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My Dear MR SHaw,

You are a Liberal n your political views, I found you
liberal m the hospitahty you have bestowed on me, and I
hope you .11 be liberal m judging these pages, which I dedicate
to you

In other countries an author would have hardly ventured
to dedicate to his friend of Libetal persuasion a book con-
tammg a strong crticism upon the policy of the Iaberal
party But m England fair play 1s fully admtted m political
opinions, even 1f they come from a foreigner This 15 a fact,
of which I have had ample opportumty to convince myself
during my late lecturmg tour 1 your country, and 1t 15 the
substance of the various addresses which I then delivered, that
I offer now to the public mn the present book form

Believe me,
Dear Mr Shaw,
Yours smeerely,
A VAMBERY






CONTENTS

CHAPTER I PAGE

Tue WAY 170 TASHKEND 1
CHAPTER II

TaE CoNQUEST OF THE THREE KHANATES 14
CHAPTER III

THE MATERIAL AND MORAL VICTORY AT GEOK-TEPE 26
CHAPTER IV

FroM ASHRABAD TO MERV 39
CHAPTER V

Encraxp’s PoLicy 1N THE FACE oF RussiaN CONQUESTS 56

CHAPTER VI
Russia’s DEsiGRs UPON HERAT 73
. CHAPTER VII
[ ]
IMPORTANCE OF HERAT 100
CHAPTER VIII

Russia’s CHANCES OF CONQUERING HERAT 118



vin CONTENTS

CHAPTER IX
PAGE
ExerLisH MEANS oF DEFENCE .14
CHAPTER X ¢
Tae ONLY REASONABLE LINE oF DEFENCE . 147

CHAPTER XI

COMPARISON BETWEEN THE ENGLISH AND RussiaN Orvi-
LISATIONS IN THE Easr 165

CHAPTER XII
‘WaY 0UGHT ENGLAND TO RETAIN INDIAP 190

CHAPTER XIII
MysgLF AND MY PrESENT Book 200



THE COMING
STRUGGLE FOR INDIA.

——.Ot—

CHAPTER I

THE WAY TO TASHKEND

GBEAT events are casting their shadows before them,
the unmistakable signs of historic revolutions silently
progressing are thickening around us, and 1f, neverthe-
less, we refuse to give credence to facts rrevocably
accomphished and full of sigmificance, 1t must be
aseribed not to the dulness of our senses, but to the
prevaithng rigidly conservative character of the great
majority of pohiticians

The rivalry between Russia and England must
have become evident from the very moment when
Spam, Portugal, Holland, and France, gradually
dlsa.ppeared from the field of conquests in Asia, and
" ¥hen that old mother. country was left open to the
ambition of the first mentioned two great nations
England, entering mto the arena of conquest from
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the south, had slowly but constantly worked her way
through India, until out of the small trading Company
had grown a mighty empire, an empire founded upon
the heroism, patrmotism, and lust of adventure, of
those islanders, who, feeling themselves somewhat
cramped in their narrow nsular home, had started to
the distant East in order to satisfy their curiosmity, to
couple therr names with some glorious deed m the
cause of humanity, and to reflect honour upon therr
own mother-country

At the outset nobody knew the ultimate border of
the new acquisition  Conquests necessitated fresh and
new conquests, and when the State supplanted the
simple trading Company, the Indian acqusition was
as extensive as any of the former Mogul or Hindoo
Rajahs had ever been able to umte under his
sceptre  The conquest of India was and 1s un-
doubtedly the glory of our western civihisation, 1t
18 the best mark of the superiority of our mdomitable
European spirit, and of the strength of young Europe
compared with old and crumbhing Asia

As to Russia, the causes and the course of her
conquests were of quite a different nature The
whole structure of the Russian empire rests exclusively
upon conquests and annexation , for 1t must be borne
m mind that Russia 18 not an ethmical but a politcal
nation. The Russians were at the beginning only a
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small number of Slavs, grafted upon Ugnan, Turko-
Tartar, and Finnic elements, but which m the course
of time gradually enlarged, and would have had
already a pre-eminent part in the historical events of
the Middle Ages, if temporary revolutions and wars,
produced by Asiatic conquerors, had not interfered,
and delayed the growth of the national body Among
these drawbacks we reckon the irruption of the Mon-
gols under Djenghis Khan, and the great war under
Timur, both of them historical events which erppled
and maimed the Grand-Duchy of Muscovy , but in the
end Russian society, imbued with the spimt of
Christian civihisation, nevertheless triumphed over the
rude and barbaman representatives of Asia  The
Grolden Horde crumbled to pieces, the empire of Timur
was scattered to the winds, and victorious Russia, by
annexing one portion after another, not only found
herself succeeding to the heritage of her Asiatic pre-
decessors, but also possessing the best means of
continuing m the path of ulterior conquests, and of
consohdating her mew acquisitions m a way quite
superior to the means and modes at the disposal of
Asatic despots

After having subdued the middle and lower

Volga, Russia turned her attention partly to the Rast,
partly to the West In Both.directions ghe earned
unespected success In the Eas cared as the

B2
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representative of Europe two centuries ago, and, armed
with the superior arms of that time, she managed to
conquer vast multitudes with a comparatively small
number of men. Siberia was conquered 1n “the
sixteenth century, and when Kutchum Khan, after
having been defeated by the daring troopers under
the lead of Yermak, armed with firearms, and losing
s crown and empire, was asked to surrender, the old
blind man, discovered 1n the midst of the woods, said
“I am bhnd, deaf, poor and deserted, but I do
not complam about the loss of my treasures, I only
gneve that the Russians have taken captive my dear
child, my son Asmanak If T had him with me I
should willingly renounce my crown, my riches, all
my other wives and remaining children  Now I shall
send my family to Bokhara, and I myself shall go to
the Nogais I did not go to the Czar m my more
prosperous days, when I was rich and mighty, shall I
go now 1 order to meet with a shameful death ”
From the eastern Tartars 1n Siberia, Russia turned
to the western Tartars in the Crimea, to those very
Nogas with whom Kutchum Khan expected to find
a shelter Here the sway of the Sultan of Turkey
had become loosened at that time, and the Empress
Catherine plucked fresh laurels for her crown after a
hard struggle, which sealed the fate of the Khans of
Bagtche-Sarm for ever ~ From the Isker in Siberia
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to the banks of the Pruth, all became Russian. The
various populations had to undergo the process of
Russification, and the newly annexed elements had
harflly been incorporated into the body of Muscovitism,
when the progress towards the south already began,
and the subjugation of the Kirghis steppes was
already mmtiated

That is the real outset of the Russian conquests
in Central Asia

It was a hard nut Russa had to crack here, a
task arduous beyond measure, for besides the struggle
to be fought with men, she met with a serous
obstacle 1 nature, through the endless barren steppes,
varymng with hard clay, sand many feet deep, and
wide waterless tracts of country  Any other Govern-
ment would have been afraid to engage 1n that under-
taking , but despotic Russia, unchecked in the waste
of men and money, entered upon 1t with the deter-
mnation of overcoming all obstacles The steppes
were attacked from two different sides, from the east
and the west As to the eastern route, Siberia formed
the basis, and down ghded the Russian Cossacks from
the Alta1, along the western border of China to the
lake of Issyk Kul, as smoothly and quetly as the
Russian outposts succeeded in skirting the western
frontier of the Kirghis country from the Lesser Horde
to the Aral lake and to the Yaxartes. It was the
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work of two centuries, accomplished m a wonderful
way, with that characteristic Muscovite tenacity,
cunning, and recklessness, which have wrought 80
many wonders and surprises to the western world’
The Kirghises, numbering beyond three millions of
souls, and representing the prototype of Turkish
nomadic society, offered from the beginnmg that
spectal mode of resistance we encounter mn the case of
the nomads of Asa and America At first a few
influential chieftains were enticed by bribes, presents,
and 1magmary distinctions, assisted as usual by the
generously offered flask of vodks  Of course, the
allegiance thus obtaned was of no avail and no dura-
tion, for no sooner had the Russian fehwmovmik dis-
appeared from the sceme of his action, than the
Kirghis chief forgot his oath of fidehty, as well as the
rich presents he had received from the White Padishah
of the Neva Russia had to resort to other means
She bwilt on various pomts small forts, origmally
intended to harbour the merchants on therr way to
the steppe , for the Czar 15 a bemgnant ruler, who 1s
anxious that his subjects should be provided with
all the necessaries of Iife, and he even went so far as
to build mosques and Mohammedan colleges for the
pious Kirghises, an act which has been very frequently
rebuked as impolitic and unwise This paternal care,
however, did not bear the expected fruit, the so-called

=
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halting places for Russian traders were soon turned
into small forts, garrisoned by soldiers, from the walls of
which loopholes for cannon looked far mnto the desert,
and overawed the restless nomads more than any
mmperial ukase, wntten with gold ink, and all the
sacred oaths of the chieftans sworn upon the Koran
had done By extending this Ime of fortifications
into the country of the Kirghises, Russia succeeded
1n thrusting a formidable wedge imnto the body of her
adversary Disunion amongst the Kirghises did the
rest, and mn spite of temporary rsings, Russia could
safely assert soon after the Crimean war that she had
become the undisputed master of the whole Kirghis
country as far as the nght bank of the Yaxzartes,
mcluding the Aral Sea, where her operations by land
were supported by a small flotalla
While these large operations were going on,
Europe, always happy to engage Russia m Asia
and to keep her off from European pohtics, cared
but very httle for the domgs of the northern
colossus 1n this outlymg part of the eastern world
But Lttle oozed out concerming these new con-
quests, and that httle generally came through the
+ channel of European travellers, savanfs, dehighted at
the warm reception they got from Russian officials,
and full of prases of the humanitarian work Rusgia
was doing 1 those outlying barbarous countries, where
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every step was accompanied by the civilisation of the
‘West, and where every flash of cannon was said to be a
new rising sun of our European culture. Happy
delusion for our careless diplomatists! But still
happier means for aggressive Russia, and but for these
treacherous lights beginning to throw a rather dubious
reflex beyond the Suleiman range, our bhssful Europe
would still send fervent prayers to heaven for the
civilsing columns of holy Russia, as the imbecihity
of our diplomatists continues to do to this very
day

England, justly disqueted by the Russian move
towards Khiva, had found 1t advisable to try whether
any diplomatic transactions with the three khanates
of Turkestan could not produce such an effect as to
stop the Russian progress Lord Auckland 1magined,
that by callng the attention of the rulers of the
three khanates to the impending danger, a union
might be effected which would prove a barrier against
Russia This was the ongin of the mussion of the
late Sir Alexander Burnes, an accomplshed young
Scotchman, who was well received at the Court of
Nasrullah Khan, the father of the present Emir of
Bokhara  His transactions secured to England a
treaty of commerce, they produced also relations of
amity between Bokhara and India, but neither
Khokand nor Khiva could this clever diplomatist
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visit, and no sooner had he returned to Europe than,
with the death of the chief mimster at Nasrullah,
the effect of the happy journey vamshed, and Bokhara
remgined as before, utterly heedless of coming events,
and continung, as before, to weaken the neigh-
bounng States mstead of giving them strength and
support against the approaching danger.

Russia, at the same time, was not slow to
counteract this stroke of pohicy by a smuilar ap-
proach to England’s nearest neighbour, namely,
Afghamistan  Furst of all, she began to meddle
with Herat thiough the mtermediary of the King
of Persia, whom she made her involuntary ally
after the treaty of Turkman-chaa The King of
all Kings of Iran, a sickly man, had, together
with his half-crazy mimster, for a long time back
cherished the idea of re-conquering the large do-
minions of Shah Abbas the Great The Keyaman
Cap, representing the Crown of Persia, looking shabby
and worn out, was sadly wanting in new jewels
Wooden guns mlaid with brass were soon got ready,
and Count Simomtch, the Russian ambassador, had
only to stir the fire to bring the Persian army, a crowd
of beggars clad 1 rags, before the walls of Herat
Fortunately England, aware of the imminent, danger,
selected the proper man to frustrate the machinations
of her rival—Eldred Pottinger, an Enghsh officer of
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rare talents One man alone was sufficient to anm-
hilate all the grandiloquent schemes of Persia The
fire of the wooden guns had no effect, the balls hewn
of marble, mvented by the ingenious Persian prime
mimster, were smashed to pieces on the walls erected
under the lead of the clever and brave Englishman
The Shah got the dysentery mnstead of laurels, and
the half-emaciated and decimated army of the King
of all Kings, together with their Russian advisers,
returned to Teheran Herat was made secure once
more aganst the immediate attack of Russia

‘Whilst this was gomng on, a young Russian officer
of Polish extraction, named Vitkowitch, had to per-
form at Kabul, at Dost Mohammed Khan’s, the same
part which Sir Alexander Burnes had so cleverly
played at Bokhara In the “ Memoirs of the late
General Blaramberg,” a German officer i the Russian
gervice, we read, among other interesting details
regarding the Russian domngs m Herat and Kabul,
how Alexander von Humboldt had met with a young
Polish gentleman exiled to Siberia, and how this
young man, of high education and refined manners,
succeeded m gaming the .sympathies of the great
Grerman scholar to such an extent that he interceded
in his favour with the Emperor Nicholas the Furst,
and obtained his -pardon from the Czar on the con-
dition of the gifted young Pole’s entering the
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Russian service and devoting lus abihties to Russian
mterests This young Polsh gentleman was the
afterwards famous Russian secret agent, M Vitkowitch,
at Kabul A great lmgwst, fully versed in the way
of dealng with Asiatics, and therefore a competent
rival of Sir Alexander Burnes, he had to gam over the
sympathies of Dost Mohammed Khan for the Court of
St Petersburg
As the last named Afghan prince failed in his
endeavour to secure British assistance for the re-
occupation of Peshawur, then in the hands of
Rendjit Singh, he very naturally lent an eager ear to
overtures commg from the rival of Great Britam.
Vitkovitch was listened to with particular attention,
but owing to the great distance Russian outposts then
stood from Afghamstan, all that the Envoy could
afford to give at that time consisted m empty pro-
mises, totally madequate to satisfy the astute grey-
wolf of Afghamstan The transaction, therefore,
turned out an empty bubble Vitkovitch returned to
St Petersburg re male gesta, and being disavowed by
his Government, the unfortunate young man com-
mitted smeide 1n the very blossom of his hfe Thus
* are things in Russia  Successful generals and diplo-
matists, publicly declared to have acted against the
will of the Czar, are mot OMM, but

rewarded , whilst those who remain unsuccessful are
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rebuked, and have to pay the penalty of death for
Russian disgrace

As to Afghanistan, the sulky attitude of Dost
Mohammed Khan towards England very soorf be-
came the cause of the first Afghan war, in which
England spent many thousands of lives and over
£20,000,000 of money Kabul and Kandahar were
taken, but had to be evacuated, and the disas-
trous falure, owing not so much to the want of
mihtary valour of the British soldiers, but rather to
the utter want of knowledge how to deal with
Asiatics, 1mparted the first stamn of shame to the
Enghsh military character in Asia It 15 exceedingly
interesting to notice how all the personal valour and
courage, all the heroic self-immolation, rare circum-
spection, and abihity of single individuals, are rendered
of no avail by the short-sightedness of leading poh-
ticians, of wavering statesmen, and of an 1rresolute
Government The news of the Enghsh defeat in
Afghanistan spread all over Central Asia, and was the
first deadly blow to the presfige of Great Britan 1n
the East. The Khans, Emirs, and Begs exulted
with joy over the victory of their co-religiomsts, the
Afghans Mohammedan barbarism thought itse]f.
again safe agamnst the threateming attacks of our
western culture, and 1n delusive bhssfulness quite
overlooked the black clouds gathering 1 the north
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—clouds which cast their gloomy shadows, even at
that time, as far as the banks of the Yaxartes, and
were fraught with those unmistakable signs that
proghosticated the devastating tempest sweeping over
Central Asia two decades later



CHAPTER II

THE CONQUEST OF THE THREE KHANATES

Russia, after having subdued the Kirghises, and
reached, on the left bank of the Yaxartes, the out-
lying northern districts of Khokand, had m the mean-
time fully prepared all the ways and means of an
attack upon the three khanates During my stay m
Bokhara mn 1868, I heard vague rumours only of the
Russian approach towards Tashkend “The formerly
sweet waters of the Yaxartes river,” said a pious
Mohammedan to me, ‘“have been utterly spoiled and
rendered undrinkable, for the Russians have watered
their horses and dipped their abomimable 1dols mnto
1t, but as to the country of Khokand, they will never
be able to conquer 1t, for the glorious spirit of the
holy Khodja Ahmed Yessev: at Hazreti-Turkestan 1s
on the watch, and will never allow the 1nfidels to pass
mto the region of Islam ” Unhappy dreamer! He
and his countrymen had quite forgotten that the poor_
Khodja Ahmed Yessevi was but a doubtful cha.mpmn
agamst the adventurous Greneral Tchernayeff, who,
with but two thousand men, not only trampled upon
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the grave of the said samt, but succeeded also m
capturing Tashkend, the great commercial centre of
the north of the khanates in 1864, and defeating an
enemy at least twenty times as numerous as his
daring companions 1n arms

It was during the very year 1 arrived m London
that the news of the capture of Tashkend had reached
Europe A few weeks before that I happened to
meet Lord Palmerston, and I consider 1t no small
distinction to have been histened to with attention by
this greatest English statesman of modern times
After having given to hum the outlines of my stirrng
adventures, and related all that 1 had heard of the
approach of Russia, adding, at the same time, remarks
upon the comparative ease with which the Muscovite
would advance towards the Oxus, the noble lord said
amongst other things, that we Hunganans, like the
Poles, had a hot bram, and that many generations
must pass before Russia would be able to pull down
the Tartar barrier and approach the country inter-
vening between India and Bokhara I very much
doubt whether the great English statesman serously
meant what he stated to me, for his careful inquires
mto sundry details belied s seeming indifference
'A% all events he did not contimue with that Olympian
calmness with which he had tried to impress me at
first, and shared by no means in the indifference



16 THE OOMING STRUGGLE FOR INDIA

exhibited by Enghsh statesmen I occasionally met
after the publication of the Russian circular of Prince
Gortschakoff in 1864 It must be borne in mind that
Russia, fully conscious of the importance of the step
she had taken, condescended to give explanations even
without being asked ~The aforesaid circular, intended
to appease any eventual anxiety, related in a cleverly
written memorandum how the Gtovernment of the
Czar had been compelled, against his own will and
without any hope of material benefit, to annex the
country of the Kirghises, and how these Kirghises,
unruly fellows, could be only governed and ruled from
a pomnt where the cultivable region might secure
a firm footing for the invader, and afford the best
opportumty to check disorder and lawlessness

In that famous circular 1t was said that the
following reasons had mamly precipitated the con-
quest of Tashkend —

“1 It has been deemed indispensable that the
two fortified lines of our frontiers, one starting from
China and extendmg as far as the Issyk Kul lake, the
other from the Aral Sea along the Syr-Darya, should
be umted by fortified points, in such a manner that
all our posts would be mn a condition to eventually,
sustain each other, and not to allow any interval to
remain open through which the nomadic tribes might
effect with 1mpunity their invasions and depredations
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“2 Tt was essential that the line of our advanced
forts laid down 1n this manner should be situated mn
a country not only sufficiently fertile to secure their
provisions, but also to facilitate regular colomsation,
for this alone can secure to an occupied country a
future of stabihty and prosperity i winning the
neighbouring populations for eivilised hife

“3 Lastly, 1t was urgent to fix that lme m a
defimite manner, 1n order to escape from ke dangerous
and almost wmevtable wnducements fo go on jfrom re-
pression fo reprisals, whick mught result wn an endless
extension ”

“With this object the basis of a system had to be
laad down, which should be founded not only upon
reason, which 1s elastic, dut wpon geograplacal and
pohtical condrtions which are of a fized and permanent
nature”

In 1eading these passages we really are at a loss
to decide whether grim humour or unprecedented
hypocnisy and 1mpudence have dictated them The
ik was scarcely dry with which the lines had been
written, when Russia, anxious to avoid “ endless ex-
tension,” plunged again into fresh conquests Khu-
daya.r Khan, the ruler of Khokand, a noted coward
“eten i Central Asia, had soon lost hus spirits, and
mmplored Muzaffar-ed-din-Khan for assistance  Bok-
hara, reputed at that time the very stronghold of
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moral and material strength in Central Asia, was soon
at hand with an army outnumbering the Russian
adventurers ten or fifteen times, an army i name
only, but consisting chiefly of a rabble, 1ll-armed,and
devoid of any military qualities By dint of pre-
ponderating numbers, the Bokhariots succeeded so far
as to inflict a loss upon the daring Russian general at
Irdjar, who, constramed to retreat upon Tashkend,
was at once deposed by his superiors i St. Peters-
burg, and mstead of prases bemng bestowed upon
hm for the capture of Tashkend, he had to feel
the weight of Rusman mgratitude His successor,
General Romanovsky, played the part of a consohdator
and a preparer, and as soon as this duty was fulfilled
he hikewise was superseded by General Kauffmann, a
German from the Baltic Russian provinces, umting
the qualifies of his predecessors in one person, and
doing accordingly the work entrusted to him with
pluck and luck mn a comparatively short time. In
1868 the whole Yaxartes valley, together with Samar-
kand, the former capital of Timur, fell mto the hands
of Russia, and General Kauffmann would have pro-
ceeded to Bokhara, and even farther, :»f Muzaffar-ed-
din-Khan, ternfied by the heavy blows which he had
received, and afraid of a revolutionary rsing n bis
own country headed by s own son, had not volun-
tanly submitted and begged for peace.
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At the treaty of Serpul, the Emir was granted the
free possession of the country which was left to him,
beginning beyond Kermineh, as far as Tchardju m
the south; and not only was he promised vigorous
support m all his possessions beyond the Oxus, but
Russian friendship even went so far as to suppress for
him a rebellion which had broken out at Shehr Sebz,
and amity seemed to spring up between these two
formerly implacable enemies  Of course the Emir had
to pledge himself to be a true and faithful ally of Russia
He had to pay the heavy war indemmty, mcluding all
the robberies and embezzlements of Russian officers,
he had to place his sons under the tutorship of the
Czar 1n order to be brought up at St Petersburg, m
the very centre of the blackest infidelity, and ulh-
mately he had to cede three points on his southern
frontier—namely, Djam, Kerki, and Tchardjm, m
order to secure a starting pomnt for Russia towards the
south 1n case of necessity All these were certamly
most oppressive burdens, but what on earth would
not the Emir have given to save the shadow of Ius
sovereignty?  Of course Russia was very wise to
leave him 1n the delusive dream of his independence,
for bemdes the heavy costs mvolved by immediate
annexation, the admimstration of the country by
Russian officials would have proved a useless expense
to the exchequer This abstemious pohey had borne

c2
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its fruits—for Russia not only gamed the considera-
tion of the foe vanqushed by her, but was also
looked upon by the adjacent khanates 1n & far better
Light than had been litherto the case, smce, aacord-
mg to Tartar notions, conquest was identical with
murder, plunder and extirpation  Central Asia was
really surpnsed to find mercy at the hands of the
Christian wictor

Scarcely five years had elapsed when Russia,
anxious to avord “endless extension,” cast her eyes
beyond the Oxus upon the Khan of Khiva, applymg
almost hterally the meaming of the fable of Alsopus
m accusing the Khiva lamb on the lower course of
the Oxus of troubling her waters i the upper
course A plea for a casus bells was soon unearthed
The young Khan of Khiva, the son of the very man
upon, whom I pronounced a blessing whilst sojourning
m his capital, had vamly endeavoured to apologise
and to give every possible redress The Russian pre-
parations of war had been ready for a long time, pro-
visions were previously secured on different points,
and General Kauffmann, notoriously fond of theatrcal
pageantries, marched through the most perilous route
across bottomless sands from the banks of the
Yaxartes to the Oxus Strange to say, he chose fhe
very route upon which I trudged years ago, tormented
and nearly killed by thirst At the station, ddam
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Kirhgan (the place were men perish) he must have
remembered the dervish, for I am told on good
authority that he travelled with my book m Ius
hands’, and the ommous name of the station would
have proved really disastrous to the Russian army if
the Uzbegs had had the shghtest military foremght,
or had been aware of the very rudimentary prineiples
of warfare The Russians, who marched from three
different ponts upon the khanate,” had a very easy
task before them,  Without fightmg a single
battle, the whole country on the Lower Oxus was
conquered Russia again showed herself magnam-
mous by replacing the young Khan upon the paternal
throne, after having taken away from him the whole
country on the right bank of the Oxus, and 1mposed
upon his neck the burden of a war mdemmty which
will weigh him down as long as he hves, and eripple
even his successors, 1f any such are to come after him

Three more years passed, when Russia, anxious to
avold “endless extension,” agam began to extend the
Limts of her possessions i the Yaxartes Valley to-
wards the East In July, 1876, one of the famous
Russian embassies of amity was casually (P) present
atethe Court of Khudayar Khan at Khokand, when
suddenly a rebellion broke out, endangering not only
the lives of the Russian embassy but also of the
allied ruler No wonder, therefore, that Russia had
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to take care of the friend in distress. An army was
despatched to Khokand, the rebellion was quelled,
and, as a natural consequence, the whole khanate
meorporated mto the dominions of the Czar.e The

Khokandians, especially one portion of them called
the Kiptchaks, did not surrender so easily as thewr
brethren m Bokhara and Khiva The struggle

between the conqueror and the native people was a
bloody and protracted one, and the butchery at
Namangan, an engagement m which the afterwards
famous General Skobeleff won his spurs, surpasses
all the accounts hitherto given of Russian cruelty

Stmilar scenes occurred in Endidjan and other places,

until the power of the Kiptchaks, noted for their
bravery all over Central Asa, was broken, and
“peace,” a pendant to the famous tableau of Veresht-
chagm, “peace at Shipka,” prevailed throughout the
valleys of Ferghana, enabling the Russan eagle to
spread his wings undisturbedly over the whole of
Central Asa, beginmng from the Caspian Sea m
‘the west to the Issyk Kul m the east, and from
Siberia to the Turkoman sands in the south  The
conquest of Central Asma was thus literally accom-
plished, and we shall only dwell on the main reason,
which has facilitated the success, and enabled Russa
to penetrate into the very nest of the hitherto inac-
cessible Mohammedan fanaticism.
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By us in Europe the new feats of Russian arms
were certainly looked upon with great surprmse
Nations vain-glorious of military deeds partly envied
and partly admired the modern successor of Djenghis
and Timur, but 1t 1s only 1gnorance of facts and gross
exaggeration which has led them astray They had
been accustomed from immemonal times to couple
the names of Tartar, Kalmuk, Kirghis, etc, with all
rudeness, strength, power, and all possibly 1magmable
qualities of savage warriors I had the same opmion
on the subject, but how different was my expenence
gathered on the spot, when I discovered in the
roughest-looking Tartar a coward without example,
and found that despite my lame leg I could, armed
with a stick, put to flight five or six men Of such
a character was the predommant majority of the
enemies Russia had to fight The whistle of a single
ball was enough to scare away dozens of warlike-
looking Sarts, Tadjiks, and Uzbegs In reahty how
could 1t be otherwise, considering the difference exast-
ing between the arms of the Russian conqueror and
those of the native defenders? Take the gunm, for
mstance The Russian 18 armed with a good modern
rifle, and his gunpowder 1s of the best, whilst the
poor Tartar has nothing but an old and rusty gun
which rests on a kind of wooden fork Before at-
tempting to shoot, he is looking out for a level spot
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where to put down lus wooden fork He has to
place the coarse gunpowder in the pan, then strike
fire with the flint to 1gmite the tinder, and proceeds
to tap upon the powder for at least five minhtes
The rusty gun bursts, the fork tumbles down, and
where the ball has gone to God only knows

Besides this dissumilarity 1n arms, we have to
consider the utter want of umon, which disabled the
natives of Central Asia from a vigorous defence of an
invading power Bokhara may well be taken for the
leading state in Central Ama, but her influence over
the neighbouring khanates was never of such an extent
as to rally the Khivans, the Khokandians, and Tur-
komans around her flag, nor was the Emir himself
sufficiently penetrated by the necessity of such
assistance He was proud, haughty, and over self-
confident His conceitedness vied with his stupiduty,
and when I met him in Samarkand he asked me,
amongst other things, whether the Sultan of Turkey
could boast of an army as formidable as his own, an
army with which he might have conquered Chma if
he were disposed to do so As to his subjects, I
noticed that they had not even the shghtest forebod-:
ing of the approachmg Russian danger, and when
alluding to such an eventuality I generally got for an
answer. ‘‘Hadj, do not speak about 1t, the soil of
Samarkand and Bokhara is so full of the remains of
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departed sants and prous Mohammedans that infidels
will die as soon as they set foot upon 1t” Ludicrous,
childish remarks, which certainly were forgotten when
the &rmies of Bokhara, Khokand, and Khiva were
defeated, and, strange to say, these very boasting,
overweening men were the first to submut to Russian
rule, and to look upon the new state of things as a
matter long ago decreed by the will of Almighty God

.To sum up briefly, Bokhara, Khiva, and Khokand
"fell one after the other ~Russia reached the left bank
of the Oxus, she obtamned what she had been long
covetmg  She now could have rounded off her pos-
sessions from Siberia to the very heart of Asia, for mn
reaching the Oxus, this old natural frontier between
Iranians and Turamans, she then might have been
satisfied with having brought nearly the whole of
the Tartar -race under her sway, the great work of
civihisation which she wrote upon her banners could
have been quietly begun  But the politicians at St
Petersburg had objects quite different m view
Humamtanan purposes are only the clever bait
mvented to catch the credulous statesmen of Europe
Russia cherished other far-reaching schemes, n the
fartherance of which she crossed frontiers many a
thousand years old, and, disregarding any eventual
complications, merrily rushed nto her adventures on
the left bank of the Oxus



CHAPTER III

THE MATERIAL AND MORAL VICTORY AT GEOK-TEPE

Tae Russian move on the left bank of the Oxus
might have been viewed from the very begmning as
the unmistakable sign of her ulterior designs against
India In conquering the three khanates of Tur-
kestan, we are disposed to conclude that Russian
politicians made a failure of 1t, and that they only
subsequently found out that the route leading from
Orenburg towards the Oxus was a very difficult
highway for an army ntending to march from the
interior of the mother country towards the Sulerman
range. Judgmg from the attempt to bwld a ral-
way from Orenburg to Tashkend, which afterwards
failed, mn spite of the exertions of M. Lesseps,
who promsed the world to run a tram from Calas
to Calcutta, 7,600 miles long, 1n nme days, we
may assume that the Russans had really over-rated .
the possession of the khanates, and found out that
Central Asia, which has ever smce charged the
exchequer with a deficit varymg of from eight to
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ten milhons of roubles annually, will never pay,
and will always remamn a barren acquisition to the
State Well, as far as this burden is concerned, we
wilb not deny the fact that the expenses of a
European admimstration, be 1t even a Russian one,
will never be defrayed by the mcome It will always
prove an expensive colony—a luxurious acqusition,
but Russia had nevertheless to submt to this sacr-
fice 1n the interests of her ulterior schemes She was
compelled to secure 1n her rear a safe position, whilst
she had the intention of moving on the mam hne
from the south-west towards the south-east—I mean
from southern Russa across the Caucasus, the Caspan,
and along the northern border of Persia to the goal
of her desire  This was the route ongnally concerved
for the Russian march agamnst India, and the endur-
ance, astuteness, and cleverness with which this hine
of communication was begun and continued, are really
unrivalled in the hstory of conquering nations

Our space 18 too limited to dwell here at length upon
the details of this plan, carried on for nearly two cen-
turies. 'We shall speak rather of that portion which
relates to the eastern shore of the Caspian Sea, and
state that Russan aggression dates as far back as
1825, when the afterwards famous Muravieff started
on his mission to Khiva from Krasnovodsk, m order to
éxplore the desert and to bring home mformation
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about this little or scarcely.known tract of country

Tmmediately after him followed 1n 1835 Karelin, who
investigated the shore from the Gurgan river as far as
Krasnovodsk, and smee that time scarcely a year*has
elapsed without some Russian officers, under the guise
of the famous Russian scientific expeditions, visiting
this shore to continue the explorations  The result of
it was that whilst the rest of Europe remained in utter
ignorance about the people and the country on the
eastern shore of the Caspian, Russia was pretty well
informed as to the geographical position of that country,
as well as to the mutual relations of the Turkoman
mhabitants The picture drawn by Galkin may well
be defective, but 1t 1s the first reliable report, and I
do not exaggerate when I state that since the occupa-
tion of Ashurada Russians were by no means
strangers amongst the Yomuts and Goklans Having
duly reconnoitered the country, the proper move
against the Turkomans began only after the subjuga-
tion of the three khanates, and particularly after the
hormble massacre of the Turkomans subject to Khiva
in 1873. The bloody affarr of Kizl-Takir, in which
nearly 10,000 Turkoman Yomuts lost their lives,
chilled the blood of their brethren on the south of
the Balkans The Russian position at Tchekishlar
was easily secured, and 1n fact no serious fight took
place during the whole time that the Russians had
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entered the country of the Yomuts, until the period
when they came into contact with the next Turkoman
tribes, namely, the Tekkes, who mhahit the country
eastward of the Yomuts, and who were at all times
noted for thewr strength, wealth, and courage At
the hands of the Tekke-Turkomans, particularly of
the Akhal section of them, the Russian army expe-
rienced more than one disagreeable surprse for
mmagining they had before them opponents Like the
Uzbegs, Sarts, and Tadjiks of the three khanates, or
Turkomans of the caste of Yomuts They awoke to
the consciousness of having to deal with a hardy race,
ready to fight and to defend their homes, i spite of
the inferiority of their arms

The history of the defeats of Lomakin, of the un-
successful attack of Lazareff, and of the heavy cost in
blood and money mcurred by the various Russian ex-
peditions, 1s too fresh in memory to be recalled here
again Thanks to the useful and well-known pubh-
cations of Charles Marvin, we may forego enumerating
the detauls of the siege and capture of Geok-Tepe by
Skobeleff 1n 1880  Suffice 1t to say, that courageous
and heroic as was the defence of the besieged Turko-
mans, who fought under the lead of Makhdum-Kulh
and Tekme Serdar, their two chueftains, the hardships
and privations the Russians had to endure, and the
extraordinary cool blood and doggedness they exhibited
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at that time, was in keeping with it Out of 40,000
Turkomans, huddled up in the fortress of Greok-Tepe,
6,500 bodies were found inside the fortress, 8,000
fugitives were slaughtered, many hundreds of women
and children were killed, so that nearly half of the
garnson perished  “Durmmg the actual assault and
in the subsequent pursuit, the infantry engaged fired
278,804 rounds, the cavalry 12,500, and the artl-
lery 5,864 rounds, 224 military rockets were also
expended ” (Marvin) With this successful stroke
aganst the Akhal-Tekke Turkomans, Russia had
almost entirely broken the strength and power of the
hitherto mostly dreaded nomads of Central Asia
Thanks to the effect of modern arms and to her
drilled army, she accomplished a feat nexther Djenghis
Khan nor Timur, or any of the Asatic conquerors
could boast of

