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PREFACE,

Tax following pages give an account of a journey
made during six months’ leave in the beginning of
1887. They do mot profess to any Lterary mert
whatever, but are merely a faithful record of new
countries and new nations, as seen with the eyes

of an

ORDINARY BRITISH SUBALTERN,
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EIGHTEEN HUNDRED MILES
ON A BURMESE TAT.

CHAPTER L
MOULMEIN TO ZIMME

Author obtams leave, and decides on travelling 1 Siam—Land
Journey begins at Moulmemn—Traveling party—Moulmen
to Shwaygoon—Detention at Shwaygoon—Elephants and
ther loads—My Burmese Tat—Teak logs floated down
—Anamas armed—Plan for carrymg nfle on horseback
—=Bervice tent discarded — Thoungyeen River, boundary
Burmah and Sism—Wrong track taken—Ascend Tak
Pyoung Mountain —Elephants unsuted to hll work—
Elephant hftmng timber—Mules or pomes for hilly country
—Elephant howdah—Elephant skin not senmtive—Anamas
changes apparel—Stockade at Mamloungye—Vimt from Lord
Chaef Justico—Smoking cigarettes unmiversal—Start for Muang
Haut—Archhishop a failure.

HaviNG obtamned six months’ leave, and bemng sick
of the pomps and vamties of this civilized world of
ours, I determmed to take upon myself the cloak of
an explorer, and to penetrate info a new country. I
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hoped to combine busmess with pleasure, to bring
back many useful geographical and other facts, and
also to get some good shooting in a virgin country

Siam was the country chesen. Lying as it does
gide by side, throughout its length, with our new
kingdom of Burmah, httle known, and never thor~
oughly explored, 1t promised an interesting opening
to the explorer and sportsman Having settled on
the country, it was determined to penetrate mto 1t by
land from British Burmah, as being more expeditions
and likely to afford better sport, and not up ome
of the great nvers from the Gulf of Siam How-
ever, I may as well anticipate so far as to say that
we got no shootang worth speaking of throughout our
long journey; the reader therefore who 18 on the
look-out for a book on Sport m Siam, may knock off
without taking the trouble to read any more

Our land journey commenced at Moulmein in the
Tenasserim Division of Southern Burmah, where we
were most kindly and hospitably entertained by
Colonel and Mrs Plant We were mere waifs and
strays, utter strangers to the place and people,
cruising around 1n rather a hopeless way in search
of an hotel and dinner, when & good Samaritan in
the gemal person of Colonel Plant swooped down on
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us, in a miniature dog-cart, and carried us off to the
pleasantest and most hospitable house in Asia.
There we found Mrs. Plant and one or two friends,
and our week at Moulmen shpped away so pleas-
antly and quckly, that I found myself seriously
contemplating taking root there and sending in my
apphcation to be appomnted Adjutant of the Moul-
mein Volunteers. However, all joys must have an
end, and ours followed the genmeral run of them.
We started from Moulmein on Jan 24th, 1887, and
commenced our journey by steam launch up the
Salween Ruver,

Our party consisted of my orderly, a right, tight
little Goorka from my regiment, named Judh Bir;
& Madrassi cook boy, to whom s godfathers and
godmothers had given the regal name of Dawid at his
baptism, but which I, not finding hum up to a
Hebraic monarch’s form, changed to Ananiss, as
being a more characteristic name; my interpreter,
who might have passed for anything from a ship’s
steward to the native Archbishop of Tahite, with &
shght leaning towards the latter; and lastly myself
Anamas and I were strangers, but with the Arch-
bishop I had a sort of bowing acquaintance, having
seen hum in the days of my youth in & wood em-

[} B2
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graving on the back of & mssionary tract, amongst a
group of other native Christiang, all in tall hats and
white chokers.

Our only four-footed companion was a small, iron-
grey Burmah pony, standing just 12 hands 2 in.
high, with the girth and legs of a galloway. A jolly,
merry httle fellow, but, as will be seen hereafter,
qute childish 1 his love for inconvement flippancy.

From Moulmem to Shwaygoon, a small village
sixty-three miles up the Salween River, there is a
daily line of steam launches, run by the Salween
Ruver Steam Nawvigation Co, good roomy boats 60 ft
long by 12 ft broad, and decked throughout their
length. We tumbled our pony and baggage into
one of these, and bemng ourselves comfortably ac-
commodated 1n the bows, started on our journey. It
was kind and considerate of the skipper putting us
so far for’ard, for the stench abaft, from the cargo of
dried fish on board, was quite overpowering. I have
never been 1n the mamn sewer of London Town, but I
can make & fair guess at what it 18 hke, and should
think a cargo of Burmese dred fish could compare
very favourably with 1t

The day was brmght and exhilarating, the country
grew more and more wooded and picturesque as we
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proceeded, and our hittle boat bowled mernly along
at the rate of eight miles an hour. We stopped
three or four times to unload passengers, and to take
1n new cargoes of them, and after an eight-hour run
reached Shwaygoon Unfortunately I could not
speak the language, and the Archbishop, my Burmese
pocket dictionary, I am sure did not do me justice in
my endeavours to make myself pleasant to the jolly
Johnny Burmans and their crowds of wives.

Shwaygoon 1s a small village of 100 houses and
some 800 1mhabitants , 1t consists of two long streets
running parallel to the left bank of the mver, and
about forty yards from 1t There are five or
six native shops, but they contain nothing but
tobacco, frwt, and country vegetables. An enter-
prsing Chinaman sells Bass’s beer at twelve annas
(one shilling) a bottle, the Burmans, he told me,
drink 1t m preference even to thewr own wile
concoctions There 18 a post-office, and posts
run to Papheen and Hlamngbue twice a week,
besides a daily service to Moulmemn by steam
launch.

We were kept & day at Shwaygoon waiting for
baggage elephants, In the mormng I tred all round
for game, but saw nothing. In the afternoon the
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pohice lent me a “dug-out” and paddled me wup
stream; we shot & few imperial and green pigeons
The former are magnificent birds, wesghing as much
a8 @ plump Indian chicken , they have the beautiful
sheen on their wings common to Enghsh carmer
pigeons, and large ruby-coloured eyes Their skin
18 very thick, and 1t wants & hard-mtting gun to
bring them down. For the table they have to be
skinned as well as feathered. Green pigeons of
three kinds are common 1n these parts—the yellow-
green, the rock-green, and the ordinary green All of
these are excellent eating Fish of all sorts abound
both in the rivers of Burmah and Siam.

Towards evening the elephants armved from
Hlaingbue, and next morning, 26th January, early,
we started up the east bank of the Salween. The
whole of our baggage was not more than two
respectable mule loads, but we had the greatest to-
do to prevail upon the mahouts (elephens-men the
Archbishop calls them) to load it up It made me
positively weep to see & great brawny elephant
looking quite mjured at having to carry a load that
one of our regimental mules would have smiled sar-
castically at Having started them off, I saddled up
my little 12~2 charger and casually sanntered on to
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his back. Now hawving been & cavalry soldier for
some years, and rather fancying myself as a decent
rider, I had never viewed this small atom of horse-
flesh otherwise than in the light of & means of
conveyance when I was twred. However, he very
soon knocked all that nonsense out of me; for he
went off hke a streak of lightming, stampeded the
two elephants, who immediately devastated the
village, and shed my goods and chattels on the roofs
of houses and up huigh trees; he then galloped as
hard as he could straight at a twelve-foot pahsade.
I thought he was gomng to try and jump 1t, and said
my prayers accordingly, but he was no such fool ; he
stopped as dead as & mummy about three feet off 1,
and shot me violently into the hardest palisade ever
made by man . He then stood qute stll and
smggered at me No other pony have I ever seen
even smile, but that little rat. distinetly grinned. I
was rather wrathful and very much brwsed; but
mounted again, thinking that, having had his httle
Joke, he would go along m & decent and desorous
frame of mund. Not & bit; he went off harder than
over, this time through almost impenetrable forest,
where he very shortly left me hanging overa bough
like-a mght-shirt on & clothes’ hne, Aftep that I
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led him tall I got on to & good open bit of road,
intending to have my joke there; but he wouldn't
play at all then, and neither whip nor spur would
stir hum out of an old gentleman’s tat-up A tre-
mendous wag that pony—I say 1t without malhice—
but 1n spite of my earnest endeavours to rval him .
m that respect, he mvanably, throughout our long
partnership of 1800 mles, managed to turn the
tables on me, and make me the butt of all s Lttle
pleasantries I named him “Joe” after a facetious
donkey that used to dehght Calcutta audiences at
‘Wilson’s circus.

Our road lay through dense level forest and high
elephant grass, with a few Kareen wvillages dotted
about m 1t. 'We halted the mght at the Forester’s
hut at Kumawlay village, which hies about a mile off
the river.

In the morning I went down to 1t, 1 the hopes of
seemg a few ducks, but was disappomnted, m fact we
only saw one flight of ducks on the Salween River
throughout 1ts length—this 1 January. Opposite
Kumawlay a bamboo or rattan boom has been lad
across the river, to catch all logs floated down from
the teak forests i the upper reaches of the mver.
Each log 18 mgrked with its owner’s mark, and the
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forest officers, levying & small toll on each, pass
them under the boom and allow them to float down
to Moulmern,

As we were now getting into unsettled parts
where bands of dacoits might be found on the prowl,
I distnbuted arms to my small party, Judh Bir,
my orderly, and the Archbishop, each had a Martini-
Henry carbine, and I carmned a double-barrelled shot
gun. Anamas, the cook-boy, we securely lashed to
a revolver, this was considered a necessary precau-
tion, for he was 1 such a termfic funk of 1t that he
would otherwise have hastened to hand 1t over, as a
propitaatory offering to the first foe he happened to
meet. Our experences in Affghamstan had taught
us this ; there, owing to the howls set up by Exeter
Hall people and other old women, the dhooly-bearers

(ambulance carriers) who had previously gone un-
armed were furmshed with old condemned swords

and sword bayonets, the natural result of which
was, that when the dhooly-bearer happened to get
caught by an Affghan, not only did he hand over a
weapon to the enemy, but had the rather morbid
gratafication of being killed with 1t himself. Ananias’s
arguments m favour of not bemng armed were
exceedingly sound. He contended that if he carried
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@ revolver it might be looked on as an act of aggres-
sion on lus part by the enemy, and that he might be
mistaken for a soldier and made food for powder
accordingly, However we compromsed ; he was to
be allowed to conceal his revolver, and wear habitu-
ally lis most lamb-hke and concihatory manner, on
condition. that he fired off all mx chambers before
running away in case of attack

I have got & very good plan for carrying a mfle
on horseback, from Gordon, 15th Hussars, who was
Adjutent to Methuen's Horse at the Cape It
oconsists of a small Jeather bucket just big enough for
the butt of the rifle, which 1s fastened to two D’s
on the off-side of the saddle, the mder holding the
barrel in his might hand This 18 certainly the best
thing I have seen for mounted infantry

Having settled these preliminares, we moved on,
with the Archbishop as an advance guard All day
the road lay through low forest-covered hills, and
that night we put up m Thaidaw, a small Kareen
village The people were very kmd to us, fed us
with fowls and mce, and gave us a new bamboo hut
to sleep in Here, for the small sum of Rs 3, we
bought a very iiregular-locking dog named Chieng-
Zoung (ten fingers), the omgmn of whose name
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remains a dark mystery, on which his late master
could throw mno light. If anything, he favoured a
greyhound, but there was also a strong dash of bull-
terrier about nm He was coal black, and as hair-
less as a scalded p)g We had to carry him off in
chains, much aganst his will, and did not set him
free for several days for fear of lus deserting us, and
running back to s village With a small party
like ours 1t was imperative to have a watch-dog at
might to take the place of a sentry. I have always
found a dog a most effectual safeguard n many
countries A sentry may be caught napping, or
circumvented, but a dog never; and cerfamnly in
that respect Chang (the name his high-soundmg
title degenerated into) upheld the cammne reputation,
His vigilance was quite overwhelming, he used to
bark himself nto & fit, and me nto a foaming rage,
at the shghtest nowse. He never took the least
notice of any of us, and received any attempts at
mild blandishments with sient contempt How-
ever, ke was a good dog and true, and we felt as if
we had lost an old friend when we lost him within
three days of our journey’s end.

The next mght we encamped in a wild wooded
ravine on the banks of a small stream. At Colonel
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Plant’s recommendation, I had dwscarded my 80-1b.
service tent, and instead of 1t had purchased a hight
shelter tent without poles, made of American dmll
The 1dea was that at the end of a march we should
all be too tired to pitch an 80-lb, tent, whereas the
shelter tent could, with the aid of locally-cut bam-
boos, be rigged up 1 a few minutes. This shelter
tent when pitched covered 20 ft by 10 ft. of
ground, and served admirably as a protection from
the heavy dew for me and the whole of my party
but after a few days we found the labour of
pitching 1t at might so great that we gave 1t up,
and for the rest of our journey slept under thick
trees, which we found qute sufficient to keep the
dew off

Our journey lay over a constant succession of
densely-wooded Mills for the next day and a half,
when we reached the Thoungyeen River, the boundary
between Burmah and Siam. Here there are two
small ferry boats, and lower down stream a ford
passable for elephants nearly all the year round. On
the opposite bank there 1s a Siamese Guard Stockade,
garnisoned by 13 old scarecrows, who call themselves
goldiers. The toll usually charged is Rs 2 per
elephant and 2 annas per passenger, but they asked
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us for none. The old mummy who commanded the
garrison asked us if we had seen or heard of any
bands of dacoits; not that he had the shghtest
intention of sallymg forth and wading in their gore,
but rather with a view to making active preparations
for a strong strategic movement to his mght rear
down the nver In the afternoon we headed up the
Methawa River, a trbutary of the Thoungyeen,
meaning to take the Maingloungye road, but, owing
to defective mnformation, we got on to the wrong track
It was a day and a half before we discovered our
mustake, bemng then within a few hundred feet of the
summit of the Taitk Pyoung Mountam A passer-by
told us of our error, and at first we sat around using
indifferent language, but having fortified myself with
stewed green parrot, I took a brighter view of hfe
general, and proceeded to scale the few remamming
feet to the summut of the mountaimn, My reward was
great, for the view was magmficent and very ex-
tensive. On the one hand the position of Moulmem
was visible 100 miles SE as the crow flies, and on
the other a lofty ll, which stands sentry over
Zxmmé on the far north, and on every side a count-
less succession of wooded hulls, While on the subject
of mountans I may mention that the abomgme,
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when he wants to make a track between two towns,
chooses out the largest mountan anywhere within
reasonable distance of his beat, and then proceeds to
make hs track in & bee lne, straight over the
highest peak of that mountain. Judh Bir and I
often racked our brans and bored our fellow way-
farers to account for this, but without success. The
fact remamns however In all these wooded hills
grass for horses 15 very scarce, but we found that
“Joe” took very readily to bamboo leaves, and
throve on them, in fact he got quite aggressively
fat in spite of the hard work

'We retraced our steps to within a few miles of the
Siamese Guard Stockade, and there hit off the mght
track early on the second day. The marching
onwards was very trymng for all partaes, alternately
along the beds of bouldery streams and over steep
hlls We often had to wade 200 and 300 yards in
knee-deep water, encumbered with the hardest and
most shippery boulders ever created Poor old “ Joe”
seemed to suffer severely, having lost all lus shoes , it
was quite pamnful to see hum try to pick his way
along I only discovered after I had walked 200
miles, out of compassion for um, that he was only

pulling my leg, one of his ittle jokes at my expense
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Going down into the Me Grau Valley we had an
opportumty of noticing the wonderful way in which an
elephant gets down quite an apparently impossible-
looking inchne. He kneels down with his hind legs,
and putting lus fore legs straight out shdes down
those parts which are too steep to walk down.
However, on the whole we came to the conclusion
that an elephant 18 out of his element mn the hills
He is born and bred m the plamns, and there does
work which both in quantity and qualty is per-
fectly marvellous. Let any one who wants to see
almost human 1ntelligence in an animal go to the
timber-yards of Moulmein, and there see the elephants
at work manceuvring timber I sat like a knot on a
log for hours and watched them, and thought I had
never seen anything so wonderful What fascinated
me more than anything was to see a tusker stacking
timber, not smx-inch planks, but great and mighty
trees As long as the stack was low enough for him
to place the next log on 1t with s trunk, 1t was
only wonderful, but when the stack grew higher,
and to get the log up he had to rest one end of it on
the top of the stack, and then with hus foot just give
the bottom end a knck which sent 1t up flymg into
its place, the wonderful became the marvellous. He
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seemed to do 1t a8 easly as you or I would kick a
walking-stick on to the mantelpiece. This 1s not a
yarn, as any one who knows Burmah can vouch for.
It seems therefore a loss of power, ntellectual and
physical, to put a beast capable of such prodigies to
carry & wretched mule-load up and down hill. In
the hlls hus great intelhgence brings him through
dufficultzes which 1t 18 hardly fair to put to a beast of
his huge ungainly bulk, he works under protest, and
in a slow and laboured way. I should recommend a
traveller rather to buy packed mules or pomes in
Moulmem or Rangoon These ammals will cover
their marches one-third sooner than an elephant, and
carry very nearly as much, ammal for ammal. A
Burmese elephant howdah must have been invented
by the patron sant of elephants, 1t 18 2 ft. broad,
2 ft. deep, and 6 ft long; and mto this coffin 1t is
mmpossible to stuff more than about 360 Ibs. of
baggage All baggage for elephant carmage should
be made up 1n small parcels, for the elephants, bemng
only half tramed, will often not kneel down to be
loaded, and consequently everything has to be handed
up to the mahout, and placed in the howdah by him.
‘Whilst on the subject of elephants, I should like to
question the truth of a well-worn “Story Book ”
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story, to the effect that “an elephant has a most
sensifave skin and feels the smallest mosquito bite
acutely” I think that yarn must have come from
the mosquto when he was full of wine, and well “on
the buck” My expemence of elephants certanly
tended to show that they have skins qute as hard
and 1mpervious to injury as the cover of an ordinary
hair trunk

Anamas the cook-boy about this period began to
shed the lovely apparel wherein he was wont to win
the smiles of the Burmese ladies in Moulmein, and
donned a, duster for a head-piece, and an ancient
shirt as a body garment. Both he and my orderly
tried a seat on top of the baggage elephants for one
march ; but the mde appeared to have no charms for
them, the whole of their time beng taken up m
avoiding instant diwssolution through being swept
off from therr high perch by the thick forest boughs
through which the elephant forced his way. They
did not repeat the experiment, but preferred walking,
On the 12th day from Moulmemn we arrived at
Maingloungye, the first place of any importance
reached in Siam, The greater part of the town is
enclosed in an oval stockade some 700 paces long
and 400 paces broad. My oiderly, who is a bit of a

(v
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mulitary cmtic, expressed huge contempt for this
form of fortafication; he considered that the only
nseful service which 1t performed was to keep the
poultry of the mhabitants from straying There was
certainly some justification for this verdict, for the
stockade was 12 ft hugh, and by no possible means
could the defenders fire either over or through it.
We found the chuief away, but lus proxy was very
kind to us, and gave us the court house to hive in—
an edifice not much used, from the look of it, After
breakfast I noticed the Lord Chief Justice mtting on
his hams outside, evidently sincerely gratified that
the palace of justice was at last of service to some
one The chef's locum tenens vimted me twice—a
merry old gentleman without any clothes on worth
mentioning. He was ke a venerable child, and
crowed with dehght over my guns and toilet re-
qusites, the sponge especially exmting great ad-
miration I gave him a glass of whiskey and a
cigar, and though he pretended not to lke the
former, yot in the course of the day he brought
all his relations, to the fifth generation, to have
one too,

Men, women, and children smoke hnge cigarettes
about six inches long and one inch thick, contin-
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uously throughout the day, from dawn to dewy eve.
Tobacco is very cheap and good, the usual price
being 2 annas (threepence) for 1} lbs. Cigar and
cigarette cases being unknown, the inhabitants wear
one of these colossal cigarettes m the lobe of each
ear, and one m their mouths. I was horribly pes-
tered with people who came to stare at me

Next day we hired new elephants and set off for
Muang Haut. The path lay through wooded, hully
country as before, and 1n the evening we bivouacked
in a wooded glen on the banks of a stream, The
Archbishop (my Archbishop) had turned out a
hopeless failure as an iterpreter, so I used to make
him collect firewood, an occupation which made his
haughty Eurasian blood boil with indignation. The
way he did this job gives a good general idea of his
character and manner of doing things. Having
collected his wood at the summit of a little rise
above the camp, he would proceed to throw it down,
stick by stick, ten yards at a time, towards the
camp fire, In this way he managed to take an hour
over a job which he could have done in ten minutes
if he had carried the bundle down. So in other
things. I loved my Archbishop dearly, and paid
Mim at the rate of Rs, 300 a month to gather sticks;

o2
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but, all the same, I determined that we must part as
soon as opportunity offered.

