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OF THE
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Extract of Catg/i:ltatzon of the s5th of
March, 1763.

«« ¥EIXHKAKING now into confidera=
2T Yy tion the neceflary regulations
¥ 3% for reftraining our agents and

gomaftahs, from interfering with any

affairs of the country government, in-
juring the people, or being injured by
themt, and for deciding of difputes which
may arife between them : It is agreed,
FirsT, That atallthofeaurungs which
are adjacent to, or under the manage-
ment of the fubordinate fa&ories, the
gomaftahs, in cafe of being injured by
any of the officers of the government or
their dependents, fhall firft make their
Vor. IIL. B °* appli-
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application for redrefs, in writing to the
officer of the government, refiding on
the fpot; from whom, if he does not
receive immediate fatisfa&ion, he fhall
fend his complaint to the chief of the
neareft factory, who fhall be empowered
to take cognizance of the fame, and de-
mand, or exalt, if neceflary, the fatis-
fac&tion which the cafe may require ; but
that it is to be underftood in refpect of
weavers, pykars, and all others who re-
ceive advances of money for goods to be
provided, or arc indebted for goods
bought, the gomaftahs fhall retain their
power as ufual, to call fuch perfons to
account. That, on the other hand,
where the government’s people thall have
reafon to complain againft Englith go-
mafiahs or agents, they fhall give the
faid arent or gomaftah notice of the
complaint in writing, requiring and re-
commending to him to fettle it in an a-
micable and equitable manner; and in
cafe the agent or gomaftah refufes, or
negle&s, to fettle it in fuch manner, as
fhall appear reafonable to the govern-

ment’s
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ment’s officer, he fhall then tranfmit an
account of it to the chief of the neareft
Englifh factory, and deliver a copy of
the faid account to the gomaftah. And
the chief of the factory is hereby requir-
ed to-axamine ftrictly into the affair,
and decide it according to juftice, giving
a copy of his determination to the officer
of the government, who made the com-
plaint. ‘That the gentlemen of the fu-
bordinates fthall keep a regifter of fuch
complaints, with the decifions paft on
them, a copy whereof fhall be forward-
ed monthly to the Prefidency.
SeconprLy, With refpect to the dif-
tant places where trade is carried on,
fuch as Rungpoor, Poorneea, Gwalpa-
rah and Rangamettee, there is at prefent
no refident on the part of the Company ;
byt at Rungpoor, a provifion of filk is
made by a gomaftah, from Coffimbuzar
factory, which provifion, it is hoped,
may be increafed and improved, by the
care of a covenanted fervant. At the
fame time, the fituation of the place is
fuch, as will be convenient for examin-

B 2 ing
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‘!gg the. complamts, and decxd‘in the

difputes whxch may anfc m moﬁ of thofc
places. - '

"AGREED, thereforc, that the addltxon
of a fenior fervant be made to the’ Counwj
cil at Coﬂimbuzar, and that- he be ap-c
pointed refident at Rungpoor.

TuAT the orders forbidding our fer=-
vants or dependents, from holding
lands, gunges, rents or cmployments of.
any kind, under the country government
Ihall be again repeated. A

"TrAT fuch, howevcr, as have 111-__.
herited taalooks from purchafe, or other
good right, fhall not be obliged to gw¢‘
~ them up, but hold them as other t;-xalf
dars in the country, bemg informicd dnée
for all, that inrefpe to fuch rentshel
from the government, they are’t
_'avall themfelves of our protecti

_7 dy been made, and tranfmlttcdﬁ_,;;,to' : *’*the :
" feveral fubordinates, fhall be:

“into, and ‘decided conformably tov:the,
above regulatlon and that i'uch~

T“"
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not yet, fhall now be forwarded to the
proper fubordinates for that purpofe.”

TH1s regulation might anfwer very
well, if all chiefs and refidents of the
Englifh were difinterefted men, would
receive complaints againft their own go-
maftahs with temper, and decide them
with juftice and equity, even if their own
profits were to be leflened by it. But a
fucceflion of fuch men is not to be ex-
pected in any fervice ; and there is be=
fides another difficulty, proceeding from
the diftance of the places, where fome
of thefe gomaftahs are employed, from
any of the Company’s fattories ; fo that
in many cafes it would be impofiible to
get at the truth ; and ‘it is eafy to con-
ceive the diforder which muft take place
in any community, where there exifts
no power of determining on the fpot the
difputes which may arife.

. I1tMmAGINED the Nabob would be
much alarmed, by the affembly of the
members of the Council from the fubor-
dinate faories, and the reports which
o B 3 would
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would reach him from Calcutta, of their
being determined to break with him.
We heard now of his being on his re-
turn from his expedition to Beteea and
Napaul ; and I concluded, that the be-
ing nearer at hand to fettle the conteft-
ed points, was the chief reafon for his
quick return, although it was reported,
he had been defeated on the borders of
Napaul. His apprehenfions of the de-
figns of the Council againft him, can-
not be ftronger exprefled than in his own
letters.

Tue following are copies of his let-
ters of the 22d and 26th of February.

TheNabob’s Letterof the224 of February.
¢ WHEN you came here an agree-

ment in writing was made be-

tween us, which I imagined all the gen-

tlemen would conlent to ; but it is a-

mazing, that not a fingle perfon has Ap-
proved of it.

NoTwiTHSTANDING 2ll you have ex-

prefsly direfted to the chiefs of the Pamna

and Dacca faftories, they do not pay any
| regard
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regard to it; but return for anfwer,
‘¢« We do not approve of the Governor’s
<< proceedings; when the gentlemen of
¢¢ the Council write to us, we will im-

¢ mediately follow their direGtions.”
SiNcE the commencement of Meer
Mahomed Jaffier Cawn’s management
to the prefent time, I have not known
any one but yourfelf. Now the gentle-
men of all the faCtories do not regard
your directions, but require the orders
of the Council, and they ruin the affairs
both of this province and Bengal, the
zemindarrees, the merchandize, the rei-
ats, &c. for what reafon I cannot con-
ceive. I ncither have, nor fhall nego-
tiate with any perfon but yourfelf ; and
therefore I plainly write, that if you in-
tend to regard the agreement made be-
tween us, you fhould a& in fuch a man-
ner, that the gentleinen may not make
their objetions to it ; if not, advife me
of it. I underftand, that a number of
the gentlemen are inclined to eftablith
another Subahdar. This appears to me
& trivial matter. Let them eftablith
B4 whom
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whom they pleafe, it is of no confe-
quence to me. I do not regard matters
of fo fmall importance. God made the
world, and every thing is ruled by him.
I beg you will {peedily write me an an-
fwer to this letter. Herewith I fend
you copies of a letter to Rajah Nobit
Roy from Mr. Ellis, and one from Jef-
farut Cawn to me. I gave you landsto
the amount of fifty lacks of rupees, for
the maintenance of troops to deftroy my
enemies ; but it is amazing, that a num-
ber of gentlemen have, on the contrary,
colle¢ted troops againft me, in order to
ruin my country. It is the univerfal per-
fuafion, that the Europeans are to be

confided in ; but to fee all this furprizes
me much.”

Copy of a Letter jfrom the Nabob fo the
Governor, dated February 26, 1763.

OUR favour is arrived, and has
givenine much fatisfaGtion. You

write, that < at this time you are in-
«« formed, by a letter from the chief of
* Patna faQory, that as the Company’s

13 fﬂlt-
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falt-petre was coming from about
Gauzypeor laden on bullocks; the au-
mil, at a place called Manjee, took
off the falt-petre from the bullocks,
and drove away the bullocks, and the
falt-petre is lying at the aforefaid place.
Alfo that one boat of the Company’s
laden with falt-petre, the officer at a
place called Seefan has {feized, unladen
the falt-petre, nor will let it pafs. A~
gain, that four boats laden with bee-
tle-nut, which were proceeding im
the way, purfuant to a duftuck from
the chief of Dacca fatory, the fou-~
gedar of Rajemahl has detained, want-
ing to colle&t a duty. If I have any de-
fire to remove all fufpicion from your
breaft, I muft punifh my officers one
and all; that agreeably to the letter
which you have written and given to
me, the affairs of my government,
and the Company’s trade, thould go
on in a courfe lefs interrupted than
heretofore ; and no fingle‘article of
goods that has the Company’s duftuck
with it fhould be impeded; norhould

, ¢ there
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there be in any place the leaft obftacle
to your buying and felling the coun-
try commodities ; but upon falt, to-
bacco, beetle-nut, and dried fith, I
fhould take nine per cent. upon the
coft, and give my own duftuck ; but
that the officers of my government
feign orders of themf{elves, and report
abroad, that the Englifh gomaftahs
are not to be allowed in the country,
nor any one buy or fell, or do any
manner of bufinefs with them. That
by thefe proceedings, the agreement
concluded between you and me is to~
tally broken, and there will be ano-
ther treaty made, in which it will be
particularly exprefled how my officers
are to act, and how the Englith go-
maftahs ; and fince letters from me
to you, and you to me, with their
anfwers, are not lefs than a month in
coming, and you cannot allow that
the Company’s bufinefs, and that of
the Englith gentlemen, fhould remain
in fufpence for my order; that there-

fore I muft write to Meer Syed Ma-
¢ homed
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«¢ homed Cawn at Moorfhedabad, and
¢ to Mahomed Allee Beg at Dacca, that
¢ as a new treaty is intended to be made
<¢ and ratified by both parties; until it
¢ is concluded and fent to them, they
<« muft caufe the bufinefs of the Com-
¢ pany, and private gentlemen, to go
¢ on in the manner it formerly was con-
« dufted ; and that if my officers in the
< provinces a&t contrary thereto, you
¢“ will fend the Company’s forces to
¢ clear your bufinefs.”

S1r, although with refpe& to the cat-
tle for carrying your petre, I know there
has been no obftru&tion atall ; yet I have -
fent orders every where, to examine into
the affair of the bullocks laden with pe-
tre, and alfo the boats. Hereafter I
will write you the particulars, and fend
them. And with regard to the boats
laden with beetle-nut, on which,you write
Cootub Aalum demands duties. Sir,
before the arrival of your friendly letter,
Cootub Aalum had reprefented in an
arzee to me, that there were fome boats,
of which you had releafed before his face

, all
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all but four, which remained, and which,
becaufe of a forged duftuck, you left in
charge with him, and proceeded on your
way. Herewith I inclofe the arzee for
your perufal.

SiNcE you were pleafed to obferve, in
the agreement before alluded to, that
my duftuck was to be along with the
purchafe, and fale of beetle-nut, and o-
ther articles of inland trade ; beyond all
doubt Cootub Aalum, without being
fthewn my duftuck, would not let the
boats pafs, in which cafe my officer does
not appear to have committed any fault.

" Be you the judge in this affair.

As to what you write of the diftur-
bances of my officers, it appears from
thence, that the agreement made be-
tween us the Council has not affented
to; to be fure, whatever your gomaftahs
write, is all exaétly juft and proper, and
my people tell nothing but lies and bare-
faced falfities. I muft have all loffes in
your trade made good to you; but who
will indemnify me for the lofs of reves

nues, juftly due to my government? .
i I musT
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I MmusT cut off my officers heads;
but your gomaﬁahs, who are guilty of
oppreflions, receive encouragement from
you. You know very well, Sir, that I
never defired fuch a treaty, it was mere-
ly in compliance with your pleafure, that
I affented to it. Now that the Council
do not agree to it, and want to make ano-
ther treaty, this is unreafonable. Three
demands which I formerly made to you,
I now again repeat. 'The firft is this;
from the beginning until now, the Na-
zim of Bengal correfponded with the
Governor of Calcutta, as I have and da
with you, having no correfpondence
with the reft of the Board.

THE {fecond is, I have before remark-
ed to you, that the Company’s trade has
been eftablifhed from time immemorial ;
but, at prefent, befides the Company’s
trade, the gomaftahs of the Englifh gen-
tlemen have fet up the trade of falt, to-
bacco, dried fifh, timbers, &c. and pur-
chafe from the country people by force
and extortion, and are continually mak-
ing unjuft difputes and wrangling with

- my
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my officers, {o that the poor, the inha-
bitants, the merchants, and manufac-
turers of my country are opprefled, and
both you and myfelf are traubled with
unjuft vexations. Now I fay, that your
gomaftahs are to trade as heretofore, in
merchandize imported and expaorted ; and
are to refrain from thofe articles of trade,
which interfere with the revenues due to
my government, and are a caufe of dif-
putes, and the ruin of the inhabitants
and poor people.

THE third is, whether your will is,
that I fhall have the charge of the ex-
pences of the army, and management of
the country, and his Majcfty’s revennes ;
and that your gomaftahs thall carry on
thofe branches of trade, which were ne-
ver allowed in the country, opprefs the
country, by interfering in the govern-
ment, under pretence of trade, and that
my officers fhall not have their dug ay-
thority, nor offer to oppofe them. Jf
this be the cafe, it is out of my power
to carry on the bufinefs of this fubah-
darrece. I wifh not to be concerned in

a charge
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a charge of fo much vexation ; you may
be pleafed to find out fome other that
will undertake it. For my part, I am
heartily tired with thefe difputes and
wraaglings. Why do you take the
trouble to fend forces againt my officers?
Why do not you write to them to quit
their ftations, and repair to me, for they
hawve no forces to oppofe you? You are
fenfible, that in Chittagong, Midnapoor,
and Burdwan, which, agreeable to trea~
1y, I ceded to the Company ; nota man
of mine ever enters, and I refrain even
from providing the cuftomary cloths for
my own ufe. If you do not determine
juftly for me, it is 2 matter of great {fur-
p.ize.!’

Capy sf a Letter from the Nabob to the
&Governer. Dated February 26, 1763.

¢ OUR letter is arrived, and has
much rcjoiced me. You write,

that, ¢ by a copy of the letter which
¢ Mahomed Allee Beg wrote to Meer
“ Abdulla, the aumil of the perganah
“ of Sundeep, it appears, Mahomed
¢« Allee
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¢« Allee Beg’s intention'is, that_not a
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fingle Englithman fhall be fuffered in
the country; that, moreover, he has
occafioned much lofs to the Compa-~
ny’s bufinefs, and therefore the treaty
made between us is totally broken
by Mahomed Allee Beg; thatI muft
bring the aforefaid perfon to punifh-
ment, or you cannot fit by inative,
and let the Company’s bufinefs go to
ruin; alfo, that the Chief of Lucky-
poor, neither imprifoned my yefla-
wal, nor killed any burcandaflee,
nor detained Golam Ahmud; and
that all which Mahomed Allee Beg
wrote to me, on that fubje, is falfe.”
SIR, you know very well who the

perfon is, that occafions all the mifchief
between us. ‘The punithing of Maho-
med Allee Beg is a trifle ; and God will-
ing, when I arrive in Bengal, if he thall
have committed any fault, I will chaﬂ:xze
him.

BuT youhave no power to punith any

perfon that creates mifchief under your

adminifiration ;
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adminiftration. Your order is abfolute,
with refpe& to my people, but you have
not the leaft command over your own.

IT is highly incumbent on you to
call fuch perfons to an account, or they
will occafion a rupture between you and
me. From the beginning, even until
now; I bave never meddled with a fingle
gomaftah, or any one of your people;
but your chief, who has before confin-
ed my officers, now again wants to fend
troops againft them, and have them
brought bound. It is furprifing that
you retort this charge upon me.

Y ou accufe me of thefe things, tho’
I have no hand in them ; but what occa-
fion is there to alledge the complaints of
your gomaftahs, for a pretence to tell
me, that Mahomed Allee Beg, by his op-
preflions, has broken the agreement be-
tween us. Sir, expreffions of this kind,
imply fome other defign; fince, I have
never feen or heard, that any fervants,
by their mifbehavior, fhould deftroy a
treaty concluded by their fuperiors. You
muft be fenfible of this, and why will

Vour. 1II. C you
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‘You 'throw' the blame upen another ?
"'Whhat Jeflarut Cawn, and Mahomed Al- |
ulee Beg, formerly wrote on the fubje&
of my yeflawal’s confinement, I imme-
'distely tranfmitted to you, as they re-
lated it, and this you are greatly offend-
"ed at. But when you, in conféequence
of an information from the chief of
Luckypoor, infifted, that Mahomed Al-
lee Beg had killed your feepoys, what
better proofs had you of that charge,
that you are now fo much offended at
this trivial complaint of theigs ? For, at
this time alfo, my yeflawal, who is ar-
rived, and was interrogated before me,
makes the following relation, viz. that
*¢ when he reached Luckypoor, he thew-
¢ ed my duftuck to Golam Ahmaud, that
¢ {carce an hour had paft, when, the
<¢ chief of Luckypoor factory {ent 200
<« men, and furrounded him when he
« was alone, and unattended, and ill
< treating him, carried him off as faft
<«¢ as they could, with many ats of vio-
<¢ Jence : that the chief aforefaid, and

¢ others of the people employed under
'{; him,
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¢« him, faid, ¢ We made Jaffier Al-
#¢ lee Cawn Nabob, and afterwards
¢ turned -him out again; and Coffim
¢ Allee alfo, is one of our fetting up,
¢« and this duftuck, which you have
¢ brought, we will pay no regard to.”
“ That with fuch infults they kept him
< three days in confinement, but the
¢ hircarra efcaping, carried this news
¢ to Jeflarut Cawn, and Mahomed Al-
¢« lee Beg; that foon after, in confe-
<« quence of a letter from the Governor
¢« of Calcutta, to the chief there, he

“ was fent with Golam Ahmud to me.
AT the time the chief aforefaid had
confined my yeflawal, with all this ig-
nominy and ill treatment, how did Ma-
homed Allee Beg know that he would
releafe him after three days, and fend him
to me ? Had not your letter arrived, he
never would have releafed my yeffawal.
It was in confequence of the account of
the hircarra, that Jeflarut Cawn, and
Mahomed Allee Beg, wrote me the par-
ticulars of my yefiawal’s confinement.
As you are a wife man, weigh well the
C 2 behavior
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behavior of the Englith and my officers,
and judge which fide is injured, and who
are the perfons that a& contrary to our
agreement, and fecretly fpread infamous
and injurious reports to the prejudice of
mcen of charalter.

T'o conclude, how many fleets of boats
are there at Patna! Yet cannot I get {o
much as a fingle boat to crofs the Ganges;
and the very boats that I had procured,

the people of your factory there have for-
cibly taken from me.”

THE Nabob’s letters of the 26th of
February having been read in Council
the 7th of March, it was refolved, that
the following anfwer fhould be wrote
him by me as Prefident.

The Governor's Letter to the Nabob.

H A vE received your letters of the
26th of February, which having
read to the gentlemen of Council, they
agree with me in opinion, that there ap-
pears throughout a general difinclination
20 give us any fatisfation for the inter-

3 r UPHODS
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ruptions and ill ufage which the bufinefs
of the Englith Company and gentlemen
has received from Mahomed Allee, and
other officers of your government; and
that both your letters feem on the whole
rather an evafion, than an anfwer to my
reprefentations. I am therefore now, in
my own name, and in the name of the
gentlemen of Council, to give you the
following account of what has been hi-
therto refolved on by us. The Firmaun,
and other public orders of the Court,
together with the fubfequent treatieswith
the Nabobs, having been referred to,
and ftri&tly examined, we find that the
Englifh, having the Company’s duftuck,
are thereby entitled to carry on their
trade, as well foreign as inland, in the
provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa,
duty free. By the tenor of them there-
fore the Council are determined to abide.
We have however taken information of
the cuftom that has hitherto prevailed in
the different parts of the country, with
refpe& to the Englifh paying a duty on
certain articles of inland trade, and from

C 3 thefe
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thefe we learn, that the articles of falt’
and tobacco are the only ones which have
paid fuch duty ; and that the latter ar-
ticle has paid it only at the factories of
Luckypoor and Dacca. This being the
cafe, and as we do not mean to break
entirely through this eftablithed cuftom,
although the aforementioned grants give
us a full fan&ion to trade duty free, we
have determined, that a confideration
thall continue to be paid to your govern-
ment on falt, after the rate of two and
half per cent. as will be explained to you
by Mr. Amyatt *, and the method of
collecting it fettled by him. With re-
{pe&t to our gomaftahs, we cannot admit,
that they fhall be under any actual con~
troul of the officers of your government ;
but we have laid down certain-reguta-
tions, whereby to reftrain them ftrom
committing injuries, or abufes on the
country people, as well as to dirett them
to make their complaint to the chief of
the factory, in cale of receiving any from

your

* Who was at the fame confultation appointed
to carry the refolutions of the Board to the Nabob.
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your officers or dependents ; and the faid
chief will take the neceffary meafures
for putting a ftop to them.

Cories of the Firmaan, hufbul-
hookums and treaties, together with the
rules for colle&ting the aforefaid duty on
falt, and guiding the condu&t of our go-
maftahs and your officers, will be fent to
you by Mr. Amyatt and Mr. Hay, whom
myfelf, with the Council, have thought
proper to depute, to explain to you more
fully the juftice of thofe rights and pre-
tenfions,

WiTH refpect to the complaintswhich,
have already been made, we do infift on
juftice againft all thofe officers of the
government, who may be proved guilty
of the extortions and obftructions laid to
their charge; and that reparfation fhall
be made for the loffes occafioned thereby,

ON the other hand, all the complaints’
made by your officers in different parts
of the country againft Englith agents or
gomaftahs, have been referred to the ex-
amination of the gentlemen of the fato-
ries, ncareﬂ: to thofe places from whence
C4 * the

|
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the.complaints have comes and whate~
ver injuftic. it may appear they have
committed, we fhall be particularly care-
ful to caufe them to make amends for.”

‘T'His letter, as I have before obferv-
ed, was to be wrote him by me as Pre-
fident, which was the ufual form of the
country correfpondence ; but Mr. John-
ftone, for fear the Nabob might not yet
be fufficiently convinced of the autho-
rity of the Council, moved, that a let-
ter thould be wrote him by the whole
Board, to inform him, that all power be-
Ionged to them. This motion was over-
ruled by the majority, who thought it
fufficient, that an addition fhould be
made to the foregoing letter upon that
fubje&t. The following are the pro-
cééaings in this debate, and the additi-
onal’ paragraphs which were drawn up
in confequence.

Extrait
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Extrad# of Cenfultation of March 7, 1763.
Mr. Johnftone’s Minute.
“c R. JoENSTONE moves, that a
letter fhould now be wrote by
the Board to theNabob, in anfwer to the
firft of his three demands, explaining to
him the powers of the Council ; that it
is with them in fa& he a&s, altho’ their
opinion is tran{mitted thro’ the channel
of the Prefident ; and that therefore he
thould confider them in the firft degree.
Further, that in it the Governor’s letter,
containing the regulations, fhould be
re-demanded ; and that the letters now
fent thould be figned by the Board, and
fealed with the Company’s feal.

THE fecretary being direfted to col-
le& the opinions of the Board on this
motion of Mr. Johnftone’s, the feveral
members delivered the fame as follows.

Mr. Watts’s Opinion.

MRr. WaTTs is of opinion, thata
paragraph fhould be inferted in the let-
ter to be wrote to the Nabob, explain-
ing to him the powers of the Board; and
that the letter fent by Mr. Vanfittart to

the
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the Nabob, fhould be demanded back
as from the Board; but that the letter
now Jent be forwarded under the Prefi-
nent’s feal.

Mr. Marriott’s Opsion.

Mz. MaRrriorT is of the fame opi~
nion with Mr. Watts.

Mr. Hay's Opinzon.

M=. Hay thinks, that the explana-
tion regarding the powers of the Coun-
cil, thould be made to the Nabob in =
public letter, agreeable to Mr. Joha-
ftone’s motion ;3 but that the demand fos
the letter containing the regulations,
thould be made in a letter under the
Prefident’s feal.

Mr. Haltings’s Opznéon.

"Tue Company have plainly declared
their intention, that all correfpondence
with the country powers fhall be carried
on thro’ the channel of the Governor ;
and as an alteration of this cuftom will
{fubject the Nabob (who has mot been
ufed to fuch a method, nor ¢an be & judge
of the propricty of it) to great perplexi-
tics, and tend to create a breach botwési

us,
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us, I obje& to any letter being wrote to
the'Nabob, but with the Prefident’s feal.

As to an explanation of the powers of
the Board, the Nabob to my knowledge
is well acquainted with them, nor is fuch
an information in any wife neceffary.

IT is alfo unneceffary to demand back
the Governor’s letter to the Nabob, as
it will of courfe be annulled by the new
regulations.

Mef. Cartier and Billers’s Opinzon.

Messieurs Cartier and Billers are of
the fame opinion with Mr. Watts.

Myr. Batfon’s Opinion.

MR. BaTson agrees with Mr. John-
ftone in opinion, that the authority of
the Board fhould be aflferted, and the
Governor’s written agreement be de-
manded back ; and that itis the intereft
of the publick, that the correfpondence

fhould be carried on by the Board.

Major Carnac’s Opsnion.
Major CARNAC is of opinion, that
the Nabob either does not, or will not,
undecftand the powers of the Board;

and
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and therefore they ought to be foexplain-
ed to him, as to admit of no difpute;
which cannot be done any way fo effec-
tually, as by a letter wrote under the
publick feal, as propofed by Mr. John-
ftone in his minute; and that in the
fameletter, the Governor’s, containing the
regulations thould be demanded back.
Mr. Amyatt’s Opinion.

MR. AMyATT is of Mr. Watts’s o~
pinion.

Major Adams’s Opinion.

MAjor ApaMs is of opinion, that
the Nabob’s letters thould be anfwered,
by the Prefident, in the name of the
Board, under his own feal, which with
the purport of the letter, will fuffici-
ently convince the Nabob, that the pow-
er is lodged in the majority of the Coun-
cil ; and he thinks the re-demanding the
letter, will more properly become a part
of the inftru&ions to Mef. Amyatt and
Hay.

The Prefident’s Opiniorn.

Tue Prefident obferves, that he had
already explained to the Nabob, more

than
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than once, the powers of the Board,
when he wrote the letter in queftion;
but that as the Nabob now affects to be
infenfible of the powers of the Board,
and inftead of complying with his agree-
ment, endeavors to make the worft ufe
poffible of the letter, he thinks he thould
be wrote to in the terms propofed by
Mr. Johnftone; but that it fhould be
wrote, in the ufual manner, through the
channel of the Prefident, as any other
method is contrary to the Company’s
ftanding orders, as well as detrimental
to their affairs.

THE majority of thc Board being of
Mr. Watts’s opinion ;

ORDERED, that two additional para-
graphs, exprefling the fenfe thereof, be
added to the letter, which is above-di-
;eéted to be wrote to the Nabob by the-
Preﬁdent, that the whole letter be drawn
up by the fecretary, from the refolutions:
of Council; and when approved by the
members, be {ent to the tranflator, with
direCtions to render it into Perfian, ap-
plying to the Prefident for the moonfheg,

who
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who ufually writes the letters for that
purpofe.” v

Copy of the additional Paragraph te the
Letter to the Nabob.

. YOU mention in your letter, that
it has been cuftomary for the Su-

bahs of thefe provinces, to negotiate
only with the Governor; and that yéu
alfo have done heretofore, according to
that cuftom, and that you will not nego-
tiate with any of the gentlemen of
Council. In anfwer to which, I muit
acquaint you, that although it is very
true, negotiations with the Subahs are
carried on by the Go:vemor,only, yet
that, and all other bufinefs, depends up-
on the opinion and determination of the
Governor and Council together ; and, in
this manner, affairs being confidered and
refolved on, the Governor is only the
channel through which it is made known
to the S8ubahs, of which alfo you cannot
but be fenfible, as I have often ac-
quainted vou with it before. It is very
’ true,
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true, that the regulations of trade, agreed
on between you and me, are not approv-
ed of by the Council, and therefore can-
hot take place ; and fusther, the ill be-
havior, and violent oppreflions, com-~
mitted by your officers in all parts, by
aa abufe of the authority granted them
by that agreement, are fo notorious aad
infupportable, that if they are not putan
immediate ftop to, the friendfhip be-
tween us will be broken ; and, as it is
to be feared, they will continue to a&
in the fame manner, until they are ac-
_quainted from you, that the intended
“agreement is annulled ; I defire you will
fend back that letter to me, and acquaint
your offiters, in zll parts, that you have
1o returned it.”

. 'THE obvious tendency of this motion
points out, but too plainly, the factious
fpirit which dictated it. Since nothing
could have fo effeCtually convinced the
Nabob, of the weaknefs of our govern-
ment, and the power of his enemies ;
befides, that by claiming his acknow-

ledgment
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Tedgment of an authority, to which tie
had never hitherto been accuftomed ; and
by throwing the correfpondence into a
new channel, which he knew to be con-
trary to the rules of our government, a
fnare was laid to aggravate the difputes,
by his difowning that authority, or by
the perplexity which it muft of courft
lead him into, was he even inclined to
comply with it.

THEe difputes were now rifen to fuch
an height, that it became neceflary, ei-
ther to put an end to them, by a peac’e-
able negotiation, or declare an open wat
againft the Nabob. The former expe-
dient was preferred ; and it was agreed,
that one of the members of the Board,
thould go on a deputation to the Nabob;
and treat with him upon the terms of
our future alliance. Mr. Amyatt offer-
ed himfelf for this fervice, which was
unanimouily accepted ; and, at his own
requeft, Mr. Hay was afterwards joined
withhim, in the fame commiffion, which
was to take place as foon as the Nabdb,

who



Tranfaitions in BENGAL. 33

whe was immediately acquainted with
it, would fignify his approbation of it.
AsouT this time, we received a let-
ter from the Chief and Council at Patna,
advifing us, that the Nabob was return-
ed from his Napaul expedition, in which
he had been defeated; and that he had
croffed the river, and lay encamped at

Jaffier Cawn’s garden, about two miles
from the city.

. It was now refolved, that a letter
fhould be wrote to the Nabob, infifting
on a pofitive anfwer, to the demands
made by the Board, for his annulling the
orders, which he had given to his offi-
cers. In the mean time, thofe orders
fubfifting, and the unlimited powers,
given to the fubordinate faGories, were
produive of daily difturbances, the na-
tural confequences of jealoufies, inflam-
ed to the higheft pitch on both fides.
From Dacca advices arrived, of a fray
hetween the officers of the government,
and a party of feepoys difpatched to re-
leafe fome boats that had been flopped
at Jaffier Gunge, in which, the brother

Vor. III. D of
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of ' thé chokeydar was flain, br dange-
roully wounded s and, on the fame day,
a letter from the gentlemen 6f Patna,
informed us of their having fent an offi<
cer, with three companies of feepoys,! to
Mow, to free the bufihefs of the fa&o-
ry, which had received fome interruption
at that place, and to feize the perfons
concerned in it. ‘'This the officer effet-.
ed, taking Akbur Allee Cawn, the Na-
bob’s colle&tor, prifoner, whom he car=
ried to Patna, and left a guard of twelve
feepoys at Taajepoor, to take care of tHes
Company’s falt-petre. ‘The Nabob, ind
cenfed at this outrage, committed al«
moft before his eyes, in the firft impulfé
of his paffion, fent out a party of soo-
hotfe to intercept the feepoys, and re-
leafe his officer ; but arriving too late for
this fervice, they marched againft the
fmall detachment at Taajepoor, and at-
tacked it. The feepoys defended them-
felves with great bravery, but four of
the -number being killed, the reft fub-
mitted, ad were carried, with the Com-
pany's gomaftah, prifoners before the-
' Nabob,
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Nabeb, who contented himfelf with re-
prispanding the gomaftah, for being the-
infirument of fuch an infult on his dig-
nity, and difmiffed them.

T u e Nabob’s behavior, upon this oc~
cafion, thews how much he was irritat-
ed by it; and, at the fame time, how
careful he was, even upon the greateft
provecation, to avoid coming to extre-
mijties. The hircarras, or other bufy
people, about the faGory, took occafion,
upon this event, to carry news to Mr.
Ellis, that the Nabob was refolved to
march back immediately from Ponarac,
where he then lay encamped, and attack
the faGtory. Mr. Ellis, whofe animofi-
ty againft the Nabob, and wifthes for a
rupture, made him give eafy credittoevery
fuch report, f{pread their intelligence
without delay ;5 we were informed of it
by the Chief and Council at Patna, in
their letter of the 1s5th, and of their
own refolution in that cafe, to poflefs
themfelves of the city. This I now dai-
ly expetted to hear of, for I, but too
plainly faw, that Mr. Ellis fought only

D 2 a pre-
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P LAY L

a pretence to commence open hoftilities ;
But ‘the prefent occafion was happily r6=
moved by the Nabob’s prudence;'in pro-
ceeding dire@ly to Mongheer; wheré&he
arrived foon after. SRTEN

Tue letters from Mr. Ellis and the
Council of Patna, and thofe from ‘th¢
Nabob, upon the above tranfa@ions, tho®
little differing in the relation of the plain
matters of fa&, I fhall notwithftanding
infert, as they contain the moft evidetit
marks of the difpofition of each at this
time. k

)

Copy of a Letter from the Chief and Coun-
cil at Patna to the Governor and Cownt
ct/. Dated March 6, 1763. E

. E now enclofe you tranflatg of

a letter from the Company’s
gbmaftah at Mow, which will give you

a pretty juft idea of what lengths the

Nabob intended proceeding to, and how

greatly he would have diftreffed our af-

¥airs, had he not been timely checked.

* EARrLY this moming we detached three

cHbmpanies of feepoys to Mow, under

2o ! ‘ "the
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the command of lieutenant Downie, with
orders to clear the Company’s bufinefs,
in.that diftri&, and feize all thofe who
have interrupted it, agreeable to your
dire@ions. We beg your further orders
with regard to punithing them, and can-
not help oebferving, how neceflary it is
that fome examples fhould be made, in
arder to put an ecffetual ftop to this
growing evil.

‘THE Nabob marched two days ago
from Jaffier Cawn’s garden, and is now
encamped near Futtuah.”

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob fo the
Governor. Dated March 5, 1763.

§& IgH AV E had the pleafure duly tg re-
., ceive three of your favors; dated
ghe 7th and 8th of Shaaban, and under-
fland the particulars mentioned in them.
. AT a time when this government was
loaded with a balance of revenues due to
the King, the arrears of the troops, and
debts owing to the Englifth, I marched
out of Beppal, and repaired to the ex-
szemity of the province of Bahar, in or-

D 3 der
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der to fettle thefe'matters. That coun-
try being thus left without a ruler, every
village and diftri¢t became ruined by the
oppreflions of the Englifth agents and go-
maftahs, an entire ftop was put to col-
le@ing the revenues, and the merchants,
and the poor, and all my officers, and
muttafeddees of the public and private
receipts of cuftom, were diftrefled, and
deprived of their daily bread ; and I am
a fufferer in the revenues due to my ad-
miniftration, by near a krore of rupees.
I have in the mean while made continual
complaints and reprefentations of this
injuftice, and informed you particularly
and circumftantially of all matters: ne-
verthelefs you have been pleafed to ob-

ferve, that my officers are to blame.
WHEN you favoured me with a vifit
at Mongheer, I laid before you all my
concerns. You were very earneft in fet-
tling all difputes between my goverment,
and the Englith Companyand gentlemen,
and their gomaftahs : and you in fome
meafure comforted rhe, and perfuaded
me, that ‘< from that time bufinefs would
! ! ¢ be
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« becagried.-oninaproper manner,and my
‘¢ gavernment neither injured, opprefled,
¢ ordamaged.” Afterwards,onyour retufn
to Calcutta, contrary to your agreement
with me, you detached forces, to carry
on the bufinefs of the Companyand Eng-
lith gentlemen by compulfion, and to
beat and chaftife my officers if they of-
fered to fpeak a word. For thefe three
years I have not got a fingle rupee, nor
a thoufand rupees ; nor one piece, nor ten
pieces of cloth ; nor a bundle of broad
cloth, nor ten bundles; nor a pair of fcif-
fars, nor {fo much as aclafpknife, fromthe
HEnglifh gentlemen, or their gomaftahs’;
at the fame time, they have by violence
levied fines and penalties, and fums for
loffes in their trade, on my officers, and
£l continue to levy them ; and if any of
my officers refufes to fubmit to this, they
pour a ftorm of complaints on his head.
L.aATELY you have repeatedly ordered
me, ‘ to let the bufinefs of the Com-
.“¢ pany, and the Englifh gentlemen, and
, < their gomaftahs, go on as was cufto-
¢ mary heretofore_in tg:e different parts
«¢ of the provinces of Bengal and Bahdr ;
’ D 4 “ to
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“xsarifuffer! the.inoney and *bulljon df
sroyanr faGtories. to be caoined into fickas
¢nin my mints; and to have the wickat
¢ and intrenchment in the city of Patna
<¢ opened.” Inothaving it in my power
o refufe, have given you the free ufe'of
my mint, and dire®ed the wicket to be
wpened, and a ftop to be put to co}le&-
¥ng cuftoms upon traffick in the tom-
modities of my country, from all meri-
chants, pykars, and dilolls, in the pro-
vinces of Bahar and Bengal ; and I have
Jaad all gauts and chokeys, both in the
leity- and country round about, entirely
‘Feimiowed.
rirAry thefe :my lofles, are owing en-
Yirely to the favor and indulgence of the
-OousicH 5 becaafe that my being like the
- Wahbb Meer Jaffier indebted to his Ma-
Jafty, and embarrafled by my troops, and
Ineduedd to his fituation, is what they ap-
“provenof. 1However, I can never approve
18 rmy ' people and merchants being dif-
rigfbiibd; my tountry opprefled, myfelf
~defpifed, dnd {pbjeCted to daily infults,
2iligd shlywofficers. and. fervants ill treated.
21 have therefore chofen to give up all
thofe
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thofe pbints to you. Now I am in ex-
pectation of your anfwer, to informme
if my life is fafe; or if there is any
thing elfe to be done ?”

From the Nabob fo the Governor, dated
March 5, 1763. .

<s Y OUR friendly letter, dated the
8th of Shaaban, is arrived, and

I am happy with the news of your welfare.
You write, that the opinion of the
Louncil is as follows. ¢ They are all ve~
¢ ry defirous of affifting and fupporting
‘“ me in my government, but cannot
bear with patience, that my officess
fhould impede or damage their com-
¢ merce ;3 that the report of your fetting
¢ up another Nabob is the weak infiny~
¢ ntion of defigning men ; that the re-
< folution of the Board is, to make fuch
¢ an agreement in purfuance of the royal
<¢ Firmaun, and the rules of equity, as
may leave no room for difpute in fu-
¢ ture, between my officers and their
¢ pomaftahs.” How can 1 bring my-
feif firmly to credit this, fince Mr. Ellis
. jis

€€

€€

£LE€
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is one of the Gouneil, whe, for thefe twa
years pafl, bas been epndeavoring all, in
his, power to hurt my affairs, and make
me appear little in the eves of the worlds
nay, is at this time taking pains daily to
involve me in trouble, parading his com-
panies of feepoys to provoke me ; and o-
mitting no opportunity of depreciating
mhe both in this my own country, and to
Shuja-ul Dowla, and other great men at
cotirt, fending all whatever he can de-
vife to my difcredit, by means of Shitab~
roy to Shuja-ul Dowla, &c. and faying
alfo whatever comes uppermoft in his
mind tomy prejudice in publicafiemblies?

In regard to what you write concern-
g the royal Firmaun, and your having
in view the preparation of another trea-
tys ‘wheniyou favored me with your com-
pany it MongHheer, I told your frequent-
ly, that < the power of your people was
¢ great, but I had little to oppofe it. I
<> defired yob to conifider, nor entertain
< the notion, that any agreement would
‘¢ ‘Be binding with people accuftomed to

«¢ -alls of oppreffion.” Is not this an in~
- ftance
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ftance of oppreffion, that the falt-petre
farms, which I have allowed unto you
gentlemen, upon the produce of which
you ufed to pay formerly three, and three
and half rupees per maund, you now for~
ciblyhold at one and three-fourth of aru-
pee, plundering and injuring my people ?
Inthis manner my countryis togoto ruin,
and I may not utter a word. Befides all
this, you write, that it is my own offi-
cers who create thefe difturbances, ex-
ercife oppreflion, and injure the falt-pe-
tre farm. This being the cafe, how can
any treaty ftand good between us ¢ And
how can it take effet, if fuch oppreflion
continues ? Befides, as you havedifpatch-
ed the Company’s troops to chaftife my
officers, if they but murmur at thefe e-
vils, why need you trouble yousfelves to
make any other treaty? In my fervice,
there is not one who can prejudice me
againft you in any affair. Under you
there is Mr. Ellis, who fails not to pre-
judice you with evil infinuations againft
me, as you muft fee and be fenfible,
the’ you connive at it, and fay nothing on

the
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thc fubjc& o7 but you are plqafed to ;hmk
(Jdonotknow upon what grpunds) that I
have evil-minded people in my feryvice. -

I AM at lofs how to a& under thefe
cenfures, and muft own myfelf infuffi-
cient, if regulations of this nature take
place. Be pleafed, therefore, to fet me
free from theuneafinefles of fuchanadmi-
niftration ; and fet up a perfon for con~
du&ting it, whom the Council may bet-
ter approve.

Furyr well I know, that they will
both condemn me, and injure your good
name, and bring this about at laft. Why
da they wait for a charge againft me ? It
is not the part of honeft men, to bring
an unj juft charge againft any one, witha
view to compafs other defigns; it is
bctter that youy do it at this time.”

Copy of a Letter jfrom the Chicf and
‘Council at Patna, to the Governor and
€ountil. Dated March 12, 1763.

TH E following is an extralyof a
s let:? from licutenant Déwhie
0o 4 he Chief, received laft night. < I

s¢ have
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¢ have the pleafure to acquaint you, | that
“"I have juft now feized Meéef Acbﬁr
«i "AMlee, whom I thall fend to you; I
¢ have likewife taken pofleflion of the
«t falt-petre he feized from the Compa-
¢ ny, and that which he colleéted from
«¢’his perganah, and fhall have it carri-
«« ed to Mow as foon as poffible. I will

<« 'sijow proceed to Durbunghy, to catch -
«t: the other oppofer of the Companys
«t- trade.”

MEeeR AcBUR ALLEE arrived here
about noon, under the charge of a fu-
bahdar, and 5o feepoys; we have called*
him before us, and the excufe he makes’
for his violent proceedings, is, that he’
whad fetting up to a& as the Company’s’
somiaftah. We again repeat our requeft,
tHat you will favor us with your orders,
what we are to do with this man, or ény
other, who may act in the like manner.”

é’aj)_y of a Lezter from the Chief and Coun-
cil at Patna to the Governor and Coun-
¢tl. Dated March 15, 1763.

WE‘ acquainted you the l;fh

’tﬁat licutenant Dowme had
made
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made Meer Acbur Allee a prifoner, and
taken pofieflion of the Company’s petre
at Taajepoor, where he left it in charge
of a havaldar, a naick, and twwelve fee-
poys, till it fhould be removed to the
factory at Mow. ‘This patty was at-
tacked by a body of goo horfe, fent-for
that purpofe from the Nabob’s camp, by
whom four of them hawve been killed,
three wounded, and the remainder, with
the Company’s gomaftah, carried pri-
foners to the Nabob. The Nabob has
halted at Ponarac, and we have intelli-
gence, that he propofes returning here
to attack us. Should he carry his threats
into execution, we fhall immediately pof-
fefs ourfelves of the city, as the moft
effeCtual means of rendering his evil de-
figns abortive:”

Copy of @ Letter from the Nabob to the
Governor. Dated March 11, 1763.
Y OUR two favors are arrived, and

have regjoiced me. You write,

« ghat Mr. Middleton, who refides at.

¢« Luckypoor, wrote a letter-to you, and
¢« the

L4
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s¢, the reft of the Council ; that you have
<, fent me a tranflation thercof, with
<« copies of the letters which Aca Ma-
<« homed Nizam,andSyed BuddulCawn
<« wrote to the faid genatleman, and o~
<< -thers. ‘That Golam Hoflein is a
<« moonfthee of the Company’s falory,
<« and Mahomed Gazy, collector of the
<« Company’s taalook, annexed to Lucky-
<« poor; that now Mahomed Allee wants
¢ to plunder the officers aforefaid, and
<¢ feize their perfons; that it has been
<t always an eftablitfhed rule, that the
<« fervants of the Company remain at
< the difpofal, and in the pofiefiion
‘¢ of the Company ; and Mahomed Al--
‘¢ lee Beg wants to break through it;
<¢ that the faid taalook has been in the
«¢ poffeflion of the Company, from the"
<¢ time of Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn.
<¢*Moreover, that Cootub Aalum, my’
¢ officer at Rajemahl, wrote a letter to
¢ Mr. George Gray, a copy of which
“¢ you have alfo fent; that he, in like
‘¢ manner, wants to feize apon the Com-
¢ pany’s taalook, and to remove the ba-

€€ zar
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<« zar of the faCory; that you have
«¢ {ent me a copy of the letter you wrote
<« tohim ; that you are defirous of a ftop
<¢ being put to thefe difputes; and that
«¢ the bufinefs of both our governments.
may be carried on in a proper man-
«¢ ner ; but it is daily difturbed by the
villainous proceedings of my officers,
particularly Mahomed Allee Beg;
<¢ further, that Syed Jelaul Bocary ftops
your boatsladen with falt, and demands
¢ extraordinary duties upon them.”

‘Tue tranflated copies of Mr. Middle-
ton’s letters are arrived, and I fully un--
derftand the purport of them.

Since all this wrangling on the part
of the gentlemen has arifen on account
of duties, I have, for that reafon, puta
flop to the colle&ing of duties, and cuf~
toms, in all diftri&s of the provinces;’
fubje& to me, as well as to coining of
money in all my mints; I have alfo had
the wicket in Patna opened, as I before:
wrote for your information. Now that
youare pleafed to write complaintsagainft

Mahomed Allee Beg, I have removed
: him
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him from Dacca, and fent for him hi-
ther ; fo you may chufe whom you will,
amongft the Europeans, to take the ma-
nagement of Dacca. Although Maho-
med Allee Beg has neither plundered any
one, nor placed guards upon the houfe
of one individual ; yet to put an end to
all the blame which you heap upon me,
I have fent for him hither. But Ellisis
he who has twice committed thefe dif-
turbances, and not long fince placed a
guard svpon my own dwelling, I mean
the fort of Mongheer; and, at this ve-
ry time, has detached three companies
of feepoys, and two pieces of cannon,
with intent to feize my officers, and has
aCtually furrounded the fort of Taaje-
poor. I know not the reafon of all thefe
infults from the faid Ellis, nor will I
put up with fuch violent proceedings
from him, wherefore I have written as:
much for your information.”

Caopy of a Letter from the Nabob fo the
Governor. Dated March 14, 1763.
“ IT has been owing folely to the

friendfhip and regard which I bear
Vou. III. E to
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‘20 you, that I have hithertvo conftantly
born in my mind, the marks of your fa-
vor; and, for the friendthip and kind-
nefs which you have thewn to me, I
have put up with every thing until now,
that my patience is quite exhaufled.
Whatever is to be done, do you, Sir, do
it yourfelf; why fhould you caufe my au-
thority to be infulted, and my honor in-
jured, by your fervants, and people of
Yow chara&er ? One man may eafily con-
tinue in friendthip to one man; but
to be dependent upon ten people, is be-
vond the power of man.

I HAvE, 1n no wife, been deficient in
the obfervance of the treaties which you
made with me, but, from the beginning,
have fcrupuloufly complied with all my
agreements.

AT this time, that you have been
pleafed to write to me to keep- open the
wicket, and entrenchment in the ci-
ty of Patna, and for trade to go on as
ufual, I paid all due refpeé to your let-
ter, and immecdiately complied with its
contents. Ihad fentfor Mahomed Allee

Beg
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Beg fromt Dacta, and I was on.my way
from Pdtna fowards Rajemahl, and had
reached Barr, when Mr. Ellis fent three
companies of feepoys, with two guns,
in order to furround my fortrefs of Taa-
jepoor, befides other companies towards
Durbunga, Mow, Teegra, Sircar Sarum,
"Tekarry, and other diftri@s in different
parts of the province, by which my af-
fairs -have been fo much hurt, that an
entire ftop is put to the colletion of my
revenues.

I xNEW not in what light to confider
all thefe difturbances, plunderings and
ravages ; fo, upon information of tlis
news, I difpatched Mahomed Ameen
Cawn, one of my jemmatdars, towards
Taajepoor, that he might enquire par-
ticularly, and bring me intelligence of
the caufe of fo much diforder. He had
not | reached the place, before the com-
pames above-mentioned had taken hold
of Acbur Allee, Naib of Sheer Zaman,
my aumil at Taajepoor, and carried
him away to Patna. My jemmatdar
wrote me thefe particulars; in anfwer to

E 2 which,
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which, I fent him orders to bring your
gomaftah, refidingat thefactory of Taaje~
poor to me, thatI might enquire of him,
why my aumil had been feized and car-
carried away.

WraEN Mahomed Ameen Cawn drew
nigh to the faGory, your feepoys there,
by order of the gomaftah, fired upon him
without challenging him. My jemmat-
dar, having no other refource, made ufe
of the force that he had, feized your go-
maftab, and brought him to me. Iex-
amined into this affair in the beft man-
ner, and then difmiffed your gomaitah.
I found from him, that my aumil was
by no means in fault ; but Ellis, having
fixed the blame of all thefe tumults and
diforders upon my aumils, under pre-
tence of the falt-petre, merely from his
own hatred to me, and violence of tem-
per, has created thefe difturbances, and
perfeveres in them. You wrote me here-
tofore, that by keeping the wicket in
the city of Patna fhut, a report would
ing all probability prevail amongft the
people, that thc Company and I'were

at
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at variance. Ellis for two years paft has
been making all thefe difturbances, in
order to demean me, and injure my af-
fairs. OughtI not to be informed, how
I am to confider thefe proceedings, and
what is the reafon of them ? You are my
friend, bound to free me from all thefe
infults, which I never can bear with.
Since the faid gentleman has proceeded
to ats of violence againft my officers,
fhould my officers, for the fake of their
characters, ftand upon the defenfive, you
are not to reproach me with it; but if
you are inclined to allow of Mr. Ellis’s
actions, you will do well to give the
country to him, that you and I may be
freed from the vexations of it; for I am
convinced, that the Council will not put
an end to thefe difputes.

I sAavE halted here at Barr two days,
on account of this affair ; to-morrow 1
fthall march towards Mongheer.

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob fo the
Governor. Dated March 15, 1763.
as I H A v E been favored with your let-
ter, together with copies of a per-

E 3 wannah
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wannah to Mahomed Allee Beg, and other
papers. You write, ¢‘that Mr. Seniar paid
¢ thedutiesupongooomaundsoffaltatthe
¢ Shahbunder, took a pafs, and difpatched
¢ his falt; but Syed Jelaul Bocary ftop-
¢ ped it, and required a further duty up-
‘¢ on it. That at Rungpoor, a duty is de-
¢ manded upon all kinds of goods; upon
¢« which account, the bufinefs of the
¢« Englith gentlemen, and their gomaf-
s¢ tahs, is entirely ftopped. That at
<« Shewgunge, belongingto Dinagepoar,
¢ Ramnauyt, my Naib there, has col-
¢ le&ted money, under pretence of a tax,
<« for the fupport of poor and indigent
<< people. That Roy Mohunlell, aumil
¢ of Bahar, demands a duty upon opi-
<¢ um. That as your gomaftahs, about
<< Rangamettee, are diftrefled through
<¢ a {carcity of pravifions, you have fent
<« {fome feepoys thither, ta bring Syed
¢ Jelaul Bocary to you.”

