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PRETACE,

—_—

T can scaveely be needful to make any
apology  for offering fo the public this

vecord of one who has atiracted to himsell
so large a measure of atbention and admira.
tion.  Many, hoth in this country and in
India, have expressed, and I doubt not many
others have [elt, a desire to know more ol the
commander of ILodson’s 1Torse, and caplor of
ihe King of Delhi and his sons.

My original intention was Lo have compiled
from my brother's letters merely an account of
the part he bore in the late unhappy war, I
very soon, however, determined to extend the
work, so as to canbrace the whoele of his life in
India.

I [elt that the public would naturally in-
guire hy what previous process of {raining he
had aequived, not merely his consummate skill
in the greal game of war, but his experience
of Asiaties and marvellous influence over their
minds.
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The carlier portions of this book will serve
to answer such inquirics ; they will show the
gradual development of my brother’s character
and powers, and that those exploits which asto-
nished the world by their skill and darving, were
but the natural results of {he high ideaofl the sol-
dier’s profession whieh he proposed {o himsell]
honestly and consistently worked ont duving fen
years of training, in perhaps {he fuest sehool
that ever existed [or soldiers and administrators.
They will explain how it was that, in the midst
of a struggle [or the very existence of our
empire, he was able to call info heing and bring
into the field around Delhi an ‘invineible and
all but ubiquitous’ body of eavalry.

The deagon’s teeth which came up armed
men, had been sown by him long hefore in his
earlier carcer in the Punjiib. There, hy many
a deed of daring and activity, by many a sue-
cessful stratagemn and midnight surprise, hy
many a desperate contest, he had taught the
Sikhs fivst to dvead him as an enemy, and then
to idolize him as a leader. Already in 184¢
the Governor-General had had * frequent ocen-
‘ sions of noticing not only lhis personal gal-
‘lantry, but the activity, energy, and intelli-
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“genee with which he diseharged whatever
“duties were entrusted to him.' Even then
the name of Hodson, allhough unknown in
England, except 1o the few who watehed his
eourse with the eyes of affection, was a sound
of tervor Lo the Sikhs, and o bughear to their
children.  In t852 he cared this high praise
from one wst qualified to judge: ¢ Tientenant
“ Todson, marvellously atlaching the Guides
“1o himsell by the iies of mutual honour,
“mutual daring, and mutual devotion, has on
“ every opportunity proved that the discipline
“ ol & public kehool and subsequent University
¢ training are no disqualifieation for hazardous
“ warfare, or for the difficult task of keeping
“wild tribes in check.’

The title given to this hook will sufficiently
indieate the prineiple on which, purtienlarly in
the first part, 1 have made selections from my
brother's letters. My ohject has been to show
what a soldier’s life in Indin may be, and what
in lis ease it was; how wide and varied is the
ficld whieli it opens for the exercise ol the
highest amd noblest qualities, intellectnal and
moral, of ;ur nuture; and how magnificently he
realized and grasped the conception.
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His letters, written in all the [freedomn of
unreserved intercourse, will give a truer notion
of his ehurncter than the mest Taboured de-
seription; they exhibil the undereurrent af deep
feelings that ran through even his most play ful
moods, the yenrning alter howe uat mingled
with the dveams of ambition and the thisst for
the excitement of war, the almost wonanly
tenderness  that co-existed with  the stern
determination of the soldier. They show that
though his lot was east in cnmps, he was
not a meve soldier; though a hanger-on on thoe
outskirts of civilization amidst wild trilws, he
had & keen appreciation of the relinement and
elegancies of civilized life; 1hal Chough in
Indin, he remembered that he was an English-
man ; that though living amengst the heatlen,
ho did not forgel thal he was a Chiristion,

I have not attempled bo weile o biography,
but have allowed my Drother fo speak for
himself, merely supplying such comecling
links as seemned absolulely necossary.

Indeed, I could do no olherwise; for un-
happily, during the twelve years of his soldier’s
life—those years in  which Tis  characler
received its mature development—T huew him
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only by lis letters, or by the repurts of vthers:
when  we parted on board the ship thab
_earried im from England, in 1845, we parted
to meel w0 more in this world. My recollec-
Lionw of him, vivid a8 they are, are not of the
leader of men in ecouncil and the baitle-feld,
Il of the bright and joyous boy, the life of
the home eivele, {he {ender and  affectionate
s, he loving hrother, the valued [riend, the
pupnlar companion.,

O what he beemme afterwards my readers
will Tave the suome means of judgingas mysell,
e seems o me to have been one of whom
not ouly his family, but his country may well
be  prowd—a worthy representative of ihe
Fnglish name and nalion amengst the tribes
of Indin, . impersonation of munly straight-
forwardness, and unhesitating during, and irre-
sistible power,

1 cunnot doubt bub that the verdiet of his
countrymen will confirm my judgment.

Many too, I believe, will agree with me in
{hinking that these pages prove {hut the
poetry e romanee of war are not yeb extinet,
thit even the Bnfield rifle bas vot reduced all
men to a dead level, but that there is still a
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place to Dbe found for individual prowess, for
the lion-heart, and {he eagle eye, and the
iron will. One seems transported hack from
the prosuie ninefeenth century {o the ages of
romance wud chivalry, and to ealel a glimpse,
now of a Paladin of old, now of o knighily
Liero sans pear of sans reproche; now of o
norihern chieflain, “viding ou horder foray,’
now of a eaplain of frec-lanees; yol all dis-
solving into a Christian soldier of our own
day.

Most striking of all, it has appeaved to me,
is the resemblance to the romantic eureer of
that hero of the Spanish ballads, who, by lis
many deeds of heroie daring, gained for him-
self {he distinguished title of * Il de las
Hazanas,'—* Ile of the exploits.”  Those who
are acguainted with the ehwonieles of the Con-
quest of Granada, will almost faney in reading
these pages that they ave hearing again {he
story of Fernando I'erez del Pulgar; how at
one time by a bold dash he rode with a hand-
ful of followers aeross a country swurming with
the enemy, and managed to foree his way into
o beleaguered fortress; how at another he
galloped alone up the streets of Granada, then
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in possession of the enemy, to the gates of the
principal mosque, and nailed a papor to the
door with his dagger ; how again he turned the
tide of battle Dy the mere charm of his eagle
eye and thrilling voice, iuspiring the moxt
1imid with a courage equal to lis own; how
he made the enemy lay down their arms at his
word ol command ; how the Moorish mothers
frightened {heir children with the sound of
his name; low he was not only the hair
brained adventurer, delighting in peril and
thirsting for the excitement of the fight, but
also the courteous gentleman, the accomplished
scholar; as profound and sagacious in the
council as he was reckless in the field, and
frequently selected by the wily Ferdinand to
conduct affuirs requiring the greatest prudence
and judgment.*

It may be, however, that affection has
biassed my judgment, and that I shall be
thought to have formed an exaggerated
estimate ol the grandeur and nobleness of the
subject of this memoir. Even if this be so,
I shall not tuke much to heart the charge

* Spe Wushington Irving, o
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of having loved such a brother too well, and I
ghall console myself with the thought that I
have endeavoured to do something to perpe-
tuate his mewmory.

I, however, any young soldier e in-
duced, by reading these pages, 1o {ake n
higher view of his profession, to think of ii, as
one of the noblest lields in which he enn serve
his God and his country, and enler on it in
a spirit of self-sacrifice, with “duly’ ax his
guiding principle, and a determination never
to forget that he is a Clristian soldier and an
Englishman, I shall be abundantly rewarded ;
my main object will be attained.

Coonrmans Deave,
LDecomber, 1858,
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SOLDIER'S LIFE IN INDIA.
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PART 1,

CHAPTER 1L

FARLY LIFE—LUGBY.,—CAMBRINGE.—GUENLNSEY,

Winniam Stepney Raikes Hobpsow, third son
of Rev. George Hodson, afterwards Archdeacon
of Btaflord and Canon of Lichfield, was born
at Maisemore Court, near Gloucester, on 19th
March, 1831,

As a boy, his affectionate dmpcrsitmn and
bright and joyous character endeared him
greatly to his family, and made him a general
favourite with all around him, old and young,
rich and poor. That which characterized him
most was his quickness of observation and his
interest in everything going on about him.
By living with his eyes and ears opem, and
nover suffering anything to eseape his nofice,
he acquired a stock of practical knowledge
which he turned to good account in his after-

life, "With the exception of a short time spent
B
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with a private tutor, the Rev. . ITarland, he
wag edueated at home #ill he went to Rughy,
in his fifteenth year. ITome life, however,
had not prevented him from growing up an ae-
live, high-spirited hoy, full of fift and energy.

1lis feats of aclivity at Rughy stll live in
the remembrance of his eolemporarivs and (he
traditions of the school,  The Wllowing is an
extract from o paper in the Duek of Ruyly
School, published in 1856 :—

Who does nol remember the [air-haired, light-
complexioned active man whose running feats, whelher
in the open fields or on the gravel walks of the Close,
crealed such marvel among his colemporaries, Ile
has earried his hare and hounds into his country's
service, and o8 commandant of the gallaul corps of
Guides, has displayed an activity and courage on the
wild frontier of the Punjab, the mutural development
ol his early prowess at Crick and Urownsover,

A very similar nolice appeared in o periodieal
during the reeent eampuign :—

The Rugheans have had their Crick run,  Six
miles over heavy country, there mul back, to the
school gates by the road, is o mean distunee o be
done in one hour twenty-nine minutes,

There was o day when the gollant leader of
Llodson’s Ilorse always led in this run,  We think we
see ‘larky Prilchard,’ as lie was familiarly designated,
in his blue cloth jacket, white trousers, his well-
kenown belt, and his ¢ golden hair,’ going in front with
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his niee easy stride (for he never had any very preat
pace, thowgh he could last for ever), and gobling back
eoolly il comlbortably to  Bony' when the rear
hounds were toiling & mile belind,  There never was
Auch o loy Lo run over, aller second lesson, {0 Dunas
churele {o soe (he North Warwickshire, or lo give
himsell o pipe-opener’ {o Lubterworth and back
Letween eallivgs over, 1l the doetor vowed he would
injure his luvarl.  ITow true it is that men who have
distinguished themselves most in sehool sports come
oul the best ab last,

Tt was not, however, only in active sports
{hat he showed ability.  As head of a house,
during the later portion of lhis Rughy life,
he gave cqual indications of ‘administrative
eapacily.’

His tutor (the present Bishop of Calcutta),
apeaking of his having been transferred to his
house, in which there were then no prepostors,
*Leeause, from his energetic character and
nutural ability, he seemed to Dr. Arnold likely
to give mo efficient help,” continues:—* He
gave abundant proof that Arnold’s choice had
been a wise one. Though he immediately
re-cstablished the shattered prestige of proe-
positorial power, he contrived to make himself
very popular with various classes of boys. The
younger oues found in him an efficient pro-
tector against bullying. Those of a more
literary turn found in him an agreeable and

n2
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intelligent companion, and were fond of being
admitled to sit in hig study and talk on matters
of intellectual interest. The demoerats had
got their master, and submitted with a goad
grace to power which they conld nol resis,
and which was judiviously and moderately
exercised.  The ségime was wise, firm, and
kind, and the house was lappy and pros-
perous.

¢Trom all that I knew of him, both at
Rughby and afterwards, I was not surprised at
the courage and coolness which the Zimes
compared ‘to the spirit of a Paladin of old.’
I cannot say how much I regret that I shall
not be weleomed in Tndia by the first head of
my dear old house at Rughy.’

From Rugby my brother went, in October,
1840, to Trinity College, Caumbridge. 1lere,
as might have been expeeted [ron his previous
habits, he took an active interest in bonting
and other athletic wmusements, while at the
game {ime he by no means negleeled the more
serious and intellectual pursuils of the Uni-
versily. Tlo had a very considerable acquanin-
tance with, and taste for, hoth classical and
general literature, bul a conslitutional ten-
dency to headache very much stood in the
way of any close application to books; and,
afler he had taken his degree in 1844, was
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one strong reason [or his deciding on an active
rather than a studious life.  The Indian army
seemed 1o offer the best opening, but while
waiting for o cadetship, in order to prevent
superannuation he obtained a commission in
the Ctuernsey Militia through the kinduess of
Lord de Spumarez, and {here commenecd his
wilitary life. From the fivst he felt thal the
prolession of a soldier was one thal required
to be studied, and took every opportunity of
mastering its principles.

On his leaving Guernsey to enter the Hon.
Tast Tndia Company’s service, Major-General
W. Napier, Licutenant-Governor, bore this tes-
{imony to his character :—* I think he will be
an acquisition to any service. His education,
his ability, his zeal to wake himself acquainted
with military natters, gave me the greatest
satisfuction during his service with the militia.’
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ARMIVAL IN INDIA~—CAMPAIGN ON THE SUTLM,
1845460,

" Drother landed at Culeutfa on the 13th

of September, 1845, and with as liltle
delay as possible proceeded up the country to
Agra, where he found a hearly weleome
beneath the hospitable roof of the ITou. James
Thomason, Licutenant-Governor of the North-
West Provinces, an old family friend and con-
nexion, who from that time 1o his dealh
treated him with as much aflection, and took
as deep an interest in his carcer, as il he had
been his own son. »

e was appointed to do duty with the
and CGivenadiers, then forming a part of the
Governor-Gleneral’s eseort, an aceordingly loft
Agra on November and. In the [ollowing
letter he deseribes his fivst impressions of
camp life in an Indian army.

After mentioning a delay caused by an
attack of fever and dysentery on his way to
the camp, he proceeds :—

I was able, however, to join the Gronadiers at
four o'clock on the morning of the 7th, aud share
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their dusly mareh of ten miles to the village near
which the Governor-General's camp was pitched.
Sinee thal day wo have heen denizens of a canvas
cily of o ryeally nstonishing extent, secing that it is
the erealion of o fow hours, and shifts, with its
enorinons population, some ten or fifteon miles o day.
I wonder wore overy day nt the ease aud magnitude
of the nreangements, and the varied and interesting
pictures continually beforo onr eyes.  Soon aller four
A, i bugele gounds the reveidd, and the whole mass
14 awtir ol omee,  The smolee of the evening fives has
by this tiine Wlown away, and everything stands out
clenr udd delived in the bright moonlight. The
Sepoyw, too, bring the straw from their tents, and
muke fives o warm their Llack fuces on all sides, and
the groups of swarlhy redeonts slooping over the
blaze, with a white background of eanvas, and the
vk elewr sky behind all, produce a most picturesque
efleet ns one turns oul inlo the cold, Then the
multitwles of eamels, horses, and clephants, in all
imaginuble grotips and positions—the groans and
eriew ol the former as they stoop and kneel for their
Trdens, the neighing of hundreds of horses mingling
with the shouts of the innumerable scrvents and
their mastors’ calls, the bleating of sheep and gonts,
and louder than all, the shrill sereams of the Flindeo
women, alinost bewilder one’s senses as one {reads
one's way through the canvas streels and squares to the
place where the regiment assembles ontside the camp,
A seeondl bugle sounds “the assembly.” There is a
blaze of torches from the Governor’s tents; his palan-
quin carringe, drawn by four mules, and escorted by
jingling troopers, trots to the front, The artillery
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thunder forth the morning gun, as a signal that the
great man is gone— the guns rattle by—the cavalry
push on after them—and then at length our hand
strilees up. * Forward’ is the word, and the red (and
Mack) column moves along, by this time ns com-
pletely obseured by the dense clonds of dust as though
they were in Tondon duving a Novewber fige,  We
are nob expeeted to vemain with our men, but mount
al onee, and ride in a cluster hefove the band, or vide
on a quarter of n mile or so, in Lwos mul threes, com-
plaining of the laziness of the greal man’s people,
and of the dust and cold, as if we were the most
ill-used of her Majesty’s suljeets. As soon ns we're
oll the ground, and the road pretty clear, I dismount,
and walk the first eight miles or so, this Leing the
time to recover oue’s powers of locomotion.  The cold
is really very great, especinlly in the howr Lelure
ganrise—pgenerally about one and a hall’ or bwvo hours
alter we starl, Tt soun gels warm enough to meke
one glud to ride nguin, and by the time the mareh is
over, and the while eily is in sight, the heat s very
great, though now diminishing daily, 1t ix a sudden
changre of temperature, bruly—Ffrom near reezing ab
slarling, to go® or 100° ut arriving ; and it s Uhis, I
think, which makes ns feel Che heat so el in this
climate. In the daylime we get on very well; tho
Leat seldom exeeeding 84% and often not. more than
84° and 82" in tents, I souuds hot, ul n house or
tent ab 84" is tolerably endurable, especinlly i thero
is o breeze. My tent is twelve feel syuare inside,
and conlains a low pallet bed, a {able, chair, two
camel trunks, and a brass basin for washing. I will
get a skeleh of the camp to send you,
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Nov, 1848, —This nomad life is agreealle in many
respects, and very healthy, and one sees a grent deal
of the conutry, but it destroys time rather, as the
mareh is nol over gencrally till half-past nine or ten,
and then breakfst, a most cagerly desived com-
position, and dressing afterwards, do not leave much
of the day before the cool evening comes for exercise,
o sight-seeing nnd dining, and by nine most of us
nro in bed, or neav it.

Dee, 2. —Umbiln.—~We had a short march of six
miles into Umbilla this moruing, and I got leave from
our colonel to ride on and see the troops assemble to
grect the Governor-Cienernl. I never saw go splendid
n sighl: r2,000 of the inest troops were drawn np in
oue ling, nnd ns I eode slowly along the whole {ront,
I had an excellent opportunity of examining the
varied materials of an Indian army. First were the
Tinglish Florse Arlillery; then the doshing dragoons
of the grd Queen’s, most splendidly mounted and
appointed ; then came the stern, determined-looking
British footinen, side by side with their tall and
swarlhy Drethren from the Ganges and Jumna—
the Ilindoo, the Mussulman, and the white man, all
obeying the same word, and acknowledging the snme
common tie; next to these a large brigade of guns,
with a mixture of all colours and ereeds; then more
regiments of foot, the whole closed up by the regi-
ments of native cavalry: the quiet-looking and English-
dressed Tlindoo Lrovpers strangely contrasted with
the wild Ircegulars in all the funciful wnuniformity of
their native costume: yet these last arve the men 7
fancy for service. Altogether, it was a most inte-
resting sight, either to the historian or soldicr, cspe-
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cially as one remembhiered that {hese were no men of
purade, but assembled here to be poured aeroms the
Sutlej at o word.

The “pomp and civeumstanee’ ol war were
soon 1o be exchanged for its stern realitivs, as
will Le seen in the following letter lo his
futher, dated Christmay Day, 18,45 -

Clase, BUenraNTani

I take the firsl day of resl we have had Lo write
a few hurried lines to relieve you from any anxiely
you may have felt at not hearing from me hy the
last mails, or from newspaper aceonuts, which will, T
fear, veach you before this lelter ean, T um mosl
ibankful {o he able to sit down onee wore {o wrile to
you all but unharmed. Sinee T wrote, T have heen
in four general engagewents of the mest formidulide
kind ever known in Indin.  For the fivst {ime we
had to contend with a brave and uneonquensd people,
diseiplined, and led on like our own {roops hy
Buropenn skill ; and the result, though suceesslul to
our arms, has heen [oarfol indeed a8 To coenangee, Yo
will see necounts in the papers giving delails morn
nceorate Lhan I ean possibly furnish, both of our
wonderfully rapid and fatiguing maeehes, and of the
obstinate und bloody rvesistuuee we wet with, UOn
the 1oth of this month, on our usnal quicl mareh 1o
Sirhind with the Governor-Genernl's enmp, we were
sarprised by being joined hy an additional reginment,
and by an ovder for all non-soldiers to return Lo
Umbfla. From that day we have had the fatigues
and excrtions of actunl warfure in their broadest
forms—marching day and night wnprecedented dis.
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lances, seareily of sleep and food, and all the varietics
of cold nnd heat. T enjoyed all, and entered inlo it
with great zest, {ill we eame {0 actunl Llows, or
rather, 1 mn (woar) halfl ashamed Lo suy, Lill the blows
were over, and I eaw the horrible secnes which
ensie o war, 1 hove had quite enongh of such
gighta now, and hope it may nol e my lot Lo e
exposed {o them sgain, Our loss has been most
eevere, especially in offfeers. Our Sepoys eould
not. he grot {o fuce the tremendous five of the Sikh
arlillery, and as usual, the more they quailed, the
mora the Eoglish oflicers exposed themsclves in vain
ellorts {0 bring them on,  The greatest destenetion
was, however, among the Governor-General’s staff—
emly {wo (his own son and Colonel Benson) escaped
death or severe wounds, They seemed marked for
destenetion, and certainly med it most, gallantly, On
the r5th we joined the Commander-in-Chief, with his
troops fromn Umldla, were put off escorl duty, and
joined Genernl Gilbert's division. On the 14th we
had & march of thirty miles (in the daytime, too),
with seanty food; on the 18th, aflor a fasting march
of Lwenty-five miles, we were sammoned, at hall-past
four in the afternoon, Lo baitle, which lusted till long
alter dark. Almost the first shot which grected our
regiment killed ithe man standing by my side, and
instanlly afterwards I was slaggered by o ball from a
frightened Sepoy behind me grazing my check and
blackening my laco with the powder—so close was il
to my head ! We were within twenty, and af times
{en, yards of threo guns blazing grape into us, and
worre than all, the Lushes with which the whole
ground was covered were filled with marksmen who,
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unseen by us, could pick us ofl at pleasure, No effirls
conld bring the Sepoys forward, or half the luss might
have Dbeen spared, bad they rushed on with the
bayonct. We had three officers wounded oul of our
small parly, and lest many of the men. We wero
bivouncked on the cold ground thult uight, amd
remuined under arms the wlole of he Tollowing day.
Just ns we were going inlo aetion, 1 stumbled upon
poor Carey, whom you may remember to have heard
of ot Price’s, ab Roghy,  Ou going over the fivld on
the zoth, I found the body netoally ent to pioces hy
the keen swords of the Sikhs, and bub lor his elolhes
could not have recognised him. T had him curvied
into camp for Lurial, poor fellow, extremely shoclked
ab the sudden terminalion of our renewed seguuin.
tance. On Sunday, the 2186, we marched hefore duy-
Lreak in foree to attuck the cnemy, who had enlreneliod
themselves behind their formidable artillery,  The
action began in the aflernoon, lasted the whole
night, and wns remowed with daybrenk, They
returned again to the charge as often ax we guined
any advauloge, and it was evening before they wero
finally disposed of by n clharge of our deagoons, and
our ammunition was exhansfod l—so near are we in our
most triumphant successes to n destenelion as eom-
plete! The results are, I suppose, in a political point
of view, immense indeed.  Wo took from them nearly
one handred large guns, and rouled their vast army,
prepared, had they sueeceded in Leating vs, Lo overrun
Hindoostan ; and it must be owned they had neurly
succceded | It will scarcely be believed, but thoy had
actually purchased and preparved supplies as far into
the interior of our country ns Delhi, and unknown to
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onr authorilics ; and the whole of Northern India was,
ns usual, ready fo rise upon us at an hour’s notice,
On the evening of the 218, as we rushed towards the
gung, in the most dense dust aud snoke, and nnder
an unprecedented five of grape, our Sepoys again gave
wiy mnd broke, T4 was o lewdul erisis, Lot {he
bravery ol the Mnglish rogiments saved us, The
Culonel (Ilmnilton), the grealer part of my brother
oflicors, and mysclf, were lefl with the colours and
about {hirly men immediately in [rout of the bat-
teries | Our escape was most providential, and is, I
trust, thankfully acknowledged Ly us. A Dball (from
a shell, I fancy) struck my leg below the knee, bui
happily spared the bone, and only inflicted o flesh
wound, I was also knocked down fwice—ones by a
shell bursting so close to me as to kill the men behind
me, and. ouce by the explosion of a magazine or mine.
I am most thankful indecd for my escape from death
or maiming. The wound in my leg s nothing, as
you may judge when T tell you that I was on foot or
lorseback the whole of the two fullowing days, Last
night we moved on here about five miles from the
seene of action, and got some [oud, and into our beds,
after fonr days and nights on the ground, allernately
tried with heat and cold (now most severe at vight),
and nothing Lut an occuvional mouthful of black
ndtive bread. I ihink, during ihe four days, all I
had to eal would not compose half a home break{nst-
loal, and for a day and night we had not even water ;
when we did gel water, after driving the enemy from
{heir camp, 1t was fonnd to have been spoiled with
gunpowder ! Tt was like eating Leamington water,
Dut our thitsl was too great to stick at trifles,
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Dee. 26/h.—\We are resting here comforlably again
in our ienls, and bad a lurkey for our Chrislmaos
dinner Inst night. The rest is most grateful. We
had only nine hours in led out of five nights, amd
then the next four were on the ground,  So you see
1 have eome in for 1he realities of o soldier's lile
pretly early in my eaveer ; wnd sinee I am spaved, it
is donbtless o great (hing lor me in eovery way,
There never has Leen anything like it in Dadin, nnd
it 18 not oflen Ahad an aelion  eagiedere hous osted
{hirty-six hours, as ours did, Tt is enlled o succession
of three engagements, bub the firing never ceused fip
a quarler of an hour. Infuntvy altacking puns was
the order of the day, and the loss ccensioned By such
a desperate resort was fearful, ITow dilforent your
Cliristmas weelk will have been from mine! This
time last year I was quiclly slaying ol Bisham, and
now sleeping on the lunks of the Sulle), with o sen
of tents around me fur miles and milew!  The lust
fuw days seem a your, and I enn seareely believe {hat
I have only hieen four months in Indis, and only two
with my regiment.

To the How. Jawes Tuomason, Liewlenani-ivrernar nf
Nortde-West Provinees,

Caxur, Tioorawartarr, Juwwery 220, 1846,
There is very much in the stule of things in this
army both diseonraging and deeply disappointing 1o
one who like mysell comes into the serviee with a
strong predilection for the profession, and a wish o
enter into its duties thoroughly and ewrnestly, 1 do
not like to euter into purticulars, for I hold it very
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umnilitavy, especiully in so young a suldier, to allempt
to erilicise 4he acls and motives of one’s superior,
bul T wuy in privale again express my extrome dis-
appointment. at the state in which the Sepoys arve at
present, und nf far as T ean judge from what is said
in vonversution, there nre but few oficers in Lthe army
who do not deplore i, In diseipline ond subordi.
nufion they seem to be Inmentubly deficient, espe-
einlly towands the native commissioned and non-com-
missioned oflicers,  On the mareh, T have found these
Inst give me more trouble than the men oven, My
brother oflicers sy that I see an unfavonrable
gpecimen in the 2nd, as regards diseipline, owing 1o
their [frequent serviee of late, and the number of
veernils ;. bud T fear the evil is very wide-spread, Tt
may uo doubl be {raced mainly o the want of
LTuropean officers.  This, however, is an evil not likely
to be vemoved on any large seale.  Meanlime, unless
sume vigorons and radieal improvements take place,
I think our pesition will be very uneertain and even
alarmiug in the event of extonded hostilitics, You
must really forgive my speaking so plainly, and
writing my own opinions so freely. You encournged
me o do so whon I was al Agra, if you remember,
and I value the privilego too highly as connected
with the grealor one of receiving adviee nnd counsel
from you, not to exercise it, even al the risk of your
thinking me presumptnons and hasty in my opinions.
I imagine (in my own defence, be it said) that three
months of marvehing and of serviee give you more
insight into the real clliciency or evils of an army,
than o mueh longer time spent in cantouments, It
is, of course, a decply interesting subject to me, and
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one of deep and anxious reflection. I think the
period of ¢ doing duty’ which I shall have passed
ere joining my fulure regiment, of the greatest
consequence and benefit, as enabling me to form a
judgment, Lo the best of my abilities, of {he course to
be steered in the diffieult voyage, I seemis Lo me
that the great problem o De solved is how “fo oo
your owen breainess,’ b the same time (hat © gun gludy
to be quiet) te, how unostentationsly {o do your
appointed duly thoroughly, withoul being delerred
by the fear of Leing thought over-zenlous or osten-
{ations.

At alater period, when it was proposed to
erect & monument in Lichficld Cathedral o
the foth Queen's, ho wrote with reference to
their conduct in this action :—

It is, yon know, a Staffordshire regiment, having
been raiseld originally by the Marquis of Anglesey,
and has still o great number of Stallirdshive men in
its ranks. 1t is a rplendid corps, well-behaved in
cinlonments, and fizst-rale in netion, 1 luy belween
them ond my present regiment (ust B, B, FMusiliors)
on the night of the 218t of Decvwnber, of. Foroneshal,
when Lord Ilardinge ealled out ¢ 8olhi ! thal gun
must be silenced.”  They jumped wup, formed into
ling, and advanced through the black durkness silently
and firmly: gradunlly we lost the sound of their trend,
and anxiously listened for the slighlest inbimation of
their progress—all was still for five minutes, while
they gradually gained the [ront of ihe buttery whose
fire had eauscd us go mueh loss, Suddenly we heard
a dropping fire—a blaze of the Sikh eannon followed,
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then a thrilling cheer from the 8oth, accompanied by
a rablling and murderous volluy as they sprang upon
the battery and spiked the monster gun. Ina few
more minutes they moved boek quietly, and lay down
na before in the cold sand; Tut they had left forty-five
ol their number and two enpiains temark the seone of
their exploit by their graves.

Cuaare, Amay or e BuTLes,
Feb, 120l 1846,

The foriune of war has again interfered between
me aud my good intentions of unswering all my cor-
respondence by this mail. We have been kuocked
about for some days so ineessanily that there has been
no chanee of writing anyihing; and even this seeawl,
I fear, will hardly vench yon. You will hear publicly
of our greal victory of the 1oth,* and of the total and
final routo of the Sikh force. Bub fivsl, T must tell
you that the and Grenadiers were sent back about
a week ago lo the villages and posts in our rear, to
keep open the communication. Not liking the notion
of returning lo the rear while an enemy was in front,
I applied immediately to do duty with another regi-
ment; my petition was granted ; and I joined the
16th Grenadiers on the evening of the gth inst.
About three in the morning we advanced towards the
Sikh intrenchments along the river’s bank. Our guns
and ammunition had all come up a day or two before,
and during the night were placed in position to shell
their camp. At daybreak, seventcen heavy mortars
and howitzers, rockels, and heavy guns, commenced a

* At Sobroon.
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magnificent fire on their position; at hall-past cight
the infantry advanced—Sir R. Dick's division on the
right, and ours (Gilbert's) in front—cuvered ly our
fire from the batteries. On we went as usunl in (he
tecth of o dreudful fire of guns aml wurketry, and
alter a desperate etenggle we gol within their fripde
and guadrnpde intrenclonents; ad then theie duy ol
reckoning enme indeed.  Deiven from treneh o treneh,
and surrounded on all sides, they velived, fghting
most liravely, Lo the river, into which they were driven
pell-mell, a tremendous fire of muskelry pouring on
them from our Lank, and the ITorre Actillery finishing
their deslruction with grape. The river is lilerally
choked with corpses, and their eamp full of dead awd
dying. An intereepted letter of theirs shows (hat
they have losl 20,000 in killed, wounded, and missing;
all their guns remaining in onr hands. 1 hud Lhe
plensure myself of spiking (wo guns which were {urned
on ug. Once more I have eseaped, I mn thaukful 1o
say, unhurt, exeept that a bullel took a finey to my
little finger and eut the skin off the top of l—a mero
pin serateh, though il spoiled a Luekskin glove, 1
am perfectly well: we cross in a day or two, bul I
faney have done with fighting.

Ao his Sister,
Lawone, Feb, 29k, 1846,

In honour of your birlhday, I suppose, we erossed
the Sutlg) on the 17th, and are naw eneamped elose
to old Runject Singh’s capital without a shot having
been fired on this side the river! The war is over—
sixty days have seen the overthrow of the Sikh army,
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which, when {hat period eommenced, marched from
the spot on which the viclors are now enecamped,
with no fower than 100,000 fighling men, now

A Droleen and o ronted Lost,
Theiv slandards gone, Mieir Teaders lost.,

So ends the talo of the mightiest aemy, and Uie bost
organized, which Tadia his scen,

1 hope you will lintve gol a serap I wrote allor the
fight ol Sebraon in hopes il would reach you belore
the newspapers, ns I have no doubt you were all
anxious enough on my aceount, and indeed you well
might be, for [ ean hardly imagine (humanly speaking)
how it was possible to go through thal storm of
Imllet« ond shol unhurt. T have indeed much to be
thankful for, and I hope T shall not forget the lesson,
A eampaign i a wonderful dispeller of false notions
and young imaginations, and scems too stern o hint
tu be soon forpolien.

About this time Mr. Thomason says, in a
lettor to my father :—

¢ T hear of William constantly from friends
“in camp, and am glad {o find that he is a
¢ great favourite in his regiment. I had some
* little fear that his great superiority in age and
¢ gttainments to those of his own standing in
¢ the army might make him the object of envy
¢ and disparagement. I felt that he had no
¢ casy task before him, and that it would be
¢ difficult to conduct himself with discretion
¢ and becoming humility in such a position.

C 2
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¢ He was quite aware of the dificulty when we

* talked the matter over at Agra, and 1 am
“much pleased to see the success which has

¢ attended his prudent exertions.

Lanons, Mareh 40, 1840,

The army breaks up now very soom, Lut I shall
be posted before that. I am trying to get into the
1st Buropean regiment, now stationed ot Umbdla,
who have just been styled Fuosiliers for their distin-
guished service. It is the finest regiment in Indin,
with white faces, too, and a very nice set of olficers.
I have been brigaded with them all along.

It seems an age since the campaign opened. One
day of fighting such as we bave had fastens itself on
the memory more than a year of peaceful life, Wo
mugt really have a nataral taste for fighting .highly
developed, for I cateh myself wishing and © asking
for more,” and grumbling at the speedy settlement of
things, and the prospect of cantonments instead of
field service. Is it not marvellous, as if' one had not
had a surfeit of killing? But the truth is, faf is
not the motive, but a sort of undefined ambition,
« + » » I remember bursting into tears in sheer rage
in the midst of the fight at Sobraon at seeing our
goldiers lying killed and wounded. Don’t let any of
my friends forget me yet. I have found a new one,
I think, in Major Lawrence,* the new President at
this Court, thanks to the wnwearying kindness of
Mr. Thomason.

* Bir H. Lawrence, E.O.B.
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In a letter of the same date to Hon. J.
Thomason the following sentence occurs :—

I must thank you very much for making me
~ known te Major Lawrence, from whom I have re-
ceived every sort of attention and kindness, Ihave
been very much struck with his superiority, and
freedom from diplomatic sclemnity and mystery,
which is rather affected by the politicals and officials.

Caxr, Nugour GuEAT, ox THE BUTLEJ,
Murch 2yth, 1846,

The last returning regiment of the wrmy of the
Sutlej crossed that river yesterday morning, and by
to-morrow every man will hove left its bauks, on their
way to their stations. It was o most interesting and
picturesque sight to see the army filing across the
splendid bridge of boats coustructed by our engineers
at this place, So many of the native corps have been
required for the new provinee and for the Lmhore
garrison, that we had hardly any but Europcauns
homoward-bound, which gave an addifional nnd home
interest to the paesage of the river. Dusty, travel-
stained, and tired, but with that cool, firm air of
determination which is the most marked characteristic
of English soldiers, regiment after regiment passed
on, cavalry, artillery, and infantry in sueceession, their
bands playing quick steps and national tunes, as each
stepped npon the bridge. To gou the sight would
have been only interesting; Lub to those of us who
had seen the game corps three monthe ago, their
reduced numbers and fearfully thinned ranks told a
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sadder tale. Regiments cut down to a third, indi-
vidual eompanies to a fourth or fifth of their former
strength, gave a silent but eloguent reply to the
boastful strains of martial music, and to the stirring
influence of the pageant. - As each regiment moved
up on this side the river, our fine old chiel addressed
a few words of congratulation and praise to each;
they pushed on to their tents, and a genuine English
cheer, canght up and repeated from corps to corps,
and a thundering salute from the artillery, proclaimed
the final dispersion, and bid an appropriate favewell
to the army of the Sutlej,

Thuos ends my first campaign! To-morrow 1
march with the 26th Native Infantry to Umblla,
where I hope to be translerred to the 1st Buropeans,
I was posted to the 26th a few days ago, bub have
not joined yet, as I applied at once for an exchange.
Marching and living in tents is becoming unplea-
santly hot now, and in another fortnight will be very
bad. Yesterday we had a regular storm of wind and
dust, filling everything with sand, and darkening
the air most effectually; one’s mouth, eyes, ears,
and pockets gebt filled with dust; you sit down to
breakfast, and your plate is ready loaded with sand,
your coffee is oxcellently thickened, and your millk
would pass for clotted crenm—DUbut for the colour,
Then you get a sheet of poper, and vainly imagine
you're writing, but the sand conceals the last word
you write erc the ink can dry, and your pens split of
themselves wilh the drymess of the air. In truth, it
is mext to impossible to do anything while the storm
lnsts, for one’s eyes smart and ery with the plenitudo
of grit; and if you talk, you are set coughing with
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eating small stones!| Yet all this is far better than
the damp-exhaling heat of Bengal, Here the ground
and air are as dry by night as by day, and no exhala-
tion poisons the freshness of any wind that may be
stirring.
Ussira, April 13th, 1846,

Here I am once more. Iam writing in a com-
fortable house, and actually slept in one last night—
the first time I have eaton or slept under a voof since
the grd of November ; and on the 1oth I saw a lady
again |

I find General Napier has written to his brother
about me. Beindh has been given over to the Bombay
army, so that Sir Charles can't do anything for me,
but still the kindness is all thesame, Unfortunately,
the note renched me three days alter Sir Charles lelt
the army to return to Seindh, or I might have had
the pleasure of seeing him and speaking to him,

Care, Moranasap, RorILocusn,
April agth, 1846.

It is time indeed to be getting under cover, for we
have been in the thick of the “hot winds.” This
sounds a very mild word, but you should only just try
it! Do you remember ever holding your face over a
stove when it was full of fire ? and the rush of Lot air
which choked you? Well, something of that sort,
of vast volume and momentum, blowing what they
call at sea “hnlf a gale of wind,' comes quictly up, at
first behind a wall of dust, and then with a roar
‘bursts upon you, scorching you, and shrivelling you



24 CAMP LIPE.

up as il you were ‘a rose that was plucked.” Tt fecls
as if an invisible, colourless flane was playing over
your face and limbs, scorching withoul burning you,
and making your skin and hair crackle and stiflen
until you are covered with ¢ ernckling’ like n hot roast
pig. This goes on day after day, from about eight
or nine o’clock in the morning till sunset ; and, accom-
panied with the full power of the Llazing sun of
India, produces an amount of heal and dryness almost
inconceivable, The ounly resource is to get behind a
tattee (or web grass mat) hung up at one of the doors
of the tent, and to lie on the ground wilh as little
motion as possible, and endeavour to sleep or read it
onb., Nune veleram didris, nune somwo cf ineriibus
horis—I cannot go on, for the ¢ sweet forgetfulness’
of the past is too mmch to expect! To-day we have
a new nuisance in the shape of a plague of wood-lice ;
our camp ig pifched in an old grove of mango-trees,
and is literally ewarming with hnge pale lice, in
numbers numberless.  You cannot make o step with-
out slaying them, and they have already (noom)
covered the whole sides of the tents, chairs, beds,
tables, and everything. But one is really getting
used to everything, and I hardly expect to Le proud
again. Our rest hag been torribly destroyed by this
last month’s marching, the nsual hour for the réveilld
being two A, and this morning a quarter {o one ! !
and no power of quizzing can move our worthy major
to let us tuke it easily, though I don’t scrople to tell
him that he has sold hie shadow or his soul to the
evil powers, and forfeited the power of sleep, he is
such a vestless animal! We breakfast at seven, or
even aquarler past six, constantly, and dine at seven
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PM.; g0 one has a fuir opportunity of practising
abstinenee, as I rigidly abstain from eating in the
meantime, or drinking. After all, it is very healthy
weather, and I imagine there is less harm done to the
health in the hot winds than even in the cold weather,
I have never been so well in India,

Nywee Tar, May 14th, 1846,

I am writing from the last new Hill Station, dis-
covered about three years ago by an adventurous
traveller, and row containing forty hounses and
a bazaar. It is a “tal’ or loke, of about a mile in
length, lying in a baosin of the mountains, about
izoo feet above the sea; the hills rising about 1800
fect on all sides of it, and beautifully wooded from
their very summits down to the water’s brink, How
I got here remains to be told. You will remember
that T had applied some time ago to be tramsferred
to the 1st Bengal European Tusiliers. Well, after
Iteeping me in suspense some seven weeks, and send-
ing me the whole way from Lahove to Bareilly in
April and. May, I received notice that my application
was granted, and a civil request to go back again, I
had had enough of marching in the plaius, and
travelling dik woonld have beem madoess for me,
g0 I determined on gpoing up into the hills, and making
my way across the mountain ranges to Subathoo,
where my regiment is stationed. A good-natured
civilian at Bareilly offered to take me with him to
this place, from whence I could make a good start.
We started on the morning of the 11th, and drove to
Rampoor, stayed there till midnight, and then set off
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for the hills. By daylight we got to the edge of the
fTerai;’ the far-famed hot-bed of fever and tigers,
swamps and timber, along the whole ridge of the
Himnlayas, stretching along the plains at their feet
in a belt of about twenty miles from the Indus to the
Burhampooter. Hore we found horses awaiting us,
and mounting at onece, started for a ride of twenty-
seven miles belore breakfast, The first part of the
fTerai’ is mevely a gennine Irish bog, and the oily,
watery ditches and starved looking cows shout oub
¢ Fever’ on all sides of you. The last ten miles to
the foot of the hills is throngh a dense mass of ragged
trees in all stages of growth and deeay, ©horrida,
ineulta, hirsuta,’—moist, unpleasant, and ugly, At
length we reached the first low woody ranges of the
hills, and following the dry bed of a mountain stream,
by noon we doubled the last ridge, and descended upon
our lnke. None of these hills are to be compared in
beauty with Scotland and Wales, though very fine,
and inexpressibly vefreshing, almost affecting, alter
the dead flab we have lived in so long, As soon as
my servants arrive, I stark hence by myself, through
an unfrequenied sen of vast mountains, by way of
Landour, for Mussoorie, to Simla and Subathoo, I
is abont 340 miles, and will take me thirty-two or
thirty-four days to accomplish, I mecan to take no
pony, but trust that my old powers of walking and
endurance will revive in the mountain air.



CHAPTER III

PIRST DENGAL EUROPEAN TFUSILIERS. — LAWRENCE
ASYLUM,~—APPOINTMENT TO GUIDE COLRDS.

Buparioo, Juns 166h, 1846,

W—HEN I wrote to you last from Bireenuggar, I

hoped to have been able to reach this place by way
of the Lills and Simla ; bat before I got to Mussoorie,
the early setting in of the roins made it so dilficult
and uopleasant (and likely to be dangerous) to get on,
that after spending two days there, I rede down to
Deyra Dhoon, and came ddlk through Suharunpoor
and Umbdla to Eulka, at the foot of these hills, where
I found my beast awaiting my arrival, and mounted
the seventeen miles of hill at once. IHere I am
at last with my own regiment, and with the prospect
of being quiet for four months, T'am eighth Seeond
Lieutenant; a distingunished position (is it not?) at
the age of five-snd-twenty. The campaigm, I am
sorry to say, did me no good in the way of promotion,
owing to my not having been ¢ posted’ pormanently
Dbefore it commenced.

Busarmoo, July grd, 1846.

I hope you will congratulate me on getting into
my preseut splendid corps, the 1st Fusilicrs, now,
alas, a mere shadow of what it was six months ago.
We could only muster 256 men under arms when we
were inspected by Sir R. Gilbert on the 1st; but then
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there was a most pieturesque body of convalescents
present with iheir empty sleeves, pale faces, and
cratches, but looking proudly conscious of {heir good
conduet, and ready ¢ to do it again’ We are under
much stricter discipline in this corps, both oflicors and
men, and obliged to be orderly and submissive. No
bad thing for us either. I hold there is move real
liberty in being under a decent restraint thoan in abso-
lute frecdom [rom any check. I have been muoch
more reconciled to India since I joined this regiment.
It is pleasant to have white faces about one, and hear
one’s own tongue spoken ; and then, besides, Lhere is
a home-loving fecling in this corps which I have
never met with in India, I believe we would ench
ond all migrate to England, if we had onr own way.

To Jis Father,

Brara, Sept. ond, 1846,

I eame hore on the 318t for a week, to stay with
Major Lawrence (now a Colonel and C.B.), who dined
and slept with me at Sobathoo last week, and
pressed me to come here. I am nothing loth, as I
like him amazingly, and value his friendship very
much, and pick up a great deal of information as to
India, and Indians black and white. He has kindly
offcred to take me with him for a tour through
Jullunder Dodlb, and up to Jummoo, Rajah Gholab
Singh's eamp and court. He says he cun pive or
get me leave to accompany him. My colonel says
he wont give any one leave after the 14th of this
month. Which is right remains to be seen, but
I think you may caleulale that the < Agent to the
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Governor-General’ will prevail, and I shall see

Jummaoa,

I am now writing in his room with the incessant
entrances and exits of natives —rajahs, princes,
vakeels, &e. &e., and officers civil and military;
and the bnzz of business and confusion of tongues,
blagl: and white, Jearned and wunlearned, on all
subjects, political, religions (at this minute they ave
disputing what ‘the Church’ means), and military,
so that I am tolerably puzzled. I have been taking o
tremendously long walk this morning about the hills
and valleys, with Mr. and Mrs. Currie, and enjoying
the beauties of Simla,

Bruna, Sept. T4th, 1846,

My original week at Simla has grown inte a
month, thanks to Colonel Lawrence’s pressing, and
Colonel Orchard’s (my colonel’s) kindness. I should
hardly like staying so long with Colonel Lawrence
(espeeially ns I live day and might in the same room
with him and his papers, regulurly camp fashion), but
that he wishes it, and I manage to give him a slight
helping hand by making préeis of his letters, and
copying confidential papers. Ile is amazingly kind,
and tells me all that is going on, initinting me
into the mysteries of ¢ political’ business, and thus
giving me more knowledge of things and persons
Indian than I should learn in a year of ordinary
life, aye! or in three years either, This is a great
advantage to my ultimate prospects, of course inde-
pendently of the power he possesses of giving me a
lift in the world when I am of sufficient standing to
hold any appointment, :
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He makes me work at ITindustanee, and has given
me a lesson or two in the use of the theodolite, and
other surveying instruments, to the end that I may
get crgployed in the Surveying Department, after two
years of which he says ‘I shall be fit for a Political?

I have been very fortunate in muany ways, more so
than I bad any right to expeet, If I were only
neaver to you all, and had any old friends about me,
I should have nothing to regret or wish for, It is
there that the shoe especinlly pinclics, All minor
annoyances ave easily gpot rid of, bub one does find a
wonderful lack of one’s old friends and old associa-
tions. Society is very different hore [rom ours at
home, and different as it is T have scen very little of
it, Nor am I, with my provious habits, age, and
education, the person to feel this an indifferent
matter; but on the contrary, all the drawbacks of
Indian existenco come with redoubled fores from the
greatness of the contrast. Still, I do nol let these
things annoy me, or weigh down my spirits, but
strive, by keeping up English habits, tastes, and
{eelings, and looking forward to s run home (thus
laving a motive alwuys in view), to make the hest of
everything as it oceurs, and to act upon the principle,
that mere outward circumstances don’t make a man’s
happiness. If I have ome feeling stronger than
another, it is contempt for a ‘regular Indian,’ & man
who thinks it fine to adopt a totally dilferent set of
habits and morals and fashions, until, in forgetting
that he is an Englishman, he usually forgets also that
he is a Christian and a gentleman. Such characters
are happily rare now, but there are many fragments
of it on a small scale, and always must Le so, so long
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as the men who are to support the name and power
of England in Asia are sent out here at an age
when neither by edueation nor veflection can they have
learnt all or even a fraction of what those words
imply. It would be n happy thing for India and for
themselves if' all came out here at o more advaneed
nge than now, Lut one alone lreaking through the
enstom in that vespeet made and provided, must not
expeet to escapoe the nsual fate, or at least the usual
annoyanees, of innovators,

I have enjoyed my visit here very much, and
though I have not songht them, have made one or
two very pleasant acquaintances, or improved them.
1 have been very little out, and passed my time
almost entirely with Colonel Lawrence and his family,
i.¢., his brother and the two sisters-in-law. Things are
not looking well on the fronfier. Cashmere and the
hill country wont submit to Ghelab Singh, to whom
we gave them over, and have been thrashing his
troops and killing his ministers ; and I expect October
will see an army assembled to frighten them into
submission, or interfere with a strong arm, as the case
may be.

We mesm bound to see him established on the
throne we carved ont for him, and it is our only
chance of keeping peace and order; though at the
best he iz such a villain, and so detested, that I
imagine it will be but a sorry state of quietness :—

The torrent's smoothness ers it dash below,

In a letter to his wife, written during this
visit, Sir H. Lawrence says :—

Sept. 18t—* I brought up with me from



82 COLONEL LAWRENCE,

¢ Gubathoo a fine young fellow, by name
« Hodson, son of the Archdeacon of Stafford.
«He is now (10 P.ar) slecping in my little
¢ office-room, where I am writing. Thomason
¢ yecommended him to me, and T have seldom
met so promising a young fellow. He lelt
¢ the native branch of the army at the expense
¢ of some steps, becanse he did not like the
¢ conduct of the Sepoys. He was for four
¢ years with Dr. Arnold, and two in the sixth
¢ form under his cye. He speaks most aflec-
« fionately of him. I will try fo get leave
¢ for him for a month to accompany me fo
¢ T,ahore and Jummoo in October. . . . . I get
* g good deal of help from Hodson, who works
« willingly and sensibly. Perhaps you may meet
¢ the family at Lichfield.”

Lamorg, October 14th, 1846,

As T hoped when I wrote last, T am again writing
from the capital of the ¢ Binghs,’ but, alag for the ¢ lions,’
their tails are very much down in the world since
this time last year, when the ¢fierce and formidable
army’ assembled 1o invade our tempting provinces.
Nearly half the garrison has marched across the
Ravec, and not more than soco or 6ooo British
troops now hold the far-famed capital of Runjeet
Singh.

You st not be alarmed by the accounts you will
goe in the papers Ly this mail of the advance of two
forces from Lahore and Jullunder towards Jummoo,
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They are not to take any active part in the operalions
of Gholab Singh for the recovery of Cashmere {from
the rebellious Sheikh Imaumoodeen—our troops are
to hold the Maharaja’s country for him while he
advances with his whole disposable force, angmented
by a Sikh anxiliary army.

It is probable that the Sheikh will give in without
fighting as soon as he hears the preparations made
by both powers for his coercion, Indeed, a letter
has arrived from Cashmere to say he fas given
in; but he is a wily fellow, and I mightily distrust
him. I only know if T was in Cashmere with my
army at my back, J would not give in as long as a
man was left to pull a trigger! The Agent (Colonel
Lawrence) and I start to-morrow evening, going
seventy miles the first day, and hope to reach
Bhimbur, at the foot of the hills, on the 17th,
thence to go up and join the Maharaja, and accom-
pany his army to Cashmere. If he fights we shall
see the fun; if not, we are to nccompany him and
keep him from excesses and injustice in the valley,
and return here, I fancy, in about a mouth or six
weeks. Of course, in evenl of the two armies coming
to blows, it will probably be some fime longer ere
we return. I am delighted at the thoughts of secing
Cashmere, and am paining great advantage from
being with these ¢politicals’ in the way of learning
the languages, and method of governing the natives.
I have been hard at work day and night for some
time now, writing for Colomel Lawrence, 1 left
Subathoo on the 1st, and after a ride of some twenty
miles throngh the hills, joined Colonel Lawrence and
My, Christian, and after a shake-down in a little

" . D
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mud bungalow, and an amusing dinner (served up in
two brass basins, standing on a bed), and a breakfast
to mateh, we rode down to Roopur, on the Sutle,
Here we took boat, and Hoated down the river to
Ferozepore, and eame across to Lahore during the
night in a capital barouche belonging to the Ilanee,
with relays of horses and an escort of cavalry.

