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T O
SiIR WILLIAM BAKER, Kot

WILLIAM MABBOT,
AND Efqrs.

JOHN PAYNE,

GENTLEMEN,

HE following fmall Tra&s, in confequence of unpro-
voked injuries, were haftily thrown together, during

the late clamorous difputes between Diretors, Proprietors, and
Candidates for the management of Eaft-India affairs at home
and abroad.— How they came to be fo haftily produced, and
as haftily publithed, it feems requifite I (hould explain a little

more at large.

Ar the beginning of thefe inteftine broils, I was determin-
ed to avoid engaging on either fide; and, to fhun folicitation,
I difpofed of all the ftock I ftood pofiefied of, without retain-
ing as much as might entitle me to a fingle vote ; fo truly de-
firous I was to enjoy in quiet that peaceful retirement, I had

dearly purchafed at the expence of fo many difficulties, mife-
A2 ries.



v DEDICATION

ries, and heavy misfortuncs 2 fell to my lot, while in the fer-
vice of the Company.

Such, I fay, were my refolutions, to which I fhould moﬂ:
ftri&ly have adhered, if I had not found my chara&er ﬁrﬁ in-
dire@ly, afterwards openly attacked, by the bafeft calumnies
which were Jevelled againft me in a manner, fudden, unme-
rited and unexpected.

Unpzr thefe circumftances, there was a neceflity of fpeak-
ing for myfelf, and, which was ftill more unpleafing, I found
myfelf likewife conftrained to enter upon my vindication with-
out delay. — The pungency of thefe accufations— the precipi-
tancy of the times, and a difpofition to take every thing for
granted that was not immediately refuted ; obliged me not on-
ly to difpatch them as quickly as was poffible, but alfo to pro-
duce them in like hurry to the publick eye.

It was from thefe accidents, which I could not either fore-
fee or avoid, that they came into the world not fo well digeft-
ed, and with' much lefs accuracy, than the candid past ‘of man-
kind have a right 4o -expect in every producion that claims
their confideration, and is fubmitted to their judgment.

To the fame- caufes T may very Juﬁly refer thofe errors of
the prefs, which were in fome of them {o numerous as fcarce
3 to
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to leave the fenfe intelligible ; to fay nothing of other miftakes
in orthography and dicion, all arifing from the utter impoffi-
bility of allowing me time requifite to revife and corre@ the
proof {heets,

It is from a juft fenfe of thefe involuntary imperfections,
that I have been led to review, to reform, and to caft into
fomewhat a different fhape, thefe little picces, that were thus
expofed ; and to render them ftill clearer and more fatisfadory,
I have added fome other Tracs, which, however feafonable,
I had not the leifure to prepare, and which, from my obferv-
ing the obfcurity arifing from their omiffion, I conceived it my
duty to add as foon as opportunity would permit.

My narrative of the fatal cataftrophe at Calcutta, and that
unexampled fcene of horror to which fo many fubjeés of Great
Britain were expofed in the prifon of the Black-Hole, has fo
clofe a connetion with one of the pieces that precede it, as
fearce to require an apology for reprinting it in this edition ;
prefixing, as a frontifpigce to the Volume, a Print of the Mo-
nument which I ere@ed, at my own expence, to the memory

of thofe unhappy fufferers.

Many, if not moft of the matters contained in thele fheets,
are to you, Gentlemen, very well known, as having been of-
ten
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ten the fubje of your deliberations; and, therefore, to whom
could I fo properly addrefs them as to yourfelves? — Two of
you firft incited my endeavours, and dire@ed my labours for
the Company’s intereft. — Mr. Payne, with the fame diftin-
guithed zeal, encouraged and fupported them ; a zeal truely
difinterefted, for I was a ftranger to you all; fo that you
could have no motive to the favour you beftowed, and the
protection you fo generoufly afforded me, except the warm
and pure regard which you ever fhewed, rather than profeffed,
for that refpectable body, whofe concerns were then commit-

ted to your care.

You have, Gentlemen, frequently done me the honour to
fay, 1 did not difgrace your patronage, or difappoint your fa-
vourable expectations: to me this was the moft ample re-
ward — but T could not help thinking there yet remained
fomething due on my part ; and that I ought to attempt the
juftifying your choice to the knowing, the ingenuous, and the
judicious world.

Tuis became more efpecially incumbent on me, when I
found Envy and Malice arraign the chara@ter of him, whom
you had efpoufed, and whom you had fo long honoured with
your friendfhip, — This, I thought, I could not better effect
than by publifhing the following Pieces.

Witk
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Wirn all poffible fubmiffion, I lay them in their new drefs
before you, as thereby I am favoured with what I have long
and ardently withed, an opportunity of giving this publick
teftimony of a grateful heart, for the many and repeated proofs
T have received of your refpectable patronage.

I am,

GENTLEMEN,

Mount Felix, Your moft obliged, and
Walton upon Thames,
Ty 3 v764 moft obedient humble fervant,

J. 2. HOLWELL,
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EXPLANATION of certain PERsIAN and
MoorisH Terms in the following Sheets,

A .
'Mdanny and Rufftanmy—Imports and Exports.
A Arzgee—A Petition— Arzdafbt—Idem, pork.
Affammees—~Dealers in dlfferent Branches of Trade:

B.
Banke Bazar—Formerly the Oftend FaQory.
Begum—Princefs—meaning without Care.
Bugey—A Paymafter of Troops.
B fema:—Foot-Soldlers whofe common Arms are Sword and Target

only.
C.

Chowkeys—Guards at the Stairs, or Landing-places.

Chinam—Lime. .

Coffid—A Foot-mefienger, or Poft.

Chubdaar—An Uther.

Cooley—A. Porter.

Chout—A Fourth Part.

A Cofs, or Corfe—A Meafure from two Miles to two Miles and Half,
A Corore of Rupees—An hundred Lack, or one Million Sterling.

D.
Dewan—King's Treafurer.
Dewanny—Superintendancy over the Royal Revenues,
Duffutary—An Impoft of ten per Cent.
Durbar—Court or Council, and fomeumes a Levee only,
Decoyt—A. Robber,
Dummadab— A River,

Fowzdsr—A Military Officer.

Gomaflab—Factor or Agent.
Guwallers—Carriers of Palanquins.
Gunge—Grain-Market. H
Hackeries—Carts or Coaches drawn by Oxen.
Harkamb:—prcs

I’

jalm Nagore—A Village fo called.

Jaggemaut——The Gentoo Pagoda.

Femmautdaar—An Officer of tbc fame Rank wnh the Roman Centurion.,
Az Mackulpa
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M.
Mackulka—An Obligation with a Penalty annexed.
Maonfhee—A Perfian Sccretary.
Mufnud—Throne.
Moores—Writers,
Maund—A grofs Weight between o0 and 8o Pounds,
N,
Negrai—A new Settlement at one of the Pegu Iflands,
Nobut—A Drum, a mark of Royalty affumed by the Subahas of Bengal,
P.
Perwannab—An Order or Command, fometimes a Grant,
Purranea—In the Province of Bengsl; a Nabobfhip fubordinate to the
Suba,
Phirmaund—A Royal Mandate, or‘Gnnt.
Pykes—Ofticers relative to the Service of the Lands.
Ponfways—Guard-Boats.
Podor or Shroff—A Money-changer,
Peons—Infantry,
Pottabs—Grants,
Pondary, Foorea—Farmers diftin¢t Allowances on Grain at the Gange,
R.
Rumnab—Diftri@ for the Royal Game.
S.
Seer, Chetac, Maund—Forty Seer is one Maund, and fixteen Chetac one
Seer.
T.
Telinga—The Carnatic Country on the Coaft of Coromandel.
Tankfal—A Mint for Coinage.
Tanners and Buzbudgea—Forts on the River Ganges.
Tunkabs—Affignments upon Lands.
Tuzfaconna, Ginanab—Wardrobe and Seraglio,
V.
Vagueel—Englith Agent or Refident at the Nabob’s Court,
Vizerut—The Grant for the Vifierthip,
w.
Wazeed—A confiderable Mabometan Merchant who refided at Hougﬁ:y
upon the Ganges.
. z.
Zomin~Groupd—~Zemindacy—Relative to Lands,

AR
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AN

A D DRE S S

TO THE #

ProrrRIETORS of EAsT INDIA STOCK.

GenTrEMEN and LADpies,

or fo defervedly the obje of attention, at this period, as yourfelves :
A firangers to the fecret {prings and workings of the great machine you
are embarked in, you muft be alfo ftrangers to the nature of its defects,
and incapable of applying praper remedics to its irregular, and confequently
deftru&ive motions.

I KNOW not any body of people in the kingdom fo much to be pitied,

Thofe intrufted with the condud of your concerns at home, diftra@t-
ed and_divided in their councils; your Agents abroad, in the fame un-
happy divifions and animofities; a general Court at hand, where it 15 to
be feared, not one in,a hundred of you will be able to form any élear idea
of the matters to be difcuffed : What falutary effes then can be expect-
ed from its refolutions, in your prefent nuinformed fate ?

¥ will not begin fo endlefs a work as the inveftigating, from their ori-
ginal fource, the various combined caufes, which gave nfe to thefe diffen-
tions, as it would anfwer no one ufeful purpofe at prefent: an honeft in-
dignation, and true regard for the welfare of the Company provokes my
pen, to refcue you from impreffions, the beft and moft fenfible arc fome-
times liable to, from mifreprefentation, artful inve@ive, plaufible, fpeci-
ous, though fallacious argument, and cruel infinuation ; enough of thefe
are, at this particular juncture, thrown out to amufe and bhind you, by
fome no better acquainted with the fubjects they write and {peak on, than
moft of yourfelves. The
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The produéions of paltry feriblers are bclo':v mine, and ever{‘ gentle-
man's notice, (fuch as appeared in a late evening paper) but when men
of fenfe, virtue and charaer, and others who have goffc(fed high and
diftingwthed fations and emoluments in your fervice, join the cry, and
help to keep up and increafe this anarchy 1 your affairs, it is time to guard
you, not only againft the venom of their pens, but their tongues allo;

for, from them there may be danger. \

That your affairs have been brought to the brink of ruin, is moft cer-
tan, and poffibly by this me (tho’ God forbid) you may not have a
foot of land, nor a rup® of property, in the three provinces of Bengal;
a difmal and alarming profpeét.—The queftion 15, What is the real and
more immediate caufe of this melancholy fituation? If you hearken to
the prefent torrent of abufe, you will be told, the revolution which de-
pofed Mhir Jaffier Aly Khan, and fet up his fon-in-law, Koflim Aly
Khan, 1n the year 1760, is flained with unparalleled infamy, and is the
caufe of every fubfequent mifchief to you: you are further told, this
change will be explained to you from tbe moff undoubted autborsty, and un-
anfwerable arguments : but nothing of this kind yet appears to enlighten

you,

From another quarter you are informed, your Court of DireQors are
culpable.—Thofe who fhoot in the dark, may fire boldly indeed, not be«
ing immediately liable to difcovery ; but then they may be fometimes li-
able to miftake their aim—the charge againft them is couched in the fol-

* lowing terms: * Your Court of Directors at home, pleafed with the prefent
¢ advantages, never examined the means by which they were obtained, or
“ whence the neceffities arofe that were pleaded in excufe of the revolu-
¢ tion.”~I thould be grieved you could imagine I am fet down to form
an apology for the whole conduét of your Court of Directors —Far be
it from me—but as I know their judgment on, and fanction given to this
revolution, were the refult of mature examination, both as to the means,
and neceffities that produced it, 1t would be difhoneft in me not to fay
fo; and I will ventare to pronounce, that before I clofe this Addrefs to
you, yourfelves will acquit them of this charge, and be convinced their
condud, as to this particular tranfation, was ftn@ly confiftent, not only
with your intereft, but honour—nor will I doubt, but this revolution will,
1 the fequel, refle honour and credit on every one of your fervants who
bad apartinit, '

» .

.To vindicate the revolution of 1760, is the tatk I now impofe upon
myfelf, not only for your information, (though I confefs that to be a
moving, and at this time a very effential confideration) but alfo in juftifi-

. cation
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cation of myfelf, who, it is very well known, had fo large a fhare in it,
and in defence of one of the beft and moft capable fervants you ever had
abroad. Juftice to his merits exas this teftimony from me, though he
fuperceded me in the government of your prefidency of Bengal—I con-
ceive Mr, Vanfittart's charater, on this occafion, injurioufly traduced ; he
is not here to vindicate himfelf ; it is therefore incambent on me (who only
can) to do it; the more efpecially, becaufe if any juft cenfure lies againft
him, on account of this revolution, it is owing to the reprefentations laid
before him by me, touching the ftate of the Company’s sffairs at the
period he came to the government.

Previous to laying proofs and vouchers before you, it will not be amifs,
to fay what I tend to prove. I therefore fet out with thefe pofitions : Firft,
That the diftreft fituation of your affairs, as well as impending ruin of
the provinces, made it unavoidably neceffary to diveft Mhir Jaflier Aly
Khan of power to do greater mifchiefs, as by a feries of mal-adminiftra-
tion and cruelties he had well nigh brought bimfelf, his famuly, the pro-
vinces, and the Company, to deftruction ; fo that it became a reproach
to the Englith name and arms to fupport his tyrannic government any
longer. Secondly, That Mhir Jaffier Aly Khan was guilty of a breach
of every article of the offenfive and defenfive treaty made with him in
the year 1757, when he was by us promoted to the Subafhip of Ben-
gal—Thirdly, That your honour, and the honour of the nation, remain
inviolate, and ftand unimpeached by this revolution, though the contrary
has been fo induftrioufly infinuated.

‘- v

This contett is reducible to a very narrow compafs.—If the depofing
Mhir Jaffier Aly Khan was a juft and neceffary meafure, every fubfequent
oppofition to it maft be wrong, and highly detrimental to your intereft,
trade, and poffeffions; on the contrary, if you deem the depofing Mhir
Joffier Aly Khan, an unjuft and unneceffary meafure, the reftoring him
muft be right, in the eye of ftrict juftice, provided fuch reftoration is fo
circumftanced, as to be brought about without the manifeft hazard of
rumn to your affairs, On this we join iffue, and proceed to our proofs.
In order to which, a fhort introduction to facts will be needful.

In Auguft 1760, Henry Vanfittart, Efq; arrived at Fort William, Ben-
gal, and recewed the government.  Your affairs, as well as the flate of
the pravinces, being 1n a moft ruinous, intricate, and disjointed fituation,
Mr. Holwell thought it an indifpenfable duty on him, to draw up fuch a
clear reprefentation of thefe matters as fhould sfford that gentleman an
immediate general idea of our political ftate at that period—which he ac-

cordingly
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cordingly did, in the following terms, intreduced by a fhort addrefs to
your fecret Committee,

To the Honourable HENRY VansiTTART, Ef; &c. Members of the
Sele& Committee.

Honb¥ Sir and Sirs,

AS my heglth, and the confideration of other circumftances, will foon

oblige mie to requeft permiffion of the Board to refign the fesvice, §
beg leave, previous to that ftep, to accompany this fhort addrefs with
fuch remarks and memoruals, as may convey to the Honourable the Pre-
fident, (fo lately arrived among you) a knowledge of the prefent ftate and
fituation of the Company’s affairs, as they ftand conne@ed with, or are
dependant on, the country government of Bengal.

I have the Honour to be, &c.
1 Z H.

M EMORTIAL

TO form a judgment of the prefent ftate of things at Bengal, it will

be needful to have a retrofpect to the late revolution of the year 1757,
when neceffity, and a joft refentment for the moft cruel injuries, obliged
us to enter on a plan to deprive Surajud Dowla of his government, which
was accordingly done, and Mhir Mahomet Jaffier Aly Khan, fixed by us
at the head of the provinces, on certain conditions, and under a treaty of
alliance, offenfive and defenfive.

A fhort fpace fully proved how unworthy the family thus raifed to the
Subafhip were : the conditions of the treaty could not be obtained from
the Suba, without, in a manner, being extorted from him; and by a
thoufand flufts and evafions, it was plain, no fingle article would ever
bave been complied with, had the Suba been invefted with fufficient power
to prevent it, or could he have divefted himfelf of his own fears and ap-
prehenfions from our refentment, i

Tunka’s on the lands were, however, granted for payment of the fli-
pulated fums, at ftated times, by which the Roy Royen, (or ColleGor of
the Revenues) and the Dewans, Mut{oodics, &c. (depeadents of that of-
fice) with every harpy employed in the Zemindary or lands, became our
implacable enemies 5 and confequently,

A party was foon raifed at the Durbar, headed by the Suba’s fon Mhi-

r.0, and Raja Raage Bullob, who were daily planning fchemes, to fhaté
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off thelr dependance on the Englith, and continually urging to the Suba,
that until this was effected, his government was nominal only. The Suba,
fomething drtitated, by the proteétion given to Raja Doolubram, better
known by 'the name of Roy Dooldb, and weak and irrefolute in himfelf,
fell too foon into thefo¥emtiments.
' R

The firt fiep taken to accomplith this fcheme of independance, was,
to affaffinate and cut off, under one pretence or another, every minifter
and officer at the Durbar, whom they knew were attached to the Eng-
lith: to this purpofe, Coju Haady, and Coffim Aly Khan, firlt and
fecond Baxey, were affaffinated in November and December 1758, Af-
ter many attempts made on the perfons. of Rheim Khan and Golam Shaw,
his unclé and brother, they were at laft obliged to feek an afylura with
the Shaw Zadda, 1759. Roy Dpglub’s fon and four brothers were pro-
fcribed, on no other caufe, but fﬁe known inviolable attachment to us ;
this family would have fallen a facfifice had they not been refcued out of
the Suba’s hands by force of arms. Omhir Beg Khan would, from the
fame caufe, have fuffered the fame fate, had he not given his folemn
engagement to quit the kingdom, which he accordingly did, in 2 mifer-
able ftate of health, and lived only to arrive at Bufforah.

The next project of the Durbar, appeared (by every fubfequent con-
corring circumftance) to be a fecret negotiation with the Dutch, for tran-
fporting troops from Batavia into thefe provinces, that with their united
force a ftop might be put to the power of the Enghth. This fcheme
was conduced by Raja Raage *Bullob, on the part of the Suba, and by
Fookru Toojaar Khan (better known by the name of Coja Wazeed) on
the part of the Dutch, about October or November 1758, the period
when the Decan expedition took place under Colonel Forde, and your
garrifons were much reduced.

Soon after the provinces were invaded by the Shaw Zadda, (undoubt-
ed heir to the Mogul empire) on the fide of Patna, and Colonel Clive,
with the Englifh troops and Scapoys, joined the Suba and his army, and
by forced marches preferved Rsjah Ramnaran (Nabob of Patna) fteady
in his duty, and arrived juft in time to fave that city and province, and
drive the Prince beyond the river Kurrumnafla, and brought the Budge-
poore, 8ic. countries under {ubjetion.

The Prince, more than once, wrote to the Colonel, offering any terms
for the Company and himfelf, on condition the Englith would quit the
8uba, and join his arms; but the Colonel, thinking it incompatible with
our treaty of alliance, gave the Princg no encouragement, A

¢
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At the end of the campaign, in June 1739, the Colonel returned to
us ; and about the fame time, the Suba and young Nabob Mbhiran arrived
at Muxadabad : both, now, with full convi&ion of our firm attachment
to his government and family, and of our religious regard to treaties.
What fenfe they retained of thefe obligations, and how long, will appear
by and by. .

The Suba and his fon, thinking themfelves now better eftablithed in
the government, and fcreened by fuch a powerful fupport as our arms,
fct no bounds to their cruelties, oppreffions, and exadions from thofe
who had any thing to be plundered of ; and thefe barely received a check,
from the frequent and fevere remonftrances of Colonel Clive to the Suba,
on a conduét, which he foretold him, mufl, from the general detefiation of
bus people, end in the defiruction of bimfelf, family, and country.—His troops
clamorous for their pay, whilft the Suba, in place of appropriating the
fums he had acquired, by repeated affaflinations, to the jult demands of
his Jummautdars and troops, lavifhed the fame in boundlefs extrava-
gancies.

About the latter end of July 1759, the young Nabob arrived in Cal-
cutta,. on a pretended vifit to the Colonel ; but the real defign was, to
negotiate, if poffible, the furrender of Roy Doollub, and two or three
other articles, given him in charge by his father ; fuch as, giving up the
Tunka lands on fecurity,—~borrowing a large fum of money :=but in
thefe the fon provin%1 unfuccefsful, a member of the Board and Sele&
Committee, was, at his defire, fent to accompany him to the city, to re-
concile the Suba to the negatives his fon had met with at Calcutta, and at
the fame time to intimate to him the advice we had received, that a large
aimament was fitung out at Batavia, deftived for Bengal, and to know
his refolution, in cafe that force arrived in the river.

He was not to be reconciled to the refufals his fon had met with, bue
determined to try his own power, and declared his intention to vifit the
Colonel himfelf in September, (which he did, but with no more fuccefs)
he feemed to make hght of the intelligence touching the Dutch arma-
ment, and not to give much credit to it, though he difcovered great per-
plexity ; however, he wrote a letter to the Colonel, demanding our affi(~
tance, by virtae of the treaty of alliance, in cafe the Dutch troops came,
into the river,

The armament from Batevia arrived during his vifit at Calcutta; his
Ray after that whs thort, his mind feemed much embarraffed, and his
whole fubfequent condu@ gave moft undoubted proofs, that the Dz:ch

rce



[ 1]

force was arrived ot his invitation ; that fach were the fentiments of Co-
lonel Clive and his Council, appears from the narrative of our conteft
with the Dutch, November 1759, tranfmitted to the Court of Directors,
and to our feveral Admirals : a perufal of this narrative will convince the
impartial, that the Suba’s behaviour on this occafion, was a moft flagiti-
ous breach of the treaty of alliance ; and that no terms whatever’ thould
bave been preferved with him after fuch treachery an® ingratitude; to
which we may add, by way of illuftration, the fubfequent farces carried
on between the Nabobs and the ®utch, even until the month of July
1760, as fet forth in the feveral letters between Mr. Holwell and the Re-
fident at Morad-Baag, on this fubje&, to which I refer; where 1t will
appear moft manifeft, that the Suba’s real intentions never were to oppofe
thefe people, though he was from time to time calling upon us, and de-
manding affitance, by virtue of the treaty of alliance fubfifting between
him and the Engh(li :—witnefs the private orders and inftructions given
to his fon in-law, Mhir Mahomet Coffim Aly Khan, fo oppofite to the
public orders given to amufe and deceive us, when he was fent dowa to
demolith the new works at Chinfura, the apparent delay in which drew
much cenfure upon that General, until the truth was known,

In the begifining of the year 1760, the Shaw Zadda invaded the pro-
vinces again, with a force more refpeCtable than in the preceding one,
both in troops and commanders, by thie revolt of Comgar Khan, Golam
Shaw, Rheim Khan, and others; the Suba, by this time, having made
himfelf and family fo univerfally hated, that we may jultly fay, there was
hardly a man in the province that did not wilh fuccefs to the Prince.

Colonel Clive refigned the government early in February 1760, about
which time the Morattors entered the province from the fguthward, and
penetrated Burdomaan country, making a confiderable diverfion in favour
of the Prince; the Suba demanded a body of our troops, Seapoys and
field artillery, for defence of his country, to join his army under the
command of Mhir Coffim Aly Khan; which were granted :—but here
the fervice expected, and intended by this united force, was intirely fru-
frated, by the pufillanimous and contradiory orders from the Suba to
that General, which ended at laft in commanding him to advance towards
Cutwah, for the defence of the city, in place of ordering him to march
to the fouthward, againft the Morattors, to drive them out of the coun-
try ; and this in oppofition to the ftrongeft remonftrances made againtt it,
by Mr. Holwell and Mgir Coffim Aly Khan: thus the country fell a prey
to the Morattors, and a total ftop was put to the colletion of our Tunkas,
on which was our dependence and expe@ation, for the fervice of the
year. (¥id. Military (gsnefponden;e, Feb. and Mar. 1760.)

2 Our
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Our troops, under command of Major Caillaud, in copjunétion with
the Suba’s army, conimanded by his fon Mhiran, had taken the field fome
time before Colonel Clive’s departure for Europe, and fhaped their rout
towards Patna, whillt the Suba remained in the neighbourhood of Reja-
maal, a check upon Cuddeim Hoffein Khan, Nabob of Purnea,

A regular and particular detail of the tranfa&ions of this laborious cam-
paign, will not be expected here, as the progrefs of it will prefent itfelf in
the courfe of the military correfpondente, laid beforg the Sele@& Commit-
tee; therefore general remarks on the fuccefs, effects, and probable con-
fequences, will fpﬂice.

This campaign; like the former ones, produced no definitive action, or
ftroke, to lay the le'ft foundation of peace to the provinces: in the courfe
of it, three morally fure, and important opportunities, were loft by the
cowardice of both Nabobs.—The firft, when Mhiranrefufed to join Ma-
jor Caillaud with his horfe, in the immedsate purfuit of the Prince, when
defeated near Patna.—The fecond, when the Suba refufed to comply with
the Major's requeft and demand, to crofs his horfe over Burdomaan river,
to attack the Prince, when united with Subabut, the Mora‘tor general.—
And the third, when in the laft purfuit of Cbddeim Hoffein Khan, the
young Nabob refufed to lead or detach his horfé to the Major's affiftance,
by which a general a&ion might have been brought on ; but on the con-
trary, kept himfelf encamped above a mile in the Major’s rear, as if his
intentions were to leave our troops, without horfe, a facrifice to the enemy.

On the near approach of the Major to Patna, he received a Phirmaund
from the Prince, of which he advifed the Board, and promifed to forward
a copy ; but no wonder that, in the courfe of fo extraordinary and fatiguing
a campaign, 1t thould efcape his memory.— On the Shaw Zadda’s arrival
in the Bierboheen country, (after the unexpected march he formed upon
his defeat near Patna) the Prefident received intelligence that the Suba had
a@ually a Vackeel in his camp ; and that he was negotiating a feparate
treaty for himfelf, This appeared to have fo dangerous a tendency, that
any means were eligible to obtain the truth.

The late Prefident, by a third hand, caufed Aflud Jumriva Khan, Raja
of Bierboheen, and his uncle Comgar Khan, to be wrote to, on this fub-
€ of the Suba’s Vackeel and treaty —This foon produced a Phirmaund
fr % Prince, inclofing copy of the Suba's Agdatht. “The Prefident
maliB¥ie;: reply to the' Phirmaund, but returned a thort one to Comgar
KbaiF§¥eter, (which accompanied the Phirmaund) intimatipg, that co-
pres were of little validity, where originals were in being, ,

4 A
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A few days before the Prince began his retreat from the hills, the Prefi-
dent received a fecond Phirmaand from him, inclofing original Arzdatht
from 'the Suba.—All that can be faid for or againft belief being given either
to the authenticity of the copy or the original, will appear on the face of
the correfpondence, in two letters from the Prefident to t_he Major, under
dates the 224 and 24th of laftApnl, and to Mr. Haftings the Refident
at Morad-baag, the zoth of the fame month: to thefe, we may farther
remark, that if they were forgeries, they have yet corroborating fignatures
of truth; and the whole tenor of the Suba’s condu@ moft exadly tallies
with the terms of the Arzdatht (or petition). But to refume the courfe
of the campaign to the prefent time.

Patna is relieved and fecured for the prefent—Cuddeim Hoffein Khan is
depofed from his government of Purneq, and drave out of the country,
but with all his treafure and valuable.effe.ts, to the reproach and infamy
of the young Nabob’s memory ; fo that after the riins he will eafily join
the Prince, with the effential finews of war, money, the only thing he
ftands in need of to enable him to harrafs the paovinces five years longer,

The young Nabob is taken off by lightening,~and our troops are gone
into quarters, after having done as much or more than could have been
expected from men fo wretchedly fupported, by thofe for whoft preferva-
tion they endured every diftrefs and fatigue, and braved variety of deaths.—

The Prince has found means to preferve himfelf and forces, a footing
on this fide the Sone, and in the neighbuurhood of Patna: it is fard, Com-
gar Khan has forfaken the caufe of the Prince, which appears'moft im-
Erobable; not only on account that he has no other chance for reimburfing

imfelf, but perfeverance; but alfo, becaufe we have undoubted intelii-
gence that 3000 of *his troops have joined his mephew, Affud Jumma
Khan, who has thrown off his allegiance to the Suba.—Thefe troops are
certainly lodged, to make an early and important diverfion, at the opening
of the next campaign, by entering the Burdomaan country as foon as the
Prince begins to be in motion to the northward ; and thus our fupplies
from thence will be again cut off, and the Company’s affairs reduced to
the lat extremity of diftrefs, unlefs the approaching fhips of the feafon
relieve us, or the whole Tunka’s on thofe lands be collected during the
rains.—The latter is hardly poffible, and the former carries very little pro-
bability with it —The laft propofal from the Suba, to pay our balances,
and refumme his lands, is devoutly to be withed, but it 15 to be feared he
has no meaning in it,

Fhe
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"The various reafons yrged againft fupporting the prefent government
longer, on the plan we have been fometime purfuing, to the heavy injury
of the Company, with various expedients to refcue them from their mani-
feft approaching ruin, are fet forth at large, in the military correfpond-
ence—in letters from the Prefident to Major Caillaud, under dates the
24th and agth of May, and 14th of *June, and 3d of July ;——to Mr.

*Amyat, under dates the 25th and goth of May, and 1ft July; to Mr.
Haftings, under dates the 24th of May, and joth of June, and sth and

8th July.

The fudden death of the young Nabob, if made a proper ufe of, feems
to point out a middle way, if things are not gone too far already, to admit
any other alternative than divefting this family from the government alto-
gether.——Vide the Prefident’s letter to Mr. Haftings, of the 16th July,
and to Major Caillaud, of the 26th, on the fubject of a fucceflor to the
young Nabob’s pofts,m—— I

, Z. H.

The foregoing Memor’al, we believe, would carry fufficient conviction
with it, to eftablith our three pofitions, were we to go no farther: —the
facts there Rtated are faithfully recited, and without exaggeration : if they
are not, we are open to detection, from one fide or other of the prefent
divifion in the Court of Diretors; there are leading members, in both
parties, who can have recourfe to the face of their records of confulta-
tions and committee proceedings.

As the-feveral charges laid againft Mhir Jaffier Aly Khan, in this Me-
morial, may, by being too much divided, not appear fo clear and intelli-
gible as we could with, though fufficiently fo for whom it was then drawn;
we fhall, for your more ready comprohenfion, throw the whole into a re-
gular connedion as follows :——That, very foon after his advancement,
he refolved to reduce that power which raifed him to wealth and princely
grandeur.—That, in order to effe& it, he began (by bafe affaffinations,
or other methods) to cut off, and drive out of the provinces, every offi-
cer and perfon of importance whom he had the leaft caufe to furmife fa-
voured our intereft, or were attached to us.~That he had been fcarce feat-
ed in his government, when he entered into a fecret negotiation with the
Dutch, to introduce an armament in the Provinces, to countera and de-
ftroy our power and influence ;—a meafure as wicked as foolith.—That he
was guilty of the deepeft deceit and treachery towards us, his benefaors
and allies, in repeated inftances.~That, whiltt our officers and troops
were fuffering every diftre(s, and hazard of their lives, in defenoe of him,
his fon, and country, our commander in chief was bafely and treacheroufly

deferted,
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defe at three different periods, by fathpr-and fon.—That he meditated
a fe erte:;e, fecret, treaty w%:h the Shy;wtgdda, and offered to facrifice us
ta™the Prince, but was not (happily for us) belicved, or heard.—That the
whole term of his government was an uniform chamn of cruelty, tyranny
and oppreffion.—That (over and above what is charged againft him in the
Memorial) he meditated, and was near carrying into execution, an infa-
mous fecret treaty with the Morattors, which would have proved the total
deftrution of the country, if it had not been timely prevented.—That he
threw every poffible lett and hindrance in our way, in the colletion of our
Tunka’s—That he encouraged, and winked at, the obftrutions given to
the free currency of our Calcutta Sicca’s ; by which, at times, the Com-
pany fuffered heavy loffes.—

Each of thefe charges isa violation of that treaty, which put Mhir Jaf-
fier Aly Khan in poffeffion of a government of more value than many
kingdoms of Europe, fupported by us at the expence of our blood, untik
it became a fcandal and reproach to our name and nation.——DBut it is time
we proceed to other proofs than bare affertions: Thefe we fhall take from
the correfpondence fo often referred to; and if, in the feveral vouchers we
exhibit to you, fome parts of your affairs thould be laid more open than
you, or rather your Court of Directors, with—the neceffity muft plead
our apology ; faitbfully affuring you, that we will only touch on fuch mat-
tersas may be abfolutely requifite to fupport our charge.

Governor Clive departing for Europe the 8th of February, 1760, Mr.
Holwell fucceeded by his rank to the government; the eftablithed com-
mittee entrufted with the condu@ of all political occurrences, with the
country government, confifted of the Prefident, Peter Amyatt, Efq; Ma-
jor Calllaud, W. B. Sumner, Efg, and W. Macguire, Efg, The Major
and Mr. Amyatt abfent, the one 1n the field, the other chief at Patna.—
We fhall open our proofs with a letter from the Prefident to the Major,
and that gentleman’s anfwer, as the correfpondence between Mr. Holwell
and Major Cailland was only on public affairs, which having long ceafed:
tobe of a fecret nature, we think we cannot be juftly accufed of any breach
of propriety in publithing any part of that correfpondence which the public
information calls for ; efpecially, as whatever we fhall produce. from this.
quarter, will redound’ to that gentleman’s honour.

To Joun Cairravo, Efgs ‘

SIR, Fort William, the 15th of February, 1760
Congratulate your fuccefs in the reduction of Cuddiem Hoffein Khan,,
the particulars of which I received from the Nabob, and difpatched,
: 9 them
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thein immediately to the Cologgl, though fear too late for his receiving
that fatisfaction: he was a deal anxious on this head, as he feared it
might have been the caofe of delaying your advance towards Rajah Radfi-
naratn. .

Subut at the head of about 3000 horfe and a few foot, hasadvanced as
far as Midnapore, and given a general alarm to the country ; they demanded
their chout, if they come withs further views, their defigns are not yet
tnanifefted.—Rumor, without any foundation, fays, that Roy Doolub has
encouraged ther march ; be it fo or not, I have thought_ it neceflury to
have a more than ufual watchful eye over him at this junéture.~I have
wrote the Nabob on the fubject of the Subut's advance; and gave it him
as my opinion, that as he has now nothing to apprehend from Purnea, he
fhould return to his capital—If you judge the fervice to the northward
will admit of fu.b a ftep, you will enforce it. Your correfpondence will
ever afford a real pleafure to him, who is with much efteem, Sir,

Your moft obedient humble Servant,

L Z H
To the Honourable J. Z, Howerr, Efg; Prefident and Governor of
Fort William,
Sir, Camp Skabfadapore, Feb, 27. 1760.

I Have been honoured with your obliging favour of the 14th inftant ; you
may be affured of finding in me a punétual correfpondent, both from
inclination and duty.

The part of your letter, Sir, with regard to Roy Doolub, I have an.
fwered fully in the general letter which accompanies this—1I thould have
firft wrote on the fubje&, had you not prevented me; and am almoft con-
vinced, that, on further cxamination, we fhall find that both your fufpi-
cions and mine are true and jult: indeed the Letter to the Shaw Zadda, of
which I fend the copy. would be quite fufficient to condemn him, were
it not that there is a poffibility of its being formed by the Nabob on pur-
pofe; w'ois, from principle, very capable of deing that, or any other infa-
mous aétion to gain bis ends——I fhall, however, fufpend my judgment,
until your examination 15 over.—The precautions you have taken were
highly judicious ; for though the proofs againft him may not, on trial,
appear fo clear as we could with for our fatisfaction ; yet he is ftill a per-
fon to be fufpected, and of confequence cannot be too narrowly or firiétly
watched,

Your,
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Your opinion, with regard to the Nabob’s return to the Capital, agreed
petfely with mine ; I had advifed him to that ftep before the receipt of
our letter, and have fince enforced it on your judgment :—he may ealily,
if he pleafes, put an end to this beginning of trouble, if he will puifue
the proper methods, and pay them their chout; butindeed, o dilatory is
his conduc 1n every refpect, and particularly where payments of money
are to be made, that I fuppofe he will put it off, until they come with
fuch a force as will oblige him to it, but that not untl they have done 15
much damage to the country as will amount to double their tribute regu-

larly paid.

The more I {ee of the Nabob, the more I am convinced, that he muoft
be ruined in fpite of all our endeavours, if he doth not alter his prefent
meafures.-—}f; is neither loved nor feared by his troops or his people ; he
negle@s fecuring the one by the badnefs ofy his payments, and he wants
fpirit and fteadinefs to command the other.——-As no one knows him bet-
ter than you, Sir, no one is more r to give him the neceflary advice
on the occafion ; nor can you too forcibly or frequently reprefent to him,
the fatal confequences, if he perfifts in his folly. Believe me, Sir, with
truth and refped,

Your obedient and obliged humble Servant,
JC

Our reafon for iutroduciniethe fieft of thefe lstters js far fake of the
reply, and to do honour to the good fenfe and penetration of that gentle-
man ; who could {o early, and on b fhort an intercourfe with him, form
a confummate judgment of that weak and infatuated man ; in which he
had caufe to be confirmed, day by day.——We have only further to re-
mark, on the fubject of this letter, that on the finceft cxamination into
the fuppofed letter of Roy Doolub to the Shaw Zadda, fid to be inter-
cepted by the Suba’s Harkarahs, (or fpys) it was proved a palpable for-
gery of the Buba, to get him delivered into bis hands ; hoping thereby to
get the plunder of a Corore of Rupees,——An attempt fimilar to this, he
made in Colonel Clive’s time, againft the fame perfon, but was thame-
fully detefted ; and fure, none but bim could ever have thought of it
again.

To Mr. WARREN HasTiNGs, Refident at Morad Baag.

Sir, Fort William, 22d Feb. 1760,
Wrote by the Nabob’s Harkarahs laft night, and this morning received
your favour of the 18th, and obferved, by the Nabob’s repeated an-
xieties concerning Subut, that his intelligence on that head is very im‘pcr-
* C e H
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fe& ; itis true he has poffefied himfelf of Midnapore, but a3 yet there &
pears not the leaft foundation for his fuppofed advance to the city :—He
himfelf remains at Midnapore, fome of his people are advanced to Chun-
dercona, and a very few to Bowannypore, but not a man of his one foot
to the northward of that place : if he ever had any defign of marching to
the city, the advance of our troops to join Coffim Aly Khan, and my
putting Roy Doolub under an arreft, may probably have put a ftop to it,
though it never appeared to me he bad forces with him equal to fuch an
attempt.——Things thus circumftanced, I muft differ from you in opi-
nion touching Coffim Aly Khan’s march to the city with our troops; as
it appears to me more eligible, that he throws himfelf between them and
the city at as great a diftance from the latter as poflible, by which ftep he
will have it in his power, either to march down and force Subut to quit
Midnapore, or retreat towards the city at laft ; but it is very clear to me,
Subut will withdraw as foon as Coffim Aly Khan begins his march,~———
1 am, Sir,
Your moft obedient Servant,
. Z. H.

To Jorn Canravn, Efg;

Sir, Fort William, 24th Feb. 1760,

LEST the general confufion, and apprehenfions of the approach of

Subut and his Morattors, which now reign in the city of Muxada-
bad, fhould fpread to the northward, and affe& your operations, I judge
it neceffary you fhould be acquainted with the real ftate of this circum-

ftance.

On the Nabob’s departure from thecity, Subut began his march from
Ballafore, and after a thort confli¢t with Koofall Sing, poflefled himfelf of
Midnapore, and fent fmall detached parties to feize on the country round
him ; one of which advanced as far as Chundercona, and another as far
as Bowannypore, where they fhil remain without 2 man advancing a foot
further to the northward ; his whole force confifts of about 1000 vaga-
bond horfe, and half as many foot : This force, by the timidity of fome,
and roguery of others at the city, has been magnified to ten times the
number ; and fear has taken fuch total poffeffion of the people there, that
they imagine him and his troops within an hour’s march of them ; our
Gentlemen at Coffimbuzar, and Morad-baag, feem, by their letters, to
be alfo under the greateft apprehenfions.——Coffim Aly Khan, who has
juft now taken his leave of me, takes the field to-morrow with about 1500
of the Nabob's troops ; we have judged it neceflary, at the Nabob'’s re-
queft, to re-inforce him with the detachment intended for you, and 100

Euro-
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Europeans more, 200 Seapoys, and two field pieces : the whole have been
encamped fome days at the French gardens, and I doubt not but their
firft motion will reftore the tranquillity of the city and country, I am
moft truly, Sir,
Your moft obedient humble Servant,
) Z. H

We propofe by thefe two letters to point out the pufillanimity and folly
of the Suba, in ordering the troops under Coffim Aly Khan to march to-
wards Cutwah and the city, by which unfortunate meafure, the Burdo-
maan country was abandoned, and left a prey to Subut and his handful of
raggamuffin Morastors, to the irreparable ftain and difgrace of the Suba’s

overnment, and heavy diftrefs of your fervants; whofe who'e dependance
or fupply was from the Tunkas (or affignments) upon that diftri@——as
before remarked in the Memorial.——

To Mr. WARREN HasTinGs.

Sir, Fort William, 8th March, 1760,

I Had yefterday your favour of the 28th, flill on the fubje&t of Roy
Doolub and Rajaram, in which I find the Nabob’s intelligence is as
bad as it has been hitherto, with refpe& to Subut and his Morattors, who
have gained fome footing in the country, and eclat from no caufe, but the
Nabogft:nfupincncﬁ and contradiory orders to his fon-in-law Coffim Aly
Khan.——You mention the Nabob’s having fent a Harkarah with your
letter, who had feen Rafbeharry, &ec. in Subut’s camp, but no fuch Har-
karah is come, and there was very good reafon for it; he had impofed on
the Nabob ; and the fellow who brought your letter, tells me, the other
was ordered to accompany him, but left him after they were difpatched ;
he believed he went to Subut’s army—-the fame intelligence I had fent me
in an anonymous letter from Ballafore, refpecting Rafbeharry, &c.
and of Roy Doolub’s having fent Subut money, for which I could not, on
the ftricteft enquiry, find the leaft foundation.——On my firlt intelligence,
T ordered Rafbeharry to be brought before me; he has been long danger-
oufly ill, and I could venture to fwear he has never been out of Calcutta
fince November.  On the receipt of your letter, I had him brought to me
yefterday again at the manifeft hazard of his life.———From the palpable
falfity of this intelligence, let the Nabob judge of the reft, and let him
be fatisfied, that let who will be with Subut, neither Roy Doolub nor Ra-
jarim fhall have it in their power to injure him.——1 have turned all his
srmed people out of the fettlement (excepting a few for the fervice of his
Tuzlaconna and Ginansh) they are both under the firiGteft guard, and at
his own requeft, to quict the Nabob's fufpicions, he moves this day !i,ntofa
C2 oufe
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houfe next to the Armenian Church-——%e writes me to put Roy Doolub
in fetters, a difgrace I cannot think of inflicting, without being ghilty of 2
breach of the facred laws of proté@ion granted him, unlefs 2 proved vio-
lation on his fide juftifies it ; in that cafe, I will not only put him in irons,
but fend him dire@ly to the Nabob.——It has been hinted to me, whe-
ther by the Nabob’sauthority or knowledge ¥ will not fay, that a prefent
of four Lack was-ready for me, provided I would deliver him up, or that
1 might make my own terms, Should any intimation of this kind be in-
finuated to you, I requeft you would return the fame reply I did, that I
would not be guilty of fuch an action for four Corore,——I am, Sir,,
Your moft obedient Sérvant,
JZ R

To Joun Carntauvp, Efg;

Sir, Fort William, 11th March, 1760.

AM favoured with yours of the 27th ult. With refpe& to my fen-
timents of Roy Doolub, you have them in part in our public letter of

this date; to which I will here add, that Iam very fenfible there are pro-
bable appearances that he has given fome underhand encouragement, both
to the Shaw Zadda and the Morattors; yet whilt proofs are not plain
againtt him, Ithink we cannot ‘Proceed further than we have, confiftent
with the firft plan of politics we fet out with when this man had our pro-
te@tion given him. One ruling motive to the Nabob's having hirn in his
hands, is moft certainly his wealth; but he is fhll {wayed Ey a much
greater, to wit, that we thould not have fo ftrong a check over him as our
detention of Roy Doolub ever will be. The protetion given him is (next
to our troops) the beft fecurity we have for the Nabob's good behaviour.
The letter referred toin the general letter, was one fent down to the Co-
lonel ; it was faid to be wrote by Roy Doolub toCoja Huddy ; the purport
to cut the Nabob off,——but the Colonel affured me the ¥brgcry of the
letter was fo pa'pable and feandalous, that it ought to defttoy the credit of
any future attempts from that quarter 5 and fuch are the reafons affigned
this year, in the fele@ Committee’s letter to the Company, for the pro-
tection granted and continued to Roy Doolub, that we cannot confiftently
or prudently give him up, without the moft glaring proofs againft him.
The judgment you have formed of the Nabob is too juft; weaknefs, ir-
1efolution, fufpicion, and (confequently) cruelty, form his difpofition.
What but the iffue you predi&, can refult from thefe, when joined to a
moft ungracious and infolent demeanor, which has made him univerfally
hated and defpifed ? We muft however fupport him and his government
as long as we poffibly can, without involving ourfelves and employers hin
is
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his ruin : when this appears, it will be time to think a little further, as I
judge there is no treaty fubfifting between us can exat that facrifice.
1 am, Sir,
' Your moft obedient, humble Servant,
J.Z.H,

To PeTer AMvaTT, Efg;

Sir, Calcutta, 11th March, 1760.

FO RGIVE my late reply to your favour of the 24th ult. You
know the plague and harry attending the difpatch of our laft thip,
and will therefore attribute my negle@ to the real and only caufe, and not
as proceeding from any difregard of your obliging letters, for which 1
requeft you will accept my very fincere thanks, and permit me to affure
you I fhall receive your correfpondence and commands with much plea-
fure, and be glad, on my part, in every fhape, to promote every view
you have or may have, cither to the public or your own private advan~
tage. Your fituation, I believe, has been difagrecable enough; by ex-
prefs intelligence this morning, 1learn, the Prince has efcaped the Ma-
jor’s vigilance, and is advancing this way, and that the Major is marching
back to fecure the pafles. In this I fear the Prince will bave too much
the flart of him; fhould this prove the cafe, matters will begin to grow
ferious, and the face of things in this province require your carly fentiments
on this fubjedt. I intreat ygu efteem me with great truth.  Sir,
Your moft obedient Servant,
Z H.

ToMr. WarreN HasTinGs.

Sir, Calcutta, 15th March, 1760,

I Yefterday received your letter of the 11th from Coflimbuzar, advifing
me of the intended march of the Nabob to Sukragully. 1 wrote you

I think the 12th at night, aad enclofed you a letter to the Nabob, and
copy of it for your perufal, as alfo copy of Subut’s letter to me, which I
mclofed to the Natob. I have kept in readinefs 200 Europeans more to
joi Capt, Speass, being hourly in expeQation of the Nabob’s inftructions
to be joined by his cammand ; but as yet I have not had a line from him
on the fubje@ of the Shaw Zadda’s unexpeted motion towards the paffes.
Coffim Aly Khan with Capt., Spear’s command, was at Burdwan yefter-
day ; if he continues thus dilatory and inaive, and I receive no demand
for troops from the Nabob, I wiil certainly fend Capt. Yorke with a fe-
parate command of 3 or 400 Europeans, field artillery, and feapoys, di-
wely into the Kirpy country, where our Gomaftah and Aurungs d:'ll'e
Ny
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daily plundered. I long for further advices from you. We have no in-
telligence from the Major, later than the 6th from Deuniapore.
I am, Sir,
Your moft obedient, humble Servant,
JZ.H

To Mr. WARREN HasTINGsS,

Sir, Calcutta, 21t March, 176o0.

FROM the accounts I have had from the Commiffary and Capt.

Spears, the monthly expences of this expedition cannot be lefs than
50,000 rupees.  You eftimate wrong in fuppofing the force lefs than one-
fourth of the Major’s, It exceeds his in Europeans, and is on the whole
one thoufand ; therefore requeft you will prefs the Nabob, as the ftate
of our treafury is very low, by our continual current expences, and total
ftop to our Tunkas. Thefe you are to obferve, are the incident charges
of the expedition, exclufive of the pay of the troops. And I once more
requeft you infift on the Nabob’s making an immediate remittance, to
enable me to fupport the expedition, or he will lay me under an unavoid-
able neceflity ofp recalling the troops into garrifon. He writes me to or-
der the troops to join him. I have already advifed him thofe orders are
fent to Capt. Spears, the moment he receives his fummons ; in contradic-
tion to this, I laft night received a letter from Mr. Watts, of the 18th at
night, informing me that Coffim Aly Khan had juft then received orders
from the Nabob, to march againft Subut, and prevent, if Eoﬂible, his
advance to Breeboon. His irrefolution and fupinenefs, I much fear, will

¢ his deftru&ion at lat, in fpite of our utmoft endeavours to fave
ﬂ: I fee it will behove us to think of guarding againft our being in-
volved in the fame ruin.

1 am from good authority informed, that the Nabob has difpatched a
trufty perfon with an abje& petition to the Prince, who was, the 23d of
the Moon, at Deingeer ; that the perfon and petition is there with him.
“The putport of the petition runs thus: * bat on advices reaching him
 that the Morattors intended to enter the country by the way of Patna,
¢ e had fent his fon and the Major to oppofe them ; that it never was
« his intention to oppofe his Majefty’s arms, to whom he was an old
« profefled flave ; but by the evil counfels of Rajahram, Narain, his fon
« Mhiran, ‘and the Major, had aed contrary to his intentions and or-
* ders ; and that if the Prince defired it, he was ready to furcender him-
2 felf to his pleafure,”

X
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If thefe are his tricks, you will, I doubt not, think with me, it is time
we fhould look to the Company and ourfelves, What makes me the
lefs hefitate in my belief of the above, is my knowledge of his fcheme
of fending Jaffier Cooley Khan on the like errand, before the Colonel
went, which he then dropt on a threatening letter from the Colonel,
which by his order I dictated to the Moonthee. I am Sir,

Your moft obedient, humble Seivant,
Jz4,

To CAPTAIN SPEARS.

Sir, Calcutta, 22d March, 1760,

V ARIOUS difficulties intervening, have retarded the march of your
reinforcement under Capt. Fifcher until now ; though I think this
evening or to-morrow morning will be the lateft of their ftay. The artil-
lory and feapoys have been croffed thefe two days. Capt. Fifcher will
have orders to take the neareft rout to join you at Burdoman ; but as I
have reafon to think you may by this time be joined by the old Nabob,
and are advancing to the fouthward or fouth-weft, you will be careful
from time to time to difpatch advices to Capt. Fifcher of your intended
rout. It would not be amifs if you report this reinforcement much
Jftronger than it is. You have given me no advice of your having receiv-
ed the commiffion I fent you, impowering you to hold general court-mar-
tials. Agreeably to your requeft, I have given Mr, Watts permiffion to
pay the recruits the remainder of the Bounty-money, if you and he think
it abfolutely neceffary. Dr. Steward is appointed an additional furgeon
for your command. Netwithftanding the orders you have already receive
ed, thould you, upon any unforefeen emergency, receive orders frony Mas
jor Caillaud to join him, you are to pay immediate obedience to fiick or-
ders, or any others you may receive from him, touching the condu& of,
ar condu&ing the troops under your command. And Here I think it ne-
ceffary to explain to you, that although, as auxiliaries to theNabob, you are to
pay regard touching the deftination of your troops for the defence of his go-
vernment ; yet thould you fee a probability of your coming to a&ion with
any of his enemies, you-are, with refpe& to a proper difpofition of your
troops, to pay no regard to any orders you may receive from him on that
head ; but in conjunction with your Captains and Officers, in a council
of. war, determine on fuch difpofitions as are moft likely to give fuccefs
and honour to the arms of your country. If the Nabob and his army
join you, you are to take the moft particular care to. have no comminica-
tion whatever between his troops and yours ; to which end you muft al-
ways encamp at proper diftance from him, and by no means, in the ufual
cousfe of your march, permit his troops to take the lead, unlafs you judge
®
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it neceffary at any time, that advanced parties of his cavalry fhould pre-
cede your van  You are not only ever to be on your guard againft a fur-
prize from the enemy, but alfo againft treachery from the Nabob him-
felf ; for which precaution I have my particular reafons: but you are like-
wife to have the {tricteft guard upon yourfelf, that no fufpicions of this kind
efcape you unto any one, unlefs you fhould have caulg fufficient to lay
them before a felect council of war, confitting of your Captains only.

1 heartily with you a fuccefsful compaign, and expeét to have as fre-
quent intelligence from you as poffible.  Sir,
Your moft humble Servant,

J.Z. 1.
ToMr. Hvca WarTs

Sir, Fort William, 2gth March, 1760,

IHave before me your favours of the 2oth, 21ft, and 24th inflant.
The Nabob’s inconfiftencies and irrefolution continue very uniform,
and will in the end prove his ruin, unlefs he has better luck than he de-
ferves, By a letter I have juft received from him, he ‘now feems to
think the Prince will enter by the way of Bierboon and Lecra Koonda,
and tells me he intends joining your party foon, and will advance that
way to oppofe hun. I enclofe you copy of the letter I difpatched fome
days ago to the Rejah of Bierboon, and have by Capt. Fifcher fent you
a l{lpp y of 15,000 funwad rupees.

1 have wrote this morning to the Nabob, enjoining him to fecure fome
advantageous poft near Burdwan, where he may have it in his option to
fight or not, and with equal facility ftop the advance of the Prince from
Bierboon, or of Subut from the fouthward ; but by no means to be pro-
voked to fight before the Major joins him. If the Nabob advances be-
yond the Dummadah, the party of Morattors which fell on your rear,
will moft probably puth for the city, where their 6oo will, in the fears
of the people, fwell to as many thoufands. As to the Subut, I think I
can depend on the intelligence I have of his having taken the road from
Biffnapore towards Bydenaut, to join the Prince, I have wrote however
to the Nabob, and advifed him, thould he hold his refolution of march-
ing with our troops to Bierboon, to take care that he leaves a trufty and
capable officer, with as ftrong a body of cavalry as he can fpare, at Cut-
wah, to defend that key to the city ; and to the fame purport I thall di-
re&ly difpatch a letter to the Roy Royen. I .am, Sir,

Your moft humble Servant,
JZ AR
To
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To CarTaIiN MACKLEAN,

Sir, Fort William, March 30, 1760,

IN confequence of your addrefs to the Board from Gangam, under date
the 7th inftant, which reached us the 24th, T judged you within a
few days march of Calcutta, and difpatched to you a letter the 26th al
night, advifing you that Major Caillaud, with our forces, were in the
field, fomewhere about the Bierboon country ; and that you fhould fol-
low all fuch orders as you might receive from him, whether with refpect
to joining him with your command, or otherwife refpe@ing the conduct
of your march. By a letter received late laft night from our refident al
Cuttack, I have the pleafure of knowing you were arrived within half an
hour of that city, which makes it needful I fhould give you a fhort ftate
of things," as they are now circumftanced, for the guidance of your fu
ture conduét.—The Shaw Zadda, with a confiderable army, chiefly horfe
and without artillery, is advanced at the back of the hills, with intention
to enter this province by the way of the Bierboon or Patcheet, to fub-
vert this goyernment. Subut (whofe force is lately much increafed by
mecting no oppofition to the fouthward) at the head of 5 or 60co Mo-
ratta horfe, is in poffeffion of Midnapore, Kirpy, and all that part of the
country ; and I hear is advancing with the greateft part of his force from
Bifnapore towards Bydenaut, or Bierboon, to join the Shaw Zadda. Ma-
jor Caillaud, with the main body of our troops, in conjunétion with the
young Nabob and his forces, is in purfuit of, and clofe in the rear cf
the Shaw Zadda’s army. The old Nabob, with the reft of the forces
of the province, are at Boodeegaam, in the road to Bierboon, to oppofe
the Shaw Zadda in front, whilt the Major preffes his rear. A body of
500 Europeans, as many Seapoys, and 6 field-pieces, are under the com-
mand of Capt. Spear, near the city of Burdwan, the capital of Burdo-
man, and are to march and join the old Nabob ; and have, I concluce
by this time joined him. A detachment from Subut, of about 80>
horfe, are in the neighbourhood of Burdoman, with intention to hartafs
the rear of Capt, Spear, and retard as much as poffible the junion of
his troops with the old Nabob’s. From this difpofition of the enemy, 1t
will behove you to advance with the utmoft care and circumfpeéon ; and
as you have only horfe, without artillery to encounter, you need not be
apprehenfive of aoy thing, but a furprize or treachery from the part of
Subut; againft which, you muft be ever on your guard. Cur Refi-
dent at Cuttack advifes me Subut's Dewan has fupplied your party with
provifion, &c. This amicable appearance carries fufpicion with it ; as
any affiftance given you from a fiiendly motive, is, at this jynQure,
sgainft the real defigns and views othis mafter: therefore be affured they

are
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are meditating the gaining fome advantage over you, or at leat will at-
tempt to biing about a defertion of your people.

We have already given orders for our refident, Mr. Rogers, to with-
draw himfelf and the Company’s effeéts on your arrival ; both him and
thofe you will take with you, and dire& your march without lofs of time
towards Ballafore, and from thence to Midnapore ; from this laft-men-
tioned plage you will have a fair and open road to Burdaman. Should
you, on good intelligence, find it praQticable to make a fuccefsful attack
on Midnapore, and difpoffels the Morattas, without the lofs of time or
rifque of a reduction of your people, you will do an acceptable fervice to
the Nabob ; but you are by no means to take this, or any other ftep that
can long retard your march to Burdoman, where you are to halt until
you receive further orders, cither from myfelf, Major Caillaud, or Capt.
Spear. If you find you have it not in your power (from caufes unknown
to me) to follow implicitly the foregoing inftruéions, you will then pro-
ceed according to your own difcretion, and as the exigencies of your fitu-
ation may require, taking care to give me frequent advice of your intend-
cd rout and determinations, I am, Sir, .

. Yoyr moft humble fervant,
JZ. H

To Mr. WARREN HAsTINGS,

Sir, Fort William, 1ft April, 1760,

IEnclofc you copy of mine of yefterday, and wait an exprefs anfwer
from the Nabob, as I judge Macklean’s party marched from Cuttack
the 23d: I will fuppofe him advanced this day about Midnapore, The
Major’s and Spear’s command having exhaufted our military camp ftores,
occafioned many unforefeen difficulties in the difpatch of the reinforce-
ment under Captain Fifcher, who will encamp at Nish Serai, I judge,
this afternoon. As I received an alarm from Captain Spear, that the
Shaw Zadda was within two or three days march of the Nabob, I fent

ofitive orders yefterday to Captain Fifcher, to make forced marches, with
ﬁis cannon and ammunition only, to join him, and to leave his fpare
ftores, tents, &c. to follow him ; for the fecurity of which, I have this
day difpatched twenty Europeans and twenty Seapoys more to join the
efcort; with orders to follow Fifcher’s rout, with the utmoft expedition,
The advance for this expedition muft be fent dire@ly here, as I have fup-
plied the Commiffary and Paymafter largely, and we much want cath

for our current expences, I am, Sir,
. Your moft humble fervant,
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To Joun CarLrauvp, Efg;

Sir, Fort William, April sth, 1760.
I Have the pleafure of receiving yours of the 27th ult. from Oparabaund,

and by advices from Mr. Haftings, of the 2d inftant, may venture
now to congratulate your having fome reft from your labours, which Iam
fure have been fevere enough.  Your jun&ion with the old Nabob and
Captain Spear’s command, will, I imagine, determine the Prince’s retreat
to' the fouthward, as it muft extingulth the hopes he may have cher.fhed
of acting offenfively in this province ; and as I judge by the time this
reaches you, you will have fettled the future operations of this campaign,
1 requeft you will favour me with the refult of your Council, as foon as
you conveniently can, and point out in what manner we can promote
them from hence. I am, with perfe& regard, Sir,

Your moft obedient humble fervant,
J.Z. 1.

The eight preceding letters are recited in confirmation of fome parts of
our Memorial, and introductory and explanatory of others, and withal to
give you a general idea of the campaign of 1760.

To the Hon®* Jonn Z. HorweLrr, Efg; Prefident and Governor of
ForT WiLLIAM.

Sir, Camp at Burpore, 6th April, 1760s

MY laft was dated the 24th Inft. Yefterday we marched about five

corfe, and this day three; which brought us fo near the enemy as
to expe@ they would come and give us battle; but finding about noon-

did oot advance, I defired the Nabob to march on towards them, but
he {aid the day was too far fpent, and his people too much, fatigued. The
Prince is encamped near the Damoudah river,about three corfe from us,and
1 hope tomorrow we fhall bring him to an engagement. The Maharattas
are encamped very near him. I have the honewr/to fubfcribe myfelf,
with the moft perfe@ refpect and efteem, Sir, *

Your moft obedient and moft humble fervant,

.

To the Hon"* foﬂu Z. Hovwery, Efg; Prefident, &c. Gentlemen of
the Sele@ Committee at ForT WiLL1AM,

.

Hon. Sir and Sirs, Camp at Belgafs, April 8th, 1760.
M Y laft to the Prefident was dated the 6th Inft. in which I informed
him of my hopes of coming next day to an engagement with the

enemy, who were encamped on the other fide of the river Damoudah ;
D2 and
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and we fhould have fucceeded according to my with, could I have per-
fuaded the Nabob to crofs the river, or fend over a large body of horfe
to keep them in play, until we fhould get up with them, Bat to neither
of thefe would he confent, and all we could do was to get near enough
to ther rear to cannonade them. This they did not fland long, but
foon got out of our reach, and purfued their march towards Bifnapoore,
and, by the intelligence we received laft night, are encamped feven corfe
from us. Thus all hopes of bringing them to another engagement, this
campaign, are now over. We have'loft the only opportunity we had, nor
indeed can we expe@ much to improve opportunities, while we have to
do with men, who are as ignorant as obftinate, and whofe troops are un-
der no order or command. I havé the honour to be, with the moft per-
fect refpect and cfteem, Gentlemen,
Your moft obedient and moft humble fervant,
J.C

To the Hon J. Z. HoLweLrL, Efg;

Sir, April 1oth, 1760.
T HE Shaw Zadda was within three corfe of us this morning, but having

early intelligence of our approach, has repafled the river Damoudah,
and I fuppofe by this time is far enough from our reach.

I mutft frankly own, the motives of the Prince’s prefent actions are quite
a myflery to me; and as I cannot form the leat probable judgment of
them myfelf, 1 will not even pretend to conjecture what may be the event
of them. Both the Nabob and him feem equally to avoid fighting, and
there is no knowing in what manner to proceed, or what plan previoufly
to determine on, while the Nabob continues to a& fo irrefolutely, and
while his pufillanimity prevents his exerting himfelf as he fhould do, on
the faireft occafions which can offer. 1 have the honour to be, with the
moft perfed refped and efteem, Sir,

Your moft obedient and moft humble fervant,
J.C.

To Joun CarLrauvp, Efg;

Sir, Fort William, yth April, 1760.

I Am now forced to touch upon a fubje&, which appears to me to re-
quire our, greateft attention. Some days ago I wrote to Mr, Haftings,
concerning an information which was given me, that the old Nabob had
fent a tru(%y perfon with a fubmiffive Arzgee to the Shaw Zadda, in which
he exculpated himfelf, by throwing the whole blame of the oppofition
’ . made
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made to his arms, on the machinations of the Englith. Mr. Haftings,
in his letter in anfwer to mine, feemed to think it impoffible fuch a ftep
cauld have been taken by the Nahob, or indeed that he could have fent
any Arzgee at all : however, in a fubfequent letter from him, of the 27th,
he finds out that an Arzgee was fent, though different in purport to that I
informed him of, As I thought it moft effential to us, to trace, if poffi-
ble, the truth, I employed an emiffary to Comgaar Khan, the confe-
quence of which has been a Phirmaund from the Shaw Zadda, inclofing
copy of the old Nabob’s Arzgee to him, with an apology for not fending
the original. A copy of the copy I fend you inclofed, and requeft your
fentiments, how and in what light this appears to you. If the copy 1s
authentic, the cafe is plain, that this man for whom we have drawn the
fword, would not fcruple, if driven to any extremity, to make his peace
by the facrifice of his proteCtors. The Phirmaund, I fuppofe, differs lit-
tle in matter from that he fent you ; he reminds me of the obligations the
Englith lay under to his anceftors, and offers a carte blanche for the Com-
pany, provided we will draw our forces off from doer of evel, and jon
them to his ftandard ; which, he advifes me, he has at prefent fixed at
Seegur, and in a few days after purpofes to ere& it in Morfhadabad, &c.

. T enclofe you a copy of a letter, fent the old Nabob by the Colonel,
which I diGtated to the Moonthee, by his order, a few days before his
departure for Europe, on being informed the Nabob intended fending a
meflenger and petition to the Prince.

‘Whether this is a real copy or not, I will fiot fay ; though Ifirmly be-
lieve it true; that an Arzgee has been fent s allowed ; and if it contained
not matter detracting and injurious to us, why was 1t fent without being
communicated to you by Mhiran, or to Haftings by the Nabob ?

* I am, Sir, your moft obedient humble fetvant,
J-Z. 1.

To Joun CairLravp, Efg;

Sir, : Fort William, April gth, 1760.
AS'T night I received your favour of the 4th, from Mungol Koo,

I think, from your mutual advance to each other, you muft have,
before this, obliged the Prince to make fome decifive motion. I muft
confefs [ have no-idea that he will fland a battle with you, and yet believe
he harbours fome hopes of a general defection of the Nabob’s troops,
though at the fame time he deceives himfelf, if he imagines even this
could be.of any real fervice to him; if he fights, it 15 from the melan-
choly réfle@tion of this being bis ne plus ultra; and that if he does not

now
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now make a pufh, he will be defested by Comgaar Khan and the reft of
his followers, and be without any reafonable hopes of having any powers
whatever to join and follow his future fortunes.

In mine of the 3d and sth, I enclofed you copies of my inftrutions to
Captain M‘Lean; as he is advifed of the fituation of the enemy, I
conceive he will naturally bend his march towards Injilee, and advance
towards us as far Eaft as he can, and keep the courfe of the river.

I confefs myfelf fomething impatient to have your fentiments on mine
of the 7th. I have returned no anfwer to the Prince’s Phirmaund, but
have replied to Comgaar Khan's letter, and intimated to him, that I can
put no faith in copies ; but that if he will fend to me the Subah’s original
Arzgee, 1 fhall then be able to form a judgment, Iam, Sir,

Your moft obedient humble fervant,
J' Zl H'

To Jonn CarLraup, Efg;

Sir, Fort William, April 15, 1760.

I Moft heartily pity the embarrafled fituation you muft neceffarily be in,
with people who manifeft themfelves unworthy that government they
have ufurped. I moft confefs, the Nabob’s whole condué appears to me
much more myfterious than that of the Prince; circumftanced as he is,
he muft plan various fchemes, and from the nature of things, his coun-
cils muft be attended with much confufion and irrefolution. The Nabob’s
backwardnefs to engage him appears to me abfolutely unaccountable, un-
lefs it arifes from fome fecret negotiations, which it is poflible he may
be carrying on with the Prince, to make his own peace at the expence
of his friends. I fhould not think myfelf jufkified in this conjeGture, nor
have given credit fo readily to the petition fent by him to the Prince, (copy
of which 1 fent you on the 7th) did I not know him capable of anything ever
fo unworthy and treacherous. By letters from Mr. Amyatt, I learn Abdallah
has gained another vicory over the Vizier and his friends the Morattors, and
that the Vizier and the young king Shaw Jehawan have theltered themfelves
with the Jauts: this intelligence hes, I doubt not, reached the Nabob,
whofe weak and cowardly imag'nation probably fuggefts fome turn
from that viGory in favour of the Prince, and therefore thinks it neceffary
to temporife. ‘Thefe are formifes of my own, and poffibly may have no
foundation ; they call, however, for fome attention. ‘The parts acted by
both the old and young Nabob, in the recent conteft with the Dutch,
ought ever to awaken our apprehenfions, and urge our being on our
4 guard
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guard againft the politics of an Indoftan Durbar; the more efpecially,
as we fec the party round the Nabob, who we know would cut our
throats if they could, obtain every day more power and influence over
his Councils ; men, who being raifed as he himfelf was, from the dut,
can never vary the complexion of their groveling genivs, Difpofitions,
fuch as K:u, Sir, have now (unhappily) to deal with, can only be worked
on by the moft peremptory dictates. The Nabob muft be urged (I in-
tended to fay forced) to fomething decifive, or in a thort time his country
will be worth nothing to himfelf or any body elfe, I hitherto avoided
wiiting to him on his late unaccountable and provoking conduct. My
with and intention is, that you fhould have every weight your prefent poft
and fituation requires; your {way and influence over the Nabob is, at this
junéture, of the utmoft importance to the Company’s affairs; and it 1s
your own fault if you are not invefted with fuch authority as yourfelf
can with. I therefore requeft you will, without referve, point out to me,
if any additional power or inftruétions to you, to ac independently of the
Nabob, (which we, asa Committee or Board, can inve fyou with) will
conduce to the good of the fervice, and be a meaps of eriforcipg your fa-
lutary councils to the Nabob, and 1t fhall be forthwith tranfmitted to you.
I am, Sir, your moft obedient humble fervant,

J.Z. H.
To the Hont* J, Z. HoLweLL, Efg; Prefident and Governor of Forr
. WiLLiam.
Sir, Camp at Dignagur, April 15, 1760.

IN arder to come at the truth, with regard to the Nabob's Arzgee to
the Prince, Mr. Haftings had recourfe to the Nabob’s Perfian writer ;
2 man wha hath, on many occafions, given him proofs of attachment
and fidelity. The moment he fet his eyes on the paper, he declared it
to be a forgery. May I beg leave to refer you to Mr. Haftings for the
reafons he gave for it; as that Gentleman’s knowledge in the language
will enable him to give you a clearer idea of thefe diftinctions in addrefs
and flile of their letters, than I can pretend to. For my part, I own
after Mr, Haftings had repeated them to me, they were fo fatisfac-
tory as to convince me the probability of its being a forgery was greatly
in the Nabob’s favour.

Two days before I received your letter, Sir, the Nabob and his fon were
with me, and I found the old man big with fomething that he did not
know well how to begin breaking to me. I helped him forward all I
could by thofe kind of affurances which often open the hearts of men ;
and he then told me he had wrote to the Prince, and had received an an-
fwer, fuch a one as gave him hopes, with other circumftances, th;t_the

rince
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Prince might be inclinable to treat and put himfelf perhaps in his power ;
but that he knew he (the Prince) would not do this, without I would be
fecurity for his fafety. The Nabob was defirous to know, in fuch acafe,
how 1 would a& ; but the main dpﬁ: of the difcourfe was, to find out
how far I would be confenting to give him an opportunity of difplaying
the true eaftern fyftem of politics, by cutting him off. You may eafily,
Sir, guefs my anfwer, that I was ready to do every thing for his fervice
confiftent with the honour of my country, and the facred regard we gave
to our word ; and befides, if the Prince made any addrefs to me on this
fubjed of fecurity, I muft firt have your orders and inftrutions in this
affair.  And thus the converfation ended.

I made it my bufinefs afterwards to enquire among fome of the Nabob’s
people, on what grounds he founded thefe hopes of getting the Prince in
his power ? but they all aflured me, as I fufpe@ed, that they were no
more than the idle reports of fome of his minions, who knew fuch fto-
ries would be well received and credited, and fo found advantage in flat-
tering his foolith hopes.

Ttis a very unfortunate circumftance that we have to do with a weak
man, who neither from principle nor merit deferves the dignity of the fta-
tion in which we have put him, and in which he would not re-
main twenty-four hours, if we were to withdraw our prote&ion from
him, and on which he fo much depends, that I am obliged to give
him a guard of Seapoys for the fafety of his perfon. It doth not ap-
pear to me, however, in juftice or in reafon, that we ought to fup-
port him in the purfuit of unjufbfiable meafures; fuch as he follows
in regard to not difcharging the vaft arrears due to his troops, who to a
man have publickly declared, they will not draw their fwords in his
caufe, and that only their fears of us prevent their ufing them againft him.
The confequence will be, as to his part, that while he 8 not afraid of his
head he never will fatisfy them ; and to us, that tho' we may prote&
him from immediate danger to his perfon, we muft relinquifh the hopes of
feeing the country free from troubles, while he keeps a body of troops
that he will not pay regularly, and over whom he confequently hath no
command. ‘This rotten fyftem ftill we might in fome meafure fopport,
were we always affured none but the country powers would difturb us:
but it is more than probable that the French or Dutch, if not both,
may fome time or other renew their attempts to be concerned, and with
how much the more probability of fuccefs from the diftraled flate of
the country while the Nabob continues to govern it foill.

The firft opportunity I propofe reprefenting all this to him in the ftrong-
eft light I poflibly can; and fhould our opinions agree, I fhould mk;‘ itas
a favour
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u favour if you would inclofe a letter from yourfelf to him, on the fub-
je@; I will deliver it, and take that opportunity as the beft to try what
can be done by working on his fears, the only way indeed I am convinced
of managing him to our own advantage and his good. In particular, Sir,
you will be pleafed to inforce the payment of his troops, by hinting, that
if he delays it, I have your orders not to prevent them taking their own

meafures.

To-morrow Captain Knox's detachment marches. The Prince is cer-
tainly gone back, and we talk of nothing but the pleafures of the great
Rumnah firft, and then of an expedition againft the Purnea Nabob to
conclude the campaign. As this laft flep is abfolutely neceflary, I fhall
do all in my power to prevent the former obftruting it ; with what fuc-
cefs, we fhall foon know. Iam, Sir,

Your moft obedient and moft humble fervant, c
J. C.

To Joun CarLravp, Efg

Sir, Calcutta, 22d April, 1760,

I Have the pleafure of your two favours of the 15th and 17th, and muft

take a farther day to reply to them more circumftantially. For the
prefent, I enclofe you a Letter to the old Nabab to the purport of your re-
queft, and with ita copy for your perufal, and I hope approval, It con-
tains, I think, nothing but what fhould at all events be urged to him at this
junure. Something muft be done, and foon, to recover the currency of
the trade of the provinces, or the Company muft be loft; the fale of
their woollen goods, copper, &c. exports is totally obftru@ed ; their in-
veftments in confequence of this, and the unavoidable ftoppage of the
Tunkas wholly at a ftand, and not more than a Lack and half in the
treafury : Particulars you fhould be neceffarily acquainted with, as they
arife from the perpetual troubles of the country, perpetuated, I may fay,
by the wickednefs as well as weaknefs of thofe who govern it.

To give you what are ftill my fentiments on the Nabob's Arzdatht to
the Prince, and my reafons for thofe fentiments, 1 now enclofe you a copy
of my reply to Mr. Haftings on that head , and think my judgment of this
affur more confirmed from the circumftance recited in your favour of
the 15th, to wit, the Nabob’s having acknowledged to you his writing to
the Prince, and that his replies gave him hopes he was inclined to treat,
The carrying on this concealed correfpondence with the Prince 1 cannot
look on in any other light than as the higheft infringement of that refpect
and deference due to your ftation, and the treaty fubfifting between us.

E And
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And here it becomes needful, Sir, to remark, it is full time the Nabob
fhould be convinced he fhould not look on you as an officer fent impli-
citly to fubmit to his orders or fentiments, but as his coadjutor and pro-
tector in the war. And fhould, at any time, his wretched politics dictate
meafures, which appear in your opinion deftructive of the general end
propofed, I'hope, and doubt not, but you will think yourfelf fully autho-
rifed peremptorily to over-rule them, without lofing time in application
here, as I am very well fatisfied we may depend on the propriety of your
conduc in the command you are invefted with.

1 have the honour to be, with very real efteem, Sir,
Your moft obedient humble fervant,
J. Z. H.

This letter affords you a genuine picture of the diftrefled ftate of your
affairs at this period.

To Mr. WarrReEN HasTiNGs.

$ir, Fort William, 20th April, 1760:

I Have your favours of the 13th and 14th, accompanied by your tranfla-
tion of the Suba’s Arzdafht to the Prince, and your fentiments thereon,
Though I confefs your reafoning and conclufions in favour of the Suba’s
innocence, carry probability with it, they appear not to me convincing,
nor fquare with my mode of thinking on this fubject, for the following
reafons: That the Nabob’s Moonfhee fhould, on the inftant, pro-
nounce it a forgery, amounts to no proof of its being fo; that the Na-
bob had fent fuch an Arzdatht to the Prince, and that it was enclofed by
the latter to me, was the difcourfe of the Buzar two or three days before
1t reached me. If you remember, I hinted in a former the intimation I
had received of it ; fo that I may juftly fuppofe the Moonthee was well pre-
pared againft a furprize, and confequently ready to difavow it and pronounce
1t a forgery, which he feems by your letter to have doney even before he
gave it a perofal.  The variation of its diCtion, and deviation from the
ufual form of the Nabob’s addreffes, appear to me equally inconclufive, as
1t 15 not at all improbable thefe might be done with defign to plead and in-
validate, in cafe of its coming to our knowledge. Whether this Arzdatht
was fent by the Nabob or not, it is impoffible to fay with any precifion;;

but this I am clear n, that it contains the very ditates of the hearts of the
minions about him, and of courfe his own ; and the very pleas he would
have made ufe of in his jufhification, if fuccefs and viGory had attended
the Prince.  Thefe firiking confiderations, joined to the whole tenor of
his condud refpe@ing the Dutch, &c. joined to his holding any correfpon-
dence
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dence at all with the Prince without our knowledge and approval, leaves
my judgment of this in the fame ftate it was; though, at the fame time,
1 fee it muft reft here for want of more fufficient proof. [ am, Sir,
Your moft humble fervant,
J Z. H.

To Jeun Carrravo, Efg;

Sir, Fort William, 24th April, 1960.

Long much to have your fentiments on the fubje& of mine of the 224
I and yefterday, I Lve juft now had the pleafure of yours of the
2oth from Goperra, and think it neceffary to advife you I laft night re-
ceived a letter from the old Nabob, chiefly to requeft that I would order
Captain Macklean and half his troops to be entered in his fervice and pay :
A requeft which can with no propriety whatever be complied with (in
which opinion I dare fay I fhall meet your concurrence.) To this effect
I now write him, and enclofe you copy of my letter, that you be upon
your guard when he touches you on that fubject, which I fuppofe he will.

1 think I have already intimated to you, I made no reply to the Phir-
maund fent me from the Prince, but that I anfwered Comgaar Khan's ;
the contents of my letter to him were literally this, « That I had received
« the Phirmaund, and pitied the Prince’s unhappy fituation and misfor-
< tunes of his royal houfe ; that he (Comgaar Khan) was no ftranger to
¢ the tyes and obligations which bound us to fupport Mhir Jaffier Aly

Khan and his government ; that copies amounted to no proof, but that
« if his original Arzdafht was fent me by the Prince, I thould then know
«¢ what judgment to form of it.” With this anfwer I difpatched the
Prince’s meflenger, and the fame time fent two of my own Harkara's to
return with an anfwer, in cafe the Prince thought proper to give me one.
On the 16th they were returned to me with a fecond Phirmaund from him,
and a reply from Comgaar Khan, as alfo two letters from him, one for

jaram Harkara, and the other from Nund-comar, in the diftri& of Seer-
gur.  The Harkaras were feized, ftripped, kept prifoners 24 hours, plun-
der'd of the Phirmaund and letters, and then difmiffed. I have taken
every means poffible for the recovery of the papers, but fear I thall fail in
it, which gives me no fmall vexation, as Iam almoft convinced they con-
tained the original Arzdafht, with poffibly fome other pieces of the Na-
bob’s concealed correfpondence witﬁxim. The Harkaras left the Shaw
Zadda at Garrea Hottea, bis troops much diftrefled for provifions, &,
He was then halting for Subut, whom be left at Jamgam with 3000 Mo-
ratta horfe, and haﬁ the day my pezﬁle came away received an exprefs
from the gosth-weft from fome Rg' s who were advancing with troops

2 to
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1o join him, and who prefled the Shaw Zaddas fpeedy advance towards
Patna, on which the Prince fent ameflenger expreis to haften Subut. On
the other hand, it is conjectured, that the Prince’s march to Bahaar is a
fewnt only ; that his intention is to li perdue amongft the hills, and as foon
as the combined troops are advanced to the northward, return fuddenly
into this province and furprize the city ; and that in this cafe, the Dutch
will declare fcr him, and join him, This fyftem I would certainly adopt,
was I the Shaw Zadda—however, on the whole, you will be better able
to judge of thefe matters than I can at prefent, I am, with perfect
efteem, Siry
Your humble fervant,
J.Z. H

You have now before you all that has been faid on the fubject of the
Suba’s concealed Arzdatht, to the Prince, upon which you will form your
own judgment.—True, we have been robbed (literally fo) of abfolute
proafs in this charge——baut if the ftrongeft prefumptive ones, fupported
by a thoufand corroborating evidences in the Suba’s conduct, have any
weight, our proof is fufficient to claim belief:——the intermediate letters
from our laft remark but one, fpeak for themfelves, and fully prove the
cowardice, or treachery, or rather both, at the river Dummedur.,

To Mr. WARREN HasTiNes.

