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canker-worm by which it was ultimately to be de-
stroyed, was, like that of the forest-tree, entrenched
and hidden in the bosom of him Wwhom it was desti-
ned to sap and consume. Itis a fitting time, there-
fore, to take a general survey of the internal cha-
racter of his government, when the arrangements
seemed to be at his own choice, and ere misfortune,
hitherto a stranger, dictated his course of proceed-
ing, which had before experienced no control save
his own will. 'We propose, therefore, in the next
chapter, to take a brief review of the character of
Buonuparie’s government during this the most flou~
rishing period of his power.

But, cre doing so, we must shortly notice some
circpmslances, civil and military, which, though
they had but slight immediate effect upon the gene-
ral current of events, yet serve to illustrate the cha-
racter of the parties concerned, and to explain fu-
ture incidents which were followed by more im-
portant consequences. These we have hitherto
omitted, in order to present, in a continuous and
uninterruapted form, the history of the momentous
warfare, in the course of which Prussia was for the
time subjugated, and Russia so far tamed by the
eventful struggle, as to be willing to embrace the
relation of an ally to the conquerer, whose course
she had proposed to stem and to repel.

Among tfiese comparatively minor incidents, must
be reckoned the attempt made by the British go-
vernment to rescue the Calabrian dominions of the
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Neapolitan Bourbons from the intrusive govern-
ment of Joseph Buonaparte. The character of the
inhabitants of that mountainous country is well
known. Bigots in their religion, and detesting a
foreign yoke, as is usual with natives of a wild and
almost lawless region; sudden in their passions, and
readily having recourse to the sword, in revenge
whether of public or private injury; enticed also
by the prospect of occasional booty, and retaining
a wild species of attachment to Ferdinand, whose
manners and habits were popular with the Italians,
and especially with those of the inferior order, the
Calabrians were readily excited to take arms by the
agents sent over to practise among them by the Sici-
lian court. Lawless at the time, eruel in their mode
of conducting war, and incapable of being sub-
jected to discipline, the bands which they formed
amengst themselves, acted rather in the manner, and
upon the motives of banditti, than of patriots. They
occasionally, and individually, showed much cou-
rage, and even a sortof instinetive skill, which taught
them how to choose their ambushes, defend their
passes, and thus maintain 2 sort of predatory war, in
which the French sustained considerable losses, Yet
if their efforts remained unassisted by some regu-
lar force, it was evident that these insurrectionary
troops must be destroyed in detail by the disciplined
and calculated exertions of the French soldiers, To
prevent this, and to gratify, at tlic same {ime, the
A2
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anxious wishes of the Court of Palermo, Sir John
Stuart, who commanded the British troops which
had been sent to defend Sicily, underiook an expe-
dition to the neighbouring shore of Italy, and dis-
embarked in the Gulf of St Euphemia, near the
frontier of Lower Calabris, in the beginning of July
1808, with something short of five thousand men.

The disembarkation was scarce made, ere the
British commander learned that General Regnier,
who commanded for Joseph Buonaparte in Cala-
bria, had assembled a force nearly equal to his own,
and had advanced to Maida, a town about ten miles
distantfrom St Euphemis, with the purpose of giving
him battle. Sitv John Stuart lost no time in moving
to meet him, and Regnier, confident in the numbers
of his cavalry, the quality of his troops, and his own
skill in tactics, abandoned a strong position on the
further bank of the river Amata, and on the 4th
July came down to meet the British in the open
plain, Of ali Buonaparte’s generals, an English-
man would have desired, in especial, to be opposed
to this leader, who had published a book on the eva-
custior of Egypt, in which he denied every claim
on the part of the British to skill or conrage, and
imputed the loss of the province exclusively to the
incapacity of Menou, under whom Regnier, the
author, had scrved as second in command. He
was now to try his own fate with the enemy, for
whom he had expressed soquch contempt.
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At nine in the morning, the two lines were oppo-
site to ench other, when the British light infantry
brigade, forming the right of the advanced line, and
the 1es Légére on the French left, a favourite
regiment, found themselves confronted. As if by
mutusl consent, when at the distance of about one
hundred yards, the opposed corps threw in two or
three close fires reciprocally, and then rushed on to
charge each other with the bayonet. The British
commanding officer, perceiving that his men were
embarrassed by the blankets which they carried at
their backs, halted the line that they might throw
them down. The French saw the pause, and taking
it for the hesitation of fear, advanced with a quicken-
od pace and loud acclamations. An officer, our in-
former, seeing their veteran appearance, moustached
countenances, and regularity of order, could not for-
bear a feeling of anxiety as he glanced his eye along
the British live, which consisted in a great measure
of young and beardless recruits. Butdisembarrassed
of their load, and receiving the order to advance,
they cheered, and in their turn hastened towards the
enemy with a rapid pace and levelled bayonets. The
French officers were now seen encouraging theirmen,
whose courage began to falter when they found they
were to be the assailed party, not the assailants.
Their line halted ; they could not be brought to ad-
vance by the utmost efforts of their officers,and when
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the British were within bayonet’s length, they broke
andd tan; but too late for safety, for they were sub-
Jjected to the most dreadful slaughter, An attempt
made by Regnier to redeem the day with his cavalry,
was totally unsuccessful. He was beaten on all
points, and in such a manner as left it indispatable,
that the British soldier, man to man, has a superio-
rity over his enemy, similar to that which the Bri-
tish seaman possesses upon his peculiar element.
It would be in vain to inquire whether this su-
periority, which we do not hesitate to say has been
made manifest, with very few exceptions, wherever
the British have met foreign troops upon equal
terms, arises from a stronger conformation of body,
or ¢ more determined turn of mind ; but it seems
certain that the British soldier, inferior to the
Frenchman in general intelligence, and in indivi-
dual scqusintance with the trade of war, has a de-
cided advantage in the bloody shock of actual con-
flict, and especially when masintained by the bayonet,
body to body. It is remarkable also, that the charm
is not peculiar to any one of the three united na-
tions, but is cominon to the natives of all, different
as they are in habits and education, The Guards,
supplied by the city of London, may be contrasted
with a regiment of Irish recruited among their rich
meadows, or a body of Scotch from their native wil-
dernesses; and while it may be difficult to assign the
pulin to either over the other two, all are found to
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exhibit that speciesof dogged and desperate courage,
which, withont staying to measure force or calculate
‘chances, rushes on the enemy as the bull-dog upon
the bear. This great moral enconragement was the
chief advantage derived from the battle of Maida;
for such was the thmultuous, sanguinary, and un-
manageable character of the Calabrian insurgents,
that it was judged impossible to continue the war
with such assistants. The malaria was also found
.to affect the British troops; and Sir John Stuart,
re-¢mbarking his little army, returned to Sicily, and
the efforts of the British were confined to the pre-
servation of that island. But the battle of Maida
was valuable as a corollary to that of Alexandria.
‘We have not learned whether Geeneral Regnier ever
thought it equally worthy of a commentary.

The eyes of the best-informed men in Britain were
now open to the disadvantageons and timid policy,
of conducting this momentous war by petty expedi-
tions and experimental armaments, too inadequate
to the service to be productive of anything but dis-
appointment. The paltry idea of making war for
British objects, as it was called, that is, witbholding
from the general cause those efforts which might
have saved our allies, and going in search of some
petty object in which Britain might see an indivi.
dual interest, was naw universally acknowledged ;
although it became more difficnlt than ever to se-
lect points of attack where our limited means might
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command success, It was slso pretty distinctly seen,
that the plan of opening a market for British manu-
factures, by conquering distant and unhealthy pro-
vinces, was as idle as immoral. In the latter qua-
lity, it somewhat resembled the proceedings of the
surgeon mentioned in Le Sage’s satirical novel, who
converted passengers into patients by a stroke of his
poniard, and then hastened, in his medical capaci-
1y, to cure the wounds he had inflicted. In point
of profit, we had frequently to regret, that the co-
lonists whom we proposed to convert by force of
arms into customers for British goods, were too
rude to want, and too poor to pay for them. No-
thing deceives itself so willingly as the love of gain.
Our principal merchants and manufacturers, s~
mong other commercial visions, had imegined to
themselves an unlimited market for British commo-
dities, in the immense plains surrounding Buenos
Ayres, which are in fact peopled by a sort of Chiris-
tian savages called Guachos, whose principal fur-
nitare is the sculls of dead horses, whose only food
is raw beef and water, whose sole employment is to-
catch wild cattle, by hampering them with s Gua-
cho's noose, and whose chief amusement is to ride
wild horses to death.* Unfortunately, they were
found to prefer their national independence to cot~
tons and muslins.

* See the very extraordinary sccount of the Pamwpas, published
by Captain Mcad of the Engincers.
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Two several attempts were made on this miserable
country, and neither redounded to the honour or
advantage of the British nation. Buenos Ayres was
taken possession of by & handful of British troops on
the 87th June 1806, who were attacked by the inha-
bitants and by a few Spanish troops; and, surround-
ed int the market place of the town, under a general
and galling fire, were compelled 10 lay down their
arms and surrender prisoners of war, A small rem-
nant of the invading forces retained possession of a
town on the coast, called Maldonado. In October
1806 an expedition was sent out to reinforce this
small body, and make some more material impres-
sion upon the continent of South America, which
the nation were under the delusion of considering
8s 3 measure extremely to the advantage of Bri-
tish trade. Monte Video was taken, and a large
body of troops, under command of General White-
locke, a man of factitious reputation, and who had
risen high in the army without having secen much
service, marched against Buenos Ayres. This per-
son proved both fool and coward., He pushed his
columns of attack into the streets of Buenos Ayres,
knowing that the flat roofs and terraces were man-
ned by excellent though irregalar marksmen ; and,
that the British might have no means of retaliation,
they were not permitted to load their muskets,—as
if stone walls could have been carried by the bayonet,
One of the columns was obliged to surrender; and
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although another had, in spite of desperate opposi-
tion, possessed themselves of a strong position, and
that a few shells might have probably ended the
sort of defence which had been maintained, White-
locke thought it best 1o conclude a treaty with the
enemy for recovery of the British prisoners, and so
to renounce all further attempts on the colony. For
this misconduct he was cashiered by the sentence
of a court-martial.

An expedition against Turkey and its depen-~
dencies, was as little creditable to the councils of
Britain, and eventually to her arms, as were her
attempts on South America. It arose out of a war
betwixt England and the Porte, her late ally against
France; for, so singular had been the turns of
chanee in this extraordinary conflict, that allies be-
came enemies, and enemies returned to a state of
close alliance, almost before war or peace could be
proclaimed between them, The time waslong past
when the Sublime Ottoman Porte could regard the
quarrels and wars of Christian powers, with the con~
templuouns indifference with which men look on the
strife of the meanest and most unclean animals, *

* In the time of Louis the X1V, when the French envoy at the
cowrt of Constantinople came, in a great harry, to intimate as im-
portagt intelligence, some victory of his master over the Prussiana,
“ Can you suppbse it of consequence to bis Serene Highness,” said
the Grand Vizier, with infinite contempt, ¢ whether the dog bites
the bog, or the hog bites the dog ? ™
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She was now in such close contact with them, as
to feel a thrilling initerest in their varions revolu-
tions.

The invasion of Egypt excited the Porte against
France, and disposed them to a close alliance with
Rassia and England, until Buonaparte’s assumption
of the Imperial dignity; on which occasion the
Turks, overawed by the pitch of power to which
he had ascended, sent an embassy to congratulate
his succession, and expressed a desire to cultivate
his friendship.

Napoleon, whose eyes were sometimes almost in-
voluntarily turned to the East, and who besides de-
sired, at that petiod, to break off the good under-
standing betwixt the Porte and the cabinet of St
Petersburgh, despatched Sebastiani as his envoy to
Constantinople; a man well known for his gkill in
Oriental intrigues, as was displayed in the celebrat-
ed report which had so much influence in bresking
through the peace of Amiens.

The effect of this ambassador’s premises, threats,
and intrigues, was soon apparent, ‘The Turks had
come under an engagement that they would not
change the Hospodars, or governors, of Moldavia
and Wallachia. Sebastiani easily alarmed Turkish
pride on the subject of this stipulation, and induced
them to break through it. The two Hospodars were
removed, in defiance of the agreement made to the
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contrary; and although the Turks became aware of
the risk to which they had exposed themselves,
and offered to replace the governors whom they had
dismissed, Russis, with precipitate resentment, de-
clared war, and invaded the two provinces in ques-
tion. They overran and occupied them, but to their
own cost; as an army of fity thousand men thus
rashly engaged against the Tarks, might have been
of the last consequence in the fields of Eylan, Heils~
berg, or Friedland.

In the meanwhile, Great Britain sent a squadromn,
under Sir Thomas Duckworth, to compel the Porte
to dismiss the French ambassador, and return to the
line of politics which Sebastiani had induced them
to absndon. Admiral Duckworth passed the Dar-
danelles in spite of the immense canrnon by which
they are guarded, and which hurled from their enor-
mous muzzles massive fragments of marble instead of
ordinary bullets. But if ever it was intended to act
against the Tuarks by any other means than intimi-
dation, the opportunity was suffered to escepe; and
an intercourse by message and billet was permitted
to continue until the Turks had completed a line of
formidable fortifications, while the state of the wea-
ther was too unfevourable to allow even an effort
a4 the destruction of Constantinople, which had been
the alternative submitted to the Turks by the Eng-
lish admiral. The English repassed the Dardanelles
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in no very creditable manner, hated for the threats
which they had uttered, and despised for not having
attempted to make their menaces good.

Neither was a subsequent expedition to Alexan-
dria more favourable in its resnits. Five thousand
men, under Genersl Fraser, were disembarked, and
occupied the town with much ease. But a division,
despatched against Rosetta, wae the cause of renew-
ing in a different part of the world the calamity of
Buenos Ayres. The detachment was, incantiously
ond unskilfully on our part, decoyed into the streets
of an Oriental town, where the enemy, who had
manned the terraces and the flat roofs of their
houses, slaughtered the assailants with much ease
and little danger to themselves. Some subsequent
ill-combined attempts were made for reducing the
same place, and afier sustaining a loss of more
than a fifth of their number, by climate and com-
bat, the British troops were withdrawn from Egypt
on the 234 of September 1807.

It was no great comfort, under these repeated
failures, that the British were able to secure the
Dutch island of Caragoa. But the capture of the
Cape of Good Hope was an object of deep import-
ance; and the more so, as it was taken at a small
expense of lives. Its consequence to our Indian
trade is so great, that we may well hope it will be at
no future time given up to the enemy. Upon the
whole, the general policy of England was, at this



16 LIFE OF

period, of an irresolute and ill-combined character.
Her ministers showed o great desire to do some-
thing, but as great a doubt what that something
was to be. Thus, they cither niistook the import-
ance of the objects which they aimed at, or, under-
taking them without a sufficient force, failed tocarry
them into execution. If the wealth and means,
raore especially the brave troops, frittered away in
the attempts at Calabria, Buenos Ayres, Alexan-
dria, and elsewhere, had been united with the forces
sent to Stralsund, and thrown into the rear of the
French army before the fatal battle of Friedland,
Enrope might, in all probability, have escaped that
severe, and, for a time, decisive blow.

The evil of this error, which had pervaded our
continental efforts from the beginning of the ori~
ginal war with France down to the period of which
we are treating, Legan now to be felt from expe-
rience. Britain gained nothing whatever by her
partisl efforts, not even settlements or sugar-istands.
The enemy maintained against her revenues and
commerce a constant and never-ceasing war—-her
resistance was equaily stobborn, and it was evi-
dent that the strife on both sides was to be mor-
taL  Ministers were, therefore, cailed upon for
bolder risks, the nation for greater sacrifices,
than had yet been demanded; and it became evi-
dent to every one, that England’s hope of safety
lay in her own exertions, not for petty or selfish
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objects, but such us might have a decided inflnence
on the general events of the war. The urgent pres-
sure of the moment was felt by the new adminisw
tration, whose principles being in favour of the con+
tinuance of the war, their efforts to conduct it with
energy begen now to be manifest.

The first symptoms of this change of measares
were exhibited in the celebrated expedition to Co-
penhagen, which manifested an energy and deter-
mination not of late visible in the military opera.
tions of Britain on the continent. It can hardly be
made matter of serious doubty that one grand ob-
ject by which Buonaparte meant to enforce the con-
tinental system, and thus reduce the power of Eng-
land withont hattle or invasion, was the re-establishe
ment of the great allisnce of the Northern Powers,
for the destruction of Britain’s maritime superiority.
This had been threatened towsrds the conclusion
of the American war, and had been again acted upon
in 1801, when the unnatural compact was dissaived
by the cannon of Nelson, and the death of the Em-
perar Paol. The treaty of Tilsit, according to the
information which the British ambassador had pro-
eurod, certainly contained an article to this pur-
pose, and ministers received from other guarters

" the most positive information of what was intended.
Indeed, the Emperor Alexander had shown, by

YOl. ¥I. B
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many indications, that in the new frieadship which
he kad formed with the Empevor of the Esst, ha
was % ensbenos his resentment, snd ferther hia
phans, aguinet England. The unfortanase Grusta-
vou of Sweden cotild searce be expected voluntarily
to emnbrace the proposed northern silisnce, snd his
ruin was probably vesolved upon. But the scces-
siok of Demmark was of the utmost conseguenos.
That countyy stilt posseased » flect, and the local
situution of the island of Zesland gave ber the key
of the Baitiv,. Her confessed weakness could not
have permitted her fgr sn instant to resist the joint
fuence of Rasia amd France, even if her angry
recwilection of the destruction of hex fieet by Nelson,
had not induced ber inclinations to lean in that di=
vection. It wis eviden! that Denmark would only be
permitted o reteie her neutrality, till it suited the
parposes of the more powerful parties to compel her
to throw itcff. In this case, and finding the French
troope sppronching Holstein, Jutland, and Fiame,
the British government, aeting on the informeation
which they had received of the purposa of their
eheanien, conoeived themseclves eatitled to require
feoms Denimark a plodge as to the: line of condoct
which she propoaed to adopt on the appsoach of
hostilithes, snd sovne rational security shat such »
pledge, when given, should be redesmed.

. A formidable expedition wes now fitted out, hu-
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manely, 85 well as politically, calculated on w sedde
of such magnitude, as, it might be expected, would
render impossible the resistance which the Danes,
as & highopirited people, might offer-to such «
bareh species of expostulation. Twenty-seven sail
of the line, and twenty thousand men, under the
command of Lord Catheart, were pent to the Bat-
tic, to support a negotistion with Denmark, which
it was still hoped might terminate without hostili.
ties. The fleet was conducted with grent ability
through the intricate passages called the Belts,
and was disposed in sach a manner, that ninety
pendants flying round Zealand, entirely blockaded
the shores of that istand,

Under these auspices the negotiation was com-
menced. The British envoy, Mr Jackson, hsd the
delicate task of stating to the Crown Prince in per
son, the expectation of England that his Royal
Highmess showld explain nnequivocally kis seuti-
wcats, and declare the part which he mesnt to takd
between her and France, The unpleassat eondi-
tion was annexed, that, to secure any protestation
writiel’ might be made of friendship or nentrality, it
was required that the fleet and naval storés of the
Danes should be delivered into the hands of Grest
Britain, not in right of property, but ¢o be restored
so soon as the state of affairs, which induced her
to require possession of them, should be altered

B2
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for more peaceful times. ‘The closest alliance, and
every species of protection which Britain could
afford, was proffered, to obtain compliance with
these proposals, Finally, the Crown Prince was
given to understand, that so great a force was sent
in order to afford him an apology to France, should
he choose to urge it, as having been compelled to
submit to the English demands; but at the same
time it was intimated, that the forces would be ac-
tually employed to compel the demands, if they
should be refused.

In the ordinary intercourse betwixt nations, these
requisitions, on the part of Britain, would have
been, with respect to Denmark, severe and unjus-
tifinble. The apology arose out of the peculiar
circumstances of the times, The condition of Eng-
land was that of an individual, who, threatened by
the approach of a superior force of mortal enemies,
sees close beside bim, and with arms in his hand,
one, of whom he had a right to be suspicious, as
having co-operated against him on two former oc-
casions, and who, he has the best reason to believe,
is at the very moment engaged in a similer alliance
to his prejudice. The individual, in the case sup-
posed, would certainly be warranted in requiring
to know this third party’s intention, nay, in dis-
arming him, if he had strength to do so, and re-
taining his weapons, as the best pledge of his neu-
trality.



NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 21

However this reasoning may be admitted to jus-
tify the British demands, we cannot wonder that it
failed to enforce compliance on the partofthe Crown
Prince. There was something disgraceful in de-
livering up the fleet of the nation under a menace
that violence would otherwise be employed ; and al-
though, for the sake of his people and his capital, he
ought, in prudence, to have forborne an ineffectual
resistance, yet it was impossible to blame a high-
minded and honourable man for meking the best
defence in his power. )

So soon as the object of thé™anes was found to
be delay and evasion, while they made a hasty pre-
paration for defence, the soldiers were disembarked,
batteries erected, and a bombardment commenced,
which occasioned a dreadful conflagration. Some
forces which had been collected in the interior of
the island, were dispersed by the troops under Sir
Arthur Wellesley, 2 name already famous in India,
but now for the first time heard in European warfare.
The unavailing defence was at last discontinued,
and upon the 8th September the citadel and forts of
Copenhagen were surrendered to the British gene-
ral. The Danish ships were fitted out for sea with
all possible despatch, together with the naval stores,
to a very large amount; which, had they fallen into
the hands of the French, must have afforded them
considerable fucility in fitting out a flect.
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As the nature and character of the attack upon
Copenhagen were attended by circumstances which
were very capable of being misrepresented, France
—who, through the whole war, had herself showed
the most total disregard for the rights of neutral
nations, with her leader Napoleon, the invader of
Egypt, when in profound peace with the Porte; of
Hanover, when in amity with the German empire ;
and who was et this very moment meditating the ap-
propriation of Spain and Portugal-—France was fill-
ed with extreme horror at the violence practised on
the Danish capital. ®ussia was also offended, and to
a degree which showed that a feeling of disappoint-
ed schemes mingled with her affectation of zeal for
the rights of neutrslity. But the daring and ener-
getic spirit with which England had formed and ac-
complished her plan, struck awholesome terror into
other nations, and showed neatrsls, that if, while
assuming that character, they lent their secret coun~
tenance to the enemies of Great Britain, they were
not to expect that it was to be done with impunity.
This was indeed no small hardship upon the Jesser
powers,many of whom wounld nodoubthavebeen well
contented to have observed a strict nentrality, but
for thethreats and influenceof France,against whom
they had no means of defence ; but the furious con-
flict of such two pations as France and England, is
like the struggle of giants, in which the smaller and
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more feeble, who have the misforiune to be in the
neighbourhood, are sure to be borne down and
trodden upon by one or both parties.

The extreme resentment expressed by Buona-
parte, when he received intelligence of this critical
and decisive measure, might serve to argue the
depth of his diseppointment at such an unexpected
anticipation of his purposes. He had only left to
him the comfort of railing against Britain in the
Moniteur; and the breach of peace, and of the law
of nations, was gravely imputed to England s an
inexpiable crime by one, who never suffered his re-
gord either for his own word, or the general good
faith observed amangst nations, to interferae with
any wish or interest he had ever entertained.

The conduct of Russia was more singular, Anp
English officer eof literary celebrity was employed
by Alexander, or those who were supposed to share
his most secret councils, to convey to the British
ministry the Emperor’s expressions of the secret
satisfaction which his Imperial Mgjesty felt, at the
skill and dexterity which RBritain had displayed in
anticipating and preventing the purposes of France,
Dy her attack upon Copenhagen. Her ministers
were invited to communicate freely with the Czar,
as with a prince, who, though obliged to give way
to circumstances, was, nevertheless, as much at-
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tached as ever to the cause of European indepen-
dence. Thus invited, the British cabinet entered
into an explanation of their views for establishing o
counterbalance to the exorbitant power of France,
by a northern confederacy of an offensive and de-
fensive character. It was supposed that Sweden
would enter with pleasure into such an alliance, and
that Denmark would not decline it if encouraged by
the example of Russiz, who was proposed as the
head and soul of the coalition.

Such a communication was accordingly made to
the Russian ministers, bot was received with the at-
most coldness. It is impossible now to determine,
whether there had been some over-confidence in the
agent; whether the communication had been found-
ed on some hasty and fugitive idea of a breach with
France, which the Emperor had afterwards aban-
doned ; or finally, whether, gs is more probable, it
originated in a wish to fathom the extent of Great
Britain’s resources, and the purposes to which she
meant to devote them. It is enough to observe,
that the countenance with which Russia received
the British communication, was so different from
that with which she had invited the confidence of
her ministers, that the negotiation proved totally a-
bortive,

Alexander’s ultimate purpose was given to the
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world, so socon as Britain had declined the offered
mediation of Russia in her disputes with France.
In a proclamation, or menifesto, sent forth by the
Emperor, he expressed his repentance for having
entered into agreements with England, which he
had found prejudicial to the Russian trade; he
complained (with justice) of the manner in which
Britain had conducted the war by petty expedi-
tions, conducive only to her own selfish ends; and
the attack upon Denmark was treated as a viola-
tion of the rights of nations. He therefore annul-
led every convention entered into between Russia
and Britain, and especially that of 1801; and he
avowed the principles of the Armed Neutrality,
which he termed a monument of the wisdom of the
Great Catherine. In November 1806, an ukase, or
imperial decree, was issued, imposing an embargo
on British vessels and property. But, by the fa-
vour of the Russian nation, and even of the offi-
cers employed by government, the ship-masters were
made aware of the impending arrest ; and not less
than eighty vessels, setting sail with a favourable
wind, reached Britain with their cargoes in safety,
Austria and Prussia found themselves under the
necessity of following the example of Russia, and
declaring war against Dritish commerce; so that

Buonaparte had now made an immense stride to-
1
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wards fus principal object, of destroying every
species of intercourse which could unite England

with the continent.
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CHAPTER IL

View of the Internal Government of Napoleon at the
M&&qufﬂk&&—-%% abolu?m!.pi
Council of State— Prefectures— Their noture and ob-
;a'tsdeacnbai.—m Code Napakou-—]ﬂsﬁmm
Code and the Jurispradence of England-Laudable
efforts of Napoleow, to carry it into effoct.

AT this period of Buonaparte’s elevation, when
his power seemed best established, and most per-
manent, it seems proper to take a hasty view, not
indeed of the details of his internsl government,
which is a subject that would exhaust volumes;
but at least of its general character, of the means
by which his empire was maintained, and the na-
ture of the relations which it established betwixt
the sovereign and his subjects,

The ruling, almost the sole principle on which the
government of Buonaparte rested, was the simple
proposition upon which despotism of every kind has
founded itself in every species of society ; namely,
that the individual who is to exercise the authority
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and power of the state, shall, on the one hand, de-
dicate himself and his talents exclusively to the
public service of the empire, while, on the other,
the nation subjected to his rule shall requite this
self-devotion on his part by the most implicit obe-
dience to his will. Some despots have rested this
claim to universal submission upon family descent,
and upon their right, according to Filmer’s doc-
trine, of representing the original father of the tribe,
and becoming the legitimate inheritors of a patri-
archal power. Others have strained scripture and
abused common sense, to establish in their own fa-
vour a right through the especial decree of Pro-
vidence. To the hereditary title Buonaparte could
of course assert no claim; but he founded not a
little on the second principle, often holding himself
out to others, and no doubt occasionally consider-
ing himself, in his own mind, as an individual des-
tined by Heaven to the high station which he held,
and one who could not therefore be opposed in his
career, without an express struggle being maintain-
e against Destiny, who, leading him by the hand,
and at the same time protecting him with her shicld,
had guided him by paths as strange as perilous, to
the post of eminence which he now occupied. No
one had been his tator in the lessons which led the
way to his preferment—no one had been his guide
in the dangerous ascent 1o power-—scarce any one
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had been of so much consequence to his promo-
tion, as to claim even the merit of an ally, however
humble. It seemed as if Napoleon had been waft-
ed on to this stupendous pitch of grandeur by a
power more effectual than that of any human as-
sistance, nay, which surpassed what could have been
expected from his own great talents, unassisted by
the especial interposition of Destiny in his favour.
Yet it was not to this principle alone that the gene-
ral acquiescence in the unlimited power which he
asserted is to be imputed. Buonsparte understood
the character of the French nation so well, that he
could offer them an acceptable indemnification for
servitude ; first, in the height to which he proposed
to raise their national pre-eminence; secondly, in
the municipal establishments, by means of which
he administered .their government, and which,
though miserably defective in all which would have
been demanded by a nation accustomed to the ad-
minjstration of equal and just laws, afforded a pro-
tection to life and property that was naturally most
welcome to those who had been so long, under the
republican system, made the victimsof cruelty, ra-
pacity, and the most extravagant and unlimited
tyranny, rendered yet more odious as exercised
under the pretext of liberty.

.To the first of these arts of government we have
often adverted ; and it must “be always recailed to
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mind whenever the sources of Buonaparte's power
over the public mind in France come to be treated
of. He himself gave the solution in a few words,
when censuring the imbecility of the Directors, to
whose power he succeeded. < These men,” he
said, * know not how to work upon the imagina-
tion of the French nation, ” ‘This ides, which, in
phraseclogy, is rather Italian than French, ex-
presees the chief secret of Napoleon’s authority.
He held himself out as the individual upon whom
the fate of France depended—of whose bundred
decisive victories France enjoyed the glory. It
was he whose sword, hewing down obstacles which
her bravest monarchs had accounted insarmounnt-
able, had cut the way to her now undeniable su-
premacy over Europe. He elone could justly
claim to be Absolute Monarch- of France, who,
raising that nation from a perilous condition, had
henles her discords, reconciled her factions, turned
her defeats into victory, and, from & disunited peo-
ple, about to become the prey to civil and external
war, had elevated her to the situation of Queen of
Euwope. This had been all sccomplished upon
one condition; and, as we have stated elsewhere,
it was that which the Tempter offered in the wil-
derness, after his ostentations display of the king-
downs of the earth—¢ All these will I give thee, if
thou wilt fall down aid worship me. ”
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Napoleon had completed the boastful promise,
and it flattered a people more desirous of glory
than of liberty; and 50 much more pleased with
hearing of national conquests in foreign countries,
than of enjoying the freedom of their own indivi-
dual thoughts and actions, that they unreluctantly
surrendered the latter in order that their vanity
might be flattered by the former.

Thus did Napoleon avail himself of, or, to trans-
late his phrase more literally, play vpon the ima-~
gination of the French people. He gave them
public festivals, victories, and extended dominion ;
and in retumn, cleimed the right of carrying their
children in successive swarms to yet more distant
and yet more extended conguests, and of govern-
ing, according to his own pleasure, the bulk of the
nation which remained behind.