. ——

THAKKA, AT THE FOOT OF THE PAss (NT0 (AsnMeERe,
ot 20th, 1846,

Our tent is pitched on the top of a little spur from
the mouniain side, and beneath us lie, in quaint
pictaresque confusion, seattered over the valley and
the little staircase-like rice fields, the mingled hosts
of Lahove ond Jummoo. The spare stalwart Sikh,
with his grizzled beard and blue turban of the scantest
dimensions, side by side with the huge-limbed Af-
ghan, with voluminous head-gear and many-coloured
garments. The proud Brabmin in the same ranks
with the ficrce  Children of the Faithful ;' the little
active Iillman; the diminutive, sturdy, platter-faced
Ghoorka, and the slight-made Hindoostanes, collected
in the same tents, and all alike clothed in a caricature
of the British uniform. I have been very much in-
terested and amused by this march with a native
army, so dilferent from our own proceedings and
our own military power—albeit the British army
will soon be as varied in its composition.

I have scen a great deal of the native Sirdars or
chiefs, especially Tej Singh who commanded the Sikh
forces in the war, and of the Maharaja. The former
a small, spare little man, marked with the small-pox,
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and with a thin snd scanty beard, bubt sharp and
intelligent, and by his own account @ Aere. The
Mabharaja is a fine, tall, portly man, with a splendid
expressive face, and most gentlemanly, pleasing man-
ner, and fine-foned voice—altogether the most pleas.
ing Asiatic I have scen—to all appenrance the
gentlest of the gentle, and the most sincere and truth-
ful character in the world; and in his habits he is
certainly exemplary: but he is the cleverest hypoerite
in the world; assharp and acute as possible, devoured
by avarice and ambition, and when rounsed, horribly
cruel. This latler aceusation he rebuts, by alleging
the necessity of the ense and the ferocity of those he
has to deal with, To us, however, his fondness for
flaying men alive, culling off their noses and
ears and hands, &o., savours rafder of the inexcusable,
He was accused of having flayed 12,000 men, which
he indignantly asserted was a monstrous calnmny, ns
he only skinned #iree ; afterwards he confessed {o three
Aundred! Yet he is not a bit worse, and in many
ways infinitely better, than most native princes.
Lawrence doubts whether one could be found with
fower faults, if placed in similar circumstances, Avit.
abile, to the disgrace of his European blood, was far
more cruel, The stories enrrent in the Punjub of his
abominations are horrible. The costumes of these
chiefs would delight you. They never make a mistake
in colours, and the effect is always good, however
bright they may be. This force is (as I told you)
moving up to twn the Sheikh Imoumoodeen, the
rebellious vassal of the Lahore Government, out of
Cashmere, in virtue of the trealy ceding it to Gtholab
Singh, Up to yesterday, I expected it would be a
D 2
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fight, but yesterday the Sheikh sent letters to say
Le was sorry and repentlul, and was on his way to
tendér his submission. 8o we wait here to veeeive
him. This will not, however, prevent my visit to the
valley, as Colonel Lawrence intends to accompany the
Maharaja to pacify and take possession.

It is very cold here, though nol much above gooo

feet above the sca.

To his Fallier.
SnuryYeN, 18 CASHMERE,
Now. 6ih, 1846,

I write a hurried line o annonnes my safe arrival
in the valley. On the 1st instanl we got hold of
the rebellious Sheikh, and sent him down 1o the
plains; and yesterday, Colonel Lawrence, Captain
Browne, and myself, rode into the valley, amid the
acclamations of an admiring population—of beggars |
I am writing at sunrise in o little temt, and in spite
of two coats and waisteoats, I am nearly ¢ fviz” We
erossed the Pir Punjal Pass on the 4ih, 12,000
feet above the sea, with emow all around us, and
slept on this side in an old serai; I say slgpd, bocause
wa went to bed ; but sleeping was out of the question,
from the cold, and uproar of all our followers and
their horses, cvowded into a courtymrd thirty feet
square, horses and men quarrelling and yelling all
night long. The view from the top of the Pass was
very fine, Lat the wind far too high to take more
than a peep of it without losing one’s eyes; but the
road from Thanna to the summit was most lovely the
whole way, winding up a glen wooded magnificently,
and the rocks towering above us on all sides; the
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trecs were all in their varied automn dress, sar-
mounted hy forests ol pine: altogether, I never saw
so grand a scene,  As the Sheikh’s submission has cat
the Gordian knot of politics here, we shall only stay
a few days to see the valley, and install the Maharaja
(who is following us with his force by slow stages),
and then rush back to Lahore and Subathoo.

This is said to be the largest town but three in the
valley. It is a poverty-stricken senttered hamlet
of mud honses with wooden roofs, the upper hall
being generully rough open latbice-work or railing,
with alternate supports of unbaked bricks; low mud
enclosures, and open waste spnces between, dedicated
to dogs and dunghills. The whele is thickly prown
over with fine apple and walnut trees, the staple
fruits (with the grape) of the valley, and the food of
the people. 1y are a poor wretched set, only good
for beasts of burden—and certainly they can earry a
vast lond—their dress, both men and women, being a
loose wide-sleeved smock-frock of divty sackeloth-
looking woollen. The men wear a dirty skull-cap on
their shaven “nobs,’ and the women acrimson machine,
like a flowerpot sancer invertedy from which depends
a veil or cloth of the same texture as the froek ; legs
and feet clothed in their native dirt. The women
are atrociously ugly, and sercech like the witehes in
Macleth—so much so, that when the Agent asked
me to give them a rupee or two, I felt it my duty to
refuse, firmly but respectlully, on the ground that it
would be encournging ugliness | I fancy the climate
and the soil are unrivalled, but years of poverty and
oppression have redoced to a nation of beggars what
ought to be a Paradise. We go hence after breakfast
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to Islamnbad, ot the eastern end of the valley; and
spend a day or two in looking about us, and floating
down the river to Cashmere itsell, by which time our
¢prinee’ will have avrived. I am the luckiest dog
unhang to have actually got into Cashmere. I fancy
I am the first officer of our army who bas been here,
save the few who have come officinlly. These delight-
ful breezes are most invigorating. I only wish you
could all enjoy these travels with me, I expeet to be
back at Subatheo by the 18t of December.

In a letter fo my father about this time,
Myr. Thomason says :—

‘I am very glad to observe that such an
¢ intimacy has sprung up between Colonel
¢ Lawrence, and your William. He could not
‘ be under better direction.

* Colenel Lawrence has evidently taken h].m
¢ entirely into his confidence, which cannot but
“be of the greatest use to him in his future
¢ career. * He will have opportunities of obser-
“ yation and instryetion now, which very few
¢ possess alter a long period of service. To be
“ gelected, too, as his confidant by a man of
¢ Colonel Lawrence’s stamp, is no small feather
“in the cap of any young man. He stands
* deservedly high also in the esteem of all who
“ know him ; and if it please God to spare his
‘life and give him health, his prospects are
‘ as good as any man’s can be in this country.’

Colonel Lawrence having discovered that
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my brother could work, was by no means
disposed to let him remain without full ocen-
pation, as his next letter will show :—
Buparitoo, April e, 1847,
I am wonderfully well and flonrishing, and have
lots to do. Lawrence has made me underiake the
secretaryship of the new Asylum for European Chil-
dren, buoilding gome ten miles henee, which will give
me volumes ¢l correspondence, and leagues, nay lati-
tudes, of riding. Nevertheless, it is well, and it is o
good work. The responsibility will be great, as a
eommittee of management, on an avernge {hree hinn-
dved miles apart, are rather nominal in {heir super-
vision of things,

Sunarmoo, Adpril 15, 1847,

If my locomotive instinet has been brought into
play in India, as you suggest, my constructive organs
are likely to have their shave of exercise. I have the
entire dircction nnd arrangement of the new Hill
Asylum ou my hands just now. It is seven miles
hence, of mountain roads, and what with going and
coming, planning, instructing, and supervising, my
time is pretty well occupied, to say nothing of my
regiment, and private affaive. Building a house in
India is o dilferent alfuir from ome's previous expe-
riences, You begin from the forest and the gquarry,
have to get lime burnt, irees ent down, bricks
made, planks sawn up, the ground got ready, and
then wateh the work foot by foot—showing this
‘nigger’ how to lay his bricke, another the proper
proportions of a beam, another the construction of a
door, and to the severnl artisuns the mysleries of a
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sorew, a nail, and a hinge. You cannot say to a man,
¢ Make me a wall or a door,” but you must with your
own hands measore ont his work, teach him to saw
away here, to plane theve, or drive such a nail, or
insinuate such another suspicion of glue. And when
it comes to be considered that this is altogether new
work to me, and has 1o be exended by cogitalion on
the spot, s0 as o give an answer to every inguirer,
you may understand the amount of personal exertion
and attention reguired for the worl.

I have the sole direction and control of nearly four
hondred and filty workmen, including paying them,
keeping accounts, drawing plans, and everything., I
have to got earth dug for bricks, see the moulds made
and watch the progress of them till the kiln is full,
get wood for the kiln, and divect the lighting of the
same, and finally provide a goat to saerifice to the
demon who is supposed to turn the Dricks red!
Then I must get bamboos and grass cat for thatching,
and string made for the purpose; send about the
hills for sund for mortar, and limestone to burn, see
it mixed and prepared, and then show the niggers
how to use it. Then the whole of the woodwork
must be set ont and made under one’s own eye, and a
lump of iron brought from the mine o be wrought
(also under one’s direction) into nails and screws,
belore o single door ean be set up; and when to all
this is ndded the difficulty of getting hands (I mean
in the hills), and the bother of watching the idlest
and most cunning race on earth, you may sappose
my ‘unpaid magistracy’ is no sinecare. I am not
exaggerating or indeed telling half the difficulty, for
fear you should think the whole a romance, You will
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naturally ask how I learnt all these trades. I ean
only say that you ean’t be more astonished than I am
myselfl, and can only satisfy you by the theory that
‘ necessity is the mother of invention I am seldom
able to sit down from sunrise to sunsef, when T got
o hasty dinuer, and am then only too glad to elecp
ofl' the cllects of the day. How I have eseaped fever
during tho lnst month I eannot think, as it has been
terrilly hot in the sun, even in the hills, and I have
lived in the blaze of it pretly coustantly. Colonel
Lawrence seems determined I shall have nothing to
stop me, fur his invariable reply to every gquestion is,
¢ Act on your own judgmenl; ¢ Do what you think
right;' °I give you earfe blanche 1o act in my name,
and draw on my [unds,’ and so forth.

Are you aware of the nature of the institution?
It was started in idea by Colonel Lawrenece some two
ot three years ago, aud a suflicient sum of money fur
a commencement having been raised, he charged me
with the erection of the necessary buildings, and the
organization and setting in motion of the great
machine which is to regenerate and save {from moral
and physical degradation, sickness, and death, the
children of the Dritish soldiers serving in India.
The object is to teach them all things useful, while
you give them the advaniage of a healthy climate,
removed from the evil influence of a bavrack-room.
The children are to remain in the Asylum until their
parents return to England, or till old enongh to join
the ranks, or be otherwise provided for.

Another drag upon my hands is the care of a small
Buropean boy who was lately found up in Cabul, and
is supposed to le the som of some soldier of the
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destroyed army. Ile has been brought up as a Mussul-
man, and made to believe his father was such, and is
a very bigot. Colonel Lawrence senthim to me from
Lahore, but forgot to write about him, so I know no
more of him than I have secn in the newspapers, and
have no idea what to do with him, or where he is to
go. He is rather a nmisance, and I shall be glad
when he goes, as there is little but his odd fate o
interest one in him ; and I have considerable doubts
as to his genuine origin, He is more like a hulf-
cagle than an # Euvopean,’ Our communication is
Lrief, as he speaks but little Ilindoostanee, and I less
Persian. The Asylum is a wuch more infercsting
occupation, as independently of its object, there is a
pleasure in covering a fine mountain with buildings
of one's own designing,

A few days later he writes :—

My last few days at the Asylom were enlivened by
the arrival of Mrs. George Lawrence, whose tent was
pitched close to mine on the hill-top. She is a great
acqnisition in a forest life, and a very nice person—
the wife of the Captain Lawrence who was one of the
Cubul prisouners. She is to be superintendress undil
the arrival of the [uture man from England. I have
fourteen little girls to tuke cave of, by the same token,
nnd listen {0 the grumblings of their norses. In
short, I don't know myself, and that is the long and
short of it. T am going {o Simla for a day or two,
o see Mr. Thomason.

And again, to his brother:—

The state of things is so provokingly quiet and
placid, that there seems but small chance of our being
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called upon for auother rush across country (ealled a
¢ forced march’), like the one of December, 1845; and
one is obliged to take to anything that offers to aveid
the ‘tedium vite’ which the want of employment
engenders in this ‘lovely country,’ in those, at least,
who have not learnt to exist in the philosophieal
medinm of brandy and chercots. Did 1 tell yon,
by the bye, that I abjured tobacco when I laft
LEngland, and that I have never been tempted by even
a might ©al fresco’ to resnme the delusive habit? Nor
have I told you (beeause I despairved of your believing
it) that T have declined {rom the paths of virlue in
respect to Leer also, this two years past, scldom or
never even tasting that once idolized stimulant |1 Tt
has not been caused alone by a love of eccentricity,
but by the very semsilive state of my inner man
(achieved in India), which olliges me to live by rule.
This ia all very edifying, no doubt, to gpow; fo me it
is especially so, for I believe if I get on well in India,
it will be owing, physieally spealcing, to my digestion.

Sunarmoo, Juns 186, 1847,

I am getting on famously at the Asylam just
now, and lave sueceeded in getting the children
under cover before the rains. I have narrowly
escaped a bad fever through over-work in the sun,
Lut by taking it in time I got right again. The
weather has ginee taken a torn, and become much
cooler, besides which my principal anxiety is over
for the season. I have certainly had a benefit of
work, both civil and literary, for the Institution, and
since Colonel Lawrence put an advertisement in the
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papers, desiving all anxions persons to apply to me,
I have had enough on my hands. It is all very
well, but interferes with my reading no little; and I
am sure to get more kicks than thanks for my pains
from an ungratefol and undiscerning public. Ilow-
ever, as long as Colonel Tawrence leaves everylhing
g0 completely in my hands, and {rusts so implicilly
to my skill and honesty, it would e o shawme not to
work ¢ un-like a nigger.’

It is intended that the childven should remain in
the Institubion outil they are eighieen years of age,
if their fnthers be alive, and wnlil somehow or other
provided for, shonld {hey be orphans. The majority
of the Loys will, of course, become soldiers; Lut my
belief is, that having been brought up in the delight-
ful climate of the Ilimalaya, they will, after ten or
fiftcen years, settle down in the various stations and
slightly elevated valleys in these hills, as traders and
caltivators, and form the nucleus of the first Dritish
eolony in India. My olject is to give them English
habits from the first, which they have in mosi cascs
to learn, from Leing Lrought up by uative nurses
from infuney., Part of the schome is 1o make the
Institution support itzelf, and I am very shorlly going
to start a [arm-yard, I have already got a fine large
garden in full swing; and here you may see French
beans, cabbages, strawberry plants, and fine polutocs
(frec from disease). I steadlastly refuse the slightest
dash of colour in admitting childron. People may
call this illiberal if they please; the answer is obvious,
Hall-casles staod the climate of the plains too well
to need a hill sanitorium, and by mixing them with
English children you corrapt those whom you wish
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to benefit., The little boy who was lately redeemed
from Cabul, and whom Colonel Lawrence consigned
io my care, is the plague of my existence. He has
the thoroughly lying, deceitfnl habits, and all the
dirt, of the Allghan races, and not a single point of
inferest {o counterbalange them.

Busatmoo, August, 1847,

I have some hopes, though bul faint ones, of being
relieved from the necessity of a move to Cawnpore
[whither his regiment had been ordered], by obtain-
ing o berth under Colonel Lawrence. I know thak
he has asked for me, and, I believe, for an appoint-
ment which would please me more than any other he
conld find, ng being one of the most confildential
nature, aud involving constant locomotion, and plenty
of work bolh for head, nerve, and body, But I must
nol be sanguine, as we have alrcady a large pro-
portion of officers away from the rvegiment, and I
am & young soldier, though, alus! prowing grievously
old in years,

The appointment alluded to was to the

“ Corps of Gruides,’ then recently organized by
" Colonel Lawrence for service in the Punjab.
“While this question, however, was still pend-
ing, there seemed a prospect of Lieut. Hodson’s
succeeding to the adjutancy of his regiment,
and Colonel Lawrence, as will be seen from
the subjoined letter, recommended his accepi-
ing it, if offered :—
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¢ Biatea, Sept. 11th.

¢ My pear Honson,—I have spoken to the Governor-
¢ General about you, who at once replied, * Let him
¢ take the adjutancy.” He wishes you well, but is
¢ puzzled by the absentee question. 'Woe are all, more-
¢ over, agreed on the uselulness to yoursell' of being
¢ employed for o time as adjutant to a regiment.
¢ There are always slips, but I know of no man of
¢ double or treble your elanding whe has so good a
¢ prospect before him. Favour and partiality do ocen-
¢ gionally give a man a lift, but depend upon it that ki
“ ig the best chance in the long run who helps himself,
¢ 8o far you have done this manfully, and you have
¢ reason to be proud of being selected at one time for
¢ three dillerent appointments by three dilferent men.*
¢ Don't, however, be too proud. ILearn your duties
¢ thoroughly. Continne to study two or three hours
¢ a day; not to pass in a hurry, but that you may do
¢ go two or Lthree years hence with delef, Take advan-
f tage of Decher's being at Kussowlee to learn some-
¢ {hing of surveying. All knowledge is useful; butto
¢ a soldier, or official of any sort in India, I know
‘ no branch of knowledge which so well vepays the
¢ gtodent.

¢ In Oriental phrase, pray consider that much is said
¢ in this hurried serawl, and believe that T shall wateh
¢ your carcer with warm interest. .

¢ I am, very sincerely yours,
¢ H. M. Lawrexce.’

The expected vacancy, however, did not

* At this very juncture, the Adjntant-Goneral of the
army had also applied for Lisut. Hodson,
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oceur, and Colonel Lawrence accordingly re-
newed his application for my brother’s services
in the Punjab, and, as will be seen, with
success. In the Dbeginning of October le
writes :—

I have every reason to expeckt that before many
days I shall be gazetted as attached to the Guide
Corps. The immediate result of my appointment
will be a speedy departure to Lahore with Colonel
Lawrence, who refuns there to arrange matters
before going home,

And on the 16th :—

You will, I am sure, rejoice with me at my un-
precedented good forfune in being appointed to a
respongible and homnourable post, almost beford, Ly
the rules of the service, I am entitled to take charge of
a compuny of Sepoys. I shall even Lo Dbetter off
than I thought; instead of merely ‘doing duty’
with the Guide Corps, I am to be the second in
command.

The next chapter will show how well Lieut.
Hodson justified Colonel Lawrence’s sclection
of him for so responsible a command, one
which the course of events made far more im-
portant than could then have been foreseen.
Tt was in this that he laid the foundations of
his reputation as an ‘unequalled partisan
leader,” and acquired his experience of the
Sikhs, and extraordinary influence over them.



CHAPTER IV.

EAPLOYMENT IN TIIE PUNJAB AS SECOND IN COMMAND
OF TIE CORFS OF GULDES, AND ALSO AS ABSISTANT
T0 TIE RESIDENT AT LANORE,

From October, 1844, during the Campaign of 1848—9, to
the Annexation of the Punjab in March, 1849,

Caxe, Kvssoon, Nov. 15th, 1847,

ALMOST forget the many events that have

happened since I wrote last: T believe I was “at
home’ in my snug little cottage in Subathoo, and
now I am in a high queer-looking native house
among the ruins of this old strongheld of the Pathins;
with orders * 1o make a good road from Lahore to the
Sutlgj, distance forty miles,’ in as bricf a space as
possible.  On the willing-to-be-generally-useful prin-
ciple this is all very well, and one gels used to
turning ono’s hand to everything, but certainly (but
for *circumstances over which I had no control’) I
always laboured under the impression that I knew
nothing at all about the matter. However, Colonel
Lawrence walked inlo my room promiscuounsly one
morning, and said, * Oh, Hodson, we have agreed that
you must take in hand the road to Ferozepoor—you
can start in a day or two;’ and Aers Tam. Well, I
have galloped across the country hither and thither,
and peered into distauces with telescopes, and
inquired euriously into abstruse (and obtuse) angles,
rattled Gunter's chains, and consulled compasses and
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theodolites, ill I have an idea of a road that will
astonish the natives not a little. Last night I was
up half the night, looking out for fires which I had
ordered to be lighted in sundry places along the
line of the Sutlej at a fixed hour that I might
find the nearest point. This morning, I had a
grand assembly of village ¢punches,’ to discuss
with thom the propriety of furnishing able-bodied
men for the work. By a litlle artlul persuasion, I
succeeded in raising yoo from a small distriet, awd
am going onwards to hold another such feonnty
meeting” fo-morrow. The mode and [ashion that
has always obtained in public works under native
governments, has been o give an order to seize afl
the inhabitants, and male them work—and wot pay
them then, These gentry, therefore, have heen so
ballied by their Sikh masters, that they hardly
believe my offers of ready-money payments. My
predecessor, an artillery officer, who came here ou
the same errand, was turned off for resorting to
violent measures in his anxiety to pet hold of work-
men, having hung some of the head men up by the
heels to trees till tley were convinced. He got no
good (nor hands either), by his dodge. So I was
sent here on the other persuasion, and you will be glad
to hear, for the credit of the fumily, that T am gam-
moning the dear old punches most delicionsly, They’d
give me anything, bless their innocent hearts| when
I get under the village tree with them, or by ilie
village well, and discourse eloguently on the blessing
to society of having destroyed the Sikhs, and on the
lightness of their land tax. I hope to be relieved
in a month, and go up to Peshawur to join *the
B
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Guides,” for this is eruelly hard work, and I have
had enough for oue year of native workpeople.
Besides, I am not strong yet, and have a horrid eold.
I would give anything to be able to sit down and
read a book gnietly, a luxory I have not enjoyed for
many o long day. Colonel Lawrence starts [for
England on the 3oth for two years. I hope you will
eontrive to see him, and make his nequaintance,  Six
F. Cwric is to be his successor during his absence.
Dec, 1at,

I have been at Lahore to receive Colonel Lawrence's
parling instructions, and say good bye to him, poor
fellow. IHHe is a genuinely kind-hearled mortal, and
has been & brother to me ever sivee I knew him. I
hope to see him back in two ycars, invigorated and
renewed, to carry out the good work which he has
so nobly Legun.

To kis Sisler.

Caxre Kussoon, Dea 15th, 1847,

Your letler met me on my road two days ago, and
emerged from the folds of a Sikh horseman’s turban,
to my great delight. I got off my hovse, and walked
along, driving him before me till I had read the
packet. You must not conclude, because I am writing
to you asecond time from this place, that I have been
here ever since I first commenced operations in these
parts, I have been twice to Lahore, and several
times to various intermediate and more distant places,
gince them. In short, you may give up all idea of
being able lo imagine where I may be at any given
time. My work has progressed considerably, In
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threa weeks I have colleeted and got into working
order upwards of o thousand most anwilling labourers,
surveyed and marked out some twenty miles of road
throngh a desert and forest, and made a very large
piece of il. T am happy to say Iam fo be relieved
in aday or two, and sent to survey another distriet.
I have had one or two visitors the last few days, and
therefore not been so lonely as usual; but wmy time
has been even move than ever occupied. My dulies
arve nearly as vavious ns there are hours in the day;
at one time digging o lrench, at another fime inves-
ligaling breaches of the peace. I am a sort of justice
of the peace for peneral purposes, and have to listen
to and inquire into complaints, and send cases which
I think worthy of it for trial to Lahore. I caught
s neal a case of robbing and murder the other day as
ever graced Stallord Assizes; Lo say nothing of end-
less modes of thelt, more or less open, according lo
the wealth or power of the stealer. This is the most
remarkable scene of ruin I have met with for many a
long day; erst, anest of the abodes of wealthy Pathan
nobles, and now a desert tract, of many miles in ex-
tent, coveved with ruing, withhere and there a dome,
or cupela, or minarcet, to mark what has ones been,

I am happy to say that I have succeeded in obtain-
ing a respite on Sundays, Hitherto, all the works I
. bave had in hand have gone on the same every day,
and consequently one’s annoyanca and respousibility
continned equally on SBundays. This is happily put
an end to, and I shall have one day’s rest a week at
least, to say nothing of higher considerations. An
order on the subject was issued six months ago, bul
great difficulties were in the way of its excention.

19337
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Castr, Derxasvaaen, Jan, toth, 1848,

Here T am ol again like a steam-rgine, calling
ab o series of stativns, puffing and panting, hither aued
{hither, never resling, ever sturlingg; now in o ent-
ting, now oo Lunnel ) fisst s Gield, next on o hill ;
thus passes day alter day, week alter weels, o grend,
deal of work geoinge through one's hands, ad ol one
ean grive very e aecount of snesel U at the end of i,
At present T am moving wapidly along the Tanks of
sidl eanal which Geaverses D Dodl, between the
Ttavee and Deas Rivers, for purposes of feeigation ;
aceompanying Major Napier,* Lo whamn the proseention
of all publie improvements throughoul the Land of
the Five Rivers Lelongs, We (the “Woods aml
Forests’ of the day) have nearly reached the point
whire the viver debonehes from the hills, and have
puboup for the day in a little garden-house of Raimjeet,
Singl's, in the midst of u lovely grove of great extont,
Lheongeh whose dark-green boughs we live wosplendild
panorani of the snowy range to baek our hovizon, We
Tave great projeels of extending the eanal by varions
Lranehes to feed awd Beetilize (he whole oxteul of the
Dofl, which wauls nothing bt water (o make it a
grurden, so fertile is he sl We have come along o
strip of hLeantilul eountry, richly caltivated, lying
along the banks ol this life-giving little widercours,
and the weather is perfeel, so T am os happy s mere
externals ean make one.  Certninly we whose ot
haa fullen on this sile of Tndia, are much Lo Le envied,
Here, all day long, one vides ahond, elothed us warmly,
and even more so, thun in England at this season,

* Now Bir Ilobert Napice, K.C.1I3,
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enjuying the bright clear sunshine, and never troubled
with thinking of the sun; whilst at Caleutta they ave
running into their houses at ning o’clock to aveid the
heat of the day! I imngine two years in Caleutia
wonld be more wearing than ten up hore; by the
sne {oken, I have achieved the respectable weight of
cleven stone ien pounds, Leing an incrense of seven-
teen pounds since July, May my shadow never
Tie Tess |

I live fromn the arvival of one mail in expectation
af the next. I had meant to have written o long
eevies of desputches for this opportunily, and have
asked you {o do some commissions for me, but T must
postpone il now to another time, ns Mujor Napier has
lots of work lur me. I want o pair of thicle blankets ;
wine were plundered ab Forozeshah, and I have
always mourned over them since, when eold nights aud
long marches come together. In these far countries
it is next Lo impossible to get anything decent.

Claxe, Basa Ke Biow, Jan, 20th, 1848,

For some days I was slaying in, and intend return-
ing again to, a fine picturesque old eastle or fort Luilt
by the Emperor Shahjehan. Its lofty walls, with
their turvets and battlements, enclose a quadrangle of
the size of the great court of Trinity, while from the
centre rises a dark mass of buildings three stories high,
forming the keep ; presenting externally four blank
walls pierced with loopholes, but within, arches and
pillars and galleries, with an open space in the centre,
in which they all face. The summit rises sixty-fonr feet,
which, in addition to the great elevation of the mound
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on which the castle stands, gives a molle view of
monntain, river, and plain, covered with the finest
timber and green with young corn; the whole backed
by range on mange, peak after peak, of dazzling snow.
Another, nearly similar, lies about ten miles to the
north, and I am now ¢ pitehed’ at the fool of a third to
the west; all monuments of the taste and grandeur of
the Mogul Emperors. That Goth, Runject Singh and
his followers have as much to answer for in their way,
as Cromwell and his crop-eared seoundrels in England
and Ireland. They seem only lo have eonguered to
destroy—every public worlk, every castle, road, sorai
or avenue, has been destroyed; the finesl mosques
turned into powder magnzines and stalles, the gardens
into eantonments, and the fields into deserts, T had
o pretty specimen the other day of the way in which
things have been managed here. T was desived o
examine into, and report on, the accounts of revenus
collected hitherto in 18o villages along the ‘Shah
Nahr,” or Royal Canal. By a convenient mixture of
conxing ond threats, compliment and invective, a
return was at Jast effected, Ly which it appeared that
in ordinary coses about one-hall' the revenue renched
the trensury, in some ono-third, and in oue district
notfiing ! To my great amusement, when I came to
this point, the gallant collector (a long-bearded old
8ikh) quietly remarked— Yes, Sahib, thiz wos in-
deed a great place for us entirely.” I said, “Yes, you
villain, you gentry grew fat on robbing your master.
‘Don’t call it robbing,’ he said; ‘1 assore you, I
wouldn’t be dishonest for the world. I never took
more than my predecessors did before me.” About the
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most naive definilion of honesty I have had the luck
to meet with, T faney our visit to these nooks and
corners of the Punjab has added some 50,000l a year
to the revenue. My present rdle is to survey o part
of the country lying along the left bank of the Ravee
and below the hills, and I am duily and all day at
work with compasses and chain, pen and penecil,
following streams, diving into valleys, burrowing into
hills, to complete my work. I need hardly remark,
that having never attempted anything of the kind
hitherto, it is bothering at fivst,  But one is compelled
to be patient under this sort of insult, and I should
not he sarprised any day to be told to build a ship,
compose a colde of laws, or lold assizes,—in fact, *tis
the way in India; every one has to teach himself his
work, and do it at Lhe same time ; if I go on learning
new irades as fasl daring the romainder of my eareer
a5 I have done al its commencement, I shall have to
retire as a Jacksonian professor at least, when ¢ my
dog has had his day” Welll I have fairly beaten
the pold this time—TI turned back one side of the tent,
and had a big five lighted outside, prolected from
‘draughts by a canvas scrcen, and the whole tent is
now in a jolly glow ; a gipsy light reflected on the
trees around, and on the two tall picturcsque Allizhans
who, seated cross-logged on each side of the five, either
replenish it with sticks, fan it into a (lame, or watch
my pen with the large, black, inquisitive eye of a dog
looking out for a crust.

They make much better servants for wandering
folks like myself than the Hindoostanee servant-tribe,
have fewer or no prejudices (save agnivst clean
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water) and tradge along the live-long day as merrily
as if life was a joke to them, instead of the dull heavy
reality it is¥

Feb, 25k, 1848,

T really have very little o fell you ol my vew
Gaide Corps dutivs, from e sonnew hat strange fael
that I have never yeb aetually entered upon {hem
this will seon come to an ewd, however, us I have
diveetions to proceed Lo Peshawur ag soon o the
survey T have Dbeen at work on iw completed,  The
graud ohjeel of the eorps is Lo brain a Doy of men in
peace to be eflicient in war; 1o he nol only nequainted
with localities, ronds, rivers, Dills, lorrivs, and passes,
Imt have a good iden of the produce wud supplivs
available in any pmt of the eountry ; to give weeerafe
information, nol running open-monthed (o say that

* Lientevnnt (now Col) TFebert Bdwardes wrole as
fillowa Lo his funily in Boaglul . -

fYoung Tlodson hina Leen appointed Lo do doly with
Cour Panjub Goide Corps, commmadel iy Livatenant
! Lumsden,  The daties of a Commulsnl or Adjatant
Pof Uuldes ave nb once Sinporlot and delightiul, 10 s
"his duby in tiwme of pewcs to {6 himsell” Gor lending
faviies during war,  This aveessitnbes hin Nieing o
fubanbly on bhe move, wed making Divsel! ol his
fuen aequaninbed with the country in every  guurler,
tTu short, iU is o voving commizsion, sl to n man of
“spivib aud  ability, one of the finest appointinents
¢ imaginable,

¢ I ihiuk Hodson will do it justiee, JITo ix ono of the
‘linesk young fullows I know, aud a thorough suldier in
* his heart.’
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10,000 horsemen and o thousand guns are coming
(in true native styls), but to slop o see whether it
may ol really be only a common eart and a fow wild
horsemen who are kicking up all the dust: to eall
twenby-live by its right name, and not say fif?y for
short, a8 mosl natives do.  This of cowrse wants a
greal deal of covelal jnstruetion aml attention,
Heyond this, Lhe oflicers should give a tolerably correct
shketeh and reporl of any couniry through which they
miny s, be en fuit ol voules and mesns of feeding
troops, aml ahove all (and here you eome elose upon
politieal duties), keep an eye on the doings “of the
neighbours’ and the state of the eountry, so as 1o Le
able Lo give such information us may lead Lo any out-
break Deing nipped in the bud,  This is the tkeory,
whnb the prectice moy Le I'll tell you some day or
other when I know. Ilitherto I have been making
wysell generally useful under the ehiel’ engineer, and
learuing Lo survey., One has {o Lurn one’s hand to
everybhing il one wighes to gob on.

Meanwhile, I am busily collecling every specics of
information about the people and the land they live
in. JTard work wud Lutigne, of course, but a splendid
opening aud opportunity for making onesell known
nnd HECessury,

Deenanvosui, darel r4th 1848,
The night your lelier renched me, Napier (our
chiel engineer) and I were encamped on a spur of
geass land sepurating bwo streams of the river
¢ Chukkir,! aud had been so for somo duys. That
evening it began to rain (if a sluice of water, appa-
veully slewek docn from the keacens hy u flood of the
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fieveest lightning, ean be called en), and for thirly-
six hours the torvent descended without iniermission,
as only Asiatic storms ean descend. At length o
pause ensued, and the sky was vigible, ad we emerged
from our sodden tents only to be threntencd with waler
in a worse form. The hills, valleys, and mountuins begun
to send down to ns what they bad so plentilully received
from above, and the hitherto quict stream, whose wide
stony channel surrounded ue, was in a single honr a
powerful torrent, tearing over the country as if o
prove what it ecould do. By one of the singular {reaks
eommon to all tropical rivers, it dammed up one of its
own widest outlets by the quaniity of stuncs which
it brought along with it, and came tearing down
the one nearest to us. Across this, not a hmndred
yards from our tents, we had just built a powerful
breakwaler some gixteen feet wide, lut the waler
quictly walked over, under, and round it; roared,
gronmed, slormed, and swelled angrily for fwo hows,
and our breakwater was a ¢ thing ol history:’ meantime,
we were gradually getting more and more surrounded
with water, it rose and rose until only four inchus
were wanting to st us well alloat. The pegs of my
tent-ropes were undermined, and n notice to quit wus
as plainly written on the [hee of the water as ever on
a legal process. There was but one way of eseape, o
mustering the whole of a neighbouring village, we
loaded all our valuables and moveables on their backs,
and made a dash at the hamlet. Onee having sue-
ceeded in turning us out, the valiant Chukkir was
eontent, and we slept in our tents as usual, but not
without, as it turned ont, considerable risk of finding
ourselves landed in some unknown field on waking,
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When this lood subsided, it appeared that {he seene
ol onr wnlortunate dam had become the deepest part
of the clumnel, and the old course ehinked wilh stones
and bonlders which you and I conldn’t lilt in o week
of Sundays.  Is nol this an ineident.
Sinee 1 wrote lust, in eonsequenee of vepresentations
T sent 1o head quartors as te the amonnt of plunder-
ing going ou, a lurge parly of horse, with onc of the
principal chiefs, was sout ont here, with direclions to
act on ihe information I gave them. We have
aceordingly had a robber-hunt on a large and tolera-
bly suceesslul seale. Numbers have been caunght.
One shot pour encourager los anfres, and we have
iraces of others, so that my quict practiee (originally
for my own amusement and information) has been
very uselul to the State. T found out the greatest
part of it by sending clover fellows disguised as
“ faqueers’ (you know whatl they are, I think ;—ueli-
gious begpars) fo the different villages to talk to the
people and learn their doings.  Some of the stories of
Sikh violence, cruclty, and treachery which I have
picked up are almost beyond belief. The indifference
of these people to human life is something appalling.
I could hardly get them to give a thought or altermpt
an inquiry as to the identity of a man whom I found
dead, evidently by violence, by the roand-side yester-
day morning ; and they were hornfied at the thonght
of tying up or confining a sacred ox, who had gored
“his thirteenth man the evening before last! They
told me plainly that no one had a right to complain
of being hurt by so venerable a beast.
In such pursnits, combined with surveying, my
time passes away tolerably well. I am alone again,
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Napicer having gone to Lahore; but this is & sweet
place, and I am staying in a pleasant summer-house
of Runjeet Singh’s, in the midst of a fine garden or
grove of mango snd orange trees.

Caxe o Raver, March 2oth, 1848,
Just as I had compleled my somewhat lengthy
reply to your question, I was interrupted by a comel-
rider, who had come in Lot haste with a letier (rom
Sir F. Currie at Lahore, with the most agreeable in-
telligence in the world—wveild,

‘My praw Mr, Honsow,—Pray knock ol your
¢ present work, and eome into Lamhore as quickly as
£ yon can,

“ I want to send you with Mr, Agnew to Mooltan.
¢ Mr. Agnew storls immediately with your aequaint-
‘ ance, Sirdah Sumshere Singh, to assume the govern-
f ment of that provines, Moolraj having sent in lis
¢ vesignation of the Nizfmut, Lientensnt Decher is
“ to be Agnew’s permanent assistant, lut he eannot
¢ join just now, and I wish you to go with Agnew, It
“is an fmporfent mission, and one that, I think, you
“will like to be employed in. When relieved hy
¢ Becher, you will join {he Guides at Lahore, and Le
“employed also as assistant to the resident, The
' sooner you come the better.

¢ Yours sincerely, .,
¢F. Curmrs’

The last line of Sir Frederick's letter was not lost
on me, and to keep up my character for locomotion, I
started at daybreak for Deenanuggur, finishing off my
work en roule, remained there the rest of the day o
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wind up malters and add my sarveying sketch to the
large plan I had commenced beforehand, and huwied
onwards this morning. You will perceive that T
have erossed the Dodb, and an now wriling on the
banks of the Ravee, some sixly miles above Lahore,
I marched twenty-fonr and a Lalf miles with feng
and baggage this morning, and hope to continne
at that pace, with the differcnce of marching by
night, the weather having suddenly become very hot
indeed.

T am much interested in the thought of going {o
80 new a place as Mooltan—nevw, that is to shy, to
Europeans, yet so imporlant from position and com-
merce. The only dmwback is the heat, which i
notorious throughout Western India, 1 am nob
aware, however, that it is otherwise unhealihy,

As you may suppose, I am much gratified Ly the
appointment, both for its own sake and also s
evincing so very favourable and kindly a disposition
toward mysell on the part of the new potentale,

To his Sister.
Caxe, March 29th, 1848,

Of incidents to amuse you I have not mauny to
narrate, save the usual *moving’ ones by ‘flood and
field” On the 18th I was very nearly becoming a
damp unpleasant corpse to celebrate my birthday.
In attempting a ford, my horse sank up to the girths
in a quicksand. I managed to extricate myself and,
dry land being near, he got up without dumage,
Sending a man shead, I tried again in another place,
Here it was fair to the eye bui false to the foot.
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Down he went again, this time in deeper walcr, and
got me under him Dy struggling. Ilowever, I
realized the old proverb, and escaped with a good
ducking and & mouth{ul of my native element, relder
griltty. Next I tried a camel, bul the brule wenl
down ab thie fiest stride. So giving it up in despair, I
put on dry clothes, and fhen waded through the viver.
Not content with one atlempt on my existence,
the horse gave me a violent kick the sume evening
when I went np to him to ask ‘How d’ye do” 8o I
completed my year, in spite of mysell; as it were.

Lanogre, April and,

Since the above was written, I have suveceded in
reaching the metropolis, as yon see, at a preater cx-
penditure of animal heat and fatigne than I have
gone throngh [or some time. I was very Diendlily
snd plensantly greeted by Sir T, and Lady Currie, aud
tumbled at onee again into the tide of eivilization—Ilonf
bread, avm-chairs, hats, and ladics—as philosophically
as if Ihad been for months in the calm and unvestrained
enjoyment of such luxuries,

On my arvival, I found that the armangement pro-
posed in Sir I'. Currie’s note had already hecomo
matter of history, stef of fact. The new one iy still
better for me. I am to remain at Lalore, and be an
assistant to the Resident, having my Guide duties to
discharge also, when Luunsden acrives from Peshawur
with the Corps. He is expected in {wenty days,
Nothing could possibly have been Lotter lor me, I
shall have the udvantage of learning in lhe best
school, head-quarters, and have many more oppor-
tunities of making myself ‘generally uselul! I am
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most rejoiced at the plan, and Sir F. Curric’s con-
siderate kindness in devising it. We wont say
anything of the regularity or consistency of muking
s man of two and o hall yems service, and who has
passedd no examination, a politieal offieer, nor will we
be ungrateful coough o say that he is unfit for the
appointment, but that he should do his utmost to
show that the rule is more honoured “in the breach
ihan in the obscrvance.

Resroewoy, Lawors, dpril 166k, 1848,

I shall not have the same variety {o chronicle
now that I scem to be fixed here, but more inlerest
and a higher style of work. Since I wrote last I
have been six hours a day employed in court, hearing
petilions and appeals in all manner of cases, civil and
eriminul, and in matters of vevenue, as there are but
iwo officers so employed. You, perhaps, will eom-
prohend ihat the duty is no sinceure. It is of vast
importance, and I sometimes feel a half' sensation of
modesty coming over me at being sel down to
adminisler justice in such matters so enrly, and with-
out previous iraining. A little praetice, patience,
and reflection settle most coses o one’s satisfuclion,
however; and one must be content with substantial
‘justice as distinguished from technical law, In any
point of diffieulty one has always an older heal to
refer to, and meanlime, one hos the satisfaction of
knowing that oneis independent and untrammelled
gave by a voery simple code. Some {hings, such as
senteneing a man to imprisonment for seven years
for killing a cow, are rather stariling o one’s ideas of
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right and wrong; but then to kill a cow is to break a
law, and to distarb the public peace—perhaps eanse
bloodshed ; so the law is vindieated, and onc’s con.
seience saved. I have many other duties, such ns
finishing my map, for which I was sarveying at
Deenanugerur ; cceasionally translating an  offieial
document ; going to Durbars, &ec.; and when the
Guides arrive (on the 20th) I shall have Lo nssist in
drilling and instrneting them; to say nothing of
“geeing {hat their quarters arve prepared, and every-
thing ready for them. T am not, thercfore, idle, and
only wish I had time fo read.

On the 26th he writes from Lahore :—

I mentioned to you that Sir F. Currie’s plan of
sending me to assist Agnew at Moollan had been
altered, and that Anderson had gone with him in my
stead. At the time I was disposed to be disappoinied;
but we vever know what is for onr good. In this
case I should doubtless have ineurred the horrible
fate of poor Anderson and Agnew. DBoth these poor
fellows have been Dbarbarously murdered by the
Mooltan troops.

He then gives a detailed account of their
tragical fate, and the treachery of the villain
Moolraj, and adds :—

The Sikh Durbar profess their inability to cocrce
their rebel subject, who is r-npidl;,r collecting a lakge
army, and strengthening himself in the proverhm]ly

strong fort of Mooltan,

One cannot say how it will end. The necessary
delay of five months, till after the raivs, will give

S ———
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time for all the disallected to gather together, and no
one ean say how [ar the infection may extend, The

Sikhs were right in saying, * We shall have one more
fight for it yet.

Lasmons, May 7tk

I oxpect to bo busy in catching a party of rascals
who have been trying to pervert our Sepoys by Lribes
and promises, We have n clue to them, and hope to
+take them in the act, We are surrounded hore with
treachery., No man can say who is implieated, or
how far the freason lns sprend. The life of mno
Buitish officer, away from Lahore, is worth a week's
purchase., It is a pleasant sort of government to
prop up, when their head-men conspire against you
and their troops desert you on the slightest temp-
tation.

Lumsden, the commandant of the Guides, and I
want something sensible for the protection of our
heads from sun and blows, from coups de soleil equally
with coups d'épde. There is a kind of leathern helmet
in the Prussian service whith is light, serviceable, and
neat, Will you fry what you can do in the man-
millinery line, and send me a brace of good helmets ?
We don’t want ornament; in fact, the plainer the
better, as we should always wear a turban over them,
Lut strong, and light as a hat. I have no doubt your
taste will be approved. I hope this wont be a bore
{0 you, but one’s head wants prnteai:mg in these
Bturmj' days.

The helmets on their arrival were pro-
nounced ‘ maddening.” 'This was the first of a

r
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series of commissions connected with the
clothing and arming of the Guide Corps,
which was left mainly, il not entirely, in my
brother's hands, and was a matter of much
interest to him. The colour sclected for their
uniform was ‘drab,” as most likely to make
them invisible in a land of dust. Even a
member of the Socicty of Friends could
scarcely have objected to send oub drub
clothing for goo men, but to this suceceded
directions to seleet the pattern of, and send
out, 300 rifled carbines, which seemed scarcely
a clerical business. The result, however, was
satisfactory, and in the following year my
brother wrote :—

Many thanks [or the lrouble you have taken about
the elothing for the Guides, B8ir C. Napicr suys
they are the only properly dressed light troops he
has secn in India,

Canr, DEENANUGGER, Juna 5th, 1848,

You will hardly have been prepared to hear that I
am once more on the move, rushing about the
country, despite climate, heat, and romours (the most
alarming).

I wrote last the day after our successful eapture of
the couspirators, whom I had the satisfaction of see-
ing hung three days later. I then {iried a slight
fever as o variety fm'_ two days; and on the 14th
started to “bag’ the Ranee in her abode beyond the
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Rlavee, she having Leen convieted of complicity in
tho designs of the conspirators, Lumsden and myself
were deputed by the Resident to call on her, and inti-
mate that her presence was urgently required. A
detachment was ovdered out to support us, in case any
registanee should be offered. Tortunately it was not
required, as the Rance complied at onee with our
‘ polite” reqnest to come nlong with ue. Instend of
being taken to Lahove, ns she expected, we carried
her off to Kann Kuteh, on the Foozepoor road, where
a party of Wheeler's Irregulars had lLeen seut to
receive her. It was very hanl work—a long night
march to the fort, and o fourteen hours’ ride across
to Kana Kuteh, whence I had two lhours’ gallop into
Lahore to rveport progress, making sixteen homs in
the saddle, in May, when the nights ave hot. On
the next Sunday night I was off again, to try and
seize or disperse a party of hiorse and foot collected by
a would-be holy man, Maliaraja Singh, said to amount
to four or five hundred. I made a tremendous
march round by Umritsur, Byrowal-Ghat on the Beas,
and np that river'd bank to Mokeria, in the Jullundor
Doitb, whenee I was prepared to cross during the
night with a party of cavalry, and attack the raseals
unawares. Everything sncceeded admivably up to
the last, when I found that he had received notice
from o rogue of o native magistrate that there would
be attempls made to seize him, when he fairly bolted
poross the Ravee, and is now infesting the Dedl
between that river and the Chenab. I have scoured
this part of the country (which my late surveys
enabled me to traverse with perfect ease), got posses-
sion of every boat on the Ravee from Lahore to the
F I
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Hills, placed horsemen at every ferry, and been
bullying the people who supplied the Saint wilh
provisions and arms. I have a vegiment of Irregular
Horse (Skinner's) with me, and full powers to sum-
raon more, if necossary, from the Jullundur Dofth.
Menantime, a party from Lubove are sweeping romnd
to intercept the fellow, who is geiling strong by
degrees; and I am going to dash acvoss ot midnight
with a handful of cavalry, and sec if I cannot beal up
the country between this and Wuzeerabad, I am
very well, hard at work, and enjoying the thing very
much, , I imagine this will be the sort of life we ghall
lead about once a week till the Panjab is annexed.
Every native official has fraternized with the rebels

he was ordered to eateh,

Laueny, July gth, 1848,

I wrote last from Deenannggur, on the eve of
crossing the Ravee to look after the Gooroo, Maharaja
Singh, I remained in the Reelmal Doflb some days,
hunting up evidence and punishing transgressors.

I was very fairly successful in obtaining informa-
tion of the extent of the eonspiracy, which has been
keeping the whole ecountry in a ferment these iwo
months past. Al that has occurred is cleasly
traceable {o the Rance (now happily deported) and
her friends, and has been earrvied out with a fearfil
amount of the blackest trenchery and basencss, There
have been stirring evenis gince I wrote Inst. Twice
within a fortnight has Herbert Edwardes fought and
defeated the Mooltan rebels in pitched battles, and
has succeeded, despite of treacherous foes and doubtful
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frionds, in driving them into the fort of Mooltan,
Uis success has been only less splendid than the
energy and cournge which he has shown thronghout,
especially that high moval courage which dofies re-
spongibility, risks, self-interest, and all clse, for the
good of the State, nud which, if well direeted, scems
to command forbune and ensure suceess, I have been
longing to be with him, though aller my wonder-
fully narrow escape of being mmrdered with poor
Agnew al Mooltan, T may well be content to leave
my movements in other hands. I was summoned
into Lahore suddenly (as usual') to take eommand
of the Guides and charge of Lumeden’s duties for
him, as Le had been sent down the river towards
Bliawulpoor. I came in the whole distance (one
hundred miles), with bag and baggage, in sixty hours,
which, considering that one ean’t travel at all by day,
and not more than four miles an hour by night,
required a great amount of exertion and persevernnce.
It is strange that the natives always kunock up sooner
{han we do on a®march like this. The cavalry were
ning days on the road, and grumbled then! Iknow
few things more faliguing than when exhansted by
the heat of the day, to have to mount at nightfall,
and ride slowly thronghout the night, and for the
two most disagreeable hours of a tropical day, viz.,
those after sunrise. One night, on which I was
making a longer march than usual, had a fearful
effect on o Buropenn regiment moving npon Feroze-
poor, the same hot night- wind, which had completely
prostrated me for the time, fell upon the men as
they halted at o well to drink; they were [y
heaten, aud lay down for a fow minutes to pant.
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When they arose to continue their mareh, a eaptain
and nine or ten men were lelt dead on the ground!
It wos the simoom of Africa in miniature. T have
happily escaped fever or sickness of any kind, and
have nothing to complain of but excessive wenkness,
Quinine will, I trost, soon set me up agnin,

A —

Laxonr, Sept. 3red, 1848,

We have had stirring times lately, though I per-
sonally have had little share in them., Mooltan is at
last invested, and we expect daily to hear of its full.
Mennwhile, o new ontbreak has ocenrred in Huzhen,
a wild hilly region on the lelt bank of the Indus,
above Attok, where one of the powerful Sirdars has
raised the standard of revolt.

I suppose I may say to you at o great a distance,
what T must not breathe here, that it is now morally
certain that we have only eseaped, by what men
call chance and accidents, tho cffects of a general
and well-organized conspiracy againkt British supre-
" macy in Upper India. Our “ally’ Gholal Singh, the
creature of the trealy of 1848, the hill triles, the whaole
Punjab, the chiels of Rajpootans, and the states
round Umbdla and Kurndl, and even the King of
Cabul, I Delieve, have been for months and months
securely plotting, without our having more than the
merest hints of local disturbances, against the supre-
macy of the British Government. They were to
unite for one vast effort, and drive us back upon the
Jumna. This was to be again the boundary of British
India. The rising in Mooltan was to be the signal,
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All was prepared, when a quarrel between Moolraj
and the {reachorous khan, S8ingh Mén, who was seut
to commence the war, spoilt their whole scheme.
The proud Rajpoot, Ghelab Singh, relused to follow
in the wale of o Mooltan merchant, and the merchant
wonld not yield to the soldier. We have seen the
mere chullitions of the storm, the bubbles which
float ot the surface. I believe that now we are sale
from a general rising, and that the fall of Mooltan
will put o stop to mischief, If, however, our rulers
resort again to half mensures, if a mutinons army is
retained in exislence, the evil day will return again.
Absolute supremney has been, I think, long demon-
steated to be our only salety nmong wild and treache-
rous races. Mwderation, in the modern sense, is ihe
greatest of all wenkness.