Sir, Calcutta, April 25, 1760.
IHave your favour of the 2oth, on the fubjec of the Nabob's having
a confiderable part of our troops in his pay, fervice and conftant at-
tendance on his perfon : three days paft, I reccived a letter from him on
the fubje@, to which I yefterday inclofed my anfwer, in a letter to Major
Caillaud, with a copy of mine to the Nabob, for his perufal. To our
complying with this requeft of the Nabob, 1 think there are ftrong and
manifeft objections; the moft importantof whichis, that fuch a ftep will,
I am convinced, lay the foundation of his independence. The 22d, I
wrote a long letter to the Nabob, touching the payment of his troops, and
neceflity for hus difbanding his rabble of Burcundafles, and the greateft
partof his ufelefs cavalry : the letter I inclofed to the Major, with a copy
of it; confer with him as foon as you can, and requeft he will communi-
cate to you the purport of thofe letters.—Two reafons can only be urged
in favour of the requeft now made by the Nabob ; the reducing his im-,
menfe expences, and at the fame time thofe of the Company, by fuch a
reduct-on of troops now in their pay : to accomplith the firft, complying
with hus requeft is ncedlefs, becaufe, though the troops continue in our
pay and dependence on s, yet they will be always at his calt and fer-
VICe ;
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vice ;—and when this campaign is ended, we can, with much propriety,
eafe the ‘Company by a reduction of the Seapoys to 2000 picked men,
which Colonel Clive had determined, if he had ftaid. Iam, Sir,
‘Your moft obedient fervant, |
} Z H

To Joun Carrrauvp, Efgs

Sir, Calcutta, May 2d, 1760,
OUR favour from Maraud-Baag, of the 28th ult, T had the plea-
fure of receiving late laft night, and find the fituation of things
between the two Nabobs juft as I furmifed.—Having occafion to reply to.
aletter of the young Nabob’s, I take the opportunity to urge the ne-
ceflity of his remaining in the city, but touch the fubjec in fuch a way,
s to carry the appearance of the higheft compliment to his prowefs.
“That one of them fhould keep the city is abfolutely neceffary, and a fe-
curity to them both, as well as the province. Iknow but of one way
to keep them fteady, with refpect to the operations of this campaign, and
that a very fhort one: when the meafures determined on are in your judg-
ment abfolutely needful and proper, juft fignify to them, that if they are
not immediately carried into execution, you will march to Calcutta,
and leave them to fight their own battles, and purfue their own councils :
1 will engage you have no further trouble with them ;—and I dare fay,
Sir, you are by this time convinced, that had they been treated i this
way, on the defeat of the Shaw Zadda, above, and in the fortunate con-
junéion of attacking and deftroying him fo lately loft (in both which.
our judicious refolutions and advice were over-ruled) there had been a
;’xappy end to the troubles of the country.

That part of my letter to the Nabob you object to, has been wrong
tranflated and explained to you; the utmoft I intimated on that head
was, ‘¢ That as the feafon was fo far advanced, one moment of it was not
« to be fpent unprofitably.”——By which I intended to prevent the Na-
bob’s idling his time away in the pleafures of the Rumna and the city, of
" which you yourfelf feemed apprehenfive.

Lam, with fincere efteem, Sir,
Your_moft obedient humble fervant,
J. Z. H.

To Joun Carcravun, Efg;

Sir, Calcutta, May 5, 176cm
I Take this jun@ure of complying with a recommendation left me by
Colonel Clive, in favor of Coffim Aly Khan, and have wrote the
Nabob
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“Nabob on the fubje& ; copy linclofe for your perufal——I have, I think,
with good reafon, many doubts touching the integrity, as well as capa-
city, in thefe times, of Rajah Ramnarain, and every principal perfon un-
der him, and am fure the Nabob thould change hands there. If your fen-
timents do not run counter to mine in this particular, I fhall receive as a
favor, your interefting yourfelf in behalf of Coffim Aly Khan,

I am ever, with fincere efteem, Sir,
Your moft obedient fervant,
] Z H.

To Mr. WARREN HasTINGs.

8ir, Calcutta, May 6, 1760.

I Have already intimated to you the very low ebb of the Company’s
treafury ; their whole invefiments atthe Arungs are at a fland ; and
without confiderable fupplies, we fhall not in one month more have fuf-
ficient for even the current expences of the FaGtory——We were yefter-
day under the neceffity of recommending to the Gentlemen of Coffimbrwe
zar, their endeavouring to take up the money there on the Company’s ac.
count, for the ufe of the filk mveftments; as alfo to the gentlemen at
Ducea, to the fame purpofe, for the carrying on their inveftment. Thefe
confiderations will, I doubt not, be fufficient to awaken your attention,
refpecing the expences of the parties under Spears and Fifcher, on ac-
count not a Rupee has yet been remitted to us, Therefore I am obliged
to prefs your obtaining at leaft one lack of Rupees on this account, and
that you will fend it down with the utmoft expedition : thould it exceed
the fums difburfed, which I am fure it will not, the Nabob thall be duly
credited for it. Suffering him thus to run in arrears, in this article of
field expences, is the very worft {yftem of politics we can adopt; and
an effeual flop muft in future be put to it, by infifting on an advance
before our troops leave the garrifon. Without this precaution, the Com-
pany muft fuffer great diftrefs and difficulties in the condudting their
mercantile affairs, as we find fo little dependance on the punctuality of
the Nabob’s re-imburfing us. I wrote you very preffingly on this fub-
ject the 23d ult. of which you have hitherto taken no notice. The re-
payment of the 200,000 Rupees lent the Nabob by Mr. Manningham, on the
Company’s account, muft be demanded in the moft urgent terms ; and
if you think it is not in his power to advance that fum, a freth Tunka
on the Kiftnagur Country muft abfolutely be infifted on-~-I mention this
country in preference, becaufe the remaining ballances to be collected
from it are now but fmall. W
e
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We have the greateft reafon to complain of the Nabob’s injurious be-
haviour, refpe@ing his obftru@ing the collection of our Tunkas, both
in the Burdowan and Kiftnagur Countries : from whence I am inform-
ed, by Mefl. Watts and Howit, that his people are, by every oppreffive
meafure, extorting that money which fhould pay our Kiftebundees. I
have wrote the Nabob and the Roy Royer warmly on the fubjed, and
I requeft you remonftrate againft it in the firongeft manner.—And that
you fignify to the former, without the leaft referve, that I abfolutely
will not fuffer a fingle Rupee to be carried out of thofe countries, whilft
we have any the leaft claim upon them. And demand likewife, that he
immediately order his people to withdraw from thence, or I will, without
any ceremony, drive them out.

The neceffity of the Comfpany’s affairs is fuch, that I have been ob-
liged to apply to the Seats for a loan of 10 or 15 Lack, which they,
under various pretences, have refufed : I judged their own fecurity, as
well as an opportunity of obliging the Company, would have influenced
their ready compliance; but herein I judged ill. However, I doubt not
but an occafion may offer, for manifefting a proper refentment to that
houfe for this refufal.

I requeft your fpeedy reply to this, and am, as ever, moft truly, Sir,
AN YOUT TpecCy TP ’Your m:)ﬁ humble fervant,
JZ. 1.

Teo Joun Caivravp, Elg;
Sir, Cdlcutta, May 8, 1760;
MY laft were under date the 2d and sth inftant. In the former
I inclofed, for your perufal, tranflation of a private letter from Mr.
Bifdom, with copy of my anfwer. I now forward to you, tranflate of
his replication. ~After you have cenfidered them, I requeft you will
favor me in. returning them. .

What weight or dependance can be laid on the fentiments or affertions
contained in thofe letters from the dire@ion of Chinfura, you will be as ca-
pable of judging as I am; and I fhould be extremely glad of your
thoughts on this fubject :—for my owsd part, it appears to me, that the
Nabob, with refpect to the Datch, is in a purfiut very wide of the road
we have pointed out to him; and in which we ought_not, nor can,
from any juftifiable caufe, countenance him. That they fhould be fo fac
difarmed of any means or power of rafing diturbances in the country

becomes abfolutely neceflary, both for his fecurity and our own :—but be-
. yond
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yond this, that we fhould fuffer his extorting fums of money from them
(which can anfwer no ufefal purpofe to us, but on the contrary, reflet
dithonour on the power and influence we are fuppofed to have over him)
is a meafure which I really think will not give credit to our name or arms;
and which we cannot too foon difclaim and obje& to. In thefe fentiments,
I dare fay, I have your private concurrence ; and I muft confefs, I fee no
public motive which can fully vindicate our even winking at any oppref-
five or iniquitous defigns, levelled againft chefe or any other individuals
under his government; becaufe, whatever odium may fall on him, the
world will beftow, and that juftly, a large proportion on us, as know-
ing he dare not meditate pratices of this kind, but under the fan@ion
of the alliance between us: let us, therefore, for our own fakes, and
to preferve as much as we can the peace of the country, infit on the
execution of the plan laid down to him ; but oppofe that meafure which
the Nabobs, in place thereof, feem to have only in view, the plundering
their pofleffions; and by this laudable oppofition evince them and the
world, it is not our wifh or aim to injure them in their trade, rights, or
properties ; but to diveft them only of that power which they fo lately
though impotently, employed to the fubverfion of ours.
1 am, as ever, with much efteem, Sir,
Your obedient humble fervant,
J.Z. 1.

P. S, To what I have before urged, I may add the driving the Dutch
to a defperate extremity, by laying fuch heavy and exorbitant demands
on them, which they cannot in nature comply with, will anfwer no end,
at left no good one ; for they will have no refource left, but joining, at
all events, the Nabob’s enemies with the whole force they can collect to-
gether.—I have wrote the Nabob on this fubjet; copy of the letter 1
inclofe you, and forward another to Mr. Haftings, by thefe Cc}ﬁigs.

. Z. H.

To Mr. Warren HasTings.

Sir, Calentta, June 13, 1760,

BY exprefs yefterday from Dacca we have advice, that the Suba has
taken off Allyverdee and Shaw Amet Khan's Begums.———He fent

a Jammaut-daar and 100 horlc, with orders to Jefleraut Khan to carry
this bloody fcheme into execution, with feparate orders to the Jemmaut-
daar, in cafe Jefferaut Khan refufed obedience: he refufed acting any part
in the tragedy, and left it to the other; who carried them out by night
about two miles above the city in a boat, tied weights to their legs, and
threw them over-board : they ftruggled for fome time, and held by the
gunwall
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of the boat, byt by ftrokes on their heads with Latties, and cut-
ting of their hands, they funk.~——Thefe are the als of the Tyger we
are fupporting and fighting for. I am,
Your chedient’humble fervant,

"To the Hon. Joun Zeen. Horwery, Efquire.

Sir, Maraud-baag, June 21, 1760,
THE relation tranfmitted to me in your letter of the 13th, of the

murder of the two Begums, filled me with horror and aftonith-
ment; but how were thofe fenfations increafed, when upon inquiry I was
told, that not only the two wretched fufferers above-mentioned, but the
whole family, to the number of nine perfons, had undergone the fame
fate. I will not mention their names, till I have undoubted proofs of
the truth of my intelligence, which I with (though I cannot expe& it)
I may find not fo bad at laft as it has been reprefented to me.—How
this circumftance efcaped my knowlege, I know not. It was not in-
deed an event to be learned from inquiry, and poffibly the infamy of the
fa& might have made my friends, who were in the fecret, neglect to
fpeak to me upon a fubje& which, from our particular conne&ions with
the Nabob, and his intire dependence on our power, could not but refle&
dithonour upon the Englith name. I have hitherto been generally an ad-
vocate for the Nabob, whofe extortions and oppreffions I imputed to
the neceflity of the times, and want of ceconomy in his revenues ;—
but, if this charge againft him be true, no argument can excufe or
palliate fo atrocious and complicated a villainy, nor (forgive me, Sir, if 1
add) our fupporting fuch a tyrant.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your moft obedient, moft faithful fervant,
WaRrreN HasTings.

The advices fent from Dacca touching thefe murders, were difpatch-
ed immediately after the firft ramour of the deed; and from thence,
as ufual, imperfe@ : fubfequent advices brought the true ftate of that
execution, as follows:

Gofleta Begum, widow of Shaw Amet Jung;

Emna Begum, mother to the Nabob Surajud Dowla, and widow
td Geynde Amet Khan ;

Morad Dowla, the fon of Pattha Kooly Khan, adopted by the Shaw
Amet Jung ;

Lutfen Neffa Begum, widow of Surajud Dowla ;

- Her infant daughters by Nabob Surajud Dowla.
F Thefe
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Thefe unhappy fufferers perifhed all in one night at Dacca, in the
manner before-recited, with about twenty of their women of inferior
note.——It was faid Alleverdy Khan's Begum by fome means efeaped
this maffacre of her whole family. '

A conceived though groundlefs jealoufy of Morad Dowla’s making
his efcape from his confinement in Dacca, wag the caufe of this infernal
carnage.

In the lit of the Subab’s affaffination given in the Memorial, thefe
were omitted :

Abde! Ohab Khan, way-laid and murdered by the Subah’s order, on
the Ramna, on pretence of a confpiracy, in March 1760,

Yar Mahomet, a favourite of Surajah Dowls, affaffinated in prefence
of Mhiran, April 1760.

To Mr. WarreN HasTINGs,

Sir, Fort William, May 8, 1960,

YOUR favour of the 3d I received only yefterday; and, out of the

fulnefs of my heart, I wrote to you the 6th, on the obvious near
approach of the unfurmountable difficulties 1 fhall have to encounter, in
condu&ing the Company’s bufinefs for the current year.——The apology
you make for the Seats, and they for themfelves, we muft fubmit to;
but though they may hold good refpe@ing the large loan I requefted of
them, yet had they been inclined to have fthewn a readinefs to oblige
the Company, they would at leaft have made a tender to me of fuch a
fum as they could have fpared with convenience to themfelves. One rea-
fon they alledge to me for their refufal is, their having refufed the Nabob,
which I now find had not a word of truth in it. Had they complied
with my requeft, it would have armed them with the beft reafon they
could have urged for not complying with his demand ; and it would have
been incumbent on us to fcreen and prote@ them from any violence in-
tended againft them.——A time may come, when they may ftand in need
of the Company’s protetion, in which cafe they may be affured they
thall be left to Satan to be buffeted. .

1 obferve what you fay, refpecting your having advanced the 25,000
Siccas to Capt. Fifcher, for the payment of his feparate detachment.——
The troops muft be paid beyond doubt, but if we are immediately lad
under the neceffity of again difburfing the fums we reccive from the 1::-

4 b
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bob on his acconnt, where will be the end of otir expences? and how
ar¢ the Company to be re-imburfed at laft, if he is fuffered thus to be in
arrears to us? A flop muft be abfolately put to this fyftetn, and foon: I
therefore requeft-you will communicate this, and my laft letter to you on
this fubject, to the Major; and that fome effeCtual means may be dire&ly
adopted, to free us from this tax, fo greatly detrimental at prefent to our
affairs, If time is given to the Nabob until the campaign is clofed, I
know the infuperable trouble we fhall have in recovering a rupee from
him. If fomething is not done fatisfaCtory to us, I fhall be under
the neceflity of laying a reptefentation before the Board, who are, I know,
very well inclined to come to refolutions which will be moft ungracious
to the Nabob in his prefent fituation,

Requeft the Major will communicate to you mine of this date, on the
Nabob’s conteft with the Dutch. I am, Sir,
Your moft obedient humble fervant,
J.Z.H.

To PeTer AmvarT, Efquire.

Sir, Fort William, 11th May, 1760.

Have the pleafure of your letters of the 23d and 25th ult.——Mat-
ters now, I think, grow critical on your fide; the Prince in your
neighbourhood, and, 1 fear, between Knox and the city, into which he
will, Iimagine, find no {mall difficulty to throw himfelf, without fight-
ing under many difadvantages, though I hope you are ftrong enoygh
for an occafional fally to favour any attempt he may make for your re-
lief.——Notwithftanding the Prince’s jun&ion with Mr. Law’s incon~
fiderable force, 1 muft confefs my apprehenfions for the city, are greater
from treachery within, than from any attempts they can make from with-
out, whilft Knox and his party are fo near them. I have no better opi-
nion of Ramnarain’s integrity in the caufe, than I have of his fpirit and
capacity ; and the moft gracious manner his brother and Molydore were
difmiffed by the Prince and Comgaar Khan gives firong caufe of fufpi-
cion : therefore you cannot be too much on your guard againft Ram-
narain, as well as thofe who have the chief pofts under him; and if
Molydore, Donceram, and one or two more of them, were furprifed,
feized and fecured, T doubt not but it would f.cure the fafety of the city.
Whether a ftep of this kind would be practicable, you are a better judge
than I can poffibly be. If Knox makes his way into the city, you will
be firong enough to take the abfolute command of 1t yourfelf, which
1 would by all means recommend to you, and the fame time fecure thofe
you have reafon to think difaffe@ed.” Ramnarain’s backwardnefs to o;}-
. Fa2 "pofe
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pofe the advance of Mr. Law’s party, ' which I learn from yours to the
Major of the 25th ult. evinces that he intends ill, or has no command
over thofe under him ; and confequently he is, in cither cafe, moft un-
worthy the truft he poffeffes, and the fooner he is divefted the better,

Let me hear from you by every poffible opportunity, and believe me
truly, Sir,

y Your moft obedient humble fervant,

J.Z.H.
To Joun Cariravb, Efquire.
Sir, Fort William, 24th May, 1760.

AST night a letter from the Committee was difpatched to you, in

which you had the Gentlemen’s gencral fentiments only on the ftate
of things, without.defcending to the particular caufes of thefe fentiments
which require elucidations.

The fuccefs of Capt. Knox juftifies and does honour to your recom-
mendation and our appointment, and gives quite a new afped to the
late defperate ftate of affairs in the province of Bahar ; where I think the
force under Captain Knoz, if continued at Patna, will, with the affit-
tance of Ramnarain, be amply fufficient to preferve the tranquillity of the
country and fafety of Patna during that period, as alfo to take the field
when the feafon permits, to quell, or rather prevent, any commotions
which may be attempted the next year by the Prince againft the Suba’s
government.——We are averfe, for two important reafons, to you (or
your troops) being farther diftant from us than the Purnea country, each
.of which I will {peak diftin&tly to.

If we have any thing to apprehend from without, either ffom French
or Dutch, we are to expect it from this time to the remainder of the S. W,
monfoon ; therefore it becomes an effential confideration, that our forces
are kept as much within call as the nature of the prefent fervice will ad-
mit of, full giving a preference to ourfelves, and the fecond place only to
the defence of the Suba and his government; he muft himfelf concur
and fubmit to the utility of this precaution for his own fake, his fafety
depending abfolutely on ours, and on the force we have to impede the en~
trance of any Egropean power whatever in his country from any other
quarter : I think he need be under no apprehenfion for thefe five or fix
months at leatt.——And I hope there is yet time to accomplifh the Suba’s
juft purfuits againt Parnea, and for your return to us with the troops,
when the rains fet in; a circumftance which leads me to my fecond

seafon.
Though
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Though the Prince, by this year’s invafion, has benefited himfelf and
followers no more than by the laft, yet the confequence has been equally
fatal to the country, or rather more fo.——The large thare of injury the
Company fuffers in their affairs, by the annual continuance of thefe troubles,
calls for our moft ferious confideration,,as I fee no end to them whiltt
we fupport the prefent {yftem, fo obvioufly tending (and that not by flow
degrees neither) to our'employers ruin, To obviate this, fome meafures
muft be adopted ; in concerting of which your prefence with us and coun-
fels are abfolutely neceffary, as foon as the prefent exigencies of things
can admit of your abfence from the troops.——This moment I am -
terrupted by letters from Mr, Amyatt of the 14th, one to the Committee,
the other to myfelf; in both which he lays fuch firefs on the neceffity of
being reinforced by Europeans and Seapoys, that I fear it muft over-rule
all I have urged in this and my laft paragraph, and after all oblige your
march to Patna, with what force you think can be fpared from the Purnea
cxpedition ; or whether you may not think it eligible to take the whole
with you, and defer that expedition for the prefent. The feeming 1c-
folution the Prince has taken, not to quit the province of Bahar, and the *
increafe of his army, arc firokes we could not reafonably have expected
after the repulfes he received at Patna. By letters of the 12th from thence
they advife us, the Prince and his army were retreated nine corfe towards
Tikara ; by thofe of the 14th, only three; juft to get clear of fallies fiom
the city. Mr. Amyatt feems to write under the greateft apprehenfion as
well for the country as the Company’s inveftment of Salt-Petre, &c.
Meafures for the fecurity of that muft at leaft be entered on, though, for
my own part, I fear if the Prince has really refolved to keep on this fide
the Soan, and is proceeding, as Mr. Amyatt reprefents, fuccours will ar-
rive too late to prevent mifchief. I will dire&tly fummon a meeting of
the Sclet Committee to reply to Mr, Amyatt’s letter, and tranfmit you
their fentiments for your condu@.

Since writing the above, I have received another Phirmaund from the-
Prince, inclofing the original Arzdafht of the Nabob, the truth of which
appears to us to carry much probability, which is all I fhall at prefent fay

‘toit. What follows arc the fentiments of the other gentlemen of the
Committee, as well as my own, )

Hitherto our condu& in fupporting the Suba’s government can hardly
be vindicated to our employers, the more efpecially fince his flagrant and
known breach of the treaty laft year, not only by his invitation of the
Dutch forces from Batavia, but by his thameful and infincere condué and
dealing with us after their arrival, and to this hour refpecting that people,
the weaknefs and inconfiftency of his whole politics doring the courfe of

: this-
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this campaign, joined to the repeated cruelties, murders, and opprefiions,
daily corl:mglittc{i by him or hisp;:n on individuals,—the univerfal detefta~
tion of his government throughout the provinces,—the obvioss certain

of thefe troubles in the country continuing without interruption, whil

this family exifts at the head of it; all thefe, with many other confidera-
tions which I could enumerate, demonftrates, we cannot longer, confi-
ftent with what we owe to the Company, to natural juftice, and pro-
priety, and to the Englith name, fupport a fyftem of ufurpation and
tyranny, which reflets dithonour on it, and muft, if perfifted in, involve
our honourable employers and our colony in a fpeedy ruin.—The more
we fee of this government, the more is verified your own juft obfervation at
your firft knowlege of it, That it is rotten to the core: What then can
be expedted from a fyfem rotten to the very heart of it, in every fenfe—
Ruin muft attend the family, in fpite of our efforts to fave them ; and
we mult as affuredly be partakers in a greater or lefs degree thereof—to
fay nothing of our drawing our fword in fupport of fuch a fyftem, againft
the legal, tho unfortunate Prince of the country, from whom every ad-
vantage and emolument we can with for the Company, is tendered to us,
without limitation.——This being the cafe, we are moft anxious for two
or three days conference with you, if poffible. We think, if there ap-
pears an abfolute neceffity for it, that you may difpatch 150 or 200 Eu-
ropeans, and 4 or oo Seapoys, to reinforce Patna ; and with you could,
under the pretence of foliciting a further fopply of troops, or ficknefs, or
any other cover which may occur to you, leave Capt. Yorke with your
detachment, and return to us, if for twenty-four hours only.——If you
find this impra&icable, without raifing fufpicions, which may have confe-
quences we cannot forefee, then favour me with your fentiments as foon
as poffible without referve, Iam, with the moft perfect confidence and

efteem, Sir,
Your moft obedient humble fervant,

JZ.1H
To the Honourable J. Z. HouweLrL, Efq; Prefident and Governor of
Fort William.
Sir, Camp at Balkiffens Gardens, 29th May, 1760.

IAM honoured this day with your favour of the 24th inftant. My

laft letters of the 24th, and thofe of yefterday, of the 28th, contain
all I can urge in favour of our return to Patna with the young Nabob—
you feem alfo convinced of the neceffity of it, fince the receipt of Mr.
Amyatt’s letters : I fhall be glad to find it further confirmed by the fenti-

ments of the Sele¢t Committee,
Iam
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I am net mafter enough of the fubjed, to know how the Company's
invetment of Salt-petre will be fo much hurt this year; and that you
fear fuccours will arrive too late, to prevent much mifchief; but this I
am very confident of, that if we do not fend fuccours, the whole pro-
vince may be loft, and many years inveftments to come.

T will endeavour now, Sir, to reply as fully as I can to the fubject on
which you defire fo earneftly to know my fentiments ; and hope what I
have to fay will fo fully fatisfy you, that I need not at leaft leave the ar-
my until the eampaign 15 quite concluded, as I think it cannot be done
without prejudice to our affairs.

Bad'as the man may be, whofe caufe we now fupport, I cannot be of
opinion that wecan get rid of him for a better, without running the rifk
of much greater inconveniencies attending on fuch a change, than thofe
we now labour under.——I prefume, the eftablithing tranquillity in thefe
provinces would reftore to us all the advantages df ‘ttade we could wilh,
for the profit and honour of our employers ; and lﬁklhk‘ we id fairer to
bring that tranquillity about, by our prefent influént&'cver'the Suba, and
by fupporting him, than by any change which can be mide.---No new re-
volution can take place without a certainty of troubles; and a revolution
will certainly be the confequence, whenever we withdraw offr prote@ion
from the Suba :---we cannot in prudence neither, I believe, leave this re-
volution to chance---we muft in fome degree be infirumental to bringing
it about.---In fuch a cafe, it is very poffible we may raife 2 man to the dig-
nity, juft as uafit to govern, as little to be depended upon, and in fhort,
as great a rogue as our Nabob; but perhaps not fo great a coward, ner fo
great a fool, arnd of confequence much more difficult to manage.---As to
the injuftice of fupporting this man, on account of his cruelties, oppref-
fions, and his being deteted in his government, I fee fo Intle chance, n
this blefled country, of finding 3 man endued with the oppofite virtues,
that I think we may put up with thefe vices, with which we have no con-
cern, if in other matters weind him fittefk for our purpofe.

Asto his breach of histreaty, by introducing the Dutch laft year, that
was never fo clearly proved, I believe, but as to admut of fome doubt ;---
Golonel Clive, before he left the country, feemed fatisfied that what was
fufpicious in his condu@ in that affair, preceeded not from actual guile,
but from, the timidity of his natare.-~But if we fkill fufpet him from
further circumftances, we always have it in our power to putit to the teft
atonce, by making him act as he ought, whether he will or no.

With
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With regard to drawing our {words againft the lawful Prince of the
country; no man can more pity his misfortunes than I have done, nor
would any one be more willing and hagpy to be inftrumental in affifting
him to recover his juft right ;---but fuch a plan is not the thought of a day,
nor the execution of it the work of a few months ;-—there is a powerfal
party ftill remains ;---the Vizier, with the Maharattasand Jutes, who, not-
withftanding the conftant fuccefs of Abdaliah againt them, ftill make head
againft him ; and fuch are their refources and their numbers, that I believe
they will at laft oblige the Patans to leave the country ; for though they
cannot beat them fairly out of the field, they bid fair to ftarve them out of
the country.

You have, no doubt, received advice from Mr. Haftings, that Abdallah
hath fent orders to the feveral powers, to acknowledge the Prince King of
Indoftan, by the name of Shaw Allum ;---rupees are ftruck by his order
at Bannarras and Lucknow, in that name ;---orders are alfo given to Sujah
Dowlatt, to accept the poft of Vizier; and our Nabob hath got, it is faid,
inftru&ions to acknowledge him, and pay him the obeifance due to the King
of Kings, as he i fliled.

If we were perfecly fure Abdallah would remain, as he fays, until he
faw the Prince well fixed on the throne, and the peace and tranquillity of
the country reftored, we might, I'think, all joined together, be a match
for the Maharattas ;—-but we muft be well affured that Abdallah will
heartily enter, and when entered, will firmly fupport the caufe :---for
thould this appointment of his be no more (as it is poffible) than 2 finith-
ing ftroke, to end his expedition with the eclat of having given us a Mo~
gul, and when a certain number of the country powers had entered into
the alliance, he thould think of a return to his own country, and leave us
to fight it out with the other contending party, I fear the Vizier and the
Maharattas would be too firong for thofe who remained of the alliance,
fuppofing them to be the Ruellahs, and Sujah Dowlatt, and the Nabob of
Bengal.---However, fuppofing all this thouldtake place, why may it not
be done with our Nabob in our hand, ftill his friends and his protectors ?

I'am this inftant favoured with yours of the 25th; and I find by your
poftfcript, that your opinion and mine, with regard to the Prince, do not
differ much. I have no objections to follow the plan you propofe :---let
Mr. Haftings found the old Nabob, and I will go to work with the young
one, who joins me this day.

We may continue our march on to Patna.---The rains will give us time
te negotiate, to fee we go on fure grounds, and make fuch a plan of the
alliance,
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aMtiance, as will do us honour, and be an advantage to our country and
our employers ;---but let us not abandon the Nabob. ~--Befides the reafons
I have urged above, one more ftill remains, which I believe will have fome
weight, aud make us cautious how we attempt, without very ftrong and
urgent reatons, any change in the prefent fyftem,

Yon are well acquainted, Sir, with the caufe which firft gave rife to
the prefent thare of influence which we enjoy in this part of the Mogul's
empire: —a juft refentment for injuries received, was the firft motive
which induced us to make a trial of our firength ;—the eafe with which
we fucceeded enlarged our views, and made us chearfully embrace all
opportunities of increafing that intereft and influence, both on account of
the advantages which accrued from it to the Honourable Company, as
likewife the hopes that it might in time prove a fource of benefit and
riches to our country.—~Such were, I believe, the motives of Colonel
flive’s actions during his adminiftration ; fuch, I believe, were the views
of the Honourable Company, when they folicited and obtained Colonel
Coote’s regiment from the Government; and fuch, Iam certain, is the
plan which the Colonel propofes, on his return, to purfue and to fupport,
in hopes to convince the Miniftry and the Company, as he is convinced
himfelf, that if they pleafe to fupport his project, it will prove of the
greateft advantage to the public,

If T have ftated our fituation right, it follows, I believe, of courfe,
that we are bound with vigour to work on the fame plan, to a& on the
fame principles, and to keep up the fyftem as perfe@ and entire as it was
left in our hands ; that whatever refolutions the Nation or the Company
may come to, on Col. Clive’s reprefentations, they may not be difappoint-
ed, by finding here (at leaft through our faults) any very material change
in our fituation, power, or credit.

One word more.  All we can with to do is, not to fuffer the Nabob to
impofe on us, and to check every beginning of an independence he may
endeavour to affume : — let us confult and improve on every occafion that
offers, the henour and advantage of our employers, and the increafe of
their trade and credit ; and not let them fuffer any additional expeace, on
account of purfuing any plan, or fupporting any fyftem whatever.—B
a&ing thus, I think we cannot err ; we run at leaft no rifk ; and I believe
the Company's affairs may be condu@ed by us under this Suba, as much
fo their advantage and credit, as any other whom a revolution may place
in the government,

. G Inclofed
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Inclofed, I have the honour to fend Mr. Amyatt’s laft letter, received
this morning. “We have had, as you will fee, another brufh with the
Prince’s troops, and with great fuccefs : however, if the other plan goes
on, we muft put an end to this fighting fyftem, and talk coolly on affairs.
—1I fhall expe@ the favour of your opinion with great impatience ; and
have the honour to affure you that I am, with perfet refpeét and efteem,

Sir, your moft obedient and moft humble fervant,
Joun CarLravn.

It is worth remarking, that in this letter we fee many fpecious argu-
ments in favour of fhll preferving this fyftem; apologies are made fot
the Suba’s cruelties and oppreffions ; and even an attempt made to exte-
nuate his conduc in the Dutch affair, by attributing it to his timidity.—
Howfoever Colonel Clive was a@uated to declare afterwards, the fenti-
ments fet forth in this letter, yet the Memorial fent to the Company
(fometime after it happened) carried the teftimony of convition, (to his
having called in the Dutch) figned by Colonel Clive and his whole
counctl.  Poffibly we may be wrong ; but flill we will not hefitate to fay,
that neither the pen nor tongue of a Cicero fhould influence us to think,
the moft atrocious crimes and cruelties can admit of palliation, let the
complexion or principles of that government be what they will,—much
lefs vindicate the fupporting fuch wickednefs, let the advantages be ever fo
great to ourfelves,—But waving here thefe, and feveral other parts of this
letter, we beg leave to refer you to our anfwer immediately following,
where we think we have rendered the whole invalid,—It is more worthy
remark, that all the arguments fo forcibly urged there, vanithed on Go-
vernor Vanfittart’s arrival at Fort William—without, as we remember,
any material alteration in the face of affairs ;—for, after the flight of
Cuddeim Hoflein Khan, the rains fet in, and a ftop was put to all ope-~
sations of the field.—It is true, things were growing worfe and worfe ;—
but that was no more than was forefeen long before, as appears from Mr.
Holwell’s repeated and urgent reprefentations, on his part, as well as on
that of the Committee, though then without obtainin(i any due influence ;
nor will this be much wondered at, when we unmafk the caufe, The
Major having undoubted reafons to expect a change in the government
of Calcutta, and that Mr. Vanfittart would probably arrive with us in
July, or fooner; it is but rational to think, that the Major rather chofe
to be joined with Mr. Vanfittart, with whom he had been long connected
in friendthip, (than with Mr. Holwell, who was in a manner a ftranger
to him) 1n the fubverfion of a government which he faw muft inevitably
be brought on, but at the fame time thought would admit of delay. This
muft have been the plan of thinking adopted by him then, or his fubfe~
quent condu&t in falling immediately into, and having fo principal a

part
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part in depofing Mhir Jaffier Khan, muft a wholly unaccountable,
.._Meﬂ'rs.Pl?l‘:lvgvell, Sumner, and Mac-Gwirex,)P:l:: majori{y of your Sele&t
Committee, very clearly faw through this difguife ; for they too had re-
ceived intimation of Mr. Vanfittart's apgointmcnt ; and convinced that
nothing could be effeCtually puthed by their majority in the Committee,
without having a concurrence from the heart with the Commander in
chief of your forces in the field, contented themfelves with remonftrances
on the unhappy fituation of your affairs ;~having no other alternative in
their power. To the truth of this, we venture to refer to Mr. Sumner,
now in England,

Here we will beg leave to fay publicly, what we have often fid in
private to fome of your Court of Direors; If you would have your
affairs conducted properly in Bengal, give your Commander in chief,
rank, title, emoluments, any thing to make him refpe@able in the eyes
of that government, and your own forces;—but give him not a vote in
your Committees or Councils :—recent and melancholy proofs evince the
impropriety of doing it.—There will ever be one fet of political views in
the cabinet, and another in the camp; and this inevitably muft be the
cafe :—if it had not been fo, you would, in the month of May or June
1760, have been yourfelves Subas of Bengal, and now in pofleflion of
between two and three millions fterling per annum.

To Joun Carrravbp, Efg;

Sir, Calcutta, June 14, 1760.

ANY of the various reafons you affign for our fupporting this go-
vernment, at all events, I thould moft readily fubmit to, were we

at the fame time in any fituation of fupporting and conducing the Com-
ny’s affairs with fuccefs and honour, or indeed of condutting them at
all. They are burthened with a military force at the expence of near
.50,000 Rupees each month, their bare pay, befides the immenfe chirge
of military ftores, &c. The charges of their works, one month with ano-
ther, amount to from 70 to go,000 Rupees. The Company’s great fup-
port, at this time, wil{ be expected from their Bengal inveftments ; and
if we return them this feafon one fhip’s compleat cargo, it will be the ut-
moft the prefent profpedt promifes: for fome time the bufinefs at their
.different Arungs has been at a fand ; they have in a manner loft their
filk inveftment for this feafon.—The balance of their treafury, one lack
and half only, without any hopes of a material fupply, we having ufed
every means in our power to borrow on their account without fuccefs: In

hourly expetation of their credit fuffering further difgrace, from our ine
G2 ability
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ability to anfwer the feveral bills drawn on us from different quarters; i
lefs than the fpace of one month a difgraceful ftop muft be put to the
progrefs of our new works ; and 1 dcc%are to you, } fee not where we
thall get money for the pay of our troops in garrifon, and much lefs for
the fervice of the marine, and other current expenxces of the Prefidency.m
1 have no doubt but you will give due weight and attention to the fore-
going real ftate of the Company’s affairs; and from thence be convinced,
that the fupport of the prefent fyftem, until the Company’s pleafure is
known, will reduce us to no fyftem at all; the more furely fo, as we
have fo little foundation to expect any fupplies at all from them, by the
fhips of this feafon.

Had it ever been my with or intention to have taken our fupport from
the prefent Nabob, and transfer it to any other, your arguments, in that
cafe, would have all the weight with me they fo greatly merit; but, I
think, on a reprefentation of mine to you, and the copy of mine to Mr.
Amyatt, you will fee that was not my aim; for I concur minutely with
your objections to fuch a fiep, and am very clear we fhould not mend
our fituation by a revolution in favour of any other, who would, as you
truly obferve, prove as bad as the prefent, and probably worfe :—But my
views for the Company went much higher. That the country will-never
be in a fettled, peaceful ftate whilft this family is at the head of it, is-a
pofition I lay down as inconteftable; and that until the country enjoys
that fate, the Company’s affairs muft, in confequence, be daily approach-
ing to certain ruin : I therefore judge we could never be pofiefled of a
more juft or favourable opportunity to carry into execution, what muft
be done, I plainly fee, one time or other, if the Company have ever a
fecure footing in the provinces, to wit, Take this country into their own
bands, limiting ourfelves to the province of Bengal only, or extending our
views to thofe of Bahar and Orixa, as on future debate might be thought
moft eligible. The fituation of the Prince at prefent is fuch, that I am
fure he would readily and thankfully hearken to an overture from us, and
without hefitation; grant a Phirmaund appointing the Company perpetual
Subas of the province. His two Phirmaunds to me, as I before advifed
you, offered a Carte Blanche for the company ; and I dare fay, thatto
you was of the fame tenor. With refpe& to the validity of receiving a
Phirmaund from him, I cannot think it poffibly liable to impeachment;
That he is the legal heir to the empire is beyond contradiction ; that Ab-
dallah has proclaimed him Emperor, by the name of Shaw Allum, or-
deied Siccas to be ftruck in bis name, and called him to the throne, are
truths which now L believe will admit of no doubt. But, om fuppofition
things hould come to:the worft, and the iffuc of them at laft prove in
favour of Shaw Jehawn, I conceive it wonld very little affet us, when

once:
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ance in poffefiion of the provinces ; for let the lot of empire fall to whom
it will, the regular remittance of the ftipulated revenues of the country;
from which that court had hardly benefited fince the time of Sujah Khan,
would fecure a confirmation, from whatever Prince fills the throne, if his
eyes are open to his own intereft.

The foregoing favourable circomffances confidered, together with the
prefent ftate of the Company’s affairs, and the many juft caufes and pro-
vocations we certainly have againft fupporting this government any longer,
can we, confiftently with our duty to the Company, difregard an over-
ture, which in fa& came firft from the Prince, fo immenfely advantage-
ous to their affairs—and redounding fo greatly to their honour ?—and by
which we fhould be fufficiently enabled to prevent the French ever regaining
a footing in Bengal, or even an entrance to the country ?—Circumftances
we have moft to apprehend from, of any thing that can poffibly happen
to the moleftation and deftruction of the Company’s influence and con-
cerns in India ; for in fuch an event, we can, from experience, judge the
affiftance we fhould receive from the prefent government.

I have this moment received your favour of the 10th from Hybut
Gunge, and think five or fix days will bring you near the city. As no-
thing material has happened, your obliging apology for not writing more
frequently, was needlefs, for I can very foon account for every moment
of your time, in fuch troublefome and forced marches.——I obferve
the firft difcouragements which check the Prince’s hopes; and yet I
think if he gives us the Subadary, promotes Mhir Jaffier and his fon to
fome confiderable pofts, and takes them and their troops with him, and
is joined by 4 or 500 of Europeans, with 2 or 3000 Seapoys, and a good
field artillery, the refult would be in his favour; and that, with thefe
helps, he would gain the throne of his anceftors :—for though after the
late fuccefs of the Morattors againft Abdallah’s Vifier, it might be impru-
dent in Sujah Dowlet to advance to the fouthward; yet when he was
joined by the Prince, with a formidable force, there would be no objec-
tion to Sujah Dowlet’s joining him with his whole power, in his march to
Delly——Think, Sir, how glorious a circumftance for our Company
and nation, to be aiding in fo juft and honourable a fervice! and what
might they not both exped, if the Prince was eftablithed on the throne
ef Indoftan-; an event which appears to me a moral certainty, by fucha
coalition as is juft hinted at above,

If matters fhould chance to come into treaty, a ratification of Colonel
Clive's Jagier muft not be forgot.
I am with real efteem, Sir,
Your obedient humble Servant, J, Z. H,



{f 5¢1

How far his Lordthip’s prior and fubfequent treatment of Mr. Hol-
wel, merited this tender confideration, we leave to his Lo‘rdﬂ:ip's breaft ;—
and only remark, that this thought never occurred to his bofom friends,
ahen they had it in their power to have freened him from much trouble
and more anxiety.

To PeTer AMYATT, Efg;

Sir, Calcutta, 3oth May, 1760.

INCE mine of the 25th, I have received a letter from Mr. Haftings,

enclofing abftracts of one from Jugul Kiffore, the Nabob’s agent at Del-
ly, to the Nabob, advifing him of the Shaw Zadda being actually pro-
claimed King, and called to the throne by Abdallah; and that the Vize-
rut was fent to Suza Dowla, who has already ftruck Siccas in the Prince’s
name. If this incident is really fa&, which appears probable enough from
the many particulars recited in Jugul Kiffores letter, our proceedings will
require the niceft conduct at this conjun@ure; and as we have hitherto
oppofed his arms, we muft attone in future for fuch oppofition, by mak-
ing our force as ferviceable to him as poffible,—~even by joming him with
fuch part of them as we can poffibly fpare, to affift him in fecuring the
peaceable pofieflion of the throne ; provided we can thereby gain fome ef-
fential point, which we muft now moftaffiduoufly purfue, for the Company’s
benefit ; the fuccefs and accomplithment of which will greatly depend on
yours and the Major’s addrefs, to whom I fhall enclofe copy of this, that
you may a in concert on this occafion for the public good.——

On {uppofition that the Prince is recognized Emperor by Abdallah, I
do not fee how we can, confiftent with our duty to the Company, to na-
gural juflice, or found politics, fupport this family any longer againft the
Prince, without the moft flagrant breach and violation of the laws of na-
tions : Whilft his right remained doubtful, a pretext barely plaufible re-
mained for our condu ; but this recognition of the Prince by Abdallah,
and the principal Omrahs of this empire, divefts us even of that pretext;
and our perfifting will lay us, I fear, not only liable to cenfure from the
Company, but from the whole world.

That the Suba will labour to exculpate himfelf, by throwing the odium
of the refiftance made to the Prince in thefe dominions on us, I have not
the leaft doubt ; of which there needs no fironger proof, than his fecret-
ing this extraordinary event, which on the inftant he fhould have had
communicated to me, by virtue of the treaty fubfifting between him and
the Englith; for all the ingelligence of this affair I have from Mr. Haft-

ings
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ings only, who obtained the copy of Jugul Kiffore's letter from the
Moonthee, contrary, he believes, to the Suba’s intentions ;—fo that, on
the whole, we may reafonably conelude, he is well advanced by thie
time in making his peace with the Prinec at our expence, and poffibly at
the price of the Company’s ruin ;—in which he muft be countermined
without lofs of time, and every picce of treachery carefully guarded againt,
which either he or his fon, we know, are capable of proje&ting againft
our troops, or us, I yefterday received a letter from the old Nabob, de-
firing me to order part of Captain Fifcher’s command to Midnapore, for
the fecurity of that place, and colletion of the revenues; which in my
anfwer I abfolutely refufed, alledging for reafon that his own people were
fully equal to that fervice, and that I could not think of making any fur-
ther difperfion of our troops, at a time when we might daly expe& an
enemy in the river.—We cannot be too much upon our guard againft this
government, at this very critical period, for I perfetly know 1t capable
of the moft fuperlative bafenefs and treachery.

All thefe particulars premifed and duly confidered, the plan for our im~
mediate conduct obvioufly prefents itfelf. The Prince’s refentment to
this family is fuch, that I am convinced the firft overture from us would
be moft readily embraced by himr and his Minifters, that now we (hall
have it in our power to make our own terms for the Company ; and that
if we lofe this opportunity, it is evident to me we fhall never get ano-
ther; and that the Company muft ever remain on the moft precarious
and dangerous footing in this country.

The terms to be laboured for, which now, occur to me, are, 1ft, The
Subadary of Bengal, comprizing Siccli-gully, or Telliaguzry, for the Com-
pany.——2d, Their Governor, for the time being, to bear the title of
Suba, or Nizam of the provinees.——3d, Mr. Law and his troops to be
delivered up to us.——4th, No other European power whatever to be.
allowed to hold or maintain a fortification or troops in the province,—
5th, An abfolate grant, or phirmaund, for the fecurity of our Salt-petre-
farm, free from all caveats and difficulties,~——6th, A ratification of our
treaties with Surajad Dowla, and the prefent Suba ; and full indemnifica-
tion and acquittal to the Company, for all our antient phirmaunds, grants,
and privileges, and full confirmation of the fame to the Company.——
8th, A letter to be obtained froem the Emperor to the King of Great-Bri-
tain, fetting forth the particulars of all thefe grants to his fubjects.

On our fide ;vc engage, rft, To make due and regular remittanee to-
court, pf the ftipulated revenues of the. province——2d, To quit the
protection of the prefent family in.the government.——3d, To pay obe-
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dience to all orders iffuing from the throne ; and 4th, To join the Prince

with all the troops we can poffibly fpare from the defence of the Com-
pany’s poffeffions : but this laft article to be avoided, if pratticable.

If yeu, jointly with Major Caillaud, think the foregoing plan can be
carried into execution, confiftent with the Company’s fafety and advan-
tage, the fame fhall be laid before the Board, and proper powers tranfmitted
to you if 1t meets with their approval. If you judge it impracticable, fa-
vour me with your fentiments, and point out what other probable fcheme
we can adopt, to extricate the Company’s affairs from the difficulties and
obftrn@ions they labour under.

I am, Srr,
Your moft obedient, humble Servant,
J.Z. H.

To the Hon% Joun Zepn. HoLwELL,

Sir, Camp at Paunch-ruckee, 26th June, 1760.

SJNCE I had the pleafure to apprize you of Captain Knox's fuccefs

againft Caudim Hoffein Khan, I have croffed the river with the Na-
bob, and have been in full purfuit of the fame enemy for feveral days
paft. Encumbered by his treafure, and a great quantity of baggage, he
was very much impeded in his retreat, and retired fo flow from us, that
yefterday morning, after a march of fix hours, we found ourfelves in
fight of his rear-guard. Advifed of our approach, he had then juft
ftruck his camp, wherein he left twelve very {mall pieces of cannon; and
withbut feeming to obferve us, continued on his way about three cofs
farther, with our army following him. At the extremity of a large plain,
bordered by a thick grove, and three or four villages, which covered
part of his troops, he made a halt, and drew up his cannon. We did
the fame upon the plain, and a mutual cannonading enfued. Previous to
this, I had fent repeated meflages to the Nabob (who remained a confi-
derable diftance in our rear) immediately to difpatch a body of cavalry, to
ftop them and keep them in play, and not fuffer fo fair an occafion to be
irretrievably loft ; urging, at the fame time, how impoffible it was for
men on foot, fatigued with a long march, to attempt to purfue horfe:
but he continued deaf to my remonttrances, and inftead of fending me
the leatt affiftance, formed his troops above a mile in our rear, and there
waited loaking on until the enemy quitted the field. From the com-
mencement of the cannonading until the firing ceafed, it was about four
hours. Little execution was done on either fide. Two or three times
they appeared in a large body, coming down upon us ; but on our advanc-
ing, immeduately retreated. We drove them from the villages, l:ndd thg
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abandoned to us feven more pieces of cannon, and as many camels load-
ed with rocketts. During the aGion, which very probably was a feint,
for that very purpofe, they found means to unload all their hackeries of
their treafure, Genanah, and other valuable effects, to place them upon
camels and elephants, with which they went off, and are now far enough
out of our reach, All their empty hackeries they alfo left behind them,
Nothing could induce the Nabob, even after all was over, to fend a body
of horfe to intercept them in their retreat, which might bave been effected
with very little hazard. I marched feven cofs after them this morning,
but found they had left their camp, and departed in the night. I have
the honour to be, with equal refpet and efteem, Sir,
Your moft obedient, humble Servant,
JOHN CAILLAUD.

. To PeTer Amvarr, Efg;
Sir, July 1, 1760.
IN expe@ation of hearing more particularly from you, on the Major’s ar-
rival with you, I deferred hitherto replying to your favour of the 12th;
but now tender you my beft thanks for that, and another of the 1gth,
with its duplicate.

We may fay, very truly, that we have not gained much by this wild-
goofe campaign. The Prince and his friends have gained lefs, except we
tofs them a drubbing or two into their feale. Knox is a brave fellow,and I
dare fay the Major will finith Cudheim Hoffein Khan, as you phrafe it, if
he does but ftay, and give him as fair an opportunity. Byt pray, after all,
what is to be the end of all thefe marches, counter-marchings, drubbings,
&ec.? Methinks we feem fo keen after this royal game, as never oncetore-
colle®, that the Company muft ftarve, if we find them no other amufe-
ment ; we will fuppofe Cudheim Hoffein Khan finithed, and the Prince
driven out of the country, with all his adherents, until the rains break
up; when, in all human probability, the fame royal hunt begins again,
and fo on, ad infinitam, whillt the Company have nothing but ruin in
profpe&: No money, no goods, no credit even with ¢bar government we
are fopporting ; which on the contrary, in place of advancing, in this dif-
trefled flate of our affairs, obftru&ts and embarrafies us on every occafion,
in the colle@ion of the Tunckas which are our due, and is capable of, re-
fufing us a perwannah for a year or two’s chinam to finith our new works.
And to form to you a compleat idea of Mahomet Jaffier Aly Khan, he
is now, at this very jun@ure, whilft we are rifking our own throats to fave
his, in fecret negotiation with the Morattors, to introducea body of 25 or
306,000 of them into the provinccs.HHe has agreed to pay them 12 lack

in
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in three months ; a confiderable fum was near being advanced to them,
when he was informed [ had intelligence of it,and then he dropped it. Muf-
faloode Mahomet Khan was difpatched to Cuttack, with two other Mo-
rattors, to fimfh this bufinefs,

I am forry the Major’s fentiments and yours feem to differ from my
own, refpecting the neceflity we are under of fupporting this government,
at all events and in all circumftances. I muft confefs, my reafon is not
at all convinced of this obhgation. If this muft hold until the Compa-
ny’s pleafure be known, it can hold on no other terms, than the Nabob’s
making over fome other parts of the country, that will fully reimburfe the
expence of the troops ; for by Heaven! we thall not be able to pay them
two months longer, 1 am truly, Sir,

Your moft obedient humble Servant,

J.Z. H.
To Mr. Warren HasTings.

Sir, Fort William, 16th July, 1760.

Y OUR obliging letter of the 12th reached me only this morning, as

alfo yours to the Seleé Committee. The fudden death of the young
Nabob is very ftriking, and muft, I think, occafion commotions in the
provinces, Had Providence thought proper to have appointed, by the fame
flath, Rajah Raagebullub to attend him to the other world, the country
would have had a double benefit. Mhiran’s troops, returning under his
command, I think will prove bad politics. He has been at the bottom,
the great caufe of the long diffentions between Mhiran and his father ; and
the young Nabob’s troops, we pretty well know, have neither affection
for the old Nabob, nor can put faith or confidence in him. My reign is
thort ; (I conceive Mr. Vanfittart will arrive with us in ten days the fartheft)
hewever, thort asitis, I would willingly employ the laft hour of it for the
advantage of the public: fhall therefore tranfmit with this that advice to
the old Nabob, which appears to me moft effential for his fervice at this
jun&ure, and what will, I think, prove moft conducive to the fettling
the peace and tranquillity of his country. Copy of my letter to the old
Nabob I inclofe you ; my plan, you will obferve, is thort, and eafily to be
effected, now his fon is gone—to wit, to throw himfelf into the arms of
Mbir Coffim Aly Khan and Roy Doolub ; and difmifs from his Councils
thofe two vipers, Aga Salah of Cuttack, and Rajah Bullob, as well as
that infamous inftrument of his cruelties, Chuccon.

You will fignify to the Nabob, that, on the receipt of your letter, I paid
every cuftomary compliment to his fon’s memory, fuch as minute guns, co-
4 lours
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lours of the fort and fhips hoifted half maft, &c. and have wrote him 2lfo
a feparate letter of condolance on this melancholy occafion. I am, Sir,

Your moft obedient humble fervant,
J. Z. H.

P. 8. You will obferve, that in my letter to the Nabob, I have as yet
only mentioned Coffim Aly Khan to him.

Thus far advanced, we think it effentially proper to lay the whole pro-
grefs of this revolution before you, even to the minuteft circumftance.

To give governor Vanfittart a full knowledge of the prefent fituation
of the provinces, and ftate of the Company’s affairs, the correfpondence
and memorial were preferred to his perufal and confideration, together with
all letters received, as well from the country powers as others, The re-
fult was a declaration from him, that one or other of Mr. Holwell’s
plans mutt be purfued, without lofs of "time, to fave the Country and
Company from impending ruin.~——Colonel Caillaud was immediately
ordered from Patna to join our councils—he arrived. Three or four
days produced, from the governor, a long ftatement of the prefent face of
affairs, and the neceflity of adopting meafures therein propofed, which
were in a manner literally taken from the correfpondence and memorial,
and obtained the fanction and concurrence of Colonel Caillaud, and the
majority notonly of the committee, but of the council alfo.

At this period Mr. Holwell received frequent letters from Mhir Ma-
homet Coffim Aly Khan, containing the ftrongeft profeffions and affurances
in favor of the Company, if, by our fupport, he was promoted to the
fucceffion of the Dewannee, and other pofts enjoyed by the late Chuta
Nabob, his brother-in-law. Thefe letters were duly communicated to
Mt. Vanfittart, to whom he likewife wrote, but with more referve, ima-
gining Colonel Caillaud had fwayed him in favor of Rajah Raagebullob,
though without any real ground for fuch fufpicion. Thefe matters being
debated in committee, it was judged eligible to obtain permiffion for Cof-
fim Aly Khan's paying a vifit to Calcutta; a circumftance he himfelf had
intimated, in a letter to the governor and Mr., Holwell; the times gave
good pretence forit, to wit, adjufting the operations of the next campargn,
and finally fettling the accounts of the Tunka’s. To gamn this point, the
Governor and Mr. Holwell wrote to the Suba, with good fuccefs; Coffim
Aly Khan had permiffion to come to Calcutts, and left the city fome days
after, and arrived with us about the 2oth of September,

H:2 The
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The ufual ceremonies over, he had a private conference or two with the
Governor ; but ftill forming doubts of his being inflaenced by Colonel
Caillaud, kept himfelf mach on the referve: the Governor expoftulated
with h'm on fo improper a conduét. To this he replied, that he had the
ftrongeft reafons to conclude the new Colonel was his enemy ; and there-
fore defired Mr. Holwell might be deputed to have a conference with him,
to whom he could open his whole heart with confidence and freedom ; to
which the Governor gave a ready aflent.

Mr. Holwell being well apprized that Coja Petrufe (to whom the Com-
pany owed much in the laft revolution, but much more in this) had the
greateft weight with, and influence over Coflim Aly Khan, had fecured
him on the fide of the Company; and at a private interview with him, at
Mt. Holwell’s garden, on the fame day of the conference between the Go-
vernor and Coffim Aly Khan, Mr. Holwell formed a rough plan of the
terms which muft be infifted on for the Company, in lieu of the prote&ion
and fupport given to Coflim Aly Khan; which Petrufe engaged he would
promote, to the utmoft of his power and influence.

The next morning, the 24th of September, Mr. Holwell communi-
cated his conference with Petrufe, and laid the rough plan before the Go-
vernor and Sele@ Committee, who approved of it, with little variation ;
and the 25th was appointed for the conference between him and Coffim
Aly Khan —— They met at feven, and about nine Mr. Holwell received
a meflage from the Governor, intimating, that the Sele¢t Committee was
going to fit, and would continue fitting until he joined them with the refult
of the conference.

After the ufual compliments, and many grateful acknowledgments on
the partof Coffim Aly Khan, for the many inftances of friendthip he had
received from Mr. Holwell, during his government, the fcene in point
opened, when, with very little hefitation, he difcovered his views were more
extenfive than had been imagined. He urged the repeated treacherous
condu of the Suba and the late young Nabob to the Englith, who had
been not only their Creators, but their fupport and prefervers ; expatiated
on their cruelties and murders, and the univerfal abhorrence of the people
again(t the Suba and his houfe, dwelt much on his perfonal ingratitude to
himfelf, in two attempts which he had made on his life, at the inftigation
of the late young Nabob ;—cxclaimed againtt the fecret negotiation he had
carried on with the Shaw Zadda and the Dutch ;—communicated the pri-
vate orders he had received from the Suba, when he was fent down againt
the Dutch, to favor them, in contradiction to the public ones, tranfmitted
by the Suba at that time to Mr. Holwell; clofing this introdu(‘,tiorxr with

aying,
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faying, that the Suba was incapable of government; that no faith or truft
could be put ia him § and that, it he was not taken off, it would never be
in his power to render the Company thofe fervices which he had fo much
at heart. :

Mr. Holwell, who little expected a preliminary of this kind, exprefled
much aftonifhment and abhorrence at the overture—and replied, ** That
s« howfoever little the Suba deferved confideration, yet that the honor of
« the Company, and the' Englith name, forbid our hearkening to any at-
¢ tempts againft his life or dignity; that care would be taken, neither he
¢ nor his evil minifters thould in future have power either to injure him,
« the Company, or his Country, in the manner he had already done ; but
< that unlefs he (Coffim Aly Khan) dropped all mention, as well asevery
« intention and attempt of the meafure he had intimated, the conference
¢ muft end there.” To this he acquiefced, but with evident diffatisfattion
of countenance ; and only added, that as he had no fupport but the Eng-
lith, he muft {ubmit to their meafures ; but feared Mr. Holwell was not
fo much his friend as he hoped and expected.

This obftru@ion being removed, bufinefs and much altercation took
place ; none prefent but Coffim Aly Khan, Mr. Holwell, Coja Petrufe,
and Coffim Aly Khan’s head Moonthe (or Perfian fecretary) ; and aftes
debate on each article, the following were agreed to.

1ft, That Coflim Aly Khan fhall be invefted with the Dewannee, be
declared Chuta Nabob, and fucceffor in the Subathip to Mhir Jaffier Aly
Khan, and enjoy all the pofts poffeflcd by the late young Nabob.

2d, That all a&s of the government thall run under the feal of, andin
the name of, —— Mhir Jaffier Aly Khan; but the executive power thould
reft in Coffim Aly Khan ; the dignity of the Suba to remain inviolable in
the perfon of the former, with an allowance of one Lack of Rupees per
menfem, for the fupport of his houthold, &c. expences.

3d, That Coffim Aly Khan fhall pay and make good the balance of
the Tunka’s, as lately adjufted with Omid Roy, on the part of Jaffier
Aly Khan, .

4th, That the Company fhall keep up a ftanding force, for the defence
of the government and provinces, confifting of 8ooo Seapoys, 2000 Eu-
ropean Foot, 2000 Country Cavalry,, and 500 European Horfe.

sth, That
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5th, That to enable the Company to keep up the above ftanding force,
the countries of Burdomaan, Midngorc, Chittygang, and half the annual
produce of the Chinam at Sillet, thall be ceded to the Company in per-

petuity.

The above five articles contain the full tenor and effenthals of the treaty,
though not a lireral copy of it—A fixth anicle, prefled by Mr. Holwell,
That Coffim Aly Khan fhould concur with the Englith in acknowledging
the rights of the Shaw Zadda to the throne of Indogan, was left dormant,
and to be adjufted as future events thould point out.

By one o'clock in the afternoon, Mr. Holwell attended the Committee,
with the articles agreed to by Coffim Aly Khan, which met the unanimous
approval of the members. At this committee it was meved and requefted
by the Governor, and backed by the Committee, That Mr. Holwell would
accompany the Colonel (who was ordered to return to Patna) as far as the
city, with joint powers from the Committee, to carry the foregoing articles
into execution amicably, if poffible, otherwife to force the Suba toa com-
pliance. To this purpofe they were to be accompanied by a detachment of
200 Europeans, 4 picces of field artillery, and 5 or 600 Seapoys, under
the command of Major Yorke, on pretence of reinforcing the troops at
Patna,

This fervice was peremptotily refufed by Mr. Holwell, for the follow-
ing reafons :——Firt, He faw no_fufficient neceflity for it. Secondly,
He was pre-determined to refign the fervice as foon as the treaty was
figned. Thirdly, He muft have been fecond only in the commiffion with
the Colonel ; a charaGter he could by no means fubmit to, under a gen-
tleman he had fo lately commanded ; a circumftance which would have
rendered Mr. Holwell of little weight or confequence at the city.—On
his refufal, the Governor declared he would go up himfelf with the Colo-
nel, on pretence of paying the firft vifit to the Suba,

The 26th and 27th of September paffed in conferences between the
Governor and Coffim Aly Khan, in drawing the treaty out fair, and ad-
jufting meafures touching the carrying it into execution. The 27th, at
night, a Committee was held at the Governor’s houfe, and the treaty in-
terchangeably figned by the Committee on the one part, and by Mhir
Mahomet Coffim Aly Khan Bahadr on the other. The 28th, he made
an entertanment for the Governor and Council ; and the 2¢th, in the
morning, took his leave, and departed for the city——The fame morn-
ing Mr. Holwell took his leave of the Board, and refigned the fervice,

Major
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Major Yorke, with his detachment, marched a few days after, with
inftructions to arrive at the city a day or two after Coffim Aly Khan,
that he might be near enough to protect him, if there fhould be occa-
fion, The Governor and the Colonel followed foon after, and arrived
at the city with the detachment, and took up their quarters at Moradbaag,
on the oppofite fide of the river to Moorfhadabad —But here we will
take up the thread of this detail from Mr. Vanfittart’s own words, in his
remon(trance to the Board of Calcutta, of which we luckily have a copy,
beginning where he leaves off, with the murder of Aly Verrdee Khan's
family, already fpoken to,——
¢ Executions of this kind had made the Nabob the dread or the detefta.
tion of all good men; and he neceflanly became a prey to people of
mean extraction and abject difpofitions, who knowing that a govern-
¢ ment fo managed could not ftand long, fought only to make themfelves
« rich by oppreffions of all forts upon the country and inhabitants, To
the heavy taxes laid by them on markets, is afcribed the prefent un-
ufual fearcity and dearnefs of provifions at the city, the capital of a
country once efteemed the moft plentful in the world. The perfons
who have had the chief fhare in this bad management are, Keenooram,
Moniloll, and Checon, all of low birth, and the two. firft the menual
fervants of Jaffier Aly Khan, before he came to the Subahthip. Thefe
¢ managed fo, as to engage him continually in idle or vicious amufe-
¢ ments, keeping him by that means in utter ignorance of his affairs,
¢ and in a ftate of indifference as to their fuccefs. No money came to
< his treafury, at the fame time nothing was paid to his army, infomuch
that his troops mutinied, and furronnded his palace in a tumultuous
‘¢ manner, threatening to take away his ife ; which they certainly would
« have done, had not his fon-in-law, the prefent Coflim Aly Khan, be-
« come anfwerable, and paid them a very large fum out of his own
¢ treafury. ‘This happened laft June: and if the imminent danger with
which his perfon was threatened on this occafion, awakened hum for a
« moment, no fooner was it removed again to a diftance, than he fell
« back into the lethargy which had fo’long poffeffed him ; the fame un-
worthy minifters remained fhll his only counfellors, and continued in
* the management of his affairs to the laft day of his admuniftration ;
« which he left 1n fo confufed and impoverithed a flate, that in all hu-
* man appearance another month could hardly have run through, before
“ he would have been cut off by his own Seapoys, and the city became
“ a feene of plunder and diforder, the Nabcb having mace no further
« provifion for the payment of the long arrears due to his people, after
* Coffim Aly Khan had freed him from his former extremity. This
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* danger he could not but forefee, and more than once declared his a
* prehenfions, yet had not the power to exert the neceflary means fg;
« preventing it, but funk the decper into dejection.

¢ Befides this inteftine danger to which the government was expofed,
“ two armies were in the field, and waiting ofly the fair weather to ad-
“ vance, the Shaw Zadda towards Patna, and the Beerboon Rajahs of
« Biffenpoor, Ramgur, and the other countries bordering upon the moun-
“ tains, were ready to fhake off their dependance, and had already of-
¢ fered confiderable fupplies to the Beerboon Rajah. The Rajah of
¢¢ Carruckipoor had committed open hoftilities, and taken poffeflion of
< all the country about Bogglepoor, which entirely ftopped the commu-
“ nication between the two provinces on that fide of the river; in a
« word, the whole country feemed ripe for an univerfal revolt, thofe parts
¢ only excepted, whofe natural weaknefs or neighbourhood with the city
¢ intimidated them from taking up arms. To encounter all thefe difhi-
¢ culties, there was nothing but troops without pay, from whom there-
« fore no great efforts could be expeQed: of this a very recent inftance
*¢ occurs in the detachment which was ordered againft the Beerboon Ra-
« jah, three months before the Nabob’s abdication, but never advanced
 more than three cofs from the city ; in which fituation it continued
“ upon my arrival there,

-

-

«

¢« All who are now in Bengal, and acquainted with the tranfations
“ of the government, will bear witnefs that this is a true defcription of
¢ fa@s: and all who are convinced of the facts, will certainly agree, that
« affairs were at an extremity no longer to be negle@ted without ma-
“ nifeft danger of having the provinces over-run, and the trade entirely
¢ roined. I was refolved therefore to ufe my utmoft endeavours to get
“ thefe bad minifters removed ; and judging it might be difficult to pre-
“¢ vail on the Nabob to part with his favourites without fome degree of
« violence, 1 brought with me a detachment of Europeans and Seapoys,
“ under pretence of fending them with Colonel Caillaud, to reinforce the
“ army at Patna.

« I arrived, with the Colonel, at Coffimbuzar, the 14th of O&ober,

“ andthe next day the Nabob paid us a vifit. ‘The 16th we went to the
« city and retorned the vifit: on the 18th, the Nabob came to Morad-
“ baag, by appointment, to talk upon bufinefs. In the converfation
“ which I had with him, in the two former mectings, I had taken oc-
“ cafian to reprefent to bim, in general terms, the bad management of
“ his minifters, the miferies and univerfal difaffetion of the country,
“ and
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¢ and the defperate ftate of his, as well as the Company’s affairs, In ora
“ der to give him a more full and clear view of the evils brought on
“ through the weaknefs of his adminiftration, and to point out the means
¢ for their removal, I had prepared three letters, which, after a fhort
@ and friendly introdution, I delivered to him; of which tranflations are
« hereunto annexed,

¢ The Nabob feemed much affeéted by the perufal of the letters, but
+¢ endeavoured more to put an end to the conference, than to propofe a
« remedy to the evils, I, however, prevailed on him to fend for his
« dinner to Muradbaag, and in a manner infifted on his coming to fome
« determination for the immediate reform of the government, At length,
s¢ he confefled himfelf, through age and grief for the late lofs of his fon,
¢ incapable of ftruggling alone againft fo many difficulties, He defired
« he might have time to confult with his friends. I told him, the men
<« with whom he had lately advifed were not his friends, but his greateft
« enemies; that his returning again into the midft of them, would only
« be the means of augmenting his difficulties ; that he had much better
« take the affiftance of one from amon§ his relations, on whofe true attach-
« mentand fidelity he might more fafely rely. He named five or fix,
« and amongft them Coffim Ally Cawn. I afked him, which of that
« number was moft fit to affift him in his prefent exigencies? He replied,
« without any hefitation, that Coffim Ally Cawn was the moft proper;
¢ neverthelefs, it was with the utmoft difficulty I could prevail on him
< to fend for him, and fo very late that, before Coffim Ally Cawn could
« arrive, the old Nabob wasrf{)extremely fatigued, and in fuch a fate of
< anxiety, that I could not refufe his return home to take hisreft, I was
« convinced indeed, it was to no purpofe to detain him, for fuch was,
¢ the jealoufy he difcovered with refpect to Coffim Ally Cawn, that I faw
¢ he never would confent, without fome fort of force, to give the other
« the means of reftoring order to his affairs. An hour or two after the
« Nabob’s departure, Coffim Ally Cawn arrived, and feemed to be ex-
« tremely apprehenfive, that the Nabob, inftead of trufting him with the
“ management of his affairs, would endeavour by fome means or
« other to get rid of him. Iagreed therefore in opinion with hint, that
« he fhould not go to the Nabob’s houfe, until meafures were taken for
« his fecurity. We refolved, however, to give the Nabob the next day,
« the 1gth, to reflect upon the letters before-mentioned, in hopes that
* he would propofe fome means of regulation. I heard nothing from him
« all day, but found by my intelligence, that he had been in council with
* his old advifers, Keenooram, Montllot and Checon, whofe advice I
« was fure would be contrary to th; welfare of the country in general,
“ and
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« and that of the Company in particular. I determined therefore to a&t
“ immediately on the Nabob’s fears, There could not be a better oppor-
“ tunity than that the night of the 1gth afforded, it being the conclufion
« of the Gentoo feaft, when all the principal people of that Caft would
“ be pretty well fatigued with their ceremonies. ~Accordingly I agreed
« with Caillaud, that he fhould crofs the river with the detachment, be-
« tween three and four in the morning, and having joined Coflim Ally
« Cawn and his people, march to the Nabob’s palace, and furround it
« juft at day-break, being extremely defirous to prevent any difturbance
¢ or bloodthed. I wrote a letter to the Nabab, a tranflation of which is
« annexed, and delivered it to the Colonel, to fend in to him at fuch a time
“ as he fhould think moft expedient. Meafures were taken, at the fame
« time, for feizing the perfons of Keenooram, Monilot and Checon, my
“ intention being only to remove thefe three unworthy minifters, and
« place Coffim Ally Cawn in_the full management of all the affairs, in
¢ quality of deputy and fucceflor to the Nabob. The neceffary prepara-
« tions being accordingly made with all the care and fecrefy poffible, the
« Colonel embarked with the troops, joined Coffim Ally Cawn, with-
“ out the leaft alarm, and marched into the courtsyard of the palace
“ juft at the proper inftant. The gates of the inner court being
“ that, the Colonel formed his men without, and fent my letter to the
* Nabob, who was at firft in a great rage, and long threatened he would
«« make what refiftance he could, and take his fate. ‘The Colonel for-
* bore all hoftilities, and feveral meffages pafled between him and the
« Nabob. The affair remained in this doubtful ftate about two hours,
« when the Nabob, finding his perfifting was to no purpofe, fent a mef-
« fage to Coffim Ally Cawn, informing him, he was ready to fend him
“ the feals and all the enfigns of dignity, and to order the Nobut to be
“ ftruck up in his name ; provided he would agree to take the whole
« charge of government upon him, to difcharge all the arrears due to
« the troops, to pay the ufual revenues to the King, to fave his life and
« honour, and give him an allowance fufficient for his maintenance, All
“ thefe conditions being agreed to, Coffim Ally Cawn was proclaimed,
« and the old Nabob came out to the Colonel, declaring, that he de-
« pended on him for his life. The troops then took poffeffion of all
« the gates, and notice being fent to me, I immediately repaired to the
« palace, and was met by the old Nabob in the gateway. He atked, if
“ his perfon was fafe, which feemed now to be all his concern, I told
“ him, that not only his perfon was fafe, but his government too, if he
« pleafed, of which it was never intended to deprive him. The Na-
“ bob anfwered, that he had no more bufinefs at thecity ; that he (hould

« be
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« be in continual danger from Coffim Ally Cawn; and that if he was
« permitted to go and live in Calcutta, he fhould be extremely happy
« and contented. Though I could not help lamenting his fudden fall, I
« was nat forey for this propofal, as I knew affairs would be much better
< managed without him; and his retaining a thare of the authority
« (howeser fmall) could not fail to caufe fuch per‘Plexities, as might
« prove, in fo critival and dangerous a junctare, of the worft confel
« quences to the adminiftration. Coffim Ally Cawn was accordingly
« gated on the Mufnud, and I paid him my congratulations in the ufual
¢« form, All the Jemmadars and perfons of diftintion at the city came
¢ immediately, and made their acknowledgments to the new Suba; and
< in the evening every thing was as perfe@ly quiet, as if there had
‘ been oo ‘change. The people in general feemed much pleafed
« with this revolation, which had this peculiar felicity attending it,
« that it was brought about without the leaft diturbance in town, or a
« drop of bloed fpilt,

“ The Nabob did not think himfelf fafe even for one night in the
“ city, Coffim Ally Cawn fupplied him with boats, and permitted him
¢ to take away as many of his women as he defired (which he did to
¢ the number of about fixty) with a reafonable quantity of jewels. I
¢ furnithed him with a ftrong efcort of Europeans and Beapoys, and in-
« tended to lodge him at Herajeel, but he would not truft himfelf there,
¢ and begged he might fleep in his boats clofe to Muradbaug, which he
« accordingly did. He continued at Muradbaug the next day, and in
¢ the evening I vifited him with Colonel Caillaud. He aipearcd then
« pretty cafy, and reconciled to the lofs of a power which he owned to
‘¢ be rather a burthen than pleafure, and too much for his abilities to
“ manage fince the death of his fon; and the enjoyment of the reft of
‘ his days in fecurity, under the Englifh protection, feemed to be the
« chief object of his withes.

“ On the morning of the 22d, he fet out for Calcutta, and arrived
¢ there on the 29th. He was met by a deputation from the Council,
* and treated with every mark of refpect due to his former dignity,”

And now having compleated our tafk, we think it neceffary to requeft
your indulgence for any inaccuracies and imperfetions that may appear in
this hafty performance, begun only the /af Saturday, and printed the Wed-
nefday after, under many difficulties, by the attacks againt this revolution
appearing fo late ; which has laid us under the neceffity of omitting, for
want of time, many other material vlouchers : however, we think we have

2 folly
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fully evinced the indifpenfable neceflity which moved your fervants to
this meafure ; and hope we have cleared it from the imputation of uz-
paralleled infamy, and the many other indecent and unbécoming refletions
thrown out by hot-brained refentment againft it.—If we have dofie that,
and enabled you to judge, at the enfuing crifis, with candour and pro-
priety—our labour is not in vain—If we have not, we are forry we have
given ourfelves and you this ufelefs trouble.~——A few fhort refleCtions,
and we come to a clofe.~Had the heads of father and fon been taken off
at the period of the Dutch conteft, in November 1760, as juftice and ho-
nour called for; (and why it was not done, let the world judge) and that
opportunity taken of acknowledging the Shaw Zadda, and receiving the
Subathip of Bengal from him for the Company 3 (or the next opportunity,
when urged by Mr. Holwell)—-happhwould have been the iffue to the.
Company and the nation! happy would it have been for thofe individuals,,
who, unfortunately mifled, fince died, butchered in your fervice! happy
would it have been for thofe, who, in miferable times, fucceeded to COFO-
nel Clive and his Council, daomed.to fupport a government that proved a
difgrace to our name and arms ; and that too with inadequate refources,.
Qn the whole, we hope we (hall not be thought too prefuming, if we ven-
ture to draw one general conclufion for you and ourfelves, to wit—Tka¢
Mtir Yafier Aly Kban, and bis Son Mbiran, were more deferving a balter
than a Subafbip of Bengal, Not that we would be thought, in this, to
detra¢t from the Treaty of 1757, to which we. give the high merit due.
to it, at that fatal, melancholy period.

Mount Felix, ] Z. HOLWELL,
Walton upon Thames, Surry,
Feb, 22, 1764, =
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POSTSCRTIPT

SINCE clofing the foregoing addréfs, a Pamphlet is come to our hands,.

bearing the title of A Letter to the Honourable the Secret Commit-
« tee for Affairs of the Honourable the United Company of Merchants of
« England trading to the Eaft Indics,” figned by fix Gentlemen of your
Council of Fort William.

After we had taken the trouble of perufing this piece, we made fome
inquiries how the Public came by it ? and learnt that it was privately com-
piled abroad, and tranfmitted to England toa relation of one of the Gentle—
men who figned it, to be delivered to the Court of Diretors here ; who,
as we are informed, refuled taking any notice of it, as it did not reach
them by the ufuial and proper channel. ~ If our information in thefe par-
ticulars is juft, we cannot help thinking the method taken by thefe Gentle~
men was deficient in equity and generofity ; for,. to lodge an accufation
when the accufed have no opportunity of vindicating themfelves, is un~
precedented.  Such we conceive to be the cafe refpeting Mr. Vanfittart ;
and we cannot help applauding the jultice of your Court of Dire&ors,
for their candid behaviour in giving no countenance to a proceeding fo irre-
gular.  With regard to the pamphlet itfelf, we cannot think the Publither
of it a friend to the parties concerned ; or if he is, he has certainly judged:
ill in throwing it out at this junéture, We flatter ourfelves, this per-
formance will not have weight enough to influence you, when you com-
pare it with the facs and evidences laid before you in the foregoing Ad-
drefs: but this alfo we fubmit to your impartial judgment—borrowing a
paragraph from the Advertifement prefized to that Letter, as apt to our
purpofe, with a little variatiom:

« But though the wifelt and belt may fometimes differ in points of for
* interefting a nature, yet it is from Fafts and Arguments (drawn from.
“ thofp Falfs) alone, that the Impartial ought to decide.”
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ADVERTISEMENT,

T HE following Letter is publithed to enable the Proprictors of India
Stock to judge of the primary caufe of the prefent commotions in
Bengal, and of the true motives for depofing Jaffier Aly Cawn.

The friends of the Gentleman who accomplithed that revolution, have
handed about an apology for fo extraordinary a flep: It cannot then be
deemed improper to make public the reafons on the other fide.

If names ought to have any weight in determining queftions of this
kind, there are two fubjoined to the prefent Letter, thofe of * Colonel
Coote and Major Carnac, which have a Title to command the higheft ve-
neration from every lover of his country. Both of thefe Officers have
performed actions which might vie with the moft brilliant of antiquity.

Neverthelefs, it is with equal juftice acknowledged, that after the ftroke
was ftruck, fome gentlemen approved of what had been done, who bear
the faireft and moft amiable characters.

But though the wifeft and the beft may fometimes differ in points of fo
interefting a vature, yet it is from facts and arguments alone that the im-
partial ought to decide.

® The firlt of thefe Gentlemen, by his able and fpirited condu, on the coaft of Coro-
mandel, did honour to himfelf, his country and her arms, and fo we will fappofe the other
would have dorre, if fortune had ever given him an opportunity; which fhe certainly did
wot, a5 will appear in another place,



i TO THE HONOURABLE
The SECRET COMMITTEE

For Affairs of the Honourable United Company
of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft-
Indies. )

Copy.

HoNouRABLE SiIRs,

1. Y T gives us the greateft concern to be obliged to addrefs you, in the
I manner we are now under the neceflity of doing; but as we huve
ublicly declared our diffent from the late revolution in the kingdom
of Bengal, and exprefled our entire difapprobation of the meafures pur-
fued confequent thereto; it is our duty to acquaint you with our reafons
for having differed in opinion from the gentlemen who were acceflory to
that revolution, left ill-minded people thould reprefent our oppofition asa
faltion, inftead of owing its rife, as it really does, to our ftriGt regard to
what we think conducive to the honour of our country, and the interefts
of our employers. Had the whole Board been confulted, we dare affert,
this meafure would have been rejected by the majority ; and we humbly
refer to you, whether the (:_.pinion of every member thereof ought not to
have been taken by the prefident, before he ventured upon fo bold a ftep
as the fubverfion of a government.

REFUTATION,

1. Itis very manifeft, thefe gentlemen could be under no concern
at all, upon this occafion ; becaufe they knew they were under no
neceffity of addrefling the Secret Committee in this clondefline man-
aer 3 the Board of Calcutta being always open for every remonftrance
of -their fervants ; through which channel they are conveyed to their
honourabile employers at home : but thefe gentlemen were fenfible,

. that if this regular and ufusl method had been taken, it could not
come hotne without a vindication annexed, which would have ren-
K dered
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dered this performance invalid, and have fruftrated all the expeQa-
tions they had ffom it ; imagining fome ftain, from the dirt they
throw at the revolution of 1760, muft ftick when there were none
at hand to wif;c it off. ‘The ill-judged zeal of their friends in giving
it to the Public, is a fep was never intended by the Compilers ; they
flattered themfelves it might poffibly operate in the dark, bat if it
ever faw the light, they knew it was open to dete@tion and confuta-
tion in all its parts, Here let it be remarked, that Meflts, Van-
fittart, Caillaud, Holwell, Sumner, and M‘Guire, were not only a
majority of the Committee but of the Council alfo. Pray was the
Council confulted in the revolution of 17577 We fay—~No.—Nor
had they any right to expe it; for they could not be capable
judges.—Nor were there any public obje&ions made to this revolution
at the board, before Meflrs. Amyatt and Ellis took their feats, and
Major Carnac was returned to the fettlement.

