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PREFACE.

No Englishman had Litherto passed beyond the range
of lofty mountains which separates the secluded valley
of Nepaul from the north-castern parts of Bengal @ and
the public curiosity respecting that Terra Incognita®
(as 1t might then be jusdy called), was sull ungratified,
except by the vague and unsatisfuctory reports of a few
missionarics and itnerant traders, when, towards the
closc of the year 1792, an opportunity was unexpect-
edly presented o the British Government in India, of
removing the veil which had so long merposed between

* The time will probubly be recolleeted by many persons still living,

both in England and m Tudia, when Nepaul was cpoken of as another L

Dorado.
+ Principally Hindoo mendicants of the well known classes called

Gusains and Sinafies, who are at once devotees and pilgrims, beggars, sol-

diers, and merchants,
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the two countrics, and of establishing a more intimate
and bencficial connection with the Hindoo state of
Khiminda, than had yet been found practicable. Gl
this opportunity the lTate Marquis Cornwallis, who then
presided over the Briush Possessions in India, did not
neglect to avail himself.

I hat venerated nobleman had, some time before, form-
cd certain arrangements” widh the exasung authorities ol
Nepaul,which, itisto be regredted, were not followed up,
as thev would have lelt nodhing more o be wished for
by the Britsh Government: since, besides being well
calculated 1o promoie and protect the commercial inter-
coursc ol the two nations, they had a necessary tendencey
to extend and tmiprove, by degrees, all the other social
relations, to wlhich proximity of siuation naturally
INMVILCS.

Such, however, was not yet the case. The habital
jealousy of the Goorkhas. i fosiered, at least, if it was
not mllamed by the insidious representations of indivi-
duals desirous of preserving the exclusive influence,
and profitable monopoly, which that jealousy  had

* The arrangements here alluded to were negotiated by Jonathan Dun-

can, Fsq. then Resident at Benares, and now Governor of Bombay,

+ This is the usual designation of the reigning dyvnasty of Nepaul.
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enabled them to acquire, and which they saw endan-
aered by the closer approach of the two governments,
cither wholly prevented the removal, or soon led to
the revival, of many of those mmpediments to w sceure
and active trade, which i had heen the express purpose
of the recent treawy to obviate.  Accordingly, little or
no progress had been made e ellectuating che enlighe-
cned views of the framers of hat treaty, when the
course ol events scemed. on a sudden, as already in-
mated, to furnish a peculiarly favowrable occasion for
accomplishing their complete realization.

The Court of Pekin, resenting certain encroachments
which had been made by the Government ol Nepaul
upon the rights of the Lama of Tibed, whom the Ein-
peror of Ghina had. for some time past, taken under his
protection, or, mn other words, had subjected o the
Chinesce yoke, came o the resolution ol chastising the
agaressor, or (e Robler, as the Rajahv of Nepaul was
contemptuously stvled in the Chinese dispatches to Lord
Cornwallis on the occasion. For this purposc a consi-
derable wrmy was detached funder the command of a
kinsman of the Emperor), which, afier traversing the

dreary and elevated regions of Tibet, had penctrated,
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with little other opposition besides what was presented
by the nature of the intervening countries, within a
short distance of the city of Khatmanda. It was then
that the ruling power of Nepaul, which, in consequence
of the minority of the reigning Rajah, was at this
period vested in a regency, alarmed at the danger with
which it saw the kingdom menaced, earnestly implored
the assistance of the Bengal Gevernment.

This Government now beheld for the first time, the
extraordinary spectacle of a numerous Chinese force,
occupying a position, which probably afforded it a dis-
tant view of the valley of the Ganges,* and of the richest
of the East India Company’s Possessions. It is true,
that the military character of that people was not of a
stamp to excite, under any circumstances, much fear
for the safety of those Possessions from their future
enterprizes. Least of all had we any thing to apprehend
from this quarter at the period in qfxestion, when we
had just signally humbled our most formidable enemy,
and were at complete peace throughout India. Siill,

* The valley of the Ganges being clearly discernible from the summit
of Bhicem-phede (see p. 52), thereis no difficulty in believing that it may

also be visible (though not very distinctly} {rom the helghts of Dhyboon.
(See Map.)
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however, if, subduing Nepaul, the Chinese were to esta-
blish themselves permanently in our neighbourhood,
the border disputes always incident to such a situation,
would be but too liable to disturb, more or less, the
commercial relations subsisting between them, and the
East India Company in another section of Asia. No
event, therefore, was more to be deprecated than the
conquest of Nepaul by the Chinesc: and yet it would
have been a question of considerable difficulty and
delicacy how to have frustrated such a design, if it had
been actually entertained by the ihvaders. Military aid,
which was what the Regency of Nepaul had solicited of
the British Government, could not be afforded without
a direct departure from the system of policy laid down
for its general guidance by the legislature ; or without
producing the immediate suspension, if not utter anni-
hilation of our trade with Ganton. Such aid was there-
fore explicitly and steadily refused, but the assistance
which could be properly granted was readily offered.
This consisted in a tender of the mediation of our
Government for the purpose of effecting an amicable
accommodation between the belligerents, and in a propo-
sal to dispatch with all practicable expedition to the
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head quarters of the Chinese army, a British Envoy
furnished with suitable powers and instructions for the
occasion. This offer, though falling far short of what
was desired, and, perhaps, expected by the Nepaul
Regency, was, nevertheless, accepted ; and Captain
(now Colonel) William Kirkpatrick was, in consequence,
appointed to conduct the proposed negociation in con-
junction with the Court of Khatmandi.

But although the Envoy lost no time in repairing to
Patna, from whence he was to be conducted by a depu-
tation® to be sent thither for the purpose, from Nepaul,
he found at his arrival at the former place, that the
i{egency, either dubious of the efficacy of our interpo-
sition with the Chinese, or fearful of the influence which,
if successful, it might give us in their future councils,
or possibly really intimidated by the menacing attitude
of the enemy, had suddenly, and without any reference
to the British Government, concludéd such a treaty

* This deputation consisted of Bem Sih (a member of the government),
his brother, Rodur Beer (commander of the Rajah’s guards), and Deena-
nith Opadiah, the Nepaul Vakeel, usually resident at Calcutta. It was
joined on its return to Nepaul, by Bajoo Seer, half brother of the Rajah,
and a very promising youth, together with one or two others, relations of
the Rajah, who had been on a pilgrimage to Ghyah.
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with the invaders, as entirely superseded the necessity
of the proposed mediation. The treaty alluded to was
never formally communicated to the British Govern-
ment, but there is reason to believe that though it res-
cued the dominions of the Goorkhali from the more
immediate danger with which they appeared to be
threatened, it was, in other respects, by no means ho-
nourable to the rulers of that country ; especially if it
be true, as was affirmed at the time by some intelligent
persons, that a little more firmness on the part of the
Regency would speedily have compelled the Ghinese
(who had suffered greatly from sickness and scarcity,
and were not less impatient to quit Nepaul, than the
Nepaulians were to get rid of them), to solicit the ac-
commodation, which they were permitted to make a
merit of granting.

Notwithstanding, however, that the original ground
of the proposed mission was, by this means, removed,
there remained sufficient subject of discussion between
the two Governments of Bengal and Nepaul, to make
that measure still extremely desirable. Accordingly
there was not much difficulty in leading the Nepaul

ministers to this point. It would have been, at least, an
b
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ungracious return to the friendly disposition recently
manifested towards them by the Company’s Government,
if they had rudely sent back the Envoy of the latter,
after he had, as it were, advanced to their door with
their own concurrence, and in the prosecution of their
immediate interests. He therefore, some time after his
arrival at Patna, received a sufficiently pressing invitation
to proceed to Noakote, where the Rajah of Nepaul at
that time held his court ; and having obtained the ne-
cessary authority for the purpose, from hisown Govern-
ment, he proceeded thither accordingly.
~ The gentlemen who accompanied the Envoy on this
occasion, were the late Lieutenant Samuel Scott, assis-
tant to the deputation,” Lieutenant (now Major) W.
D. Knox,+in command of the military escort ; Lieu-
tenant J. Gerard 1 (attached to the escort), and Mr. Adam
Freer, as surgeon. The escort consisted of two compa-
* And afterwards Deputy Adjutant General of the Bengal army
+ Appointed in 1801, during the government of Marquis Wellesley,
resident at Khitméindd. That part of the accompanying Map which con-
tains the route of the Nepaul army, on its return from its incursion into
Tibet, was constructed on the authority of information obtained by Major
Knox, from persons holding principal commands in that army.

t Aflterwards Lieutenant Golonel, and Adjutant General of the Bengal
army.
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nies of Sepoys, and Mounlavee Abdil Kidir Khan, an in-
telligent and zealous native servant of the Company, who
had been employed by Mr. Duncan in negociating the
treaty of commerce already alluded to, and who had,
on that occasion, resided some time at Khatmandii, was
likewise attached to the mission.

It is no more than a bare act of justice to the gentle-
men who have been here named, to state, on the present
occasion, that it was impossible for any persons to have
been more studious than they were during their short
stay in Nepaul, to conciliate, by all the means in their
power, the good will, and favourable opinion of every
class of the inhabitants of that interesting country, and
it may be confidently added, that their endeavours for
this purpose were as successful, as they were unremitted.
It is equally due to the native part of the Deputation, to
observe, that their conduct was, on all occasions, cor-
respondent with that of their superiors.

The mission, of which the origin has here been ex-
plained, gave rise to the cursory observations composing
the present volume. They were thrown together in
greater haste than was perhaps entirely compatible
either with much accuracy of style, or clearness of ar-
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rangement ; and more in obedience to the orders of his
Government, than from any hope entertained by the
Writer of being able to do justice to the subject prescribed
to him. They were written, in short, expressly, if not
~ solely, for the information of that Government, and of
the Court of Directors ; and certainly with no view to
future publication. It was not, indeed, till ten years
after, on the Writer's return to England, that, after
declining to undertake the task himself, he consented,
at the instance of some private friends, that the manu-
script should, with the permission of the Court of Di-
rectors, be put into the hands of a literary gentleman
for the purpose of its being properly prepared to meet
the public eye. The Gourt of Directors, always ready
to encourage even the humblest attempts to contribute
to the stock of useful knowledge on every subject con-.
nected with India, not only assented to the proposed
publication, but agreed to patronize it with their
accustomed liberality. From this time, the fate of the
Work rested with the gentleman alluded to; and
perhaps its appearance would not have been much
longer delayed, if it had not been suggested that, as a
second mission to Nepaul had taken place, since the
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former one in 1793, and under circumstances far more
favourable to the prosecution of useful enquiry, it was
probable that much new, as well as more correct infor-
mation, relative to that country, would soon reach
‘England, which, if it did not wholly supersede the
necessity of the intended publication, might be advan-
tageously engrafied upon the latter. But the expecta-
tion thus excited was not yet fulfilled, when the death of
the proposed Editor once more arrested the progress of
the Work, which, on that occasion, passed into the hands
of the present Publisher, exactly in its original shape.

In the mean while, the latter having incurred consi-
derable ex pense in preparing the Work for the press, he
was naturally unwilling, either entirely to relinquish
the publication, or to postpone it to an indefinite
period ; especially as the additional information, in the
expectation of which so much delay had already oc-
curred, did not any longer appear likely to be obtained.
On this occasion it was his wish, and he, in conse-
quence, endeavoured, to engage the original Writer of
the observations to revise the manuscript, and to give
it the form which it was to have received from the
literary gentleman before alluded to. Being, however,
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unsuccessful in this attempt, he was reduced to the
. necessity of sending the work forth nearly in the same
state in which it came to his hands; the only alteration
made in it consisting of a few verbal corrections, and in
the division of the contents into Chapters.*

The foregoing candid statement of the circumstances
which have led to the present appearance of the follow-
ing sheets, while it is designed, on the one hand, to
exonerate the original Writer from any responsibility
for the defects of a production, which it was at no time
his wish or purpose to obtrude upon the public in its
actual state, will, on the other, it is hoped, prove a
sufficient apology for the part taken by the Publisher
respecting it. Indeed the latter is even willing to
flatter himself, that whatever the imperfections of the
Work may be, or, however its value may hereafter be
diminished by more copious and methodical relations, it
will, in the interim, be received with indulgence, as
the only attempt hitherto made (with the single excep-

* When the volume was nearly printed off the Publisher was favounred
with a copy of Colonel Kirkpatrick’s official correspondence with the
Governor General of India during his mission to Nepaul, and other Papers
relative thereto ; these he has given in the Appendix, No. IL



PREFACE. XV

tion, it is believed, noticed below*) to present the public
with a general idea ofa country and people, particu-
larly interesting to an English reader, on account of
their vicinityto the principal settlement of the British
Nation in India. |

To conclude—if it should have only the effect of
stimulating those who are in possession of more just
and extensive information on the subject, to commu-
nicate their knowledge to the world, the Publisher will
think that he has not adventured entirely in vain.

* The publication here referred to is a short Account of Nepaul, which
appeared some years ago in the Asiatic Researches, and of which an extract
will be found in the Appendix, No. 11

March 1, 1811,



The following Errata, for which the Publisher has to apologize to tl3e Reader, were unfortu-
nately committed in transcribing the Manuscript; and it was not until the volume was nearly

printed off that they were detected.

Page line
6 — ult. for 48" 8' read 48.8.
20 — 9, for George, read Georgi.
838—4, (note) for Surren-dhool, read Surren-
dhoob.
ib. — ih, — for Dhoob-kee read Dhoob tree.
41 --h 6, before Goorkhalies insert possession of
the
62 — 19, for Kurripoot, read Kinipoot.
66 — 17, after Mooruth insert (or 1dol)
67 — 17, for probable, read palpable.
70 — 4, for 231.75, read 23.75 inches.
79 — 21, 22, for or bicolor read orbicular.
81 — 11, for strong read decp.
ib. — 18, for Tilluh read Tilluk.
82 — 19, for Ekaro read Jhéro.
94 — 8, after Kodo insert a comma.
ib. — penult. before thirds insert two-
95 — 1%, for Chaster read cluster.
97 — 6, for seven seers read eleven seers.
104 — 6, for Ghow-hut read Gow-bhut.
ib, — 7, for Stubhut read Stri-bhut.
ib. — 10, qfter Kool, insert (or Sorcery).
109 — 22,;0’:'Koulhnn, read Krishna.
110 — 14, gfter distance omit the comma, and in-
sert it qfter side,

Page line

118 — 15, for halted read hutted,

128 — 2, for not s0 much on account of the
rocky channel in which it runs, as owing to
the rapidity of its stream j read, not s6 much
on account of the rapidity of its stream, as
owing to the rocky channel in which it
runs.

181 — 14, for Argheea, read Argus.

138 — ult, after in which insert direction.

148 — 8, for green read gum.

148 — 10, after Manuscript insert (Vide Asiatic
Researches, vol. iv. p. 112).

188 — 23, for any of her read any other,

197 — 8, for n%reeable read equable,

200 ~— 17, for Cuchum read Kuchurry.

208 — 1, for Tharrchs read Thinehs.

204 — 6, for Uluts read Utects,

gz)g : ;g} Jor Teigh read Thuj.
207 — 2, for raw Sai read raw Lac.

208 — 9, for Mulmuts read Mulmuls.
211 — 19, for Mah read MAL.

::'; - l::} Jor Addheeda read Uddhaila,

218 penult. for Soka read Sika.
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ACCOUNT OF NEPAUL.

H

PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.—CONSTRUCTION OF THE MAP.

Wien-it is considered that my late visit to Nepaul commenced
under circumstances peculiarly unfavourable to that free kind of
research which alone can lead to accurate information, and that its
duration did not, at most, exceed seven weeks, it will hardly be ex-
pected that I should be able to add greatly to our former knowledge
of that country. It is, neverthcless, but fair to own, that although
the extreme jealousy, by which I knew its Government Lo be actuated,
suggested to me the propriety of conducting my enquiries, and of
making my observations, with a certain degree of circumspection,
yet it was not long before I discovered, in the open and communi-
cative disposition of every description of the inhabitants, that I
might safely throw off much of the restraint which I had at first im-
posed on myself in this respect. Still, however, (had I been even
better qualified for the task than I was,) the period of my residence

was too short, to allow of my collecting such materials as would be
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requisite to the furnishing a complete account of Nepaul. The form
of the government ; its revenue and military establishments ; its
civil and religious institutions ; the customs and manners of the
natives, their population, their arts and manufactures, their com-
merce, their learning and languages; and, finally, the political and
natural history of the country, are objects of enquiry to which I cer-
tainly was not indifferent ; yet it must be obvious, that on some of
these points, my information could not but be extremely vague and
defective, and that my opinions on others would neccessarily be no
less liable to error. And although it is true, that both our actual
observations,and our researches concerning the Geography of Nepaul
and of the adjacent countries, are open to the same objection ; yet
there is not equal reason for withholding the result of these last, since,
with all their imperfections, they will serve to convey a general idea
of some considerable tracts, hitherto scarcely heard of, and cannot,
if received with no more confidence than what they will be deli-
vered with, materially mislead, while they may possibly contribute,
in no small degree, to the advancement of geographical knowledge,
by suggesting and assisting future enquiries ; an advantage which
it is easy to conceive may sometimes be derived from very superfi-
cial and crroncous maps.

These considerations have made me determine to confine myself,
in the following pages, almost entirely to the illustrating, as well
as I may be able, the Geographical Sketch which accompanies
them : I shall, accordingly, but rarely stray beyond these limits,
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and never in the formal manner s\i;:lt‘gd only to a regular dissertation.
Indeed, I shall not be studious of much method even in the arrange-
ment of the remarks which constitute the immediate object of this
Memoir ; but content myself with dividing what I have to offer on
the subject, into such notices as may serve, first, to throw light on
the topography of our own actual track ; and, secondly, to elucidate
the geography of those parts which have been laid down altogether
on oral authority.

The original of the accompanying Mup is the performance of
Lieutenant Gerard,* who has also the merit of having taken consi-
derable pains, in the course of our journey, to ascertain with
exactness the relative positions of places ; a task which was rendered
the more laborious, by the circumspection with which he was
obliged to employ the compass.

As the use of a perambulator was entirely out of the question ;
and as, owing, pérhaps, to the nature of the country, we did not find
the pedometer answer, we had no other means of measuring the
distances, but by the watch. No doubt this was a very inaccurate
method, but we endeavoured to correct it, in some degrec, by com-
paring notes after each day’s journey ; and by paying due regard,
in our computations, to the varicties of the road with respect to rug-
gedness or facility. Accordingly, we have allowed, in different
situations, from two to four miles per hour, though it was very rarely

® Now Lieutenant-Colonel Gerard, und lately AdjutanteGeneral to the army on the
Bengal Establishment.
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indeed, after entering the Nepaul territories, that we proceeded at
the latter rate, even for ten minutes together.

As I shall occasionally set down the compuied road distances,
and shall give a table of the whole at the end, it will be seen on a
comparison of these with the horizontal distances in the Map, that
we have determined the latter by no fixed rule of reduction ; we
were guided in this particular, as in estimating the road distances,
by the nature of the country. Thus it will be found, that in cer-
tain situations, we have admitted a reduction of one in three
miles: nor, when the great clevation and steepness of some of the
mountains which we crossed are cOnsidered, will this be deemed,
perhaps, too large an allowance.

The points of departure from the Company’s Possessions adopted
in the Map, arc Munniary and Segouly, the former of which is laid
down according to Major Rennell ; Segouly, the other extremit‘y of
our route, is placed agrecably to the result of the observations made
on our return; and, although it was not to be expcected that the
relative bearing and distance of these two primary points should
turn out the same in our projection as in the Atlas, yet it will be
seen that they do not disagree very widely.

With regard to Hettowra (the Etouda of Rennell), it will be right
to notice, that it is laid down in the annexed Map conformably to
the observations from Munniary, uncorrected by subsequent results ;
since all of them being in their principles equally defective, we
had no reason to prefer one to another. It stands therefore 43° 8’
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horizontal miles, N. 16° 40' W. of Munniary, and thirty-nine
miles N. 26° 20’ E. of the situation which we have assigned to
Segouly. In the Adlas it is placed sixty-five miles N. 16° 0’ W. of
the former, and fifty-seven miles N. 18° 40’ E. of the latter.

It is certainly very much to be regretted that we were not able
to fix the sitnation of a few points, at least, of our route by obser-
vations of the latitude and longitude; all other means of ascertaining
the true positions and distances of places, in so mountainous a
country as that of Ncpaul, being manilestly very delective. 1
am obliged to acknowledge on this occasion, that we were not
absolutely without the means of accomplishing the former of these
interesting objects, but as we did not sufficiently understand the
management of the astronomical quadrant, which we happened to
have with us, we were too ill-satished ourselves with the results of
our operations to think them entitled to any confidence.

Having premised thus much concerning the materials employed
in the construction of the annexed Map, I shall now procced to the
illustration of its several divisions, beginning with the route from
Munniary to Hettowra, after which I purpose passing to that {rom
Segouly to the same place.
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CHAPTER I

Thue Bhigmutty river, which passes between Munniary and the
Huttioul of our maps, divides in this place the Company’s and
the Nepaul territories, in a direction nearly SSW. We found
this river, though tolerably wide, not above knee-deep. The ford
we crossed at led us to the village of Seriva, consisting of a few
wretched huts. About one mile to the north-west of Seriva stands
Kurrurbunna, a sort of frontier post, which has succeeded Huttioul,
the encroachments of the Bhigmutty having not long since swept
away this last place, which was situated a little below Seriva. The
fort of Kurrurbunna seems designed to serve no other purpose than
that of an occasional retreat for the cattle of its neighbourhood ; in
a military view it is altogether contemptible. It stands, however,
as well as the village adjoining to it, on a high, and, as the Com-
mander of it (who was a native of South Behar) assured me, a very
healthy spot. The Bhigmutty is navigable with great facility,
during the rainy season, by boats of all burthens, as high as Scriva,
and, no doubt, is practicable also as far as the skirt of the adjacent

forest, if not all the way to the foot of the Cheeriaghati ridge;
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but the only materials of commerce in this quarter being timber,
which is floated, there appears to be no inducement for pushing
the regular navigation of this stream beyond Muuniary.

For about four road miles beyond Kurrurbunna the country is
pretty open, though by no means highly cultivated. Soon after
passing Peepra Rajepore, however, a dha'k, or pullds jungle com-
mences, which continues, with very little interruption, all the way
to Patra. This jungle is infested by bears, which, the people of
the country pretend, are to be frightened, and prevented from
disturbing travellers, by an imitation of the cry of a goat.

Bundir-pokhrah, laid down in the Map, is a very considerable
tank, which, though now uscless and neglected on account of its
wild situation (as is the case with many others equally large, which,
I am assured, this forest contains), indicates that this part of the
country was formerly in a more flourishing condition than at pre-
sent. Indeed the ruins of an ancient and extcnsive city, called
Semroun (and Churrsemrourc) are still to be seen a few miles to
the southward of Bhirch ; and as the Newar princes of the dynasty
which was overthrown by the Goorkhalis derived their origin
from this city, whence, their historians inform us, they emigrated
about four centuries and a half ago, its antiquities are, perhaps,
worth enquiring into. These ruins are situated between the Bukkia
and Jumne rivers, |

The Loll Bukkia, which occurs in this part of our route, is an in-

cousiderable stream, which has its rise to the southward of the
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adjacent hills (or Cheeriaghati range), and flows but a little way
before it falls into the Bhigmutty. The Bukkia, which runs under
Cachouriva, is, on the other hand, a river of some note, its source
being as remote as the Mahabahr mountains, by which name some
of the loftiest peaks imnmediately to the southward and the south-
west of Nepaul are distinguished. This last stream, in its progress,
passes at no great distance from the fort of Muckwanpore, whence
it proceeds across the valley that scparates the Muckwany from the
Checrighati hills, and after forcing a passage through the latter,
pursues a very serpentine course till it disembogues itself into the
Boora-Gunduck, which it does near the village of Jingrye, in Sircar
Chemparun. It winds so remarkably at Cachouriva, as to form
almost a complete island of the spot on which we encamped at that
place.

The Jumne, which is-crossed about midway between Cachouriva
and Bhirch, and again, very near the latter place, by which it
passes, is a dull and turbid rivulet, the springs of which are not
far off. Narrow as it is, however, we found it so deep as to be
scarccly fordable in palavkeens. The cultivation between Gachou-
riva aud Patra is very inconsiderable, being confined to a few
- specks, at either end of the two or three wretched hamlets which
occur.on the road.

Bireh, or Bharra-gharry, although the ordinary residence of the
Subah of the Western Turrye, is a mean place, containing from

thirty to forty huts: its fort is not morc respectable ; nor would the
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Governor's habitation attract notice any where else; it is buil,
however, of well-burnt bricks and tiles.

The commerce between Nepaul and Patna passes through Gool-
pussra, though a much more circuitous route than that of Bhareh,
which is as little frequented by travellers as by merchants. Indeed
the former possesses decided advantages over the latter, both with
regard to the facility of the roads and the face of the country; as
will be further noticed in the proper place. It will be sufficient to
mention here, that the company of Nepaul guards, which met me
at Bhireh, came thither from Hettowra by the Goolpussra road,
though so much out of their direct way, instead of taking the
shorter route, by which we proceeded. The situation of Bhireh, too,
must be unhealthy, surrounded as it is on all sides by a thick
wood, and standing so near the foot of the Cheeriaghati ridge,
which here rises higher above the level of the Turrye than it does
in the Goolpussra quarter. It is not, therefore, to be wondered
at, that Captain Kinloch's detachment, which remained here for
some time, after the unfortunate attempt, in 1769, to penetrate
into Nepaul, should have suffered so much as it did from sick-
ness. The water of the Jumne is, in particular, esteemed very
unwholesome.

At Bhireh it was judged necessary that we should leave our
hackeries behind ; ar‘ld although we might certainly have carried
them on to the entrance of the Sukti, yet we could not have
done so without considerable difficulty. To have transported
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them up the course of that river would have been utterly
impracticable.

Soophye, which is but a mean village, stands very near the skirt
of the great forest : we crossed the Jumne twice in our way to it.
The only marks of cultivation we met with were limited to a few
parrow patches on each side of the road ; yet, from the appearance
of the corn both here and to the southward of Bhireh, the soil would
seem to be tolerably fertile; and, indeed, I have been frequently
assured by intelligent persons, that no land can be better adapted
to the culture of rice than that of the Turrye in general. The waste
state of the country, therefore, is to be referred to the want of popu-
lation, and to the defects of the government, which but ill under-
stands the means of promoting it. It is rather extraordinary,
perhaps, considering the temptations held out by the vicinity of
the Company's dominions, that this dreary tract should have any
inhabitants at all; but it will be still more singular, if our late
permanent settlement of the revenue, and recognition of proprietory
right in the landholder, should not soon have the effect of entirely
depopulating it.

There is a shorter road from Cachouriva to Soophye than that
by Bhireh; it passes to the southward of the latter place; but was
described to me as being impracticable except in hammocks.

The Billye or Billarie nullah, a dull stream, which is crossed a
few minutes before you enter the great forest, would appear to be
a branch of the Bukkia, because its source cannot be traced to the
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Cheeriaghati hills, on account of the interposition of the Bukkia;
and, on the other hand, cannot be attributed to any springs situated
to the southward of the Bukkia’s course, on account of the nature
of its bottom, which is stony. It probably also reunites with the
Bukkia at no great distance from the point where we passed it.

I was three hours in proceeding from what is considered as the
proper entrance of the great forest, to the village of Jhurjhoory,
which may be said to mark its nothern limit; I therefore judge its
breadth by the road to be somewhat under ten miles; for though
the ground throughout was very good, yet as we were occasionally
not a little impeded by trees that lay felled across our path, and by
others under which it was not easy to pass, I cannot allow more
than three miles and a quarter per hour. The horizontal depth
assigned to this forest in the Map, is eight miles and a half. Our
course, for a short time after we entered it, was about north; it was
next a good deal easterly; and during the last hour lay consi-
derably to the westward.

This forest skirts the Nepaul territories throughout their whole
extent from Serinugur to the Teesta, separating them every where,
either {from the Company'’s or the Vizier’s possessions. It is not, of
course, equally close or deep in every place; some parts having
been more or less cleared away, especially those which are situated
most favourably for the commerce of timber, or in the vicinity of
flourishing towns. To the eastward some considerable tracts are

reported to be quite clear. I cannot pretend to enumerate the great
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varieties of its trees; but the principal for size or utility are, the
Saul, the Sissoo, the Setti-saul, the Phullamikhd (or iron-wood), the
Kalikiht (a sort of black wood), the §ijh, the Bhurra, the Sumni,
and the Malta. The c;bony is also, I understand, found here. This
forest is much over-run in the Jhurjhoory quarter with underwood
and long grass. The part most resorted to by the wood-dealers ap-
pears to be that which borders on the Boggah district, timber bciné
transported from thence even to the distance of Calcutta. I am
inclined to think, howevcr, that, notwithstanding the convenience
afforded by the vicinity of the Gunduck, a more advantagcous
spot might be selected for the operations of the wood-merchants.
The Nepaul government levy, I believe, very high, and conse-
quently, in a commercial view at least, impolitic duties on this
traffic : whether or not they are influenced, in this respect, by the
idea that the vigorous prosecution of it would have the effect of
diminishing the strength of the barrier which this forest no doubt
constitutes, 1 had not an opportunity of ascertaining. Upon my
remarking on the ill tendency of such restraiuts, it was thought a
sufficient justification of them to declare, that they had not origi-
nated with the present government, which did no more than follow
the ancient practice in this particular.

Besides valuable timber, this forest affords another source of
profit to the Nepaul government in its numerous elephants ; but
this, like the timber, is not improved so much as it might be. The

Governor of the Turrye told me, that in his district, which reaches

D
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from Somoisir to the Kousi, there were caught annually between
two and three hundred elephants; much the greater part of these,
however, are very young, being not above five hauts, or seven feet
and a half high; nor can they well be supposed able to catch any
of a superior size, as the animals are not driven into a keddah, or
inclosure, but are caught by snares or nooses thrown over their
necks by a mahoot seated on a decoy elephant. The rope being
immediately drawn, the end of it is secured round a tree, from
which it is easy to conceive that they often break loose, and are
not unfrequently strangled in their struggles. There is, therefore,
a double disadvantage attending this imperfect mode of catching
these animals, for while it clearly tends to diminish the breed, it
renders the elephants so prematurely caught of little value; there
are, accordingly, very few of this great number sold for the benefit
of the government, who claim an exclusive right to the whole, and
dispose of them, for the most part, in presents, or in commutation
of occasional services, and pecuniary demands.

A third branch of revenue arising from this forest consists in a
duty levied upon the cattle of Chemparun and other districts,
bordering on the Nepaul territories, which graze here annually
about four months, the pasturage between October and January
being deemed excellent; but as this duty is confined to buffaloes
(cows being exeinpted under the present government), and never
exceeds two annas per head for the season, its amount cannot be

very considerable.
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Besides clephants, this forest is said to be greatly infested by
rhinoceroses and tigers. The latter appear almost invariably
solitary, but two or three elephants, I have been told, will some-
times take possessioxi of the road, and obstruct the progress of tra-
vellers a considerable time: a large. herd of them assaulted the
camp of the Nepaul deputies at Jhurjhoory, when they were on
their way to Patna, and were got rid of with difficulty. They
sometimes issue from the forest in droves, and over-run the culti-
vated country on its borders, penetrating even, now and then, a
good way into the Company’s districts. We did not, however, meet
with a single wild beast of any kind in the whole course of our
journey.

Travellers cannot make a resting-stage in this part of the forest,

it being no where clear, or containing springs. This is not the case

in the Goolpussra road.
I took notice occasionally of several trees in the forest, round

which wisps of jungle-grass were bound ; and in one particular spot
they were observable for a hundred yards together. This circum-
stance was accounted for differently; one person telling me that
these marks were designed to indicate the vicinity of wild beasts,
and another, that they were propitiatory offerings by passengers to
the deities of the forest; it is not probable, however, that any one
part of the road leading through it is more dangerous than another,
and I am therefore inclined to attribute this practice to a supersti-

tious motive
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It appeared to me that the level of the forest, for the last two or
three miles, was lower than the preceding part: though, on the
whole, Jhurjhoory stands higher, I believe, than Sdophye.

Jhurjhoory is a wretched village, consisting of a few herdsmen’s
huts scattered on the south bank of the Bukkia, the bed of which is
here of a considerable breadth, though we found its water confined
within a narrow channel. The forest is cleared to the eastward of
it to an extent barely sufficient to admit of a few tents.

Father George would appear to have proceeded straight across
from this place to Muckwanpore, by which road he travelled to
Nepaul; we took a more circuitous, yet certainly an easier route,
if we may rely on the Missionary’s description of that by Muck-
wanpore, which is confirmed, indeed, by various accounts I have
received of it; by the circumstance of its being distinguished by
the expressive name of Khiradahr, or the Sword-edge-road ; and
lastly, by its almost total disuse.

At Jhurjhoory we met with a tree called Dubdubea, the leaves
of which abound in galls, containing from one to six winged insects;
its wood was somewhat of the ash kind, and the gall powerfully
astringent.

You cannot be said to have quitted the forest on reaching
Jhurjhoory ; though the continuation of it from thence to the
Cheeriaghati hills differs considerably from the former part, the
trees, in general, being neither so lofty, nor standing so close together
as before. :
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From Jhurjhoory to the entrance of the Cheeriaghati pass, the
road, for a short way, lies along the bank of the Bukkia. At the
distance of about six road miles from Jhurjhoory we entered the
bed of the Sukkattie or Sukti (called also Suktikhoar), and conti-
nued in it till we reached its sources, which are situated near the
summit of Cheeriaghati. I was not able to ascertain the course or
termination of this stream ; I observed, however, that it took a south-
east direction from the point at which we entered it ; and as it does
not occur in the Goolpussra road, I conclude it either empties
itself into the Boora Gunduck somewhere below Segouly, or unites
with, and yields its name to, one of the nullas of the Turrye which
disembogue into that river. There can be no doubt of its passing
through the great forest ; but whether either its depth, or the na-
ture of its bottom, fits it for the floating of timber, are questions
which I had no opportunity of determining.