Sept. 18¢h, 1848,

You will have seen that our troops have been hard
at it in Mooltan, and now I have to tell you that it
has all been in vain; Rajah Shere Singh, and the
whole of our worthy Sikh allies, have joined the
rebel Moolenj, and General Whish has been compelled
to raise the siege and retire.

I have just despatched every available Guide to
try and get quietly into the far-famed fort of
Govindghnr, and hope in a few hours to hear of
their success. They have forty friends inside, and
only a few score wavering enemies, I have not a
moment which I ean eall my own, and have put off
this (which is merely an sssurance that I am alive
and very well) to the last moment, so as to give you
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the latest tidings., Iam all agog at the prospect of
stirring times, and the only single drawback is the
fear that you all will be very anxious. I shall net,
however, run my head unnecessarily into a scrape,
and see no cause for your frightening yourselves.

One- comfort is, that the farce of native govern-
ment has been played out. It was an experiment
honestly tried, and as honestly a failure,

A few days later he says :—

My Guides have covered themselves with glory
{nnd dust) by the way in which they got into, and got
posscssion of, the famed fort of Govindghur. A
hundred of my men, wnder a native officor—a fine
lnd of about twenty, whom I have petted a good
deal—went up quielly to the gates, on pretence of
escorting fowr State prisoners (whom I had put in
irous for the oeccasion), were allowed 1o geb in, and
then threw up their eaps, and took possession ol the
palewny, despite the scowls, and threats, and all but
open resistance of the Sikh garvison. A day after-
wards a regiment marched [rom Laliore, and went
into garrison there, and so Runjeet Singh’s treasure-
fort is fairly in our hands.

Now, 1at, 1848,

I left Lohore—but stay, I must get there frst.
Well, I wrote from Ramnuggur, on the Chenaly, last;
whence, after a fruitless séjour of six days, in the vain
hope of meeting Mus, George Lawrence, I retorned
suddenly to Lahore Ly an order which reached me
the evening of the sth, I started at sunset, and
pushing my way on various borrowed steeds across
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that dreary region during the night, accompanied Ly
n single camel-rider,.I reached Lahore, a dislance of
seventy miles, by nine the following morning.

On the 8th 1 was o[l again al daybreak on a longor
journey still, having to cross the country to Brigadier
Wheeler's camp in the Jullundur Dodb, to convey
orders to him relative to the rveduction of two re-
bellions forts in the Dodb, between the Ravee and
Beas, A fgrind’ of some twenty-six hours on camel-
back, with the necessary stoppages, took me to the
camp, whenee (beeanse I had not had enongh) I re-
crossedl the Beas the same night, after examining
and veporting on the siatc of the ferries by which the
troops were to follow me. This time T wns escorted
Ly a troop of Irregular Horse, and being thercby,
according to my cslimation of Sikh prowess, rendered
tolerably independent, I marched the next morning
for the fort of Rungur Nuggul, some fourteen miles
from the right bank of the Beas,

On approaching it, and the village which coveraed
one side of it, I was weleomed by a discharge of
matehlocks, &e., 0s a sort of bravado, which served to
point out exactly the range of my friends’ pieces. I
lost no time in getting the horsemen into a secure
position (which means, one equally good for fighting
or running away), and advanced undor shelter of the
trees,and sugar-canes to within easy distance of the
fort. Hence I despatched a message to the rebels, to
say that if they did not come to reason within an hour,
they should have no choice but that between cold steel
or the gallows. The hour elapsed without result, so
mentally consigning the garrison to annihilation, I
set to work to recounoitre the ground round the fort.
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This aceomplished—with no farther interruption than
a shower of wnpleasant Imllets when I venlured too
near—1I sat down, and drew a little peneil plan of the
ground and fort, despatched a trooper with it to the
Brigadier, and then retired to a little village abont a
mile off for the night. Anocther day and night
passed in this precarions fashion, without (as is my
usnal fate), servants, elothes, or traps, until at length
my own men (Guides) arrived from Lahore with my
bagzape and horses, I could now muster a hundred
rifles, and eighty horsemen, so we set to work to
invest the place, being the only way to render the
escape of the rebels difficult or impossible. The fort,
though very small, was immensely strong, and well
garvisoned with desperadoes, and we had sharp work
of it during the two nights and day which elapsed
Lefore the Brigadier* appeared with his troops. By
keeping my men scattered about in parties, under
eover, the superiority of their weapons enabled them to
gall the defenders of the fort whenever they showed
their heads, day or night, and whenever they made
sally they got driven back with the loss of one or
two of their companions. At last {he Brigadier
appeared, pounded the place with hiz guns during the

¥ Batract firom Despatel of Brioapier WIEELER fo fhe
ADJUTART-GENERAT.

Caxre, Ruwour Nuacur, Oct. 15th, 1848,

¢ Lient. W. 8. Hodson, with: his detnchment of Corps
¢ of Guides, has done mbst excellent serviee, and by his
¢ daring boldness, and that of his men, gained the admi-
¢ ration of all.’
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day, and let the garrison eseape at night. Then
came the bore of destroying the empty fort, a work
which consumed a week of incessant labour, and
forty-one mines loaded with an aggregate of S8oco
pounds of powder. Having destroyed house, fort,
stables, and everything, and removed the grain and
property, we at length moved on to a second fort,
called  Morara,” about a mile from the left bank of the
Ravee, near thisplace. I cannot now go into details of
the sccond failure of the Brigadier in attempling to
punish the rebels, for they Lolted before he fired a
shot, nor of my attempts to prevent their escape.
I have had loads of work, what with soldiering,
providing supplics for the foree, and all the multifarions
duties which come on the shoulders of a “politieal’
ont here. I am quite well, and the wenther is lovely,
so work is easy comparatively, and an aclive life like
this is, as you know, my particular weakness. I hope
Lo cross the Ravee in a few days with the troops eol-
locting' to pumish the vebel (or patriot) Bikh army.
We want 8ir C. Napier -sadly,. What with the
incapacity shown at Mooltan, and the dilatory pro-
. ceedings at head-quarters, our reputation is suffering
cruelly, and every one knows that that is a stain only
to be dyed out in blood. Every week’s delay adds
thousands to our present foes and futore vietims,

To kis Sister,
Dzrw.nmmm: Dee. 4th, 1848,
You must not suppose that because T have written
twice from this place that therefore I have been here
all the time, On the contrary, I have been inces-
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santly on the move. So much so as to have pretty
nearly established a elaim to the medal [or discovering
perpetual motion, I have been moving in an orbit
whose gyrations have been confined to a space bounded
Ly the Chenab and the Beas, and & line drawn E. and
W. through Umritsur and Lahore, Nemrly the whole
of this vast frack’ of country has been under my
sole charge. I have had also to feed an army daily
of gooo odd fighting men, 2000 odd horses, and
14,000 to 15,000 camp followers, Also to take care
of and work my Guides; to point out the haunts and
obtain information of the strength of ‘the enemy,’
and give him over to the tender mercies of fire and
sword ; ifem, to fight him personally; ifem, to destroy
six forts, and sell by auction the property therein
found; ifem, to be civil to all comers; ifem, to report
all the said doings daily to Government; ifem, to
march ten {o twenty miles a day at a slow pace;
ifem, to cat, drink, dress, and sleep, to rest ome-
self from all these labours, In the above com-
pendious epitome of the-work of that much-alused
and ill-used elass ealled ¢ politicals’ in India, you will,
I trust, observe no vacant places or ‘hiati’ in which
you would expect to see inseribed, ¢ ifem, to write to
one’s friends”’ Wo; one is a while slave, and no
mistake; day and night, early or late, week day or
Sunday, one is the slave of the public, or rather of
the Government, to a degree which cannot be eredited
until it is experienced. 'The departure of Brigadier
Wheeler across the Beas, and therefore out of my
beat, Lins made a slight break in the work, but there
is still more than I can get through in the day, I
am grinding my teeth all the time at being kept
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away [rom the scene of what must Le the grand
strugrle between the cow-killers and ecow-worship-,
pers on the banks of the Chenab.

On the 8th of last month I marched hence to
overtake DBrigadier Wheeler and his troops, and
accompany them across the Ravee. On reaching
the river, I represonted o the Brigadicr (who of
course does not kunow fuiend from Ffoe until he is
told) the urgenf necessity ol attacking a party of
insurgents who were within fourteen miles of us, but
could not persuade him fo do so. The old genlleman
was intent on pushing on to the main army, flatter-
ing himsell he was going 1o command a division of
it.  When within twenly-five or thivty miles of the
head-quarter camp at Ramnoggur, I rode over to
Lahove, and talked to Sir I, Currie, who was just
despatehing an express to me about these very people
we had left unailacked two days before. He sent
me off there and then to see the Commander-in-
Chief, who was very polite; asked my opinion (and
acted on it too!); told meall his plans for earrying on
the war; and on my telling him the facts of the
case, sent an order to the Brigadier to retrace his
steps, and attaclk the party he had passed by at
once, with something very like a rap over the
knuekles. After a delay of some days, caused by
o sudden counter sammens 1o move to reinforee
Campbell,* who was vainly expecting that the Singhs
would fight, we at length turned bLack for Kuldll-
wiéla, the name of the fort oceupied by my friends,
We got avithin twenty-five miles of it on the 20ih,

* Bir Colin.
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and T urged the Brigadier Lo move on like lightning,
and crush them, Ile would not, and began {o make
ghort marches, so I wns compelled to out-manacuvre
him by a beld stroke, On the morning of the a1st
I left his camp, aud pushed on some ten miles to
place on the straight road for Kuldllwéla. Ilere
was a fort Dbelonging io a doubtlul Sirdar, and I
determined 1o get poesession of it if possible. I had
with me only 1co men, and the enemy was only
eight miles off with 4ooo—rabble, to be sure, and
fellows who have no heart for fighting; Lut the
odds were great, and it was necessary to put a bold
face on matters. I therefore ¢ boned’ the Chiel’s
two confidential servauts, who were in his dwelling-
house outside the fort, and taking one on each side of
me, walled up to the gateway, and demanded admis-
sion ; they hesitated, and made excuses. I signi-
ficantly hinted that my two companions should be
responsible if a shot was fired ; the stout Sikh heart
foiled, and I was admitted. My proceeding was
justified, and rendered most opportune by the dis-
covery that the garrison were preparing mumtions of
war, mounting guns, and looking sancy. I tmned
them out by the same means as I had gained ad-
mittance, viz.,, by hinling that if any resistance was
made the headmen by my side were.doomed. Putting
in sixteen of my Guides to hold it until farther orers,
I took up my quarters outside for the night, and pre-
pared to attack another small mud fort near at hand
in the morning,
However, my friends ran away in the night in a
fright, and thus I had opened the road to Kuldllwila
without firing a shot. In the morning I marched
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with my little party towards the enemy, sending back
a messenger to the Brigadier to say that I was close
to the place, and that if he did not come on sharp
they wonld run away or overwhelm me, ITe was
dreadfully angry, but came on like n good Loy !
When within a mile or so of the fort, T halled my
party to allow his column to get up nearer, and as
soon as I could see it, moved on quictly, The suse
told to perfoction ; thinking they had only 100 men
and mysclf to deal with, the Sikhs advaneed in
strength, thirty to one, to meet me, with colours
flying and drums beating,  Just then a breeze
sprung up, the dust blew aside, and the long line
of horsemen coming on rapidly behind my party
burst upon their senses. They turned instantly,
and made for the fort, so leaving my men to advance
quietly alter them, I galloped up to the Brigadier,
pointed out the flying Sikhs, explained their Pposition,
and begged him to charge them. Ho melted from
his wrath, and told two regiments of Trregulars to
follow my guidance. On we went at the gallop, cnt
in amongst the fugitives, and punished them fagy.
fully, The unfortunate wretches had eause to e
the day they turned rebels, for we left them thickly
on the ground as we swept along., I had nover
charged with cavalry before, or come so directly into
hand to hand conflict with the Sikh, save of course
in the trenches at Sobraon. Alout 300 to 400
escaped into the fort, while the remainder threw
down their arms and dispersed over the country,
The garrison ran away daring the night, uofor.
tunately, and we had only to take peaceful possession
in the morning, We had killed some 250 to g00



80 KULALLWALA.

of them, which will be a lesson to them, L hope, My
men got into the village contigoous to the fort early,
while we pitched into those of the enemy who re-
muined behind, to a preat extent. Since then we
have been pursuing other parties, but only eame into
collision with them to a very trifling extent once,
They had learnt how to ran away beautilully, The
Brigadier has grown quite active, and very fond of me
since that day at Kuldllwila, though he had the wit
to see how very ‘Lrown I had done him’ by making
him mareh two marehes in one.*

Jan, 1840,

T have just completed the first series of my duties
in this Doflb, by driving the last party of the insur-
gents across the Chenab.

As soon as I had scttled matters a little at Deenn
nuggur, and made some mrangements to prevent
further troubles if possible, I erossed the Ravee again,
and got upon the track of the rebel party who had

* .Eﬂraaﬂﬁam an Order issued by BricADIER-GENERAL
WoEsLER,

* Canmp, Eundnnwina, Now 23rd, 1848,

¢ The dotachment of the Corps of Guides moved in the
¢ morning direct on the village, whilst the other troops
‘ were moving on the fort. It was occupied in foree by
¢ the ememy, who were dislodged in o most spivited manner,
*and the place afterwards retained as commanding the
¢ works of the fort, the men keeping up a shurp five on all
* who showed themselves, The thanks of the Brigadier-
¢ General arve due to Lisut. Hodson, not only for his
 gervices in the flald, but for the information with which
¢ he furnished him, and he offers them to him and to his
f men,’
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given ns so much trouble. On the 15th, T heard that
a large party had collected at a village called Gumrolah
(near Dulferwal), but they had so many spies in my
camp, that it was difficult to avoid their ken; at the
game time their tendency to run nway made a surprise
the only fensible mode of reaching them. We there-
fore turned in as usual at night, but soon after mid-
night I aroused my men, and got them under arms
and off before any one was aware of our move. I
had with me one hundred of my Guides and [ifteen
SOWALE, .

We marched quictly but swiltly all night, and came
upon the insurgents just at daybreak. I had ridden
forward about half-n-mile, with a couple of sowars, to
reconnoitre, and got unobserved within 250 yards of
the insurgents, numbering af least 150 horse and foot,

They looked at me, and hesitated whether to come
at me or not, apparently, whilo I heckoned to the
remaining sowars to come up. I was in great hopes
that they would have waited for ten minules, by
which time my men would have been up, with their
rifles, and we should have given a good account of
them. However, before five minutes had elapsed, they
moved off sulkily like a herd of frightened deer, half
alarmed, hall in doubt, I saw at once that thera was
but one chance left, and determined to go at them as
I was—ihough 15 to 150 is an imprudent attempt.

The instant we were in motion they fled, and had
gone half-a-mile before we could overtake them; the
mounnted men got off, buta party of Akhalees* on fook
stopped and fought uns, in some insbances very fiercely,

* Tanatics,
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One fine bold * Nihung’ beat oll four sowars one after
another, and kept them all at bay. I then went at
him myself, fearing that he would kill oné of them,
He instantly roshed to mect me like a tiger, closed
with me, yelling, * Wah Guooroo ji,’ and sccompany-
ing each shout with a lerrific blow of his tulwar. I
guarded the three or four [ivst, but ho pressed so
closely to my horse’s rein that I conld not get a fuir
cut in retorm., At length I pressed in my turn upon
him so sharply that he missed his Llow, and I eanght
his tulwar backhanded with my bridle hand, wronehed
it from him, and cut him down with the right, having
received no further injury than o severe cut across the
fingers ; I never beheld such desperation and fary in
my life. It was not fuman scavccly., By this time
the rest of the party had gone a long way, and as we
had already pursued further than was prodent, where
the spectators even were armed, nnd awaiting the
result, I was obliged to half, not without a growl at
General Wheeler for having left me without any men,
‘We had killed one more than our own number, how-
ever, and five more were so severely wounded that they
were removed on © charpoys,”

I insert here a portion of Bir F. Curric’s
despatch to the Governor-Geeneral with refe-
rence to this affair, with the Governor-
Greneral’s reply.

They will show the high opinion enter-
tained at the time of my brother’s services by

his superiors,
Lamore Presroexcy, Jan. 6, 1849,

‘ The affair at Buddee Pind was a most
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¢ gallant one—far more so than Ideutenant
‘ Hodson’s modest statement in his letter
“ would lead me to suppose. I have accounts
‘ from parties who were eyewitnesses to the
¢ personal gallantry and energy of Licutenant
* Hodson, by whose hand, in single conflict, the
¢ Akhalee, mentioned in paragraph s, fell, after
* he had beaten off four horsemen of the 15th
¢ Native Cavalry, and to whose bold activity
¢ and indefatigable excrtions, and the admiralle
¢ arrangements made by him, with the small
“ means at his disposal, the successful issue of
¢ this expedition is to be attributed.’

To this his Lordship replied as follows,

through his secretary.
From the SeoRETARY To GOVERNMENT fo BIR
F. Ournig, Bart.
“Jan. 14th, 1840,

‘T am directed to request that you will
 convey to Lieuntcnant Hodson the strong
“ expression of the Governor-Greneral's satis-
* faction with his conduct, and with the mode
* in which he discharges whatever duty is en-
¢ trusted to him. The Governor-General has
¢ had frequent occasions of noticing the activity, .
‘ energy, and intelligence of his proceedings,
¢ and he has added to the exercise of the same
¢ qualities on this occasion an exhibition of
¢ personal gallantry which the Governor-

G 2
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¢ (teneral has much pleasure in recording and
* applanding, although Lieutenant odson has
* modestly refrained from bringing it to notice
* himsell.  The Governor-General oflers to
* Lieutenant Hodson his best thanks for these
‘ services.
(Signed) ‘H. M. Evrurorr,
¢ Secretery to the Government of Indis
“with the Governor-General,’

Caxr vxper THE Hines of 1E RAVEE,
Jan, 188, 1840,

+ « o« A fow days afterwards, Lumeden having joined me
with our mounted men, we surprised and cut to pieces
another party of rebels, for which we have again been
thanked by Government. Since then I have been
with Brigadier-Gencral Wheeler's force aguin, employed
in hunting after one Ram Singh and his followers, and
have been day and night at work—examining the hills
and rivers, trying fords, leading columus, and doing
all the multifarions dutics thrust on that unhappy
ecombinatlion of hard work, a f Guide’ and ¢ Political’
inone. Ram Singh’'s position was stormed on the 16th,
and I had been chosen to lead one of the prineipal
columns of attaclk ; but we had to march by a cir-
cuitous route across the hills, darkness eame on,
accompanied by dreadful rain, the rivers rose and wers
impassable, and after twenty-four hours of ithe most
trying work I ever experienced, in which eold, hunger,
and wet were our encmies, we succeeded in reach-
ing our ground just iu time to be too late; however,
I had done all that human natore could effect under
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the cirenmstances, and one cannot always be suceess-
ful. Two poor fellows, one a nephew of Sir R. Peel's,
were killed; otherwiso the loss was trilling on our side.*

We have just received intelligence of another great
fight between the army under Lord Gough and the
Sikhe,t in which tho latter, though Lealen, seem to
have had every advantage given awny to them. Our
loss has been severe, and the mismanagement very dis-
graceful, yet it will be called o victory aund lauded
accordingly., Obh for one month of Sir Chatles
Napior !

Deexavvaaur, Feb, 4th, 1849,

I had one of my narrowest escapes two days ago; I
wenb into Lohove for a few days to see Sir H,
Lawrence (who is again the Resident), and laid relays
of horses along the road to this place, so as to ride in
at once. I left Lahore on the morning of the g1at,
and stopping at Umritsur to breakfast, reached my
camp at nightfall, having ridden one hundred miles
in ten hours and a half, A party of Sikhs had col-

* FEwxtract from an Order issusd by BrigADIER-GRENERAL
Woeerer, C B, dated

¢ Cane pELOw Duntar, Jam 1460, 1840,

¢ This order cannot be closed without the expression of
¢ the Brigadier-General's high opinion of the services of
¢ Lieuts, Lumsden and Hodson, whe have spared no
¢ labour to obtain for him an accurates knowledge of the
¢ mountain of Dullah and its approaches; and Lieuk
¢ Hodson has entitled himself to the sincere thanks of the
¢ Brigadier-General for his endeavours to lead o column
‘ to turn the enemy's position, which failed only from
¢ gauses which rendered success impracticable.’
+ Chillianwalla, Jan, 13th, 1849.
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leeted at a village by the roadside to attack me and
¢ polish’ me off, but not ealenlating upon the rapidily
of my movements, did not expeet me nuntil the morn-
ing, I am sorry to say that they swrounded my
horses which were coming on quietly in the morning,
asked for me, and finding I had eseaped, slole my best
horse (a valnable Avab, who had earried me in threo
fights), and bolted, nel, however, withoul resistance,
for two horsemen (Guides) of mine who were with
the horse tried to save it. Ope got four wounds and
the other escaped unhnrt. Had I ridden like any
other Christian inslead of like a spectre horseman, and
Lieen the usunl lime on the road, I should have Leen
“a body,” We gave chase from hence as soon ns we
heard, and rode for eleven hours and a half in
pursuit ! which was pretty well after a handred miles’
ride the day before.

But my horsa it is anolher's,
Aud it never can be mine |

Canp, Wuzeenanan, Feb. 19eh, 1849,

I have at length reached the © army of the Punjab,’
almost by accident, as itwere, though Iwas most anxious
to be present at the final grand struggle belween the
Khalsa and the British avmies. I am ab present with
my men, attached to a brigade encamped on this (the
left) bank of the Chenal, to prevent the enemy
crossing until Lord Gough is ready to attack them on
the right bank, where he is now encamped with his
whole force minus our brigade. The Sikhs quietly
walked away from him the other day, and instead of
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having their backs to the Jhelum, passed round his
flank, and made steadily for this place, intending,
boldly enough, to mareh upon Lahore. I came across
the DoAb with a handful of men, and reached this
place just as they took up a position on the opposite
bank of the river. At the same moment a Lrigade
arrived by a forced night march from Ramnuggur,
and for the presefit the Sikhs have been sofd. Yot
I should not be surprised at their evading us again,
and going ofl to a higher ford, The game is getting
very exciting, and I am quite enjoying the stir and
bustle of two large armies in the field. The grand
finale musi, one would {hink, come off in o day or two.
It is possible however that, as I eay, the Sikhs may
out-manccuvre us aud prolong the campaign. The
Affghans have joined the Sikhs, contrary to the ex-
- pectations of every one (bat myself), and there is now
no saying where the struggle will end.

The Aflghans are contemptible din fhe plains,
generally speaking; but numbers become formidable,
even if armed with broomsticks.

This was written two days belore the decisive
engagement ol Gogjerat, at which he was pre-
sent, attached to the personal staff of the
Commander-in-Chief. His letter giving an
account of the action was unfortunately lost,
but I subjoin a despatch from the Commander-
in-Chief to the Governor-General :—

¢ Caxe, Evnnana, March 15th, 1840,
* On the re-perusal of my despatch relative to
‘ the operations of February 21st at Goojerat,
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* I regret to find that I omitted to mention the
* names of Lieutenants Lumsden and Hodson of
‘ the corps of Gruides, and Lieutenant Lake of
‘the Engineers, attached to the Political
¢ Department, These officers were most active
“in conveying orders throughout the action,

“and I now beg to bring their names to the

¢ favourable notice of your Lordship.’



CHAPTER V.

ANNEXATION OF FUNJAB,— INCREASE OF CORrs OF
GUIDES AT PESHAWUR~—THANSFER TO OLVIL DEPAILT-
MENT AS ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER.

April Tk, 1849,

OU will have heard of the grent cvents of the last

month; howon the 26th Maveh, the Punjab became
“for ever’ a British Province, governed by a Trinm-
virate; and how the Koh-i-noor was appropriated as
o present to the Queen—and all the rest of it: you
may imagine the turmoil and unrest of this eventful
time; but I defy you to imagine the confusion of the
process which converts a wild native kingdom into
a police-ridden and civilian-governed country.

I had anticipated and wished for this measure, I
did not, however, expeet that it would be carried out
g0 suddenly and so sweepingly as it has been.

I bave been annered ns well ns the Punjab! my
‘gecupation’s gone,” and although efforts have been
and are making for my restoration to ¢ the department,’
yet at present I am shelved. I shall Jmow move
next month. Meanwhile, I am off with the new
Commissioner to instruet him in the details of his
province, which T had governed and won from the
rebels during the last six months, but in which T am
not now accounted worthy to be a humble assistant.
There’s fame! Well, something will tarn up, I sup-
pose. I hope to remain here, however, under the
Commissioner, for a time, that I may get acquainted
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with this wonderful civil system, It is as well to
know how the mill works.

I quile got fond of Lord Gough, I was his guest
at Lahore for a month, and his noble charneter and
fire made one condone his mistakes.

We are now on the © gui vive’ for his successor. I
long for Sir C. Napier, but the Cowrl of Dircctors
seom delermined to hold out,

The Guides are at Peshawur, where I shall probally
join them,

LieutenantFodson’s descent in position upon
the annexation of the Punjab was perhaps un-
avoidable, though it was very natural that he
should feel it. So soon as the country was
placed under the government of the East India
Company, the regulations of the service with
regard to seniority of course took effect, and
it was not to be expected that a subaltern of
less than five years’ standing should be con-
tinued in so important a charge, however well
qualified he might have proved himself for it
in the most trying times. His position alto-
gether had been a peculiar and exceptional one.

‘We shall see, however, that his disappoint-
ment did not prevent his throwing himself
with his usual energy into whatever duties
were asgigned to him,



PESHAWUILL, 01

To ki Brother,
Prsmawur, May 1468, 1840

My stay here is very uncertain, I merely came to
settle affuirs with Lomsden relative to the inercase of
the Guides. Meoautime, I have been much interested
with my first visit to this Affghan province and to
the Indus. You will sce at once that thongh it gives
us o v&r}r'stmug military fronticr, only passable to
armies in half a dozen points, and therefore infinitely
less difficult to hold than a long line of river, which is
ever ‘a gilent highway for nations,’ yot at the same
time we have once more cstablished a footing in
Allghanistan from which there is no receding, as we
did when we went as allies to the puppet Shah Soojah,
Our next stride must be to Heriit, I {ancy ; wien the
day will come no man can say, but * the uncontrollable
principle,’ which, according to Bir R. Peel, took us
there before, will not be the less netive in its opevation
now that we have no longer the court and eamp of
Lunjcet Singh between us and these wild tribes. Itis
to be hoped that © the uncontrollable principle’ will
not appear so wery like an ancontrollable want of it
as it did in days gone Ly! However, zo we must,
and shall seme day—eo hurrah for Cabul |

I wish yon would hit upon some plan for keeping
me more ¢ au fait’ with {he events of your home world,
My time has been oceapied so eonstantly sinee I came
to India, that though I may have made some progress
in the knowledge of men, I have made but little in
that of boods, We are sadly off for military works in
English, and few sciences require more study than
the art of war. You might get me a list of goad
works from the ¢ United Scrvice Iustitution’ at
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Charing Cross. 1 want the best edition of Ciesar pro-
curable; also Xenophon and Arrinn. I faney the lust
has been very well edited.

Prapawur, Juno 8t4, 1840,

This is the first time I have writlen {o you from
Affghanistan,  Who shall say whence my letlers may
be directed within a fow months. Are we Lo advance
on Cabul and Candahar, and plant the Union Jack
once more on the towers of Ghuznee? or ave we to
lie peacefully slumbering on the banks of the Indus?
Are our conquests at an end ? or will it be said of Lord
Dalhousie—

Ultrp eb Garamantas eb Indos
Proferet imperium

My own belief is, that I ghull live to see both ihe
places I have mentioned, and Ilerflt, occupied by -
British troops; af least, I hope so.

I think I told you how it had plensed the Governor-
General {0 reward ‘ my dislinguished scrvices,’ foils,
troubles, and dangers, hy kicking me out of the coach
altogether. Did I not? Well, after that close to
my civil duties, afler having ¢initiated” the new
Commissioner into his doties, T was sent up hither to
sugment recruits and {rain the Guides. And now
daily, morning and evening, I may be scen standing
on one leg lo convince their Affirhan mind of the
plansibility and clegance of the goose step. I am
quite a serjeani-major just mow, and you will well
believe that your wandeving brother is sufficiently
cosmopolized to drop with a certain ¢ aplomb’ into
any line of life which may turn up in the course of
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his career. I was always fond of ‘soldiering,” and
there is a species of absurdity in dropping from the
minister of a province into a drill-serjeant, which is
enlivening. By the next mail I may have to report
my transformation into some new animal. So ¢ vive
la gloive,’

Pramawun, July 196k, 1849,

I hope that you got my letter about sending me
books. Thereis a remarkalle dearth of them heve just
now. You know it was a ilying column whiel came
on herve altor Goojerat, composed of regiments harried
up to the field lvom Bombay, Sevinde, and ITindoostan,
They eame in light marching order. DBooks are not
a part of that style of equipment. Suddenly a
Government order consigned them to Peshawur, for
goven months at lesst—Io,000 men,: with an un-
usually large number of Europeans and officers, and
no books ! Pleasant during the confinement caused by
the hot season. I was belter off, because, being a
nomad by profession, I carry a few books as a part even
of the lightest equipment, but I have read them all
till T am tired, cxcept Shakspeare. Iy time is
pretty fully oceupied, but there are dozens of regi-
mental officers who have not an hour's work in two
duys, and I do pity them from my heart. Then of
course there are no ladies here, and consequently no
socicty, or #éunions (us they are called when people
live together), and people are pitched headlong on to
their own vesources, and find them very durd falling
tndeed ! 1 have nothing persoval to tell you, except
that when the last mail went out I was in bed with
a sharp attack of fever, which left me without
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strength, flesh, or appetite—a regular blazing eastern
fever, the sort of thing which butns so fust, that il it
don’t slop quickly, it burns yon well down into the
socket, and leaves you there without strenglh {o
splutter or flicker, and you go out without the salis-
faction of a last Mlare-up at expiring. I am thankful to
say I am well again now, and picking np strength fast,

They are increasing our corps of Guides to 1000 men,
so that I shall have enough on my hands, especinlly
as our Commandant leaves almost everything to me.
Sir II. Lawrence writes from Simla that T am to Le
appointed an Assistant Commissioner under the new
Board of Adminigtration. I was the only one of the
late Assistants to the Resident who was not included
at first in the new rdgime.

Lanong, Sgpt. rd, 1840.

On my arrival here I found your note of 18lh
June. You may imagine how wild I was with
pleasure ot sceing your handwriting again, as I had
been - deeply anxious since the arrival of my father’s
and George’s leblers of the 4th June. These bronght
me the first tidings of our darling’s death, Happily I
saw no newspaper by that mail, and the black edges
first startled me from the belief that you were all well
and happy. The blow was a Dbitter one indeed, and
its utter suddenness was appalling. Indeed, the pre-
vailing impression on my mind for days was simple
unbelief of the reality of that sweet child’s actual
death, I have been so long alone—home has heen
for so long a time more a pleasant drcam thap a
reality—I have been for so many a weary day, as it
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were, dead to you all, and the sense of separation has
grown g0 completely into ouc’s being, that I find it
difficult to separate that which it is possible to see
again from that which is impossible. Thus it scems
to mo incredible that any greater barrier can sever me
from this darling child than ihat ever-present one
which divides me from all of yon, Can yon under-
sland this? I know it to be a delusion, and yet I
cannot shake it ofl. Yet ’tis a good delusion in one
way. It deadens the sense of grief which the full
realization of her death would overwhelm me with,

I have Leen unfortunate again, and had a gecond
sharp attack of [ever sinee my arvival. I am about
again, but not able to work., Sir H. Lawrence is very
unwell : I fear that his constitution is uiterly hroken
down, and that he will either have to go away from
India for two years or more, or that another hot season
will kill him, He is ten years older in every respect
than he was during our Cashmere trip in 1846, This
is a hard, wearing, dry climate, which, though pre-
ferable to Hindoostan, is destructive to the weak and
gickly, It is quite sad to feel how, little by little,
one’s strengih and musele and energy fade, and how
one can perceive age creeping in upon one so early,

Lanore, Sept, 2480, 1840.
You know that I have lelt the Guides (alas!) and
have been transformed into a complete ecivilian,
doomed to pass the rest of my career in the admi-
nistrative and executive duties of the Government
of this last acquisition of the Eoglish in Indiwx’
To tell the truth, I had much rather have remained
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with the Guides; a more independent, and very fav
pleasanter life, and I think one that will in ihe end
be morve distinguished. Ilowever, I was guided by
Mr. Thomason’s and Sir H, Lawrenee's advice, and
must take the consequences. IL would be diffenlt
to deline or explain the exanct nature of my new
calling, but in brief, you will comprehend {hat in
iheir respective districts the Deputy-Assistant Com-
missioners perform the whole of the judicial, fscal,
and magisterial duties which develve upon the
Government of a country in Europe, with il
addition of collecting from the cultivators and land-
holders the rent of all lands under cultivation
and pasture, and the duties which in Turope
devolve on an owner of landed property. Police,
gnols, quarter sessions, committals to prison, jury,
judge, excise, stamps, taxes, ronds, bridges, ferries,
woods and forests, and finally rent | think whal {hese
imply, and you will form some idea of the employ-
ment of an official in the Punjab under the * Board of
Administeation,” I have not yel dipped very decp
into this twbid stream ‘of cver-recurring worl,
since the great amount of arrcars consequent on the
break-up of one Government, and the establishment
of another, including the paying-up and discharge
of vast civil and military establishments, have ren-
dered it necessary to employ any available head and
pair of hands for some months ot head-quarters.
The army has fallen to my share, and I have to
examine into the claims of innumerable fine old
hangers-on of the Lahore State o grants or pensions,
to record their rights, and report on them for the
decision of Government. Then there are upwards of
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2000 old women, wives and mothers of soldiers
killed in war, whom I have {o see and pay the pit-
tance decrced by their masters. Lord Dalhousie and
his seevetaries and officials are stern and hard task-
masters, and are not unworthily represented by the
new Board, the only merciful member of which (Sir
H. Lawrence) is loft in a minority, and is, moreover,
too ill to do much.

. Caxr, Paraxgore, Jan. atsf, 1850,

" T at length pot away from Lahore on the #th. I
had been ordered merely.to seek change of air, but
Sir H. Lowrenee was starting on a long tour of
inspection, and offered me the option of accompanying
him, and doing a little work by the way, which I
‘very much preferred; so here we are, alter visiting

tho sacred city of Umritsur, and the scenes of my
" last year's adventures in Butala, Deenanuggur, and
Shahpoor, all between- the Ravee and Beas; and are
now on our way {o the mountain stations of Kangra,
&ec. 'We then go to the westward again, and I hope

to see,
: Our couraors graze ab sase,
Beyond the blue Borysthones,

as I lave dubbed the Indus, ere we agnin return
to eivil life, which does not suit my temperament or
taste half as well as this more nomad life. I am
able to ride again, though not quite with the same
firmness in the saddle as of yore. I have no doubt,
however, that ere we do see the ¢ Borysthenes I
shall be as * game’ for a gallop of one hundred miles
on end, a5 I was last year at this season.
bit
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Uumrrsor, March 4th, 1850,

I am at last in o fair way of being stalionary for a
time at Umrilsur, the sacred city of the Sikhs, and a
creation entively of their gemins, ILahore, ns of
course you know, was the old Mussulman ecapital, and
was not built by the Sikhs, though used by them as
the sent of government and head quarters of ihe
army. Umritsur is Invger than Lahore by a thivd or
more of people, and hall ng much agnineof space. It
is five miles in civeamference, very strongly forlified,
and covered by the fortress of Govindghur on the
west, and by a luge fortified garden on the north,
I am Assislant-Commissioner under the Deputy-
Commissioner in charge of the distvict, My, Sannders,
a civilian, a very nice sort of fellow, with an exceed-
ingly pretty and npice wile. Mr. Montgomery is our
Commissioner. 1 like all T have secen of him very
much indeed. IIe is o very able man, and at the
hiead of his service in many respecls.  Lahore is only
abont thirty-five miles hence—quile within visiting
distance in India.

You must noil talk of pgetling *acclimatized.’
There is no way of becoming so but by aveiding the
climate as much as possible. I have lad a bad time
of it since I loft Peshawur, three and a-hall monihs
almost entirely on my back, which reduced me
terribly. Then just as I was getting well, the other
day I had a fit of jaundice, which has only jnst left
me: altogether, in health and in prospects I have come
‘down in my luck’ to n considerable extent; not that,
per se, I ought, as n subaltorn of not quite five years’
service, to grumble at my present position, if T was
now starting in the line for the first time; but I can’t
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forget that I came into the Punjab two years and a
half ago, and have had no liltle of the “burden and
heat of the day’ {o bear, when to do so vequired utter
disregard of comfort and personal safety and of rest,
It is now two years since I was made an assistant {o
the Resident, and within a fow monihs of that time
I took absolute charge of a {rnet of country (in o state
of war, too) comprising three modern distriels,in one
of which I am now playing third fiddle. Suwrely
annexation was a “heavy Llow and a great discourage-
ment’ to me, ab least. In the military line, too, T
have bLeen ecqually unlucky, from the fuct of my
servieos hoving Leen with detachments instead of with
the main army. 1 held my ground (and cleared it of
the cnemy, too) for weeks, with only 120 men at my
back, and when every officer, rom CGanoral Wheeler
downwarids, entreated mo to withdraw and give it up;
I fed 5000 men and horses for six months by personal
and unremitiing exertion; colleeted the revenues of
the disturbed districts, and paid 15,000l over and
above, into the treasury, from the proceeds of property
taken from the rebels. Besides this, I worked for
General Wheeler so gatisfaetorily, that he has declared
publicly that he could have done nothing without me:
So much were the Silche enraged® at my proceedings,
that party after party were sent to ©polish’ me off,

# Buch an impression had my brother’s daring and
activity produced mpon the minds of the Sikhs, that
several venrs afterwards it was found that the Bikh
mothers still used his name as a threat of terror to their
children, reminding one of the berder ballad—

Harlk ye, hark ye, do not fret ye,
The blanck Douglas shall nob gob ye.

H2
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"ond ab one time I couldn’t stir about the country
without having bullets sent at my head from every
bush and wall. However, I need not go on with the
catalogue, I have been egotistical enongh as it is,
The ‘rewnrd’ for these services was losing my eivil
appointment, and being reduced to Lnlf pay or little
more for three months, and the distinetion of lLoing
the only subaltern mentioned in despatehes for whom
nothing has been done either ‘in presenti’ or ‘in
prospeetu.’ fHad your name bLeen IIany or Ramsay,’
gaid General Wheeler to me the other day, ‘no
honours, no appointments, no distinctions would have
been considered too great to mark the serviees you
have rendered to Government.” Well, we shall live
to see more wars, or I am sadly mistaken, and then—
I leave you to [inish the sentence.

Speaking of the system of the Indian army.—

Marel 18ih, 1850,

At the age at which officers become colonels and
majors, not one in fifty is able to stand the wear and
tear of Indian scrvice. They become still more worn
in mind than in body. All elasticity is gone; all
energy and enterprise worn out ; they Lecome, after
a fortnight's campaign, o burden to themselves, an
annoyance to those under them, and a terror to every
one but the enemy | The officer who eommanded the
cavalry brignde which so disgraced the service at
Chillianwalla, was not able to mount a horse without
the assistance of two men, A brigadier of infantry,
under whom I served during the three most critical
days of the late war, could vot see his regiment
when I led his horse Ly the bridle until its nose

o A g 4 N S Y R, 111 11
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touched the bayonets; and even then ho said faintly,
¢ Pray which way are the men facing, Mr, Hodson?*
This is no exaggeration, I assure you. Can you
wonder that our troops have to recover by desperate
fighting, and with heavy loss, the advantages thrown
away by the want of heads and eyes to lead them ?

A seniority service, like that of the Company, is all
very well for poor men; bletter still for fools, for
they must rise equally with wise men; Lot for main-
taining the discipline and cfficiency of the army in
time of peace, and hurling it on the enemy in war,
there never was a system whicl earried so many evils
on its front and face.

I speak strongly, you will say, for I feel acntely;
thongh I am so young a soldier, yet the whole of
my brief caveer has been spent in camps, and a year
such as the last, spent in almost constant strile, and
a great part of it on detnched and independent come
mand, tenches one lessons which thirty years of
peacelnl life, of parades and canfonments, would
never impart.

There are men of iron, like Napier and Radetzky,
aged men, whom nothing affects; but they are just
in sufficient numbers Lo prove the rule by cstablish-
ing exceptions. Depend upen it, that for the rough
work of war, cspecinlly in Indis, your leaders must be
young to bo effective.

If you could but see my beantiful rough and ready
boys, with their dirt coloured clothes and swarthy
faces, lying in wait for a 8ikh, I think it would amuse
you not o little. I must try and send you a picture
of them. Alas! I am no longer a ¢ Guids,” but only
a big-wig, administering justice, deciding disputes,
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imprisoning thieves, and nssisting lo hang highway-
men, like any other poor old, fat, respectable, hum-
drum juslice of the peace in Old England.

Tunrrsur, April gih, 1850,

I gquite agree with all you say about Arnold. Ilis
loss wus a unational misfortune. Ilad he lived, he
wonld have produeced an impression on men's minds
whose efleets would have Leen felt lor ages. As it
is, the influence which he did produce has been most
lasting and striking in ils ellfects. It is fell even
in India; I eannot say move than fhaé.

You should eome and live in India for five yearsif youn
wished to foel (supposing you everdonbted it)the benefit
of our ‘established’ forms of Christianity. Even the
oulward signs and tokens of its profession—cathedrals,
churches, colleges, tombs, Lospitals, alms-houses—have,
I am now more than cver convineed, an influence on
men’s minds and principles and actions which none
but those who have been removed from their influenee
for years can feel or appreciate thoroughly. The
more I think of this, the more slrongly I feel the
elfect of mére external sights and sounds on the mner
and better man.  Our Gothie buildings, our religious-
looking churches, have, I am sure, a more restraining
and paciflying influence than is generally believed by
those who are habituated to them, and have never
felt the want of them, A few cathedrals und vene-
rable-looking edifices would do wonders in our colonies,
Here we have nothing physical to remind us of any
creed but Islamism and Hindooism. The compara-
tive purity of the Moslem’s creed is shown admirably
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in the superiority in taste and form of their places of
prayer. Christisnity alone is throst out of sight!
A barrack-room, a ball-room, a dining-room, perhaps
a court of justice, serve the purpose for which the
¢ wisdom and piety of our ancestors’ consirucled such
noble and stately temples; feeling, jusily, that the
haoman mind in its weakness vequired to be called to
the exercise of devotion by the senses as well as by
reason and will ; that sepavation from the ordinary
seenes of cveryday life, its cares, its toils, its amuse-
ments, is necessury to train the leclings and thoughts
to that stale in which religions impressions ave con-
veyed. I have not seen a church [or three years and
more, nor heard the service of the Chaveh read, save
al inlervals, in a room in which, perhaps, the night
Lefore, I had been erushed by a great dinner party, or
worn ont by the bustle and tuwrmoil of suitors. The
building in which one {oils becomes intimately asso-
cinted with the foil iteell. That in which one prays
should at least have some attribute to remind one of
prayer. IMuman nature shrinks for long from the
thought of being buried in any but econseerated
ground ; the certainty of lying dead some day or other
on a field of battle, or by a rondside, has, I have re-
marlked, the most strange eflfect on the soldier’s mind.
Deopend vpon it the same feeling holds good with re-
gard to consecrated places of worship, You may think
this faneiful, bnt T am sure yon would feel it more
strongly than I do, were you to live for a time in a
conntry where everything dué religion has its living
and existent memorials and evidences.

But to return fo realily: T have just spent three
days in Sir Charles Napier’s camp, it being my
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duty to accompany him through such parts of the
eivil distriet as he may have occasion to visit. He
was most kind and cordial ; vastly amusing and inte-
resling, and gave mo even a higher opinion of him
than before. To be sure, his language and mode of
expressing himself savour more of the last than of this
century—of tho camp than of the comrt; Lut barring
these eccentricities, he is o wonderful man ; his hearl
is as thoroughly in his work, and he takes as high o
tone in all that concerns it, as Arnold did i his ; that
is to say, the highest the snbjeet is capable of. I
only trust he will vomain with ws as long ns his
health lasts, and endeavour to rouse ile army from
the state of slack discipline into which it has fallen.
On my parting with him he said, ‘Now, remember,
Hodson, if there is any way in which I can be of use
to you, pray don’t scruple to write to me,' I didn’t
show him his hrother’s* lelter—that he might judge
for himself first, and know me ‘per se, or rather
¢ per me;’ I will, however, if ever I see him again.

* Bir W. Napior.



CHAPTER VL

TOUR IN OQASHMERE AND THIBET WITH SIR HENWRY
LAWRENOR, — PRLOMUTION AND TRANSFER TO CIS
SUTLE] PROVINCES,

Cavy, BF ROUTE TO CASIMERE,

June 1oth, 1850,
OUR letter from Paris reached me just as I was
preparing to start from Umritsur to join Sir

Henry Lawrence and accompany him to Cashmere,

I fought against the necessity of leave as long as pos-

sible, but I was petting worse and worse daily, and

so much wealkened {rom the effects of heat and hard
work acting on a frame already reduced by sickness,
that I was compelled to be off ere worse came. We
yesterday arrived at the sninmit of the first high ridge
southward of the snowy range, and have now only
some sixty miles to traverse before entering the walley.

To me, travelling is life, and in a country where one

has mo home, no local attractions, and no special

sympathies, it is the greatest comfort in the world

I get terribly ennuyé if 1 am in one place for three

months at a time; yet I think I should be just as

tame as ever in Bngland, quite domestie again.

Casuuere, July 8, 1850.
You would enjoy this lovely valley extremely. I
did not know it was so beautiful, having only seen it
before in its winter dress. Nothing can exceed the
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luxuriant beauty of the vegetation, the plane trees
and walouts especially, except the squalor, dirt, and
poverty of the wretched Cashmerians., The King is
avavieions, and is old. The disease grows on him, and
he wont look beyond his money bags. There is a
capitation tax on every individual practising any
labour, trade, profession, or employment, ecollected
daily., Tancy the Londoners having to go and pay a
fourpenny and a sixpenny hit each, por diem, for the
pleasure of living in the town. Then the tax ou all
shawls, goods, and fabrics, is about seventy-five per
centi. inclnding custom duty ; and this the one solitary
staple of the valley. The chief crops ave rice, and of
this, what with one half taken at a slap as © revenue,’
or rent, and sundry other pulls for dues, taxes, and
oflerings, so litlle remains to the farmer, that in
practice he pays all or within a few bushels of all, his
produce to the King, and secures in return kis food,
and that not of the hest. Thns the farmer class or
¢ Zemindars’ are reduced pretty well to the siate of
day-lubourers ; yet the people are all well elothed, and
fael is o be had for the asking. What a garden it
might be made. Not an acre to which the finest
water might not be conveyed without expense worth
naming, and a climate where all produce comes to
perfection, frém wheat and Larley to grapes and silk.
We go northwards on the zoth, first to Ladikh and
Thibet, thenee to Iskavdo, and then aevoss the Induos
to Gilghit, a ferra incognifa to which, I believe, only
one European now living bas penetrated. Sir Heory
Lawrence is not well, and certainly not up to this
trip, but he has made up his mind to go. I do not
gain strength as fast as I could wish, but I fancy
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when once thoroughly unstrung, it takes a lr:»n-" time
to recover the wouted tone.

We shall have another {rontier war in the cold
weather evidently, and I faney a more prolonged and
complete alfair than the last. The caunse of the only
loss sustained in the last scrimmage was the panie of
the Sepoys. They are as children in the hands of
these Affghans and hill tribes. Qur new Punjab
levies fought ‘like lricks,” but the Hindoosthnee is
not a hardy enough animal, physically or morally, 1o
contend with the sturdier races west of lhe Sullej, or
tho active and fighting ‘Palhins’ The very name
sticks in John SBepoy’s throal. I must try and sce
the next contest, but I do not quite see my way to it
ab present,

To iz Sister.

Caxre, wear Lapiur, dugust 46k, 1850.

‘Who would have thought of my writing to you
from Thibet. I am sitting in a little tent about eight
feet long, which just takes a narrow cot, a table, and
chair of camp dimensions, and my sac-de-nuif, gun,
fc., and a tin box containing books, papers, and the
materinls for this present epistle. Under the same
iree (n veritable chesmut) is Bir Henry Lawrence's
tent, a ditto of mine, in which he is comfortably
sleeping, as I ought to be; outside are my pets—that
is, o string of mules who accompany me in all my
travels, and have also in the mountains the honour of
carrying me as well as my baggage. The kitchen is
under a neighbouring tree; and round a fire are
squatting our gallant guards, a party of Maharaja
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Gholab Singh’s household brigade. Some of his
people accompany us, and what with f{ollowers, a
Moonshee or two for business, and their followers, T
dare say we are a party of two or three hundred souls
of all eolours and ereeds — Christians, Mussulmans,
Hindoos, Buddhists, Sikhs, and wvavieties of each.
The erecds of the party ave as vavied as their colours ;
and that's saying o good deal, when you contrast my
white face and yellow hair with Sir Henry’s nut-
brown, the pale white parchmenty-colour of the
Kashmerce, the honest brunette tingoe of the tall
8ikh, the eclear olive brown of the Rajpoot, down
through all shades of dinginess to the deep black of
the low-caste Hindoo. T am one of the whitest men
in India, I faney, as instead of burning in the sun,
I get blanched like endive or celery. How you
would stare at my long Lleard, moustache, and
whiskers., However, to return from such personalities
to facts. The Indus is brawling along five lnndred
feet below us, as if in a hony to get ¢ out of that;’
and above, one’s neck aches with trying to see to the
top of the vast craggy mountains which confline the
stream in ite rocky channel, 8o wild, so heaven-
forsaken a scene I never beheld ; living nature there
iz none. In a week’s journey, I have scen three
‘marmots, two wagtails, and three jackdaws: and we
have averaged twenty miles a day.