2. You were informed, laft year, of the furprifing revolation in favour
of Mir Mahommed Coffim Aly Chan, which would neceffarily be repre-
fented in the moft favourable light, by the gentlemen who promoted it,
But whatever judgment vou may have been led to entertain of the meafure,
from their account of it, we cannot but think you will judge as ill of it
ds we do, when you are truly informed of the circumftances with which
it was attended, the manner in which it was executed, and the fteps that
have been fince taken to fupportit: Of thefe we will give youas fucciné
an account as poffible.

REFUTATION.

2. The gentlemen who promoted that revolution ftood in no need
of falfe colouring to recommend it. The whole chain of events,
which made the meafure (of divefting Mhir Jaffier of power to do
greater ills) indifpenfably neccflary, were minutely tranfmitted to
the Court of Dire&tors : they examined, they faw the neceflity, they
approved, and thewed a needful and juft refentment to thofe who
rofe in oppofition to it.

. At a time, when there was not the leaft appearance of a rupture or
lifguft between us and the Nabob Jaffier Aly Chan; on the contrary, a
friendfhip and harmony fubfited ; Mir Cofim Chan, his fon-in-law,
:ame down to Calcutta, on fome pretence or other, to vifit Mr. Vanfit-
art ; and having ftaid a fhort time, he returned to Morfhedabad, A
fow days after Mir Coffim’s departure, Mr. Vanfittat went up to Morfhe-
fabad, on the pretence of a vifit to the Nabob, Colonel Caillaud, with

a party
8
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2 party of two hundred Europeans and fome Seapoys, attended him ; who,
to remove the fufpicion which fuch a force would have neceflarily occa-
fioned, it was pretended were going up to Patna, to reinforce the army
there. When Mr. Vanfittart arrived at Moradbaug, the Nabob paid
bim two vifits, at the latt of which Mr. Vanfittart, without any previous
notice of his intentions, gave him the three letters, mentioned in conful-
tation of the 10th of November, 1760 ; of which copies have been tranf-
mitted you. The abruptnefs with which thefe letters were prefented him,
one clofe upon the other, and the unexpeted propofals contained in them,
terrified the Nabob ; and he was entirely at a lofs how to a&, but de-
fired time to confider on what was to be done. M, Vanfittart, fecing
his perplexity, firongly infifted on his immediately naming fome perfon,
from among his relations, to take charge of the Subathip ; and very par-
ticularly recommended Coffim Aly Chan, who was fent for, and the Na-
bob was defired to ftay till he came; but Coffim Aly Chan delayed fo
long, and the Nabob was in fuch anxiety of mind, and fo defirous to be
releafed from the vifit, being greatly fatigned, that Mr. Vanfittart was
obliged, in order to fave appearances, to fuffer his departure to the palace,
after having détained him much longer than his inclination. That night
and the day following pafled in concerting meafures with Coffim Aly
Chan, bl;:w to put in execution the plan before agreed on in Calcutta ; a
treaty baving been figned for this purpofe, in September, 1760, while Cof-
Jfim Aly Chan was down bere. In {mquence ?;f thefe deliberations, oor
troops clandettinely croffed the river, the next night, under Colonel Cail-
laud, and being joined by Coffim Aly Chan and his party, furrounded
the Nabob’s palace. A letter from Mr. Vanfittart was fent in to the Na-
bob, demanding his immediate compliance with what had been propofed
to him; to which the Nabob returned for anfwer, « That fuch ufage
¢ was what he never expected from the Englith ; that whilft a force was
« at his gates, he would enter into no terms ; and that it was his defire
“our troops might be returned to Moradbaug.” A meflage was then
fent, informing the Nabob, that if he did not dire&ly comply, they fhould
be obliged to florm the palace.  Aftonithed and terrified by this menace,
he opened the gates, exclaiming, « That he was betrayed ; that the Eng-
« lith were guilty of perjury and breach of faith ; that he perceived their
« defigns againft his government ; that tic had friends enough to hazard
¢ at leaft one battle in his defence; but although no caths were facred
“ enough to bind the Englith, yet as he had fworn to be their faithful
« friend, he would never fwerve from his engagement, and rather fffer
¢ death than draw his fword sgainft them.” So fufpicious was he of
being fold, that, « He defired to know what fum of money Coffim Aly
“ Chan was to give for the Subathip, and he would give half as much
* more to be continued : he hoped, however, if they intended to dethrone
K2 “ him,
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“ him, they would not leave him to the mercy of his fon-in-law, from
« whom he feared the worft, but rather withed, they would carry him
s from the city, and give him a place of fafety in Calcutta.” This Lft
requeft of the Nabob’s, the effedt of his fear and defpair, was immediately
laid hold of, and conftrued in the light of a voluntary refignation. Ac-
cordingly, our troops took pofleflion of the palace ; Mir Coffim Chan was
raifed to the Mufoud ; and the old Nabob was hurried into a boat, with
a few of his women and neceflaries, and fent away to Calcutta, in a
manner wholly unworthy of the high rank he had fo lately held ; as is
alfo the fcanty fubfiftence allowed him here by his fucceffor.

ANSWER,

3. With regard to this detail of the revolution, we refer to Mr.
Vanfittart’s Memorial, publifhed in a late Addrefs to the Proprietors ;
by a candid comparing one with the other, you will be capable of
judging which has the greateft appearance of truth and probability.

4. Thus was Jaffier Aly Chan depofed, in breach of a treaty founded
upon the moft folemn oths, and in violation of the national faith. A
Prince of whofe friendthip and attachment you have had many fignal
proofs ; in whofe caufe our arms have, with much honour, been employ-
ed ; and by a firm adherence to whom, the Englith had acquired, through-
out the whole country, fo umwverfal a charaéter of fidelity and conftancy,
that the moft perfect confidence was placed by the natives in them.

ANSWER,

4. The mifreprefentations of this paragraph, fee fully confuted in
the faid Addrefs.

5. 'The advantages to be :ezped by the Company, from the revolution,
were, the grant of the Zamindarries of Burduan, Midnapoor, and Chit-
tagong ; the payment of the balance due from Nabob Jaffier Aly Chan ;
with a prefent of five lack of rupees from Coffim Aly Chan, towards
defraying the expences of the war againft the French, on the coalt of
Coromandel.  Of thefe, Mr, Vanfittart, on his return to Calcotta, ac-
quainted the Board ; and, at the fame time, in juftification of his pro-
ceedings, laid before them a memorial ; copics of which were tranfmitted
to you, by the thips of the laft feafon.

ANSWER,

5. Sec the articles of the treaty in the Addrefs.
6. This
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6. 'This memoria! is introduced with a lift of crimes laid to Jaffier Aly
Chan’s charge ; which, to thofe unacquainted with the Eaftern govern-
ments, will appear deferving of the higheft refentment from a cwilized
pation,  Yet fuch is the ftate of politics in every Afiatic court, that, through
the apprebenﬁons of the Sovereign, and the intrigues and artifices of the
great men about him, inftances of cruelty and oppreffion are but too fre-
quent ; and even the moft beloved among them are too much to be tax-
ed with committing, or at leaft conniving at, aCts of violence ; but it
thould be confidered, that many of thefe are done by perfons in power,
without their knowledge ; and that, as there are no regular punithments
for criminals of flation, and who may be fo powerful that it would be
dangerous proceeding openly againft them, recourfe is often had to the
dagger or poifon to punith the guilty. This was the cafe in moft of the
inftances alledged againft Jaffier Aly Chan; none of which fhew greater

roofs of cruelty, than that which Coffim Aly Chan difcovered when,
geing in poffeffion of the Palace, he was defirous of making the firft a
of his power the affaffination of Jaffier Aly Chan therein, and was very
much difpleafed, when he found we intended to give him prote@ion at
Calcutta. Since his acceffion to the Subadary, we could produce to you
numberlefs inftances of his extortions and cruelties, but that it would run
us into an exorbitant length ; and he feems to have made the more im-
mediate objets of his il ufage, thofe who have been the moft avowed
friends of the Englifh. We fhall only particularife Ramnarain, whom
he difpoffeffed of the Nabobthip of Patna, in which it was always thought
found policy in us to fupport him, om account of his approved faith ; and
he now keeps him in irons, till he has been flecced to the utmoft, when
there is no doubt he will be difpatched. Moft, if not all thofe who
efpoufed the Englith interet, have been laid under the heavicft contriby-
tions, and many have died under the force of torture to exa¢t money
from them ; others have been cither bafely murthered, or (which is a
common practice among Gentoos) unable to furvive the lofs of honour,
have made away with themfelves.

REFUTATION.

6. Suppofe this to be the cafe in meft Afiatic ftates, which we
believe may be true; is it not equally true that moft of Mhir Jaf-
fier’s crucltics were carried into execution from the confidence he
had in our prote@ion ! And fhall we ot bluth for this protection
being granted to him fo long ? Surely if we do not, we ought; for
in the trueft fenfe, his crucltics were our own. As to Cotfim Aly
Khan's being defirous of affaffinating Mhir Jaffier, it 18 a charge we

much doubt the truth of, as we never before heard the fa@t men-
tioned.
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tioned. But that Mhir Jaffier made two attempts to murder Mhbir
Coffim, was a truth well known, and never even doubted ; therefore
fuppofing this charge to be really true, we will not fay revenge and
refentment will juftify the defire he is faid to exprefs; but furely it
will bear fome extenuation, when the proyocation is confidered,
Touching Rajah Ram Narain, the addrefs before referred to will
thew, that Mhir Jaffier had refolved to remove that officer from the
government of Patna, (as a perfon not truft-worthy, nor equal to fo
great a charge) long before Mhir Coffim had any power or influence
at the Durbar, it is very well known that Ram Narain was in treaty
to deliver the city of Patna to the Shaw Zadda, when Col. Clive’s
extraordinary forced marches prevented him, and faved the city and
the province. With refpect to Coffim Aly Khan’s putting him in
irons, it is very well known that for fome years he had rendered no ac-
count of the revenues of the provinces of Bahar, on which head
Mhir Jaffier often complained to Mr. Holwell, who believes Col.
Clive received complaints of the fame kind from him, before he left
India. Thefe gentlemen know nothing is more common than to
put an officer of the revenues in irons, until he delivers in his ac-
counts ; nothing further being meant by it than that he thould not efcape
with his embezzlements. That he was not truft-worthy, nor equal
to that poft, will appear from this very ftrikin‘i circumftance : That
when Col. Clive was on his departure, he ftrongly recommended
Mhir Coffim to Mr. Holwell’s protection, and at the fame time men-
tioning his diftruft of Ram Narain, told Mr. Holwell that Mhir
Coffim was the man whom he ought to put into the government of
Patna, The reft of the accufations againft Mhir Coflim in this pa-
ragra;Ph are vague and general, and without one fingle inftance of
proof 5 confequently ynworthy notice,

«. It is infinuated in the memMorial, that the Nabob's avarice and cruelty
had made him the deteftation of all good men, and that he was in the
hands of bad minifters, under whofe mal-adminiftration the country was
greatly opprefled: as an inftance whereof, the fearcity of grain in the
city is produced. To thefe minifters are afcribed the great difficulties the
Nabob Jaboured under, for want of money to anfwer the expences of the
government, and to pay the army, rendered mutinous for want of their
arrears ; befides which inteftine danger, the provinces were threatened with
an invafion by the Shahzadah with @ powerful army, and feveral of the
Rajahs and Zamindars, were on the point of revolting, to encounter
all which there was nothing but a difaffe@ed army. M. Vanfittart appeals
'to every by-ftander for the truth of thefe facts, and of the imminent peril
to which the country was expofed ; he.declares his intentions were only

to
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to remove the bad rinifters, for which purpofe he carried up with him
the party of E ns and Seapoys. He proceeds to fet forth the manner
in which the old Nabob was removed from the government, and Coffim
Aly Chan raifed. He fays, People in general were pleafed with the re-
volution ; and makes a merit of its being effeGed without the leaft diftur-
bance in the city, or a drop of blood {pilt, He concludes with reprefent-
ing the anxiety the Nabob exprefled to get from the city, through fear
ofg Coffim Aly Chan; and obferves, that he appeared pretty eafy and re-
conciled to the lofs of his power, which he owned to be rather a burden
than a pleafure, and too much for his abilities to manage fince the death
of his fon : and that the enjoyment of the reft of his days in fecurity, un-
der the Englith protection, feemed to be the chief objet of his wifhes.

ANSWER,

. See Mr. Vanfittart’s Memorial, and the proofs in various parts
of the addrefs in fupport of it.

8. 1t is very natural for any perfon who takes an uncommon ftep, to
endeavour to vindicate himfelf by the moft fpecious arguments, and the
moft plaufible reafoning he can devife ; and nothing lefs could be expe&-
ed from Mr. Vanfittart, after having brought about fo unprecedented a
revolution. He has told his ftory with all the aggravations the nature of
it would admit: notwithftanding which, we do not imagine the reafons
he has given in fupport of fo violent a meafure will prove fatisfatory to
the world. He takes great pains to blacken Mhir Jaffier’s charadter, in
order to prejudice men’s minds againft him ; and lays great firefs upon
the fcarcity of grain in the city ; but we apprehend Mr, Vanfittart does
not judge fo harfhly from that circumftance, after what he himfelf ex-
perienced laft year ; for notwithftanding all the care, we ate not to doubt,
he has taken, grain was never known fo fcarce in Calcutta before, nfo-
much that numbers daily perithed.

ANSWER,
8. Not worthy any particular notice.

9. Want of money was the great difficulty the Nabob laboured under ;
but this did not proceed from any fault of his, but from the diftra@ed
fiate in which the country had been ever fince Colonel Chve's departuie ;
fo that a very fmall part of the revenues came into his treafury, The
Burdwan and Nuddea countries were affigned over to the Company for
the payment of the Nabob’s debt*, Midnapoor, the frontier to the fouth-

R welt,
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weft, was over-run by the Marattas* ; Beerboon, and othér Zamindaries,
with the province of Purea, under Kuddom Hoffen Chan, were afe@ted
towards the Shahzadah, who had under contribution the whole province
of Bahar, except the city of Patna and a fmall diftri@ round it. Chit-
tagong, the eaftern barrier, did little more than defend itfelf againft the
incurfions of the Muggs, inhabitants of Aracan, who ufed every year to
come into Bengal for plunder, There remained only the Dacca province,
the diftriéts round Morfhedabad, the Radthy and Dinagepoor countries,
to fupply the immenfe expence of the war, And here lay the Nabob’s
diftrefs, that with one fourth part, if fomuch, of the accuftomed revenues,
he was obliged to maintain an army greater than any Nabob did before
him : and the Englith army was not the leatt confiderable part of the
burthen ; for trufting moft to them, he paid them firt *; which prefe-
rence was the caufe of difcontent to the country troops. And though the
force we had in the field, againft an enemy whom Colonel Clive had,
but a very fhort time before, drove out of the country, far exceeded thofe
the Colonel had with him, yet no material advantage was gained over
them, but the country was over-run apd ravaged by them, and by fre-
quent marches and counter-marches, our own armies became as deftruc-
tive as thofe of| the invaders*. No wonder then at the perilous condition
to which Mhir Jaffier was reduced ; to extricate him from which, it be-
hoved us to exert our utmoft abilities: inftead whereof, he was treated
with the greateft indignity by us, and bafely turned out of his government.

ANSWERS.

9. * And were obftru@ed in the receipts of them by every arti
fice and finefle in Mhir Jaffier's power.

* To what was this owing, but Jaffier Khan’s irrefolution and pu-
fillanimity >—See the Addrefs,

' How he paid them, fee the Addrefs.—

* The fole caufe very well known to thefe Gentlemen, to wit,
defecion, cowardice and treachery in Mhir Jaffier and his fon, fet
forth in the Addrefs in three remarkable inftances, in any of which,
a period might have been put to the troubles, as well as diftreffes of
himfelf, his allies and his country.

10. To remove bad Counfellors:from a Prince is certainly meritorious ;
but it does not feem to us that any thing was ever defigned againft the
Nabob’s minifters ; on the contrary, that the fole intent was to difplace
the Nabob himfelf, is pretty evident, by the treaty before-mentioned,
made in Calcatta®. Had there been the leaft attempt to convince him in
2 friendly manner of any errors in his adminiftration, or of the nc‘c.x'ﬂity

7 of
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«of difmiffing fom his thofe who ifl-advifed him, it is not to be
doubted that he would have hearkened to reafon. That he was not ob-
ftinate againt good advice, may be concluded from the extraordinary in-
fluence which Colonel Clive had over him; in proof whereof we need
only call to mind how violently he was incenfed againft Rajah Ram Nar-
rain, and Roy Dulub; yet the Colonel, by gentle methods, without hav-
ing recourfe to any other force than that of perfuafion, perfectly reconciled
him to the former, and obtained his permifiion for the latter to refide at
Calcutta, and bring thither with him his family and effects,

ANSWER,

10, * See the treaty in the Addrefs, by which it wilt be pretty evi-
dent it never was intended to difplace him, but to diveft him only
of power to bring on the intire ruin of ths country—and us his
allies.—

11. The people in general, very far from being pleafed with the revo-
dution, (2s alledged in the Memorial) were extremely diffatisfied thereat.
Had Coffim Aly Chan been before in efteem among them, or poflefled
any fhare of influence or power, they might perhaps have overlooked
the circumftance of his rife, and a feries of popular actions might in time
have reconciled them to the ufurpation. But he was defpifed and difliked
before he came to the Mufbud, and his behaviour fince has been fo op-
p;_eg';: and tyrannical, that it could not fail confirming the public hatred
of him,

REFUTATION,

1. This man who is faid to be in no efteem, but defpiled and
hated, had a Nabobhip in the province, was deemed worthy of the
Subah’s daughter, and by Colonel Clive of the government of Patna ;
and furely we may, withoyt any offence to thefe Gentlemen, fay,
that Colonel Clive was a fuperior judge in this matter. On the
whole, we may juftly fay, the infiouations thrown out in this para-
gngh are without foundation, and refle@ more dithonour on the
authore themfelves, than on Mhir Coffim.

12. The little difturbance at Morfhedsbad upon the occafion, proceeded
from the apprehenfions all degrees of people were under, from fo large a
force beinrg brought into the city in the dead of :;ight; and Mbir Jaffier,
fo ways fufpicious of the faith of the Englith, had taken no precautions
for his own fecurity. Such is the fuperiority of our arms, snd fo great
the dread of ur forces in this oountr);: that had we gone openly to work,

we
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we fhould have met with little or no difficulty ; which renders our having
proceeded by ftealth and treachery the more inexcufable : and we are truly
forry to have occafion to obferve, that the means by which this meafure
was brought about, have thrown an indelible ftain upon our national chs-
raéter, and injured us as much in the opinion of the natives, as it has of
all the European colonies in this part of the world.

ANSWER.

12. Let Mr, Vanfittart’s Memorial reply to this.

13. It is afferted in the Memorial, that Mhir Jaffier was eafy under the
lofs of his power, which he is faid to have owned to have been rather a
burden to him: but it is evident, on the contrary, from his declarations
fince, and his letters to the Company and Colonel Clive, that he was very
unwilling to part with his government ; and that he greatly regrets the
deprivation of it. He was neceffitated, indeed, to fubmit; and in hopes
of being redrefled fome time or other by the Company, judging that fuch
a ftep could never be approved at home, he very wifely chofe, rather than
truft himfelf with his fon-in-law, to wait patiently for that redrefs in
fafety at Calcutta. So far he might appear refigned to his fate; yet this
can never be conftrued as an abdication of his government, though it has
:)c;n induftrioufly endeavoured to make the world look upon it in that
ight.

REFUTATION.

13. What letters Mhir Jaffier might fubfequently be influenced to
write, we know not—Mr. Holwell, the day after Mhir Jaffier arrived
at Calcutta, paid him a vifit, and had a private conference of two hours
with hun,—in the courfe of which “ he often lamented pathetically
¢ the lofs of his fon; that fince he received that ftroke, he found
‘ himElf incapable of government, or the things of this world ;
« that the exemplary manner in which God had deprived him of a
« fon and fucceffor, had convinced him their fins were great, and
% required expiation ; that he was refclved to expiate.them at the
¢« Tomb of the Prophet, and begged Mr. Holwell would interceed
« with Mr. Vanfittart for a paflage to Judda.—At times, he faid his
« enemies had njured him in the opinion of the Englifh, from
¢ whom he thought he had met with hard treatment” In fhort,
the man who was fo lately and juftly the obje& of deteftation, was
now as real an obje& of commiferation.—Mzr, Holwell applied ta
M. Vanfittart for his paffage to Judda, and in the ftrongeft terms
enforced the propriety of complyng with his requeft; forefeeing,

that
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that if he remained in Bengah, he would ever be an object for a dif-
affected party to work with. Mr. Vanfittart gave his affent ;—but
fome time after, on a reprefentation from the Judda Supra-cargoes,
that complaints from him to the Bathaw might mvolve their fhip in
troubles, the aflent was unhappily withdrawn,

14. We have now, Honourable Sirs, laid before you a true account of
the revolution. The projedtors perhaps thought the advantages it was to
biing the Company, would be a fufficient atonement for the meafure,
and enfure them the approbation of their mafteis, It 15 true the Com-
pany have a confiderable addition of territory, and do now recewve a large
yearly revenue; but as great, if not greater advantages might have been
procured by more honourable means: and the prefent tranquil ftate of
the country, which fecures to the Company, as well as the Nabob, tl.e
full enjoyment of their revenues, is not the effe& of Mhir Coffim Chan’s
Nabobfhip, but of an event which would equally have happened, had
Jaffier Aly Chan been continued on the Mufhud, as can be eafily made
to appear.

ANSWER.

14. There appears a myftery at the clofe of this paragraph’totally
unintelligible : poffibly we may have it explained by and by.—We
will not attempt it here.

15. Soon after Coffim Aly Chan was fixed in the Nabobfhip, the
Company were nominally invefled with the Zamyndaries of Burdwan,
Midnapoor and Chittagong : and only nominally ; for our firft demands
upor‘{ the two former of thefe, for the payment of the revenues, were
refufed.

REFuTATION.

15. This paragraph feems to be a flat contradiction of part of
the 14th—for if the Company ¢ now receive a large yearly reve-
* nue,” it cannot be properly called a nominal inveftiture ; befides,
we know the Company, at the laft difpatch of their thips from Ben-
gal, had received for two years revenues from Burdomazn only, 70
lack, or eight hundred feventy-five thoufand pounds.

16. So bad an impreffion of us did the revolution create in the minds
of the country people, that the Burdwan Rasjah, who, in Jaffier Aly
Chan's time, had often expreffed his earneft defire that the, Company
might continue to collet the revenues of his diftriét, as they had all along

L2 . done
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done, on account of the Tunckaws, and that they would procure the
Zamyndaric for themfclves from the Nabob ; yet after the breach of our
faith to the old Nabob, concluding no reliance was to be placed in our
engagements, be immediately flew off from his former declarations, and
inftead of acquiefcing under our government, he began to a& in open re-
bellion ; he ftopped our trade, raifed a large force, invited the Marattas
into his country, with-held the payment of his revenues, and ating in
conjunction with the Beerboon Rajah, he efpoufed the caufe of the Shah.
Za&dah, with whom he entered into correfpondence.

ANSWER.

16, The Burdwan Rajah was yearly fleeced by Mhir Jaffier, there~-
fore no wonder he withed to be rather under the jurifdition of the
Englith.~His rebellion was of fhort continuance, being prefently
reduced, as well as the Beerboon Rajsh, by our troeps under the
command of Major Yorke ;j—but thefe two Rajahs defection pro-
ceeded from a caufe very remote from what it 1s here aferibed to ;
and which thefe Gentlemen feem wholly firangers to, as we thall
make appear prefently.

17. Several other Zamyndars who had remained quiet whilft Jaffier
Aly Chan was Nabob, now finding the government overfet, thought
themfelves at liberty to withdraw their allegiance, and would not acknow-
ledge Mhir Coffim, but joined the Shah Zaddah; whofe party, by thefe
frequent defections, was firengthened with fupplies both of troops and
money, and whole followers were greatly encouraged by his having been
able to maintain his ground, and continue in our dominions the whole
preceding campaign, in defiance of the Englith army.

ReruTAaTION.

17. Here it is but juft to apologize for thefe Géntlemen’s igno-
rance in affairs, for Meffrs. Coote, Ellis and Carnack were not in
Bengal, during the progrefs of thofe cvents which occafioned the un-
avoidable neceflity of divefting Mhir Jaffier of further power ;—and
coming to the board with an unbappy difpofition to oppofe every
thing that had been done, becaufe they had no hand in the doing
them, they had no methods to pick up materials but from the Bazars
and public reporters of detraition. As for Meflrs. Batfon and Ve-
relft, they were not of the Committee, and confequently could know
nothing of the politieal fyflem; fo that amongft the fix Gentlemen
whg gn this letter, one only of them could poflibly know any

thing
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thing of the matter; and he but imperfecly, by being fo far abfent-
ﬁ'oilnf the center of our Councils.—-wf i 8
18, The Nubob’s troops were rendered quite mutinous by the mews of
the revolution. They declared they knew nothing of Coffim Aly Chan,.
and that now they had loft their old mafter, they were without hopes-
of being paid any part of the immenfe arrears due to them; and nothing
lefs than the extraordinary affiduity and influence of Mr. Amyatt, who
was then chief at Patna, could have prevented them from proceeding to
extremities..

REFuTATION.-

18. No wonder the troops grew mautinous on the news,—though
not out of affe@ion for their old mafter, as is here unjuftly infinu-
ated ; for it is very well known his troaps would have taken his head
long before this, if he had not been prote@ed by ours. The truth
is, Mhir Jaffier was in large arrears to them, which they imagined
they fhould lofe by the revolution; but as they were foon fatisfied in
this point, all difturbance fubfided.~—

19. In this fituation were things when Colonel Caillaud Jeft Patna, and -
Nlajor Carnac received the command of the army from him. The Major
faw it was impoffible for the country to fupport itfelf againt fuch a com-
bination of difficulties, and that if a decifive blow was not foon ftruck;
the Shah could not fail to have immediate poffeflion of all. He there-
fore determined to bring the Prince to an ation as fpecdily as poffible; and
after fecuring Patna by a garrifon, to prevent its being plundered by that
rabble of troops whofe duty it was to defend it, he pufhed on with the
Englith army as faft as he could towards the Prince. He came vp with-
him three days march from the city, the confequence of which brought
on an a@ion wherein he gained a compleat viGory *, and reduced the
Shah in a few days after to the neceffity of putting himfelf under the pro-
tection of the Englith. 'The Major's fuccefs, as it put an end to the hopes
of all the rebellious Rajahs and Zamyndars, fo it at once quelled all com-
motions, and eftablithed the fo long withed for tranquillity in the coun-
trys and the different provinces were now brought into order, and ren-
dered in a condition to gay their refpetive revenues; the Nabob's trea--
fury was enriched, and he was enabled to difcharge the arrears of his:
army, and to advance the money he had tngaged to pay the Company.

® This battle was the molt remarkable of any whicli has lately been fought in India, .
Plafly uot excopted 3 and may even be compared 40 ¢hat of Alexander ageinft Paruss

ReruTarion,
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REFUTATION.

19. This paragraph feems big with importance :—We have fcen,

in many parts of this letter, unjuft infinuations thrown out to the
rejudice of the then commander in chief of your troops, as if all
Ead not been done which ought, and might have been done with
the force he had under his command. We have already, in the Ad-
drefs fo often referred to, pointed out the mifcairiages of the can-
paign he commanded, as in truth owing to the cowardice and treach-
ery of the two Nabobs, when, at three critical juntures, a deaifive
ftioke might have been given; but you fee it was neceflary to de-
preciate and leflen one character, as introluctory to the exaltation of
another. Let us fee how 1t will anfwer the purpofe : Major Carnack
received the command of the troops from Colonel Caillaud, and
with great penetration, © faw it was impoffible for the countiy to
« fupport wtfelf, unlefs a decifive froke was foon fruck., He puthed
« on the Englith army towards the Prince, came up with him,
< brought him to an acion, and—obtamned a compleat viGtory,”—
We have marched ourfelves out of breath, and will paufe a little
to let you enjoy the viGtory——Though your enjoyment will be
thort; for know, that when the Shah retreated from Burdomaan
by the way of Beerboon and the hills, he pafied fome days with the
Rajah of the former, and there concerted the operations of the next
campaign, as follows : The Prince was to march to Bahar, and fet-
tle himfelf if poffible there, to draw the greateft part of the Enghth
forces that way; early in the next feafon the Morattors were to enter
the province of Bengal, and the Rajah of Burdwan and Beerboon
were to rife at the fame time, and join the Morattors; the Prince
was to take the field fomething earlier, to amufe the Englifh, to
avoid coming to any pitched a&ion with them, and watch his oppor-
tunity of flipping by them, as he did the year before, and by forced
marches (having oply horfe) join his friends in the Burdomaan; the
rendezvous beidg fixed at Burdwan the capital :——but unfortunately
for the unhappy Prince, the two Rajahs premature motions fruftrated
this well laid plan; for intelligence arriving at the city of this defec-
tion, the Subah Mhir Coflim, in conjun&ion with Major Yorke and
the troops under his command, immediately took the field, marched
to Boodgaam the frontier of Beerboon, drove a body of the Rajah’s
troops from thence, and took the place. Here the Subah flayed,
and detached Major Yorke to reduce Beerboon, which was foon ac-
complithed, and Nagur the capital taken ;—the Burdomaan country
reduced alfo to obedience, and the Morattors drove to the fouth-
ward.
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watd.—Whilft thefe ftrokes were given, almoft as foon as thought
of, the Prince was amufing our army in Bahar ; and juft as he was
meditating his fodden march to the fouthward, a fpy who had made
incredible fpeed (from Major Yorke’s camp at Nagur,) reached the
Prince, and gave him a particular detail of the difafters attending his
friends in that quarter ; he immediately retreated from the neighbour-
hood of our troups, and advanced towards the Sone. Before his re-
treat he ftood a few minutes cannonading, and this was the only fem-
blance of an acion, that is to ¢ vie with the moft brilliant of anti~
¢ quity, and compared with that of Alexander againft Porus.’——
So far was this from a battle, that it was not even a fkirmifh; the
armes were not within mufket thot of each other, nor a mufket
fired on ether fide, nor a fingle man killed or wounded, but about
eight or mine poor lafcars killed by the blowing up of a tumbil.
The Prince, the night after his retreat, called a council of war of
bis minifters and chief officers; and debating on the deplorable flate
of his affairs, cameto a refolution to treat with the Englith, which
he accordingly did ; induced to it chuefly, by the information he had
received of Mhir Jaffier’s being depofed, to whom he had fo fixeda
hatred, that he fwore by his Prophet, he would never quit the pur-
fuit of him whilft he had ftrength to draw a fword ; and in a Phir-
maund he wrote upon the young Nabob's death by lightning—he
had this remarkable expreffion,— that the wickednefsof the father
“¢ and fon was fo great, God would not truft their punifhment to any
¢ hand but his own.” Thus you have feen, that the defection of
the two Rajahs, &c. and the Prince throwing himfelf under our
protection, were due to other caufes than of this boafted viGory
without a battle ; caufes which thefe Gentlemen did not or would
not know, as they did not make for their purpofe. It is alfo pom-
poufly fet forth— <. That the Major determined to bring the Prince
“ to an action as foon as poffible.” If there 15 any ment in this de-
termination, 1t was due to the board of Calcutta, who had fent per-
emptory orders to fight bim at all events.

20. Whatever merit there is then in the prefent tranquillity, is to be
afcribed to our fuccefs againft the Prince, which, by putting an end to
the war in the country, reduced it to a ftate of perfe@ obedience. And
as all the old Nabob’s difficulties procceded from his dominiors being the
feat of war, and the default of his revenues on that account, there 15 not
the leaft doubt, had our arhs met with the fame fuccefs during his go-
vernment. but that he would have extricated himfelf with eaual eafe.

Anew
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ANSWER.

20, ‘That there is no truth in the whole of this paragragh, s
proved in the laft remark.

21. After what has been fet forth, we believe few will imagine that-
“Mhir Jaffier was depofed by reafon cither of a want of ability to rule, or
.of his bad principles. We would willingly indeed fuﬁpofc, that it pro-
«ceeded rather from the want of a true knowledge of the country policy,
and from an error of judgment, than from lucrative views, had not Mr.
anfittart, and others of the proje@tors, made no fecret that there was a
prefent promifed them by Coffim Aly Chan of twenty lack : *tis true,
they make 2 merit that this was notto be delivered till the Company’s debt
was paid, and his army fatisfied. We ‘have to obferve on this occafion,
hat feveral of us have had offers from the Nabob of very confiderable
fums-to join in his meafures, which we have conftantly made public, as
well as refufed ; and if we, who have always oppofed thofe meafures,
have been thus tried with pecuniary temptations, what may be concluded
«af thofe Gentlemen who have fupported the Nabob on every occafion ?

REFUTATION.

21. The malicious infinuations of this paragraph, are umworthy
Gentlemen~—We aliow this offer (not promife) was made, and una-
nimoufly rejected by Mr. Vanfittart, and the Committee.—~Mr. Hol-
well was charged with the delivery of this refufal, in thefe terms—
¢ That we were labouring for the peace and fafety of the country
* only; and could not, in honour, receivethe offer ; but that when
« the country was fettled, the Company’s debt payed off, and the
< arrears paid to his troops, if he then thought there was aught duc
« from him, he was at liberty to gratify his friends in what manner
« he pleafed."—This is a fa&, which we were not athamed fhould
have a place on the Committee proceedings.—As to the offers made,
and refufal of thefe Gentlemen, we have'their ipfe dixit only; and
we may chufe whether we will believe it.

22. If the Nabob has purchafed the power he is invefted with, it is to
be expeted he will of courfe make the moft of it, by extorting money
from his fubjeéts, and opgreﬁing every province as much as he can; and
asthe fate of Jaffier Aly Chan muft have convinced him bow little we re-
gard the moft facred engagements, he will of neceflity endeavour to efta-
blith himfelf on a foundation lefs precarious than the friendthip of the
Englith. That he alceady begins to do fo, is evident from his ftll increaf-
ing the number of his troops (notwithftanding the prefent tranquillity)

and
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and to render them the more formidable, he is arming and difciplining 2
many Seapoys as he can procure, in the European manner : and to fecur
himfelf as much as poffible from us, efteeming his capital Morfhedaba
(the fcene of his predeceffor’s fall) too near our fettlements, he is abot
erecting a large fort at Rajahmaul, which he propofes to make his plac
of refidence, where he hopes to be out of our reach.

REFUTATION.

22, This paragraph firft begs the queftion, and proceeds to draw
conclufions not warranted by it.—1Is it to be wondered at, that he
fhould think of fecuring himfelf, when he faw a formed oppofition
in our Committee and Council, from the beginning of his govern-
ment, which hourly fthewed a difpofition to affront and infult him,
contrary to the repeated remonftrances of Mr. Vaofittart, for ob-
ferving more temperate and pacific meafures —Is it not 2 known
truth, that at the tables of the leaders in this oppofition, the very
boys in your fervice were taught to huzza, ¢ Jaffier Aly Khan for
¢ ever;” and did not Amyatt publicly declare, ¢ that the moment
« the breath was out of Mr. Vanfittart's body (who then lay dan-
« geroufly ill) he would proclim Muhir Jaffier "—Could thefe
things be notorious,—and Mbir Coffim not be alarmed for his fafety ?

23. When any Member of the Board fuggefts, that the Nabob’s beha-
viour argues a fufpicion of us, for that if he really confided in, and fin-
cerely regarded us, he would not put himfelf to the unneceffary expence
of keeping fo large an army in pay, nor treat foill thofe who are avow-
edly our friends ; it is replied, ¢ That the Nabob is mafter of his coun-
“ try ; and being independent of us, is at liberty to rule and act as he
“ pleafes.” But furely Coffim Aly Chan cannot be more fo than his pre-
deceffor was: and if it be true that the Nabob of Bengal is independent of
the Englifh, and mafter of his own ations, how can the Gentlemen jufti-
fy their proceedings againft Mhir Jaffier, whom they called to fo fevere an
account for the adminiftration of his own government, as to depofe him,
tho’ he had not been guilty of any offence to our nation, nor ever deviated
from his treaty ?

Awewrrep

23. Not worthy notice. See it confuted in 2 hundred places of
the faid Addrefs.

24. Inftead of checking the overgrowing power of the pmfent‘hfa.bob,
it is daily promoted ; and he has even the abfolute command of ougarmy
M . at
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at Patna, the Chief these having diretions to let him have what numbes
of our troops he pleafes to demand, without being allowed to judge of the
nature of the fervice for which they are demanded. This you will ob-
ferve, Honourable Sirs, in the inftructions given to M. Ellis, dated thie
22d September laft, and in the confultation of the fame day, where fome
of our opinions on that procedure are entered.  We cannot help exprefling
how much we fear that an ill ufe will be made by him of this power over
our forces, and that they will fooner or later be employed for fuch pur-
pofes as will render us more odious to the yvhole country, bring greater.
diferedit upon our arms, and reflect farther dithonour upon our nation, .

ANSWER.

24. If the affertions are true that are fet forth in this paragraph,.
we will not attempt to juftify what the Gentlemen here comp,:in
of ; but if Mr. Vanfittart bad feen this accufation, we muft {uppofe
he had it in his power to give.{ufficient reafons for the meafure,

25. Notwithftanding this zealous attachment to Coffim Aly Chan, there
can be no reafon to hope he. will act the part of a faithful ally towards us.
What dependance can be had on a perfon who {0 readily entered into the.
fcheme of depofing not only his lawful mafter, but his patron, under whofe
immediate care be was brought ufu? who fhewed fo.much difloyalty to his
natural Sovercign *, the King of Indoftan, as to evade even acknowledgip
him, till he was in 2 manner obliged to it by our repeated defires? and
who betrays a continual diftruft of thofe wha have appeared any way at-
tached to us ?

REFUTATION;

25, The infinuation, inference and chiarge againft Mhir Coffim,.
in this paragraph, are cqually.extraordinary. Surely they here forget
the man whofe caufe they have all along been defénding, or they
would never have laid themfelves open in fo palpable a blot. Pray,
geatlemen, did pot Mhir Jaffier betray His mafter in the treaty of
1757, and at the battle of Plafiéy ; not only his lawful mafter, but
the grandfon of his patron, who had raifed him from obfcurity to the
firlt pofts in the Subafhip? Did he not alfo draw his fword” againft
his fovereign, and infamoufly projet the affaffinating him 2

* Formerly the Shaw Zadda who was defeated by Major Carnac ¢, in that famous battle
near Patna, Zs reldted above, and who, on the death of his fathu,’!leume King of Indo-
ftan, and confequently Soweceign of Bengal, which is one of the provinces of his empire,
The Shaw Zadda never was defested by Major 00r was there any fameus
u;}emmm, or any battle at all, as related above. ’ y
26, The
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26. The Nabob’s undutiful behaviour to therl:feiné, proceeded in great
meafure from his jealoufy of the regard we profefled for him, and his
fears that we fhould reduce his authority, by fubjecing the Subathip to
its primitive dependency on the Mogul, and obliging him to pay the
royal revenues.  He therefore fet every engine to work to create a rupture
between us ; he endeavoured to make the King uneafy, and to inftil no-
tions into him of his being in danger from us, in order to get him out of
the country, He excited a mutiny i the King’s camp, which, had it not
been for the timely affiftance fent by Major Carnac, might have proved
fatal to his Majefty. He regemdly urged Mr. Vanfittart to difmifs him ;
and forged letters to himfelf and the Prefident, as from the King, com-
plaining of being forcibly detained by the Major, and exprefling his an-
xiety by not being allowed to leave the country. That thefe letters were
forged, his Majefty hath folemnly declared, by an atteftation under his
own hand ; and teftified his abhorrence of fo infamous a proceeding. The
Nabob, however, at laft, o far prevailed, by corruption and intriguing
with fome of the courticrs, as to bring about what he had fo much at
beart, the King’s being fent away without recciving any affiftance from
us, or being paid any part of the revenues of this Subathip. This rebel-
lious behaviour of the Nabob juftly incenfed the King, who declared
that he would not fuffer him to continue in his Subathip, whenever he
had power fufficient to prevent it

REFUTATION,

26, "That the Nabob fhould be anxious to get the King out of the
provinces as foon as poffible, wecan account for, and juftly vindi-
<ate, from caufes very obvious. But how this laboured paragraph
will agree with the violent behaviour of Major Carnac, upon his
imagining there was o0 great and fufpicious an intimacy between the
King and the Nabob, you fhall judge from the following recital.
When theKing was on his vifit of leave at-the Suba’s tent, wherea
grand entertainment was made for him, fome little time before his

ure, he withdrew with the Suba into the inner tent, where they

‘held a private conference, and, as afterwards al%peared, wrote inter-
changeably in each other’s Koran; which, by the bye, is the ftrong-
eft and moft folemn engagement of amity and friendthip in the world
Muflelmen. The Major, on their coming out, exprefied

jn moft loud and vehement terms his diffatisfaction at this private con-
ference, and ordered the interpreter to tell the King his high difplea-
{ure; infomuch that the Suba thought aeceffary to check his paffion,
and defired him to recolle& hc;;asfpuk'mgtothe King: quhi;:‘h
2 s
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he replied, that wHEN HE Was oFrENDED, KINGs AND Nasoss
WERE TO HIM THE SAME,

27. His Majefty, before his departure, gave the moft unqueftionable
proof of his hatred to Coflim Aly Chan, and of his efteem for the Eng-
lith, by the voluntary offer he made them of the Dewanny of Bengal. This
poft is the collection of the revenues of all the provinces fubje& to the
Nabob, which are to be accounted for with the court of Delhy. It dif-
fers from the Subadaree ; the latter being the command of the troops, and
the charge of the jurisdi@tion in the provinces, the expences whereof are
paid out of the revenues by the Dewan. It was formerly a feparate of-
fice, butthe Nabobs of Bengal, taking advantage of the late commotions
in the empire, have afflumed it to themfelves. From the nature of the
office, it is evident that the King, diftrufting the Nabob, intended that
we fhould be a check upon him, and be anfwerable for the revenues, no
account of which he could get from Coffim Aly Chan, who detained
them for his own ufe. This appointment would have brought the Com-
pany about fifteen lacks yearly, exclufive of the lands of Burdwan, Mid-
napoor, and Chittagong, which his Majefty alfo offered to confirm to
them ; and to eftablith their intereft and influence, not only in thefe pro-
vinces, but as far as the city of Delhy itfelf, to which place our commerce
might then, with the utmoft fafety, have been extended.

ANswER.

27, Touching the firft part of this paragraph, we refer to our
laft remark. With regard to the offer of the Dewanee, the ob-
jetions againt receiving it were ftrong and unanfwerable, unlefs we
could have becn invefted with the Subadaary likewife.

28, Itis hard to conceive why fo honourable and advantageous an offer
fhould be rejected : it is alledged it would be the fource of continual dif-
putes between us and the Nabob, and occafion too great a diminution of his
power ; but furely this confideration, admitting it to be true, ought not to
ftand in competition with the honour and interefts of the Company, which
would be greatly promoted by fuch an appointment; what renders this
refufal the more extraordinary is, that it is well known application was
made to the King, foon after Mr. Vanfittart’s arrival, in Jaffier Aly Chan’s
time, for the funads or grants of the province of Bengal, which were ac-
tually drawn out to be fentto us ; but the revolation, in favour of Coffim
Aly Chan, taking place in the interim, an entire ftop was put to the ne-
gotiation,

7 ANSWER.
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ANSWER,

28, The firft part of this paragraph is fpoken to above. Concern-
ing the laft part, we can onlyfay, no grant of that kind was folicited
for, whilft Mr. Holwell had a feat at the Board of Calcutta, though
it certainly would have been puthed for, and doubtlefs obtained, 1f
his remonitrances on that head had been hearkened to.

29. The Nabob was fo inveterate againft all thofe natives who were
known to be in our intereft, that he ufed his utmoft endeavours to prevail
on Colonel Coote and Major Carnac, toconfent to his proceeding to the
moft unjuftifiable feverities againft them, particularly againft Rajah Ram-
narain, having offered the Colonel five lack of rupees, provided he would
concur in the deftrution of that unhappy man, who has fince been given
up to him by the Board. The Colonel’s refufal of this money, we are
well convinced, was the motive of his (the Nabob’s) unjuft fufpicion and
refentment againft him, which appears not only by the Colonel’s letters on
the face of the proceedings of the Board, but alfo by Coffim Aly Chan’s
own declaration to him, that he could not be his friend unlefs he received
his prefent.

REFUTATION.

29. Not one fingle or particular inftance of thefe inveteracies
againft the natives in our intereft, but that of Ram Narain, alre.dy
exploded.

30. The fame fpirit of refentment, which actuated the Nabob againft
Colonel Coote, was equally ftrong againft Major Carnac, whom he alfo
endeavoured to buy over to ferve his ends, but in vain. The Nabob faw,
with a jealous eye, the many diftinguifhing marks of favour the King
conferred on him, and would fain have made a breach between them,
which not being able to effe@, he wrote feveral letters of complaint againft
him to the Prefident, who from prejudice was too much inclined to believe
them, and fought all opportunities of blaming his conduct at the Board,
and of putting the worft conftruction upon all his endeavours for the public
fervice, of which many inftances could be produced.

ANSWER,

30. Thefe large offers and confGientious refofals fpeak an exalted
integrity : they are poffibly true too, at leaft for ought we know:
but we think it would have been better if fo much had not been faid
about it ; for though we may have implicit faith in thefe affertions,
the wicked world may not.

3. A
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37, A flagrant injuftice was done Major Carnac in calling him away
from Patna, when the detachment flill left there, was large enough to
render the. command adequate to his rank, and where he might have been
of fervice: whereas his prefence was unneceffary at Calcutta, as the Co-
lenel .mas going down.

32. A very fignal:infult offered by Cofim Aly Chan to the Englith
nation, was the intercepting, bi his order, a letter which Major Carnac,
when commanding the army, had wrote:to the King, which the Nabob
opened and fent to the Prefident, This letter, with others from the Na-
bob, was minuted in confultation of the sth of Auguft, and it was in-
finuated to contain proof of a plot, concerted between the.Colenel, Ma-
jor, Ramnarain and Shitabray, to create a frefh revolation, Much pains
were taken to find out myfterious meaninfs in the letter, and hints were
thrown out to.prepoffefs the Board, that {uch a combination was attually
on foot; hewsver, after the clafeft fcrutiny into the letter, and the
ftriGeft examination of Shitabray, who was called down from Patna for
that-purpofe, the Board gave it unanimoutly as their opinion, that there
were fot the leaft grounds to fuppofe any fuch combination, the ridicule
whereof was fo confpicuous, that we do not imagine even thofe who fo
ferioufly promoted the enquiry could ever have believed it.

3. The material part of this lettor-related to an application, which the
Major (by Col. Coote’s directions) made to the King, to 'be put i pof-
feﬂgon ofy fome fort in Shuja Dowlah’s country upon the Ganges ; which,
had our troops attended his Majefty, as we muft have marched through
Shuja Dowla’s territories, would have been abfolutely neceflary for a
place of atms, and tokeep up our communication. The fopping fuch
a letter, or indeed any one from a perfon in {o public a charatter as the
Major then was, might be of the moft fatal confequence, was alfo a
public affront, and one that never was before offered by any Nabob; yet
no fatisfaction has ever been obtained from him, although wrote to pub-
Jickly on that head.

ANSWER,

I, 32, anl 33. To thefe paragraphs Mr. Vanfittart muft an-
fwgr,’ wben be bas it in bis power~—Until then, we hope the world
will fufpend their judgment: but if they cannot ftay fo long, they
may 11f‘orm a verdict on the 1;n:lmcity of tbei':zﬂ an‘c}r vamubz other parts
of this performance, we believe pretty joitly, from the manuer 1n
which it has been tranfimitted bitker. 7

34. You will now, Honb* Sirs, be able to compare the prefent with the
preceding government. So momentous a ftep as fubverting the former
6 one
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one, we conceive, ought not to have been undertaken till after the moft’
mature deliberation, and from a thorough knowledge of the country, its

connebns and interefts, But this was far from being the cafe. = Mr.

Vanfittact had only been three months in Bengal, and in fo thort-a {pace:
of. time can hardly be fuppofed to have acquired o perfe& a knowledge of
matters as to be able to determine, that it was abfdlutely neceffary to an--
nul a treaty which had been ratified, in the moft folemn manner; by Ad-

miral Watfon, and Colonel Clive, together with a regularly-authorized-
fele@ Committee, guarantied by the credit of the Company, and the ho-

nour of the nation.

KEFUTATION.

. The credit of the Company, and honour of the nation, would'
Have been funk, the onc to ruin, and the other to proftitution, if pro-
tection had been longer granted to that monfter of iniquity, Mhir
Jaffier. Sce.the Addrefs,

35. The gentlemen, who were the promoters of this revolution, have
ooincided remarkably in each others opinion during the laft year’s conful-
tations : in return, the Prefident has not failed to thew them partiality, of
which we will give you a remarkable inftance : notwithftandihg, in your
Ietter to this prefidency,. dated 21 Jan. 1761, you were pleafed, in the
moft pofitive terms, to order the difmiffion of Meffieurs Surmmer, Playdell
and Mac Guire; yet, on the 10th of Auguft, when, in confequence of
Mr. Mac Guire’s difmiffion, Mr. Ellis was appointed chief at Patna, M,
Vanfittart propofed in Council, that Mr. Mac Guire fhould remain in the
chief-fhip till Mr. Ellis’s arrival, which could not be effe@ied in lefs than
two months. The queftion was abfolutely put to the Board, but carried .
in the negative ; the other gentlemen- not chufing to be guilty of fo glar-
ing a deviation from their mafters orders : and at Mr. Vanfittart’s defire, .
this propofal of his own was not entered on the face of that confultation.
Here it will be neceffary alfo to obferve, that Mi. Holwell, after the
Hon** Company had thewn him fo plin a mark of their difpleafure, as-
to remove him from the Chair to feventh in counci}, at firlt wavered, .
whether.to continue in the fervice or not, till (as he declared) he had a
private conference with Mr, Vanfittart; after which he remained in both
council and fele@ committee till the very day on which Mr. Vanfittart
took leave bf the Board, to proceed to Morfhedabad, in order to executec
the.plan which had been formed ; and then Mr. Holwell refigned.

\
ANSWER.

35. Why it was neceffary to biing Mr. Holwell in opon this oca -
<cafion may not be quite clear : We will therefore clucidate this paf-

 o—
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fage—It was not enough that Mr. Holwell was included in the
many dirty infinuations thrown out in different parts of this elabo-
rate work, againft the projefors of this revolution, &c. but it was
thought m‘gﬁry that be thould be particularly pointed at, with fome
invidious mark of their malice; though they had not art enough
among them to make it at all poignant—Mr. Holwell thanks them
for affording him this fir} favourable occafion of acknowleging all
they fay (of him) in this paragraph is mof firictly true.

Mr. Holwell confefles, that, ftimulated by refentment at the in-
gratitude of his employers, he refolved to quit the fervice immediate-
ly, on Mr. Vanfittart’s arrival—but prefled by him and the committee
to alter his refolves for fome time at leaft—he wavered—and foon
after feeing an appearance of fome falutary turn to the Company’s
affairs, he determined to remain, and give his helping hand to it.—

¢ This was accomplithed—and then Mr. Holwell refign’d.

36. The Armenian minifters of the revolution, Cojah Petruce and
Kojah Gregory, are in the higheft degree of favour with the Nabob and
his adherents ; the former refides in Calcutta, retained by Coffim Aly
Chan, a known fpy upon every tranfalion of the Englith, of which he
never fails to give his mafter the moft regular intelligence, as was too
apparent to both Colonel Coote and Major Carnac, when they were at
Patna. The latter of thefe Armenians has pofis of the greateft truft
near the Nabob’s perfon ; and through the means of thefe men, the Ar-
menians in general are fetting t:jp an independant footing in the country,
are carrying on a trade greatly detrimental to our inveftments in all parts,
and commit daily a&s of violence, which reflect no fmall odium on the
Englith, who are fuppofed to encourage their proceedings.

REMARK.
36. This paragraph requires no anfwer from us.

37. Itis this yftem of adminiftration which we have conftantly op-
pofed, as thinking your affairs could not poffibly profper under it. ~ And
you will now be able to account for miny differences at the Board, which
will appear through the courfe of our confultations, and which will doubt-
lefs furprife you uill the real caufe is known. As we have hitherto denied
our affents to meafures, becaufe we deemed them contrary to your in-
terefts, though the adopting them would have turned out greatly to our
private emoluments ; fo you may reft affured it fhall ever continue an in-
variable maxim with us, to make your honour and advantage the fole ob-
je& of our attention, -

REMARK,



[ o1
ReMazg.
37 Nor this.

38. You have been acquainted, Honourable Sirs, that the King has
applied for your affiftance, to fettle him on the throne, and to recover
fuch parts of his tertitorics as are ftill in the hands of rebels. It is our
opinion, that we have troops enough to form an army for the enterprize ;
and as we have no European enemy: to fear, the forces requifite for this
fervice can without danger be dpared. The Nabob’s large army, which
is now a burden upon the provinces, and only kept up to fcreen him from
the King's powet, and through his jealoufy of us, would afford a confi-
derable addtion, and at the fame time eafe the country of an immenfe
expence. Shujah Dowlat, one of the moft powerful men of the empire,
would join with his forces ; befides many other confiderable powers,
friends to the King, from different parts, would flock to the royal ftand-
ard, fhould we ever take the ficld ; and our army moft probably (as the
King himfelf has frequently declared) would march to the gates of Delhy
without oppofition. We moft humbly fubmit to you, whether fo glori-
ous an opportunity of aggrandizing the Company in Indoftan thould not
be embraced ; and leave it to yourfelves to judge of the reputation and
advantages which would refult to them, if through the means of the
Britith arms, his Majefty thould be eftablithed on his throne. For want
of our aid, he is now atually at a ftand, and unable to profecute his
journey to his capital.

But thould you be unwilling to extend your conneions further up the
country, and inftead of accepting the Dewanny of Bengal, choofe to con-
fine your views to your new acquifitions, and to the trade of Bengal alone,
we beg leave to offer it as our opinion, that we ought to maintain an in-
tereft in the country, independent of the Nabob, by fupporting in power
fuch men as have proved themfelves our friends : This will ferve as a
balance againft him, fhould he entertain evil defigns againft us.

ANSWER.

38. This has been already fpoken to, in a detached Piece, by ano-
ther hand, intitled, A Supplement, &c.

39. We have now given you a fair relation of things, and, confcious
of the goodnefs of our intentions, we cannot but flatter ourfelves, we fhall
meet with your approbation in the part we have taken. We fhall there-
fore conclude with the affurance, ﬁll\;t our endeavours fhall never be want-

ng
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ing to promote the honour and interefts of our Employers, their fuccs
being &? object of our moft fervent withes.
We are, with the greateft refpeét,
Honoured Sirs,

Your moft faithful
And dutiful Servants,
Fort WILLIAM,
11th March, 1762, (Signed)

Evre CooTk,
‘P. AMYATT.
Joun Carnac.
W. Eirv1s.

S. BaTson.

H. VERELST.

ANSWER,

39. We will clofe our remarks with one Reflection only.—If the
matters and things here fet forth were fa@s, and effential for the
knowledge of their employers, why were they fo long concealed
from them ? And why has the whole of it fo much the appearance
of pretences framed a priors, to extenuate a condu& and oppofition,
they have (at leaft five of them) fubfequently carried into ation?
and for which their friends, at this critical juncture, thought an apo-
logy abfolutely neceffary 2

J. Z. HOLWELL.
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TO

The Proprietors of EasT-INDIA STOCK,

AND

The P UBLTIC

1764, under the title of * Refledtions on the prefent State of our

¢ Eaft-India Affairs,” being plainly calculated to anfwer the pur-
pofe of a day only; it fhould feem hardly worthy your notice: nor in-
deed thould we have thought it worth ours, did it not afford us a favour-
able opportunity of laying open fome material fads, which we think
claim your attention, and will deferve your thanks.

THE anonymous Pamphlet, publithed Tuefday the 6th of March

The title-page of this Pamphlet fays it is wrote « By a Gentleman long
« refident in India ;” but furely no Gentleman could fall fo much below
that chara&er, as this anonymous author does, in low perfonal abufe and
feurrility ; thongh the obvious venom of the heart that dictates through
the whale, will defend againft its influence and intended impreffions.—
'We rather think, from the mixed ftyle, that this producion is the joint
offorts of swo fiwall gemiufes ; the one, pert, coxcomical, affeCting wit and
metaphor ; the ather, of meagre, dufky afpect, falking forth with pom-
pous diction | founding epithets ! long-winded, metaphorical bombatt ! and
tedious declamations |——From the biious complexion of this Shake-
fpear's Caffius, what can flow, but eavy, rancour, and buttereft refledtions 2
Whether thefe #bings clubbed their geniufes, or transfufed each to other
his fpirit for this paltry tafk,is not very.material ;—none but tbey, or
Juch-like, could farely be capable of fiuch a performance.

Whatever may have been the Authors intention by the exordium, la-
boured progrefs, and conclufion of this anonymous Pamphlet, the whole
of this unconneted picce feems huddled together, more particularly to
introduce the perfonal attack in the centre; againft this attack we (hall
chiefly raife our batteries,—previoufly demolithing fome of their fcattered
out-works, (unfopported by each other) as they fall in our way, and in-
tercept our masch, .

The
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The falfe and fcandalous lights which Anonymous throws on the mo~
tives that induced Col. Clive’s fucceflfor to form fome change in the poli-
tical ftate at Bengal, are fo fully confuted in that Gentleman’s Addrefs
to you, that nothing more is wanted here, to enforce conviction to honeft
impartiality, The partial and malicious are not to be convinced by facts
or argument ; indeed it makes not for their prefent purpofe to own it,
though they are: To thefe we do not write. Thefe are hardy enough
to charge this Gentleman (page 37) with forming a {cheme to depofe
Mhir Jaffier, in favour of Mhir Coffim, ¢ almoft as foon as he came to
« power ;” though he has proved, beyond contradiction, that he fup-
ported Mhir Jaffier with fpirit and perfeverance, as long as there was a
remaining poffibility of doing it, almoft to the ruin of your affairs; fo
tenacious was he of the treaty fubfifting between the Englith and Mbic
Jaffier, even though ke had violated every article of it, in effe@, by the
fingle ftep of bringing the Dutch troops into his dominions. This Gentle-
man has alfo undeniubly proved, that his views for the Company’s benefit
extended much higher than the fyftem of « Nabob changing,” which, he
faw, could produce no folid and lafting advantage, ecither to the Com-
pany or the Provinces. And he has likewife demontirated, that he had
neither any hand in, nor intention, or with, to depofe Mhir Jaffier in
favour of Mhir Coffim ; but on the contrary, took every precaution, which
his then fcanty power gave him, for the fecurity of the dignity, perfon,
and propeity of the former, however little he deferved it. '

The partizans of Mhir Jaffier have very ftudioufly evaded owning the
charge againft him, of bringing in the Dutch forces, forefecing zbar would
filence every attempt urged in juftification of him; but here truth,and
confcience for once fteps in between them and their machinations, and
makes them unwarily give up the point, in the following words, page
30, ¢ He was not unacquainted with the defigns of the Dutch, and
“ would not have been forry to have feen an European force introduced
*« into his dominions, to prove a check on the power of thofe, hkely to
“ become his mafters inftead of his allies. However, his deep refpect and
¢« awe of Colonel Clive, prevented his acting openly upon this occafion.”
Here, let it be alfo remarked, that thefe partizans, in page 19, fet forth,
that ¢ This Nabob was fupported awith bonour by his maker, fo loog as be
“ continved in India.” The battle of Plafley gave this man the Subathip
in June, 1757. In OGober, 1758, or thereabouts, he muft have planned
his iniquitous fcheme with the Dutch; as about this time a fmall veffel
was d {patched exprefs to Batavia, and our ermement for the Southward
was on its departare. That the Dutch would have meditated a fcheme of
this kind, without the encouragement and ‘iarticipation of the Suba, no
one in his fenfes can believe. Here we fee this man hardly eftablithed in

his
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his-government, planning to and countermine that power which
raifed him ; and gil wi mmxdow of complaint aggima, for he
had been fufsﬂd with bonour.  Hls being only acquainted with the de-
figns of the Dutch, without communicating thofe defigns to us, his allics,
was virtually & breach and violation of that whole treaty he had fo fo-
lemaly entered into. That he did not 4& openly on this occafion, was ow-
ing only to his fears, and the deepef treachery both to the Dutch and us,
If the Dutch had proved fuccefsful in the river, and on the plains of Be-
derra, we thould foon have felt the effe@s of his open condud, and not
an individual of the colony had efcaped flaughter. Let it be remembered
too, that by Col, Clive’s orders, Coja Wazzeed (a man of family, cha-
radter, and rank) was taken prifoner, on his paffage from Moorfhadabad
to Chinfura, brought under a ftrong guard to Fort William, imprifoned
there, and died under bis confinement. So extraordinary a ftep would
want juftification, had not the Colonel received the fulleft proof and
conviction, that this man (though a pretended friend to the Englith) was
the negotiator with the Suba, on the part of the Dutch, in the treaty for
bringing in their forces. In thort, let the whole of this tranfa&ion be
viewed in any light whatever, it would, if thefe partizans had a grain of
modefty and "candour among them, utterly filence every plea they have
urged in his defence, and pretended commiferation for his misfortunes,
thrown out at this period only to anfwer 2 poor unworthy purpofe,

Page 31 of this Pamphlet exhibits the following : « The fuperiority of
« this extraordinary gentus, (Col. Clive) predominated fo far over that of the
«¢ Nabob, that when he quitted India, he left this Prince in fuch a ftate of
« dependance, and the affairs of the Englith in fuch an exalted and power-
o ful fituation, that even the Kites and Owis that followed, had it in
« their power to gorge themfelves with that prey (M. J.) which being
« beat down, was at the mercy of, though fpared by, this generous Eagle.”
—0h| metaphor! how art thou tortured ! how art thou proftituted ! Let
us examine a little what mercy this poor prey found, and how fpared, by
this gemerous Eagle? 1t is confeffed, page 19, « that Mhir Jaffier diftri-
« buted among his new allies all tbe treafures of his predeceflor, and mort-
% gaged two of his richefl provinces to them, for the payment of a far-
s ther fum,” befides * large trafts of land to the Company ;” the rents
of which were firft paid by the Company to him, and fubfequently given
to this generous Eagle. Such was the mercy he found, and thus was he

It may be faid this Eagle raifed the game, and had a right te feat it
dm';?ow 23 he pleafed.  Suppofe it o5 let us fee the confequences.
. Mbir
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* Mhir Jaffior, thus ftripped, had better never been born, o at leaft
never raifed to this dignity ; for having no treafures of his own, and but
fmall prefent refources from the revertues of his country, the foundation
was here laid of all his future misfortunes. His fupplies nos being equal
to the fupport of his extravagancies, the pay of his troops, and other ab-
folutely-neceflary calls of his government, and he finding himfelf inca-
pable of relinquithing or retrenching his licentions expences, his affairs
fell into that ftate of ruin and confufion fo juftly painted by Mr, Holwell
in his Addrefs. So that (to purfue this notable metaphot) you fee, after
all, if the poor Kites and Owls that followed this generous Eagle had been
an hungred, there was nothing left for them to gorge, but the bare bones
of the prey.

With regard to the exalted and powerful fituation of the Company’s
affairs, as pompoutly recited in the g:egoing quotation, the real fadt ftands
thus : When Col. Clive left Bengal, your Treafury was at a very low
ebb, and farther fupplies cut oﬂ% bcf{:rc he was well out of the river;
but of this you have been fofficiently informed in the Addrefs above re-
ferred to. And as to ¢ Col. Clive’s extraordinary genius predominating
« {o far above that of the Nabob’s,” we think Mhir Jaffier's introduction
of the Dutch forces affords no proof of it.

Leaving the other parts of this Pamphlet to the plain and natural con-
clufions and fentiments of the Public, we proceed, purfuant to our Title-
page, in our promifed juftification, from materials left with us by this
Gentleman on his laft departure for India, and others tranfmitted by him
after his arrival there ; in the courfe of which many important circum-
ftances and fads will occar, worthy your confideration, which will throw
a new light on fome interefting periods in your affairs, and at the fame
time mamife(t and illutrate the great and eminent fervices this Gentleman
has rendered you; fervices fo ftriking, that, though they never obtained
common juftice or gratitude, from your Court of Directors at home, yet
gained him the public thanks of your Bengal Prefidency on your behalf,
even after he was fuperceded in the government of your affairs. 'This
Pampbhlet is not the only inftance of party rage, whereby this Gentlemsan
has been bafely traduced, and by fome even of thofe in your Direttiort, who
had fet their hands to higher encomiums on Mr., Holwell’s integrity and
abilities, than had ever before been beftowed on any oné in your fervice,
and without any the leaft thadow of caufe to impeach his condu&, or alter
thefe favourable fentiments of him. Mr. Holwell himfelf difdains a re-
ply to the feveral low attacks, made by malice and envy on his repatation :
but on us, his friends, it is incumbent; and we hope hereby to asome

for
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for our negle& of not doing it long ago, and own our obligation to this
anonymous Writer, for giving us (o favourable an opportunity.

To clear up, and explain many paffages, touching men and things, we
think it neceflary to introduce our defence, with an account of the dif-
putes in Leadenhall-ftreet, at the latter end of the year 1757, and be-
ginning of 1758 ; when this Gentleman unhappily (for himfelf) became the
obje& of contention between two parties in your Court of Direors, and
fell a facrifice to the perfeverance of his (and we may truly fay your)
friends.  This juft detail wag tben drawn ufg by one, minutely acquainted
with the concealed, as well as open {prings of action at that period, in man-
ner following : ) .

NAarrATIVE of the Domeftic Wars in Leadenhall-Street, from O&ober
1757, to the 2oth of April, 1758,

IK E Homer, and other recorders of battles, we will begin with a
Iift of the combatants ; it will fave fome trouble in the courfe of

the engagement.

Meflts. PAyNg, Chairman,

2 Burrow 10 Dorrien 18 Plant
3 Jones Raymond 11 Stevens 19 Dudley
4 John Raymond 12 Manthip 20 Savage
g Sir James Creed 13 Hadley 21 Tullie
6 Saunders 14 Chambers 22 Gough
g Weftern 15 Impey 23 Phipps

Jones 16 Sullivan, Deputy 24 Rous
9 Browne 17 Godfrey .

It was not without much previous debate, heat, and animofity, that
the above Gentlemen came unanimoufly into a fcheme for the government
of Bengal, by a rotation of four, to wit, Meflts. Watts, Manningham,
Becher, and Holwell. The plan was defigned as a temporary expedient
only, until further advices from Culcutta; the Hardwick carried out thefe
determinations, figned by the whole court, under date the 11th of No-
vember, 1757, and harmony feemed again to be eftablithed. A general
reform of the fettlement of Fort William was next taken into confidera-
tion, planned and adjufted at various meetings, confifting only of the two
thairs, Mr, Holwell and the Secretary. During thefe operations, Difeord
again began to exert her influence ; and entering the breafts of the Bom-
bay facon, who. the knew were ripe for her purpofe, urged them to
move and infit that another Genden(:,an thould be appointed to fucceed

to
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to the rotation of four, in cafe of death or abfence. The Bombay fac-
tion, confifting of the Deputy Chair, and the eight immediately follow-
ing him on the’above Iift, (a&ting under their General L—w) carried their
point in the Committee of Correfpondence, by a majority of 6 to 3, Sir
James Creed and Governor Saunders being ablent. The next Court-day
Mr. Payne brought the affair before a full court, where the refolution of
the Correfpondence was over-ruled .by a majority of 15 to g, as being
not only contrary to the determinations unanimouily figned ¢o by the Hard-
wick, bat alfo to the very principle and motives, which .urged thofe de-
terminations, From this hour Peace took her flight from Leadenhall-
ftreet, Civil War took place, and Difcord reigned with uninterrupted
fway.

This defeat of the minority was far from difcouraging them. They
now, under the aufpices of their General, (who was moft a@ive behind
the curtain) planned & ftroke at the rotation itfelf, which they intended
to execute at the next Quarterly General Court; but advices of the re-
volution in favour of Jaffier Aly Cawn arriving about this time, gave them
a plaufible opportanity to attempt abolifhing the rotation in the Court of
Directors, without waiting for the Quarterly General Court, According-
ly, when the Court of Directors met to confer on the advices sthey had
received of the revolution, and unanimoufly determined to make a com~
pliment of the government of Bengal to Col, Clive during his refidece in
India, the Bombay fation moved, * that the important chapge in their
« affairs at Bengal, made the expedient of the rotatipn no longer needful,
« but that Mr. Watts thould be appointed to fucceed the Colonel,”

The majority of 1 };] (as they ftand prior on the lift) l;;‘}gnd on the cone.
trary, ¢ that as the change regarded the fituation of their affairs only, with-
out any fufficient proofs tranfmitted to them, that gave any mare favourable
impreffion of individuals in their fervice, they judged it premature to.
make as yet any further alterations in the government of .Bengal, the
fame caust ftill fubfifting which firlt urged the expedient of she sotation#’

This difference of views and fentiments ocgafioned .debates to run to,
the moft violent heights, in the courfe of which the majority log .allires
gard to decency and manners; to put a Bog to which the Chairmaa put .
the queftion, ¢ Whether Col. Clive thauld be appaintedao the govern- .
« ment of Bengal, and the rotation of 4 taka place on his abfence; as be~..
« fore appointed #¥ Op this, fre(h feuds arofe; the.Bambay faftien infift..
ing that the queftion thould be divided. This was oppofed by the Chai.,
man, and brodght .on the previous queftion, which being put, it was
carried agaiaft a divifion of the queftion 35t0 9. On.thisthe minarity no..

' . longes.
3
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longet obferved puafitds; Meflis. ‘Sullivan, Godfrey, Phipps, and
Plant, quitted th:g)m’t. undl the reft of 'the fa&it;n refufed ;o'bal ot.

The majority howeer procéeded to bufinéfs, dnd unanimoufly appoint-
¢d the Colonel'to 'the governiirent, and the rotation to take place on his
abfence. 'The general letter containing this refolution, and the other ‘ge-
neral reforin of the fettlement, was figned the eighth of March, by the
15 only, the minority refufing to fign.

The fation, not a whit difmayed at thefe r:scated defeats,  but,
“ like Anteus, gathering ftrength from blows,” had now recourfe to their
expedient of the Quarterly 'General Court, and began to beat up for vo-
lunteers amongft the Proprictors, Their General took up his refidence,
in a manner, for many days in the city, and went about beﬁ‘i:xg fingle
votés, in which he was moft induftrioufly followed by his Mirmidons ;
whilft the masjority of 15, confcious of the propriety and integrity of
their own condutt, made it a point not to fpeak to 3 Proprietor on the fub-
je€t: A maxim (in politics) founded on a falfe principle; for when a
body of men in power are confcious of the rectitude of their intentions,
in any meafure adopted for the good of the community, it is incumbent
on them to fecure that meafure by every means poffible. This error in
judgment of the majority, gave the greateft advantage to the minority.
The majority hkewife refted in a falft fecurity, that a Quarterly General
Court, which was not fammoned on fpecial affairs, could not %o into any
mitters, but what were regularly brought before them 4nd fpecified in
their fummons, the fane hdving no precedent, and being contrary to all
propriety, a5’ well as the eftablithed laws of the Court ; in which, how-
ever, they found themfelves miftaken. Thus the minorify came to the
Quarterly Court fully prepared, and with their united force; whilft the
majotity came totally tnprepared, and without 4ny force 4t dll,

Here it is neceffary to recite a circumftance, which greatly favoured
this attempt of the rivinority. ‘The rotafion was as litfle relithed by the
bulk of the Proprietors, without knowing why, or wherefore, as by them-
felves : It was (as before hinted) with much difficulty that the Bombay
faftion were brotght to affent to it at firft, and they were now d‘ctcrnlnined
to abolifh it, though, with it, théy abolithed the power, and every cffec-
tual duthority of a Court of Pirectors.

The indefutigable ativity of thé minority, and ind@ivity of the m’ﬁ_—
jority, -produced each their adeginate effects at the Quarterly Court. ‘The
ufial buiheft. st forms over, Mr. Law begali the attack by an inveltive
againft the rotadon, as being a ﬂrnggé, motley, many-héided nionfter,

¥ 2 0
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in which he was feconded by Mr. Phipps, fupported by Mr. P. Godfrey,
in a wntten fpeech, which he defired permiffion to read.

The Chairman, in a fhort, but ftrong fpeech, urged ¢ The irregularity
« of the Quarterly Court’s entering into fpecial affairs, for which they
« were not fummoned ; and that a procedure of this kind muft have fatal
* confequences, and end in the utter fubverfion of the government of
¢ the Company’s affairs; that the Court of DireGors, not fufpeting
* fuch unprecedented attempts, were not prepared to lay before the Court
« the reafons which moved them to adopt the expedient now obje&ed to.
« That the Proprietors had a right to demand a General Court, which he
% was ready to fummon on the thorteft warning, and that fuch their rea-
“ fons fhould then be fubmitted to their confideration.”

When the Chairman had ended his fpeech, Mr. Alexander Hume took
up the fame fide of the queftion, and moved to adjourn ; in which he
was feconded by Sir Alexander Grant and a few others, and the queftion
for adjournment being put, it was carried in the negative almoft unani-
moufly, but with unheard of clamour and indecency. They then pro-
ceeded, in the fame temper, to demand the queftions fhould be put,
« Whether the rotation of four fhould be abolfhed, and the government
« of Bengal be conducted by a fingle Governor and Council as hereto-
“ fore I And both queftions were in like manner carried in the affirma-
tive, Mr, Law and the Court declaring, it was not their intention to in-
terfere in the appointment of fuch Governor and Council, which they
left intirely to the choice of the Court of Diretors; and with this gra-
cious indulgence the Quarterly Court broke up: and the minonty, as
they thought, gained a compleat triumph.

Thus a meafure adopted and affented to at the beginning by the whole
Court of Directors, and fubfequently fupported and confirmed by a ma-
jority of fifteen, became condemned and abolithed, from the minds of the
Proprietors being poifoned by every artful infinuation againt it, without
once hearing a fingle reafon or plea in its defence.

The Minority, notwithftending their triumph at the Quarterly Court,
apprehenfive they thould gain little by it, whilft the majority of the
Court of DireCtors were againft them, began to work with other tools ;
and agreed to make any conceflion to Mr. Payne and his friends, provided
they would relinquith the fingle point of Mr. Holwell’s having a fhare in the
government of Bengal : It was propofed that he thould have rank next to
Mr. Becher, with the Chieffhip of Coffimbuzar; be one of the Sele@t
Commuttee, and have any emoluments appointed for him, that himfelf or

friends
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friends would defire ; or if thefe were not acceptable, that he fhould be
fent to Bombay to fucceed Mr. Bourchier, or be appointed Deputy-gover-
nor of Fort 8t David, and to fucceed next to Mr. Orme, who was ap-
pointed to fucceed Mr. Pigot.

Thefe alternatives were at different times intimated to Mr. Payne and the
Majority, (the firft before the rotation was fixed, the others after it was
abolithed) who were ftedfaft in this reply, « That however Mr. Holwell’s
« fervices and fufferings merited the nouce of the Company, the real in-
« tereft of their affairs was their firft object, and not Mr. Holwell’s emo-
« Juments: That his abilities would be of more ufe to the Company at
« Bengal than clfewhere and that the exigencies of their affars required
« his having a fhare n the government of them.”

The Majority of fifteen thinking themfelves moft injurioufly treated by
the Minority, and proceedings of the quarterly general Court, were loud
in their refentments; and having refolved on 2 plan for their future con-
duct, the Chairman fummoned 2 full Court for the appointment of a fuc-
ceflor to Colone! Clive, tomeeton the 23d of March.  The Minonty, in
the mean time, were affiduous to take off a fufficient number of the Ma-
jority, and thought they had fucceeded.

Itis not difficult to conceive in what temper the Court met.  As foon as
the Chairman had opened the caufe of their meeting, the merits of their
fervants at Bengal became the fubject of debate, and much altercation en-
fued, not worth reciting. Mr. Peter Godfrey moved, that their fervants
thould be ballotted for according to their ranks in the fervice, beginning
with Mr. Watts ; in which he was feconded by Mr. Sullivan, and fome
others of the Minority. This motion was oppofed by Mr. Robert Jones,
er Mr. Jones Raymond, (which we cannot recolle®t) who moved that
Mr. Holwell thould be firft balloted for, Both motions being feconded,
brought on the previous queftion, which was carried in favour of the lait
motion. Accordingly they proceeded to the ballot, and Mr, Holwell
was elected to fucceed Colonel Clive in the goverament of Bengal, fifteen

tonine.

This proved a thunderbolt to the Minority, who now found that their
violences had promoted, in a higher degree, the very man they had fo
much laboured to debafe. The Deputy Chairman, with the reft of the
Minority, made 2 motion as 1f they intended to quit the Court ; but the
former being requefted by the Chairman to fufpend h's iefolution and
Judgment, produced the following letters, which Ms. Holwell had fent
wto Court to him.

Te
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L

To Jouy Payne, Efg; Chairman.

« Sir, 23d March, 1738,

“ SOME of my friends flatter me, that the appointment of a fucceffor
1) to Colonel Clive in the Government of Bengal, may probably fall
<t on myfelf: Should this be the cafe, I then take the liberty to requeft,
« you will pleafe to prefent the inclofed Addrefs to the Honourable the
“ Court of DireGtors. Should the information of my friends prove
« groundlefs, the inclofed then becomes smpertinent and ufelefs ; and as
* fuch ] beg the favour you will return it to, Sir, Your, &.c.J
.Z.H"

To the Honourable the Court of Directors, &c.

' May it pleafe your Honours,

“ UNDERSTANDING this day is appointed for the eletion of a

Prefident and Governor of Bengal, in fucceffion to Colonel Clive,
and learning from the information of my friends, there is a probability
your choice may fall upon myfelf ; that fteady zeal for the Company’s in-
tereft, which has ever been the guide of my actions and fentiments, fince
1 had the honour of your fervice, now urges me to addrefs you with that
humble freedom, which my duty diQates, at this critical conjuncture of
your affairs in that part of the world,

« During the heavieft weight of my misfortunes and diftrefles, I had
yet comfort in the refletion of having done my duty in the trufts repofed
in me, but more {o, that my condu was honoured with the repeated
approbation and fantion of your Honourable Coust.

« In the execution of truft, it has ever been an inviolable maxim with
me, that private intereft fhould ever give way to the public utility ; a maxim
T have often fealed to, in your fervice, though to my own coft ; 8 maxim,
which now leads me, contrary to my own private weal, to prevent, it
poffible, your taking any meafure which may, inits confequences, deprive
you of one of the moft valuable fervants you have abroad.

« In the courfe of your affairs, although I have fometimes differed in
opinion from Mr. Manningham, yet I have ever had the higheft opinion
of that gentleman’s integrity and abilities, and have not failed doing ho-
nour to both on every occafion ; for the truth of which I can appeal to
fome gentlemen who conftitute your Honourable Coutt, andto many others,
who were lately members of it. P

« Permit
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« Permit me, Gentlemen, to reprefent to you, that a fervant of Mr.
Minningham’s chara&er and capacity is not every day to be met with, nor
can be parted with at this period, without a certain injury to your affairs:
A difregard of his merits, will, in all likelyhood, determine his return to
Europe 3 the contrary will as probably determine his ftay ; and may not
anly lay a foundation for harmony at home, but for fuccefs abroad.

« Thefe confiderations, and thefe only, move me humbly to requeft,
that thould the voice of your Honourable Court be in my behalf, I may
then be permitted, with thanks and gratitude, and without offence, to de-
cline the honour you intend me, in favour of Mr. Manningham, under
whom I am moft ready and willing to ferve the Honourable Company, as
long as his refidence in India may be confiftent with his health or incli-
nation. Iam,

May it pleafe your Honours, &c.

Wednefday,
March 23d, 1758,
J. Z. H”

When Mr. Holwell’s Letter was read, the Minority attempted to look
wife, fhook their heads, and declared they wauld ballot no more, The
Chairman put the queftion, « Whether the court fhould proceed to a new
« ballot in confequence of Mr, Holwell’s letter  which being agreed to,
without a ballat, they proceeded, and Mr. Manningham was eleGed to fuc-
ceed Colonel Clive, by fourteen only, one of the fiftcen baving thiown in
anegative. 'The fifteen then balloted for a fucceffor to Mr. Manningham,
when Mr, Holwell was unanimoufly chofen ; and Mr. Becher to fuc-
ceed him: And here the Court ftopped.