After ascending for a quarter of an hour the bed of the Sukti
(in which there was but little water), we found ourselves enclosed
on either side by the high ground of Cheeriaghati, covered thickly
with tall trees, chiefly of the Saul and Sissoo kinds. The proper
entrance of the pass, however, is a little higher up, where the Sukti
runs rapidly between two perpendicular rocks not more than forty
feet asunder, and apparently not less than two hundred feet high.
At no great distance beyond this gloomy spot is a curious cascade,
formed by an impending projection from one of the rocks, resembling

the nave of a broad wheel. The water, which trickles, rather than



22 SUKTI RIVER.

rushes, from this overhanging conductor, is supplied from springs
on the summit of the adjoining hill. I placed a thermometer
under the falling water, which was so cold as to sink the mercury
presently between six and seven degrees. Our progress in the Sukti
was very slow, owing to the huge stones with which the bed of it
was filled ; in one place, in particular, the river was divided into
two branches by an immense rock that had been recently detached
from one of the enclosing hills, and now occupied the middle of
the stream. This obstruction to the free passage of the waters had,
I was told, considerably encreased the difficulties of the road.

Ambeah-gauteh is a station in the bed of the Sukti where pas-
sengers sometimes rest, and which is so named from two or three
mangoe trees growing near it. We, however, did not stop here,
but proceeded further up, pitching a few of our tents as well as we
could on a small island formed by the river (which in this place
passes in a W S W. direction), and near which they sometimes
catch a few elephants that are driven from the forest below. The
springs of the Sukti, which gush forth in innumerable little rills,
that may be multiplied almost at pleasure by slightly pressing the
ground, are about two miles and a half beyond this island, from
whence the ascent is very perceptible. From the springs to the top
of the Cheeriaghati ridge (which is perhaps a mile and a half), it is
still more so, being, in fact, of no inconsiderable steepness.

The journey through the Sukti, though fatiguing, was rendered
interesting by the wild and picturesque scenery around us. The
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hills enclosing it were every where well covered with several va-
ricties of wood, among which, however, we saw but few firs. The
strata of these hills appeared to be a mixture of sand, gravel, and
light clay. We met with no fish of any kind in the river.

From the summit of the Cheeriaghati we had a npble view of the
Muckwanpore hills, which rose before us to a considerable elevation.
The Cheeriaghati range is no where very high, though I am inclined
to think it rises somewhat as it stretches towards the Kousi, which
marks its eastern limit, as the Gunduck does its western one. 1t
does not, throughout this extent, every where hear the same name.
Its elevation where we crossed it, and where it is properly called
Cheeriaghati, would appear, according to the indications of the
barometer, to be about 480 yards above the level of Hazipoor.

Descending Cheeriaghati in a direction nearly north-east, and by
a very easy declivity, we reached Muckwanpore-mari, or the valley
of Muckwanpore, which is formed by the Cheeriaghati and Muckwan-
pore hills. This valley is of no great extent, not stretching farther
eastward than six or seven miles, and terminating near Nagdeo, on
the Hettowra side. It is very fertile, yielding abundance and great
variety of rice, which is not owing, perhaps, more to its natural situ-
ation (though no soil can be finer), than to the peculiar immunities
:njoyed by the cultivators of it, who, I was assured, pay no taxes to
he government.  The reason of this extraordinary exemption may
»ossibly be discovered in the political revalutions of the district.
I'he ancient Rajah of Muckwanpore, who was dispossessed by the



24 FORT OF MUCKWANPORE.

Goorkhalis, and who still resides on the borders of his former terri-
tory, under the protection of the Company, has not yet relinquish-
ed all hopes of establishing himself in his rights, having recently
made a feeble attempt for this purpose; it may therefore be thought
necessary, or at least advisable, by the Nepaul government, to give
the inhabitants of this district such an interest in the permanence
of its own authority, as shall leave them nothing to hope, but much
to fear, from the success of an invader, whether it be their former
master, or any other power.

During the late war with the Tibetians and Chinese, the peasantry
being gencrally obliged to repair to the army, agriculture suffered
a temporary interruption ; and when, in addition to this mischief,
the scanty crops of Nepaul were destroyed by a hail-storm, very
considerable relief was derived from the luxuriant produce of this
valley.

The hill fort of Muckwanpore is distinguishable by the naked eye
from the banks of the Kurra, on which stands the village of Muck-
wanpore of the valley, whence the fort bears about E. by N. The
ascent to it from the valley is not represented to be difficult, and
though we could not well judge of its strength at the distance from
which we viewed it, yet it certainly had nothing formidable in its
appearance. However, when the Nepaulians were hard pressed by
the Chinese, the Regent and some of the prinfcipal chiefs dispatched
a great part of their most valuable property to this fort.

The Kurra has its rise in one of the hills of the Muckwanpore
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ridge, whence it descends into the valley, through which it pursues
a winding though but short course to the Rapti, falling into that
river about two miles below Hettowra.*

In proceeding from Muckwanpore of the valley to Hettowra, you
pass through a sort of strait formed by a low ridge or spur of the
Muckwany hills that projects into the valley, and the Kurra,
which in this particular spot abounds astonishingly with fish. This
place is held in great sanctity by the more pious classes of Hindoos,
who have dignified it with the name of Nagdeo (or the Divine
Serpent), and who, so far from disturbing the fish which swarm
here, rarely pass without feeding them.

Hettowra, though a place of much occasional resort on account
of its being the centre of all the commerce carried on between
Nepaul and the Vizier's as well as the Company’s western posses-
sions, is but a miserable village, containing from fifty to sixty
houses, the only decent one among which has been lately erected
by Zorawar (the Governor of the Western Turrye). It is considered
very unhealthy ; and indeed, although it stands near four hundred
yards above the level of Bauk, and is watered by a pleasant lively

stream, yet it is so closely surrounded by high hills covered with

# [n an ill-concerted enterprize against Nepaul, which Cossim Ally Khan was encou-
raged to undertake (on neaily the same grounds which soon after gave birth to
Captain Kinloch’s expedition), an attempt was inade on the fort of Muckwanpore by
Goorgun Khan ; the issue of which was so disgraceful, that Parthi Nerain had no difk-
culty in prevailing with the Nabob to abandon the cause of his adversary,

. E
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thick forests, that the air cannot fail, during the hot and wet
months, of being impregnated with unwholesome vapours.

The Ripute or Rapti (on the bank of which Hettowra stands),
issues from a mountain to the eastward of Chusapany, and separ-
ated from it only by a narrow bottom or glen. After passing
Hettowra, where its bed is of a considerable breadth, it pursues a
westerly course till it reaches the Gunduck, into which it discharges
itself near Koombia Ghurry, or about fifteen miles to the north of
Somaisir. There is another river of the same name, which passes
under Goruck pore, and disembogues into the Dewah. The Rapti
of Hettowra, though laid down in the map of Hindostan, is not
named, and might there be mistaken for the principal branch of the
Gunduck.

1 will now endeavour to throw some light on that part of the
Map which concerns the route from Segouly to Hettowra, by which

road I returned from Nepaul.
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CHAPTER 1L

Stecovrr stands near the south bank of the Boori-Gunduck, which
takes its rise in the vicinity of Somaiser. This river is navigable
during the greater part of the year, as high as Segouly, by boats
of considerable burthen. Its course, which is a very winding one,
lies through the districts of Bettia, Chemparun, and Hijypore.
At Segouly and upwards, it is known best by the names of Sek-
rownzh and Kurrah, the appellation of Boori<Gunduck, and Little
Gunduck, being chiefly applied to it in the lower part of its course.
It passes under both Maisi and MGzufurpoor, discharging itself into
the Bhigmutty at Roussarah. In the Atlas the Sekrownah and Little
Gunduck appear to be laid down as distinct rivers; yet it is never-
theless certain, that they are one and the same. In a commercial
view, the Boori-Gunduck is entitled to particular notice ; the great
extent of its course, its depth, and its communication with various
other streams that issue from the adjacent hills or forests, fitting
it admirably for the purposes of internal mavigation.

North of the Boori<Gunduck, at the distance of about six miles,
pasees the Tilldwé, a small stream that springs from the foot of the
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neighbouring hills, and falls into the Boori-Gunduck at Singrowli,
a village situated a little to the eastward of Segouly. The common
boundary of the Company’s and the Nepaul territories, on this side,
may be described by a line drawn about midway between Ekdurra
and Ullown. The Gurry, or little mud fort of Ullown, which has
succeeded the fort of Persa, now in ruins, consists of six round
bastions united by a slight wall, and surrounded by a tolerable
ditch; it standsclose to the Beheera nulla, which wé found middle-
deep. This stream, which rises at no great distance from Ullown,
after receiving the united waters of the Dehar and Gihd, or Ghadi,
empties itself into the Boori-Gunduck near Seemra-butna, about
four miles west of Segouly. The springs of the Dehar are situated
in a part of the Bechiacori forest, called Koila-bahr, which lies to
the westward of Addha-bhdr. You leave this river close on your
left in proceeding from Persa to Ullown, and at a point whence it
turns short to the westward, emptying itself soon after into the
Gihd near the village of Phoolkoal.

Goorpussra stands very near the skirt of the great forest, which
is, however, far from being thick in this quarter. The country all
round the village is pretty open, and by no means bare of cultiva-
tion; on the west side of it passes a small sluggish stream called
the Sunghya, which rises below Cheeriaghati and falls into the
Beheera about seven miles to the east of Goorpussra. The Soubah
of Turrye has a house here, in which he occasionally dwells ; but
his most usual residence is at Bédreh, which is, nevertheless,
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neither so neat nor so large a place as Goolpussra; this last, how-
ever, is, after all, but a mean village, though the thoroughfare for
most of the merchandize that passes betwecn Nepaul, Benares,
Oude, and Patna, over the Chusapany mountains. Besides being
watered by the Sunghirja, it has a large square tank on the east side
of it, but this is of little advantage to travellers, owing to the
shameful manner in which it is neglected.

The road frem hence to Bechiacori, through the great forest, is
very practicable for whecl-carriages; therc are also two or three
stations (though no villages) in the way, suthciently open for the
temporary accommodation of passengers, The middle of the forest,
which has a clearspace of some extent, is usually called Addha-bhir,
which implies its being half way between Goolpussra and Bechia-
cori. This part of the forest contains the same varicty ol trees as
the Jhurjhoory quarter. We met here with a felled Saul-tree,
that measured better than a hundred feet below the branches,
and from eight to nine feet in the girth. About three miles to the
south of Bechiacori we crossed the Nagsote, a pretty broad stream
when at its height; it comes from the north-west, and falls into the
Bechiacori nulla, at no great distance from the point at which we
passed it.

Two miles and a half beyond the Nagsote you quit the
forest, and enter the Bechiacori river, in which you continue
up to its source. This stream, which is never considerable

except during occasional torrents in the rainy season, takes an
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casterly direction where we came to it, holding the same course till
it falls int6 the Boora-Guuduck, somewhere below Segouly. Bechia-
cori is the name by which the Cheeriaghati hills are distinguished
in this part of their range. There are a few miserable huts situ-
ated on the east bank of the nulla, at no great distance from the
entrance of it, which also bear the name of Bechiacori, but which
we found abandoned. The bed of this river, through which the
road runs, though not obstructed by such huge rocks, or of so
perceptible an ascent, as the Sukti, is nevertheless difficult ; and
must, I think, be impassible for wheel-carriages. From the head
of it to the entrance of the great forest is scarcely less than six
miles ; hence, as well as in allusion to the nature of the bottom,
this part of the road is called Lumbabegger, or long stony way:.
It is enclosed on either side by banks, rising gradually in
height till they terminate at the summit of the ridge, which,
though probably equally elevated here as at the head of the Sukti,
does not appear to be so, on account of the superior level of the
forest immediately under it, compared with that of Jhurjhoory;
indeed, I am inclined to think that the Cheeriaghati chain pre-
serves nearly the same level throughout the remainder of its
course to the Gunduck, though 1 understand it is there scarcely
any longer perceptible, owing, probably, to the gradual ascent
of the country which borders it towards the south, and which

would at last appear to reach the general elevation of those hills

themselves.
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The Bechiacori hills seem composed chiefly of light sand and
gravel, with scarccly any proportion of indurated or rocky strata;
diffcring herein from Cheeriaghati proper. It is probably owing to
this variation of soil, that, while the fir-tree is very scarce along
the bauks of the Sukti; those of the Bechiacori are thickly clothed
with a very fine kind, one of which, that had been felled, and lay
across our road, measuring about ninety feet clear of the branches,
and not less than eight feet in the girth. *

Piocecding up the course of the river, you pass on the left, at
the distance of about two iles from Bechiacori village, a steep
lofty bauk or hill, of a pyramidal figure, which scemed to be com-
posed of materials so loose, as to be but ill calculated to resist the
torrents which sometimes sweep its bottom.  This curious peak is
called Purrewa-bhcer, on account of its swarming with pigeons.
Almost opposite to it, the loona, a small stream which issues from
springs situated in the neighbourhood of those which give rise to
the Sukti, fulls into the Bechiacori river,

This last stream gushes from two or three small circular foun-

tains, communicating subterrancously, which arc met with a few

* This tree is, more properly speaking, a species of pine, having three delicate and
spike-shaped leaves issuing from the same foot-stuik, or sheath, I wet with no more
than a single kind, though | icedived accounts of others. 1t is called in Nepaul, Sulla,
and Surren-dhool ; and cmphatically Dhoob-kee, on ncconnt of its resinous nuture,  lts
branches are very commonly used as wrches ; the fragrant turpentine wiich it yields
is emplo, ed in sacrifices and in medicated salves, and with its wood they make ratters

for their houses.

F
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minutes before you reach the top of the Bechiacori ridge, from the
opposite (or Hettowra) side of which, and also near the summit,
issues the Kichria-; this rivulet we found quite dry, but in the
rainy scason (the only period it contains any water) it contributes
to the encrease of the Kurra, into which its channel leads. The road,
in descending the hill to the northward, lies chiefly through the bed
of this dry nulla, upon quitting of which you enter a pleasant forest
called Dum Dumwa, where you begin to ascend again, though very
gently. About midway between this forest and Hettowra you cross
the Kurra, the sameriver that is passed in proceeding from Mukwan-
porc-mari. The bottom of the Kurra, though rugged and pebbly,
does not oppose any material impediments to the travcller; the
more cspecially as its declivity is scarcely sensible. The stones in
it being remarkably white, its channel, I was told, is perfectly dis-
tinguishable in fair weather from Chusapany fort. Unlortunately,
it was so hazy when we halted on the summit of this mountain, in
our return from Nepaul, that though we stopped there expressly
for the purpose of viewing, from so commanding a situation, the
adjacent country, we were scarcely able to make a single observation
of utility.

Hettowra stands at the foot of a hilly ridge, (which appears to
be detached from the Muckwanpore mountain,) and just at the point
where the Rapti enters the Muckwanpore valley. This ridge, which
is by no means regular, extends itself in a direction somewhat to

the northward of west, as far as the Gunduck, being the same that
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is met with immediately to the northward of Boggah. At Hettowra
it is composed of a confused heap of hills separated in various
directions by narrow bottoms or glens, which is also the appearance
exhibited by the greatest part of the mountainous tract known under
the general name of Nepaul, nothing 60rresponding with theideaof'a
single uninterrupted chain or range being to be met with after passing
the Cheeriaghati ridge, if even this can be said to answer correctly
toit. Tl sides of these hills arc every where cither well covered
with tall forests (chiefly of Sissoo, or Saul,) or partially cultivated with
grain of different sorts. Those, however, in the vicinity of Hettowra
presented few or no ‘marks of husbandry, of which, indeed, there
were but scanty traces discernible cven in the flats below them,
The Rapti abounds with fish at Hettowra. The upper part of its
course is, generally speaking, both too rapid and too shallow to
contain any, though there are some depihs or pits in which great
plenty are occasionally found: the principal kind is the seher,
which resembles the roach, and is much esteemed. There arc also
a few gaoleer, or trout. The mauner of fishing herc is as follows.
The channel of the river is intersected by seven or eight casting
nets, united together by being hooked at their extremities to poles
or sticks erected in the water for the purpose. To each net thereis
a man or boy, who has a sccond net fixed to his waist, and hauging
behind him, in which he deposits the fish he catches 5 this he does by
diving. They dive head foremost, though in water not Jdeeper than

the middle, throwing up their feet nearly quite erect, and sciziug the
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fish sometimes between their teeth, but most commonly with their
hands. After remaining as long as they think proper at a spot, all
the nets are dragged-together further down the stream, when they
renew their operations: these being over, they draw casting nets
separately, some of which, as well as those round their waists, are
often quite full. Both Bem Shah and his brother Roodur Beer *,
appeared to enjoy this amusement exceedingly, plunging into the
river, and going through every part of the process (except that of
diving), with the greatest spirit. On this occasion, as well as many
others, it was observable that the superior classes of these people
admitted of considerable freedom in the carriage and conver-
sation of the lower orders, whom they very rarely affected to
keep at any distance. Nor was this sort of easy intercoursc con-
fined to particular descriptions of men; it existed equally among
the military and the civil ranks; the private soldier being as
unembarrassed and forward to deliver his sentiments in the pre-
sence of an officer of whatever degree, as the fisherman or porter
before a minister of state, or governor., At the same time, this
frankness of manner was never seen to degenerate into rudeness or
disrespect.

There have been no duties collected on merchandise at Hettowra
since the conclusion of the commercial treaty, by which it is fixed

* Bem Shah was a kinsman of the reigning Rajah of Nepaul, and was sent with
other deputies to Patna, for the purpose of eventually conducting the British Mission

to Nepaul. Roodur Beer was a younger brother of Bem Shah, and commanded a
division of the Rajah’s guards sent as an honorary escort to the British Envoy.
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that they are to be levied by the Nepaul Government only at the
stations of Chusapany and Sundooli (or Seedly); at the former on
the western, and at the latter on the eastern trade. Previous to
this convention, imports were very irvegularly and arbitrarily
levied. .

But notwithstanding that the tradc between the two countries
has doubtless been freed from many of the restraints which
formerly shackled it, yet it is certain that it still labours under
difficulties of a very discouraging kind. It is not, perhaps, one
of the least of these, that the merchants are liable to be delayed
more or less in their journey by the want of porters; and I was sorry
to ohserve, that they appeared but too much exposed to it from the
loose or arbitrary form of the government ; as no ceremony was
used in depriving them, for our accommodation, both at Hettowra
and Goolpussra, of the carriers with which they had provided them-
selves. The evil would have scarcely merited notice, had it
been limited to the particular case in question; but I am afraid
the instances of it occur too often, when any of the principal men
of the country happen to travel (especially on public business) in
the route of the merchants.

The general level of the country, in the route from Choprah to
Hettowra is considerably higher than in the Bhéireh direction,
though the disténce between the two roads no where exceeds seven-
teen horizontal miles. Segouly is much more elevated than Bharra-
gharry, which, indeed would seem to be even lower than Choprah

¥4
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itself. The level of Goolpussra differs little ar nothing from that of
Segouly ; hence, on this side the ascent is so far easy, and in fact
scarcely perceptible. One of the comsequences of this superior
elevation being, that the country is less .liable to inundation,
we find the roads better, an advantage whib'h,”when joined to
the circumstance of the Bechiacori forest béing‘ so much clearer
than -the Jhurjhoory, gives a decided fpreference\ to ‘the route
by Goolpussra, notwithstanding its being more circuitous by a few
miles ‘than the other, if Choprah be taken in the way; while,
if you proceed to Segouly by the direct road from Patna (which
lies to the eastward of the Gunduck), the distance will rather be
shortened.

No sort of baggage or merchandize being transportable beyond
Hettowra, except on the shoulders of hill-porters, the price of their
labour has been regulated by the government. From Goolpussra,
the trip to Khatmanda is from 3% to 84 ; from Hettowra 14 to 14
Nepaul rupees, each man, who ordinarily carries, either in a Dhoka
(or hamper), or otherwise in a bale, a weight equal to eighteen
Pharnis, or about forty-five Seers, exclusive of his own provisions.
The rates, howe?}cr, are in some measure governcd by the season
of the ‘year, being ‘higher:in the warm than in the cold weather.*
These porters-are, for:the most. .part, of the J.apoo and DOUJ& tribes

-® These rates are also partly regulated by the wengbt of the burthen agree(l to be

carried ; some porters, especially those of thtlong, vq;;y oommonly tnnlpol‘ﬁﬂs from
20 to W Dhgmu. :
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of Newars, though there are not a few Bhautias, or Tibetians,
among them ; but these latter rarely descend into the Turryani,
the climate of which they dread still more than the Newars, whom
no offers, nevertheless, can tempt to.pass beyond Hettowra after
the mlddle of Aprxl.f’
oftcn conveyed over the mountains in Dhokas, which are usually

Travellcrs too, especially women, are very

made of bamboos, somcwhat of the form of an inverted trun-
cated cone. The carnag_es employed instead of palanquins arc a
sort of hammock, nearly rescmbling those used at Madeira. They
consist of a Durwar; or cotton éa_,-ck, slung upon a pole made for the
most part of the jugguf-wood, which is a species of palm diflering
little from the khujhoor of Bengal. From four to eight bearers
are assigned to each, two or four (according to the weight of the
person in it} being under the pole together. When four are neces-
sary, they usually fix a stick horizontally across each extremity of
the main pole, one man supporting each end of the two cross sticks.
These bearers receive for the trip, whether from Goolpussra or
Hettowra, to Khatmanda, at the same rate as the porters, and are
for the most part of the same tribes. 'Pcrsonk,of a certain rank have
suitable establishments ,ﬁpf Dutf Qr“‘hammocks without, how-

B
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ever, regularly maintaining bearers for the carriage of them, it being

among the obligations of the tenants of jaghires and other landed

estates, to perform this service occasionally for the proprietor.

* The bearers are sometimes engaged by the day, when they receive two annas
per man, besides their victuals, which are served out to them three times in the day.
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This hammock might easily be rendered a much more commo-
dious vehicle than wefound it tobe; the addition of a light wooden
frame, for the purpose of spreading the sack, and keeping it a con-
venient breadth, would leave nothing more‘"to-_l_;c desired by the

traveller, than some contrivance for def&nd ¢ him from the oc-

casional inclemencies of the weather, a a less price than the
deprivation of the delightful prospects cqpstanlly claiming lis
attention. o ) '

Hettowra, though standing very little below the level of Cheeria-
ghati top, is nevertheless comprehended in the Turry or Turryani
of Nepaul, as indeed is the whole of the country situated to the
southward of Chusapany, and of the irregular cluster of mountains
stretching from thence to the cast and west, in a nearly parallel
elevation. Turryani properly significs low or marshy lands, and
is sometimes applied to the flats lying below the hills in the interior
parts of Nepaul, as well as to the low tract bordering immediately
on the Company's northern frontier. The Turryani of Ncepaul,
confined between the G.unduck and Teesta, 1s divided into soubahs
or governments; that under Zorawar Sing, which stretches from

the former of these rivers easterly to the Kousi, and which may

L

be distinguished by the appellation of the w n Turrye or
Turryani, consists of five zillahs, or distticts,.:kubdividcd into
twenty-seven pergunnahs.  These zillahs are, ‘

1. Subtuni, bounded to the eastward by thc Kom{ﬁ s

2. Mohtuni, west of Subtuni.









‘ dULTWKTI'QN - 41

8. Rie @ehtut, in. which Huttioul is included; it is
situated to th¢ weuiuhd of Mubtuni.

4. Bhireh. RN .

5. Persa, whnch extends to- the mtward as far as the Turryani
of Tannohi. The higher part, as well as the fort of Tannohi, is in
the Goorkhalis, but the Turryf';‘&,'f‘f_ 1 belongs to Hurry Kumar
Seen, the ancient or former rig al Rajah of Tannohi.

Extensive as this government. is, the Rajah of Nepaul does not
draw any considerable revenue from it ; thxs is partly owing to the .
;ﬁﬁWJaghxrc and brhemoter lands comprehended in it; but
more iiarticularly, peiixdps, to the low state of its population, and
to mismanagement. It is pretended that the Zemindars of Turrye
hold their lands on very easy terms under the present government,
whicly is content to divide the produce of the soil equally with
them. It is acknowledged, however, at the same time, that the
~ Buttye is, :in‘ftiibst cases, no more than a nominal settlement, as,
besides the formal or established cess, the Zemindar or cultivator is
obliged to pay occasionally, other irregular and arbitrary taxes in
the form of fines, douceurs, and the like, °

~ For lands recently brought jnto cultivation, the cultivator pays
to’ Wﬂ‘m «ight annas per biggah, the first year, and subse-
quenﬂy, wlntwcr kmd of gram he raises in it, three rupees the
‘blgg&.jm e e
\ ~ The nioet thit Zorawat (the qwemor of West Turrye) remits
_to Khatmand&aﬁnﬁaﬂy is two lacks of rupees; though his net

‘ G
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receipts, after discharging all expenses of collection, are supposed
by some intelligent persons, to amount to double this sum ; but
whatever the surplus may be, he does not enjoy it exclusively,
being obliged to divide his profits with the official men at Khat-
manda, who would not appear to be a whit less corrupt than their
brethren of Hindostan. East Turrye, though it is on the whole a
more fertile, or rather more populous, district, does not yield a net
revenue of more than from one lack and a quarter to one lack and
a half of rupees. It contains, however, more jaghire and brhemoter
lands than the other. The Moruny, which is comprehended in the
East Turrye (and of which it is indeed the most valuable part) is
divided into two soubahs or governments by the Arun, which runs
through the middle of it; this river, though it yields its name to
the Kousi at Bundharia Ghaut, is, nevertheless, a much more con-
siderable stream than the latter, rising beyond Himma-leh, and
winding in a singular manner through a great portion of Tibet,
before it descends into the Turryani.

If I might venture to form a judgment from the superficial view
I had of West Turrye, I should be inclined to pronounce that it is
capable of being rendered highly productive to the Nepaul govern-
ment; its extensive forests alone contain an almost inexhaustible
source of riches, since they might be made tosupply with valuable
timber, not only the countries washed by the Ganges, but even our
other settlements in India. The pines of the Bechiacori, and the
Saul-trees, both of that and the Jhurjoory forest, are not perhaps
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surpassed in any other part of the world, either for straightness or
dimensions, or probably for strength or durability.* The Bechia-
cori pines, nevertheless, seem to bave never had an axe applied
to them, though they grow in prodigious numbers, are very
superior to what we generally inet with in Nepaul proper, and,
considering the vicinity of the Boora-Gunduck, might be con-
veyed to us both with little trouble, and at little expense, compared
to the channel by which we are at present supplied with this useful
article, and the cost at which it is procured. Besides timber for
masts and yards, we could draw from hence whatever supplies of
pitch, tar, and turpentine we required. Kota, or pure turpentine of
the Sulla pine, may be procured, I believe, even in Nepaul, at the
rate of ten seers per rupee, and a tree will yield, I have been told,
for eight or ten years together, about three maunds annually.
Neither the tar of America, nor the pine spars from thence, would
appeér to be in much estimation in India, though, for want of better,
I suppose, we take off, it is said, from the American traders consi-
derable quantities of both at high prices,

It is true that the nearest part of the Boora-Gunduck is not less

than thirty miles from the course of the Bechiacori nulla; but

* I had two cut down and floated from Segouly. to Calcutta, by way of sample; one
of these spars measured 70, the other 73 feet. Mr. Gillet the shipwright has pronounced
of them that they promise to prove both strong and lasting, and meuns to give them a
trial in a ship which he is about to lawnch. They had felled a couple of immense
dimensions in girth as well as length, but were afterwards unable to move them,
Those examined by Mr. Gillet will work about a foot in diameter.
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when we advert (o the great number of streams which intersect the
intermediate country, some of them springing even from the forest
itself, the level of the country from Cheeriaghati southerly, so
favourable (on account of its gentle declivity) to the opening of a
communication between these several streams and the Boora-
Gunduck, by means of canals, and the nature of the soil, so well
adapted to the easy execution of such a work, it will be evident that
there are no difficulties opposed by nature to the accomplishment
of so useful an object, which an active and intelligent government
might not speedily remove. Attempts have heretofore been made
to transport fir or pine-trees from different parts of the Nepaul, and
even of the Rohilcund Turrye, but they have always failed, because
a mountainous country, as well as rapid and rocky rivers, opposed
their success. In the quarter here pointed out, we meet with every
thing calculated to encourage the undertaking, viz. vicinity to a
navigable river passing over the borders of Chemparun, a forest
by no means much elevated above the subjacent country, and the
declivity, such as it is, being gentle ; communicating streams, neither
rocky nor rapid, and the means of reducing the land-carriage con-
siderably, if not of precluding the necessity of it altogether.

Sir Robert Barker wrote to Lord Clive in 1766, concerning the
productions of the tract in question, as follows:

‘ Bettyah (he meant the northern parts, or Nepaul borders) will,
« I think, be of considerable consequence to the Company ; its firs

“ will afford masts for all the ships in India, which must produce



MINERAL AND VEGETABLE PRODUCTIONS. 45

“ a new and considerable trade with the other nations in India, as
“ well as advantage to our own shipping. Gold and cinnamon are
“ also here (the latter we gather in the jungles); timbers as large
“ as any I have seen, musk, and elephants’ teeth, besides many
“ other commodities I have not yet got the knowledge of.” It must
be owned, however, that this is an exaggerated account of the na-
tural riches of the Turrye districts. The quantity of gold dust
found in the Gunduck, and other rivers in this quarter (for mines
are totally out of the question), is very inconsiderable, though it is
pretended that the sanctified stones called Salligrams contain that
precious metal. The cinnamon is no other than the Sing Rowla,
or Lignea Cassia ; and with regard to the musk talked of, it is certain
that, if of the true kind, or Kustoora, it could not have been the
produce of the spot, this animal not being met with to the south-
ward of the Kuchir, or Lower Tibet.

At Hettowra there is a grove of very fine Saul-trees, in which we
pitched our tents : there are but few pines in the environs of this
town; nor do they abound greatly on the banks of the Rapti, as
~ you proceed up its course. The mineral contents of the hills through
which this river descends appear to be various. We collected many
stones, and some ores in the bed of it indicated the presence of
iron, copper, and other metals. Among others was a stone which
appeared to be an ordinary iron ore, but of which I was told they
made a magnet by wrapping it up in a fresh buffaloe hide, and

depositing it in this state, for a certain time, in the earth, I trans-
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mitted to Mr. Blake specimens of all the metallic ores and fossils
we met with, both in this and other situations, but he has not yet
had leisure to examine them with attention. The natural produc-
tions of the vegetable kingdom most common between Hettowra
.and Bhimpore, are the Saul, Sissoo, and Simul trees; the nettle,
wild worm-wood, raspberries, and mulberries; we also found here
a curious shrub called Khaksi, the leaf of which answers the
purpose of emery, or sand-paper, giving a fine polish to the harder

woods.
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ROUTES FROM HETTOWRA TO KHATMANDA.
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Soox after our leaving Hettoewra, we entered the bed of the
Rapti, which we continued to ascend till we reached Dhoka-phede,
the road traversing, for the most part, one or other of the irregular
and rugged banks that enclose it, but occasionally lying through
the midst of its channel, which is uninterruptedly strewed with
huge fragments of rocks, rent from the craggy precipices, between
which this river must rush with astonishing impetuosity during
the autumnal rains. The ascent from Hettowra to Dhoka-phede,
though on the whole by no means inconsiderable, is too gradual,
except in one or two places, to be much felt; nor are the waters
any where deep enough (running off too fast to rise to any great
height) to make the passage of them in the least dangerous: the
few Ruhas, or pits, which they contain, not occurring in the tra-
veller's route. The chief inconvenience experienced in crossing, or
proceeding in the bed of the stream, arises from the slipperiness
of the bottom, which is so great as to render it very difficult for the
porters or bearers to keepupon their legs. Independent of the danger

which would arise from the numerous rocks choaking, as it were,

H
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the channel of the river, its navigation in boats would scarcely be
practicable, even when its waters were at the highest ; for, as Dhoka-
phede rises at the least five hundred yards above the level of
Hettowra in a distance not exceeding fourteen road miles, it is easy
to conceive, what was indeed sufficiently perceptible, that in this
space there are several rapids and falls (called by the Nepaulians
Chekeera and Chingo) which no loaded boat could pass, while the
idea of establishing carrying or portage-places is altogether pre-
cluded by the nature of the enclosing banks, which, in general, are
inaccessible precipices. The few cataracts which we saw did not,
it is true, appear very formidable, the fall of the greatest of them
not being more than four or five feet; but it may be presumed,
and, indeed, 1 have been assured, that there are others much grander
than these, in some points of the river's course, which were con-
cealed from our view by its windings and the thickness of the sur-
rounding forest, it being probable that the foot-path has been car-
ried along, or across, the most practicable parts of the channel. The
perpetual roaring occasioned by the impetuous course of this
stream over its rocky bed adds wonderfully to the effect of the wild
and picturesque scenery that adorns its lofty banks, the hills which
confine it being of an immense, though not uniform height, and
abundantly clothed with a great variety of beautiful trees; for
the most part, indeed, these are so close, as barely to leave a pas-
sage for the waters; at Nimbootin, however, and one or two

other spots, they recede so far as to form a plain along the margin
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of the river sufficient for the admission of a few tents; but even
in these situations theground is over-run with thickets, and covered
with stones. The fordable passages of the Rapti are called Junghars,
of which there are no less than twenty-four between Hettowra and
Dhoka-phede, at the foot of which this river passes, just after
rushing from the bosom of the mountain whence'it has its rise ; it
is of course but an inconsiderable stream at this place.

After crossing the Rapti for the last time, we immediately as-
cended Dhoka-phede, or the Gate-hill, so called from the great
straitness of the pass leading over it; this hill is of a moderate
height, and, excepting just at the summit, of a pretty easy acclivity.
Below it, on the left hand, or to the westward, is the bed of a to-
lerably wide stream, which flows from certain springs (more parti-
cularly noticed hereafter) situated towards the summit of the
Cheesapany mountain: we found it quite dry, which is its usual
state, though it is sometimes filled by torrents that occasionally
rush from the adjoining hills. :

After the description which has been given of the road from
Hettowra hither, it can scarcely be necessary to add, that it is
utterly inpassable during the periodical rains, at which time the
little intercourse maintained between Nepaul and the Turryani is
kept up by the routes of Muckwanpore and Sundooli, which, though
abundantly difficult, yet, not lying through the courses or beds of
torrents, are in some degree practicable at all secasons of the year.