We met a lady the other day, in the most romantie
way possible, in the midst of the very wildest of glens,
and almost as wild weather. She is a young and very
pretty creature, gifled with the most indomitable
energy and endurance (except as regards her husband,
whom she ean't endure, and thercfore travels alone).
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Buf conceive, that for the last three months she has
been making her way on pony-back across a country
which few men would like to traverse, over the most
formidable passes, the deepest and rapidest rivers,
and wildest deserts in Asia. For twenty days she
‘waos in the extrpme wilds of Thibet, without ever
seeing & human habitation ; making such long day’s
journeys as often to be without food or bedding,
traversing passes from sixteen to eighteen theusand
feet above the sea, where you ecan hardly breathe
without pain; enduring pain, sickness, and every
other mortal ill, yet persevering still | Poor erventure,
gho is dying, 1 fear. It is evident that she is in a
deep comsumplion, created by o terrible fall she
had down o precipice, ab the commencement of hee
journey, Well, one day we met her between this
place and Cashmere. She was sixteen or twenty
miles from her tenls, and the rain and darlness
were coming on apace; the thermometer down
below fifty degrees. 8o we persuaded her to stop at
our encampment, I gave her my tent and cot;
acted lady’s maid ; supplied her with warm stockings
and shoes, water, towels, brushes, &e., and made lLer
comfortable, and then we sat down to dinner; and a
pleasanter evening I never spont. She was as gay
s a lark, and pouved out stores of information and
anecdotes, and recounted her adventures in the
fgpiritedest’ manner., After an early brealfust the
next morning I put her on her pony, and she went on
her way, and wo saw her no more. I hope she will
live to reach the end of her journcy, and not die in
some wild mountain-side unattended and alone.
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Another letter of sane date . —

Cane, Euiser 13 Lanirs, dugust 4th, 1850,

..... Until you cross the mountain chain which
separates Cashmere from Tibet (or Thibet), all is groen
and beautiful. It is impossible to imagine a finer com-
Linailion of vast penks and masses of mountain, with
green sloping lawns, luxwiant folinge, and fino
clustering woods, than is displayed on the sides of
the great chain which we usually call the Himaldya,
but which is betler deseribed as the ridge which
separates the waters of the Jhelum, Chennb, Ravee,
and DBeas from those of the Indus, When onece,
however, you have erossed this vast barrier, the seene
changes as il by magie, and you have nothing but
huge convulsive-looking masses of rock, tremendous
mountains, glaciers, snow, and valleys which are more
vast watercourses {han anything else, On the more
open and less elovated spots along these various
feeders of ihe Indus, one comes to little pateles of
cultivation, rising from the banks of the rivers in
tiers of cavefully-prepared terraces, and irvigated by
channels carried along the sides of the hill from o
point higher up the stream. Here, in seattered
villages ten and twenly miles apart, live the ugliest
race on earth, I should imagine, whom we call
Thibetinns, Lub who style themselves *Bhots® or
‘Bhods,” and unite {he characteristic features, or
rather wanl of them, of hoth Georkhas and Chinese,
I went yesterday to see a monastery of their Llamas,
the most curious sight, as well as #ife, T ever beheld,
Perched on the summit of a mass of sandstone-grit,
conglomerate pudding stone, worn by the melting
snows (for there iz no rain in Tibet) into mirneulous
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cones, stecples, and pinnacles rising abruptly from
the valley to the height of 6oo feet, are a collection
of gneer little huts, connected together by bridges,
possages, and staivcases. In these dwell the worthies
who have betaken themeelves to the life of religious
mendicants and priests. They secem to correspond
exactly with the travelling friars of colden times.
Half stay at home to perform chants and services
in their convent chapel, and half go a begging abonb
the conntry. They are not a distinet race like the
Brahmins of India, but cach Bhot peasani devotes
one of two or three sons to the chureh, and he is
thenceforward devoted to a life of eelibacy, of shaven
crown, of crimson apparel, of mendicancy, of idle-
ness, and of comfort. They all acknowledge spiritual
allegiouce to the great Llama at Lhassa (some two
months’ jomrney from Lmdikh), by whomn the albbot
* of each convent is appointed on a vacancy ocomrring,
and to whom all their proceedings are reported.
Nunneries also exist on precisely the same footing.
I saw a few of the nuns, and their hideons appesrance
fully justified their adoption of celibacy and seclusion.
From their connexion with almost every family, as
I have said, they are universally locked up to and
sapported as a class by the people. Ilven Hindoos
reverence them ; and their power is not only feared,
but I fancy tolerably [reely exercised. Their chapel
(a Hat-roofed square building supported on pillars)
is furnished with parallel rows of low benches
to receive the sgquatting fathers. Their services
consist of chanis and recitative, accompanied by
the discord of musical (?) instroments and drums,
while perpetunl lampes burn on the altars before
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their idols, and a sickly perfume fills the air. Round
the room are rude shelves containing numberless
volumes of religious books ; not Lound, but in sepa-
rate leaves secured between two painted boards. I
will try and send you one, if I ean corrupt the mind
of some worthy Llama with profane silver. They
are genuine dlock dools, strange to say, apparently
carved on wood, and fhen stamped on a Chinese
paper. The figures of their imnges, and their
costume and head-dress (f.e. of the images), are
Chinese cntirely, not at all resembling the Bhot
dress, or searccly so, and thoungh fashioned by
Thibetian hands, yon might lancy yoursell gazing on
the figures in the Chinese Exhibition at Hyde Park
Corner, Their language is a sealed book to me, of
pourse, and though they all read and write well, yet
they were nnable to explain the meaning of the
words they were repeating. The exterior appearance
and sites ol their conventual buildings reminded me
very strongly of the drawings I saw in a copy of
Curzon’s Monasteries of the Levant, which [dll in my
way for five minutes one day. I need bardly say
that, in a country composed of mountains ranging
from 14,000 feet upwards, the scenery is magnificent
in the extreme, though wvery barren and savage.
Apricots and wheat are ripening in the valley whenee
I now write (on the right bank of the Indus, some
filty miles below the town of Ladikh), and snow is
glistening on the summits above me ; the roads have
been very easy indeed, and enabled us to make long
day’s marches, from sixteen to twenty-five miles.
This is more than you could do in two days in the
ranges south of the Himalaya, with due regard for
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your own bones, and the cattle or porters which
carry your traps and tenis. I am very seedy, and
twenty miles is more than I can ride with com-
fort (that I should live to say it)., I have not as
yet derived much, if any, benefit from change of
climate,

From Ladikh we go to Iskardo, some twelve
marches lower down the Indus, where it has been
joined by the water of Yarkund; and thence to
Gilghit, a valley ruvning up from that of the Indus,
gtill lower down, and bordering on Budakbstan, We
(8ir Henry Lawrence and I) then return to Cashmere;
I expect it will be two more months’ journey. We
have alrcady been out a fortnight, and it is very
fatiguing. I am not sure that I was wise in nnder-
taking it, but he (Lowrence) is a greater invalid than I
am, and two or three men fought shy of the task of
accompanying him.

Cawr, Isganno (1% Lrrree Taipet,)
August agth, 1850,

Only think of my sitting down peaceably to write to -
you from this ontside world, Had I lived o hundred
years ago, I should have been deemed n great
traveller, and considered to have explored unlmown
countries, and unknown they are, only the prineipal
danger of visiting them is past, seeing that they have
been subdued by a power (Gholal Singh) with whom
we have ‘relations.”” Yetif I were fo eross the moun-
taing which stare me in the face a few miles off, I
should be carried off and sold for a elave, If were
vain to try to compress the scenes of a two months’

I
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journey into a sheet of note-paper. - We have travelled
very rapidly. TFew men go the pace Sir IHeury
Lawrence does. 8o we have covered o great extent
of country in the past month; and sceing that the
valleys ave the only inhabited parts of the eountry,
the rest being huge masses of mountains, one really
sees in these vapid flights all that is to be seen of the
abodes of man. We have collected o good deul of
information too, which, if T had time to wmrange ik,
might be of valne,  'Wao were eleven long days’ journey
from Cashmere fo Ladikh, besides halts on the way
at LadAkh itself, or, as the people eall it, Leh. We
remained a week, and saw all the foreigners’ who
came there to sell furs and silk, It is called the
¢ Great Emporinm’ of trade bebween Yarkund and
Kashgar and Llassa, and Hindocstan, TFine words
look well on paper, bub to my unsophisticated mind
the “leading merchants’ scemed pedlars, and the
‘ Emporium’ to be o brace of hucksters’ shops. Ilow-
ever, 'tis curious, that's a fict, to sec (and talk to)
o set of men who have got their goods [rom the
yellow-haired Russions at the Nishni-Novogorod fair,
and Drought thom across Asia to sell at Ladfkh. It
is [orby duys’ jonrney of almost a continuous desert for
these caravans from Yarkand to Leh: and there is no
small danger to life and limb Dby the way. Theo
current coin is lumps of Chineso syce silver of two
pounds weight cach. I bought a Persian lorse for
the journey, and paid for it in solid silver four
pounds weight, 166 rupees, or about 164, T shall sell
it for double the money when the journey is over,
Leh is a small town, of not more than 4oo houses, on
a projecting promontory of rock stretching out into
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the valley formed by one of the amall feeders of the
Indus. For the people, they are Bodhs, and wear
tails, and have flut featuves lile the Chinese, and black
garments, The women, unlike other Asiaties whom
I have scen, go about the strects openly, asin eivilized
countries; bub they are an ugly race, and withal dirly
to an absolutely unparalleled extent. They wear no
head-dress, but plait their masses of black hair into sun-
dry tails helf way down their bucks. Covering the divi-
sion of the hair from the forehead back and down the
ghoulders, is a navvow leathernsteap, universully adovned
with rongh torquoises and bits of gold or silver. The
old Banec whom we ealled upon had on this strap (in
her case a bronder one, nboul three fingers wide) 156
large turquoises, worth some hundreds of poonds. Over
their ears they wear flaps ol [ur which project forward
with precisely the eflect of blinkers on a horse.

The climate is delightful ; it never rains; the sky is
blue Lo fault, and snow only fulls sparingly in winter,
though the climate is cold, being 10,000 fect (Lhey say)
above the sea. In boiling water the thermometer was
only 188°. 1 never felt & more exhilarating air, That
one week quite set me up, and T have been betier over
gince. The llamas or monks, with their red eardinal’s
hots and erimson robes, lovk wvery impesing aund
monastic, quite a travestie of the regular clergy, and
they blow just such trumpets as Fame does on monu-
ments in country churches. Jolly friars they are, and
fat to a man, Trom Leh we cvossed ihe mountain
ridge which separates the two streams of the Indus, and
descended the northern (or right) stream to this place,
the eapitnl of Bultistan or Little Thibet, It is a
geuuine humbug. In the middle of afine valley some

12
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foco feet above the sea, smrounded by sudden rising
perpendienlar mountaing 6coo feet higher, stands an
igolated rock washed by the Indus, some two miles hy
three-quarters: a little Gibraltar. The valley may beo
ien miles by ibree, partinlly cultivaled, and inha-
bited by some 200 seailered houses.  There’s lskardo.
There was a lorl on Lhe rock, bul that is gone, and all,
as nsual in Lhe East, bespeaks havoo: only nalure is
grand here. The people are Mussulmans, and not
Bodhs, and are more human-looking, but not so well
clad, It is warmer by flar, much more so ihan
it onght to be. The thermomeler was nt g2°
in our tents to-day, a thing for which I cannot pos-
sibly account, sinco there is snow vow on all sides of
us. We go hence across the Steppe of Deo Sole
iowards Cashmere for four days’ journey, and then
strike westwand to cross the Indus iuto Gilghit, whence
we roturn to Cashmere Dy the end of Seplember.
We have been making very fasl marches, varying from
gixteen to thirly-two miles o day—hard work in a
country with such ronds, and where you musl take
things with you. I enjoy it very much, however, and
alter a year's sickuess, the fecling of retnrning health
is relveshing. I shall return {o work again by the
1st of December: but I propese paying a llying visit
to Mr. Thomason in Oectober, if possiblo; but the dis-
tnnees are so vast, nnd ihe means of locomolion =o
absent, that these things are diffienlt io achieve. 1
euppose I have scen more of the hill eountry now
than ninety-nine men out of a hundred in India.
Indeed, not above four Buropeans have been here
before. - But travelling suits my restless spirit. Sir
Henry and I get on famously together.



INTEREST OF FORMING BOLDIERS, 11%

On October 7th, 1850, he writes from Simla
to his {ather ;:—

I have had a long and futigning march from Cash-
mere across the mountains and the valleys of the ¢ five
rivers,” nearly four hundred miles, which I accom-
plished in filteen doys. T lelt Bir Heory Lawrence
in Cashmere. I have sinee heard from him, urging
me to use all the influenee I can muster up here to pro-
cure o brevet majorily in posse (7.6, on atfaining my
regimental enptainey), and a loewd majorily in esse for
¢ my services in the late war ;" and adding, that il I did
not find eivil employment to suit me, he wounld, when
I had given it a fair trial, iry and got me the com-
mand of one of the regiments in the Panjab., I am
going to consult My, Thomason en the subject, and
will let you know the result. I hate the least suspi-
cion of toadyism, and dislike asking favours, ox I
" ghould have been better off ere now; but on Sir
Henry Lawrence's suggestion, I will certainly vse any
opportunity which may offer. I thought, however,
you would be gratified with the opinion whieh must
have dictated so perfectly spontancous an offer. I
confess that I very much prefer the military line my-
self, although I like civil work much, and it is the
road to competence, Nevertheless, military rank and
distinctions have more charm for me than rupees;
and I would rather cuf my way to a name and poverty
with the sword, than wmrite it to wenlth with the
pen.

There is eomething to me peeuliarly intevesting in
the forming and fraining soldiers, and in aequirving
that exiraordinary influence over their minds, both
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by personal volition and the aid of discipline, which
leads them on through danger, even to death, at your
Lidding. 1 felt the enthusiazmn of this power suceess-
fully exerled with the Guides during the late war;
and having {ell it, am naturally inclined o tnke ad-
vantage of il on {ulure occasions.

Ty kiz Sisler.
Brsmra, Oet. 2148, 1850,

It is rather foo late Lo {ell you ©ull about Cashmere,’
as you desire; but I can eay that I saw some beandies
this time who were really 80 to no common cxient;
and that I was much more pleased with the wvalley
than on my firet visif, which was o winter one. 1F
you see what wonderfully oul of *the way pluces we
got into, T think you will marvel that I managed to
write atall. 'We travorsed upwavds of fifteen hundred
miles of wild mountainous countries, innocent of roads,
and often for duys together of inhabitants, and carvy-
ing onr houses on our backs. The change to the
ubter comfort and civilization of this house was some-
thing ‘stunning;’ and 1 have not yet become guite
reconciled to dressing three times a day, black bat,
and patent leather boofs. T need hardly eay, how-
ever, that I have very much enjoyed my visit and
my ¢big talks’ with My, Thomason. Ile is very
grey, and looks older {han when I saw him in 1845,
but otherwise he is just the same, working mag-
nificently, and doing wonders for his province. Al-
ready the North-West Provinces are a century in
advance of the Bengal Proper ones.  As a Gover-
nor he has not his equal; and in honesty, high-
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mindedness, and indefatigable devotion to the publie
good, he is facile princepe of the whole Indian service,
Nor is there a houschold in India to mateh his,
indeed, it is about the ouly ¢ big-wig’ house to which
people go with pleasure rather than as aduty. I
saw Sir Charles Napier, too, and dined with him
last weeck. He is very kind and pleasant, and I
am very sorry on public grounds that he is going
away,

KussowLEE, "Now. 41l 1850,

I had a most pleasaut home-like visit to Mr.
Thomason, and was most allectionately entertnined.
He will have told you of the power of civility I met
with at Simla from the ¢big-wigs,’ and that even
Lord Dalhousic waxed complimentary, and said {hat
f Lumsden and Hodson were about the best men he
had’ (that I write it that shouldu’t!), and that he
promised to do his best to get me a brevet majority
as soon os I became, in the course of time, a regi-
mental captain.  And Sir Charles Napier (the
best abused man of his day) was anxious to get
for me the Stalf appointment of Brigade-Major to the
Punjab Irregular Force—i.e., of the six newly raised
cavalry and infantry regiments for frontier service
IIe did not succeed, for the berth had been pre-
viously filled up unknown to him; but he éried fo do
g0, and that's a compliment from such & man, T hope
I need not say that this good deed of his was as
sponlaneous as a mushroom’s bicth,
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journey into o sheet of note-paper. 'We have travelled
very rapidly. Few men go the pace Sir Henry
Lawrence does. So we have covered a great extent
of country in the past month; and sceing that the
valleys are the only inhabited parts of the country,
the rest being hmge masses of mountains, one really
sees in these rapid flights all that is to be seen of the
abodes of man. We have colleeted a good deal of
information too, which, if I had time to arrange it,
might be of value. We wera eleven long days’ jowrney
from Cashmere to Ladikh, besides halts on ihe way
at Ladflch itself, or, as the people call it, Leh. We
remained a week, and saw all the ¢foreigmers’ who
came there to sell furs and silk. It is called the
‘Great Ewmpoviom’ of trade Letween Yarkund and
Kashgar and Lilassa, and ITindoostan. Fine words
look well en paper, but to my unsophisticated mind
the “leading merchants’ scemed pediars, and the
* Emporium’ fo be o brace of hucksters' shops. How-
ever, ’tis carious, Lthat’s a fact, to see (and talk to)
a set of men who have gol their goods [rom the
yellow-haired Russians at the Nishni-Novogorod fuir,
and brought them aeross Asia to sell at Ladfikh. It |
is [orty days’ journey ol almost a continuous desert for
these carnvaps from Yarkund to Leh : and there is no
small danger to life and limb by the wuy. Tho
owrent coin is lumps of Chinese syee silver of two
pounds weight each, I bought a Persian horse for
the journey, and paid for it in solid silver four
pounds weight, 166 rupees, or about 167, I shall sell
it for double the money when the journey is over,
Leb is a small town, of not more than 400 houses, on
a projecting promontory of rock stretehing out into
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the valley formed by one of the small feeders of the
Indos, For the people, they ‘are Bodhs, and wear
tails, and have flat feabures like the Chinese, and black
garments, The women, anlike other Asiatics whom
I have seen, go about the strects openly, nsin civilized
counfries; but thoy are an ugly vace, and withal dirty
to an absolutely unparalleled extent. They wear uo
head-dress, but plait their masses of black hair into sun-
dry tails half way down their boeks. Covering the divi-
sion of the hair from the forehead bacle and down the
shoulders, is a narvow leatherusteap, universally adorned
with rough tnrguoises and bits of gold or silver. The
old Rance whom we called upon had on this strap (in
her ease o Lroader one, about three lingers wide) 156
large turquoises, worth some hundreeds of pounds, Owver
their ears they wear flaps of fur whicl project forward
with precisely the eflect of Ulinkers on a horse,

The climate is delightful ; it never rains; the sky is
bloe to a funlt, and snow enly fulls sparingly in winter,
though the climate is cold, being 10,000 feet (they say)
above the sca.  In boiling water the thermometer was
only 188°. I never felt a more exhilarating air. That
one weel guite set me up, and T have been betler ever
gince. The llamas or mouks, with their red eardinal’s
lats and crimson voles, look very imposing and
monastic, quite a travestio of the regular clergy, and
they blow just such trumpets as Fame does on monu-
ments in eountry churches. Jolly frinrs they ave, and
fat to a man, IFrom Leh we crossed the mountain
ridge which separates the two streams of the Indus, and
descended the northern (or right) stream to this place,
the capital of Bultistan or Little Thibet. It is a
gennine humbug., In the middle of afine valley some

149
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6oco fect above the sea, surrounded by sudden rising
perpendicnlar mountains Gcoo feet higher, stands an
isolaled rock washed by the Indus, some two miles Ly
three-quarters : a little Gibraltar, The valley may be
ten miles by three, parlially eultivated, and inha-
hiled liy some 200 seattered houses, There’s Iskardo,
There was o fort on the rock, but that is gone, and all,
ng msnal in Lthe Fast, hespeaks bavoe: only nabare ia
prand Dere,  The people ave Mussulmans, and not,
Binlhs, and are more human-looking, bul ol so well
clad, Tt is warmer hy far, mueh more so ihan
it onght to be. The ihermomeler wus al gz°
in our tenls Lo-day, a thing for which I eannol pos-
ribly neceount, sinee there 18 snow now on all sides of
us. We go hence across dlie Sleppe of Deo Sole
towards Coslunere for four days’ journey, and then
strike westward to cross the Indus into Gilghit, whence
we rebam to Cashmere by the end of Scplumber.
We lhave been making very [asl mavehes, varying [rom
gixleen to ihivly-twoe miles a day—hard work in o
conntry with such roads, and where you musl tuke
things with you. I enjoy it very much, however, and
after o year's sickness, the fecling of relurning lLealth
is refreshing, I shall return to work agnin by the
15t of Deeember : Iut I propese paying a llying visit
to Mr. Thomasen in Oetober, il possible; but the dis-
tonees are so vasl, and the moans of locomolion so
absent, that these things ave diflienit to nchieve. T
suppose I have scen more of the hill country now
than ninety-nine men out of a houndred in India.
Indeed, nol above four Europeans have been here
before. - But travelling suits my restless spirit, Sir
Henry and I get on famously together.
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On October 7th, 1850, he writes from Simla
to his [ather :—

I have had a long and fatigning march from Cash-
mere aeross the mountains and the valleysof the  five
rivers,’ nearly four hundred miles, which I aecom-
plished in filteen days. I lelt Sir Henty Lawrence
in Cashmera, I have sinee henrd from him, wging
me Lo use all the influence I can muster up here to pro-
cure n brevel majorily in posse (i.e., on attaining my
regimental caplainey), and a locied majority in esse for
f my serviees in the late war ;' and adding, that if Ldid
nob lind eivil employment Lo suit me, he would, when
I had given it a fuir triul, iry and gel me the com-
mand of one of the regiments in the Punjab. I am
going lo consult Mr, Thomuason on the subject, and
will let you know the result. I hate the leasi suspi-
cion of toudyism, and dislike asking favours, or I
" ghould have been better off ere now; but on Sir
Heury Lawrence’s suggestion, I will cortainly use any
opportunity which may olfer. I thought, however,
you would be gratified with the opinion which must
liave dictated so perfectly spontancous an offer. I
confess that I very much prefer the military line my-
self, although I like eivil work much, and it is the
road to competence. Novertheless, military rank and
distinetions have more charm for me than rupees;
and I wonld rather ext my way to a name and poverty
with the sword, than wrife it to wenlth with the
pen.

Theve ig gomething to me peeuliarly intevesting in
the forming and fraining soldwers, and in aequiring
that extraordinary influence over their minds, both
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by personal volition and the aid of discipline, which
leads them oun through dunger, even to death, at your
Lidding. I felt the enthusinsm of this power sucecss-
fully exerled with the Guides during the Jute war;
sud having felt it, am natwally inclined to take ad-
vunlage of it on lulnre cccasions.

o his Sister,
Biana, Oct. 214, 1850

It is rather too lute to tell you all about Cashmere,
ns you desire; but I eun say that I saw some benutics
this time who were really su fo no common exlent;
and that I was mueh more pleased with the valley
than on my first visit, which was a winter ove. IFf
you see what wonderfully out of “the way pluces we
got into, I think you will marvel that T managed to
write atall. We traversed upwards of fifteen hundred
miles of wild mountainous countries, innoceut of ronds,
and often for days together of inhabitants, and carry-
ing our houses on our backs. The change to the
utter comfort and civilization of this house was some-
thing “stunning;’ and I have not yet become quite
reconciled 1o dressing three times a day, black hat,
and patent leather boots. I need hardly say, how-
ever, that I have very much enjoyed my visit and
my ‘big talks’ with Mr. Thomason, Ile is very
grey, and looks older than when I saw him in 1847,
Lut otherwise be is just the same, working mag-
nificently, snd doing wonders for his provinco. Al-
ready the North-West Provinces are a century in
advince of the Bengal Proper ones. As a Gover-
nor he has not his equal; and in honesty, high-
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mindedness, and indefatigable devotion to the public
good, he is facide princeps of the whole Indian servies,
Nor iz there n household in Indin to mateh his,
indeed, it is about the only ° big-wig’ house to which
people go with pleasure rather than as a duty. I
gaw Sir Charles Napier, too, and dined with him
last weel. He is very kimd and plessant, and I
am very sorry on public grounds that he is going
away.

Kussowres, Now 4th, 1850.

I had a most pleasant home-like +visit to My,
Thomason, and was most affectionately entertained.
He will have told you of the power of civility I met
with at Simla from the ¢ lig-wigs,’ and that even
Lord Dalhousiz waxed complimentary, and said that
‘ Lumsden and Hodson were about the best men he
had’ (that I write it that shouldn’tl), and that he
promised to do his best to get me a lrevet majority
as soon as I became, in the course of time, a regi-
mental captain.  And Sir Charles Napier (the
best abused man of his day) was anxious to get
for me the Stall appointment of Brigade-Major to the
Punjab Irregular Foree—i.c., of the six newly raised
cavalry and infantry regiments for frontier service,
He did not succeed, for the bLerth had been pre-
vigusly filled up unknown to him ; but he lried fo do
so, and that's a compliment from such a man, Ihope
I need not say that this good deed of his was as
spontancous as & mushroom’s Lirth.
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To hie E‘adﬁsr.

Kussowser, Nov. Gth.

Iam to be here next year, I find, by tidings just
received, which will be o splendid thing for my eon-
stitation. My connexion with Umritsur is dissolved
by my having been appointed {o acl as porsunal as-
sistant to the Commissioner of the Cis-Sully States,
which is, I believe, a picce of promotion. The groat
advantages are, firsl, the capital opportunity it allords
ol cxperience in every kind of ecivil work, and of
being under a very able man—DMr. Bdmonstone; and
secondly, that the Commissioner's hend-quariers ave
¢ peripatetic’ in the cold weather, and in the hills during
the remainder of the year. Dot I confess that I
hanker after the °Cuides’ as mueh as ever, and
would catch at a good opportunity of retarning to
them with hononr, I fear I have been remiss in ex-
planations on this subject. The matter lies in this
wise—I left the Corps and took to civil employment
at the advice of Sir Henry Lawrernce, Mr, Thomason,
and others, though against my own feclings on the
gabject. The man or men who succeeded me are
senior to me in army rank. When one of them re-
signed six months ago, I was strongly disposed and
urged to try and suceced to the vacancy. There was
a bitch, however, from the eanse I have mentioned, and
Lumsden was anxious ihat his lieutenants should
not be disgusted by supercession. I might have had
the appointment, but withdrew to avoid ammoying
Lumsden.  Now, both Sir Henry Lawrence and
Mr. Thomason are very sorry that I ever left the
Corps, and that they advised the step. Things have
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taken a different turn since then, and it is confossedly
the best thing a young soldier can aspire to. I
know that my present line is one which leads to
move pecuniary advantages; Lut the other is the fner
ficld, and is [ar more independent, I shall work away,
however, cheerfully in the civil line until I seea good
opening in the other; and #hen, I fear you will hardly
persuade me that sitting at a desk with the ther-
mometer at g8 is Letter than soldicring—i.e., than
ecommanding soldiers made and tanght by yourself!
I will grive you the earliest warning of the chunge.

Turrrsun, Nov. 2440, 1850,

I returned heve on the 16th, and have been up to the
neck in work ever since, having the whole work, eivil,
eriminal, police, &e. 8e., on my shoulders, Sanders,
the Deputy Cominissioner, my saperior, being engagoed
dnncing attendanee on the Governor-General, who is
here on his annual tour of inspection ; and Macleod,
my co-assistant, dead. Directly the Governor-
General has gone onwards I shall be relicved heve, and
join my new appointment with Mr, Edmonstone,

Liamons, Jan and, 1851,

I broke up from Umritsur early in December, and
came into Lahore to join my new chief. He did
not arrvive till the 18th, so I had a comparative
holyday. I have got into harness, however, again
now, and am up to the elbows in work and papers.
The worl is much more pleasant than that I had at
TUmritsur, and more free from mere routine.

-
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Lationgs, Feb 214,

This is an interesting anniversary to many of us,
and an overwhelming one to this conntry—ihat of
the day on which “the bright star of the Punjal’ seb
for ever. It has been ouriously marked by the an-
nouncement thut the net balance of receipls over
expenditure for the past year for the newly acquired
provinces has reached upwards of a million sloding.
Lord Dalhousie’s star is in the nscendant,  1is
finaneial measures ave apparently oll good, when tried
by the only standard admissible in the nincteenth
cenbury—their success,

Kuasowres, Mareh 22nd, 1851,

I broke down again most completely as soon as the
hot weather began, but my llight to this beautilul
climale has wonderlolly relreshed me. Talk of Indian
luxurieg | There are but two, eold wuter and ecosl
air! I get on very comlortally with my new * Chiel,’
Ile is o first-rafe man, and has o most nneommon
appetite for work, of whieh there iz plenty for both
of us, Wo cover a good stretch of conntry—com-
prising five British distvicts and nine sovereign states ;
and as the whele has been in gricvous disovder for
many years, and o peculiarly diffioult population to
deal with, yon may imagine that the work i= not
slight. My principal duly is hearing appeals [rom
orders and decisions by the district oflicers in these
five distriets, It is of course not ‘per se,” but as the
Commissioner’s personal assistant, that I do this, I
prepare a short abstract, with my opinion on each case,
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and he issues hie orders socordingly. I was at work
a whole day lately over one case, which, afler all, in-
volved only a clnim to about a quarter of an acre of
land!  You will give me eredit lor ingenuity in
discovering that the result of some bhalf dozen
quires of written evidence was to prove that neither
of the conlending parties had any right at all] If
that's not *justice to Ireland,’ I don’t know what is |
I have been staying with Captain Douglas, and I
hope I shall sce a great deal of him. There is not
a belter man or more genuine soldier going. This
may appear faint praise, but rightly understood, and
eonscientionsly and | boldly worked out, I doubt
whether any other profession ealls forth the higher
qualities of our nature more strougly than does that
ol a soldier in times of war and tomulis, Certain
it is that it requires the highest orvder of man fo
be a good general, and in the lower ranks (in this
country especially), even with all the frightful draw-
backs and evils, I doubt whether the SBaxon race is
ever so pre-eminent, or its good pointe so strongly
developed, as in the *European’ soldier scrving in
India, or on service anywhere,

Kussowies, April 7th, 1851,

I have the nicest house here on a level spot on the
very snmmit of the mountain ridge, from which a mosk
splendid view is obtainable for six months in the year,
In the immediate foreground rises a round-backed
ridge, on which stands the former work ol my hands,
the ¢ Lawrence Asylom ;' while to the westward, and
down, down far off in the interminalde south, the

T
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wide glistening plaing of the Punjab, streaked with
the faiol ribbon-like lines of the Sutlyj and ils Lribu-
taries, and the wider sea-like expanse of 1lindoostan,
stroteh away in unbroken evenness beyond the limits
of vision, and almost beyond those of faith and imn-
gination, On the other side you look over a mass
of monniains up 1o the topmost peaks of Tlinalaya.
So warrow is the ridge, thatl it seems as thongh yon
eould Loss n pebble Irom one window into the Satlyj,
and from {be other inle the valley below Simla
I like the place very much. I have seven or eight
hours' work cvery day, and the rest is spent (ns
this onc) in the society of the foth Rilles, the
very nicest and most gentlemanly regiment I ever
met with,

KussowLer, May b, 1851,

Your budget of letters renched ine on the and, Tt
is very pleasant to receive these warm greelings, and
it relveshes me when bothered, or overworked, or
leverish, or disgosted, I look forward 1o a visit fo
England and #owe with a plensure whivh nothing but
six years of exile ean give,

The Governor-General has at last advanced me to
the higher grade of ‘assistunls’ to Commissioners.
The immediale advantage is an increase of pay—1ihe
real benefit, that it brings me nearcr the main step of
a Deputy-Commissioner in charge of a districl. It is
sotisfactory, not the less so that it was extorted from
him by the vnanimity of my official superiors in
pressing the point upon him, Mr. Edmonstone having
commenced attacking him in my favour before I had
been under bim four months, I am not in love with
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the kind of employment—I long with no common
carnestness for the more mllltmy duties of my old
[viends the ‘Cuides; but I mn nol {hevelove in-
sensible Lo 1he advantages of doing well in this line
of work, Ambition alone would dietate this, for my
guccess in this eivil bnsiness (which is considered
{he highesl and most arduous Leaneh of the public
servive) almosl ensures 1y gelling on in any olher
hereaflor.

To hiz Fulker.
Kussowrrr, Oct. zoth, tHgr.

I am much stronger now, and improving vapidly.
By the end of next snmmer I hope to -be as strong
as I ever hope to he agnin, That I shall ever again
be able to row from Cambridge to Ely in two lours
and len minuies, lo ran a mile in five minutes, or
to walk from Skye (or Kyle Hatren Ferry) to Inver-
nees in thirly hours, is not to be expected, or perhaps
desired. Bub I have every hope that in the evont of
another war I may be able lo endure [ntigue and ex-
posure as freely as in 1848. One is oflener ealled
upon lo ride than to walk long distances in India,
In 1848, I counld ride one hundred miles in ten hours,
fully accontred, and I don’t carc how soon (saving
your presence!) the necessity avises again! T have
no doubt that malrimony will do me a powar of
good, and that I shall be not only better, but happier
and more cave-less than hitherto.

I have been deeply grieved and affected by the
death, two days ago, of Colonel Bradshaw, of ihe 6oth
Rifles. He will be a sad loss, not only Lo his rogi-
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ment, but to the army and the country. He was the
bean ideal of an English soldier and gentleman, and
would have earned himself a name as a gencral had
he been spared. A finer and nobler spirit there was
not in the army. I feel it as & deep personal luss,
for he won my esteem and regard in no common

degreo.
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CHAPTER VIL

WARRIAGE,—COMMAND OF TN GUIDES,—FRONTIER
WARFALE,—MURLDAN,

ON the sth of January, 1852, Lieut. Hodson

was married, at the Cathedral, Caleutta, to
Susan, daughter of Capt. C. Henry, R.N., and
widow of John Mitford, Esq., of Exbury,
Hants. By the first week in March he had
resumed his duties at Kussowlee as Assistant
Commissioner. On the breaking out of the
war with Burmah he expected to rejoin his
regiment (the First Bengal European Fusiliers),
whiclh had been ordered for service there, but in
Angust he writes from Kussowlee :—

My regiment is on its way down the Ganges to
Calenlta, to take part in the war, but the Burmese
have proved so very unlormidable an enemy {this time,
that only half the intended force is to be sent om
from Caleutta the aaaﬁ being held in reserve.
Under these cireumstances, and in the expectation
that the war will very speedily be bronght to o close,
the Governor-General has determined not to allow
officers on civil employment to join their regiments
in the usual manner, I am thus spared what would
have been a very [atiguing and expensive trip, with
very little hope of seeing any Lghting.
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1t was not long, however, before an oppor-
tunity of sceing aclive service presenied itself,
and in a way, of all others, inost to his taste.
His heart had all along been with his old
corps, ‘the Guides,’ as his letters show. He
had taken an active shave in raising and train-
ing them originally, and as second in command
during the Punjub campaign of 1848-9, had
contributed in no small degree to gain for the
Corps that reputation which it has recently so
nobly sustained before Delli.

The command was now vacant, and was
olfered to him ; but I must let him speak for
himself:—

KussowLer, Sept. 23rd, 1852,

Lumaden, my old commandant in the Guides, goes
to England next month, and the Governor-General
has piven me the command which I have eoveled so
long. It iz immensc good lorlone in overy way,
bolh as regards income and distinetion, It is
accounted the moest honouralle and arduons com-
mand on the frontier, and fills the public eye, as the
papers say, more than any olher,

This at the cnd of seven yems' scrviee is o great
thing, cspeeially on such o frontier as Peshawur, ot
the mouth of the Kyber Pass. You will agree with
me in rejoicing at ihe opportunities for distinetion
thus offeved to me,

Mr, Thomason wriles thus: * I congratulate you
¢ very sincerely on the fine prospect that is open  to
¢ you, and trust that yon will have many opportu-
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¢ nities of showing what the Guides can do under
“ yonr leadership. I huve never ceased to repronch
¢ myself for advising yon to leave the Corps, but now
¢ that you have the command, you will be all the
¢ hetter for the dose of civilianism that las been
¢ intermediately administered to youn.’

Kussowreg, Oct. 1th, 1852,

Here I am still, but hoping to take wing for
Peshawur in a few days, It is only 500 miles; and
as there are no railways, and only nominal roads, and
five vast rivers to cross, you may sappose that the
journey is not one of a few hours’ lounge.

I am most gratified by the appointment to the
command of the Guides, and more so by the way in
which it was given me, and the manner of my
selection from amidst a crowd of aspirants, It is no
small thing for a subaltern to be raised to the
command of a battalion of infantry and a squadron
aud a half of cavalvy, with four English officers
under him! I am supposed to be the luckiest man
of my time, I have already had an offer from the
Military Secretary to the Board of Administration
to exchange appointments with him, although I shonld
gain, and he would lose 200/, a year by the ©swop ;’
but I would not listen to him; I prefer the saddle to
the desk, the frontier to a respectable, wheel-going,
dinner-giving, dressy life at the capital; and
ambition to money |

But though his ‘instincts were 80 entirely
military’ (bo use his own words), this did not
prevent his discharging his civil dutics in a

3
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manner that called forth the highest enlogium
from his superiors, as the subjoined letter from
Mr. Edmonstone, now Secretary to Govern-
ment at Caleutta, will testify :—

* Wussowrer, Oct, 12th, 1852,

‘ My prar Hovsox,—I ama bad hand at falking,
¢ and conld nol sny what I wished, but T would not
“have you go away without thanking you henrtily
ffor the support and assistance which you have
‘always given me in all matters, whether big or
¢ little, since you joined me, now twenty months and
* more ago. I have in my civil and eriminal reports
¢ for the past year recorded my sense of your serviees,
¢ and your official merits, but our connexion has been
¢ peculiar, and your position has been one wlich few
¢ would have filled either so efficiently or so agrecably
“to all parties, You have alforded me the greatest
¢ pid in the most irksome part of my doby, and have
¢ always with the ntmost readiness undertaken any-
¢ thing, no matter what, that I asked you to dispose
? of, and I owe you more on this account than a mere
¢ official acknowledgment can repuy adequately, I
“ hope that though your present appointment will
‘give you more congenial duties and Detter pay,
“you will never have occasion to look back to
fthe time you have passed here with regret; and I
“ hope too that all your anticipations ol pleasure and
¢ pride in commanding the Corps which you had a
¢ chief hand in forming, may be realized.

¢ Believe me to be, with much regard,
¢ Yonrs very sincerely,
—— ‘3. I. Epuonsroxg’
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Caxee v Huozina, Dec. 16, 1852

I took command of the Guides on the 15t Novem-
Ler, and twenty-four houws allerwards marched ‘on
service’ to this country, which is on the easlern or
left bank of the Indus, above the parallel of Attok,
We are now in an elevated valley, surrounded by
snowy mountains, and mighty cold it is, too, at night.
‘We have come about 125 miles from Peshawur, and
having marched up the hill, are paliently expect-
ing the order to march down again. We have
everything nccessary for a pretly little mounlain
campaign but an enemy. This is uwsually a sine gue
non in warfare, but not so now. Then we have to
take a fort, only it hos censed io exist months ago;
and to reinstate an Indian ally in territories from
which he was expelled by some neighbours, only he
wont be reinstated at any price.

My regiment consists of five English officers, includ-
ing a surgeon, Dr, Lyell, a very clever man. Then I
have 300 horse, including native officers, and 550 foot,
or 850 men in all, divided into three troops and six
companies,* the laiter armed ns riflemen. My power
is somewhat despotic, as I have authority to enlist
or dismiss from the service, flog or imprison, degrade
or promote any one, from the native officers down-
wards, always remembering that an abuse of power
might lose me the whole. This sort of chiefilom is

* Wo two troops or companies were of the same race, in
ovder to prevent the possibility of combination. Oue
company was composed of Sikhs, another of Affreedees,
others of Pathiins, Goorkhns, Punjabee Malhomedans, d&e.,
with native officers, in ench case, of a different race from
the men,

K2



132 HOZARA.

necessary with a wild sort of gentry of various races
and speeches, gathered from the snows of the Iindoo
Koosh and the Himalaya, to the plains of Scinde
and Hindoostan, all of whom are more quick at blows
than at words, aml more carcless of human life than
you conld possibly anderstand in England by any de-
seription. T am likely to have civil charge as well as
military command of the Euzofeai district, comprising
that portion of the greab Peshawur valley which lies
Letween the Cabul river and the Indus. So you seo
1 am not likely to eat the bread of idleness, ab least.
I will tell you more of my peculiar dutics when I
have more experience ol their scope and bent. « .« 4 .
I am, I should say, the most fortunate mwan in the
gorvice, considering my standing. The other condi-
dates were all field officers ol some standing.

Our good (riend and guest, Captain Powys, of the
foth, who has spent the first six monihs of our
married life under onr roof, is on the way to England.
Ile will see you very soon, and give you a better
acconut of us than you could hope for [rom any one
else.

Notwithstanding all appearance to the con-
trary at its opening, the campaign lasted seven
weeks, and supplied plenty of fighting. It
was alterwards characterized by my brother
as the hardest piece of service he had yeb
seen. One engagement lasted from sunrise to
sunset. He had thus an opportunity of dis-
playing his usual gallantry and coolness, and
showing how well he could handle his * Guides’
in mountain warfare. They suffered much
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from cold, as the ground was covered with
snow for a part of the time, and from want of
supplies.

Colonel (now Sir R.) Napier, speaking aftor-
wards of this expedition, said :—

‘Your brother’s unfailing fun and spirits,
“ which seemed only raised by what we had to
¢ go through, kept us all alive and merry, so
¢ that we looked back upon it afterwards as a

“ party of pleasure, and thought we had never
‘ enjoyed anything more.’

In reply to congratulations on his appoint-
ment my brother wrote from—

Pesuawur, Mareh 13th, 1853,

I lave certainly been wery fortunate indeed, and
only hope that I may be enabled to acquit myself of
the trust well and honourably, both in the field and
in the more political portion of my duties. It wasa
good thing that T had the opportunity of leading the
regiment into action so soon after getting the com-
mand, and that the brunt of the whele should have
fallen upon us, as it placed the older men and mysclf
once more on our old footing of confidence in one
another, and introduced me to the younger hands as
their leader when they needed one. Susie says she
told you all about it; I need therefore only add that
it was the hardest piece of service, while it losted, I
have yet seen with the Guides, both as regards the
actual fighting, the difieulties of the ground (a ragged
mountain, 7000 feet high, and densely wooded), and
the exposure. You will see little or no mention of ib
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publiely, it being the policy of Government to make
everylhing appear as quiet as possible on this frontier,
and to blazon the war on the sastern side of the empire
(some zo00 miles away) as much as they ean. I
am, as you justly imagined, to be employed both
civilly and in a military capacity—ab least, it is under
discussion. I was asked fo take charge of the wild
distriet of © Bozofzal’ (forming a large portion of the
Peshawnr provinee), wheve the Guides will ordinarily
be stationed. I vefused to do so unless I had the
exclusive eivil charge in all depnrtments, magisterial,
financial, and judieinl, instead of in the former only,
as proposed, and I fancy they will give in to my
reasons, I shall then be military chief, and civil
governor, too, as far ag that part of the valley iz eon-
cerned, and shall have enough on my hands, as you
may suppose. In the mean time, I shall have the
superintendence of the building of a fort to eoutain
us all—uot such a fortress as Coblenlz, or those on
the Belgian [rontier, but a mud strocture, which
answers all the purposes we require at a very, very
small cost,

Pesuawun, April goth, 1853
I am sorry to say my wife is ordered to the Lills,
and we shall again be separated for five or six months.
My own destination [or the hot season is uncertain,
II:-ut I expect to bo eilher here, or on the banks of the
ndus. -

Caxe, sean Pramawun, June 4th, 1853,
. - I hope to get away from work and
heat in Angust or Seplember for a month, if all things
remain quiet, But for this sad separation, there
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would be much charm for me in this gipsy life. To
avoid the great lLeats of the next three months in
tents, we are building huts for ourselves of thatch,
and mine is assuming the dignity of mnd walls, We
are encamped on a lovely spot, on the banks of the
swift and bright river, at the foot of the hills, on the
wateh for incursions or forays, and to guard the
riehly cultivated plain of the Peshawur valley from
depredations from the hills,. Weare ready, of course,
to boot and saddle at all hours; our rifles and ear-
bines are loaded, and our swords keen and bright:
and woe to the luckless chicf who, trusting to his
horses, descends upon the plain too near our pickets !
Meanwhile, I am civil as well as military chief, and
the nataral taste of the Euzolzai Pathins for broken
heads, murder, and violence, as well as their litigious-
ness about their lands, keeps me very hard at work
from day today. Perhaps the life may be more suited
to o careless bachelor, than to a husband with such a
wife as mine ; but even still it has its charms for an
aetive mind and boedy., A daybreak parale or in-
spection, a gallop across the plain to some outpost,
# plunge in the river, and then an early Lreakfast,
occupy your time until g Ax. Then come a couple
of corpses whose owners (late) had their heads broken
over night, and consequent investigations and cxami-
nations : next a batch of villagers to say their crops
are destroyed by a storm, and no rents forthcoming.
Then a seream of woe {rom o plundered farm on the
frontier, and next a grain-dealer, to say his camcls
bave been carried off to the hills, ‘Is not this a
duinty dish to set belore—your brothor.! Then each
of my nine hundred men considers me bound fo listen
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to any amount of stories he may please to invent or
remember of his own private griofs and troubles ; and
last, not least, there are four young gentlemen who
have each his fancy, and.who often give more frouble
in transacting business than assistance in deing it.
However, I bave no right to complain, for I am
about, yes, quite, the mosl fortonate man in the
service ; and have I not the righl to call myself the
happiest also, with such a wifo and such a home 7

e, NEAR Prsimawur, dugust 621, 1823,

I hear that the new system for India is to throw
open Addiscombe and Haileybury to public competi-
tion : that this public compelition will be [uir and
open, and free from jobbery and patronage, I suppose
no sane person in the rgth century, acquainted with
public morals and public bodies, would helieve for an
instant. The change may, however, facilitate admis-
gion inlo the service to well-crammed boys. There are,
I doubt not, many clever and able men who would in
a year put any boy with tolerable abilitics into a stato
of intelleciual coma which would enable him to write
out examination papers by the dozen, and pass a tri-
umphant examination in paper-military affuirs, Iam
nob ealled upon to stale how much of it would avail
in the hour of strife and danger. India is par er-
cellence the country for poor men who have hard eon-
stitulions and strong stomachs. I fear you will add,
when you have read thus far, that it is not favourable
to charity, or to the goodness which, under the pious
wish to think noevil, gives every ove credit for every-
thing, and believes that words mean what they appear
to express, and that language conveys some idea of the
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thonghts of the speaker! . . . It is very trying
that I cannot be with Suosie at Muorrec; bot with a
people such as these it is not safe to be absend, lest
the voleano ghould break out alresh, Since I began
this sheet a dust-storm has covered everything on my
table completely with sand, My pen is clogged and
my inkstand choked, and my eyes full of dust! What
am 1 to do? Oh the pleasurcs of the tented field
in August in the valley of Peshawnr! It has been
very hot indeed, Intely. We have bavely in our huts
had the thermometer under 100° and a very steamy,
stewy heat it is, into the bargain.
Musnes, Sept. 14th, 1853

I am enjoying a little holiday from arms and
kutchery up in the cool here with Susie. Murree is
not more than 140 miles from Peshawur, Youn say
that you do not know ‘what I mean by hills in my
part of Indin’ This is owing to the badness of the
maps. The faet is, that the whole of the upper part
of the country watered by the five rivers is moun-
tainons, The Himalaya extends from the eastern
frontiers of India to Affghanistan, where it joins the
‘Hindoo Koosh,” or Caucasus. If' you draw a line
from Peshawur, throngh Rawul Pindee, to Simla or
Subathoo, or any place marleed on the maps there-
abouts, yon may assume that all to the north of that
line is mountain country. Another chain runs from
Peshawur, down the right bank of the Indus to the
sea, At Attok the mouontains close in upon the
river, or more corrveetly speaking, the river emerges
{rom the mountains, and the higher ranges end there.
The Peshawur valley is a wide open plain, lying on
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the banks of the Cabul river, about sixty miles long
by forty broad, encircled by mounniains, some of them
covered with snow for eight or nine months of the
year. Euzofzai is the north-eastern portion of this
valley, embraced between the Cabul river and the
Indus, IIalf of Buzoflzai (the ‘ abode of the children
of Joseph’) is mountain, but we only hold the level
or plain part of it. Nevertheless, a large part of my
little province is very hilly, In the north-cast corner
of Euzofeni, hanging over the Indus, is a vast lump
of & hill, called *Mahabun’ (or the °great forest”),
thickly peopled on its slopes, and giving shelter to
some 12,000 armed men, the bitterest Ligots which
even Islam can produce. The hill is about 7800
feet above the level of the sea. This has becn iden-
tified by the wise men with the Aornos of Arrian,
and Alexander is supposed to have crossed the Indus
at its foot, Whether he did so or not, T am not fak
liberty to mention,’ Lut it is certain that Nadir Shah,
in oue of his incursions inte India, marched his host
to the top of it, and cncamped there. This gives
colour to the story that the Macedonian did the same,
As in all ages, there are dominating points which are
seized on by men of genius when engaged in the
great game of war. The great prineciples of warscem
to change as little as the natural feafurcs of the
country. Well, you will gee how a mountain range
running ‘slantingdiculacly’ across the Upper Paujab
contains many nice mountain tops suited to Anglo-
Saxon adventurers. If you can find Rawul Pindee on
the maps, you may put your finger on Murree, about
twenty-five miles, as the crow {lies, to the uorth-
east. You should geta map of the Punjab, Cashmere
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and Iskarde, published by Arrowsmith in 184%.
George sent me two of them, They are the best
published maps I have seen, As to the Fuzofzai
fuver, that is, I am happy to say, now over. It was
terrible while it lasted. Between the 1st March and
the rgth June, 1853, 8352 persons died out of a
population of 53,500. If was very similar to typhus,
but had some symploms of yellow fever. It was
confined to natives, It appeared to be contagions or
infections, but I am so entively sceptical as to the
existence of either contagion or infection in these
Indian complaints, that I cannot bring myself to
believe that the appearances were real.

Poor Colonel Maelison, the Commissioner ot
Peshawur (tho chief civil and political officer for the
frontier), was stabbed, a few days ago, by a f{anatie,
while sitting in his verandah reading. The fellow
was from Swit, and eaid he had heard that we were
going to invade his country, and that he would try
to stop it, and go to heaven as a martyr for the faith.
Poor Mackison is still alive, but in a very precarions
state, I fear. T hope this may induce Government
to take strong measures with the hill fribes.

He had soon to mourn the loss of a still
more valued friend :—

Oct. 15th, 1853

You will have been much shocked at hearing of
poor dear Mr. Thomason's death.

It is an irreparable loss to his fumily and friends,
Lt it will be even more felt in his public eapacity.
He had not been ill, but died from sheer debility and
exbaustion produced by overwork and application in
the trying season just over, Tad he gone to the



140 BOREE CAMPAIGN.

hills, all would have been right. I cannot but think
that he sacrificed himself as an example to others.
You may imagine how much I have felt the loss of
my earliest and best friend in India, to whom I was
accustomed to detail all my proceedings, and whom I
was wont to consult in every dilficulty and doulst.

On the and November he wrote from Rawul
Pindee to announce the birth of a danghter.
He had been obliged previously to return to his
duties ; but, by riding hard all night, had been
able to be with his wife at the time, and, after
greeting the little stranger, had immediately
to hasten back to his Guides on the frontier.

The Government, with a view to secure the
Kohat Pass, were now preparing an expe-
dition against the refractory tribe of the Borees,
one of the bravest and wildest of the Aflghan
race, in order to prove that their hills and
valleys were accessible to our troops.

Accordingly, a force consisting of 400 men
of her Majesty's a22nd, 450 Goorkhas, 450
Gruides, and the mountain train, marched at 4
Ay, onthemorning ofthe 29th November, under
the command of Brigadier Boilean, to attack
the villages in the Boree valley. .

I must supply the loss of my brother’s own
account by a letter from an officer with the
expedition :—

“ Our party, after crossing the hills between
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¢ Kundao and the main Aflrecdee range at
“two points, re-united in the valley at
‘ 10,30 A.M., and.with the villages of the Borees
* before us at the foot of some precipitous crags,
¢ These it at once became apparent must be
“ carried before the villages could be attacked
 and destroyed. The service devolved on two
‘ detachments of the Goorkhas and Guides,
“ commanded by Lieutenants Hodson and
¢ Tarner, and the style in which these gallant
¢ fellows did their work, and drove the cnemy
¢ from erag to rock and rock to erag, and finally
“ kept them at bay from 11 A.m. to 3 r.v., was
‘ the admiration of the whole force. We could
“ plainly see the onslaught, especially a fierce
‘ struggle that lasted a whole hour, for the
¢ possession of a breastwork, which appeared
“ inaccessible from below, but was ultimately
¢ carried by the Guides, in the face of the
¢ determined opposition of the Aflreedees, who
¢ fought for every inch of ground.