To attain this purpose, one species of idolatry
was gradually and ingeniously substituted for an-
other, and the object of the public devotion was
changed, while the worship was continued. France
had been formmly governed by political maxims
—she was now ruled by the name of an individual,
Formerly the Republic was everything—Fuayette,
Dumouriez, or Pichegru, were nothing. Now, the
name of a successfal general was of more influence
than tge whole code of the Rights of Man. France
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had submitted to murder, spoliation, revolationary
tribunals, and every species of cruelty and oppres-
sion, while they were gilded by the then talis-
manic expressions, * Liberty and Equality-—Fra-
ternization—the public weifare, and the happiness
of the people.” She was now found equally com-
pliant, when the watchword was, * The honour of
his Imperial and Royal Majesty—the interests of
the Great Empire-—the splendours of the Imperial
Throne.” It must be owned that the sacrifices nne
der the last form were less enormous; they were
limited to taxes at the Imperial pleasure, and a per-
petual anticipation of the conscription. The Re-
publican tyrants claimed both life and property; the
Emperor was satisfied with a tithe of the latter, and
the unlimiled disposal of that portion of the family
who could best support the burden of arms, for aug-
menting the conquests of France. Such were the
terms on which this long-distracted conntry attained
onee more, after its Revolution, the advantage of a
steady and effective government.

The character of that government, its means and
principles of action, must nbw be briefly traced.

It ennot beforgotten that Buonaparte, the heir
of the Revolution, appropriated to himself the forms
and modifieations of the Directorial government,
altered in some degree by the ingenuity of Sieyes ;
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but they subsisted as forms only, and were careful-
ly divested of sll effectual impulse on the govern-
ment. The Senate apd Legislative Bodies became
merely passive and pensioned creatures of the Em-
peror’s will, whom he used as & medium for pro-
mulgating the laws which he was determined to
establish. The Tribunate had been instituted for
the protection of the people against all acts of arbi«
trary power, whether by imprisonment, exile, as-
sanlts on the liberty of the press, or otherwise; but
sfter having gradually undermined the rights and
suthority of this body, after having rendered its
meetings partial and secret, and having deprived it
of its boldest members, Buonaparte suppressed it
entirely, on account, as he alleged, of the expense
which it occasioned to the government, It had in-
deed become totally useless ; but this was because
its character had been altered, and because, originat~
ing from the Senate, and not from popular election,
the Tribunate never consisted of that class of pers
sons, who are willing to cncounter the frown of
power when called upon to impeach its aggressions.
Yet, as the very name of this body, while it subsist-
ed, recalled some ideas of Republican freedom, the
Emperor thought fit altogether to abolish it.

The deliberative Council of the Finperor existed
in his own personal Council of State, of whose con-
sultations, in which he himself presided, he made

VoL, VI. 1
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frequent use during the course of his reign. Its
functions were of an anomalous character, compre-
hending political legislation, or judicial business,
according to the order of the day. It was, inshort,
Buonaparte’s resource, when he wanted the advice,
or opinion, or information, of others in aid of his
own ; and he often took the assistance of the Coun-
cil of State, in order to form those resolutions which
he afterwards executed by means of his ministers.
Monsieur de Las Cases, himself a member of it, has
dwclt with complaisance upon the freedom which
Buonaparte permitted to their debates, and the
good humour with which he submitted to contra-
diztion, even when expressed with obstinacy or vi-
vacity: and would have us consider the Council as
an important barrier afforded to the citizens against
the arbitrary will of the Sovercign. 'What he has
saitl, however, only amounts to this,~~that Buona-
parte, desirous to have the advice of his counsellors,
tolerated their freedom of speech, and even of re-
monstrance. Malinoud, or Amurath, seated in their
divan, niust have done the same, and yet would not
liave remained the less absolutely masters of the
lives of those who stood around them. We haveno
doubt that Buonaparte, on certain occasions, per-
mitted his connsellors to take considerable free-
doms, and that he sometimes yielded up his opinion
to theirs without being conviuced; in such cases, at
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least, where his own passions or interest were no-
way concerned.® But we further read of the Empe-
ror’s using, to extremely stubborn persons, such
language as plainly intimated that he would not
suffer contradiction beyond 2 certain point. * You
are very obstinate,” he said to such a disputant;
“ what if I were to be as much so as yon? You
are wrong to push the powerful to extremity—you
should consider the weakness of humanity.” To
another he said, after a scene of argumentative vio-
lence,  Pray, pay some attention to accommodate
yourself a little more to my humour. Yesterday,
vou carried it so far as to oblige me to scratch my
temple. That is a great sign with me—take care
in future not to drive me to such an extremity.”

* Segur gives example of a cawe 1 which Buonaparte defeired
his own opinion to that of the Council. A femsle of Amsterdam,
tried for a capitsl crime, had buen twice acquitted by the Imperial
Comts, and the Court of Appeal elaimed the right to try ha «
third time, B paric alone contended egamst the whule Counedl
of State, and claimed for the poor woman the immunity which, in
justice, she ought to have obtained, considering 1he prejudices that
must bave been excited against her.  He yiulded, at length, to the
majority, but protesting he was ~ilenced, and not convinced To
accouat fur hi, complaisance, it may he remarked, frst, that Buona-
parte was 1o way pervonally interested in the decision of the ques-
tien ; and, secondiy, if it concerned him at all, the fate of the fe-
male was in bis kands, since he had only to grant her a parder il
<he was condematied by the Court of Appeal.

c?2
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Such limits to the freedom of debate in the Im-
perial Council of State, correspond with those laid
down in the festive entertainments of Sans Souci,
where the Great Frederick professed to support
and encourage every species of familiar raillery,
but, when it attained a point that was too personal,
used to hint to the facetious guests, that he hesrd
the King's step in the gallery. There were occa-
sions, accordingly, when, not satisfied with calling
their attention to the distant murmurs of the Im-
perial thunder, Napeleon launched its bolts in the
midst of his trembling councillors, Such a scene
was that of Portalis. This statesman, a man of
talent and virtue, had been eminently useful, as
we have scen, in bringing about the Concordat,
and had been created, in recompense, minister of
religious affuirs, and councillor of state. Iu the
subsequent disputes betwixt the Pope and Buona-
parte, a relation of the minister had been accused
of circulating the bulls, or spiritual admonitions of
the Pope; and Portalis bad failed to intimate the
circmnstance to the Emperor. On this account,
Napoleon, in full council, attacked him in the se-
verest terms, as guilty of having broken his oath as
a counsellor and minister of state, deprived him of
both offices, and expelled him from the assembly, as
one who had betrayed his Sovereign. If any of the
members or the Council of State had ventured. when
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this sentence rung in their ears, to come betwixt the
dragon and his wrath, for the purpose of stating that
a hasty charge ought not instantly to be followed
with immediate censure and punishment; that it
was possible M. Portalis might have been misled by
false information, or by a natural desire to sereen
the offence of hisy cousin ; or, finally, that his con-
duct might have been influenced by views of religion
which, if erroneous, were yet sincere and conscien~
tious,—we should then have believed that the Coun-
cil of State of Buonaparte formed & body, in which
the accused citizen might receive some protection
against the despotism of the government. But
when, or in what country, could the freedom of the
nation be intrusted to the keeping of the immediate
counsellors of the throne? It can only be safely lod-
ged in some body, the authority of which emanates
directly from the nation, and whom the nation there-
fore will protect and support, in the existence of
their right of opposition or remonstrance.

The deliberations of the Council of State, or such
resolutions as Buonaparte chose to adopt without
communication with them, (for it may be easily sup-
posed that they were not admitted to share his more
secret political discussions,} were, as in other coun-
tries, adjusted with and executed by the ostensible
ninisters.

But that part of the organization of the Imperial
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government, upon which Buonaparte most piqued
himself, was the establishment of the Prefectures,
which certainly gave facilities for the most effectual
agency of despotism that was ever exercised, There
is no mistaking the object and tendency of this ar-
rangement, since Buonaparte himself, and his most
bitter opponents, hold up the same picture, one to
the admiration, the other tothe censure, of the world.
These prefects, it must be understood, were each
the supreme governor of a department, answering to
the old lientenants and governors of counties, and re-
presenting the Imperial person within the limits of
the several prefectures. The individuals were care-~
fullyselected, as persons w hoseattachmentw aseither
to be secured or rewarded. They received large and
in some cases exorbitant salaries, some amountingto
fifteen, twenty, and even thirty thousand francs. This
heavy expense Napoleon stated tobethe consequence
of the depraved state of moral feeling in France,
which made it necessary to attach men by their inte-
rests rather thantheir duties; but it wastermed by his
cnemies one of the leading principles of his govern-
ment, which treated the public good as a chimera,
and erected private and personal interest intothe pa-
1amount motive upon which alone the statewas to be
served by efficient functionaries. The prefects were
chosen in the general case, as men whose birth and
condition were totally unconne cted with that of the
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department in which each was to preside;; les depay-
ser, to place them in a country to which they were
strangers, being an especial point of Napoleon’s
policy. They were entirely dependent on the will
of the Emperor, who removed or cashiered them at
pleasure. The administration of the depariments
was intrusted to these important officers.

“ With the authority and local resources placed
at their disposal,” said Buonaparte, ¢ the prefects
were themselves emperors on a limited scale; and
as they had no force excepting through the im-
pulse which they received from the throne, as they
owed their whole power to their immediate com-
mission, and as they had no authority of a personal
character, they were of as much use to the crown
as the former high agents of government, without
any of the incouveniences which attached to their
predecessors, ” * It was by means of the prefects,
that an impulse, given from the centre of the go-
vernment, was communicated without delay to the
extremities of the kingdom, and that the influence
of the crown, and the execution of its commands,
were {ransmitted, as if by magic, through a popu-
lation of forty millions. IL appears that Napoleon,
while describing with self-complacency this terrible

= Jowrnal de la Vi privée de Napoieon, &¢ 1ot TV,
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engine of unlimited power, felt that it might not be
entirely in unison with the opinions of those fa-
vourers of liberal institutions, whose sympathy at
the close of life he thought worthy of soliciting.
“ My creating that power, ” he said, * was on my
part a case of necessity. I was a Dictator, called
to that office by force of circumstances. There was
a necessity that the filaments of the government
which extended over the state, should be in com-
plete harmony with the key-note which was to in-
fluence them. The organization which I had ex-
tended over the empire, required to be maintained
at a high degree of tension, and to possess a pro-
digious foree of elasticity, to enable it to resist the
terrible blows directed against it without cessa-
tion.”* His defence amounts to this. ¢ The
men of my time were extravagantly fond of power,
exuberantly attached to place and weslth. I there-
fore bribed them to become my agents by force of
places and pensions. But I was educating the suc-
ceeding race to be influenced by better motives.
My son would have been surrounded by youths
sensible to the influence of justice, honour, and vir-
tue; and those who were called to execute public
duty, wonld have considered their doing so as its
own reward. ”

* Journal de la Vie pivée de Napoleon, &e. vol IV,
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The freedom of France was therefore postponed
till the return of a Goiden Age, whea personal ag-
grandisement and personal wealth should cease to
have any influence upon regenerated humanity, In
the meanwhile, she had the dictatorship and the
prefects.

The #mpulse, as Napoleon terms it, by which
the crown put in action these subordinate agents
in the departments, was usunlly given by means of
a circular letter or proclamation, communicating
the particular measure which government desired
to be enforced. This was subscribed by the mi-
nister to whose department the affair belonged,
and concluded with an injunction upon the prefect,
to be active in forwarding the matter enjoined, as
he valued the favour of the Emperor, ar wished to
show himself devoted to the interests of the crown.
Thus conjured, the Prefect transmitted the order
to the sub~prefect and mayors of the communities
within his department, who, stimulated by the same
motives that had actuated their principal, endea-
voured each to distinguish himself by his active
compliance with the will of the Emperor, and thus
merit a favourable report, as the active and unhe-
sitating agent of his pleasure.

It was the further duty of the prefects, to see
that all honour wes duly performed fowards the

x head of the state, upon the days appointed for
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public rejoicings, and to remind the municipal au-
thorities of the necessity of occasional addresses to
the government, declaring their admiration of the
talents, and devotion to the person, of the Empe-
ror. These effusions were duly published in the
Moniteur, and, if examined closely, wonld afford
some of the most extraordinary specimens of com-
position which the annals of flattery can produce.
Tt is sufficient to say, that a mayor, we believe of
Amiens, affirmed, in his ecstasy of loyal adoration,
that the Deity, after making Buonaparte, must have
reposed, as after the creation of the universe. This,
and similar flights of rhetoric, may appear both im-
pious aud ridiculons, and it might have beenthought
that a person of Napoleon’s sense and taste would
have softened or suppressed them. But he well knew
the influence produced on the public mind, by ring-
ing the changes to different time on the same unva-
ried subject. The ideas which are often repeated in
all variety of language and expression, will at length
produce an effect on the public mind, especially if
no contradiction is permitted to reach it. A uniform
which may look ridiculous on a single individual,
has an imposing effect when worn by a large bady of
men; and the empiric, whose extravagant advertise-
ment we ridicule upon the first perusal, often per-
suades us, by sheer dint of repeating his own praises,
to make trial of his medicine, Those who practise
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calumny know, according to the vulgar expression,
that if they do but throw dirt sufficient, some part of
it will adhere; end acting on the same principle, for
a contrary purpose, Buonaparte was well aware, that
the repetition of his praises in these adulatory ad-
dresses was calculated finally to make an impression
on the nation at large, and to obtain a degree of
credit as ar expression of public opinion.

Faber, an author too impassioned to obtain unli-
mited credit, has given seversal instances of igno-
rance amongst the prefects; many of whom, being
old generals, were void of the information necessary
for the exercise of 2 civil office, and all of whom,
having been, upon principle, nominated to a sphere
of action with the local circumstances of which they
were previously unacquainted, were sufficiently lia-
ble to error. But the same suthor may be fully
trusted, when he allows that the prefects could not
be accused of depredation or rapine, and that such
of them as improved their fortune during the date
of their office, did so by econemising npon their
legitimate allowances.

Such was the ontline of Napoleon’s provincial ad-
ministration, and of the agency by which it was car-
ried on, without check or hesitation, in every pro-
vince of France st the same moment. 'The machi-
nery has been in a great measure retained by the
royal government, to whom it appeared preferable,
doubtless, to the violent alterations which an attempt
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to restore the old appointments, or create others of
a different kind, must necessarily have occasioned.

But a far more importent change, introduced by
the Emperor, though not originating with him, was
the total alteration of the laws of the kingdom of
France, and the introduction of that celebrated code
to which Napoleon assigned his name, and on the
execution of whick his admirers have rested his
claim to be considered as a great benefactor to the
country which he governed, Bacon hns indeed in-
formed us, that when laws have been heaped upon
laws, in such a state of confusion as to render it
necessary to revise them, and collect their spirit
into 2 new and intelligible system, those who ac-
complish such an heroic task have a good right to
be named amongst the legislators and benefactors
of mankind. It had been the reproach of France
before the Revolution, and it was one of the great
evils which tended to produce that immense and
violent change, that the various provinces, towns,
and subordinate divisions of the kingdom, having
been united in different periods to the general body
of the country, had retained in such union the ex-
ercise of their own particular laws and usages; to
the astonishment, as well as to the great annoyance
of the traveller, who, in journeying through France,
found that, in many important particulars, the sys-
temn and character of the laws to which he was sub-
jected, were altered almost as often as he changed
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his post-horses. It followed, from this discrepancy
of laws and subdivision of jurisdiction, that the
greatest hardships were sustained by the subjects,
more especially when, the district being of small
extent, those.authorities who acted there were like«
ly neither to have experience, nor character suffi-
cient for exercise of the trust reposed in them.
The evils attending such a state of things had
been long felt, and, at various periods before the
Revolution, it had been proposed repeatedly to in-
stitute a uniform system of legislation for the whole
kingdom. But so many different interests were
compromised, and such were, besides, the press-
ing occupations of the successive administrations
of Louis XV, and his grandfather, that the pro-
ject was never sericusly adopted or entered upon.
When, however, the whole system of provinces,
districts, and feudal jurisdictions, great and small,
had fallen at the word of the Abbé Sieyes, like an
enchanted castle at the dissolution of a spell, and
their various laws, whether written or consuetudie
nary, were buried in the ruins, all France, now
united into one single and integral nation, lay open
to receive any legislative code which the National
Assembly might dictate. But the revolutionary
spirit was more fitted to destroy than to establigh;
and was more bent upon the pursuit of political
objects, than upon affording the nation the pro-
tection of just and equal laws. Under the Direc-
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tory, two or three attempts towards classification
of the laws had been made in the Council of Five
Hundred, but never had gone farther than a pre-
liminary and general report. Cambaceres, an ex-
cellent lawyer and enlightened statesman, was one
of the first to solicit the attention of the state to
this great and indispensable duty. The various
successive authorities had been content with pass-
ing such laws as affected popular subjects of the
day, and which (like that which licensed universal
divorce) partook of the extravagance that gave
them origin. The project of Cambaceres, on the
contrary, embraced a general classification of ju-
rispradence through il its branches, although too
much tainted, it is said, with the prevailing revo-
lutionery opinions of the period, to admit its be-
ing taken for a basis, when Buonaparte, after his
elevation, determined to supersede the Republican
by Monarchical forms of government.

After the revolution of the 18th Brumaire, Napo-
leon saw no way more certain of assuring the popu-
larity of that event, and connecting his own autho-
rity with the public interests of France, than to re-
sume a task which former rulers of the Republic had
thought too heavy to be undertaken, and thus, at
once, show a becoming confidence in the stability of
his own power, and a laudable desire of exercising
it for the permanent advantage of the nation. An
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order of the Consuls, dated 24th Thermidor, in
the year VIIL, directed the Minister of Justice,
with a committee of lawyers of eminence, to exa-
mine the several projects, four in number, which
had been made towards compiling the civil code of
national law, to give their opinion on the plan most
desirable for zccomplishing its formetion, and to
discuss the bases upon which legislation in civil
matters oaght to be rested. :

The preliminary discourse upon the first project
of the civil code, is remarkable for the manner in
which the reporters consider and confute the gene-
ral and illusory views entertained by the uninform-
ed part of the public, npon the nature of the task
to which they had been called. It is the common
and vulgar idea, that the system of legislation may
be redaced and simplified into & few general max-
ims of equity, sufficient to lead any judge of un~
derstanding and integrity, to a just decision of all
questions which can possibly occur betwixt man
and man. It follows, as a corollary to this propo-
sition, that the various multiplications of authori=
ties, exceptions, particular cases, and especial pro-
visions, which have been introduced emong civiliz-
ed nations, by the address of those of the legal pro-
fession, are just so many expedients to embarrass
the simple course of justice with arbitrary modifi-
cations and refinements, in order to procure wealth
and consequence to those educated to the law,
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whose assistance must be used as its interpreters,
and who became rich by serving litigants as guides
through the labyrinth of obscurity which had been
raised by themselves and their predecessors.

Such were the ideas of the law and its professors,
which occurred to the Parliament of Praise-God
Barebones, when they proposed to Cromwell to
sbrogate the whole common law of England, and
dismiss the lawyers, as drones who did but encum-
her the national hive. Such was also the opinion
of many of the French statesmen, who, as rash in
judging of jurisprudence as in politics, imagined
that a4 system of maxims, modified on the plan of
the Twelve Tables of the ancient Romans, might
serve all the purposes of a civil code in modern
France, They who thought in this manner had
entirely forgotten, how soon the laws of these twelve
tables became totally insufficient for Rome herself
~-how, in the gradual change of manners, some laws
became obsolete, some inapplicable—how it became
necessary to provide for emerging cases, successive-
ly by the decrees of the Senate, the ordinances of
the people, the edicts of the Consuls, the regulations
of the Preetors, the snswers or opinions of learned
Juris-consults, and finally, by the rescripts, edicts,
and novels of the Emperors, until suoh a mass of
Jegislative matter was assembled, s eascely the
efforts of Theodosius or Justinian were alequate to
bring into order, or reduce to principle. But this, it
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may be said, was the very subject complained of,
The simplicity of the old laws, it may be nrged, was
gradually corrupted; and hence, by the efforts of
interested men, not by the natural progress of so-
ciety, arose the complicated system, which is the
object of such general complaint.

The answer to this is obvious. So long as society
remains in a simple state, men have oceasion for few
and simple laws. But when that society begins to
be subdivided into ranks; when duties are incurred,
and obligations contracted, of a kind unknown in a
ruder or earlier period, these new conditions, new
duties, and new obligations, must be regulated by
new rules and ordinsnces, which accordingly are
introduced as fast as they are wanted, either by the
course of long custom, or by precise legislative en-
actment, There is no doubt one species of society
in which legislation may be much simplified; and
that is, where the whole law of the country, with
the power of enforcing it, is allowed to reside in the
bosom of the King, or of the judge who is to ad-
minister justice. Such is the system of Turkey,
where the Cadi is bound by no laws nor former pre-
cedents, save what his conscience may discover from
perusing the Koran. But so apt are mankind to
abuseWunlimifed power, and indeed so uiterly unfit
is human nature to possess it, that in all countries
where the judge is possessed of such arbitrary juris-

VOL. YI. D
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diction, he is found accessible to bribes, or liable to
be moved by threats. He has no distinct course
prescribed, no beacon on which to direct his vessel ;
and trims, therefore, his sails to the pursuit of his
own profit.

‘The French legislative commissioners, with thase
views, wisely judged it their duty te produce their
civil code, upon such a system as might afford, as
far us possible, protection to the various kinds of
rights known and sacknowledged in the existing
state of society, Less than this they counld not do;
nor, in our opinion, is their code as yet adequate to
atiain that principal object. By the implied social
contract, an individual surrenders to the communi~-
ty his right of protecting and avenging himself, un-
der the reserved and indispensable condition that
the public law shall defend him, or punish those by
whom he has sustained injury. As revenge has been
said by Bacon to be a species of wild justice, so the
individual pursnit of justice is often & modified and
legitimate pursuit of revenge, which ought, indeed,
to be qualified by the moral and religious sentiments
of the party, but to which law is bound to give free
way, in requital for the bridie which she imposes on
the indulgence of man's natural passions. The
course of litigation, therefore, canndt be stopt; it
can only be diminished, by providing before-hand
as many regulations as will embrace the greater
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number of cases likely to occur, and trusting to the
suthority of the jwdges acting zpon the spirit of the
law, for the settlement of such as cannot be decid-
ed sccording to its letter.

The organization of this great national work was
proceeded in with the caution and deliberation which
the importance of the subject eminently deserved.
Dividing the subjects of legislation according to the
usual distinctions of jurisconsults, the commissions
ers commenced by the publication end application
of the Iaws in generaly passed from that preliminsry
subject to the consideration of personel rights under
all their various relations; then to rights respecting
property; and, Jastly, to those legal fornis of proce+
dure, by which the rights of citizens, whether arising
out of personal circumstances, or as connected with
property, are to be followed forth, explicated, and as«
certained. Thus adopting the division, and in sonre
degres the forms, of the Institutes of Justinisn, the
commission proceeded, according tothe same model,
to consider each snbdivision of this general arrange.
ment, and adopt respeoting each such maximsor broe
cards of general law, as were to form the future ba-
sis of French jurisprudence. Their general princi-
ples being carefully cornnected and fixed, the inge-
nuity of the ¢ommissioners was exerted in deducing
from them such a nnmber of corollaries and subordi-

p2
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nate maxims, as might provide, so far as human in-
genuity could, for the infinite number of questions
that were likely to emerge on the practical appli-
cation of the general principles to the varied and in-
tricate transactions of human life. It may be easily
supposed, that a task so difficult gave rise to much
discussion among the commissioners ; and as their
Report, when fully weighed among themselves, was
again subjected to the Counecil of State, before it
was proposed to the Legislative Body, it must be
allowed, that every means which could be devised
were employed in maturely considering and revis-
ing the great body of national law, which finally,
under the name of the Code Napoleon, was adopt-
ed by France, and continues, under the title of the
Civil Code, to be the law by which her subjects
still possess and enforce their civil rights.

It would be doing much injustice to Napoleon,
to suppress the great personal interest, which, amid
so many calls upon his time, he nevertheless took
in the labours of the commission. He frequently
attended their meetings, or those of the Council of
State, in which their labours underwent revision ;
and, though he must be supposed entirely igno-
rant of the complicated system of jurisprudence
as a science, yet his acute, calculating, and argu-
mentative mind enabled him, by the broad view=
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of penius and good sense, often to get rid of those
subtleties by which professional persons are occa~
sionally embarrassed ; and to treat as cobwebs, dif-
ficulties of a technical or metaphysical character,
which, to the jurisconsults, had the appearance of
bonds and fetters.

There were times, however, on the other hand,
when Napoleon wes led, by the obvious end vul-
gar views of a question, to propose alterations
which would have been fatal to the administration
of justice, and the gradual enlargement and im-
provement of municipal law. Such was his idea,
that advocates and solicitors ought only to be paid
in the event of the cause being decided in favour
of their client; a regulation which, had he ever
adopted it, would have gone far to close the gates of
justice ; since, what practitioner would have forfeit-
ed at once one large portion of the means of his
existence, and consented to rest the other upon the
uncertainty of a gambling transaction? A lawyer is
no more answerable for not gaining his canse, than
a horse-jockey for not winming the race, Neither
can foretell with any certainty the event of the
struggle, and each, in justice, can only be held
liable for the utmost exertion of his skill and
abilities. Napoleon was not aware, that litigation
is not to be checked by preventing lawsuits from
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coming into court, but by a systematic snd sage
couxse of trying and deciding points of import-
amee, which, being once settled betwixt twa lLiti-
gants, cannot, in the same shape, or under the
seme circumstances, be again the subject of dispute
among others,

The Civil Code of Napoleon is accompanied by
a code of procedure in civil cases, and & code re-
lating to commercial affairs, which may be regard-
ed as supplemental to the main body of municipal
law. There is, besides, a Pensal Code, and a cede
respecting the procedure against persons sccused
under it. The whole forms a grand system of
jurisprudence, drawn up by the most enlightened
men of the age, having access to all the materials
which the past and the present times afford; and
it is not surprising that it should have been reccived
as 8 great boon by a nation, who, in some sense,
may be said, previous to its establishment, to have
been without any fixed or certain municipal law
since the date of the Revolution.

Baut, while weadmit the full merit of the Civil Code
of France, we are under the necessity of observing,
that the very symmetry and theoretical consistency,
which form at first view its principal beauty, render
it, when examined closely, less fit for the actual pur-
puoses of jurisprudence, than a system of national law,
which, having neverundergone the same operation of
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compression, and abridgment, and condensation,
to which that of France was necessarily subjected,
spreads through = multiplicity of volumes, em-
braces an immense collection of precedents, and,
to the eye of inexperience, seems, in comparison of
the compact size and regular form of the French
Code, a labyrinth to which no clue is afforded. It
is of the greater importance to give this subject
some consideration, becaunse it has of late been
fashionable to draw comparisons between the ju-
risprudence of England and that of France, and
even to urge the necessity of new-modelling the
former upon such a concise and systemstic plan as
the latter exhibits,

In arguing this point, we suppose &t will be
gramted, that that code of institutions is the maost
perfect, which most effectually provides for every
difficult case as it emerges, and therefore averts as
far as possible the occurrence of doubt, and, of
course, of litigation, by giving the most accurate
and certain interpretation to the general rule,
when applied to cases as they arise. Now, in this
point, which comprehends the very essence and
end of all jurisprudence,—the protection, namely,
of the rights of the individual,—the English law
is preferable to the French in an incaleulable de-
gree; because each principle of English law has
been the subject of illustration for many ages, by
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the most learned and wise judges, acting upon
pleadings conducted by the most acute and inge-
nious men of each successive age, This current
of legal judgments has been flowing for centuries,
deciding, as they occurred, every question of doubt
which could arise upon the application of general
principles to particular circumstances; and each
individual case, so decided, fills up some point
which was previously disputable, and, becoming a
rule for similar questions, tends to that extent to
diminish the debateable ground of doubt and ar-
gument with which the law must be surrounded,
like an unknown territory when it is first partially
dis¢overed.

It is not the fault of the French jurisconsults, that
they did not possess the mass of legal anthority aris-
ing out of a regular course of decisions by a long
succession of judges competent to the task, and pro-
ceeding, not upon hypothetical cases supposed by
themselves, and subject only to the investigation of
their own minds, but upon such as then actually
occurred in practice, and had been fully canvassed
and argued in open court. The French lawyers
had not the advantage of referring to such a train
of decisions; each settling some new point, or
ascertaining and confirming some one which had
been considered as questionable. By the Revo-
lution the ancient French courts had been de-
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stroyed, together with their records; their proceed-
ings only served as matter of history or tradition,
but could not be quoted in support or explanation
of a code which had no existence until after their
destruction. The commissioners endeavoured, we
have seen, to supply this defect in their system, by
drawing from their general rules such a number
of corollary propositions," as might so far as pos-
sible sérve for their application to special and par-
ticular cases. But rules, founded in imaginary
cases, can never have the same weight with prece-
dents emerging in actual practice, where the pre-
vious exertions of the lawyers have put the case in
every possible light, and where the judge comesto
the decision, not as the theorist, whose opinion re-
lates only to an ideal hypothesis of his own mind,
but as the solemn arbiter of justice betwixt man
and roan, after having attended to, and profited
by, the collision and conflict of opposite opinions,
urged by those best qualified to state and to illus-
trate them. The value of such discussion is well
known to all who have experience of courts of jus-
tice, where it is never thought surprising to hear
the wisest judge confess that he came into court
with a view of the case at issue wholly different
from that which be was induced to form after hav-
ing given the requisite attention to the debate be-
fore him. But this is an advantage which can,
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never be geined, unless in the dissussion of a real
case; and therefore the opinion of a judge, given
tods ve cognida, must always be a more valuable pre-
oodent, than that which the same learned indivi-
dual could form npen an abstract and hypethetical
question.

It is, besides, to be considered, that the most
fertile ingenuity with which any legislator can be
endued, is limited within certain bounds; and that
when be has racked his brain to provide for all the
ideal cases which his prolific imagination can sup-
ply, it will be found that he has not anticipated or
provided for the hundredth part of the questions
which are sare to oceur in actual practice. To
make a practieal application of what we have stated,
to the relative jurispradence of France and Eng-
lemd, it may be remarked, that the Title V. of the
kst Book of the Civil Code, npon the subject of
Marriage, contains only one hundred and sixty-
one propositions respecting the rights of parties,
arising in different circumstances out of that eon-
tract, the most important known in civilized so-
ciety. If we deduce from this gross amount, the
great number of rules which are not doctrinal, but
heve only reference to the forms of procedure, the
result will be greatly diminished. The English
law, on the other hand, besides its legislative en-
actments, is guarded, as appears from Roper's I~
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dex, by no Jess than a thousand decided cases, or
procedents, cach of which affords ground to rwle
amy other case in similar circumstances. In this
view, the certainty of the law of Erngland, com-
pared to that of France, bears the proportion of
tem to one.