The space between the farther or north foot of Dhoka-phede and
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Bheem-phede is tolerably level and open, and exhibits some traces
of cultivation. This last is a mean village occupied by a few Newar
families, and standing at the south foot of Cheesapany mountain ;
it owes its name, according to some etymologists, to the circum-
stance of the Hindoo divinity Bheem having happened, in a ter-
restrial excursion, to rest one of his feet here, in making a god-like
step : hence it is esteemed a place of sanctity, and the Newars who
inhabit here have dedicated to this deity a small spring, or natural
well, which stands close to the village.

A little way to the westward of the village, and in the bottom
of a close glen formed by a hollow or gorge in the side of the
Cheesapany mountain, a small brook was pointed out to me
which issues from the springs already mentioned to be situated to-
wards the summit of this mountain. It did not flow, at this time,
much below the spot where I saw it quit the mountain, though it
occasionally runs, as beforesaid, in a broad stream, till it meet the
Rapti. Its water was cold enough to sink the mercury of Fahren-
heit's thermometer from 65 to 51 degrees upon being immersed in
it about three minutes; it wasstill colder at its source, the mercury,
upon being plunged into it there, falling presently from 67 to 48
degrees. These experiments, it is proper to observe, were made
at the hours of nine and .eleven in the morning, when the heat
of the sun was considerable, even in the shade. I was assured,
indeed, that the water of this spring is very often too cold to

be drank ; and it is in allusion to its frigidity, that the mountain
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cotitaining it is called Cheesapany, which literally signifies cold
waler.

The ascent from Bheem-phede to Cheesapany fort, is for the
most part difficult ; the road traverses the side of the mountain,
and in many places lies close to the brink of frightful precipices,
formed, on one side, by the torrents of the Rapti, and on the other
by the Cheesapany stream, which together insulate in a manner
the south side of the mountain. Some idea may be formed of the
depths of these chasms from the circumstance of our having been
actually at a loss, more than once, to determine the genus of the
animals which we saw below, the largest cattle often appearing not
larger than the size of a bird. As the path does not wind in a wide
horizontal range, but stretches abruptly towards the summit, and
forms numerous sharp turnings, the ascent is consequently in many
places very steep ; besides which, the footing is rendered not a little
insecure by the loose (ragments of rock which are scattered
throughout it. Many parts of the road too necessarily over-hanging
others, and these stones being easily set in motion by the action of
the feet in climbing, those who bring up the rear of a company of
travellers are very liable to be annoyed by the tumbling fragments.
The perpendicular height of Cheesapany fort above Bheem-phede
is about five hundred and thirty yards, which it took me very near
an hour and a half to ascend in my hammock. In returning, I
descended on foot, in somewhat less than three quarters of an

hour.,
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The south side of this mountain is not so well covered with wood
as the north ; I speak of the space lying between the two ravines
formed by the Rapti and Cheesap'any streams, for the hollows, to
a considerable way up their steep slopes, are abundantly and beau-
tifully wooded. It is in these situations that the fir is mostly seen
in the rr;ountainous tracts, and never near the summits of the more
elevated hills. The Saul and Sissoo are produced on the sides of
Cheesapany ; and after ascending from the springs, and reaching
the greatest height of the path which leads over its summit,
oaks, and other plants peculiar to the loftier situations, are met
with. Indeed, we could always, in the course of our journey, form
a tolerably accurate idea of our comparative elevation, by observ-
ing the various shades of vegetation which occurred as we
ascended.

The fort of Cheesapany possesses no other strength than what
it derives from its situation, which though considerably below the
summit of the pass, is, nevertheless, as well chosen, perhaps, as it
could be, since the space left by the torrents that embrace the
mountain on either side being here very narrow, this barrier en-
tirely occupics the whole breadth of the pass, and could not be
easily turned on account of the precipices, at the edge of which it
stands. It is not capable, however, of containing above an hundred
men, and, although the masonry of it appears to be excellent, is
altogether unworthy, in a military view, of any further notice.

This fort is not commanded by an Omrah, as almost all the
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fortresses in the Ncpaul territories are, but, like Mdckwanpore,
Seedule, and some other places of strength included in Zorawur
Singh's government, is in charge of an officer immediately nomi-
nated by that Soubah. The Omrahs are every where wholly inde-
pendent of the civil governors; their garriso;xs too, are chiefly
composed of troops raised and formed by themselves, the regulars,
or those of the line, being only occasionally employed under them :
they have lands assigned them for the support of (hemselves and
men, and rank very high among the orders of the state. They are
distinguished by the simplicity, or what may (in contrast to the
refinements elsewhere observable, even in Nepaul) be called the
clownishness of their dress, wearing short jimas, wide drawers,
or trowsers, and white turbans carelessly-and inelegantly folded.
-Their arms consist of matchlocks, broad-swords, bows, and arrows,
and their class is determined by the number of Kohras,* or swords,
which they muster. They are never allowed to remain a long time
together in the command of the same place, being relieved for the
most part yearly, and not unfrequently in the moment that they
are about to reap the harvest of their lands. The same policy,
however, is discernible in all the other arrangements of the Nepaul
government with regard to its delegated authorities, and the
jaghire lands, both of which are constantly passing into new hands.
The Omrahs serve very commonly in the armics, but preserve with
'jealousy their own usages. Their respective forces are generally

* A representation of the Kohra is given in the plate at p. 118.
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composed of their own kinsmen; and they affect to despisé cven
the highest situations in the regulai troops. They are all, with few
exceptions, of the Rajepoot tribe. '
Cheesapany is a custom-house station, and the only one, besides
Seedli, at which duties are collected on merchandize passing
from the Company’s and Vizier’s territories. The village adjoin-
ing to the fort contains about twenty thatched houses. There is
a little grain raised here, but by no means sufficient for the con-
sumption even of the few inhabitants of the place, who are therefore
obliged to supply themselves occasionally from the neighbouring
bamlets. The soil indeed of this mountain (especially of its southern
side) would not seem to be favourable to the culture of any species
of grain; the scanty fields which appear towards its summit con-
stitute the jaghire of the Jemadar who commands at this station.
From the fort or village it is a tolerably easy ascent of about
three quarters of a mile, by the road, to Cheesapany, or Cold-water
spring, which lies in a natural hollow of the mountain situated a
little below the road, and on the left hand; it is a romantic spot,
and being but little exposed to the influence of the sun, owing to
the high hills which encircle it, as well as to the trees'which shade
it, is delightfully cool. Amidst the great variety of plants with
which it abounds, our attention was particularly attracted by a tree,
some of the leaves of which exhibited, in a striking degree, the
phanomenon described by Smellie in his account of the Hedysa-

ram movens. As the people of Nepaul consider it in a great measure
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necessary both to the copiousness of a stream, and to the coldness
of its waters, that its fountains, as well as the superior pargs of its
course, should be constantly well covered with foliage, they, on
this account, make great difficulty in removing the thickets that
are occasionally met with in those situations,

After quitting this spring, we continued to mount for very near
another mile, before we actually reached the summit of the moun-
tain, or rather of the path which traverses it. This part of the
ascent is, on tlie whole, tolerably easy ; though the ground being,
as before, loose and stony, the road must be pronounced to be at
best very indifferent. Near the top of a peak (but not the loftiest of
those which rise from Cheesapany mountain) situated to the
noth-west of the highest point of the pass, the mercury in the ba-
rometer fell to 23.80 inches, which indicated an elevation of about 780
yards.above the level of Bheem-phede. This peak, and, of course,
all those around it, most of which are higher, is often covered with
snow for a fortnight together during the winter. Indeed the snow
lies sometimes a span deep, and for ten days together, even at
Cheesapany fort.

On reaching the point of the pass just mentioned, (and which I
judge to stand about 120 yards higher than Cheesapany fort), the
mountains of Himma-leh suddenly burst upon the view, rearing their
numerous and magnificent peaks, eternally covered with snow, to
a sublime height ; and so arresting the eye as to render it for some

time inattentive to the beautiful landscape immediately below it,
1
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and in which mount Chandraghiri, and the valley of Chitlong,
with its meandering stream, form the most prominent objects. Indeed
the snow lay upon them as low down as their sides were visible to
us, which in some parts was to a very considerable depth, notwith-
standing the interposition of the stupendous mountains which rose
immediately to the southward of them, and which, though of a
very inferior elevation, werc nevertheless streaked with snow. This
lower Alps, which would appear to be an inseparable attendant
on the Himma-leh chain throughout the whole range of the latter,
and which constitutes, to an immense extent, what is called the
Kuchir, or lower Boutan (dividing every where upper Boutan or
Tibet from the Nepaul territories), will be more particularly men-
tioned hereafter. The extreme points of Himma-leh, as discernible
from the top of Cheesapany, stretched from east by north to N. N.
West, the nearest horizontal distance being about thirty-eight miles.
After descending a few yards, we lost sight of these Alpine regions,
which were not again visible till we reached the summit of one or
other of the hills belonging to the Chandraghiri ridge. The
snowy peaks of Himma-leh are distinguished among the Nepaulians
by the term of Hima-chooli; Chooli signilying a sharp or pointed
peak ; a round swelling one, such as generally crown the summits
of the Nepaul hills, being called Tumkoo.

The view from the peak of Cheesapany, which I ascended for
the purpose of observing the state of the baroxneter, is said to be, in

a clear day, one of the grandest that can well be imagined, the eye
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reposing from hence alternately on the various sublime objects just
enumerated, and on all the subjacent country ta the southward,
stretching even beyond the Cheeriaghati ridge to the borders of
Chemparun. We were unfortunately deprived in a great degree of
this noble sight, as, when we were best able, and most at liberty to
enjoy it, which was in our return, the mountain was enveloped by
one of those thick mists (called here Too-il) which always hang
over this elevated tract, except during the periodical rains, or oc-
casional showers. These vapours, however, did not prevent our
observing, in the night, the numerous lights, and extensive confla-
grations which illuminating the sides and summits of the sur-
rounding hills, constituted a most picturesque sight, some of the
former seeming, from their immense height, like so many stars,
and, in fact, not easily distinguished at first from those luminaries ;
and the latter presenting the image of streams of fire rushing from
the eminences into the valleys below. This last appearance was oc-
casioned by the burning of the grass and underwood on the sides
of the mountains intended to be cultivated, a pfactice very common
in the low, as well as in the high lands, from an idea that the soil
is at once cleared and fertilized by the operation.

The descent from Cheesapany summit to the valley or glen at
its north foot, is neither so considerable, nor is the road so bad
or dangerous, as the ascent from the Bheem-phede side. The road
for the first part winds vound the brow of the mountain, by a
gently sloping path, which,; though carried along the edge of an -
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immense abyss, is too wide to raise any alarm in the traveller for
his safety. On reaching the north side, the descent becomes rather
more abrupt, but still continues tolerably easy; and during the
middle part, is rendered not a little pleasant by the shade afforded
by some fine trees which adorn this face of the mountain. Towards
the bottom, the declivity is rapid and rocky.

In descending the north side of Cheesapany you meet about mid-
way with onc of those conical piles of stones, which are frequently
raised in similar situations by the superstition of the natives, who
in passing these rude temples, never fail to adore the divinity,
whose presence they are supposed to manifest. They are called
Deoralli, a name which we also find applied both to a very re-
markable peak of Himma-leh, situated directly between Dhyboon
and Kheroo, and to a mountainous ridge through which the
Bhigmutty rushes, soon after escaping from the valley of Nepaul.

Immediately on reaching the north foot of the Cheesapany, you
cross a rapid but not wide stream, which bears different narmes,
according to the villages near which it takes its course. It is here
called Tambeh-_kan, or Kowli-kan, kola; further up it is known
by the appellation of Markhoo-kola, and still higher by that of
Chitlong-kola. It has its rise at no great distance from Paloong, a
village situated in one of the mountains of the western branch of
the Chandraghiri ridge; after descending into the valley of Chit-
long, it is there augmented by some other small rivulets issuing
from the surrounding hills; it then winds through this vallev, and
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runs to the eastward of Ekdunta hill, washing to the westward, the
bottom of the eminence on which the village of Markhoo stands;
whence it pursues its course to Tambeh-kan, passing turbulently
along the east side ‘of that station. From the foot of Cheesapany,
where its bed and banks abound with huge rocks, it rushes with
considerable rapfdity in a direction nearly east, forcing its way
through the intervening mountains till it reachesthe Bhigmutty,
into which it throws itself at Sisniari, at the distance of about seven
horizontal miles from Tambeh-kan. Between Tambeh-kan and
Sisniari, and rather less than two miles below the ford at which we
passed (reckoning according to its course), it is precipitated from a
rocky perpendicular height of nearly fifty feet, with a noise that,
during the periodical rains, is described to be very grand. Indeed
the distant roar-of this cataract was by no means inconsiderable,
even at the season of our journey.

The glen or hollow of Tambeh-kan (for it is scarcely entitled to
the namie of valley) stands about two hundred and seventy yards
-higher than Bheem-phede; onwhich account, as well as because the
soil on the north side of Cheesapany mountain is not altogether so
loose as on the opposite face, the descent to it is comparatively
easy. I am assured that this spot is extremely subject to violent
gusts of wind, which rushing from the intervals of the mountains,
and carrying with them innumerable pebbles, render it a very un-
pleasant stage for travellers, on whom these scattered fragments
sometimes descend with the impetuosity of a hail-storm. This glen
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is also remarkable for the severity of its temperature in winter, at
which time it is said that the water of the river that passes through
it is almost too cold to be drank.

The village of Tambeh-kan, called also Kowli-kan, is at present a
miserable place, though beforethe copperminesin its vicinity(whence
it derives its name) were exhausted, it is said to have been both popu-
lous and flourishing. Indeed the sides of the smaller hills, which
immediately encircle it, exhibiting every whcre traces of former
forests, is of itself, perhaps, no slight indication of the fact, whether
we suppose these forests to have been removed for the purposes
of fuel merely, or with a view to the cultivation of the soil.

Though the mines close to this place are now nearly exhausted,
yet other veins of copper have been discovered, and are worked at
no great distance from hence. It would seem that the miners (who
are of the Agrye cast or tribe) move from place to place, according
as their discoveries occasionally prompt them; and although I am
not éxactly informed upon what terms they carry on their opera-
tions, yet there is reason to suppose that they find them abundantly
profitable, since Kurripoot Ranipoot (or a miner’s son and a
prince’s son) is a proverbial expression in the country, denoting
the opulence of these people, who, it is notorious, indeed, throw
away their money in the most lavish manner, working only when
stimulated by necessity, or by particularly ad{'antageous offers.

Upon quitting Tambeh-kan, we proceeded for some way along
~ the banks, and occasionally through the bed, of the river, which
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towards Markhoo is of a considerable breadth, and every where
confined by hills or rocks of a stupendous height, most of them
very steep, and some actually overhanging the channel below : one
of the-craggiest of these cliffs, of a dark barren aspect, and standing
on the right hand in proceeding up the river, presents the striking
appearance of a few well grown pines issuing {rom its perpendi-
cular side, and preserving their erect position in a remarkable
manner. Before we reached the village of Markhoo, the road
leading to Khatmanda by Pheerphing turned off to the right. I shall
take notice of this route, after describing the more direct one by
Chitlong.

Leaving Markhoo, which stands near the summit of an eminence
on the right, and quitting the bed of the river, we ascended the
hill of Ekdunta, over which there lead two paths. Our cattle, and
most of our people, proceeded by the safcst, but neither the shortest
nor easiest. It lies to the lcft, and partly through the course of a
rivulet. That by which I was conducted wiads round the right or
east face ol the hill, at no great distance from its brow, and is the
most alarming, if not the most dangerous passage that occurred in
our whole journey ; - the breadih of it no where excceds two feet,
and it is in some places not so much. On one hand is the side of
the hill, which, contrary to the general nature of these mountains,
is here quite bare, affording neither shrub nor stone capable of
sustaining the stumbling traveller, on whose other hand is a per-

pendicular precipice some hundred feet deep, at the bottom of
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which the Markhoo-kola rushes impetuously over its rocky bed.
When I perceived the situation I was in, I should have been very
well pleased to have got on my legs: though probably, so sure-
footed are the bearers, I was better in my hammock, where, at
all events, I was under the necessity of remaining, as the narrow-
ness of the road did not allow of my quitting it with safety.

After descending from Ekdunta hill, we proceeded for about a
mile and a half along an undulating valley intersected with canals
and natural rivulets, and swelling sometimes into small eminences,
the greater part highly cultivated, and exhibiting several interest-
ing views of scattered cottages and hamlets, some of them standing
on the summits, yome on the sides, and others in the bottoms of
the inclosing hills, the whole constituting a coup-d’eeil of the most
pleasing and picturesque kind. If, indeed, it had not been for the
terraces or stéps (resembling an irregular flight of stairs) in which
the fields were laid out, both in the low and elevated situations,
and which form a striking feature in the landscape of this country,
the general scenery might have been compared with the appear-
ance of many a spot in England. As it was, the objects which
surrounded us here did not fail to remind us of some of the natural
beauties of our native island. . The terraces or steps just mentioned
are constructed with no small labour (often extending to the tops
of the highest hills), for the culture of those kinds of grain which
require that the water should remain for some time on the soil.

The sides of most, if not of all the mountains in this country,
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abounding in springs, these terraccs are easily overflowed, and the
water conducted from one to another, according as circumstances
demand. Sometimes two fields or flights of terraces are seen sepa-
rated from one another by ravines or rivulets several hundred
feet deep, watered from the same spring by means of an aqueduct
constructed simply of one or more hollowed trees laid across the
intervening chasms, and slightly supported at their extremities as
far as the nature of the precipice happens to admit.

Chitlong, called also Lohari, or Little Nepaul, stands near the
bank of the same stream that passes below Markhoo and Tam-
beh-kan; it contains a few brick and tiled houses of two and three
stories, but is on the whole an inconsiderable place, though cer-
tainly the first station having any appearance of a town, that the
traveller meets with in the Nepaul territories. It is said to have
been formerly more extensive and flourishing than it is at present,
and its decline was accounted for (o me by observing that its situ-
ation on the high road between Nepaul and the Turrye exposing
its inhabitants to be pressed as porters by the officers of government
and other persons of authority passing through it, bad occasioned
the greatest part of them to fly from this oppression into the in-
terior parts of the country. There can be little room to doubt this
account, when it is considered that the same thing happens under
many other governments, which either have not the will or the
power to protect the labouring classes of the people from the vio-

Jence of the superior orders, Whether or not the case was other-
: K
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wise under the ancient Newar princes, I am unable to determine
with exactness, though I suspect that their administration was far
from being moderate or just. But be this as it may, it is pretty
certain that the Newar tribes (who alone, throughout Nepaul proper,
cultivate the ground, and exercise all the other useful arts) enjoy
but little security or happiness under their present rulers, who, on
most occasions, make but too light both of their civil and natural
rights. This observation, however, is by no means meant to convey
any peculiar censure on the Goorkhali government, which I believe
to be at least as mild and equitable as any other in India, whether
‘Hindoo or Mahomedan.

During the dynasty of Newar princes, Chitlong was for some
time a dependency of the Patun Raje, or sovereignty, and had a
district annexed to it containing several populous villages, among
which were Paloong, Taistoon, Boe-khail, &c. It constitutes, at
present, part of the jaghire or fief of one of the four Sirdars, or
commanders in chief, of the Goorkhali forces. There is a mooruth
of Mahadeo to the eastward of the town, close to which is a spring
bf‘qxépﬂcnt water.

-* We passed about a mile beyond Chitlong, before we met with a
spot on which we could pitch our little camp; the situation which
'we occupied was on the east bank of Chitlong-kola, and at the
distance of about half a mile from the south foot of Chandraghiri,
or the mountain of the moon, a branch or spur of which, however,

stretched close to our encampment, as did another, in the same
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manner, from the opposite side of the rivulet, hemming us in so
closely, that the sun did not rise to us on the 27th February, till
half after eight, setting on the same day proportionately early, or
between three and four o'clock. '

There is no cultivation on the sides of the hills just described as
terminating the upper part of the Chitlong valley. They are, how-
ever, well wooded, and abound in a vast variety of wild shrubs,
forming altogether 4 very pleasing sight, though not so interesting
a one as the ficlds of corn with which many of the adjacent
eminences are enriched.

Although our barumeter was not in order for making here our
usual metcorological observations, yet both the rapidity of the
stream which passes through this valley, and the probable ascent
by the road from Tambeh-kan, sufficiently indicate that Chitlong
stands considerably higher than the last-mentioned place. The
natives, besides asserting the same fact, afirmed it to be still more
elevated above the valley of Nepaul ; and this opimion we had the
means of confirming generally, by observing that the level of
Khatmanda was actually below that of Tambeh-kan, though, as to
the precise elevation of Chitlong, as well as of some other situations,
we could form only a vague estimate. It may serve, however, as a
further corroboration of the idea regarding the superior height of
this valley, to notice that during the night of the 27th February
the mercury in Fahrenheit's thermometer fell to 29 degrees, and

that on the following morning we found all the standing water
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around us frozen to a considerable thickness, the imercury at the
same time being at 36.

The Chitlong-kola descends with too much rapidity to be ever
frozen, but the Chandraghiri mountain was crowned with snow
not many days before our arrival at its foot. We had not an op-
portunity of judging of the height of this mountain by the baro-
meter; but, from a rough comparison of it with others in its
vicinity, which we were enabled to calculate with some degree of
exactness, I think it probable that it rises about eight hundred
yards above the level of Chitlong valley, which, I conceive, stands
within two hundred yards as high as Cheesapany fort itself.

The direct road from our camp to Khatmanda lay over mount
Chandraghiri; but as we proceeded to the capital by another
route, I can give no satisfactory account of the former: from the
report, however, of Lieut. Gerard (who ascended to the top of the
mountain for the purpose of taking the bearings of the principal
surrounding points), it would appear that the acclivity on the
Chitlong side is much easier than that of Cheesapany, the road
being on the whole neither so steep, nor of so loose a bottom. The
descent to the valley of Nepaul is, on the other hand, described by
every one to be very abrupt and rugged.

Thankote is situated near the north foot of the mountain; you
pass through it in proceeding to Khatmanda, from which it is dis-
tant about six road miles. The horizontal distance between Chitlong

and Khatmanda does not exceed nine miles.
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From the summit of Chandraghiri there is a most commauding
prospect, the cye, from hence, not only expatiating on the waving
valley of Nepaul, beautifully and thickly dotted with villages,
and abundantly chequered with rich ficlds fertilized by numerous
meandering streams; but also embracing on every side a wide
expanse of charmingly diversified country. 1t is the landscape in
front, however, that here most powerfully attracts the attention;
the scenery in this direction gradually rising to an amphi-
theatre, and successively exhibiting to the delighted view the
cities and numberless temples of the valley below ; the stupendous
mountain of Sheoopoori; the still super-towering Jibjibia, clothed
to its snow-capped peak with pendulous forests; and finally, the
gigantic Himma-leh, forming the majestic back-ground of this won-
derful and sublime picture. On the Bhunjan, or flat ol Chandra-
ghiri summit, there is a small village and market for the accom-
modation of travellers; and on one of its peaks, immediately
below which the road passes, there formerly stood a small fort,
which has lately been allowed to go to decay.

We will now, as proposed above, return to Tambeh-kan, and
trace the route froun thence to Khatmanda, by what is called the
Pheerphing road.

Proceeding for about a mile from Tambeh-kan, partly in the bed
of the river, which passes under it, but chiefly along its westcrn
bank, you at length cross it, at the foot of a mountain which con-
fines it here on the east side, and which you immediately begin to
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ascend. This mountain rises to a very great height,and terminates
in two or three gently-swelling peaks, on one of which (situated
immediately over the road or pass) the mercury in the barometer
fell to 231.75 inches, which indicates an elevation almost
exactly the same with that of the neighbouring peak of Cheesa-
pany. The road, for nearly the whole way to the top, is ex-
ceedingly bad, but the first part is particularly rugged. It winds
considerably soon after quitting the river, and therefore is not often
very steep ; there occur, however, several precipices in it, which
are but ill compensated for by the circumstance of this mountain’s
being remarkably well wooded, and consequently shady. The dif-
ficulty of the acclivity is in some degree diminished by a break or
step, which, after ascending about midway, stretches forward in a
sort of terrace for two or three hundred feet. On approaching the
summit, and during some minutes in descending to the north-cast,
you have a view of Himma-leh, but neither uninterrupted nor ex-
tensive. Thc Markoo-kola, which meanders through the intervals
of the hills, appears to the eye of the traveller from above,
of a deep dark tinge, nearly as black as ink. I conceive the ascent
of this side of the mountain to be little less, by the road, than four
miles.

In proceeding to Khargoo, you descend by a very bad path,
which winds along the north-east face of the mountain that has just
been described, till you reach a small rivulet which separates it
from the spur or projecting hill, on the brow of which the village
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of Khargoo stands.  After crossing this stream, which, as well as
several others that flow in various directions, has its rise from
springs situated, some of them actually within, and some in the
skirts of the village, you ascend by a tolerably easy acclivity
leading to Khargoo. This is an inconsiderable, and miserable
looking place, notwithstanding the few huts it consists of are built of
brick, and apparently well tiled. It may be observed, indeed, once
for all, of the hamlets scattered over the more mountainous parts
of our track, that owing to their fuvourable situation, which was
very commonly highly romantic, they generally constituted most
agreeable prospects when seen from a distance; but that, on a
nearer view, the delusion vanished, being but too often succeeded
by a picture, in which poverty and squalidness formed the most
prominent figures.

Instead of ascending to the top of the hill on which Khargoo
stands, and passing through that village, the traveller may proceed
by a more direct path that lies a little below it to the southward ;
but this is very unsafe, being as narrow as that of Ekdunta, though
not of equal extent,and having a steep precipiceon the right hand;
the danger of it is not a little augmented by the numerous rills of
waten which issue from the superincumbent springs, and, by in-
tersecting the road cut out of the side of the hill, must always render
it very slippery. I happened to be conducted through Khargoo,

and could not view, from the opposite mountain, some of our party
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passing under that village by the lower way, without strong sen-
sations of alarm.

By advancing, after quitting Tambeh-kan, a little higher up the
course of the river than the point at which our route crossed it,
and keeping the Chitlong road till you come to the bottom of Ek-
dunta hill, striking off from thence to the right,I have reason to
believe that a great part of the difficulty just described would be
avoided. Some of our people proceeded by the way here alluded
to, and from their report of it, there can be little doubt of its being
considerably easier, than that which we ourselves pursued. Indeed,
if the case were otherwise, it would be impossible to account for
the preference given by all merchants to the Pheerphing road,
since there would not seem to be any thing in the descent from
Chandraghiri to the valley of Nepaul nearly so arduous or dan--
gerous as what we experienced between Tambeh-kan and Khargoo,
not to insist upon the general ruggedness of the whole of this
route, which was, however, far greater than we had been taught to
expect.

On leaving Khargoo, you descend till you reach a stream
called Khargoo-kola, by a road that, after winding some way round
the brow of the hill, strikes rather abruptly down the north face
of it. The Khargoo-kola rises from the springs already mentioned,
as being situated in and about the village of the same name. I am
pot able to describe its course; but it is probable that after being
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joined by the Seeboodoul rivulet, it empties itself, at no great
distance, into the Tambeh-kan river. After proceeding for a few
minutes along the bank of the Khargoo-kola, you cross it, and
presently mount, by a gentle ascent, another hill of no great ele-
vation, the declivity of which, however, towards the north-east,
is rather steep. Immediately on descending this hill, you enter
the bed of the Seeboodonl rivulet, which is crossed several times
in advancing up the valley through which it runs. This stream
issues frem one of the hills that inclose the valley here mentioned,
to the eastward ; if that may be called a valley in which we found
it difficult to pitch the few tents we had with us. But confined as
this glen or bottom was, we nevertheless found it very agreeable,
the surrounding eminences being beautifully wooded, and pre-
senting many romantic points of view. Low as this situation ap-
peared to be on account of the lofty hills which in a manner over-
hung it, the barometer indicated its elevation to be very consider-
able, the mercury sinking here to 24 inches and a half, or almost
exactly to the level of Cheesapany spring. The height of this place
is further denoted by the extreme cold which we felt during the
night of the 20th March, when on our return from Khatmanda, and
the morning followinz the mercury in Fahrenheit’s thermometer
stood at 43 degrees and a half. It must not be omitted that weiwere
assured this spot was much infested by tigers ; this animal, however,
would not appear, from the accounts we received, to be nearly so

fierce or dangerous in Nepaul as those of the southern countries.
L
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Proceeding from hence about three quarters of a mile, you reach
the foot of a hill, midway up which there is a small fort, called
Gowthan, where some cattle belonging to the Rajah are usually
kept. The bottom below it, on the south-side, is known by the name
of Phakheil Kurrug, on account of its abounding with wild hogs,
which, in the Newar dialect, are called Pha. This is not a very
high hill, yet the ascent in some parts is exceedingly bad, nor is
the opposite declivity on the whole much better. You no
sooner pass this hill than you begin to mount a second, rather
loftier than it,by a road which is at first rugged and steep, but
improves as it approaches to the top, where it winds with an
easy ascent. Descending again by a tolerably gentle declivity, you
cross a third hill, the ascent of which is by no means difficult.
On the summit is a level path for about forty or fifty yards, after
which you descend once more, passing, at the bottom, the Pheer-
phing-kola. From this rivulet you ascend to the town of Pheer-
phing, which stands on the brow of a hill, at the further or north
part of which the Bhigmutty flows over a sandy bed, and through
a channel but little obstructed by rocks. Above Pheerphing,
whence the hill continues to rise very gradually, and about half
a mile to the westward of it, stands the village of Sulti-khul,
romantically situated, directly under mount Chempa-daibi. The
springs of the Seker are to be seen close to this village, and
though it is an inconsiderable rivulet, emptying itself into the
Bhigmutty, very soon after passing to the north-west of Pheerphing,
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yet its sanctity, and, consequently, its importance, among the
natives is very great, giving name to one of the four Arthans of
Nerain for which Nepaul is celebrated. The multitudes of small
fish which the fountains of this stream contain, cannot fail to at-
tract the notice of the traveller, nor will it sufficiently account for
their being so numerous, to observe, that the inhabitants are uni-
versally impressed with a conviction, that any attempt to steal
them (catching them openly being altogether out of the question)
would be followed by immediate death. This rivulet no sooner
passes the Arthan of Seker-nerain, at which spot the fish most
abound, than it throws itself in a cascade of considerable elevation
abruptly into the valley below, whither it would necessarily carry
the greater part of the fish along with it, if some means of prevention
were not used. The mode adopted has been that of sinking two or
three basons in the rock, below the natural bed of the stream, the
current of which, however rapid, can only propel the superior
part of the water confined in the basons. Accordingly, very few
fish are precipitated down the hill by the torrents, even when those
are at the highest, the artificial depths affording them a secute
retreat from its violence. \
Pheerphing, though dignified with the title of a town, possesses
but little advaﬁtagc over Khargoo, either in size or any other re-
spect. The hills and valleys around it, and comprehended in its
jurisdiction, and which, in general, appear highly ‘cultivated, are
celebrated for the wheat and Karphul which they produce; the
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latter is a small stone fruit, somewhat resembling the cherry in
flavour; we saw also at Pheerphing some very fine-looking peach-
trees of unusual height. Whether or not more grain is raised in
this district than is required for the consumption of its inhabitants,
I had not an opportunity of ascertaining; but it is certain, that
neither here, nor at any other town or village in our route (Khat-
manda alone excepted) could we easily procure even a single day's
provisions for our followers ; the authority of the government being
almost always necessary for this purpose, notwithstanding our rea-
dinessto pay whatever might be demanded; from this circumstance,
and the nature of the country, which was every where unfavourable
to the transportation of its productions to any distant market, I am
inclined to think that for the most part these people are content to
obtain from the earth support only for themselves, and that, conse-
quently, we were rarely supplied by them in the course of our journey
but at the expense of exposing them more or less to real inconvenience.

From Pheerphing to Patn, the road, though traversing a country
broken into irregular and unequal heights, and consisting some-
times of the same narrow sort of path cut out of the side, or carried
round the brow or shoulder of a mountain, and impending over
immense chasms, which occurs so commonly in this country, may,
nevertheless (especially thc latter part), be said to be com-
paratively good. The Bhdgmutty is crossed at the distance of three
and a half road miles from Pheerphing. Advancing from this river

about a mile, you leave the villages of Sona-koate and Koakna to
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the left. This last place, as well as Bhagmutty, which stands close
to it, is situated sbmewhat below the road, which here lies over a
hill that separates the Bhigmutty and Purbiooty rivers, between
which the distance is nearly three miles. The Purbiooty issues
from one of the mountains to the eastward, passing soon after on
the east side of Chipigong; it has but an inconsiderable course
before it falls into the Bhidgmutty, which it does a little way below
the point at which we forded it. This stream is also called the
Nee-khoo, from its abounding with fish; nya, or nee, signifying
JSish, an& khoo, a rivulet, in the Newar dialect. The city of Patn,
which is not above three quarters of a mile beyond the passage of
the Nee-khoo, stands on a small, but rather clevated plain, at the
distance of about a milc and a half from the south end of Khat-
manda. The Bhigmutty separates these two capitals, being crossed
a little above its junction with the Bishnmutty, and at nearly the
same distance below the point at which it receives the waters of the
Tookeha, a river that will be further noticed elsewhere.

I compute the road-distance from Tambeh-kan to Khatmanda,
by Pheerphing, to be twenty-three miles, whereas, by Chitlong and
Chandraghiri, it does not, I imagine, exceed nineteen. Of the pre-
ference to which this last route appears entitled, in every other
respect, I have already offered my opinion; I will here add, that
it is invariably used by all natives travelling directly from Het-
towra to Khatmanda, which is a journey very commonly performed

between sunrise and evening.
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I will now return to Chitlong valley, and trace the route we pur-
sued from thence to Khatmanda by Noakote.