We passed several large bullock caravans and
trams of coolies carrymg tea and poultry. These all
travelled pretty close together for mutual protection,
and had guards of eight or ten men each. They
were armed with tower-marked muskets and “ dahs.”
We also passed a Siamese mbtary guard in charge
of some bigwig, and six or seven elephants, They
wore grey and white striped shirts, yellow belts, and
dark blue skirts, thewr baggage bemng carried by
every fifth man on a banghy pole, as shown in the
picture,

The next mght we encamped on the Me Lie
River, m a pretty httle basn surrounded by hlls,
I found out, by accident, that the permicious Anamias
had given my orderly no meat for two days, and
the good httle man, thinking I was tight for food,
saxd nothing, but trudged his weary marches on dry
nce. Having first stmtten Ananias hip and thigh,
I sent off Judh Bir to st on the track to try and
buy a fowl from some passing caravan. He soon
came back 1mmensely pleased with himself, hugging
a huge and venerable cock, which it still makes my
teeth ache to think of. ¢ On this day I solved the
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dark and deep mystery of my Archhishop’s real
calhing and position in hfe. He was a volunteer in
a distinguished corps Now we all kmow, on the
very best authority, that “one volunteer 18 equal to
ten pressed men,” and consequently my mind is lost
in a hopeless whirlwind of conjecture as to the

possible state of those ten men who go to make up
my Archbishon
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CHAPTER 11

MOULMEIN TO ZIMME—coniinued

Muang Haut, on Me Pmng River—Novel way of catching small
fish—Tokhan elephant men desert—Proceed to Zimmé, coolies
for baggage—Effect of crvihization on semi-barbarous nations—
Caravan Shan ponies—Advantage of a Doctor as explorer—
Batong* cure of Chief’s wife—Zimmé—Search for Enghsh
readents—Dr. Cheek— Vst to the Prince’s eldest son—King
Theebaw—Incredulity regarding his Dethronement—A Prnce
increases his mcome—Visit to Siamese Commissioner—
Camages unprocurable, jom Yunpan caravan—Difficulties m
starting for Kiang Tung—Mysterious warnmg

Ox the 6th day from Maingloungye we reached

Muang Haut, on the Me Pmg River, one of the

great rivers of S.am* We halted here one day,

and enjoyed the rest immensely, loling about and

watching the habits and customs of a new race.

* It may be well to note that * Ban 18 the designation of
small places i these parts,se of from five to twenty houses,
answering to our “village” Large places of from thirty to
forty houses and upwards are called  Muang® or “ Town,” as
for instance “Muang Haut,”” “Muang Nan.” The largest
places have no prefix, as for mstance, © Zummé,” “ Lacong.”
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Awfully nice people we thought them, the women
80 clean, and plump, and pretty, and the men avil
and obliging 'We put up mn the public rest house,
and all the travellers who were in it very landly
turned out to make room for us, For this civihity
I was indebted to the fact that I had two elephants
with me, an elephant apparently being a sygm of
rank and moportance in Si1am  Indeed,in describing
a man of wealth, they invariably mention the number
of elephants he possesses. Later on, when travelling
with pack mules, I found that, though I was kindly
treated, yet it was more hike an equal.

The river 18 here about 150 yards broad, and is
navigable for the ordinary country boats down to
Bangkok and the sea on one hand, and up to
Zimmé on the other; a magmficent stream, draining
the kingdom of Siam from its northern borders
to the Gulf of S.am We saw at Muang Haut, to
us, & very novel way of catching small fish, It was
on the prmciple of the dynamite cartmdge with
which poachers at home make their hauls Having
enclosed a small piece of the mver, about 30 yards
long and 10 yards broad, two or three women wade
about 1n 1t, hammering small hollow bamboo piles
into the bed of it; the vibration apparently stupefies
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all the small fish, and they may be seen lying about
stunned on the surface of the water, or else wildly
Jumpmg out on to the banks Small children run
about and pick them up Next day we started
north, heading up the river valley towards Zimm§,
and everything went swimmingly till we reached
Tokhan, a village about 20 miles short of that place
Here the elephant men put our baggage down, and
walked off, leaving us stranded without any means
of transport Luckily the next day an artisan of
Dr Cheek’s happened to pass that way, and I gave
him a letter to take on to Zimmé asking for the
loan of elephants to bring us m Meanwhile we
sat tight, and waited Iife i a Siamese willage,
more especially if 1t is out of the beat of former
travellers, 13 quite unbearable to a European, by
reason of the immense crowd which mobs him might
and day. We always therefore tned to halt away
from villages, as long as supplies and water were
procurable The might before we reached Tokhan
we came on a sohitary wayside hut, and found the
inhabitants most kind and hospitable. Madame
my hostess, a comely buxom damsel, assisted at my
toulet, down to the smallest and most embarrassing
details ; and set covetous eyes first on all my cleaning
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apparati in detail, and finally on myself However,
I said that I could not give her myself, as I had a
wife at home (horrd fib!), and presented her with
a cake of Pears’ Soap as a peace-offering She
brought me a royal fowl mn return In Tokhan,
or any other big willage, life was a burden to me-*
the people mobbed me from dawn till late at mght;
and my meals were as good as a play to the majority
of them They would come and take pews all round
me, about ten deep, and watch mn solemn silence every
mouthful I took Very well meaning they were, and
good natured, but a maddemng nwsance Though
my temper 1s of & sweetness almost bordering on the
idiotic, yet I would have given much for a few
frenzied moments, with a big stick in my hand,
in the mudst of the throng that surrounded me The
chief was much encumbered with wives, but, as will
be seen from the accompanying sketch, he had a
very efficient first-heutenant to keep them in order.
I was hving m a small house at the corner of his
compound, and httle knots of his wives used to
come across to gossip, but the eagle eye of the first-
heutenant used very soon to spot them, and a shrill
commanding voice sent them flying back to their
work at the loom or the v)vheat-mﬂl.
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After waiting two or three days at Tokhan, and
getting no answer or elephants from Zimmé, we
determined to push on, the willagers promusing to
carry our things as far as the next willage. It
will be remembered that it made me weep to see
what was considered an elephant load i these
countries ; 1magine then my emotion at seemng what
a man’s load was They fell on my modest packs
and distmbuted their contents amongst about half
of the adults of the willage Apparently a par of
boots and a silk pocket handkerchief, securely lashed
to a stout bamboo banghy: pole, 18 the average load
for a man of Siam I was full of wrath at the tame,
thinking that this was an artful device for putting
four annas mto the pockets of as large a crowd as
possible, but when at the end of the stage I found
that they had all come out of good fellowship, and
not from hope of gain, and that they were all quetly
walking off to thewr homes without asking for or
expecting anything, my conscience smote me for my
ingratitude, and a man was sent runmng after them
with money to buy enough tobacco to make them all
sick for a week.

These little incadents, as characteristic of a semi-
barbarous nation, make one think of the effect of
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a highly-civilized government on the Oriental char-
acter with somewhat mixed feelings. Catch the
gentle Hindu, who basks under the Bmtish Raj’s
brightest sun, doing anything for nothing! Not he;
we get work out of lum in three ways—firstly, by
paymng for 1t, secondly, by holding out hopes of
gamn 1 other ways—appomntments, promotions, and
such hike, and thirdly, and mostly, by fear Noth-
ing do we get for love, and deuced lttle for a
halfpenny

Our way for the twenty odd miles mnto Zimmé lay
through a level, nchly-cultivated plain, watered by
the Me Ping River, and thickly sprinkled with the
pretty picturesque willages of the country We
passed a caravan of about eighty Shan ponies (gener-
ally known as Burmah pomes), hardy, thick-set
Iittle fellows, without any mouth to speak of, and
not having a saddle pace m thewr compositions,
Thewr draught power 1s, however, enormous, one
sees them i Rangoon worrying along a great car-
riage at a most surprising pace It 15 a pity some-
thing cannot be done to improve the breed for
military purposes. They have tremendous strength,
endurance, and staying power, and thrive on the
scantiest fodder ; all they zva.nt 18 size, and a longer
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rein, On this subject more anon, when we reach
the Shan breeding-grounds

The Siamese are certamnly not an equestrian
nation, so far, we had only seen one wretched little
rat of a pony, resident 1 the country, and he picked
up & precarious hiving in the ditches and drams,
alongside the pariah dogs All the great people ride
on elephants, and the rest use their own legs

It often occurred to us what great advantages a
doctor would have over ordinary explorers m pene-
trating into wild and dangerous countmes A
practising doctor mught go with impumty into
places which others could only enter with the
gravest risk. An instance of abiding faith, of several
horse-power, came under our notice i Batong, a
village passed during the day. On our armval we
found the chief’s wife down with a bad go of fever,
and the chief, after receiving us, returned to a corner
of the hut, and continued wnting a long letter on
strips of bamboo (in this country used instead of
paper). After a bit I asked hum what he was domng
“Wnting a letter to the deity, asking for my wife to
be cured.” Madam, from the mattress, hearmg my
question, asked me to add a small postscript, backing
up the chief’s request. To humour the lady, I wrote
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my name and the date in Enghsh at the end of the
letter, and then asked the patient how she felt.
“Very much better!”—in fact, she immediately
sat up, and sent for the betel box and tobacco tray.
All sorts of people used to come to us to be cured of
all kands of impossible diseases and malformations.
One father was greatly annoyed because we could
not clap a pair of hands on to a child born without
any. The chief of Batong told me, with becoming
pride, that lns fammly was thirty strong, all in and
about the house. Amongst them were two very
comely girls, and a very pretty child, whom I have
managed to make conspicuously ugly in my sketch.

A short march of eight and three-quarter miles
brought us into Chiengmar (1n Burmese, Zimmé).
The road lay through endless paddy fields, with small
groves and bamboo clumps sprinkled about.

Zimmé 18 composed of two stockades; they con-
tamn about 8000 mmhabitants ; a long street of shops
runs through them, the houses as you proceed
getting thicker and closer, and the trees fewer.
The shops are low shanties open to the streets, and
contain chiefly prints and cheap cotton goods.

The market 18 held every moming, when the
country people come in laige numbers and establish
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themselves on the ground along each sde of the
main street

These people sell all the daily necessaries of the
Laos betel, tobacco, eggs, dried fish, and hime pills
—not a very wholesome diet, one would think, but
the people chew betel to such an extent that I
1magine they have little appette left for food.

There is a wooden bridge about 300 feet long
spanmng the River Me Ping.

I rode into Zimmé alone, ahead of our party,
knowing that a Bmtish Vice-Consul and several
Amenrcan missionaries were stationed there, and
thinking that I should have no difficulty n finding
them. After spending a couple of hours searching
for them, I thoroughly lost myself, and, dismounting,
stood in the market-place, surrounded by a gaping
crowd of the inhabitants, and waited for some kind
soul to take compassion on me, and show me the
road. This a small boy did towards evening. I
first visited Dr. McGilvery, an American doctor
missionary, and one of the oldest resident foreigners
in Siam. He gave me much useful information
about the country and its people, and then passed
me on to Dr. Cheek, a first-class fellow, to whom I
owe many things besides thanks, as will be seen
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hereafter. I took the hberty of putting up at the
Vice-Consulate, though its owner, Mr. Archer, was
away on tour. My baggage, with the Archbishop,
and my faithful orderly, arrived just before dark,
and we spent a very comfortable mght between four
walls, for the first time smce our journey began.
Next morming I shot the sun, and fooled around
with “mendian altitudes” and such-like scientific
terms ; and then went with Dr Cheek to wimt the
Prince’s eldest son, the Prince himself being away
at Bangkok, handing over us only daughter to be
one of the king’s eight hundred wives Eight hundred
wives! doesn’t 1t sound appalling? Personally, I
have always found one quite sufficient, that 15 why
I travel so much! I find I get on with Angelina
much better by letter than any other way* I
found it qute true, when I visited Bangkok some
months later, the king really had eight hundred and
one wives; but when he goes away on three days’
leave he only takes about two hundred of them with
him This is a sohd-graven-image fact, for I saw
one of his country houses a few miles from Bangkok,
and 1t only had accommodation for two hundred wives !

* Note to Publsher~If my wife orders a copy of this book
please expunge the preceding few Lines,
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Poor fellow, how desolate he must feel, and cold at
night, when such a large portion of Ius better half 18
far, far away! However, we are straymg from our
subject, viz. the Prince’s son He recaived us very
affably, and I had a long conversation with him
through Dr Cheek Amongst other things he asked
whether the Enghsh really had taken Mandalay—
this a year and a half after its actual occupation
by the Bnitish Dr Cheek told me afterwards that
for many months the Laos and Siamese scoffed at
the news that the great and powerful monarch, King
Theebaw, had fallen into the hands of the Brmtish,
and even after the constant repetation of the news by
travellers passing through they reluctantly accepted
the fact, but only on the grounds that the Enghsh
must have used magic to compass their nefarious
ends The Prince’s son next asked what we had
done with King Theebaw, and seemed greatly sur-
prised that he had not been gently eased off into
Paradise with thumbscrews, boiling oil, and other
lingering comforts. And when I added that he and
all his surviving wives were comfortably settled in
Madras, with an ample income, he began to think
that to be conquered by the Bmtish was rather a
desirable culmination to one’s career than otherwise.
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I am sure that most princes 1n Siam would be only
too dehighted to get the same income as they do now
as prisoners of war, and thereby be saved the trouble
of screwing their salaries out of the pockets of their
subjects.

One of the numerous ways in which the screw
is applied came under our notice at Zimmé During
the floods 1n the previous year a large portion of
the wooden bridge which spans the Me Pmg River
at this point was washed away, and one of the
Princes was entrusted with the task of having 1t
repawred Our Royal Highness, instead of seeing
anything derogatory to lus birth and calling 1n domng
this job, at once perceived an opemmng for making
a httle pocket-money, and accepted the duty with
alacnity. Don’t please suppose that his Royal High-
ness meant to cheat 1n a vulgar way over contracts
and such hke, that he left to lower mortals No,
he was a cut above that; his mode of making money
was as follows Having first bmlt a comfortable
Iittle bamboo hut for himself near the scene of his
future labours, he sent off s myrmudons to all the

surrounding villages to collect labourers, every wil-

lage bemng obliged to supply free labour for any
government works in hand. Having collected a

D
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goodly number, our Prince sat tight and did nothing
for two or three months He then suddenly ordered
a muster parade, and of course found that the
majonty of the labourers, thinking their services
were not immediately required, had gone to their
own homes This was all his Royal Fighness had
been waiting for, and he immediately sent round and
fined all the absentees heavily, thereby making a
good lump sum for s own private expenditure.
Mending bridges 18 ewvidently, from this example,
a very paymng busmess m Siam. When I passed
through Zimmé, the above-mentioned 1llustrious
person had managed to make a very handsome
income out of the job, for the space of ten months,
without even commencing the work of repair

Our next vis1t was to the Siamese Commussioner,
an official holding much the position of a Brtish
Resident at the Court of an independent Prince
m India. He was quite superior to the Prince 1p
civihzation, he had tables, and chairs, and Havana
cigars, and a visiting card printed in Enghsh, Colonel
Something - very - long - and - unpronounceable We
were received with great kindness and courtesy, but
not even Dr Cheek’s assurances would persuade him
that I was not up to some devilment, such as
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annexing the country or' introducing celibacy One
of his followers had been to Calcutta, and spoke
with great admiration of the English and their city,
at the same time adding, that if I wanted to see
something considerable shakes better, I should go to
Bangkok The Commissioner very kindly gave me
notes to the head men of willages, ordering them to
supply me with food on payment: these I found
most useful on one or two occasions

Finding 1t hopeless to engage baggage elephants, or
to buy switable mules or ponies, we managed, through
Dr Cheek’s kind endeavours, to attach ourselves
to a caravan of Yunnan merchants on their way to
Kiang Tung, the capital of the Trans-Salween Shan
State of the same name We were to start early next
mormng, and I set about getting my things ready
I had intended all along dismissing my Archbishop,
who was thoroughly inefficient as an interpreter,
and taking on any one I could pick up at Zimmé,
Hawving prepared a parting speech of much severity,
I sent for the Archbishop, with the kindly intention
of pounding him with 1t, in the hopes of his giving
up preymng on the public in the hight of an inter-
preter. However, he appeared so speechlessly drunk
that he could not understa.nii what I sad, I paid

D2
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him Iis wages therefore, and let lum go—Rs 200
(nearly £20) for three weeks’ work !

Everything and everybody except Dr Cheek
seemed dead against our getting on further north
The Archbishop and a drunken boon companion of
his, whose name I have forgotten, I am sorry to say,
set to work to fmghten my small retinve My cook-
boy came to me, pea green with funk and weepng
bitterly, to say that he was told he was gomng to a
place where the tenderest parts of his person would
be immedately made into curry and rice ; but that
he was quite willing (tlus very ruefully) to die with
master And even my little Goorka orderly came
with rather desponding stories about the dangers of
the undertaking, and seemed quite to have made up
his mind that he would never see lis home again
The interpreter I had engaged, vice the Archbishop,
was fmghtened by that worthy’s boon compamon into
deserting me at the last moment, and I could get no
other Towards eveming & native brought me a
mysterious note seribbled in pencil, to the effect that
my hfe was in danger, and that if I would follow
the bearer, the writer would forewarn me of the
deadly plot, so that I might be “on garde” (as the
gentleman expressed it). Tying myself to a revolver,
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I thought I mght as well see if anything was up, and
followed the servant He led me to a general store
shop, kept by an English man of sorts, who, after
apologuzing to me for not coming to me instead of
sending for me, proceeded to unfold a blood-curdling
tale of rapme and murder, m which 1t was intended
I should play the most uncomfortable part. A party
of Shans from Mokmay were dogging our steps, and
were waiting only for & chance of pouncing upon us,
that one of them had been making inquiries in the
town concermng our firearms, what money or
merchandise we carmed, and so on All these wornes
and anxieties, coming one on top of another, rather
badgered one, 1t seemed as if the fates were dead
agamst us But the crowning misfortune came 1n the
morning, when I found that the whole of my saddlery,
down to the watering bridle, had been stolen in the
night Ths was very nearly the last straw, but after
swearing to myself a hit m a corner, I felt better,
and was just starting off on a blanket, with a rope
bit, when my local guardien angel, in the shape of
Dr. Cheek, turned up, and on hearing of my loss
immediately insisted on presenting me with a whole
brand new set of American saddlery One can hardly
reahise the magmficence of this gift, tall one gets a
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few thousand mles away from where saddles are
made Then Mrs Cheek, after giving me a regular
square meal, loaded me up with vegetables, fruit, and
two most welcome bottles of curry powder, and with
the hearty good wishes of both, I trotted off to meet
my caravan, thirteen 1mles out. With me Dr Cheek
sent & native of Zimmé, to whom he explamned who
we were and where we were going, and instructed
him to help us mn getting food at the willages we
passed.
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CHAPTER 11
ZIMME TO KIANG TUNG.

Leave Zimme with Yunnan traders—Starting the caravan—
Superstition—The pony’s pranks—Kiang Ha1 on Me Khok
River—Shans’ physique and dress—Muang Loung—Approach
Kiang Tung—Possible fatal ending of journey.

Ox February 20th we left Zimmé with a party
of Yunnan traders en roufe to Kiang Tung. I
changed a 1000 Rs note into gold leaf, the only
feasible means of carrying money.

Fmding elephants a very broken reed to lean
upon, I trned to buy mules from these traders, but as
we could not come to terms I represented myself in
need of carnage for about 300 Ibs of merchandise for
Kiang Tung They agreed to carry it at 2 Rs, per
diem, which smted me excellently,

Before dawn shrill ealls are heard, and the ponies
and mules, which have been out grazing all night,
come trotting ;n  Sometimes one or two are mssing,
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thexr owners show wonderful skill in tracking them
out The loads are all made up on the ground on a
sort of trestle, and the pack 1s hifted bodily on to the
saddle, which 1t fits exactly. The whole lot, fifty or
more, are loaded m about five mmnutes. The leader
of the caravan moves off on hus pony, all the others
follow 1 a string as they are loaded The first day,
much to my surprse, they got the whole caravan off
before I had saddled my pony. Two or three of the
mules are covered with bells, they move at a good
three mles over any country and carry as much as
200 Ibs a prece

The mules are small as a rule, the ponies are the
regular Shan pony, known as the Burmah pony.

Starting at dawn they march about three hours
and stop at the best grazng ground about that
time As each pony armves, his pack is off in a
second, his gear in two more, and then he gets a kuck
on the mbs and goes off to graze. After a halt of
about two to three hours a gong 18 sounded to recall
stragglers; the ponies and mules bemng called in as
before, the caravan 18 off again in five minutes. At
the halts the packs are neatly laid in rows and the
men sleep at the ends enfilading them. One or two
mghts m dangerous places they threw out pickets up
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and down the road. On the road all the mules and
pomes are muzzled to prevent delay from ther
grazing ; they run along loose without any leading
TOpe.