The Turkomans, numbering about a milhon of
souls, justly enjoyed 1n antiquity, and do still at pre-
sent, the fame of bemng the best horsemen and the
most vahant warrors all over Asa. Having lived
amongst them m the very height of their indepen-
dence, and having had opportumty to witness their
daily hife and to study their character, I am bound to o
fully subscribe to the above quoted estimate of their
reputation. “ Allah first, then our horse and arms,
and then in the third place our famuly and relations,”
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is a common saying amongst them, and the care the
Turkoman bestows upon his horse and upon his arms
18 far superior to the tenderness he 15 m the habit of
showing to hus wife and children A proverb amongst
them says, “If you see a party attacking the house
of your father and mother, jom them in the plunder
and robbery,” and indeed, so utterly boundless 1s
their desire for forays, ba.ttles, and daring adventures,
that for want of a better opportumity they fall upon each
other, even for the sake of a very trifiing matter The
fatigue and hardship which these fellows can endure
18 most wonderful , not less their pluck and contempt
of death, and albeit they say that, “Try twice, and if
you do not succeed turn back the third time , ” 1t very
rarely occurs that the double attack of a Turkoman
should fail to obtamn the object m view As to the
dread they used to spread among the neighbourmg
nations, I will only quote one instance, of which I
myself was an eye-witness Having been asked one
day to bestow my blessing upon a party ready for a
foray, I took the rather curious fancy to jom the
fellows, and to be present at one of their engagements
Crossing the Grurgan, we entered the Persian tern-
Jory, I found myself side by side with the Serdar—
te, leading man. He spied with his eagle eyes mto
the environs around him, and his appearance alone
was sufficient to put a traveling company of Persians,
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consisting of about forty men, to a disgraceful flight
No wonder that these fellows became the dread and
terror, not only of all Persia, mto which they pene-
trated 1n small bands from a hundred to a hundred
and fifty miles mto the mterior, but also to the rest
of Central Asia, particularly to Bokhara, Khiva, and
to the very walls of Mammene “May you fall nto
the hands of the Turkoman,” was the most bitter
curse, and the saymng, “ Khouf-1-Turkmen”—: ¢ , fear
of the Turkoman, was able to chill the blood even of
the bravest of Asmatics, with the exception of the
Afghans, who frequently had proved an unequal
match for them

Such was the people vanquished by Skobeleff at
Greok-Tepe, such the enemy which Russia crushed
m the north of Persia, and the reader may easily
1magme how these feats of arms had raised the con-
sideration of Russia m the eyes of all the Asatics
First of all came admuration of the military strength
and valour of the White Padishah on the banks of the
Neva, who had surpassed 1 glory and greatness even
the names of Djenghis, Timur, and Nadir No less
deep was the impression of gratitude wrought m the
feelings of the Persians by the Russian success i the
steppes of the Turkomans Exposed for centuries 50"
the irruptions of these reckless nomads, the peaceful
and mdustrious inhabitants of Iran had vainly looked
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for asmstance to ther king and government, the
round tower of shelter erected on thewr fields could
afford but a temporary refuge, and the final redemp-
tion from the mveterate enemy and terrible plague
came only from the hand of a Chnstian ruler, from
Russia, which now was called the real redeemer of
half of Persia It will remain an ever deplorable fact,
that England, by whose civihising work so very many
Asiatics have been benefited hitherto, did not try to
anticipate her rval v this great work, considering
that she could have done 1t more easily and much
better As to Persia, rotten to the very core, the
misters of the Shah, when asked about their feehngs
for the services rendered by the Russians, 1mpu-
dently remarked, “ We did not mwvite the Muscovites
to dehiver us from the Turkomans, nor do we feel
particularly grateful to them for having done so ”
The feeling of the people, however, was widely
different  Along the whole route thiough Khorassan,
beginning from Shahrud, to Meshed and Sarakhs, but
more particularly m the districts adjoining the newly
acquired Russian termtory, namely m Kabushan,
Budjnurd, and Deregoz, people are now most anxious to
gxhibit their sympathies wath the northern conqueror
Russian dresses are becoming the fashion of the day,
Russian drinks get more and more mnto favour, every
man of note strives to learn the Russian language,
D
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and there is no exaggeration in saying that Russia
has already morally conquered the northern slopes of
the Kubbet Mountans to such an extent, that the
physical conquest 1s only & question of fime <

The next benefit Russia will derive from the sub-
jugation of the Akhal-Tekke Turkomans, will be found
m the strategical as well as commereial position she
gamned through her standing on the southern slopes
of the Kubbet Mountams, known 1n antiquity as the
country of the Parthians  Excepting the embouchures
of the Gurgan, the eastern shore of the Caspian Sea 1s,
as far as Kizil-Arvat, nothing but a dreary desert, a
sternle and an and country Cultivation, owing to
irngation carried from the mountain, begins only at
the last-named place But the more we advance east-
ward the richer becomes the soil, the more plentiful
is the water i the irngating canals, and the more
varied and luxurant are the products In fact, up to
the begmning of the thirteenth century, this country
was noted for its fertility and for its centres of
culture In antiqmty, the great commercial road
leading from the interior of Asa to the west, has
passed the southern slopes of the Kubbet Mountain
to the Caspian, and m spite of having been laid waste,
by the irruption of the Mongols, the places of Kahka
and Mehne, Abiverd, and some others, enjoyed a fair
amount of reputation up to the end of the seventeenth
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century. Nothing, therefore, is easier to surmise than
that Russia, being in the undisputed possession of
that rich country, will do all in her power to revive
the bygone period of culture The country could be
much more quickly colomsed and peopled than any
of her more recent acqusitions in Turkestan Russia
18 prompted to hasten the process of colonisation here,
m order to get a firm footing on the eastern shore of
the Caspian Sea, on the very spot which 1s calculated
to become the second lmk of connection in her great
chain of communication, runmng from the mterior of
Russia over the Black Sea, the Caucasus, and the Cas-
pan, to the outskirts of the Paropamisus It was mn
full recogmtion of thisimportant fact that the Caucasus
was bridged over by rail from Batoum to Baku, at the
cost of £9,000,000, and considering the extraordinary
increase of private and governmental ships on the
Caspian during the last twenty years, 1t was but
natural that the Russian government did not shun
the expense, but began, sumultaneously with the con-
quest of Turkomania, the construction of the Trans-
caspian railway, which until quite recently, starting
from Mikhailofsk on the Balkan Bay, stretched
gver 144 miles to Kizil-Arvat, mvolving a cost of
£648,000

The heavy blow inflicted, Russia’s first care was
to pacify the country, and to show to the Turkomans

D2
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that the Czar was not only able to strike hard, but
that he also possessed the power to heal the wounds,
to show mercy, and to become a kind-hearted father
of hus subjects  Skobeleff, the origmator of th® mas-
sacre, and the dreaded exterminator of the Turko-
mans, was recalled from the scene of his bloody action
and replaced by Greneral Rohrberg, a Germano-
Russian officer noted for his admimistrative faculties,
and evidently the best man to represent the bemgnant
rays of the sun after the frightful storm which had
swept over the Akhal country He began by allurmg
the large masses of fugitives which were dispersed m
every duection of the less accessible sands in the
north of the Karakum, invited them to re-occupy
therr former places, petted and encouraged them
to go on with therr usual work, promising, and
giving too, all kinds of assstance, they were only
asked to give up the axms they had concealed, and to
keep quiet under the new order of things which
awaited them, The returning Akhal-Tekke Turko-
mans presented the most pitiful aspect of dreary
desolation and bewilderment, the greater portion of
their property was lost and scattered , more than half
of their cattle had perishedin the desert The hag.
gard-looking and terror-stricken nomads, happy to
save the last resources cf existence, were certainly
the best material out of which the first nucleus of
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Russian peaceful subjects i the desert could be
formed

The Government did all 1n 1ts power to attract the
sympathies of these poor wretches, but the Muscovite
soldiery could not be restrained from pillaging to the
last these half-naked inhabitants of the formerly
flourishing Akhal country Carpets, rugs, trinkets,
jewellery, particularly arms inlaid with gold and silver,
rich harnesses and saddles, went m loads beyond the
Caspian and the Caucasus to Russia, and so great was
the booty carried away from the desert, and sold n
the various Russian towns, that part of 1t even
reached Hungary, and the writer of these lmes had
an opportunity of buymng m Buda-Pesth carpets, em-
broideries, and jewellery, the former property of Turko-
man women The merchant who offered these wares
for sale, a Caucasian, who took part mn the war, an
eye-witness of the Russian depredations, remarked
boastfully—* Sir, we have paid back to those rascals
the many hundred years’ cruelties and robberes, a
part of them we have sent to hell, and the remaining
part we have left fukit-i-pukit (naked and wretched),
giving them full time and opportumty to ruminate
qver the greatness of the white Czar, who 1s of quite
a dufferent cast from the cowardly Kadjar n Teheran
And indeed the Jukhi-i-pukht Turkomans submitted
m the full sense of the word, and had to begmn a life
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to which certamly they had not been accustomed
hitherto The ew1l most sensibly felt was the ex-
ceedingly thinned ranks of the male population, and
I hear from quite recent travellers that polygamy,
hitherto scarcely known amongst Turkomans, has
become an 1mperative necessity, and that, in order to
provide for widows and gurls matrimomally inclined,
one Turkoman has to take frequently from six to
eight wives, a burden exceeding his means of sub-
sistence, poverty bemg the natural consequence of
this anomaly



CHAPTER IV

FROM ASHKABAD TO VERV

As to the Russians, they chose Ashkabad, a word
hterally meaming #ie abode of love, for the new centre
of admimstration It became the gathering place of
the leading officers as well as of the mercantile world,
following 1 the track of the mvading army The
merchants, mostly Caucasians, Mohammedans and
Christian Armemans, able to converse with the Turko-
mans—for the Turkish spoken by the Turkomans
differs but shghtly from the dialect spoken in the
Caucasus—were decidedly the best means of communi-
cation between the natives and the foreign eon-
queror They could penetrate unmolested even to
the far outlymng parts of the Akhal country, for the
Turkoman, once vanquished and sincerely submitting,
would not touch any of the sohtary travellers These
x.nercha.ni;s enlarged upon the greatness and might of
the Russians, spoke of the charty of the Czar, and
bridged over smoothly and quetly the wide gulf
existing but a short time ago between the dreaded
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Russ and the Turkoman As to commercial affairs,
they were 1n the beginning ummportant, and most of
the customers camefrom the ranks of the Russian army,
but gradually the Turkomans, too, began to purchase
sundry articles, and 1 particular took very quickly to
the shops of the spint-vendors, whose trade soon
became most flourishing  In the course of two years
six different whisky distilleries were opened i Ash-
kabad and the adjacent country , and so rapid was the
spread of European civilisation & /z Russe, that even
playmg-cards, known formerly under the name of
“the koran of the Muscovites,” had found therr way
to the tent of the simple Turkoman

Of other phases of the new era of civilisation I
will not speak suffice to mention that the Twko-
mans very soon delighted n wearing big brass medals
on their breasts and adorning their shoulders with
epaulettes, and only the female population and the
older people were anxious to retan their ancient
national character, and avoid any closer intercourse
with the foreign conqueror  Kismet, 2 ¢, fate, or
properly speaking, an absolute rehance upon the
decrees of the Almghty, proved anew its efficacy,
and all the more natural was this effect with the
Turkomans, whose national bard, called Makhdum-
Kuli, predicted nearly a hundred years ago the
events which had just now come mto fulfilment
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In a poem entitled “The End of the World,” the
Turkoman poet relates, in lus plam but impressive
language, how the towns and countries (of course
withig the sphere of his geographical information)
will perish, how the various nations will disappear off
the face of the earth, and at the end of his poem he
says
“It 18 the Russ who will engulf the Moslem world,
Whilst the Russ will be swallowed by the Anti-Chust ”

But let us return to Ashkabad This place,
made the centre of the Russian admimnistration, as
well as of the new cultural and commercial move-
ment, very soon attracted not only those Turkomans
who were already under the sway of the Russians,
but also such members of that commumty as still
enjoyed therr independence—I mean to say Turko-
mans from Merv, from the Tedjend oasis, nay, even
from the Salor and Sark tribes, who, prompted
partly by curiosity, partly by trading purposes, re-
sorted to this place in order to see the new master
of the country I can fully imagmme the surprse
of these Turkomans upon finding themselves safe
Jn the very midst of the dreaded conquerors, for
a.ccordmg to therr own notions of the mutual rela-
tions between belhgerents, the only chance that could
have awaited a foreigner would have been death or
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slavery I say the surprise must have been extraor-
dinary, 1t discarded all fear, nay, turned to a certan
extent mto sympathy for the new cause.

It was Merv, m particular, that sent aelarge
contingent of trading and sight-seemng guests to Ash-
kabad! Merv, the head-quarters of the yet mndepen-
dent and larger portion of the Tekke Turkomans, for
1t must be borne in mind that whilst the number
of the Akhal-Tekke Turkomans 1s computed to be
about 150,000 souls, that of the Merv-Tekkes 1s
estimated at 250,000 T spoke about sight-seers
from Merv, but I must add at the same time, that
the Russians were no less anxious to get a peep at
Merv, and to see the “ Queen of the World,” this
bemng the pompous fatle given to the miserable heap
of rums by Omental writers In antiquity, or pro-
perly speaking during the pre-Mongohan era, Merv
really was a great centre of culture and trade 1 this
outlymg part of Persia, and old Arab geographers
speak of hundreds of gates, of hundreds of mosques,
of thousands of palaces, baths, of miles of bazaars, of
spacious caravansaries, etc, for which Merv was
famous  Abstracting the poetical flavour of Orental
geographers, we may assume that Merv had really,
been a large town m bygone times, for, situated on
the banks of the Murghab nver, and richly watered,
it was the best halting place for caravans trading
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between Bokhara and Persia But 1ts splendour,
as I said before, has long since passed away, the
army of Djenghus turned 1t 1nto & heap of rums, and
all later efforts to rebwld 1t have proved hopeless and
futile

Yet Russia, always alive to her mterests, very well
knew what Merv was worth Soon after having
settled at Ashkabad, she coveted 1t, for 1t was m
her hne of policy, and only to avoid the charge
of greediness she thought 1t adwisable to adopt
quiet measures and to feign moderation In the
begmmng the rumour was propagated that Merv,
having been m olden times an integral part of the
khanate of Khiva, which had been really the case,
ths last stronghold of the Turkomans would be handed
over to the Khan of Khiva, and 1t was even added
that the Turkomans themselves were longing after
ther former state of suzeramty to the khanate on the
lower course of the Oxus Iread this news n a Per-
s1an paper,and was highly amused at the mgenious 1dea
the Russians entertamed, of usimng the Khan of Khiva
as a catspaw m the troublesome affar of Merv
Soon afterwards this rumour turned out to be untrue
Rohrberg was removed on grounds which have 1e-
mamed unknown to us, and General Komaroff took
his place, the latter a genwme Russian of unadul-
terated Muscovite extraction, a man certamly fitter
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for the task of throwing out the line and hook in the
dark waters of Turkoman affairs than the aforesaid
German officer, who, 1n spite of his long services to
the Czar, must have retamed too much of European
honesty to work successfully in the Asiatic gangway
of plots and intrigues

To wus, the lookers on from a distance, the rela-
tions between Ashkabad and Merv weie utterly un-
known, and we were prepaled for a sohid resistance
on the part of the Mervians The Russian authorities
at Ashkabad, however, had a better imnsight into that
matter They saw the contmually mcreasing number
of Mervians commg to Ashkabad for shoppng, and
the 1dea naturally cccurred to them to persuade these
people that, if they hiked, the Russian merchants
themselves would come to Merv, and bring with them
the goods they had a hankering after ~Whether the
Turkomans of Merv agreed to that act of politeness
we do not decidedly know, but 1t 1s a fact that a
caravan was soon got ready, and started i February,
1882, for Merv, not, however, before Fazil Beg, an
Uzbeg of Khiva, Russiamsed m consequence of hus
repeated journeys to Russia, had been sent to explore
the place, and to secure protection for the caravan

Albkhanoff, known by lus family name Avarsk,
which means an Avar, a tribe of the Daghestan, was
at the head of this caravan He belonged to that
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class of Russan officers who, without forsaking
their religion, become thoroughly Russiamsed, partly
through the education they get and partly through
long ntercourse with their fellow-officers By placing
an ““off,” which corresponds with the Enghsh “son,”
at the end of therr names, they adopt the Russian
nationality officially, and combming, as they do, a
smattermg of European education with Asatic as-
tuteness, they gemerally turn out very clever men,
and have often rendered essential se1vices to the Rus-
sian State. Such Russiamised Tartars were, amongst
others, Velikhanoff, the famous traveller n Kashgar,
the Naziroffs, Tahiroffs, Muratoffs, ete, and such 1s
the Russianised Kalmukian Dondukoff Korsakoff,
who, 1 spite of parading his French eloquence, had a
Kalmukian grandfather, Donduk Korsak

As to the biography of Alikhanoff, whose fame has
recently spread all over the western world, I would
refer the reader to Charles Marvin’s “The Russians at
the Gates of Herat,” a cleverly written book, full of
information gathered from Russian sources  Suffice 1t
to say that Alkhanoff went i the disguise of a
trader, and, acting as the interpieter and clerk to the
Russian merchant Kosikh, he succeeded m cntering
Merv, and was, together with lus Russian colleagues,
pretty well received by Makhdum-Kuli Khan, the
very Turkoman chieftain who led the defence of
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Geok-Tepe, and escaping, together with Tekme Serdar,
has since, by dint of Russian gifts, entirely changed
his mind by becoming a secret friend of his former
deadly enemy As to the wares the so-called Rus-
sian traders brought with them, they must have
been disposed of 1n a way not dissimlar to that used
nearly forty years ago by Conolly on his journey
across the country of the Yomuts, with this only dif-
ference, that whilst the Brmtish officer tried to buy
lis way through plundering nomads, the Rusman
traders 1n disguise aimed at, and succeeded, in pur-
chasing a place of strategical and commercial import-
ance, with the sole object of hoodwinking Europe
and more particularly England '

After having remained a fortmight in Merv, the
pseudo-merchants returned safely to Ashkabad, taking
with them the conviction that Merv would not have to
be bought with torrents of blood like Geok-Tepe,
and that 1t wanted only some time and patience to
make the half-nipe apple drop nto the lap of the
Russian Emperor  Among the acqmsitions made by
Alikhanoff, belongs the promise of Makhdum-Kuh
Khan to be present at the coronation of the Emperor
Alexander IT at Moscow, where his presence greatly
raised the splendour of Oriental pageantry, affording
besides ample opportumity to the wild nomad to
relate wonders on his return among his countrymen
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of the pomp and the greatness of the White Padishah
on the Neva The splendour of the festivities he
saw dazzled his eyes and I can imagme how his ac-
counts, assisted by his Omental fancy, must have
roused his histeners to wonder and amazement
Whlst these meidents were gomng on, General
Komaroff also stretched out a feeler towards the
south-east of the Turkoman country, by sending
Col Muratoff fiom Ashkabad to the Tedjend oasis,
a distance of about 130 mules, partly in order to
prepare the march around the north-eastern frontiers
of Persia, partly, too, to serve as an outpost against
Merv, ninety miles distant, with the wview that,
should the amicable transactions fail, the Cossacks
might hurry to put an emphasis upon the Russian
declaration of love As matters turned out after-
wards, this precaution was justified In the begin-
ning of 1884 events 1 Merv were ripe for the swoop
Alikhanoff appeared, accompanied only by a few horse-
men and the hero of Geok-Tepe, at Merv, and
read before a public meeting the letter of Greneral
Komaroff he had brought with him, m which the
people of Merv were summoned to submit to the
Jule of Russia  On his alluding to his bemng able to
erEtpha.sxse lis summons with the Cossacks at the
Tedjend oass, the prmeipal Aksakals, or “ Grey-
beards,” mstantaneously set their seal to that omnous
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document  Ahkhanoff turned to Ashkabad, bring-
ing with hum four chiefs and twenty-four notables,
who took the oath of allegiance on the 6th of
February, 1884, i General Komaroff’s dréwing-
room M Hennn Moser, a Swiss traveller, who
happened to be present at that time at Ashkabad,
gave me some mteresting details about the hurry and
secrecy with which this act was accomphished

The Turkoman elders, mn order to please their
new masters, had brought amongst sundry presents
a few Persian slaves of both sexes, presents m
exchange for which they got sums of money, robes
of honour, and arms of European construction As
to these elders, the comedy of voluntary submission
was at an end, but not as to those other Turkomans
remaimng at Merv, whose allegiance had not yet been
bought over, and who would have shown strong resist-
ance to the so-called “ voluntary submission” 1f they
had been forewarned and m time prepared for an
effective resistance  As things stood, the sufficiently
numerous anti-Russian party was taken as 1t were by
surprise, they succeeded only m firmg a few shots
i the form of a protest, and, although several thou-
sands of them attacked the Russians under the lead, of
Kadjar Khan, they weie at once repulsed and routed
Kadjar Khan took refuge m Afghan terntory, his
adherents tacitly submitted, and the Russian army
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occupied, on the 16th of March, the Kalai-Khurshid
Khan, erroneously called Europe Koshut Khan, m
one corner of which the Russians have since erected a
fort called Nikolayeffsk

Thus fell Merv, the “ Queen of the World ”—in
a European prosaic translation, a heap of rumns—into
the hands of Russia  Alikhanoff was raised to the
rank of a major, Makhdum-Kuli Khan was re-
warded by bemng appointed as the head of the Ted-
jend oasis, Komaroff got the order of the White
Eagle, and was made Governor-General of Trans-
caspia  Other participators were likewise distin-
guished, and 1n order to cap the chimax, Dondukoff
Korsakoff, the Governor-Greneral of the Caucasus, the
man who denounced the Treaty of Berlin as a piece of
music & la Offenback, very soon afterwards appeared
i Merv to proclamm to the  voluntarily submitting ”
Turkomans the great joy and satisfaction the White
Padishah at the Neva had evinced at this spon-
taneous act of s beloved Turkoman children
Ewidently knowng the gluttonous and greedy cha-
racter of these new members of the large Russian
family, the ex-Kalmuk Dondukoff was also the bearer
f a large quantity of brandy, of robes of honour, et ,
Which were distributed amongst the leading Turko-
mans The Court of St Petersburg even took an
active part in the so-called “voluntary submission”

E
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of the Mervians, for we read i the correspondence of
a Russian officer, published m the Twrkestan Gazette
of May, 1885, that the Empress sent a mchly em-
broidered dress, said to be her own needlewark, to
the widow of the late Nurverd: Khan, named Gul-
Djemal, 2 ¢, “ Beauty of the Rose,” a lady of great
mfluence amongst the Mervians, who had no httle
share m that “ voluntary submission ”

Summing up what we said i reference to the
Rusman acquisition of Merv, we may well conclude
with the remark that it was a clever stroke on the
part of the Cabmnet of St Petersburg to secure this
outlymg post of the Turkoman country, and that for
the following reasons —

1 By the annexation of Merv, and by subduing
the whole Tekke tribe, Russia has made nearly the
whole Turkoman nation her subjects The Turko-
man possessions could now be rounded off into one
compact body, and no further apprehension had
to be entertamed concernmng the enmity of the
people

2. The situation of Merv, mdway between Bok-
hara and Persia, offered the best means of communi-
cation between the newly lad down rallway on the,
eastern shore of the Caspian Sea, and the trading
route between the Zerefshan and eastern Persia
The news which has reached us lately referring to
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the connection of a railroad from Bokhara to Merv,
and to Sarakhs, must be looked upon as a natural
consequence of this central position. It had been
from 4mmemorial times a hghway between the
khanates and Persia, and Russia having done away
with the Turkoman nwsance, 18 almost sure to dramn
off the whole of the Central Asan trade to this
newly-planned channel

8 By rendering mnocuous any future hostile
movements of the Tekke-Turkomans 1n Merv, Russia
has removed any obstacle possibly arising on her
flanks at a time when she might mtend to move on
her mamn hne of commumecation from Sarakhs to-
wards Herat, and by domng so, she has successfully
mmtated all the Asiatic conquerors who burst forth
from Central Ama with the open ntention to attack
and conquer India Just as Alexander the Great
secured the old Margluana (Merv) before entering
the Afghamstan of to-day, m the same way we find
the army of Djenghis occupymg and destroymg
Merv before 1t entered Herat The same thing was
done by Timur, the Uzbeg Sheibam Khan, and
Nadir Shah It was therefore qute 1 accordance
snth the prieiples of strategy, that Alexander III
possessed himself of Merv to further hus ulteror
plans upon India Simlar to these views of mine
are the opwions of many other contemporary Enghsh

E2



52 THE COMING STRUGGLE FOR INDIA

writers on that subject, and for the sake of endorse-
ment I shall quote the following authorities —
General Sir Edward Hamley, undoubtedly one
of the greatest living authorities on mihtary $opies,
said amongst other things, “The one advantage
of the possession (of Merv) 1s that the caravan
route passing Bokhara to Meshed and the imteror,
and that from India by Herat to Central Asia, lie
through Merv But that i1t was once a centre of
great prospenty, 15 proved by the fact that the re-
mans of four great cifies exist there, the inhabit-
ants of the last of which weie driven out by the
semi-barbarians about a century ago Under Rus-
sian rule that prosperity will revive, the lands will
once more teem with the crops to which nothing
13 wanting but good husbandry, and, when once
agam become populous and fertile, 1t will form a
secondary base agamnst the Afghan frontier In
the meantime 1t closes the gap aforesaid, and as soon
as Russia lays down her frontier line, the whole of
that vast empire, from the Baltic to the Danube,
thence along the Black Sea, across the Caucasus to
the Caspian, along the Persian frontier to Merv and
Turkestan, and so on to Sibema, will he m a ring
fence This 15 the power which 1s now separated
from a frontier which, presumably, we cannot allow
her to overstep, by a border land which 1s a barrer



FROM ASHKABAD TO MERV 53

m no sense, and which I will endeavour brefly to
describe ”

Colonel Valentine Baker wrote on s return
from she Perso-Turkoman frontier m 1878 “ Merv,
with 1ts water commumication nearly complete, hes
only 240 miles from Herat, to which place 1t 1s the
key There can be no doubt that Merv 1s the
natural outwork of Herat, with the advantage of
water supply all the way between the two cities
Strategically, the Russian occupation of Merv would
be, so to say, the formation of a lodgment on the
glacis of Herat It would place Herat completely at
her merey ”

Sir Charles Macgiegor wrote m 1875  “ There 1s
no doubt 1n my mind that the real danger lies m our
permitting the Russians to concentrate unopposed at
Merv, which 1s quite within coup de mawn distance of
Herat, and 1t 15 m this fact that the value of Merv
to the Russians lies Once place Herat beyond the
posstbihity of a coup de mawn, and I cannot 1magme
the astute statesmen of Russia peisisting m the occu-
pation of an 1solated spot m the desert, the mainten-
ance of which must cost a great deal ”

. Fmally, we may quote the words of Charles
Marvin, written m February, 1884  The conquest
of Merv 15 something more than the annexation of a
sand-desert oasis It means the complete junction of
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the mihitary forces of the Caucasus and Turkestan
It means, with the annexation of Akhal, the absorp-
tion of 100,000 of the best irregular cavalry m the
world, at a week’s march from the city of Herst. It
means the meeting, for the first time, of the Cossack
and the Afghan It means the complete enclosure of
Khiva withm the Russian Empire, and the reduction
of Bokhara from the mdependent position of a border
state to the dependence of an incorporated province
It means the enclosure of more than 200,000 square
miles of territory, and the addition to the Russian
Empire of a region as large as France It means the
completion of the conquest of the Central Asan
deserts, and the commencement of the annexation of
the great fertile mountan region of Persia and Af-
ghamstan It means the dehiberate occupation of a
strategical pomt, fraught with political entangle-
ments of such a widespread nature that, whether
Russia desire 1t or not, she will be mewitably led,
unless forestalled or checked by England, to Meshed,
to Herat, to Balkh, and to Kabul And she will not
remain there She will continue her swift advanee
untl she trrumphantly lays down her Cossack border
alongside the Sepoy line of India

I could easmly add other statements by Enghsh
and foreign authorities on that subject, but I suppose
I have succeeded mn proving that Merv, although
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actually a heap of ruins, haunted by reckless robbers
and lawless bands, 15 by no means that worthless
prece of sand deseribed by optmistic pohticians, for
if the sand be removed there may be found a precious
jewel of military and commercial importance beneath
the arid crust.



CHAPTER V

ENGLAND’S POLICY IN THE FACE OF RUSSIAN
CONQUESTS

WE have followed hitherto the history of Russian
conquests from Tashkend to Merv  'We have given
a succinet account of the vared events, without inter-
rupting our relation by a side glance upon the atti-
tude which the partly mediate, partly mmmediate,
neighbours have maimntamed durmg the whole course
of Russian encroachment We shall now turn to
this question, and begin by showing the views ex-
hibited 1n England 1 the face of these emergencies
In England, where the hvehest interest ought to
have prevailed, nevertheless, we are sorry to re-
mark that crimmal indifference, coupled with utter
want of courage and lack of due appreciation of the
question, have marked the whole long process of her
diplomatic relations with Russia, as well as of the.
defensive steps taken n that direction

In the beginnmg, when the black cloud loomed
up in the north, there was a sufficient amount of
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anxiety, nay, even too much of it was shown con-
cerning the approachng danger of Russian aggres-
sion But, as 18 usually the case with a danger of
long* standing, the fire gradually slackened untl 1t
came quite recently to a final extinction, wrappmg
the wital interests of Great Brtamn in that ommous
darkness m which she 1s now actually groping
When, in the beginming of the present century,
Napoleon I umted with Russia, and the plan of
cripphng England thiough an attack on Inda first
appeared, the Anglo-Indian statesmen of that day
had shown sufficient vigour n grasping the import-
ance of the situation The building of the Enghsh
rule 1n India rested on a ricketty base, and the dange:
was serious, considering the intentions of the Emperon,
Paul I, made afterwards public through his auto-
graph letters directed to Primce Orloff, the chief of
the Cossacks (January 12, 1801) “The Enghsh are
preparmg to make an attack with then fleet and
army agamnst me and my allies, the Swedes and
Danes We must attack them ourselves, and that at
a spot where the blow should be felt most and be
least expected  From Orenburg to India there 1s but
three months’ (°) marchimg, and from us to Orenburg
one month—total, four months I place this expedi-
tion 1n your hands and those of your troops ~This
enterprise may procure glory for all of you, may
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obtamn wealth for us, and open a new outlet for the
disposal of our merchandise, thus striking at the
enemy’s heart ” And further on —* We must libe-
rate the natives (subject to England), as to the
soil 1t must be placed in the same dependence wpon
Russia m which 1t now 1s as to England, we must
take the entire commerce mto our hands” In the
letter of January 13, 1801, we read —*I send youa
new map of India, which enters quite into details.
On your march make sure of Bokhara for Russia, in
order that the Chinese may not get hold of 1t (W
Danewsky, ““ La Russie et L’Angleterre dans L’Asie
Centrale ” London, 1881, p 25)

To this kind of schemes, boldly conceived but
premature for execution, the mission entrusted to
Sir John Malcolm was a due and appropriate an-
swer This highly talented English statesman easily
succeeded 1n frustrating the effect of the French ms-
sions under Gardanne and Joubert, for the appearance
of Malcolm, furnished with rich means by the Indian
Government, was quite sufficient to baffle the efforts
of French and Russian diplomacy What Malcolm
began was vahantly continued by Sir Gore Ouseley,
and other subsequent British mimsters at the Court pf
Teheran Persia took nicely to the lesson of European
civibsation, the Crown Prince of Persia had a parti-
cular fancy for the English language, and the British
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officers employed to drll the Persian army m the
European style had answered beyond all expectation
For a time the tide of Persian sympathues for Eng-
land van very high, and naturally became the envy of
Russia A quarrel was soon pitched upon, which re-
sulted in the Perso-Russian war, the disastrous end
of which was the treaty of Turkman-chai, by which
the Casplan Sea was turned into a Russian lake, and
Persia was taught the lesson that Enghsh assurances
m times of anxiety were of no great value mn times
of distress No wonder, therefore, that the Shah’s
sympathies turned at once towards Russia, and Eng-
hsh mfluence from that time began rapidly to go
downwards As men 1n their proper places are apt
to work wonders, we must not be astonished that Sir
Henry Rawlmson succeeded during the time of his
mission to Persia mn restoring the lost prestige of
England m Teheran to its former place Bemng,
however, msufficiently supported by the Mmstry on
the Thames, ns ability came to nought, and he very
soon returned to Europe

Since that time England’s position 1 Persia has
always been a secondary one, compared with the
almighty and ubiquitous mfluence of Russia There
was no lack of gifted and zealous Enghsh ambas-
sadors, but what use 18 there m the official zeal of
smgle mdividuals, if the leading statesmen of the
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home Government are unable or unwilling to second
the aspirations of their representatives abroad Persia
was said to have become once and for ever unworthy
of the care bestowed on her, and, by giving uprevery
hope of winning her over to Western civilisation, she
was left alone, 1¢, 1n the fatal embraces of her
northern wooer.

