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A

NARRATIVE

OF THE

TransacTioNs in BENGAL,

Tranflation of a Letter from the Nabob
to the Governor. Dated March 26,

1762.

« ¥EXHKOUR friendly letter, dated

:§ x the 17th of Shaaban, I have

Y X% received, and I rejoice at the
news of your welfare. You wrote that,
¢ Mr. Ellis applied to Mharajah Raje-
bullub, as Naib of Azimabad, and ob-
tained from him a letter to Shujan Sing,
the Kelladar of Mongheer, which he
fent him; and that the Mharajah know-

. Vou. II. B ing
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ing himfelf to be Naib, wrote a letter
and gave it ; that the Kelladar would not
fuffer the ferjeant to go into the fort to
look after the foldiers, and made a diftur-
bance for a trifling affair ; that I fhould
write a perwannah to the faid Kelladar,
and order him to fuffer the fort to be
fearched for the foldiers ; and that he be
punifthed in cafe they be found there.”
WHATEVER you write is proper : yet,
from my firft acceffion to the govern-
ment, I have perceived, thatmany Englith
gentlemen were ill affected to me, and
thatthe country wasnot in my own hands.
The caufe of the difaffe@ion of thofe
gentlemen I know not; you may. The
caufe of the country’s not being in my
hands is this; that from the fa&ory of
Calcutta to Coffimbuzar, Patna and
Dacca, all the Englith chiefs, with their
gomaftahs, officers and agents, in every
diftrit of the government, a& as col-
fectors, renters, zemindars and taalogk-
dars, and fetting up the Company’s
colors, allow no power to my officers.

And befides this, the gomaftahs and o-
ther
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ther fervants in every diftri€t, in every
gunge, perganah and village, carry on
a trade in oil, fith, {traw, bambaeos, rice,
paddy, beetle-nut, and ather things;
and every man with 2 Company’s duftuck
in his hand, regards himfelf as not lefs
than the Company. In this cafe I never
can have any authority as long as I live.
Neverthelefs I believed, and affured my-
felf, that you would not liften to what
flanderers might fay of my proceedings ;
and that whenever I write to youabout the
oppreflions of the gomaftahs, you would
punith and keep them within bounds.
But now, from the letters which I have
twice received from you, it is evident
that whatever I write, you regard asa
falfehood ; and that whatever thofe gen-
tlemen write, with a view of vilifying
me, and rendering me contemptible,
that you give credit to. I have no re-
medy.

Rajesvurrus as Naib might have
written, and given a letter about fuch
an affair, when I was not within two or
three days journey of Patna; but whilft

B2 Tam
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1 am-at hand,~ what authority has he to
proceed sin fuchr an affair without my
knowledge ? Therefore he ftrongly de-
nies that he wrote fuch a letter, as you
muft have known before this from his
letter which I' fent you. This circum-~
ftance ought to be enquired into; be-
caufe, if he did write, and give fuch a
letter, and then deny it to me, it is
certain that he had a defign to difturb
the friendfhip between us; and in that
cafe I will punifh him as he deferves, as
‘a warning to other incendiaries. .
‘How could Shujan Sing give liberty
to any one to enter the fort? There is
-a great difference between fending a com-
panyanda fingle ferjeant ; fince, from the
union between us, I look upon the Com-
. pany’s forces as my own, and their forts
‘and mine as the fame : in this bufinefs
-one note or one ferjeant would have been
fufficient. .. What occafion was there for
-fending a company ? I myfelf have never
_entertained a European in the fort, and
-what power has Shujan Sing to, entertain
any wmhout my: kﬂﬁwledgc«L What: fez-

vice
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vice could my affairs reap from four or
fiveEuropeans ? Or what important em-
ployment could I give them, that I thould
‘offend my friends for fo trifling an occa-
fion ? And fince I well know, and you
yourfelf are fenfible, that if I thould ap-
ply to you for two or four hundred Eu-
ropeans, you would immediately grant
them ; why fhould I entertain four or
five in fecret ? And what is Shujan Sing’s
fault ? I have not allowed entrance into
the fort; the reafon is, that Mr. Ellis
commits open alts of hoftility againft
me, raifes calumnies agamft me, corre-
{fponds with my enemies, and inftead of
afingle letter fends two hundred feepoys;
and all that he has written to you is ut-
terly falfe. Ihave made a ftrik enquiry,
and I am certain there is not an Englith
deferter in the fort of Mongheer. Till
you and the gentlemen of the council
do me juftice in this affair, and fend me
{fome perfon from Calcutta to enquire in-
to it, and bring the {landerers to thame,

I will upon no account permit the fort

to be fearched. That gentleman has in-

B3 vented
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vented this falfe charge againft me to-
dey; and you upon his information,
without any enquiry, order me to let the
fort be fearched. Another day, if he
writes that a dependant of yours, or an
European, is concealed in my tent or
houfe, and that I am an enemy of the
Company’s, you will believe him, miif-
truft me, and order me to fuffer a fearch
to be made there likewife.”

Extract of a Letter from the Nabob to
the Governor. Dated May 24, 1762.
“ OU write me, that ¢ by carry-

ing on fo long a correfpondence

in fo trifling an affair, which is nothing
more than, whether fearch thall be made
for fome European deferters; “from
whence you perceive, it is the intention
of fome defigning perfons to breed a dif-
fenfion between me and the Company ;
that if Shujan Sing had permitted the
ferjeant to go inte the fort, and look
for the deferters, there would have been
an end of the difpute ; that I thould be-
lieve you firm to the treaty and your en-
gagements,
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gagements, nor hearken to the fuggef-
tions of defigning perfons, but remove
them from me.”

THovcHu I have ever continued firm
to the treaty, and to my engagements;
though I have maintained my faith to
you inviolable with my heart and foul;
and am refolved whilit I live to perfe-
vere in the duties of friendthip ; yet Mr.
Ellis, from his inveterate enmity againft
me, invents falfehoods, and writes them
to you. It grieves me, that you fhould
pay fuch regard to what he writes, con-
clude every thing that I write to be falfe,
and ftill tell me to let the fort be fearch-
ed; and treat this affair, which is the
greateft mark of indignity and diftruft,
as a trifle.

It is amazing you have not difco-
vered who is the defigning perfon be-
tween you and me. I have no defign-
ing perfon about me. If upon enquiry
any fuch be difcovered, I will punifth
him as he deferves. If I write, that fuch
a perfon in your fociety is the defigning
man, you will not believe me. Before

B 4 this,
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while in the Nabob’s fervice ; who loft

an arm in it, and tells me, he was fent
to this garrifon about fix months ago. I
cxamined this man very particularly
concerning the deferters, and accompa~
nied my queftions with promifes of free+
dom, and a handfome recompence, if he
would difcover to me where they were :
but he abfolutely afflured me, that there
was not only none here at prefent, but
that he had never feen a fingle Europe-
an in the fort fince his coming.

UronN enquiring in the town, the
fame anfwers were returned. From
thefe accounts I am apt to believe, what-
ever deferters may have taken fhelter
there, they have been long gone from
thence. The extreme mifery of the
wretch, to whom 1 offered the gratuity,
feems to confirm this opinion, fince he
fcarcely would have rejected fuch terms
of protection and reward, for declaring
what could in no mamner affe&® him to
his detriment. He is very anxious for
his liberty, which Mr. Haftings intends
to follicit for to-the Nabob.”

THE
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Tue ftile of Mr. Ellis’s letters, was
evidently calculated to inflame the minds
of fuch of the members of the Board,
as had taken up the fame prejudices a-
gainft the Nabob with himfelf, and were
ready to fecond his views. According=
ly, upon all occafions, when thefe re-
prefentations were received from Patna,
fome one was always ready to propofe
the moft violent meafures; for exam-
ple, when advice was received from Mr.
Ellis, of the feepoys being refufed ad-
mittance into Mongheer fort, to fearch
for the deferters, it was propofed; that
an additional number of troops fhould
be fent to force an entrance; and when
Coja Antoon {fent down prifoner by
Mr. Ellis, for purchafing five maunds
of falt-petre) arrived in Calcutta, it was
moved by fome, that he fhould be
publickly whipped 5 and Mr. Johnftone
ftrongly urged, that he fhould have his
ears cut off ; and as there was at this
time a large majority of the Board in
this difpofition, or I may rather fay that,
at this time, I had not even one to fup-

port
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port me, I was in continual apprehen-
fions, that fome violent meafures would
take place, and make an irreparable
breach between us and the Nabob; I
thercfore made it my ftudy, by mode-
ration, to abate this violent fpirit which
prevailed. I forbore to make any re-
marks on the fteps which had been taken
by Mr. Ellis, and could not then be re-
medied ; and rather feemed to approve
of what was paffed, to prevent their
going to greater lengths, and keep
things quiet upon the footing they then
were, until orders could be received
from the Company. Guided by this
principle, when Coja Antoon arrived in
Calcutta, I joined with the reft of the
Board, in approving of Mr. Ellis’s feiz-
ing him; and by that conceflion, brought
them to agree to his being fent back to
the Nabob, and referred to him to be
punithed. In the fame manner, when
the feepoys, fent by Mr, Ellis to fearch
the fort of Mongheer, were refufed ad-
mittance, and had pofted themfelves at
four or five miles diftance, I agreed

with,
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with the Board, in orderjng them to re-
main there quiet, until an; officer was
admitted to fearch for the deferters; and
by repeated reprefentations to the Na-
bob, of the neceflity of his acquiefcing
fo far, at length obtained his confent.
This explanation of the reafons of my
condu&, on thefe occafions, feemed ne-
ceflary, as I think I am more liable to
cenfure, for having fo far approved of
Mr. Ellis’s unjuftifiable proceedings, than
for all the fupport I have given the Na-
bob, in the exercife of his due authori-
ty, although I have been frequently re-
proached with havingdefended the rights
of his government, beyond the bounds
of juftice.

NorwiTHSTANDING all the af-
furances I could give the Nabob, he
was made fo extremely uneafy by thefe
continual infults, that his own people,
and the whole country, could not help
obferving it. Thofe who were difaffe®-
t?d about his perfon, did not lofe the op-
Portunity of encouraging his enemies by
Jeporting, that the Englifh were on the

. point
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point of breaking with him; that they
had fent an army againft Mongheer fort ;
that more forces were coming up from
Calcutta; and that he, unable to con-
tend with the Englith, was refolved not
to return from the Bowjepoor country,
but retire into the Deccan. At the fame
time, they were continually infinuating
to the Nabob, that Mr. Ellis was actual-
1y refolved to attack him, and that Co-
lonel Coote was coming upwith the fame
defign ¥. It is not to be wondered, that
fuch reports, corroborated by the infults
Mr. Ellis had aGually committed, thould
create inthe Nabob ftrong fufpicions; and

altho’

* About this time a confpiracy was deteCted a-
gainft the Nabob’s perfon; which was carried on
by Seeteram Dewan, Sheik Sadoolla Jemmatdar
(two of the Nabob’s chief confidents) and Narain
Sing, and Muttroomul Hircarras. It was difco-
vered by fome intercepted letters from the confpira-
tors to Pulwan Sing, and theother rebel zemindars
of Bowjepoor. 1 fhall infert only one of them,
which will ferve to fhew, by the arguments made
ufe of, the unhappy confequences of Mr. Ellis’s con-
du&, and the encouragement it gave to the Na-
boab’s enemies. -

Tranflation
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altho’Iam per(uaded hehad an entire con-

fidence in my friend(hip, and knew, that
I would do my utmoft to prevent any

infringement of the agreement between
him

Tranflation of a Letter from Seeteram o Raja Pul-
wan Sing, the principal Bowjepoor Rajab.
“ ¥ Lowc much to fee you, I have already wrote
you the particulars, which you have doubt-
lefs perufed. God grant you may foon return to
your own country, and their is great probability
that will foon happen, for the Nabob €oflim Allee
Cawn, and the Europeans, are at variance; and
Mr. Ellis (chief of the Englifh faory at Patna) and
Goorgheen Cawn, are great enemies to each other;
and Mr. Ellis has fent an army of {cepoys to take
Mongheer fort. Inthis fituation the Nabob cannot
remain in this country. It appears, that he will
take the Delly road, on account of the difputes
between him and the Europeans. Shuja Dowla will
fhortly be in pofleflion of this province, and you
will be in poffeflion of your zemindarree; fo make
yourfelf quite eafy.”

As foon as the Nabob had pofeflian of thefe let-
ters, he fummoned Seeteram into his prefence ;
charged him with his crime, in the prefence of
feveral hundreds of people, many of them of dif-
tin&ian, who were affembled on this oceafion, and
preduced other preofs of his guilt, He appealed

te
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him and the Company ; yet he had:ex-
perienced that my power was not fuffi-
cient, and that he depended, as he ob-
ferved in feveral of his letters, on the
will of many, and fome of thofe his ir-
reconcileable enemies.

Noruing is fo difficult as to, re-
move fufpicions of this kind when onge
they have taken root, efpecially if there
be any advifers who have an intereft in
fomenting the quarrel. In fuch a cafe,
every affurance of friendthip is repre-
fented as a defign to deceive and un-
guard, and then to take an advantage
and when fuch reprefentations can be

. firengthened with notorious inftances of
recent affronts, there is hardly a pofii-
bility they fhould not gain credit.

WHILsST

to the aflembly for their fentence on him, which
was unanimous, that he was guilty, and deferved
to fuffer death; and he was executed accordingly.
A few days after Narain Sing, and Muttroonul,
underwent the fame trial, and the fame fate. Sheik
Sadoolla, who was encamped at fome diftance, re-
fufed to obey the fummons. The Nabob detached
a body of forces againft him, with orders to bring
him before him alive or dead. He ftood upon_ his
defence, and was killed.
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TWeriL s thefé fommotions were en-

couraged at Patna, the enemies of the
Nabob were not idle below ; they in-
vented ‘a ‘large parcel of letters, and
handed them to Mr. Batfon, chief of
Coflimbuzar, as copies of a correfpon~
dence between the Nabob, his uncle
Torab Allee Cawn (who was his deputy
at Moorfhedabad) and Coja Petrus, an
Armenian merchant of Calcutta. Thefe
Mr. Batfon tranfmitted to the Board;
they brought with them many marks of
forgery, but one in particular, which
was fufficient to convince me, as they
{poke of a man, who was faid to have
been fent with a meflage from the Na-
bob to me; of which man and meflage
I had never heard. However, all my
affurances had little weight with minds
filled with fuch warm prejudices ; and
it had well nigh been refolved to feize
Coja Petrus, and all his papers, upon
no better evidence than thefe fuppofed
copies, although confuted by their own
contents. KEHowever, it was agreed to
proceed on an eaquiry with the greateft
Yo, II. C fecrecy,
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fecrecy, in order to arrive at fome proof’;
but the more we enquired, the flronger
was the appearance of forgery, although
we could not pofitively trace it to the
firft author.

SucH pains taken to fow diffenfions
and jealoufies on both fides, could not
fail to produce a quarrel, and that very
thortly. Although the Nabob confent-
cd to all that I propofed, with refpe& to
Coja Antoon, that he thould be difmif-
fed his fervice ; and with refpe to the
deferters, that an officer fent by me
thould fearch the fort of Mongheer. Yet
fuch reiterated affronts left upon his
mind a fixed refentment and extreme
uneafinefs, and gave him an unhappy in-
ftance of the ftrength of the party op-
pofed to him, and of my inability to fe-
cure him againft their open and fecret
defigns. And on our-part, although I
was convinced myfelf, that the Nabob had
neither the means nor the inclination to
{et himfelf up againft us; yet fo many
reports were {pread about of an approach-
ing rupture, that many muft neceflarily

be
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be deceived ; fome for want of an op-
portunity of being better informed, and
more by depending on the information
of fuch, as were always willing to be-
lieve what they wifhed, and therefore
gave that turn to every piece of intelli-
gence however inconfiftent with reafon.

SECTION IX.

Mr. Haftings’s Deputation to the Nabob.
The State and Caufes of the Difputes
between the Officers of the Govern-
ment, and our Agents in the inland
Trade.

Reafons of this Deputation. — Inflructions
fo Mr. Haftings.—Mr. Amyatt’s Mo-
tion for an additional Claufe. — Decbate
and Opinion thereupon. —The Claufe a-
greed to. —Copy of it.—Mr. Amyatt’s

Jurther Minute. — Mr. Haftings ar-
rives at the Nabob's camp. —The Na-
bob’s Anfwer to the Board's Mefage.
~Myr. Haftings endeavours ineffectually
o reconcile Mr. Ellis with the Nabob.

C2 —Tws
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—Two Letters on that Subject. —Let-
ter from Mr. Haftings fo the Board.
— Scveral Letters between Mr. Haf-

" tings and Mr. Vanfittart. — Letters

' from the Board to Mr. Haftings and
Mr. Ellis. — Mr. Ellis’s Anfwer. —
Rife of the Difputes between the Na-
bob’s Opficers and our Agents.— Letters
on that Subjeét between Mr. Vanfittart
and Mr. Haftings.—Mr. Hafling» re-
turns to Calcutta.—Complaints from the
Nabob and hbis officers, regarding our
Agents and Gomaftabs.

HINGS could not ftand long up-

2 on the point to which they were
now brought. Every word and a&ion
of the Nabob’s was conftrued into a de-
<laration of a defign againft the Englith;
and particularly from the chiefand coun-
cil at Patna fuggeftions of this kind were
frequent ; whilft, on the part of the Na~
bob, every oidinary motion of ours was
rcprefented to him in fuch colors, as
would moft add to his apprehenfions of
our intending to break with him. This

lurking
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lurking difeafe, if not, {peedily removed,
muft foon break out with violence; and
the moft eﬁ"eé’cual remedy I judged,
would be to fend a perfon, in whom the
Nabob had great confidence, to affure
him, that his fufpicions of our intend-
ing to break with him were groundlefs ;
to defire him not to give ear to thofe
who ftudied to reprefent every thing in
the worft light; to advife him to forget
what had paffed between him and Mr.
Ellis ; and finally to endeavor to bring
about a reconciliation between them; in
which good work I hoped Mr. Ellis
would readily join. With thefe views
I propofed to the Board, to fend Mr.
Haftings on a deputation to the Nabob;
which was agreed to, and the following
inftru&ions prepared.
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Copy of the Governor and Council's In-
Sructions to Mr.Haftings. Dated Cal-

cutta, March 15, 1762.

‘s E have obferved, for fome time

paft, an uneafinefs or jealoufy
in the Nabob’s conduct, which we can
attribute to nothing but the falfe reports
and reprefentations of mifchievous per-
fons ; and being defirous of convincing
him, that we wifh for nothing more,
than to preferve the prefent tranquility
of the country, to avoid all difputes,
and to conform to the terms of the trea-
ty fubfifting between him and the Com-
pany. We think proper to depute you,
in whom the Nabob has great confi-
dence, to make him thofe affurances on
our behalf.

AT the fame time we fthould be ex-
tremely glad to difcover who have been
the fecret authors of this growing jea-
loufy. Weimagine, there may be fome
as well amongft the perfons living under
our prote&tion, as about the Nabob’s
perfon. You may affure the Nabob, that

W<e
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we fhall feverely punith thofe who be-
long to us, whenever we can fix the
guilt ; and you will ftrenuoufly recom-
mend to him to do the fame on his
part.

Tue fooner you can fet out on this
commiflion the better, that the bad ef-
fe@s, which the want of confidence be-
tween us and the Nabob might occafion
in the country, may be prevented.”

Tue next Council day but one, Mr.
Amyatt made a motion in the following
terms.

¢« MR. Amyatt recolleéts the Prefi-
dent mentioned, that twenty lacks of
rupees were promifed by Coffim Allee
Cawn to the Board ; but that he would
not confent to this money’s being re-
received till the debt to the Company
was paid : as that is now fatisfied, Mr.
Amyatt is of opinion, it fhould be made
a part of Mr. Haftings’s inftructions, to
endeavor to recover the promifed twen-
ty lacks of rupees; and when recover-
. C 4 ed,
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edy that inflead of being diftributed a=~
mong(tthe membersof the Board, which
cauld not fail raifing a fufpicion, that our
affents to the revolution were bought,
the money fhould be brought to the cre-
dit of the Company.”

As Mr. Amyatt could not fincerely
think the Company had a right to make
fuch a demand upon the Nabob, it is
“impoflible to affign any other reafon for
this motion, thdn an intention of fruf-
trating, by fo unjuft and vexatious a dif~
pute, the good end propofed from Mr.
“Haftings’s deputation, and effectually
fhutting up all the ways of reconcilia-

,tion, by a demand, which every one
knew the Nabob would reje& with afto-
. pifhment. However, Meflieurs John-
ftone and Hay joined heartily in this
demand ; and whether they thought ma-
. gor Carnac’s opinion would add weight
-*to their refolutions, or whether they
* Were unwilling to deprive him of a fhare,
in every opportunity of infulting the
" Nabob; or whether it was the major’s

own
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own defire to be a party on this occafion;,
it was moved ¥, that he thould be called
to the Board, although it is very certain,
according to the Company’s regulations,
he could not fit there on fuch a fubje&.

Tue

* 'The following is the fubftance of the debate,

upon the motion for calling major Carnac to the
Board upon this occafion.

.

< Mr. Johnftone moves, that the opinion of the
colonel and major fhould be afked, with regard to
the inftruétions to be given to Mr. Haftings. .

The queftion being put, whether the cotonc
and major fhould be defired to attend ?  ~ .7

Mef. Hay, Johnftone and Amyatt are of opi-
nion, the Company’s intention, in their fixty~third
paragraph, mentioning military affairs and matters,
rclative thereto, implies, that colonel Coote and
major Carnac are to be prefent, and “confulted in
affairs of fuch publick nature, as deputations, al-
hances, and in drawing up inftructions, for whoever
may be fent in fuch publick charafler, on the-part
of the Board, when the national honer, and the
Company’s bufinefs, are interefted. The Governor

* thinks, that the Company’s inftritiéns, in the

fixty-fourth paragraph of teir commandsy of the

13th of March, 1761, are very plain,, that.neither

colonel Coote, nor major Carnzc, are members ei-

¢her of the Board, or Select Committec, e‘cceptmg
ir-cafts wheré military affhirs ‘only" are uhder de-

N bateo
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THE opinions given by the feveral
members, and by myfelf, with refpe&t
to the propofed demand, were thefe fol-
lowing.

Myr. Hay’s Minute.

¢ As it appears to me, from the Pre-
fident’s declaration, that the bond for
this money was given to the members of
the Board, that were then prefent in
Calcutta, and that Mr. Holwell was
one of them; from its being the only
advantage gained by the treaty with Cof-
fim Allee Cawn, except his promife to
get the Nabob Meer Jaffier Allee Cawn
to make over the revenues of the lands,
now

bate, Thefe are the words of the Company’s let-
ter, and need no explanation; and are apparently
intended to limit the meaning of the word relative,
which ftands in the foregoing paragraph, and which
can be underftood only of negotiations to be carried
on with any foreign power, with a view to fome pro-
je&ed military operation. He thinks the inftruc-
tions to Mr. Haftings are no ways relative to mili-
tary affairs ; yet it is not at all difagreeable to him
to have the advice of thofe gentlemen, if the reft
of the Board think it will be for the good of the
Company.”
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now poflefled by the Company, for the
maintenance of our troops in his fer-
vice 5 and that the only expence and rifk
of putting in Coffim Allee Cawn, for
which he promifed and gave a bond
for thefe twenty lacks, muft fall on the
Company. I think, that they have an
undoubted right to the money, and that
it thould be demanded of the Nabob on
their account; and in cafe he refufes
payment on account of the bond’s being
returned, that he thould be made to un-
derftand, that it was returned without
proper authority, and not by an order of
the Board.”

Myr. Johnftone’s Minute.

¢« MR. Johnftone thinks Mr. Haft~
ings fhould be direted to afk this fum,
promifed by Coflim Allee Cawn, in con-
fequence of fervice to be rendered him
by the reprefentatives of the Company,
and by their power and influence, which
may therefore be confidered as the Com-~
pany’s due; otherwife, the proceedings
of their fervants, in the advancement of
Coffim
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Cdflim ‘Allee Cawn, would be liable ‘to
the “flifpicion, that their motives were
other than thofe they have declared ;
that when Coflim Allee Cawn tendered
his bond to the members then prefent in
Calcutta, the Company might have ex-
pe&ed their agents to have accepted and
transferred it to their account, from the
fame fpirit of difintereftednefs, as the
only immediate advantage then offered,
efpecially as the Company ran the rifk,
and fupplied the force and expence re-
quired for this revolution : and he joins
i opinion with Mr. Hay, that as the
bonds were not returned by a regular
deed of the council, the amount may
fill be demanded and recovered of the
Nabob.”

' M A yor Carnac is of opinion, the
demand propofed to be made to the Na-
Bob, by Meflieurs Amyatt, Johnftone,
and'HMay, of the twenty lacks, ought to
Be'done, were it only in juftification of
themfelvés ; for, however innocent the
gedtlémen of* the Board may be, the
word probably infagines, that they have

-1 all
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all received fome pecuniary confidera«
tion, in return for having appointed Cof-

fim Allee Cawn to the Subahdarree ;
whereas, from this demand being made,
the contrary will appear upen record. If
the Nabob refufes, which I think hg
will and ought, we are juftified at once;
and if he grants it, there is {o much
gained to the Company.”

. The Prefident’s Minute.

“ TuaT a right judgment may be
formed, whether the demand propofed
by Mr. Amyatt, to be made.upon the
Nabob of twenty lacks of rupees is rea-
fonable or not ? It feems neceflary to re~-
¢ite here all the circumftances of the
cafe, on which he would found the claim:
I have informed the Board more than
once, and particularly in confultatian
January 12, 1761, that Cofim Alleg
Cawn (now the Nabob) at the, time of
concluding the treaty with him, in thg
month of September, 1760, defired to
make a prefent to myfelf, and. the
other gentlemen of the Sele@ Commit-

tee,
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tee, then at Calcutta. I have as often
mentioned, that I immediately and ab-
folutely declined the faid offer, for my-
felf and the reft of the gentlemen, ob-
ferving to Coflim Allee Cawn, that in
the agreements entered into with him,
we had no other view, but the reftoring
order to the country, and fettling a more
certain fund for fupplying the unavoid-
able expences of the Company, then fo
ill provided for, that our troops at Pat-
na had been fome months without their
pay; at the fame time, that the Nabob’s
own affairs were in fo diftreffed a condi-
tion, that he was every day in danger of
Yofing his life, by the mutinous attempts
of his troops.

Tue paper which Coffim Allee Cawn
delivered me, containing this propofal, I
returned the very moment I had read it.
It was wrote in Perfian ; and, to the beft
of my recolle&tion, was to the follow-
ing purport : ¢ That three months af-
ter his appointment to the neabut, or de-
puty government, under the Nabob, Jaf-

fier Allee Cawn, he wouid give twenty
lacks
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lacks of rupees to Meflieurs Vanfit-
tart, Holwell, Caillaud, Sumner and
M<Gwire.” Thefe four gentlemen en-
tirely approved of my refufal of this of-
fer ; and what I {2id on the occafion to
Coffim Allee Cawn, who was however
a good deal furprized and uneafy at it.
Afterwards at Moorfhedabad, when Jaf-
fier Allee Cawn declared his refolution
to retire to Calcutta, and Coffim Allee
Cawn was proclaimed Subah of the pro-
vinces, he renewed the fame offer, and
I again declined it in the fame terms,
adding, that if he found himfelf capable
of raifing money enough to anfwer the
monthly payments of the Company’s
balance, and fatisfy the troops of Jaffier
Allee Cawn, and had befides any thing
to {pare, he might make the Company
a prefent of five lacks over and above his
agreements, to be fent to Madras, to
help to defray the expences of the army
before Pondicherry ; to which he imme-

diately confented.
AsBouT two months after, the Na-
bob fent me a compliment of a bill for
25,000
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25,000 rupees, upon the occafion of the
birth of my fon. I laid this before the
Board, in confultation January 12, 1761,
and declared, that as I had reje@ed for
myfelf, and the other gentlemen of the
Selet Committee, all offers of private
emoluments, and had not received a
fingle rupee from the Nabob, fo neither
would I, while a doubt fubfifted with
refpect to the money he had engaged to
pay the Company, or the long arrears of
his predeceflor’s troops ; accordingly, the
25,000 rupees were paid into the Com-
pany’s treafury.

Since that, the Nabob has, by fur-
prifing diligence in the regulation of the
affairs of his government, difcharged not
only the payments due to the Company,
with the addition of the promifed five
lacks, but has alfo fatisfied his prede-
ceffor’s and his own troops, notwith-
ftanding the ceffion to the Company, of
Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chittagong,
made a very large deduction from his
revenues.

THE
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Tue amount the Company have re-
ceived from the Nabob, is about twenty-
fix lacks of Sicca rupees *, as per receipt
in full, entered after confultation Fe-
bruary 8, 1762. And from the faid
countries ceded as before-mentioned, we
have received to the 31ft of January
laft, above fifty-three lacks of current
rupees -, as per abftrated account tran{-
mitted to the honourable Court of Di-
reCtors by the Warren. After this, I
cannot fee upon what pretence we can
demand of the Nabob a further fum of
twenty lacks of rupees. If we were in
diftrefs for money for carrving on the
Company’s affairs, and were on that ac-
count under a neceffity of requefting of
the Nabob to lend us fuch a fum, I have
that opinion of him, as to think that he
would comply with the requeft if in his
power ; or even give it, if fuch an ap-
plication was to be made to him as a fa-
vor requefted for the Company.

* A Sicca rupee is worth about 2s. 8d. 3, reck-

oning the current rupee at 25 4d.
+ A current rupee is reckoned worth 2s. 4d.

Vor. Il D AND
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AND on the other hand, if the de-
mand of fuch a fum is fet up without
the leaft plea, I think he will not only
excufe himfelf from complying with fo
unreafonable a claim, but will alfo look
upon it as a mark, that we are not in-
clined to obferve on our part the treaty
which he has fo well fulfilled on his;
and in which it is agreed, that we fhall
afk nothing more than the monies there-
in promifed, and the ceffions therein fti-
pulated. Confequently fuch a demand
would very much add to the uneafinef$
which the Board have of late obferved
in the Nabob, and which, one and all,
have cxprefled a defire of finding out
the caufe of, and removing. The de-
mand now propofed tends to aggravate
that uneafinefs inftead of removing it.
I hope fuch is not Mr. Amyatt’s view in
making the propofal; but it is hard to
conceive from what motive it can have
proceeded.  Certainly it is not from
pure regard to the Company, nor from
any convi¢tion of the juftnefs of the

claim ; for he never thought of offering
the
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the Company what he received of the
Nabob Jaffier Allee Cawn’s prefent to
the Council and Committee ; nor ever.
gave it as his opinion that the Company
had a right to it.

For my own part, I think that nei-
ther the Company nor I, nor any other
perfon, have any other claim or demand
upon the Nabob of any fort, that there
is not even an appearance of juftice in
Mr. Amyatt’s propofal, and that the pro-
fecution of it could have none but bad

confequences.”

Tue Majority of the Board agree-
ing, that the propofed demand fhould be
made upon the Nabob, the following
poftfcript was accordingly added to Mr.
Haftings’s inftructions.

« AN p we further diret you, to ap-
ply to the Nabob for the twenty lacks
of rupees, the amount of the bond he
gave at the time the treaty was made
with him, to the members of the Sele&t
Committee then prefent in Calcutta; to

D2 which
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which fum, notwithftanding they re-
turned the bond, we conceive the Com-
pany have a title. You will therefore
ufe your beft endeavors to recover the
fame as foon as pofiible, as the tranqui-
lity of the country, by the fuccefs of
our arms, has undoubtedly enabled him
to difcharge the above obligation.”

Mr. Amyatt judging it neceflary to
make fome reply to the arguments con-
tained in my minute, it is here infert-
ed, left it thould be faid, that any thing
is omitted, although not material to the
prefent fubject.

< The minute given in by the Prefi-
dent the 22d of March, has not in the
leaft altered the fentiments of Mr. A-
myatt, in regard to the demand pro-
\pofed by him to be made from Coffim
Allee Cawn, of the twenty lacks of
rupees for the ufe of the Company, as
he finds nothing in the minute to inva-
lidate the reafon which induced him to
propofe that the demand {hould bemade;
nor
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nor did any minute or expreflion of Mr.
Vanfittart’s ever imply fuch money was
not to be received, but the contrary, and
only refted the payment of it to the
Nabob’s generofity, after his other ex-
pences were defrayed, which was not
ritking much ; for while we remain fo
powerful in this country, fuch a promife
the Nabob will look on as binding as a
bond, and the taking a bond might
have bad appearances ; foritis acknow-
ledged, that a paper was received from
him, containing a promife of twenty
lacks of rupees to Mefl. Vanfittart, Cail-
laud, Holwell, Sumner, and M<Gwire.
Now it is not to be imagined, that he
would have offered fo large a fum to thefe
gentlemen, to the exclufion of the other
members of the Council and Selet Com-
mittee (an offer before unprecedented)
but as a confideration to engage them to
conclude with him a treaty, from whence
he was to reap fo much advantage, with-
out regarding the opinions ot the reft of
the Board. As therefore they could have
no right to receive money upon fuch

D3 terms,
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terms, and Mr. Amyatt is willing to be-
lieve they have not; if they thought
proper of themfelves to fign a treaty on
the part of our Honorable Mafters, the
confideration for fo doing ought to be
paid ta thofe who were to be the only
lofers, in cafe of ill confequences arifing
thencefrom.

Tue parallel between the prefent re-
ceived by Mr. Amyatt in common with
the whole Board, as well as with the
army and navy ; and this of twenty lacks,
intended for five gentlemen only, is as
unjuft, as it would be to make a parallel
between the two revolutions ; the one
eftablithed in confequence of the over-
throw of a common enemy ; the other
in dire¢t breach of the former engage-
ments ; the a& of only part of the
Council, and to which, had all the mem-
bers been confulted, the majority would
probably have obje&ted. Mr. Amyatt
wifhes he could agree with the Prefi-
‘dent, that the Nabob is well difpofed
towards us ; if that were the cafe, there
would be no neceflity at this time of our

fending



Tranfaitions in BENGAL. 39

fending Mr. Haftings up to him. The
whole tenor of his condu¢t demonftrates
the contrary; he is keeping up, and
daily increafing a rabble of an army, at
an immenfe expence; which he can do
from no other motives, but from diftruft,
and a defire of being independent of us,
as he may command, by virtue of the
treaty, the fervice of our troops for all
occafions. He now remains at the ex-
tremity of the country, through his fuf-
picions of us; and in order to be at a
greater diftance from our fettlements, has
determined on removing the feat of his
government to Rajemahl; and indeed it is
no wonder he thould entertain thefe {uf-
picions, as he can have no fecurity that
we will keep our faith with him, bet-
ter than we did with his father-in-law,
to whom we were bound by engage-
ments, more {olemn than thofe fince en-
tered into with him ; nor can he ever
acquit himfelf of his own treachery to
Jaffier Allee Cawn, which muft ever
keep alive the fufpicions now burning in
bis heart. Mr. Amyatt does not allow

D 4 the
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the fmalleft degree of merit to Coffim
Allee Cawn, for having difcharged the
payments due to the Company and his
troops; his being in a condition to do
fo, was entirely owing to the happy
change of affairs by the defeat of the
Shahzada. The fame fuccefs would
have equally enabled Meer Jaffier to do
fo. But moreover, Coflim Allee Cawn
has taken the opportunity of the tran-
quility of the country, to commit the
moft unheard of exactions and opprefli-
ons ; and (as a further proof of his re-
gard for us) more particularly againft
fuch as were our avowed friends ; Ram-
narain, with many others, are now the
unhappy inftances thereof, by the giving
up of whom, and becoming in every
thing fince fubfervient to the Nabob’s
views, without keeping up any intereft
or friendfhip with any other of the lead-
ing men in the country; there is not a
man of any rank or confequence, as dare
fo much as vifit, or have the leaft con-
ncction with any of our chiefs or com-

manders,
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manders, as their letters to the Board af
different times can teftify.”

To which I only anfwered thefe few
words to clofe the fubject.

<« Tug Prefident begs leave to ob-
ferve, that the treaty entered into with
Coffim Allee Cawn, properly came un-
der the province of the Sele& Commit-
tee, and all the members thereof, who
were prefent in Calcutta, were unani-
mous in their opinion of it. As to the
remarks on the confequences of that
treaty, they are the fame as have alrea-
dy been often mentioned; and upon
which we may expe&t fhortly the fen-
timents and direGions of our Honorable
Matiters.”

M&r. Haftings fet out the gth of A-
pril onthis commffion, andarrived at Pat-
na the fecond of the month following ;
here he expeced to have met Mr. Elis,
and to have conferred with him upon the
fubje& of that gentleman’s late difputes
with the Nabob; .but he was then at
Singia, acountry-houfe aboutfifteen miles

diftant
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diftant from the factory ; and continued
there during the whole time of Mr. Haf-
tings’s ftay at Patna, which was five days.
Diiappointed of this interview, Mr. Haf-
tings proceeded to Serferam, where the
Nabob then lay encamped, and delivered
to him the fubftance of the commifiion,
which he had received from the Board.
The Nabob .expreffed much offence at
the charge of his having thewn a jea-
Ioufy of the Englifh, and liftened to the
fuggeftions of thofe who ftrove to create
a mifunderftanding between him and the
Company. He declared with warmth,
that though he had caufe to complain of
individuals amongft the former, yet he
regarded the Englith in general as his
beft friends, and the Company as his
fupport ; and that he knew of no perfon
that firove to create a mifunderftanding
between him and the Company but Mr.
Ellis, repeating all the grievances which
he had fuffered from that gentleman.
He afterwards gave Mr. Haftings a reply
m writing, to the meffage which he had
brought, in the following terms.
Tranflation
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Tranflation of the Nabob’s Reply to the
Reprefentations of the Board.

¢ HAT you, gentlemen, fhould

unreafonably demand twenty
lacks of rupees of me, furprizesme great-
ly. This is a behavior unbecoming men
of dignity, in whom it is doubtlefs im-
proper, after having refufed a thing, to
repent of 1t, and demand it in the name
of their mafters. It is true, I formerly
offered to give fuch a fum to Mr. Van-
fittart, and fome other gentlemen; but
they pofitively refufed to accept it, fay-
ing, ¢« We are well-withers of the Com-
pany, and defire nothing for ourfelves;
give the Company the three provinces of
Burdwan, &c. and that is f{ufficient.”
Now moft of the gentlemen, to whom I
made this offer, have left the country ;
and as to the one or two who ftill re-
main here, I do not think that they will
demand it of me. You, Sir, who are
come to this place to bring fo unjuft a
claim, on what pretence, and with what
defign do you do fo? You oughttokeepin

view,
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view, gentlemen, the agreement I made
with you, in relation to the affairs of the
Company ; wherein, when I agreed to
give them the three provinces of Burd-
wan, &c. you promifed, on their part,
and gave it me in writing, that after hav-
ing received thefe provinces, you would

not afk a * farthing more of me.
Havinc accordingly fully complied
with my agreements, I did befides, at
the inftance and defire of Mr. Vanfittart,
and of my own free will, give the Compa-~
ny five lacks of rupees over and above ;
willing thereby to give Mr. Vanfittart
a credit with the Company, and that
they might regard me as their friend in
every refpect. By the grace of God, I
have compleatly fulfilled the treaty, and
have not, in a fingle inftance, deviated
from it. Yet, gentlemen, notwithftand-
ing this treaty you folemnly made with
me, and ratified with the feal of the
Company, you now demand a fum of
money from me, which I have never
borrowed

~ % In the-original a dam, the fortieth part of a
rupes,
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borrowed of you, nor obliged myfelf to
pay ; nor have you, in any manner, the
leaft claim on me. I owe nobody a fin-
gle rupee, nor will I pay your demand.
This new cuftom which you are endea~
voring to fet up, in violation of the trea~
ty between us, this cuftom fo calcu-
lated for raifing a difturbance, I will
not admit nor hear of.

You fay, that I fhould remove out of
my mind, whatever jealoufy I may have
of the Englith. This particular furpriz-
ed me much ; for from what, that I haye
faid, does this jealoufy appear? And who
has reported fuch a falichood to you?
It is proper that you fhould make dué
enquiry into this affair. I have before
wrote to the Governor, of the proceed-
ings of your dependents; and it is the
way of the world, that amongft fathers
and fens, brothers, friends and intimates,
differences will fometimes arife, but
foon give place to friendfhip and bene-
volence; nor were any of thefe matters
of fuch confequence, that from them
you fhould fufpe& my fincerity, and

. fend
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fend me a meflage fo different from the
rules and language of friendfhip.

Y ou are pleafed to fay, there are mif-
chievous and malevolent men, who pro-
pagate fcandalous ftories of you, gen-
tlemen. I have before wrote repeated-
1y, that whatever villain, in my counfels,
dare fpeak ill of you before me, the mo-
ment he were known, he fhould be punifh-
ed. Now if fuch an one is known to you,
gentlemen, write me his name, that I
may make an example of him. Many
new faCories have been eftablithed in
every part of the country, both on the
Company’s account, and by private gen-
tlemen ; and a trade carried on in all
forts of goods, fuch as it was never yet
the cuftom to trade in. To this day,
neither I nor my people, have ever of-
fered them the leaft obftruction, nor
caufed them the lofs of one rupee. It
grieves me, that without caufe or en-
quiry, you, gentlemen, fuffer fuch fuf-
picions to take place in your hearts, and
declare them ta me, your friend. Who
it is belonging to yourfelves, that is con-

tinually
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tinually fpeaking ill of me, propagating
calumnies againft me, and reprefenting
me to you as your enemy, is not unknown
to you. The acts of violence committed
by Mr. Ellis before my face ; the infults
on my people, and the difturbances raif-
ed in the country ; my authority render-
ed contemptible to all Indoftan ; and ob-
ftru&ions thrown in the way of every
bufinefs of the government, in the pro-
vince of Bahar. All thefe have I fully
reprefented in my letters to Mr. Vanfit-
tart from the beginning till now, norfhall
I dwell on fuch a fubject afrefh ; becaufe
I am well perfuaded, that Mr. Vanfit-
tart, and the gentlemen of the Council
will make a ftri&t enquiry into this af-
fair, and bring to condign punifhment
whoever, without caufe or reafon, has
alted as my enemy ; that, for the fu-
ture, no one may give interruption to
my bufinefs, nor interfere in the affairs
of my government. Until you make
enquiry into his behavior, and bring
him to punithment, my authority will
never be eftablithed.

v You
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You fay, I fhould look upon the
friendfhip and treaties of Englifhmen as
fincere and inviolable. I have been long
convinced, gentlemen, that our friend-
fhip would by no means be interrupted ;

_and in fpite of the mifchievous flanders
of malicious men, the foundations of
our amity would be unfhaken ; becaufe
I know for certain, that the Englifh ne-
ver break their treaties and agreements,
and that all their enquiries are fincerg
and impartial.”

As this reply taxed Mr. Ellis by
.name, with being the author of all the
animofities then fubfifting between him
and the Council, and in terms which
left no room for any future reconcilia-
ion, Mr. Haftings (that the firft defign
of his vifit might not be fruftrated in
the beginning) prevailed upon the Na-
bob to confent, that he fhould defer
fending it to the Board, till he had writ-
ten to Mr. Ellis, and founded his dif-
pofition with refpeé «o the means of
putting an end to the difference between

themg
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them. He acordingly wrote to Mr. El-
lis the following letter.

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Haftings to
* Mr. Ellis. Dated Serfaram, May 13,
1762.

« I T was a difappointment to me,
that I could not fee you at Patna
before 1 proceeded to the Nabob’s camp.
You cannot be ignorant of the commif~
fion which I have received from the
Board, with which my inclinations fo
heartily concur, that I fhould have
eagerly embraced every occafion to create
a good underftanding between the Nabob
and every perfon employed in any part
of confequence under the Company ;
knowing how eflential fuch a temper is
to the fuccefs of our affairs, I was in
hopes, that a meeting with you might
have enabled me the more effeCtually to
promote this defign, as you could have
inftruted me with the caufes of the late
difagreements between yourfelf and the
Nabob; and pointed outfuch expedients,
as were themoft likely to remedy them.
Vou. II. E Your
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Yoeur motives for denying me that
opportunity (which, though but as a
compliment due to a member of your
own Board, I might have expected) are
beft known to yourfelf. However, fet-
ting afide all perfonal confiderations, I
am yet willing to give you and the warld
a proof of my defire to remove évery
occafion of diftruft or diffenfion which
may difturb the public affairs, in offgr-
ing you freely my affiftance, to promeote
a better difpofition between the Nabob
and yousdelf, than I find at prefent fub-
fifting. .

I wirr not conceal from you, that
he charges you with attempting to breed
a difagreement between him and the
Company ; and has declared it in his
reply to the meflage, which I carried
him from the Board.

I conrEss, Iam not pleafed te in-
terfere in fuch a fubjet; but would
rather with to conciliate matters, were
it in my power. For this reafon, I
have deferred delivering the Naboh’s re-
ply in my letters to the Board, till F ¢~

' ceive
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ekive your anfwer, with which I hope
to be foon favered.”

Do shis Leetter Mr. Ellis made the follow-
ing Reply. Dated Singia, Mgy 17,
1762.

e X AM  this moment favored with

’ yours of the 13th. It was im-

poflible fer me to know, that our meet-

ing was in any degree neceflary, unlefs
“you had told me fo; for to this time'l
am no furtheracquainted with what com-
miflion you have received from the Board,
than what was once mentioned in & pri-
vate detter, viz. to remove the Nabob’s
jealoufies ; neither do I think any mem-
¥dr of the Board could reafonably ex~
pect thit I thould pay him the compli-
ament ' of travelling fifteen males at this
feafon, when he never advifed me of his
approach, without which 1 could bt at

o vertainty, either as to the time of his

wrrival, of ftay at Patna; and indeed

ommon report informed me, of your
havingfet 6ut for theNabob’s cap fome

dayb befors-at-feems you did.

CL7ES E 2 THE
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Tue laudable defire you exprefs, of
removing every occafion of diftruft or
difagrecment that may difturb the public
affairs, be affured, fhall meet with every
affiftance in my power; nor can you
with more ardently for the effecting fo
good a work than I do myfelf. The caufes
of the Nabob’s late behavior 1 cannot
account for ; unlefs it be, my not hav-
ing concurred in fentiment with thofe
gentlemen who raifed him to the muf-
nud. Irom the time of my taking
charge of the Company’s affairs in this
province, I have ever been folicitous to
keep up a harmony and good under-
ftanding, not only with the Nabob, but
‘his officers; they on the contrary have
been moft induftrious to deftroy it. Twice
has the city of Patna been alarmed with
4 report, that the Englith intended to
attack it; and in confequence thereof,
guns mounted, guards augmented, gates
{hut, and admittance denied to every one
belonging to the factery ; and all this
without the leaft plaufible pretence what-
ever being given. The falfehoods in-

duftrioufly
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duftrioufly propagated of my defizn to
take Mongheer you can be no ftranger
to, nor the ridiculous light in which
they appear.  On all occafions the Eng-
lith are reprefented as the Nabob’s great-
eft enemies; and it is notorious, that no
man who values his favor dares appear
in the factory.
- Tue Nabob accufes me of attempt-
ing to breed a difagreement between him
and the Company ; after what he has
accufed other gentlemen of, nothing of
this kind is furprizing. However, a ge-
neral charge amounts to very little. This
term he has g.ven, without any grounds,
to my feizing Coja Antoon. I had he-
fore made repeated complaintsi to him
of the interruption given our bufinefs;
which being little or not at all regarded,
it became a duty incumbenton me o take
other meafures, for fecuring one of the
moft valuable branches of the Company’s
commerce. Of the infults received in the
feizure, detention, and lofs of my beats,
I have acquainted you; as likewafe the
affront the Nabob has given me, in not
E 3 anfwera
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anfwering my letters; but notwithftand-
ing the firft or fecond inftance of this
kind, I continued writing to him on
bufinefs, till my hircaras were ill treat-
ed in his camp.

THe firft grand ftep towards obtain-
ing the defired end, will be for the Na-
bob to remove from about his perfon all
thofe who at prefent pcifon his mind
with falfe and idle ftories. Let him ef-
teem the Englith as his beft and only
friends, and as fuch place an entire con-
fidence in them. If any caufe of difguft
appears, let him apply to thofe who are
intrufted with the management of the
Company’s affairs to have the matter
cleared up, which he may always be af-
fured of. For my own part, I fhall ne-
ver do any thing, but what I will affert
to him and the world; and I appeal to
Rajebullub, or any other perfon in office
at Patna, whether upon any complaint
being lodged againft our fervants under
my jurifdiGtion, I have not given them
a fpeedy and ample fatisfaction ; and all
I defire is, that they would act in the
' fame

[
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fame manner towards the fervants of the
government who infult and treat usill.
This would create a mutual confidence,
and put an end to the prefeat diffen-
fions.”

IT is plain from this letter, that Mr.
Ellis thought of nething lefs than a
peaceable accommodation ; and to at-
tempt it any longer might only ferve to
make matters yet worfe, by adding fuel
to the mutual refentment already fuf-
ficiently inflamed. Mr. Haftings there-
fore judged it necedlefs and improper to
oppofe any longer the Nabob’s defire ;
that his reply fthould be fent to the Board.
He accordingly difpatched it with the
following letter, and fent Mr. Ellis a
copy of the part of it, which concern-
ed him, inclofed in a letter, which he
wrate to him at the fame time, of which
I fhall allo infert an extract.

E 4 Copy
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Copy of a Letter from Mr. Haftings fo
t’e Governcr and Council. Dated Jam-
moce, Muiy 24, 1762.

€« FPON myarrival at the Nabob’s

camp, I informed him of the
fubftance of my inftructions, and added
fuch affurances, as I judged moft condu-
cibie to remove any diftruft that might
have arifen in his mind.  His reply I
have the honor to tran{mit to you, in the
inclofed paper, which T received from
him, figred with his own hand; and I
fhall wait your fuither commands for my
conduét, in relation to the matters con-
tained therein.