The Yunnans are fine healthy fellows, all walking
except the bosses, five of them were armed with guns,
I found that they stood in mortal dread of having
their pictures taken: this was a happy discovery, for
whenever they bother me I whip out my note-book
and begin sketching one of them The effect 1s
instantaneous

They are very superstitious, and we nearly had a
serious misunderstanding because my boy grilled a
fowl. Ths in their eyes 18 desperately wicked, and
bound to mcur the displeasure of the spirits Con-
sequently, after nearly frightening the boy to death,
they set to work and fired off therr guns, ht large
fires, and took other precautions to keep off the evil
one Luckily nothing happened that mght, for if &
mule had strayed or anything gone wrong, 1t
would have been put down to me and my fowl. I
ate nothing but stews after this, and they were
satisfied.

That pony of mme is quie the wickedest pony
m Asia  He is only 12-2, but within that small
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compass 18 contamed all the mischievousness of fifty
children.

‘With much toil my boy gets me a basin of water
to wash with, while I turn round to take off my
coat, darned if that pony does not cruise round in a
casual way and drink it, not because he is thirsty,
for he has just had s bellyful of water

I had a venerable solar topee, which I was keeping
together with great trouble, when that pony, knowing
1t, deliberately eats the crown out.

Is my dinner cooking on the fire? Off he goes and
taps 1t over

Am I dead tired and fast asleep? He stacks s
nose mto me

Do I want to give hum his gram? He goes and
stands on the far side of a quagmire, though he is
dymg to get at 1t

Have I just been on the pomt of getting an angle
with the prismatic 2 Up he comes, jogging my elbow.
Have I tied lum up with everything I possess? He
eludes 1t somehow, ships Ins head-stall or breaks it so
I have to let hum loose.

‘When I am 1n a hurry to start, he ludes behind a
tree , when I want to go slow, he runs away ; when I
want to go fast, he pretends to be lame, Do I put
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my watch or other treasures on the table? He waits
till I look the other way, and then tips it over.

Seven days’ march brought us to Kiang Hai, a
fortafied place on the Me Khok River. The place
is m an extensive plam, with distant lulls visible
north and west The houses are very thmly
scattered amongst trees, and the population must be
small for the size of the place.

The nver 1s fordable for mules, though much
larger than the Me Ping at Zimmé

There are no shops at Kiang Hai, only a daily
market held at the cross roads 1 the middle of the
town, all the women squatting on mats along the
side of the road, each with their hittle pile of goods.

Only fish, betel, tobacco, and the like are sold . no
butchers here as at Zimmé (where there were many
selhng beef and pork) This 18 a dead-and-alive
place, which might be of importance if 1t bestirred
1tself, situated as 1t 18 on a fine waterway, and also
on the manland routes from Burmah or China, sur-
rounded by well-watered land,

The Me Khok River 18 the boundary between
Burmah and Siam, but the Siamese have quetly
encroached, and are ready to claim the country as far

north as Me Tsa), making the boundary Kiangteen,
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The Me Khok 18 navigable for boats to the Me

Kong River at Kiangtsen. This appears to be the
man frade route between Moulmemm and Luang
Probang

In the hlls between Zimmé and Kiang Hai the
mghts were very cold and the days hot. The dewat
might is very heavy. There are very few mosquitoes
or sand flies at this season of the year.

The Shans are a hardier and more manly race than
the Laos, though in physique they are not in any
way superior. Compared with the hll-men on
the N'W. frontier of India, they are nowhere, exther
in physique or martial bearmng, Very few carry
arms, and fewer stil firearms The men wear their
hair long and tied in & knot on the mde of the head,
round the knot winding a small puggri during the
day. Over this they wear a very broad-brimmed
straw or bamboo hat, affording much shade and some
protection from the sun, The women wear a turban,
generally red, a short jacket, and the ordinary dhoty,
but of brighter colour than the Laos. They are not
8o clean-looking, though they bathe constantly, and
their houses are dirty.

I left Kiang Hai 27th Feb, passed Hai Tuk on the
4th March  On the 5th we followed the course of
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the Me Hai Ruver, and after crossing the Noai Chang
Mountains, from which we got no view on account
of the mist, we reached the willage of Muang Pak on
the 6th March

Nineteen miles brought us to Muang Loung, a few
miles from Kiang Tung. Iapproached this place with
rather mixed feelings. 'Would it be a short shrift and
a bowstring, or a dress of honour and a welcome ?
However, it will be all the same a hundred years
hence From the country people I have seen I
should not think there was any animosity against
the English, and two parties of Shan carrers, who
accompanied us all along, had been most friendly
‘We had come so fast that it would be difficult for
any news of me to have gone before Four miles
over gently undulating bare downs brought us into

Kiang Tung.
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CHAPTER IV.
THE TRANS-SALWEEN SHAN STATE OF KIANG TUNG

TheTrans-Salween Shan State of Kiang Tung—Murder of Prmnce’s
aster by King Theebaw, and dimnution of Burmese 1nfluence
~—Encroachments of Chmese and Sismese—Boundares, and
mdifference of people to them—People of Kiang Tung
repudiate encroachments, but do not remst—French and
Enghsh possessions contiguous — Discuss pohicy — Govern-
ment of the Province—Preponderance of women—Descriphion
of women—Dress of men—FEasy way to procure & wife—
Martial qualities of Shaus—Make acquamtance with a
Burman—Call on Prince’s uncle—Visit to Prince—Servant
of Margary—Judh Bir's good qualities—Yunnan pack-saddle—
Manner of loading mules and pomes—Yumnan system of
marching—Bullock caravans—Elephants a8 pack-animals—
Shans fear Chmese, not on frendly terms with Laos—
Tgnorance of European politics—Kiang Tungon friendly terms
with Shan State of Moné—Trade—Shans trade m ponies—No
local comage—Game—Kareen hunters

Kuxe ToNe is a large semi-independent Shan
State which lies to the east of the Salween river.

It is, or rather was, nommally tmbutary to the
King of Burmah; and tribute, in the shape of ivory,
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gold, and ponies, was yearly sent, until the massacre
of the Kiang Tung Prince’s sister a few years ago
(1879 most probably) by King Theebaw In retaha-
tion for this outrage the whole of the Burmese
Embassy then resident at Kiang Tung, the capital,
were murdered, and diplomatic relations with the
Court of Mandalay were broken off

Although at the time King Theebaw vowed ven-
geance, and threatened an invasion, with the double
intent of pumshing the Kiang Tung Shans for their
treachery, and of re-nstating a Burmese Embassy,
and Burmese influence in that State, yet s threats
were never executed, and as far as Burmah was
concerned Kiang Tung became practically an 1n-
dependent State

Years of apathy or timdity have considerably
reduced the size of the Province, the Siamese from
the south and the Chmese from the north have
both encroached to a considerable extent, and have
taken possession undisturbed, and almost without
protest, of large and valuable tracts of country

The Chinese encroachment, from what imnformation
I could collect, aggregated more than 1000 square
mles of country But perhaps this statement should
be recarved with caution, for my informants bemg



48 On a Buymese Tuat.

Yunnan merchants, and therefore naturally having a
Chinese bias, would be inclined to magmfy the
Chinese acqusitions to the detriment of the Shans,
whom they cordially hate.

From the Shans themselves I could extract no
information with regard to their northern boundaries,
with the exception of the one remark made by the
Prince’s uncle and first councillor, to the effect that
the Shans had never ceded any termtory whatever to
any nation, and that they claimed the ancient bound-
aries of therr State What these ancient boundaries
were he was unwilling, or possibly unable, to state.

The old boundary ran from a pomnt on the Me Kong
Ruver, a hittle north of Maing Maing, in lat 23° 30,
to Moung Ting, thence making & considerable bend
north; it curved again south to Mine Mow and
Nankan, and thence ran north-north-west, passing
about 30 miles east of Bhamo and Talaw.

At present the boundary appears to be starting
from & pointon the Me Kong Ruver, inlat 22° 30', and
meking a shght curve south it runs north to within
10 miles of Kiang Ma: thence runs south-west for
60 miles, then turns north-west to Nankan and
Mine Mow, and thence runs nearly due north

The people of Kiang Tung were most apathetic
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and unconcerned about their borders, and what 1n-
formation I gained was from Yunnan traders. When
I ponted out to the Prince’s uncle that they were
losing ground all round, that the Chinese were
encroaching from the north and the Siamese from
the south, he merely yawned, and sad, “ Are they 2”
as 1f the loss of termtory was quite a minor detail.
However, 1n further conversation he declared, as above
stated, that no land, either north or south, had been
ceded to any one, and that Kiang Tung still claimed
sovereignty up to the limts of the old boundaries It
will therefore hie between Her Majesty’s Government,
the Emperor of China, and the King of Siam to settle
these boundaries, From a British pomnt of view, the
sooner this settlement 18 made the better, for every
year will see Bntish territory beyond the Salween
dimimishing  Up to the present time encroachments
have been made with 1mpumity, and success begetting
boldness, a few years of delay may make the work of
a Boundary Commussion both difficult and dangerous

From the south the King of Siam, 1n the persons
of the Laos of Chuengmai (Zimmé), has pushed his
frontier quietly and peaceably to the Me Tsar River,
45 miles north of the old boundary

The old boundary on this side, according to the

E
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same authonty, wes formerly—starting from Dah-
thoteen on the Salween River and runming faurly
straight north-east for 70 mles to the yunction of the
Me Phang and Me Khok Rivers, thence making a
sweep southwards, it follows the general direction of
the Me Khok Ruver, tall1t joins the Me Khong Ruver,
south of Kiangtsen

The new boundary claimed by Siam, and 1n actual
occupation by the Laos of the tributary State of
Chiengmai (Zimmé), mstead of following the lme of
the Me Khok River, makes a semi-circular sweep
northwards, and taking the general lme of the Me
Tsa1 Raver, runs to the junction of the Me Phang and
Me Khok Rivers This encroachment not only
mcludes the important town of Kiangtsen, but a
well-watered and rich plam about 60 miles long and
45 mles broad.

The Kiang Tung people entirely repudiate this
encroachment, but appear to have taken no steps to
resist 1t This 18 not so much from fear—for the
Shans are, I should think, a more martial race than
the Laos—but rather from sheer apathy.

The only defimte and undisputed boundary 1s to
the west, where the Salween River forms a clear
diniding line between Kiang Tung and Burmah.
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It is scarcely reahized by most Englishmen that
our newly acquired kingdom of Burmah does, through
its submdiary State of Kiang Tung, actually touch
Tonquin, and through Tonquin the French In other
words, the English and French possessions mn the
Indo-Chimese penmsula are now contiguous

At present, however, they are only contiguous on
the map, and many hundred mles of unsettled and
mountamous country separate the possessions of
England and France

The actual boundary hine between Tonqun and
Kiang Tung 1s a matter of conjecture If we mntend
to mamtamm our inherited suzeramty over Kiang
Tung, 1t would be both wise and politic, mn con-
Junction with the French, to defimtely settle her
boundaries m this direction at as early a date as
possible

If, on the contrary, 1t 1s the 1ntention of the British
Government to sanction the continuance of the
practical state of independence 1 which this province
has existed during the last eight years—and I cannot
help thinking that this would be the most far-sighted
policy—it would be well to declare so at once.

The arguments 1 favour of this latter step are
many and cogent. ,

E3
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The arguments n favour of the retention of this
province are few and unimportant.

Our new kingdom of Burmah proper, bound as it
18 on the east by the Salween River flowing through
high and almost impassable mountains, 15 on that
face a compact and defensible kingdom, offermg
serious natural obstacles to mvasion, and having a
clear and definite boundary between our possessions
and those of our neighbours on that hand

Add the state of Kiang Tung, and an element of
weakness 18 at once mtroduced to the safety of our
Burmese possessions—to wit, a long, straggling, 1ll-
defined tongue of country, which runs between two
foreign nations and ends on the borders of a third,
a province open to 1nvasion to all three of them—to
Chma from the north, to Siam from the south,
and to the French from the east—and separated
from us, the actual possessors, by lofty and im-
passable ranges of mountans, and approachable
only to an Enghsh army by passing through Siam
or China

The Kiang Tung province m the hands of the
Bnitish can never be anything but a source of weak-
ness to the mtegnty of the Burmese kingdom It
will, hike the Inshman’s coat-tails, be dragging along
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the ground, a constant challenge to outsiders to tread
upon 1t.

The soundest policy would appear to be to hand
over the province to the Clunese, not as a possession
but as a tnibutary State, making certain stipulations
for trade and defence agamst aggression favourable
to Bntish interests.

The government, of the province of Kiang Tung 1s
carried on by a hereditary Prince, assisted by four
councillors or magstrates

The present Pumnce 15 only a child of twelve years
old, who succeeded Ims father at the begnning of
the year (1887) When I was in Kiang Tung
m March, he had not yet been crowned, that
ceremony bemg postponed tall after the cremation of
s father, which does not take place till six months
after s death

Of course the child 1s a mere puppet 1n the hands
of the four councillors, though they prostrate them-
selves before him in public, and never approach him
except m that grovelling position pecuhar to Indo-
Chunese nations

He 18 a thin, pale, and rather 1diotac-looking youth,
with a face that may turn mto a very cruel one
His father was an implacable enemy to all foreigners,
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and would not allow them to enter his domains
The American missionaries had made several at-

tempts to obtamn permussion to visit Kiang Tung,
but without success The chief councillor informed
me confidentially that I should not have hived a day
if I had been unlucky enough to armve two months
earlier, during the ifetime of the old Prince

The whole legislative and magisterial government
is carred on by the four councillors, all of whom
must be blood relations of the Prince The chief
councillor, who 18 Lord Chief Justice, 18 the most
influential man 1n the province, he 18 a brother of
the old Prince and uncle of the present ruler One
of the four councillors would command the army in
case of war, but would probably direct therr move-
ments from s own house 1n Kiang Tung

The penalty for murder and theft 18 death by behead-
ing. Adultery and such ke peccadilloes are not con-
fidered serious legal offences, but the mjured man 1s
at perfect hiberty to pursue and kill both of the
offending parties Jealousy does not seem to be a
ruling feature of the Shan character, and a money
compensation 18 generally sufficient to soothe the
feelings of the outraged husband A rich man can .
always buy humself off from any pumshment, even



The T; rans-Salweqn Shan State. 535

after committing murder or theft, care being taken
not to msult the Lord Chuef Justice by offering hun
too small a bribe.

The great preponderance of women at once strikes
a traveller on entering Kiang Tung I believe they
do, as a fact, number a good many more than the
men, but one’s ideas of the excess of females 1s
perhaps exaggerated on account of the whole of the
marketing bemng done by them, bringing them more
en éndence than their men

The Shan, hike the Pathan, has a bad reputation
for treachery, and the Chief Justice informed me,
with becoming pnde, that they had never allowed
an Enghshman to leave the country ahve This was
untrue, because I believe Captain McLeod passed
through this place fifty years ago The Chief Justice
stoutly demed this

In physique the Shan is a shght, wiry man, seldom
more than five feet eight inches hgh, a splendid
walker, mountaneer, and forester Even when
carrying heavy loads, bhangy-wise, a party of Shans
kept up with our mules, the whole way from Zimmé
to Kiang Tung, at an average rate of over twenty
mles a day, over all sorts of country. In face he1s
small and wizen as a rule, with no moustache to
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speak of, and no hair on other parts of his person.
The Prince asked me how old I was, I samd 27,
whereupon they all laughed, and candidly informed
me that I was lying There 18 a stran of Chinese
blood in their veins, perhaps more noticeable in
the faces of the women than the men The men
seem surly and distant in their manners, and I made
friends with no one except & young merchant who
jomned us on the road. He, on the contrary, was
rather too affectionate, and was constantly embracing
me, at the same time combining business with plea-
sure by carefully feelng all over me to find out
where I kept my money I was warned on this
pomnt beforehand, that if 1t got known I had money,
our hives were not worth a moment’s purchase, con-
sequently I hved night and day for three weeks with
nearly two hundred pounds in gold-leaf and silver
on my person We pretended to be very poor,
carrymg out the farce so far as to bring the man
from whom we bought three ponies in Kiang Tung
right down to the Siamese termtory before we paid
him, on the plea that all our money was at Kiang
Hai, the border town. Moungkin, a Burman 1n
Kiang Tung, gave the inhabitants a very bad name
He had been there two years, and said that the laws
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were not ngorously enforced, and the loss of life was
lightly regarded. As mentioned above, the whole
Burmese Embassy were murdered in cold blood a
few years previously

The women are very farr, and many of them
pretty , but, as i other Eastern countries, they age
very quickly They nearly all have the Tartar cast
of features Ther morals are as good as those of
the Western nations—perhaps better, 1if anytlung
In figure they aie medum-sized and plump, but
they do not expose their persons as much as the
Laos do in the street Their gaat is not elegant, hike
that of Indian women, but a regular waddle, caused
by carrying water and other heavy loads on a banghy
pole. Their costume conmsts of a small white hinen
jacket and a lungi, or sarong, used as a petticoat,
and reaching below the knees Their hair 18 long,
and drawn 1mto a knot on top of the head, and kept
in place by a puggri of sk or cotton. On top of
this, when out of doors, they wear an enormous hat,
neatly made of reeds and bamboos. Only the higher
classes wear small sandals, which protect the toes
and half of the foot, the majonty of women go bare-
footed

The men wear a lnen jacket, generally white, and



58 On a Burmese Tat.

very loose dark-blue trousers, reaching to near the
ankles, Therr hair, hke the women’s, 18 long and
gathered in a knot over one ear, being tied there
by a sk handkerchief. Out of doors they wear
huge straw hats beautafully made, and affording
excellent shade and protection from the sun. The
whole turn-out is & very serviceable and comfortable
dress, with the drawback that there are no pockets.
Very few men wear sandals or shoes

A ready-made wife can be bought for Rs 50.
This 18 an excellent investment, for us wife, if pro-
perly managed, will repay her husband double that
amount 1n & year by the work of her hands Indeed,
the Lord Chuef Justice’s head concubine, an old lady,
can m five days weave a silk lung: valued locally at
Rs 18 The marnage-ceremony appears to be very
sumple, after the prelmmnares have been settled
and the guests for the marmage-feast assembled, the
bride throws a cake of rice at the bridegroom, where-
upon they become one.

The Shans of Kiang Tung, unlike the Laos, bury
therr dead as a rule, and only cremate very exalted
personages  Perhaps this may be accounted for by
the comparative scarcity of fuel, for the rehgion of
the Shans and Laos 1s the same, viz. Buddhist
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As regards the martial qualhties of the Shans, those
who were fighting against them 1n Upper Burmah wall
be more quahfied to judge than I am. They appeared
to me vastly superor to the Laos and Siamese in
that respect, and bemng accustomed to bear arms
from boyhood, should be more proficient in their
use than the soft agricultural races who nhabit the
well-watered valleys of Siam. The two races, te
the Shans and Siamese, of which Laos 1s a trnbutary
province, bear much the same relation to each other
that the Pathans from the border lulls on our North-
West frontier bear to the Hindus of the plamns of
Bengal Here, as 1n other parts of the world, the
mountaineer 18 superior to the man of the plans
martial qualities As an instance, perhaps the fol-
lowing incident throws some hight on the character
of the Shan I had dismounted at a small hamlet
outside Kiang Tung to make a sketch of a hut, and,
finding my pony troublesome, held out the rems to
a Shan amongst a group of people standing by, and
asked him to hold my pony a minute Instead of
immediately complying, a8 & Laos would have done,
he drew s kmfe on me, and poured forth a volley
of abuse, which I was not sufficiently a master of
the language to understand Bemng entirely alone,



60 On a Rurmese Tat.

I thought 1t wisest to laugh the matter off, and,
producing my revolver qute queckly, jocularly
pomnted out to him that I was six to one too good
for um, whereupon he put up his kmfe and jomed
in the general laugh at his own expense. We parted
good friends

As noted m the description of Zimmé, the ongin
of the fond idea that a Shan 1s bullet-proof 1s
to be found i the campaign agamnst the Laos,
when by mutual consent no bullets were used by
erther side

There 18 a Cluef Commissioner of Police, with a
force of 150 constables These are not en émdence
at all, and do not wear any umform. They do no
patrolling or regular duty, but are used more like
our “ special constables” for apprehending criminals
I do not think they are very actave in the discharge
of thewr duties Whilst in Kiang Tung my basmn,
tooth-mug, and tooth-brush were stolen. The penalty
for theft here, as in Laos, being death, I asked the
Chief Commssioner 1f he would kll the man who
stole my tooth-brush He said, “ Certanly, +f yow
will catch ham 1”

On entermg Kiang Tung I met a Moulmein
Burman who has been here three years, and talks a
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httle Hindustanee With him I called on the uncle
of the Prince (the Prince bemng away), a nice, merry
old gentleman, who was very much surprsed to see
me Only once did things look unpleasant He
was making copious notes about me, my name, occu-
pation, &c, when he suddenly asked, “Did I belong
to the lot who were fighting the Shans between this
and Mandalay 2” The Burman answered, “ Oh, dear,
no, this 18 a gentleman who 18 travelling all over the
world! He came m a ship to Moulmemn, and when
he gets to Bangkok he gets mto another ship, and
goes to some other country” The old gentleman,
who did not look at all a mce old gentleman when
he asked the question, became all smules and good
humour, and gave me a house to live in—a rather
mmposing-looking brick and plaster building, viewed
from without 'Within, 1t was hike a rather inferior
Indian stable From what I gather, I don’t think
the rulers and people generally dishke the Enghsh,
but many men from here have gone to Moné to fight
agamst us as free lances, not sent by the Prince.
I don’t think they at all understand that whereas
they were tributary to King Theebaw before, they
are now tributary to us

The Burman Moungkin came next day to say he
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had been talking with the Prnce’s uncle, whom I
visited yesterday. The uncle said, “ The Enghsh are
very bad people; what does this ruffian want here?
No one travels mn ths country for pleasure” (as
indeed they would not)

Moungkm in a blue funk came to me I told
him to say I was travelling around to enlarge my
mind, that if my presence was considered an mtru-
sion, I was quite walling to betake myself to a more
hospitable country.