It is, therefore, a vulgar, though a natural amd
pleasiog error, to prefer the simplicity of an ingeni-
ous and philosophic code of jurispradence, to a sya-
tem which bas grown wp with a nation, augment-
ed with ils wants, extended according to its civili-
zation, and only become cumbrous and complicated,
becguse the state of society to which it applies has
itself given rise to a complication of relative sitma-
tioms, to all of which the law is under the neoces-
sity of adapting itself. Im this point of view, the
Code of France may be compared to s warehouse
built with much attention to architectaral unifor-
mity, showy in the exterior, amd pleasing from. the
simplicity of its plan, but too small to bold the
quaatity of gooda necessary to supply the public dov
mamd; while the Common Law of England resem~
bles the vaults of some hnge Gothic building, dark
jndeed, and ili arvanged, bmt containing am e
mense store of commoiities, which these sequaisted
with its recesses seldom fail to be able to produce Lo
sich as have occasion for them. The practiques, or
adjudged cases, in fact, form a breskwater, as it
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were, to protect the more formal bulwark of the
statute law; and although they cannot be regularly
jointed or dovetailed together, each independent
decision fills its space on the mound, and offers a
degree of resistance to innovation, and protection
to the law, in proportion to its own weight and im-
portance,

The certainty of the English jurisprudence, (for,
in spite of the ordinary opinion to the contrary, it
has acquired a comparative degree of certainty,)
rests upon the multitude of its decisions. The views
which a man is disposed to entertain of his own
rights, under the general provisions of the law, are
usually controlled by some previous decision on
the case; and a reference to precedents, furnished
by e person of skill, saves, in most instances, the
expense and trouble of a lawsuit, which is thus
stiffed in its very birth. If we are rightly inform-
ed, the number of actions st common law, tried in
England yearly, does not exceed betwixt five-and-
twenty and thirty on an average, from each coun-
ty; an incredibly small number, when the weslth
of the kingdom is considered, as well as the various
and complicated transactions incident to the ad-
vanced and artificial state of society in which we
live.

But we regard the multitede of precedents in
English law as eminently favourable, not only to



NAPDILEON BUONAPARTE. 61

the certainty of the law, but to the liberty of the
subject; and especially as a check upon any judge,
who might be disposed to innovate either upon the
rights or liberties of the lieges. If a general theo-
retical maxim of law be presented to an unconscien-
tious or partial judge, he may feel himself at liber-
ty, by exerting his ingenuity, to warp the right
cause the wrong way. But if he is bound down by
the decisions of his wise and learned predecessors,
that judge would be venturous indeed, who should
attempt to tread a different and more devious path,
than that which is marked by the venerable traces
of their footsteps; especirlly, as he well knows that
the professional persons around him, who might be
blinded by the glare of his ingenuity in merely the-
oretical argument, are perfectly capable of observ-
ing and condemning every departure from prece-
dent. ®* In such a case he becomes sensible, that,
fettered as he is by previous decisions, the law is
in his hands, to be administered indeed, but not to
be altered or tampered with; ard that if the evi-
dence be read in the court, there are and must be
many present, who know as well as himself, what
must, according to precedent, be the verdict, or the

* The inteBigent reader will easily be aware, that we mean not to
say that every decision of their predecessors is neceseatily binding
on the judges of the dey. Laws themselves become obsolete, and
0 do the decisions which have maintained and enforced them,
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decision. These are considerstions which never
can restrain or fetter » judge, who is only called
upon to give his own explanation of the general
principle briefly expressed in s short code, and
susceptible therefore of a variety of interpretations,
from which he may at pleasure select that which
may be most favourable to his unconscientious or
partial purposes.

It follows, also, from the paucity of laws afford-
ed by a code constructed not by the growth of time,
but suggested by the ingenuity of theorists sudden-
ly called to the task, and, considering its immense
importance, executing it in haste, that many pros
visions, most important for the exercise of justice,
must, of course, be neglected in the French Code.
For example, the whole law of evidence, the very
key and corner-stone of justice between man and
wan, has been strangely overlooked in the French
jurisprudence. It is plaig, that litigation may pro~
eved for ever, unless there be some previous ad«
justment (called technically an issue) betwixt the
parties, at the sight of the judge, teuding to as-
certain their averments in point of fact, as alse the
relevancy of thoss averments to the determina~
tion of the cause. In England, chiefly during the
oourse of last century, the Law of Evidence has
grown up to a degree of perfection, which has tend-
«d, perhaps more than any other cause, at onee to
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prevent and to shorten litigation. If we pass fram
the civil to the penal mode of procedure in Francey
the British lawyer is yet more shocked by a course,
which seems in his view totally to invert and cons
found every idea which he has reeeived upon the
law of evidence. Our law, it is well known, is in
nothing so scrupulous as in any conduct towards
the prisoner, which may have the most indirect tem
dency to entrap him iato bearing evidence against
himself, Y.aw sympathizes in such a case with the
frailties of humanity, and, aware of the consequence
which judicial inquiries must always have on the
mind of the timid and ignorant, never pushes the
examination of a suspected person farther than he
himself, in the natural hope of giving such an ac~
count of himself as may procure his liberty, shall
choose to reply to it

In France, on the contrary, the whole trial some-
times resolves into. a continued examination and
cross-examination of the prisoner, who is not only
under the necessity of giving his original statement
of the circumstances on which he founds his defence,
but is confronted repeatedly with the witnesses, and
repeatedly required to reconcile his own statementof
the case with that which these bave averred, With
respect to the character of evidence, the same loose~
ness of practice exists. No distinction seems to be
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made between that which is hearsay and that which
is direct; that which is spontaneously given, and
that which is extracted, or perhaps suggested, by
leading questions.  All this is contrary to what we
are taught to consider as the essence of justice to-
wards the sccused.  The use of the rack is, indeed,
no longer admitted to extort the confession, but the
mode of judicial examination seems to us a species
of moral torture, under which a timid and ignorant,
though innocent man, is very likely to be involved in
such contradictions and inextricable confusion, that
he may be under the necessity of throwing away
his life by not knowing how to frame his defence.
‘We shall not protract these remarks on the Code
Napoleon; the rather that we must frankly confess,
that the manners and custorns of a country make the
greatest difference with respect to its Iaws, and that
a system may work well in France, and answer all the
purposes of jurisprudence, which in England would
be thought very inadequate to the purpose, The
humane institution which allows the accused the be-
nefit of counsel, is a privilege which the English law
does not permit to the accused, and may have its own
weight in counterbalancing some of the inconveni~
ences to which he is subjected in France. It seems
also probable, that the deficiences in the Code, aris-
ing from its recent origin and compressed form,
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must be geaduslly remedied as in England, by the
course of decisions pronounced by intelligent and
learned judges; and that what we now state as an
objection to the system, will gradually disappear
under the influence of time.

Considered as a production of human science,
and a manual of legislative sagacity, the Code may
challenge general admiration for the clearand wise
manner in which the exioms are drawn vp and ex-
pressed. There are but few peculiarities making
& difference betwixt its principles and those of the
Romsan law, which has in most contracts claimed
to be considered as the mother of judicial regula-
tion. The most remarkable occurs, perhaps, in
the articles regalating what is called the Family
Council ; a subject which does not seem of import-
ance sufficient to claim much attention.

The Civik Code being thus ascertained, provi-
sion was made for its-regular administration by
suitable courts; the judges of which did not, as bwe
fore the Revolution, depend for their emoluments
upon fees payable by the litigants, but were com-
pensated by suitable salaries at the expensg of the
public. As France does not supply that class of
persons who form what is called in England the

<unpeid magistracy, the French justices of pesce

received & small salary of from 800 to 180 francs,

Above them in rank ceme judges in the first in-
VOIa VL E
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stance, whose salaries amounted to 3000 francs at
the utmost. The judges of the supreme tribunals
enjoyed about four or five thoussnd francs; and
those of the High Court of Cassation had not more
than ten thousand frencs, which scarcely enabled
them to live and keep some rank in the metro-
polis. But, though thus underpaid, the situstion
of the French judges was honourable in the eyes
of the country, and they maintained its character
by activity and impartislity in their judicial func-
tions.

"The system of juries hed been introduced iu eri-
minal cases, by the acclamation of the Assembly.
Buonszparte found them, however, scrupulously res-
tive and troublesome. There may be some truth
in the charge, that they were averse from conviction,
where a loop-hole remained for scquitting the cri-
minal ; end that many audacious crimes remained
unpunished, from the punctilious view which the ju-
rigg took of their dnty. But it was from other mo-
tives than those of the public weal that Napoleon
made an early use of his power, for the purpose of
forming special tribunals, invested with a half-mili-
tary character, to tryall such crimes assssumed a po-
litical complexion, with power to condemn without
the suffrage of a jury. We have already aliuded to
this infringement of the most valuable political rights
of the subject, in giving some account of the trials of
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Georges, Pichegru, and Moreau. Ne jury wonld
ever have brought-in a verdict against the latter,
whose sole crime was his communication with Pi~
chegru; a point of suspicion certainly, but no proof
whatever of positive guilt. Political causes being
out of the field, the trial by jury was retained in the
French Code, so fur as regarded criminal Ynestions
and the general administration of justice seems to
have been very well calculated for protecting the
right, and punishing that which is wrong. '

The fiscal operations of Buaonaparte were those
of which the subjects complained the most, as indeed
these are generally the grievances to which the peo-
ple in every country are the most sensible. High
taxes were imposed on the French people, rendered
necessary by the expenses of thegovernment, which,
with all its accompaniments, were very consider-
uble ; and although Buonsaparte did 21l in his power
to throw the charge of the eternal wars which he
waged upon the countries which he overran or sub-
dued, yet so far does the waste of war exceed-any
emolament which the armed hand can wrest from
the sufferers, so imperfect a proportion do the gains
of the victor bear to the losses of the vanquished;
that after ali the revenue which was derived from
foreign countries, the continual campaigns of the
Emperor proved a constant and severe drain upon
the produce of French industry. So rich, however,

E2
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is the soil of Franoe, such are the extent of her res
sources, such the pstience and activity of her in~
habitants, thet she is qualified, if not. to produce
upon her national credit, yet to sopport the pay-
ment of & train of heavy annual imposts for » mach
longer petiod, and with less practical inconvenience.
The agriculture of France had been extremely im-
proved since the breaking up of the great estates in-
to smaller portions, and the abrogation of those
fendal burdens which had pressed upon the calti-
vators; snd it might be considered as flourishing,
in spite of war taxes, and, what was worse, the con-~
scription itself. Under a fixed and secure, thougha
severe and despotic government, property was pro-
tected, and agriculture received the best enconrage-
ment, namely, the certainty conferred on the culti-
vator of reaping the crop which he sowed.

It was far otherwise with commerce, which the
maritime war, carried on so long and with suchun-
mitigated severity, had very much injured, and the
utter destruetion of which was in a manmer perfected
by Buonaparte’s adherence to the continental sys-
tem. This, indeed, was the instrument by which
in the long run he hoped to ruin the commerce of
his rival, but the whole weight of which fell in the
firot instance on that of France, whose sea-ports
showed no other shipping save coasters and fishing
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vessels ; while the trade of Marseilles, Bourdesnx,
Nantes, and other grest commercial towns, had in
a great measure ceased to exist. The goversmeat
of the Emperor was propartionally unpopular in
those cities; and aithough men kept silence, becsnse
surrounded by the spies of a jealous and watchful
despotism, their dislike to the existing state of
things could not entirely be concealed.

On the other hand, capitalists, who had sums
favested in the public funds, or who were concern~
ed with the extensive and beneficial contracts for
the equipment and supply of Napoleon’s large sr-
mies, with all the numercos and influential persons
upon whom rny part of the gathering in or espen-
diture of the public money devolved, were nepes-
sarily devoted to a government, wnder which, m
spite of the Emperor's vigilance, immense profits
were often derivad, even afier those by whom they
were made had rendered to the ministers, or per-
haps the generals, by whom they were protected, a
due portion of the spoil. Economist and caloulator
a8 he was, to a most superior degree of excelleneo,
Napoleon seems to have been utterly unable, if he
really sincerely desired, to put an end to the pe-
cutations of those whom he trusted with power.
He frequently, during his eonversations at Saint
Helena, siludes io the venality and corruption of
such as be employed in the highest offices, but
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whose sordid practices seern never to have occur~
red to him in the way of objection te his making
use .of their talents. Fouché, Talieyrand, and
others, are thus stigmatized; and as we weil
know how long, and upon how many different eo-
casions, he employed those statesmen, we cannot
but suppose that whatever may have been his sen-
timents 8s to the men, he was perfectly willing to
compound with their peculation, in order to have
the advantage of their abilitics, Even when prac~
tices of this kind were too gross to be passed over,
Napoleon’s mode of censuring and repressing them
was not adspted 1o show a pure sense of morality
on his own part, or any desire to use extraordinary
rigour in preventing thew infutnre. This conclu-
sion we form from the following anecdote which he
communicated to Las Cases:—

Speaking of generals, and praising the disin-
terestedness of some, he adds, Massena, Auge-
rean, Brune, and others, were undaunted depre-
dators. Upon one occasion, the rapacity of the
first of these generals had exceeded the patience
of the Emperor. His mode of punishing him
was peculiar. He did not dispossess him of the
command, of which he had rendered hirnself un~
worthy by such an unsoldier-like vice—he did
nol stxip the depredator by judicial sentence of
his ill-won gains, and restore them to those from



NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE, 71

whom they were plundered—but, in order.to
make the general sensible that he had proceeded
too far, Buonaparte drew a bill upon the bank.
er of the delinquent, for the sum of {wo or three
mitlions of francs, to be placed to Massena’s debit,
and the credit of the drawer. Great was the em-
barrassment of the banker, who dared not refuse
the Imperial order, while he humbly hesitated, that
he conld not safely honour it without the autho-
rity of his principal. * Pay the money,” was the
Emperor's reply, * and let Massens refuse to give
you credit at his peril.” The money was paid ac-
cordingly, and placed to that general’s debit, with-
out his venturing to start any objections. This was
not punishing peculation, but partaking in its gains ;
and the spirit of the transaction approached nearly
to that described by Le Sage, where the Spanish
minister of state insists on sharing the bribes given
to his secretary.

Junot, in like manner, who, upon his return
from Portugal, gave general scandal by the display
of diamonds, and other wealth, which he had ac-
quired in that oppressed country, received from
Buonaparte a friendly hint to be more cautious in
such exhibitions. But his acknowledged rapacity
was never thought of as a reason disqualifying him
for being presently afterwards sent to the govern~
ment of Iiiyria.
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or the produce of industry at the easiest rates. On
the contrary, he had proceeded to act against the
commerce of England, as, in & military capacity,
he would have done in regard to the water which
supplied a besieged city. He strove to cat it off,
end altogether to destroy it, and to supply the ab-
sence of its productions by such substitutes as
France could furnish. Hence, the factitious en-
couragement given to the French manufactures,
not by the natural demand of the country, but by
the bounties and prohibitions by which they were
guarded, Hence, the desperate efforts made to
produce a species of sugar from various substances,
especially from the beet-root. To this unnatural
and unthrifty experiment, Buonaparte used to attach
so much consequence, that a piece of the new com-
position, which, with much time and trouble, had
been made to approximate the quality of ordinary
loaf-sugar, was preserved in a glass-case over the
Imperial mantle-piece; and a pound or two of
beet-sugar, highly refined, was sent to foreign
courts, to illustrate the means by which Napoleon
consoled his subjects for the evils incumbent on
the continental system. No way of flattering or
gratifying the Emperor was so certain, as to ap-
pear eager in supporting these views; and it is
said that one of his generals, when tottering in the
Imperial good graces, regained the favour of his
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master, by planting the whole of a considerable
estate with beet-root. In these, and on similar ocw
casions, Napoleon, in his eager desire to produce
the commodity desiderated, became regardless of
those considerations which a manufacturer first as~
certains when about. to commence his operations,
namely, the expense at which the article can be
produced, the price st which it can be disposed
of, and its fitness for the market which it is intend
ed to supply. The various encouragements given
to the cotton manufacturers, and others, in France,
by which it was designed to supply the want of Bri-
tish goods, proceeded upon e system equally illibe-
ral and impolitic. Still, however, the expensive
bounties, and forced sales, which the influence of
government afforded, enabled these manufacturers
to proceed, and furnished employment to a certain
number of men, who were naturally grateful for the
protection which they received from the Emperor.
In the same manner, although no artificial jet-d’eau,
upon the grandest scale of expense, can so much
refresh the face of nature, as the gentle and general
influence of 8 natural shower, the former will ne-
vertheless have the effect of feeding and nourishing
such vegetable productions as are within the reach
of its limited influence. It was thus, that the ef-
forts of Napoleon at encouraging arts and manu-~
factures, though proceeding on mistaken principles,
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produced, in the first instance, resuits apparently
beneficial.

‘We have already had occasion to observe the
immense public works which were undertaken at
the expense of Buoneparte’s government. Tem-
ples, bridges, and aqueducts, are, indeed, the coin
with which arbitrary princes, in all ages, have en-
deavoured to compensate for the liberty of which
the people are deprived. Such monuments are
popular with the citizens, because the enjoyment
of them is commeon to all, and’ the monarch is par-
tial to a style of expenditure promising more plau-
sibly than any other, to extend the memory of his
present greatness far into the bosom of futurity,
Buonaparte was not, and conld not be, insensible
to either of these motives. His mind was too
much enlarged to seck enjoyment in any of the
ordinary objects of exclusive gratification; and
undoubtedly, he who had done s0 much to distin-
guish himself during his Iife above ordinary mor-
tals, must have naturally desired that his public
works should preserve his fame to future ages.
Accordingly, he undertook and executed some af
the most splendid labours of modern times. The
road over the Simplon, and the basins at Antwerp,
may be always appealed to as gigantic specimens
of his public spirit.

On the gther hand, as we have before hinted, Na-
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poleon sometimes ahmed at producing immediate
effect, by proposals and plans hastily adopted, as
hastity decreed, and given in full form to the'fpo-
vernment journal; hut which were either abandon-
ed immediately after having been commenced, or
perhaps, never advanced farther than the plan an-
nounced in the Moniteur. Buonaparte’s habits of
activity, his powers of deciding with a single glance
upon most points of either military or civil engineer-
ing, were liberally drawn upon to strike his subjects
with wonder and admiration, During the few peace«
ful intervals of his reign, his impatience of inaction
found amusement in traversing, with great rapidity,
and often on the shortest notice, the various depart.
ments in France. Travelling with incredible cele-
rity, though usnally accompanied by the Empress
Josephine, he had no sooner visited any town of
consequence, than he threw himself on horseback,
and, followed only by his aide-de-camp and his
mameluke Rustan, who with difficulty kept him in
view, he took a fiying survey of the place, its capa-
cities of improvement, or the inconveniences which
attached to it. 'With this local knowledge, thus
rapidly acquired, he gave audience to the munici-
psl anthorities, and overwhelmed them very often
with liberal and long details concerning the place
round which he had galloped for the first time, but
in which they had spent their days. Amazement
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world-—at least, they were not manifested by any
of those weaknesses which might serve to lower the
Emperor to the stamp of common men. His con~
duct towards the Empress Josephine was regular
snd exemplary. From their accession to grandeur
till the fatal divorce, as Napoleon once termed it,
they shared the privacy of the same apartment,
and for many years partook the same bed. Jose-
phine is said, indeed, to have given her husband,
upor whom she had many claims, some annoyance
by her jealousy, to which he petiently snbmitted,
and esceped the reproach thrown on s0 many he-
roes and men of genius, that, proof to everything
¢lse, they are not so agrinst the allurements of fe-
male seduction. What amours he had were of a
passing character, No woman, excepting Josephine
and her successor, who exercised their lawful and
rightful influence, was ever known to possess any
power over him.

The digpity of his throne was splendidly and mag-
nificently maintained, but the expense was still linait-
ed by that love of order which arose out of Buona-
parte’s powers of arithmetical calculation habituelly
and constantly employed, and the trosting to which,
cantributed, it maybe, to thet external regularitysnd
decorum which he always supported- In speaking
of bis own peculiar taste, Buonaparte said that his
favourite work was a book of logarithms, and his
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choicest amusement was working out the problems.
The individual to whom the Emperor made this
singular avowal mentioned it with sarprise to an
officer near his person, who assured him, that not
only did Napoleon amuse himself with arithmetical
ciphers, and the theory of computation, but that
he frequently brought it to bear on his domestic
expenses, and diverted himself with comparing the
price at which particular articles were charged to
him, with the rate which they ought to have cost
at the fair market price, but which, for reasons un=
necessary to state, was in general greatly exceeded.
Las Cases mentions his detecting such an over-
charge in the gold fringe which adorned one of his
state apartments. A still more curious anecdote
respects a watch which the most eminent artist of
Paris had orders to finish with his utmost skill, in
a style which might become a gift from the Empe-
ror of France to his brother the King of Spain.
Before the watch was out of the artist’s hands, Na-
poleon received news of the battle of Vittoria,
% All is now over with Joseph,” were almost his
first words after receiving the intelligence. * Send
to countermand the order for the watch.” ¥
Properly considered, this anecdote indicates no
indifference as to his brother’s fate, nor anxiety a-

* The watch, half completed, remained in the hands of the artist,
and is now the property of the Duke of Wellington,
YOL. ¥1. r
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bout seving a petty sum ; it was the rigid calculation
ofa prafessed accountant, whose habits of accuracy
indnce him to bring every loss to a distinet balance,
however trivial the off-set may be. But although
the Emperor’s economy descended to minute trifles,
we are not to suppose that among such was its na-
teral sphere. On the contrary, in the first year of
the Consulate, he discovered and rectified an error
in the #tatement of the revenue, to the amount of
no less than two millions of francs, to the prejudice
of the state. In another instance, with the skill
which only s natural taste for calculation brought
to excellence by constant practice could have at-
tained, he discovered an enormous overcharge of
more than sixty thousand francs in the pay-accounts
of the garrison of Paris. Two such discoveries, by
the head magistrate, must have gone far to secure
regularity in the departments in which they were
made, in future.

Attending to this remarkable peculiarity throws
much light on the character of Buonaparte. It was
by dint of his rapid and powerful combigations that
he succeeded as a genersl; and the same laws of
calculation can be traced through much of his pub-
lic and private life.

The palace charges, and ordinary expenses of
the Emperor, were completely and accurately re-
gulated by his Imperial Majesty’s own calculation.
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He boasted to have so simplified the expenditare
of the ancient Kings of France, that his huinting
establishment, thongh maintsined in the uttost
splendour, cost a considerable sum less than that
of the Bourbbns, But it must be recollected, first,
that Napoleon was free from the obligation which
subjected the Bourbons to the extravagant expenses
which attended the high sppointments of their
housebold ; secondly, that under the Imperial go-
verment, the whole establishment of falconry was
abolished ; a sport which is, in the opinion of many,
more strikingly picturesque and interesting than
any other variety of the chase, and which, as it in~
fers a royal expense, belongs properly to sovereign
princes.

The Imperial court was distinguished not only
by a severe etiquette, but the grandees, by whorx
its principal duties were discharged, were given to
understand, that the utmost magnificence of dress
and equipage was required from them upon public
occasions. It was, indeed, a subject of complaint
amongst the servants of the Crown,that though
Buonaparte was in many respects attentive to their
interests, gave them opportunities of acquiring
wealth, invested them with large dotations and en-
dowments, and frequently essisted them with an
influence not easily withstood in the accomplish-
ment of advaniageous marriages; yet still the great

F2
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expenditure at which they were required to sup-
port their appearance at the Imperial court, pre-
vented their realizing any fortune which could pro-
vide effectually for their family. This expense Buo-
naparte loved to represent, as & tax which he made
his courtiers pay to support the manufactures of
France; but it was extended so far as to show plain-
ly, that, determined as he was to establish his no-
bility on such a scale as to grace his court, it was
far from being his purpose to permit them to assume
any real power, or to form an existing and influential
barrier between the crown and the people. The
same inference is to be drawn from the law of France
" concerning succession in landed property, which is
in ordinary cases equally divided amongst the chil-
dren of the deceased; a circumstance which must
effectually prevent the rise of grest hereditary in-
fluence. And although, for the support of dignities
granted by the Crown, and in some other cases, an
entail of & portion of the favoured person’s estte,
called a Majorat, is permitted to follow the title,
yet the proportion is so small as to give no consi-
derable weight to those upon whom it devolves.
_ The composition of Buonaparte's court was sine
gular. Amid his military Dukes and Mareschals
were mingled many descendants of the old noblesse,
who had been struck out of the lists of emigration.
On these Buonaparte spread the cruel reproach,
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% I offered them rank in my army—they declined
the service;—I opened my antichambers to them
—they rushed in and filled them.” In this the
Emperor did not do justice to the ancient noblesse
of France. A great many resamed their natural
situation in the military ranks of their country, and-
a still greater number declined, in any capacity, to
bend the knee to him, whom they could only con-~
sider as a succeasful usurper.

The ceremonial of the Tuilleries was upon the
most splendid scale, the public festivals were held
with the utmost magnificence, and the etiquette was
of the most strict and indefeasible character. To
all this Buonaparte himself attached consequence,
as ceremonies characterising the spirit and dignity
of his government; and he had drilled even his
own mind into a veneration for all those outward
forms connected with royalty, as accurately as if
they had been during his whole life the special
subject of his attention. There is a curious ex- "
ample given by Monsieur Las Cases. Buonaparte,
in good-humoured frifling, had given his follower
the titles of your highness, your lordship, and so
forth, amidst which it occurred to him, in a fit
of abstraction, to use the phrase, “ Your Majesty.”
The instant that the word, sacred to his own ears,
had escaped him, the humour of frolic was end-
ed, and he resumed a serious tone, with the air
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of one who feels that he has let his pleasantry tres-
pass upon an unbecoming and almost hallowed
subject.

There were many of Bunonapsarte’s friends and
followers, bred, like himself, under the influence
of the Reyolutjon, whp doubted the policy of his
entering into such a strain of imitation of the an-
cient courts of Furope, aiid of his appearing anxious
to emulate them in the only points in which he must.
necessarily fail, antiquity and long observance giv~
ing to ancient usages an effect upon the imagination,
which could not possibly attach to the same cere-
monial intreduced into a court of yesterday. These
would willingly have seen the dignity of their mas-
ter’s court rested upon its real and pre-eminent im-
portance, and would have desired, that though Re-
publican principles were abandoned, something of
the severe and manly simplicity of Republican man-~
ners should bave continued to characterise a throne
whose site rested upon the Revolution. The cour-
tiers who held such opinions were at liberty to draw
consolation fromthe personal appearance and habits
of Napoleon. Amid the gleam of embroidery, of or-
ders,decorations, and all that the etiquette of a court
demands to render ceremonial at once accurate and
splendid, the person of the Emperor was to be dis-
tinguished by his extreme simplicity of dress and
deportment. A plain uniform, with a hat having no
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other ornsment than a small three-caloured pockade,
was }hﬂdress of him who bestowed all these gorge-
ous decorations, and in honour of whom these costly
robes of peremonial had been exhibited. Perhaps
Napoleon might be of opinion, that a person under
the common size, and in his latter days somewhat
corpulent, was unfit for the display of rich dresses;
or it is more likely he desired to intimate, that al-
though he exacted from others the strict observance
of etiquetste, he held that the Imperial dignity placed
him above any reciprocal obligation towards them.

Perhaps, also, in limiting his personal expenses,
and avoiding that of & splendid royal wardrobe, Buo-
naparte might indulge that love of calculation and
order, which we have noticed as a leading point of
his character. Bat his utmost efforts could not carry
& similar spirit of economy among the female part
of his Imperial family ; and it may be a consolation
to perspns of less consequence to know, that in this
respegt the Emperor of half the world was nearly as
powerless as they may feel themselves to be. Jose-
phine, with all her amiahle qualities, was profuse,
after the general custom of Creoles, and Pauline de
Borghese was no less so. The efforts of Napoleon
to limit their expenses, sometimes gave rise to sin-
gular scenes. Upon one occasion, the Emperor
found in company of Josephine a certain milliner of
high reputation and equal expense, with whom he
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had discharged his wife to have any deslings, In-
censed at this breach of his orders, he directed the
marchandz des modes to be conducted to the Bicetre;
but the number of carriages which brought the
wives of his principal courtiers to consult her in
captivity, convinced him that the popularity of the
milliner was too powerful even for his Imperial
authority ; 0 he wisely dropped & contention which
must have seemed ludicrous to the public, and the
artist was set at liberty, to charm and pillage the
gay world of Paris at her own pleasure.

On another occasion, the irregularity of Jose-
phize in the article of expense, led to an incident
which reminds us of an anecdote in the history of
some Oriental Sultan, A creditor of the Empress,
become desperate from delay, stopped the Imperial
caleche, in which the Emperor was leaving St Cloud,
with Josephine by his side, and presented his ac-
count, with a request of payment. Buonaparte did
as Saladin would have done in similer circum-
stances—he forgave the man’s boldness in consi-
deration of the justice of his claim, and caunsed the
tdebt to be immediately settled. In fact, while blam-
ing the expense and irregularity which occasioned
such demands, his sense of justice, and his family
affection, equally inclined him to satisfy the creditor,

The same love of order, as a ruling principle of
his government, must have rendered Buonaparte
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severe censor of all public breaches of the decencies
of society. Public morals are in themselves the
accomplishment and fulfilment of all laws; they-
alone constitute a national cede. Accordingly, the
manners of the Imperial court were under such re.
gulstion as to escape public scandal, if they were
not beyond secret suspicion.* In the same man-
ner, gambling, the natural and favourite vice of a
court, was not practised in that of Buonaparte, who
discountenanced high play by every means in his
power. But he suffered it to be licensed to anim=~
mense and frightful extent, by the minister of po-
lice ; nor can we give him the least credit when he
affirms, that the gambling-houses which paid such
immense rents to Fouché, existed without his know-
ledge. Napoleon’s own assertion cannot make us
believe that he was ignorant of the principal source
of revenue which supported his police. He com-
pounded, on this as on other occasions, with a good
will, in consideration of the personal advantage
which he derived from it.