I wirr ret take upon me to judge
of the difputes which have arifen be-
tween the Nabob and Mr. Ellis; nor
am I properiy qualified to give my fen-
timents upon them, being as yet only
acquainted with the complaints of the
former. But I think I cannot better ac-
quit myfelf of the tatk which you have
enjoined me, and which my duty to the
fervice requires from me, than by offer-

mng
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ing my opinion in general, that in all
‘differences between the Company’s fer-
vants, or inferior agents, and the go-
vernment, 1f proper juftice cannot be
obtained from the Nabob, or thofe au-
thorifed to ac&t under him, application
fhould be made to the Board, and no
perfon be allowed on any pretence to ufe
violent means for the redrefs of his own
grievances ; this method, till lately, has
been conftantly and univerfally obferved
in all our concerns, not only before the
reftoration of the Company’s privileges,
but by thofe who have fince had the ad-
miniftration of their affairs, and who
will hardly be fufpe¢ted of having neg-
le&ed the honor of the nation, or the
intereft of their employers. In effe@, it
is only by referving to yourfelves the pri-
vilege of deciding on all matters of con-
tention, that the authority of the Board
can be maintained, or the publick tran-
quility fecured.”

Extra&
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Extraét of a Letter from Mr. Haftings
to Mr. Ellis. Dated Jammore, May
27, 1762.

« AD your reply to my firft letter
contained any circamftance that

would have ferved to remove the unfa-
vorable opinion, which the Nabob has
conceived of you, from the late contefts
between you, I fhould gladly have pur-
fued the fentiments with which I under-
took my prefent commiffion; and have
endeavored to perfuade the Nabob, to
omit the mention of your name, in his
reply to the meflage which ¥ brought
him from the Board. But as you have
propofed nothing but what, if infifted
upon, would have widened the breach,
inftead of clofing it ; and all his letters
to the Governor have been filled with
complaints of your behavior, which he
has declared he will not retraék, I have
left him to purfue the di€tates of his
own refentment. This complaint hav-
ing been fent through my hands, I will
deal fo open with you, as to give you
this
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this timely notice of it, by fending you
an extract of that part of his letter which
concerns yourfelf.”

T o thefe I will add fome other letters
of my correfpandence with Mr. Haftings,
which relate to the difputes between the
Nabob and Mr. Ellis, and thew the pains
ineffetually taken tomake peace between
them.

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Haftings

to the Governor. Serfaram, May 13,
1762.

«“ Y Desirep Mr. Ironfide to inform
you yefterday of our arrival at Ser-
faram on the gth inftant. I proceeded
directly to the Nabob’s tent. He re-
ceived me with great politenefs, and en-
quired in a friendly manner after your
health. This vifit pafled only in general
converfation. The next evening I open-
ed to him the fubject of my commiffion
from the Board, which I gave him in
writing, and pretty nearly in the cor-
refpondent words of the letter, the poft-
{cript
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fcript excepted, which I read to him
from the original, and (not without fome
difficulty) explained to him.

Hr exprefled much diffatisfattion,
that he fhould be charged with enter-
taining a jealoufy of the Englith, which
he faid, argued fome mifbehavior in him
towards them, as the confequence of
fuch fentiments ; and challenged me to
mention onc inftance of his having be-
trayed 2 want of confidence in the Com-
pany, or deviated from the treaty with
them. Ttis true, he added, he had fre-
quent fubje&t of complaint againft the
Englith dependents ;5 but that made no
alteration in his engagements with their
principals, or his particular obligations
to you. Hc was as little pleafed with
the affertion, that the people about his
perfon had given occafion to any differ-
ence betweenhimand the Englith. Hede-
fired that they might be named, and de-
clared, thaton whomfioeverfuchafaét was
proved, he would put him to death. But
(proceeded he) ¢ If you are yet at a lofs
to know who it is amongft yourfelves,

that
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that ftrives to create a mifunderftanding
between us, I will name him. It is
Mr. Ellis, who, by his alts of viclence
committed on my {fervants, and the un-
provoked attacks, which he is daily mak-
ing upon my authority, has not only
given cncouragement to my enemies, and
the difaffe¢ted people in my own fervice,
but has given occafion to fuch reports
to the difcredit of my government, at
the court of Shuja Dowla, as might be
of the worft confequence to my affairs.”
WiTtn regard to Mr. Ellis, I am at

a lofs how to a‘t; his behavior, in my
opinicn, ha been fo imprudent, and
his difureébon to the Nabeb fo mani-
feftly inveterate, that a proper repre-
{entation cf it, cannot fajl to draw upon
him the {evereft rofentment of the Com-
pay. Lotbelides my averfion to violent
meufures, the length of time before the
Company’s notice of thefz affairs could
rezch us, and the fupport that the moft
glarmg mlfcondu& in, him would meet
with from a majority ‘of the Board, have
inclined me rather to makc choice of
fuch
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fuch means, as may be more likely to
conciliate, than inflame our mutual ani-
mofities. With this view I have wrote
to Mr. Ellis a letter, of which the in-
clofed is a copy, and will acquaint you
with his anfwer. If he accepts of my
offer, I will do him every good office
that I can with the Nabob. If he de-
clines it, I will not only let the Nabob
purfue his own meafures, but will even
join him, in endeavoring to confute the
afperfions which have been made ufe of,
to ruin his credit with the Company.”

Extraél of a Letter [rom the Governor to
Mr. Haftings., Duated May 26, 1762.

< Hap the pleafurc to receive this

morning your favor of the 13th.
TheNabob’sanfwertoth: reprefentations
you made him on the part of the Board,
is exactly uniform with all his former
declarations, in regard to the difputes
that have arifen between him and Mr.
Ellis; and this uniformity is a ftrong
proof with me, that he fpeaks with a

good confcience, and has reafon on his
fide,
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fide. However, as I love peace and
quietnefs, and have learnt to make al-
lowances for the different tempers and
paffions of different men, I approve en-
tirely of your endeavors to conciliate
matters between the Nabob and Mr.
Ellis, and wifh, that the laft may ac-
cept of your good offices; if not, you
can do no otherwife than reprefent ful-
ly to the Board, the Nabob’s anfwer to
the fubje&-matter of your infiructions.”

Extrail of a Letter from Mr. Haftings
to the Governor. Dated Jammore,
May 26, 1762.

€ THE world, judging only from
facts, fees the Nabob’s authori-

ty publickly infulted; his officers im-
prifoned; {eepoys fent againft his forts;
and is told, that the chief of the Eng-
lith, in thefe parts, difavows the Nabob’s
right to the Subalithip. The obvious
end of fuch fymptcms is an cpen rup-
ture. The Nabob’s enemies receive en-
couragement from this hope; and the
traitors about his perfon, ufe it as an
argument
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argument to them to perfift in their re-
volt. Shuja Dowla is informed, that the
Englith have actually commenced hofti-
lities with the Nabob ; nor need I take
notice how fatal fuch a notion might
prove to the Nabob and to us, wasnot
Shuja Dowla too much engaged with o-
ther defigns, to take advantage of the
weaknefs of this government.

WHEN I accepted of this commif-
fion, I pleafed myfcif with the hopes of
being an inftrument of reconciling all
differences between the Nabob and the
Englith, and putting an end to all ani-
mofities. This I now find an impofii-
ble tafk ; the gentlemen who have taken
upon them to condemn his promotion,
have too publickly proclaimed their dif-
approbation of that meafure, and their
hatred to the Nabob, which have been
repcated to him, probably with cxagge-
rations. He has been told, that Mefl.
Amyatt, Ellis, and Carnac, have in
their letters to their * friends in Eng-

land,

* The Nabob’s expreffion was, that they had

wrote to the Company, which, at this time, nci-
ther
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land, ufed every argument to procure an
order from the Company, to annul the
meafures taken in favor of him ; and re-
prefented his character in the moft hate~
ful terms ; that Mr. Fullerton was alfo
charged to affift in perfon their project
of depofing him; and that they have
fworn together to his ruin; that they
have difcovered a flaw in his title to the
Subahthip from our treaty, &c. &c.
True or falfe, the Nabob has received
thefe ftories from their intimatc acquain-
tance, who may have forged a part, but
could not have invented the whole.”

I nap always flattered myfelf with
the hopes, that the Company’s ap-
probation of the revclution in favour
of Meer Coffim would have becn
fuch, as to have reftrained the defigns
of the party formed againft him; and

ther Mr. Haftings nor I had any conception of, as
po fuch letter had pafled thro’ the ufual channel;
but it fcems he meant the letter which had been
written privately by thofe gentlemen, and fome o-
thers of the Council, to the Seleét Committee in
England ; which has fince appeared in print.

Vou. II. F thefe
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thefe hopes were greatly encouraged by
the letter which arrived in the month of
April; but the fecond, which arrived
not till 2 month after, was exprefled in
fuch ambiguous terms, as might eafily
be conftrued by a party {pirit into a dif-
apprrohation of it.

Tue following arc extracts of both
letters.

Extract of the Company's general Letter
to Beugal. Dgred June 19, 1761.

“« PON perutal of the faid feveral
letters and papers, we have the
agreeable fatisfadtion oi finding, that the
great revolution in the Subahfhip there-
in-mentioned, has been and is likely to
prove greatly advantageous to the Com-
pany. We have not now time to enter
into any particulars on this happy event ;
and can therefore only recommend, and
leave it to you, to a& in fuch manner
s thall be moft for the Company’s in-
terelt.
WE clearly fee, that this revolution
has been happily brought about, princi-

pally
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pally by the good conduct and addrefs of

our Prefident Vanfittart; and we ac-
cordingly fincerely and heartily return
him our thanks for his great fervices, and
difinterefted behavior on this occafion.”

Extraét of the Company’s gemeral Letfer
to Bengal. Dated September 30, 1761.

“« HIS is the third revolution in
Bengal, wherein the very being

of the Company has bcen, and from
their confiquences may ftill be at a tlake.
Your advancing Jaffier Allec Cavn to
the Subahthip, in the rocm of Serajah
Dowla, was undoubtedlya neceflary mea-
fure, as well for the good of the coun-
try in general, as the intereft of the Com-
pany in particular. Your afterwards de-
pofing Jather Allee Cawn, and fetting
Cofiim Allee Cawn in his room, we hope
alfo was done with the fame view. Up-
on this prefumption and confidcncee, that
no other motives whatfoever had any
influence upon you. We muit leck
on the meafures purfued on this ‘occation
as unavoidable ; at the fames time we
F 2 cannot
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cannot help obferving, that it is by the
great regard the Company have always
had to a faithful obfervance of their a-
greements, they have acquired and hi-
therto preferved a reputation with the
natives of India.  We could have with-
cd thercfore the fituation of affairs would
bhave admitted keeping terms with Jaf-
ficr Allee Cawn, that ¢cven the leaft han-
dle for @ pretence might not have been
oficred to prejudiced prople, to make ufe
oi to throw any rcefleCtion upon the
tianfadtion.”

Tnr gentiomen who had joimned a-
gamnil the Nabob, did not {uil to turn
this lafl paragraph to theirown purpofe
publithing 1t throughout the country
with their own interpretations, and con-
filently declaring, that the next ftep
vould bean entire difavowal of his pro-
metien, with orders In cenfequence to
re:tore Nvicer Jamier. Thefe declarations
fvon reacned the INNabob's ears, oo no
coult t won intended; and BMird Tiotings
Lo ied me of the effcdt that it h'..u up-

Chi
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on the Nabob very {foon after in the fol-
lowing letter.

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Haflings
to the Governor. Duated Mongheer,
July 14, 1762.

« I INFORMED you fome time ago,

that the natural inference which
might be drawn from the extract of the

laft letter from the Company, was [o

little in favor of the Nabob, or the late

revolution, that I had evaded giving him

a tranflation of it; and only told him,

that the Company had applauded the

meafures which had been taken in his
promotion, and recommended the firict-
eft union and harmony with the new Na-
bob, for a prevention of the like necef-
fity, and for the credit of our faith. Not
many days after, the Nabob himf:If re-
peated to me the whole fubfance of that
extra@& with fuch hightenings, as a party

{pirit would naturally give to it; and

told me, that Mr. Ellis had declared,

that this difapprobation of the revolution
would be followed by an order from the
Company
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Company to overfet it ; and that he ex-
pected great changes when the next thip
arrived.  The Nabob’s good fenfe made
it no Jifircult matter for me to fatisfy
Lim how imiprobable fuch an event was ;
but 1 mention this only to thew, how
every occalien s catched at, to fupport
the credit of an inveterate faction; and
I fuppofe this will hardly be attributed
to the Nabol’s invention, or that of the
people about him.”

Artuouvcu the many endeavers ufed
to accommodzte the differences between
the Nabob and Mr. Ellis had proved in-
effe¢tual ; and I faw T had it not in my
power to give the Nabob any fatisfaction
for the injuries complained of, I was de-
firous of trying the only expedient yet
left, that of engaging the Nabob to
ferget what was pafled, and could not be
remedied ; and, on the other hand, to
engage Mr. Ellis, to live on better terms
for the future, and refrain from renew-
ing the difputes by freth provocations.
With this view I propofed to the Board,

to
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to make an application to this effe® to
the Nabob, through Mr. Haftings ; and
to give frefh injunctions to Mr. Ellis,
which was accordingly done in the fol-
lowing letters.

Copy of a Letter from the Governor and
Council (Mzf. Vanfittart, ¥ M <Gwire
and Hay) to Mr. Haftings. Dared
July 8, 1762.

< E have received a letter from
Mr. Ellis, advifing us of the

Nabob’s refufal of his vifit 3 and the Pre-
fident at the fame time acquainted us
with the reafons the Nabob gave you for
this refufal. We have received alfo ano-
ther letter from Mr. Ellis of the 2sth,
advifing us, that Rajah Nobit Roy, upon
his appointment to the Neabut of the
Bahar province, was forbid by the Na-
bob to pay him the ufual compliment of
a vifit. The fum of the Nabob’s reafuns
is this, that having had indignities offer-
ed him by Mr. Ellis, and having made
F 4 publick

.* Who was juift at this time reftored to the fer-
vice.
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publick complaints againft him, he
thought it would be abfurd to receive a
friendly vifit from him. We mention-
ed in our laft letter to you, the reafons
given by Mr. Ellis for thofe proceed-
ings, of which the Nabob fo much com-
plains, viz. his fending feepoys to Mong-
hcer, and his feizing Coja Antoon. We
fhall not now repeat thofe reafons, as it
is not our intention to call to mind old
fubjects of difpute, but rather to thew
the Nabob, through your means, the
neceflity of forgetting them, and endea-
voring to cftablifh a general good under-
ftanding.

W may fay, both of the Nabob and
Mr. Ellis, that they have been too ready
to give credit to reports injurious to each
other; and this it 1s ealy to fee has
been the reafon why things of them-
felves, of little confequence, have been
made objelts of fuch violent contefts. If
fults are thus exaggerated by reports, in
the compafs of thefe provinces, what
may we not expec to be faid of themin
other parts of Indoftan? Certainly no-

thing
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thing lefs, than that the difputes between
the Nabob and the Englith chief at Pat-
na, foretell a breach of the friendfhip
between the two governments ; and this
may cncourage his enemies and ours to
attempts, which otherwife they would
not dare to meditate; nay, this has al-
ways been the Nabob’s own argument,
and a very juft one, altho” he now feems
to confider it a private quarrel between
him and Mr. Ellis; we think it can by
no means be regarded in this light, be-
caufe in its confequences it muft affect
the public ; for it fuch a rooted ill-will
between the MNabob, and one of the
Company’s principal fervants, is {uffered
to prevail, the cvil cannot but increafe,
and the flame {pread daily ; more of the
dependents of each government will in-
fenlibly adopt the motives of each party ;
and a {ucceflion of prejudiced minds will
arife, prepared to take every opportuni-
ty of fomenting the quarrel, and render-
ing it at length irreconcileable. We de-
fire therefore that you will ufe your ut-
moft endeavors, by the arguments which

we
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we have now mentioned, and all others,
that may occur to difpofe the Nabob feri-
oufly and heartily to do his part, towards
the difpelling of all animofities ; we have
as ftrenuoufly recommended to Mr. Ellis
to do his part, fo that we hope a cordial
and friendly intercourfe may in future
{fubfift between them.

But fhould this, contrary to our
hopes, be found impracticable, we fhall
at leaft expect, that the difputes between
them be fo far accommodated, as to
be concealed from the world ; and that
all the ufual ceremonies, and publick
marks of reipe&, be reciprocally paid
and rcceived. So much is abfolutely ne-
ceffaryboth forthe Nabob’sreputationand
the Company’s; and we may add, that
the fafety and tranquility of the Nabob’s
government is more particularly con-
cerned.  Mr. Ellis, by propofing a vifit
to the Nabob, on his arrival at Patna,
paid the reipe@ due from his ftation to
the rank of the Subah; and we hope
the Nabob, after having this our advice
explained to him, will not again omit

the
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the compliment due from him to a mem-
ber of this Board.”

Copy of a Letter from the Governor and
Council (Me/f. Vanfittart, M‘Gwire
and Hay) to Mr. Eilis. Dated July
8, 1762.

‘¢ E have received your letters of

the 23d and 25th inftant ; the
firft advifing of the Nabob’s refufing
your vifit; the other of his forbid-
ding Nobit Roy, to pay you that com-
plament upon his appointment to the
Neabut of the Bahar province. Mr.
Haftings tfianimitted to the Prefident, by
the Nabob’s defire, his reafons for re-
fufing your vifit; of thefe we fend you
a copy, and purpofely avoid entering into
any debate upon them; as inftead of re-
calling to mind paft difputes, we are cn-
deavoring to thew the Nabob and you,
the neceflity of having them entirely
forgot, and a general good harmony ecfta-
blithed.
Incrosep we fend you a copy of our
inftructions to Mr. Haftings on this fub-
je&t.
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jec. The reafons therein contained, will
convince you how much the tranquility
of the country, and confequently the
good of the Company, is interefted, in
putting an end to thefe animofities. An
intercourf{c between the Nabob and you,
{o far as it regards your public charac-
ters, is abfolutely neceffary, and we thall
always infift on i1t 5 but we with for more,
and ftrenuoufly recommend to you to let
nothing be wanting, on your part, toe-
{tablith ahearty friendfhip between you.”

Mr. Ellis, inftead of complying with
fo falutary an advice, perfifted always in
the fame violent {entiments, and wrote
the following anfwer to the Board.

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis to the
Governor and Council. Dated July 23,
1762.

¢ H AvEe been favored with yours of
I the 8th, inclofing an extra&t of

Mr. Haftings’s letter to the Prefident,and

a copy of your inftru&ions to that gen-

tleman, which I fincerely wifth may have

the
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the defired effe¢t; but fear the Mabob
has acted too long without controul, to
liften now to any advice however falu-
tary.

TuouGH I never hope to beon a
footing of friendthip or intimacy with
the Nabob, yet knowing how neceflary
it was for the Company’s affoirs, and
more particularly fo for his own, to fave
appearances, I did not think he would
have refufed an interview, which, in-
ftead of occafioning a quarrel, as he ab-
furdly obferves, might perhaps have laid
the foundation of a future good nnder-
ftanding ; but it feems he can conftrue
the occafion of complaints that have a-
rifen, either into a public concern, or a
private quariel with Mr. Ellis, as may
beft fuit his own conveniency.

ANy overtures that the Nabob may
make towards a reconciliation I fhall
readily embrace; but after the munner
in which I have been treated by him,
none can come from me, without being
greatly derogatory to the public charac-
ter I have at prefent the honor to bear.

b
CATAAI

L
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Rajaun Nabit Roy has been permit-
ted to pay me the compliment of a vifit,
which I have returned.”

A rRECIPROCAL animofity, which car-
ried itfelf to fuch public aés of violence,
but too loudly proclaimed itfelf to the
world ; and it was foon known, or at
leaft univerfally believed, that a party
was formed amongft the Englith, and
that a very powerful one, whofe aim was
to overfet the Nabob; and the frequent
quarrels raifed with him, were looked
upon as the effects of that defign.  As
upon fuch occafions, the dependents ne-
ver fail to adopt the fentiments of their
{upcriors, nothing was heard of all over
the country but outcries on the onc
hand, againft the tyranny and opprefii-
ons of the Englifh and their gomaftahs;
and on the other, againft the infolence
and encroachments of the Nabob and
his officers. Hence arofe a frefh matter
of contention, more dangerous than any
of the paft, becaufe it was not confined
to one place, nor regarded mere points

of
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of honor, but was diffufed throughout
the whole country, and touched the ten-
dereft part of felf-intercft on both iides,
the very being of the Nabob’s govern-
ment, and the freedom of thc Englith
commerce. In effe@, this proved the
crifis of the long depending conteft
and became, from the vinlence with
which it was carried on, the caufe of
the rupture which the party fo carncitly
withed for, little attending to the un-
happy confequences which it might, und
which T am forry to fay, it actunlly
did produce. This became the fubject
of many of the letters which paticd be-
tween Mr. Hattings and me, whilft he
remained with the Nabob, {ome of the
moft material are here felected.

Copy of a Letter from Myr. Haftings ro
the Governor.  Dated Bauglepoor,
April 25, 1762.

“Y Bec leave to lay before you a

grievance, which loudly culls for
redrefs, and will, unlefs duly attendcd
to, render ineffe¢tual any endeavors to
create
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create a firm and lafting harmony be-
tween the Nabob and the Company. I
mean, the oppreflions committed under
the fanGion of the Englith name, and
through the want of f{pirit in the Na-
bob’s f{ubjects to oppofe them. This
evil, I am well aflured, is not confined
to our dependents alone, but is practifed
all over the country, by people falfely
affuming the habits of our feepoys, or
calling them{clves our gomaflahs. As
on fuch occafions the great power of the
Englith intimidates the pcople from ma-
king any refiftance; {o, on the other
hand, the indolence of the DBengalecs,
or the difficulty of gaining accefs to thofe
who might do them juftice, prevents our
having knowledge of the opprefiions,
and encourages their continuance, to the
great, though unmerited fcandal of our
government.

I HavE been furprized to meet with
feveral Englifh  flags flying in places
which T have pafied; and on the river,
I do not bclieve that T paficd a boat
without one. DBy whatever title they

have
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have been aflumed (for I could only truft
to the information of my eyes, without
ftopping to afk queftions) I am fure
their frequency can bode no gond to
the Nabob’s revenues, the quiet of the
country, or the honor of our nation,
but evidently tends to leflen each of
them.

A PARTY of feepoys, who were on
the mar¢h before us, afforded f{ufficient
proofs of the rapacious and infolent {pi-
rit of thofe people, where they are left
to their own difcretion. Many com-
plaints againtt them were made me on
the road ; and moft of the petty towns
and ferais were deferted at our approach,
and the fhops thut up, from the appre-
henfions of the fame treatment from us.

Y ou are fenfible, Sir, that it is from
{uch little irregularities, too trivial per-
‘haps for public compiaint, and conti-
nually repeated, that the country pcople
are habituated to entertain the moit un-
favorable notions of our government;
and by them the Englith credit {uffers
much more than by matters which are

Vour. Il G made
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made of greater confequence in the de-
bates between the Nabob and us.

You have already pointed out one
method, by which the truth of the com-
plaints againft our gomaftahs, may be in-
quired into and redrefled, which I fhall
not fail to reprefent in a proper manner
to the Nabob. But nothing I fear will
reach the root of thefe evils, till fome
certain boundary be fixed between the
Nabob’s authority and our privileges.

W as I to fuppofe myfelf in the place
of the Nabob, I thould not be at a lofs
in what manner to prote& my own
fubje&s or fervants from infults; but
whilft the principle prevails, thatno point
(however little beneficial to ourfelves) is
to be given up to the Nabob; and that
his authority upon every occafion fhould
be checked for the fecurity of our
own, I fhould hardly venture to pro-
pofe to any one, befides yourfelf, to
reftrain the power of our gomaftahs, to
the immediate concerns of the Company
or their fervants, to which we ourfelves
are limited by our firmaun, and our trea-

ty
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ty with the Nabob ; and where any per-

fons, affluming the Englith name, are
guilty of a&s of violence or opprefiion to
any of the Nabob’s fubjeéts, and with-
in his jurifdi€ion, that the magiftrate
take fuch meafures as his office, and the
matter in queftion, may require for pre-
venting them, without making any dif-
tin&ion in fuch cafes betwixt our agents,
and the dependents of the government.

As the power of executing juftice
muft be lodged fomewhere, and our fer-
vants, if injured, have always the means
of appealing, we may be certain, that
the magiftrates will be very cautious how
they give any fuch caufe for complaint, as
may endanger their difmiffion, which
thould be infifted on as the flighteft pu-
nithment for any notorious perverfion of
juftice.

WiTH regard to the abufe of our flag,
in defrauding the government of its du-
ties, I know no method fo likely to
prove effectual, as thofe which have been
repcatedly recommended, and which 1t
is needlefs for me to mention.

G 2 IsnaLL
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.+I.swaaL forbear faying any-thing
fully to the Nabgb, concerning the com-
plaints againft gur people, till I am fa-
vored with your further opinion on this
fubje&, that I may know from thence
how far I am to proceed towards fettling
this point with the Nabob, and prevent-
ing all future differences, that may arife
from the prefent uncertain and perplex-
ed fituation of affairs.”

Extrait of a Letter from the Governor
to Mr. Haftings. Dated May 2, 1762.

INCE I wrote you laft, I have

been favored with yours of the

18th of Aprilfrom Dewanferai, 2 3d from
Shahabad, and gsth from Ba,uglepoor
The ob,qu,vanons contained in the laft,
concerning the unjuﬁ authority exercifed
all over the country in the Englith name,
deferve, immediate attention. Indeed I
have always thoughtit a great grievance,
“injurious to the Nabob in his revenues
and, government, and to us in pur repu-
tation. You know too that I have done
all in my power to remedy it., I have
frequently
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frequently requefted of the Nabob,’ to
make the Drogas of the ~Chokeys do
their duty more carefully, and “oblige
every boat to produce my- duftdck, or
that of the chief of one of our fa&ories;
and where no duftuck appears, to ﬂ:op
them till they pay the cuftoms.

- Tue Nabob wrote me, that the Dro-
gas of his Chokeys were afraid to ftop
a boat with Englith colors, and that
the peons in the boats would not ftop.
Whereupon [ fent him, according to
his requeft thirty duftucks, or orders
under my hand and feal, importing, that
all boats fhould be ftopped, and either
produce their duftuck, or pay the duties.

Very likely the Drogas of the Cho-
keys are unfit for their office; they thould
be men capable of diftinguithing a real
duftuck from a counterfeit, and of judg-
ing, by the date, whether it has been
already returned, and fallacioufly made
ufe of a fecond time; to prevent which,
an indorfement fhould be made at every
Chokey upon every duftuck that paffes;
and where a boat carries Englifh colors,

« G 3 without
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without having a duftuck, it thould be
ftopped, and the property particularly
enquired into; and if it is found to be-
long to a fubje& of the Nabob, I think
he would do right to confifeate the
whole ; if to a fubje of ours, the Dro-
ga thould fend it back with a guard
to the firft Englith faGory, with a letter
to the chief, defiring, that the flag might
be taken away, and the proprietor, pe-
on, or mangee, who was guilty of the
abufe, punifhed. I really can think of no
other precautions for putting a ftop to
this evil, unlefs it be to place Chokeys
of my own at convenient diftances,
with writers furnithed with the above-
mentioned inftructions for examining the
duftucks, &c. and which, if the Na-
bob thinks it will be ufeful, I am ready
to do at fuch places as he fhall point out.
T HE number of boats thould likewife
be compared with the duftuck, and the
quantity of goods, in each boat, exa-
mined with as much exa&itude as the
nature of them will admit; and where
it is found to exceed the quantity men-
tioned
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tioned in the duftuck, the overplus thould
be confifcated.

THE extravagant power, fet up by
our gomaftahs in many partsof the coun-
try, is an abufe equally demanding re-
drefs; and it would be but juft and fair,
to defire the Nabob to order his fouge-
dars, and other officers, to take cog-
nizance of thefe irregularities, and pre-
vent by force (if neceflary) their inter-
fering in any affairs of the government.
Could thefe fougedars and other officers
be depended on ; and we be affured they
would not make ufe of that force to take
away the weavers, and otherwife impede
the Company’s bufinefs, I fhould im-
mediately advife and confent to this mea-
fure, which indeed is the natural, andI

. fear the only effeCtual remedy, and is
what the Nabob has an undoubted right
todo: I will try what effet a frefh and
ftri¢t order to all our gomaftahs and

-fubordinates may have towards prevent-
ing their interfering in the affairs of the
country; and let the Nabob order his
yvofficers to be full and particular in re-
G 4 prefenting
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prefenting to me any circumftances of
their mifbehavior, direGing them at the
fame time not to fuffer the gomaftahs, or
their peons, to feize or judge between
any inhabitants of the country, except-
ing the Company’s weavers, nor to take
any officers in the country, as Izardars,
Wadadars, &c. Thefe I hope may be
fome fteps towards redrefling this grie-
vance ; and let the Nabob's officers, on
their part, be cautioned not to opprefs
the Company’s weavers, or in any man-
ner interrupt their bufinefs.

I wiLr order a lift to be given of all
the Company’s gomaftahs, with the places
of their refidence, from Calcutta and all
the fubordinates. Thefe may be permit-
ted to have each a flag at the place of
their refidence, but all other Englith
gomaftahs fhall be forbid to fet up flags
in any part of the country.

AN order is already made and pub-
lithed, forbidding any Europeans from
going up the country, without firft ap-
plying for leave to the Prefident and
Council, and giving fecurity for their

good
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good behavior, and that they will not
meddle in the affairs of the country. At
the fame time we have directed lifts to
be given, of all that are at prefent in
the country, by the gentlemen who em-
ploy them ; and the fame order we have
{ent to all the fubordinates, and all who
cannot produce fecurity for their good
behavior, fhall be called away. Thefe
regulations I-had an opportunity of for-
warding, upon a complaint made againft
one Mr. Ivie, at Raugegunge, who is
ordered down to Calcutta, for pretend-.
ing to decide caufes between the inhabi-
tants.

- ReEA D all this letter to the Nabob,
and affure him, I will do what more may
be neceflary, to give him full authority
over his government.”

Extralt
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Extrait of a Letter from Mr. Haftings
fo the Governor. Serfaram, May 18,
1762.

“« FExpLaINED to the Nabob what

you wrote to me concerning the
abufe of the Englith name and authori-
ty, and the expedients propofed for their
removal, which I extracted from your
letter, and gave him written under the
following heads.

FirsT, That ftrict orders be given to
the Drogas of the Chokeys, to require
every Englith boat that pafles to pro-
duce a duftuck, under the feal of the
government, or any chief of the fubor-
dinate factories ; and in cafe of a refu-
fal, that they compel the boats tobringto.

SeconDp, That every boat with Eng-
lith colors, and not having a duftuck, be
ftopped ; and if the goods be Englith
property, that notice be given to the
chief of the neareft fatory, that it may
be enquired into; but if it be a property
of a fubjett of the fircar, that the Na-

bob
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bob take what notice of it he may
think proper.

Tuirp, That ftri¢t orders be given
to the officers and fougedars of the fir-
car, if any Englifh gomaftah commit
any act of oppreflion, or interfere in the
affairsof the government, to forbid them;
and if they refufe to hear reafon, to
ufe force to make them defift.

FourTH, That ftri&t orders have
been fent from the Prefidency, that none
of the gomaftahs, or fervants of the fac-
tories, intermeddle with the affairs of
the governinent ; and that the officers of
the fircar be likewife firitly enjoined,
not to obftruct the Company’s bufinefs,
or opprefs the people employed in it.

F1rTH, That no grants of wadadar-
rees, farms, or other offices of the go-
vernment, be allowed to the Company’s
gomaftahs.

SixTH, That the Company’s go-
maftahs fhall be allowed an Englith flag
at the place of their refidence; but no
private gomaftahs fhall have an Englith

flag,
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flag, of’ alfume any diftin@ion from the
Englith name.

SevenTH, That, by an order from
the Prefidency, no European fhall be
employed in the country without a per-
miffion from the Board ; and giving fe-
curity, that he will not interfere in any
affairs of the government.

Uron the two firft heads the Nabob
remarked, that it was to no purpofe for
him to give fuch orders to his officers,
though backed with your duftucks, fince
both have proved ineffeGtual to reftrain
the prefumption of our people, who fel-
dom chufe to produce their duftucks ;
and if the officer alts as his duty re-
quires him, a complaint is inftantly fent
to the next factory of the infolence of
the Chokeys, the indignity offered to
our flag, and the infringement of our
duftucks ; feepoys are difpatched to feize
the offender ; and others, dreading the
like treatment, let pafs all boats indif-
cnmxhatclx, and amongft them many
that hdvé no duftucks. L

SR §.
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_ I~ the third articleI havedeviated alit-
tle fromyourinftructions; asI believe you
will be convinced, that the gomaftahs are
‘not to be kept in awe by threats alone ;
but fome coercive power muft be allowed
the magiftrates, without which the go-
maftahs, knowing the difficulty of find-
ing out the truth of fa&s fo remote from
our enquiries, will be continually inter-
meddling in matters which do not con-
ccrn them. I make no doubt, but the
officers of the government will be tempt-
ed, as they have many times done; to
abufe their authority ; but the Compa-
ny’s bufinefs, and the Englith name,
will fuffer lefs by a few inftances of this
kind, than by the unlimited power fo
often afflumed by our agents. An ex-
ample made of the firft attempts of the
magiftrates to opprefs our people will
intimidate others ; but to have every lit-
tle grievance on either fide referred to
the Nabob or yourfelf, will be a fource
of perpetual difagreement, and the en-
quiries will be found fo perplexed, that
I doubt, if any redrefs will be obtained
on either fide.

NoTwITH-
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NoTwiTHsTANDING this alteration,
the propofal is not fatisfadtory to the
Nabob, as long as a power is lodged
with the gentlemen of our fattories, on
every complaint of the gomaftahs, to
fend out parties of feepoys, againft fuch
as they pretend have mifbehaved to them.
‘This evil is therefore firft to be redrefled.

To the fifth, the Nabob gives his
entire affent; and defires, that the go-
maftahs, and all others under our pro-
te&ion, be forbid to take or follicit of-
fices under the government, which he
has found very detrimental to the peace
of the country.

THeE fixth, I hope, exprefles your in-
tention, as the private gomaftahs have
no need of the protection of the Eng-
lith name, to carry on their bufinefs at
the Aurungs, nor can claim any privi-
lege above other traders, befides that of
bringing away their goods when pro-
vided with the Company’s duftuck.

T o thefe the Nabob defired another
article might be added, though impli-
citly included in the foregoing, viz. that
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the gomaftahs fhall not force their goods
on his fubjects againft their will, or at
their own prices, nor compel the work-
men to provide goods for them at unrea-
fonable rates; but that every man be
left at his own option to buy or fell,
as he finds his advantage in either.

As the Nabob has no objetion to
any of the means which you have fo
often propofed, for preventing the dif-
putes between his people and the Com-
pany’s, but only to the want of a pro-
per authority, to enforce the execution
of them ; he defires, that whatever re-
gulations you may judge neceflarv, for
the above end, may be drawn up in
form, and fent him with the feal of the
Company; and if your name added to
it, be not fufficient to prevent future
cavils, that it be figned likewife by the
reft of the Council. Such a warrant will
limit, beyond the poffibility of a difpute,
the extent of our privileges, and his au-
thority, and point out the means, by
which he may preferve his government
entire, without incurring the imputa-

tion
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tion of trampling on the rights of the
Company.”

Extratt of a Letter from the Governor to
Mr. Haftings. Dated June 27, 1762.

e IT is a natural right which the Na-
bob has, in common with all other
governments, to prevent by force, if
fair means fail, any injury being done
to his fubjects by any other perfons. It
would be almoft abfurd to give a confent
to this by any public a&, and perhaps
not quite proper, for fear of encourag-
ing too much the government’s people,
to exercife this right fometimes in an
unjuft caufe. But wherever unlawful
attempts are made by our people, the
officers of the government muit prevent
them, by fair means, if pofiible; if not,
oppofe them by force, and it is what
no reafonable man can complain of.”

I HAvE chofen to infert thefe letters,
becaufe they will thew that the regula-
tions, which I afterwards agreed upon
with the Nabob, were not haftily re-

folved
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folved upon, but were the refult of a
long confideration, and the ftrongeft ne-
ceffity. In the month of June the Na-
bob came to Mongheer, where he fixed
his quarters for the rains ; and Mr. Haf-
tings then took leave of him, and re-
turned to Calcutta.

HerE the Nabob, being more at lei-
fure to attend to the complaints of his
officers and fubje@s of the overgrown
power aflumed by the Englith agents
and gomaftahs, I daily received letters
from him on thofe fubjects. I fhall here
infert forne of the letters from the Na-
bob and his officers, in which thofe grie-

vances are fet forth in the moft ftriking
colors.

Tranflation of a Letter from the Nabob
to the Governor. Received May 1762.

< OU write me, that there muft

be mifchievous men about me,
who by their flanders want to ftir up en-
mity between me and the Englith gen-
tlemen ; that I thould fearch out thofe

promoters of diffenfion, and bring them
Vou. II. H to
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.to due puhithment. Sir, from the time
that I entered into an agreement with
you, and marched out of the Bengal
provinge to thefe parts, I never infring-
ed the treaty by obftru&ting a fingle per-
don, gentleman, -or feepoy, or boat, or
commodity of yours; nor have I fent
a fingle peon for the cuftomary commif-
fions from the diftrits which I granted
to the Company, but have entirely left
off concerning myfelf about thofe dif-
tricts, and have not once wrote to you
omx any affair relative to them : fince then
nothing has been done on my part, which
might difturb the friendthip and treaty
fubfifting between us, how can there
be any room about my perfon for de-
figning and mifchievous men? And this
is the way your gentlemen behave they
make a difturbante all over my country,
plunder the people, injure and difgrace
my fervants, with a refolution to expofe
my government to centempt ;s and from
the borders of Hindoftan to Calcutta,
shake it their budinefs ta éxpofe me to
{fcorn.  [In -every.: pcrgmh and evory

' vﬁhge;
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village, they have eftablifhed ten or
twenty new faQories, and fetting up the
colors, and thewing the duftucks of the
Company, they ufe their utmoft endea-
vors to opprefs the reiats, merchants, and
other people of the country. The duf-
tucks for fearching the boats, which you
formerly favored me with, and which I
fent to every chokey, the Englifhmen
by no means regard, but bring thame
and difgrace upon my people, holding
themfelves in readinefs to beat and abufe
them. Having eftablifbred thefe new fac-
tories, they carry on fuch bufinefs as the
Company never heard of ; and every
Bengal gomaftah makes a difturbance at
every factory, and thinks himfelf not
inferior to the Company. In every per-
ganah, every wvillage, and every fac-
tory, they buy and fell falt, beetle-nut,
ghee, rice, ftraw, bamboos, fith, gun-
Mies, ginger, fugar, tébacco, opium, and
many other things, more than 1 can
write, a#nd which 1 think it nkedlefs to
mention. - t'They forcibly take away the
goods and commodities of the reiats,

Ty H 2 mer-
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merchants, &c. for a fourth part of their
value ; and by ways of violence and op-
preflions, they oblige the reiats, &c. to
gi've five rupees for goods which are
worth but one rupee; and for the fake
of five rupces, they bind and difgrace
an Aflammec *, who paysme one hundred
rupeces malguzarree 4 ; and they allow
not any authority to my fervants. Near
four or five hundred new fa&ories have
been eftablithed in my dominions ; and
it is impofiible to exprefs what diftur-
bances are made in every fatory, and
how the inhabitants are opprefled. The
officers of every diftri&t have defifted
from the exercife of their functions; fo
that by means of thefe oppreffions, and
my being deprived of my duties, I fuf-
fer a yearly lofs of near twenty-five
lacks of rupees. In this cafe, how can
I keep clear of debts ? How can I pro-
vide for the payment of my tnbute to
the king, and for the expences of my
army and my houfhold ? In the perga-
nah of Dinagepoor, of which I have ap-
point-
# 'A perfon on whom a claim is made, a depen-
duite + The rcats, or land-tax,
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poifited and fent Ramnaut Bahdree col-
leG@or; befides the old fa&ory, twenty
new ones have been eftablithed in one
gunge *. I have fent for your infor-
mation a lift, fpecifying the number of
the factories, and the names of the go-
maftahs, which I received from the faid
colle@or. And every one of thefe go-
maftahs has fuch a power, that he im-
prifons the colle&tor, and deprives him
of all authority whenever he pleafes.
Therefore I defire you will {peedily put
a ftop to this method of buying and fel-
ling ftraw, bamboos, &c. which the
Company never pra&ifed. As I never
interfere in any of the diftri¢ts which I
gave up to the Company, it is proper, .
that in like manner you and the chiefs,
and other Englifhmen, fhould not inter-
fere in any of the diftricts which, by
your favor, belong to me. By the grace
of God, I neither have tranfgrefled, nor
do, nor will tranfgrefs the treaty and a-
greement which I have made ; why then
do the chiefs of the Englithmen render
my government contemptible, and em-
H 3 ploy

* A large market for grain.
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ploy themfelves in bringing a lofs upon
me ? Be kind enough to take thefe mat-
ters into confideration without delay, for
they expofe my government to {corn,
and are of the greateft detriment to me.”

Tranflation of a Letter from the Nabob zo
the Governor. Received in April 1762.

o OU write me, that ¢ as the pro-
vinces are free from difturbance
all men have engaged in trade ; that this
is a means of benefiting the reiats, and
rendering the country populous; that I
thould fully inform you of the names of
all fuch as lay afide their trade, and give
interruption to my bufinefs, together
with the particulars of their proceed-
ihgs; and that you will’‘punith them ac-
cording to their deferts.”
IT is true, that by the flourithing of
trade, and the free intercourfe of mer-
chants, a country is rendered populous;
but'the gomaftahs, who have gone intothe
countsy'on thepart of your gentlemen, re-
‘gardlefs of what any one fays tothem, in-
folently ufe vxdlerit means tocarry on their
traffick ;
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traffick ; and whenever a gunge or golah,
has been eftablifthed, they a&t as zemin-
dars, taalookdars, and renters, and leave
my officers no authority ; and befides
this, they fend other peoples goods with
their own, under the prote&tion of their
daftucks. As you have defired me to
write you the particulars of the oppref-
fions of your gomaftahs, after the arri-
val of Mr. Haftings, I will fend you a

circumitantial account of them.”

Tranflation of a Letter from Syed Rejub
Allee, Zemindar of Beerbazoo Perga~
nah. Received the Middle of the Year
1762.

“ FROM the beginning, the Com-

pany’s factory has been in Beel-
coochy, and a cloth bufinefs has been
carried on there; and I do not negle&
doing, to the utmoft of my power, what-
ever the gomaftahs of the factory defire,
nor was any oppreﬂion pratifed. Who-
ever traded in copper, toothenague, or
cotton, which was fent to the faGory
by the Company, traded fregly, and at
L H 4 the
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the market price. Now from Calcutts;
Dacca, Cheelmary, and Rangamatty,
numbers of Englithmen and merchants,
and the people of Monfieur Chevalier,
&c. bring into -the perganah, capper,
toothenague, cotton, tinkal, falt, bee-
tle-nut, tobacco, rice, muggadooties,
* Seringa-boats, lack, ftick lack, dam-
mar, dried fith, &c. and all thefe peo-
ple, afluming the name of the Compa-
ny, force the reiats, who never dealt in
fuch commodities, to purchafe them at
an exorbitant price. Befides this, they
violently exalt large fums for prefents,
and for their peons expences, and take,
at a low rate, whatever oil, &c. they
buy. By means of thefe oppreffions,
tl?p merchants, peons, reiats, &c. of the
pcrganah have taken to flight, and the
hguts +,gauts ], gunges||,and golahs§, are
entirely ruined. Moreover, they prevent
the reiats from carryingon their bufinefs s

they,

* A large kind of canoo, made on the borders of
Affam.

+ ‘A weekly market. ‘1 A cuftem-houfe.
} Wholefale markets.  § Houfes for grain.
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they rob and plunder them wherever
they meet them on the road 5 and giv-
ing colors and certificates to the mer-
chants of the perganah, who former-
ly paid duties, they will not fuffer any
to be taken from them; and the zemin-
dars people, reverencing the mame of the
Company, cannot obftru¢t them. Thro’
thefe oppreflions, the revenues of the
government have been abfolutely ruined,
and the Company’s bufinefs obftruced.
Being without redrefs, I fend you a vac-
keel, with a reprefentation of the ftate of
the perganah, he will inform you of
all particulars. I hope, that regarding
my diftrefled condition, you will fend a
feepoy, with a duftuck, to take my
country under his protection; and will
order the gomaftahs of the Beelcoochy
factory, to put a ftop to the power of
fuch as trade by force and oppreffions;’
to make every one refund what profits
he has exa&ted by violence; to put op-
preflion and injuftice to flight, and to
have the Company’s bufinefs carried on,
as_formerly. I have acquainted the
vackeel ’
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vackeel 'with the particulars, and he
will infarm you of them.”

T }m_ﬂat{m @f @ Letter from Doolabram,,
. @ Renter to the Nabob.

H E trade of the falt and bat-

" ty-wood, in the.chuckla of Sil-

het, has for a long while been granted to
me; in confideration of which, I pay a
yearly rent * of 40,000 cawns of cow-
ries ; but now Mr, 4, and Chandermun,
and Coja Marcat, Englith gomaftahs,
having brought a large quantity of falt
into the aforefaid chuckla, oblige my go~
maftahs, by force and opprefion, to pur-
chafe it at an exorbitant price; and hav-
ing, by violent means, taken the batty-
wood trade, .into their own hands, they
have put a ftop to my bufinefs, whereby
I {uffer a verygreat lofs. Yet the fougedar
ha§ oppreﬂively exated from me the
yfual rents, plundering my houfe, and
forcing me from my home; and my
gompftahs,, by, reafon of the oppreffions

A LOREY Sy
P Ay A v
.

! Valak/abbut 16,000 ruptes:- 14y L !
. The name not legible in the original.
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of the Englith gomaftahs, and the rigor
and violence with which the malguzar-
ree is exacted, have taken to flight. I
therefore hope you will do me the fa-
vor, to order a perwannah to be wrote
to the fougedar, either to put a ftop to
the power of the Englifh gomaftahs, or
elfe not to demand the rents from me.”

SECTION X.

The Increafe of the Difputes.—=Mr.
Vanfittart’s Journey to Mongheer, and

Regulations agreed upon with the
Nabob.

Great Alarms of an approaching Ruptare
. between us and the Nabob.—Indreafe
of the Complaints on both Sides:—Let-
Zers containing' the Complasnts againft the
‘Englith Agents and Gomaftahs.~ Let-

' Lters'containing the Complaints againf? the
¢ Nabob's Officers.—Debates and Orders
of the Board upon the Décafion.—Rea-
Jons for Mr. Vanfittart’s Fourney to
Mongheer.—Ha aryives-at Moorthe-
dabad.
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. dabad.—Letter from him to the Coun-
v cilimmLetter from the Council to Mr.
Vanfittart ; defiring him to fettle a Plan
Jor the private Trade, with an Account
of Duties inclofed.———He arrives at

. Mongheer.—Conferences with the Na-
bob.—Letter from Mr. Vanfittart zo
the Council, with Tranflations of two
Letters, one from Mr. Cartier to Ma-
homed Allee, zhe Collector of Dacca ;
and one from Mef. Johnftone, Hay and
Bolts, fo the Fougedar of Purnea.—
Letter from Mr. Vanfittart and Mr.
Hattings z0 the Council, with the Re-
gulations propofed. — Letter from the
Nabob #0 Mr. Vanfittart, containing a
Summary of bhis Complaints. Mr.
Vanfittart's Anfwer to the Nabob, con-
taning the Regulations promifed there-
upon, whick was the Subjelt of the en-
Juing Difputes.—Mr.Vanfittart proceeds
te Patna.—Complaint made to bim by
the Nabob’s Depaty ar Patna.—Di/~
pute about the Burbunna Gate.—Dif~
pute ubaut the Gunge.—Mr. Vanfit-
Jgart’s . Anfwer to the Deputy's Com-
plaints,
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p]amts.-—MruVanﬁttart Sets out - from
Patna for Calcutta. —— He" calls ‘at

. Mongheer, and takes Leave of the ‘Na-
‘bob.—Tbe Nabob fezs out ‘vn* an Ex—
pedition to Napaul.—State of his Forces
at this Period.— Letter from the C’Dzlm'zl
to Mef. Vanfittart and Haftings,"

. Anfwer to tbeir:ﬂom«Mong’heer.-‘-:{i—
Mr. Vanlfittart arrives at Coflimbuzar.

= His Letter to the Board from tbence
—He returns to Calcutta.

STRoVE as long as poffible to rémave
th:fe diforders by private cautions ‘to
the gentlemen concerned ; but finding
thofe means ineffectual, I was obliged
to lay them before the Board, where,
however, for the moft part, they met
with as little attention. They were u-
fually conftrued as forged pretexts:of
the Nabob, to pick a quarrel with: us,
and encroach upon our. rights...: I :was
rcproac‘led with the credit which I gave
to the Nabob’s reprefentations, and every
gentleman, \vho was interefted.in them,
regard;d mg, as_his\perfonal enemy. In
fhort,
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dhort, though the complaints became
overy day more frequent, yet not ome
" was ever tedrefled, nor even thought
worthy of an enquiry; and all that I
vould do was, by palliating what I could
not remedy, to keep the Nabob in tem-
per, and prevent an open quarrel from

breaking out between us.
Soox after, I was for two momths
confined from bufinefs by a dasagerous
-illnefs. Being unable in this interval to
apply the fame palliatives and cautions,
which had hitherto checked the progrels
of thefe difputes and firuggles between
the Nabob’s officers and the gomagahs,
they were carried to the greateft licenti-
oufnefs on both fides. The firft I heard
of bufinefs after my recovery was, that
a war was breaking out with the Na-
bob ; complaints crouded in upon me
from all parts, the officers of the go-
vernment declaring, that their aufhori-
ty in every place was trampled upon by
the Englith gomaftahs, o ‘that. théy
could no longer preferve the leaft order,
in the management qf the bufinefs com-
mitted
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anitted to their chacge, dor oolle@ the
revenues of the governments and that
the ufunl duties which had been paid
by the Englith merchants on falt, and
fome other articlos of private trade, were
now withheld and refufed ; and, onthe
,other fide, the gentlemen of the fubor-
dinate facories, ~and the Englith go-
thaftahs, afferting they had paid the ufu-
al duties, notwithftanding which many
of their, boats.were ftepped. That the
nature of thefe complaints, which af-
terwards produced fuch confequences,
may be the better underftood, fome of
the moft material thall be here inferted:

Copy of a Letter from Serjeant * Brego
to the Governor. Dated Backergunge,
May 25, 1762.

s HE fituation of affairs, at ghis
place, obliges me to apply te

your Honor for inftructions for my fur-

ther proceedings.