FromMm the beginning to this time I
have looked upon myfelf as obliged to
you; and have affented to every thing

you cither fpake, wsote, or negotiated
with



Tranfattions in BENGAL. 55

with me, upon any affair whatever. I
have to preferve the friendfhip between
us, put an entire ftop to the colletion
of all kinds of duties, and cuftoms upon
merchandize, as well inland as foreign,
both from you and the reft of the Eng-
lith gentlemen; and all other people both
great and {mall ; nay, tho’ it was plain-
ly to the detriment of my affairs, yet to
avoid all difputes between your govern-
ment and mine, I have fthut up all my
mints ; and I have likewife fent for Ma-
homed Allee Beg from Dacca. Now
you will pleafe to confider if you have
{poken, or written to me, upon any other

matter, that I have not complied with.
NorwiTHSTANDING all this that 1
have done to preferve your efteem, and
although you have exprefied the finceyeft
friendfhip, and regard for me, yet your
fending feepoys to feize my officers and
bring them to you, will convince all
mankind, what folid foundation the
friendfhip and love between us is built
upon. Thefe kinds of reports may be
E 4 \ fuitable



56 A NARRATIVE of the

fuitable to your intentions, but they
are by no means agrecable to mine.

I ToLDp you face to face, and have
written again and again to you, that on
account of the difference of difpofition,
betwixt me and the Englifh gentlemen ;
I looked upon myfelf as infufficient for
this employment; accordingly, it were
much better, that in the fame manner
as they gave it once o me, they now de-
liver it over to whomfoever they may
think proper.

IT is very far from the chara&er be-
coming you, to write me letters breath-
ing nothing but friendfhip ; and, at the
fame time, to give ear to the unjuft
rgports of your own people, and take
fteps towards a rupture.

Ir you are willing to thew yourfelf a
friend, immediately order back Syed
Jelanl Bocary, to his own diftrit; and
brgak not up the foundation of our
frigndfhip ; in doing which, by the by,
yQ'u are not backward; fince, I think
there is no great favor in fending your
fegpays againft my officers, and in writ-

. ing
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ing to me on fuch fubje&s. If you are
ftill refolved to make ufe of forces, do
not write to me, for I will not return
you an anfwer upon fuch matters.

In the Nabob’s ewn Hand.

SvucH difturbances as the Englith have
fet on foot, were never known in any
government, till the time of Meer Ma-
homed Jaffier Cawn; that they fhould
fend feepoys and feize the officers of the
goverment, and carry them away; at
the fame time, that the Nazim was look-
ing on, without taking notice of it. All
my forbearance has been owing entirely
to the friendthip between you and me.
If the Englith gomaftahs will carry
on their trade, according to the cuftom
practifed by other merchants, it is well.
If not, I have no refource, but to make
ufe, as you do, of expreflions tending
to diffolve our friendthip. My reputa-
tion and honor are dearer to me than
life. If youn are inclined to let friendthip
fubfift between us, you ought to lay a-
fide thefe difturbances and altercations,
which muft produce a rupture; and if

you
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you are inclined to break with me, let
me know it immediately, that I may have
nothing further to do with thefe things,
for I can bear them no longer.”

'Tue Nabob’sletters of the 11th, 14th,
and 1 g5th of March, having been read in
Council, the 24th, it was refolved, that
the following anfwer fhould be wrote
him by me as Prefident.

Copy of the Letter to the Nabob. Dar-
ed March 24, 1763.

“ I HAvVE received your letters of the
11th, 14th, and 1 gth inftant. With
regard to the interruptions of our trade,
and the difputes which have happened
between the dependents of your go-
vernment and ours; our original orders
were to apply to you, and your officers,
for redrefs, on any occafion of complaint
on our part; but this was fo often done
without effect, that finding the inter-
ruptions and difturbances daily increafe,
infomuch that our bufinefs was, in moft
parts, put an entire {top to; we had no
' remedy
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remedy left to make ufe of, but that of
force, to free our bufinefs; and there-
fore, difagreeable as it was to us, we
were obliged to give fuch orders to all
the fadtories, of which you have been be-
fore duly advifed.

WaAT Mr. Ellis has done in the
Patna province, for clearing the Compa-
ny's bufinefs, was agreeable to the faid
orders, fent him by the Board; and I
muft here particularly obferve, with ref-
pe&t to that gentleman’s not applying to
you for redrefs on any occafion, that you
have abfolutely put it out of his power,
by declaring, that you would not anfwer
any of his letters, and having really left
unanfwered four which he actually wrote
you.

I »o not find that you have yet given
orders to any of your officers to forbear
from obftructing our bufinefs, as they
ftill continue to do it, to the utmoft of
their power, excepting in thofe places
where our troops are a&ually ftationed
for its proteétion ; when you have given
fuch orders as fhall put an end to thofe

- obftruc-’



60 A NARRATIVE ¢f the

obftructions, we, on our part, will not
interfere with your officers, or the affajrs
of your government.

I sAvE wrote you before of our re-
folutions and demands, and now I again
acquaint you, that we fhall infit upon
a compliance with them in every point.
Myfelf, as well as the Council, are hear-
tily refolved to {fupport you in your go-
vernment, and all its rights; but if you
oppofe our people in the execution of
orders, which we have authorized, and
with which you have been acquainted,
we fhall look upon fuch a condut as an
open declaration of war; but to fthew
you our earneft defire to prevent fuch
an event, we continue in our refolution
to fend to you Mr. Amyatt (who will be
accompanied by Mr. Hay) for the pur-
pofe we have before wrote you, as foon
as we fhall receive your anfwer to that
Yetter.

I musT in this letter take notice of
two particular phrafes, that you make
wle of, fervants and men of low charaéler.
I am very unwilling to fuppofeyoucould,
. by
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by fuch unbecoming expreffions, mean
the gentlemen of Council; but they with
me infift upon an explanation, as we

will by no means fuffer ourfelves to be
treated with difre{fpe&.”

IN my letterto the Board from Mong-
heer, which contained the regulations
made with the Nabob, I mentioned a
refolution expreffed by him, to abolith
all duties whatever in his dominions, to
avoid the daily difputes between our peo-
ple and his officers, who collected them.
‘This he now actually put in execution,
as appears by fome of the foregoing let-
ters. It was known at Calcutta by pri-
vate advices, before the receipt of thof¢
letters, and became the fubject of a frefh
difpute, which was opened by Mr. John-
ftone in confultation, the 22d of March,
As all the arguments on this fubject are
fully ftated in the minutes entered upon
it, by the feveral members of the Board,
I fhall only enter thofe minutes, adding,
that it was refolved upon, by a great mas
jority, that this exemption was a breach

of
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of the Company’s privileges; and that
the Nabob fhould be pofitively réquired
to recall it'’; and colle@ duties as before
from the country merchants, and all o-
ther perfons who had not the proteé‘cron
of the Company’s duftuck.
Myr. Johnftone’s Minute.
<¢ N o public advices having been yet
received from the Chief and Council at
Patna ; and the inftru&ions for Mef. A-
myatt and Hay being now lying for con-
fideration; Mr. Johnftone begs leave to
deliver in copies of funnuds, iffued at
Patna, &c. by the Nabob, received in
private letters, ordering an exemption
to all merchants from duties of every
kind on their trade for two years. As
this proceeding appears deftructive to
the Company’sroyal privilegesandrights,
Mr. Johnftone thinks it merits the con-
fideration of the Board, to concert mea-
{ures to prevent this injurious attempt of
the Nabob, which he conceives beyond
his authority as a Subah, raifed and fup-
ported by us, without any rcvocation of
our grants, by the King himielf; and
that
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that we neither can, nor ought to ad-
mit of it, confiftently with the truft re-
pofed in us by the Company, while they
have placed the means of fupporting
their rights in our hands.
Mr. Watts’s Opinion.
<« Mr. WATTS is of opinion, that the
Nabob’s taking off duties on all goods,
mauft be highly detrimental to the Com-
pany’s trade ; that it is a ftep ke, as Su-
bah of Bengal, has no authority to do
without permiffion from the Mogul ; and
as the Mogul has always deemed the
Englifh, in a much fuperior light to the
Nabob, he thinks it is incumbent on
them to infift, that the duties be col-
le&ed from other merchants as formerly,
otherwife our privileges, granted to us
by the Firmaun, &c. will be entirely
overfet.”
Myr. Marriott’s Opinion.
<« MRrR. MaARrRrIOTT thinks, that the
Nabob, in iffluing out the late perwannah
to take off duties from all trade, has
acted quite contrary to the Company’s
intereft ; and muft, if not put a ftop to,
prevent
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prevent our procuring the ufual inveft-
ment, as the goods in confequence will
be dearer, the quantity fmaller, and the
quality much inferior.

THAT this order appears to have been
done with a defign to prejudice the Eng-
lith affairs in this country as much as pof-
fible, as the rights and privileges we hold
over other European nations; and the
natives of this country, are now become
void, and what has coft the Company
fo great an expence of blood and trea-
fure, is now rendered of no fignification.

THAT the making our Firmaun pri-
vilege of no effe&t, which he has done by
this order, is the fame as if he had en-
tirely prevented us trading with a Com-
pany’s duftuck, and demanded duties as
he has lately done.

THAT we ought, at all rates, to infift

on his recalling thefe orders, and fthould
he refufe, look upon it as a downright

declaration againft the Company’s in-
tereft, and a& with him as an infringer
of our rights.”

Mr.



Tranfaltions in BENGAL. 635

Mr. Hay’s Opinion.

. It appears to Mr. Hay, that the Na-
bob’s remitting the duties on the whole
trade of thefe provinces for two years, is
done with no other defign, than to pre-
‘judice the affairs of the Englifh, and ren-
der of as little ufe as poffible, the pri-
vileges they enjoy by the grants they, are
pofiefied of ; and that this ftep has been
pointed out to him by the Armenians, or
fome others, whofe intereft it is, that the
&nglith fhould be loaded with that, more
than double cuftom of nine per cent. in
hopes that the Company, within the
fpace of two years, may, from an
apprechenfion of their own trade being
hurt, order that this extravagant duty
thould be paid, or that the inland trade
fhould not be carried on by their fer-
Vvants. The Nabob will be no lofer by
this meafure, for he will undoubtedly,
at the end of the two years, make the
merchants anfwerable to him for the du-
ties on the goods, in which they trade
in the interim. ‘This is the beginning
of a game that will, no doubt, if a ftop

Vox. III, F is
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istmot put to it, be continually played
to the difadvantage of the Englith Com-
pany. Mr. Hay is therefore of opinion,
that it fhould be made known to the
Nabob, that we look on this meafurd &s
defigned to prejudice the Company’s af-
fairs ; and that we will not quietly fe¢
him proceed in meafures, that can an-
fwer no other purpofe than the overfet-
ting our privileges.
Mr. Johnftone’s Opinion.

I exTIRELY agree with Mr. Hay’s
opinion. I have heard it urged, that
the Nabob is mafter in his territories, and
may therefore remit to his fubjets any
advantage accruing to his revenues, by

‘duties colle@ed in the country. To me
at-appears quite otherwife, nor can I con-
ceive that the Nabob, whom we have

sradfed to the Subahthip, and have hither-
to fupported him in it by force of arms,
in oppofition to the King, can ever have
thereby acquired a right to undermine,
and entirely ruin, the rights and advan-
tages, the Company, at an immenfe, ex-

Jpence, obtained: by grants from the fo-

. vereign
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vereigny of the kingdom, or by treaties
with the foregoing Subahs; all which
this man has bound himfelf to maintain,
and confirm to us in their fulleft extent.
Had fuch an attempt been made by Jaf-
fier Allee Cawn, or Serajah Dowla, to
render of no ufe and effe@, the fingular
advantage our nation enjoyed, by the
privilege of carrying on their trade un-
der the duftuck; furely, every one muit
have confidered fuch proceedings as the
plaineft declaration of their enmity, ill-
will, and fixed refolution to ruin our
trade, fuperiority, and influence through
the country, by reducing us on a foot-
ing with all other European or foreign
traders, and even with the very Bengal
inhabitants. I imagine, that no power
we have been pleafed to inveft thisNa-
bob with, can ever authorize him to take
fuch a ftep, to the prejudice of the Com-
pany, or juftify us to our employers, to
permit it to take place. Nothing lefs
than an order from the King at Delly,
could claim our regard in this point;.
and even that I believe the Company
: F 2 would
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putation to him would appear to me ra-
ther hurtful than beneficial.

Myr. Cartier’s Opinion.

MRr. CArRTIER efteems the copy of a
funnud, from Coffim Allee Cawn, to
- the Naib of Patna, dirg¢tting him to lay
open the trade of the country to the
natives, &c. for the fpace of two years,
free of all duties and taxes, purpofely
done to render void, and counteract thofe
regulations we have been deliberating
upon, for thefe laft two months, for the
bettereftablithment of our particular pri-
vileges, and to {et proper baundaries to
our own, as well as the Nabob’s power.
That this grant will very materially af-
fect the Honorable Company’s invef-
ament in every branch, not only in point
of price, but the amount of their order ;
that the former will be greatly inhan-
ced, as the latter proportionably decrea-
Jded, from the fwarm of purchafers this
indulgence muft neceflarily produce; and
that the Honorable Company’s particular
privileges and grants, derived to, them
from the authority of the great Mogul
.z F 3 will
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will be rendered invalid, and of no con-
fequence by this ftep ; that we are firqpg-
ly interefted, from every motive of good
and wife policy, to prevent the fame from
taking effe®, more particularly as its
taking place would overfet our influence,
and rufn that diftinguithing mark of fa-
vor, received from the Court of Delly.
That if it be allowed a right inherent
in the Nabob, to do as he pleafes with
the revenues of his country, and to thew
all manner of indulgencies to his fub-
je&s ; it will as naturally follow, that it
becomes neceflary in us, to prevent any
innovation in his government, that muft
evidently be attended with bad confe-
quences to the Honorable Company’s af-
fairs ; he is therefore of opinion, that all
poflible endeavors fthould be tried to pre-
vent this funnud from taking effect ; and
that the methods neceflary to be applied
to anf{wer this purpofe, merit the confi-
deration of the Board.

Mr. Billers’s Opinion.
MRr. BiLLERS agrees entirely in opi-
nion with Mr. Marriott.
) Mr.
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Mr. Bation’s Qpuuion., , . ,, ,

Ty Nabob’s giving up the dutics on
all trade in the country, is evidently de-
figned to undermine and deftroy the pri-
vileges, which the Englifh enjoy by the
King’s Firmaun ; and Mr. Batfon thipks, ,
that he has been encouraged in this, and |
feveral other {chemes, prejudicial to the
Englith, by a faQion of Armenians and
others, from private and corrupt views,
and that therefore we fhould take tl;c
moft effeCtual methods to prevent this
fcheme from taking place.

WHAT has been urged by fome gen»—
tlemen, that the Nabob has a right to_
do what he pleafes in his own country,_
would better become his vackeels, than
members of this Board. .

MR. BaTson thinks we fhould ep-
pofe, to the utmoft, all his attempts a-
gainft the Englith interefts.

Mr. Amyatt’s Opinion. ..

MRr. AMYATT coincides in opipion

with Mef. Marriott and Hay.

¢
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‘Fhe Préfident!sdnd My HHdfihgs s Opindor.
i IN our; tetterto the '‘Badrll) -of ; the
r5th of December, .from Mongheet, it
s noticed, thdt the Nubob had dedlared
this refolution to talde off all cuftoms, and
day:.trade entirely' open, ih cafe the dif-
«putes between ws, concerning the cuf-
. toms on the private inland trade, vould
not be amicably fettled, and we infifted

. ©mcarrying it on free of duties. The
‘freafons ;he gave for this rcfolution are
there mentioned, viz. ¢ That if we
<« thought our privileges extended fo
-1 ¢¢ far, and would carry on our trade in
ff .all articles, free of cuftoms, of coutfe
-4 -the country merchants could have lit-
sff «tle. fhare, and the duties- proceeding
.55 sherefrom would be fo inconfidera-
¢ ble, that he thought it would be

¢ $¢ more 'for the advantage of his reve-
niff pues, to encourage the merchants in
¢ «general, by.an entire abolition of all
114 enftoms, ~which would remove at
,“- ence -the- principal. caufe of thc dif-

, 15§ putes :between him and ‘' ns,” We
addk}di@ thig fame Jetters that-we -had dif-

. fuaded
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fuaded the Nabob frata-this-nicafufe, let
it thould prejudice the Gompany’s- bufi-
nefs, by enhhancing the number of pur-
chafers, and rendering the duftuck ufe-
lefs ; and mentioned this as an argument,
why we ought to confent to pay cuftoms
on our private inland trade, not to ritk
hurting the Company’s intereft, for our
own particular advantage.

IT has however been determined by
the majority of the Board, that we thall
trade in all articles cuftom-free, as well
from place to place in the country, in
commodities produced in the country, as
in foreign imports and commodities for
exportation ; which refolution being de-
clared to the Nabob, he on his part has
determined to take off cuftoms in gene-
ral, and lay trade entirely open.

W e cannot think him to blame in this
procetding, nor do we fee how he conld
do otherwife. For altho’ it may be for
our intereft to dettrmiine, thut™ we will
have all the trade in o hands, fhat we

-will empléy: our dwn 'péople Y& make
falt, talse‘every articlerof ehi¢ produce of
- the
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the country off the ground at the firfk
hand, and afterwatds fend it where we
pleafe free of cuftoms: we fay, tho’ it
may be for our intereft to make this un-
limited ufe of our force, yet it is not to
be expetted the Nabob will join with us,
in endeavoring to deprive every merchant
of the country of the means of carrying
on their bufinefs, which muft undoubt-
edly foon be the cafe, if they are obliged
to pay heavy duties, and we trade in every
article on the footing beforementioned.

Ne1THER in our opinion could the
Nabob in fuch circumftances collet e-
nough to pay the expence of the chokeys
colle®ors, &c. fo that trade would be lia~
ble to clogs and interruptions, without
any benefit to the government. As to the
Nabob's rights to lay trade open, it is
our opinion, that the Nazim of every
province has a right to do any thing for
the relief of the merchants trading under
his protection, without waiting an or-
der from the Court.

Bzsipes, there is at this time no Court

nor King, nor has been for fome years; _
and
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and therefore the Nazims maft of neceffi-
ty manage their feveral governments, as
they fhall judge beft for the general good.
Anwnbp if either the Nabob Serajah Dow-
la, Jaffier Allee Cawn, or Coffim Allee
Cawn, have a right to give up to us thofe
duties which their predeceflors received,
or permit us to trade in articles we were
before excluded from, of courfe they
have a right alfo to make regulations in
favor of trade in general. We there-
fore think, that all we have to do on this
occafion is, to take fuch precautions, as
may prevent this order from prejudicing
the Company’s inveftments, by f{eeing
that the weavers employed in that fer-
vice are not engaged or taken away by
other merchants, which is a right we
have always exercifed ; and this being
done, we hope the prefent regulation,
inftead of being a prejudice to the Com-
pany’s bufidefs, may be an advantage to
it, as well as to the country in general,
by rendering the neceflaries of life cheap-
er, and particularly thofe of the poorer
fort, as rice, falt, beetle-nut, tobacco, &c.
Opinion
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= it o lOpdhion of the Muajority. i n
-+ I'r. being the opinion of the Board,
that the revoking of the abovementioned
funnud be a point infifted upon from the
Nabob.
*Refolution in Conféguence.

AGREED, That anadditional paraggraple
be added accordingly to the inftruftions
given to Mefl. Amyatt and Hay.”

. X HAVE before * taken notice of a pro-
hibition of one of the Nabob’s letters to
Mahomed Allee, to take any duties from
,goeds which had my duffuck, and of
Ahe advantage which Meflieurs John-
ftope and Hay took of that expreffion, to

faflaét upon me, as endeavoring to except

my own trade from the tax levied on that
off others, When the inftructions to
Mefl. Amyatt and Hay came to be de-
bated: betore the Board, it was moved in
asninnte of ‘Mefl. Johnflone and Hay,
shat they fhould be dire&ed to enquire,

. ®ehgether any private agreement had been

siade, between the Nabob and myfelf re-

. fpeting.my.own trade. It will be fuffi-

.

cient
* Sce pag. 425, in Vol. 1L,
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cient on this fitbje® to entesitheir mi-

niite, and - my own anfwer and obferva-
tions. on if.. ¢

i;“:x}'traﬂqf do;g/z‘zlz‘atioan‘ March 28,1763,
Mejf. Johnftone and Hay’s Minute.

we ME SSIEURS Johnftone and Hay

propofe, that it fhould be made

an article in the inftructions to Meff. A-

myatt and Hay, to inquire of the Nabob

what his meaning is, when he fays, that

Mr. Vanfittart’s own particular gomaftzh

thall be excufed the duty laid on the

trade of the Company, from one part of

the country to the other, in‘cafe they

' produce Mr. Vanfittart’s public of pri-
vateduftuck ; for as this affair new' fdnds

reprefented, it will appear, that a pri-

‘ vate agreement has been €ntered into Be-
tween Mr. Vanfittart and the Nabob, to

put all that trade into Mp. Vanfittart’s

harids, which the réft of the:Englith

were deprived of by the tredty laid -be-

fore the Board ; and a$s the order of ‘the

Nadbob to Mahomed Allee ippeared-be-

'f:)‘re the'Board’s difipprobatian wasliatwn

to
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to the Nabob, confequently the Compa-
ny will expe& to have it enquired into.
The Prefident’s Minute.

THE Prefident defires it may be mi-
nuted, that he is the firft to defire fuch
an enquiry may be made; and in the mean
time, that he can refer to the papers he
delivered into Council the firft of Febru-
ary laft, to prove that he was the firft to
give orders to his agents to pay the duties
agreed on ; and to that very letter * of
the Nabob’s to Mahomed Allee, read in
confultation the 2d of March (from which
thofe gentlemen have taken their obfer-
vation) to prove, that his bufinefs was
ftopped as foon as others after the regu-
lations, not only in his private inland
trade, on which he agreed to pay nine
per cent. duties; but alfo in the cloth
trade provided for him by a duftuck :
and it is in dire& reference to this laft-
circumftance that the Nabob fays, < if
¢ the faid gomaftah. has the Company’s

<« or the Governor’s own duftuck, you
‘ ¢ are

* See the letter Vol. II. page 427, which is an
anfwer to the Governor’s complaint of fome of his

cloth being ftopped.
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¢ are hot to impede him.” Asa further
praof, that the Prefident never defired
any fuch order from the Nabob, he lays
before the Board the following Extract
of a letter which he wrote to the Nabob
on the fubject the 6th of March *. He
concludes with obferving, that as thisis
not the firft inftance of Mefl. Johnfione
and Hay’s endeavouring to fcandalize his
charater, there is no room for being
furprized at it.

On the 3oth of March I received
two letters from the Nabob, complain-
ing of the injuries done him by the
Board, and the infults to which he was
daily expofed, in very warm and expref-
five terms ; and the next day a letter ar-
rived from the gentlemen at Patna, giv-
ing an account of a fkirmifh between
fifty of our feepoys, and fome of the Na-

bob’s people near Gyah. Thofe letters
were as follow.

* See this extra® in page 427. in Vol. II.

Copy
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Copy of a Letter jfrom the Nabob ro the
Governor. Dated March 22, 1763.
s Y O UR agreeable letter, in anfwer

to what I wrote you is arrived,
and I uynderftand the contents, viz. ¢ You
¢ laid my two letters before the reft of
¢ the Council, from the perufal of which,
¢ it appeared to you, and the .whole
“« Board, that notwithftanding all the
¢ injury Mahomed Allee Beg, and o-
¢ thers, had been, the caufe of, yet I am
“ unwilling to examine into it, and con-
“¢ cern myfelf in the clearing it up;
«¢ wherefore, you write me the parti-
¢ culars of your refolves as follows.

““ You carefully perufed the Royal
¢¢ Firmaun, &c. from which you un-
¢ derftand, that the Englifh are to trade
«¢ with the Company’s duftuck duty-free
¢ every where in ports, and alfo in in-
¢ land places, by land and by water,
«¢ throughout the provinces of Bengal,
<¢ Bahar and Orifla. Theapproved and
¢ f{teady refolution of the whole Board
¢ upon which, is to act agreeably to the

¢ Firmaun and your funnuds.
<« But
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¢« BuT in examining this matter you-:
obferved, that upon fome certain ar-.
ticles, it was cuftomary in fome ger-
tain places, to give a certain confi-
ration ; upon tobacco in two places,
namely, Dacca and Luckypoor ; nei«
ther you, nor the reft of the Council,
are defirous of annulling an eftablifh-
ed rule; and upon falt, you will let
me have two and a half per cenz.

¢ SmouLD my officers injure the Eng-
lith gomaftahs, the Englith gomaftahs
are to reprefent their grievances to the
chief of a factory, which he is to de-
termine without favor or affe&ion.

¢« ArL1 loffes that have arifen to the
gentlemen of Council, through the
oppreflions of my officers, upon proof,
you lay me under the neceflity of mak-
ing good to you; but until my offi-
cers receive orders, that the agree-
ment between you and me is not to
take effe@, they will not refrain from
injuftice ; I muft therefore return

you the letter of agreement betwixt
Vov. III. G “ you
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* you and me, and write to all my of-
$* ficers, that I have returned it.”

BeroRre this, I fent for Mahomed Al-
lec Beg, in order to enquire into parti-
culars. All whatever you may have paid
him, by way of cuftom, either in mo-
ney or merchandize, and can fend me
his own fealed receipts for, I will make
him repay in money, and will feverely
punifth him.

You, and the reft of the Board, in
conformity to the Firmaun, huibul-hoo-
kums, &c. funnuds, are willing ta give
me fomething upon tobacco, in two
places, namely, Dacca and Luckypoor,
and will let me have two and a half per
cent. upon falt. Why fhould you take
upon you fo great a hardthip ? As I pe-
ver got any thing by colleCting duties,
and they arc a caufe of endlefs difputes
between us, I have entirely put a flop to
colle&ting cuftoms.

I aAMm. not ignorant of the nature of
your Firmauan apnd Hufbul-hookums. I
have been twenty or thirty years in Ben-

gal, and am perfeétly acquainted with
every
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every article in them. But not to go fo
far back. In the time of the Nabob
Meer ]Jaffier, when notwithftanding I
ftood your friend, it was a difficulty to get
ten or twenty timbers from Chittagong,
for building your houfes ; then what was
become of your Firmaun and Hufbul-
hookums ? And, at prefent, that I am
Nabob, where are they come from ?

You are refolved, that the determina-
tion of all difputes with my officers, fhall
reft in the power of the chiefs of your
factories.

THE juftice of the chiefs of the fato-
ries is this; they abufe and beat my offi-
cers, and carry them away bound.

WitH refpe& to ycur writing me, to
make good in money the loffes the gen-
tlemen have fuftained. In the provinces
of my government, half is in land rents,
and half is in cuftoms. You have taken
half the country, and by your favor, I
have not reaped fo much as a fingle
farthing, on account of the cuftoms ; and
the half of land rents which remains,

'goes to the payment of my feepoys. A-
G 2 ny
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ny other perdon, therefore, that you caa
pitch upon, you will agree with, for
making good your loffes.

You demanded a perwannah to all my
officers. Copies, both of a perwannah
and funnud, for exemption’ of duties,
which I wrote to every one of my offi-
cers, are fent inclofed toyou. Ifanyof
my officers fhall a& contrary to my or-
der, therein fignified, he fhall be pu-
nithed. You write me, to fend you
back the agreement made between us.
The only agreement you made with me,
is a letter you wrote to me, which I
fend back, agreeable to your dire@ions.
If the former treaty, on which I depend-
ed, is of no ufe to me, and I have not
pafled a fingle moment free from trou-
ble and difpute, will a freth treaty be of
ufe to me ? If you write to me tor the
f{)rmer treaty, it thall be alfo fent you.”

)

Cipy of a Letter from the Nabob zo the
Y Governor. Dated March 22, 1763.

¢ OUR favor, dated the 2 sth of
* Shaaban, is arrived, and I am

happy
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happy with the news of your welfare ;
the copy of Rajah Nobit Roy’s letter,
which was inclofed, I have alfo receiv-
ed and read. You write me, that < it
¢ is plain from Rajah Nobit Roy’s let-
<< ter, that I demand duties upon opium.
«¢ That your right to trade in this, is
<« founded upon the Royal Firmaun,
¢¢ Hufbul-hookums, and former fun-
¢ nuds, which, with all other rights and
<¢ privileges, the Englith are refolved
fteadfaftly to maintain, nor fuffer any
infringement. That you will fend e
copies of the Firmaun and funnuds
*“ by Mr. Amyatt. That I muft write
‘¢ to all my officers and fougedars, that
trade may be carried on as ufual ; elfe,
in cafe of my delaying to do fo, a
a rupture would happen between me
< and the Englifth.”

Tue affair of duties is as follows.
On account of the oppreffion of the
Englith gomaftahs, there has not fo
much as a fingle farthing been colleted
by way of duties. Nay, fo far from it,
you form collufions with fome of my

G 3 people,
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people, and exact fines from others.
And many merchants, who ought to
pay cuftoms, have carried their goods
duty-free, through your prote&ion. Up-
on this account, I have entirely given up
the collection of duties, and removed all
chokeys wherefoever eftablithed. For
why fhould I fubje@ my chara&er to be
reproached without caufe, on account of
duties ? If any one of my people fhall
infift upon duties, I will feverely punifth
him. As to what you write, of your
grounding your rights upon the Fir-
maun and former funnuds, I have been
twenty or thirty years in this country,
and I am perfetly well acquainted with
the nature thereof. But you ought to re-
member, that your gomaftahs, until the
time of Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn,
traded only in fome certain articles. Nay,
altho’ I ftood your friend, you were una-
ble to provide ten ortwenty timbers from
Chittagong for building; but now, in my
adminiftration, your gomaftahs make fo
many difturbances, and are guilty of fo
great injuries, that I cannot enumerate

them.
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them: Judge, therefore, from thefe cir-
cumiftances, who is the oppreflor,’ and,'
who the opprefied.

You write, that in cafe of my delay-
ing to fend orders to my officers, a rup-
ture muft happen between us. It was
needlefs for you to write this to me, fince
before your letter Mr. Ellis never let flip
any opportunity of bringing about a rup-
ture, and thewing his ill-will to me, and
brought the affairs to this length. Nor
has he ever omitted any occafion of per-
plexing my affairs, and difgracing my
officers. Why need I continue to re-
peat thefe things to you ? Itis the cuftom
of Europeans, to change their chief every
three years. As three years of my being
Nazim are almoft expired, and you have
never had any pretence, by any devia-
tion on my part; therefore, with a view
to effet a change, and turn me out, you
have been raifing all thefe difputes andal-
tercations, and have written toyour gomaf-
tahs, to commit difturbances and ravages
in my country; and have fent troops,

to beat, bind, confine, and carry off my
G 4 ofiiccrsy

[ X4
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officers, expecting that I would accord-
ingly make fome ftir, and youwmight be
furnithed with a pretence againft me.”

Copy of a Letter from the Chief and Coun-
cil at Patna fo the Board, March23, 1763.

““ E have now to acquaint you

with an affair, which will fur-
ther explain the intentions of the Nabob,
and thew, that they are not merely con-
fined to the colletion of duties on our
trdde. A fubahdar, about the beginning
of this month, had permiffion to go and
worfhip at Gyah, and was furnifhed with
a duftuck from the chief, another from
Nobit Roy, and a letter from the latter
to. the fougedar of that place, to prevent
his meeting any infults. But notwith-
ftanding this precaution, he was madea
prifoner : the chief, upon being inform-
ed of it, fent fifty {feepoys to releafe him,
and feize the offender, which they ef-
fected, but were the next day furround-
ed in a houfe by abeut 4000 of the Na-
bob/’s trogps.from Tikarry. The fubah-
gar afked their intentions, and told them,

“'!!} x‘ l),’ ,rt' ‘. t ‘ :¢ * ) he



Tranfaltions in-Beu&avn. 88

he-had.no orders 1tds molehany periddo
Th: commander repligd, /it was:theNax
bob’s. orders, . to .cut: evaryﬁEaghﬂi.:ﬁacu
poy to pieces wherever they were found.
The (ibahdar told ‘him,  he: would not
fubmit fo tamely.  After much’ alterca=
tion, the Nabob’s -officers agreedﬁ%’“lct
them go, - provided.- they would deliver
up their arms and cloaths ; "but this be-
ing abfolutely refufed by the fubahdar,
the Nabob’s people began to fire on them,
and throw combutftibles into the houfe,
by which a havaldar was killed, and 2
few feepoys wounded. Our people‘then;
and not. before, . returned their-fire, ’hnd
defended themfelves :till. the e"irem:ng;
when they marched out of the’ houfe,
beinging their wounded ‘with them; ant
arrived here thls mornmg, W1thout ‘any
further lofs.~ -~ . R
~Tre people, who weére” the dhgmal
mﬁrumcnts of thismifchief " bj \feizi‘ag
the fubahdar; efcaped: durihg the fray's
and inithe prefent fitdatioh of dffairs, we
~ cannot dpiare a force fufficiént!to chadlze
theis infolénce. ; - bt We doibiadt yoi
will refent it in fuch a manner, as fhall

deter
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deter' the Nabeb and hid officers from
a&ing fo in future.

Tue city is ftill in the fame uproar
and confufion, and all bufinefs, but that-
of war, at a ftand.”

WHEN thefe letters * were read at the
Board, great offence was' taken at the
ftyle of the Nabob, which was judged
to indicate fo ill a2 difpofition towardd us,
as to render all hopes of an accomino-
dation vain ; and it was moved by fome,
that the deputation fhould be fet afide;
and the army held in readinefs to march 3
but the majority being of opinion, thae
Mr. Amyatt and Hay thould proceed as
far as Coffimbuzar, and there wait till
the Nabob’s aflent to the deputation
fhould authorize them to préceed; it
was refolved accordingly, that they thould

‘ fet

® At the fame eonhiltation werd read tWo lettets
of the Nabob, toteand Mr., Amyatt, in anfwer to
the propofed deputation, Though the fubftance of
thefe letters is fuﬁicscnt]y noticed in the minutes
which follow, yet to avoid any mifconftriétion from

their omiffion, T have'wrote to Bengaf for the <o
pies, and they fhall be hereafter inferted.
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fet out. As the opinions of the Board
contain the fulleft remarks that can be
made on the Nabob’s letters, and ferve
to. throw a frefh light on the difpofitions
of the feveral members, I fhall here in-
fert them.

Extraél of Confultation, April 1, 1763.
Mr. Watt's Opinton.

HE Nabob’s letters appear to me

to contain little elfe than evafi-

ons and infolences. His condu& for ma-
ny months paft has been fuch, that there
is little room left to doubt his intenti-
ons, whichare to diftrefs the Englifh, and
depreciate their charatter, power and in-
tereft in thefe provinces ; and I am forry
to fay, he has almoft accomplifhed them.
It is natural to conclude, that a man
raifed to the Subahfhip, and fupported
by them to the utmoft, contrary to the
inclinations of the King and great peo-
ple of the country, would have fome
regard for their intereft, if not fome
friendfhip for the Englith; but his con-

du&, proves the contrary ; and she ﬁi};
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hE has puifued i in taking off all duties i is,
and will be the greateft detriment to the
Company and the Englith. His refufin
to fee Mr. Amyatt I deem an infult; i
letter bids us defiance; the preparations
he is making every where, and the rea-
dinefs he thews to quarrel with us, have
produced an entire ftoppage to trade.

MR. WarTs is therefore of opinion,
that a letter ‘be wrote to the Nabob, in-
fifting on his recalling the orders for not
levying of duties, and that the trade of
the country be carried on as formerly ;
that if he will comply with this, Meff.
Amyatt and Hay fthould proceed to him
to fettle any other points; but if on the
contrary, that we do ourfelves juftice,
and take that fatisfaction by force for the
many infults he has put upon us, which
he refufed to give;. and that orders be
given for the. army to hold themfelves
in.readinefs tp march.

. Mr.. Marriott’s OPz'niarz.

Mr. MarRIOTT is of opmlon, -that
Ix’?e Nahob’s letters are wrote in a very
gmproper-angd lndiecen.t ﬂ'ylc, andthat. he
1Cs o0t G el - mcws

[
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ﬂnwr,s thmughﬁutrgreat diftruft and dif-
fidence of +#s 3+ that notwithftanding he
ti}ink,qr from the Nabob’s altiens and
letter, particularly thefe laft, we fhould
be fully juftified in coming to an open
wagwith him ; yet a revolution is of fuch
a nature, and muft be attended with fuch
bad confequences to our character and
reputationy if not to our intereft, that it
is the laft thing to be withed for. He
therefore thinks a letter thould be wrote
to the,Nabob, informing him, that there
ar¢ 2 numbed of articles to be commu-
nicated to him by Mefl. Amyatt and
Hay, befides that of duties, for the wel-
fare and intereft of the Company, and
his own goverhment. That if he has the
thoughts of citlver at heart, he fhould
aflent to Mefl. Amyatt’s and Hay’s com-
ing upon this occafion. That our troops
have never acted, but when his officers
had dire@ly ftopped our Buﬁn%fs That
we once mpre affurehine of our wﬂlmg-
nefs to prowe him o'l occafions in
his jﬂﬁ:mightm; ‘tdd tiat we never had
an mtcntxon of fetting up a competitor

againft



o4 A NARRATIVE of the

againft him. That without he will allow
us to remove his fufpicions and jealoufies
by an interview, with two of the mem-
bers of the Board, it will be impoffible
for us to act otherwife, than as againit
a declared enemy, which we fhall then
unwillingly be obliged to, for the pre-
fervation of our rights and privileges.

TuAT in the mean time Mefl. Amyatt
and Hay, might be requefted to proceed
up as far as Coflimbuzar, and there wait
till we receive the Nabob’s anfwer; if
that anfwer fhould not defire an im-
mediate interview with Mefl. Amyatt
and Hay, or be the leaft evafive, that the
army fhould march up and a& againft
him as an enemy.

Mr. Hay's Opinson.

‘THE Nabob’s condu&t for near a
twelvemonth paft, and particularly his
method of redreflingour grievances when
applied to for that purpofe ; and his let-

ters throughout, which point out the
* fitnation in which he thinks we ought
to be kept, and his notion of the privi-
leges which we enjoy, by grant and trea-
ty,
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ty, fully declare his refolution to give
us no fatisfaction for the lofles we have
fuftained, by the unjuft condu& of his
officers, or to treat with us about thefe
affairs, or receive the deputation pro-
pofed by us, to be fent to him for the
adjuftment of them. Thefe together
convince me, was the confequence of a
rupture, with the Nabob, ever {o doubt-
ful, that it would be our intereft, and
the beft meafure that could be purfued,
immediately to march againft him, be-
fore he could do the country much harm,
or be prepared to perpetrate our ruin,
which, no doubt he would, were it in
his power; and I imagine, by his late
condu®, he thinks it is. By comparing
the condition of his army and ours, I
think it can hardly be doubted, but a
war between us muft end in his ignme-
diate ruin, although he fhould employ
hiswhole artfor fomemonthsto ftrength-
en himfelf.

IT is reafonable to think, that any
other perfon, in the Nabob’s fituation,

would be jealous of us, as long as we
continue
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continue to hold the poffeflions we have
in the country; and that nothing but
our having a fufficient force, or reputa-
tion in the country, can kcep them to
us. ‘Thefe have, in my opinion, both
been greatly leffened by a very bad po-
licy, in making the Nabob too great;
for as his power increafes, fo, in compa-
rifon, ours does diminith. 'But our re-
putation has fuffered much more than
our power, by than means; for by giv-
ing up to the Nabob thofe that we had
promifed to protect; and feeing him,
without ever making a remonftrance, ru-
in almoft every perfon in the countty,
that had ever any conne&ion with the
Englifth ; and making them promife ne-
ver to have any, under fevere penalties,
we have entirely loft that reputation
which we had, of being perfons of ho-
nor, whofe words and promifes might,
in all cafes, be depended on ; and which
rececived fuch great and irreparable hurt
by the laft revolution. This kind of re-
putation, which we have fo much fuffer-
ed in, is not only very defirable, but

highly
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highly ufeful ; but that kind of reputa-
tion which we had, of being mafters of
the country, when we pleafed, would
be equally, if not more ufeful to us, in
keeping us in poflfeflion of our lands and
rights, and preventing us from number-
Iefs broils, which a contrary opinion wilj
bring on us, and this has equally been
hurt by our policy; for the people in
the country can” never think, that our
conduct proceeded from any other caufe,
than an mabxhty to help ourfelves, or
a&t otherwife.

Having confidered this, and that it
may be of fervice to our reputation, and
in fome meafure recover us from the im-
putation of being unfaithful to our en-
gagements, to endeavor all in our pow-
er (even.by delay, which might be of the
moft fatal confequence, was it not for
the fuperiority that we have at prefent)
to bring about an adjuftment of affairs
.with the Nabob, on fuch terms as have
been pfopofed before ; which, I hope,
will fufficiently prevent its beingthought
in the country, that we are altogether

Vor. HI. H dependent
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dependent on the Nabob ; I therefore a-
gree with Mr. Marriott in what he pro-
pofes to effect it.

Myr. Johnftone’s Opinios.

TrERE is fcarce a man in the pro-
vince, that ever had any attachment to
the Englith, or any connec¢tion or de-
pendence on them, but has been mark-
ed out, on that account, and facrificed
by the Nabob, through his jealoufy and
hatred to us ; infomuch, that it cannot
be faid, we have now left us one friend
in the country, nor any to give us the
Teaft intelligence of what paffes relative
to us, in thefe times of trouble. All
we learn, is through our Chief and Coun-
cil at Patna. ‘The proceedings of the
Nabob in turning off our troops. The
ftoppage and impediments thrown in the
way of our trade, fince July laft, with-
out the removal or punifhment of any of
the authors of thefe lofles and diftur-
bances. The infolent orders he every
where iffued, to turn every Englithman
out of the country, that refufed obedi-
ence to the late regulations. The vio-

lences



Tranfatltions in BENG AL, 99

lences and oppreffions to which his of-
ficers proceeded in confequence, inwhich
he both juftifies and fupports them by
force of arms. The orders he has iffu-
ed, for colle&ing nine per cent. dutyon
opium, and on goods purchafed, that are
produced in the country, without any
diftin&ion, whether for export of inland
trade. The contemptible light in which
he confiders the-Company’s rights, in
virtue of their royal grants, and the late
treaties; and the intention he has thewn,
of reducing and confining our trade to as
narrow limits, and under as great diffi-
culties, as thofe we labored under before
the revolution ; and the open attempt he
has now made to injure the Company’s
trade, by undermining their privileges,
and rendering them of no effe&, in pre-
fuming of his own unwarranted authori-
ty to take off all duties. The attack he
ordered to be made on our factory, and
feepoys near Taajepoor, and his juftify-
ing the fame, and declaring his refolution
of oppofing force by force, on the like
occafions ; and the public threats he has

H 2 made
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.made ufe of before the gomaftdh, of ex-
tirpating the Englifth, if éver they pre-

fumed to a& againft his aurnils in fu-

ture ; though he had been .previoufly in-

formed by the Board, that our Chiefs

would act by their authority, in freeing

our trade where ftopped; or in repelling

any infults or abufes of his officers. The

ftopping and imprifoning our fubahdar,

though furnithed with the Company’s

duftuck, and attacking and killing our

people fent to relieve him, which agrees

perfectly with his own declaration in his

letter, that he confiders things already

brought to a rupture. The Nabob’s difin-

clination of entering into any new treaty

to adjuft thefe difputes. The flight and

difdain he fhews for that treaty by which

he holds his fubahthip. His exprefs de-

claration to Mr. Amyatt, that he had

better keep away than come to talk upon
bufinefs. The preparations that we are

informed from Patna, Moorfthedabad and
Pacca, he is every where making for

war, without having given us fatisfaction,
“or any reafon to hope, that he will give
us
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us fatisfaGtion,. on any of the points we
have laid down and infifted on. All
thefe circumftances, with the ftyle and
purport of his fix laft letters, which bid
us defiance in the moft infolent and un-
grateful manner, make me entirely of
opinion, that the Nabob looks upon us
as his enemies, .and waits his opportu-
nity of ruining us. That, from his a-
verfion to any advances to fettle thefe
quarrels, or credit any aflurances we have
given him of our peaceable intentions,
the mutual confidence that ought to {fub-
fift betwixt us (and without which, we
muft ever be in a ftate of war, though
it be not publickly declared) is now loft,
without any well-grounded hope of its
being reftored, which does, and muft
tend to the ruin of all commerce; and,
therefore, I can neither think it fafe nor
honorable, or that, in the Nabob’s pre-
fent difpofition towards us, it can pro-~
duce any good effe@, that Mefl. Amy-
att and Hay fhould proceed on the de-
putation ; and that till the Nabob, by
his behavior, fhews as great a defire and

H 3 willing-
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willingnefs to prevent things coming to
extremes, by condefcenfions very differ-
ent from any he has made ; our own ho-
nor, and the intereft and fecurity of our
Honorable Mafters affairs, di€ate to us,
to adopt and purfue more vigorous mea-
fures, and order the army to be held in

readinefs to march.

Mr. Haftings’s Opinion.

TrouGH I do not approve of the re-
gulations which have been refolved upon
by the majority of the Board, yet fince
they are to take place, and the difputes
with the Nabob, upon the fubjects which
gave occafion to them, have been carried
to fo-great a height, I think it neceffary
that they thould be delivered and ex-
plained to him by a deputation from the
Board, and that Mefl. Amyatt and Hay
thould therefore proceed, as before di-
re€ted, on that commiffion. The Nabob
has exprefled a defire to fee Mr. Amyatt,
and makes no other obje&ion to a con-
ference with him, on the affairs which
have been lately debated at the Board,
than his defire to avoid every fubject of
' conten-
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contention ; having with that intent con-
fented to fuch of the articles as he has
been made acquainted with. But if he
has exceeded the intention of the Board,
or not {ufficiently anfwered their expec-
tations, it is the more neceflary, that
fome gentlemen be deputed to confer
with him in perfon upon them ; it being
a known truth, that more may be ef-
feGted by a perfonal negotiation in one
day, than in a month by letters.

As to the other part of the queftion,
which I fhall take the liberty to under-
ftand, in the terms in which it was firft
propofed, viz. ¢ Whether the army
¢ fhould march againft the Nabob.” I
declare my entire diffent to fo violent a
meafure, which no pretence of neceffi-
ty can require, or juftice allow of.

IT is unneceflary,becaufe itis notinthe
Nabob’s power to oppofe any laws which
we may prefent to him ; and the orders
lately fent to the fubordinate factories are
{ufficient to preferve them in full force.

Tuae fame reafon might be urged in
proof of its injuftice, were there no o-

H 4 ther
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theriagaintt it ; -but when the Nabob has
dgalared his fubmiffion to every term
which you have impofed upon him, and
expoftulates only for his life, whatever
his motive be, whether of choice or ne-
ceflity, furcly we may reft fatisfied with
{uch a condefcenfion, nor attempt to re-
duce him to a lower ftate of humiliation.
I thall not (I hope I need not) remind
you gentlemen, of the earneft injun&ions
of the Company, to abide by our en-
gagements with the Nabob, and to avoid
to the laft extremity every occafion, that
may tend to another change in the go-
vernment. But fhould it be refolved to
brezk, with the Nabob, I hope fuch gen-
tlgmen as are of that fentiment, will de~
c}gre }t,bcforc the laft difpatches are made
toﬁusqge, that our Hdnorable Mafters
Jmay haye as early notice of it as poffi-
blg,. ang take the fpeedieft meafures to
gemedy (if poffible) the diforders which
may follow from it.

. Mr. Cartier’s Opinson.
MR. CARTIER efteems the Nabob’s
letters as infolent and equivocating, and
far
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far from giving us that fatisfattion, which
we have reafon to expect from him; that
they require clearnefs, and leave us
doubtful as to his real intentions towards
us. That his compliance with our de-
mands, in thofe points we have infifted
upon with him, which he makes a mat-
ter of much merit, is a contemptuous
manner of proceeding, having effe&u-
ally undone to us the advantages of this
very compliance, and rendered our va-
luable privileges void, by a general in-
dulgence granted to his fubjects and o-
thers of a free trade. ‘That his letter to
Mr. Amyatt neither confents to, nor ab-

folutely refufes the vifit the Board have
thought proper fhould be made him.
‘That it is neceflfary he be made fully ac-
quainted with the purport of thisvifit,viz.
<¢ that the fufpicions harboured in his
mind may be banithed, and give place
to that hope and confidence he ought
to have of our particular attachment
to him; to make him fenfible the good
of the country, and his own particu-
larly, is in every refpe& intended by

€€ it.

g6
€€
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<t it. That our intentions extend no fur-
¢ ther, but to the fupport of our rights
«¢ and privileges, in which it would be
¢¢ more becoming him to join with us,
<« than to be offended at, and oppofe
¢« thofe fteps, which we are neceflarily
«¢ led to take to punith thofe that in-
«« vade them. That Mr. Amyatt, for
¢« a]l thefe defirable ends, intends to fet
¢ out, and will wait the refult of thefe
« reprefentations at Coflimbuzar, and
¢¢ be governed by his anfwer.” That
in cafe of meeting a refufal to this vifit,
we fhall be juftified in the opinion of
the world, if we confider him the de-
clared enemy of our nation, and pro-
coed immediately againft him.

- IT is certainly becoming in the mem-
bers of this Board, to purfue every ho-
norable method, that may tend to effect
a perfe& reconciliation with the Nabob ;
and every one that would conduce to that
end, ought not to be negleted, or left
untried. Our late revolution, he be-
lieves, has done us not much honour in

the eyes of the world ; and another fo
quickly
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quickly fucceeding, would prove, in
fome meafure, the inconftant wavering
ftate of our Councils; and motives of
action be imputed to the members of this
Board, unbecoming gentlemen and ho-
neft men to be influenced by : he there-
fore thinks it neceffary to convince the
Nabob, of our having force fufficient to
take every fatisfaction required, but with
no defign to ufe it againft his govern-
ment, till his refractory behaviour abfo-
lutely compels us.
My. Billers’s Opinion.

HAvING carefully examined the Na-
bob’s laft letter, as well as that to Mr.-
Amyatt, I think there are many expref-
fions in the former injurious and impgo-
per, but they feem to be mentioned ra-
ther thro’ pet and paffion, than any in-
tention of quarrelling with us. I there-
fore give it as my opinion, that the ne-
ceflity there is of Mefl. Amyatt and Hay’s
going to negotiate, ought to be again re-
prefented to him. That at prefent his
affairs fuffer as well as ours, and that it
is abfolutely neceffary he fhould come to

fome
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fome determination ; but fhould he re-
fufe to treat with us, or hear any thing
relative to bufinefs, then it may be deem-
ed an open declaration of war ; but with-
out further caufe than we have at pre-
fent, I {fee no need of breaking with him ;-
and as the Company have thought pro-
per to confirm him, we ought to be ve-
ry cautious how we take fuch a ftep, and
bring about another revolution, for we
feem at prefent fomewhat obnoxious in
the eyes of the country people, on hav-
ing concluded the laft. However, our
rights and privileges have been lately fo
infringed, and things fao circumftanced,
that it is highly neceflary fome fpeedy
remedy fhould take place. I therefore
think Mefl. Amyatt and Hay might pro-
ceed to Coflimbuzar, and there wait the
Nabob’s final refolves ; and in cafe he
ftill perfifts in refufing to fee thofe gen-
tlemen, the army thould march ; but all
methods ought to be tried to bring af-
fajrs to an amicable iffue, for the rea-
fons beforementioned.