That afternoon Moungkin came to say the Prince
would see me First we went to the court house,
a large wooden house on very high piles At the
end of the Hall of Justice was a large gilded thing
that looked like & horse-trough with an over-mantle
behind it In front of this, a httle lower, were two
or three lttle stools which the Shans use for resting
their elbows on while sitfang on the ground The
gilded trough was therefore, I take 1t, merely a local
emblem of justice The judges sat m front of it
My friend the uncle was Lord Chuef Justice, and
there were three others He asked my age, and
would not beheve I was a day under 40, which
apparently 1s the age at which a Shan gets a mous-
tache that many an old lady of ours would put to
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shame Next he asked my business; I answered as
before

Had any “Magstrate” sent me? How long did
it take to get from Zondon (very small print) to
Kune Tuxe (largest type)? He then came down
and felt me all over, and, unearthing my revolver
from my pocket, msisted 1t should be unloaded at
once, and not be taken at all into the presence of
the Prince Having a good stout stick and another
weapon handy, I did so, and, under pretence of going
home with the revolver, id 1t 1n my cummerbund
One can't be too careful when 1t 13 one man against
a hundred On my return the cashmire chogah was
handed round, and much admired. Then we went
across to the Prince’s palace, a wretched shanty, mn
no way to be compared to the Zimmé chiefs’ After
passing a broad outer verandah, we came to the
audience chamber, about thurty feet square malled.
‘We all squatted round the edge and waited for us
Royal Highness to appear through a curtained door
The faurmture and ornaments were a very mixed
collection, some very valuable and others very
trumpery things Large vessels of sohd gold and
silver stood about amongst the rubbish of a Moul-
mein cheap-jack A few spears and guns and an
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Englhsh naval officer’s sword on one side of the door,
and a field officer’s on the other A gilt couch with
room for two, and a curtamn which could be dropped
from the cering to hde 1, stood in the cormer by
the door, and in front of 1t a mattress and some
carpets, on which the Prince was to sit He kept
us waiting about fifteen minutes, during which time
both my legs went to sleep On his entrance they
all prostrated themselves The present Prince is
only a child of twelve years old, who succeeded his
father at the beginning of the year 1887. He is a
thin-faced, long-nosed, foolish-looking youth,

My chogah was presented to him, and then they
all began to jaw I asked 1if they would hike a rail-
way , they said no, certainly not. In this conversa-
tion the youth took no part, but was busily engaged
1 trymg to get a look at the chogah through a hole
1 the paper cover, as apparently 1t was not correct
to do so before the donor Nothing 1mportant was
saxd or done, but after I armved home a man came
to say his Royal Highness wanted to see my gun and
pistol. I took them up, but as his Royal Highness
was much too exalted a personage to see the weapons
m my hands, and as I stoutly refused to let them
out of them, the young man had to do without, and
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I went home. When I visited the Prince at Zimmé,
he stood up, shook hands, and was most affable.
Here, no one approaches within ten paces of the
Prince, and only then in the grovelling attitude
pecubiar to these natives,

The following day I was sent for to show my gun
and pistols to the Prince. He showed me a Win-
chester nifie for which he had paid 300 Rs, and two
tawdry French revolvers, which I strongly advised
him never to fire, He asked me to show him how to
make caps and gunpowder The soldiers are all armed
with smooth-bore fintlock guns made in willages i
the vicimty , gunpowder comes from Bangkok

I came across & Hindu said to have been a servant
of Margary’s, who was killed at Mauwyne in 1875
He hived 1n great style at first, had lots of money,
and marmed a Shan woman—all probably with
Margary’s money. He is now poor, and his wife
keeps him by seling cigarettes, he said he wanted
to come along with me. He was constantly hanging
about, trying to pump my servants as to what
money or valuables I had,

Of course Judh Bir 18 as staunch as any Gude that
ever stepped, but the Madrassi was in such a funk
that he would have sold the two of us to save s

. ¥
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own skin, Judh Bir and I did sentry by turns and
never left the others alone a minute,

He is a famous httle fellow, always merry and on
the spot. I could not have had a better man of any
nation. He was good for five of these evil-looking
scoundrels if it had come to arms.

His broad, good-natured smle and sturdy mien was
just what was wanted to keep back the unsavoury
crowd which surrounded my billet at intervals during
the day. Any ill temper or overbearing manner of
a Pathan would at once have kindled the spark
which would have brought out a hundred kmives and
ended us,

Before leaving Kiang Tung I may note the
dafferent modes of transport 1n use

The Shans do not use pomies and mules for pack
work, they confine themselves entirely to bullocks.

The Yunnans use nothing but pomes and mules
Their pack-saddle bemng umgque I give a note on 1t

The saddle is made of wood, the back of the animal
bemng protected from 1t by three flaps, made of double
canvas, and stuffed with raw rice so as to fit the
ammal. In case of an amimal getting rubbed on the
spine, a pad of numbdah is nailed along the bottom
edge of the saddle, the effect being to raise 1t above
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the spine. In case of rub on either sde of the
animal, the rice is taken out of the flap, so as to
leave a hollow opposite the wound, and the rice 1s
kept from dropping back to its old place by stitching
round the hollow,

No girths are used, and the saddle 1s kept in place
by a broad gut breast-band and breaching strap.

Loads have in consequence to be adjusted ab-
solutely exactly, or the whole thing, saddle and load,
will fall off.

Loads are not placed directly on the saddle, but are
made up on a trestle on the ground, and just before
starting the whole load, trestle and all, 18 lifted on to
the saddle. The trestle 13 made to fit nto the groves
of the saddle exactly, and balances itself there, but
is not secured in any way, This trestle contrivance
appeared to me excellent. In our service some of
the first loaded transport animals are standing loaded
for hours before they commence their day’s labour,
whereas here all the loads stand on their trestles on
the ground, and at the order to march, three men load
up the whole caravan of fifty pomes in two minutes
and the animals start fresh and jolly

The great advantage of the saddle—an advantage
shared by the old “Punjab” pack-saddle used by

. F2
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the Gudes—is the possibility of not only working
ammals with sore backs, but actually curing them
whilst 1n work, My three pack pomes had fearful
sore backs, but whilst marching 300 miles we cured
them completely, our only medicine being pigs’ fat,

The Yunnans give the ponies about 4 Ib, of paddy
per diem, divided nto two feeds, one before starting
for the morming march, and the second after the
evenmng march, They water them twice during the
day, once after the completion of the mormng march
about 11 AM, and agan before starting for the
afternoon march at 1 o’clock.

Dunng the whole might, and duning the mudday
halt of three hours, all the pomes are turned out
loose to graze without any guard or cordon to prevent
therr straying When they are wanted, a gun is
fired, a gong 18 beaten, and all the owners set up
shnll calls, and the pomes come trottingmm Oceca-
sionally some ponies stray out of hearing, and have to
be tracked out—at first & seemingly impossible task
in the dense forest, but we very soon got very sharp
at it For the mormng march the Yunnans start at
daybreak and cover from nine to twelve miles, accord-
ing to distances between grazing grounds. They then
turn the pomes out to graze for three hours or so,
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and then cover another twelve miles before evening—
this over the most difficult country. In fact, they
make longer marches in the hills than 1n the plains,

the reason for which I could not get out of them.
Immediately on amving at a campmg ground

the loaded trestles are lifted to the ground, and by
undomg one buckle the whole saddle and gear is
stripped off the animal and he trots off to graze.
Coming round a sharp corner, I have found the third
pony 1n front of me unloaded, stripped, and grazing
at the new camping ground

The ponies are never groomed at all, and at night
have no covering whatever. According to our views
this stripping off of saddlery before the animal 13 cool
is wrong. But the Yunnans having no commissanat
to fall back on, find that they cannot afford to waste
half an hour out of grazng time, whilst the animal
is coolmg down I noticed no bad results from this
system. As far north as Kiang Tung few bullock
caravans are met, the whole trade bemg carried on
with mules and pomes.

Bullock caravans mostly work from Zimmé wd
Kiang Hai to Kiangtsen on the Me Kong, and thence
up the banks of that river to Kiang Hung The Louai
Chang Mountam, with its almost precipitous ascent,
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forms a barner which prevents bullock traffic, on any
extensive scale, reaching Kiang Tung from the south.
On the march the bullocks move in single file, headed
by a leader, gaily capamsoned, and covered with
bells The bullock bells are new to me; instead
of having the strmker inside the bell, they have one
on each s1de outsude, The bell 18 often a bit of hollow
bamboo.

The merchants distribute themselves along the
line, and drve their ammals, The pace is very slow,
scarcely two miles an hour under the most favourable
crcumstances ; the day’s march being from ten to
twelve mules,

A bullock caravan starts at dawn, and makes its
day’s march straight on, generally reaching camp
at about 11 A M.; the bullocks are then turned out
to graze for the rest of the day. .At night they are
collected and picquetted near their loads,

The pack saddle consists of two small sacks stuffed
with straw, on which are securely lashed a pair of
panniers 33 ft deep, and 1} ft. in diameter, 1n which
the merchandise is placed The pack is placed well
forward on the hump, and kept in its place by a
breast-band in front and a breaching strap behind.
No girths are used.
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The bullocks were generally m very good con-
dition, and sore backs are rarely seen.

The elephant is used as & pack animal both in
Siam and the Shan States, but owing to the peculiar
construction of the howdah, only a very small load,
1 actual bulk, can be carmed Tlus howdah is lke
a wooden c1adle balanced crossways on the elephant’s
spme It 18 6ft long, 2 ft broad and 2 ft deep.
Into this small space the whole load has to be packed.
A traveller using ths form of transport would do
well, therefore, to have lus luggage made up in small
bundles ; for not only does the size of the howdah
make it difficult to stow away anything large, but
the elephants, as a rule, bemng only half trained, will
not sit down to be loaded, and consequently every-
thing has to be handed up to the mahout, and packed
mto the howdah by him The elephant 1s, I think,
qute out of s element in thelnlls He 1s born and
bred mn the plans, and there does excellent work
In the hills s great intelligence carries him through
difficulties, which it 18 hardly fair to put to a beast
of is huge ungamnly bulk, and he works under
protest in a very slow and laboured way. His load,
to enable him to do this work, 1s made so light as to
be nothing more than a respectable mule-load.
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The pad used with the elephant howdah 1s most
prumtive. It consists of four or five sheets, or rather
planks made of flattened bamboos, each one yard
square, and piled one on top of another, Before
starting on & march the mahout wets the ammal’s
spine with water.

The pohicy of the State of Kiang Tung with
relation to neighbouring States appears to be one of
complete isolation.

The Chinese are hated and feared, and their small
settlement outside the town is merely tolerated as a
necessary evil, which the Shans are afraad to get nd
of by violence In the same way the Yunnan
traders are allowed to pass through on sufferance, and
not from any friendly feeling, I asked the chuef of
my Yunnan caravan to come with me when I went
to interiew the Prince. He would not on any
account, expressively drawing his finger across his
throat to account for his unwillingness Towards
other foreigners the policy of the Kiang Tung Shans
18 equally hostile—impassively hostale, I think, but
still hostile. By which I mean that they would
never give their consent to a foreigner entering their
country, but once he is there, they let lum hve on
sufferance, reserving the mght of butchering him m
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cold blood at a moment’s notice 1if they feel so
inchmed.

The Shans of Kiang Tung, as mentioned above,
are afraid of the Chinese, and bemg afraid to resent
their encroachments, feign ignorance of them.

With the Laos the Shans of Kiang Tung are on
anything but fmendly terms, and the feehng is
reciprocated. The Zimmé Prince would not give
me a letter of mtroduction to the Prince of Kiang
Tung, or in any way countenance my crossing the
border, as he said that the latter was not his friend.
No doubt he was afraid that if mischief befell us
whulst bearmng a friendly letter from hum, that not
only would his own prestige suffer in the eyes of
both nations, but that he mght get mnto trouble with
the Bntish authonties for aiding and abetting my
entering a dangerous and hostile country. Anyhow
it was qute apparent, both at Kiang Tung and at
Zimmé, that there was no love lost between the two
States, and the friendship which existed at the time
of the frendly campeign has died out.

With regard to European nations and European
politics, the Princes and people are hopelessly
ignorant According to their ideas there 1s only one
white nation, called “Angnt” (Enghsh), which 1s
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sphit up imnto vanous trbes and States, such as the
Amencans, Londoners, dwellers in Calcutta, and so on

Of the French they had never heard, and thought
Lieutenant Garmer's French scienfafic expedition
of 1868 was a party of Enghshmen from Bangkok
It appears that six of Garnier's party came across
from Muang Yu on the Me Kong River to the
wicimty of Kiang Tung, and then rejoined the mamn
body of the expedition at Kiang Hung The Prince’s
uncle declared that they had been killed between
Kiang Tung and Kiang Hung, and that all their
clothes and goods had been exposed for sale i the
market of the latter place. This of course was a he.

They profess to have no fear of the Brtish, pont-
ing to the lofty ranges of mountains which divnide
Kiang Tung from the Salween as their defence

A few years ago Kiang Hung was a separate
principality, but was conquered by Kiang Tung and
made subsmdiary, Its population largely conmsts
of Chinese, and 1ts prochvities are certainly China-
wards

This may be from natural inchnations, but more
probably on account of 1ts mtuation on the frontier
of that powerful nation, and to all intents and
purposes under 1ts thumb,
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The only people that the State ef Kiang Tung
seems friendly with is the Shan State of Mon$, to
whose assistance they sent 3000 men to fight
against the Bntish,

I was surprised to find how Little merchandise of
any description came from China. The caravans
working down towards Moulmein consisted of mules
and pones, four-fifths of which carried no loads
whatever. Indigo, tea, and shoes appear to be the
only things which come from Chma, and the demand
for these 18 very small. What httle the Yunnan
traders bring down they dispose of at Kiang Tung,
or at furthest at Zimmé, and continue the journey to
Moulmein with unloaded mules. On the return
journey from Moulmen they bring up every de-
scription of cheap cotton goods, bright coloured
flannels, and odds and ends of trumpery  The people
of Kiang Tung cannot afford to buy the more ex-
pensive cloths, as I found to my cost when, in my
character of merchant, I tried to sell some that was
worth at least Rs 5 a yard mn Calcutta. It would
only fetch the price of the commonest flannels in
Kiang Tung

The only really lucrative trade which the Shans
dnve is the trade in pomes, erroneously called
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Burmah pomes. These hardy little beasts, which
are seldom more than 12-2 hands ligh, are bred
chiefly in the Kiang Tung Valley, Durng the
winter of 1886-87, about 500 ponies were sent to
Rangoon and Moulmein I was surprsed to find
prices so high, more especially as I arrived after all
the pony caravans had started for Burmah, and what
were left behind were presumably only animals unfit
for the Moulmein market ~Three-year-olds, standing
from 11 hands to 12 hands lugh, were valued at from
Rs. 40 to Rs 80, all the colts being gelt or mulled.
Three ponies, fit to carry a load, cost me Rs. 340, with
therr pack saddles thrown into the bargain , and I was
offered Rs 200 by a breeder for my own Shan pony,
which cost Rs, 270 m Moulmein, Prices m Moulmein
run from Rs 120 to Rs 250 for raw ponies straight
from the Shan country The ponies are led down the
whole way barebacked, and without any covering at
mght They arnve 1n excellent condition as & rule,
and carry a very fine, good coat. During the marches
through the Iills they are fed almost entirely on
bamboo leaves, getting a feed of paddy or a lump of
goor whenever opportunity occurs

The Burmeh or Shan pony makes an admirable
pack or draught anmmal; lus splendid legs, indom~
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itable pluck, and great powers of endurance compen-
sate for his small mze. As a hack, he can only be
considered in the hight of a means of conveyance,
for nding paces he has none. He is generally bull-
necked, and, consequently, has not a mouth worth
mentioning, and lus small size makes s trot and
canter so short that they cause the rider unspeakable
angwsh. On the other hand, he is, as a rule, a very
good walker My opion on his paces 18 given after
an eighteen hundred miles’ ride on all descriptaons of
Shan ponzes, The breeding operations are not carried
on under any system, one or two stallions being turned
loose with a herd of mares. The introduction of
small Arab or Indian stalhions, not over 13-2 hands,
would, in time, produce a very valuable breed of
ponies, The Shan pony has already magmficent
legs, and the girth of a 15-hand Indian horse. (The
saddle and girths which I use for my first charger, an
Arab standing 15-1 hands high, fitted my Shan
pony exactly.) He wants the neck, mouth, and
paces of other breeds,

Mules are not bred much in Kiang Tung; nearly
all that are seen there come from Yunnan, They
cost about 20 per cent more than pomes, and any-
thing over 13 hands costs Rs, 200 and upwards. Their
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general size 1s 12 hands to 12-2 hands, of a good
stamp, and for their size qmte equal to mules in
other parts of the world The Punjab mule is, how-
ever, finer, stronger, and cheaper.

There is no local comage, the Britash rupee being
the standard comn of the province. As i Laos, we
noticed here that the smaller coins, such as 2-anna
and 4-anna bits, bear a higher relative value than the
rupee; that 1s, one can buy as much, if not more,
for seven 2-anna hits than for a rupee. No copper
coms of any description are current, but amongst
themselves the market women use strings of splt
betel-nuts in heu of them, or else barter thewr goods
one with another, according to the present market
value of their small stock The British 8-anna prece
is not current, and will only be taken at the value
of a 4-anna piece No gold coins are current, but
gold leaf is used instead. It is, however, more
looked on as a form of merchandise than a fixed
value coin  For instance, a tical of gold costing in
Zimmé Rs 30, n Kiang Tung would not fetch more
than Rs. 28, The current value may be Rs. 28-8, but
the purchaser requires to make his own small profit
on the transaction. For a traveller this 1s the only
portable form in which money can be carred.
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British currency notes it may be posmible to change
through the courtesy of some of the Europeans at
Zxmmé, but north of that they are not current at all.
With regard to mlver it 1s advisable to carry as much
as possible 1n 2-anna and 4-anna pieces In the
small willages, where change is scarce, one often
would have to pay a rupee for an article which was
only valued at 2 annas,and which the villager would
gladly sell at that price, but he has no change, or
does not care to part with 1t.

Owing to the scarcity and dearness of powder, the
Shans are not a sporting race.

On the lakes and ponds, both mnside and outside
of the walls of Kiang Tung, duck, teal and moor-
hens may be seen entirely at their ease, and not 1n
the least afrud of human bemgs. Smipe are very
plentiful 1n all the marshy patches which surround
the town on all sides.

About four miles north-east of Kiang Tung is a
small lake or large pond, on which are many
water-fowl of all sorts,

I saw no smigns of large game of any sort, but
was told that there are & few deer mn the hills
‘We came across two leopards, but did not get a
shot at erther.
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In the hulls between Me Tsau and Hai Tuk, we
met & party of Kareen hunters with cross-bows and
posoned arrows: they had had no sport that day.
‘We heard that they could kil elephants and hippo-
potami with their poisoned arrows.
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CHAPTER V,

RETITRN JOURNEY TO UTARADIT

Leave Kiang Tung on return journey—At Kiang Hai again—
A growl—No police required—No made roads—Sunday halt
at Muang Nan—Purchase sapphires—The results thereof—
Sapphire story—Muang Nan on the Me Nan River—I’omes
troublesome—Siamese diet unmmviting—Two Shan boys—
Prince’s visit at Muang Nan—Rocket entertamnment—
Poungr’s house under repair—Leave Muang Nan—Reach
Utaradit—Siamese letter—Lodge at the post-office—Natives’
1deas of distance hazy—Sunday rest—Education 1n Siam—
Costume 1 Siam and Lacs—Many wives doubtful blessing—
Personal appearance after three months’ march.