" - My

"% A ferjeant fent with fix feepoys, by the Nabob’s
deflze; to affift the zemindar of Backergunge.
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My inftru&tions which I brought here
were, that in cafe any Europeans or their
fervants committed any diforders, they
were to be fent to Calcutta, notwith~
ftanding any pretence they fhall make
for fo doing.

NoTWITHSTANDING the rigor of
thefe orders, I have ever made it my
bufinefs (when any thing trifling hap~
pened) to endeavor, by gentle means, to
perfuade the gentlemen’s gomaftahs here
toactin a peaceable manner ; which, al-
though repeated feveral times, has had
no effeét ; but, on the contrary, has oc~
cafioned their writing complaints of me
tp their refpe@ive mafters, that I ob-
ftructed them in their bufinefs, and ill
ufed them ; and in return, I have receiv-
ed menacing letters from feveral gentle-
men, threatening, if I interfere with
their fervants, to ufe fuch meafures as
I may repent; nor have the gentlemen
only done this, their very gomaftahs
have made it public here, that in cafe I
ftop them in any proceeding, they will

. ufe
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ufe the fame methods ; for the truth of
which I have good proofs.

Now, Sir, I am to inform you what
I have obftrued them in; this place
was of great trade formerly, but now
brought to nothing by the following
praltices.

A GENTLEMAN fends a gomaftah
here to buy or fell ; he immediately looks
upon himfelf as fufficient to force every
inlabitant, either to buy his goods, or
fell him theirs; and on refufal (in cafe
of non-capacity) a flogging or confine-
ment immediately enfues. This is not
fufficient even when willing, but a fe-
cond force is made ufe of, which is, to
engrofs the different branches of trade
to themfelves, and not to fuffer any per-
fons to buy or fell the articles they trade
in ; and if the country people do it, then
a repetition of their authority is put in
practice; and again, what things they
purchafe, they think the leaft they can
do is, to take them for a confiderable
deal lefs than another merchant, and of-
tentimes refufe paying that; and my in-

Vou. IL I terfering
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terfering occafions an immediate com-
plaint.

THESE, and many other oppreflions
more than can be related, which are daily
ufed by the Bengal gomaftahs, is the
reafon that this place is growing defti-
tute of inhabitants, every day numbers
leave the town, to feek a refidence more
fafe ; and the very markets, which be-
fore afforded plenty, do hardly now pro-
duce any thing of ufe, their peons be-
ing allowed to force poor people; and
if the zemindar offers to prevent it, he
is threatened to be ufed in the fame man-
ner.

BerorF, juftice was * given in the
public cutcherree, but now every go-
maftah is become a judge, and every
one’s houfe a cutcherree ; they even pafs
fentences on the zemindars themfelves,
and draw money from them by pretended
injuries, fuch as a quarrel with fome of
their peons, or their having, as they af-
fert, ftole fomething, which is more
likely to have been taken by their own

people ;

i
& Exercifed.
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people; but allowing ‘they were robbed,
I believe no gomaftah’s authority extends
fo far, as to take his own fatisfaGion on
the government.

Having thus far acquainted your
Honor with the behavior of the gomaf-
tahs here, I am to requeft your Honor’s
intereft, that in cafe I am to put your
erders in execution, I may be bore harm-
lefs therein ; and I beg leave to conclude,
being with all refpe&, &c.

Tranflation of a Letter from * Mahomed
Allee to the Governor. Recerved the
Beginning of October 1762.

IS Excellency the Nabob was
pleafed to appoint me colletor

of the perganahs in the province of
Dacca ; but feveral people of that place
have ingratiated themfelves in the favor
of the gentlemen of Luckypoor and
Dacca faGories, and greatly detrimented
the affairs. To this purport his Excel-
lency has wrote you, and direéted me to
2 acquaint

% Colle@or of Dacca,



T

116 A4 NARRATIVE of the

apquaint you with every thing relative

to the gentlemen of the factory.
TuererorRE I now lay the whole
before you, and fend by Mirza Myfu-
deen 2 perwannah from his Excellency,
which he will prefent to you. In the
firft place, a number of merchants have
made intereft with the people of the fac-
tory, hoift Englifh colors on their boats,
and carry away their goods under the pre-
tence of their being Englith property, by
which means the Shahbunder and other
cuftoms are greatly detrimented. Se-
condly, the gomaftahs of Luckypoor and
Dacca factories oblige the merchants,
&c- to take tobacco, cotton, iron, and
fyndry other things, at a price exceed-
ing that of the bazar, and then extort
the money from them by force; befides
- which, they take diet money for the
peons, and make them pay a fine for
.breaking their agreement. By thele
oceedings, the aurungs and other
gﬁcgs are xuxch Thirdly, the gomaf-
»tahy of Luckypoor, factory ha,ve taken
,t};q rtaglookdars taalgqcs from the tahfil-
dar
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dar by force for their own ufe, and will
not pay the rent. At the inftigation of
{fome people they, on a matter of com-
plaint, {fend Europeans and feepoys with
a duftuck into the country, and there
create difturbances. They ftation cho-
keys at different places, and whatever
they find in poor people’s houfes they
caufe to be fold, and take the money.
By thefe difturbances the country is
ruined, and the reiats cannot ftay in their
houfes, nor pay the malguzarree. "In
many places, Mr. Chevalier has by force
eftablithed new markets, and new fac-
tories, and has made falfe feepoys on
His own part, and they {eize whom they
want, and fine them.By his forcible pro-
ceedings many hauts, gauts, and per-
ganahs are ruined, and the malguzar-
ree of the government fuffers greatly. I
therefore hope you will fend, for the
fecurity of thereiats, two Europeans or
feepoys’ with a duftuck, which may put
an end to thefe Jproceedings, and tehd
" t0 the Benefit of the inhabitants. Pleafe
to fend Witters to the chiefs of Dacca
' I3 and
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and Luckypoor, to write to their gomaf-
tahs iin the diftri&s, not to oblige the
merchants to take tobacco, cotton, &c.
and not in any refpe to detriment the
aurungs, and then the fircar will get the
revenues. Other matters Mirza Myfu-
deen will relate to you, you will pleafe
to confider them, and then the affairs of
the government will profper.”

* Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis o the
Governor and Council. Dated O&. 7,
1762.

€« T O prevent any blame being here-
after thrown upon us for the
deficiency of our inveftment, we are
now to inform you, that at Jehanabad,
the principal cloth aurung, our gomaf-
tahs, delolls, &c. have been perempto-
rily ordered to defift from purchafing,
and quit the place. Upon their non-
compliance, they have been threatened
and abufed in the moft vile and grofs
terms ; and the wathermen employed in
whitening our cloths have been actually
beat,

¢ Complaints againft the Nabob’s officers,

L3N
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beat, and peons put over them, to pre~
vent their going on in their bufinefs.
Rajah * Nobit Roy (to whom our chief
has twice complained of thefe proceed-
ings) declares, that the perfon who thus
infults us, and impedes the Company’s
bufinefs, is independent of him ; fo that
it would feem he is fent by the Nabob
merely for this purpofe.

IF fuch infolence is fuffered to pafs
unnoticed, we can have no hopes of com-
pleating our inveftment; for who will
ferve us, whilft they thereby f{ubject
themfelves to fuch fevere and ignomini-
ous treatment from the country govern-
ment ?

For the carrying on the Company’s
bufinefs, it is evident we mutft be obliged
to repel force by force ; and fhall do fo,
unlefs we receive your honors, &c. orders
to the contrary.”

#* Then Naib at'Patna. '

Copy
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opy of the Refolution of the Board (Mef.
Vanfittart, Amyatt, M‘Gwire, Hay

© and Watts) on the foregoing Letter.
O&ober 18, 1762.

b GREED, we write immediate-

iy the following anfwer, that
we inclofe a letter from the Prefident to
the Nabob, on the fubject of their com-
plaints, and hope it will be effe¢tual in
removing all interruptions in the Com-
pany’s bufinefs ; but at all events, as we
have it fufficiently in our power to pro-
ctire fatisfaltion for any injury that may
may be done the interefts of our employ-
ers ; they are on no account to make ufe
of force, without our exprefs direions ;
that they do not mention in their letter,
that they have made any application to
the Nabob, to put a ftop to the difficul-
ties they reprefent; and which certainly
they ought toe have done, when they
were informed, that the perfon they
complained of, was independent of the
Naib of Patna. At leaft it fthould have
otciirred to-them, that fuch application

was
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was neceflary, before they thould propofe
to make ufe of force.”

Extraid of a Letter from the Gentlemen
at Luckypoor, to the Governor and
Council. Dated O&ober 14, 1762.

“ WE muft beg leave to obferve to
, you, that within thefe few
days, every boat, which we have fent out
of the river, has been ftopped at the dif-
ferent chokeys, notwithitanding they.
have the chief’s duftuck. Our gomaftahs
and people ufed il and confined, and a
very exorbitant duty demanded ; and our
fervants in general greatly infulted all
over the country. Upon our fending to
fome of thefe places to enquire the rea-
fon of this extraordinary behavior ; an-
fwer was given, that they had orders
from the Nabob to ftop and demand du-
ties from every Englith boat that pafled,
and on ne account to let them go free,
as ithe Enghéh duftuck was of no.confe-
guence in thecountry, and for this pur-
pofe the force at every chokey is aug~
mented. ., This has occafioned an entire.
ftoppage
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ftoppage to our trade, greatly to the des"
triment of our private fortunes, as we
have now large quantities of goods, de-
tained at the different Chokeys, which
we cannot get releafed, unlefs we fub-
mit to pay the extravagant cuftom they
require ; and were we to do that, ouf’
boats are liable to be ftopped, at the
very next Chokey, and the fame duty
again demanded. Of thefe circumftances
we think it neceflary to advife you, and
hope fpeedy meafures will be taken to
procure us redrefs. 'We are under daily
apprehenfions, that a cuftom will be de<
manded on our cloth purchafes, which
muft be of great prejudice to our Ho--
norable Employers.” '

Extraét of a Letter from the Chief and
Council at Chittagong, to the Governor
and Council. Dated O&ober 14, 1762,

“ WE laft night received a letter
x from the Dacca gentlemen, ad-
vifing us, that the extraordinary info-
lence of ithe natives in ewery..part. of
their diftrits, has given them the great-
eft
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eft reafon to apprehend troubles in the .
country ; and that the natives feem to
confirm thefe furmifes by their own de-
clarations ; that their trade is almoft put
an entire ftop to, their flag ufed with
contempt, and their privileges ridiculed ;
that this being their prefent fituation,
they requeft we will let them have ano-
ther company of feepoys, for the pro-
teCtion of our Honorable Mafters pro-
perty at their factory ; that the Compa-
ny appointed there are very fickly, and
many men unfit for actual fervice ; that
the fooner we fend them this detach-
ment the better, as alfo fome ammuni-
tion; that the Company fhall agaimbere-
turned, when their affairs are put upon
a better footing. In confequence of
thefe advices, we have ordered a com-
pany of feepoys, with fome ammunition,
to oceed to Dacca, with all expedi-
tion, which we hope will meet with
your approbation. At the fame time,
we alfo received a letter from the gen-
tlemen-at Luckypoor, requefting a fup~

1o ; ply,



124 A NARRATIVE of the

ply of ammunition, which we have or-
dered to be fent.

W e mutft obferve to you, that with-
in thefe few days paft, we have received
advice from our gomaftahs, in different
parts of the country, that our bufinefs is
entirely put a ftop to, by the Nabob’s
people, and our boats not fuffered to
pafs the chokeys, the zemindars de-
manding very confiderable duties to be
paid them, declaring, thiey have orders
from Coflim Allee Cawn fo to do, and
unlefs we ufe force to prevent it, they
will fee his dire@ions ftritly compliéd
with. Several of our boats are now ly-
ing confined at different chokeys.”

Extraét of a Letter from the Chief and
Council at Dacca, to the Governor and
Council. Dated O&ober 8, 1762.

« E think it our duty to inform

you, that the outrages com-
mitted in thefe parts by the govern-
ment’s people, for this month paft, have
arrived to fuch a height, as to put almioft

“a-tota} ftop to our bufinefs. At every
TR chokey
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chokey our boats are ftopped, the people
infulted, aud the flag ufed with the ut-
moft and moft grofs contempt. Our
advices from Silhet give us the fame in-
telligence, further adding, that * mu-
chulcas have been taken from many in-
habitants, prohibiting them onno account
to have any conneions with the Eng-
lith. As this fpirit of infolence increafes
to a very furprizing degree, and we have
dajly the mortification to hear of repeat-
ed infults and violences offered to our
privileges, we are under an apprehen-
‘fion, that the Company’s bufinefs will
‘in a few days fhare the fame fate as all
private has. To prevent and remedy
thefe evils, we muft depend upon the
meafures you may take in confequence
of this information. .

As appearances are fo very unpro-
mifing, we have wrote to the gentle-
men of Chittagong, for a reindbrece-
ment of a company of feepoys, which
fhall be @ggin returned them, when
ffpirs begin to clear yp.” ‘
R e o .. Extrad
Y oa * Written obligations.
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- Bxtraft frm‘m Confultation of the 18tb gf
i O&ober. (Prefent Mef, Vanfittart,
Amyatt, M“Gwire, Hay and Watts.)

GREED, we write to Dacca In
anfwer to their letter of the 8th

inftant ; that we muft needs fay, from the
information of the above * letters, there
is reafon to fear their gomaftahs and a-

gents have made ufe of very unwarrant-
able practices in their trade; and perhaps

thefeveral difputes and interruptions they
complain of, have been owing to that
caufe ; but as we are always able and wil-
ling, when the neceflity of circumftances
may require, to procure them redrefs for
any injuries they may fuffer in their trade,
orotherwife: we dire&, that they forbear
making ufe of force without our per-
miffion and orders; and therefore defire
they will return to Chittagong immedi-
ately, the company of feepoys which
they have wrote for from thence; and if

' any

* Serjeant Brego's, Mahoméd Allee’s and others,
thetr read atthe Board,
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any complaints of interruptions in their

bufinefs are hereafter made by their go-

maftahs, let Mr. Cartier fend a perfon
to enquire into the truth of the affair,

with a letter to the proper officer of the
government, to defire be will put a ftop
to fuch obftru&ions ; that inclofed, are
letters from the Governor to Jeflarut
Cawn, the Naib, and Mahomed Allee,
the colle&tor of the revenues; which we
hope will prevent any further diforders,
at leaft, until the Prefident can make
+the neceflary regulations in concert with
the Nabob ; that the above-mentioned

copies of letters we have forwarded to

them for their information and reply,

in cafe there thould be any faéts in themn

mireprefented ; and we defire they will

ferd, on their parts, a particular ftate of

their complaints to the Prefident, who

will take the proper meafures to obtain

them fatisfa@ion and indemnification for

all lofles and damages; that they muft

likewife take effe¢tual care, that none

of their gomaftahs or agents do in fu-

ture ufe any kind of force or authority in

carrying
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carrying on their trade, leaft the dif-
putes, occafioned by fuch practices,
fhould in the end affe&t the Company’s
bufinefs ; neither muft their gomaftahs
be allowed to fet themfelves up as ma-
giftrates in the country, in hearing dif-
putes between the inhabitants, impofing
fines, &c.

AGREED, we likewife add to the
Luckypoor letter, the feveral inftruc-
tions contained in the above letter to
Dacca, to regulate themfelves by, in
cafe any difputes” thould happen with
them.” -

Extratt of Confultation of the 1/l of No-
vember, 1762. (Prefent Mef. Amyatt,
M<Gwire, Hay and Watts.)

¢ GREED, to write an an{wer to
Luckypoor, referring them to

our letter of the 18th of O&ober, for
dire&tions how to regulate themfelves
with regard to the obftru&ions theycom-
plain of, till fuch time as the Prefident
can arrive with the Nabob, and enquire
into, and fettle thefe difputes on a folid
plan
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plan for the future fafety and freedom
of our trade, defiring them in the mean
time to fend us an account of the duties
they have ufually paid, and the frefh
cuftoms which are now demanded, for
the Prefident’s guidance in fettling the
matter.

AGREED, to write to Chittagong, ad-
vifing them, in anfwer to the above let-
ter, that as the Prefident is gone on a
vifit to the Nabob, and intends to enquire
very particularly into, and fettle all the
difputes of the nature they complain of.
We defire they will fend us a particular
account of their complaints, what was
the amount of the former duties, and
what freth cuftoms are now demanded,
for his (the Prefident’s) guidance in fo
doing ; but that, in the mean time, we
muft forbid them making ufe of force
to redrefs themfelves without our pofitive
direions ; that regarding the difputes
at Dacca, we have fent the gentlemen
there our orders and dire&ions, under

the 18th of O&ober.”

Vou. IL. K NoT~
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NorwiTHsTANDING the lengths to
which thefe difputes were carried, and
the warmth and ill humor which appear-
ed on both fides, I had yet one refource
left for an accommodation, which I
doubted not would fucceed. I meanan
interview with the Nabob, which I had
long intended, and which he had often
ftrongly prefled. 1 was determined,
therefore, to take this opportunity, when
a change of air was ncceflary for my
health, to pay him a vifit at Mongheer.
I flattered myfelf this would prove an
effeCtual method of re-eftablithinga con-
fidence between us, putting an end to
the difputes, which had arifen, and pro-
viding a plan for the fecurity of the pro-
vinces againft foreign encmies.

THE points in difpute were not any
intercfts of the Company, but the ex-
tent of the privileges of our private trade,
the duties to be paid on certain articles,
and the overgrown authority of our a-
gents and gomaftahs; points which had
been often difputed by the former Na-
bob Jafier Allee Cawn, as has been al-

ready
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ready thentioned. That I might have all
the neceflary informations, orders were
fent from the Board to Luckypoor and
Dacca, to tranfmit an account of what
duties they had ufually paid upon their
private inland trade ; on the other hand,
I wrote to the officers of the government,
that I thould foon fee the Nabob, that
all difficulties would then be removed ;
amd in the mean time, that they thould
be very careful not to obftruét the bu-
finefs of any of the Englifh gomaftahs,
but receive fuch duties as had ufually
been paid, and give their rowanas * or
duftucks.

I AskED leave of the Board to take
Mr. Haftihgs as my affiftant, and made
the neceflary preparations for my jour-
frey with all expedition, as my fetting
but on a friendly vifit to the Nabob,
zould not but have one immediate good
effe@, throughout the country, by fhew-
ing, that there was no foundation for
the alarm of an intended rupture.

K2 Tae
# Paflports.
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THE 20th of O&ober, I fet out from
Calcutta, and arrived the 3d of Novem-
ber at Moorthedabad, where I had ma-
ny converfations with the Naib, or depu-
ty, Syed Mahomed Cawn, on the fubjet
of the difputes which had arifen in all
parts of the country. He laid before
mec a multitude of complaints, which
came within his province, and I did
what was in my power to redrefs {uch
as required it; on my part alfo, I made
known to himn the reprefentations which
had come from our fa&ories againft Ma-
homed Allee, the colle@Gor of Dacca,
and the adjacent diftri@ls, who feemed
to be the moft forward of the Nabob’s
officers in encouraging the difputes. Sy-
ed Mahomed Cawn, profefled a very
bad opinion of Mahomed Allee, and af-
fured me, he had urged the Nabob to
remove him. All that I {faw at Moor-
fhedabad, confirmed my hopes of an
cafy conciliation, and I wrote the Board
the following letter, tranfmitting them,
at the fame time, the Nabob’s anfwer to

Mr.
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Mr. Ellis’s complaints of the 7th of
O&ober.

Copy of a Leter from the Governor to
the Council. Dated Coffimbuzar, No-
vember g, 1762.

¢« T Finp, thatthe interruptionswhich
the gentlemen at Chittagong, Dac-

ca, and Luckypoor, have met with for
fome weeks paft, are owing to the bad dif-
pofition of Mahomed Allee, the pcrfon
laft appointed by the Nabob to collect
the rents of that part of the country.
Syed Mahomed Cawn, the deputy Go-
vernor of Moorfhedabad, exprefles as
much refentment againft that man, as
we do ourfelves; and aflures me, that
he has reprefented him in fuch a light
to the Nabob, that he is perfuaded he
will be immediately difmiffed from his
office. 'This is a point I fhall urge to
the Nabob, if it is not done before I
arrive at Mongheer; and further, that
he be punithed for his infolence, and
obliged to make fatisfa&ion for ail lofles
which mayhavebeen incurred by the de-
K 3 lays
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lays hehas occafioned. In the mean time,
I have the honor to tranfmit you four or=
ders from Syed Mahomed Cawn, to
the faid colle€tor, warning him of the
bad confequences of his prefent con-
du&, and charging him not to obfiru&
the bufinefs of our faGories ; I fend ong
likewife from myfelf. Thefe forwarded
to the refpective faGories, will, I hope,
remove all obftru&ions; and, on the
other hand, Syed Mahomed Cawn de-
fires, that our gentlemen will take all:
pofiible care to prevent their gomaftahs
and agents from interfering in the bufi-
nefs of the government, or ufing force
in buying or felling.

I Have not yet the Nabob’s anfwer
concerning the difputes between. the un-
cle and nephew, for the zemindarree of
Baboopour. As foon as I receive it, L
thall forward it to you, that you may
give the neceflary direGions to the chief,
&c. at Luckypoor.

TuEe anfwer I have received from the
Nabob to Mr. Ellis’s complaint, I now
inclofe with a tranflation. I think it

would
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would be proper to fend a copy to that
gentleman, with direCtions toapply to
the Naib at Patna, if in future he thould
meet with any interruptions in his bufi-
nefs ; and if the Naib either refufes, or
has not aunthority to remove them, then
to apply to the Nabob himfelf, from
whom, if he does not obtain fuch re-
drefs and affiftance as the cafe may re-
quire, then to make his reprefentation
to the Board, with copies of his letters to
the government, and the anfwers receiv-
ed. By this we fhall be faved the trou-
ble of hearing complaints, except in cafes
where our interpofition becomes really
neceflary.”

Tranflation of a Letter from the Nabob
to the Governor. Dated November 1,
1762.

“ I Have received with great plea-

{ure your friendlyletter. Youwrote,
that < you learn from Mr. Ellis, the
chief of the faitory at Patna, that cloths
have been provided for many years at the
aurung at Jehanabad for the Company;

K 4 now
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now Pervoo Roy, the aumil of that place,
obftru&s the weavers in providing the
cloths ; and when they are made, hin-
ders the wathermen from drefling and
wathing them, to the great prejudice
of the Company’s bufinefs ; and you de-
fire, that I will give ftri& orders to the
aumil, not to moleft the Company’s go-
maftahs, and to affift them on every oc-
cafion.”

S1R, wherever that gentleman has an
opportunity, he fails not to make com-
plaints of his bufinefs. As he has found
my officers in no inftance faulty, he has
wrote to you the impertinences and com-
plaints of the wathermen; you well
know, that the wafthermen pay no du-
ties, and that the aumils have no autho-
rity to interrupt them, or prevent their
wafhing and drefling the cloths. Was
this affair really true, he would imme-
diately have informed Rajah Nobit Roy
of it, and he would have immediately
wrote to the aumil about it ; butasitis
altogether without foundation, he chufes
to make a falfe complaint to you. Do

you

»
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you yourfelf confider this affair. Ne-
verthelefs, I have fent firi& orders to
the Rajah to write to the aumil, that he
on no account obftru& the currency of
the Company’s bufinefs ; and that, on
application from the gomaftahs of the

factory, he afford them due aid and af-
fiftance.”

Tue Board having received the ac-
counts of duties on private inland trade
from Luckypoor, fent the fame to me
for my guidance in fettling that point
with the following letter.

Copy of a Letter from the Council to the
Governor. Dated Calcutta, Novem-
ber 15, 1762.

i ‘ ‘ J E have received your letter of
the gth inftant, and are there-

by glad to find, that the interruptions
of the trade, which have happened to-
wards Dacca, Luckypoor and Chitta-
gong, are only apparently owing to the
bad condu&, and ill difpofition of the
colle&or Mahomed Allee; we make no

doubt
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doubt therefore, but a repvefentanon
fram you to the Nabob of this man’s

bad bekavior, will be the means of ob~
taining ample fatisfaCtion and reftitution
for all lofles fuftained in that quarter.
And as we hear that the trade in the
countries of Purneca and Rungpaor has
likewife met with great interruptioss,
we muft beg leave particularly to recom-
mend to yeur attention the getting thefe
obftruGions alfo removed, and obtain-
ing retaliation for the lofles of any indi-
viduals, who may make their complaints
to you. |

W E have forwarded to Dacca the or-
ders to be delivered to Mahomed Allee ;
and have defired the gentlemen there to
write to Luckypoor and Chittagong, of
the receipt and tenor of thefe orders ;
and afterwards, of the effe® they may
have upon Mahomed Allee’s conduét.

WE have under this date wrote to
Patna, with a copy of the Nabob’s let-
ter, and directions agreeable to what you
advife ; but we muft beg leave to ob-

ferve, that the terms in which the Na-~
bob
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bob makes mentign of M. Ellis are in-
decent, and very improper, and ought
not to be encouraged. We have too
good an opinion of Mr. Ellis’s veracity,
to fuppofe that he would advance a fal-
fity to the Board; and we hope there-
fore, that you will endeaver to prevent
fuch indecencies from paffing in future,
when we are treating with the Nabob
on public matters.

INCcLOSED we tranfinit you an ex-
tralt from- a Euckypoer letter, explain~
ing the fhahbunder duties which. they
have always paid, and the nature of the
freth extortions which are now demand-
ed, which we imagine may be of far-
vige toyou, infinally fettling thefe mat-
ters upon a folid plan.

Bxtrad#
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Extraét of a Letter from the Gentlemen
at Luckypoor to the Board. Dated
November 6, 1762.

“ HE duties we have hitherto
paid to the thahbunder are as
follows.
Rup. A. P.
* On falt 9 14 3 per 100 maunds
On tobacco o 4 o per maund.

OnN this firft article, we believe we
have paid rather more than the Dacca
faltory ; but hope you will get it fettled
on an equal footing. With regard to the
freth cuftoms now demanded, the cho-
keys do not require any ftipulated fum,
but fleece our gomaftahs and people of
all they can; and if our boats are freed

from

* The prime coft of falt, purchafed by the gen-
tlemen of Luckypoor faQory, was ufually about
60 rupees per 100 maunds; fo that the duty they
paid, amounted to about 1§ per cent. on the prime
coft.

The prime coft of tobacco, purchafed by the
gentlemen of Luckypoor faory, was ufually about
two or-two and a half rupees per maund ; at which

laft rate the duty they paid amounted to 10 per cent.
on the prime coft.
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from one chokey, they are fure to be
ftopped at the next, and our fervants
confined and treated very ill. ‘The in-
ftant we had advice of our boats being
ftopped at thefe places, we fent to them
to know the reafon, and defire their re-
leafe ; but anfwer was always given,
that they Had orders from the Nabob

for fo doing, and therefore could not
releafe them.”

I pEsirE that particular notice may
be taken of the words, ¢ Inclofed we
tranfmit you an extralt, &c. which we
imagine may be of fervice to you, in finally
Jettling thefe matters upona folid plan *, be-
caufe it will be found in the fequel, that
the Board denied they ever gave me an
authority for fettling that point.

I left Moorfhedabad the 12th of No-
vember, and arrived at Mongheer the
3oth, where the Nabob received me
with all the ufual marks of refpe&t and
friendfhip. Hardly a day paft, but I
went with Mr. Haftings to vifit the Na-
bob, or he came to us. His conftant

topick
* See page 139.
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topick was the ill treatment he had re-
ceived from Mr. Ellis, and the injuftice
done him by me ‘and the Council, in
sot refenting fach proceedings. As I
knew it was out of my power to give
him any fatisfaction in that point, I an-
fwered, that all thefe difputes were long
paffed, and he fhould think no more of
them ; and that now he and I were met
together, fuch regulations fhould be
made, as would be fatisfatory to both
parties, and prevent any difputes in fu-
ture. He was always wdrm upon this
argument; ahd I found that he and Mr.
Ellis could never be friends ; however,
I hoped, that the occafions of difpute
might be removed, and their enmity lie
buried within their own breafts.

He next complained of the innova-
tions in the private trade, as falt, bee-
tle-nat, tobacco, &¢c. and the infolent
authority ufurped by our gomaftahs, em-
ployed carrying it on in the diftant parts
of the country. He urged, that we
hid no tight to this trade from our fir-
maun, that it occafioned incredible da-

mage



Tranfaciioms in BENGAL. 143

mage and diforder to his government,
and this for the advantage only of par-
ticulars ; and in fhort infifted, that we
thould continue it no longer, but con-
fine our private trade in the famye man-,
ner it was, before the government of
Meer Jaffier. Although I was of the
fame opinion with the Nabob, as to the
rights of the firmaun; that they could
not be confirued to extend further than
the trade in articles imported by fhip-
ping, and the manufactures and produéts
of the country for exportation; yet I
was unwilling to give up an advantage,
which had been enjoyed by the Compa-
ny's fervants, in a greater or lefs degree,
for five or fix years; and therefore told
the Nabob, that as to the inland trade,
or the trade from place to place in the
country, in the articles of the produce of
the country, we meant only to carty it
on upon the fame footing with other mer-
chants; that we had always paid miore
or lefs duties to the government on this
trade ; but as the rates were not fixed
and regulated, many difputes arofe on
that
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that account; that we would inform our-
felves of the rate of duties paid by the
Moors and other merchants; and accord-
ing to that give a general order, that
_ duties thould be paid in all parts.

To this the Nabob confented with
great difficulty, and declared, that if af-
ter this regulation any more difputes
thould arife, and the duties agreed on
thould not be paid, he thould have no
remedy left, but the laying all trade en-
tirely open, and giving a general liber-
ty to the merchants of the country, and
all other.nations, to carry on their com-
merce cuftom-free.

IT is needlefs to enumerate all the
Nabob’s complaints of the infults ex-
ercifed againft his government, not only
by our fubordinate factories, but by e-
very private merchant; they were in-
deed endlefs ; amongft them were two
letters, which I thought neceflary to
fend down to the Council, one from Mr.
Cartier, the chief at Dacca, to the Na-
bob’s colle&tor there; the other from
Mef. Johnftone, Hay and Bolts, to the

fougedar
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fougedar of Purnea. The following are
copies of the letter I wrote to the Coun-
cil on this fubje& the 15th of Decem-
ber; and of one which I'wrote jointly with
Mr. Haftings the fame day, to inform
them of the regulations we propofed
making with the Nabob.

Extratl of a Letter from the Governor
to the Council. Dated at Mongheer,
December 13.

« INCLOSED I fend for your pe-
rufal two Perfian letters, delivered

to me by the Nabob, with their tran-
flations. One from Mr. Cartier to Ma-
homed Allee, the colle&tor of the Dacca
diftricts, which, if I underftand it right,
(for the expreflions are rather obfcure)
is wrote in a very improper ftile, and
tends to encourage and promote thofe e-
vils, which we have taken fo much pains
to remedy ; I mean, a jealoufy and dif-
truft between us and the Nabob; I re-
queft you will be pleafed to call on Mr.
Cartier for an explanation of his mean-
ing, and give him fuch a caution on
Vou. II, L the
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the occafion, as to you fhall feem ne-
ceflary.

Tue other from Mefl. Johnftone,
Hay and Bolts to Sheer Allee Cawn,
fougedar of Purnea, endorfed by Mr.
Bolts in Englith, and written I imagine
by him, in the name of the Partner-
thip. Whoever rcads this letter, muft
naturally conclude no other government
fubfifted amongft us, fince it was left to
M:r. Bolts to affert the privileges of the
firmaun, and vindicate, in the name of
the Englifh, the freedom of the Com-
pany’s duftuck. Such notiens propa-
gated in the country, muft needs be pre-
judicial to the Company’s affairs, by
weakening their government ; and it is
for this reafon, the Company have for-
bid letters to be written to the country
government, by any perfon excepting
the Prefident, or with his approbation. 1
never refufed to apply for redrefs for
any grievance that the gentlemen in the
fervice, and all other inhabitants of the
{fettlement, have applied to me about ;
and in cafe of my illnefs or abfence, Mr.

. Amyatt
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Amyatt was ready to give them the fame
affiftance. I muft therefore recammend
to you to inflict fuch cenfure or punifh-
ment on Mr. Bolts, as thall feem to you
neceflary for preventing fuch irregulari-
ties in future. I could with alfo, that
it were made a rule for the chiefs of the
{fubordinate factories, and all others,
when they write letters to the country
government, ta fign them, that in cafe
of their being produced afterwards, they
may be known to be authentic.”

Tranflation of a Letter * from Mr. Car-
tier 20 Mahomed Allee.

< EVERAL chokeydars and cut-

wauls, and colle&ors and zemin-
dars, and other officers in the town, and
its dependencies, are guilty of violent
proceedings towards the gomaftahs, and
people of the Englith Company, and
gentlemen ; rob and plunder, and regard
not the Englith flag and duftuck. The
news of this has reached my ears; as
the chiefthip of the factory here belongs

L2 to
* This and the following letter are referred to in
the foregoing.
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to me, therefore, for the fake of juftice,
and to eftablith the Company’s bufinefs,
I acquaint you with thefe proceedings ;
and defire you will in anfwer inform me,
why fuch proceedings have happened ;
yet I am perfuaded you are not the au-
thor of them, and much lefs the Na-
bob. As you are acquainted with the
fecrets of this affair, I therefore fend to
you for a full and proper explanation of
it. You know what a difturbanée till
arife between us; and by the grace of
God you have feen, and will fee, what
our ftrenigth and power has fhewn itfelf,
and will fhew itfelf. Your prudence, and
the care and prefervation of your great-
nefs, would di¢tate to you to turn out the
difturbers; but by turning them out, the
credit and power of the high * name will
be leflened. I hope you will write me the
particulars of all thefe oppreflions, that
I may be acquainted with the whdle pro-
. ceedings,

* This is rendered literally from the original
Perfian ; but in bath, the fenfe is obfcure., It feems
to mean the Nabob, and to be an ironical allufion

to the title conferred on him by the King, whichis
Allee, or High in Rdnk
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ceedings, and may likewife know whe-
ther you are a friend or not. As circum-
ftances are reprefented erroneoufly by
vackeels, I have therefore committed
them to writing.”

Tranflation of a Letter from Mef. John-
ftone, Hay and Bolts 0 Meer Sheer
Allee Cawn, Fougedar of Poorneea.

¢ OUR gomaftah Ramchurn-dofs,
being gone into thofe parts,

meets with obftructions from you, in
whatever bufinefs he undertakes ; more=
over, you have publifhed a prohibition to
this effe¢t ; that whoever fhall have any
dealing with the Englith, you will feize
his houfe, and laya fine upon him. In
this manner you have prohibited the peo-
ple under your jurifdition. We were
furprized at hearing of the affair, be-
caufe that the royal firmaun, which the
Englith nation is poffefled of, is violat-
ed by this proceeding ; but the Englith
will by no mecans fuffer, with patience,
their firmaun to be broke through; we
therefore expe, that upon the receipt
L3 of
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of this letter, you will take off the or-
det you have given to the reiats ; and in
cafc of your not doing it, we will cer-
tainly write to the Nabob, in the name
of the Englith, and fend for fuch an or-
der from him, that you fhall reftore ful-
ly and entircly whatever lofs the Englith
have fuftained, or fhall fuftain by this
obftru@ion ; and that you fhall repent
having thus interrupted our bufinefs, in
defpite of the royal firmaun. After read-
ing this letter we are perfuaded you will
defift from interrupting it, will act agree-
ably to ‘the rules of friendfhip, and fo
that your amity may appear ; and will by
no means ftop the Company’s duftuck.”

Copy of a Letter from the Governor and
Mr. Hattings to the Council. Dated
at Mongheer, December 15, 1762.

s E have had many conferences

with the Nabob on the {ub-
je€t of the late complaints; which ap-
pear to have been chiefly occafioned by
the private inland trade, or the trade
from place to place in the country. He
' enlarged
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enlarged much on the licentioufnefs and
oppreflions exercifed by our gomaftahs,
efpecially on thofe diftant parts of the
province, where his government is lefs
eftablithed, and too remote for our en-
quiries into their behavior. He argued,
that the trade of thofe parts confifted
chiefly in articles produced and fold in
the country, from which former Nabobs
had always reftrained all Europeans, and
to which he did not conceive, that we
could claim any right from our firmaun.
W E agree with the Nabob in opinion,
‘that the true intent and natural meaning
of the firmaun granted to the Company,
was to give to them and their fervants a
free trade, clear of all cuftoms, in all
articles of commerce, to be imported or
exported by fhipping. From fuch com-
merce, a mutual advantage is derived to
our country and to this; but the trade
from place to place in the country, in
falt, beetle-nut, tobacco, and other com-
modities produced here, bringing no ge-
neral benefit to the country, butto par-
ticulars only, who have the fame in their
L 4 hands;
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hands ; we do not think the firmaun can
be underftood to include them, within.
the privilege of the duftuck, or to grant
us a right to trade therein, on any other
footing than the natives themfelves ; that
is, paying the ufual cuftoms to the go-
vernment; for if we had a right to trade
therein cuftom--free, and the natives muft
pay cuftoms, it follows, that no one
but ourfelves could carry on any trade,
which we cannot fuppofe the firmaun
intended *. .

Ir

* The Company, in their anfwer to the com-
plaints of the Dutch, page 36, feem plainly to de-
clare that this is their opinion ; their words are as
follow :

¢« The acceptance of this grant (for the fole
purchafe of falt-petre) by our fervants, they com-
plain of as injurious to them, and as inconfiftent
with that free trade, to which they claim 3 right
under the Mogul’s firmauns.

In fupport of this meafure, we might obferve,
that thofe firmauns, general as they are, are not to
be conftrued as univerfal, but to be underftood with
this limitation, that they do not operate to the pre-
judice of any fubfifting right or ufage ; much lefs of
fuch rights as could not be abolithed, without a
confiderable diminution of the public revenues.

‘Whatever
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It is fa&, that the Nabobs of thefe
provinces, did formerly reftrain the Eu-
ropeans from carrying on this trade up-
on any footing, and by farming out the
feveral articles to particular merchants,
drew to them{felvesaconfiderablerevenue.

ArTER the defeat and death of Sera-
jah Dowla, and the eftablithment of Jaf-
fier Allee Cawn in the Subahfhip, by
the affiftance of the Englith, we began
to take a fhare of this trade, which thare
has been from day to day increafing. It
has, however, always been a fubje&t of
difpute with the country government,
our right never having been admitted
by them, nor regularly claimed and efta-
blithed by us; and the government’s
duties have generally been paid.

BuT not contented with this, the
Englith gomaftahs, in different parts,

have
‘Whatever article of trade, therefore, has been or-
dinarily monopolized and granted in farm, it might
be contended, may ftill be fo enjoyed, and granted
without infringement of thofe firmauns ; the defign
of which was, to admit European traders to the

fame freedom of trading with the Mogul’s qwn fub-
J,e&s, and furely not a better.”
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have lately begun to infift upon this trade
as a firmaun privilege, equally with the
foreign trade, and refufe to pay any cuf-
toms. The government’s people, on
their part, demand the cuftoms, and
upon refufal ftop the goods; and this
conteft has been the occafion of many of
the complaints received by us and the
Nabob.

As, on the one hand, we do not fee
any reafon why the Englith gentlemen,
and other inhabitants of Calcutta, and
the fubordinate factories, thould carry on
the inland trade, with the Company’s
duftuck, or in any other refpe&, more
advantageoufly than the country mer-
chants ; fo, on the other hand, we think
it would be a great hardfhip, if we, and
all belonging to us, were not admitted
upon an equality with the merchants and
inhabitants of other parts of Bengal, and
fuffered to trade, on equal terms, in all
commodities, and in all places, provided
our agents and gomaftahs do not fet
themfelves up for magiftrates in the

country, and carry on their bufinefs by
force
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force and oppreflion. Pradices of this
fort, in many of the Englith agents and
gomaftahs; and an abufe on the part
of the Nabob’s officers of the power put
into their hands, for the reftraint of fuch
practices, have been the caufes of the
many complaints lately received.

Ix thefe fentiments, the regulations
we have propofed to the Nabob for fix-
ing the manner of carrying on this trade
in future, and preventing any difputes
between his officers, and our agents and
gomatftahs, are as follow. '

First, That for all trade imported
or to be exported by thipping, the Com-
pany’s duftuck (hall be granted, and it
fhall pafs unmolefted, and free of cuf-
toms as ufual.

Seconp, Forall trade from one place
in the country to another, in commodi~
ties produced in the country, as falt, bee-
tle-nut, tobacco, &c. the Company’s
duftuck thall not be granted ; but it fhall
go with the duftuck of the buxbun-
der, thehbunder, or other office of the
country government,

THirD,

4
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'THIRD, That at the time of taking
out the faid duftuck, and before the dif-
patch of the goods, the duties fhall be
paid according to the rates, which fhall
be particularlyfettled and annexed to this
agreement.

FourTH, That the faid duties, fo to
be paid before exportation,- fhall be the
whole that are to be paid; fo that after
the difpatch of the goods, nothing fhall
be paid at any chokeys in the road, nor
at the place of fale.

FirTH, That all goods, being furnifh-
ed either with the Company’s duftuck,
or that of the governmment, fhall mect
with no obftruction or delay. The
guards and chokeys on the road fhall
have nothing more to do, than to demand
a fight of the duftuck, unlefs they fhall
obferve the boats to be ladenwith a larger
quantity of goods, than are mentioned
in the duftuck ; in which cafe, they are
to give immediate notice to the neareft
Englifh faGtory, as well as to the near-
eft officer of the government, that or-
ders may be fent to have a fri exami-

nation ;
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nation ; but they are not to detain them
in the road. )
SixTH, If any one fhould attempt to
pafs goods without a duftuck, either
from the government or the Company,
or fhall clandeftinely procure a Compa-~
ny’s duftuck to pafs falt, tobacco, or
other produce of the country, from place
to place, for inland trade, fuch goods
fhall be feized and confifcated. The
guards and chokeys in the road are to
ftop them, and to give notice to the
neareft Englith factory, as well as the
neareft officer of the governmeat.
SeEveNTH, If any perfon, not having’
a duftuck, fhall attempt to pafs boats ot’
goods clandeftinely, under the cover ofy
and in company with, other boats off
goods, having a duftuck, fuch boats or
goods fo attempted to be paffed clan-
deftinely, fhall be feized and confifcated. *
ErcuTH, The gomaftahs i every’
place fhall carry on their trade fréely, and?
as merchants; and fhall, on no aceount;
ufe force in buying or felling. ' If any’
difputes arife in the courfe of their bu--
finefs,
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finefs, they fhall not attempt to redrefs
themfelves, but fhall make their com-
plaints to the fougedar, or other officer of
the government, and have the matter
tried before him. In like manner, if
any merchant or inhabitant fhall be ag-
grieved by any Englith gomaftah, he
thall make his complaints to the fouge-
dar, or other officers of the government ;
and the gomaftah being duly fummoned,
thall appear before him to an{wer to the
charge, and have the matter determined.

NinTH, Todeter the fougedars, and
other officers of the government, from
being guilty of any partiality, they fhall
be enjoined to tranfmit to the Nabob
copies of their proceedings, upon all
trials where Englifh agents or gomaftahs
are concerned ; and likewife to give a
copy to the agent or gomaftah, who, if
he thinks himfelf aggricved, may fend
the fame to his principal; and he may
make hiscomplaint to the Prefident,who,
if the cafe requires it, will apply to
the Nabob for redrefs ; and when any
fougedar, or other officer of the govern-

ment,
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ment, fhall prove guilty of {uch partia-
lity, the Nabob fhall punith him in the
moft exemplary manner.

W Ee think it would be unreafonable
to defire to carry on the inland trade up-
on any other footing, than that of the
merchants of the country ; and that/the
attempting to carry it on free of cuf-
toms, and with the Company’s duftuck,
would bring upon us univerfal jealoufy
and ill-will, and, in the end, prejudice
the Company’s affairs, as well as our
own. In the courfe of our conferences
upon this fubje&, the Nabob obferved,
that if the Englith gomaftahs were per-
mitted to trade in all parts, and in all
commodities cuftom-free, as many of
them now pretend, they muift of courfe
draw all the trade into their own hands,
and his cuftoms would be of {fo little
_value to him, that it would be much
more for his intereft to lay trade entire-
ly open, and colle& no cuftoms from any
perfon whatever, upon any kind of mer-
chandize, which would draw a number
‘of merchants into his country, and en-

creafe
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creafe his revenues, by encouraging the
cultivation and manufalture of a larger
quantity of goods for fale ; at the fame
time, he added, it would effe@ually cut
off the principal fubje& of the difputes,
which had difturbed the good under-
ftanding between us, an abje& which
he had more than any other at heart.
This fcheme we difcouraged all in our
power, as it would immediately render
the duﬁuck ufelefs, and prejudice our
Honorable Mafters bufinefs, by enhanc-
ing the number of purchafers; and it
is an argument why we ought. readily to
confent to the regulation now propofed,
not to rifk hurting the Company’s in-

terefts, for our own private advantage.
THe Nabob defires our orders may
be repeated, that none of the Compa-
ny’s fervants, their agents, gomaftahs,
or other perfons employed by them, fhall
be permitted to hold offices under the
country government, nor to purchafe,
rent, or hold lands, gunges or markets,
nor to lend money to the zemindars or
collectors, as all thefe are fources of dif-
pute
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pute between the Company’s people and
the government’s.

W E have fent Mr. Helas the Nabob’s
orders for the free purchafe of the tim-
bers wanted for the new fort; and the
Nabob has exprefled to Sheer Allee, the
fougedar of that diftri&, his highef¥ dif-
pleafure at the obftruions he before laid
in his way, and the ill treatment which
the Englith gomaftahs in general com-
plained of from him.

IncroseDp we fend the Nabob’s or-
ders to Mahomed Allee, the colleor of
the Dacca diftri&ts, enjoining him to re-
leafc all boats that may be ftopped by him,
or any perfon under his jurifdi&ion, to
demand for cuftoms nothing more than
has hitherto been paid upon the inland
trade of thofe parts, and to refund all
that may have been extorted beyond
that. Likewife another order to the
fame perfon, requiring him to tranfinit
a more circumftantial account of the dif-
pute between the uncle and nephew a-
bout the zemindarree of Baboopoor, and
how it happened, that three or four of

Vou. Il M our
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our feepoys were killed there. But as
both in this affair, and that of Taage-
poor, dependent on Poorneea, where one
of Mr. Gray’s gomaftahs was killed, &
fevere example feems highly neceffary ;
we have agreed with the Nabob, to fend
a perfon on our part along with one of
his, to enquire upon the {pot, and bring
a full and impartial account of each of
thefe events ; and the Nabob has pro-
mifed to punith his people with the ut-
moft feverity, if they psove to be as
guilty as they now appear. Mr. Haf-
tings will go to Taagepoor to finith that
enquiry ; and we defire you will dire&t
Mr. Billers, to produce the neceflary
proofs to the perfon, who may be ap-«
pointed by the Nabob to enquire com-
cerning the other affair.”

As I thought Iwas doing a great fer-
vice to the Englith merchants, by efta-.
blithiog a right to a trade which had al-
ways before been difputed:s and as the
other xegulations before propofed ap-.
peared to me entirely juft and neceflary,

I made
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I made no fcruple to affure the Nabob
they fhould take place, efpecially as I con-
ceived myfelf to be fully authorized by
the Board to act for them on thisoccafion.
I informed myfelf, as well as poffible,
of the duties ufually paid upon falt, and
other articles of inland trade; and in
confequence of thefe enquiries, I agreed
with the Nabob, that the rate of duties
fhould be nine per cent. on the prime:
coft, at the places where the goods are
provided. I found this to be * below
the rate already paid at Luckypoor; and
I knew, that the profits on thaf branch
of trade would bear fuch a eharge with-
out the leaft caufe of complaint. The
Nabob having fet afoot an expedition a-
gainft Beteea and Napaul, which he in-
tended to command in perfon, waited
only my taking leave of him to fet out.
In order therefore to bring our bufinefs
to a conclufion, he fummed up all his
complaints and propofals in a letter,
dated the 26th of December ; and I im-
mediately wrote him an anfwer, afluring
M2 him,

* As is manifeftly proved, page 140 of this Vol,
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him, that the regulations we had agreed
on fhould be eftablithed. I told him,
that upon my arrival at Calcutta, orders
from the Board fhould be fent in confe-
quence to all our fubordinate faQlories.
At the fame time, I defired that he would
give me orders to all his officers, direc-
ting them to act in conformity to thefe
regulations ; which orders fhould be for-
warded along with ours from Calcutta.
The following are exact tranflations
of the Nabob’s letter, and my anfwer,
containing the propofed regulations.