Mr.
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My Batfon’s Opinib. " ™

STue Nabob’s fettled inveteracy, ant’!
evil defigns againft us, have long been’
manifeft to the whole country; but df
late they have appeared more glaringly,
both from his ations and from his let-
ters, which are filled with fcorn and de<
fiance ; not to mention a multitude of.
mftances, which may be produced, I’
fhall only take notice of his endeavors
t6 undermine and utterly deftroy the pri-
vileges, granted us by the King’s Fir-
maun, by exempting all other merchants,
of whatfoever nation, from paying du-
ties, in order to put them on a level with
us. His defigns indeed are fo evidernt,
that the conftant artifices ufed by ‘thé’
Prefident and Mr. Haftings to difguifé’
the truth, and mifreprefent matters 6t;
fa&, cannot conceal them. The caft,
at prefent, feems to be this; either W¢
muft fubmitto be reduced to thefituatith’
in which we were, during the time 6f
Mohabut Jung, and Serajakk Dowla, ¢t
clfe we muft oblige the Nabob to fubmit’
to us. The latter, I apprehend, from
his
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his late behavior, we fhall not be able
to effe@, unlefs we can make him feel
our power ; and I will never be acceffary
or confenting to any thing that may ex-
pofe us to the danger of the former. It
is my opinion, therefore, that we fhould
negle@ no means of putting ourfelves in
the beft pofture of defence, that we may
be ready to act in the moft effeGtual man-
ner ; and that Major Adams be accord-
ingly defired to hold himfelf in readi-
nefs to march, whenever it be neceffary.
I think alfo, that Mefl. Amyatt and
Hay fhould not proceed on their depu-
tation, as the Nabob has abfolutely re-
fufed to treat with them ; and therefore
their going, will only expofe us to fur-
ther contempt and derifion, a large fhare
of which we have already incurred.
However, that the Nabob may ftill have
an opportunity given him of remaining
on amicable terms with us, I propofe,
that our demands be once more fully fta-
ted to him by letter ; and that we infift
on a dire& compliance thesrewith, with-

out evafion or fubterfuge. I he (illre-
fufe
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fufe to comply, I think we fhould imme~

diately take our meafures for crufhing

him ; for, as it is known that he is

raifing troops, and making warlike pre~

parations in all parts of the country, a

further delay may be very dangerous.
Mr. Amyatt’s Opinion.

I THiNKk the Nabob’s letters fhew the
fame ftate of mind, which he always has
feemed to exprefs and difcover by his
a&ions, ever fince he has been in the
government ; and no further than might
well be expected from him, from having
been fo long fuffered to follow his own
will, and his whims indulged to appeafe
hisjealoufies.Generalcomplaintsadmitted
againftour fervants, when the oppreffions
which we now experience have been og
his part; our bufinefs ftopped, and almo
every where impeded, without our ex-
erting ourinfluence and power to clear it,
becaufe wewould not give him offence, or
make him uneafy ; to moft of thefe grie-
vances and conceffions, myfelf, with fe-
veral members of the Board, have often
obje@ed and remonftrated, forefeeing

that,
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that, in the end, it muft create the ani-
mofity and ill-will, which now is come
to pafs; and that we thould be neceffita-
ted by force, to affert our own rights,
which he had been fo long endeavoring
to fubvert. I am too fenfible, that the
people of the government are not to be
fo far trufted, as to have any pointgiven
up to them. A compliance, in the moft
trivial matter, gives them a privilege,
they think, to exercife their authority,
without controul, in every thing, tho’
of ever fo much confequence and detri-
ment to the condefcending party. Such
being the prepofleflions of the Nabob’s
mind, our infifting on a free exertion of
our rights and privileges now, appears to
him as an encroachment on his liber-
ties, and a lofs to him in his duties, from
our trade being extended. For this way
of thinking, however, he has no juftice
on his fide, for the fame trade, in its dif-
ferent branches, was carried on in his
predeceffor’s time, tho’ not to fo greata

degree, occafioned folely by the troubles
and
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and confufion the country was every
where involved in.

THAT the Nabob would gladly make
himfelf independent of us, and always
thewed fuch an inclination, endeavored
as much as pofiible €6 throw off all con-
nections with us, and attempted to de-
ftroy our influence with the country peo-
ple, is very evident. But vain are all thefe
efforts, and to be fufpe&ted the advice of
bad and evil perfons about him for their
own advantage; as moft certainly he
muft be convinced, his own ftrength
cannot defend him from any attempt of
a foreign power, or reduce us to that
ftate of dependence, he probably has been
taught to believe. I am apt to believe,
that fentiments have alfo been inftilled
into him, that he might fafely interrupt
our private trade, and that we durft not
offer to check him therein, whilft the
Company’sremained unmolefted; where-
as, private trade fthould be as facred as
the Company’s, and no diftin&ion ever
known ; for that once obftruted, the
Company’s cannot long remain free;

Vouu. III, 1 which



114 A NARRATIVE of the

which plainly appears, from what it has
fuffered through the courfe of thefe dif-
putes ; tho’I believe no fuch loffes were
intended by the Nabob. The Nabob’s
letters are petulant and impertinent; they
likewife contain fome invectives and de-
fiance, but not of {fuch a nature, as if he
felt his own ftrength fufficient to break
with us. I therefore think he ought to
be wrote to once more, in the terms pro-
pofed by Mr. Marriott, to convince him
of his error, in thinking that we have
views to a change; and to infift on his
receiving our deputation, as the only
means left of preventing fuch an event.
If he refufes {o reafonable a demand, I
think we may juftly interpret the ill in-
tentions to be on his fide 3§ and that we
thall be juftified to the world, in taking
the moft vigorous and immediate mea-
fures, for fecuring the trade and intereft
of our Honorable Employers in thefe
provinces. As it feems to be the fenti-
ment of the majority of the Board, I fhall
willingly proceed the length of Coffim-

buzar, and there wait the Nabob’s anfwer.
Major
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AMajor Adams’s Opinton.

MAajor Apams is of opinion, that
the Nabob, by his letters to the Board,
feems to have entertained jealoufies, that
muft be very prejudicial both to his own
and the Company’s affairs; and which
cannot be removed but by feeing Mr. A-
myatt ; and therefore he fhould be wrote
to by the Board to reconcile him to the
interview. In the mean time, he thinks
it neceffary that Mr. Amyatt thould pro-
ceed to Coflimbuzar, and there wait the
Nabob’s anfwer ; and if by it he ftill per-
fifts in his refufal of feeing Mr. Amyatt
on bufinefs, the major can think of no
other method to bring him to reafon,
than marching up the troops ; yet thinks,
if any other meafures can be thought of,
to put a ftop to the prefent confufions,
and prevent a future fcene of troubles in
the country, they fhould be firft tricd.

The Prefident’s Opinion.

ArTHouGH the Nabob’s letters of the
22d of March, do not contain a chear-
ful and candid affent to the demands
made upon him by the Board, yet he

I 2 does
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ros not contradi&, nor refufe to com-
ply with them. Itis notto be wonder-
ed, that he complains and remonftrates,
and writes with ill humour, fince it is
certain, that the privileges which the
majority of the Board have refolved now
to infift on, are greater than ever were
before infifted on, or than we were ever
admitted to, by any former Nabob, even
Jafier Allee Cawn, who pofitively re-
fufed to let us have a faGtory at Chitta-
gang, much lefs would he permit us to
carry on our trade cuftom-free in all
parts, and in all articles.

SuppPosiNG, therefore, that the de-
manded rights be really and truly grant-
edandintended us by the Firmaun, which
however is not my opinion; yet with
refpect to the Nabob, the infifting on it
is an innovation, which he may very na-
turally complain of, as it occafions a great
lofs in that part of the revenue proceed-
ing from the cuftoms. He fays indeed an
entire lofs ; for which reafon, to avoid
further difputes on the fubje&, he has
given orders for taking off all cuftoms in
general. . Or
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"Or this order the majority of the
Board complain with equal vehemence,
and have refolved to infift on his taking
cuftoms from other merchants, in the
ufual manner, altho’ not from us. This
is to form part of the commiffion to Mef.
Amyatt and Hay, as well as the difcuf-
fing the privileges of the Firmaun.

THE f{econd refolution of the Board
has not yet been made known to the Na-
bob, who conceiving there is nothing
more to be faid about cuftoms, after he
has entirely abolifthed them ; and having
been advifed from the Board, that Mefi.
Amyatt and Hay were deputed to regu-
late the affair of the cuftoms, therefore
he anfwers, that their coming is unne-
ceflary. In every other refpe&, his letter
to Mr. Amyatt is written in an hand-
fome and fuitable manner.

WiTtu refpe& to the prefent fitua-
tion of affairs between us and the Na-
bob, it is this. Wherever the Compa-
ny’s bufinefs, or that of their fervants,
fuffered any interruption, our forces have
been employed to remove fuch obftruc-

I3 tions,
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tions, and feize thofe officers of the go-
vernment who occafioned them ; we
have cleared our bufinefs, and taken our
own fatisfaction, and left the Nabob on
the fuffering fide ; and a very great fuf-
ferer he will undoubtedly be ; for it is
well known, that the zemindars, collec-
tors, and other officers of the country
government, when they fee alikelihood
of troubles, and their Mafter’s power on
the decline, never fail to make ufe of the
opportunity of keeping back their rents.
‘Tanr Nabob’s letters are thofe of a
defpairing man, who has imagined to
himfelf, that the Board, or the majori-
ty of them, have determined at all events
to overthrow his government, let him
do what he will, and fubmit never fo
patiently to their refolutions. To this
ftate of his mind, many of the petulant
expreflions, and the anxiety which ap-
pears through his letters, fhould be at-
tributed, and proper allowances made.
While we are left in quiet pofleflion of
the countries affigned to the Company,
and their trading bufinefs alfo is cdrried
on
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on in every part without interruption,
it would be as impolitick as unjuft, to
begin a war without neceflity againft an
ally, whom we are bound by treaty to
fupport; and of which, the confequence,
would probably be a fcene of frefh dif-
traction in the country, a general inter-
ruption of trade, and a wanton effufion
of blood.

TuatT the Nabob has not the de-
fign of breaking with us, I think, is
plainly proved from his condu&, as well
as from the expoftulating ftyle of his let-
ters. It is not reafonable to take for
granted every report made to us, by an
Englith gomaftah, or a difcontented of-
ficer of the government. If he had a
mind to break with us, he would cer-
tainly have attacked thofe three compa-
nies of feepoys, with lieutenant Downie,
which were detached from Patna, and
feized the Nabob’s officer at Mow, whilit
the Nabob, with his whole army, was
within a thort march of the place. And
if he had fucceeded againft thofe three
companies, he would then have attacked

I 4 our
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our troops at Patna, to have endeavored
to have cut off fo confiderable a part of
our force ; inftead of which, his retiring
to Mongheer, is a proof with me, that
he will fubmit to any thing, rather than
come to hoftilities with us.

Anp I think we ought equally to de-
fire to preferve the peace and tranquility
of the country, and amicably to accom-
modate the points in difpute ; for which
purpofe, I think, no method fo proper, as
the deputation propofed, to difcufs thofe
points. The Nabob’s faying, that if
Mr. Amyatt’s bufinefs is to difpute upon
the articles of cuftoms, he had better
not come, as it is a point already fet-
tled, by the abolithing of cuftoms in ge-
neral; is not,inmyopinion,toberegarded
as a refufal to treat with Mr. Amyatt,
upon the matters contained in the in-
ftructions, to Mr. Hay and him from
the Board ; and which having never yet
been communicated to the Nabob, it
confequently cannot be faid, that he has
refufed to difcufs them.

I THINK,
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I TBINK, therefore, that it would be
moft expedient to write to the Nabob, in
anfwer to his laft letters, to this effaf}.
«¢ That the alarms, in all parts of the
¢ country, muft be attended with a very
¢ great lofs and detriment, both to his
‘¢ affairs and the Company’s, and a
¢¢ breach of the friendthip between us,
¢« infallibly enfue, if the neceflary regu-
¢ lations for carrying on our bufinefs,
¢¢ and fettling the points in difpute, be
*¢ not immediately concluded. That as
¢ a proof of our defireto avoid coming
to extremities, we appointed Mefl.
¢¢ Amyatt and Hay to confer with*him,
¢ as the moft effeCtual method of regu-
¢ lating affairs with difpatch. That he
¢ ought toregard fuch our appointment -
“¢ of two gentlemen of the Board, as the
¢ ftrongeft mark of our friendihip, and
< a compliment paid him ; and that if
<< he fhould refufe to treat with them,
€< it can be regarded in no other light,*®
but as a declaration of his intentioh
‘¢ to come to a rupturé' with us.”" -« °

£¢

-

(11

AND
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AND I think Mr. Amyatt might him-
felf write to the Nabob, to the fame pur-
-pofe, and wait his anfwer, either at Cal-
cutta, or Coflimbuzar. But if the Board
thould determine, that Mefl. Amyatt and
Hay fhall not proceed according to their
appointment, then, I think, thata let-
ter {hould be wrote to the Nabob, upon
the plan of their inftru&ions, demand-
ing every thing thereby directed to be
demanded, and requiring a plain, expli-
cit, and final anfwer, upon every article:
it would be an unprecedented thing to
-employ force, for the obtaining any point,
until a friendly application has been
made and rejected.

Opinion of the Mafority.

‘T HE majority of the Board being of
opinion, that the Nab8b fthould be again
wrote to, to infift on his receiving the
intended deputationfor treating uponbu-
finefs ; and that Mefl. Amyatt and Hay
fhould proceed to, and wait his anfwer
"at Coffimbuzar.

Refolution
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Refolution in Confequence.

AGREED, that the Prefident do addrefs
him to the effett exprefled in his own
and Mr. Marriott’s minutes, and plainly
acquaint him, that a refufal to comply
with the demand therein contained, can
be regarded in no other light, than a de-
claration on his fide, of his intention to
come to a rupture with us.”

SECTION XII.

The Deputation of Mefl. Amyatt and
Hay; their Proceedings and other
Occurrences, to the Death of Mr.
Amyatt.

The Board s Infiruttions to Mejf. Amyatt
and Hay.—Mpyr. Vanfittart's Djffent.—
Syed Buddul Cawn, oze of tbe Nabob’s
Officers, feized at Luckypoor, and fent
zo Calcutta.— Produces Mahomed Al-
lee’s Orders.—Orders g Confequence to
the Facltory at Dacca to _feize bim.—
Reafons for Mr. Vanfittart’s joining in
tbat Order.—Probable Motives of tbe
Nabob’s Conduc?, in refpeit to Mahoé

me
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med Allee.—Remarkable Inflances of
Pr?qﬂc}/z’an on the Part of the Nabob,
and of the Council in two Letters ; one
Jrom the Nabob, and the other jfrom
Coflimbuzar, upon falfée Reports.—De-

bate upon the laft Letter, determined

by a fecond Letter from Coflimbuzar.

— Plan of Operations in Cafe of a War.

—Debate upon the Orders to be fent to
Patna.——Letter jfrom the Chicf and

Council ar Patna, giving an Account of

the Preparations making by the Nabob’s

Officer there. — Mr. Johnftone’s fur-

ther Minute, relative to bis Accufation

of Mr. Vanlfittart, of making a private
Agreement withtheNabob.—Mr.Van-

fittart’s Anfwer.——Two Letters from
the Nabob.—Debate upon them.—Re-

Sfolution in Confequence, that Meff. A-
myatt end Hay fbould proceed on the:r

Deputation.— Letter from the Chief and

Council of Patna, containing News of
Infurrettions in that Province.—Re~
marks upon it.—The Nabob’s Letter to
the Company.— Letter from the Chicf
ard Council of Patna, complaining of
their not being allowed fuller Powers.—
Remarks upon it.— Juggutfeet and bis
Brother carried Prifoners to the Nabob.
~—The Nabob’s Reply to Mr. Vanfit-
tart’s
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tart’s Remonftrance in their Bebalf.—
Mahomed Allee ferzed, and jJenr to
Calcutta.— Letter jfrom Meff. Amyatt
.and Hay, giving an Account of their
Jirft Interview with the Nabob.—Opi-
nion of the Nabob’s Difpofition at this
Time.—~—Boats with Arms for Patna,
Stopped by the Nabob ar Mongheer.—
Mr. Amyatt demands their Releafe with-
out E[fect.—The Nabob’s Reafons for
detaining them.—Letter from M. A-
myatt and Hay, with a Copy of their
Demands prefented to the Nabob, and
bis Anfwers.—Tawo Letters from Meff.
Amyattand Hay, advifing that the Arms
were ftil] detained.— Two Letters from
the Nabob, complaining againft Mr.E1-
lis, and demanding the Removal of our
Troops from Patna.— Letter from Mr.
Amyatt z0 Mr. Vanfittart, containing
the Nabob’s Objeltions to the Demands
of the Board.—Myr.Vanfittart's Opinion
upon the furtber Infiruttions to be [enr
2o Mefj. Amyatt and $lay.—Debate and
Refolutions of the Board.— Difcretional
Powers given to the Chief and Council
of Patna.— Mr. Haftings’s Diffent.—
Letter from Mr. Vanfittart fo zhe Se-
cretary, contaiiing bis Objeltion and fur-
ther Opinion.—Frefb Refolutions there-

upon.
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upon.—Letters from Meff. Amyatt and
Hay, with their Opinion that a Rup-
ture was unavoidable. Two Letters
Srom Mr. Ellis, giving an Account of
the Defertion of two bundred of our See~
poys.—Other Letters from Mefl. Amy-
att and Hay, confirming their former.
—Further Refolutions for the Difpofi-
tion of the Troops in Cafe of a War.
Debates concerning the future Govern-
ment of the C,ozmtry in fuch a Cafe.—
Letter from Mcfj. Amyatt and Hay, ad-
vifing of the Nabob’s Declaration, that
be would put an End to the Gonference,
if we did not recall our Troops from
Patna.— Letter from Mef]. Amyatt and
Hay, advifing that the Nabob bad re-
leafed the Boats of Arms, and confented
to treat.—Strong Reports of Hoftilities
begun at Patna.—Our Dauks flopped.
—Two Letters from the Nabob; the
Sirft urging tbe Removal either of our
Troops from Patna, or Mr. Ellis from
the Chicffhip; the other expreffing a
Convittion, that Mr.Elis was bent up-
on attacking the City of Patna, and
that our Correfpondence was come to an
End.—The Army ordered to march.—
Advice from Mr. Amyatt, that be and
bis Party were furrounded, and the Boats

o
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of Arms again fopped.—Rcport jfrom
Hircarras, that Patna was taken by our
Troops.— Explanation of Mr.V anfittart’s
Conduét.—His Minute, declaring bis
Refolution to quit the Government, as
foon as the War fbould be ended.—Fur-
ther Debates concerning the jfuture Go-
wvernment of the Country.— Refolution of
the Board to re-eftablifh Meer Jaffier.
—Advice from Mr. Amyatt, of bisbhav-
ing left Mongheer, and jfrom Codim-

buzar, of bis Party being attacked, and
bimfelf killed.

MESS. Amyatt and Hay took their
leave of the Board the 4th of A-
pril, having received from them the fol-
lowing inftru&ions, which were drawn
up from the opinions of the majority.
And I figned them with the reft of the
Board, conforming herein to the efta-
blifhed rule of all the Company’s govern-
ments; which is, that every member
fhall fign the public orders and records,
entering his diffent, where he differs
from the opinion of the majority in the
confultations. It will beremembered, that
I had formerly ftrongly infifted upon the
obfervance of this rule, when Mefl. A-

mvatt
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myatt and Ellis refufed to fign the order
of the Board, and fubfcribed their diffent
to them ; and it was therefore the more
neceflary I thould comply with it on all

occafions myf{elf.

Copy of the Inflrultions to Meff. Amyatt
and Hay. Dated March 28, 1763.

cc IRST, The trade of our factories

on behalf of the Company, aswell
as the inland trade, carried on by the a-
gents and gomaftahs of Englith mer-
chants, having, for fome months paft,
met with the greateft interruptions in
all parts of the country, from the officers
of the Nabob’s government; and this
having further proved the fource of nu-
merous difputes and complaints on both
fides; wehavehad underour confideration
the fettling of certain rules, agreeable to
our refpetive rights and pretenfions,
whereby to carry on our trade, and be
the means of preventing fuch difputes
from happening in fu;ure. In thefe points
we have already come to fome refolutions,
and having the greateft reliance on your

abilities, prudence, and zeal, as well for
' the
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the intereft of our Honorable Mafters,
as for the welfare and good of the com-
munity, we have thought proper to de-
pute you, to make known to the Nabob
thofe refolutions.

SEcoNDLY, In the firft place, you muft
again acquaint the Nabob, that the re-
gulations made with him by the Prefi-
dent being difapproved, are of courfe
become void, and you are therefore to re-
demand the letter which contained them.
You are slfo to infift, in cafe he has not
before iflued fuch orders, that he do re-
voke all the orders which he fent to his
officers, in confequence of the faid regu-
lations ; and inform them,that trade is in
every refpe&t to goon in its ufual channel,
until he (the Nabob) has fettled with
you the bufinefs of your deputation.

THIRDLY, Acccmpanying this, ycu
will receive Englith and Perfian copies
of the Firmaun, hufbul-hookums and
treaties, on which we found our right to
a free trade. 'Thefe we have concluded,
give us an indifputable privilege to carry
on our trade, as well foreign as inland,

throughout



126 4 NARRATIVE of the
throughout the provinces of this fubah,

free of any duties to the country govern-
ment. You muft therefore carefully
and clearly explain to the Nabob the te-
nor and fubftance of thefe grants, and
the juftice that it follows we have on

our fide for abiding thereby.
FourTHLY, When you have fully af-
ferted, and convinced the Nabob of thefe
our rights and privileges, you will make
known to him the refolution of the Coun-
cil the 2d inftant, for allowing him a
duty on falt, with our motives thereto.
Firft, becaufe from general informations
taken, it appears, that this article has,
from cuftom, always paid a certain tho’
unfettled duty. Secondly, becaufe it is
not our intention, through a too fcru-
pulous affertion of our rights, to detri-
ment or diminifh the revenues of his go-
vernment ; or in any refpect leffen to him
the advantages reaped at our hands by
his predeceflors. That allowing thefe
fentiments to weigh with us as far as our
regard for the interefts of our Employ-
ers and the community, and for the te-
nor of our faid grants, will poflibly ad-
mit,
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mit, we have refolved to allow him (the
Nabob) a fixed duty on the article of falt,
after the rate of two and half per cent.
on the rowana price ; but as we have no
grounds for extending this confideration
further, we cannot admit of duties being
levied on any other article of trade what-
foever.

FirTHLY, To afcertain the payment
of this duty, and at the fame time main-
tain in its full force the authority of the
Englith duftuck, the article of falt {hall
be circulated equally with other articles
by the means of a duftuck, and be lia-
ble to no farther {crutiny or interruption,
provided the buxbunder’sor fhahbunder’s
receipt for the aforementioned duty ap-
pears properly granted and entered on
the back thereof.

Si1xTHLY, For regulating in future the
conduct of our agents and gomaftahs, and
the officers and dependents of the Nua-
bob’s government, with refpet to inju-
ries committed on either fide, and dii-
putes which may arife between them, we

have agreed on the following rules,
which
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which you mutit intimate to the Nabob ;
and as we think they will every way an-
fwer the ends propofed, you muft ac-
quaint him, that they are therefore to
be pun&ually obferved *.

SEVENTHLY, The Nabob having late-
ly affected an ignorance of the nature of
this government, and the powers of the
Council, the Prefident in his anfwer en-
deavored to fet him right on that head;
but it will ftill be neceflary, that you a-
gain explain this matter perfonally to
him by commiffion from the Board, that
a future pretenfion of the like ignorance
may not be the means of detrimenting
our affairs.

EicaTHLY, There further appears, in
the courfe of his correfpondence, certain
expreflions, which imply a ditidence of
the friendfhip of feveral members of the
Council towards him. This ill founded
fufpicion you mutft ufe your moft firenu-
ous endeavors to remove ; and on the
contrary to convince him, that we fhall
always, with one voice, agree in every

re{pect

% Here were cntered the regulations agreced omin
confultation of hlarch g, in page 1, of this Vel.
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refpect to affift and fupport him in his

government, provided no attempts are
made towards the infringment of our
rights and privileges; but that from a juft
obfervation of them, and a fteady obe-
dience to the repeated orders of our Ho-
norable Employers, we can never tame-
ly put up with attempts that have in the
{malleft degree fuch a tendency.

NinTHLY, With refpe& to the regu-
lations for trade, we think it will be the
moft proper method to have our rights
acknowledged, and the propofals agreed
to by fome public writing, under the
Nabob’s own hand and feal, taking care,
that there are no expreflfions inferted in
it, contrary to the fenfe we entertain of
our rights by our former grants or trea-
ties, or that may tend to invalidate them.
To fuch a writing you may accede, re-
ferving to us the power of finally rati-
fying the fame. :

TeENTHLY, As we think it abfolutely
neceflary, both for the intereft of our af-
fairs, and the Nabob’s, to have a gen-
tleman in the fervice refident at his Court,
- ¥or. III. K we
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we have appointed Mr. Tho. Amphlett
to accompany you on this deputation,
and aftérwards remain with the Nabob
in that capacity. You will therefore in-
troduce him to the Nabob accordingly ;
and acquaint him, that all tranfactions
between him and us are, after your de-
parture, to be carried on by this refident;
and that all orders which are to be iffued
thro’ the country relative to the Englifh,
muft be firft intimated to, and approv-
ed by him. At your departure you will
leave in charge to Mr. Amphlett any part
of thefe inftru&ions, which you may not
be able to finifh, and give him fuch fur-
therdire&ionsasyou may think neceflary.
ErLevexvry, Having had repeated in-
ftances of the ill difpofition, and l;ad be-
havior of Mahomed Allee, the colle&tor
of the Dacca diftricts, we have inclofed
you a particular proof of it in copies of
letters which he wrote to Syed Buddul
Cawn ; and we muft defire that you will
infift on his béing dififfed from his of-
fices, and obliged to make reparation for
all the loffes he has been the occafion of
fince
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fince the beginning of thefe diftur-
bances.

TweLFTHLY, Theordefsbywhichwe
took pofleflion of the lands, being only
Aumulnamas, we muft defire that you
will apply to the Nabob for proper jag-
heery funnuds, to confirm the Compa-
ny’s right to the three provinces.

THIRTEENTHLY, You muft likewife
demand from the Nabob, payment of a
fum of money, which Mahomed Reza
Cawn difburfed out of the revenues of
the Chittagong province, onaccountof the
Tippra expedition ; to inftru¢t you in
which, we have ordered the particulars to
be tranfmitted you, by the accomptant of
the committee of lands.

FourRTEENTHLY, Since we began to
draw up thefe inftrutions, we have re-
ceived intelligence of the Nabob’s having
publithedafunnud, containing an exemp-
tion of duties on every kind of trade,
for the fpace of two years. Copies of
.this funnud, and a perwannah which ac-
companied it to Nobit Roy, the Naib
of Patna, you will herewith receive. And

K 2 as



132 A NARRATIVE ¥f the

as we are of opinion, that this ftep is
taken with a defign to prejudice the Com-~
pany’s trading bufinefs, and counteract
the meafures, we have been hitherto
taking for the welfare of trade in gene-
ral, we defire, that you will infift on
the Nabob’s revoking that {funnud, and
collecting duties as before.

- FirTEENTHLY, We further tranfmit
you copy of a minute entered, on this
day’sconfultation, by Meff. Johnftoneand
Hay ; and we defire you will make the
imquiry therein recommended.” .

Adaitional Infiruétions to Meff. Amyatt
.. and Hay. Dated April 1, 1763.

X HE laft letters received from the
>0 Nabob, having been debated on
at-thg Board, and it being determined,
that yonu {hall proceed-to Coflimbuzar,
apd there wait Ins anfwer to another let-
ter, the Prefident has wrote him ; we
now addrefs you thefe further inftruc-
tions an f{ome points, 'which have oo-
cursed fince we concluded thofe before
drawn up.

By
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By letters from Patna we are advifed
of the great want they are in of ficcas,
for carrying on the inveftment, and of
the inconvenience and lofs which arifes
from the exchange of money. We have
likewife often received letters on this
fubje&, from Coflimbuzar and the other
faCtories. We therefore defire that you
will endeavor to prevail on the Nabob,
to ftrike in his mints only one fpecies of
rupees, to be current throughout his go-
vernment, withaut any batta, fo long as
they da not diminith in weight. But if
you cannot effetuate fuch regulations,
you muft reprefent ta the Nabob, in the
firongeft terms, the great impediment
which our bufinefs fuffers, from the
backwardnefs of the fhroffs, to exchange
and circulate the Calcutta ficcas; and
therefore get him to ifflue peremptory
orders to the fhroffs and others, for ef-
feCtuating the currency of the rupees
coined in our mint, that our bufinefs
may no longer fuffer fuch interruptions
and lofles from this {fource ; and alfo pro-

cure his orders for coining three lacks
- K 3 of
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of rupees annually in each of the mints
of Dacca and Patna, for the fervice of
the factories. We are informed of an
attack made on a fubahdar, and fifty fee-
poys, by a body of the Nabob’s troops
from Tekarry; for the particulars of
the affair, we refer you to the copy
of a Patna letter, which you will here-
with receive; and we defire, that you
will require fatisfation againft the offi-
cer who commanded them, for declar-
ing he had the Nabob’s orders, to cut
all Englith feepoys to pieces, wherever
they were found ; for having the info-
Icnce to propofe to our party, that he
waould let them go, if they would deli-
ver up their arms and cloathing ; and on
their refufal, for beginning an attack
upen them, whereby an havaldar was
killed, and four feepoys wounded. You
muit further infift, that this {atisfa&ion
be a public and exemplary punifhment
I?Ffore you, or elfe, that he be delivered

up to us to be tried and punifhed.
WE likewife tranfmit you fome ac-
comnts of lofles, which certain gentle-
men
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men have f{uftained in their trade by the
late difturbances and interruptions, the
amount of which, you muft require of
the Nabob, to caufe his officers to make
good; and whatever accounts of the fame
nature may hereafter be received, fhall
likewife be forwarded to you.”

THE articles concerning our right to
an unlimited free trade, appearing to me
very unjuft, I thought proper to enter
my diffent to that part of the infiruc-
tions, which I did as follows.

The Prefident’s Diffent. '

Tue Prefident obferves, that although
he figns thefe inftrutions, in conformity
to the opinion of the majority of the
Board, he diffents to the third and four-
teenth paragraphs, which contain a claim
of a right to a free trade in all articles,
whether for foreign or inland trade ; and
orders for infifting on the Nabob’s re-
voking the funnud, for an éxemption of
duties, for the reafons more particularly
mentioned in confultations the 1ft and

* 24th of March *.”

K 4 Some
¥ Page 385, Vol. II. and page 72, of this Vol.
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Some time before this, Syed Buddul
Cawn, the Nabob’s officer at Lucky-~
poor, having placed a guard upon the
houfe of one Mahomed Gazy, who had
formerly been in the fervice of the facw
tory, Mr. Middleton, the provifional
chief of the fattory, wrote to him, de-
firing him to releafe the man, which
Syed Buddul Cawn refufed, and fent him
a copy of an order, which he had re-
ceived for that purpofe, from Mahomed
Allee. In this order, befides the de-
mands of the government upon Maho-
med Gazy (againft which we could have
had no objetions) this extraordinary rea-
fon was added, for calling him to an ac-
count, that he had been in the Englith
employ, and was their abettor in their de-
figns againft the government. The in-
{olence of this expreflion determined the
Board to take.the part of Mahomed Ga-
zy ;3 and Mr. Middleton was accordingly
diretted to feize Syed Buddul Cawn, and
{fend him to Calcutta; and, at the fame
time, a letter was wrote to the Nabob,
infifting on his punithing Mahomed Al-

) lee.
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lce, :Mir: Middleton, in confequence 'of
thefe arders, immediately feized Syed
Buddul Cawn, and fent him a prifoner °
to Calcutta, where he arrived the latter
end of the month of March. Being
brought before the Board he exculpated
himf{elf, by producing feveral letters from
Mahomed Allee, the moft infolent of
which I fhall here infert.

From Mahomed Allee fo Syed Buddul
Cawn.

YOUR agreeable letter is arrived,
I fully underftand the partico-
lars contained thercin, and from the hir-
carra likewife, I learned the account of
the villainies of the Englith in Lucky-
poor. [ have written preflingly to Aga
Mahomed Nizam, and Samadan, and
Aumur Sing, and Jungul Sing, to repair
all of them with their people unto you.
I have alfo fent perwannahs, with the.
utmoft difpatch, unto the zemindars of
Bilwat, Baboopoor, &c. and I have taken
_engagements from every zemindar’s vac~
"keel, about Luckypoor, that their maf-
ters,
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ters, the zemindars, will attend upon
you, and a& as you fhall dire& them. It
behoves yon, with the utmoft difpatch, .
to repair thither immediately, and bloc-
kade the paflages for going in and com-
ing out on all fides of Luckypoor; and
place ftrong centinels, that no perfon
whatever may pafs or repafs to and from
Luckypoor,and thata fouldoes notefcape.
Of thofe who claim the Englith protec-
tion, and make ufe of their name, take
two or three and crucify them, and feize
their houfes and effects. Lay hold of
their wives and children, and fend
them ftraitway to me. Be fure not to
fail in this refpe&, his excellency having
honored me with his orders to this pur~
pofe, as you muft be informed from the
copy of the Governor’s engagement, and
of his excellency’s perwannah, in con-
fequence, which I heretofore fent you;
and do not entertain the leaft diffidence.
Regard this my fhort letter, in the light
of a thoufand letters, and a¢t according-
ly. Moreover, let guards be placed to

keep a good look-out about Luckypoor,
and
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and the parts adjacent, until the Nabeb’s
orders arrive, when they will proceed to
act as I fhall write to you. At prefent
furround it on all fides, and keep a con-
ftant watch.

You will take extraordinary good care
of the Europeans at Luckypoor, thatthey
get no intelligence from any of their de-
pendents, either by land or water; and
for fecurity you will fend 200 men, with
a commander, whom you can rely upon,
and dire& them, above all things, to be
ready for a&ion both night and day.”

SucH a declaration of his inveteracy
to the Englifh, as was expreflfed in thefe
letters of Mahomed Allee’s, and the
many inftances which he had given of
it throughout his whole conduc¢t, from
his firft appointment, juftly excited the
indignation of the whole Board. The
moft violent readily feized this occafion,
to infer a fixed refolution in the Nabob
to break with us; and that the appoint-
ment of {uch a man as Mahomed Allee,
with fuch extraordinary powers, and his

condu&t
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conduét in the execntion of them, were
only in confequence of that refolution. It
was therefore warmly urged to prevent
the Nabob’s defigns, by declaring im-
mediate war againft him.

Tni1s fentiment, however, was op-
pofed by a majority of the Board, who
judged it moft proper, in the prefent
circumftances, to regard the infults as
proceeding perfonally from Mahomed
Allee, and to chaftize him for it our-
felves ; fince the Nabob, to whom we
had repeatedly complained againft him,
had hitherto afforded us no redrefs ; and
that the Chief and Council at Dacca
fhould be ordered te feize, and fend him
down prifoner to Calcutta.

In this alternative I eafily joined, as
well in the hopes of yet preventing a ru~-
inous and unjuftifiable war, as from the
convi&tion of the violent and incendiary
fpirit of Mahomed Allee ; who, if fuffer-
ed to a& longer with impunity, I faw
would put it out of my power, or even.
of the Nahob’s, to preferve peace between

us. Itis true, that the Nabob, in anfwer.
to

-
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to the demand of the Board for his dif-
miflion, declared, that he had removed
him from his employment, and (ummon-
ed him to his prefence; but as he ftill
continued at Daoca, and the Nabob had
always endeavoured to vindicate his con-
du&, it was much to be feared, that he
would not only efcape the punifthment
he deferved, but perhaps be continued
in his authority, and have his hands
firengthened with fuch frefth powers; as
might make it dangerous to attempt af-
terwards to call him to an account. The
Nabob’s behaviour upon this occafion
may be eafily accounted for, from the
precarious fituation in which he ftood
with the Englith. When I was with
him at Mongheer he affured me, that if
the complaints which were then alledg-
ed againft Mahomed Allee upon enquiry
proved true, he would both difmifs him
from his fervice, and feverely punifh him.
The fame affurance he gave me with re-
{pe@® to Sheer Allee, the fougedar of
Poorneea, who had been guilty of the
like enmity and mifbehaviour to the Eng-

lith
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lifh dependents in that diftri€t; and it is
very probable, that he was fincere in this
declaration at that time, fince his intereft
was moft materially concerned in remov-
ing every caufe of difagreement from be-
tween us. But when he perceived the
ftrong oppofition, formed againft him by
the general aflembly of the Council, and
that the defign of his enemies was level-
led openly againit his perfon and govern-
ment, it is not to be wondered at, that
he fhould be cautious of depriving him-
felf of the affiftance of perfons the moft
capable of ferving him, and on whofe
zeal he had fo much reafon to depend in
cafe of a rupture with the Englith. 'In
a word, it appears from the Nabob’s
whole behaviour, from the time that the
general Council was aflembled, that he
. believed his own ruin to be the object of
that afflembly; and every ftep taken by
" the Board, ferved but to confirm him the
more ftrongly in that fatal perfuafion.
Fatal I call it, fince with fuch a mutual
diftruft every accident, however trifling,

was cafily conftrued into an intentional
alt
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act of hoftility ; and even the neceffary
precautions of felf-defence ferved but to
make the breach irreparable. I believe
it will be needlefs to point out inftances
of. the effe@s of thefe prepofieffions, a-
mengft the many which occur in the mi-
nutes of the Council, and the Nabob’s
letters which I have already inferted. To
the latter I fhall add one, as it thews how
eafily the Nabob was led away by every
groundlefs report, and how naturally his
apprehenfions difpofed him to co-operate
with the very meafures which tended to
an open rupture.

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob zo the
Governor. Dated April 15, 1763.

“« § Have to this time repofed an en-
tire confidence in your friendfhip,

but I never fufpeted, that you would
write me letters filled with profeffions of
friendfhip and attachment ; and whilft I
remained in fecurity, trufting to your de-
claration, that you would have difpatch-
ed* your forces in feveral divifions by land
and water, and thro’ the hills and woods,
with
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with guns and artillery, to thefe parts.
‘This kind of proceeding I do not under-
ftand. I before repeatedly wrote to you,
that I was unequal to this bufinefs. You
would not agree to it, and ‘now that fuch
meafures are taken, what fort of dealing
is this ? As to Mr. Amyatt’s coming,
which you wrote about before, I have no
objection. Recall all your troops, that
you have difpatched by every road to-
wards this way, and let Mr. Amyatt pro-
ceed hither, in the fame manner that you
came to vifit me; and after his arrival,
I will behave to him as becomes me. If
.~

you confent not to this, and refufe to re-
call your forces, and are obftinately bent
upon my dithonour, I am without reme-
dy. Let me have your anfwer to this let-
ter,'which I wait for, for it is every man’s
duty to take care of his honour.”

AT this time not a foldier had moved
from his quarters ; nor could I ever guefs
from whence the Nabob took up this
groundlefs alarm. It can be attributed

only to a prepoflefiion of the mind, which
will
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will fometimes give the appearanceof re-
ality to any phantom of the imagination.
THE following hiftory occuring in the
fame order of time, aptly illuftrates the
truth of the aboveobfervation, and proves,
that if the Nabob’s fears led him to be-
lieve every idle report of defigns that had
no exiftence, either in fact or probabili~
ty, our faith was at leaft as altive as his,
whether fear, or the zeal of party fpirit,
impelled and gave life toit. Itis {carce-
ly conceivable, that any perfons fthould
be fo blindly prejudiced, as to give en-
tire credit to a ftory, of the Nabob’s hav-
ing ordered all the mulberry-trees, and
cotton-fhrubs in his country, to be root-
ed up, from no other motive, than a
mere {pite to the Englifth, and to deprive
them of the benefits which they enjoyed
in common with other merchants in the
products of thofe plants: yet fo great
was the eagernefs of feveral members of
the Board, to catch at every report that
tended to the Nabob’s prejudice, that
fuch an abfurdity was readily believed,

and the moft violent meafures propofed
Vor. III. - L in
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in confequence, as will appear by the
following papers.

Extral# of Confultation of April 12, (pre-

Sfent Meff. Vanfittart, Batfon, Cartier,
Marriott and Watts.)

Mr. Batfon’s Minute.
M R.BaTsonlaysbefore the Board

the following letter from Mr.

Chambers * at Coflfimbuzar.
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7o Stanlake Batfon, E/fz;

S1R, April 35 1763.
¢« THE many daily occurrences here
and reports convince me, our trade
and every thing will fpeedily be put a
ftop to, if fome meafures are not taken
to prevent it. There is an order pafi-
ed for deftroying all the mulberry-
trees in the country, and they have
actually commenced putting it in ex-
ecution; fo that we can expect no filk
or filk piece-goodsfortheenfuing year,
if it is not put an immediate ftop fo.
I hear there is the fame order con-

¢ cerning

* Mr. Chambers was the fecond of the fadtory
Coffimbuzar, and had charge of it .during Mr.

Batfon’s abfence.
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cerning all the cotton plants, which
willbe as detrimental to the white cloth
trade. It is publickly talked at the
city, -that the Nabob is determined to
get rid of us one way or other ; that
he has money*enough to pay his troops
longer than we fhall be able to ftay in
the countrv without trade ; for which
reafon he will deftroy all the produce
of the country, which may furnith
trade; for it’s all one to him, whe-
ther we are in the country or not, if
we won’t pay him any duties ; and he
will either oblige us to do that, or
quit' the country.

¢« SEVvERAL parties of horfe and foot
have arrived at the city, within thefe
two or three days, and great prepara-
tions are making for defence, in cafe
our army comes this way, as it is re-
ported they are coming, and that they
had marched a little way, and were re-
called: I thought it proper to acquaint
you of the order concerning the mul-
berry-trees and cotton, as I think the

s<..Gavernor and Council fhould be ac-

L 2 ¢ quaintced
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quainted therewith, by which they
will perceive how our trade is likely
to be deftroyed. The tomtoms have
actually been about with the orders,
and feveral people fent to deftroy all
the mulberry fields. Should you think
with me it is neceffary to acquaint the
Board with thefe things, I fhall be o-
bliged to you, if you will acquaint
me with the refult. I am, &c.

¢ Signed John Chambers.

<« P. S. I think it would be highly
neceflary to have a few more feepoys
at this fa&tory. Reports ruu very
high and infolent, and I believe was
the army to march, we thould be fur-
rounded at this factory; and there-
fore fhould be glad to have a few fce-
poys to defend ourfelves. The arms
of the feepoys here are very bad, I
wifh you would apply for fome.” -

He (Mr. Batfon) alfo acquaints the

... Board, that immediately on the receipt
. of this letter, he wrote an anfwer, a-
,-greeable to the opinion of the members

of
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of the Council then in Calcutta, defiring
Mr. Chambers, if the intelligence he
had given him was certain, to confirm
the fame in a letter to the Board, that
they might take their refolutions ac-
cordingly.

REeceIveD a letter from Mr. Cham-
bers, dated the gth, acquainting us, in
confequence of Mr. Batfon’s letter to
him, that it is beyond all difpute, that
tomtoms have been beat in feveral places
by order of the zilladars, who pretend
to have received orders from the Nabob,
to take up all the mulberry-trees on both
fides of the great river; but he cannot
fay for certain, that they have yet putit
1n execution.

e Prefident’s Opinion in Confequence of
thefe Letters.

As the intelligence, contained in the
publick letter, differs in fome particu-
lars from what Mr. Chambers before
wrote to Mr. Batfon, the Prefident is of
opinion, that Mr. Chambers thould be
direCted to acquaint the Board, from
whence he got his intelligence, regard-

L 3 ing
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ing the mulberry-trees ; and to enquire
in the name of the Board, from Syed
Mahomed Cawn, whether he has receiv-
ed letters from the Nabob to thiseffet;
if he has, to require from him a copy
of fuch orders, or endeavor by any other
means to procure a copy, and tranfmit it
to us.
Mr. Watts’s Opinion.

MRr. WaTTs thinks, that the cer-
tainty of what Mr. Chambers informs
the Board, in his letter of the gth -in-
{tant, ought not to be doubted ; efpeci-
ally, as he had made an inquiry into the
affair, at the requcft of the majority of
the Board ; that the general behavior of
the Nabob has been, and continues to
bg fuch, that further application 40 him-
felf or officers, on any points whatfo-
ever, ought as much as poflible to be
ayeided 5 but efpecially in this cafe, as
Syed Mahomed Cawn muft know, that
this information muft come from our
Chief and Council at Coffimbuzar ; and
confequently our doubting the truth of
it, muft-lefien. the credit of that Board

-+ IR
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in his eyes. Mr. Watts further thinks,
that Mr. Chambers may be wrote to, di-
recting him to endeavor to procure co-
pies of the funnuds and perwannahs, that
may have been fent down from the Na-
bob on this fubject, or any other proofs
he may be able to get.

Myr. Marriott’s Opznion.

MRr. MARRIOTT agrees in opinion
with the Prefident.

Myr. Johnftone’s Opinion.

MR. JouNsToONE does not think it
of any confequence to make this {urther
enquiry, as Mr. Chambers having been
wrote to at the defire of the majority
of the members then in Calcutta, may
be fuppofed to have fatisfied himfelf of
the truth of what he now publickly in-
forms the Board ; nor would Syed Ma-
homed Cawn’s denying to have rcceived
fuch an order, be any proof of the tom-
toms not having been beat. Further,
becaufe he thinks the other * pieces -of

L 4 intelligerice,

* That the Nabob had fent bodies of ‘trbopd?d

different parts of the country, and wias bufy in
warlike preparations.
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intelligence, which Mr. Chambers gave
us in his letter, may incline us more im-
plicitly to the belief of this, and the
certainty of theNabob’sintentionsagainft
us, which we muft hear from Mefl. A-
myatt and Hay, before any anfwer could
come from Mr. Chambers.

Mr. Cartier’s Opinion.

MRr. CArRTIER thinks it would be
proper to dire&t Mr. Chambers to enquire
of Syed Mahomed Cawn, whether he
has received fuch an order from the Na-
bob, and to endeavor to get a copy of it.

Mr. Batfon’s Opinion.

MRr. BaATsoN cannot doubt, but the
proclamation concerning cutting down
the mulberry-trees was aCtually made;
and he thinks, the Prefident’s feeming
{till to doubt it, and defiring a further
enquiry to be made for the confirmation
of it, is with a defign to difcourage Mr.
Chambers from fending us intelligence,
agreeable to his practice, in regard to
the intelligence, which he (Mr. Bat-
fon) formetly fent down in feveral of

the
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the Nabob’s and Petrus’s letters *.
The Opinion of the Majority, and Refolu-
tion in Conféquence.
Tue majority of the Board being of
the Prefident’s opinion. Agreed, Mr.
Chambers be grote to accordingly.”

A FEwW

* As the refle&tion contained in the latter part
of Mr. Batfon’s minute, will be judged to have re-
quired fome reply, I fhall here infert an extra& of
the minute which followed, tho’ foreign from the
fubje& in hand ; this may ferve for one inftance of
the fcandalous and indecent behavior, which by the
intemperance of fome of the members, and the

ready connivance of the reft, had taken place in our
Councils.

The Prefident’s Queftion to Mr. Bation.

- %¢ The Prefident defires Mr. Batfon may be afk-
ed, whether by feveral of the Nabob’s and Petrus™s
letters, he means thofe copies of + Perfian letters,
faid to be the Nabob’s and Petrus’s, read in con-
fultation the 4th of March, 1762, and which zf.
ter profecuting the enquiry for feveral months with
the utmoft attention, the Board judged’ to "be notf
authentick. S -
Mr. Batfon s Anfwer. L. - >

Mr. Batfon anfwers, it is thofe letters he means,
and he doth net find, on peruﬁng the proceedmo-s,
that the Board did think them not atithenfick ; ancf
as the Prefident has folemnly detlared; that “ho

knows

+ Page 17, Vol.II,
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A reEw days after the following an-

fwer was received.
Copy of a Letter from Myr. Chambers 70
zbe Governor and Council. Dated

April 16, 1763.

« OUR favor of thg 12th inftant I
“« have duly receivéd, in anfwer to

‘¢ your
knows nothing of Cawn Bahadre’s coming to Cal-
cutta, as related in that correfpondence, he defires
him to confirm the fame by oath, otherwife he (Mr.
Batfon) fhall continue to look on his declaration as

falfe.
The Prefident’s Reply.

Altho’ the Prefident thinks it a very improper
method of procéeding, that any member of the
Board fhould be put to his oath on any occafion, ex-
¢epting where the law requires it 3 and that the
word of every member of the Board fhould be re-
garded as an oath ; yet for the fatisfaCtion of the
Company, in a matter where their intereft is fo
much conc¢erned, and in which Mr. Batfon has
called his {the Prefident’s) honér fo much in quef-
tion, he, defizes he may be put to his oath before the

Boaid.
The Prefident’s QOath.

I do folemnly fwear, that 1 nevér to my know-
ledge faw or heard of a man, known by the name
of Cawn Bahadre ; nor did any man ever make to
me fuch a propofal, nor did I ever hear of fuch a
propofal, as he is faid to have been commiflioned
with, until the copies of the Perfian letters were re-~

ceived fiom Mr. Batfon,
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your queftion, from whence I had my
intelligence ; I can only fay from the
vackeel Kiffenindee, and feveral other
merchants, who, on hearing the re-
port, acquainted me with it, as did
alfo a confiderable dealer in that arti-
cle, who fays, he was told, that in five
days the mulberry-trees muft be all ta-
ken up; but he has heard nothing
fince, and I believe it was only a falfe
report, occafioned, as I have fince
learnt, from a cuftom of tranfplanting
once in two or three years. I afked
Syed Mahomed Cawn concerning the
order; he fays, he hasreceived no fuch,
nor given any. I have requefted of
him to endeavor to find out the perfons
who fpread the report, and to punifh
them. The report was not only here,
but on the other fide the great river.
It will be impoflible for me to trace it
to the foundation ; I have ufed already
everymethod in my power,butinvain.”