Ox the 19th of March we left Kiang Tung with a
party of Yunnans and retraced our steps, recrossing
the Nouai Chang (Elephant Mountain) nextday All
the mules except mine were unloaded, consequently
ran down the whole way, and did the twelve miles in
three hours Some devilment was up here, and Judh
Bir and I sat very tight, relieving one another at
night. At the midday halt our headman, after talking
[t}
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some time with a Shan whom we met, came to me
and said he and his caravan were gomng back to
Kiang Tung, as he heard it was raining at Zimmé,
This was rather a facer for us. Luckily I owed hum
Rs. 200, part payment of the pomes which I had
promised to pay him at Kiang Hai (as it was our
policy to appear very poor at Kiang Tung) Ananias,
my boy—who certainly 1s the most fearful, hopeless
coward God ever created—was thrown into such a
blue perspiring funk at the bare idea of our gomng on
alone, that he went off and used all lus wiles, and no
doubt thousands of hes, with the headman, and finally
induced him to come on. During the afternoon we
passed several caravans, all totling along as hard as
they could, and at mght I notaced, instead of allowing
the ponies out to graze, they were stacked close, and
pickets posted about 200 yards up the road

Some prowhng band of Shans probably had been
seen or heard of about: hence our friend’s excuse
about the rain at Zimmé,

‘We were a taght hittle party, and the Chinamen are
first-rate fellows, It might have fared badly with us
alone, with that skunk Anamas as a thorn in our side.
The Zimmé Shan servant, too, does not look up to
much warfare,
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On the 25th of March we got back to Kiang Hai,
baving had three days’ regular downpour Both
times we passed Kiang Hai there were heavy
thunderstorms, the rain lasting this time three
days, thermometer varying from about 66-62° at
mght to 81-85° in the daytime,

Eyes inflamed from heat and glare, together with a
bad festering sore on the leg, caused by the bite of a
dog, seems at this time to have disturbed my naturally
serene temperament, as will appear from the following
extract from my journal -—

“This 18 what I call real enjoyment , some people
might hate 1t, but we just revel 1n 1it, don’t we, my
farthful squire, Judh Bir? We split a chicken for
dinner, and carefully put by a leg for to-morrow'’s
mdday meal With lots of rice, and washed down
with durty water, it 13 a diet fit for the gods! We
sleep where and how we can, under a tree, a bamboo
stack, or an old hut About an hour before dawn
Judh Bir fires a gun, not to announce another joyous
day, but to frmghten away any leopards prowling
about and also as a signal for the ponies to come in
from grazing This gun always drives me to utter
unparhamentary language The ponies are very good
and generally come in quckly, but sometimes when

G2
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grass is scanty they stray out of gunshot hearing,
and then we have a pleasant httle trudge of three or
four miles tracking them The ponies loaded, off we
start. A Shan and the Madrassi first, then the ponies,
then Judh Birand the other Shan, and last I and my
pony. They go along very well, over three miles an
hour when they have had decent grazing and grain

“I have to dismount every twenty minutes and
hang my leg up in a tree , nding makes all the blood
run down 1nto 1t, and 1t becomes quite a decent leg
for a young elephant

“T take this opportumty to take my bearings and
make notes My eyes are much better, for a long
time I had to use them by turns, giving one a
rest under & bandage—the result of sun and durt, I
suppose !

“The muddle of the day we put up under a tree
for three or four hours, and turn the pomes to graze
Nothing so dehightful, my dear sir, as to take a book
and your pipe and lie under a shady tree and revel
1n the luxury of 1dleness—as long as you don’t have
too much of it Behieve me an armchair i the
club smoking-room is preferable Under your tree
the sun is constantly changing, and before you have
been five minutes m one spot, specially chosen with
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much forethought as bound to remamn shady all day,
the sun 18 full on you The only book you have you
have read a dozen times, and know by heart. Your
tobacco is dry and burns your tongue, and every
species of venomous winged nsect comes with one
accord and worres you About two o’clock we move
on agamn and do as much as we can before dark.
Then I generally get fever and go to bed Judh Bir
cooks s dinner and follows me And so the happy
days spin round The pomes, poor dewils, have a
wretched time with large stinging fhies, which give
them not a moment’s peace, and won’t allow them to
graze”

A very peaceful, well-ordered people these must be,
for there 18 not a sign of a soldier or policeman 1n the
land

The courts of justices in the few places where
there are any, appear to be always empty—not, I
hope, because Justice 1s absent, but because there
18 10 one that wants that estimable female,

Throughout Siam, as far as we have seen 1000
mules or so, there are no made roads at all The
most 1mportant towns are connected only by mere
tootpaths, worn by pack ammals and passengers.
These paths are never straight for fifty yards toe
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—they were common crystals, though beautifully
polished; but later, when he began to ladle out
sapphires of the finest water and valued them at
the same price as lus crystals, dreams of boundless
wealth swam before our eyes. We bought up every
sapphire the village contained, exghteen 1n all, at an
average price of about one shilling apiece. None of us
were experts in stones, but 1t required only the most
uneducated eye to see that these stones were of great
value The natives showed us exactly where they
got them from, and we made a careful map of the
place, and worked out its exact longitude and latitude.
I suppose all of us have bwlt castles in the air
on the foundations of suddenly and unexpectedly
acqured wealth: we have settled exactly what we
would do with our money. A mce httle place in
the country, a hunting box 1n one of the best hunting
centres, a yacht, shooting trips to all parts of the
world, and so on. And here were we the actual
possessors of a secret which meant boundless wealth ;
the sole discoverers of a spot where sapphires were
as cheap as marbles; a spot out of the track of
traders, and never before visited by a white man.
It was surprising how quietly we took our good
fortune: we mught still have been the ordmary
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penniless subaltern and his soldier orderly istead
of two men with princely fortunes within their
grasp. Our only regret was that we should have to
leave the old regiment: it is impossmble to soldier
and also manage a large fortune, and so, reluctantly
enough, we decided that we must go. I cannot
imagine how a man with a large fortune can stand
the petty annoyances which it appears to be the aim
and object of military organizers to inflict on the
British officer. The civihan reader perhaps hardly
realizes the pettiness and unswtableness of some of
the work exacted from an officer. That very fine
fellow you have just seen walking down the street,
with a gold hat balanced on the top of ls ear, a
scion of nobility, a public school man and a graduate
at Oxford, has just been mspecting a large supply of
raw meat and recording his valuable opinion as to its
suitability or otherwise for human food He is now
on lus way to poke about the cookhouses, and later
on will go round and ask every man in the regiment
if he has any complamnts to make about his food
The 1dea is that an officer 18 a very lazy fellow,
.and, having no duties of his own to perform, it is
necessary to request him to perform the combined
duties of a butcher, a sanitary subordinate, and a
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lance-corporal, just to keep him in fettle and in fit
condition to lead Her Majesty’s soldiers agamst the
foreign foe.

But I have dnfted rather away from our sapphire
mine and our fortune  For three months we were the
richest men in the world, and on reaching Calcutta
I at once took the samples we had to the leading
jeweller and asked s opimon of them. After a
long and careful examnation of each i detal, he
murmured gently as he gazed at the last of the lot
through a spy-glass: “Lovely colour, hght perfect,
not a flaw, would be worth 50 gwneas apiece, if”
—shutting up s spy-glass—*they were not made
of Birmingham paste.”

I left that shop full of burming indignation against
Birmmngham and all its ways I don’t so much
mind the untutored savage bemng stuck with Bir-
mingham sapphires, but I do most strongly object
to having the joke passed on to me in an un-
known and unexplored country thousands of muiles
away from Birmingham and the white man’s civ-
lizataon.

I was asking the same jeweller in Calcutta
if any officers had brought back good rubies from
Burmah.
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“ Yes, ar, lots of very fine ones, but, bless you, they
are all made of paste.”

“What! Birmingham again ?”

“Yes, sir, Birmingham again!”

‘We came across another sapphire story I think
it was Mr. Gould told it us, At Chantabong,
a couple of hundred mles east of Bangkok, there
are some well-known sapphire mmes, which are
regularly worked and give & very fair yield, Stroll-
mg down towards these nunes one day, the narrator
met one or two miners returmng from their
day’s labour. He stopped and asked them what
luck they had had. “Oh! so so,” producing two
or three chunks of exceedingly uninteresting-look-
ing stone,

“What will you take for one of those?” “Forty
dollars” Seeing the buyer rather taken aback at the
largeness of the price asked for an unpolished and
uncut stone, the miner put it back in his pocket
and began to move off in & nonchalant manner. My
friend, seized with a sudden mama for possessing the
stone, planked down s dollars and took it home to
an expert. It proved to be of glass, manufactured in
Birmingham, sent out to the sapphire mnes and
buried there! for when my friend bought 1t, 1t was
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covered with mud, and had evidently just come out
of the ground.

On the 12th of Apnl we reached Muang Nan, &
walled town on the Me Nan River.

There had been heavy rains, wluch made it cooler,
otherwise 1t 18 hot and muggy. Apnl 18 considered
the hottest month in these parts. We seem to have
pursued the “hottest month” with much wigilance.
At Kiang Tung we caught him, and now agamn, At
Muang Nan there 18 no regular bazaar, only a daly
market attended almost solely by women. Outside
the north-east corner of the town are sheds, 1n which
caravan men sell cheap cotton and slk goods.
The whole trade at this season is done by bullocks,
the mver not bemng navigable above Muang Pak,
about five miles south of this place Ths is considered
a very cheap country for buying elephants; I met
gseveral Burmans from Moulmemn looking out for
them. The only other means of transport are
bullocks, and of these we met many hundreds on
the road between this and Kiang Hai.

The Me Nan 1s a much larger river than the Me
Png at Zimmé The Me Nan comes m from a
generally northern direction. It 18 a fine stream,
with broad beds and Ingh banks, capable of holding
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b or 6 ft. more water at the ford. At this season it
was not navigable even for nver boats; only half a
dozen small dingies were to be seen.

There are no tumber forests anywhere near, but
many logs were lymg about, showing that there 1s
tamber not far off

After parting company with the Yunnans, for
gome weeks we had endless trouble with the pomies,
constantly losing them at mght, and even sometimes
during the middey halt It wes generally the fault
of the imp Joe, my pony. He used to swagger
around and give himself airs before the other pomes,
because he did not carry a load, and they, like their
human fellow-creatures, taking him at lis own
valuation, bowed down to hm and followed him
about everywhere like sheep. Joe, not being accus-
tomed to liberty, used to walk off mn a jaunty way
into the forest and lose his way, and the other three,
who if alone could find their way back to camp
through any country, bhndly followed him, When
he pulled up hopelessly lost, they pulled up too, and
waited beside hum tall we tracked them out. After
a short time we got quite sharp at this tracking work,
and often tracked out pomes four or five mules
through dense forest and jungle, we could tell our
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own pones’ tracks from others and could distingumish
each pony’s track from those of its fellows. Judh
Bir was much better at 1t than I was, and lus clever-
ness 1n recognising which pony was leading often
enabled us to make long casts ahead and shortened
our labours considerably. If Joe was leading, we
might have to go anywhere and any distance ; 1f the
small bay mare was leading, she generally went for
the best grazing she had passed during the last
march, and so on with each one of the four, One
day I remember, during & midday halt, the bay mare
took them back very nearly to the last camp, where
there had been particularly succulent grazing It
must not be supposed that we always had this work
before marching - the rule was to find the pomes
waiting for their grain close round our bivouac when
we woke, and the exception to have to track them
out Ananias used to start off with the greatest
energy when any tracking was to be done, and
choosing a snug corner in the forest a few hundred
yards off would e down there untal he heard the pistol
shot announcing that the pomies had reached camp,
Judh Bir caught him at that game once, and would
have skinned him alive if I had not interfered. The
ponies are turned out to graze without halters or
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anything on them, and are as safe from theft as
most things can be, We often tried to catch them at
off-times when out grazng, by way of experimental-
izing in horse-stealing, but always failed ignomini-
ously. Feeding time is the only time to catch them,
and woe befide the wretched traveller if one is let
shp agan after he has fimshed hus grain; the best
part of the day may be spent in trymng to catch him
again, Whenever this did happen we used to lie
down resignedly and wait fall the hittle beast chose to
come up and be caught, for it only made one hot and
profane dodging about after lum, whilst he was
enjoymng the fun immensely. If we refused to play,
he generally shut up pretty quick, for it takes two
people to appreciate a joke

One of the chief Siamese articles of diet 1s dried fish.
They cut them open and hang them up in the sun
tall they smell worse than a crowd of dead camels,
then they eat them. A most astomshing race from
a dietary pomnt of view; they live on a collection of
the most unwholesome things that the mind of man
can imagine In addition to the above-mentioned
luxury, they feed on red chillies, taken whole and by
the dozen ; any other herbs that are sufficiently fiery
or pungent, gathe and mce Between meals they
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alternately chew betel, which is about as hot as
anything out of Hades, and smoke hot strong
tobacco made up into cigarettes about the size and
shape of a posthorn,

If s Satanic Majesty has any warmer diet to put
them on 1n the realms below, I am sure they wall take
kindly to it.

We engaged two Shan boys as servants during
part of the journey, one to look after the ponies and
one to forage for supphes. They were both very
ignorant of their work, but both very willmng at
starting, and under Judh Bir's firm but com-
fortable rule one of them turned out an cxcellent
servant Judh Bir corrupted therr names into
“Sam” and “Combien,” which however answered
quite as well as their real ones, which were long and
unpronounceable. Sam was the one who turned out
a tramp, contrary to expectation, for Combien was
much the smartest lad at starting It turned out,
however, that he was a confirmed oprum smoker, and
when he had run out of the small supply he had with
him he fell to pieces. With opium he was a smart
active servant ; without 1t & wretched old dyspeptic,
fit for nothing Another infirmity of s was a
natural greedimess, which led him to eat anything and
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everything he could lay hands on Every hut we
passed he got something eatable out of, probably
saying it was forme All these httle delicacies he
used to put into httle bamboo buckets and shng
them about his person, so that at the end of a march
he was a perfect Chnstmas tree of bamboo buckets
On arrival in camp he used to set to work and eat all
these dainties one after another, generally finishing
up quite strong on the remains of my gruesome meal
He was then comfortably sick and went to sleep.
After a fortmght I sacked him, for his bestial ways
were quite unbearable

These Shan boys had no caste prejudices, and
would eat or drink anything, and put their hands
to anykind of work Sam used to help make up the
loads each mormng, and then tracking out the ponies
would dnve them in and give them their morning
feed, saddling them meanwhile All day he led our
Inttle caravan and was responsible for leading us right,
no easy matter through thick forest with paths running
in all directions On arnval in camp he used to help
unload and unsaddle the ponies, and then went off
foraging for food and gram, often returning empty-
handed after a couple of hours’ search

He required no transport for his personal Iat,
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carrying his httle all on s person. .Anamas, on
the contrary, required rather more than I did myself,
I actually found one bulky carpet bag of his which
contamned a feather pillow, which we had carried for
about 1000 mules for lum I nearly committed
murder on the person of Anamas with that pillow
when I discovered 1t Each of the Shan boys, in
addiion to his own kit, carmed a carbine, whilst
Anamas, for reasons before set forth, preferred to
carry the poles of my cot They were all wonderful
walkers, never seemingly coming to the end of therr
powers, but they were very weak m the arms, and
made a great to do of lifting a load on to a pony

At Muang Nan the Prince’s son came to see me, a
pleasant, civil youth with one eye, who seemed
delighted to meet me I thought at first he mstook
me for some one else, fall 1t transpired that he had
been to Bangkok and there imbibed a lasting adm-
ration for Enghshmen and all things Enghsh This
admiration extended even to the homely “solah
topee” of my nation, his costume consisting of a
linen patrol jacket, a s1lk loin-cloth, lavender-coloured
stockings, boots, and a very dirty pith hat, the whole
turn-out making up a sort of cross between a poor
Furasian and a Bengali Babu m boots. I should

H
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certainly have taken him for something of that sort,
if T had not noticed the people grovelling before hum
a8 he came along We talked about roads and ways
and means, and got on very well together.

The people of Nan look like and dress hike the
Zimmétes, n fact they are merely a political division
of the same race. The women wear their hair knotted
rather higher up on their heads. Themen are much
addicted to drnk, judging from the number of jolly
fellows we saw bemng conveyed to the bosoms of their
farmbies at all hours of the mght and day- “kimloh”
they call 1t  There 18 the same lavish display of the
female form divine here as elsewhere in the Laos
States, but I don’t know that their morals are any
the worse for that

The greater part of the male population, mncluding
a large sprinkling of priests, seem to spend their days
1n letting off huge rockets ~The largest was a 30-ft
bamboo as thick as my arm This it of tumber
was launched nto the air by the agency of a whole
cluster of bamboo powder-flasks lashed to its head.
These firework parties start off m the morning for
some open space, taking several rockets of all sizes,
a band of music, and plenty of “kinloh.” There they
proceed to let off the rockets and drink the “kinloh,”
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to the accompaniment of the dulcet stramns of their
band. Towards evening they return to the town very
nosy and happy. This nowse and happimess they
keep up the greater part of the night. The women
are quet and industrnous, and do not participate at
all 1n these jovial gatherings. Poungies (priests) here,
as everywhere in Siam, abound, wearing the same
yellow clothes as 1 Burmah They have the
character of being a dissolute lot, but we met with
nothing but kindness from them.

‘Whlst we were at Muang Nan they were bmlding
or repairng a big poung: (priest’s) house. In this
work all the people assisted, men, women, and
children Thelower classes worked all day, on and off,
and 1m the cool of the evening the “upper ten” turned
out to do their share, each and all according to their
rank, 1n a gradually dimmishing degree  Fine ladies
of exalted rank brought back a handful of sand after
taking their evening bath 1n the nver, a portly old
gentleman, in a red headpiece, evidently a Royal
Duke at least, a pocket-handkerchuef full of the same ;
the Prince’s nephew (a blear-eyed youth, who called
in on uson a chance of getting a drink) carried up a
large bagful, and so on, each according to his rank
awding 1n the prous labour.

H2
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In every village 1s a poungi house, with a separate
house for travellers, where we usually put up
They generally have an altar with a lot of small gilt
“Buddhas” on them, each with a httle shawl on,
and a chunk of rce in front of 1t. There seems to
be no fanaticism about the people We infidels eat
and sleep before the altar of therr gods with their
full consent

The willage school 18 generally held n this guest-
house, a8 1t 13 seldom occupied in the daytime

On the 16th of Aprl we started from Muang Nan,
following the nght bank of the Me Nan River as far
as Muang Sa—the road was the same as we came by
The river, though broad and deep, 1s fordable 1n many
places, the water being 2 ft to 3 ft deep, the current
slow, and the bottom sand and mud

In many places & wicker fence is made across the
niver, with two or three fishing platforms along 1t on
raised piles. From the height of these platforms it1s
evident that the river does not mse more than 3 or
4 ft m the rams From these platforms they fish
with square hand-nets about 4 ft square,

We reached Muang Phang on the 24th of Aprl;
next day brought us to Utaradit, on the Me Nan
River. The road for the last thirty miles had been
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very difficult, 1n many parts never having been used
before for anything but passenger traffie and elephants,
The path through the dense bush was so narrow that
the pomes could scarcely push their way through it,
and the ascentand descent out of the river and water~
courses were often so steep and narrow that the
ponies had to be unloaded, and their loads carried up
and down

Utaradit 1s a long straggling place, extending for
more than a mile along the mght bank of the river,
the houses beng dotted 1n a dense bush forest Along
the rniver are moored many hundred boats, m which
a great portion of the population appear to live,
These boats are large, with the dwelling part closed
on every side I saw one or two huts on rafts and
piles It was very dufficult here to procure eatables,
there being apparently no deily market

Tobacco 1 cultivated here on an extensive scale
along the low-lying bits of the river-bank, but hittle
or no paddy is grown, owing to the difficulty in
clearing the jungle

At Utaradit the Siamese Commussioner’s son
frequented me a good deal. He was a very dissipated,
boiled gooseberry-eyed-looking youth, with a majestic
arr but he was kind enough to say that he did not
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think me a bad chap. I am ashamed to say that I
had not the presence of mind to return the com-
phment He afforded me a great deal of amusement
one way and another, for which I was grateful. The
facial gymnastics he put himself through when
speaking were alone a play, and quite sufficient to
have made his fortune as a low comedian across the
river at home He was, I was led to suppose, one of
the créme de la eréme of Bangkokian society No
doubt the semi-extinct Enghsh “masher” would
have seemed quite as funny to him as he did to me

A Siamese letter is about two yards long by one
foot broad, and folds up lke a fire-screen The
paper is black and the pencil white ‘When folded
up for transmission, 1t is securely corded up with a
bit of rope; and a fid of clay about two inches 1
diameter 18 affixed to the knot by way of a seal An
Enghsh “Mal ” from London to Bombay, if 1t was
composed of letters on the Siamese pattern, would
sink the largest P. and O afloat.