Leaving Chandraghiri proper on the right hand, we ascended
in a direction nearly north, and by a path neither remarkably
steep, nor in any other shape very difficult, to the summit of what
may be called Doona-baisi mountain, from the valley of that name
lying below it to the northward. It is, however, a continuation
of mount Chandraghiri, from which it is only partially divided by
a sinking in the top of the ridge, and a separation of the shoulders
constituting a deep gorge or chasm, overgrown with trees and
shrubs, and formed, perhaps, by the attrition of the waters which
spring from above, and meeting in their course down the side of
the mountain, with little resistance, from the nature of the strata
which compose it, may be readily conceived (especially as these
streams are occasionally violent torrents) to have gradually effected
this breach. The same description, as well as theory, will apply to
the greater part of the mountainous tract over which our route lay;
it appearing to consist almost universally of a calcareous rock, and
that rarely of a firm or compact kind.

The acclivity of mount Doona-baisi is broken into two steps.
The first ascent is, by the road, about a mile and a quarter, the
other is a mile ; the flat or level separating them is, however, very
inconsiderable. The whole of this face of the mountain is delight-
fully wooded, the lower parts, towards Chitlong valley, excepted,

where the principal natural production is a stunted oak of the
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holly-leafed species. The chasms below the shoulders (along the
edge of which the road, as usual, occasionally passes) contain Sissoo,
pine, and other trees; among those which adorn the side of the
hill, the chief are the Phullaced, the K4hl$, the Sing Rowla, the
Timmie, the Chillownia, and the Seidburrooa. The first of these
is a species of oak, the wood of which is in high repute in Nepaul
for its strength and durability ; the acorns are used medicinally,
and also serve as food for their hogs. Of the pith of the K&hdld,
the poorer classes of the people, in times of scarcity, prepare a nu-
tritious bread, which is sometimes eaten by itself, and sometimes
mixed with flour. The Sing Rowla is the Lignea Cassia, the
leaves of which are very commonly brought into Hindostan, where
they are employed in spicery under the name of Taiz-pit (or sharp
leaf): the bark of the root does not differ widely from cinnamon,
for which it is, indeed, often sold in the upper provinces; but that
of the trunk and branches possesses little of the cinnamon flavour.
This spice, when not manufactured so as to resemble cinnamon,
is vended by the Pussaries or druggists under the name of
Thieg. The Timmie, called also Taizbul (of which there are two
species), is a curious plant, yielding a berry somewhat like the
black pepper in shape and size ; this berry consists of a black or
bicolor seed contained in a thin shell or pod, which spentaneously
opens when the fruit is ripe. The shell is a strong, pleasant spice,
used for various culinary purposes, and is likewise asserted to pos-
sess great medicinal virtues.* The Chillownia is also a singular

® This appears to be the Cubeb of Java.
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tree; itsupper coat is entirely composed ofinnumerable needle-form
fibres laterally united by a kind of glutinous sap. This part of the
plant applied to the skin, affects it in the manner of thistles, and is
on that account employed as one of the instruments of corporal
punishment used in this country. The wood of the Chillownia
is very much valued, but whether the estimation in which it is
held be: founded on experience of its good qualities, or merely on
superstitious opinion, I am not quite certain; I have been told it
makes good rafters, and have also been assured that it is the god
of trees, and that no house can be said to be perfectly secure in
which more or less of this timber has not been employed. The
bark of the Siedburrooa is manufactured by the people of Nepaul
into a strong useful paper; they also make rope and packthread
of it, neither of which, however, would appear to resist moisture
well. There are two species of this tree, both growing to a consi-
derable size; the one just mentioned is also called Kighazi-pit, or
the paper plant ; the other is the Bhootea Siedburrooa, or paper-
tree of Tibet, which is deemed the best.

Besides these, there are several other useful or curious trees and
shrubs among the natural productions of this and the adjacent
mountains, that appear to be very well entitled to investigation, as
promising both to reward and gratify an active and intelligent bo-
tanist. I shall only notice here, in addition to what has been just
enumerated, the Jumne.mundroo, the Girras, the Puddiem or
) vych, the Chootraphul, the Mahail, and ghc Dhuttola. The first
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of these bears yeilow sweet-smelling flowers, in branches; its leaves
resemble those of the holly, and the wood is, both in closeness of
texture and colour, very like box. The Giirras is a tree thai affects
the highest situations ; its flowers are large, and of a deep red ; and
yield by decoction a purplish colour which ascids convert to a
tolerable pink. The Puddiem or Poyeh resembles, in its leaf and
wood, the cherry ; we did'not see it in flower, and as it is not cul-
tivated, could form no accurate idea of its fruit from the account
we received of it. The wood is held in great sanctity by the natives.
The Chootraphul is not unlike the barberry in appearance; the
wood is of a strong yellow colour, but does not afford a permanent
dye; the women of Nepaul use it, instead of sandal, for tracing the
Tilluh on their foreheads. The Mahail and Dhuttola are both
species of plums; the former bears abundance of beautiful flowers.
The Okher, or walnut, of Chitlong is reckoned the best of any pro-
duced in the Nepaul territories; but those of Tibet are esteemed
superior. The shell of the Chitlong, and, indeed, of most of the
Nepaul walnuts, is remarkably hard. They have learned to-employ
the wood in the manufacture of gun-stocks, Behadur Shah having
of himself discovered that we put it to that use. Their best char-
coal is made of the Bhing, or helly-leafed oak.

We were just an hour in ascending to the top of Doona-baisi
hill, from whence we had a delightful view of the valley below, as

well as a broken one of the snowy ranges of mountains before us.
M .
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The declivity to the northward was in many places; extremely steep,
the road often lying along the edge of the shoulder by which we
descended, and which now and then sunk very abruptly. The
distance by the road from the summit of the mountain to the
bottom of Doona-baisi, could not, I judge, be less than six miles, as
I was two hours and twenty minutes in descending. We passed in
our descent two hamlets, situated on small flat projections from
the side of the hill ; the first of them nearly midway down, the
other about half a mile from the bottom. The village of Pisan-keel
stands on the face of a detached hill less than a quarter of a mile
from the foot of the descent into the valley, and leaning from it
-about south-west. The north side of Doona-baisi mountain, though
of a perpendicular height not less than twelve hundred yards, was
cultivated in some parts from its very summit to its base, present-
ing to the view one of the most interesting and picturesque sights
that can be well imagined ; many of the fields, indeed, appeared
to be so steep as to excite some dcgree of wonder in us at the hus-
bandman’s being able to reach, far less to cultivate them. The
grain raised in these situations is principally Towli and Ikiro ;
they are both species of Ghya, or dry rice, the former of which is

reaped in the summer, and the other in the winter solstice.
I am inclined to think that Doona-baisi* lies nearly on the same

level with Beem-phede, or perhaps a little lower. The Owl, or low-

* The word Baisi or Biasi, wherever it occurs, signifies a valley.
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country plague, prevails in this valley with some force, between
the months of April and November, which must be attributed to
the great height of the mountains enclosing it, as otherwise it
might well be considered an elevated situation, standing as it does
more than fifteen hundred feet above the level of Cheeriaghati.
During this period, the inhabitants fly to the sides of the surround-
ing hills, upon which they all have cottages to retire to. They
nevertheless, continue, even during the bad season, to visit the
valley without fear, while the sun remains above the horizon,
never venturing, however, to pass the night below. This endemial
disease, of which we have been accustomed to hear such exagger-
ated accounts, though doubtlessly a very aflicting malady, appears
to be nothing more than' the jungle fever, so common in the hilly
and woody districts of India, and differing in no respect {rom
the Malaria of Switzerland, as described by Coxe.

‘Our camp in the Doona valley was pitched on a rising ground,
which, though not sufficiently elevated above its bottom, to disclose
to us the sublime scenery of the Alpine regions in {ront, was, ne-
vertheless, abundantly favourable to the view of one of the most
delightful prospects that occurred in the course of our journey,
and the milder beauties of which I should in vain attempt to de-
scribe. It must not be omitted, however, that the romantic and
rural situations of some of the hamlets with which this pleasing
landscape was studded, did not constitute the least striking of its

charms; the soil of the nearer hills, as well as of the valley, appeared
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to be very rich, being, it is probable, mostly composed of decayed
vegetables and decomposed lime-stone. On the eminence upon
which our tents stood, there was a lofty Champah-tree, which
measured in girth eleven feet, though in Bengal this is a shrub of
inconsiderable bulk. The Shujh, or milk-tree, also called in this
country Sukoor, grew here to a very uncommon size,

The valley of Doona is divided from that of Nepaul by an irre-
gular ridge of hills of no great height, which runs across the eastern
head of it, issuing apparently from that part of the Bheerbundy
mountain adjoining, towards the elbow formed by the Chandraghiri
and Doona-baisi mountains. In passing from Khatmanda to Patn,
this ridge presented the appearance of four or five separate ranges,
one rising above the other in amphitheatrical order. If they are
really distinct ranges, the intervals must be very inconsiderable,
the horizontal distance, even from Pisan-keel to Thankote, across
these hills, not exceeding five miles. I incline to think, however,
that what seemed to be separate ridges were in fact no other than
so many steps or risings of the same range, divided severally by
gentle sinkings between, a physical disposition which I often ob-
served in this mountainous region, and which always, in a certain
point of view, exhibited the appearance of so many distinct hills,
With regard to the western extremity of the Doona valley, I can
say nothing positive, because though it seemed to be partially
bounded very soon in that quarter by some low hills crossing it in
a north-west direction, yet the view beyond those was, for this
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country,uncommonly distinct and extensive. But whatever may be
the western limit of this valley, there is no doubt that one may
travel hence to Noakote without crossing any hills, and, conse-
quently, turn the west point of Koomhara mountain, by proceeding
occasionally through the beds of rivulets. The following sketch of
the Rajah’s route from Khatmanda to Noakote will both establish
the fact, and shew also that the ridge which confines the Doona
valley to the eastward, is not actually in contact with mount
Chandraghiri.
Proceeded from Khatmanda
to Kertipore }in the valley of Nepaul.
to Thankote

Hence descended into

Doona-baisi ; whence proceeded westerly

to Mahadeo-baisi.

to Khaistia-dhoban* (or the junction of the Mahaise and
Khaistia, which last stream rises in
Ghedia-kan)

to Mahaise-dhoban (or the confluence of the Mahaise
and Tirsoolgunga).

to Koolpoo-dhoban (or the junction of the Koolpoo and
Tirsoolgunga).

to Bhoodo-sing-baisi

to Daiby Ghaut.

to Noakote.

* Dhoban signifies the confluence of two rivers.
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The whole of the way from Thankote to Noakote (excepting,
indeed, bc;ween the former place and Doona-baisi, where the
descent must be rather abrupt) would seem to be a gradual de-
clivity lying entirely through valleys and the beds of rivers, each
‘successively lower than another, the valley of Noakote being deeper
still than that of Doona. The first part of this route being westerly,
the middle northerly, and the latter easterly, it is evidently so ex-
tremely circuitous, as to require several days for its performance,
whereas, it is only one good day’s journey from Khatmanda to
Noakote, by the direct road over Bheerbundy mountain, of which
we shall speak in the proper place.

Most of the cultivated grounds in and about Doona-baisi are di-
vided somewhat in the manner of jaghires among the civil and
military servants of the Government ; a few are in the hands of
Brahmins, and some of the least productive, as those situated to-
wards the summits of the mountains, are held under certain stipu-
lations by the peasantry who till them. I do not possess the infor-
mation necessary to giving a full or satisfactory account of the
nature of tenures in this country, but I will here sketch out a ge-
neral idea of the matter in the best manner iy sources of intelli-
gence will admit.

The Sovereign is deemed to be originally the absolute proprietor
of all lands, nor is there any tenure under which they can be en-
joyed permanently, or considered as hereditary possessions, except
the few hereafter particularized. Even the first subject of the state,

whether as to birth or office, has, generally speaking, but a tem-
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porary and precarious interest in the land s which he holds, being
liable, at every Punjunni, or grand council (which is for the most
part annual, and assembled during the months of May and June),
to be deprived of them altogether; to have them commuted for a
pecuniary stipend, or to have them exchanged for others. This
council is composed of the principal ministers of Government, and
of such other persons as the Prince or Regent thinks proper to
invite to it; and its business is to examine into the conduct of all
the public officers during the preceding year, to degrade, punish,
and reward them, according to their merits, and to bestow govern-
ments, military commands, and jaghire lands for the ensuing year,
in all which it is the policy of this court to make frequent changes,
with the view of preventing local attachments, and the dangerous
effects of long confirmed local authority ; of accustoming its sub-
jects to serve indifferently in all parts, and of keeping its dependents
always in a state fluctuating between hope and fear; imitating
herein the practice of the court of Delhi, during the mostvigorous
period of the Mogul monarchy; I say imitating, because, little
- as I had an opportunity of observing the political institutions of
this government, I saw enough to satisfy me that many of them

were directly drawn from that source.
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CHAPTER 1V.

Tir lands of Nepaul, under which denomination I comprehend
not only those of Nepaul proper, and of Ghoorkha, but of such .
conquered districts as have been thoroughly settled, may be
arranged under the following classes :

First. Those constituting what may be termed crown-lands, or
the Rajah’s immediate estates. These are situated chiefly in the
Ghoorkha territory, but there is hardly any division of the
Goorkhali conquests, in which the Prince has not appropriated a
greater or smaller sharc of the lands to himself. Some of these
estates are cultivated by husbandmen, with whom he equally
divides the produce; others are managed entirely by agents of
his own, and tilled by the neighbouring husbandmen, who are
obliged to dedicate a certain number of days in the year to this
service; and others are farmed out. From those of the two first
descriptions he draws almost all the supplies for the consumption
of his kitchen and the other departments of his household ; every

jaghiredar at Khatmanda furnishing himself in the same manner
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from his jaghire (unless this happens to be .too remotely situated)
with so much of its produce in kind, as he may require for domes-
tic expenditure, depending on the markets, whether at Khatmanda
or elsewhere, only for such articles as his lands do not yield. This
is the reason why the markets of this country appear to be but
scantily supplied, when considered relatively to the number of in-
habitants ; for they may be said to be almost exclusively resorted
to by the trading, manufacturing, and other classes of the people
not in possession of lands. o
Second. The Birtha, or Brhemoter lands, which are of two
kinds, viz. the Koos-birtha, and the Soona-birtha. The former are
rarely bestowed excepting on Brahmins. The manner of investiture
is solemn ; the Rajah waters with his own hands a clod brought
from the land to be given away, mixing it with some Koos
(a species of holy grass,) and Teel (sesame), and, with certain
other ceremonies occasionally performed by a priest, presents
the whole to the Brahmin, who returns part of the clod to the
earth from which it was taken, and carefully preserves the remain-
der; this gift is sometimes accompanied by a written patent, and
sometimes by a Tambeh-putter, or title-deed, engraved on a plate
of copper. Lands of this kind are rent-free, saleable, and heredi-
tary; but are also forfeitable for certain crimes. Some titles ta
estates of this sort are derived from grants confered by former
princes, the predecessors of the Goorkhali dynasty, but which the

present reigning family have confirmed, by affixing their red seal
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to the original patents, the proprietors paying in these cases a fine
proportioned to the value of the land. It must here be observed,
that though, strictly speaking, the sovereign has no claim on the
proprietor of such lands for any thing more than his prayers, yet
the Jatter occasionally considers it pl;udent to propitiate his prince
by other more substantial means. This is particularly necessary on
the accession of a new Rajah.

The Soona-birtha tenure is that by which certain Newars, and
other natives of the different countries subjected by the Goorkha-
lis, continue to hold their ancient possessions under the govern-
ment of the conquerors. These lands, though rent-free, saleable,
and hereditary, like the others, are not enjoyed altogether on
terms equally easy ; for besides that a considerable fine was exacted
from the proprietors upon the first confirmation of their original
titles, these must be renewed on similar terms under every
succeeding prince

Third. The Kohrya and Bari lands. The lands which come
under this description, are such as are destitute of springs, and
have no stream passing through them. Of this kind are the sides
and summits of many, perhaps the greater part, of the mountains of
this country, though certainly most of those which we passed were
very well watered. A Bari is properly an enclosed fruit or kitchen
garden, unsupplied with springs or running water, being otherwise
deemed of the Kaith kind, and rateable accordingly. Kohrya

land is often comprehended in jaghires, but is not productive
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to the jaghiredar, as it requires considerable labour, and yields,
after all, no very profitable grains. The principal are Muckhye
(lhdian corn), Kodb Murrova, some species of Ghya (a dry coarse
rice), and Toori: they also raise in these situations some barley,
wheat, cotton, Kagnos, or millet, Suma, and Phaphun. These articles
are chiefly consumed by the husbandmen themselves, and others
among the lower classes of the people. The cultivator pays the
jaghiredar, or government, not according to the produce of his
labour (which regularly would be the Buttye, or half), but a cess
proportionate to the number of his ploughs or spades : widows are
permitted to cultivate as much Kohrya land as they can, without
being cessed at all. Considering the difficulty of bringing lands of
this nature into cultivation, and the general scarcity of inhabitants
throughout these mountainous regions, it is probable the govern-
ment draws but little revenue from them.

Fourth. The Kaith lands. The Kaith, or plantation lands, are
of the first quality, being well watered by springs and rivulets,
having a rich soil, and yielding, with moderate labour, all the su-
perior kinds of grain; they are principally situated in the valleys,
the lowest of which are, generally speaking, the most fertile; but
they are not uncommon even in the higher lands, some of which
are abundantly supplied with water. The superficial contents of a
Kaith of a hundred Moories are equal to about four Biggahs, and
thirds of a Biggah.

The divisions of a Kaith are as follow :
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20 Pathies 1 Moorie (183 Dhoors of Bengal),
20 Moories 1 Beeswa.
5 Beeswas 1 Kaith.

It is to be observed, however, that this is not properly .land
measurement, the Pathie and Moori being strictly measures of ca-
pacity ; nor are Kaiths universally of the same superficial area;
but being for the most part equal to about four Biggahs, and two-
thirds,* Bengal measurement, and estimated to produce one hun-
dred Moories of grain in the husk, the term is used to convey a
fixed idea of superficial quantity, though in a restrained sense it

signifies merely a field or plantation.

The proper land-measure of the valley of Nepaul, or of the
Newars, is the Roopni, which is equivalent to three Cottahs and
three quarters of Bengal. Four Moories make one Roopni, and five
Roopnis are equal to a Beeswa, or twenty-five to a hundred Moo-
ries, of which last, twenty-one, and rather better than a third, go to
one Biggah.

The Biggah is used in the measurement of plantations by the
Purbutties only, by which appellation the occupiers of the hilly
regions in general surrounding the valley of Nepaul are distin-
guished from the Newars, or proper inhabitants of the latter,
though the term seems most appropriate to those of the western
Chaster. The subdivisions of the Biggah are as follows:

2 Hauts or cubits square 1 Renoo.
9 Renoos 1 Dhoor (of Bengal.)

* Or exactly to 4 Biggahs, 13 Cottahs, and 15 Dhoors.
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183 Dhoors ‘ 1 Moori.
4 Moories (or, 75 Dhoors) 33 Cottahs.
214 Moories nearly (or 20 Cottahs) 1 Biggah.

The Pathie contains eight Manas, and a Mana (which they rate
at ten Mooties, or handfuls) is equal in capacity to five Chuttacks
three Siccas, Bengal bazar weight; the Pathie may thepefore be
stated at two Seers, three quarters, and five Siccas, and the Moorie
of course at fifty-six Seers, or a Maund and sixteen Seers, Bengal
bazar weight, measuring (it is proper to observe) with Dhan or
Paddy, by which is meant rice in the husk.

The Dharni is  sort of steelyard, in use not only in Nepéul but
in Tibet ; it is employed in weighing oil, lumber, ghee, salt, metals,
&c. but not grain, and is graduated in a very minute manner; the
principal divisions of the scale are the following : |

the Dharni, or extreme degree, denoting a weight
equal to 2% Seers, Bengal - bazar wgight.
the Hummali 2 of a Dharni (or 5 Seers of Nepaul,
each of sixteen Gundabhs).
the Bessowli % Dharni.
“the Barchpul £.
the Authpul .
the Charpul 7.
The Seer of Nepaul, it may be right to notice, has lately been raised,
in certain transactions, to 17 Gundahs.

The lowest price at which good Kaith Paddy (or rice in the

husk) sells, even in the most plentiful times, is a rupee the Moori,
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In seasons of calamity (occasioned by hail-storms or blights) it has
been known to rise as high as a rupee per quarter Moori; the
medium rate would appear to be three-quarters of a Moori, or fif-
- teen Pathies (that is forty-two Seers) the rupee. During our stay
in Nepaul, however, middling rice sold at four Pathies, or about
seven Seers and a quarter the rupee, which is equivalent to nearly
eight Pathies of Paddy the rupee, the ordinary product of a Moori
of Paddy being ten Pathies of rice properly so called, or rice sepa-
rated from the husk. The Mana contains seven Chuttacks, the |
Pathie, three Seers and a half, and the Moori seventy Seers, or a
Maund and three-quarters ; thus a Maund of rice, Bengal bazar
- weight, is equal to eleven Pathies three Manas and a half.
- The usual produce of a Kaith is, as has been already said, a
hundred Moories, or ane hundred and forty Maunds of Paddy ; but
taking it at 90, and supposing the price of grain in the ear to be at
what is considered.the medium stage, or three-quarters of a Moori
the rupee, a Kaith, one year with another, does not yield in money
less than one hundred and thirty-three rupees.

The proprietor of the Kaith divides the produce of it equally
with the cultivator, who in return is at all the charges of tillage,
unless seed be excepted, of which the proprietor would appear, in
some instances, to contribute his share. In the generality of Kaiths
seed is reckoned to- yield from twenty to thirty fold, ¢ Gherame
" Mooti,” or a handful in a seed, being a proverbial expression in

this country, employed to denote the great fruitfulness of the soil.
' o
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Besides the Buttye, or half of the produce, it is very common for
the jaghin:edar, or Tul Singh, as he is called by his renters, to re-
ceive from the farmer with whom he engages, a fine or premium of
two rupees and a half per Kaith, or one hundred Moories; and
unless the soil be of a very inferior quality, this bargain is consi-
dered to be extremely favourable to the cultivator. ¥

Though one or two men might, if time allowed, plough a Kaith
very well, yet as several hands are required to sow and reap it,
there can be but a small proportion of it separately managed by
the jaghiredar, or occupier, however numerous his family may be.
He generally, therefore, satisfies himself with cultivating a few
~ Moories, in which he usually raises fruit or vegetables, leaving the
rest to the Mohi, or undertaker, with whom he engages. Many
Kaiths yield three harvests, one of rice, one of wheat, pulse, &c. and
one (sometimes two) of Tori, an excellent vegetable so called.
There are some grounds which yield two crops of rice successively
(one fine, the other coarse), besides affording in the same year a
wheat crop. The sugar-cane is cultivated a good deal in the Kaiths
about Doona-baisi and Noakote, and is a profitable article; but as
the culture is expensive, the jaghiredars rarely raise more of it
than they require for their own consumption. The seed is sown
invariably by women. ‘

The following detail of the charges attending the culture of a
Kaith of one hundred Moories may serve to throw some additional

oy

light on the state of agriculture in this country.
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55 ploughs, at 13 ploughs per rupee. (viz.)
For Purthx-joaht, or - first turmng up the sonl L 20
For Oakhlaouna, ¢ or second ploughmg L 15 "
For Heelo, or Kadokurna, or thxrd ploughmg - 1o

. For Sehino, or fourth ploughmg - - 10
55
82 labourers at 1 rupee per 24 labourers, (viz). .
For seeding - - .. = - 40

For conducting and distributing the water from the
adjacent springs or rivulets, called Ahree Chitna 10

'For mounding or damming the Ahrees - 10

For plucking and binding the first shoots of rice 12

For transplanting ditto - -

For levelling' and clearing the field - -

For removing the first shoots for transplantation 3

82

\

For one day’s diet to labourers, 24 Pathies of coarse rice at
| : . g 6

6 10&

10 Pathies per rupee - - -
For seed, viz. 5 Moories, at 15 Pathies per rupee -

9

Plonglu . Rup. An.

49{

For Salami, or fine paid by the farmer or undertaker to the |

Jaghlredar, or propnetor . -

‘g8

E——

Total NepaolA Rupees 19 9%
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Some plantations of the more valua e g
are conducted.at as high an mpm,
fifty rupees the Kzuth. Kaiths of this ¢ ‘
cultivated W‘mdum dilferent from oth -'3
them wally receiving from the farmer, inetésd * Begtye, twenty»
five Moories (or a quarter) of the produce, and two Mkl and 2
half of oil of Sissoo.

With regard to the plough, it is proper to notice, that it is
scarcely known among the Newars; it being only very recently
that a few of those ocoupying the lands about Thankote have beea

prevailed on to employ this instrument of tillage, their prejudice
against the use of which would seem to have originated in the ex-
traordinary reverence they entertain for the bullock, since, though
they have no scruples with regard to buffaloes, they deem it the
highest sacrilege to approach even the image of the former animal,
except in a posture of adoration; insomuch, that a malicious per-
son wishing to suspend the agricultural operations of his neighbour,
would be sure to effect his purpose by placing a stone or wooden
figure of a cow in the midst of his field.

The Newars prepare their ground for the rice-seed by digging
it to a certain depth with a sort of spade called Cham KXoodali, or
Koo; turping up the soil in ridges, as in potatoe plantations, leav-
mg&s whole for some time to bev‘q& fiooded, and ﬁnall levelting
the ﬁ% mm&,w. sy Bborious, is said t full as
productiwe to the farmer, as that of p Oughm
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It is to be observed, that the foregoing operations are severally
performed, or supposed to be performed, inone day ; the net profit
of the farmer or manager, agreeably to the preceding statement, and
taking the produce and price of grain as before, is therefore about
forty-seven rupees.

The Purbutties, or the peasantry of the mountainous country,
are divided into four classes, denominated Owal, Doem, Seoom,
and Chaurem, which are Persian terms, denoting first, second,
third, and fourth ; this is the more remarkable as no such division
of the order of husbandmen would appear to have been made at
any time by the Mogul government. The Owals are those pea-
sants who possess five ploughs and upwards; the Doems such as
have from one to five; the Seooms are thosc who, without being
proprietors of ploughs, are considered to be at the head of a few or
more labourers; the Chaurems are the mere labourers, the price of
their labour, whether received in money or grain, being called
Nemiak. The lands of Nepaul proper are cultivated almost without
exception by Newars, those to the westward, as Noakote, &c. by
the Purbutty tribe called Dhenwar.

The Ryots, or peasantry, are distinguished also into Kohrya and
Perjah; the former are those settled in Birtha proprietory, or other
rent-free lands, and are not liable to be called on by government
for any services except the repair of roads, and attendance on the
army upon particular occasions. Those Perjahs who occupy lands

actually belonging to the Prince, though, perhaps, in the immediate
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possession of jaghiredars, are, on the o,ontrary,. obliged to perform
various services, both at the call of the jaghircdar, and of the
Prince. |

The expenses of the military establishments of this country are
for the most part discharged by assignments of land, though in
some instances the soldier receives his pay from the treasury, and
occasionally from the granary ; others are paid partly in monam,
and partly in land, but the most usual mode, and the one must
agreeable to the troops, is that of putting them in possession of
Kaiths, on which they very commonly'settle their families, whom
they can maintain much better in this manner, than by the pecu-
niary stipend to which they would be otherwise entitled.

There would not appear to be any fixed rate for determining
cither the quantity or quality of the Kaiths of the several ranks,
much depending on the interest of the parties, and other inci-
dental circumstances ; and as to the situation of these lands, it is
for the most part, as has already been noticed, constantly fluctuat-
ing. Subahdars, or commanders of companies of sepoys (of which
they have between fifty and sixty of various strength, from 288 to
120 men), receive from fifteen to twenty, and even twenty-four
Kaiths, some of which ‘comprehend villages. A jemadar has from
seven to twelve Kaiths; what the lower ranks receive in land, I
do not exactly know ; but in money and land together the pay
of the private sepoy amounts to about seventy-six rupees per
annum, exclusive of his coat, which is supplied by Government.
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One of the jemadars of the Rajah’s company of guards informed
me that he held- three Kaiths, which yielded him (after dividing
with the cultivator) about sixty rupees per Kaith, or one hundred
and eighty rupees; and that he further received from the
treasury two hundred and eighty rupees per annum. He added,
that he had been much better off when he belonged to a private
company, as he then, instead of receiving any portion of his pay
in money, enjoyed sometimes ten, and sometimes twelve tolerably
productive Kaiths. It is proper to be observed in this place,
that, generally speaking, the Government has so much consider-
ation for .its military and other public servants, as to apportion
their jaghires to the numbers of their families, being particularly
indulgent to the widows, orphans, and other destitute branches of
them. Many young men not yet capable of bearing arms hold
Kaiths; these indulgences, however, are not so common at pre-
sent as they were under Purthi Nerain, or even during the reign of
his successor.

Some of the villages occasionally bestowed in jaghire, are
of considerable value, yielding from three to five thousand
rupees annual revenue; they are managed by a Dooharia and
a Mizaria, the latter of which terms is evidently from the Arabic,
signifying a head husbandman, and being nearly equivalent to
the' Mukkuddam of Hindostan. The revenues of a village, ex-
clusive of what arises from the produce of such lands as may be

annexed to it, consist principally in the rent of houses, and the
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Sair, or duties charged on salt, tobacco, pepper, 'beetle-nut, and
similar articles of general consumption. The proprietor or
occupant of a village is also entitled to the fines levied on the
perpetration of certain crimes, among which the chief are those
depominated Punchuk-hut, the number whereof, as the name
~implies, is five; being, 1. Ghow-hut, or mal-treatment of a Gow ;
2. Stub-hut, or ill-usage of a woman; 8. Atma-huttea, or
wounding one’s self (a violence not unfrequently committed by
particular descriptions of Hindoos for sinister purposes); 4.
Pur-huttea, or wounding another; and 5. Toona, or Kool.
Adultery (termed here, significantly enough, Chak-chukwye, in
allusion to the habits of the bird called by Europeans the Brah-
miny Goose), is likewise fineable in some cases; the injured party,
however, is at liberty to put the offenders to death, if he has
the power of reaching them immediately on the commission of
the crime. The woman often has her nose slit, or cut off, in
which case she becomes a slave, the property in her vesting in the

proprietor of the village.
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ROUTE FROM DOONA TO KHATMANDA.

Mahaise River—Roghalia—Deoralli—Koolpoo River and Valley—Koomhara—
Bailkote-kola—Valley of Noakote—Tadi River—Temple and Town of Noakote—
Paloong-tar Valley—Daiby Ghaut—Temple of Bhowani.—Gogimara—Brahminical
and Chetree Tribes—Mountains of Himma-leh and Jibjibia—Animal and Vegetable
Productions of the Valley of Noakote—Bheerbundy Mountain—View from its
Summit—Kowhilai-peak—Bishnmutty River—Dherimsilli—~Temple of Mahadeo —
Sumboonath—Jeea Plant.
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CHAPTER V.

P ROCEEDIN G across the Doona valley, along the southern border
of which, and close by the north foot of the Doona-baisi mountain,
flows a small rivulet in a westerly direction, we reached, at the
distance of half a mile, a low hill, round the shoulder of which we
passed to'the Mahaise river; this stream has its rise in Boorhadanga,
one of the hills that separate Nepaul from Doona-baisi ; it has here
a west by south course, and probably preserves nearly the same
till it empties itself into the Tirsoolgunga, which it does very
soon ; its banks are romantic, and its breadth about forty feet. Im-
mediately after fording it, we ascended a tolerably high hill lying
before us, the acclivity of which is rendered on the whole pretty
easy by being broken into steps, a small flat with a few huts oc-
curring about midway up. This hill and village both bear the name
of Roghalia. From hence is a view of the road which leads from
Thankote to Doona-baisi, bearing nearly S.E. by S. ; from this situ-
ation a sort of temples are also seen rising from an eminence bear-
ing E. S. E. called Bheem-doka, of which we had another view

from the south end of Khatmanda, whence it bore about north-west.
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Directly east of Roghalia, about a mile and a half, is a handsome
village called Deoralli ; this part of the hill is united to the adjacent
one by a kind of natural causeway seventy or eighty yards in extent,
on each side of which is a chasm some hundred feet in depth. The
breadth of this curious passage being in some places barely suffi-
cient to admit of a hammock, it did not appear totally free from
danger. After crossing the causeway we began to descend; the
first part of the descent consists of several sharp turnings round the
west face of the hill, upon getting to the north side of which the
declivity is at first tolerably gentle, but towards the end extremely
abrupt. At the bottom passes the Koolpoo river, the bed of which
is here of a considerable breadth ; its course is nearly the same with
that of the Mahaise: its sources are in the summit of a hill called
Judpoor, which terminates the head of the Koolpoo valley. Jud-
poor is a sort of spur fssuing from the south-east side of mount
Bheerbundy, in descending from which to the valley of Nepaul,
you pass very near the springs of the Koolpoo. The river dis-
charges itself into the Tirsoolgunga above, or to the eastward of the
conflucnce of the Mahaise with the same stream; several waters
issue from the south side of mount Koomhara, and uniting in their
course towards the valley below, rush together at a right angle into
the Koolpoo, just at the ford by which we crossed it.

"The country between Doona-baisi and Koolpoo-baisi is exceeding
pleasant, being, in general, well cultivated, sprinkled with flower-

ing and forest-trees of various sorts, and presenting a considerable
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diversity of picturesque views. The pine is among the spontaneous
productions of this space, and excels in size and straightness any
that we met with to the northward of Cheeriaghati. The turpen-
tine adhering to those parts of the trees in which incisions had been
made for the purpose of obtaining it, exactly resembled icicles, not
only in transparency and colour, but also in its crystallized figure,
its fragrauce at the same time being uncommonly agreeable. We
saw many pines, whose trunks had been set fire to with the view of
procuring the turpentine more readily.