NorwiTusTANDING the propofed

negotiation, the Board judged it expedi-

cnt
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ent to take early precautions, in cafe it
fhould not be attended with fuccefs, by
forming a plan for the operations of the
war. The refolutions upon this fubje&
I fhall enter at large, and the debates
which followed them. I cannot pafs by
the latter, without taking notice of the
propofal made by Mr. Johnftone, and
fupported by Mr. Batfon, for authorizing
the gentlemen at Patna, to begin the war
upon the bare appearances of an hoftile
intention in the Nabob. The fentiments
of Mr. Ellis were too well known, to
leave it a doubt, that he would inftantly
avail himfelf of fuch a power, to declare
an open rupture, which might have been
juftified even by the report of a common
hircarra, or any pretence as loofe, which
he might think fufficient (fince he was
the judge) to conftrue into an hoftile
intention in the Nabob. It will be found,
that when fuch a power was afterwards
lodged in his hands, fuch was aCtually
the confequence.

Extract
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Extract of Confultation, April 14, 1763.
( Prefent Mej]. Vanfittart, Adams,
Batfon, Billers, Cartier, Haftings,
Johnftone, Marriott and Watts.)

< LTHO’ it is to be hoped, that the

difputes with the Nabob will
yet come to an amicableiffue, itisthought
neceflary to be prepared with a plan of o-
perations,whichmay be moftexpedient to
infure fuccefs, in cafe of a contraryevent.

IT is therefore refolved,

FirsT, Thatin cafe of a rupture with
the Nabob, and the Nabob fhould march
towards Patna, in order to attack our
troops and factory there, they fhall en-
deavour to poffefs themf{elves of the city,
if they think theycan accomplith it with-
out much lofs, and there remain, until
they fhall receive further orders from us
or major Adams. But if they thould think
that by attacking the city, they run a
rifque of failing in the attempt, or of
lofing many men, they muft then take
{uch poft, as they think they can beft de-
fend themfelves in; and if they can,

- cover the factory, until they fhall receive

further
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further orders, as above-mentioned ; thdt
in either cafe, they muft be careful to
fecure all the provifions they can of every
kind, and alfo draught and carriage bul-
locks.

SeconprY, That in cafe of a rupture
with the Nabob, and he fhould remain
at Mongheer, the Patna party fhall a&
as in the firft cafe.

THIRDLY, That in cafe of a rupture,
and the Nabob marches down this way,
the Patna party fhall, after attacking and
poflefling themfelves of the city, move
down as far as Ruinulla, to bein greater
readinefs to join major Adams, and there
wait for orders from major Adams, un-
lefs from an alteration of circumftances,
their own difcretion fhall dire& them to
act otherwife.

TuAT in any of the foregoing cafes,
thefe are our prefent thoughts; but that
we do not mean by fuch a plan, to re-
ftri them from taking any advantage
that may ofter, in cafe of a rupture de-
clared.

Tuis plan being fettled for the-Patna

party,
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party, in cafe of a rupture, the queftion
is put,

How they fhall be informed of a rup-
ture, or what they fhall conftrue as fuch ?

Myr. Johnftone’s Opznion.

M=r. JounsToNE thinks, the Nabob’s
ftopping our communication by letter,
and moving, in confequence, with his
army and artillery towards Patna, when
there is no other enemy in the country
adjacent, againft whom hemay have caufe
to move, or it ought, in reafon, to be
believed, that he dire&s his march, or
the march of his army, this way, attend-
ed by any correfpondent ats of hoftility
of his forces ftationed at or round Patna,
fuch as ftopping their provifionsand com-
munication with the country, or oppo-
fing our people in the execution of their
bufinefs, might, in the prefent circum-
ftances, be conftrued by them as a rup-
ture, and that they might immediately
proceed to a& as directed in the plan.

The Prefident’s Opinion.
THE Prefident thinks Mr. Joknftone’s
propofal is extremely vague, and leaves
it
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it in the power of the gentlemen at Pat-
na, by an error in judgment, to involve
us in a war which we would rather a-
void, and therefore would propofe, that
the orders to the gentlemen at Patna
thould be after this manner: ¢ That
¢ they will be inftantly informed by us,
<« if we fhould be obliged to declare a
< rupture with the Nabob, and that,
¢ therefore, they muft wait for fuch in-
« formation, before they a& upon the
<¢ plan laid down, keeping, in the mean
<« time, well on their guard, and de-
¢ fending themfelves and the Compa-
¢ ny’s rights againft all attacks.” ‘That
he propofes thefe limited orders the ra-
ther, becaufe he looks upon the party at
Patna to be of fuch firength *, as to run
no rifk from any attack of the Nabob.

THE queftion being put to the reft of
the Board, which of thefe opinions thould
be adopted.

Mr. Watts’s, &c. Opinion.
Mess. WaTTs, Marriott, Haftings,
Cartier and Billers, agree to the Prefi-

fident’s.
* See the return annexed. Mr.
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Mr. Batfon’s Opinion.
" MR. BaTson is of Mr. Johnftone’s
opinion, becaufe, after the Nabob has
once commenced hoftilities  againft us,
the tying up our party at Patna,
from a&ing on the offenfive, as well as
the defenfive, will give him an advan-
tage, and fubjet us to a difadvantage in
cafes of exigency that may happen.
Major Adams’s Opinion.
"Major Apams thinks the gentle-
men at Patna ought not to commence
hottilities withoutthe orders of the Board,
but that, fhould the Nabob march alarge
force towards Patna, without any appa-
rent reafon, or otherwife commit any a&
of hoftility, they fhould take any ftep
for their own fecurity, even to the taking
of the city of Patna, if it thould be deem-
ed abfolutely neceffary, and there defend
themfelves without proceeding further,
until they receive the orders of the Board.
Opinion of the Majority and Refolution in
Confequence.
THE majority ot the Board being of
the Prefident’s opinion.

Vor. III. ° M AGREED,
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AGREED, That we write to Patna,
and tranfmit them a copy of thefe refo-
lutions for their government.

Myr. Johnftone’s Differt.

MR. JounsTONE begs leave to diffent
from this refolution of the majority, or-
dered to be tranfmitted toPatna, becaufe,
he thinks the reftraining the gentlemen
there from a&ing offenfively, till they
have notice from hence of our declaring
a breach with the Nabob, although he
may proceed to diret open aécts of hofti-
lity againft them, is giving the Nabob
all the advantages he could defire, thould
his refolution be to attack that detach-
ment ; the firft, in hopes of overpower-
ing it before our army can arrive to its
afliftance. The very intention of our
council, Mr. Johnftone underftood, was
to prevent the ill-confequences that might
attend a ftoppage of our correfpondence
by letter, by the Patna party not having
dire&ions how to a&, in cafe the Nabob
began hoftilities, and prevented our in-
telligence by removing the dauks, and
ftopping all letters; fhould the Nabob

march towards Patna, we can expe& no
notice
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notice of it but from the chief there,
which, as the dauks will of courfe be re-
moved, may very probably not reach us
in lefs than ten or twelve days ; as many
more may elapfe before they receive the
Board’sdeclarationof arupture, by which
they arc tied up at leaft twenty days, not
to attempt any thing againft the Nabob,
or the city of Patna, though their only
hope of taking it, depends on their at-
tempting it before the Nabob can reach
it; and their circumftances, in regard to
provifion, and in many other refpeéts
may be fuch, as that their prefervation may
greatly depend on their carrying it. In
war, to prevent and defeat the defigns
of an enemy, is allowed to be juft as well
as prudent; but this liberty, fo efiential
to felf-prefervation, is denied to our fel-
low-fervants, though ever fo fair occa-
fion may offer. Mr. Johnftone is not
more for their declaring war and begin-
ning hoftilities the firft, than any other
gentlemen at the Board; but he thinks
it ought; and may be very reafonably
left to the prudence of the gentlemen at

M 2 Patna,
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Patna, to judge what are open a@s of

hoftility on the part of the Nabob, who

is already armed and bids us defiance.
Further Proceedings of the Board.

IT is further refolved,

TuaT if a rupture does happen, ma-
jor Adams fhall march with the King’s
regiment, and all the Company’s troops
at Gherettee and Calcutta; captain Broad-
brook’s and Maclean’s battalions of fee-
poys compleated, alfocaptain Champion’s
company of military from Jellafore, to-
gether with the following artillery, viz.
two twelve-pounders, fix fix-pounders,
and two howitzers. The major is, there-
fore, dcfired to make the neceffary lifts
of ftores accordingly. And it is further
refolved, That feven companies of fee-
poys from Jellafore, and three from
Burdwan, fthall, in fuch cafe, be ordered
to Calcutta to compleat the two batta-
lions, to go with major Adams, and ferve
for the duties of the Prefidency.”

ON the 18th, we received the follow-
ing letter from Mr. Ellis and his council,

dated March 5, 1763, which will thew
how
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how ftrongly the report prevailed, that
our forces at Patna would attack the city,
fince the Nabob’s officer commanding
there, thought it neceffary to take fuch
extraordinary precautions for the defence
of it. It will thew alfo, in how much
contempt they held the Nabob and his
forces at this time; although they could
afterwards exaggerate them as much,
when it ferved as an argument to {upport
their application, for a power to a& as

they thought proper.

Letter jfrom Patna.
c¢ YOUR favour of the 24th ultimo,

we received the 2d inftant, and
immediately difpatched the letter in-
clofed therein to the Nabob. As far as
we can judge, he inclines not to pacifick
meafures ; for fince the receipt of your
letters of the 7th and 1oth ultimo, he
has been conftantly fending troops into
this city ; the commanders of his forces
in different parts of the country here-
abouts, are under orders to affemble at
Patna, and fome of them are actually in
M 3 motion,
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motion, by which it feems as if he in-
tended a blow at this party ; on that head,
however, we are pérfeitly eafy, but un-
der the deepeft concern for the fate of
the city, which we are hourly apprehen-
five will be plundered by the licentious,
undifciplined rabble within its walls.
The fuburbs are already entirely deftroy-
ed, and the wretched fituation of people
of all ranks, is more eafy to conceive
than defcribe.

MEeErR MiNDY CAwN is the name of
theperfon whom the Nabob has appoint-
ed his naib here, but to this time he has
not paid the chief the ufual compliment
of acquainting him with his arrival ; he
carries on the preparations for attack or
defence (for as yet we know not which
to call them) with more vigor than his
predeceflor, and thereby adds to the ter-
ror and alarm of the inhabitants. The
night before laft, the whole of his people
were under arms till the morning ; great
part of yefterday the gates were kept thut,
and the relief of our hofpital guard refu-
fued admittance ; upon which, the chief

wrote
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wrote him a letter ; a2 copy of it we now
inclofe, as likewife of his anfwer. 'The
guard has been fince admitted, but the
burbunna gate f{till remains fthut.

IT is commonly talked, that the Na-
bob has fent this Mindy Cawn to drive
out the Englifh ; but you will judge that
there is not much danger to be appre-
hended from a man, whofe talent feems
chiefly to lie in founding his own praifes.
His infolence may, however, reduce us
to the difagreeable neceflity of taking
the city from him. With the greateft
difficulty, we have collected money fuf-
ficient to pay our Europeans for this
month, and our feepoys for March ; and
have not, at this time, a fingle rupee in
cafh ; we therefore requeft you will take
the moft {fpeedy method of fupplying us.”

MR. JounsToNE, who had already*
interrupted the publick bufinefs by per-
fonal refle&tions on me, for the diftinc-
tion made by the Nabob in his letter to
Mahomed Allee, of the Company’s duf-

M4 - tuck

* See page 77, of this Vol.
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tuck and my own ; refumed the fame
fubje& in the following minute, in the
confultation of the 18th, to which I
fhall {ubjoin my reply.

Extratt of Corgfa.ltatian of April 18, 1763.
ohnftone’s Minute.
MR JOHN sTONE begs leave to re-
mark, in anfwer to the Prefi-
dent’s minute of the 28th of March, that
the true tranflation of the paragraph of
the Nabob’s letter, to Mahomed Allee,
No. 29, hereto fubjoined, done by Mr.
Gulfton, is very different from that
which Mr. Vanfittart appeals to, and
ftands entered in the country correfpon-
dence, and which Mr. Johnftone obje&ted
to at that time, though by not then being
able to get the original, it could not be
altered. The very letter produced by the
Prefident, which though wrote after the
appearance of his order of the Nabob’s,
he would refer to as a proof, that no a-
greement of this kind had ever been
mentioned betwixt him and the Nabob,
plainly and exprefsly declares the fame
fenfe
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fenfe of the paragraph that we have fol-
lowed, referring to the gomaftahs of
Mr. Vanfittart’s private bufinefs, who
might have either the Company’s, or his
own private duftuck, that they fhould
not be impeded further.

IT does not appear from any line in
the Nabob’s letter, that the Governor’s
trade was ftopped, nor any inftance or
place referred to, which would have
been the cafe, and particularized, it may
be fuppofed, as well in regard to them,
as to his particular gomaftah Coja Wannis.

By this, and many other of the Na-
bob’s publick letters and orders, it ap-
pears, he confidered and directed nine per
cent. to be levied on whatever goods are
purchafed, being the produce of this
country, without regard to their being
for exportation or inland trade.”

Extraél of the Nabob’s Letter (delivered
in by Mr. Johnftone.) -

L HE Governor writes to me, that'
¢ you interrupt his own gomai=

¢ tah; notwithftanding irl the paper of ~

‘¢ regula-



170 A4 NARRATIVE of the

<¢ regulations, there is no diftinction of
¢ private and publick. Yet, as the Go-
¢ vernor is my friend, I accordingly
« write to you, not to impede the go-
¢ maftah of his private trade, that may
“« have with him either the Governor’s
¢ or Company’s duftuck.”
The Prefident’s Rephy.

INn anfwer to Mr. Johnftone’s further
minute, I obferve, that the only differ-
ence between Mr. Rogers’s tranflation
of the poitfcript of the Nabob’s letter to
Mahomed Allee, and Mr. Gulflon’s *,
is, that in the firft it ftands zbe gomaftab,
in the other zbe faid gomaflah ; but whe-
ther the Nabob’s intention was general,
or particular, all that I affert, is, that I
never defired, nor would accept of any

privilege, for my gomaftahs, over thofe
of

* See Mr. Rogers’s tranflation, page 1, of this
Vol. Mr. Gulfton’s is the above extra&t, delivered
in by Mr. Johnftone, who thinks proper to produce
that part only of the Nabob’s letter, becaufe inthe

beginning of the very fame letter, it appears, that
the trade in queftion, which Mahomed Allee had

ftopped, belonging to me, was a part of thirty bales
of cloth, provided for me with the Company’s duf-

tuck.
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of the reft of the gentlemen in the fer-
vice3 and that I never fealed duftucks
with any other than the Company’s ufu-
al duftuck feal. My letter to the Nabob,
No. I. dated January 24, contained the
complaint I mentioned, of two parcels
of my own goods being ftopped, with
the Company’s duftuck, under the charge
of Ramnaut Holdar, and Coja Afkafuk,
belonging to Coja Wannis; and it was
in confequence of that complaint, the
Nabob fent the orders in queftion to Ma-~
homed Allee, in which the complaint of
Coja Afkafuk, and Coja Wannis is par-
ticularly noticed. As foon as I got a
fight of thefe orders, I wrote the Nabob,
as by the extra& entered in confultation
the 28th of March, tolet him fee thatI
did not mean to have any particular in-
dulgence for my own gomaftahs, but
expected equal juftice with others.”

MeEssieurs Amyatt and Hay remain-
ed fome time at Coflimbuzar, waiting
for the Nabob’s approbation of their vifit
to proceed. His anfwer arrived on the

20th,
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2oth, and fignified, tho’ reluctantly, his
confent to receive the deputation. This
letter, and one received fome days be-
fore, being laid before the Board, it was
determined by the majority, after a long
debate, that Mefl. Amyattand Hay fthould
proceed. The Nabob’s letters, and the
debates upon the fubject, I fhall enteras
follows. :

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob #o the
Governor. Dated April 2, 1763.

‘< I HAvEe been favored with your let-

ter of the 24th of March. I did
not expect, that while I was going to
take another country you would fend
troops into mine. You fome time ago
wrote to me, while I was at Beteea, that
the bufinefs of the country, in the dif-
trics was obftru&ed; and that you thould
fend people to prevent it; but you did
not write that you would feize and carry
away my aumils, and difgrace them. I
do not write anfwers to Mr. Ellis’s let-
ters on this account, becaufe, from the

beginning, he had one meanmg in his
mouth
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mouth, and another in his heart; and
acted contrary to what he wrote, as in
the affair of the opium, where he took
a bond from all the merchants, by which
he was to purchafe it himfelf; and for
#his Mr. Ellis wrote to Nobit Roy. But
concerning the falt petre, which is the
Company’s own bufinefs, he wrote no-
thing, nor did he afk any queftions re-
lative to it; but at once fent feepoys,
and feized the aumil of Taajepoor, whom
he accufed of impeding the fait petre,
and carried him away bound. As the
{alt petre bufinefs is of the greateft im-
‘portance, it was proper, that he thould
write in the fame manner as he did about
the opium. When feepoys were fent,
Rajah NobitRoyfenthis Chubdar to him,
to know on what bufinefs they were go-
ing into the perganahs. Mr. Ellis an-
fwered, that when they returned from
their bufinefs, he would know. A co-
py of Nobit Roy’s letter I inclofe. ¥
any one had refufed to liften to him, then
he might have fent people to prevent his
bufinefs being obftructed, not tobind and

carry
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carry away my officers. I before wrote
you, that I was coming to Rajemahl,
"and would act according to your direc-
tions ; but not regarding this, you fent
people to the diftrits, and created dif-
turbances. Unable to help myfelf, I

have taken off all duties.
Ir notwithftanding this, you fend peo-

ple to the perganahs, I fhall doubtlefs
imagine you have another ally in view.
WiTH regard to your fending Mr. A-
myatt, I before wrote, that of mercantile
affairs, nothing is left to be fettled. I
have now only the revenues of a fmall
parcel of land. If youfend him to regu-~
late this, let me know. As to mercantile
affairs, I have relinquithed every thing,
and nothing remains for him to negoti-
ate. In future, fhould you have any
thing to do in refpec to the revenues of
thecountry, do it with fomeother perfon.
IN regard to the expreffion of férvants
and men of low condition, which is thought
to reflect on the gentlemen of Council.
Hitherto I have had no knowledge of

the gentlemen of the Council. The fer-
: vants
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vants and menof low condition, are what-
ever perfons make a difference between
the reputation and bufinefs of the Com-
pany and mine, and endeavor to create a
difturbance and difputes between us, and
what can be more plain and exprefs than
this ? In a place wherc one man, or let-
ter of yours, would be fufficient to clear
your bufinefs, and carry it on in a pro-
per manner there, to fend feepoys (fer-
vants and men of low condition) and
companies of feepoys, to take my ofhcers
and carry them away bound, and do their
utmoft to make a difturbance between
you and me. Confider, Sir, whether
this is a proceeding of men of low cha-
racter, or of men of rank and dignity?”

Copy of a Letter jfrom the Nabob fo the
Governor. Dated April 11, 1763.

‘“« T Have received yourfriendly letter,
in which you write me, that < if

““ you and the gentlemen of Council
““ were inclined to bring on a rupture;
the difputes and hoftile proceedings,
in feveral places, would have given
<< {ufhcient
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fufficient occafion for declaring it im-
mediately ; but that a rupture, and
the fetting up another Nazim, is by
no means your defire, for which rea-
fon you had appointed Mr. Amyatt,
and Mr. Hay, to confer with me, that
the difturbances might be put an end
to, and our friendfhip confirmed ; and
that befides the article of cuftoms,
they had other articles in charge,
therefore, I fhould write to thofe two
gentlemen, defiring them, in a friend-
ly manner, to come ; for with refpect
to the cuftoms, the orders lately given
by the fircar, were not confiftent with
the Company’s rights and interefls ;
and that if I thould refufe to confer
with thofe two gentlemen, it would
occafion a rupture between us.” Sir,

it is furprizing, that you do not fee the
a&tions of your own people, and will not
give credit to them.

NoTwIiITHSTANDING the treaties be-

tween us and the country, and the mo-
ney I have given for the Company’s ar-
my, the only favor fhewn me on all fides,

18
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is the fending troops, and feizing the
aumils of the diftrict of Dacca, attack-
ing and beating the tannadars of Jatira-
poor ; and, on the Patna fide, taking
my aumils, and keeping them in prifon.
What are greater hoftilities than thefe ?
It is furprizing, that you do not fee the
-difturbances of your own people, and
will derive every thing, tending to hofti-
lities, from my words and letters ; and
having prepared an army, the gentlemen
.hold themfelves ready to begin a war
with me. I am really ftruck with a-
mazement.

WitH refpe& to Mr. Amyatt and Mr.
Hay, I before wrote, that if they came
only on a vifit, my houfe was theirs.

Now I write again, that if they come
with only one or two companies of ne-
ceflary attendants, I have no objection.
But I muft remark, that on the one fide,
you ufe only violent meafures ; while on
the other, looking towards the treaties
between us, you fend to confer. A con-
ference, attended with fuch unreafonable

violences, never was heard of in any
Vou. III. N courn-
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country, and certainly you intend to do
nothing contrary to cuftom.

By what you write of other articles
of bufinefs, befides the cuftoms, I un-
derftand, that for this remaining coun-
try, which is left for my fhare, you have
appointed me aumil, or regard me as
wadadar, or zemindar, or gomaftah, or
muttafeddee; that you have given in
charge to the faid gentlemen other ar-
ticles of bufinefs, exclufive of cuftoms.
Write me fully and explicitly of this,
that I may be acquainted and aét accor-
dingly.”

LExtra® of Confultation of the 20th of
April, 1763. (Prefent Mej. Vanfittart,
Batfon, Cartier, Haftings, Johnftone,
Marriottand Watts.) The Nabob’s Let-
ter of the 11th Inflant, being read and
debated on at the Board, as alfo bis An-
Sfwer to Mr. Amyatt's Letter wrote at
the fame time.

« THE queftion was put, whether
Mefl. Amyatt and Hay fhould in
confequence be recommended to proceed
- . to
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to Mongheer, and demand of the Nabob
a definitive an{fwer to the points contain-
ed in their inftru&ions.

Mr. Watts’s Opinion.

MRr. WaTTs is of opinion, that the
prefent letters received from the Nabob,
are as evafive as thofe read in confulta-
tion the r11th of April; and that they
are not in the leaft fatisfaCtory, therefore
thinks, from the treachery the Moors are
famous for, and the Nabob’s difpofition
and chara&er, that it is unfafe for
Mefl. Amyattt and Hay to proceed ; but
as every method ought to be tried to pre-
vent a rupture, he propofes, that the
letter be {ent to thofe gentlemen, and if
they believe no rifk would attend them,
he is of opinion, it would certainly be
very proper for themto proceedto Mong-
heer, and demand a pofitive anf{wer to
their inftru&ions.

Mr. Marriott’s Opinion.

MR. MAaRrRRIOTT is of opinion, that
a copy of the Nabob’s letter to the Pre-
fident, and his letter to Mr. Amyatt,
fhould be tranfmitted to Mefl. Amyatt
and Hay; and that they fhould be re-

N 2 commended
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commended to proceed to Mongheer,and
require, from the Nabob, a definitive
anfwer to every point of their inftruc-
tions, as being the moft {fpeedy and cer-
tain method of bringing things to a con-
clufion.

Mpr. Johnftone’s Opinion.

I THiNnk the Nabob gives not Meff.
Amyatt and Hay any greater encourage-
ment to go on their deputation, by the
letters now before us, than in thofe he
wrote of the 2d inftant. The Nabob
only confents to receive their vifit, if
they come as friends ; but without fati{~
fying us, he will treat with them on bu-
finefs, on which we had demanded a po-
fitive anfwer ; and the exprefiions of his
letters induce me to think, he will make
ufe of this pretext, of his not having
confented to enter on bufinefs, to decline
treating on any of the points for which
thefe gentlemen are deputed.

I wouLD leave it to thofe gentlemen
to'judge and decide, whether they have
fufficient reafon to proceed in hopes-.of
fuccefs from fuch anequivocalletter; and,
in the mean time, would have all the

' ftores

£

l:"
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ftores tranfported to Gherettee, and all
the other preparations made agreeable to
the indent of major Adams. That what-
ever refolution be taken hereafter, a day
may not be loft in waiting after we have
determined.

Myr. Haftings’s Opinion.

TuE Nabob, in my judgment, plain-
ly declares, that he is very willing to re-
ceive Mr. Amyatt’s vifit, and only ex-
prefles his fears, left he fhould be go-
ing upon an hoftile intention ; for this
reafon, and to put a ftop to the infur-
reCtions which thefe difputes have given
rife to, in the province of Bahar, and
the alarm {pread thro’ both provinces,
I think Mefl. Amyatt and Hay fhould
proceed, without lofs of time, on their
deputation.

Mr. Cartier’s Opinion.

MRr. CARTIER is of the fame opinion
with Mr. Marriott.

Mr. Batfon’s Opinion.

IN the fenfe I underftand the Nabob’s
letters, he ftill refufes to treat with Mefl.
Amyatt and Hay on any matters of bu-~
finefs, and ftill continues in the fame evil

N 3 difpo-



182 A NARRATIVE of #be

difpofition towards us; I therefore think

it improper for thofe gentlemen to pro-

ceed on their deputation.

The Prefident’s Opinion, and that of the
Majority.

'THE Prefident agrees in opinion with
Mr. Marriott ; and that appearing alfo
to be the opinion of the marjority.

Refolution in Confequence.,

AGREED, that we do write accordingly

to Mefl. Amyatt and Hay."”

WauirsT this point was in debate,
the following letter was received from
the Chief and Council at Patna to the
Board. Dated April 11, 1763,

‘e IT is highly neceflary, that you fhould

bring matters to a fpeedy iflue with
the Nabob, for the difaffe&ted zemindars,
and other male-contents, taking the ad-
vantage of his infamous and foolifh be-
havior, are rifing up in arms, and threa-
ten deftru&ion to the country. He has
already loft Beteea, and we have intelli-
gence, that Camgar Cawn, Baboo Cawn,
and fome other Chiefs, are plundering the

country about Doudnagar. The Bouge-
poor
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poar Rajahs are alfo aflembling forces on
the other fide of the river; and we dai-
ly expe& to hear of their entering and
poffefling themfelves of their antient do-
mains.”

WaATEVER was the defign of thofe
gentlemen, in painting, in fuch ftrong
colors, the troubled ftate of the province
of Bahar, it could not but have fome
weight with the Board, in fhewing the
neceffity of putting an end as f{peedily
as poffible to our difputes with the Na.-
bob, and muft have afforded a convinc-
ing argument of the little inclination the
Nabob could have to protra¢t them,
fince the confequences, according ta this
reprefentation, appeared fo fatal to "his
country, and deftructive to his govern-
ment. At the famne time, truth obhgcs
me to obferve, that the whole ftory was
without foundation, it being well known,
that the province never enjoyed a ftate
of more perfe& tranquility. Not a zé-
mindar in the country, ever lifted up his
hand againft the Nabab, from the bex
ginning of our troubles; and Ca}qlga‘?

N 4 =~ Cawn,
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Cawn, in particular, upon the firft call,
joined him with all his forces. The a-
verfion which theNabob thewed toMefi.
Amyatt and Hay’s vifit is very obferva-
ble, thro’ every one of his letters, and
the reafon is as obvious. He was now
firmly perfuaded by Mr. Ellis’s conduét,
and the approbation it met from the
Board, that they were refolved to break
with him ; and he well knew Mr. A-
myatt’s conne&ion with that gentleman,
and his difaffe&®ion to himfelf. Thefe
circumftances, added to thereport (which
he readily believed) of our forces being
actually on the march againft him, made
him conceive, that the propofed nego-
tiation was only a blind to other defigns ;
and that Meff. Amyatt and Hay were
going to conduct or affift them. I thought
no way fo likely to convince him his
apprehenfions were groundlefs, as the ar-
rival of thofc gentlemen, when he would
fee, with his own eyes, that they had
only a fmall efcort.

ON the fecond of May a letter ar-
rived from the Nabob, addrefled to the
Company, of which the fullowing is a
tran{lation. Copy
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Copy of a Letter from tbe Nabob fo tbe
Company. Dated April 21, 1763.
¢ HE particulars of the ruinous
ftate of Bengal, you will have
been doubtlefs acquainted with from the
writingsof Mr. Vanfittart, your Governor,
and the other gentlemen of the Council,
the fame I will briefly lay before you.
THE Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier
Cawn, by the affiftance of Colonel Clive,
became Nazim of Bengal. But by rea-
fon of the infirmities of old age, he was
incapable of beftowing that attention
which was neceflary to the adminiftra-
tion of affairs ; efpecially after the death
of his fon by a ftroke of lightning, when
an excefs of grief and affli¢tion, depriv-
ed him of the exercife of his reafon and
underftanding, and added to the infirmi-
ties of old age. At this time the Prince
of the empire, whilft his father was yet
in pofleffion of the throne, by reafon of
the enmity of the Omrahs coming-down
from Delly, arrived in the diftricts of
Patna, and caufed great tzoubles there.
\ ALTHO
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Ay Tno’ Aulumgheer, hisfather, wrote
to Meer Mahomed Jaflier Cawn, to fend
the Prince to his prefence; yet, asthe
Prince had no fixed refidence, the en-
deavors of the Nabob afore-named, and
of the Englith army, were productive of
no profitable effe¢t, whilft the revenues
of the country were entirely obftructed,
and the bufinefs alfo of the Company’s
commerce was much impeded. Dur-
ing this confufion, the Nabob afore-nam-
cd became indebted about two crores of
rupees to his army, and the troops of
the Company, befides the debt owing
to the Sircar of the Company, from the
Nabob afore-named; of which, from
his extreme negligence, and want of au-
thority, he was unable to difcharge the
finalleft part*, andhewas reducedto fuch
an extremity, that the army furrounded,
and tumultuoufly gathered about him
every day for their arrears, whilft the
demands of the Royal treafure became
more prefling.

Besipes this, he was indebted to o-

ther merchants ; and the Morattas lay at
the
* In the original, the tenth of a tenth.



Tranfaitions in BERGAL. 187

the diftance of five or fix cofs from
Moorfhedabad, encreafing the general
diforder, and pofifefling themfelves of the
whole country. Upen this occafion, the
honor and dignity of the Nabob afore~
named, was openly attacked by the hands
of the army and other people, who fur-
rounded his houfe, and crowded uponand
underneath his walls, loading him with
opprobrious language, and raining ftones
and bricks upon him.

WHEN I faw things come to this pafs,
and the army and the people, who, from
the profpe&t of their impending ruin, had
applied themfelves to me, were a little
appeafed ; I offered myfelf as fecurity for
the arrears of the army, andI fatisfied the
people. Then, by the means of Mr.
Haftings, I made known to the Gover-
nor, Mr. Vanfittart, the extremity to
which my honer was reduced ; the uni-
verfal confufieon which reigned in the
Nizamut, that all methedshad proved in-
effe@tual, and that the people and the ar-
my had applied -themfelves to me, and
therefore I defired him to come and af-

: fift
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fit me. 'The Governor, Mr. Vanfittart,
feeing the diforderly ftate of the Nizi-
mut, and of the currency of the Com-
pany’s affairs, judged ithighly advifeable,
that I thould be invefted with the di-
re€ion of the affairs of the country, and
the command of the forces of the Nabob
afore-named ; with this view, he came
with fome of his council to Moortheda-
bad, and advifed the Nabob in thefe
terms. ¢ Do you remain at eafe and in
¢¢ quiet in the palace, and entruft all
¢ your affairs to him *, who will ferve
<« you with his heart and life, and ef-
<« feCtually reftore good order to your
¢¢ country.” The Nabob afore-named,
not confenting to remain at Moorfheda-
bad, immoveably declared that he would
go to Mecca, and accordingly, with this
defign, departed to Calcutta, where I
have ever fince remitted a monthly fum
for his fubfiftence. For this caufe, re-
garding the welfare of the people, and
the prefervation of my own honor and
chara&er, which were united with the

Nabob
* Meer Coflim.
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Nabob afore-named, I firenuoufly ap-
plied myfelf to the management and ef-
tablithment of the affairs of thefe pro-
vinces.

Tue Governor, Mr. Vanfittart, repre-
fented to me, that the Company fuffered
a great lofs by the heavy expences of the
Englith forces, and he defired that I
would affign a tract of land for their pay,
and they fhould attend me, and be of
fervice to me : I replied, that I would
pay them ready money. When he con-
fented not to this, exclufive of the ready
money, effects, lands, and the farm of
{alt-petre, given by the Nabob Meer
Jaffier Cawn, I affigned three diftri¢ts,
which produced an income of fifty lacks
of rupees for the charges of the forces of
the Company ; that they might colle&t
the rents as they pleafed, and apply them
to the defraying of their expences, and
when called upon, afford me affiftance.
Befides this, I furnifthed five lacks of ru-
pees, as an affiftance which was necef-
fary for the charges of the Company’s
forces, in the fiege of the fort of Pondi-

cherry.
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cherry. Alfo, twenty lacks of rupees,
the debt owing from the Nabeb Meer
Mahomed Jaffier Cawn, I entirely dif~
charged. At that time, the troubles
caufed by the Prince increafing, I march-
ed from Moorthedabad to the province
of Bahar, expeling to be affifted by the
Company’s forces; and as the father of
Shah * Aalum was dead, I addrefled the
Shah, requefting, that whatever impro-
per meafures had been taken by Meer
Mahomed Jaffier Cawn, he would par-
don my offences, and the fums due to
the imperial fircar T would pay. But
feveralgentlemen and chiefs of the Com-
pany’s forces (of whom there were at
that time many difmiffions and changes)
making certain agreements with the
Prince, condu@ed him to Patna, and
aflociating with fome of the muttafed-
dees of the Nizamut, and having taken
the fort of Patna into their own poflef-
§on, they laid me under an heavy ex-
peirce to my- troops for fix months, and

e ffrove

* The name affumed by the Prince, on the dezth
- of his father.
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firove to throw all my affairs into difor-
der. By theblefling of God, Mr. Van-
fittart remaining firm to his treaty and
agreement, called feveral gentlemen from
Patna to Calcuttn, fo that their defigns
proved abortive ; and by paying and pro-
mifing, I prevailed upon Shah Aajum to
return toward the imperial city. What
I have done thefe three years for the
welfare of the people, the care of the
country, the prefervation of youor friend-
thip, and the currency of your affairs, is
as manifeft as the fun. There is no oc-
cafion for me to write it, and without
doubt, you have been fufficiently inform-
ed of it from the addrefles of your Go-
vernor, Mr. Henry Vanfittart. The con-
dition of thefe three years, how fhall I
write, and what I have f{uffered, and yet
do f{uffer, from the hands of feveral gen-
tlemen ? The flame of enmity every day
rifes higher ; whatever they pleafe they
do, binding and carrying away my offi-
cers ; whatever comes into their mouths
‘they {peak, and they place guards upan
my houfes and forts. .

ON
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ON any taxable goods imported, I have
never troubled them for one rupee; and
fuch of the moft valuable commodities of
the country, as they have bought and
carried to other ports, have paffed in like
manner, without any demand from me
for duties upon them. Yet not contented
with thisextenfive trade in all articles free
from duties, they carry on a trade in
many things not cuftomary, fuch as dried
fith, ftraw, Pamboos, beetle-nut, falt,
tobacco, timvers, and other trifling ar-
ticles, which ufed to afford the means of
fubfiftance to the poor and indigent in
- the country, nor are fit for exportation,
nor can produce any profit to the Com-
pany; and for their own trade and ad-
vantage they raife difputes.

By fuch means, the poor, and the in-
habitants of the country were reduced
to, and ftill continue in ruin and mifery ;
of all thefe matters I wrote repeatedly to
.the governor, Mr. Vanfittart. Altho’
he did not confider, nor do juftice to the
poor, nor redrefs their oppreflions, yet
for my fake he came to me, and agree-

ing
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ing to a {mall duty on goods bought and
fold in the country, he returned to Cal-
cutta. But feveral gentlemen of the
council, ‘not regarding the words or a&s
of the Governor, proceeded to improper
and unbecoming meafures, and fixed the
root of enmity fo deep, that there was
no refource left in Béngal, and the dif-
orders of theNizamutaredailyincreafing.
Whatever I fay or write upon this occa-
fion, thefe gentlemen will not confider,
nor do me juftice : difregarding the treaty
and good name of the Company, they
defire not to abftain from’ hurting their
own characters with the Company, nor
to abide by our agreement.

BuT I have one hope yet left in the
juftice of the Company, fince in the pre-
fence of the Company, the iniquity of
any one, whether relation or ftranger,
fervant or friend, meets not with coun-
tenance ; and fuch pra&tices as tend to
the fubverfion of the country, and the
ruin of the inhabitants, will, upon no
account, be approved of by you. Af-
furedly, on hearing thefe things, you will

Vour. III. o gracioufly
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gracioufly befriend me; and I, for my
own part, ever attentive to the friend-
fhip, the confirmation of the union, and
the obfervance of the treaty and agree-
ment with the Company, which‘l have
in my hands, under the feal of the Com-
pany, do remain, and will continue, in
quiet and forbearance to the utmoft of
my power. Ihave that reliance on your
friendfthip and benevolence, that you will,
in the ftri¢teft manner, enjoin the chiefs
of the army, and the gentlemen that re-
fide in, or may come into thefe parts to
aflift and befriend me according to the
treaty and agreement, nor in contradic-
tion thereto, to labour at introducing
diforders into the country, and amongft
the inhabitants.

IT is proper that you grant me an an-
fwer to this addrefs, that hereafter I may
have a written pledge of your affection
and kindnefs, to fhew to thefe gentlemen,
that your affairs and mine may be con-
duced in a proper manner. In this view
I fhall ufe my endeavors, and labour with
my heart and life in promoting the fuc-
cefs of your affairs. IF
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Ir you refufe me this, this province,
on which your commerce and my Niza-
mut depend, will be one entire {cene of
ruin and mifery, without any refource
left 5 and with the payments to the royal
trcafury, the charges of the army, and
other neceflary expences, I fhall be in-
volved in inextricable diftrefles. For your
information I have reprefented this. What
more fhall I trouble you with ? May the
degree of your wealth and profperity be
for ever encreafing”.

From the good fenfe and temper ap-
parent in this letter, I now began to
flatter myfelf with the hopes of arecon-
ciliation; nor were they a little encou-
raged by the good opinion I had of Mr.
Amyatt, whom, in fpite of the lengths
to which the violence and unhappy in-
fluence of others had driven him, I knew
to be poffefled of a moderate difpofition,
and by nature, the moft ill-fuited to the
litigious fcenes in which he had unwarily
engaged. The Nabob had always pro-
fefled a favorable opinion of him; and as

O 2 by
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by this time he muft have been con-
vinced, that the report of our forces be-
ing on the march againft him, was with-
out foundation, his obje&ions to the
vifit muft vanith of courfe. I therefore
made it my endeavor, in all my letters
to the Nabob, to convince him of the
good intentions of Mr. Amyatt, and to
perfuade him to yield to the terms which
were prefcribed to him, repeating the
aflurances of my own unchanged attach-
ment, with promifes of redrefs from the
juftice of the Company, to which he had
appealed.  But it was now too late, our
differences had taken too deep root to be
ramnoved : Mr. Ellis, encouraged by the
tupport afforded him by the Board, con-
tinucd to widen the breach ; and the Na-
bob, tired outwithrepeated provocations,
and more plainly convinced of my ina-
bility to prote& him, loft all temper,
and thewed himfelf from this time fcarce
lefs violent than his enemies.

On the gth of May we received the
following letter from the chief and coun-
cil at Patna.

Patna
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Patna Letter to the Board.

« E have received your favor of

" the 14th inftant, with the re-
folutions of the Board, which as far as
we can comprehend them, will not al-
low us to conftrue any a& of the Nabob
as hoftile, althougk ever fo greatly ten-
ding to our ruin, but we are to wait un-
til we have notice from you of a rupture
being declared. Who there may be to
receive your commands is hard to fay,
but moft probably, neither any of us,
nor of the party now here, as we (hall
clearly evince.

WE have had intelligence (not from
hircarras) that if the army fhould come
from Calcutta, the Nabob intends march-
ing here to attack us; in which cafe, he
will certainly remove our dauks, and cut
off all communication by that channel.
It will be the third day of his march be-
fore we can receive certain advice of it ;
and a fingle coffid will be twelve days
reaching Calcutta, provided he meets
with no impediment; but it is more
probable that, at fuch a juncture, he ne-

O 3 VET



198 A N ARRATIVE of the

ver gets there, and ftill more fo, that
your an{wer never reaches us.

How then are we to ac&t ? This faftory,
it is well known, 1s not tenable if attack-
cd from the city, and to abandon it, will,
amongft many other evils, give fuch a
thock to the {pirit of our troops, as may
induce the greateft part of our feepoys,
(in whom our principal ftrength confifts)
to defert us, and go over to the Nabob,
where they are better infured of f{uccefs,
and will meet with ample encouragement,
which has not been f{pared, even when"
there was no appearance of a rupture, to
thofe who would defert with their arms.
Another fubftantial reafon why we can-
not leave the fattory, is, our having put
our ammunition, for its greater fecurity,
in the lower part of the houfe, the ma-
gazine where it before lay, being liable
to be blown up by a common rocket.

BuT let us fuppofe, for a moment,
that on the Nabob’s marching againft us,
we quit the faGtory and take poft; are
we to facrifice our {urgeons and fick who
refide in the city ? For it cannot be fup-

— pofed,
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pofed, that they will be permitted to
come out, or if they could, the fituation
of moft of them is fuch, that their being
brought into the air, will be attended
with certain death. 'When we have for-
tified ourfelves in this poft, our- affairs
are not at all mended ; for the Nabob
has only to furround and ftarve us, whilft
we, dying by inches, fit waiting for your
orders, which can never arrive, but with
the army, and that at the fooneft will be
forty days after his march from Mong-
heer. How are we to fubfift all this
time ? The Nabob feizes all provifions
coming from Bengal; and fuch is the
{carcity here, that had it not been for
the gunge, which fo much pains was
taken to abolith, we had long e’er now
been obliged to take up arms, to procure
our daily fuftenance ; but was there plen-
ty, we have not a rupee to purchafe it.
With the utmoft difficulty we have fcra-
ped money together to pay our troops,
for thefe two months paft ; and, at this
time, have not fufficient to difcharge a
fourth part of the demands, that will

O 4 be
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be upon us in a few days, altho’ we ac-
quainted you of the lownefs of our cafh
as long ago as the 2d of February. This
party, ’tis true, runs no ritk from the
Nabob, provided we are allowed to a&,
and make the moft of every advantage
that may offer ; but if our hands are ti-
ed, our deftru&tion becomes inevitable,
fuch a body as this muft ever a& offen-
fively and vigoroufly, and nip the de-
figns of the enemy in the bud. ’Tis
by fuch conduct only, that they can hope
to preferve themfelves; and, furely, it
is juft and laudable to make ufe of every
means, providence has put in our power,
to defeat the attacks of a cruel and
faithlefs enemy.

OvuRr fafety lies in maftering the city,
by a coup de main, before the Nabob
gets into it; for, afterwards, it may be
impracticable, and the confequence of
our a&ting on the defenfive any where
but in the city, we have already pointed
out. Our diftance from Calcutta is ve-
ry great,and whenever the Nabobmarches
this way, our communication will be eut

off,
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off, and moft probably not opened but by
your army. If therefore we fhould obey
nature’s firft law, we hope we fhall not
be found culpable, tho’ it may not per-
fe&ly coincide with your orders.

W E cannot conclude without obferv-
ing to you, that we think we have no
ways merited the diffidence you exprefs,
nor given the leaft reafon ever to {ufpe&,
that we would involve the Company in
a war by any rath or unpremeditated ftep.
We rather think, that we have given proof
of a contrary difpofition, in bearing the
many infults we have received, particu--
larly fince Mehdee Allee Cawn has been
appointed Naib here, whofe people have
even dared to abufe and call us oppro-
brious names aloud from the walls. We
thall be as far as any, to whom the ma-
nagement of the Company’s affairs are
entrufted, from bringing them into dif-
ficulties ; but when it is really neceflary,
thall endeavour to a& with a {pirit that
becomes fubjects of Britain, and fervants
of her greateft commercial body.

Y oUR letters are always one, and of-

ten
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ten two days earlier in date than any o-
thers from Calcutta, which gives the Na~
bob a great advantage in point of intel-
ligence. We therefore requeft you will
order them to be difpatched with the ut-

moft expedition.”

I cannoT help remarking here, up-
on the unbecoming ftyle and falfe reafon-
ing ufed in this letter. Inftead of a de-
cent reprefentation of their opinion, it
1s a pafiionate exclamation againft the or-
ders of the Board, which they endeavor
to make appear unintelligible, and in-
confiftent with the fafety of the Com-
pany’s fadtory and troops at Patna.

THE orders of the Board, at which the
chief and council of Patna are fo much
offended, were thefe *; that in cafe of
a rupture with the Nabob, we fhould
give them the earlieft notice, which they
were to wait ; and, in the mean time, they
were to content themfelves with defend-
ing the Company’s interefls and property
againit all invaders. This furely was fuf-

ficient,

* Sec page 162, of this Vol.
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ficient, for what danger could we appre-
hend to fo ftrong a detachment as theirs,
from any number of the Nabob’s forces.
They themfelves always called them an
undifciplined * rabble, and gave an 4 in-
ftance of 4000 repulfed by 50 of our fee-
poys, who made good their retreat from
Gyah to Patna, upwards of eighty miles.
Money we fupplied them with fo plen-
tifully, that when they quitted the facg
tory, they carried off fixty thoufand ru¥
pees in cath, which fell afterwards 1ntc{
the Nabob’s hands.

TueY are offended, that it was not
left to them to declare a rupture when
they thought proper, ¢¢ becaufe they had
<¢ certain intelligence (not fromhircarras)
<< that the Nabob was determined, up-
¢ on the firft notice of the march of any
¢ troops from Calcutta, to proceed with
all his force to attack the detachment
of our troops at Patna.”

In anfwer to which, I fay firft, that
I believe the determination of peace and
war, was never known to be left in the

hands
* See page 164, of this Vol. { See paze 88, ibid.

€¢
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hands of any inferior power; and, fe-
condly, that if the power of declaring a
rupture with the Nabob, had been left
to the Chief and Council at Patna, it
was to be apprehended, that partly thro’
falfe intelligence, and partly thro’ their
particular indifpofition towards the Na-
bob, they would be induced to declare
againft him, without real or fufficient
reafon, and contrary to the intentions of
the Board. Indeed, I muft add, that it
was my own firm perfuafion, that they
only fought fuch a power for a fantion,
to the immediate execution of their own
defigns.

For proof that their intelligence was
fometimes fallible, I refer to that very
article, which they call ¢¢ cerzain,” of the
Nabob’s intention to march to Patna,
upon the firft notice of any of our troops
fetting out from Calcutta. It was plain
from the Nabob’s letter already infert-
ed *, that he had received fuch accounts
of our troops fetting out from Calcutta,
as he believed to be true ; and yet he

thewed

* See page 143, of this Vol.
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thewed not the leaft fign of marching
towards Patna. In like manner, in the
Patna letter, of the 15th of March, we
were advifed of the Nabob’s being en-
camped at Poonarek, and that he defign-
ed to march back to Patna, to attack
our troops ; but we heard for certain the
next day, that he had proceeded quietly
to Mongheer. Many more inftances,
were it neceflary, might be produced
from the Patna letters, of miftaken in-
telligence. For proof of their particu-
lar indifpofition towards the Nabob, and
their endeavors to aggravate every acci-
dental circumftance into a crime againft
him, I might refer to numberlefs paflages
in their letters; but I believe thofe which
have already occurred, in the courfe of
this narrative, will be fufficient, nor need
the fupport of further quotations.
WHiLsT Mefl. Amyatt and Hay were
at Coflimbuzar, they advifed us, that
the Seets * had been feized and carried a-
way to the Nabob. This being judged
a confequence of the Nabob’s fufpicions,
that

* Juggutfeet and his brother, two famous bankers.
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that they were concerned in fome ill de-
figns with us, and a breach of the pro-
mife which he made to me, upon his
firft acceflion to the fubahfhip; a fevere
remonftrance was fent to him againft
this proceeding, with a demand for their

releafe.
T ae Nabab in anfwer, wrote as fol-

lows.

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the
Governor. Dated May 2, 1763.

“ I HAvVE received with pleafure your

friendly letter ; you write, that
¢¢ in the fame manner as the writers of
‘¢ news, and incendiary reports, had
¢« falfely informed me, forces were dif-
<¢ patched by land and water, and thro’
¢¢ the woods and mountains, they muft
¢ have wrote upon the affair of the Seets,
«¢ that the Englith forces had been dif-
‘¢ patched thro’ their inftigations, and
¢ that thofe gentlemen were aflociated
¢ with the Englith, for which caufe

¢ they muft have fallen under my dif-
<¢ pleafure ;

€
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pleafure; you write alfo, that you
underftand, from Mr. Amyatt's let-
ters, that Mahomed Tucky Cawn hav-
ing taken the fame gentlemen from
their houfe, had placed them in Hee-
rajeel. The news of this precedure
had greatly amazed you, becaufe, atthe
time that I {at in the mufmud of the
Nizamut, I, yourfelf, and the Seets
were joined ; and, it was agreed, that
thefe being the principal men of the
country, it was proper to carry on
the management of affairs® through
their means. And alfo at the time
you came to Mongheer, you faid all
that was tgQ be faid concerning them,
and now to carry them away with
fuch indignities, is unbecoming ; that
this procedure is a diminution of my
chara&er, and breachof faith, between
you and myfelf; and will give a pub-
lic reproach to your good name and
my own. ‘That fuch a difgrace was
never offered to them, in the govern-
ment of any former Nazim. That
their bufinefs is only commerce, nor

¢ have
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«¢ have they ever afflumed any concern
¢ in the affairs of the government; and
< you defire, that I will write to Meer
¢¢ Sved Mahomed Cawn Bahader to re-
¢¢ leafe them, that they may return to
¢ their own houfe.” Sir, your forces
have not marched to Luckypoor, neither
have they entered Dacca, nor have they
gone to Rangamettee or Rungpoor ; and
where have they not committed violences ?
and what place, or what diftri&ts, are
free from them ? And what day paffes,
that the-dependents and companies of
the Englith at Gherettee and Calcutta,
do not raife reports of war and tumults,
and troops, marching from every quar-
ter to Mongheer and Patna, that you
write that the hircarras, and writers of
news, write falfehoods ? The hircarras
of neceflity write what they hear.
AND in the affair of the Seets, no per-
fon has to this time ever wrote any thing,
nor fpoken to me concerning them.
. Now that you write to me, with all
thefe fpecious pretences, it is as manifeft

as the fun, that under the government
of
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of every Nazim of Bengal till now, O-
michund (for inftance) and every other
dependent of the Englifh, and thefe gen-
tlemen too attended on the Nazim,
and affifted on the affairs of the fir-
car, at the fame time that they carri-
ed on their mercantile concerns. God
be praifed, that you yourfelf write that
I faid, ¢ thefe gentlemen are of confe~
¢ quence, it is proper to carry on my
¢ affairs with their intervention.” For
thefe three years that I have borne this
burthen, and have repeatedly wrote
to thefe gentlemen, to carry on their
own bufinefs, and affift in the affairs of
the Nizamut, they paid not the leaft re-
gard to my fummons, and have put a
itop to all their mercantile bufinefs, and
have done all they could, to throw the
affairs of the Nizamutinto confufion, and
treated me as an enemy, and out-law,
and refufed to come. Now that I have
{fent my people, and brought them hi-
ther, it was not becaufe they were in-
triguing with the Englifh, &c. but for

Vor. III. P the
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the management of fuch of my affairs,
as indifpenfably required it. Since the
beginning, this was agreed upon between
us, that thefe gentlemen, &c. fhould
always attend upon the Nazim, and car-
ry on both the bufinefs of the Nizamut,
and their own. As to your writing to
me in this manner, and knitting your
brows without reafon, and treating the
covenants and treaties which are between
us, hke children’s play, breaking en-
tirely through them, as if you had not
any kind of regard to them ; what other
conftiuétion can I devife for this ? Whilft
your people drag and carry away my au-
mils, and keep them in confinement ; in
this ‘unjuftifiable infolence of your peb-
plé; ‘which is over-fetting the treaty be-
tween us, there is no diminution of cha-
raéfer, no breach of faith, nor caufe of
reproach between us, neither is any vio-
lation of the treaty in this. But when I
fammon a m#n, who is my own depen-
dent, the treaty is broke, and my admi%
niftration becomes weak, and my nanit

fuffers in the fight of every orre, but par-
ticularly
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ticylarly in yours. O gracious God!
this is 2 matter of aftonithment, which
my underftanding cannot reach. In a
word, that thefe gentlemen, from the
firft day, fwore and agreed, that ¢ where-
‘¢ ever my life was, their life was, and
*¢ wherevermy bufinefs was, theirbufinefs
¢ was.” God be praifed, that this is afact
known to all the world. Now I have
brought them to this place, that they may
always be with me, andattend to my bufi-
nefsand their own, according to cuftom. I
know not, whether what you write in be-
halfofthefegentlemen, beby wayof inter -
ceflion for them, or whether their names
are included in our f@mer treaty, which
you have recourfe to, when you chargg
me with breach of faith, and vmlathn
of former agreements, and rqproach me
with weaknefs, and a bad name. God be
praifed, that I have fent for them with
no other defign than for the currency of
bufinefs, and for their continuance in ong
placg : neither, as in the cafe of Co)a
Wajeed, have I feized any perfon upjuf}+
ly, nor charged my confcience with the

P2 unjuft
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unjuft death of any man. If you are re-
folved to put mifconftrutions on every
proper and lawful action of mine, I am
utterly without remedy; but if you re-
gard equity, this matter is not of fuch
confequence, as to give occafion for fo
much contention and reproach.