Tranflation of a Letter from the Nabob
to the Governors

“ S there are many places within

‘A the perganahs, in the provinces
of 'Bengal and Bahar, much oppreffed
by the Englith Company’s gomaftahs and
fopvants, I fhal' trouble you to write
to the chiefd 'of CoffimmbiZar, Dacca,
$ackypoor, ' Malday Patna, ' &c. not
togive (dtiffaeks, 'O permit any one to
haoii Eﬁ?gliﬂz"bdldré, befides what' are
geanecd’ Fob dhie-'Cohiparty’s thip-mer-

ITRPL P RPN SR P N S cﬁhﬁﬂlie;
1IF)
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chindize 5 that on whatever goods of
this country they purchafe and fell, they
fhall pay duties for the fame as ather
merchants, and receive a duftuck from
the fircar, and may pafs and repafs, on-
ly giving a copy of their duftuck at every
gaut ; that they fhould ufe no force in
the purchafe and fale of goods ; nor take
pofieffion of the houfes and golas belong-
ing to the reiats and merchants. The
muffulmen merchants pay a duty of nine
per cent. at the gauts, and place of pur-
chafe, &c. you will alfo appoint the
fame duty. Let not any one impede the
dellols and weavers of the fircar at the
aurungs of Dacca, Radanagur, Kirpay,
Nuddea, Moorfthedabad, Malda, Cau-
lygaum, &c. where the fircar may freely
purchafe ; nor injure or opprefs the in-
habitants of the Perganahs; nor prote&
the reiats, merchants, renters, and fer-
vants of the government; nor prejudice
the revenues. As the Company’s go-
maftah’s make falt at Sundeep, &c. I de-
fire you will write to them, not to make
any more there, but, like other mer-

M ;3 chants,
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chgnts: to purchafe it from the mo-
lunghees at the market price. You will
dire@ the gentlemen, gomaftahs, mut-
tafeddces and moonfhees, and other offi-
cersof the Englith Company, torelinquifh
their farms, taalooks, gunges and golas,
and not take any in future ; to afford no
protetion to any one, upon proof to re~
ceive back the money that they paid for
their purchafes; not borrow from, or
lend to the muttafeddees, aumils, ze~
mindars, or other dependents of the go-
vernment ; not to coin any money at
the Mborthedabad, Dacca, or Patna
mijnts, as it occafions a lofs to the fircar,
ut to coin their money at Calcutta. In
the perganahs of Cuddy-barry and Ca-
loo-bauboo-para, and my other jagheer
lands, under the jurifdi&ion of Affam,
the revenues formerly amounted to forty
thoufand rupees,, arifing from the trade
of falt, large timbers, and feveral other
articles. The government’s people ufed
to carry op tlllc ’cvomniercc there, and no
other merchants were permitted to traf-
fick with the mounfaineers. "T'wo years
ago
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ago Mr. Chevalier went there, and he
has put an entire ftop to the trade of the
fircar, and himfelf trafficks with the
mountaineers, from whence a lofs arifes
to my revenues ; and he forcibly feizes
the taalookdars and reiats of the aforefaid
perganahs, to make them draw tim-
bers, by which means they are brought
to the laft diftrefs. In the perganahs of
Gopalpoor and Dukkunbar-poor, and
other diftri&s, where falt is made, the
people of the Company’s factory work
the falt pans; and they take poffefﬁon
of all the falt which the molynghees of
other perganahs have made, by which
means [ fuffer a very great lofs. Morc-
over, they oblige the reiats to receive
money from them for purchafing rice,
and by force and violence they take more
than the market price affords; and the
reiats are runmng away on account of
thefe oppreflions. For many years it
has been cuftomary for the Cafhmeer
merchants to advance money at Sundcr—
bund, and provide molungﬁ’ecs to work

the falt pans there; they paid the rents
' 4 Yor
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for {the. falt pans, at the feveralperga=
nihs ; .and, the duties, on the falt,, which.
w‘?:?c pa'ud at Burry+faul chokey, belonge=! :
inmtoﬁﬁc Shahbunder, amounted to near

t lfty thoufand rypees 5 at prefent, the .,
people of the faGtory have difpoffefled
the Cathmeer merchants, and have ap-
propriated all the falt to themfelves.
Pleafe to write to the gomaftahs of the
aforefaid PlaCCs, to defift from exercifing
any authority there.”

Tranflation of the Governor's Anfwer to
the above Letter.

“ I '"HAVE been honored with the re«

ceipt of your Excellency’s letter,
andl tnderftand the feveral contents. A-
gréeﬁBly to your defire, I will write to
the”‘(:héxefsa‘ of the factories, to grant a
Conipany'’s duftuck upon the purchafe
and ‘f3le of all Thipping goods ; and that
they w’i'lll d?ft,l }'}kq other xpe:qhz}nts,'ip fych
goods as)a.r‘e'lgg))}}g?t and fold in different.
parts o€ the kg:‘otu)(nitrx‘fpr the inland tradsg,
That they muft nat, givg,a Compngis |
duftuck, bugy,mufk, pay auduty, of, sinn.

) er
sl oy P
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per cent. upon the purchafe of the
goods, in lieu of all demands at the
chokeys, &c. into the buxbunder or
fhahbunder, and take a duftuck from
thence, and not be guilty of any vio-
lence or extortion. I hope that you, on
your part, will give orders to the fou-
gedars, and other officers of the fircar,
that they are not to give any interrup-
tion to the purchafe and fale of thipping
goods, with which there will be a Com-

pany’s duftuck ; nor to make the leaft -

demand upon them ; and that they muft
by no means interrupt the purchafe and
fale of theinland trade, but muft grant
a duftuck for the goods, after having
taken the ftipulated duty upon the pur-
chafe-price, agreeably to your com-
mands ; and that the drogas of the cho-
keys muft only take a copy of the duf-
tuck, and make no demands.

Tuave alrcady wroté to all the chief’s
of the factoties, hot to opprefs the reiats
and inhabitants of the perganahs, nor
protedt’ y‘om’ dependents, nor make any
difturbatite i the affairs of the fircar. '

will
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will now again write particularly to the
chiefs ; and freth orders fhall likewife be
fent to the feveral gomaftahs to defift
from fuch proceedings, to look upon the
officer of the fircar as the proper magif-
trate ; and in cafe of any difturbances or
difputes, to appear before him, and
there fettle them. You will give orders
to you fougedars and officers, that they
muft behave to the gomaftahs with truth
and uprightnefs, and a& without par-
tiality ; and if any one makes a com-
plaint againft a gomaftah, that they muft
fend for the gomaftah and decide the
 difpute; and in cafe of a gomaftah’s
.makmg any complamt, that they muft
take that likewife into confideration and
decide it.

" TuavEe wrote to the chiefs of Chit-
tagong, and Luckypoor, that they muft
not work the falt-pans themfelves, nor
'mtcrrupt the merchants and renters of
falt-pans, ‘who 'pay the 'government’s
rents ; but urchafc from thcm what-
‘ever }}lc(yw\?any to pur{;’h €; I accor(;-

caees o ploedt el v b non s
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ingly fend you inclofed two letters for
the faid chiefs.

OrpERs thall be fent to the chiefs and
gomaftahs of the fattories, not torent nor
purchafe any lands, nor to lend to, nor
borrow money from the zemindars and
officers of the fircar; and that they muft
give up whatever taalooks they tay have
heretofore purchafed. You will be pleaf-
ed to give orders, that the purchafe-mo-
ney be returned ; but I have received
complaints from feveral places, that the
officers of the fircar infit upon the
former colleGtions, and beat, and bind,
and imprifon the people ; fuch proceed-
ings are contrary to juftice. You will
therefore give them orders to return the
purchafe-money, and by no means to
demand the paft accounts.

TrE chiefs and gomaftahs of the fac-
tories fhall be ftrictly directed not to ob-
firo& the delolls and weavers of the
fircar.

Ir it,is not agrecable to you, that the

{;money and bullion' of the Englith gen-
tlemen and gomaftahs thould be coined
in
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ihvithe Patna and:the Dacca mints; hnd
itioccafions a lofs to thie fircar, you Wwill
give orders to your drogas ‘there, not to
receive - from them any money or bultion
for coining; yet the fhroffs, upon be-
ingiracquainted with this, will demand
as,much batta as they pleafe, by which
medns the Company’s bufinefs will be
ftopped. I hope, therefore, that you
will write to the Naibs of Moortheda-
bad, -Patna, and Dacca, that the mo-
ngy :0f the Englith Company, and gen-
tlemen, muft pay batta, according to
the rate of the Bazar; and that they muft
Bﬁmfh the fhroffs, in cafe of their de-
mandmg more.

Tu e gomaftahs at Gwalparah fhall
be ftri¢tly charged to carry on their com-
mcrcml bufinefs as formerly, and not to
tradc themfelves with the mountaineers,
bu,t t@ make all their purchafes and fales
through the hands of the droga of the
fircar. You will pleafe to enjoin the
droga, to deal with the Englith gomaf-
tahs in the fame manner as with ed:xcr
rnerchants.” o <
. o
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. Tue foregoing is the letter, * which
we (hall find in the fequel, wrefted into
a thoufand different forms, to make it
appear odious, introduced, on all acca-
fions, with malevolent remarks, and
loudly inveighed againft, by the reft of
the Council. T leave it without further
notice, till my return to Calcutta, when
enough will be faid of it.

THE day after the delivery of this
letter to the Nabob, I took my leave of

himy
* Two of thearticles mentioned in thisletter, viz.
the reftriction of the trade to Rangamettec, and the
prohibition to the Chittagong and Luckypoor faéto-
ries, againft making falt upon the grounds rented by
the country merchants from the government, aie
riat mentioned in the letter to the Board, of the 15th
of December, where Mr. Haftings and I acquaint«
ed them with the regulations we propofed. The
reafon was, that the Nabob had not then entered,
into thofe particulars ; but as he complained of thefe,
innovations afterwards in hislettdr, I ¢dufd not el
nychim the jufhice he afled. Tt will be' fouhd herel
aftqrf that the neceffityi.of 1| thefe jyeffraints  his
been fully acknowledge extending the
farther ; 2'an:i‘ that' T gf\;g au;? yxfof]h?r{:él;:}f ee?&ﬁ‘
firm ‘it of YeMotial regratds finct T fvas’bqually réa-
dy to admit Meer Jaffier’s rights, when Hé was ridd
eflaphthed in the government.
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him, and proceeded :to Patna, where I
arrived the 1ftof January, and met with :
Mr. Eltis. I found that his animofity
againft the Nabob had taken root too
decp to be moved, and I was confirmed
in the opinion, that a reconciliation
was not poffible.

I sTAaveD only four days at Patna,
in which time the Nabob’s deputy laid
before me his complaints; and requeft-
ed, that fuch orders might be given
thereupon, as to prevent any difputes
happening in future. I conferred with
Mr. Ellis upon all thofe points, heard
his objetions, and gave him my opinion
fully. What we chiefly differed upon,
were the Burbunna gate of the city, and
the gunge.

T 5 E Burbunna gate wasa fmall wick- -
et, in the north-weft quarter of the ci-
ty of Patna, which lay moft convenient
for our faQtory fervants to pafs in and
out. . FThe Nabob infifted upon fthuttiag
up this, wicket, for the better preferving
good order in. the city; and. Mr. Ellis
declared it thould not be done, becaufe

- : i
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it would be inconvenient to our fervants,
to go five or fix hundred yards round to
the ‘common weft-gate of the city. I
was with Mr. Ellis on the fpot, it feem-
ed to me to be of no great confequence
on either fide, and the Nabob’s right
was indifputable. I told Mr. Ellis that
this was my opinion, and he acqui-
efced. If he had been fo candid, as to
tell me then, that he thought it a mat-
ter of fo much importance, that it ought
to be referred to the Board, I would
have endeavored to make the Nabob
acquiefce, for fear of its becoming a
party affair.

THE gunge was a large mart or mar-
ket place, for importing grain for whole-
fale. In this country, as in all others,
it is the right only of the government,
to eftablith fuch marts where cuftoms
are colleCted, protetions granted, and
other aéts of fovereignty exercifed.

~Tris * gunge, near the Englith fac-
tory at Patna, was fet up without -any
rlglit, grant, or order, either from the

et 1l Company, -

* It went by the name of Colonel Gunge.

-
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Campany, or the Nabob; an authority
fuch as no private perfon can be allow-
ed; and it proved a continual fource
of difputes with the country govern-
ment, for the advantage of particulars.
On this fubje@® Mr. Ellis feemed to be
convinced, promifed that he would fuf-
fer no more grain to be imported there ;
that he would remove what was in it as
faft as he conveniently could, and abo-
lith the gunge.

THuE following is a copy of the an-
fwer I wrote to the Patna deputy’s re-
prefentations, after having fully difcuffed
every article with Mr. Ellis ; and I fent
that gentleman a copy of it.

Tranflation of the Governor’s Letter to
Rajah Nobit Roy. Dated January 4,
1763.

“ Y Have read the feveral requefts

which you wrote under feparate
heads. Agreeably to your defire, I have
direGted Mr. Ellis, the chief at Patna,
to abolith celonel Gunge, and accord-
ingly orders have, from this day, been

given
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given to the merchants, not to bring
their goods there any more; yet, as it
is neceffary, that fome grain fhould be
laid up in ftore for the Company, to be
ufed in a time of fcarcity, I have there-
fore dire@ed Mr. Ellis to build fome
golas in fuch places as you fhall think
proper to appoint, and to purchafe from
the merchants of the gunge, and keep
in the faid golas about twenty thoufand
maunds of grain on the Company’s ac-
count. After which, the merchants thall
be at liberty to difpofe of what they may
have remaining, according to their own
inclinations, or to keep it in the gunges
of the fircar; moreover, if they are in-
clined to ferve the Company as hereto-
fore, itis well ; and if they are defirous
of fettling in any of the fircar’s gunges,
they have liberty fo to do. When you
have fixed upon a place for ereting the
golas, you will fend your fervant with
a note to Mr. Ellis, and you will allow
what time may be neceflary for remov-
ing the grain from the old golas to the

Vor. IL N -new
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new ones, that no unreafonable lofs may
fall upon the merchants.

W 1T H regard to what you write a-
bout not holding any taalooks, and not
lending to, nor borrowing from the offi-
cers and zemindars, orders have already
been given to this purport, and I under-
ftand, that no body has done fuch things ;
however, I have now repeated thofe or-
ders.

Yovu fay, that numbers of merchants
carry away their goods for {ale, under the
protetion of the futory, and that 1
thould enquire into this matter. It has
of old been cuftomary, that a duftuck
fhould be granted, with whatever cloth,
&uc. is purchafed by the merchants, from
the Englith Company and gentlemen,
and that they fhould accordingly carry
away the goods, and fell them wherever
they pleafe; thisis no new cuftom, and
this is the only protection afforded them.
;:,,Y oy complain, that” the merchants
catry away goods, the produce’of this
COERLIY;, frgm the faGory jnte  the pro-
vinces, with regard to fuch goods as are

bought
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‘bought and fold in the country. The Na-
bob and 1 have agreed, that a certain du-
ty thall be paid for them at once, accord-
ing to the purchafe price; when this
regulation thall every where take place,
no duties will be demanded upon the
road.

I unDERSTAND what you write about
thutting up the Berbunna wicket of the
fort, and concerning the entrenchment
by the river-fide ; and I have feen both
the places in queftion. The entrench-
ment by the river-fide is very proper ; as
to the fhutting the wicket, thotigh there
does not appear to be any great neceffity
for it, and the going round about will
be an inconvenience to the people of the
faCtory, neverthelefs, as it is the Na-
bob’s order, do it whenever you pleafe,
nobody will obftruct you.

Y ovu fay, that Zein-Al-aubudeen, the
aumil of Bahar, writes, that a gomaftah
of the fa&ory tock an obligation from
one Deyuchund, a merchant, that no-
body thould buy opium befides the Eng-
Irth faory. I afked the aumil in your

N 2 prefence,
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prefence, and in that of feveral mer-
chants, whether he had a copy of the
obligation or not. He anfwered, that
¢ Deyuchund complained to him, that
Beenymadoo, an Englith gomaftah, had
taken an obligation from him, and had
forbid him trading in opium, and that
therefore it could not be expected he
fhould pay the ufual duties ;” and that he
thewed him a copy of the obligation,
but did not leave it with him. Now itis
uncertain, whether this ftorv be true, or
whether the merchant wis prompted by
his own.intcreft, to impofe upon the au-
mil, that he might avoid paying the du-
kies; it is therefore proper you thould
fend for the merchant, and enquire into
theaffair, in prefence of Mr. Ellis, whom
I have dire@ed to infli¢t a proper punith-
ment upon the gomaftah, in cafe the
coniplaint be proved; and in cafeit ap-
pb:frs to be falfe, you, on your part,
Mould infli& a proper pumfhrhcnt upon
‘the vnerchant.
W 1 i rega*rd to the fircar’s falt, that
is in the hands of Meer Masahomed: A-
. : thruff,
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thruff, it appears, from the account he
thewed me, that he has, in different
places, difpofed of 23,596 maunds, and
that he has now remaininguponhishands
27,333 maunds ; I enquired of him, in
your prefence, what was the reafon of
his having difpofed of fo fmall a quan-
tity only, in fuch a length of time. He
replied, that ¢ in many places there
was falt belonging to the Englith gentle-
men ; and it was not in his power to ftop
the fale of their merchandize, in order
to difpofe of the fircar’s ; and that, not-
withftanding the obligation entgred into
by the merchants of the city, the officers
of feveral of the neighboring places, did
not put a ftop to the bufinefs of other
merchants, fo that it was impofiible he
thould fell the government’s falt, at an
advanced price, whilft they fold theirs
at the former price.” As the bufinefs
of the merchants of the city has been
ftopped for three or four months, by
which they have fuffered greatly, and as
they will be entirely ruined, if their/bu-
ﬁncfs continaes to be fo ftopped, I would
S N 3 therefore
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therefore advife you to take back What
falt of the fircar’s remains unfold, and
to difpofe of it at the market price; for
the Nabeb will by no means approve of
injuring the merchanfts.

Y ovu fthould examine Mecer Afhruff’s
aceount, Whether he has fold agreeably
thereto, or more than is therein fpeci-
fied ; in eafe he has fold more, it is rea-
fonable that you fhould take from him
whatever money he bas received for it 3
but if his account be juft, he is not in
fault, receive the money from him ac-
cordingly, and make no further demands.
I thall acquaint the Nabob with all thefa
pdrticulars, and he will inform you of
“his pleafure,

You defire Mr. Elli§ may be dire@-
ed not to fehd any money or bullion to
the mints to be coined. This affair is
within the limits of your own guthori-
ty. Give orders to the droga of the
mint; hot to receive any thoney or bul-
lLioh, that may be brought by the fervants
of the factory to be coihied ; and write
td Mr. Elhs, ‘hﬂt if he chufbs it, you

will
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will cein money for him on the fame
terms as for other merchants, or ele
that he may exchange it at the Bazar
priee.

¥ yNDERSTAND what you write con-
cerning the revenues of Birrumpoor vil-
lage, and the Nezzeranna for the falt-pe-
tre. Some thoufand rupees were at dif-
ferent times paid by the Company to
Raja Ramnarain’s army ; of which I faw
the particulars in the Company’s books,
and I have dire@ted Mr. Ellis to make
out the account; and after having de-
duted Rajah Ramnarain’s debt, to pay
the balance into the fircar's treafury.

It is proper that you fhould look
upon me as one interefted in your wel-
fare, and let me have the pleafure of
hearing from you.”

I Tuink it will be generally admitted,
thdt all thefe regulations made and pro-
pofed, both at Mongheer and Patna;
were entirely agegedble to juftice- aﬁd
equity, and well calculited for ‘the ' be-
‘nefit bothof the Nabob’s . governmient,
By o N 4 and
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sd the Company’s, and to prevent dif-
putes between them. I did not doubt
of thisappearing in the fame light to the
gentlemen of the Council in Calcutta,
and aflured myfelf, that they would have
fo much regard for their public utility,
ag to have joined with me heartily in
¢fablifhing them, cven if they fhould
be found in any part to interfere in fome
mcafure with their private advantages ;
but I foon found the contrary ; and that
the heads of the party had taken this op-
portunity of encreafing their ftrength,
by reprefenting to the reft of the Coun-~
cil, that I had an intention of cutting
off the moft profitable branches of their
trage. We fhall foon fee the violent
effeét. which the propagation of this
dotrine produced.

I nero Patna the sth of January,
and called for one day at Mongheer,
where I faw the Nabob, ready to pro-
ceed op the expedition to Beteea and Na~
pawly, his, army. having already croffed.
the river., Jt;may nat be improper to
takp potice, of,, the ftate of the Nahob's

forces
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forces at this time, and the fervice on
which they were going.

AT his acceffion to the Subahfthip his
army, which ftood upon the books of
the government at the rate of upwads
of ninety thoufand men, was compofed
of the fame forces, which had fuccef-
fively ferved the Nabobs Aliverdi Cawn,
Serajah Dowla, and Jaffier Alle Cawn,
andfome of the principal jemmatdarshad
been in the fervice even beyond the time
of Serfraz Cawn; little dependence could
be placed on fuch troops, and the fer-
vants of fo many mafters ; for this rea-
fon, as foon as the Nabob had got pof-
feflion of the province of Patna, he dif-
banded the greateft part of his army,
intending to raife new troops upon a dif-
ferent eftablithment. In this work he
had advanced fo flowly, that whenI was
at Mongheer, his new raifed cavalry did
not amount to two thoufand men; and
his whole force confifted of about fix~
teen thoufand horfe, and three battalions
of feepoys, befide: an inconfiderable
number of peons; who were -kept ra-

ther
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ther for thew than ufe. With this foree -
he planned and attempted the reduQion

of the kingdom of Napaul, and croffed

the great river in perfon, with his army,

leaving his family and treafure at Mang-

heer.

I nAVE been particular upon this fub-
je@, becaufe it has been often affcried,
that he had at this time entertained the
defign of breaking with the Englifh.
Had this really been the eafe, or could
he even have fufpefted, that he had gi-
ven 2 plea to his enemies amongft the
Englith to make war againft him; can
it be imagined, that he would have en-
gaged at fuch a time in a foreign war;
and by crofling the great river, which a
fingle battalion of our feepoys from Patna
might have prevented him from repaf-
fing, left his familyand treafure at Mong-
heer, and the whole, province expofed to
our arms ? In effeét, nothing was more
oppofite to his intereft, or even his dif-
pofition, little reafon as he had to be fa-
tishied at our behaviour to him. His
grcat objc& from the beginning, and

which
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which his natural talents were beft fuit-
ed to, was the increafe and improvement
of his revenues ; but for war he was to=
tally unfit, from his exceffive and known
timidity ; and I believe I may with fafe-
ty afcribe to this caufe, his paffivenefs
and forbearance in the many provoca-
tions which were given him. He knew
too well the weight of the Englith
power, to wifh to expofe his life and go-
vernment to {fo unequal a rifque.

Wz left Mongheer the gth of Janu-
ary, and the 14th arrived at Coffinbuzar,
In the way I received an anfwer * from
the Council of the 27th of Decem-
ber, to the joint letter addreffed them
the 15th of that month, by Mr. Hal.
tings and me, which had been forward-
ed to Patna and returned. With refpect
to the propofal mentioned in that letter,
of legving Mr. Haftings with the Na-
bob, it could have been to no purpofe,

as

* This letter arriving at Mongheer after my de-

parture, followed me to Patna ; where it alfo arriving

after I had Tet out from that place, Mr. Ellis dif«

patched it back to fne, and 1t reached me z little be-
low Monghecr, after I had parted from the Nabob.
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as.the Nabob was then fetting out upon 2
diftant expedition ;. and indeed, I hoped
it would at any rate ‘prove unneceffary ;
not in the leaft doubting, from the juft«
nefs and ufefulnefs of the regulations
which I had made, that the Board on
my arrival in Calcutta would readily con-
firm them. The following are copies
of the letter from the Council, and of
my an{wer from Coffimbuzar.

The Board's Letter to the Governor and
- Mr. Haﬁings.' Dated December 27,
1762,

« W E have received your letter of
the 1s5th inftant. We have

paid due regard to the fubftance thereof;
but as the articles now drawn up, or that
may be concluded on, muft in all pro-
bahility prove the ftandard and limitation
of our inland trade for all future years,
it is, proper that it fhould be maturely
cppfidered, and determined on by a full
Board. We have therefore ordered the
letter to lye on the table, until the Pre-

fident's return. to Calcutta, when we thall
come

IR
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come to a final refolution on the fub-
je& ; and would on that account recom-
mend his leaving. Mr. Haftings with the
Nabob, to ratify fuch articles as may be
then agreed on.

Anxp we think further, that the opi-
nions of as many of the members of
the Board thould be taken on this mat-
ter, as can be conveniently colle&ed.
We beg leave to advife the Prefident’s
talking with Mr. Ellis for that purpofe.

W e fhall write to Luckypoor, agree~
able to what you recommend, regard-
ing the zemindarree of Bauboopoor ; and
alfo forward to Dacca the orders on Ma-
homed Allee. We muft however re-
mark, that we were in hopes, from the
manner the Prefident expreffed himfelf
in a former letter, that Mahomed Allee
would have been difmiffed from his em-
ploy with difgrace, and obliged to make
reftitution for the damages fuftained by
the delays he had occafioned. And'we
muft needs fay, that we think’thefe ar&
points which ought ftill tobe infifted on}*
as we cannot efteein his'being-drdered o'

refund
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refund 'the extorted duties any fatisfac-
tion ; becaufe we cannot fee any righe
or authority he (Mahamed Allec) had
10 exact thefe additional duties, or caufe
the interruptions he did, until a treaty
of the nature now prepofed had been
concluded.”

Extratt of a Letier from tbe Governgr
2o the Board. Dated Coflimbuear,
Januwary 15, 1763.

« W»ITH refpect to Mahomed Al-

lee, the colle@or at Dacca, 1
conld mot refufe a propofition fo reafon-
able, as what the Nabob made ; that is’
that he fhould have an eopportunity of
anfwering for himfelf. Inclofed d fend
you copies of his addreffes to the Na-
bob, on the fubject of the -complaints
again® him.

Mirea ALLee REzza is appointed
amecn 1o go and-emquire upon the fpot ;
and.orders fhould be Tent to the chiefs-of
Dacca, Chittageng, ard Liuckypeor, to
produce mhat proofs they cen of the
facks complained.of, -to the Tad-usreen. -

Ican
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{ cAN venture ¢o affure you, the Na-
bob will not be backward in punifhing
Mahomed Alee, if he proves guilty.
Torrut Sing, the amuldar of Tauge-
goor, being convidked of killing Mr.
Gray’s gomaftah, has reccived fentence
#0 be hanged at the place where thre sio-
donce was committed ; and Sheer Allee,
fer ¢pdeavoring to {creen him, and his
dH dehavier to -our gomaftahs in general,
will be difmiffed from his goverament
of Poorneea. | :

I o8sERVE, what you mention con-
cerning the inland trade, in your letter
to Mr. Haflings and me jointly; the
Company’s duftuck never having been
granted for thofe articles of trade by any
former gowernors ; neither fhall I-think
myfelf empowered to grant them, with-
outthe orders of our Honorable Mafters;
and therefore to prevent our being liable
to have our goods ftopped for duties, at
many different.places, as is the cafe with
the country mearchants, I wifhed to hawe
thofe duties made up in the moft.raafon-
-able manner into one.fum, to-be paid at

one
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one place before the difpatch of the
goods. After getting what information
we could, Iagreed with the Nabob that
they thould be rated at g per cent. upon
the purchafe-price; which being paid
before the' difpatch of the goods, and
the duftuck of the country government
taken, they fhould be liable to no other
demands throughout the three provinces.
You will obferve, that this is lefs than
the Luckypoor gentlemen, in their let-
ter of the 6th of November laft, men=~
tion, they have always paid upon falt
and tobacco, which are the principal
obje&s of this trade. In my way down,
I took an account from the agents of
fome Patna and Hoogly merchants, of
what they had paid, and were liable to
pay for the falt under their charge, by
which you will perceive, that the fir~
carree duties only, without reckoning the
duftore taken at the feveral chokeys,
amounts, by the loweft of the feveral
informations, to more than 25 rupees
per 100 maunds. I have fent a copy of
this account to the Nabob, and recom-

mended
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mended to him to free the merchants
in general from fuch a variety of de--
mands, by receiving from them in like
manner a reafonable rate of cuftoms
in one place only.

I vesTErRDAY fent for the principal
fhroffs of the city, and enquired of
them, why they refufed to exchange the
Calcutta ficcas ; and as they are ftruck
with the name of Moorfhedabad, how
they could diftinguith them from thofe
which are ftruck in the Moorfthedabad
mint ? They replied, that the ftamp
was not fo well made at Calcutta, and
that the rupees, for the moft part, are
too broad and thin, by which they could
diftinguifh them. 1 defired Mr. Batfon
to fend for fome, and upon examination,
found the obfervation of the throffs to be
very true ; however, they agreed to re-
ceive them, and promifed to do {o in fu-
ture ; the Nabob’s deputy was prefent,
and aflured me, he would enforce it,
whenever Mr. Batfon may apply to him ;
but it is neceffary, that our mint-maf-
ter take all poffible care to make our ru-

Vor. II. o pees
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pees equal in every refpe& to thofe of
Moorfhedabad, and if poffible fo alike,
that they may not be diftinguifhed one
from another.

Having received from Mr. Amyatt
the news of the French cruizers in Bal-
lafore road, I fhall fet out from hence
to-morrow morning, with relays of
bearers, to Mirzapoor, from whence I
thall proceed in a light boat to Calcutta,
fo that I fhall probably arrive as foon as
this letter.

I LEFT major Adams at Patna, and he
intends-to return by the Pachaet road.”

Tue day after the difpatch of this
letter I fet out from Coflimbuzar, up-
on the news of the French fhips being
in Ballafore road, and arrived in Calcut-

ta the 18th.

SECTION
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SECTION XI.~

The general Aflembly of the Council,
and their Proceedings.

Tbe Regulations circulated by the Nabob.—
Lopy fent to the Board by the Chief of
Dacca.—The Membersof theCouncilcall-
eddown_fromthe fubordinate Factories.—
Letter from Mr. Cartier to the Board,
on the Subject of his Letter to the Col-
lector of Dacca. Letter from Mgf.
Johnftone, Hay and Bolts to the Board,
on the Subject of theirs, to the Fouge-
dar of Poorneca.—Letter from the
Chief and Council of Dacca ¢o the Board,
with a Perfian Copy of Mr. Vanfittart’s
Letter of Regulations.— Mr. Gulfton’s
Tranflation of 1t.—T he Nabob’s Orders
to bis Collettor at Dacca.— Minutes of
Council upon thefe.—DMr. Vanfittart's
Minute in Council, on the Subjcét of the
above Proceedings.—Violence of the Na-
bob’s Oficers.—Exaggerated Complaints
againft them.—Orders from the Board
to Luckypoor and Dacca.—Mr. A-

O 2 myatt’s
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" toyatt’s Minute in Anfwer to Mr. Van-
" Afittart’s.— Firft Méeting of the general
Council.——Motion for calling Major

* Carnac #o the Board.—The Motion car-
ried—Mr. Amyatt's Minute at the
"Opening of the general Council.—Re-
marks on it.—Difficulty of alting be-
tween the Nabob and the Council.—
M. Vanfittatt’s Minute in Council.—
Frefb Complaints from Patna and Dac-
ca Fattoriecs.—Refoli:20ns of the Board

. thereupon, empowering the Fallories to
make Ufe of Force.—My. Vanfittart's
Letter to the Nabob, acquainting him
awith it.—Major Carnac's Letter to the
Board, defiring to be reinflated in the
Command cof the Trogps at Fatna.—
‘Letter jfrem the Chicf' and Courcil ar
Patna 70 the Board, concernizg the
Gunge.—Plan for conduéting the Pro-
' rem“mg: of the general Council.~—De-
" Bate conce crning the Burbunna Gate and
the Gunge.—Letter to the Nabob, con-

“ thining ‘the Refolutions of “the BMajority
Sor opening the Burbunna Gate.—The
szgé orderz’d %0 i abols _/7aed —Ruejtions

{0
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to be debated, relative ro the Reguln-
tions and the private Trade.—Complaint
Jfrom Luckypoor againft the Nabob's
Officers. Orders to feize the Off-
cers. — Debates upon the bcfore-men-
tioned Queftions. — Refolutions of the
Board.—RQueftion propofed, what Arti-
cles of Trade fhould pay Duties to the
Nabob, and what Duties 2=—Debate
upon it, and the Conclufion.—Remarks
on it.—Mr. Haftings’s additional Mi-
nute in Council.— Letter from the Na-
bob o bis Colleétor at Dacca, concern-
ing the Stoppage cf fome Goods belong-
ing to Mpr. Vanfittart.—Letter from
Myr. Vanfittart fo the Nabob on thar
S?zéje&. —Further Complaintsagainfl the
Nabob’s Officers.«—Fougedar of Ran-
gamattee ordered to be ferzed.— Plan for
deciding Difputes between our Agents
and the Nabob’s Oficers.—Remarks
upon it.— T he Nabob returns from bis
Expedition.—Much alarmed by the gc-
neral Affembly of the Council.—Three
Letters from bim to the Governor.——
Letter from the Governor in Anfwer.—
Mr. Johnftone’s Motion.—Debate up-

O 3 on
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o it, and the Refolutions of the Board.
-—Mef. Amyatt and Hay appointed to
go on a Deputation to the Nabob.—
" Great Difturbances between the Nabob’s
" Officers and our Factories at Patna and
Dacca. — A Detachment from Patna
Jeizes the Nabob’s Officer ut Mow, who
is kept Prifoner in the Fattory.—Part
of that Detachment attacked and car-
ried before the Nabob, who releafes them.
—Several Letters from the Chief and
Council at Patna to the Board, and
Jrom the Nabob to the Governor upon
their Grievances.— Letter to the Na-
bob, containing the Refolutions of the
Board upon the foregoing.—The Nabob
publifhes a general Exemption of Duties.
—Debate upon that Sutbjeit, with the
Refolution of the Board to infiff on the
Nabob’s annulling that A& — Mef.
Johnftone end Hay accufe Mr. Vanfit-
tart of baving made a private Agree-
ment with the Nabob for the Benefit of
bis own Trade.—Mr. Vaniittart’s An-
Swers.—3wo Letters from the Nabob,
containing & warm Remonfirance againft
the
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the Praoceedings of the Board.—Letter
Jrom the Chief and Council at Patna,
with an Account of a Fray between
Jome of their Seepoys, and the Nabob’s
Forces at Gyah. — The Board offended
at the Nabob’s Letters.——Debate in
Confequence, whether Mef. Amyatt and
Hay fhould proceed on their Deputation.
—Agreed, they fbould fet out, and wait
the Nabob’s Anfwer at Coflimbuzar.

IT had been agreed between the
Nabob and me, that after my ar-
rival at Calcutta, the regulations thould
be fent from the Council to the'different
factories, with his orders to his officers,
which he gave me for that purpofe;
but inftead of this, I had hardly left him,
when he difpatched copies of my letter
to his officers in all parts of the coun-
try, with general orders for their ob-
fervance; and a dire&ion, that all Eng-
lith gomaftahs, who refufed to comply
with them, fhould be turned out of the
country. Copies of thefe being deliver-
ed by the Nabob’s officer at Dacca, to-
O'4 ' the
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tl*e chlef of our faGory, were by hint
1mmed.xatcly forwarded to the Board,
w*th a letter filled with the moft aggra~
Vated reprefentations of the lofs, which
would accrue from them to the private
co'nmcrce, and of the encroachments
upon what they called our privileges.
My letter, which contained the regu-
latlons, was put into the hands of Mr.
Gulfton *to be tranflated, andwas by him
rendered into Englith, with a pedantick
ﬁnoulanty of ftile, and an affeGted pre-
cifion and pofitivenefs, efpecially in fuch
pafl: ages, as were called by the Board an
attack upon their rights. Thefe aggra-
vations ferved but too effe€tually to add
fiel to minds, already difpofed to catch
re from the flighteft occafion; and left
any thing fhould be wanting, to carry
the defigns of the, party to the moft vio-
lcnt extieines, Major Carnac, who had
no concem, or any right to interfere in
f'uc%l matters was called upon to join
his onﬁxon to that, which the Board
t'hopg'ht proper £o pafs upon thofe regu-

. b lations 3
! S Xt‘ that tune Perﬁan tranflator.
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lations; and I will take upon me to
mention him as the author and direGor
of the refolution, to call down all the
members of the Board, from the fub-
ordinate factories to the Prefidency, to
give a fanétion to the meafures which
he had long had in view, and which
were now to be carried into execution.

. ANp although it is certain, that the
unheard of privileges, this.aflembly came
prepared to infift on, muft neceffarily
produce a rupture with the Nabob, yet
the Nabob, by his own folly, made the
danger more fudden and unayoidable.
He could no way have given his enemies
a greater advantage, than by difpatching
as he did copies of my letter, to all
parts of the country, and enjoining his
aumils to enforce the immediate ob-
fervance of the regulations therein pro-
pofed, without waiting until directions
in confequence were fent from Calcutta
to our factories jointly, with the orders
to his officers, which he delivered me
for that purpofe. It is plain, by my let-
ter to the Nobit Roy (p. 176) that I
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did not intend the regulations fhounld
take place till general orders were fent
every where; and the Nabob himfelf
well knew, that my orders could not
take place, till joined with thofe of the
Board, which he had therefore defired
me to obtain. Of courfe I expe&ed the
Nabob would wait, till I could write
him from Calcutta of the refolutions of
the Council; if he had, he would have
found, that they oppofed every part of
the regulations, and he would have had
time to determine, whether he would
fubmit to their demands or not. In-
ftead of that, his officers proceeding
immediately to make ufe of force, o-
bliged me to join with the reft of the
Board in reftraining them; and thus,
one a& of hottility following another,
gave the difcontented on each fide a
continual opportunity of widening the
breach, and at length rendering it irre-
parable.
MR. Cartier’s * letter to the Nabob's
colle¢tor at Dacca, and 4 that of Mef.
John-
* Page 147. + Page 149.
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Johtiftone, Hay and Bolts, to the fouge-
dar of Poorneea, have been already taken
notice of in this narrative, with my rea-
fons for laying them before the Coun-
cil, that they might prevent the ill con-
fequences which fuch a licentioufnefs
muft produce to our own government,
and our conne&ions with the Nabob, if
every private perfon took upon himfelf
to threaten the Nabob’s officers with the
effe@s of the Englith power, and pre-
fcribe rules for their condu&. Mef,
Johnitone and Hay (who were members
of the Board) pretending, that their cha-
rattets were defignedly aimed at by the
charge againft them, replied to it, with
the bittereft inve&ives and recrimina-
tions upon myfelf. Mr. Cartier in lefs
violent terms juftified his own behavi-
or, by producing the Englifh draught of
the letter he intended towrite, and which
was a decent reprefentation of his com-
plaints ; but his moonfhee wrote the
Perfian original in the terms in which
it herc appears (p. 147.)

In
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In the conclufion, the Board vindi-
cated the behavior of thofe gentlemen,
and approved of the cenfures which they
had taken upon them to caft upon my-
felf ; and this affair became a frefh ag-
gravation of the party rage againft me.

IT was not till after my arrival in
Calcutta, that I fufpected any obje&ions
could be made to the regulations which
I had fettled with the Nabob. With
this I was firlt acquainted by Mr. A-
myatt, who told me, orders had been
fent for the members of the Board to
come down from the fubordinate fettle-
ments ; and I expeéted accordingly the
moft violent oppofition. But when I
called for, and perufed the proceedings
of the Board upon this fubje, nothing
could exceed my aftonifhment at the in-
jurious afperfions, and the illiberal in-
ve@tives, with which they had recorded
their difapprobation of my condu&, ex-
ceeding even the extremeft bounds, to
w‘nch I could have expected the moff:
inveterate malice of party would have led
thcm A copy of thofe proceedings I

* ' fhall
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fhall here enter at large, confifting of
Mr. Cartier’s letter to the Board, ex-
plaining the intention of his letter to
the Nabob’s colle&or at Dacca. Mefl.
Johnftone and Hay’s letter upon the fub-
ject of that which they wrote to the fou-
gedar of Poorneea; the letter from the
chief and council at Dacca, inclofing
Perfian copies of mine to the Nabob,
which contained the regulations, and the
Nabob’s orders to his officer on the oc-
cafion; Mr. Gulfton’s tranflations of
thofc Perfian copies, and the refolutions
of the Board.

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Cartier to
the Council. Dated January g9, 1763.

& EING calicd upen by the coun-
cil of this facory, for an expla-

nation of a letwer wrote to Mahomed
Allee, coll=&or of the revenues at Dac-
ca; I think proper, with the confent of
the gentlemen here, to addrefs myfelf to
the Roard on this occafion; and at the
fame time, to decldre the pleafure it af-
fords me, to vindicate any part of my
conduct,
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condu@, that may appear dark or myf-
terious, before fo juft a tribunal.

THEe letter addrefled to Mahomed
Allee was wrote and fent him the gth of
O&ober ; a copy of which, and his an-
fwer, I forwarded to Mr. Vanfittart ; the
fame was received by that gentleman,
during his abode at the French gardens.
When an entire interruption was put to
all commerce, our fervants plundered,
and ufed ill; the flag grofly infulted, e-
ven in the city, and almoft under our
éyc ; when our intercourfe to Calcutta
by letters was one time ftopped ; in what
fhape was I to act, but in the manner I
did ? Mahomed Allee was pointed out,
by the whole country, as the principal
encourager of thefe grievances and in-
fults. On my applying to him for re-
drefs, by the dewan and vackeel of the
fa&ary, he conftantly denied having the
leaft hand in them. I therefore thought
it beft, in fuch a fituation of affairs, to
apply myfelf to him by letter, and to
demand a pofitive declaration as to the
caufe of thefe difturbances. His anfwer

was
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was {uch, as might be expe&ed from an
intriguing man, in every re{pet evafive
and unfatisfattory.

You think, gentlemen, the ftile of
my letter was rather improper, and tend-
ing to promote thofe evils, which you
have taken fo much pains to remedy ;
namely, a jealoufy and diftruft. I muft
beg leave, gentlemen, to diffent from
you in this opinion ; and maintain, that
the extravagant and vexatious behavior
of the government was the caufe of thofe
evils ; and raifcd, I may venture to fay,
both jealoufy and diftruft in every breaft.
In fuch a conjunéture, I think an Eng-
lithman cannot f{peak too bold ; I only
wrote, what I imagined would have a
proper effe¢t on the mind of a man,
who I fuppofed acted from his own
judgment, and without a legal order.
The fyftem of the prefent government
muft be entirely changed within thefe
twelve months, if the ears of the offi-
cers in it, are too delicate to bear with
a warm remonfitrance.

I can
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I caN conceive my letter to Maho-
med Allee to be nothing more ; and con-
fidering the importance of ‘the affair not
too warm. As chief of this factory, I
efteemed it my particular duty, to fup-
port thofe privileges our nation are in-
vefted with; and had I tamely fubmit-
ted to fuch a grofs invafion of, them,
without any endeavor on my fide to pro-
cure redrefs, I think I thould be unwor-
thy of the poft I hold, and defervedly.
defpifed by the gencrality of the world.

‘I nore, gentlemen, the above will
be fufficient to afcertain to you the juft
motives that induced me to write the
faid letter, and fatisfy you (confidering
the occafion) the flile of it was not al-
together improper. o

Tur original letter I now inclofe
you, from which the Perfian tranflation
was made, though thc purport of it is
little different from the copy fent up in
your general letter.”

Cety
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Copy of a Letter from Meff. Johnftone
and Hay to the Council. Dated Janu-
ary 14, 1703.

o WE have received the copy of a

’ letter, wrote by the Prefident

to the Board, complaining of Mr. Bolts’s

comdu& in writing a letter in the name
of Meffieurs Johnftone, Hay and Bolts,
to the Poorneea fougedar, reprefent-
ing the grievances and oppreffions
that our gomaftahs met with, in tranf-
acing our bufinefs in that country, and
afferting the privileges of the firmaun;
and at the fame time recommending to
you, to infli& a cenfure or punithment
on Mr. Bolts for the fame. We there-
fore think it neceflfary, and our duty to
inform you, gentlemen, that Mr. Van-
fittart, when he caft the whole of that
tranfa&ion on Mr. Bolts, did it not with
any good reafon, as we were both ac-
quainted with the contents of the let-
ter, and of its being fent ; and we can-
not help thinking, from the terms of
hisletter, that it was wrote with no other
defign, than to fhew how blameable we

were in his eyes, and how we ought to
Vor. II. P be
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be treated ; but we hope you gentlemen
will judge otherwife. We are fo far
from thinking with the Prefident, that
it is criminal to affert the privilege of
the firmaun, that we think every one
that does not, little deferves the benefit
of it: and that its being afferted in pri-
vate letters, can never weaken the Com-
pany’s government, or prove prejudi-
cial to their true intereft. The juftnefs
of our gomaftahs complaints, to which
we refer, and which gave occafion to
ou. .letter to Sheer Allee Cawn, will
appear by his anfwer; in which he ac-
knowledges, . that by the Nabob’s orders
our trade fhall be cnnrcly confined to
that of ready money purchafes, contrary
to the eftablithed cuftoms throughout the
country, and which muft of confcqucncc
put a ftop to all trade, or fetter it in a
manaer, unknown before, -in the worft
of times in Bengal.

Ouzr letter, as tranflated by Mr. Gul-
fton, which we .pow lay before the
Board, we hope will appear unexcep-
tionable ; for when it is faid, in cafe
we did not find an end was put to the

oppre {-
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opprcﬁ‘lons which we complained of,
that we would make application to the
Nabob for redrefs for ourfelves and
others; ' it is not to be imagined,
that we thould have procured this ap-
plication to the Nabob, otherwife than
from your Board ; and this was our in-
tention. But Mr. Vanfittart is of a dif -
fcrent opinion, and takes great cxcep-
tion at its being faid to be done in the
Enghfh name, and redréfs obtained for
others. Had he thought proper to have
mentioned it to either of the partners
refiding in Calcutta, he might have
been fatisfied, that shere was no bad de-
fign in ufing the word others; but that
it was introduced entirely by miftake;
and we have reafon to think, Mr. Van-
“fittart was not unacquainted with the
contents of that letter before he left
Calcutta, as our gomaftah wrote us af-
ter the receipt of the letter, the fouge-
dar would not fend us his anfwer, till it
was approved of by the Prefident, for
which purpofe it was fent by the fouge-
dar with one of his own to Calcutta.
And we did not receive the anfwer till

P2 fome
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fome days after Mr. Vanfittart’s depar-
ture from Calcutta.

T uE unwillingnefs the Prefident had
to believe complaints of this nature, and
more particularly that they were owing
to the Nabob’s'orders, induced us to ad-
drefs Sheer Allee Cawn in the manner
we did, to fee whether he would anfwer
us, as he did our gomaftah; and on
this, to have a foundation for applying
to your Honorable Board for redrefs.
You will pleafe to remark, that Sheer
Allee Cawn reprefents Dadney advanced
for goods, as money let out at intereft ;
which latter bufisefs our gomaftahs
nover carried on 3 and we cannot con-
ceive, that the mifbehavior of a few go-
niaftahs in that or any other way, when
proved, joined to the many groundlefs
complaints of the government, fhould
be efteemed fufficient caufe for the Na-
bob to ufurp, ‘or we to give up the
ptivileges of the Englith Company in
thid country's' when, at the fame time;
fo manly ‘well igrounded caufes' of com-

plaint' have Beetl:gived By the fervants’
"\ P SRS DA ii‘; v ey G Of
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of the Nabob, to thofe wha by the Com-~
pany’s indulgence have the privilege of
duftucks, and of courfe are exempt from
all duties, and their proteGion; that
thefe privileges for feveral months have
been greatly infringed in fome parts,
and entirely taken away in others, by
the country government, is what we,
as well as moft Englifh traders, except
the Prefident, have feverely felt in our
private fortunes. '
WE received a letter from our agent
Mr. Robinfon, at Gwalparah, informing
us of the difficulties he labored under,
from the obftacles thrown in the way of
our trade, and the danger with which
he was threatened by the fougedar of
Rangamettee, which he reprefented as
greatly fomented and encreafed by the
arrival and practices of one Gongaram
Metre, who was come there in Augufdt,
and affumed to himfelf, on the ftrength
of his perwannah from the Governor, the
office of inquifitor, and fupervifor of
the agents of the Englifh, &c. in thofe
parts. 'The perwannah, extrats of Mr..
P 3 Robinfon’s
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Raobinfon’s  detter, Gongaram Metre’s.
letter to Mz, Tiexeira, and the letter
from the Rangamettee fougedar to
Mr. Robinfon, are fubmitted to your
confideration, fome of thefe were for-
warded to the Governor, requefting the
neceffary redrefs ; in anfwer, we have re-
ceived through him a perwannah from
the Nabob to the fougedar of Ranga-
mettee, as per fubjoined tranflation, di-
reting him not to obftruct our trade, or
colle&t duties on goods provided for ex-
portation, or,that come from Calcutta
with a duftuck, but to levy the ufual
duties on other goods, and to fend to him-
{elf and the Prefident, an account of the
rates according to which they pay. This,
we humbly conceive, is contrary to the
axticles..af our treaty with the Nabob,
and reduges wp again to thofe privileges
we. enjoyed before the time of Meer Jaf-
fier Cawn, and which we imagine was
not the. featiments of the majority of
the Board, at the time the Prefident left
it., Bythis perwannah, however, we
have not got the leaft fatisfaction for

the
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the infults and lofles we have fuftained,
by obftru&ing our trade, both inland dnd
Calcutta; but, on the contrary, it is
left to the fougedars difcretion, who
has been guilty of the violences aind
lIoffes we complained of, to fix the rates
of the duties on the different articles of
inland trade; on which, to the beft of
our knowledge, the Company’s fervants,
that have traded there, fince the treaty
with Jaflier Allee Cawn, never yet paid
any, and of courfe there could be no
cuftom to follow, which fcheme, thould
it take place, would reduce us on a foot-
ing with (if not below) the traders of the
country, as is the with of the Governor’s
agent in that part, probably in the ima-
gination, that this may be a means of
throwing the whole trade into their
hands, by the extraordinary intereft Mr.
Vanfittart has with the Nabob.
WHATEVER opinion the Prefident
may entertain of Mr. Cartier, ot Mr.
Chevahcr, ‘they have had the hﬁp'pmefs
hnthcrto to be efteemed by eve Body
that knows them The entIMan we

4;. "}, s fént
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fent ap, Mr, Robinfon, had the permif-
fion and approbation of the Board; we
think, therefore, if fuch grievances as
wete alledged againft Englifh agents and
gomaftahs, really exifted in thefe parts,
the fubje&ing them to the fcrutiny and
{upervifal of black dependents, of what-
ever denomination, without the know-
ledge of the Board, was an indignity of-
fered to it, to us, and to every gentle-
man concerned ; and, however the pro-
pagating fuch notionsin thiscountrymay
ferve to ftrengthen the hands of the go-
verfiment, we humbly conceive it can
give but a very odd opinion' of the other
members to whom it is jointly entrufted.
IN the coutrfe of the bufinefs we have
carried ony' we have met with the great-
eft impédiments in almoft all parts, but
in particularin Poorneea, the Rungpoor,
difiricts of Gwalparah and Rangamettee,
froms the different fougedars, zemindars,
Mrl Modre, Gongaram Metre, 8c. the
aceounts of srhich, as we have received
them fromt*t our agents, we now lay be-
fotstyow,rand hope you will procure for
b . us
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us that fatisfa@ion and redrefs which we
have hitherto been unable to obtain.”