Russia, finding her way unchecked n this part of
the Asatic world, very soon set to work to utihse
the favourable opportunity offered to her, by med-
dling with Afghamstan through Persia, as we had
occasion to allude to m our previous pages She thus
became the real cause of the first Anglo-Afghan war,
for, whatever may have been the reasons of the dis-
pute between Dost Mohammed Khan and Lord
Auckland, the former certamnly would not have ven-
tured to enter publicly upon hostilities with Great
Britamn, whose power and greatness he knew so well,
if Russia, by her secret and pubhe missions, had not
fomented his hatied and encouraged the otherwise
cautious ruler of Afghanistan to measme swords with
England During this first Anglo-Afghan war the
Enghsh pohcy of wigilance agamnst Russia had
reached 1ts chmax As I previously remarked, it.
went even beyond the proper hmts, for the Russian
outposts stood at that time very, very far from any
pomnt that might have been styled the gate of India
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But, alas! 1t 15 with States as 1t 15 with mmdividuals
in the ordinary concerns of hfe Extraordmarily
vigorous actions are almost inevitably followed by re-
actiore, the excessive English vigilance mnaugmated by
the somewhat rash policy of Lord Auckland gradually
turned mto carelessness and mndifference, from the
time following the conclusion of the disastrous first
Afghan campaign The bleaching bones of the Eng-
hsh soldiers left beyond the Kheiber Pass, the unex-
ampled treachery, cruelty, and savageness of the
Afghan opponent, seem to have left an indelible
mpression on the mmds of the Enghsh Add to
this the accounts of the horrible murder of Stoddait
and Conolly m Bokhara, and you will understand
pretty well the detestation and scorn the Enghsh
mamfested of all matteis connected with Afghan and
Central Asia m general Oh yes! we can under-
stand, but not justify this aveision, for any other
European power better qualified to deal with the
Asatics than the English are, would certanly have
avorded the catastrophes connected with this cam-
paign, and even 1f visited by musfortune, would not
allow herself to be scared away altogether ~Look at
I}ussm In spite of defeats by the score, she did not
relax m her arduous work m the Caucasus until the
most maccessible gorges of rocks were cleared, and
her victorious banner was made to float over all the
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Caucasus Smmilar proofs of her perseverance she
gave m her fights against the Turkomans, when, three
times repulsed with severe wounds she agam drew
the sword, and did not give i until the enemvy was
crushed and the Akhal-Tekkes were lymg at her feet
Of the reasons of this yielding spmnt of the Enghsh
we shall speak hereafter suffice to say here, that the
epoch of Enghsh imdifference concermng Russia’s
dealngs 1 Central Asia dates from this period
Such 18 the official tone that prevailed, with shght
mterruptions since that time, m Downing Street as
well as on the Hoogly, and 1if the individual views of
certain mmsters and leading statesmen occasionally
proved an exception to this rule, the exception and
the 1solated facts proceeding from 1t are not sufficient
m themselves to alter the whole lmne of premeditated
policy

Thus, many persons will find 1t rather surprising
that Lord Palmerston could have feigned mdifference
to the Rusman conquest of Tashkend, conmdermg
his views expressed as follows m a letter wntten
to Lord Clarendon, July 31, 1851 —“The pohey
and practice of the Russian Government has always
been to push forward its encroachments as fast and
as far as the apathy or want of firmness of other
Governments would allow 1t to go, but always to
stop and retire when 1t was met with decided

-
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resistance, and then to wait for the next favourable
opportumty to make another spring on 1ts mtended
viclim In furtherance of this pohcy, the Russian
policy has always had two strings to its bow—
moderate language and dismterested professions at
St Petersburg and at London, active aggression by
1ts agents on the scene of operations If the aggres-
s1ons succeed locally, the St Petersburg Government
adopts them as a fast accomplh which 1t did not
mtend, but cannot 1 honour recede from If the
local agents fail, they are disavowed and recalled, and
the language previously held 1s appealed to as a proot
that the agents have overstepped their mstructions
This was exemphfied 1n the treaty of Unkiar-Skeless,
and n the exploits of Sumomtch and Vitkowitch m
Persia  Orloff succeeded m extortmng the treaty of
Unkiar-Skeless: from the Turks, and 1t was 1epre-
sented as a sudden thought, suggested by the eircum-
stances of the time and place, and not the result of
any previous mstructions, but, having been done, 1t
could not be undone On the other hand, Simon-
itch and Vitkovitch failed 1 getting possession of
Herat, m consequence of our vigorous measures of
Jresstance, and as they had falled they were dis-
avowed and recalled, and the language previously
held at St Petersburg was appealed to as a proof of
the smeerity of the disavowal, although no human
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being with two 1deas in hus head could for a moment
doubt that they had acted under specific mstrac-
tions ”

It 1s, therefore, beyond every doubt that 1y spite
of outspoken anti-Russian feelings, and notwith-
standing the Crimean war, a costly and quite object-
less undertaking, the attitude of British statesmen 1n
relation to Russian encroachments i Central Asia has
had, from the first, that mark of lemency, mdecision,
and 1rresolution which has unfortunately prevailed up
to the present time Here and there we may have
noticed an effervescence, a dublous rushing into
action, but very soon abating, and always lame and
without results n the end Thus we find that during
the whole conquest, from Tashkend to Bokhara,
scarcely a voice was raised agamst advancing Russia
The pubhec mind of England was swayed by her
humanitanian swindling , and whenever the writer of
these lines demonstrated the danger which was sure
to arise out of the Russian advance to India, he was
mostly pooh-poohed by the leading organs of both
parties, nay, even rebuked for attempting to check
the bemgnant work of civilhisation, and the great
blessing which Russia was to bestow upon ba.rba.rous
and fanatic Central Asia

It was only in 1869, when the outposts of the
Czar had reached the Oxus, that a considerable
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amount of uneasmess began to preval m the
optimistic circles of Great Britam. Prince Gort-
schakoff having been asked by Lord Clarendon
about sthe ulterior plans of Russia, gave full assur-
ance that his sovereign, the Czar, looked upon Af-
ghamstan as completely outside the sphere withm
which Russia might be called upon to exercise her
mnfluence  For a certan time this restriction of the
Muscovite sphere was faithfully observed, the Cabmet
of St. Petersburg abstamned from crossmg the Oxus,
m the north of Afghanistan, but four years later,
nevertheless, she crossed the same river in the north
of Khiva  After she declared war agamst the last-
named country, England, alarmed at the magmtude
of the prepaiations, again ventured to modestly ask
what this meant The answer of Russia was to the
effect that the expedition dispatched agamst Khiva
would be but averylittle one, 1t would tonsist of simply
four and a half battalions, with the purpose merely
and solely to pumsh acts of brigandage, 1t being very
far from the intentions of the Czar to take possession
of Khiva, and that positive orders had been 1ssued to
the contrary This hittle army consisting of four and

a half battalions, consisted 1n reality of 53 compamnies
of mfantry, 925 sotmas of Cossacks, 54 guns, 6 mor-
tars, 2 mitrailleuses, 5 rccket divicions, and 19,200
camels, with a complement of about 14,00 men.
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The British statesmen of the day, beheving obsti-
nately 1 the story of four and a half battalions, did
not find the shadow of anything suspicious 1 Rus-
sia’s domngs, and when the ambassador of the Khan
of Khiva appeared at Simla, where he was sent to
implore the assistance of the British, he was told by
the then Governor-General, Lord Northbrook, that
the Queen was exceedingly sorry for the dispute
which had arsen between the Khan and the Russian
Czar, and that the best the Khivans could do was
to make peace with the Russian Emperor and submut
to his dictation

Well, Khiva submitted , Russia got her foot on
the left bank of the Oxus, and, m spite of all self-de-
lusions, the uneasiness of England about Russian coter-
minousness with Afghanistan grew apace The inten-
tion of safe-guarding the limits of the country inter-
vening between England and Russia was mn existence,
but not the adequate will and power to obtamn a
desirable solution Whilst walking i the avenues
of Baden-Baden, Lord Clarendon and Prince Gort-
schakoff were quite happy to stumble over the new
1dea of a neutral zone to be made out of Afghamstan,
a sort of buffer which was sure to prevent any future
collisions , for hus Majesty, the Czar, gave hus sacted
promuses to fully respect the neutrality of the country
of the Afghans, and Englsh optimists, asking for
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nothing better than a loophole to escape through,
were quite happy at this arrangement

But the Czar 1s at the far distance in the north,
and hu representative at Tashkend happened to have
such notions of Afghan neutrality as were entirely
different from those of his master ~Whalst the Eng-
lish were enjoyng the full beatitude of the peaceful
arrangement made with then northern rival, this very
representative of the Czar was indefatigable 1 send-
g secret missions and correspondences to the Emir
of Kabul, 1n which the latter was told of the great
mterest the people of Russia took m his fate, and
particularly how they pitied hum for having become
the victim of English despotism, treachery, and egot-
1sm  Of these Russian dullets douz but very httle has
transpired 1n Europe , but their effect was clearly and
unmistakably visble 1 the behaviour of the late
Shir Al Khan, a prince of tolerably good disposition,
and certamnly far superior to the present ruler of
Afghamstan, but who, soured by the 1rresolute pohicy
of the Viceroy of India at the time he was strug-
gling hard for hus throne agamst vaious compe-
titors, Just wanted the above-mentioned secret encou-
ragement and this continual goading from Tashkend
‘n® order to become the declared enemy of Great
Britain, as he afterwards proved

‘We have no space here to dwell at any length

F 2
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upon the main causes of the second Afghan war,
nor shall we enter into the discussion of whether 1t
was the short-sightedness of the Conservatives i
England, or the rashness of Lord Lytton, which
precapitated that bloody campaign  But we can-
not abstamn from remarking that Shir Al was by
no means the mnocent lamb he 1s represented to
be by the Iaberal politicians of Great Britam
Left to s own fate through the prmeciples of
“ masterly mactivity,” and getting, through his own
efforts, upon the musnud of Kabul, the subsidies he
got m the shape of presents from Calcutta were
utterly mefficient fo make this man a staunch ally
of England He was always sulky and always
hankering after an increase i the subsidies, for he
was more greedy than the rest of the Afghans, and,
having been secretly spurred and pushed from Tash-
kend, 1t was but quite natural that the good under-
standing between him and Great Britamn should have
turned out a failure, that the meetings at Amballah
and Simla proved unsuccessful, and that the second
Afghan war was an unavoidable consequence of this
long tension

The hstory of the arnval of the Russian
mission under Stolyetoff at Kabul, and the refusal
of the Emir to receive the British mission, are
too fresh 1 memory to requre any reiteration.
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Through the secret correspondence discovered m the
citadel of the Afghan capital, we even got a copy of
the treaty concluded between Shir Al and General
Kauffntann, an official document embodying ten stipu-
lations, and evidently showing that Russia had for a
long time back prepared the ground for her dealings
with Afghamstan, i spite of the officially-acknow-
ledged neutrality of that country Of course, m
excuse of these secret dealings Russa says she was
compelled to do so 1n consequence of the appearance
of the British fleet before Constantinople durmng the
late Turko-Russian war She now feigns perfect
mnocence, but who i the world would not look
through these crafty machmations, and become
convinced hy these indubitable facts of the un-
paralleled treachery brought into action against
England ®

And, strange to say, there still 1s a class of poli-
ticians who do not view matters i this hght The
war aganst Afghamstan went on with varied for-
tune, the country was subdued nearly as far as to
the Hilmend Shir Al Khan died, and was suc-
ceeded by hus son, Yakoob Khan, and he agam had
just, been deposed from his throne and nterned in
Murree, for having conmved at the treacherous
murder of Sir Lows Cavagnar and the Enghsh
mission at Kabul, when soon afterwards, m the
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spring of 1880, the Liberals returned to power
England, and soon began to change entirely the Line
of pohcy pursued by their predecessors  As 1s pretty
well known, the main and prineipal am of the Con-
servative Mimstry 1 gomg to war against Afghan-
wstan, was to secure a scientific frontier in the place
of the former unscientific, 2 e, unsafe, and unrehable
one The scientific frontier may be designated, if we
say that 1t was to have comprised a line of country
extending from the Kheiber to Quettah, including the
Kheiber and Mishm passes, as well as other defiles,
leading from Indianto Afghamstan, together with the
Kuram, Siby, and Pishin, 1 order to obtan, as Sn
Henry Rawlmnson very justly remarked, a strong,
friendly, and independent power 1 the north-west of
India, without being obliged to accept any crushing
Labihties m return By the treaty of Gunddmuk,
this scientific fiontier was secured  Kabul, with the
whole of Afghamstan, reaching to the left bank of
the Oxus, had to fall back into the hands of the Emir,
and the retention or evacuation of Kandahar was the
only question yet left to be decided The Liberals
not only made up their minds very soon to evacuate
the last-named place, but were foolish enough to give
up the whole scientific frontier, so dearly bought
by the precious hves of thousands, and at the cost
of more than £20,000,000 of money In order to
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obliterate any trace of the work done by their prede-
cessors, they tore up the ras lad down m the
direction of Pishin, forsook all those Afghans who
had joined the cause of the Enghsh, and exhibited
an almost mcomprehensible fanatical desire to anm-
hilate even the shghtest results obtammed by the
second Afghan war

As a foreigner T must naturally abstam fiom
entering too deeply mto the mtrcacies of Enghsh
party-hife, but with all my firm 1esolution I cannot
suppress the remark that, if the Liberal polhticians of
Great Britan had adopted up to this pomt the pohey
of “masterly mactivity ” agamnst aggressive Russia,
they have since changed that device mto one of
“masterly imbecihity,” for whilst they were evacuating
Kandahar, against the clear and expressed opmions of
mihitary and political authorties, such as Lord Napier
of Magdala, General Roberts, Colonel Malleson, Gene-
ral Sir Edward Hamley, Lord Lytton, Sir Richard
Temple, and a host of others, their Russian friend was
steadily making his way across the Turkoman country
towards the Paropamisus mountams Mr Charles
Marvin 1s, therefore, quite night mn illustrating thas
faet 1 his above quoted book as follows — Just
before the evacuation of Kandahar took place, a
clever caricature was published in Russia, entitled,
‘England and Russia mn Central Asia’ This repre-
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sented two feet, one, Enghsh shod, stepping off a
piece of ground marked ¢ Afghanistan,” and another,
encased m a big Russian boot, advancing closely
upon 1t, with the evident mtention of adminwtering
a kick to the retiring party ” Of the sweidal policy
of evacuating Kandahar we shall speak hereafter,
but will only add by the way, that the Kandahar
people themselves weie no less averse to the evacua-
tion than the Enghsh public at large Admitting
that there have been, and always will be, fanatics 1n
Mohammedan communities, 1t must not be lost sight
of that a large majority of Kandaharees, and particu-
larly the Tadpk and Parsivan portion, are a trading
and industrious people, who preferred the settled
rule, order, and justice, mtroduced by the Enghsh,
to the despotism of rapacious Afghan Serdars, and
they not only regretted the departure of the British,
but I remember having read a kasideh (poem) in

prase of their new rulers, and bewalhng their having
been left by them



CHAPTER VI

RUSSIA’S DESIGNS UPON HERAT.

Havine succeeded 1 undong entirely the work of
their predecessors, the party in power m England
since 1880 have been afforded ample opportumity to
become convinced of the gross mistakes into which
they had rushed But, alas! blindness, a great mis-
fortune with single individuals, 1s certamnly far more
disastrous 1 the case of a large body, and, particu-
larly 1f that large body 1s entrusted with the conduct of
the affairs of a powerful State such as Great Britain
Whilst publicly clinging, with rare obstmacy
worthy of a better cause, to the soundness of ther
views, they seemed to have been secretly very often
roused from their slumbers of delusive security As
the Russian columns proceeded along the Kubbet
mountains, 1n the north of Persia, the leading statesmen
1 London were more than once seized by feehngs
of restlessness Interpellations, couched i polite
and considerate language, were sent to St Peters-

burg, wheie particular care was taken not to ofend

i
L]
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the dear friends on the Thames Such pohte but
meaningless answers were vouchsafed at the time
when Russia rectified her frontier on the Gurgan
with Persia  Of a similar tenor was the excus8 sent,
after the Russian victory at Geok-Tepe, and who
does not remember the glorous tidings Sir Charles
Dilke brought to the House of Commons, announcing
that the Czar, m order to allay the apprehensions of
the British, had recalled General Skobeleff from the
scene of his heroic exploits, and that henceforwaid not a
smgle step would be made towards the east, for 1t was
solely and exclusively the intention of the Czar to
chastise the reckless Turkoman robbers, and to put an
end to that horrible man-stealng occupation of these
lawless tribes Humanitarian England exulted with
joy thereat, and those who ventured to view things
m a different hight were stigmatised as reckless bar-
barans A short pause setin , but with the msatiable
earth-hunger of Russia, who, as we related, very soon
stretched out a feeler towards Merv, the party could,
unfortunately, but a very short time enjoy their rest

At the Russian plea that the last named place
had voluntarly submitted, even the staunchest be-
hevers in Muscovite promises began to shake thejr
heads Merv was the last straw which broke the
back of the British mmsterial camel, and poor Sir
Edward Thornton in St Petersburg had the worst
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of it, for he had to keep up an mcessant running from
the Czar to Ghers and from Ghers to the Czar At
one moment he got a despatch from London to ask
for an explanation concerning the seizure of Merv
The Czar gives a decided demal to the statement,
vowing that he never had the shghtest mtention of
taking Merv, and that he will never take 1t Sir
Edward telegraphs home the reassuring answer of
s Russian Majesty, but, on hearing a statement to
the contrary fiom London, he has to inquire agam,
and now he learns how displeased and angry his
Russian Majesty was with his generals on the
frontier, who always act m disobedience to hus orders,
causing so many, many worries to im  The poor
Czar 1s really the most troubled man m the world,
but, as a good-natwed ruler, he ultimately gives m,
and not only retamns the object of vexation, but
bestows even honours upon those who have trespassed
upon his forbearance This has been the history
and process of many Russian annexations in Asia, 1t
would have proved equally efficacious with Merv, had
it not been for the fact that this was the last drop
which filled to overflowing the cup of Russian hes and
breaches of faith This fact startled even the most
ophimistic politicians on the Thames The flood of
Enghsh diplomatic despatches to St Petersburg
went on swelling, the machmery m Downing Street
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was worked at a high steam pressure, and, strange to
say, the anxiously looked for explanation had not yet
arrived when Iaberal England awoke to another
surpnise—namely, the seizure of Sarakhs, of & place
which lies beyond the so-called Turkoman country,
and could have nothing to do with the civilising
measures taken agamst the Turkomans

I call this new Russian move a surprise, although,
from the very beginning, 1t must have been patent to
everybody that, having succeeded m annexing the
country north of Persia, she would ghde down also
on the eastern frontier of the same country, this all
the more as the tract intervening between Afghan-
1stan and Persia 1s deservedly called “No man’s
land,” and, i fact, could not have been designated
as the property of anybody for the last two hundred
years, since when the Turkomans, becoming masters
of the Tedjend and Murghab oases, have used this
mtervening track as a highway for thewr robbemes
mto the mtenor of Persia  Of this fact Rusma was
fully aware, even at the outset of her conquering
trips agamst the Turkomans, for attentive readers of
Russia’s domngs m this quarter of the world will
remember the elaborate report General Petrusevitch
made, when Governor of Krasnovodsk, n which
he earnestly advised s Government to thrust a
wedge between Persia and Afghanistan, through the
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occupation of this “no man’s land,” an advice the
adoption of which soon followed after the conquest of
Merv, a place ridiculed by a certamn class of Enghsh
statesmen as a collection of a few mud huts, and
certamnly an unworthy object to make the Brtish
public nervous about

As the country intervening between Herat and
Persia had remaimed hitherto almost a fer2a tncognita,
we shall try to give to the reader, as briefly as
possible, a description of 1t  In glaneing at this
portion of the map of Asia, the reader will dis-
cover two rvers which run m an almost paiallel
direction from the east towards the south, and then
suddenly turming towards the north, disappear m
the sands of the Karakum One 1s the Murghab,
which rses in the north slope of the Sefid-Kuh
Mountains, traverses the mountammous distret oc-
cupied by the Hezares, and enters beyond Maruchak
the plamn borderng on the Twikoman country, after
having united with the Khushk beyond Penjdeh at
a place called Pul-1-Khishty, ¢ ¢, buck bridge, o1 as
the Turkomans call 1t, Dash-Kopri, 7 ¢, stone bridge
The other nver, the Hei1-Rud, : ¢, Her1 river, rises
2§2 mles east of Herat, flows 1 a westerly direction,
passing the places of Shekivan, Rusenek, Shebesh, and
Tirpul, and turning near Kuhsan, goes in an almost
northerly direction along the eastern border of Persia,
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passing Sarakhs to the so-called Tedjend oass, where
it loses 1tself m the sands’

Now the country between these two rivers, inter-
sected by other mmor rivulets, such as the Kagh, the
Egri-Goek, "the Gurlan-Su, the Khombou-Su (a.tﬂuents
of the Murghab) forms the so-called debatable ground
between the Afghans and the Russians, and 1s really
worth the dispute 1t gives rse to, considerng its
fame for fertihty and the varmed productions 1t 1s
capable of bringmg forth  In the southern portion we
find the Borkhut Mountan, a prolongation of the
Sefid-Kuh, mecreasing m height as 1t approaches the
Persian frontier, and formimg the prmeipal branch by
which the Paropamisus 1s umted with the Elburz
Farther up, about thirty-six degrees north, we dis-
cover the much lower chan, called by Lessar the
Elbirin-Kir, rather a succession of lls stretching
to Pul-1-Khatun, whilst the mountamous district
through which the Khushk and 1its tributaries flow
the so-called outskirts of the Paropamisus, are not of
a much higher elevation, affording, therefore, ful
facilities for agricultural purposes—1n fact, the whole
district may be called arable up to Noruzabad anc
Sarakhs, where the desert begins

The chmate 15 very dissumlar i the vardu
portions of the country, 1t may be called an agree
able one on the whole, excepting for the strong winds
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which generally blow from the north towards the
south, and which gave mse to the whole district
bemng named in ancient times Badkhyz—:e, the
place where the wind gets up  The vegetation can,
therefore, be called not only a rich, but even a luxu-
nant one Along the banks both of the Hen-Rud
and the Murghab (says Lessar i Zhe Scolfish Geo-
graplical Magazine of May, 1885), « great quantities
of poplars, mulbeiry trees, willows, and bushes of
various kinds occur, so dense that mn many places 1t 1s
not only impossible to approach the river on horse-
back, but even to make one’s way on foot ~ Fodder
for horses 1s everywhere 1n abundance, and of good
quality The trees growing there 1each no incon-
siderable dimensions In the distuect
between the riveis, on the sandy clayey soil, mulberry
trees occur only near the springs, and pistachio trees
are scattered on all the hill-slopes, for the most part
singly, with considerable intervals between ”

I can add to what Lessar says, that gram 1s found
growing richly, if the husbandman be undisturbed
by Turkoman mroads, 1n the whole country as fa
as to the north of the Elbirm-Kir, whilst m the
country to the east—namely, on the banks of th
Khushk and the Murghab—the profuse wrmgatior
affords ample opportumity for ull kind of cultiva
tion, and gram, rice, a great varety of frui
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thrive with small care As to the mineral wealth
of the country, the chief production of the plams
15 salt, taken from the lakes, which constitutes the
chief export for the Turkoman population, the
quahty of the salt 1s excellent Other kinds of
mmeral wealth may be found m the lls, and
only awat utibsation If I remember well, I
even heard of the existence of coal from one of
the Hezares m the north of Herat; but, at all
events, Enghsh geologists travellng just now m
that country, will, I am sure, furmish us the best
information on the subject In conclusion, I must
remark as to towns, villages, etc, that all the hgh-
sounding names which have of late come to the notice
of newspaper-readers, either consist of a collection
of a few wretched huts, or mark the runs of towns
which existed m bygone ages, for, owmng to the
constant dangers ansing from Turkoman inroads,
the whole country 1s desolate and deserted, and
there 15 only the memiory of the past which en-
hvens the fancy of the traveller Starting from
the Bundehesh—that cuilous repository of ancient
Aryan legends, up to the Persian written his-
torcal records, reaching to the seventeenth century
—we read in books describing this part of Central
Asia, of the marvels of fertihty for which the country
on the banks of the Mwighab and Her-Rud was
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noted But, as I said before, the wanton desolation
by wars, the tyranmical despotism of the native rulers,
and, above all, the depredations inflicted by reckless
Turkoraan robbers, have deprived the country of its
splendour, and have made 1t naked and bare like the
desert 1n the north

It 15 therefore quite supeifluous to remark that
Russia had a sharp eye when she directed her steps to-
wards this country, and when she began to use 1t as a
wedge between Persia and Afghanistan, a wedge
through which she will be able to extend, without
any difficulty, her line of conquest towards Herat
In former times, want of geographical information
mduced us to behieve that these out-runners of
the Paropamisus Mountamn form an 1mpassable
bartier to the tiaveller coming from the west,
although nothing hke this has occuired to the
student of Oriental history 1n 1eading of the maiches
made by various armes, from Merv and from Persia,
towards Hevat Quite recently that imaginary
barrier has utterly disappeared We know that
the highest pass does mot reach beyond 900 feet,
and the tiaveller could drive with great ease a calesh,
four-in-hand, from Sarakhs to Herat The passes
leading across the Borkhut Mountan, as well as
across the Elbum-Kir, are very numerous, and present
no difficulty to the invader

' G



82 THE COMING STRUGGLE FOR INDIA

It was durmg the time that Russia was preparmng
for the march imnto this above-described “no man’s
land,” the evident sign of which preparation became
visible i the seizme of Sarakhs, that the intezchange
of diplomatic notes between the Cabinets of London
and St Petersburg went on unimterruptedly Whe-
ther the Laberal statesmen were incensed agamst
their so-called dear friend, for having over and over
agam violated his given promuses, 1t would be diffi-
cult to decide, for there are, even now, statesmen in
Great Britam who could swear to the undoubted
honesty of Russia  But the fact 15 that, even while
acknowledging the legahty of Russia’s advances,
there were, even amongst the inveterate optimists,
men enough who put to themselves the question,
“quousque®” and who, entertained i the 1dea of
exacting from Russia an ultimate it of her exten-
sion, hoped to guaiantee thus agamnst all eventual
colhsion  Russia, polite as she usually 1s, conceded
at once the desire of her friends on the Thames, and
it was settled that a Frontier Delimitating Commission
should be appomted from both sides, m order to fix
the boundaries between Afghamstan and Russia,
from Sarakhs to Khodja-Salih, on the Oxus, and by
laymg out the variously coloured frontier marks
on the long hme, runming beyond 300 miles, the
goodly optumstic pohticians expected to disarm
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Russia at once, and to make hostihities disappear for
ever

Of course the opportumty was hurmedly grasped
by the English, the Frontier Dehmitating Commission
was appointed, and Sir Peter Lumsden, a member of
the India Council, and an officer of thirty-seven years’
standing, was put at the head of 1t Sir Peter
Lumsden, who took part i the engagements of the
Enghsh m China, m various parts of India and the
adjacent countries, and who had acted besides as a
member of the special Military Commission to
Afghamstan m 1857—58, was decidedly the proper
man 1 the nght place, fully qualified for hs task
by multifarious experiences m boider affairs, by
sound judgment, and by his straightforward and
honest Butish character A second commissioner
was appomnted m the person of Colonel Patrick
Stewart, equally capable and honest, and particularly
conspicuous for his pluck and patnotic zeal This
was the man who, m the disguise of an Armeman
horse-dealer, entered 1n 1880 the Turkoman fron-
tier, and kept up hus mecogmito so cleverly that Mr
O’Donovan, the correspondent of the Dasly News, and
tha famous explorer of Merv, who met the colonel on
the frontier of Persia, could not discover in him his
countryman, although hving with hum 1 the same
place for three weeks Colonel Stewart having been
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employed after his journey as a political agent in
Khaf, a Persian town in the west of Herat, and
possessing the best information on the debatable
country, was, therefore a good acqusition for the
said Commission  Another officer was Lieut.-
Colonel J West Ridgway, Foreign Under Secretary
to the Government of India  He was entrusted with
the lead of the Indian section of the Delimitating
Commission, and his march from Nushkhi, across the
desert, to the Hilmend, proves um a sagacious and
crcumspect officer I must mention, besides, Major
Napier, an officer famous for his mstructive report
on the northern frontiers of Persia, and Mr Condie
Stephen, second secretary to the legation at Teheran,
whom I had occasion personally to meet, and whose
versatiity m the Russian and Persian languages,
really surprised me I ought to say, too, a few
words about the native Indian and Afghan mem-
bers of the commission, but we cannot dwell on
such details at any length  Suffice 1t that the whole
commission, having to be protected against unex-
pected attacks on the Turkoman frontier, was fur-
mshed with an escort composed of 200 cavalry of
the 11th Bengal Lancers, but known as Probyn’s
Horse, and of 250 nfantry, the entire commission
making altogether 356 Europeans, and 1,300 natives
Startng from different points, the Indian section,
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under Ridgway, reached Herat on the 17th of No-
vember, after having traversed over 767 miles from
Quettah to Kuhsan, whist the smaller portion,
consistimg of Sir Peter Lumsden and the leading
officers of his staff, arrived on the 19th of November,
after a journey of 1,000 miles from Resht, on the
Caspian, through Khorassan, and met their country-
men at Kuhsan

The English Delimitating Commusston, on arriving
on the spot, was no httle surprised at finding no trace
of ther Russian colleagues—namely, of General
Zelenoy, the Russian Commssioner-mn-Chuef, to whom
were subordmmated' Major Ahkhanoff, M Lessar, and
other Russian officers famibar with the frontier
Instead of thewr colleagues, they found, however, at
Pul-Khatun, forty miles south of Sarakhs,a Russian
picket of Cossacks gazing at the English comers, as 1f
to ask of them, “ What have you got to look for i
Russian terntory »”” Now we can readily imagme
that this first rebuff was sufficient to convince Sir
Peter Lumsden of the utter futihty of the task before
him, and that the English gentlemen had rather a bad
foretaste of the work entrusted to them It must be
borne 1n mind that 1t was upon the Sarakhs Khodja-
Salih line that the frontier rectification was to take
place  For we read m the Blue Book (“ Central Asia,
No 1,” 1884), that M de Giers, with a view to
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preventing disturbances on the borders of Afghamstan,
considered 1t to be of great importance that the boun-
dary of that country from Khodja-Salhh to the Persian
frontie1, m the neighbourhood of Sarakhs, shquld be
formally and defimtely laid down, and that he had
mstructed Prince Lobanoff to endeavour to mduce her
Majesty’s Government to agree to the adoption of
measures for that purpose If such were Russan
measures m 1882, we may well ask what were the
reasons of that sudden change, and why was the
frontier hne pushed down southwards forty mles to
Pul-1-Khatun, and subsequently another forty miles
southward to the Zulfikar Pass on the Her1-Rud ? The
answer will be very easily found 1f we consider that,
durmng the last two yeais, the Enghsh having entered
upon the venturesome undertaking m Egypt, and
having become thoroughly immersed in troubles m the
Soudan, were deemed by the politicians on the Neva
as really imcapable of resistance, and easily to be
tampered with according to Russia’s heart’s desire.
It 1s certamly one of the worst tricks that has
ever been played by diplomacy, when we consider that
Russia, availing herself of the embarrassments of the
Liberal Government on the Thames, was unconscion-
able enough to pitch mto that very Mr Gladstone
who was the author and upholder of Russian sym-
pathies in England, who swore by the smcerity of the
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Czar, and who was fated now to bitterly expiate
s Russian prochivities Of course sentimentality,
unknown 1n pohitics, had never a home m St Peters-
burg, and Russia, disregarding all previous promises
relating to the frontier points, thought proper to annex
as much as she could, and by using the device of
Prince Bismarck, namely, “ Beat: possidentes,” to fix
a line wherever favourable circumstances afforded the
best opportunity

Apart from this move to the south, on the banks
of the Heri-Rud, Russia had begun simultaneously to
push on towards that portion of the Murghab river
which was the mdisputable possession of the Afghans,
namely, to Penjdeh, 1 order to secure a firm footing
m the cultivable regions of the Paropamisus out-
skirts, after having crossed the desert from Merv to
the last-named place The plan as to this portion of
Afghamstan had already become ripe m 1884, for,
after the successful termimation of the comedy of
voluntary submission at Merv, vague rumours were
spread about concerning an equally voluntary submis-
sion of the Samk Turkomans hving m and around
Penjdeh, and, i fact, certamn elders of the sad tribes
presented themselves at Ashkabad, and, after having
obtamed presents from General Komaroff, deposited
therr oaths of fidehty to the Czar, without the shghtest
right, however, of representing their own nation, as
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we afterwards Jearned To Russa this farce was suf-
ficient to make her come forward with claims upon
Penjdeh  Major Alikhanoff, entrusted with the
occupation of Penmjdeh, tried several times °to get
possession of the place, and having found there
June, 1884, a strong Afghan garnson, and seeing that
the Sarik had not the shghtest notion of the so-called
voluntary submuission to the Czar, for they were ready
to attack the Cossacks 1n company with the Afghans,
he saw himself compelled to retire upon Merv, with-
out gwving up, however, the hope of a future success-
ful annexation

Sir Peter Lumsden, together with the members of
the Delimitating Commussion, on seemng how totally
different the state of things on the spot was from
what he had reason to expect in London, and finding
how dufficult 1t was to carry out the instructions given
to him by the Liberal mmistry, at once entered upon
a lively exchange of despatches with his superiors,
and pomnted out that there must be something wrong
about the whole question of frontier rectification
We, the distant lookers-on, felt from the beginning a
distrust of the whole concern The writer of these
lines was one of the first who ridiculed the whole
affair of future dehmitation, 1n a paper pubhshed n
the National Rewew of November, 1884 He styled
the whole thing one of the most ndiculous farces
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ever played m politics, and concluded the above-
mentioned paper by saymg “For whilst puble
opmion m England 1s lulled by these palhatives mto
the torpor of security, Russia has the finest oppor-
tunity, backed by this illusory frontier-line, to prepare
herself 1 silence for that leap which will deal her
death-blow to Gheat Britamn, gieat and powerful as
she still 1s at this moment ” A few weeks later, the
same writer, feelng his patience exhausted at the
designedly dilatory steps of Russia, diew the attention
of the British public, n a letter addressed to the
editor of Zhe Times, to the ignomimious forbearance
shown by the Brtish Cabinet i permitting the
Commission to be kept waiting for months, camped
beneath the mclement sky of the Paropamisan winter,
and explamned that he discovered an intentional mnsult
1 the fact of the Buitish Lion bemng made to ante-
chamber at the Russian Bear’s

This letter had the desired effect upon the Enghish
public The great majority of the Enghsh press
jomed 1n reproaching the Government for 1ts unjustfi-
able and undigmfied forbearance  Questions were
repeatedly put i the House of Commons, the diplo-
matic correspondence between London and St Peters-
berg grew quicker and more excited, assuming a tone
of aspenty, and 1t was then only that the question
began to show 1tself m 1ts true and genwne shape,
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betrayimng, at the same time, the serious importance of
the claims put forward by Russia First of all we
got to hear that the cabmet of St Petersburg had
made up 1ts mind to form a strctly ethmecal, and not
a geographical frontier, bemg the very cabmet which,
eleven years before, had said m the famous circular of
Prince Gortschakoff m 1864, that she had a strong
behef 1 “les conditrons géograpliques et pohitiques qus
sont fizes et permanentes” This was, at all events, a
very strange obliviousness m the matter of principles,
an obliviousness quite suited, however, to the actual
purposes 10 view , for, whilst on the banks of the
Yaxartes the frontier line between Tashkend fully
justified the adoption of a geographical method, the
circumstances on the Murghab were of qmte a different
nature, and necessitated the adoption of the ethmical
method mstead, for the simple reason that Russia,
anxious to get at the cultivable region of Afghamstan,
had to put forward her claim upon the Sarik popu-
lation It was announced 1n the usual high-sounding
phrases, that m order to tranquillise the whole Turko-
man country, 1t had become unavoidably necessary
that not a smngle member of that family should be
left out, for should the Sarik m the east, and the
Salor m the south, remam mdependent, or under
Afghan rule, their predatory habits would cause dis-
turbance, and highly aggravate, nay, render impossible
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a settled rule m Merv, and in the Tedjend oass
What very strange logicians these Russians are! Ten
years ago, when reducing the Yomut tribe, they did not
enteitaim the shightest seruple at leaving a large portion
of that people under the Persian sway, and, satisfied
with the geographical frontier of the Gurgan, the 1dea
of an ethnical frontier did not so much as enter therr
minds  But, good gracious ' times and circumstances
change Now, the ethmical frontier had come to the
fore, and seemed to them the only sound basis for an
arrangement At all events a ludicrous idea, for
whilst the geographical frontier 1s steady and im-
movable, the ethmcal one, based upon the roving
habits of nomadic and plundering Turkomans, 18 of a
pre-emmently shifting character, but exactly swt-
mg Russia, who was also bent upon shifting the
hmits of her possessions towards Afghamstan, and
endeavouring to get as near as possible to the roads
which would bring her the more quickly to the Gate
of India