From the whole tenor of the proceedings of the Minority, it muft ap-
pear to an impartial eye, that they were actuated by pride, violence, per-
fonal connections, and perfonal refentments, and by their condu@ firuck
at the very principle and foundation of all government ; hence they ac-
quired the tile of ¢ the Faton,” (a circumftance we thought neceffary to
explain, left we thould be thought to have beftowed it on them in this our
narrativeonly.) ‘They feemed to think they had a right to over-rule the
fentiments and refplves of a majority of near two to one againft them ; or
failing here, to throw the affairs of the community they had in truft, into
the utmoft confufion and difficulties ; and this at a time, when difpatch,
harmony, and unanimity, were cffential to the well-beng (we may fay,
the very being) of the Company : and when examples of this kind were
fo neceflary at home, to influence the fame falutary conduct in their fer-
vants abroad, which they themfelves had, in their letter by the Hardwick,
inculcated and commanded in the moft hwely and enforcing terms that

lan-.



[ 112 ]

language could diGate. The Minority, in confequence of their fate de-
feat, had feveral private meetings with their General, where it was refolved,
as their laft refource, to form a Proprietors lift of Directors for the en-
fuing year, in oppofition to the Houfe lift. Confiftent with this refolu-
tion, the Deputy Chair and the Minority agreed, that they would not
meet the Court, nor affift at forming the Houfe Iift as ufual, " The Majo-
vity, on this meflage, met immediately, formed their lift, and had it pub-
lithed a day before the Proprictors lift came out.

Had the Majority continued the {ame vigilance in fecuring the eletion
of their lift, they could not have falled effeting 1t; but here they con-
tinued 1n the fame error, and falfe pun@ilio of honour, which had oc-
cafioned their defeat at the Quarterly General Court ; until rouzed by the
aluwity both publick and private of the Minority, they thought it necef-
fary to exert themfelves, when it was too late. Had they begun twenty-
four hours fooner, they would have carried their whole lift, and the Mj-
nority, to a man, had quitted the direion. The laft defeat they receiy-
ed was on the 23d of March, from which time they had laboured, with-
out ceafing. 'The eletion was to come on the sth of April, and it wag
the fecond, before the Majority attempted to follicit a fingle vote.

Mr. Holwell arrived the 2d of April at Portfmouth, where he received
the refult of the General Court, which did not break up until two in the
morning of the 6th, when the following Gentlemen were declared duly
eleGed :

Meflrs. W. Barwell*, John Dorrien,  F. Pigou,
H C. Boulton*, George Dudley, John Raymond,
John Boyd, H. Hadley, Giles Rook,
John Brown, John Harnifon,  J. Rous*,
Chr, Burrow¥®, Joho Manthip, H. Savage,
Sir James Creed, N. Newnham *, G. Stevens,
Charles Cutts*®, H. Plant*, L. Sullivan, Chairman *,

Roger Drake, Deputy®, T. Phipps*, T, Tullie®,

By the ele@ion of this lift, the late Minority gained a fure Majority,
both in Court and in the Committee of Correfpondence, the members of
which are marked *: They loft no time in exercifing their new acquired
power, in a manner quite confitent with their former violence: Th
met the 6th, when, after eleQing their Chairman and Deputy, and ap-
pointing the feveral Commuttees, Captain Tullie moved, that an exprefs
fhould be immediately difpatched to Portfmouth, to ftop the Warren and
London, until further orders. This was frenuoully oppofed by Mr.

Drake
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Drake and others ; but was however carried, on a ballot, in the affirma.
tive, fourteen to eight; upon which the following Gentlemen entered a
firong proteft on the behalf of the Company, againft the injurious de-
tention of their fhips fo late in the feafon, and when convoy for them was
procured with fo much difficulty : viz.

Meflts. Drake, John Raymond
Burrow, Hadley,
Newnham, Dorrien,
Brown, Stevens.

Thefe Gentlemen would have been joined by Sir James Creed and Mr.
Manthip; but the one was confined by the gout, and Mr. Manthip’s
fifter lay dead in his houfe. The exprefs reached Portfmouth the 7th,
in the morning, juft as the Warren and London were going to fail, under
convoy of the Eagle man of war, and Bonetta floop. It was pretty ob-
vious that Mr. Holwell needed not any very great forefight to predi&t
what would follow, with refpe& to himfelf, expecing the utmoft effett
of united malice and power.

The refolution of detaining the fhips being carried, the Chairman pro-
pofed proceeding immediately to bufinefs ; this was oppofed and objected
to by Meflis, Drake and Newnham, who urged, that as they could not
poffibly be fappofed acquainted with the grounds, which had occafioned
the divifion between the late Court of Dire(tors, they infifted on reafon-
able time being given them to confider the fubject. This requelt was, af-
ter very high debate, granted, and the 11th appointed for taking inte
confideration the Bengal difpatches by the Warren and London. Ac-
cordingly, hke fo many Cefars, they came, they faw, they conquered :
For the Chairman, as foon as they were met, produced a fhort general
letter, which he had already prepared for the purpofe, confiting of four
or five paragraphs only: High oppofition arofe to this letter from the
eight proteftors, but it availed little, for the whole received the fanction
of the fourteen, and pafled into a law, and arrived at Portfmouth the 12th
of April. The purport of this general letter take as follows.

« That having maturely weighed and confidered the conduct and merit
of individuals, they annul and make void every appointment by the Hard-
wick’s letter of the 11th November, with thofe iy the Warren and Lon-
don, of the 8th and 23d of March, (Colonel Clive excepted) and do
now conflitute and appoint the eftablithment of their Prefidency of Cal-

cutta. To wit,
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Colonel Clive, Prefident and Governor, .
Willam Watts, Efq; 2d, and to fucceed Colonel Clive,
Major Kilpatiick, 3d.

Charles Manningham, E(g, 4th, and to fucceed Mr. Watts,
Mr. R. Becher, - - sth,)
M P. R, Pearkes, - -6th,
Mr. William Frankland, 7th,
Mr. M Collett, - - - 8th,
Mr. J. 7 Holwell, - - gth,? Each to rife and fucceed in turn.
Mr. William Macket, - 10th,
Mr. Pcter Amyat - - 1ath,
Mr. Thomas Boddam,  12th
Mr. Richard Court, - 13th, ]

“ They likewife revoke ard annul all and every nomination to Chief:
flups, Pofts, T m therr letter of the 8th of March, leaving fuch ap-
pomtments to the Board , with this caution, that capable and faithful fer.
vants be fent to Coffimbuzar, belt known and moft agreeable to the
Nabob.

“ They appoint the Sele¢t Committee to confift of Meflis. Clive, Watts,
Manningham, Becher, ad Major Kilpatrick for the time being. Vacan-
cies in this Commuttee to be filled up by the Prefident and Members,
They alfo adwife, that the Secret Committee at home, confifts of Mefirs
Sullivan, Drake, Burrow, Newnham, and Plant, any three of whom are
a quorum.

Signed,
Sullivan, Boulton, Tullie,
Cutts, Dudley, Plant,
Hanifon,  Phipps, Rooke, N. B. The other ten
Boyd, Pigou, Barwell rofnled tn finn
Rous, Savage,

REFLECTIONS,

The Colonel, in all probability, has, or is near upon leaving India ; Mefirs,
Watts, Manningham, and Becher, by the reftitution of private property,
and their other late extraordinary acquifitions, will, it is likely, foon fol-
low him ; in which cafe it is worth remarking, where the fucceffion takes
place, by the foregoing deftination ; and we leave 1t to the'world to form
natutal and obvious conclufions therefrom,
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With refpe& to Mr. Holwell, we cannot help obferving, that the Ma«
jority of the prefent Court have not preferved even that matk of equity,
which they pretended was the rule of their actions: They have given
every writer that remained with him in the fort when Calcutta was at-
tacked, two years of his time in recompence of his perfeverance and fuf-
ferings. His perfeverance was furely equal to theirs, and his fufferings
eminently fuperior, and merited fome diftin@tion and favour, though ever
fo fmall 5 in place of which, they have ftripped him of the poft and
emoluments they had before appointed him to.

The rath proceeding of the prefent Majority, in detaining two of the
Company's fhips,  to graufy private refentment,” made a great clamour
in the city, and alarmed their beft fr.ends amongft the Proprietors; and
when their other alterations became public, that not only Mr. Holwell
was fet afide, but Mr. Manningham alfo, and that the late Majority had
refolved to demand a general Court, the clamour ftill encreafed, at the
other end of the town, as well as n the city.

The phrafe of * gratifying private refentments,” came originally from
the Miniftry ; upon the applications of Meffis. § n and B——n, for
other convoy, which was refufed for fome time, Lord Anfon tellin
them, that  in place of labouring for the ntercft of the Company and
* the Nation, their fole aim feemed to be the gratfying their private re-
¢ fentments, diftrefling his Majefty’s fervice, and embroiling their Confti-
« tuents affairs.”

How thefe inteftine feuds in Leadenhall-Street muft affet the public
weal of the Company, and in them the Nation, 1s but too obvious. The
future authority of a Court of Dirc&ors can have no eftimation, as their
orders and refolutions for the government of ther affairs and fe tlements
abroad, will be now liable to be canvafled and controuled by every quar-
terly General Court ; and a full worfe conleqnence is, that no Gentleman
of independant fortune, worth and charader, will ever, on thfe terms,
accept a feat in the DireQion.

IT is extreamly remarkable, how great the refemblance between the tranf-
a&ions of thofe imes, and the prefent 15: the rcflections at the clofe of
the foregoing narrauve fuiting the one, as well as the other, prove the
compiler of it a moft judicious prophet, foretelling that the government
of your Court of Dire@ors, would be biought to nought by therr own
felf-interefted and inteftine broils , a prediction now pretty well accomplith-

P2 ed.
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ed. What then can enfue, but the moft alarming confufion in your
affairs ? But to refume our fubje&. You here fee the moft unfortunate of
your fervants fallen the facrifice of party fury; and you will alfo fee him
in the fequel perfecuted, flandered, and fuperceded in that rank they then
allotted him, by every following difpatch, and all from the fame ranco-
rous caufe, as we fhall make appear, when we have done with the pam-
phlet before us; to which we now return.

In page 37, are the following paflages. ¢ After the departure of Co-
“ lonel Clive, the delicacy that he had ufed towards him (the Nabob) was
“ intirely thrown afide. His fucceflor in the government, whao had been
“ partscularly infirumental in bringing down Sou Raja Dowla, and confe-
“ quently, 1n occafionng the firft revolution in Bengal, had arrived at his
« dignity, contrary to the intention of his confhituents, and intirely through
¢ the accident of a number of his feniors going home at this time in
« difguft. Being blefled with a genius, uncommenly fertile in expe-
« dicnts for ratfing money, and further unclogged by thofe filly notions of
¢ punéilio, which often ftand 1n the way betwixt fome people and for-
* tune, he had proje@ted and put in practice feveral suferior manzuvres ;
“but this chf d'Oeuvre, this mafter {cheme, though formed almoft as
“ foon as he came to power, time did not allow him the honour of exe-
“ cuting.” Again page 39, “ It muft here again be acknowledged, that
« the Gentlemen 1n the direétion thowed fo little intention, that the ac-
« cidental governor thould have ever come to that truft, that tbey now re-
“ moved him to be the feventh in council. Being endued however with
““ a very high degree of what, in fome, is called addrefs, enforced by a
« great thaie of plaufibility 1n argument, he found thefe talents of fin-
« gular ufe to hum on this occafion. His grand plan being now almoft
« ripe for execution, could not be concealed from his fucceffor : he waver-
« ed fome days about comtinuing in the fervice of his mafters in that de-
“« graded rank.” Again, lower down in the fame page and page 40.
* But 1t does not redound much to the honour of #bis degraded governor,
“ por plead greatly in favour of the difintereftednes of his views, that
“ after fuch a fligma, fuch a mark put upon him by his fuperiors, he
« could (though during his fhort government he had acquired a hand-
« fome fortune) fubmut to ferve in the feventh place, after having been in
« the firft. N

The laft quotation we fhall trouble you with from this anonymous au-
thor, is where he makes a blundering abufive apology, for all the abufes
he has fo lavifhly beftowed, almoft throughout pages 37 to 41, exclufive
of thofe parts we have already noticed.

Page
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Page 40 exhibits as follows, I fhould not have dwelt fo particularly,
« on thefe feemingly trifling 1ncidents, nor thould I have defcended fo low
% as to touch individuals, had I not found it abfolutely neceflary towards
« drawing one material inference, which is, that this {cheme of Nabob-
« changing borrows no luftre from the charater of 1t’s original projeor.”
Quere, Who does this pamphleteer mean by the term orsginal projefor 2
It cannot be the gentleman we are defending, for he has moft fully proved
he never proje&ted any fcheme of the kind : therefore this intended abufe,
can only touch the projecors of the revalution of 1757, as they only were
the original fchemers of Nabob-changing. He pleads abfolute neceffity for
drawing one material fnference, which is no intelligible inference at all,
and only proves his ungovernable appetite to flander, but unluckily miftakes
the objec.

Leaving the continued indecent ftrain of this author to revert on himftlf,
we fhall confine ourfelves to thofe charges againft Mr. Holwell, which,
with Corinthian front, the author makes to bear the femblance of fa&s:
Thefe are,

Firft, (Page 37.) that < Mr, Holwell was particularly infirumental in
¢ bringing down the Sou Raja Dowla; and the caufe of the firft revolu-
¢ tion, &c.

« 2dly, That his fertile genius in expedients for raifing money, un-
« clogged with any checks or pundilios of honour, or honefty, (for this
“ is plainly implied, though not fo plainly exprefled) had proje&ted and
“ put in practice feveral 1nfersor manceuvres.”

3dly, (Page 39'and 40) It feems objected to this gentleman as a crime,
that he was removed to the d/weﬂtb in Counci/ and the terms following, of
degraded rank, fligma, ard mark put him by your Court of Dire&ors, are
all very well framed to enforce the opinion, that Mr. Holwell muft affur-
edly have been guilty of fome atrocious breach of truft, or other iniqui-
tous condu in your fervice, to have deferved being thus removed and
thus degraded; for Anonymous himfelf, allows him abilities and addrefs,
therefore he could not have been degraded for want of capacity to con-
du& your affairs; the uninformed, though impartial among you, will
very naturally conclude there muft have been fome blemith, fome crime,
fome unfaithfulnefs in this your fervant, that drew on him the high dif-
pleafure of your Court of DireGors, for they are homourable men, and
would not, you may fuppofe, degrade any of your fathful fervants with-
out fufficient and juft reafon, becaufe therein they would be guilty of 2

breach of THAT TRusT, with which they are invefted BY You,
Now
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Now that this gentleman was fo treated, is fatt ; and herein Anonymous
{or once fpeaks truth. 'To be removed, degraded, ftigmatized, and mark-
ed by our fuperiors, when done with reafon and juftice, carries its own
vindication ; but when done from partial and unjuft motives, ftimulated
by party rage, thefe ftigmas, marks and degradations, reflect not on the
degraded, but on the degraders.

Thus have we inverted the order of ovr reply, and fpoke firff to the loff
charg ; we fhall perfilt i our methoy, and fpeak next to the fecond,
which is plainly levelled at this Gentls man’s condu& mn your Zemindarry,
(o Covrt of Cutcheriy at 1 oot Willou,, Bengal) which has been atpeifed,
particularly in the year 1258, and neva tofliciently cleared up,  In order
to thie, it becomes neceflary to give yon a thort a count how it came to
pals that this gentlem n was apponted to this poft of Zemindar, and like-
wile to ¢x, lai to you the nature of the poft itielf.

Your Ceurt of Direors, about the year 1748, coming to the know-
ledge of fundry abufes and aepredations, made in your annual revenucs of
the Z.mmndary a- Bengal, by one Govindiam Metre, (who had been for
23 years the ftanding Black Deputy 1n that office, whift the head of it
was continually fluctuating and changing) and being alfo totally ftrangers
to the nature of the office; a leading DireGor of your then Court, having
more curiofity concerning this branch of your affairs than the reft, wrote
in firenuous terms to a gent'eman of high rank in your fervice there:
this gentleman having never pa't through the office, could not give the
(atisfaCtion required , but knowing that Mr. Holwell was on his departure
tor Ergland, with whem he was wpon the firicteft fuoting of friendthip,
he communicated to him the letter he had recewved from his patron at home,
and being fenfible that Mr. Holwell by his knowledge in the language, (and
having been many years a member of, and two years at the head of your
Mayors Court at Calcutta, where frequently fubs were commenced and
brought to iffue between the natives) had acquired a deeper infight mto
the nature and frauds of this office, than any other perfon in the fettlement;
sequelled hts permiffion, to refer his friend and patron to him for informa-
tion, on his arnval in England, which was readily affented to.

In the courfe of the voyage Mr. Holwell threw into fome form, the
many matertals he had by hun refpeting this office, and on his arrval com.
municated them to the DireGor before mentioned, and to another gentle-
man, your charrman, without any view, but that of benefiting the Com-
pany, as he then, and for many months after, had no intention of ever
feeing India again; but finding (as many others who return from Inda
with (mall fortunes do,) that money does not go fo far i England as he

4 fondly
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fondly imagined, he thought it neceflary to return and increafe his capital,
then lying at intereft only, in your cath at Fort Wilkam,

Thus determined, he applied to the leading gentlemen in your Direc-
tion to be fent out in your fervice ; his application met with foccefs, and he
was i Janvary 1752 appointed to the poft of Zemindar, and 12th in
council at Fort William, not to be removed from that poft without exprefs
orders from home, nor to rife higher in your council.  Thefe two reftric+
tions peculiar to this gentleman, were adopted at his own mere motion and
requett, for the following reafons ; firft as he was fenfible no reform could
poffibly be made in the office, whiltt the head of it was fuctuating by
Fotation as heretofore, by which cuftom it fometimes happened that theie
were two or three Zemindars within the fpace of one year ; by this ill-
judged meafure, they were unavoidably kept in the dark as to the 1€l
{tate and nature of this office, and a power in perpetuity devolved to the
ftanding deputy, who was always fhiled the Black Zenundar: and fuch
was the tyranny of this man, and fuch the dread conceived of hin i the
minds of the natives, that no one durft complamn or give mformation
apanft him, howfoever opprefled ; and this confideration made 1t necef-
fary for Mr. Holwell to infift on this perfon’s being difmiffed that fervice
the moment he arrived in Bengal, which was accordingly complied with,
and orders fent out to commence a profecution againft him.  To gwve you
an idea of this profecution, and the infinite labour 1t occafioned Mr Hol-
well, we fhall in its place infert three of bis letters to the Board of Cal-
cutta on the fubje.

Tt was thought a feat at the board of Calcutta was neceffary to give a
proper weight to this officer, in the reform he had propoled making; he
defired his rank might be fixed youngeft in council, as thereby he did not
carry out with him the odium of fuperfeding any gentleman 1n your fervice.

When this gentleman was fent out your covenanted fervant, under the
patronage of William Baker, Eq; (now Sir William) and Wilham Mab-
bot, Efg; your Court of Directors confifted of the followig gentlemen, w2

Roger Drake, Efg; Chairman Sam. Feake, Elc;
William Baker Efg; Deputy Abel Fonnereau, Efg;

William M ibbot, Fig; I ter G dfres, By,
William Braund, Efg; Caatles Gough E 5
Chif Burrow, Efg; Jmioekaq
Charles Cutts, Ef ; Mich moey, ¢l
Peter Ducane, Efy; Swpuen Law, Efg;

Nich.
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Nich. Linwood, Efq; William Rider, Efg;  *
Nathaniel Newnham junior, Efg; Thomas Rous, Efg;

John Payne, Efg; Timothy Tullie, E{g;
Henry Plant, Efg; William Willy, Efg;

Jones Raymond, Efg;

Here it becomes needful to add a fhort explanation of the nature of
this officer’s duty, in quality of Zemindar.

The Zemindar acs in a double capacity, diftiné, and independant of each
other, (with very few exceptions) the one as fuperintendant and collector
of your revenues, the other, as judge of the Court of Cutcherry, a tribu~
nal conftituted for the hearing, trying, and determining all matters and
things, both civil and criminal, wherein the natives only, fubje@s of the
Mogul, are concerned. He tried in a fummary way, had the power of
the lath, fine, and imprifonment ; he determined all matters of meum and
tuum ; and in all criminal cafes, proceeded to fentence and punithment im-
mediately after hearing, except where the crime (as murder) requires the
lath to be infliGed until death, in which cafe he fufpends execution of the
fentence, until the fa&t and evidence are laid before the prefident, and his
confirmation of the fentence is obtained. He has alfo the power to con-
demn thieves, and other culprits, to work in chains upon the roads, during
any determinate fpace of time, or for life. In all caufes of property, an
appeal lay to the prefident and council againft his decrees.

Such was the power annexed to this office, when this gentleman was
appointed the head of it, and fuch had it been for a long term of years
preceding that period ; a power by much too great for any one man to be
intrufted with, Therefore in the year 1758, at the recommendation of
Mr. Holwell, a ftop was put to it by the Court of Dire&ors, who appoint-
ed three judges of this court, members of the board, in monthly rotation.
Before this gentleman took charge of this important poft, there never had
been any regifter of caufes or decrees kept in Englith ; but from that time,
a regifter of the proceedings was monthly laid before the board at Calcutta,
for their infpection, and annually tranfmitted to your Court of Dire&ors.
Here permit us to remark, that though this gentleman was, for the fpace
of four years, (thatis, from the beginning of July 1752, to the capture
of your fettlement) fole judge of this court, not a fingle complaint was ever
preferred againft him in his judicial capacity in criminal caufes, and but one
appeal from his judgments and decrees in matters of property, and of rhar,
only the half reverfed, and the reft confirmed.  But the condué and merit
of this gentleman, in this, as well as the other branches of this laborious of-
fice, you fhall not take upon truft from us his friends, who may be deemed

7 partial,
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partial, but fhall, in good time, have them from ftronger vouchers, and
fuperior judges.

We proceed next to the three letters before mentioned, touching the profe-
cution of Govindram Metre, and then to convey an 1dea to you of the duty of
the Zemindar, relative to the revenues; and this we fhall do in this gentle-
man’s own words, without any abridgment, in a work which he entitled A
STATE OF THE REVENUES, tran{mitted to your Court of Directors in a letter
to the board of Calcutta. The work 1s long, and to fome may appear unin-
telligible and tedious, butto others mtc'reﬁing and curious; howfqevcr this
may be, our plan of defence calls for it, in proof of Mr. Holwell's talents,
and his indefatigable and unwearied exertion of thofe talents in your fervice,

To the Honourable Roger Drake, Efq; Prefident and Governor, &c.
Council.

Fort William, Aug. 13. 1752,
Honourable Sir and Sirs,

HE 20th ult. T thought it neceffary to move you that Govindram
Metre fhould give fecurity to the Board for his appearance, on ac-
count of fome frauds I had traced, regarding the Company’s Revenues un-
der his management ; and though the fhort ime I have been in the office,
and my neceffary attendance to the current bufinefs of it, will not at pre-
fent fufficiently enable me to digett all the informations that have reached
me, wherein I think the Company have been heavily injured during the
twenty-cight years of this man’s adminiftration ; yet, as far as I am able,
my doty tells me I ought to lay before you, without lofs of time; the more
fo, as I am well informed, he s diftributing and fecreting his ill-got wealth
in various places, and by various methods.

The Farms, and monthly charges Jemmidaary have firft drawn my at-
tention, as they are firft in confequence to the Honourable Company : my
remarks on the duties on exportation of rice, etlach, fines, &c. I muft re-
ferve for a fubfequent addrefs ; but as Govindram Metre may have the fub-
terfuge to plead, of all accounts of the revenues being paffed under the
hands of the Zemindars, and left his glaring frauds (hould feem tacitly to
cenfure the negle@ of thofe gentlemen, I beg your Honour, &c's leave,
previoufly to obviate that, both by faying, that the accounts, frauds as well
as errors, are excepted ; and that whilft the poft of Zemindary was tran-
fitory and fluGtuating, and this man mvefted with power, a retrofpection
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into the flate of the Company’s revenues with any material fuccefs, would
have been morally impofiible, as not one of the natives, from the higheft
to the loweft, durft with impunity have given the leaft umbrage to him ;
and it is they only that could have explored the dark and intricate mazes,
in which he has fo long concealed himfelf from the eyes and ftroke of
jutice.

Two of the principal farms, viz. the Rice Farm, and Buzar Calcutta,
commonly called the Great Buzar, I muft likewife referve for the fubje of
another letter, and proceed now to the others, whofe annual Pottahs, or
grants, bear date the firft of November ; and here I muft begin with con-
fefling to your Honour, 8c. an error of my own. 1 always imagined the
farms were {old at public outcry, or auétion, in the Cutcherry, in the
prefence of the Zemindar ; and think I told as much to fome of our Ho-
nourable mafters, as believing it impoffible to be otherwife ; but am forry
to fay no fuch effential and neceflary method has been practifed for thefe
ten years , a circumftance I (hould not mention here, did not what follow-
make it abfolutely neceffary: for, on the contrary, Govindram Metre’s
houfe, 1find, has, for that {pace, been the place where the prices have been
aftixed to each farm, not by auction to the higheft bidder, but privately at
the prices he chofe to take the beft of them himfelf at, under fititious
names ; that is, thofe that would yield the beft and moft certain profit ;
and dufpofed of the others that were more precarious, to his friends and
dependants : thefe prices he reports to the Zemindar for his confirmation,
and the feveral Pottahs are ordered to be drawn out accordingly. Of the
farms which he has vfually taken to himfelf under fiitious names, I fhall
now {peak only to the following, viz.

Spota Nutty Haut, and} In the name of his fervant Perethram Huzzurah.
Suba Bazar N

Baug Buzar Haut and Buzar

Charles Buzar and Haut

Haut Cola Buzar All thefe in the name of Nilmony Gofe,
Douba Parrah his Brother Sookdeb Metre’s grandfon.
Suttanutty’s Dour Beckry and

Koora Pocha

It may be objected in his favour, that there might be lofs on thefe farms
as well as gain ; but this obje@ion will avail him httle, when I make it ap-
pear ta your Honour, &c. that he fecures his gain as foon as, or rather be-
fore, he takes them to himfelf, by farming them out again to third perfons ;
fo that the cafe ftands exa@ly thus: — This man has an abfolute truft and
confidence repofed in him, 10 the di/pofal of the Company’s farms, the beft
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of svhich he farms at an under rate to him'elf, in a fiitious name, and
at the fame time farms them out again at an immediate gain ; a fraud than
which I know not a greater. Your Honour, &c. muft be fenfible how
difficult 1t muft be, to nveftigate a feries of accounts and tranfactions for
twenty-cight years paft; the forming vouchers for which, have, without
controul, remained folely in the power of this man; and whatever evi-
dence might bave been againft him, as to former times, does poffibly now
not exift: therefore the utmoft that can be done in this cafe, is to fix him
in frauds as near as I can to the prefent time ; and equitably to recom-
mend to your Honour, &c. on behalf of our Honourable Mafters, a judg-
ment on the whole of his condu@, from the few fpecimens I am now
going to lay, in as clear a light as poffible, before you: and firft, I fhall
prove his having taken the feveral farms abovementioned to himfelf at an
under rate, in the years 1749, 1750, and 1751, and farm’'d them out
again at an immediate advance, Soota Nutty Haut and Suba Buzar being
farm’d out in the different articles to different people.

Anno, SOOTA NUTTY HAUT.

1749 Farm'd at 3525 Farm'd outagainat 4851 Gainsperannum 1226
1750 = = 3600 - - - - - - §3F - - - = - 1715
1751 - = 3600 - - - - - - 5385 - - - - - 1785

SUBAH BUZAR.

1749 = = 132§ - - = - - = zzg: - = - - 046
1750 = = 1400 =~ - - - « - 2381 - - - . 981
1751 =« = 1400 - - - - - - 2672 - - - - 1272

BAUG BUZAR and HAUT.
1749 - - y75FamdtoKitteram Paul 1200 -~ - - - 425
1750 = - - 965 toPurpuram 1000 - - - - 235
1751 - - - 765 to ditto 1000 - = - - - 235
DOOBA PARRAH SAYAR.

1749 - - - 208 toHamyKiffon Coyal 437 - - - - 229

1750 - - - 400 to TerraChund Dutt 474 - - - - 74
1751 - - - 468 toditto 542 - - - - 74
KOORA PACHA and DUAR BECKRY SOOTA NUTTY.
1749 - = - 162 Farm'dto Satoo Maftry 250 - - - - 88
1750 - - = 152 toBechue Mundell 270 - - - - 118
1751 - =~ - 152 to Ditto 270 - - - - 18

CHARLES BUZAR and HAUT.
1749 - - 378 Farm'dtoKitteramPaul 416 - - - - 38
1750 = - - 240 toPurpuram Sircar 331 - - - < go
1751 - - 240 toHarryKiffon Coyal 335 - - - - g3

——

Q2 9844
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Fiom the forcioing ftatement, your Honour, &c. may readily judge,
how immenfely the Company have been injured in the whole of ‘their re-
venues during this man’s long adminiftration ; but if we thould fuppofe
he has only made this advantage during the ten years laft paft, that the
farms have been in a manner abandoned to his condu@, we fhall, by pa-
uty of reafon, find the Company defrauded, in that fpace, of no lefs
than the principal fum of Rupees 32813 15 6 in thefe farms only; but
this favourable conclufion he has no right to expe&, as I think I fhall be
able to demonftrate, there is not any one branch of the Revenues wherein
he has not been confiftent in defrauding, to the utmoft extent of his power.

Before I quit this fubjec, I think it needful to inform your Honour,
&c. that Govindram Metre has, this year, by his own authority, levied a
tax from the farmers of 2 % per cent. on the amount of their feveral farms
(over and above the 10 per cent. ufually taken from them, as the allowed
perquifite of the Zemindar) which he has converted to his own ufe.

The monthly charges Zemindary, is the next article I thall at prefent
fubmit to your Honour, &c’s confideration and cenfure, under three divi-
fions, viz. fervants in monthly pay, charges making and repairing Cut-
cherries and Chowkey houfes, and charges.

In regard to the fervants in the Cutcherry, I find the Company has
been, time out of mind, defrauded by Govindram Metre, in the monthly
fum of 166 Rupees, exclufive of his monthly allowance of 112 §; the
particulars of which are, viz.

27 Pikes, 17 always employed in his own fervice, 3 whofe pay
he has always received, and 7 his menial fervants under this{ 54
denomination ; 27 at 2 Rupees per menfem

19 Buckferrias, 14 nominal only, and § at his town of Kiffen-

Poor, for thefe he receives monthly — —— } 59
Boncheram receives no wages, yet charged at e —
Kiffen Gofe, Rogu Metre's Cotta fervant ~ —  —no
Ramchurnd Tagoor, another fervant of Rogn Metre =~ ———
Barnafa Scatdut, Metre's Maulda Gomaftah e —_
Tilluckram, under the name of Bredju Mahone —_—

6 Gwallers ~ —— — —_— —

Munkindram Mundell, at Metre’s Gottabarry =~ ——  —

Nunderam Gofe, a gratuity —_— —_— -

-
NWwWw N oOvriwn

Rupees per menfem —_—

-
o
(=,

=
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In this particular your Honour, &c. obferves the Company has been
defrauded of Rupees 1992 per annum ; and as we cannot reafonably ima-
gine, he was lefs ferupulous when he was more indigent, fo I think it
will not be deemed unjuft to charge him with this fraud for 28 years laft

aft ; and then it will appear, we have here another manifelt claim on
{;im, on behalf of our Honourable Maftes, for the principal fum of Ru-
pees 55776

I am next to reprefent to your Honour, &c. that I have extracted from
the monthly charges Zemindary, the expences account, making and re-
pairing the feveral Cutcherries and Chowkey houfes, from Februaty 1747,
to March 1752 ; and find in that fpace no lefs a fum to that account,
than Rupees go18 8; a charge moft infamous, and felf-evident to every
member of this Board, when I further inform your Honour, &c. that
5184 8 of this fum is under the head of repairing the great Cutcherry,
on which a tythe has not been expended in that time, as I will prove, if
needful, from a thoufand witnefles ; and the fame as to the other firaw
houfes, under the denomination of Cutcherry and Chowkey houfes ; but
as I would rather leffen than exaggerate every charge againft him, I will
fuppofe the Company defranded in this period of five years 7000 Rupees
only, which, during his adminiftration, will amount to the principal {um
of Rupees 39,200.

The charges in repairing the roads, drains and bridges, within the fame
period of time, I find fwelled to the enormous fum of Rupees 7884 15 93
out of which there ftands to the account of repairing the Dumdum and
Barrafut roads, Rupees 2819 ; of which, 1036 7 are appropriated to the
years 1750 and 1751. Now, to give your Honour, &c. a fpecimen of
his frauds in this part of the monthly charge, I will obferve, thit the
Company is debted by him in O&ober 1751, Rupees 520 4, for the re-
pairs of the Dumdum and Barafut roads ; whereas, by the accounts I have
laid before me, it appears there was really no more expended on thefe
roads 1n the years 1760 and 1751, than 342 cound, 6 pund and 10 gun-
das of Cowries ; and thefe colle&ted from the neighbouring riots or tenants,
which has always been practifed towards repairing the out-roads of the
town (though where a Rupee has been collected, not more than fix An-
naes have been expended) and the Company befides conftantly charged
for this article at an immenfe rate; a double fraud, that ments the highe(t
cenfure and punithment. From the confideration of thefe pait culars, it
is manifet the Company has yearly been defrauded of almoft the whole
that has been charged on this account, a fmall expence on building and re-
pairing two or three bridges excepted ; which, with the utmoft indulgence
to Govindram Metre, cannot reduce the fraud within the five years above

{pecified,



[ 126 ]

{recied, to lulo than 6200 Rupees; and, on the whole of his admini-
fhration, to the principal fum of 33600 Rupees.

Laft year I obferve a charge continued for ten months, at the rate of
22 Rupees per menfem, on account of looking after Cutmah’s houfes :
the ponfways and guard employed for this fervice, were the monthly fer-
vants of the Company ; and yet the Company is not only by Metre debted
on this account, but I am very credibly informed, he likewife levied the
fame from the Cutmahs. I mention this article chiefly with a view of
demonftraung to your Honour, &c. that every intervening bye-path to
knavery has been as regulurly traverfed and infefted by him as the high
road of imquiy, in which he has o long and unmolefted raifed contriby-
tions from the Company, as well as from every one of the inhabitants
that have unluckily fallen within his gripe, or that of his fon Rogu Me-
tre. Inftances of this laft nature are fo many, that by what I have al-
ready heard, 1 fear if I had as many ears as Argus had eyes, they would
be much too infufficient to receive them ; but thofe, with the proofs I am
poilefled of, touching his connetions with the common murderers and
robbers of the town, I muft referve for a volume by themfelves, and
clofe this prefent remonftrance againft him with recapitulating and throw-
ing into one total the foregoing principal fums, for which, I am of opi-
nion, the Company has an immediate and fpecific claim on him, with
intereft that may be due thereon; juft premifing, that as wages are, or at
leaft ought to be, deemed the reward of fervice and faithfulnefs; and as
this man, in the place of promoting the fervice of the Company, has,
in breach of his truft and duty, wjured their affuirs by every wicked
practice in his power, fo 1 think he has very juftly forfeted whatever
wages he has recewved, and therefore fubmit it to your Honour, &c. whe-
ther he fhould not be multed in a fom equal thereto; and as I cannot
doubt but I fhall meet your concurrence in fo equitable a charge, I will
add 1t to the others, viz.

9 years, at 36 Rupees per menfem  — 3240
12 ditto, at 5o — B — — 7200
GOVINDRAM METRE Dr.

To frauds on the farms held himfelf - - . 328,54 5 6
To ditto in the monthly charge of fervants - - 55776 o o
To ditto account charges repairing the Cutcherrys - 39200 o o
To ditto account charges repairing the roads, &c, - 33600 o o
To ditto account the guard on Cotmah’shoufe - - ~ 320 o o
161709 15 6

To the mulct of his wages - - - . .
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1 beg leave to reprefent to your Honour, &c. that when the intereft
which is ftri&ly due to the Company is calculated on the firft total, it be-
comes a fum of no fmall importance ; and therefore I humbly infift, on
the behalf of our Honourable Mafters, that Govindram Metre be imme-
diately committed to clofe confinement, until the fame is difcharged ;
and that a fufficient military guard be, without lofs of time, placed on
his feveral houfes ; and that his fon Rogu Metre be obliged to give good
fecurity for his appearance.

On entering my office, I found it heavily burthened with finecures,
perquifites, and unneceffary fervants, which I have the pleafure to inform
your Honour, &c. ftand reduced for this month of Auguft, to the amount
of 550 Rupees, amongft which the charge of Pykes was a very needlefs
and confiderable one ; for of the 143 retaned in the fervice, 1 found 64,
(exclufive of Metre's 2) ftationed as a nightly guard to the feveral inha-
bitants houfes; as I faw no propriety in the Company’s bearing this ex-
pence (trifling to each individual, but a heavy one to them) I thought it
reafonable to retrench that amongft the reft, having ftill retained the
Head Pyke, his 11 Niabs or deputies, and 35 Pyke only, as needful for
the fervice; the Head Pyke ftill remaining, as ufual, fecurity for any
night guard he fends, at the requeft of the inhabitants, and further than
this, they are of no ufe towards the guarding or fafety of the town ; for
on finé review and mufter of the whole body, 1 could not pick out more
than 30 that were trained Pykes, or had any pretenfion to that tie, fur-
ther than as they (occafionally to pafs mufter) were loaded with their
ufual arms. Iam, moft refpecifully,

Honourable Sir and § rs,
Your moft obedient humb'e fervant,

To the Honourable RoGER.DRAKE, Efq, Prefident and Governor, &c.
. Counail,

Honourable Sir and Sirs, Fort William, Aug, 17, 1752.

§ it appears to me beyond a doubt, that Govindram Metre will not
only make every delay n his power, m gwving 1 his anfwer to the
charge contained in my letter, addrefled to your Honour, &c. under date
the 13th inftant, but will, by every art and means, endeavour to take off
the evidznce againft him ; T think 1t extiemely neceflary now to lay before
you the nature of the proofs I have to fupport the charge exhibited
againft him ; which I requelt may now be examined before the Board, or
2 Commuttee appointed, without lofs of time, for that purpofe; of which
(as this affair is of no fmll confequence to the Company) I beg lease

to move that the Piclident may be one.
In
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In regard, firft, to the farms taken to himfelf, and farm’d out at an im-
mediate advaace, the particulars, as laid before your Honour, &c. I think
he will not conteft or deny ; but if he thould, I have the feveral accounts
thercof ready to be laid before you.

Touching the overcharge of fervants in monthly pay, 1 need only refer
vout Honour, &c. to the Buxey’s roll of the Pykes and Buckferrtas, and
to the Cutcherty Podar, or Shroff, who is at hand with therr feveral ac.
counts.

The overcharge account repaiting the Cutcherrys is fo felf-evident, that
1 nced only 1efer your Honour, &c. to your own judgments, but more par-
ticularly to the gentlemen who have preceded me in the office.

In regard to the double fraud and exorbitant charge of repairing the roads,
1 have 1eady to lay before this Board the Banian’s books, employed on this
fervice, and the Head Peon attending him.

Touching the article of Cotmah's guard, I have now this further circum-
ftance to add, thatn place of 320 Rupees charged the Company, and col-
le@ed fiom the Cotmahs, I am well informed, he exacted from them on
this account, O&ober 26, C. Rs. 654. viz.

On account Bolly and Peiith Cotmah —— —— 327 o

On account Duloll Cotmah — — 163 8
On account Ponchu Cotmah —— — 163 8
C.Rs. 654 o

For proof of this article, your Honour, &c. will be pleafed to order the
Cotmahs to appear before you, and declare, on their oaths, if this fact is or
15 not as I have reprefented it. .

On the whole of thefe five articles, I can fcarcely think he will be hardy
enough to deny or conteft any of them, as they each of them almoft prove
themfelves ; however if he fhould, the proofs, I may fay, are now in 2 man-
ner in the hands of your Honour, &c. and you will doubtlefs take fuch re-
folutions therein, as will equitably conduce to the intereft of our Honour-
able Mafters.

It is fome concern to me, that I thould have fo far differed in judgment
from fo great a majority of this Board, when I thought the charge exhibited
againft Govindram Metre was felf-evident enough to enforce the neceflity
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of his confinement ; but though my remonftrance had not weight fufficient,
either to procure that, or even a guard for the fecurity of his effects, yet
that muft not flacken my endeavours in fearch of the Company's nights, as I
will ftill hope I thall not always be fo unlucky, or fo far mift ken in my judg-
ment as to want the approbation and concurrence of your Honour, &c. m
what I fhall lay before you.

On taking charge of my office, I found the laft monthly account of reve-
nues delivered into council was the month of March; on which I thought
it expedient to haften the accounts of April, May and June, as much as pof-
fible, but found the delays in Metre without end; when fending for him
into the publick Cutcherry, and afking him the reafon of thefe de'ay, his
anfwer was, That it was occafioned by fome articles that he had iecolle@ed,
which ought to have been brought to the credit of the Company fo ner, an
accouflt of which he then gave me, to the amount of C. Rs, 2809 3 g,
telling me he wanted to bring them to credut in the account of revenues for
April; to which I objected, that as he was fenfible I had traced thofe very
frauds, and that fome of them were five years ftanding, I could not admut
of more being brought to credit in April, than were really the tranfactions
of the preceding year, which'l likewife reprefented to Mr. Manningham,
and met with his approval ;* accordingly, in the accounts revenues for Apnil,
laid before your Honour, &c. the 13th inftant, Rupees 842 8 of the abuve
fum are brought to credit, fo that according to his account delivered me,
there remains a ballance due to the Company of C. Rs. 1966 11 g, account
frauds confefled, in the feveral articles of duty on Ruice Sallifnammah, {or
arbitration bonds) Rufley Sallamy, (or meafuring contefted grounds) Gur
Huzreys (or fervants wages forfeited) and Mooriannoes, from Apiil 1747,
during the feveral Zeminduries of Meffrs. Kempe, Eyles, Crattenden and
Watts; Ijuttly call thefe frauds confefled, not only as he knew I had traced
them, but becaufe I have this convincing argument to alledge, they never
would have been brought to credit, but as a confequence of the ferutiny I
had begun to make into his condu@; for he had as early as the 29th of
June, adjufted the account revenues for the month of Apnl, and clofed the
credit fide of the account ; and the whole was wrote fair, and wanted only
balancing and figning, ang not one of thefe recollected articles brought to
credit, But as almoft every hour comes freighted with his frauds, 1t1s my
duty to lay them before your Honour, &c. as they occur.

Unteram Dut ftood during Mr. Forfter’s government, a penfioner on the
Cutcherry books, at 20 Rupees per menfem, which he recuved till Mr,
Eyles ftruck him off. In the beginning of Mr. Rooper's Zemindary he
was again reftored, and received one month’s allowance ; but fince that it
has been received by Metre or Rogu Metre, on pretence of a bmncd;’dné
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from Untream to the latter, 24 months at 20 Rupees, which is 460: for
proof of which the Cutcherry Podar, and Unteram are in waiting.

The 15th, Gofebeg Jemmautdaar complained to me, that he had not
receved a Cowrie of the wages due to him and ten Peons, that were placed
as aguard at Govindpoor Gunge in March laft, to look after the rice. Re-
colle@ing a charge of this kind, I turned to that month’s account revenues,
and found the Company dibted for Rs. 232 10 for this fervice, account 20
Buckerferrias and two Ponfoys, whereas there werein truth only the Peons
above mentioned, and 10 of the Company’s Buckferrias from the different
Chowkeys on board the Ponfways, and the expence of the Ponfways I find
was paid by Motdeb Huzzarah ; and thongh the charge is continued to the
Company for two months and four days, yet they were a&ually no longer on
this fervice than one month and feven days, — as Gofebeg, Sowanny, Pon-
{waar, and Lallmun Mangu, are now 1n waiting to prove.

By complaint from Nour Cawn, I find, that in a long family difpute be-
tween him and his brother Haflein Cawn’s widow, the amount of 2107 C.
R, has been colleted from them both, 200 Sicca Rupees of which were
recewved by Mctre on account of duty on raw filk, and the reft in fines nei-
ther of which has been brought to the Company’s credit.  The particulars
of this infamous affair are too prolix to enumerate to your Honour, &c.
at prefent, therefore fhall only requeft he may be interrogated as to the faét.

The next article I have to fubmit to your Honour’s, &c. judgment, is of
a moft flagitious nature, and at the fame time, will prove as well his perfidi-
oufnefs to the Company, as his connection with the common robbers, and
murdercrs, that have fo many years infefted the fettlement : I may too juftly
fay, under his wing and protection, to the lafting ftain I fear of our name
and government : About the letter end of April 1750, the Head Pyke in-
formed Govindram Metre, that he had taken a notorious Decoyt named
Diaram, (commonly called Dia) in the houfe of one Moideb Cuffarry, who
was hkewife known to be connedted with thefe Decoyts. To give your
Honour, &c. the refult of this affair in as few words as poffible, the Head
Pyke was ordered by Metre, to fell Moideb’s houfe and effedts, which was
accordingly done the firft of May, the former for 300 Rupees, and the
latter for two, and the amount C. Rs. 500 paid by the Head Pyke by
Metre's order to Diaram Gofe, his relation, and head writer in the Cut-
cherry, and the murderer ordered to be releafed. The proof of thefe facts
are now in writing, and more inftances of this nature, Ihave ready to pro~
duce agaft him, when your Honour, &c. has more leiture than you have
at prefent to receive them, or than indeed I have at prefent to enumerate

them.
I have



[ 131 )

1 have a fingle obfervation to make to your Honour, &c. on two articles
contained in Metre’s account frauds confefled; Gurr Huzreys from 1747
to 1751, in that fpace he brings to the credit of the Company on that ac-
count 392 8 Rupees: now from the nature of things, this deduétion muft
have been always made, more or lefs, from the wages of the Buxerries,
Pykes, &c.—But what is becoe of it ? for, with the utmoft diligence, I
can trace no credit given on account of this article.

The article Moorianoes, I believe, may need fome explanation, as in-
troducory to my obifervation on it. On every complaint where a Peon is
ordered, he receives from the delinquent or defendant three punds of
Cowries a day, one pund of which he keeps to himfelf, one pund 14 gun-
das belongs to the Company under the head of Etlack, and the remaiming
fix gundas is daily collected apart, out of which the Etlack Mories or writers,
are paid their wages, and the over-plus remains to the Company ; on account
of thisarticle, Metre in his account frauds confefled, brings to credit 370
Rupees from 1749 to 1751, but as I find no credit given fince Auguft and
September 1743, on this account, I muft conclude a further fraud in this, as
well as the laft mentioned article: both which I fubmit to your Honour,
&c. judgment,

GOVINDRAM METRE Dr.

To account Cutmah’s guards —_— - 334

To account frauds confeflfed ~ wmmm ~—— 1966119
To account Unteram Dutt = == e  —— 460

To account the guard at the Rice gunge — =23

‘T'o account Nour Cawn, and Hoffein Cawn’s widow — 210

To Account Maideh’s hanfe and affafte — _— e

Principal C, Rs. 5600 59
I am moft refpefully,
Honourable Sir and Sirs,
Your moft obedient humble fervan

'To the Honourable Roger Drake, Efg; Prefident and Governor, &¢.
Council.

Honourable Sir and Sirs, * Fort Wilham, Auguft 27, 1752.
Obferve that Govindram Metre has (in two letters under date the 17t
I and 24th inftant) put in anfwer to the two firft charges I have exhibi
<d againft him, on which I beg leave to remark, that if he is thus per
Rz mitte
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mitted t6 anfwer in a long and fallacious narrative, to every fingle charge,
1 forefee a ferutiny into his condo& may become a work of fome years ;
and will be fuch a heavy tax on my time, that the needful, and I may fay
houtly attention to my office, will by no means admit of; becaufe my
replymg to fuch anfwers will be abfolutely neceffary, or our honourable
mafter> may be impofed on, by the fpecioufnefs of their appearance ; and
my 1eplies may occafion his rejoinders to the end of the chapter. The
chaiges T lay aganft him confift not in argument, but fadts, which it is
only incumbent on him to admit or deny. If my informations are wrong,
and 1 fail in the proof of them, he will thereby become fufficiently vind:-
cated ; therefore, effeually to put a flop to this tedious method, I wilt
only give your Honour, &c. the trouble of this reply, and in futare barely
lay before the Committee whatever fats occur to me, fubfequent to my
prefent information.

I admit his appeal to the Gentlemen that have filled the ftation of Zemin-
dar, to be ftri¢tly true; and I have long known fuch application to them,
on the fale of the farms, to be his conftant method of blinding them, as he
well knew none durft give them intelligence of their real worth: His im-
pofition on your Honour, &c. in this argument, I cannot help calling ex-
tremely audacious ; he fays,  he always advifed the Zemindars a month
« Defore the time of fale, of the utmoft price he could get for the farms.”
——Why, Gentlemen! the Pottahs, by which he farmed out on his own
account the farms now under confideration, and which carry an advance
(fome of them) of 70, 80, and 100 per cent. bear date the fame day with
thofe, whereby he calls them to himfelf, in a fititious name, at that lofs to
our honourable employers : can your Honour, &c. want 4 ftronger proof
of matchlefs fraud and iniquity than this? Ithink not. 1 dare fay 1 (hall
meet your concurrence in giving it thefe juft appellations. He further fays,
he gave more for the fix farms in 1749, than was given the year before ;
this I admut; and muft remark his advancing fometimes, in a tufling
degree, the prices of the farms, as another artful means of blinding his
mafters:  but his affertion, that he gave more for the fix farms the two
next years, than he gave in 1749, is far from truth; for I have only to
refer your Honour, &c. to my letter under date the 13th inflant, and you
will obferve, for three of them he gives lefs, nay though he farms twe of
the three on his own account at a higher rate in 1750 and 1751, than
in 1749. As to the dedution of the duffutary, or 10 per cent. for the
Z.mindar, it does not appear to me in any degree probable, that he would
negle& levying this fee from thofe to whom he rented the farms on his own
account, which he mightdo as juftly as he levied the 25 per cent. the laft
yeur, notwithtanding the reafons by which he attempts to palliate that a&
ol power and oppreffion. He infinuates my leaving out Haut Cola Buzar

in
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in my fecond lift with defign, as knowing he loft by that Buzar: that I was
not capable of {o unworthy a defign, is manifeft from my mentioning 1t in
my firft lift; and 2dly, becaufe I know, and will prove, he neither loft or
ined by it in the year 1749 and 17503 but that he ganed 40 Rupees ty
itin 1751, when he took it at 177 Rupees, and farmed it out again to
Purpuram at 217 Rupees.  He may with equal truth fay, it is with defign,
in the calculate of his wages, where I charge him 9696, inftead of 8484 ;
which is as manifeft a miftake, as my leaving out the other Buzar in my
fecond lift. < He fays, that every Rajah’s and Zemindar’s Duan, over the
« whole kingdom, is indulged with fome farms for his own profit; as he
« cannot, from his wages, keep up the equipage and attendance neceffary
¢ for an officer in his ftation,” This is calculated to deceve elfewhere, as
he muft know your Honour, &c. is better acquainted with the natuie of
this government. We know 1t is a very ufual thing for a Duan, or a Duan’s
Niab, to reprefent to their principal, that fuch or fuch a farm or portion of
land produces fuch an annual profit, and folicits that he may hold it him-
felf; but 1t is as well known, that if he is deteCted 1n concealing the real
profits, or holds them clandeftinely in others names, or is found guilty of
oppreffirfy or exacting from the people more than the eftablithed duties, the
lath, fetters, imprifonment, and confifcation, are the immediate confe-
quence ; one crime fully proved againft him implies the whole, and he 15
treated accordingly. To inftance one that Metre is perfetly acquainted
with.—About 15 yéars ago, Sahib Ray was Duan to Kritichund Raja;
this Duan had a Niab, or deputy, named Gopee Sing, who was convicted
«of holding farms clandeftinely, of opprefling the people, and of perpe~
trating other crimes now laid to the charge of Govindrum Metre: his
punithment was very remarkable; for after fevcrely fuffering the lafh,
chains, imprifonment, and confilcation, he was fixed in the public highway,
and an order iflued for every paffenger to kick him on the head, under
which miferable fituation he expired. As Metre’s own confeffion fpeaks
his having plundered agreeably to the maxims of his own nation, fo he
himfelf has pointed out, that the laws of his own nation ought to be the
meafure of his punifhment ; and Iam much deccived, if your Honour, &c.
will not find 1n the end, that his crimes are in no fhape inferior to thofe of
Gopee Sing’s.  As to his infinuations touching equipage and attendance, I
know not, that from the nature of his employ in this fettlement, he was
igtitled to either, in the fenfe he would imply: How and by what means
he had accumulated a judicial power in the place, ten times greater thari
nirte-tenths of his mafters, is a point 1 will not difculs;  but certain it is,
that his acquiring any was foreign to his faton, which fin@ly was no
more than a head fervant of the Zemindar’s, and a fupermtendant of the
writers and other fervants employed in the revenues; which flation forre
one or other mut fill, without the leatt neceffity of his gaining power,
name,
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name, o equipage; at leaft 1 will venture to affure your Honour, &c.
none fhall, whilft I have the honour of..being at the head of the office.

Metre obje@s to my charging him ten years on the fix farms ; to which
1{ay, that where a fraud of three yearsis proved upon him, I fee noin-
juttice in concluding, that fraud was extended further, when the means
were equally in his power, though perpetrated, poffibly, by different
methods. In this, I am fure, I treat him ftrictly conformable to his own
laws, which himfelf has pleaded in his favour; but this charge I will
further illuftrate to your Honour in fimilar inftances, where his clandeftine
gains have been much greater than thofe already laid before you. The
Nimmuck Mahal, or Salt Farm, was farmed by Narratun Bifwafs, at
1651 10 6 in the year 1751, under a finé fipulation and order of the
Zemindary, that he wgs to levy a duty on that article only of 15 annaes
per cent. when his year expired. Metre fent for one Ramram Bofe,
whom he took into his fervice, and placed in the management of that farm,
telling him, the duty was now to be collected on the Company’s account,
with orderts to let him know, at the end of two or three months, what it
produced : this produce amounting, in the months of November,*Decem-
ber, and January, to between goo and 1000 Rupees, Metre takes the farm
to himfelf, in the name of one Conju Bofe; and as an inftance of his
merit and vigilance, advances to the Company 152 4 3 more than it
farmed at the year before; this farm has ever fince been in his hands, in
fictitious names, at a {mall annual advance; and he has, according to my
information, made in thefe 10 or 11 years, a profit of at leaft 40,000 Ru~
pees on this farm : the proofs of this muft in fome degree reft with your
Honour, &c. by ftrictly ordering the Amdanny and Rufftanny accounts, or
imports and exports of that article, to be laid before the Committee.
When this farm was laft year put up to public fale, by order of Mr Bur-
row, your Honour, &c. may remark, it rofe from 2400 to 4034 Rupees;

a ftrong proof of the frauds committed in it.

The Vermillion Farm produced in 1738, Rupees 412; in 1739 Metre
takes it at 200; and it has been in his hands clandeftinely, in the names
of his fervants, ever fince, and only raifed to 225. His profits on this farm,
I am informed, during thefe 13 or 14 years, amount to Rupees 30,c00 at
leatt : the proof of which muft likewife, as in the laft article, reft on yoyr
Honour, &c. by ordering him to lay the accounts of both, on his cath,
before the commjjttee.

In the duty on Chinam, timbers, and fale of boats, I find, by extrats
from the feveral Aflammees Books, Rupees 960 2 colleéted by Connuram
Tagoor, from November laft to June inclufive, of which there is only

breught
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brought to credit annually about 300 Rupees; fo that there has been an
annual fraud in it at leafl of 1000 Rupees: and I think no body will
fay or believe, that this fervant of Metre’s can have fecreted this 2nnual

fum.

After all; it might have been imagined, that, fince the Company had
been thus defrauded in the annual fale of their farms, thofe fums for which
they were fold (howfoever lefs than their real value) would at leaft have
been brought to their credit ; but on the contrary, I am forry to advife your
Honour, &c. that has not been the cafe; for having ordered the beft
Moories I conld employ, to draw out, by way of account current, a ftate-
ment of the yearly amount of the Pottahs and the credits, as they ftand in
the monthly account revenues, from 1738 to November 1751; 1 find no
lefs a fum than Rupees 7219, not brought to credit; fo that 1t is too ftrictly
verified, what I have before afferted, that there has been no method
uneflayed by this man, where theie was a poffibility of his injuring the
truft repofed in him.

1 have nothing more to trouble your Honour, &c. with, in reply to his
anfwer of the 17th, than to aver, he has never been debarred infpccting
any book whatever in the Cutcherry, that he might think neceflary for his
defence; and I have given orders, that he may take any copies from thence
he pleafes. His letter of the 24th necds no reply, as the confuting 1t
wholly depends on proofs to be laid before the Commuttee: for my own
part, I muft ence more repeat my opinion, that his frauds ae too obvious
to afford a doubt; but the moft convincing proof of them wll appear n
the increafe of the revenues, which points out to me an expedient foi your
Honour, &c.’s deliberation, that in my own julgment carries great equiy
with it, and would fave us from a moft teiious tafk, which muft refult
from a particular enquiry nto every artiule of his frauds.

I believe it can hardlv be imagined, that, with our utmoft vigilance and
attention, we (hall be able to make fo much of the Company’s revenues,
as bas been made of them whiltt under his management;, netwithftanding
which, I would propofe, that he give gool and fufficicnt fec rity to re*und
two-thirds of the medium of the increafe on two years revenues, com-
mencing from the firft of July laft; and the be‘t.s to eftimate in what lum
he fhall be obliged to give fecunty,*I will tuppofe a medium increafe of
30,000 Rupees, (and lefs, I wil venrure to tay, will not be ind yet the
poor in many arcumftances reli.ved) two-thids of whien (nalt be de med
the fum the Company has been «nnually defrauded of, whillt the revenues
have been under his condu@; hence the fecuriy will be'in the fam of
560,000 Rupees. I am afraid your Honour, &c, will think me too

4 indulgent
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indulgent to Metre in this propofition, as there will be fo confiderable a lofs
of intereft to the Company: however, I will fubmit it, as it is, to yoar
determmnation.  Touching the examunation n council of Anderam Dut,
and Rogn Metre, I beg to be indulged a few words more, juft to obferve
that the contefted accounts between them are foreign to my charge; it is
enough that it is fupported by the confeffion of Rogu Metre, and the depo-
fitions of Anderam Dut, and Bulram Podar; fo that I muft ftill be of
opinion, the Company have an undoubted claim on Roju Metre for the
460 Rupees, as neither he, nor any one elfe, in my judgment, can be
jufbfied in making a property of the Company to reimburfe themfelves,
even fuppofing he had any juft demand on Anderam, which 1 have too
much reafon to believe was not the cafe, I remain, moft refpe&fully,

Honourable Sir and Sirs,
Your moft obedient humble fervant.

P. 8. Since my clofing the above, my Moories have brought me in their
report of the deficiencies 1n the duty on exportation of Rice, by which I
find the Company defrauded of Rupees 8605 8 6 from Anno 1738, to
April 1752 including 1175 15 6 Rupees, which ftand in his account
frauds confefled. Permit me to rema. k, that as Metre has been hard
enough to embczzle fuch confiderable fums on the farms, and on this laft
mentioned article of duty on Rice exported, though both under the check
of an Enghih regifter, what bounds can we fuppofe reftramned him durin
the preceding 14 years on the whole of the revenues, when he had no
check at all upon him: for I can trace no Cutcherry accounts prior to
1738, If lafk for the accounts of the Gunge before it was farmed I am
told they were wathed away in the great ftorm ; and if I enquire for any
other accounts relative to the revenues, antecedent to the above year, I am
told the White Ants have deftroyed them.

Tam, (ut fupra.)

To the Honourable Roger Drake, Efq; Prefident and Governor of Fort
William, &c. Council.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,
1ft. TN obedience to your commands touching our Honourable Mafters
I letter of the 16th January 1752, I now lay before you, the refult
of my enquiries into the feveral particulars relative to the office of the
Zemindary, and ftate of the Company's revenues; but as a ferutiny of this
kind is intirely new, and aocompanied with very few traces to guide me in
2 the
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the fearch, your Honour, &c. 1 hope will not think I have been tardy in
the execution of your orders. As the tafk affigned me has really been a
very heavy, though neceflary one, yet I have had this fatisfiction attending
it, that thereby the Company’s revenues will in future be put on fucha
footing, that it will be fcarcely poffible for further depredations to be maie
on them of any confequence, as not enly the board, but every fucceeding
Zemindar, may at any time, and at one view, acquire a knowledge of every
branch of the Company’s duties. The account of which, to the minuteft
atticle, are now kept in Enghth, by which means the Prefident and Council
will have it in their power, to be a conftant check upon the Zemindar, as
collector of the revenues, and the Zemindar on the fubordinate fervants of
the Cutcherry, to whofe management (from the fluGuating poft of the
Zemindar, his deficiency in the language, and the want of fome work of
this kind) the revenues have in a manner been abandoned, though un-
avoidably fo, from the above caufes.

2d. A reply to the latter part of our Honourable Mafters firft paragraph
will with more propriety come from your Honour, &c. however 1 muft
beg leave juft to give you my thoughts on the fubje&, which poflibly may
coincide with your own, otherwife you will doubtlefs reply to 1t more fully,
and corre@ me where you think I may have erred. As to a rehearing of
any matter determined in the Cutcherry, to a certain value, 1 fubmit 1t to
your Honour, &c. whether an eftablithed order or rule of Cutcherry to
this purport, would not be attended with the utmoft inconvenience, for as
thefe people are beyond doubt the moft ltigious people exifting, 1t is as
certain that no caufe to that value would ever be determined without a
rehearing. At the fame time, permit me to obferve, that 1t 1s hardly to be
imagined a Zemindar would refufe to rehear any caufe, upon proper re-
prefentations made to him ; but our Honourable Mafters will be convinced,
from copy of the judicial proceedings tranfmitted them, that the Zemindar
who purfues the fame method, will need little check on his judgments
regarding property ; for it will there appear an invariable rule, to have
every caufe determined by arbitrators of the parties own chufing unlefs 1n
claims fo obvious as to admit of no conteft, fuch as thofe arfirg on mort-
gages, &c, or thofe of very fmall value, where the parties are {o indigent
as not to be able to pay the fees on the arbitration bonds. And when the
arbitrators happen to be equally divided in their judgments, the Zemindar
interferes no farther than 1n nomin .ting an umpire, who fhall be acceptable
to both parties; but if obje@ed to by either, then each to nominate an
umpire, and chance to determine ; but an inftance of this laft kind has not
happened fince I have been in the office. Wherever it aﬁpcars that the
Zemindary embezzles the Company's revenues, opprefles the people, or is
gutlty of corruption in his judicigl proceedings, our Honourable Malitcrs
. " ave
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have left it to your Honour, &c. the redrefling thefe evils, by fufpending
him from his poft; but an appeal from his judgments I do not think the
nature of the office will admit of, as they are put in execution as foon as
pronounced ; but if your Honour, &c. think otherwife, I fhall moft chear-
fully fubmit to any orders you fhall tranfmit me on that head. Our Ho-
nourable Mafters, by ordering an Enghth regifter of the proceedings and
fines to be regularly kept, and from time to time to be laid before you, and
direcing the affiftants to attend on Cutcherry days, appear to me to have
been the beft checks on the Zemindar that could have been devifed; to
which permit me to recommend to your Honour, &c that you iffue an
order from the board, that no Zemindar in future prefume to determine any
caufe privately at his own houfe, but in public Cutcherry, as the contrary
practice may give a latitude to much iniquity.

3d. Under your Honour’s, &c. influence and orders, the intentions of
our Honourable Mafters as fet forth in their fecond paragraph, are already
in part put in execution. The farms have been fold at public outery,
agreeable to their inftructions, and the poor are relieved by remitting fix
of the loweft farms, as producing little more to the Company than difcredit.
The feafon being now arrived for meafuring the ground, my utmoft care
and attention fhall be employed in putting our Honourable Mafters orders
on that head in execution. In conformity to your Honour, &c. orders, I
have made the ftriGteft {crutiny into the feveral charges of Banians, writers,
and other fervants of the Cutcherry, under the denomination of Pikes,
‘Peons, and Buckferries; alfo the charge of Chowkey Boats; and for the
redu@ion made in thefe articles, I refer you to the feveral monthly accounts
revenues for July, Auguft, September and O&ober, ready to be laid before
you, as foon as the months of May and June are paffed in council : I have
alfo made the like fcrutiny into the heavy charge of repairing the roads,
drains, &c. and making and repaiting the feveral Cutcherry, and Chowkey
houfes, the exorbitancy of which will beft appear from the future charges
in thefe particulars, And to illuftrate the benefit arifing to our Honourable
Employers from your orders touching the monthly charges Zemindary, I
beg leave to inform your Honour, &c. that I have taken the medium of
the laft three years nominal and real current charges of this office, as being
the loweft, and find it amount to Current Rupees 29818 per annum: the
charge of fervants under every denomination and C howkey Boats ftands for
October reduced to 1567 Rupees per menfem, (or thereabouts, for it is
impoffible to fpecify within five or ten Rupees) or 18804 Current Rupees
per annum; to this I will add the large allowance of 1200 Rupees per
annum, account repairing the roads, &c. and making and reparring the
feveral Cutcherries and Chowkey houfes, and other incidental charges ;
which ma'.es the whole annual charges Zemindary amount only to 20,004
. Rupecs,
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Rupees, from which I think it cannot vary 200 Rupees  Thus I have the
pleafure of demonftrating to your Honour, &c. an annual faving of near
10,000 Rupees.  And if the prefent charge can in any fhape, with propricty,
be further reduced, my utmoft endeavours thall not be want'ng. In regard
to the laft part of this paragraph, and part of the third, I have only to
obferve to your Honour, &c. for the information of our Honourable Ma-
frers, that the Duffutary, or 10 per Cent. on the annual fale of the farms,
from the beft intelligence I can acquire, has been exacted from the farmers,
(I believe with the knowledge of the board) by every Zemindar (Mr. Jack-
fon excepted) as an eftablithed fee or perquifite ; but how this cuftom ob-
tained, or by what appointment it became eftablithed, 1 cannot learn. Be
this as it may, it will require very few words to demonftrate, the Compa-
ny have fuffered this dedution on their farms for 13 or 14 years, and that
they, and not the farmers, have been the lofers. The value affixed to
each farm has been in current rupees ; but the Duffutary collected has been
always in Madrafs Rupees, (the Gunge cxcepted) which is adding 10 per
Cent. upon the Duffutary. This article is now brought to the credit of
the Company, and ioints out another gain of current Rupees 645-, as
per account fales of the farms zoth O&ober, already before you. I have
only to add, that every Cutcherry allowance, fee, and perquifite, formerly
appropriated to the Zemndar, are now alfo duly brought to the Company’s
credit.

4th, Our Honourable Mafters 5th paragraph remains now only to be
fpoke to, wherein we are directed to tranfmit them a particular defcription
of the feveral branches of duty bclonFing to the Zemindary, with the feve-
ral articles of revenue, under the infpection of the Zemindar, and explain
the nature of them. To make this defcription the more intelligible, I
think it expedient to divide the whole of the Company’s revenues under
three heads; wz. Ground-rent, Farms, and the feveral duties arifing on
articles not farmed, but colleted daily, and arifing from the current tran-
fa&ions of the Cutcherry, Touching the firft head, I imagine I fhall have
occafion to addrefs your Honour, &c. largely, when 1 have compleated the
meafurement of the ground ; fo that what I lay before you r.ow on this
fubject, I take as ftanding at prefent on the Cutcherry books, and would
only have it efteemed as a {hort introduction to that period.

The town of Calentta is divided into four principal diftrics, under the
denominations of Dee Calcutta, (under which Yobn Nagore is included)
Govindpoore, Soota Nutty, and Bazar Calcutta ; to each of which, and to
the great Bazar, are appropriated a diftinét Cutcherry, whofe accounts are
all tranfmitted to, and center in the great Cutcherry of Dee Calcutta,
Thefo four diftrits contain 54721 Bega of ground, (cach containing 20

S2 Cotta)
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Cotta) on which the Company receive ground-rent at 3 Sicca Rupees
Bega per annum, fome few places excepted, hereafter to be fpecified, which
pay a lefs rent.  Exclufive of the above 54722 Bega, the Company poffefs
733 Bega, which pay no ground-rent, ~ The diftribution of ground that
pays rent, and that which pays none, is as follows, viz.

Ground-rent received on Ground on which no Rent 1s received,
Bega Cotta, Bega Cotta
Dee Caleutta 1704 3 Containing houfes 3422 Ground occupied by the} o <L
Soota Nutty 1861 § 2374 Company 30 5z
Govindpoore 1044 13 £+ - 1753 Donatons - = - 1611
Bazar Calcutta 560 2 § - <89 Churches - » - 719
%ohn Nagore 228 1% - 66 Moors Mofques - - 15 7
aag Duzar - 5717 & - 173 To Gentoo Idols - - 13 13
Lott Buzar - 10 g 81 Gnen to fundry Bramins 242
Santofe Buzar 5 53 Datto to the Gentoo Poor 14 12
—_— Ditto to the Mdors ditto - 30 1§
5472 Potta’s, or houfes 9451 Grounds bought by
733 Each potta or devo"fr?"fom to } 62 18 %
houfe poflefling make Tanks
Total of the on an average Indulgences - 18 10 ¢
Company’s }6 2 fomething fhort
Ground 05 of 1 Begaand 15 Bega 733
Cottaof Ground
se 1} B

Within the Company’s bounds, there is alfo ground poffeffed by propri-
etors, independant of our Government, to the amount of about 3050 Bega,
according to the exadtelt eftimate I can at prefent make, iz,

The diftri& of Simlea - 1000
Molunga - 8oo
Mirzapoor  1¢00
Hogulcourea 250

B. 3050

Thefe 3050 Bega, calculated agreeably to the foregoing proportion, will
be found to contain 5267 houfes; which, added to thofe under the Com-
pany’s protection, will make the whole amount of houfes 14718. Iadd
them together, becaufe they equally contribute to the confumption of thofe
attcles, on which the Compan s revenues anfe. The independence of
the above 4 diftu@s arofe from the towns originally belonging to different
proprictuis; and when the Phirmaund gave us a grant to purchafe thefe
towns, with the reftri¢tion of fatisfyng the Zemimdars, fome of them
could not te prevailed upon to alienate theirs : fo that in confequence they
have remained diftin& and independant ever fince. The proprietors of

the above 14718 hoafes, for diftinéion fake, 1 wll call Principal Tenants,
3 or
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or Holders of Pottas; who have again their lodgers or under-tenants, with-
in the limits of their refpe@ive Pottas, in the following proportion on an
average, agreeably to the exaGteft judgment I'can make, as well as the beft
information I have acquired, viz. each principal Potta-holder, who pof-
fefles 1 Bega of ground, has five under-tenants who hold of him; there-
fore, adding the 3050 Bega contained in the four independant towns, to
the 5472 Bega, the property of the Company, the whole amount of Bega’s
will be 8522 ; and this again multiplied by fix, will give the number of
houfes that are properly in Calcutta, vsz. 51132 5 and this fum again mul-
tiplied by 8, a very moderate eftimate of the inhabitants contained in each
houfe, it gives the number of fouls in Calcutta, iz, 409056 conftant in-
habitants, without reckoning the multitude that daily come in and return,
but yet who add to the confumption of the place. I will trouble your Ho=
nour, &c. at prefent on this fubje&, no farther than juft to reduce the Bega
into Englith meafure, and point out to our Honourable Mafters the extent of
ground they poflefs in this fettlement.  The Bega is in length 126 ; feet,
which, multiplied into itfelf, gives 16,002 fquare feet in a fquare Bega; an
acre contains {quare feet 43,560 therefore a Bega is to an Acre, as 367 to
1000, or as 11 to 30 the neareft.

sth. The farms come next under confideration; and firft of the Gunge, or
Mondy Bazar, fituated in the diftrict of Govindpoore. Touching this article,
I can obtain no accounts prior to the year 1738, all preceding accounts of
it being (as I am told) deftroyed in the great ftorm. This farm has pro-
duced to the Company, fince it was firt farmed, as follows, vz,

A° 1738 — 6501 Brought forward Rs 62641

1739 —-6505 1746 —13201
1740 — 9023 1747—17002
1741 — 6655 174818203
1742 — 6655 1749— 14004
1743 — 7600 17§50 ==10100
1744 — 8500 1751 =12010
1745 —11200 1752 —22760 .
62041 Current Rs 169921 The medium 11328
————————  perann.

‘The feveral articles on which a duty is colle@ed at the Gunge, are, Rice,
Paddy, Gram, and all other kinds of Gram: asalfo on Tobacco, Gee,
Matts, Poultry, Bay Leaves, Thread, Beeds, Cloth, Oil, G.nnys, Copofs,
Seeds, Beatlenut exported : in fhort, on every artile that comes withm “he
denomination of common food, or the common neceflirks of lfe. The
duty colle@ed by the Farmer of the Gunge on Rice, at 1 Maund per Ru-

pee,



[ 142 ]

Ke, is the neareft 8 per cent. and on every ather article 3 Pices Sicca per
upee, or 1 Rupee 9 Apnaes per Cent. Concerning this farm, I fhall
trouble your Honour, &c. with nothing more here, as I fhall again fpeak
to it in fome general remarks on the farms, after I have particularized each
of them, to which I fhall now proceed in the order of their fales the 20th
of October laft.

6th, Soota Nutty Market, and Suba Buzar, have yiclded, fince they
were firflt farmed, as follows, viz,

A°1738 --- 3504 Brought forward Rs-—30115
1739 -= 3589 1746--- 4172
1740 === 3397 1747-- 4370
I741 === 4012 1748--- 4422
1742 - 3532 1749 4599
1743 - 3758 1750~ 43849
1744 - - 3991 1751~ = 5000
1745 === 4332 1752~ 7510
30115 Current R* 65037 Medium per ann,

— 4835 123,

Soota Nutta Market is held twice a Week, viz. on Thurfdays and Sundays,
on which a Duty is celleted by the Farmer, viz.

Retailers of Cowrees  Chinam Shops Cucumber’s Shops
Cotton Thread Tobacco ditto Fithmongers
Apothecaries Shops Fire-wood ditto Trees

ol - ditto Straw Roafted Rice Shops
Hard-ware  ditto Matts Weavers - ditto
Tyar -  ditto Bamboos Potters - ditto
Mik - - ditto Braziers Shops Salt - - ditto
Jaggree - - ditto Beetlenut ditto Cloth - - ditto
Sweetmeat - ditto Greens Rice - - ditto
Smiths - - ditto Sugar-canes Venifon - ditto
Silverfmith  ditto Plantien Shops " Shoe-makers ditto

Beetle . - ditto Tamarind ditto Paddy

Thefe feveral articles have an eftablithed charge or rate, from one Gun-
da of Cowries to 6 Pund per diem, on esch thop, bundle, bag, or piece,
according to the different value and fpecies of goods.

Gram, - -
Horfe ditto, } Imported from Hougley, and other places up the River,
Muftard Seed, ~  pays 6 Gundas of Cowrees on cach Rupee.
Wheat, - - J

Oil,
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Oil, Ghee, Gram, Wheat, &e. imported from Arung Gotta, each boat
3 Madrals Rupees. Gram imported from the country round, pays 6 Pice
on each Sicca Rupee, or 3R. 2 per Cent,

Sugar, on each Bag, ~ =« = 2 Annae,
Ghee, on cach Dupper, =~ - 6 Ditto,
Honey, on cach Ditto, - - - 2 Ditto,

Coarfe Ps. goods pay a duty from 4 to 15 Gundas on each piece. Rice
retailers pay 15 Chitants, or j;th of a Seer, on each Rupee worth.

I have been the more particular on this market, that I may not be ander
the neceffity of fpecifying fo minutely the articles on which the duty is col-
le@ed in the other markets and bazars, as they are nearly the fame ; and the
fame effimation of duty will in general hold with very little difference ; only,
for the information of fuch of our Honourable Mafters as have not been
converfant with thefe parts, I will add, that a Gunda is 4 Cowries, 20
Gundas 1 Pund, 16 Punds 1 Cowand, and 2 Cowands, 19, 12, or 13 Punds,
(according to the value of Cowrics) make one Rupee Arcot.  Soota Nutty
market, and Suba Bazar, have been generally held by the fame perfon, as
the one may be called the key to the other: and if in different hands,

-would occafion endlefs difputes; the articles on which a duty is colleGted
in Suba Bazar are nearly the fame as in the market, though in a lefs quan«
tity, and in a more retail way.

7th, Conne&ed with the foregoing Market and Bazar, are the follow-
ing feven farms; for they have been generally, for the above reafons, held
by the fame perfon, as being all in the diftri& of Sooty Nutty, though
fold feparately, and now in onc lot; viz. Baag Bazar Market, Baag Bazar,
Charles Bazar Market, Charles Bazar, Doobaparrah Bazar, Hautcolla Ba~
zar, and Soota Nautty’s burthen'd Oxen. Thefe different Markets and Ba-
zars have produced, from their being firft farmed, as follows : viz.

A° 1738 - 1255  Brought forward Rs - 11389

1739 - 1364 1746 - 1560
1740 - 589 1747 = 1519
1741 - 627 1748 - 1612
1742 - 1891 1749 - 1697
1743 - 1845 1750 - 1732
1744 - 1879 1751 - 1761
1745 - 1939 1752 = 2001

—

11389 Current Rs 23271 Mediom 1551 6 4
per ann,
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The duties levied in thefe Bazars and Markets, as well as the atticles on
which they ~re levied, fo pearly refemble thofe already fpecified, that it is
nec il treubling your Honour, &c. with the particulars,  Soota Nutty's
K . «Pacha, or burdened Oxen, is levied as follows:

Lvery tenant who keeps oxen, to convey merchandize out and into the
town, pays the farmer, 8a 6 p. per each oxen, per annum; with
thefe exceptions, that thofe employed n the Salt Trade pay only 6 a.
6 p. per annum each ; and thofe employed to import and export Meal,
pay only 3 Annaes Sicca each, per ansum.

§th. The Gieat Bazar, under the dittri& of Dee Calcutta, is farmed
out 1 three partitions, (but generally held by the fame perfon) under the
heads of, 1ft, Jow Bazary, or duty on greens, fifly roots, pans, &c. com-
mon neceflaries of life, as to food and wutenfils, 2dly, Iron, gee, fugar,
beetlenut, &c. merchandize. And 3dly, the duty of Koyally or Jouldary.
The fuft of thefe is farmed in November with the reft of the farms, but
the 2d and 3din April. The Jow Bazary has produced, fince it was firft
farmed, viz,

A° 1738 - 1650 Brought forward Rs - 15536
1739 - 2029 1746 - 2185
1740 - 1980 1747 - 2185
1741 - 1765 1748 2285
1742 - 1804 1749 2400
1743 - 1994 1750 2400
1744 = 2007 1751 2600
1745 - 2307 1752 3500
15536 Current Rs - 33091 Medium 2206 1
—— per ann.

The duties colle@ed by the farmer on the above mentioned articles are
neatly in the fame proportion as fpecified in my 6th paragraph.

The 2d partition of the Great Bazar is the duty on iron, gee, fugar, &c.
the Pattah for which, as well' as for the Jouldary, does not expire till April
next. This Farm has produced, fince it was firft farmed, as follows, viz.

[

A% 1738 - h1o1 Brought forward Rs - 4568
1739 - 1155 1742 - 1250
1740 - 1156 1543 = 1150
1741 - 1156 1744 = 1200

4568 Carried forward Current Rs §163

Ac 1745



Brought forward Rs - 8168 Brought forward Rs - 13575

A® 1745 ~ 1320
1746 - 1347
1747 - 1345
1748 - 1345

Tron pays a duty of

Ballafore Stone Difhes pay 16 o o per 100 Dithes.

Dutto - Ditto Cups,

Beetlenut pays a duty of
Pepgcr, Copper, Tootenague, Lead, Dammer, Cotch, Chanks, pay a

2 per cent. on imports and exports.

Sugar pays 4 Annaes, per each Oxen Load of 2 Bags.

Gee pays 8 Annaes, 6 Punds per each Oxen Load.

duty of
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1749 = 1367
1750 = 1662
1751 = 2100
1752 - 2100

Current Rs - 20754 Medium, 1383 9 »

R.A.P.

per ann.

1 15 3 both when imported and exported.

8 o o per 100 Cups.
1 15 3 per cent. both imports and exports.

Honey, Wheat and Wax, 2 per cent.on imports and exports.
Oil and Jaggree, 2 Seer, per each Oxen Load, and 5 Pund for each Ox.

Ophirim, 2 per cent.

Rice and Grain imported, 2 Seers, 8 Chittack, per each Oxen Load.

Ditto, Ditto, exported, 1 Seer. 4 Chittack, per Rupee.
Gram, imported, pays 6 Punds, 1 Cowrie, per Rupee.