In the public amusements of a more general kind,
Buonaparte took a deepinterest. He often attend-

* We sgain repeat, that we totally dishelieve the gross infamies
imputed to Napoleon within his own family, although sanctioned
by the evidence of the Memoits of Fouché, Neither Buonaparte's
propensities nor his faults were those of a voluptuary.
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ed the theatre, though commonly in privgte, sud
without eclat. Jis own taste, ss well as political
circymstances, led him to enconrage the amuse-
mepte of the stage; and the celebrated Talma,
whose decided talents placed him at the head of
the French performers, received, as well in person-
al notice from the Emperor, as through the mare
substantial mwedivm of a pension, an assurance, that
the kindness which he had shown in early youth to
the little Corsican student had not been forgotten.
The strictest care was taken that pothing should
be admitted on the stage which could awaken feel-
ings or recoliections unfavourable to the Imperial
Government. 'When the acute wit of the Parisian
audience seized on some expression or incident
which had any analogy to public affairs, the great-
est pains were taken, not only to prevent the cir-
cumstance from recurring, but even to hinder it
from getting into general circulation. This secre-
cy respecting what occurred in public, could not
be attained in a free country, but was easily accom-
plished in one where the public papers, the gene-
ral organs of intelligence, were under the strict and
anremitted vigilance of the government.

There were periods when Buonaparte, in order to
gain the approbation and sympathy of those who
claim the exclusive title of lovers of liberty, was
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pot unwilling to be thought the friead of liberal
opintonk, and was heard to express himself in fayonr
of the liberty of the press, and other checks upon
the executive authority. To reconcile his opiniops
(or rather what he threw out as his opinions) with
a practice diametrically opposite, was no easy mat-
ter, yet he sometimes attempted it. On observing
ane or two persons, who had been his silent and
surprised anditors on such an ocetasion, unable to
suppress some appearance of incredulity, he imme~
diately entered upon his defence. “ I am,” he
said, ¢ at bottom, end naturally, for & fixed and
limited government. You scem not to believe me,
perhaps because you conceive my opinions and
practice are at variance. But you do not consider
the necessity arising out of persons and circum-
stances. Were I to relax the reins for an instant,
you would see a general confusion. Neither you
nor I, probably, would spend another night in the
Tuilleries. ¥

Such declarations have often been found in the
mouths of those, who have seized upon an unlawfil
degree of authority over their species. Cromwell
was forced to dissolve the Parliament, though he
besought the Lord rather to slay him. State neces-
sity is the usual plea of tyrants, by which they seck
to impose on themselves and others ; and, by resort-
ing to such an apology, they pay that tribute to truth
in their language, to which their practice is in the
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rost decided opposition. But if there are any to
whom such an excuse may appear valid, what can
be, or must be, their sentiments of the French Re-
volution, which, instead of leading to national liber-
ty, equality, and general happiness, brought the
country into such a condition, that a victorious sol-
dier was obliged, contrary to the conviction of his
own conscience, to assume the despotic power, and
subject the whole empire to the same arbitrary
rules which directed the followers of his camp ?
The press, at no time, snd in no civilized coun-
try, was ever so compietely enchained and fettered
as at this period it was in France. The public
journals were prohibited from inserting any article
of public news which had not first appeared in the
Moniteur, the organ of government; and this, on
all momentous occasions, was personally examin-
ed by Buonaparte himself. Nor were the inferior
papers permitted to publish a word, whether in
the way of explanation, eriticism, or otherwise,
which did not accurately correspond with the tone
observed in the leading journal. They might,
with the best graces of their eloquence, enhance
the praise, or deepen the censure, which charac-
terised the leading paragraph ; but seizure of their
paper, confiscation, imprisonment, and sometimes
exile, were the unfailing reward of any attempt
to correct what was erroneouns in point of fact,
or sophistical in point of reasoning. The Mo-
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niteur, therefore, was the sole guide of public opi-
nion ; and by his constant attention to its contents,
it is plain that Napoleon relied as much on its in-
fluence to direct the general mind of the people of
France, as he did upon the power of his arms, mi-
litary reputation, and extensive resources, to over-
awe the other nations of Enrope.
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CHAPTER IIL

Syetem of Education introduced into Fronce by Napolson.
—National University—its nature and W—Ly-

cexms.~wProposed Establishment at Meudon.

Tar reputation of Buonaparte as a soldier, was
the means which raised him to the Imperial dignity;
and, unfortunately for himself, his ideas were so con-
stantly associated with war and victory, that peace-
firl regulations of every kind were postponed, as of
inferior importance ; and thus war, which in the eye
of reason ought always, even when most necessary
and justifisble, to be regarded as an extraordinary
state mto which a nation is plunged by compulsion,
was certainly regarded by Napoleon as almost the
natural and ordinary condition of humenity. He
bad been bred on the battle-field, from which his
glory first arose. The earthquske voice of victory,”
according to the expression of Britain’s noble and
lost bard, # was to him the breath of life.” And al-
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though his powerful mind was capable of applying
itself to ail the various relations of human affairs,
it was with war and desolation that he was most
familiar, and the tendency of his government ac-
cordingly bore an aspect decidedly military,

The instruction of the youth of France had been
the subject of several projects during the Republic;
which was themore necessary, as the Revolution had
entirely destroyed all the colleges and seminaries of
public instraction, most of which were more orless
corinected with the church, end had left the nation
almost destitute of any public meens of education.
These schemes were of course marked with the wild
sophistry of the period. In many cases they failed
in execution from want of public encouragement ;
in others, from wantof funds, Still, however, though
no fixed scheme of education had been adopted;
and though the increasing vice and ignorance of
the rising generation was sufficiently shocking, there
existed in France two or three classes of schools
for different purposes; as indeed it is not to be
supposed that so greatand civilized a nation could,
nnder any circumstances, tolerate a total want of
the means of educating their youth.

The schemes to which we allude had agreed in
arranging, that each commune (answering, perhaps,
to our parish) should provide a school and teacher,
for the purpose of communicating the primary and
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most indispensable’ principles of education. This
plzn bhad in a great measure. failed, owing to the
poverty of the communes on whom the expense was
thrown. Insome cases, however, the communes had
found funds for this necessary purpose; and, in
others, the expense had been divided betwixt the
public body, and the pupils who received the be-
nefit of the establishment. So that these primary
schools existed in many instances, though certain.
ly in a precarious and langnishing state.

The secondary schools were such as qualified
persons, or those who held themselves out as sach,
had established upon speculation, or by the aid of
private contributions, for teaching the learned and
modern languages, geography, and mathematics.

There was besides evinced on the part of the Ca-
tholic clergy, so soon as the Concordat had restored
them to some rank and influence, a desire fo re-
sume the task of public education, which, before the
Revolution, had been chiefly vested in their hands.
Their seminaries had been supported by the public
with considersble liberality, and being under the
contro] of the bishop, and destined chiefly to bring
up young persons intended for the church, they had
obtained the name of Ecclesiastical Schools.

. Matters were upon this footing when Buonaparte
brought forward his grand project of a National Uni-
versity, composed of a Grand Maater, a Chancellor,
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a treasurer, ten councillors for life, twenty council-
lors in ordinary, and thirty inspectors-general; the
whole forming & sort of Imperial council, whose su-
premacy was to be absolute on matters respecting
edncation. All teachers, and all seminaries of edu-
cation, were subjected to the supreme authority of
the National University, nor could any school be
opened without a brevet or diploma from the Grand
Master, upon which a considersbie tax was imposed.
It was indeed the policy of the government to di-
minish as far as possible the nomber of Secondary
and of Ecclesiastical Schools, in order that the pub-
lic education might be conducted at the public se=
minaries, called Lyceums, or Academies.

In these Lyceums the discipline was partly mi~
litary, partly monastic. The masters, censors, and
teachers, in the Lycenms and Colleges, were bound
to celibacy; the professors might marry, but in that
case were not permitted to reside within the pre-
cincts. The youth were entirely separated from
their families, and allowed to correspond with no
one save their parents, and then only through the
medium, and under the inspection, of the censors.
The whole system was subjected to the strict and
frequent investigation of the University, The Grand
Master might dismiss any person he pleased, and
such a sentence of dismission disqualified the party
receiving it from holding any civil employment.

VOL. V1. G
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In the general case, it is the object of a place of
learning to remove from the eyes of youth that pomp
and parade of war, by which at an esrly age they
are so easily withdrawn from severe attention to their
studies. The Lycenms of Buonaparte were con-
dutted on a contrary principle ; everything was done
by beat of drum, all the interior arrangements of the
boys were upon a military footing, Ataperiod when
the soldier’s profession leld out the most splendid
prospects of successful ambition, it was ne wonder
that young men soon learned to look forward to it
as the only line worthy of a man of spirit to pursue.
The devotion of the young students to the Emperor,
carefully infused into them by their teachers, was
farther excited by the recollection, that e was their
benefactor for all the means of instruction afferded
them ; and thus they learned from every circum-
stance around them, that the first object of their lives
was devotion to his service, and that the service re~
quired of them was of a military character, -

There were in each Lyceum one hundred and
fifty exhibitions, or scholarships, of which twenty
were of value sufficient to cover the student’s full ex-
penses, while the rest, of smaller amount, were called
half or three quarter bursaries, in which the parents
or relations of the lad supplied a portion of the
charge. From these Lyceums, two hundred and
fifty of the most selected youth were yearly draught.
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ed into the more professional and special military
schools maintgined by the Emperor; and to be inclu-
ded in this chosen number, was the prime object of
every student. Thus, everything induced the young
men broaght up at these Lyceums, to look upon a
military life as the most natural and enviable course
they had to pursue; end thus Buonaparte accom-
plished that alteration on the existing generation,
which he intimated, when he said, “ The clergy re-
gard this world as'a mere diligence which is to con-
vey us to the next—it must be my business to £ll
the public carriage with good recruits for myarmy.”

Of the whole range of national education, that
which was conducted at the Lyceums, or central
schools, was alone supported by the state; and the
courses there taught were generally limited to La«
tin and mathematics, the usual accomplishments of
a military academy. Undoubtedly Brienne was in
Napoleon’s recollection ; nor might he perhaps think
a better, or a more enlarged course of education
necessary for the subjects of France, than thatwhich
had advanced their sovereign to the supreme go-
vernment. But there was 2 deeper reason in the
limitation. Those who, under another system of
education, might have advanced themselves to that
degree of knowledge which becomes influential
upon the mind of the public, or the fortunes of a
state, by other means than those of violence, were

c2
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disqualified for the task by that which they receiv-
ed in the Lyceums; and the gentle, studious, and
peaceful youth, was formed, like all the rest of the
generation, to the trade of war, to which he was
probably scon to be called by the Conscription.
If the father chose to place his son at one of the
Secondary Schools, where a larger sphere of in-
struction was opened, it was still at the risk of see~
ing the youth withdrawn from thence and trans-
ferred to the nesrest Lycenm, if the Directors of
the Academy should judge it necessary for the en-
couragement of the schools which appertained more
properly to government,

Yet, Napoleon appears to have been blind to the
errors of this system, or rather to have been de-
lighted with them, as tending directly to aid his
despotic views, ¢ My University,” he was accus-
tomed to say to the very last, ¢ was a masterpiece
of combination, and would have produced the most
material effect on the public mind.” And he was
wont on such occasions to throw the blame of its
failure on. Monsieur Fontanes, the Grand Master,
who, he said, afterwards took merit with the Bonr-
bons for having encumbered its operation in some
of its most material particulars,

Buonaparte, it must be added, st a later period,
resolved to complete his system of national educa-
tion, bya species of Corinthian capital. Heproposed
the establishment of an institution at Meudon, for
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the education of his son, the King of Rome, where
he was to be trained to the arts becoming s ruler,
in the society of other young princes of the Impe-
rial family, or the descendants of the allies of Na-
poleon. This would have been reversing the plan
of tuition imposed on Cyrus, and on Henry 1V,
who were bred up among the commeon children of
the peasants, thattheir future grandeur might not
too much or too early obscure the real views of
humen nature and character, But it is unnecess
sary to speculate on a system which pever was
doomed to be brought to experiment; only, we
may presume it was intended to teach the young
Napoleon more respect to the right of property
which his princely companions held in their toys
and playthings, than his father evinced towards the
crowns and sceptres of his brothers and allies.
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CHAPTER IV.

Military Detasls.— Plan of the Conscription——1Its Nature
— and Effects— Enforced with unspairing rigour.—Jts
* influence upon the general Character of the French Sol-
diery.— New mode of conducting Hostilities introduced
by the Revolution.— Constitution of the French Armies,
—Foreed Murches—La Marsude—Jts Noture—and
the Enemy's Co::;tfy, and on the French
oldiers themselves— Policy of Napoleon, i kis per-
sonal conduct to kis Officers and Sol’diers.—-—Ag;d
Character of the French Soldiery during, and after,
the Revolhution— Explained.

WE have shown that the course of education prac-
tised in France was so directed, as to turn the
thoughts and hopes of the youth to a military life,
and prepare them to obey the call of the conscrip-
tion. This means of recruiting the military force,
the most formidable ever established in a civilized
nation, was originally presented to the Coungil of
Five Hundred in 1798. i comprehended a series
of lists, containing the names of the whole youth of
the kingdom, from the age of twenty to twenty-five,
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and empowering government to call them out sue-
cessively, in such numbers as the exigencies of the
state should require. The classes were five in num-
ber. The first contained these who were aged twen-
ty years complete, before the commencement of the
year relative to which the conscription was demand-
ed, and the same rule applied tothe other four classes
of men, who had attained the twenty-first, twenty-
second, twenty-third, twenty-fourth, and twenty-
fifth years successively, before the same period, In
practice, however, the second class of conscripts
were not called out until the first were actually in
service, nor was it usual to demand more than the
first class in any one year. But as the first class a-
mounted to 60 or 80,000, so forcible and general a
levy presented imunense facilities to the g government,
and was proportionally burdensome to the pecple.
This law, undoubtedly, has its general principle
in the duty which every one owes to his country,
Nothing can be niore true, than that all men cap-
able of bearing arms are liable to be employed in
the defence of the state; and nothing can be more
politic, than that the obligation which is incam-
bent upon all, should be, in the first instance, im-
posed upon the youth, who are best qualified for
military service by the freshness of their age, and
whose absence from the ordinary business of the
country will occasion the least inconvenience. But
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it is obvious, that such a measure can only be vin-
dicated in defensive war, and that the conduct of
Buonaparte, who spplied the system to the con-
duct of distant offensive wars, no otherwise neces-
sary than for the satisfaction of his own ambition,
stands liable to the heavy charge of having drain-
ed the very life-blood of the people intrusted to his
charge, not for the defence of their own country,
but to extend the ravages of war to distant and
nnoffending regions.

The French conscription was yet more severely
felt by the extreme rigour of its conditions. No
distinction was made betwixt the married man,
whose absence might be the ruin of his family, and
the single member of a numerous lineage, who
could be easily spared. The son of the widow,
the child of the decrepid and helpless, had no
xight to claim an exemption. Three sons might
be carried off in three successive years from the
same desolated parents; there was no allowance
made for having already supplied a recruit. Those
unable to serve were mulcted in a charge propor-
tioned to the quots of taxes which they or their
parents contributed to the state, and which might
vary from fifty to {welve bundred francs. Sub-
stitutes might indeed be offered, but then it was
both difficult and expensive to procure them, as the
law required that such substitutes should not only
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have the usual personal qualifications for a military
life, but should be domesticated within the same
district as their principal, or come within the con-
seription of the year. Suitable persons were sure
to know their own value, and had learned so well
to profit by it, that they were not to be bribed to
serve without excessive bounties, The substitutes
also had the practice of deserting upon the road,
and thus cheated the principal, who remained an-
swerable for them till they joined their eclours,
On the whole, the difficulty of obtaining exemp-
tion by substitution was so great, that very many
young men, well educated, and of respectable fa-
milies, were torn from all their more propitious
prospects, to bear the life, discharge the duties,
and die the death, of common soldiers in a march-
ing regiment.

There was no part of Napoleon’s government
enforced with such extreme rigour as the levy of
the conseriptions. The mayor, upon whom the
duty devolved of seeing the number called for se-
lected by lot from the class to whom they belong.
ed, was compelled, under the most severe penal-
ties, to avoid showing the slightest indulgence,—
the brand, the pillory, or the galleys, awaited the
magistrate himself, if he was found to have favour-
ed any individuals on whom the law of conscrip-
tion had claims. The same laws held out the ute
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most extent of their terrors against refractory con-
scripts, and the public functionaries were every-
where in search of them. When arrested, they
were treated like convicts of the most infamous de-
scription. Clothed in a dress of.infamy, loaded
with chains, and dragging weights which were at-
tached to them, they were condemned like galley
slaves to work upon the public fortifications, Their
relations did not escape, but were ofien rendered
liable for fines and penalties.

But perhaps the most horrible part of the fate of
the conscript, was, that it was determined for life,
Two or three, even four or five years spent in mi-
litary service, might have formed a more endurable,
though certainly 2 severe tax upon humsan life, with
its natural prospects and purposes. But the con~
scription effectually and for ever changed the cha-~
racter of its victims. The youth, when he left his
father’s hearth, was aware that he was bidding it
adien, in all mortal apprehension, for ever ; and the
parents who had parted with him, young, virtupus,
and ingenuous, and with a tendency, perhaps, to
acquire the advantages of education, could only ex-
pect to see him again (should so unlikely an event
ever take place) with the habits, thoughts, man-
ners, and morals, of a private soldier.

But whatever distress was inflicted on the country
by this mode of compulsory levy, it was a weapon
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particularly qualified to serve Buonaparte’s’ pur-
poses. He succeeded to the power which it gave
the government, amongst other spoils of the Revo-
lution, and he used it to the greatest possible ex-
tent. -

The conscription, of course, comprehended re-
cruits of every kind, good, bad, and indifferent ;
but chosen as they were from the mass of the peo-
ple, without distinction, they were, upon the whole,
much superior to that description of persons among
whom volunteers for the army are usually levied in
other countries, which comprehends chiefly the des-
perate, the reckless, the profligate, and those whose
unsettled or vicious habits render them unfit for
peaceful life. The number of young men of some
education who were compelled to serve in the ranks,
gave a tone and feeling to the French army of a
very superior character, and explains why a goed
deal of intellect and power of observation was often
found amongst the private sentinels. The habits
of the nation also being strongly turned towards
war, the French formed, upon the whole, the most
orderly, most obedient, most easily commanded,
and best regulated troops, that ever took the field
in any age or country. In the long and protract.
ed struggle of battle, their fiery courage might
sometimes be exhausted before that of the deter-
mined British; but in all that respects the science,
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practice, and usages of war, the French are gene-
rally aliowed to have excelled their more stubborn,

but less ingenions rivals. They excelled especial-
ly in the art of shifting for themselves ; and it was
one in which the wars of Napoleon required them
to be peculiarly adroit.

The French Revolution first introduced into Eus
rope & mode of conducting hostilities, which trans-
ferred almost the whole burthen of the war to the
country which had the ill-fortune to be the seat of
its operations, and rendered it a resource rather
than a drain to the successful belligerent. 'This
we shall presently explain.

At the commencement of a campaiga, nothing
could be so complete as the arrangement of a French
army. It was formed into large bodies, called corps
& armées, each commanded by a king, viceroy, mare«
schal, or general officer of high pretensions, founded
on former services. Each corps d'armée formed a
complete army within itself, and had its allotted
proportion of cavalry, infantry, artillery, and troops
of every description. The corps d’armée consisted
of from six to ten divisions, each commended by 2
general of division. The divisions, again, were sub-
divided into brigades, of which each, comprehend-
ing two or three regiments, (consisting of two or
more battalions,) was commanded by s general of
brigade. A corps d'armée might vary in number
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from fifty to eighty thousand men, and upwards;
and the general of such a body exercised the full
military authority over it, without the control of any
one excepting the Emperor himself. There were
very few instances of the Emperor’s putting the
officers who were capable of this high charge un-
der command of each other; indeed so very few,
as might almoet imply some doobt on his part, of
his commends to this effect being obeyed, had
they been issued. 'This system of dividing his col-
lected forces into separate and rearly independent
armies, the generals of which were each intrusted
with and responsible for his execution of some se-
parate portion of an immense combined plan, gave
great celerity and efficacy to the French movements;
and, supezintended es it was by the master spirit
which planned the campaign, often contributed to
the most brilliant results. But whenever it be-
came necessary to combine two corps d’armée in
one operation, it required the personal presence of
Napoleon- himself.

Thus organized, the French army was poured
into some foreign country by forced marches, with-
out any previous arrangement of stores or maga~
zines for their maintenance, and with the purpose
of maintaining them solely at the expense of the
inhabitants. Buonaparte was exercised in this sys-
tem; and the combination of great masses, by
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means of such forced marches, was one great prin.
ciple of his tactics. This species of war was car-
ried on at the least possible expense of maney to
his treasury; but it was necessarily at the greatest
possible expenditure of human life, and the incal-
culable increase of human misery. Napoleon’s
usual object was to surprise the enemy by the ra-
pidity of his marches, defeat him in some great
battle, and then seize upon his capital, levy con-
tributions, make & peace with such advantages as
he could obtain, and finally return to Paris.

In these dazzling campaigns, the armyusually be-
gantheir marchwith provisions, that is, bread or bis-
cuit, for a certain number of days, on the soldiers’
backs. Cattle also were for a time driven along with
them, and slaughtered aswanted. Thesearticleswere
usually provided from some large town or populous
district, inwhich the troops mighthave been canton-
ed. The horses of the cavalry were likewise loaded
withforage, for the consumption of twoor threedays.
Thus provided, the army set forward on its expedi~
tion by forced marches, In a very short time the sol-
diers became impatient of their burdens, and either
wasted them by prodigal consumption, or actually
threw them away. It was then that the officers, who
soonentertained just apprehensions of the troops suf-
fering scarcity before another regular issue of provi-
sions, gave authority to secure supplies by what was
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called ia maraude, in other words, by plunder, To
ensure that these forced supplies should be collected
and distributed systematically, a certain number of
soldiers from each company were despatched to ob-
tain provisions at the villages and farm-houses in
the neighbourhood of the march, or of the ground
upon which the army was encamped. These soldiers
were authorized to compel the inhabitants to deliver
their‘provisions without receipt or payment; and
such being their regular duty, it may be well sup-
posed that they did not confine themselves to pro-
visions, but exacted money and articles of value,
nnd committed many other similar abuses.

It must be owned, that the intellectual character
of the French, and the good-nature which is the
real ground of their national character, rendered
their conduct more endurable under the evils of
this system than could have been expected, provid-
ed always that provisions were plenty, and the
country populons. A sort of order was then ob-
served, even in the disorder of the maraude, and
pains were taken to divide regularly the provisions
thus irregularly obtained. The general temper of
the soldiery, when unprovoked by resistance, made
them not wholly barbarous; and their original
good discipline, the education which many had re-
ceived, with the habits of docility which all had
acquived, prevented them from breaking up into
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bands of absolute banditti, and destroying them-
selves by their own irregularities. No troops ex-
cept the French could have subsisted in the same
manner; forno other army is sufficiently under the
command of its officers.

But the most hideous features of this system were
shown when the army marchell through a thin-
ly-peopled country, or when the national charac-
ter, and perhaps local facilities, encouraged the
natives and peasants to offer resistance. Then
the soldiers became animated alike by the scarci-
ty of provisions, and irritated at the danger which
they sometimes incurred in collecting them. As
their hardships increased, their temper became re-
lentless and reckless, and, besides indulging in
every other species of violence, they increased their
own distresses by destroying what they could not
use. Famine and sickness were not long of visit-
ing an army, which traversed by forced marches
a country exhausted of provisions, These stern
attendants followed the French columns as they
struggled on. Without hospitals, and without
magazines, every straggler who could not regain
his ranks fell a victim to hunger, to weather, to
weariness, to the vengeance of an incensed pea-
santry. In this manner, the French army suffered
woes, which, till these tremendous wars, had never
been the lot of troops in hostilities carried on be-
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tween civilized nations. Still Buonaparte’s obyect
was gained ; he attained, amid these losses and sa-
crifices, and at the expense of them, the point which
he had desired; displayed his masses to the terri-
fied eyes of & surprised enemy; reaped the reward
of his despatch in & general victory, and furnished
new subjects of triumph to the Moniteur. So much
did he rely upon the celerity of movement, that if
an officer asked time to execute any of his com-
mands, it was frequently his remarkable answer,—
¢ Ask me for any thing except time.” That cele-
rity depended on the uncompromising system of
forced marches, without established magazines ; and
we have described how wasteful it must hgye been
to human life. But when the battle was over, the
dead were at rest, and counld not complain; the
living were victors, and soon forgot their saffer-
ings; and the loss of the recruits who had been
wasted in the campaign, was supplied by another
draught upon the youth of France, in the usual
forms of the conscription.

- Buonaparte observed, with respect to his army,
an adroit species of policy. His mareschals, his ge-
nerals, his officers of high rank, were liberally ho-
noured and rewarded by him; but he never treated
them with personal familiarity. The forms of eti-
quette were, upon all occasions, strictly maintained.
Perhaps he was of opinion that the original equality

YOL. VI H



114 LIFE OF

in which they had stood with regard to each other,
would have been too strongly recalled by a more
familiar mode of intercourse. But to the common
soldier, who could not misconstrue or intrude upon
his familiarity, Buonaparte observed a different line
of conduct. He permitted himself to be addressed
by them on all suitable occasions, and paid strict
attention to their petitions, complaints, and even
their remonstrances. What they complained of was,
in all instances, inquired into and reformed, if the
complainis were just. After a battle, he was ac-
customed o consult the regiments which had dis-
tinguished themselves, concerning the merits of
those who had deserved the Legion of Honour, or
other military distinction. In these moments of
conscious importance, the sufferings of the whole
campaign were forgotten; and Napoleon seemed,
to the soldiery who surrounded him, not as the
embitious man who had dragged them from their
homes, to waste their valour in foreign fields, and
had purchased victory at the expense of subjecting
them to every privation, but as the father of the
war, to whom his soldiers were es children, and to
whom the honour of the meanest private was as
dear as his own.

Every attention was paid, to do justice to the
claims of the soldier, and pravide for his prefer-
ment as it was merited. But with all this encou-
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ragement, it was the remark of Buonaparte him-
self, that the army no longer produced, under the
LEmpire, such distinguished soldiers as Pichegru,
Kleber, Morean, Massena, Dessaix, Hoche, and he
himself above all, who, starting from the ranks of
obscurity, like runners to a race, had astonished
the world by their progress, These men of the
highest genius, had been produced, as Buonaparte
thought, in and by the fervour of the Revelution ;
and he appears to have been of opinion, that, since
things had returned more and more into the ordi-
nary and restricted bounds of civil society, men of
the same high class were nolonger created. There
is, however, some fallacy in this statement. Times
of revolution do not create great men, but revolu-
tions usually take place in periods of society when
great principles have been under discussion, and
the views of the young and of the vld have been
turned, by the complexion of the times, towards
matters of grand and serious consideration, which
elevate the character and raise the ambition, When
the collision of mutusl violence, the explosion of
the revolution itself actnally breaks out, it neither
does nor can ereate talent of any kind. But it brings
forth, (and in general destroys,)in the course of
its progress, all the talent which the predisposition
to discussion of public affairs had already encou-
raged and fostered ; and when that talent has pe-
H 2
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rished, it cannot be replaced from a race educated
amidst the furies of civil war. The abilities of the
Long Pearliarent ceased to be seen under the Com-
monwealth, and the same is true of the French Con-
vention, and the Empire which succeeded it. Re-
volutivn is like a conflagration, which throws tem-
porary light epon the ornaments and architecture
of the house to which it attaches, but always ends
by destroying them.

It is said alse, probably with less authority, that
Napoleon, even when surrounded by those Impe-
rial Guards, whose discipline had been so sedulous-
ly carried to the highest pitch, sometimes regretted
the want of the old Revolutionary soldiers, whose
war-cry, * Vive la Republique!” identified each
individual with the cause which he maintained.
Napoleon, however, had no canse to regret any
circumstance whioh refersed to his military power.
It was slready far too great, and had destroyed
the proper scale of government in France, by giv-
ing the military a decided superiority over all men
of civil professions, while he himself, with the habits
wnd reasoning of 8 despotic general, had assum-
ed an almost unlimited authority over the fairest
part of Europe. Over foreign countries, the mi~
litary renown of France streamed like a comet, in-
spiring universal dread and distrust; and, whilst
it rendered indispensable similar preparations for
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resistance, it seemed as if peace had departed from
the earth for ever, and that its destinies were here~
after to be disposed of according to the laws of
brutal force alone.
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CHAPTER V.

Eiffects of the Peace of Tilsit.— Napoleon's views of a State
of Peace— Contrasted with those of England.— The
Cbnumml System— Its Nature—and Effects.~Ber-
Iin ;nd Milan, Decrees— Brifish Orders t:{; gowml.
—_ — of the Relations ¢ ouniry
wnﬁmf‘mmm Revalutwu.—Godoyf —His In-
Character —and Political Views,— Ferdi-
nand, Prince of Asturias, applies to Napoleon for aid.
Affuirs of Portugal— T'reaty of Fontainbleay.—De-
parture of the Prince Regent for Brogil—Entrance of
Junot into LisbonBis unbounded Rapacity—Dis-
mmh‘at ﬁjihfadnd.-—ﬁ'erdtmxd demg in (,? Plot
against his Father, and imprisoned.— King Charles
applies tv Nupoleon.— Wily Policy of Buonaparte—
Orders the French Army to enter Spain.

TrE peace of Tilsit had been of that character,
which, while it settled the points of dispute between
tworival monarchies,whohad found thernselves hard-
ly matched in the conflict to which it put a period,
left both at liberty to use towsrds the nations more
immediately under the influence of either, suchade-
gree of discretion as their power enabled them to
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exercise. Such was Napoleon’s ides of pacifica-
tion, which amounted to this :—* I will work my
own pleasure with the countries over which my
power gives me not indeed the right, but the au-
thority and power; 2ud you, my ally, shall, in re-
compense, do what suits you in the territories of
other states adjoining to you, but over which [ have
no such immediate influence.