Nearly four months now elapsed, spent mn con-
tinual discussion, carried on partly between the two
Cabinets, partly between the piess of the countrmes
‘What the contents of these despatches may have been,
we, umnitiated mortals, have no right to inquire mnto,
but with reference to the enunciations of the press,
we have seen that the question mainly turned on the
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legal aspect of the Russian or Afghan claim to the
debatable country, the former bemg very naturally
backed by Russian papers, and the latter, with the
exception of one Russianised paper, by the press of
Great Britam  We really wonder at Enghsh statesmen
and Enghsh journahsts, that i spite of their ample
experience of Russian mendacity and unexampled
arrogance, they took the trouble to discuss the legal
view of the question, knowing very well that, in the
ultimate end, the Russian principle of “mght 1s
nght,” was sure to carry the pomt The arguments
advanced by Russia mn reference to Penjdeh, rested
mamnly upon the assumption that the Afghans had
but qute recently taken possession of Penjdeh,
mhabited by the Sarik Turkomans, and that ths
place had always been looked upon as an integral
part of the Turkoman country Now this 1s, to use
the muldest expression, the most nsolent lie ever
mvented, for not only does the geographical position
of Penjdeh speak aganst such an assumption, but
also all the available historical records laid down 1n
the works of Oriental writers In the Tarikin Djihan
Kusha, composed by Djuveim, m the second half of
the thirteenth century, we read of the Badghis as
belonging to Herat, and handed over, afterwards, to
the Chihar Aimaks Later on we meet with state-
ments to the same cffect made by the hstoran of
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Timur, as well as 1n the reports of the historiographers
of the last Timunides Last and not least, we may
mention that the name of Penjdeh 1s strctly
Persian, meaning five villages, the name 1s the last
Pesian nomenclature i this direction, for farther to
the north, the topography m the desert 1s entirely
and exclusively of Turkish ongmn ~ As to the Afghan
claim, justified by the ustorical record of the recent
past, we may quote a passage of a letter pubhshed
the Ttmes of India, June 2, by the special corres-
pondent of that paper with the Boundary Com-
mussion, 1n the contents of which we shall only correct
the orthography of the proper names, not easily
manageable by a non-orientalist authonty

“It 19 probably through some subtle qubbling
over the Herat and Kabul kingdoms, and cunning
argument as to the period and extent of Afghan dom-
nation i Herat, that the Russians have come to con-
vince themselves, and persuade many others, that
Penjdeh 1s not, and has not been, 1 possession of
the Afghans and a portion of Afghan termtory. We
have a map of the Afghan, or rather, Herat kingdom
m the time of Yar Mohammed, prepared by Todd
This map both shows Penjdeh and Pul-1-Khatun to
h.ave been 1p possession of Herat at that period The
Russian officials on this side of Turkestan must have
seen the watch-towers up to Pul-i-Khatun  These
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raid observatories were built by Wazeer Ameer Kildy
Khan m the time of Shah Zeman—say, some sixty
years ago Simnce the death of Nadir Shah, the
district of Penjdeh and Badghis has unquestfonably
belonged to the Afghans, whether power gravitated
towards Herat, or Kabul, or Kandahar About sixty
years ago Penjdeh was inhabited by Djemshidis and
Huzaras 'When these sections of the Aimak family
left, the Ersar1 Turkoman came and paid tribute to
the Afghan Government After the Ersan a few
Salor Turkomans arrived and settled At this period
a Naib of the Afghan Government always resided
m Penjdeh On the departure of the Djemshidis
and Huzaras from Penjdeh, the Afghan Government
appear to have recovered the revenue of the district
through the Huzara chief of Kila Nau The modern
history of the district 15 embodied in the relations
between the Sarks and Afghans Some eight and
twenty years ago the Samk moved down from Merv,
and pressed out the weaker elements attracted around
Penjdeh The Sarik having moved down to Penj-
deh, and seized the fertile banks of the Khushk and
Murghab, near their united waters, the Ersar1 departed
to the Oxus eastwards, where they prospered, and are
still prospermg, and only a few hundred famihes of
the Salor remained at Pul-1-Ksht1 and Kila Nau
The Ersar1 1n physique are considered by many to be
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superior to erther Tekke or Sarik , they are farer and
taller men than the other Turkomans we have seen
A very clear record of the revenue relations between
the setilers at Penjdeh and the Afghan Government
exists The obhgation of acknowledging their fealty
m the payment of revenue, appears never to have
been avoided Zwkat n cattle and corn has always
been paid  The amount of revenue from Penjdeh
must have fluctuated with the mfluence and stabihity
of the Government at Kabul or Herat, but at all
times zukat appears to have been acknowledged The
succession of Afghan Governors at Penjdeh estab-
lishes the cham of connection 1t 1s scarcely necessary
to refer to those Governors, whose period of office was
not memorable for any remarkable works, nor con-
nected with any memorable events. As long a time
ago as sixty years a Djemshidi represented the Af-
ghan Government at Penjdeh—Dervish Khan was
then Governor” To Merv Penjdeh never did belong,
1t always formed the last station of the district of
Herat, and the Russian claim 1s, therefore, from every
pomt of view unfounded and unjust

As to the Russian claims to the country south of
Sarakhs, they are the easer refuted, and proved a
wanton encroachment, if we consider that the Hen-
Rud was, from 1mmemonal times, the very frontier-
lie between Persia and Heiat, and that even at such
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periods, when the kings of Tran possessed themselves
of the last-named town, the Her:-Rud was looked
upon as the border of the Herat district, whilst the
left bank was accounted to belong to the district of
Meshed And what should we say of the ethmcal
rights of Russia, considering that the Sarik Turko-
mans belopged, 1 the fiiteenth century aheady, to
Herat, and are called even by the Tartar historan,
Abulghaz Khan, Herat Zukmenmi, 1 contra-distine-
tion to the Merv Turkmem And why should not
we pomnt to the utter want of consistency shown by
Russia 1 asking the Sariks and then country as an
mtegial portion of the Turkoman world, whereas
she did not claim the Yomuts, on the left bank of the
Gwgan, and the Salots living 1 Zorabad, on Persian
territory > Indeed, 1t would be wasting time if we
were to dilate any longer upon the shallow and
insolent pretensions of Russia, and we must repeatedly
express our astomishment that English statesmen took
the trouble to seriously combat the claims put forward
m St Petersburg

Russia bemng perfectly clear, m her own mimd,
upon what she was bent, did not spare any pams to
1npress upon the Liberal cabmet the justness of her
assertions, and 1 order to achieve this, she despatchéd
M Lessar to London, as an assistant to M de Staal,
the same M Lessar who had explored the country
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around Herat, and had been the chief coadjutor in
planning the mischievous policy aganst England
Now agamst M de Staal, in company with M Lessai,
poor Lord Kimbeiley and Lord Granville were
certamnly an unequal match, but, nevertheless, the
consultations went on, and m order to ensure the
1esult of these consultations, an arrangement or an
agreement was entered nto, that the Russians and
Afghans should mamtamn their positions m the
debatable country during that time, or at least so long
as the dehberations 1 London had not come to an
end Russia pledged her word, on the condition that
no untoward event should occur, and, as the occur-
rence of such untoward events rested m her own
hands, she was clever and mischievous enough to
bring on the famous catastrophe of the 30th of
March, 1n which, as 1s pretty well-known, nearly 700
Afghans weie slaughtered m cold blood on the banks
of the Khushk This medent, which forms even
now, as I am wrntmg, the subject of discussion
between the two Governments, was, as Sir Peter
Lumsden 1s reported to have said to Ze Times corres-
pondent at Vienna, an unprovoked and utterly unjus-
tifiable aggression on the part of Greneral Komaroft,
an act premedtated a long time ago, and committed
m direct violation of all international law, an asser-
tion which 1s tolerably justified by the fact that the
> H
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result of this untoward event was reaped by Russma,
masmuch as she took possession of the much-coveted
Penjdeh and holds 1t even now

‘We need not be astonished at the extraofdinary
sensation, mixed with htter feehngs of ammosity
agamst Russia, the bloody affar on the Khushk
has produced m England Nof only Conservative,
but also Liberal pohticians, unammous i their
condemnation of Russian treachery, were loudly
crymg for war All England was ablaze, only the
Laberal Minstry kept cool, and, i their indefatigable
zeal to discover the real cause of that mschief,
they happily found out that the Muscovite lambs were
again mnocent, that they were pressed upon to fight
agamnst the Afghans, nay, they went even farther,
and, 1mmolating the good name of their own country-
man, they were not ashamed to come forward with
the assertion that 1t was the harshness of Sir Peter
Lumsden and lus party which had hastened the all-
fated event

This escape, the greatest blot which has ever
stamned the character of British statesmen, having
been found, the negotiations went on agam un-
mterruptedly, and are going on even now as I wrife
these lmes, for no definite information 15 extant about
the frontier regulations between Russia and Afghan-
istan, and all that has oozed out hitherto consists of
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the fact that Russia 15 to remamn 1n possession of
Penjdeh, in spite of all the geographical, historical,
and ethmical arguments speaking agamst her, and
that ofly her position on the Her-Rud still remains
open to discussion  Refernng to this part of the
question, we hear that the Czar has been kind enough
to give up the Zulfikar Pass, that he 1s ready to fix
the most southerly pomnt of his frontier 1 the north
of the last-named place, and that this frontier hne 15
now to run from the Her-Rud, skirting the Elbinn-
Kir m the south, and including the Er-Oilan salt
lakes, 1t will cross the Murghab south of Penjdeh,
and thence to the Oxus The details of this de-
hmtation, bemng hitherto unknown, and requirmg a
good deal of time until they will be finally settled,
we may now well consider the results which Russia
has obtained m this protracted contest, by stating at
once that the unheard of skort-sightedness of Britesh
statesmen has handed over to her the very keys with
which she can now open, at her lewsure, the gate of Inda,
Jor she 13w full possession of all the ways which can
bring her to Herat wn a comparatwely shoit lune and
without any duficulty whatever

H2



CHAPTER VII

IMPORTANCE OF HERAT

In full accordance with our opmion are also the
views expressed, quite 1ecently, by competent
militaiy authorities of Great Bmtamn Amongst
others we shall quote the following portion extracted
from a paper published in 7%e Ttmes, (May 26, 1885),
under the title «“ Our Strategical Position 1n Asia with
regard to Russia,” fiom the pen of a writer whose
modesty 1n remammg anonymous, 1s only equalled
by the raie abihty with which he handles hus subject

“ But 1t 15 unnecessary to dilate on the importance
of Herat and the danger to us of 1ts falling mnto hos-
tile hands  On that importance and danger, all mili-
tary experts, with few exceptions, are unanimous and
positive  Indeed, the measure of 1ts value 18 afforded
by the eager desire of Russia to obtam 1t. With the
frontier hne conceded to her, she not only has the
town 1tself within her grasp, but even without 1t she
18 practically the master of the whole of the vast
resources of the distmet, and 1t 1s the district, rather



IMPORTANCE OF HERAT 101

than the mere fortress, which 1t 1s her object to seize,
and which will be valuable to her  Even, however,
if she contents herself for the moment with a line, the
extremities of which, as regards the Badghs, are
pomnts a few miles to the north of Maruchak and
Zulficar, she will still possess a large district, part of
which 1s already cultivated, most of the remainder
being capable of bemg shortly 1endered very pro-
ductive  She will possess a substantial shice of the
place d’assemblée which she covets, and can n the
course of a fortmight seize the whole of the re-
mamder, for we may assume that i the course of
the next twelve months the railway from the Caspian
will be completed as far as the Mmghab, 1f not up to
the Oxus Then she will be m a position to remforce
the troops occupymg the lme Zulficar—Penjdeh by
troops from the Caucasus at the rate of a division a
week It 1s 1dle to talk about leaving to the
Afghans this or that pass m the Boikhut or Paro-
pamisus ranges, 1f the Russians possess all the 10ads
which lead to them The passes are numerous, but
most of them are easy to force, and probably there
are numeious by-paths by which they could be
turned  The so-called impassable ranges are not
impassable at all, and can be crossed, according to
Lessar, at a height of 900 feet above the plamn. A
few distances will enable the reader to appreciate the
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position  From Sarakhs, v the Valley of the Hen-
Rud to Herat 1s 202 miles, from Zulficar to Herat,
about 142 miles by the same road, from Zulficar to
Kuhsan 1s 86 miles, from Kuhsan to Herat, 1s 62
miles, from Sarakhs to Penjdeh, 100 miles, from
Zulficar to Penjdeh, 90 miles, from Akrobat to
Herat, 80 mules, from Penjdeh and from Bala
Murghab about 140 mules, from Penjdeh to
Maruchak, 28 mles, from Maruchak to Bala
Murghab, 28 miles Thus 1t wall be seen that at the
rate of twelve mles a day—a low average, considering
the shortness of the whole distance and that the
Rusmans are good marchers—a Russian division
could reach Herat u fuelve days from Penydek, from
Akrobat wn seven days, and from Zulficar wn ewght days
Sir Edward Hamley estimates the time required at
fourteen days from Penjdeh, and from Zulficar at
ten or eleven days I have reason to beheve that
the distances are not accurately stated m erther maps
or 1tinerames , but 1t 1s safe to assert that a Russian
dwvision of all arms could, by forced marches, reach
Herat from the nearest pomnt of what will probably
be the new Russian frontier mm eight days, and that
cavalry and Cossack batteries could do so 1n four days
‘When the railway shall have been completed to
Sarakhs, the distance by marching from thence will
be three weeks at the most ”
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Having spoken m our previous remarks, at some
length, on the district of Herat, we shall now turn
our attention to the town 1itself, and try to prove the
truth f the old saymng that Herat really 1s the gate
of India, an object m view which I hope to attain by
publishing here the largest portion of my own paper
bearmg on the subject, which I read before the
“Society of Arts” m London on the lst of May,
1885, where I was glad to see a distinguished
audience, ncluding leading statesmen and mimnis-
ters —

“To speak to-day about Herat, in the face of the
numerous and 1mportant lterary manifestations
called forth by the keen imterest felt in the subject,
18, to say the least of 1t, an undertaking as hazardous
as a visit to that city would have proved a few years
ago I cannot, therefore, offer you much that 1s
novel,, and 1f, nevertheless, I come before you with a
lecture on Herat, I do so actuated by the hope of
bemg able to find, after all, a thing or two m my
experience, derived from personal observation, which
may clam your interest under the present circum-
stances In Heat I passed six weeks, and sad
weeks they were Without money or sympathy, and
without any hope of speedy rehef, I spent many,
many hours m my cell m the dilapidated caravansary,
pondermg on the importance of that city and 1ts past
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and future Since that time I have been frequently
taken back by my theoretical studies to the same
spot On my return to Europe I found that the
Enghsh politicians of that day were strongly mchned
towards optimism, and disposed to dispute with me
about the mmportance of Herat, and I consequently
published, i 1869, an essay entatled ¢ Herat, and the
Central-Asiatic Question,” 1n which I stoutly mam-
tained the claxm of Herat to the title of the ‘Gate
of India’ Sixteen years have passed smce The
mportance of Herat continued to be looked on as an
empty phrase for some time afterwards, until at last,
m our own days, the conviction has forced itself
upon all mankind that Alexander the Great, who
founded that city in 327 B c, was not so bad a poh-
ticign after all, and that the subsequent conquerors
of India were only obeymg the logic of facts i con-
sidering the possession of that place as a sue qud non
of their success 1 the south

“Herat 1s m truth, for a variety of reasons, a
place of unusual importance, and amongst them are
the agrcultural, commercial, ethme, and strategic
advantages possessed by 1t, which I shall proceed to
point out 'Whlst T was still in the desert with my
companions, to the north of the Paropamsus Moun-
tamns, they were never tired of repeating to me —
‘Have but patience! We are nearmng the blessed
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land, we are gomng to Herat There the bread 1s
whiter than the moon, the water sweeter than sugar
You can get there a pot of cream for a faithing, the
roast lamb there 1s delicrously savoury, and the most
exqusite varieties of frmt can be got for a mere
trifle’ T arrved m Herat during the autumn, Just
after the aity had passed through a siege of three
years The entire place was a shocking heap of
rmmns, the environs had been despoiled of all the
trees, and yet for all that, when I ventured into the
more secluded valleys, and saw and tasted of the
rich variety of the products to be found there, I could
not help marvelling at the wondeiful productiveness
of the sml T discovered that the statements of the
geographers of antiquity were by no means exagger-
ated and that the glowmg accounts of my fellpw-
travellers were strictly true  The soil of Herat 1s of
meredible fertihty, and, with the exception of the
cultivated oasis i the territory of Zeiefshan, there 1s
not another spot m the whole of the Asiatic world,
between Siberia and India which could vie for pro-
ductiveness with those valleys of the Paropamisus
The wheat 11pens m June, and ranks i quality with
the so-called Jerusalem wheat of Khiva  The grapes
ate much more palatable than the celebrated kinds
commng from Bokhara, and superior even to the
Tchaush grapes from the emvuons of Smyrna The
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pears and apples are better than those so highly prized
m Asia, known as Nathenzians, and the mutton
much more savoury than that of Shiraz and Kara-
man, which 1s saymng a great deal The mhabitants
of Herat have good wool in abundance for the textiles
required for their raiment, wood for thewr buildings,
and a great vanety of minerals which are only awaiting
development They not only have enough for them-
selves, but they are also supplymng the surroundmng
country Thus has the 11ce of Herat always been
one of the chief articles of food of the Turkomans of
Merv, and the Hezares in the east, whilst the
fabrics of Herat, such as carpets, furs, and different
varieties of leather, were bemg exported by them far
and wide I must make here particular mention of
the fact, that not only in my time, and during this
and the preceding century has Herat been a rum,
but ever since the decline of the Timurides, Herat
became the bone of contention among the Persans,
Afghans, Uzbegs, Turkomans, and Hezares Peace
but rarely dwelt m 1ts precincts, and yet a few years
of rest would usually suffice to heal the wounds
mflicted upon 1t, and to restore this fertile oasis to 1ts
former splendour

“ Herat possesses, m fact, the mam requisites for
a flourishing agriculture The chmate 1s temperate,
and the hottest days are followed by cool evenings
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and refreshmg dews Of water, that most essential
element, there 15 abundance There are, first of all,
the two prmecipal rivers, the Murghab and the Hen-
Rud, bogh of which run 1n a north-western direction
towards the Turkoman steppe, and absorb i their
onward course a considerable number of smaller
streams and rivalets The Tinghilab and the Keshef-
rud empty mto the Heri-Rud, which flows along the
Persian frontier, the Kolan and the Khushk empty
mto the Murghab, the latter nver having for its
tributaries the Magor and the Kizil-Bulak, besides
many brooks Such a great abundance of water,
within a territory relatively small, cannot be met
with anywhere 1 Central Asa, Persia, Turkey, and
Arabia, and any one, famihar with the important part
assigned to water by the Asatic, will not be sur-
prised at all to learn that Heiat has always been
deemed a jewel, the possession of which has been
coveted by every conqueror, and, as experience
teaches, continues to be coveted to this day And,
indeed, to this very wealth of Herat we must, look for
an explanation of the fact that the conquerors, for
the time being, have succeeded 1n maintaimng thewr
ascendancy only so long as they were able to impress
the governors appomnted by them with a sense of therr
power For, no sooner had the central power re-
laxed, when the governors were cnabled to extract,
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from the ample revenues of the province, sufficient
means to conquer theirr ndependence This has been
the case at all times, and, referring only to the most
recent past, I will mention that neither Teheran, nor
Ispahan, nor Kabul, were able to maintain the sover-
eign rights of the crown 1n Herat for any length of
time In this way was Shah Kamram, Yar Mo-
hammed Khan, enabled to successfully resist, during
the years following 1840, the Barekzis, and after
1860 a similar success was vouchsafed to the efforts
made m that dnection by the then ruler, Sultan
Ahmed Nay, we had the self-same experience, at
quite a recent date, in the case of Ayoob Khan, and
1t very nearly came to pass that Khuddus Khan
himself, the appomntee of the present Emir of
Afghamstan, seized the rems of government, and
made Herat independent of Kabul

“The fact that Herat has, at all times, defied the
sovereign rights of 1ts rulers, must not be ascribed to
its being remote fiom the centre of power, but to the
wealth of 1ts soil, which not only sufficed to amply
meet the expenses of the admimstration, but fur-
mished, besides, means for adventurous enterprises

“I shall not attempt to state the income of Herat
m figures, for m the entire absence of statistical data
to that effect, any such statement would be only
illusory, but, on the strength of my personal observa-
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tions, I feel justified m assurmg those who aie pie-
sent that, under a European admimistration, Herat
might develop nto a vertable gold mine, meeting
not only the expenses of a costly administration, but
admitting of the most generous mvestments in the
future Especially now that the great curse of the
land, the so-called Khouf--Tuikmen—that 1s, the
dread of the Turkomans—has been removed, and the
ravaging flood of the marauding mcursions fiom the
notth has been dammed up by the position of Russia,
a state of things may be brought about 1 that dis-
tuet such as has never been witnessed or experienced
there before  The Badghis, more particularly, which
has been so well described by the masterly pen of Sir
Henry Rawlinson 1n the Apul number of the Nine-
teenth Century,” 1853, has now a chance of flourishing
anew, and renderng Hewat, m good truth, the
granaty of Central Asia The fields, which were
lymg fallow until now, will be resplendent with luxu-
rant vegetation , and I do not exaggerate 1m asserting
that Heiat may become a source of revenue ten
times as large as 1t has hitherto been

“You wll, therefore, perceive, gentlemen, the 1m-
portance of Herat fiom an economic point of view I
shall now address myself to 1ts ethmeal conditions,
and may remark, m partrcular, m this connection,
that the vamous populations collected and settled here,
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m the course of history, farmsh the best means for
the conqueror to gam a foothold there, and to found
his rule on the firmest basis imagmable ~ Whalst, on
the one hand, the compact mass of Turkeydom 1s
found m the north of the Paropamisus, extending
far beyond the mght bank of the Oxus, the bulk of
Afghan elements m the south, and the unalloyed
Irandom 15 predommating i the west, Herat 1s
mhabited, on the other hand, by ethmical fragments,
whose separate interests, national and rehigious, render
a home government impossible, to the same extent
that they mecrease and support the chances of a
foreign rule  The aboriginal population 1s, as 18 well
known, Iraman, and has always been distingmshed
for its disposition to culture, 1ts peaceableness, 1ts
repugnance agamnst mibtary service, and thorough
devotion to the Government of the land To this
race belong the Sunmite and Shute Persians of Herat,
the Parsivans, properly Pars Zeban, meaning Persian-
speaking, to the south, as far as Sebzevar and Ferrah,
people who are physically classed as East Iramans,
and whose wit and civilisation have always struck me
as much as those of the modern man of Ispahan or
Shirar From amongst them have arsen the great
minds of Moslem learming m the fifteenth and six-
teenth centuries, for the long hist of Herat celebrtaes,
glorified by Baber 1 his memoirs, belongs for the
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most part to that race They have always formed the
cream of society, but m war and polities they were
ever the hindmost, and willmg to accept, without
reluctanee, any foreign rule that happened to prevail,
for the time bemg The rest of the population 1s
comprehended under the common appellation of the
Tchihar-Aimak, that 1s, four tribes, a pohitico-ethmical
expression, dating from the time of the Timurdes,
and by which those entirely strange elements were
designated, who had been assisting the hosts of the
Timurides, in their wars agamnst their western and
southern neighbours Regarding the number of these
Tchibar-Aimaks, I could glean but httle that was
posttive, nor am I disposed to have much faith in the
rehability of the statements made in that direction
by the latest mformant, the correspondent of Zfe
Tvmes with the Afghan Frontier Commission The
Jemshidis on the Khushk and along the Mur-
ghab river, ale said to have numbered, two centuries
ago, as many as sixty thousand families, and are now
+ reduced to not quite sx thousand famihes The
Firuzkuhis, therr neighbours to the east, having
Kalei-Nau (New Fort) for their centre, number eleven
thousand famihes Both are of unmixed Iraman
origm, and belong to that fraction of thewr race,
which 1n remote antiquity already had settled m the
mountains, along the border of the Iraman element,
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as a sentinel post, for which reason they obtamed the
collective name of Galtcha, a name which 15 now
apphed to the Persian mountaimeers i the neighbour-
hood of Samarkand Even fewer particulars are
known about the Teimems, who are hiving 1 the
south, and are, for the most part, farmers and trades-
men, and about the Timuiis we know no more than
that they are occupying the border regions between
Persia and Herat, and are tributaries, now of one, now
of the other The number of the entire population
of Herat may be computed to exceed one million—a
milhon of a race physically and mentally strong,
divided, as I said before, amongst themselves by
antagonistic 1nterests, noted for therr common
hate and detestation of the Afghans as well as the
Persians, and whose loftiest 1deal has always been the
independence of Herat Thus 1deal, however, Herat
has been able to grasp until now but 1arely, and that
only for a very short space of time, but the course of
historical events 1s undeigoing a great change i
Asia  Herat 15 standing on the threshold of an
extraordinary metamorphosis, and whichever of the
two European rivals may chance to get possession of
1t, he will be sure to avail himself of the favourable
circumstances to obtamn a firm hold there, and will
find an essential support mn the above-mentioned
Tchibar-Aimaks The Firuzkuhis, Jemshidis, and
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Timur:s, reared as they are 1 warfare, may be trans-
formed, at but a small expense, into an excellent
milita, and tramed mto becoming a rehable barrier
agamst Afghamstan and Persia, n the defence of the
borders of the country, whilst, at the same time, unde
the protection of a stable Government the Parsivans
and Tadpks may develop into becommg powerful
agencies of commerce and imdustry

“ The situation of Herat 15, 1n fact, such an one that,
1n 1ts commercial and strategic 1mportance, 1t 1s sur-
passed by but few cities m Asia  The commerce of
India, Sogdia, and China reached the west m ancient
times by passing through Herat, along the north of
Persia, and through the Caucasus, and continued to
follow that route until the incursion of the Mongols,
and to some extent even up to a later time Even
during our own century—nay, until quite 1ecently—
Herat has been the emporium for tea and indigo, on
the one hand, and American and English wares, such
as cotton fabrics, cloth, trmkets, etc, on the other
band I myself have witnessed the unpacking of,
and trading i, the various articles at the numerous
caravansaries, and so extensive had the trade between
the north and south become, that the villagers mn the
near viciuty of Herat earned, for the most part, their
hvelihood by the busmness of transportation At the
time I was there, there were 1n Kerrukh alone eight
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wealthy Kervanbashis, who managed with their
numerous camels the transportation between Meshed,
Bokhara, and Kandahar The merchant from Loham
and Kabul most likely conveyed his own cargvans to
Herat, but the merchants of Bokhara and Meshed
were compelled to employ the Herat forwarders, and
that Herat had always served as a channel of com-
munication between the north, south, and west, 1s
proved by the description given by the hstorans of
the past of the splendour of 1ts bazaars, of which, 1t
1§ true, there now remain but miserable ruins

“ Nature and man have co-operated i establishing
the 1mportance of this place You are well aware of
the fact, gentlemen, that all the conquerors of India
of bygone days have passed through Herat, have
marshalled their armies there, and allowed them to
rest at Herat m order to prepare them for the change
of temperatme in the southern latitudes To this
very day, this traditional highway to India 1s pre-
ferred to the route over the Hindoo Xoosh and
Kabul, not only by armies and caravans, but by
sohtary travellers, such as the pilgrims to Mecca
The pilgrm allows three months for hus journey from
Herat to Karachi—a long stptch of road, frequently
deficient 1n water, and yet he prefers it to the motn-
tan road runming more to the east, a road which, of
all the conquerors of India, was attempted only by
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Baber and his courageous compamons m arms I
wish to call your attention to the additional circum-
stance that almost every conqueror of India, advan-
cmg faom the north to the south, had secured the
possession of Merv, and of the oasis on the lower
course of the Murghab, before he proceeded to attack
Herat Timur did not invest the city on the Hen-
Rud until he had reduced the Turkomans about
Merv, and placed them under his banners The same
thing was done by Sheibani, the prince of the Usz-
begs, m the begmning of the sixteenth century,
when he first took Merv, and subsequently Herat
Nadir Shah, too, has proceeded 1n the same manner,
and 1t 18 quite remarkable that Russia, which 1s also
advancmng from the north to the south, 1s pursuing
the 1dentical policy, planting her banner on the rums
of Merv, after having subjected the three Turkestan
khanates and reduced the Turkomans, and, m order
to be quite consistent 1n acting up to the example set
by a Tmmur and a Sheibani, she now approaches the
frontiers of Herat, with the view, as may be 1magined,
of obtaimng possession of the city on the Heri-Rud,
and getting mto her hands the important central
pomt which 1s mdispensable to the further pursmt
of her ulterior plans

“ But as this event has been instrumental in bring-
mg about the recent conflict bet\\@en England and

e 12



116 THE COMING STRUGGLE FOR INDIA

Russia, and I am fully determined nol to discuss
politics m this hall, T shall abstam from speaking
here about Russian claims to Penjdeh, and the n-
tended frontier line from the Zulfikar Pass over
Akrobat, extending south of Pemydeh I shall m-
stead advert to the fact that, as far as historical
memory goes back, the district of Badghis has always
formed a component part of the province of Herat,
and was not, at any time, presumed to be a part
of either Merv, Meshed, or Nishapur respectively
Even during the period of the splendour of Herat,
under Sharukh Mirza and Hussemn Mirza, Badghis
had a governor of its own, entirely independent of
Merv and Meshed , and the same was the case under
the Sevfides, who, as 1s known, followed the Timur-
ides and the Uzbegs i thewr rule The conditions
of such a frontier Lie mn the nature of things, for
there, where the Badghis ceases, begin the sand
regions of the Turkoman steppe  Nature herself has
drawn here the precise hme of demarcation, and
Penydeh, as well as Akrobat, bemng situated withmn
the lmes of the cultivated soil of the north-western
offshoots of the Paropamisus, they belong to Badghs,
and are part of the district of Herat—such parts as
are, so to say, the keys of the routes along which the
mamn highway can be reached without any trouble
The acquisition of Herat 1s only a question of time—
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and that of a very short time—with the Power that
happens to get hold of the said pomts, for, consider-
mg the disfavour with which the Tehihar-Aimaks
and the Hezares are viewing the Afghan régume, 1t
will be an easy matter for a well-regulated European
Power to concihate the sympathy of these popula-
tions, and, sustamned by their goodwill, 1o obtam
possession of Heiat ”



CHAPTER VIII

RUSSIA’S CHANCES OF CONQUERING HERAT

Havine demonstrated the importance of Herat as a
starting-pomnt for armies, caravans—nay, for single
travellers, on a march towards India, I may now
proceed to sketch briefly the chances Russia enjoys
for her future schemes upon that town, supposmng, as
I do, that nobody expects her remaming m Penjdeh
or m Pul-1-Khatun, and that these two pownts will
form but the last station of her advance towards the
south

But, first of all, we must pomt to the facilities
Russia will acqure through her immediate neigh-
bourhood with the Tchihar-Aimaks, tribes hving
under the unsettled rule of the Afghans, and who,
even with the most peaceful dispositions, can hardly
avord becomng causes of frontier troubles and
sundry dissensions The Russians, located at Penj-
deh, and taking particular care of ther Sarmk
subjects, will very soon find fault either with the
Jemshidis on the Khushk, or waith the Hezares and
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Firuzkuhs, on the Upper Murghab  Of the lurking
hostihities between the Afghans and Russians, with
whom the catastrophe of the 30th of March will
always yemam fresh mn memory, I will not speak
at all, bemg almost sure that the vamance subsist-
mg between these two new neighbours can hardly
disappear without a fresh act of revenge Add to
this the boundless ambition of the Russian officers
at the frontier thewr insatiable lust for decora-
tions and promotions, and above all, the long-
ago settled lme of pohcy to take Herat, whatever
may be the assurances of the Czar to the contrary,
and we may be fully convinced that the dormant
desire for the possession of that eity will not remain
long unfulfilled

It has been made lately the subject of special
speculation of Enghsh political wrters that the
Court of St Petersburg, m order to disgmse 1its
real hme of policy, means either to hand over that
town to the Persians, or by using Ayoob Khan, the
most formidable nval of Abdurrahman Khan, as a
puppet 1 hus place, wall reserve this profégé of hers
for her future schemes I beheve none of these sup-
positions to be well-founded, for, admittng that
Ayoob Khan’s imprisonment m Teheran be only a
respectful detention, and that he 1s very hkely to be
let loose on the outbreak of serious complications, I
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still firmly believe that Russia will never trust any
alhes or puppets, but that she will take the place
1nto her own hands, will fortify 1t, and, by connecting
1t with the railway running from Sarakhs along the
Hen-Rud, will succeed n making of the ancient
capital of Khorassan the commercial centre and
placed’armes this town has at all times been, and
s capable of bemg in the future In fact, what
Tifhs has become to the Caucasus, Herat will become
to eastern Khorassan, and, I may add, m a com-
paratively shorter time, and with much greater
facihties, for there are no troublesome warlke
ethnical elements to be conquered and to be kept
down, such as were the Circassians, Tchetchentzians,
Lezghians, etc  In Herat no Sheikh Shamul can
come forward to unfurl the banner of holy war,
and to wage a protracted struggle aganst Russia

It has been generally overlooked that, with the
possession of Herat, Russia will get an undisputed
sway over the whole country stretching 1 the north
towards the Oxus, I mean not only over Maimene
and Andkhoi, but also over Kunduz, Aktche, Serpul,
and Shiburgan—nay, over the whole of Afghan
Turkestan, where the entire structure of Afghan
power rests upon rotten foundations, and may be
at any moment overthrown I do not allude to the
dubious condition of fidehty and allegiance of Ishak
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Khan, the Governor of Balkh, the dear cousmn of the
present ruler of Kabul, who behaves hke a semi.
mdependent prince, and has looked for a long time
with lpnging eyes towards Tashkend, but I allude
to the ethnical and political condition of this country
on the left bank of the Oxus, such an one as greatly
favours Russian 1ntentions 1n a district which has been
tonstantly undermined during the last years  As to
the pohtical claims, we have had many opportunities
of seerng how Russian newspaper-writers, travellers—
nay, statesmen and mihtary authorities, were zealous
to vindicate the right of the Emir of Bokhara to these
countries, a right which 1s historically well founded,
for beginming with the appearance of the Turk on
the scene of events up to recent times, the small
aforesaid khanates, mcluding Andkhor and Maimene,
have been really governed from the banks of the
Zerefshan, and have been regarded as dependencies
of the khanate of Bokhara Concerning the ethmcal
conditions, we must pomnt out that the preponderating
majority of the inhabitants are Turks The Ersan
Turkomans, mixed with other clans of the same
nationahity, are lving on the left banks of the
Ozus, from Tchardjw, beyond Kodja-Sahh, whlst
the Achmayh m Serpul, the Ming and Daz i
Maimene, the Kungrat in Aktche, the Kiptchaks
i the environs of Balkh, the Kangh in Khulm,
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and a mixture of Afshars and Kara-Turkomans mn
Andkhoi, may be said to amount to an average
number of one milhion

Now, these Turks have ever been the most bit-
ter enemies of the Afghans, m whom they found
not only a national aversion, but also the most
reckless tyranny, for the rapacious and plunderng
propensities of the Afghan officials are able to
alienate the sympathes and good-will of the most
patient of subjects Whilst hving amongst these
Turks I had plenty of opportumty to convince
myself of the wretched condition the people were
living m, the meaning of the proverb, Hilm: Uszbeg
Zulmy  Awghan—1 e, Uzbeg mildness and Afghan
tyranny—became clear to me, and I was not
the least astonmished when Colonel Grodekoff, travel-
ling yeais later m those distrets, made sumilar re-
marks, and heard sumlar complants of the Turks
groamng under the Afghan yoke Of course,
merciful Russia did not neglect to impart to these
poor victims the idea of humamty and blessing with
which the rule of the White Padishah 1s connected
All the Russman travellers n that part have
strengthened them 1n that belef, and Russia, once in
possession of Herat, 1s almost sure to avail herself
of the sympathies thus artifiaally produced

Last, but not least, we may mention the com-
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mercial advantages to Russia, which may prove a very
sohd bond 1n fastening the newly acquired Herat to
the bulk of her possessions n Asia  Attentave travel-
lers mays have noticed, for nearly two decades back,
the slowly but steadily advancing tide of Russian 1m-
ports from the southern shore of the Caspian sea,
through Mazendran and Khorassan The begn-
nmng was made by the trading company Kavkaz-1-
Merkur, richly subsidised by the Government, the
agents of which were spreading all over eastern
Persia, and whilst I was travelling in the country the
bazaars of Shahrud, Nishapur, Meshed, and even of
Herat were glutted with Russian wares Qute
recently sugar, chintzes, iron ware, arms, trinkets, etc,
almost exclusively of Russian make, are to be met wath
along the whole hine , and 1if we consider the extraor-
dmary facithty of communication produced, partly by
the railway laid down m Transcaspia, partly by the
opening of the road between Bokhara, Merv, and
Sarakhs, we may well anticipate the unusual develop-
ment which the Russian trade, commg m two different
channels, will and must take in the north of
Afghamistan and Persia, and that any effort of the
English to outrival the competition will be vamn and
hopeless



CHAPTER IX
ENGLISIL MEANS OF DEFENCL.