On arrival at Utaradit we turned into the first
empty shed available; this proved to be the Post
Office, a rickety shanty with a large red letter-box
lashed to a massive centre post by a wisp of bamboo.
'We were wondering why some one did not take the
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opportunity, when the box was full of money orders, to
walk off boldy with hus Majesty’s mails, pillar-box and
all On examination, however, 1t proved that the
1ud of the aperture through which the weighty corre-
spondence of Utaradit was supposed to enter, was 8o
securely jammed down that it was impossmble to
prize1t open with a penkmfe. On the other hand, the
small door at the bottom of the box, wluch 18 usually
used for taking out the letters, was left unlocked
with the key in the lock—from both of which signs
1t was qute mamfest that the confiding Siamese
public had not yet learnt to entrust their letters to a
Post Office  Several passers-by pointed out the red
pullar to me with scarce concealed pride, and invited
me to put my letters into 1t

After breakfast I cleaned myself up and made
ready to call on the Siamese Commussioner, to whom
I had a letter of mtroductaion It turned out that I
had not far to go, the Post Office bemng at his very
gates. Moreover, we were more or less acquamnted
already, for, to my fearful horror, I found that we
had been grazing our pomies in s compound all the
morning, thereby moving a fat female slave to much
wrath and ndignation. The Commussioner, who
secmed to bear no malice, was a tall, thin, fierce-
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looking gentleman, sadly aftheted with congestion of
the iver  Of course he consulted me, and I as usual
prescribed my only medicine, Vaselne He ate alarge
chunk of this, and an hour or two afterwards came to
me saying he felt much better. Ithad agood effect on
Ius temper too, for he promised to help us to get boats
and to dispose of our pomies—a feat he had declared
impossible at our first interview I gave him a
shawl just to jog is memory, and mn return I was
besteged all day by his wives carrying presents of
eggs, fruit, tobacco, ete

For several days I noticed a youth loafing about
in a wstful sort of way with a bundle of letters
under lus arm I thought he had designs on my
few remaimng rags, and cautioned Judh Bir to keep
his weathermost eye on him Things reached a
crisis when, one mormng whilst I was dozing with
one eye open, I saw him stealthily enter my hut.
I rose and rebuked him with considerable severty,
pomnting out to him the heinousness of hus offence 1n
trying to rob the stranger and foreigner of lus htle all.
He recerved my verbal castigation with the greatest
humihty, and murmured in a deprecatory voice that
he was very sorry to mtrude, and that he did not
want to steal, but that this was the Post Office and



Return Fourney. to Utaradit 105

he was the Postmaster' Mutual apologies and a
fair division of the Post Office immedintely made

A small Chinese boy aged about three years came
one day with lus Siamese nurse to see me  She was
suckling lum as they came i, but my young
gentleman, easing off for a minute and scrambling
down from her lap, strode up to me, and 1n a loud
and imperious voice said, “I am Chou Shesheen
(Governor Shesheen), who are you?” A first-class
Lttle man, and likely to become an ornament to lus
race If he ever reaches matunty, the latter perhaps
rather a problematical contingency, considering the
mixed diet he indulged m Whilst with me,
addition to the above-mentioned wholesome nutr-
ment, he ate two plantans, and would have smoked
half-a-dozen cigarettes if his nurse had not stopped
lim m lis wild career. He probably chews betel-
nut as well.

It 15 utterly hopeless trymng to get any idea of
distances from the natives, they have not the
hazest 1dea of measurements of any sort, and their
calculations are so sublimely regardless of even the
elements of accuracy, that I have refraned from
mentioning distances between places except when
actually traversed by us Here 18 an example of
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this mnaccuracy As we were leaving the willage
of No1 on our journey to Muang Nan, we met a
bullock caravan just armving from the latter place.
I asked the gentleman 1n charge how many marches
it was to Muang Nan, thinking, perhaps not un-
naturally, that having that moment completed the
Journey, he would have a fairly accurate 1dea of the
number of days he had been on the road. His
answer was, “Four marches—(1) Ma Poung, (2)
Tapa, (3) Mashote, (4) Muang Nan,” These proved
to be—1st march, 8% miles, 2nd march, 14} miles;
3rd march, 24 miles, and 4th march, about 68 miles,
or a total of 115 miles—a distance which the best
bullock ever created never did under ten days, I
will bet my Sunday hat.

Agan, on leaving Muang Nan I asked the Prince
how many marches 1t was to Utaradit He rephed
that it was four marches, After journeyng 40 miles
towards Utaradit, we again asked how many marches
remained, and were calmly informed that there were
eight more! In fact, each mndividual calculates the
distance according to s own peculiar taste and
fancy 'We were many fames put to hard straits for
want of food, being misled by the bemghted heathen
into thinking that we should find a willage and food
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at the end of our dey’s march We could not carry
much with us, and had therefore to be careful not to
be away from villages for two days together.

We halted on Sundays generally, or rather on
what we thought were Sundays, our almanac having
melted mnto pulp during a thunderstorm; they
proved to be Tuesdays eventually, Taking the
Sunday at Tapa willage as typical of our weekly
halts, business commenced by thoroughly washing
ourselves and our clothes, as an extra treat I had a
shave too, then we gave the pomes an extra
grooming and extra feeds, and made all repawrs
requred in theiwr gear After breakfast large relays
of visitors came to call on me, headed by the chuef,
a mce old gentleman, who presented me with a fowl
(horrble moorgn) I scarcely have the assurance to
look a chicken 1n the face now, considering the awful
havoc Judh Bir and I have made in the ranks of hus
relations, to the fifth generation We calculate that
between us we have eaten 270 old and young during
our journey'

One old fellow brought the whole of us famly,
about twelve strong, whom he exmbited with becoming
pride.  Amongst them were two very pretty guls,
the best looking we had seen anywhere, but unfor-
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tunately, hike every other woman in the land, the
whole effect was spoilt by their black teeth and
mouths. This 18 accounted an additional attraction
amongst these people, and is attammed by steadily
chewing betel every hour of the day since they were
old enough to chew a chawgum. I was led to
suppose that I could marry one of the ladies for
Rs 50 or thereabouts During the rest of the day
we loafed and slept and ate as much as we could
lay hands on, and wished every day was Sunday.
Taking a Sunday rest 1s a thoroughly good principle
to go upon, not on high religious grounds only, but
also as a sound practical manceuvre Sunday, I take
1t, 18 & day of rest and repair after the wear and tear
of a week of work or pleasure The nature of rest
requred by different natures varies considerably.
To ram a wretched schoolboy down into a corner
and make him learn collects and catechisms all day
1n’'t the way to rest him, 1t only gives hum a
rooted aversion to Sundays and 1its accompanying
evils In practice we found that, without one day
a week for rest and repair, our gear broke down,
our pack animals got footsore, and we ourselves
jaded, 111, and worn out.

Every male biped amongst the Siamese 15 obhiged
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to go through a course of the priesthood, v¢ he
shaves lus head, puts on yellow clothes, and learns
to read and write When he has served hus time of
probation, he either returns to lis own profession
or else becomes a permancnt priest. Tlus law has
one good effect, viz the elementary education of
nearly the whole of the males n the kingdom
Every willage has 1ts prest-house and school, and
1t 15 1 the compound alongside of these that the
guest-house for travellers 1s generally situated We
often made our midday halts at these Louses, much
to the dehight of the schoolboys, to whom our arrval
and appearance was as good as & show And we m
return got a good deal of amusement out of watching
them The desultory way in which they do ther
lessons 1s qute gratifymg to behold There 18
probably only one horribly industrious boy, who 18
learning the alphabet or else how to count He
wrntes 1t all out on a long waxed board, using a
stick for a pencil, he then sings aloud what he
has wnitten, at the top of his voice, then rubbmng
it out, he repeats the whole process over and over
again, There 1s another httle boy domng the same
lesson, but he goes off and frequently relaxes
his mind with a httle cock-fighting m a corner.
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The head master, with the majorty of the boys
and masters, is busily engaged i letting off a
bamboo mine at one end of the compound He
(the head master) even condescends to cock-fighting
now and again

‘What an improving spectacle it would have been,
in the old days at Clhfton, to have seen our late
revered head master, Dr Percival, ssuing forth in
cap and gown, and, accompamed by a few choice
spirits from the Sixth Form, to let off crackers m the
quad, or facetiously to blow up the porter with a
bamboo mmne this by way of recreation between
two dufficult passages in Homer !

On entering Siam proper from the Laos States, the
dufference 1n costume 18 at once apparent Instead of
following the graceful fashion of knotting the hair on
the top of the head, as the Laos women do, the Siamese
cut their hair qute short and leave 1t to bmstle all
over, hike a hedgehog’s back, men and women all
alike. In the matter of garments, both sexes wear
a lom-cloth tied hike an Indian syce’s, and perhaps
a shawl over the shoulders It 1s often only after
the mmutest examination that a casnal stranger can
tell 2 man from a woman, In Laos, on the contrary,
the women wear lungs, or short petticoats, as in
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Burmeh, and their tout ensemble 18 certamnly very
fresh, clean, and pleasing

A httle meident illustrative of the doubtful ad-
vantage of having too many wives, occurred one day
when we were 1 the Commussioner’s compound at
Utaradit. A small lady about four years old, one
of the Commssioner’s crowd of daughters, ordered a
little slave boy to do somethung the boy refused to
do 1t, whereupon little mss fell on hum tooth and
nall, and gave him a very bad five mmnutes of it.
Then both of them ran off howling to tell les to
their elders, concermng the extent and orgm of the
squabble Unfortunately for them the first person
they met was the dissipated youth, my friend the
Commissioner's son He with that promptness
which distingmishes great minds, and with the
utmost 1mpartiality, immediately ordered them both
to be flogged, and, seizing & good swishy cane, him-
self proceeded to chastise hittle missy very soundly,
some one else at the same time officating on the
slave boy This hubbub brought out all the
mammas 1n a torrent of words and screams, and
they all 1mmediately setting upon one another, such
& hammermg and screamng and scratching was set
gomg, that the omgmal cause of the row got quite
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forgotten, and every one assaulted every one else with
dehightful impartiality ; the dissipated youth, who
with commendable foresight had early extracted
himself from the mélée, standing by clothed mn his
haughtiest air, and clearly congratulating himself
that he was not such a low thing as a woman Judh
Bir and I sat on a rail and enticised

After three months’ incessant and rapid marching,
we were rather a sorry-looking crew It was
impossible to buy anything to replace our breakages
and losses, except cotton clothes at Kiang Tung, and
& week sufficed to turn these to rags My basmn was
stolen at Kiang Tung, and the one I bought to replace
it, made of iron, of local manufacture, fell down and
broke hike pottery. After that I was obliged to wash
1n and eat out of the same vessel, to wit a very leaky
sandwich box about 8 inches square by 3 inches
deep Our lantern went the way of all lanterns very
soon after we started, so that, 1f we could not get our
evening meal by daylight, we had to eat 1t by the
dim, rehgious, évil-smelling, and smoky hight afforded
by a rag dipped m pig’s fat and hung over the edge
of a saucer My costume at this period conssted of
an ancient, much torn pair of breeches, a sleeping
swit coat, and a Shan straw hat (Joe the pony having
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eaten my own), my sole remaining boots I wore only
now and then for a treat, in fear and trembling lest
the last few remaining stitches should give way.
Judh Bir, my Goorka orderly, who had been by turns
a Laos, a Shan, and a Chinaman, was now a pleasing
mixture of all three, with a Chinaman’s hat, a Shan’s
coat, and a Laos lom-cloth Our food consisted of
stewed fowl, green parrots, an occasional dove, and
nce Let me recommend the gourmand reader to try
a fowl stewed with rnce without any flavouring what-
ever if he wants to taste something really nasty:
boiled dishcloths is a savoury dish in comparison
How we used to loathe the sight of that pot, and,
though we were ravenously hungry, how very lttle
of 1t could we manage to swallow! At large towns
pork and beef are procurable, generally ternfically
tough Our drink was a nauseous mixture of goor
(coarse suger) and water, taken hot, for we were
afraid to drink unboiled water To this stage of
depravity we fell by degrees from Indian tea we
descended to cheap China green tea at about three-
pence a pound, and my cook-boy keepmg us in
ignorance when that was finshed, we went on
drinking goor and water for several days without
mussing the tea from it So we continued the fraud:
I
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it looked like tea, and Judh Bir assured me it was
considered most nourishing, I think it must have
been, for, 1n spite of our meagre fare and hard work,
we both kept fit and strong and did not lose much
weight. There is no milk or butter throughout the
land, and the only vegetables we came across were
onions and chilhes; nor did we see a single sheep or
goat. Fish are abundant in all the rivers, but we
were very unlucky, generally getting very bony
ones.
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CHAPTER VI
UTARADIT BY BOAT TO BANGKOK.

Leave Utaradit—Parting with Joe and Chang—Enjoy rest—
The Me Nan River—Boatmen—=Scarcity of game—Phitsanalok
~—Junction of Me Nioum and Me Nan Rivers—Remote tribes
more cordial—Denounce hectoring of natives—The man of
hats— Bangkok — Description of Siamese — Cremation —
Siamese policy—Bnitish influence at Bangkok preponderates—
Chinese, their enterprise—Royal Horse Guards on parade—
Siamese police—Taxes innumerable—The bamboo and 1ts
uses—Gambhing—Siam worst country for sport—Chmate—

Leave Bangkok for Singapore—Parting with Ananias.

AFTER a great deal of trouble we managed on Aprl
28th to engage a boat, to take us down the Me Nan
River to Bangkok It had been our imtention to
cross Central Siam to Rahang, and there take boat to
Bangkok , but the season was far advanced, and the
ramns had set in regularly, making land travellng
not only very dufficult, but with pack pomes almost;
impossible. We also entered into an agreement for
12



116 On & Burmese Tal.

the transport by raft of our four pomes, thinking
that there would be a good market for them in

Bangkok , but at the last moment 1t was discovered
that there was mnot sufficient water m the mver to
float so heavy a load, and we had reluctantly to leave
them behind Rather than hand them over to the
tender mercies of the Siamese, we hired a couple of
men, and sent them to Dr Cheek at Zimmé, but
I imagine they were stolen on the road, for I have
never heard yet that they reached Dr Cheek The
parting between Joe and I was most affecting, he
ran down to the shore mnnymng qute sadly as we
rowed away. A nght tight httle fellow, a friend and
compamon for months which seemed hke years, and
though he vexed my soul very often, yet he was
always so Jolly and merry over 1t, that I could never
be really angry with lum I should hke to have
brought him home with me, but that was out of the
question, May he have fallen mnto kind hands!
Chang, with s usual sangfroud, was fast asleep on
the ashes of last mght's fire, and as usual objected
to getting up early, his daily custom being to rise
a couple of hours after we started, and then tracking
us out, to catch us up at our mdday halting-place.
We had to carry him mto the boat, much to Ius
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disgust once there he was as happy as possible,
and went to sleep for three days and mghts on end,
only waking to eat occasionally We lost him too,
a few days later, for he jumped on shore at one of
the villages we stopped at, without bemng noticed ;
and when lus loss was discovered, 1t was too late
to go back A fauthful old dog, who had followed
us throughout our long journey, and whose very
presence 1n our bivouac was enough to keep all
suspicious characters at a safe distance, He was a
most pecubiar-looking dog, as hairless as a scalded
Pig, he would have been a great curiosity at home

Before starting we discharged our last remaining
Shan boy, “Combien,” a smart youth, with the
finest pawr of legs 1n Asia He was never tired or
footsore, though he had some stiffish work, always
having to go off and forage for food at the end of
our long daily marches I sent hum across with the
pomes to Dr Cheek, but I suppose the temptation
of walking off with them en route was toa great to
resist

The scenery down the river was very beautiful,
the stream winding through thick forests, with
prcturesque villages nestling in their fohage, All
the low-lymng banks were used for tobacco cultivation,
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which, with small patches of rice land here and there,
were all the crops we saw. We found loling about
in a comfortable boat an unspeakable luxury after
our hundreds of miles of trudge, trudge, trudge No
more anxieties about grass and water for the pomes;
no more weary searches for food when we were
longing only for sleep and rest, no more mghts in
the soaking dew and hitter cold of the Shan lls;
no more exasperating tracking out of stray ponies
m the chill dawn All was now rest, and that
ahding peace which only those who have roughed
1t 1n the wald places of the earth can fully appreciate.
Judh Bir and Anamas, poor fellows, who by choice
had footed the whole of that long march, simply lay
Iike logs and revelled in the luxury of twenty-two
hours’ sleep per diem. Mine was bodily ease only, for
I was anxious to roughly survey this magmficent Me
Nan River, which seemed to have escaped the notace
of most previous travellers; and therefore every ten
minutes throughout the day, and a greater portion of
the mght, I took soundings and angles, and wrote
reams of notes which I have by me, but they are
of no interest to the general reader

Gomg with the current, I calculated our rate was
about 3} miles an hour, The first large place we
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passed was Muang Bechai, on the second day,'s
town like all those i Lower Siam, partly on land
and partly on the niver. Here we met the first de-
tachment of regular soldiers that we had seen in the
country. They were a very ordinary-looking crowd,
dressed in blue cotton umform with wlute facings.
Therr mfles, Tower-marked muzzle-londers, were
piled 1n & heap on the ground, and were so covered
with rust as to be practically useless. They wore
white European helmets.

The few ghmpses we could get of the surrounding
country showed an immense forest-covered plamn,
with a low hine of hills runmng parallel to the river,
and varying from twenty miles to five miles east of
its course. The river has the most ndiculously wind-
ing course, at one minute running due south, and the
next due north, and then round to the east or west

The Me Nan River nses in the range of mountains
which skirt the south bank of the Me Kong (or
Cambodis) River, 1n about lat. 19° 41’ N, and long.
100° 45" E. Its approximate length 18 430 mules,
te. to the pomt where the Me Ping jomns it at
Paknampho, Onwards the two nvers take the
name of Menam, Its general direction is from
north to south, and there are no exaggerated bends
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to the east or west as in the Me Kong Raiver; but
looking at it from & minuter pomnt of view, it will
be found that its course is very tortuous indeed.
Except m two portions—first, near 1ts source where
1t is flowing through low hlls, and agamn when 1t
bursts through the chain of hlls south of Muang
Sa—i1t runs entarely through the deep clay soil of a
country sloping imperceptibly towards the Gulf of
Siam The current is therefore, except at the
numerous gentle rapids, very shght,

Below Utaradit 1t becomes so winding that often
for a mle or so the nver wll be runmng due north,
ve. exactly i the opposite direction to 1ts true
course The Menam is navigable as far up as
Utaradit, 230 mles above, for Paknampho, for the
largest river-boats and small steam launches during
the rany season, and for ordinary boats drawing
2 ft of water, throughout the year, From Utaradit,
up as high as Muang Phak (Ta Phak), the mver 1s
navigable for small boats during the greater part of
the year Above that pomnt come shallows and
rapids, qute impassable for anything but unloaded
canoes. To the north of the rapids the nver agan
becomes navigable for river-boats for about sixty
mules,
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From Utaradit southwards there is a very large
and prosperous trade in tobacco, the banks in all
low-lymng parts being lmed with tobacco fields.
Rice too, to some extent, 1s carried down to Bangkok,
but not on such a large scale as down the Me Png
River. The boats on the return voyage bring back
cheap Enghsh cotton goods, flannel, kerosene oil,
mronmongery, and odds and ends and kickshaws

On the 28th of April we passed during the day
105 boats exther moored or moving up stream; on
the 29th, 209 boats, The great majonty are in the
tobacco trade Though the niver 18 not fordable for
men, the current 1s very slow, but mn many places
it 18 fordable for elephants,

Early on the third day of our voyage, we passed a
European going up stream 1 a boat, the first white
face we had seen for ages. I was so taken aback,
that by the time I had hulloaed to him, we had
shot past each other, and were out of hal, He
probably did not recognise me as a European, for I
was a most villanous-looking ruffian dressed in
Shan clothes, It was bemng thus passed without a
sign of recogmtion that made me think of borrowing
a small-looking glass from the boatman. I am not
very beautiful at the best of times, but I don't
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remember, 1n all my wanderings, ever having met
such an unmitagated cutthroat as that looking-glass
showed me A cross breed between a German music
master and & broken-down Itahan organ-grinder,
would be a gentleman of the first water beside what
I was. By the way, can my musical friends explain
why musical genius and a rooted aversion to visiting
the hairdresser generally go hand in glove? After
a large experience of many nations I have come to
the conclusion that the Brtisher, and more especially
the Bntish soldier-officer, 18 the cleanest and best
groomed man on earth. The worst, excepting
perhaps Usbegs and such like people who never
wash, 18 the German musical gemus The Siamese
are openly, and even aggressively, clean; for men,
women, and children bathe three or four times a
day, all 1n “a state of adorable nature,” as Monsieur
deftly puts 1t

‘We had pelting ran for the greater part of most
days, and glad we were to be able to creep into our
snug hittle cabin, and congratulate ourselves that we
were not strugghing across country with our poor old
baggage tats. The mghts were very close and
muggy, and mosquitoes swarmed around us

The boatmen are famous fellows for work: they
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row all day, only knocking off for meals, after
supper do three hours more, starting again at dawn.
The great preponderance of women 18 very remark-
able, more so than in Laos. One sees three women
to one man, and all doing men’s work, rowing boats,
looking after cattle, carrymng water (two kerosine
tmns on a pole banghy-wise). Next mn number to
the women come the Chinamen, who compose
apparently the majonty of inhabitants in the larger
places, they have each two or three Siamese wives.
We have seen no Chinese women south of Kuang
Tung All the boatmen are very skilful in sculling
along therr httle boats and keeping their heads
straight. This seems to be done by dwelling a httle
on the end of the stroke, but 1s done so neatly as to
be 1mperceptable  All row standing, and with therr
faces to the bow

Game of all sorts was singularly scarce We only
saw one flight of teal during the whole of our rver
journey , & few Imperial pigeons were all we bagged.
For something to do, and also to help to clear the
world of monsters, we used to practise flymg shots
at the alligators we passed, and knlled five or six of
them. The boatmen used to cut out their hearts and
hang them up in the bow of the boat, partly for luck
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and partly to scare away any evil-disposed spimts
that might be crusing around at might.