Turmerick, anger, Sandle Wood, Red Lead, Long Pepper, Saltpetre,
Lack, Gunnys, &c. fundries, pay a duty 2 per cent.

Tobacco imported, pay 2 Annaes, 3 Ps. per Oxen Load.

Dutto, exported, 2 per cent. and 2 Punds of Cowries for each Ox.

Brafs Plates, pay a duty of 8 Annaes per Maund, on both imports and ex~

ports.

1oth, The third partition of the Great Buzar, farmed in the Month of
April, 1s the Jouldary, or Weighman’s duty, of 1 Seer, 4 Chittacks, per
Rupee, levied on all Rice, Paddy, Gram, Wheat, &c. Gramn imported
in the Great Buzar. ‘This duty has produced to the Company, fince the
firft farming ; vz,

A° 1938
1739
1740
1741
1742
1743
1744
1745

2726
717
716
731
1108
700
1036,
1139

6873

Brought forward, Rs 6873

1746 -
1747 -
1748
1749
1750
175t -
1752

1164
1164
1180
1219
1337
1900
1900

Current Rs 16737 Medium 1115 12 2

T

—

per ann.

Govindpoore
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Govindpoore Market, Beggum Bazar, and Goflollab Bazar, ate fold in
one lot, and have been generally held by the fame perfon, as lying nearly
contiguous to each other, They have produced to the Company, fince
then bemng firft farmed, as follows, viz,

Av 1738 - 992 Brought forward, Rs 9906
1739 - 1058 1746 - 1567
1740 - 1150 1747 - 1708
1741 - 1096 1748 - 1868
1742 - 1106 1749 - 2048
1743 - 1468 1750 - 2100
1544 - 1468 1751 = 19C5
1745 - 1568 1752 - 2305
9906 Current Rs 23407  Medium 1560 6 4

Govindpoore Market is held twice in a week, @iz, on Tuefdays and Sa-
turdays , and the articles on which a duty is levied by the Farmer are near-
ly the fame as in Soota Nutty Market; the duties from 4 Gundas to 6 P.
10 G. on cach piece, bundle, bafket, or thop, per diem, according to the
different value, confumption, or eftimation of the goods.

12th, Lol Buzar, and Santofe Buzar, fituate in the diftrict of Dee Cal~
cutta, have yielded to the Company ; wiz,

A%1738 - 1584 Brought forward, Rs 14823
1739 - 1780 1746 - 1635
1740 - 1857 1747 - 1560
1741 - 1640 1748 - 1720
1742 - 1792 1749 - 1840
1743 - 2255 1750 - 2000
1744 = 2255 1758 -~ 2090
1745 = 1660 1752 - 1855
14823 Current Rs 27523 Medium 183412 9

——  per ann.

The articles and duties nearly the fame as already particularized in the
other Bazars,

13th, Nimmuck Mobul, or the Salt Farm, fituated in Soota Nutty, has
produced, fince it was firft farmed ; wiz,

A° 1738



A9 1938
1739
1740
1741
1742
1743
1744
1745

]
15y
1651
1825
1825
1900

10498
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Brought forward, R* 10498 ~

1746 - 1900
1747 - 2001
1748 - 2023
1749 - 2100
1750 = 2400
1751 - 4030
1752 - 5150

ey

Current R* 30104 Medium

2006 14 11,

‘The duty levied on Salt importetl and exported, at 3 Pice Sicca per
Rupee, or 3 Rupees 2 Annaes per Cent.

Jouldary, or Weighman, 6 Annaes Sicca per Maund.

On Oxen employed in this fervice, 1 Rupee per 20 Oxen.

Retailers.of Salt pays 2 Annaes Sicca per 3 Maund,

There is an exemption on all Salt imported on account of Coja Wazeid,
who pays only 1 Rupee per 3 Maund, both on Salt imported and
exported.

The whole duty levied on Salt amounts to 3 Rupees 15 Annaes per cent.

14th, Dee Calcutta's Market, and the Duty on the Roads, and Salt in
Bafkets, have produced, fince it was firft farmed ; vsz.

A°1738
1739
1740
1741
1742
1743
1744
1745

578
577
605
605
412
700
475
700

4652

Brought forward, R® 4652

1746 - 513
1747 - 597
1748 - 648
1749 - 682
1750 - 703
1758 = 715
1752 - 620

Current R* 9130 Medium,

— 608 10 8

Dee Calcutta Market is held in the Chourangey Road, leading to Col-
legot. Articles and Duties as in other Markets already fpecified. The
duty on the Roads had its rife on this occafion : Collegot Market and Go-
vindpoore Market being held both on a Saturday, numbers of the tenants
reforting to Collegot Market, to the injury of that at Govindpoore, it was
found neceffary to check this refort, or counterbalance it, by levying a tax

on every article imported from Collegot, in propottion to that levied on
T

2

the
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the fame articles at Govindpoore Market, The Duty on Salt imported in
bafkets on Cooleys heads, is 7 G. % of Cowries, and one handful of Sal¢:
and when refold or exported, it pays a duty to the Salt Farm, of 3 Pice
Sicca, per Rupee.

15th, Sam Buzar, and New Buzar, both fituated in Dee Calcutta, and
now thrown into one lot, have produced to the Company, fince they
were firlt farmed, as follows; viz.

A®1738 - 1237 Brought forward, R* 13304
1739 - 1340 1746 2233
1740 - 1391 1747 2434
1741 - 1427 . 1748 - 2483
1742 - 1450 1749 - 2483
1743 - 1895 1750 2833
1744 = 1993 1751 4600
1745 = 2571 1752+ 4500

13304 Current R* 34920  Medium

— 2328 Ann,

16th, Yobn Buzar, and Burtholla Buzar, fituated in Dee Calcutta, and,
from their neighbourhood, united inoneFarm, have produced as follows, vz,

A° 1738 - 550 Brought forward, R* 4586
1739 - 577 1746 - 600
1740 - 576 1747 - o2
1741 - 576 1748 - 725
1742 - 576 1749 - b24
1743 = 577 1750 - 1324
1744 = 577 1751 - 1124
1745 - 577 1752 - 1836
4586 Current R* 11421 Medivm,

761 6 4

Ot

Atticles and Daties as in other Bazars,

17th, The Glafs-Makers Farm has produced, fince it was firft farmed,
as follows ; viz.

A%1738 - 142 Brought forward, R* 2598
1736 - 149 1746 - 380
1740 - 287 1747 - 380
1241 - 478 1748 - 400
1742 - 220 1749 - 400
1743 - 506 1750 - 500
1"44 - 396 1751 - 550
1745 - 420 1752 - 865
2,98 Current R* 6073  Medium

—— 404 13 10.
§ To
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To the Farmer is granted the fole right of manufaufing this Article;
and whoever is proved to fet up any thop, or otherwile interfere in it,
without his licence, is liable to fine and imprifonment.

18th, The Vermilion-Farm has produced, fince it was firft farmed, s

follows, wviz.

A° 1738
1739
1740
1741
1742
1743
1744
1745

225
200
224
225
225
225
225
225

—

1775

Brought forward, R* 1775

1746
1747
1748
1749
1750
1751
1752

225

225

200
200
200
200
900

Current R* 3925 Medium 823 1.

——

The fole manufaduring this Article is alfo granted to the Farmer, as

above.

1gth. The Caulker's Farm has produced, fince it was firft farmed, 25

follows, viz.

A 1938
1739
1740
1741
1742
1743
1744
1745

[ T T T T Y

863
864
991
991
991
1100
99t
900

7691

Brought forwdrd, R* 7691
1746 - 800
1747 - B8oo
1748 « 800
1749 - 500
1750 - 500
1751 -~ 525
1752 - 730
Current R*

12346 Medum 823 1.

The right of exercifing the Ship-Caulker’s bufinefs is folely invefted in
the Farmer, who gives his licence to the Workers, and recewes a ftated
tax from them of 1 Pund of Cowsies per diem, and 10 Gundas on each

Rupee their labour produces.

20th. The Tobacco Skops were not farmed till the year 1740, fince
when they have yielded as follows, wrz.
Brought forward, R' 1008

A° 1740
1741
1742
1743
1744
1745
1746

150
143
143
143
143
143
143

1008

1747
1748
1749
1750
1751
1752

143
143
123
148
123
2c0

—

Current R* 1888 Medium 125 13 6

r———— —

The
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‘The Farmer has the fole right of vending this article in the Bazars, and
o fhop can fell it that is not licenfed by him.

21ft. Bang Shop’s Farm has produced, fince it was firft farmed, as fol-

lows, vz,
A®1738 - 1101
1739 - 1101
1740 - 1521
1741 - 1599
1742 = 1700
1743 - 1980
1744 - 1840
1745 - 1900
12742

Brought forward,

1746
1747
1748
1749
1750
1751
1752

R* 12942
1900
1900
1700
1700
1700
1725
1730

Current R* 25097

Medium
1675 2 1 An.

This Farm is conducted on the reftriGtions with the Tobacco Shops.

22d, The Farm of the Cheft- Makers commenced not till the year 1748,

and has yielded as follows, wiz.

A°

1748 - - - <
1749 = - -~ -
1750 - = = -
1751 = =~ - =
1752 - = - -

Current R*

50
60
70
72
75

327 Medium per Ann. 65 6 4

Every perfon employed in this bufinefs, is in the fervice of the Farmer,
or works by his licence.

23d. The Red-Lead Farm has fubfifted only fince 1746, The article
of Lapis Tutie is now, for the firft time, added to it ; the Farm of the
Red Lead has produced, finceit was firft farmed, as follows, wiz.

146 - - - -

Ao

1747
1748
1749
1750
1751
1752

L N

LI T B ]

L T Y

Current R*

201
20t
251
121
121
130
245

et

1270 Medium per Ann. 181 6 10

The fole right of this Manufacture is appropriated to the Farmer, nor
can any one engage in it without his licence, for which he receives 2
Rupees per Menfem for each Furnace.

24th.
8
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24th, The Dammur and Oakum was firft farmed in the year 1746,
and has produced, viz.
AO

1745 - - - 336
1746 - - - 400
1747 = - - 424
1748 - - - 436
1749 - = - 500
1750 =~ - - = 540
1751 - - - - 680
1752 = = - = 940

Current R* 4256 Medium per Ann, 523

The fole right for vending thefe acticles is invefted in the Farmer, and
none can deal in them without his licence,

25th. Dee Caleutta and Govindpoore’s burdened oxen have produced,
fince it was firft farmed, as follows, wiz,

A° 1938 ~ - 192 Brought forward, Rupees 1554

1739 - = 133 1746 - 230
1740 - 192 1747 - - 230
1741 = - 192 1748 = - 240
1742 - - 175 1749 = - 300
1743 = = 220 1750 = - 350
1744 - 220 175t - - 192
1745 = = 230 1752 = - 575
1554 Current Rupees 3671 Medium,

e s 244, 11 8

Every perfon who keeps oxen for burden, within the diftrics of Dee
Calcuttzh and Govindpoore, pays annually a tax to the farmer, of fix An-
nacs each,

26th. Dee Caleutta and Bazar Calcutta’s fersy-boats have produced,
fince it was firft farmed, as follows, viz.

A°1y38 - - 153  Brought forward, Rupees 1233
1739 - - 154 1746 - - 155
1740 - - 155 1747 = = 155
1741 - - 15§ 1748 - - 155
1742 - 155 1749 - - 155
1743 - - 155 1750 - - 168
1744 - - 151 1751 - - 164
1745 - - 185 1752 = - 10§
1233 Current Rupees 2290  Medium,

——— 152 10 §

——
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The farmer of the ferry-boats of Dee Calcutta and Bazar Calcutt re-

ceives,
For each paflenger, four Gundas of Cowries.
For each bafket of greens, &c. ten Gundas.
For each cow, calf, horfe, &c. one Pund.

27th. Fire-Work farm has produced, fince it was firt farmed, as fol-
lows, vz,
A% 1738 - - 64 Brought forward, Rupees 517

1739 - - 70 1746 - - 56
1740 R L 1747 - - 65
1741 - - T2 1748 - - 66
1742 - - 75 1749 - - 42
1743 - - 56 1750 - - 59
1744 - - 59 1751 - - 42
1745 - - 49 1752 - - 150
517 Current Rupees 997  Medium,

—— 66 7 3

The manufafturing and vending all fire-works are invefted in the farmer,
who gives his licence to others, on recewing a confideration fatisfaltory to
the parties.

28th. Conne&ed with Suba Bazar, were two {mall Bazars, the one fi-
tuate at Harry Naut Duwan's ftairs, and the other at Patrea Got, or the
Stone ftairs ; thefe were always the perquifite of the Zemindar’s Banian,
and produced annually to the Company from 95 to g9 Rupees; they
have now, by your Honour, &c’s permiffion, been thrown into one farm,
under the title of Ram Bazar, and produced, the 2o0th of O&ober, 510
Rupees for the prefent year.

29. The duty on chinam and timbers imported, is now, for the firft
time, by your permiffion, farmed out, on reprefentation of the frauds
committed by the collectors of this duty, (vide proceedings Zemindary,
under date the 8th inftant ;) it has fold this year for Current Rupees 437,
more than double what has ever been brought to credit, The }g:m:r e-
vies two per cent. on all chinam and timbers imported,

scth, The purchafing and vending old iron, tea-cattys, and old nails,
was firft farmed Anno 1751, for Rupees 60; its Pattah expired the fisft
inftant, and then fold for Rupees . 565.

T have
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I have now gone throngh the feveral branches of the Revenues,
tained under my fecond head of the farms, and beg leave to lay bel

your Honour, &c. at one view, in what degree they have increafed, fr
the year 1738.

Anno 173§ 22865
173¢ 24236
174¢ © 27495
174 26143
174 26196
174 30222
174 31547
174 35764
174 36721
174, 41154
174! 43120
1744 39166
175¢ 37666
17a 44941

1754 - - - uvyyy

And fuppefing the remaining two partitions of the great Bazar fell in
April next }:)r gooo (which is the leaft I will fuppofe) your Honour, &c.
will have the pleafure of feeing the farms under your influence produce
65599 Rupess, & further gain to our Honourable Mafters (for this year at
leaft) of 20658. We fee above, the farms, fince 1738 to 1751 inclufive,
bave increafed (within a trifle) in a duplicate proportion; and how the
net balance of the revenues annually paid into the treafury will anfwer
this proportion, is a circumftance I will beg leave to difcufs, when I have
gone through my third head of thofe articles not farmed uot, arifing fror
the current tranfactions of the Cutcherry.

32d. The third head of the revenues confifts in the following articles, vi:

1. Duty on piece goods. 10. Mortgage "~~~
2. Fines. 11. Marriages.
3. Etlack. 12. Rufley Sallamy.
4. Sale of boats and floog: 13, Sallamy on floops.
5. Sale of flaves, 14. Mooriannoes.
6. Pottahs, 15. Duty on exportation of ligunre
;. Arbitration. bonds. 1%. Licence for a treat.
. Commiffions on recovery of debts. lg. Order for beat of drum.
9+General releafes. 18, Duty on exportation of rice.
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All which 1 thall explain to your Honour, &c. as diftin@ly a5 poflibly I
an ; as there is not one of them, in which there has not been manifeftly
very confiderable frauds committed by fome body or other ; and muft una-
voidably be fo, without the utmoft vigilance of the Zemindar.

33d. The Company levy a duty of two per cent, on all piece-goods fold
in the Bazars, which are not imported under their duftick. To point out
the frauds committed by the colle@ors of this duty, I (hall take the produce
arifing from May 1749, to April 1752, as they exceed former credits.

ApsTRACT of the duty on Piece-Goods, as taken from Account Revenues.
Brought forward, Rupees 952 9 o

9749. May Y5 0 o 1750, May 21 8 o
June 75 6 0 June 77 3 ©
July 35 00 July 30 29
Avgut 52 o ¢ Augut 31 2 9
September 35 15 3 September 59 7 3
ober 71 8 3 Oltober 75 10 ©
November 174 11 6 November 171 5 6
December 116 3 6 December 44 9 6
1750, January 35 14 2 1751, January 66 11 9
ebruary 77 o February 43 3 ©
March 4011 O March 6011 6
April 163 7 6 April 270 7 ©
‘952 9 0 951 15 3
1904 8 3
1751, May 27 3 9
June 3310 O
July 28 15 9
Avgut 33 14 @
(S)egtember 55 4 9
ober 85 8 3
November 175 5 6
December 45 14 6
a752. January 76 12 6
February 40 6 %
aC 56. 5
April 275 3 6
934 83

Cureent Rupees 2839 0 6

‘By the above wbltra® from the monthly account revenues, we'dbferve
only 2812 o 6 brought to credit in three years; whereas, in the laft
five months there has been collected and brought to credit 1127 12 a:zlc’l
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and Tam not free from fufpicion of fome frauds yet in this duty, not-
withftanding the ftricteft eye I have been able to keep on thofe intrufted
with the levyipg it.
Anno 1752. }\u‘y - - 58 9 ¢

agut - - 25211 9
tember - - 191 10 3
Oftober - - 321 5 3
November - - 303 7 3
Current Rupees 1127 12 3

34th. The article of fines is a very important one in the Company's re-
venues, if duly brought to their credit; this method of punithing, as well
as the lath, is fo effential a one, in the nature of the country government,
that there would be no order or rule preferved amongft the natives with-
out them. ‘The original inftitution of fines in all countries was doubtlefs
with a defign of corre@ing the manners of the people ; of being a check
on fuch kind of rogueries as did not require the lath or other corporal punith-
ments ; and confequently, of being a defence to the property of honeft
men: but Iam forry to fay, I bave too much reafon to think thefe inten-
tions have been kett very little in view ; and a power affumed to inflick
fines, and opprefs the people, where by no means it ought to have been
allowed; and which has been raifed from motives much worfe, and ap-
ﬂied to bafer ufes, than were the crimes for which it was impofed. Your

onour, &c. have had fome inftances of this kind laid before you; and I
do not want materials to point out many more to you; but to what end ?
The nature of this branch of the revenues will not admit of an annual
cftimate to be made on it, with any degree of exa&nefs, as will, pretty
nearly, the foregoing article of piece-goods; whofe yearly imports, I be-
lieve, do not vary greatly. However, I thall lay before your Honour, &c,
tl;:ﬁ praduce arifing on this article, from May 1746, to April 1751, in-
clufive.

AgsTRACT of FINES, as taken from the monthly account Revenues, viz.
Brought forward, Rupees 1800 3 o

1746.May 157 5 o 1747.May 349 4 3
June 1153 15 © une 232 0 o
July 27 10 3 July 103 1 o
Auguft 1116 1 3 Auvgut 97 15 ¢
September 146 2 o September 58 12 6
Ofober 97 11 o Of&tober 132 10 ¢
November 8 2 3 November 131 11 6
December 10 4 3 December 100 8 3
Januvary o 0 o January 10 1 ¢
February 22 7 ¢ February 31 4 3
March 51 4 9 March o 0o o
April 47 3 6 April o o o

————1800 3 O ———— 1247 5 6

3047 86
Ua2 Brought
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Brought forward, Rupees 3047 8 6 Brought forward, Rupees 5188 ¢ 6

1748. May 15110 6 1750, May 7 10
June 33813 o June 000
July 33 9 0 July 000
Avgut 5211 ¢ Avgut 60 9 3
September 45 8 ¢ September 6 1 9
Ofober 141 13 9 Oltober 112 3 ¢
November 109 11 © November 50 11 o
December 222 4 ¢ December © o o
Jovary 25 8 3 January 8 o 3
February 109 6 ¢ February o o o
Mach 10 2 © March 18 2 o
Apiil 37 39 5 April 137 12 3 :
1175 73} ———— 400 93
1749.May 173 7 9 151 May 36 11 3
June 59 © 9 Jue 93 7 6
July 3312 6 July 812 9
Avgult 141 2 o Avgrt 80 1 6
September 102 10 6 September 409 15 ©
O 114 15 © Oftober 197 o ©
November151 15 ¢ November20or 6 &
D.cember 10 13 6 December 92 6 3
January 25 7 o Jaouary 37 1 9
February 222 2 6 February 7 6
March oo o0 Marh 132 32 3
Apnl 36 2 6 April  q17 9 3
———1062 9 9 —2203 11 6
5188 9 6 Current Rupees 7892 14 3

By the foregoing abftract, there appears to be fines brought to credit in
the account revenues, current Rupees, 7892 14 6, in the fpace of fix
yeas, I will fubmit it to your Honour, what proportion this bears to the
fines that have really been 1impofed and levied 1n that time. 1 will fuppofe
by other authonity than that of the Zemindar for the time being; who,
m a multitude of inftances, I dare fay, was totally a ftranger to this piece
of iniquity 5 and when 1 inform your Honour, &c. that 1 have brought
to the Company’s credit on this article, the laft five months, cusrent Ru-
pees 3171 14 6, 1 muft not appear before vou as having 2@ed wuh
greater feventy than any of my predeceffors; as this is an article I would
by no means fhould increafe the Company’s revenues: but the caufe of
this veey extraordinary difference anl s from this, that what fines are
impofed, are now in truth brought to credit. They are before your
Henour, &c. 1 think 1 have been ftudious 1o obferve as much lenuty 1n

5 them,
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them, as the nature of the offence could with propricty admit of. If it
4hould bear a differetit alped, «it lies in your breafis to remit and relieve any
whom you may judge to merit your indulgence.

Asstracr fom. the Regifter of Fines, viz.
Asno 1752 July - - 166
Ajﬂnsu& L
September, 19 days 341
Qb&ober - - 1035
November - - 1289

Current Rupees - 3171 14

D B ~\o
AW N0 OO

35th. Thoogh I have slready explained what is meant by that branch
of the revenues called Etlack, in my addrefs to your Honour, &c. under
date the 17th of Auguft, 1752, I yet think it neceffary to repeat here
what I then faid on the fubje®, that in this work every article of the
revenues may have due regard paid to it. On every complaint regiftered
in the Cutcherry, a Peon isordered on the defendant, in cafes of debt; or
on the delinquent, io cafe gf affaults, or other abufes. The Peon receives
theee Pands of Cowries per diem; one Pund, fourteen Guandas of which
are brought to the credit of the Company, under the head of Etlack: one
Pund is the Peon’s fee, dnd the remaming fix Gundas were fet apart, out
of which the Eilick Moories, or writers, were paid their wages; and the
overplus, called Mooriannoes, fequeftered to ufes 1am a ftranger to, The
article of Etlack has always been a heavy tax on the pooi, from whom 1t
has chiefly been colle@ed ; whilft thofe who could by any means obtawy
Javour wete excufed, though well ableto pay it. The contr ry method
I have purfued, as much as poffible; and your Honour, &c. il obferve
in the Zemindary, how fiequent accafions I meet with to 1enmit thee fee 1o
the poor, as well to thofe who are releafed fiom the prifons, us thofl whoie
difputes arc determined without imprifonment. The Cutcherry prifi n
Etlack fees, and Catwall prifon Etlack fees, amosnt each to three Punds
of Cowries per drem, from each prifoner; the whole of which 1s biousht
20 credt.  The Etlack fees have, by fome Zemindars, been raifed 1o fowr
FPunds per diem, and by others reduced to two; the prefent eftablithment
appeass to me the moft ehigible medium, as the former would be a very
hieavy oppreflion oo the poor, and the latter would 00 much tend to keep
ap that Iigious fpirst in the people, which poflibly 15 net equaled by any
sace exiftmg, What wjury the Company may bave fuflamed w this
acanch, 1_fhafl febasit to yous Honeur, &c. jodgment, by the falowing

abiiracts of she fprmer and prefent credus,
. . - ABSTRACS
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AssTracT of ETrack Fees, from May 1746, to April 37 5£ﬁ}ncluﬁve.
Brought forward, Rupets 7311 9 3

1746.May 187 2z ¢ 1749;May 334 14 3
June 160 13 3 June 356 5 9
July 182 0 6 July 259 8 o
Augult 162 6 ¢ Augult 407 15 9
Sept. 128 11 9 Segt. 401 0 6
Odober 214 o 6 October 341 10 ©
Novem, 175 2 o Novem. 484 1 o
Decem. 146 7 6 Decem. 375 13 6
January 19t 3 9 January 406 6 6
Feb. 136 4 3 Feb, 312 6
March 146 14 9 March 390 13 3
Apnl 205 5 3 April 37112 6
————2036 9 © e 504 1 6
1747, May 164 5 3 1750, May 42911 6
u;)e 147 2 © jlu]ne 357 12 6
July 23810 9 uy 38711 g
Auvguft 255 3 © Avgeft 375 8 9
Sest. 176 14 © Sept. 315 3 ©
Oltober 140 2 3 Olober 357 3 o
Novem. 150 5 © Novem. 370 13 ©
Decem. 217 15 © Decem. 377 3 6
Janvary 143 15 o January 386 1 9
Feb. 142 5 6 Feb. 299 12 9
March 129 15 © March 290 11 ©
Apnl 184 9 3 April 386 14 9
2091 6 0 —————— 4354 11 3
1748, May 114 1751. Ma 10
June 516 ? g 78 Jun); §89 g g
July 135 6 9 July 208 1 o
Avguft 273 4 6 Augut 150 5 6
Sepr. 285 5 6 Sept. 23 9 6
Oftober 329 6 9 October 34 o o
ovem. 349 15 3 Novem. 3411 6
Decem. 265 10 3 Decem. 99 8 6
Janvary 379 1 3 January 80 2 9
Feb. 273 1 3 Feb. 54 8 3
March 296 12 3 March 106 11 ©
April 36415 9 1752, April 136 2 9
e 3183 10 3 1407 13 9
7311 9 3 Current Rupees 17578 3 9

ABsTRACT
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AssTracT of ETrAck Ferg, from July to November, 1252,

Anpo 1752, July - - - - 208 5 6
Avgat - - - - 4415 9

Stgtmber rgdays - - 262 2 3

Oltober - - - - 42712 9

November - - - - 453 9 3

Curreat Rupees 1776 13 6

On the fale of houfes, boats, floops, and all fums recovered by decree oc
award in the Cutcherry, the Company draw a commiffion of five per cent,

On every flave brought and regiftered in the Cutcherry, the purchafer
pays duty tothe Company of four Rupees four Annacs,

On every Pattah granted, the Company receives a falamy of four Rupees
four Annacs,

On all arbitration bonds entered into by appointment, in the Cucherry,
each party pays 20 Punds of Cowrics,

On every general releafe executed by arder of Cutcherry, each party pays
eight Anpaes,

? For every licence of marriagé, the Company receive three Rupegs Sicca
from each party; but the poor are often remitted this fec.:

On 2ll difputes between the Company’s tenants, touching the property of
ground ; where there appears baufe £ar meafuring their celpective grounds,
<ach party pays a ralley falamy of gpg Ropee. ., . - I

On every new foop built b';' thcn;t.wes, the 'n;)p,a\ny ré;:;iv: a falamy

of 50 Rupees to 100 Rupees, according to her burden.”
ety ol R N

‘On exery mortgage bo iftered in Ctcherry, the,Company receive
from the mcngpgg:.g;ve 'ge%ﬁgt. on the fum advg;ced lfg the I:x'm}r'gagec.

R TP R ' ' L :
‘On aH rice expaetod, the Company'sduty is 1 Séq,;a Che. per Maund,
and hds produced der the laft years:ﬁa:«bmknpm'ng, to Rupees
fﬁ(,}gap;um:‘ “t_gtall on the whol:z ¥ years, 189'79( 1}u ees, ;I‘ml:

[
LXLE [ ]
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ufual feafon for exportation, are the months of Auguft, September, De-
cember, January and February.

The whole amount of the Mooriannoe Cowries is now brought to
credit, diftinétly from the Etlacks; and at 2 medum produces the neareft
four Rupees per diem, or 120 Rupees mrr menfem, or 1440 perannum;
the fervants wages employed on monthly pay, in .the branch of Etlacks,
comes to Rupees 44 ; fo that here is a demontrative gain of Rupees per
annum g12, and points out a very confiderable fum  the Company have
been injured in this feeming trifling article of Mooriannoes, winch I can
trace only brought to credit to the amount of 20 Rupees in two months,
anno 1742.

On importation of Batavia and Armenian Arrack, not again exported,
the Company receive a duty of two Rupees and four Annaes, per leager.

On every order for public notice by beat of drum, account the lofs of
flave, cow, horfe, &c. the Company receive one Cowand and one Pund of
Cowries, from the party requefting fuch public notice.

36th, Thus, I think, I have laid before your Honour, &c. every branch
of duties and revenues relative to the Zemindary, John Nagore excepted ;
but if my future knowledge in this intricate branch of the Company’s
bufinefs (hould point out to me wherein I have been defective, I (hall beg
leave from time to time to reprefent it to the Board, as well as every other
method whereby the revenues may ftill be improved or put on a better
footing. 'The produce arifing on the daily current bufinefs of the Cut-
cherry, you will obferve to fpring from articles, that in their nature are o
precarions, as to make it imprackicable the forming any exad eftimation
of the gain that may refult fromr them, fo that } will only comipare the
credits of laft year, in the famec months with thofe fince I have had the
honour of filling this poft.

Dany CoLLecTioNs, Dany Cosrecrions.
Anmpoagsy, July - 474315 o Abno 19z, - 8 o
7 Au:u& - 482 xi (] ”Aﬂ& - 122% 8 3
m&: 724 13 3 m«lm:“y 76
788 6 o 224513 9
November 634 5 o November 2798 11 3
Current Rupees 3105 2 3 Curreat Rupees 8986 o 9

Your
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Your Honour, &c, are fenfible I began not to a& in the office till near
the middle of July, and that my attentions to the frauds of the under fer-
vants in the Cutcherry muft have been greatly taken off by the ferut
you ordered into the conduct of Govindram Metre, fo that for the nrit
month or two, it muft not be wondered at, if I could not arriveat a propcr
knowledge of the current bufinefs. However, it is now clear to me, that
the advance on the daily colleGtions Cutcherry, at the loweft eftimate, will
confiderably exceed 1coo Rupees per menfem, or 12000 Rupees per an-
num ; and I fhall beg leave to clofe this head, with throwing into one total,
the demonttrative future annual gain to the Company, refulting from your
Honour, &c. falutary orders and nfluence.

By charges Zemindary reduced - Rupees 10000 per Annum.

Advance on the fale of the farms - - 20658 for this year.
The duflutary paid into the treafury - - 6457
Daily collections Cutcherry increafed - 12000

Current Rupees 49115

37th. The out towns of Banian Pooker, Pugg la Danga, Tenggra and
Dullond, obtained firft a place in the revenues, June anno 1746, under
the general head of John Naggore; they contan 228 Bega, 1} Cotta of
ground, for which the Company pay one Sicca Rupee per Bega per annum,
John Naggore feems to have produced annually to the Company, anfing
on the different articles of ground-rent, falamys on Pottas, burdened oxen,
markets revenues from June 1746, to May 1752 inclufive, viz.

Apno 1746 - - . = - 674 14 9
1747 = = = = = 1010 3 9
1748 - - - - - 1249 5 3
1749 - - - - = bz 59
1750 = = = = = 1354 59
1751 toMay 1752 - 1500 11 9

[E—— Y. T 1§ ©

Dedu ground-rent paid the Rajah, and
other Zemindars.

~———Charges repairing John Nagore’s
roads, Cutcherry and Chowkey
houfes, for which the Company 311 14 ©
are only debted in their account
revenues,

1506 6 ¢

X Brought
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Brought forward, Rupees 6971 1¢ o
Deduét further charges, as per Metrc‘sg!ct-1 pecs BaTL 1S
ter to the Board, under date 3d|
November, account Salamys and
prefents made the Rajah forhis42% ¢64 o o
Bega of ground, which, as Metre
afferts, is thrown 1nto the charge of ;
repairing roads and bridges. J
——— 2782 4 9

Current Rupees 4189 10 3

That the Company have had cqual juftice done them in this, with every
other article of their revenues, will appear to your Honour, &c. beyond a
doubt, from the following produce during the five laft months, without
any new tax or impofts laid on the tenants; and I will venture to promife
thefe towns fhall be more beneficial to our Honourable Mafters, as foon as
the more important concerns of the cffice will give me leifure to vifit them,
and make a more particular {crutiny into them.

Net produce of John Nagore, Anno 1752,

Juy - - - - 15215 3
Augut - - - - 17510 9
September 19days - 129 o 6
O&ober - - - 548 9

6

9
November - - - 118 4
8

Current Rupees 1124

o

I cannot with propriety quit John Nagore, without advifing you that
application has been made to me, by one of Rajah Kiffen Chund’s Go-
maftahs, for an annual Salamy, or prefent (exclufive of the ground rent)
paud on account of the 42 Bega of ground the Company hold of him, in
the out towns; to which I have given for anfwer, that no fuch charge
appeais on the Company’s books, and that I could by no means admit of 1,
as 1t was hughly derogatory to their honour, in which I hope I meet your
approval , and fubmut it to your Honour, &c. whether this charge of
Govindram Metre's, 1s not demonftratively calculated only to‘make up his
failacious accounts of repairing the roads; for himfelf holds of the Rajah,
to the amount of about 2000 Bega of ground, in s different poffeffions at
Chanock, Kiffenpoor, Ba'cgofly, and Hocul Koorea, for which an annual
fa'vmy ficm him, may have been neceffary, but I truft your Honour, &c.
will not fuffer the Company to be faddled with a charge, that I am convin-
ted was never pad on their account, and which would be fo extremely

dithonourable
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dithonourable for them to fubmitto, To which permit me to add, that if
this annual Salamy and prefent had been aQually pad, there is nota thew
of reafon why the Company was not openly charged with it, which they
have not been.

I muft now carry your Honour, &c. back to my 31t paragraph, in which
I give you, at one view, the annual increafe on the fales of the farms fiom
1738, by which it appears they wete increafed 1n anno 1751, 1n very rear a
duplicate proportion, and from thence 1t mught naturally have Lun
expected, the annual net balance paid mto the treafury, would have -
creafed i the fame proporuon, as the fame caules which mfluence the
advance on the farms, muft from the nature of th'ngs equally nfluence
every other branch of the revenues, viz. the inueafe of inhabitants, and
confequently the greater confumption of every article on which the revenues
anife, demonftrable from the immenfe difference in the Bazar prices of
them, even to the loweft root or herbage which enter into the fvod of the
common people; but how unaccountable muit it appear, when we fird
that fo far are the annual nct balances paid into the treafury, from being
increafed in theit duplicate proportion, that, by the following abftract fiom
the general books, we find they have not increafed n any proportion at all,
but the contrary.

ABsTRACT of the net balances of the Revenues, paid annually into the
treafury, from Apnl 1738, to April anno 1752, inclufive.

1737, to 1738 - - 26206 6 6 1744, 10 1745 =~ = 39202 I4 o
1738, 10 1739 - - 39273 13 3 1745, t0 1746 - - 32858 11 o
1739, 10 1740 - - 42518 1 3 1746, to 1747 - - 34755 7 g
1740, to 1741 - = 38062 13 O 1747, to 1748 - - 30124 13 6
1741, 10 1742 - - 35656 13 o 1748, to 1749 - - 37679 7 3
1742, t0 1743 - - 37267 10 © 1749, t0 1750 - - 46461 1 o
1743, 10 1744 - - 44249 13 6 1750, 10 1751 - - 39449 13 3
1751, t0 1752 - = 34506 15 o©
263235 6 6
295039 2 9

By cafting out the middle year 1744 to 1745, your Honour, &c. will
obferve that the net produce of the revenues in the firft feven years,
exceeded the net produce in the latter feven years by Rupees 7399 2 9,
which at firft fight would appear an incident very amazing, when we fec
the farms increafed in a duplicate proportion ; but when you confider the
foregoing fheets, and the fcenes fo lately laid before you, 1 believe the
caufes will be too obvious longer to occafion any great wonder, or to
require my giving you the trouble of a farther explication ; therefore
thould now relieve you by clofing this very long addrefs, did not a letter
laid before the Board by Govindram Metre, under date the 20th Novem-

X2 ber,
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ber, loudly call for a reply from me, which I cannot more properly convey
to you than 1 the channel of this work, as it is fo pertinent to my fub-
1. Yow Honour, &c. was pleafed the ult. on motion from a member
of the board, to order Metre to be called before the council, and afked
how st came to pafs, the farms fold fo much higher this year than they dd
the faft ? I will not enquire what motive urged this quethion at this parti-
culat jun&ure, only with all fubmiffion fay, it never could have been
moved for, or granted with lefs propriety; for thefe reafons: It is no
longer ago than the 11th Oober, that a majority of the Board voted (in
my humble judgment, contrary to the very nature and eflence of truft and
fervitude, as well as to Metre’s own conceffion) that Mctre was not from
the nature of his office in truft for the Company; then, to what end this
quefhion? for as he was deemed not n truft, he confequently could not
be deemed accountable: ' Why, Gentlemen, was not this queftion afked
him the laft yea, when on Mr. Barrow’s knowledge of his being the
farnucr, the Salt Farm was fold at public outcry, and produced 1600 Ru~
pees more than 1t did the year before? Why was he not atked the like
queflion, when, on the fame intelligence, Mr. Manningham, by previons
and public notice given of the fale of the two latter partitions of the great
Bazar to the higheft bidder, obtamed 1000 Rupees more for it than it
produced the preceding year? Had you, Gentlemen, been lefs attentive
to whatcver caufes wiged this motion and queftion, you would have been
more fo to what has been before you, and would have been fenfible
that the farms (the Gunge excepted) were fo far from felling at an advan-
ced rate this year, that 1 truth they have fold for lefs than they did the
preceding one, though Metre, and not our Honourable Mafters, was the
gamner ; which gan the majority voted he was not accountable for. Had
due regard been pud to my letter of the 13th Auguft, your Honour, &c.
woald have recollected that Soota Nutty market, and Suba Buzar, with
ther dependant feven farms, fold m 1749, 1750, and 1751, (the years
Mctic confefles he held them in fictitious names) as follows, wherein I
fhill beg leave to temind you at one view of the Company’s credits, Metre’s
gain, and the fales for the prefent year.

Company’s creuts Confeffcd to be refold by Sales zoth O&tober 1752
So0'a Nuttv Haut, and Sula Metre on his own account for  Soota Nutty Haut, and Suba
Fa ar, beught by Meue Bazar.
Anro 1749  Rupees 48,0 Rupees 7122 Rupees 73500
1750 - - §oco 766
151 - - 5000 8057
Scven dependant farms. Seven dependant farms. Seven dependant farms,
14 - - 523 2303
1750 - = 1§57 2075 2001
175 - - 1635 2147

—— — S
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It is pretty plain, I believe, now to your Honour, &c, what little real
foundation there was for this queftion at the juncture it was moved for,
and granted ; and I with it may not appear fomething ftrange to our
Honourable Employers, that, inftead of 1t, Metre was not atked, how the
above farms the three laft years came to fell for fo much more on his own
account than he favoured the Company with ? Had you, Gentlemen, done
me the honour of afking me the queftion you put to Metre (to whom I
mutft think 1t more properly belonged) 1 fhould, in few words, have informed
you of two very obvious caufes, which I concewve occafioned fo much
more to be brought to the Company's credit on their farms this year than
was the laft, or any heretofore, viz. 1ft, Public and unbuafled fale to the
beft bidder. 2dly, Metre not having 1t in his power to keep the Salt
Farm, the Great Bazar, the Vermillion Farm, Soota Nutty Haut, Suba
Bazar, the {even Dependant Farms, &ec. in his own hands, at what price
he pleafed.  Your Honour, &c. maft fmile when you reflet on the [abour
Govindram Metre has taken in his faid letter of the 20th Novem er, to
account for a fa& that does not exiit, fince I have proved, and he has con-
fefled, the above farms fold laft year in reality for Rupees 693 more than
they have this; which verifies a conclufion I have made ellewheie, that
notwithftanding our utmoft affiduity, it will hardly be in our power to
make that gain on the Company’s revenues, that he has done whiltt under
his condu&: the above farms were thofe only I was then enabled fully to
dete@ him in; but I will conclude fimilar methods were ufed n the
difpofal of the reft, as they have fold this year at a p oportional advance on
the credits of laft year. To conclude, I will fuppofe the fa& which Metre
would account for; and yet the folution which he has fo artfully and
fpecioufly drawn out, muft appear to have no folid foundation on the
fﬁghreﬁ examination ; for it is impoffible the dearnefs or cheapnefs of giain
can much influence the nife or fall of the revenues, though the duty 15
collected on the grofs fales; for if this 1s enhanced by a year of fcaicit,
a year of plenty will make the balance nearly equal to the firmer, by the
larger quantity imported : for his pofition, that the confamption muft be
nearly ¢qual, is alfo very fallacious, or we fhould not have beheld the
multitade we have this feafon dead, and dying in our tireets, or the many
thoufands of walking fkelctons this fcarcity has produced, nor fhould
have been witnefs to fo many afficting inftances of pareats felling thur
children for a Rupce a-piece, or gwing them away for want of food to
fupport them, 1f the confumption had been nearly equal. But fadts fpe k
themfelves : 1t 1s evident this fcarcaty has not influcnced the revenucs, or if
it has, that in truth it has influenced them in a fenfe oppofite to what ke
would prove, as the farms produced more laft ycar, though grain, at the

9 time
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time they fold, was more than as plentiful again than it has been this year;
that the Gunge thould fell for fo much more this year than ever it did,
is to me not fo aftonifhing, as that 1t has not always produced 1t very nearly,
at Jeat for many years hat pat, The annual imports of rice to the
Gunge, from the beft information I can acquire, amount at leaft to 400,000
Maunds, on which the farmer's duty on the importer of ¢ Pice Sicca per
Rupee, and his duty from the buyer of Koyally of 1 Seer. 4 Ch. per
Rupee, comes to 7 Rupees 13 Annaes 1 per cent. eflimating 1 Maund
per Rupee, and if we add the Poudary, Foores, and the duty of 3 Pice
Sicca per Rupee on the articles fpecified i my sth paragraph, we’ thall
find, on an average, that the farmer colle&ts above g per cent. on the whole
of the impot:s at the Gunge ; but if we eftimate only on the 8 per cent.
the neareft which he coll &s on rice, we fhall find lus duty on 4c0,c00
Maunds, at 1 Maund per Rupee, will yield 32,000 Rupees. Eight years
out of, 15 that the Gunge has been farmed, 1t has been held by Metre
wholly or m part- And further, to dfprove his reafons in the above-
mentoned letter, he pays for it 10 1-47, Rupees 17,02, though r:ce was
from Augutt to December, from 1 Maund to 1 Maund 15 Seer, per
Rupee; and the year following he pays 18,203 Rupees for it, and rice
tiom 33 Seer. 1 Maund 10 Secr. per Rupee; and though I believe there
never was a greater profpect of plenty than the enfung year promfes, yet
it has fold for Rupees 22,760, which 15 quite fu hicient to evince, that other
caufes than dearne(s or cheapnefs of gram, &c. hase influenced the rife
and fall of the revenue. What thofe were, and the farther invefbigation of
them, I muft fubmit to your Honour, &c, as weil as the redrefs I muft
humbly infift i§ duc on the behalf of our Honourable Employers. That
injurious advantages have been made of their revenucs, I have proved be-
yond a doubt ; on you, Gentlemen, 1t lies to deter.nine where, and to what
ufes they have been fequeftered. I am moft refpecttully,
Honourable. Sir and birs,
Your moft obedient humble fervant,

Fort William,

15th December, 1752
J. Z. H. Zemin.

Y the foregoing flate of your revenues Zemindary, you fee, that in

the very infancy of Mr. Holwell's reform, an increafe in this branch

to the amount of §coo L. is demonftrated, whch, year by year, fhill fwel-
led, and produced in April preceding the capture of Fort William, 10,000 1.
per annum gained and faved to the Company, by the fair fale of the
farms, redution of unneceffary charges, and the collections of their Cat-
cherry being duly brought to credit.  Mr. Holwell, m his fentiments fl.aid
2 before
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before your DireGors, only pointed out an increafe of 30,000 Rupees per
annum; but on his arrival in India, and difmiffion of the ftanding Deputy
{againft whom now every mouth was opened) every day produced difco-
weries of frauds committed in every branch of this complicated office for
-28 or 30 years preceding ; for proof of which we need only mention to
you, that under this Gentleman’s adminiftration, there was paid net money
into your treafury 114,000 Rupees for every 12 months, and that there was
a moral certainty the credits of the year 1756, (when your prefidency was
taken) would have yielded net 120,000 Rupees; a firiking difference,
when you fee thus office never before, on a medium, produced you more
than 40,050 Rupees per annum.——FHere was a very important addition to
your eftate, when confidered (as it really was) an addition in perpetuity.—
Let us only eftimate 1t at 10,000 1. per annum for 30 years, you fee an
acceflion of 300,000 1, and at the fame time you will fee how immenfe the
lofs you have fuftained, whilit that arch plunderer Govindram Metre was
entrufted with the exec 'tive power of this office.—After all, the term fo
often made ufe of, ncreafe of the revenues, has been improperly applied ; for
as Mr. Holwell very juftly obferves in feveral of his letters to us, he cannot
fo properly be faid to have increafed vour revenues Zcmindary ; for, on the
contrary, he rather reduced them by abolithing fix of your farms, which,
be thought, dithonoured you, «nd opprefled the poor under your protec-
gion ;—his meri* confifted only in the reform of the office, and taking caie
that the real produce of the revenues arifing from it, were honeftly and
duly brought to your credit.—

Hear the fenfe of your Court of Directors on this acquifition, and their
fentiments of this Gentleman’s integrity and abihities, in their feveral genetal
letters to the board of Calcutta.

GeNERAL LETTER per Ship Pelham, under date 23d January, 1754,

AR. 69. * Mr. Holwell has fully an{ vered our expe@ations, in regu-

“ fating and conduing the office of Zemindar; and has, by the
* confiderable increafe of the revenues, rciutiug from his good manage-
 ment, and by tranfmitting to us, fuch a clear and mnrelligible account of
¢ the natare and ftate of them, convinced us of what we long fufpected,
* that we have been moft groisly impofed on in this branch of our
“ affairs.”

Par. 74. « M-, Holwell's whole conduét in this affuir has been entirely

“ to ot fistadion ; and his ablities, zeal, and application to ferve us are
¢ fo fufficiently apparent, that we are fatisfied it will be n his power, 4 no
“ obftructions
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“ obftrutions are thrown in his way, to prove himfelf 3 very valuable fer-
¢ vant to the Company ; we fhall therefore expe@, as you valwe our future
« favour, that you give him not only all neceflary countenance and affift-
“ ance in his particular ftation of Zemindar, but al{o in whatfoever he fhall
« point out, or intimate, may be of fervice to the Company, in any other
“ brauch of our affairs.”

Par. 76. < We muft here remark, that the office of Zemindar is of fo
¢ complicated a nature, and the bufinefs fo vanous and burthenfome, that
« it 15 almoft impoffible it thould be condued under the diretion of one
« perfon ; you are therefore to confider, whether 1t may not be divided in-
“ to feveral branches, to be managed by different perfons ; and, if you
“ thk fuch an alteration may be of general utility, you are to point
* out the proper methods of carrying it into execution. In propofing
 fuch a dwifion, we have a view not only to the general utility,
¢ which may be the refult, but likewife to eafe Mr. Holwell, as far
¢ as is confiftent, from the heavy load of bufinefs he labours under, that
“ we may have the benefit of his abilities, 1n other material branches of
¢ our affaws,”

When this letter, and that of the 31ft, which immediately follows, were
difpatched to Bengal, your Court of Directors confifted of the following
Gentlemen, viz.

Willam Baker, Efg; Chiirman, Stephen Law, Efg;
Richard Chauncey, Efg; Deputy,  Nicholas Linwood, Efg;

William Braund, Efg; William Mabbot, Efq;
Robert Booth, Efg; John Payne, Efq,
Chriftopher Burrow, Efg; Henry Plant, E(q;
Charles Cutts, Efg; Thomas Phipps, Efg;
Peter Ducane, Efg; Jones Raymond, Efg;
Abel Fonnereau, Efg; ‘Thomas Rous, Efg;
Peter Godfrey, Efq; Whichcot Turner, Efg;
Charles Gough, E(} ; Timothy Tully, Efg;
Jobn HoFe, Efg; William Willy, Efg;
Michael Impey, Efg; James Winter, Efg;

GeNERAL LETTER per Ship Eaftcourt, under date the 31ft January,
1755 .

AR. 73d. « We have, with great attention, perufed and confidered Mr.

« Holwell’s ftate of our revenues at Calcutta, Mr. Frankland’s remarks,

¢ Mr. Holwell's reply, and the other papers relative thereto; and we muft,

uin
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in juftice to Mr. Holwell, acquaint you, that he accounts for the mi(-
takes which have happened in that ftate, in a manner that convinces us
they were mere inadvertencies, and no ways ca'culated to impofe upon
us ; —— that he has evidently increafed our revenues to a very confider-
able amount, without impofing any new duties, or opprefling the poor,
but on the contrary, feveral old duties have been abolithed, and the poor
in many inftances relieved. And we muft, asa further piece of juftice
to him, add, that the infinuations of his raifing his own charater with
us at the expence of the reputations of other Gentlemen who preceded
him in his office of Zemindar, are entirely without foundation In
thort, his integrity, capacity, and application, have rendered him fo well
worthy our notice, that we are determined moft heartily to countenance
and prote him in all his endeavours to ferve the Company.”

Par, 74. It was very natural to expec, when a piece of fuch impor-
tance as Mr. Holwell’s State of Revenues was laid before yon, which was
fo long ago as the 17th of December, 1752, that yoa fhould have given
it a fpeedy and ferious confideration, in order to have informed us of
your fentiments, upon an affair of fuch a complicated nature; but how
great is our difappointment and furprize to find you have not, from that
time, to the difpatch of the Falmouth in the beginning of March laft,
confidered it at a board, fo as to come to any refolution or op:nion for
our information ; but have tranfmitted to us the remarks of one member
only; who, notwithftanding what you fay in your letter of the 4th Ja-
nuary, 1754, does not appear upon the face of any of your confultations,
to have been.authorized to collect and make remarks for your informa-
tion, as ought to have been done, if you intended to have proceeded
with any regularity in an affair of fuch confequence; and it is very ob-
fervable, that thofe remarks were defignedly, as we have reafon to be-
lieve, delivered in fo late in the fcafon, as rendered it extremely difficult
for Mr. Holwell to reply to them in time, to obviate the impreffions
they might have made on us, to his prejudice. But however well qua-
lified Mr. Frankland may be, to execute a work of fuch a nature, it ought
to have been the bufinefs of a commuttee, regularly appointed for the
purpofe, and not the refult of the voluntary enquiry of one perfon only ;
and we fhall be grmly difappointed, if we do not find you took that me-
thod upon the departure of the Falmouth, fo as that we may receive,
by the next fhip at fartheft, a full and fatisfactory account of your pro-
ceedings and fentiments upon this affair.”

Par. 94. % Mr. Holwell has highly merited our particular notice and
encouragement , and the leaft that we can do for him, is to let him rife
in our fervice, equally with the reft of our fervants; we do therefore

Y s herchy
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« hereby annul and make void the reftriGlion of our commands, of the
« 8th January, 1752, by which he was fixed as 12th and laft in council,
“ and to remain fo without rifing to a fuperior rank therein ; and we dire,
¢ that on receipt of this, Mr. Holwell take rank, and his feat at the board,
« according to the time of his arrival at Bengal, in the fame manner as
s if no fuch reftriction had been made; that is to fay, next below Mr.
« Matthew Collet; but however, it is our meaning and direction, that
« Mr Holwell do #till continue Zemindar, and that he is not to quit that
« poft without our leave.”

GenerAL LeTTER per Ship lichefter, under date the 2 5th March,
1757

AR. 156. « Having with great attention confidered the ftate of our

« Zemindary, during the time it has been under the management of
« M. Holwell, it is apparent to us from the accounts you have tranfmit-
« ted, that our revenucs in Bengal have been greatly increafed, and that
“ this has been done without impofing any new duties, or oppreffing the
¢ poor; if it had been otherwife, you would, and ought to have given
« ug the neceffary informations, With refpect to the judicial part of his
« office, we muft take it for granted, that he has atted with the greateft
« integrity and lenity ; as there appears nothing to the contrary upon the
¢ face of your confultations, where we muft have found it, had there been
“ any reafyons to have appealed from his decrees.”

Par. 157.  Confidering therefore the great fervice Mr. Holwell has al-
« ready done, and the further fervice we have the greateft reafon to be-
4 Yieve he will ftill render to the Company ; we do agree to allow him an
« additional falary of four thoufand current Rupees per annum to his for-
* mer one of two thoufand Rupees, making together the fum of fix thou-
“ fand cuirent Ruppees a year, to commence from the date of this
« letter; this falary 15 to be paid him fo long as he continues in the
¢ poft of Zemindar, and 15 to be in heu of alt fees and perquifites
« whatever , but it 1s our pleafure he continue in the rank and ftanding
« in council he thall be in at the time this letter fhall come to your
« hands, and not nfe to a higher fation théremn without our further

« orders.”

The Gentlemen who compofed your Court of DireGors at the Iichefter’s
Difpatch were as fallows, viz.

2 Roger
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Roger Drake, Efq; Chairman,  Robert Boeth, Efg;
Peter Godfrey, Efg; Deputy,  Chriftopher Burrow, Efg;

William Barwell, Efg; Charles Chambers, Efg;
H. C. Boulton, Efg; Sir James Creed,

Jobn Boyd, Efg; John Dorrien, Efg;
Nath, Newnham, jun. Efg; John Manthip, Efg;
‘Thomas Phipps, Efg; Henry Plant, Efg;
Which. Turner, Efg; Thomas Rous, Efg;
Charles Gough, Efg; Henry Savage, Efg;
Robert Jones, Efg; Lawrence Sullivan, Efg;
John Payne, Efg; Timothy Tullie, Efq;
Jones Raymond, Efg; Maxim Weftern, Efq;

You have already feen in the Narrative before inferted, what various for-
tunes and difficultics Mr. Holwell had to encounter towaids the end of the
year 1757, and beginning of 1758, and how at laft he was difpofed of, and
appointed, by 14 of the new Direftors fucceeding in April 58, gth in Coun-
cil at Bengal ; divefted of his poft, and the falary to which in March 1757
he had been allotted by 10 of thefe very 14 who now degrade him —

Meflrs, Baker, Chauncy, and Mabbot, who had particularly patronized
and fupported him, had already quitted the dire&ion of your affairs ; Meflrs.
Payne, Jones Raymond, Newnham, Jones, Drake, with moft of the 1
who had promoted him in 1748, foon after difqualified themfelves; fo
that Mr, I?lolwell found himfelf abandoned to the rage and power of that
faction, who had ever thewn the ftrongeft propenfity to his ruin, though
every man of them had repeatedly given the fancion of their hands to his
acknowledged 2eal, integrity, and capacity.

Thus circomftanced was Mr. Holwell, when the neceflity of recovering
a loft and broken fortune, as well as conflitution, forced fubmiffion ; he re-
turned in the Warren, Captain Glover, for Bengal, where he arrived with
unabated zeal for your interefts: and with this noble and elevated fenti-
ment, (frequently exprefled in his letters to us) ¢ that it would be cruel
< and unjuft, a whole body of people, and many among them widows
« and orphans, fhould fuffer for the ingratitude, partial and felf-interefted
¢ views of their trufiees; and that he had in his heart (and hoped ever
« fhould) always made this juft diftin&ion between the body of Propries
“ tors, and their Direftors.” —— A fhort period gave him an opportunity
of manifefting this principle.

The lands ceded to the Company by Jaffier Aly Khan, diftinguifhed by
Y2 the
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the name of the 24 Purgunnahs, had been held in the Company’s hands,
and in the fpace of 16'months had produced net about 384,000 Rupees,
exclufive of 222,000 for Col. Clive’s Jagire.——This fmall produce, from
{o large a territory, drew Mr. Holwell’s attention ; he refleted, that if the
trifling diftrict of the Zemindary of Calcutta was capable of yiclding a net
profit of 120,000 Rupees a year, that of the 24 Pargunnahs ought to yield
more than double what it appeared to do.—Upon this refletion, he labour-
ed to acquire the real value of thofe lands, which, after about three months
ndefatigable private fearch, he effected, and found the fame chain of rogue-
ries here, that he had traced in the Zemindary Calcutta ; and that their
fpecific worth greatly exceeded his firft conjecture.

The board of Calcutta feemed fenfible that fome other meafure muft be
adopted, than that of keeping thefe lands in the Company’s hands, but
were greatly divided in opinion which to chufe, among the many expe-
dients propofed.

Mr. Holwell, thus fully armed, threw the following letter into the board.

To the Worthipful Charles Manningham, Efg; &c. Council.
Worfhipful Sir and Sirs, Calcutta, June 11, 1759.

Beg leave to trouble you with a few fentiments on the difpofal of the

Company’s lands, which has for fome time paft been the obje& of our
councils ; the fubje& is of importance to our Honourable Employers, and
cannot be too much deliberated upon.

I believe we are all unanimous in fome circumftances which more parti-
cularly require our attention in this affair, to wit, the honour of the Com-
pany, the acquiring a perfe& knowledge of the value of the lands, the
wmaking this branch of the revenues lefs complicate and intricate, as well
as lefs expenfive in the collecting ; — but with r;-.g)c& to the means, we
feem not quite fo clear, — Any one gentleman declaring fully his opinion
on your confultations, may poffibly make us unanimous here alfo.

The ftep we are already determined in, of divefting the farmer of all
power in the royalties and judicial authorities of the Purgunnahs, bids fair
for the fecurity of the Company’s honour; as thefe articles heretofore, being
alfo farmed, became the fource of heavy cruelties and oppreflions on the
tenants, — But fiill there feems to be fomething wanting, to give usa
perfe fecurity in this particular ; — and that is, to take the utmoft care
m our power, that the whole body of the lands do not, by any junto or

private
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private confederacy, fall into the hands of people with whom we thould
not truft any part of our own fortunes or confidence. I am urged to this
precaution, from the propofal laid before you the fourth inftant, by fix or
feven confpicuous natives of the fettlement, of an advance of 110,001 Ru-
pees on the whole lands.  With refpect to their propofal, I will only add
an offer of 10,000 Rupees more per annum, on their terms : — Not that
Iwimn]yfelf, or any one elfe, in pofleflion of them on terms fo vague
and artful.

That keeping the lands in our hands will never lead us to a knowledge of
their real value, is now (to me) proved beyond contradiction. — Some of
thofe who figned the propofal of the fourth are well converfant in the
nature of their undertaking ; and better judges ftill (as I am informed) are
concerned, tho’, as yet, they ac behind the curtain ; and to me it is incon-
ceivable, that thefe Eaftern Machiavels in finefle would offer fuch an an-
nual advance, without a moral certainty of adequate gain. In this pofi-
tion I am ftill more confirmed, by the advance offered from other quar-
ters, on diftin@ and garbled parts of the Purgunnahs, which in fa& ex-
ceeds the others.

If we have been hitherto kept fo far from the knowledge of the real
value of thefe lands, after 16 months pofleffion, what are we to expect,
when, from the courfe of the fervice, they are no longer under the conduct
of the prefent collector, whofe knowledge in this branch muft be greatly
fuperior to any gentleman that fucceeds him; and whofe vigilance in the
execution of this truft cannot be exceeded. From the experience I have
had in infinitely a lefs, tho' fimilar obje&, I know it is impoffible for any
one gentleman, with the moft extenfive talents and integrity, to fuperin-
tend this revenue in fuch manner as to prevent the company being injured 5
his attention cannot be every where; confidence muft be placed 1n a multi-
tude ; and it happens moft unluckily, that this confidence centers from ne-
ceflity in a race of people, who, from their infancy, are utter ftrangers to
the very idea of common faith or honefty.

The other plan of difpofing of the lands to the multitude of people who
have offered an advance on particular parts of each Purgunnah, I have
ftrong and equal objections to. I am fenfible thefe objections fhould have
been laid before you fooner ; and would, had 1 thought myfelf fooner ma-
fter of the fubje&. —We know not what or who thefe people are. I fore-
fee a very great rifque of deficiencies in the rents, as well as much confu-
fion and needlefs expence entailed on this expedient, and ourfelves removed
as far as ever from gaining a knowledge of the real value of this new and

important acquifition. On the whole, therefore, I am of opinion, dt‘hu
ere
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there is no effetual method to arrive at this knowledge, and make the lands
yield every advantage to our Honourable Employers ; but by putting them
up to public aution, in fingle Purgunnahs, under the reftrictions alieady
publithed. — People of fubftance will be the only bidders for an entirc Pur-
gunnah ; the bad and unprofitable parts will io with the good and valua.
ble, and the rifque of deficiencies in the rents be guarded againft; the ex-
pences of colleéting will, in a manner, be reduced to nothing, and this
branch of the fervice be rendered lefs complicated and intricate, by our hav-
ing 25 purchafers only to account with us, in place of § or 8oo.
T am, with refpect,
Waorthipful Sir and Sirs,
Your moft obedient humble fervant,
J.Z Holwell,
This letter lay for confideration, the Board fufpending their final refolu-
tion until they were joined by Governor Clive, wlio was then abfent. On
his arrival Mr. Holwell communicated to hun the refult of his refearches,
touching the Purgunnahs; and at the fame time faid before him the follow-
ing eftimate he had formed of their rcal value, and the means by which
he had acquired his knowledge.

A moderate EsT1MATE of the value of 24 Purcunnans,

Magra and Satull - <« - Sicca Rupees 130,000
Azeemabad - - - - (,0,000
Mora Gofice - - - = = 90,000
Mydon Moll, Ekubberpore, Pycha Koolee - - go,0c0
Burridge Hotee, Ekweapore = - - - 75000
Gorr - - - = = - - 15,000
Ho teagur, Myda - = - - - 35,000
Bollea, Buffundree - - - - - 70,0%
C. cutta, Amirpore, Maannore, Pykon - - 65,000
Shawpuore, Shawnagore, Kairy Juree, Duccan Sagur 28,000
Cofspore - - - - - 10,000
Northern Purguonah - = -« = 52,000

Sicca Rupees 750,000 per annum.

The firft time the council met, the debate upon the Purgunnahs was re-
fumed, anc Mr, Holwell’s letter of the 11th of June read a fecond time,
when Govurnor Clive did him the honour to declare the reafons he gave for
putting thoie lands up to pubhc fale were unanfwerable ; which concurring
with the {entiments of the Board, it was unanimoufly refolved to throw the

Purgunnahs
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Purgunnahs into 15 lots, and farm them out for three years certain to the
higheft bidder at public auction, referving to the Company the royalties of
the lands, as the judicial powes, fines, confifcations, buried treafures, &c.
&c. — They were accordingly fold, and produced feven Lack, fixty-five
thoufand, feven hundred Sicca Rupees, 15,70 Rupees beyond what Mr,
Holwell had eftimated they wotild producc per annum. Let us add the
produce of the royaltes, very moderately efimated at one Lack and a half
a year ; the whole gives g Lack 15,700, befides the value and produce of
a large trac of land, taken from the Purgunnahs next adjoining to Calcutta,
to enlarge its bounds. We will not fay what thanks weie due, on this oc-
cafion, to the zeal, integrity, and capacity of the gentleman w. are defend-
ing ; we leave that to your candor — Thefe weie the snfertor Manceuvres
which the anonymous propagator of fcandul, in his pamphiet of March
6th, farcaftically mentions as refleGtions upon this gentleman’s character, —
But we do not ftop here: — We proceed ro thew you, his attention and
capacity was not confined 1o this branch of your revenues and lands only ;
in order to which, we fhall infert the following letter from Mr, Holwell,
to a gentleman who, a few years paft, was at the head of your affairs at
home ; to whofe integrity, abilities and application you ftand, we will be
bold to fay, as highly indebted, as to any gentieman that ever fat in your
direction — We have his permiffion for this hberty ; and indeed, the in~
ferting it is, in fome fort, neceffary to confirm and explain facks juft now
recited, that you may not think we have picked them up to anfwer any
prefent purpofe.

To JOHN PAYNE, Efg

Dear Sit, Calcutta, Dec. 30, 1759.

O fhorten my remarks on the important fubject of your lands, I inclofe
T you copy of my letter to the council, of the 11th of June, when the
Colonel was upon the Patna expedition ; it then produced no other effect
than poftponing our refolves until his arrval; when the affair being re-
fumed, he did me the honour, with the reft of the board, of thinking my
reafons for a public fale of the lands, by auction, unanfwerable, and the
fame was relolved on unanimoufly; the event more than anfwered my ex-
peQation. 1 had taken great pains in ferreting out the real value of the
lands, which was covered with almoft impenetrable obfcurity and difficul-
tie<; and by an eftimate I gave the Colonel at his return, ventured to pro-
nounce they would yield at leaft feven Lack and a half; and the total of
their fales, on the 31ft of July, amounted to feven Lack, fixty-five thou-
fand feven hundred Sicca Rupees, exclufive of feveral refervesin favour of
the Company, fuch as a confiderable tract of land taken from the Purgun-
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nahs adjoining to Calcutta, to extend its bounds; and all advantages refult-
ing from holding the royalties and judicial proceedings, &c. in our hands,
on the Company’s account; fo that 1 judge, the whole produce of thefe
Jands (the before-mentioned referves included) will be annually between
nine and ten Lack, the fom I think I guefe'd they would produce, when
once in conference with you upon this fubjeGt. From this the Colonel’s
Jaggier, of two Lack twenty-two thoufand Rupees, being deducted, there
will remain a net annual revenue to the Company of about feven Lack
eighy thoufand Sicca Rupees per annum, on the fame lands which yield-
ed net to the Company, the laft year when the revenues were collected on
the government’s plan, only three Lack, cighty-four thoufand, or there-
abouts, as you will learn from the accounts of this revenue, now tranf-
mitted to the Company. I fee the Court of DireGtors ftare with aftonith-
ment at this increafe ; you will ftare too, my dear Sir, as a proprietor, —-
Methinks I hear them and you cry out, What the devil became of this
diffcrence the laft year, as it muft have been colleted, beyond the poffi-
bility of a doubt ; or from whence can this advance anfwer to the prefent
farmers? The anfwer is eafy and obvious — the difference fell (hort in
its way to the Company’s treafury, by the felf-fame roads your former re-
venues were diffipated, prior to my be%inning the reform 1 your Zemin-
dary—— by the harpies employed in colleGting. It may be farther afked,
as the difference s fo important and ftriking, How comes it to pafs, that
no retrofpeQion feems to have been thought of ?  Here, I anfiwer for my-
felf : 1 fought the Company’s battles for a feries of five years, and what
encouragement and reward I received for it n the end, you and the world
have fcen ; the old farms producing an advance, on an average, of 46 per
cent. at their firlt fair fale, was proof enough of former frauds, the more
fo, as this advance encreafed every year, and the other branches in propor-
tion. As your former Zemindars could not juftly be deemed culpable in
that caft, from the frequent changes in the poft; fo in the prefent, no blame
properly fills on your colle@or, the truft being too extenfive and complicate
for the due execution and attention of any one man exifting ; though the
frauds here are equally obvious from the extraordinary increafe at a fair and
public fale, where the farmer was laid under every poffible check and re-
ftraint, that can either prevent his debafing the lands, or oppreffing the
tenants ; and yet there is a moral certainty of profit to him at the expira-
tion of the three years; and that they will then yield a further increafe to
the Company. — But not to lofe fight entirely of a retrofpection ; I, for my
own part, think, that at prefent the operators are too well prepared for a
ferutiny they mutft for many months have expeted; they have been in ab-
folute poficffion of all accounts and papers relative to the lands, and have
cunning enough to take care thefe accounts fhall tally with the credits :
befides, thould we even fucceed in-our proofs, we fhould find this plunder

divided
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divided into fuch a multitude of hands, our gain at laft would be only our
trouble for our pains. That I fhould have no fomach to take the lead
in an enquiry of this nature, you will readily account for; and if I do
not, I am fure no body elfe will. Itappearsincumbenton Mr. Frankland,
if on any body, to account to the Company for the extraordinary difference
between the prefent fales and his Iaft year’s collections; but this I conceive
he will hardly think worth his while fo near his departure; and no body
knows better than himfelf the fmall probability of its being attended with
fuccefs, or credit, or thanks from his cmFloy:rs, who have, I believe,

retty well cooled the zeal of their fervants for attempts of this kind. The
very dete@ion of frauds, and increafe of the Company’s revenues, tho’
founded on the principles of faithfulnefs, honour, equity, and humanity,
were (by fools, influenced by knaves) brought 1n bar againft my recewving
the reward and commiferation, which juftice extorted from them in fa-
vour of the moft junior fervant in the Prefidency.

Before I entirely quit my fubject of the lands, I muft clear up to you a
<circumftance that may poffibly be caufe of wonder to you, viz. by what
means I arrived at their real value, —— In the firft place, I had long and
full convition that the fame fyftem of frauds and chicane ran through cvery
Zemindary of the provinces; and from a general knowledge of the coun-
tries granted to us, it appeared to me moft aftonithing, they fhou:d yield
no more than was brought to the Company’s credit, at the clofe of the
year, in April laft; when fo {mall a territory as Calcutta produced, on a
{crutiny and reform, an increafe of 73 to 80,000 Sicca Rupees per annum.
— I tried various means to trace out a fatisfaGtory reafon, and to account to
myfelf for it, but without fuccefs, until I learnt, by accident, that three or
four of the old ftanders, employed as tax-gatherers and writers in the Pur-
gunnahs, had been difmiffed, at the inftigation of the new operators. I
fent privately for one or two of the moft creditable of them, and enquired
into the caufe of their difmiffion ; and this brought on an opening of the
whole fcene, and gave me fufficient foundation for forming my letter of
the 11th of June: had that falled n bringing the lands to a public fale to
the higheft bidder, I had formed my refolution to lay the lights I had re-
ceived before Mr., Frankland (from which I knew, on the whole, he was
kept in thedark) and if this had fallen (hort of my views, I fhould then
have laid them before the Council ; but by the iffue I have the pleafure of
feeing the Company in poffeffion of pretty near the value of this princely ac-
quifition, without being myfelf involved in debates and contention, Thus,
Sir, having made you mafter of thjs fubje@t in as fhort a detail as pof-
fible, I (hall clofe it with this remark, that the fame chain of frauds runs
through the revenues of the whole empire, but more particularly in thefe
three provinces, to the heavy annual lofs of the crown, a circumftance which
may,
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may, in a future favourable conjunéture, be well worth confideration; at
prefent we have but to afk and have, a more eafy acquifition of the Suba-
dary than that we have already obtained of the Purgunnahs ; but the times
are not yet ripe for fo great a grafp, nor have we fufficient ftrength to hold
it; tho' it is certain, were we Subas of the provinces, the Emperor would
regularly receive more than double the revenues thefe provinces ever produ-
ced to him ; and the Eaft-India Company become, in a fhort time, the
richeft body of fubjeés in the wosld.

Little need be faid with refpec to your Import Warchoufe. On my ta-
king that charge, Ifound my predeceffor, Mr. Becher, had left me litrde
or nothing to reform or regulate ; for which the Company and I owe him
thanks. That you may be convinced the fales of their imports have not
fuffered under my condud, I inclofe you copies of the only two made fince
my being at the head of this office ; the fecond fale’s falling fomething (hort
of the firlt, muft be attributed to the quantity of goods of the firft fale
laying on the merchants’ hands, at the period appointed for the fecond,
occafioned by the long alarm of the Shaw Zadda’s advance into the pro~
vinces, which put a total ftop, for fome months, to the trade of the coun~
try ; and for fome time to the provifion of your arung inveftments,

You will find by this fhip’s advices, the board have made pretty free
with your orders, touching the fea cuftoms; the prefent times, in fact,
not admitting the carrying them to a greater height, without a rifque of the
total Jofs of trade to your fettlement. As the cuftoms and duties are now
ftipulated, I judge they will, with vigilance, produce a very acceptable
revenue to the Company. 1t is the very worft policy in the world to load
trade with the utmoft duty it will bear, or to pufh up the fales of either
your lands or imports to their greateft value; an opening for a fair profit
fhould ever be left to the merchant and farmer, or the confequence, in the
firft inftance, will be an illicit trade, oppreffions on the tenants, and no
fales at all of your imports of woollen goods, &c.

I really want courage to touch, or animadvert on your immenfe ftanding
expences, as I fee not any prefent plan we can fall on for the redudion of
them,

You will remember, Sir, that, from a rough calculate I made at home
of receipts and difburlfements, I pronounced the gentlemen here had been
too hatty in their advice to the Court of Dire&ors, that they thould want
no fupphes of money for three years, We have felt the confequence of
that precipitate paragraph, and were reduced to the neceffity of opening the
lreafugy doors, in Augutt lag, for the fupply of Madrafs and our current

fervice,
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fervice, We took this opportunity of reducing the ufual intereft of nine
per cent. to eight; it was propofed to reduce it to fix per ceat.; bot had
we perfifted in that, we might have fhut our doors again; for fince the
large fums remitted the laft year, money has recovered its former valu:
from its fcarcity, as every thing elfe does.
I am, Sir,
Your moft obliged humble fervant.

We thall add one remark only on this fubje& of the Pargunnahs, and that
from good authority, viz. that there was a moral certainty of yet a very
confiderable advance upon the next fale, for they were not at the firtt fale,
puthed up to their utmoft value, but 2 latitude left for the farmer to make
a handfome profit, which we have good affurance was the cafe, one lot
excepted, which was purchafed too high by a fpiteful competition between
two of the natives. ‘The farmers, for their own fakes, will improve the
lands and revenues , and confequently their value at the next fales muft be
inhanced, which we hope has fo proved for your fakes; and we doubt not
but the Manauvres of our friend hitherto, will refle& honour upon his cha-
rater, in place of the infinuated reproach of this anomymous flanderer ; and
that his firft charge, which for certain reafons we fpeak to laft, will ap-
pear to be equally falfe and fcandalous.

This charge, fo boldly afferted againft Mr, Holwell, is, in its nature, of
fo black a dye, that did we think there was a fhadow of foundation for it,
we fhould blufh to take up the pen in his defence. — I eft you thould have
loft fight of it, we think 1t needful to prefent it again to your view. (Anon,
page 37.) « His (Colonel Clive’s) fucceflor in the Government, wbo bad
“ been particularly infirumental in bringing dewn Sou Rajab Dowla, and
“ confequently sn occafioning the fir# revolution in Bengal :” — that is, neither
more nor lefs, than without referve, charging Mr. Holwell with being the
caufe of all the defolation and mifery which overwhelmed your fettlements
in 1756. Let zhis Prober, as he fomewhere calls himfelf, anfwer this
charge to the Prober of all Hearts, whiltt we, from the materials in our
power, proceed in our defence againft it.

And here it is with the deepeft grief and concern we find ourfelves oh-
liged to gptn a wound, which we hoped had been clofed for ever ; but
thus prefled, thus ftimulated, what can we do? Shall we abandon our
friend to the impreffions of this infamous accufation, when we know the
recitude of his heart and conduc ? Forbid it, Truth! forbid it, Juftice !
The real caufes of that calamity and ruin have been long hid from the
public, under the ves/ of fecrecy, inZ Leadenhall-ftreet.  We will unfold

2 no
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no more of it than friendthip exa&ts from us,—~There was a period when
juftice to ndividuals thould have moved your Court of Directors to have
laid the whole before you, but partial views forbad it. It has plainly ap-
peared to you, by the Letter of the 25th of March, 1757, that Mr.
Holwell was then marked for deftruion ; the force of evidence and fadts
could not withold the applaufes and acknowledgments due to his merit
and fervices, but the clogg in council was again put on, which was fo po-
litely and juftly taken off in 1755, This was a favour not much coveted
by him; but, when granted, did him honour. Greater dithonour was
the confequence, when this reftriction was again impofed upon his rifing.
1t did, as was plainly intended, leflen him in the eye of the natives and
your fervants abroad, and fufficiently declared the fentiments of that Bom-
bay Faction, which foon after obtained the lead in your Direction, But
to refume our fubject.

Mr. Holwell obtaining his liberty at Moorfhadabad, promifed, (in a
fhort letter he wrote to the two other Prefidencies of Bombay and Ma-
drafs) that he would tranfmit to the Company a particular account of the
real caufes, which drew on your Prefidency of Bengal fuch fatal calami-
ties. Accordingly, at Fulta, he made good that promife in the following
letter, addreffed to your Court of Dire&tors, through the channel of your
Council there. Luttle did he then think he fhould ever have occafion
for, or be under a neceflity of producing it 1n his own vindication.

To the Honourable the Court of Direors for Affairs of the Honourable
the United Company of Merchants of England, trading to the Eaft-Indies,

Honourable Sirs, Fulta, 30th Nov. 1756.

IMmediately on my being releafed from my imprifonment and fetters at

Muxadabad, I,addrefled your two Prefidencies of Bombay and Fort
St. Grorge, on the fubject of the lofs of your pofiefions in thefe parts,
under date the x7th of July laft, and again on my arrival at Houghly,
under date the 3d of Auguft, when I duly forwarded to them duplicates
of thofe I difpatched from Muxadabad, and requefted the advices I gave
there might be tranfmitted to you by the moft expeditious conveyance ;
and at the fame time referred to a particular narrative of the caufes, and
various accidents, which brought on the heavy lofs you have fuftained :
this I promifed to forward as foon as my health would enable me. The
flow recovery of my fight, much impaired by the fhock and injury my
nerves fuffered that fatal night in the Black Hole, and from being expofed
to the fun on my paffage to Muxedabad, mutft plead my pardon for your

not receiving the narsative I promifed, by the thip difpatched, I ur‘:tder;
an
2
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ftand fome time this month, from your Prefidency of Fort St, George,
and by which I am fenfible you will receive many different narratives and
accounts of the caufes of our misfortunes; leaving thofe to your impartial
confideration—I fit down to difcharge this part of my duty, humbly in-
treating you will believe me determined to pay the ftricteft regard to truth,
to the beft of my knowledge ; and that I will not, by any reprefentation,
cither in reafoning or facts, endeavour to miflead your judgments, or in-
fluence them either in favour of myfelf, or to the disfavour of any one
elfe, further than juftice to myfelf, and the ftate and nature of things,
will make it unavoidable ; fhunning, as much as poffible, any repetition
of matters already tranfmitted you in my letters of the 17th of July,
and 3d of Auguft laft, which I requeft may be kept in your view, as I
do not find caufe to retract any effential part of them,

2d, Mahabut Jung (better known by the name of Ally Verdi Cawn)
demifing on the gth of April laft, was fucceeded in the government of the
Subathip by his grandfon Surajud Dowla, without oppofition, excepting
from the young Begum, reli@ of Shaw Amet Jung, uncle of Surajud
Dowla, ‘This Princefs, forefecing her liberty and the immenfe wealth of
her lately-deceafed hufband, would fall a facrifice to the new Suba, had
meditated for fome time the raifing andther to the Subathip, and with
this view retired, before the death of the old Suba, to her palace, (fome
diftance from the city,) named Mootee-Gicl, with Raagbullob, the De-
wan of her late hufband, Nazzur Aly Cawn, and others the moft faith-
ful of her officers and domeftics; where the fortified herfelf, and raifed
fome troops to oppofe the fucceflion of her nephew. When the difpute
was near coming to extremities, the old Begum, relict of Ally Verdy
Cawn, interpofed with her mediation, by which, and the promifes of
Surajud Dowla, that the Princefs thould remain in full poffeffion and fe-
curity of life, liberty, and property, fhe was prevailed on to difband her
troops, fubmitted to the bamfhment from the 'provinces, Nazzur Aly
Cawn, and two other officers, and returned to the city ; where fhe was
no fooner arrived than the was made a prifoner, and her palaces and pof-
feffions feized and confifcated to the Suba’s ufe.