This valley, which is called Koolpoo-baisi, stands rather higher
than that of Doona-baisi, but affords by no means such delighiful
views. We encamped very near the south foot of Koombhara,
between two of the streams that flow from that mountain. Our
prospect was here rather limited, and the pleasant part of it was
that which we had left behind. On the west we were encloscd by
hills, containing iron mines, the produce whereof is smelted in other
hills (better suited, it would seem, for that operation) lying to the
eastward of our station, not much further to the westward of which
it was pretended that a silver mine had been recently discovered,
though not opened. The beds of the streams which spring from
the south face of Koomhara mountain are strewed with huge blocks
of talc of two or three kinds; the most esteemed is the Koushno-
abruck, or black talc.

After quitting Koolpoo bottom, or valley, we ascended the south-

side of mount Koomhara by a road far the worst of any that occurred
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in the whole journey, being for the most part exceedingly steep,
and lying in many places along the edges of frightful precipices,
to say nothing of the great height of the mountain, and the number
of rocks necessary to be clambered over in the course of the ascent.
The fact is, that this route is scarcely at all in use, being quite out
of the way of all but the inhabitants of the valleys of Doona and
Koolpoo, whose intercourse with Noakote cannot be very consi-
derable. Rugged, however, as this declivity is, great part of
it is laid out in Kaiths, or rice-fields, which are abundantly sup.
plied with water by the numerous springs that issue from this
face of the mountain, on the top of which stands the village of
Koomhara, consisting of twenty or thirty houses. From this com-
manding situation is a very noble prospect, comprehending, in
front, a continued chain, to a great distance, on each side of the
Kuchdr, or lower Tibet, and of all the uneven tract that stretches
from thence to the north foot of Koomhara, the whole forming a
sublime amphitheatre of hills gradually rising to mountains, and
mountains to alps, the latter being terminated by the stupendous
Himma-leh, of which, however, we had to lament that the view,
though extensive, was too often interrupted by the natureof the
interjacent country. This landscape likewise embraces broken
views, or occasional glimpses, of the Tirsoolgunga, the Tadi,
and various other streams of less note, beautifully serpentining
through the subjacent valleys. Below, in the same direction, are also

seen the ruined castle of Bailkote, and town of Noakote, which



KOOMHARA. 111

though situated on hills of no contemptible height, scarcely appear,
from Koombhara, to be elevated above the level of the valley. To
the southward, the perspective, though not so magnificent, is not
less interesting.

The ascent of Koomhara mountain, by the road, is about three
miles and a half; the acclivity, however, is not continuous, passing
partly over a spur, or lower hill, projecting as it were in the man-
ner of a wing or shoulder from the main one, and communicating
with it by a path not less than a mile and a quarter in extent, but,
however difficult in other respects, of no great steepness. The latter
part of the ascent (in which scarcely any other plant is met with
than the Bhang, or holly-leafed oak), is somewhat less than a mile;
but the most perpendicular of the whole. The descent, reckoning
from the summit, or village of Koomhara, to the actual termination
of the declivity on the Noakote side (which you cannot be said to
reach till you have passed beyond Bailkote, a mile and a quarter),
is full five miles and a half; this declivity, however, is in the latter
part very gradual. For the first mile and a half, during which the
road winds but little, it is rathersteep, but is pleasantly lined orshad-
ed witlf wild fruit, and other forest-trecs, many of them of a flower-
ingkind ; you then come to asmall flat at no great horizontal distance
from Bailkote; from whence there is another descent of two miles
and a half, at the termination of which is a grist-mill, turned by one
of the seven or eight torrents that issue from the north side of
mount Koomhara and form the Bailkote-kola, which after tumbling
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for a short space over some huge rocks, mingles very soon with the
Tadi at Narain Ghar, a deep bottom or hollow situated near the
south skirt of Chundi-baisi hill. The diameter of the mill-stone in
this mill did not exceed two feet and a half; and the whole of the
machine was on the simplest construction, as they every where are in
this country, in which, I understand, they are very common ; the
stream that turned it, though it descended rapidly,wasnot above two
feet broad ; it made in a day and night, during the driest weather,
about six Patna Maunds of meal. Close to the mill is a small cul-
tivated level, on which we pitched our tents; but from hence the
descent continues better than a mile further, the road, or rather way
(for there was no beaten path), lying throughout over ploughed
fields consiructed one lower than the other in the manner already
described, and called Ghoor Ghar, so that we literally descended
to the west point of Muddenpoor-hill, or within half a mile of the
Tadi, by an irregular flight of steps. After entering the bed of the
Tadi (which passes here about west and by south) we proceeded
two miles in a N. E. by N. direction, principally along its southern
margin, and crossed it just at the south foot of Noakote-hill, which
was the quarter assigned for our encampment during the residence
of the court in this valley. The town and temple of Noakote, situ-
ated on the summit above us, bore from our tents north-west, dis-
tance about a mile and a half.

The valley of Noakote is of very inconsiderable extent; its

greatest length, which stretches from about north-east to south-
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west, not exceeding four or five miles, and its breadth being no-
where more than a mile and a half, or two miles. The Tadi, which
is here a broad stream, passes through the midst of it, and with
such rapidity as would entirely destroy the fields which it fertilizes,
if it were not here and there confined within its channel by
strong embankments of stone: the dread entertained of its ravages
is nevertheless very great, as it sometimes descends in such a body,
and with so much violence, as to surmonnt these artificial Barriers,
on which occasions the autumnal crop, especially, is liable to be
swept away, just as it is ready to be reaped; nor does the mischief
stop here, for the land is in such cases cut into deep ravines, the
filling up of which the succeeding season is a work of immense
labour. To counterbalance these evils, the soil of this valley is
exceedingly fruitful, and notwithstanding its great vicinity and
exposure to the snowy mountains that enclose it to the northward,
is capable of bearing all the vegetable productions of Bahar, in
which, indeed, there probably is not a single species of grain raised,
that may not be met with here. The rice of Noakote is in particular
estimation, the finest kind being called Jeera Serri, and selling,
on an average, at the rate of twelve Pathies per rupee, in the
husk.

This valley, besides being inmediately surrounded by very stu-
pendous mountains (exclusive of the Himma-leh and Kuchir
ranges), on the summits of which snow lies in the winter during
several days, is reckoned to be the lowest, if not of any in the

Nepaul territories, at lcast of all those in the vicinity of Nepaul
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proper; and indeed the barometer denoted it to be but little ele-
vated above Hettowra, the mean height of the mercury, for two or
three days in the middle of March, being 28.24 inches, which.gives
no more than a difference of about sixty yards; whereas, in the
valley of Nepaul, separated from Noakote only by Bheerbundy
mountain, the mean height of the barometer during nine days to-
wards the end of March was 25.75 inches, indicating a difference
in elevation of no less than 2205 feet in favour of Nepaul. This
fact will sufficiently account for the great height of the tempera-
ture of Noakote valley, the mean of which, from the 3d to the 17th
of March, was 704 degrees, the extreme heat, during this period,
having been 98 degrees, and the least 54 degrees: the observa-
tions* were made between six in the morning, and nine at night,
chiefly in a tent, without a fly, but occasionally in a tent having
one, and with two or three thermometers by Dolland, graduated
according to Fahrenheit's scale. The sun did not appear in this
valley on the 15th March till near half after six o’clock.

The Tadi issues from a lake or bason called Soorey-koondeh,
which is embosomed by the lofty mountains lying immediately to
the north-east of Dhyboon, and just below Himma-leh. This lake is
not more than two or three miles from the springs of the Tirsool-
gunga, to the eastward of, and somewhat above which, it is situated.
The Tadi, called also the Soorey-mutty (after its parent waters),
runs, during the carlier part of its course, at a very inconsiderable

distance from the Tirsoolgunga, from which, however, it soon

* The number of which were one hundred and three.
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separates, turning off rather abruptly to the eastward. Thefirst place
of any note by which it passes is Phalchoak, a Bhootia town about
nine miles south-east of Neel-khent, or the sources of the Tirsool-
gunga; hence it proceeds winding ‘through the Kuchér ridge in a
south-west direction, to Kerumboo, which is about eleven miles
from Phalchoak, and three days’ journey from Khatmanda. Con-
tinuing nearly the same course for nine or ten miles, it flows through
Sindhoo-baisi, after which it strikes off directly west towards Noa-
kote, on the south side of which it passes, while the Tirsoolgunga,
separated from it only by the hill on which Noakote stands, runs
along the opposite base. Here the Tadi, augmented by the waters
of the Sindoora and Bailkote rivulets, winds round the south point
of the Chundi-baisi hill (remarkable for its red soil, as is also that
of Noakote, of which it is indeed a sort of descending spit,) whence
it proceeds for about three miles in a W. S. W. direction, mingling
with, and yielding its name to, the Tirsoolgunga at Daiby Ghaut.
The cel of the Tadi is of the largest kind I ever met with, and
not inferior in taste to the best; it abounds also with a very
fine fish called Usla, which differs nothing in flavour, and very
little in appearance, from the Helsa, or sable-fish of Bengal. The
Phaketa, another species of small fish found in the Tadi, is
remarkable both for the swiftness with which it glides through
the water, and the singular construction of its superior fins,
which resemble a fan both in point of figure and in the manner
in which they open and close. |
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The temple of Noakote is dedicated to Maha Mai, or Bhowani ;
it stands on the brow of the hill, the ascent to which from our sta-
tion below was for the greatest part of the way by a flight of steps
cut out of the side of it. The building is of brick, and has nothing
very striking in its appearance. The accumulated offerings to the
goddess suspended from the projecting roofs (which incliue to the
pent-house form) appeared tolerably numerous, consisting, however,
almost entirely of brass vessels, and weapons of various sorts. Among
the latter were several trophies acquired during the recent con-
test with the Chinese. I had been told, previous to my visit,
that this temple was also decorated by some arms lost by Captain
Kinloch's detachment; but either my information was not cor-
rect, or they had been removed in compliment to me. The
town of Noakote adjoins the temple, occupying a sort of ter-
race that stretches northerly towards Ma‘ha-mundulw, or the
highest peak of this mountain, immediately below which the
Tirsoolgunga passes. This town is not of any great extent, but it
contains some of the largest and best-looking houses to be seen in
Nepaul.

Noakote is the favourite residence of the regent Behadur Shah,
who was born here. It was also for a long while the station of
Purthi Nerain's court, being one of the first places which that
prince wrested from the Newar sovereign of Khatmanda, and from
whence he prosecuted his invasion of Nepaul:* its situation is of

* See Chapter VIII.



VALLEY OF NOAKOTE. 117

importance, as it commands the only entrance in this quarter from.
upper as well as lower Tibet, standing immediately opposlte, and
close to, mount Dhyboon, by which the Chinese army was obhged |
to descend, when proceeding through.the Kheroo pass; . ‘this army
penetrated almost to the foot of Maha-mundul. The feveral posts
occupied respectively by the Chinese and Nepaul forces durmg
their conflict in the environs of this place, were pointed out to us
. from the summit of Noakote.

The acclivity of Noakote hill was not so difficult as to prevent my
mounting almost to the summit in my palankeen, which I was not
obliged to quit till I had reached within a few yards of the foot of
the temple, where the ascent is exceeding steep. I was three quar- -
 ters of an hour in descénding, through a road pleasantly shaded
by the several varieties of trees which constitute the usual natural
growth of these mountains.

The valley of Noakote is not habitable after the middle of April,
on account of the excessive heats, which then begin to generate the
- Owl. If the Regent, therefore, at any time happen to prolong his
stay here to that late period, he quits the valley, and repairs to the
town of Noakote. His visit, however, does not often exceed the
duration of the cold weather, which, though rather severe at Khat-
manda, is very mild in this valley. There are no buildings
here for the ac'commod»ation either of the Regent or his retinue, so
that during the residence of the court in the valley, the whole re-

main under cover of tents or temporary huts, which last are of the
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knife Wom '»by ev Nﬁpaﬁﬁan, and called KhOOthl‘l, is chleﬂy
employed; it is also of very great usc, as I repeatedly expe-
rienced, in clearing away the road when obstructed by the
low hanging boughs of trees, and other similar impediments.
There were not, I believe, more than two- ﬁm&l Pmls;: or tents,
,:Hhmong the wholae of the deputation” ﬂut scorted: rmn Patna,
‘:__,although the brother of ‘the Rajah ﬁ.;,his,pfmmpal minis-
| ters, thc commandcr of his guards,, : ,‘dut ’t‘hé‘}’g&%fnrm‘r of a pro-
vince; were of the party; excepting -those who. 1odged in the
tents, they all either halted every stage of our Joumey, in the
manner just described, or took up theu' quaxtels beneath the tree

nearest to them. .
In proceeding from Noakote valley to Daiby Ghaut, or the con-

fluence of the Tirsoolgunga and Tadi, we passed over Chundi-baisi
hill, which is a kind of narrow spit separating those rivers in this
place, and terminating by an easy descent just at the union of the
two streams. The top of it is tolerably level, and contains some
inclosed fruit gardens. The Tadi is not visible from it, being
poncgaled by a swelling of the hill on the west side: but the
Tirsoolgunga is seen meandering on the right, through a beautiful



Lirimm by AW i

n

YRR YA






DAIBY GHAUT. 119

valley called Paloong-tir. Tdir properly signifies a wild or uncul-
tivated valley, in contradis'tinction to Baisi, or Biasi, which is ap-
plied only to valleys in a state of improvement. It is necessary,
however, to notice here, that the appellation Tar does not suit the
present condition of this valley, which has of late been brought
into very high cultivation.

Daiby Ghaut bears about W. S. W. of Noakotc, from which
it is distant between three and four road miles. There is a rude
temple at this place, dcdicated to Daiby, or the Goddess, as
Maha Mai, or Bhowani, is emphatically styled by way of pre-emi-
nence. ‘Here sacrifices are occasionally offercd to her in her cha-
racter of the universal mother, or, in other words, as Nature; the
officiating priests at which, are usually Newars, those people con-
sidering Bhowani as the tutelar divinity or patroness of their tribe.
These oblations consist principally of buffaloes, on the flesh of
which the ministers of the goddess unscrupulously regale, a special
revelation of her divine will having some years ago rendered it
lawful for the Newars to feed at all times upon this animal. The
occasion of their obtaining so extraordinary a dispensation is
closely connected with their origin as a nation, and will be here-
after mentioned in the sketch which 1 have given of their history.
It is sufficient in this place to notice, that, notwithstanding so re-
volting a deviation from the Brahminical dogma, the Newars,
though certainly holding no high rank among the various Hindoo

tribes at present occupying Nepaul, would not by any means appear
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to be in a state of religious degradation, whatever their civil or
Arlv)olitical condition may be. There are many doctrinal opinions
common to them and the stricter or more respectable sects, who
occasionally assist at some of their rites; the Rajah and his court
immolating, for instance, during our stay at Noakote, a vast number
of buffaloes, and other perfect male animals, at the temple of Daiby
Ghaut. Indeed, though the Regent of Nepaul cannot possibly be
surpassed by any secular Hindoo, either in devoutness or supersti-
tion, yet he would not seem to consider the inviolability even of
the type of Mahadeo himself in a very rigid light ; since his army,
in the late expedition into Tibet, having been reduced to such cruel
straits as obliged them to feed upon the flesh of the Chouri bullock,
he ingeniously repelled the imputation of sacrilege, by logically
observing, that, as the cattle which they had slaughtered and caten
were not of the kind distinguished by long dew-laps, and as this
was a necessary generic mark of the sacred bull of the Shaster, it
plainly followed, that they had not transgressed against the law.
It was somewhat in the same spirit of regulated zeal, that, upon
certain missionaries .offering to instruct him in the most useful
.branches of mineralogy and metallurgy (respecting which this
Prince is very curious), provided he would embrace the Christian
faith, he coolly replied, that his rank in the state made it inconve.
nient for him to accede to the proposed tcrms, but that he was
ready to substitute two or three men who should make as good

proselytes as himself. The missionary rejecting this expedient,
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and the Regent not comprehending, or affecting not (o comprehend,
why three souls should be of less estimation than one, very gravely
inferred that the holy father could only be prevented from accept-
ing so fair a proposal, by the desire of concealing his ignorance of
the arts which he had professed himself qualified to teach.

To return from this digression ; the sanctity of Daiby Ghaut is
of suchhigh aécount, that the late Rajah, Singh Pertaub, chose it for
his last terrestrial stage; here too he was accompanied in death
by one of his wives, the mother of the present Bijoo Seer, a younger
brother of the reigning Priuce, and a youth of no inconsiderable
promise. The mother of Run Behadur was far from imitating this
example of posthumous attachment; for deeming it pleasanter to
rule after, than die with her lord, she declined the honour of
ascending his funeral pile. She long directed the affairs of this
country on behalf of her infant son, with no less ability than suc-
cess, the present Regent never being able, during her life, to obtain
the smallest participation in the government.*

The scenery around Daiby Ghaut is of the wildest and most
romantic kind, exhibiting hills of various elevations confusedly
heaped together, and for the most part thickly clothed with fo-
rests. On one side rolls the Tadi over a stony bed, in the midst,
and along either margin of which, are strewed numerous huge rocks,
severed at different periods from the mountains which here con-
stitute the stupendous banks of this sacred stream ; on the other
hand rushes in a broader but rather less precipitous current, the

* See p. 273.
R
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equally holy Tirsoolgunga. The waters of both rivers are perfectly
transparent ; but their temperature varies at the point of their con-
fluence, that of the Tirsoolgunga being many degrees colder than
the other. The fact was familiar to the natives, who accounted for
it by observing that the course of the Tadi, especially the lower
part of it, lying through a soil comparatively bare and open, while
the bed of the Tirsoolgunga was confined, for the most part, be-
tween narrow bottoms formed by steep mountains covered to their
base with over-hanging forests, the latter river was necessarily
colder, because less exposed in its progress to the action of the
solar heat.

I shall have occasion to speak elsewhere of the source of the
Tirsoolgunga; with respect to its course, after its junction with the
Tadi, when it becomes so deep and considerable a stream as to be
impassable in the driest season of the year, excepting in canoes
(only one of which I saw plying at the Ghauts), my information
barely enables me to state generally, that it passes successively
through the valleys of Goojoore-tir, Seesa-baisi, and Jogimara, near
the last of which places, uniting with the Mursiangdi (a river that
rises from one of the snowy ridges of lower Tibet), it pursues a
westerly direction till it -disembogues into the Gundi at Deo

Ghaut.* Throughout the whole of this space, which is described to

* Deo Ghaut is a place of considerable sanctity, the waters of the Tirsoolgunga,
the Gundi, the Mursiangdi, and the Saite, mingling at, or near it, with the Kali
Gunduck, or Shlegrim,
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be exceeding wild and mountainous, its navigation is said to
be utterly impracticable; not so much, however, on account of
the rocky channel in which it runs, as owing to the rapidity of its
stream; because, though its descent is probably not a little abrupt
in some parts, yet the total declivity between Daiby Ghaut and
Deo Ghaut would not appear to be sufficient to authorize the idea
of its giving rise any where to considerable cataracts. The road
from Daiby Ghaut to Jogirmara is carried along the east side of the
Tirsoolgunga ; the distance heing five journies, or about a hundred
and twent.y miles. Jogimara is usually mentioned with the adjunct
of Oopadroong, from a mountain of this name, which rises from the
opposite bank of the Tirsoolgunga.

The Tirsoolgunga, previous to the conquest of Nepaul by Purthi
Nerain, separated the territories of the Ghoorkhali and Newar
Princes, the western limit of Ghoorkha being marked by the Mur-
siangdi. This tract contains, besides a pretty numerous peasantry
of Dhenwars, several Rajepoot families, and some Newars ; but the
tribes by whom it is chiefly occupied, are of thé Brahminical, and
Chetree orders ; and as these last constituted the principal strength
of Purthi Nerain's government, and continue to form the main
support of the present one, they rank very high among its subjects,
no description of whom possesses such considerable credit and au-
thority as their leaders enjoy. They consist, for the most part, of
the Khus and Mangur tribes of the Chetree class; and of the Paure
and some other casts of Brahmins ; their chieftains are known by

the appellation of Thurgur(or one inhabiting a nest) among whom,
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(with the exceptionof a few individuals deriving their descent from
the same stock as the reigning Prince, and who are consequently
Rajepoots), are to be found by far the greatest part of those who
conduct the affairs of this state. Their number, strictly speaking,
is limited to thirty-six, for though, in loose language, every indi-
vidual of those clans is sometimes styled a Thurgur, yet the title
properly descends only (o the heads of certain families. Nor are
all these of equal consideration, there being three gradations of this
order, of whom the pre-eminent one is denominaied Chutter, on
account of its consisting of six chiefs. It is from the Ghutters that
the Kijees or Dewans are usually selected, which does not, how-
ever, prevent the other two inferior classes from being likewise
eligible to this office, It is impossible for me, with the slight infor-
mation which my short visit to Nepaul enabled me to collect, to
describe this curious institution with all the accuracy that it would
appear (o deserve ; I can only add to what has been said concern-
ing it, that the leading members of this body, whether actually
employed or not, appear to possess such a high authority in the
state, as renders it nearly impossible for the executive government,
in whatever hands that may be, to pursue any measures of an im-
portant nature, in opposition to their advice. I have even been
assured, that the throne of the Prince himself would be no longer ‘
secure, should the prinbipal Thurgurs concur in thinking that his
general conduct tended to endanger the sovereignty, which they
profess themselves bound, as far as rests with them, to transmit,

unimpaired, to the distant posterity of its founder, and the interests

.
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- of which they do not allow to be determined by the partial views,
or temporary policy of the ruling individual. The great ascendency
of this order is the more remarkable, as it would seem to rest
almost wholly on the respect they derive from their ancient ser-
vices, and attachment to the Ghoorkha family, and not to arise in
the smallest degree from the ordinary sources of political influence,
since I do not understand them to be particularly distinguished
among their countrymen, either for their opulence, their extensive
possessions, or the number of their adherents. They occasionally
hold jaghires on similar terms with the soldiery, and, like them,
indifferently in all parts of the Nepaul territories; but their heri-
ditary fiefs, or estates, are situated entirely in the districts of
Goorkha and Sumjoong, which constituted the patrimonial i nhe-
ritance of Purthi Nerain. Besides the produce of these lands, and
the emoluments arising {rom the offices they happen to fill, they
receive an annual fine of four annas from every taxable Kaith, or
plantation of a hundred Moories, throughout the country, the
‘amount of which they would appear to distribute among their
respective clans, according to rules established for the purpose.
The only special immunity of a personal kind that they are said
to enjoy, consists in their being exempt from the final jurisdiction
of the Punjunni, or annual court of inquisition, and liable to be
disgraced or punished by a decree of the Rajah alone. They for-
merly affected, like the Omrahs, a great simplicity of dress, justi-

fying their practice in this point by observing, that it was with
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their swords, and not with the aid of fine garments, that their an-.
cestors had raised the Goorkhali house to the respectable station
which it now occupies ; but whatever risk the Thurgurs might have
heretofore run of incurring censure or ridicule by appearing in
vestments of silk or muslin, it is pretty certain that they have lat-
terly relaxed considerably in this point, and that there are at
present some among them who are far from manifesting any soli-
citude to maintain inviolable this rustic characteristic of their
order.

The wind, during our stay in the valley of Noakote, was almost
constantly fixed between the west and south-west points; it was
usually gentle till about one or two o’clock in the afternoon, when
it scarcely ever failed to rise gradually, blowing at intervals in
violent gusts, while the sun remained above the horizon. To what
distance below Daiby Ghaut this wind is prevalent, is uncertain,
but it is observable that its current corresponds exactly with the
course assigned to the Tirsoolgunga, which forming a sort of {un-
nel by means of the mountains enclosing it, may possibly contribute
in some measure to its transmission. Though certainly not so hot
as the westerly monsoon of Bahar, yet it was sufficiently so to
render the use of Tatties very agreeable; unfortunately, it termi-
nated but once in a wet squall, and that not till the evening before
our departure from Noakote. It was owing to the want of rain that -
an almost perpetual mist enveloped the superior mountains to the

northward of us, while we remained in the valley, from whence,
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therefore, we never had a single opportunity of contemplating the
hither alps which constitute the Kuchir, or lower Tibet, either
with the unioterrupted attention, or in the comprehensive manner,
which was so highly desirable. With respect to the further range
of Himma-leh proper, the very low situation we were in would, in
the finest weather, have but barely admitted of our obtaining a
glimpse of a few of its peaks through the occasional opening of the
interposing mountains. Notwithstanding, however, all unfavour-
able circumstances, our view of the Kuchir was by no means
uninteresting ; it was at least very extensive, stretching to the east-
ward especially, to a considerable distance, and though gradually
sinking in that direction to such a degree as to appear to subside
finally to the level ofthe subjacent hills, yet exhibiting throughout,
both on its shelving summit, and along its sides, abundant streaks
and patches of snow, some of which reaching in several places
from the top to the bottom of the ridge, presented the image of so
many streams of milk rushing into the valleys below. The most
striking amidst the points of view which this landscape afforded,
was mount Jibjibia, which towering over all the other peaks of the
Kuchir, forﬁls a conspicuous object not only from hence, but from
Bheerbundy summit, and the valley of Nepaul. Its form is not
perhaps less beautiful than curious, which renders it casy to be
distinguished in all its aspects, as wellas at a great distance. Hence
it conduced admirably towards ascertaining the relative position of

several mountains and places laid down in the accompanying map.
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Jibjibia, as well as the rest of the range to which it belongs, is
by no means scantily provided with wood, though it is constantly
strewed with snow throughout the winter and spring, and is so
liable to frequent falls during the other half of the year, that it is
rarely, if ever, totally free from it.* It was too remote to allow of
our discerning clearly the species of trees which covered it, but
those which fringed its summit appeared through the telescope to
be of the pine kind. Regarding the probable elevation of this
remarkable mountain, I shall suspend my opinion till I come to
describe the route to Neel-khent, or the sacred source of the Tir-
sool-gunga, which is situated at the further or northern foot of
Jibjibia.+ Its horizontal distance from Noakote does not exceed
twenty miles, though it took some country people who brought us
a present of frozen snow from its vicinity, two days and a night o
perform the journey. These men reported that the snow lay so
deep on the road, as to render it nearly impassable; and indeed
none but the Tibetians themselves will undertake to traverse the
Kuchir, except in the height of summer; the Nepaulians never
venturing to set out on the pilgrimage to Neel-khent before the
month of Sauren, or July and August.

Besides rice, a good deal of sugar-cane is raised in the valley of

* The state of the snow on the sides and summit of Jibjibia, and the adjoining
mountains of the same range, varied almost daily while we remained at Noakote,
and these variations (occasioned by alternate thaws and falls) were usually so evident,
that we generally could determine in a morning whether or not it had snowed the
preceding night. t See Chapter 1X. '
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Noakote and its neighbourhood ; the Goor or brown sugar brought
to market here is in small lumps, and in a much more refined state
than that which is usually met with in Bengal. They have the
largest garlic here 1 ever saw, each clove of it being of the size of
the ordinary garlic of Bengal The pine-apple of Noakote is by no
means bad, but we did not meet with a single good plantain here,
or in any other part of Nepaul. The people of this country plume |
themselves very much on their guavas, but they are, to say the
most of them, no better than those of our own gardens ; they have
infinitely more reason to be proud of their oranges, which appear
to me to be very superior to those of Silket, and, probably,
indeed are not surpassed by any in the world. They are here called
Santbla, which I take to be a corruption of Singterrah, thename by
which a similar species of orange is known in the Upper Provinces
of India. Those of Noakote are highly esteemed, but are neverthe-
less declared to be inferior to the Santdla of Goorkha, Sumjoong,
and other more western situations. This fruit is most commonly
propagated from the seed, which is sown in earthen vessels filled
with a black loam, some time in the month of Assaur (July); if not
exposed to the weather, they are watered twice a day; and.in
Kautic (November) are transplanted, a proper distance being pre-
served between the young shoots; the third year they bear fruit,
which ripens thoroughly by the month of Aughun (November,
December). The Santbla continues ordinarily in the highest per-

fection for three months, and preserves much of its excellence
S
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cven to the end of six. Many gardens produce them throughout the
wliole year, but in this case the trees are obliged to be secured aguinst
the itclemencics of the weather,  There is an orange-trce of a very
fince kind in an arca Lefore the Rajah’s palace at Khatmanda, which
was loadcd with fruit to the end of March. They pretended that
this tree was not mercly a perennial, but that if the oranges, which
werc then mature, were permitted to remain uﬁgathcrcd, they would
not only become green once more, but ripen again in proper scason ;
they aflirmed the same of another fruit called Kheep. The Santola
may be raised entirely within doors,in which situation I am assured
it is often known to yicld very good fruit.

The Jeera Scrri of Noakote has been already mentioned. To
enumerate all the varieties of rice produced in this valley would
be endless; the superior kinds are sown in Jait and Assaur (June,
July), and reaped in Aughun (November, December). After reap-
ing the Aughun harvest, they sow in some of the ficlds wheat and
batley, which they gather in towards the end of April.

The Kustoora, or musk-deer, is a native of the Kuchir, or lower
Tibet, but is met more commonly in some parts of that extensive
tract than in others. They would not appear, however, to be very
numerous any where; and though a considerablc portion of the
Kuchir is subjcct to the Goorkhalis, the Nepaulians procure the
Kustoora principally from the vicinity of Neyat, Dhyboon, and
one or two other places.  This animal is most usually caught by

means of a snare, made of a particular kind of mountain bamboo, of
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which it is reported that the whole species is occasionally blasted
at once, not a single tree remaining that does not rapidly decay.
The blight, however, never happening till the annual seed has fal-
len into the ground, the plant is abundantly renewed in duc course
of production. Very little pure musk is to be obtained at Khat-
manda; and there is still less exported from Nepaul; indeed I
have been assured, that even the musk contained in the nifch, or
bag, still attached to the body of the animal, is not always found
unadulterated, and that its purity can only be relied on when the
Kustoora is received directly as a present from some person on
whose lands it has recently been caught.*

The Chuckoar, Moonil, and Damphia are natives of the same
mountainous region; the two last belong to the genus of pheasants,
the Damphia being of the golden, and the Moondl of the arghcer
or spotted sort; they are both extremely beautiful birds; and
though the latter sometimes lays eggs in its captive state, it has
never been known, I am told, tohatch them. The Chuckoar is well
known to the Furopeans iu India by the name ol the Fire-cater; itis
a species of partridge, and derives its latter name from its reputed
power of swallowing fire: the fact, according to the people of Ne-
paul, is, that in the season of love this bird is remarkably fond of
red or chean-pepper; after cating two or three capsules of which,
it will bite at a red-hot coal if offcred to it. The Chuckoar is

* The reader will find some curious particulars respecting this animal, and the musk
which is obtained from it, in Captain Turner’s Account of an Embassy to the Court of
the Teshoo Lama, p. 200.
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caught by means of a decoy of its own species surrounded by nets
or springes, into which the wild ones, who are very ficrce and quar+
relsome, are betrayed by their eagerness to attack the captive
birds.

The Khilidge is met with in the thickets which over-run the
gorges of the mountains near Noakote ; it resembles the common
pheasant in its appearance, but I cannot say much in commenda-
tion of its flavour. Our party went out once:or.twice in quest of
these pheasants, but without the least success; sd' that T suspect
they are far {rom abounding in this quarter. In fact, we scarcely
ever saw or heard a bird of any kind after entering the mountains.
I may add, that this is as bad an angling as fowling country, for
though some of the rivers may almost be said to be animated, yet
they are at the same time so transparent and so rapid, that the fish
with which they swarm can by no means be brought to bite.

The Sirus, ortolan, wild-goose, wild-duck, and several other
specics of the feathered tribe common to Bengal and the rest of
the countries lying to the southward of Nepaul, are occasionally
seen in this and the adjacent valleys, where, however, they appear
merely as birds of passage, making, as the people of these parts ex-
pressed it, only a stage of Nepaul in their flight from Hindostan to
Tibet. They begin to migrate from their native plains towards
the middle of April, whither they return when the elevated regions
in the vicinity of Himma-leh become too inclement for their
abode.
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It may not be improper to notice here the Chowri and Chan-
gra of Tibet, as they are both met with in this neighbourhood,
though they never descend below the Kuchir. The Chowri, known
best in Hindoostan by the name of Soori-ghii, is the cow, the beau-
tiful tail of which forms one of the exports from Nepaul and Tibet,*
the natives of the latter eating the flesh of it without reserve, while
those of Nepaul, though they affect to class it among the deer kind,
on account of its having tio dew-lap, do not consider it lawful food.
The Changra is the shawl-goat, which I suspect to be rather scarce
even in Tibet, since it is not without the greatest difliculty that a
perfect male of this species can be procured, owing to the jealous
vigilance employed by the Tibetians to prevent their being con-
veyed into foreign countrics. This fact, which I derive entirely
from the report of the Nepaul pecople, agrees in some measure with
those accounts which state the Cashmerians to be supplied either
with the Changra itself, or its fleece, from Tibet, since we are pretty
certain that there arc no shawl stuffs of any consequence manufac-
tured by the Tibctians, whose solicitude, therefore, respecting this
animal it would not be easy to account for any other way than by

supposing it to constitute a material and beneficial article of their

* This animal, called also the Yak of Tartary, is particularly described in the Ac-
count of an Embassy to the Court of the Teshoo Lama, p. 186,

+ This report appears to have been unfounded; Captain Turner not only saw
« multitudes” of these animals, to use his own expression, but also had several of them
brought from Tibet to Bengal, from whence he scnt a few to England ; but they all
died soon after their arrival: nor was he more successful with those which remaincd

in Bengal. Vide ut supra, p. 850.
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commerce. Both the Chowri and Changra are said to be wonder-
fully sagacious in discovering the safest track through the deepest
snows, and on this account are sometimes employed as guidcs by
persons travelling in the depth of winter. The sheep of Tibct are
not less useful as beasts of burthen than the Changra, as guides, the
Bhootias transporting on them all the salt with which they supply
Nepaul; this animal, the fleece of which seems to be tolerably fine,
is about the size of the largest English sheep, and carries with ease
over the craggy mountains of the Kuchér and of Nepaul, a load of
twenty Seers, or r{early forty-two pounds avoirdupoise. There are

two or three species bred in Nepaul, and its adjacent dependencies,

the smallest of which (called Khagia) affords excellent wool 3 ei

ther the woollen manufactures, however, of Tibet nor of N'gl;éul
would appear to have attained even to mediocrity, and it is certain,
that the product of their looms is as inconsiderable in quantity as
it is insignificant in quality. The Joos, or flannel, procured from
the former, were it really a fabric of Tibet, would, perhaps, be ad-
mitted as an exception to the latter part of this observation; but
the fact is, that it is made at Siling, a place situated on the western
borders of China. With respect to Nepaul, whatever its rav# mate-
rials may be, still less exception can be made; since, though a kind
of coarse warm serge is made here that is in some esteem in Hin~
dostan, yet it is very little superior to the Sooi of Serinugur, which
being cousiderably cheaper is in much more universal use.’