Now that the worst has befallen, and England, appar-
ently, 1s compelled to become resigned to her fate,
the question forces itself upon us whether Russia
shall be allowed to go on as hitherto, encouraged by
the ominous acquiescence and criminal mndifference of
Enghsh statesmen, 1n her usual way of aggression,
or whether an entire change of British pohcy in
Central Asia has not become an 1mperative necessity ?
I suppose that every sober-minded and patriotic
Enghshman will agree with me when I say that, con-
sidering the imminent danger lurking m every move-
ment springing from mdecision and an effete pohey,
the statesmen of Great Britamn must make up their
mmds to look comimng events boldly in the face
They can recede no more—not even a single step, and
asserting the fearlessness common to the Enghsh
character, they must declare to Russia So far you
have come, but further you shall not come, the time
for subterfuges and empty diplomatising 1s gone by,
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and every future move towards the south will be
looked upon as a declaration of war agamst England,
and will be opposed with all the available power
of Greut Bntain and India And, indeed, only the
imtentionally blind will still doubt the approach-
mg danger The famous saymng of Mr Gladstone
(vide Tus speech, November 27, 1878) “I have no
fear myself of the territoral extensions of Russia—no
fear of them whatever, I think such fears are only
old woman’s fears,” can hardly find 1ts supporters
nowadays The Duke of Argyll wrote a very few
years ago “ My own view has always been that the
conquest by Russia of the Tekke-Turkomans and of
all the tribes of Central Asia has been mewitable I
have held, further, that no eivihsation and no com-
merce could be established m those regions until that
conquest had been accomplished, and that on this
ground, as well as on several other grounds, 1t was at
once useless and undigmfied on our part to be per-
petually remonstrating agamst ‘advances’ which we
could not prevent, and which, m the nterests of
humamty, we ought not to regret” I daresay that
Ulustrious statesman will consider twice before he
utters such a view, concermmng the Russian conquest
of Herat

Henceforward all parties 1 England must agree
that Russa’s hostile designs agamst Indiaare patent,
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that all the humamtarian and civihsing work, with
which Russia has been making pretence hitherto, is a
mere humbug, and that all hopes for a mutual under-
standing m the future—I mean the divisior of the
Asiatic spoil, of which we shall speak hereafter—are
null and void It 1s, at all events, a most saddening
spectacle that Russia, led on and encouraged by English
self-delusion, has succeeded hitherto m securmg ma-
terial and enormous advantages over her rival, such
advantages as will form a standing perl to England,
and will hardly be overcome, not even by the most
extraordinary pluck and perseverance, which are the
pre-emment qualities of the Anglo-Saxon race

Furst of all, we may hint at the uninterrupted chain
of communication Russia has 1n her rear, from the mn-
terior of the mother country to the very gate of India
It 1s abundantly known that, besides the Caucasus
having a standing army of from 120,000 to 150,000
men, Russia 15 able to get support from Odessa to
Batoum 1n one day, from Batoum to Baku a train 1s
able to run 1 exghteen hours, and from the last-named
place, across the Caspian sea, steamers run to Mik-
hailofsk m twenty-four hours Here begms the
Transcaspran Railway—it will soon be fimished to
Ashkabad—the prolongation of which has been re-
cently sanctioned as far as Sarakhs, enabhng Russia
thus to send troops in something less than six days
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from Odessa to Sarakhs, which 1s a hundred miles dis-
tant from Herat, whilst the English, supposing the
rallway sanctioned by the Government as far as
Pishin, to be fimshed m two years, are stll 470
miles distant from Herat We may add as well, that
the one hundred miles separating Russia from Herat
lie 1n a fertile, level and well watered country, whilst
the 470 miles an Enghsh army would have to make,
pass through a frequently arid tract, and haunted by
a population, the friendly feelngs and assistance of
which cannot always be relied upon In summing up
briefly what we said before, we can state that Russia
will be able to march to Herat from her railway ter-
minus 1n eight or ten days, whilst England, consider-
mg the great distance, would require forty-seven
days, to say the least an extraordinary difference in
time and m the facihties of locomotion, if we con-
sider the important part ialways are playmg m
modern waxfare

Reflecting, therefore, upon this great drawback
England has to contend with mn any future complica-
tions with Russia, which through her position 1
Penjdeh has become an immimnent threat, 1t would be
the most pertlous self-delusion to adhere 1n future to
the principle of Afghan neutrahity, or of Afghan
friendship, a prmciple laid down by such states-
men only as, eager to shirk liabilities and fond of
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patchwork, were either short-sighted enough to 1g-
nore unmistakable facts, or betrayed utter want of
patriotism 1 trying to put on the shoulders of thewr
successors burdens such as they themselves did not
feel equal to sustaming I have always mdiculed
the 1dea of making a buffer of the country of the
Afghans, bemng fully convinced of the want of elas-
ticity of the material employed for that purpose I
never was a believer m Afghan friendship, and even
now I beleve that such sympathies will come for-
ward only if far greater dangers threateming from
the north compel the unruly fanatic mountameers
beyond the Suleiman range to look to the British
hon for shelter In the meantime I should not wait
until the whole nation gets convinced of the necessity
of such a step But the 1dea of a whole Afghan
nation being a preposterous one, considering that these
unmanageable elements can be hardly ever roused 1nto
umty, 1t suggests itself to now make use of that
portion of the national element which stands nearest
to the possibility of a voluntary movement of that
character, that portion which 1s headed now by a
prince aware of the grawity of the situation, and
who, owing to Inus thorough knowledge of the cha-
racter of greedy, faithless, and despotic Russia, will
give preference to English offers of amity, and who,
utterly convinced of the necessity of yielding, will
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and must prefer to lose one portion of his dommions
rather than to risk the whole, and to stake his crown
and the 1ndependence of his nation

I am fully aware of the great aversion felt m
England, particularly by a certamn party i the
country, to any policy which would 1nvolve fresh hos-
tilities aganst Afghamstan, ¢ ¢, a third Afghan war
Well 1f there 1s any possibility of a reasonable
rehance upon the good fath of Emur Abdurrah-
man, of course 1t would be better to avoid any
coercive measure éausmg war, and to convince that
ruler that 1t 1s hus own interest to have the railway
extended from the Indus up to Kandahar, with a
telegraph lie as far as Herat For the sake of not
giving umbrage to the suspicious Afghans, I would
agree with the muhtary correspondent of Zhe Times
(May 26) to have the terminus of the railway outside
Kandahar held eventually by a small picked garrison
of 200 or 300 native troops But, as to Herat, I
believe that there cannot be any consideration for
Afghan susceptibilities, as the fortifications of that
place must be put m a proper state of defence at
Brtash cost and supermtended by officers of the Royal
Engineers  The escort of the resident should consist
of a regament of sepoys, of a company of pioneers, of a
squadron of native cavalry, and of a battery of native
artillery , and provisioned for six months, as the above-
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quoted mihtary correspondent suggests 1t could be if
lodged 1n the citadel, this would be the best safeguard
agamnst a Russan coup de masn, which has become
recently, smce the occupation of Pemjdeh, such an
mmmment danger

Now, to such propositions people will naturally
object by saymg We won’t jeopardise the lives of
our officers at the distant outposts, we will have no
renewal of catastiophes hike those of Burnes and
Cavagnar1 n Kabul, and we abhor any transaction
based upon the amty of the Afghans My answer
to such objections 15 simply this, that 1f the Emir 1s
unwilling or mcapable to afford sufficient protection
to those who labour for the safety of s crown and
national independence, then he 1s erther not the de
Jacto ruler of his country, or he harbours hostile
feelings against England , and m ether case, England
must resort to force, and carry out the measures of
defence of her own frontiers with every means at her
disposal This would, of course, mean a third Af-
ghan war, a shocking eventuahty for many Enghsh
politicians  but smce Russia cannot and ought not
to be permitted to occupy at random this important
place, which would make her, practacally, master of
all Afghamstan, and rum for ever Britsh presfige m
Asa, I beheve that of the two evils, namely, a
war with Russia or Afghanistan, the lesser one must
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be chosen, for there can be no mistake about 1t
that the immediate neighbourhood of Russia to India
18 far more dangerous, and may prove far more costly
than amy forcible serzure of Kandahar, or garmsonng
of Herat If the ILuberals had not pursued the
suicrdal policy of evacuating Kandahar m 1880, a blun-
der which they themselves now regietfully acknow-
ledge, as I myself had occasion to hear during my
last stay in England from the lips of emment Inberal
statesmen, the eventuahity of a thud Afghan war
would be entirely beyond the range of any possibility
But this national calamity cannot be now repaired,
and if Emir Abdurrahman, who was mvited, a poor
begga1, to sit on the throne of s cousin, and would
have been ready to concede at that time any con-
dition offered, be likely now to oppose, and even to
tight agamst the execution of these schemes, salutary
to himself and to the iteiest of Great Britam, I
beg leave to remaik that even i that case England
ought not to retreat from carrymng out the unasoid-
able measures for the defence of her frontier  As
matters stand to-day, the Emir will certainly consider
twice of 1t before he enters into hostiities with
England, and I am not in the least afraxd of hus
making common cause with Russia and i casting his
lot with the conqueror of the north The disastrous
fate which has befallen s uncle, Shir Al Khan,
°*J2
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nses up before his vision hke a dread spectre A
twelve years’ intimate connection with Russian officers
has fully imparted to him the knowledge of the
farthlessness and unrehableness of the Muscovites,
and really, if such had not been the case, he would
have long ago been caught i the net of Russian m-
trigues, and beguled by promises profusely sent
from Tashkend, would not have come to Rawul
Pindy, and would not have fought Alikhanoff on the
Khushk As to the people of Kandahar, there 1s
not the shghtest apprehension of their resistance, as
we formerly stated The west of Afghamstan 1s
quite different from the east and north of that
country Here the Afghan element 15 not so com-
pact, for 1t reaches only to the Hilmend, or, at the
utmost, beyond Girishk, nor 1s 1t conspicuous for those
military qualities geneially applied to the whole
nation

Sir Richard Temple, who speaks of the Afghans
as a fighting race, and who gives full credit to their
martial virtues, says, among other things “This
description 1s appheable fully to the country around
Kabul, and to northern Afghamstan, but i a much
less degree to the country round Kandahar, and to
southern Afghanistan , mdeed, many believe that the
caty and distmet of Kandahar could, 1f necessary, be
permanently held  There 15 a considerable difference
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between the chaiacter of the northern tribes and that
of the southern ”

In summing up, therefore, all the means of de-
fence *available to England, we must come to the
conclusion that the hine of pohey hitherto followed,
with regard to Afghanistan, must undergo an entire
and radical change The time for experimenting 1s
wrrevocably gone, the 1dea of convineing the Emir of
British friendship, and getting 1n exchange for 1t
Afghansympathies, must be diopped forever, for should
he prove obstmately blind to his own interests, then
he cannot be used as an ally in the defence of India
To dally with the sympathies of Asiatics, and particu-
larly of Mohammedan Asiatics, 1s a pastime which only
Russia may permit herself, as she 1s quite supertor to
England 1 duly appreciating the doubtful value of
such Eastern aiticles She, above all, takes caie to
fetter tightly her Asiatic neighbours or allies, she
even goes so far as to cripple them, and 1if these
allies or neighbours, after having been rendered
totally innocuous and powerless, will come forward
with their sympathies, she then only allows them to
make declarations of love, and only permits herself,
occasionally, the luxury of responding with a fond
simper England, on the contrary, unable to under-
stand the real value of Asatic professions of amity,
has been too frequently misled i her dealngs with
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Mohammedan powers in Central Asia  She has opened
her purse hberally, giving rich subsidies 1n money
and 1 arms, forgetting entirely the lesson experience
might have taught her, that this money and these
arms will be employed by her good friends to fight her
What use 18 there in the £120,000 annually given
to Emir Abdurrabman, refusing as he does, even now,
to recerve an Enghsh officer as an envoy and repre-
sentative of the Viceroy® Whenever the attention of
the Government has been called to this anomaly, we
generally got to hear that the Emr could not
guarantee the safety of the Englsh representative
agamst s fanatical and 1ll-disposed subjects Is
Sir Bartle Frere not quite mght, when he remarks
on ths subject—“I have never beheved i the
vahidity of this objection, and I should consider it
qute chimerical, unless 1t were formally stated by
the Ruler himself In that case, I should pomnt out
to him the absurdity of s calling himself the Ruler
of a country where he could not ensure the safety of
an honoured guest I should decline to communicate
with him except through a representative aceredited to
him lke our envoys at other Asmatic courts, and I
should state clearly the impossibility of our talking of
friendly relations with a nation where our represen-
tative would not be welcomed ” (“ Afghamstan and
South Africa,” 5th edition, London, 1881, p 36)
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So much for the main lme of future Russan
aggiession through Afghamstan As far as regards
the lateral movements across the Oxus to Balkh, and
over the Hindoo Koosh to Kabul, such movements are
scarcely worth noticing, and the Russians were the
first who, convinced of the impossibility of carrymg
out such a scheme, had years ago bestowed the
greatest care upon the man road leading from the
Caspian ac1oss the Turkoman country, through Herat.
We have still further to allude to the way of commu-
mication, hitherto only secretly discussed, through the
Pamr Plateau, which, starting from one of the passes
of the Alax Mountains in Khokand, 1s sad to convey a
Russian column 1 a very short time to Yassin and
Ghilghit, enabling the daing adventurers to drop
down like a Dens ez machind, and to attack the Eng-
hsh from a vulnerable and least expected side As
there 18 no historical record of such a feat n march-
mg, we should rather turn our attention to a ques-
tion which has 1 these latter days been the subject
of so many and vared discussions—namely, to the
military strength of the two 11val Powers, and the
skill and preparation necessitated by the futme
struggle But this bemg the province of a strctly
mibhtary pen, and being, therefore, utterly beyond the
range of my hiterary powers, I beg to refer my reader
to a chapter m Col Malleson’s lately published
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excellent Little book, #The Russo-Afghan Question
and the Invasion of India,” headed * The Armies on
both sides,” an elaborate and exhaustive paper which
affords us an insight mto the mihtary stremgth of
both Powers available 1 a contest for India

In connection with these statements 1 would only
remark that, bemg accustomed to judge.Russia, not
from the extension she shows on the geographical
maps, but from the strength she was able fo display
on the battlefields of Europe and Asia, I must say
that I do not share the opimions of those who attri-
bute to that gigantic empue such a formidable and
extraordinary power of action An army which ran
a great risk of bemng thrown into the Danube, the
Emperor and general staff mcluded, by the 1ll-fed,
half-naked, and emaciated Twkish soldiers, if the
regiments of little Roumania had not hastened to her
assistance—such an army I cannot call a formidable
one Still less does 1t mspire me with fear, if brought
face to face with the hardy, plucky, and intrepid
British soldiers of India, who, led by such generals
as Donald Stewart, Roberts, Charles Macgregor, and
others lhike them, would certamnly keep up therr old
reputation, and do thewr duty for the welfare of the
country Why should we overlook the enormous
difference existing between military materal recruited
from a free country, and led by hghly-educated
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patriotic officers on the one hand, and between the
poor slave forcibly enhsted by despotic power, and
commanded by officers who, brought up n gambling,
debauchery, and the mdulgence n dissipations of
every kind, can hardly be ammated by the noble
spirit of fiee men Indeed, 1t 15 a bitter wony of
fate to have fo draw comparsons between the abihities
of a nation standing at the top of our civihsation, the
prototype of liberal mstitutions for the whole wold,
the lummous fountamn of science and of many
glorious achievements of mankind, and of a society
noted for 1ts abominable vices, where truth-speaking
1s an unheard-of occurience, and where an emperor
said “that he was only safe with s palace built of
gramte, which could not be stolen by his dear sub-
jects or hus surroundings ”

In continumng to speak of the means of defence
agamnst Russian aggression upon India, we must at the
same time remark that England should return to the
position she occupied up to the last six years m the
Mohammedan world at large, a position which she has
forferted through what can only be called the stupidity
of a certam class of her statesmen, who, actuated by
gross 1gnorance and mischievous party spint, were
foohish enough to sneer at those very conditions which
gave strength to the Englsh rule i India, and to
Enghsh mnfluence all over Moslem Asia  The reader
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must know that, up to recent times, the Mohammedan
Asiatic concerved under the notion of Europe of two
main agencies One was the continually destructive,
encroaching, and extirpating power—namely, Russia
—whom he 1dentified with Dedjal (the anti-Chrst),
with the implacable enemy of Islam, who can never
be appeased, and with whom 1t 1s hopeless to make
any terms whatever As the second agency, and
quite m contrast to the former, he knew England,
whom he 1dentified with the 1dea of Conservatism, of
peaceful and friendly neighbourhood, and 1 whom he
hiked to discover a non-Mohammedan who could not
be styled a totally black unbeliever The Enghsh
Church has no images to worship, 1t does not admit
fanatic hatred of foreign rehgions, whilst the mamn
features of English chaiacter, such as coolness, com-
posure, steadiess, etc, are quite 1 keeping with
what a Turk, an Arab, and the rest of the Moham-
medans, save the Persians, imagine under the name
of a gentleman During my long and mtimate con-
nection with Mohammedans m Asa, I always heard
them extolling the virtues of the Enghsh, Enghsh
manufactures being the most solid, and the Enghsh
rule the most beneficent, so that Central Asian
pgnms, on staitng from therr distant homes,
through India to Mecca, were not half so afraid of
perils and hardships i store from them as those of
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therr colleagues whose way led them through Russia,
and who brought back with them the most frightful
accounts of the vexatious rapaciousness and cruelties
they had been subjected to by the official and non-
official world In acquiring such experiences, I began
to undeistand the secret of British supremacy in
India, and I said to myself, what on earth could the
English not achieve with this moial standing and
reputation ? The reader may imagme my astomsh-
ment, when I afterwards saw Englsh statesmen prid-
g themselves upon and glorymng in the destruction
of this emment advantage, and, ridiculing what 1s
called presfige, begmning to emulate Russia in her
reckless and unjustifiable enmity agamnst the Moham-
medan world I allude, of course, to the attitude
assumed by the Liberal Mimstiy against Turkey, to
the disgraceful comedy at Duleigno, to the mglorious
policy n Egypt, and to many, many other mecidents
aimmg at the entire destruction of Turkey, of that
only power 1 the world which can be of great service
to England’s standing 1 Asia, and cordial relations
with which offer the best safeguard to English power
1 Mohammedan India

Of course, there have been, and there are, even
now, contradictory opimions as to the hink existing
between the Mohammedans of India and those
of Turkey T have read, quite 1ecently, in a paper
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written by an evidently staunch Laberal, and pub-
hished in the MNncteenth Century (Apnl, 1885), the
followng remark —*“Judging from my own ex-
pertence m India, I am of opmion thatthe vast
majority of Mussulmans there, hike the vast majonity
of Christians 1n Europe, aie occupied chiefly with
things of this world, taking thought for the morrow,
how they may eat and drink, and wherewithal they
may be clothed, and tioubling their heads very little
about the Caliph of Islam, his triumphs and defeats ”
Considening that this opmion 1s shared by many
other mfluential statesmen of the same school, I beg
leave to remaik that “ my own opinions,” based upon
a long and mtimate connection with the Mohammedan
world of Asia, have impiessed me with the fact that
there 15 a strong tie of umty between the true
beheveis on the Indus and then co-religionaiies on
the Bosphoius, a umty which has mamfested itself
durmg the late Russo-Turkish war, through the large
sums voluntarly contributed by Indian mce-mer-
chants, landowners and Moulwis to the exchequer of
Constantinople, and which can be easily fostered by
the influential native press, and made a source of
great discomfort to the Enghsh, should they persevere
n their enmty towards the Caliph, the legally ac-
knowledged head of the whole Mohammedan world
If the gentlemen 1n Downing Street are not aware
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of the fact that Hindoo Rajahs of Moslem faith, mn
returning from England, whére they finished ther
studies, are most anxious to pay their respects to the
Sultan a$ Stambul, T would gently whisper mto then
ear that there always aie certamn mollas, dervishes
and sheiks, 1n the close proximuty of the Sultan, who
regularly undertake errands to Bombay, Calcutta, and
Lahore, and who, returning fiom the distant East to
the so-called Hind Tekes: (Indian Convent) in Con-
stantmople, are generally the beaiers of such mes-
sages and mterchange of 1deas, as fully testify to the
common cause of the two extreme links of Moslem
society

The Sultan, although politically a sick and half-
dead man, still represents, from a religious pomnt of
view, a great moral power, and as 1 1emember well
the words addressed by the late Reshid Pasha to a
Hindoo Mghammedan of note n 1837, during the
Sepoy mutiny—words which left a deep impiession
upon that fanatic man from the banks of the Indus,
I may be well entitled to assume that words pio-
nounced by the Sultan m a contrary meaning would
not muss their effect To Russia, Germany, Italy, etc,
the Turk may be “ unspeakable,” and may be driven
out “bag and baggage” from Europe, but to
England’s standing 1n Asia he may still be of great
use, and an alhance with the Ottoman Empire
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recommends 1tself best to ward off Russian encroach-
mentsn Asia  Turkey, possessing even now 400,000
men of the best fighting mateial, 18 by no means
a contemptible ally, and will fill up the gap left
through the nefficiency of Enghsh mihtary piepara-
tion  With a compawatively small assistance of
money, England, without being compelled to use the
dublous blustermg of the Germans, expressed mn
the words “ Unser Volk m Waffen” (Our people
m arms), may soon get an aimy able to work
wonders 1 the mterior of Asia, an army which will
certamly better answer expectations than the famous
united force of Europe sent agamst Russia during
the Crimean war, which force, directed by the in-
trigues of Napoleon III, made itself immortally
ndiculous by 1ts achievements

Persia, 1 every respect inferior to Twkey, and
unable therefore to offer similar advantages, can be
nevertheless of use to England, 1f the Shah can close
Khorassan agamnst an mvading Russian army, if he
prohibits the carrying out of provisions beyond the
north-eastern frontier, and facilitates, at the same
time, the carrymg into effect of Enghish plans  As to
those Mohammedans who now are under Russian rule
bemg brought mto a connection with an eventual at-
tempt to revolutionise the Bokhamans, Khokandians,
and Khivans, I cannot agiee with those Enghsh
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pohiticians who put any faith m this ultimate mea-
sure The flame of rebelhon might be easily kindled
by the adversary too, and in such a case England
would fave worst, for Tadjiks, Sarts, and Uzbegs ae
cowards, and there 1s no power to rouse them agamst
Russia, considering that the shadow of a Cossack
suffices to strike terior mto the breasts of hundreds
of the settled inhabitants of the three khanates, who
ought never to be compared with the Indian
Mohammedan, the heir of the mihitary vutues of his
conquering ancestors

It 18 only as to the Turkomans that I would
make an exception, knowing them, as I do, from
an mtimate mtercourse  These adventurous and un-
principled cluldren of the desert, famous for then
boundless greed, have been partly subdued by force of
arms, and partly now adhere to Russia owmng to the
fact of the so-called “wandering rouble ” But the
rouble 18 a very poor champion if compared with the
sovereign , 1ts convineing power 1s certamnly wanting
m supertonity, and Enghsh outhidding, properly
applied, can easily bung Sariks, Salors, and Mervians,
and, particularly, the Turkomans around Andkhos,
under the standard of England For a transaction
of this kind, England wants agents hike Alikhanoff,
Tahiroff, and Naziroff, who may be easily found m
the ranks of the auxihary Ottoman army, Osmanhs,
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whose language 15 understood by the Turkoman, and
who, known as brotheis, are able to turn the whole
Turkoman nation mto the camp of the Enghsh, iof
sufficiently assisted  As to the frequently d1scusse<‘i
diversion agamst the Caucasus, the Enghsh may, by
such a move, mterrupt the despatch of military
succour, but I do not beheve m the possibihity of
revolutiomsing that country agamnst Rusma The
Georgan and Aimeman nationahsts, of whom we
used to read m the Enghsh piess, are 1n a mmouty
hardly woith considerng, and the only revolutionary
element which might have created trouble, I mean
the Mohammedan Circassians, have been long since
duven out of the country by the sagacious and
cautious Russians  Two-thirds of these warhke
mountaineers, thus expatnated, have perished m
Tukey
In concluding this chapter, treating of the means
of defence left to England, I cannot leave unmen-
tioned one pomnt, to which, though seemingly out of
place from a foreigner, I nevertheless must allude as
to the fons ef origo mal 1 mean, party politics m
England, which have, of late, so essentially mjured
the Imperial mterests of that country, and which
really have done so much harm to England’s position
sm Asia, that the most strenuous efforts of very
many years to come may scarcely be able to heal the
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wounds and restore the respect and consideration for
England, so wantonly destroyed by the selfishness of
one party m 1its struggle against the other The
frivohty and short-sightedness exhibited by a certan
pohtical party, of late years, culmmnating i the
famous Egyptian ophthalmy, was really of such a
nature as to make people despair of the results of
constitutional hfe In a superficial judgment one
might have taken the statesmen, who have been
deliberately decerved by Russia step by step in Asa,
who have made all Ewope an enemy to England,
and who have shown cold indifference whilst the
prestige of Great Britam was gomg to pieces all over
the world, exther as miscreants, or as men escaped
from the lunatic asylum Foreigners, indeed, enter-
tam such an opmion, but my experience has taught
me that Enghsh statesmen, no matter to what party
they belonged, were honest and patriotic m then
mtentions, and that 1t 15 only the great misfortune of
the country that their political views aie biassed by
party spirit, employed even 1n cases where the actual
merits of the respective measures are very question-
able, and when 1t becomes patent that 1t 1s not the
welfare of the country, but that of the party, which
15 aimed at

In order to put an end, once for all, to the occur- *
rence of such injurious eventuahties, 1t seems to me

*K
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unavoidably necessary that, besides the two leading
parties of the country, a third one, namely, a
national and imperial party, should come forward
—a party whose exclusive care should:be be-
stowed upon the foreign relations of Great Brmtam,
and who, alive to the unportance of a great national
policy befitting the vast dommions of the Queen-
Empress, should not allow the honour of the
country to drift at random through party strifes and
rivalries  But, where one paity undoes the work
achieved by 1ts predecessors i power, the progress,
nay, even the maurtenance of imperial strength
and power will become utterly mmpossible, and the
worst of all 1s that, according to the Latin saymg,
“antcr duos htwgantes tertrus est gaudens,” the fertius,
namely, Russia, has really made the best out of these
petty squabbles, and, whilst the Enghsh were
quarrelling about the Why and How of the measures
under consideration, the msidious bear was quetly
trotting towards India



CHAPTER X

THE ONLY REASONABLE LINE OF DEFENCE

Ir 1s just the consideration of the above-quoted vacil-
lation of the politicians of Great Britain, which re-
minds us of the extraordinary fact, that in default of
a constantly and unifoimly ruling spimt, England has
been unable to decide to this day the question whether
the possession of India ought to be defended by the
seemingly natwal barrier m the mountams of the
north-west, involving the 1mmediate nexghbourhood of
Russia on the Indus, or whether 1t would be more
judicious to erect outworks, to have a gldces of defence,
and consequently not to allow the Cossack to
approach either the Kheiber or the Bolan Passes
And strange to say, this highly serious and immportant
question 1s even now left open for discussion mn this
country, called pre-eminently practical! Hanmibal
ante portas, and my English friends are continually
quarreling whether the Indus, the Hilmend, or the
Her1-Rud ought to be made the line of defence!
Certanly 1t 1s a most afficting sight to see a man
"k 2
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who 15 attacked by a crafty enemy, pondering on the
choice of arms at a moment when the hostile sword
is at his throat

It 15 not my mtention to dwell here‘at any
length on the views expressed by me with reference
to this question, ten, fifteen, nay twenty years
ago, for T suppose 1t 1s pretty well-known to the
English reader, in general, that I always stood
up m my writings for the erection of a bulwark for
the defence of India which should be mn due proportion
to the object to be defended I mean to say, I found
1t always evident—and T am glad to see myself
sustamed by the highest mihtary authorities—that
England absolutely needs outworks for a vahd defence
of her north-western frontier, that the 1dea of having
Russia mn the immediate neighbourhood of Hindostan
must be definitely dropped, and nobody must dream
any more of accepting the phrase an English states-
man used to me twelve years ago —“ Justas I prefer
having a well-dressed, educated and polite neighbour,
mstead of a dirty-looking savage barbaran, so we
prefer having Russia close at our frontier, instead
of the unruly, unmanageable, and wild Afghans”
Nowadays everybody 1s convinced that India, under
the present circumstances, 1s still to be compared to
a powder-mill, mto the viemity of which no man of
sound mind would admt an enemy, with burning
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tinder m his hand, ready to throw the incendiary
spark 1nto the powder of s neighbour, and anxious
to turn to lus advantage the ensumng explosion
Russiay indeed, has already tried, m 1878, to make such
a stroke with her army collected on the Oxus, and she
really planned what Skobeleff called —*The means
of a hard blow, struck in the fiont simultaneously
with a mutiny fomented at the rear of the Indus”
At that time the Congiess of Berlin restiamed the
Russian arm, nevertheless, 1t never ceased to be a
favourite 1dea with her, cairymg out the will of
Skobeleff, who thus summed up this pohey —“1t will
be 1n the end our duty to orgamse masses of Asatic
cavalry, and to hurl them into India, under the
banner of blood and pillage, as a vanguard, as 1t were,
thus reviving the times of Tamerlane ”

In considering the chance of Russian success 1n an
attempt to foment a mutiny, and to cause a general
or a partial rising, we must look solely to England’s
present situation m India, and, steadily keeping before
our eyes the results of her pohcy so far, ask ourselves
the pregnant question whether, durmng her rule of
nearly a century, attended by the never-ceasing work
of civihisation, she has so far succeeded 1 securing
the sympathies of the 250,000,000 of foieign sub-
jects under her sway, as to be justified in expecting
that, at a critical moment, these subjects will not
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countenance a change of masters, and that they
would look upon England’s enemy as the enemy of
India, and make common cause with her agamst any
external attack ¢

The answer to this question 1s the pivot-pomnt
upon which the chances of the great contest between
the two rival European colosst m Asia are turn-
g, for England, even under most auspicious en-
cumstances, strategically, would be hardly equal to
the task of defending her gigantic empire aganst
external attacks, if its inhabitants, averse to her
sceptre, were to entertain at the same time, m hopes
of bettermg their fortunes, a secret longing for a new
master This question has been mquuned mnto and
discussed numberless times, mn every imagimable
aspect, withm the last twenty years, nay, during the
whole of this century, and if, m spite of the con-
siderable literature which has sprung up i connec-
tion with 1t, I venture to say a word or two on the
subject, I do so for the sole reason that, owing to the
neutral stand-pomt I occupy, and to my experience,
both practical and theoretical, amongst Asatics, ex-
tending over a score of years, I consider myself
quabfied to treat 1t with the fullest objectivity I
repeat, with some emphasis, “ amongst Asiatics,” for 1t
1510 India that we find the richest fountam of Asiatic
views of Ife, and hence have emanated all those
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pecubiarities, prejudices, and superstitions, with which
we constantly meet, 1 the shape of the most irrecon-
cilable contrast with our own views of life, among the
Turks, drabs, Persians, Tartars, Afghans, etc, and
which have occasioned such great dafficulties m all
efforts to diffuse the light of modern culture m the
East In India, where these contrasts make them-
selves oftener conspicuous, the work of transforma-
tion and modernisation has involved the gieatest
mmaginable struggle , and we have only to thank the
tenacity of Englishmen, and the degree of hugh culture
meident to Bntish cvibsation, that any breaches
have been effected 1n these ancient rampats of Asiatic
effeteness, and, whete the extreme pomnts of the two
avibsations so diametrically opposed to each other
have come 1n contact, that there, m some places, the
1deas of the nimeteenth century have already begun
to force their way