3d. The new Suba having, on his fucceffion to the government, fent
advice thereof, with a feerpaw, (or drefs) to Shoucutjung, his coufin, the
Nabob of Purranea: this latter returned the feerpaw, and difavowed fub-
miffion to him as Suba of the Provinces; afferting his government of Pur-
ranea to be left by Ally Verdy Cawn independant of him. This occa-
fioned the refentment of Surajud Dowla, who refolved to reduce him by
force, and after he had laid the ftorm the young Begum had attempted
to raife againft him, he immediately marched againft Shoucutjung with a

firong army, which had been raifed by thic.old Suba, forefecing the diffi-
culties
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culties his grandfon would have to encounter after his death, Here I
mautft leave the Suba on his march, and go back in point of time to mat-
ters no lefs neceffary to inveftigate the real caufes of his fubfequent march
to Calcutta ; which is fo blended with fome incidents attending the late
change and government at Muxadabad, that it is impoffible to,give a dif-
tinct view of the one, without a fhort recital of the others,

4th. On the death of Shaw Amet Jung, (more generally known by
the name of Newaris Mahomet Cawn) and drring the life of the old
Suba, Surajud Dowla, who had in effect the reins of government in his
hands, long before the deceafe of his grandfather, feized on Raagbullob
abovementioned, the chief officer of Shaw Amet Jung, and by imprifon-
ment and other defpotic and fevere methods, endeavoured to force from
him a confeffion and difcovery of Shaw Amet Jung’s riches ; but the
minifter, faithful to his deceafed mafter, could not be brought to any
confeffion injurious to the intereft of his furviving family, and after a few
days fufferings, obtained his liberty by the interceffion of the young Be-
gum, with her father and mother, Ally Verdy Cawn and his Begum : but
Raag Bullob being fenfible the refolution he had fhewn for the intereft of
the family of his deceafed mafter, (between whom and Surajud Dowla there
had been a long hatred and animofity) would never be forgiven by Sura-
jud Dowla, thought it incumbent upon him to provide as well as he
could for the fafety of himfelf. And in refentment for the ufage he had
unjuftly received for his integrity to the youngnBcgum, readily entered
into her councils to oppofe the fucceflion s and finding the death of theold
Suba was near at hand, and recollecting his own family and greateft part
of his wealth were expofed to danger at Dacca, his firft care was to draw
them to a place of fecurity ; in order to which he applied to Mr. Watts,
your Chief at Coffimbuzar, telling him his family were going from Dacca
to worthip at Jaggernaut, and fhould take Calcutta in the way ; requeft-
i\r}x&, at the fame time, that they might there find a proper reception. Mr.
atts accordingly wrote to the Prefident, and I think to Mr. Manning-
ham, to much the fame effeGt. Thefe letters arrived during the abfence
of your Prefident at Ballifore, and much about the time that Kiflendas,
the eldeft fon of Raagbullob, and the family reached Calcutta, from Dac-
ca; at leatt I know no otherwife, for in the cvening, I think, of the
13th of Maich, my people at the Waterfide Chowkeys brought ‘me in-
telligence, that Raagbullob’s family was arrived from Dacca, and that
they had received orders from Mr. Manningham for their admittance,
who having occafion to fammon a Council the next morning, for the dif-
patch of the Negrai's fupplies, hewed me Mr."Watts's letter to the Pre-
fident, who likewife communicated the fame to me on his return to the
fettlement.  This letter, I now underftand, the Prefident has loft amongft
the
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the reft of his papers; thoagh I often fince the commencement of our
troubles, as he muft recolle&, urged to him the neceffity of preferving
it in his own and our vindication: however, as I had twice perufed it,
and had fince occafion enough to retain in my memory the firft impre(-
fions I had received of it, I can venture to aflert it was near the following

purport:

« 'That he, Mr. Watts had been applied to by Raagbullob, the Chuta
¢t Begum’s Dewan, who advifed him that his family had left Dacca with
« intention to go to worfhip at Jaggernaut, and fhould take Calcutta in
« his way, and requefted he would write to their Governor touching their
¢ reception there, and that they might be fupplied with boats, or aught
« elfe they might have occafion for on their expedition; that in compli-
¢ ance with Raagbullob’s intimation and requeft, he wrote, and recom-
« mended his family’s being received with all poffible refpe&t and regard,
« not only on account of his influence with the Chuta Begum, but as
« his power at Dacca might be of the utmoft confequence to our Ho-
« nourable Mafters affairs there.”

In confequence of this recommendatory letter, and the reafons urged
by Mr. Watts, they were received in the fettlement, and treated with all
poffible regard, Whether Mr. Watts knew, or can be fuppofed to have
judged, that Raagbullob’s family going to Jaggernaut to worthip, was a
pretence only to facilitate their obtammg a protection in Calcutta, I can-
not fay; but I recollect the Prefident’s communicating to me another let-
ter he received from Mr. Watts, about the time that the death of the old
Suba was deemed inevitable, wherein he recommended it as expedient,
« That Kiffendafs, and the reft of Raagbullob’s family fhould have no
« longer protetion in Calcutta, as it was very uncertain what turn things
« would take after the deceafe of the Suba.” ‘The Prefident will, I doubt
not, do me the juftice of acknowledging I enforced this falutary advice,
and prefled more than once the difmiffion of this family, forefeeing they
would be demanded ; and Mr. Manningham and myfelf had many un-
cafy conferences on the protetion being continued to them, fearing it
might be productive of troublefome confequences, and poffibly embroil us
with the new government, fhould they remain in the fettlement untl the
Suba’s deceafe. Why the Prefident delayed their difmiflion, I am at a
lofs how to account for; but certain it 15, had they been obliged to quir
the place, a handle would have been taken away from many, who have
been too ready to urge and maintam the protetion given to this family as
the greateft, nay, the fole caufe that arew on us the Suba’s refentment ;
which I doubt not of convincing your Honourable Court 1s very diftant
from the truth.  Their difmiffion, however, would have faved us from

a mofk
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a moft difficult fituation which we prefently fell into; fof we no fooner
vectived advice of the death of Ally Verdy Cawn, than we had notice
slfo of the ftand made againft Surajud Dowla’s fucceffion, by the young
Begum and her party, of which Raagbullob was the chief minifter and
favourite of his miflrefs ; fo that it became at that junQure a dangerous
ftep to the Company’s intereft o turn his family out of the fettlement,
the more efpecially as for fome days advices from all quarters were in fa~
vour of thc Begum’s party. Notwithftanding which, as the new Suba
has been proclaimed in the city, the Prefident wrote the ufual congratula-
tory letter to him, which was favourably received.

sth. Here it becomes needful to recite, that fome little time before the
old Subas death, the Prefident received a private letter from Mr, Watts
to the following purport : ¢ That there was a multitude of the govern-
¢ ment’s fpies at Calcutta ; that the fmall firength of its fortifications and
s garufon, and the eafy capture of it, were the public difcourfe of the
« city and durbar ; and that it behoved Mr. Drake to be upon his guard,
¢ and by fome means prevent te government’s fpies bringing daily intel-
« higence to the durbar of the weak fituation of the place.” This letter
the Prefident communicated to me, and gave me orders, as Zemindar to
make a ftri® enquiry after fuch as might juﬁ}y be fufpected, and that had
no real call of bufinefs in the place ; and alfe that I would iffue orders
to the feveral Chowkeys, or places of guard, to admit none to land, or be
admitted into the town without his orders. Thefe inftruions I immedi=
ately obeyed, and feveral fufpected perfons were, in confequence of them,
turned out of the place, and none admitted without a ftriG examination,

6th. On Raagbullob’s withdrawing himfelf, with the young Begum,
to Mootee Giol, Surajud Dowla difpatched Naran Sing, brother to Ra-
jaram, the Fowzdaar of Midnapore, to Calcutta, with a perwannah, the
contents of which were, to demand Kiflendafs and his family to be de-
livered up between eight and nine in the evening of, I think, the 14th of
April.  The Prefident being at Barafut, and Mr. Manningham at his
country refidence, Omychund came and advifed me that Naran Sing had
got, in the difguife of a European drefs, into the fettlement, and had
the Suby's perwannah to dumand Raagbullob’s family, and was at his
houfe afking, Whether I would pernut his bringing him to vifit me? As
he had got entrance into the place, I thought 1t advifeable to fee him,
and Omychund brought im accordingly in about half an hour, I re-
cewved lum with the refpect due to a brother of Rajaram, an officer in
much truft and confidence with both the late and prefent Suba; he ten-
dered me his perwanah, but I excufed myfelf from receiving it, as it was
addrefled to the Governor, who I told him would be in town in the
morning,
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motning, on which he took his leave well fatisfied, In the morning early
I fent for the Jemmautdaar of the Chowkey where Naran Sing landed,
and was going to punifh him for admitting any one in the fettlement with-
out orders, when he informed me that Naran Sing came in the difguife
of a common Bengall Pykar ; that he oppofed his landing, but that foon
after Omychund’s fervants came to him with a meflage, fignifying that
he was a relation of his houfe, and that he might admit him. Soon af-
ter, on advice that the Prefident was returned to town, I waited on him
with the report of this tranfa@ion, and found with him Mefficurs
Manningham and Frankland; we were all a good deal embarraffed
how to a& on this occafion, that the fame reafons that before forbid
the family’s being turned out of the place, after the Suba’s death, fill
fubfifted equally ftrong againft delivering them up, as the conteft was yet
undecided between Surajud Dowla and the young Begum. The refult at
laft of our deliberations was, that as Naran Sing had ftole like a thief and
a fpy into the fettlement s;md not like one in the public charatter he
pretended, and as bearing the Suba’s orders) the Prefident thould not re-
ceive him or his perwanah ; which refolution was put in_execution, and
the Prefident fent one of his Chubdaars to him, with orders to quit the
fettlement, which he did: and inftantly letters were difpatched to Mr.
Watts to advife him of the affair, with inftructions to guard againft any
ill confequence which might arife from it,

wth, The foregoing is, Honourable Sirs, a faithful narrative of the pro-
tection given to Kiffendafs, the fon and family of Raagbullob, which has
been induftrioufly and malicioufly by fome, and erroneoufly by others,
circulated as the principal caufe of the lofs of your fettlements in Bengal 3
an event which, I will foon demontftrate, had much deeper and more re-
mote foundation : for on your Chicf’s at Coflimbuzar making a proper
reprefentation of thus affair at the Durbar, it hardly occafioned any emo-
tion or difpleafure in the Suba, nor ever had a place in any of the fubfe-
quent complaints forwarded to us, through the channel of that fubor.
dinate.

8th. The probability of a breach with France had been the fubje& of
difcourfe for fome time, before it was confirmed to us by the arrival of
your letter on the Delawar ; and as about the fame time we received news
of the taking Gyria by his Majefty’s fquadron, both became the fubject
of much fpeculation at the Durbar, where the military and naval ftrength
of the Englifh in India were greatly exaggerated, and no fmall pains ta-
ken to inftil a dread of it into the government ; and if the agentd for the
French Eaft-India Company (whofe garrifon at Chandanagore did not,
at this period, amount to 5o men) were aot at the bottom of thefe re-
ports, 1t is at leaft, I hope, no breach of charity to conclude, they ufed
Aa every
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every means in their power to confirm them; at leaft fuch was our in-
formation, when it was confidently afferted in the Durbar at Muxadabad,
and gained belief, that the Englith had fixteen fhips of war, and a ftrong
fand-force coming to Bengal,

gth. On the receipt of your letter by the Delawar, we began to put
the fettlement into as good a pofture of defence as we could; andP as
the parapet and embrazures, as well as the gun-carriages of the line to
the weftward of the fort, were much out of repair, they became the firft,
obje of our attention ; 2 number of workmen were employed, and I
believe the parapet and embrazures (the greateft part of which we were
obliged to pull down) more than half run up, when the Prefident was
furprized with a perwanah from the Suba, to the following purport :

« That he had been informed we were building a wall, and dig-
« ging a large ditch round the town of Calcutta: That he did
« not approve of our carrying on thefe works without his permif-
« fion: And ordered Mr. Drake to defit immediately, and de-
¢ ftroy what he had already done.”

1oth. The French having ftrengthened their fort by an additional ba-
ftion, which they had at this time compleated, reccived, at the fame
juncture we did, a perwanah to the like effe@; both of them having been
difpatched by the Subah, as he was on his march againft the Purranea
Nabob ; and the anfwers to them reached the Suba on the fame day at
Rajamaal, a city about three days march from Muxadabad; and the
French, by the completion of their battion, being enabled to defit imme-
drately, anfwered him accordingly ; affuring him at the fame time, that
they had built no new works, and had only repaired one of their baftions
which had been injured by lightning : With which anfwer he appeared
fatisfied.

11th. The reply your Prefident returned to the Suba’s perwanah, was,
to the beft of my remembrance, as follows :

“ That the Suba had been mifinformed in refpe& to our building a

« wall round our town, and we had dug no ditch fince the invafion of
* the Mo atters, at which time we executed fuch a work at the particu-
* Jar requeft of our ihabitants, and with the knowledge and approba-
« tion of Ally Verdy Cawn ; that in the late war between our nation
« and the French, they had attacked and taken the town of Madrafs,
“¢ contrary to the neutrality we expeted would have been preferved in the
« Mogul's dominions; and that there being at prefent great appearance of
2 ¢ another
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¢t gnother wat betwesn the two crowns, we were under fome apprehen=
« fions they would a& in the fame manner in Bengal; to prevent which
“ we were only repairing our line of guns to the water-fide.”

It is fruitle(s now to with this anfwer had been debated in Council be-
fore it was fent, where I think much impropriety would have appeared in
it, as the whele of it-had a tendency to confirm the Suba in a belief of
thofe infinuations, which had been already conveyed to him, that the was
between us and the French would piobably be brought into Bengal, be-
fides its carrying a tacit refletion on the Suba’s want of power or will ta
prote&t us. ‘The confequence was adequate, for he was much enraged at
the receipt of 1t, and immediately ordered your faoiy at Coflimbuzar to
be invefted ; which was accordingly done on the 22d of May, by Roy
Dullob, of which we received advice fiom the gentlemen there the 25th,
and feveral other fubfequent letters, informing us of additional foices be-
ing added on the fa@ory, from time to time, and that they expected
every moment to be attacked, and that the Suba was on his march to
Muxadabad. The fubject matter of complaint, affigned in every letter,
fhll regarded the new works we were carrying on in Calcutta,

12th, On the firft advice received from the gentlemen at C flimbuzar,
we forwarded to them a copy of the Prefident’s anfwer to the Nabob's
perwanah, and in our feveral difpatches recommended to them to ufe
every falutary means i their power to put a ftop to the Suba’s refentment,
and obtain a currency to our bufinefs, (which was now obftru&ed at every
fubordinate and arung). We dire&ed them to affure the Suba we were
carrying on no new works; that we had dug no ditch; that our enemies
had mifreprefented us ; that if he gave no credit to our affertions, we in-
treated any one he could confide 1n to infpe them, and wrote the Suba
repeated letters to the like purpofe. We likewift gave the gentlemen in-
ftrudions to remonftrate and expoftulate ftrongly againft this hard treat-
ment, and to endeavour to trace out, if poffible, whether one or other of
the European nations was not at the bottom of it, with intent to embraul
the Company’s affairs, and benefit thofe of their employers, and to ufe
all means of knowing from his minifters if the Suba’s intentions were to
extort a fum of money from us (conformable to the unjuft and ufual
method of his predeceflors ;) withal giving them pofitive orders to make
no conceffion, or give any promife touching the demolition of our forufi-
cations.

13th. Thus, Honourable Sirs, you fee us reduced to the neceflity, ¢i-
ther of refifting the arbitrary orders of the Suba, or of abandoning and
leaving opea your Prefidency to the mercy of the French, coptrary to
Aaz your
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your orders and intimation to us by the Delawar ; for to all cur remon«
ftrances we could receive no fatisfation from the gentlemen at Coffim-
buzar, but was fill advifed, the Suba infifted on our demolithing our new
works, (when in fa& we had made none) and fill up a ditch we had
never dug,

14th, Under date, 1 think, the 1ft of June, we received a letter from
your Chief and Council at Coffimbuzar, advifing, that Roy Doolob had
told Do@or Forth, that the Suba’s refentment was caufed only by the
draw-bridge and works we had built at Baagbazar, and the o&agon which
Mr. Kelfall had rebuilt in his garden: And that if we would write the
Suba we would demolifh thofe works, the forces would be immediately
withdrawn : And the gentlemen likewife inforcinf this as a neceffary
and effeCtual expedient to put an end to the troubles, we in full council
took it 1nto confideration ; and refle@ing on the heavy lofs and difadvan~
tage you would fuftain in your inveftment, by the continuance of the ftop-
page of your bufinefs, and judging thefe works and draw-bridge at Baag-
bazar {o far detached, as to be of little ufe in the defence of the place
aganft an European enemy, we unanimoufly agreed and determined, to
promife the demolition of them, and the octagon at Mr. Kelfall’s garden ;
and to that purpait, as foothing a letter as could be indited was inftantly
drawn up, to the Suba, from the Prefident, and inclofed to Mr. Watts
and his Council, to whom we alfo wrote, advifing them of our compliance
and readine(s to demolith thofe works which had given him difpleafure,
Triplicates of this arafdafs and letter we difpatched in four hours, to arrive
in thirty-fix hours; and ordered a large reward to the Coffids if they ar-
rived in the time.

15th. We received another fhort letter under the fame date, viz. the
1t of June, wherein the gentlemen informed us, the forces on the fa&ory
amounted to 12,000, with a train of artillery, and that pofitive orders
were arrived to attack it, requefting they might be reinforced with an
hundred men; on which a council was fummoned, their requeft taken
into confideration, and the five Captains called in, and defired to give
their opinion, whether it was poffible this reinforcement could be thrown
into the place ? They withdrew, and after debztnrzﬁ it amongft themfelves,
gave us their opinion in writing, declaring the thing impraQicable, and
that the force the gentlemen had in the fort was, in their judgments, fuf-
ficient to defend 1t againt the troops brought againft them. This opinion
we immediately difpatched to them, directing them, if they were attack-
ed, to make as good a defence as they could ; and when they found they
could defend the falory no longer, to make the beft retreat in their
power: but I believe neither this letter, nor fome of our pieceding e:;:s,
seached
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reached the gentlemen, the Subs having for fome days cut off all corref-
ndence between us ; 8 plain indication that an accommodation was not
the mark he aimed at.

16th, On the 6th of June we had a rumour of Coffimbuzat’s being
taken by the Nabob, which was confirmed to us the 7th, by a letter from
Mr. Matthew Collet, your fecond at that faory ; which, according to
my beft recollection, exprefled as follows :

¢ That upon the Nabob’s repeated orders to his Generals to attack
« the fa@ory, unlefs the Chief went in' perfon to him, Mr.
¢ Watts, by the advice of his Council, thought it more advife-
< able to go to the Nabob, than rifk involving the Company in a
te war with the Government; that he accordingly did fo on the
« 2d of June, and on coming to his prefence was made a pri-
*¢ foner, and orders fent for Mr. Collet, (and I think Mr. Batfon)
« to attend him ; likewife to fign, jomntly with"Mr. Watts, a ma-
¢« kulka, (or obligation, with a penalty annexed) which order
« they obeyed ; but in place of being fet at liberty, upon figning
¢ the makulka required, Mr. Collet was fent back to the factory,
¢ with diretions to deliver it up to Roy Doolob, which he was
¢ obliged to comply with, and was then giving up the account
¢ of the cannon, ammunition, and military ftores; that the fac~
« tory was not plundered, and the Nabob was determined to
¢ march to Calcutta with his whole army, eftimated then at
“ 50,000 men, befides a large train of artillery.”

-

The reafons which fwayed Mr, Watts to quit his government at fuch a
junture as that, and truft himflf in the hands of the Suba, (on whofe
charader or principles no reafonable faith could be had) without any
proper fecurity, hoftage, or fafeguard for his perfon; or thofe which
urged Mr. Collet to follow his example, when he knew his Chief was
made a prifoner ; and that confequently the truft, command, and govern-
ment of the fattory, fort, and garrifon, devolved upon himfelf ; or why
s your fettlement was thus given up, withouta fingle firoke being ftruck
for it, I am totally a ftranger to, and can only hope, for their fakes, and
the honour of their country, they have, or will juftify their conduc to
you in thofe particulars. I will not fubfcribe to the opinion of our five
Captains, as already recited, and fay their force was fofficient to refift and
defend the place for any long time againft the Suba’s army ; but had it
been defended at all, he could not have attacked and taken 1t, without tha
lofs of time, many of his people, and probably fome of his principal offi-
cers, A firoke of this kind might have had happy confequences :?I"Zim

rs;



[ 190 ]

affaira ; it might have inclined the Suba to an accommodation, by cooling
fuull more the zeal of his mimfters, generals, officeis and people, w* o
almolt to a man were averfe to this expedition against the Enghth, as we'l
knowing the conf{equence would be as fatal to his country as to us, tho’
he fucceeded in it. A defence of only twenty-four hours would, in its
confequences, have retarded, 10 all probability, his march to Calcutta
to: miny days, and would have been a point gained to uvs of the utmoft
importance, by having more time for the completion of many requifites,
which for want of 1t we were obliged wholly to negle@, or they r.maned
unfinithed at the time we were aQually invefted. A detention of his
army before Coffimbuzar for two or three days, would have brought on
dirty ramy weather 1n his march towards us, and mcommoded him
greatly, as well in the paffage of his troops and cannon, as in the attack
of our fettlement ; whereas, by the eafy poffeflion he acquircd of Coffim-
buzar, he was enabled to march aguntt us without lo&s of time, or ob-
ftruction from the weather, whch afforded not a drop of rain throagh
the march and attack of Calcutta; but on the 21, at might, whilft I was
prifoner in the camp, it ramed hewly, ani diry weather fucceeded tor
many days after, during which his mufjuctry bung all matchlocks,
would have been rendered in a manner ufilels. We thould alfo have had
an important fuccour, in the arrival before the fo t, of he Succeis gailey,
the Speedwell, and Bombay frigate; thof: vetlIs having paffed Tanners
the 19th and 20th, and jomed the Dodaly and the reft o' our tlcet about
Govindpore, after they had fell down fiom the fort, . .3 a1 fore 1t was
furrendered.  Many moie are the advantages I couii enam rate, which
wou d have refulted from the fmalleft defc «v 3u 1 2 e made at
Coflimbuzar, and can only regret nost 1ts not havr 1+ beea done; repeat-
ing my hopes, the gentlemaen in trft theie will gwe you {ufficient reafons
wiy it was not done. Their treatment could hardly have been worfe,
had they been obfnate m 1ts defence; they themfelves being continued
prifoaers 1 the Suba’s camp, under many hardihips, uotu, 1 think, the
latter end of June; their effels plundered, and the gentiemen 1n the fac-
tory, vz, Mefles. Hugh, Watis, and Chambers, with the whole garri-
fon, out in irons, and fent to the common prifon at Muxadaoad ; the fate
Meflrs. Batfon, Sykes, Haftings, and Marriot, would . ave undergond
had not luckily the two former made their efcape, and the twa latter bekn
at the Arangs.

17. On Coflimbuzar’s being invefted, we wrote to the feveral fubordi-
nates, and to all our Gomaftahs at the feveral armies, advifing them of the
feveral proceedings, and to be upon their guard, and hold themfelves in
seadine(s to retreat with the Company’s effects, &c. and on intelligence of the
capture of the place, and the Subah’s march to Calcutta, we fent th;m

orders
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orders to withdraw, and join us with all expedition. But thefe orders
were too late, excepting with refpe@ to your faGory at Luckypore, as I
have already intimated in my letter of the 17th July. Mr. Boddam, your
Chief at Ballifore, reccived our orders in time to withdraw himfelf, with
the few foldiers he had there, and about 6o.0 Rupees of your effeés; the
remainder, to the amount of about 40,000, were fequeftered, and your
factory-houfe in part only demohith-d at Ballafore; but Bulramgurry, by
its fituation, having efcaped the government’s notice, and by the pradent
condu& of Mr John Biiftow, (left Refident at Ballafore by Mr. Boddam)
is ftill retained. Myfelf and Mr. Boddam were difpatched to take a for-
mal poffeffion of it the 18th September, and to negotiate other matters,
wlich will be tranfmutted on the face of our Fulta confultations ; and we
have thought 1t neceffary to nominate Bullramgurry your Prefidency, being
divefted of every other poffeffion you had in thefe provinces, Brt to re~
fume my narrative: Difpatches were hkewife forwarded exprefs to Bom-
bay, Fort St George, and Vizagapatam, the 8th of June, for a reinforce-
ment of troup , iores, &c. and fuccours demanded of the French and
Dutch fettlements on this river, the fucce's of which laft negotiation you
have likewife in my faid Ietter of the 17th July, The miliua were under
arms for the firll ume the 7th June, fomething too late, Iam afraid you
will 1ay, to be of much fervice, juft coming to action.

18. T am now, Honourable Sirs, come clofer to the unravelling the real
caufes which flimulated the Suba to the lengths he has proceeded againtt
us: How far my conjeQures and affertions will be fupported by a probable
fyftem of politics in him, and by the tenor of his own conduct confidered
together, 1 humbly fubmit to your judgments. And firft, I beg leave to
remark on the three articles contained i the Makulka, which your Chief
and Couacil were obliged to fign in the buba’s camp, when before Coffim-
buzar; the terms of which were, v1z.

“ That we fhould not prote& the King's fubje@s.— That we thould
*“ not mi‘ufe the libesty of o r dufticks, by covering the trade of
¢ the native merchants.—And that we fhould refund and make
4 good whatever fum it fhould be proved the King had been de-
4 frauded of in his revenues and duties by this practice ; and that
 we fhould demo'ith our fortifications.” :

Thefe, Honourable Sirs, are the purport of the three articles of the
M.kutka, how{ ever I may have varied the wording of 1t, by not having 1t
bef re me, Had the “uba any intention of being fatisfied with our con-
cuffin to thefe articles, he certainly would have rcfied here; your Chief,
Coundil, fort and gar.fon of Coffimbuzar were in his poffeffion; tne

Gentlemea
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Gentlemen had figned and executed the obligation demanded of them; he
knew their figning of it was not valid or binding without our approval §
and if he had ever inclined to an accommodation, he would have tranfmitted
the terms they had complied with, and atleaft have defifted until our reply
could have reached him, ir place of cutting off, for fome days, the means
of all correfpondence or intclligence between us and your fatory; and
marching dire@ly againft us, without ever replying to, or taking notice of
many Arafldafles received from us: But- the truth is, his jealoufy of the
independant power of the Europeans in his country was at this junGure
confirmed, which he was determined to reduce ; and being fenfible ours
was the moft formidable to him, we became the firft objeds of his juft
politics. To fupport this my conclufion, I muft here refer to three letters,
which Wazeed's Gomaftah in my prefence read your Prefident, (copies
of which, 1 believe, are in Mr. Drake’s pofleffion) addrefied to his mafter
Wazeed, from the Suba, all three, to the beft of my remembrance, bearing
date in May laft. In each of thefe, he avows his intention to reduce the
power of the Englith, forbids his interfering on their behalf, afferting his
having long intended it, and fwears by God and his Prophets, that he will
drive them out of his country, unlefs they are fatisfied to trade in it on the
footing they did in Jaffier Cawn’s time (by which he meant before the time
the Honourable Company obtained their Phirmaund). Your fort at
Coffimbuzar, (efteemed by all judges more regular and tenable than that at
Fort William) fo near his capital, appeared too dangerous a hold, ata time
he was influenced to believe our ftrength in India was four times more
formidable than it really was; and that we were on the eve of a French
war, which would be probably brought into his country: Confiftent with
this was his expreffion of refentment, at Rajamaal, on receipt of your
Prefident’s letter : ¢ Who fhall dare to think of commencing: hoftilities in
my country, or prefume to imagine I have not power to protect them ?”
And it was current in the mouths of all degrees, when I was at Muxa-
dabad, that Mahabut Jung had long meditated to deftroy the forts and gar«
rifons of the Europeans, and to reduce their trade on the footing of Arme-
nians, And here I hope it will not be deemed impertinent, if I recite,
verbatim, the laft difcourfe and council which Mahabut Jung gave his
grandfon, a few days before his death; and which I had from very good
authority at Muxadabad, after my releaftment,
* My life has been a life of war and ftratagem: For what have I
* fought, for what have my councils tended, but to fecure you,
* my Son, a quiet fucceflion to my Suba-dary? My fears for you
“ have for many days robbed me of fleep. T perceived who had
 power to give you trouble after I am gone hence. Hoflein
¢ Cooley Cawn, by his reputation, wifdom, courage, and affection
¢ to Shaw Amet Jung, and his houfe, | feared would obftruct your
¢ government.



[ 193]

« government. Flis power is no more. Monichund Dewan,
* whofe councils might have been your dangerous enemy, I have
‘ taken into favour. Keep in view the power the European na-
« tions have in the country. This fear I would alfo have freed
« you from, if God had lengthened my days.— The work, my
« Son, muft now be yours: Their wars and politics in the Telinga
¢ country fhould keep you waking: On pretence of private con-
« tefts between their Kings, they have feized and divided the
« country of the King, and the goods of his people between them :
 Think not to weaken all three together. The power of the
« Englith is great; they have lately conquered Angria, and poffef-
« fed themfelves of his country; reduce them firft; the others wilt
¢ give you little trouble, when you have reduced them. Suffer
“ thvenrnot, my Son, to have fortifications or foldiers : If you do,
« the country is not yours.”

1gth. How confifient the Suba has been in his adherence to this laft
counfel of his grandfather, we have woefully felt; but that we were not
folely the objects of his refentmentand defigns, is evident : His perwanah
to the French was difpatched the fame day with ours: When he marched
againft us, he fent perwanahs to both French and Dutch, with orders to
provide, and join him with thips, men, and ammunition, to attack us by
water, whilft he attacked us by land: They refufed; in confequence of
their refufal, he invefted their feveral forts and faGories, and demanded
an exorbitant fum from each. The French were glad to accommodate
matters for the payment of three Lack and half of Rupees ; the Dutch for
four Lack and half, after having had, for a day and half, a body of the
Suba’s troops in their fettlement, waiting orders to attack it, and a man
ftationed with an ax in his hands, to cut down their flag-ftaff and colours.
The French had not money to pay the mul& laid on them, but gained
Roy Doolob to become their fecurity: The Dutch were reduced to im-
mediate payment ; and both did then, and ever fince have been obliged to
endure the moft audacious and éxafperating infults, from the loweft Peon
in the fervice of the govenment. That there was this difference in the
fom extorted from them has been accounted for, (how juftly I will not
fay) by the fupplies of ammunition given the Suba privately by the agents
ofy the French at Chandanagore. The thing, however, was verified by
two of our fhips, who brought us intelligence, that the French, by night,
tgoﬂ"ed over 200 chefls of powder to the Suba’s army, lying near Banka

azar,

20th. Still confiftent with the laft advice of Mahabut Jung, he appeared
at Rojamal fatisfied with the anfwer from the French Directeur ; though
Bb no
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no one can imagine his intelligence was fuch, that he was really impofed
on as to the pretence of repairing the damage they had fuftained by light-
ning ; he manifefted fufficiently his refentment and intentions againft both
French and Datch; but their tims was not yet come ; it was not his
bufinefs to have the three nations to encounter at once, but to compromife,
at the prefent, for as much as he could get from them; but that the French
were, and fhll are, the next object of his arms, will not admit of doubt,
no more than that he would have Eroceedcd immediately againft them, had
not his advices from court obliged him to proceed againft Shocut Jung, the
Purranea Nabob, as an obje& more important; for when I was twice
conduled into his prefence, after the furrender of the fort, his firft
quettion to me was, ““ Will you all engage to join me agamft the French
Uniform has been the conduét of the government to another part of Ma-
habut Jung’s advice; for thouﬁh liberty of trade is granted to the Danes
and Pruffians, yet they are prohibited fortifications or garrifons. And in
further proof of the refolution of the government to diveft the Europeans
of their forts and garrifons, and that we were the objeds of his policy, and
not of his refentment only (from cither one Fanicular private caufe or
other, that may be tran{mitted you) I may juftly add, the apprehenfions of
the French and Dutch themfelves, who, on the firft approach of our
troubles, fent ftrenuous difpatches to their Principals at Batavia and Pondi-
cheiry, for the moft expeditious fupplies of men, ammunition, &c. and I
doubt not it will be foon their tusn to regret the having fo quietly given us
up as a facrifice, unlefs the Suba fhould be vanquithed in his prefent expe-
dition againfk Shocut Jung.

21t The 3d inftant (November) a Perwannah reached the Datch, from
the Suba’s camp—demanding them to join him againft us, with threatnings
if they refufed; and the fame day, a Perwannsh came to the French
faGtory, purporting that the Suba was informed they were carrying on their
fortifications, and if they did not immediately defift, he would pafs through
the Dutch faGtory and fettlement, and with their (the Dutch) foldiers
deftroy their fort, and drive them out of the country, as he had done the
Englith; and the government has already obliged the French to take down
their colours ereéted on the bounds.

22d. I believe, Hopourable Sirs, it will by this time appear clearly evi-
dent to you, that the governing principle in the Suba was political, and the
real obje of his proceedings the demolition of your forts and garnfons,
as his demands always exprefled ; not that I will be hardy enough to aver,
he had no concurring fubordinate cauies, that had a fpecious colour of re-
fentment ; and this sefleion leads me to confider the other two articles of
the Mackulka, as their being inferted carry the appearance of complaine,
though
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though never before urged by him in any of his demands, as tranfmitted
us by your fervants at Coflimbuzar,

21d. That the abufe of Dufticks thould be one caufe of complaint, I am
not furprized at: the face of your confultations juft before the difpatch
of your laft year’s fhips, will give you, Honourable Sirs, my fentiments of
the ill ufe made of this indulgence to your fervants; my motion and mi-
nutes on this fubject were, after the difpatch of your fhips, taken into
confideration, and fuch remedies and checks refolved on, as were judged
might put.a ftop to the abufe.

24th. That we fhould not prote& the King's fubjes, isan article will
bear 2 much larger difcuffion. This prohibition, in the extent it might
have been carried by the government, whenever it was inclined to obftruct
your bufinefs or plunder your merchants, would have rendered your trade
moft precarious ; had the article been explained {o as to prohibit our giving
protection to thofe who were actually fervants to the government, or others
not born in or for a term of years fettled under our colours, it would, I
think, have carried nothing unjuft or unreafonable in it; but that was by
no means the real intention of it. The article had a latitude in expreflion,
that would include your merchants and inhabitants whenever the Suba or
his minifters were pleafed to call on them; a call they would never fail
in, on fome pretence or other, whenever they had got any thing worth
taking; fo that in truth it would have been as impoflible for us, confiftent
with your interefts, to have fubfcribed to this article, as to the other,
regarding the demolition of your fortifications; and the moft favourable
terms intended for us (which I could with the utmoft diligence learn when
at Muxadabad) were, that if we had paid an implicit obedience to the
Suba’s commands, by delivering our forts, and difmiffion of our garrifons,
we fhould then have been permitted to trade, on paying Armenian duties ;
admitting a Fowzdaar into your fettlement on the part of the government,
and relinquithing to them all duties of confulage, revenues, &c.——Terms
fcandalous and injurious to your honour as well as commerce ; terms
which we could never have fubmitted to, even if we had received no
alarm from the fide of France, without facrificing the rights of your
Phirmaund, giving up every part of our truft, and breaking through your
repeated ftanding orders for more than 30 years paft.

25th, Thus, Honourable Sirs, it will appear to you, that fubmiffion
could not have been paid by us to two articles of the Mackulka, executed
by your Chief and Council of Cozimbuzar, and that we bad many months
before guarded againft (as much as in us lay) the complaint laid in the
thind; if the honours and confciences of men were to be influenced by
Bb2 checks
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checks the moft binding and folemn: But it is plain the two articles of
complaint were at the laft inferted, to give 2 colouring for enforcing the
third and only one (our fortifications) the Suba until then infifted on, and
had really in view. 1 am Yenfible, m0 fmall .pains will be tzken to throw
the rife of your misfortunes here, n every caufe but the right.

26th. From the appearanct: of the Suba’s letter to Governor Bigott, your
Prefident feems to be folely culpable in drawing on his cefontment, but
neither juftice nor probability will juftify the conclufion. Amngry he cer-
tanly was, at the terms of this letter ; but had net his refennment been
much deeper founded, the terms of this letter, or the error of one of your
fervants, would never of itfelf have provoked him, or can vindicate the
cruel dettruétion both public and private, attending his proceedings, which
full equally heavy, as well on the natives, fubje@s of the Mogul, as on
yourlelves and us; and the immenfe plunder of Calcutta, we know, was
one no fmall fubordinate motive (inftilled into him by one or two harpies
in confidence about him) for his march againft us, at a time when he was
rapactoufly plundering wherever he could ; amaffing wealth to enable him
etther to buy at Court his confirmation in the Subathip, or keep fuch a
ftanding force on foot, as would fecure it to him, in {pight of any oppofi-
tion or orders from thence.

27th, That matters might have been accommodated with the Suba, for
a fum of money, as was effected by the French and Dutch, I am likewife
fenfible will be ftrongly alledged againft us; but by whomf(oever it is, I
will be bound to fay, they are either ignorant of the chain of politics and
circumftances which influenced and led him on, or never reafoned or
thought upon them. The Suba’s whole conduét appofes this allegation ;
his minifters were by our orders founded on the alternative, and your Chief
and Council of Coffimhuzar affured us, that he had declared money was
not the thing he wanted, but that we fhould defift from our fortifications,
and deftroy our new works, &c,

28th, The protetion granted the family of Raaibullob, {of which T
have already given a faithful account) will, I alfo know, be urged with
circumftances that never exifted, as matter of heavy complsist againft s,
though the Suba never (that came to our knowledge) made complaint
about it. I will not vindicate the prote&ion being continued to them
until the deceafe of the old Suba; I have already, and I think juftly
condemned it; but (this excepted) I will hope the circumftances at-
tem:ling and urging it, will be fofficient to extchuate that part of our
conduct,
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2gth., Iam informed it has been cruelly afferted, and publifhed by the
French, that the bringiog down the Nabob and his army, and the defer-
tion of the fort, &c. had been long a concerted fcheme of the Prefident
and the reft of the Gentlemen of Council who went off in the fhipping,
and they mention in proof, as a corroborating circumftance, myfelf and
the other Gentlemen of Council being left a facrifice behind, (who they fay
uled generally to oppofe their meafures) with this addition, that they had
embarked and carried off with them the greateft part of the wealth of
the fettlement.  Howfoever little right thefe gentlemen have to expe& a
vindication of their condu& from me, yet here common juftice to them
forbids my filence, and urges me to defend them from a charge, whichl
believe from my heart to be infamoufly falfe, not only ss to theac but the
intention 3 nor would I even repeat a hibel fo fcandalous and untrue, had
I not received information that fome of your own fervants had forwarded
from your fubordinate (for want of a better) the publick narrative the
French in Bengal fent to their fuperiors, of the capture of Fort Wil
liam ; in which narrative I hear the above cruel charge has a place in
nearly the fame terms 1 have recited it, with many other caufes affigned
for this misfortune, equally void of probability or truth,

goth. It will by fome, I doubt not, be reprefented to you that Omy-
chund was at the bottom of all the Suba’s councils and proceedings againft
us; the part he really aed+under cover, in this affair, is difficult to dif-
tinguith and point out; that he was much chagiined at the litile in-
fluence he had in the ftteement for a few years laft paft, is moft cer-
tain ; in applications to the Durbar, (wherein he vfually was the acting
perfon between the Company and the Government) httle ufe had been
made of him, poflibly more had been better.—Be this as it will, it is
moft certain, he had no general weight for thefe four or five years, be-
yond what his wealth gave him, fo that his name and reputation became
Jeflened in the eye of the government as well as in Calcutta. Picqued
at this, and implacable 1n hus refentment, it is not improbable he worked
with fome inftruments of the Duibar, to embroil us in fuch a manner
28 wauld make his medation and affiftance neceffary, and thercby regain
his credit and influence with both ; Lttle imagining things would go the
length they did; in which it muft have becn moft evident to him, his
own large pofleflions would be equally the Suba’s prey, with yours:
that he adwifed the difpatch of Naran Sing, to demand Raagbullob's fa-
mily, and introduce hum into the fettlement, will not I think admit of
doabt, no.more than that he deeply refented his being turned .out ef jt
again. His endeavours with Wazeed, to mutigate things, when he really
found they were coming to extremities, was 1 believe fincere enough un-
til bis imprifonment by the Prefident, an aét of his power and fole autho-
sity,

~
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tity, for which the pretence made ufe of was, in my judgment, by no
means fufficient ; the correfpondence detected between him and Rajaram
Harkarah, (the Suba’s head {py) which was read in the prefence of many
of us, contained in our opinions nothing to vindicate it, nor had your Pre-
fident even the confent or approbation of his Council for this ftep, or did
he, that I remember, ever require it. On his imprifenment, his head
Jemmautdaar Jaggemant Sing ftabbed himfelf, and fet fire to his mafter’s
houfe, and fome of his women either butchered themfelves, or were
butchered by others in the family, which became a fcene of much hot-
ror and confufion. It can hardly be doubted that Omychund became
defperate in his refentments, and it is probable enough he expedited
the march of the Suba’s army, then advanced, I think, as far as Banka
Bazar; and it is likewife probable, that he then fent him the real ftate of
the fort and garrifon, and afterwards might (as has been generally fuf-
pe&ed) from time to time have given him intelligence ; but this is allyoon-
jeGure; we only know, that his Jemmautdaar juft now mentioned, fur-
viving the wounds he had given himfelf, was put upon his horfe, and
joined the Suba, whom he informed of the tranfation relating to his maf-
ter’s imprifonment ; and when the enemy was repulfed at Baagbazar, he
led the van of the army to the eaftward, and dire@ed them to the ave-
nues by which they entered the next day.

31ft. From others, I believe, you will be told, that the difmiffion of
your Dadney Merchants was one caufe of our misfortunes, arifing from
their endeavours at the Durbar to embroil your affairs at the Arungs, as
conduéted by your own Gomaftahs, hoping thereby to get the Dadney
readmitted, and themfelves reinftated ; nay fome, I have been informed,
have been hardy enough to urge and affert that the large increafe of your
revenues Zemindary was anothier very principal caufe, which drew the
Suba’s attention on the fettlement, though themfelves, your Prefident and
Council, and 1 believe the greateft part of the Subadary, as well as my
Honourable Mafters, know the credits of that branch were only increafed
without any innovations made in the branch itfelf; but to its lofs and
difadvantage. Many more caufes and reafons e?ually fubftantial will, 1
doubt not, be afligned and tranfmitted to you by fuch bufy and vez fhort-
fighted politicians as thefe ftrangers to real ones; they think they thall not
appear of any importance, unlefs they aflign fome, no matter how in-
congruous : but you will now have materials enough before you to form
your own judgments. I think my conclufions on every caufe that can
be alledged for the extraordinary and unprectdented condud of the Suba,
have fadts and probability to fupport them: To you, Honourable Sirs,
1 humbly fubmit them, with this one conclufion more, that your fitua-
ti'n in thefe provinces on a re-eftablithment will be fuch as to admit
6 of
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of only two alternatives; that you muft in fature, either-keep fuch a
fortification and garrifon, as will at all times be fufficient to force your
trade againft the oppofition and extortion of the Government ; or reduce
your commerce to the footing of the Pruffians and Danes, &¢. without
forts and garrifons at all, and on payment of the loweft duties that can
be ftipulated.—The immunities and privileges granted you in your Phir-
maunds, you find now are of no validity without a military expence
(more, I fear, than equivalent) to put them in force; but on this fubjec
it will be my duty,to give you my ‘fentiments on another occafion more
at large, whilft at prefent I refume the thread of my narrative, broke off
at the furrender of your fort and factory of Coffimbuzar ; the eafy cap-
ture of which, concurring with the Suba’s intentions beyond his expec-
tations, not only gave the finithing ftroke to his refolves, but expedited
and facilitated his march to Calcutta ; which leads me to a confideration
of the immediate caufes of its fudden redu@ion, moft needful to be
known to my Honourable Mafters; as the rocks and quick-fands on
which we have unhappily ftruck and fplit, being fairly and candidly laid
down, may prevent a fecond wreck of your eftate and trade.

32d. Thefe caufes T will beg leave to inveftigate under three general
heads :—11t, The ftate of our fortifications and garrifons: 2d. The flate
of our ammunition, guns, and military ftores: and, 3d. the feveral er~
rors and mifcarriages anifing from a deficiency (or rather a total want) of
military knowledge or order,

33d. To the firft article of my firft general head, it will not become
me to add much more than I fet forth in my letter before you of the
17th July, addrefled from Muxadabad to your other two prefidencies of
Bombay and Fort St. George. The nature and extent of the power
given to the Committee of Fortifications, Meflrs. Drake, Watts, Scot and
Manningham, we have ever been Kept ftrangers to; but I will venture
to conclude, that had the money which was expended on the redoubt,
drawbridge, &¢. ereGed at Baagbuzar, and that which was meditated to
be fpent on the circuit of the ditch -beyond our bounds, as alfo that
which was difburfed on, the batteries, &c. raifed on the Suba’s approach,,
been timely appropriated to the demolition of the houfes round us, to
have given a proper efplanade to the northward, caftward and fouthward
of your fort, the finking a ditch round it well palifaded, it had been
emplo(ived to a more important ufe and purpofe, and have been a fuffi-
cient diftouragement to the iovemment to have prevented any projed, or
hopes of attacking of it, with any probability of fuccefs —1I am fenfible it
will be urged, the government would havé never fulfered thefe mea-
fures; a reafoning ex poff fato will not invalidate my conclufion;; for
' ‘ had
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had it been thought of, or catried into executin, at the commfencement
of the old Suba's ficknefs, when every thing at t!;e Durbar wids in con-
fufion, and both parties there erhployed’ on their own fchemes and de-
figns, the work might have been cffefted without let or hindrance ; a
Pcrwanalh might poffibly Have reached' us, to prohibit our proceeding,
but no troops could Have been fent againft us, whillt the attentions of the
clafliing interefls at the Suba’s court were taken up in fecuring each their
own fafety on his demife. What might have been done during that fa-
vourable interval is fufficiently evident, from the alm®ft inconceivable ufé-
lefs works which we accomplithed during the fpace of a few days only;
and the fame plea which your prefident urged in his letter to the Suba,
fubfifted equally at the beginning of the old Suba’s ficknefs, when we
had reafon enough to be alarmed by the approach of a war with France.
The ruinous ftate of the line to the weftward of the fort, had been a
régroach to our fettlement, and to every thing bearing the name of for-
tifications for more than two years, and was in juft and ftrong (I will
not fay in very decent) terms reprefented in a letter to the Board, by
Mr. Jafper Leigh Jones the Captain’ of your train, I think in April or
May 1755, but no fteps were taken to repair it until we had reaon
hourly to expeé the enemy at our doors. The whole eafterly curtain
had been for many years in fo ruinous a condition as not to bear a gun;
one we fired from it, a three or four pounder, as I remember, which
made its way through the terrace ; through this curtain from the prin-
cipal gate to the north-eaft baftion, were ftruck out five or fix large win-
dows, fo many breaches made for the enemy, in a quarter too where we
were moft liable to be attacked ; and to fum up the whole, the new Goo-
downs to the fouthward, had rehdered your two foutherly baftions ufe-
lefs to eachi other, and to the whole foutherly face of the fort, which
could not be flanked'by a fingle gun from cither battion :—From a confi-
deration of thefe circumftances, joined to the incumbrance of the church
and houfes round us, and the other wants and difadvantages mentioned in
my letter of the 17th July, it is felf-evident, the place could not have
held out an haur againft an Européan enemy.

34th. The flate of your garrifon comes next under view ; a fubje@ on
which I could with my duty to your fervice would permit my filence, as
truths difagrecable to me in the recital, ard very unpleafing to you to
hear, mutt srife from the {malleft fcrutiny made in it. It is moft un-
grateful to a benevolent mind, to rchearfe the faults which may be
juttly charged cven againtt the living, much more fo againft the dead,
become fo in a great meafure by their own errors, and want of knowledge
in the duties of their profeffion; but the choice and appointment of com-
manding officers in your garrifon, is now become fo important a confide-
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ration to the well being of your fervice, that none whe would have
any claim to your favour, or would be deemed faithful to the truft
you Have repofed in them, can be vindicated in concealing the truth

from you.

sth. Your five commanding officers were Commandant Minchin,
Captains Clayton, Buchanan, Witherington, and Grant; each of thefe
gentlemen (Captain Clayton excepted) had feen fervice, either in Europe
or on the Cormandel coaft: Touching the military capacity of our Com-
mandant, 1 am a ftranger. Ican only fay, that we were unhappy in his
keeping it to himfelf, if he had any; as neither ], nor I believe any body
elfe, was witnefs to any part of his conduc, that fpoke or bore the ap-
arance of his being the commanding military officer in the garrifon,
hether this proceeded from himfelf, or his not being properly fupported
in his rank, I cannot fay; but fuch, I have heard, has been his allega-
tion and plea for his fupine remiflnefs, at a junGture which required the
exertion of every quality he could have been mafter of. Your Prefident,
1 remember, fpoke to me more than once with much uneafinefs, at the
beginning of our troubles, on the indolence of the Commandant, and
feemed to think of breaking him; had this meafure been carried into exe-
cution, it had been better for the fervice, and I think, for that gentleman
too; the difgrace would have been lefs, I believe, in the opinion of all
mankind, than that which falls on him by his quitting the fort and garrifon
in the manner he did, whilft he bore the charafer of commanding of-
ficer in it; but the mufchief was, we could not have ftopped here: the
next gentleman in command to him had never feen any fervice, and I
am forry to fay, demontftrated his want of the moft eflential requifites of
a foldier. Had both thefe gentlemen been fet afide, and the next n
command preferred to the commandantthip, it would have promifed a
happier iffue for them and us ; and moft affuredly, this was not a time to
have regarded forms or ceremony. Remuflnefs, or a deficiency of mili-
tary knowledge in commanders, when coming to ation, are equally fa-
tal in their confequences, and arc ever the parents of neglets, confufion
and diforders ; and troops, I believe, are hardly ever known to do their
duty, unlefs where they have an opinion of, 2s well as love for their
commanders. 'That neither was the cafe, with regard to the two gentle-
men above-mentioned, I believe the whole fettlement can witne(s with
me, and they were in no higher degrec of eftcem with their fubalterns
than with their foldiers. The Frcferring Captain Buchanan, who was
next in command to them, would have obviated all the difadvantages we
labour under in this particular ; 2 gentleman whofe character as a man,
and a foldier, deferved a better fate than the unhappy one which befel
him, by the errors and mifcondu@ of others : the vacant companies
Cc would
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would have been filled up with thofe, we had good reafon to think (and who
indeed proved themfelves) brave officers.~The next in command to Captain
Buchanan, in the battalion, would then have been Captain Grant ; a gentle-
man who had, during his ftay in the garrifon, remarkably exerted himfelf in
every duty which could have been ex @ed from him, and demonftrated no
want of either {pirit or military fkill, but much the contrary, The Captain
of your train was a Jaborious, acve officer, but confufed ; and would, I
believe, have few objections to his charater, diligence or condu@, had he
been fortunate in having any commander in chief to have had a proper
eye over him, and to take care that he did his duty. Here we had a fatal
inftance of a remiffnefs in command, for that we had neither a foffi-
ciency of ammunition, &c. nor that good, was doubtlefs as much the fault
of thofe above him, (whofe duty it was to have infpected his condud)
as his; but as this poor gentleman fell a facrifice, as well to his own,
as to the errors of others, they fhould be touched as lightly as poffible.

36th. Thus, Honourable Sirs, I have given you as faithful a piGture
of the commanders of your five companies as I can draw, or as I believe
can be drawn by any body elfe: three of them, my wretched compa-
pions in the Black-hole, penithed there, as did alfo all your brave fubalterns,
(Enfigns Walcot and Carftairs excepted) where I will leave them, and
proceed to confider your troops in garrifon; confifting as already men-
tioned in my letter of the 17th July, by the mufter-rolls laid before
us, about the 6th or 8th of June, of 145 in battalion, and 4§ of the
train, officers included, and in both, only 60 Europeans. We were taught
to believe, there were at all your fubordinates, at leaft 200 men, the beft
of our garrifon, viz. at Coflimbuzar 100, at Dacca about 40, at Lucky-
pore 30, and at Ballafore about the fame number ; but it is certain the
numbers there barely exceeded one hundred : Whether two hun.
dred ought to have been there, Iam not mafter enough of the fubjed to
declare ; fo am obliged here to refer to your Prefident, for your further
fatisfaction; who (or in his abfence your fecond) had always the infpec-
ton of the rolls, and muftering the men. Of thefe handful of troops in
garrifon, there were not five that had ever, I believe, feen 2 mufket fired
in anger. Had the militia of the place been (agreeably to your orders per
Godolphin, anno £751) regularly tramed to arms, they might at this
jun@ure have been a moft feafonable fupply ; but this eflential regulation,
1 am forry to fay, was totally negleted, fo that when we came to action,
there were hardly any amongft the Armenians and Portuguefe inhabitants,
and but few amongft the European militia, who knew the right from
the wrong end of their pieces. From the miliuia, about 65, chiefly Eu-
mpeaus,éentered volunteers in the battalion, (moft of them your own cove-
panted
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nanted fervants) in whofe jult praife, I can hardly fay enough. They
fuftained every hardthip of duty, greatly beyond the military themfelves ;
their addrefs in the ufe of their arms was aftonithing, the fhort time
there was to train them confidered; and though their bravery may have
been cqualled, I am fure it has not been excceded, by any fet of men
whatfoever A confiderable body of thefe, were on the Saturday morn-
ing relieved from duty, and were gone on board the fhips to depofit their
papers, or on other occafions relative to their private affairs ; as were like-
wife on the like call, many of the militia, with four of their officers, to wit,
the reverend Mr. Mapletoft Captain-licutenant, Captain Henry Wedder-
burn, Lieutenant of the firft company, and Enfigns Sumner, and Charles
Douglas, all of them gentlemen who had failed in no part of duty, either
as officers or foldiers, in the defence of the place; fo that there is no
reafon to doubt the veracity of their own affertions, in which they are
joined by the volunteers : ¢ That they had no intention, but to return
“ to the defence of the place, until they faw your Prefident, Commandant
« Minchin, Cuptain Grant and Mr. Macket, quit 1t (Meflrs. Manningham
« and Frankland having quitted it before) and a general retreat rumour-
“ed:” and indeed, immediately after, all means of returning were cut
off from them, by the falling down of every thip, veflel, and boat. Thus,
Honourable Sirs, you fee our garrifon, fmall as it was, reduced and
weakened, both in its ftrength, officers and councils, in a very important
degree, to the ditheartening thofe who ftayed, and encouragement of the
enemy; and when it is confidered, thofe remamning, including officers,
volunteers, foldiers and militia, did not exceed one hundred and feventy
men ; and that of thofe there were twenty-five killed, and about feventy
wounded, before noon the zoth, and the whole exhaufted of their
ftrength, by continual duty and action, and our people of the tiain re~
duced to fourteen only; it would not, I hope, have been wondered at,
had we furrendered your fort without parley or capitulation, though it is
certain we fhould not have furrendered ourfelves, had not our own people
forced the weftern gate during the parley ; for having no dependance on
the clemency of the enemy we had to deal with, we had meditated, in
cafe the St. George with her boats failed us, the forcing a retreat that
night, through the foutherly barrier by the river-fide, and to have marched
until we came under cover of the fhips, then lying before Surman’s gar-
den’s ; imagining the enemy would be too much employed on the plun-
der of the fort, to have molefted us greatly in our retreat.

37th. On the fecond general head I fhall have little to fay. That we
had not powder fufficient, and that we had, not good ; that we had hard-
ly any thells fitted, or fuzees fitied to them ; that there was hardly a car-
nage that would bear a gun ; that the 5o fine cannon you fent out three
Cc2 years
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years ago, 18 and 24 pounders, lay neglected under your walls ; and that
we were deficient in almoft every kind of military ftores, are all truths,
will not admit of any difpute; but who is properly accountable for thefe
defects, or under whofe immediate care or infpection they were, or ought
to have been, muft, Honourable Sirs, be determined by yourfelves.

38th. I am come now to my third and laft general head, Our own
errors; a fubjed, I am forry to declare, too fruitful of matter, though
bearing great extenuation, when it is confidered, we had in truth no mili-
tary head to guide us ; and that I may be as little tedious a poffible, I will
wave the rehearfal of our fmaller errors, and keep to thofe more capital
ones, which varioufly, in my judgment, contributed to the lofs of your
fettlement, and were the caufes of embarraffing and preventing our ge-
neral retreat, with the public and private effes depofited in your fort ;
and I thall recite thefe in order of time as they happened, that if duc heed
be paid to them, the like misfortunc may be avoided in future,

3gth. Ouvr firft capital error was, the negle@ing taking poffeffion of
Tanner’s Fort, on our provifions being prohibited the fettlement, and
when there was no force or troops there to have oppofed us ; this mea-
fure in our firlt councll of war, 1 moved and urged, with every argu-
ment 1n my power, fhould be done with 25 or 30 men, and a party of
Buxerries, and that a battery of fix guns thould be immediately ereted
there towards the northward or land-fide. In this motion I was ftrongly
feconded by Monf. Ia Beaumes, and I think Captain Grant only, and con-
fequently it was over-ruled. The utility I thought evident; it would
have fecured provifions from the other fide of the river, or the Suba muft
have divided his force ; it would have fecured the retreat of the thipping ;
1t might have been a retreat to ourfelves, or if at laft drove from it, we
had it ftill in our power to deftroy it, in fuch a manner as to have render-
ed it ufelefs, and prevent its proving a troublefome thorn in our fides,
which it may poffibly yet be, if ever we advance again to retake your
fettlement, as our fhips muft pafs within almoft piftol-fhot of it. The
Gentlemen faw the utility of this meafure too late; our fhips were fent
down to attempt the poffeflion of 1t; a great deal of ammunition was
fruitlefily thrown away againft it ; our fhips received much damage, and
were obliged to make an inglorious retreat, to the no fmall encourage~
ment of the enemy and our difgrace : and to fum up all the misfortunes
attending this error, our thips in their flight, with that part of the colony
who left the fort, were, from the fire they were obliged to fuftam from
this fort, and the little order obferved amongft themfelves, thrown into
fsch confufion that feveral ran a-fhore, and fome, the richeft in the flect,
fell into the enemy’s hands, and were plundered,

4oth,
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4oth. Our fecond capital etror, with our fmall and untrained garrifon,
was, I conceive, raifing the three advanced pofts and batteries to the
northward, eaftward, and fouthward, and the gaol, which anfwered no
urpofe, but exhaufting, harrafling, and deftroying the few people we
ad. If we, in place of this meafure, had kept our force more united,
withdrawn Picard and his party from Baagbazar, and taken pofitflion
with our mufquetry of the church, the Company’s, Meflts, Cruttenden’s,
Egyres’s, and Omychund’s houfes, the enemy could not have approached
us without infinite lofs, and with hardly any probabulity of fuccefs. From
thefe pofts, clofe under the cover of our guns, our troops could hardly
have been attacked, much lefs been diflodged, as we had fufficient proofs
afterwards when the out-pofts were withdrawn ; or if there had appeared:
a neceffity of abandoning them, their retreat to the fort was fecure ; con-
fiderably lefs than half the troops ftationed at the out-pofts would have
been fufficient for this fervice, and this important confequence had follow-
ed, a regular relief for duty, of which we had none, as things were un-
happily conducted, nor would that infinite confufion and diforder 1n the
fort have enfued, which did on withdrawing thefe batteries ; the fort had
been in a manner left defencelefs for the fupport of them, and little bene-
fited by the return of troops, fatigued and hardly able to ftand.——You
have, Honourable Sirs, an exa& plan of your fettlement, and of every
Toufe in it, on infpe&tion of which, you wil, at one view, fee the inutility
of thefe three principal out-pofls, That to the northward was ereGed
to defend the pafs between the corner of Mr. Griffith’s houfe and the
river-fide, a precaution totally ufelefs, as you will find Mr. Griffith’s
houfe, your falt-petre Godowns, and the whole ftreet were commanded
by the guns on the north-caft baftion, within lefs than mufket-thot of
ur fort. That to the eaft-ward, at the Court-houfe, you will find
commanded by the battery over the eaftern gate, and from the old and
new fouth-caft baftions within mufket-fhot. That to the fouthward was
not indeed commanded by any gun from the fort, but field-pieces ad-
vanced a few paces without your eaftern gate, would not only have com-
manded that, but the other two principal avenues to the fort, if the battery
on the gate, and the north eaft baftion had not been deemed a fufficient
defence agantt the approach of the eaemy ; and had they advanced by
the ditch to the fouthward of the burying-ground, and up the avenue be-
tween that and my houfe, or penetrated through the burying-ground, we
fhll had nothing to apprehend from: them, as the whole fyuare between
the foutherly face of the fort and the hofpital, and gate of the burying—
ground, was commanded not only by the new fouth-caft baftion, but by
feven four pounders on the new Godowns, and our fmall arms from.
thence and the Company’s houfe. Had the difpofivon I have mentioned
been made, and the walls of the Lot Baag and thofe oppofite the Come
»
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’s houfe been levelled, it is more than probable the Suba at laft would
m been obliged to retreat with his army; for it is plain he bad noge
with him capable of ereting any battery that could have hurt us, (that
which did us moft damage being our own 18 pounders turned againft us
from the Court houfe) and with their fmall arms, there was hardly a
poflibility of approaching near enough to have affected us.——My con-
clufions, Honourable Sirs, are on this head, the refult of reafon, and a
late fatal experience, and not of art, for I am no foldier ; but I cannot
help thinking fuch would have been the falutary difpofition, had we been
happy enough to have had a foldier at the head, or a chief commanding
officer in any degree fkilled in the art of defence; but, in place of it,
lines were foimed, which required ten times the number of men to de-
fend : lucky we were in having an enemy who had as little fkill and ad-
drefs in the attack, as we in the defence, and much lefs refolution, or on
the night of the 16th or 17th, they might have entered at four different
pofts, and cut off the retreat to the fort of each of the five advanced bat-
teries (including Baagbazar and the gaol) for not a gun could have been
fired to cover their retreat, but muft have been equally levelled at our
own troops as at the enemy. In the avenues between Mefirs. Coale’s and
Omychund’s houfes we funk a ditch and threw up a bank within, which
poft, for want of people, was truiled to the guard of four pykes only.
The importance of this poft will appear in a moment, (from the plan of
your fettlement before you) through which the enemy might have thrown
ten thoufand men into the very center of our lines, before, or as foon as
we could have known any thing of the matter. In the avenue north of
the Court-houfe Tank or pond was another ditch funk, which, from the
fame caufe, was little better defended than the former. From the fouth-
<aft angle of the park, to the corner of Mr, Lafcell’s houle, was a third,
defended by a corporal and fix men. The fourth was at the entrance into
the fquare of the Lefler Tank, Mr. Putham’s houfe, and defended by a
detachment from the fouth advanced battery ; at neither of thefe four
intermediate pofts were planted a fingle cannon, and they might have
been forced in the night, without the lofs ef ten men to the enemy, and
the negle& of it coft them fome thoufands. I am the more particular on
this fubje@, in proof of the error I have here cenfured, becaufe, from
the plan before you, you will be convinced, that the forcing any one of
them in the night, would have intercepted the retreat to the fort of the
troops flationed at all the advanced batteries, and caufed the immediate
furrender of the fort; and points out, not only the danger and inutility
of thefe batteries, but the impropriety of forming an extent of line we
had not men to defend. And to compleat our blunders in engineering,
a trench was funk through your park, from North to South, within hutle
more than half mufket-thot of your baftions, the carth of which proved

; (after
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(after the advanced batteries were withdrawn) a fecure Breaft-work to the
enemy, and from whence they did us the greateft injury with their fmall
arms. We were, it is plain, engineers in theory only, with the additional
misfortane, that thofe in fuperior command either had no judgment in
the direction, or did not chufe to fhow it, whilft others who had probab-
ly better, could not with propriety interfere ; to which I may add, we
had neither time for projeCtion or execution ; a flill further proof we
fhould have remained fatisfied in occupying the houfes round us, and truft-
ed to our fort only.

41ft. A third error, and which I efleem a capital one, was the negle®-
ing to attack the rear of that body of troops which fupported the enemy’s
12 pounder, in the attack of the gaol the 18th. This body confifted of
sooo chofen men and officers.  The troops that defended this poft fuf-
tained the enemy’s attack for fome time in the open road, before the gaol,
with two field-pieces and their {fmall arms ; but being entirely open to
the enemy, and having fome killed and feveral wounded, they were ob-
liged at laft to retreat under cover into the gaol with their field-pieces,
baving before prepared two embrazures for them in the wall, which
commanded the avenue through which the enemy was advancing,
and the poft was obftinately and gallantly defended for a great while,
under the command of Monf. la Beaume and Enfign Carftairs. Dur-
ing the attack of this poft, and juft after the troops retreated into the
geol, we projected at the center advanced battery, the attacking the
enemy in the rear, with 25 or 30 men and two field-pieces, to be
marched from the North battery, whilft we advanced two more from.
our poft, with all our infantry and mulitia, and joined the troops at the
gaol to make one general fally and attack on them in front, whiltt
the detachment from the northward fell on the rear by order of Captain
Clayton, who commanded at the center advanced battery. I wrote ftre-
nuoufly to the Prefident, to let him know our intentions, and requefted:
he would inftantly order the detachment, with a couple of field-pieces,
to advance into the middle road on the enemy’s rear ; to which we receiv-
ed anfwer, “ That it was impoffible, there were not men to fend.” The
error I cenfure on this incident, is the not fufficiently confidering the im-
portance of it, and the troops that might have been without danger or
inconvenience detached on this fervice, had the North advanced battery
been divefted entirely of the mufketry ftationed there, and with the vo-
lanteers fnt out, the poft would have run ne rifgue, whilft there remain-
ed only a fingle officer, and people of the train fufficient to attend the
battery ; or on the march of the detachment, (if it-had been judged ne-
ceflary) that battery might have been reinforced with a detachment of
the militia from the fort, as ours at the center battery had been the 17th
at night, under Enfign Charles Douglas, when Captain Clayton was or-
dered.
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deted on a piquet of 5o men, to fecure the retreat of Licutenant Blagg,
and the tioops from Baagbazar ; or fome peorle might bave been draught-
ed off from the fouth advanced battery, which had not once been (nor
was likely to be) attacked : the misfortune of this negle@t will beft ap-
penr from the almoft certan confequences which would have attended
the carrying it into cxecution.  There was no impediment that could have
obftruéted the detachment’s arriving directly clofe on the back of the ene-
my, who would have been between two fires, without hardly a poffibility
of a tithe of the whole body efcaping a repulfe and flaughter, which, T
am convinced, would have ftruck fuch a panick into the enemy, as, in
all human probability, had obliged the Suba to have retreated, and dropt
Ins defigns againft us.——Touching this ertor, I am far from blaming
the Prefident; 1 only regret his musfortune of having no commanding
military officer near him, who could have feen at firlt fight, and convine-
¢d him of the important ufe this fally would have been to the fervice.

42d. The abandoning the center advanced battery, at the Court-houfe,
has by fome been afferted as the caufe of the lofs of the fort, and confe-
quently comes under the head of our errors, and requires confideration in
the fourth place, the more fo as 1 am convinced much ftrefs will be laid on
this caufe, by thoft who are totally ftrangers to the fituation of things at
that battety, or the reafons which made it needful o abandon it. — This
poft was commanded by Capt. Clayton as eldeft Captain (next to the Com-
mandant) myfelf as Captain of the firft company of militia, was ftationed
under him. ~ At this battery, with a detachment of the militia, we had on
the whole, inclnding officers, battalion volunteers, muilitia, and train, about
9o men and 15 Buxerries, two fix pounders mounted on the battery, two
field-pieces, and two 18 pounders.—From the moft fuperficial view of this
poft, it was evident, to any capacity, that the enemy would never venture
to make an open attack againft it ; our mutketry, for this reafon, became
ufelefs at the battery ; the manifeft and only fervice that could be made of
of them, was ftationing them in the houfes round us which commanded
the battery, and the lefler avenues leading toit; but this very important ftep
not feeming to be attended toby Captain Clayton, myfelf, and Captain Henry
Wedderburn my Licutenant, took the liberty to reprefent to him, the utility
and abfolute neceflity of this meafure. Piqued, I fear, that a thing fo obvi-
ous did pot occur to himfelf, he replied, there were not men enough; he
would not weaken his poft ; though this moft certainly was the only means
of firengthening it.  As often as we urged it, he perfifted in his error; the
confequence was natural; the enemy benefited by our negle, took poflef-
fion of every houfe round us, and of the play-houfe alfo, after the gaol was
abandoned in the afternoon, and from thence by half paft four in the after-
noon, were breaking out feveral loop-holes bearing on our battery.  About
this
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this time the enemy had forced the pafs by My. Putham’s houfe, and had
got in multitudes within our lines; they had obliged the detachment from
Captain Buchanan’s poft, under Licutenant Blagg, to retreat to the South
battery. ‘They bad alfo obliged the guard by Mr. Laflell’s houfe (which
we from our poft had reinforced with two Serjeants and 20 men) to retire,
and were feemingly advancing to attack our poft in flank, through the Lell
Basg, and intercept our retreat; but having brought one of the 18 Pounders
to bear upon them, and fweep the whole eafterly fide of the lefler great Tank,
we ftopped their career with much flaughter ; the fort at the fame time
keeping a warm firg upon them from the baftions. Thus circumftanced,
Capt. Clayton ordered me (I think about five in the afternoon) to go down
to the fort, and reprefent the ftate of the battery, and receive orders, whether
the poft thould be withdrawn or maintained. The orders were to withdraw
it immediately, and fpike up the cannon we could not bring off. I re-
turned with thefe orders, and, to my aftonithment, found the two 18 poun-
ders, and one of the fix pounders on the battery fpiked up, and the poft in
fuch confufion as bars nlfgckription. There was nothing could have pre-
vented our bringing off the cannon, and making the moft regular and foldier-
like retreat, had we been commanded by an officer of refolution and judg-
ment ; but as it was, our retreat had more the appearance of a confufed rout,
bringing off only one field-piece, and the cannon fpiked with fo little art,
that they were eafily driﬂeffn?tumed againt us. The orders for with-
drawipg this poft circumftenced as it then was, carried the utmoft propriety
with it (the enemy having then made lodgments in the theatre and houfes
clofe round us) for though with our cannon and cohorn fhells advanced
without the battery, we diflodged the enemy from two of the houfes, to wit,
Mr. Bourchier’s, and that formerly belonging to Mr. Twifs; yet, in an
hour more, not a maa could have appeared on the battery, or ftirred in or
out of the Court-houfe, without being a dead-mark to the enemy ; to fay no-
thing to our people’s having been needlefily fatigued and harrafled, to fuch
adegree, that I believe, in two hours more not a man of us would have had
ftrength enough to have walked to the fort. On the orders being iffued
for abandoning our poft, precipitate orders were fent to Captain Buchanan,
and Captain-lieatenant Smith, immediately to withdraw from the other two
advanced batteries, and fpike up their canpon. The reafon pleaded and
urged jn defence of this hafty fiep, was theabfolute neceffity of doing it as
foon g5 the center battery was withdrawn, To this I am ob‘iged to object,
as & reafon very infufficient : if any reafons at all fubfifted, for their being
areded and maintsined prior to the withdrawing the center battery, they
fubfifted as much, if not more, afterwards ; at leaft, there was no caufe in
natuse for the order for {piking up the cannon, 'The South advanced bat-
tery had never beep attacked, tlgie northerly had, in the morning, and repulfed

the enemy 5 the oply circumftance to be apprehended, was the retreat of the
. Dd troops
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troops being cut off, which was eafily guarded againtt, as we knew the enemy
was within our lines. A referve battery had been thrown up acrofs the
principal fouth avenue, juft oppofite to the Company’s houfe, and clofe un-
der the cover of the guns from the two foutherly baftions, with intention
that Captain Buchanan’s command thould retire to it with its cannon, in cafe
he was obliged to retire from the advanced battery at the bridge ; but this
was never thought of. At this referve battery they could not be attacked,
without infinite lofs to the enemy; nor flanked from the entrenchment cut
through the park or Lott Baag, which, in its whole length, was fcoured by
our fmall arms from the church; that and Mr. Eyre’s houfe being taken
poffeffion of on abandoning the center battery, which likewife fecured the
retreat of Captain-lieutenant Smith’s command ; fo that there could be no
realon of quitting either of thefe pofts in the precipitate manner they did,
which was the caule of infinite confufion amongft ourfelves, and of no fmall
encouragement to the enemy, and proves 2 fupport to the cenfure I think I
have juttly pafled on our fecond capital error, that it had been a happy inci-
dent if thefe out-pofts had never been thought of. I muft not quit this
fubje@, without doing particular juftice to Lieutenant Blagg and 10 of
our volunteers, (eight of them your covenanted fervants) viz. Mefiis. Law,
Lllis, Took, N. Drake, Charles Smith, Wilkinfon, Dodd, Knapton, Wil-
liam Parker and Macpherfon ; thefe Gentlemen were detached from Captain
Buchanan’s poft, to fuftain a Serjeant and 16 men pofted in Mr. Goddard’s
houfe, to defend the poft at Mr. Putham’s, and threw themfelves into Captain
Minchin’s houfe, from the top of which they made a great flaughter of the
enemy ; and when that poft was forced, the Serjeant and his men made a
precipitate retreat to the battery, without once thinking of the Gentlemen
pofted at Captain Minchin’s, where thefe had a long and bloody confi& with
a number of the enemy, moft unequal, and at laft forced a retreat, glorious to
themfelves, but with the lofs of two of their fmall detachment, viz. Meflrs,
Smith and Wilkinfon, who by miftake were feparated from the body ; the
fift refuled quarter, and killed five of the enemy before he fell ; the other
called for quarter, but was denied 1t, and cut to pieces.

43d. I have now brought you, Honourable Sirs, to the fifth and laft ac
of our tragedy of errors, which brought on as fatal and melancholy a cata-
ftrophe, 1 believe, as ever the annals of any people, or colony of people, fuffer-
ed fince the days of Adam; to wit the Governor, Mefl. Manningham, Frank-
land, Macket, the principal officers, and a confiderable part of the colony,
abandoning your fort, effects and garrifon, with the thips and veffels, where-
by the retreat of thofe who remained were to all intents and purpofes cut off,
to the number of about 170 perfons, and left a facrifice to an exafperated and
mercilefs enemy; amongft thofe four of your council, a great number of
your principal and valuable covenanted fervants, three mulitary Cq;tains,
everal
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feveral Commanders of thips, eight or nine commiffioned officers, many of
the principal inhabitants, and others. Our proceedings in this difirefsful fitu-
ation, I have in few words fammed up 1n my letter of the 1;th July from
the capital of the province, which 1 beg leave to repeat here, left that letter
by any accident fhould not have reached you. ¢ Mr. Pearke’s waving lus
right of feniority, he, and the gentlemen 1n council, with the unanunous ap-
proval of the gentlemen in the fervice, the garrifon and ihalntants, clected
me their Governor and Admimftrator of your affairs during the troubles, and
fufpended your Prefident, and Meflrs. Manningham, Frankland, and Mac-
ket, from your fervice, for their breach of truft; as alfo the mibitary officers
who accompanied them.”  In my letter above referred to, I indifcriminately
blamed the whole who had left us, in which I may well be excufed, for I
had it not then in my power to make the juft diftinétions and exceptions I
have here already done; for, in truth, it can be incumbent only on your
governor, and commander in chief, and the gentlemen of council, and the
officers who accompanied him in this defection, to vindicate, 1f poflible, this
piece of conduét ; nor can it be wondered at, that thofe nesther 1n truft nor
command, thould quit a caufe, where thofe who bore the higheft diftinions
1n both, deferted it: That the fort was not tenable, is a truth cannot be con-
tradicted, any more than that a general retreat, with all its effects public and
private, might, with eafe, have been effected, had thofe on whom it refted
done their duty. When I mention a general retreat, I would be under-
ftood to mean no more than the European inhabitants, the garrifon and their
families ; as for the mulutudes of others that were (by an infatuation not to
be accounted for) admutted into the fort, to the number of 6coo at leaft,
they muft have been abandoned ; they would have fuffered nothing by being
left behind, and would have caufed much embarrafiment and diftiefs to the
whole by being embarked. As I have before done juftice to the officers of
militia and others, who were embarked without (Iam convinced) having
any intention of abandoning the fort, I muft in this place hkewife render
juftice, to the beft of my knowledge and information, to the chara&er of
one of your Board, Mr. William Mackett: This gentleman had the com-
mand of the fecond company of militia, and went to fee hus lady /and chil-
dren) on board the Dodaly the 18th at night, where he left her dangeroufly
ill about 11, and returned to the fort, though the firongeft perfuafions, I am
well informed, were uled to detain him on board. Could any confideration
or plea have been prevalent enough to fhake that of honour, the fituation of
this gentleman’s family, joined to thofe perfuafions, would have determined
his flay ; but he returned to the duty his honour called him to, and with the
confent and approbation of Mrs, Mackett. Early on the morning of the 1gth,
the Prefident, Mr. Mackett, the Reverend Mr. Mapletoft, myfelf and others,
were employed in cutting open the bales of cotton, and filling it in bags, to
carry upon the parapets; then (I rccgl;&) Mr. Mackett intimated to me

2 the
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the unhappy condition he left his lady in the preceding night, and expreffed
his dcfire and intention to ftep on board for five minutes, to fee her: That
this was the fole motive of his going, without any defign of abandoning
the fort, Tam convinced of ; and s, I think, proved by the whole of his be-
haviour during the fiege, and his return to the fort from the Dodaly the pre-
ceding night.  With equal pleafure I would embrace any, even probable,
appearance to juflify the conduct of your other fervants in higher truft;
againft whom, I with more real concern fay, the charge lies too heavy and
obvious to admit of extenuation. The proof, and fupporting this charge,
I could with a tafk impofed on any body elfe; but unluckily, none but my-
felf isequal to it, as none can be fo well acquainted with the circumftances
attending it; and however galling the remembrance of my own chains,
fufferings and loffes may be, they fhall not influence me to deviate from truth,
though fuch remembrance may urge me to terms of feeming bitternefs,
hardly unavoidable, when thofe fufferings can be attributed to nought but the
unaccountable conduc I am now impeaching—a conduc which (however
palliated by a thoufand frivolous reafons) will juftly lay your prefident and
Mefl. Manningham and Frankland open to the cenfure of breach of truft,
of the higheft imprudence and inconfiftence, and prove them ftrangers to
the very ditates of humanity.