Copy of a Letter from the Chief and Coun-
cil of Dacca to the Board. Dated Ja-
nuary 10, 1763.

« E did ourfelves the honor to

write you yefterday, and have
fince been furprized by the receipt of
two papers (which came inclofed for
your perufal) from the Naib, and from

Mahomed Allee of this place, who de-

fired to be informed what degree of re-

gard we intend to pay the orders they
contained ? To which we replied, that we

did not care to acquicfce with the terms

of thofe papers, as the Prefident' and

Council of Calcutta, on whom alone it

refted to give a fanltion to fuch com-

mands, had not thought proper to tranf-
mit us any fuch inftructions. We know
not in what light you will look on thefe
direCtions to the Naib of this place, but
hope you -will approve ‘the reply we
made, and will pardon us the liberty
of « addreﬁ'mg a' few lipes on' this {ub-

ject.
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je&. The immediate circulation of
thefe articles throughout the country,
will be attended with very bad confe-~
quences to the Company’s inveftment,
and muft entirely ruin moft of us at
this plzce, who, on the faith of treaties,
or public indulgencies, have large con-
cerns abroad, which never can be col-
le@ed in, if thefe privileges, without a~
ny previous notice, be fnatched from us.
The protection of our gomaftahs and fer-
vants, from the oppreflion and jurifdic-
tion of the zemindars, and their cucher-
rees, has ever been found to be a liberty
highly effential, both to the honor and
intereft of our nation; and we appre-~
hend the utility of it for carrying on eve-
ry kind of bufinefs, but efpecially the
provifion of cloth, is fo well known to
you, gentlemen, that it is needlefs for
us to add more, as you will at once per-
ceive the numberlefs vexations and in-
terruptions; we fhall megt with, if the
zemindars have authority,onevery flight
difpute, to fummon and confine our go-

maftahs. whenever they thipk proper.
The
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The injunction, with refpe® to duf~
tucks, affe@®s every article of commerce,
except fuch as are imported on thipping.
Mr. Cartier being enjoined not to give
one for any article that is the produce of
Bengal, and to pay a duty of nine per
cent. to the Nabob, on every merchan-
dize not brought in or fent by fea. This
furely cannot be meant, butthe words
feem too equivocal not to make us with
to have your fenfe of them, on fo im-
portant a point. Aduty once fixed, could
fcarce be a burden; but if added to
this, we are fubje€ted to vexatious ap-
plications to the Nabob’s officers for duf-
tucks, it will be a grievance we fhall in-
deed feel. The dignity and benefit of
our duftucks, are the chief badges of
honor, or at leaft intereft, we enjoy from
our firft irmaun, and has been held in
fuch efteem, as to fecure our effeéts from
thofe depredations, which the natives fuf-
fer in paffing their goods through the
country ; and if thefe new duties on all
the produ&®s of the country are thought
Juﬁ may a6t the Nabob e/ propetly fe-

cured
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curéd of ‘them, by the Shahbunder’s rc~
ceipt for the cuftom being affixed to the
back of every duftuck, previous to its
bemg figned ? This will furely a{certam,
in the moft ample form, the duties to
the Nabob, and free us from the prin-
cipal grievance we can feel from their
eficreafe. The prohibition, with refpeét’
to tofals, is a reftraint not even put
on the Moguls and natives, the liber-
ty of ereting new ones, fo far from be-
ing injurious to the Nabob, abfolutely
enhances his cuftoms, by clearing lands,
that would have otherwife been uninha-
bited ; and the order to purchafe every
thing for ready money, amounts nearly
to an exclufion from all fuch branches
of trade, as the venders will then im-
pofe on us whatever prices they jpa)ge
proper.

WiTH refpect to Aflam, we muft beg
leave to obferve, that the Nabob, or his
fougedar of Rangamettee, can have no
more right to regulate the terms of our
comimerce with the natives of that coun-
try, than with thofe¢ of China. All the

powes
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power he exerts over our gomaftahs is
arbitrary and oppreflive; and neither
juftice nor antient cuftoms can warrant
fuch abufes, or regulate his officers in
the colle&ting of taxes, tho’ the whole
dire&ion is now referred to his droga of
Rangamettee. No duties have ever yet
been paid on lack, muggadoeoties, and
other goods brought from Aflam; thofe
goods may furely be efteemed imports
when they are brought into Bengal, and
may be intitled to our duftucks.

AL L our privileges, all our fortunes,
and future profpects, depend upon the
refult of your deliberation on thefc
points ; and we hope, let what will be
your fentiments, you will be pleafed to
fufpend the execution of them, till our
prefent concerns are colle&ted in, with
our antient indulgencies. No treaty of
commerce in any country has been car-
ried into execution, or frefh duties le~
vied, without a previous declaration for
as long a term, as was adequate to the
fettlement of thofe concerns that were ta
be mﬁuaxcefi by fuch new regulations ;.

and
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and we flatter ourfelves, that we fhall
not become objeéts of unexampled fe-
verity on this occafion. The trade of
the fervants has ever been thought inti-
tled to your proteion; and we hope,
if particular branches are now to be gi-
ven up, we fhall ftill be indulged with
the influence of your authority, and pri-
vilege of our duftucks, till we can finith
our prefent engagements. If you refufe
us this requeft, gentlemen, you undo us
at once ; as the publication of thefe or-
ders from Mongheer, with the ftamp
of your authority, will fo affect our na-
tional credit and influence in the coun-
try, as muft for ever difable us from col-
le@ing in the large fums we have out-
+ ftanding.
Ir we have obtruded on the Board
-more than is deemed fit, or prefumed
in any part of this to advife, where o-
‘bedience was do, we crave your pardon,
and fhall be ready to pay the utmoft re-
. fpect to any orders tranfmitted by your
Baard,”

Mr.
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Mr. Guifton’s Tranflation of the Gover-
nor’s letter to the Nabob *.
s« YOUR gracious perwannah is ar-
rived, and has greatly honored
me. I am informed of all the particu-
lars of your high commands.

IT fhall be written to the chiefs of
our factories, that they are to give a duf-
tuck for the buying and felling of fthip
merchandize ; and for merchandize, that
they buy and fell in every diftri&t for
traffick in this country, they are to do
according to cuftom of other traders and
merchants, and not to give the Com-
pany’s duftuck. They are to take a
duftuck from the bux-bunder, or
thah-bunder, paying in upon the coft
" of the merchandize nine per cent. in-
clading wharfs, and other receipts of
cuftoim ; nor {hali they ufe any manner
‘of fénce or violence, extortion or unfair
dealing. '

IT is hoped, that your -Excellency’s
perwannahs will be iffued out to the fou-

gedars

* To be compared with that entered page 168.
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gedars and other officers of the govern-
ment, that the Company’s duftuck is to
go along with the purchafe and fale of
fhip merchandize ; and they are by
no means to ftop it, or demand the
fmalleft cuftom ; nor fhall they hinder
the purchafe and fale of commodities
for country trade, but they are to give
duftucks, receiving the duties on coft
of the merchandize, agreeable to your
Excellency’s high command; and the
drogas at the chokeys are only to take
copies of the duftuck, without demand-
ing any, thing. :
HEerRETOFORE it was written to all
the chiefs of our fa&ories, to forbid
them injuring the country people and
inhabitants of the perganahs, and pro-
tecting the dependents and fervants of
the fircar, and damaging the affairs of
the fircar. Now repeated directions
fthall be fent, that thcy are to refrain
from fuch proceedings ; and further,
confidering the officer of the government
as magiftrate where they are, in cafe
of any trouble or difputes happening,
they
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they are to appear before that magiftrate
and have them fettled.

LeT your Excellency’s inftructions
be fent to the fougedars and officers,
that they are to determine difputes of
our faGors with juftice and truth with-
out partiality; and, if any one com-
plains againft a faGor, to fend for him,
and fettle the affair, face to face; and
if a faCtor has a complaint againft any
onc, to confider it well, and fo deter-
mine it. .

It has been written to the chiefs of
Iflamabad and Luckypoor, that they
thall not make falt works, nor hinder
the merchants and farmers of tiie falt
works, that pay revenues to the govern-
ment, but to buy what they want of
them at a reafonable rate. The two
letters to the chiefs aforefaid, being in-
clofed with this addrefs.

AN order will be fent to the chiefs
and fervants of all our factories, that
they are not to faun or buy lands; and
whatever they may have bought here-
tofore to refign it.

Vor. IL. Q Ler
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Lz T your Excellency’s order be pafied,
that the price of the purchafe be like-

: wife returned.

-+ BuT from feveral places, there is
cdome complaint, that the officers of the
fircar importune for former colleions,
aond beat, bind, and confine the people,
which doings, are far from being juft.

LeT your Excellency’s orderbe pafled,
that they return back the price of the
purchafe, and never demandoldaccounts.
- Tae chiefs and fervants of the fac-
tories will be direGted, that they are not
to hinder the brokers and weavers of the
gavernment.

.+ AND if your Excellency is not pleaf-

-ed, that the money and bullion of Eng-

,lith gentlemen and their factors fhould
bemade into ficcas, in the mints of Azi-
mabad and I¥changirnagurr, and by it
there will be a lofs to the fircar ; let the
drogas of thofe places be ordered, not to
receive the money and bullion of the
Englith to be made into ficcas. But,
upon hearing this, the money-changers
will demand as exchange juft what they

want,
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want, and the Company’s bufinefs wnll
be unpeded by this means.

IT is hoped, that a perwannah will
be iflued out to the Naibs of Moorthe-
dabad, Ichangirnagurr and Azimabad,
that the exchange on money of the Eng-
lith Company and gentlemen, fhall be
taken according to the market curren-
cy; and in cafe of exattion, to bring
the money-changers to punithment.

DirecTrons will be fent to the fac-
tor (gomaftah) at Gwalparah, that he is
to tranfa& bufinefs of traffic, aswas the
cuftom heretofore; and he’is not to
trade with the people of the mountains ;
whatever he has to buy or fell in that
place, he is to do by means of- the offi-
cer of the government. Let your Ex-
cellency’s orders be fent to the droga,
that he is to deal with the Englith fac-
tors, as with other merchants.”
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'‘Mr. Gulfton’s Tranflation of the Nabob’s
" Perwanmb to Mahomed Allee Beg.
T IN the month of Jemady-ath-tha-
ny, the fouith year of his Majefty’s
reign, agreeing with the 1176th of the
"Hegira, Mr. Vanfittart came to vifit me
it Mongheer. Seeing that you wrote an
excufe for not cole@ing the balances in
the countty, becaufe of the difturbances
of the Englith factors; therefore all
country difputes, and the traffic of the
Englith falors, were fettled ; and the
Governor aforefaid has accordingly given
me written fecurity, under his ewn
hand, and a copy thereof, under feal of
the magiftrate, is fent inclofeds you
are to alt in conférmance to it, not dif-
fering in a fingle point, either more "or
Tefs ‘from it} and further, you ‘are to
fhew the faid copy to the Englifh geéntte-
men and their fa&ors, and tell them,
that they are to tranfa& all bufinefs and
affairs of trade, according to this written
fecurity, and in no wife are to ufe vio-
lence or extortiod ; if they a& contrary
thereto,
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thereto, I will nof fuffer futh behavior
in the country, but will turn them out.
And you, our well-beloved, :are to alt
agreeable to this written fecurity. If
any one of the fattors fhall bring tq pafs
any thing, contrary to this written fe-
curity, and caufe a difturbance, you fhall
remove him, and fend me a review of
the cafe, taken exactly without the leaft
difference or difagreement. It is with
much and earneft importunity, that I-
procured a written fecurity to this pur-
pofe ; and having fent copies thereof to
all my officers, and to you of noble rank ;
if you do not caufe bufinefs to go on a-
greeable to it, in the diftrits fubje&t
to you, I fhall be very much offended
with you, nor will I in future pay any
regard to your complaints ; and take care
to act agreeable to this fingle writing, re-
garding it of as much force, as writing
a thoyfand times.”

Q. 3 Extragt
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Extract of a Confultation of the 17th of
January, 1763. [ Prefent Me/. Amyatt,
Hay and Watts.)

o AS it appears from the confultation

of the 22d of March, that it was
then refolved to call for the opinion of
the field-officers, in a cafe which the

Board efteem fimilar to this; and as

thcy think, that the iffue of the prefent

matter muft highly concern the national

honor, and the Company’s bufinefs.
AGRrEED, we fend for major Carnac

to the Board, to take his feat, and affift

in dur deliberation on the fubftance of
thefe letters.

THE major being come to the council-
room, takes his feat at the Board. Read
again the Dacca letter, dated the 1oth
inftarit, with the tranflates entered above,
of the two Perfian papers which were
inclofed.

Tue Board having maturely confider-
ed the fame, areaihanimoufly of opinion,
that inv the'letter from the Prefident to
Coflim’' Allee Cawn, 'he aflumed 'a right
to which he was'no ways authorized;

that
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that the regulations propofed by him, are
dithonorable to us as Englithmen, and
tend to the ruin of all public and private
trade ; that the Prefident’s ifluing out re-
gulations independently of the Coundil,
is an abfolute breach of their privileges ;
and that, therefore, dire&ions thould be
fent to Dacca, to fufpend paying any re-
gard to the regulations and orders, which
the Nabob has fent to their factory;
and as the Nabob has declared, in hig
letter to the Naib of Dacca, that he
will turn out thofe Englithmen, or their
gomaftahs, who will not comply with
thefe deftrutive regulations ; it appears
to the Board of the utmoft importance,
and they are further of opinion, that
the abfent members thould be immedi-
ately called to Calcutta (excepting the
chiefs of Patna and Chittagong, whofe
diftance from the Prefidency, may render

their coming inconvenient and prejudici-

al to the Company’ss affairs) that the

whole may be confulted on a matter of
fuch high confequence, and a plan.-be.
cftablithed for the fecurity of our.jcom~

Q4 merce,



232 A NARRATvve g wbé

merce, aad for the properconduding of
the gountry coree(pondence. - - Co
« ACREED,  thidt we write accordingly:
in the terms of the above minute to
Dacca, Coffimpugar, and Luckypoor,
dige@ing the ghiefs to repair immediate-
ly to Calcutta; but as the diftance from
Burdwan is fo very {mall, and Mr..John~
ftone’s prefence myft be eflentiadly negef~
fary there, at this fcafon of the heavy
collections,

AcrEED, that our letter to him be
only to hold himfelf in readinefs to re~
pair to Calcutta, on receipt of our fur~
ther orders. )

THEe major withdraws,

Mzessisurs Johnftone and Hay fend
in a Jetter to the Board, regarding the
Perfiag letter, which they wrote to Sheer
Allee Cawn, the fougedariof Poarnees,
21y capies, apd, extrads, of fandry let-
ters and papers ge}mvc theneto.. .

 THE fﬂnc\ being now read, the Beard
are of opinaion,, that they ffficiently ac~
count for, and vindicate thefe gcntlcmen
jn that tranfadkion.” I

n:. ® [vl $aiw o it } 1a “ THOUGB
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. THOUGH it was with rela@ance that
I could bring myfelf to fit us a merrber
of the fame Board, with perfons who
had treated me fo injurioufly ; yet, as I
ftill had hopes that it might be in my
power to prevent the execution of the
defigns, which were laid for breaking
with the Nabob ; though I had no other
arms than the re@itude of my intenti-
ons, and the propriety of the meafures
which I had taken, to oppofe to thefe
violences ; I refolved to anfwer with
temper and coolnefs all their objetions ;
and to thew the illegality of their pro-
ceedings, that if I could not bring them
to reafon, I might yet obviate any pre-
tence, which they might form to bting
on the rupture, which fome of thé
Jeaders * were certainly now meditating ;
although, I believe, many of the mem-
bess of the Council were not aware that
things would be carried fo far.

i My anfwer to, and remarks upon,
the béforementmnéd proceedings, were

' deliver-

* | have often declared, both before this'tithe
and fingey that major Carnac and Mr. Ellis were
¢he perfons I here mean.
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delivered into Council the it of Febru-
ary,as follows.

The Governor's Minute in Confultation,
February 1, 1763.
“ I HAVE read, with great furprize,
the minute of your confultation of
the 17th ultimo, upon Mefl. Johnftone
and Hay’s letter of the 14th; and upon
the Dacca letter of the 1oth, accompa-
nied with my anfwer to the Nabob, up-
on the fubje@ of the propofed regula-
tions for the private inland trade. I will
endeavor to point out the wrong you
have done me ; and the injuftice, as well
as indecency of therefle&tionswith which
Mefl. Johnftone’s and Hay’s faid letter
is filled ; and which I wonder fhould
clcape your cenfure, much more that
they thould gain your approbation.
Tue Honorable the Court of Di-
retors, as well as their fervants here,
have always underftood a diftinction he-
tween;-the trade in articles imported,
and to .be exported by thipping, and the
private inland -trade, that is, -the trade
' from
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from place to‘place in the country, in
commodities produced and confimed in
the country ; of which falt, beetle-nut,
and tobacco, are the chief articles. For
the former trade, the Company’s duf-
tuck has always been granted; but the,
latter, has been carried on with the daf<
tuck of the country government, and
their duties paid ; but thofe duties being
different in different places, and even
varied at the fame place, according to
the difpofition and authority of the Na-
bob’s colletor, and the degree of force
with which the Englith gomaftah gould
back his refufal, a fixed regulation was
thought neceffary, to prevent the num-
berlefs difputcs occafioned by this com-
merce in different parts of the province.
Our Honorable Mafters have exprefly
ordered, in more than one of their let~
ters, that the trade in falt and bectle-
nut fhall not be carried on to the preju-
dice of the revenues of the country go--
vernment. And yourfelves, gentlemen,
in your letter of the 1 5th of November,
tranfmrttcd me a lift of the thahbunder
duties
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duties, ufually paid by the gentlemen at
Luckypoor, upon falt and tobacco, in
‘order to affift me in finally fettling thofe
matters with the Nabob upon a folid
plan. Can that plan be folid where no-
thing is fixed? And where the Englith
gomaftahs thall be under no controul,
but regarding themfelves far above the
inagiftrates of the country where they
refide, take upon them to decide not
only their own difputes with the mer-
chants and inhabitants, but thofe alfo of
one merchant and inhabitant with ano-
ther ? Or is it poffible, the government
can colle&t their due revenues in fuch
ciroumftances ?

THE plan for carrying on the private
inland trade, contained in my letter to
the Nabob, is the fame in fubiftance, as
the articles which, in my joint letter with
Mr. Haftings of the 15th of December,
we mention to have propofed to the
Nabob. It is fuch a plan, as feemed to
me to be moft conformable to the Com-
pany’s intentions in refpect to that trade,
moft confiftent with the rights and true

interefts
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-interefts of their fervants here, and with
rommon reafon and equity.  And I call
‘oh you geatlemen, in the firlt place, to
prove, that I Azve affumed @ vight, so
which I was mo ways antberized ; that
the regulations propofed are dibomoradie
¥ yowas Englifbmen, and tend to the ruin
of all pablick and private trade; which
are the terms in which you have been
pleafed to exprefs your opinion : and in
the fecond place, to form a plan yous-
felves, which thall be more conforma- .
ble to the good purpofes beforemention-
ed; and with regard to which,' I am
perfuaded our honorable mafters will not
give the fanction of their approbation to
this new trade.

Foxr M fuch a plan, gentlemen, and I
will fublcribe to it with pleafure, and
enguge the Nabob fhall de_the fame.

“ For my own.part, I think that the
$enor and digiiity ob our nation wonld
‘be betver misintaiand; , by fcrupulpus
‘and carefol refimrint of the;defluck, than
by extondimg itrhegond its,efad bounds;

-and'by putting our gomaftahs under fome
checks,
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«checks, than by fuffering them to exer-
. ¢ife an aunthority in the country, every
ane according to the means put into his
hands, and thereby bringing an odium
upon the name of the Englith, by re-
peated violences done to the inhabitants.
THE Dacca gentlemen, in their let-
ter of the 1oth, reprefent, that they
thall fuffer greatly if fuch regulations
take place, It is not as to the duty
they complain, but the being obliged
to apply to the Nabob’s officers for duf-
tucks, and having their gomaftahs or
fervants fubjected to the jurifdition of
the zemindars, and their cucherrees.
The gentlemen at Calcutta have never
found any difficulty in getting the Hoog-
ly duftuck for their falt to go up the
tountry; nor h.ve we ever thought it
neither inconvenient or dithonorable, to
apply for it to the oflficers of the govern-
ment. This is the only articlc we deal
in here, that falls under the defcription
of- the infand trade. 'The Dacca gen-
flemen either do not or will not under-
ftand that defeription; swhenthey fay, zbe
‘ (SR u‘zz,"gv
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- chief is enjoined (by the Governor's: let-
ter to the Nabob) not to give a duf~
tuck fjor any article that is the pro-
duce of Bengal, and to pay a duty of
nine per cent. to the Nabob om every
merchandize not brought in or fent by
féa. The diftin&tion mentioned in my
letter to the Nabob is, that all goods,
imported or for exportation by thipping,
fhall go as ufual with the Company’s
duftuck, and be fubject to no kind of
demands ; and all goods, the produce
of this country, for inland trade, fhall
pay duties to the country government,
and go with their duftuck. Now the

. principal articles of this inland trade are,
as I have mentioned in all my letters to
the Board, falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco,
-, produced and bought in one part of this
.pcountry, and fent to other parts of the
. fame country for fale and confumption ;
, articles which, before the troubles, we
_ were forbid to trade in ; but which our
influence fince has enabled us to deal in,
although with many objeians from the
country government, and freguent,com-
plaints from the country merchants, who
ufel
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ufed to live by that trade. - However,
it has never been regarded as a part of
our firmaun privilege, and we have been
contented to carry it on with the duftuck
of the country government, and paying -
their duties. The prefent regulation is
intended only to give us a confirmed
right to a benefit heretofore always dif-
puted, and upon terms, which feem to
me very reafonable.

Now as to the gomaftahs, it is pro-
pofed in my letter to the Nabob, that
orders thall be given to forbid them in-
juring the country people and inhabi-
tants, or protecting the dependents and
fervants of the fircar, that in cafe of their
having a difpute with, or complaint a-
gainft any merchant or inhabitant of
the country, they fhall lay fuch difpute
or complaint before the officer of the
government, to be determined in the
proper courfe of the jurifdi®ion of the
country ; and, in like manner, if any
one fbould have a difpute with, or com»~
plaint againft the gomaftah, the gomaf-
tah thall appear before the officer of the
governmeat, to have it fettled. In both

cafes
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cafes if the gomaftah thinks himfelf ag-
grieved by the decifion, he may appeal
to his employer, and he to the Governor
at Calcutta,

NoTHING here is meant to affe&, nor
can affe@ our rights over the weavers,
who receive advances for the Company’s
cloths, and who have nothing to do
with rents or employments, under the
country government, are not underftood
to be their dependents or fervants, and
therefore may and ought to be prote@ed
againft any unjuft demands of the go-
vernment’s officers, at the difcretion of
the chief of the fattory to which they
belong. But it is not to thefe gomaftahs
fo many acts of oppreflion are charged,
their bufinefs is plain and fimple, they
have only to make the ufual advances to
the weavers, apd fee that they perform
their contra@s; and being immediately
under the eye of one or other of the fac-
tories, theycannotbeguilty of greatextra-
vagancies. The complaints comefromthe
diftant cornersof the province, asRunge-
poor, Poorneca, Dinagepoor, Rangamet-

Vor. IL. R tee,
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tee,Gwalparah, Silhet, Backargunge, &c.
where, if thofe comphaints are true, the
Englith gémaftahs being under no con-
troul of their mafters, defpife and il
treat the officers of the government, fet
themfelves up for judges and magiftrates,
hear difputes between the inhabitants,
and extort fines, force the merchants to
buy their goods, at more than the market
price, and to fell what they require as
much bclow it. The complaints I have
received of this fort are innumerable. 1
havedone myutmoft to find out thetruth,
and get redrefs and put an end to them,
by forwarding copies to the chief of the
faGory, neareft the place where the caufe
of complaint has arifen, and defiring him
to enquire into it ; but for the moft part
I have had no other fatisfaction than the
gomattahs flat denial of the fa®. The
places being very diftant, a proper exa-
mination of witnefles 1s almoft impoffi-
ble, either before this Board, or any of
the fubordinates ; how then are fuch
difputes to be fettled, or the truth difco-
vered ? I am far from faying, that the

method
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methad I have propofed is free from
objedtion, becaufe I am very fenfible,
many of the officers of the government
will not execute their authority impar-
tially, and many will gladly take every
opportunity of obftrutting our gomaf~
tahs, and particularly in this new com-
merce ; but I cannot think of a better
plan, and it is certainly more agreeable
to reafon, and the prattice of all na-
tions, that the jurifdition fthould be in
the hands of the proper officers of the
government, than our agents and go-
maftahs, who are permitted to refide
there only as trading factors, and where,
neither the law of our country, nor the.
powers intrufted to us by the Company,
give us any judicial authority.

I wisH, gentlemen, you may form a
better plan, fince you do not approve
of mine ; but if it fhould appear, that
this trade cannot be carried on without
invefting our gomaftahs with an armed
force, and authority to exercife that
force over the inhabitants, at their dif-
cretion, I think it fhould be forbid;

R 2 and
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and we content ourfelves with carrying
our trade, as far as the Company carry
theirs ; and fo far we fhall be fure of
the protection of their force, under the
direGtion of one or other of the fa&o-
ties, who will be anfwerable to the
Board for the ufe they make of it, which
the gomaftahs are not; and therefore
fuch an authority fhould not be trufted
in their hands.

Messieurs Johnftone and Hay com-
plain, that I fent a perfon to enquire
into the truth of the complaints, againft
the Englith gomaftahs in the country,
and they dignify a poor Banyan, with
the title of inquifitor. My letter to
thofe gentlemen from Mongheer, will
thew the only authority with which that
perfon was invefted, and as they have
not laid before you a copy of that * letter

I have

® Copy of Mr. Vanfittart’s Letter to Mef. Johnftone,
‘ Hay and Bolts. Dated Mongheer, December
15, 1762.
GENTLEMEN,
T'have received your favor of the 3d inftant, with
4n éxtra® of Mr. Robinfon’s Letter; & copy of ane

written
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{ have fubjoined it hereunto under No. I.
as it is at leaft as material as fome of
thofe pieces they refer to. As foon as
this inquifitor returns, his report fhall

R 3 be

written to him by the Rangamettee fougedar, and
of an order of mine to Gongaram Metre,

I have always paid cuftoms upon my private in-
land trade; that is, the trade from place to place
in the country, in commodities produced in the
country, as falt, &c. and I have underftood it to
be generally admitted, that we ought to pay cuf-
toms, like other merchants, upon fuch private trade,
and that all have done it, who had a fhare in it,
which you know are but few, and that but lately.
If the fougedar of Rangamettee demanded only fuch
cuftomary duties (and his letter implics nothing
morc) he is certainly not to blame, as he had orders

* from the Nabob fo to do, and it is what I think the
Nabob has a right to infift on ; but it is ahfolutely
neceflary thofe duties fhould be fixed, and publicly
known to every body, and that they fhould be col-
le@ed at once, at the place of purchafe; which
are points 1 am endeavoring to get fettled; and I
fhall be obliged to you, if you will write to Mr.
Robinfon for 2 Lft of the duties demanded by the
fougedar.

Very certain it is, that many Englith agentsand
gomaftahs, and particularly thofe belonging to the
Dacca gentlemen, have pra¢ufed a method of car-

rying
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be {aid, before you; and as every ftep 1
can take for the redrefs of the inhabi-
tants of the country, is complained of as
an encrcachment upon the privileges of

the

rying on bufinefs, called in this country Barja and
Kichavut ; that is, forcing the merchants and fhop-
keepers to take their goods at thirty, forty or fif-
ty per cent. above the maiket price. The complaints
I had of this, and other oppreflions praflifed by
Mr. Chevatier, and the gomaftahs employed under
his direction, were without number ; when I defir-
ed of Mr. Cartier to redrefs thofe grievances, I was
fure to receive from him in anfwer a letter from
Mr. Chevalier, denying all the fa&s, and fo the
enquiry ftopped, but the complaints were renewed
with freth inftances ; 1 therefore fent two aumils,
about fix or feven months ago, to cnquire on the
fpot, whether fuch pratices and vexations exifted
or not; if they did, to warn thofe concerned in
them from me, that they fhould be punithed, if
they did not defift ; and if that warning proved in-
cffe®ual, as T fufpe&ed it would, to return o e,
with an account of what they faw and heard. This
their commiffion is plainly expreffed, both in Perfiun
and Englith, in the inftru&tions which Gongaram
Metre produced to Mr. Robinfon ; and therefore'I
am furprized, how that gentleman can a pre’hend
that his coming can obfiru@ his juft dedlings.
Mr. Robinfon praftices the unjuft methods before-
mentioned,
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the Englith, and alfo proves ineffetual ;
I hall, for the future, layall fuch peti-
tipns from the inhabitants before the
Baard, hoping, that by your refolutions,
fome effeGtual method will be provided
for reftraining the excefles of the go-

R 4 maftahs.

mentioned, I with I codld by this, or any other
weans, obftruét him ; but this, fram the good cha-
raler | have always heard of bhim, I cannot fyf-
pedt. I will pot fay that Gongaram Metre, or the
other, whofe name is Ram Govend, have not ex-
ceeded their commiffion ; it is likely cnough they
may, as the people of this country are very apt to
do ; but if they have, Mr. Robinfon fhould have
mentioned the inftances. I have, however, order-
ed them both to returm, as they have had time e-
nough to inform themfelves, whether the com-
plaints I received from the zemindars, &c. were
well grounded or aot.

I fend you inclofed, an order from the Nabob tp
the Rangamettee fougedar, enjoining him on noac-
count, to obftrué the trade of any Englith gomaf-
tah, to demand no more than the ufual cuftoms, and

Lthat only upon the inland trade from place to place
i» the coungry; but for the trade to and from
jCalcutta, and all foreign parts, on ng account fo
Fequire any duties from thofe who have the Com-
pany’s duftuck.

I am, &c.
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maftahs. The moft material of thofe-
that have lately been prefented to me; .
are hereunto annexed from No. II. to
No. XI. and I think the putting a ftop
to any abufes that may be practifed under
the authority of the Englith flag, is an
attention o worthy of this government,
that one or more members of the Board,
or fome of the fenior fervants, fhould’
be fent to inform themfelves upon the
fpot, how far the complaints are true,
and make, their report to the Board.
"Messieurs Johaftone and Hay af-
fert, that the Nabob’s ordering the Ran-
gamgttee fougedar, to receive the ufual .
dytigs qn goods far inland trade, is con=
trary to the. articles of our treaty with
the Nabob, and reduces us again to-
thofg privileges we enjoyed before the
time of Meer Jaffier, : ,
x,Ih [l'rxﬁ.yx-;,“‘gchrrgd more than once to.
th?: Er&a& ~wi,';h the Nabob, Jafher, Allce
C’a;y‘n,“ﬁnd‘ do not find that,it grants, us
any,new privileges 9f trade 5 and Colonel
Cliys, Lw};ﬁ) certainly underftood . that.
treaty 33 Well as,any ome, never wopld,

Rty of gmt
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grant's daftuck for fdlt,or ahy otherapd ?
ticke of trade, which had not ufually
been gtanted by former governors. '
MessieuRrs Johnftone and Hay inv
finuate throughout their letter, in terms
not to be mifunderftood, that my reafon
for withing to reftrain other gentlemens
gomaftahs is, that my own may have *
the more power, and procure for me the
greater profit.  Although I am fatisfied;
that fuch infinuations would obtain lit-
tle credit, yet it may not be impropet
to produce fome inftances, that I fuffer
equally with others, when any obftruc-
tions do happen in our trade; and that
I am the firft to practice upon my own
concerns, 'the reftraint which I think
fhrould be laid upon our gomaftahs in
general, Por the firft I appeal to Mr.
Amyatt, whether a number of boats of
{al¥, belonging to me, were not ftopped
at Cutwa by the collector of that gaut,
at“fhe" fame time with others, and de-
tainéd as’long ? 'And for the laft, T refer
you'to thy orders of the 17th of De-
cember, ad- 1oth’ of  Jandary, to Mr.
PR Moore,
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Moore, my agent at Rungepoor; and
Mr. Baillie at Rangamettee ; of which,
copies are hereunto annexed, No. 12
and 13.

As you have been pleafed to give it as
your opinion, that Mefl. Johnftone,
Hay and Bolts did properly, in writing
a letter to Sheer Allee, the fougedar of
Poorneea, in their own name, inftead
of applying to the Prefident ; of courfe,
every other merchant will take the fame
authority. I am by no means forry ta
be relieved from the trouble of fuch ap-
plications; yet I think it my duty to
give it as my opinion, that this entire
levelling and equality will not be for
the good of the Company’s affairs, nor
the benefit of the fociety, and therefore
to declare my difapprobation. |

OnNEg reafon Mefl. Johnfione and Hay
give for writing this letter deferves to
be taken notice of, an wunwilinguefs s
the Prefident to believe complasnts of this
wature. 1 requeft the Board will call on
them, to produce any ome inflance,
where I have either refufed or delayed

to
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to give them, or any other merchant,
every affiftance they have afked of me
in the carrying on their private bufinefs,
and obtaining redrefs for their grievances.
In fhort, gentlemen, their letter through-
out is {o injurious to me as a gentleman,
to fay nothing of my ftation, that I thould
apply to you for juftice againft them, did
I not perceive, that inftecad of fhewing
your difpleafure at fuch behavior, you
have thought proper to give it the fanc-
tion of your approbation. I refer there-
fore tothe Homorable the Court of Direc-
tors, who I am perfuaded will-do me
more juftice.

f suarLL be glad to fee the num-
ber of members at the Board increafed,
and wifh it could always be kept fo:
but if I had propofed to fend for parti-
cular members from the {ubordinates, to
give their opinion on a particular fub-
je&, 1 thould furely have been accufed
of an intention to make a majority to
carry a particular point; and it is a pre-
cedent, which may at fome time be ap-

plied
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plied to that purpofe, and therefore ¥
think a bad one.

As to the major, heisto be a mem-
ber of the Board, according to our Ho-
norable Mafters dire&ions, wbhen mili-
tary affairs only are under debate. How
the regulation of a method for carrying
on our trade in f{alt, beetle-nut, and to-
bacco, can be brought under that title,
Y cannot conceive ; nor how he can be
fuppofed to be a judge of fuch a fub-
ject; yet, if you conceive his advice can
be of ufe, I am far from obje&ting to
his being prefent.  The matter in quef-
tion is not with me a point of conteft
or party ; I wifh only to fee fuch rules
laid down, that the Nabob and we may
know our proper limits, and prevent our
fervants from tranfgrefling them, which
will require time and patience, and
much care and attention. The beft
laws will fometimes be tranfgrefled ; but
the inconveniences which arife from fuch
tranfgreflions, ought not to be objected
againft the laws themfelves, but againft
the tranfgreflfors, who can only be re-

' ftrained
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ftrained by the conftant care of the go-
vernment.”

I was much difpleafed with the Na-
bob, for his eagernefs in making ufe of
my letter as a final agreement ; and for
the ill judged powcr, which he had fo
fuddenly put into the hands of his offi-
cers before my arrival in Calcutta, or
any correfpondent orders could be fent
on our part. However, in my letters
to him, I endcavored to remove the a-
larm given him by the extraordinary ap-
pearances in Calcutta ; and to perfuade
him to avoid furnifhing, by an); a&t of
retaliation or refentinent, an occafion for
open hoftilities againft him. Unhappily
the jealoufies had arifen to fo great a
height, that thefe palliatives had no
longer their effet ; and from this period,
I had not only to contend with the vio-
lence of the gentlemen, who had now
the rule of our affairs, but the confirm~
ed diftruft and rage of the Nabob. Ac-
cordingly I {hall have little to do in the
fequel of this Narrative, but to thew by

extrats
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extradts from the confultations, the fteps
by which the breach was gradually wi=
dened, and a daily encreafe of authority
thrown into the hands of the {fubordi-
nate factories ; until, atlength, Mr. El-
lis thought himfelf fufficiently empow-
ered to begin the war, with the attack
of the city of Patna.

THr views of the violent party in
Calcutta, were but too well feconded
by many of the Nabob’s officers, who
were for pafling at once from one ex-
treme to the other. Having been long
under the yoke of our gomaitahs, they
no fooner had a profpeét of being freed
from it, than they in their turn would
rule defpotically, and ufc their authority
to unlawful purpofcs. This gave our
fubordinate fattories daily opportunity
of making frefh complaints to the Board
of the interruption of their bufinefs ;
which was always done with fuch ex-
aggcrations, as ferved to increafe the
flame. It was pretended our weavers
could not be protc&ed, becaufe I had
forbid the proteting dependents of the

country



Tranfactions in BENGAL. 255

country government. The dependents
of the country govermment are plainly
thofe who hold offices, trufts, or rents
ander the government ; and there is an
eftablithed diftin&ion between them,
and the weavers, who are regarded as
dependents of the merchants who em-
ploy them; and this is a diftin&ion
well known to all, but thofe who thro’
paffion would not know it. I defired
this might be explained to the fubordi-
nate fatories; and as the Board had re~
folved that they would not confirm the
regulations I had propofed, I keptin my
hands the Nabob’s orders for their efta-
blithment, and did not forward them to
the officers of the government; and di-
re&ions were fent to the fubordinate fac-
tories, .to carry on their private trade as
before, until the general Council thould
have aficmbled, and fixed upon fuch
rules, as to them fhould feem moft pro-
per. 1 wrote at the fame time to the
Nabob, that other regulations would
foon be made by the Council; and de-
fired he would fend orders to his offi-

cers,



256 A NARRATIVE of the

cers, to reftrain them from exercifing
any acts of violence or injuftice towards
the Englifh agents and gomaftahs. The
following is a copy of the order fent to
the faCtories the 1t of February, in con-
fequence of thefe refolutions.

Copy of a Letter from the Governor and
Council to the Chicf and Council at
Dacca. Dated February 1, 1763.

« TN our letter of the 17th, we di-
, reCted you to fufpend paying any
regard to the orders, which the Nabob
had fent to your factory.

WE are now to acquaint you, that
neither the Nabob, nor the Prefident,
ever underftood any delolls or weavers,
employed by the Company, or the Eng-
lith gomaftahs, to be the dependents of
the fircar. You are, therefore, to afford
them the fame protetion, and maintain
the fame authority over them, as you
have done formerly ; and you will con-
tinue to carry on your bufinefs as be-
fore, until you reccive regulations from

the Board, taking always the greateft
care
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care to prevent your agents from injur-
ing or opprefling the country people.”*

THFESE orders being given, we wait-
ed for the arrival of the members of
the Board, who had been fent for from
the {fubordinate factories ; and nothing
remarkable occurs till they affembled
(the 1gth) except a minute, delivered
in by Mr. Amyatt the 3d, intended to
prove, in contradiction to my arguments
of the 1ft, that I had a&cd without au-
thority from the Board. Ilow far this
purpofe was anfwered, I leave others to
judge’ from the minute itfelf, which fol-
lows.

««IN confequence of my having prefi-
ded at the Board, during the abfence of
Mr. Vanfittart, I thall now take the li-
berty to reply in part to the minute,
which he laid before the Council on the
1t inftant.

* The fame letter was wrote to Luckypoor.

Vou. II. S FirsT,
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FirsT, as to the fubjett of the let-
ter to the Nabob, in refpet to the
tranfa&ions therein contained, I fhall
leave it to be debated and determined,
at the full Bourd, when the reft of the
members arrive ; and when I make not
the lcaft doubt, having received the affif-
tance of their deliberations, but we
thall be able to form a fet of regulations
cqually equitable with the Prefident’s,
and cvery way as conducive to the in-
tercits of the country government, and
our own ; and I truft, of a much great-
er tendency to prevent future jealoufies
and animofities between us, of which
the claufe for fubjecting us fo thorough-
ly to their judicature, muft have prov-
ed an inexhauftible fource.

Wuart I have therefore chiefly to
point out 1s, that the Prefident, in this
tranfation, has acted without a proper
authority. It was but laft council-day,
gentlemen, that all' the proceedings in
this affair were read at our Board ; and
although I gave the greateft attention to
the perufal, I could no where diftinguifh,

that
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that we vefted the Prefident with the
powers he pretends; nay, I obferve,
that he himfelf can only pick out one
phrafe to anfwer his purpofe, from per-
verting even the literal fenfe of which,
and entirely the well-known meaning of
the Board, he draws a fan&icn of ours
for what he has done.

RiguT forry am I to find, that re-
courfe is had to playing upon words;
becaufe I think it is a cuftom which
ought to be utterly excluded in matters
fo ferious as generally prove the bufinefs
of this Board; and orders from them,
which are not explicit, fhould rather be
fcrupuloufly followed, than taken in a
vague and unlimited fenfe. It is need-
lefs to enlarge much more on the fub-
ject. - Our refolutions, on receipt of the
articles from the Prefident and Mr.
Haftings, which we then underftood to
be orly propofed, plainly demonftrate,
that we never gave or intended to give
them power to conclude thefe or any
other; of courfe the Prefident’s doing it
was an authority aficmed. But if he

S 2 could
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could fo well underftand, or I fhould ra-
ther fay mifunderftand, the meaning of
the Board in the above particular, and
act in confequence ; how happens it, I
thould be glad to know, that their di-
reétions, and earncft recommendations
for procuring reftitution for the late loffes
of any individuals,were not paid an equal
regard to?

Neixr, with refpect to the letter de-
livered in by Mecf. Johnftone and Hay,
which I always held as a merce feconda-
ry matter, but which I find the Prefi-
dent has expatiated upon very largely ;
1 muft, in the name of the Board, deny,
that it mct from them the approbation
which he alledges, theirminute, of which
Ithink thefenfe cannot well be perverted,
ferving no further than to exprefs their
opinion, that the apology of thofe gen-
tlemen was, for the tranfaion in quef-
tion, to them fatisfactory. Although I
cannot implicitly agree with the Prefi-
dent, that the faid letter is filled with
unjuft and indecent refleGtions; yet I
concur entirely, that our Honorable

Maiters
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Mafters thould become the judges of
this, as of all our other proceedings.

I remaIn ftill of opinion, that the
major ought to be prefent at the Doara ;
for as I efteem found reafon and know-
ledge of the policy of the country to be
greater requifites ftor executing the bufi-
nefs in hand, than an acquaintance in
the articles of the trade itielf, I think his
opinion and advice may be of cqual
weight and utility with any other mem-
ber of the Board.  Thete added to what
ftands minuted on the confultations of
the 17th, are my reafons for defiring the
major’s prefence ; tor I affure you, gen-
tlemen, I wifh not more than the Pre-
iident, that the matter in queftion fhould
become a point of conteft or party.”

My anfwer to this minute was given
in the 15th of February, when all the
members of the Board met, and of
courfe it will appear in the fequel.

Tue gencral Council, which aflembled
the 15th of February, confiited of the
following members.  The Prefident,

S 3 Mr.
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Mr. Amyatt, Mr. Batfon (chief of Cof-
fimbuzar) Mr. Billers (chief of Lucky-
poor) Mr. Cartier (chief of Dacca) Mr.
Haftings, Mr. Johnftone (chief of Burd-
wan) Mr. Hay, Mr. Marriott, and Mr.
Woatts. Their bufinefs, or at leaft the
firft bufinefs, was to fettle a plan for
carrying on their private trade : it muft
therefore appear ftrange, that the Coun-
cil thould be opened by a motion from
Mr. Amyatt, that major Carnac thould
be fummoned to fit as a member of this
Council. It has becn already mention-
ed, that.the major was, by the Com-
pany’s appointment to be a member of
the Board, when military affairs only
were under debate; and I think that
neither would Mr. Amyatt, and the
reft of the Council, have impofed upon
hun a trouble fo foreign to his ftation,
neither would he have confented to in-
terfere, if they had not fome particular
point to carry. I diffented as before
from this motion, and {o did Mr. Haf-
tings, and Mr. Watts. The reft of the
gentlemen refolved, that he thould be

called,
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called, and he was fummoned accord-
ingly. As it was thus determined, that
major Carnac fhould fit as a member of
the Board, I thought that the command-
ing officer major Adams, fhould fit al-
fo, as it was cuftomary upon all occa-
cafions to {fummon both, when it was
neceflary to fummon either.

AccorpingLy the two field officers
took their feat at the Council, which
then confifted of twelve; and Mr. A~
myatt began, by laying before themn the
occafion of their meeting in the follow-
ing minute.

¢ As the full Board are now affem-
bled, I think it is in fome meafure in-
cumbent on me, to inform the mem-
berslately arrived,with theoccafion of our
having fummoned them to the Prefi-
dency.

Y ou may remember, gentlemen, that
about fix months ago, our trade in e-
very part of the country met with great
interruptions ; and which from that time
continued fo much increafing, that in-

S 4 the



264 A NARRATIVE of the

the month of O&ober a conference with
the Nabob was deemed abfolutely ne-
cefiury, to enquire into the caufe, and
remove them.  The Prefident accor-
dingly, bcing about to pay a vifit to the
Nabob at Mongheer, undertook to fet-
tle this amongit other bufinefs. To af-
fift him in fo doing, we furnithed him
with copics of all the complaints which
had been made ; and continued to tranf-
mit him copics of all others which came
_beforc the Board ;3 with earneft recom-
mendations to obtain fatisfaction for the
Tofivs which thoic delays had occafion-
cd, and endeaver to adjuft matters, fo as
to prevent any fuch from happening in
future.

IFFronm thefe inftru@ions, and the
good difpofition the Prefident feemed to
be in, we naturally hoped for the beft
of confequences, an uninterrupted free-
dom to our jufl trade, and an entire re-
moval of the groundlefs jealoufies and
dittrufts, which ftill fubfifted in a high
degree on the part of the country go-
veinment, and gave us juft grounds to

apprehend,
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apprehend,that the Nabobwanted tobreak
with us. Had our expetations been an-
fwered, a general harmony muft have
reigned at our Board, and which I do
affure you, gentlemen, I have long with-
ed to fee.

It was therefore with much furprize,
that the members of the Board, the be-
ginning of lut month, received advice
from Duacca, of the Nubob’s having fent
a fet of regulations to that factory for
the government of their trade, and en-
joined them to the ftricteft obedience,
with the fevereft threats.  Part of thefe
regulations we had before received in a
joint letter from the Prefident and Mr.
Haftings at Monghecr, but conceived
them, as they exprefled it, to be only a
plan propofed. We wrote an anfwer ac-
cordingly, dated December 277, to which
I refer you. The above letter from Dac-
ca, however, having convinced us, that
the Prefident, either from mifunder-
ftanding the orders of the Board, or too
far extending their meaning, had, on the
part of our government, granted his

fan&ion
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fanéion and ratification not only to thefe,
but feveral other important articles, en-
tirely without the advice of his council,
We thought it neceflary to fummon
your prefence to the Board, to confi-
der of this matter, as well refpecting the
regularity of the tranfation, as the pur-
port of theregulations them{elves,which,
in our opinion, are far from hav-
ing a tendency towards anfwering the
good purpofe neceflary or withed for.

I THEREFORE fubmit to your confi-
deration the feveral papers relative to
this bufipefs, moft of which you will be
directed to in our confultation of the 11t
inftant ; and I earneftly defire your affi{-
tance for bringing to a {peedy determi-
nation, a point fo eflentially neceflary
to the freedom of our Honorable Maf-
ters bufinefs, and all private trade.

Tuere alfo lays a complaint from
the gentlemen at Patna, of the Nabob’s
having fhut up the Burbunna gate, and
cut oftf the immediate communication
between the city and the faory; and
in which point it feems the Prefident

then
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then on the f{pot alfo concurred, con-
trary to the fenfe of the Board lait year,
and which, for the honor of the fa&o-
ry, and the influence fuch a conceflion
muft have on the minds of every man in
the country to our prejudice, ought to
have met his ftrenuous oppofition. This
is a circumftance which muft come be-
fore us in the courfe of our deliberations;
and I only mention it here with a view to
direct you to a perufal of the Patna let-
ter, becaufe it doth not appear on the
above-mentioned confultations of the 1{t
inftant. .

Tue confideration of this affair will
naturally lead us to compare the fenfe,
fpirit and tendency of the treaty now
in queftion, with thofe made with Sera-
jah Dowla, and confirmed by Meer Jaf-
fier Cawn, &c. wherein the unqueftion-
ed authority and validity of the duftuck
is fo exprefllly eftablithed, unclogged
with any diftin&ions as to the goods for
which it may be granted.

I nave further to obferve to you,
gentlemen, a circumftance on fuch an

occafion
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occafion not unworthy of your attention,
The funnuds, by which we hold our
late acquifitions, are only tuncaws, or
an aflignment of thefe provinces, to-
wards the dcfraying the expences of a
certain body of troops, to be kept up
for the afliftance of the Nabob. In the
prefent temper of the Nabob, this, fo
weak a title, can hardly fail of proving
a freth fource of difpute. He already
thews a total difinclination for the ufe of
our troops; and may, whenever he thinks
himfelf in a condition to call our right in
qucftion, tell us, that he has no longer
occation for them, and therefore will with-
draw that rcvenue. To prevent fuch
pleas on the part of the fubah, and to ef-
tablifh our right to thefe lands, as to jag-
heers, by the fulleft and moft authen-
tic funnuds, and fuch that hereafter may
be cver indifputable, fhould other Euro-
pean nations come to take part in the af-
fairs of Bengal, fcems a point extreme-
ly requifite to be now confidered. The
Company, for want of this matter be-
ing clearly explained, moft probably

fuppofe,
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{uppofe, that the prefent funnuds are of
the moft extenfive and indifputable kind ;
whereas in fa& our force, more than ti-

tle *, can fupport us in the poficflion of
them.