This was the explanation which he put upon the
treaty of Amiens, and this was the species of peace
which long afterwards he regretted had not been
concluded with England. His regrets on that point
were expressed at a very late period, in language
which is perfectly intelligible, Speaking of France
and England, he said, ¢ We have done each ather
infinite harm —we might have rendered each other
infinite service by mutual good understanding, 1f
the school of Fox had succeeded, we would have
understoed each other—there would ooly have
been in Europe one army and one fleet—we would
have governed the world —we would have fized re-
pose and prosperity everywhere, either by force or
by persuasion. Yes—-] repeat how much good we
might have done—how much evil we have actually
done to each other. ”

Now the fundamental principle of such a pacifi-
cation, which Buonaparte seems to the very last to
have considered as the mutusl basis of common in-
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terest, was such as could not, ought not, nay, dar-
ed not, have been adopted by any ministry which
England could have chosen, so long as she pos-
sessed & free Parliament. Her principle of pacifi-
cation must have been one that ascertained the in-
dependence of other powers, not which permitted
her own aggressions, and gave way to those of
France. Her wealth, strength, and happiness, do,
and must always, consist in the national independ-
ence of the states upon the contment. She could
not, either with conscience or safety, make peace
with & usurping conqueror, on the footing that she
herself was to become a usurper in her turn. She
has no desire or interest to blot out other nations
from the map of Xurope, in order that no names
may remain save those of Britain and France; nor
is she interested in depriving other states of their
flects, or of their armies. Her statesmen must dig.
claim the idea of governing the world, or a moiety
of the world, and of making other nations either
happy or unhappy by force of arms. The conduct
of England in 1814 and in 1815, evinced this ho-
nest and honourable policy; since, yielding much
to others, she conld not be accused of being herself
influenced by any views to extend her owndominion,
in the general confusion and blending which arose
out of the downfall of the external power of France,
That, however, is a subject for another place.
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In the meanwhile, France, who, with Russia, had
arranged & treaty of pacification on a very different
basis, was now busied in gathering in the advantages
which she expected to derive fromit. In doing so,
it seems to have been Buonaparte’s principal object
s0 to consolidate and enforce what he called his Con-~
tinental System, as ultimatelyto root out and destroy
the remsining precarious communications, which
England, by her external commerce, continued to
maintain with the nations of the continent.

To atiain this grand object, the treaty of Tilsit
and its consequences had given him great facilities.
France was his own—Holland was under the do-
minion, nominally, of his brother Louis, but in 2
great measure at his devotion. His brother Je-
rome was established in the kingdom of Westpha-
lis. It followed, therefare, in the course of his
brother’s policy, that he was to form an alliance
worthy of his new rank. It has been already no-
ticed that he had abandoned, by his brother’s com-
mzad, Elizabeth Paterson, danghter of a respect-
able gentleman of Baltimore, whom he had max-
ried in 1808, He was now married at the Tuille-
ries to Frederica Catherine, daughter of the King
of Wirtemberg,

Prussia, and all the once free ports of the Han-
seatic League, were closed against English com-
merce, so far as absolute military power could el-
fect that purpose. Russia was not so tractable in



122 LIFE QF

that important matter as the terms of the treaty of
Tilsit, and Napoleon’s secret engagements with the
Czar, had ied him to hope. But Alexander was
too powerful to be absolutely dictated to in the en-
forvement of this anti-commercial system ; and, in-
deed, the peculiar state of the Russian nation might
have rendered it perilous to the Czar to enforce the
non-intercourse to the extent which Napoleon would
have wished. The Jarge, bulky, and heavy com-
modities of Russia,—hemp and iron, and timber
and wax, and pitch and naval stores—that pro-
duce upon which the Boyards of the empire chief-
1y depended for their revenue, would not bear the
expense of transportation by land; and England,
in full and exclusive command of the sea, was her
only, and at the same time her willing customer.
Under various elusory devices, therefore, ‘England
continued to purchase Russian commodiiies, and
pay for them in her own manufictures, in spite
of the decrees of the French Emperor, and in de-
fiance of the ukases of the Czar himself; and to
this Buonaparte was compelled to seem blind, as
what his Russian ally could not, or would not, put
an end to.

The strangest struggle ever witnessed in the ci-
vilized world began now to be maintained, betwixt
Britain and those countries who felt the importa-
tion of British goods as a subject not only of con-
venience, but of vital importance, on the one hand,
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and France on the other; whose ruler was deter-
mined, that on no account should Britain either
maintain intercourse with the continent, or derive
the inherent advantages of a free trade. The de-~
crees of Berlin were reinforced by others of the
French Emperor, yet more peremptory and more
vexstious. By these, and particularly by one pro-
mulgated at Milan, 17th December 1807, Napo-
Jeon declared Britainin a state of blockade —all na~
tions whatever were prohibited mot only to trade
with her, but to deal in any articles of British ma«
nufactures. Agents were named in every sea~port
and trading town on the part of Buonaparte, There
was an ordinance that no ship should be admitted
into any of the ports of the continent without certi-
ficates, as they were called, of origin; the purpose
of which was to show that no part of their cargo
was of British produce. These regulations were
met by others on the part of Britain, called the Or-
ders in Council. They permitted all nentrals to
trade with conntries at peace with Great Britain,
providing they touched at a British port, and paid
the British duties. Neutrals were thus placed ina
most undesirable predicament betwixt the two great
contending powers. If they neglected the British
Orders in Council, they were captured by the cruiz~
ers of England, with which the sea was covered. If
they paid duties at British ports, they were confis-
cated, if the fact could be discovered, on arrival at
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any port under French influence. This led to every
species of deception by which the real character
of the mercantile transaction could be disguised.
False papers, false entries, false registers, were
everywhere produced; and such were the profits
attending the trade, that the most trusty and trust-
ed agents of Buonaparte, men of the highest rank
in his empire, were found willing to wink at this
contraband commerce, and obtained great sums for
doing so. All along the sea-coast of Europe, this
struggle was keenly maintained betwixt the most
powerful individual the world ever saw, and the
wants and wishes of the society which he control-
led ~wants and wishes not the less eagerly enter-
tained, that they were directed towards luxuries
and superfluities.

But it was chiefly the Spanish peninsula, in
which the dominion of its ancient and naturel
princes still nominally survived, which gave an
extended vent to the objects of British commerce.
Buonaparte, indeed, had a large share of its pro-
fits, since Portugal, in particular, paid him great
sums to connive at her trade with England. But
at last the weskness of Portugal, and the total
disunion of the Royal Family in Spain, suggest-
ed to Napoleon the thoughts of appropristing to
his own family, or rather to himself, that noble por-
tion of the coutinent of Enrope. Hence arose the
Spasish contest, of which he afierwards said in bit-
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terness, “ That wretched war was my ruin—It divi-
ded my forces—multiplied the necessity of my efforts,
and injured my character for morality.” But could
he expect better results from a usurpation, executed
under circumstances of treachery perfectly nhexam-
pled in the history of Europe? Before entering,
however, upon this new and most important era of
Napoleon’s history, it is necessary hastily to resume
some account of the previous relations between
France and the Peninsula since the Revolution,
Manuel de Godoy, a favourite of Charles 1V. and
the paramour of his profligate Queen, was at this
time the uncontrolled minister of Spain. He bore
the title of Prince of the Peace, or of Peace, as it
was termed for brevity’s sake, on account of his hav-
ing completed the pacification of Basle, which clo-
sed the revolutionary war betwixt Spain and France,
By the subsequent treaty of Saint Hdephonso, he
had established an alliance, offensive and defensive,
betwixt the twe countries, in consequence of which
Spain had taken from time to time, without hesita-
tion, every step which Buonaparte’s interested policy
recommended. But notwithstanding this subseryi-
ence to the pleasure of the French ruler, Godoy
seems in secret to have novrished hopes of getting
free of the French yoke; and at the very period when
the Prussian war broke out, withoot any necessity
which could be discovered, he suddenly called the
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Spanish forces to arms, addressing to them a pro-
clamation of a boastful, and, at the same time, a mys-
terious character, indicating that the country was in
danger, and that some great exertion was expected
from the Spanish armies in her behalf. Buonaparte
received this proclamation on the field of battle at
Jena, and is said to have sworn vengeance against
Spain, The news of that great victory soon altered
Godoy’smilitaryattitude, and the minister could find
nobetter excuse for ity than to pretend that he had
armed againstan apprebended invasion of the Moors.
Napoleon permitted the circumstance to remain un-
explained, It had made him aware of Godoy’s pri-
vate sentiments in respect to himself and to France,
if he had before doubted them; and though passed
over without farther notice, this hasty armament of
1866 was assuredly not dismissed from his thoughts.

In the state of abasement under which they felt
their government and royal family to have fallen,
the hopes and affections of the Spaniards were natu-
rally turned on the heir-apparent, whose succession
to the crown they looked forward to as a signal for
better things, and who was well understood to be at
open varianee with the all-powerful Godoy. The
Prince of the Asturias, however, does not seem
to have possessed any portion of that old heroic
pride, and loveof independence, which ought to have
marked the future King of Spain, He was not re-
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volted at the sway which Buonaparte held in Ea-
rope and in Spain, and far from desiring to get rid
of the French influence, he endeavoured to secure
Buonaparte’s favour for his own partial views, by
an offer to connect his own interest in an indissola-
ble manner with those of Napoleon and his dy-
nasty. Assisted by some of the grandees, who
were most especially tired of Godoy and his ad-
ministration, the Prince wrote Buonaparte a secret
letter, expressing the highest esteem for his person ;
intimating the condition to which his father, whose
too great goodness of disposition had been misguid-
ed by wicked counsellors, had reduced the Hourish-
ing kingdom of Spain; requesting the counsels and
support of the Emperor Napoleon, to detect the
schemes of those perfidious men; and entreating,
that, as a pledge of the paternal protection which
he solicited, the Emperor would grant him the
honour of allying him with one of hig relations.

In this manner the heir-apparent of Spain threw
himself inte the arms, or, more properly, at the feet
of Napoleon; but he did not meet the reception he
had hoped for. Buonaparte was at this time enga-
ged in negotiations with Charles IV., and with that
very Godoy whom it was the object of the Prince to
remove or ruin; and as they could second his views
with all the remaining forces of Spain, while Prince
Ferdinand was in possession of no actual power or
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anthority, the former were for the time preferable
sllies. The Prince’s offer, as what might be useful
on some future occasion, was for the present neither
accepted nor refused. Napoleon was altogether
silent. The fate of the Royal Family was thus in
the hands of the Stranger, Their fale was probably
already determined. But before expelling the Bour-
bons from Spain, Napoleon judged it most politic
to use their forces in snbduing Portugal.

The flower of the Spanish ermy, consisting of
sixteen thousand men, under the Marquis dela
Romana, had been marched into the north of Eu-
rope, under the characier of auxiliaries of France,
Another detachment had been sent to Tuscany,
commanded by O’Farrel. So far the kingdom was
weakened by the sbsence of her own best troops ;
the conquest of Portugal was to be made a pretext
for introducing the French army to dictate to the
whole Peninsula.

Portugal was under a singularly weak govern-
ment. Her army was ruined; the soul and spirit
of her nobility was lost; her sole hope for continu-
ing in existence, under the name of an indepen-
.dent kingdom, rested in her power of purchasing
the clemency of France, and some belief that Spain
would not permit her own territories to be violated
for the sake of annihilating an unoffending neigh-
bour and ally.



NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 129

Shortiy after the treaty of Tilsit, the Prince Re-
geat of Portugal was required, by France and Spain
jointly, to shut his ports against the English, to con«
fiscate the property of Britain, and to arrest the per-
sons of her subjects wherever they could be found
within his dominions. The Prince reluctantly ac-
ceded to the first part of this proposal ; the last he
peremptorily refused, as calling upon him at once
to vielate the faith of treaties and the rights of hos-
pitality. And the British merchants received inti-
mation, that it would be wisdom to close their com-
mercial concerns, and retire from a country which
had no longer the means of protecting them.

In the meantime, a singular treaty was signed at
Fontainblean, for the partition of the ancient king-
dom of Portugal. By this agreement, a reguiar
plan was laid for invading Portugal with ¥French and
Spanish armies, accomplishing the conquest of the
country, and dividing it into three parts. The pro-
vince of Entre Minko y Douro, with the town of
Oporto, was to belong to the King of Etruria (who
was to cede his Italian dominions to Napoleon), with
the title of King of Northern Lusitania; another
portion, consisting of Alenteyo and the Algarves,
wils to be given in sovereigaty to Godoy, with the
title of Prince of the Algarves; and a third was to
remain in sequestration till the end of the war, By
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the treaty of Fontainbleau, Napoleon obtained two
important advantages; the first, that Portugal shounld
be conquered ; the second, that & great part of the
Spanish troops should be employed on the expedi-
tion, and their native country thus deprived of their
assistance. It is impossible to believe that he ever
intended Godoy, or the King of Etruria, should
gain any thing by the stipulations in their behalf,

Junot, one of the most grasping, extravagant,
and profligate of the French generals, a man whom
Buonaparte himself has stigmatized as a monster
of rapacity, was appointed to march upon Lisbon,
and intrusted with the charge of reconciling to the
yoke of the invaders, a nation who had neither pro-
voked war, nor attempted resistance.

Two additional armies, consisting partlyof French
and partly of Spaniards, supported the attack of
Junot. A French army, amounting to 40,000 men,
was formed at Bayonne, in terms of the treaty of
Fontainblean, destined, it was pretended, to zet as
an army of reserve, in case the English should land
troops for the defence of Portugal, but which, it
bad been stipulated, was on mo account to enter
Spain, unless such a crisis should demand their pre-
sence. It will presently appear what was the true
purpose of this army of reserve, and under what
circumstances it was reslly intended to enter the
Spanish territory.
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Meantime Junot advaneed upon Lisbon with such
extraordinary forced marches, ag very much disloca-
ted and exhausted his army. But this was of the
less consequence, because, aware that he could not
make an effectual resistance, the Prince Regent
bad determined that he would not, by an ineffec-
teal show of defence, give the invaders a pretext
to treat Portugal like a conquered country. He
resolved at this late hour to comply even with the
last and harshest of the terms dictated by France
and Spain, by putting the restraint of a register on
British subjeets and British property; but he had
purposely delayed compliance, till little was left
that could be affected by the measure. The Bri-
tish Factory, so long domiciliated at Lisbon, had
left the Tagus on the 18th of October, amid the
universal regret of the inhabitants. The British
resident minister, Lord Strangford, although feel-
ing compassion for the force under which the Prince
Regent acted, was, nevertheless, under the neces-
sity of considering these unfriendly steps as a de-
claration against England. He took down the Bri-
tish arms, departed from Lisbon accordingly, and
went on board Sir Sidney Smith’s squadron, then
lying off the Tagus. The Marquis of Marialva was
then sent as an ambassador extraordinary, to state
to the courts of France and Spain, that the Prince
Regent had eomplied with the whole of their de-

12
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mands, and to request that the march of their forces
upon Lisbon should be countermanded.

Junot and his army had by this time crossed the
frontiers of Portugal, entering, he said, as the
friends, allies, and protectors of the Portuguese,
come to save Lisbon from the fate of Copenhagen,
and relieve the inhabitants from the yoke of the
maritime tyrants of Europe. He promised the ut-
most good discipline on the part of his troops,
while, at the same time, the constant plunder and
exactions of the French were embittered by wanton
scorn and acts of sacrilege, which, to a religious
people, seemed peculiarly horrible. Nothing, how-
ever, retarded the celerity of his march ; for he was
well aware that it was his master’s most anxions
wish to seize the persons of the Portugese Royal
Family, and especially that of the Prince Regent.

But the Prince, although his general disposition
was gentle and compromising, had, on this occasion,
impressions not unworthy of the heir of Braganza,
He had determined that he would not kiss the dust
at the feet of the invader, or be made captive to en-
hance his triumph. The kingdom of Portugal had
spacions realms beyond the Atlantic, in which its
royal family might seek refuge. The British am-
bassador offered every facility which her squadron
could afford, and, as is now known, granted the gua-~
rantee of Great Britain, that she would acknowledge
no government which the invaders might establish in
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Portugal, to the prejudice of the house of Braganzs.
The Prince Regent, with the whele royal family,
embarked on board the Portuguese vessels of the
line, hastily rigged out as they were, and indiffer-
ently prepared for sea; and thus afforded modern
Europe, for the first time, an example of that spe-
cies of emigration, frequent in ancient days, when
kings and princes, expelied from their native seats
by the strong arm of violence, went to seek new
establishments in distant countries. The royal
family embarked * amid the tears, cries, and bless-
ings of the people, from the very spot whence Vasco
de Gama loosened his sails, to discover for Portu-
gal new realms in the East. The weather was as
gloomy as were the actors and spectators of this
affecting scene; and the firmness of the Prince
Regent was applauded by the nation which he was
leaving, aware that his longer presence might have
exposed himself to insult, but could have had no
effect in ameliorating their own fate.

Junot, within a day’s march of Lisbon, was al-
most frantic with rage when he heard this news.
He well knew how much the escape of the Prince,
and the resolution he had formed, wounld diminish
the lustre of his his own success in the eyes of his
master. Once possessed of the Prince Regent’s
person, Buonaparte had hoped to get him to cede

+ 2%7th November 1607,
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possession of the Brazils; apd transmarine ac-
quisitions had for Napoleon all the merit of novel-
ty. ‘The empire of the House of Braganza in the
new world, was now effectually beyond his reach;
and his general, thus far unsaccessful, might have
some reason to dread the excess of his master's
disappointment.

Upon the first of December, exhausted with their
forced marches, and sufficiently miserable in equip-
ment and sppearance, the French vanguard ap-
proached the city, aud their general might see the
retreating sails of the vessels which deprived him of
g0 fair a portion of his prize. Junot, however, was
soon led to resume confidence in his own merits.
He had been connected with Buonaparte ever since
the commencement of his fortunes, which he had
faithfully followed. Such qualifications, and his
haviog married a lady named Comnene, who affirm-
ed herselfl to be descended from the blood of the
Greek emperors, was sufficient, he thought, to en-
title him to expect the vacant throne of Lisbon from
the hand of his master. In the meantime, he acted
asif already in possessionof supreme power, Hetook
possession of the house belonging to the richest mer-
chant in the city, and although he received twelve
hundred crusadces a month for his table, he com-
pelled his landlord to be at the whole expense of
his establishment, which was placed on the most ex-
travagant scale of splendour. His inferior officers
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took the hint, nor were the soldiers slow in follow-
ing the example. The extortions and rapacity prac-
tised in Lisbon seemed to leave all former excesses
of the French army far behind. This led to quarrels
betwixt the French and the natives; blood was
shed ; public executions took place, and the inva.
ders, proceeding to reduce and disband the rem-
nant of the Portuguese army, showed their posi-
tive intention to retain the kingdom under their
own exclusive authority.

This purpose was at last intimated by an official
document or proclamation, issued by Junot under
Buonaperie’s orders, It declared, that, by leaving
his kingdom, the Prince of Brazl had in fact ab-
dicated the sovereignty, and that Portugel, having
become a part of the dominions of Napoleon, should,
for the present, be governed by the French-Gene-
ral-in-chief, in name of the Emperor. The French
flag was accordingly displayed, the arms of Portu-
gal everywhere removed. The property of the
Prince Regent, and of all who had followed him,
was sequestrated, with a reserve in favour of those
who should return before the 15th day of Febru-
aty, the proclamation being published upon the
first day of that month. The next demand wpon
the unhappy country, was for a contribution of forty
millions of crusadoes, or four millions and a half
Sterling ; which, laid upon a population of some-
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thing less than three millions, came to about thirty
shillings a head ; while the share of the immense
numbers who could pay nothing, fell upon the up-
per and middling ranks, who had still some pro-
perty remaining, There was not specie enough in
the country to answer the demand; but plate,
valuables, British goods, and colonial produce,
were received instead of money. Some of the
French officers turned jobbers in these last arti-
cles, sending them off to Paris, where they were
sold to advantage, Some became money- brokers,
and bought up paper-money at a discount—sao little
does the profession of arms retain of its disinterest-
ed and gallant character, when its professors be-
come habituated and accustomed depredators.

The proclamation of 2d February, vesting the
government of Portugel in General Junot, as the
representative of the French Empire, seemed en-
tirely to abrogate the treaty of Fontainbleau, and
in fact reslly did so, except as to such articles in
favour of Napoleon, as he himself chose should re-
main in force. As for the imaginary princedom of
Algerves, with which Godoy was to have been in-
vested, no more was ever said or thought about it;
nor was he in any condition to assert his claim to
it, however formal the stipulation.

Whilethe French were taking possession of Por-
togal, one of those scandalous scenes took place in
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the royal family at Madrid, which are often found
to precede the fall of a shaken throne,

We have already mentioned the discontent of
the Prince of Asturias with his father, or rather his
father’s minister. We have mentioned that he had
desired to ally himself with the family of Brona-
parte, in order to secure his protection, but that the
Emperor of France had given no direct encoun-
ragement to his suit. Still, a considerable party,
headed by the Duke del Infantado, and the Canon
Escoiquiz, who had been the Prince’s tutor, rely-
ing upon the general popularity of Ferdinand, seem
to have undertaken some cabal, having for its ob-
ject probably the deposition of the old King and the
removal of Godoy. The plot was discovered ; the
person of the Prince was secured, and Charles made
a clamaious appeal to the justice of Napoleon, and
to_she opinion of the world. He stated that the
purpose of the conspirators had been aimed at his
life, and that of Bis faithful minister ; and produced,
in support of this unnatural charge, two letters from
Ferdinand, addressed to his parents, in which he
acknowledges (in general terms) having failed in
duty to his father and sovereign, and says  that he
has denounced his advisers, professes repentance,
and craves pardon.” The reality of this affair is
not easily penetrated. That there had been a con-
spiracy, is more than probable; the intended par-
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ricide was probably an aggravation, of which so
weak a man as Charles IV, might be easily con-
vinced by the arts of his wife and her paramour.

So standing matters in that distracted house, both
father and son appealed w Buonaparte as the au-
gust friend and ally of Spain, and the natoral um-
pire of the disputes in its royal family. Bui Na-
poleon nourished views which could not be served
by giving either party an effectual victory over the
other. He cansed his ambassador, Beauharnois,
to intercede in favour of the Prince of Asturias.
Charles IV. and his minister were alarmed and
troubled at finding his powerful ally take interest,
even to this extent, in behalf of his disobedient son.
They permitted themselves to allude to the private
letter from the Prince of Astarias to Napoleon, and
to express a hope that the Great Emperor would
not permit a rebellious son to shelter himself by an
alliance with his Imperial family, The touching
this chord was what Buonaparte desired. It gave
him a pretext to assume a haoghty, distant, and
offended aspect towards the reigning King, who
had dared to suspect him of bad faith, and had
mentioned with less than due consideration the
name of a lady of the Imperial bouse.

Godoy was terrified at the iaterpretation put
upon the remonstrances made by himself and his
master, by the awful arbiter of their destiny. Iz-
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quierdo, the Spanish ambassador, was directed to
renew his applications to the Emperor, for the es-
pecial purpose of assuring him that 2 match with
his family would be in the highest degree accept-
able to the King of Spain. Charles wrote with his
own hand to the same purpose. But it was Na-
poleon’s policy to appear haughty, distant, indif-
ferent, and offended ; and to teach the contending
father and son, who both looked to him as their
judge, the painful feelings of mutual suspense. In
the mean time, a new levy of the conseription put
into his hands a fresh army; and forty thousand
men were stationed at Bayonne, to add weight to
his mediation in the affairs of Spain.

About this period, he did not hesitate to avow
to the ablest of his counsellors, Talleyrand and
Fouché, the resolution he had formed, that the
Spanish race of the House of Bourbon should cease
to reign. His plan was opposed by these sagacious
statesmen, and the opposition on the part of Talley-
rand is represented to have been obstinate. Ata
later period, Napoleon found it more advantageous
to load Talleyrand with the charge of being his ad-
viser in the war with Spain, as well as in the tragedy
of the Duc ’Enghien. In Fouché’s Memoirs, there
is an interesting account of his conversation with
the Emperor on that occasion, of which we see room
fully to credit the anthenticity. It places before us,
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in a striking point of view, arguments for and a-
gainst this extraordinary and decisive measure.
4 Let Portugal take her fate,” said Fouché, “ she
is, in fact, little else than an English colony. But
that King of Spain has given you no reason to com-
plain of him ; he has been the humblest of your pre-
fects. Besides, take heed you are not deceived in
the disposition of the Spaniards. You have o party
amongst them now, because they look on you as a
great and powerful potentate, a prince, and an ally.
But you ought to be aware that the Spanish peo-
ple possess no part of the German phlegm. They
are attached to their laws; their government; their
ancient customs. It would be an error to judge
of the national character by that of the higher
classes, which are there, as elsewhere, corrupted,
and indifferent to their country. Once more, take
heed yon do not convert, by such an act of aggres-
sion, a submissive and useful tributary kingdom,
into a second La Vendée.”

Buonaparte answered these prophetic remarks, by
observations on the contemptible character of the
Spanish government, the imbecility of the King, and
the worthless character of the minister; the com-
mon people, who might be influenced to oppose him
by the monks, would be dispersed, he said, by one
volley of cannon, ¢ The stake I play for is im-
mense~1 will continue in my own dynasty the fa-
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mily system of the Bourbons, and unite Spain for
ever to the destinies of France. Remember that
the sun never sets on the immense Empire of
Charles V.”

Fouché urged another doubt; whether, if the
flames of opposition should grow violent in Spain,
Russia might not be encouraged to resume her
connexion with England, and thus place the em-
pire of Napoleon betwixt two fires? This suspi-
cion Buonaparte ridiculed as that of a minister of
police, whose habits taught him to doubt the very
existence of sincerity. The Emperor of Russiu, he
said, was completely won over, and sincerely at-
tached to him. Thus, warned in vain of the wrath
and evil to come, Napoleon persisted in his pur-
pose.

But, ere yet he pounced upon the tempting prey,
in which form Spain presented herself to his eyes,
Napoleon made a hurried expedition to Italy. This
Jjourney had several motives. One was, to interrupt
his communications with the royal family of Spain,
in order to avoid being pressed to explain the pre-
cise nature of his pretensions, until he was prepar-
ed to support them by open force. Another was,
to secure the utmost personal advantage which
could be extracted from the treaty of Fontainbleau,
before he threw that document aside like waste
paper; it being his purpose that it should remain
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such, in so far as its stipulations were in behalf of
any others than himself. Under pretext of this
treaty, he expelled from Tuscany, or Etruria, as it
was now called, the widowed Queen of that terri-
tory. She now, for the first time, learned, that by
an agreement to whick she was no pariy, she was
to be dispossessed of her own original dominions,
as well as of those which Napoleon himself had
guaranteed to her, and was informed that she wes
to receive a compensation in Portugal. This in-
creased her affliction. % She did not desire,” she
said, “ 1o share the spoils of any one, much more
of a sister and a friend. ” Upon arriving in Spain,
and baving recourse to her parent, the King of
Spain, for redress and explanation, she had the ad-
ditional information, that the treaty of Fontainbleau
was to be recognised as valid, in so far as it depriv-
ed her of her territories, but was not to be of any ef-
fect in as far as it provided her with indemnification.
At another time, or in another history, this would
have been dwelt upon as an aggravated system of
violence and tyranny over the unprotected. But
the far more important affairs of Spain threw those
of Etruria into the shade.

After so much preparation behind the scenes,
Buonaparte now proposed to open the first grand
act of the impending drama. He wrote from Italy
to the King of Spain, that he consented to the pro~
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posa] which he had made for the marriage betwixt
the Prince of Asturias and one of his kinswomen ;
and having thus maintained to the last the appear-
ances of friendship, he gave orders to the French
army lying at Bayonne to enter Spain on different
points, and to possess themselves of the strong for-
tresses by which the frontier of that kingdom is
defended.
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CHAPTER VL

Pampeluna, Barcelona, Monjowy, and St Sebastian's, are
seized by the Fremch—King Charles pro-
poses to sail for South America—Insurrection at Aran-
yuez tn consequence—Charles resigns the Crown in fu-
vour of Ferdinand.—Murat enters Mudrid.— Charles
disavmoes his resignation.—General Snvary errives ot
Mudvid—wNopoloon's Letier to Murat, touching the In-
vasion of Spain.— Ferdinand is instigated to set out to
wmeet Napoleon.— Helts at Vittoria, and loarns too late
Napoleon's devigns agrinst himn.—Joins Duonoparte ot
DBayonne.— Napoleon opens kis designs to Escolquiz and
Cevallos, both of whom he finds intractable—He sends
Jor Charles, his Queen, and Godoy to Bayonne.— Shock-
ing seene with Ferdinand, who s induced to abdirate
the Crown in fovour of his Father, who resigus it neat
day to Napoleonr.—- This trangfer is reluctantly confirm-
ed by Fendinand, who, with his brothers, is sent to splen-
did smprisonment at Vallengay.—Joseph Buonaparte is
pointed to the throne of Spain, and joins Napoleon at
%’ayo:mc.-—Assembly ngmbles convoked.

Ner a word was spoken, or a motion made, to op-
pose the entrance of this large French army into the
free territoriesof afriendly power. Neitherthe King,
Godoy, nor any other,dared to complain of the gross
breach of the treaty of Fontainblean, which, in sti-
pulating the formation of the army of reserve at
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Bayonne, positively provided that it should not £ross
the frontiers, unless with consent of the Spanish go-~
vernment. Received into the cities as friends and
allies, it was the first object of the invaders to pos-
sess themselves, by a mixture of force and frand, of
the fortresses and citadels, which were the keys of
Spainonthe Frenchirontier. Thedetails sre curious,

At Pampeluna, a body of French troops, who
apparently were amusing themselves with casting
snowballs at each other on the esplanade of the ¢i-
tadel, continved their sport till they had an oppor-
tunity of throwing themselves upon the draw-bridge,
possessing the gate, and admitting 2 body of their
comrades, who had been kept in readiness; and
the capture was thus effected.

Duhesme, who commanded the French troops
detached upon Barcelona, had obtained permission
from the Spanish governor to mount guards of
French along with those maintained by the native
soldiers. He then gave out that his troops were
about to march ; and, as if previous to their mov-
ing, had them drawn up in front of the citadel of
the place. A French general rode up under pre-
tence of reviewing these men, then passed forward
to the gate, as if to speak to the French portion of
the guard. A body of Iialiam light troops rushed
in close after the French officer and his suite ; and
the citadel was surrendered. Another division sum-
moned the fort of Montjouy, the key, as it may

YOL. VI K



16 LIFE OF

be termed, of Barcelons, which shared the same
fate.

St Sebastian’s was overpowered by a body of
French, who had been admitted as patients into the
hospital.

Thus the first fruits of the French invasion were
the unresisted possession of these four fortresses,
ench of which might have detained armies fot years
under its wails.