44th.  In what degreeeither of the above-named gentlemen may appear
lefs culpable than the others, or really are fo, is not my bufinefs to deter-
mine;; this, Honourable Sirs, I will leave to your judgments and fentence,
whilft I give you as faithful a ftatement of the facts, as 1n my power ; that
Mefl. Manningham and Frankland’s falling down from the fort with the
Dodaly, and refufing to return to it, and join our Councils the night of the
18th, though more.than once fummoned to it by your prefident, were the
primary caufes of all the confufion that infued, will, Ithink, hardly admit
of contelt. The defence thefe Gentlemen make to exculpate themfelves,
ftands on the face of the Fulta confultations of the 14th of July laft, and is
1cphed to by me, on my retarn from Ballafore, in aletter to the board at
Fulta, undei date the 2 5th of October latt, a copy of which I hereunto an-
nex, the departure of the Dodaly (of which thofe gentlemen were part
owners) and their refufal to return, were the caufe of jealoufies and fears,
which otherwife would never have exifted; and the garrifon were well vin-
diated in their conclufions, that when gentlemen, who bore the moft dif-,
tinguifhed characers both civil and military, had quitted and refufed to re-
tun to their truft, and duty, every man was providing for himflf the beft
he could. The Captain of the Dodaly exculpates himfelf, by produciag
from your prefident an order of the 15th of June, purporting, that he
fhould obey all fuch orders as he fhould receive from himfelf or Mr. Man-
ningham; and thefe Gentlemen take the advantage of this order, to prl:)vp
their
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their power, and extenuate their departing with the thip; a power which
devolved to Mr, Manningham for quite another purpofe, and cannot be
wrefted, with cither truth or propriety, to the purpole it is now produced
to ferve, as your prefident can well witnefs. The infpe&ion and neceflary
orders to be iffued in matters relatve to the Marine, was offered and un-
dertaken by Mr. Manningham, to cafc the prefident, and not with the in-
tention that he fhould be thereby impowered to diftrefs him and the garri-
fon with the defecion of that fhip, and of quitting a truft which opened
the way, and was, I believe, in fome meafure, the caufe of your prefi-
dent’s quitting his truft alfo on the fucceeding morning, though I offer it
not in fufficient vindication of a condué not to be vindicated in one who
bore the character of governor and commander in chief of your fort and
garrifon. That things were in the utmoft confufion I admit; that no
proper order, rule o1 command was obferved, is moft true ; that the pro-
ceedings of Mefl. Manningham and Frankland were fufpicious and alarming,
I grant; buton whom will all this reflec and recoil? Had, on the firft
retufal thefe gentlemen made to join our councils at this important jun&ure,
the thip been remanded back, under the cover of our guns, and a detach-
ment {ent to bring them to their duty, in place of their being fuffered to
wait for one to dcfgend the fhip from the hazard they themfelves had brought
her into, without orders or knowledge of any one n the garrifon, the mea-
fure would have fpoke the governor and commander in chief, a thoufand
mufchicfs had been avouded, nor he himfelf reduced the next day to the un-
happy dilemma which at laft ended 1 his following their example, to the
deftruction of th fe left behind ; and with the knowledge, that neither the
Company’s treafure, books, or effential papers were embarked, no more
than the immenfe property then depofited in the fort, confifting of your
own effe@s and of a multitude of others, left miferable and indigent by
the defertton, 1n having all means cut off from them of faving it, and with
thofe very {hips that were employed and detained for its prefervation. For-
titude is not given to every one ; and I may moft juftly plead excufe for
any failure arifing from our want of military knowledge ; it could not be
expeted from us, but every aék of common prudence will : If the lives of
fo many biave and valuable men, who perifhediby this condu@®, merited no
regud, the gentlemen’s own fupport with their Employers dcpended on
their having a regard to their effeéts entrufted to their charge; as treafurers,
it was mcumbent chicfly on them to fee that the treafure was embatked ;
this was a meefure judged eligible in a Council of War, before the fort was
judged not t.nable, and fure ought immediately to have been carried nto
execution. That Coolevs could not be obtained to casry that and the Com-
pany’s books off, as 2'ledged on the face of the Fulta confultations, muaft
appear to every b.dy then in garrifon, and indeed to the whole world, a
pretence to palliate 2 ncedlefs pannic, diforder and neglect. That mo:z
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and eflect. wory (it night embarked, is a truth known to every body;
and on fuppofition there was not a Cooly in the fort, a fingle Topaz could
have embarked the laft yea’s books, the confultations and effential papers.
But 1t muft appear a fact beyond contradiction, that thefe, and every thing
elft, were facrificed and abandoned to the confideration of thefe gentle-
men’s own fafety ; though that no ways endangered, but from the fteps
taken to { cure 1t, for hud we been joined 1n our councils, and the fhips
continued under the proteCtion of our guns, or brought back, and any the
leaft command cxerted, we had itin our power to leave the Suba the bare
walls of you: fort only, without a gun in it that would have been of any
ufe to him, or injury to us or the flupping. Had we remained united in
our force, and proper fpirit fhewn, and examples made, what could have
bheen apprehended from a few drunken Dutch foldiers, or a few feditions
among the rabble of the militia; the prefident, council, officers, gentle-
men w the fervice, volunteers, and principal inhabitants, were furely more
than equal to quell any tumult that could have been raifed by thofe, to have
obftructed an oiderly retreat with every thing of value depofited in the fort.
11ad thus been done with proper coolnefs and refolution, and the whole
colony proceeded as early in Auguft as the fleet could pufh out to Fort St.
George, with the effets, public and private, immenfe had been the gan to
Loth; there proper meafures might have been expeditioufly confulted and
adopted, for the re-eftablithment of the fettlement ; and the remains of our
thattered and diftrefled colony would have found repofe and fhelter : this
ftep would have been eligible, even in the wretched circumftances they re-
tired ; but the misfortune is, errors are fruitful, and generally beget one
another, the pwnmic which feized the gentleman 10 command, never loft
its influence; the little faved was, in the general confufion, loft,at Tanners
and Buzbudgea; and in place of continuing their rout to Fort St. George,
the alternative of refiding at Fulta was determined on, and fuch advices for-
warded to that prefidency by Mr, Manningham, as made it a cafe of neceflity
to remain there, under fuch difadvantages and diftreffes as I believe hardly
ever a wretched people laboured, and atan immenfe expence to yourfelves
in fupporting the colony, and freight of (hips for their reception and defence ;
part of your expence, indeed, daily leflened, by the multtude of deaths
here, which has proved a grave to a large portion of the colony, and to
more than half the detachment and officers, fent under Major Kilpatrick ; all
which might have been avoided by a prudent procedure to Madrafs, as above,
Why this was not done, in preference to the advices fent, and our muferable
refidence here, I am a ftranger, and have not yet received or heard one tole-
rable reafon to fupport the meafure. It has been alledged, the quitting the
river would have been giving up the caufe; had this been done, it would
have been only giving up a caufe already loft, and which they themfelves
had firft abandoned : the fleet's quitting the river, would have lulled the

enemy
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enemy into a fecurity which would greatly have facilitated the retaking your
fettlement; whereas our refidence in it has kept them on the alarm, and

parations are made for the defence of it, which probably would never
El:ve been thought of. Nor is it poffible, in my conception, to account for
this ftrange perfeverance in mifery, and heavy charge to yourfelves, but from
two motives, which fwayed the councils of thofe gentlemen who bad
quitted your fort, garnfon and cffe@s, whilft they bore the characters of
command in it. Confcious and felf-convi@ted of a condud not to be vindi-
cated, it became neceffary that one of their own body (hould be difpatched to
give the firft impreffion of it; had they proceeded with the colony, a hundred
mouths would have been open to report their conduct as well as their own,
This, Honourable Sirs, muft, I think, have been the principle they a&ed on,
to allow them the thadow of confiftence, if the gentlemen fupport their re-
maining 10 the river from other even probable reafons, I will be the firft to
retra® my fentiments; not my fentimentsalone, but that of near the whole
colony. More, I think, I need not fay in fupport of my charge againft
thefe gentlemen; that they juftly incur the cenfure of breach of truft, have
a&ed with the greateft imprudence, and been confiftent 1n nothing but errors,
from the firft moment they meditated abandoning your fort in the manner
they did. Itremains only that I prove they might fafely have retrieved this
unhappy ftep, by areturn to it with all the thips; and that, by this neglec,
they not only further merit the cenfure I have already paffed on them, but
that of being ftrangers alfo to the very dicates of humamity.

45th. The Dodaly (with Meflrs, Maningham and Frankland) and fome
other veflels, fell down the river the 18th at night  Your piefident, with
the reft of the fhips, veflels and boats, followed them the 1gth, about nine
in the forenoon; they lay in fight of our fort, and flag flying, until the
zoth.  About 11 1n the forenoon, we faw the St. Geoige, our lalt refource,
was a-ground, and could not come down to our fuccour, and heaid us en-
gaged with the enemy during all this period. — They kncw the defperate
ftate they had left and abandoned us m, without all poflibility or means to
efcape or retreat; and this their own doing : They were fenfible, we had
not ammunition to defend the fort two days, or, if we had, that our ftrength,
with continued fatigue, watching, and a&on, was exhauited, and that we
were reduced to the wretched alternatives of either {acnificing ow lives, by
refolving to die fword 1n hand, or furrender ourfelves to an cnraged and
mercilefs enemy ; and yet neither fhups, veflel, or boat, weie fent to fa-
vour our retreat, enquire what was our fate, or whether we exifted, or had
penthed. To palliate this, (I believe, unequalled inhumanity) the danger
of returning with the thips has been, I hear, alleged. — Capt. Grant, n
lus letter to us, in vindication of himfelf, the 20th Auguft, afferts, he
more than once urged your Prefident to move up with all the fhups and
9 ﬂOO}\S
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floops before the fort, once in the prefence of Capt. Young, Commander
of the Dodaly, who reprefented it as a dangerous attempt. I fubmit it to
you, honourable Sirs, to determine, whether your Prefident ought to have
remained fatisfied with an anfwer of this kind, or whether the fhips
would have run greater rifk in moving up to the fort, than they did in
moving down from it; or if there actually had been danger in the attempt,
of which there was not even the thadow, whilft we remained in poffeffion
of the fort, was the prefervation of fo many brave and valuable men as were
cooped up in it, with your treafure, effe@s, books, &c. of fuch fmall efti-
mation with gentlemen, as not to ment one attempt tp retrieve them,
though even this attempt had been attended with danger ? But it has been
urged, that they were at no certainty whether we were in pofleffion of the
fort, or not ; and by fome conjeCtured, that we had furrendered, or the
place had been taken by affault, and that the flag was only kept flying by
the enemy to decoy the ﬂycct back. — But if thefe were the doubts that ac-
tuated them, why did they not fatisfy themfelves? A fingle floop or boat
fent up the night of the 1gth, might have hailed us from the baftions,
without rifk, even if the place had been in pofleflion of the enemy,
the contrary of which they would have been afcertained of and the fleet
might have moved up that night. This motion would have put freth fpi-
rits into us, and given difmay to the enemy, already not a little dithearten-
ed by the numbers flain in the day when diflodged from the houfes round
us, and otherwife, particularly by our fhells and cannon at Lady Ruffel’s
and the Court-houfe. Had the thips moved up, and our forces reunited,
and part of the ammunition on board them been difembarked for the
fervice of the fort, the Suba might at laft have been obliged to retreat with
his army, or at worft the effets might have been fhipped off the 20th,
even in the face of the enemy, without their having power to obftruct
it, and a general retreat made of the whole garrifon, as glorious to our-
felves, all circumftances confidered, as a victory would have been; the
Gentlemen would then have found a plan ready formed, to the minuteft
circumftance, for a general retreat, that would have been attended with
no diforder, confufion, or difficulty, if proper refolution and command
had appeared: Had your Prefident, as was incumbent on him, hoifted
his flag on board the Dodaly, of which he was likewife part owner,
and moved up even the 20th, not a man or veffel but would have fol-
lowed him, and he would then have been early enough to have given a new
face to things; but, in place of that, he rendered himflf totally inex-
cufable, by not only quitting us himfelf, but in telling others, and amongft
them fome of the Officers of the Mulitia then on board the Dodaly, That
the retreat was general ; thereby cooling the refolutions and endeavours of
thofe who were returning to us, and had never once entertained a thought
of quitting the fort. The want of boats has been another caufe allegfed
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for a general retreat not being practicable. Were there any grounds for
this affertion, where did the fault lie? Though there might have been
few boats at the Crane Gat, when the Prefident went off, yet it is a known
truth, that the wharfs to the right and left were lined with them, and that
not one of them flirred from the thore, until immediately after he put off,
when they all rowed acrofs the river, moft of them with grain on board ;
and this defertion occafioned by neglect of the obvious meafure of having
a fufficient guard over them. But to obviate every excufe that can poffibly
be urged againft the facility with which we could have made the retreat
general, T will fuppofe there had not a country-boat exifted, thofe belong-
ing to the fhips, and the fmall craft, brought clofe in fhore would have
been amply fufficient to have embarked the effecs, garrifon, and their
families, which we had not at all defpaired of effe@ting, even with the
Saint George’s three or four boats, (had fhe happily come down to our fuc-
cour) and the affiftance of Captain Witherington’s pinnace, then lying at
the Crane. But, in fhort, Honourable Sirs, 1t is not to be wondered at,
that, in a panick fuch as evidently poffeffed thofe in the chief command and
dire@ion, means the moft obvious fhould either not occur, or be neglected ;
nor that handles, the moft weak and improbable, fhould be laid hold of,
to extenuate the condué refulting from it:  As fuch I think myflf jufti-
fied, in treating every reafon advanced in vindication of thefe gentlemen
Iguittmg the fort in the manner they did, and not returning, when it was
o demonttrably in their power, and thereby lofing the means of faving your
treafure, books, and effects; of preferving the lives of the many gallant
worthy men, who perifhed in their defence, and thus fell a facrifice; of
preventing the tears of the fatherlefs children and widows, left deftitute
and unhappy, as well as thofe of the many parents and relations, deprived
thus of the ornaments of their families, in the miferable deaths of 2 num-
ber of the moft promifing youths you ever had in your fervice ; and latly,
of faving myfelf, and others, your faithful fervants, from chains, thame, and
imprifonment, with other diftreffes and fufferings hardly to be defcribed.

46th. This fubje®, Honourable Sirs, difagreeable as itis, I muft not
quit, without fpeaking to an afpeifion which has been fpread in the fleet,
and I doubt not elfewhere, that *¢ thofe who were left behind, and fome
« of the principal of them intended going, had not the means of doing
“ it been cut off from them, and fo made 2 virtue of neceffity.” This af-
fertion I will venture to term bold as well as bafe, being founded on the
canje&ure only of fome, with important hopes to reduce others on a level
with themfelves; the intentions of the heart are impenetrable but to the
breaft it dwells in, therefore I can only fay, I folemnly believe that not a
man left in the fort had any intention or defign of quirting 1t, but in a ge-
neral retreat, nor could ought be difcovered in their behaviour, that eitl‘;cg
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did then or could fince give me caufe to alter my fentiments,  As to my-
felf, aganft whom I don’t queftion but this flander is chiefly aimed ; it has
alfo been as audacioufly faid, that I was not only privy to your prefident’s
going away, but was to have gone with him ; of both he has honourably
and publickly acquitted me; my knowing myfelf free from this fcandalous
imputation of intending to quit your fort (otherwife than in a general re-
treat) is not enough, 1t 1s my duty to convince my Honourable Mafters like-
wife, that fuch could not be my defign ; if it had, my motives were fupe-
rior, the means equally in my power, and the refleCtion lefs in proportion
to the lefs command and truft invefted in me. Thefe gentlemen declare
they embarked no private effedts belonging either to themfelves or confti-
tuents. The Diligence Snow now lying at my Gat, I fent orders the 18th
afternoon fiom the outer battery, to embark my cath, plate, effential pa-
pers, and fome jewels, in all to the value of about fifty to fifty-two
thoufand Arcot Rupees, which was done by my own people, my fer-
vants having before brought me word every Cooley in the fettlement was
employed n emptying the rice boats at the factory, fo that they could not
get people to carry them to the fort, where moft people’s valuable effeds
were depofited ; my Godowns being unfortunately full of heavy and cum-
beifome goods, there was no poffibility of embarking them, or depofiting
them in the fort, and my houfe fo far detached as furely to be one of the
firlt poffeffed and plundered by the enemy, which fo happened. — Had my
intention been to abandon the fettlement, the temptation was great, and
ftil greater, as the whole remains of my fortune then in Calcutta were em-
baiked, the means 1 my own hands, the veflel under no command but
my own, without any poifibility of my being obftruéted the whole night
of the 18th, or the morning of the 1gth. If fuch had been my defign,
I might have laid hold of the pretence to accompany Mrs. Drake, and the
ladies embarked on board the Diligence, about eleven the night of the 18 h,
or afterwards, when I requefted and fent Monfieur Le Beaume, with three
of my feivants to embark on board that veflel, for the greater fecarity of
her and the ladies.  Such were the opportunities, and fuch were the temp-
tations 1 hid to have quitted your fort, but the thought never entered my
breaft, nor of any one elfe, with the certainty of the retreat being general
the fucceeding ni_ht; and that I neither did go, nor had a fentiment that
tended to 1t, I am ftJl happy in; and notwithftanding all my fufferings ;
and with this refle@ion, that had I gone, I had in all human prebability
faved the above remans of my fortune, which fell a prey ta the enemy the
21ft, at Buzbudgee, without any one friendly, humane, or falutary
being taken by the fleet or thofe who commanded in it to preferve the Snow =
The officer on board, having weighed in the general rout, and accompani-
ed the other fhips without my orders or knowledge. As to our having
¢ made a virtue of neceflity,” thefe gentlemen fhould be the laft to re-
proach



[ 219 ]

proach us, or take advantage everr in expreffion of the neceflity they had re-
duced us to; that any has affumed a virtue from it, I do not believe; we
did our duty and no more, in defending your property as long as was in our
power, which certainly is a virtue comparatively confidered, with refpect
to thofe who did not do fo.

47th. Thus, Honourable Sirs, I have with ftrit truth to the utmoft of
my knowledge and remembrance, traced out and laid before you, the caufes
and various capital errors, which occafioned the lofs of your Prefidency and
fettlements in thefe provinces. Neceffary as it has been, I am fenfible by
what I feel myfelf on this fubjec, how unpleafing to you, therefore will
not give you further pain, than in the addition of a few lines, explaining
the manner your fort was taken, on which I find I have in my letters from
Muzadabad and Hougly, been rather too thort.

48th. Having been prefled at different times on the 20th, by the gen-
tlemen of council and others, to throw out a flag of truce, I oppofed it as
much as poffible, forefeeing the little utility would arife from it, confidering
the enemy we had to deal with, and that they were as perfectly acquainted
with our diftrefled fituation, as we ourfelves; however, to quiet the minds
of every body as much as in my power, I caufed a letter to be wrote the
20th, early n the morning, by Omychund, who was left a prifoner n the
fort of Raja Monick Chund, to the following purport. ¢ That, as Le and
“¢ his houfe had always been a friend and tenant to the Englith, we hoped
“ to experience it on this occafion, and that he would ufe his influence with
¢ the Suba, to order his troops to ceafe hoftilities; that we were ready to
¢ obey his commands, and perfifted only in defending the fort, in preier-
«¢ vation of our lives and honours.” At this period I was at no certainty
of the Suba’s being at the fiege in perfon, and all the hopes I had from this
letter, or a flag of truce, was to amufe them untl the St. George came
down, and that we might have the night to make our general retreat 1n.
About noon, as I before obferved, the enemy were repulfed from the at-
tacks they made this day to the northward, and a ceffation on both fides
enfued for more than two hours, and not one of the enemy to be feen ;
the gentlemen of council, officers and inhabitants, ftill preffing me, I was
prevailed on to confent to a flag of truce being thrown out before dark.,
About four in the afternoon, word was brought me that one of the encmy
was advancing with 2 flag in his hand, and called to ceafe finng, and that
we fhould have quarter if we furrendered : this was judged a favourable
jun&ure to anfwer it with a flag of truce; accordingly I repaired with the
flag on the original S. E. Baftion, where Captain Buchanan was then poft-
ed, and ordered firing to ceafe. Ihad a letter prepared with me, addrefled
to Roy Doolub, general of his forces, importing an overture to ceafe hofti-
Eez hties,
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lities, till the Suba could be wrote to, and his pleafure known. This let-
ter I threw over the ramparts, and hoifted the flag of truce on the baftion;
the lctter was taken up by the perfon who advanced with the flag, who re-
tired with it : foon after, multitudes of the enemy came out of their hiding
places round us, and flocked under the walls ; a fhort parly enfued, I de-
manded a truce to hoftilities, until the Suba’s pleafure could be known; to
which I was anfwered by one of his officers from below, that the Suba was
there, and his pleafure was that we fhould immediately firike our colours
and furrender the fort, and ourfelves, and that we thould have quarter, I
was going to reply, when at that mftant Mr. Willlam Bailie, ftanding near
me, was {lightly wounded by a mufket-bail from the enemy, on the fide of
his head, and word was brought me that they were attempting to force the
S. W. barrier, and were cutting at the eaftern gate. On being afcertained
of this, I ordered Captain Buchanan to pont a cannon from the Baftion,
which flanked the caftern curtain, and told them to withdraw from the
walls, or I would inftantly fire amongft them ; they withdrew, and I 1mme-
diately took down the flag of truce, and ftept to the parade to iffue orders
for a general difcharge of our cannon and fmall arms. The moment I ar-
rived there, Captain Dickfon, (who now commands the Lively Grabb, at
prefent in your fervice) and juft after him Enfign Walcot came running to
me, and told me the weftern gate was forced by our own people and be-
trayed. I inftantly fent Enfign Walcot with orders to fee if there was no
poffibility of fecuning it again ; he returned and told me it was impoffible,
for the locks and bolts were forced off. ~ On this I returned to Captain Bu-
chanan’s poft, and found fome of the enemies colours planted on the baf-
tion, I atked how he came to fuffer 1t ; he replied he found farther refift-
ance was in vain, for that the moment I had left him, advice was brought
him of the Weftern gate being betrayed, and turning myfelf I faw below
multitudes of the enemy, who had entered that way, and others who had
fealed by the S. W. battion, and the new Godowns, that Baftion and the
barrier, as I afterwards learnt, having been deferted the time the weftern
gate was forced, To the firft Jammautdaar who fcaled at the S W, Baf-
ton I advanced, and delivered my piftols, he told me to order inftantly
our colows to be cut down ; I replied, I would give no fuch orders, they
wete mafters of the fort, and might order 1t themfelves ; he demanded my
fworl, I refufed delivering 1it, but in prefence of the Suba, on which the
Jummautdaar carried me round the ramparts, oppofite to where the Suba
was below, without the walls, from thence I made him the cuftomary Sa-
laam, and delivered my fword to his Jammautdaar ; the Suba from his litter
retwined my Salaam, and moved round to the northward, and entered the
fort by the {mall weftern gate, I had three interviews with hum that even-
g, one n Durbar. At firft he exprefled much refentment at our pre-
fumpuon, 1 defending the fort agantt hus arnsy with o few men, afked
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why I did not run away with my governor, &c. feemed much difappoint-
ed and diffatisfied at the fum found in the treafury, afked me many quef-
tions on this fubje, to all which I made the beft reply that occurred , and
on the conclufion he affured me on the word of a foldier, that no harm
thould come to me, which he repeated more than once.  The confequence
proved how little regard was to be pad to this affurance, for I was with the
reftof my fellow fufferers, about eight at night, crammed into the Black-Hole
Prifon, and paft a mght of horrors I will not attempt to defcribe, as they
bar all defcriptions.  On the enfuing morning, (the 21ft June) I wastaken
out from amongft the dead, and again carried before the Suba, more dead
than alive ; he feemed little affeed when I told him the miferable cataftiophe
of my companions ; he anfwered me, by faying, he was well informed
there was an immenfe treafure buried or fecreted in the fort, and that I
was privy to it, and commanded me to point out where 1t was hid, if I
expected favour (one of his Jemmautdaars had told me on the way the
caufe of my being fent for, and advifed me to make a full difcovery, or
that I fhould be fhot off from the mouth of a cannon the next half hour.)
T urged every thing poffible againft the information he had received, or that
if fuch a thing had been done, I wastotally a ftranger to 1t, but all I could
fay feemed to gain no credit with the Suba, who ordered me a prifoner,
under charge of one of his generals, Mhir Modun, and with me Meflrs,
Court, Walcot and Burdet, as intimated 1n my letter from Muxadabad, to
which letter I beg leave to refer for the account of our fubfequent fuffer-
ings, and to fubfcribe myfelf, with the moft perfect refpet and duty,
Fulta, Nov. 30th, Honourable Sirs,
1756. Your ever faithful and obedient humble fervant.

Mr. HoLwerr’s Minute and Diffent in Council, the 20th of Auguft,
1756, at Fulta, referred to in the preceding letter of the 2 5th Oober.

MR. Holwell obferves that we have a bill before us, amounting to

Arcot Rupees 64662 8 Annaes, on account of expences and da-
mages of fhip Dodaly, commencing gth of June, 1756.——He fusthcr
rematks, that the charge of this flup 1s founded on her being takcn up
for the defence of the Company’s fort, ¢ffes, and fettlement; but that
fhe abandoned fuch defence, by falling down from the fort and fettle-
ment, without orders, the 18th of June at night; to which he cannot
help attributing all the musfortunes which enfued.——He therefore dif-
fents to any payment or confideration being made by the Honourable
Company, on account of her expence, lofs or damage charged 1 the faid
blll,b except for provifions, &c. for the ufe of the Company’s fervants
on toard,

Mr.



[ 222 ]

Mr, Horwery's Minute on the Fulta Confultations, at his firft joining
the Agency at that place.

Fulta, 13th Augutt, 1756.

CAPTAIN Dugald Campbell’s commiffion being tendered to Mr.

Holwell to fign, he refufed the fame, and requefted the gentlemen

would pleafe to excufe his not figning that, or any other paper whatfo-

cve;, in the prefent ftate of the government of affairs, for the following
reafons :

1ft. He conceives that when the Honourable the late Prefident, and
Mefirs, Manningham, Frankland. and Macket abandoned the fort and
garnifon of Fort William the 18th and 19th of June laft, and quitted the
defence of thefe and the Honourable Company's effects, they did, by
fuch ad, to all intents and purpofes, diveft themfelves of all right or pre-
tenfions to the future government of the Company’s affairs, or the colony.

2dly. That on the faid abdication of the Honourable the late Prefi-
dent, and Meflrs. Manningham, Frankland, and Macket, the remaining
gentlemen of Council (the only government then fubfifting) did, with
the unanimous approval of the garrifon, officers, &c. ele¢t and appoint,
in council, hum, Mr. Holwell, governor of the fort and garrifon, and
admimftrator of the Company’s affairs during the troubles ; his right to
which latter appointment, he does not think the gentlemen at prefent con-
futating the Agency have any juft power to diveft him of, or with-hold
from him ; howloever, and under whatfoever other head the remainder of
the colony, who are not fervants to the Company, may think proper to
difpofe of themfelves.

3dly. That the late Prefident, and Mefirs. Manningham, Frankland,
and Macket being (juftly as he conceives) the 1gth of June in council,
fufpended the Honourable Company’s fervice, he thinks this act alone
fufficient to diveft them of all future rule in any matters relative to the
Company’s affairs, until their pleafure from Europe be known. The
more efpecially as the faid fufpenfion met with (as he is informed) the
approval and affent of Meflrs. Watts and Collet, in their difavowing any
fubjection to be due to the orders of the Agency, iffued to them from
Fulta; a confirmation of the fufpenfion by fix members, the majority
of the whole Council.

4thly. That in confequence of the before-recited tranfaction, he thinks
Mr. Peter Amyat (the fentor fervant of the Company then prefent) was
on



[ 223 ]

on his joining the fleet with his factory of Luckypore, the only perfon
invefted with any juft title or authonty to conduét the affairs and con-
cerns of the Company, and to affociate with him as many of their fer-
vants next i ftanding to him, as he thought neceffary, until the arrival
of the gentlemen of the board of Calcutta, who lay under no cenfure cr

fufpicion from the fervice.

sthly and laftly, That, to avoid the further embroiling his Honourable
Employers affairs, by raifing feuds and differences, which might enfue by
his openly and publicly afferting and claiming his undoubted title to the
admimftration of them, he fubmits fuch his juft nght to the bieafts of
the Agency themfelves, and will quietly abide by then determmation; but
cannot, by any at of his own, either wave fuch his juft title, or admut
any juft authority to be invefted in the Agency, a chara&ter aflumed, in
his abfence, without 1ight; and permitted by the indulgence only of the
remainder of the colony, and now continued, as he conceives, to the pre-
judice of the nghts of himfelf and others. He therefore thinks himfelf
juftified in refufing to fign any paper or conful'ation whatfoever, which
he cannot do confiftently with imfelf, as he cannot confider himfelf n
any other view, or pomnt of light, than n that in which the laft fubfit-
ing government of Fort William placed him , but thall, notwithftanding,
be always ready to devote his petfon and counfel to the mtereft of his
Honourable Mafters affairs, wherever they call him. To that purpofe
thall duly attend the councils of the Agency, agreeably to the requeft of
the Honourable the late Prefident made to lum in writing the i2th inftant,

Copy of the Prefident’s Letter abovementioned, to Mr. Iolwell.

To Joun Z. HoLweLrL, Efq.
Sir,
H AD not our boat been fo extremely leaky, T purpofed doing myfelf
the pleafure of waiting on you this morning.

We have concluded to meet on thore, on Mondays, Wednefdays, and
Fridays It will be an infinite fatisfattion that you will be rleafed to join
us, particularly to me who efteem your advice, and who am, very truly,

Your moft obedient humble fervant,

Thurfday, 12th Aug, 1756, (Signed)

ROGER DRAKE, junr

N.B. Some few dayg fubfequent to the above tranfation, the Agency
thought it highly effential to elect and conftitute a Secret Commuttee ; and
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urging to Mr. Holwell, that the good of the fervice required his being
one of that body ; but that fuch eletion was impoffible, unlefs he receded
from his refolution of not figning ; he therefore was prevailed upon to
recede from that part of his minute only, on the above confideration, and
to evince that no private motive or refentment could fway him to any deter-
munation detrimental to his employers fervice. The Commuttee was ac-
cordingly appointed, confifting of the Prefident, Major Kilpatrick, and
Mr. Holwell.

To the Honourable Roger Drake, Efg, &c. Council at Fulta,

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, Fulta, O&. 23, 1756,

ON a late perufal of your Fulta confultations of the 14th of July, I

find myfelf called upon (amongft others of the furviving members of
the Council of War, held in Calcutta the 18th of June laft) to atteft the
affertion of Meflrs. Manningham and Frankland, touching therr being
ordered by that Council of War,  To embark the European women on
¢ board the Dodaly and Diligence, with a detachment of 30 men to
« guard the faid fhips, with directions to move the Dodaly clear of the
« fmall craft, with which the was incambered, and of the enemy’s fire.”
Mott forry I am, gentlemen, to find myfelf obliged tn fpeak on a fubjec
fo very difagrecable to my memory; but the whcle proceedings of that
council appearing to my conception of fo extraordinary a nature, joined
to the confideration of my mimute and diffent in Council of the 2d Sep-
tember laft (againft any allowance being made the owners of the Dodaly,
for her lofs and damages) that I cannot remam filent without incurring
my own cenfure, as well as the imputation from you, of much mjuthice
in my minute above referred to, Thus far I thought 1t neceffary to apo-
logize for gving you trouble at this junéture, and fhall, with your leave,
proceed to fpeak with that firiét regard which every gentleman owes to
truth, not only to the particulars I am called on by thofe gentlemen to
atteft, but to the whole proceedings of that Council of the 14th July;
and confider the defence Meflrs. Manningham and Frankland there make,
for depuving the Company's fouts, effe@s and garnifon, of the fuccour of
that (hip ; and then fubmut the juftice of my faid minutes and diffent, to
the determination of yourfelves and my Honourable Employers,

That the European women were ordered to be embarked by the Coun-
cil of War of the 18th, 1s true; but that Mefirs, Manningham and
Frankland fhould embaik them, was no part of the order, thofe gen-
tlemen tendered themfelves for that fervice, to which none objected pub-
lickly, though myfelf, with many others, thought their ftations, both
civil and mulitary, were of fuch importance as might well have excufed
them from that fervice. -

at
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That there was any particular order relative to the Diligence, I do not
remember; and think I can truly atteft the contrary: Mrs, Drake,
Mrs. Mapletoft, Mrs. Coales and Mrs, Wedderburn, with their famulies,
being embarked on board that vefel, was purely the refult of my own
advice to them, imagining the Dodaly would be extremely crouded, and
they had my order to be received on board, the thip being under my di-
rection,

That a detachment of 30 men was ordered for the defence of thefe
thips, I do not remember ; and fhould certainly have objected to any fuch
meafure, had 1t been propofed whilft I was in the council of war, as it
certainly was both imprudent and needlefs : Imprudent, as it would have
been a confiderable weakening a fatigued garrifon who had barely a re-
Lief from duty ; and needlefs, whilft the thips remained under the cover of

our fort.

That thofe gentlemen had dire@ions to remove the Dodaly clear of the
fmall craft, with which fhe was incumbered, and the enemy’s fire, are
affertions to me totally new; and I can truly atteft was no part of the
order of the council of war, nor know I from what quarter fuch diretions
went ; butif fhe really was incumbered with {mall craft, there would
furely have been more propriety in moving them, than her: or on fuppofition
propriety was attended to, yet furely whatever direGtions thofe gentlemen
had, did not, nor could imply, that they were to remove her as low as Mr.
Margas’s houfe ; a ftation where fhe was more expofed to the enemy’s fire,
had they taken the advantage, deprived of the benefit of our guns and
fmall arms, and rendered ufelefs, as to the defence and fuccour of the
fettlement ; and contrary to Mr. Manningham’s exprefs promife to me,
that the fhould not flir from under the cover of the foit,

Touching the other part of the charge laid againft thofe genflemen, by
the colony, as a juft objection to Mr. Manningham’s being fent to the pre-
fidency of Fort St. George, viz. that of their refufing joining the Coun-
cils when fent for, I can form nojudgment, farther than I can colle& from
the defence of thofe gentlemen as entered in the confultation of the 14th
July, being a ftranger to the nature of the orders the Prefident fent by Captain
Wedderburn, and fabfequently by Mr. Holmes, for their return to the
fort.—I was myfelf but juft come in from the center battery, when the
Council of War in the evening of 18th was called, and having been the
preceding night and day exhaufted with continued fatigue, without reft
or food, as foon as the Council of War broke up, I retired, in hopes of
getting a little repofe ; not doubting but the refolutions of it would have
been ftrictly obeyed, which were, that the European women, the Com-
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pany’s treafures, and, I think, their effential books and papers, thould be
embarked that n'ght on board the Dodaly ; but whether this laft was
entered on the minutes of that Council, I cannot be pofitive; but per-
fectly recolle@t a difcourfe I had with Mr., Manningham on the propricty
of 1t, juft as the Council broke up ; and indeed, I ever thought, unul
I jomed your Councils here, that both the treafures and books had been
embarked. And here I cannot omit remarking, that better no reafon at
all had been gwen, for the negle& of a meafure of fuch importance to
the Company, than that which ftands on the confultation of .the 20th of
Auguft. Bat 1t is time I come to confider the pleas made ufe of by Meffrs.
Mannmgham and Fiankland, for then not returning to the fort ; which
are, * That a little after one in the morning, Mr. Lindfay came on board,
« and informed them, he lcft a general affembly fitting ; that the Cap-
« tamn of the artillery reported there was not two days ammunition ; that
¢ many of the military and militia were in liquor, and mutinous ; that it
‘¢ was the unanimous opinion the fort was not tenable ; that a retreat
¢ was relolved on, that Mr. Holwell was ftrenuous for its being made
¢ immedsatcly, and oppofed by Mr. Baillie particularly ; that the whole
¢ of the common people were in confufion ; and that nothing was deter-
* mined on.” Without, gentlemen, my entering particularly into the
ments of thefe pleas, let us confider the weight of thofe Gentlemen’s
feats in Council, and their importance as bearing the names and autho~
rity of Field-officers, and Colonels, and Lieutenant-colonels of the mili-
tia; and, Ithink, an impartial eye will at firft fight pronounce, that
there was not one of the pleas urged by them, in defence of their not
returning into the fort, but fhould have urged their immediate rejoining
our Councils, though they had no orders from the Prefident for that pur-
pofe, 1n place of waiting on board for the detachment, and removing the
Dodaly a fecond time that night, as low as Govindpore; running that
fhip, and the ladies on board, into ten times the rifque from the enemy.
‘They ought rather to have returned with the fhip, on the flood, under
our guns, to have favoured the embarkation of the Company’s books and
treafurcs, (which they knew were not on board) and tge retreat of the
garnfon.  Mr. Lindfay informed them the Council was fitting ; that our
councils were divided ; and that when he left the fort, all was in confufion
and nothing was determined on, which was true; the Council not break-
g up until near four in the morning, without any thing being refolved
on, but deferring the retreat, without, in my judgment, a fingle reafon
bemng urged in defence of it. The prefent weight and authority of thofe
Gentlemen, might have made our Councils unammous, or, have given a
bappy majority for a general retreat, have prevented the unhappy de-
feétion of the Prefident, the officers, and part of the garrifon the next
morning ; and have been the caufe of faving the publick and private pro-
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perty lodged in the fort, as well as the lives of many who fell a miferable
facrifice by our retreat being cut off; the primary caufe of which, I muft
fuill attribute to the retreat of that fhip, to Mr. Margafs's houfe and Go-
vindppre on the night of the 18th, without order or the knowledge of
any one in the garrifon. It was urged, I know, and afferted by Mr.
Frankland in Councl, the 2d September, when I entered my minutes and
diffent to the payment of the Dodaly’s lofs and damages, that thofe
Gentlemen had orders for moving the thip down. And T beg leave to
remind you, that I afked the Prefident, touching this affertion ; who, in
your prefence, declared he neither gave fuch orders, nor knew of any
fuch being given. Therefore, on the whole, I hope I ftand vindicated 1

our judgment, for fuch my diffent, as it 15 to me not a little aftonfhing,
{now the Gentlemen, compofing that Council of the 14th July, could
unanimoufly, on the defence before them, pronounce it as their opinions,
that thofe Gentlemen had cleared themfelves of the charge laid againtt
them, in that letter figned, as I am informed, by the greateft part of the
celony, I am, with refpe&, .

Honourable Sir, and Sirs,
Your moft obedient humble fervant.

The laft letter but one, though delivered in to the Board in November,
1756, did not receive any anfwer until the laft of January, 1757, two
days before the Syren packet had her difpatches for Europe, (n which
floop Mr. Holwell took his paffage, for the perfet recovery of his health)
when the Prefident, and three other gentlemen of the Council, thought
proper to anfwer fome parts of it, chiefly relative to themfelves. As Mr.
Holwell had no opportunity of noticing thofe productions abroad, he ap-
plied to the Court of Directors, on his arrival here in July, 1757, and was
indulged with the perufal of them, and threw 1n a reply. We have no
copy of thofe gentlemen’s feveral anfwers ; but as we dare aver the quota-
tions taken from them, which Mr. Holwell thought worthy reply, are faith-
fully tranfcribed in this his replication, we fhall not hefitate to mfert jt.—
Upon the face of the whole, you will be fully enabled to form, and pafs
an impartial judgment, on the charge laid againft this Gentleman, of be-
ing partitular{y infirumental in bringing down Sou Rajab Dowla, &c.

To the Honourable the Court of DirECTORS.

May it pleafe your Honours, London, Auguft, 1757,

AVING perufed the feveral Addreflfes of Meflrs. Drake, Watts,

" Becher, and Collet, in anfwer to different parts of my Addrefs to
your Honourable Court, under date, Fulta, the 3oth of November, 1756,
1 find myfelf under the neceflity of making a fhort reply to each, and
aoft humbly tender my thanks for the opportunity you have indulgently
Ffa granted.
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granted.——Mr., Becher, by a penctration very commonly affumed (as
Mr. Drake juitly obferves) fubfequent to events, fets out with afferting,
¢ That the firft admuffion of Kiffendafs and his wealth was wrong ; that
« Raagbullob’s family was out of the government, and of ng &mfe..
« quence at the tme Mr. Watts wrote the recommendatory letter can-
« cerning him, and that he had been no friend to the Englith, but on
s the contrary, had given much trouble to us, and that there was no pro-
« bability of the fuccefs of the young Begum.” To thefe I beg leave to
reply, and fay, That though the admiffion of that family no ways touches
me, (it being an a& of Mr. Manningham’s, the Provincial Governor,
even withour my knowledge) yet I do not think it was wrong, as things
were then circumftanced. The importance and confequence of that fa-
mily, muft have been better known to Mr. Watts than to Mr. Becher ;
and though the former parts of Mr. Watts’s letter to the Prefident are
difavowed, which T think he might, with a better grace, have acknow-
ledged , yet, at the clofe of what he gives your Honours, as the purport
of them, he fays, that ¢Raagbullob had been ufeful to us, and might
be more fo;” which fpeaks a flat contradiction to the fentiments of Mr.
Becher, touching the regard due to that family from us. Whether there
was or was not a probability of the Begum’s fuccefs, was not the matter in
point, nor is a bit cleared up by Mr. Becher’s conjeture ; that fuch was
our intelligence, as fet forth in my letter, is fact; not only the letters
which came daily to Omychund, but to many of the other merchants
and refidents at Calcutta, that kept a correfpondence with the Durbar and
city, intimated the probability of her fuccefs. Thefe were daily brought
to the Prefident for hus perufal, and many of them read in my hearing,
M. Becher then proceeds to fay,
¢ That Naran Sing was fent to demand Kiflendafs and his wealth,
« which the Englith unjuftly detained from him ——Cannot ac-
¢ count for his coming 1n difguife ,—beheves he did not, and is
« confirmed in that belief by Mr. Holwell’s own account of the
« affair,—who does not intimate this difguife gained credit with
¢ him ;—exprefles and repeats his aftonithment why the affair
« of Kiffendafs and the meflenger was not laid before the Coun-
¢ cil, and that Meffts. Drake, Manningham, and Holwell thould
« affume a power no ways delegated to them, &c.” (This laft
circumftance is echoed to by Mr. Watts, in his letter before
your Honours.)

How Mr. Becher could reprefent that Naran Sing was fent to demand
Kiffendafs and lus wealth, unjuftly detained by the Englith, carries,not
that needful precaution with it, incumbent on every gentleman who
thinks himfelf obliged to cenfure the condut of another. The deten-
tion of any matter or thing can never in propriety of fpeech, be afferted

or
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or implied before a demand made—Kiffendafs had been admitted into
the fettlement, as fome hundreds of others had been in my remembrance,
who had conne@ions with the government. Roy Doolob, Rejah, Mo-
nickchund, Futuica Ghund, and many others had, time out of mind,
houfes eftablithed in your fettlement. The arrival of Naran Sing was the
firft demand made on account of Kiffendafs ; therefore our being charged
with unjuftly detaining him or his wealth, prior to their being demanded,
which the above affertion intimated, if it carries any meaning at all, 15,
I conceive, both unjuft and improper. 1 am forry to obferve that gentle-
men, in the courfe of their arguments, make ufe of fuch parts only of
my addrefs to yonr Honours of the 3oth of November, as feem to fup-
port their own conjectures ; was it not fo, Mr. Becher could never have
been at a lofs to account for the difguife of Naran Sing, nor would have
been at all puzzled to find which difguife I gave credit to. 1n my gth
paragraph Mr. Becher would have found, that an order had been pu-
blithed that none fhould be admitted into the fettlement without a fin&
examination. This wos well known at Hougley, the laft place Naran
Sing left, feveral inhabitants of that city having been refufed admittance,
and others turned out, who were judged to be the fpies of the govern-
ment. This was reafon fufficient to determine Naran Sing’s ftealing nto
the place in difzuife. In my forty-firft paragraph, where I form a judg-
ment of Omychund’s condu@, 1 exprefly fay, that his bringing Naran
Sing down will not admit of difpute ; therefore, though I do not as ex-
prelly fay I gave credit to his coming in the difguife of a Bengal Pykar,
yet 1t was obvious fuch muft have been my belief, by my imphed conclu-
fion of Omychund’s deceit. ‘This circumftance of the difgwfe may, at
firft fight, be deemed a matter not worth gving your Honours trouble ;
but the purpofe it is brought to ferve urges my fpeaking to it, becaufe,
if this gentleman can firip us of the difguife he thinks he divefts us of,
the reafons for our fubfequent conduct to Naran Sing, muft, he then
thinks, appear without foundation. Why the admiffion of Kiffendafs,
and expulfion of Naran Sing, were not laid before the Council, Mr. Becher
might have eafily anfwered himfelf, 1f he had been difpofed to think a
little deeper on the fubje®. The admiffion of any one into the fettle-
ment was never, that I have known, a matter judged neceflary to be
laid before the Council ; the Prefident having ever had a power lodped
in him i matters of this kind. The expulfion of Narau Sing, confiftent
with the condué deemed neceffary on the occafion, would not admit of
time for the Council’s meeting, Naran Sing was every moment expeted
within the fort. Had the Prefident either feen the meflenger, or his
purwannah, the meafure refolved on could not have been carried properly
into execution. Befides, in my 13th paragraph, Mr. Becher might have
feen, that when I attended the Governor with the account of the gre-

ceding
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geding night's tranfaction, I found Mefrs. Manningham and Frankland
with Lim ; the meafure refolved on was during Mr. Frankland’s ftay, and
unanmoufly our opinion, who were in fac 2 majority of the then mem-
bers of the Council.——So that I hope, on the whole, your Honours
will not think this charge of an affuming power, any ways material
againft us, or deferving your cenfure; nor did a fingle member of the
Counail, which met the fame morning, obje to the ftep taken, but on
the contrary, as Mr. Drake truly aflerts, exprefled their approval of it.
To clofe my remarks on this part of Mr. Becher’s letter, I muft with
Mr. Drake fay, that as that gentleman was refident with leave in Calcutta,
and not exempted, though excufed, from his attendance on Councils, if
the admiffion of Kiffendafs, &c. was, in his opinion, a wrong meafure,
and obvioufly injurious to the intereft of his employers, it was his duty
to have attended, or even demanded a council, and objected thereto ; in
not doing it, he in faé& became more deferving cenfure than ourfelves, wha
awere of a contrary opinion, and can only be accufed of an error in judg-
ment.——Mr. Becher next
« Refers to the Nabob's letter to Mr. Pigot, as proof that the de-
« tention of the Nabob’s fubjects was the caufe of our misfor-
‘¢ tunes ,—that means were neglected to mollify the Nabob, why,
« he knows not ;—is perfuaded money would have fatisfied him ;
¢ —believes it was never attempted ;—that we refufed the me-
< diation of Wazeed ;—that it was not the intention of the
¢ government to diveft the Europeans of their fortifications, he
« thinks is proved by the Nabob’s only fleecing the French
¢ and Dutch, when he had it fo evidently in his power to have
« taken their faGories ;—that in not doing it, he did not a¢t con-
« fiftent with Ally Verdy Cawn’s advice ;—fays, he was informed
«¢ Naran Sing took the opportunity of the refentment the Nabob
« fhewed on the receipt of the Governor’s an{wer, to reprefent
¢ the treatment and infult he had received in Calcutta j=—and
« that he does not admit Ally Verdy Cawn’s fpeech to be ge-
 nune.”

-

Permit me, Honourable Sirs, to refer in my turn to the Nabob’s letter
to Mr. Drake, as a more authentic voucher for the caufe of our misfortunes
than that to Mr. Pigot; which evidently appears calculated as an apology
for a conduét, he knew was not to be defended, nor by the Englith to be
looked over. In his letter to Mr. Drake, he mentions the article of our
fortifications only ; the anfwer to it is agreed on all hands to have been the
principal caufe of his refentment and paffion at Rajamaal: If Naran Sing
really took this opportunity, it can only be deemed a fecondary caufe, which
might help to keep up the firft impreffion of refentment conceived at l)th::

re-
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Prefident’s reply. M. Becher afferts, he was informed Naran Sing took
this opportunity, &c.—May it pleafe your Honours, to hear what Mr,
Watts fays on this fubject, in the third paragraph of his letter before you,,
where he firft recites, that he had, by proper application, huthed up the
affair; but that * pofibly, when the Nabob received the Governor’s letter,
« which fo incenfed him, Naran Sing might take that opportunity,” &c. So
that allowing that for fa&, which in truth has no proof at all, the utmoft
that can be made of it will fall greatly thort of Mr. Becher’s fuppofititious
principal caufe of our misfortunes: To which let it be remembered, that
the Nabob, in the letter to Mr. Pigot, referred to by Mr. Becher, artfully
avoids mentioning the caufe, he had all along affigned to us, for his refent-
ment; though he had, twenty days prior to the difpatch of that letter,
made it the principal article of the Machulka executed by Mr. Watts, to
wit, the demolition of our fortifications. The conclufions drawn by M.
Becher, and alfo by Mr. Watts, that money only was wanted ; and that
it was never the intention of the government to diveft the Europeans of
their forts, by the Nabob’s fleecing only the French and Dutch, are equally
fallacious, and can proceed only from wilful or real ignorance of the ftate
of the country, and the Nabob's freth intelligence, which called his fpeedy
return to Muxadarad from Calcutta, The Nabeb of Purranea’s troops.
were in motion on the Malda Creek, from the mouth of which it was
cafy, in the Suba’s abfence, to crofs over to the ifland of Coffimbuzar;
therefore the Nabob«could not, with fafety or prudence, engage in any new
enterprize againft the French and Dutch, that would poffibly hazard his
quick return, ‘That money wouid have fatisfied him, but that it never was
attempted; that means were negleGted to mollify him; that Wazeed’s
mediation was rejected; are all conjeCtutes, and affertions, urged agamft-
known falls, not to treat them more harfhly, which they certainly deferve.
Mr. Becher’s fentiments of Ally Verdy Cawn’s fpeech, in which alfo.
Mefits, Watts and Collet concur, I will beg leave to fpeak to in my fol--
lowing reply to thofe Gentlemen.

Your Honours will have the goodnefs to recolle@, that when I addrefled
you, the 3cth November, I had no confultations, or other vouchers to refer
to; fo that the utmoft I could do, in the recital and dates of fuch papers as
were addrefled to the board, during the troubles, was to confult the memory
of Mr. Secretary Cooke, as well as my own, which Idid. If I erredin
the purport of the letter from Mr. Collet, advifing of the lofs of Coffim-
buzar, it appears however it was not in any very effential circumnftance ;
whether Mr, Watts alone figned the Makulka, or Mefits. Collet and Batfon
with him, 15 not very maternl,  Mr. Collet denies his having wrote that
he was delivering up the fa%ory; but admuts that he gave an order to the
officer to deliver the cannon and ammunition to Roy Dullob; which Ih be-

’ ieve:
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Tieve will be deemed as like a delivery of the factory as pofiible. This
Gentlcman, 0 his 2d paragraph, fays, ¢ Mr. Holwell infifts much that
they ought to have made fome defence:” To which I reply, 1 bave not
infited at all on it, nor once ufed the word Ought, on this occafion, and
refer your Honours to my letter. Furtheg feparate or diftin& reply this
Gentleman’s anfwer does not call for.

Meflrs. Watts and Collet charge me with labouring to arraign their
condu& ; I am not confcious I deferve it, and therefore difavow the charge.
In my letter of the 3cth November, I bareiy fet forth the advantages
which would probably have refulted from the {mall.ft defence of Coffim-
buzar; 1 have not even faid, they could or ought to have defended it; but
on the contrary hoped, and that fincerely too, they had reafons fufficient to
vindicate their not defending it; thefe 1eafons they had tranfmitted to your
Honours.—1I conceived 1t alfo their duty to have laid them before the
Board on joining our councils at Fulta ; this conduét would poflibly have
prevented much altercation and writing, and at the fame time have de-
monitrated they had made no reprefentation to your Honours, in which
they feared a dete@ion.—Mr, Watts (to whofe anfwer I come now more
particularly) is pleafed to fay, fecond paragraph ;

¢ That he never heard of Raagbullob being imprifoned, till after the

¢ old Nabob’s death; wonders where Mi. Holwell picked up his
< intelligence, &c.———denies the purport of the letters recom-
 mending the reception of Raagbullob’s family, as fet forth by me
“n my feventh paragraph;—gives a rccital of the faid letters,
¢ leaving out thofe parts he imagines might throw any blame upon
¢ himfelf ;=——admits the purport of the letter he wrote the Prefi-
¢ dent, as quoted by me in my eighth paragraph ;———never heard the
¢ Begum would get the better ;——wonders again where Mr. Hol-
*¢ well got his intelligence ;——admits Mr. Holwell’s fifth para-
¢ graph ,——never imagined a loofe abandoned woman could ftand
10 competition with Surajud Dowla, &c.”

Touching the imprifonment of Raagbullob, T will not at this diftance
contend with Mr. Watts, that he was fome time under the reftraint of a
fhiong guard, after the deceafe of his mafter, is fact ;—that he did not
difcover his wealth to the old Nabob, unlefs n fome trifles, plainly appears
from hence, that the Nabob did not get at the knowledge of his uncle’s
capital wealth, votil after his return to the city fiom Calcutta.——Mr,
Watts’s admitting my fifth paragraph is the ftrongeft proof againft himfelf
1 can poffibly produce; for in that very paragroph, the refolution Raag-
bullob had fhewn for the intereft of the family, is urged by measa
seafon for his never being forgiven by Surajud Dowla :——And lower

down,
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down, ¢ That, in refentment for the ufage he had unjultly received for his
« integrity,” he joined the young Begum’s councils, Therefore, on what
foundation Mr. Watts attempts here to invalidate my intelligence, nd at
the fame time accedes to my fifth paragraph, which demonttrably fupports
that intelligence, is fomething unaccountable.—Touching my mifrecital of
his letters in favour of the reception of Raagbullob’s famuly, I will only
fay, that no felf-confideration could poffibly {way me to deviate from trath.
1 never condemned, nor do now, the recommendation tranfmitted in their
favour by Mr. Watts; I thought, as things were circumftanced, he was
vindicated in urging their reception, and have therefore faid, he might, with
better grace, have owned his inftances in their favour were in ftronger
terms.—** My only view was to juftsfy the Gentleman who received them,
« being myfelf noways concerned in that tranfation."— However I will for
once fuppofe, his letters were as he recites them, which he clofes by
faying,—** Raagbullob had been of ufe, and might be more fo.” Thefe
exprefions are fufficient, in my opinion, to juffy Mr. Manningham’s
receiving his family.—But wholly to refute Mr. Watts’s reprefentations on
thefe heads, I muft obferve, that he admits * He did write the Governor to
« turn them out, (as I have fet forth in my eighth paragraph) the moment
« he fufpected any ill confequences might attend their longer refidence in
« Calcutta,”——Now permit me, Honourable Sirs, to enquire, what could
be the motives which urged Mr. Watts to the contrary meafures, of firft
recommending their reception, and afterwards their expulfion ——Mr.
Wiatts acknowledges, ¢ Raagbullob had been ufeful, and might be more
¢ {o,”——That he could be more ufeful, wasnot in nature, but 1n confe-
quence of his miftrefs, the young Begum's fuccefs; 1if there was no proba-
bility of her fuccefs, Mr. Watts becomes unpardonable in recommending,
in any fhape, the family, or any part of the family, to be received 1 the
fettlement, as he knew Raagbullob would be highly obnoxious to the
fucceeding government of Surajud Dowla.——Thus it will be manifeft
to your Honours, that this Gentleman’s injudicious attempt to cenfure my
intelligence, has thrown his own conduct into a difficulty, which might
otherwife have efcaped notice ; but this inftance will not appear fingle.

That Mr. Watts never * heard the taking of Gyria and naval ftrength
« of the Englith were the occafion of much fpeculation at the Duibar,”
I am inclined to believe, or he certainly would have taken fome pains to
have fet both in a proper light, and prevented their raifing any jealoufies in
the government, which were augmented by the report of the war between
us and the French, extending to Bengal. His never hearing ikewife, that
the report of the fixteen fhups of war and a ftrong land force gained belief
at the Durbar, I as readily believe ; but can by no means admut, that Mr.
Watts’s ignorance of thefe paruculars amounts to proof they were not fo.

Gg In
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In my tenth paragraph, Ifet forth the purport of a letter Mr. Watts wrote
the Prefident fome time before the death of the old Nabob.——"This
letter Mr Watts has not difowned, or denied the truth of the contents, as
T have recited them.———1In it he informs the Prefident, * That there
¢ were a mulutude of the government’s fpies n Calcutta, that the fmall
« ftrength of its garrifon and forufications, and the cafy capture of it,
« were the public difcourfe of the Durbar and City, &c.”’——~—Difcourfes
of this kind ought to have alarmed Mr. Watts; they were prior to any
complaint of the detention of fubjects, &c.—His advice to the Prefident,
to be upon his guard, was doubtlefs well judged; but ought he to have
refted heie? Surely no! It muft have occurred to Mr, Watts, that there
were extraordinary caufes for difcourfes of this unprecedented nature, which
he fhould have traced to their fource, and guarded againft them, by an
cafy 1cfutation of our enemies mifreprefentation: Had this been done, he
would have found, that a belief of the above-1ecited reports could alone
be the cauft- of the difcourfes he tranfmutted to the Prefident, and of which
he confuffes his itire ignorance.~The characler he is pleafed to draw of
Angria, and his conclufions from 1t, appear to me fo extremely and obvi-
oufly weak and unjuft, as to require no reply ; and the defpicable Light he
reprefents the Durbar in, thews he has little real knowlege of a people he
has fo long refided with.

The reports above-mentioned, and the public difcourfes of the Durbar
and City which followed, on their ganing belief, without any attempts
made to confute them, have fo clofe a conneftion with the old Suba’s laft
council to Surajud Dowla, as recited in my 28th paragraph, that I cannot,
in a more proper place, reply to the reception it has met with from Meflrs,
Becher, Watts, and Collet, whofe fentiments have a mixture of the folemn
and {pughtly, not becoming the fubje@ they were treating of, nor the
civility or decency due to every gentleman engaged 1 any point of contro-
vefy, as the fum-total of all their opinions does in fa& charge me with
impofing a forgery on your Honours, that had no foundation but my own
tnvention. This will beft appear from the gentlemens own words.

Mr. Becher is pleafed to fay,
« He does not admit of Ally Verdy Cawn’s fpeech to be genuine ;
¢ that Mr. Holwell, in his diftreffed fituation, was unable to un-
« ravel the myfteries of the cabinet, and explore a fecret never

‘ yet known toany one but himfelf.”

Mr. Collet is pleafed to call Ally Verdy Cawn’s fpeech a fpecious fable :

And Mr, Watts fays,
¢ The laft dying fpeech of Mahabut Jung, neither I, nor I believe
7 o« any
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« any of the fa&ory ever heard of ;=-nor fince from any of the
« country-people ;—it feems an imitation of Lewis the XIV to
« his grandfon, and appears, as Mr. Collet aptly terms 1t, a {pecious
« fable.”

That Mr. Becher fhould not believe the fpeech genuine, I do not much
wonder at,—as he feems fully refolved that nothing fhall drive him from
his adopted principal caufe of our misfortunes, the detention of the Nabob's
fubje@s ,—1n confutation of which I have faid fufficient, but the reafons
this gentleman gives for his believing the fpeech not genuine, had becn
better omitted, for his own fake.—The fpeech might probably enough
have been a fecret, whilft it was neceffary 1t fhould be (o, but when I ob-
tained 1t, that neceffity had long vanithed, and Mr. Becher might have
obferved, I fay, I had it from good authority, after my releafement, which
was more than three months after the period 1t was uttered, and was no
longer to be deemed a myflery of the cabmet, but might be judicioufly
enough divulged and circulated, as an apology for, and in fupport of
Surajud Dowla’s proceedings againft the Englih, &c —— Mr. Becher'’s
opinion, “"that 1 was unable to explore a fecret, never yet known to any
*¢ ¢ne but myfelf,” 1 would explan and reply to, could I poffibly under-
ftand him,  Shall only add, for your Honours fatisfaction, and 1n vindica-
tion of my own veracity, that I was releafed the 16th of July, and con-
tinued at the Tankfall, and the Dutch and French fa&ories, until the 1gth
at night ; during which period I had fiequent conferences with the princi-
pal Armenians, and fome the immediate fervants of the late and prefent Su-
ba, from whence I had the fpeech literally as I have given 1t : and notwith-
ftanding the ingenious ridicule 1t meets with from Meflieurs Watts and
Collet, to cover their deficiency in matters which ought to have been
known to them, I will not defparr of giving your Honours yet more
convincing proofs of its being genuine ; and that there pafled fome other
tranfations, at the Durbar, to which they appear utter ftrangers, or if
known, unhappily for your fervice and us, were unattended to,

Subfequent to the delivery of my Letter of the goth of November, 1
received an intmation of a converfation which had paffed between the
old Suba, Surajud Dowla, and Mr. Willam Forth, your fuigeon at Cof-
fimbuzar : this converfation appearing to me the ftrongeft corroborating
proof of my affertions, on the real caufe of our misfortunes,—I 1cqueft-
ed Mr. Forth would give it me, in writing, which he obligingly did,
from Chinfura, under date the 15th of December 1756,—but 1t 1eached
me not until after my letter was delivered nto council : 1 have had the ho-
nour of fhowing it to your chairman, and now beg leave to tranfcribe 1t
here, the original being ready for your perufal.—It 1s as follows,——

Gg2 SIR,
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S1K,

¢ Abc 1t fifteen days before the old Nabob died, I being obliged to at-
tend every morning to fee him, his fon came in, and with a face full
of redentment and anget, addrefled himfelf to the old man thus :—Fa-

+¢ ther, 1 am well informed the Englith are going to affift the Begum.—

The old map atked me direly if this was true ? I anfwered, That
this muft be 2 malicious report, of fome who were not our friends,
and done on purpofe to prejudice the Company ; that the Company

+ were merchants, and not foldiers ; and that in all the troubles that had
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happencd in the country, fince we had a fettlement in it, if he pleafed
to enquire, he would find, we had not joined any party, or interfered in
any thing but our trade ; and that the Company had been nigh a hundred
years in this country, in which time they never once had a difpute with
the Government on that head.—How many foldiers, fays he, have you in
your fort or factory (Coflimbuzar)? Anfwer, The ufual number,about
forty, gentlemen included.—-Have you never more? Anfwer, No.—
Only when the Morrattors were in the country ; but as foon as they
were gone, the foldiers were returned to Calcutta~—Do yau know,,
afked he, if the Dutch and French have any come up >—Anfwer, L
cannot tell.—-Where are your fhips of war? Anfwer, At Bombay.—
Will they come here *~——Not that I know of, there is no occafion for
them.—Had you not fome here three months ago? Anfwer, Yes.—
There comes one or two yearly, for to carry provifions for the reft of
the hips —What is the reafon you have thefe fhups of war in thefe
parts, of late? Anfwer, To prote&t the Company’s trade, and for fear
of a war with France.~~—Is there war now between you and the
French? Anfwer, No, not at prefent, but we are afraid it will be
foon.——He then turned about to his grand-fon, and told him, he
did not believe a word of the report he had heard; upon which Su-
rajud Dowla anfwered, He could prove it. The old man defired I
would fend our vaqueel to him direly, which having accordingly
done ; when he returned, I afked the vaqueel what the old man fad
to him, which was almoft word for word that paffed with me. Sura-
jud Dowla ordered the vaqueel to attend his Durbar daily, which was
accordingly done, agreeably to his orders.” I am, Sir, &c.

William Forth,

Though the report which introduced this converfation was moft un-

true, yet the interrogatories which followed plainly pomt out the fenti-
ments of the Durbar ; and this, joined to the other public difcourfes of
the Durbar and City, touching the defencelefs Rtate and eafy capture of
Calcutta, 4 tranfmitted by Mr, Watts, about this time, to the DPrefident,

4 are,
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are, I muft again repeat, manifeft proofs, that jealoufies in the govern-
ment were the firft and principal caufes which urged the Suba’s deter-
mination to diveft us of our fortification : and though they may be fad
not to amount to an abfolute proof of the genuinenefs of the old Suba’s
fpeech to his grandfon, yet they are ftrongly prefumptive.—But to return.
to Mr. Watts, whofe infinuations and hearfays, from his eighth paragraph,,
require but fhort notice.

This gentleman is pleafed to fay, we had ten times the number of men
and ftores they had 5 to which I fay, that the difference of our fortifica-
tions, and the force brought againt us and them confidered, we had not
even an equality.~In their letter to us of the firft of June, they advife
of 12,000 troops only brought againft them, which Mr. Watts now fwells
to 30,000, Mr. Watts afks me why I did not continue to defend the
faGory, when at the time I delivered up the factory, I had five times the
number of men they had at Coffimbuzar? Had not Mr. Watts been:
guided more by malice than truth, in this and his fubfequent interroga-
tories, he would, from the letter he is anfwering, have found the num-
ber left in the factory did not exceed 1705 that of thefe we had 25
killed and 70 wounded by noon, the zoth, and that every man who
furvived, was exhaufted of ftrength and vigour, In thefe circumftances,
I believe I fhould be juftified to my honourable employers, if I had
really delivered up the fi&ory,. which Mr. Watts afferts I did, from the
account drawn up by Mr. Gray, who, I believe, wrote from the beft of
his knowledge, though his narrative is in many parts very defective.—-
Mr. Watts avers, he never heard a fyllable of the Back Gate being be-
trayed, until I returned.—~—If he had been folicitous to come at the truth,
how came he not to apply to Mefirs. Walcot and Dickfon ; they were
both at Chandanagore, and are both mentioned by me in my narrative.
Mr. Gray mentions in his account, that « fome ruthed out at the gate
* towards the river ;" it might have occurred to Mr. Warts, if truth.
had been his aim, to atk Mr. Gray how they could rufh out, the keys.
being in my poflefion, and that gate not only locked, but barred and bolt-
ed ? but thefe enquiries would not have fquared with Mr. Watts’s pur-
pofe of detraction ——His ntelligence, picked up (to borrow his own
phrafe,) from corporal Angell, is equally authentic; for I folemnly aver,
fuch an incident never happened as the match, &c. though moft certainly-
I fhould have fo acted, had any rathnefs of that kind been attempted,.
which could have anfwered no good purpofe before the order was iffued.
for a general difcharge, which was then my object, if the Back Gate had,
not been forced.

Touching Mr. Drake’s anfwer, I find but few particulars that- are nog
fully difcufled, in my letter of the 30.h of November.~—His mssfortune,,
ar,
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are fufficiently beavy not to bear any addition fo the load ; and I could wifb
be bad not obliged me to fpeak at all——He remarks, my accufations are
confined to my fuperiors, and not juniors ; intimates, my fophiftry only
tends to fupplant my feniors.——1I could appeal to fome of your honour-
able Court, that this is not my talent, and that I am capable of doing
juftice to the merit of my feniors, though my declared enemies.—~—Mr,
Duake taking advantage of the loft confultations, afferts, the letter to the
Nabob was anfwered in confultation, in this affertion he fhould have
taken care that no circumitance could impeach his veracity, as effectually
as 1f the confultations could appear againft him.——He knows in lus
heart, that 1t never appearcd in confultation, until after the receipt of the
Chief and Council of Coflimbuzar’s letter, advifing of the Nabob's being
incenfed at the purport of it, when it was judged neceffary to difpatch im-
meduately a copy of 1t to thofe gentlemen : had he not been confcious of
this, would he have neglected fo favourable an opportunity, when he had
it in his power of confulting me, and thereby of juftly rendering every
pait of my nariative fufpected *——I was pofitive and clear in my aver-
ment and rcafoning thereon, that the anfwer was an a& of his own, and
theie were of thofe members furviving, Meflrs. Pearkes, Frankland, Mac-
ket, and Mr. Secretary Cooke, to have confuted me; but in place of
this, Mr. Drake prefers the meafure of throwing this allegation into his
letter, at a ume he was fure I thould never fee it abroad, and imagining
poffibly that might be the cafe here.

1 did not, 'tis true, mention the 70 men in fick quarters, becaufe, on
enquiry, I could not find there was one. The attempt to poffefs Tan-
nas's, was made fome day after my motion in the Council of War was
over-ruled. Mr. Drake afferts, all methods were ufed to fend fuccours
to the Fort ; but intunates that Captain Nicholfon was the only one would
undertake it Him we never faw nor heard of. On my joining the fleet
at Fulta, I did hear he was fent into Govindpore Cieek, to burn and
deftroy the great boats there, that they might not be employed by the
cnemy, 1n the attack or purfuit of the fhips

I'am, moft refpecifully, &c.

Having, we think, fufficiently vindicated this gentleman’s charaler from
the afpetfions mn this anonymous Pamphlet, we proceed to exculpate him
from refleGions no lefs infamous, fcandalous, and (confequently) unjuft.

Your Coust of Direors, in 1758, that is, the Bombay faction, which
compofed the majority of that Court, being determined to prevent Mr,
Holwell's fucceeding to the chair of Bengal, fuperfeded him the very next
fhup, after hus departure on the Warren, in favour of a gentleman v;‘ho

ad
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had not before been on the the civil Lt of your fervants; and foon after
in favour of a young gentleman, Mr. Ellis, whofe rank in your fervice,
before the capture of Fort William, entitled him only to the fubordinate
pott of fecond affiftant to this gentleman in the Zemindary; and finally
difmiffed him from your fervice, for figning the general letter, per Hard-
wick and Calcutta. The 147th paragraph of this letter has been often
exhibited to you ; we are not athamed to avow it was drawn up by Mr.
Holwell, who, in his letters to us, declared, he gloried more in this
honeft production of his pen, than ever Cicero did in his moft famed
Oratians,

After the very high encomiums beftowed upon this gentleman’s zeal,
integrity, and capacity, during the fpace of five years, a treatment fo
oppofite as we have now fet forth, called for fome excufe and palliation.
Thefe were not long wanting. To countenance and give the colour of
juftice to the moft cruel and ungrateful return for his many and eminent
fervices, feveral charges were raifed aganft him by the majority of the
then Court of DireCtors. Thofe charges, and Mr. Holwell’s reply to
them, we lay before you, in two letters addrefled to the Board of Cal-
cutta, and leave you the judges between them and him.

To the Honourable Robert Clive, Efq; Prefident and Governor, &c.
Council of Fort William.

Honourable Sir and Sirs, Fort William, December, 1759.

THE 132d paragraph of the Supplement to the Honourable the Court
of Dire@or’s Letter of the 23d of March, 1759, read for the firft
time the 2d inftant, is of {o extraordinary a nature, that it cannot too
early be fpoken to by thofe who are, or who may be fuppofed to be
pbin;)ed at ,—for neceflury reafons, I beg leave to mfert the whole para-
raph.
e We are informed from good authority, that two of our fervants, of
confiderable rank, actually recewved from Kiffendafs upwards of fifty
thoufand rupees, for our prote@ing this perfon agamnft Surajah Dow-
lah ; if this iniquitous tranfachion thould be proved, what an account
have thefe men to render here and hereafter ? For, according to hu-
man conje@ure, it was the foundation of your late bloody calamities.
The juftice you owe to thofe murdered innocents, to your employers,
and to your own charaers, will not fuffer us even to furmife thatyou will
fcreen fuch villany ; you will therefore examine fini@ly, and immedi-
ately into the truth of this report; give the enquiry preference to every ¢
other concern, and ufe every juftifiable method with Europeans and
natives to come at the knowledge of facts; and fhould any be found
« gulty,
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« guilty, difmiffion from our fervice muft not only inftantly follow, but
“ a profecution on our behalf for damages fuftained muft be commenced
¢ againft him or them in the Mayor’s Court; and whatever precautions
“ can be ufed for the fecarity of our demand, we expect, upon this oc-
« cafion, will be put in force.”

The retitude of my own heart, joined to the words of confiderable rank,
had nearly convinced me no part of this heavy charge of iniquity and
villainy could poffibly be aimed at me ; but when I found myfelf unjuttly
fuperfeded in the very next paragraph, without any caufe given by me,
or affigned by the Honourable the Court of Diretors, I could no longer
temsin 1n doubt that the meafure of my perfecution was not yet full,
And as I find myfelf doomed fooner or later a facrifice to private pique
and party on one pretence or another, forgive me, gentlemen, if, confci-
«ous of my own innocence, I am bold in my defence; I doubt not but
«ach of you will make my cafe your own, You have been all witneffes
of my unthaken zeal for the Company’s intereft and welfare, and are
likewife witneffes of the returns I have met with;—~returns that muft
alarm each of you who are liable, as well as myfelf, to have your honour
and charader ftigmatized, by covert infinuations-—conveyed into the
ready and open ears of credulity, by the tongues of malice and flander.
Happy are thofe few remaining gentlemen who were of council at the
period alluded to in the foregoing paragraph, in being able to defpife the
information, and retire from a fervice of fuch precarious tenure, and fub-
je& to fuch cruel afperfions: fuch thould be my condu& alfo, was it
equally in my power; but fince that is not the cafe, and my rank in the
fervice will probably in a thort time become really confiderable, I hold
myfelf bound to give * you,” gentlemen, every fatisfaction in the pre-
mifes, and to convince you by every means in my power, that if I am one
of the two glanced at in the faid 132d paragraph, fuch information, with
refpect to myfelf, is groundlefs, falle, and wicked, in the moft fuperlative
degree ; and I will juftly borrow from the faid paragraph, and fay what
an account have thofe men (the informers) to render here and hereafter,
who could from no foundation but that of infamous furmize, or lying
report, attempt to blaft the fame and integrity of others ’——=With re~
gard to the Honourable the Court of Directors fo readily giving credit and
fanction to that information, and their tacit condemnation unheard, (ob-
vious from their 133d paragraph) my duty and refpe@ with-holds my
pen, and tells me 1t 15 time I thould proceed to confider the charge itfelf,
with that freedom which every one owes to the juftification of his own
charaGer, though I am fenfible this freedom (to which the Honourable
the Court of Diretors are fuch ftrangers) will caufe my dmiffion from
the fervice.

You
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You are told, gentlemen, by the Honourable the Court of ‘Diretors,
that they are informed from good authority, * that two of their fervants,”
&c. Inreply to which, permit me to fay, if their authority has been
good, common juftice to their fervants thould have urged them to tranf-
mit the nature of that authority to you, as well as openly to have nimed
the two fervants aimed at here. You would have then had a foundation to
proceed on, without being reduced to the neceflity, as you now are, of
going 2 hunting both for the accufers and accufed ; a tafk that furely never
was impofed on any body of gentlemen whatfoever.

You are fubfequently told, that the protection given to the perfon of
Kiffendafs, was, from all human conjecture, the foundation of your late
bloody calamities ; if the Honourable the Court of Directors were really
fenfible, this was the foundation, permit me moft humbly to expoftulate
with them, why their refentment does not openly fall on thofe two per-
fons, who were more immediately concernerin granting fuch prote&ion,
to wit, on the then Chief of Coffimbuzar, who fo ftrongly urged the
neceflity of doing it, and the then Governor, who would not withdraw
that protetion when it became equally neceffary ? But, Gentlemen, had
the Honourable the Court of Directors thought proper to give a preference
to fa&s, in place of all human conje@ure, (which is fo often fubordinate
to all human malice and partiality) they would be convinced the protec-
tion granted to Kiflendafs was not in any the leaft degree the foundation
of your bloody calamities : fo that could that iniquitous circumftance of
receiving the 50,000 Rupees, be proved againft one or two of their fer-
vants, their enjoined profecutions for damages muft fall to the ground.
The facts above alluded to, which thould 1n juttice and propriety have
had the preference to human conjecture, are before the Honourable the
Court of Dire&ors, both in my addrefs to them of November 1756 from
Fulta, and in that of Auguft 1757 at London, which puts it out of their
power to fay they were ftrangers to them. The motives which have
urged the fuppreffion of thefe, and many other fals very material for
the knowledge of the world, are beft known to the wifdom of the Ho-
nourable the Court of Direcors; and it 1s my duty to fuppofe thofe mo-
tives are juft, or at leaft proper to further their particular purpofes, which
doubtlefs ultimately tend to the promoting the welfare of the Company
committed to their charge. Thus, for inflance, 1 believe many can re-
member, amongft the multitude of infamous reports {pread at Fulta, one
was, that three Gentlemen in the fervice had received from Kiffendafs
50,000 Rupees each, and 1 have no doubt but this affertion was impu-
dently wrote home from various hands : yet now you obferve, Gentle-
men, it is for the good of the fegicl:, that the charge thould only be

aimed



[ 242 ]

aimed at two.  Public bodies do not deem themfelves accountable for the
juftice and cquity of their condu@ to individuals under their command;
and individuals howfoever injured or opprefled, will be thought audacious
if they complain; but as tame fubmuffion and filence in this cafe would juftly
be conftrued into guilt, and wear more the complexion of a ftate of abfolute
flavery than a voluntary fervitude, I would here affert my own integrity and
injuries without referve, were certain poverty and want to be the confequence.
The Court of Directois may, if they pleafe, take the Company’s bread
from me, but they ought not by inuendo and infinuations, couched as they
imagine without the letter of the laws of England, diveft me of my good
name and charater, which their 132d paragraph moft evidently aims at;
and though prudence made 1t neceffary for them to fupprefs names, yet the
manifift tendency of the whole paragraph, is only calculated to give a
colouring and introduction to that which immediately follows, wherein not
only myfelf, but feven members of your board, and a multitude of fenior
fervants, all uncxceptionable i their charaGters and abilities, are fuperfeded
in open violation of that avowed principle of equity, on which the Honour-
able the Court of DireGtors reduced me laft year to my rank in the fervice,
But to refume my own vindication, permit me to reprefent to you,
Gentlemen,

That the prote&tion granted to Kiffendafs concerns not me more than
any other member of the board: that T had never, on my honour, any
communication or converfe with Kiffendafs or with any one belonging to
him, prior to my feeng him a prifoner in the factory: That my fortune
confidered in the year 1752, when I firlt came into the fervice, and com-
pared with the public ftate of 1t, expofed in our late calamities, will not
leave room for the leaft thadow of a furmufe, that it ever had any acquifi-
nions of fuch a natute, or in fuch adegree. Thefe, you will fay, do by no
means amount to proofs ; they are negative proofs, however, and what other
than negative proofs can be gwen againtt a charge fo indireét and dark ?
IMowever, as a jurther fausfation to myfelf, and 1 hope to you, 1 entreat,
that the folemn oath which I fhall annex to this addrefs, may be adminiftred
to me m council, as the only additional proof as yet in my power to give
you of my innocenc in this particular.

Having in a former part of this addrefs mentioned my being moft unjuftly
fuperfeded, it remains incumbent on me to prove thus affertion, and however
httle T may benefit myfelf by thus proof, it may have this ufe at leaft, that
you, Honourable Sir, and Sirs, and the reft of our fellow fervants, may
know m futute the eflimation you ouzht to put on your having real merit
in the fervice, and in baving that ment scknowleged and celebrated by the
Honourable the Coutt of Dire&ors, whofe memorics on this occafion, flt

mu
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muft humbly beg leave to refrefh, by various extra@s from their general
letters to this prefidency, refpecting my conduct in their fervice.

[Here were inferted the feveral paragraphs already given you, after the
ftate of the revenues, and then the letter to the Board went on as follows.]

From the tenor of this laft paragraph (2 5th March, 1757) T thnk 1 may
be juftified in faying, that perfonal refentment, or other private motives,
took the rule, and not thofe of juftice and equity, as the acknowledging and
rewarding my merit, and at the fame time fixing the clog agun up~n m.,
which they had fo gracioufly, and for the felf-fame reafons, taken ot in the
year 1755, per Eaftcourt, implies a moft mamfeft and unaccountable con-
tradiCtion ; however, in the general letter of the 11th of November, 1757,
per London and Warren, [ am agam releafed from that clog, and appointed
one of their four Governors in rotation; and 1 a fubfequent letter by the
fame fhips, on the rotation being abolithed, appointed to fucceed to the go-
vernment next after Mr, Manningham; and agamn by the laft letters per
London and Warren of the 11th of April, 17;%, reduced to my rank 1n
the fervice, and appomnted by the Honourable the Court of DireQors to fuce
ceed to the Government in turn; and now by the Prince Henry's letter
fuperfeded in favour of Captain James Barton, without the Honourable the
Court of Directors impeaching, or having caufe to impeach, that z.al, inte-
grity, and attachment to the Company, which they (o often acknowledged
and rewarded. Permut me, therefore, Gentlemen, through the channel of
your Board, humbly to reprefent to the Honourable the Court of Dire&tors,
the very hard treatment I have on the whole recewved, and to hope 1t will
merit their future more favourable confideration, the more efpecially as it
appears that many, I may fay moft of the gentlemen who have figned the
Prince Henry’s letter, have alfo given the fanion of therr hands to every
paragraph tranfmitted to this prefidency in my favour.

Tam, with refpe&,
Fort Wilham, Dec. 1759. Honourable Sir and Sirs, &c.
J 2. 1.

N.B. The following oath was tendered to, and taken by Mr Hol-
well in Council the 24th of December, 1759.

1 John Zephanizh Holwell, one of the Council of Fort William, 1756,
when Kiffendafs, the fon of Rajah Bullob, received the proettion of this
prefidency, do folemnly fwear that I never did, dire@ly or indirectly, recewe
from the faid Kiffendafs, or from any one on his behalf, any the leaft reward
or gratuity, either 1n money, jewels, or merchandize, for fuch proteétion

granted the faid Kiffendafs; and that I never did, on any other pretence or
Ih2 confideration
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confideration whatfoever, benefit myfelf by the faid Kiffendafs to the amount
or value of onerupee. So help me God. J. Z. Holwell,”

The feratiny ordered in the before-recited 132d paragraph, was made
by Colonel Clive at Moorthadabad, (where Kiflendafs then refided) at the
time the Colonel went to take leave of the Nabob, on his departure for
Europe. On his return to Fort William, he wrote the following letter to
the Board, on the fubjec of his enquiry.

Tothe Gentlemen of Council.

Sirs, 23d January, 1760,
' HE juftice I owe to my own reputation, as well as my duty to the
« Company, obliged me, prior to the refignation of this Government,

“ to ufe my utmoft endeavours in coming at the truth of the heavy charge,
“ feemingly contained againft Mr. Holwell, in the 132d paragraph of the
« general letter. Inclofed is the folemn atteftation of Kifiendafs, and I
 make no doubt but that gentleman’s innocence will appear as clear to the
¢ Court of Dire@ors, as it did to us who were prefent at, and witnefled
* the faid atteftation.”

N. B. The gentlemen who witnefied the atteftation were,

Col. Clive, Mr. Pybus,
Col. Ford, Capt. Carnac.
Major Caillaud,

To the Honourable Henry Vanfittart, Efq, &c. Council of Fort William.

Gentlemen, 24th of November, 1760.