I mave the utmoft confidence, gen-
tlemen, that the refult of your dclibe-
rations will be fuch, as to convince our
Honorable Mafters, thet you are inca-
pable of being influenced by the fpirit
of party, or any mercenary motives ;

>
and that your only views are the prefer-
vation of their honor and intereft, -and
the maintenance of their juft rights and
privileges.”
Wiorver
* The nature of the grants by which the Com-
pany poflLfs thofe lunds, is of very little moment,
1t is by the treaty with the Naboh they are ceded,
and as long as that tie-ty of fiicndfhip and alliance
fubfifts, he cannot difpute thar richt. If a breich
of that friendfnip happens, and a war breaks out,
he will difpeflefs us, if he 1s able, and that he
would, if we hud the king’s firmaun. Therefore
the form of the grant is of no confequence, and
this will hereafter be found to be the opinion of all
the Council,s when they entered into a new treaty
with Mcer Jaffier ; at which time, none of them

thought there was any neceflity for demanding jag-
heerce funnuds.
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WuoeveR hasread the former part
of this Narrative, will eafily perceive
the diftinguithing chara&eriftics of major
Carnac’s ftyle throughout this writing
delivered in by Mr. Amyatt. It abounds
with thofe founding phrafes, which are
meant to catch the ear, and fo to pafs
for good reafon without further exami-
nation. When he would engage you
to oppofe the Nabob’s fhutting up one
of the gates in the city of Patna, and
clofing a breach between the city and
the river, he tells you, the bonor of the
Patna faftory is concerned. For my own
part, I think the honor of the Patna
fa&tory confifts chicfly in carrying on the
Company’s trede with credit and advan-
tage, notin feeking difputeswith the coun-
try government, by unjuitly interfering
in their concerns.

He bids you compare the fenfe, fpi-
rit, and tendency of the treaty in quef-
tion (that is, of the regulations of the
private trade contained in my anfwer
to the Nabob's letter) with thofe of Se-
rajah Dowla and Meer Jaflier. Thofe

being
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being compared, it will be found, that
neither of thofe treaties convey to us any
new privileges, but confirm thofe of the
firmaun. Now the firmaun, as I appre~
hend, did not give us a right to carry
on the private inland trade, that is, the
trade from place to place in the coun-
try, in the commodities of the country,
as (alt, beetle-nut, tobacco, &c. It did
not, I fay, give us a right to carry it on
at all, much lefs to carry it on cuftom-
free, to the total ruin of the merchants
of the country, and the great lofs ¢f the
Nabob's revenues.  Neither did Sera-
jah Dowla, or Mecer Jaffier, underftand
it fo; the former would never fuffer us
to meddle in that trade, and the latter
prevented it as much as he could, and
complained of it as an injuftice, and an
innovation, as has been already fhewn.
The new regulations I propofed did,
on the contrary, convey to us an acknow-
ledged right to that trade upon a rcafona-
ble footing ; and the payment of a fixed
duty, lefs than had already been paid by

fome
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fome of our factories ; and a duty which
the profits of that trade might well bear.
Many other inflances of this kind
of fpecious and founding expreffions with-
out meaning occur in this minute, which
I will call Major Carnac’s, inflead of Mr.
Amyatt’s, as well asin all the reft of the
major’s writings. I will take notice of
only one more. To engage all the gen-
tlemen of the Board to applaud and fide
with him, he concludes with telling
them, they are incapable of being in-
fluenced by the fpirit of party, or any
mercenary views. I am  perfuaded,
that it will appear obvious to every
reader, that the minute is calculated
throughout, to infufc a fpirit of party ;
and in this he too well fucceeded ;5 nor
could he have choiun a more certain me-
thod of confirming and ﬁrcngtilening
this fpirit, than by telling them, they
were incapable of being influenced. It
is 2 known m \im of thofe, who would
lead a party, tocndcaver to conceal from
their followcrs that they are led.  As
to mercenaty views, if views of exor-
bitant
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bitant profits in trade may be fo termed,
there was certainly a great fhare of that
pafiion in the violent oppofition againft
the regulations I had made.

I coNTINUED to try every means of
preventing the dangerous confcquences,
which were to be apprchended from fo
violent a combination; but it is cafy to
judge, how ditficult a part I had to ma-
nage. On onc fide, if I oppofed too
ftrenuoufly the refolutions of the adverfe
party, Iranarifque of ftrengthening the
Nabob'’s hands, and thereby making him
too powerful in cafc of a rupture. On
the other, if I fcll in with their violent
meafures, all the ways of accommoda-
tion would quickly be fhut up. I en-
deavored therefore to kcep a middle
courfe, in order to preferve terms with
the Nabob, until the Council had de-
termined upon the regulations and de-
mands they would infift on, flattering
myfelf, that the Nabob would fubmit to
them, however unreafonable and detri-
mental to his government, rather than
engage in a war to his inevitable ruin.

Vor. II. T With
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With this view I avoided every word
that could inflame; and as the oppref-
fions of the Nabob’s officers gave fo
much reafon, I was the firft to confent
to fuch an encroachmentupon his rights,
as the fecurity of our trade required, in
hopes thereby to induce the Council to
be the more moderate in their demands.
I faid therefore nothing more to Mr.
Amyatt’s minutes of the 3d and 1sth,
than was neceflary to thew the authori-
ty I had from the Board, to make fuch
regulations with the Nabob, that the
prefent difputes were not owing to the
regulations, but to the abufe of them ;
that if fuch abufes could be prevented,
all the advantages of trade we could rea-
fonably wifh, would be infured to us,
with good order to the Nabob’s govern-
ment ; and that if they did not dpprove
of my plan for attaining thofe‘ends, they
thould fet about forming another them-
felves.  The following is a copy of this
minute.

Copy
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Copy of the Governor's Minute of the 15th
of February, 1763.
“ IN anfwer to that part of Mr. A~
myatt’s minute of the 3d, where
he fays, that I pervert the meaning of
the letter I received from the Board,
dated the 1sth of Novernber, I will on-
ly quote the words of the faid letter,
and my anfiver dated the 1{t of Decem-
ber.”

Letter from the Council, dated Nov. 15.
«“« TNCLOSED, we tranfmit you an

extract from the Luckypgpor letter,
explaining the fhahbunder dutics which
they have always paid, and the nature
of the freth cxtortions which are now
demanded, which we imagine may be
of fervice to you in finally jottling thefe
matters upon a folid plan.”

The Governor's Anfwer, dated Dec. 1.

“ T SuarLr proceed, with Mr. Haft-
ings’s affiftance and concurrence,

in fuch inquiries as fhall be neceffary
on the fubje& of the complaints now in
T 2 quef-
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queftion; and in eftablithing fuch rules
between the Nabob and us, as may pre-
vent them for the future.” According-
ly I framed with Mr. Haftings fuch
rules as feemed to us moft proper for the
occafion, and propofed them to the Na-
bob in feveral articles, as contained in
our letter to the Board, of the 15th of
December : but the Nabob, not chufing
to accede to thofe articles, reprefented
to me again his grievances, in a letter the
26th of December, the day before my
departure for Patna; and as I had no
further inftru&ions from the Board, than
thofe before quoted from their letter of
the 15th of November, and no reply to
my anfwer of the 1t of December,
where I faid I would eftablith rules for
the conduct of the Nabob’s people and
ours ; and as the regulations propofed,
fcemed to me altogether neceflary and
reafonable, I made no doubt of their
being approved by the Board, and con-
fequently made no fcruple to write an
anfwer to the Nabob, afluring him, that
things fhould be carried on accerding to

thofe
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thofe rules. Upon the minute of the
1t inftant, I have {ufficiently fhewn the
reafons, why thofe rules for carrying on
the private inland trade, and reftraining
the powers of our gomaftahs, fcemed to
me equitable and ncceflary, and the moft
proper for the end propofed; but as
much as I'am inclined to give the officers
of the country government their duc au-
thority, yet am I by no means difpofed
to {ubmit to anv abufe of that authori-
ty, or fuffer them to go beyond the li-
mits prefcribed by thofe regulatio}lb;
which, were they flri¢tly obfcrved by
both parties, would, I think, remove all
occafion of complaint from both fides.
But I grant, that the late conduct of the
government’s officers, in many parts of
the .country, gives me too much reafon
to think, with the reft of the Board,
that they cannot exercifc authority with-
out oppreflion; and that whatever caufe
they might have of complaint againft the
Englith gomaftahs, their own tyrannies
are yet more infupportable; for inflead
of freeing our trade from any impedi-

T 3 ment,
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ment, detention or obftrucion, under
pretence of cuftoms, duftore, &c. which
was my only intent in laying down fuch
rules, they have had a quite contrary
effet. The officers of the government,
prefuming upon the reftraints laid on
our agents and gomaftahs, having gone
direétly contrary to the conditions pre-
icribed to them. I agree, therefore, in
the necefiity of entering into articles of
agreement with the Nabob, fuch as fhall
appecar moft proper for regulating the
manner of carrying on our trade in thofe
articles, which before the troubles ufed
to bc deemed illicit ; and for confining
the government's officers, and our go-
maftahs, within the due bounds of their
refpetive employments; of which ar-
ticles, copies fhould be givcn to every
officer of the government, and every go-
maflah, for their guidance. In the mean
time, I have made the ftrongeft repre-
fentations to the Nabob, upon the vio-
lences committed by his officers in dif-
fcrent parts, in dire& violation of the
agreement between us. Copies of my

letters
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letters to the Nabob, Syed Mahomed
Cawn, and Mahomed Allee Beg, are
hereunto annexed. I lay besore you
likewife a number of complaints tranf~
mitted to me by Syed Mahomed Cawn,
from the zilladars, and other oflicers of
the feveral diftri&s, under his immedi-
ate direction, and which it will be ne-
ceflary to take under confideration, at
the time of debating upon the intended
regulations, that fuch of them as appear
well grounded, may be remedied.”

FresHu complaints from the Patna
and Dacca factorics were read at this
confultation : from the former, that fome
bullocks loaded with the Company’s falt-
petre were ftopped at one of the chokeys
or gpards; and trom the latter, that
great obftruttions were given to their
private trade at Sirampoor. On the
other hand, a number of reprefenta-
tions were received alfo from Syed Ma-
homed Cawn, the Nabob’s deputy at
Moorfhedabad, of the violence and un-
juft procecdmgs of ‘the Englith-gomaf--

T 4 tahs,
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tahs. Upon the firft it was refolved,
that all trade fhould be carried on as
before ; and in cafe any of the govern-
ment’s oflicers fhould obftru&t it, they
fhould be oppofed by force and feized 5
upon the fccond, that the reprefenta-
tions fthould be tranflated, and fent to
the fubordinate fa&ories which they
concerned ; and from whence, for the
moft part, no anfwer was received§ or,
if any came, it was taken no further no-
tice of.

As the othicers of the country govern-
.ment had exercifed their authority fo
unjuttly, I agreed it was become necef-
fary to reftrain them by force upon fome
accafions. 'The misfortune was, that
thofc who had long wifhced for a rupture
with the Nabob, muft be the judges of
thofe occafions ; and confequently it was
to be feared, that they would make ufc
of this authority beyond what was in-
tended or necetlary, particularly Mr.
Ellis ; however, there was no pofiibili-
. ty of preventing it, and to have argued
againft it, would only have ferved to

make
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make them more violent, becaufe the
objections I could have made, muft have
been perfonal againft fome of the mem-
bers then prefent at the Board, or againft
Mr. Ellis, with whom they were firm-
ly united.

I THouGHT the likelieft way of pre-
venting any bad confequences upon this
order, would be to acquaint the Na-
bob immediately, with the danger to
which his own haftinefs, and the info-
lence ci his officers, had expofed him;
and recommend to him, in the moft fire-
nuous manner, to forbid their interrupt-
ing the bufinefs of any Englifh gomaf-
tah, or giving further occation for dif-
putes, whick might end in a breach of
our friendfhip. The following is a copy
of the letter I wrote to the Nabob on
this occafion.”

<« I uave already informed you of
the oppreflions and infolences of Maho-
med Allee Beg ; and I now enclofe you
a copy of a letter wrote by him to Ab-
dulla, aumil of Soondeep perganah.
Confider,
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Confider, it is his defign not to fuffer a
fingle Englithman in the country, and to
punith whoever fhall take upon himfelf
the name of an Englithman; according-
ly the Company’s bufinefs, and that of
the private gentlemen, has been every
where ftopped, whereby they have been,
and ftill are, fubje¢ted to many loffes :
and the agreement which was made be-
tween you and me, for the removal of
the difputes between your dependents
and ours, has been entirely broken off
by Mahomed Allce. As his procced-
ings are.prejudicial both to your intereft
and the Company’s, it would have been
proper, at the inftant of my receiving
the copy of his letter, to have difpatch-
ed fome of the Company’s people to
feize him, and to have fent him prifoner
to you. However, as he is a fervant of
yours, I have contented myfelf with re-
prefenting the affair to you, and I wait
your anfwer. Out of the friendfhip
fubfifting between you and me, it is
proper you infli& due punithment on

him, and make him anf{werablg for the
loffes
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loffes he has been the occafion of; if
not, I cannot fit quiet, and fee the Com-
pany’s and private gentlemen’s affairs go
to ruin. Inclofed I tranfmit you the

copy of a letter I have wrote to Maho-
med Allee.”

NoTuING elfe remarkable paffed at
this firft meeting of the Council, but a
letter delivered in by major Carnac,
claiming the command of the detach-
ment ftationed at Patna. I defire no o-
ther proof than the terms of this letter
to convince the world, that he was the
chief advifer of the refolution for call-
ing down the members of the Board
from the fubordinates; and that to carry
this point.for himfelf was one of the ob-
jects of that refolution. The following
15 a copy of his letter.

Copy
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Copy of a Letter from Major Carnac fo
the Governor and Council. Dated Fe-
bruary 15, 1763.

« HE being deprived of the com~

mand of a body of your forces,
at the head whercof I had the good for-
tune to meet with fome fuccefs ; and the
being cver fince detained here, you will
readily belicve muit have occafioned
much uneafinefs to me. However, till
now, I defpaired of any remedy, from

a convittion, that my remonftrances

would prove incftectual, and only ferve

to invalve me in freth altercations, which

I was willing to avoid. The ftation of

Patna being the moft likely quarter from

whence we are to expe&t troubles, is

undoubtedly the poft of honor, and as
fuch, from my rank, I had the beft title
thereto, unlefs I had forfeited it by any

ill behavior on my part, which, what-

ever may be the opinion of a few of the

members, I pleafe myfelf with think-
ing is not the general fenfe of the Board.

I am happy in the perfuafion, thatI can-

not
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not now fail of redrefs, if I am deferv-
ing thereof s and flatter myfelf, gentle-
men, if you are for continuing the Com-
pany’s forces in that quarter, that I fhall
have your orders to proceed thither, and
take the command of them, unlefs you
have any other more immediate call for
my fervices.”

It will be remembered, that the rea-
fon for calling major Carnac down from
Patna in June 1761, was to put an end
to the difputes with the Nabob ; and his
application to go back at this time, when
difputes were growing every day, has all
the appearance of his withing to make
them worfe, and to be more at hand to
act in concert with Mr. Ellis to that end.

TH . confult 1on of the 18th of Fe-
bruary .. > a lettc - from the Patna fac-
tory, » .ch the ., they were ready e-
nough to make - ¢ of their own force,
without waiting .ur our orders.

Copy
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Copy of a Letter from the Chief and Coun-
cil at Patna to the Board.

s AD}: AR TH fome years ago, which
had very near proved fatal to our
troops here, made it neccffary that fome
precaution fhould be taken to avoid, as
much as poilible, our experiencing the
like diftrefs in future; for this purpofe,
Mr. Amyatt, then chief of this factory,
cftablithed a gunge, where our people
-have ever fince been amply fupplied with
provifions at cheaper rates than they can
be clfewhere, and at the fame time pre-
vented them falling into the numerous
broils that muft daily happen, from their
being obliged to feck their futtenance in
the ditferent markets of the city. Ad-
vantages well known to every perfon
who has refided any time at Patna.
Tuis gunge the Pretident agreed with
the Nabob {hould be abolithed ; and in
its flead, he defired the chidt to lay up
20,000 maunds of grainonaccount of the
Company ; which we, howcever, have
thougt:t mott proper to defer, not chu-
fing
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fing to put our employers to what we
deem an unneceffary and unprafitable
ritk, without the fanction of your or-
ders. The encouragement given Nobit
Roy on this occafion, has induced him
to feize and carry away by force all the
dealers of this gunge, to detain boats
loaded with our own particular property
having duftucks, and to fend the chief
word, that he will not fuffer a further
importation of grain. He has likewife
publickly punifhed three boatmen, who
have been long cmployed in this fervice ;
and made proclamations through ghc city,
that whocver brings grain to the Englith
thall be treated in the fame manner ;
which can be conftrued in no other light,
than a determination to diftrefs us in the
mofit te:n'der point, viz. that of the necef-
faries of lifc.

ArTEeR fuch infolence on his part,
an obfervance of punctilios on ours would
be truly ridiculous, and alfo defervedly
fubje& us to the imputation of being
wanting in our duty to thofc we ferve,
as well as to thofc committed to our

charge.
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charge. We fhall thercfore ufe as little
ceremony in releafing our boats, as he
does in feizing them, avoiding at the
fame time any kind of offence, but a&-
ing confiftently with the firft great law
of nature.’ In the interim we fthall ex-
pect your orders.”

TuE (ubject of this letter was referv-
ed to be confidered along with the other
difputed points, and the following plan
was fettled for conduéting the debate.

“ First, To colle@ the opinion of

the Board, on the regulations fettled with
the Nabobl by the Prefident.
. SrconpLy, To determine on the
Patna letter refpecting the Burbunna
gate, the cntrenchment by the ‘water-
fide, and the gunge.

TuirpLry, On the difpofition of the
troops, and major Carnac’s letter.”

Tur 19th, the firmauns and grants
a0t being ready, only the fecond article
of the plan was confidered, viz. Whe-

ther
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ther the Nabob fhould be permitted to
fhut up onc of the gates of the Patna
city ; and to clofe the breach between
the wall and the river; and whether
Mr. Ellis thould keep his gunge. The

opinions were as follows.

Extracl of a Confultation of the 19th of
February, 1763.
« READ the following minute de-

livered in by the Prefident.

The Prefident’s Minute.

Ixorder rightly tounderftand the qucf
tionrelative to the Burbunna gate,and the
intrenchment by the water-fide, it is
neceflary to defcribe the fituation of the
places, and to refer to what paffed on
this fubjeét laft year.

Tue city of Patna extending itfelf
above two miles from eaft to weft along
by the river-fide has two principal gates,
one at the eaft end, the other at the
weft. Between the weftern gate and
the river-fide is the Burbunna gate, or
rather wicket, being a fmall entrance
into a very narrow ftreet; and the Eng-

Vor. II. U hith
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lifh faQory being fituated on the river-
fide, about two or three hundred yards to
the weftward of the city walls, and from
this gate-way, ufed to find a conveni-
cnce in this entrance, as the principal
weftern gate is a full half mile from
the fattory. The city is furrounded by
a wall and ditch, except by the river-
fide. The north-eaft angle is clofed by
the citadel, or rather the Nabob’s pa-
lace, which extends itfelf into the river,
fo that there is no paffage by it. At the
north-weftend isa baftion,calledtheMoo-
tance baftion, between which, and the
river, was an open paffage into the town.
In the month of February, 1762,
feveral men of captain Caritairs’s party
having deferted, Mr. Ellis fent to Raje-
bullub, then Naib of Patna, to -defire
he would give orders to prevent any of
our foldiers from going into the city.
Rajebullub acquainted the Nabob with
Mr. Ellis’s defire; and received orders
from him to thut all the gates and out-
lets of the city, except the eaft and weft-
gates, of which he advifed Mr. Ellis,
and
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and defired, that he would order that
none of the Europeans fhould go into
the city ; and that fuch of the people of
the factory as had bufinefs there, fhould
enter by the weftern gate. Mr. Ellis
wrote to Rajebullub in anfwer, that
the thutting the Burbunna wicket would
put a ftop to all the bufinefs of the fac-
tory, and that therefore he muit not fhut
it; and, at the famc time, he reprefent-
ed to the Board, the inconvenicnce that
would attend the thutting it, the wéit-
gate being diftant from the faltory at
leaft half a mile; and mentioned, that
Rajebullub had begun to raife a wall
from the baftion, next the factory down
to the river, thereby to prevent all com-
munication ; infomuch, that no boat
could track up to the tactory ; and *that
the confequence of allowing it, would
be the obliging all boats to pull up the
other fide of the river. At the fame
time Mr. Ellis fent people to prevent
the Burbunna wicket being thut, or the
outlet by the water-fide clofed.  In
confultation of the 22d of February, I

: U 2 wus
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was defired by the Board to write to the
Nabob, to requeft him to order the Bur-
bunna gate to be left opan; and in the
letter to Mr. Ellic, where he 1s acquaint-
cd with this refolution, it is added, that
he fhould prevent the wall, or breaft-
work being carried on by the river-fide,
fo far as it might obftru@ boats tracking
up on that fide of the river.  Agrecably
to the refolution of the Board, I wrote
to the Nabob, defiring he would order
the Burbunna wicket to be left open for
the convenience of our factory; and

the Nabob pave orders accordingly.
Tuuvs the atfair refted till I came to
Mongheer, when the Nabob reprefent-
cd the inconvenience ot having thofe two
outlets Ieft open. ¢« That the focepoys,
and other people of the factory, often
came into the town by thofe ways, quar-
relled with the inhabitants, and plunder-
cd or ill-treated them, and cfeaped again
to the factory, without its being poflible
to bring them to juftice; and that be-
fides, the town could not be in a ttate of
defence, untl the pafiage by the river-
fide
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fide was fecured.” As I was going to
Pata, T told the Nabob I {hould be a
better judge when I had feen the place
myfelf. Upon my arrival at Patna, I
took aview of the places with Mr. Ellis.
The Burbunna gate was no doubt a con-
venience to {uch of the fervants of the
“factory as refided in the city; but to
go round by the weftern-gate is not a
greater inconvenience, than every perfon
who has to do with a fortified town muit
fubmit to, nor do I find that the Com-
pany carry on any bufincfs in the city ;
and as to the opening between the Moo-
tanec baftion and the river, it i« fuch an
one, as no perfon, who has the charge of
a fortified place, would on any account
fuffer. So far from being fecured by the
Englith fa&ory, I can affert, that it
would be very eafy for an enemy to pafs
by the fa&ory by night, and enter the
town before any alarm could be given.
Befides, the factory itfelf, which is in
no refpet like a fortification, might be
taken by an enemy, and the city there-
by expofed to certain deftruction, if
U 3 this
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this paffage mufl be left open; a cafe
which though not likely to happen, yet
ought certainly to be guarded againit.
As to the dithculty of boats going up by
the river-fide, 1t is a mere exaggeration,
like many other parts of Mr. Ellis’s dif-
fertations on thefe fubjects.  Boats will
have only to row or warp a few yards at
the wedt end, as they are already obliged
todoattheceaftend, where, asI have before
obferved, the * Kella flops the paffage,
and where T faw boats pafs up without
the feaft ditficulty; and it is well known,
that there are very many places between
this and Patna, where boats cannot track
on account of the junguls, the fteep-
nefs of the banks, or other obftructions.
Finally, as the city belongs to the Na-
bob, and he is anfwerable for the cfna;gc
of it, and for the perfons and proper-
tics of the inhabitants, he has an un-
doubted right to fortify it in any manner
he pleafes.  Thefe my fentiments I ex-
plained fully to Mr. Ellis; and Nobit
Roy having applied to me on the fub-
ject, 1 gave him an anfwer, of which

applica-

* The citadel or palaced
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application and anfwer, the following
are copies.”

From Nobit Roy, Naib ¢f Patna, za
the Governor.

s¢ Y reafon of the paffage by the

water-fide, and the wickets of
the fort being open to the town, it could
not properly be taken care of. I therefore
fhut up the wickets, and left the eaft
and wett-gates for people to pafs in and
out. Yet the inconveniencies will not
be remcdied, until the Burbunna avick-
et, and the paflage by the water-fide,
are alfo ftopped up. Had the 'paﬁ'agc of
the Burbunna wicket, &c. been ftopped,
how could the Boujepoor thicves and
prifoners have made their efcape ? The
paflage and wickets being open, renders
it impoflible for me to prote¢t the town,
and is 2 means of difturbance in my af-
fairs, of contempt on the government,
and of infecurity to the fort. As the
care of the fort is a neceflary work, and
the regulation of it is my bufinefs, it

therefore belongs to me alfo to thut up
U 4 the
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the wickets, and the paffage. If I am
prevented from doing this, what 15 the
advantage of my ftaying here ?”

From the Governor to Nobit Roy.
UnDERSTAND what you write. a-
bout fhutting up the Burbunna

gate, and the paflage by the river-fide,
and I have {cen the two places you fpeak
of.  The ftopping up the paflage by the
river-fide is a very proper work ; as to
the thutting up the gate, although there
fcems to be no great neceflity for it,
ind the going round about, will be an
raconvemence to the fadory 5 vet, asit
i+ the Nabob's order, do it whenever you
think proper, no onc will interrupt you.”

Remark on the Prefident’s Minute.

“Major Carnacbegsleave to obferve,
in anfwer to that part of the Prefident’s
minute, in vindication of the Nabob’s
ftrengthening that part of the city fo
clofe to our faltory, that it cannot be
mrcﬁ"ary, unlefs he means to ftrengthen

againit the faCtory itfelf, which he
pc rivades himiclf the majority of the
Board
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Board will look upon as a greater fecu-
rity to that end of the city, than the
temporary trifling works now thrown
up by the Nabob.

The Opintons of the Council.
MRg. WarTTs is of opinion, that the

Nabob ought to be wrote to open the
gate, and throw down the pallifadoes,
and fuch part of the intrenchment as
obftrués the tracking of the boats to
the factory on that fide of the river.

Mgr.Marrr1oT T isof the fameopinion.

Mr. Havy isof the fame opinion,with
this addition, that if the Nabob refufes
to comply with the Prefident’s defire,
Mr. Ellis thould then have orders to o-
pen the gate, and throw down fo much
of the intrenchment as obftructs the paf-
fage of “boats.

MR. JounsToNE is of opinion, that
the fhutting up the Burbunna gate, and
making the trench and pallifadoe into
the river, could be of no fervice for the
fecurity of the town againft a foreign c-
nemy, whilft the Nabob depends on us
ashisfriends ; and that it remarks, in this
time of tranquillity, a diftruft of us in

particular,
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particular, and has been fo underftood
by every body in thofe quarters, and is
confidercd as an advantage gained over
our Chicf, 1n a point hitherto difputed
with the Nabob, though never defired
b his predeceflor. To keep up our cre-
dit, tiicrofore, and for the great conve-
nience it 1¢, 2nd cver has been to our
factory, he thinks the Nabob fhould
be addrefled, as the general f{entiments
of the Board, to reftore things to the
fituation they were in before ; and if he
refufes, that Mr. Ellis {hould be im-
powered to do it himfclf.
Mr. Haftings’s Opinion.

As every occafion (hould be avoided
of alarming the people of the country,
with the appearances of diftruft or con-
tention between the Nabob and ys, and
as it has been deemed, that the cafes
now in dcbate have fuch a tendency, Mr.
Haftings is of opinion, that the Prefi-
dcent fhould write to the Nabob, and
defire him to caufe the Burbunna gate
to be opened, and the intrenchments
by the river-fide made paflable for boats ;
but he fees no occafion for fending a

publick
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publick order to the gentlemen at Pat-
na, to effe¢t either by force, nor does
he think it can be done, without a mani-
feft violation of our treaty of alliance
with the Nabob, as he has the fole au-
thority to take fuch meafures, for the re-
gulation or ftrengthening of his own
fortified city, as he thinks proper, whilft
he encroaches upon none of our known
rights.

Mr. CarTirr begs leave to obferve,
that never having been at Patna, he can
form no other judgment as to the af-
fair of the Burbunna gate, and the cir-
cumftance of its being fhut, than what
he has been informed of, by the letters
from Patna. From them he finds the
fervants of the faGory have now no con-
venient communication with the city,
as likewife their hofpital ; that the thut-
ting up the gate is a matter of pique, and
intended to affront Mr. Ellis; and if
him, confequently the nation; and muft
have been confidered in that light by the
inhabitants of Patna, who, apprchenfive
of the confequences, many have left their

houfes,
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houfes, and carried their families to other
parts ; that this proceeding has raifed a
notion in the country of our little at-
tachment to the Nabob, which he has
very imprudently encouraged by the fuf-
picions he feems to harbor in his mind,
and alling in a manner {o contrary to
that confidence he ought to place in us;
that our attachment to him is his fole
fccurity and fafc-guard, which, if once
Ielened, or cven fufpefted to be fo,
might probably have the worft of confe-
" quences on his affairs 5 that for his own
fafcty, and frecing the country from dif-
turbances, it ought to be a point infift-
ed upon, that the faid gate fhould be
opened, more partiéu\arly as 1t was the
only one of the city left open, during
the troubles of three years in” that pro-
vince, and no danger fromitsbeing conti-
nued to be o in a time of profound peace,
can poflibly be dreaded ; and if the Pre-
fident’s application on this head is not
complied with, that dire&ions fhall be
fent to Mr. Ellis to open it, and that
part of the intrenchment to be thrown

down,
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down, that is a real inconvenience to
the factory.

MR. BiLLERS is of opinion with Mr.
Cartier.

Mgr. BA Tsox confiders the fhutting
up of the Burbunna gate, and the in-
trenchments raifed by the Nabob againft
our faltory, as an indignity defigned us,
and really an act of hoftility ; heis there-
fore of opinion, that the gate fhould be
ordered to be left open as formerly, and
fo much of the intrenchment removed, -
as Mr. Ellis and the Council may judge
for the fafety and convenicnce of our
fattory ; and we fhould write to the Na-
bob to give orders for the above purpofes;
which, if he refufes to’comply with, Mr.
Ellis thould be ordered to eaccute them.

-Mujor Carnac’s Opinton.

By the Burbunna gate has been, time
out of mind, a communication between
the city and factory ; therefore the Na-
bol’s ordering it to be fhut up, cannot
but argue in him an indifpofition to-
wards us, efpecially as the works exe-
cuting there, carry all the appearance of

a defire
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a defire to ftrengthen himfelf on the fide
next to us; nor does it appear, thatany
advantage or conveniency will refult to
the Nabob, from the ftopping this com-
munication ; and the reafon principally
infifted on feems to be, that the Na-
bob is mafter of his own city, and may
do as he pleafes. The fame might with
equal juftice be given, for his refufing
to allow any entrance whatever to the
Englifh into the city; he has done the
next thing toit, rendered our admiffion
as inconvenicnt as poffible to us. Be-
fides, the gentlemen at Patna affure us,
‘their boats will, from the obftru&ions
now made, be expofed to great rifques.
The major is therefore ¢f opinion, that
the Nabob fhould be wrote to, in the
moft prefling manner, anda‘rcprcf‘cntation
made to him, that the fhutting the Bur-
bunna gate, cannotfail creating, through-
outthecountry, the perfuafion thathe and
the Englith are upon bad terms, which
it is equally his bufinefs as ours to pre-
vent; that therefore to remove any fufpi-

cions
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cions of this nature, we mutft infift upon
that gate being again opened, and that
part of the city be left in its ufual ftate.
If after fuch a reprefentation, the Nabob
continues obftinate, the major thinks the
Board will be juftified in giving orders
to Mr. Ellis to open that communica-
tion; and the Nabob will have only
himfelf to blame, for having reduced us
to that neceflity.

MRr. AMyATT declares, That of his
own knowledge this gate has been kept:
open for thefe nineteen years pafl, and was
the only onc of the city which was open
during the time of the two fieges of
Patna, as bcing efteemed a ncceflary
communication with the fatory, by the
guns whereof it was covered ; that he
therefore imiagines, the fhutting of it
up muft proceed cither from a pique
to Mr. Ellis, or an intention to dimi-
nith the Englifh influence in the coun-
try. That for thefe reafons, and asitis
attended with great inconvenience to us,
and no advantage to the Nabob, he a-
agrees in opinion with Mr. Hay in re-

gard
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gard to opening it, and removing the
intrenchment by the water-fide.

Major Apams is of opinion, that
the fhutting of this gate is of no advan-
tage to the Nabob; that fo far from
ftrengthening the city, he thinks it ra-
ther contributes to weaken it, and has
an appearance of a jealoufy fubfifting,
which may be prejudicial to the Compa-
ny’s affairs, and to the Nabob himfelf ;
and that therefore the Prefident ought to
write to the Nabob, to infift upon the
gates being opened, and a neceffary paf-
fage left from the intrenchment for the
tracking of boats.”

A LeTTER to the Nabob was then
prepared according to the opinion of the
Board, and aecording to the ufua) courfe
went under the hand and {feal of the Pre-
fident; which being the form prefcribed
by the Court of Direclors for the coun-
try correfpondence I always obferved, al-
though the lctter on this, and many o-
ther occafions, was contrary to my own
fentiments.  The following is a copy of

the
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the letter wrote the Nabob in confe-
quence of the foregoing refolutions.

To the Nabob, February 19, 1763.

< HE chief and council of the
Patna factory have reprefented

to me and the Council of Calcutta, that
by fhutting up the Burbunna gate or
wicket of the city, all the {ervants of the
fatory are fubjeted to great inconveni-
ence in going to and from their houfes,
and the Company’s bufinefs impeded ;
and further, that by carrying on a wall
or intrenchment from the baftion to the
water-fide, boats are prevented from
tracking up to the factory, and will be
obliged to pull up on the other fide,
which will be a great inconvenience to
the bufinefs of the Company, and the
gentlemen of the fatory. And as it ap-
pears, that the Burbunna gate has al-
ways been open for twenty years paft ;
and that during the troubles when the
city was befieged, the faid gate was of
particular fervice, as affiftance went by
that road from the factory for the de-
Vou. II. X fence
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fence ,of the city; and the fhutting it
up at, this time bas not a good appear-

ance, but raifes diftruft and jealoufy in
the minds of the people, and fills the

inhabitants with apprehenfions, as if

there fubfifted not a perfet friendthip
between you and the Company ; and as

fuch reports are equally prejudicial to
your aftairs, and the Company’s, and it
is unreafonable you thould lay any ob-
ftructions in the way of the Company’s
bufinefs, or that of the fervants of the fac-

tory : it is therefore thought very impro-
per, on all accounts, to fhut up the thid
gate; andIwrite toyou therefore, accord-
ingto the advice of the Council, to defire

you will order it to be kept open as be-
fore, as reports of this kind to preju-
dice or diminifh the Company’s name
will not be admitted ; and that you will
order the wall or intrenchment from the
“baftion to the river-fide to be made in
fuch a manner, that there may be room
for the boat people to track up the boats.

As your compliance herewith can be at-

tcded with no lefs or hindrance to your

affairs,
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affairs, it s neceflary’ that you immedi-
ately give orders accordingly, that the
people may fee there is an entire confi-
dence and friendthip between you and
the Company, and all jealoufies and ap-
prehenfions may be removed.”

Tue reafoning of the Council upon
the foregoing fubject amounts to this,
that to fhut up the gate of the city, and
clofe the breach or paflage between
that and the river, would have an ap-
pearance of a jealoufy or difagreement
between the Nabob and the Company ;
wherefore he fhould be wrote to in a
peremptory manner to keep them open ;
and if he did not comply, Mr. Ellis
fhould open them by force. A moft ex-
traordinary method for removing all ap-
pearance of jealoufy and difagreement!
With refpe&t to the gunge, the whole
Board agreed with me in the impropri-
ety of Mr. Ellis’s keeping it; and the
following refolution was made.

X 2 WiIiTH
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“ WiTh refpe& to the gunge, it is
unanimoufly agreed by the Board, that
inftead thercof, a limited number of
licenced thopkeepers fhall be eftablith-
ed, to fupply with provifions the bazars
of the army and the factory ; that they
fhall not however become a gunge, or
wholefale market, but ere& their fhops
and ftorchoufes in fuch place, as fhall
be agreed on between the chief and No-
bit Roy ; and fuffer the ufual cuftoms
to be collected by a droga on the part of
the government; and that all this being
done, the prefent gunge is to be re-
moved.”

Tus next confultation the 22d, was
gaken up with reading the firmauns and
grants ; and it was agrecd, that thc fe-
yveral members fhould prepare their opi-
aians upon the regulations I had made
with the Nabob ; and the extent of the
pravileges of our private trade, by way
of .anfwer tp the following fix qucf-
tions. ,

¢ FIRsT,
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¢ FirsT, Whether by the firmaun,
and fubfequent treaties, we have a right
to trade in every article, whether for
foreign or inland trade, duty free ?

Seconp, Whether any duties ought
to be paid to the country government
on falt, beetle-nut, tobacco, or any o-
ther articles ?

. Tuirp, Whether the Company’s
duftuck thall be for the future granted
for fuch articles ?

. OF late the trade of falt from Calcut-
ta, up the country, has been carried on
by the Englith inhabitants in general,
who, having firft paid theduties at Hoog-
ly, and having got the fougedar’s duf-
tuck or rowana, had then a pafiport or
certificate from the Prefident to accom-
“pany it. ™,

FourTH, Whether certificates thould
in future be granted to any but the Com-
pany’s fervants ?

FirTH, Whether the Englith gomaf-
tahs, in any part of the three provinces,
fhall be fubje in any manner to the

X 3 controul
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controul of the officers of the country
government, and how far ?

SixTH, Ir not, how are we to regu- ]
late the difputes that may happen be-
twixt them and the country government,
and particularly in thofe parts where we
have no fa&ory ?”

AT the fame confultation (the 22d
of Fcbruary) was read the following let-
ter of complaint from Luckypoor.

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Middleton ro
the Governor and Council. Dated Fe-
bruary 16, 1763.

““ Y Appressep you the 14th inftant,

and informed you, that the houfes
of Golam Hoflein and Mahomed Gazy,
fervauts of this fa&ory, were befet by

Aga Nazam, Mahomed Allee’s deputy

at Jugdea. I have fince received intelli-

gence, that ¢n the 12th inftant, Aga

Nazam had {ummoned thefe people ta

furrender om that day ; the confcquence

of which was,ithe mother and fifter took
poifon, but dnftant sclief being given
them, they are yet aljwe ; the reft found

means
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means to cfcape by a back door, and
left their houfes to the mercy of Aga
Nazam, who of courfe has plundered
and deftroyed them. One of the women
that efcaped has been brought to-bed
but a few days; what is becomec of
her, the infant, and other women, I
cannot tell, but have fent people to en-
quire after them. I muft inform you,
that thefe two men are of a confiderable
family, who have always been much.
refpeted ir he country, and remarkable
for their attachment to the Englith, par--
ticularly in the year 1756, when they
afforded protection and affiftarrce to our
fervants, at a time that it was refufed
by the French, and every one elfevat
Jugdea. Iinclofe you a letter, which
I received, from Syed Buddull Cawn, a
fougedar, Ippointed by Mahomed Allee
in thefe diftricts, to whom I wrote ‘on
this occafion, by which this aét feems
to have been done by Mahorved Allec’$
dire&tions. I alfo enclefe to you copies
of two letters from Syed Buddul Cawn,
and Aga Nazam, to Golam Hoflein and

o X g 0 'Mahos
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Mabomed Gazy, recommending thelat-
ter, to quit the Englith employ, if ke
c;{pcé’ts to have any favor thewn himn
By thefe letters, and other circumitances
it appears, that their being fervants of
the Englith, is the fole caufe of their
misfortunes. Therefore, I have affur-
ed them, that you will not fail of ob-
taining all poffible redrefs; and what
further particulars I may be able to learn
of this affair, I will hereafter communti-
fate to you.

* Qur cloth bufinefs inthe Manorgunge
perganah, where feveral of the Compa-
ny’s forfinents are made, is entirely put
a {top to by onc Comar Allce Wadadar
there¢, and our gomaftahs and other fer-
vants have been obliged to return to
Luckypeor, leaving a larges Tum, out-
ftanding, in thepykarsand weavershands.
This Comar Allce is the perfon who or-
d:;x:cd by publick beat of tom-tom, that
nope of his tenants fhould, at their pe-
sik tranfact any bufinefs with the Eng-~
lLifh, of which Mr. Billers advifed you,
i bis addrefs of thc 22d ultimo,

P To

¥
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To what we have from time to time
alledged againft Mahomed Allee, give
me leave to obferve, that his rapacious
cruelty is {o confpicuous, in the unheard-
of oppreflive meafures, taken by himin
the perganahs hereabouts, and fo parti-
cularly aim at thofe people that are, and
havc bcen in our employ, or any way
negotiating with us; that it feems his
defign is, to the utmoft of his power, to
throw every obftacle in our way in the
courfe of trade, both Company’s and
private, but more particularly the lattet,
that a powerful inveterate engmy can
fuggeft. How far we have fuffered in
our private concerns, is partly known'to
you, by the account tranfmitted you by
Mr. Billers. Several of our boats have
fince tha?hcen ftopped on various pre-
tences, although we have paid the Na-
bob’s duties as in former times."~ '’

YesTERDAY advife was bronght me,
that fome pecople belonging to the ‘gd-
vernment were meafuring®our grounds,’
in order to take poﬁ‘cﬂidn‘ 'df"ﬂiet‘n‘, aHd
had demanded rents frory Gt ttantd. ¥

immediately
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immedintely fent a few {eepoys and -pe~
ons, who, this morning, broughtin twé
of the principals employed on this ot~
cafion. Soon after I had feized thefe
people, a number of men collected them-
felves together, and have been plunder-
ing the houfes of our tenants, and car-
ried away their cattle, &c. This has
obliged me to fend a ftrong party of
feepoys to the extent of our bounds, to
prevent any further infults of the kind.
] thought it neceffary to inform you of
this circumftance, as 1 imagine it will
be reprefented in a very different light
by Mahomed Allee’s party.”

Uron this it was refolved to feize the
three officers of the government com-
plained againft; in which, Tefolution I
agreed ; for as the queftion was now,
whether the a&ing perfons complained
againft thould be feized, or war made
dire@®ly with the Nabob himfelf; I con-
curred in the former, as T yet did not
doubt but the Nabob would fubmit to

any terms, that fhould be propofed to
him
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him by the Council, rather than enter
into a war.

Tue next confultation (the 1t of
March) the opinions of all the members
were delivered in upon the fix queftions
propofed the 22d of February. The
majority declared the extent of the pri-
vileges of our private trade to be unli-
mited, and that the duties which had
hitherto been paid to the country govern-
ment on falt, and fome other articles,
were only a2 compliment which might
be continued or not, as we pleafed. This'
pretenfion muft appear to all reafonable
men as unjuft as it was new ; for who
can fuppofe the Mogul emperor meant
by his firmaun, to give us a right to trade
from placg to place in the center of his
own country,upon a better footmg than
his own fubjects? His granting us an
exemption from cuftoms, upon our fo~
reign or thipping trade is naturalabecaufe
it was attended with the double advan;
tage of giving vent to the mapufadtures
of his dominiqns, apd importing bullion,
and other ufeful commodities. Much,

has
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hap-already been faid upon this fubject,
and we will come now to the feveral
opinions of the members of the Board,
which wete as follows.

Extract of Confultationof the 1 of March,
1763.
L R.WaTTs is of opinion, in
anfwer to the queftions propof-
ed laft Council day.

First, That by the firmauns and

hufbul hookums, the Englifh Eaft India
Company have an undoubted right to
trade in every article produced in the In-
doftan cmpire, either for foreign or in-
land trade; and that duftucks ought to
be given with any articles ; and that Meer
Mahomed Jaffier Allee Cawp, in his
treaty, has very particulagly confirmed
the fame for the provinces, under the
fubahdarree of Bengal.
- Secomp, That duties ought not to be
paid to the country government on falt,
beetle-nut, tobacco, or any articles that
heve a duftuck with them.

{

SN THIRD,



Tranfaitions in BENG AL. 417

“Tuirp, That duftucks be granted
withduch articles for the future.

FourTH, That no paffports or certis
ficates fhould be granted to Company’s
fervants or others, but that {alt have a
duftuck with it, if the fole property of a
Company’s fervant, but not to other
Englith inhabitants.

FirTH, That the Prefident, in his let-
ter to the Nabob, has given up the pri-
vilege which the Company c¢njoyed by
this firmaun ; and therefore he continues
in the fame fentiments, as in the confuls'
tation of the 17th of January.

SixTH, That fubjeing our Enghih
gomaftahs to the country government,
would entirely prevent us from carrying
on our trade; nor is there any neceflity
for any-reguMtions in thofe parts whers
we have an Englith fadory; but in the
diftant parts of the provinces fomething
is neceflary to be eftablithed, as well for
preventing our gomaftahs from. being
gulty of oppreflions to the country peo
ple, as to keep the .officers of 'the god
vernment from behaving in the manner

they
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they have lately done. ‘'That this point
can only be fettled betwixt the Nabob
and us.

MgR. MaRrRrIOTT is of opinion, that
the Prefident ought to have waited till
he could have received an anfwer from
the Board, before he wrote the letter
to the Nabob, as no paragraph of the
Board’s Ictter to the Prefident appears to
authorize him to conclude a treaty with-
out their approbation, unlefs their wil-
dingnefs to have affairs fettled with
‘the Nabob on a folid bafis, with the fe-
curity nf our rights and privileges, be
conftrued into that fenfe, which he does
not imagine was the intention of the
Board.: That in regard to the treaty it-
"fe¥f, it differs far from our figghaun and
fupnuds granted in confeqaence of our
treaties with Serajah Dowla and Jaffier
Allee Cawn, particularly in giving up
our right of granting duftucks for in-
land trade (though fome few articles
may have been denied us trading in
'by the country government, unlefs we
paid duties on them) npotwithftanding

our
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our Honorable Matfters {trongly recom-
mend the being jealous of our firmaun
privileges ; and alfo in fubmitting our
gomaftahs and dependents to be under
the government’s jurifdiction, and liable
on every occafion to be called before
their courts, which is greatly deroga-
tory to the Englifh name, and muft take
from us that fway we ought to have in
the country, without which no bufinefs
will be able to be carried on; and will
greatly prejudice not only the quality
and quantity, but alfo inhance the-price
of every article of the Company’s in-
veftment. That fo far from fubmitting
our gomaftahs and dependents to the go-
verninent’s courts of judicature, our fir-
maun exprefly orders all our dependents
that arc in-lebted to us and run away, to
be immediately delivered up tows; and
that the government’s people thould give
us all the affiftance they canon fluch amoc-
cafion, in order to recover our. demands.
THAT in regard to exchange of mo-
ney, &8 we have an undoubted right to-
_ <oin -ficcas from our firmaun and._fun-
nuds,
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nuds, we ought to infilt on thofe we coint
thould pafs; but to obviate any lofs that
might arife by batta on ficcas of a. dif-
ferent mint at another place, we fhould
get ftamps of the feveral mints where
we have occafion to fcnd money, and
coin with thofe ftamps accordingly.
For thefe reafons, I entirely diflent
to the treaty. The ill confequences muft
now appear too plain every where, it be-
ing a dangerous fyftem to truft the go=-
vernment’s people with fo great a power.
Thejr characer of being rapacious and
tyrannical would, I thought, have been
well known to every one. I am further
of opinion, the faid letter of the Prefi-
dent to the Nabob fhould be demand-
ed back, or hereafter bad confequences
may arife from it. b ‘
IN reply to the different articles pro-
pofed by the Board, Mr. Marriott is of
opinion, that by the firmaun and fubfe-
quent treaties, we have a right to trade
in foreign and inland articles of trade,
if a dire@ affertion is a fufficient proof,

and not one fingle article of trade pro-
hibited
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hibited us by the firmaun, &c. That
the government denying us to trade in
a few articles, without we pay duties oft
them, is ufurping an authority they for-
merly were forbid, as by the tenor of
the firmaun it appears; that further u-
furpations, and limiting our trade, were
attempted by Aliverdee Cawn’s minif-
ters, in refpect of paying duties on fu-
gar; and which the Company remon-
ftrate much againft, and defire we will
take care thefe things maynot be brought
into a precedent ; which thews the opi-
nion they entertained of thefe emcroachs
ments ; and by their feveral regulations
and orders concerning duftucks, it plaina
ly appears, they only meant their fer-
vants fhould not cover any black mer«
chantg goods, or others, that had not the
privilege of 2 duftuck; and by that means
defraud the government of the duties
they would otherwife have colleéted on
the faid merchants goods ; whick in cafe
of being detected, might have been a
plea for ftopping the Company’s bufi-
nefs, and embroiling their affairs.

Vor. II. Y Tuar
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TuaT in confequence of the go-
vernment's colleéting a duty on falt,
which we for the moft part have acqui-
cfced in, a duty fhould be paid them at
onc place, and a ftated fum for each
hundred maunds, at the rate the Moor
merchants pay, and the falt pafs with
thc Company’s duftuck (more particu-
larly as itis the produ& of their own
jagheers) and the colle¢tor’s of the faid
dutics rcceipt for the fame; after
which the boats not to be detained at
any. gaut o1 chokey, further than to give
the chokeydar time to take a copy of our
duftuck. That, as the Company’s duf-
tuck has been granted for beetle-nut,
and tobacco, the): are articles we fhould
not give up, but continue the Compa-
ny’s duftuck for thofe articles according-
Ily. That our acquiefcing in paying du-
ties on falt, ought to be looked on as a
conceflion on our parts, as the demand-
ing them is ccrtairﬁy an infringement of
‘our firmaun privileges; but as the other
fubahs have reccived them, the Nabob
has(‘cuﬁom “to plead for his receiving

them
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them alfo; and as we have fupported
him in all his antient privileges, we
ougl}t to continue this to him, that it
might not be detrimental to his revenues.
TuaT the granting a certificate to
Englith inhabitants trading in falt for
what they purchafe, has no bad confe-
quence attending it, as this mtcxfcrqs
not withahy branch of the Company's
trade ; and he therefore thinks the Prefi-
dc},fit fhotld grant them to thofe who

are not covenanted fervants. '
THA‘T “the fubjecting our gomaﬁqha to
the controul of the officers of fthe coun-
try government, muft, he conceives, be
attended with the worft of confcqucnces,
asitis gwmg up one of our firmaun privi-
leges, ‘which muft make us efteemed
very light in the cyes of the generality
of people, and confequently treated with
contempt by them, and be the means
of depriving our gomaftahs of the influ-
ence neceflary for carrying on the leaft
bufinefs. That in order to prevent our
gomaftahs from making a bad ufe of their
authority, and injuring or diminifhing
Y 2 the
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the government’s revenues, or interfer-
ing the lcaft in them (this being one of
the chicf articles of complaint againft
our gomaftahs) they fhould be again po-
fitively forbid holding lands, villages,
gunges, &c. of the government; and
an immediate example made of thofe
that difobey ; and then no other matters
of difpute can arife, but in thofc of
trade when the party injured f{hould
apply for redrefs to the Chief of the
nearclt Englith factory, who, no doubt,
5 invefted with authority fufficient to
make the gomaftahs complained againtt
appear and anfwer to the complaint, if
appearing true ; and a fow fevere exam-
ples made on the gomaftahs, would, I
flatter myfelf, in a fhort time, have the
defiredeffe, and no injuftice be commit-
“ted by Englith gomattahs in future.