The animal known in Bengal by the name of the Nepaul dog,
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is, properly speaking, a native of the uppcr and lower Tibets, fiom
whence they are brought to Nepaul: it is a fierce, surly creature,
about the size of an English bull-dog, and covered with thick, long
hair. The circumstance of their being good watch-dogs has given
rise to the most extravagant stories concerning their vigilance, of
which it may suffice, as a sample, to notice, that the Chiucse army,
in their late progress through Tibet, arc affirmed to have employed
them as centinels on the picquets which surrounded their camp.

As to the Tanguns or Tanyans, so much esteemed in India for
their hardiness, they come entirely from the upper Tibet, and not-
withstanding their make, are so sure-footed that the pcople of Ne-
paul ride them without fear over very steep mountains, and along
the brink of the deepest precipices. |

Having thus described as well as I was able whatever appeared to
me worthy of notice in the valley of Noakote and its environs, I
shall next proceed to the illustration of the remaining part of our
actual track, comprehending the route from Noakote to Khatmanda.

After passing the Tadi, over a slight and rudely constructed
bridge, consisting of a few layers of hurdles covered with a little soil,
and supported by some piles of stones, we entered a gorge or recess
formed by certain low hills projecting in the manner of shelving
promontories from Bheerbundy. We advanced up this hollow for
about half a mile, over a very rugged road, till we came to the
Sindoora, a small stream which rises in Than-seen, and after a short

course through the valley of Nerjah, turns off rather abruptly to
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the southward, to meet the Tadi, into which it throws itself a little
below the point where we fell in with it; after fording this rivulet,
we proceeded by a gentle acclivity about a mile and a quarter
along a deep bottom strewed with rocky fragments, when we
reached the foot of mount Bheerbundy, the distance of which from
our station under Noakote hill, I reckon to be somewhat more
than two miles. This stupendous mountain lying in the direct
road from Khatmanda to Noakote, Goorkha, and the other western
dominions of Nepaul, and being also the passage of a great part of
the commerce carried on between Nepaul and Tibet by the way of
Kheeroo, it is necessarily much frequented not only by the Court in
its occasional excursions, but by various other !descriptions of
people. These circumstances, however, would not seem to have in-
duced any material exertions for rendering it superior to the rest of
the miserable roads in this country ; for though it be true that the
ascent by the west side of Bheerbundy is, notwithstanding its im-
mense elevation, both easy and safe throughout, yet it owes this
advantage almost entirely to nature, as little or no pains appear
to have been taken to improve the path which traverses the
castern declivity, or that leading directly into the valley of Ne-
paul, and which is nearly as bad as any we met with in the.course
of our journey, being in two or three places carried along the
brink of frightful precipices, and considerably obstructed both with
loose stones and large immoveable fragments of rock. At the dis-
tance of about a mile and a half from the west foot of the mountain
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we passed a custom-house, where the merchandize proceeding to
and from Tibet by the Kheeroo route, as well as the trade with
the western tefritory, pays certain imposts. A little way above
the custom-house there stands a Bhootia temple, which had not the
appearance, however, of .being much resorted to; it is a rude edi-
fice, and in no respect deserving of further description. |

The ascent of Bheerbundy from the westward is not only easy,
but delightful ; being covered with a hanging grove of trees, vary-
ing with the climate, to the very summit, and furnishing from cer-
tain points some highly interesting views. On the right appeared
mount Koomhara, united towards its summit with Bheerbundy,
and therefore belonging in fact to the same ridge, but separated be-
low by a deep narrow gorge or vale, the bottom and sides of which
afforded the most pleasing proofs of population and fertility, in
the hamlets scattered over them, and the corn-fields with which
they were chequered. To the westward the eye looked down
upon the valley of Noakote and its lively stream ; nor required
to be raised in order to contemplate the most elevated point inter-
posing between the temple of Maha Mai and Daiby Ghaut. Turn-
ing next a little to the northward, the lofty Dhyboon, recently
sprinkled with snow, engaged the attention, which, however, by an
attraction wholly irresistible, was presently drawn off from any
other object to the magnificent sight exhibited on the left, where
« Ossa secemed heaped upon Pelion, and Olympus upon Ossa.”

I am conscious, though, I confess, not ashamed, _that I never have

T



138 - MOUNT BHEERBUNDY.

occasion to mention the stupendous mountains which constitute
this most interesting picture, that I do not indulge in an enthusiasm
of expression, as well as of imagination, that may appear either
very affected, or very extravagant, both to those who have never
beheld, or those who are familiar with such alpine scenes. Possibly
much of the sensibility of myself and fellow travellers on this point
might be owing to the circumstance of our not being at any time
fortunate enough to enjoy so long or favourable a view of this sub-
lime scenery as could sufficiently gratify even the coldest curiosity ;
this was the case in the present instance, for although we remained
a whole day on the summit of Bheerbundy, and purposely pro-
tracted our departure till late the ensuing morning, yet the clouds
hung so heavily over the northern horizon, and the intervening
space was, besides, so much pervaded by a thick mist, that it was
only occasionally that we obtained even an imperfect glimpse of
either of the snowy ranges before us; such, nevertheless, as our
prospect was, it could not prevent our observing with astonishment,
that, notwithstanding the immense height to which we had aseended
since quitting the valley of Noakote, the elevation of Jibjibia was
not, in the smallest degree, sensibly diminished. The picturesque
effect of this remarkable mountain was gteatly encreased from our
presenit point of view by the striking circumstance of one of the
pyramidal peaks of Himma-lch just peeping over its towering
summit. 1 could discetn also from the same situation, and imme-
diately to the castward of Jibjibia (in which this mountain has
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already been said to subside very rapidly), what seemed to be two
distinct ridges of enormous alps, the remoter rising considerably
above the nearer; but it is not difficult to conceive that such an
appearance might very well be produced by an irregular cluster
of mountains confusedly piled one upon another. This, however,
is a matter that must for the present remain undetermined, my
information on the subject by no means enabling me to clear it
up. '

The spot occupied by our little encampment on mount Bheer-
bundy is distinguished by the name of Rani Powah, which may
be rendered Rani Serii, or inn, the term being in this country ap-
plied to a single building erected on a convenient situation for the
accommodation of travellers. This Powah, though standing on
the highest point of the pass, is much beneath the actual summit
of the mountain, which rose greatly above us to the southward in
a rotund peak, the sides of which were covered with brushwood,
and low trees. The nature of the ground obliging us to disperse,
some of the party spread themselves along a gentle acclivity that
stretched from the pass towards the bottom of the superior peak,
while others took possession of a small eminence on the opposite
side of the road over-hanging an immense deep valley to the
northward, through which the Lykhoo, afier issuing from Sindoo-
bunjan, describes a meandering course in its way to join the Sin-
doora. Upon this eminence the barometer stood at 24.30 in. denoting
a perpendicular elevation of nearly twelve hundred yards above
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the valley of Noakote. The air, however, was not so sharp as might
have been expected at such a great height, for though duriug the
night the cold was pretty severe, yet on the following morning the
meicury in the thermometer was not found to be lower than fifiy-
three degrees. I reckon the ascent of Bheerbundy by the road to be
very little short of five miles, as I was about two hours and a half
in mounting from the west foot of it to the top of the pass. The
sun coutinued visible to us from this elevated station on the 16th
March till thirteen minutes after six, when it did not actually set,
but disappeared in a thick haze that enveloped oue of the westein
hills.

The descent from Rani Powah to Kowhilai-peak is for the most
part very gentle, the road being at the same time tolerably good,
and delightfully shady for very near two miles. Kowhilai-peak
overhangs from the right an angle of the declivity, on which stood
formerly a castle, which was the first post occupied by Purthi Nerain,
when he advanced from Noakote towards Khatmanda. From hence
the road winds considerably, successively sinking and rising ; occa-
sionally passing along the brink of tremendous gulfs; and gene-
rally traversing the sides of steep and scantily wooded hills of lime-
stone, whence several transparent brooks rush into the Koolpoo-
baisi, where they probably mingle with the stream already repre-
sented as flowing through that valley, into which the traveller
looks down just as he is on the point of descending to the banks.of

the Bishnmutty. The distance from Kowhilai to this river, on
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reaching which you may be said to have entered the valley of
Nepaul, is not less than five miles by the circuitous path we de-
scribed, of which the four last are certainly in no respect deserving
of the encomiums passed by our Nepaul friends on the whole of
the road from Noakote to Khatmanda, which they affected to con-
sider in the light of a royal highway, assuring me that I might pro-
ceed by it in my palankeen with perfect ease and safety.

After fording the Bishnmutty, which passes here in a westerly
direction over a sandy but not very broad bed, and proceeding
about a mile and a half along the slopes of some waving lands, ex-
hibiting plentiful traces of cultivation, we reached Dherimsilli, a
small town containing a few tolerable looking houses, but on the
whole of a mean appearance. Continuing our way a mile further,
‘over the same kind of swelling grounds, we again crossed the
Bishnmutty, ‘at the distance of a mile from whence stands the
Arthan of Bild Neel-khent embosomed in a pleasant grove, and en-
closed to the westward by a hill of moderate height, which being well
covered with trees, contributed both to the shadiness of the
temple and its precinct, and to the picturesque effect of the general
scenery. '

Bili (or little) Neel-khent, is a place of great sanctity, boasting a
colossal image of Mahadeo, which appears in a supine position, in
the midst of an oblong bason of water, constructed of stone, and
supplied from springs rising in the overhanging hills, Part of the

waters issuing from the latter pass off through a conduit cousisting
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of one and twenty projecting stone pipes, fantastically carved, at
the fall of which pilgrims are obliged to perform certain ablutions
previous to their being admitted to worship at the shrine of the
incumbent deity. Bali Neel-khent is so called to distinguish it from
Boora (or great) Neel-khent, which is situated a few miles to the
northward of Khatmanda, and exhibits an image of the god similar
in all respects to the other, excepting that its magnitude is said to
be four times greater. They are both representations, on a small
scale, of the Himma-leh Neel-khent, or source of the Tirsoolgunga,
described in another place..

As we proceeded to the place marked out for our encampment
in the valley of Nepaul, we observed some of the cultivated fields
to be skirted with the Jeea, or plant that yields the drug called
Cherris, for which Nepaul is so famous, though the truth is, that the
best kind is brought from Mullebum, a dependency of Nepaul lying
far to the north-west. This plant would appear to differ in no respect
from the hemp, excepting it be in the odour of its leaves, which is
of a most overpowering strength. I could not ascertain to my satis-
faction in what manner the Cherris was procured from the shrub, all
the accounts I received of the matter varying more or less. It is ne-
vertheless certain, that the operation is a manual one, requiring con-
siderable nicety and attention both as to the period and the mode of
compressing the leaves. With respect to the former, the proper sea-
son would seem to be when the plant is in flower, and its seeds on
the point of maturity, it being material to the purity of the extract,
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that the leaf should not be parched or dry, as in this state it would
not only yield less green, but a portion of its grosser parts would
be apt to enter into the product. In regard to the manual manage-
ment, it consists principally in rubbing the leaves gently between
the two hands till these become sufficiently charged with the
juice, which adheres to the palms in the form of a dark, viscid,
and tolerably consistent substance; this being removed with a
spatula, or knife, is made up into balls or lumps, which, while un-
refined, are sold under the naine of Cherris. The clarified Cherris
is called Mémea (from its resemblance to wax), and burns with a
flame as bright as that of the purest resin. This gum is a most
potent narcotic, possessing, it is said, very valuable medical quali-
ties. The grosser products of this plant are called Ganji and
Bhang, or Subje, the former being a preparation of flowers, and the
latter of the leaves. Both of these are obtained in the southern
parts of Hindostan from the shrub called Ganja, which, however,
though entirely corresponding in appearance with the Jeea of
Nepaul, does not yield any Cherris. From the hemp the Newars
of Nepaul fabricate some coarse linens, and also a very strong kind

6f sack-cloth.
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CHAPTER VL

'OUR camp, during the single week we resided in Nepaul, was
pitched on a rising but broken spot of ground, close to the east
foot of Sumbhoo-nath, and not quite a mile distance from Khat-
manda. This situation would have been sufficiently favourable to
our viewing the whole extent of the valley, had the weather hap-
pened to be less adverse than usual to our wishes. Not ohly, how-
ever, all the mountains which encircle it, but almost every one of
the numerous villages with which it is dotted, were so perpetually
shrowded either by clouds, or a thick mist, that even the oppor-
tunities which offered of using the compass were very few. But
before I describe the valley of Nepaul, I will here notice the curious
temple of Sumbhoo-nath.

This temple stands on the summit of an insulated hill,
which rises rather abruptly from the level of the subjacent
plain to the height of about three hundred feet; the ascent to
it is by a broad flight of steps cut out of the rock, the sides of
which are pleasantly clothed with trees. At the foot of the steps
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is a colossal image in stone of the god Bakiih, who is considered
by some to be the law-giver of the Bhootias or Tibetians, and to
be the same as the Fo of the Chinese. The doctrines, however,
usually attributed to'Bbudh, w‘m:ld {sppear *to‘be so much at vari-
ance with many of the usages of the Bhootias, that this opinion is
by no means to be hastily admitted; a referenée alone to the
Boudh Pouran itself can satisfactorily clear up this point, and hap-
pily such a reference is now no longer impracticable to the learned,
as I have been fortunate enough to-obtain from Nepaul a copy of
that rare and valuable manuscript.

Sumbhoo-nath is a very ancient edifice, having, it would seet;l,
been erected at a period when Nepaul was ruled by a race of Tibe-
tians who being subsequently expelled by the Newars, obtained
the name of Khat Bhootias (or Bhootias of Khatmanda), which
they preserve to this day, occupying at present the mountains of
the Kuchir, but principally that part of the range situated in the
Koote quarter. The possession of this temple has been always
claimed by the Dalai Ldma (or sovercign pontiff of Lehassa), on
the ground of its having been a dependency of his spirituality from
the earliest times, and this pretension appears to have been usually
yielded to by the existing government of Nepaul. Upon the
rupture, however, which some years ago took place between the
Tibetians and people of Nepaul, the Lama’s vicar was obliged to
evacuate this sanctuary, which is now held by a legate on the part
ofthe Dewa Dhurma, whom we call the Deb Rajah, and whom, in
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such a cﬁﬁjﬁ}iﬁu&;iﬁé‘-’gdvemment of Nepaiﬂ was naturally de-
sirous of ébncilziating' by every means in its power. It is scarcely
necessary to add, that this prince is among the followers of the
Tibetian idolatry.

The annexed sketch of Sumbhoo-nath will convey a much better
idea of its exterior figure and perspective, than any description I
am able to furnish. It is proper to notice, however, that this view
comprehends little more than that part of the sanctuary which
appears to be more particularly appropriated to the rites of the
Bhootia worship, and which .is encompassed by a sort of quadran-
gular edifice, containing a variety of small shrines and images.
The whole building rises from a terrace that occupies completely
the summit of the hill, but though it is pretty evident that
the several divisions of it have been erected at different
periods, yet its history being involved in the greatest obscurity,
there is no possibility of ascertaining any thing satisfactory con-
cerning the origin, either of the middle and superior temple, or of
those which encircle it.  Sumbhoo is one of the appellations of
Mahadeo, and the word, signifying sclf-existing, or sclf-created, is
applied to a stone image of thegod, supposed to be the spontancous
production of nature. But whatever may be the fact with regard
to the antiquity of Sumbhoo-nath, it is certain that this temple is
at present resorted to only by the Bhootias, and the Bahauris, the
latter of whom are a tribe of Newars who seem to have apostatized

in a certain degree from the religious creed of their countrymen at
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some period subsequent to their conquest of Nepaul, or at least to
have grafted upon it a considerable portion of the idolatry of
Tibet. After all, however, it is highly probable that the sanctity
of this spot might be safely referred to a period very anterior both
to the Newar and Khat Bhootia dynasties of Nepaul, since:the
sacred books of the Hindoos scarcely leave any room to doubt that
the religion of Bramha has been established from the most remote
antiquity in this secluded valley, where, in truth, there are nearly
as many temples as houses, and as many idols as inhabitants, there
not being a fountain, a river, or a hill within its limits, that is not
consecrated to one or other of the Hindoo deities.

The first object that engages the attention on reaching the sum-
mit of Sumbhoo, is a cylindrical structure of masonry, about breast-
high, and from two to three feet in diameter ; over this work is
placed a circular plate of brass, called Dhurmadhat Munsera, and
also Kinkoor, which is covered with various engraved figures and
characters, and serves to sustain a gilt Bejjerbin, or thunder-bolt
of Indra, of immense size, but better corresponding to the figure of
a double sceptre.* This structure is not solid, being raised, it is
" said, round a well ; but whether now dry or containing water, was
more than any person I saw; pretended to know, as it had never
been examined since the time of Puttir Mull, a3 Newar Rajah of
Khatmanda, who flourished about a hundred and fifteen years ago,
and by whom this siagular fabric was erected to the Hindoo Jupiter.

* A representation of this is given in the title-page.
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The temple principally visited by the Bhootias and Bahauris
rises from the mile of the fla or terrace of the hill, and is dis-
tinguished at a great distance by its spires or turrets, which are
covered with plates of copper very highly gilt. It is indebted for
this decoration to the Dalai Lama, by whose order the work had
‘been but recently finished, when his vicar was under the necessity
of relinqixishing the charge to the Dewa Dhurma. I ascended by a
steep ladder to the entrance of this edifice, the interior of which
consisted of a single apartment, so fille d with smoke, and strewed
with various utensils, that it actually had infinitely more the ap-
pearance of a miserable kitchen, than of the temple of a divit;ity.
But though my curiosity was far from being damped on this ac-
count, yet it did not avail me much, as my ignorance of the Tibet
language made it impossible for me to hold any conversation with
the officiating priests, one of whom was seated on the floor between
two round deep vessels filled with Ghee, that seryed to feed a
considerable number of lamps, in trimming of which he seemed
carnestly employed. Sumbhoo-nath, indeed, is chiefly celebrated
for its perpetual fire, and I was assured that the flame of the two
Jargest wicks 1 saw, had been constantly preserved from time
immemorial. But though this altar is in a situation pretty well
defended from the external air, yet it is sufficiently exposed to it to
incline me to syspect that no small share of the great reputation
which the two superior lamps have acquired, ought, in fairness, to
be assigned to the lesser.



152

Ina &m to the nght affnbe everlaitip
dmal machine placed venmaﬂy ona f“ 1 5 ;
* was curiously wrapped either somc;W._, ) womplate copy, I

could not ascertain which, of the Bhootia scripturés; : The atlend-
ing priest was obliged to tear off part of its coveritgto shew |
this singularly disposed volume, the writing of which ¥ oonld Just
distinguish to be in the Tibet character. Upon my aigmﬁymg a
desire to be informed of the title of the book, I repeatedly received
for answer, Mani ; but whether this is the proper name of its anthor,
or no more than .a general denomination by which they dkchi-

nate sacred from prophane writings, [ am unable to determine. 4,
observed that as often as those who entered the temple approachéd .
and touched the holy volume (which action was always accompa-
nied by certain gestures denoting profound respect), cithier the
priest who attended, or the worshipper himself, put the machine
in motion, every revolution of which occasioned a bell to strike,
that was suspended over it. If it were not that this rinéing’,f@'v"bich,
it must be confessed, was by no me‘ahc of a musical kind, doubt-
lessly appeared to us in the valley to be much more unceasing than
it really was, I should have beendisposed to conclude the¢ Bhootias
and Bahaurisito be the devéatest people on earth ; butiu'vﬂutevef
degree of reverence these-nitions hold Sumbhoo-ntthqﬂis certain
that-the Hindoos of Nepaul have no opision’ of its sanctity, for
upon my putting a question to a Rajepoot of some distinctios,
whxch implied that 1 entertained a contrary idea, he manifested no
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small solicitude to uMsi?qu“mc.md 3 godd deal jof eagerness
to convince me‘that‘thdse of his tribe never visited this temple.
The valley of Nepaul is nearly of an oval figure; its greatest
extent is from north to south, in which dircction it may be com-
puted at twelve horizontal®miles. It stretches from east to west _
about pine miles, and its circuit is roughly estimated by the inha-
bitants at twenty-five coss, or [rom forty to fifty miles. It is
buw)ded on the north and south by very stupendous mountains,
near the foot of which rise several of those humbler eminences
calfed Gollines in Switzerland : indeed the bottom of the valley,
be&déﬁ being in general extremely uneven, and intersected by deep
ravipgs, occasioned by autumnal inundations, is spcckled through-
out at'various distances with similar little hills. 'T'o the east and
west the enclosing mountains are much lcss lofty, the immediate
head of the valley to the westward being defined principally by a
low stegp ridge covered with brush-wood, and anciently called
Maroor, but at present, most commonly, Naga-Artjoon, {rom the name
of an idol for which it is famous. This ridge passes close behind
Sumbhoo-nath, and is itself backed by a more considerable one,
named Dhgchoak, of which some meuntion has already been made
in describing the valley of Doona, and regarding which, I have

nothing further to add, than that it is said to contain a lake stro;qu
impregnated with mineral salt, and celebrated under the name of

Indra-pokhra. To the eastward, the most remarkable hills are those

of Ranichoak and Mahabut or Mahadeo-pokhra; but they by no
X
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means reach the clevation either of Phalchoak (which is the most
towering of the summits that illustrate the southern confine of the
valley) or of Sheopoori, which constitutes its principal barrier to
the northward, and is unquestionably by far the highcst of all the
mountains that encircle it. The other chief links of this superb
chain are mount Kukunni, which stretches westerly from Sheopoori,
being united to Nagd-Arjoon by mount Bheerbundy, and Chumpa-
daibi, which, with onc or two more inferior peaks, complete the
girdle by joining Chandraghiri to Phalchoak.

As it was not in our power to ascend to the top, either of
Sheopoori or of Phalchoak, and as the nature of the ground, no
less than considerations of prudence, opposed any attempt at the
actual measurement of a base, we had not the means of ascertaining
either by the baromcter, or geometrically, the altitudes of those
mountains. I am inclined to think, however, on a comparison of
the result of a rough calculation, built upon their computed hori-
zontal distance, and the angles of their summits with the heights
of some adjacent peaks, as denoted by the barometcr, that mount
Sheopoori is not much less than fourteen hundred, and that
Phalchoak is nearly tweclve hundred, yards above the level of
Sumbhoo-nath. Mount Jibjibia erects its aspiring head about a
point to the westward of Sheopoori, which, notwithstanding its
respectable elevation, sinks before its super-towering neighbour to
the rank of a moderate colline. But though Jibjibia rises probably

more than two thousand yards above the loftiest part of Sheopoori,
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yét it yields in its turn to the amazing rampart of snow which
shoots up on its right, and, in spite of its vicinity and the immense
height of the interposing mountains, is easily descried from the foot
of Sumbhoo-nath. Indeed this magnificent object is said to be
visible at Khatmanda, in clear weather, from betwecn the points
of N.N. W.and E. N. E. It will hardly be supposed, however,
that such a spacious prospect can he unbroken throughout. To
enjoy so august a sight, one must ascend, perhaps, to the top of
Chandraghiri, though I am inclined to think that the landscape is
not less entire from the inferior height of Cheesapany, whence the
sides and summits of this stupendous chain stand, to a very great
extent, completely revealed to the eye. The eastern extremity of
this interesting view is marked by a pile of snowy mountains, which
I imagine to be that part of Himma-leh lying just above Koote,
the horizontal distance of which from Khatmanda, is forty-eight
miles.

Sheopoori gives rise to the Bhiigmutty and Bishnmutty rivers ;
the sources of the former, (which also bears the name of the
Bremha-scrassutti,) are situated on the north side of the mountain,
round the east foot of which, this river winds, and soon enters
the valley of Nepaul, traversing it in a meandering course, the
general direction of which is southerly. It is a very incon-
siderable brook at Pussputty-nath, close under which it flows, but
receiving in its progress from thence, several tributary currents, its

channel gradually widens, till it assumes, in passing between Patn
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and Khatmanda, the appearance of a respectable stream, Upon the
Bishnmutty’s yielding its waters and name to it'a little way below

the south end of Khatmanda, it hastens towards Gunnaish-than,

and some other low hills standing at the foot of mount Chandra-

ghiri, along the bottom of which it rushes precipitately, as if impa-
tient to force a passage through the superior ridge, and at length es-
capes from the valley by an opening that presents itself between
Phalchoak and Chumpa-daibi, after which I know nothing certain
concerning it, till it re-appears at Hurrihurpoor, from whence its

continuation to Munniary has been probably laid down with suffi-

cient accuracy by Major Rennell. I have been generally informed,

however, that its course between the valley of Nepaul and Hurri-
hurpoor lies through an immensely wild and rugged country, that
~ its channel is choaked with huge rocks, and overhung by impene-

trable woods, and that it falls,in two or three points, in very

considerable cataracts, the most remarkable of which is said to

occur at a place called Bysia. Its descent also immediately from
| Hurrihurpoor is represented as exceeding rapid; but it would ap-
pear to resume a tolerably gentle current almost immediately

after precipitating itself from thence into the valley below, as boats

from the Turrye occasionally ascend to within an easy distance of
that town.

The Bishnmutty, called likewise the Dhurma-nuddi and Brem-
habode, issues from the south side of Sheopoori, entering the valley
of Nepaul not far to the northward of Bala Neel-khent ; and, after
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Washing tﬁc west : face of Khatmanda, empties itself into the
Bhﬁ_gmmty.- The water of this river is not in equal estimation with
" thiat of the Bhagmautty, which is said to be much lighter and whole-
somer ; indeed the people of this country pretend, that all the
streams whxch dcsccnd along the north faces of mountains, are pre-
ferable to such a8 spring from a southern aspect ; but perhaps the
mfcﬂonty of the Bishnmutty in this respect may partly be owing
to tbe circumstance of its receiving no accession of water through-
oust'’ its*course, and of its being ‘every where a very shallow, and,
compdmwﬂy with the’ ‘other, rather a sluggish stream. With
mgard to the natufé_ of the soil over which it passes, it would not
appear to differ from that which constitutes the bed of the
Bhigmutty.

"‘BGside§'7the rivers just described, there are several other streams
whlch flow through the valley of Nepaul, and contribute greatly
to its fertilization. The principal of these are Dhobee-kola, the
M_unnokra, the Hunnumunta, and the Kushen-kooshen, the Bhig-
rﬁd&yrﬁnaﬂy receiving the waters of the whole. Dhobee-kola (or
Rwddmiﬁuy of antiquity) rises, as well as the Bishnmutty, from
ti?é"-south side of nount Sheopoori, and passing at the distance of
abaut a mil¢ and a half to the eastward of Khatmanda, pursues a
coutse nearly south till it falls into the Bhigmutty, which it docs
alittle way above the junction of that stream with the Bishnmutty.
The Munnokra, called also the Munmutty, issues from a small lake
near Bujjur-joogni, a place of considerable sanctity in the vicinity |
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of Sinki. It runs,like the generality of thc streams wluch mtcrs
this valley in a southerly dnrectlon. passmg, at the dlstance ﬂ"

name to the Hunnumunta, which procecdéf“f

it disembogues itself into the Bhigmutty.
It will not be cxpcctcd that I should be ahla to dcscrli

shall content myself therelore, with a shght review of the most

remarkable among them.

Of these Khatmanda is entitled to the ﬁrst rank, n
indeed, on account of its superior size or popu},ahon,
at present reckoned the capital of Nepaul, fmm'bcmg
of the Rajah. It stands on the east bank "

which it stretches in length about a mile

derable, no where exceeding half, and s&l m?cxtendmg beyonida
quarter of a mile, its figure being said by thg ;aauves tol r%' I,

the Kohra or scimetar of Daiby. Thc
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westward, near which extremity of the valley it is situated, is by
two slight bridges thrown over the Bishnmutty, one of them at the
north, the other near the south end of the town. The name by
which it is distinguished in ancient books is Gongool-putten: the
Newars call it Yindaise,"'mfﬁst among the Purbutties, or moun-
taineers, it is styled Kathipoor, an appellation which seems to pro-
ceed from the same source with Khitmindi, the present popular
appellation of this city, and derived, as it is said, from its numerous
wooden temples, which are, indeed, among the most striking ob-
jects it offers to the eye. These edifices are not confined to the body
of the town, but are scattered over its environs, and particularly
along the sides of a quadrangular tank or reservoir of water, situ-
ated a short way beyond the north-cast quarter of the town, and
called Rani-pokhra. They appear to differ nothing in their figure
or construction from the wooden Mundubs occasionally met with in
other parts of India, and are principally remarkable for their num-
ber aud size, some of them being of considerable elevation and pro-
poptionate bulk. Besides these, Khdtmandii contains several other
temples on a large scale, and constructed of brick, with two, three,
and four sloping roofs, diminishing gradually as they ascend, and
lerminating' pretty generally in pinnacles, which, as well as some
of the superior roofs, are splendidly gilt, and produce a very
picturesque and agreeable effect.

The houses are of brick and tile, with pitched or pent-roofs ;

towards the street, they have frequently enclosed wooden bal-
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comies of open carved werk, and of a smguhr fashion, the frogl piece,
imstead of rising perpendzculaﬂy, projecting in a sloping direction
towards the eaves of the: roof. They are of two, three, and fom' |
stories, and almost without a single exception, of 2 mean appear-

ance; even the Ra}ahs house being but 2 sorry bunldmg, aml
claiming no partwula:r notice. The streets are excessxve!y narrmry :
and nearrly as ﬁithy*as tﬁdse of Benares | w

as considerable places. | Ailowmg then ten persons toa house: br
family, which is probably rather a low st_andard for the houses of
Kbitmindy, its population will amount to about fifty thousm
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souls, which T should take to be its full complement.* At the
samc rate the numbers occupying the remaining seventeen thousand
houses formerly included within the jurisdiction of Khatmanda,
would be onc hundred and seventy thousand; but as the buildings
of the inferior towns are, generally speaking, on a much smaller
scale than those of the inctropolis, I should judge cight to a house,
on an average, to be an ample allowance, which would reduce the
population of the subordinates to one hundred and thirty-six thou-
sand, giving one hnndred aud cighty-six thousand ftor the total
population of the capital and its districts, i which last, however,
it is pot mtended to include Doona-baise, Noakote, Nerjaly, or any
other of the dependencies ol the Khatmanda sovereignty 1ving be-
voud the valley. T confess that this calculation is exceeding vaguc,
and that, with respect o the canton or principality ac large, I think
it likely 1o be under the truth, though, perhaps, not in any cousi-
derable degree. 1t 1s proper, however, to notice here, that the
most reasonable of my informants would not admit Sanku to have
ever been comprehended in the population attributed to Khat-
manda.  Sankd was formerly a place of great magnitude, but docs
not contain at present above a thousand familics.

The city of next importance in the valley of Nepaul is Patn,
which occupies a rising spot of ground situated about two miles to
the south-east of Khatmanda, and close to the confluence of the
Munnokra, Fookacha, and Bhagmutty rivers. While an indcependent

* Perbaps 4000 houses, at twelve inhabitants cach, would be nearer the mark.

Y
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capital, it would seem to have been of much greater extent than
the present metropolis, being said to have contained, during that
period, twenty-four thousand houses; which number, however, as
in the case of Khatmanda, must be understood to comprize also most
of its dependencies within the valley ; and though hy information
does not enable me to describe the exact limits of each of the three
states, into which the valley of Nepaul was divided at the time of
Purthi Nerain's conquest, yet there is good reason to believe that
the sovereign of Patn possessed the greatest portion of it, since,
among the various towns enumerated as belonging to that canton,
we meet with the names of Kirthipoor, Chobbar, Thankote, Pheer-*
phing, and a few others, which, besides continuing to be still of
principal note, include a wider tract of territory than the depen-
dencies either of Khatmanda or Bhatgong. The dominions of Patn
beyond the valley stretched southerly, comprehending, Chitlong,
* Tambeh-kan, Cheesapany, and some other places in the same

direction.
Patn is called Yulloo-daisi by the Newars, and it is likewise

occasionally distinguished from Deopitun (celebrated for its
temple of Pussputnath), by the appellations of Luttit-Patn and Loll-
Patn, both of which, it is supposed to have derived from the
name of its founder, who was a favourite, and Purdhdn, or minister,
of one of the ancient princes of this country. It is a neater town
than Khatmanda, and boasts also of containing some very hand-

some edifices.
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Bhatgong is, perhaps, still more superior to Khatmanda; for
though doubtlessly the least considerable of the three, in point of
size, being rated only at twelve thousand houses, yet its palace and
buildings, in general, are of more striking appearance, and its streets,
if not much wider, are at all events much cleaner than those of the
metropolis. It owes this last advantage to its admirable brick pave-
ment, which has not received, or indeed required, the least repair
for thirty years past. Nepaul'in general is remarkable for the ex-
cellence of its bricks and tiles, but those of Bhatgong are commonly
allowed to be very far preferable to the rest. Certain it is, they
surpass any I ever met with in India, but it is not equally certain
from whence their excellence proceeds. Some of those whom I
questioned on the subject, referred it to the nature of the earth
used in making them, and some to the water employed in tem-
pering them; while others affirmed it to arise purely from a par-
ticular mode of burning them. I had no opportunity of seeing this
operation, the success of which, I was told, depended materially on
the manner of laying the bricks and fuel, at the time of forming the
clump or kiln.