Ccept my beft thanks for the obliging readinefs wherewith you have

A granted me copies of thofe paragraphs, in this year’s General Letter
from England, which relate particularly to myfelf,

As the Honourable the Court of Dire&ors had long determined me un-
worthy of fucceeding in their fervice, according to the rank they moft gra-
cioufly allotted me, 1n their General Letter of the 11th of April, 1758; 1
could with they had refted there, without laying me under a neceflity of break-
g i upon your time at this very bufy period, by a needful reply to fome
very unjuft reflections thrown upon me in the 11gth and 127th paragraphs
of their Letter, under date the 1t of April, 1760, The confideration of
that indifpenfible duty, which binds every Gentleman to the defence of his
own charaer, will, I am fure, be fufficient apology to your Honourable

Board, for this intrufion,
Refpecting
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Refpoéi;in%l the falary I received by appointment of the Board, as annex-
ed to the poft of Import Warchoufe-keeper, and as being pofleied by the
fame individual nominated to that poft, when the Government of Bengal
was ordered to four perfons, the Court of Dire@ors are pleafed to fay,
¢« The Gentlemen of Council might miftake their intentions; but that
« Mr. Hollwell thould have ated with more fincerity, becaufe he was
« perfectly acquainted with the Court’s fentiments, and particularly with
*« the motives of their orders, &c.” To this I may juftly reply, That the
fentiments and motives of that Court of Dire&tors were as well, or better
known to the Gentlemen of that Council than to myfelf. Tattempted not
to furprize them into that meafure; I laid what I thought an equitable
ftate of the cafe before them. They took it into ferious confideration, gave
a carefol perufal to every letter which reached them that year by the Warren ;
and on the whole, were of opinion, they contained not a {yllable that contra-
dicted their gving me thatemolument. To this I may add, the Gentle-
men of Council would have paid a very bad compliment to the fentiments
and motives which ditated the General Letter of the 11th of April, 1758,
if they had furmifed, the Court’s intention was to divelt me of any emolu-
ment annexed to the poft which the rank they deigned to give me regularly
brought me to, efpecially when that Letter not only puthed me from the
top of the Council to the bottom, but alfo divefted me of a poft which I had
filled near five years, and to which the fame Diretors had but the year be-
fore annexed, (to me particularly) a falary of 6,000 Rupees per annum,
as a reward for my integrity and juft conduct in the due execution thereof,

Touching the high refentment of the Court of Dire&ors, at “ my weak
and prefumptuous condud, for joming 1n confultation with the Captains
and Officers of the Warren, as fet forth n the 147 paragraph, I with ail
humility kifs the rod, and confefs 1t was out of my province to meddle
with fuch a fubje¢t. From this ftep I cannot exculpate myfelf, but by
averring, I had no motive to urge me, but the welfare and fafety of the
fhip, the Company's effe@s, and the troops on board. This plea, I know,
will avai] me little before judges, who have already, and at random, loaded
me with the heavy charge of influencing the Captan to difobey their or-
ders, from fz1fith profpects of my own. Surely, Honourable Sir, and Sirs,
I thall not give offence, when 1 fay, this charge has neither truth or pro-
bability to fupport it. The Captain and his Officers had formed their refo-
lutions, 4 priors, without my nterfering dire@ly or indire@ly, fo that I
cannot be faid to have influenced their counails. To this Captain Glover
will witnefs, 1f he has 1egard to truth, which I will not doubt: And he
was under no obligation of regarding my concurrence or non-concurrence,
which I do fappote would aot have varied lus meafures ; how{oever that
might have been, he mtreated me and Captain Drake to hear the rea}ion}sl

whic
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which detetmined him to the Bay, and give our opinions thereon; to
which we aflented : And from the face both of the inftrucions and orders
receved from the Court of DireGors, and the intelligence received from
Ceylom, which he had laid before us, I then was of opinion, as I'am to
this hour, that he and his officers acted a faithful and judicious part; and
I ferupled not to fign to that opinion, though I own it was an ill-judged
compliince, confiderng, as the Court jultly obferves, my ¢ interefted fitu-
t auon,” when I might have known that cvety handle which could be
timnped up, would be feized on to my prejudice, to give a colour and
plea for myutlice.  Had I not renounced my then felfith profpes, my opi-
nion would have been very different.  The Gentlemen themfelves knew,
they had taken care my felfith profpes at the Bay could be of little eftima-
tion to me, and that 1t was totally a matter of indifference to me or
mine, whether [ arrived there a month fooner or later. On the con-
trary, 1t was to me an interefting event the touching at Madrafs, as by not
d.angat [ was a lofer to the amount of near 2000 /. for the truth of which
the Guntlemen may, if they pleafe, apply to Meflrs. Mwilman, Solomon,
and Adams of London, to fay nothing of fome other very felfith profpes
winch might probably have been the confequence of my touching at that
Port ; but all thefe I renounced when the interefts of my employers came
m competition : And adequate has been my reward, as well in this as in
every other endeavour to ferve them,— The Court of DireGots are pleafed
to clofe this paragraph with faying, ¢ They are not willing to remember
¢« paft tianfodtions, but caution me to be more guarded in future ; for
< pethaps by my influence the diflrefles of Madrafs were increafed, and an
« unhappy Commander rumed.” That the Honourable the Court of Di-
se@ors fhould be unwilling to remember patt tranfactions, (refpecting me)
1 do not wondcr at; the reafons are obvious and firiking to the whole
world ! Ilowever, I humbly tranfmit them my thanks for their gracious
precaution, which follows sn fersarem ; but T have the pleafure of think-
iz, that long before this they are convinced it was quite thrown away.
That my nflucnce increafed the diftrefles of Madrafs, and ruined an un-
happy Commander , are moft fevere infinuations, and require diftin& pa-
1agraphs for teply, as the word — perbaps, — by no means extenuates the
mtended venom of the charge.

It would give me the deepeft affliction, had I been the caufe of increaf-
ing the diftrefles of Madrafs, even by an error in judgment. If the War-
ren’s proceeding to the By really had that effe@, for he had no money,
and o+ I remiember but Go men, 1t cannct, however be laid at my door,
with the lealt thadow of juftice.  But I know that (tnfling as the number
or tiops were) the {hup’s arnwval here, at the crtical time fhe did, had a
very ncceflory effect on the Government of the Provinces, which was thea

3 n



[ 247 ]

in Secret Treaty with the Dutch, taking the advantage of our great weak-
nefs, caufed by the expedition to the Southward, under Colonel Ford ; and
we had great reafon to think it gave for fome time 2 very feafonable check
to their Councils, as the troops were, with good fuccefs, fwelled by us to
fix times their real number,

That I fhould be deemed the caufe of an unhappy Commander’s ruin,
Is a charge which gives me more real concern than any other the Court of
Dire@ors have been pleafed to load me with, — To wipe off this cruel af-
perfion, I am under a neceflity of tranfcribing part of Captain Glover’s laft
Letter to me from Madrafs, under date the 2d of November, 1759, which
will, T hope, not only fet his own honour and honefty in a clear light, but
alto further evince, that I had not thofe felfith profpecs in view with which
I have been fo grofsly accufed. — After intreating I would write to my
friends in his favour, He goes on, ¢ I need not mention to Mr. Holwell
¢ what is neceffary, as he is a much better judge than 1 am; and fhall only
« hint one thing that will be of fervice. — They lay the blame entirely on
¢ this, — That you and I were concerned together, and wanted to pufh
« for the firft fhip at the Bay, to make our market ; — or this — that you
« wanted not to come here ; and my being a good-natured man (meaning,
« a5 I fuppofe, a foft one, or rather a fool) you over-perfwaded me to
* go immediately to Bengal. Now, Sir, I aflure you, that I have acted
¢ as an honeft man in regard to this affair; and no more than what I
« ought, as I am very certain of its falthood, and tell every body where I
« go, that you never was the man that concerned yourfelf with any thing
« relating to the fhip, or where I went ; and that you had concerns at Ma-
« drafs; that you would have been very glad to have gone there, which
« js, I believe, the truth ; and I fhall ever abide by it.”

The very fhameful fuppofition, which Captain Glover mentions above,
of my being concerned with him, and which feems to have been taken up
by the Court of Directors, and appears the ground-work of their chaiging
me with thefe felfith profpeds, is almoft unworthy my notice, tho' its con-
futation is in gy power, from a thoufand proofs. It is only for your fa-
tisfaction, Gentlemen, that, on my honour, 1 folemnly aver, I never had
a concern with that Gentleman, dire&tly or indire&ly, to the value of a
fhilling. Tam, with true refpect,

Honourable Sir, and Sirs,
Your moft obliged, and obedient humble fervant,
Z. H,

In the foregoing letter you fee two charges laid aganft this gentleman,
the one touching the falary annexed to the poft of Import Warehoufe-
Keeper;
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Keeper ; the other, his influencing Capt. Glover, commander of the War-
ren, to pafs the port of Madrafs, and ftand dire&ly for Bengal. As to the
firft, a debate in full Council was had, on the terms of the Court of Di-
retors letters, when it was agreed to continue the falary to this gentleman ;
and it ﬁvivas paid to him accordingly, {o long as he remained at the head of
that office.

Touching the fecond charge, let it be remarked, that notwithftanding
Capt. Glover had been divefted of his fhip by the Prefidency of Fort St,
George, your Court of Directors, on his return home, thought his conduct
{o juftifiable, that he was again reftored to a command in your fervice.

M. Holwell (contrary to the laboured intentions of your Court of Di-
re&ors) arrived at laft to the head of your affairs in Bengal. In this capa-
city, how anxious his fituation, (may be feen 1n his Addrefs) much more to
be pitied than envied. Though he was himfelf, immediately after Colonel
Clive’s departare, plunged n the heavieft difficulties, to fupport a govern~
ment overwhelmed in confufion, and the public tranfations of that active
and turbulent period were apparently fufficient to employ the attention
and genius of any one man, yet did he find leifure (to the lofs of his health
and peace) to fuperintend every the minuteft branch of your private con-
cerns and interefts. He had the addrefs to difcover an injurious confede-
racy in the execution of your new works of fortifications, commenced a
profecution againft the parties concerned, difdained a bribe of 10,000 I. to
drop that profecution, and might have gained treble that fum, had he
thewed the leaft propenfity to come to any compromife with the delin-
quents, The frauds he traced amounted to near 50,cool. the greateit
part of which he faw refunded, and fecurity taken for the reft, before he
was fuperfeded in your government. For proof of thefe falts, we fubjoin
the following vouchers.

Copy of a Minute of Council, the 14th July, 1760, touching Frauds in
the new Works,

¢« The Prefident, during the whole courfe of this fcrutiny, having
“ fhewn the moft unwearied application in bringing to light the frauds
“ hitherto difcovered, and given the higheft proof o% his integrity, in re-
“ fufing a bribe of eighty thoufand Rt}pees, and paying it into the trea-
« fury, as a fmall recompence for the frauds commutted.”

« Refolved,  That the thanks of this Board be returned to him, on be-
« half of our Honourable Employers.”
1 Cory
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Copy of 19 5th Patagraph of Governor Vanfittart's and his Council’s General
Letter to the Court of DireCtors, under Date the 16th of January 1761.

« In the former part of this letter, concerning the frauds committed in
s the new works, we mentioned the fums confefled by Govindram Goze,
«¢ and Captain Brohier , and that feveral fums had been paid n, on that ac-
« count: Befides thefe, the fum of 80,coo Rupees was privately prefent-
* ed to Mr. Holwell, (fuppofed by thofe concerned in the affair) with a
« yiew of prevailing on him (who alone was acquainted with the difcovery)
¢ to drop the profecution ; the fum was paid by him 1nto the treafury, and
« carried likewfe to the credit of — Over Charges, the New Works, bus
s apas nat accounted as a part of the fums for which the delinquents were
« anfwerable. Mr. Holwell, through the whole courfe of this enquiry,
¢ (hewed a diligence and attention, for which he received the thanks of
« the Board, and merits likewife your particular notice."

Copy of Mr. Holwell’s laft Letter to the Board of Calcutta.

To the Honourable Henry Vanfittart, Efq; Prefident and Governor, &,
Council of Fort William,

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, September 29th, 1760,
« HE many unmerited, and confequently unjuft, marks of refentment,
“ T which I have lately recewed from the prefent Court of Duectors,
« will not fuffer me longer to hold a fervice, in the courfe of which, my
« fteady and unwearied zeal for the honour and intereft of the Company,
s might have expected a more equitable return, —— Permit me, there-
« fore, Gentlemen, to refign the Service , and at the fame time to requeft
« the favour of your indulgence to refide in Bengal, untl I can fully col-
« le& my feattered concerns in trade, previous to my quitting India, ——
« Herein you will lay an obligation on him, who is (with true refpect, as
« well as moft fanguine withes for the honour and fuccefs of this Board,
« and profperity of the fettlement,) .
Honourable Sir, and Sirs,
Your moft obedient, humble fervant,
JJZHOLWELL,

Copy of the Minute in Council of the 29th of September, 1760, on receipt
of the foregoing letter.

g R. Holwell lays before the Board a letter, requefting leave to re-
‘ fign the fervice, and permiffion to refide in Bengal, until he can

«¢ fully collet his concerns in trade.
Ii ¢ Agreed
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« Agreed Mr. Holwell’ requeft be complied with, though the Board
« are concerned at the departure of {o valuable a member. ~ Ordered this
« letter be entered after this day’s confultation.”

For the truth of the feveral facs, vouchers, and quotations, here laid
before you, we appeal to the records of Leadenhall-ftreet.

Thus have we compleated our undertaking, viz. the Vindication of Mr.
Holwell's character, and at the fame time thewn from inconteftible fa@s,
the eminent benefits you have received from his fteady zeal and integrity ;
benefits that juftly demanded your higheft notice and gratitude, How
muft your Court of DireGors appeat (to the impartial ?) —They have been
often lavith of their public thanks and praifes to fome of your fervants, whil®
this gentleman (who from the ficft to the laft hour he had a feat in your
Councils abroad, never ceafed fuccefifully labouring for your god) was fo
thamefully neglected, nay * evil entreated.”

We clofe this addrefs by a fhort recapitulation of Mr. Holwell’s nine
years fervices, and in a juft eftimate, lay before you at one view the fum
total added to your eftate, for which you are (in fome Items folely, and in
the others chiefly) indebted to Mr. Holwell's fagacity, integrity and appli-
cation, viz.

Zemindary Calcutta - = - = = = = 10,000

Zemindary of the 24th Porgunnah - - - 60,000

Tands ceded by Mhur Coffin Aly Khan, chief-

ly by Mr. Holwell’s influence over him }7°°’°°°

——————

£. 770,000 per annum.

The fum fent to Mr. Holwell’s houfe in his abfence on the evening of the

13th July 1760, to engage him todrop the profecution of the frauds in the

fortifications,e (the perfons who fent it, not precifely known) was by him

the next morning prefented to the Company, and paid into your treafury.

viz. - = == === 10,000

Frauds traced and proved by Mr. Holwell, and
fince brought to your credit = - - } 50,000

£. 60,000

We are fenfible that the lands ceded by Coffin Aly Khan, have been
commonly valued only at 600,000 /. per annum, but we know their real
net value 15 as above efimated.

2 A GENUINE
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TO THE

R E A DER

HE following narrative will appear, upon perufal, to be a fimple
detail of a moft melancholy event, delivered in the genuine language
of fincere concern, in a letter to a friend; from whom the greateft
kindneffes had been received, and in whom the greateft confidence was
placed. It was written on board the veffel in which the author returned
from the Eaft-Indies, when he had leifure to reflect, and was at liberty to
throw upon paper, what was too ftrongly imprefled upon his memory,
ever to wearout,  If therefore it appearsin fome plages, a Little paffionate;;
in others, fomewhat diffufe; and, through the whole, tin®ured with that
difpofition under which it was written; the occafion, and the nature of
the performance, will fufficiently excufe what might have been confidered
as imperfe@ions, if it had been intended for the public view ; and which
may perhaps be confidered in another light, now, that through a train of
unforefeen accidents, it comes to appear in print,

The fubje& being of a very mixed nature, and fomething more than
a bare relation of private calamity, rendered many people curious to fee 1,
when it was once known, that fuch a paper exifted; and as there was
nothing contained 1n it, that required enﬂer much fecrecy, or circum-
fpection, it has been freely communicated to feveral, and amongft thofe,
to fome perfons of the firft diftinéion; who thought it mght graufy
public expe@tation, more efpecrally if it appeared 1 the fame natural and
undifguifed drefs, in which they had feen it; for truth, and more efpeci-
ally fo affe@ing a truth, ftands little in need of ornament, and appears to
more advantage, the lefs it 1s affifted by the arts of writing, to which the
author being a ftranger, he trufted to his feeling, and endeavoured to ex-
prefs by his pen, the emotions of his heart. He the more readily yielded
to this requeft of his friends, from the following motives, which, 2s they
wrought much upon him, may poffibly have fome weight with you.

It is fomewhat rare, to find tranfactions of an extrzoidinary nature
delivered circumftentially by thofe who are not only acquainted with, but
were alfo aGors 1n them, whilt the matter 15 freth in their minds, and
confequently, when they are fitteft to give a clear, conne@ed, and impar-

tialaccount. ‘This therefore having been his origmal intention, though
for
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for the fatisfaction only of & private friend; yet, when called upon to
make it public, it appeared to him a very Perfuaﬁve argument, as he was
confcious to himfelf, that he had written it with the firiGtet regard to
veracity, in every point, and to difburthen his thoughts of that load of
affliction, which would have been as intolerable as the misfortune itfelf,
if both had not been qualified by the remembrance of that mercy by which
he was delivered, and which feemed to claim a grateful return of public
acknowledgment, or fo peculiar a deliverance,

He was farther moved, by the confideration that there are fome fcenes
in real life fo full of mifery and horror, that the boldeft imagination
would not dare to feign them, for fear of thocking credibility, He thought
fuch fcenes as thefe could not be permitted, by a wife, a beneficent Being,
but for the fake of their becoming leflons to mankind ; and he therefore
concluded, that this intention could never be better anfwered, than by
confenting to render them public; that by this means, a door of hope,
and of confidence, may be opened, to fuch as may hereafter fall under
like tryals, by gwing them an inftance (and fure a ftronger cannot well be
given), that we ought never to defpair, when innocencs and duty have
been the caules of our diftrefs,
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A

L ETTER

FROM
J.Z. HOLWELL, Efg; to W= DAVIS, Efy;

From on board the Syren-Stoop, the 28th of February, 1757,

Dzar Sir,
HE confufion which the late capture of the Eaft-India Com-
I pany’s fettlemen's 1n Bengal muft neceffarily excite in the city of
London, will, I feez b= not a little heightened by the miferable
deaths of the greateft part of thofe gentlemen, who were reduced to the
fad neceffity of furrenderng themfelves prifoners at difcretion 1 Fort
William.

By narratives made public you will only know, that of one hundred
and forty-fix prifoners, one hundred and twenty-three were fmothered in
the Black-Hole prifon, in the night of the 2cth of June, 1756, Few
furvived capable of gwing any detail of the manner in which it happened ;
and of thefe I believe none have attempted 1t : for my own part, I have
often fat down with this refolution, and asoften relinquifhed the melancholy
tafk, not only from the difturbance and affliction it raifed a-freth in my
remembrance, but from the confideration of the impoffibility of finding
language capable of raifing an adequate 1dea of the horrors of the fcene I
effayed to draw. But as I believe the annals of the world cannot produce
an incident like 1t in any degree or proportion to all the difmal circum-
ftances attending it, and as my own health of body and peace of mind
are once again, n a great meafure, recovered from the injuries they fuffered
from that fasal night, T cannot allow it to be buried in oblivion, though
fhill confcious, that however high the colouring my retentive memory may
fopply, it w1l fall infintte'y thart of the horrors accompanying this fcene,
Thefe defects muft, and 1 doubt rot, will be affifted by your own humane
and benevolent imagma ion ; in the exercife of which I never knew you
deficient, where unmenited diftrefs was the object. -
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The fea-air has already had that falutary effe& on my conflitution I ex-
pected, and my mind enjoys a calm 1t has been many months a firanger
to, ftrengthened by a clear chearful fky and atmofphere, joined to an
unufual pleafant gale, with which we are paffing the equinoétial. I can
now, therefore, look back with lefs agitation on the dreadful night I am
gomng to defcribe ; and with a grateful heart fincerely acknowledge, and
decply revere that Providence, which alone could have preferved me
through that and all my fucceeding fufferings and hazards.

Before I condut you into the Black-Hole, it is neceffary you fhould
be acquainted with a few introducory circumftances. The Suba * and
his troops were 1n pofleflion of the fort before fix in the evening, I had
in all three interviews with him : the laft in Durbar 4 before feven, when
he repeated his affurances to me, oz the word of a foldier, that no harm
fhould come to us; and indeed I believe his ordets were only general,
That we fhould for that night be fecured, and that what followed was
the refult of revenge and refentment in the breafts of the lower Jemmaat-
daarsd, to whofe cuftody we were delivered, for the number of their
order killed during the fiege. Be this as it may, as foon as it was dark,
we were all, without diftinction, directed by the guard over us, to colle&t
ourfclves into one body, and fit down quietly under the arched Veranda
or piazza, to the weft of the Black-Hole prifon, and the barracks to the
left of the court of guard; and juft over-againft the windows of the
governor's eafterly apartments. Befides the guard over us, another was
placed at the foot of the ftairs at the fouth end of this Veranda, leading
up to the fouth-eaft baftion, to prevent any of us efcaping that way. On
the parade (where you will remember the two twenty-four pounders ftood)
were alfo drawn up about four or five hundred gun-men with lighted
matches.

At this time the fatory was in flames to the right and left of us; to the
tight the Armory and Laboratory ; to the left the Carpenter’s yard : though
at this time we imagined it was the Cotta-warchoufes||. Various were
our conjectures on this appearance; the fire advanced with rapidity on
both fides ; and it was the prevailing opinion, that they intended fuffocat-
ing us between the two fires: and this notion was confirmed by the
appearance, about half an hour paft feven, of fome officers and people with
hghted torches in their hands, who went into all the apartments under the
eafterly curtain to the right of us; to which we apprehended they were
fetting fire, to expedite their fcheme of burning us.  On this we prefently
came to a refolution, of rufhing on the guard, feizirg their fcymitars, and

# Suzajud-Dowla, viceroy of Bengal, Bakar, and Orixa,  +Incouncl. 1 Anofficer
of the rank of Serjeant. | The Company’s cloth warchoufes, .
attacking
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attacking the troops upon the parade, rather than be thus tamely 10afted
todeath. But to be fatisfied of their intentions, I advanced, at the requeft
of Meffrs. Baillie, Jenks, and Revely, to fee if they were really fetting fire
to the apartments, and found the contrary; for in fad, as it appeared
afterwards, they were only fearching for a place to confine usin, the laft
they examined being the barracks of the court of guard behind us.

Here I muft detain you alittle, to do honour to the memory of a man,
to whom I had in many inftances been a friend, and who, on this occafion,
demonttrated his fenfibility of it 1 a degree worthy of a much higher
rank., His name was Leech, the Company’s fmith, as well as cleik of the
partth ; this man had made his efcape when the Moors entered the fort,
and returned juft as it was dark, to tell me he had provided a boat, and
would enfure my efcape, 1f I would follow him through a paffage few were
acquainted with, and by which he had then entered. (This might eafily
have been accomplithed, as the guard put over us took but very flight
notice of us.) I thanked him in the beft terms I was able ; but told him
it wasa ftep I could not prevail on myfelf to take, as I fhould thereby very
1ll repay the attachment the gentlemen and the garnifon had thewn to me;;
and, that I was refolved to fhare their fate, be it what it would- but
prefled him to fecure his own efcape without lofs of time; to which he
gallantly replied, that ¢ then he was refolved to thare mine, and would 1ot
« leave me.’

To myfelf and the world I fhould furely have ftood excufed in em-
bracing the overture above-mentioned, could I have conceived what im-
mediately followed ; for I had fcarce ume to make him an anfwer, before
we obferved part of the guard drawn up on the parade, advance to us with
the officers who had been viewing the 1ooms. They ordered us all to
nfe and go into the barracks to the left of the coust of guard. The
barracks, you may remember, have a large wooden platform for the foldiers
to fleep on, and are open to the weft by arches and a {mall parapet-wall,
correfponding to the arches of the Veranda without. In we went moft
readily, and were pleafing ourfelves with the profpeét of paffing a com-
fortable night on the platform, little dreaming of the infernal apartment in
referve for us. For we were no fooner all within the barracks, than the
guard advanced to the inner arches and parapet-wall; and, with their
mufkets prefented, ordered us to go into the room at the fouthermoft end
of the barracks, commonly called the Black-Hole prifon; whilft others
from the Court of Guard, with clubs and drawn fcymitars, prefied upon
thofe of us next to them. This firoke was fo fudden, fa unexpeted, and
the throng and preffure fo great upon us next the door of the Black-Hole
prifon, there was no refifing it; but like one agitated wave impelling
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another, we were obliged to give way and enter ; the reft followed like 2
torrent, few amongft us, the foldiers excepted, having the leaft idea of the
dimenfions or nature of a place we had never feen: for if we had, we
fhould at all events have ruthed upon the guard, and been, as the leffer
cvil, by our own choice cut to pieces.

Among(t the firft that entered, were myfelf, Meflts. Baillie, Jenks,
Cooke, T. Coles, Enfign Scot, Revely, Law, Buchanan, &c. I got
poffeffion of the window neareft the door, and took Meflrs, Coles and
Scot nto the window with me, they being both wounded (the firft I be-
lieve mortally).  The reft of the abovementioned gentlemen were clofe
round me. It was now about eight o'clock.

Figure to yourfelf, my friend, if poffible, the fituation of 2 hundred
and forty-fix wretches, exhaufted by continual fatigue and adion, thus
crammed together in a cube of about eighteen feet, in a clofe fultry night,
m Bengal, fhut up to the eaftward and fouthward (the only quarters
from whence air could reach us) by dead walls, and by a wal{and door
to the north, open only to the weftward by two windows, ftrongly barred
with iron, from which we could rective fcarce any the leatt circulation
of freth air,

What muft enfue, appeared to me in lively and dreadful colours, the
inftant I caft my eyes round, and faw the fize and fituation of the room.
Many unfuccefsful attempts werc made to force the door ; for having no-
thing but our hands to work with, and the door opening inward, all en-
deavours were vain and fruitlefs.

Obferving every one giving way to the violence of paffions, which I
forefaw muit be fatal to them, I requefted filence might be preferved,
whilft I fpoke to them, and in the moft pathetic and moving terms
which occurred, ¢ I begged and intreated, that as they had paid a ready
obedience to me 1n the day, they would now for their own fakes, and
the fakes of thofe who were dear to them, and were interefted i the pre-
fervation of their lives, regard the advice I had to give them, I affured
them, the retuin of day would give us air and hiberty ; urged to them,
that the only chance we had left for fuftaining this misfortune, and fur-
viving the night, was the preferving a calm mind and quiet refignation
to our fate ; intreating them to curb, as much as poffible, every agitation
of mind and body, as raving and gwing a loofe to their paffions could an-
twer no purpofé, but that of haftening their deftruction.”

This
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This remonflrance produced a fhost interval of peace, and gave me «
few mmutes for 1efleCtion : though even this paufe was not a little diftuibed
by the cries and groans of the many wounded, and more particularly of
my two compantons 1n the window. Death, attended with the moft
cruel train of aircumftances, I plainly percewed muft prove our inevitable
deftiny. I had feen this common mugration 10 too many fhapes, and ac-
cuftomed myfelf to think on the fubject with too much propriety to be
alarmed at the profpec, and indeed felt much more for my wretched
companions than myfelf,

Amongft the guards pofted at the windows, I obferved an old Jem-
mautdaar near me, who feemed to carry fome compaffion for us in hus
countenance ; and indeed he was the only one of the many in his ftation,
who difcovered the leaft tiace of humanity, 1 called him to me, and
the moft perfuafive terms I was capable, urged him to commiferate the
fufferings he was a witnefs to, and prefled him to endeavour to get us
feparated, half in one place, and half in another, and that he fhould in
the morning recewve a thoufand Rupees for this a of tendernes. He
promufed he would attempt it, and withdrew ; but in a few minutes re-
turned, and told me it was impoffible. I then thought I had been defi-
cient in my offer, and promifed him two thoufand, He withdrew a fe-
cond time, but returned foon, and (with 1 believe much real pity and
concern) told me, 1t was not practicable, that it could not be done but
by the Suba’s order, and that no one dared awake him.

During this interval, though their paffions were lefs violent, their un-
eafinefs increafed. We had been but few minutes confined, before every
one fell into a perfpiration fo profufe, you can form no idea of it. This
confequently brought on a raging thirft, which fhill increafed, 1n propor=
tion as the body was draned of its moifture,

Various expedients were thought of to give more room and air. To
obtain the former, it was moved to put oé‘ their cloaths. This was ap-
proved asa happy motion, and in a few minutes I believe every man was
firipped (myfelf, Mr. Court, and the two wounded young gentlemen by
me excepted). For a lutle time they flattered themfelves with having
gained a mighty advantage; every hat was put in motion, to produce
a circulation of air; and Mr. Baillie propofed that every man fhould fit
down on his hams. As they were truly 1 the fitvation of drowning
wretches, no wonder they caught at every thing that bore a flattering ap-
pearance of faving them. This expedient was feveral times put in prac-
tice, and at each time many of the poor creatures, whofe natural ftrength
was lefs than others, or had been more exhaufted, and could not imme-
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diately recover their legs, as others did, when the word was given to
rise, fell to nife no more; for they were inftantly trod to death, or fuf-
focated.  When the whole body fat down, they were fo clofely wedged
together, that they were obliged to ufe many efforts, before they could
put themfelves in motion to get up again.

Before nine oclock every man’s thirft grew intolerable, and refpi-
ration difficolt.  Our fituation was much more wretched than that of fo
many miferable animals in an exhaufted recewver ; no circulation of freth
an fufficient to continue life, nor yet enough divefted of its vivifying par-
ticles to put a {peedy period to it.

Efforts were again made to force the door, but in vain, Many infults
wete ufed to the guard, to provoke them to fire in upon us (which, asI
learned afterwards, were carried to much greater lengths, when 1 was
no more fenfible of what was tranfated). For my own part, I hitherto
felt lttle pain or uneafinefs, but what refulted from my anxiety for the
fufferings of thofe within. By keeping my face between two of the bars,
I obtained air enough to give my lungs eafy play, though my perfpiration
was exceffive, and thirft commencing. At this period, fo ftrong an uri-
nous volatile efluvia came from the prifon, that I was not able to turn
my head that way, for more than a few feconds of time.

Now every body, excepting thofe fituated in and near the windows,
hegan to grow outrageous, and many delirious: Water, Water, became
the general cry.  And the old Jemmautdaar, beforementioned, taking pity
on us, ordered the people to bring fome fkins of water, hittle dreaming,
I believe, of its fatal effe®s. This was what I dreaded. I forefaw 1t
would prove the ruin of the fmall chance left us, and effayed many times
to fpeak to him privately to forbid its being brought, but the clamour
was {o loud, 1t became impoffible. The water appeared. Words cannot
paint to you the univerfal agitation and raving the fight of it threw us into,
I had flattered myfelf that fome, by preferving an equal temper of mind,
might outhve the might; but now the refléion which gave me the
greateft pain, was, that I faw no poffibility of one efcaping to tell the
difmal tale.

Until the water came, I had myfelf not fuffered much from thirft,
which inftantly grew exceffive. We had no means of conveying it into
the prifon, but by hats forced through the bars, and thus myfelf, and
Meflrs Coles and Scot (notwithftanding the pams they fuffered from their
wounds) fupplied them as faft as poflible. But thofe, who have expe;
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rienced intenfe thirft, or are acquainted with the caufe and nature of this
appetite, will be fufficiently fenfible it could receive no more than a mo-
mentary alleviation ; the caufe ftill fubfited. Though we brought full
hats within the bars, there enfued fuch violent ftruggles, and frequent
contefts, to get at it, that before it reached the lips of any one, there
would be fearcely a fmall tea-cup full left in them. Thefe fupplies, like
fprinkling water on fire, only ferved to feed and raife the flame.

Oh ! my dear Sir, how fhall I give you a conception of what I felt at
the cries and ravings of thofe in the remoter parts of the prifon, who
could not entertamn a probable hope of obtaming a drop, yet could not
diveft themfelves of expeation, however unavailing ! And others calling
on me by the tender confiderations of friendfhip and affetion, and who
knew they were really dear to me. Think, if poffible, what my heart
mutft have fuffered at feeing and hearing their diftrefs, without having 1t
in my power to relieve them ; for the confufion now became general and
horrid.  Several quitted the other window (the only chance they had for
life) to force their way to the water, and the throng and prefs upon the
window was beyond bearing ; many forcing their paffage from the further
part of the room, prefled down thofe in their way, who had lefs ftrength,
and trampled them to death.

Can it gain belief, that this fcene of mifery proved entertainment to
the brutal wretches without ? But fo it was; and they took care to keep
us fupplied with water, that they might have the fatisfaction of fecing
us fight for it, &5 they phrafed 1t, and held up lights to the bars, that
they might lofe no part of the inhuman diverfion.

From about nine to near eleven, I fuftained this cruel fcene and painful
fitaation, fhill fupplying them with water, though my legs were almoft
broke with the weight aganft them, By this time I myfelf was very
near prefled to death, and my two companions, with Mr. William Parker,
(who had forced himfelf into the window) were really fo.

For a great while they preferved a refpect and regard to me, more than
indeed I could well expetl, our circumftances confilered ; but now all
diftin@ion was loft. My friend Bailie, Mefirs. Junks, Revely, Law,
Buchanan Simfon, and feveral others, for whom 1 had a 1eal efteem and
affeGtion, had for fome time been dead at ny feet, and weie now trampl-d
upon by every coiporal or common foldier, who, by the help of .
tobuft conftitutions, had forced their way to the window, and L.}
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by the bars over me, till at laft I became fo prefled and wedged up, I was
deprived of all motion.

Determined now to give every thing up, I called to them, and begged,
as the laft inftance of their regard, they would remove the preffure upon
me, and permit me to retire out of the window, to die in quet. They
gve way ; and with much difficulty I forced a paffage inte the center of
the prifon, where the throng was lefs by the many dead, (then I believe
arfounting to one-third) and the numbers who flocked to the windows;
for by this time they had water alfo at the other window.

In the Black-Hole there is a platform * correfponding with that in the
barracks : I travelled over the dead, and repaired to the further end of 1,
juft oppofite the other window, and feated myfelf on the platform be-
tween Mr. Dumbleton and Capt. Stevenfon, the former juft then expiring.
I was full happy in the fame calmnefs of mind I had preferved the
whole time ; death I expected as unavoidable, and only lamented its flow
approach, though the moment I quitted the window, my breathing grew
fhort and painful. .

Here my poor fiiend Mr. Edward Eyre came flaggering over the dead
to me, and with his ufual coolnefs and good-nature, afked me how I
did? but fell and expired before I had time to make him a reply. Ilaid
myfelf down on fome of the dead behind me, on the platform;
and recommending myfelf to heaven, had the comfort of thinking my
{ufferings could have no long duration.

My thitft grew now infupportable, and difficulty of breathing much in-
creafed ; and 1 had not remaied in this fituation, I believe, ten munutes,
when I was feized with a pan in my breaft, and palpitation of my heart,
both to the moft cxquifite degree. Thefe roufed and obliged me to get
up agamn; but fhil the pain, palpitation, thirft, and difficulty of
breathing increafed. I 1ctained my fenfes notwithftanding, and had the
grief to fee death not fo near me as I hoped ; hut could no longer bear
the pains I (uffered without attcmptin& a relief, which I knew freth air
would and could only give me. I inftantly determined to puth for the
window oppofite to me; and by an effort of double the ftrength I ever
before pofiefled, gained the third rank at it, with one hand feized 2 bar,
and by that means gained the fecond, though I think there were at leaft
fix or feven ranks between me and the window.

* This platform was raifed between three and four feet from the floor, open underneath :
1t extended the whole length of the eaft fide of the prifon, and was above fix feet wide.

In
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In a few moments my pain, palpitation, and difficulty of breathing
ceafed; but my thirft continued intolerable. I called aloud for “ waTer
¢ por Gop’s sAKE :” had been concluded dead; but as foon as they
heard me amongft them, they had ftill the refpet and tendernefs for me,
to cry out, * GIVE HIM WATER, GIVE HIM WATER!” nor would one
of them at the window attempt to touch it until I had drank. But from
the water I found no relief ; my thirft was rather increafed by 1t; fo I
determmed to drink no more, but patiently wait the event, and kept my
mouth moift from time to time by fucking the perfpiration out of my
thirt-{leeves, and catching the drops as they fell, hl:e heavy rain from my
head and face: you can hardly imagine how unhappy I was if any of
them efcaped my mouth.

I came into the prifon without coat or waiftcoat ; the feafon was too
hot to bear the former, and the latter tempted the avarice of one of the
guards, who robbed me of it when we were under the Veranda, Whiltt
I was at this fecond window, I was obferved by one of my miferable
companions on the right of me, 1n the expedient of allaying my thuft
by gxcking my fhirt-fleeve. He took the hint, and robbed me from
time to time of a confiderable part of my flore, though after I detected
him, I had ever the addrefs to begin on that fleeve firft, when I thought
my refervoirs were fufficiently replenifhed ; and our mouths and nofes
often met in the conteft. This plunderer, I found afterwards, was a worthy
young gentleman in the fervice, Mr. Luthington, one of the few who
efcaped from death, and fince paid me the compliment of afluring me, he
believed he owed his life to the many comfortable draughts he had from
my fleeves. 1 mention this incident, as I think nothing can give you a
more lively 1dea of the melancholy ftate and difirefs we were reduced to.
Before I hit upon this happy expedient, I had, 1n an ungovernable fit of
thurft, attempted drinking my urine, but 1t was fo intenfely bitter there
was no enduring a fecond tafte, whereas no Briftol water could be more
foft or pleafant than what arofe from perfpiration.

By half an hour paft eleven the much greater number of thofe living
were in an outrageouswdehrium, and the others quite ungovernable ;
few retaining any calmnefs, but the ranks next the windows. By what
I had felt myfelf, 1 was fully fenfible what thofe within fuffered ; but
had only pity to beftow upon them, not then thinking how foon I fhould
myfelf become a greater object of it.

They all now found, that water, inftead of relieving, rather heightened
their uneafineffes ; and, “ AIR, AIR,” was the gencral cry.  Every infule
that could be devifed againf? the guard, all the oppiobrious names and
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abufe that the Suba, Monickchund *, &c. could be loaded with, were re-
peated to provoke the guard to fire upon us, every man that could,
rufhing tumultuonfly towards the windows with eager hopes of meetin
the fitlt thot. Then a general prayer to heaven, to haften the approac
of the flames to the right and left of us, and put a period to our mifery.
But thefe failing, they whofe ftrength and fpuits were quite exhaufted,
lud themfelves down and expired quietly upon therr fellows: others who
had yet fome firength and vigow left, made a laft effort for the win-
dows, and feveral fuccecded by leaping and fcrambling over the backs
and heads of thofe in the firft ranks; and got hold of the bars, from
which there was no removing them, Many to the right and left funk
with the violent preflure, and were foon fuffocated; for now a fteam
arofe fiom the lving and the dead, which affe€ted us in all its circum-
ftances, as if we were forcibly held with our heads over a bowl full of
ftrong volatile fpirit of hartfhorn, until fuffocated ; nor could the effluvia of
the one be diftinguithed from the other, and frequently, when I was
forced by the load upon my head and fhoulders, to hold my face down, I
was obliged, near as I was to the window, inftantly to raife it again to
efcape fuffocation,

I need not, my dear friend, afk your commiferation, when I tell you,
that in this plight, from half an hour paft eleven till near two in the
morning, 1 fultained the weight of a heavy man, with his knees in my
back, and the preffure of his whole body on my head. A Dutch fer-
aeant, who had taken his feat upon my left thoulder, and a Topaz * bear-
ing on my right, all which nothing could have enabled me long to fup-
port, but the props and preflure equally fuftaimng me all around. The
two latter I frequently ditlodged, by thifting my hold on the bars, and
drivinz my knuckles nto their ribs, but my friend above ftuck faft, and
as he held by two bars, was immoveable.

When I had bore this confli& above an hour, with a train of wretched
reflections, and feeing no glimpfe of hope on which to found a profpe&
of relief, my fpuits, refolution, and every fentiment of religion gave way.
I found I was unable much longer to fupport this trial, and could not
bear the dreadful thoughts of retiring into the inner part of the prfon,
where I had before fuffered fo much. Some infernal fpint, taking the
advantage of this period, brought to my remembrance my having a fmall
clafp penkmfe in my pocket, with which I determined inftantly to open
my arteries, and finifh a fyftem no longer to be borne. I had got it out,
when heaven interpofed, and reftored me to freth fpirits and refolution,

* Rajah Monickchund, appointed by the Suba governor of Calcutta,
t A bluck Chrifhan foldier  ufually termed fubjets of Portugal, "
Wi,
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with an abhorrence of the a& of cowardice I was juft going to commit:
Texerted a-new my ftrength and fortitude ; but the repeated trials and cf-
forts I made to diflodge the infufferable incumbrances upon me at laft
quite exhaufted me, and towards two o'clock, finding I muft quit the
window, or fink where I was, I refolved on the former, having bore,
truly for the fake of others, infinitely more for life than the beft of it is
worth.

In the rank clofe behind me was an officer of one of the thips, whofe
name was Carey, who had behaved with much bravery during the fiege,
(his wife, a fine woman though country-born, would not quit him, but
accompanied him 1nto the prifon, and was one who furvived.) This poor
wretch had been long raving for water and air; I told him I was deter-
mined to give up life, and recommended his gaining my ftauon. On
my quitting, he made a fruitles attempt to get my place; but the Dutch
ferjeant who fat on my thoulder fupplanted him.

Poor Carey exprefled his thankfulnefs, and faid, he would give up life
too; but it was with the utmoft labour we forced our way from the
window, (feveral in the inner ranks appearing to me dead ftanding *.)
He laid himfelf down to die: and his death, I believe, was very fudden;
for he was a'thort, full, fanguine man: his firength was great, and I
imagine, had he not retired with me, I fhould never have been able to
have forced my way.

T was at this time fenfible of no pain and little uneafinefs: I can give
you no better idea of my fituation than by repeating my fimile of the
bowl of fpirit of hartfhorn. I found a ftupor coming on a-pace, and
laid myfelf down by that gallant old man, the reverend Mr. Jervas Bel-
lamy, who lay dead with his fon the Lieutenant, hand in hand, near the
fouthermoft wall of the prifon,

When I had lain there fome little time, I ftill had refledion enough
to fuffer fome uneafinefs”in the thought, that I fhould be trampled up-
on, when dead, as I myfelf had done to others. With fome difficulty
I .raifed myfelf, and gained the platform a fecond time, where I pre-
fently loft all fenfation: the laft trace of fenfibility that I have been able
to recollec after my lying down, was my fafh being uneafy about my
wafte, which I untied and threw from me.

Of what paffed in this interval to the time of my refurretion from
this hole of horrors, I can give you no account, and indeed, the parti-

* Unable to fall by the throng and equal preflure round.
L1 culars
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nulars mentioned by fome of the gentlemen who furvived, (folely by the
cumber of thofe dead, by which they gained a freer acceffion of air, and
»pproach to the windows) were fo exceflively abfurd and contradiory,
as to convince me, very few of them retained their fenfes; or at leaft,
loft them foon after they came into the open air, by the fever they car-
ricd out with them,

In my own efcape from abfolute death the hand of heaven was mani-
feltly exerted : the manner take as follows. When the day broke, and
the gentlemen found that no intreaties could prevail to get the door
opened, it occurred to one of them, (I think to Mr. fecretary Cooke)
to’ make a fearch for me, in hopes I might have influence enough to
gain a releafe from this {cene of mifery. Accordingly Mefirs. Lufhing-
ton and Walcot undertook the fearch, and by my fhirt difcovered me
under the dead upon the platform. They teok me. from thence; and
imagining I had fome figns of life, brought me towards the window I
had firft pofleffion of.

But as life was equally dear to every man, (and the ftench arifing from
the dead bodies was grown intolerable) no one would give up his fta-
tion in or near the window: fo they were obliged to carry me back again,
But foon after Captain Mills (now captain of the company’s yacht) who
was in poffeffion of a feat in the window, had the humanity to offer to
refign it. I was again brought by the fame gentlemen, and placed in the
window.

At this jun@ure the Suba, who had received an account of the havock
death had made amongft us, fent one of his Jemmantdaars to inquire if
thg chief furvived. They fhewed me to him; told him I had appear-
ance of life remaining, and believed I might recover if the door was
opened very foon. ‘This anfwer being returned to the Suba, an order
came immediately for our releafe, it being then near fix in the morning,

The frefh air at the window foon brought me t8 life ; and a few minutes
after the departure of the Jemmautdaar, I was reftored to my fight and
fenfes. But oh! Sir, what words fhall I adopt to tell you the whole that
my foul fuffered at reviewing the dreadful deftru@ion round me? Iwill
not attempt it ; and indeed, tears (a tribute I believe I fhall ever pay to
the remembrance of this fcene, and to the memory of thofe brave and
valuable men) ftop my pen.

The little ftrength remaining amongft the moft robult who furvived,
made it a difficult tafk to remove the dead piled up againft the door;
‘ fo
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fo that'] believe it was more than twenty minutes before we cbtained
a paffage out for one at a time.

T had foon reafon to be convinced the particular inquiry made after me
did not refult from any dictate of favour, humanity, or contrition ; when
I came out, I found myfelf in a high putrid fever, and, not being able
to ftand, threw myfelf on the wet grafs without the Veranda, when a
meflage was brought me, fignifying I muft immediately attend the Suba.
Not being capable of walking, they were obliged to fupport me under
each arm; and on the way, one of the Jemmautdaurs told me, as a
friend, to make a full confeffion where the treafure was buried n the
fort, or that in half an hour I fhould be fhot off from the mouth of a
cannon *. ‘The intimation gave me no manner of concern; for, at that
jun@ure, I fhould have efteemed death the greateft favour the tyrant
could have beftowed upon mg.

Being brought into his prefence, he foon obferved the wretched plight
I was in, and ordered a large folio volume, which lay on a heap of plun-
der, to be brought for me to fit on. I endeavoured two or three times
to fpeak, but my tongue was dry and without motion. He ordered me
water.  As foon as I got fpeech, I began to recount the difmal cataftrophe
of my miferable companions. But he flopt me fhort, with telling me,
he was well informed of great treafure being buried or fecreted in the
fort, and that I was privy to it; and if I expected favour, muft difcover it,

I urged every thing I could to convince him there was no truth in the
information ; or that if any fuch thing had been done, it was without my
knowledge. I reminded him of his repeated aflurance to me, the day
before ; but he refamed the fubject of the treafure, and all I could fay
feemed to gain no credit with him. I was ordered prifoner under Mhi
Muddon, General of the Houfhold T'roops.

' Amongft the guard which carried me from the Suba, one bore a large
Moratter battle-axe, which gave rife, I imagine, to Mr. Secretary Cooke’s
belief and report to the fleet, that he faw me carried out, with the edge
of the ax towards me, to have my head firuck off. This I-believe is the
only account you will have of me, until I bring you a better myfelf.
But to refume my fubject: I was ordered to the camp of Mhir Muddon's
quarters, within the outward ditch, fomething fhort of Omychund’s
garden (which you know is above three miles from the fort) and with
me Meffieurs Court, Walcot, and Burdet. The reft, who furvived the
fatal night, gained their liberty, except Mrs. Carey, who was too young

* A fentence of death common in Indoftan.

12 and
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and handfome. The dead bodies were promifcuoufly thrown into the
ditch of our unfinithed ravelin, and covered with the earth.

My being treated with this feverity, I have fufficient reafon to affirm,
proceeded from the following caufes. The Suba’s refentment for my
dcfending the fort, after the Governor, &c. had abandoned 1t; his pre-
puflefiion touching the treafure ; and thirdly, the inftigations of Omychund *
m refentment for my not releafing him out of prifon, as foon as I had the
command of the fort : a circumftance, which in the heat and hurry of
adtion, never once occurred to me, or I had certainly done it ; becaufe I
thought his imprifonment unjuft. But that the hard treatment 1 met
with, may truly be attributed in a great meafure to his fuggeftion and in-
finuations, 1 am well affured, from the whole of his fubfequent condué ;
and this further confirmed to me, in the three gentlemen feleed to be
my companions, againft each of whom e had conceived particular re-
fentment ; and you know Omychund can never forgive.

We were conveyed in a Hackery 4 to the camp the 21t of June, in
the morning, and foon loaded with fetters, and ftowed all four in afeapoy's
tent, about four fect long, three wide, and about three high ; fo that we
were half in, half ouf: All night it rained feverely. Difmal as this was,
it appeared a paradife compared with our lodging the preceding night.
Here I became covered fiom head to foot with large painful boils, the
firft fymptom of my recovery ; for until thefe appeared, my fever did not
leave me.

On the morning of the 22d, they marched us to town in our fetters,
under the fcorching beams of an intenfe hot fun, and lodged us at the
Dock-head 1n the open {mall Veranda, fronting the riyer, where we had
a ftrong guard over us, commanded by Bundo Sing Hazary, an officer
under Mhir Muddon.  Here the other gentlemren broke out likewife- in
boils all over their bodies (a happy circumftance, which, as I afterwards
learned, attended every one who came out of the Black-Hole.)

On our arrival at this place, we foon were given to underftand, we fhould
be embarked for Muxadabad }, where I think you have never been ; and
fince I have brought you thus far, you may as well take this trip with us
hkewife. Ihave much leifure on my hands at prefent 5, and, you know,
you may chufe your leifure for perufal.

We fet out on our travels from the Dock-head the 24th in the after-
noon, and were embarked on a large Wollack §, containing part of Bun-

® A great Gentoo merchant of Calcutta, + A coach drawn by oxen, 1 The
* capital of Bengal, § A large boat. i



[ 269 ]

do ' Sing's plunder, 8c. She bulged a-(hore a little after we fet off, and
broke one of her floor timbers : however they puthed on, tho' the made
fo much water the could hardly fwim. Our bedftead and bedding were
a platform of loofe unequal bamboos laid on the bottom timbers ; fo that
when they had been negligent in bailing, we frequently waked with half
of us in the water. We had hardly any clodths to our bodies, and no-
thing but a bit of mat, and a bit or two of old gunny-bag, which we
begged at the Dock-head to defend us from the fun, rains, and dews,
Our food only rice, and the water along-fide, which, you know, is neither
very clean, nor very palatable, in the rains: but there was enough of it
without fcrambling.

In fhort, Sir, though our diftreffesin this fituation, covered with torment-
ing boils, and loaded with irons, will be thought, and doubtlefs were,
very deplorable ; yet the grateful confideration of our being fo providen-
tially a remnant of the faved, made every thing elfe appear light to us.
Our rice and water-diet, defigned as a grievance to us, was certainly our
prefervation : for, could we (circumftanced as we were) have indulged in
flefh and wine, we had died beyond all doubt.

When we artived at Hougly fort, I wrote a fhort letter to governor
Bifdom (by means of a pencit and blank leaf of a volume of Archbifthop
Fillotfon's fermons given us by one of our guard, part of his plunder)
advifing him of our miferable plight. He had the humanity to difpatch
three feveral boats after us, with frefh provifions, liquors, cloaths, and
money ; neither of which reached us. But, « Whatever is, is right,”
©Our rice and water were mere falutary and proper for us.

Matters ridiculous and droll abundantly occurred in the' courfe of our
trip.  But thefe I will poftpone for a perfonal recital, that 1 may laugh
with you, and will only mention, that My hands alone being free from
impofthumes, I was obliged for fome time to turn nurfe, and feed my
poor diftrefféd companigns.

When we came oppofite to Santipore, they found the Wollack would
not be able to proceed further, for want of water in the river; and one
of the guard was fent a-fhore to demand of the Zemindar * of that dif-
tri, light boats to carry prifoners of ftate under their charge to Muxada-
bad. The Zemindar, giving no credit to the fellow, muftered his guard
of pykes, beat hum, and drove him away.

* A proprictor of land;
This,
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This, on the return of the Barkandafs, raifed a moft furious combuf-
tion. Our Jemmautdaar ordered his people to arms, and the refolution
was to take the Zemindar and carry him bound a prifoner to Muxadabad,
Accordingly they landed with their fire-arms, fwords, and targets ; when
it occurred to ope mufchievous mortal amongft them, that the taking me
with them, weuld be a pr¥of of their commiffion, and the bigh offence
the Zemindar had commutted.

Being immediately lugged afhore, I urged the impoffibility of my walk-
ing, covered as my legs were with boils, and feveral of them in the way
ofg my fetters ; and intreated, if 1 muft go, that they would for the time
take off my irons, as it was not in my power to efcape from them ; for
they faw I was hardly able to ftand. But I might as well have petition-
«d tygers, or made fupplication to the wind. I was obliged to crawl:
They fignified to me, 1t was now my bufinefs to obey, and that ‘I fhould
semember, I was not then in the Kella of Allynagore*. Thus was I
marched in a fcorching fun, near noon, for more than a mile and half ;
my legs running in a ftream of blood from the irritation of my irons, and
myfelf ready to drop every ftep with exceffive faintnefs and unfpeakable
pain.

When we came near the Cutcherry of the diftri&, the Zemindar with
his pykes was drawn up ready to receive us ; but as foon as they prefented
me to him as a prifoner of ftate, eftimated and valued to them at four
lack of Rupees+, he confefied himfelf fenfible of his miftake, and made
no further thew of refitance. The Jemmautdaar feized him, and gave
orders to have him bound and fent to the boat: but on his making further
fubmiffion, and promifing to get boats from Santipore to fend after us,
and agrecing to pay them for the trouble he had caufed, he was releafed,
and matters accommodated.

I was become fo very low and weak by this cruel travel, that it was
fome time before they would venture to march me back ; and the ¢ hard-
«¢ hearted villains,” for their own fakes, were at laft obliged to carry me
part of the way, and fupport me the reft, covering me from the fun with
their (hields, A poor fellow, one of our Under-Gomaftaus of Santipore,
feeing me at the Cutcherry, knew me, and, with tears in his eyes, pre-
fented me with a bunch of plantains, the half of which my guard plun-
dered by the way.

We departed from hence dire@ly, in expeQation of boats following us,
but they never came 5 and the next day (I think the laft of June) they

@ The name given to Calcutta, by the Suba, after the capture, 4 50,000 L.
prefed
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prefied a fmall open fithing-dingy, and embarked us on that, with two of
our guard only ; for in fa&, any more would have funk her. Here we
had a bed of bamboos, fomething fofter, I think, than thofe of the great
boat ; that is, they were fomething fmoother, but we were o diftreficd
for room, that we could nat ttir without our fetters bruifing our own, or
cach others boils; and were in woeful diftrefs indeed, not arriving at
Muxadabad until the 7th of July in the afternoon. We were all this
while expofed to one regular fucceffion of heavy rain, or intenfe fun-fhine,,
and nothing to defend us from either,

But then don'’t let me forget our bleflings ; for by the good-nature of
one of our guard, Shaike Bodul, we now and then latterly got a few
plantains, onions, parched rice, with Jaggree®, and the bitter green,,
called Curella : all which were to us luxurious indulgencies, and made the
rice go down delicioufly, ;

On the 7th of July, early in the morning, we came in fight of the
French fa&ory. I had a letter prepared for Mr. Law the Chief, and
prevailed with my friend Bodul, to put to there.  On the receipt of my
letter, M. Law, with much politenefs and humanity, came down to the
water-fide, and remained near an hour with us, He gave the Shaike a
genteel prefent for his civilities, and offered him a confiderable reward and
fecurity, if he would permit us to land for an hour’s refrefhment : but he
replied, his head would pay for the indulgence. Afier Mr. Law had
given us a {upply of cloaths, linen, provifions, liquors, and cafh, we left
his factory with grateful hearts and compliments,

We could not, as you may imagine, long refit touching our flock of
provifions ; but however temperate we thought ourfelves, we were all
difordered more or lefs by this firft indulgence. A few hours after I was
feized with a painful inflammation in my sight leg and thigh.

Pafling by our fort and factory at Coffimbuzar, raifed fome melancholy
reflections amongft us,  About four in the afternoon we landed at Muxa-
dabad, and were conducted to, and depofited in an open flable, not far
from the Suba’s palace in the city.

This march, I will freely confefs to you, drew tears of difdain and
anguith of heart from me; thus to be led like a felon, a fpectacle to the
inhabitants of this populous city | My foul could not fupport itfelf with
any degree of patience ; the pain too anfing from my bails, and inflam-

* Molaffes,
matiom
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mation of my leg, added not a little, I believe, to the depreffion of my
{pirits, ‘

Here we had a guard of Moors placed on one fide of us, and a guard of
Gentoos on the other ; and being deftined to remain in this place of purga-
tory, until the Suba returned to the city, Ican give you no idea of our
fufferings. 'The immenfe crowd of fpectators, who came from all quar-
ters of the city to fatisfy their curiofity, fo blocked us up from morning
till night, that I may truly fay we narrowly efcaped a fecond fuffocation,
the weather proving exceeding fultry.

‘The firft night after our arrival in the ftable, I was attacked by a fever ;
and that night and the next day, the inflammation of my leg and thigh greatly
increafed : but all terminated the fecond night in a regular fit of the gout in
my right-foot and ankle; the firft and laft fit of this kind I ever had. How
my irons agreed with this new vifitor I leave you to judge; for I could not
by any intreaty obtain liberty for fo much as that poor leg.

During our refidence here, we expeded every a& of humanity and
friendfhip from Monf. Law and Mynheer Vernet, the French and Dutch
Chiefs of Coffimbuzar, who left no means uneflayed to procure our releafe.
Our provifions were regularly fent us from the Dutch Tankfal * in Coriem-~
abad ; and we were daily vifited by Mcflis. Rofs and Ekftone, the Chief
and Second there; and indeed received fuch inftances of commiferation
and affetion from Mynheer Rofs, as will ever claim my moft grateful
remembrance.

The whole body of Armenian merchants too were moft kind and friend-
ly to us; particularly Aga Manuel Satoor: we were not a hittle indebted to
the obliging good-natured behaviour of Meflrs. Haftings and Chambers, who
gave us as much of their company as they could. They had obtained their
liberty by the Fiench and Dutch Chiefs becoming bail for their appearance.
This fecurity was often tendered for us, but without effect.

“The 11th of July the Suba arrived in the city, and with him Bundoo Sing,
to whofe houfe we were removed that afternoon in a Hackery; for I was
not able to put my foot to the ground. Here we were confirmed in a report
which had before reached us, that the Suba, on his return to Houghly, made
inquiry for us when he releafed Meffieurs Watts and Collett, &c. with in-
tention to releafe us alfo; and, that he had exprefled fome refentment at
Mhir Muddon for having fo hathily fent us up to Muxadabad, Ttiis proved

* The Dutch Miot near Muxadabad.
a very
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a very pleafing piece of intelligenceto us; and gave us reafon to hope the
iffue would be more favourable to us than we expected.

Though we were here lodged in an open Bungulo only, yet we found ou-
felves relieved from the crowd of people which had fhifled s at the flable,
and once more breathed the frefh air. ' We were treated with much kindnefs
and refpect by Bundoo Sing, who generally paffed fome time or other of the
day with us, and feafted us with hopes of being f{oon releafed,

The 15th we were conducted in a hackery to the Kella *, in oider to
have an audience of the Suba, and know ows fate, We were kept above
an hour in the fun oppofite the gate; whilft here we faw feveral of his mini-
fters brought out di(graced, in the cuftody of Sootagurdars, and difmiffed
from their employs, who buta few minutes before we had feen enter the Kella
in the utmoft pomp and magnificence.

Receiving advice, that we fhould have no audience or admittance to the
Suba that day, we were depofited again at our former lodgings, the ftable,
to be at hand, and had the mortification of pafling anothe: night there.

The 16th in the morning an old female attendant on Allyverdy Cawn's Be-
gum+, paid a vilit to our Shaike and difcourfed half an hour with him,
Overhearing part of the converfation to be favourable to us, I obtained the
whole from him ; and learned, that at a feaft the preceding night, the Begum
had follicited our liberty, and that the Suba had promifed he would releafe
us on the morrow. ‘This, you will believe, give us no fmall fpurits; but
at noon all our hopes were dathed by a prece of ntelligence from Bundoo
Sing, implying, that an order was prepared, and ready to pafs the feal, for
returning us in irons to Rajah Monickchund, governor of Allynigore, the
name the Suba had given to Calcutta,

I need not tell you what a thunderclap this proved to us in the very height
of cur flattering expedtations; for I was, as to myfelf, well convinced I fhould
never have got alive out of the hands of that rapacious harpy, who is a genuine
Hindoo §, in the very worft acceptation of the word; therefore, from that
moment, gave up every hope of liberty.

Men in this ftate of mind are generally pretty eafy: it is hope which
gives anxiety, We dined and laid ourfelves down to fleep ; and for my own
part, 1 never enjoyed a founder afternoon’s nap.

* The feat of the Suba’s refidence in the city of Muxadabad.
+ The dowager princefs, grandmother of Surajud Dowla,

1 Hindoo or Gentoo,
Mm Towards
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Towards five the Shaike waked me with notice, that the Suba would pre-
fently pafs by to his palace of Mootecjeel. We roufed, and defired the guard
would keep the view clear forus.  'When the Suba came in fight, we made
him the ufual Salaam; and when he came abreaft of us, he ordered lhus
Litter to {lop, and us to be called to him. We advanced, and Iaddreflcd
him in a fhoit fpeech, fetting forth our fufferings, and petitiored for our
liberty.  The wictched fpeétacle we made muft, I think, have made
an impreffion on a breaft the moft biutel, and if he 15 capab'e of pity or
contrition, his heart felt it then, I think it appeared m {pight of him n his
countenance, He gave me no reply: but ordercd a Soctapurdar and Chub-
daar, immediately to fte our 1rons cut off, and to condu@ us wherever we
chofe to go, and to take care we received no trouble nor infult, and having
repeated this order diftinétly, directed his retinue to go on.  As foon as our
legs were frec we took boat and proceeded to the Tankfull, where we were
recerved and entertained with real joy and humanity.

Thus, my worthy friend, you fee us reftored to liberty, at a time when
we could entertain no probable hope of ever obtaning 1t.  'The foundation
of the alarm at noon was this: Moneloll, the Suba’s Dewan, and fome others,
had n the morning taken no fmall pains to convince the Suba, ¢ That,
“ notwithftanding my loffes at Allynagore, 1 was fll poflefled of enough
“ to pay a confiderable fum for my freedom ; and advifed the fending me
¢ to Monickehund, who would be better able to trace out the remainder of
“ my eff@.” To this, 1 was afterwards nformed, the Suba 1eplied :
¢ It may be; if he has any thing left, let im keep it: his fufferings have
“ been great, he (h.lhave his hberty,” Whether this was the refult of his
own fentirents, or the confequence of his promife the mght before to the
old Begum, 1cannot fay ; but believe, we owe our freedom paitly to both,

-

Beng myfuf once again at liberty, it is time I fhould releafe you, Sir,
alio from the unpleafing travel I have led you in this narrative of our diftreffes,
fiom our entrance 1nto that fatat Black-Hole,  And, thall it after all be faid,
or even thought, that I can poffibly have arraigned or commented too feverely
on a conduét which alone plunged us into thefe unequalled fufferngs® I
hope not.  Iam,

Dear Sirg,

Your moft faithful and

obedient humble Servant,

JJZ. HOLWELL.



[ 273 1

LIST of the SmoTHERED in the Back-HoLe Prifon (exclufive of Sixty-
nine, confifting of Dutch and Englith Serjeants, Corporals, Soldiers,
Topaz's, Militia, Whites and Portugueze, whofe Names I am unac-
quainted with), making on the whole, One hundred and twenty-three
Pesfons.

Of CGouncil.
E.Eyre . The Reverend Jervas
Wm, Baillie }Efqrs, Bellamy.
Gentlemen in the Service.
Meflts. Jenks Meflrs. Harod
Revely P. Johnftone
Law Ballard
Coales, Enf, Mil, N, Drake
Valicourt Carfe
Jeb Knapton
Toriano Gofling
E. Page Bing
S. Page Dod
Grub Dalrymple.
Street
Military Captains.
Clayton Witherington.
Buchanan
Lieutenants.
Bifhop Simfon
Hays Bellamy.
Blagg
Enfigns.
Paccard " C.Wedderburn
Scot Dumbleton, Enf, Mil,
Haftings
Serjeants, &e.
Serjeant Major Abraham :
Quarter<Mafter Ser- Cartwright Sfefv‘f i"::s
jeant Bleau of Militia,

Mm2 Sea
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Sea Captains.
Hunt Guy
Ofburne Porter
Purnell, furvived the W. Parker
night, but died next Caulker
8 Bendall
Mefirs, Carey Atkinfon
Stephenfon Leech, &c. &c:

LIS T of thofe who SurviveD the BLack-HoLE Prifon,

Mefirs, Holwell Capt. Dickfon

Court Mr. Moran

Secretary Cooke Jobn Meadows, and 12 Mi-
Luthington litary and. Militia Blacks
Burdet and Whites, fome of whom
Enf. Walcott recovered when the door
Mrs. Carey was open,

Capt. Mills

A DEFENCE
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TO THE

ProPrIETORS of EAsT-INDIA STOCK.

infinuations have been levelled at the condu& and chara@er of the

Gentleman now prefiding there; amongft thefe, the greateft ftrefs
feems to be laid on two accufations; to wit, the Treaty .of Commerce
made at Mongheer, and a Model of Cannon prefented by Mr. Vanfittart
to Mhir Coffim Aly Khan. The firft of thele charges may & (in part)
founded on ignorance: the fecond, on premeditated malice only. From
both we undertake to exculpate him. Much has been faid touching the
Iiberties of the Company’s phirmaunds from the Great Moguls, and Con-
fidence afferts they were given up by Mr. Vanfittaet in the treaty of com-
merce he concluded at Mongheer. Let us examine this fa& firft, and
clear it of the veil of darknefs that covers it.

IN the courfe of altercation on your affairs at Bengal, many injurious

When Mr. Surman {head of the embafly {ent by the Company to the
emperor Farrucfeer, to folicit the laft phirmaund, and explanation of
former grants) was on his return to Fort Wilham, he pitched his tents in
the neigibourhood of Moorthadabad, and having acquired from the Em-
peror a title and rank in the hift of Omrahs, fomething fuperior to that
which Jaffier Khan (then Suba of Bengal) bore, Mr. Surman expetted
the firft vifit——7Jaffier Khan allowed Mr. Surman’s fuperior title, but
confidering himfelf 1n rank the third Suba of the empire, and Vice-Roy of
Bengal confirmed from court, thought the dignity of his poft demanded
the firft vifit from Mr. Surman : frequent meflengers pafled between them,
touching this ceremonial, for the fpace of three days; but neither ftoop-
ing, Mr. Surman ftruck his tents, and returned to Calcutta.—~Thus an 1n-
judicious punéilio in Mr. Surman deftroyed all future cordiality with a
man, on whom (from the nature and power of his poft) fo much de~
pended, for the due cxecution of thofe phirmaunds granted by Farrucfeer,

We grant, that in the original phirmaunds to the Company, there wes

a general liberty of trade given, without any exemption of particulars;
bat when this general trade, as well inland as exports and imports, con-
tinued
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tinued ¢o be exercifed by the fervants of the Company as formerly, Jaffier
Khan prefently manifefted the refentment he had conceived againft the
Englith at Mr. Surman’s behaviour to him; and though his predeceflors
had been troublefome on this head, yet he went much further.

His firft operations were, refufing us the right of coinage, and fpiriting
up the Zemindars, proprictors of the 37 villages on the other fide the
Ganges; both ceded to the Company by the phirmaund. Thefe Zemin-
dars kept up their demands fo high, and ftarted fo many difficulties with
regard to parting with their lands, that the Company have never got pof-
feflion of them to this day: from the fame caufe, their prefidency of Fort
William was eternally incommoded by a vexatious government's jurif-
diction in the very heart of Calcutta, known by the names of Molungah,
Simlea, &c.

His next ftep was to claim an executive right to the trade of three the
moft ftaple and lucrative articles of tohacco, falt and beetlenut ; alleging,
that from time immemorial none had prefumed to trade in thefe three
articles, but thofe who had his particular licence and exprefs purwannah.
He fignified thefe fentiments to the Prefidency, and prohibited the Com-
pany or their fervants trading in them for the future.

The Company’s fervants ftill perfitting to trade in thefe articles, Jaffier
Khan ftopped the.Company’s whole trade and inveftment for Europe,
which could never again obtain a currency, but by the payment of a fe-
vere mul&, of one, two, three, and fometimes four lacks of rupees at a
time,

The fame fyftem of politics was purfued by his fucceflor, until the
Company at home being wearied out with continued advices of thefe
contefts between the Government and their Bengal fervants, came toa re-
folution of 1clinquithing their right to the trade of thefe three articles,
tobacco, falt, and bectle nut, for themfelves, and ftriétly prohibited their
fervants ever interfering in them, on pain of immediate difmiffion from
their fervice ; and thefe commands were repeatedly iffued by the Court
of Dire€ors to their fervants abroad Henceforward the fervants were
content to trade in thefe articles under the covert of a Mahometan daflick
(or pafiport). This they did on the beft terms they poffibly could with
the Mahometan merchant, which was generally a confideration of 2§
per cent. a confideration very moderate on articles that commonly yicld a
profit of 8o to 150 per cent. This 25 per cent. was a clear profit, with-
out rifque, to the merchant who gave his name, provided he was in fa-
vour at the Durbar ; but at the wotft, he was always able to get off for

' 3 paying
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ying 8 or 10 per cent. cuftoms on the trade he covered, and put the rcft
into his pocket. Sometimes a joint trade was entered into in co-partne:-
fhip, though not always in equal proportions.

The continual abufe of the Company’s dufticks, by their fervants, has
been for the fpace of forty years laft paft, another great caufe for re-
peated juft complaints from the Durbar; for thereby the Emperor was
robbed of his legal cuftoms on a confidersble proportion of the trade of
the provinces—As the nature of the Company’s duftick, and the mifchiefs
arifing from the abufe of it, muft be little known to you; a fhort expla.
nation of both, becomes here abfolutely neceffary to your information,

The Company’s duftick is a paffport for their trade, iffued under their
broad Perfian Purwannah feal, or feal of office, figned by the Prefident,
and counter-figned by the Secretary to the Council, fpcc&éing the quan-
tity, number, package and quality of the goods to be paffed by virtue of
that particular duftick, clear of all duties, let, hindrance, or obftru&ions
from the Government's guards, and receipts of cuftom fettled on diffe-
rent parts of the rivers and other inland parts of the provinces.—The
duftick was alfo occafionally iffued by the chiefs of your fubordinate fac-
tories, under the fame formalities ; and whether from the Prefidency or
Subordinates, always fpecified the place from whence the goods came, and
where deftined ; and with the particulars before recited, were fet forth
both in Englith and Perfian, and a regifter regularly kept of every du-
ftick iffsed. The ddttick was drawn in Perfian, as well as Englith, be-
caufe at every Government's chowkey there was ftationed a Perfian Moon-
fpee (Writer or Sccreur{) on the part of the Government, who being a
g:nger to the Englith language, the Company’s trade might otherwife
be liable to obftruction, delay, lofs and damage, by a longer detention in
their boats at fometimes inclement feafons of the year.

Your fervants, down to the junior Writer, were entitled to a duftick
on application, for the protedtion of his private trade. The wifdom of
firft granting this liberty and indulgence, and the continuing it fo long
after the fatal confequences were vifible, are points I will not here difcufs,
Let it fuffice, that I fay the abufe of it gave too juft 2 handle to the Go-
vernment for frequently putting a ﬁotp to the provifion of your inveft-
ment in every part of the provinces, for one, two, and fometimes three
months together, until bought off by the payment of a high muld,
which generally grew higher the longer a K:nd was made againft it,
Thus have I known a contention of this kind, which might eafily (in the
beginning of an embargo laid on your inveftment) have been compro-
mifed for fifty or a hundred thoufand rupees, coft you, at the end of two

or threc months, three or four lacks. Though the policy of the govern-
Nn ment
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mentWab invariable in this particular of the abufe of the duftick, (as
formerly touching our trading in the three prohibited articles of falt, to-
bacco and beetlenut) they never, before the times of the Subas Ally Verdy
Khap and Surajad Dowla, meditated the attack and deftru@ion of your
forts and ridms 5 thefe had new and particular motives ; former Subas,
on a tranfgreffion either in the one or the other of tht two before-men-
tioned caufes, put an immediate ftop to the provifion of your inveftments,
by laying a prohibition on the weavers and others employed in your ma-
nufa@ures, furrounding your fubordinates with guards, and cutting off
fupplies of provifions, &c. They knew the importance of your mveft-
ments, and the feafons for the difpatch of it to Europe, and knew alfo
you could hardly fuftain yourfelves under the failure of one year’s returns ;
all this they were perfe@ly acquainted with, and therefore knew your fer-
vants muft neceffarily fubmit, fooner or later, to any terms they thought
fit to impofe: a confideration alfo, which thould have determined your
Prefidency to fimfh every difpute of this kind with all poffible expedition,
I will not fay thefe exa@ions would not have been made, had no real
caufe been given ; light pretences are fufficient for arbitrary governments
to ac upon; but where real caufe exifted, which (regarding the abufe of
the duftick at leaft) was too truly the cafe, we cannot furely much won-
der at it. But to explain the nature of this abufe of your duftick, fo con-
ftantly the fource of complaints from the durbar :

When youth firft embark in your fervice, at the age of 15 or 16, it
cannot be reafonably fuppofed they fet out with any fixed principles of
moral re@itude; confequently the good difpofitions they may have ac-
quired by a careful education, become too much liable to be perverted,
by defigning artful men. Thefe young gentlemen, on their arrival in
Bengal, entertain a fervant, under the denomination of a Banian, who, in
the general, foon becomes their mafter, and continues that power and
influence over them, more or lefs, as long as they refide in India; but
more cfpecially, if the Banian happens to be poflefled of a capital that
can be affifting to his (nominal) mafter in trade, the young gentleman
himfelf rarely having a capital of his own to begin with,

Thefe Banians are either fimply fo, or merchants as well as Banians,
In general, they have no principle to be the rule of their aQions, bue
gain; this is their fole purfgit, and to accomplith it they ftick at nothing,
fo they can guard againft a detection of their roguerics.

If they are Banians fimply fo called, they are moftly tools of fome na-
tive merchant, whofe principles of rectitude are not a whit better than
the Bapians.

7 The
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The Seats (a Gentoo Caft, fo called) and the other Company’s Dadney
merchants, who provided their inveftments until the year 173, rarely b=
fore that period ftooped to be Banians to the gentlemen in your fervice ; but
from that period, finding the meafure was adopted for providing your in-
veftment by your own gomaftahs or factors at the Arungs, they condefcended

to ferve cither in perfon or by Banians who were entircly dependant on
them.

Thefe Dadney merchants, whilft they continued in that employ, always
had the addrefs to bring down their own private goods and merchandize
with the Company’s, under the cover and proteétion of the fame duftick ;
but being in the above-mentioned year ftripped of that means of eluding
the king’s duties, they fixed on another which they knew had been for a
long term fuccefsfully practifed by the Banians; that is, covering their
trade by the Company’s dufticks, obtained chicfly from your junior fervants.

Various were the terms of this illicit compact ; fometimes the Company’s
fervant was entitled to 1th, jth, or . of the profits on the trade fo cover-
ed. At other times, with forrow I fpeak it, your duftick was fold at vari-
ous prices, from 200 to 2§ rupees each; amly to fuch a thameful proftitu-
tion did this trade in dufticks come to, that it was no uncommon thing to
fee on the regifter a trade of two lack per annum carried on in appear-
ance by perfons known never to have been worth five pounds in their lives,
nor that had credit to this amount in your Prefidency. Sometimes they en-
gaged in a joint trade, the Banian or merchant finding the capital, in the
courfe of which if your fervants came in for 1-16th of the profits he was
well off, but oftener was brought in debtor.

The Government’s fpies in the fettlement were well acquainted with
proftitutions and abufe of the Company’s Duftick, and fent daily advices
thereof to the Durbar, where it ufed to be often thrown out in terrorem,
¢ that they had a long Duttick account to fettle with the Englith.” — And
Surajud Dowla in 1756, declared he would prove from vouchers in his pof-
feflion “ that the Englith had defrauded the King in his revenues, by co-
« vering the trade of his fubjets with their Dufticks to the amount of one
¢ Corore and a half (one million five hundred thoufand pound ferling) in
* the fpace of fifty years.,” Howfoever this charge was exaggerated, it is
a truth, that the fum of the frauds arifing from this illicit practice muft
have been very important.

Your Court of Directors were fo fenfible of the repeated abufe of this
indulgence, that I think, there are no lefs than five and twenty sTaNDING
Nna2 ORDERS
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Orpeas againft it tranfmitted to your Prefident and Council of Fort Wil-
liam from the year 1702 to 1756, each of thefe orders direting, on detec~
tion, reftitution of the King’s daties, immediate difmiflion from the fer-
vice, and the aggreflor to be fent to England on the firft returning fhip ;
but notwithftanding thefe orders, and the utmoft vigilance of your Coun.
cil abroad to prevent this practice, it was found impoffible. The ftrongeft
prohibitions, the moft folemn oaths, proved incffectual ; and though it was
notorioufly known, that there was hardly any period of your fervice, that
there were not fome of ‘your fervants who had no vifible means of fubfift-
ing, but on this trade of Dufticks ; yet, ftrange to tell! we find few ex-
amples made of the aggreffors on the records of the Company. This can
be accounted for, only from the difficulty of full dete@ion ; but furely in this
cafe, where the very exiftence of the Company was liable to be brought
into hazard, ftrong and glaring prefumption o(y the fa& thould have been
deemed proof fufficient; the more efpecially, as it waslong evident, nothing
but examples made of this prefumptive proof, would be capable of putting
a total ftop to a praice that had fo often embroiled, and diftreffed your
affairs; and was at laft one of thofe caufes affigned by Surajud Dowla, for
that deftruction brought on your Bengal fettlements 1n 1956, Thefe ex-
amples fhould not have been confined to your fervants only, but thould
have been extended to the Black Merchant or Banian, fifpeifed of being
concerned with them; thefe fhould have been banifhed your fettlements,
and in flagrant inftances delivered up to the government. Three examples
of this kind, we dare fay, would have effeCtually put a ftop to this mifchief
for ever: We think fome diretions to the above purport and intention
were fent out by your Court of DireCtors a few years ago, but they were
never put in practice,

To draw our foregoing anecdotes into a fmaller compafs, we beg leave
to remind you, that we have thewn two principal caufes that gave rife to
every conteft which happened between your fervants and the Government,
down to the time of Surajud Dowla, viz. Your fervants trading in the three

rohibited articles fo often mentioned, and their abufe of the Company’s
Buﬂick, both repeatedly forbid by your Court of Dire&ors under the fever-
eft and moft pofitive reftritions, and yet both continued, and lately the
one of them abfolutely avowed, nay, even contended for by fome of your
fervants with indecency, arrogance and violence ; to the utter fubverfion of
the laws and natural liberties of a country where you trade upon fufferance;
as well as in defiance and difobedience of the reiterated commands of their
mafters at home.

Letus take a fhort view of this government in the year 1760, when
you faw a Vice Roy at the head of it, raifed by your fervants from motives
© of
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of juftice, joined to the neceflity of your affairs ; confirmed by yourfelves
in x opinion and judgment oft’;our Dire&tors: Confider tbiz y\?ice Roy
making you princely donations of the moft valuable parts of his country;
then fee your fervants aiming to ftrip him of the remainder, the commer.
cial legal duties which were to be his future fupport in that government
you had promoted him to—now fee him driven from two of his provinces
for not tamely fubmitting to arrogant impofitions—then furely you will
bluth for the reproaches fo wantonly thrown upon the Englith name and
pation. But to return more immediately to our fubje&.

Soon after Mr. Vanfittart’s arrival to the Government of Fort William,
fuch was the licentious conduct of your fervants, more particularly at your
fubordinates, in thofe articles of trade fo often forbid both by the Company
and Government, that continual complaints came in of the unbounded
violences of them and their agents, Mr. Vanfittart plainly faw, unlefs
fome remedy was applied, general confufion muft enfue. He took a
middle road, and formed a judicious plan that all parties ought to have been
fatisfied with, and, as he exprefles it, would have reconciled all differences,
if faithfully adhered to on both fides: The lberties of the Phirmaunds
touching thefe contefted articles, as well as the whole inland trade, had
been given up and relinquithed by the Company long ago.—He has the
merit of flipulating for the refuming thofe liberties, and preferving them
in perpetuity on terms highly advantageous to every one engaged in it, as
we have already made appear. It has been charged againft him, that he
concluded this Treaty of Commerce without the affent of his Council.—
That be was firft invefted with a difcretional power has been proved beyond
contradi@ion; and though it has been alfo infinuated, he fupprefled and
never acknowledged the receipt of a letter fent by the Council, revoking
that power, and containing a diffent to the terms of the Treaty tranfmitted
to them by Mr. Vanfittart :—yet—if fuch a revocation and diffent was
difpatched, it appears very extraordinary that his enemies have not produced
a copy of it, fince, in other matters lefs important, they have been fo
minute —Therefore it is no unreafonable conclufion to fay, We believe no
fuch letter was ever fent,—or it would certainly have appeared againft
him.——Another objection has been ftarted againft his condu&, for not
giving due time for this Treaty taking place.——To this we fay, that
poffibly he thought this licentious contraband trade of your fervants re-
quired an immediate check.~—And as they had engaged in it, in direCt
breach of their mafters orders, and we fear in breach alfo of their cove-
nants ; it was but juft they fhould fuffer the confequences, for they furcly
had no title to indulgence. One objetion only, to this Gentleman’s con-
duo@ regarding thig Treaty, remains unanfwered; and that is the article
by which he gives the decifion of difputes into the hands of the Govern.

9 ment's
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ment'sofficers - but for this error he has fo ingenuoufly apologifed hiwafclf,
that nothing but ill-nature could be capable of continuing it as a charge
againft him.  However, had not the unhappy and ill-judged fecond depu-
tation taken place, this error might eafily have been retrieved, and over-
suled as foon as the inconveniences had been difcovered.

Concerning the prefent of Cannon, (levelled at Mr. Vanfittart’s reputation
only) the charge 1s fo evidently malicious, as hardly to deferve a reply.——
1t 15 a notorious truth, that at the capture of Coffimbuzar and Fort Wil-
liam, the Government had ftore both of cannon and field pieces with their
carriages, which they had fix months in their pofleflion.—Surajad Dowla
had 20 of the latter fo well conftructed by his own people, that they could
hardly be known from thofe made 1n Europe. But we will not affront
your underftanding, by dwelling longer in the refutation of a charge fo
repugnant to fenfe as well as decency.
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