Upon a closer exammation of the gigantic work
of the British civihisers, we find that of the two
chief elements m India, the Brahmimic and the
Moslem, the former offers less resistance and proves
much more amenable to civilising nfluence than
the Mohammedan In spite of the merciless mgour
of the system of castes and the mtualstic laws,
according to which no Vishnu-worshipper 1s per-
mitted to come mto direct contact with a Chrstian,
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or even to allow the shadow of one to fall upon him,
the number of Hindostanees of Brahmimec faith
educated 1 Enghsh schools and employed m the
British service by far exceeds the number of Moslem
Himndoos similarly educated and employed It would
be unjust to aseribe this ratio to the preponderating
majonty of the Brahminic population, for the same
ratio 18 mamntamed m these districts even where the
Vishnu-worshippers happen to be i a mmonty The
non-Mohammedan Himdoo represents, no doubt, the
primeval type of the Asatic cast of mind, but the op-
pression he has been subjected to for over a thousand
years has rendered him more manageable and docile,
he submits with better grace to the dictates of the
foreign 1uler than s Mohammedan countiyman,
and 1f the latter has been lately complaming that he
18 excluded from lis share i the State offices, and 1s
less favoured by the English than his Hindoo neigh-
bour, he may attribute the cause of this to himself
For 1t was his Moslem fanaticism, coupled with the
recollection of the part he had once played as one of
the 1uling class, which has always impeded, and, to
some extent, still renders impossible the work of
assimilation

An attempt on the part of the Enghsh to cloak
over, or to 1gnore, this marked sullenness exhibited
by the Moslem element would be criminal, and would
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ternbly revenge itself m time Let us own 1t
frankly Islam has mamfested this feature m 1ts
struggle with occidental culture, 1n all the continent
alike, throughout the whole length and breadth of 1ts
extent Material dechine may have made 1t suscep-
tible to temporary impiessions, but these impressions
very soon ghded off 1ts body It 1s, and remains, the
old and mcornigible representative of Asiatic fanati-
asm, which will enter mto no compromises with the
modern march of the world, and will rather hasten
towards sure and metrievable ruin than yield to those
1deas which the world of the unbeheving, the enemies
of the Prophet, are proclaiming and propagating I
am by no means exaggeiating when I assert, that, m
the coalition of his fanatic brethren in faith, the
Mohammedan 1n India stands foremost, and that the
most stubborn opposition to the teachings of ow
avilisation will come fiom him In domng so I am
not guided quite by the views contaned 1n a woik of
Mr W W Hunter’s, entitled Our Indian Mussul-
mans, and published many yeais ago, nor do I aim at
that hot-bed of Vahabism i Patna, or the Zealotism
of the Indian Moulwis, but I am speaking from my
own personal experience, recaling my intimate inter-
course with Indian Mohammedans of rank and
position, m many lands of the Islam world, and
especially calling to my mmd the troops of half-naked,
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savage-looking, and raving dervishes, all of them
Indians by birth, who are wildly rushing through
the countries of Islam, and appear, to their fellow-
believers of a foreign tongue, like some dreads beings
engendered by intense religious mama I have
observed the same feature i princes and ex-princes
dressed after the Kuropean fashion and speaking
Enghish fluently, who are hving on the rich fees
obtained for thewr crowns, m pomp and high state on
the Thames, and are overwhelmed with marks of dis-
tietion by the Queen and the anstocracy of the land,
but who, although they make at times concessions to
European usages, are, nevertheless, mspired by the
wildest and most 1ntense hatred of everything that 1s
Chustian

If, with a mnind free from bias, we search for the
causes of this bitter hostility, we are unable to dis-
cover anything else but that animosity which always
exists between the 1uled and the foreign 1ulers of a
country, particulaily if they happen to be separated
by the wide gulf of differences in rehgion, funda-
mental differences 1 manners and views of life, and
more especially if Mohammedans and Christians are
the parties opposed to each other It would be hardly
possible to find any other 1mportant cause to account
for this unreasoming enmity—certamnly not m the
changed circumstances of the Rajahs of to-day,
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when compared with the situation of their prede-
cessors, under therr own native princes—not to
percerve which would be hike simulating bhindness
Law, order, and perfect security, as we shall after-
wards pomt out, have taken the place of Asatic
absolutism and tyranny, and the msecunty of life
and property which formerly prevailed

The 1mproved situation in India, the blessings of
modern culture, the re-assertion of human nghts, will
meet with appreciation and thanks here and there,
among the lowest classes of the people, but un-
fortunately 1n Asa, even more than i Europe, the
great masses are following their chosen leades, erther
rehgious or social, and as 1t 1s to these leaders
England has done most haim, the latter will not be
concihated by concessions of any kind It will take
a long time before people m Asia will become con-
vinced of theeriors of the old order of things, and
made to recogmise the inhumamty and unnaturalness
of the ohgarchy, and as England has borne down
most severely on this very ohgarchy m the Moslem
portion of India, and, indeed, given 1t the death-blow,
one need not wonder if, n certamn circles, at this early
day already, the advantage of Russian supremacy 1s
bemng talked about

Whenever I have pressed these promment and
cultivated Hindostanees, who were longmng for a
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change from Enghsh to Rusman rule, as to the mo-
taves for their northern sympathies, I invanably got
the same answer —* The Russians are more phant,
they are less stiff m their intercourse , their character,
therr system of government, and therr 1deas n
general are more Asatic than those of the Englsh,
they are much nearer to us, and, if fate has decreed a
foreign rule over us, we are hikely to make better
arrangements with them than with the Enghsh”
We meet, at times, with similar voices i the
native press, especially the Moslem, and although
T am not disposed to 1mmediately accept these utter-
ances as the umiversal expression of public opimion,
yet I deem the very existence of such arguments to
be of a critical nature, and am, therefore, far from
sharing the confidence prevailing in certain circles of
Enghsh pohiticians as regards the feelings of grati-
tude entertamned by these adopted Asiatic children,
who have been reared with so much trouble and pans,
and at such an expense

Leaving out of view the danger last adveited to,
there have been complamnts latterly in the English
press about the excessive mihitary power of the so-
called vassal States These complamts are tolerably
well founded, for the 49,050,000 Mohammedans and
Hindoos hiving under the sway of native princes, who
have an army of 349,835 men and 4,327 cannon at
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therr disposal, will not be hkely to be more sub-
servient to Enghsh interests n moments of danger
than the remamimg 200,000,000 Asiatics who are the
absolute subjects of the English Crown, and may
cause serious troubles, m spite of the very question-
able value of therr military strength, brought lately
under notice by a paper of Sir Lepel Gniffin  In this
connection the twenty-two Mohammedan vassal States
must be especially considered, and among them
Hyderabad, Bhopal, and Bhavalpur more particu-
cularly, owmng to the not inconsiderable political
mmportance they can boast of The first named, with
a population of 11,000,000, has 8,000 cavaly, 36,000
mfantry, and 725 cannon, the second, with a popula-
tion of not quite a milhon, has 2,200 foot-soldiers,
700 cavalry, and 60 cannon, whilst the third, al-
though possessing a population of but half a millon,
18 mamtainng, owmng to her position as a border
State, even a much laiger force It 1s true that the
soldiers of these Mohammedan vassal States are far
behind the Enghsh 1 mihtary traming, but such a
lack might easly find a compensation 1n rehgious
fanaticism A summons from one of those princes to
the entire Moslem world might be fraught with the
utmost danger to England, even without any mstiga-
tion from abroad, and I am, therefore, altogether at
a loss to discover those elements of security which
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would make the approach of the northern rival to the
Indian frontier a matter of indifference to England,
still less do I understand the ostentatious calmness
paraded by certain political circles 1n England with
regard to the posstbibty of such an event Indeed,
parading 1s the proper word to be used here , for the
greatest optimist and Russophil must admit to him-
self the appropriateness in this case of the com-
parison, so frequently used, of the dynamite factory
and the evil-minded neighbour, and concede the
mnevitable necessity of erecting an outwork m Af-
ghamstan as the only strong and rehable barmer
between the two rival Powers That this 1s the
real feeling i the matter 15 evident from the various
measures adopted qute recently, imtiated by those
Enghsh pohticians themselves who are trusting
a tout priz to Russian friendship

I am fully aware of the difference of opinion pre-
valling on this subject, a difference quite compre-
hensible, considerng that the sympathies of the
natives of India are generally judged from a pomt of
view pecublar to the observer, and 1t 1s, therefore,
necessary to quote on this subject a great Indian
authority, an illustrious statesman and patriot—I
mean the late Sir Bartle Frere—who speaks from
personal observation He says —“But the danger
[referring to a revolution m India] I apprehend
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is not of this kind 1t 1s twofold Furst, theie
is the danger which Dost Mohammed well described
to Burnes as like that apprehended when you see a
strangar looking over your garden wall, he may
be on his own side of the femce, and he may
make no seeming attempt to come over, but you
know he 1s there for no good, and you do your best
to dislodge him, and do not rest until you 'have
done so

“If we suppose Afghamstan only so far Russian-
1sed that Russian travellers freely move about the
country, that Russian officers and men, not necessarily
1n the pay of the Russian Government, but deserters,
possibly, or vagabonds from Russia, drill the Emr’s
troops, cast his cannon, comn his rupees, and physic
lhim and his subjects, what would be the effect m
India® Can any man i his senses, who knows any-
thing of India, doubt that the effect now, and for
many years to come, must be to disquiet every one m
India, except that great majomty of the cultivators
who will go on cultivating without talking polities
till the crack of doom? Every Enghshman, from
the Governor-Geeneral downwards, will be disquieted ,
they wall feel that a great foreign Power has as much
to say to the proceedngs of all the troublesome
classes as the Viceroy and s Enghsh officials
Every prince and chief will see 1n the Russians a
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possible alternative claimant for empire 1n India, all
the disaffected,'dangerous, and crimmal classes will
be on the gu vive, ready to stir at a moment’s notice,
and all the milhons who still have some ,martial
spirit left wall furbish their swords, and beheve that
another era of fighting and fair contest for martial
renown and plunder 1s at hand  All these elements
may be stirred 1nto strife any moment by a Russian
proclamation 1ssued at Kabul, or even by a false
report of one, for 1t 13 not necessary that the report
should be true to set some of these restless elements
m motion ”

And that Russia will not be loth to avail herself
of this vulnerable pomnt of her rival we must take for
granted This w/fima ratw 1s publicly spoken of
whenever the chances of the contest at 1ssue are dis-
cussed In order to give our readers an idea of
the language used on such occasions, we shall quote
the words of General Soboleff used in his incendiary
paper, published 1n the Russ last January Eng-
land,” says Greneral Soboleff, the head of the Asatic
department 1 St Petersburg, a man whose enuncia-
tions weigh heavily m the scale of politics, “lays a
heavy hand on her dependent peoples, she reduces
them to a state of slavery, only that Englsh trade
may profit, and Englishmen grow mch The death
of millions 1n India from starvation has been caused
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indirectly by Enghsh despotism  And then the press
of England dissemmates far and wide the idea of
Russia bemng a country of barbarians  Thousands of
natives ein India ‘only await Russia’s crusade of
deliverance ”

On reading words like these, and paymg due
consideration to the fact we have heretofore stated
concerning the impossibihity of admitting Russma
close to India, we must dismiss, once for all, the
1dea of a co-termmous frontier on the Indus, as
well as the frequently-ventilated plan of a peaceful
and amicable division of the so-called Asatic spoil
between the two rival powers Referrmmg to the
former, we must fully agree with Sir Richard Temple,
who says —*“In other regions a boundary may be
be fixed, on either side of which the two European
empires 1 Asia may rest in peace and natural good-
will  But that boundary must not be on the existing
trans-Indus frontier of British India—that 1s, almost
on the Indus itself It would be 1mpossible then for
the two empires to co-exist n mutual trust and
amity Russia, mdeed, might not be able to occupy
Afghanistan 1n force, such occupation might prove as
arduous to her as 1t has proved to the Enghsh  But
she might use diplomatic control or nfluence there
right up to the mountain passes which aie the gates
of India, facing towards Central Asia  Such events.

° L
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or circumstances would produce a profound impression
on the vast population of British subjects of India,
especially upon the educated classes, and also upon
the native States It has been shown how the spread
of superior education 1s awakening the natives to an
understanding of political affairs, and how important
and numerous the native States really are The
effect not only of the proximty, but actually the
contact, of such a power as Russia would be felt
throughout the Indian Empwe Whether 1t would
sap or undermine the loyalty of so many divers
nationalities need not be discussed, but 1t would be
mdefimitely great beyond doubt The impermal
relations of England with India would then be very
different from what they now are  One of the
momentous consequences must be this that England
would have to mamtam a much larger force of
European troops in India than at present If a con-
siderable augmentation of the European garrson
were to become necessary, then mevitably a large
portion of the Enghsh army would be locked up 1
India It 15 not necessary to dwell on the mhtary
difficulties that would arise, nor upon the financial
embarrassments that would ensue ”

With reference to the other idea, namely, the
eventuality of a peaceful division of the spoils, an
1dea particularly cherished by those Contmental
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Powers 1n whose nterest 1t lies to avert any com-
phications which might possibly interfere with their
politics, and who care but very httle for the welfare
of Grest Britam, I need scarcely say that such an
1dea 1s as foolish and egotistical as 1t 13 preposterous,
and scarcely worthy of consideration To imagime
that ambitious Russia will pursue a pohey, for
centuries, through the dreary steppes of Central
Asia, without any palpable results other than the
possession of the three khanates and of the Turko-
man country—a possession which will never pay the
heavy sacrifices of blood and money—is really more
than political short-sightedness, for 1t 1s suggested by
intentional malice and black envy Do people really
fancy, after Russia has spent over one hundred
milhons of pounds during only the present century,
upon the carrymg out of her old and favourite
scheme, that now she will stop, at the very gate
of India, and will resist all temptation coming
from the sunny land on the Ganges and on the
Indus® No, I cannot beheve mn the smcemty of
such an 1dea, 1ts adoption would simply Iull Eng-
land mnto the sleep of false secunty, and encourage
Russia 1 her approach to the Achilles heel of her
rival  For whether Russia intends to solve the nddle
of the Eastern question by using the key to India mn
order to open the gates of the Bosphoius, or whether
o L2
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she covets the possession of rnch India as an outlet
to the southern seas, she, at all events, means mis-
chief to England, mschief to the holy cause of our
civilisation mn the East, and mischief to the st?ll more
sacred mterest of humanity at large



CHAPTER XI

COMPARISON BETWEEN THE ENGLISH AND RUSSIAN
CIVILISATIONS IN THE EAST

Havine spoken, hitherto, pre-eminently and exclu-
sively to the Enghsh public, of the pohtical rivalry
between England and Russia i Central Asia, I shall
now address myself to the European and American
readers mterested mn this question, trymg to prove to
them that my sympathies with the cause of the
English do not rest simply on some unaccountable
freak , that I am not in love with one and hating the
other, but that the sympathies exhibited by me are
the outflowings of a long study, practical and theo-
retical, of a careful and impaitial balancing of the
results these two representatives of our western
avilisation have been able to show hitherto i thewr
respective fields of activity This comparative study
of English and Russian civilisations 1 the East, could
justly fill up a book by itself, and will cut a rather
sad figure i the narrow precincts of a single chapter,
but 1t 1s unavordably necessary for me to hint at the
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salient ponts of thewr divergency, flattering myself, as
do, with the hope that this Central Asian question,
slighted for so long a perod by our diplomatists—
nay, even nidiculed by a certain class of pohiticians—
will not only interest England and Russia, but every
avihsed commumty 1n the world It 1s not a Central
Asatic, but a strictly European question, of far-
reaching political and cultural 1mportance
Russia—so we read mn the argumentations of
French and German pohtical writers —bemg of
Asatic onigm, and conspicuous for many features
of Asatic society, 1s far superior to England 1 pro-
pagating the doctrmes and prineiples of our western
culture, and 1 imtroducing a settled rule and order
mto the semi-barbarous countries of Asia, and more
fitted for that task than the stiff, ngidly cold, unph-
able Enghsh
In my controversies, covering nearly twenty years,
concerning this question, I have been often told, that
by overlooking the wide gulf which separated the
thoroughly Europeamssed Enghshmen from the
Asiatic, imbued with the spirit of the eastern culture,
thousands and thousands of years old, I generally
forget that a less refined agency, occupying the middle
position between the two opposed cultures, will and
can naturally serve as amore efficient intermediary, and
that, therefore, Russian society, standing as 1t were
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on the verge of both cultural worlds, must decidedly
prove a more successful propagator of our western
lore inthe East 'Well, I never liked to be taken for
a fanatre, nor did I ever indulge 1n obstmate negation,
for I always admitted, and even now admit, that
Russian civibisation, with all its drawbacks and vices,
15 still superior to that culture which 15 the offspring of
Mohammedanism, and which, fruitful as the latter may
have been m the past, 1s at present nothing but an ab-
dication of the exertion of self-will, and a relapsing
mto the dark recesses of past ages It would be a use-
less attempt to deny, that by introducing a settled rule
mto the formerly barbarous regions of Asia, where the
reign of rapme and bloodshed has laid waste large
tracts of country, Russia has conferied a good many
blessings upon those miserable fellow-creatures of
ours But T beg leave to ask can the state of things
created through Russian agency, be really called
avibsation, and does 1t represent even the faintest
ray of that glorious hght which we call the modern
culture of the Christian West? And farther, who
could find fault with us, if, knowing as we do of the
existence of a puier channel, of a more enhghtened
torch-bearer, and anxious to give but the best to the
poor oppressed Oiental, we should wish to substitute
the more farthful representative of our ideas for the
equivocal and unrehable Russian agent?
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Facts bemng far more eloquent than theomes, I
shall pass in review before the reader those nationah-
ties which have been undergomng for nearly four
hundied years the Russian process of civihsation,
and he will agree with me, that far from having
gamed anything, they are, at this day, losers morally
and materially, and are as far from any notion of our
western culture as any of their brethren hving under
fanatical Mohammedan rule

Looking at the nearly half milhion of Kazan-
Tartars, a mentally gifted fraction of the Turkish
nation, and famous 1 olden times for its Moslem
cultwe, we shall find that, excepting a few superficial
features, such as the famiharity with modern Euro-
pean beverages, there 1s not the shightest tiace of the
world of the nimeteenth century to be remarked in
the social and political ife of these stubborn Asiatics
If we except one or two Tartar books, contaiming very
primitive instruction m geography, m the hstory of
Russia, and translations of Russian fables, we may
well contend that the Government has done nothing
to raise the standard of education of these people,
they are left 1n moral stupor, and all therr mental
disciphne they owe to the schools established and
sustained by themselves There 1s mn Kazan a pubhe
governmental school , but the tendency and spmt of
the mstruction are strictly Russian, and the effect
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counted upon 18 to turn the Tartars into Christians
and Muscovites, i order that they may become much
more easily engulfed into the already gigantic body
of Muscovitism

Of a similar nature will be our observations
viewmg the condition of the Bashkirs, a lkewse
numerous fraction of the Twko-Tartar 1ace, hving
m the Ural Mountains, who have mhabited this
country from immemonal times, and who, m spite of
having come nearly two centuries ago under Russian
rule, are from a moral and matenal pownt of view still
worse off than their biethren on the Volga Poverty-
stricken, neglected and denided by the fanatical ortho-
dox Russian, therr number has decreased nearly one-
half from what 1t formerly has been We might
go on with observations of a like charactes, as far as
Tobolsk 1n the north-east, and as far as the Altam
Mountamns m the south We shall meet every-
where with the fact, that at the appearance of the
Russian coloniser the natives quickly disappear, and
that the Government, mstead of taking care of the
cruelly oppiessed subject, rather encourages the
destructive work of the Russian Cossack, popa, and
merchant

In corroboration of our former statements, we
shall let a Russian traveller speak for himself, by
quoting the following passage from a paper pubhshed
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by M. Yadrintzeff, in the Russische Revue —* The
ternitory of the nomads 1s every day growing smaller,
the Altas are bemg crowded out by Russiandom
from their mountans, valleys, and forests, and the
plamn nomads and dwellers in the forest are bemng
explorted m the most unscrupulous manner by the
Russians, who employ for that purpose every species
of cunnmng, cheating and violence. The Alta
obtams for his native products, such as cedar-nuts,
squurel, and sable skins, cattle, etc, prices fixed
for him by the Russian merchant himself, whilst he
must pay for the products of Russian factories
enormous prices, as for instance, for Arshin ladies’
cloth, costing 60-70 kopeks, three roubles, and for
chintzes, costing exghteen kopeks, forty kopeks He
15 . addition, shamelessly taken advantage of by
means of usury, and utterly rumed in health by the
use of the deadly poison of wodks, so that the time 1s
not very distant when the Turkish mhabitants of
Siberia, totally impoverished and decimated by disease,
will cease to have existed except 1n name "—

In view of this strong but truthful indictment,
the charge of the famous General Soboleff that
England lays a heavy hand upon her peoples, that
she reduces them to a state of slavery, only that
Enghsh trade may profit and Enghshmen grow rich,
sounds rather curious, and the reader will find that I
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have been more than generous 1n calling the Russian
efforts at ciibsation 1n Asia a blessing to humanity
Well, I am aware that the dear friends of Russia
will always find one reason or another to exculpate
the Muscovite civiliser In this case, they will say that
the failure cannot be ascribed to the want of ability
of the ruler, but rather to the stubborn resistance
Mohammedan society 1s offering almost everywhere
to the avihising attempts of European conquerors,
and they will quote amongst other things the Mo-
hammedan of Algera, and particularly the Moslem
subjects of the Queen-Empress of India  As to the
latter part of the comparison, we shall speak of 1t
hereafter , but to prove the utter efficiency of the
cinhsing efforts of Russia, we must remark that
she was as unsuccessful with those foreign national
elements also under her rule, which have become
Christians long ago, and who, belonging to the
Greek orthodox faith, were entirely accessible to the
civihsing nfluence of the Russian Church and State
Let us take, as an example, the Tchuvashians, who
Live on the right bank of the Volga, and wlso on the
left 1n a south-easterly direction as far as Orenburg,
and have been since 1524 subjects of the Czar This
Turkish people, numbering nearly 600,000 souls, had
embraced Chnstiamty m 1743 ; they are continually
and exclusively m the iron hands of the Russian
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admmstration, and have, m spite of being pre-
emmently peaceful labourers of the soi, profited
nothing by the advent of their new masters The
Tchuvashian 1s as ignorant and superstitious ac before,
he 1s only nommally a Chrstian, and secretly
worships all the gods of his ancient pagan rehgion,
a fact which may be useful to the ethnographer, but
which 18 a standing shame to the success of the Russian
civilisation which the friends of this northern power
have lately trumpeted so much about i the world

The state of the Ugran population, such as the
Tcheremussians, Votyaks, Ziryans, and Voguls, may
be called a still more wretched one Their daily Iife,
therr mode of thinking, and thewr social existence
does not show the shghtest mfluence of western
avilisation, they have undergone little or no change
since they came under the fatherly care of the Czar,
whose Grovernment, content to produce peaceful and
willing taxpayers, thinks least of amehorating the
condition of the hfe of the people entrusted to its
care The result of this wanton neglect 18 quite
naturally the gradual decrease of the conquered foreign
elements, who aie swallowed up by the bulk of Mus-
covitism, as we see 1 comparing statistical data of
only half a century ago with those now extant The
Yakuts in the distant north, on the banks of the
Lena, have dwindled down to nearly one-half of ther
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former number The Voguls are almost on the point
of dymng out altogether ~The Krim-Tartars, a famous
conquering race, nearly half a milhon of souls up to
the begmning of the last century, have sunk to the
number of 80,000 The same appalling decrease in
numbers may be noticed m the Nogai-Tartars, the
renowned and independent mountameers m the
western Caucasus have almost entirely disappeared,
and 1t 18 no exaggeration when we state that the
ethnographer, bent upon the description of the
foreign 1aces subjected to Russia, must intone a dirge,
and look about for the spot where the people he
makes the object of his investigations have formeily
existed

And how can 1t be otherwise, and how can we
expect from the Russian agency of civihisation any
better results® In accordance with the saying, that
the rver cannot rise higher than the source, 1t would
be preposterous to expect from the Russian Govern-
ment any degree of cultwie higher than she was able
to confer on her own subjects A society where the
mamn principles of admimistration are wanting, where
bribery, embezzlement, and corruption are the order
of the day, and where every official, exther civil or
military, 1s looking after is own personal interest,
and has not the fantest 1dea of duty, honesty, and
patriotism, there 1t 1s almost an 1mpossible thing to
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get the beneficent rule based upon right and legahity,
so mdispensable to the welfare of the masses “ God
is m Heaven and the Czar 1s far off mn the north,”
exclaims the poor vietim exposed to the unheard-of
cruelty of Russian officials, his tears fall upon the
ground and his woful eyes look to Heaven, but he
peacefully and voluntarily submuts, and 1s fleeced hke
a sheep I could go on picturing the new state of
things created by Russia in Central Asia, which has
been made the subject of so many enconiums by her
fanatic but utterly ignorant and stupid admirers I
could and will give on a future occasion extracts from
letters which have reached me, coming from friends of
mme mn Central Asa, full of the most shocking
details of Russian injustice and cruelty But I sup-
pose these few indications will suffice to convince the
reader that there 1s much still left to be desired
regarding Russian civihsation i Asa, and that we
are qute justified in asking ourselves Is this the
noble hight of culture, for the sake of which we should
allow foreign nations to fall under the rule of Russia?
15 this achievement a prize for which we ought to
imperil the imperial power of a State hke England,
to whom all humanity 1s indebted for the most
generous boons in the field of social and politrcal
work, and who has bestowed rare blessings upon the
peoples entrusted to her care?
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I ask, above all, where 1s the European whose
breast would not swell with pride at the glorous
sight presented to the spectator in India, where a
simple and unassuming trading Company began with
securng a market for 1ts tiade, and fimshed by
building up a gigantic empne of 1,500,000 square
miles, with a population of nearly 250,000,000, an
empire which surpasses mn vastness and importance
any colony founded, until now, by a conqueror under
a foreign chmate, and under such different social and
pohitical conditions, an empire where the umted
breaths of the conquered races would suffice to blow
the small element representing the conquermng race
mto the sea, yet where, nevertheless, the shadow of a
smgle Briton suffices to overawe the vast multitudes,
and to ensure obedience and respect for the doctrines
of the civilisation imported from the distant West?
I repeat that this aspect cannot leave the spectator of
this extraordinary scene cold and mdifferent, for he
must find there the undemable glormfication of our
western culture, the true success which has crowned the
idomitable courage, the rare pluck and perseverance
of the men brought up n the principles of the best
hght of modern civilisation, and ultimately he will
percewve that hiberal institutions, supported by a sense
of justice and right, can thrive even on Asiatic soil

If the gh terms 1n which I speak of England’s
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domngs m India should be taken for an outburst of
unconditional admiration, I will only pomt to the fact
that 1615 the ex-dervish, the ex-effends, and the travel-
ler amongst Eastern people as one of themselves, who
speaks mn these Imes, 1t 1s the student of Eastern cha-
racter, for years and years, who got the conviction that
1615 easter to take a laden camel through a needle’s eye,
than to penetrate the obstinately conservative mind of
an Oriental with anything hke reform, innovation, and
new 1deas If now I add that Hindostan 1s the cradle
and the fountain-head of all those quahities which con-
stitute the true and unadulterated mode of Eastern
thinking, with all 1ts queer notions of hife, of politics,
and rehgion, my gentle reader will easily perceive the
utter astomishment I feel on seemng the success
Enghsh civilisers have obtained hitherto m that very
hot-bed of Asiaticism mm India It 1s those only, in
fact, who have been eye-witnesses of the extraordinary
exertions and struggles which preceded even the
most msigmificant reform m Turkey and i Persa,
only those who have seen how the good mtentions of
the native rulers were shipwrecked on the 1mmovable
rock of superstition, blind fatalism, and mveterate wil-
fulness, who will be adequate to appreciate the work
done, up to this time, by the Enghsh I suppose I
am not expected to furmsh here even an approximate
List of the respective details, for, what the bulky
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volumes of H § Cunmngham’s “Brntish India and
its Rulers,” or “Sir Richard Temple’s “India m
1880,” wete able to give only 1n outhne, though well
defined, T could but with difficulty compress nto the
narrow lumts of one chapter I am only touching
the main figures of this grand tableau, when I say
that the spirit of our western civihisation 1s spreading
ke a spell over the vast tracts of this classic soil of
Asiaticism, and the dawn of a new era can only re-
mam unknown to those who, blinded by envy and
mtentional misconception, are eager to detect faults
and shortcomings there, where splendid results have
been patent and obvious

We generally read on the Contmnent that these
advantages of a better civilisation are dearly bought
by the natives, at the price of extraordmarily heavy
taxation, and cavillers go so far as to pretend that
the ryot 1s more heawily burdened than any peasantry
m Europe To refute such an assertion, I will quote
the very words which an Indian, not conspicuous for
lis Enghsh sympathies, said to me on this subject
one day —“In the time of our native rulers we
could escape taxation through bribery and disorders
1 the administration, for several years’ consecutively,
we amassed a good amount of fat, but of what use
was 1t The Rajah, or any of hs officials, suddenly
swooped down upon us, and we had to pay not only

oM
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the fat, but sometimes also the skin, and the bones in
the bargamn  Now we are very much like a milch-
cow, we are regularly fed by order, and justice mntro-
duced into the admmistration of the foreigners, but
we are also regularly milked by them, and the end of
1t 1 that we save some fat, our skin and bones, and
on the whole, go on tolerably well ”

Turning from the paiable of this Oriental,
we may advert to official data, mn quotng as to
the scale of existing taxation the following extract
from the report by the Famme Commission —
“The general incidence of all taxation, including
the land revenue in this term, on the whole popu-
lation 1s 45 a head The landed classes pay
about 6s 6d (44 annas) per head, but, excluding
the revenue they pay for their land to the State,
their share of taxation 1s 1s 9d (14 annas) per
head. The agrcultural labourers pay taxes on their
hquor and salt, amounting to 1s 8d (or 13} annas)
per head, or each family pays about a fortmght’s
wages 1 the year The artisans pay about 2s (16
annas) each, or about the average earming$ of five
working days Tradeis pay 3s 3d (26 annas) each
But any native of India who does not trade or own
land, and who chooses to drink no spirituous hiquor
or to use no Enghsh cloth or iron, need pay in taxa-
tion only about 7d a year on ‘account of the salt he
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consumes personally, and on a famly of three
persons the charge amounts to 1s 9d, o1 about four
days’ wages of a labouring man and his wife ”

Now? T would ask the bilhious critics of Great
Britain, whether the above-quoted taxation really be
such a heavy price for the securnity which the natives
of India enjoy, for the alleviation from the tyranny
and despotism they had formerly to endure under the
rule of thewr native princes, for the enhghtenment
they get 1 schools supported by the Government, for
the vastly improved means of communication, and, in
a word, for all the requuements of civilised hfe and
modern progress® If wild detractors of England ae
mdifferent to the fact that hormd ciimes, such as the
Thags, consisting of waylaying and stiangling travel-
lers on lonely roadsides, and Dacoly, o1 gang-robbery,
thnving formerly by reason of the fierceness and
audacity of some classes, coupled with the tmdity of
others, have almost entirely disappeaied, and that
according to an Ormental saymng, “A chld can go
on pubhe roads carrymg a basket full of gold on 1ts
head,” owimng to the safety produced by the police, I,
for one, cannot share therr mdifference, remembering
as I do the fear and anxiety travellers and caravans
are exposed to 1 the dufferent countries of Moham-
medan Asia, nay, even m Russian Caucasia It 18 the
stern rule of the British which made the old crime of

'
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8atr cease, whereby Hindoo widows were burned alive
on the funeral pyres of their husbands, and 1t 1s the
same rule which has done away with the shockmng
female mfanticides, by which hundreds of theusands
of poor mnocent bemngs have been annually drowned
m the holy waters of the Ganges It 1 owing to the
won hand of Brntish rule that motmng and disturb-
ances arsing from the hatred and fanatieism of the
various sects and creeds, that kidnappmg, forgery,
adultery, and perjury are kept down, far better than
was formerly the case by the tenets of the rehgion of
the natives, and by the venal officers of the Rajahs
The Enghsh law knows no difference between creeds
and colour, or caste and rank , and I can fairly imagime
the astonishment the Hindoo subjects of the Empress
must experience when the Englsh tribunal gives
judgment in favour of the native, where an English-
man 18 the plaintiff, and when he finds that a verdict
18 returned agamnst even the Goovernment itself, and
that of all places, i the East, where the proverb
exists: “In a lawswt agamst the Padishah the
Prophet be thy lawyer *

Next to mtroducing order and security mto social
and public hfe, the Enghsh Government have taken
particular care to amehorate the condition of the agri-
cultural class, and to rawse the productiveness of the
sod  Asiatic countries depend, as 18 generally known,
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on irrigation conducted from springs by ingenious
contrivances, as a substitute for rain, the mamn source
of fertality m temperate climates, but rare m the arid
zones of the East These irrigation canals constitute
the real wealth and prospenty of Asatic countries
In ancient times, the Eastern potentates were anxious
to immortalise therr names by creating such con-
trivances, but the rotten and decayed Moham-
medan world has long smce ceased to assist step-
motherly nature by digging canals Enghsh rulers
have therefore dome a great work in reviving m
India the times, past long ago, of the greatness of
the native princes, they have partly restored the
old existing irmgation canals, partly dug new ones,
at considerable expense To form an idea of the
maguitude of the canal system of British India thus
created, we may mention that the total length of the
mamn canals and branches mn the Presidences of Bengal,
Madras and Bombay, amounts to 4,900 muiles, of
those of the Pendjab to 1,550, of Sind to 5,600, and
m Northern India to 8,300, altogether to 20,350
miles, not mcluding, however, the distributaries and
other lesser canals not sufficiently known The area
now urgated amounts to 1,900,000 acres m Madras
and Bombay, 360,000 acres m Behar and Orissa,
1,450,000 acres n the north-western provinces,
1,350,000 acres n the Pendjab, and 1,250,000 acres in
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Smd, m all 6,310,000 acres, or nearly six and a half
millions of acres The capital outlay by the State
on this canal system may be set down about twenty
and a quarter milhons sterling, on which éhe net
returns yield an interest of sx per cent (Sir
Richard Temple, ““ India in 1880 ”) In reading this
account, we shall easily understand how India was
able to send last year to England 10,000,000 cwt of
wheat, whereas ten years ago 1t sent only 1,000,000,
an export sensibly felt m South Russia, Hungary,
and all over Europe, but particularly m Amenca,
an export which will presumably assume still larger
dimensions, and greatly mnfluence the corn trade of
the world.