In the Nabob’s Haend-writing.

Sir, Though it is agreed by the
treaty between us, that I fhould ne-
ver fay any thing in behalf of the fer-
vants and dependents of the Company,
nor you, gentlemen, interfere in behalf
of the fervants and dependents of the Ni-
zamut; yet you, ®entlemen, have re-
warded all this as utterly obliterated, and
in contradi&ion thereto, perfift in the
violation of the treaty, and defire to raife
your name, and eftablith your own cuf-
toms. I am remedilefs.”

THuL Nabob had never exprefied him-
felf with fo much acrimony, nor betray-
ed the vehemence of his refentment fo

ftrongly
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ftrongly as ia this letter, which feems to
havc been diGated from a fenfe of the
deepeft injurics. It muft be confefled,
the provocation was fufficient to draw
fuch a recrimination from the Nabob,
upon the little account which we made
of feizing and imprifoning his officers,
whillt we were {o ready to reproach him,
for doing the fame to hisown dependents.
But what contributed at this time to
make him the lefs relith our remon-
ftrance, was the news which he had juft
received of the feizure of Mahomed Al-
lee, which, in confequence of our orders *
to the chief and council at Dacca, they
had effe&ed happily without oppofition,
and immediately fent him prifoner to
Calcutta; this treatment (however me-
rited) of an officer of fuch confequence,
affeCted the Nabob more than all that
had paffed, nor could he mention it with
temper in any of his letters after this

period.
On the 30th of May, we received the
following letter from Mefl. Amyatt and
P3 Hay,

* Page 139, of this Vol.
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'Hay, contammg an account of their firft
interview with the Nabob.

Copy of a Letter from Mef|. Amyatt and
Hay, zo the Governor and Counctl.
Dated May 18, 1763.

« WE waited on the Nabob the 1 5th,
to acquaint him of your refolu-
tion. In converfing on the different ar-
ticles, we found it impofiible to difcourfe
feparately upon them ; and he defired us
to write down what we had to fay to
“him. We delivered to him aPerfian tran{-
late we had made of our inftru&ions.
Tbe fame being read, he defired we
would leave it with him, as alfo the Fir-
mauns, &c. which we acquiefced to.
e next evening he fent his moonthee
Hafiz, Hrar Cawn, to us, to defire we
b{wou}d fign that Perfian tranflate, or draw
out a lift of fuch demands as we were
"::omxmﬂioned to get complied with;
\ ‘hich we accordingly did, and fent it to
inm figned and fealed, a copy of which
) here inclofed. We agaip waited on

imi this mornmg, to defire his anfwer,

if

LI
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if he would comply with thefe articles,
and give us the fatisfaCtion required. He
replied, it would take up fome time to
confider on them, and defired two days
to give his anfwer. We had a good deal
of converfation with him on different
fubjects, in which it appeared he had
confidered himfelf as in a ftate 6£ war
with us for fome time paft, and had if-
fued orders, and made preparations ac-
cordingly, which has been the caufe of
fome of the interruptions and infults our
people have met with lately; and moft
of the others, he faid, had been occafion-
ed by Mr. Vanfittart’s letter, which he
hitherto looked on as a treaty, the Go-
verhor had been authorized to enter into
with him, which caufed him to fepd
thefe orders over the country to his au-
mils, the executing of which, we now
fo much complain of. We remarked
to him, many of thofe interruptions we
had laboured under, before that letter.
As far as we can judge from our laft
converfation, he feems fomewhat con-
vinced that our intentions are not hoftie,

P 4 as



216 A4 NARRATIVE of the

as long as he does not attempt to infringe
our rights (of which we have ufed our
beft endeavors to perfuade him) and gives
us fatisfaction for the loffes fuftained by
infults offered to the Englifth by his offi-
cers in different parts of the country.
This we are in hopes he will comply
with, though he makes great ufe of the
argument, of his having acted by Mr.
Vanfittart’s agreement. We cannot write
you, at prefent, with certainty of his in-
tentions, but hope to be more fo in our
next. We fhall again wait on him, for
a further converfation on the many arti-
ticles he is to comply with, before the
time appointed by him for giving his
anfwer, to endeavour further to convince
him of the reafonablenefs of them ; when
we fhall mention to him the moving * our
troops to Patna, which hitherto we have
declined on account of his fufpicions.”

Tris letter afforded fome hopes, that

the Nabob would fubmit to the demands,
and

% 'This was in confequence of a refolution of the
Board, to relieve the Patna troops every year, by
fending a frefh detachment from Calcutta.
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and thus our difputes be ended; but-it
appeared from his letters afterwards, that
his difpofition for peace, was little affift-
ed by his converfation with Mefl. Amy-
att and Hay, who, inftead of allowing
room for negotiation, or fhewing an e-
qual willingnefs to hear and redrefs his
grievances, perfifted only in requiring a
determinate anfwer to their own de-
mands, which might as well have been
infifted on by letter from Calcutta, with-
out putting them to the rifk or trouble
of fo long a journey. The Nabob com-
plained much of this proceeding, and
by fome paffages in his letters, appears
to have been as little pleafed with the
haughty ftyle in which they addrefled
him ; whilft they, in their turn, retorted
the fame complaint upon him. But
what were the Nabob’s real intentions
at this time, whether to fubmit to necef-
fity, and fign to the articles, or by re-
jecting them, refer our differences $0 the
chance of war, it is hard to judge. It
is certain, he was provided as well as he

could be, againft the worft; though it is
my



2.8 A NARBRRATIVE of ke

my own belief, that his intention was ne-
ver to begin the war, but to avoid it, til}
he fthould be forced to defend himfelf.
That fuch was his difpofition, I judged
both from his letters and condu& : his
letters, though filled with the moft bitter
remonftrances of the violences commit-
ted againft him, thewed always a fear of
coming to extremities, and a defire to
treat; while ours, which he was an-
fwering, contained the moft abfolute
commands, enforced with a denuncia-
tion of war, if he refufed to fubmit to
them. And as to his condu&, if he had
refolved upon war, he would furely not
have neglected the many ways he might
have taken to diftrefs us : he would have
attacked the detachments fent out from
Patna, and endeavoured to cut them off
from the body, inftead of making inef-
fectual complaints to us; above all things,
he would have been prepared, on the firt
¢ommencement of hoftilities, to ravage
the Burdwan province, from whence he
knew we received our chief fupplies of

money ; in fhort, he would have {top-
ped
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ped the currency of the Company’s bu-
finefs in all parts, which he never once
attempted, till the city of Patna was at-
tacked and taken by our troops. ‘

WHuiLsT our affairs were in this cri-
tical fufpence, a very unlucky circum-
ftance happened, which gave a turn to
the fcale, and introduced a frefh fubje&
of difpute. Some boats laden with arms
for our troops at Patna, which had been
difpatched about two months before,
pafiing by Mongheer, were ftopped there
by the guards. Mefl. Amyatt and Hay
demanded their releafe; but the Nabob
looking upon this as a frefh proof of our
defign to break with him, and naturally
concluding that theie arms were to be
employed againft himfelf, refufed to part
with them, unlefs our forces were re-
moved from Patna, declaring, that whilft
they continued there, employed as they
had always been, to intimidate the offi-
cers of the government, and fcreen the
violences and oppreflions of Mr. Ellis,
he could put no confidence in our pro-
feflions. At the fame time, as a proof

that
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that his view in the demand was only to
prevent the ill ufe which he knew Mr,
Ellis would make of thofe forces, he of-
fered, as an alterative, that they fhould
continue there, provided that Mr. Ellis
was recalled, and either Mr. Amyatt,
Mr. M<Gwire, or Mr. Haftings, ap-
pointed chief in his room, otherwife he
infifted that the detachment fhould be
ordered down to Mongheer for his fer-
vice, according to the terms of our ori-
ginal treaty. In fhort, he pretended,
that the only obje& he aimed at, was to
obviate the mifchievous defigns of Mr.
Ellis, by depriving him of the means of
.effe&ing them ; and declared, that this
only could preferve the peace between us;
for that he was certainly informed, Mr.
Ellis was refolved to attack the city of
Patna. The firft advice that we received
of this affatr, was in a letter from Meff.
Amyatt and Hay, of the 26th of May,
which inclofed, at the fame time, the
Nabob’s reply to the demands of the
Board, and was confirmed by their l¢tters

-of the 29th and 314 of the fame.monsh.
Thefe

- %
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Thefe letters, with tranflations of the
demands prefented to the Nabob, and
his reply annexed, I fhall here infert.

Extraél of a Letter from Meff. Amyatt
and Hay to the Governor and Council.
Dated May 26, 1763.

e E have not feen the Nabob thefe
four days, he being indifpofed,

which caufed us to importune him by
letters, for an anfwer to the fevera}l de-
mands, you ordered us to infift on his
complying with. This morning he fent
it by Nobit Roy, which we now inclofe
you; we had before flattered ourfelves
he intended giving us a favorable one,
though he all along continued to infift on
our people being the aggrefifors, and
complained of our feizing his aumils,
when he was always ready to redrefs our
grievances, without entering into juft
argument, but confining it to occurren-
ces lately happened, fince his order ififued
in confequence of Mr. Vanfittart’s letter;
but he feemed o agree, by his converfa-
tion, that the method we now wanted
our
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our bufinefs to go on in, properly ob~
ferved, was juft, and to appearance he
was free from apprehenfions of our
wanting to quarrel with him; but we
now muft conjeGture, this behavior was
anly to delay time for fome purpofe or
ather.

Tue boats, with the arms for Patna,
arrived here yefterday, and were ftopped
by the Nabob’s chokey. We immedi-
ately applied for their releafe by letter,
and gave them a duftuck, mentioning
they contained arms, which they have
kept, and the boats ftill continge‘de-
tained. The Nabob promifed an anfwer
by Nobit Roy this morning, who faid
they were detained for having arms in
them.

THE letter written him to day we
have fent, hoping it will have fome ef-
fect on hismind, reflecting that our going
away muft neceffarily bring on a rup-
ture; to prevent which, it may make
him hearken to reafon, and he may ftill
be brought to comply with the articles
required ; therefore, if he defires us to

ftay,
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ftay, and releafes the boats, we fhall con-~
tifiue here till fuch time as we receive
your orders how we are to a& in cafe of
his non-compliance with any, or every
article; but if he ftill continues the hoftils
a&ion of detaining the arms, we fhall
move from hence either towards Bengal
or Patna, as moft convenient, if we have
reafon to {ufpect his wanting to ftop us.”

Copy of the Demands prefented by Mef.
Amyatt and Hay 0 the Nabob.

‘ WE have already pointed out to
your Excellency, the grounds

of our right to a free trade throughout
the provinces, and the independency of
our people upon the country government,
founded upon the royal Firmaun, &c.
Attefted copies of which we have laid
béfore your Excellency, as well as the
hetu’ty refolutlons of the Board, to fup-
pdrt ydu in your government with all its
advantaged; as lorig as you do not attempt
to xﬁfﬁnge the ‘privileges of the Englifh.
‘WE ncﬁ‘&rI proceed, agreeable to your
déﬁre, 15 'dkaw oit a writing of the de-
¢ mand,
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mands weare commiffioned to make frons
the whole Board, and under their hands
and feals.

FirsT, That your Excellency do an-
nul the treaty you made with Mr. Van-
fittart, and recal the feveral attefted co-
pies of it, which were circulated, toge-
ther with your perwannah, in cenfe-
quence thereof, to the feveral aumils of
your government, informing them of
its being void.

SeconprLy, That reparation be made
for the lofles fuftained by the Englith,
both before the faid treaty was made.and
after it, by the ftoppage of their bufinefs,
and the oppreflionsof yourfeveral officers.

THIrRDLY, That the funnuds granted
by your Excellency, for the exemption
of all duties, for the fpace of two years,
be immediately annulled, and all duties
colleCted as before, as it in a great mea-~
fure deprives the Englith of the advan-~
tages which the tenor of the Royal Fir-
maun has ever entitled them to, above
ether merchants, and is entirely repug-
nant to their intereft, and prejudicial to

the
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the good harmony which ought to fub-
fit between your Excellency and the
Englith.

FourTHLY, That difputes between
the Englith and the dependents of your
government be adjufted in the following
manner, viz.

AT all thofe aurungs which are adja-
cent to, or under the management of the
{fubordinate fatories, the gomaftah, in
cafe of being injured by any of the of-
ficers, of the government or their depen-
dents, fhall firft make application for re-
drefs, in writing to the officer of the go-
vernment, refiding on the fpot; from
whom, if he does not receive immediate
fatisfacion, he fhall fend his complaint
to the chief ot the neareft factory, who
fhall be empowered to take cognizance of
the fame, and demand and exact (if necef-
fary) the fatisfaction which the cafe may
require. But thatit is to be underftood
in refpe&t of weavers, pykars, and all
others, who receive advances of money
for goods to be provided, or are indebt-
ed for goods bought, the gomaftahs fhall

Vor. HI. Q_ retain’
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fetain theit power as ufual, to cdll fuch
debtors to account. On the other hand,
where the government’s people fhallthave
tcafon to complain againft an Englith
gomaftah or agent, they fhall givé the
faid agent or gomaftah notice of the
complaint in writing ; requiring and re-
commending to him te fettle it in an a-
micable and equitable manner; and in
cafe the agent or gomaftah refufes, or
neglects to fettle it in fuch manner, as
fhall appear reafonable to the govern-
ment's officer, he fhall theh tfanimit an
account of it to the chief of the heareft
Englith faGtory, and deliver a copy of the
faid accoun't to the gomaitah ; and the
chief of the falrory is hereby required
td exarhine ftriétly into the affair, .and
decide it adcording to;juftive, giving a
copy'of his deterypinatioh to the officer
of the govetnnidntwho made the rom-
plaint. That the gentlemen of the. fublk
ordinates thall koep u regifier.of fuch
complaints, with this decifions pafied on
them, a dopy whtreof (hdll beforivards
ed monthly to ‘the Peefideney: '"With

- tefpect
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re{pe&t to the diftant places where trade
is carrigd on, fuch as Rungpoor, Poor-
peea, Gwalparah,and Rangamettee, there
is at prefent no refident on the part of
the Company ; but the fituation of the
former being fuch, as will make it con-
venient for examining the complaints,
and deciding the difputes, which may
happen in moft of thofe places, we have
accordingly appointed a gentleman to
refide there for that purpofe.

Firrury, That a gentleman, on the
part of the Englifh, do always refide at
your Durbar, by whom all tranfacions
between your Excellency and the Eng.-
lith, will be carried on in future; and
that he be acquainted with, and approve
all orders, which are to be iffued thro’ the
country relative to the Englifh.

SixTHLY, That jagheeree funnuds be
granted the Company for their lands of
Burdwan, Midnapoor and Chittagang.

SEVENTHLY, That you do iffue pe-
remptory orders to the fhroffs and others,
for effeting the currency of the rupees;
goined in oyr mint, aand for aur goining

Q.2 three
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‘three lacks of rupees annually, in each
of the mints of Dacca and Patna.
EicutHLY, That the money difbur{-
ed by Mahomed Reza Cawn in the ex-
pedition of Tippera, out of the revenues
of Chittagong, after that provinfe was
made overtothe Company, bereimburfed.
NinTHLY, A public and exemplary
punifhment is required to be infli¢ted on
Law] Shaw, the commander of the troops
from Tekarree, belonging to your Ex-
‘cellency, who attacked a fubahdar,
and fifty feepoys belonging to the Eng-
lifh, declaring, that he had the Nabob’s
orders to cut every Englith feepoy to
pieces wherever he fhould be found ; and
‘that the faid punithment be inflicted be-
fore our departure from hence.
" TexTHLY, That the Seets be releaf-
ed, and permittedto go where they pleafe
“dnmolefted.
: ‘' ErivenTary, That your Excellency
*“do give us an'explicit anfwer to the a-
* ‘bove demands, and with all convénient
"E}'{pe‘(iiffon iflué your orders agteeable
“  thereto, To thit the Englith bufinefs may

be
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xbct freed from the interruptions which it
now labors under.”

C‘apy of tbe Nabob’s Reply to Meff. Amy-
att and Hay’s Demands.

€ AS I have nothing to do with cuf~

toms or duties on any kind of
goods from any merchant whatever, and
have wholly exempted them for two years
to come, ye may engage in whatever
trade ye pleafe, nor will any one med-
dle or interfere therein. After the time
of exemption is expired, every officer
will again interfere for duties, then ye
will prove your rights from grants, &c.
and I will anfwer you.

FirsT, The Governor’s agreement
was never regarded by me, and an order
is now going to my officers, that the
copies of the writing he gave me, where-
foever they appear, are null and void.

SeconpLY, Whatdoes it matter ? the
lofs that has arifen in the revenues, due
to my Nizamut, on account of you gen-
tlemen, fettle with me for that, and I
am ready to fettle the lofs that it can be

Q. 13 proved
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proved' the Company have fuffered in
their bufinefs thro’ my officers.

TuirDLY, The profit and advantage
that has ever ufed to accrue to the Com-
pany, for my own part, I covet none
of it. ‘The diftin&tion of the Company
is what it hasbeen ; but do you examine
my papers, and fee, that in the chucla of
Hoogly, Dacca and Patna, &c. thirty
or forty lacks of rupees is the annual a-
mount of the taxation arifing from thofe
lefler receipts of cuftom.

For thefe twoor threeyears paft, what
have I received ? Nay, have I not paid
the expence of thefe three diftriéts, and
other offices, out of my own pocket ? Be-
fides all this, your folks have proceeded
againft my officers, with the utmoft in-
dignity, ahd carried them ati/ay into con-
finement.

ArTHo’ I have again and again wtote
to you on this head, and advifed you
thereof, it availed not at all, nor did you
coifeetn yourfelves about it. As I per-
ceived there was hio tedrefs for me ; and,
off tht cohttary, I Rifferéd the greateft

' - indignities
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indignities and infults from ypur bangs,,
for the fake of recovering your frigndfbip;
having na other remedy, Xpreferred my’
own lofs, and have taken off a]l cuﬁgp}s ‘
whatever. .
Fourrury, Whenever the chigfs and
gomaftahs of yoqur fattories interrupt not
my people, and the dependents on the
government, my afhicers alfo will not
interfere with the weavers, pykars, and
others, ufually dependent on your facto-
ries. And when we fhall agree on both
fides, to a& in this manner, for wha_lt‘wi];l
my officers caufeleﬁ]y ¢ommit injurigs a-
gainft you ? Yop write, that the chiefs
of your faGories will fettle difputes., You
haye ngver brought an officer of this go-
verament before a chief of a fadory, for
fettling any matter in my admyiniftia-
tion until now ; at prefent, if contrary
to caflom, you are purpofed to oveg-
therew my influence and authority ip the
countries of Bengal, &c. it is a meaps pf:
deftraying our friendfhip., Thezre ngyer
h3s been 2 faltorsy of yours at Rungpoos,,
and the power tpq which y¢ haye given,
‘ Q4 to
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te the chief, ye would have raifed there,
of heating and determining all caufes in
the country round about, is altogether
foreign to any agreement or grant you
have. If yeare refolved to a& contrary
to all agreement, how will my authority
and influence be kept there? And my
officersbeingthere, is altogether needlefs.
. WucrEeFoRE thofe places, whither
you are to fend chiefs, and to dire&t the
adminttration of all caufes, and the ma-
giftrature in fuch a manner, you ought,
firft, to advife me of, for the removal of
my officers, that I may call them thence,
and deliver the bufinefs of the place into
yourhands; becaufe, from there being two
rulkfs in the fame diftri&, the country

and inhabitants are ruined and opprefied.
-FirrurLy, Whenever we have agreed
together, to ourmutual fatisfaction, there
will be no neceflity for your deputy re-
mazining at my court, as a fingle letter,
for thefe two or three years paft, has fuf-

ficed for every thing that has happened.
BixTHLY, IN the treaty between us,
‘as it-fhall have been mentioned, either for
the
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the expence of the Company’s troops, or
as a jagheer, I will perform accordingly.

SEVENTHLY, The revenues arifing
from all the provinces are¢ received in
Sunwaut rupees. 'The payment of my
troops is alfo in the fame {pecies, as well
as all other charges of the Nizamut great
or fmall ; and I have never molefted any
one for the revenues in Sicca rupees,
coined either at Moorfhedabad, Patna or
Calcutta. Moreover, the fhroffs and mer-
chants are no one’s fervants, but for the
fake of a fmall profit, deal one with the
other. Let every man of his own fancy
buy and fell whatever he pleafes, I fhall
interrupt no one.

EieuTHuLYy, Allthe money that Ma-
homed Reza Cawn had colle&ted from
Chittagong, fince it has been made over
to the Company, is paid into their cafh,
as I have your receipt for it.

NINTHLY, In the diftricts, dependent
on the Nizamut, be pleafed to fee an ac-
count of the very many of my people
plundered and maflacred by your folks.
When ye fhall have given fatisfaltion for

the
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the whole, and punithed your folks ac~
cordingly, I will immediately fend for
LawlShaw, wharefoever hemay befound,
altho’ he is no fervant of mine, and have
him properly punifhed before you two
gentlemen.

TeNTHLY, Ithas ever been a cuftom
for the Beets to attend upon the Nazim.
At this tiime, on account of the infinua-
tions of evil {pedkers, they were become
miftreftful of me, and afraid to come near
me, therefore I fent for them hither.
Wherefoewer I am to be, there alfo will
thefe gentlemen be, according to cuftem,
and have their bufinefs carried on.

ErLgvenTHLY, The Company’s ad-
herence to their promife was evident to
all men. I alfo thought you do what
youifay, . and do not go back from yosr
word.:- At prefent it feems, as tho’ You
keep neithst:promife nor treaty for a
finglle pecar, may,a month or aday. Now
that you -have awritten and-brought me
théfe.demands, “what article of them refts
upon me, shat you require a public wri~
ting of :me.? 1 have not, by any meass,

broken
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broken miy word ; ye receded from your
promife, and fain would again make a-
new treaty and agreement. It is neceffary
too, that what will make me eafy be
confidered in the treaty. If you allow
me the management of the Nizamut,
leave in Patna, and other places, the
people neceflary for conduting the bu-
finefs of your faétory, as you formerly
ufed to do, and remove all Englith troops
and feepoys wherever ftationed. I fhall
never be backward in promoting and af-
fifting the bufinefs that properly con-
cerns you.”

Extrat of a Letter from Mef. Amyat€
and Hay to the Board. Dated May
29, 1763.
OTWITHSTANDING our repeat-
ed remonfirances to his Excel-
lency, fetting forth the hoftility of the
action, he has not yet releafed the boats
with the arms; neither doth he fhew
the leaft confidence in what we fay, and
declares (at the fame time hinting to us
the former revolution) he fhall not place
. any
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Aany in us, till we remove the detagh-
.ment from Patna to Mongheer.

WE beg leave to offer it as our Q,P}.—
nion, that the havmg the troops intend-
e€d to be quartered in this provincg, f}a-
tioned here, would be very advifeablg,
but cannot be thought of, till fuch time
as he complies with our demands, as it
is probably made by caprice, or with
defign.”

Copy of a Letter from Mef]. Amyatt and
Hay z0 the Board. Dated May 31, 1763.

“ THE inclofed is a duplicate of our

laft, dated the 29th inftant, on

which day we fent you a cypher made

out here, which, we imagined, might

be ufeful in carrying on a correfpondence

- in cafe of a rupture : a copy of the fame

was likewife forwarded to Mr. Ellis at
Patna.

WHATEYER we urge to his Excel-
la.ncy, in regard to the releafe of the
. bhoats with arms, or the ncceﬂity of his
. placing a proper confidence in us, his

. general reply, is, that we have feized his
* aumils,
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atmils, that the-words of the Englith
are not to be trufted, dnd that he will
not releafe the boats till fuch time as we
remove our troops from Patna, eitherto
this place or to Calcutta. Altho® he will
take no ftep towards a reconciliation, or
to give us fatisfa&ion, yet he, upon all
'oécafions, mentions his defire of peace ;

nfhort, his aim feems to be entirely to
gain time.”

ABouT the fame time, the fallowing
letters were received from the Nabob,

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob o tbe
Governor. Dated May 25, 1763.

b T this time Mr. Amyatt and Mr.
Hiy being arrived here, have
delivered a lift, containing fevetal de-
mands,whichareunreafontable and foreign
from former treaties and grants. I ex-
peted not, whilft you yet remained,
that I {hould be involved “in this ¥rouble,
and fo unjuft a negotiation; that in dne
year, new agreements were td be malle
{o often, after the breach of the artient
treaty; that upon every occafion made
' ufe
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nfe of to intimidate me, I fhould be
threatened with a breach of the treaty,
and vexed, and mortified without caufe,
and my affairs obftructed. At this time,
from the arzees of Meer Mehdee Cawn
Behader, I am repeatedly informed, that
the troops under Mr. Ellis’s charge,
create continual difturbances and quar-
rels with my people, and daily leave a
freth root of diffention.

From thefe appearances, all the te-
nants, and the troops which are at Pat-
na, are ever inalarms, and taking means
for their fecurity. This has given, and
ftill gives occafion to the people to be-
lieve, that there is no longer a friend-
fhip and union between us. It affords
me a fubjeé of continual anxiety and
apprehenfion, left (which God forbid)
thefe things thould produce a difference
bétween us, and you unjuftly reproach
me. To this purpofe, I have {fpoken to
Mr. Amyatt likewife; but the genfle-
men do not hear me nor regard what I
fay. This day I have received an arzee

from Meer:Mchdoe Cawn, - of. which &
fend
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fend you a copy for your perufal. If
you, gentlemen; intend the Englith ar-
myy for my defence, it is proper that you
eall it from Patpa to Calcutra, that it
tnay be called upon in time of need, or
eHe keep it with me at Mongheer, which
will put an end to difputes, and reftore
the currency of affairs between us, and
fhut up the mouths of the people from fo
many rumours. Butif it is not your de~
fign to remove the troops from Patna,
and you feek only to difturb my affairs,
and to awe and intimidate me, let me
know it, that when I have learnt your
pleafure, I may clear my hands from
every bufinefs, and all this vexation. To
this purpofe, I have exprefled myfelf alfo
to Mr. Amyatt, both by fpeech and
writing.”

Gopy of a Letter jfrom Meer Mehdee
. Cawn ("Naib ¢f Patna) zo the Nabob. "

« I Havzfrequently andrcpcuod&yadmﬁ

fed your Excellency, that Mr..Ellis,
and the troops which are with hini; crea-
tmg ‘troubles and difputes with the-peeple
B of
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of the fircar, feck for a rupture; and the
tenants and inhabitants of the city, and
feepoys of this place, feeing this ftate of
things, are fallen into apprehenfions and
alarms, and are providing for their own
fecurity. The people judging from
hence, that there is no longer a friend-
thip and good underftanding between us,
raife many reports of different kinds;
and the zemindars, taking the occafion of
their not being called upon, with-hold
their rents, fo that the revenue is en-
tirely obftructed. I cannot defcribe to
you, how much the affairs of the Niza-
mut are fallen into confufion. In what-
ever light you regard thefe affairs, you
will gracioufly be pleafed to iffue your
orders for the quieting of thefe diforders
and troubles; otherwife the whole bufi-
nefs of the government is deftroyed, and
thefe mutual animofities, which tend to
ruin the interefts of both parties, raife
fufpicions in the minds of the people.”

Copy
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Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the
Governor. Dated May 26, 1763.

ot WHEN Mefl. Amyatt and Hay
came to this place to treat,

with a lift of demands, I expected that
thofe gentlemen would inform them-
felves of every particular, and put an
end to all affairs and matters of conten-
tion between us. Accordingly, I fent
the aumils with Rajah Nobit Roy, and
Hafiz Iffrar Cawn, that having heard the
particulars of the opprefiions of the Eng-
lith gomaftahs, they might ufe fuch
means as might fettle every affair. Thofe
gentlemen at once plainly anfwered,
that they wanted not to hear what I had
to reprefent; and in the affair of the
forces at Patna .likewife, they replied,
‘¢ For what fhall we recal the forces
<« from thence? Nay, we will fend o-
¢ ther foreces. If you have any defign
¢ to quarrel with us, we are ready.” A-
gain, Mr. Amyatt and yourfelf formérly
wrote to me, that you had never fent any
mufkets or military ftores to Patna; but

the day before yefterday, fix boats laden
Vou. III. R with
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with muikets, &c. arrived here from
Calcutta.

Sir, openly to deny fending any mi-
litary ftores, and fecretly to fend them
in this manner, what can it mean? 1
have no obje&ion to two or three hun-
dred Englifhmen remaining at Patna, but
to keep up fuch a force with Mr. Elliss
to ruin my affairs, is very improper ; and
that gentleman every day keeps his forces
inreadinefs, and creates troublesand quar-
relswithmy people. Therefore I write,that
I will not fuffer a larger force than two or
threehundred men toremain with Mr. El-
lis. If you, gentlemen, regard your words
and engagements, and the condition on
which you received Burdwan, &c. from
me, for the expences of your army, it is
fit, that in conformity thereto, you re-
cal the faid forces, and place them with
me, or remove them to Calcutta. If
not, write me a plain anfwer.

P. S. I am yet ready to comply with
your word ; but things are brought to the
laft extremity; and however defirous I
am of avoiding the worft, yet I fee no

means
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means of it, and my patience is near ex-
haufted. Wherefore, I write this be-
fore-hand for your information.# I fend
you inclofed a copy of the anfwer, which
I wrote to the lift of demands, prefented
to me by Mefl. Amyatt and Hay.”

TuesE letters being laid before the
Board, a general Council was held upon
them on the gth of June, in which it
was refolved, that the troops fhould-not
be removed from Patna ; and that if the
Nabob perfifted to demand it, or to de-
tain the boats, Mefl. Amyatt and Hay
fhould be direced to leave Mongheer.
At the fame time, the gentlemen of Pat-
na were advifed of thefe refolutions, and
ordered to act as they might be directed
by Mefl. Amyatt and Hay. For the mo-
tive of thefe refolutions, I refer to the
following extrac of the debates which
produced them.

R 2 Extraltl
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Extratt of Confultation of Junme 9. (Pre-
Jent Mej. Batfon, Adams, Billers,
Cartier, Haftings, Marriott anzd Watts)
the Prefident indifpofed.

¢ HE Governor fends to the Board
the following letter, which he
has juft received from Mr. Amyatt.

Sir, His Excellency has received a
kellaat from the King, which the day
before yefterday he put on in form, and
laft night he made an entertainment for
us on the occafion.

‘THE arms ftill continue ftopped ; they
lay in boats on the oppofite fide of the
rive1, furrounded by his feepoys. He
ftill infifts on our forces being withdrawn
from Patna and other places, to convince
him and all the country, of our peace-
ful intentions, and then he is ready to
iffue any perwannahs we pleafe, for the
forwarding our bufinefs. He does not
rightly declare, which of thearticles he
will comply with, but I perceive he will
not give funnuds for the lands, nor con-
fent to a refident being with him, nor
citablith the other mints, but will en-

deavor
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deavor to take fome meafure to prevent
our being fufferers by our rupees.

He will not agree to our punifhing
his fervants, nor do I think we ought to
infift upon it, but alter that article to be
punithed by him, after our chief has
heard and reprefented the cafe, and for
us to chaftife them, if he delays or neg-
lects to da it. ‘The Seets, I am perfua-
ded, he will keep here, nor fuffer them
to be of much confequence in future;
likely he will not ufe them ill, nor take
their money at prefent. He denies the
agreement with you, tho’ he fays, if he
did, it is not any where in writing. He
requires fatisfaction from us, for any im-
mediate damage done him by our people,
when he is ready to make good ours,
that may be proved againft any of his au-
mils and chokeys, excepting Mahonred
Allee, whom you have in your hands to
do with as you pleafe ; he objetts to our
any where working or cultivating his
lands, or purchafing any thing for them
at firft-hand, it deprives him of his du-
ties and advantages therefrom. In fhort,

R 3 ‘ he
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he obje&s to every thing; and fays, it’s
our own private intereft we want to be-
nefit, the Company’s being no where
molefted, nor does he want to moleft it.
We told him he muft grant a free trade,
which was our right ; and if in any par-
ticular he was much aggrieved, or fuf-
fered thereby, to reprefent it to the
Council, and they would reftrain them-
felves and others to ferve him; but no
reftraints from his people would be ad-
mitted of, as under that pretence they
would hurt and injure the trade. I have
done my utmoft endeavors to perfuade
him to a thorough confidence, but I be-
lieve it is all in vain. I have alfo repre-
fented to him his danger, to as little
purpofe; he feems very indifferent at
prefent, and no ways anxious. He fwears
he does not want to quarrel with us, and
will do every thing; at the fame time,
he, in a manner, refufes every thing.
Thus matters ftand in the fame fitua-
tion as at the firft day. I believe he
does not ftop or impede the bufinefs, but
will not permit arms or men to go to

Patna;
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Patna; for which reafon, we have never
mentioned our troops meving for that
place. A perwannah is gone to clear the
petre. He faid, he thought the produce
of that place did not belong to us.
I am, &c.
Signed P. Amyatt.”
THE Prefident, at the fame time,
tran{mits to the Board his opinjon of the
meafures proper to be taken, in the pre-
{entfituation of affairs with the Nabob.

Tbe Governor’s Opinion.

Ir the Nabob detains the arms, it can
be looked upon in no other light, than
as an open a&t of hoftility, and I think
Mefl. Amyatt and Hay thould be direc-
ted to make fuch a final declaration to
the Nabob; and if they are not then de-
livered up, ta take their leave. Buy¢ fup-
pofing the Nabob to_make fatisfaction
for this ill advifed ftep, it thould be con-
fidered, whether his anfiwers to the feve-
ral articles, delivered him by Mr. Amy-
att, are fuch as ought, when coally and
{eparately refleted on, to refolve us to
epgagage the Company in a war with

R 4 the
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the Nabob ; or if it is admitted, that e~
very article is not of fo much confe-
quence, then it fhould be confidered,
which are, and which are not, and in-
ftru&ions fent Mr. Amyatt accordingly.

THE placing our troops with the Na-
bob, as he defires, would certainly be a
means of eftablithing a confidence in
each other, and of making that confi-
dence appear to the world, and at thefame
time, anfwer all the purpofes of prefer-
ving our influence, and fecuring the tran-
quility of the country.

YeET, I am not for removing them
upon the Nabob’s demand; but if he
will comply with the articles delivered
him by Mr. Amyatt, or the material
ones, I think this requeft might then be
granted, and that Mr. Amyatt thould be
empowered to give him to underftand
as much.

LasTLY, if 2 rupture is unavoidable,
the feafon thould be confidered, the ftate
of the treafury, and the peace in Europe,
by which the French will be repofiefied

of their faGories. ‘The troops from
- hence,
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hence, could notat this timemarch byland
to join the detachment at Patna, there-
fore it may be advifeable to defer pub-
lithing the refolutions of the Board,
whatever they may be.

AvrL thefe papers being read and con-
fidered,

THE members likewife delivered in
their opiniomns as follows.

Mr. Watts’s Opinion.

‘Tae Nabob’s behavior, fince Mefl.
Amyatt and Hay’s arrival at Mongheer,
leavesno rcomto expect he will ever enter
into any terms with us; but, on the
contrary, it appears from it, that he on-
ly waits for a proper opportunity to break
with us; and by his feveral replies to the
demands in Mefl. Amyatt and Hay’s let-
ters, it is very evident he places no con-
fidence in us; and as we have no reafon
to place any in him, I therefore think,
that his demanding our troops at Patna to
be recalled, ought not to be complied
with. That as the rainy feafon is fo near
advanced, a letter fhould be wrote to
Mefl. Amyatt and Hay to take their leave.

of
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of the Nabob, and return to Calcutta or
Patna, as they think proper. That they
may demand the releafe of the boats, but
altho’ complied with, notremain there any
longer, but acquaint the Nabob, that if
he has any propofals to make, he muft
fend them to the Prefident and Couneil,
who will reply to them. That as foen as
they think it will be out of the power of
the Nabob to ftop them, they fhall write
to Mr. Ellis, and the council at Patna,
to follow the regulations laid down in
cafe of a rupture.

TuAT as the Nabob is raifing forces
every where, and it plainly appears he
only wants to gain time, a letter fhould
be wrote to Patna, to acquaint the gen-
tlemen there, that we judge a rupture
unavoidable ; and that, as there is reafon
to expec the Nabob will take every ad-
vantage, they have our orders, in cafg
they have certain intelligence of his
marching towards Patna, to take apy
fteps that will diftrefs him, and leok up-
on him as an enemy.

TrAT as he does fufpect the Nabob

’ will
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will attempt to detain Mefl. Amyatt and
Hay, he thinks they ought, in fuch cafe,
to haye the power of declaring the rup-
ture; and that a note from them to the
chief and council at Patna, thould be
fufficient for their a&ing, as if received
from the Board.
Myr. Marriott’s Opinion.

MR. MARRIOTT is of opinion, that
a letter be immediately wrote to Mefl.
Amyatt and Hay, directing them, in cafe
the Nabob has not releafed the boats,
with arms to quit Mongheer, and either
return to Calcutta, or go to Patna, as
they may judge motft eligible for enfuring
their own fafety ; and that application to
the Nabob on this occafion thould be
left to their difcretion. That the troops
at Patna fthould not be removed agreea-
ble to his demand ; as their remaining at
that place will prevent the Rajahs,on the
borders of the province, from taking any
advantage of the prefent appearance of a
rupture, happening between the Nabob
and us, by making an invafion into his
territories. ‘That if the Nabob either

does,
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does, or has releafed the arms, and will
comply with the moft material demands,
fome of the others might be given up,
particularly thofe mentioned by Mr. A-
myatt, in his letter to the Prefident;
firft, thatregarding the jagheeree funnuds,
for the provinces of Burdwan, Midna-
poor and Chittagong ; as poffeflion and
the force we maintain in the country will
always fecure them to us ; fecondly, that
regarding our punithing his officers.
'This article he thinks might be altered;
that application fhould be firft made to
the Nabob, on the occafion of any com-~
plaints againft them, and that we fhould
only obfervethe methodalready laid down
ypon his refufing to give us fatisfaction
for the fame ; thirdly, the article con-
cerning the mint.

. THAT in cafe Mefl. Amyatt and Hay
- fhquld be-obliged to leave the Nabob,
orders fhould be fent to the gentlemen
at Patna, to a& agreeable to former in-
firuttions, unlefs they received fome cer-
-tain intelligence, that the Nabob was

- narching for Patna ; in which cafe, they
- fhould
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fhould be ordered to ac&t on the offenfive,

and endeavor to feize the city by a coup

de main. He further thinks, Mefl. Amy-

att and Hay fhould hear what the Na-

bob has to alledge concerning the lofifes

of the fircar, by our agents or gomaftahs.
Mpr. Haftings’s Opinion.

Tuo’ I have, from the beginning, ex-
prefled mydifapprobation of the meafures
taken in our late unhappyv difputes with
the Nabob, and which have given occa-
fion to the temper, which he, at this
time, thews towards us ; yet, after hav-
ing gone fuch lengths, I cannot but think
it very unbecoming, to fubmit quietly
to fo open an a& of violence, as he has
been guilty of in the ftoppage of the
boats of arms. It is therefore my opi-
nion, that Mefl. Amyatt and Hay be or-
dered to demand of the Nobob the im-
mediate clearance of thofe boats, in the
name of the Prefident and Council ;3 and
in cafe of his refufal, to inform himm,
that it will be deemed equal to a decla-
ration of a rupture on his fide ; and that
they do accordingly take their leave of

him,

)
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him, and return to Calcutta; but if he
confents to releafe the boats, and ex-
prefles a willingnefs to yield to our de-
mands, I think we cannot in juftice to
him, or confiftently with the intereft of
the Company, refufe to comply with the
demand he has made, that the detach-
ment of our forces now at Patna, may
be ftationed with him. The alarms of
the people cannot be fo effeGually ap-
peafed, as by the appearance of a confi-
dence, fuch as this will occafion, between
the Nabob and us. The Nabob will de-
rive more benefit from our influence,
whilft our troops are with him; and it
will be lefs in his power to form any ill
defigns againft us, whilft we have fuch

a check continually upon him.
I AcrREe with the Prefident, that in

cafe of the Nabob’s objeting to any of
the demands, it thould be determined by
the Board, what fhould be infifted upon,
and what may be difpenfed with, and
Mefl. Amyatt and Hay inftru&ted accor-
dingly ; in which diftin¢tion, the Board .
will doubtlefs confider the real intereft
and
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and honor of the Company, and not in-
volve them in a war (which muft at all
events prove of great detriment to them)
for ends indifferent or inadequate to the
expence and rifk which may accrue to
them from it. I am likewife of opinion,
that if Mefl. Amyatt and Hay find thé
Nabob in a proper temper to yield to
the propofals offered him, they may pri-
vately fignify to him, that the Board will
confent to the removal of the Patna de-
tachment as he defires, provided he firit
complies with our demands.

Mr. Cartier’s Opinion.

MR. CarTIER judges it advifeable,
that Mr. Amyatt and Hay thould be im-
mediately recalled from Mongheer, as it
appears to him, from the advices receiv-
ed from thofe gentlemen, that the Na-
bob has no other defign by prevailing
upen them to ftay (after a flat refufal al-
moft of every demand they were empow-
ered to make, and the hoftile a& of de-
taining the arms fending to the Patna
faCtory) than to gain time to anfwer fome
purpofe, that may be very prejudicial to

our
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our affairs. That it appears to him a ve-
ry probable circumftance, the Nabob’s
principal view, is to engage usin a {cene
of negotiation, till fuch time as the fea-
fon of the year will render any military
operation nearly impra&icable; which,
when the cafe, he will have it in his pow-
er to bend his whole force to opprefs our
troops at Patna. ‘That the party there
fhould by no means be removed from
that place, in compliance with the Na-
bob’s requeft, at this prefent juncture.
Thatif Mefl. Amyatt and Hay are allow-
ed to quit Mongheer, without conclu-
ding the bufinefs they were fent on, it
is his opinion, the army (when thofe gen-
tlemen are fo far advanced on their way
as to be out of danger) thould be imme-
diately ordered to march to Coffimbuzar,
and take poft there, which will be the
means of preferving the health of the
people ; and by fuch a motion of the
troops, the Nabob will be convinced,

that fomething more is defigned, than
mere negotiation.

D7,
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Mpr. Billers’s Opinion.

MR. BiLLERS is of opinion, that as
the Nabob ftill perfifts in detaining the
arms, it fhould be looked upon asan a&
of hoftility. That Mefl. Amyatt and
Hay fhould therefore be immediately di-
re€ted to leave Mongheer ; and that our
army fhould march to Coflimbuzar; for
it at prefent feems, as if the Nabob only
wanted to gain time, and endeavored to
embarrafs us as much as poflible, by the
rains coming on. He thinks the troops
at Patna, ought by no means to be re-
moved at this jun€ture ; and that if Meff.
Amyatt and Hay fhould quit Mongheer,
the Patna gentlemen thould be permitted
to take fuch meafures, as they may judge
beft for their own fafety, and the Com-~
pany’s intereft.

Major Adams’s Opinzon.

Major ApaMs is of opinion, that
the troops thould by no means, for the
prefent, be removed from Patna, but
that it thould be left to the pleafure of
the Board, to difpofe of them as they
think proper, if matters can be amica-

Vor. III. S bly
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bly accommodated. That any particular
articles of the demands, which the Na-
bob moftly objefts to, thould be tranf~
mitted to the Board, with his reafons,
that they may be reconfidered, and it be
determined, whether they fhall flill be
infifted on, or may not be moderated
but before any regard is paid to either of
thefe points, he thinks orders fthould be
fent to Mefl. Amyatt and Hay, to de-
mand the releafe of the arms; and, at
the fame time, acquaint the Nabob, that
fhéuld it not be immediately complied
with, they have orders to leave his court.
That they will make this demand and
intimation, if they think it confiftent
sith their own fafety ; otherwife, retire
to Patna, or take fuch other rout, as they
may judge moft eligible and conducive to
their own fecurity ; and when they find
themf{elves out 'of his power, to tran{mit
him in writing the grders of the Board;
and, laftly, that if Mefl. Ampyatt .and
Hay quit Mongheer, the gentlemen at
Patpa fhould be left to act as they judge
maeft proper for their own fecurity, and
ths Company’s intereft. . M.
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Myr. Batfon’s Opinion.

I aM of opinion, that we can by no
means confent to withdraw our troops
from Patna. That the Nabob’s defire
of having them with him at Mongheer is
isfincere; his realdefign beingonlyto get
them removed from Patna; that our with«
drawing them will bea great ftep towards
ruining entirely our influence and power
in the country; and therefore I efteem
it highly detrimental and difhonorable
to the Company and nation.

I am further of opinion, that the Na~
bob’s evil difpofition towards our nation,
is evident beyond difpute; nay, that it
is avowed by his infifting on our with-
drawing our troops from Patna, and by
the at of hoftility he has already com-
mitted in {eizing our arms. That it will
be weaknefs to think of treating any
longer with him, as he has refufed feve-
ral times to comply with our demands;
and all his anfwers are filled with
fneers, reproaches and calumnies. That
therefore Mefl. Amyatt and Hay fhould
be dire¢ted to endeavor, by ftratagem or
otherwife, to get the arms releafed if

S 2 pofiible,
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pofiible, and to return to Calcutta as foon
as they can, or to go to Patna, if they
udgc the former impracticable. “That on
fhéir departure, they fhould advife the
gentlemen at Patna, and direét them to
4¢t ab they may judge beft for the fervice
RQueftions propofed.

T ue feveral opinions being read ; to
render the refolutions to be taken more
clear, the following diftin@® queftions

* were ftated and put at the Board. ‘

QuesTioN I. Shall the Nabob’s de-
mand, of removing the detachment from

" Patna, be confented to, or not ?

%

AtsweR, The Board unanimoufly
,think it ought not. ’

, Quesr. II. In cafe of the Nabob’s
Lomphancc with our demands, fhall the
Patna detachment be removed and fta-
tiored at Mongheer, or not ?

Answ. ‘The majority, viz. Meﬁ'
Watts, Ca,rtj.cr, Bxllers and Batfon think

. mlought not

(LU_EST III’ Shall "'Meff. Am att ?.nd

) ﬁay be d e&ea toleave Monghéer, im-
medi

iately” on the feceipt of the’letter
we
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. we now fend them, or remain to f{reat
further with the Nabob ?

Axsw. The majority, viz. Meff. Mar-
riott, Haftings, Billers and major Adams,
are of opinion, that if thearms arenotre-
leafed, they fhould come away ; if they
are, that they fhould ftay to treat further;
and that it thould reft in their option to
make a freth demand of their releafe, or
not. Mefl. Watts, Cartier and Batfon
think, they ought to return immediately
on the receipt of the orders now to be
{ent them.

Ques. IV. If the Nabob continues to
infift on the removal of the troops, as a
preliminary to hisentering upon any trea-
ty, altho’ he releafe the arms, thall Mefi.
Anmyatt and Hay remain to treat further
with him, or not?

Answ. All the members except Mr.
Haftings think, that they ought in fuch
cafe immediately to leave Mongheer,

' Mr. Haftings’s Diffent.

Mr. Hastings diflents, becaufe he
has given his opinion, that the troops
mjght be removed from Patna ; and does

<

R T - R ‘ not
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not think, that the Nabob’srefufal to any
one of the demands is fufficient to juftify
our breaking with him.
Refolution of the Majority.

AGREED, that Mefl. Amyatt and Hay
be wrote to in the following terms. That
we cannot confent to the Nabob’s de-
mand of removing the troops from Pat-
na; and therefore, if he perfifts in mak-
ing thata preliminary, and refufes to treat
on other terms, or to releafe the boats of
arms, they are, in either cafe, immedi-
ately to leave Mongheer, and return td
Calcutta, if they think it pracicable; or
otherwife take fuch other rout, as they
may judge moft eligible for their fafety.
That if they think it unfafeto notify thefe
refolutions to the Nabob, and that it
may induce him to detain them at Mong-
heer, we permit them to come away
without mentioning our refolution any
further to him.

TrAT on their departure from» Mong-
heer, they are to advife us and the gen-
tlemen at Patna, direGting them to be

upon their guard, and to a& in the man-
ner
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ner they judgc moft proper for their own
fecyrity, in cafe the Nabob marches or
fends any troops to attack them.

AGREED, that wewrite likewife to Pat-
na, and inclofe them a copy of thefe or-
der to Mefl. Amyatt and Hay, and de-
fire them to act as they may be direéted
by thofe gentlemen.

Mr. Haftings’s Diffent.

I eNTER my diffent to the two laft pa-
ragraphs of the letter, ordered to be
wrote to Mefl. Amyatt and Hay, for the
following reafons.