Mr. Hay’s Opinson.

My reafons for joining with the o-
ther members of the Board, prefent the
agsh of January, in pafling the cenfure
©n the Prefident, minuted in the conful-

tation
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tation of that day, are, that by the
treaty or written fecurity that the Go-
vernor paffed to the Nabob, the princi-
pal rights and privileges of the Englifh
Company, granted them by the King’s
firmaun, and hufbul-hookums from
Delly, confirmed and fully explained by
the treaties with Serajah Dowla, and
Meer Jaflier Cawn, and cnjoyed fince
thofe treaties, almoft in full, are given
up, without one fingle advantage gained
for the Company; but, on the contra-
ry, the total lofs of the Englifh. credit
and reputation in thefe prowncm which
has becn declining thefe two years paft,
was the vifible confequence of this agree-
ment to every one who faw it, and was
the leaft acquainted with the nature of
the ¢ountry people; and it now grieves
me to think, that the wifeft rcgulations,
and the moft fteady conductof this Board,
will not be able to prevent the immedi-
ate bad effe@s of this ill concerted, and
unauthorized proceeding of Mr. Van-
fittart, as too plainly appears from the
letters received from the fubordinates,
Y 3 and
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and the genéral complaints of all our a- -
gents and gomaftahs ; which fthew there

is almoft every Where a ftop to, or great

incumbrances on our bufinefs ; and that’
our fervants aré particularly ill ufed and

opprefled.

IN confidering the arguments for and
againft the prefent treaty, entered into
with the Nabob by the Prefident, it is
abfolutely neceflary, to theforming a true
]udgmcnt on the affair, that the unjuft
methods ufed in the country ¢ourts, as
well .as the methods practifed by the
country merchants in conducting their
affairs, fhduld be continuallyin yourmind.

Tt e iifipoflibility of carrying on bu-
finefs, ‘when- fubjeéted to the country
coutts, I think, muft appear pliin to
every one, wvhen it +s confidered,- that
for all fums of money recovered in them,
yot are obliged to pay, befides the ex-
pence of the court, a chout * of twen-
tysfive per cent. on the money recovert
ed} which, if the Englith do not fubmit
to pay, it will"always be.the intereft of
thc zemindars, &c. to decide againft

' them-
* A fourth part.
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them, This I only mention as.one of
the numberlefs grievances we fhould
fuffer, if fubjected to their authority.
The country merchants are fenfible of
the impoffibility of carrying on bufinefs
under fuch difadvantages, and are there-
fore obliged to buy the prote&ion of
fome perfon of authority in the govern-
ment (if their own influence is not {uf-
ficient) which fets them above the reach
of the lower zemindars of the country,,
protects them from the violence of all,
and at the fame time gives them a kind
of judicial authority, fo far as tp confine
the weavers and picars, when they can-
not recover their balances from them o-
therwife. This being well underftood, I
imagine was the principal reafon for the
Company’s being at {e great an expence
in procuring their firmaun and hufbul-:
hookums, which exempt the Company,
from thofe inconveniencies; and likewife
of the great care that was taken to pre-.
ferve them in their full force, by thee
treaties with Serajah Dowla, and Meeg-
Jaffier Cawn. . . L by

Y 4 Berore
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BeroxrE I come to confider the dif--
ferent articles of the treaty, it is necef
fary to remark, that the Governor’s ar-
guing, both in his letters and minutes,
in fupport of this tranfaction, is on a
fuppofition, that the greateft enormities
have becn and are committed by the Eng-
lith gomaftahs throughout the country,
to the great detriment of the Nabob’s
revenues and government. But that this
has pot been the cafe will, I think,
plainly appearfrom the feveral complaints
made againft them, being no further {up-
ported, than by the aflirtions of thofe by
whom made, and whofc intereft it was
to make complaint, as fome excufe for
their non-payment of what was demand-
ed of them; whereas, if there was any
foundation for thefe complaints, .it was
fo much in their power, and fo agreca-
ble to the prefent government, and the
Prefident, that they fhould be proved,
that they never could have wanted means
to have done it; end likewife, by the
aumberlefs oppreflions that our gomaf-
tahs and people have fuffered throughout

the
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the country for many months paft ; for
it is.-not to be conceived, that people
treated in the manner they have been,
could have it in their power to be guilty
of thofe extravagant violences and enor-
mities, which theyare reprefented tohave
been by Mr. Vanfittart. Thus much pre-
mifed, I {hall now confider Mr. Vanfit-
tart’s written fecurity, or obligation to
the Nabob, article by article.

IN the firft, Mr. Vanfittart has given
up the right which the Company have by
their firmaun, hufbul-hookums and fub'-
fequent treaties, of granting duftucks
except for thip merchandize, laid a tax
of nine per cent. on all other traffick,
and in a manner acknowledged, that the
Engliflr do carry on their trade by force
or violence, cxtortion, or unfair dealing.

I TNk the Board could never have
juftified themfelves for giving up the
Company’s privileges in this manner;
and of courfe that Mr. Vanfittart, un-
authorized as he was to enter into any
treaty, could have no right to do it;
but fuppofe it otherwife, how was it ¢o

be
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be determined, which were, and which
were not, thip merchandize ? Mr. Van-
fittart indeed, in a fubfequent article,
has left that to be dctermined by thofe
whofe intercft it muft be to determine
them not be fo. In the arguments ufed
for the tax of nine per cent. on the
trade from one part of the country to
another, it is throughout infinuated, that
this is lefs than what has been ufually
paid; and Mr. Vanfittart fays, that on
al} the trade of this kind, that he has
carried on in falt, &c. he has paid the
country.duties; but from'my own know-
ledge, as well as enquiry, I have reafon
to think, that of the innumerable arti-
cles traded in, in this way, only falt and
tobacco have paid any; the fdrmer of
which, by far the moft confiderable, I
believe laft year, in a medium, did not
pay above three per cent. although we
fubmitted to pay the eftablithed courntry
duties. Mr. Vanfittart, on being atked -
in-Council laft Tuefday, what thofe ar-
ticles were that he meant by falt, &c. ?
replied only falt, for that he néver trad-
' ed
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ed in any other. How ill then is.bis
argument fupported by his declaration
when explained ? On the whole, I be~
lieve, we are by this article, inftead of
trading duty-free, which I think we
have an undoubted right to, loaded with
a duty more than double what is paid by
the Dutch, Armenians, or any people of
the country.

TuEe acknowledging then in 2 pub-
lick writing, that the Englifth do carry
on their trade by force or violence, ex-
tortion or unfair dealing, as 1 imagipe,
without any foundation for fuch affer-
tion, is {6 hurtful to the reputation of
the Englith in this countrv, that I look
on it in the fame light, that I do giving
up the privileges of the firmaun.

By the fecond article, contrary to
the privileges that the Englith enjoy by,
grants and treaties, themfelves and go-
maftahs are fubjetted to the jurifdiction
of the meaneft officer that the Nabob em-
ploys, without the liberty of an appeal,.

I FIND fo many objections of the fame
nature asweremade to thelaft, to be made,

to
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to this, and every article of this treaty,
that I thall only remark on the whole
of the remaining articles, that by being
debarred the liberty of making falt, we
are deprived of a privilege, that cvery
perfon, Europeans and others in the
country, have but ourfelves,

TuaT the giving up the right of
coining in the different mints, is over-
fetting a privilege granted from Delly.

TuaT the throwing the whole trade
of Affam and Rangamettee into the
hands of one perfon, is a monopoly moft
deftructive to trade, and more particu-
larly, if what Mr. Vanfittart advances be
juft, that the duty on cotton alone in
that country brings in a revenue of
40,000 rupees ; which, if you {uppofe at
five per cent. muft be raifed on 800,000
rupees worth; which, if thus monopo-
lized, muft greatly raife the price of that
article, and of courfe the price of cloth.

Uron the whole, I think the written
fecurity fhould be demanded of the Na-
bab, and deftroyed, to prevent in future
times, when our affairs may not be in

the
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the florithing fituation they are at
prefent in Bengal, in regard to force, a
bad ufe being made of it; for, it is pro-
bable, that the government would, in
cafe of having the upper hand in the
country, make ufe of it to invalidate the
privileges the Englifh enjoy by their fir-
maun, hufbul-hookums, and treaties.

In anfwer to queftion the ift, I fay,
Yes.

To queftion the 2d, No.

To qucftion the 3d, Yes.

T o queftion the 4th, That ccrtmcixtcs
fhould be given after the duties ave paid.

To queftion the gth, Not at all.

In anfwer to queftion the 6th, I fay,
as formerly, agreeable to the firmaun,
but that a plan be laid down by the
Board,* to pyevent any injuries beirg
done by the Englith gomaftahs, and for
punifthing them that are guilty, which
I think may be well don¢ by a commit-
tee appointed for that purpofe, who
fhould receive all complaints and 2p-
peals from fubordinates, or the agents
refiding, with authority of the Board, in

thofe
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thofe quarters, and examine them; and
as it appears that great part, if not the
whole, of the troubles that have hap-
pened to the Englith, and their gomaf-
tahs of late, are owing to the orders fent
over the country by the Nabob, I think
it highly neceflary, that we have always
a fenior fervant, refident with the Na-
bob, who fhould be acquainted with all
orders regarding the Englith. This I
think we have a right to demand, and
is what we fhould infift on, as it will in
futiire prevent our o long being igno-
rant of the fource of our troubles, as
we have lately been.

M=r. Jouxsrtont thinks, the Prefi-
dent’s letter to the Nabob, containing
the new regulations he intended to efta-
blifh, 1s from its abject * ftile, &s well
as conceflions, highly difhonorable to us,
and fuch as could not fail of ruining our
trade and influence, and reducing us
lower than ever the Englith were yet at
any period in this country; that the

Prefident

* The fhile of this letter is the fame always ufed
in addreflts to the Nabob,
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Prefident without authority, or any ur-
gent neceflity that yet appears, or can be
conceived, refigned to the Nabob thofe
rights and privileges we arc entitled to
by the firmaun, and fubfequent treaties,
and have hitherto enjoyed by virtuc of
them. 1ft, By diftinguifhing the Com-
pany’s trade from that of their fervants,
and agrecing to an exorbitant duty of
nine per cent. on all articles of the in-
land trade, without diftinction or exa-
mination of what had ufually been paid
on any of thofc articles at the different
fubordinates, cftablithing the rule upon
that paid by the gentlemen of Lucky-
poor *, though expreflly mentioned by
them to be mere than what was paid
at Dacoa, and, known to be above dou-
ble, the duty paxd heretofore at Hoogly 3
and though falt was the only article, in
his own private inland trade, that the
Prefident remembers to have ever paid

any

% It has been fhewn alrcady in page 140, that
the duty paid at Luckypoor upon falt was fifteen
per cent. and on beetle-nut ten; whereas theregu-
Iations propofed by me fixed it at nine per cent.
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any * duty on before this time. 2dly, In
fubjecting the Englifh and their gomaf~
tahs under the authority of the Moors
courts of judicature, contrary to the
privileges we have ever enjoyed, of pro-~
teCting thofe employed under us, and
being ourfelves the judges of their ac-
tions; the many ill confequences of
which, and the entire lofs of that cre-
dit and pre-eminence we have ever main-
tained, is evident to every body, of
which we have had ample proof, fince
the circulation of the regulations in eve-
ry quarter, by the abufe of the power
fo eagerly put into their hands, by the
ftoppage of our trade, and attacks open-
ly made on thofe entitled to our protec-
tion. 3dly, By prohibiting at once, with-
out reafon, or ever confulting the Board,
the Company’s fervants at the factories
of Luckypoor, Iflamabad, &c. from
making 4 falt-works themfeclves, which
is
® I faid it was the only article of inland trade

1 recolle@ed to have eves dealt in.

4 This was fo far from being without reafon,
that the Board have fince agieed 1o eftablifb that
very limitation which I had propored, finding that
the trade could not be fo carried on without in-
juring the rights of others.
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is a liberty not denied to any native of
the country; and by which their for-
tunes have been, and are endangered, as
no time was allowed for colle&ting in
the money they had laid out; and the
balances due could only be recovered, by
receiving the falt from the molungees
thcy had employed.  The article order-
ing without any limitation, that all pur-
chafes of lands, made by any of the fer-
vants of our factories, fhould be refign-
cd, was, I think unjuft and difhonora~
ble to us; as if our fervants, where tliey
paid the due demands to the goverhment,
were not entitled to our protettion.

THE article direting, that the chiefs
and fervants of the factories, are not
to hinder the weavers and brokers of the
government, has been confidered as giv-
ing full power to the Nabob’s officers
over thofe people, and may turn to the
ruin of the Company’s inveftment, as
appears by the proceedings of Mahomed
Allee at the Dacca aurungs.

Vor. II. Z THE
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T wr foregoing the privilege we had
of coining in the mints of Patna and
Dacca, while no provifion was made
for the currency of our ficcas at thofe
places without difcount, was yiclding
up what the Company could demand of
right.

ORrDpERING all purchafes at Gwalpa-
rah, to be made entirely through the
Nabob’s droga, was an infringement of
our rights of a free trade in that quar-
ter, and againft the treaty with Jaffier
Allee Cawn, by which we are free from
being even obliged to buy by the inter-
vention of delolls,

Tur minute of the Board the 17th
of January, on the proceedings of the
Prefident, thercfore to me appears well
grounded, and I think the treaty ought
to be recovered from the Nabob and
deftroyed, that fo bad a precedent may
never be eftablifhed and ufed againtt us.

NexT, in regard to the queitions pro-
pofed, Ithink,

FirsT, That by virtue of the fir-
maun, hufbul-hookums, and the treatics

with
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with Serajah Dowla and Meer Jaffier
Allee Cawn, the Company, and their
fervants, have a right, without any re-
firi¢tion or limitations, to trade in and
grant duftucks for every article, whether
for foreign or inland trade. Our having
been reftricted by the power of the fu-
bahs before the revolution, from the
full enjoyments of thefe rights, can ne-
ver be urged as a good argument to inva-
lidate them, when we became powerful
enough to affert them. They were efta~
blithed as fully and clearly as could be
exprefled in the publick treativs then
concluded, and in funnuds and duftucks
afterwards in confequence by Serajah
Dowla and Jathier Allee Cawn, for the
unintcrrilpted currency of our trade, thro’
the indifputable authority of the dui-
tuck, wherever it was granted. And
thefe funnuds were not merely for fuch
quarters, where the Company had fac~
tories and aurungs, but comprehended
alfo all the diftant frontier provinces,
where they had not the leaft trade of
any kind, as Rungpoor, Poorncea, Ran-

Z 2 gamettee,
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gamettee, Dinagepoor, Silhet, &c. and
Jaffier Allee Cawn yct agrees, that he
underftood the treaty in this fenfe, that
whereveraCompany’sduftuck was grant-
cd, no duty could ever be demanded *.
If cuftom, and what privileges we en-
joyed under the Moors government be-
fore the revolution, are to be eftablithed,
as what only we have a right to trade in
now, by virtue of our grants, Firmaun,
&c. there is fcarce an article of the
gruft’ trade, whether for export or con-
fiueption in Cilcutta, and other places
in the kingdom, but we muft give up;
forit i known, we could not profefledly
in our own names trade in thefe articles,
tho'willing to pay the dutices and arbitrary
extortions required on fuch occafions.
The various other article of ghuft are

not

* That Meer Jaffia, when confulied on any
pint of debate between us and hi. fucc. Zor, fhould
joinan uch an epmion, as was moft i ¢y to in-
flamr and encrealt our duputes, was vets natu-
ral, but whar washos ol cpnononth fobiodd

el
when he was again placad mthe gosermua o s
pluin, from the demand which he has fince made,

that we fiould eaciade ouriviyes f1om the fume uade.
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not more particularized, or excepted in
any treaty or Firmaun, &c. than the two
articles of falt and tobacco; and have
been ever fince the trcaty with Serajah
Dowla carricd on with the Company’s
duftuck. That we have acquielced in
paying duty on the fingle article of falt,
and patiing it with the fhahbundar’s
rowana at Calcutta, Dacca, and Lucky-
poor, fhould not now, I think, wcigh
with us to continuc it, when our rights
are called in quettion, and we are bound
to fupport them in their full extent!. A-
bove all, as this article is the produce of
the Company’s own lands at the Calcutta
perganahs, Chittagong, Midnapoor, Jal-
latore, and Burdwan; and as it makesa
confiderable branch of thcir revenue, it
ought as much as poffible to be protected
and encouraged, inftead of being oppref-
fed with new taxes, excecding above
‘double what it has yet paid. As for the
article of tobacco, no duftuck from the
government has ever been taken, and
the duty paid on it has never been de-
manded, till after its arrival at Dacca;

Z 3 and
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and at Coffimbuzar the Company’s duf-
tucks have always been granted, and
never difputed for this article.

Sicorn, I think, therefore, that the
government have no right to demand
that, or uny other duties where the dof-
tuck i< granted 3 and that it fhould be
now granted on falt and tobacco, as it
has been hitherto for beetle-nut, rice,
ghee, optum, fugar, &e. articles con-
fumed m the country as well as exported.

Tuawp, Thote Kuropean inhabitants,
who_ by the Company’s directions are
not entitled to duttncks, thould not be
freed from payving the duties 5 yet when
thefe we ditharged, for the eafe of
trade, [ think a patiport, or certificate
from the Praident, might accompany
the rowana ot the buxbunder.

FourtH, The Englith éomaﬁahs, in
any part of the three provinees, fhould
be fubjected 1n no manncr to the jurifdic-~
tion of the country government.  They
are not, in my opinion, more than their
principals to be accountable to them. I
belicve they never were, and no flep

could



Tranfactions in BENGAL. 343

could pofiibly have been taken more
farely to ruin our trade, irfluence and
refpect in the country, than achnow-
ledging them our ablolute mafters and
iudges. The Company have cver pro-
teéted their gomaﬂahs, and thotfe of
their fervants.  While we have fubordi-
natc factorics, and a fixed government
here, juflice may always be had when
complaints are well grounded, and can
be proved by the government's depen-
dents; nor need we be flartled with
thofe laid before us, but from the fub-
jet, exaggeration and grmmdlcmi.clb of
moft of them, conceive what a ftate of
wretched dependence we thouldfull into,
were we liable to be called upon for
every 4fuch like abfurd complaint, pre-
ferred to the country government. In
thofec more diftant quarters, where the
Company have no fa&tories, the trade is
generally managed by gentlemen, who
have had the approbation of the Board, to
go up the country, and given fccurity
for their good behavior 5 and they may
be prefumed more to be depended an,

Z 4 for
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for determiningz equitably any difputes
about points of trade (which is all they
fhould, or need, have any conncétion
with) than any zcemindarree court. An
appeal might neverthelefs always lie
from them to the neareft fubordinate ;
and when fuch perfons are publickly
known to have the permiffion and au-
thority of the Board, to whom they are
A ountable, they may, without any new
rogulation o innovation, carry on their
towde to the futi fudlion of the people,
and without any datiment to, or inter-
feringwith, the colledtionof therevenues.

Al Hlaftings's Opeion.

My oname already appuaring to the
letter propofing the regulations, which
form the fubftance of the Prendent’s let-
ter to the Nabob, it will hatdly be ex-
pected of me to join in the harfh and
unmerited cenfure, paft upon them by
the members which then formed the
Board. I at that time regarded thefe
rezulations, not as a concefiion of any
new rights to the Nabob, but as a con-

firmation
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firmation of thof¢ which he held by the
treaties already in force; nor has any
thing appeared fince to make me change
that opinion.

My fentiments upon the extent of
our duftuck, and the privilege of our
gomaftahs, I fhall give fully hereafter
obferving only in this place, that in fet-
tling the duties on the inland trade at
nine per cent. the Governor only fixed
the rate, which was before variably le-
vied with continual dirputes, to the great
detriment of the fair trader; and in this
he acted in firi¢t conformity to thc'.plain
and literal inflructions of the Board,
whatever fenfe they were intended to
convey. .

Tux Prefident has fo fully explained
the motives and reafons for this tranfac-
tion, that it is ncedlefs for me to take
up the time of the Board with a repeti-
tion of them. Upon the whole, I de-
clarc it as my opinion, that the regu-
lations in queftion were calculated in the
beft manner to put our trade upon a pro-
per footing, to diftinguith ourrights from

thofe
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thofe of the Nabob, to preferve the Eng-
lith name trom reproach, and the affairs
of the Company from fuffering by con-
tinual difputes and contentions, in which
they had no concern.

To underftand thc meaning of any
treaty, where the exprefiions are doubt-
ful or defeétive, recourfe thould be had
to the circumftances of the parties con-
cerned at the time in which they were
made. Regarding the Firmaun in this
light, we (hall make no fcruple to pro-
nounce, that the Company could not,
when they obtained that grant from the
court of Delly, underftand it to extend
beyond their own trade, or include pri-
vileges, of which they could not make
any ute, and which (I may add) they
never dreamt of.  The commerve in
imports and exports ever bounded (as
of neceffity it muft) their concerns in
this country. For the encouragement
of a trade fo beneficial to the country
and its revenues, the court, at that time
in its moft flourithing ftate, and fupport-
ed by wife and able minifters, indulged

the
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the Company with the freedom, which
they petitioned for, from dutics. Then
the trade, in fuch commodities as were
produced and fold in the country, was
entirely confined to the natives. They
were either farmed out, where they were
confiderable enough to make an article
in the publick revenues, or circulated
through the province by the poorer fort
of people, to whem, whilit they afford-
ed a fubfiitence, they at the fame time
added to the income of the flate, by the
duties gathered upon them. Let us, fu'p-
pofe, the Company’s agents had_petition-
ed for the liberty of trading in thefe ar-
ticles, without paying duties.  Can it
be conceived, that the government could
have been fo blind to its own interefts,
as to have g.ivcn a privilege to ftrangers,
which would have enabled them to mo-
nopolize the whole trade of the coun-
try, to impoverifth the natural fubjes,
and exhauft the country of its wealth,
without making any adcquate return for
it ? The privileges thercfore claimed by
the Company, and allowed by the go-

vernment,
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vernment, were originally defigned by
both, for fuch a trade only as was car-
ricd on by the former ; that is, in goods
brought into the country, or purchafed
in it for caportation.  In effect, it was
ever limited to that; nor can it be proved,
that the duttuck was ever allowed to pafs
for any other, from the firft attainment
of this grant, tll the death of Serajah
Dowla.  The Company, in their ftand-
g orders before that time,  prohibit
their fervants from meddling with what
wié hase now termed the inland trade,
and gume it illicit; nor can any diffe-
rance of power fince, convey to us a right
fiomformertreaties,which weconfefiedly
wanted before. Tho', fince the reftora-
tion of the Company’s privileges, we
have by degrees dealt in the inland trade;
vet it was abways with a tadit acknow-
ledgment of the invalidity of our duf~
tuck for that trade, having generally
paid the government a duty thereon;
andw here it was attempted without it, it
has been conflantly the fubject of com-

plaints
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plaints and oppofition on the part of the
Nabob's officers.

I axt owell aware of one obje&ion,
which T have frequently heard repeated
in thecourie of thedebatcs upon this fub-
je&, and which it may be proper in this
place to reply to; I mean, that we
fhould not be too rigorous in calling in
cueftion our own privileges 5 but where
the fenfe of a treaty is not futliciently
clear, interpret it in fuch manner, as
may tend to our own advanta o, leav-
ing it to others to difpute it; angd that
therefore, as the Firmaun gives us a'ge-
neral right to trade duty-free, without
mentioaing any cxccptions, we fhould
infift on a free trade in every thing, with-
out cxception. Without examining this
prindiple, I fhall only fay, that if it be juft
at all, it can only be fo, where the points
contefted for are of real importance ;
but where they are either trivial in them-
felves, or have a pernicious tendency, it
muft be an abfurdity to infift upon them.

I MmvusT now beg leave, for the firft
time, to diftinguifh between the in-

terefls
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terefts of the Company, and that of in-
dividuals, which I am afraid have been
too much confounded in thefc de-
bates. That the Company will not fuf-
fer by a reftri¢tion of the duftuck to the
forcign merchandize is manifeft ; fipce
with that reftri¢tion it will anfwer every
purpofe for which they want it. Be-
fides, the odium, which a monopoly, fo
injurious to the natural rights of the
country merchants, muft unavoidably
caft upon theEnglith name ; and the per-
petuaf jealouties, which from experience
wt know.it to be attended with, prove,
that thiv privilege iy, in effe@, highly
prejudicial 1o the real interett, as well
as honour, of the Company. As they
have been pleated to pormit us to thare
with them the henefit of the duftuck,
we may furely content ourfclves with
the enjoyment of that privilege, within
the fame bounds to which they have li-
mited themfelves. To attempt to ex-
tend it beyond that, and for the fuke of
our own private advantages, to make
this a peint of contett with the power

in
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in alliance with the Company, is botha
violation of juftice, and a breach of the
duty which we owe to our employers.

My opinion then upon the three firtt
quettions beiore us, is,

Firsr, That we can claim no right
from the Firmaun (nor of courfe the fub-
fequent treatics, which were but in-
tended as copies of that, in the articles
regarding our commierce) to an exemp-
tion from duties on any but forcign
trade ; that is, in goods imported or
carricd out of the country. )

Seconp, That dutics ought t& be
paid to the country government on falt,
beetle-nut, and other articles which are
produced and fold i the country. And,

Tmwrp, That of courfe the dufluck
ougltt not to be given for thefe articles ;
but that they pats with a rowana, or
certificate, tfrom the othcer of the cuf-
toms, in the fame manner with the
goods belonging to other merchants.

T HE tourth article I dcem altogether
unnccefiary, whether we trade in falt
with the Company’s duftuck, or as other

merchants
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merchants without one ; the duftuck be-
ing a fufficient diftinétion in the firft

cafe, and the latter requiring none.
My opinion upon the fifth queftion
is, that the Englith gomaftahs, inevery
part of the three provinces, whetherin
the diftri¢ts of the Nabob, or the Com-
pany, fhall be fubje¢t to the authority
of the magitrate ; but with this dif~
tinction to be obferved between private
gomaftahs, and thofc of the Company ;
that the former thall be equally account-
able to the magiftrate for any mifde-
meifnor, with any one of the Nabob’s
fubjets that fhall, at any time, refide
in the territory of the Company; nor
enjoy any advantages above other mer-
chants, but fuch only as the Fifmaun
gives them, viz. that their goods *fhall
pafs duty-free, wherever they have the
protettion of the dufluck ; the magif-
trates thall not oppofe, but affift them in
the recovery of their juft debts, nor
fuffer any one to injure or opprefs them.
But as the Company’s gomaftahs have a
weightier charge, and are none of them
fituated,
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fituated at fuch a diftance from the Com-
pany’s factories, but that complaints a-
gainfl them may be both eafily heard
and {peedily redretied, it thould be only
permitted to the magittrate to oppote
them in the a¢tual commititon of any
violence, or the aflumption of any rights
not belonging to them @ but in any dif-
putes with their immediate dependents,
fuch as the weavers, pykars, or delolls,
in their fervice, he fhall not interfere,
otherwife than by afliting them in car+
rying their complaints to the Prefidgn-
cy, or the factories to which thegomat-=
tah belongs, for rediefs.  But the go-
maftah thall not therefore protect his own
dependents from any lawful claims of
the government, nor their perfons from
juftice in any criminal cafes.

Tuis to me appears the only equita-
ble method for preventing any mifbcha-
vior in our people, or difputes between
them and the Nabob’s. If the magif-
trate at any time fhould abufe his autho-
rity, the Nabob fhould be required, up-
on proof, to difmifs him from his oflice,

Vor. II. Aa or
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or infli& any other punifhment, fuitable
to the degree of the offence. If this
juftice, fo effential to the Nabob’s own
intereft, and the tranquility of the
country, be refufed; or from the dif~
tance of his refidence, cannot be timely
obtained, we have always the means in
our own power, when fuch extraordina-
ry occafions may demand it, to vindicate
our rights, and call the infringers of
them to juftice.

Frowm the peculiarity of the times,
_apd a natural propenfity in the weaker
pait of* mankind, to run from ope ex-
trem¢ to another, it has unfortunately
‘happened, that the power fuddenly plac-
ed in the hands of the Nabob’s officers,
for the protection of his pcdgle, has
been fo extravagantly abufed, as to give
occafion to a perfuafion in many, that
no power can with fafety be trufted in
their hands. As I have formerly lived
amongft the country people in a very in-
ferior ftation *, and at a time when we

were

* A junior fervant of the Company at the filk
awrungs.
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were {ubjedt to the moft {lavith depcﬂ:
dence on the governprent ; and have met
with the greateft indulgence, and even

_ refped, from the zemindars and officers
of the government, I can, with the
groater cunfidence, deny the juftice of
this opinion ; and add further from re-
peated experience, that if our people,
inftead of ereéting themielves into lords
and opprafiors of the country, confine
themielves to an honeft and fair trade,
and fubmit themfelves to the lawfal au-
thority of the government, they will be
every where courted and refpe@ed. 1 £
Englitb mame, inftead of becoming a
reproach, will be univerfally revered ;
the country will reap a bengfit from aur

_eommerce ; and the power of the Eng-
hidh, ‘which, is now made a bugbear, (to
frighten the poor inhabitants into a fub-
miffion to injury and opprefiion, will be
segarded by thém as their greateft blef-
fing and proteCtion.

It is as impoffible for any ﬁaie to
Subfift with a divided power as with
none. . Our fervants are as likely at leaft

Aaa2 ..to
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to make an ill ufe of their power as the
Nabob’s are, but are not fo eafily to be
reftrained. In whofe hands, therefore,
can it be fo properly lodged, as in thofe
of the government to whom it belongs ?
To take from them that right (a right
which we fhould never fuffer to be con-
tefted in our own diftriéts) will be to in-
troduce oppreflion, rapine, and anarchy
into the country, which we are engaged
1o protet : and whatever temporary ad-
vantages individuals may gain from fuch
a fc}enc of troubles, the affairs of the
‘Company muft infallibly fuffer by it, if
not be involved in onc common ruin with
the country. That this confequence may
not appear too forcibly drawn, permit
me to add ; it has been obferved, that
the wifeft and moft permanent’ ftates
have ever left to conquercd nations the
«exercife of their own laws ; and by that
means infured their fubjection. The
power which we have acquired in thefe
provinces, has reduced them to a con-
dition a@s nearly refembling a conquett,
as §t is for our intereft to with it ; .but if
.o . we
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we take fo ungenerous, as well as im-
politic an advantage of their weak-
nefs, as to put it into the power of every
banyan, who calls himfelf an Englith
fervant, to tyrannize over the inhabi-
tants without controul ; this is not only
to deprive them of their own laws, but

to refufe them even the benefit of any.
MR. CARTIER gives it as his opinion,
that the Prefident’s letter to the Nabob
was in every refpe& improper, and pa-
turally tended, from the conceffions con-
tained therein, to bring upon the' £ng-
lith name a difcredit and real. difgrace:
The late violences, as well as infolences
committed by the natives, are a certain
argument of its impropriety, and which
were ¢learly forefeen the very inftant the
faid letter was made publick ; that the
hope given them of being conftituted
‘judges and arbitrators, of all difputes
that might happen in the intercourfe of
our bufinefs, gave caufe to the many in-
conveniencies and tyranny that we have
lately fuffered, and do {uffer. The fub-
jecting us to fuch a controul, would have
Aa g eftetually
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effectually deftroyed our influence and
reputation in the country, and would
ynavoidably have led us, from the mani-
fold opprefiions we thould have fell un-
der by fuch regulations taking place, tothe
neceflity of taking up arms for the, redrefs
of thofe grievances, which every member
of the coleny muft have felt by fo arbi-
trary a jurifdiGtian. Asitis, the evilis
{fpread wide, and has acquired fuch
{irength, that na other methads I doubt,
but farcible ones, will be able ta remave
it. He cannot think the members of the
Board gave, or intended giving a dire&
confent to the Prefident’s entering into
a treaty with the Nabob, on paints fo
very interefting to our privileges; nar
did they imagine fuch a fiep was any
ways neceffary ; but whag he fhinks
moft condemnable is, that the faid regu-
latigns, previous to the approbation ar
difapprabation of the Board, were made
kaown to the Nabob, and the fame
ordered by him to his different officers
ta be carried inta execution, before fuch
agreement could have the concurrence of

) the
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the feveral members of the Council. He
is likewife of opinion, that the faid re-
g\ilations, and the faid letter to the Na-
bob, were in no refpect agreeable to the
tenor and {pirit of our Firmaun, and the
fubfequent treaties entered “into with
the Nabobs Serajah Dowla and ‘Meer
Jaffier, but Wouid have been the mean$
of confining our privileges into much
narrower bonds, thanour grants and trea-

ties are ,mtended to reftrain us in.
FirsT, On the extent and true mean~

lng of the Fn‘maun, ‘and all fubfcguent
treat1es.
~ MR. CarTIER thinks, that by the
pr1v1lqges invefted in us by our Fir-
maun, hufbul- hookums, and our late
treatncz;, our trade is underno hmxtatwn
whatever, cither in foreign of iniland
commod tied ; that the wiant formcrly of
Power to affért the immunities of - the
Flrmaun, cannot, ashe i 1magme3, be'con-
ftrued to an abfolute and eftire dcprx-
vatlon of thern. This reafonmow no lon-
ger. exxfhng, we ought to affert our pri-
vxleges to thClI' fulleft mtent &nd latu:ude,
) “Aag4”  nor
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nor fubmit to the capricious condué and
encroaching behavior of the country go-
vernment.

. SeconpLyY, Onthetrade in falt and to-
bacco, he can have no obje&ion to the
payment of an equitable duty, more par~
ticularly as we have hitherto both at the
Prefidency, and the fatories of Dacca
and Luckypoor, fubmitted to pay on
one or both of thefe articles; but let
that be fixed at a medium of what has
béen paid at the different fettlements ;
a'nd'furthcrmore be confidered as a con-
_sgeffion made the Nabob, and not claim-
ed as a right, paid as a thing, which
cuftom has eftablithed, and not to be
confirmed by any treaty.

PuirnLy, If it is allowed, that the
_trade in falt and tobacco, is in every re-
{pect agreeable to our Firmalin privileges,
he {ees no reafon, why a duftuck fhould
.abt be granted for thofe articles, as well
ds; farall others ; tho’, at the fame time,
as 2.duty may probably be laid on thofe
stwoarticles, they fhould be accompani-
cd by dz:m«bw:bundu. or the fhahbun-

dar’s
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dar’s receipt, to alcertain, that full duties
have been paid, and that nothing further
is to be demanded on any account.

FouRrRTHLY, As certificates have been
granted indifcriminately to the fervants
of the Company, as well as to the in:
habitants of Calcutta, he thinks the fame

fhould: be continued to the latter, on
their application to the Prefident, on
producing the buxbundar’s receipt for
duties paid ; tho’, at the fame time, the
duty ftipulated and agreed upon, to ‘be
levied on thefe branches of trade, the
property of Company’s fervants, fhould,
ferve as no regulation for what may be
demanded from them.

Firrury, Thenature of the govern-
‘ment jn every part of Indoftan, being
in all*refpects oppreffive and venal, and
the decifion of all caufes, depehdmg
more on the ability of the parties engap-
ed in bribing their judges, than the le-
gality of them; it canfcarcelybé thoiight
even equitable, that the fervantsaund geo-
moflahs in our employ, fhonld,’ on any
cemplaint: or mifdemeanory be fuljectto

; their
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their determination. It is likewife a
known truth, that in every difpute con-
cerning property and money-matters, a
fourth part is appropriated for the fer-
vice of the government and officers. This
probably might not be infifted upon from
us, though its not being fo would, in all
likelihood, be rather prejudicial than the -
contrary, as the other party might be
fubjeé to the eftablifhed cuftom of the
country, which if fo, it muft appear to
every one what a fuperior influence
would be acquired on that fide. But
even’ independent of this cuftom, and
thould it not be expeéted or demanded
from either party, yet the integrity of
our propofed judges is fo litdle allowed
of, that it would be the higheft shfurdi-
ty to expect it, or even to fubfnit to
their having the leaft power or authority
over our people. Should this be ever
permitted, it will not be prefumption
to:declare, that we may then begin to
date the commencement of our decline
ing influénce in- the country, and it
would meft  certainly be produttive of

continual
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continual broils, fhould we have {pirit
fufficient remaining, to refent the in-
juftice and indignities we muft in fuch a
fituation be expofed to.

 81xTHLY, Tho’ hethinksitimproperto
allow the officers of the government any
kind of controul over our gomaftahs, yet
he s far from withing their ations
thould be in any refpeét uncontroulable.
Let the perfon injured, if not in our em-
ploy, lay his complaint before the ma~
giftrate of the diftri& he is in, to be by
him forwarded with the complainant to
the Prefident, or Chief and Council of
the different factorics, as may be moft
near the diftri®@ which the complaint
comes¥fom; when the gomaftah fo com-
plainedfagainft fhall be ordered down to
juftify’himfelf, as to the accufation lodg-
gd againft him. Should the complaints
arife in parts diftant from either the Pre-
fidency or the faQories, he thinks a con-
fidence might be repofed in the gentle-
men employed as our agents in thofg
parts, as they are men of charaer, and
their appointments have: been approved

by
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by the members of the Board ; and each
depended upon to fettle the complaints
brought againft their own gomaftahs.
Should this not be approved, he can on-
ly propofe the method pointed out as to
the determination of thofe difputes, that
may happen in the neighborhood of
the different fettlements, or by anaumeen
properly authorized to make an enquiry
into them. Itis neceflary we thould be-
come our own judges in all difputes,
in which we may pofiibly be concerned.
Mseﬁ: true it is, it has not the moft equi-
table appearance, but every gentleman
muit be convinced, how highly eflential
fuch a privilege is, for the fupporting our
influence, and avoiding the dWicanery
and perplexities of a Moorith d‘{u

AnDp he cannot help thmkmg, but a
power fo lodged in our hands, is liable
to lefs abufes, and will be exercifed with
the ftriGteft impartiality, notwithftand-
ing we may in {fome refpets be intereft-
ed in the decifion of the caufe.
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Mr. Billers's Oprnion.

THe firft part of the Prefident’s let-
ler to the Nabob contains the agreement
for our paying a duty of nine per cent.
on all articles for inland trade. The
Firmaun, and fubfequent treaties, are
certainly the only guides, which can en-
able us to form a proper judgment on
this fubje&, and having given the great-
eft attention to them, when read at the
Board laft Council-day, I think they
give us an undoubted right to trade duty-
free in all commodities whateveér, eithet
for foreign or inland trade, upon the con-
fideration of our paying annuallyithe
-pc{hcui?,.? therein ftipulated in lieu thére-
of. THefe being my fentiments of the
meaniig of the Firmaun, &c. it follows
of ' courfe, that T muft difapprove of the
Puvefident’s entering into an agreement),
which favevidently deprives us of onedf
the greateft advantages we have gained
thereby, atd particularly of "his‘having
done it on the bare fuppofition, that it
wquld be approved by the other mem-

bers
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bers of the Board. However, as the
Nabob’s revenues would fuffer, were we
to catry-on our commerce.of every kind
without paying any duties, I think it
would be proper, that fome reafonable
confideration fhould b¢ made him for
the privilege of the inland trade; but
that he thould at the fame time be made
fenfible, that he .is by no means enti-
tled thereto, and that it is entirely a
mark of favoue.

- WrrH regard to the regulations the
Prefident has kaid down for the determi~
nation of all difputes, which may hap-
pen between our agemnts and gonraftahs
and the country inhabitants, it is well
known, that thefe people cannov confine
themfelves within the lirhits ofwthe au-
thority with which they, are mvefted.
"The many daring infolences and opprefe
fions, which have been committed by
the Nabob’s officers, ¢ver finae his or-
dess for thofe regulations were firft if~
fued, are evident proofs of the troth of
this obfervationy, and fufficiensly peit
out the impropricty of shem, without
. the
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the ufe of further argument. Upon the

- whole, I think the Prefident might be de-
fired to recall this letter, left by falling
into the hands of any of the Nabob’s
fucceflors, it might hereafter be ufed by
them as a plea for the fame purpofe for
which it was now defigned.

I nave already declared my opinion,
of the firft quere propofed, in giving
my fentiments on that part of the Prefi-
dent’s letter, which relates to the nine
per cent. duty. With regard to the fe-
«cond and third, I think the Company’s
duftuck fhould be always granted equal-
1y for the inland as well as the foreign
trade, when it has been fettted whether
we {ha‘l pay amy, and what duty, as it
will e‘rc&ually cut off all fubjeét of dif-
pute,” by putting it out of the power of
the officers to make any obje &ions to the
paffage of the goods; and that nomne
but Company’s fervants thould have the
Prefident’s pafiport for the falt, which
may have paid the government’s duties

at Hoogly. .

As:
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As to any difputes which may hap-
pen between our gomaftahs or agents,
and the people of the country, I think
the only fcheme for the determination
of them, will be to oblige the perfon,
who may think himfelf aggrieved, to
apply for redrefs to the neareft factory,
whatever diftance it may be from the
place where the difpute happened, and
if he isnot content with their decifion, he
may appeal to the Governor and Council,

MR. BaTson thinks the Prefident’s
letter.to the Nabob detrimental to the
intetéft of the Company, and the nation
in general; becaufe, by a forced and
groundlefs explanation, it invalidates the
privileges granted by the King’sF Fmaun,
and fundry hufbul-hookums, an&)coa—
firmed by the treaties with Serajah Dowla
and Meer Jaffier. Such arf explanation
coming from the Chief of the Englifh,
may give great advantage to Nabobs,
and to other European nations, in any
future negotiation, which we may hap-
pen to have with them. By this letter
alfo, the advantage of coining in the

“ mints
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mints of Dacca and Patna is given up ;-
and, at. the fame time, the Calcutta
mint rendered of little or no fervice, for
by our being prohibited from ufing any
authority over the throffs, the currency
of rupees, coined at Calcutta, will be
ftopped in moft parts of the country;
and this is actually the cafe at prefent, at
Coflimbuzar and Moorthedabad. He
was mfuch furprifed to fee thefe advan-
tages, which were fo firenuoufly con-
tended for many years together, given
up without any public confideration, He
thinks alfo, the faid letter tends to ‘de-
ftroy the national influence in this coun-
try, and to bring us into contempt, be-
caufe the form of addrefs, and feveral
expreflicns are unbecomingly fubmiffive
and eondefcending ; but chiefly becaufe
it fubmits the Englith agents, not ex-
cepting the Company’s faltories, to the
jurifdi&ionof theNabob's officers, which
would immediately put a ftop to great
part of the private trade, and would fur-.
nith the Nabob with continual pretences
for {ubjeCing the Company to the fame .
Voi. II. Bb oppref-



370 A NARRATIVE of the

oppreflions, which they underwent be-
fore the rupture with Serajah Dowla,
whenever he fhould think himfelf in a
condition to proceed to fuch lengths;
he therefore thinks we fhould infift on
the Nabob’s fending back the faid ori-
ginal letter.

IN anfwer to queftion the firft.

Hr thinks by the Firmaun, hufbul-
hookums, and fubfequent treatids, the
Company, and under them their fervants,
have a clear right to trade in every arti-
«¢le, whether for foreign or inland trade ;
which right it is our duty to preferve en-
tire and undifputed ; and that the argu-
ments ufed by the gentlemen, on the
other fide the queftion, to prove the
contrary, do really prove no more, than
that former Nabobs had the power
and means of hindering s from enjoy-
ing the King’s grant in its full extent.

In anfwer to queftion the fecond.

HeE thinks we fhould acquiefce in
paying the fame duties-on falt and to-
bacco, that have been paid fince Meer
Juidier's coming to the fubahthip; but

- that
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that the fame fhould not be agreed to by
any public deed or writing ; and here he
thinks proper to remark, that the falt
trade, being formerly farmed by Coja
Wazeed for an inconfiderable fum, could
be no great advantage to the Nabob’s re-
venue; and by means of the monopoly
he allowed the makers and dealers, at
the firft hand, a very {mall price from
twenty-five to thirty rupees per hundred
maunds ; but fince the Englith have had
a part of this trade, the price of falt-has
rifen to feventy and eighty rupees per
hundred maunds at the aurungs ;"*from
hence any perfon, acquainted’with the
country, muft fee, that from the Englith
trading in this article, the Nabob has
received benefit, not f{uffered lofs; his
complaints on this head therefore pro-
ceed not from any real grievance.

In anfwer to queftion the third and
fourth.

HEe thinks duftucks thould be allow-
ed to the Company’s fervants in future
for fuch articles, but not to others.

INn anfwer to queftion the fifth.

B 2 He
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He thinks the Englith agents thould
not be fubjected to the authority of the
country government.

In anfwer to queftion the fixth.

He thinks the bufinefs may be carri-
ed on as it has been before, without any
ill confequences ; however, as a regula-
tion concerning difputes is required, he
thinks the officers of the government
may enquire into fuch matters, and
fend reports of them to the neareft Eng-
lifi factory, or to the Prefidency, as they
may chufe.

Major Carnac’s Opinion.

AT the confultation of the 17th of
January, major Carnac concurred in o-
pinion with the whole of the gentlemen
then at the Board, on the regulations
eftablithed by the Prefident and Mr. Haf-
tings ; and his reafons for fo doing were
firft, that he deems highly dithonorable
our being thereby fubjected to the Moor-
ith jurifdi&ioh, as this is acknowledg-
ing a dcpend‘éf'lcy on the country go-
vernment,® tfmE deliverance from which

' .- he
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he had ever regarded as the greateft hap-
pinefs refulting from our firft revolution;
nor can any but iniquitous decifions be
expected from courts of fuch notorious
partiality.  Secondly, Major Carnac
deems difthonorable, as alfo extremely
prejudicial to our trade, the agreeing to
the granting a duty upon all articles of
inland trade, without diftin&tion, none
of which were ever before fubjeited to
duties fince the eftablifhment of Meer
Jaffier, except falt and tobacco; and
thefe muft have been through cendef-
cenfion on our part, as our having an
univerfal freedom of trade is fo particu-
larly fpecified, both by our Firmaun and
treaties, as not to leave the leaft room
for cavilling. Major Carnac, thirdly,
deems it a difthonorable conceffion (and
the gentlemen at Patna have fhewn it
will be detrimental to the Company) the
yielding up the coinage in the mint at
Patna, to which’ he believes we are en-~
titled from our Firmaun; but exclufive
thereof we had a very good claim, from
having conftantly enjoyed that privilege

Bbg3 during
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during the time of the preceding Nabob.
The major, in confequence, thinks the
letter from the Prefident to the Nabob,
containing the faid regulations, fhould
be withdrawn. Thus much being pre-
mifed, anfwers on the part of major Car-
nac the firft and fifth queftions.

WiTH refpect to the fecond and third
queftions, major Carnac is of opinion,
that whatever rights we may have from
our Firmauns, and our different treaties,
{hould be infifted on ; and therefore, that
the Company’s duftuck fhould be grant-
ed for all commodities without excep-
tion ; and that no duties whatever fhall
be paid to the Nabob, but in lieu there-
of a duty be levied upon duftucks for
the benefit of the Company. However,
thould the Board think this would occa=
fion too great a diminution of the Na-
bob’s revenue, he hopes they will not
confent to any other duties, but the con-
tinuance of thofe upon falt and tobacco,
the former at the Hoogly rate, and the
other according as has been paid at Dac-
ca; and that in fuch cafe, it will be

clearly
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clearly explained to the Nabob, that it
is a,pure indulgence from us, and which
we may retra& at pleafure ; the Com-
pany’s duftucks to be neverthelefs equal-
ly given for falt and tobacco, as for all
other articles of trade.

Ir it be determined to make a com-
pliment to the Nabob of a duty upon
falt, the ather gentlemen of the Board
are the beft judges, how far the privi-
lege of trading therein ought ta be ex-.
tended ; and whether it thould be con-
fined to the Company’s fervants or_ not.
Major Carnac begs leave to wave nging
any anfwer to the fourth queftion, not
being fufficiently mafter of the fubject.

TuAaT the black people in our em-
ploy are guilty of great irregularities,
and commit many abufes under the fanc-
tion of our authority, has been a fre-
quent {ubje& of complaint; and it cer-
tainly behoves us to feek every poflible
remedy thereto, except fuch an one as
has been propofed, - which is worfe-than
the difeafe. There can be mno difficulty,
at the places which ar¢.in the neighbor-

B b4 hood
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hood of any of our fattories, the chiefs
and council whereof fhould be empow-
ered to enquire into the conduct of the
Englith gomaftahs ; and we are not to
doubt, that the decifions will be fair and
equitable. In the places at a diftance
from our faories, fuch as Rungpoor,
Gwalpara, &c. there are generally fome
Englifh gentlemen of character refident;
and thefe, in cafes of complaints, thould
be'directed by the Board to take infor-
mationupon the fpot,and to {pare nocoft
or pains to get at the truth, which fhould -
be tranfmitted either ta the neareft fac-
tory, or to Calcutta; and upon convic-
tion of any gomaftah of mifbehavior,
the moaft exemplary punithment fhould
be infli¢ted, in order to deter others fram
the like practices.