In speaking of these successful strides made by
England m rawsing the agrculture of India, we
cannot omit mentioming that Russia, too, had the
mtention of imtating her British rval, and began,
nearly ten years ago, to dig a canal from the Yaxartes
niver to the so-called Hungry Steppe  The work was
imtiated with a great deal of fuss, but, owing to the
embezzlements committed by the officers entrusted
with 1t, 1t soon turned out a farlure The pockets of
the officers may have been satiated, but the Steppe is
a8 hungry as ever 1t was

Where, in spite of the efforts of the Government,
natural calamties have frustrated the work of the
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agricultunst, and the country has been visited by
famine, the Government has, on every occasion, put
forth signal efforts for alleviation, and has thereby
done much good to the suffering people From 1873
to 1879, several districts have been visited by the
ternble plague of famme ‘We then saw the touch-
mg spectacle of how the Christian inhahitants of the
distant west, namely, the people of England, hastened
to succour their starving brethren in the distant
Brabhmme and Moslem East. To the appeal
of the Enghsh Press, thousands and thousands
responded by voluntary contribution, the Lord
Mayor of London put himself at the head of the
movement, and the sums collected on two occasions
alone amounted to nearly one milhon sterhng It
may be well mmagined what moral effect this
assistance had upon the fanatic Mohammedans of
India, who, 1n a simlar case, would have refused to
gwve even a farthmg to the Chrstian sufferer The
Government performed 1ts part by undertaking an
extraordmary variety of useful works, by employing
several mlhons of persons, by feeding with gratmtous
chanty several milhons more, and by ncurring an
expenditure which from 1874 to 1879, has been
reckoned at the grand total of sixteen millions
sterling.

In turning to the enlhightenment given to the
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natives of India by their foreign rulers, we may
fairly state that education and hterature were hardly
ever patromised by the native rulers, in the time of
their greatest glory, to such an extent as We find
to-day under the foreign Christian conqueror The
Mohammedans may well boast that their prophet said
“ Indulge 1 learning from the cradle to the grave,”
or, “ Go after science, be 1t even at the frontier of
China;” but I can assure my readers that learning
and science never enjoyed at the hands of Moham-
medan princes that extraordmary care our theoretical
students, buried 1n their librares, are so anxious to
discover m some of the great princes of the Mo-
hammedan world Ther learning and science chiefly
consisted of theology, grammar, and scholastic specu-
lation, and was the common property of a very
restricted number of men, whilst the learning and
science patronised by the representatives of our cul-
ture in India, aims at the diffusion of hight amongst
the larger masses, prints books and tracts for the
people, and, by raising the standard of mtelhigence,
strikes a deadly blow at the distinctions of caste and
rank

The educational system carried on through
primary and normal schools, and the three universi-
ties of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, costs the
Government of India annually the sum of £800,000,
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or about one-fortieth part of the net available revenue
There are 65,500 mstitutions, mncluding schools and
colleges of all sorts, and the number of students
amounts to nearly two milhons, out of which 72,200
are gurls, at schools mamntained for them especally.
This number of school-attending children 15 certainly
not very large, for 1t shows only mne scholars to a
thousand of the population, but where do we find, 1n
the Mohammedan world, a similar average percentage,
and what 1s the number of Bashkir, Kazan-Tartar, and
Tschuvashian students, supported by Russia, when
compared with the.above percentage? Observe, be-
sides, that out of these colleges and universities sup-
ported by the British Government 1ssues annually a
large number of natives, conversant not only with
Enghsh hterature, but also with various branches of
the modern sciences and to find a swarthy-looking
Asiatic quoting Shakespeare, Virgil, and Homer, 15
an extraordinary but not unusual spectacle With
regard to hterature, we must mention that many
valuable works, on Hustory, Belles-Lettres, nay, even
on Mohammedan and Brahminic theology, have been
published at the expense of the Government m the
native languages In the course of only one year
4,900 have been published, of which 550 are m
English, 8,050 m the vernacular, 7,730 i the clas-
sical langages of India, and 570 m more than one
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language  Finally, let us add that vernacular news-
papers, freely discussing and crtiasing the govern-
mental and pohtical affarrs of the country, are .
creasing and spreading from day to day, andalmost
begin to vie, n their free and unrestramed language,
with the press of the English mother-country. Their
number amounts to several hundreds, and their circu-
lation to several hundred thousand copies

We shall conclude the comparison between the
Russian and Enghsh civihsing efforts, by alluding to
the great facilities and rapidity afforded in locomo-
tion through the construction of railways mn India
The total length of the lines amounted in 1873 to
5,671, m 1880 to 8,611, and mn 1883 to 10,317 mules,
an 1mmense net of railways spanning the Peninsula
m every direction, the capital expended upon which
amounts to beyond two hundred millions sterlng,
part of it belonging to the guaranteed companies,
part to the Government, and one part to the native
States It 1s true the Enghsh themselves profit most
by the railways, masmuch as they can use the various
hines for strategical purposes, and mn developing the
trade of India, but there accrues no less benefit to
the natives themselves, enabled as they are to travel
at fares that I may say are the cheapest in the whole
world

Considering the vast amount of comforts given to
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the natives for the taxzes they have to pay to the
Government, we must say that the idea prevailing
throughout all Europe that Gireat Britain 1s impover-
18hing eIndia, and getting mnch by 1t, 18 preposterous
from begmning to end If we take, for example, the
data furnished by Sir Richard Temple, we shall find
that the ordinary revenue and receipts amounted in
1880 to something hke sixty-seven millions, whilst
the ordinary expenditure has rsen to sixty-seven and
a half and sixty-six and three-quarter millions during
the years 1879-80 and 1880-81 It 1s therefore
ridiculous to surmise, as the enemies of England do,
that the exchequer of the State gets annually a large
surplus from the Indian finances What England
gets from India we shall speak of 1n the next chapter ,
but here we have only intended to draw a comparison
between the ways and means the two representatives
of our western culture :n Asma have hitherto em-
ployed to spread the era of a better civihsation, and
to duffuse amongst Orentals the 1dea that the result
of our conquests, though based upon the superiority
of materal strength, 18 to confer upon mankind
in the distant East the true blessings of our better
civilisation, which we are so justly proud of , In
Russia the people, also subdued by the superority
of strength, are erther disappearing entirely, or
linger in a muserable existence under th¢ hornd
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abuses, tyranny, and disorder of utterly corrupt
Russian officials, and the dawn of a better era is still
hidden in the far future, whilst “the mass of the
teeming Indian population desire nothing so thuch as
that sort of repose which they enjoy under the strong,
mild, and just rule of England, where every man
gathers 1n quiet the frmts of his toil, 1s not forced to
render up his good agamnst his will, sleeps without
fear of violence, has redress for wrongs done to him
by his neighbour, performs his religious rites, and
follows his caste observances undisturbed, and hfts
his eyes towards the State as to a father ”

I ask, therefore, can any sober-minded, honest
European still doubt as to whom he ought to give
preference m the work of ecivihsing Asia? and 1s 1t
not a shame that the various nations of Europe, in-
fluenced by petty rivalrmes and national vanites, are
often blinded to such an extent as to extol Russa at
the expense of England ?

‘Where the sacred cause of humanity 1s mvolved,
there one’s views ought not to be confined to national
limits, they ought to soar beyond, and honestly try
to hift themselves up to the mental and moral atti-
tude which ensures the largest and broadest look-out
As long as the national 1dea 18 most forward in the
struggle for civilisation, which I consider identical
with humamty, 1t 1s worthy of the devotion of every
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true man, but from the moment that, forgetful of its
glorious task, the idea becomes permcious, assal-
ing the noble object of civilisation 1t once struggled
for and, defended, T exclaxm—* Perish such an idea,
let national lines be obliterated, if they are nought
but barriers upon which unblushing egotism and un-
reasoning enmity between nation and nation are
mscribed ”

I allude, in speaking thus, to the i1gnominious
behaviour of a certamn portion of the German and
French Press during the late differences between
England and Russia m Central Asa—to cer-
tain writers who, forgetful of the glorious work
hitherto done by England m Asa, were already
exulting with triumph at the prospect of what they
thought the near end of Great Britamn, and, extol-
Ling semi-barbarous and despotic Russia, were ready
to destroy the prestige of the very nation whose
banner has always been, and 1s, the harbinger of a
new and better world n the distant regions of the
East, and whose shores have proved hitherto the
safest asylum of Frenchmen and Germans persecuted
for political 1deas



CHAPTER XII

WHY OUGHT ENGLAND TO RETAIN INDIA?

Frou the comparson we drew m the foregomng
chapter between the domngs of Russia and Great
Britam 1 Asia, 1t has become obviously patent that
England’s position m India must enhst the interest
of every European from a humanitarman pomt of
view, and 1t 15, therefore, our duty to support, to the
best of our abihities, that agency which most faith-
fully represents our Western culture, and which, as
the real embodiment of what we call Europeanssm,
18 best fitted for the onerous but glomous task of
spreading i future also, the hight of our Western
civihsation, to which we intend to convert the masses
of Asiatics who are still groaning under the yoke of
an old and effete epoch Moreover, I would bring
home the conviction to all Enghshmen that they
bave to persevere m the ambition of their forefathers,
and are, so to say, n honour bound to retain India,
the field of their civilising action during more than
& hundred years.
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I may be laughed at for speaking of a necesasty
at a time when the struggle for retention 15 m pre-
paration. But my insiuation 1s not so groundless
ag it seems to be, for I had abundant cause to notice
that, in spite of the zeal and enthusiasm for the
national honour prevailing amongst a large portion
of the British public, there still 15 a considerable
fraction with whom the 1idea of the possession of
India 18 a matter of utter indifference—a fraction
which has mnvented the famous saymg, “ Persh
India ”—and which goes even so far as to be de-
highted to “see burst” that horrid beast called the
Bntish ion  The ongin of this rather extraordinary
sentiment—what I would style a mental aberration—
may be easily discovered, if we view the extraordinary
struggle for daly hfe gomg on m the densely-
peopled 1sland, where the division of wealth and pro-
perty is so very uneven, and where the prepondera-
ting poorer classes are naturally led into such argu-
ments as 'What need they care about the prospenty,
well-being, and enhghtenment of distant races, when
help and assistance are so urgently wanted at home,
and, more than that, why should the taxes extorted
from them be spent upon the prosecution of an im-
perzal policy, by which, as they very unjustly remark,
only the upper ten thousand are profitng? These
arguments, the outflow of ultra-Laberal or Radical
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tendencies, have been varously supported by the
wiews of statesmen who, over-confident mn the indus-
trial and commercial prosperity of the Umted King-
dom, were short-sighted enough to mamtain that
England can stand by 1tself alone, and that she does
not want colonies at all for her natural greatness.

Now, 1n order to prove the utter fallacy of such
theories, 1t will be quite sufficient to draw the atten-
tion of the reader to the great advantages England
derives from her Indian possessions through her
commercial connections and shipping, connections
which are continually mcreasing, so that out of the
154,000,000 sterling at which the total trade of India
was valued, the ion’s share fell decidedly to England

“The total exports of British produce from the
United Kingdom are valued at £240,000,000 a year,
the total value of our exports of British produce to
India 1s £32,000,000, ¢, more than one-exghth
This sum does not nclude £6,000,000 of treasure,
and £3,000,000 of foreign produce, which gives em-
ployment to our shipping, though it does not give
work to our manufactories £32,000,000, therefore,
represents the amount of Englhsh goods for which
we find a market in India That 1s, 1t 18 worth
£5,000,000 more to us than the Umted States, and a
third agan as much as Austraha

“The most important articles of this trade are
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cottons, metals, machinery, railway plant, woollen
goods, and coal ~ Of these, cotton is the most valuable
In 1882-83 our whole export of cotton from Lanca~
shire was worth £76,000,000, of that India took
£26,000,000, that 1s, India is worth as a customer to
‘Lancashire half as much as all the rest of the world put
together. Of the next importance 1s the metal trade,
worth £6,000,000 This mecludes cutlery from Shef-
field and Birmingham, and copper from Swansea
Next, machinery, of this we sent £1,750,000, chiefly
from Leeds, Manchester, and Glasgow Next, railway
plant, valued at £1,500,000, chiefly from Leeds,
Middlesbrough, Sheffield, Birmingham, Barrow, and
Brnstol. The trade in woollen 1s worth £1,250,000
to the West Riding of Yorkshire, and the coal trade
£1,000,000.” (Professor Cyril Ransome, “Our
Colonies and India,” London, 1885 )

The profits derived m this way do not certamnly
form a contemptible portion of the wealth of Great
Brtain, and I am really curious to know where and
how the much boasted-of industrial and commercial
activity of Great Bntamn would find a market, if
India did belong to any other Power of Europe. It
would be sufficient to allude to the fact that, from
the time Russia took possession of the Central Asian
khanates, the Enghsh trade through Afghamstan to
Bokhara has greatly diminished, and the exorbitantly

°N



184 THE OOMING STRUGGLE FOB INDIA

prohibitive duties introduced by Russia may well re-
sult in entirely locking out British trade from the
country beyond the Oxus, as well as from northern
Persia. Tea, cotton, and 1ron-wares, have been almost
totally supplanted by Russman articles in the same
hine, and there is no exaggeration in assuming that
every move of the Northern colossus towards the
south is a blow to Brtish trade and mdustry.
Besides the commercial benefits, we may well
take mnto account the appomtments and salaries drawn
by Englishmen m the Indian Service, as well as the
pensions they obtain, after a comparatively short
service, from the Exchequer of India, and which,
with few exceptions, is spent m the insular home.
The number of covenanted Cival Service officers m
India amounts to nearly one thousand, and the
number of those European officials who are termed
uncovenanted, employed as ralway and telegraph
officials, in the medical department, etc , is still more
considerable, and if we add to these the 4,570 com-
missioned officers, we shall get a good number of
those Britons who, in no small degree, contribute to
Enghsh wealth by spending the hard-earned Indian
savings in their British homes. Last, not least, we
would point out the immensely large sums of English
capital invested in Indian railways, irrigation canals,
and other concerns, and, particularly, the thousands
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of English merchants, owners of mills, manufacturers
of indigo and tea plantations, of shipping, etc, who
work the country 1n every direction for the benefit of
Britishe capital, and the inference 1s glanngly self-
evident that the possession of India 15 not to be
trifled with, and that a loss of this dependency would
be a deadly blow to the British nation and State

In passing to the moral standing Great Brtan
enjoys through her Indian possessions, I shall begm
with pointing to the respect and consideration the
British conquests i the distant East have secured to
our whole European world, and to our Chmstian
civilisation in general, among all the inhabitants of
Asia. The name of Feringht, 1e, European, by
which Englshmen are known m India, Chima,
Persia, and Tartary as far as Tobolsk, has obtained a
lustre unparalleled, hitherto, m the Mhstory of
mankind, and I very much doubt whether the name
of Rum,by which the old Romans were known in
these outlymng regions of the Asatic world, could
ever boast of the splendour enjoyed by the name of
Feringhs  The conquest of India has ever been the
ne plus witra of political might and power of the
Agiatics, it was the radiant gem mn the crown of
Djenghis, Timur, and Nadir, and, quite recently, 1t
has become the Light which has dazzled the eyes of
the Eastern peoples, for whenever I heard 1 my

oN 2
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lonely wanderings the greatness of the West extolled,
the mstance quoted always was, that the Feringhis
have overthrown the throne of the Mogul, and have
become possessors of the proverbial treasures of India.
The moral prestige of this conquest was, therefore, of
almost equal importance with the introduction of
steam navigation on the waters of eastern Asia, for
it struck terror into the hearts of China, Japan, and
the whole of eastern Asa, and has greatly con.
tmbuted to our supremacy in those parts of the
world To these moral achievements belong, besides,
the services the English have rendered, and are still
rendering, to European science, by having opened a
large store of information regarding the history, the
languages, and the archzology of India, Without
the valuable works of Willam Jones, Richardson,
Horace Hayman Wilson, John Muir, Monier
Williams, and a great many others, we could hardly
pursue our Persian and Sansenit studies m the way
we are now enabled to do, for they have lad the
foundation of our modern investigations, just as the
valuable publications 1 Orental lLiterature made by
Alexander Korosy de Csoma, Sprenger, Nassau Lees,
Raverty, Prinsep, Fergusson, and others, would have
been impossible without the assistance of the Anglo-
Indian Government, and, finally, 1t was the English
standing in India which has enabled us to study the
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adjacent countries—nay, to get acquainted with the
past and present of nearly half Asia

It is, therefore, in consideration of the strictly
and putely humamtarian part which England plays
in India, that every European must feel a lively in-
terest in the maintenance of British rule in India.
He must be convinced of the mdisputable fact that,
with the retreat of the Enghsh from that peminsula,
either the most horrble anarchy will ensue, and
rapme, bloodshed, and murder take the place of the
present settled, and peaceful condition of the country
—for India was never able to govern herself—or that
the barbarous despotism of Russia will inaugurate
a new era of Amatic disorders and sweep away every
trace of that glorious building erected through the
gkill, perseverance, and heroism of England.

Tt may be that, at a distant future, the various popu-
lations of India, gradually getting sufficiently trained
in the principles of self-government, and acquiring the
necessary notions of our Western culture, may do
without the leading strings indwspensable for the pre-
sent, and may be able to stand on their own feet I
say such a time may come, and must come: but then
the pupil will separate from its master, not with blood-
stained hands, but on the most frendly terms, and
the relations between the conqueror and the con-
quered will naturally change into affectionate memory
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and ties of intimate friendship But since that time
is, a8 I said, a good way off, Englishmen must look
with pride at the task still before them. They have
done half of the work only, and they must not shrink
from the responsbility and trouble of doing the
other half The deep sense of duty, a special heritage
of the Enghsh nation, handed down to them from
the days of therr Puritan ancestors, has made them
scorn the 1dea of holding rule over others solely to
benefit themselves This feelmg—I use the words
of Professor Ransome—has never been stronger than
at the present day, and, I may add, that I hope 1t
will retam 1ts strength m upholding her beneficial
rule over India for many, many generations to come.

In order to effect this purpose, 1t 18 of urgent
necessity that a great change should take place m the
minds of the English people concerning their views
on the value of India  Before all, 1t 1s that ominous
and disastrous indifference, coupled with unpardonable
ignorance in matters connected with India, which
must decidedly give way to a lively interest and to
a continuous care for this question of national im-
portance The nation at large must be penetrated by
the glory of its position, and ought not to shrug
shoulders when India, Afghanistan, and Central Asia
become the topics of public discussion.

During the twenty-two years that I have been
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connected with the literature of this political ques-
tion, and whilst on my various lecturing tours in
every direction of the United Kingdom, I was always
astonfshed and pamfully surprised upon seeing how
hittle the British publc at large cares about India, and
what inadequate proportion the authorities bear to
the importance of the question The number of those
who formerly busied themselves with a thorough
mvestigation of Central Asa has of late fearfully
diminished in England, no wonder that crimmal
mdifference was rapidly spreading, and that astute
Russia, making the best of this Enghsh national
mistake, could easily progress on her way, and feign-
mg amty could, with the assassin’s dagger concealed
from wiew, steadily approach unwary England I
am sure that, from the moment when Enghshmen
wll cease to discuss the question whether India ought
to be given up or retained, and when sohd watchful-
ness will displace the present apathy, then the posi-
tion of Great Britamn m India and throughout all
Asia will change at once Russia, her great and most
formidable rival, will see that the period of constant
trumperies 18 at an end, that she will have to face,
henceforward, not the whimsical views of party poh-
ticians, but the will of a great and mghty nation, a
nation jealous of 1ts honour, and ready to defend her
banner with all her available resources



CHAPTER XIII

MYSELF AND MY PRESENT BOOK.

To speak of one self is, according to an Omental say-
ing, * the business of thedevil ” It 1s, indeed, a most
unpleasant business, and if I do 1t nevertheless, I
feel actuated by milives T cannot leave unexplained
on the present occasion The position of a foreigner,
coming forward to defend the terests of a country
not his own, of a people to whom he is an ahen, is
certainly a very rare occurrence m the hstory of
political hiterature and politics m general I do not
wonder at all to see myself accused as a fanatic, as
a maniac, as a man whose fancy 1s totally incom-
prehensible, and for whose doings people could find
the only explanation 1n lns Hungaman nationality, a
view which I frequently found expressed in the
followmg sentence .— Professor Vambéry 1s a Hun-
garian, carrymg in his breast, m indelible characters,
hatred of Russia He cannot forget 1848, when
General Paskievitch compelled his countrymen to lay
down their arms raised against Austrnia He is con-
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tinually brooding revenge, and thence his constant
efforts to embroil us with Russia.” Well, I dare to say
this supposition is utterly false. I entered the arena
of political discussion, as I have already stated else-
where, from motives strictly humamtarian, and I
am in no way influenced either by my national
feelings involving antipathies against Russia, or by
any special predilection for, or unconditional admira-
tion of the English I have been often taken to task
as to why I cared as a student, and as a professor of
Oriental languages, for politics m general, politics
which he outside the sphere of a'%trictly theoretical
man, and may be called quite an out of the way
occupation for anybody whose attention is supposed
to be absorbed by languages, history, and ethnology
My answer has always been, and is even now, that
there is a great difference between the student who
spends his life in his hbrary, viewing things from
a distance, and the traveller, who moves on the
field of practical experience, and who, assuredly, is
more vividly impressed by what he hears and sees
around him The traveller lives and breathes for a
long time, if not durmg his whole hfe, ws#h the
peoples and nations he came across in his journeys,
and whom he has made the special subject of his
inquiries. He likes to indulge 1n speculations about
their future, he is eagerly bent upon ameliorating
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their condition, and as the future of such nations is
intimately connected with the daily question of
European politics, the traveller 1s, so to say, dragged
mnto the field of political speculation, and canflot help
becoming a politician himself

Similar reasons account for my so-called English
sympathies If an Orentahst cannot be prevented
from becoming a so-called politician, he should not
be censured for followmg m his political lines the
principle of true liberty, and from paymg hus tribute
of admuration to that portion of the European world
which he finds to be at the top of our cvilisation,
and where he perceives all those qualities and con-
ditions which constitute the purest and most perfect
light of our western culture There may be, and
there no doubt are, nations more deeply versed in
abstruse learning, more peaceful, and more 1magina-
tive than the English, but there certainly is none so
free and independent in their private and in public
hfe. None can boast of those lhiberal institutions,
none of bemng able to appreciate so thoroughly the
value of individual and mdependent action 1n private
concerns and 1n pubhe affurs  Now, I cannot help
saying that, with me, hberty and freedom is the
highest sign of perfection, and not only do I expect
the free man to show an earnest zeal to hberate
others, but I consider such a man to be the most
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appropriate instrument for accomplishing that pur-
pose. Only a free man is capable of great deeds,
only he can wipe out the superstitions and vices of
decaying Asa, and for these reasons it is that my
sympathies are with the English, whose superior
manhood, fearlessness and self-respect, enables them
to carry through the regeneration of Asia more
successfully than any of the European nations
extant.

I need scarcely say that these sympathies of mine
do not interfere with my forming a fair judgment on
the drawbacks of the Enghsh character, drawbacks
which are of hittle or no harm at all in their domngs
in Asa, and may at most be an 1mpediment to their
internal progress, a state of things which I feel I
have neither the right nor the abihty to criticise, and
which will always remain outside the pale of my
political writings

It is in connection with this view that I found it
rather absurd to see myself classified by certain people
as belonging to the Conservative party. I have
nothing to do with party poltics in England, and
the only reason for seemg myself 1dentified with the
mterests of this party may be found m the circum-
stance that this party has of late years shown a more
pronounced tendency to support the Imperal policy,
it has manifested greater zeal for the maintenance of
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those foreign possessions which constitute the glory
of English enterprise, and has shown greater skill
and superor statesmanship m the preservation of the
prestige of Great Britam all over the globe.” This
party may, therefore, be styled more Bmtish, more
manly, and more active m the service of humanity
abroad than the other party, which, for reasons I do
not care to inqure nto here, has greatly mjured
England’s standing abroad, and has got decidedly an
unlucky hand 1n foreign affarrs. This disproportion
in success 15, I think, quite sufficient to turn any-
body imterested 1n England’s successes in Asia to the
party of more active and luckier pohticians, and this
18 my sole reason for siding with the Conservatives
and with their pohey m Asia.

I suppose 1t was this false supposition that has
exposed me, during the last year, so frequently to the
attacks of over-zealous Laberals, and has subjected
my writings to sundry mismterpretations Whilst,
n former years, I had attracted the ill-will of such
Continental wrters only as, blinded by thewr hatred
of England, have rushed at me with all kinds of
mvectives and imputations, I had of late the rare
luck of getting hits from the other side of the Chan-
nel too, partly in the so-called Laberal Press, partly
in private letters sent to me to Buda Pesth Asan
old wniter, I am not at all sensitive to the asperity of
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criticism, on the contrary, I greatly enjoy 1t, and, n
order to show to the reader some specimens of these
effusions of Liberal tenderness, I beg leave to pubhsh
two of those epistles .—

“ LoNDoN, 9th Feb , 1880
“To ProFessor VAMBERY,

“The University, Buda Pesth

“ 81r,—Being, I presume, a blasted Austrian or Hungarian, I
can understand your sympathy with the manly, energetsc, and
unge policy of this Government At the same time, I should
advise you to keep your advice to yourself with 1egard to the
Brtish policy m Asia, as although, no doubt, you are very clever,
thank God we have mn this country men who are, perhaps, as far-
seeing as you make yourself out to be

“Yours obediently,

“A R”

“ 3rd April, 1885
“ PROFESSOR VAMBERY
(“Please note —You cannot truthfully deny any-
thing here stated 1 your lectures, as you are supported
by the Jingonastwe Conservatwes )

%81r,—Dnd 1t ever occur to you that the Enghsh people (all
classes) can best form an opmion on the so-called dispute between
England and Russia without the aid of a foreigner to assist them,
a8 16 18 & quarter of a century since you travelled in some of those

?
P"‘l"is‘Wlm.t would the Hungaran people think of an Enghshman
gving them advice—even by a lecture—1f Hungary had a dis-
pute with another country? Even we can see through it—the
old hatred of the old Hungarians towards Russia because of her
a1d to Austria to keep your country umted to her There s no
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war fever m this country by the great bulk of the people except
what 18 kept up by a certan class of Press-writers to certam
papers who represent the upper class, who are mterested with
India, and now hold up Russia as a ‘bogey’ Even your Mr
Marvin 18 & well-known alarmust, and 15 of no age to have any
practical experience, although he sets himself up to be even as
great an authority as Lord Granville, our great Foreign Mimster
Why, 1t 18 only four years ago we killed and wounded 5,000
Afghans, and attempted to annex a large part of therr kingdom
Russia had good excuse then to complam far more than we now
about this debatable land, which, you know, 18 not mhabited by
Afghans, but by Turkomans

“TIn fact, black as you pamnt Russia m your lecture, 1t 18 white
compared with our Enghsh annexetions and aggression m the
various states forming India. Read the conquest of India by
the East India Compeny, and afterwards under the Enghsh
Crown

“This India 18 no good to the industmal classes of this
country—it 18 a receiving house for appomntments for the Upper
Ten to all kinds of positions The parties you lecture to, they
are only a class 1n this country, and not the people at large It
was only a short time ago we had to advance India £200,000 to
assist her after the famne

“Yours respectfully,

“W R”

Such flattering testimomals of my political ac-
tinty, in England, are perhaps very little of an
encouraging nature, and I can easly imagmne how
delighted my Russian friends will be mn reading these
acknowledgments received for my services. But I
can afford them the consolation that these outbursts
of fanaticism, commg as they do mostly from over-
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heated bramns, are scarcely worth noticing, considering
the really undeserved approval I have met with for
the last twenty years at the hands of a large majority
of the ygndulgent British pubhe It was particularly
my last lecturing tour mn England which has given
me the full conviction that my various writings,
although derided 1n certamn quarters and at certamn
periods, have not fallen to the ground The warmng
voice which I have rased at various times, when a
seemingly cloudless sky deluded the intentionally care-
less crowd of politicians, has not echoed away, but left
an impression on the mmnds of a few thinking Eng-
lishmen My gratitude to them 1s boundless, 1t 18
owimng to this gratitude that I undertook to write the
present book, which, destined for a larger circulation,
will, I fondly hope, rouse the masses also to the
necessity of an active, patriotic, and decisive policy
as to Russia

And lastly, 1t 1s this feehng of thankfulness
which animates me to go on as before, unflinchingly,
in the path of my pohtical writing

By domng so I am 1n hopes to achieve two pur-
poses—one, to draw the attention of Europe m
general, to the excessive increase of the power of
barbarous and despotic Russia, a power obtaned
through the conmvance of our miserable diplomacy,
and fraught with dangers to the hberal mstitutions of
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all Europe. In looking around amongst the European
nations to discover the one fittest to form an effective
barrier against this ruthless aggression, I found that
Germany still wants a good deal of time befere she
matures into such a manhood as to come forward as
the real defender of hberty, and that France, bemg
a large room full of enfants gdtés, offers less secunty
to the sacred cause of liberty, owing to the fickle
minds and puerile freaks of her citizens It 1s only
the sohd rock of Aunglo-Saxon character which will
furnish the necessary materal for effective bulwarks,
and my second purpose m view 18, therefore, to
strengthen this national element, as far as it hes mn
the power of a wnter, to animate the Enghsh to
maintamn their position m Asa, which 1s inseparably
connected with their power mm Europe If I have
1 the least succeeded 1n my aspirations to that effect,
I shall deem myself abundantly rewarded,
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G B SMiTH With Portrait as 6d  Jubslee Edition, 1s

Life and Times of the Rt Hon John Bright By W.

ROBERTSON With Portrait  7s 6d
Our Colontes and India How we Got Them, and
Why we Keep Them _ By CYRIL RANSOME, M A, Oxon 15
India the Land and the People By SIR JAMES
. Camrp,KCB,FRS Revised and Enlarged 105 6d.

Constitutional History and Political Development of
the Umted States By SIMON STERNE, of the New York Bar 55

Burnaby’s Ride to Khiva Cheap Edition 1s 6d
Cassell & Company, Limted London, Paris, New York and Melbourne
Vaus —785




Selectsons from Cassell § Company’s Volumes (Continued)

Wood Magic A Fable By RICHARD JEFFERIES,
Author of * The Gamekeeper at Home, ' & Cheap Edztion, cloth, 6s.

A History of Modern Europe By C A FYFFE,M A,
New and Revssed Edstson Vol 1 Demy 8vo, 125

Four Years of Insh History, 1845—1849 A Sequel
to * Young Ireland.” By SiR C GAvAN Durry, K CM G Cléth, 215

A Police Code, and Manual of the Crimimnal Law
By C E. HOWARD VINCENT _ Pocket Editson (Abnidged), 25

Kirilof and His Fables By W R S RALSTON, M A.
Therd Editson, Enlarged, 3s 6d.

The Adventures and Discourses of Captain John
Smith By JouN AsaroN With Fac-simles of the Orgmal
Illustrations th or parchment, 55

Treasure Island By R L STEVENSON. Cloth, 5s

Technology, Manuals of Edited by Prof AYRTON,
FRS, and RICHARD WORMELL, DSc, M A A4 Prospectus sent
post free on application

Universal History, Cassell’s Illustrated Vol I, Early
and Greek History, Vol II, the Roman Penod, Vol III, the
Middle Ages With numerous high-class kngravings Price gs each.

England, Cassell's History of With about 2,000
Illustrations Ten Vols , cloth, gs each, or 1n library binding, £4 10s

United States, Cassell's History of the With 600
Illustrations and Maps 1,950 pages, extra crown 4to Complete in
Three Vols , cloth, £1 75 , or in hbrary binding, £x 105

The History of Protestantism By the Rev J. A
WryLIE, LLD With 600 Onginal Illustrations Three Vols, 4to,
cloth, £1 75 , orin library binding, £1 108

Old and New London A Narrative of its History,
its People, and 1ts Places 'With 1,200 Illustrations Complete in Six
Vols , gs each, or in hbrary binding, £3

Greater London  Uniform with “Old and New
London,” Complete n Two Volumes By EDWARD WALFORD
‘With about 200 inal Ilustrations i each  Cloth gilt, gs each

Our Own Country. An Illustrated Geographical and
Historical Description of the Chief Places of Interest in Great Britain
Complete 1 6 Vols , with 200 Illustrations m each 75 6d each,

Old and New Edinburgh, Cassell’s Complete mn
Three Volumes With 60oo Ongmal Illustrations  Cloth, gs. each

Cassell & Company, Liwmted London, Pans, New York and Melbourne




Selections from Cassell § Company's Volumes (Continued),

Cassell's New Natural History Edited by Prof.
Duncan, M B, FRS, assisted by Eminent Writers With nearly
2,000 Illustrations Complete in 6 Vols, gs each

European Butterfles and Moths By W F KIRBY
With 61 Coloured Plates Demy 4to, cloth gilt, 355

The Book of the Horse By the late S SIDNEY With
Twenty-five Coloured Plates, and 100 Wood Engravings New and
Revised Edstion Demy gto, cloth, 315 6d , half-morocco, £2 as

The Illustrated Book of Poultry By L WRIGHT.

With 50 Coloured Plates and numerous Wood Engravings Demy 4f
cloth, 31s 6d , half-morocco, £z 2s e T4

The Illustrated Book of Pigeons By R FULTON
Edited by L WRrIGHT With Fifty Coloured Plates and numerous
Engravings Demy 4to, cloth, 31s 6d , half-morocco, £2 2s

The Book of Poultry By LEWIS WRIGHT Popular
Editon  With Illustrations on Wood, including a Senes of full-page
Plates specially prepared for this Editon 105 6d

Canaries and Cage-Birds, The Illustrated Book of
‘With Fifty-six Coloured Plates and numerous lllustrations Demy 4to,
cloth, 355 , half-morocco, £2 55

Dairy Farming By Professor SHELDON, assisted by
eminent Authorities With Twenty-five Fac-simile Coloured Plates, and
numerous Wood Engravings Cloth, 31s 6d , half-morocco, £2 2s

Dog, The Illustrated Book of the By VERO SHAW,

BA Cantab With Twenty-eight Fac-simile Coloured Plates, drawn
from Life expressly for the Work, and numerous Wood Engravings
Demy 4to, cloth bevelled, 35s , half-morocco, 455

European Ferns their Form, Habit, and Culture
By]!)AMEs BrITTEN, FL S  With Thirty Fac-simile Coloured Plates,
BLaIr, FL S Demy 4to, cloth gilt, gilt edges, 215

Familiar Wild Birds By W SWAYSLAND FIRST
SERIEs With Forty full-page exqusite Coloured Illustrations and
numerous Onginal Wood Engravings 125 6d.