THuo’ I capnot believe, that Mefl. A-
myatt and Hay defire fuch a permiffion,
as is here given them to leave the Nabob,
without mformmg him of the refolutlox}
of the RBoard, in cafe of his perﬁﬁmg to
detain the arms, or to demand, as a prc-
liminary, the removal of our troops from
Patna; yet I think it very unbecomin
in the Board, to grant them fuch Pc:rrmlg
fion. Adfter having entered into a treaty
with the Napob, and ﬂa.ttcrcd fnm with
repeated affurances of qur deftf of ap ac< r:
commodation, abruptly tQ break o

S 4 and’
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and declage war againft him (fince one is
made a confequence of the other) with-
out letting him know the terms on which
our friendthip depends ; what is this, but
to infnare the Nabob intoarupture which-
he might avoid, if he was certain, that .
his infifting on thofe points would be the
caufe of one ; and which, I am coavin-
ced, he would wifh to avoid, by every
conceflion that thould be required of him,
as the means of peace, fince he has no
force to oppofe us, and it is well known
he has nodependence, and can havenone,
but on our friendfhip.

I cannNoT, for my own part, fee how-
Meff. Amyattand I1ayfhould run agreater
rifk now than hitherto, from a free de-
claration of the fentiments of the Board,
to the Nabob ; nor can I fee any reafon
to fufpect him, of forming any treache-
rous defigns againft the perfons of thofe
gentlemen, as I know of no a& of his,
that can juftify that opinion of him, and
fuch an attempt if made, could anfwer
no end. :

Tue order given to the chief "and;,
council
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coungil at-Patna, to take fuch meafares”
as they think proper for their fecurity, in
cafe of the Nabob’s marching, of fénd-
ing. any forces to attack them, is authod -
rifing thofe ‘gentlemen to commit oPen
hotkilities againft the Nabob, on the firft
pretence offered them, by the march of
a few men from Mongheer to Patna, or
the falfe reports of their hircarras, who
may tell them, that the Nabob, or his
forces, are on the road to attack them.
Till therefore they are openly attacked;
or the Board have declared war againft
the Nabob, I object to any power putinto

theif hands t© commence a war them-
felves.”

I+ will be remarked, that I was not
préfent myfelf at this confultation, hav-
ing been for fome days confined by fick-
nefs, and therefore knew not of the re-
folutionsof the Board, till acquaintedwith' ’
them afterwards by the fecretary, whom
I defired to fummon another meeting of
the Council the next day; and detained”
thc difpatches, that this matter might

be
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be reconfidered, as I judged the orders
fent to Mefl. Amyatt and Hay precipi-
tate; and that they fhut out all poflibi-
lity of an accommodation, altho’ the Na-
bob thould be inclined to it. The Coun-
cil being met, I fent in my opinion in a
letter to the fecretary ; which being read
at the Board, produced the alteration,
which I propofed in the orders to Mef,

Amyatt and Hay.
Tue following is an extra& from the

confultation of my letter to the fecretary,
and the refolutions taken in confequencg
of it.

Extraét of Confultation of June 10. Pre-
fent Me/f. Billers, Adams, Cartier and

Marriott.

o TH E f{ecretary lays before the

Boazrd the following letter,

which he this morning received from the
Governor,

S1r, Asmy late indifpofition prevents

my attending the Board, I muit take

this method of delivering my opinion .

upon the iaftrudtons, which fhould
be

-
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be fent to Mefl. Amyatt and Hay, in
anfwer to the laft advices received from
them.

If the Nabob perfifts in detaining the
boats with arms, I think it muft be
deemed a declared a& of hottility, and
Mefl. Amyatt and Hay dire&ed, in fuch
cafe, to take their leave. If the Nabob
refufes to treat further with thofe gen-
tlemen, without our removing the troops
from Patna, by way of preliminary, 1
think, in that cafe likewife, they thould
take their leave, as I am not for confent-~
ing to make any change in the ftation of
our troops upon fuch demand. But fup-
pofing the arms to be releafed, and that
Mefl. Amyatt and Hay find the Nabob
in a difpofition to treat, without infift-
ing on the removal of our troops from
Patna, as a preliminary; then, I think,
thofe gentlemen fhould be furnithed with
inftru&tions what further to fay to the
Nabob; and thofe inftru®&ions, I think,
thould be, with refpect to the troops at
Patna, to reprefent to the Nabob, that
they were ftationed there with a view of

being



«a68 I NARRATIVE Yf the

7beingdn readinefs to aflift higy, whenever
:biraffsirs might require ig;.and that they
fhould be ready to att imconformigy fo
that view, as foon as the prefent diffe-
rences between us were accominodated.
They thould be further direGted to call
upon the Nabob, for his particular ob-
jections to the feveral articles or demangds
dclivered him ; and having tran{mitted
the fame to the Board, it fhould be con-
fidcred which are material tobeinfifted on.
SomE anfwer fhould likewife be fent

te Mefl. Amyatt and Hay, regarding
Mahomed Allee, and the other officers of
the government, at prefent kept here
prifoners. 'The Nabeb fays, as we have
¥eized them, gnd have themin pur hangds,
Ny4 any, take our gwn fatisfa&tion for the
-doflpsnfome have {uffared in their private
$radp,. » We: fhould either tell Mcﬂ'.‘é\-
myatt and Hay, that we will do fo, or

. el .we thopld fend thofe officers up to
: themy. witly inftryQions to delivef them
nghe Nabeb, dsfiring him to ohlige them
sAximake good fugh, Jofles ; at htﬁe, fame

wiie, receivipg from the gavernment’s
R officers,
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officers, the-accounts of loffes they fay
thdy have fuffered by the violehoe of
Edglith agents and gomaftahs; and this
fecond method, I think, the moft propert.

Net ‘T r-the Company’s, nor private
trade, meet at prefent ‘with any inter-
ruption. This is an efi¢ntial reafon, why
we ought to avoid, if pofiible, engaging
our employers in an expenfive war, and
tnvolving the country in troubles, to
their great lofs, as well as that of the
" fettlement in general.

Tre low ftate of our treafury, and the
peace in Europe, by which the Fresach
will be repoffefled of their fettlementsin
this country, are, in my opinion, ether
ftrong reafohs, why we thould, if poffi-
blé, keep on'good terms with the Nabob.
"* Frnairy, I think, that further ia-
" ‘fiructions fhould be fent to the gentlemen
at Patna, concerning their manner of
adting, in cafe a rupture with the Nabob
ﬂlould be ‘ufidvolidable; with reference, I
mearr, 't tHe fehfon, which would pre-
'vent the troops' from hence tnarching
by land to'Join ‘thofe-at Patfrer; 4hd going

up
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up by boats, would take a long time.
Upon this article, I {ubmit myfelf to the

judgment of major Adams.
THE fame being read and confidered.

Refolution of the Board.

AGREED, That we write im confe-
quence, a further letter to Mefl. Amyatt
and Hay, acquainting them, that fup-
pofing the arms to be releafed, and they
fhould find the Nabob inclinable ftill to
treat, without infifting on the removal
of the troops from Patna, as a prelimi-
nary, they may affure him that thofe
troops have been always ftationed there
for the fecurity of his government, and
to maintain the tranquillity of the coun-
try ; and that they fhall ftill continue to
a® in conformity to this view. ‘That
they fhall then call upon the Nabob for
his particular obje&tions to the feveral
articles or demands delivered him, and
tranfmit them to us, when we fhall con-
fider and determiné, which of them are
fo material as to require being filt in-
fifted on, and"which may be'moderated;
that if the Nabob fhould again” niake

mcn-
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mention of Mahomed Allee, and the o«
ther prifoners here, we leave it to them
to judge whether we had beft profecute
the ehquiry againft them ourfelves, or
fend them up to them, to have it finifh-
ed in prefence of the Nabob, and to give
Lim their anfwers accordingly ; that they
may receive from the government’s offi-
cers, the account of any lofles they fay
they have fuftained, by the violence of
the Englith agents and gomaftahs, upon
their being properly authenticated ; and
again affure the Nabob, that for what-
ever appears to be juft, he fhall receive
full fatisfaGtion. On the further fubje&
of the Governor’s letter, the Board are
of opinion, that their utmoft endeavors
have been already ufed to prevent the
country’s being involved in troubles, or
their employers engaged in an expen-
five war : that they can now leave it anly
to time to fatisfy them, whether thefe
ende¢avers will prove effe€tual. That the
circumdtance of a peace in Europe, and
the {uppofition drawn from thence, that
tht;F rench will pbtain their refettlements

- hcre,
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here, is rather a ftrong reafon, why we
fhould employ the moft fpirited methods,
to become immediately aflured of the
Nabob’s intentions and difpofition to-
wards us, and not delay timein a fruitlefs
negotiation. ‘That with regard to the
laft paragraph of the Governor’s letter,
referred to the judgment of major A-
dams; the major, with the reft of the
members, think it unneceffary to fend
further inftructions to Patna, than thofe
contained in the letter of yefterday to
Meff. Amyatt and Hay, and whereof a
copy was tran{mitted to that fattory.

On the 13th we received a letter from
Mefl. Amyatt and Hay, giving a very
different account of the Nabob’s difpo-
fition, from that contained in Mr. Amy-
att’s letter to me, received four days be-
fore. They advifed now, that < the
¢¢ arms ftill continued under feizure.
<« That all converfationwith the Nabob,
¢ upon bufinefs, was at a ftand. That
«¢ the Nabob, buoyed up with tie no-
*¢ tion of his own flrength, thewed, by

. 15 all
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¢ all his a&ions, that he was refolved
<¢ on a rupture, which they now looked
‘¢ upon as unavoidable; and therefore,
wifhed us to remove them out of his
‘¢ power as foon as poflible.” In an-
fwer, we recommended to them, to tem-
porize in any manner they could, to get
themf{elves out of the Nabob’s hands, in
cafe they ftill judged a rupture unavoid-
able, and that he defigned to detain them.
On the 17th, we received a letter from
the fame gentlemen, which confirmed
their former fentiments ; and the fame
day, the following letters were received
from Mr. Ellis, which brought the
profpe&t of war but nearer to our view,
and left the Board nothing now to do,

but approve of his meafures, and wait
the iflue.

€€

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis to the
Governor and Council. Dated June 3,
1763.

¢ HE Nabob, whofe brain it ever

- teeming with inventions, to dif-
trefs, and render us fubfervient to his
Vou. III. T tyranny,
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tyranny, has now hit upon a method of
doing it very effeCtually, by inveigling
away our feepoys. His emiffaries, em-
ployed on this fervice, promife to the
private men double the pay we give,
advancing them one month; and to the
officers, a promotion in rank: and {o well
hath his {cheme fucceeded, that we have
loft 200 men fince the firft inftant; a-
mongift whom are many ofhicers, and the
remainder old feepoys, perfectly verfed
in our difcipline.

IT is now near four months, that we
have been in a moft perplexing ftate of
fufpence, juft between theboundsof peace
and war, with the governmenthere ; and
during thattime, have patiently borne the
many infults daily offered us ; infomuch,
that our people begin to think, and with
fome appearance of reafon, that we ¢an-
not do ourfelves juftice ; which is apo-
ther motive for their going over to -the
Nabob.

‘Tuis, gentlemen, merits your moft {e-
rious and immediate confideration ; for 1
do afiure you, if we remain much longer

in
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in the fituation we have been in for fome
time paft, there will not be 500 old fee-
poys left inthe two battalionshere (which
I can fafely fay, were inferior to none in
the fervice) and the unhappy confequences
that may attend our aing with a parccl
of raw, undifciplined people, againft
thofe whom we have taught to be fol-
diers, are fufficiently obvious.

Tue Nabob, in order to bring every
force againft us, which it is poffible to
colle&t, has made up matters with Com-
gar Cawn, and put him in pofieflion of
the country he before held. The feepoys,
who were ftationed there, to the num-
ber of about 1000, arrived here this day.”

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis fo the
Governor and Council. Dated June 6,
1763.

& OUR feepoys ftill continuing to

defert in great numbers, I have

judged it moft expedient, and for the
good of the fervice, to order the whole
party to hold themfelves in readinefs to
- T 2 -march
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march’at a morent’s warnmg, and have
thereby entitled them to‘Batta. v
THis is the only mears of putting a
ftop to the defertion; and if it has the
defired eﬁ"e& will be well worth tHe
expence.” .

TuE next day, we received two more
letters from Mefl. Amyatt and Hay, con-
taining an account of an affront offered
to fome of thHe gentlemen of their com-
pany, by the Nabob’s chokies; and men-
tioning, that the Nabob ftill infifted on
the removal of our troops from Patna,
and fatisfaction for his grlevances ; that
parties of horfc were ftationed all round
thcm to prevent their efcape ; and g‘ooo
"meén were detached to Ben gal; with ofher
circumftances, confirming their opinion
that the Nabob would nqt treat.

IT appearmg to the Board, that there
was the ftrohgeft reafon to apprehend our
d1f"putes W1fh the Nabob would end in a
rupture, it was thought)nec‘:eﬁ'ary to form
2 plan for the condu& of the war, Whep-
ever it thould break quf. ™

THE
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Tug following dlfpoﬁnon was refol-
ved upon aqcordmgly s with which Meﬁ'
Amyatt and Hay were acquamted and
_again dire@ted to leave Mongheer as
;hey gould.

Extraét of Confiltation of June 18, 1763.
Prefent Meff. Vanfittart, Adams, Bil-
lers, Cartier, Haftings, Marriott and

W atts.

c¢ IT is agreed, in order to form a

front for the protetion of the
Company’s aurungs and lands, to fecure
their inveftment and revenues in the beft
manner pofiible, and to endeavor to col-
le&t what we can from the other pro-
vinces, to anfwer the expence of the
war, that our troops be immediately
prepared for taking poft, according to
the following difpofition.

CarTaiN Knox, with his detach-
ment, in the province of Beerboom; a
detachment of 200 of the Company’s
troops, and 300 feepoys, in the province
of Nuddeea or Kiffnagur ; the body of
the army from Ghercttec, at Coffimbu-

T 3 Zar ;
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zar; to poffefs themfelves of the city of
Moorfthedabad. That in this difpofition,
the troops fhall march as nearly as pof-
fible in a line, fo as to be able to fupport
cach other, and the whole to a& under
the orders of major Adams.

Tue diftance of captain Knox’s pre-
fentftationat Jellafore being confiderable,

AGRrREED, That whilft the other pre-
parations arc making, he be directed to
march to Midnapoor, and there wait with
his party in readinefs for moving, until
he fhall receive our further orders, leaving
behind him one company of feepoys and
two or three gunners, to defend the poft
at Jellafore.”

As there was now fo great an appear-
ance of an approaching rupture, it was
judged neceflary to come to fome certain
refolution with refpc& to the govern-
ment of the country on fuch an event.
Suppofing the removal of Meer Coflim
from the fubadarree thould be the iflue ;
likewife, with refpect to the precautions
which fhould be taken, for reimburfing

to
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to the Campany the expence of the im~
pending war; and to private merchants,
the loffes which they might fuftain in
their concerns in the country. On thefe
points the feveral members were to come
prepared with their opinions, to the next
meeting, which was held accordingly on
the 2oth, and the following are their
opinions.”

Extratt of Confultation of June 20, 1763.
Prefent Mef].Vanfittart, Adams,Billers,
Cartier, Haftings, Marriott and Watts.

Mr. Watts’s Opiniaon.
« MR. WATTs is of opinion, that
fhould a rupture be unavoida-
ble, the beft method would be taking
of the government into our own hands,
on account of the Company; but as the
keeping of it, and the fettling it proper-
ly, will require a large force, he thinks
it at prefent impracticable, and that the
attempting it would be runging a rifk of
involving the country in a fcene of war,
which, with our prefent force, we could
not foon put a fltop to. He therefore
T 4 judges,
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judges, that the moft advifeable method
will be the fixing upon a proper perfon
who has fome influence in the country;
but that before we declare him, a treaty
ought to be made, and every precaution
taken to prevent any difputes hereafter,
which will be unavoidable, if the limits
of each party’s power are not fixed, as
alfo the liberties of our trade fettled.
Thefe two points require much confider-
ation, and as each party muft give up
fomething to the other, he begs leave to
defer giving his further fentiments at
prefent.

Tue perfon who fhall be appointed,
fhould pay to the Company the charges
that may attend the war; but as it can-
not be expetted he will, or it may fo
happen that he will not have ready mo-
ngy to anfwer this, and the many other
demands he will have on him, atarriving
to the government; and the prefling him
for the payment might give uneafinefs ;-
he thinks a grant of certain lands might
be given. the Company for ever ; and he
wonld prefer the following, as they may.

- : be
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be maintained with a very little expence,
are almoft fecure againft any invafion,
and are thofe in which the greateft part
of the Company’s goods are manufa&tur-
ed ; all the lands bounded on the weft,
by the Hoogly river ; on the north, by
the Jillinguy river ; on the caft, by the
Pudda; and on the fouth, by the fea.

ArL lands and cities which lie be-
tween the fouth bank of the Magna, or
any other great river to the northward of
the city of Dacca and the fea; and as
far eaft, as that river may run.

H e alfo thinks, that the perfon fixed
upon, thould make reftitution for all pri-
vate loffes.

- Myr. Marriott’s Opinion.

IN regard to the fettling the country,
in cafe of a rupture with the Nabob, and
the removal of him from the fubahfthip,
which now appears unavoidable ; the firft
difpofition that occurs, is the taking the
country into our own hands, calling our~
felves Dewan for the King, and apply-
ing to him accordingly for funnuds, pro-
mifing arid paying him his annual reve~

nues,
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nues, for the provinces of Bengal, Bahar
and Orifla, as former Nabobs ufed to do,
and which latter ones have never done.
This difpofition, however, is liable to
many objections,and at prefent impra&i-
cable, as our whole force is very infuf-
ficient, to keep pofieflion of fuch a tra&
of country.

THE next method that occurs, is the
fixing on another man as Nabob, who
inay be more underour direction than the
prefent. For there appears no medium
can be obferved ; we mutt either govern
him, or he will us; and we muft fub-
mit to have affairs upon the footing they
were in Serajah Dowla’s time, if fuch a
ftep is not followed.

Ir putting another Subah in the go-
vernment is approved, the next thing to
be cenfidered, is the perfon proper for
this purpofe; and being unacquainted
with any of the prefent Nabob’s Jemmat-
dars, or other men of family in the eoun~
try, I can think of no one but the late
Nabaob, whofe chief caufe. for refigning

the Subahthip being-then yemoved, he
would
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would take the weight of government a-
gain on himfelf, and agree to what we
might propofe, which I think need only
be the demands now made upon Coffim
Allee Cawn, with a ftipulation of the
number of troops he fhould keep up, and
alfo of the number of ours he thould have
about his perfon.

WiTH regard to the reimburfing the
Company, for the expences of the war, a
calculation fhould be made of them, as
nearas poflible, and fucha fumrequired for
the payment, either in money, or in the
revenues of a trat of lands, held andcol-
leted by the Company, till fuch fum
was difcharged. It thould likewife be fti-
pulated, that the perfon promoted thould
make good the loffes private perfons may
fuftain on this occafion ; but the necefla-
ryamount cannotbedeterminedonatpre-
fent; and that he fhould make a gratuity
inmoney to the military for their fervices.
Many objections I am fenfible may be
ftarted againft reinftating the old Nabob;
one, our Honorable Mafters approved of
the late change ; but yet, if their noble

acquifitions
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-acquifitions are continued to them, and
tranquility reftored in the country, I flat~
ter myfelf they will not ohje& to the
- name of Meer Jafher Allee, whofe natu-
1£al refentment againft us may be chang-
€d; andif it fhould not, it may be curbed,
by keeping always fome of our troops
with him. The late Nabob’s weak ca-
.pacity, that was made an argument a-
Zainft him, 1 think would, confiftent
with good politics, rather plead in his
tavor, as it certainly can never be the
Company’s intereft to have an enterpriz-
ing Nabob, for the Subah of thefe pro-
vinces ; it being fo natural for a man, in
that ftation, to endeavor at all rates to
render himfelf independent.
~go Mr. Haftings’s Qpnion.
o WiHATEVER be the event of a war
with the Nabob, which I yet hope may
beaveided,as I have everdeclared againft
all the meafures that have led to it, I
maight well decline giving my opinion,
sWith re{pe& to the fitteft eftablifhment
40 take plaoe upon the {ubverfion of the

prefant. But I muft confefs this 3 point
] of
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of fuch difficulty, that I muft of neceflity
leave it to abilities fuperior to my own,
to point out fucha provifion as may ferve
both to remedy the divifions, and prevent
the bloodfhed, which fuch a change will
introduce in the country, and to pre-
ferve the Englifh name, and the Compa-
ny from finking with the weight of their
own acquifitions. Thefe confequences
I think unavoidable, tho’ there is little
likelihood that our difpute with the Na-
bob will be of long duration, or give us
much trouble. )
For reimburfing the Company’s ‘ex-
pences, and the lofs which their trade,
as well as that of private merchantsfasy
fuftain, in the courfe of the war,-cafe
fhould be taken to affign a proper and li-
mited fund for that purpofe, which may
‘be determined upon, wheneverthe plan
is fixed for the operations of the war: '
’ Mr. Cartier’s Opinton.
+ Tae keeping of this imhmenfe tFa&t
of country for the ufe and fervice of tie
Honorable Company, would lead ws-intb
fuch a {cene of difficulties, as ‘we fhould
- not
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not eafily get over ; nor do I think the
civil or military body, on this eftablith- -
ment, fufficiently large for the manage-
ment and proteétion of the fame, which
would be the means of giving birth to
endlefs wars and oppreflions, and produce
difaffe&tions among the natives ; thefe,a-
mong other reafons that might be urged,
are fufficient with me to difapprove a ftep
of this nature; but a war being in my
opinion now unavoidable, it becomes ne-
ceffary to confider what meafuresare moft
likely to bring it to a {peedy cenclufions
as well as thofe which may tend to fup-
port us in its duration. It is therefore,
in my opinion, abfolutely neceffary we
aim to form, or fix an alliance with fuch
officers, as may be in or out of employ,
under the prefent government, whofe
influence or credit might be of real fer-
vice ; and that we immediately declare
in favor of fome perfon,as Subah of this
province, whofe intereft in itmightfacili-
tate the method of gaining over thefe of- -
ficers. The reftoring of Meer Jaffier Al- -
lee Cawn to_his - former- dignity, would. -

be



Tranfaitions in BENGAL. 28y

bethe moft likely meansof effeting thofe
ends, and in all human probability moft
agreecable to the country. Itwould fur-
thermore be doing an a& of juftice to a
man, who, in my opinion, never injur-
ed us.

Tuo’ I declare in favor of Meer Jaf-
fier Allee Cawn, I think we ought to
regulate certain matters with him, as
might tend to a folid eftablifhment of his
government, and preferve out own influ-
ence ; which, if not abufed, the reftric-
tions we may fubjethim to, will, Thope,
be confidered as a method beft adapted to
continue a lafting peace in the country.
The reftri®ions are as follows.

FirsT, That his ftanding army thould
notexceed goooeffe@ive horfe,and 10,000
gunmen; and this body to be diftributed
on the different frontiers of his country.
‘That his conftant refidence be at Moor-
fhedabad, and thatnomorethan 5oo horfe,
and 2000 gunmen, do take poft there.
Mongheer to be evacuated by the court
of his Excellency, and to be garrifoned
as 4 fort. That 2 corps of 250 Europe-

ans,
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ans, and a battalion of feepoys, be always
in cantonments at Coflimbuzar, for the
protection of his Excellency’s perfon, in
cafe of neceflity.

SeEconDLY, That a treaty, previous to
the operations of our army, fhould be
fettled with the Nabob, on the above
points ; likewife, as to the grant of jag-
heer funnuds, for the three provinces of
Burdwan, Midnapoor and Chittagong ;
the fettling of our trade, on the footing
we demand it to be on, till the pleafure
of the Company is known; and a ra-
tification of the reft of the feveral de-
mands made on Coflim Allee Cawn,
which we may think indifpenfably necef-
fary to ftick to. That the expences of
the war be defrayed by the Nabob, and
indemnification for all reallofles that may
be fuftained by private perfons of this fet-
tlement, in the courfe of the war, and
fincethe commencement of thefe difputes,
if owing to them ; the capture of what-
ever treafure may be made from the pre-
fent Nabob, to belong to Meer Jaffier,
to enable him to anfwer the above dif-

burfements,
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burfements, and to make a gratification
to the troops of his Majefty, and thofe
of the Company.

Myr. Billers’s Opinzon.

MR. BiLLERs gives it as his opinion,
that (if the prefent Nabob, in confc-
quence of a war is removed from the {u-
bahthip) a perfon of influence fhould be
put in pofifeflion of the government; for,
on a declaration of fuch our intention, it
is to be imagined many of the zemindars,
that are difaflected with the prefent Su-
bah, would declaiec themfelves in our fa-
vor. He would have fuch perfon put un-
der proper reftrictions ; likewife thofe
funnuds for the lands, now called tun-
caws, changed into jagheeree funnuds,
and confirmed by him as {fuch; and the
feveral rernaining articlesinfifted on from
the prefent Nabob, ratified by him. That
he fthould be obliged to hold his court at
Moorfhedabad, and evacuate Mongheer,
and only look upon it as a frontier town,
and guard it as fuch; he thould be allow-
ed a proper number of troops to guard

the three provinces, and colle& his re-
Vor. III. U venues,
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venues, which number fthould be fettled
by the Governor and Council, and h-
mited fo, as to put it out of his power to
hurt the Englith. He fhould be put in
pofleflion of all the treafure that may be
foundin Mongheer;and fuchrichesasmay
belong to the prefent Nabob. For reim-
burfing the expences of the Company,
and loffes {uftained by private people, he
thould be obliged to allow a certain fum,
which may be hereafter ftipulated.

Ir he (Mr. Billers) is called upon to
nominate a man, he thinks the former
Nabob, Meer Jaffier Allee Cawn, in every
refpe&t, a very proper perfon.

ITe is further of opinion, that a pro-
per recompence fhould be made, both to
the King’s and Company’stroops, for put-
ting the perfon fixed uponin full pofieffion
of the government.

Major Adams’s Opinion.

IF it fhould be deemed neceflary to
remove the Nabob, in confequence of a
war, I think it will be requifite to fet
ﬁnme perfon up in oppofition to him,
whote influence in the country may draw

to
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to his, apd our affiftance, many of the
Nabob’s officers. As I am not acquaint-
ed with cither the influence or abilities of
the principal men of the country, I beg
to refer tothe fentimentsof theother gen-
tlemen at the Board, whofe perfonal ac-
quajntance with them, and knowledge
of their characters, enables them to judge
whowould bethe propereft perfon totreat
with, on an affair of fuch importance.

THE perfon nominated thould, I think
be laid under fuch reftri¢tions, as to ren-
der him incapable of difturbing the trade
or tranquility of the country, and oblige
him toreimburfe the Company the whole
expence of the war, and fatisfy the pri-
vate merchants for the loffes they may
fuftain ; but that no ftep fhould be taken
in the affair, until the Board have re-
ceived anfwers to their letters, writ-
ten to Mefl. Amyatt and Hay on the gth
and roth inftant.

The Prefident’s Opinion.

ArTHo’ fome of the demands made
upon the Nabob, and which have occa-
fioned his prefent iH difpofition, are'fuch,

U 2 as
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as I have always difapproved and thought
unjuft, and fuch as the Company’s in-
terefts are no ways concerned in ; yet, I
hoped, and believed the Nabob would
have acquiciced therein, and waited with
patience, till ananfwer could be receiv-
ed from the Court of DireGors. Butas
he is {o rath and ill-advifed, as to com-
mit aéts of violence againft us, of fuch a
nature, as portend a total rupture, I (hall
ufe all diligence in forwarding the necef-
{ary preparations for fuch anevent; and
notwithftanding my difapprobation of
the fteps, by which this war is likely to
be brought on, at a time, when the
Company's bufinefs meets with no inter-
ruption; yet, whenhoftilities do unavoid-
ably commence, no one will be more for-
ward in promoting fuch vigorous mea-
fures, as feem moft conducive to bring
it to a {peedy iffue.

Waire fuch meafurey are purfuing,
and we are in a {tate of war, I fhall think
it, my duty to remain here; but as faon
as | fee qur Honorable Maflers affairs re-
ftored to a ftate of fecurity and tranqui-

lity,
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lity, I am determined to quit the chair,
as I will never be concerned in a fecond
regulation of the government of thefe
provinces, after the depofing of Coflim
Allee Cawn, which I fuppofe to be the
intent of the war, and, in all human pro-
bability, will be fpeedily accomplifhed.

I was one of a Board of Selet Com-
mittee, who, in the month of Septem-
ber, 1760, determined on the treaty with
Coflim Allee Cawn, which foon after
brought him to the Nizamut. Altho’
our refolutions were unanimqus, fome
members, who were at that time not in
Bengal, raifed afterwards abundance of
obje&tions, were not {paring of reproach-
es againft the members who were pre-
{fent,and fomeevendeclared, they thought
the¢ faid treaty not binding upon them.
A ftrong oppofition was formed hereup-
on, and every opportunity has fince been
taken, of aggravating difputes with the
Nabob ; by which means, jealoufics arid
fufpicions have been nourithed, until
they are grown into the ftate, in which
we now fee them. ' ~

' U 3 Tnus
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Trus experienced, itis notfurprizing,
that I fhould be unwilling to give my
vote for any particular perfon, to fuc-
ceed Coflim Allee Cawn, or to enter into
a difcuffion of the Company’s right to
nominate to fuch fucceffion, upon which
fome doubts may arife ; for altho’ they
may contra& with the neareft heir, to
fupport his pretenfions, which was the
nature of our engagement with Coffim
Allee Cawn, it does not follow, that
they have a right to procetd to a new
appointment, in cafe there be no heir of
the fame family. But as it is my defign,
that my government fhall expire as foon
as Coffim Allee is depofed, and the tran-
quility of the country reftored, it is
more for our Honorable Mafters benefit,
and the welfare of the province, that all
queftions relative to the fucceflion, be
decided by thofe who will remain here
to fupport the perfon, in whoie favor
they may turn.

. WHATEVER may be therefolutions of
the Board, I fhall do my utmoft to pro-
mote their fuccefsful execution, as long

as
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as I remain in the chair; and the perfon
who may betrcated with, I think, thould
engage to pay the Company fuch a fum,
as may be ftipulated for the expences of
the war ; as likewife fuch further fdm,
as thall be agreed upon for the indemni-
fication of the loflfes, which the mer-
chants, living under our prote&ion, will
unavoidably fuffer in their concerns inthe
country.”

ArTER thefe opinions had been read,
and much debate pafied on the fubjectat
the Board, it was refolved, thatthe mem-
bers fhould take time till the next meet-
ing, to determine on amatter of fuch im-
portance.

" ON the 23d,arrived the following let-
ter from Mefl. Amyatt and Hay to the
Board. Dated June 14, 1763.

“ IT appears to us from the Nabob’s

difpofition of his forces, both by
hisftren gthcnm gthedetachments towards
Beerboom and Moorfthedabad, and his
ordering to be aflembled at Patna his

troops from the Mey country, and other
U 4 places



296 A NARRATIVE of the

places to the weftward, and from what
he has dropped in converfation, that
he defigns to attack, at the fame time,
both Burdwan, and our forces at Patna,
in hopes of fubduing them before they
can be fuccoured. He continues to treat
us with the greateft flight, and we almoft
daily meet with infults from his people.
We have thought it neceffary to write
you the above, and to forward you a du-
plicate of the cypher, the receipt of
which you have not yet acknowledged, as
we arc doubtful what the event may be,
on our delivering the Governor’s letter
to his Excellency to-morrow, efpecially
as we have received {o little prote&ion
fiom him for our people, fince we have
b.en herc; and he feems to have fo high
an opinion of his own force, which, we
imaginc, he is led to by the Armenian,
who is his {fole minitter, and we believe
the only perfon that influcnces him to a
rupture. ‘The laft time we were with
the Nabob, he told us, that peace or war
depended on the removing our troops

from
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from Patna, which, if we complied with,
he would then talk on bufinefs.

Our gentlemen were again ftopped
this morning at the fame chokey, and
carried prifoners to the Nabob through
his army ; the Nabob has been pleafed
to fay, he has confined the people, and
will give us fatisfaction for this.

A Note in Cypber.

WE delivered the Governor’s letter to
the Nabob this morning ; on receiving
which, he immediately declared there
was war ; but told us, we might wait till
we received the Governor’s and Council’s
orders, and fend him under our hands
and feals the amount of them, when in
cafe they did not order down our troops
from Patna, he would fend us pafiports
to go to Calcutta; but that he would
detain Mr. Hay for fecurity that his
aumils, and the people in our hands, be
delivered up.

WE conclude, that the Nabob’s view
in this, is principally to fecure the fafety
of Petrus ; we therefore recommend the
immediate fecuring of that man, as Mr.

Hay’s
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Hay’s only fecurity, who has agreed to
remain with the Nabob.” )

THE pre(;aution, which they recom-
mended with refpeét to Coja Petrus, was
accordingly obferved ; tho’ I had fufficient
reafon to believe their furmife groundlefs,
fince the Nabob’s declared pretence for
detaining Mr. Hay, was the moft natural
conftruction that could be put upon that
ac&tion ; and had he ftopped here, the
ftriteft juftice could hardly have con-
démned him for it, after the provocation
which we had given, and the example
which we had afforded him ; but I fhall
forbear any further refleCtions for the
prefent on this fubje&, and haften to the
conclufion.

Tue next letter brought a fhort
glimpfe of hope, and made me imagine,
thdt the Nabob, having tried the effe@s

of a long oppofition, and dreading the
confequences of a war, was now refol-
ved to confent to peace upon any condi-
tions. ‘This letter was as follows.

Copy
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Copy of a Letter from Mcﬁ' Amyatt and
Hay to the Board. Dated June 19, 1763.

<« FTA\HIS evening, Rajah Nobit Roy

has been with us to inform us,
that his Excellency confents to releafe
the boats of arms immediately, and will
treat without perfifting in his prelimi-
nary demand of removing the troops from
Patna; and we have accordingly agreed
to wait upon bim to-morrow.”

Tue flattering profpe@ which this
letter had opened, vanithed almotft in the
inftant of its firft exiftence, and was fuc-
ceeded by flying reports of troubles al-
ready commenced at Patna, which, tho’
impoflible to be traced to any credible
authgority, and told with improbable and
contradittory circumftances, yet left no
doubt, that fome extraordinary and cala-
mitous event had given rife to them.
What added to the credit of thefe ru-
mours was, that we had not heard from
Patna for fome days. And on the joth
of the month we were informed, by a
letter from the gentlemen at Coffimbu-

zar,
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zar, that our dauks had been made pri-
foners by the fougedar of Rajemahl, and
the letters feized, by which our commu-
nication with Patna and Mongheer was
flopped.

In the mean time, I received two let-
ters, in 4 very different ftyle, from the
Nabob, one on the 26th, and the other
on the 29gth of June. I fhall enter both,
and leave it to the reader to make the ob-
vious commentson the pacificdifpofition,
which the Nabob plainlyfhewed to thelaft,
till driven to the neceflity of ftanding on
his defence, by the atual hoftilities be-
gun by our fa&ory at Patna.

Qopy of a Letter from the Nabob #o the
Goverror. Dated June 19, 1763.

. I HAvc received your kind letter
with pleafure ; you write, that you

have read thc lift of demands, prefented
by Mr. Amyatt, with my anfwer to each
article ; that it is furprifing that not one
&f them have been confented to, and that
T repeatedly write for the removal of the
troops from Patna; and-that you and
Mr.
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Mz. Amyatt never wrote to me,that arms
were not difpatched to that place, hut
that the forces which are already thera
want mufkets. That I had flopped Gx
boats loaded with mufkets, and taken
from the Company’s gomaftah at Bahar
2000 maunds of falt-petre. That 4 or
goo mufkets, or 2000 maunds of falt~
petre, were no great matter to either of
us; but by fuch unprofitable actions,
I rendered entirely ufelefs and ineffec-
tual, all your endeavors and ftudy to
preferve peace and union, between wus.
‘That from all thefe circumftances yow
{fuppofed, that I was refolved upon a rup-
ture ; if fo, that I fhould write it plain-
ly. That I might be affured, that untefs
I releafed the boats and arms, there
would be an end to all our friendthip
and peace, and to all concerns between
us. Sir, in my reply to each article of
the demands, what have I an{wered con -
trary to the treaty, or not conformahle
to juftiqs, or what bufinefs of yours hawe
I put a flop to? Write me any inflance
that I may know it. From, the profef~

fions
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fions of you, gentlemen, and my own
confidence in you, I affured myfelf, that
the troops at Patna were for my fervice;
and for that reafon I fent for them. F
now underftand, that they are kept at
Patna for the defence, and the bufinefs
of the faCtory, and for my grievance and
detriment. Had I known as much be-
fore, I thould not have f{ent for them
nor had I any other reafon for defiring
their removal from Patna, but that Mr.
Ellis is my profefled enemy; and for
thefe two years has created difturbances,
leaving unattempted no means to ruin
my affairs. For this reafon, if you think
it proper to keep up forces at Patna, and
that the boats of arms thould be releafed,
it is fit that you fhould appoint Mr. A-
myatt, or Mr. M<Gwire, or Mr. Haf-
tings, whichfoever of thefe gentlemen
you approve of, to the chiefship of Pat-
na, and remove Mr. Ellis from that
place. By this means, good order will
be introduced into both our afférs ; but
if you, gentlemen, are refolved at all e-
vents upon 2 rupture; write me fo phinly.
T- - WHOEVER
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WHOEVER Wwrote you, gentlemen,
that I had feized your falt-petre, wrote
an abfolute falthood, and with a wicked
defign. Itis true, that 4 or 500 mufkets,
are no great matter to you ; neverthelefs,
they would be of ufe to me, in the ap-
pearance which they would have with
the zemindars, and the common people of
this country. If you will oblige me, by
granting this {light favor, I may at
length reap this benefit (be it great or
{fmall) in three years, from the influence
of the Company, and the kindnefs of you,
gentlemen. The amount of their price
I will pay; if you will net give them,
you are mafters of your own goods. You
ought to confider well, from what quar-
ter war and difcord fhew themfelves.
For inftance, the Englith Council has fent
frict orders to all the gomaftahs of their
factories, that upon any fault being com-
mitted, by any of the officers of the fir~
car, they fhall, without acquaimnting me,
or my naibs, or aumils, chaftize himy
and carry him away a prifoner. Ang
tho’ I had difimifled Mahamed, Allee

. from
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from my fervice, and fent for him, when
he had waited a few days to prepare his
accounts, and was upon the point of fet-
ting out for this place, your people feized
and carried him to Calcutta ; and befides
this, they have imprifoned feveral others
of the officers of the fircar.

IT is needlefs to write, what difgrace
they have thrown upon my affairs. Had
I refufed to punifth them upon convittion
of their faults, yet, in that cafe, it would
not have been juft to quarrel with my of-
ficers. Whatever claims or feizures, or
war, or force were to be made, ought
to have fallen upon me. After fo op-
probrious an a&, fo oppofite to the rules
of friendfthip, what room was there left
for mutual confidence ? To your demand
that I thould write plainly, whether my
defigns are for war? I declare to you
plainly, that I upen no account do de-
fire a war with you, gentlemen; nor do
I interrupt either the Company’s trade,
or your foreign comymerce. But you,
geatlemen, fetting on foot omrce or twice-
every year a new treaty, enter imto ne-

getiations,
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gotiations, and infit on an anfwer to
your own liking ; by this you leave me
without remedy. Whatever is to be
done, delay not. If I have done any
thing contrary to the old treaty, acquaint
me with it. You have taken Burdwan,
and the other countries, for defraying
the expences of the Englith army; and
in the old treaty you have written, that
your army fhall attend me; and now,
when I defire you to remove your forces
from Patna, and fuffer them to attend
me, you make excufes and denials. This
is foreign from juftice. With refpe& to
Mr. Ellis, how fhall I {peak, or how fhall
I write what quarrels he has made with
my people from the beginning, and how
he has injured my affairs ? Now, he is
every day making preparations againft
*Meer Mahomed Mechdee Cawn, and
making a thew of his forces before him,
and is ready to attack him. In this cafe,
I and my people are without remedy. It

is a duty on every man to defead his
own honor.

Voz. III. X P. S.
# Naib of Patna.
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;P. S. Sir, concerning what you have
wrote of Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn’s
monthly allowance, you know, that at
this time, I have not an aumil in ady
place, and that the revenues of the fircar
are at a ftand. As foon as the aumils
are gone into their ftations, I will with-
out fail difcharge it.”

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob fo the
Governor. Dated June 22, 1763.

“ I EavEe already acquainted you fully

and repeatedly with the affairs of
this place, ahd ‘you will have underftood
the whole. At this time, upon ‘the
receipt of your letter, in which you in-
fi on the releafe of the boats laden with
mudkets, I have complied with your des
fire, and rgeleafed .the beats -with. the
mauofkets. But Mefl. Amyatt and Hay
have given me this plain anfver, they
have received, ar order of. the Council,
which is, that the treops et Patna-thall
ngver be- remayed, .as yor will{oblerve
by the lettar. written. to.ume. hy. othdle

gentlemen, of which I fond pan.a.cbpy-
As

.IL ha}..‘ - jq-
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As to the particulars of Mr. Ellis,
what fhall I write ? Daily he is feeking
occafion to quarrel with Meer Mahomed
Mehdee Cawn Behader; and now, by
what I can learn, that gentleman is bent
upon the defign of affaulting the fort of
Patna. To this purpofe, I have juft
received an arzee from Meer Mahomed
Mechdee Cawn Behader, with a paper of
news of that quarter. I opened them in
the prefence of Meff. Amyatt and Hay;
a copy of each I fend you inclofed in this
letter for your perufal ; and from them you
will have a clear view of all particulars s
and in the fame manner, the Englith fee~
pays arecommitting allmanner of violence
and hoftilities in the perganah of Bahr-
bund. A letter upon this fubje&; which
I received from Mahfing, the aumil of
that quarter, I have thewn to the faid
geatlemen, and now fend a eopy of it
likewife to you, for yourinformation.
-+ By your friendthip and kindnefs my
affairs Zwe been brought to this pafs:
Fhé meanef perfon that exifts, eould ne-
ver have-fubmitted to ufé fo great o for-
- & X 2 bearance ;
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bearance ; and that I have forborn fo
long, was owing to this only, that your
reputation might not fuffer with your
mafters. I now leave you to your own
concerns. Since Mr. Ellis has proceed-
ed to fuch lengths, as to prepare ladders
and platforms, in order to take the fort
of Patna ; now you may take whatever
meafures you think beft for the interefts
of the Company, and your own. I re-
.peatedly wrote to you to releafe me from
this bufinefs, and appoint another,; but
you did not even reply to me on this
fubjet. Since the chiefs of the fa&to-
ries are ftretching out their hands againft
;my honor and reputation, Iand my peo-
ple are in every refpe& without remedy,
_REr is it in my power to ufe any longer
.forbearance.

P. S. Sir, fince the receipt of the
former arzee from Meer Mahomed
Mchdee Cawn Behader, another arzee,

_with a paper of news, is arrived ; the
fubftance of it is, that the Englifh are
throwing down the houfes at Baukipore,

and
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and expelling the tenants, in order to
make entrenchments.

WHEN the zemindar of that placewent
to Mr. Carftairs ¥, to reprefent this af-
fair to him, that gentleman paid no re-

gard to him.
I sExD you a copy of the arzee, and

the paper of news.”

Copy of a Letter jfrom Meer Mahomed
Mehdee Cawn Behader zo0 the Nabob.

<¢ I HAve continually reprefented - to
your Excellency, that the chief 6f

the factory at Patna is bent upon a rup-
ture ; and your Excellency, in anfwer to
my arzees, continually informs me, that
a peace will thortly be concluded, and
the Englith troops withdrawn from Pat-
‘na. I have fent repeated rcprefentatlons
of the ftate of this place; and that that
gentleman was refolved upon a rupture,
infomuch, that he has even made plat-
forms and ladders for fcahng the walls
of the fort. One day, he ‘lnadc thém
ready for this defign, and was 'riear thc
X 3 T Wil

* Commanding officer of the detachment.
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walls, when a ftorm of wind and rain
came on, and caufed him to defer it.
This is our ftate ; but your Excellency
neither fends us any reinforcements, nor
gives me any orders to fight ; what then
am I to do, fitting inactive ? Since the
{feepoys of Bengal have gained an ill
name, for their treachery to former Na-
zims, it is not in my power to bring my-
felf to {fo much forbearance and want of
fpirit. If that chief is determined on a
quarrel, I will put up with no more in-
fults, but will fight with him.

P. S. On the sth of the moon, the
hircarras of the fircar delivered me a
papér of news, which I fend, for your
Extellency’s information, inclofed.

" Copy of the Paper of Neavs.

I uAvE repeatedly informed your Ex-
¢ellency of the difturbances committed
by Mr. Ellis. This is the prefent ftate ;
the difturbanced’created by the faid gen-
tleman daily increafe ; his feepoys come
clofe to the fort, dhd give ill-language
fo the people of the fort; and fay to
them, *“whatdo youdofitting in the fort?

{3 Why



Tranfaliqns. s BENGAX. 31J

<« Why do you not come out into the
<¢.plain, that we may cut your heads off2”
In this manner they ufe infulting expref=
fions ; and that gentleman has alfo made
platforms, and high ladders for {caling
the walls. One day, with this defign,
he approached the fort, when a ftorm of
wind and rain came on, and caufed him
to defer it. I daily write to you what
pafles, but your Excellency takes no
meafures for redrefling thefe diforders;
and Meer Mahomed Mechdee Cawn Be-
hader will not fight without your oiders,,

Second Paper of News.

To the weft of Mogrhdur’s gardens
dwelt many tenants; Mx. M<Leod 7 tur-
ned them out, pulled, theif houfes down,
and threw them uponthe intrenchments,
where huilders are at work. The ze-
mindar of the place, taking the tenants
with him, carried them before captain
Carftairs, and complained ; but reecwlpg
no gnfwer, was forced to r_ctu’vn with the
tenants o his own houfe.” -

. X 4 Cop_;(
~% One-of the oficess of the defachment.
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Evpy of w Letter from Mahfing, Adumil
-+ gf Bahrbund; #za zbhe Nabob.

i ‘I Have before reprefented the par-
' ticulars of the affault made by
Dearam, the Englith gomaftah, with a
body of goo feepoys, &c. at the laft pahr
of the night, on the cutcherree of the
ptrganah of Bahrbund. At this time
about 700 Europeans and feepoys are
arrived at Cheelmarree in the faid perga-
nah, have plundered the merchants and
tenants, and making their way to the
cutcherree, early in the morning they at-
tacked my pefhkar, in Rannee Gunge,
they killed and wounded about 15 of my
peons, &c. and committed great ravages.
Though they are now returned to Dacca,
yet they will not defift from their hoftile
intentions. Thefe difturbances, repeated-
1y cdufed by the Englith, have entirely
riined the perganah. The tenants are
fled, the revenues are entirely at a ftand,
and the lands are wafte ; added to thefe
damages, the tuncaw of the Rangamet-
#ée fougedar has fuffeted 5 and your Ex-

ce’!eﬂcy can ‘well judge in  ‘what manner
the
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the -balandes are to be recovered, and
the new colleCtions made, amidft thefe
diforders. As the paft difturbances have
made it neceflary to entertain a few horfe
and foot, for the prote@ion of my honor,
and I have been obliged to borrow mo-
ney to pay them two months pay, I
requeft, that a perwannah may be grant-
ed me for a tuncaw.”

THE advices tranfmitted to the Na-
bob, by his officer at Patna, of Mr. El-
lis’s intention to attack the city, agree~
ing with the general report which had
prevailed for fome days, it was no longer
doubted that hoftilities had begun at that
place 3 and therefore, on the 2d of July,
orders were given for the army to march
from Gherettee. Some days before, a
letter was difpatched to meet Mr. Amy-
att, dire&ting him to leave his efcort at
Coffimbuzar, which would fufficiently
fecure that faGory till thearmy reached it.

It is argued by many, that the army
{hould have marched fooner; but if it
be- confidered, that the. march of the

army



3514 A NazxrhATive of phe

atmy would have beea regarded by the
Nabob, and all the country, as a certain
declaration of war, it would have been
improper, while we had any hopes from
the negotiation ; and after that hope was
nearly loft, it would have been impru-
dent te move the army, until our depu~ -
ties had received their difmiffion, leaft it
fhould put them in danger of being de-
tained with their efcort. All the necef~
fary preparations were made to infure, as
far as the nature of war will admit, the
fuccefs of our arms in cafe of a rupture ;
and if the Patna detachment had not
been loft by their own diforderly beha-
vior, the troubles would fcarce have
fpread into Bengal.

_On the 4th arrived the following note
in cypher from Mr. Amyatt, directed to
Mr. Ellis, but brought by miftake to
Qalcutta, inftead of another of the fame
ténor, addrefled to the Board.

. WE are made prifoners, as far as
‘¢ feizing our boats, and furrounding of
‘“ us can make us. The boats of arms

€ were



Tranfailions in BERGAL: 315

¢« ivere ftoppedafew miles from hence*.
<« Mongheer June, 21, 1763.”

TuEe hircarra that brought the note

reported, that being ftopped and de-
tained
* This was the laft of Mr. Amyatt’s letters from
Mongheer, that reached us before the war was de-
clayed ; but major Adams finding fome of his papers
at Moorfhedabad, fent me a copy from his letter-
book of a letter of the 22d of June. This giving
fome further account of the footing on which he

parted with the Nabob, I have thought proper to
infert it.

Copy of a Letter from My. Amyatt to Mr. Ellis,
dated Mongheer, the 224 of June, extratted
Jrom bis Letter-Book; where is a Ademorandum,
that bhe wrote a Letter of the fame Tenor to M.
Vanfittart.

SIR,

From the Nabob’s a&tions, two nights ago, we
were effeCtually made prifoners, furrounded bya bo-
dy of horfe all night, and our boats feized. 'That"
day in the morning we defired Nobit Roy to tell the :
Nabob, as we were ordered to return, we could ,
not, nor would not ftay, therefore defired per-
wannahs and duftucks for our free paffage; and
if he did not give them, we would go without.
In the evening Nobit Roy informed us, the boats
with arms fhould be releafed ; upon which we af-
fured him, we would not think of going, but with

the
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.detained a little on this fide of Mong-~
heer, by the Nabob’s chokc};s, he learn-
ed, that Mr. Amyatt was gone o Patna,
and that our ferceshad attackedand tak,cn

the city.