‘ Depend upon it, this crowning of the Boree
* heights was one of the finest pieces of light
‘“ infantry performance on record. It was,
‘ moreover, one which Avitabile, with 10,000
¢ Bikhs, was unable to accomplish., During
* these operations on the hill, the villages were
 burnt, and it was only the want of powder
“ which prevented the succession of towers
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¢ which flanked them being blown into the air.
“ The object of the expedition having been thus
¢ fully achieved, the skirmishers were recalled
¢ at about three, and then the difficulties of the
¢ detachment commenced; for, as is well
‘ known, the Aflghans are [amilinr with the
* art of following, though they will yavely mect
“an encmy. The wilhdrawal of the UGuides
“and Goorkhas from the heighls was mosl
¢ exciling, and none but the Dbest officers and
“ the best men could have achieved {his duty
“with such completc suceess. ILicutenant
¢ Hodson's tactics were ol the most brilliant
¢ deseription, and the whole force having been
¢ pnee more re-united in the plain, they marched
¢ out of the valley by the Turoonee pass, which,
¢ though farthest [rom the Dritish camp, was
“ the shortest to the outer plains. The foree
¢ did not return to eamp till between ten and
“eleven at night, having heen out nearly
“ eighteen hours, many ol the men without
¢ food, and almost all without water, the small
‘ supply* which had been carried out having
“soon been exhansted, and none being pro-
¢ curable at Boree.

‘ Not an officer of the detachment was
“ touched, and only eight men killed and
¢ twenty-four wounded. When the loree first
“ entered the valley, there were not more than
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* 200 Borees in arms to resist ; but before they
¢ returned, the number had increased to some
‘ 3000, tens and twenties pouring in all the
¢ morning from all the villages and hamlets
¢ within many miles, intelligence of the attack
¢ being conveyed to them by the firing.

My brother’s services on this occasion were
thus acknowledged by lhe Brigadier command-
ing, Colonel Boilean, her Majesty’s aand Regi-
ment, in a despatch dated Nov. agth, 1853.

*To the admirable conduet of Lieutenant Hodson
fin veconnoitring, in the skilful disposition of his
“ men, and the daring gallantry with which he led
¢ his fine Corps in every advance, most of our suceess
“is due; for the safety of the whole foree while in
¢ the valley of the Tillah depended on his hulding his

¢ position, and I had justly every confidence m his
¢ yigilance and valour,
(Signed) «J. B, Botruav,

f Brigadier Commanding the Foree
al Boree,’

¢ To Lieutenant W. 8. R. Hodson, I beg you will

¢ express my particular thanks for the great service

¢ he rendered the force under your command, by his

f gver gallant conduet, which has fully sustained the

¢ reputation he has so justly acquired for courage,
f enolness, and determination,

(Signed) ‘W, M. Goau,
¢ Commander-in-Chigt
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Before Christmas, to his great delight, he
was joined in camp by his wife and child. The
following letters bring out still more promi-
nently the tender loving side of his character,
both as a father and a son :—

T kis Father,

Caxe, Monnix, Evzovrzar, Jun. 2nd, 1874,

I have been sadly long in answering your last. most
weleome letter, but I bave been so Lerrilly driven
from pillar to post, that I have always been unable to
sit down at the proper time. My long holidny with
dear Susie, and journeyings to and [ro to sce her at
Murree, and our short campaign against the Allvcedees
in November, threw me into & sea ol arvears which
was terrible to contemplate, and still worse to escape
from. I am now working all day and Dalf the
night, and cannot as yet make much impression on
them.

I wish you could see your little granddaughter
being nursed by a rough-looking Allghun soldier or
Learded Bikh, and beginning lile so early as o dwellor
in tents. She was christened by Mr. Clurke, one of
the Church Missionarics whe happened to lie in Pes-
hawur, The chaplain, who ought to have been there,
was amusing himsell somewhere, and we conld not
eateh o epare parson for a fortnight.

You evidently do not appreciate the state of things
in these provinees. There are but two churehes in
the Punjab; and there will Le an electric telegraph to
Peshawur before a church is commenced there, though
the station has been one for four years, In the first
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season a large Roman Catholic Chapel was builb
there, and an Italian priest from the Propaganda busy
in his vocation. I offered Mr, C. all the aid in my
power, though I fold him candidly that I thought he
had not much chance of success here. A large sum
has been raised at Peshawur for the Mission, bt un-
fortunately they have gone wild with theories about
the lost tribes and lulfilment of prophecics respeeting:
the Jews, which has given a somewhat visionary
character to iheir plans, Mr, C. wanted me to
think that these Euzofzai Pathins were Ben-i-Israel,
and asked mo whether I had heard them ecall them-
selves 50; and he was aghast when I said they were
as likely to talk of Ben d'Isracli. All I can say is,
that if they be “lost tribes’ I ouly wish they would
find out a home somewhere else among their cousins,
and give me less trouble. . . . My second in command
was stabbed in the back by a fanatic the other day
while on parade, and has had a wonderful escape for
his life.

You would so delight in your little granddaughter.
She is a lovely good little darling; as happy as pos-
sible, and wonderfully quick and intelligent for her
months. I would give worlds to be able to ron home
and see you, and show you my child, but I fear
much that, unless I find a “nugget’ it is wain
to hope for so much pleasure just now. Meantime, T
have every blessing & man can hope for, aud not the
least is that of your fond and much prized affec-
tion.

A few months later, again apologizing for
long silence, ho says :—

L
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May 13t

In addition to the very omerous command of 876
wild men and 300 wild horses, and the charge of the
etvil adminisiration of n district almost as lawless as
Tipperary, I have bad to build, and superintend the
building of, afort to give cover Lo the sail men and
horses, including alzo within ils walls {hree houses
for English oflicers, a police station, and o native
colleetor's office, o who builds in Indin builds not
in the comfortable acceptation of the lerm which
ohtains at home. Ile sends not for his Barry or his
Basevi: calls not for a design and specilications, aud
then beholds his house, and pays his Lill; but Lo
builds as Noah may have built the Ark.

Down to the minutest detail of earpentry, smithery,
and masonry, and of * muddery,’ loo, [ur that matter,
he must lenow what le is abont, and show others
what to do, or good-bye to his hopes for a house.

Altogether, I am often fourteen lunws a day at
hard work, and obliged to listen for a elill longer
period.

Ounr poor little darling had a very severe atlack
ol fever the olher day, but is now well again, and
getting strong. I never sco her without wishing
that she was in her grandluther’s arms. You would
so delight in her little baby tricks and ways. She is
the very delight of our lives, and we -look forward
with intense interest to her beginning to talk and
crawl about. Both she and her dear mother will
have to leave for the hills very soon, I am sorry to
say. We try to put off the evil day, but I dare not
expose either of my treasures to the heat of Euzolzai

“or Peshawur for the next ihwee months, . . . The
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young lady already begins to show a singularity of
taste—relusing to go to the arms of any native women,
and decidedly preferving the male population, some
of whom are distinguished by her special favour. Her
own ovderly, save the mark, never tires of looking at
her ¢ beautiful white fingers,’ nor she of twisting them
into his bluck beard—an insult to an Oriontal, which
he bears with an equanimity equal to his fondness for
her. The eunning fellows have begun to make use of
Ler too, and when they want anything, ask the favour
in the name of Lilli Bibi (they cannct manage
¢ Olivin’ at all), They koow the spell is potent,

The following letters from his wife's pen
give a lively picture of ‘ domestic’ life in the
wilderness, and of the wilderness itself:—

: Janvary, 1854,

¢ I’mtul'e to yourself an immense plain, flat as a
¢ billinrd table, buf not as green, with Lere and there
“a dotting of camel thorn about eighteen inches
‘ high, by way of vegetation. This far as the eye
¥ pan rench on the east, west, and south of us, but on
¢ the north the lasting snows of the mighty Hima-~
‘laya glitter and sparkle like a rosy diadem above
* the lower range, which is close to our camp, What
 would you say to life in such a wilderness? or how
¢ would you stare to see the officers sit down to table
¢ with eword and pistol? The baby never goes for
‘ an airing without a guard of armed horsemen : what
‘a sensation such a cortdége would create in Hyde
¢ Paxle |’

' April 156k
* You ask for some detail of our life out here, and
L5
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¢ the history of one day will be a picture of every one,
“with little variation.

¢ At the first bugle, soon after daylight, WV, gets
cup and goes to parade, and from thence to super-
¢ intend the proceedings at the fort.

¢ By nine o’clock we are both ready for Treak-
¢ fasi, after which W. disappenrs into his husincss {tent,
¢ where he reecives regimental reports, exmmines
¢ recrnits, whether men or horses, superintends slores
“and eqnipments, hears complaints, and soltles dis-
¢ pates, &o, &c.  The regimenlal business fivst dis-
¢ patched, then comes “luicherry,” or civil court
¢ matters, receiving petitions, adjusting claimg, with
¢ o still longer &c. You may have some small idea
t of the amount of this work, when I tell you thai
¢ during the month of March he disposed of {weniy-
‘ onc serious eriminal cases, such as murder, and
¢  wounding with intent,” and nearly goo charges of
* felony, laveeny, &e. At two o’clock he comes in for
¢ a look at his bairn, and a glass of wine. Soon after
‘ five n cup of fea, and then we order the horses, and
¢in the saddle #ill nearly eight, when I go with him
fagain to the fort, the garden, and the roads,
¢ diverging occasionally to fix the site’ of a new
¢ village, a well, or a watercourse.

¢ You can understand something of the delight of
¢ galloping over the almost boundless plain in the
“gool fresh air (for the mornings and evenings ave
¢ still lovely), with the ground now enamelled with
¢ gweet-scented flowers, and the magnificent mountaing
‘ nearest us assuming every possible hue which light
‘ and shadow can bestow. On our return to camp,
‘W, hears more reports till dinner, which is some.
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“times shared by the other officcys, or chance
¢ pacsts.

When we are alone, as soon ns dinmer is over,
¢ the letters which have arrived in the evening are
¢ examined, classified, and descanted on, somctimes
¢ onswered ; and I receive my instructions for next
¢ day’s work in copying papers, answering letters, &e.
¢ And now do you uot think that prayers and bed
¢ are the fitting and well-carned euding to the labours
¢ of the day?

¢ When you remember, foo, that in building the
¢ fort, vonds, and hridges, W. has to make his bricks
¢ aud burn them, to seareh lor his timber and fell it,
¢ you will nof deny thal his hands ave full enough;
¢ but in addition, he has to search for workmen, and
¢ when brought here, to procure them food and means
¢ of cooking it. Some ave Mussulmans and eat meat,
f which must be killed and coolked Ly their own
¢ people. Some are Hindoos, who only feed on grain
¢ and vegetables, Lut every single man munst have his
*own chula or fireplace, with an enclosnre for him
¢ and his utensils, and if by chance any foot It his
f own overslep his liltle mud wall, he will neither
feat mor work Lill another sun has arisen. Then
¢ some smoke, while others hold it in abhorrence;
¢ some only drink water, others must have spirils; so
¢ that it is no easy matter to mrange the conflicting
¢ wonts of some (100 labourers. I shall be very thank-
¢ ful when this Murdin Kbte is finighed, [or it will re-
¢ lieve my poor husband of half his labour and anxiety.

¢ By way of variety, we have native sports on great
¢ holidays—snch as throwing the spear at a mark, or
¢ % Nazabaze,” which is, fixing a stake of twelve or
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¢ cightcen inches into the ground, which must be talen
¢ up on the spear’s point while passing it at full gailop,
¢ or putting an orange on the top of a bamboo o yard
¢ high, and entling it through with a sword at full
“gpeed. W, is very clever at this, rarely fuiling,
¢ but thoe spears are too long for any lul a lithe
¢ native to wield without risking a broken arm. The
¢ geene s mosl pieturesque—the flying horsemen in
¢ their flowing many-coloured garments, and tho
¢ prouping ol the Jookers-on, muke me moro (han
¢ aver regret not having a ready pencil-power Lo pub
¢ them on paper.

¢ The weather has Deen particularly  wnfavonyallo
“to the progress of Lhe [orl, so ihat we ave slill in
¢ our temporary hut and tents, Of course we [oel
¢ the heat much more so domiciled. W, is griovously
t-gverworked, still his health is wonderfully good, and
¢ his spirits ns wild as if he were a boy again,  Ile is
¢ never so well pleased as when he has the baby in
* his arms.’

Arrox, June oth, 1854

.+ . We are so [ar on the way to Murrce, and here,
1 grieve to say, we part for the next three months, I
hupe to rejoin them for o monih in Seplember, and
accompany them back to our now lome, for by that
time I trust thot my lortified canlonment will e
ready, and our house too, This said fort has Leen o
burden and a stumbling-block to me for mouths,
and added grievously to my work, as I am sole
architect, It is built vegolarly, but of carth-works
and mud, and as it covers an arca of twelve acres, yon
may believe that it has been no slight task to super-
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intend its construction. It is a sad necessily, and the
curse of Indian life, this repeatedly recurring sepa-
ration, but anything is better than to sce the dear
ones suller. I am fortunately very well, and as yet
untouched by the unusual virnlence with which the
hot weather has commenced this year.

To fis Father.
Muynnee, July 17th, 1854.

T wns summoned from Buzofzai to these hills, on
the 26th June, by the tidings of the dangerouns illness
of onr sweet baby. I found her in a siuking state,
and though she was spared to us for another fortnight
of deep anxiety and great wretchednoess, there was, from
the time I wrived, scarcely a hope of her recovery.
Slowly and by imperceptible degrees her little life
wasted away until, early on the morning of the roth,
ghe breathed her soul away, so gently that those
watching her intently were conseious of no change.
The deep agony of this bereavement I have no words
to describe. We had watched her growth,and prided
oursclves on her development with such absorbing
interest and joy; and she had so won our hearts Ly
Ler extreme sweetness and most unusual intelligence,
that she had become the very centre and light of our
home life, and in losing ler we scem to have lost
everything., Her poor mother is sadly bowed down
by this great grief, and has suffered terribly both in
henlth and spirits.

I have got permission to remain with her a fow days,
but T must retarn to my duly before the end of the
month.
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We had the best and kindest of medical advice,
and cverything, I believe, which skill could do was
tried, but in vain, She was lent to usto bo our joy
and comfort for a time, and was taken from us again,
and the Dlank she has left Lehind is great indeed.

I dare not take Susie down with me, mueh as she
wishes it, at this scason, aud in her slate of health,
T must therefore leave her here till Oulober, It is
very sad work to part again under these cirenmstances,
but in this wrelchod country there in no help lue us,
Your kind and alfeetionato cxpressions about our little
darling, and your keen apprecintion of the “unfhiling
goureo of comlort and refeeshinent she was {o my
wearied spirit,” came to mo just as I had ceased to
hope for the precious babe's lile.

It bas been a very, very bitter blow lo ns.
She had wound her liltle being round our hearts to
an extent which we neither of vs Jenow until we woke
from the briel drenm of beauty, and found oursclves
childless.

Cane, Monpix, Sept. t7th, 1854,

I am alone now, having none of my oflicers here
save the doctor. But the border is quiet, and, ex-
cept a great deal of erime and villainy, I have not any
great difficultics to contend with. My unew [ort to
hold the regiment and protect the frontier is nearly
finighed, and my new house therein will be habitalle
before my wife comes down from Murvee. So after two
years and a quarter of eamp and hutling, T shall enjoy
the luxury of a room and the dignity of a house,
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Fonr, Munpiy, Ocl. g1sh, 1854,

I can givo better accounts of our own state than
for many & long day. Dear Susie is mmech better
than for a year past, and gaining strenglh daily, and
I am as well as possible. "We are now in our new
house in this fort, which has caused me so much
labour and anxicty ; and I assure you, a most com-
fortable dwelling we find it. Our houses (I mean
the European officers”) project {from the goneral front
of the works at the angles of the bastions, and are
quite private, and away from {he noisy soldiers; and
we have, for Indin, a very pretily view of the hills and
plains around us, Above all, the place seems a very
healthy one. To your sye, [resh from England, if
wonld appear desclate from ils solitude and oppressive
from the vastness of the seale of scene. A wide plain,
withoul a Lreak or a tree, thirty miles long, by fifleen to
twenty miles wide, forms our immediate [oreground on
one gide, and an endless mass of mountains on {he other.

We have just heard by telegraph of the en-
gagement al Alma, but only a brief electric shock
of a message, without details. We are in an age of
wonders. Ten months ago, there was nota telegraph
in Ilindoostan, yet the ntws which reached Bombay on
the 27th of this month, was printed at Lahore, 1200
miles {rom {he coast, that same afternoon.

Murniw, November 16th, 1854.
As yet, we have only felt the surging of the storm
which convulses Eastern Burope. The only palpable
gign of the ellects of Russian intrigue which we have
had, has been the commencement of negotiation with
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the Dost Mahomed Khau, of Cabul, who under the
pressnre from without, has been fain to seck for
allianee and nid from ns. WNothing is yet known of
his demaunds, or the intentions of Government, but
one thing is certain, that the commencement of nego-
tintions with us, is tho Leginning of evil days for
Affghanistan.

In Indin, wo must either keep altogether aloof or
abgorb, All our history shows that sooner or lnler con-
nexion with us is political death, The sunshine is nut
more fatal to a dew-drop than our friendship or allianco
to an Asintic Kingdom,



CHAPTER VIIL

REVERSES.—UNIUST TREATMENT.—LOSS OF COMMAND,—
RETURN TO REGIMENTAL DUTIES,

UP to this time my brother’s career in Indja

had been one of almost uninterrupted
prosperity. He had attained a position un-
precedented for a man of his standing in the
service, and enjoyed a reputation for daring,
enterprise, and ability, only equalled by the
estimation in which he was held by all who
knew him, for high principle and sterling
worth. He was, as he deseribed himself, the
most fortunate and the happiest man in India.
But now the tide of fortune turned.

A storm had for some time been gathering,
the indications of which he had either over-
looked or despised, till it burst with its full
force upon him, and seemed for the moment
to carry all before if, blasting his fair fame and
sweeping away his fortunes. Many circum-
stances had conspired to bring about this result,
some of which will only he fully appreciated by
those who are acquainted with the internal
politics of the Punjab at that period. His
appointment to the command of the Guides,
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over the heads of many of his seniors, had
from the first excited much jealonsy and ill-
will among the numerons aspirants to so dis-
tinguished a post. In India, morethan in any
other country,aman cannot be prosperous or [or-
tunate without making many encmies; and every
ascent above the level of your cotemporaries
secures so many additional *good haters;’ nor is
there any country where enmity is more un-
serupulous in the meuns to which it lwas
recourse. This mattered compuratively little
to my brother, so long as Sir Henry Luwrence,
to whose firm and diseriminating (riendship he
owed his appointment, remained in power.
He, however, had been removed from the Admi-
nistration of the Punjab, and those who lhad
effected his removal, and now reigned supreme,
were not likely to look with wvery favourable
eyes upon one who, like my brother, wns
known as his profégé and confidant, and had
not perhaps been as guarded, as in prudence
he ought to have been, in the expressions of
his opinion on various fransactions. More
recently still, Colonel Mackeson, the Resident
at Peshawur, his immediate superior, for whom
he entertained the highest regard and affection,
which was, I believe, reciprocated, had [allen a
vietim to the dagger of the assassin, This
had, if possible, a still more injurious inlluence
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on my brother’s position, as the new Resident
was; both on public and private grounds, opposed
to him, and made no secret of his wish to get
rid of him from the charge of the [rontier.

With a prospect of such support, my
brother’s enemies were not likely to be idle.
He had been warned more than once of their
undermining operations; but strong in con-
scious integrity, and unwilling to suspect
others of conduct which he would have scorned
himself, he °held straight on' upon his usual
course, till he found himself overwhelmed by a
mass of charges affecting his conduet, both in
his military and civil capacity.

All that malice could invent or ingenuity
distort, was brought forward to give impor-
tance to the accusations laid against him.
Every trifling irregularity or error of judg-
ment was so magnified, that a mighty fabric
was raised on a single grain of truth; and the
result was, that towards the close of the year
he was summoned belore & court of inguiry at
Peshawur.

That which seemed principally to give
colour to the charges against him was, that
there was undeniably confusion and irregunlarity
in the regimental accounts ; but this confusion,
far from having originated with him, had been
very materially rectified. He had succeeded
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to the command in October, 1852, and within
twenty-four hours started on a campuign which
lasted between seven and eight wecks, without
any audit of accounts between himself and his
predecessor, who had, immediately on making
over the command, lelt for England; so that
he found a mass of unexplained conlusion,
which he had been endeavouring, during his
period of command, gradually to reduce to
some order, This he had to a certain cxtent
accomplished when summoned unexpectedly
to undergo an investigation and meet the
gravest accusations.

T will, however, in preference to any state-
ments of my own, which might not unnaturally
be suspected of partiality, insert heve, though
it was written at a later period, a letter, giving
an account of the whole affair, from one whose
opinion must carry the greatest weight with
all who kmow him either personally or by repu-
tation, Sir I} Napier. It has somewhat of an
official character, as it was addressed to the
colonel of the 1st Bengal European Fusiliers,
when my Dbrother subsequently rcjoined that
regiment.

And I may here observe, with regard to
anything which I may now or hereafter say
reflecting on the eonduet and motives of those
concerned in this attempt to ruin my brother’s
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prospects, that I should not have ventured to
make these remarks simply on his authority,
unless I had had them confirmed, and more
than confirmed, by men of the highest cha-
racter, both civil and military, who were cogni.
zant of all the transactions, and did not seruple
to cxpress their indignation at what they
chaxacterized as o most cruel and unjust* perse-
cution.

From Corover (Now Sm R.) Narww, Chis/' Enginesr,

Punjab, to Coroney WELCHMAN, 15t Bengal Fusilisrs,

Ussars, March, 1856,

* My pran Cor. WeLomaN,—I have groat pleasure
©in meetingyour request, Lo state in writingmy opinion
 regarding my friend Lieutenant Hodson’s case.
 Having been on intimate terms of friendship with
“him since 1846, I was quite unprepared for the
“ reports to his disadvantage which were circulated,
“and had no hesitation in pronouncing my utter dis-
“ belief in, and repudiation of them, as being at
f yarianee with everything I had ever Iknown of his
“ character. Op arriving at Peshawur in March, 18535,
I found that Lieutenant Hodson had been under-
‘ going o course of inquiry before a Specinl Military
¢ Cowrt, and on reading & copy of the proccedings, I
¢ perceived at once that the whole case lay in the cor-
¢ rectness of his regimental accounts; that his being
summoned before a Conrt, after suspension from

* Omne of his priveipal acousers on his deathbed de-
clared that nothing coused him o much regrot ns his shame-
ful conduct towards Lieutenant Hodson in this business,
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¢ givil and military duty, and after an open invita-
¢ tion (under regimental anthority) to all complainants
¢ in his regiment, was a most unnsual ordeal, such as
‘ no man could be subjected to without the ** greatest
¢ disadvaniage ; and notwithstanding this, the proeeed-
¢ ings” did noleontain a single substantial case agninst
¢ him, provided he eould cstablish the validity of his
¢ regimental aceonnts; and that he eould do this T fel6
¢ move thon confident, The vesult of Major Taylor’s
¢ labovions and patient investigation of Liculenant
¢ Hodson’s regimental accounts has fully justilicd, but
 has not at all added to, the confidence that I have
¢ thronghout maintained in the honour and npright-
¢ ness of his conduct. It has, however, shown (what I
¢ believed, but had not the same means of judging of)
* how mueh labour Lieutenant Flodson leslowed in
¢ putting the alfairs of his regiment in order. Ilaving
¢ seen a great deal of the manner in which the Guide
‘ Corpe has leen employed, I ean well understand
‘how dillicult it has been to maintain anything lilke
¢ regrularity of office; and how impossible it may Le
f for those who romain quictly in stations with ofli.
¢ glent establishmeuts, to undersland or malke allow.
*gnea for the difficulties and irregularilics entailed
* by rapid movements on service, and want of propor
¢ office meana in adjusting accounts for which mo
¢ prganized system had been cslablished, The man-
¢ per in which Lientenant Ilodson has elueidated hig
¢ accounts since he had nccess to the necessary sources
‘ of information, appears to be lighly creditable. I
“ have twice hnd the good forfune to have been as-
* gociated with him on military service, when his
“high qualities commanded admiration, I heartily
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¢ rejoice, Lherefore, both as o friend and a5 o member
¢ of the service, “athis vindieation from most grievous
¢ and unjust imputations.” And while T congratulate
* the regiment on his return to it, I regret that one of
¢ the best swords should be withdrawn from the frontier
¢ gervice,—I remain yours very sincorely,
‘ R. Narmee,’

On the receipt of Major Reynell Taylor’s
report, to which reference is here made, Mr.
Montgomery (then one of the Commissioners
for the Punjab, now the Chief Commissioner
in Oude), ome of the men who, under God,
have saved India, wrote as follows :— b

*To me the whole report seemed more satis-
¢ factory than any one I had cver read ; and
‘ considering Major Taylor's high character,
* patience, and discernment, and the lengthened
¢ period he took to investigate every detail,
¢ most trinmwphant. This T have expressed to all
¢ with whom Ihave conversed on the subject.’

ATl this, however, is an anticipation of the
due order of events. I must go back again to
the Cowrt of Inguiry, in order to show more
clearly the injustice to which Lientenant
Hodson was exposed. The proceedings of the
Court terminated on the rsth January, 1855,
Till they were submitted to the Governor-
(General, no decision could be given, nor any
veport published, though every publicity had
been given to the accusations made. Up to

A
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the last week in July, the papers had not been
forwarded from Lahore to be laid before him.
Meawwhile, not merely had my brother been
suspended from civil and military duty during
the inquiry, but without wuiting for the result,
he had been superseded in his command, on the
ground that his continuing in Kuzolzai, where
his corps was stationed, was inconsistont with
the public interest. This will appear searcely
eredible, but worse remains behind,

Ten months after the conclusion of the
inquiry, in.consequence of repeated applications
from my brother for a minute investigation of
his accounts, Major Taylor, as had been men-
tioned, was appointed to examine them, and on
the 13th February, 1856, made hisrcport. The
document itself is too long and technical [or
publication, but the written opinions I have
already quoted of Sir B. Napier and Mr. Mont-
gomery are sufficient to show that it completely
established ILdeutenant Hodson’s innocence, -
and cleared him from the grievous and unjust
imputations cast upon him. Yet in March,
1857, he discovered that this report had never
been communicated to the Commander-in-
Chief, or Secretary to Government. It had
been quietly laid aside in some office, and no
more notice taken., Lord Dalhousie left India,
having heard all that could be said against him,
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and nothing in his vindication. I might give
many other details illustrative of the manner
in which, even in the nineteenth century,
official enmity can succeed in crushing one who
is so unfortunhte as to be its victim, and of
the small chance which exists of redress, but I
will not weary my readers with them.

I give a few extracts from my brother’s
letters at different times in the course of these
proceedings, to show the spirit in which he
bore this trial, bitter thongh it was, peculiarly
grievous to one of his ﬂensltwﬂ [eelings on all
points of honour,

In August, 1855, he wrote to me :—

They have not been able, with all their efforts, to
fix anything whatever upon me; all their allegations
(and they were wide emough in their range) have
fallen to the ground; and the more serious ones have
been utterly disproved by the mere production of
documents and books.” The most vicious assertion
was, that I had been so careless of the public money
passing throngh my hands, that I had not only keptno
proper accounts, but that paper had never been inked on
the subject, and consequently it would be impossible
to ascertain whether or not any deficiency existed
in my regimental treasure chest; and this after I
had laid my books on the table of the Court, and
begged that they might be examined, and after T had
subsequently officially applied for their examination
by proper accountants. Well, after seven months’

delay, I was offered tha opportunity of producing
Mg
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them; and thus I have now at last a chanee of
hringing out the real state of the ease. Up to the
present time, the most eritical and hostile examination,
lasting » month, has only scrved to prove my carliest
assertion, and my only one, that I eould give an
ample secount of every farthing of money intrusted
to me whenever it might plense the powers that be
to Ingmire into it. The sum folul of money repre-
sented by my account amounts to about 120,000/
passing through my lands in small fiuetional sume of
receipt and expenditure.

Not only do they find that I have regular con-
nected accounts of everything, but that theso arve sup-
ported by vouchers and receipts. It has been a sovere
trinl, and the prolonged anxiety and distress of the
past nine months have been nearly insapportable.

I almost despair of making you, or any one not on
the epot, undumstand the ins and outs of the whole
alfair; and I can only trust to the result, and to the
eventual production of all the papers, to put things in
their proper light.  In the meun time, I must onden-
vour to face the wrong, the grievous, foul wrong,
with & constant and uwnshoken heart, and to endure
humiliation and disgrace with ng much equanimity s
I may, and with the same soldier-like furlitwile with
which I onght to lace danger, sullering, and death in
the path of duty.

Waosmenam, Nov, 40, 185z,
Your two sad letters came close upon one another,
but I could not write then. The blow*® was over-
whelming ; coming, too, at & time of unprecedented
guffering and trial, it was hard to bear up against.

* The news of his fathor's death,
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What a year this has been! What ages of trial
and of sorrow scom to have been crowded into a
few short months, Qur dading babe was taken
from us on the day my public misfortunes began,
and death has robbed us of our father before their end.
The brain-pressure was almost too much for me,coming
ns the tidings did at a tima of peculiar distress. . .
The whole, indeed, is so peculinrly sad that one’s
heart seems chilled and dulled by the very horror of
the ealamity. . . . T look with deep anxiety for
yournext letiers, but the mail scems exclusively oceu-
pied with Scbastopol, and to have left letters behind,

Again, to his sister, some months later : —

I trust fondly that better days arecoming; but
really the weary watching and waiting for o gleam
of daylight throngh the clonds, and never to see it,
is more harassing and harder t6 bear up against than
I could have supposed possible, I have been tried to
the utmost, I do think., A greater weight of
public and private calamity and sorrow surcly never
fell at once on any individual. But it has to be
borne, and I try to face it manfully and patiently, and
to believe that it is {for some good and wise end,

By the way, I was much gratified and surprised at
sesing, in an article in the Calewita Review written
and signed by Sir Henry Lawrence, a most flattering
testimony* to my military charvacter. Coming af
such a time it iz doubly valuable.

# ¢ Liantenant Hedson, whe has succecded to the com-
¢ mand of the Guides, is an accomplished soldier, ool in
¢ gouncil, doving in action, with great natural ability im-
¢ proved by education, There are fow abler men in any
¢ parvics."
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In another letter he says :—

Itis pleasant indeed to find that nol o mau who
knows me has any belief that there has been anything
wrong., They think I have been politically wrong
in not consulting my own inlerests by propitinting
the powers that be, and they know that I am the
vielim of official enmity in high places ; but T am proud
1o say, that not one of thew all (und indewl I helieve
I might include my worsh fues and accusers in the
eafegory) believes that I buve committed any more
than arrors of judgment, and that, owing to bhe pres-
sure of work which eame upon me all at onee, and which
was more than one man conld manage at oneo, with-
out leaving something to be done at a more convenient
season,

I can honestly say, that for months before I was
summoned inlo Peshawur for the inquiry, I had never
known what a half hom’s respite [rom {oil and anxiety
was ; in Jaet, ever since I first Lraced the lines of the
fort at Murdan, in December, 1853, 1 was litornlly
weighed down by incessant ealls on my time und at-
tention, and went to bed at night thoroughly ex-
hausted and worn out, bo rise befvre daylight to a re-
newed round of toil and worry,

I remember telling John Lawrence, that il they
got rid of me, he would requive three men o do the
work which I had been doing for Government ; and it
has alveady proved literally true. They have had to
appoint three dilferent officers to the work 1 had done
single-handed, and that, too, afller the worst was
over |
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TUupana, Merel 25th, 1856,

Of mysell T have little to tell you: things have
been much in stadn gno. Major Taylor's report, of
which I am going to send you a copy, is most
satisfactory. There is much which you will probably
not undersland in the way of technicalitics, but the
general purport will be elear to you.

I expect to join my rogiment in about three weekes.
They are marching up [rom Bengal to Dugshai, a
hill station sixty miles from hence, and ten from
Kussowlee and Subathoo respectively, so I shall- be
close to old haunts, I am very glad we shall be in
o good climate, for though I have not given in or
failed, I am thankfol to say, still the last eighteen
months have told a good deal npon me, and T am not
up to heat or work, If the colonel (Welchman) can,
he is poing to give me the adjutancy of the regiment,
which will be a gain in every waoy, not only as
showing to the world that, in spite of all which has
happened there is nothing against my character, but
as increasing my income, and giving me the oppor-
tunity of learning a good deal of work which will be
useful to me, and of doing, I hope, a good deal of
good amongst the men, Tt will be the first step up
the ladder again, after tumbling to the bottom.

Soon afterwards, Lientenant Hodson rejoined
the 1st Fusiliers at Dugshai. It may be
necessary, for the sake of unprofessional
readers, to explain that during the whole time
that he had been Assistant-Commissioner in
the Punjab, or in command of the Guides, Le
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had continued to belong to this regiment, as
political or staff appointments in India do
not dissolve an officer’s connexion with his

own regiment,
On April 8th he writes from Dugshai :—

..... 1 have bLut htile to tell you o cheer yon
on myaccount. My health, which had stogl the trial
wouderfully, was beginning to fuil, hub 1 shinll soem
be sirong again in this healthy mountain aiv, 7000
foet nbove the sea.

This i o great thing, bud il is very lunl to hegin
agan as a regimential subaliern after nearly cleven
years’ hard work., Iowever, I s very fond ol the
profeszion, and there is mueh fo be done, und much
learnt, and, under any other eirenmslunces, I should
not regret being with English soldiers again for a
time., Everyone believes that I shall soon he righted,
but the “soon’ is a long time coming. 1 was much
gratified the other day DLy an wnexpected visit from
Mr, Charles Ruikes, one of the Punjab Commissioners,
who was passing through Umbaly, on his way to
take a high appointment at Agra, I had no personul
knowledge of him, but he eame out of his way to
eall upon me, and oxpress his sympuihy and his
apprecintion of (what he was plensed to eall) my high
character,

He said much that was encouraging and’ plessing,
which I need not repeat. It served pleasantly, how-
ever, to show that the tide wae turning, and that in
good men’s minds my character stood as high ns ever,

In addition to his other troubles, my brother



MR. ¢ RATEES, 169

was sullering all this time from a dislocated
ankle. He says in June :—

I have nothing to tell you of myself, save that I
have to-day, for the first time for eight weeks, put
my foot to the ground; I cannot, however, yet walk
a yard without crutches,

Duosuar, Sept. 24th, 1856,

I strive to look the worst boldly in the foee as I
would an enemy in the field, and to do my appointed
work resolutely and to the best of my ability,
satisfied that there is a reason for all; and that even
irksome duties well done bring their own reward,
and that if not, still they are duties.

But it is sometimes hard to pubt up with the
change ! I am getting a little stronger on my ankle,
but am still unable, at the end of five months, to do
more than walle about the house. Fancy my not
being able to walk 200 yards for half a-year.

——

Duasmar, Nov. Geh

I yearn to be at home again and sce you all, but
1 am obliged to check all such repinings and longings,
and keep down all canler cares and bitternesses, and
set my teeth hard, and will earnestly to struggle on
and do my allotted work as well and cheerfully as may
be, satisfied that in the end a Lrighter time will
come,

I know nothing in my brother’s whole
caveer more truly admirable, or showing more
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real heroism, than his conduct at this peviod
while battling with adverse fates.

Deeply as he felt the change in his position,
he accommodated himself to it in a manner
that won the admiration and esteom of all.
Instead of despising his regimental duties, irk-
some and uninteresting, comparatively speak-
ing, as they were, he dischurged them with a
zeal and energy, as well as cheerfulness, which
called forth the following strong expressions
of commendation [rom the colonel of his regi-
ment.  They are taken from a lefter addressed
to the Adjutant-General of the army :—

* Umpana, Jan, 184, 185y,

+ . .* T consider it a duty, and at the same timo feel n
¢ greab pleasure, in requesting you to submit, for the
¢ ennsideration of his Exccllency the Commander-in-
¢ Chief, this my public record and acknowledgment
f of the very cssential service Liculenani ITedson has
“ done the regiment at my specinl request, On the
“ arrival of the regiment at Dugshai I asked Licu-
* {enant Hodson {o act as quarlermaster. 1 pointed
¢ out {0 him that, mainly owing to a rapid saccession of
¢ quartermasters when the regimentwas onficld-service,
* the office had fallen into very great disorder; . . and
“that he would have to restore order oul of com-
“ plicated disorder, and to organize a more ellicient
‘ working system for future guidance and observance,
* To my great relief and satisfaction, Liculenant Hod-
feon most cheerfully undertook the onerons duties;
“he was suffering at the same time severe bodily
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¢ pain, consequent on a serious accident, yet this did
“notin any way damp his energy, or prevent his
¢ most suceessfully carrying out the object in view. . .
“ 1t is impossible to do otherwise than believe that
¢ this officer’s numerous qualifications ave virtually lost
“ to the State by his being employed as a rogimental
“ gubaltern, as he is fitted for, and capable of doing
¢ great justice to; any stalf sitnation ; and I am con-
¢ vinced, that should his Bxeellenoy receive with
* approval this solicitation to conler on him some
“ appointment suited to the high ability, energy, and
f zeal which I fear T have bob imperfectly brought to
* notice, it would be as highly advantageous to the
‘ service ds gratifying to myself. An officer whose
¢ guperior mental acquirements are fully acknowledged
¢ by all who know him; who has ably performed the
¢ duties of a civil magistrate in a disturbed district;
¢ whose knowledge of engineering has been practi-
¢ cally brought into play in the construclion of a fort
¢ on the North-Western frontier ; whose gallant con-
* duct in command of a regiment in many a smart
‘ engagement has been so highly commended, and by
* such competent anthorities, is one whom I have con-
¢ fidence in recommending for advancement; and in
¢ earncstly, yet most respectfully, pressing the recom-
¢ mendation, I plead this officer’s high qualificatinns
¢ az my best apology. . . .
. ¢ 1 have, &o.
(Signed) *J. Wercimiaw,
¢ Lisut.-Col. Commanding 1st Bengal
¢ Pusiliors.
Quite as strong was the testimony borne by
Brigadier-General Johnstone :—
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¢ To the Ansurant-GENERAL of the drmy.

¢ Brpmmso Drvision, Hean Quanteng, UMBALA,
Jan. goih, 1857
¢ Sir,— My mere conntersignatuve to Colonel
¢ Welchmon's letter in favour of Licutenant [lodson
¢ gpoms so much less than the oceaston demands, that
¢ T trust his lixeelleney will allow ol my submitting
* it in & more special and marked manner, I heg to
* accompany Colonel Welchman’s Totlor with u (esti-
“mony of my own to the high charucter of the
¢ officer in question.
¢ Rejoining his regiment as a lientenant, from the
¢ exercise of an important command calling daily for
¢ the display of his energy, activity, and sclf-reliance,
¢ and frequently for the manilestation of the highest
¢ qualities of the partisan leader, or of tho vegular
¢ goldier, Licutenant Flodson, with patience, perse-
fyerance, and zeal undertonk aud earried out the
" labovions minor duties of the rewimentnl siall' as
¢ well as those of a company; and with a diligenee,
¢method, and accuracy such as the best trained
¢ regimental oflicers have never surpnssed, suceceded,
¢ in a manner [ully justifying the bigh eonnnendation
¢ bestowed on bim by his commmuding offieer. Asn
“soldier in the fiekl, Lieutenant Hodson has grained
“ the applause of officers of the highest voputation,
“ eye-witnesses of his ahility aud courage. On the
¢ testimony of others, I refor to these, and that
¢ testimony g0 honourable to his name I Leg here-
* with to submit 1o his Tixcellengy.
*On my own observation, I am enabled to speak to
¢ Lieutenant Hodson’s charncter and qualitics in
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¢ quarters, and I do so in terms of well-enrned com-
f mendalion, and at the same time in the earnest
¢ hope that his merits and qualifientions will obtain
¢ for him such favour and preferment at the hands of
“his Excelloney as he may deem fit to beslow on
¢ this deserving officer.
¢ 1 have, &e.
(Signed) ‘M. C. JouxsToNE,
¢ Brigadisr-General, dio.'
T must add a fow more extracts from Lieu-
tenant Hodson's letters to mysell and others, to
complete this part of his history :—

Ducsuar, dpril jth, 1857

Your letter written this day three months reached
me &l Umbfla, at our mildest of ¢ Chobhams’ in {he
middle of February, and deserved an earlier reply,
but I have been quite taken out of the private corres-
pondence ling lately, by incessant calls on my time.
Regimental work in eamp in India, with European
regiments, no less than in quarters, is contrived to
cut up one’s time into infinitesimal gquantities, and
Leep one waiting for every other hall-hour through
the day. I had more time for writing when I com-
manded a frontier regiment, and governed a provinee !
These winter comps are very profitable, however, ind
not by any means nopleasant; and as Umbfila was
very full, we bad an unusual amount of society for
India, and some very pleasant meetings. I was {oo
lama to dance, but nol to dine, and lake part in
charades or tableaux, and so forth, and so contrived
to keep alive after the day’s work was over. I got
gome xkivdo¢ and vast kindoess for performing the
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more strictly professional rble of brigade-major o
one of the infantry brigades, and had excellent oppor-
tunitics of lenrning the essential, but so seldom
tanght or learned, art of manmwvring bodies of troaps.
My service has been so much ou the fronticr amd
with detached eovps, that T had previously had but
small opportunities fur the stndy. 1 had an interview
with General Anson the othier duy, amd 1 hopo a
satisficlory one. Ile is a very pleasant mannered and
gentlomanly wan, open and [frank in speech, and
guick to a proverb in appreheusion, luking in the
pith of a matler at a glance. As 1 always thonght,
it turned out that Major aylor's report had newer
reached the Commander-in-Chiel, nud they had only
the old ome-sided story to go upon, 1 explained the
whole to him, and as he had aleeady very kindly
read the papers relaling to the matter, he quite
comprehended it, and begged me to give him a copy
of Taylor’s report, when he would, if satislied, tvy
and sce justice done me. I trust, therefore, that at
Inst something will be done to clear me from all
stigma in the matter. As svon as thut is done he
will give me some appointment or other, unless
Government do it themselves. Sir Ilenry Lawrence
writes to me most kindly, and is ouly wuiting a
favourable opportunity to help me.

We are in o state of some anxicty, owing to the
spread of a very serious spirit of disalection among
the Sepoy army. One rogiment (the 19th of the
ling) has already been disbanded, and, if' all bave
their dues, more yet will be so before long, It is our
great danger in India, and Lord Hardinge’s propheey,
that our biggest fight in India would be with our
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own army, seems not unlikely to be realized, and
that before Jong. Native papers, education, and
progress are against keeping 200,000 native merce-
naries in hand.

To a Friend in Calcutta.
Duasnar, May 5th, 1857,

Unless T hear of something to my advantage
meanwhile, I propose starting for Caleutta about the
middle of this merry month of May, with the object
of endeavouring fo eflect by personal appeal and ex-
planations the sell-vindication which no mere papur

" warfare seems likely to extort from Government, I
had waited patiently for nearly two years, ‘striving to
be quict and do my own bosiness,” in the hope that
justice, however tardy, would certainly overtake me,
when an incident occurred which showed that I must
adopt a more active mode of procedure if I wished
for success. On applying for employment with the
force in Persin, I met with arefusal, on she ground of
what had occurred when in command of the Guides.
This you will allow was caleulated to drive a mom to
extremities who had been under the impression all
along that his conduct, whensoever and howscever
called in question, had been amply vindicated.

It appeared that while everything to my dis-
advantage had been carefully communicated by the
Punjab authorities to army head-quarters, they had,
with true liberality and generosity, suppressed ‘in
toto’ the results of the subscquent inguiry which had,
in the opinion of all good men, amply cleared my
good name from the dirt lavished on it. Even the
secretaries to Government had never heard of {his
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vindieation, and were going on believing all manner
of things to my diseredit ; Lord Canning also being
utterly ignorant of the faet that subsequently to Lord
Dalhousie’s departure, the resulls of the seeand inves-
Ligation had been communicated to Government,

There were clearly three courses open tu me, ‘dla
Bir Ltobert Pecl’

1at. Suicide,

and. To resign the serviee in disgust and join the
enemy.

grd. To muoke the Governor-Gonoral eat his words
and apologize.

I chose the last.

The fitst was too melodramatic and foreign; the
second would have been a trinmph to my fues in the
Puanjab ; besides, the cuemy might have been beaten |

I have determined, thorefore, on a trip to Caleutta.

You will, I have no donbt, agree with me that T s
perfectly right in taking the field agninst the enemy,
and not allowing the Goverument fo vest wntil I
have carried my point.

In another letter of the same date .—

1 have had another interview wilh General Anson-
at 8Simla, and nothing could have heen more satis-
factory., Ile was most polite, even cordial, and while
he approved of my suggestion of going down to Cal-
entta to have personal explanations with the people
there, and cvidently thought it a plucky idea to un-
dertakke a journcy of 2500 miles in snch weather
(May and June), yeb he said that I had better wait
till T heard again from him, for he would write him-
gelf to Lord Canning, and try to get justice done me,.
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I do trust the light is breaking through the dark-
. mess, and that before long T may have good news to
send you, in which I am sure you will rejoice.

Tt did break from a most unexpected
quarter.

This was the last letter received in England
from my brother for some months., Six days
after it was written, the outbreak at Meernt
oceurred, and almost immediately India was
in a blaze.

¢ Fortunate was it’ (my brother afterwards
said) ‘that I was delayed by General Anson
¢ £ill he received an answer from Lord Canning,
¢ or I should undoubtedly have beén murdered
‘.at some station on the road. The answer
¢ never came. It must have been between Cal-

. "¢ cutta and Allygurh when disturbances broke
* out, and was, with all the diks for many days,
* destroyed or plundered.’

Most fortunate, too, was it (if we may use
such an expression), that in the hour of Indin's
extremity, Lieutenant Hodson was within
reach of the Commander-in-Chief, and avail-

fable for service. It wasno longer a time to
stand on official etiquette. In that crisis, which
tried the bravest to the utmost, when a strong
will and cool head and brave heart were
needed, he at once rose again to his proper
place in counsel and in action,
X
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But I must not anticipate what belongs to
the next chapter. One fact, however, I cannot
refrain from stating here, as an appropriate
conclusion of this narrative, that within six
weeks of 1he date of the last letter, Licutenant
Hodson was actually commanding in the field,
before the walls of Delhi, by General Burnavd's
specind vequest, the very corps of Gaides (vomn
which he had been so unjustly custed two years
belore.

*Was there ever,” he says in reference o it,
“ a stranger turn on the wheel of fortune? I
‘ have much cause to be grateful, and T hope I
“shall not [orget the bitter lessons of

¢ adversity.’



PART IL

NARBATIVE OF. THE DELHI CAMPAIGN, 1857.

CHAPTER 1.

MARODN DOWH TO DELHI,

OH the 1eth May occurred the outhreak at
Meerut, closely followed by the massacre
at Delhi.

On the r3th, orders were received at Dugshai,
from the Commander-in-Chief, for the 1st
Bengal European Fusiliers to march withont
delay to Umbila, where all the regiments from
the hill stations were to concentrate. They
set out that afternoon, and reached Umbila, a
distance of sixty miles, on the morning of the
second day. From this point Lieutenant
Hodson's narrative commences. It is com-
piled from the letters or bulletins which he
gent day by day to his wife, written as best
they might, in any moments which he could
snateh from the overwhebming press of work,
sometimes on the field, sometimes on horse-

back. It is almost unnecessary to observe,
) N g
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that they were not intended for the public eye,
and would never have been published had my
lamented brother been alive, as he had the
greatest horror of any of his letters appeuring
inprint. Now, unhappily, the case is difterent,
and I feel, in common with many of his
friends, that in justice both to himself and to
the gallant band who formed the ‘ army before
Delhi,” this record of heroie fortitude and
endurance ought not to be withheld. 1t does
not profess to be a history of {he sicge, or mili-
tary operations connected with it; though il
is & most valuable contribution {o any history,
as Lieutenant Hodson, from his poesition as
head of the Intelligence Department, kunew
befter, probably, than any other man what
was going on both amongst the enemy and in
our own foree ; and his incidenial notices will
tell, Detter, perhaps, than the most Iaboured
description, what our men did and what they
suffered. Full justice will prohably never be
done them, nor their trying position appre-
ciated as it ought to be; besicgers in nume,
though more truly besieged ; exposed {0 inees-
sant attacks night and day; eontinually thinmed
in numbers by the sword, the bullet, the sun-
stroke, and cholera, and [or many weeks
receiving no reinforcements ; [eeling sometimes
as if they were forgoiten by their countrymen,
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and yet holding their ground against a nation
in arms, without murmuring or complaining,
and with unshaken determination. All ac-
counts agree in speaking of the cheerful and
‘plucky” spirit that prevailed, both amongst
officers and men, notwithstanding fatigue, pri-
vation, and sickness, as something quite
remavkable even amongst British soldiers.
Axnd i there was one more than another who
contribufed fo inspire and keep up this spirit,
il there was one more than another who
merited that which a Roman would have con-
sidercdl the highest praise, that he never de-
spaired of his country, it was Lieutcnant
Hodson. T have seen a letter from a dis-
tinguished officer, in which he says :—

¢ Affairs at times looked very queer, from the
“ frightful cxpenditure of life. Hodson's face
‘was then like sunshine breaking through
“the dark clouds of despondency and gloom
‘ that would settle down oceasionally on all but
¢ a few brave hearts, England’s worthiest sons,
‘ who were determined to conquer.’

If any should be disposed to think that my
brother, in these letters, speaks too exclusively
of his own doings, they must remember, inthe
first place, to whom they were addressed ; and
sccondly, that in deseribing ecvents—quoruii
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pars magna futi—it would be almost impossible
not to speak of himself.

He himself, even in writing to lus wile,
thinks it nccessary to apologize for Deing
“egotistical.” I believe, on the other hand,
that the highest interest of the following nar-
rative will be found to consist in its Deing

. a personal narrative, a history of the man,
an unreserved outspeaking of his mind aud
feelings ; nor am I alraid of others ihinking
apology called for, Nor, however much they
may disagree from his eriticisms on men and
measures, will they deny that he was well
qualified, both by his opportunitics of observa-
tion at the time, and lus past experience of
Asintic character, to form a judgment and
express an opinion without exposing himsell' {o
the chargoe of presumption,

Ustniza, day 15k, 1857,

We got here after two nights of very haramsing
marching. We starled badly, the men having been
drinking before they came to parade, and they were
hurried too mueh in going down hill, consequently
there was much straggling; buf, thanks to tutloos
(ponies) and carle and clephanis, gent oul to meet
us, we got in to-day in tolerable completeness. Aflhirs
ave very serious, and unless very prompt and vigorous
measures are taken, the whole army, and perhaps a
large portion of India, will be lost to us. Delhi is in
the hands of the mutineers—no uropean that we
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ean hear of being loft alive there—men, women, and
children, ull who were caught, have been Lutchered |
Brigadier Graves, Abbott, and some others have es-
caped. Willoughby, the Ordnance Commissary in
charge of the magazine and arsenal, is said to have
fired it himself to prevent the mutineers having pos-
sesgion of the contenls to arm themselves with—of
course, sacrificing his own life to such a duty. A lac
and a holl of muskets would otherwise have been in
the hands of the insurgents, The Commander-in-
Chief ecame in this morning. Here alarm is the pre-
valént {feeling, and conciliation, of men with arms in
their hands and in a slate of absoluie rebellion, the
order of the day. This system, if pursued, ig far more
dangerous than anything the Sepoys can do to us.
There is an outbreak at Perozepoor, but the Ewepeans
have the fork in their possession; if not, we should be
without arms, for the regiments here have no ammu-
nition, and Philour, our nearest source of supply, was
nearly falling into the hands of the Sepoys. Even
now, some say it is at their merey. TFortunately the
Maharajn of DPuttiala is stanch, and so are other
Sikh chicfs hercabouts, "We shall go on to Delhi in
a few days. That city is iv the hands of the in-
gurgents, and the king proclaimed Emperor of Hindoo-
stan | I do trust that the authorities will aet with
vigour, else there is no knowing where the affuir will
end. O for Sir Charles Napier now |
16th—Little is Jmown for certain of what is
going on, as there is no communication with, or from,
below. At present, the native troops have all gone
off bodily ; none remain in cantonments. We mareh,
I beliove, on Monday—gth Lancers, 75th Queen’s, 18t
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Fusiliers, and nine guns, taking the 5th, Goth Native
Infantry and 4th Cavalry with us—nice companions !
However, they can do us no harm, and they might
do great mischicf if left here. There has been an out-
break at Ferozepoor and Philour, but the mngazine
and bridge at the first place are safe in the hands of
her Majesty’s 6oth, and the authorities at Jullundur
sent off a party of Europeans aud [lorse Artillery ub
onee, who seenred the fort at Philour ; olherwine we
should have had no ammunition but what the soldiers
earried in their pouches, The times are critieal, hutb
I have no fear of aught save the alarm and indevision
of our rulers. All herc is sheer conflusion, and there
is a tendeney to trent these rebellious Sepoys with a
tenderness as misplaced ns it would be pernicious,
There iz actually a talk of concentraling troops, and
waiting to be joined Ly. othere before mnrehing on
Delhi; and they utterly refuse to detach even o porty
on Kurndl to protect the officers and treasury therve,
Thigis all very sad, and sometimes males one disposed
to question whether we are not sulleving from the
“ dementia’ which Providenco ‘sends us ile [orerunner
of rnin. However, our course is not yot run, and
whatever clouds may gather over us, there are good
results in store. The Punjab is quiet. Tho uative
troops at Menn-Moer were quictly dismemed, and do
their guards with bayonets only, This excellent ar-
rangement is Sir John Lawrence’s doing. Nothing
is known of Lucknow, or indeed of any place Lelow
Meernt. Allygnurh is supposed to have gono, Some
details of the massacre at Delbi, which I have just
heard from one of the escapees, are awful beyond
belief. Charlie Thomason is. said to have escaped ;
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Mz, Jennings, the chaplain, and his daughter were
among the vietims, Mr. Bercsford, his wife, and
five danghters all massacred. Poor Colonel Ripley
lived long enough to say he was killed by his own
men. De Teissier’s native artillery-men joined the
rebels with their guua—ha escaped, though severely
wonnded.