Nothing could exceed the consternation of the
Spanish nation when theysaw their frontier invaded,
an! four of the most impregmable forts in the world
thus easily lost and won. There was indignation as
well as sorrow in every countenance; and even at
this late hour, had Charles and his sen attempted
an appesl to the spirit of the people, it would have
been vigorously answered. But Godoy, who was
the object of national hatred, and was aware that
he would instantly become the victim of any gene-
ral patriotic movement, took care to recommend
only such measures of safety as he himself might
have a personal share in. He had at once compre-
hended Napoleon’s intentions of seizing upon Spain;
and could discern no better course for the Royal
Family, than that they should follow the example
to which their own invasion of Portgual had given
rise, and transport themselves, like the House of
Braganza, to their South American provinces. But
vhat in the Prince of Brazil, surrounded by such
superior furces, was a justifiable, nay, a magnani-
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mous effort to avoid personal captivity, would have
been in the King of Spain the pusillanimous deser-
tion of a post, which he had yet many means of de-
fending. )

Nevertheless, upon Godoy’s suggestion, the voy-
age for America was determined on, and troops were
hastily collected at Madtid for the sake of securing
the retreat of the Royal Family to Cadiz, where
they were to embark. The terror and confusion of
the King’s mind was artfully increased by a letter
from Napoleon, expressing deep resentment at the
coldness which Charles, as he alleged, had exhi-
bited on the subject of the proposed match with his
house. The intimidated King returned for an-
swer, that he desired nothing so erdently as the in-
stant conclusion of the marriage, but at the same
time redoubled his preparations for departure, This
effect was probably exactly what Napoleon intend-
ed to produce. If the King went off to America,
his name might be used to curb the party of the
Prince of Asturias; and the chance of influencing
the countries where the precious metals are pro-
duced, would be much increased, should they fall
under the dominion of the weak Charles snd the
profligate Godoy.

Meantime, the resolution of the King to depart
from the royal residence of Aranjnez to Cadiz, with
the purpose of going from thence to New Spain, be-
gan to get abroad among the people of all ranks.

K2
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The Council of Castile remonstrated against the in-
tentions of the Sovereign. The Prince of Asturias
and his brother joined in a strong protest against the
measure, ‘The populace, partaking the sentiments
of the heir-apparent and Council, treated the de-
parture of the King as arising out of some scheme
of the detested Godoy, and threatened to prevent it
by force. The unfortunate and perplexed monarch
changed his opinions, or his language at least, with
every new counsellor and every new alarm.

On the 17th of March, the walls of the palace
were covered with a royal proclamation, professing
his Majesty’s intentions to remain with and share
the fate of his subjecis. Great crowds assembled
joyfully beneath the balcony, on which the Royal
Family appeared and received the thanks of their
people, for their determination to abide amongst
them. But, in the course of that same evening, the
movements among the guards, and the accumula
tion of carriages and baggage, seemed plainly to
indicate immediate intentions to set forth. While
the minds of the spectators were agitated by ap-
pearances so contradictory of the royal proclama-
tion, an accidental quarrel took place betwixt one
of the King’s body-guard and a bystander, when
the former fired a pistol. The literal flash of the
weapon could not more effectually have ignited a
powder-magazine, than its discharge gave anima-
tion at once to the general feelings of the crowd.
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The few bousehold troops who remained steady,
could not check the enraged multitude ; a regiment
was brought up, commanded by Godoy’s brother,
but the men made 2 prisoner of their commanding
officer, and joined the multitude, A great sceng of
riot ensned, the cry was universal to destroy Go-
doy, and some, it is said, demanded the abdication
or deposition of the King. Godoy’s house was
plundered in the course of the night, and outrages
committed on all who were judged his friends and
counsellors.

In the morning the tumult was appeased by the
news that the King had dismissed his minister. But
the crowd continued strictly to search for him, and
at length discovered him. He was beaten, wound-
ed, end it was with some difficulty that Ferdinand
saved him from instant death, on & promise that he
should be reserved for punishment by the course of
justice. The people were delighted with their suc-
cess thus far, when, to complete their satisfaction,
the old, weak, and unpopular King, on the 19th
March, resigned his crown to Ferdinand, the fa-
vourite of his subjects, professing an unconstrain~
ed wish to retire from the seat of government, and
spend his life in peace and quiet in some remote
province. This resolution was unquestionably hur-
ried forward by the insurrection at Aranjuez; nor
does the atiitnde of a son, who grasps at his father’s
falling diadem, appear good or graceful. Yet it is
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probable that Charles, in making this abdication,
executed a resolution on which he had long medi-
tated, and from which he had chiefly been with-
held by the intercession of the Queen and Godoy,
who saw in the continuation of the old man’s reign
the only means to prolong their own power. The
abdication was formally intimated to Napoleon, b;r
a letter from the King himself.

While the members of the Royal Family were
distracted by these dissensions, the army of France
was fast approaching Madrid, under the command
of Joachim Murat, the brother-in-law of Bucna-
patte. He was at Aranda de Duero upon the day
of the insurrection at Aranjuez, and his approach
to Madrid required decisive measures on the part
of the government. Ferdinand had formed an ad-
ministration of those statesmen whom the pubiic
voice pointed out as the hest patriots, and, what
was thought synonymous, the keenest opponents of
Godoy. There was no time, had there been suffi-
clent spirit in the councils of the new Prince, to
request this military intruder to stay upon his road;
he was a guest who would have known but too well
how to make force supply the want of welcome. But
this alarming visitor was, they next learned, to be
followed hard upon the heel by one still more for-
midable. Napoleon, who had hurried back to Paris
from Italy, was now setting out for Bayonne, with
the purpose of proceeding to Madrid, and witness»
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ing in pexson the settlement of the Spanish Penin-
sula.

To render the approach of the Emperor of France
yet more appalling to the young King snd his in-
fant government, Beauharnois, the French ambas.
sedor, made no recognition of Ferdinand’s autho-~
rity, but observed a mysterious and ominous silence,
when all the other representatives of foreign powers
at Madrid, made their addresses of congratulation
to the new sovereign. Murat next appeared, in all
the pomp of war; brought ten thousand men with-
in the walls of Madrid, where they were received
with ancient hospitality, and quartered more than
thrice that number in the vicinity. This comman-
der also wore 2 doubtful and clouded brow, and
while he expressed friendship for Ferdinand, and
good will to his cause, declined any definite ac-
knowledgment of his title as king. He was lodged
in the palace of Godoy, supported in the most
splendid style, and his every wish watched that it
might be attended to. But nothing more could be
extracted from him than a reference to Napoleon’s
determination, which he advised Ferdinand to wait
for and be guided by. In the idle hope (suggest-
ed by French councils) that a compliment might
soothe either the Suitan or the satrap, the sword of
Francis L, long preserved in memory of his capti-
vity after the battle of Pavia, was presented to Mu-
1ot with'great ceremony, in a rich casket, to be by
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his honoured hands transmitted to those of the Em-
peror of France. The hope to mitigate Buona-
parte’s severe resolves by such an act of adulation,
was like that of kim who should hope to sool red-
bot iron by a drop of liquid perfume.

But though Murat and Beasharnois were vory
chary of saying anything which could commit their
principal, they were liberal of their private advica ¢
Ferdinand as his professed friends, and joined in
recommending that he should send his second bro-
ther, the Infant Don Carlos, to greet Napoleon
upon his entrance into Spain, as at once & mark of
respect and as & means of propitiating his favounr.
Ferdinand consented to this, as what be dared not
well decline. But when it was proposed that he
himself should leave his capital, and go to meet
Buonapare in the north of Spain, slready complete-
1y occupied by French troops, he demurred, and
by the advice of Cevallos, one of the wisest of his
councillors, declined the measure proposed, until,
at least, he should receive express information of
Napoleon’s having crossed the frontier. To mest
the French Emperor in Spain might be courtesy,
but to advance into France would be meanness, as
well as imprudence.

Meantime, Murat, under pretence of hearing all
parties in the family quarrel, opened, unknown to
Ferdinand, a correspondence with his father and mo-
ther. TheQueen, equally attached to her paramour,
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and filled with unnaturel hatred to ber som, as
Godoy’s enemy, breathed mothing but vengeance
againt Ferdinand and his advisers ; and the King
at onos avewed that his resignation was not the act
of his voluntary will, but extorted by compnlsion,
in conseguence of the insurrection of Aranjuez, and
its consequences. Thus, the agents of Buonaparte
obtained and fransmitted to him documents, which,
if Ferdinand should prove intractable, might afford
ground for setting his right aside, and transacting
with his father as still the legitimate possessor of the
throne of Spain.

A new actor soon appeared on this busy stage.
This was Savary, who was often intrusted with
Buonaparte’s most delicate negotiations. He came,
it was stated, to inquire particularly into the cha-
racter of the insurrection at Aranjuez, and of the
old King’s abdication. He affected to believe that
the explanations which Ferdinand afforded on these
subjects, would be as satisfactory to his sovereign
as to himself; and having thus opened the young
King’s heart, by perfectly approving of his cause
and conduct, he assymed the language of a friendly
adviser, and urged and entreated, by every species
of argument, that Ferdinand should meet Buona-
parte on the road to Madrid ; and the young sove-
reign, beset with difficulties, saw no resource but in
compliauce. ‘The capital was surrounded by am
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army of forty thousand foreigners, The communiea-
tions of Murat with France were kept open by thirty
thousand mwore; while, exclusive of the Spanish
treops, whom the French had withdrawn to distant
realms in the character of auxiliaries, the rest of
the aative forces dispersed over the whole realm,
and in many cases observed and mastered by the
French, did not perhaps exceed thirty thousand
men. If Ferdinand remained in Madrid, therefore,
he was as moch under the mastery of the French as
be wonid have been when advancing northward on
the journey to meet Buonaparte; while, toleave his
capital, and raise his standard against France in a
distant province, seemed an idea which desperation
only conld have prompted.

Murat, whose views of personal ambition were
interested in the complete accomplishinent of the
subjugation of Spain, seems to have seen no objec-
tion remaining when military resistance was placed
out of the question. But the penetration of Napo-
leon went far deeper; and, judging from a letter
written to Myrat on the 20th March, it seems to
have induced him to pause, while he surveyed all
the prohable chances whick might attend the pro-
secution of his plan, The resignation of Charles
1V. had, he observed, greatly complicated the af-
fairs of Spain, and thrown him into much perplexity.
% Do nol,” he continued, # conceive that yon are
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attacking a disarmed nation, and have only to make
a demonstration of your troops to subject Spain.
The Revolution of the 19th March, when Charles
resigned the throne, serves to show there is ener-
gy among the Spanish people. You have to do
with & ew people, who will display all the enthu-
siasm proper to men whose political feelings have
not been worn out by frequent exercise. The Gran~
dees and Clergy are masters of Spain. If they
once entertain fear for their privileges and political
existence, they may raise levies agninst us en masse,
which will render the war eternal. I have at pre-
sent partisans ; but if I show myseif in the charac~
ter of a conqueror, I cannot retain one of them.
The Prince of the Peace is detested, because they
accuse him of having betrayed Spain to France.
The Prince of the Asturias has none of the quali-
ties requisite for a monarch, but that will not pre-
vent their making him out 2 hero, providing he
stands forth in opposition to ws. I will have no
violence offered to the persons of that family—it is
needless to render ourselves unnecessarily odious.”

Napoleon, in this remarkable document, touches
agein on the hazard of a popular war in Spain, and
on the dangers arising from the interference of the
English ; and then proceeds to consider what course
his own politics demand. “ Shall I go to Madrid,
pnd there exercise the power of @ grand protector of
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the realm of Spain, by deciding between the father
and son —Were I to replace Charles and his mi-
nister, they are so unpopular that they could not
sustain themselves three monthe. On the other
band, Ferdinand is the enemy of France ; and to set
himt on the throne wonld be to gratify those parties
in the state who have long desired the destruction
of her authority. A matrimonial alliance would be
but & feeble tie of union betwixt us.

I do not approve of your Highness having so
hastily possessed yourself of the capital. You
ought to have kept the army at ten leagues distant
from Madrid. You could not be sure whether the
people and the magistracy would have recognised
the young King. Your arrival has powerfully
served him, by giving the alarm to the Spaniards.
1 have commanded Savary to open a communica~
tion with the old King, and he will inform you of
what passes. In the meantime, I prescribe to you
the following line of conduct:—

“You will take care not to engage me to hold any
futerview with Ferdinand within Spain, unless you
judge the situation of things such, that I have no
alternative save acknowledging him as King, You
will use all manner of civility towards the old King,
the Queen, and Godoy, and will require that the
same honours be rendered to them as heretofore.
You will so manage, that the Spaniards may not
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suspect the oourse I intend to pursue. This will
not be difficalt, for I have not fixed upon it myself.”
He then recommends, that such insinuations he
made to all classes, as may best induce them to
expect advaniages from a more close union with
France; exhorts Murat to trust his interests ex~
clusively to his care; hints that Portugal will re-
main at his disposal; and enjoins the strictest dis-
cipline on the part of the French soldiery. Lastly,
he enjoins Marat to avoid all explanstion with the
Spanish generels, and all interference with their
order of march. ¢ There must not,” he says in
one place, *be a single match burnt ;” and in ano-
ther, he uses the almost prophetic expression,~—
“ If war once break outy ail is lost.”

This letter has a high degree of interest, as it
tends to show, that not one of the circumstances
which attended the Spanish insurrection escaped
the prescient eye of Napoleon, although the head-
long course of his ambition drove him upon the
very perils which his political wisdom had foreseen
and delineated. The immense object of adding
Spsin to his empire, seemed worthy of being pur-
sued, even at the risk of stirring to arms her bardy
population, and exciting & national war, which be
himself foretold might prove perpetual.

Meantime, to assist the intrigues of Murat, there
was carried on a sort of under plot, the object of
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which wes to disguise Napoleon’s resl intentioms,
and inducethe conncillors of Ferdinand to tonclude,
that he did not nsean to use his power over Spain,
save for the attainment of some limited advantages,
far short of engrossing the supreme authority, and
destroying the independence of the kingdom. With
this view, some illusory terms held out had been
communicated by Duroc to the Spanish ambassa-
dor, Jzquierdo, and of which Ferdinand’s council
had received information. These seemed to inti-
mate, that Napoleon's exactions from Spain might
be gratified by the cession of Navarre, and some
part of her frontier on the north, in exchange for
the whole of Portugal, which, aceording to Izqui-
erdo’s information, Napoleon was not unwilling to
cede to Spain.  Such an exchange, however ob-
jectionable on the ground of policy and morality,
would have been regarded as a comparatively easy
ransom, considering the disastrous state of Spain,
and the character of him who had coiled around
the defenceless kingdom the folds of his power,
Under all the influences of hope and fesr, con-
scious helplessness, and supreme dread of Napoleon,
Ferdinand took hisdetermination, and announced to
his Council of State his purpose of going as far as
Burgos, to meet his faithful friend and mighty ally
the Emperor. His absence, he said, would amount
to a few days, and ke created his uncle, Don An~
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tonio, President, during that time, of the High
Council of Government. An effort was made by
Ferdinand, previons to his departure, to open 2
more friendly communication with his father; but
the answer only bore that the King was retiring to
resty and eould not be troubled.

On the 11th April, in an evil day, and an hour
of woe, to use the language of the Spanish Roman-
cers, Ferdinand set out on his journey, secompa-
nied by Savary, who eagerly solicited that honour,
assuring him that they would meet Buonaparte at
Burgos. But at Burgos there were no tidings of
the French Emperor, and it was only when he had
proceeded as far as Vittoria, that Ferdinand learn-
ed Napoleon had but then reached Bourdeaux,
and was on his way to Bayonne., He halted, there-
fore, at Vittoria, where Savary left him, and went
on to France, to render an actount to his master
to what extent his mission had succeeded.

Afraid to advanee or to retire, yet feeling ridicu-
lous in the situation where he was, Ferdinand’s un-
pleasant moments spent at Vittoria were not much
cheered by private intelligence brought him by
Don Mariano Urquijo. This was a Spanish no-
bleman of considerable talent, who had penetrated
the scheme of Napoleon, and came to inform the
young King and his counsellors, that the intention
of Napoleon was to possess himself of the royal per-
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son, depose the dynasty of the Bourbans, and nsme
a member of his own family to reign in their stead.

Another Spaniard, Don Joseph Hervas, the bro-
ther-in-law of General Duroc, and theintimate friend
of Savary, had acquired suchstrong suspicions of the
plot, that his information corroborated that of Ur-
quijo. The astounded sovereign, sad his perplexed
advisers, could but allege the unlikelihood, that n
hero like Napoleon could meditate such treachery.
% Men of extraordinary talents, ” replied Urquijo,
% comimit great crimes to sttain great ohjects, and
are riot the less entitled heroes,” He offeredtogoto
Bayonne as Ferdinand’s ambassador ; and advised
him even yet to make his escape and retire to some
part of his dominions, where, free at least, if not
powerful, he might treat with Napoleon on more
equal terms.

Ferdinand thought it too late to follow this wise
counsel ; and, instead of attempting an escape, he
wrote & letter to Napoleon, appealing to all that he
had done to show himself the devoted friend and ally
of France, and endeavouring to propitiate hisfavour.
An answer was instantly returned, containing much
that was alarming and ominous. In this the Em-
peror treated Ferdinand as Prince of Asturias, not
King of Spain—censnred his earliest measure of
writing to himself without his father’s knowledge,
and, withwhat seemed a jealous apprehension forthe
rights of sovereigns, blamed him for availing himself
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of the arm of the people to shake his father’s throne.
He intimated, that he had taken the Prince of the
Peace under his own protection; hinted that the
Prince ought not to rip up the follies of his mother
~nay, did not forbear the highly offensive insinua-
tion, that, by exposing her fanlts, Ferdinand might
occasion his own legitimacy to be called in ques-
tion. Still he assured the Prince of his continued
friendship, declared himsell anxious to have some
personal communication with him on the subject of
the revolution of Aranjuez, and intimated, that if
the resignation of Charles should appear to have
been voluntary, he would no longer scruple to ac-
knowledge King I rdinand.

Cevallos, before-.nentioned as one of Ferdinand’s
wisest councillors, would fain have prevailed on him
to tarn back from Vittoria on receiving a letter of
such doubtful tenor. Even the people of the town
opposed themselves to the prosecution of his rash
journey, and went so far as to cut the traces of his
mules, Ferdinand however proceeded, entered
France, and reached Bayonne; placing himself thus
in that state of absolute dependence upon the plea-
sure of the French sutocrat, which, as Napoleon
had foretold to Murat, could not have had an exist-
ence at any spot within the Spanish territory. Ferdi-
nand was now a hostage at least, perhaps a prisoner,

Buonaparte received the anxious Prince with flat-
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tering ilistinction, invited him to dinner, and trent-
ed him with the usual deference exchanged between
sovereigns when they meet. But that very evening
be sent Savary, by whose encoursgement Ferdi-
nsnd had been deluded to undertake this jonrney,
to acquaint him that the Boarbon dynasty was to
cease to reign in Spain, and that the Prince must
prepare to relinquish to Napoleon all right over the
territories of his ancestors.

Buonaparte explained himself at length to the
Canon Escoiquiz, as the person most likely to recon-
cile Ferdinand to the lot, which he was determined
should be inevitable. The Bourbons, he said, were
the mortal enemies of him and of his house; his po-
licy could not permit them to reign in Spain. They
were incapable of wise government; and he was de-
termined that Spain should be wisely governed in
futare, her grievences redressed, and the alliance be-
twixt her and France piaced on an unaiterable foot-
ing. * King Charles,” he said, ¢ is ready to co-
operate in such a revolution, by transferring to me
his own rights. Let Ferdinand follow his father’s
wise exemple, and he shall have the crown of Etrn-
ria, and my niece in marriage. Otherwise, 1 will
treat with King Charles exclusively, and all Ferdi-
nand can expect is permission to return to Spain,
when hostilities raust ensue between us. ” Escoiquiz
justified the insurrection at Aranjuez, and pleaded
hard the cause of his former pupil. By protecting
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Ferdinand, he said, Napoleon might merit and gain
the esteem and the affection of Spain; but by an
attempt to subject the nation to a foreign yoke, he
would lose their affections for ever. Buonaparte
set these arguments at defiance. The nobles and
higher classes would, he said, submit for security
of their property; a few severe chastisements would
keep the populace in order. But he declared he
was determined on the execution of his plan, shounld
it involve the lives of two hundred thousand men,
% The new dynasty, ” replied Escoiquiz, < will in
that case be placed on a volcano—an srmy of two
hundred thousand men will be indispensable to
command a country of discontented siawes.” The
canon was interrupted by Buonaparte, who obser-
ved that they could not agree upon their principles,
end said he would on the morrow make known his
irrevocable determination.

To do Napoleon justice, he at no time through
this extraordinary discussion made the least attempi
even to colour his selfish policy. “1 am desi-
rous,” he said, ‘ that the Bourbons should cease
to reign, and that my own family should succeed
them on the throne of Spain.” - He declared, that
this was best both for Spain and France—above all,
that he had the power as well as the will to accom-
plish his purpose. There was never a more un-~
palliated case of violent and arbitrary spoliation.
He argued salso with Escoiquiz with the most per-

L2
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fect good humour, and pulled him familiarly by the
ear as he disputed with him. < So then, canon,”
he said, “ you will not enter into my views? "
% On the contrary,” said Escoiquiz, “ I wish I
could indace your Msjesty to adopt mine, though
it were at the expense of my ears,” which Napo-
leon was at the moment handling somewhat rodely.

‘With Cevallos the Emperor entered into a more
violent discussion, for Buonaparte was as chaoleric
by temperament, as he was upon reflection and by
policy calm and moderate. Upon bearing Ceval-
los, in a discussion with his minister Champagny,
insist in a high tone upon the character of the
Spaniardey and the feclings they were likely to en-
tertain on the manner in which Ferdinand had
been received, he gave loose to bis native violence
of disposition, accused Cevallos of being a trsitor,
because, having served the old King, he was now
# counsellor of his son, and at length concluded
with the characteristic declaration,—* I have a
system of policy of my own—You ought to adopt
more liberal ideas—to be less susceptible on the
point of honoar, and to beware how you sacrifice
the interests of Spain to 2 fantastic loyalty for the
Bourbons. ™

Cevallos being found zs intractable as Escoiquiz,
the conduct of the negotiation, if it could be called
s0 on the part of Ferdinand, was intrusted to Don
Pedro de Labrador. Labrador, however,insisted on
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knowing, as an indispensable preliminary, whether
King Ferdinand were at liberty; and if so, why he
was not restored to his own country? Champagny
replied, that such return could scarce be permitted,
till the Emperor and he came to an understanding.
Cevallos, in his turn, presented a note, expressing
on what terms Ferdinand had put himself in the
power of Buoneparte, and declaring his master’s
intention of immediate departure. As a practical
answer to this intimation, the guards on the King
and his brother were doubled, and began to exercise
some restraint over their persons. One of the In-
fants was even forcibly stopped by a gens-d’armes.
Theman was punished ; but the resentment and de-
spair, shown by the Spaniards of the King’s retinue,
might have convinced Napoleon, how intimately
they connected the honour of their country with
the respect due to their royal family.

Buonaparte found, by all these experiments, that
Ferdinand ard his connsellors were likely to be Jess
tractable than he had expected ; and that it would
be necessary, however unpopular King Charles, and
»till more his wife and minister, were in Spain, to
bring them once moreforward on thissingular stage.
He therefore sent to Murat to cause the old King,
with the Queen and Godoy, to be transported to
Bayonne without delay. The arrival of Charles
excited much interest in the T'rench assembled at
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Bayonne, who flocked to see him, and to trace in his
person and manners the descendant of Louis XIV.
In external qualities, indeed, there was nothing
wanting. He pussessed the regsl port and dignified
manners of his ancestors; and, though speaking
French with difficulty, the expatriated monarch, on
meeting with Napoleon, showed the easy manners
and noble mien of one long accustomed to command
all around him. Bat in spirit and intellect there was
a woeful deficiency. Napoleon found Charles, his
wife, and minister, the willing tools of his policy ;
for Godoy accounted Ferdinand his personal ene-
my; the mother hated him as wicked women have
been known to hate their children when they are
conscious of having forfeited their esteem; and the
King, whose own feelings resented the insurrection
of Aranjuez, was readily exasperated to an uncon-
trollable fit of rage against his son.

Upon his first arrival at Bayonne, Charles loud-
ly protested that his abdication of the 19th March
was the operation of force alone; and demanded
that his son should repossess him in the crown, of
which he had violently deprived him.

The reply of Ferdinand slleged that the resigna-
tion of his father had been unquestionably voluntary
at the time, and he quoted the old King’s repeated
declarations to that effect. But he declared, that if
they were both permitted to return to Madrid, and
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sunmmon the Cortes, or body of National Repre-
sentatives, he was ready to execnte, in their pre-
sence, » renuncistion of the rights vested in him
by his father's abdication.

In his answer, Charies declared that he had
sought the camp of his powerful ally, not as a king
in regal splendour, but as an unhappy old man,
whose royal office had been taken from him, and
even his life endangered by the criminal ambition
of his own son. He treated the convocation of the
Cortes with contempt, ¢ Everything, ” he said,
“ ought to be dong by sovereigns for the people;
but the people ought not to be suffered to carve
tor themselves. ”  Finally, he assured his son that
the Emperor of Irance could alone be the saviour
of Spain, and that Napoleon was determined that
Ferdinand should never enjoy the crown of that
kingdom. In different paris of this paternal ad-
menition, Charles accused his son of the crime
which existing circumstances rendered most dan-
gerous—of being indisposed towards the interests
of France.

Ferdinand replied to this manifesto in firm and
respectful terms, and appesled, too justly, te the
situation he at present stood in, as a proof how un-
bounded bud been bis confidence in France, IHe
concluded, that since the conditions he had annex-
«d 10 his offer of resigning Lack the crown to his
father had given displeasure, he wax content to ah-
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dicate wnconditionally ; only stipulating that they
should both be permitted to return to their own
country, and leave a place where no deed which
either conld perform would be received by the
waorld as flowing from free will,

The day after this letter was written, the wnfor-
tunate Ferdinand was sammoned to the presence of
his parents, where he also found Napoleon bimself.
The conclave received him siiting; and while the
King overwhelmed him with the most outrageous
reproaches, the LQueen, (the statement sppears
scarce credible, ) in the height obher fury, lost sight
of shame and womanhood so far as to tell Ferdi-
nand, in her husband’s presence, that he was the
son of another man. Buonaparte expressed himself
greatly shocked at this scene, in which he compar-
ed the Queen’s language and deportment to that of
a fury en the Grecian stage. The Prince’s situa-
tion, he owned, moved him to pity; bnt the emo-
tion was not strong enough to produce any inter-
position in his favour. This occurred on the 5th
of May 1808. Confused with a scene so dreadful,
and at the same time so disgusting, Ferdinand the
pext day executed the renunciation which had been
demanded in such intemperate terms. Bat the
master of the drama had not waited till this time
to commence his operations.

Two days before Ferdinand’s abdication, that is
npon the 4th, his father Charles, acting in the charace



NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 189

ter of King, which he had laid aside at Aramjuez,
had named Joachim Murat Lieutenant-General of
his kingdom, and President of the Government,
A preciamation was at the same time published, in
which the Spaniards were particulariffsnd anxions-
Iy cautioned against listening to treacherous men,
agents of England, who might stir them ep against
France, and assuring them that Spain had no well-
founded hope of safety, excepting in the friendship
of the Great Emperor.

On the same day, and withont waiting for such
sdditionsal right ss he might have derived from his
son’s remunciation, Charles resigned all claims on
Spain, with its kingdoms and territories, in favour
of his friend and faithful ally, the Emperor of the
French, To pzeserve some appearance of atten-
tion to external forms, it was stipulated thst the
cession ouly took place under the express condi-
tions that the integrity and independence of the
kingdom should be preserved, and that the Catholic
religion should be the only one practised in Spain,
Finally, all decrees of confiscation or of penal con-
sequences, which had been issued since the revolu-
tion of Aranjuez, were declared null and void.
Charles having thus secured, as it was termed, the
prosperity, integrity, and independence of his king-
dom, by these articles, stipulates, by seven which
follow, for the suitable maintenance of himseif and
his Queen, his minister the Prince of the Peace,
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and of athers their followers. Rank, income, ap-
panages, were heaped on them, accordingly, with
no niggard hand ; for the prodigality of the King’s
gift called for some adequate requital.

8till the réllgnation of Ferdinand in Napoleon's
favour was necessaty to give him some more co-
lourable right, than conld be derived from the
alienation, by the fathér, of a crown which he
had previously abdicated. Much urgency was
nsed with Ferdinand on the occasion, and for some
time firmly resisted. But he found himself com-
pletely in Napoleon’s power; and the tragedy of
the Duke d’'Enghien might have taught him, that
the Emperor stood on little ceremony with those
who were interruptions in his path, His coun-
seltors also assured him, that no resignation which
he could execute in his present state of captivity
could be binding upon himself or upon the Spanish
nation, Yielding, then, to the circumstances in
which he was placed, Ferdinand also entered into
a treaty of resignation; but he no longer obtained
the kingdom of Etruria, or the marriage with
Buonaparte’s niece, or any of the other advantages
held out in the beginning of the negotiation.
These were forfeited by his temperary hesitation to
oblige the Emperor. A safe and pleasant place of
residence, which was not to be absolutely a prison,
anil ah honourable pension, were all that was allow-
ed to Ferdinand, in exchange for his natural birth-
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right, the mighty kingdom of Spain. The In.
fants, his brothers, who adhered to the same acces-
sion which stripped Ferdinand of his heritage, were
in like manner recompensed by similar provisions
for their holding in future the kind of life which
that resignation condemned them to. The palace
of Navarre and its dependencies had been assigned
to Ferdinand as his residence; but he and his bro-
thers, the Infants, were afterwards conducted to
that of Vallencay, & superb mansion belonging to
the celebrated Talleyrand, who was punished, it
was said, by this allocation, for having differed in
opinion from his master, on the mode in which he
should conduct himself towards Spain. The royal
captives observed such rules of conduct as were re-
commended to them, without dreaming apparently
either of escape or of resistance to the will of the
victor; nor did their deportment, during the tre-
mendous conflict which was continued in the name
of Ferdinand for four years and upwards, ever give
Napoleon any excuse for close restraint, or food
for uiterior suspicions.

The Spanish royal family thus consigned to an
unresisted fate, it only followed to supply the vacant
throne by a new dynasty, as Napoleon called it; but,
in fact, by some individual closely connected with
himself, and absolutely dependentupon him;—much
in the manner in which the inferior partners of a
commereial establishment are connected with, and
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subject to, the management of the head of the house.
For this purpose, he had cast his eyes on Lucien,
who was, after Napoleon, the ablest of the Buona-
parte family, and whose presence of mind had so
critically assisted his brother at the expulsion of the
Council of Five Hundred from Saint Cloud, in a
moment when, in the eyes of the bystanders, that
of Napoieon seemed rather to waver.