TuoucH we could not depend upon
this news, yet there was great reafon to
think it true; and from this moment I

was to enter on a new part. HithertoI
bad regarded the Nabob as the injured
party ; and his condu& from his accef-

fion to the fubahthip, to the opening of .

our
the Nabob’s confent. Notwithftanding this, he, that
mght, took the above precautions to ftop us, not
trufting our words. T'o-day all our boatsweregivenus
back again,and theNabob has promifed to difmifsus
the day after to-morrow; for we dedlared to hum,
we could not think of treating with him as affairs
are now fituated, we prifoners, and he fendmg
rcmforcements to Patna, nor could we anfwer for
‘the COnfequence, when 4l this intelligence reached
you ahd the gendemen in Caleutta. The boats
wyith the arms 3re ¢laared fiom the chokey at Su-
xygarrah, -and gone on, but there are many more
chokeys for them to pafs I believe. ‘Thus matters
¥and at prefent, which I chink neceffary to inform
youof. TheNabob kas given us affurances of éur
phriots and honor: being fafe, 2 .far as.wopdst will

aligwe Iam, &c.
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ouir faft difputes, and even to the prefent
pcriod a8 irfeproachable, excepting a very
few inftances eafily to be accounted for,
by the diftrefs and defpair to which he
was driven. I confidered myfelf as the
inftrument of his advancement, and that
he placed his entire dependence on me,
to {upport him in it, whilft he obferved
the conditions of the treaty ; and as more
efpecially concerned to preferve the fecu-
rity of the Company’s interefts, and the
tranquility of the country, upon the efta~
blithment which I had fo principal a
fhare in forming, and which the Court
of Dire&ors had approved, and ordered
me. to f{upport. Therefore, in all our
difputes, I had placed myfelf between
the Nabob, and the rage of his oppo-
nents, till the flame grew too violent to
be extinguifthed, and threatened our own
pofleflions. But juftice muft now give
place to neceflity, and I muft take the
part which my ftation required, in re-
pelling the evils to which the Company

and the nation.were gxpofed. ,
TuzssE motives bad induced me ﬁo
form
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form the refolution which I had before
publicly declared, in a minute already
noticed of the 2oth of June, to remain
in the chair, and affift in all the opera-
tionsof the war, untilit thould bebrought
to a final iffue, leaving it to the other
members of the Council to form a new
plan of government, in which I was de-
termined to have no concern. This re-
folution I now repeated to the Board in
the following minute ; believing, from
the hircarra’s report, that Mr. Amyatt,
who was the next in fucceffion to the
chair, was now at Patna.

Copy of the Governor’s Minute in Corgﬁd-‘-
tation of the 4th of July, 1763.

se I THINK it certain from the floppage
of our letters, the intelligence of

the hircarra and other reports, that hof-
tilities have begun at Patna, and that the
breach with the Nabobisirreparable. The
army under the command of major A~
dams fhould therefore march on towazds
Mongheer, with all expedition, to fe-
cure” the Company’s _pofic{lions, ..ead
bring
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bring the war to a fpeedy iffue; altho’
I am quite of opinion, as I always have
been, that it would be begun, continued
and ended, by our forces at Patna. For
the reft, as it is my refolution for the
reafons mentioned, in my minute of the
2oth of June, to quit the government as
foon as the war is fo far determined, as
that the Company’s fettlements and pof-
feflions run no rifk, and which I doubt
not will be the cafe before the month of
September. I fhall be glad that Mr. A-
myatt, who we have reafon to hope is
fafe at Patna, was dire&ted to return to
Calcutta, by that time to receive from
me the charge of the government, with
the papers and inftru&ions thereunto be-
longing.” /

‘THE minutes entered in confultation
of te 20th of June, regarding the plan
for fettling the government, in cafeof the
removal of Coflim Allee Cawn from the
fabahfhip, were now read again at the
Board, in order to come to fomeconclufion
upon the point ; and the opinions of ma=

jor
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jor Carnac and Mr. Batfon, which had

not been taken with the reft, were now

delivered in, in the following terms.
Major Carnac’s Opinion.

‘THo’ major Carnac entirely difapprov-
ed of the revolution in favor of Coffim
Allee Cawn, and did not deem the au-
thority, by which it was effe¢ted, as
fufficient, from aconviétion, if the whole
Council had been confulted, the majo-
rity would have been againft it ; yet,
from the moment we had the advice of
our Employershavingacquiefced therein,
it became our common duty to fupport
to the utmoft the new Nazim, fo long
as our rights and privileges were not
infringed by, him; and the major can
fafely aver, no perfon at the Board is
more truly concerned than himfelf, at
the meafures we are under the neceflity
of taking.

Tue Nabob Coflim Allee Cawn has
for fome time paft thewn fuch an indif-
pofition towards us, as would render it
the height of folly to place any confi-
dence in him; and however inclined the

" Board
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Board have fhewn themfelves (by their
long forbearance, and fending deputies)
to the eftablithment of a mutual friend-
thip, he has by his late acts abfolutely put
it out of our power, confiftently with ho-
nor, to come toan accommodation with
him. We fhall therefore be juftified to
the Company and the world, in exerting
our endeavors for the reftoration of Meer
Jaffier, an atonement which major Car-
nac looks upon as due to him, for the
injuftice he thinks was done him in de-
pofing him; and he is of opinion, he
thould be proclaimed at Calcutta, and
taken up with major Adams to Moor-
fhedabad, and there placed upon the
mufnud. That a manifeftofthould be pub-
lithed, fetting forth the reafons for the
change of government; and there is no
doubt, but as Meer Jaffier, from the con-~
fideration in which he has for many years
been held, muft haveanumberof friends;
feveral of the moft confiderable perfons
in the country will flock to his ftandard.
Major Carnac begs leave to fubmit to the
Board the terms, which, in his opinion,
Vor. IIL. Y thould
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thould be made the ground-work of a
treaty, to be concludcd between us and
Meer Jaffier.

THE confirmation of the ceffion of the
three provinces of Burdwan, Midnapoor
and Chittagong, with this alteration,
that they be now made over to us in
property, inftead of their revenues only
being affigned to us, as is the cafe at
prefent.

AN univerfel freedomof trade to be al-
lowed us, and the other privileges which
thedeputies were commiflioned todemand
of Coffim Allee Cawn. The defraying
the expences of the war, and a full in-
demaification to be made to the private
{ufferers, as well as to the public, for
ull lofles fuftained. To enable Meer Jaf-
frer to do fo immediately, the treafure of
Loflim Allee Cawn, if laid hold of, to
be put iato his hands; but im cafe of
failure herein, the revenues of the Nu-
dcea proviace to be mortgaged to wus, till
every body is reimburfed. The farmof
the Poarncea falt-petrs to be given to

the Company. SR,
HE



Tranfactions in BENGAL. 323

THE evil confcquence of fuffering an
overgrowth of power in a Nabob, be-
ing but too apparent, he fhould in fu-
ture be limited in the number of his
forces, fo as to be obliged to have his
main dependence upon thofe of the Eng-
lith ; the principal of our troops fhould
therefore be ftationed at Burrumpoor,
where there is a piece of ground already
marked out and given to us; proper
cantonments may be erected, and when-
ever he has occafion for their fervices,
they may be ready. This difpofition
will preferve our military, it being a very
healthy fpot ; whereas they have fatal-
Ty experienced (the two laft feafons par-
ticularly) the unhealthinefs of Calcutta.

Myr. Batfon’s Opinion.

. Tue Nabob Coflim Allee Cawn has
plainly manifefted by his general con-
du&, fince he has been raifed to the fu-
bahdarree, and more particularly by the
feveral ats of hottility, to which he has
lately proceeded, that he has the moft
inveterate enmity againft us; and that his
defign is to extirpate us entirely out of

Y 2 his
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his country, if ever it thould be in his
power. The delays already procured by
the gentlemen, who have fo ftrenuoufly
fupported his caufe, have fubje&ted our
affairs to great dangers and inconvenien-
cies, and brought on us fome difgraces.
Iam of opinion, therefore, that to keep
terms with Meer Coffim any longer, or
attempt any accommodation with him,
is highly detrimental to the intercfts of
our Company and nation ; and I propofe,
that we reinftate the old Nabob in his
government, of which he has been un-
juftly deprived ; hereby I think we fhall
attain the defirable end, of eftablithing
the Company’s affairs on a folid founda-
tion, and clear ourfelves of the imputa-
tion of a breach of faith, which, tho’
really due to a faction amongft us, has
thro’ this been caft on the nation in ge.
neral.”

T Hr majority of opinions agreeing in
the appointment’ of anothet perfon to
the fubahthip, this point came the next
under confideration, and the ,ghqiée "of

the
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the Board fell of courfe upon Jaffier Al-
lee Cawn ; Mr, Haftings and myfelf re-
maining.neuter upon the occafion ; and
it was accordingly refolved, that he
fhould be reftored to the Nizamut. The
next day we reccived two letters from
Mr. Amyatt, the firft dated from Seep-
gunge, the 25th of June, advifing us,
¢ that from all the Nabob’s ations, he
« and Mr< Hay both judged, that he
¢« intended war, and that he would at-
¢ tack our troops at Patna. That four
«« days before, an Armenian commander,
¢ with a.ftrong reinforcement of horfe,
<¢ foot and cannon, went to Patna ; and
< that the Armenians folely managed
‘¢ him, and urged the difputes.; The
laft dated from Sootee, the 30th of June,
advifing us, that the INabob had given
him a pafiport, and fent a man with him,
to conduct him and his party fafe to Cal-
cutta. We were accordingly in expec-
tation of feeing him, when we received a
lgtter from the factory at Coflimbuzar,
informing us, that as he was pafiing the
city of Moorfhedabad, he was attacked

Y 3 by
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by the Nabob’s forces. Mr. Amyatt
himfelf, and fome other gentlemen, kill-
ed, and the reft made prifoners.

SECTION XIII.

The new Treaty with Meer Jaffier, War

with Meer Coffim, and the Maffacre
at Patna.

The Proclamation of Meer Jaffier, and
Declaration of War.——Meer Cof-

fim’s Letter, confirming the Report of
our Defeat ar Patna.——Coffimbu-
zar Faclory furrounded. Minutes
in  Council of Mpyr. Vanfittart, and
Mr. Haftings, containing their Rea-
Jfons jor figning the Aéls in favor of
Meer Jaffier.——Propofed Articles of
Agreement with Meer Jafher. A4 De-
putation of the Board fent to bim with
the Articles. Minutes in Council of
Mpr. Vanfittart and Mr. Haftings, up-
on the Subjelt of the propofed Articles.
———Preliminary Demands delivered by
Meer Jatfier o the Deputies.— Debates
and Refolutions thereupon.—Remarks on
this
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this Subjest.—Meer Jafhier's Objections
to the Articles.—The Objections admit-
ted.—Treaty with Meer Jatfier.— Fur-
tber Demands of Meer Jafier— dgreed
to.— Letter from Meer Coflim 2o Ma-
jor Adams, threatening to cut off the
Prifoners in bis Hands.—B8r. Vanfit-
tart’s Letter to Meer Coflim on that
Subject.— Major Adams’s Anfwer to
Meer Coffim.—TFhbe Majjacre perpe-
trated.— Letter from Mr. Fullerton 72
the Board, giving an Account of this
Catafirophe, and of bis Efcape.

THIS unexpected attack, which we
judged for certain to be a confe-
quence of hoftilities, begun at Patna,
being the next day confirmed by fome
of the gentlemen’s fervants, and one or
two foldiers of the party, who had efca-
ped the fate of the reft, determined the
Board, immediately to declare war againft
Coflim Allee Cawn; and the Nabob
Jaffier Allee Cawn having confented to
take upon him the government, the
following declaration of war againft Cof-

Y 4 fim
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fim Allee.Cawn, and of -the reftoration
of- Jaffier Allee Cawn, was drawn up,
figned by the members of the Council,
and publicly read thro’ the town, copies
thereof being difperfed amongft the ze-

mindars, and other principal people of
the country.

Copy of the Proclamation of the Nabob
Meer Jaffier.

“ HE Nabob Meer Mahomed Cof-
fim Allee Cawn, having enter-

ed upon, and committed acts of open
hoftility againft the Englifh nation, and
the intereft of the Englifh united Eaft
India Company; we, on their behalf,
are reduced to the neceffity of declaring
war againft him ; and having come to a
refolution of placing the Nabob Meer
Mahomed Jaffier Cawn Behader again
in the government; we now proclaim
and acknowledge him as Subahdar of the
provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orifia :
and further, as the faid Cofiim Allee
Cawn, has likewife exercifed aés of vi-
olence and oppreflfions over many of the
principal
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principal merchants and inhabitants of
the country to their entire ruin, we do
hereby require all manner of perfons un-
der our jurifdi¢tion, and alfo invite all
other officers and inhabitants of the
country, to repair to the ftandard of
Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn Behader,
to affift him in defeating the defigns of
the faid Coffim Allee Cawn, and finally
eftablithing himfelf in the fubahdarree.

GiveEN in Council at Fort William,
the 7th day of July 1763, under our
hands, and the feal of the faid United
Eaft India Company.”

WHiLsT the Board were fitting, the
following letter arrived from Meer Cof-
fim, and confirmed what we had for fome
days apprehended, the news of the de-
feat of our detachment at Patna. ‘The
particulars of this difafter, with the other
operations of the war, are fufficiently
known; let it here fuffice to obferve, that
the city was furprized and taken with-
out refiftance, by our troops, in the night
of the 24th of June; and by their dif-

orderly
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orderly behavior afterwards, whilft they
were difperfed, and intent only on plun-
der, was retaken by a handful of the
Nabob’s people, the next day at noon;
after which lofs, the gentlemen of the
faBlory, with the fcattered remains of
the army, retired a-crofs the river, and
were thereall deftroyed or taken prifoners.

Copy of @ Letter from the Nabob Coflim
Allee Cawn fo the Governor. Dated
June 28, 1763.

“ IN my heart I believed Mr. Ellis to

be my inveterate enemy, but from
his a&tions, I now find he was inwardly
my friend, as appears by this ftep, which
he has added to the others. Like a night
robber he affaulted the Kella of Patpa;
robbed and plundered the bazar, and all
the merchants and inhabitants of the
city, ravaging and flaying from the
morning, to the third pahr (afternoon.)

When I requefted of you 2 or 300 muf-

kets laden in boats, you would not con-

fent to it. ‘This unhappy man, in con-

fequence of his inward friendthip, fa-
vored
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vored me in this fray and flaughter,
with all the mufkets and cannon of his
army, and is himfelf relieved and eafed
from his burthen. Since it was never
my defire to injure the affairs of the
Company, what ever lofs may have been
occafioned by this unhappy man to my-
felf, in this tumult, I pafs over: but
you, gentlemen, muft anfwer for any in-
jury, which the Company’s affairs have
fuffered ; and fince you have unjuftly and
cruelly ravaged the city, and deftroyed
the people, and plundered effe@s to the
value of lacks of rupees; it becomes the
juttice of the Company to make repara-
tion to the poor, as formerly was done
for Calcutta. You, gentlemen, are won-
derful friends; having made a treaty, to
which you pledged the name of Jefus
Chrift ; you took from me a country, to
pay the expences of your army, with the
condition, that your troops fhould al-
ways attend me, and promote my affairs.
In effe@®, you keep up a force for my de-
ftrution ; fince, from their hand, fuch
events have proceeded, I am entirely of

opinion,
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opinion, that'the Company fhould favor,
me in caufing to be delivered to me the
rents for three years of my country. Be-
fides this, for the violences and oppref-
fions exercifed by the Enghfh gomaftahs
for feveral years pafts, in the territories
of the Nizamut, and thelarge fums ex-
torted, and the loffes occafioned by them,
it is proper and juft that the Company
make reftitution at this time. This is
all the trouble you need take; in the
fame manner as you took Burdwan and
the other lands, you muft favor me in
refigning them.” '

-

THi1s was followed by a note from the
gentlemen at Coffimbuzar, dated the
night of the 4th of July, informing us,
that the faGory was furrounded by a nu-
merous force, and that they expetted an
attack the next morning.

Tue Nabob’s letter putting it out of
all doubt, that our troops at Patna, which
confifted of a great part of our force,
were entirely defeated, and the war be-
commg thereby more ferious than had

) been
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been expected; that no appearance of
difunion amongft ourfelves might hurt
the public fervice, I now refolved to fet
my name to the declaration of war, and
the treaty with Meer Jaffier, in which I
had before declared my intention to have
no thare. This I accordingly did, having
firft explained the motives for this change
in my condu&, in the following minute,
delivered in the confultation of the 8th
of July.
The Prefident’s Minute.

«« THE Prefident (fenfible that it will bc
more for the public fervice, we fhould
appear unanimous in every meafure now
entered upon, for profecuting the war a-
gainft Coffim Allec Cawn with the ut-
moft vigor, and fupporting the alliance
with Jaffier Allee Cawn, to re-eftablifh
him in the government; and particular-
ly, that it will be a fatisfaction to the
Nabob Jaffier Allee Cawn) confents to
fign the proclamation, and all other
public deeds, which fhall be made in
confequence ; now recording ance for all,
that he does not mean hereby to preju-

dice
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dice his former declarations and opinions,
entered on the confultations.”

In the fame fentiments, I was joined
by Mr. Haftings (the only member who
had oppofed the claims of the reft of the
Board upon the Nabob, and the proceed-
ings which brought on the war) in the
following minute.

Myr. Haftings’s Minute.

<« It is long fince I forboded that our
difputes with the Nabob would termi-
nate in an open rupture; but as from the
ill opinion which I had of his ftrength,
I expected that our contention with him
would be of a very fhort duration, nor
otherwife affe& the interefts of the Com-
pany, than in the future ill confequen-
ces of a broken and difordered ftate ; and
as I had not the fame tie upon me with
the Prefident, in refpe& to any military
charge, it was my refolution, as foon as
a war fhould be declared, to refign the
Company’s fervice ; being unwilling, on
the one hand, to join in giving authority
to paft meafures, of which I difapproved;

and
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and to a new eftablithment, which I
judged detrimentul to the honor and in-
terefts of the Company: and apprehen-
five, on the other, that my continuance
at the Board, might ferve only to preju-
dice, rather than advance the good of
the fervice, in keeping alive, by my pre-
fence, the difputes which have fo long
difturbed our Councils, and retarding
the public bufinefs by continual diffents
and protefts. But fince our late melan-
choly advices, give us reafon to appre-
hend a dangerous and troublefome war;
and from the unparallelled a&ts of bar-
basity and treachery, with which it has
opened on the part of the Nabob, it be-
comes the duty of every Britith fubje&t
to unite in the fupport of the common
caufe, it is my intention to join my en-
deavors for the good of the fervice, not
only as long as the war fthall laft, but as
long as the troubles confequent from it
may endanger cither the Company’s af-
fairs, or the fafety of this colony. On
the fame principle, and to remove every
appearance of difunionamongft ourfelves,

I will
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I will freely fet my hand to the declara-
tion publithed by the Board, though I
ftill abide by the fentiments which I have
all along ecxprefled, of the meafures
taken in the courfe of all our difputes
with the Nabob, hereby confirming all
that I have declared in my former pro-
tefts and minutes, which ftand upon re-
cord in our confultations.”

I suALL go back to relate the pro-
ceedings of the Board, in farming the
new treaty of alliance with Jaflier Allee
Cawn. A committee having been ap-
pointed to draw up the articles of this
treaty, delivered in their propofals, in
the confultation of the 6th of July, as

follows.

Articles of the Treaty with Meer Jaffier
Allee Cawn.

“ FirsT, To confirm to the Company
the ceflion of the provinces of Burdwan,
Midnapoor and Chittagong, made by
Meer Coffim,either by jagheeree, {unnuds,

or {uch deeds as may {ecure the property
of
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of them, in the firongeft manner, to the
Company for ever.

SeconpLY, To ratify and confirm to
the Englifh, the privilege granted by
their Firmaun, and feveral hufbulhook-
ums, of carrying on their trade by means
of their own duftuck, free from all du-
ties, taxes and impofitions, in all parts
of the country, excepting the article of
falt, on which, according to a refolution
already taken, weagree to pay a duty of
two and a half per cenz. on the Rowana
or Hoogly market price.

TuirDLY, That he do grant to the
Company, the exclufive right of purcha-
fing the falt-petre of the province of
Poorneea ; that he do alfo grant to them,
for the fpace of five years, the fole pri-
vilege of making chunam, in the pro-
vince of Silhett ; half whereof fhall be
delivered to the fougedarthere, fortheNa-
bob’s ufe, at the rate which the prime
coft and charges may amount to.

FourTHLY, That the troops of the
Englith army fhall always be ready to
be employed in the fervice of the Na-

Vou. III. Z bob,
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bob,. for the fupport of his government,
and the defence of his country ; the Na-
bob on his part fhall agree, ¢hat he
will maintain in his pay, no greater num-
ber of troops than booo horfe, and 12000
cffettive foot, for the proteGson of his
frontiers, and colle€uon of his revenues.

Fir1ury, That wherever he fhall
think proper to fix his court, he fhall
agree to a body of our forces being al-
ways cantoned near his perfon, for the
fecurity thercof, and proteQion of his
government ; and that a Company’s fer-
vant fhall refide at his court, teo tran["a&
any aflairs between the Company and the
government.

SixTury, That the late perwannahs
iffued out by Cofiim Allee Cawn, grant-
ing to'all merchants the exemption of all
dutics for the fpace-of two years, thall be
reverfed and called ir, as they are detri-
mental to the revenues of the govern-
ment; and highly deffrutive of the im-
munities en_;dyad by 'the Conrpany from
theit Firmaun.

SEVBN rary, That the Nabob thail -

atC .. engagc
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engage to canfe the rupees coined in Cal-
cutta, to pafsin every refpet throughout
his government without any dedué&ion,
equally the fame with the rupces ftruck
in his own mint.

EreuTHiy, That he thall defray all
the expences and lofs accruing to the
Company from the war, and ftoppage of
their inveftment, and reimburie to all
private perfons, the amount of the au-
thenticated loffes, which they may fuf-
tain in their trade in the country.

NinTHLY, That for the former pur- -
pofe, he fhall give thirty lacks of rupees;
for the latter, ten lacks of rupees. .

TeNTHLY, Thatthe moftauthentic ac=
count of thefe lofles fhall be laid before
a committee of the Board ; and that all
fums of money, which may exceed the
lo..es fuftained by the Company and pri-
vate perfons, (hall be faithfully reftored
to the Nabob.

ErLeveNTHLY, That whatever trea-
fure or effe@s may be feized at Mon-
gheer or elfewhere, belonging to Coflim

Allee Cawn, the Nabob fhall be put in
‘ Z 2 pofiefiion
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pofleflion of, to enable him to make
good the ftipulations in the nintlrarticle.
TwerLFTHLY, That if we thould not
be {6 fortunate as to feize Coffirh Allee
Cawn’s treafure and effe@s, the Nabob
fhall aflign over the revenues of certain
landsformaking good the fums ftipulated.
THIRTEENTHLY, That the treaty en=
tcred into between the Nabob and the
Dutch, in the year 1760, to which we,
by the defire of both parties, figned as
guarantees, fhall, after his reftoration to
the government, be renewed ; and with
regard to the French, he fhall engage,
that when they come to re-eftablith
themfelves in Bengal, they fhall not be
permltted to build forts, or keep up any
forces, or hold any territories whatever,
exclufive of their trading fa&ories.™

I suarr add:what followed in the
words of the confultation.

¢ THE forcgomg arucles, the com-
mittee are of o‘plmon, may be ‘included
in'a public treaty' to ‘be ratified betWeen
us and the Na‘bqb 'Meer Mzhg medg

l.afl#
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Allee .Cawn Behader, and would fur-
ther recommend, that a method be fet-
tled with him for determining fuch dif~
putes in trade, as may arife between the
Englith agents and gomaftahs, in the
different parts of the country, and the
officers of the government.

AGREED, that major Adams, major
Carnac, and Mefl. Batfon and Cartier,
be appointed a deputation to wait on the
Nabob Meer Jaffier, to acquaint him
with our refolytion in his favor, and the
fubftance of thefe articles, and report his
anfwer to the_Board; and if he fhould
accept of the government, on the termsg
therein contained, to recommend to him
to ufe his intereft in gaining over fuch of
the country people, as may be attached to
his caufe, and particularly to appoint
proper officers for colle@®ing the reve-
nues of the provinces, which lie at hand
for us to take immediate pofieflion of.

The Brefident’s Minute. .

THE Preﬁdept on , this occa.ﬁon mi-

nues, ‘that having ajready ;k:clarcd he
not be a party to this or any other
Z 3 treaty,
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treaty, which might be made with the
country powers, he remained neuter to
the queftion, with refpect tothe propriety
of the articles propofed ; yet, as his opi-
nion has been afked upon them, he de-
clares, that he can fee no objeftion to
any of the articles, excepting the fecond,
which he has already given his opinion,
extends the privileges of our private
trade beyond the true intent and mean-
ing of our Firmaun, beyond what is
confiftent with the Englifth reputation in
the country, and with a good under-
ftanding with the Nabob; and this with-
out any benefit to the Company. Fur-
ther, that he does not at prefent recol-
le& any thing to be added to the articles,
whichismaterial to theCompany’sfervice.

MR. HasTINGs’s opinion being like-
wife required on the articles, he deliver-
ed it in writing as follows.

Mr. Haftings’s Minute.

I pEcLARE my diffent from the trea-
ty propofed to Meer Jaffier, and think,
that if his reftoration to his juft rights
be the point aimed at in it, there is a

mani-
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manifeft injuftice and inconfiftency, in
exacting his compliance with new terms,
nat mentioned in the original agreement
with him ; notwithftanding, as my opi-
nion; upon the feveral articles now before
the Board is reqnired, I fhall freely give
it, but as a neutral member only, for
the good of the Company, whofe in-
terefts may be eflentially affccted by them.

FirsT, I agree materially with the
firft article, but think, that the lands
fhould be fully made over to the Com-
pany by treaty, and not by jagheeree
funnuds; the firft conveying a certain
property, and the latter leaving them
{till dependent.

SeconpLY, 1 difapprove of the fe-
cond article for the reafons given by the
Prefident.

Tuirpry, I think the monopely of
the Poornea falt-petre, an acquifition ve -
ry trifling for the Company, and likely
to diftrefs the Nabob greatly, by depri-
ving him entirely of one of the principal
meceflaries of life.

FovrTHLY and Fifthly, To make the

Z3 “Nibub
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Nabeb an ufeful ally, and nota meer
iaftrument in the hands of the Campany;
far the exercife of their own power, it is
my opinion, that a larger body of horfe
might be maintained by him, than the
number to which it is propofed to limiit
him, tho’ that may ferve when he is at
peace, and in no apprehenfion from an
enemy ; but that the foot (an ufelefs and
expenfive rabble) be entirely excluded
from his army, and only a few kept up
to be employed in the colle&ion of his
revenucs, where only they can be of
lervice,

For the real purpofes.of war, he can
necd no other infantry than ours ; and
bis own army, confifting only of horfe,
dnd wnincumbered by the diferderly
crowd of Peons and Burgundafifes, with
their baggage and train following them,
will be more under the command of their
leader, and may act with greater advan-
tage in conjunction with our forces.

. SixTHLY, The’ I oppofed the demand
made on the prefent Nabob, te.reverfe
the Hccree pafied by him for a free trade,

as



Tranfoltions in BENGAL. 348

as an encroachment on his rights, and a
breach of our own treaty ; yet, I think
it may with propriety be made an arti-
cle in the new treaty, tho’ the firi&t ex-
ecution of fuch an order, muft of necef-
fity be left t¢ the Nabob’s own pleafure.

SEVENTHLY, I judge the Nabob’s or-
der infufficient to enforce the currency
of the Calcutta ficcas ; but it may with
propriety be infifted on, as it may ferve
as a juft pretence for regulating the coin
of the country in general, when ever the
Board may have leifure, in conjunétion
with the Nabob, to refume the fubjett;
and upon this, my opinion in few avords
is, that the only effeGual regulation to
anfwer equally the purpofes of commerce
and the revenues, would be to firike off
the batta entirely, on all rupees of the
Bengal ftandard, and abolifh the perni-
cious cuftom of lowering the value.of
rupees every year.

THE other articles appear to me very
proper, nor do any other occur tg me,
that ought to be added to them. -

- Tuz
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Tue gentlemen now withdrawing
from the Baard ta wait on the Nabob;

. AGREED, that we adjourn till the

evening.”

«« A a Confultation of the Evening of
July 6, 1764.
PrBsENT

‘TheHon. Hen. Vanfittart, E{q; Prefident.

"Fhomas Adams, E{q;
John Carnac, Efq;
William Billers, Efqg;
John Cartier, Efgs
Warren Haftings, Efqg;
Randalph Marriott, Efq;
Hugh Watts, Ef{q;

THE gentlemen, who waited as depu-
ties on the Nabob, report to the Board,
that they made known to him the refo-~
lution of Couacil in his favor, and endea-
vored to give him a general knowledge of
the asticles which it is thought requifite
he fhould agree to, as alfo of the other
circumftances which were recommend-
ed by the Board. Ta the whole, he in
general terms replied, that he affented to
refume the government; but that before

he would determine on particulars, or
enter
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enter upon bufinefs, he defired to have
delivered to him a copy of the articles in.
the Perfian language, and that we would
comply with the two following requefts.
Firft, To fecure the perfon of Coja Pe-
trus, and have him taken up with the
army, as he may be made the means of
carrying on a correfpondence with his
brother. Secondly, To permit him to
take into his {fervice Nundcoomar, as his
muttafeddee, toaffift-hinxin commencing
and carrying on the bufinefs.

It being neceflary therefore, that the
Board fhould determine immediately on
thefe requefts, for the benefit of forward-
ing the bufinefs with the Nabob, their
opinions, with regard to Nundcoomar,
were firft collected as follows.

The Prefident’s Opinion.

WitH refpe& to the appointment of
Nundcoomar for the Nabob’s muttafed-
dee, the Prefident defires his opimion may
be minuted, that from the knowledge he
has had of Nundcoomar fince he came to
Bengal, he thinks him a dangerous man,
and not fit to be trufted; but that he

. ‘ does
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foes not thmk it is in his power ta dif-

fen‘}: from, the Nabob’s takmg whom he

pleafes, or indeed, that it is neceffary, as

he will * not be a party in the treaty.
Mr. Watts’s Opinion.

"®MR.WaTTs has no obje&tions to the
Nabob’s appointing Nundcoomar to be
his muttafeddee.

Myr. Marriott’s Opinion.

MR. MarrioTT is of opinion with
the Prefident, that Nundcoomar is not
a man fit to be trufted, but that if the
Nabob infifts upon it, he muft be allowed
to appoint him. That he looks ppon
Roydoolub in many refpe&s, as a more
propér perfon, if thro’ the perfuafion of

"é\) gcnglcmen in the deputation, the

i ob could be prevailed upon to ap-
point him.

My. Hafhngs s Qpinion.

MR. HasTings is of th,c fame opi-
rioh ‘With" the Preﬁdcnt, m rcgard to

e Nund-
iW 1% §s t0 bee obfetved, 'that this déclaration was

mades the! 6k L of JolyiMy refclution: to fipn the
praqrodings Mtich bicar Jaffler, was riat tilltha 8th,
"lﬂﬁ A the courfe of this narrative, it 1s firft men-

tioned, page 333-
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Nundcoomar’s chara&er, but leaves it
to the other gentlemen to' take what
meafures they pleafe, for the fecunty of
the future eftablifhment.

Mpr. Cartier's Opznim.
MR. CARTIER is of Mr. Watt’s o-
pinion.
Mr. Billers’s Opinion.
MR. BirLrLers is of Mr. Marriott’s
opinion.
Major Carnac’s Opinion. .
Major CARNAC is of opinion, thdt
Roydoolub would be a more proper perx
fon, as having more influence in the
country ; and therefore thinks the gen-
tlemen in the deputation fhould men-
tion him to the Nabob; but as hea
prehends he (the Nabob) will ftill mfd.
upon appointing Nundcoomar, that he
cannot be refufed him.

Major Adams’s Opinion.
MAajor Apams has- no knowlcdgg
himfelf of the intrigues of Nundcoomar,
but from his general charadter, given
him by gentlemnen wha know.hinbetter,
he ehmks, nf the Nubiob trould dtfpenhf;
‘oo bove M3 TVSL AL ‘v
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with him, #t would be more preper;

yet, if the necceflity of the times may

make his fervices requifite to the Nabob,

and he infifts on appointing him, he

thinks that we cannot refufe.

Sum of the Opiswions ard Refolutisns in
Confequence.

IT being thus refolved, that if the
Nabob fhould be ftill defirous of ap-
pointing Nundcoomar his muttafeddee,
it fhall be admitted him.

AcreED, that Nondcoomar be in
fuch cafe releafed from his confinement*.

NExT, in refpe& to the Nabeb’s re-
quett, regarding Petrus.

The Prefident’s Opinion.

Tuz Prefident is of opinion it may be
complied with, fo far as to fend him up
with the army, but that he fhould be
under no reftraint ; becaufe he thinks the
appearance of Petrus’s being tmployed
by us, would be a means of fowing a
jealoufy between the Nabob and Petrus’s

brother 3

* He was in confinement, for having forwarded
a corrdipondence between the Shahzada and dee
Governor of Pondicherry during the French war.
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brother ; and, on the contrary, appre-
hends that confinement, or any other fe-
verity exercifed towards Petrus, from
being reported to the Nabob with exag-
gerations, as is always the cafe, might
be the caufe of a worfe treatment to our
gentlemen, whoare inthe Nabob’s hands.
He thinks further, that Petrus, before
he goes, fhould take the oath of allegi-
ance to the King of Great Britain, and
an oath of fidclity to the Company, in
order to fubje& him more regularly to
our laws, in cafe of his failing in his du-
ty. That we fhall have in our hands all
the fecurity, which it isin a man’s pow=~
er to give ; namely, his wife and fami-
ly, and houfes and effets, to a great a-
mount ; and if he fhould refolve to for-
feit all thefe, and perjure himfelf, leav-
ing the army, and going over to the Na-
-bob, the Prefident laftly thinks, that
it is not in his power to do us any pre-
judice ; and therefore that by this imnethod
of treating him good may come, but
no harm.
MessiEurs Watts, Marriott, Haf-
- tings,



352 A NARRATIVE of tbe

ings, Cartier and Billers, are of the fame
opinion.
Magjor Carnac’s Opinion.

Major CARNAcC is very indifferent
whether Petrus go with the army, or
remain in Calcutta; but thinks in cither
cafe, as he is of fo near a relation, as
that of a brother to the perfon, who has
the chief dire&ion of the Nabob’s af-
fairs, and therefore juftly to be fufpect-
ed of being a well-wither to him, hisper-
fon ought to be fecured, to prevent his
giving any intclligence of our prepara-
tions ; and, moreover, the major believes
his detention may be ameans of engaging
Coja Gregory to ufe his influence with
his mafter, for the prefervation of our
gentlemen now in his power, for fear
we fhould retaliate upon his brother. He
does not think any fecurity can be given
by Petrus, fufficient to juftify us in giv-
ing him his liberty. As to his family,
tho’ left with us, he is convinced we will
not hurt them; and with regard to what-
ever effe@ts he may have at Calcutta, the
Nabob can more than compenfate him
gor the lofs of them. Major
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Major Adams’s Opinion.
Major Apawnms thinks Pctrus thould
go with the army, but that he fhould
be put under proper reftraint.

Refolution of the Board.

It is therefore refolved, that Coja
Petrus fhall be fent with the army, and
that he fhall be under no reftraint; but
that major Adams be dire€ted to keep
fuch an eye over his a&tions, and make
fuch ufe of him, as he fhall judge necef~
fary for the good of the fervice.”

THE arguments produced in the courfe
of. this debate, will tfhew how far the
public fervice was concerned in Nund-
coomar’s advancement, and Petrus’s dif-
grace. To me the propofal evidently
appeared, as it probably will to the
world, only as the firft difplay of the tri-
umph of an unrelenting fa&ion. I have
already taken notice, in the courfe of
this narrative, of the prejudices which
were raifed againft Coja Petrus, and his
brother Goorgheen Cawn, from the fa-
vors fhewn by the Nabob to the latter,

Vour. III, Aa wha
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who was in his fervice, and derived from
him to Coja Petrus.

MAanNyY attempts had been made to
render Petrus obnoxious to our govern-
ment ; and he had probably fuffered the
greateft difgraces, if not worfe confe-
quences, had I not prote¢ted him, know-
ing the afperfions thrown upon him to
be utterly groundlefs, and the pafiionate
inve&tives againft Armenianinfolence and
authority, meer artifices to keep alive
the flame of party. Tho’I was perfuad-
ed, in my own mind, that it was the
fame {pirit which dictated to the Nabob
Meer Jafhier the propofal, yet as it was
urged with the pretence of prometing
the public fervice, I confented to it, with
the exception to his being kept a prifo-
ner, and the majority of the members
came into the fame opinion.

As to Nundcoomar, he had hitherto
made himfelf remarkable for nothing but
a feditious and treacherous difpofition,
which had led him to perpetrate the
moft atrocious acts againft our govern-
ment, having been dete&ted and convic-

ted
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ted by-the voice of the whole Board," in
encouraging and affifting our enemies in
their defigns againft Bengal ; taking the
oppartunity of the indulgence granted
him, of living in Calcutta, under the
Company’s prote&ion, to make himfelf
the channel for carrying on a correfpon-
dence between the Goverpor of Pondi-
cherry, and the Shahzada then at war
with us. During the fubahthip of Jaffier
Allee Cawn, he had diftinguithed him-
felf by fomenting quarrels between him
and the Prefidency. Aftcr the promo-
tion of Coflim Allee Cawn, he became
as a&tive, but with greater fuccefs, in in-
venting plots, and raifingjealoufiesagainft
him. This gave him an afcendency over
fome of the members of the Board, and
made him a party objet; by which, and
an unparallelled perfeverance, he was
cnabled to fet the wheole community in
a flame. Such was the man whom the
Nabob chofe for the adminiftration of
his affairs, and whofe exaltation to this
rank, he made a condition of his accep-
tance of the fubahfthip.

‘ Aa 2 THE
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THE articles of the treaty having becn
fent to the Nabob, were returned with
the following alterations, which were a-

greed to by the Board, for the reafons an-
nexed.

The Nabob’s Objettions to the Articles.

¢« In article 2d, he obje&ts to the
words, ¢ that the three provinces fhall
‘¢ be invefted in the Company for ever,”
alledging, that in fat it is not material
to the Company; as any future Nabob,
who was inclined and able to difpute the
Company’s pofieffions, might infift it was
a ceflion which he had no right to make;
and that the fame might be objeéted to
his prejudice by the King, if he comes
to be eftablifhed at Delly ; and therefore
defires the article may run as formerly,
for defraying the expences of the Englith
army.

In article 4th, he defires he may
have half the produce of the Poorncca
falt-pcetre, for the ufe of his own Sircar.

In article 6th, he increafes the num-
ber of his forces to 12,000 horfe, and
12,c00 foot, on account of the addition

of
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©of territory, by the redu&ion of Boud-
gepoor and Betteea countries ; and adds,
that in cafe of troubles, he may takc
more into his fervice, with the confent
of the Governor and Council.

In article 7th, he refufes to flipulate,
that a body of Englifth troops fhould al-
ways attend him, alledging, that it im-
plied a fufpicion of his friendfhip, and
good intentions towards us, would be
cxtremely prejudicial to his, as well as
our bufinefs; and therefore infifted, that
it thould ftand, that fuch a number of
troops as he, at any time fhould decfire,
thould be fent to attend him.”

Tnur fame, with his reafons affigned,
were maturely confidered and debated on.

Refolution of the Board.

<< THE Board are unanimoufly of opi-
nion, that they fthould be agreed to, be-
caufe they think the threc firft altera-
tions which the Nabob has made, for the
reafons given, are very juft ; and that the
other being an alteration which he pofi-
tively refufed to reverfe, it is thought
better not to infift upon it, for fear of
giving him diftruft; efpecially, as the
Aa 3 prefent
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prefent fituation of affairs (which ren-
ders the Nabob’s prefence at the city, as
foon as poffible, abfolutely neceffary)
will not admit of time being wafted in
difcuffing them further.

On the 11th, the treaty was conclu-
ded, and interchanged with the Nabob
Jafier Allece Cawn, who, at the fame
time, prefented a paper of demands, to be
engaged to on the part of the Company,
and it was fubfcribed to accordingly.
'The following are copies of both.”

Articles of a Treaty and Agreement, con-
cluded betaween the Governor and Coun-
ci/ of Fort William, on the Part of
the Englifh Eaft India Company; and
zhe Nabob Shujaa-ool-moolk Hiffam o
Dowla Mcer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn
Bechader Mohabut Jung.

On the Part of the Company.
ol W E engage to reinftate the Nabob
Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn
Behader, in the Subahdarree of the pro-
vinces of Bengal, Bahar and Oriffa, by

the depofal of Meer Mahomed Coffim
Cawn;
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Cawn ; and the effe&ts, treafure, jewels,
&c. belonging to Meer Mahomed Cof-
fim Cawn, which fhall fall into our
hands, fhall-be delivered up to the Na-
bob afore-named.

On the Part of the Nabob.

FirsT, The treaty which I formerly
concluded with the Company, upon my
acceffion to the Nizamut, engaging to
regard the honor and reputation of the
Company, their Governor and Council as
myown,granting perwannahs forthe cur-
rency of the Company’s trade, the fame
treaty I now confirm and ratify.

SEconpLY, I do grant and confirm
to the Company, for defraying the ex-
pences of their troops, the chucklas of
Burdwan, Midnapoor and Chittagong,
which were before ceded for the fame
purpofe.

TuirDLY, I do ratify and confirm to
the Englith, the privilege granted them
by their firmaun, and feveral hufbul-
hookums, of carrying on their trade by
means of their own duftucks, free from
all duties, taxes and impofitions, in all

Aag parts
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parts of the country, excepting the ar-
ticle of falt, on which a duty of two and
a half per cent. is to be levied on the
Rowana or Hoogly market price.

FourTHLY, I give to the Company
half the falt-petre, which is produced
in the country of Poorneea, which their
gomaftahs fhall fend to Calcutta; the
other half fhall be colle&ed by my fou-
gedar, for the ufe of my offices; and I
will fuffer no other perfon to make pur-
chafes of this article in that country.

FirrHLY, In the chucla of Silhet for
the fpace of five years, commencing with
the Bengal year 1170, my fougedar, and
the Company’s gomaftah, fhall jointly
prcparc Chunam, of which each fhall
defray half the expences; and half the
Chunam fo made, thall be given to the
Company, and the other half fhall be for
my ufe.

SixruHLy, I will maintain twelve
thoufand horfe, and twelve thoufand foot
in the three provinces; and if there
thould be occafion for more, the num-
ber fhall be increafed proportionably to
y the
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the emergency. Befides thefe, the force
of the Englith Company fhall always at-
tend me when they are wanted.

SEveNTHLY, Wherever I fhall fix my
court, either at Moorfhedabad or elfe~
where, I will advife the Governor and
Council ; and whatever number of Eng-
lith forces I may have occafion for, in the
management of my affairs, I will de-
mand them, and they fthall be allowed
me; and an Englifh gentleman fhall re-
fide with me, to tranfad& all affairs be-
tween me and the Company; and a per-
fon fhall alfo refide on my part at Cal-
cutta, to negotiate with the Governor
and Council.

ErcuTHLY, The late perwannah iffued
by Coflim Allee Cawn, granting to all
merchants the exemption of all duties, for
the fpace of two years, fhall be reverfed
. and called in, and the duties colle&ed as
before.

NinTHLY, I will caufe the rupees,
coined in Calcutta, to pafs in every ref-
pect equal to the ficcasof Moorfhedabad,
without any deduction of batta; and

whotoever
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whofoever fhall demand batta fhall be
punithed.

TeNTHLY, I will give thirty lacks of
rupees to defray all the expences and lofs
accruing to the Company, from the war
and ftoppage of their inveftment ; and I
will reimburfe to all private perfons the
amount of fuch loffes, proved before the
Governor and Council, as they may fuf-
tain in their trade in the country; if I
fhould not be able to difcharge this in
ready money, I will give aflignments of
land for the amount.

ErLeveEnTHLY, I will confirm and re-
new the treaty which I formerly made
with the Dutch.

TweLFTHLY,If the French come into
the country, I will not allow them to
erect any fortifications, maintain forces,
or hold lands, zemindarrees, &c. but they
fhall pay tribute, and carry on their
trade as in former times.

THIRTEENTHLY, Some regulations
fhall be hereafter fettled between us, for
deciding all difputes which may arife

between thc Englith agents and gomaf~
tahs
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tahs in the different parts of the country,
and my officets.

IN teftimony whereof, we the faid
Governorand Council havefet our hands,
and affixed the feal of the Company to
one part hereof ;s and the Nabob afore-
named, hath fet his hand and feal to a-
nother part hereof ; which were mutu-
ally done, and interchanged at Fort Wil-
liam, the 1oth day of July, 1764.

(Signed) Henry Vanfittart,
John Carnac,
William Billers,
John Cartier,
Warren Haftings,
Randolph Marriott,
Hugh Watts.”

Demands made on the Part of the Nabob
Mcer‘Mahomed Jaffier Cawn, fo the
.. Governor and Council, at the Time of
Sogning the Treaty.
b FIRST, I formerly acquainted the
Company with the particulars of
my own affairs, and received from them
repeated letters of encouragement with
prefents.
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prefents. I now make this requeft, that
you will write in a proper manner to the
Company, and alfo to the King of Eng-
land, the particulars of our friendfthipand
union ; and procure for me writings of
encouragement, that mymind may be af-
fured from that quarter, that no breach
may ever happen between me and the
Englith; and that every Governor and
Counfellor, and Chief, who are here,
or may hereafter come, may be well dif-
pofed and attached to me.

SEcoNDLY, Since all the Englifh gen-
tlemen, affured of my friendly difpofi-
tion to the Company, confirm me in the
Nizamut; I requefi, that to whateverI
may at any time write, they will give
their credit and aflfent, nor regard the
itories of defigning men to my prejudice,
that all my affairs may go on with fuc-
cefs, and no occafion may arife for jea-
loufy or ill-will between us.

TmRrDLY, Let noprotetion be giien,
by any of the Englith gentlemen, to any
of my dependents, who may fly for thel-
ter to Calcutta, or other of your diftriéts;

but
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but let them be delivered up to me on
demand. I fhall ftrily enjoin all my
fougedars and aumils on all accounts, to
afford affiftance and countenance to fuch
of the gomaftahs of the Company, asat-
tend to the lawful trade of their facto-
ries; and if any of the faid gomaftahs
fhall a& otherwife, let them be checked
in fuch a manner, as may be an example
to others.

FourTHLY, From the neighborhood
of Calcutta to Hoogly, and many of the
perganahs bordering upon each other,
it happens, that on complaints being
made, pcople go againft the taalookdars,
reiats, and tenants of my towns, to the
prejudice of the bufinefs of the Sircar;
wherefore, let ftri¢t orders be given, that
no peons be fent from Calcutta on the
complaint of any one, upon my taalook-
‘dars or tenants; but on fuch occafions,
let applicationbe made tome, or theNaib
of the fougedarree of Hoogly, that the
country may be {ubject to no lofs or de-
vaftation. And if any of the merchants
and traders which belonged to the bux-

bunder
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bunder and azimgunge, and have fettled
in Calcutta, fhould be defirous of re-
turning to Hoogly, and carrying on their
bufinefs there as formerly, let no one
moleft them. Chandernagore, and the
French fa&ory, was prefended to me by
colonel Clive, and given by me in charge
to Ameer Beg Cawn. For this reafon,
Iet ftrict orders be given, that no Englith
gentlemen exercife any authority therein,
but that it remain as formerly, under the
jurifdi&ion of my people.

FirrarLy, Whenever I may demand
any forces from the Governor and Coun-
cil for my afiiftance, let them be imme-
diately fent to me, and no demand made
on me for their expences.

Tur demands of the Nabob Shujaa-
ool Moolk Hiflam, o Dowla Meer
Mahomed Jaffier Cawn Behader
Mohabut Jung, written in five arti=
cles. We the Prefident and Coun-
cil of the Englifh Company do a-
gree, and fet our hands to, in Fort
William, the 1oth of July, 1763.”

* Signed, &c.

IHHaving
* Majors Adams and Carnac abte.t.
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HAving related all the material tran{-
a&ions with Meer Coflim, from his ad-
vancement to the fubahthip, till the pe-
riod in which he was no longer regard-
ed by us as the governor of thefe pro-
vinces, I fhall refer the reader to the
accounts already publithed of the opera-
tions of the war, which are foreign to
the purpofe of this work. It will fuf-
fice here to fay, that by the fuperior cou-
rage and difcipline of our troops, and
the admirable conduct and afivity of
major Adams their commander, the war
was brought to a conclufion, by the ex-
pulfion of Mecer Coffim beyond the Ca-
ramnafla, in about five months from its
commencement, with little lofs, befides
that of the unhappy prifoners who fell
into Mecer Coflim’s hands at the begin-
ning of the troubles, and were put to
death at Patna by his orders, on the
gth of O&ober. With fome particulars
of that dreadful cataftrophe, I thall con-
clude this narrative.

Tue firft intimation of fuch a defign,
we received in a letter from Meer Coflim
te.major Adams, a few days after the at-

tack
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tack of the entrenchments at Oodwa
Nullah ; the following is an exact tranf-
lation of it.

Tranflation of a Letter from Coflim Allec
Cawn fo Magjor Adams. Dated Sep-

tember g, 1763.

< HAT for thefe three months
you have been laying wafte the

King’s country with your forces, what
authority have you ? If you are in pof-
feflion of any royal Sunnud for my dif-
miffion, you ought to fend me cither the
original, or a copy of it, that having
feen it, and fthewn it to my army, I may
quit this country, and rcpair to the pre-
fence of his Majefty. Altho’ I have in
no refpect intended any breach of pub-
lic faith, yet Mr. Ellis, 1cgurding not
treaties or engagements, in violation of
public faith, procceded againft me with
treachery and night-aflfaults. All my
people then believed that no peace or
terms now remained with the Englith,
and that, wherever they could be found,
it was their duty to kill them. With
this
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this opinion it was, that the aumils of
Moorfhedabad killed Mr. Amyatt, but
it was by no means agreeable to me, that
that gentleman fhould be killed. On
this account I write ; if you are refolved
on your own authority to proceed in this
bufinefs, know for a certainty, that I
will cut off the heads of Mr. Ellis and
the reft of your chiefs, and fend them
to you.

- ExurT not upon the fuccefs which
you have gained merely by treachery
and night-affaults, in two or three places,
over a few jemmatdars fent by me. By
the will of God, you fhall fee in what
manner this fhall be revenged and re-
taliated.”

THE threats contained in this letter,
did not give me any great apprehenfion
at the time, as it was a natural and ob-
vious policy in the Nabob, to make ufe
of the advantage which he had in his
hands, to intimidate us to a compliance
with his terms; and to execute thofe
threats, would be to deprive himfelf of

Vor. III. Bb that
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that advantage, without any equivalent
gained for it. As Meer Coffim had ne-
ver fhewn any marks of a cruel difpofi-
tion, there could be no fufficient reafon
to fufpe&t him of a defign, to make a
wanton facrifice of fo many lives to his
revenge, much lefs to involve thofe in
the fame fate, who could in no refpect
be regarded by him as objects of his re-
fecntment.

IT was, however, in his power to ex-
ecute the worft of what he threatened ;
and the moift proper argument to die
vert him from fuch a refolution, I judged,
was to {¢t before his eyes the horror, as
well as inntility of the act, and the guilt
and infamy which would attend it. This
I did in the following letter, which I

wrote to him upon this occafion, with
the advice and confent of the Council.