Mr. Amyatt’s Opinion.

MRr. VansiTTART, in his minute
of the firft of February, complains of
the, hagfh and indecent opinion of the
Board on the 17th of January, againft
his trepty entered into with the Nabob,

and
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and that his negotiation therein did
not merit fuch treatment from us.
We were unanimous on the regu-
lations being detrimental and difho-
norable, which every article contained
therein, I think clearly denounced.
The government formerly muft have
underftood, our Firmaun gave us a full
and extenfive trade, in every thing with-
out diftin&ion, and as far as our gentle-
men were in capacity to carry on the
inland trade, they pradtifed it for ma-
ny years. But particular articles heing
farmed out by the government to parti-
cular perfons, our trading therein gave
umbrage ; and governor Stackhoufe, I
think, was obliged to give a muchulca,
that the Englith would defift from fur-
ther dealings in falt, filk, and beetle-
nut: this was at a time they could not
maintain, by force, the privilege of the
Delly grants, fo through neceflity com-
plied with. An order, at this time,
would have had the fame eﬁ'e&‘, but
they obliged the then Govemor to in-

* yhlidate.’
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validate the Firmaun, by giving this
muchulca, which thewed they thought
our right good, and by compulfion, got
this paper to overfet our future preten-
fions, and has been ever fince the argu-
ment againft them, therefore detrimen-
tal and dithonorable. Mr. Vanfittart’s
renewing this muchulca, by adding an
additional duty to what we have already
paid through a condefcenfion, is doubt-
lefs detrimerital ; the fubjecting us to the
Moorifh laws, and which, to our honor
be it ' known, in the worft of times, we
never were ; but now not even an ap-
peal to the Nabob, or the Council, is men-
tioned ; this doubtlefs is both detrimen~’
tal and dithonorable. How prejudicial,
partial, and wunjuft the nature of their
courts, cuftoms, and laws are, is fo well
known to you all, gentlemen, it is need-
lefs for me to take up your time, in giv-
ing my fentiments in full thereon. The
mentioning that our fervants, gomaf-
tahs, &c. {hgll’n'ot carry on trade by op-
preflions,&¢t. “are dithonorable terms to
be infétted in a-public’ treaty. - Surely

thg
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the Englifh juftice and honor, was fuf-
ficient for the government to be fatisfi-
ed, that we fhould feverely chaftife any
one of them, who dared to proftitute our
name by any illicit ation, without mak-
ing it an article for them to do it. Ma-
ny complaints have appeared, but none
been proved, and I flatter myfelf none
will of any confequence. The Nabob’s
orders in circulating Mr. Vanfittart’s
treaty are difhonorable to us, and in a
manner an act of hoftility, buddmg us
open defiance.

THE foregoing, were my reafons for
concurring with the reft of the Board,
on the 17th of. January, in cenfuring
the Governor’s proceedings; and I am
alfo to remind you, that we thought he
had alfo been guilty of a breach of our
privileges, in acting without our con-
fent; and I ftill think fo, for I {clemn-~
ly declare, I never fufpeted he could
defire fuch an independent power on fo
material and national a .congern; or, I
imagine, thereft of the gentlemen would
havg been more exphc1t and peremptory

in
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in their letters to him. Is it confiftent
withreafon, any Council thould give fuch
powers ?

DousTyrEss Mr. Vanfittart will afk,
what regulations we wanted to have fet-
tled with the Nabob? Which, we hop-
ed, from his influence with the Nabob
{for he feems to know no one elfe) would
be fuch, as tended to our advantage, and
not to his prejudice; for if trade went
freely on, we would readily acquiefce in
payiag the duties as had been hitherto
colleéted ; but the remowval of feveral
vexations we had lately labored under,
was the point we wanted to fee happily
effe¢ted, and our goods, when certified
to be Englifh property, not to meet with
any impediment.

I AM now come to the firft queftion.

T uE Nabob and Mr. Vanfittart feem
1o think, and affert, we have not aliber-
ty to an unreftrained trade. We have,
gentlemen, carefully perufed all our Fir-
mauns,treaties, &c. and I think it clear-
ly appears to me we have. Therefore,
as the Nabob wants to invalidate thofe

grants,
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grants, we ought to have them properly
explained to him, and infift, on our parts,
to the utmoft of the Company’s prero-
gative, and demand the treaty back, and
deftroy it.

To the fecond, I am to fay, fince
the Nabob has wanted to impofe on wus
a breach of our liberties, we thould not
pay any duty on any thing, but fupport
our rights. The Company may want ta
trade in thefe articles, when we confider
their vaft tra& of lands, and produétiof;
thereof, efpecially falt, on which artjcle
they raife a very large duty themfe}ves.

To the third and fourth queftions..

AccorDING to the above plan, duf-
tucks cannot be granted to any but Com-
pany’s fervants, unlefs it be for fuch
goods produced upon the Company’s
lands, and paid their duties; but certi-
ficates thould to fueh as have paid the
Nabob’s any where, on a proper rowana’
being fhewn to the Governor's, or any
Chief’s, fatisfa&ion, that the Nabob’s
cuftoms have been duly difcharged. -

To the fifth and fixth queftions.

THE
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THE fervants and gomaftahs of the
Englith fhould not, on any account, be
under the leaft conftraint of the govern-
ment ; but I beg leave to defer fayingany
thing further on this head for the pre-
fent (how to regulate the difputes that

.may happen betwixt them and the coun-
try government, and indeed amongthem-
felves) till fuch time as I have heard it

* properly difcufled at the Board, where

“the mutualadvantages of thecountry, and
ourfelves, will be impartially confidered
and deliberated on.

MA_IOR Apawms does not think the
agreement made with the Nabob, as con-
tained in the Governor’s letter to him,
calculated to anfwer the end propofed by
it, viz. to fettle things on fuch a foot-
ing, as may prevent future difputes with
the country government, of whofe juf-
tice, Mr. Vanfittart feems in that treaty
to have entertained a much better opini-
on, than their fubfequent condu¢t thews
they deferve.

I~ anfwer to the firft queftion.

Major
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Major Apawms is of opinion, that
by the Firmaun, and fubfequent treaties
(particularly the fecond article of that
with Scrajah Dowla) the Englith Eaft
India Company are entitled to carry on
any kind of trade duty-free, and in any
part of the three provinces of Bengal,
Bahar, and Orixa.

T o the fecond queftion.

TuAaT the above-mentioned Firmaun
and treaties, entitle the faid Compaﬁy
to carry on their trade free from any du-
ties; but that to prevent as much ag_lpof-
fible any difturbances in the coufitry,
fuch duties as have been colle@ed on any
fpecies of trade, fince the laft revolution,
thould be continued.

. To the third and fourth queftions.

Major Apawms is of opinion, that
as the priviléges, in the above-mention-
ed Firmaun, &c. were granted to the
Englith Eaft India Company, they, and
their reprefentatives here, are the pro-
pereft judges for what and whom duf-
tucks fhould be granted 3 and as he looks
upon the above queftions to be of a pri-

vate
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vate nature, begs to be excufed giving
his opinion upon them.

To the fifth queftion.

Major Apams thinks, that the ex-
perience we have had of the tyrannical
and rapacious difpofition of the officers
of the country government, almoft ren-
ders this queftion unneceflary ; however,
as his opinion is required, with the reft
of the gentlemen at the Board, his duty
to the public obliges him to declare, that
he thinks it thould by no means be al-
lowed.

To the fixth and laft queftion.

TuaAT whereverany confiderable trade
1s carried on (however fardiftant) aCom-
pany’s fervant fhould refide, invefted
with full power to enquire into any dif-
putes, and punith the delinquents; and
that where the trade carried on is not
of confequence fufficient to require a re«
fident, upon any complaint againft go-
maftahs, or Englith faors, the perfons
complained of fhould be immediately
fummoned to the neareft Englith factory,
as well as all the evidences againdt them

and
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and that the Chief of each fa&ory, with
his Council, fhould be empowered to
infli¢ the fevereft punithment on fuch
gomaftahs or factors; if found guilty,
and that no expence fhould be fpared to
bring offenders to juftice, but fhould the
complaint be found to be falfe or frivo-
lous, the complainant thould pay all the
cofts and damages.

The Prefident’s Opinion.

THE regulations contained in my leg-
ter * to the Nabob, of the 26th off Dé-
cember, are fuch as appear to me to be
conformable to the true intent and mean-
ing of the Firmaun, and fubfequent trea-
ties, confidered with the Company’s or-
ders, relative to the trade of their fer-
vants, and particularly the 24th and 29th
paragraphs,inoneoftheirgeneral lettersof
the year 1748. Tam aware, that the abufes

* The ftile of this letter, is the ftile which I
have always ufed, and the fame I underftand, which
was ufed by my predeceflors fince the troubles. No
Perfian letter, nor eaftern forms of expreffion, will
bear a literal tranflation. They appcar abfurd in

European languages, although they are natural and
cuftomary in the Perfian.

Vor. II. Cc .. = which
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which fome of the Nabob’s officers have
exercifed, upon the appearance of thefe
regulations, will be urged as an objec-
tion to them; but this is arguing by
confequences ; and I anfwer, that thefe,
or whatever other regulations may be
propofed, will fometimes be abufed by
both parties, efpecially on their firft efta-
blithment ; and the only remedy for
this evil, is to punifh all fervants of ours,
who fhall break through rules, and in-
ﬁﬁ on the Nabob’s doing the fame. Al-
though fome men are fo licentious as to
break through all laws, it is not a rea-
fon why laws thould be abolifhed.

BuT to proceed to the different arti-
cles objected to. It is faid that the in-
land trade, that is, the trade in falt and
other articles, produced ir} one part of
the country, and fent to another part of
the fame country for fale and confump-
tion, fhall not be carried on with ‘the
Company’s duftuck, but (hall go with
the duftuck of the country government,
after paying them a duty of nine per
cent. The Firmaun fays, ¢ that what-
ever goods and merchandize the gomai.

tahs
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tahs of the Englith Company fhall
bring into any port or place of the pro-
vince by fea or land, or carry out, fhall
be free of duty.” For my part, I can
underftand this no otherwife, than that
the goods they fhall bring in from fo-
reign parts, may be tranfported to any
part of the province, by fea or land, du-
ty-free ; and the goods they purchafe in
any part of the province, may in like
maaner be carried out. This I imagine
to be all the Company afked ; an{ it.is
not to be fuppofed more was granted.
By fuch a trade, the country reaps the
benefit of the goods and money import-
ed ; butall that is gained by us in traf-
ficking from place to place in the coun-
try, inarticles of its own produce, is in

effe¢t fo much loft to the country.
Tue fubfequent treaties confirm the
privilege of the Firmaun; and particu-
larly the fecond article of the treaty with
Serajah Dowla declares, that ¢ all goods
going to, or coming from, any place by
land or water with the Company’s duf-
tuck, fhall be free.” It remains ftill to
Cca be
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be limited, by the Firmaun and the
Company’s orders, for what occafions
the duftucks fhall be granted; and I think
it behoves us greatly, to take care they
are not granted for any purpofe beyond
the intention of the Firmaun, and to an-
{fwer thofe ends the Company had in
view, when they put themfelves to the
expence of applying for it.

Witn refpeét to the power of our
qomaﬁahs, the Firmaun fays, ¢ that in
every, place where they buy or fell, the
oﬁcp‘}a of the government fhall affift
them in rheir lawful demands; and every
merchant, weaver, or other perfon, up-
on whom the Englifh gornaftah fhall have
a juft demand, the officers of the go-
vernment fhall oblige to pay it, and fuf-
fer no one to opprefs the gomaftahs. And
if any fervant of the Company beihg
in their debt fhall run away, the officers
of the government fhall take him up,
and deliver him to the chief of the fac-
tory.” ‘The Nabob Jaffier Allee Cawn,
int his general‘funnud 1757, confirms all
the Firmaun privileges ; and adds, that

« the



Tranfactions in BENcAaL. 389

“ the Company may buy or fell with-
out employing a banyan or broker; and
that the officers of the government fhall
aflit them in all their juft demands.”
Nothing here can be faid to give our go-
maftahs powerto decidetheirowncaufes,
or make ufe of any force of their own;
but they are to apply to the officers of
the government, and obtain redrefs thro’
their means.

A's to the coinage, there is an order,
granting the Company permiffion to ¢oin
in the King’s mint at Carrcemab?}H and
in cafe it can be done without lofs to the
King’s revenues, three days in the week
are to be fet apart for the Englith Com-
pany’s bullion : but there is no particu-
lar indulgence as to the rate of coining ;
they are to pay the fame mint charges
as other merchants. And this is all the
Nabob defired ; as I mentioned in my
anfwer to Nobit Roy’s complaints ; of
which anfwer I gave Mr. Ellis a copy.
Befides, I think this privilege now un-
neceflary, as we have a mint of our own,
in which we may coin the rupees of

Ccg Dacca
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Dacca and Patna, as we do of Moorfhe-
dabad.

In regard to making tofalls, or falt
pans, in Sunderbund, I confefs, my let-
ter to the Nabob does not fully exprefs
what I intended. I meant, that we ought
not to take away the grounds which o-
ther merchants hawe cleared, nor the
workmen which they have hired, as ap-
pears by my letters to the chiefs of Chit-
tagong and Luckypoor, which I deli-
vered to the Nabob at the fame time.
As torading by our gomaftahs with the
mountaincers, who came with cotton to
Rangamettee ; if it has been a cuftom
for that article to be farmed out by the
country government, and it is from that
only the revenue proceeds, I think we
have no right to overrule that cuftom.
Any innovations to the prejudice of the
revenues of the country government, and
the exclufion of the country merchants,
from that thare of the trade which they
have long enjoyed, I think fhould be
avoided, as fuch proceedings muft ren-

* der
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der us univerfally the objes of jealoufy
and ill-will.

To the propofed queftions I there-
fore fay,

FirsT, That I think we have not a
right by the Firmaun and fubfequent
treaties to carry on the inland trade, or
the trade from place to place in the coun~
try, in commodities produced in the
country ; but that we have a right to
carry on all other trade cuftom free. .

SeconpLy, That I think duties ought
to be paid to the country goven;!;pjent
on falt, beetle-nut, tobacco, :nd all o~
ther articles of inland trade, upon thofk
conditions ; fo that it may not hereafter
be difputed. I mean, that duties thould
be paid to the country government upon
articles produced in the country; and
fent from place to place in the countrf .
for confumption there ; but when fent
to Calcutta for confumption or exporta-~
tion, they fhould go with the Compa-
ny’s duftuck, and pay no duties to the
country government. n

Cc 4 In
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In fuch cafe the country has its ad-
vantage, in the vent given to their ma-
nufaltures or produce, by the trade of
this fettlement, and the Company re-
ceive the cuftoms; but on the inland
trade we pay no duties at all, unlefs we
pay to the country government ; and yet
that trade will afford duties better than
any other.

-Trmirpry and fourthly, I think the
Company’s duftuck thould not be grant-
ed for any article of inland trade; but
that ’g";rtiﬁcates thould be granted to ac~
company the duftuck of the country go-
vernment ; and that fuch certificates
{hould be granted equally to Company’s
fervants, and any other licenfed Englith
merchants, who have firft duly paid the
gqovernment’s duties, and got their duf~
tucks.

FirTHLY and fixthly, Ithink the Eng-
lith gomaftahs fhould not be under the
controul of the officers of the countrygo-
vernment at thofeaurungs, which areun-
der the charge of any of the fubordinate
faCtories ; but in cafe of any complaint

againft
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againft them, the officers of the country
government fhall apply to the chief of
the factory for redrefs ; and in cafe the
gomatftah has a difpute with, or demand
upon, any of the country people (not
the weavers, or other immediate fer-
vants of the Company) he fhall apply to
the officers of the government for re-
drefs ; and if the officers of the govern-
ment negle&, or refufe to grant it, the
gomaftah fhall then make his complaint
to the chief of the faGory, who fhali
require, and, if neceflary, exact, ad,im-
mediate compliance, giving asfull ac-
count of the matter to the Board.

BuT at thofec aurungs, which are not
under the management of any of the
Company’s factories, but only fome par-
ticulars have their agents or gomaftahs
there ; I think fuch an authority cannot
be trufted in their hands; nor indeed is
it poffible, as there may be fcveral dif-
ferent gomaftahs in one place, who have
all an equal right to authority. I think
they fhould apply to the country govern-
ment for redrefs on 4ll o¢cafions ; and if

the
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the officers of the government do not
grant them the fatisfaion the matter
requires, the gomaftah may then make
his complaint to his principal, and he
to the Board, who will ipfift on the ne-
ceflary reparation for all umreafonable
Jofles. I do not however mean, that in
cafe of complaint againft an Englith go~
maftah at {uch place, the officer of the
country government fhall have authority
to feize the gomaftah, flop his goods,
or interrupt his bufinefs ; but he fhall
give {1im notice of the complaint, and
recommaend to him to get it fettled ; and
in cafe the gomaftah refufes, or neglects
to give fuch fatisfation, as fhall appear
to the government’s officer to be reafen-
able, he may then tranfmit the com=
plaint to the Governor of Calcutta. .
I sex nothing in the Firmaun, or
fubfequent treaties, which forbids-the
government's officers from doing them-
felves juftice on {uch occafions ; but yet
the patyre of the penple is fuch, that i€
would be dangerous to admit it ;" of
which
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which their prefent violent proceedings
are a fufficient proof.

Tue opinions having been all read
at the Board, the fum of the anfwers to
the feveral queftions ftands as follow.

To the firl, viz. Whether the Fir-
maun granted a right to trade in all arti-
cles cuftom-free 2

IN the affirmative, ‘Ten voices.

In the negative, with

refpeét to the inland} Two.
trade,

To the fecond, wiz. Wbetbeq) any
cuffoms fhould be paid on_fome argicles

Ix the affirmative, Seven.

In the negative, Five.

To the third, viz. Whether the Com-
pany’s dufiuck fbould be granted for inland
trade ? )

IN the affirmative, Nine.

In the negative, Two.

Major Apawms, filent.

Tue fourth queftion, being altered by
the determinmation pf the fcwnd ftands
thus, :

As
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As it is determined, that duties fhall
be allowed on certain articles, whether
certificates fball be granted to thofe who
pay that duty, but are not Company's_fer-
wants? and it being accordingly put, the
fum of the opinions ftands as follow.

In the affirmative, Mef.

Hay, Cartier, Amy-}Four voices.
att and the Prefident,

I~ the negative, Mef-
fieursWatts,Marriott, Z
Johnftone, Haftings,
Billers and Batfon.

The Majors Carnac and Adams, filent.

To the fifth and fixth queftions, vsz.
Whether the Enghfh gomaftabs [hould be
Siubjet to the controul of the officers of the
government ? and bow difputes between them
Should be fettled? The opinion of all the
Board, excepting Mr. Haftings, imports,
that the Englith gomaftahs fhall not be
under any actual controul of the officers
of the country government, but be re-
ftrained by fuch regulations as may be
laid down.™

1X.

Iam
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I am perfuaded, that my opinion will
be thought reafonable by all difinte-
refted perfons, and to contain as great
privileges ot private trade, as the Com-
pany ever intended their fervants thould
enjoy ; more indeed than was confiftent
with their repcated orders. However,
neither my opinion, nor the Company’s
orders, could avail againft minds, which
were heated with the notion, that their
honor was at ftake, in fupporting the
party they were engagedin. Itwas re-
folved accordmg]y, that we had aahght
to trade in f{alt, beetle-nut, ahd every
other article of inland trade, duty free,
and with the Company’s duftuck, equally
with the foreign trade ; yet it appears,
as if the Council faw at the very time
“the finjuftice of their procceding, by
their admitting, that a fomething thould
be paid to the Nabob, in conformity to
the ufual practice ; not that the Nabob
had any right to demand it, but merely
as an indulgence which they were wil-
ling to allow him. The following are

the
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the proceedings relative to the fettling
of this point.

Extract of Confultation of the iff of
March, 1763.

« AS it is the opinion of the majo-
rity of the Board, that a confi-
deration ought to be paid to the Nabob,
on certain articles of the inland trade, the
members from the fubordinates areafked,
what duties they have hitherto paid? and
on what articles ?
MR. CARTIER fays, that, at Dacca,
they ufiilly paid,
Onfalt,SiccaRs. 3 8 perioomds.
On tobacco © 4 per maund.
Mg, BirrERs fays, that, at Lucky-
poor, they ufually paid,
On falt, Dm. Rs. 9 14 3 per 10omds.
On tobacco © 4 o per maund.
MRr. MarrioTT fays, that, at Chit-
tagong, and its diftri®s, nothing has
been paid. * Coflimbuzar, Patna, and
Malda, pay nothing. T
From

® At thefe three places, neither falt, beetle-nut,
nor tobacco, were purchufed for thie intund trade.
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CarcuTTA ¥ pays nothing, except
on falt, about the rate of four and half
Sicca rupees per 100 maunds, paid at
Hoogly.

T g trade, in the article of tobac-
co, has been carried on from the laft
mentioned places with a duftuck.

THese informations being had, the
following queftion is now put to be an-
fwered to-morrow.

Hosw much (hall in future be paid on
Jait, or other articles of inland trade,
which gre carrsed from one place s.n). the
country to another, for fale and sonflmp-
tion € .

Mr. Hav defires, that the following
queftion may likewife be put.

Whether the falt, and other produce of
the Company's lands, are to pay duties to
the country government, or not 2

Anp Mr. Watts the following.

Whether we bave not a right to coin
bullion in the mints of Patne and Dacca,
and on what terms 2"’

]

THE

* At Calcutta, no other article of inland trade
was purchafed excepting falt.
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THE next day, the 2d of March, the
opinions were colle&ted as follows.

Mr. Watts’s Opinion.

« THE majority of the Board ycﬁcrday
were of opinion, that by our Firmaun,
hufbul-hookums, and fubfequent trea-
ties, we had a right to trade in any ar-
ticles produced or bought in the Indof-
tan empirc; and that in purfuance of
the above privileges no duties ought to
be paid; and that duftucks ought to be
grarted with any articles, either falt,
beetle-rut, tobacco, or any other ; but
as former Nabobs had collected duties
on fome articles (tho’ contrary to the,
privileges granted us) they were willing
fome confideration fhould be made to
the Nabob. TFor my own part, I am
ftill of the fame opinion,' that no du-
ties thould be paid on any articles; and
I fhall always efteem it as an opening
left for the prefent Nabob, to make a
further infringement on our privileges
when opportunity may offer. Nor do
I fee any reafon for this indulgence to

be
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be given a man, who has fpared no pains
to degrade the name of the Englifh;
taken every opportunity to infult our
flag ; has almoft totally ftopt our bufinefs
for near fix months paft, and infulted this
Board, by attempting to enforce a trea-
ty, executed by the Governor only, and
that by threats and arms.

His letter to Mahomed Allee, collec-
tor at Dacca, is a fufficient proof of the
firft; and Mahomed Allee’s letter to thc.
Sickdar of Sundeep, could not be \wnt—
ten but by his order. 2

HowEevER, as the majority of "the
Board are for making fome allowance, I
think two and a half per cent. on the
rowana, on falt only, is full fufficient;
but as tobacco has only paid duties in
fome parts, and duftucks been granted
with it from others, I think that we
ought not to pay any duties on it.

Tue falt produced on the Company’s
Iands ought not to pay duties.

Tnae right to coin bullion in the
mints of this empire is fully confirmed

Vour. II. Dd . by
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by an exprefs * hufbul-hookum, No. 21,
that two and a quarter per cent. is what
Juggutleet paid to the government, and
much about what the Dutch pay ; there-
fore, I think we ought to have the pri-
vilege of coining all the Company’s mo-
nics, in any of the mints of the three
proviuces, at two and a quarter per cent.
which is more than fufficient to defray
the charges of coinage.
Mr. Marriott’s Opinzon.

']\’[;77. MarrioTT is of opinion, that
in (f@hib&pl(:f)(t(: cf the government’s col-
le&ing Y2 duty on falt, and which we
have for the moft part acquiefced in, a
duty {hould be paid the government, of
two and a half per cent. on the rowana
price, as it appears all the rowanas run
at that rate ; but as he looks upon it as
an infringement of the Firmaun privi-

lege,

* Ho.re once for all I will remark, thata hufbul-
hool.um, as they call it, is nothing mo:¢ than a
wiiting from the vizir, onjoininga f#riét obediencze
to the King’s Firmaun, but conieys no dithinét or
furthet privileges. The Firmaun gives us leave to
coun, but without mention of the rate, and of courfe

we thould pay as other merchants. No hufbul-
hookutn expreiles more.
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lege, the Nabob ought to be informed
it is a conceflion on our part; that this
duty of two and a half per cent. fhould
be paid at one place, and no other de-
mands made on any occafion, or boats
ftopped with falt on any pretence, hav-
ing the droga’s receipt on the back of
the Company’s duftuck. That the fait
produced on the Company’s lands fhould
alfo pay duty, as it has hitherto done,
there having been no diftin&ion rn'lde
That tobacco, and beetle-nut, ought not
to pay duties, as duftucks for tho e;artl—
cles have generally been givesls and no
duties paid at the place they were pro-
duced at, except at Dacca and Lucky-
poor, on the fale of the former, which
appears to have been an arbitrary thing,
as the duty on thatarticle ought certain-
ly to have been colle¢ted at every place.
THAT inregardtotheexchange of mo-
ney,as wehave anundoubted right to coin
ficcas from our Firmaun and {unnuds,
we ought to infift on what we coin
thould pafs; but to obviate any lofs, that
“might arife by batta on ficcas of .a dif-
Dd 2 ferent
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ferent mint at another place, we fhould
get ftamps of the feveral mints, where
we may have occafion to fend money,and
coin with thofe ftamps accordingly.

Myr. Hay's Opinion.

I nave already given my opinion,
that no duties thould be paid; and as I
can conceive no reafon for paying any,
but to thew that we will not prefs our
rights harder on the prefent Nabob, than
we.did pn the laft; I therefore think if
any sty is paid, it fhould be the fame
asin 'Mecc‘, Jaffier’s time.

I THink the Company, and their fer-
vants, who carry out the produce of the
Company’s lands with a dum thould
pay no duties.

I THINK, by the grants from Delly,
that we have a right to cein and recoin
money in the Nabob’s mints; and that
it.fhould be done at the rates the Com-
pany receive from perfons that coin and
recoin in their mints, which is abont the
fame that has hitherto been paid at Patna.

Mr.
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Myr. Johnftone’s Opinion.

TuAT we have a right to a free trade
without paying duties of any kind,
whenever our duftuck is granted, and
that it thould be granted for all articles
of gruff, &c. for the inland traffick and
confumption in the country, as well as
for goods imported and exported, I ex-
prefled in my minute of yefterday ; but
as the majority were for acquiefcing to
continue to the Nabob, as a point of fa-
vor, not of right, a certain allbfyﬁncc
on falt, tho’ I diffent from als’ fuch al-
lowance in any manner, as it is efta-

"blithing by cuftom, though not by right,
2 duty wfdn an article that makes o
very confiderable a part of the préduce
and revenues of the Company’s lands,
and which they may hereafter probibly
difapprove ; yet, as the queftion now
ftands, that fomething fhould be conti-
nued to be paid to the Nabob, and it
is demanded what that théeuld be ; two
and a half per cent. on the rowama price,
I think the moft that thould be paid.

Dd 3 THE
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THE article of tobacco having been
hitherto carried on with the Company’s
duftuck towards Coffimbuzar, Malda,
and Patna, from Calcutta, and no rowa-
na ever taken out for it, at Dacca and
Luckypeor, where only it has ever been
paid ; I leok on our right to grant duf-
tucks for this article as fully eftablifhed,
as on any other gruff article, for which
the Company now grant their duftuck.
This I think may be done with as much
right, jin virtue of our Firmaun and
trediied, as for any articles of confump-
tion to be. imported to Calcutta, which
the Prefident propofes thould be carri-
ed on without duties, and on which, be-
fore the revolution, we paid-as well as
on any other article.

As the Calcutta ficcas cannot pafs
at Dacca, and Patna without a difcount,
contrary to the treaty for eftablithing our
mint; and thecurrency of the Calcutta fic-
cas thro’the threeprovinces, without Bat-
ta,and theNabob Meer Jafhieronthis con-
fideration granted perwanahs for coining
the {um neceffary for the bufinefs of the

factories
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fa&ories at Patna and Dacca, I think
we have a juft claim to coin as formerly
fo much in thofe mints at two and a
quarter per cent. which I think better
than ftamping ficcas of thofe places in
our mints, as it appears by the example of
our Moorfhedabad ficcas, that the throffs
will always elude this method, and not
receive thofe rupees but at a difcount.
Myr. Haftings’s Opinion.

MRr. HasTiNnGgs is of opinion, in
anf{wer to qucfhon the firft. :

THAT nine per cent. on thc-pﬂme
coft of each article fhould Ae. pfud to
the government, which he judges to be
pretty nearly the fame with the duty paid
by other merchants.

T o queftion the fecond. That every
article of inland trade being produced,
tho’ not in equal abundance, upon the
Company’s lands, to except them from
the duty levied upon the fame articles
produced in other parts, would be a
fource of continual frauds and difputes
with the government; and that there-
foreallfuch goodsfhould be taxed or none.

Dd g To
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T o queftion the third. That we have
no fuch right of coining in the Nabob’s
mints, nor the leaft pretence to claim
it, that he knows of.

Myr. Cartier’s Opinion.

Mgz. CARrRTIER thinks, that no du-
ty thould be paid on any article of our
trade but falt, as he finds tobacco has
paid no duties in any part of the coun-
try but Dacca and Luckypoor; and has
ever been confidered, by the gentlemen
in Calcutta who have traded in it, as free
fronvany, and duftucks’ procured from
the Prefidency ; Coflimbuzar, Patna and
Malda, circulating the fame.

Tu AT we fhould likewife infift upon
the privilege of coining in the feveral
mints of the provinces, unlefs we can
enforce the currency of the different fpe-
cies of rupees, agreeable to the fixed
batta of the place they may be fent to,
which will render any application on this
Jhead unneceffary.

. TuaT the falt produced in the Com-
pany’'s lands fhould be fubject to the
fame duty, as what may be produced in
other parts of the countsy. Mr.
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My. Billers’s Opimion.

As it is agreed by the Board, to pay
a duty on certain articles of the inland
trade, I give it as my opinion, that falt
is the only article which ought to pay
cuftom to the country governtment, that
two and half per cent. on the rowana
price fhould be the ftipulated rate, and
that the produce on the Company’s lands
fhould pay the fame.

I Tuink we have a right to recoin
the Company’s money either at Patnd, or
Dacca, on paying two one-four ‘1.>er
cent. being the ufual cuftom spaid hi-
therto at Patna.

Mr. Batfon’s Opinion.

MRr. BaTson, in anfwer to the fe-
veral queftions propofed in confultation
of the 22d of February, gave his opi-
nion, that we thould acquiefce in paying
the fame duties on falt and tobacco, that
have been paid fince Meer Jaffier's com-
ing to the Subahthip ; but that the fame
fhould not be agreed to, by any pubhck
deed or writing, Thé Prefident yeﬁer-
day propofcd thc fame q%lefhong to bc

4 t
w0 0 Rivered
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an{wered again by yes or no, without ex-
planation or reftrition. Mr. Batfon
therefore thinks proper to explain him-
fclf further on this head. He thinks,
we fhould continue tacitly to acquiefce
in paying fuch duties on falt and tobacco,
and at fuch places only, as we did in
Meer Jaffier’s time, that the Nabob may
not complain of our ufing him worfe, in
any refpet, than we did Meer Jaffier 5
but that we fhould not even make any
ptlplick declaration thereof, much lefs
agres to it by any publick deed. He fur~
ther thinks, no new treaty thould be en-
tered into with the Nabob on this head;
but that we fhould infift on his adhering
ftri&tly to thofe made with Serajah Dowla
and Mecer JatHer.

TuaTt he does not fee any reafon for
making a diftinction in regard to goods
produced in the Company’s lands ; and
thinks we have a right to coin in the
mints of Patna and Dacca, and that it
fhould be done at the fame rate, it was
in Meer Jafher’s time.

Major
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Major Carnac’s Opinion.

Major Carnac has given it as his
opinion, that no duties whatever fhould
be given to the Nabob : however, a ma-
jority of the Board having determined,
that a confideration fhould be paid for
certain articles of trade; major Carnac
thinks it thould only be upon fuch arti-
cles, for which the Nabob can plead
our conftant pratice, and this cannot
be done of any other commodity, fave
falt ; the moft equitable ftatement f_’(j)t
which feems to be, to pay the fums, fpe-
cified in the rowana, viz. two and‘half
per cent. _

Major Carnac hopes, whatever
allowance may be agreed on, the Board
will be particularly careful to have it ex-
plained to the Nubob, thatit is a matter
of favor, not of right.

Mr. Amyatt’s Opinion.

T s E general opinion of the Board be-
ing, we had an undoubted right to trade
free from any duty whatever ; but that
the prefent Nabob fhould enjoy a reve-
nue cqual with his predeceffors, they a-

‘grecd
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greed to pay him a confideration for fuch
inland trade, to which Mr. Amyatt rea-
dily concurs ; and thinks the confidera~
tion now to be allowed, is intended to
amount to as much as was before, and
is now paid; fo thatall the inland trade
in general fhould be taxed to pay this
charge, as every article can equally bear
it; and a duty of two per cent. thould
be levied on all articles purchafed in any
part of the country, to be fent and fold
in’another part. But to prevent any im=-
pediments in carrying on our bufinefs,
or vexations from defigned delays in re-
ceiving this duty by the government’s
people, he would propofe, that all goods
pafs with a Company’s duftuck, which
duftuck being carried to the buxbundar,
they are 1mmed1atcly to receive their two
per cent. and give a receipt for the a--

mount upon the back of the duftuck ;
and then thofe goods are free to pa(s,A
and be fold any where. .
MR, AMYATT is ofopinion, fince an
allowance upon falt is agreed om, it
fhould be. equally graated upos, that
whxch
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which is made in our own perganahs.
With refpe@ to the mint at Patna and
Daces, he fees no occafion for the un-
limited ufe thereof; and the fum we
have demanded to be yearly coined there,
being fufficient for all reafonable pur-
pofes, he is of opinion, that and no more
thould be infifted on.
Major Adams’s Opinion.

Major Apams efteems his opinion
fufficiently exprefled in his minute of
yefterday, in anfwer to the fecond qugf=
tion propofed the 19th, namely, thwg'the
duties which have hitherto beén pald
fhould continue to be fo, to prevent dif-
turbances, and embroiling our affairs

with the country government.

The Prefident’s Opinion.

- As I am of opinion the inland trade
from place to place in the country, in_
articles of the produce of the country, is
not comprehended within the privi-
leges of the Firmaun, and confequently
that we have no right to infift, or axpe
to carry it on-cuftom-free ; {6 I think,i

we find it for our sdvantage to cafry it
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on, we muft be fatisfied with the fame
terms as other merchants, and pay the
eftablithed King’s duties at every place,
unlefs we can agree with the Nabob for
an equivalent.

By all the informations I could get
on this fubje&, I find, that from this
place to Patna, the King’s duties are
colle@ed on falt at fix different places,
viz. Hoogly, Moorfhedabad, or Ja-
linghy, Rajumahl, Carrigola, Baugle-
ppor, and finally, the dewannee duty upon
the fzles at Patna.

T'HE amount of thefe, reckoned at
the loweft of the feveral informations I
took, was more than twenty-five rupees
per hundred maunds; or if we reckon
them at what is f{aid to be the regular
King’s dutics, at every plaqc where du-
ties are collet«d, that is, two and a half
per cent. the amount will be fifteen per
cent.

ON tobacco it appears, that both at
Dacc? and Luckypoor they have paid
four anas per maund; which reckoning

the
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the coft two rupces per maund, will
turn out above twelve per cent.

ON bectle-nut it appears, they have
hitherto paid no dutics ; but for my part,
I can conceive no other diftin&ion be-
tween what ought to pay duties to the
country government, and what not, but
this of foreign trade ; that is, goods im-
ported, and goods bought for exporta-
tion ; and /uland trade, in articles of the
produce of the country from place to
place in the country ; the firfl of w}}j}:fl,
being a Firmaun privilege, pays\gutics
to the Company, and goes with "their
duftuck ; the fecond, I underftand not
to be a Firmaun privilege; it goes from
place to place in the country, without
paying any duties to the Company; and 1
think the government has as much right
to their cu(Som from us on fuch trade,
as from othédr merchants.

Upron the whole, I think nine per
cent. on the prime coft of the goods a
very eafy and advantageous accom‘noda-
tion for the Englith dealers in this trade;
and as the Nabob has confented to gecept

i that,
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that, as an equivalent for all demands
throughout the three provinces, I am
of opinion, we thould readily agree to it,
and obtain a confirmed right to what has
hithertobeenalwaysdifputed; and I muft
add, that I think it is a tax which the
trade will well bear.

ReckoNING falt at eighty rupees per
hundred maunds, which is a high price
for the prime coft, we fhall pay only fe-
ven rupees and a quarter per hundred
miaunds. With refpe&t to the produce
of the.Company’s lands, I think the mer-
chants who deal in that thould pay cuf-
toms equally with others, as they have
always hitherto done to the country go-
vernment, upon what has been carried
up the country, and to the Company
themfelves upon what has been import-
ed at Calcutta.

As toour right by formér grants to
coin in the King’s mints, it may be
doubted, whether the grant to hold 2
mint ¢urfelves does not fupercede the
former ; but fuppofing it does not, and

that wiz have yet a right to coin in the
King’s
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King’s mints, it is not with any parti-~
cular indulgence as to the rate of the
coinage, but we muft pay the fame mint
charges as other merchants.”

It was no eafy matter to determine
who were the majority, and what was
their opinion ; but at length it was re-
folved, that the majority of the Board
were agreed, that two and a half per
cent. on the rowana price, fhould be the
eftablithed cuftom on falt ; that the apti-
cle of falt only fhould pay a cuflvwy to
the country government, and this as a
compliment, a favor, a confideration,
not a right.

I 8erieve it will be hard to produce
an inftance like this, of a queftion of fo
much confequence being determined, by
fuch a ﬁrangc confufion of voices; and
indeed nothingg can be more abfurd than
the determina\jon itfelf ; for if they were
of apinion, the Mogul King’s Firmaun
did convey fuch an unlimited exynt to
our private trade, the point had Wetter
have been fettled at once, that nj@hing

Vor. I1, laould
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fhould be paid ; if on the other hand,
they began to perccive they had been
mifled, and that the Firmaun did not
convey fuch an unlimited extent, then
they fhould have refolved to carry it on
like other merchants ; or if they meant
to go by former precedents, they thould
have paid fuch duties as had been paid
before, not only on falt, but tobacco
likewife. Upon the whole, they neither
did juflice to themf{elves, nor to the Na-
bbb, nor to former cuftom ; but made
an a{bitrary rule, which any majority of
the Council, may at any time annul, and
form another with equal right.

WuLN the Council deﬁrcd me to
fettle a regulation of the private trade on
a folid plan, either they meant to ac-
knowledge fome rights in  the Nabob
or elfe pretended to mean f), purpofely
to deceive me, and aggravale, by this ar-
tifice, ourdifputes with th. government.
If they had refolved to acknowledge no
rightsy they fhould have defired me to

decld e to the Nabob, that he muft not

attengot to reftrain the Englith or their
gomatftahs,
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gomaftahs, nor demand cuftoms of any
kind, nor hinder their carrying their
trade in all articles to all corners of the
country. If this was their refolution, I
fay, they fhould have declared it then,
and I would have endeavored to make
the Nabob {ubmit to it, until he could
get redrefs from the court of diretors;
but I believe the truth is, that the Coun-
cil, at the time they defired me to fettlea
plan, and fent me the account of dutme
paid at Luckypoor for my guidance, ;d‘xd
really mean to pay duties, and ag K5¥ow -
ledge the Nabob’s rights, but other no-
tions were inftilled into them afterwards.
THEN they affet to be furprized, that
I found my authority on the plain fenfc
of the words of their letter, of the 15th
of Novembrr, and * fay, that their an-
fwer to Mr. ;daftings and me, dated the
27th of Dece{{)ber, plainly d=monftrates,
that they neveg gave, nor intended to
give me power to conclude thofe regula-
tions, or any other. It is true,fheir
Ee 2 ctter
* See Mr. Amyatt’s Minute of the 3d nf #rbrus
ary, p. 257.
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letter of the 27th of December contra-
dicts the former; but] could not with-
out thc gift of prophecy know, that
they mcant nothing by their firft letter,
and that they would contradic it by ano-
ther, which was to reach me, after I had
taken leave of the Nabob.

Mz. IHHAsTINGs, at the confultation
of the 2d of March, defired leave to fay
fomething further in explanation of that
article of his opinion, of the firft, which
redated to the fetting proper bounds of
authority between the government’s
otlicers, and the Englith gomaftahs.
This additional minute was as follows.

Mr.Haftings’s Minute of the 2d of March.

€ IN the confultation of yefterday, it
having been entered 3s the unani-
mous opinion of the Boards with the fin-
gle exception of myfelf, that the Eng-
lith gomaftahs thould h. fubje to no
controul from the government; I muft
bcg{leave to fubjoin another argument
to {ohat I have already faid upon the
fubje&,
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fubje&, in favor of this fingularity of
{entiment.

In all affairs relating to our connedi-
ons with the country government, one
object we fhould ever keep in view, as
of the higheft importance to the future
welfare of the Company. I mean, the
duration of their acquifitions, and. infiu-
ence in this country. Whatever may
ferve to perpetuate and fix thefe advan-
tages, though attended with a prefent
inconvenience, fhould be invariably pf-
fued: and whatever prefent or tyfapo-
rary conveniencies have a tendenty to de-
ftroy them, or to change our connecti-
ons, fhould be for the fame reafon re-
jected. An upion between two powers,
which ftand in need of each other’s af-
fiftance, an{l whofe interefts agree, may
endure for ages: but where that mu-
tual dependence is wanting, and their in-
tereftsare perpetually clathing, the great-
eft efforts of hu(nan wifdom will {fcarce-
ly be able to unite them on amg folid
foundation. Such unfortunately s our
fituation in our alliance with the INgbob.

Ee 3 " His
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His power, if properly fupported, and
a mutual confidence were eftablifhed be-
tween us, would indeed afford us the
greateft benefit and fecurity. But the
chief fource of difcord between us, arifes
from the intricacv of our conne&ions
with him. Our lands (the leaft fubject
indeced of contention, becaufe divided
by known and fixed boundaries) lie clofe
to, and even in the midft of his. Our
trade is circulated through every part of
his. country, and our agents and depen-
den}‘;;intimatcly blended with his fub-
je&ts, without any bounds to mark out
the extent of his authority, and our own
privileges.

Ir is now propofed to fix fuch a li-
mitation, by abfolving every perfon em-
ployed in our fervice from the jurifdic-
tion of the government. This, it is true,
will prevent their fuffering any oppref-
fion, but it gives them a full licence of
opprefling others ; {ince whatever crimes
they yray commit, the magiftrate muft
ig:tly look on, nor dare even to de-
fenddhe lives or properties of the fub-

jects
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je&s entrufted to his care, without a
violation of our rights and privileges.
Such is the expedient propofed for the
fecurity of our trade, and for preferving
the tranquility of the country !

SucH a f{yftem of government cannot
fail to create in the minds of the wretch-
ed inhabitants an abhorrence of the Eng-
lith name and authority ; and how will
it be pofiible for the Nabob, whilft he
hears the cries of his people, which he
cannot redrefs, not to wifh to frec hig-
felf from an alliance, which fub_;cftc'hlm
to fuch indignities ? .Y

I rorBEAR, at prefent, to take notice
of the methods, which are to be em-
ployed as checks of fuch a licentioufnefs ;
but fhall briefly obferve, that if the
Chiefs-of fae fatories are to be made
the judges in all caufes, in which their
gomatftahs are concerned, whatever their
integrity may be, or how unbiafled fo-
ever their _]udgments, yet fuch is the
infatuation of mankind (not to facak of
Bengallees alone) that in: mn:}nme
cafes out of an‘hundred, they wil ra-

Ee 4 ther
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ther fubmit to oppreflion, than forfake
their houfes, and travel with a crowd
of witneflfes to the neareft fatory in
quefl of juflice, when they believe their
judge to be interefted in the {uit againft
them ; as there will be few inftances, in
which it will not be in the power of the
gomattah to conne& his own frauds or
rogucerics with the intereft of his em-
ployer, fo as to make it hazardous to
chaftize him.”

.

Ay, the fame confultation a letter was
receiveds from Dacca, inclofing a copy
of one which Mahomed Allee, the col-
leGtor there, had received from the Na-
bob, on the fubje€t of a complaint T had
made of fome bales of cloth belonging
to me having been ftopped. ;Phe Nabob
reprimands Mahomed Allee, for not dif-
tinguithing between the foreign trade,
which would go with a duftuck ; and
the inland trade, which alone was to
pay dugies ; and in the pofticript, for-
bids Kimn to moleft any gomaftahs, or to
demard duties upon goods, which thould
have the Company’s, or my duftuck. I

’ wrote
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wrote to the Nabob immediately to ex-
plain to him, that one and the fame duf-
tuck was ever ufed for the Company’s
goods and mine, and all other gentle-
men’s in the fervice; and that his giv-
ing a particular order in favour of my
gomaftahs, was not what I expected,
but defired to fare like others ; and that
his exprefling any particular regard to
my intereft, would only give people an
opportunity of attempting to injure my
reputation. The Nabob’s letter, ,;.}nd
my addrefs to him on the fubje¢, are
entered in the margin *. Theyare of

fo

* Copy of a letter from the Nabob fo Mahomed
Allee.

By a letter from the Governor 1 underftand,
¢ that with regard tothe merchandize of the coun-
“ try, viz. tobacco, falt, beetle-nut, and dried fith,
¢ which at different places are purchafed and fold,
¢ tho’ they want to pay g per cent. yet you are
¢ defirous of ftopping the bufinefs, and will not
¢ pay any regard to it, but endeavour to interrupt
“ the trade ; that you likewife demand dyties on the
¢ Company’s cloth, which has the Compuny’s duf-
“ tuck, and never was known to pay a1). duties.
¢ That Coja Afkafuc, through the mear of Coja

[13 Wanis,
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fo little confequence, that I fhould not
have fwelled this Narrative with them,
but that it will appear in the fequel,
that Meflieurs Johnftone and Hay did

really

¢, 'Whanis, was appointed to tranfact the Governor’s
¢¢ private bufinefs at Dacca, and had, agreeably to
¢ the Company’s duftuck, provided thirty bales of
¢ cloth, twenty-eight of which he fent before, and
¢ afterwards the two others; but you intercepted
¢¢ them, and demanded duties thereon; and with-
¢¢ out reafon demanded duties on cloths, and on the
¢ Company’s purchafes, that before never paid
« afty.”

THE‘{deernor and myfelf have agreed, that
on the Company’s exports and imports, having
a duftuck, no duties fhall be demanded by any
one ; and whatever goods are purchafed and fold
within this country, being the produce -of this
country, fhall pay.g per cent. at the place where
they are bought. A copy of the agreement I be-
fore fent to you ; but it is amazing you will not
obferve the contents, but interrupt the Company’s
goods. Now I ftrictly order you to examine well
the agreement, and a& according to it. You are
not to make any demand on goods at any of the
Company’s places of trade, havihig the Companys
duftucks ; {‘:n on whatever goods are purchafed,
being th{produce of the country, you are to take
¢ per cent at the place where they are purchafed 3

and



Tranfattions in BENGAL. 427

really make fuch an attempt, although

I did not fufpet it at that time.
Tue 4th of March, Meflieurs Car-
tier, Johnftone Hay, Senior, and Bolts,
joined

and never in any refpe& deviate from the agree-
ment. This ftri¢tly obferve.

P. S. The Governor writes, that you impede
the gomaftah for his private bufincfs; there is no
mention of private or public in the agreement ; yet,
as he is my true friend, I now write, that if the
faid gomaftah has the Company’s or the Governor’s
duftuck, you are not to impede him. A

Extraét of a Letter from the Governor 9‘ ¥SNabob.

THE Chief of Dacca fent me the copy of a letter
wrote by you to Mahomed Allee Beg, in which he
is ftrictly charged to take cuftoms according to my
agreement ; and (although there is no diftinétion of
perfons meptioned in the agreement, yet, as I have
a proper friendfhip for you) not to interrupt the
gomaftahs employed in my trade, who fhall be pro-
vided with my duftuck, or the Company’s. The
regulations contained in that letter, or agreement of
mine, which I wrote in anfwer to your perwannah,
in order to put an end to the difputes between your
people and the Englifh gomaftahs, canngt now take
place ; becaufe that, through the injurious beha-
viour of Mahomed Allee Beg, and Sypd Jelaul
Bocary, and the other officers of the fircut, greater

difturbances
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joined in a reprefentation to the Board,
of obftru&ions they met with in their
private trade at Rangamettee. 'The in-
juries complained of were fuch, as re-
quired immediate redrefs; it was re-
folved therefore t>» fend a party of fee-
poys to feize the fougedar, and free the
bufinefs which was ftopped.

Tuis was followed by a like com-
plaint from Patna, of their opium bufi-
nefs being obftru¢ted at Bahar, and du-
ties demanded ; but it concluded with
advfﬁng, that they thould fend a party of
feepoy¥ ty prote& their gomaftahs.

Anp

difturbances have arifen than cver. This I have
atready acquainted you with. You order Mahomed
Allee not to interrupt any trade which fhall be pro-
vided with my duftuck, or the Company’s. All
the duftucks granted, either for my geods, or other
gentlemen’s, are the Company’s, and the fame
which have ever been eftablithed. I reprefented to
you, that no interruption muft be given to the trade
of the Englith, and did not fpeak of my own in
particular yi#caufe my bufinefs, and that of other
gentlemen, is on the fame footing ; and the dif-

tin®ion Su make in my favour, can only gain me
an iil nae,
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Anp the fame day a general refolu-
tion was taken, concerning the difputes
which might happen in futyre between
the officers of the country gyyernment
and our gomaftahs, to the folewing
purport. |
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