It has been mentioned before, that Lucien had
offended Napolecn by forming a marriage of per-
sonal attachment; and it is supposed, that on his
part, he saw with displessure the whole institutions
and liberties of his native country sacrificed to the
grandeur of one man, though that man was his
brother. He had been heard to say of Napoleon,
¢ that every word and action of his were dictated
by his political system, ” and ¢ that the character
of his politics rested entirely on egotism.” Even
the proffer of the kingdom of Spain, therefore, did
not tempt Lucien from the enjoyments of a private
station, where he employed a large income in col-
lecting pictures and objects of art, and amused his
own leisure with literary composition, Receiving
this repalse from Lucien, Buonaparte resolved to
transfer his eldest brother Joseph from the throne
of Naples, where, as an Italian, acquainted with
the longuage and manners of the country, he en-
joyed some degree of popularity, and bestow on
him a kingdom far more difficult to master and to
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govern. Joachim Murat, Grand Duke, as he was
called, of Berg, at present in command of the army
which occupied Madrid, was destined to succeed
Joseph in the throne which he was about to vacate.
It was said, that the subordinate parties were alike
dissppointed with the parts assigned them in this
masque of sovereigns. Murat thought his military
talents deserved the throne of Spain, and the less
ambitious Joseph, preferring quiet to extent of terri-
tory, would have willingly#emained contented with
the less important royalty of Naples. But Napoleon
did not permit the will of others to interfere with
what he had previously determined, and Joseph was
summoned to meet him at Bayonne, and prepared,
by instructions communicated to him on the road, to
perform without remonstrance his part in the pa-
geant. ‘The purposes of Napoleon were now fally
announced to the world, An assembly of Notables
from all parts of Spain were convoked, to recognise
the new monerch, and adjust the constitution under
which Spain should be in future administered.

The place of meeting was at Bayonne; the date
of convocation was the 15th of June; and the ob-
ject announced for consideration of the Notables
was the regeneration of Spain, to be effected under
the auspices of Napoleon.

But events had already occurred in that kingdom,
tending to show that the prize, of which Buonaparte
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disposed so freely, was not, and might perbaps never
be, within his possession. He had indeed obtained,
by a course of the most audacious treachery, all
those advantages which, after the more honourable
success obtained in great battles, had prostrated
powerful nations at his feet. He had secured the
capitel with an army of forty thousand men, The
frontier fortresses were in his possession, and en-
abled him to maintain his communications with Ma-
drid; the troops of the Spanish monarchy were
either following his own bunner in remote climates,
or broken up and scatiered in small bodies through
Spain itself. These advantages he had possessed
aver Austria after Austerlitz, and over Prussia after
Jena; and in both cases these monarchies were
placed at the victor’s discretion. But in neither
case had he, as now at Bayonne, the persons of the
Royal ¥rmily at his own disposal, or hed he re-
duced them to the necessity of becoming his mouth-
piece, or orgen, in announcing to the people the
will of the conqueror. So that, in this very im-
portent particular, the advantages which he pos-
sessed over Spain were greater than those which
Napoleon had obtained over any other country.
But then Spain contained within herself principles
of apposition, which were nowhere else found to
exist in the same extent.
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CHAPTER VL

Strtz of morals and manners in Spain—The Nobility—
the Middle Claswes—the Lower Ranks.— The indigna-
tion of the Peopls strongly excited againsi the Freneh—
Insurrection at Madrid on the 2d May, in whick many
of the French troops fell — Musat proclaims an Anmesty,
notwithstanding whick, upwards of 200 Spanish pri-
soners are put to death. -—ng Charles appoints Murat
Lieutenant-General of the Kingdom, and Ferdinand s
resignation of the throne is annornced.— Murat unfolds
the plan of government to the Couneil of Castile, and
addresses of submission are sent lo Buonaparte from va-
rious quarters.— Notables appointed o et at Bayonne
on 15th June.— The flame of resistance becomes univer-

versal throughout Spain.

THE government of Spain, & worn-out despotism
lodged in the hands of a family of the lowest degree
of intellect, was one of the worst in Europe; and
the state of the nobility, speaking in general, (for
there were noble exceptions), seemed scarce less de-
graded. The incestuous practice of marrying within
the near degrees of propinquity, had long existed,
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with its usual consequences, the dwarfing of the
body, and degeneracy of the understanding. The
educstion of the nobility was committed to the
priests, who took care to give them no lights be-
yond Catholic bigotry. The custom of the coun-
try introduced them to premature indulgences, and
they ceased to be children, without arriving either
at the strength or the intellect of youth.

The middling classes, inhabitants of towns, and
those who followed thelearned professions, had not
been so generally subjected to the same withering
influence of superstition and luxury. In many in-
stances, they had acquired good education, and
were superior to the bigotry which the ecclesiastics
endeavoured to inspire them with; but, mistaking
the reverse of wrong for the right, many of these
classes had heen hurried into absolute scepticism,
having renounced altogether the idens of religion,
which better instruction would have taught them
to separate from superstition, and having adopted
in their extravagance many of the doctrines which
were so populur in France at the eommencenment
of the Revolution.

The lower classes of Spain, and especially those
whoresided inthecountry, possessed nearly the same
character which their ancestors exhibited nnder the
reign of Charles V. They were little interested by
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the bnperfections of the government, for the ops-
tem, though exacrable, did not immediately affoct
their comforts. They lay too low for personal op~
pressiot, and as the expenses of the state wers sup-
plied from the produce of the American provinces,
the Spanish pessants were strangers, in a grest
messare, to the exactions of the tax-gatherer.
Born in s delicicus climate, where the soil, on the
slightest labour, returned far more than was ne-
cessary for the support of the labourer, extreme
poverty was as rare as hard toil. The sobriety end
moderation of the Spaniard continned to be one of
his striking characteristics; he preferred his per-
sonal ease to increasing the sphere of his enjoy-
ments, and would rather enjoy his leisure upon dry
bread and onions, than toil more severely to gain
better fare. His indolence was, however, often ex-
changed for the most active excitation, and though
slow in the labours of the field, the Spaniard was
inexhaustible in his powers of travelling through
his plains and sierras, and at the end of & toilsome
day’s journey, seemed more often desirous of driv-
ing away his fatigue by the dance, than of recruit~
ing himself by repose. There were many classes of
peasantry,—shepherds, muleteers, traders between
distant provinces,~who led & wandering life by
profession, and, from the insecure state of the roads,
were in the habit of carrying arms. But even the
VOL. ¥i. M
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gensral habitsof the cultivators of the soitded them
to.part with the advantages-of eivilized society up-
on more easy terms than the peseantry of a less pri-
aaitive comntry, The few and simpie rights of the
Spaniard were under the protection of the Alcalde,
or judge of his village, in whose nomination he had
usually a vote, and whose judgment waa ususlly
satisfactory, If, however, an individual experien-
ced oppression, he took his cloak, sword, and mms-
ket, and after or without avenging the real or sup-
posed injury, plunged into the deserts in which the
peninsula abounds, joined one of the numerous
bands of contraband traders and outlaws by which
they were hannted, and did all this without expe-~
riencing eny violent change, either of sentiment or
amabner of life.

As the habits of the Spaniard rendered him a rea-
dy soldier, his disposition and feelings made him a
willing one. He retained, with other traits of his
ancestry, much of that Castilian pride, which mixed
both with the virtues and defects of his nation. The
hours of his indolence were often bestowed on study-
ing the glories of his fathers. He was well acquaint-
ed with their struggles against the Moors, their
splendid conquests in the New World, their long
wars with France ; and when ithe modern Castilian
contrasted his own times with those which had
passed away, he felt assurances in his bosom, that, if
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Spain hed descended from the high pre-eminenoe
she formerly enjoyed in Enrope, it was not the fault
of the Spanish people. The present crisis gave an
additional stimalus to their natural courage and
their patriotism, because the yoke with which they
were threatened was that of France, a peopie to
whom their own national character stands in such
opposition, as to excite mutual hatred and con-
tempt. Nothing, indesd, can be so opposite as the
stately, grave, romantic Spaniard, with his dislike
of labour, and his rigid rectitude of thinking, to
the lively, bustling, sarcastic Frenchman, indefati-
gable in prosecution of whatever ke undertakes, and
calculating frequently his means of accomplishing
his purpose, with much more ingenuity than inte-
grity. The bigotry of the Spaniards was no less
strilingly contrasted with the scoffing, and, at the
same time, proselytizing scepticism, which had been
long a distinction of modern France.

'To conclude, the Spaniards, easily awakened to
anger by national agpression, and pecoliarly sen-
sible to such on the part of a rival nation, were yet
more irresistibly excited to resistance and to re-
venge, by the insidious and fraudulent manner in
which they had seen their country stript of her de-
fenders, deprived of her frontier fortresses, her ca-
pital seized, and her royal family kidnapped, by

M2
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an ally who had not alleged even a shadow of pre-
text for such enormous violence.

Such being the character of the Spaninrds, and
such the provocation they had received, it was im-
possible that much time should elapse ere their in-
dignation became manifest. The citivens of Madrid
had looked on with gloomy suspicion st the conrse
of public events which followed Ferdinand’s impru-
dent journey to Bayonne. By degrees almost all the
rést of the royal family were withdrawn thither, and
QGodoy,upon whose head, as a great public criminal,
the people ardently desired to see vengeance inflict-
ed, was also transferred to the same place, The in-
terest excited in the fate of the poor relies of the
royal family remaining at Madrid, which consist~
ed only of the Queen of Etruria and her children,
the Infant Don Antonio, brother of the old King,
and Don Franeisco, youngest brother of Ferdinend,
grew deeper and deeper among the populace.

On the last dayof April, Murat produced an order
to Don Antonio, who still held a nominal power of
regency, demanding that the Queen of Etruris and
her children should be sent to Bayonne. This ocea-
sioned some discussion, and the news geitingabroad,
the public seemed generally determined that they
would not permit the last remains of their royal fa-
mily to travel that road, on which, as on that which
led to the lion’s den in the fable, they could discern
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the trace of no returning footsteps. The tidings
from thence had become gradually more and more
unfavourable to the partisans of Ferdinand, and the
courier, who used to arrive every vight from Bay-
oune, was anxiously expected on the evening of
April the 80th, as likely to bring decisive news of
Napoleon’s intentious towards his royal visitor.
No courier arrived, and the populace retired for
the evening, in the highest degree gloomy and dis-
contented. On the next day (first of May) the
Gate of the Sun, and the vicinity of the Post-
office, were crowded with men, whose looks me-
naced violence, and whose capas, or long cloaks,
were said to conceal arms. The French garrison
got under arms, but this day also passed off with-
out bloodshed.,

On the 2d of May, the streets presented the same
gloomy and menacing appearance. The crowds
which filled them were sgitated by reports that the
whole remaining members of she royal family were
to be removed, and they saw the Queen of Etruria
and her children put into their carriages, together
with Don Francisco, the youngest brother of Fer-
dinand, a youth of fourteen, who appeared to feel
his fate, for he wept bitterly. The general fury
broke out at this spectacle, and at once and on all
sides, the populace of Madrid assailed the French
troops with the most bitter animosity, The number
of French who fell was very considerable, the wea-
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pons of the asspilants being chiefly their long
knives, which the Bpaniards use with such fatal
dexterity.

Murat poured troops into the city to suppress the
consequences of an explosion, which had been long
expected. 'The streets were cleared with volleys of
grape-shot and with charges of cavairy, but it re-
quired near three or four hours' hard fighting to
convince the citizens of Madrid, that they were en-
gaged in an attempt entirely hopeless. About the
middle of the day, some members of the Spanish
government, joining themselves to the more hu-
mane part of the French generals, and particularly
General Harispe, interfered to separate the com-
batants, when there at length ensued a cessation of
these strange hostilities, maintained so long and
with such fury by men almost totally unarmed,
against the flower of the French army.

A general amnesty was proclaimed, in defiance of
which Murat caused seize upon and execute several
large bands of Speniards, made prisoners in the
scufile. They were shotinparties of forty or fiftyata
time; and as the inhabitants were compelled to illu-
minate their houses during that dreadful night, the
dead and dying might be seen lying on the pavement
ns clearlyas at noon day. These militaryexecutions
were renewed on the two or three following days,
probably with more attention to the selection of vic-
tims, for the insurgents were now condemned by
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Freneh military courts, The number of citizens
thus murdered is said to have amounted to two or
three hundred at least. On the 5th May, Murat
published a preclamstion, relaxing in his severity.

This crisis had been extremely violent, much
movre 80; perhaps, than the French had ever expe-
rienced in & similar situation; but it had been en-
countered with such celerity, and put down with
such rigour, that Murat may well have thought
that the severity was sufficient to prevent the re-
currence of similar scenes. The citizens of Madrid
did not again, indeed, undertake the task of fruit-
less opposition; but, like s bull stupified by the
first blow of the axe, suffered their conquerors to
follow forth their fatal purpose, without resistance,
but also withomnt submission.

News came now with sufficient speed, and their
tenor was such as to impress obedience on those
ranks, who had rank and title to lose. Don Antonio
set off for Bayonne; and on the 7th of May arriv-
ed, and was promulgated at Madrid, a declaration
by the old King Charles, nominating Murat Lieu-
tenant-General of the kingdom. The abdicetion
of the son, less expected and more mortifying, was
next made public, and a proclamation in his name
and those of the Infants, Don Carlos and Don An-
tonio, recommended the laying aside all spirit of
resistance, and an implicit obedience to the irre-
sistible power of France.
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The destined plan of government was then un-
folded by Murst to the Council of Costile, who
first, by an adulatory address, and then by a depu-
tation of their body despatched persomally to Bay-
onnae, hailed the expected resuscitation of the Spa-
nish monarchy as a certain and infallible eonse-
quenwe of the threne being possessed by a relation
of the great Napoleon. Other bodies of conse-
quence were prevailed upon to send similar ad-
dresses ; and one in the name of the city of Madrid,
its strests siill slippery with.ghe blood of its citi-
aens, was despatched to express the congratulations
of the capital, The summons of Murat, as Lieu-
tenant-General of King Charles, and afterwards
one froxm Buonaparte, as possessed of the sovereign
power by the cession of that feeble monarch, con-
voked the proposad meeting of the Notables at
Bayonue on 15th June ; and the members so sum-
moned began to depart fram such places as were
under the immediate influence of the French ar-
mies, in order to give their attendance upon the
propased convocation.

The news of the insurrection of Madrid, on the
2d May, bad in the meantime communicated itself
with the speed of electricity to the most remote
provinces of the kingdom; and everywhere, like
an alsrm-signal, had inspired the most impassioned
spirit of opposition to the invaders, The kingdom,
from all its provinces, cried out with one voice for
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war and vengeance; and the movement was so
universal and simultaneous, that the general will
seemed in a great measure to overcome or despise
every disadwantage, which comld arise from the
suddenness of the event, and the unprepared state
of the country.

The oceupation of Madrid might have been of
more importance to check and derange the move-
ments of the Spanizh nation at large, if that capital
had borne exactly the same relation to the king-
dom which other mettopolises of Europe usually
occapy to theits, and which Paris, in particular,
bears towards France. But Spain consists of seve-
ral separate provinces, formerly distinct sovereign-
ties, which having been united under the same so-~
vereign by the various modes of inheritance, treaty,
or conquest, still retein their separate laws; smd
though sgreeing in the general fentures of the na-
tional character, have shades of distinction which
distinguish them from each other. Biscay, Galicia,
Catalonia, Andalusia, Valencia, and other lesser
dominions of Spain, each had their capitals, their
internal government, and the means of providing
themselves for resistance, though Madrid was lost.
The patriotic spirit broke out in all parts of Spain
at once, excepting where the French sctually pos-
sessed large garrisons, and even there the spirit of
the people was sufficiently manifest. ‘The call for
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resistance usually began smong the lower.class of
the inhabitents. But in such instanees as their na-
tarsl leaders and superviors declared themselves
frabkly for the same cause, the insurgests arrang-
od themselves quietly in the ranks of sabordina-
tion patural to them, and the measures which the
tims rendered necessary were adopted with vigour
and unanimity. In other instances, when the per-
sons in possession of the authority opposed them-
selves to the wishes of the people, or gave them
reason, by tergiversation and affectation of delay,
to believe they were not sincere im the esuse of
the country, the fury of the people broke oat, sad
they indolged their vindictive temper by the most
bloody excesses. At Valencia in particular, before
the insurrection could be organised, a wretched
priest, called Calvo, had headed the rabble in the
massacre of upwards of two hundred Freunch re.
siding within the city, who were guiltless of sny
offence, except their being of that country. The
governor of Cadiz, Solano, felling under popular
suspicion, was, in like manner, put to death; and
similar bloody scenes signalised the bresking out
of the insurrection in different parts of the Pen-
insula.

Yet, among these bursts of popular fury, there
were mixed great signs of calmness and national sa-
gacity. Thearrangements made for organising their
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defence, were wisely adopted. The sapreme power
of ench district was vested in a Junta, or Select
Committee, who were chosen by the people, and in
genersl the selection was judicionsly made. These
bodies were necessarily independent in their respec-
tive governments, but,a friendly communication was
actively maintained among them, and by common
consent a deference was paid to the Junta of Seville,
the Iargest and richest town in Spain, after Madrid,
and whose temporary governors chanced, generally
speaking, to be meitfof integrity and talents.

These provisional Juntas proceeded to act with
much vigour. The rich were called upon for pa-
triotic contribations. The clergy were requested
to send the church plate to the mint. The poor
were enjoined to enter the ranks of the defenders of
the country, or to labour on the fortifications which
the defences rendered necessary. All these calls
were willingly obeyed, The Spanish soldiery,
wherever situated, turned invariably to the side of
the conntry, and the insurrection had not broken
out many days, when the whole nation assumed a
formidable aspect of general and permanent re-
sistance. Let us, in the meantime, edvert to the
conduct of Napoleon.

That erisis, of which Buonaparte had expressed
so much apprehension in his prophetic letter to
Murat—the commencement of that war, which was
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to be so long in arriving st a close~chad taken
place in the streets of Madrid on the second of
May; and the slaughter of the inhabitants, with
the suhseqnent exescutions by the orders of Murat,
had given the signal for the popular fermentation
theonghout Spain, which soon attained the extent
we have just described.

The news arrived at Bayonne on the very day
on which the terrible scene took place between the
Queen and her son; and the knowledge that blood
had been spilled, became an additional reason for
urging Ferdinand to authenticate the cession which
Napoleon had previously received from the band
of the week old King. To force forward the
transaction without a moment’a delsy; to acquire
a right such as he could instantly make nse of as
a pretext to employ his superior force and disci-
plined army, became now a matter of the last im-
portance; and Cevallas avers, that, in order to
overcome Ferdinand’s repugnance, Napoleon used
language of the most violent kind, commanding
his captive to choose betwixt death and acquies-
cence in his pleasnre. The French Emperor suc.
ceeded in this point, as we have already shown,
and he now proceeded to the execution of his ul-
timate purpose, without condescending to notice
that the people of Spain were a party concern-
ed in this change of rulers, and that they were
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in arms in all her provinces for the purpose of op-
ing it.

To the French public, the insurrection of Ma-
drid was described a5 8 inere popular explosion,
althongh, pethaps for the purpose of striking tervor,
the numbers of the Spanish who fell were exsg-
gerated from s few hundreds to ¢ some thousands
of the worst disposed wretches of the capital,”
whose destruction was stated to be matter of joy
and c¢ongratulation to all good citizens, On the yet
more formidable insurrections through Spain in
general, the Moniteur observed an absolute silence.
It sppeared as if the French troops had been every-
where received by the Spanish people as liberators;
and as if the proud nation, which possessed so many
ages of fame, was waiting her doom from the plea-~
sure of the French Emperor, with the same pas-
sive spirit exhibited by the humble republics of
Venice or Genoa.

Buonaparte proceeded on the same plan of dis-
guise, and seemed himself not to notice those signs
of general resistance which he took care to conceal
from the public. 'We have already mentioned the
proceedings of the Assembly of Notables, whom he
affected to consider as the representatives of the
Spanish nation, though summoned by a foreign
prince, weeting within a foreign land, and possess-
ing no powers of delegation enabling them, under
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any legal form, to dispose of the rights of the mean-
est hamlet in Spain, Joseph, who arrived at Bay-
onne on the fifth of June, was recognised by these
cbeequions personages; received their homage; a-
greed to guarantee their new constitution, and pro-
mised happiness to Spain, while he oniy allnded to
the existence of discontents in that kingdom, by
expressing his intention to remain ignorant of the
particulars of such ephemeral disturbances.

At length Napoleon, who had convoked this
eompliant body, thought proper to give them eudi-
ence before their return to their own country. It
is said he was tired of a farce to which few were
disposed to give any weight or consequence. At
least he was so much embarrassed by a conecious-
ness of the wide distinction between the real con-
dition in which he was placed, and that which he
was desirous of being thought to hold, that he lost,
on this occasion, his usual presence of mind; was
embarrassed in his manner ; repeated from time to
time phrases which had neither meaning nor pro-
priety; and took a brief adieu of his astonished an-
dienoe, who were surprised to see how much the
consciousness of the evil part he was acting had
confused his usual sudacity of assertion, and check-
ed the fluency of his general style of elocution.

"Lhe brothers then parted, and Joseph prepared
to accomplish the destinies shaped out for him by
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his brother, while Napoleon returned to the capital
of his augmented empire. The former did not tra-
vel fast or far, althongh the Moniteurs announced
nothing save the general joy testified by the Spa-
niards at his reception, amd the serenades perform-
ed by the natives on their guitars from night till
morning under the windows of their new sovereiga.
The sounds by which he was in reality surround-
ed, were of & sterner and more warlike charaeter.
The tidings of insurrection, imperfectly heard and
reluctantly listened to, on the northern side of the
Pyrenees, were renewed with astounding and over-
powering reiteration, asthe intrusive Kingapproach-
ed the stene of his proposed usurpation. He was in
the condition of the buntsman, who, expecting that
the tiger is at his mercy, and secured in the toils,
has the unpleesing surprise of finding him free, and
irritated to frenzy. It wasjudged proper, as Joseph
possessed no talents of & military order, that he
shouald remain at Vittoria until the measures adopt-
ed by his brother’s generals might secure him a
free and safe roed to the capital. It is singular,
that the frontier town which thus saw his early he-
sitation at entering upon his undertaking, was also
witness to its final and disgraceful conclusion, by
the final defeat which he received there in 1818,
No doubts or forebodings attended the retorn of
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Napoleon to Paris. 'The eyes of the Freneh were
too much dazmled by the splendW¥ acquisition to
the Great Empire, which was supposed to have been
secared by the measures taken st Bayonne, to per-
mit them to exxmine the basis of violence and in-
justice on which it was to be founded, The union
of France and Spsin under kindred monarchs, had
been long accounted the masterpiece of Louis
XIV.)’s policy; and the French now saw it, to out-
ward appearance, on the point of accomplishment,
at the simple wish of the wonderful Man, who had
erscted France into the Mistress of the World,
and whose vigour in forming plans for her yel aug-
menting grandeur, was only equalled by the celerity
with which they were carried into execution,
Buonaparte had indeed availed himself to the
utmost of that art of seducing and acting apon the
imagination of the French people, in which he ac~
cused the Directory of being deficient. He had
strung the popular feeling in such a manner, that it
was sure to respond to almost every note which he
chose to strike uponit. The love of national glory,
in itself a praise-worthy attribute, becomes a vice
when it rests on sucoess accomplished by means
inconsistent with honour and integrity. These un-
favourable parts of the picture he kept in shade,
while, as an ariful picture-dealer, he threw the full
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lights on those which snnounced the augmented
grandeur and happiness of France, The nation,
always willing listeners to their own praises, were
contented to see with the eyes of their ruler; and
at no period in his life did Buonaparte appear to
be in such a genuine degree the pride and admira~
tion of France as when returning from Bayonne,
after having, in his attempt to seize upon the crown
of Spain, perpetrated a very great crime, and at
the same time committed an egregious folly.

The sppearance of brilliant success, however,
had its usual effect upon the multitude. In his re-
turn throngh Pau, Thoulouse, Montauban, and the
other towns in that district, the Emperor was re-
ceived with the honours due to a demi-god. Their
antique and gloomy streets were arched over with
laurels, and strewed with flowers; the external
walls of their houses were covered with tapestry,
rich hangings, and splendid paintings; the popu-
lation crowded to meet the Emperor, and the may-
ors, or prefects, could scarce find language enough
to exaggerate what was the actual prevailing tone
of admiration towards Napoleon’s person. Bour-
deaux alone exhibited a melancholy and silent ap-
pearance. But Nantes and La Vendée, so distin-
guished as faithful to the Bourbon cause, seemed
to join in the general feeling of the period; and
the population of these countries rushed to con-
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gratulate him, who had with a strong hand plucked
from the throne the last reigning branch of that il-
lustrious house. The gods, says & heathen poet,
frequently punish the folly of mortals by granting
their own ill-chosen wishes. In the present ease,
they who rejoiced in the seeming acquisition of
Spein to the French empire, could not foresee that
it was to cost the lives of a million of Frenchmen ;
and he who received their congratulations was to-
taily unaware, that he had been digging under his
ewn feet the mine by which he was finally to be
destroyed.
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CHAPTER VIL

Plans of Defence of the Spanish Juntas—defeated by the
ardowur qf the Insurrectionary Armics——Crucelty of the
French Troops, and inveteracy of the Spantords.—
Successes of the Inraders—Defeat of Rio Seocp.-
receplion—Duhesme compelled to relreat to Barcelona,
and Moncey from before Valencia.~—Defeat of quxmt
by Castanas at Baeylen— His Army survenders Pri-
soners of War.— Effects of this Vietory and Capitulas
tion— Unreasonable expectations of the British Publie,
—Joseph leaves Madrid, and retires to Vittoria.—De-
Jence of Zaragossa.

SurroUNDED by insurrection, as we have stated
them to be, the French Generals who had entered
Spain entertained no fear but that the experience
of their snperiority in military skill and discipline,
would soon teach the Spaniards the folly of their
unavailing resistance. The invading armies were
no longer commanded by Murat, who had returned
to France, to proceed from thence to take posses-
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sion of the throne of Naples, vacant by the promo-
tion of Joseph, as in eatlier life he might have at-
tained a higher step of military rank, in consequence
of regimental succession. Savary, who had, as we
have seen, a principal share in directing Ferdinand’s
mind towards the fatal journey to Bayonne, remain-
ed in command at Madrid, and endeavoured, by a
general system of vigorous effort in various direc-
tions, to put an end to the insurrection, which had
now become general wherever the French did not
possess such preponderating armed force, as ren-
dered opposition impossible. 'We can but hint at
the character which the war assumed even at the
outset, and touch generally upon its more import-
ant incidents.

The Spanish Juntas had wisely recommended to
their countrymen to avoid getreral engagements,—to
avail themselves of the difficulties of various kinds
which their country presents 1o an army of inva-
ders,—fto operate upon the flanks, the rear, and the
communications of the French,—and to engage the
enemy in a war of posts, in which courage and natu-
ral instinct bring the native sharpshooter more upon
a level with the trained and practised soldier, than
the professors of military tactics are at 21l times wil-
ling to admit. But although this planwas excellently
laid down, and in part adhered to, in which case it
seldom failed to prove snccessful, yet on many occa-
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sions it became impossible for the Spanish leaders
to avoid more general actions, in which defeat and
loss were usually inevitable. The character of the
insurrectionary armies, or rather of the masses of
armed citizens so called, led to many fatal errors
of this kind. They were confident in their own
numbers and courage, in proportior to their igno-
rance of the superiority which discipline, the pos-
session of cavalry and artillery, and the power of
executing combined and united movements, must
always bestow upon regular forces. They wereal-
so impatient of the miseries necessarily brought ap-
on the country by a protracted and systematic war
of mere defence, and not less unwilling to bear the
continued privations to which they themselves were
exposed. On some occasions, opposition on the
part of their officers to their demand of being led
against the enemy, to put au end, as they hoped,
to the war, by one brave blow, was construed into
cowardice or treachery; and falling under the sus~
picion of either, was a virtual sentence of death to
the suspected person, Sometimes, also, these in~
surrectionary bodies were forced to a general ac-
tion, which they would willingly have avoided, «i-
ther by want of provisions, with which they were
indifferently supplied at all times, or by the supe-
rior manceuvres of a skilful enemy. In most of
the actions which took place from these various
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causes, the French discipline effectually prevailed
over the undisciplined courage of the insorgents,
and the patriots were defeated with severe loss.
On these occasions, the cruelty of the conquer-
ors too frequently sullied their victory, and mate-
rialiy injured the canse in which it was gained.
Affecting to consider the Spaniards, who appeared
in arms to oppose a foreign yoke and an intrusive
king, as rebels taken in the fact, the prisoners who
fell into the hands of the French were subjected to
military execution; and the villages where they
had met with opposition were delivered up to the
licentious fury of the soldier, who spared neither
sex nor age, The French perhaps remembered,
that some such instances of sanguinary severity, in
the commencement of the Italian campaigns, had
compelled the insurgents of Lombardy to lay down
their arms, and secured the advantages which Na«
poleon had gained by the defeat of the Austrian
forces, But in Spain the result was extremely
different. Every strocity of this kind was a new
injury to be avenged, and was resented as such by
& nation at no time remarkable for forgiveness of
wrongs, The sick, the wounded, the numerous
stragalers of the French army, were, when they fell
into the hands of the Spaniards, which frequently
happened, treated with the utmost barbarity; and
this retaliation hardening the heart, and jnflaming
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the passions of either party as they suffered by it
in turn, the war assumed a savage, bloody, and a-
trocious character, which seemed to have for its ob-
ject not the subjection, but the extermination of
the vanquished.

The character of the country, very unfavourable
to the French mode of supporting their troops at
the expense of the districts through which they
marched, added to the inveteracy of the struggle.
Some parts of Spain are no doubt extremely fertile.
but there are also immense tractsof barren plains, or
unproductive mountains, which afford bat a scanty
support to the inhabitants themselves, and are to-
tally inadequate to supply the additional wants of an
invading army. In such districts the Marauders, to
be suecessful in their task of collecting provisions,
had to sweep a large tract of country on each side
of the line of march,—gn operation the more diffi-
cult and dangerous, that though the principal highs
roads through Spain are remarkably good, yet the
lateral communications connecting them with the
countries which they traverse are of the worst pos-
sible description, and equally susceptible of being
defended by posts, protected by ambuscades, or
altogether broken up, and rendered impervious to
an invader. Hence it was long since said by Henry
1V., that if a general invaded Spain with a smpll
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arhy, he must be defeated—if with a large one, he
must be starved; and the gigantic undertaking of
Boonaparte appeared by no means unlikely to fail,
either from the one or the other reason,

At the first movement of the French columns
into the provinces which were in insurrection, victo-
ry seemed everywhere to follow the invaders, Le-
febvre Desnouettes defeated the Spaniards in Ar-
ragon on the 9th of June; General Bessieres beat
the insurgents in many partial actions in the same
month, kept Navarre and Biscay in subjection, and
overawed the insurgents in Old Castile. These,
however, were but petty advantages, compared to
thet which he obtained, in a pitched battle, over
two united armies of the Spaniards, consisting of
the forces of Castile and Leon, joined to those of
Galicia.