Cepy



Tranfaclions in BENGAL. 371

Copy of a Letter from the Goveruor to
Coflim Allee Cawn. Duated Septem-
ber 17, 1763.

‘« ¥ HAvVE received from major Adamis

the copy of your lctter to him,
dated the laft of Seffer. Mr. Amyatt and
Mr. Hay were fent to you as ambaffadors,
a title facred among all nations; yet, in
violation of that title, you caufed Mr.
Amyatt to be attacked and killed on his
return, after having given him your pafi-
ports; and Mr.Ilay you unjuftly keptasa
prifoner with you. You furrounded and
attacked our factory at Coflimbuzar, and
carried away our gentlemen from thence
prifoners, in a moft difgraceful manner
to Mongheer, altho’ they had no con-
cern in the war, nor refifted your people.
In like manner, in all other parts you at-
tacked the Englifhagentswho were carry-
ingontheirtrade quictly; fomeyoukilled,
and fome were carried away prifoncrs,
and their effe&ts were every where plun-
dered. After thefe proccedings, do you
afk for what reafon major Adams was
fent with an army ? You know the laws

Bb 2 of
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of God and man ; as you bhad declared
you would turn the Englith out of the
country, and had proceeded as far as you
could towards it, it became rreceflary for
us to take meafures for our own defence,
and for the care of our own reputation.
Thanks be to God, that fuccefs has at-
tended our army thus far, and they will
continuc their march in the fume manner
as far as the Caramnaffa, that the coun-
try may be freed from difturbances, and
the inhabitants relieved from the horrors
of war ; and altho’ we are fhocked, as
muit all people of all religions and all
nations, at the revenge which you threat-
en to take upon the lives of our chiefs,
who have been unfortunately and unjuft-
ly taken prifoners by you ; yet, the ho-
nor of our'nation, and the intereits of
the Company, will not be facrificed to
this confideration, nor the operations
of our army ftopped. To put priféners
of war to death, is an a&t which will ap-
pear thocking and unlawful, not only to
Chriftians and Muflulmen, but to the

moft barbarous Pagans ; fuch fentiments
are

’
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are no where to be met with, but among
the beafts of the foreft. After the battle
of Oodwa Nulla,aboveathoufandof your
officers and men were prifoners in the
hands of Major Adams, who releafed
them without hurt or injury. Refle&
on this, and on your own chara&er, both
in this world and the next; and remem-
ber alfo, that if you had followed my

advice, this war would not have hap-
pened.”

IN the mean time, major Adams judg-
ing the moft effs€tual method would be
to act upon the Nabob’s fears, had al-
ready returned an anfwer to his letter, in
the following terms.

Copy of a Letter from Major Adams fo
Coffim Allee Cawn.

ce I RECEIVED your letter, and under+
ftand the contents. The Englith
having always had in view the articles of
the treaty, endeavored by pacific mea-
fures to reconcile all differenceswithyou,
till the perfidious maffacre of Mr. Amy-
Bb 3 att
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att compelled them, contrary to their
inclinations, to declare war againft
vou. You fay, it was not your intention
to murder Mr. Amyatt, why then did
you not punith the aggrefiors with the
utmoft feverity ? There are three months
elapfcd and nothing done. We have
now, by the affiftance of Providence,
brought your affairs to a very low ebb.
It is true, you have Mr. Ellis, and many
other gentlemen in your power ; if a hair
of their heads is hurt, you can have no
title to mercy from the Englifh, and you
may depend upon the utmoft fury of
their refentment, and that they will pur-
{fue you to the utmoft extremity of the
carth ; and fhould we unfortunatcly not
lay hold of you, the vengeance of the
Almighty cannot fail overtaking you, if
you perpetrate fo horrid an a&, as the
murderof the gentlemenin yourcuftody.”

ButT both threats and expoftulations
proved ineffeual; and our unhappy
countrymen, to the number of about fif-
ty Company’s fervants, civil and milita~

. TYs
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ry, and other gentlemen, and a hundred
private men, were facrificed to a bound-
lefs revenge.

MRr. FuLLARTON, the furgeon of the
Patna fa&toary, the only perfon who efca-
ped the wretched fate of the reft, faw
Meer Coflim immediately after the exe-
cution of this horrid tragedy; and it is
from him only, we can have a certain
account of the ftate of mind hec was in
at the time, a ftate little different from
madnefs, fince he could have a thought
of treating with us, after having wan-
tonly fhed the blood of fo many of our
countrymen ; this will be feen in the fol-
lowing extra& of aletter which Mr. Ful-
larton wrote to the Board on the {ubje&.

Extraét from Mpyr. Fullarton’s Letter to
the Board.

cc R. Ellis, with the reft of the
gentlemen, were inhumanly
butchered by Shimroo *, who came that
evening to the place with two companies
(he had the day before fent for all the
Bb 4 knives

* Sombre or Sumroo, a Frenchman in Meex
Coffim’s fervice. *
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knives and forks from the gentlemen) he
furrounded the houfe with his people,
and went into a little outer fquare, and
fent for Mefl. Ellis, Hay and Lufhing-
ton, and with them came fix other gen-
tlemen, who were all terribly mangled,
and cut to pieces, and theirbodies thrown
into a well in the fquare, and it filled
up; then the feepoys were fent into the
large fquare, and fired on the gentlemen
thcre, and ruthing upon them, cut them
into pieces, in the moft inhuman man-
ner, and they were thrown into another
large well, which was likewife filled up.

Tur 7th, the Nabob fent for me,
and told mec to get myfelf in readinefs to
go to Calcutta, for that though he had
been unlucky in the war (which he af-
ferted with great warmth, had not been
of his feeking, nor had he been the ag-
greflor, reproaching the Englith with
want of fidelity, and breach of treaty)
vet he faid, he had ftill hopes of ‘an ac-
commodation; heafked me whatIthought
of it, I told him, I made no doubt of
it. When fome of his people, who were

a prefent,
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prefent, mentioned the affair of Mr.
Amyatt’s death ; he declared, that he had
never given any orders for killing Mr.
Amyatt ; but after receiving advice of
Mr. Ellis’s having attacked Patna, he
had ordered all his fervants to take and
imprifon all the Englith in the provinces,
wherever they could find them ; he like-
wife added, that if a treaty was not fet
a foot, he would bring the King, the
Morattas, and Abdallas againft us, and
fo ruin our trade, &c. He had finithed
his letters, and ordered boats, and a
guard to condué&t me ; when, upon the
advice of fome of his people, he ftopped
me, and faid, there was no occafion for
me to go. After his fending for me at
firft, he ordered the feepoys, in whofe
charge I was, to go to their quarters, two
moguls, and twelve hircarras to attend
‘me, but to let me go about the city where
I pleafed. I then applied for liberty to
ftay at the Dutch factory, which was
granted. I applied to Mehdee Allee
Cawn, for his intereft in behalf of the
gentlemen in the Chelfton, who were

{feven
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{feven in number, and were not killed till
the 11th of October; but when he was pe-
titioned about them, he gave no anfwer ;
but ftill fent orders to Shimroo, to cut
them off. I likewife applied to Allee
Ibrahim Cawn,whointerceded for them ;
but he gave him no anfwer either, tho’
I was prefent when Ibrahim Cawn peti-
tioned for them.

THE 14th of O&ober, on the approach
of our army, Coffim Allee decamped
with his troops in great confufion, and
marched as far as Fulwarree, five cofs to
the weftward of the city. The hircarras
that were with me having no orders a-
boutme, Igave them fome money, which
made them pretty eafy.

THE 25th,after givingmoney toa jem-
matdar, that had the guard to the weft-
ward of the Dutch factory, by the river-
fide, I fet out in a {mall pulwar, and got'
fafe to the boats, under command of cap-
tain Wedderburn, that were lying op-
pofite to the city, on the other fide of
the river, and at 11 o’clock that night

arrived
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arrived at the army, under the command
of major Adams, lying at Jon{y.”

A_PPENDTIX.

General Obfervations upon the prece-
ding Events, with fome later Occur-
rences.

Remarks upon Meer Coffim’s Admini/-
tration ; bis Bebavior in the Courfe of
the Difputes with the Courcil, and after
the War broke out.—=—Qbfervations on
tbe Death of Mr. Amyatt.—The Ne-
ceffity and Propriety of the Affault of
Patna examined.—Reviewof Meer Cof-
fim’s Characlter and Condult at djfferent
Periods.—Proofs of the Intrigues car-
ried on againff Meer Coflim, ar tbe
Courts of the King, and Shuja Dowla,
- by Mr, Ellis, and Major Carnac.
Explanation of Mr. Vanfittart’s Con-
duct to the Nabob, and to the Party
which oppofed bim.— Reflections upon tbe
Nature of the inland Trade ; the Com-
plaints on that Subjelt, lately made by
Meer
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Meer Jaffier; and tbe Reftrictions a~
greed on in Confequence.—— Mr. Vanfit-
tart’s Reafons for prolonging bis Stay in
Bengal.—Conclufion.

HE reproach which Meer Coffim

has brought upon himfelf, by the
cruelty exercifed on the unhappy prifo~
ners at Patna, puts it in a manner
out of my power to do juftice to the
former part of his condu&, fince how
ftrictly foever he may have adhered to his
engagements with the Englifh, this will
always recur as an argument to vindicate
every injury done him before this period;
and the repeated violations of the treaty,
on our part, whil{t we were on terms of
friendfhip with him. However, as my
defign is not to become an advocate for
Meer Coflim, but to juftify my own con-
du&, in oppofition to that of the other
members .of the Council towards.him,
in which no incidents fince paft could
pofiibly have ferved as a motive ; I fhall
pracced: to.a fhort examination of:his
behavior, and that of the party which
oppofed
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oppofed him, from his firft advancement
to the fubahthip, to the breaking out of
the war; after which, I thall add fome
remarks upon my own, in the difficult
part which I had to a¢t between both.

Since the Nabob Meer Jaffier could
not bear an affiftant in his government,
upon the footing propofed to him, but
rather chofe to quitit, I thought it for-
tunate that the next right fell upon a man
fo well qualified as Meer Coflim was, for
reftoring ceconomy and good order to
the diftracted affairs of the country. In
this light he was reprefented to me by
all the gentlemen of the Sele&t Commit-
tee, upon my arrival in Bengal ; "2nd his
conduct from the beginning, till the war
broke out between us, fully anfwercd
this charatter.

He difcharged the Company’s debt,
‘and the heavy arrears of his army ; re-
trenched the expences of his court, which
had before confumed the income of his
predeceflors ;3 and fecured his own au-
thority over the country, by reducing
the

-
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the power of the zemindars, who were
before continual difturbers of the peace
‘of the province. All this I faw with
pleafure, well knowing, that the lefs need
he had of our affiftance, the lefs would
be the Company’s expences; and the
better able they would be to attend to
the care of their own pofleflions, at the
fame time that we might depend upon
him, as a fure and ufeful ally againft any
common enemy. I was convinced, that
whilft we did not encroach upon thc
Nabob’s rights, or difturb his govern-
ment, he would never with to quarrel
with us ; and, in effe&, fo cautious was
he of giving occafion for difpute, that
no one inftance can be produced of his
fending 2 man into any of the lands ce-
ded to us, or molefting us in a fingle arti-
cle of our commerce, till the contention
which he was drawn into by the ufurpa-
tions of our gomaftahs, and eur new
claims with refpect to our private trade;
and even to the breaking out of the war,
during the height of cur difputes, the
Company’s bufinefs, in-every part, went

on
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on without the leaft interruption, ex-
cepting oneor two aggravated complaints
of Mr. Ellis’s concerning the falt-petre
bufinefs.

How different was the condp& of
the gentlemen, who had formed them-
{elves into a party againft him ! From
the time of his advancement to the fu~
bahihip, fcarce a day paffed, but occa-
fion was taken from the moft trifling pre-
tencces, to trample upon his government,
to {eize his officers, and to infult them
with perfonal threats and invectives. I
need not point out inftances of this, they
will be feen in every page of this Narra-
tive; and any one of them would have
been, in the Nabob, pronounced a fuffi-
cient reafon by thofe very gentlemen for
declaring war againft him. Itis not to be
wondered at, if, irritated and tired out
with thefe continual attacks, he fhould
grow fufpicious of our friendthip, which
only tnanifefted itfclf in profeffions con-
tradicted daily by our ations; or that
his refentment fthould, upon fome occa-
fions, have urged him to retaliatc the

injuries
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injuries  which he received. Yet for a
long time he fubmitted to all his grie-
vances, contenting himfelf with remon-
ftrating againft them, in the hopes, that
it wogld be in my power, fome time or

other, to reftore him to his authority.
THE firft inftance of his ufing force to
repel the violences that were offered him,
was in the attack of the remainder of
the party at Mow, which had juft be-
fore feized and carried off one of his
principal officers. Such an indignity
offered before his eyes, and in the pre-
fence of his whole army, was fufficient
to provoke him to fome defperate a& ;
and an abfolute forbecarance muft have
rendered him contemptible to the laft
degree, in the eyes of his own peo-
ple. Yet after he had caufed the fee-
poys and the gomaftahs to be brought
before him, he even then gave a frefh
inftance of his defire to preferve a friend-
thip with us, by difmiffling them with-
out any further notice, than to reproach
the gomaftah for having drawn this un-
provoked infult upon him, altho’ his
own
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own officer was at this time clofe prifoner
at Patna.

THE great pains taken by Meer Cof-
fim, in his letter to major Adams, and
in the converfation which he had after-
wards with Mr. Fullarton, to 1B him-
felf from the charge of Mr. Amyatt’s
death, muft have ftruck the reader with
the appearance of great inconfiftency ;
in the firft, he threatens to put to death
all the Englith that were in his hands;
and at the time that he faw Mr.
Fullarton, this threat had a&ually been
carried into execution but two days be-
fore; yet with the confcioufnefs of hav.-
ing recently facrificed fo many lives, to
a deliberate and undiftinguifthing revenge,
he could appear unaffeCted with all that
had paffed, excepting the death of a fin-
gle perfon, which he labored to prove
the effe@ of the violence of his officers,
who had exceeded his orders. This un-
happy affair, even fuppofing him as cul-
pable as he appeared to be at the time
in which it was tranfacted, had many

circumftances to extenuate the guilt of it,
Vor. III. Cc when
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when put in compariibh with the laft
dreadful effe@ of his refentment. ’
"Fre fufpicion which he had from the
firft efitertained of Mr. Amy#tt’s depu-
tation ;. the date of that gentlémhan’s de-
parturg?rom Mongheet, compared with
that of the attack of Patna ;3 and the na-
tural conclufion which hecould not avoid
drawing frorr it, that Mr. Amyatt had
advifed it; might, in the fudden im-
pulfe of his futy, have hurried him to
revenge himifelf, ih this manmmer, on Mr.
Amyatt, for air altion which he put teo
the a¢count of a treachéry “on his pirt,
defigned to be ptit in exeeution, as f6oft
a3 he fhould be out of the MNabob'4
reach. Whether this was the caféd or
pot, # id plain, he looked upbn th¥
déath of Nr. Amyatt 49 the prineis
pal caufe, the proclainted metive of
out declaring war sgzinff him, 2nd- &
very thing that hed happtined afterivardy,
Bt ab 4 Juft and mavniral confequence of
thié war. Ina word, e thought it Atedy
lefs to juftify himfelf wpdn armp 6F the
blood that was {pilt after the war was
begun,
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beguns. and ftudied only to prove that
he did not begin it. .

TuAT we were the firft aggreflors,
by the affault of the city of Patna will
ngt be difputed. I will not take upon
me¢ to pronounce how far Mf. Ellis,
in taking this ill-fated ftep, or the
Board in suthorizing him to do it, were-
te blame; of this every onc will judge,
from the light in which it may different-
ly appear to him. My ownopinionis, that
Mz:. Ellis’s intention was, from the be-
ginning, to break with the Nabob ; and
that the difcretionary powers, which he
fo earneftly follicited, and fo paffionate-
ly complained of being with-held, were
wianted only as a fantion for executing
what he had already refolved on: of
this I repeatedly declared niy apprehens
fions; and, far that reafon, always re-
.fufed to give my confent to any ordets
that put it in the power of Mr. Ellis to
begin, the war, when he fhounld think
Proper ; and, in effe@, ne fooner was he
in.poficfion of fuch an authomy, than

2 Ccz - . +-he
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he immediately made the ufe of it whn:h
I had dreaded.

It will be argued by many, that the
war with the Nabob was unavoidable ;
and, therefore, that Mr. Ellis was 1n
the right to ftrike the firft blow, if, by
fo doing, he could fecure an advantage-s
for my own part, I do not think we were
at that time fo near to a rupture, but
that it was our power to have avoided it,
and upan our own terms, had we been
in earneft inclined to it.

MR. AMYATT’s negotiation had been
broke off, becaufe the Nobob faw, that
whatever conceffions he might make,
would be rendered of no effe@, by the
preparations which Mr. Ellis was mak-
ing to attack thecity of Patna, and would
appear only as proceeding from a confci-
oufnefs of hisown weaknefs; hetherefore
difmifled Mr. Amyatt, and as far as we
can learn, with al] the ufual .marks of
friendfhip and refpe@. No war was de-
clared by him, but the laft determina-
tion upon the fubjeét of our differences
left to the Governor and Council ; and

Mr.
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Mr. Hay temained with the Nabob as a
pledge, for the relcafc of fuch of his ofh-
cers as we had made prifoners.

d Taink, that had Mr. Ellis left the
Nabob any hope of an accommodation,
he would have confented to the terms
which were demanded of him, and fub-
mitted to all the inconveniencies they
would have laid him under, until juftice
could be done him by the Company.
‘This was certainly his intention, when
he took the trouble to write them fo full
a * remonftrance of his grievances; and
it feems to have been his difpofition fo
late as the 19th of June, as may be
judged from his letter 4-, and Mefl. Amy-
att and Hay’s { of that date, where it
appears that he releafed the arms, de-
fifted from his preliminary demands, and
confented to proceed in the negotiation.
. PossiLy the advices from Patna had
given him hopes, that Mr. Ellis might
refrain from hotftilities, till war or peace
fhould be concluded on between him and
Mr. Amyatt, or the Board. If fuch

Cc 3 was

""Page 185. + Page 300. T Page 299,
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was his expe&atxon, he was foon unde-

ceived by Mehdee Allee Cawn’s Tetter®,
which ipfarmed him that Mr. Ellis was
preparing to attack the city. He then
ordered the boats with arms again to be
flopped, but ftill confented that Mr.
Amyatt fhould take his leave, and tranf-
mit hiimn the final determination of the
Board from Calcutta.

Tuose who are fond of fearching for
refined and deep defigns in the moft na-
tural a&ions, may attribute thefe fre-
quent changes in the Nabob’s behavior,
to a policy formed to blind Mr. Amyatt
and gain time; which, however, will
not appear very probable, if we reflect,
that the whole of this tranfa&ion hap-
pened in the fhort fpace of two or three
days.

In this fituation Mr. Amyatt left the
Nabob; Mr. Ellis heard of it the even-
ing of the 24th of June, and the fame
night furprized and took the city.

LrT any impartial perfon now put
himfelf in the place of Meer Coffim, and

fay
* Page 309.
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{ay whether he could have regarded this
aflault on the city of Patna, in any otfier
light than as an 2& of treachery ; and the
firongeft argument, that all the pacific
declarations and proffered treaties, were
only artifices to make him a dupe to our
defigns, and the inftrument of his own
ruin.

ArTHO’ I have difclaimed the princi-
ple of attacking the Nabob firft, becaufe
itwas probable that hemightattack us(an
argument which would equally juffify
every act of enmity, to thofe whom we
have at any time injured;) yet, I will
fuppofe it allowable to feize fuch an ad-
vantage, if the fafety of our forces at
Patna abfolutely depended upon it. To
form a judgment of this neceflity, it will
be proper to confider the force which we
had at that time at Patna, compared
with that which major Adams had under
his command during the war.

TuEe former I have already * men-
tioned to confift of 220 European infan-

Ccgyg try,
* See the return, page 160. It is true, Mr.
Elis advifes that 200 feepoys had deferted fiom the

1t
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try, non-commiffioned and foldiers; 27
officers, 57 men of the artillery, and
2 500 feepoys, rank and file, befides offa-
cers, the moft part of the feepoys the
oldeft, and the beft difciplined of any in
the fcrvice.
- «;Major Apams had, before the bat-
tie of Gheerea, about 8oo Europeans, in-
cluding artillery and cavalry ; and about
2200 {cepoys, many of which were new
recruaits raifed in Calcutta and the neigh-
borhood.
Tue difproportion between the two
sbodies, will by no means appear fo great,
as that of the fervices which they were
to perform. Major Adams had to en-
:counter the Nabob's whole force, already
fluthed with fuccefs; whereas the detach-
ment at Patna (which was then generally
eftcemed, and confefiedly by Mr. Ellis
-himfelf, fuperior-to any force that the

Nabob
vaft 10 the sth of June; but as the beft accounts
fince colleéted of the force which attacked the city,
mukes the number of feepoys about 2300, it is pro-
~ badble the encouragment of batta, given them by
Mr. Ellis, as mentioned: in his letter of the 6th of

t June, prevented any further defertion.
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Nabob could fend againft it) had no-
thing to fear but from a part of the Na-
bob’s troops ; fince it is not likely, that
he would have left the whole province
of Bengal expofed to our army, to go
and attack them at Patna ; and as a proof
of this, it appears from Mr. Amyatt’s
letters before he left Mongheer, that
the Nabob had a&ually fent forces down
to Bengal.

NEITHER fuppofing it neceflary to at-
tack the city of Patna, would the place
have been made more defenfible by any
reinforcements that the Nabob might
have fent into it, fince their numbers
were fo great already (as Mr. Ellis re-
peatedly mentions in his letters) that
any added to them would but have in-
creafed their confufion; yet the city
was carried without the leaft difficulty;
and I believe it is fufficiently clear, that
it was not the want of numbers, but of
order, that occafioned our mifcarriage
afterwards.

MEeer CossiMm had not to this time
fthewn any inftance of a vicious, or a

violent
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violeat, difpofition ;-he could not be tax-
ed with: any aét of cruclty to his own
- fubjefts, aor treachery to us, He had
fenfe enough to know, that the Englith
friendfhip would be his greateft fecurity,
and to dread their power, if ever they
fhould come to be his enemies. As he
perceived fome of the Council were dif-
inclined to him, he was the more cau-
tious to avoid giving occafion of difpute;
and as long as he faw I could fupport
him againft any dire& infults, he fuf-
fered many affronts and encroachments
upon his goverament with forbearance ;
but when the difputes became more fe-
rious, and meafures were taken of fuch
2 nature, as made him judge we were
determined to break with him; fenfible
of the incrcafed power of his enemies,
and difappointed of the fupport which
he had been made to expe from the
Company, he found himfelf neceflitated
to aQ a different part, and at the fame
time that he endeavored to evade the im-
pending ftorm, to provide againft the ef-
fe@ts of it. This will eafily be feen in
‘the
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the change of his behavior after the fum-
moning of the general Council; and to
this caufe may be afcribed the too great
“dttention he latterly paid to thc com-
plaints of his officers, and his connivarxce
at their oppreffions; which; whilft his
complaints againft our own agents yet
temained unredrefled, he could not pu-
nifh, without expofing his own weak-
nefs, and forfeiting the attachment of the
moft ufeful of his fubje&s.

Tuus far his condu® may bear the
fevereft examination ; and as an argu-
ment that it was generally approved by
his own fubjetts, it is remarkable, that
when the war broke out between us, anl-
tho’ he wanted the courage to face his
cnemies in perfon, yet his foldiers fought
for him with a bravery and fidelity rare-
lyexperienced in the undifciplined troops
of Indoftan; nor did any one of his of-
ficers, in the moft diftant part of his do-
minions, revolt from his authority to join
us, till Patna was taken, and he was pre-
paring to fly the province. This muft
be attributed to their affeCion for him,

unlefs
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unlefs we rather chufe toplace it to the ac~-
count of their contempt for Meer Jaffier,
or their refeatment of our oppreflions.
As to the laft wretched act of Meer
Coffim’s government, altho’ it is farfrom
my defign, and from my nature, to at-
tempt to juftify his cruelty, yet it is eafy
to account for it. His forces had been
fucceflively worfted ; his country was
wrefted out of his hands ; all his hopes
of a reconciliation were for ever cut off
by our new engagements with Meer Jaf-
fier, and his re-appointment to the fu-
bahthip. He had no way to clude the
danger which prefled upon him, but to
fly for thelter into the dominions of the
Nabeb Shuja Dowla, where his laft re-
fource was in the cafual {fupport, which
theambitioys viewsof his protector, con-~
curring with his fafety, might for a few
days afford him = but hjis ruin he knew
to be irretricvable, and a violent death
the certain confequence of ill fuccefs
and Joft power., A dreadful reverfe of
fortune in a man, who, but a few months

before, faw himfelf mafter of the richeft
pro-



Tranfaltions in BENGAL. 399
province of Indoftan, and fo fecure from:

all appearance of danger at home, as
even to form the defign of encreafing
his dominions, by the conqueft of others!
FarLLeN as Meer Coffim was to this
ftate of defparation, it is no wonder that
his temper broke all his former reftraints,
and gave a loofe to that {pirit of revenge,
fo common among his countrymen, and"
inculcated by their religion and educa-
tion. In effect, the hoarded refentment of
all the injuries which he had fuftained in
continual exertion of patience, during the
three years of his government, from this )
time took entire poffeffion of his mind,
now rendered frantic by his natural ti-
midity, and the frightful profpe& be-
fore him; and drove from thence every,

other principle, till it had glutted itfelf
with the blood of all within his reach,

- who had either contributed to his mif-
fortunes, or by real or fancied con-
ne&ions with his enemies became ob-
noxious to his revenge. In a word, as the
influence of thofe who were the Nabob’s

. avowed



198 A NARRATIVE of #6F

avewed enemics amongft us, had encen-
raged the contention, whichat length. be-
cane univerfal againft bim § his refent-~
ment no longer limited itfelf to particu«
lars, but became national ; and the Eng-
lith in general, as well as their adherentsy
were the natural obje@s of it. Such
was the dreadful end of the meafures,
whicha violent party had profecuted with
immovesable perfeverance, from the be-
ginning of Meer Coffim’s government. 3
although I bad f{pared no pains to per-

fuade them, and all the world, of the
neceflity of the meafures which I ‘had

taken, and to reftore unanjmity to our
country, by which the tranquillity fo
happily cftablithed would have been
preferved, and thofe effe@s prevented,
which have fince fallen, with equal fe-
verity, upon ug alf ! i ’

Tux Nabob, in many of his letters,
complained of a correfpondence carried
on by Mr. Ellis, and major Carnac, with
Shuja Dowla ; and of a concerted defign,
to procure the King’s nomination of ano-

ther perfon to the fubahdarree. This
‘ certain-
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certainly was a fubje& of very great un-
cafinefs to the Nabob; but however af-
fured he might be of the reality of fuch
defigns, he could never produce fuffici-
ent proofs to fatisfy the Board of the
truth of them, as thofe gentlemen conw
ftantly denied the charge, affirming it
to have no other foundation, than in
his difaffeCtion to the Englifh, and his
readinefs to credit every idle report o
their difadvantage. It has fince appear
ed, that he had but too midch reafon
for thefe complaints, as will be feen in
the following exttacts of two letters,
which weére received from Shitabroy, ahd
Momtaz o Dowla, fitice the conclitfion
of the wat, whén thes inlght think there
was no’loriger any occé:ﬁon to concedl
their fervices, but rather chofe to nrike
a merit of them with botH pames, oW
united agdinft Meer Coflim.

Extraf®
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Extrait of a Letter from Rajah Shitabroy
to Major Adams.

“ YOU are acquainted with the at-
tachment I have long thewn to

the Englith gentlemen; accordingly, you
have feen with your own eyes the favors
beftowed on me by colonel Coote; and
you may remember, that he introduced
me to you at Gherettee. Moreover, you
muft have heard from colonel Coote, and
major Carnac, of my fervices in treating
with the King. Afterwards, when I re-
tired outof the Patna province, onaccount
of the enmity of Meer Mahomed Coflim,
I went to the Royal army, where I re-
mained eight months with the King, and
the Vizir; and then the Vizir fent me
along with Mharajah Benee Behader, who
is Naib of the provinces, and has aatho-
rity over all the affairs of the empire. As
I was always extremely defirous of ob-
taining the good will of the Englifh gen-
tlemen, I forwarded all the letters which,
Mr. Ellis and Mr. Luthington fent to
the Court, and treated for them in a pro-
per manner ; and accordingly it is uni-
ver{ally
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verfally reported, that all the bufinefs of
the Englith Chiefs at the Imperial
Court is carried on through Shitabroy.”

Extral? of a Letter from Momtaz o
Dowla Ferzund Cawn Buxy, 70 Ma-
jor Carnac. Recesved December 13,
1763.

¢ E ER COSSIM,notwithftand-

‘ ing the fmallnefs of his charge,
and the fhort duration of his govern-
ment, is yet greatly in debt to the Royal

Sircar ; his Majefty has long been dif-

pleafed with him. You feveral times

reprefented to the Royal prefence the

Behaviour of Meer Coffim, and your

earneft defire, nor was it unadvifeable

or difapproved ; and his Majefty’s incli~
nations and endeavours are now likewife
entirely fuitable.”

*° I Have been accufed by my enemies,
of efpoufing, too partially, the caufe of
the Nabob; and my friends have blam-
ed me as much for exercifing too great
lenity to the faGtion which oppofed me.
I think it neceflary to thew the princi-

Vor. 1II. Dd ples
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ples on which I guided myfelf towards
both,

Taxr Nabob was fcarcely advanced to
the fubahfhip, when the party formed
itfelf againft him; and as they made no
fecret of their fentiments, but rather
induftrioufly publithed them, he had go-
tice of it almoft as foon as it was form-
ed, and of the mecafures which were tak-
cn to fupport it, and overfet him.

HEe was told, that colonel Coote, ma-
jor Carnge, Mr. Amyatt, and Mr. El-
ks, had written againft him to the Com-
pany ; that they had fworn together to
citect the seftitution of Jaflier Allee Cawn;
and that Mr. Fullerton * had been dif-
patchcd to England, to afiift in the fame
defign. It was therefore my bufinefs to
<ndeavor, by every means, to convince
him of my friendfhip and refolution to
fupport him in all his juil rights ; and in
this I fo far fucceeded, as to gain his en-
tire confidence in my attachment to him,
and to preferve an influcnce over him,
as long as he faw, that I had it in my
:power to befricpd, him. In {upporting

him,
* Onc of the furgeons of Calcutta.
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him, I knew I fupported an eftablith-
ment, with which the interefts of the
Company were fo connefted, that they
could not be feparated without danger of
involving both in ruin; and I knew
alfo, that he never could raife his power
to an equality with ours, nor attempt to
fhake off his dependency on us, with the
leaft probability of fuccefs. Befides,
do any laws allow, that every ftronger
power may encroach upon the rights of
his weaker neighbor, for fear that, at
fome future time, he fhould become able
to difpute upon more equal terms? But
the fuppofition of fuch a defign, in the
Nabob, proceeded only from a confciouf-
nefs of having done him fuch injuries, as
might naturally move his refentment. In-
ftead, therefore, of adding ruin to former
"injuries, we ought to have defifted from
our encroachments, and by that eafy
and juft method, have confirmed the
friendfthip between us; a conduf the
more indifpenfable, as we were bound
to obferve it, by the ftrongeft ties of
public treaty.

Dd 2 To
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T o eftablith him, therefore, in the
full authority over his own people, and
allow him the juft rights of his govern-
ment, was to make him an ufeful ally in-
ftead of a burthen to us, which he muft
be without thefe, whilft, by thewing a
fteady zeal and attachment to his inte-
1¢fts, we fhould infure the fame attach-
ment in him to ours, and make him a
faithfal onc.

THis rule Ilaid down for my con-
duct ; and as far as it confifted with the
interefts of the Company to which it was
fubfervient, [ invariably purfued it, ex-
cepting where the violerce of faction
furced me into meafures, which I could
not prevent ; and even then I kept the
fame principle in view, and renewed it
when I could, with fafety to the caufe
which I was defending ; and I bave now
the confcious fatisfaGtion of refleCting,
that had the rcft of the gentlemen, at
the head of our affairs, conduc&ed them-
fclves by my example, we thould, to
this time, have enjoyed the acquifitions
derived to us from Meer Coffim’s ad-

vancement
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vahcement to the fubahthip, improved by
all the benefits that a fettled tranquillity,
and a flourithingcommerce, could add to
them ; and havehad every reafon to rejoice
in our friendfhip and connedtion with a
man, whom we now regard as a vaga-
bond, a murderer, and the worft of ty-
rants, rendered fuch by the defpair to

w hich our injuftice has driven him.
WHiLsT I labored to keep the Nabob
firm to his engagements, I was no lefs
follicitous, on the other hand, of intro-
ducing a good underftanding amongft
ourfelves. It is true, I neither attémpt-
ed this by unbecoming follicitations, nor
by confulting the perfonal interefts of
thofe whom I wifhed to fee of the fame
opinion with myfelf ; but reffgson the
integrity of my own heart, I oppofed
every attack on the eftablifhment, which
I had been an inftrument in raifing, and
withftood every affault upon myown cha-
racter, with temper and forbearance ;
knowing, that to oppofe their violence
with equal violence, would but actele-
cate the ruin of the Company’s affairs,
Dd 3 which
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whichitwasmyaimtoprevent. Imayadd,
that I am not in my own n3gture inclin-
ed to a&ts of feverity, but rather to look
upon the errors and paffions of others,
with the indulgence which I fhould ex-
pe&t to my own ; and I yielded the more
readily to this prevailing inclination, be-
caufe I knew, that nothing tended fo
{urely to the deftruction of any ftate, even
in the moft flourithing circumftances, as
divifions amongft thofe who rule it ; and
I hoped, that whilft I kept fuch a guard
upon my own conduct, as to obviate e-
very pretence of cenfure againft myfelf,
and avoided all difagrecable and perfonal
altercations, the flame of contention would
go out of itfelf, for want of fuel to kecp
it alive.

SucH were my hopes, butl knew not
the fpirits I had to deal with; and I
found, too late, that the gentleft ufage, -
Joft all its effe@ with prejudices fo deep-
ly rooted, and with minds compelled,
by mutual ties, to perfevere in the caufe
in which they were once engaged.

Ir my opinion be afked, what precau-

tions
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tions are neceffary to prevent freth trou-
bles, and a renewal of our difputes with
the country government. Ianfwer, that
cither the rules agreed on with Meer
Coffim muft be adopted, or an entire
ftop put to the innovations which have
taken place fince the capture of Calcut-
ta, and the private trade reftrained with-
in its ancient bounds.

THE reafon is plain ; great advantages
accrued from thefe articles of trade, both
to the country merchants who ufed to
carry it on, and to the government by
the cuftoms they drew from it. Both
thefe are now cut off, and the advan-
tages in a manner engroflfed by the Eng-
lith, who fay, they will pay no cuftoms ;
and, to {fupport thisufurpation, ouragents
and gomaftahs are armed with an autho-
rity, independent of the officers of the
government.

IF we reftrain the power of our agents
and gomaftahs, and acquiefce in the Na-
bob’s officers exercifing their proper au-
thority, in deciding difputes where fuch
dependents of ours are concerned, then

Dd s they,
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they, for the moft part, willabuic their
guthority, and totally obftruct:that trade;
impelled not only by the jealoufy with
which they regard this ianovation .of
ours, and by their own interefts, but by
the complaints of the country merchants,
who find themfelves excluded, and sthe
qpprcﬁions to which this trade is more
peculiarly liable when under no controul;
Tue Nabob’s right to this authority
in his own government, cannot in juftice
be difputed, and the lefs, as our own ju~
rifdi¢tion does not extend thither; nor
have we cither judges to determine dif-
putes in thofe diftant parts, or lawsto
determine them by ; yet this right of the:
country government is fuperfeded, and F
am afraid, muft .be, if it be refolved, that
the privileges of our private trade extend-
fo far; and it may not be improper to
remark here, that it was upon this rca-~
foning, I agreed in the confultation of
the 1t of March, that gur agents and
gomaftahs, fhould not be fubje@ to the
a&ual contgzoul of the country govern-
ment, after having aflurcd the Nabob

in
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in ¢he regulations that they fhonld s for
the Council having refolved, that they
would mnfift on a free trade in all articdes,
and to all places, there was no way of
preferving it, but by fuperfeding that
right of the Nabob’s government. '

Tue violences with which the Na-
bob’s officers exercifed their authority,’
the inftant it was put into their hands,
and the encouragement which the Nabob
had given to it, made me lefs attentive
to the natural rights of juftice in this
cafe, where I faw plainly, that on either
fide there would be great oppreffions;
and I lefs dreaded the effects of any com -
plaints which the Nabob might make,
than the dangerous confequences which
they would produce, if we ourfelves
were the fufferers.

THE prefent Nabob Meer Jaffier, is
no lefs clamorous upon thefe fubjets,
than Meer Coffim was ; and I am plain-
ly of opinion, that upon the prefent fyf-
tern, no friendthip can be preferved with
any Nabob. The two governments clath
too frcqucntly to’ftand *upon a friendly

footing ;
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footing ; and therefore, if it is not thought
right to eftablith the regulations amd se-,
firitions before-mentioned, it is the
higheft degree of abfurdity, to pledge
the national faith to a treaty, which it
is not poffible thould fubfift; and to,
bind ourfelves to fupport the Nabob in
the authority over his country, when
we deny him the exercife of that autho-
rity for the prote&ion of his own fub-
je&ts, at the fame time too, that we con-
fefledly want the power to prote& them
ourfelves.

IT has been afferted by Meflf. John-
ftone and Hay in fome of their minutes,
and I believe by other members of the
Board, that the oppreffions of the go-
maftahs;, fo frequently complained of by
the Nabob, had no exiftence. As an
inconteftible proof that fuch did, and
actually do exift, it may not be impro-
per to {ubjoin fome extracts of letters I
have received on the fubje& at different
times, from the chiefs of the fubordi-
nate faCories.

Tre firft, is an extra&t of a letter

from
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from Mr. Cartier, chief at Dacca, dated
the 8th of November, 1761, in anfiver
to one I wrote him a few days before,
to forbid the ufe of force in trade, and’
particularly the praltice of obliging the
inhabitants to purchafe tobacco, whether
they wanted it or not, and at an exorbi-
tant advanced price. This extra& will
ferve at once to fhew the countenance
which thefe oppreffions have met with,
and the impofiibility of carrying on the
inland trade without the ufe of force,
which muft be produ&ive of oppreffions;
unlefs we would reconcile it to the coun-

try government, by paying duties like
other merchants

Extralt of a Letter from Myr. Cartier o
the Governor. Dated Nov. 8, 1761. *

FrEEDpOM of trade is too defi-
rable not to be withed for, but
difficult to be eftablithed. Wehile the
country government are interefted to aft
fift thofe that pay a duty on importation;
they will fecretly ufe methods to pre-
vent the fale of our goods, if left to their

full

1 29
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full liberty ; or was I to undertake to
fcll below the common run of themar-
ket, the pykars and merchants would be
intimidated from trading with me, un-
lefs permitted to do fo; nor is it proba-
ble they would, when it is fo oppofite to
the intereft of the people in the govdrn-
ment : fo that an undue and ruinous in-
fluence muft be exerted on one fide, and
nothing left to oppofe it.”

Extrait of a Letter from Myr. George
Gray, Cbisf at Malda, fo the Goversor.
" Dated January 7, 1764.

‘ SINCE my arrival here, I have
had an opportunity of feeing the
villainous pratices ufed by the Calcut-
ta gomaftahs in carrying on their bufi-
nefs. The government have certainly
too much reafon to complain of their
want of influence in their country, which"
is torn to pieces by a fet of rafcals, who
in Calcutta walk about in rags, but
wheh they are fent out on gomaftahthips,
l6#d it over the country, 1mpr1fomng the
reiats - and - merchants, -and writing and
talking
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talking in the moft infolent, domineering
manner to the fougedars and officers.”

Extralt of a Letter from Mr. Senior,
Chief at Coflimbuzar, zo 2be Governor.
Dated March 23, 1764.

¢« IT would amaze you, the number of

complaints that daily come before
me, of the extravagances committed by
our agents and gomaftahs, all over the
country ; but by punithing fome of the
immediate fervants of the faGory, and
difmifling others, I hope in time to bring
things on a proper footing.”

I couLp produce many other ptoofs
from the Company’s records, of the rea-
lity of the oppreffions the country peo-
ple fuffer from the Englith agents and
gomaftahs, employed in the inland trade ;
-but I believe this is a point that will be
now no longer difputed.

. THE Nabob Meer Jaffier complains
of it as much fince his re-eftablifhment,
as he did in his firt adminiftration. In
fhqrt, he zepeatedly declared to the Go-,

vernor
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vernor and Council, after his return to
Calcutta in 1764, that it was impoffible
for his government to fubfift upon fuch
a footing, and earneftly prefled for the
entire abolition of it, notwithftanding
the confent he was obliged to give, jn
his treaty of July 1763. The Coungil-
was fo fenfible of the juftice of the Na-
bob’s remonflrances, that we refolved to
put an end to thefe innovations, and give
up the inland trade entirely, referving
only the indulgence of fending falt and
beetle-nut to Patna and Coflimbuzar;
and this to be confined to the faltories,
and not permitted to bc difpcrfed about
the country. European agents were for-
bid to refide in the country, and the
mofl pofitive orders fent to the Chitta-
gong, Dacca, and Luckypoor fattories,
to relinquith the falt works they had fet
up in prejudice of the country merchants;
an act of juftice which all the world
now agreed in, altho’ many of the mem-
bers of the Board complained of it, asa
grievous detration from their rights,
when I promifed the fame to Meer Cof-
fim,
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fim, in my letter of regulations®™. If
‘the fame confideration had been had fbr
'his rights, which is now had for thofe
‘6f Meer Jaffier, and without which no
;¥itendihip can poffibly fubfift between
"the two governments, ¥ am perfuaded
‘e would have proved a faithful ally.

As foon as the war with Meer Cof-
fim was ended, and the Nabob Meer
Jaffier in full poffefhion of his govern-
ment, I thought myfelf now atliberty to
leave the country, which I had before
deelared my refolution of doing, when
there fthould be no longer any public call
wpon me for my ftay, I accordingly ac-
quainted the Board with my intention,
in the following letter.

Copy of the Govcrnor’s Letter to the Gen-
tlemen of the Council. Fort William,
December 19, 1763.

GENTLEMEN,
“ THE unexpeed and unfortunate
events,with which the war with
the. late Nabob began, and which fpread

an alarm, that in fome meafure affeted

the
* Page 170, Vol. 1L,
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the fettlement itfelf, occafioned my at-
tering my intention of going to Europe
laft September ; but our army being
now mafters of the whole province, and
hoftilities at an end, I think my Em-
ployers cannot difapprove of my profe-
cuting that intention this feafon; and
that my friends and family might blame
me, if I remained longer without urgent
reafons, in a climate which has been
found to affe& me fo frequently with
dangerous diforders. It is my intention,
therefore, to take my leave of you the
beginning of next month, and to pro-
ceed with commodore Tinker to Madras,
where I fhall embark immediately on
board his Majefty’s fhip Panther for Eng-
land.

I THINK it my duty to acquaint you
at the fame time, with what obferva-
tions occur to me on the prefent ftate
of the country. Meer Jaffier being a-
gain in pofifeffion of the government, it
is my with he thould be fupported in it
as long as he lives. ‘This was alfo my

wdb before, but I found it impofiible;
and
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and now again, if fome timely precau-
tions are not taken, I am apprehenfive
that you may foon find yourfelves under
the fame difficulties. 'The Nabob’s in-
capacity for bufinefs is univerfally ac-
knowledged; he fhould endcavor to
make up for that deficiency, by appoint-
ing men of experience and character to
manage the different branches; but he
feems rather to incline to throw himfelf
into the hands of thofe who flatter his
weaknefs, and take advantage of it. We
are affured that Nundcoomar has, at this
time, the entire difpofal of the Nabob’s
will, and of all the affairs of the pro-
vinces, of which theconfequencewill be,
that we thall continually be amufed and
perplexed with his arts and intrigues.
We fhall be told of the fchemes of the
King, and the Morattas, and all-the chiefs
' of the empire, and what weight and in-
tereft he has with them. -We fhall be:
‘obliged to keep a large army conftantly
in the field, to guard the province againit
defigns which never exifted, by which
our military expences will abforb the.
Vou. III. Ee moft



418 A NARRATIVE of the

moft part of our revenues; and the Na-
bob will be led into an extravagant dif-
fipation of his money to foreign powers,
to indulge the * pride of his minifter,
and at length being unable to fulfil his
engagements, and pay his own troops,
will fall again to ruin.

‘T'u1s danger fhould be provided againft
as foon as an opportunity offers, of ad-
vifing with the Nabob in fuch manner,
as not to excite his jealoufy or fear ; and
the fame opportunity fhould alfo be taken
of fettling the fucceffion, that there may
be no confufion in cafe of his demife, as
from his advanced age fuch an event may
always be apprehended.

SENSIBLE

* There 1s before the Board a ftriking inftance
of Nundcoomar’s intriguing difpofition. The very
firft letters which came from the Vizir and his prin-
cipal officers, are filled with nothing but the praifes
of Nundcoamar. His titles and feals are received
before the Nabob’s own; and bcfore any aflurances
aic given the Nabob that he will have the funnuds
for the provinces, he is told, that he muft give"
Nundcoomar fuch and fuch particular employments,
the moft honorable and valuable belonging te the
government ; and which the Nabob, at his depar-
turc from Calcutta, promifed to Roydoolub.
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SeENsIBLE as I am of the ncceflity of
guarding againft thefe dangers, it is with
relu&ance I mention them, left it thould
be fuggefted, that I would promote any
meafures difagreeable to the Nabob ;
but as my duty to the Company has al-
ways had more weight with me than any
other confideration, fo it is that only,
which, on this occafion, diates to me.

By fome of the Nabob’s letters, you
have feen already with how much unea-
finefs he exprefies himfelf upon the leaft
complaint of the agents, or gomaftahs, of
our fubordinatefa&ories, interfering with
his officers in any part of thecountry. Our
influence is fuch, that it will, for the
moft part, over-rule the Nabob’s ; fo thag
any dependent of ours may abufe that
influence with impunity, if the greateft
care is not taken ; and, on all fuch oc-

" cafions, the complaints that are made

are attended withinvidious exaggerations,
in order to excite as much pofiible the

. jealoufy of the government. In fhort,

our authority has extended itfelf fo very
near the Nabob’s, that they are frequently
Ee 2 clathing,
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clathing, and without a very fteady 'and
moderate condu& on both fides, they
cannot {ubfift upon their prefent footing,
nor a friendfthip be maintained with thxs
Nabob, or any other.

To put an end to this precanous and
flutuating ftate, it is likely the Com-
pany will refolve on an entire change of
fyftem, and cither draw their own con-
ne&ions with the country government
into narrower limits, and reduce the pri-
vate trade to the footing it was on before
the capture of Calcutta; or elfe extend
them further, and render the country
government fully and confeflfedly depen-
dent on theirs. But it will require your
greateft care, gentlemen, to keep the
fcale even, until the orders of the Com-
pany can arrive, and to prevent a repeti-
tion of thofe tragical events, of which
we have lately been the unhappy wit- °
nefles.”

In anfwer to this I received the fol- .
lowing lctter from the Board.

(3

Gopy
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Copy of a Letter from the Gentlemen of
the Council to the Governor. Dated
December 19, 1763. '

SIR,

“e THE letter which you laid before

us at the Board this morning,
having met with our fcrious confidera-
tion, we beg leave to offer you our {cn-
timents thereon.

THoUuGH the war againft Coffim Allee
Cawn is near brought to a conclufion,and
we have a profpect of the country be-
ing fhortly reftored to its former tran-
quillity, yet it will be a work of great
difficulty to eftablifh meafures for ren-
dering that tranquillity perfe&t and fe-
cure ; and many refolutions will be found
neceflary to be taken, to prevent, if pof-
fible, the country and Company’s trade
from being again expofed to the hazard
and defolation of war ; thofe which you
have yourfelf inftanced, are fuch as tend
" wery effentially to this purpofe, and will
- require the greateft fteadinefs and atten-
tion, to bring them to an happy iffue.
From a conviction therefore, Sir, of the
material fervice you can be of, in for-

Ee 3 warding
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warding fo falutary a work, and where-
in the well-being of the Company is fo
immediately concerned, we cannot but
unanimoutfly join in requefting, that you
will poftpone your intention of return-
ing to Europe this feafon, and that you
will continue in the Prefidency of this
fettlement, until we fhall have the honor
to receive the Company’s orders, in regard
to the future management of their affairs
in thefe provinces. We are, with much
efteem, S IR,
Your moft obedient
Humble Servants,

William Billers,
John Carnac,
Warren Haftings,
Randolph Marriott,
Hugh Watts,
A. W. Senior,

+ John Burdett.”

‘Urox this rcpréﬁ:ntation of the
- Céuancil, I could not refufe to defer my
e departure,
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departure, and accordingly replied to
their letter in the following terms.

Copy of a Letter from the Governor to the
Gentlemen of the Council. Dated De-
cember 22, 1763.

¢ I HAvVE received the honor of your
letter of the 19th, in which you
ar¢ pleafed to exprefs your opinion, that
my remaining in the government at this
time is effential to the Company’s fervicc.
As I think it my duty to prefer that
confideration before all others, I have, in
confequence of your reprefentation, de-
termined to ftay till next feafon. I {hall
hope, from your affiftance, fuch relicfas
my uncertain ftate of health may require,
and am happy in the conviction, that we
thall carry on all our bufinefs with a per-
fe€t unanimity.”

" I SuouLp not have introduced a cir-
cumftance of fo little confequence, and
“~merely perfonal as this is, but that the
* reader might have expetted fuch an ex-
planation of the motives of my continu-

ance
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ance in the chair, or pofiibly have attri-
buted it to caprice, after my baving, in
fo formal a manner, declared, and re-
peated my refolution, tohold it no longer
than whilft the war lafted. It remains
now to fay fomcthing of the Memorial
itfelf.

‘Tue plan upon which it is formed
may be objetted to, as attended with too
much prolixity, and fometimes perhaps
with a confufion of circumftances, and
want of connedtion, owing to the fre-
quent, and, in fomec places, very long
quotations from the rccords of the go-
vernment.  But I fhould rather hear it
taxed with this inconvenicnce, than re-
proached with want of candor, as would
hwe been the cafe, had I madg the quo-
tations partially, inferting thofe opinions
w hich fight fupport my arguments, and
omitting what was urged on the otler
fide of the queftion, of which I have been
the more cautious, as'fome of the prin-
cipal gentlemen, who differed from me,

have themfelves fallen in thefe unhappy
troubles.

As
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I Have likewife endeavored to avoid
in the expreflion all paffionate or indecent
terms; in fhort, my view has been to
fhew the uprightnefs of my own inten-
tions, with as little reproach as pofiible
to others; and, in this light, I hope it
will be accepted by the world.

Tue E N D.










