paid regard to
the civil interests of society These men, uniting
themselves to the enthusiasts, whose genius is natu-
rally averse to clerical usurpations, exercised so
jealous an authority over the assembly of divines,
that they allowed them nothing but the liberty of
tendering advice, and would not entrust them even
with the power of electing their own chairman or
his substitute, or of supplying the vacancies of their
own members

WaiLE these disputes were canvassed by theolo-
gians, who engaged 1n their spiritual contests every
order of the state, the king, though he entertamned
hopes of reaping advantage from those divisions,
was much at a loss which side it would be most for
his interest to comply with The presbyterians
were, by their principles, the least averse to regal
authority, but were rigidly bent on the extirpatian
of pielacy The independents were resolute to lay
the foundation of a republican governm¥nt, but as
they pretended not to erect themselves nto a na-
tional church, it might be hoped, that, if gratified
with a toleration, they would admut the re-establish-
ment of the hierarchy So great attachment had
the king to episcopal jurisdiction, that he was ever
mclined to put 1t in balance even with his own power
and kingly office,

Bur

Y Rush, vol, vii, p. 308,
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CHAP Bur whatever advantage he might hope to reap
\e~~ from the divisions 1n the parhamentary paty, he
1646 was apprehensive, lest 1t should come too late to
save him from the destruction with which he was
instantly threatened Fairfax was approaching with
a powerful and victorious army, and was takin
the proper measures for laying siege to Oxford,
which must infallibly fall nto %us hands To be
taken captive, and led in triumph by his 1nsolent
enemies, was what Charles justly abhorred, and
every insult, 1f not violence, was to be dreaded
from that enthusiastic soldier v, who hated his person
and despised his dignity  In this desperate extre-
mity, he embraced a measure which, in any other
situation, might lie under the imputation of impru-
dence and indiscretion
MoNTREVILLE, the French mimuster, interested
for the king more by the natural sentiments of hu-
manity, than any 1nstructions from his court, which
seemed rather to favour the parhament, had soli-
cited the Scottish generals and commissioners, to
give protecticn to their distressed sovereign, and
having received many general professions and pro-
mises, he had always transmitted these, perhaps
with some exaggeration, to the king From his
suggestions, Gharles began to entertain thoughts
of leaving Oxford, and flymng to the Scottish army,
which at that time lay before Newark* He con-
sidered that the Scottish nation had been fully gra-
tified 1n all their demands, and having already, n
their own country, anmhilated both episcopacy and
regal authonity, had no farther concessions to exact
from him  In all disputes which had passed about
setthing the terms of peace, the Scots, he heard, had
still adhered to the milder side, and had endeavour-
ed to soften the rigour of the English parliament
Great disgusts also, on other accounts, had taken
Place between the nations , and the Scots found that

* Clarendon, vol v p 750 vol v p 16
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in proportion as their assistance became less ne- € 2 AP
cessary, less value was put upon them The pro-

ess of the independents gave them great alarm, 1666
and they were scandalised to hear their beloved co-
venant spoken of, every day, with less regard and
reverence The refusal of a divine right to pres-
bytery, and the infringing of ecclesiastical discipline
from pohtical considerations, were, to them, the
subject of much offence And the king hoped,
that, 1n their present disposition, the sight of their
native priuce, flying to them 1n this extremity of
distress, would rouse every spark of generosity in
their bosom, and procure him their favour and
protection

Tuat he might the better conceal his intentions,
orders were given at every gate 1n Oxford, for al-
lowing three persons to pass, and 1n the night the
king, accompanied by none but Dr Hudson and
Mr Ashburnham, went out at that gate which
leads to London He rode before a portmanteau,
and called himself Ashburnham’s servant He pass-
ed through Henley, St Albans, and came so near
to London as Harrow on the Hill He once en-
tertained thoughts of entering into that city, and of
thiowing himself on the meicy of the parliament
But at last, after passing through many cross roads,
he arrved at the Scottish camp before Newark *
The parliament, hearing of his escape from Oxford, sth May
1ssued rigorous orders, and threatened with instant
death whoever should harbour or concedl him ®

THE Scottish generals and commissioners affected King goes
great surprise on the appearance of the king  And §.9¢
though they payed him all the exterior respect due camp at
to huis dignity, they instantly set a guard upon him, Me""
under colour ef protection, and ma;gle him n reality
a F: isoner They informed the English parliament
of this unexpected incident, and assured them that

they
* Rushworth, vol, vu p, 267. Whuglocke, p. 209
5
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€ H A P.they had entered mto no private treaty with the

[

king They applied to.him for orders to Bellasss,

1646. governor of Newark, to surrender that town, now

reduced to extremity , and the orders.were instantly
obeyed And hearng that the parhiament laid claim
to the entire disposal of the king’s person, and that
the English army was making some motions towards
them, they thought proper to retire noithwards,
and to fix their camp at Newcastle © -
Tuis measure was very grateful to the king,
and he began to entertain hopes of protection from
the Scots He was particularly attentive to the
behaviour of their preachers, on whom all depend-
ed It was the mode of that age to make the pulpit
the scene of news, and on every great event, the
whale scripture was ransacked by the clergy for pas-
sages applicable to the present occasion  The first
smmster who preached before the king, chose these
words for hus text ¢ And behold all the men of
% Israel came to the king, and said unto him, Why
“ have our brethren, the men of Judah, stolen
“ thee away, and have biought the king and his
¢* household, and all David’'s men with him, ovei
¢ Jordan > And all the men of Judah answered the
“ men of Israel, Because the king 1s near of kin to
“ us, wherefore then be ye angry for this matter?
¢ Have we eaten at all oly the king's cost, or hath
“ he given us any gift > And the men of Israel an-
¢ sweired the men of Judah, and said, We have ten
¢ parts 1n the king, and we have also more night
“1n David than ye Why then did ye despise
“ us, that our advice should not be fust had, in
“ bringing back our king And the words of the
‘ men of Judah were fiercer than the words of the
“ men of Isracl ™ But the king found, that the
happiness chiefly of the allusion had tempted the
preacher

“Rush vol vu p 271 Clarendon, vol v p 23
¢ 2 Sam. chap xix, 41, 42 and 43 verses. Sec Clarendon,
vel v p.23. 24
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preacher to employ this text, and that the cove-cHA p.
nanting zealots were nowise pacified towards him
Another preacher, after reproaching him to his e
face with his misgovernment, ordered this psalm to

be sung.

Why dost thou, tyrant, boast thyself,
Thy wicked deeds to praise ®

The king stood up, and called for that psalm which
begins with these words,

Haye mercy, Lord, on me, I pray;
For men would me devour

The good-natured audience, 1n pity to fallen ma-
jesty, showed for once greater deference to the king
than to the minister, and sung the psalm which the
former had called for

CuarLES had very little reason to be pleased
with his situation He not only found himself a
ﬁnsoner very strictly guarded  All hus friends were

ept at a distance, and no intercourse, either by
letters or conversation, was allowed him, with any
one on whom he could depend, or who was sus-
pected of any attachment towards him The
Scottish generals would enter into no confidence
with him, and still treated him with distant cere-
mony and feigned respect And every proposal,
which they made him, tended farther fo Els abase-
ment and to his rum *

THEY required 