14tk —~We arve oll terribly anxions about the
hill slalions, reports having reached us that the
Groorkhas have mutinied and aitacked Simla. 100
men, with ammunition, have gone off this morning to
Kussowlie, Dugshai is easily defended. Simla is
most 1o be femred. . . . ., All this has put out
of my head for the time the good news for us,
Yesterday, I was sent for by the Commander-in-
Chicf, and appointed Assistanl Quartermasier-Gene-
ral on his personal stalf, to be under the immediate
orders of his Excellency, and with command to
raise 100 hovse and 5o foot, for service in the In-
{elligence Department, and as personal escort. All
this was done, moreover, in a most complimentary
way, and it is quile in my line, T am prepared to
sel 1o work vigorously; but I confess my anxiety
on account of the reports we hear respecting the
hill stations monkes me cruelly anxious.
General Anson, it seems, wrote aboul me Lo Tn.lbnt
but could get no answer before the outbreak oc-
earred, which makes this act of his, on his own
responsibility, the more complimentary. It is very
uncertain now when we move on.  All is quiet in
{he Punjab, I am thankful to say, and the rebels
have had s lesson read them at Ferozepoor which
will do good. The 45th Native Infuntry were uearly
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cut to picces Ly the 1oth Light Cavalry,* who pur-
sued them for twelve miles, and ent them to pieces.
This last is a great fact. One regiment ob lenst
has stood by us, and the moral effect will be great:
nothing known yet from below. Poor Macedonald,
of the 20th Nalive Infantry, his wife, nud their
three babes, murdered, with adjunets not to be men-
tioned. John Lawrence is acting with great vigour,
and they have organized o moveable foree af
Jhelum, composed of her Majesly’s 241h and 37th,
the Guides, Kumdon Batialion, and other Irregu-
lars, to move in any required diveetion. Monigomery
writes in great spirits and eonflidenee Irom Lahore.
I am just sent for by the chiell

Kumnit, May 186k —According to orders, T left
Umbéla at 8 30 ear., and veached heve at 4 30 A0,
baving prepared everything at Peeplee en roufe, T
hnd enly “Buox't with me, and did not apprehend
any danger until within o fow miles of Kurndl, hut
nothing whatever happened ; the road was deserled,
and not a soul 1o be seen. T am sheltered in a house
occupied by the refugees from Delli and the eivil
officers of Kurndl, about fifleen in all, wilh Mrs,
Wagentricher, her husband, and sundry sergeants,
&c. The Turopean troops will he here to.night.
What wonld I not give for a couple hundred of my
old Guides! I flatter myself I could do something
then. As it is, I must bide my time until T can got
o few good men together on whom I ean depend. I
have been go busy all day, writing letters on my knee,
sending off electric messages, cum muliis alits. 1 can

* They afterwards mutinied, 4 His bearer.
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but rcjoice that I am employed again; certain, too,
a8 I am, that the star of Old England will shine the
brighter in the end, and we shall hold a prouder
position than ever. But the crisis is an awful
ono |

May 19th.—This morning the Commander-in-
Chiel ordered me to raise and command an entire
new vegiment of Irvegular Horse. I do not know
who or what has been abt worle for me, but he
scoms willing enough to give me work to do, and I
am willing enongh to do it. The European troops
arrived this moming (I sent a tolegraphic message to
say so); and the Rajah of Jheend, with his men, lnst-
night. I have offered to elear the road and open the
eommunieation to Meerut and Delhi with the Rajah's
Iorse. If the Chief will consent, I think I am sure
of snccess. It is believed that nothing has cocurred
st Agra. The Ponjab all quiet up to last night; ne
long us that is the case we shall do. With God and
our Saxon arms fo aid us, I have firm faith in the
result.

2otk —Deep anxiety about the safety of the hill
slations continues unabated ; no lelters—no certainty
—only rumomrs. Were it not for this, I should
enter with full zest into the work before me, and the
fresh field which I owe to General Anson’s kindness.
He has at last consentod to my trying to open com-
munication with Meerut, so I start this afternoon to
{ry to make my wuy aeross with a party of the Jheend
Horse; and I have, under Providence, little doubt of
guceess, though I would rather have a party of my
dear old Guides, There has been an outbreak at
Agra, but all the Europeans are shut up in the fort;
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Allygurh and Moradabad have mutinied, but by God’s
help we shall got safely through.

20tk, 2 pa.—Just one line to eay I am starling,
and shall not be able to write to-morrow or next day.
8till no tidings from the hills! This is o lerrible
additional pull upon onc’s nerves at a time like Lhis,
and is a phase of war I never caleulated oun,

May 240k ~1 retwrned from my expedition (o
Meerut late lnst night. It was eminently successlul,
and I am off himmedintely to Umlila to report pro-
gress to the Chief, Much relieved by a letter frum
you.

2.5th—A hurried line only to say I am snle and
well, but dead beat. I went yesterday to Umbidla
by mail eart to report to the Comwander-in-Chicl,
Got there at 6 p.ou., and started back again al 11 2or,
As T have only had ene night in bed out of five, I um
tolerably weary, The Commander-in-Chiel wreived
this morning, I will give you more particulavs when
I have slept.

From a letter written from camp hefore
Delhi, in August, to Colonel D, Beaton :—

« « » “ Ag soon asthe Commander-im-Chiel reached
“ Umbila he sent for mo, and put me in charge of
¢ the Intelligence Department, as an  Assistanb
‘ Quartermaster-Genoral under his personel ovders, I
“ loft Umbilla by mail-cart that night for Kurndl, ascer-
¢ fained the staie ol things, made arrangoments for the
“ protection and shelier of the advanced party, and
“ oflered to open the road to Meerut, from Kurndl.
¢ He replied by telograph. Seventy-two hours aftor-
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¢ wards, I was back in Kurnfl, and telegraphed to him
¢ that 1 had forced my way to Mecrut,* and obtained
¢ all the papers he wanted from the general there,
¢ These T guve him four hours later in Umbdla, The
* pace pleased him, T faney, for he ordered me to raise

‘& Corps of Irregular Horse, and appointed me com-
¢ mandant,

May a5k, Evening—1 wrote this morning a few
hurried lines fo keep you from anxiety. I was too
tired to do more, the continued nightwork had

® Latter from an Qfficer,

‘When the mutiny broke out, our communications
*woro complotely cut off  Omne night, on outlying picket
*nt Meernt, this subject being discussed, T paid, “ Hodson
*is at Umbdla, I know; and I'll bet he will foree his way
‘through, and open communications with the Com-
¢t mander-in-Chiof and ourselves” At about three that
tpight I hesrd my advauced sentries firing. I rode off
‘to see what was the matter, and they told me that a
iparty of enemys cavalry had approached their post.
"When day broke, in oped Hodson. He had left
fKurniil (seventy-six miles off) at nine the uight Lefore,
twith ene led herse and an eseort of Bikh cavalry, and,
“ng I had anticipated, bere he was with despatelies for
(Wileem | How I quizzed him for approaching an armed
‘post at night without knowing the parole Hodson
‘rode straight to Wilson, had his intorview, a bath,
“hrenkfast, and two hours' sloep, and then rode back the
tgoventy-six miles, and had to fight Lis way for about
* thirty miles of the distanco.'

Another officer, writing to his wife at this time, says :—

¢ Hodson's gallant deeds move resemble a chaptor firom
*the life of Bayard or Amadis de Gaul, than the doings
tof o suboltern of the nineteenth century, The only
 feeling mixed with my admiration for him is envy.'
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wearied me out, and when I got back here at half-
past six this morning I was firly dend beat, Poox
Charlie Thomason is with me, Tam Lappy to have
Leen in some mensure instromental in getting him
in in safety, by offering a heavy sum to the villagers.
e had been wandering about in the jungles, with
soveral other refagees, for days, without foml or
cholter, I am deeply grieved for him, poor follow |
The stale of panic at Meerut was shoeking ; all
the Jadies shutr up in an enclosed Larrack, and their
hushands sleeping in the men’s barracks for sulely,
and never going beyond {the senbrics,

General Tewild is in o state of helpless imbeelity.
The best and Doldest spivit there was our friend
Alfred Light, doing his work maufully and well.
He had had some mivacnlous escapes. My ecom-
imission is to raise a body of Irregulur JTorse on the
uwsunl rates of pay and the regular complement of
native offieors, but the mumber of iroops o he
unlimited—i.e., T am to raise as many menas I please ;
4000 if T can gob them. The worst of it is, the
being in o park of the conntry T do not know, and the
necessity of finding men who enn he trosted. M.
Montgomery is aiding me wonderfully. 1le ealled
upon some of my old friends among the Sirdors {o
raise men for me. Shumshere Singh is raiging one
troop; Tej Singh dilto ; Emaumoodeon ditto; Mr.
Montgomery himself one or two ditto. All these will
be ready in about three weeks. I am to remain
Assistant Quartermaster-General, attached fo the
Commander-in-Chiel. This allows me free access 1o
him at any time, and {o other people in authority,
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-which gives me power for good. The Intelligence
Departinent is mine exclusively, and I have for this
line Sir Henry’s old friend, the one-eyed Monlvie,
Rujub Alee, so I shall get the best news in the
country. Montgomery has come out very, very
strong indeed, and behaved admirnbly. The native
regiments at Peshawur have been disarmed. One ab
Nnoshera (the 55th) was sent over to ocoupy
Murdéin in the absence of the Guides. They have
mutinied, and seized the fort, and confined the Assis-
tant-Commissioner. General Cotton is going against
them, and the Euzofzal folks will do their best to
prevent a man eseaping. As yet the Punjab is quiet,
and the Irregulars frue. The Guides are coming
down here by forced marches,

Caxr, Paneeprur, 276h—I1 wrote fo you this
morning, bul as I shall not probably be in the way
of diks to-movrow, I write a fow lines {o be sent
after I start onwards. You will have heard of the
gad denth of General Anson. e was taken with
cholera yesterday, and died without pain from collapse
this morning, He made over command to General
Barmard with his last breath. Sir Henry only
girived from Umbdla just in time. His death is
politically a vast misfortane just at this erisis, and
personally I am deeply grieved, and the natives will
be highly elated. I am even now hard at work,
raising my men, or taking means to do so, and have
already had applications for officers; but 1 shall not
gettle on officers till the men begin to collect, and
this time I will take cave to have none but gentle-
men, i T can lelp it. I am going downwards to-
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night; to look after the bridge* on this side of Delhi,
about thirty miles hence, by which the Meerat
troops will move to join ws. I take the Jheend
Horse ; Colonel T. Seaton is commanding the Golh
Native Infantry, and will be here to-night with them.
I don't envy him his new command, but he is a good
man, and a brave soldier, and if any man can geb
them over the mess, he will do it. Sir H. Barnard
is o fine gentlemanly old man, but hardly up lo his
work. Ilowewer, we must all pul our shoulders to
the wheel, and help him over the erisis. I trust he
will act with vigour, for we have delayed far too
long already.

2gth.—There is nothing new. I travelled
eighty miles between 2 p.a. yeslerday, and ten
this morning, besides heaps of business, I am tired,
I confess, for the heat is awful. The treasurvies are
empty, and no drafts are to be cashed, so how we
are to get money I cannot imagine, We hear that
a request hns gone to Lord Canning to send for
Pat Grant as Commander-in-Chief, pending in-
structions. I grieve fo poor General Anson, and
I ought to do so, for he was a good friend to me.

Suamarka, 3oih—My enrnest representations and
remonstrances scem at last to have produced some
eflect, for at % »par. yesterday we gol an order Lo
move on. The head-quarters follow us to-night from
Kurnfil. The “we,” means three squadrons of gth
Lanecrs, Money’s troop of Ilorse Artillery, and 18t
Fusiliers, Brigadier Hallifax is in command, but so
ill from heat and anxiety, that I begin to be anxious

* At Bhigput.
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about hinyand whether he will be able to remain
with the force iz donbtful. Colonel T. Scaton has
gone on to Rohtueck with the Goth Native Inflantry,
who, [ have no doubt, will desert to a man as soon
as they gel there. Ii is very plucky of him and the
other officers to go ; and very hard of* the authorities
o send them ; a half-hearled measure, and very dis-
credilable, in my opinion, to all concerned ; aflording
a painful confrast to Sir John Lawrence's bold and
decided conduet in 1his evisis. The old Guides are to
be here on the Blh or toth to join us. The heat
here is a cantion, and wriling in this melting climate
anything but easy, especially as chairs and tables are
not common, This regiment (156 Fusiliers) is a
credit to any army, and the [ellows are in as high
spirits and heart, and as plucky and free from croalking
as possible, and really do good to the whole force.
Kussowres, May grsf—Ilere we are one more
stage on our road to Delhi; we are, however, to halt
n couple of days or so at the nexl stage (Raee), to
await thearrival of General Bornard, Poor Drigadier
Iallifax was so ill that he would elearly have died
had he remained here, so we had a medieal eommittee,
put him into my shigram (a travelling wagon), and
gent him ofl Lo Kurndl for Umbila and the hills, I
sent n telegraphic message for Mrs. Hallifax to meel
him al UmbAla, This is bat the beginning of this
work, I fear; and before this business ends, we who
ave, thank God, still young and strong shall alone
be left in camp; all the elderly gentlemen will sink
under the fatigue and exposure. I think of asking
for Mr. Macdowell as my second in command ; heis
o genlleman, and only wants opportunity to become
[
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o gallant soldier, The whole puus of work here is
on my shoulders; every one comes to me for advice
and assistance, which is purely absurd. I shall do
all the work and others get the eredit, as nsual; but
in these days we cannot allord to spare ourselves,
The Empire is at stake, and all we love and reverence
is in the balance. I tried to persuade them to send
General Johnstone to Meerut to supersede Ilewitt,
I wish he had Leen there and was here; we have
few as good.

Raee, June 18/~ have just been roused op from
the fiveh: sleep T have had, for I don't know how long
(lying under a peepul tree, with a fine breeze like
liquid fire blowing over me), by the news that the dik is
going, so I can only say that all is well, and that we
are here, about twenty miles from Delhi, and I hope
ere night to capture some of the rascals who stripped
and ill-treated two Iadies near .this the other day on
their flight to the hills.

Colonel Hope Grant has arvived to command the
foree until General Barnard eomes, which will be on the
4th, and the Meerut people also. The Delhi mutineers
marched ont ten miles, and attacked Brigadier Wil-

_son ou thenight of the goth, at Ghazeennggur, on his
way to thisplace. He drove them back, and captured
all their guns. Some 8coo or 10,000 of them came
out, and he had only about 1oco men. Long odds,
this ; but of course all his men were Europeans. I
fear the 14th Irregulars have joined the mutineers,
If they would only make haste and get 1o Delhi,
we might do something.

Baee, and,—You will have been as much shocked as
I was by the tidings of poor Brigadier Hallifax’s death
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at Kornfl, only a few hours after T had put him inte
the carriage, with the comfortable assurance that his
wife would meet him at Umbdla. He died from
congestion of the brain, I have been much affected
by this, for I had a warm vegard for him, and
his very helplessness the last few days seemed to
strengthen the tie. I feel deeply for his poor wife
and children. Colonel Mowat of the arlillery is
dead too, of cholera. The weather is undonbtedly
very trying for old and infirm men ; but we are all
well here, and there is no sickness to speak of among
the troops. All will be here to-morrow. Head-
quarters, 75th, Queen’s, amd remainder of gth Lancers;
the heavy guns and and Fusiliers are only a short
way behind. Colonel Hope Grant commands. The
Meerut folks have had another fight (on the g1st)
with the Delhi mutincers, and again béaten them;
but this constunt exposure is very trying to Europeans.
I wish we were moving nearer Delhi more rapidly,
as all now depends on our gquickly disposing of this
mighty sore. I wish from my heart we had Sir
Henry Lawrence here; he is the man for the crisis.
We are all in high spirits; ouly eager to get at the
villains who have eommitted atrocities which make
the blood run cold but to think of, I trust the retri-
bution will be short, sharp, and decisive.

Anotherbateh of hal f-starved, hal F-naked Europeans,
men, women, and childven (s deputy eollector and
his family), were brought into camp to-day, after
wandering twenty-three days in the jungle.

Rame, grd—Things are so quiet in the Punjab
that I begin to hope that, if we do but make haste
in disposing of Delhi, the campaign may not be so

o2
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long, after all. Ewverything depends on that; we
dare not, however, caleolate on such good fortunc
either to our arms or ourselves. The Head-guarters
people joined this morning; they seem to stand it
better than I expected. Congleve complaings o gpood
deal, but Keith Young and Avthur Decher aro well.
I have not yet seen Siv II. Barnard. I was kept up
and out half the night, and then out again at duy-
break, so I am too tived and busy to pay visils. There
has been no farther fight that we know of. Charlic
Thomason rejoined us this morning ; le has picked
up a little since his starvation time ended, and docs
not look so like a wild beast as he did, Still good
news from Agra; there are, however, reports which
tend to show disturbances in the Allyghur and
Bolundshur districts,

AreeroRE, 56f.—You must not be anxious on my
acecount : I am in as good a position as possible for a
subaltern to be, unless, indeed, I bad my regiment
ready for service. I am sccond only to Becher in
the Quartermaster- General Department, and the Tniul-
ligence Department is entively my own. 1 feel deeply
for poor Mrs. Iallifax and her large family, and am
delighted that you are able to aidthem. I have tried
everywhere to get o bearer, but the nafives will not
serve us now, and I could get no one even on dvuble
pay. Only two days ago I succeeded in getting o
Bheestie. If we counld Lutget all theseventy-four native
infantry regiments in one lump we could manage them,
but they will never stand after wo get our guns to work,
I rode right up to the Delhi parade-ground this
morning to reconnoitre, and the lew Sowars, whom I
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met, golloped away like mad at the sight of one white
face. Had I had a hundred Guides with me I would
have gone up to the very walls.

Auvugrors, 66k —All the force is assembled tn-dny
enve the Meerut portion, and they will Le up to-night ;
the heat is severe, but not unhealthy. The siege
guns camo in this morning, and the and Eunrepean
Bengnl Fusiliers, and we are all ready to mowve on.
About 2000 of the vebels have come out of Delhi,
and pnt themselves in position to bar our road. Even
your pride would be satisficd at the cry when I ride
to the front or start on any little excorsion, I think
I am more than appreciated by the Head-quarters’
people. I had barely finished the word when T was
sent for by the General, and had a pretty strong
proof of the estimation I am held in, He had been
urged to one particular point of attack; and when I
wenb into the tent, he immediately turned to the
assembled couneil, and said, ‘I have always trusted
to Hodson’s intelligence, and have the greatest con-
fidence in his judgment. I will be guided by what
he can fell me now. BSo the eroankers, who had
been groaning, were discomfited. This is of course
for your own eye and car alone, but it is pleasant, as
the General Las only known me since he has now
joined the force.#®

Armerons, June ik —I have little to do with the
* Jheend Rajalh’s troops,” forther than that I am em-
powered to demand as many as I want, and whenever

®* T am told that one day about this time, General
Barnard said at the council table, * We must bave onr
Lest man to lead that column—Hodson, will you take
it "'—Fd,
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I want them. I bavoe twenty-five men on constant
duty with me, and to-day have asked for double that
number for extra duty ; beyond this, I have not, and
do not wish to have, forther to do with them. All
Rohilcund is in mutiny. In faet, the district of Agra
is the only one in the North-West Provinees now under
our control. What a terrible lesson on the ovils of
delay! It will be long yel, I [ear, ere this business
is over. Oh for Sir Henry Lawrence! Yet per-
sonally I have no reason to complain.

Camr, Drrux, June 8¢k, 1857 —Here we are sale
and sound, after having driven the enemy out of their
position in the cantonments up to and into the walls
of Delbi! I write a line in pencil on the top of a
drum to say that I am mereifully untouched, and
none the worse for a very bard morning’s work, Our
loss has been consideralle, the rebels having been
driven from their guns at the point of the bLayonet.
Poor Colonel Chester killed at the first five. Alfred
Light (who won the admiration of all) wounded, but
not severely. No one else of the stall’ party killed or
wounded ; but our general returns will, I fear, tell a
sad fale. Greville slightly hurt. The enemy’s guns
captured, and their dispersion and route very complote.
God has been very good to me., May His gracious
protection still be shown.



CHAPTER II.
SIEGE OF DELNL

Clasr perorE Denmr, June gth,
WROTE you a few harried lines on the field of
Lattle yeslerduy, to say that we Lad leaten the
enemy, and driven them back five miles into Delhi.
How grateful vest was after such a morning! The
Guitles came in to-day, and it would have done your
heart good to see the welcome they gave me—cheer-
ing and shouting and erowding round me like frantic
creatures. They seized my bridle, dress, hands, and
feet, and literally threw themselves down before the
horse with the temrs streaming down their faces.
Many officers who were present hardly knew what to
make of it, and thought the creatures were mobbing
me; and so they were—Dbut for joy, not for mischief.*
All the staff were wilnesses of this, and Colonel
DBecher says their reception of me was quite enough
to contradict all the reports of my unpopularity+ with
the regiment. There is terrible confusion all along
the road, and we can only get the diiks ecarried at all
by bribery stage by stage.
June 10k —~When I hastily closed my letter yes-
terday, I hoped to be able to write a long one for

* One of the officers who witnessed this scene told me
that the exclumation of the men on meeting him was,
¢ Burra Sevai-wallah,' or Great in Lattle —fd

+ This had been one of the unfounded charges against
him two years before.
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to-day’s dik, and to have had some hours’ quict to
myself; but before the post had well started, our
{roops were again under arms, the mutingers having
thought proper to attack our position: consequently
I was on horseback the whole day, and thankful to
et at night & mouthiful of food and a little rest. I
had command of all the troops on our right, the
galhnt Guides among the rest. They [ollowed me
with o eheer for their old commander, and belwved
with their nsual ploek ; bat T grieve deeply Lo sny
that poor Quintin Batlyo was mortully wounded, Ile
behaved most nobly, Daly tells me, leading his men
like a hero. Poor Khan Singh Itosah, who had come
down from the Punjul to join me ouly ithe sume
morning, wag badly shot throngh the shoulder, In-
deed, T did nef expose wmysell uwnmeeessavily, for
having to direet the movements of three or four
regiments, I could not be in the front as mueh as I
wished. God has mercifully preserved me, and I
humbly pray will eontinue Ilis gracious care. The
warmth of the receplion agnin given me Ly the
Gruides was quite alleeting, and hag produced a great
sensation in ecamp, and had a good ellect on our
native troops, insomuch that they are more willing to
obey their European officers when they sce their own
countrymen’s enthusiasm., Numbers of the men want
to come and join my new regimeut—in foct, the
largest proportion of the cavalry; but of course I
cannot take them new, nor until this business is over.
I am wonderfully well, and only a little anxious about
the hill stations, thongh I have full confidence in Lord
William Hay’s management. There is not much
sickness in camp, thongh many wounded, and there
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will be many more, I fear, before we get into
Delhi. We have been forlunate in the weather
hitherto,

The enemy are at least fonr or five times our
strength, and their numbers tell when we come near
them, despite their wanl of discipline. They are
splendid artillerymen, however, and aetually heat ours
in aceuracy of five.

Light works on magnificently, despile a severe and
painful wound in the head, I was very neatly coming
to grief onec this morning, for the sabre I thought
such o good one wenb the frst Llow, and the blade
flew out of the handle ihe second, the handle itself
breaking in two. I had to borrow a sword [rom a
horse artilleryman for the remainder of the day.

The Jheend men with me fought like cxeellent
goldiers. The good General came up when it was
over, and shook hands with me, and then with the
men neavest. Their Rajah has given the native ollicer
a pair of gold bangles, and doubled his pny. This is
the way to encourage soldiers, European as well as
native: reward them, if but with thanks, on the spot.

Colonel Thomas Seaton is ot Rohtuck, in command
of the 6oih Native Inlantry. How much longer they
will refrain from mutiny one cannot say; certainly
not long; though if any man can keep them steady,
Seaton will. I henr some 300 or 400 men are ready
for me; a few have already arrived with Khun Singh,
Meantime my position is Assistant Quortermaster-
General on the Commander-in-Chief”s personal stail.
I am responsible for the Intelligence Department, and
in the field, or when anything is going on, for direct-
ing the movements of the troops in action, under the
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immedinte orders of the General: I have no other
master, and he listens to my suggestions most readily.
Charlie Thomason is here, working away as an en-
gineer. Macdowell is well and merry, and much
gratified at my having asked for him.

June 144h—We wero roused up three {imes during
the night, and T have been deep in business with the
General all the morning, I was also inferrupled by
the mournful task of cmrying poor Batlye io his
grave; the brave boy died last night, with a smile on
his lip, and a Latin quotation on his tongue, “ Dulee
et decornm est pro palril mori” Poor fellow ! he
liad quite won my heart by his courage and amiable
qualities, and it is very, very sad, his early death. It
was a noble one, however, and worlhy of a soldier. We
have just been excited in eamp by the hasty arrival of
Colonel 8caton and the officers of the late 6oth Native
Infantry, which mutinied yesterday, and, spite of all
Seaton could do, they fired on their officers, who, how-
ever, all escaped, and came into camp sale, afler a rido
of fifty miles. Seaton iz with me, looking terrilly
worn and harassed, but he says quite well in health,
though disgusted enough, Dr. Coghlan (75th Regi-
ment) died of cholera last night, but, thank God, there
are no other cases in camp. I am much vexed at
the Lakere Clronicle ¢ butter,” and wish people would
leave me alone in the newspapers. The best ¢ bulter ’
I get is the deference and respect I meet with from
all whose respect I care for, and the affectionate on-
thusiasm of the Guides, which incresses instead of
lessening.

June 1208 —We were turned out early this morn-
ing by an attack on our outposts and position generally
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by the rebel army. A sharp fight ensued, which lasted
some four hours. The enemy eame on very boldly,
and had got close to ns, under cover of the trees and
gardens, before they were seen; however, the troops
turned out sharp, and drove them back quickly
from our immediate vicinity; they were then followed
up, and got most heartily thrashed. They have never
yet been so punished as to-day, I estimate their loss
in killed alone at 400, while oor loss was compara-
tively trifling, The Guides behaved admirably, so did
the Fusiliers, as usnal, Jacol’s wing was the admira-
tion of all; one oficer (Captain Knox, 75th) was
killed and one or two wounded, I do not koow bhow
many Earopean soldiers; but on the whole the affair
was o very creditable one.  Tam safe and sound still,
and again have to thank the Almighty for my preser-
vation.

Yesterday I was ordered by the General to assist
Greathed and one or two more engineers in forming
a project of attack, and how we would do to take
Delhi. We drew up our scheme and gave it to the
Greneral, who highly approved, and will, I trust, carry
it out; but how times must be changed, when [our
subalterns are called upon to suggest o means of carry-
ing out go vitally important an enterprise as this, one
on which the safety of the Empire depends! Wilber-
force Greathed is next senior engineer to Laughton.
Chesney is Major of the Engineer Brigade, and
Maunsell commands the Sappers, so they had official
claims to be consulted.

I was added, becanse the General complimentarily
told me he had the ulmost value for my opinion, and
though I am known to counsel vigorons measures, it
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is equally well known I do not urge others to do what
I would not be the first to do myself. It is a mueh
more serious business than was at first anticipated.
Delhi is a very sirong place, and the vash resources
which the posscssion of our arsenal has given the
mutincers has made the mutter a difficalt one to deal
with, except by the boldest measuves ; the city should
be carried by a eoup-de-main, and that at vnee, or we
may be muany weoks before Delli, instead of within
it. All issale at Agra, and the grd Turopeans are
quietly under cover. A large parly of us have just
been listening to a letter from Lovd W. Ilay, in
which he speaks in the highest terws of the conduet
of some of the ladies at SBimla, and says that the
senso and courage exhibited by one or two of them
has given o severe lesson to those who ought fo
know better than fo require il from the wenker sex,

June 136h—We were to have taken Delhi hy ns-
snult last night, but o ‘mistake of orders’ (7) as to
the right time of bringing the {roops to the ren-
dezvous prevented its excention. Iam much aunoyed
and disappointed at our plan not having been earrvied
out, because I am confident it would have been sue-
cessful. The rebels wore cowed, and perfeelly igno-
rant of any intention of so Lold a stroke on our pari
as an assault; the surprise would have done every-
thing. I am very vexed, though the General is most
kind and considerate in trying to soothe my disap-
pointment—too kind, indeed, or he would not so readily
have pardoned those whose fault it is that we are
still outside Delhi.

June 1448 —There was another smart engagement
last night, the 6oth Native Infantry having thought
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fit to signalize their arrival at Delhi by an attack
upon onr position ; they sullered for it, ns usual, but
also, ns usaal, we lost soveral good men whom, God
knows, we can ill spare. Mr, Kennedy was wounded,
and o Subadar and some men of the Guides killed.
I was not very much under fire, thongh I had to ran
the gountlet now and then of n rain of shot and
shells with which the rebels belaboured ws, Our
Artillery officers themselves say that they are out-
matched by these raseals in aceurnoy and vapidity of
fire; and as they have unlimited sapply of guns and
ammunitivn from our own greatesl arsenal, they are
quite beyond us in many vespeets. T am just reburned
[rom a long ride to look after a party of plunderers
from the city, who had gone vound our flank; T dis-
posed of a few.

June 156 —T have had a night and day of great
anxiety, owing fo fresh rumours of an outbreak at
Simla. I have mueh confilence in Lord W, Hay’s
judgment and management of the natives, but this
would not be sullicient were the station onee attacked.
The dik, however, has arrived, and guicted our appre-
hensions, There was asharp fight again this morning,
which lasted some hours; our loss was ot greaf, but
every man iz a loss. Our project for the assault is
still approved of, and entertained, but put off from
day to day, till it will be too late, It is now noon,
and I have been out since daybreak, and must get
breaklast.

June 166 —Everybody here is infinitely disgusted
at learning the truth about the report of a riot at Simla,
and the opinion is uiiversal that ought to be rve-
moved. Neyille Chamberlain is Adjutant-General of
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the army, and Pat Grant Commander-in-Chief. T do
not think either of them will approve of any soldicr’
showing his prowess in fighting helpless women and
children, or of one whose only courage is exhibited on
a peaceful parade, or when an unfortunate subaltern
is to Dbe bullied. The weather is infense to-day,
and I am mwneom(ortable from having canght a heavy
cold, lut it will soon go oll, T dare say. I men-
tmnad that four of us lad been ordered fo propare a
project of attack, and that we had snggested and
arranged a bold but perfectly feasible conp-de-main ;
it was approved and ordered, but in consequence of
’a not bringing up his troops, was foveed to be
abandoned : it has again been ordered, ecountormanded,
and finally abandoned. A council of war sat yester-
day, and resolved to wait for reinforcements!! our
scheme, however, is on record, and onr names
attached., General Barnard told me yesterday he
wished I was a captain, for he would pledge himself
to get me a majority for what I had already done;
he thought he ¢ might safely promise idaf at least,
But, alas | T am not a eaptain,

June 1844 —I was not able to write yeslerday, for
the eold, I mentioned as having eanght in common
with many others in camp, turned into a sharp attack
of bronehitis, or inflammation on the chest, and T was
really very ill for some hours. To-day Iam thankful to
say I am much better, though very wenk : the inflam-
mation has disappeared, and I hope to be on my horse
again to-morrow in spite of all the doctor says. Every
one is very kind, the General particularly so ; he insists
on having me in his own tent, as being so much larger
than my own, and he takes the most fatherly care of
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me, I can see no reason strong enough to induce
me to consent 1o any ladics coming to camp; it i=s
true that o Captain ——, who with his wife escaped
from Delhi to Umbdla, has dragged the unfortunate
woman back here again, though expecting her con-
[inement, and with not a shadow of comfort or shelter
except a tent., Even Mus. * and all the others
of her sex have been sent back to Meerat; they newer
ought to have been allowed to come with ns: the
grealest consolation 1o us here is the thought that
those dearest to us are in safety, and free from the
heat and dangers and annoyances of our life here,
Poor Drown was badly wounded last night in the
shoulder. I much fear that Dr. Hay has been
murdered at Bareilly ; his name is among the missing,
and searcely a hope remains.

June 1g4h—I am up and dressed, and crawling
about a little to-day, but much weaker than I fancied,
and dizzy with quinine, and vexed at being useless
ot such a time, The General purses me as if I were
his son. I woke in the night, and found the kind old
man by my bedside, covering me carefully up from
the dranght. The delay and absolute want of pro-
gress here is vory disheartening., There have been
repealed attacks upon us; all of course with the
snme result (but, for that matter, we are as npearly
besieged as the rebels themselves are), and we lose
valoable lives in every encounter, the sum total of
which would swell the eatalogue to the dimensions of
that of o gencral engagement. Our plan of carrying
the city by a eoup-de-main was frnstrated the first

* A Persian lady.
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night by the fears and absolute disobedience of orders
of , the man who first Jost Delhi, and has now by
folly prevented its being recaptured. The General
has twice sinee wished and even ordered it hnt has
always been thwarted by some one or other; lntterly
by that old woman , who lms eome hore for no-
thing apparently but as an obstaele; —— isalov a ery-
ing cvil to us. The Goneral knows this, and wants to
get rid of him, but has not Lhe nerve o supersede
him; the whole state of alfuirs here is bud to o
degree ; il is trne we always thrash the [ellows when
we can get at them, for they are contemplible as an
enemy in the open, being formidable in numbers only;
but the immense resonrces placed in Lheir hands by
ihe possession of our maguzine and arsenal inside a
walled and fortified {own, make it very diflicalt for
an army, unless provided with a proper siege equip-
ment and engineer park, Lo drive them oul in orthodos
fashion : we have ceitainly plenly of guns, ul we
have not men to work them ; and of the latier, thanks
to ——, we have absolutely nothing, so we do nothing
but fire away long shots at the distance of n mile,
and repel the enemy’s attacks ; instead of which we
ought 1o have had our baileries close up to the walls,
and been through them, days age. It was from the
convietion that we had no regular means of re:]nuin;g;
the place by the fire of our artillery, and at the dis-
tance we now are from the walls, and thot il was
vain to expeet our commandant of artillery 1o
aftempt any bolder stroke than ordinary with the
few guns for which he had hands, which indueced me Lo
press the capture of the place by assanlt, blowing
open the gates with powder bags, and rushing in
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with the bayonet. All was arranged, and under
Providence 1 venture to believe success was cor-
tain, but as I say, oll was frustrated by terror and
disobedience. I fear now nothing can be done for
many days, and until other troops arrive; mean-
while the evil is spreading, and disaffection, to use o
mild term, increéasing, I fear there iz no room to
doubt that Dr. Hay is dead ; he was actually hung,
with other civilians, in the markeiplace at Baveilly,
after going throngh a mock form of frinl. All the
Europeans at Shahjehanpoor have, we hear, béen
murdered while they were in church, at the same
moment as nearly as possible that the Bareilly tragedy
was going on.

June 20tk —I1 am much better to-day, but still
very weak, yet work I must. There was a sharp
fight again last evening, The enemy came down
and attacked our rear, and a sharp confliet ensued
between some 2000 Sepoys with six guns, and zoo
Europeans with one gun. The result was as usual,
bat two events occurred which were important for
me. Colonel Becher was shot through the right
arm, and Captain' Daly badly hit through the
ghoulder.

The consequence is, that I'have in effect to see to the
whole work of the Quartermaster-General of the army ;
and in addition, the General- has begged me as a
personal favour to take command of the Guides until
Daly has recovered. T at first refused, but the Gene-
ral was most urgent, putting it on the ground that
the service was ab stake, and none wasg so fit, 8o. &o.
T do feel that we are bound to do our best just now
to put things on a proper fooling, and after consult-

®
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ing Seaton amd Norman, I accepted the command.
How —— will gnash his teeth to see me leading my
dear old Guides again in the field. If Tecan but keep
it till Delhi is taken I shall be satisfied, for I think
I shall be able to do something towards so favourable
a result, Shebbeare was appointed sccond in com-
mand at my request, He is an exccllent soldier.
General Barnard* has writlen most strongly in my
favour, and has voluntarily pledged himself to get me
my majority a8 soon as ever I am a captain. I con-
fess 1 feel alittle proud at being carncstly requested
to take again the command of which the maschina-
tions of my enemies had deprived me, Our loss
altogether last night was not more than 50 killed
and wounded ; we took two guns—enemy’s loss about
500.
June 2188~ have been on horschback to-dny for

* From Masop-Geverar St H. Banvanp, Commanding

Field Fores, to the ApJUTANT-GENERAL of the Army.

¢ Oanr, Derut, Juns 16th, 1857,

{Bir,—While enclosing for the information of tho
f Commander-in-Chief the “reporta of ihe late atbacl
‘made by the enemy on the force undor my command, T
‘wounld wish to bring to his notico the asmstanco I have
¢ received in every way from the services of Licut, W, 8.
{ Hodsom, 1st B Euro Fusiliers,

‘Bince the arrival of his regiment at Umbila, up to
‘the present date, his unkiving energy and porpetual
‘m_:luatitu ossish me in any way in which his services
*might be found useful, have distingnished hin through-
‘out, and are now my reasoms for bringing this officer
:1:]11:5; speciplly to the mnotice of the Commander-in-

(Bigoed) - *H. M. Banyanp,
¢ Major-General,
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the first time since this attack of illness, s0 I may
be considered finally recovered, only I still feel con-
giderable weakness. It is very annoying not to be
quite up to the markin these stirring times, especially
when so much work has fallen to my lot. I am
fortunate, however, in not being, liko many of our poor
fellows, laid up with wounds and serious ailments,
God has been vory good to me, and in hothing
more go than in preserving what is most precious
to me [rom the hormible danger and suflering of
so many of onr poor countrywomen and children.
How thankfol I am now that Reginald exchanged
into an European corps. I never sce any of these
unhappy refugees, as we eall the poor officers whose
regiments have mutinied, wandering about the camp,
without uttering a mental thanksgiving that he is
safe from that at least, I feel more strongly every
hour that I should not have been justified in refusing
the command of the Guides under present cireum.
stances. We are, in point of fact, reduced to merely
holding our own ground till we get more men, The
drain on our resources has been enormous, while these
of the enemy have proved so much greater, both in
men, ammanition, and strength of position, than we
expected, and they have fought us so much more per-
gseveringly than was deemed possible, that it has
become imperatively necessary to be stronger before
striking the final below. The plan for carrying the
city® by assault, which I feel convinced would then

* Exiract of a Private Leiter from Caup fo
Lorp W, Hax.
Hoedson volunteered to lead the assault on the night
¢ of the r1th, but the plan unfortunately was not adopted ;

P 3
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have been successful, has now become impracticable.
The enemy are stronger, we are weaker ; besides that,
they would be prepared for any coup-de-main now.
Geeneral Johnstone is to be here by the 23rd, we hope
with considerable reinforcements, and more will follow,
I trust that a few days then will end this business, as
far s Delhi is concerned, and so enable a part at
least of the force to move on towards Allygurh, and
re-open the roads and ditks, and restore order for the
time ; but when the end will be who can say ?

The rising in Rohileund will, T fear, nssume
formidable proportions and give us much trouble, s
I think we shall scarcely be able to do anything
there bafore the cold weather, There is in fact every
prospect of a long and tedious campaign, May God’s
wisdom direct and His mercy defend us,

June 2and.~The hotbest day we have had yet;
but while I know that the hill stations are quict, I
can bear anything with equanimity, The rumours
down here, of all that has heen doing and fenred at
Simla, have been enough to nonerveany one who does
not know the truth. Lord W, Hay's judgment and
energy deserve every praise. FPersomally, T cannot
but feel gratified at the marked pleasure all hands,
high and low, bave shown at my renewed command

‘s small building in front of the gate, which he had
“fized on ns the rendezvouns, ia called ¥ Hodson's Mosque.”
*It would probably have been his fomb, for fow of the
‘ devoted band would have escaped, though the city would
 have been ours,'

A private letter from Camp of the roth June, says,
 Hodson, of the st Fusiliers, and old Showers, are
f pdmitted to be the beat officers in the field,
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of the Guides. All congratulate me as if they were
personally interested ; and as to the men themselves,
their voeiferons, and I really believe honest, delight
is quite overpowering, The wounded generally are
doing well, poor fellows, considering the heat, dirt,
and want of any bed but the dry ground, Their
pluck is wonderful, and it is not in the field alone that
you seec what nn English soldier is made of. One
poor fellow who was smoking his pipe and laughing
with the commade by his side, was asked, what was
the matter with him, and he answered in a lively
voiee, © Oh, not much, sir, only a little knock on the
back; I shall be up and at the rascals again in a day
or two.! He had been shot in the spine, and all his
lower limbs were paralysed. He died »next day.
Colonel Welehman® iz about again ; too soon, I fear,
but there is no keeping the brave old man quist.
Poor Peter Brown* is very badly wounded, but he is
cheerful, and bears up bravely. Jacob® has ¢ come ount’
wonderfully. He .is cool, active, and bold, keeps
his wits about him under fire, and does altogether well.
We are fortunate in having him with the force,
Grood ficld-officers are very scarce indeed ; I do mot
wonder at people at a distance bewsiling the delay in
the taking of Delhi. No one not on the spot can
appreciate the difficulties in the way, or the painful
truth, that those difficultics inerease upon us. The
very large reinforcements which the enemy are
receiving (the whole Bareilly and Rohilcund force,
some jooo men, are on their way to join) more than
counterbalance the aid which can reach us, so that

* 18t European Bengal Fusiliers,
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when the last party arrives, the odds will still be
immensely against us. It would not so much signily
if we could but get them into the open field, but for
every gun we can bring to bear upon them they can
bring four heavier ones against us. We drive them
before us like chafl' in the field, but they can and do
attack us in two or three quarters at once, and our
unfortunate soldiers are worked off their legs. I do
not say this lo make matters look gloomy, for I am ns
confident ag ever of the resnlt; but we may be a long
while yet, and a weary while too, before that vesult is
arrived at, Baird Smith will be here us Chicl Engi-
neer in & day or two, and if we can manage to geb
some batteries made suddenly, we may carry the city
ghortly ; but there are great obstacles. Iregretmore
than ever that the assaolt was not made on the night
of the 11th, when they were unprepared [or us, and so
much fewer in numbers, Now they iucrcase daily,
and the city is so overflowing, that the rasenls ave
encamped ountside the gates under cover of their for-
midable batteries, and in the glacis; so much fur
giving our arsenal into native kecping. All is well
at Agra; beyond that, we know nothing.

June 23rd~The rebels came out again this morn-
ing in considerable force, with the avowed intention
of attacking us on all sides, They have been frus-
trated, however, save on one point, and firing is still
going on. They do little more than anuoy us, and
the onlygreat evil they cause,isthe keeping our men out
forhours in this scorching heat. The worstofall is, that
we ean do but little harm to them, as they are well
under cover. The rascals most forward to-day are the
Jullundur troops, who ought never to have been
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allowed Lo join the king of the rebels here at Delhi;
why they were not pursued and eat up is ot present a
mystery, but indignation is strong in camp against
those who sullered their escape.

General Johnstone has met with a serions. accident
at Panecput, I hear,; most unfortanate indeed.

June 23rd.—An amusing story is told & propos of
the fight this morning. A rascally Pandy, thinking
all was over, put his head ont of the window of one of
the houses, in ihe shade of which.a few Enropeans
and Goorkhas weve resting,  One of the latter jumped
up, Jaid hold of the rcbel by his hair, and with cne
chop of his ¢kookric’ took ofl his head. Atkinson
should mnke a sketch of this for the Ilustrated
News.  Bavel, of the glh Lancers, came in this mom-
ing, in an ineredibly short space of time, from his
shooting expedition in the interior, ten days’ journey
beyond Simla. He reports all quiet there, thank
God. I am sadly weak, I find, and have been obliged
to change my work from the saddle to the pen more
than onece to-day. This want of physical strength
depresses me. It is a burden to me to stand or walk,
and the excessive heal makes it diffieult for me to
recover from that sharp attack of illness. The doctors
urge me to go away for a little to get strength—as
if I could leave just mow, or as if I would if T
“eould.

June 241k —I have been in the saddle nearly all
day, thongh obliged occasionally to rest a bit when I
could find shelter, One of my halts was by the side
of Alfred Light, who has behaved magnificently under
trial and diffienlty. It does me good to see the ‘ Light
of the ball-room’ working away at his guus, begrimed
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with dust and heat, ever cheery and cool, thaugh dead
beat from fatigue and cxposure. He is one of o
thousand, and a host in himself.

The enemy turned us out very eatly, and the fring
continued without intermission till dark, and euch a
day; liquid fire was no name for the fervent leat,
Colonel Welchman got an ugly wound in ihe arm,
and Dennis was knocked down by the sun, and
numbers of the men; but nothing less thau a knoek-
down blow from sun, sword, or bullet, stops a British
soldier. How well they fought to-day; and to do
them justice, so did my old Guides and my new Sikhs,
whils the little Goorkhas vied with any in endorance
and courage; but the mismanagement of matters is
perfectly eickening. Nothing the rebels can do
will equal the cvils arising from ineapacity and inde-
cision,

Fortunately Neville Chamberlain has arvived, and
he ought to be worth a thousand men fous. I can
but remember when Lord Dalhousic gave me the
command of the Guides, how anxious ‘he was {or
me to exchange it with him for the Military Secre-
taryship at Lahove, Spite of all, I can never regret
not having yielded, for I feel that these two years of
persecution and suffering have been of service to me,
I can truly say, it is good for me to have been afllicted,
and I am conscious of being more fitted cither for:
the Victoria Cross or the soldier’s grave | I do not
think either that Chamberlain bears me any ill will,
rather the contrary ; but did he do g0, I would ]-:ua-:a
anything personally, for the sake of having his in-
fluence predominant at head-quarters. 1 am neither
down-hearted nor desponding when I say that with
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our present chiefs I see no chance of taking Delhi. It
might have been done many days ago (certes, it was
not for want of a distinet plan being before them or
a willing leader), but they have not the nerve nor the
heart for a bold stroke requiving the smallest ns-
samption of responsibility. Horses are very scarce
here, and I have the greatest difficulty in getting my
own men mounted, Mr, Montgomory is helping me
wonderfully with men, and I receive offers for service
daily, but in these mutinous times it is necessary to
be cantious. A telegraph from Agra says, ‘Hmvjr
firing at Cawnpore ; result not known.’

June a5th—There is little doing to-day, save a
vain fire of long shots, and I fear nothing ellective
will be done till the 8th and 6ist amive. I hope
much [rom Chamberlain, The General, though one
of the kindest and best of men, has neither health
nor nerve enough for so responsible, and really very
difficult, a position as that he is now in. Our loss in
officers and men bears o sadly large proportion to our
successes, In the 1st Fusiliers it is, foo, melancholy :
Colonel Welchman with a very bad hit in the arm,
in addition to his sickness when he came to Delhi
from Dugshai; Greville down with fever; Wriford
with dysentory ; Dennis with sun-stroke; Brown
with wounds. Jacob and the “Loys’ have all the
work to thomselves, and well indeed do the boys
behave, with o courage and coolness that would not
disgrace veterans. Little Tommy Butler, Owen,
Warner, all belhave like heroes, albeit with sadly
diminishing numbers to lead, I am vexed at the
mistakes or fulsehoods of the newspaper reports. So
far from having been wounded in the fight of the



218 SIEGE OF DELIT.

1gth, I was not even present, but ill in bed. When
Colonel Becher came into camp wounded, T got up
and struggled into the saddle, and tried to get far
enough to send up fresh troops ; but I had not got
ten yards Lefore I fell from my horse, and was all but
carried back to my tent again.

I am more and more convinced that I was right

not to persist in my refusal to take again the eom-
mand of the Guides. It was so pressed on me, and
surely the best eradieation of tho reproach of removal,
was the boing asked to ro.ssume it in times of
difficulty and danger like these.
" That this is the general view of the case is shown
by the warm and hearty congratulations I meet with
on all sides. Thereis but one rule of action for a soldicr
in the field, as for a man ot all {imes, to do that
which is best for the public good ; to make that your
sole aim, resting nssured that the result will in the
end be best for individual interest also. I am quite
indifferent not to see my name appear in nowspapor
paragraphs and despatches; only content if I can
perform my duty truly and honestly, and too thanlkfnl
to tho Almighty if I am daily spaved for future
labours or future repose,

The story prevalent in the hills, that yooo of the
enemy are pitched in the open plain, is & mere
magnification of the ‘simple fact, that o surplus
portion of the rebels have encamped under cover
of their gums, and close up under tho wall of
the city, and remain there all night, but this is on
the side opposite. us. We are not very well off
quont & lo cuivine. I never had so much tronble in
getting anything 6t to eat, excopt when I dine with
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the General. Colonel Seaton® lives in my tent,
and is a great companion ; his joyous disposilion is a
perpetual rebuke to the croakers. Don’t believe
what is said about our batteries doing no harm, The
same wos said of Mutira, .yet when we entered
scarcely a square yard was uuploughed by our shot.
One of the native officers of the Guides (you know
how ingenious they are at disguise) got into the
city as o spy, and remained there four days. He
reports groat dissension and quarrelling smong them-
selves. Ilobbery and fighting, and everything that is
bad, between the newly arrived rebels and the
city people. This account my own native news
letters confirm. The gth Native Infantry had already
deeamped, and thousands wonld follow if they dared.
This last I doult; the spirvit of bravado, if not of
bravery, is as yet too strong. The rascals in the
lnst engagement came out in their red coats and
medals |

June 266k, —~1 have been so hard at work the whole
day, that I can only find time fo say the cnemy has
made no sortie to-day, but Pandy amuses himsell
with fiving long shots incessantly ; all well, however.