The first of these armies was commanded by
Cuesta, described, by Southey, as a brave old man,
energetic, hasty, and headstrong, in whose resolute,
untractable, and decided temper, the elements of the
Spanish character was strongly marked. His army
was full of zeal, but in other respects in such a state
of insubordination, that they had recently murdered
one of the general officers ageinst whom they har-
boured some rashly adopted suspicions of treachery.
The Galician army was in the same disorderly con-
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ditions and they also had publicly torn to pieces
their general, Filangieri, upon no further apparent
cause of suspicion than that he bad turned his
thoughts rather to defensive than offensive opera-
tions, Blake, 8 good soldier, who enjoyed the con-
fidence of the army, but whose military talents
were not of the first order, succbeded Filangieri in
his dangerous command, and having led his Gali~
cian levies to form a junction with Cuesta, they
now proceeded together towards Burgos, The two
generals differed materiglly in opinion. Cuesta,
though he had previously suflered a defeat from the
French near Cabezon, was for hazarding the event
of a battle, moved probably by the difficulty of keep-
ing together and maintaining their disorderly for-
ces; while Blake, dreading the superiority of the
French discipline, deprecated the risk of a general
action, Bessieres left them no choice on the sub-
ject. He came upon them, when posted near Me-
dina del Rio Secco, where, on the 14th July, the
combined armies of Galicia and Castile received
the most calamitous defeat which the Spaniards
had yet sustained. The patriots fought most brave-~
ly, and it was said more than twenty thousand slain
were buried on the field of battle.

Napoleon received the news of this victory with
exultation, ¢ It is,” he said, * the battle of Villa
Vicipsa. Bessieres has put the crown on Joseph's
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head. ‘The Spaniards,” he added, * have now per-
haps fifteen thousand men left, with some old block-
head nt their head ;—the resistance of the Penin-
sula is ended.” In fact the victory of Medina del
Rio Secco made the way open for Joseph to ad-
vance from Vittoria to Madrid, where he arrived
without molestation. He entered the capital in
state, but without receiving any popular greetings,
save what the municipal authorities found them-
selves compelled to offer. The money which was
scattered amongst the populace was picked up by
the French alone, and by the French alone were
the theatres filled, which had been thrown open to
the public in honour of their new prince.

In the meantime, however, the advantages ol
tained by Bessieres in Castile seemed fast in the
course of being outbalanced by the losses which
the Irench sustained in the other provinces.
Duhesme, with those troops which had so treach-
erously possessed themselves of Barcelona and
Figueras, seems, at the outset, to have entertained
litile doubt of being able, not only to maintain
himself in Catalonia, but even to send troops to
assist in the subjugation of Valencia and Arra-
gon. But the Catalonians are, and have always
been, a warlike people, addicted to the use of
the gun, and naturally disposed, like the Tyrolese,
Lo act as sharpshooters. Undismayed by several
partial losses, they made good the strong mountain-
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pass of Bruch and other defiles, and, after various
actions, compelled the French general to retreat
towards Barcelona, with a loss both of men apd
character.

An expedition undertaken by Marshal Moncey
against Valencia, was marked with deeper disaster.
He obtained successes, indeed, over the insurgents
as he advanced towards the city; but when he
ventured an attack on the place itself, in hopes of
carrying it by a sudden effort, he was opposed by
all the energy of a general popular defence. The
citizens rushed to man the walls,—-the monks, with
a sword in one hand and a crucifix in the other,
encouraged them to fight, in the name of God and
thetr King,—the very women mingled in the com-
bat, bringing smmunition and refreshments to the
combatants, Every attempt to penetrate into the
city was found unavailing; and Moncey, disap-
pointed of meeting with the reinforcements which
Duhesme was to have despatched him from Barce-
lona, was obliged to abandon his enterprise, and
to retreat, not without being severely herassed,
towards the main Freach army, which occupied
Old and New Castile,

It was not common in Napoleon’s wars for his
troops and generals to be thus disconcerted, foiled,
and obliged to abandon a purpose which they had
adopted. DBut a worse and more decisive fate was
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to attend the division of Dupont, than the disap-
pointments and losses which Duhesme had experi~
enced in Catalonia, and Moncey before Valencia.

8o early as Murat’s first occupation of Madrid,
he had despatched Dupont, an officer of high repu-
tation, towsrds Cadiz, of which he named him go-
verpor. ‘This attempt to secure that important
city, and protect the French fleet which lay in its
harbours, seems to have been judged by Napaleon
premature, probably becanse be was desirous to
leave the passage open for Charles IV. to have
made his escape from Cadiz to South America, in
casg he should se determine. Dupont’s march,
therefore, was countermanded, and he remained
stationary at Toledo, until the disposition of the
Andalusians, and of the inhabitants of Cadiz, show-
ing itself utterly inimical to the French, he once
more received orders to advance at all risks, and
secure that important sea-port, with the French
squadron which was lying there. The French ge-
neral moved forward accordingly, traversed the
chain of wild mountsirs coelled Sierra Morens,
which the tale of Cervantes has rendered classieal,
forced the passage of the river Guadalquiver at the
bridge of Arcoles, advanced to, and subdued, the
ancient town of Cordova.

Dupont had thus reached the frontiers of Anda-
lusia; but the fate of Cadiz was already decided.
That rich commercial city had embraced the patrio-
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tic cauve, and the Frerich squadron was in the hands
of the Spaniards; Seville was in complete insurrec-
tion, and its Junta, the most active in the kingdom
of Spain, were organizing large forces, and adding
them daily to a regular body of ten thousand men,
under General Castanos, which had occupied the
camp of St Rocque, near Gibraltar.

If Dupont had ventured onward in the state in
which matters were, he would have rushed on too
unequal odds. On the other hand, his situation at
Cordovs, and in the neighbourhood, was precarious.
He was divided from the main French army by the
Sierra Morena, the passes of which were infested,
and might almost be said to be occupied, by the
insurgent mountaineers; and he was exposed to be
atiacked by the Andalusian army, so soon as their
general might think them adequate to the task.
Dupont solicited reinforcements, therefore, as well
from Portugal as from the French army in the Cas-
tiles; such reinforcements being absolutely neces-
sary, not merely to his advancing into Andalusia,
but to his keeping his ground, or even effecting a
safe retreat. Junot, who commanded in Portugal,
occupied at once by the insurrection of the natives
of that country, and by the threatened descent of
the English, was, as we shall hereafter see, in no
situation to spare Dupont the snccours he desired.
But two brigades, under Generals Vedel and Go-
bert, joined Dupont from Castile, after experienc-
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ing some loss of rather an ominous character, for
it could neither be returned nor avenged, from the
armed peasantry of the Sierra,

These reinforcements asugmented Dupont’s divi-
sion to twenty thonsand men, a force which was
thought adequate to strike a decisive blow in An-
dalusia, providing Castanos could be brought to ha-
zard a general action. Dupont sccordingly put him-
self in motion, occupied Baylen and La Ceroling in
Andalusia, and took by storm the old Moorish
town of Jaen. The sagacious old Spanish general
had in the meantime been bringing his new levies
into order, and the French, afier they had posess-
ed themselves of Jaen, were surprised to find them-
selves attacked there with great vigour and by su-
perior forces, which compelled them, after a terrible
resistance, to evacuate the place and retire to Bay-
len. From thence, Dupont wrote despatches to
Savary at Madrid, stating the difficnlties of his si-
tuation, His men, be said, had no supplies of
bread, save from the corn which they reaped, grind-
ed, and baked with their own hands-the peasants,
who were wont to perform the country labour,
had left their harvest-work to take up arms-
the insurgents were becoming daily more sudaci-
ous—they were assuming the offensive, and strong
reinforcements were necessary to enable him either
to maintain his ground, or do anything consider-
able to annoy the enemy. These despatches fell
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into the hands of Castanos, who acted upon the in-
formation they afforded.

On the 16th July, two large divisions of the Spa-
niards attacked the French on different points, and,
dislodging them from Baylen, drove them back on
Menjibar; while Castanos, at the head of a large
force, overawed Dupont, and prevented his moving
to the assistance of his generals of brigade, one of
whom, Gobert, was killed in the action. On the
night of the 18th, another battle commenced, by an
attempt on the part of the I'rench torecover Baylen.
The troops on both sides fought desperately, but
the Spaniards, conscious that succours were at no
great distance, made good their defence of the vil-
lage, The action continued the greater part of the
day, when, after =n honourable attempt to redeem
thie victory, by a desperate charge at the head of all
his forces, Dupont found himself defeated on all
points, and so inclosed by the superior force of the
Spaniards, as rendered his retreat impossible, He
had 1o resource except capitulation, He was com-
pelled to surrender himself, and the troops under
his immediate command, prisoners of war. But, for
the division of Vedel, which had not been engaged,
and was less hard pressed than the other, it was
stipulated, that they should be sent back to France
in Spanish vessels. This part of the convention of
Baylen was afterwards broken by the Spaniards,
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and the whole of the French army were detained
close prisoners, They were led to this act of bad
faith, partly by an opinion that the French gene-
rals had been too cunning for Castanos in the con-
ditions they obtained,~—partly from the false idea,
that the perfidy with which they had acted towards
Spain, dispensed with the obligations of keeping
terms with them,—and partly st the instigation
of Morla, the successor of the unhappy Solazro,
who scrupled not to recommend to his countrymen
that sacrifice of honour to interest, which he himself
afterwards practised, in abandoning the cause of his
country for that of the intrusive King.

The battle and subsequent capitulation of Baylen.
was in itself a very great disaster, the most impost-
ant which had befellen the French arms sinee the
atar of Buonaparte arosey~the furce Coudine, as
he himself called it, of his military history. More
then three thousand Frenchmen had been lost in the
action,—seventeen thousand had surrendered them-
selves,— Andalusia, the richest part of Spsin, was
freed from the French armies,—and the wealthy cities
of Seville and Cadiz had leisure to employ a nume-
rous force of trained population, and their treasures,
in support of the national cause. Accordingly, the
tidings which Napoleon received whileat Bourdeaux,
filled him with an agitation similar to that of the Ro-
man Emperor, when he demanded from Varus his
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lost legions. But the grief and anxiety of Buona-
parte was better founded than that of Augustus.
The latter lost only soldiers, whose loss might be
supplied ; but the battle of Baylen dissolved that
idea of invincibility attached to Napoleon and his
fortunés, which, like a talisman, had so often pal-
sied the counclls and disabled the exertions of his
enemies, who felt, in opposing him, as if they were
predestined victims, struggling against the dark
current of Destiny itself. The whole mystery, too,
and obscurity, in which Buonaparte had involved
the affairs of Spain, concealing the nature of the in-
terest which he held in that kingdom, and his gi-
gantic plan of annexing it to his empire, were at
once dispelled, The tidings of Dupont’s surren-
der operated like a whirlwind on the folds of a tor-
pid mist, and showed to all Europe, what Napoleon
most desired to conceal,~—that he was engaged in
n national conflict of a kind so doubtful, that it had
commenced by a very great foss on the side of
France ; and that he was thus engaged purely by his
own unprincipled ambition. That his armies could
be defeated, and brought to the necessity of sur-
rendering, was now evident to Spain and to Eu-
rope. The former gathered courage to perist in
an undertaking so hopefuily begun, while nations,
now under the French domination, caught hope
for themselves while they watched the struggle;
VOL. VL. o



250 LIT! UF

and the <pell being brohen whick bad rendered
them submissive to their fate, they cherished the
prospect of speedily emulating the contest, which
they at present only witnessed.

Yot were these inspiriting consequences of the
victory of Castanos attended with some counter-
balancing inconveniences, both as the event affect-
ed the Spaniards themselves, and the other na-
tions of Europe. [t fostered in the ranks of Spain
their national vice, and excess of presumption and
confidence in their own valour ; useful, perhaps, <o
far as it gives animation in the moment of battle,
but most harardous when it occasions inattention
to the previous precautions which are always neces-
sary 1o sceure victory, and which are so often ne-
glected in the Spanish aimies.  In short, while the
success at Daylen induced the Spaniards to reject
the advice of experience and skill, when to follow
it might have secmed to entertain o doubt of the
fortunes of Spain, it encouraged also the most un-
reasonable expectations in the other countries of
Europe, and especially in Grear Britain, where
men’s wishes in a favourite cause are so easily con-
verted into hopes.  Without observing the various
concurrences of circumstances which had contri-
buted to the victory of Baylen, they considered it as
a scene which might easily be repeated elsewhere,
whenever the Spaninrds should display the same
energy: aud thus, beenuse the patriots had achiev-
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vd one great and difficult task, they expected from
them on all occasions, not miracles only, but some-
times even impossibilities. 'When these unreason-
able expectations were found groundless, the poli-
ticians who had entertained them wcre so much
chagrined and disappoeinted, that, hurrying into the
opposite extreme, they became doubtful cither of
the zcal of the Spanish nation in the eause for which
they were fighting, or thewr power of maintaining
an effectnal resistance.  And this, to ase the serip-
tural plirase, the love of many waved eold, and men
of a desponding «pirit were melined to wish the aid
of Britain withdrawn from a contest which they re-
garded as hopelcse. and that those supplies should
be discontnued, on which sts womtenance ina great
measure depended,

The event of Baxion was not hnown at Madrid
till eight or ten day~ after w hod taken place; hat
when it arrnveda, Joseph Buonapaie, the intrasne
King, plamly saw that the capital wis no loager a
safe residence for himy, and prepared for his retreat,
He gencroudy eme feave tath o div ieals cop-
posing s aevam tr o, e e L 1eohes iy for-
thes, o tthe Ui no onal 0t ey proteered
wioand wasng Maded, s v aod o Vittona,
wiene. ~ccurcr oo Frew b aoevom el at e
sreat dirtwice to e bt L B e s
abide the event o ths v

()
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Another memorable achievement of the Spanish
eonflict, which served perhaps better than even the
victory of Baylen to evince the character of the re-
sistance offered to the French, wns the immortal
defence of Zaragossa, the capital of Arragon. This
ancient city was defenceless, excepting for the old
Gothic, or Roman or Moorish wall, of ten feet high,
by which it is surrounded, and which is in most
places a mere curtain, without flankers or returning
engles of any kind, Tts garrison consisted chiefly of
the citizens of the place; and its governor, a young
nobleman, caliecd Don Joscph Palafox, who was
chosen Ceptain-general because he happened to be
in the vicinity, had hitherto been only distinguish-
ed by the share he had taken in the frivolous gaie-
ties of the court. The city thus possessing no im-
portant advantages of defence, and the French ge-
neral in Arragon, Lefebvre Desnouettes, having
defeated such of the insurgents as had shown them-
selves in the field, he conceived hie had only to ad-
vance, in security of occupying the capital of the
province. DBut there never was on earth a defence
in which the patriotic courage of the defenders sus-
tained so long, and baffled so effectually, the as-
seults of an enemy provided with all those military
advantages, of which they themselves were totally
destitute.

On the 15th of June, the French attempted to
carry the place by a cowp-de-main, in which they
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failed with great loss. On the 27th, reinforced and
supplied with a train of mortars, they made & more
regnlar effort, and succeeded in getting possession
" of & suburb, called the Terrero. They then began
to invest the place more closely, showered bombs on
its devoted edifices, and amid the conflagration oc-
casioned by these missiles of destruction, attempted
to force the gates of the city at different points. All
the Zaragossians rushed to man their defences—
condition, age, even sex, made no difference; the
monks fought abreast with the laity, and several
women showed more than masculine courage.
Lefebvre was insensed by a defence of a place,
which, according to all common rules, was unten-
able. He forgot the rules of war in his turn, and
exposed his troops to immense loss by repeatedly
attempting to carry the place at the bayonet’s point.
Meanwhile ammunition ran scarce—but the citizens
contrived to manufacture gunpowder in consider-
able quantities. Famine came—its pressure was
submitted to. Sickness thinned the ranks of the
defenders—those who survived willingly performed
the duty of the absent. It was in vain that the
large convent of Santa Engracia, falling into the
hands of the besiegers, enabled them to push their
posts into the town itself. The French general an-
nounced this success in a celebrated summons :—
% Santa Engracia—Capitulation.” % Zaragossa—
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o 10 the kaife’s blade,” was the equally Jaconic
answer. The threat was made good—the citizens
fought from street to street, from house to house,
from chamber to chamber—the contending parties ”
often occupied "different apartments of the same
house—the pussages which connected them were
choked with dead, After this horrid contest had
continued for several weeks, the gallant defence of
Zaragossa excited at once the courage and sympa-
thy of those who shated the sentiments of its heroie
garrison and eitizens, aud a considerable reinforce-
ment was thrown into the place in the beginning
of August.  After this the citivens began 1o gain
ground in gl their skirmishes with the invaders ; the
uew s of Dupont’s swrrender became publiely hnown,
winl Lefebyre, on the 13th of Angust, judged it most
prutknt to cvacuate the guarter of the eity which
be possessed. e blew up the church of Santa
Engracit, and wt fire to scveral of the houses
wlich he had gained, aud finally retreated frow
the city which had so valiantly resisted his arms.
The spirit of indomitable cenrage which the Spa-
niards manifested on this oceasion, hay perhaps no
equal in history, excepting the defence of Numan-
tium by their ancestors. It served, even more than
the victury of Baylen, to extend hope and confidence
in the patriotic cause ; aud the country which had
rroduced such men a= Palatox amd his followers.
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was, with much shiow of probability, declared un-
conquerable.

1t is now necessary Lo trace the effects which this
important revolution produced, as well in Xagland,
as in the Portuguese part of the Peninsula,
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CHATTER VIIIL

Zeal of Britain with regard to the Spanish struggle.~Ii
is resolved to send an Expedrtion to Portugal.—Retro-
spect of what had passed in that Country.~Portuguese
Assembly of Notalies summoned to Baymw;fgnm
Singular Audience of Buonapart, —Effects of the Spa-
nish Success on Pg‘tuyaf.—Sir Artfeﬁ:r ellesley—
His Character as a General—Despatehed at the hend
of the Expedition to Portugal--dttacks and defeats the
French at Rolissu— The Insnrrertion becomes wide and
general— Buttle and Vietory of Vimeira.— Sir Harry
Rurrard Neale assumes the command, and frustrates
the results proposed by Sir Arthur Wellesley from the
BatilSir Herry Burrard 1s superseded by Sir Hew
Dalrymple ; so that the British Army has three Gene-
rals within twenty-four hours.— Convention of Cintra
—Tes Unpopularity in Englund—A Court of Inquiry
i3 held,

‘Tuzre is nothing more praiseworthy in the Bri-
tish, or rather in the English character,—for it is
they who in this respect give tone to the general
feelings of the other two British nations,~—than the
noble candour with which, laying aside all petty and
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factious considerations, they have at all times unit-
ed in the same springtide of sentiment, when the
object in question was in itself heart-stirring and
generous. At no time was this unison of sentiment
more universally felt and expressed, than when the
news became general through Britain that the Spa-
nish nation, the victim of an anparalieled process of
treachery, had resolved to bresk through the toils
by which they were inclosed, and vindicate their
national independence at the hazard of their lives,
% The war,” says the elegant historian, * to whose
labours we are so much indebted in this part of our
subject, * assumed a higher and holiet character,
and men looked to the issue with faith as well as
hope.” Both these were the brighter that theyseem-
ed to have arisen out of the midnight of scepticism,
concerning the existence of public spirit in Spain.
It became the universal wish of Britain, to afford
the Spaniards every possible assistance in their ho-
nourable struggle. Sheridan declared, that the pe-
riod bad arrived for striking & decisive blow for the
liberation of Europe; and another distinguished
member of Opposition, having expressed himself
with more reserve on the subject, found it neces-
sary to explain, that in doing so he disclaimed the

* Southey's History of the Peninsular War, vol. L. p. 346.



24h LIFL )1

thouglits ol abandomug the hervic Spaniards 10
their fate. But it was with particular interest, that
all lovers of their country listened to the manly de-
claration of Mr Canning, in which, disclaiming the
false and petty policy which made an especial object
of what were called peculiarly DBritish interests, he
pledged himself, and the administration to which
lie belonged, for pursuing such measures as might
ensure Spanish success, because it was that which,
considering the eause in which she was embarked,
comprehended the essential interest not of England
only, but of the world. The resolation 1o support
Spain through the struggle, lonnded as it was on
this broad and generous basis, met the universal
approbation of the country.

It yemained only to inquire in what shape the
succours of Britain should be invested, in order to
render them most advantageous to the cause of Spa-
nish independence,  Maost Spaniards seemexd to con-
cur with the deputies, who hud been hastily des-
patehed to England by the Junta of the Asturiaa.
in declining the assistance of an asxiliary army :
“ of men,” they said, © Spain had more than
enough, 7 Arms, ammunition, and clothing, weve
senty therefore, with a liberal and wisparing profu-
ston, and military oflicers of shill and experiene
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were despatched, to assist where thetr services couid
be useful to the insurgents. The war with Spain
was declared at an end, and the Spanish prisoners,
freed from confinement, clothed, and regaled at the
expense of the English, were returned to their
country in a sort of triumph.

The conduct of the Spaniards in declining the
aid of Britich troops, partly perhaps arose out of
that overweening confidence which has been else-
where noted as their great national foible, and
might be partly justified by the difficulty of com-
bining the operations of a body of native insurgents
with regular forces, consisting of foreigners, pro-
fessing a different religion, and speaking another
langnage. These objections, however, did not ap-
ply with the same force to I’ortugal, where the sub-
jectedl state of the country did not permit their na-
tional pride, though not inferior to that of the Spa-
niards, to assume so high a tone; and where, from
long alliance, the English, in despite of their being
foreigners and heretics, were ever regarded with
fuvour. IL was, therefore, resolved to send an ex-
pedition, consisting of a considerable body of troops,
Lo assist in the emancipation of Portugal, an opera-
tion for which the progress of the Spanish insur-
rection rendered the time favourable,

We left Portugal under the provisional command
of General Junot, deseribed by Napoleon himsell
as one whose vanity was only cquallod by i rapa-
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thoughts of ubandouning the heroic Spapiards to
. their fate. But it was with particular interest, that
all lovers of their country listened to the manly de-
claration of Mr Canning, in which, disclaiming the
false and pgtty policy which made an especial object
of what were called peculiarly British interests, he
pledged himself, and the administration to which
he belonged, for pursuing such measures as might
ensure Spanish success, because it was that which,
considering the cause in which she was embarked,
comprehended the essential interest not of England
only, but of the world. The resolution to support
Spain through the struggle, founded as il was on
this broad and generous basis, met the universal
approbation of the country.

It remained only to inquire in what shape the
succours of Britain should be invested, in order to
render them most advantageous to the cause of Spa-
nish independence. Most Spaniards seemed to con-
cur with the deputies, who had been hastily des-
patched to England by the Junta of the Asturias,
in declining the assistance of an auxiliary army ;
“ of men,” they said, * Spain had more than
enough.”  Arms, ammunition, and clothing, were
sent, thercfore, with a liberal and unsparing profu-
sion, and military officers of skill and experience
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were despatched, to assist where their services-could
be useful to the insurgents. The war with Spain
was declared at an end, and the Spanish prisoners,
freed from confinement, clothed, and regaled at the
expense of the English, were ret#rned to their
country in a sort of triumph,

The conduct of the Spaniards in declining the
aid of British troops, partly perhaps arose out of
that overweening confidence which has been else-
where noted as their great national foible, and
might be partly justified by the difficulty of com-
bining the cperations of a body of native insurgents
with regular forces, consisting of foreigners, pro-
fessing a different religion, and speaking another
language. These objections, however, did not ap-
ply with the same force to Portugal, where the sub-
jected state of the country did not permit their na-
tional pride, though not inferior to that of the Spa-
niards, to assume so high a tone; and where, from
long alliance, the English, in despite of their being
foreigners and heretics, were ever regarded with
favour. It was, therefore, resolved to send an ex-
pedition, consisting of a considerable body of troops,
to assist in the emancipation of Portugal, an opera-
tion for which the progress of the Spanish insur-
rection rendered the time favourable,

We left Portugal under the provisional command
of General Junot, described by Napoleon himself
as one whose vanity was only cqualled by his rapa-
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city, and whe ooridetted himself like s tyrnt otet
the anrepistiig nidives, from whom he levied the
most {ntslerable exactions.

‘There is 110 avcess to know in what mminer Na-
polson intetrded to dispose of this anclent kingdom.
The partition treaty eketoted st Fountaitrblestr,
which had been made the pretext of occupying
Portugnl; had never been in feality designed to
regulate its destinies, and was neglected on afl
gides, as much as if it never had existed. Booha-
patte subsequetitly seems to have entertained some
ideas of new-modelling the kingdom, whick caused
him to summon together at Bayonne a Diet, or
Assembly of Portuguese Notables, in order to give
ta ostensible authority to the change which he was
about to introduce.

They met him there, according to the summons;
anid, although their proceedings hed no meterial
consequences, yet, as narrated by the Abbé de
Pradt, who was present on the occasion, they form
too curious an illustration of Buonaparte’s mind and
manner to be omitted in this place. Haring heard
with indifference an address pronounced by the
Count de Lims, an ancient Portuguese noble, who
was Presidentofthe deputation, Napoleonopenéd the
business in this light and desultory way:--¢¢ I hard-
ly knvw what to make of you, gentiemen-~it must
depend on the events in Spain. And then, are you of
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consequenoe sufliciebt to constitute a separabe pee-
ple?—~bave you enough of size 4 doso? Yewr
Prince has let himself be carried off to the Bope
zils by the English—bhe bms committed a great
piece of folly, and he will not he long in repenting
of it. A prince,” he added, turning gaily to the
Abbé de Pradt, *ia like a bishop~he ought to re~
side within his charge.”—~Then again speaking to
the Count de Lima, he asked what was the pepy-
lation of Portugal, answering, at the same time,
his own question, * Two millions, is it 7

% More than three, Sire,” replied the Count.

“ Ah—] did not know that—And Lisbon—
Are there one hundred and fifiy thousand inhabi-
mtﬁ. ? »

¢ More than double that number, Sire. ”

“ Ah—1I was not aware of that. ”

Proceeding through several questions regarding
maitters in which his information did not seem more
acourate, he at length approached the prime subject
of the conference. ¢ What do yon wish to be, you
Portuguese?” he said. Do yon desire to become
Spaniards?” This guestion, even from Napoleon,
roused the whale pride of the Portuguese; foritis
well known with what ill will and jealousy they re-
gard the sister-country of the Peninsula, against
whom they have so long preserved their independ-
ence. The Count de Lima drew up his person to
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its fuli height, laid his hand on his sword, and an-
swered the insuiting demand by a loud No, which
resounded through the whole apartment. Buona.
parte was not offended, but rather amused by this
trait of national character, He broke up the meet-
ing without entering farther on the business for
which it was summoned together, and afterwards
told those about his person, thet the Count of Lima
had treated him with a superb No. He even show-
ed some personal favour to that high- spirited nohle.
man, but proceeded no farther in his correspon-
dence with the Portuguese deputies, The whole
scene is curious, as serving to’show how familar the
transference of allegiance, and alienation of sove-
reignty, was become to his mind, since, in the case
of akingdom like Portugal, of some importance were
even its ancient renown alone regarded, he could
advance to the consideration of its future state with
such imperfect knowledge of its circumstances, and
so much levity both of manner and of purpose.
Kingdoms had become the cards, which he shuffied
and dealt at his pleasure, with ail the indifference
of a practised gamester. The occasion he had for
the services of the Portuguese assembly of Notables
passed away, and the deputies of whom it had con-
sisted were sent to Bourdeaux, where they resided
in neglect and poverty until the general peace per-
mitted them to return to Portneal.
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Some hints in Buonaparte’s letter to Murat, for-
merly quoted, might induce one to:believe that the
crown of the House of Braganza was meant to be
trapsferred to his brows; but he obtained that of
Naples, and the fate of Portugal continued un-
determined, when the consequences of the Spa~
nish Revolution seemed about to put it beyond the
influence of Napoleon.

A movement so general as the revolution effect-
ed in Spain through all her provinces, could not
fail to have a sympathetic effect on the sister king-
dom of Portugal, on whom the French yoke pressed
so much more severely; not merely wounding the
pride, and destroying the independence of the coun-
try, but leading to the plunder of its resources, and
the maltreatment of the inhabitants. The spirit
which animated the Spaniards soon showed itself
among the Portuguese. Oporto, the second city in
the kingdom, sfter a first attempt at insurrection,
which the French, by aid of the timid local authori-
ties, found themselves able to suppress, made a se-
cond effort with better success, expelled the French
from the city sud the adjacent country, and pla-
ced themselves under the command of a provision-
al junta, at the head of whom was the Bishop of
Oporto. The kindling fire flew right and left in
every direction ; and at length, wherever the French
did not possess a strong and predominating armed
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force, the country was in insuzvestion againet thea,
This dil et pass without much bloodshed. The
Frendh, uniler eovmmand of Loison, marched from
thi fioutier fortress of Almeids, to suppress the
“Msrvection at Oportos but General Bilviers, n
Portuguess nobleman, who had put himself at the
head of the srmed population, managed so to
harass the enemy’s march, that be was compelled
¢o elfaadon his intention, and return to Almaida,
though his force amounted to four thousand men.
At Bejs, Leiria, Evors, and ather places, the disci-
pline of the French overcame the opposition of the
citizens and peasantry; and, in order to strike ter-
ror, the bloody hand of military execntion was ex-
tondad agsinst the unfortunate towns and districts.
But the inhumanity of the victors only served to
incrense the numbers and ferocity of their enemies.
Men who had seen their licuses burned, their
vineyards torn up, their females violated, had no
further use of life save for revenge; and when
cither numbers, position, or other advantages, gave
the Portuguese an opportunity, it was exercised
with premeditated and relentless cruelty.

Had Junot been sble to employ his full force
againet the insurgents, it is likely that in so nar-
row & country this miserable war might have been
evided by the despotic efforts of irresistible military
foree. But the French General bad spprebens