On the eveming of April 30th we reached Phit-
sanalok, a large and comparatively important town

Most of the people seem to be engaged 1n tobacco
cultivation, We saw no cattle, and could get no
meat except pork The banks are too lugh, and the
slope of the mver too shght, to allow of much
ingation. We passed a boatful of very large fish
of every description just caught in a large net We
bought a young salmon for three pice, the larger
ones bemng three annas each.

We had heavy ramn here, the thermometer before
had been 90° to 94° at mdday and 77° at mght;
after ran falling, 1t fell to 88° and 71°,

Phitsanalok 1s a long thin place on the left bank
of the River Me Nan. The houses lie 1n the mdst of
thick fohage, and are closely packed There were
about 200 boats here, mostly inhahited, besides
many floating huts. We saw a great many China-
men here, and all well to do, the best houses,
the largest boats, the fattest pigs, all belonging to
Chmamen, They all have harems of Siamese
women,

Most of the bazaar shops are 1n the boats, only a
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few stalls on the top of the bank. There were
Chinese hiquor-shops, and gambling houses abound as
at Utaradit There are no brndges the whole length
of the nver 'We saw no game with the exception
of one small flight of teal

The country generally 13 open thin forest, with
high reed grass thick in parts and quite level
There are a great number of mango-trees growing
wild on the banks, and we got great quantities of
mangoes very cheap—a laige basket for three annas
To see Judh Bir and Anamas stowing them away
made my stomach ache I sat at my end of the boat
and croaked at them “You will both die of
cholera as sure as eggs is eggs,” but they only
laughed, and laid on with renewed vigour

On the mght of May 3rd we passed the junction
of the Me Nioum and Me Nan Rivers As it will be
remembered, we had followed the former for about
100 miles from 1ts source, in an earher part of our
journey. It had been running parallel to us all
along, it is one of the three great rvers which drain
the central portion of Siam from 1ts northern borders
to the sea Our boatman told us that it was as
large and navigable as the Me Nan which we
‘were descending
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Next day we reached Paknampho, on 4th of May,
a large and important town at the junction of the
Me Ping (the Zimmé) River with the Me Nan.

The Me Ping rushes in with great force, but looks
small and insignificant, more hke a large mill-stream
than the end of a big nver. Of the two the Me
Nan is larger, deeper, and more navigable It is
strange that it is not better known and more used.
‘We saw no signs of wrrigation cuts off the river

Paknampho is built along either banks of both
nivers, the town bemng nearly entirely confined to the
river banks either on land or floating huts  There is
a post office as well as a telegraph office here, the
mam telegraph lme to Zimmé crossing the mver
below.

In the lower reaches of the river we found the
greatest difficulty mn getting the bare necessities of
Iife in the way of food. We were closing down on
the regions of civihization and the tracks of the
inevitable white man, Above, in the wild countries,
where few if any white men had penetrated
before us, we met with nothing but kindness and
hospitality, and I trust most sincerely we never did
anything to make the paths of our successors thorny.
Certamnly we made a point of always making our-
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selves popular with our hosts, and I really hope
succeeded. I can’t write too strongly against the
blustering, bullying cad of an Englishman (or other
foreigner), who, passing through a vurgin country,
prostitutes and disgraces the name and reputation of
the white man If the first white man a barbaman
sees and meets 1s a hectoring bully, the impression
is firmly imbedded m s mind that all white men
are hke the first of that race he has had the misfortune
to meet Bullymng and hectoring seem to be indulged
in mostly by qute the most contemptible of our
race A man who 18 hke a tame cat 1 is dealings
with his white fellow-creatures takes a delight in
lording 1t over any weaker vessels that, he may find
amongst weaker nations Of course there are times
when the temper of the best of men, perhaps sorely
tried by hunger and privations, will break out a
Iittle, under excessive provocation That happens
once in & way and is over and done for, whilst the
weak man blusters with every one he thinks will
stand it from him. It 18 difficult to explan why,
but certainly 1t is 1mpossible not to notice the de-
grading effect Western civilization has on Orientals,
Look at the Bengali Babu, the highest intellectual
outcome of our enlightened rule; 18 it possible in
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any nation to find such a contemptible character? A
quantity of half-digested Western notions, congealed
together in a mass of inert fat, neither a physical
nor an intellectual success, whose sole redeemng
pomt is a sort of selfish industry, which, by the
way, was hus before we ever knew nm  So 1 Siam,
up north, away from civihzation, 1t 18 1mpossible to
imagine a more gemal, hospitable, and thoroughly
pleasant; race to travel amongst Down south there
is no geniality, no hospitahity, a surly, sulky people,
not fit to hold a candle to their northern brethren.
No doubt 1t 18 our mission to colomze and civihize;
but somehow we don’t go the nght way about 1t—too
much of “the Bible in one hand and a six shooter in
the other ” kind of policy perhaps

As we progressed, the river constantly split up imnto
many channels, which rejoined agamn lower down.
Many large and flourishing towns were passed , in fact
during the last two days before reaching Bangkok
both banks of the river were lined with an almost
continuous succession of houses

The man of Siam is essentially a man of hats—
hats manifold of all sorts, sizes, and shapes, ranging
from Mr Chnstie’s felt billycock down to the grass-
thatched roof of local manufacture No man or
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woman, however poor they may be, is without a hat
of some description, though the rest of thewr costume
may consist only of a string tied round the waist.
The captamn of my boat, for instance, wore by turns
two very elegant felt hats, one white and the other
brown, both made by Mr Chnstie of London, each
having cost at least Rs 6 The rest of s attire
being a small lom-cloth, the fout ensemble was very
chaste and pleasing The chimney-pot' hat of my
nation was the only hat known to civilized man
which was not represented  Another form of dandy-
18m 18 the cultivation of the finger-nails to quite
an appalling length I measured one gentleman’s
middle finger-nail, and found 1t 2} mches long (this
18 not a fable) This emmently satisfactory result
can of course only be obtained after months, perhaps
years, of careful cultavation, during which period
sufficient soil for a far-sized cabbage garden 1s
gradually accumulated.

‘We reached Bangkok on May 9th, having been
twelve days making the river voyage from Utaradit
‘We rowed straight to the Bnitish Consulate, which 1s
situated on the water's edge, to get letters and news
Mr E B Gould, who was kindness and hospitahity
personfied, very kindly offered to put us up. I

K
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shall never quite forget that first most delicious
bottle of beer and tempting dmner after foeding for
months on garbage, and drmnking nothing but the
goor* and water of affiction. To hear my native
tongue agam, the Consul’'s improving conversation,
and the Doctor’s amusing stories really was too
Jolly for words Siam certamnly must agree with
the white man, for I am sure no country could
produce better fellows than Mr. Gould, Dr. Cheek,
and half-a-dozen others of the real mght sort I
feel quite mchned to go and be a General m the
Siamese Army, though perhaps on second thoughts I
had better not after that fiery article of mine in the
Bombay Qazettet The King would perhaps cut off
my head, or quahfy me for the charge of two or
three hundred of his Queens,

The people of Siam are 1n character inferior to the
Laos The men dmnk, gamble, and sleep, all the
work, except ploughing, being done by women. As
an 1nstance of the different code of morals, it may be
mentioned that whereas m Laos you may turn your
elephant, buffaloes, pomes adnft to graze, and they
are as safe as in a stable, in Siam they would be

* Coarse sugar.

} Pitching mto somethng that did not seem fair play to me,
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immediately stolen. The penalty for theft m both
ahke 13 death—n Laos a stern reality, in Siam a
fiction. It sounds rather a bloody code, and is 8o m
theory, but in practice the very seventy of the law is
its own salvation, and no man breaks it, Theft may
be considered an unknown crime 1n Laos. Another
form of theft, and a most glarng and impudent one,
is the theft of hats off the heads of people as they
drive past The pomes are very small, and the
carnages the same, so that a man runmmng up from
behind can snatch off your hat, and dart down a by-
street before you can pull up. There 18 not much
competition for my hat, I notace, and I do not intend
to get a new one here The whole trade 1s n the
hands of Chinamen, and one cannot sufficiently
admire 1he adimrable working quahties of this race
They turn their hands to anything and everything,
and their diligence and industry 18 wonderful One
Chinaman’s work 1s considered equal to that of four
Siamese The Siamese make very indifferent servants,
and have no knowledge of cookery

As 1 Laos, the Siamese cremate their dead except
m cases of violent death We wismited the pubhe
cremating ground, and a more revolting spectacle 1t
would be difficult to 1magine.

- 0
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The place 18 1n the heart of the city, surrounded by
a high wall. On entermg, two or three corpses, on
brick fire rests, are seen opposite, slowly burning.
Around are several long open sheds In these were
piled up hundreds of boxes of all sorts and sizes,
looking hike the brickyard of any dry goods man’s
store I asked what they were, thinking they were
merely old wood used in cremating To my horror
the gentleman answered, they were full of corpses
m various states of decomposition People bring
them here and store them until they have money
enough to burn them Sometimes this 18 never
achieved, as one or two shattered old boxes, with
skeletons dropping out of them, sufficiently testafied.
Of course the stench was overpo;vermg But this was
not the worst If & prsoner dies and has no friends
to burn him, hus body 18 thrown out into a brick-
yard made for the purpose, and there left for the
vultures to consume

In this yard were the remans of many hundred
corpses, all presenting the most sickening spectacle

As we entered, the vultures flapped lazly to one
side, and & httle child ran laughing up to us and
asked for bucksheesh, and on looking round we saw
other children playmng about utterly oblivious to the
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awful scene around them. Such 18 the effect of habit
on humamty A famihanty with vice, crime, or
barbanty deadens the better feelings, and lowers us
to the level of the beasts Such 1s the poor man’s
and the criminal’s funeral.

From here we went to the King’s relation’s funeral,
and the contrast was tremendous There, an enor-
mous wat, or bulding covered with gold, had been
raised over the body, 1t was a spacious building
covering a couple of acres of ground, the structure
erected temporanly, and which will be pulled down
when the ceremony 1s completed The King himself,
with all lus army and nobles, was present

The kingdom of Siam forms the greater portion of
the Indo-Chinese Peninsula, and lies between Burmah
and the French possessions of Annam and Tonqun.
It 18 an idependent country, governed by a despotic
monarch, which has of late years drawn to itself
the attention of the great Western Powers by 1ts
apparently simcere endeavours to raise itself to the
level of Western civilization,

How far these endeavours have succeeded will be
seen later,, at present the chief result seems to have
been to attract the unwelcome attentions of one if
not both of 1ts two great and powerful neighbours,
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to each of whom the gentle flutterings of 1ts monare
towards civihzation has made apparent the golden
future in store for that nation which shall bring Siam
under its civilizing power.

A country mhabited by a docile and easily governed
race, drained by great and nawigable rivers which
flow through almost inexhaustible teak forests, and
immense tracts of mce and tobacco—a country
having a chmate salubrious when compared with
that of other Eastern lands, and a sl capable of
raising the richest crops, with its sapphire and
ruby mines, iron and copper, silver and coal—
it bids fair to become a very Eldorado to that
enterprising and energetic nation which 1s bold
enough to take 1t

The Siamese pohcy is to pose as the “promising
child” of the East, the plucky little kingdom which
is strugghng far ahead ofjits neighbours out of the
black slough of barbanty. That extremely infec-
tious and unwholesome disease called love of noto-
riety, for which the only soothing medicme 18 a
“newspaper notice,” has reached this far-away spot.
The King of Siam is as pleased or otherwise with
a newspaper paragraph concerning himself as any
lady of the corps de ballet
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The whole of s civilization 18 really a very
hollow sham, got up especially for newspaper no-
tices, and through the newspapers making & bid for
European notormety. We are quite surprnsed when
we first hear that the King of Siam has an army,
dressed and equipped like Europeans, and officered
by European officers, a small navy of Enghsh-built
men-of-war, a police force, postal and telegraph
services, and a local comnage, an English chaplan,
barrister, and doctor on his personal staff But
when we come to examime more closely these signs
of civihzation, we find that the army 18 a mere
rabble, very mefficient, and utterly unfit to cope
with the worst regular troops in Asa; the ships
of the navy so completely rotten that 1t 1s only with
constant tinkering that they are prevented from
ginking at therr moorings The police force, like
the rest, is an agreeable farce got up for the edifi-
cation of foreign newswriters. The postal arrange-
ments are most dilatory and unsafe And finally we
see the chaplain, barmster, and doctor drawing therr
pay (much in arrears) and helpmng to swell the
magnificent fraud.

I think the King of Siam and his more enlightened
advisers are fully aware that their kingdom exists
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only on sufferance, They fully understand that
their country 18 a Naboth’s vineyard to one great
nation, the French and another, the Enghsh, though
not desirous 1tself of annexing Siam, would rather do
g0 than see 1t 1n the hands of the French. The King,
when asked, “ Are you not afraid of these two power-
ful neighbours who are threatemng you on either
side? Why do you not ncrease your army and
navy, and 1mport more European officers to increase
therr efficiency ?” rephes quite candidly, “If I was
fo turn every man in my kingdom mto a soldier and
arm them with the best of weapons, even then I
could not hope to cope with either of these great
Western nations why therefore should I spend
money on a useless pageantry ?”

This gaves the King’s whole policy 1n a nutshell—a
pohicy played with such success by small and com-
paratively weak nations constantly throughout the
hustory of the world. 1t 18 a policy which, by dis-
creetly playmg off one powerful neighbour aganst
another, secures a safety and independence for the
weaker State which the largest armaments 1t could
raise would be unable to procure for 1it, As Swatzer-
land 18 to Germany, Austra, and France, as Belgium
is to Germany, France, and England,—so 1s Siam to
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England, France, and China m the East. This the
King of Siam has been sharp enough to see. He
looks on the Englsh as the most powerful nation
in the East, the most powerful friend, and the most
powerful enemy From lns standpomnt, that of a
kang who lives on sufferance, lus natyral leamngs
are therefore decidedly Britishwards, perhaps from
mchnation, more probably from pohcy We can
understand 1t bemng difficult to regard with un-
mixed frendship a comparatively ommipotent neigh-
bour at whose tender mercy one’s country lies

A wvisit to Bangkok at once proclamms to the
traveller the preponderance of British influence
Half the European residents are Enghsh, shop-
men have thewr signboards pamnted in Enghsh,
Enghsh 1s the language of the Telegraph Depart-
ment, and the Siamese postage stamps and comnage
have Enghsh inscmiptions The pubhe bwldings
have their names engraved m Enghsh above the
portals In fact, to the casual observer, Bangkok
appears as much Enghsh as Aden. From a British
powmnt of view these proclivities are most encouraging

As for the French, by their aggressive policy in
Cambodia and Annam they have, temporanly at
least, completely rumed their own prospects mn Siam,
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At first the King of Siam welcomed the advent of a
nval Western nation in Cochin China as a possible
ally against the Enghsh, whose earlier conquests 1n
Burmah and the Malay Peninsula were sufficient
to raise a feehng of insecurty and distrust. The
French, with inexcusable want of foremght, failed to
grasp the situation, Instead of at once assuming the
rdle of a great protecting Power, and thereby making
French influence paramount at Bangkok, they pro-
ceeded to rob the King of Siam of part of s kingdom,
with the natural result of throwing hum into the
arms of the Enghsh.

In making this comparison it must not, however,
be forgotten that though at this moment Enghsh
customs and Enghsh counsels predominate, yet the
Siamese, with excusable forethought, still keep on
such a footing with the French, that, practising on
the well-known nvalry between the two nations, they
could at once summon them to their axd if offered
violence by England To the Enghsh the King says,
“ Hands off, or I shall call in the French;” and to
the French, “Don’t try me too far, or I shall get the
Enghsh to intervene” Practising this policy, he
hopes to live in peace and happiness, troubled by
no foreign cares, unburdened with an army or navy—
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a typical Eastern monarch (in a swallow-tailed coat
and top hat), with lus 800 wives and plenty of
loose cash to jingle mn his pocket,

The Chinese question, though dwarfed in the
Siamese mind before the more 1mminent and deadly
dangers which threaten their country from east
and west, 18 nevertheless hikely mn the long run to
become the greatest source of disquietude to them.
It at once strikes a stranger 1n Bangkok, and also in
a gradually dimimishing degree as he moves north-
ward, what an enormous hold the Chinese have on
the country. Apparently the whole business and
commerce of the country is in the hands of the
Chuinese, and we may look to this hardy and indus~
trious race for the further development of its re-
gources The Siamese themselves seem to have
nothing higher than a twopenny-halfpenny idea of
commerce ; they do no trade on any large scale as
far as I could see Perhaps this is not altogether
from inaptitude, but it 18 possible that their com-
mercial aspirations have been mpped 1n the bud by
the frost of oppression. No ordinary man dare
appear rich, for fear of falling a prey to the local
vulture who calls himself a Prince, and wears violet-
coloured silk stockings and a black “bowler” hat
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Thas 18 all very prosy and dry, and I for one am
qute sick of it, let us return to the realms of
comedy, let us look at the Siamese Army

A parade1s ordered of the Royal Horse Guards, num-
bering sixty troopers in all, mounted for the most part
on large, straggly-looking Walers, with a few twelve-
hand Burmese ponies thrown 1 by way of contrast
Let us drop 1n and enficize them 1 a friendly way
The first person to appear on the parade-ground 1s a
solitary horseman he 18 clad more or less hike an
Enghsh Iife Guardsman, but has left his boots at
home, apparently the more effectually to exhibit a
very mce pair of blue stockings with white toes
On closer mspection he proves to be the trumpeter,
about to summon his biave comrades to the field of
action Now whether he was suddenly fired with
martial ardour at the sight of two foreigners, or what,
has never been ascertained, but at any rate he pulled
up, and, with the utmost recklessness, commenced
blowing on his mstrument the local “to boots and
saddles” Before two notes of the clarion trumpet had
rung on the stall air our 1mpetuous friend was lying
on the broad of his back n the middle of the road, with
hus fiery steed standing by and looking down on him
with rather a deprecatory awr, Durng the rest of
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the manceuvres our gallant friend the trumpeter,
when the stern call of duty required that he should
blow a “call,” mvanably dismounted and handed
over his steed to a pal in the crowd to hold whilst he
performed.