27th—Wo were turned out before I had hardly
turned in, by onother attack of the robels. This
time a fuint one, which has been alroady repulsed
with {rifling loss on our side. Tor a short time, how-
ever, the cannonade was very heavy, and Lhave seldom
been under a hotber fire than for abont threo gquarters
of an hoor at our most advanced baltery, covered
overy moment with showers or rather clouds of dust,

* Bir Thomas Seaton, K.C. B,
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1gth, I was not even present, but ill in bed. When
Colonel Becher came into camp wounded, I gol up
and struggled into the saddle, and tried to geb far
enough to send vp fresh troops ; but I had not got
ten yards before I fell from my horse, and was all but
carried back to my tent again.

I am more and more convinced that I was right

not to persist in my refusal to take agnin the com-
mand of the Guides. It was so pressed on me, and
surely the best eradication of the reproach of vemoval,
was the being asked to re-nssume it in limes of
difficulty and danger like these.
" That this is the general view of the case is shown
by the warm and hearty congratulations I meot with
on all sides. Thereis but one rule of action for a soldier
in the field, as for a man at nll times, lo do that
which is best for the public good; to make that your
sole nim, resting assured that the result will in the
end be lest for individnal interest also. I am quite
indifferent not to sce my name appear in newspaper
paragraphs and despatches; only comtent il I can
perform my duty traly and honestly, and too thanlkful
to the Almighty if I am daily spared for fature
lzbours or future repose.

The story prevalent in the hills, that 5000 of the
enemy are pitched in ihe open plain, is & mere
magnification of the simple fact, that a surplus
portion of the rebels have encamped under cover
of their guns, and close up under the wall of
the city, and remain there all night, but {his is on
the side opposite us. We are mnot wvery well off
quant & la cuivine, I never had so much trouble in
getting anything fit to eat, except when I dine with
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the General. Colonel Seaton® lives in my tent,
and is a great companion ; his joyous disposition is a
perpotnal rebuke to the croskers, Don’t believe
what is said about our batteries doing no harm, The
same wae said of Muottra, .yet whoen we entered
scarcely a square yard was wuploughed by our shot,
One of the native officers of the Guides (you know
how ingonious they are at disgnise) got into tho
city as & spy, and remained there four days. He
reports great dissension and quarrelling among them-
selves, Robbery and fighting, and everything that is
bad, between the wewly arvived rebels and Ghe
cily people. This account my own native news
lotters confirm. The gth Native Infantry had already
decawmped, and thenzands would follew if they daved.
This last I doubt; the spivit of bravado, if not of
bravery, is as yet loo strong. Thae rascals in the
lost engagement came out in their red coats and
medals |

June 3664 —1I have been so hard at work the whole
day, that I can only find time to say the enemy has
made no sortie to-day, but Pandy amuoses himsell
with firing long shols incessantly ; all well, however.

27th—We were turned out before I hud hardly
turned in, by another attack of the rebels. This
time a fuint one, which has been already repulsed
with irifling loss on our side. For a short time, how-
ever, the cannonade was very heavy, and I have seldom
been under a hotler fire than for abont three quarters
of an hour at our most advanced baltery, covered
every moment with showers or rather clouds of dust,

* Bir Thomas Seaton, K.C.B,
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stones, and splinters; but we kept close, and no one
was hurt, There has been an outery thronghout
camp at ’s baving fled from Bhgput, the
bridge which caused me so mnch hard riding and
hard work to get, some time ago. A report came
that a portion of the mulineers were moving in that
divcetion, and he fairly Dolted, lenving loats, Lridge
and all! Yet he had with him all the Ruajah of
of Jheend’s men, horse, fool, and guns, and never
even saw the twinkloe of o musket. In [net, it is not
at all sure that an enemy wans ever near him, By
this conduet he hag not only ent us oll' from oll com-
munication with Meerut, but actually left the lonts
to be used or destroyed by the enemy. Our rein-
foreements are in sight, at least the camp of ihe 8th,
and I do trust no further delay will {ake place in our
getting posscssion of Delhi. The insurgents ave
disheartened, and I have no doult Lui that the
moment we get posscesion of a single gale the
greater portion of them will run out through the
opposite ones. The only formidable pmt of the
enemy is their artillery, which is amazingly well-
served, and in prodigious abundance, a8 my experience
this morning abundantly proved. Harris, of the znd
European Bengal Fusilicrs, was wounded this morning,
but not dangerounsly, All quiet at Agra, wo believe,
but no particulars known. .

June 284k —I have just got orders to proceed to
Bhagput some twenty-five miles off on the Jumna, and
sce what the real stote of affairs is, and lry to save
the boats, so I have only time to say I am much
better and stronger, which is a great comfort, for I
conld not have ridden the distance a few days ago.
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The reins have begun, and the air is colder and more
refreshing, though not exactly what one could wish,
Certainly the hot season in India is not the pleasantest
time in the year for campaigning, and this the rascally
mutineers were fully aware of before they begun.
Colonel Greathed and the 8th came in this morning,
and the 61st will be hero to-morrow,

June agth—I was thirteen hours and a half in
the saddle without intermission yesterday, and got
back to camp alter midnight, very tired, but none the
worse ; fortunately, I had a cloudy day and a tolerably
eool breezo for my worle. I recovered the hoats and
found all quiet, in =pite of ’s disgraceful flight,
He Lad not even the sense or courage to draw ihe
boats over to our side of the river, consequently three
were burnt and the whole place plundered. So much
for acting on native reports, without at least at-
templing to ascertain their accuracy. The conse-
quences are bad and discreditable to a degree,

I doubt whether General Barnard vsed the exach
expression reported regarding Tombs, but he did say,
and well he might, that he was as gallant and good
a soldier as any in camp, and eo indeed he is.

The fight of the 23td was a much more severe one
than was reported. It was not over till davk, and
our loss was the heaviest we have yet had to deplore
gince we got here on the 8th.

Reports must not be depended on. The fact was,
Major Olpherts arrived early in the morning. Imy-
self gulloped out to meet him, and as he passed, when
the fight had just commenced, he fired once at the
enemy, and then came into camp to rest his men alter
their long march., We were out the whole day until
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dark, and hall dead with fatigue. Colonel Welchman
sullers severely from his wound, bul bears it Lravely,
as does Peter Brown.

Eyerything quiet to-day, no firing on either side.
I do hope this part of the business will soon be over,
and that they will only wait for the 6ist and Coke's
regiment, both ol which will be here to-morrow or
next duy. Colonel Seaton himself recommended the
disarming of hisold Corps, the g35th Native Infuntry.
To-day we hear it has been dome. All was safe ol
Cawnpore and Lucknow up to our last news.

July and—1I have heen quile unable o wrile since
the agth, on the might of which, I was ordered off
agunin to Bbégput, to try to bring the boats down-lo
camp, either to make a bridge hereor a “slop * for the
enemy., The order was given wilh the complimen-
tary addenda from the General, ‘beeause I ean trust
your judgment quite as much as your energy.’ I ex-
pected to be back in good lime on the goth, but the
winds and waves were against me, and I eould not
get my {leet of boats down the river.

Shebbenre was with me, and we worked like a conple
of “ navvies,” passing the two days and one night on
the banks of the river, without sheller,and almost with-
out food, for we had nothing buta coupleof ‘chupnities®
each, and a small tin of soup and a little {ten, which I
forbunately took with me. Poor Shebbeare would soon
lose the graceful rotund of his figure if he were long
¢on such short commons, but I do not think any
amount of starvalion could reduce my horizontal
dimensions.

Alls well that ends well, however, and I suceeeded
in getting every boat safe inlo camp last night, I
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missed the skirmish of the goth by being at Bhdgput.
The 61st have arrived, rich in twenty officers, We
are getting more supplies now, and I have sot my-
self up with plates and dishes for the small charge
of one rupee. Colonel Seaton’s traps and servants-
will be here to-day, and then we shall bo comfortable,
for hitherto a very limited allowance for one has been
but small accommodation for two. For my new regi-
ment two complete troops are on their way from Lahore
and will be heve on the 8th, and another troop from
Jugraon shonld be here in o weck. Two move troops
are preparing at Lahore,

Montgomery takes the most kind interest in my
new Corps, and I am rejoiced and comforied to find
that he covdially approves of my having accepted the
Guides. T have as much confidence in his judgment
as in his kindness. has been shelved, and
allowed to get “sick * to save him from supercession.
I do not like euphnisms. In these days men and
things should be called by their right names, that
we might know how far either shonld be trusted.

Sir E. Campbhell arvived here to-day by mail-coxt,
and will be & valuable addition to the 6oth, or he will
belie his descent from the Bourbons and Fitzgeralds,
He is o man you can always trust, which is saying
something in these hard times.

July grd—Whatever I may have sacrificed of
pride and personal feeling to a sense of duty, I shall
be fully rewarded by entering Delhi at the head of
the Guides. Here at lenst there iz but one opinion
on the subject. My poor gallant Guides ! they
have sullered severely for their fidelity to our cause,
above a fourth of the whole having been killed or .
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wounded, including some of our best men. Koor
Singh, the little Goorkha Subadar who won the
Order of Merit in that stiff affair at Boree in’g3, is
gone, and others whom we could ill afford to lose,
now that so much depends on the fidelity of the
native ofcers—the Guides more than all. Surely,
then, I am right, knowing and feeling that my
influence with them is so great, to sink every personal
consideration before the one great end of publie
safety, which implies that of onrselves and thoso
dear to us. If wo fail here at Delhi, not a soul in the
Punjab or Upper Provinces would be safe for a
day.
July 5th—It was impossible for me to write by
yesterday’s dik, for the rebels got into our rear during
the night of the 3rd, and attacked Alipoor, the first
stage from Lence on the Kurnéll road. I was out
yeconnoitring, and saw them moving out some five
miles on our right. I reported their position at
7ea. on the gid, but not until 3 Aarof the 4th
were any mensures talken, by which time of course
they had attained their end, and were in [ull march
back to Delhi. At daybreak yesterday I pointed out
their exact whereabouts to Coke (who commanded
the party sent to attack them), and T did not get
back to camp till 8 2. ; a hard day’s work, cspecially
as T had no breakfast, nor indeed food of any lkind,
and hunger makes the heat tell.

We beat 5000 of the rebels in the moming, and
were twice attacked by unpwards of goco in the
course of the day, I took the Guides in pursuit (as
soon as our guns had driven the ewemy from their
position), and drove them inlo a village. Unfor-
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tunately we did not do hall as well as wo ought, for
though Coke is & good commandant of a regiment,
and a good man for the frontiers, he is no general,
and did not manage well, or we should have cut up
numbers of the enemy and taken their guns,

Our loss was about thirty or forty Europeans,
and three of my native officers temporarily disabled.
Both men and horses were terribly knocked up towards
the end of {he day, and could hardly erawl back to
camp, and no wonder. I was mercifully preserved,
thongh I am sorry to say my gallant ‘ Feroza’ was
badly wounded twice with sabre cuts, and pavt of his
bridle cut thronph, and a piece of my glove shaved
off, so it was rather close work, My men, who were
most engaged of all, esenped with the loss of one
killed and six wounded, and six horses put Jore de
combaf, T am dissatisfied with the day’s work, inas-
much s more might have been done, and what was
done is only satisfactory as a proof of the ease with
which Anglo-Baxons can thrash Asiatics at any odds.
Yesterday they were ab least from ten to fifteen to
one against wa, To-day General Burnard has been
attacked with cholera, I grieve to say; and Colonel
Welchman is wery ill indeed. The doctors dread
erysipelas, which al his age would be serious; beyond
this, the wonnded are generally doing well,

July 6th—Poor General Barnard died last night,
and was buried this morning. e sanlk rapidly, for
anxiety, worry, over-exertion and heat had prepared
his system, and it was impossible for him to bear up
. against the viralence of cholera. Personally, I am
much grieved, for no kinder or more considerate or
more genllemanly man ever lived. I am so sorry

Q
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far his son, a fine brave fellow, whose attention to his
father won the love of us all. It was quite beauntiful
to see them together.

I have just seen a copy of a very strong minule
anent the Bhigput affair, which shows the General
was not disposed to pass it over lighily. The
eivil anthorities, however, are delermined to sup-
port ——, though in camp there is but one opinion
of his conduct. The present slate of things is
tervible, enongh to fret one to death—no lwad, no
brains, no decision, Neville Chambexlain, thougl of
decided excellence as a man of aclion, is, I begin 1o
fear, bul a poor man of business. I'rompli deeision in
council is what we want : there is no lack of vigorous
action, There are plenty to obey; but we want somo
one to commwand, We have seen nothing of the
enemy outside the walls since the 4th. I am worked
off my legs all the same, and the day is not half long
enough for what I have to do. To make matters
worse, too, poor Maedowell iz down with fever; a
sad loss just now lo “Hodson’s Iorse,” na {hey eall
my growing eorps. I am sadly ofl' for clothes, as we
of course are only too glad to help the poor refugees
who come into eamp with none,

July 81k —We left camp at 2 A, with a consider-
able force, and marched to a bridge some ten miles off,
which we blew up to prevent the enemy annoying us,
and then marched back again. I tried hardio induce
Chamberlain, who commanded, {o march Lack by
another road, which I lLad reconnoitred, and which
would have bronght us close along the rear and {lank
of the enemy, but he would not do so, though ad-
micting that I was right. 'We have bad eloven hours
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in the saddle and in the sun, mercly for this trifling
gain. My face is like * General Gascoigne’s,’ and my
hands perfectly skinless, I must get some dogskin
gloves, for it is as much as I can do to hold a sword,
much less a pen. There has been no fighting since
the 4th, and my news-writers from the city spealk of
much disheartenment, and symptoms of a break up;
but I doubt this latter being more than a report,
while the enemy are so well provided both with
*maldriel’ and ¢ personnel.

I have just returned from o long chase after a party
of the enemy’s horse, safe and unhurt, Lut drenched to
the ekin by a cataract of rain. There has been some
hard Lighting to~-day, The 8th Irvegulars from Bareilly
came into onr eamp, thanks to the defeetion of a
party of the gth Irregular Cavalry who were on
picket duty. The rascals consequently were enabled
to get into our very lines, and cut down one officer at
his guns. There was a tremendous row and. confu-
sion for a short time, but we soon pat it to rights.

"I had warned the anthorities repeatedly that the

Irregulars were not to bo trusted, but they were too
faint-hearted or “merciful’ (Heaven [orgive mc for
using such a word about such villsins) to dissrm
them, and both the regiments, about which I re-
ported, have since gone wrong.

July 10th,~We are nearly flooded out of camp by
the rain, and everything is wet and wretched but
ourselves. I have no respite from work, however, and
have only time to say that the ladies in the hills
could not employ themselves better or in a greater
work of charity than in making flannel-shirts for the
soldiers, for our stores are either in the enemy’s

Q12
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hands or not come-at-able, The soldicrs bear up like.
men, but the constant state of wet iz no small ad-
dition to what they have to endure from heat, hard
work, and hard fighting. I know by experience
what & comfort a dry flannel-shirt is.

There is a sad joke against me in camp, and I
cannot help joining in tho laugh aguinst myself,
though cnraged at having been tho vietim of such a
gell, Paney my riding up o a purty of horse, and
asking who they weve, being told they were our
own men, gth Irregulars, and then marching pawallel
to them [or three miles, and not three-quarters of a
mile apart, when, had I known who they were, I
could have destroyed every man.* Mr, Saunders
arrived in eamp to-day, looking as fat and well as
possible, though he and his prelty wile had a narrow
escape ond hard day’s riding from Moradabad.

July 1168 —Pen-work again all day, as the enemy
seem to prefer keeping under cover from the rain,

Mr, ——'s story is so far true, that I did
earnestly urge the construction of a bridge with the
boats I brought down from Bhigput, but without
success. There are difficulties, I admit, and great ones,
but I humbly think they might be overcome now,
as they certainly conld three weeks ago, when our
plan of assanlt was suggested, and adopted by General
Barnard, There is a sad ontery in camp against
Chamberlain for having used his influence to pre-
vent the disarming of what remains of the gth Irregu-

* ‘They went into the city, and reported that thoy had
:defentad t-hz{ g;mtiw Lan Bu&h&duor (Red Wu&or}ﬂ{n-:ll a
ge party of his horse, and wers rewarded acoordingly.’
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lars. Numbers of them had deserted, aud one native
officer, and those who were on picket duty, actually
admitted a party of the enemy into our eamp; and
yet forsooth, becanse they were Chamberlain’s regi-
ment once on & time, the order to disnrm them,
which the General had actually issued, wes cancelled.
I confess T expected better things than this weak-
ness, when onr very lives® depend on firmness and
decision.  Tight has just come in off duty, so be-
grimed with smoke and powder as searcely to be dis-
tinguished even by his own men. He iz admitted
to be one of the Lest of our officers, and certainly
one of the hardest working, Tombs always dis-
tingnishes himsell.

July 12h—300 of my new regiment have just
arvived. 100 more left Lahore on the #th, and 100
will be here very soon from the Sutlej, Mr, Mont-
gomery has done me most essential service, as I
could never by myself (with another regiment to
command, and so much pen-work to do) have got so
many men together; and everything he does is so
complete. He sends figured statements giving all
details regarding men and hovses (these last ave very
difficult to got), which will save me much fime aud
Iabour hereafter, He has been really most kind, and
has, moreover, during this troublous time, evinced
an energy, decision, and vigpour for which I believe
the world havdly gave him credit. For officers, I
hope to have permanently, Macdowell, Shebbeare (now
acting as my and in command of the Guides, and a
most excellent oficer), and Hugh Gough of the grd
Cavalry. Saunders made ——'s removal a ‘sine qua
non’ before he would take charge of the district.
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He came {o me to recommend a good officer to com-
mand the Jheend troops. I named that merry grig,
George Hall, who is, I believe, available, and a
really good soldier. I have got a very nice lad “pro
tem’ in the Guides, young Craigie, who promises
very well indeed. I have soven officors atiached to
the Guides, but two are wounded, and Chalmers iy
very ill. Young Lllis of the 1st Fusilicrs is down
with cholera, poor boy; snd Colonel Welehman
dangerously ill and in great agony, I grieve deeply
for the brave old man, for I feny we shall lose him,

July 136h—We have had news from Agra to-day
up to the 7th. The Neemuch rebels and others ap-
proached Agra from the south. The grd Europeans
and I’Oyly’s Batlery went out to meet them wilh the
Kotah Contingent. The Contingent turned against
us as soon as they came in sight of ihe encmy. A
fight ensued, in which the mutineers got well heaten,
despite the {reachery and great disparity of numbers ;
two of their guns were taken, On our side we lost
one gun, the tumbrils having been blown up and the
horses killed. All our men’s ammunition was ex.
pended, and they had to retire in good order info
the fort. D'Oyley was killed and two officers wounded.
Thirly casualiies in all. The mutineers then rushed
into cantonments, which they burnt and pillaged; then
broke open the greai jail and released the prisoners.
They did not venture near the fort, bult marched off
towards Muttra, and will, I suppose, come here. The
delay bere is sickening; if it continues mueh longer,
wo shall be too weak-handed to attempt to take the
place until fresh regiments arrive. '

I inspected my throe new troops this morning;
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very fine-looking fellows, most of them. I am
getting quite a liltle army under me, what with the
Guides and my own men., Would to Heaven they
would give us something more to do than this de-
sultory warfare, which destroys our best men, and
brings us no whit nearér Delhi, and removes the end
of the campaign to an indefinite period.

July 14k —O0nly time® to say Iam again mercifully
preserved, safle and unburt, after one of the sharpest
encounters we have yet had. Shebbeare got wounded
early in the fight, so I led the Guide Infantry myself
in the skirmish of the villnges and suburbs. I charged
the guns with some cight horsemen, n party of the G
Guide Infuntry and 1st IPusiliers. We got within
thirkty yards, but the enemy’s grape was too much
for our small party. Three of my olficers, Shebbeare,
Hawes, and De Brett, slightly wonnded, and several
men ; but though well to the front, my parby sullered
proportionably least.

Of the Fusilicrs who were with us, some sixty men
werae wounded ; Daniell’s arm broken by ashot, Jacol’s
horse shot dead under him, Chamberlain shot through
the nvm, little Roberts wounded, and several more.

Everybody wonders I was not hit; none more than
myself. God has been very mereiful to me. Colonel

* Exiract from Letter of Corower (wow B T.) SpaTon,
Jrom Camp, at this time :—

‘Hodson's conrage and conduch are the admiration of

fall, and how he ﬁata throngh the immense amount of

¢ work and fatigne he does is marvellous
‘Ha has the soondest heart and cleavest head of any

 man in csmp.
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Welchman better, Brown also. More particulars
hereafter,

July 15th—1 «could only write a few words last
night on my return from the fight, worn out as I was
with a severe day’s work. It is pretty much the same
now, and while T write I am obliged to have two men
to keep the candle alight with their hands, for the
breeze gets up at night, and we have all the ‘ Kanats’
of the tents down to enable us to breathe; and having
no shades to the candlesticks, it is rather difficalt to
write even that I am safe,

July 166h—1I have just bade good-lye to Colonel
Welchman, The poor old man is better, Lut sadly
pulled down and aged. The doctors now think his
arm may be saved, that it may remain on, but it will
never be of the slightest use to him again, the elbow-
joint is go mueh injured. Ile and Captain Brown
start to-morrow night with a convoy of sick and
wounded men and officers for Umbila and the hills,
Of these, the 1st Tusiliers form a sad proportion.
With one or two exceptions, nothing could Le better
or more gallant than the conduet of this regiment.
Jacob, Greville, Wriford, all admirable in the field,
and the younger officers boyond all piaise; Butler,
F. Brown, Owen, and Warner, markedly so. In all
the worst of the awful heat, dust, fatigne, work, and
privation—and all have been beyond description—our
plucky fellows have not only kept up their own spirits,
but been an example and pattern tothe camp, If any
one was down in his luck he had ouly to go to the
Fusiliers’ mess and be jolly.

The story in the papers about the boot was cssen-
tially correct for once, though how they should
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have got hold of it T do not know, for I never
mentioned it even to you, sinee it certainly could
not be called a wound, though a very narrow escape
from one. A rascally Pandy made a thrust at my
horse, which I parried, when hoe seized his ¢ tulwar’ in
both hands, bringing it down like a sledge-hammer ;
it canght on the iron of my antigropelos legging,
which it broke into the skin, cut through the stirrup-
leather, and took a slice off my boot and stocking ;
and yet, wonderful fo say, the sword did not penetrate
the gkin, Both my horse and myself were staggered
by the force of the blow, but I recovered myself
quickly, and I don’t think that Pandy will ever raise
his “bulwar’ again. Ishould not have entered into all
these details about self but for those tircsome papers
having made so much of it. The fight on that day
(the 14th) was the oll story. An allack in foree on
the right of our position; the cnemy were allowed to
blaze away, expending powder, and doing usno harm,
until 4 ».v., when a column was sent down to turn
them out of the gardens and villages they had cecupied,
and drive them back {o the city. I had jusb relurned
from a long day’s work with the cavalry, miles away in
the rear, and had come back as far as Light's advanced
battery. I was chatting with him for a few minutes
en passant, when I saw the colomn pass down. I
joined il, and sent for a fow Lorsemen to accompany
me, and when we got under fire, I found the Guide
Infantry, under Shebleare, had been sent to join in
the attack. I accompanied them, and while the
Fusiliers and Coke's men were driving the mass of
the enemy helter-skelter through the gardens to our
right, I went, with the Guides, Goorkhas, and part of
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the Fusiliers, along the Grand Trunk Road leading
right into the gates of Delhi. We were exposed to a
heavy fire of grape from the walls, and musketry from
behind trees and rocks; but pushing on, we drove
them right up to the very walls, killing uncounted
numbers, and then were ordered to relire. This was
done too quickly by the artillery, and some conlusion
ensned, the troops hurrying back too fast. The con-
sequence was, the enemy rallied, bringing up infandry,
then n large body of cavalry, and behind them aguin
two puns to bear on us, There were very low of
onr men, but T managed to get eight horsemen lo
the front, Shebbeave, though wonnded, aided me in
rallying some Guide Infantry, and Greville and Jacoh
(whose horse had just been shot) coming up, brought
a fow scatteved Fusiliers forward. I called on the
men to fire, assuring them that the Lody of cavalry
coming down would never stand. I got a few men
to open fire; my gallant Guides stood their gronnd
like men; Shebbeave, Jacob, Greville, and lilile
Butler, came to the front, and the mass of the cnemy’s
eavalry, just as I said, stopped, reeled, turned, and fled
in confusion; the guns behind them were for the
moment deserled, and I tried hard to get up a charpe
to eapture them; we were within ihivty pnces;
twenty-five resolule men would have been enongh;
but the soldiers were blown, and conld not push on
in the face of such odds, unsupported as we were, for
the whole of the rest of the troops had retired. My
eight horsemen stood their ground, and the litdle knot
of officers used every exertion to aid us, when enddenly
two rascals rushed forward with lighled portfires in
their hands, fired the gung, loaded with grape, in our
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faces, nnd when the smoke cleaved away, we found, to
our infinite disgust and chagrin, that they had
limbered up the guns and were off at a gallop. We
had then to effeet our retreat to wejoin the column,
under a heavy fire of grape and musketry, and many
men and officers were hit in doing it. I managed {o
got the Guides to retire quictly, fighting as they
went, and fairly checking the enemy, on which I
galloped back and brought up two guns, when wo
soon stopped all opposition, and drove the last living
rebel inlo his Pandemonium. My Guides stood frm,
and, as well as my new men, behaved admirably ; not
go all who were engaged, and it was in consequence
of that poor Chamberlain got wounded; for sceing a
hesitation among the troops he led, who did not like
the look of a wall lined with Pandies, and stopped
short instead of going up to it, be leaped his horse
clean over the wall into the midst of them, and dared
the men fo follow, which they did, but he got o ball in
the shoulder. There is not a braver heart or cooler
head in camp; his fault is foo great hardihood and
exposure in the field and o sometimes too injudicions
indifference to his own life, or that of his men, We
are in o nice fix hore; General Teed iz so ill he is
ordered away at énce; Chamberlain is on his back for
six weeks at least; Norman, however, is safe and
doing admirably, were he to be hit, the ¢ head-quarters’
would brealk down altogether, There will be no assault
on Delhi yet; our rulers will now less than ever
decide on a bold eourse; and truth totell, the numbers
of the enemy lhave so rapidly inereased, and ours have
been so little replenished in proportion, and our losses,
for a small army, have been so severe, that it becomes
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a question, whether now we have numbers sufficient
to risk an assault. Would to Heaven it had been
tried when I first pressed it. How many brave hearls
have been sacrificed in consequence. Coke's men
suffered severely on the 14th from getting too close,
yet not: elose enongh, to the city walls.

July 17t —But litlle private writing for me lo-
day, as I have only just come back from Brigadier
Hope Graut’s {eni, whither I went on business, and
I have been fully oceupied with news wrilers eum
mullis adiis, 1 bogin to think of giving up this
Quartermaster-General’s work now thal Limes arve
go changed. I began with poor Genernl Anson,
¢ under his Excellency’s personal orders;’ I conlinued
this worlc under General Barnard ot his request, and
now for, these last days under General Reed; lut he
{00 is incapacitated by sickness, ape, and anxiely, and
goes off to the hills {o-night. Colonel Curzon lefl
for Simla yesterday. Colonel Congreve also goes, so
the head-quarters of the army are finally lreaking
up. The Adjutant-General (Chamberlain) is badly
wounded, the Quarlermaster-General (Colonel Becher)
ditto, though he does work a little in-doors, il' one
may use such an expression of a tent, but he ought
not to do even that mnuch, so badly hurt as he is,
Colonel Young, Norman, and myself are thercfore
the only representatives of the head-quarter stafl,
except the doctors and ecommissavies, The head
quarters of the army are now at Caleuita, General
Pat Grant’s arrival having been announced, and this
army has dropped into merely a field force, commanded
by Brigadier Wilson as senior, with the rank of
Brigadier-General. I can havdly reconcile myself {o
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throw up the Intelligence Deprtment now that I
have had the trouble of getting it into working order,
but for my own sake I must do so, for it is a terrible
drag on me, and ties me down too much. I am
wonderfully well, thank God! and able to get through
a8 much work as any man; but commanding two
regiments, and being eyes and ears of the army too,
is really too much! Shebbeare and Macdowell are
appointed to my regiment in general orders—the
former as sccond in command, but to confinue for the
present with the Guides; the latter as adjutant, but
to act as second in command also, for the present,
I hope to have another officer or two in a few days,
as more now devolves on poor Mac than his [ragile
frame can well stand. I wish his bodily strength
was equal to his will and courage. It is hot, oh!
how hot, and we can bave nothing but a hand
punkah ocecasionally ; if our servants were to make
off, we should indeed be in a pretty predicament, but
hitherto they have been faithful and unmurmuring,.
July 19th—I was quite unable to write yesterday,
as I went out long befors daylight; so with the
exceplion of a few minutes at 8 At I was in the
saddle until dark! We had a smart engagement in
the afterncon. I was sent for to fake the Guide
eavalry down into the suburbe to support some guns,
and assist in driving the enemy back into the city.
We were eommanded by & fine old gentleman, who
might sit for a portrait of Falstaff, so fat and jolly is
he; Colonel Jones of the foth Rifles. We got
down to our point, close fo the walls of Delhi,
easily enough, the rascally enemy being ready enough
to turn and fly for shelter; but {o return was the
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difficulty ; {he instant we began to draw off, they
followed wus, their immense numbers giving them a
greab power of annoyance at very slight cost to
themselves. The brave old colonel was going 1o
retire “all of a leap,’ infantry, guns, and all in a
helpless mass, and we should have suffered cruel loss
in those marrow roads, with walls and luildingy on
both gides, I rode up to him and poinied Chis out,
and in reply roceived carle blanche to ack as I saw
best, This was soon dono with the assistance of
Henry Viears (Adjutant 61st) and Coghill (Adjutant
and Bengal Earopean TFusiliers), both cool soldiers
under five, though so young, and we got ofl' in good
order and with trifling loss, drawing the men back
slowly and in regular order, covered Ly Dixon and
Money’s guns. My own men, whose duty was the
difficult one of enduring o very hot fire without
acting, beliaved admirably, and I had the satisfuction
of losing only one killed, and two wounded, besides
a few horses, who goncrally come off' seennd Dest
where bullefs are flying about. My poor * Feroza’
was hit by one, but not dangerously, and I was again
most mereifully preserved unharmed. I was out
again early this morning reconnoitring, and have only
just relurned in timo to write even so much, too
much of myself as usual for my own feeling, but you
will have it so.*

* ‘On the return of the detachment from the fight of
“tlie t8th, Colonel Jones, who commanded, went to the
‘ Geoneral and begged to thank Captain Hodson for hia
‘most gallant and efficient assistance, adding his hope for
* no better aid whenever he had to lead for the future'—
Expract from a Letter from Camgp.
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July 20ih.—1 had a very fatigning, beecause sun-
shiny; ride yesterday, and a troublesome species of
reconnaissance, to prevent the enemy getting info our
rear. Their name is indeed © legion * compared with us.
Ishould say from all' T can ascertain Ly the news-
letters, that there cannot be less than 36,000% lighting
men in Delhi, while we are barcly a fiflh of that
number, including cavalry and alll Our position
however, is much strengthened, and we now beat
thom with half ihe trouble we had at first, their
appetite for fighting being considerably lessened hy
having been so repealedly driven back ; but alas! we
only drive them back, while we do not advanes an
inch. The odds have moreover fearfully inercased
against us by their continned nccessions, and T conloss
I now gee less and less hope of suceess in an assanlt;
when I first urged i, the enemy had not more than
7000 Sepoys in the cily, while we had 2000 infantry
alone. Now,as I said before, the case is very dillerent ;
for even were we to undertske an assanlt with a
reasonable prospect of success, if they should in
despair determine to defend the city ineh by inch or
strect by street, we should not have men enough to
gocure our hold npon it. In that case the city people
(all of whom are armed) would join in the fray, and
considering what the consequences of {nilure would be,
and farther, that to do this much weshould be obliged
to use up every man available, leaving no one, or
next to none, 1o prolect our camp, sick and wounded,
from any attempt of the enemy, or of our questionable

* It was ultimately ascertained that theve were
roo00 OF 75,000
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friends the country people, it becomes a matter of
gerious and painful considevation. A want of success,
moreover, would now be productive of infinite mischief.
From hence to Allahahad, the fort of Agra and the
Residency of Lucknow are the only spots where the
British flag still flies. We are more to be considered
now as an isolated band, fighting for our very name
and existence in the midst of an enemy’s country,
than as an avenging army about to punish a rebel
force. Sir H. Lawrence is holding out at Lmcknow,
but Cawnpore has fallen into the hands of the rebels.
Sir Hugh Wheeler, after three weeks’ contest, with,
we hear, only 130 Europeans, in an ovil hour
capitulated, on condition of being provided with
boats and a free passage to Allahabad; as soon as
they were on board the boats, the whole were
massacred | What became of the women and children
we kunow not: it is hoped they might have been sent
away earlier and eseaped ; otherwise it is horrible to
think of what may have been their fate. Troops are
eollecting fast at Allahabad, and I hope moving on
towards Cawnpore; some think we shall be foreed to
await their arrival ot or near Delhi, before we can
do anything effective. T trust earncstly that the
city will not hold out so long. The people within it
are immensely dishearlened, and dissensions sro rife
among them. A split between the Hindoos and
fanatic Mahommedans is almost inevitable, and ahove
all, money is getting scarce. Meantime, this  waiting
race ’ is very wearying to heart and body.

« + « » L have determined on giving up the Assistant
Quartermaster-Generalship. Tt gives me more work
than I really can manage in such weather, in addition
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to the commaond of two regimenls, Macdowell pro-
mises admirably, and I trust there i= every hope of
our having s mee body of officers with < Hodson's
Horse. Nothing further from Agra, beyond the
assurance that all was well there.

July 3180 —Just returved from a long reconnaissance,
nnd the post going out, so I have time but for little.
Do not believe what the idle gossips say of my * doing
the work of two or three men) T strive to do my
doty, but I cannot consider T do move.. I do mob
run wanton risks, bul I eannoteland by and see what
ought to be done without risking something to do it.
ITad I not atlempled what I did on {the r4th, even
with the insulficient means at my command, we
should have been exposcd to o disastrous loss of life,
and to the diseredit of n reverse. Thal we cannot
alford. It is mot only the possession of Indin which
is at stake, not only our name and fame as English-
men, but the safety, life, and honour of those nearest
and deavest to us; were we to fail here, the horrible
scenes of Meerut, Delhi, Rohileund, Jhansee, and
olhers, would be repcaled in the Punjab and hill
slations. Whe, then, as husband, brother, father, son,
would hesitate {0 face any danger, any risk, which
tended to soccure victory? 'I saw that cur men were
reliring (by order) in great donlusion, that five
minutes more and the whole parly would be destroyed,
and the fate of the column sealed, for the enemy’s
cavalry and guns were opening on us at speed, It
wag a natural impulse to rush forward, and nobly was
I aided by Jacob and Greville, and my handful of
gallant Guides; the tide was turned by the sudden-
ness of the agt; the enemy were driven back, and our

B
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men had {ime to breathe. This was not much to do,
but it was a great deal o gain.

July aand.—Again but a few lines, for I have been
regularly hunted all day. I told you that Sir Ii.
Wheeler had capitulated, and Dbeen {reacherously
destroyed, with his parly ; we have since heand that o
foree from Allahabud bad renched Cawnpore under
Colonel Neill of the Madras FPusilicrs, that Sir TI,
Lawrence has been succourcd, and thai, in point of
fact, our power up to Agrn had been re-established.
God grant this be true. Agra is sale, and all well ;
the troops which attacked it arc afraid 1o como on
here, and have halted at Muttra, The loree in Delhi
is much disheartened, and fights with gradnally de-
caying energy. Already we have beaten them back
in twenty-thres fights, besides a few such allairs on
my own private account, and thongh with econsider-
able loss to us, yet with comparative case, when youn
consider their overwhelning numbers, We had an
engagement on the evening of the zoth, in which
Colonel Seaton commanded onr eolumn, the 1st
Fusiliers, frst Foot, and Guides as nsual. I had
command of the Guide infaniry, and led the advance
as well as eovered the relreat; and though we pushed
close up to Delhi, we never had o shot fived from the
walls until we had sel out on our return {o eamp
some way. They then came howling after us like
jackals, but the Guides were mindlul of their old
leader’s voice, and steadily kept them in chock during
the whole distance, eo completely that not a European
soldier was under fire, and I only lost fonr men
slightly wounded, while the cnemy returned in utter
discomfiture. Poor Light has been very ill, aund

-
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Thompson has a bullet through his leg. Bishop
also iz wounded; he refuins the same calm  com-
posure of manner nnder the holtest fire and hardest
work, a8 he habitually exhibited on the Mall, These
are excellent officers, but Tombs and Light are really
gplendid. I hope Chamberlain’s arm will be saved;
he is a noble fellow, but of course has his weak-
Ne8ses,

July 347k —1 was quite unable to write yesterday.
Pandy chose an unusnally inconvenient hour for his
attack, and kept us oul until the afterncon, and then
I was busied in attending to our poor friend Colonel
Sealon, who, I grieve to say, was badly wounded,a
musket-bull having entered his left Lreast and come
out at his back, providentially passing outside the
ribs instead of through his body ; his lungs are, how-
ever, slightly injured, either by a broken rib or the con-
cussion, and until it is ascertained to what extent this
has gone, he is considered in danger. X do not mysell
think there is danger, as no unfavourable symptom has
yet appeared, except o slight spitting of blood; but
he iz so patient and quiet that all is in his favour. T
am deeply sorry for him, dear fellow | and fervently
pray that he may be spaved to us. There was little
actual fighting; the rascals ran the ivstant they came
in contact with our men; the only firing being behind
banks and garden-walls, Colonel Drought, late
6oth Native Infantry, was wounded ; Captain Money
of the Artillery got a bad knock on the knee-joint,
and Law of the 1oth Native Infantry killed; two
killed and five wounded in the 18t Fusiliers, who as
. usual bore the brunt, Aflter many disoussions pro
and con, it has been mrranged that I retain the

R 3



244 BIEGE OF DHLIL

Intelligonce Department and give up the Guides.
My own men require great attention, as they ave
now in considerable numbers; so the Ceneral has
begged me to relinguish the Guides instead of ihe
Assistant Quarvtermaster-Gencralship ; the command
of two regiments being an anomaly. I am very
ready to do this, thongh I regret the separation from
{he men, and should have liked to have led my old
corps into Delhi; but it is best as it is. You ab
least will rejoice that it grently diminishes the risk
to life and lmb, which, I confess, lately has been
excessive in my case, The General was very com-
plimentary on my doings while commanding the
Guides, and *trusted to receive equally invaluable
seryices from my new regiment.’ I have litile doubt
of this, if T am spared. I find General Barnard
reported no less than four times on my doings in the
highest terms; and the last pnblic letter he ever
wrote was o special despateh to Government in my
favonr. It was, in fact, the only letter of the kind he
ever wrote, for death intervened just as ho was
setting to worke to bring those who had done well
to the notice of Government,

They tell me I shall get pay for the Assisiant
Quartermaster-General’s Department,* as well as my
command allowance. For the Guides, of eourse I
shall get nothing ; but, I must say, I work, not like
u *nigger,” considering their work usually amounis to
nil, but like a slave, in ke Intelligence Department.

* It was, however, reficsed by the Government, though
nsked for in the strongest terms of praise by Colonel
A. Becher, Quartermaster-General, and recommended Ly
the General |—Ed,
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I have been deeply shocked to hear that poor Chris-
tian, his young wife, and babes were among the
murdered in Oudh. Also Colonel Golduey. . .. Allis
well ot Agra; there are about 6oco individuals in
the fort, with provisions for six months; they are
probably relieved Dby now, for we hear that six
English regiments were at Coawnpore on the 11th
instaub. This cheers up the men, and makes them
think that Government has some thought for the
gallunt fellowe here and elsewhere. I sent by Martin,
of the 55th, o pareel for Mis. Hallilux, eontaining,
with other things, the old pistel her poor husband
gave me. I should have liked to hove keptit as a
memotial of him, but as she wished for it, of conrse 1
resign it; the other arms, excopt the revolver, which
Dr. Stewart says he lost, were packed up and sent
to Umbéla with other things.

July a5tk —Well, yes, 1 did offer to go down the
Dofib towards Agra and Cawnpore, to open the com-
munication, and ascertain exactly where the reinforce-
ments were, and assist them with cavalry in coming
up towards Delhi. Tt would have been of real use,
and mot so dangerous as this cternal potting work
here. I proposed to take Gooof my Horse, 250 in-
fantry of the Guides, and four guns ; could I not have
made my way with thesoc ? I humbly opine I could.
I do not mean to say it was not a bold stroke, but in
Indian warfare I have always found ¢ toujours Pandace’
not o bad motto. I ean never forget how much
we have ab stake, that we have a continent in
arms against vs; and I do think (and eertainly shall
always nct so) that every man should do not only
his duty but lis utmost in o erisis like the present.
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July 26th.—A parcel with flanncl-shirts, &e., arrived
last night. Those for the men Isent off to the hos-
pital at once, to the doctors’ great delight. Maedowell
declares that the cap, his ¢ jumpers,” and the * baeey’
Lord W. Ilay was to send, must be in the DLox, and
demands them imperionsly. Ile is doing admirably,
and promises to be a first-rate officer of light horse,
He rides well, which is one good thing, and is brave
as a lion’s whelp, which is another. I only lear whether
he has physical strength for such work in such
weather. The whole country is asleaming bog, X
keep ‘my health wonderfully, thank God | in spite of
heat, hard work, and exposure ; and the men hear up
like Britons, We all feel that Government ought to
allow every officer and man before Delhi to count
every month speni Lere as a year of service in India,
There is much that is disappointing and disgusling
to a man who feels that more might have heen done,
but I comfort myself with the thought, that history
(if Russell, not Macaulay, wriles it) will do justico 1o
the constancy and fortitude of the handfal of English-
men who have for so many weeks—months, I may
say—af desperate weather, amid the greatest {oil and
hardship, resisted and fiually defeated the worst and
most strenuous exertions of an entire army and a
whole pation in arms,—an army trained Ly oursclves,
and supplied with all but exhavstless munitions of
war, laid up by owselves for the maintenance of our
Empire, I venture to aver that no other nation in
the world wonld have remained here, or have avoided
defeat had they attempted to do so. The delay as
yeb has been both morally and politically bad in many
ways, and the results are already beginming to be
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manifest, Lul in the end it will inerease our prestige
and the moral elleets of our power. A nation which
could conquer a country likke the Punjab so recently
with an Hindoostanee army, and then tum the
encrgics of the conquered BSikhs to subdue the very
army by which they were tamed; which could fight
out a position like Peshawur for years in the wery
teeth of the Allghan tribes ; and thon, when suddenly
deprived of the regiments which effected this, could
unhesitalingly employ those very tribes to disarm and
guell those regiments when in mutiny,—a nation
which could do this is deslined indeed to role the
world ; and the races of Asin musi succumb. This is
a proud fecling, and nerves one’s arm in many a time
of difienliy and danger, ag much almost as the con-
vietion thal we muost conquer, or worse {han death
awnits us. The intelligence of Sir H. Wheeler's" de-
slruction camo to us from too true a sourceto bé
doubted—it was in dear Sir Henry Lawrence's own
handwriting ; and hos been confirmed, alis, too
surely, All wo do not know is whether the women
and ehildren were massaered with the men, ov
whether they escaped, or were reserved for a worse
{ate.

One of my news-lettors reports that eighteen
women are iu prison under the carve (7) of Nana
Sahib (Bajee Rao Peishwar’s adopted son), who al-
tncked Cawnpore. You must remember at the
artillery review a very ‘swell’ looking native gentle-
man, accompanied by another educated native, who
spoke French and other Faropean languages, and was
{alking a good deal to Alfred Light. Well, this was
the identieal Nana Sahib who has done all this, and
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atone for their deaths alone. When shall we sce ihe
lnst; wheun know the full extents of these horrible alro-
cities? The accounts make one’s blood run five.
Our dear Douglns Seaton has arrived in England,
much restored by the voyage, but not, I fear, sulli-
ciently recovered to return, as soon ns ho would hear
of the ontbreak, A sad blow for him, poor [ellww, lor
had he been here to command the regiment, he would
probably have been a [ull Colonel and C.B. at the
end, I am seriously uneasy al receiving no lellers
from Eungland, though mail after mail must have
arrived, and some people get their letters : therclove,
why not T mine? We get none even from Agra, and
of course nol below it, except by ‘Kossid,’ and they
but little seraps, wrilten half in Grevk chavncters, to
mislead or deceive, if the unfortunate bearer is stopped.
They conceal them very ingeniounsly between the
leather of their shoes, or tied up in their hair. I
onclose one that came in even a more singulur letter-
bag than ecither, rolled up in a picce of wax and
packed into a hollow tooth.

—— tells me that was furions at my
having the Guides, but was compelled to acquicsce
in it ‘as it was undoubtedly the best thing for ihe
public service” Ilow he must bave wineed when he
was foreed 1o confess that,

July 2844.—1 have no news. The Pandies have
not atfacked us since the 24rd, and are much dis-
pirited. In reply to your and Mrs, ——s wish lo
come to Delhi as nurses, I must say honestly (hat
there is no necessity for such a sacrifice. Our position
here is very dilfeveni from that in the Crimea and at
Scatari. There the men died from want of care and
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of the ordinary neeessaries of life. Ieve there is no
gheoluie want of anything, except a genial climate
and well-Luilt hospitals, neither of which you could
supply. The men are attended fo immediately they
are sick or wounded ; and within an hour, somelimes
hall that time, of his being wonnded, a soldice is in
his bed, with everything actually necessary, and the
greatest medical attention. Unless any unforescen
emergency should arise, I would strongly dissuade any
lady from coming io camp.

I have always urged the anihorities to send away,
as fust ns possible, those who have arrived as relugees.
We have o vast camp, or rather position, five miles
in cirenmlerence, and we are constantly ohliged to
take evory man inlo {lhe field, The guard for our
sick ig trilling cnough, and onr diffienlties would be
inerensed were ihgre women also to be thought of;
and God forbid that any more lives should be risked
in this drendful servile war. There is also another
consideration of much weight against the tender
sympathy which prompts the offer. How is a deli-
cate woman’s constitution {o bear up against the evils
of a tented lield in tho rains, or render elficient service
in such a climate as this isnow ? They would all very
speedily become patienis in the very hospitals which
they came fo serve and would so willingly support.
The flannel garments are invaluable, and this is all
that can be done for us by female hauds at present.

July agth—I have Leen so occupied with business
all day that I have only time to say we have had no
more fighting, and the whole atmosphere is still, but
hot, oh, so hot. General Wilson is unwell, and will
probably break down, like the rest. These sexu-
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genarinns ave unfit for work in July. I expect Napior
will be with the advancing troops. I sincerely hope
a6, He is the man lo do something, if they will
Lt let him.

July 318t —1 intended writing more fully to make
up for my late shorteomings, but the Pandics permit
it not. They male an altempt on onr position this
morning ; nothing more, however, than a distaut
cannonade, A large party have moved ronnd in our
rear, and this has kept me in the saddle all day, I
liave just returned, alter some hours of the heaviest
rain I was ever outin, dvenched to the skin, of course,
and somewhat tived, so julge what a comflort a dry
flannel-shirt must be. There was no actual fghting,
80, with the exception of keeping us out so long, aud
a great expenditure of powder and shot, no harm
was done. .

August 156—~The continued heavy rain promises
to give me move lime for pen work to-day, il no
more takes place onthe side of Pandy-moniwm, The
Lox has arrived salely with the new fjumpers,” &e.
Lord William’s additions are invaluable. We have
fresh aceounts from Lelow that every European womau
and child have been ruthlessly murdered at Cawn-
pore. The details are too revolting o put on paper,
and make one’s Dlood Deil. Mothers with infunts
in their avms murdered with fiendish croelly, and
worse than all, two young girls just avdved [rom
England are said to have been only saved to mect n
worse fate in some Mussalman’s zenana. Thero
will be a day of reckoning for these things, and a
fierea one, or I have been a soldier in wain. You
say there is a great dillerence between doing one's
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duty and ronning unnecessary risks, and you say
traly ; the only question is, what is one’s duty. Now,
I might, as I have more than once, see things going
wrong at a time and place when I mighi be merely
a spectalor, and not ‘ on duty,’ or ordered to be there,
and I might feel that by exposing myself to danger
for a time I might rectily matters, and I might
therefore think it right to incur that danger; and yet
il T were to get hit, it wonld be said *he had no
business there;” nor should I, as far as the rules of the
serviee go, though in my own mind Ishonld have been
satisfied that I was right. Tlese ave {imes when every
man should do his best, his ntmost, and not say,
‘No; thongh I see I can do good there, yel, as I have
not been ordered and am not on duty, I will not do
it This is not my idea of a eoldier’s duty, and
hitherto the results have proved me right. Poor
Taton Travers, of Coke's regiment, was Eilled this
morning. He had just come from England »id Bom-
bay, with a young wife, whom he left at Lahore. Poor
young thing, a sad Leginuing and end for her. We
send ofl’ convoys of the sick and wounded {0 Umbila,
where we hear they are well tended wsnd are doing
well. Even hero everything possible is done for them ;
Dr. Brougham is an excellent man and first-rate
surgeon, quite the man of the camp in his line, clever,
indefatigable, and humane.

and.—The rebels attacked wvs about 5 rar yester-
day, and kept us at it till seven or eight this
morning. Our people kept steadily at their posts
and behind entrencliments, and drove them back with
steady volleys every time they came near. The result
was, Lhat they were punished severely, while our loss
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was o very trifling one, not more than half-a-dozen
Furopeans killed and wounded; it is next to impos-
gible ever to ascertain accurately what the enemy’s
loss is.

Colonel Scaton is doing well ; in three weeks’ lime
T hope he will be about ngain. Before this surely
our rulers will consent to take Delli,  Sickness is on
the increase, and we have been nearly losing anolber
Genernl.  General Wilson was very ill (o a fow days,
but is now better. IHe is older, howewver, by fen
years than e was. The responsibility and anxicty
of whatis certainly a very difficult position, have been
too much for him, and be has gol into the way of
being nervous und alarmed, and over-anxious oven
ahout trifles, which shakes onc’s dependence on his
judgment, These men are personally as brave as
lions, but they have not big hearts or hends enongh
for circumstances of serions Tresponsibility, This
word is the lugbear which hampers all our procced-
ings. Would we could have had Siv Ilenry Lowrence
as our leader ; we should have been in Dolhi weeks
ago. Ihope Colonel Napier is eoming up with the
force. He hag henad, and heart, and nerve, and the
moral conrage to act as if he had, We hear that
the crisis is passing; all below Cavwnpore is safe, and
all above Kurnél to Peshawar; while Lord W, Ilay
Ikeeps the move important hill stations steady, When
all iz over, our power will be sironger than ever,
prineipally because we shall have got rid of our great
sore, & nalive army.,

grd.—4 . and I have only just got out of the
gaddle, and found on my arrival in camp the heaviest
news that has yet rvonched us. Report says that Sir
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Henry is dend ! The mnews wants confirmation, and
God grant Lhat it may be untiue, T shounld lose one
of my best friends, and the cowntry (in Lord
Dalhiousie’s words on poor Maelkeson) ‘one whose
loss would dim a vietory. I cannot write more to-
day; the news has quite unnerved me.

4tk —~Two letters have just arvived from General
Haveloek at Cawnpore. They wore written at an
interval of ten days, and mentioned his having had
three successlul ights, on the 12th, 15th, and 16th of
July, and the re-occupation of Cawnpore. The first
of these lettors mentiona a report thal Siv Ienry had
died on the 4th July, of wounds received on the and ;
but the sccond letter, writton ten days later, does not
even allude to a eireumstance of such importanee, and
the 8ikh who brought it, and who left Havelock near
Lacknow, on his way to its relief, maintaing that it is
not true, and that Sir ITenry Lawrence was alive when
hie left, as lotters were constantly passing from Have-
lock’s camp to the fBurra Sahih) God grant, for his
country’s sake and for mive, that it be not true. To the
conntry his death would be worse than the loss of a
provinee ; to me it wonld be the loss of my truest and
most valued friend. I hope, yet fear to hope, that it
may be a [alse report; yet whal soldier would wish a
more noble, o move brilliant end to such a eareer?’
Haveloek has eaptured all the enemy’s guns, and in-
flicted severe punishment. The destruction of Sir ITugh
Wheeler and his party is fully confirmed, and Havelock
was too late to save the unfortunate women and chil-
dren, who weve massaered in their prisom, before his
arrival, by their guards. Such fiends as (hese our arms
hiave never met with in any part of the world, May
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our ve;:.gﬂu.ma be as speedy as it will unquestionably
be sure !