Familiar Garden Flowers FIRST, SECOND, and THIRD
SERIES By SmirLEYy Hiserp With Forty Full-page Coloured
Plates by F E HuLME, FL S, meach 125 6d each

Familiar Wild Flowers Complete n Five Series.
By F E HuLue, FLS, FSA. With Forty Coloured Plates and
Descrniptive Text 1n each 125 6d each

Vignettes from Inwvisible Life By JOHN BADCOCK.
‘With numerous Illustrations specially executed for the Work 3s 6d
Cassell & Company, Limited London, Paris, New Yor  d Melbourne




Selections from Cassell & Company’s Volumes (Continued)

The Magazine of Art Yearly Volume With about

Tlustrations by the first Artists of the day, and beautifully-executed
mhmg. for Frontispiece  Cloth gilt, gilt edges, 16s

Some Modern Artists With highly-fimshed En-
gravings of their most popular Masterpieces and Portraits 128 6d

The Forging of the Anchor With 20 Illustrations
specially executed for the Work, by the first Artists of the day Small
4to, cloth, gilt edges, 55 , or Japanese morocco, padded (in box), 6s

Picturesque Europe Popular Edition Vols 1,11,&
111 , with 13 exquisite Steel Plates, and about 200 Onginal Engravings

m each by the best Artists Cloth gilt, 185 each, or Vols 1 & II
containing the Bntish Isles complete) bound n one, 31s 6d
B —The Original Edition, 1n Five magmficent Volumes, royal 4to

size, can still be obtamned, price £ro 108

Egypt Descriptive, Historical, and Picturesque.
By Prof G EBERs _Translated by CLARA BELL, with Notes by
SAMUEL BircH, LLD,DCL,FSA, With Onginal magmficent
Engravings Cloth bevelled, gilt edges Vol I, zzl 58, Vol II,
£2 125 6d, or the Two Vols 1 box, £4 175 6d

Picturesque America Complete in Four Vols with 12

exquisite Steel Plates and about 200 Onginal Wood Engravings 1n each
Royal 4to, £2 2s each

Landscape Painting in Ouls, A Course of Lessons 1n
By A. F GRrACE, Turner Medallist, Royal Academy With Nine
Reproductions in Colour Extra demy folio, cloth, gt edges, 42s

Illustrated British Ballads With Several Hundred
Onginal Illustrations Complete in Two Vols Cloth, 75 6d each,
cloth, gilt edges, 10s 6d each, morocco, Two Vols , 255

Sunlight and Shade Original and Selected Poems
‘With exqusite Engravings by the best Artists of the day s 6d

Choice Poems by H W LONGFELLOW Illustrated

from Pamtings by his Son ERNEST W LONGFELLOW Small 4to,
cloth, 6s

The Doré Fine Art Volumes compnse—

4Led sd
Milton’s Paradise Lost 1 10 Munchausen i 50
The Doré Bible 21000 Fairy Tales Told Again o 50
Don Quixote . . 0150

Casseli & Company, Limted London, Paris, New York and Melbourne



Selections from Cassell & Company's Volumes (Continued)

Cassell's Concise Cyclopedia, containing 12,000
subjects and about 6oo Illustrations Complete i: One Volume, 155

A First Sketch of English Literature By Professor
HENRY MORLEY Crown 8vo, 912 pages, cloth, 75 6d

Popiflar Educator, Cassell's New and thoroughly
Rewvised Edition Complete n Six Vols  Price 55 each

Science for All Complete in Five Vols Edited by

Dr ROBERT BROWN, M A ,F L §, &c, assisted by Eminent Scientific
Wrters Each contaiming about 350 [llustrations = Cloth, gs each

The Practical Dictionary of Mechanics Containing
15,000 Drawings, with Comprehensive and TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION
of each Subject Four Vols, cloth, £4 4s

The Countries of the World By ROBERT BROWN,
MA., PhD, FLS, FRGS Complete in Six Vols, with 750
Ilustrations, 7s 6d each Library binding, Three Vols, 37s 6d

Peoples of the World. Vols I,II,III,IV,& V By

Dr RoBERT BRowN With numerous Illustrations Price 7s 6d each

Cities of the World _C_omplet;;f Three Vols  Illus-

trated throughout with fine Illustrations and Portraits Clothgilt, 7s 6d.

Gleanings from Popular Authors  Complete in Two
Vols With Onginal Illustrations  Price gs each

Heroes of Britain in Peace and War By E HODDER
With Illustrations Two Vols, 55 each, or in Library binding,
One Vol, 105 6d

The Sea its Stirring Story of Adventure, Peril, and
Heroism By F WHYMPER Complete in Four Vols, each con-
taiming 100 Ongmal lllustrations 4to, 7s 6d each Library binding,
Two Vols , 255 o

Morocco 1ts People and Places By EDMONDO DE
Amicis Translated by C RoLLIN TILTON With nearly 200 Onginal
Illustrations  Extra crown 4to, Cheap Edition, cloth, 7s 6d

Energy and Motion A Text-book of Elementary
Mechanics By W Paice, MA Cloth, 1s 6d

Energy in Nature By WM LANT CARPENTER,
BA,BSc With8o Illustrations 3s 6d

The Field Naturalist's Handbook By the Rev | G,

‘Woop and THEODORE Woop  Cloth, 55
Cassell & Company, Limited London, Panis, hew } ork and Mebourne




Selections from Cassell § Company's Volumes (Continued)

The Encyclopzdic Dictionary A New and Original
Work of Reference to all the Words in the Enghsh Language, witha
Full Account of theirr Origin, Meaning, Pronunciation, and Use. Eight
Divisional Volumes now ready, price 10s 6d. each, or bound m
Double Volumes, 1n half-morocco, 215 each.

Library of English Literature Edited by Profsssor
HENRY MoRLEY With Illustrations taken from Onginal MSS , &c.
Each Vol. complete 1n itself

Voo I SHORTFR ENGLISH POEMS 125 6d

Vor II ILLUSTRATIONS OF ENGLISH RELIGION 11s 6d.

Vor. I1I ENGLISH PLAYS 11s 6d

Vor. IV SHORTER WORKS IN ENGLISH PROSE 11s 6d

Vor. V LONGER WORKS IN ENGLISH VERSE AND PROSE 11s 6d
** Vols. 1, II, & 111, Popular Edition, now ready, 7s 6d each,

English History, The Dictionary of A Record of the
Domngs of the knghsh Nation at Home and Abroad Royal 8vo,
cloth, 21s , half-roxburgh, 255

Dictionary of English Literature Being a Compre-
hensive Guide to English Authors and therr Works By W DAVEN-
PORT ADAMS 720 pages, clo*h, 7s 6d , half-roxburgh, 10s 6d

Dictionary of Phrase and Fable Giving the Dertva-
tion, Source, or Ongin of 20,000 Words that have a Tale to Tell By
Rev Dr BREWFR [Enlarged and Cheaper Edition, cloth, 35 6d ',
superior binding leather back, 45 6d

The Royal Shakspere A Handsome Fine-Art Edi-
tion of the Poets Works With Exquisite Steel Plates and Wood
Engravings The Text 15 that of Prof Delius, and the W ork contains
Mr FURNIVALL s Life of Shakspere Complete in 3 Vols, 155 each

Cassell’s Illustrated Shakespeare Edited by CHARLES
and MARY COWDEN CLARKE With 6oo Illustrations by H C
SELOUs  Three Vols , royal 4to, cloth gilt, £3 35

The Leopold Shakspere  The Poet’s Works in
Chronological Order, and an Introduction by F ] FURNIVALL. With
about 400 Illustrations  Small 4to, cloth, 6s , cloth gilt, 75 6d , half-
morocco, 105 6d , morocco or tree calf 21s

PRACTICAL GUIDES to PAINTING, with wumerous Coloured Plates, and
Jull Instructions by the Artists —

Ammal Panting in Water Colours  China Pamnting By FLORENCE
With 18 Coloured Plates by LEWIS ss
FrFD TAYLER 58 Tree Pamnting 1n Water Colours

Flower Painting 1n Water Colours W ateBI{ Cvgl OI"‘II -I, 33101?: g, .is'C ourse

IST & 2ND SERIES By F E
of ByR P Lencu ss
F HU;ME’ FL S'Wss ezchl Neutral Tmt},’ ARCourie of Pamt-
1gure-Painting 1n Water Colours mgmn ByR P LEITCH 55
By BLANCHE MACARTHUR Sepia Pamting, A Course of
and JENNIE MOORE 7s 6d ByR P LeircH Clotb, 55

Cassell & Company, Limted Londom, Paris, New York and Melbourne



Seleztrons from Cassell § Company’s Volumes (Continued)

The Early Days of Christianity By the Ven Arch-
deacon FARRAR, DD, FRS Popular Editwn, 1 Vol., cloth, 65 ,
Persian morocco, 105 6d  Lidrary Edstson, Nintk Thousand, Two
Vols , demy 8vo, cloth, 245 (Car also be had 11 morvcco binding )

The_Life of Christ By the Ven Archdeacon FARRAR,

®D,FRS
Bijou Editron, complete in Five Vols , 1n case, 105 6d the set

Popular Edition, m One Vol,, cloth, 6s , cloth gilt, gilt edges, 75 6d. ,

Persian morocco, 05 6d , tree calf, 155
Lidrary Edition 315t Editson  ‘Two Vols,, cloth, a4s , morocco,

2 28
Jllustrated Edition 'With about 300 Illustrations Extra crown 4to,
cloth, gilt edges, 215 , calf or morocco, 42 2s

The Life and Work of St Paul By the Ven
Archdeacon FARRAR, DD, FRS  Populer Fditwn, One Vol,
cloth, 6s , Persian morocco, z0s 6d. rary Edition (19th Thou-
sand) Two Vols , demy 8vo, cloth, 245 , morocco, £2 2s. Jliustrated
Edstion, cloth, gilt edges, 215

An Old Testament Commentary for English Readers
By vanous Wniters  Edited by the Right Rev C ] ErricorT, D D
Lord Bishop of Gloucester and Bnstol ~Complete 1n Five Vols,
pnce 215 each

VoL I contams GENESIS to NUMBERS

Vou 1I contains DLUTERONOMY to SAMUEL II
Vor. III contains KINGS I to ESTHER

VoL 1V contams JOB to ISAIAH

VoL V contams JEREMIAH to MALACHI

A New Testament Commentary for English Readers
Edited by the Right Rev_C J Erricort, DD, Lord Bishop of
Gloucester and Bristol Three Vols, cloth, £3 3s , or mn half
morocco, £4 14s 6d

VoL I contans the FOUR GOSPELS 41 1s.

VoL II containsthe ACTS to GALALIANS fras
VoL 111 contains the EPHESIANS to the REVELATION 41 1s.

Sermons Preached at Westminster Abbey By
ALFRED BARrRY, DD, DC L, Bishop of Sydney, Metropohtan of
New South Wales, and Primate of Australia  Cloth, 5s

Geikie, Cunningham, D D, Works by Hours with
the Bible, Six Vols, 6s each, Entering on Life, 3s 6d , The
Precious Promises, 2s 6d , The English Reformation, ss , Old
Testament Characters, 6s , The Life and Words of Christ, Two Vols ,
large 8vo, cloth, 30s , Student s Edition, I'wo Vols , cloth, 165,

The Bible Educator Edited by the Very Rev E H.
PLuMPTRE, D D Iilustrated Four Vols,6s each, orTwo Vols , 21s.

Cassell & Company, Limsted London, Parss, New York and Melbourne




Selections from Cassell § Company’s Volumes (Continued).

The Book of Health A Systematic Treatise upon
Science and the Preservation of Health With Contnbutions by
eminent Medical Authonities 215 , balf-morocco, 25s.

Our Homes and How to make them Healthy-
Edited by SHIRLEY FORSTER MURPHY, assisted by emment Con-
tnbutors  Royal 8vo, cloth, illustrated, 155 , half-morocco, ar:

The Family Physician A Modern Manual of
Domestic Medicine ~ By PHYSICIANS and SURGEONS of the Principal
London Hospitals Royal 8vo, cloth, 21s., half-roxburgh, git top, 255

Medicine, Manuals for Students of

Elements of Histol By E  Comparative Anatomy and Phy-
KLy, MD,FRS 6s %ologyM ABy Profﬁg‘ JEFFREY
LLL, 75
Surgical Patholegy By A J  Human Physology By HENRY
PEPPER, M B, M S 7s 6d Power, FRCS 75 6d
Physiological Physics By ] Mc- Clmical Chemistry By CHAS

H RALFE,MD ,FRCP ss
GREGOR ROBERTSON 75 64 Matena Medica and "I"herape'uucs

Surgical Apphed Anatomy By Bylg MITCHELL BRUCE,M D,
F TReves, FRCS s 6d FRCP 75 6d
Prospectus unll be sent post free on application

Chinical Manuals for Practitioners and Students of
Medicme A Lsst sent post free on applscation

The Domestic Dictionary  An Encyclopadia for the
Household Illustrated throughout 1,280 pages, royal 8vo  Ckeap
Edition, price 75 6d , half-roan, gs.

Cassell's Dictionary of Cookery The Largest,
Cheapest, and Best Book of Cookery With 9,000 Recipes, and
numerous Illustrations  Cheap Edstzon, price 7s 6d , half-roan, 9s.

Choice Dishes at Small Cost Containing Practical
Directions to Success 1n Cookery, and Onginal Recipes for Appetising
and Economical Dishes By A G PAYNE 3s. 6d

The Making of the Home A Book of Domestic
Economy for School and Home Use. By Mrs S A BARNETT
Cloth, 1s 6d

A Year's Cookery Giving Dishes for Breakfast,
Luncheon, and Dinner for Every Day in the Year, with Practical In-
structions for their Preparation By PHYLLIS BROWNE 35 6d.

What Girls Can Do A Book for Mothers and
Daughters By PHYLLIS BROWNE Cheap Editron  2s. 6d

& Cassell & Company's Complete Catalogue, contaimng @ List of
Several Hundyed  Volumes, mclrt:dm,g' Bibles Eaud Religious Works, Fime-
Art Volumes, Children'’s Books, Dictionaries, Educational Works, Handbooks
and Guides, History, Natural History, Household and Domestic Treatses,
Sctence, Sertals, Travels, &c &c , sent post free on application.

Cassell & Company, Limited London, Paris, New York and Melbourne




A List of Cassell & Company's

EDUCATIONAL WORKS,

And STUDENTS’ MANUALS.

Algela, Manual of By Rev. Proressor Garsrarrs, M A
and Rev ProFessor HAveHTON, MD, DCL, FRS Partl s
cloth, with Answers, 25 6d., complete, with Answers, cloth, 75 6d.

Algebra, T}le Elements of. et Edition. Cloth unp, 15

Amimal Painting m Water Colours With 18 Coloured
Plates by FREDERICK TAYLER, and Instructions to the Pupil 55

Animal Drawing A Senes of Graduated Copies by A T.
EL?IES ‘With 96 pages of Drawings  Crown 4to, cloth, s,

Applied Mechanics By Prof R. S Baw, LLD Illus-

trated 25
Arithmetic, The Modern School. By Grorce Ricks,

cloth, 25 Key, paper covers, linen lined, 64 Answers for each Standard
m cloth, 24d
IN CONJUNCTION WITH ABOVE

Anthmeétical Test Cards, The Modern School

B‘y GeorGE Ricks, B Sc Lond For all the Standards Seven Sets
of 40 Cards , each Set, 9d , 1n case, Is , linenlined, 1s , ncase, Is 3d

Anthmetic Examples, The Marlborough  Cloth, 3
Arithmetic Rules, The Marlborough Cloth, 1s 6d
Arnthmetic, Galbraith and Haughton's Manual of,
Contaming nearly 32,000 Examples With Answers, cloth, 3s. 6d.
Astronomy, Galbraith and Haughton's Manual of.
‘With numerous Illustrations. 230 , cloth lettered, 55
Book-Keeping, Practical Works on By Tueo Jowes.
Book-Keeping for Schools  Paper, 2s, cloth, 3s
Book-Keeping for the Million  Paper, 25 , cloth, 35
Books for Jones's System, Ruled Sets'of  2s.
Building Construction The Elements of Architectural
Drawng and Practical Design. By ErLis A DAvinsoN  Cloth, 25
Civil Service, Guide to Employment in the New
and Greatly Enlarged Editon  Feap 8vo, cloth, 35 64 )
Civil Service Gude to Female Employment in

Governmentt Offices, for the use of Parents and Guardians, ntending
Candidates, and Teachers 1n Schools  Cloth, Is



Casserr & Coupany's Epvcarionar Works

China Painting. By FLorence Lewis With 16 Coloured
Plates, and numerous Wood Engravings, and contaming full Instructions
to the Pupil  Extra feap 4to, cloth, 5s

Commentary for Schools

Consisting of the ggparate

Books of the NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY FOR ENGLISH READERS
(Edited by the Lord Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol), in Small Volumes,
switable for School and general Educational purposes.

AN InTRODUCTION TO THE NEW TESTA
MENT 28 6d

St MATTHEW 3s 6d

ST MaRx 38

ST Luke. 3s 6d

St Joun 3s 6d

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 35 6d

Copy-Books, Cassell's Modern School

Romans. 28 6d

CorINTHIANS, I and II

GALATIANS, ﬁmnsxus,&gmmmm 38
CoLossIANS, THESSALONIANS & TIMOTHY 35,
Tirus, PaiLemoN, HEBREWS, JAMES 35
PeTER, JUDE, and Joun 35

THE REVELATION 3

These Copy-

Books are wefulle{ graduated and prepared, on Supenior Wnting Paper,

to form and dev

op a round, clear, and serviceable handwritng In

TwELVE BOOKS of 24 pages each, price 2d each

SERIES I
LARGE AND HALF TEXT
Book 1 —Elements and Easy Combinations

Book 2 —The more Difficult Letters and
Combinations

Book 3 —Easy Words
SERIES II
LARGE AND HALF TEXT
LARGE AND SMALL ROUND HAND

Book 4 —) The Copies give Interesting
Book 5 —  Facts about Objects
Book 6 —) and Phenomena

SERIES III
LARGE AND SMALL HAND, CAPITALS AND
Book Th récuns .
7 =1 The es give Interestin
Book } Facts:g:'lGenera.lInﬁmlm:mnz
SERIES IV
SMALL HAND, CAPITALS AND FIGURES

%3}: - :} General Information
SERIES V

ADVANCED SMALL HAND, CAPITALS AND
FIGURES

Book 11 —
Bock 15 _} General Information

Copy-Books, Cassell's Graduated Pnnted on Supenor
Paper, with Copper-plat and contauns all the forms
s combmabons ity o i 7S o Landorstng

combinations necessary for the acquirement of a
Book consists dupagsf:; Wniting Copwsmwd

18 Books, price 2d each.

v Strokes and S
2 Round Letters and Combmations
3 Words Short Letters
§ ok {Textand Rousd) and F

‘ext and Figures.
tals and Combinations
Rotnd, and Figures

d
‘ext, Round (Advanced), F'
; Igures

i

[if

=]

rapper  Complete m

10 gmta? Small(léland) aod Doskd
1t Capif igures (Sums), e
Sn:ﬂki'land
12 Double Small Hand
13 Double Advanced Small Hand.
14 Text, Round, and Small Hand
1 van( 1
5 Advanced Small Hand (1)
16 Advanced Small Hand (2)
:g Advanced Small Hand (3)
bt Receipts, &«

Cutting Tools Worked by Hand and Machine By
RoBerT H SMITH, MIME With Practical Drawings, 3s 6d



CasszLr & Company’s Epvcational Works

Dicil:igl::ﬂrl:lsime(rFor the description of these Dictionanes see

alpha ) ENCYCLOPADIC, ENGLISH HISTORY,

PFIRASE AND FABLE, ENGLISH LITERATURE, FRENCH,
G_ERMAN , LATIN

Decimve Events in History. By Tromas Arcmsr.
With Sixteen Origmal Illustrations SEVENTH EpITION Extra feap

4to, boards, 38 6d , or cloth t
“These %-‘p'omn of hﬂt} g.ile well teid and admrably lustrated”—

Decorative Design, Principles of. By Crristorrer
DRrESSER, PL.D, F L.S, &. With Two Coloured Plates, and Designs
and Illustrations, Extra crown 4to, §s

Domestic Economy (S “Maxe or e HouE”)

Drawing Books for Young Artists 64 each
How To DRAW ELEMENTARY FORMS, MODELS, & 120 Studies
How To DRAW FLORAL AND ORNAMENTAL FoRMS 8o Studies
How To DrRAW LANDSCAPES, TREES, SHips, & 60 Studies
How To DRAW ANIMALS, BIrDS, AND Dogs 64 Studies

N B — The above Books contan Blank Paper for copying eack example

Drawing Books, Superior —
Prnted in Fac-sumle Lithography, cloth, gilt lettered, 55 each

How 1o DRAW FIGURES 96 Graduated Studies from Lafe
How To DRAW IN FREEHAND 96 Graduated Studies of Models
How To DRAW FLORAL AND VEGETABLE ForMS 96 Studies

Drawing Copes, Cassell's Modern School ~Adapted
to the Exammations of the Science and Art Department Mounted on
strong Cardboard Fsrst Grade— Freehand, 24 Copies, 1s  Second
Grade—Freehand, 24 Copies, 2s

Educational Year-Book, The. A Comprehensive Guide to
the Educational facihities afforded by the various classes of Schools existing
m this country  Demy 8vo, cloth, 6s

Encyclopadic Dictionary, The. A New and Ongmal Work
of Reference to all the Words in the Enghish Language, with a full Account
of therr Ongmn, Meaning, Pronunciation, and Use Seven Divisional
Volumes now ready, price 10s 6d_each , or Double Divisional Volumes,
1 half morocco, 21s each, or in Monthly Parts, pnice 1s

Energy and Motion A Text-Book of Elementary
Mechamcs By W Paice, M A Illustrated 1s 6d.

Energy in Nature. By Wu Lan1 CareEnTsr, BA, BSc
With 80 Illustrations  3s 6d.

English Literature, The Story of. By AxnaBuckranp
Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, 55



Casserr & Coupany's EpvcarioNar WoRrks.

English Literature, A First Sketch of By Prof
NRY MORLEY Compnsing an Account of Enghsh Literature from the
Earliest Penod to the Present Date. 912 pages, crown 8vo, cloth,

w6l .

English Literature, Dictionary of. Bemg a Comprehen-
sive Gude to Enghsh Authors and thewr Works. By W DAVENPORT
ADAMS 720 pages, extra fcap 4to, cloth, Chesp Edstion, 7s 64 Half
Roxburgh, 10s 6d

English Literature, Library of By Professor Henwy

Morrey With Illustrations from Origmal MSS , & Complete n Five
Vols., cloth, 585 6d , or handsomely bound 1 half-morocco, £5 55
Vol 1 SuorTeER ENGLISH PoEMS, 128 6d
Vol II ILLusTRATIONS OF ENGLISH RELIGION, rrs 6d
Vol 111 ENcLisit PLays, 118 6d
Vol IV SHorTFR WoRKS IN ENGLISH PRosE, 11s 6d
Vol V Longer Works 1IN ENGLISH ProsE AND VERSE, 115, 6d
Vols I &II of the Popular Edition are now ready, price 7s 6d each
In course of 1ssue 1n Monthly Parts, price 6d
’
Euclid, Cassell’s Bemng the Furst Six, with the Eleventh and

Twelfth Books of Euchd, By Prof WALLACE, MA 1s
Euclid, The Fust Four Books of, for the Use of Prmary Schools
Paper 6d , cloth, od.
Euclid, Galbraith and Haughton’s Manual of. BooksL,
II, and III , cloth, 25 6d , Books IV, V , and VI, cloth, 2s 6d
Figure Painting 1n Water Colours. With 16 Coloured

Plates from Designs by BLANCHE MACARTHUR and JENNIE MOORE, with
Instructions by the Artists  Cloth, 75 6d

Fine-Art Library, The Edted by Jomy Searxs,
Principal of the South Kensington Art Schools —
THE ENGLISH SCHOOL OF PAINTING  ARTISTIC ANATOMY By MATHIAS

By ErRNRST CHESNEAU  Translated ranslated
chv N ErseringToN  With I:.ny Dovar Tamslated by F E Frorrow
Introd RUSKIN ‘With about 100 Illustrations 58

by Profe
Wlthuwardsofymo Engravings s THE DUTCH SCHOOL OF PAINTING
‘THE FLEMISH SCHOOL OF PAINTING | By Heney Havarp  Translated by

f{,,AH,J,,J'i‘,’,;‘:f %uh ab:;:it ,Iz G Powert With about 100 Illustra-

Illustrations  ss 58

Flower Painting mn Water Colours. Frst and Second
Sertes With Twenty Fac-sumle Coloured Plates m each Carefully
executed from Onginal Designs by F E HULME, FLS,FSA With
Instructions Interleaved with Drawing Paper Cloth gilt, 55 each

French-English and English-French Dictionary,

Cassell's 18644 Thousand Compiled by Professors DE LoLME and

WaLLACE  Rewised and Corrected by Professor Rousaun, B A

I(:l;:I?S) 6l‘i!_tio pages, cloth, 35 6d., or n superior binding, with leather
) 45



CasseLL & Company's Epvcarionar Works.

French, Cassell's Lessons in  New and Enlarged Edstson
Revised by Prof E Rousaup, BA (Pans) Parts L and II, cloth, each
2s 6d , complete, 4s. 6d. Kk, 1s 6d.

French Exercises, The Marlborough Znlarged and
Revised By the Rev G W D Lisig, M A., French Master in Marl-
bo®ugh Col Cloth, ’lgs 6d.

French Grammar, The Marlborough. Zniarged and
Ressed Arranged and Compiled by the Rev ] F BRIGHT, M A., Master
of the Modern School in Marlborough College 164 pages, cloth, 2s. 6d,

*.* The two above Works are now 1n use at Haryow and Marlborough

Geography, European, Outlines of By Mary AuzLia
BeNNETT, Certified Student m Honours of Cambridge Unmiversity , some-
g:nile ?cholar of Gurton College, Head Mistress of the Surbiton High
School 1s

Geometry, Cassell's Course of Practical By Eruss A,
DavipsoN Consisting of 64 Cards m Packet, em the Furst and
Second Grade Studlg:g In Packet, §s # embning

Geometry (S« “Ricar LiNgs”)

German Grammar, The Marlborough ZEnlarged Edstion.
Arranged and Compiled by the Rev J F Bricut, M A, Master of
the Modern School 1n Marlborough College  Cloth, 3s 6d

German-English and English-German Pronouncing

Dictionary, Cassell’s  srst Thousand With an Appendix contamning
the most important changes introduced into German Orthography in 1880 by
the Prussian Mimister of Education ~ Crown 8vo, 864 pages, cloth, 3s 6d

German Reading, First Lessons in By A Jacst,
of the Princess Helena College, Ealing A Graduated Course of
Lessons 1n Verse and Prose, with Vocabularies, &  Crown 8vo  Illus
trated throughout, Is

Handratling and Starcasing By Frank O CRESWELL,
of the Liverpool School of Science, Medallist for Geometry With
upwards of One Hundred Working Drawmgs  Fcap ’8vo, 3s 6d

Historical Course for Schools, Cassell's By Oxford
Graduates 1n Historical Honours

1 Srtories FroM EncrLisH History With Maps and 25
Illustrations  1s

II Tue SiMpLE OUTLINE oF ENcLisH HisTory With Maps
and Illustrations ISSpaEes 1s 3d

III THE Crass History oF ENGLAND A Text Book for use m

connection with OralClass Teaching and Lectures, and for the
preparation of work for Exammation With Maps, Analysis,
and upwards of 100 Illustrations 400 pages, price 25

History of England, The Little Folks’ ByIsaCrater
KNox Wth 30 Illustrations. 288 pages, cloth, 1s 6d.



CasseLr & Company’s EpvcaTionaL WoRrks.

Hydrostatics, Galbraith and Haughton’s Manual of.

Cloth, 35 61 . -

Latin-English and English-Latin Dictionary, Cas-
sell's _48th Thousand Crown 8vo, 890 pages, cloth, 3s 6d.

Linear Drawing and Practical Geometry. BgE A.
DAvIDSON  With about 150 Illustrations.  Cloth, 2s.

Making of the Home, The A Book of Domestic
Economy for School and Home Use. By Mrs S A BARNETT 1Is 6d

Mathematical Tables, Galbraith and Haughton’s
Manual of  Cloth lettered, 35 6d.

Mechanics, Galbraith and Haughton’s Manual of.
Cloth, 35 6 )

Mechanics, Practical By Prof Jomn Perry, ME With
Dlustrations  Extra fcap 8vo, cloth, 35 6d

Model Drawing ByE A Daviosox With Twenty single
and Six double-page Plates  Cloth, 3s

Music, An Elementary Manual of. By H Lesue 1s

Natural Philosophy, Manual of. By Rev Prof Haucstox,
MD,DCL, FRS _With 160 Ilustrations Cloth, 35 61

New Code of Regulations, 1885, Handbook of the.
ByJounF Moss, Clerk of the Sheffield School Board 1s , or cloth, 25

Optics, Galbraith and Haughton’s Manual of. 25 6d

Orthographic and Isometrical Projection By Eruis
A DAVIDSON _ Revused and Enlarged Illustrated  2s.

Painting 1n Neutral Tint, A Course of With 24 Plates
from Designs by R P LEITcH With Full Instructions Cloth, price 55

Phrase and Fable, Dictionary of By the Rev Dr

BREWER  Cheap Edition, Revised and Enlarged  Cloth, 35 6d , half-
leather, 4s 6d

Physical Science, Intermediate Text-Book of By
F H Bowman,DSc,FRAS,FLS Illustrated 3s 6d

Plane Trigonometry, Galbraith and Haughton’s
Manual of Cloth, 25 6d

Popular Educator, Cassell’s. Newand Thoroughly Revsed
Zditon, Complete m bix Vols , price 55 each

Practical Perspective. By Erus A. Davipsox. With 36
double-page llustrations  Cloth, 3s.

Perspective, The Principles of, as Applied to Model

Drawing and Sketching from Nature By Groree TrosRIDGE
With 23 Plates and other Illustrations, 1s 6d , or cloth, 25 6d




CasseLL & CoMPaNY’s EpucaTionar WORKs

READERS FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.

On the approved bist of the London School Board and numerous Provincial
School Boards

Readers, Cassell's Modern School Historical. Iilus-
tmsd throughout, and strongly bound 1n cloth,

I Encuise History  For Standard III —Tue Easv HisTory ror Urper
I (Stores for Chaldyen) 10d STANDARDS —MIDDLE AGES »

1V —Tue Easy Historv For UrPER
Il —Encrisk History (For Stan- STANDARDS —MODERN HISTORY 15

dards IV and V  (The Simple V —Tur CompLrTE HisTORY OF ENG-
Outline) 8 LaND  ForStands, V, VI, & VII 25

Reading Sheets, The Modern School  InThree Senes,
each consisting of Twelve Sheets, 25 each on paper, or §s each on linen

Readers, The Modern School Ilustrated throughout
Strongly bound m cloth
FIrsT INFANT READER (24 pages) 3d  SECOND READER (1,6 pages) 10d

Seconp ,, s (24 pages) 3d  THIRD READER (184 pages) 18, 3d,
THIRD » (32 pages) 4d  FOURTH READER (232 pages 15 gd
FourtH ,, s (48pages) 5d  FIrTH READER (246 pages) 15 od
FirsT READER (en’ngea to 103 THETwo YEARS'READER ~ For
pages) 8d Stands V , VI & VII(328pp)as 6d

Readers, The Modern School Geographical Illus-
trated throughout, and strongly bound in cloth Comprising—

STANDARD I, INTRODUCTORY LESSONS Part I (g6 pages) 6d
StanparD II, INTRODUCTORY LESSONs Part [1 6d
STANDARD 111, ENGLAND AND WALES ~ With Coloured Map (13:pages) od
STANDARD IV, ScorLanp, IRELAND, BRITISH NORTH AMERICA, AND
AUSTRALASIA  With I'wo Colowured Mags (184 pages) 15
STANDARD V, EUrROPE (192 pa{:,s) 18
Stanparps VI and VII, 1ne WoRLD (315 pages) 1s 8d

Readable Readers, The An entirely New Semes of
Reading Books, prepared to meet the requrements of the Education
Department ~ Carefully Graduated, extremely Interestng, Illustrated
throughout, strongly bound, and remarkably cheap

FirsT INFANT READER 32 pages, mp cloth (red) 2}d.

SECOND » 8pages, » 3d
Booxlll , 112 pages, hmp cloth boards (blue) %d , very stiff cloth boards (red)

X

Mg ” "ol 15 od

IV, 192 1d 15 od

V,224 s 1d 15 3d

VI, 224 1s 1d 1s 3d

nght Lines Explaming the First Principles of Geometry
With Illustrations  Cloth  New Editwn  1s

School Managers Manual By F C M, MA,
an Introductfon by SYDNEY BUxTON, MP 15



CasseLr & CoupaNy’s EpucaTionarl WoRks.

Shakspere Reading Book, The Bemg Seventeen of

Shakspere’s Plays Abndged for the use of Schools and Public Read:
By H CourTHOPE BowEN, M A Illustrated Cloth, 3s 6d , o:gxs.n
three separate Books, 1s each

Sepia Painting, A Course of. With 24 Plates from Destns
byR P LerrcH  The Letterpress to each contans Full Irfiructions
to the Learner, and the Plates show the progress of the Work through the
different stages. Oblong 4to, cloth, §s.

Spelling, A Complete Manual of, on the Prnciples of
Contrast and Companson By J D, Morerr, LLD, HM Inspector
of Schools  Crown 8vo, 128 pages, cloth, Is.

Spelling and Reading Book, Cassell's Illustrated. 1s

Steam Engine, Galbraith and Haughton's Manual
of the  Cloth, 3s 6d,

Systematic Drawing and Shading. Tlustrated 28

Technical Educator, Cassell's With Coloured Designs

and Numerous Illustrations Extra cre  4to, 1,660 pages, complete m
Four Vols , 6s each , or Two Vols,, half calf, 315 6d

Technology, Manuals of. Edited by Professor AvRToN,
FRS,and RicHaRD WoRMELL, D Sc,M A With numerous Practical
Tllustrations specially executed The following Books are ready, and
others will be added —

WATCH AND CLOCK MAKING By STEEL ANDIRON By W H GRLEN-
D Grascow 4s 6d wood 58
CutTING TooLs WORKED BY HAND

DESIGN IN TEATILE FABRICS B
T R Awrwavrst  Wih Colourel  Ain MACHNE By Pof ROH
Plates 45 6 PRACTICAL MECHANICS By Professor

Perrv, ME 3s 6d
SPINNING WOOLLLN AND WORSTED Frutb MoToRs ﬁy Prof PERRY,M E

By W
yW S Briour McLakan ¢ 60 | g )y " "SpivninG. By Davip S
CHEMISTRY By Dr ARMSTRONG THoMSON
Othey Volumes n preparation, A Prospectus unll be sent post free on applicatron

Tides and Tidal Currents, Galbraith and Haughton's
Manual of Cloth, 3s.

Tree Panting n Water Colours By W H J Boor
With 18 Coloured Plates, and Instructions 5s

Water-Colour Painting Book. New and Enlarged Edsison
ByR P Lerrch  With 24 CoLOURED PLATES, and Full Instractions
to Learners. Cloth, §s.

Cussell ¢ Company, Limited London, Parss, New York & Melbourne