Shortly after, the mamn body of the Royal Horse
Guards arnved, and a very dashing-looking set of
fellows they were, each and all sitting their horses
hike Centaurs, so long as no disturbing influences
were brought to bear on them. The first disturbing
mfluence occurred all too soon 1t was the “Royal
Salute,” which was fired on the approach of the King
The first gun was the signal for those Royal Horse
Guardsmen who were discreetly minded 1mmediately
to dismount and hold their horses; and those who
were not so mmded were mnstantly and violently
hurled to the ground by their proud coursers

In the mfantry, the Siamese officers furmshed the
ludicrous element to the parade. All the officers, we
were told, were Princes of high rank - there seemed
to be about one Prince to every six men, though of
course this 18 hardly a matter of astomshment when
we consider that off and on there are 800 Queens
They (the Princes) armved in dnblets, some fully
equipped, some dressed m a tunic dhota and lavender-
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coloured stockings, and some i the mufta of their
nation The latter two parties changed into the
imposing umform of their regiment on and about the
parade One old gentleman, whose servant had
arnved before im with his umform, mght be seen
strugghng mto a pair of gold-laced trousers on the
parade-ground, at the same time exhorting his men
with great vigour to “order arms,” “pile arms,”
etc During off moments m the course of the
manceuvres the army falls out and goes to an outdoor
theatre close by, on the boards of which a seemingly
never-ending play 1s kept going for the benefit of the
Licentious soldiery

The police force is under the command of an
Enghshman who rejoices 1n the modest Siamese
name of Hluang Rathyadbipatabamija. Three Euro-
pean and five Siamese inspectors assist him to
support this tatle. The force 18 supposed to consst
of about 300 men, & large majority of whom are
old and decreprd. The umform consists of a dark
blue cotton coat and trousers, encircled by a black
belt furmshed with the orthodox truncheon, a sou’-
westerish-looking solah topee, covered with black
ouskin, completes the outfit. The general effect 1s
distinetly ludierous, and I serously annoyed several
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guardians of the peace by falling into dangerously
apoplectic fits of laughter when I suddenly encoun-
tered one of these fosmls at & sharp corner of the
street.

There is a tax on almost everything, down to fish-
hooks and the fish caught with them These taxes
are farmed out almost entirely to Chinamen, which
means that the Chinaman pays down a lump sum to
the Treasury and then proceeds to squeeze double
that sum out of the people. Indeed, one case came
to our notice 1n which a Chinaman bought the tax
on bamboos for Rs 6000, and succeeded 1n wringing
Rs 65,000 out of the people! This was a tax on the
bamboo, which grows hike a weed all over Siam, and
is the staff of ife to the natives.

The gentleman who mtroduced this form of torture
certamnly deserves the sincerest thanks of the
Treasury

The bamboo 18 certamnly the staff of hfe to the
forester, Its uses are almost numberless I have
come across it in the following forms. My ele-
phant’s pad and howdahs are made of 1t

By cutting a good thick bamboo, so that one of
the rims comes at the bottom, an excellent water-
bucket is formed
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In wild villages the whole house is bwlt of bam-
boo, walls and roofs all bemng of bamboo flattened
out mto planks

Strips of bamboo are used instead of ropes, and
act admirably

The elephant and bullock bells are of bamboo

One carmes no tent poles, each camp affording 1ts
own bamboos, light, strong, and cut down with two
blows of a “dah ;” tent pegs also

The leaf 18 a nutrtious, healthy food for horses
and mules, they eat 1t greedily, The strippings of
your tent-poles feed your horses For horse bedding
this 18 also used

At each halting-place the Chinese and Shans run
up 1n a few minutes strong pens for therr pack
ammals, all of bamboo—upnghts, bars, and fasten-
mgs All these and many more are the uses of the
bamboo 1 the forest, besides the numerocus uses 1t
is put to m civilized parts by skilled workmen

As every one knows, it 18 almost 1mpossible 1n the
Siamese chimate to destroy a clump of bamboos Cut
them down, dig them up by the roots, burn them,
do anything you lke, and before the next rans are
half-way through, your clump will have sprouted
up agam It speaks volumes for the dotibty of
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the people, that the Chinaman, a foreigner, can,
without any assistance, active or passive, from the
police or magistrates, go round and collect lus taxes
himself Perhaps dociity is hardly the word to
give to this trat in their character—it is more
nearly apathy, the outcome of generations of tyranny
on a race of slaves

The greatest source of revenue 1s, we heard,
denved from gamblhing-house hicences In Bangkok
every third house in the city 1s a gambling-house,
the other two being a pawnbroker’s and a brothel

Gambling 1s universal amongst all classes, men
and women, and every species 18 resorted to The
more sporting confine themselves to cock-fighting,
fish-fighting, and cockchafer-fighting The latter
two are novel

The fish-fighting 18 a pretty sight, the httle
fellows changing colour constantly, charging and
tearing each other’s fins with the greatest ferocity

‘When one of the belligerents has had enough of 1t
he turns a leaden colour, and flees round and round
the tank followed by his victorious friend

Cockchafer-fighting 18 & very curous sight 1
came across & Chinaman choosing a good pair out

of a lot which a girl was carrymg round for sale
L



146 On a Burmese Tal.

The two pugilists were put into a round tan basin,
which had two cross stacks wedged in across the top.
On the cross was placed a small box with an
entrance to it. The cockchafer that drove his
opponent mto this box was considered the victor
They both required a good deal of poking up, and
the sport rather palled on one after an hour or two.
The post office 18 a new toy of the King’s, and
can hardly be considered a really efficient service.
The opening of the local postal service in Bangkok
was a tremendous success, the lower classes at
once discovering a Heaven-sent method of most
effectually and securely annoymg thewr rulers
Consequently every man of any position or mark
wes daly assailed by bundles of anonymous post-
cards and letters, each and all couched m the most
opprobrious terms which envy and malice combined,
with a feeling of safety from discovery, could dictate.
The emiment recipients of these mussives very
naturally conceived a deadly hatred against the
mnovator of their woes, the Postal Department, and
there 18 no doubt that its days would have been
numbered then and there with a nation more
prompt in action Delay fortunately mn this case
brought relief, for the wrnters finding their attacks
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did no harm to any one else, and themselves no good,
gradually ceased from troubling, and the Postal
Department pursues the even tenor of its way.

I think Siam may be considered one of the worst
countries 1n the East from a sporting pomnt of view.
We travelled over some 1800 miles of country;
sometimes through dense hlly forest, sometimes
across open level grassy plamns, and sometimes by
boat along magnificent mvers, and yet we saw no
game or even tracks of any game A hare was the
largest wild beast we came across, and only one of
him, we also had the good fortune to encounter one
partridge and two bush quail. Finally, during a 500-
mile nver journey we saw only one sohtary fight of
teal Ths seems strange, for the greater part of our
Journey was through a virgin country which had
never been shot over, and as a rule 1n such coun-
tries ammal hfe, both sporting and otherwise,
abounds Before starting I had visions of rhinoceros
simply jostling each other and asking to be shot,
tigers and leopards mn such numbers that I should
get qute blasé about shooting anything under 13 ft.
in length , and as for all the smaller kinds of game,
both fourfooted and winged, that they would st
about in large numbers on the muzzle of my gun,

L2
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all competing for the pleasure of supplymng my cook
with succulent morsels To tackle all this game,
we took a large magazine of firearms and enough
ammunition to assault a town with It can easly
be imagined then how gruesome we felt after these
high hopes having to live for days together on green
parrots, with an occasional dove thrown in for a
luxury. The craft and subtlety with which Judh
Bir used to stalk a dove would have been quite
amusing, 1if I had not been 1 an agony of fear lest
he should miss 1t and leave me dinnerless He very
seldom did, I must say, for he used to crawl on the
pit of his stomach till he got the gun well up against
his victim, and then pulled the tmgger

In some parts the Impernal pigeon, a magmficent
bird weighing as much as an Indian fowl, was farly
plentiful, but s skin was as thick as a dogskm
glove, and nothing under a Gathng gun would bring
him down

Taken as a whole the climate of Siam may be
considered decidedly good for an Eastern country
Throughout the hottest weather, 2 ¢ 1 March, Apnl,
and May, we marched all day, and though 1t could
hardly be called pleasant, yet there was no serious
hardship m doing so. Except m Bangkok, the mights
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were cool and refreshing everywhere; and save on
the rvers, mosquitoes and sandflies wonderfully
scarce The ramns, which last from Apnl to Sep-
tember or October, are not unhealthy, but after that,
to the end of December, 1s the sickly season caused
by the drymg up of the country The healthiest
months are January, February, and March.

After a week's stay at Bangkok in Mr. Gould’s
hospitable house, we got & pessage m a hormd lttle
ship, and started for Singapore I have travelled in
all sorts of shups, from the lordly “Trooper” down
to a collier m the Red Sea, but I never was quite so
uncomfortable as I was on that vessel. Pigs I don’t
mind, nor sheep, nor camels, but I do object to being
unceremomously kicked out of bed by a crowd of
cockchafers, my own private bunk too, and for
which I had paid 50 dollars We must have been
carrying a cargo of sugar, I think, and there wasn’t
enough of 1t for all of them The run to Singapore
takes a couple of days. There we put up at the
Hotel de I'Europe, one of the worst and dearest any-
where 1 the East I probably should not make that
last remark 1f I thereby thought I should injure the
custom of the hotel; I couldn’t do that though, for
there 18 no rival hotel, and the traveller must
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perforce, be it good or be it bad, go to this ome.
Mr. Sugden, of the Borneo Company, very kindly
put me up for the club, which I entered with a
good deal of trepidation, for I certainly was a most
disreputable-looking object, in spite of some very
elegant clothes I had bought at a marine pawn-
broker’s at Bangkok, The hall porter manifestly
viewed me with suspicion, and trembled for the
portable plate of the club, I forget its name, but
it 18 & most comfortable and hospitable one, and the
short drinks are beyond all praise. If I might place
one before another, my verdict is in favour of the
whisky cocktail.

My babiliments certainly must have been most
uncouth, as was brought home to me very forcibly by
my landlord at the hotel, himself most accurately
attired in the best fitting of clothes After dnner I
was sitting outside smoking, and thinking how jolly
the stars looked, and how exceedingly glad I was to
be well on my way home; and after the manner of
subalterns rather wondering if a certamn pair of blue
eyes was also gazing at the stars, or whether, on the
contrary, they were gazing fondly on the hated rival,
when the landlord strolled up and began to talk to
me. He evidently had grave doubts about my
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ability to square his account, and came to pun;p me
accordmgly, I suppose. These I managed to quell, and
then he made the remark about my outer man,
which is alluded to above Mentioning a tight-rope
performance that was then in progress at the Town
Hall close by, he said, “I don’t think they would let
you in as you are, but 1f I lend you an old coat I am
sure they would admit you into the gallery!”

At Singapore we parted company with Ananias,
who was to go by a separate slup to Moulmein, us
home Since our 1eturn to civilized parts, I had seen
httle or nothing of Anamaes, s time being occupied
m notousness and drunkenness, to make up for
months of enforced abstinence. He wasn’t a bad
fellow on the whole, and had certamnly shown
wonderful staying powers To my everlasting credat
be 1t related that I never whacked him once, though
at times he had driven me to the verge of desperation,

Judh Bir and I embarked on a ship with & Chinese
name, and a captain who led us to beheve that he
was a great favourite with the ladies. However,
spite of these drawbacks, we reached Calcutta quite
gafely and our long journey was over.

In conclusion, I should like to apologise to any
stray mndividual who has been kind enough to
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struggle through this book, for having afflicted a
long-suffering public with 1t at all. It wasn’t my
fault n the least—I was egged on and intimidated
mto writing 1t by my old governor, whom I hereby
deliberately hand over to the popular fury



( 153 )

APPENDIX.

HINTS TO TRAVELLERS IN SIAM

S1AM may be brefly described as a country covered
with immense forests and divaided longitudimally by
four large and navigable rivers The northern and
western portions are covered by masses of forest-clad
hills, and these tail off into the plans of the eastern
and southern parts

For the traveller by land there are five means
of transport available, viz by hired elephants,
bullocks, coolies or carts, or by purchased mules
and pomes. The most usual form of transport used
by travellers m Siam 18 the elephant, It has many
advantages and several disadvantages The former
are, its capacity for pushing 1its way through the
densest jungle, fording mvers impassable for other
animals, requiring no grain and finding all its grazing
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off the forest boughs; 1t can also be quickly and
easily loaded and unloaded The disadvantages are
its slowness, its tamidity and proneness to panic,
especially at the sight of a horse, and the smallness
of 1ts howdah, which only admits of a very small
load 1n actual bulk bewng carmed

In favour of bullock carmage I know nothing
except that large numbers of hullocks are easly
hired Aganst them there 18 every objection, they
are very slow, easily stampeded when loaded or
otherwise, require grain, and half the day has to
be wasted whilst they graze

My only expemence of coolie transport was from
Tokhan to Zimmé, when I hired men from each
village to carry my baggage a few mles, This was
very unsetisfactory, very expensive, and full of
delays, Better than this would be to hire Kamoos
(a bhardy race mmhabiting the northern hlls and
having many of the characteristics of the Hazaras)
by the month at Rs 8 or Rs 9 Kamoos may be
met 1n gangs all over the northern and central parts
of Siam, and at large places hke Zimmé and Muang
Nan could be readily engaged. Agamst all coole
transport 18 the same objection, that is, the addition
of a large number of extra human mouths to feed.
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Bullock carts are used m all the southern and
eastern parts of Siam, and are an excellent form of
transport, care being taken to engage them for the
trip and not by the stage In the northern parts
carts are unknown, and there are no tracks broad
enough for wheeled traffic.,

Siam is singularly destitute of mules and ponies*
throughout the land, except actually mn Bangkok or
Zimmé, 1t 18 the rarest thing to see & pony of any
sort, and then only wretched weedy little rats about
twelve hands gh, who pick up a precarious hving
in the gutters The only places where pomes and
mules fit for transport are purchasable are at
Bangkok and the large towns on the main trade
route between Yunnan and Moulmem, viz, Kiang
Hai, Zimmé, Muang Haut, and Rahang—at these
latter places only from passing Yunnan or Shan
traders, There 18 no sale for pomes or mules
Siam, and therefore no one breeds them: all, or
nearly all, we saw were on therr way through to
the Moulmein and Rangoon markets

The traveller who starts from any point in Burmah
should certanly buy mules or pomes there for his
baggage, unless time is no object and he can afford
to saunter along with hired elephants, Agamst all
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hired carrage the same objection holds good 1n
Siam, viz the constant and irmtating delays which
the traveller 1s subject to in effecting an exchange
of ammals Owners will not as a rule take their
animals for more than one or two stages, and at
the end of their beat depost, your baggage on the
ground and depart (paid or not paid), leaving you
to make the best arrangements you can for securing
a new set of ammals A traveller may in this way
be stranded for weeks i an out-of-the-way willage,
unable to progress for want of carmage In fact, the
French Consul on lus way to Luang Prabang was
detained for nearly three months 1n Zimmé, waiting
for elephants this even though he had orders i
wnting from the Supreme Government directang that
he should be supplied on demand with what carmage
he wanted

It 18 therefore advisable to be i the matter of
carmage entirely independent of the country. I
know there are many and almost insuperable dis-
advantages against an ordinary civihan using mule
or pony transport. He may know nothmng about
therr feed and keep; he may be ignorant of the
elements of loading pack amimals ; he may be unable
to shoe a pony, unable to prevent sore backs or
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cure them when made. There 1s not a shoeing smith
or even shoe 1n the land, out of Bangkok and Zimmé.
So that I do not advise the ordnary civihan to
dabble in mules or pomes, but the expemenced
traveller should certanly use them All horse
soldiers and many fopt soldiers know enough about
this form of transport to get along fast and well
with 1t In other parts of this book will be found
our varied experiences 1n the transport hine, I will
not therefore dilate further on the subject, but refer
the reader to them, m the hopes he may pick up a
few wrinkles useful to nm 1f he follows 1n our steps,

The traveller by water will find no difficulty 1n
finding swtable boats and prosecuting ls journey as
far north as Zimmé on the Me Ping River, Muang
Phé on the Me Nioum River, Utaradit on the Me
Nan Raver, and Kiangtsen on the Cambodia River
Travellng by this mode can be made most luxurious
and comfortable, its drawbacks are the excessive
monotony of the journey, and one gets no view of
the surrounding country owing to the height of the
forest-covered banks; for the most part it 18 like
dnving along a very pretty but very monoténous
avenue.

The best body servant for a stranger to have in
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Siam is & Chmmaman who can speak Laos and
English, A Chinaman can turn his hands to any-
thing ; and if not already a cook, will very soon pick
up sufficient of the culinary art to make the traveller
fairly comfortable in that respect. In this way 1t 18
possible to combme in the person of one man an
interpreter, a valet, and a cook. Such a man's pay
might be as much as 40 dollars or Rs. 100 a
month, but I have heard of good servants bemng
engaged as low as at half that price. It 18 almost
mmpossible to find a natave of the country who knows
anything about groom’s work, or the keep and feed
and loading of pack animals If possible, therefore,
the traveller who intends using mules or pomes
should engage Indian Mussulman muleteers 1n India
or Rangoon, and take them on with him

'We had endless troublein this way, engaging stray
Shans to help look after the pomes, They knew
nothing about the work, and looked on a pony as a
wild and untamable beast. By the time they had
learnt a httle of thexr work they got sick of 1t, and
took their discharge The simplest way 1s to get
mules, fully-equipped drivers and all from Moulmein
or Rangoon. If the traveller intends making double
marches, as we did all through, his mule loads must
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not on any account be over 160 lbs., and all long
artacles, such as tent poles and bed poles, must be
eradicated from them

The Siamese and Laos make very inferior servents,
and should only be engaged as a last resource, and
used chiefly for foraging, gmding, and nterpreting.
Better than these 18 a Madrass1 or Mussulman
servant. I used to hate Ananias, my Madrassi cook-
boy, with an all-abiding hatred very often, but now
I come to look back on his performances, I must
confess that they were most creditable, and I am
afraid Judh Bir and I were rather hard on him for
showing the white feather so glaringly when there
was any danger They tell me that even the most
martial of Madrassis are not particularly fond of
wading about 1 gore, and therefore we ought not to
have expected an overwhelming show of courage m a
poor cook-boy

Traveling by boat one need stnt oneself in
nothing ; with a little forethought and management 1t
18 possible to live as comfortably on board a Siamese
boat as m one’s own mess. The same apphes m a
lesser degree when employmng carts. With pack
ammals the case is very different, and considerable
ingenuity is requred in collecting such stores as
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will furnish the maximum of nourishment with the
mimmum of weight and bulk. These we found to be—
tablets of dried and compressed soup, Canadian
tinned beef, cocoa, tea, and whisky ; the amount of
each bemng of course calculated according to the
amount of carmage available, gnd the period for
which they are mtended to last Living rather low,
we found that the above stores Jasted one person as
follows —A soup tablet, six days, a tin of beef, four
days; a small tin of cocoa, ten days, one Ib of tea,
fifteen days, one bottle of whisky, twelve days

Tents as used mn India are unnecessary in Siam,
a single sheet of American dnll with eyelet holes at
the corners being quite sufficient protection from the
dew, and the forest trees afford ample shelter from the
sun  No tent poles need be carried, bamboos bemng
found everywhere, and are easmly cut down and
utilized as tent poles We carried one of these tent
d’abrs with us, but only pitched 1t about half-a-dozen
tames, a large tree or waterproof sheet thrown
over a trestle being used mstead to keep off the dew.
At all wllages the traveller will find a welcome and
shelter 1n the guest house which 1s attached to every
village temple

A camp bed should always be carred, the long
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poles having hinges in the middle A Warren's
cooking pot is the best utensil to take if your cook is
8 Chinaman, or ordinary up-country degchies for an
Indian cook. The temperature varies greatly in
different parts of Siam. In the north the nights
and early mormngs, during the winter months, are
hitterly cold, and the days bright and just com-
fortably warm. Further south the greater part of
the year is mowst and muggy, and the nights even
at their coldest only just chlly Vary though it
does, the chmate of Siam runs to none of the great
extremes to be found in India. The heat 18 never
the heat of the Punjab, and the cold never that of
Peshawur in mid-winter In the way of clothing,
therefore, a good even all-round kit will be found
most serviceable—not too hot and not too cold.
Serge, for instance, is more or less suitable at all
seasons, A plentiful supply of boots should be
carried, as none are procurable in the country, leather
being apparently unused and almost unknown.
For bedding three blankets and a waterproof sheet
ought to be found sufficient in any part at all
seasons. A stout waterproof great-coat should also
be taken.

The best months for travelling in Siam, as far

M
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as chimate and healthiness are concemned, are the
months of January, February, March, and Apnl
During the rans, which last from May to Septem-
ber, land travellng 1s almost impossible October,
November, and part of December very unhealthy,
and malanous fevers are everywhere nfe

All medicines should be carmed in the form of
gelatinous-covered pills, bemng more portable and
less hable to damage and loss Qummne, mld
aperient and astringent pills for the mner man, and
vaseline and iodoform for outside sores and wounds,
will be found sufficient medicines for an ordinarily
healthy man,