Bhatgong lies about east and by south of Khatmanda, from whence
. it is distant nearly eight road miles. Its ancient name was Dhur-
maputten, and it is called by the Newars Khépodaise, by whom it
is also described to resemble in its figure the Dumbroo, or guitar,
of Mahadeo. It appears to be the favourite residence of the Brah-

mans of Nepaul, containing many more families of that order than
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Khatmanda and Patn together, all those of the Chetree tribe (to
which the reigning prince belongs) flocking on the other hand to
the capital, while Patn is principally inhabited by, Newars.

With respect to what may be termed the ultramontane dominions
of Bhatgong, there is reason to believe, that though the sovereigns -
of this state secm to have possessed the smallest of the three divi-
sions of the valley, they nevertheless established their authority to
a greater distance beyond it, than either of their neighbours. I
am not acquainted with the exact limits of the Bhatgong princi-
pality to the eastward, in which direction it chiefly extended itself;
but I fancy they no where fell short of the banks of the Kousi, near
which, and at the distance of five journies from Khatmanda, there
still stands an ancient Newar town of considerable eminence, called
Dhoalka.

Kirthipoor occupies the summit of a low hill, about three miles
west of Patn; it was at one time the seat of an independent prince,
though at the period of Purthi Nerain's invasion, it was included
in the territory of Patn. The reduction of this place cost the
Ghoorkhali so much trouble, that in resentmnent of the resistance
made by the inhabitants, he barbarously caused all the males he
captured in it, to be deprived of their noses. We came to the
knowledge of this fact in consequence of observing among the
porters who transported our baggage over the hills, a remarkable
number of noseless men, the singularity of the circumstance lead-

ing us to inquire into the cause of it.
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Chobbar is also situated on an eminence, which, with that of Kir-
thipoor, forms a kind of saddle hill. The latter is said to repre-
sent the body, and the former the head of Mahadeo. Kirthipoor
is said to have reckoned, at one period, no less than six thousand
houses or families within its jurisdiction. It is at present a place
of no great extent or consideration.

Having in the preceding pages illustrated, as well as I could, the
particular topography of the tract actually traversed by us in our
route, I shall now proceed to offer a few brief observations on the
country of Nepaul in general, which will necessarily, however, be
principally confined to that part of it properly so called, and strictly
comprehending no more than the valley just described. I shall
afterwards finally close the present Memoir, with as accurate an
account of the boundaries, extent, and subdivisions of the Goor-
khali territories collectively, as the scanty information I have been

able to obtain on the subject will admit of.
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CHAPTER VII.

NEI‘AU L, or more correctly, Nypaul, is said to have been distin-
guished during the Sutheo-joog, when the dynasty of Bhujjer-joogni
are reported to have ruled over it, by the name of Siddoo-buttipoor.
It is also called in some ancient books Decarie Tapoo, or the South-
ern Isle, in reference to its situation with respect to Himma-leh, It
derives its present appellation, it is pretended, from the founder of
the Nymuni dynasty, in whose possession this country is supposed
to have remained during the Treta and Dwaper. The fables on
which this etymology is built merit no attention; but it may be
worth noticing that all the records of Hindoo antiquity concerning
the Himma-leh mountains, and the northern regions adjacent
thereto, are affirmed -to represent the present valley of Nepaul as
having been originally an immense lake, which, in the progress of
ages, gradually retired between the banks of the Bhigmutty. Other
accounts state, that the Bhigmutty remained without any outlet
from the valley during three centuries, when Sree-kima, the last of
¢he Nymunians, opened its present passage through the southern
Z
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ridge of mountains. Major Rennell informs us, on occasion of a
similar tradition regarding Cashmere, “ that appearances have im-
“ pressed a conviction of its truth on the minds of all those who
“ have visited the scene, and contemplated the different parts of

“ it;” and he afterwards reasons at some length, and with much
ingenuity, in its support; nor is there a single argument advanced
by our illustrious geographer on the subject, that does not apply
with conclusive force to the valley of Nepaul. The waving or
broken nature of the ground, which resembles, in a striking degree,
the bed of a large body of water, and the soil consisting to a con-
siderable depth of a black, fat earth, manifestly the product of
deposited mud, are particularly circumstances of the most de-
monstrative kind. In short, if any difficulty be here opposed to the
theory in question, it presents itself solely in the character of the
strata that form the base of the mountains through which the
Bhigmutty has forced a passage, it being perhaps doubtful whether
these be of a hardness capable of resisting the attrition of the waters
for any great length of time.

The northernmost part of Nepaul scarcely lies in a higher
parallel of latitude than twenty-seven degrees and a half ; yet this
valley enjoys, in certain respects, the climate of some of the south-
ern countries of Eurbpe. My knowledge on this point is, of course,
almost entirely confined to the narrow limits of oral enquiry, our
residence here having been too short to admit of our acquiring more

satisfactory information. It is not to be doubted, however, that not
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only the tops of the surrounding mountains are sprinkled with
snow for several days together during winter, but that it even
sometimes falls in the valley below: a hoar frost, too, at this
season, very commonly covers the ground; but though the cold is
occasionally, for three or four months, severe enough to freeze the
tanks and pools of standing water, yet the rivers are never frozen.
Nepaul would seem to be indebted for its favourable climate en-
tirely to its great elevation ; for though lying in the vicinity'of a
region eternally buried in snow, yet its temperature is probably
little or nothing affected by this local circumstance, since, besides
the shelter it derives from the interjacent mountains, it is athirmed
that anorth, or Himma-lehan wind never blows in this valley, except
now and then in transient gusts. The height of Nepaul above the
level of the sea, if we may rely on the indication of the barometer,
cannot be much under four thousand feet; but this elevation did
not prevent the thermometer from rising once during our stay in
this valley to eighty-seven degrees. Its usual height about noon
varied from eighty-one to eighty-four degrees; a little after sunrise
it commonly stood between fifty and fifty-four, but was once so low
as forty-seven, and at nine in the evening generally fluctuated
from sixty-two to sixty-six degrees, the mean temperature, from the
17th to the 25th of March inclusive, on an average of fifty-one
observations, was sixty-seven degrees.

The seasons of Nepaul are pretty nearly the same with those of
Upper Hindostan ; the rains commence a little earlier, and set in
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from the south-east quarter: they are usually very copious, and
break up towards the middle of October. The torrents from the
mountains being often extremely violent during this period, while
the descent of the rivers through the valley is not so precipitate as
to carry off the waters with much rapidity, the consequence is,
that their banks, wherever they happen to be low, are VCry liable
to be overflowed. The effect of these occasional inundations
is sometimes very injurious to the husbandman ; and is exhibited
also, in the great number of ravines into which the plain is
cut.

In describing the climate of Nepaul, we ought not to confine
ourselves to the valley, since a few hours journey enable its inha-
bitants to pass at pleasure, by ascending the sides and summits of
the enclosing mountains, through a considerable variety of tempe-
ratures, and in three or four days one may actually exchange a
heat equal to that of Bengal for the cold of Russia, by barely moving
frorg,Noakoic to Kheroo, or even to Ramika ; nor are, perhaps, the
numerous gradations and quick succession of climates attainable
from hei}ce the least of the advantages to be derived from an un-
restrained intercourse with this charming country, a short residence
in which would, in most disorders arising from relaxation, proba-
bly auswer every purpose of a voyage to Europe, by enabling a
patient to remove, as circumstances might demand, from one tem-
perature to another, though I am inlined to think that there are

few cases of the nature in question that would require his seeking
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a higher one in winter than that of the valley of Chitlong, or, in
summer, a more elastic and sharper air than he might breathe on
the summit of Chandraghiri. Here, too, if we may judge by the
spontaneous productions of the spot, among which are the peach,
the raspherry, the walnut, the mulberry, and others, all the fruits
and esculent vegetables of England might, with proper attention,
be successfully raised. With respect to the salubrity of the more
elevated valleys and situations, it would seem to be abundantly
proved in the general looks of the inhabitants, among whom, if the
Newar peasantry take the lead in point of robustness, it is to be at-
tributed to their laborious, but invigorating occupations. The fever
called the Owl has already been said to be confined to the very
lowest vallies, and to the Turrye; but this is not the case with re-
~ gard to the guttural tumours known in Hindostan by the name of
Ghaigha, and in Nepaul by that of G4noo; this malady appearing
both at Deopatun and Kaurigong, within a few miles of Khatmanda,
and being very prevalent, indeed, at a place called Mungultai,
which is about three journies eastward from thence. The natives
have no clear ideas concerning the cause of this distemper, though
they attempt to treat it medically ; some of them couceive that it
is produced by a certain insect gencrated in the water usually drank
by the inhabitants of goitrous places ; others supposethat it is owing
to some mineral impreguation, but without suspecting particularly
the influence of the calcareous matter called Tuf in Switzerland,

and supposed by Mr. Coxe to be the cause of this malady. The
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water, however, commonly drank by the people of Kaurigong and
Deopatun, being that of the Bhigmutty, which is equally used
in several other places unaffected with this endemial deformity,
the goitres of those two towns are gravely believed by many of
the inhabitants to be an effect of imagination in their pregnant
women, who, it seems, are constantly exposed to the disgusting
sight presented in the protuberant pouches of the innumerable
monkies with which the adjacent sacred grove of Gorja-sirre
swarms ; sallying thence, these animals take possession at pleasure
of the neighbouring houses, from which it would be an act of the
greatest impiety to dislodge them forcibly.

It was formerly a very prevalent idea among the people of Hin-
dostan, from whom it would appear to have passed to thc
Europeans, that Nepaul contained gold mines, and it was probably
this notion (corroborated from time to time by the exaggerated re-
ports of obscure travellers concerning the opulence and splendour
of its cities) that stimulated Cossim Ali Khan to his unsuccessful
attempt against this country. As to the enterprise embarked in by
the English during Mr. Verelst's administration, whether under-
taken on better grounds or not, it was equally unfortunate. It may
appear difhcult to conceive how the neighbouring nations could so
long abide by a persuasion originating in no stronger a circumstance
than the gold of Tibet passing into Bengal and Bahar through
Nepaul, for it would not seem that much stress has been laid on the
occasional separation of a few gold grains either from the sand, or
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from those consecrated pebbles of the Gunduck, known by the
name of Salcgrams, Our surprize, however, on this occasion, will
be diminished, if it does not entirely vanish, on considering, that
while the unremitted jealousy with which the administration of the
country had at all times discouraged -the free ingress of strangers
deprived us of the means of acquiring accurate information, it was
also calculated in some degree to confirm the impression which
had been received of its natural riches, and which the government
of Nepaul itself has, though most probably uot intentionally, con-
tributed to keep up by occasionally sending specimens of gold ore
to the Governor General of India, by way of presents, or curiosities. It
is now pretty clear, however, that, except the small quantity sifted
out of the sands of certain rivulets, which pass through, without
rising in the Nepaul territories, these latter produce not a grain of
gold. It is true I have heard of a gold mine in the neighbourhood
of Listie, but if any thing more be meant by the account than the
scanty particles of gold dust sometimes discovered in the beds of
the torrents which rush through the Kuchir in that quarter, I am
inclined to believe it is not situated within the Nepaul limits. It
it also true that Summerpa (the fugitive Lama of Teeshoo Loomboo,
or Diggercheh), who, by taking refuge with the Goorkhali, occa-
sioned the late war between Nepaul and China, and who appears
to have been a person of considerable science, gave the government
of Khatmanda reason to hope that the precious metals might be
discovered in its dominions. It is equally certain, however, that
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his researches proved fruitless, as I have been assured that the
produce of his various experiments did not defray the expenses
attending them.

But though Nepaul can boast of no gold mines, yet it doubtlessly
contains most of the other metals. Its copper and iron mines have
already been noticed ; excepting those in the vicinity of Tambeh-
kan and Koomhara valley, I am not acquainted either with the
precise situation, or history of any of them. The iron of Nepaul is
not, perhaps, surpassed by that of any other country, and among its
copper ores, of which there would seem to be several varieties,
some are said to be rich, and of an excellent kind. Oude was for-
merly supplied with this metal from Nepaul, but of late years the
European copper, without appearing to be in any respect of a su-
perior quality, has, by actually underselling, driven that of Nepaul
out of the western markets, a phenomenon in commerce which
ought not, probably, to be attributed entirely to the difficulty and
expense of transportation through a mountainous tract, having no
navigable rivers, since it is likely to arise in a great degree from
thebackwardness of the natives in the arts of mineralogy and metal-
lurgy. In short, copper, the produce of Nepaul, has been known to
bear so high a price as a rupee and a half the Seer, at the same
time that European copper was procurable in Calcutta for a rupee
the Seer.

With regard to silver, I have been informed that some veins of
it have been discovered to the westward of Noakote; but I doubt
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the truth of the account, and suspect it to have no other foundation

‘than the fact of certain ores of lead, supposed to contain a consi-
derable proportion of the precious metal, having been recently met
with. I have seen several specimens of these ores, some of which
were very rich in lead, while others appeared to be a species of
galena well worth the working for the sake of its silver; and
indeed, I found some attempts, with this view, had been made pre-
vious to our arrival in Nepaul ; but as in all their endecavours to
obtain the nobler metal, they had, owing to their ignorance of the
proper process, lost most part of the baser one, the result of their
experiments had been very discouraging. In fine, they have
hitherto so little known how to avail themselves of their natural
treasures, that they are still obliged to supply themselves with lead
from Patna.

There is no better authority at present than vague inférmation
for believing that the Nepaul territories contain either the ores of
antimony or mercury. It is pretty certain, however, that the western
parts in particular abound both in arsenic and pyrites, though it is
also true that the government has been obliged to desist from
working the sulphurous ores on account of the deleterious effects
produced by the operation. With regard to volcanoes, although I
met with no traces of any in our route, yet it is certain that there
aresome eruptions to the westward ; but whether these arise merely
from bituminous or other inflammable substances, or are actually

volcanic, I am unable to determine.
Aa
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The houses in Nepaul are universally built of brick, because the
- use of stone, though every where procurable within an casy dis-
tance, would be intolerably expensive in a country not admitting
either of wheel carriages, or of water transportation; hence,not-
withstanding the great plenty and variety of stones adapted to the
purposes of building, which are to be met with in this country,
among which are some kinds both of marble and of jasper, the sight
~ of a stone edifice or structure of any sort, if we except their idols,
and some of the ornamental parts of their temples, is more uncom-
mon in Nepaul, than even in Bengal. There is said to be a very
considerable mass of rock crystal near Goorkha, and lime-stone,
as well as slate, seems to abound every where. There are, however,
no lime-kilus in this country, the cement commonly employed
being mud, which, the natives pretend, answers in their humid
climate better than lime mortar. The small quantity of the latter
which they use, is procured from the incrustations and crystals of
lime that are found in some of the natural grottos or caves scattered
over this romantic region. I lament exceedingly that none of these
happened to lie in our route, as the description I have received of
them appears to render them very well worth the attention of
all who reccive any delight in contemplating the beauties or wonders
of nature.

The foregoing, it must be owned, is a very superficial account of
the mineral or fossil productions of Nepaul ; but I trust it will be
indulgently received, as the best that I am enabled to furnish
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either by my sources of information, or my acquaintance with such
subjects. It is to be hoped, indeed, that the period is not very
remote when every chasm in our knowledge concerning this country
will be completely filled up; for as it is not to be doubted that it
presents a noble ficld for the most interesting researches, both of
the mineralogist and botanist, so it may safely be presumed that no
favourable opportunity which may hereafter offer for prosecuting
useful enquiry in departments of science so intimately connected
with the improvement of commerce and manufactures, will be
suffered to escape. |

I have already occasionally enumerated some of the animal and
vegetable productions of this country, and have thercfore but little -
to add here under these heads, which indeed can only be satisfac-
torily treated of by a prolessed naturalist.

The cattle of Nepaul, generally speaking, do not seem much
superior to those ordinarily met with in Bengal, and the upper pro-
vinces ; but it is otherwise with regard to the herds which enjoy
the double advantage of browsing amidst the delicious herbage of
the less cultivated valleys, and of watering at the pure, wholesome
brooks which every where intersect them. It is true that even these
are but little distinguished in respect to size; yet they appear
sleck and plump, and exhibit a greater variety in point of colour
than is usually seen in the lower parts of India. I was particularly
struck with the goed appearance of some cows which we fell in
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with-in passing from Bailkote; but, after all, it must be éonfessed»
that the best of them would suffer considerably in a comparison
with English cattle. Their milk, however, is not surpassed, perhaps,
for sweetness or richness, by any in the world, though I am obliged
to acknowledge that the inhabitants did not seem.to have any to
spare.

It will be readily conceived that a country so over-run as this:is
with aromatic and sweet flowering shrubs, must necessarily produce
honey of the finest quality : but though its excellence is accordingly
very well known and acknowledged, yet it is a fact that I had some
difficulty in procuring a single comb ; this scarcity is owing to
there being no more made or stored than is requisite for domes-
tic consumption, bees being reared here principally with a view
to the preparation of wax, which forms one of the exports of
Nepaul. |

I had heard, before my visit to Nepaul, that our most esteemed
kitchen vegetables did not only grow there in much higher per-
fection than in Bengal, but that the propagation of them was
annually continued from their own seed, whereas the short duration
of our cold season admits but of a scanty and degenerate produce
not to be depended upon. My disappointment, therefore, was very
great on finding the fact otherwise, and on being assured that they
could not raise even potatoes, without procuring every year from
Patna fresh roots for sowing ; I think it extremely probable, how-
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ever, that their failure in this respect has been occasioned solely by
want of attention or skill, having no doubt, for my own part, that
with proper management, there are few of our hortulan productions,
whether fruit, flower, or herb, which might not be successfully
reared, and abundantly multiplied, either in the valley of Nepaul
itself, or in one or other of the numerous situations adjacent to it.
The only kitchen vegetables we met with here were cabbages and
peas, both of which were of the worst kind. They have the Tibet
turnip, but cannot raise it, any more than the potatoe, without
renewing the seed annually.

I have elsewhere, in the course of this Memoir, given as full an
account of the several species of grain cultivated in this country, as
my limited opportunities of obtaining any knowledge of them
would allow; there doubtlessly remains much information to be
supplied on this, and other interesting subjects of Nepaul agricul-
ture; and in particular it seems highly desirable that we should
thoroughly ascertain the nature and history of the various dry rices
cultivated by these pcople under the general name of Ghya, because
some of them being actually raised in situations very much exposed
to falls of snow, it is extremely probablc that they would succeed
in England, while others which do not require being flooded, but
flourish in the loftiest and driest spots, would be no less likely to an-

swer in the Rajemahl hills.* There are also among the spontaneous

* An experiment has since been successfully made here with four or five species of
Ghya.
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productions of this luxurious soil, several edible roots and herbs,
as the Tooral, a species of yam, the Kurraila, a kind of wild
asparagus, and others, well deserving of examination and descrip-
tion, as forming a considerable part of the sustenance of the poorer
inhabitants, The medicinal plants, as well as the dying drugs
which rank among the natural growth of this country, are likewise
very numerous, and some of them very valuable; of the former
the Teetea-pit, Juttha, or Jaitamisi, the Kootka, the Bikmah, the
Cheraita, and the Roopmenger (all of them bitter or aromatic
woods) are in the most estimation.* Of the colouring plants, I
should decline, for the present, even a partial enumeration, as well
on account of the subject being too important, in a commercial
view, to be slightly discussed, as because measures have been taken
by Government for obtaining the fullest information regarding
them. I need only observe in this place, that, besides the well-
known creeper called Muujheet, some shoots of which I left in a
thriving condition at Boglepore, on my return to Bengal, there is
good reason to suppose, that the Nepaul territories produce a rich
variety of dying materials, and among the rest, two or three sorts
of vegetable black. The Kuchdr is known to contain many, and
probably, indeed, yields most of the alpine plants.

Adverting to the very wild and rugged nature of the country,
we shall see no great room for. imagining its population to be

+ The Teetea-pht is a species of worm-wood ; the Jaitamési is suppased to be the
spikenard of the ancients, and the Bickmah is a kind-of gentian
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considerable; the valleys only are of any account in estimating the
numbers of the inhabitants, and they are, with the exception of
Nepaul itself, and perhaps two or three others, little better than so
many mountainous cavities. Even the Turrye, or Turryani, gene-
rally speaking, would seem to be but indifferently peopled, the
villages throughout it being, as far as I can learn, very thinly scat-
tered, and in most places of a mean rank in point of magnitude, as
well as appearance. But whatever the fact in this respect may be,
it is certain that we are altogether unfurnished with any documents
that would warrant our hazarding even a conjecture on the subject,
the materials we possess for judging of the population of the valley
of Nepaul itself being at the best extremely vague, and enabling
us only to state it loosely at about half a million,

The inhabitants consist principally of the two superior classes of
Hindoos (or Brahmins and Chetrees with their various subdivisions),
of Newars, of Dhenwars, of Mhanjees, of Bhootias, and of Bhanris.
The former of these, who compose the army of the state, and en-
gross all situations of trust, whether civil or military, are found dis-
persed promiscuously throughout the country; the Newars are con-
fined almost to the valley of Nepaul, the Dhenwars and Mhanjees are
the husbandmen and fishers of the western districts ; and the Bhoo-
tias, though some families of them are planted in the lower lands,
occupy, generally speaking, such parts of the Kuchir as are included
in the Nepaul territories. With respect to the Bhaurds, they have
already been mentioned, as being a sort of se paratists from the
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Newars; they arc supposed to amount to about five thousand ; they
shave their heads like the Bhootias, observe many of the religious
rites, as well as civil customs, of these idolaters, in a dialect of
whose language they arc also said to preserve their sacred writ-
ings. To the eastward again, some districts of the Nepaul domi-
nions are inhabited by tribes, such as the Limbooas, Nuggerkoo-
tees, and others, of whom we know at this time little more than
the names.

The Newars are divided into several casts or orders, most of
which derive their origin, like those among the more ancient Hin-
doos, from a primitive classification according to trades and occu-
pations : I reserve an enumeration of these, as well as a full account
of the history, religion, government, customs, and mauners of the
Newars, for a future period, when my information on these points
shall be more complete and satisfactory than it is at present: in
the mean time, although I have not thought it necessary to refrain
altogether from noticing occasionally some particulars concerning
this interesting people, yet these sketches are to be considered as a
mere outline arising incidentally, and, as it were, unavoidably, out
of the nature of our immediate enquiry, and by no means as pro-
ceeding from a puerile desire of anticipating a subject, which [am of
opinion is well entitled to a very full and deliberate discussion.

Nepaul having been ruled for many centuries past by Raje-
poot princes, and the various classes of Hindoos appearing, in

all periods, to have composed a great proportion of its population,
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we are naturally prepared to find a general resemblance in man-
ners and customs between this part of its inhabitants, and the kin-
dred sects established in the adjacent countrics; acéordingly, the
characteristics which separate them, whether in point of manners,
usages, or dress, are so faint as to be s‘carcely discernable in a single
instancc, insomuch that I own the agreement greatly excecded what
I could have expected upon adverting to the peculiarity, in many
respects, of the local circumstances in which the Hindoos of this
valley arc placed, to the Litle fraternity they have ever entertained
with the neighbouring nations, to their political union or inter-
mixture, during severai centuries, with the Newars, and above all,
to the very important consideration presented in the remarkable,
and indeced (if I am not mistaken) solitary fact, of Nepaul being
the only Hindoo country that has ncver been disturbed, far less
subdued, by any Mussulman powcr. In one essential particular,
nevertheless, these mountaineers appear to me to be very promi-
nently discriminated, and that is by a simplicity of character uni-
versally observable amongst them. I am aware that this is a fea-
ture, which, with a few exceptions, more or less strikingly marks
the Hindoo character throughout India, but whether it be owing
to the sccluded situation of Nepaul, or to some cause still more
operative, the simplicity which distinguishes the inhabitauts of this
rugged region is manifested no less in the superior than the lower
ranks of people, appears in all their modes of life, whether public
or domestic, little of ostentation or parade ever entering into either,
Bb
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and is very generally accompanied by an innocency and suavity
of deportment, by an ease and frankness in conversation, and I am
disposed to think too, by an integrity of conduct not so commonly
to be met with among their more polished or opulent brethren.

Between the Newars, however, and the other Hindoo .inhabitants
of Nepaul, there subsist, as well in character, customs, manners,
and features, as in religious rites and language, very essential dif-
ferences, all of them abundantly proving that they are an insulated
race of men, whose origin is not to be traced to any of the natiouns
immediately surrounding them. They are a peaceable, industrious,
‘and even ingenious people, very much attached to the superstition
they profess, and tolerably reconciled to the chains imposed on
them by their Goorkhali conquerors, although these have .hot hi-
therto condescended to conciliate them by the means which their
former sovereigns, who were Rajepoots of the Soorej-bunsi race,
adopted, and who, among other compliances with the usages of
the Newars, made no scruplé, it seems, of feeding on the flesh of
buffaloes.

I doubt whether this nation have been at any period of a war-
like disposition; be this as it may, it is certain that their courage is
at present spoken of very slightingly by the Purbutties, or Hindoo
mountaineers, and that the instances of their being employed in
the armies of the state are exceeding rare. Their occupations are
chiefly those of agnculture, besides which they almost exclusively
execute all the arts and manufactures known in this country.
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Their modes of husbandry prove them to be capable of immense
labour, no less than the burthens which they carry shew that they
possess great corporal strength, while many of their mechanical
operations equally evince that they are tolerably well skilled in
some of the most useful arts. They are in general of a middlesize,
with broad shoulders and chest, very stout limbs, round and rather
flat faces, small eyes, low and somewhat spreading noses, and,
finally, open and cheerful countenances; yet I cannot agree with
those who affirm that there is in the general physiognomy of these
people, any striking resemblance to the Chinese features. Many
of the women we saw, especially at Bhatgong, had a remarkable
florid tint about their cheeks; for the most part, however, their com-
plexion, like that of (he men, is somewhat between a sallow and
cgpper colour; the ordinary cast of their features corresponds
with that of the males, notwithstanding which, there are said to be
many handsome women among them. The illicit progeny of a
Newar female and a Chetree, or other Purbutti (for they cannot
intermarry) might almost be taken for Malays, at least, that is the
physiognomy by which it appears to me the features of this mixed
race may, on the whole, be best illustrated ; though, perhaps, the
faces both of Bajoo Sheer and Rodur Beer (who are the issue of
Rajepoots, by Newar women) approach still nearer to the Tartar
or Chinese. It is remarkable enough that the Newar women, like
those among the Nairs, may, in fact, have as many husbands as
they please, being at liberty to divorce them continually on the

slighest pretences.
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As I am not without hopes of being able, at no very remote
period, riot only to explain at large the superstitious dogmas, rites,
and ceremonies of the Newars, but also to be instrumental, at least,
in throwing some light on the Boudhite system of theology, at
present so little understood, I shall not touch in this place on either
of those subjects. With regard to the popular religion of Nepaul,
in general, seeing -that it differs nothing from the Hinduism es-
tablished in Bengal and other parts of India, excepting so far as the
secluded nature of the country may have conduced to preserve it
in a state of superior orthodoxy and purity, it would be altogether
superfluous to enter into any details concerning it; Ishall there-
fore content myself with naming here the temples of most con-
sideration in the valley of Nepaul, and with subjoining an account
of the most remarkable festivals annually celebrated by its
inhabitants. .

1. Pusput-nath, situated on the west bank of the Bhéigmutty,
and contiguous to the eastern extremity of the town of Deopitun,
This edifice is said to have been erected by the fourth prince of
the Soorej-bunsi dynasty, named Pussooptsh Deo, and to have been
dedicated by him to Pusputty Mahadeo. It is esteemed the holiest
temple of Nepaul, and is of such great sanctity, that a pilgrimage
to it is deemed here an act of purer devotion than the observance
of any of her similar rites prescribed by the Hindoo law. Pusput-
nath consists of several courts or squares filled with numerous
images and shrines consecrated at different periods, and by various

princes. In the centre of the interior court stands the principal
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sa{nctuary, before the gate or entrance of which, is a figure of a
kneeling bull, well executed in copper, and superbly gilt; this
was an offering of Dhurrum Deo, the twentieth successor of Pussoo-
pish Deo, and the reputed founder also (according to some accounts)
of Sumbhoo-nath. It was this last "prince (a very considerable
personage in the annals of Nepaul) who is said to have first divided
the general mass of his people into the four grand and well known
Hindoo tribes of the present day.

2. Changoo-nerain. This is a temple dedicated to Nerain Bishen,
or Vishuou ; it is situated at Changoo, a small town lying about
eight miles to the eastward of Khatmanda, and not uncommonly
called (after the temple, for whichit is celebrated) Changoo-nerain.
The interior of this temple is only accessible by means of an offering
of atolah of gold to the god, though the individual thus propitiating
his priests, is at liberty to introduce to the interior, along with
himself, as many other persons as he pleases. Poorer, or less
profuse zealots, are obliged to content themselves with a distant
adoration of the deity, by making the circuit of the exterior
enclosure.

3. Bhuddur-joogni, or Bhujjur-joogni. This temple stands in the
town of Sinki, which lies about twelve miles north-east of Khat-
manda. It is dedicated to Bhowani.

4, Tillijejoo, or Tullijoo-mdi. No one but the reigning Rajah
is permitted to enter the interior of this temple, which is dedicated

to Bhowani, and stands in the middle of the city of Bhatgong. The



190 TEMPLES.

image of the goddess now erected here was removed from Semroun
Ghur to Bhatgong by Hur Singh Deo.

5. Dukhen Kili. This temple, which is also consecrated to
Bhowani in her destructive character, is situated in the hollow of
the Pheerphing mountains. _

6. Jagaisher. This is a temple dedicated to Mahadeo, and
standing in the town of Tannohi, which lies near twenty miles. by
the road to the eastward of Khatmanda.

1. Seker-nerain. This temple has already been noticed’ in
the account of Pheerphing, near which town it stands. It was
erected by Hurry Dutt Burmah, who ruled over Nepaul a few
generations before Bukh Deo.

8. Mutchendernath. This temple is situated in the city of Patn,
and is called by the Newars Bhoogadeo, written in Father Giuseppe's
account of Nepaul (as published in the second volume of the Asiatic
Researches) Baghero. It is pretended to have been erected by
Nurrender Deo of the Soorej-bunsi dynasty, on the following occa-
sion: Goorkhnath, adisciple of Mutchendernath (who was himself
a votary of the sun), visiting Nepaul, and not receiving from its
inhabitants those marks of reverence to which he considered his
sacred character entitled, resented this treatment by fixing himself
in a particular spot, where he remained immoveable during a period
of twelve years. The consequence of this holy person’s stationary
posture appeared in Nepaul being visited by a dreadful drought,
which could only be terminated by obliging the offended minister
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of the sun to quit his fatal position. To effect so essential a point,
Mutchendernath, by means of a certain form of incantation, was
prevailed upon to proceed from Kamroof * to Nepaul, where, upon
presenting himself before Goorkhnath, the latter was necessarily
compelled, through respect for his Gooroo (or ghostly father), to
rise; this movement happily restored the country to its wonted
prosperity, by occasioning an abundant and immediate fall of rain;
and it was in requital and commemoration of the services thus de-
rived from the beneficent interposition of Mutchendernath, that
the grateful prince erccted the present temple to him, and esta-
blished the festival in his honour, still annually celebrated in the
month of Bysack, or latter end of April.

9. Toolaja Bhowani. This temple stands close to the palace
of the present Rajah, in the city of Khatmanda. The interior part
of it is accessible to none but the reigning prince; the people at
large, however, have an opportunity, annually, of worshipping the
goddess, her image being carried in procession every year in the
month of Aughun.

10. Bishen-nath. This is a temple erected by Bishn Gupt, an
Asheer of the race of the first sovereigns ol Nepaul, who deprived
the successors of Dhurrum Deo of their kingdom, which, however,
was soon recovered by them. It is dedicated to Bishen, or Vishnou,
and is situated about eight miles to the northward of Khatmanda,
and near the west bank of the Bhigmutty.

11. Gooshja Kili, This is a temple dedicated to Kaili, or

* Part of modern Assam.
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Bhowani, and is situated about half a mile to the eastward of
Pusputty-nath.

12. Goorukh-nath. This temple stands at the distance of a
musket-shot to the eastward of Pusput. It is consecrated to Goo-
rukhnath, whom the Goorkhalis consider as their patriarch, and
from whom they derive their national appellation. ) _

13. Chundais-sere, is a temple near Bunnipa, or Punnipi, a
town situated about eight miles to the eastward of Bhatgong. It is
dedicated to Bhowani.

14. Bhugowty. This is a temple at Phallanchoak (a day’s journey
to the north-east of Bhatgong), dedicated also to Bhowani.

15. Unnunt-ling. This is a temple consecrated to Mahadeo in
his generative character, and situated about four miles south-west
of Bhatgong. .

16. Sheeba-dhol is a temple of Mahadeo standing four miles
south of Bhatgong.

17. Bheem Seen. This is a very famous temple at Dhoalka, a
considerable Newar town, already mentioned. Bheem Seen is oric
of the demi-gods celebrated in the Mahabharat.

18. Khinda. This is a temple dedicated to Bhowani. It stands
on mount Kalia-choak, where the Soona Kousi has its rise.

19. Doomja Koossaiseer. This is a temple of Mahadeo erected
at Doomja, which is three journies east of Khatmanda.

20. Goorkha Munkdmiénd. This temple, consecrated to Bhowani,
is situated five journies to the westward of Khatmanda.

The following are the principal festivals celebrated in Nepaul,
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1. Chownsuthi-jtra. This is preparatory to the Pusputty-pooja,
or worship of Pusputtynath: it is performed in the menth of
Aughun (November, December), and consists in wisiting all the
shrines and temples situated on the borders of the valley, some of
which are at the distance of two journies from Khitmindd. They
are sixty-four in number, whence this jitra has obtained the name
of Chownsuthi.

2. Koend-jitra, This occurs in Bysack (April, May), when such
devout persons as purpose celebrating the festival of Goojesseri
(the consort of Pusputtynath) are previously obliged to perform
their ablutions at the eighty-four sacred reservoirs, situated in the
environs of Pusputtynath.

8. Bhigmutty-jdtra. This is a sort of religious progress, or
procession, commencing at Chucker-tecrut (which is a ghaut or ford
of the Bhigmutty, about a musket-shot to the southward of Pusput),
and terminating at Bhigdwar, where the Bhigmutty, quitting mount
Sheopoori, enters the valley of Nepaul. Bhigdwir is from nine to
ten miles to the northward of Pussputtynath. This jitra occurs in
the month of Chyte (or March, April).

4. Bishnmutty-jatra. It is celebrated in Bysack, and consists.
in a progress similar to the former, commencing at Puchli Bhyroo
(a temple consecrated to one of the votaries of Mahadeo, and situ-
ated about a mile to the southward of Khitmindf}, and ending at
* Bishen-nath, near which (I believe) the Bishnmutty enters the

valley.
Cc
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5. Munmutty-jitra. This festival is also observed in Bysack.
It: consists in proceeding from Sunkhmool (which is a ford of the
Bhigmutty about a musket-shot to the northward of Patn) to
Buddur-joogni. ‘

6. Roodermutty-jitra. This is another holy progress, beginning
at Sheooka Bhal, or the Car of Sheoo, or Siva, whence the pilgrims,
passing by Boora Neel-khent (where they bathe), and Hunnamunt-
teerut in Bhatgong, proceed to Mahadeo-pokhra, which is about six
miles east of Bhatgong. This jitra occurs in Jait (or May, June.)

7. Gunnaish-jitra. This procession takes place in Kaurtic
(October, November), beginning at Chowbhal (a mile to the south-
west of Patn), and ending at Soorej-buniik, a temple dedicated to
Gunnaish, and standing a mile to the southward of Bhatgong.

8. Bhugowty-jitra. This is a similar ceremony, which occurs
also in Kaurtic, commencing at Chowbhal, and continuing as far as
Phallanchoak, a place situated about a day’s journey to the north-
west of Bhatgong, and celebrated for its eighteen Daibies.

9. Pokhra-jitra. This festival is observed as well as the two
last, in the month of Kaurtic, when the pilgrims proceed from
Kherkotuck to Munnichoor, a sacred mountain that defines the
north-east extremity of the valley of Nepaul. This jitra obtains
its name from the numerous reservoirs at Munnichdor, which are
said to be not less than three hundred. Here the pilgrims perform
the prescribed ablutions, worshipping at the same time the Deotas,

or deities of the environs.



RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS. 195

10. Indra-jitra, takes place in Srawren (July, August); it is a
holy progress from Deh-choak (one of the mountains forming the
western limits of the valley) to the temple consecrated to Bhowani
by the name of Bilkoomiri, and situated in Tumi ; in the course
of the procession, the shrines of many Deotas occur, at some of which
the pilgrims stop to worship. Tumi is a town of considerable note
lying between Khatmanda and Bhatgong, and at present annexed
to the fief of Behadur Shah.

11. Seesutty-jatra. This festival is observed in Bysack. It con-
sists in a progress from Munjessury (which lies about a bow-shct
to the westward of Sumbhoo-nath) to Buddur-joogni. Several Deotas
are visited in the way.

12. Mutchender-jitra. The origin of this festival has been
mentioned above. It takes place in Bysack, when the idol is
transported in an immense car, or moveable shrine, from Patn to
the village of Bhigmutty, where there is another temple consecra-
ted to Bhoogadeo, or Mutchendernath. This appears to be the
ceremony alluded to by Pere Giuseppe, under the name of Yatra.

18. Bhoagnath-jitra. This festival is observed in Chyte, con-
sisting in a procession from Jummal (a temple in the suburbs of
Khatmanda) to Sugguntoal, within the city.

14. Bhyroo-jitra; a procession, in the month of Chyte, from
Sogal-dhoka in Bhitgong to Chopingal (about a bow-shot to
the south of that city), where Bhyroo is more particularly wor-
shipped.



196 GOVERNMENT OF NEPAUL.

15. Pustair-mookh. This jitra occurs also in Chyte ; it consists
in a progress from Deopétun to Toondikheel. At Toondikheel (by
which name they call the plain iminediately beyond the south-east
extremity of Khatmanda), the pilgrims worship the Loomri Bhowani,
surnamed Mehenkil.

16. Besides the foregoing, and some others not particularized,
there is a grand festival occasionally observed, which lasts four
months, commencing in Bysack, and ending in Srawren. It consists
in visiting the shrines of all the gods in Nepaul, which are said to
be two thousand seven hundred and thirty-three.

The genius of a government unacquainted alike with the positive
and implied restraints imposed by a precise, not to say immutable
law or constitution, and taking its colour, for the most part, from
the character and temporary views of the ruling individual, must
necessarily be of too fugitive a nature to admit of any delineation
equally applicable to all periods and circumstances. Of this un-
settled kind is the government not only of Nepaul, but perhaps of
all the Asiatic countries. It is formally, and in a great degree es-
sentially despotic ; but its despotism is, on the one hand, modified
and in some measure meliorated by certain observances enjoined
by immemorial usage, and not to be disregarded with impunity
even by the most powerful prince ; while, on the other, it is con-
trolled by the active influence enjoyed and occasionally exerted by
the aristocratic order already mentioned, under the appellation of
Thurgurs. But at the same time that it may reasonably be doubted
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whether the body of the people ever derive the least advantage from
the political struggles of these chieftains, it is also obvious that the
extent of the aﬁthority possessed by the latter, must always materi-
ally depend on a variety of contingencies liable to constant fluctua-
tion : hence it would not be safe to. deduce the general spirit of the
government from its present condition, especially since it is certain
that although the administration of Behadur Shah, during the mino-
rity of his nephew, has on the whole been tolerably agreeable, yet
counsiderations of expediency, suggested by a solicitude to maintain
himself in his situation, have often compelled him to conciliate his
colleagues, by compliances, which, according to the declaration of
an intelligent person who communicated with ‘me very freely on
this subject, have reduced the strength and energy of the Goorkhali
dominion to the mere shadow of what it was under the more vi-
gorous, or, properly speaking, the more arbitrary sway of Purthi
Nerain, Without attempting, therefore, to determine the actual
force of the machine of government, we must be content to illus-
trate its construction as well as we are able, by adding to an enu.
meration of the principal officers of state, a brief account of the
ostensible nature of their respective employments.
These officers are, in order of importance, as follows :

1. The Ghoutra.

2. The Kijees.

8. The Sirdars.

4. The Khurdars.
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5. The Kupperdars.
6. The Khuzinchee.
7. The Ticksili.
- 8. The Dhurma-Udhikar.
9. The Bichiries.
10. The Dittha.
11. The Jaithha-Boora.
12. The Soubahs.
18. The Omrahs.

1. The Choutra is considered as the prime-minister of the Rajah,
to whom he is invariably akin. The office has sometimes been
executed jointly by two commissioners, but is usually, as at™pre- *
sent, administered by a single person. Behadur Shah once filled
this station, and I believe still enjoys some of the emoluments an-
nexed to it. Srikishen Shah, however, is at this time nominally
sole Choutra, the Regent being distinguished simply by the appel-
lation of Saheb, which I understand to be a title appropriated to
the nearest legitimate relation of the reigning prince, in the man-
ner that Monsieur, applied absolutely, is restrained to the second
son of France.

The business of the Choutra consists chiefly in receiving and
examining all written and verbal communications regarding, in
any way, the conduct of those filling public employments, whether
civil or military. He appears to be a sort of comptroller general

over the various inferior depdrtments of administration; submit-
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ting his statements, in the first instance, to the Rajah, or Regent,
who, if he sees reason, refers the further investigation of such re-
ports to the Punjunni, or court of inspection, already cursorily de-
scribed, or otherwise decides upon them immediately. The Chou-
tra is annually liable to be removed from his station, as well as all
the other principal officers of government. The predecessor of the
present Choutra was his elder brother, Bulbhudder Shah, whom
the Regent found it expedient to supersede on account of his in-
tractable spirit. At the late Punjunni, (which was held in July,)
the partisans of Bulbhudder attempted to obtain his restoration to
his place in the administration, but he was again obliged to yield
to the less embarrassing pretensions of Srikishen Shah, who, after
all, however, is not quite so pliant a minister as is necessary to the
viewsofthe Regent. The Choutra, besides the ficfs or jaghires he pos-
sesses, in virtue of his office, appears to be entitled to a commission,
or fine of eight annas on every Kaith, or rice plantation, throughout
the kingdom, those of the Thurgurs and military excepted.

2. The K4jees resemble the superior Dewan of the Mogul
government. The term imports a performer of service, or a man
of business : there are generally four of them in commission ; such
as are actually in employ being called Pugruwillas, in contradis-
tinction to the Dakhra, by which appellation those out of office are
known. The Kijees superintend, generally, all civil and military
affairs. On particular occasions, indeed, a Kijee is placed at the

head of the army, but for the most part these officers are employed
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in the management of the revenue, and the direction of the jaghire
lands, in the latter of which functions they exercise considerable
military authority. The red seal of the Rajah is usually deposited
with one of the K4jees, who,by virtue of this trust (to which also
the office of public treasurer is commonly annexed), is considered
as the first efficient officer next to the Choutra. The four Kéjees
divide equally among them a commission of one rupee per Kaith,
on all taxable lands.

3. The Sirdars resemble in some degree the Bukshies of the
Mogul empire. They generally command the armies of the state,
in the management of the civil affairs of which, however, they like-
wise participate; there are four of them, each of whom receives
two annas from every Kaith of a taxable description.

4, The Khurdars. There are two of these, who act as secretaries,
preparing all the Hindoo dispatches from the Rajah, whether to
foreign states and princes, or to the officers of government: they
also attend the Guchum, or council, in the deliberations of which,
they commonly take part. They each receive a commission of two
annas, or four annas jointly,on every taxable Kaith inthe country.

5. The Khupperdar. This officer has the charge of-the Ra_yah s
particular or private wardrobe, jewels, and kitchen. ‘

6. The Khuzinchee. This officer, besides making all disburse-
ments as treasurer, superintends what may be called the public
wardrobe, whence honorary dresses, &c. are issued.

The foregoing six officers being esteemed the principal adminis-
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trators of the government, are, on that account, denominated Bhar-
d4rs, a term denoting ‘¢ bearers of burthens.”

7. The Ticksili, or superintendant of the mint; his profits con-
sist in a commission on the duties levied on imports from Tibet,
and in a certain share of a tax payable by all merchants, natives
of Nepaul, on returning thither after a residence for any time at
Lehassa, Diggercheh, or other partsof Tibet. This tax orfine is said
to be fixed at seven tolahs of gold, and to be usually exacted with
a good deal of rigour.

8. The Dhurma-Udhikar is the chief criminal judge, whose busi-
ness it is to pronounce scntence in all cases cognizable by the tri-
bunal, in which he presides on the part of the Rajah, by whom,
however, such sentence must be approved before it can be carried
into execution. The under judges, in every part of the kingdom
excepting the farmed districts, hold their appointments from him,
and in most cascs they require the seal of his confirmation to ren-
der the judgments they pass valid. The Dhurma-dhun, or fees of
this department, are said to be very great, and I have reason- to
think, that it is principally on this account, that the farming go-
vernors usually stipulate for the privilege of commissioning their
own officers of justice. Most offences, according to the Dhurma
Shaster (which is the foundation of the civil code of Nepaul), being
punishable by amercement, and the cataloguc of crimes of this
description being extremely long, it is easy to conceive that such

penalties constitute a considerable source of emolument.
Dd
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9. The Bichdries, of whom there are four, compose the tribunal
which investigates and reports on (as the term implies) all .civil
questions, and the members of which are usually Brahmins. Two
of them are commonly appointed to take cognizance of such dis-
putes as relate to pérsonal property, cases concerning real or landed
possessions being referred to two others. The Dhurma-Udhikar
occasionally presides in this tribunal, the decrees of which must
receive the sanction of the Rajah before they can operate. Intricate
cases are sometimes decided by the water ordeal, which is con-
ducted here much in the same manner as in other countries of
India.

10. The Dittha. This officer, as the name implies, is an over-
seer, or superintendant, whose business it is to regulate the police;
he answers to the Cutwal of Hindostan. He participates, as well as
the Ticksdli, in the produce of the duties and tax mentioned in the
article describing that officer.

11. The Jaithha-Boora. This word signifies senior, or ancient.
The minister who bears this title is occasionally employed in em-
bassies of atemporary or complimentary kind; is sometimes charged
with the delivery of orders of a particular nature to the governors
of districts and other public officers, and in certain cases is deputed
into the country for the purposes of local investigation, His ordi-
nary station, however, is about the person of the Rajah.

12. The Soubahs are governors of districts, and the appellation

is indifferently bestowed on farmers and government collectors.
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13. The Omrahs are commanders of Tharrehs, or military posts,
and have already been spoken of.

Having said above that the Dhurma Shaster forms the basis of
the civil and criminal jurisprudence of Nepaul (as it docs of most
other Hindoo states), it would not be necessary, were 1 able, to
enter, in this place, into any detail concerning its laws. Of their
general spirit and defects, a reference to the publication of Mr.
Halhed will enable us to judge with suflicient accuracy, while,
with regard to their execution, it will be fair to conclude that the
criminal branch, at least, is administered with as much energy and
probity, as in other eastern countries ; the more especially as there
is good reason to believe that theft, in particular, is an offence very
little known in Nepaul. Whether, however, on the other hand,
we consider the general scope, in a judicial light, of the Dhurma
Shaster itself, or the suspicious nature of the courts cstablished for
giving effect to its institutes, there is not perhaps the same ground
for drawing so favourable an inference with respect to the civil
department of their law; and it was probably, indeed, a consci-
ousness of some glaring imperfection in the latter, that suggested at
one time to Behadur Shah the design of applying to our Govern-
ment for a code of laws, with a view to the better rcgulation of his
country.

The trade of Nepaul is by no means so extensive nor, conse-
quently, so beneficial to its government and inhabitants as it

might soon be, under proper regulations. Some of the restraints
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by which it was formerly shackled have, it is true, been removed
by the treaty concluded with the Company in 1792, but it still
languishes under several impolitic restrictions, originating partly in
the jealousy, and partly in the ignorance of the Nepaul adminis-
tration, but attributable also, in a great degree, to the monopolies
“which certain Uluts or mercantile Gosains, and a few other mer-
chants, have been long in possession of, and which they labour to
preserve by every insidious and corrupt means in their power. If
it were not for these obstacles, there is reason to believe that an ex-
tensive trade might be carried on between Tibet and the Company’s
dominions, by the channel of Nepaul, highly beneficial both to the
government of the latter, and to the commercial interests of the
English nation. A full discussion of this subject, however, must
be reserved for a fitter occasion and place than the present. It is
proper nevertheless to observe here, that notwithstanding the nar-
row spirit which directs the commercial concerns of this people,
the government affords, on the whole, considerable protection to
foreign merchants, rendering them in all cases, it would appear, as
~ strict and as prompt justice as the imperfect nature of its general
polity will admit.

The following are the principal imports and exports of Nepaul,
the duties on which, as far as relate to the British trade, are
regulated by the treaty before referred to. The case, how-
ever, is unfortunately different with regard to the commerce

carried on directly between the Tibetians and Nepaulians, the
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imposts on which are ordinarily very enormous, and at all times

arbitrary.

Exports from Nepaul to the Company’s and Vizier's dominions.

Elepbants.

Elephants’ teeth.

Rice of kinds.

Timber of sorts.

Hides of sorts.

Ginger.

Kuth, or Terra japonica, white or black.
Turmeric.

Wax.

Honey.

Behroza (or pure resin of the pine).
Walnuts.

Oranges.

Long pepper.

Long pepper root,

Ghee
Teigh (or aromatic bark of the root of the bastard cinnamon).

Taiz-pit (dried leaf of ditto).
Large cardamums.
Roal or Dammer.

Lamp-oil.
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Cotton (of the Simul-tree).
The above articles are the produce of the Moruny and other
parts of the Turryani, and of Nepaul.
The following articles are the produce either of Tibet proper or

of the Kuchir.

Tanyans, and small Turki horses of Luddakh, and other
northern parts of Tibet.

Sheep.
Shawl goats.
Chowri bullocks.
Musk-deer.
Dogs.
Falcons.
Pheasants.
Chuckoars, or fire-eaters.
Gold in dust, grains, and small lumps.
Borax.
Salt.
Sulphur.
Antimony.
Arsenic.
Orpiment.
Musk.
Chowris, or cow-tails,

Rugs, or coarse blankets.
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Munjheet.

Raw Sai.

Cherris.

Bikmabh.

Jaithamdsi, and various other medicinal drugs.

With respect to the Munjheet, which is chiefly produced in the
lower parts of the Kuchir, it would appear to be in great demand
among the Tibetians, who use it in dying their coarse cloths and
stuffs. The Nepaulians most commonly barter it for the rock salt
and borax of Tibet, which, I was assured by several intelligent per-
sons, were invariably found in the same situations, in proof of which,
it may be observed, that there is scarcely ever a bag of salt imported
_ into Nepaul in which numerous lumps of crude borax are not met
with. There are small quantities of both salt and sult-pctre made
in the eastern parts of the valley of Nepaul, but the former is not
so much esteemed by the natives as that of Tibet.

The following are the principal commodities exported from the
Company’s dominions to Nepaul, either for the consumption of that
couutry, or for the Tibet market.

Doputtahs.

Saries (worn by women).
Dhoties.

Kenkhabs.
Goolbudduns.

Bhoolamns.
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Mushroos.
Oorrnies (or veils), and various other stuffs the manufacture
of Benares.
Taffetas.
Baftas.
Cossahs.
Dooreas.
Chintz.
Mulmuts.
Broad cloth.
Shawls.
-~ Jamawar pieces of shawl.
Shawl Reejais.
Raw silk.
Gold and silver laces.
Carpets.
English cutlery of sorts.
Saffron.
Cloves.
Mace.
Nutmegs.
Guzerat cardamums, .
Black pepper.
Betle-nut.
Red sandal wood.
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White sandal wood.
Allum.

Vermilion.
Quicksilver.

Shell Lack.

Red wood.

Cotton in the pod (Kuppas).
Tin.

Zinc.

Lead.

Soap.

Camphire.

Red pepper Chilly.
Conch shells.

Oud Billa.
Tobacco.

Coral.

Ee
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With respect to the state of arts and manufactures in Nepaul,
interesting as the subject doubtlessly is, it will scarcely be ex-
pected that I should be able to say much. The Newars, who, as
I have elsewhere observed, are almost the sole artizans, appear to
be acquainted with and excrcise most of the handicralt occupations
of their Behar neighbours. Of cloths, howcver, they fabricate only

a very coarse kind, partly for home use and partly for exportation
oycd in which, is the produce cither
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of Noakote or of the Muddaise, by which last name they commonly
distinguish the Company’s territories. They work very well in
iron, copper, brass, &e. and are particularly ingenious in carpentry,
though it is remarkable that they never use a saw, dividing their
wood, of whatever size, by chissel and mallet. They export to the
southward some of their brazen utensils; and their cutlery (as
swords, daggers, &c.) is by no means contemptible. They have
latterly manufactured some fire-arms, but not successfully. They
gild exceedingly well, and among the bells they construct for the
use of their temples and other religious purposes, some are of a
considerable siz¢; one at Bhatgong in particular being five feet in
diameter. The paper which they make from the bark of the Seid-
burrooa, or Kighazi-pit, has already been noticed. They distil
spirits from rice, and other grains, and also prepare a fermented
liquor from wheat, Munooa, rice, &c. which they call Jhaur; it is
made somewhat in the manner of our malt-liquors, which it would
appear to resemble, though I fancy, ifrom the accounts I have re-
ceived of it, it is rather more intoxicating; the Newar peasants
consider it as much in the light of a necessary of life, as our hard-
labouring people do porter.

The Nepaul territories being for the most part parcelled out in
jaghires, the proportion of their produce received into the treasury
of Khatmanda is by no means considerable. It was not possible,
however, during the short stay I made in this country, to ascertain

with much exactness or minuteness the amount of the annual
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revenue realized by the government ; I have notwithstanding tole-
rable good grounds for believing that it never exceeds thirty lacks
of rupees, fluctuating at all times, between that sum, and twenty-

five lacks. It arises from the following sources :
: ‘ Lacks.
Sdir, including profits on elephants and duties on the

export trade, from ' - . 8 to 4

Mint, including imports levied on the import trade from |
Tibet. (The reason of these duties being received at the
mint, is that the returns from that country consist chleﬂy

in gold and silver bullion,) from - - Y tos
Formerly the profits on the silver coinage alone yielded
a lack of rupees annually ; but since the war with Tibet,
this branch of the revenue has been much less pro-
ductive. Should the Tibetians, conformably to ancient
custom and treaties, continue to supply themselves with
a silver currency from Nepaul, it is probable that the
mint revenue will soon be restored to the standard it

was usually at anterior to the war.

Mih, including duties on salt, profits on salt-petre (which
appears to be a monopoly), profits on copper and iron

mines, and land-tax, from . - 15 to 18

Lacks of rupees 25 to 30

p————

It is to be observed, that all the silver brought into Nepaul from
Tibet, in the way of commerce, must be carried to the mint at
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Khatmanda, no silver bullion being allowed to pass into Hindostan.
In exchange for his bullion, the merchant receives Nepaul rupees,
the government deriving a profit of twelve per cent. from the
transaction ; four per cent. being charged on account of coinage,
and eight arising from the alloy of the rupee.

With respect to gold, it has usually been a monopoly in the
hands of government, who oblige the traders from Tibet to sell it
at the mint, at the rate of eight rupées per tolah, whence the
Ticksili retails it sometimes at the advanced price of fourteen
rupees the tolah.

The copper mines of Nepaul formerly yielded an annual revenue
of from three to four lacks of rupees; but owing to the causes no-
ticed at page 176, this profit does not now exceed eighty thousand,
or,at the most, a lack, of rupees. The lead mines have not yet pro-
duced any advantage to the government, that article still continuing
to be exported from Patna to Khatmanda.'

Considering how generally the charges of the government, civil
as well as military, are defrayed by jaghires, or assignments of land,
that the personal estates both of the Rajah and Regent are numer-
ous and productive, 3nd that this court affects on no occasion
cither splendor or munificence, it is easy to conceive that the re-
ceipts of the treasury are fully adequate to the discharge of all
demands not provided for in the ordinary manner; and which
consist chiefly in the provision of fire-arms and military stores; of

broad cloth for the clothing of the regular troops; of jewels; and
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of silk and cotton stuffs, the manufacture of Benares and Bengal.
I have no notion what these several items amount to; but there
is reason to believe from the economical, not to say parsimonious
habits of the 'Regent (who, by the bye, is far from being liberal in
his pecuniary grants to the Rajah.),’ that the idea pretty generally
entertained of his having accumulated considerable treasures, s
not altogether without foundation.

Regarding the military force of this kingdom, I have very little to
add heretowhat has been clsewhere occasionally stated on the su;b.-
ject. It was a point, indeed, on which it would not have been prudent
to have appeared inquisitive, and perhaps not easy, at any rate, to
have obtained accurate information. I confess, therefore, in the first
place, my total ignorance of the number and state of their ordnance,
which, however, [ suspect to be rather contemptible in both re-
spects, although the solicitude of the Regent to augment and improve
it, has induced him once or twice to entertain some European ad-
venturers in his service, who would seem to have promised much,
but to have performed nothing. After all, Ido not see how artillery
could be advantageously employed in such a rugged country as
that in which the military operations of the Goorkhali, with the
exception of the late inroad into Tibet, have hitherto been confined,
for even in a defensive view, they would appear to be totally
useless, where nature presents almost at every .step, impregnable
positions; hence, should this government persevcre in its endea-

vours to increase its ordnance, it will be fair to conclude that it



214 MILITARY OF NEPAUL.

has not relinquished its views upon Tibet, notwithstanding the en-
gagements it has recently entered into with the Chinese court, to
which that country,before virtually, is now actually and completely
subject.

I can form no precise judgment of the amount of the irregular
militia enrolled under the Omrahs ; but considering the immense
tract of country over which these officers are distributed, the great
number of Kotes, or castles, that they occupy, and the, very recent
subjugation of the ancient p‘iobrietors of these posts, it is reasonable
to suppose that they must bé;pretty numerous. Besides matchlocks,
they are gencrally armed with bows and arrows ; and Kohras, or
hatchet swords; of the two last weapons, drawings are annexed.

The regular troops, as they may be called, for the sake of dis-
tinction, rather than on account of thcn‘ supenotr dlsmp]me, are
clothed somewhat m the - slovenly manner of:the Purgunnah
Sepoys, formerly in Lhc Company s service, with the difference that
none of the corps would appear to have any general uniform or
appropriate colour ; some ameng the company of .guards which

escorted me, appearing, for #xample, in red, some in blue, and

others in green coats.’ They are all armed with muskets, but of
those we saw, few appeared to be fit for service.
This regular force consists, at present, I understand, of from

filty to sixty companiegiof unequal strength, but containing, on

" an avcrage, not less thal#¥%0 firc-locks ; each being commanded by

a Subadar with an undeterminate number of Jemadars, and other
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inferior officers under him. The Rajah of Nepaul has at present no
corps in his service bearing the denomination of battalions. His
guards are distinguished from the other companies by little else
besides their having rather more officers, and their carrying the
- Jung-nishin, or war-standard, the ground of which is yellow, and
exhibits an embroidered figure of Hunniman.

It is certain that the Nepaul regulars (if a fair judgment can be
formed of the whole from the appearance of the guards) neither
march nor carry their arias in a style any thing superior to that of
the rabble ordinarily dignified with the title of Sepoys in the
service of the generality of the Hindostan Powers, nor would their
discipline appear to be much stricter, it being no uncommon
practice among the officers (as I learned from (wo of them who
were themselves examples of it) to throw aside their military
garb, and even to absent themselves without ceremony from their
corps, on any temporary disgust they may happen to conceive ;
Lut, with all their defects, 1 am disposed to think that they are on
the whole no bad soldiers. They are brave, suflicicntly tractable,
and capable of sustaining great hardships, as was abundantly ma-
nifested in the return of the Nepaul army from Diggerchch, or
Teshoo Loomboo, in the year 1790,* when, encumbered with the
spoils of that city, they were induced by various considerations,
though the winter was considerably advanced, to take the Khartah
and Huttea route, instead of the ordinary one by Koote, at the
latter of which passes, the commanders, it seems, were aware they

should find it impracticable to elude the examination of the officers
* See Turner’s Embassy to Tibet, p. 137.
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stationed there, in order to take an account of the booty they had
acquired. The perils to which they were exposed on this occasion
were of a kind which it would be little imagined in Europe an
Eastern army was either capable of supporting, or liable to en-
counter on the very borders, as it were, of Bengal. In short, it is ah
unquestionable fact, that in cfossing that ridge of mountains which -
stretches in a south-east direction {rom the vicinity of Koote to the
country of the Limbooas and of the Dewa Durmabh, it was with
the utmost difficulty and danger that they penetrated through the
snow, with which their track was covered to a depth that proved
fatal in several instances in the slightest false step. They were in
this dreadful situation for five or six days, during which they were
obliged to pass the night on the bare snow, after hardening it for
that purpose, as well as they could, though their labour was
sometimes scarcely over when a fresh fall would nearly bury them.
The loss of the army in this retreat, which was conducted by Da-
moodur Paurdi and Bem Shah, is said to have amounted to upwards
of 2000 nien, great numbers of whom appear to have been frozen
to death ; the remedy so common and so effectual in the northern
parts of Europe and America, in frost-bitten cases, was unfortunately
unknown to these people, who, on our mentioning it to them, lament-
ed bitterly that they bad not been acquainted with it at this period,
when many of their companions were daily obliged to be abandoned
in this wretched condition, whilc others deemed themselves happy
to escape with the loss of their fingers and toes. '

The currency of Nepaul cousists, principally, of silver pieces of
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cight annas, there are also some struck of sixteen annas; but the
circulation of this last coin, which is called a Sicca, is confined to
Nepaul proper, and is far from being common even there. The
Sicca, indeed, has been known in this country only since the time of
Purthi Nerain.

Besides the silver coins above-mentioned, they have one of so low
avalue as the two hundred and eighty-eighth part of a sicca, which
iscalled a Cheedum. It may be easily conceived, however, that the
pieces of this denomination are not in ordinary or general use, any
more than the very minute gold coins which are sometimes struck
at the mint of Khatmanda, and occasionally sent as presents by the
Rajah to foreign powers. Even the ushrupee, or gold rupee, of Ne-
paul is to be considered rather in the light of a medal than of
current coin.

The silver eight-anna piece,now called Mohr, and Addheeda, was
formerly denominated Mehnder-mulie, after the Prince who first
struck it, and by treaty established its currency in the neighbour-
ing kingdom of Tibet; this prince would appear to have been one
of the successors of Hur Sing Deo, and of the dynasty of Khatmanda,
which city is said to have exclusively enjoyed for some time the
privilege of supplying Tibet with coin, a privilege the more sin-
gular as it was from this very country that Nepaul obtained her
silver bullion. = The origin of this practice is ordinarily referred to
the superstitious reverence in which the valley of Nepaul, and more
cspecially the north-west parts of it, (highly celebrated for their

Ff
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sanctity) has been wont to be held by the spiritual sovereigns of
Tibet; but what ever may have been the cause of it, there is not a
doubt that the present Nepaul gbvernment made the departure of
the Tibetians from ancient usage in this respect the pretext for the
war which it waged about four years ago against the confederated
Lamas; as evidently appears from a memorial transmitted to me
from Nepaul on this subject, an extract of which is given in Ap-
pendix No. II.

Besides the gold and silver coins enumerated above, they
have a copper currency in Nepaul of two or three denominations,
such as Chéirdims, Dodums, &c. thirty-six of the former usually
going to the mohr, or eight-anna piece.

The Mehnder-mulie exhlblted anciently a representation of Lehas-
sa, on one sxdc, and on the reverse the name, titles, and emblems
of the reigning sovereign of Khatmanda. Since the conquest of
Nepaul by Purthi Nerain, no allusion to Lehassa has been pre:
served, the mohr bearing on one side the following inscription:

Sri Sri Sri
Run Behauder Shah
Dewi ;
Sri Sri Sri
Goorkhnith

Sri Bhowéni,
with the year of the Soka, and certain emblems -allusive to the

And on the other

Hindoo superstition, as the sun, modn, Trisool of Mahadeo, &c,
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The weight and standard of the Nepaul sicca, mohr, four-anna
piece, and gold rupee, appear severally in the following result of an
assay made at myrequest by the mint-master at Calcutta:

Weight of 5 siccas, or whole rupees, 76 annas, sicca weight, that
is, 151 annas each. | |

Weight of 5 mohrs, or addheedas, 37 annas 71 pice, Calcutta
sicca weight, that is, 7 annas 6% pice each.

Weight of 5 quarter mohrs, or 2-anna pieces, 9 annas 8 pice,
that is, 1 anna 101 pice each.

Weight of a gold rupee, or ushrupee, 15 annas.

The standard of the silver coins is 7 rupees 18 annas per cent.
worse than Calcutta sicca standard.

The standard of the gold coin is 2 per cent. worse than that of

the Calcutta mohur.
Time did not admit of my attending much to the state of learn~

ing among these people, yet the little information that it was in my
power to acquire on the subject disposes me to think that the Pun-
dits of Nepaul are not behind hand, in the branches of science
usually cultivated by their fraternity, with those of any other Hin-
doo country whatever. Astronomy, or rather its degenerate off-
spring, and ordinary companion among superstitious nations, judi-
cial astrology, appears to be their favourite study, and has so deeply,
as well as undistinguishedly, infected every rank among them, that
a stranger might be tempted to conclude that here the horoscope
and ephemeris determined in most cases the line both of civil and



. moral conduct, and that the people, in short, were universally di-
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there is no place in India where a search after ancient and valuable

w

Ry

Sanscrit manuscripts in every department of Brahminical lea‘ming'
would be more succes"s@ tlg;;: i;t%anyw ﬁpﬁ},&d Earﬁ
cularly at Bhatgong, which would seem to be the Benares of the
: Ghoorkhalx terruoncs In support of this opinion I may observe,
‘ \t“flat 1 S‘as er&-ﬁgf; uﬂbn{xfegi of a}mgle{ﬁimtg:lnm:'}' ik tﬁat city
contammg upwards of fifteen thousand volumes.
Besides the Sanscnt which would appear to be considerably
cultivated by the 'Brahmins of Nepaul, the principal vernacular |

_languages of this country are,

e Purbinil?

The Newar.

Y,Thg Dh;nw

" The Mﬁ}ggl}lr

The Kurraute.
" Be Howgo,or Hyeo.;
The Limbooa, and
\ The Bhoouar
The Ph\nd\its of Bhatgong  daté ihé intioduction of the first San-

scrit grammar into Nepaul, from the time of Unghoo Burmabh, of
thepdsherityl of t-@aﬂﬁsﬂ Dép; Haum s noqgasbcﬂ WWM t
any exactness at what period this prmce flourished.
- The Purbutti and Newar characters, as also that in use among
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the Koiths of Nepaul, are exhibited in the annexed Plate. The
character employed by the Purbutties, or mountaineers, (the re-
- strained sense of which appellation has been already explained,) is,
it will be seen, the Deonagur, from which the alphabet of the
Newars is obviously derived, diﬁ'éring materially from it only in
a few letters. The Koith character of Nepaul is almost exactly the
same that is used in various parts of Hindostan.

The Purbutti dialect is evidently a derivative from the Sanscrit,
agreeing very closely with the various idioms of Behar, Oude,
&c.; but it is by no means so clear, that the Newar is a branch of
the same stem,-though it is certain that it contains several words
of Sanscrit origin. I shall not, however, enter at present into any
philological discussion concerning the origin and antiquity of the
Newar or any of the other languages enumerated above, but con-
tent myself with presenting as copiou<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>