We (Hodson’s Horse) are getting on very comfort-
ably, and are going to start a mess on our own
account, so as to be ready to march without diffi-
calty when required,

gth—To-day the accounts received from a native
Commissariat Agent, arrived at Meerut from Lmcknow,
are positive as to Sir H. Lawrence Leing alive a
fortnight after he was eaid to have died. This, if
religble, is good indeed. The letter I annex* [rum
Colonel Tytler gives good news, and the man who
brought the letter, says there were fourtecn steamers
and flats at Cawnpore when he left. The troops
had tuken Bithoor, the Nana's place, and at first it
was uninjured, but the bodies of some English women
were found inside the Nana's house, on which the
European soldiers, excited to irresistible fury, de-
stroyed every human being in the place, and then
demolished the building, not leaving one stone upon
another. The Nana himself, with his family, took
refoge in a boat on the river, and the uative accounts

* ¢ Cawsronre, July a6k,

{ General Havelook has crossed the river to roliove
 Lugknow, which will be effected four days heneo.

¢ We shall yrobably march to Delli to-morvow, with
¢ yooo or gooo Enrvopeans, and a heavy artillery, in
¢ number, not weight.

¢The China foree is in Caloutta, seoec men. More
‘troops expected immediately. We shall soon be with

f you—Yours traly,
¢B. A, Tyrren,

¢ Lisut.-Col., Quartermastor-General
V Moveable Column.'
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add that he sunk it, and all were drowned. This I
strongly doubt; such Spartan heroism could scarcely
exist in the mind of one who could viclate and
massacre helpless women and children, Indeed, T
hope it is not true; for it is one of my aims to have
the calching of the said Nana myself. The hanging
him wonld be a positive pleasure to me. I trust the
day of retvibution is not far distant,

6th.—Small chance of much wriling lo-day, foi
just as I have got into camp, after some hours’ alten-
dance on the pleasure of the Pandies, who came ont
in force and threatened an abtack, I find that I
bave to start on a long reconnoilring expedition, from
which I cannot retorn till late at night. This is
unfortunale, as I have much pen work on hand, my
necessary official writing being very onerous. I was
obliged to write as long a letter as I could to Lord
W. Hay, if but to thank him, in my own and others’
name, for the comforts he so thoughtfully sent us,

I have a very complimentary letter from G. Barnes,
the Commissioner, as well as some others, enongh to
turn one’s head with vanity ; but I have had bitter
experience of its rottenness, and take the flattery at
its full value, namely, “nil.’ I fear from fresh reports
arrived, that Havelock will not come and help us, after
all. They say he has the strictest orders to reliove
Lucknow only, and thal however much he may
desive to march on to Delhi, it is out of his power to
do so, It is true we do not want him, Delhi surely
must be {aken as soon as ever the reinforcements get
down here from the Punjab. Our rulers must then
see the necessity for action.

7tk —I returned at three o’clock this morning

$
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from a forty miles’ ride over the worst and wetlest
country I was ever in, and I am thoroughly ex-
hausted, though everybody is wanting something,
and I must attend to business first, and then to rest.
844 —1 conld write nothing but official papers all
the sedentavy part of yesterday. I did not get in
till g par.  The news from below mentions good dear
old Dr. Lyell as among the killed at Patna. Brave,
noble fellow, his gallant epivit has led him to ihe
front once too often, He had always ns mueh of the
warrior 08 of the swpeon in him. The report has
again gained ground of dear Sir Henry’s death, but
my heart refuses eredence to so great a misfortune, I
do trust that when the s52nd arrive, we may be
allowed to do something better than this pot-shot
work, Nicholson has come on a-head, and is a host in
himself, if he does not go and get knocked over as
Chamberlain did. The camp is all alive at the notion of
somcthing decisive taking place soom, but I cannot
rally from the fear of dear Sir Henry's fate, How
many of my {riends are gone. My heart is divided
between grief for those precious victims, and deep
gratitude to God for my own safety and that of those
deavest to me, May He in His mercy preserve me
for {further cxerlion sod an ultimate reunion, and if
not, His will be done. I have a letter from an un-
fortunate woman, a Mrs, Lecson, who was saved from
the slanghter at Delbi, on May 11th, by an Aflghan
lad, after she had beem wounded, and her child
slanghtered in her arms. She is still concealed in
the Affghan’s house. I heard that there was a
woman there, and managed to effect a commu-
nication with her, through one of the Guides, and to
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send her money, &e., amd so I think the poor creature
may be preserved till we enter Delhi, if we fail in
getting her free before, I fear she is the enly
European, or rather the only Christian (for she her-
self is hardly European), left alive from the massacre.
Her husband was the son of Major Leeson, and a
clerk in o Government office in Delhi. I have sent
one of our fow prisoners up to Forsyth at Umbdla,
whom we ivonically eall the * Maid of Delhi,’ though
her age and character are questionable, and her
ugliness undoubted. Bhe actually came out on
horseback, and fought against ws like a fiend. The
General ot first relensed her, but knowing how
mischievous she would be among those superstitions
Mahommedans, I persuaded lhim to let her be
recaptured, and made over for safe custody, Itis a
moot point whether any assanlt will be made as soon
ag the s52nd arrive. I ean only go on hoping, but I
conless I am not very sanguine about anything being
done now.

Our General sinee his illness has got a still
weaker dread of responsibility, and censed to be
nearly as vigovous even as hevetolove, Wounld indeed
that we had had Siv H. Lawrence here: that he may
have been, and still be spavecd to us, is my prayer!
The consequences of longer delny will be more and
" more disastrous Lo tho health of the troops. Captain
Daly has not formally reassumed commoand of the
Guides, though he virtually does all the sedentary
work., DBy an arrangement which I cannot but think
unwise, and which deprives the eorps of two-thirds
of itz value, they have separated the regiment into
two, putting the cavalry into the Cavalry Brigade

8 %



2060 gIEGE OF DELHL

under Hope Grant, and the infantry ab the other end
of the camp under Shebbeare, and Major Reid of the
(Goorkhas, who commands all the posts and picquets
on our vight.

The Guides shonld not be separated, and should be
leept os much apart as may Do from other corps. No
regiment in the world have dono or will do better
than they, with a little pradence, and under an officer
whom they like and can trust. My own rogiment
is also in the Cavalry Brigade, and is very Tinrdl
worked. It is bad for o young and onformed corps,
Yut there is such & searcity of cavalry heve, that T
cannot even remonstrate, and T get no small amount
of xiSo¢ lor having 80 large o number of men [it to
be put on duty within two meonths of receiving the
ovlor to raise a vegiment. 1 shall have two more
troops in with the 5z2nd, and Nicholson has given me
filty Affghans, just joined him from Peshawnr, which,
added to thirty coming with Alee Reza Khan from
Lahore, will complete an Affghan troop as o counter-
poise to my Punjabecs.*

We expect the moveable column on {he 13th or
13th, weather permitting, and somo other troops o
day or two alter. Sir P. Grant is supposed to be
ot Cawnpore, but we have no tidings later than
Colonel Tytler's lotter. There is no actuul fighting

ing on here, nothing except the usual cannonade.
The vebels bring out guns on all sides, and five away
day and night, but bring no troops forward, and as

+ Tha yniform of ¢ Hodson's Horse' was s dust-coloured
tunio, with a scarlet sash worn over the shoulder, and
goarlet turban, which gained them the namo of ‘the

Flamingos.
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wa act strietly on the defensive, we merely reply to
their guns with ouvs. The whole alfair is reduced to
a combat of artillery, our leader's favourite arm,
excellent when combined with the other two, but if
he expects to get into Delhi with that alone, I guess he
will find himsell mistaken, The news of disaffection
in the city is daily confirmed., On the 7th a powder
manafaclory exploded, and they suspended the
. mimigter, Halesm Ahsanoolah, and searched his house ;
theve they found n letter which had been sent him,
cancocted by Moulvie Rujub Alee, which confirmed
their suspicions, so they plandered and burnt his house,
while he himsell was only saved by taking refuge in
the palace with the king, his master, who if seems is
Iept close prisoner there, his sons giving all orders,
and ruling wilth a rod of ivon. They say, however,
that the king has pot leave to send his wives and
women out of the Ajmere gate to the Kootub. I tmst
it may be so, for we do not war with women, and
ghould Le sadly puzaled to know what to do with
them as prisoners,

August 116%~The bridge over the Jumna resists
all efforts for its destruction, Our engineers have tried
their worst, and failed. I have tried all that money
could do, to the extent of Gooo rupees, but equally in
vain. So there it remains for the benefit of the enemy,
whose principal reinforcements come [rom that side
of the city, Two messengers of my own, arrived
from Lucknow, leave little hope of dear Sir Henry’s
life having been spaved. I grieve as for a brother.
v. » » Talking of jealousics, one day, undera heavy
fire, Caplain eame up to me, and begged
me to forget and forgive what had pussed, and only
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to remember that we were soldiers fighting together
in o common canse. As [ was the injured party, I
could afford to do this, The time and place, as well
as his mauner, appealed to my better feelings, so I
held out my hand at once. Nowadays, we must
stand by and help each other, forget all injuries, and
rise superior to iliem, or, God help us! we should
be in terrible plight.

August 1244.—This morning a foree under Colonel
Showers moved down Dbefore dayhreak towards the
city, or rather the gardens oulside the city gales, and
gave the encmy, who had been ensconced bebind the
garden walls for a conple of days, and given our
pickets annoyance, a good thrashing, {aking four of
their guns, and inflicting a heavy loss. All were back
in camp by 5 »M, so it was a very comlortable
little ffaiv, Our fellows did admirably. Captain
Greville eaptured one gun with a handful of men,
getting slightly wounded in the net.  Showers him-
self, Colke, and young Owen, were also wounded, and
poor young Shoriff of' the and morlally so; the loss
among the men was small in proportion 1o the suceess.
The return to camp was a scene worlth witnossing, the
scldiers bringing home in trinmph the guns they had
captured, a soldier with musket and bayonet fixed
riding each horse, and brave yonng Owen astride one
gun, and dozens clinging to and pushing i, or
rather them, along with might and main, and cheering
like mad things. I wasin the thick of it by accident,
for T was looking on as well os I could throngh the
gloom, when Coke asked me to find Brigadier Showers
and say he was wounded, and that the guns were
taken, I found Bhowers himself wounded, and then
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had to find a field officer to take command, alter which,
I assisted generally in drawing off the men—the
withdrawal or retirement being the most diffienlt
matter always, and requiring as much steadiness as
an attack,

August 13¢h—1I wish I could get some pay, but
money is terribly searce and living dear, my favourite
beverdge, tea, particularly so. I have therefore sent
to Umbéla for some.

Ghoolnb Singh’s death is unfortunate at this
jhnetare, bt I faney we have too much to do just
now to interfere with the succession; we ought not
to do so according to treaty, and if Jowabir Singh
tries to recover the country from his cousin, Run-
beer Singh, the king's son, why that is his affair,
not ours—though we should never be contented to
let them fight it out and settle it themselves. Poor
Light has been brought very low by dysentery,
and can hardly crawl about, but about he persists in
going, brave fellow as he is. What a contrast to —,
who has got away, sick or pretending to be s=o, to
the hills—anything to escape work. Gueville is, I
am thankful to say, not badly wounded, and as plucky
as ever, All well at Agra: no news from below.

August 144h—On returning from a rather dis-
heartening reconnaissance to-day, I found lotters which
soothed and comforted my weary spirit, just as a sud-
den gleam of sunlight brightens a gloomy landscape,
and brings all surrounding objects into light and dis-
tinctness.

I am no croaker, but I confess sometimes it re-
quires all one’s trust in the God of battles, and all the
comforting and sustaining words of those nearest and
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dearest to ug, to bear up boldly and bravely through
these weary days. A letter from good Douglas
Seaton was among them. He little thought that so
soon after his departure we should all be moving down-
wards, and that I should receive his letter in his
brother’s tent in * Comp before Delli:* his own dearly
loved regimend® ‘next door’ to uws. Ilow wonder-
folly uncertain everything is in India, I am inler-
rapted by orders to start lo-night for Robiuck, and
must go and make arrangements.

* 15t European Bengal Fusiliers,
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S[EGE OF DELILI, CONTINUED—ROHTUCK REXPEDITION—
ASSAULT —DELHI TAKEN — CAPTURE OF EING—
CAPTURE AND EXECUTION OF SHAHZADAHS,

Borur, ¥EAR Rogrvow, dugust 1760k
HAVE been unable to write since we left Delhi, as
we have been incessantly marehing, and had no
means of communicating with any one. Even now I
am doubtful whether this will reach camp. We
left Delhi during the night of the 14th-rsth, and
marched to Khurkundsh, a large village, in which I
had heard that a great number of the rascally Irregu-
lnrs had taken refuge. We surprised and attacked the
village. A number of the enemy got into a house,
and fought like devils; but we mastered them and
glew the whole. Yesterday we mavched on here, in-
tending to reconnoitre and harass ‘& la Cosaque’ a
large party of horsemen and. foot, with two guns,
who have been moving along from Delhi, plundering
the wretched villagers en roule, and threatening to
attack Hlansie. They, however, thought diseretion
the better part of valour, and hearing of our approach,
started off at a tangent before we got near enough
to sbop them.
We have been drenched with rain, so I am halting
to dry and feed both men and horses, and then we
go on to Rohtuck, I have nearly 300 men and five
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officers— Ward, Wise, the two Goughs, and Macdowell,
—all first-rate soldiers. I have eighty Guides, and
the rest my own men, who do wonderfully, consider-
ing how sadly untrained and undiseiplined they are.
We are ronghing it in more ways than one, and the
sun is terribly hot, Lut we are all well and in high
spirits, for though it is a bold game to play, Iam too
caveful to rom unnecessary risks, or get intoa fix. I
Lave done a good deal already, and shall, I hope, recover
Rohtuck to-day, when I do trust the authorities will
consent to keep it, and not leb us have the work to
do twice over, as at Bhiigput.

To Covower Bromer, Quartermaster-General,

My prar Corower,—We are getting on very well.
I hope to take Rohtuck to-day, and I trust arrange-
ments will be made for keeping it. The counlry will
then be quict from IHansie to Delhi, The Jheend
Rajoh should be told to take carc of the district. I
believe Greathed did make this arrangement, bub
Barnes put sume spoke in the way, so that the Rajah
is uncertain how to act. Please tell Greathed from
me that there is nothing now to prevent the re-
storation of order here, I wish I had o stronger party,
for though I foel guite comflortable mysell, yet I
should like more troops, for the sake of the men, who
are not quite so easy in their minds. The road Ly
Alipore, Boanah, and Khmkundah is the best, The
canal is easily fordable at Boanah, and just below that
place (at the escape) it is quite dry, the banks having
given way. We polished off the Khurkundah gentry
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in style, though they showed fight to a great extent,
It has had a wonderfully calming effect on the neigh-
bourhood. T hope the Jheend troops, or some troops,
may be sent here. The Jheend men wonld more than
suffice.—Yours very sincerely,

‘W. 8. R. Hopsox.

Cawr, Dusseean, ¥ean Rontuck, 19ék dngust—
This is the first rest since Bohur; we have had very
hard work, great heat, and long exposore; but, thank
God, ave all well and safe, and have done some
business. I marched from Bohur on the evening’
of the 1yth. On reaching Rohtueck, we found the
Mussulman portion of the people, and o crowd of
Irvegulars, drawn np on the walls, while a considerable
party were on a mound outside. I had ridden for-
ward with Captain Ward and a few orderlies to see
how the land lay, when the rascals fired, and ran
towards vs. I sent word for my cavalry to come up,
and rode slowly back myself, in order to tempt them
ont, which had partly the desived elleet, and as soon
as my leading troop eame up, we dashed at them and
drove them helter-skelter into the town, killing all we
overtook. We then encamped in what was the
EKutcherry compound, and had a grateful vest and a
quictnight, The representatives of the better disposed
part of the population came out to me, and amply
provided us wilh supplies for both man aud beast.
The rest were to have made their ‘amende’ in the
morning ; bub a disaffected Rangur went off early,
and brought up 300 Irregular horsemen of the muti-
neers—1st, 13th, 14th, and other rebels—and having
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collected about 1000 armed raseals on foob, eame oub
to attack my little party of barely 300 sabres and six
officers. The Sowars dashed at a gallop up the road,
and came boldly enongh up to our camp, I had o few
minutes before [orbunately reccived notice of their
intentions, and as I had kept the horses ready saddled,
we were out and ab them in o few scconds,  To drive
them scattering back to the town was the work of
only as many more, and I then, sceing their numbers,
and the quantity of matchlocks brought against us
from gardens and embrasures, determined to draw
them out into the open countiry; and the ‘ruse’ was
eminently snccessful. I had quietly sent off ourlittle
baggnge unperceived, half an hour belore, so that I
was, as I intended, perfectly free and nnfettered Ly
smpedimentas of any sort. I then quietly and gradoally
drew off troop after troop into the open plain about
e mile to the rear, covering the movement with
skirmishers. My men, new as well as old, behiaved
coolly and admirably throughout, though the five was
very annoying, and a retreat is always diseournging,
even when you have an objeet in view, My officars,
fortunately first-rate ones, behaved like veterans, and
everything went on to my complete satisfaction.
Exactly what I had anticipated happoned, The enemy
thought we were Dbolting, and came on in crowds,
firing and yelling, and the Sowars brandishing their
swords as il we were already in their hands, when
suddenly I gave the order, ‘Threes about, and at them.’

The men obeyed with a cheer; the eflect was elee-
trical ; never was such a scatter. I launched five
pm'i:lea at them, each under an officer, and in they
went, cutting and firing into the very thick of them.
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The ground was very wet, and a diteh favoured them,
but we cut down upwards of fifty in- as many scconds.
The remainder few back to the town, as if, not the
Guides and Hodson’s Hovse, but death and the dewvil
were at their heels, Their very numbers encambered
them, and the rout was most complete, Unfortu-
nately I had no ammunition left, and therefors could
not without improdence remain so elose to a town
filed with matehlock men, so we marched quietly
round to the north of the town, and cncamped near
the first, fviendly village we came to, which we renched
in the early afternoon. Ounr snccess was so far com-
plete, and I am most thankful to say with wvery
trifling loss, only two men rather severely wonnded,
eight in all touched, and a few horses hit. Mae-
dowell did admirably, ns indeed didall. My new men,
utterly untrained as {hey are, many unable to ride
or even load their carbines propecly, yet behaved
beyond my most sanguine expectations for a first field,
and this success, without loss, will encourage them
greatly.

This morning I was joined by a party of Jheend
horse, whom my good [riend the Rajah sent as soon
as he heard T wns coming Rohtuck-wards, so I ‘have
now 400 horsemen, more or less, fresh ammunition
having come in this morning, and am quite indepen-
dent. I lLear also that the General has ab my recom-
mendation sent out some troops in this direction j if
so, order will be permanently restored in this district.
In three days we Lave frightened away and demora-
lized a foree of artillery, cavalry, and infantry some 2000
strong, Leat those who slood or returned to fight us,
twice, in spite of numbers, and got fed and fornished
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forth by the rascally town itsell.* Moreover, we have
thorouglly cowed the whole neighbourhood, and given
them a taste of what more they will get unless
they keep quiet in future. We count cighty-
five killed, and numbers wounded, since we lelt
Delhi, which is one good result, even il there were no
other. One of them was o brate of the 14th Irregular
Cavalry, who committed such buichery at JThansi. No
letters have reached me sinee I left eamp, and I am
not sure that this will reach there salely. It isa
terribly egolistical detail, and I am thoroughly
ashamed of saying so much of mysell, but you insisted
on having a full, true, and parlicular account, so do
not think me vainglorious.

Lursowrs, dwgusé agnd—1I1 rodoe over to this place
from our liltle camp at Souput, eight miles off, to see
Saunders and Colonel Durnsford. T find that two of
my new troops have been detained on the road, buk
will reach Delli in o day or two, and others [rom
Lalore will soon arrive, I think the Dlunsiness at
Bohtuck has been very creditable to us, but I can

* Extvact from Lelter of Masor-Gevenat Wissow,

‘The Major-General commanding the force having
¢ roceived frrom Lieut. Hodson o report of his proceedings
‘and operations from the rqth, when he lefb camy, till
this return on ihe 24th, has much plonsure in exprossin
* bo that officer his thanks for the able mavner in which
“he carried oub the instructions given him, The Major-
‘ Gengral's thanks are also due to the Earopean and
‘ native officers and men composing the detachment, for
* their steady and gallant behaviour throughout the opera-
* tions, partionlarly on the 14th and 18th inet., at Rolituck,
:wh;n foz'lmy charged snd dispersed large purties of horse

an t!
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write no more than the assurance of our safety and
well being. -

Caxe, Soveut, dugust 23rd.—1 could only write
a few hurried lines yesterday., ‘Late in the evening I
got a note from General Wilson, desiving me to look
out for and destroy the 1oth Light Cavalry mutineers
from Ferozepoor. He authorized my proceeding to
Jheend, but without going through the Rohtuck
distriet, Now, as to do this would involve an
immense detour, and ensure my being too lute, and
consequently having a long and fatiguing march for
my pains, I wrote back to explain this, and requested
more definite instroctions, He must either say dis.
tinetly do this or that” and I will do it; or he
must give me earfe dlanche to do what he wantsin
the most practicable way, of which I, knowing the
country, can best judge. I am unot going to fag my
men and horses to death, and then be told I have
exceeded my instructions. He gives me immense
eredit for what I have done, but ¢ almost wishes I had
not ventured so [ar.,' The old gentleman means
well, but does not understand either the country or
the position I was in, nor does he appreciate a fenth-
part of the effects which our bold stroke at Rohtuck,
{orty-five miles from camp, has produced. ‘N imporés,’
they will find it ont sooner or later. I hemr both
ChamDberlain and Nicholson took my view ol the case,
and snpported me warmly.

I am much gratified by General Johnstone’s exer-
tions in my favour, though I have not the slightest
idea that they will cventuate in anything; but the
motive is the same. Let me do what I will, I have
made up my mind to gain nothing but the approval
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of my own conscience. I foresee that I shall remain
a subaltern, and the easy-g§ing majors of brigade,
aides-de-camp, and staff offighrs will all get Lrevets,
C.B.’s, &e., for gimply livi camp, and doing their
simple duties mildly and‘without exertion. The
Victoria Cross, I confess, is'di,he highest object of my
ambition, and had I been one of fortune’s lavourites
I should have had it ere now even, but I have
lenrnt experience in a rough school and am propared
for the worst; but whether a lientenant or lieu-
tenant-general, I trust I shall continue to do my
duty, to tae best of my judgment and ability, as long
as strength and sense are vonchsafed to me.

Cawme, Dyrnr, dugust 246h—1 retorned here this
marning at 2 ».u., very tived and unwell, and not able
to write much, for I have been obliged to have recourse
to the doector.

People have got an absurd story about my being
shut up in a fort, without food or chance of escape |
The General's aide-de-camp tells me the old man
believed this ridiculous report and was fuirly frightened,
getting mo slecp for two nights. Howevor, he fully
admits the good service we have rendered, and every
one is making a falk and fuss abont it—as if snccess
were uncommon | I find strong hopes of our making
an assault on the city as soon as the siepe train
arrives, which will be in about thirteen days. Have-
lock seems unable or unwilling to move on, but we
can hardly want him, for surely we shall have ample
means for taking the eity shortly.

I am to have a surgeon attached to my regiment at
once, a8 I vepresented how cruel it was to send us
out on an expedition without a doctor or a grain of
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moedicine.  'We had eight wounded men, and two
officers had fever on the voad, and nothing but the
most primitive means of relieving them. I asked for
Dr. Charles, but there are so many senior fo him wait-
ing for a turn, that I must be content for the present
with what I can get. Ihope, however, to have Charles
ultimately, for he is skilful, clever, a gentleman, and
a Christian.

Nicholson has just gone out to look after a party
of the encmy with twelve guns, who had moved out
yesterday towards Nujjufghur, threatening to get into
our rear. I wanted to have gone with him, but I
was laughingly told to stay at home and nurse myself,
and let some one else have a chance of doing good
gervice. This was too bad, aapemally as Nicholson
wished me to go.

264k —It 18 4 PaL, and I am only just free from
people and papers, but good news must make up for
brevity. General Nicholson has beaten the enemy
gloriously at Nujjufghur, whither he pushed on last
evening. He has faken thirteen puns, and all the
camp equipage and property. Our loss was small for
the gain, but two of the killed were officers—young
Lumsden of Coke's Corps, a most promising fellow,
and Dr, Ireland, The victory is a great one, and
will shake the Pandies’ nerves, I caleulata. All their
shot and ammunition were also captured. The st
Fusiliers were as usual ‘to the fore, and’ did well
equally as usmal. I am much disappointed at not
having been there, but Mactior would not hear of it,
as the weather wis bad, and I should have run the
risk of anolher attack of dysentery, from which I
had been suffering. I aw half annoyed, half amused

T
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at the absurd stories about the Rohtuck business.
We were never in any extremity whatever, nor did 1
ever feel the slightest anxiety, or coase to fecl that I
was master of the situation, Danger there must
always be in war, but none of our own creating, as
the fools and fearful said, ever existed; would that
folks would be contented with the truth and reality
of onr position, and not add to its ddsagrémens by idle
fears and falso inventions.

27tk —I have been up to my eyes in work all day
again, and not had the pen out of my hand all day,
except when on horscback with the men. Two troops
arrived yesterday, and I have 250 spare horses to
mount them, so that we are getting on by degrees.
Such an experiment as raising & regiment actually
in eamp on active (and very active) service, was never
tried before.

I most decidedly object and refuse to allow
M, to publish any extracts whatever from
my letters. I say nothing that I am ashamed of,
nothing that is not sfrictly true, but my remarks on
men and measures, however just, would make me
many encmieg, and my misfortunes have tanght me,
though I may nof condescend to conciliate, at least to
do nothing to offend. If, however, it will be any
amusement to the loved ones at home to have some
true sketches of this lamentable siege, and the
progress in it of one dear to them, that is quite
another aflair, and I confess I should like to have
some such references myeelf to look over herealter.

2841.—1I am somewhat surprised at not hearing
from Agra, but I cannot be sure that my letter
reached there, as several of the ¢ Cossids’ have been
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*seragged’ on the road. Sir P, Grant will not have
a long course to run, as SivC. Campbell has been sent
out to command, and is in India, I faney, by this time.
Havelock, we hear, has retreated, leaving Lucknow
gtill unrelieved, 1 connot undorstand this, but we
have not sufficient information to enable us to judge.
After all, Nicholson is the general after my heart.

2g4k.—I have just retnrned from a ride of twelve
hours, leaving camp at three a.ar., on a reconnoitring
expedition, and have only time before the ddk closes
to say that I am safe and well. I found no enemy,
and everything quiet in the direction of Nujjnfghur,
where I was to-day, over and beyond Nicholson’s
field of Dattle of the 25th.

goth.—I1 have been writing and listening all this
morning till I am tived, a man having come in from
Delhi, with much assurance and great promises; but
he was sent back rather humbler than he eame, for
he fancied he should make terms, and could not get a
gingle promise of even bave life for any one, from the
king downwards., If I get into the palace, the house
of Timur will not be worlh five minutes’ purchase, T
ween ; bal what my shave in this worle will be, no one
can say, as there will be litlle work for horsemen,
and I do not now command any infantry to give me
an exeuse, L hope Sir C. Campbell will be here to
lead us into the ecity, which seems probable at our
present rate of no-progress. Heisa very good man for
the post of Commander-in-Chief, as he has had great
experience in India and elsewhere, and that, recent
experience. Mausfield comes out with him as chicf
of the staff, with the rank of Major-General.

g18t.—1 have litlle public news for you: all is

T 2
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expected here. The siege train will Le in by the 3rd
or 4th, I fancy, and then I trust there will be no move
waiting.

The letters from Agra show that a much greater
and more formidable amount of insurrection exists,
than we were prepared to believe. Large bodies of
insurgents have collected in different places all over
the country, all well supplied with arms and guns.
These are under the orders of diflerent Nawals,
Rajabs, and big men, who think that now is their
time for rule., Nome of these will be formidable as
soon as the army is disposed of, but for a long time
to come we shall have marching and fighting,
punishing and dispersing, and it is to be expected
that bodies of the fugitives from Delhi will join the
standards of these insurgent lenders,and give us trouble
here and thore., The fall of Delhi will not be the
end, but rather the beginning of a new campaign in
the field ; but the very day the active portion of the
work is over, I shall ask to go to some good station,
and ovganize and discipline my regiment, and get it
properly equipped, and fit for sorvice. At present it
is merely an aggregation of untutored horsemen,
ill-equipped, half clothed, badly provided with
everything, quite unfit for serviee in the usunl sense
of the term, and only foveed into the field beenuse I
have willed that it shall be so; but it wonld tuke six
months’ constant work to fit it properly for serviee,
Génerally when a regiment is raised, it is left quictly
at one station until the commanding officer reports
it “fit for service, and it hus been inspected and
reported upon by a general officer, when it is brovght
¢ on daty,’ by order of the Commander-in-Chief, My
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idea of bLeing able to raise a regiment when in the
field, and on actual, and very active service, was
ridiculed and pooh-poohed, but I stuck to it that it
could be dome, and General Anson was only teo
willing I should try, hitherto with success, and with
the considernble gain, to an army deficient in cavalry,
of having a good body of horsemen bronght at once on
duty in the field. How long it may be before I
am able to get to o quiet station for the purpose
required ib is impossible to foresee. I shall try to
get sent to Umbéla, or as near the Punjab as possible,
because my men arve all drawn from thence, and i
will be easier to recruit, than at a greater distance
from Sikhland, I have got six Full {roops, and
another is on its way down.

September 18/,—This is mmster-day, and a very
busy one to me, but I have written a minute letter
to go by Kossid to Agra once more, The poor wretch
who took my lost was murdered on the road, so of
course the letter never reached Agra. The dik by
Meernt is again suspended, so we can only send by
Kossid. I have to-day got a new subaltern, a M,
Balzer, of the late Soth Native Infantry, and a doctor,
so we are soven in all. T could not succeed in getding
Dr. Charles just yet, but hope to do so cventually.
Little Musrnb Jung hes Leen allowed to come to me
from the Guides, and I have made him a jemadar at
once. It is astonishing how well he reads and
remembers English. The Testament you gave him
ig his constant companion, he tells me, and he is as
intorested as ever in the history of four wonderful
prophet.’ The Persians are certainly a very intelli-
gent race, this one particularly so, and the seeds you
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have sown will surely bring forth fruit to his eternal
benefit hereafter, Morve than half the Guides want
to come to my new corps, but this is of course out of
the question, I am sending for Ieratees, and
Candaharces, the farther from Hindoostan the belter,
Mr, Ricketts, too, is collecting men from his distriet.
I have at present ooo spare horees, but as T am to
raise 1200 or 1400 men, I fear mounting them will
be a difficulty ; it is very difficult to work in a camyp on
service where so litile can be got or bonght. Ilerve
come move nows-letters from the city, and myriads
ol notes, besides post fime and parade, all at once |
I shall be glad when Delhi falls, and T cease to be
Times, Morning Clroniels, and Post, all in one | ¥
and.—. . . “Hodson’s Horse” made a very respectable
show indeed last evening, when paraded altogether
for the first time, and I was much complimented on
my suceess ; there are somo in the last balch from
Lahore whom I shall ultimately gel rid of, wild low-
easte fellows, and they did not behave very well the
other day at the Ravee with Nicholson; but taken
altogether, I am very well satisfied, and frust they
will eventnally twn out well, and do eredit io the
hard work I have with them. Colonel Seaton is
better—i.o., his wound is healed—Dbut he sullers much
pain from the tender state of the scarce unmited
muscles when he moves. The wealher is very trying
just now, and wery unhealthy. FPoor Macdowell is
unwell, and I fear he will have to go away sick; he is
far from strong, which is his only fault, poor boy, I

‘tBafarring to his charge of the Intelligence Depart-
men
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like him inercasingly, he is a thorough gentleman.
For myself, I am wonderfully well, that is, as well as
most in camp, though somewhat pulled down by
heat, fatigue, and dysentery, and I am literally one of
the “lean kine.! All is quite quiet here ; ouly a fow
occasional shols from the batteries. The Pandies
are quarrelling among themselves, and are without
money ; they eannot hold together much longer, and
I fear will break up if we do not speedily take the
place. Ounly a chosen band (1) will rally round the
king, who after all is but a name, for his villanous
song are the veal leaders, The trnin is fo be here to-
morrow or next day, and 56 guns are to open on the
walls at once. We hear that Captain Peel of Crimean
cclebrity is on his way up to Allahabad, with a naval
brigade and some sixty-eight pounders from his ship
the Shannon. Glorious, this. Surely with the brave
little army which has withstood all (and none but
ourselves can lmow what that “all’ comprises) the
trials of these lnst months, and our own brave © tars,’
we shall speedily conquer this rebellions city, and
make the lnst of the house of Timur ¢ eat dirt.
September grd—Nothing is going on here of public
importance, and everything is stagnant, save the
hand of the destroying angel of sickness; we have
at this moment 2500 in hospital, of whom 1100 are
Turopeans, out of a total of 5000 men (Europeans),
and yet our General waits and waits for this and
that arvival, forgetful that each succeeding day dimi-
nishes his force by more than the strength of the
expected driblets, He talks now of awaiting the
arrival of three weak regiments of Ghoolab Singh's
force under Richard Lawrence, who arc marching
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from Umbila, DBefore they arrive, if the General
really does wait for them, we shall have an equivalent
to their numbers sickened and dying from the delay
in this plague spot. ‘Delhi in September’ is pro-
verbial, and this year we seem likely to realize its
full horrors. The train will be here to.morrow or
next day, and I hope our General will not lose a day
after that, Ile is a good artillery officer, with an
undue estimate of his own arm of the service, He
scems to realize the old saying, that officers of a
‘gpecial arm,’ such as artillery and cngineers, do
not malke generals,. Wilson, [or instance, looks upon
guns as engines capable mathematically of perform-
ing perfect results, and acts as cautiously as if in
practice such results were ever attained by Asiatic gun-
ners, forgetting all our glorious Indian anuals, all
the experienco of a British army, and hesitating
before an Indian foe! I never hear these old gentle-
men tallk without {hinking of Sir Charles Napier's
remarks on the Duke’s comments on “Colonel Monson’s
retreat,’ and the heroie way in which ha had read and
profited by the lesson.

As to the extracts from my letters which Mr, B
has nsked for, I must decidedly refuse; even supposing
them to be of the importance which he professes to
consider them, there is a vast distinction between
my publishing, or allowing to be published, my
letters, and letting my [friends read or make use of
them. I am perfectly at liberty to write and speal
freely to my friends, and they may show such parts
of my letters as they think fit 1o men in power and
in Parlisment; and these may again make use, in
debate or in council, of knowledge thus gained,
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and details thug imparted, which would be otherwise
beyond their reach. All this ie right, fair, and of
everyday occurrence; but I myself, as a military
officer, have no right to publish, or permit to be
published, comments written in the freedom of pri-
vate correspondence on my superiors, their acts, and
proceedings,

I have not the smallest objection to any of our
friends sceing my written opinions, provided they
know them-to be extrncted from private letters, and
never intended for publication, I have no objection
to Lord William Hay sending a copy, if he chooses, to
Lord Dalhousie, or Lord Ellenborough himself even ;
but I eanuot give permiesion to any one o publish
what would bo so injurious to my interests. You will
think I have grown strangely worldly-wise ; but have
I not had bitter experience ?

Beptember 48h—There is nothing to tell of publie
news, and even if there were I have no time to tell
it, for T am very busy and hard worked, and only too
thankful to get o few minutes to say I am sfe and
well, I have never written of public mabters except
as rogarded myself. As fo the stories about me ab
Rohtnck, the papers have repeatedly published the
trae as well as the false version of the tale—even the
Lalkore Clronicle got it pretty correctly; and after
all, it is of very little consequence what the papers
say as long as the correct version goes to Govern-
ment and my friends. I sincerely trust we shall be
in Delhi before the 15th.

September 5th.—TPoor Maedowell has had a bad
attack of fover, which has bronght him very low. He
will have to go to the hills, I very much fear. The
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amount of sickness is terrible; we have 2500 men
in hospital, and numbers of officers besides. Another
of the 61st, Mr, Tyler, died of cholera to-day. I
would give a great denl fo geb away, if bat for a
week, but I must go whero I ean do most towards
avenging the past, and seeuring our common safety
for the future. No nrrangemeuts are making for
any movements alber the captare of Delhi ; wo sadly
want a head over us.

September 6th—To-night I believe the engineers
are really fo begin work constructing bafieries, so
that in two or {hree days Delhi onght to he taken.
If General Wilson delays now, he will have nothing
left to take; all the Sepoys will Le off to their
homes, or inte Rohilennd, or inte Gwalior. News
from Cawnpore to 25th Angusl has been received.
Up to that date Lmcknow was safe, but with only
fifteon days’ provisions left; and apparently - no
vigorous measures being taken to relieve the place.
Havelock has not enough men, he says; and report
adds that the Governor-General has forbidden other
regiments to move on, wishing {o keep them ab
Benares to cover Calentta, This appears incredible.
The Sepoys in Delhi are in hourly expectation of
our attack, and the eavalry keep their horses saddled
night and day, ready to bolt at & momont’s notice—so
say the news-letters, I suspeet that, the moment
we make an attack in earnest, the rebel foree will
disappear. OF public news I have none beyond this,
and I am still, like every one else, in the dark as to
what we do after Delhi is talen, or where and when
we go, If the campaign lasts very long I shall be
forced to go home next year, for even my lealth will
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not stand against many more months of wear and
tear like the last. Yet who can say what even a day
may bring forth, or can ventare to make plans for a
future year, after the experiences of the last. God's
merciful providence has hitherto preserved me most
wonderfnolly [rom myriads of nmo common dangers,
and I humbly pray that I may be spared to see my
home, and those whoe male home so dear, once more,
Home, altered and boveaved as it is since I loft it,
gtill holds the precious sistors and brothers of the
past, and the bright new generation with whom I
long to make acquaintance,

September 7ih—News hos just been reccived up to
the 24th from Cawnpore: the garrison in Lucknow
had been attacked by the enemy in vast numbers,
headed by a lot of f Ghazees,' They were repulsed
with such severe loss that the enemy would not
venture to try that game again, were the siege to be
protracted for two years ; they say 150 Ghazees, and
between 400 and jo0 Bepoys were killed. Colonel
Otter was appointed commandant of Allahabad, at
which I rejoice, for he will ¢ come out strong’ when-
ever he has a chance. One of our batteries wos armed
(i.e. guns put into it) last night, and the bigger one
will be made to-night; so that by the gth I trust
Delhi will be onrs.

September 8h—To-day, two new batteries, con-
structed during the night for the heavy guns, opened
on the walls and bastions of the city, and the can-
nonade on both sides has been very heavy ; to-morrow
other batteries will be ready, and on the following
day fifty guns, I trost, will be at work on the doomed
city. Very little loss was experienced dwing the
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night, only two men being hit; and the casualties
to-day have been surprisingly few. I cannot believe
there will be any serious resistance when once the
enemy’s guns are silenced. There is at present
nothing to lead one to suppose that the encmy have
any intention of fighting it out in the city, after we
have entercd the breach, All, T faney, who ean, will
be off as soon as we are within the walls. The
General has not decided yet on the operations which
are to succeed Delli; he says he shall send a strong
column in pursuit, which I hope will be under
Nicholson, but he has not settled who is to go; or
who to stay., I trust I may be among the pursuers.
I am constantly interrupted by business, ‘and the.
necessity of watehing the enemy, lest any attempt
ghould be made to furn our flank while we are busied
with the Latteries in fromt. Tor mysclf, I am not
necessarily much exposed to fire, except every now
and then; I never run into danger unless obliged
to do so for some rightlul purpose, and where duty
and honour call.

Bspt, gth—. . . To descend to life’s hard struggle ;
our guns are blazing away, but only in partial
numbers as yet, the work having been necessavily
distributed over two nights instead of one. The
garrison at Lucknow is all well, and likely to con-
tinue so, for they have plenty of wheat, though no
European supplies, ITowever, British soldiers have
worked and fought on bread and water ere now, and
will do it again: and I have no doubt the gallant
3and will keep up their spirit and their fame, Re-
inforcements were reaching Cawnpore, and Sir T,
Outram was on his way up with 1500 more soldiers
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ond some artillery, Cholera, their worst enemy, had
disappeared, and their communication with Cal-
outta was quite open.  Sir Colin had reached Caleutta,
and taken command of the army. I do hope he will
come up couniry at once, and Colonel Napier with
him, Poor Alfred Light, after five wecks’ severe
illness, leaves to-night for the hills, to save his life.
Hay has been written to, to take him in ; if he cannot,
I am sure you will do so. Poor fellow! I have a
real regard for him, and it is a terrible disappoiniment
thal he cannot be al the nctoal taking of Delhi,
having been so long before the walls., Sickness is
terribly on the increase, and Wilson talks of getling
into Delbi on the 21sb.  If the sickness does inorense
he wont have a sound man left by the 2 1st.

I was up till 2 A in the trenches, examining the
work, and helping what little I could,* and almost
ever since I have been on horseback, and s terrible
hot day it has been in all ways. Some of the enemy's
horse came out and began to poach on onr preserves,
and I had to go after them; they are such essential
cowards that it is impossible to bring them to a
regular fight ; they will not come from within reach
of their shelter, running off at once to eover, where
it would be madness to go after them. The new
batleries did not begin to-day, after all ; they were not
quite ready, and the engineers would not let them
open fire. . . . I am very much pleased with

® An artillery officer told me of my brother, that even
when he might have taken rest he would not; but
instend, would go and help work ab the baltaies, and
exposed himself constantly in ovder to relicve some faint-
ing gunner or wounded man—Fd.
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——s letler, and vejoice that he is out on an ex-
pedition : the change of air will do him good after
that frightful cholera. His story® of the soldier might
be matched Ly many a rough compliment I get from
the men of the 1st Fusilicrs; the most genunine per-
haps, certainly the most grateful to my feclings, ol
any I receive; a soldier is generally the Dbest and
shrewdest judge of an oflicer’s qualilicalions,

September 118k —~There is mo public news, cxeept
that the balleries are working away at the walls; bub
our engineers have failed terribly in their estimate of
the time required for the works, and all the batieries
are cven yet not finished. It is now, however, only a
question of days, one or two more or less, and Delhi
must be ours, I shall be very thankful to get away
from here. I look uwpon this as the vory worst climate
I have cver been in, and another month wonld make
us all ill. Another of my officers, Caplain Ward, is
very ill, and two move ave niling. Maedowell, I am
thankful to say, is a little better, The natives too
are very sick, and a large number are in hospital ; in
ghort, we want {o be in Delhi.

September 128k ~1I was interrupted in the midst of
my pen-work this morning by an alarm (which proved
to be n false one) of an attack of cavalry on our rear,

* The story referred to was told by an officor : visiting
the sicle in heapital in the fort at Agen, Lo neked & man
severely wouuded whether he could do anything for him,
‘ Oh yes, sir,’ was the answer, ¢ if yon would be so good
‘asread us anything in the papers about that Captain
‘ Hodson ; he's always doing something to make us proud
¢ of our country, and of belonging to the same service as
¢ that noble fellow ; it makes one forget the pain,’



ASSATLT. ' 287

it turned us all out, and kept me in the saddle till
now, 5 ., so Ican only say I am safe and unhurt.
I trust in three days Delhi will be ours. I faney my
shave in the assault will be one of duty rather than
of danger, The cavalry have but small work on these
oceasions. I cannot yet tell what will cceur after the
capture, I faney a colomn under Nicholson will be
pushed on to Agra or Cawnpore, and I hope my regi-
ment will be of the party.

September 13th—1 find X am to aceompany Nichol-
gon’s column at his own request, but where we are
to gois unknown ; whether in pursnit of the vebels
who are fast evacnating Delbi, or towards Agra, we
know noti; Nicholson strongly urges the former, I
am veory glad for my own sake that I am to go on,
for this place is dreadfully unhealthy, and I feel that
I shall certainly be ill if I remain here much longer,
In fact, I had made up my mind not to remain if
possible, and when Nicholson wrged my going on
with him I was only too ready to second the motion,
for T am able to work and to fight, and I must do eo
aslong as I can. Some of the Gwalior troops have
crossed the Chnmbul river, and arve supposed to be
threatening Agra. However, the fall of Delhi will
make every difference in their proceedings, and show
them that we ean do something, though so late; we
ave looking forward to a little “active service’ to-
morrow: may God grant success to our arms, and
safety to our brave band as much as may be.

September 156h—1 was totally unable to leave the
field yesterday until dark, and long after post-time,
but I ascertained that atelegraphic message was sent
to Simla, I sent one upas soon as possible, [or trans-
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mission to you throngh Lord W. Hay, but Colonel
Becher had forestalled me. . . . The breaches
made by our Artillery were successfully stormed early
in the morning, with butlittle loss then ; our loss sub-
sequently, however, I grieve to say, wos most distress-
ing, and that, in attempting unsuccessfully the
eapture of the Pahareepore and Kishengunge suburbs.
The whole extent of our loss is not yet known, but
thut already ascertained is grievous to a degreo, Tivst,
poor Nicholson most dangeronsly wounded, at a time,
too, when his services were beyond expression valu-
able,® The 18t Enropean Bengal Fusiliors was the

* The fo]_lowingB:Dnmunt of the nssault by an ofRcer of
the 18t Huropean Bengal Fusiliers will supply many par-
ticulars of interest.

f At 2 d'olock A we formed in front of our camp 250
¢ strong, and marched down to Luodlow Castle, which we
¢ renchod about daybreak, There we paused some time
" to receive our ladders, and advaneed at sonvise to the
*pssanlb.  Bvory man folt this day would vepay him for
¢ four months of havd knocks, and that we should give
¢ the murderons mifians a wholesome lesson, and teach
¢ them thet a hand to hand strugele with armed mon was
fquite snother affuir to one with defenecless women
tand children. We cross the glacis, tho fire is hot
¢ daseond and reascend the diteh, mount the Lerm and
¢ gsealade, Hork | what noizo ia that§ nob the Be 1oy's
¢ war-ory © Bum, Bom ram, ram, Oh King" for which
¢ you nre intently listening ; but the wilid, thrilling cheor
¢ of the British, which announces to friend and foo that
fthe ramparts ove won, We deseend and ment in the
¢ Cashmere Bastion, and are astouished at our rapid
fymecess. A general Bhﬂ;kj!%ﬂf]]ll“liﬂ takes place, ¥ Oh,
¢ Genoral, is that you?" * Paddy, my bay, how are you 7
¢ these and snch like greetings take place, whilst the diffe-
‘rent regimonts form, e moved out mapidly and
¢ stormed the church and adjacent buildings, and killed &
fnumber of Sepoys as they retreated from the Water
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most tried, and sullered out of all proportion, save in
the especial case of the Engineers, of whom ten, out of
the seventeen engaged, have been killed or woundedl.
Chesney and Hovenden among the latter, though not
badly. Of the Fusiliers, poor Jacob was mortally

‘ Dastion. After this, we procceded round the ramparia
* to our right without very much epposition, and halted
t at the Cabul Gate for some time; again the word was
¢ forwnrd, and in leading on the men, my glovious friend
' Greorge Jocob was movlally wonnded ; he, poor fellow,
f was shol in the thigh, and died that night. As he lay
* writhing in his agony on the ground, unable to stand,
f two or three men went to take him to the vear, but a
¢ gense of duty was superior to bodily pain, and be refased
¢ their aid, desiving them to go on and take the guns,
# Twica did the enemny repulse us from this strong position,
f our third attempt was successful, but two guna hard]
frepaid us for our loss’ “Berjeant Jordan I said,
¢ #gpike that gun on the rampart.” “I can’t, sir,I've no
‘ap " o Then take a vamrvod, break it in, and throw
tit down to mo ;" aud I spiked the other gun in the same
*way, The enemy eventuslly retock this position, but
t found only uscless guns, A little in advance, the enemy
‘had a gun and bullet-proof breastwork, behind which
¢ they fired on ws with impunity, This was on the
¢ rampart, and we were in a narrow lane abont twelve feet
* below, where not more than four men could go abreast.
‘In one charge, Nicholson, cur best and bravest, was
¢ struck down, Bpoke, gentle everywlere but in the field,
* was mortally wounded, and I, in re-forming the rogi-
¢ ment for a renewed attompt, was shot through the vight
¢ ghoulder, which will prevent my being bumptions for
¢ gome time ; out of our small by, seven officers and
* many, very many men had fallen. Tt was folt to be
* madness to continne the struggle where the enemy had
¢ all the advantage, and the troops were withdrawn to the
* Oabul Gale, bul the British and Sikh soldiers had dons
¢ their work, they had opened the road for our norivalled
f artillery to bring in their gung and insix days they
¢ cleared the citv with very trifling loss on our side.’

i)
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wounded, since dead, T grieve to say : Greville, badly ;
Owen, severely; Wemyss and Lambert, slightly ;
Builer, knocked down and stunned ; T, Brown and
Warner, both grazed. Of officers attached to the regi-
ment, Captain Mac Barnett was killed ; Staflord,
wounded ; Spcke, mortally so; what a frightfal list,
Besides this, Captain Boisragon was wounded badly,
with the Kamoon battalion ; so that of the oflicers ol
the 18t Fusiliers engnged yesterday, only Wriford, Wal-
Ince, and mysell'cscaped untouched, My preservation
(I do not like the word, cscape) was miraculons, Ior
more than two hours we had to sit on our horses
under the heaviest fire troops are often exposed to,
and that too, without the chance of doing anything
but preventing the enemy coming on. Brigadier
Hope Grant commanded, and while I doubt his judye-
ment in taking cavalry into snch a position, I admit
that it was impossible for any man to take troops
under a hotter fire, keep them there more steadily,
or exhibit a more cool and delermined bravery than
he did. My young regiment behaved admirably, as
did all hands. The loss of the party was of course
very severe. Of Tombs’ troop alone, twenty-five men
(out of fifty) and seventeen horses were hit. The
brigadier and four officers composing his stall' all had
their horses killed, and two of the five were wonnded,
The brigadier himself was hit by a spent shot; Tombs
escaped, I am delighted to say, rom a similar spent
ball. Our success on the whole was hardly what it
should have been, considering the sacrifice, but the
great end of getting into Delbi was attained. About
one-third of the city is in our power, and the re-
" mainder will' shortly follow, but that third has cost
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us bebween Soo and 7o killed and wounded® T am
most humbly and heartily grateful to a mereiful
Providence that 1 was spared. May the God of battles
continue Ilis gracious protection to the ond, and en-
able me once more to be re-united Lo all most precions
{o me on eavth,

Letter from Lagvrenawt Maoowers, snd in command
Llodsom's Horss,
¢ DevLor,

“On the night of the 13th September, final prepa-
rations were macde for the assault on the eity,
¢ Brigadiers and commanding officers (our little army
f boasts of no genervals of divisions) were summoned
f to the genoral's tent, and then received their mstrne.
f tions. At 1 o'clock A.ton the 14th,the men all turned
¢ out silently, no bugles or trumpets sounding, and
*moved down in silence o the trenches. The
* batteries all this time kept up an unceasing fire on
? the cily, which responded to it asusnal. On arriving
‘at the trenches the troops lay down, awaiting the
¢ gignal, which was to be given at daybreak, and which
‘was to be the Llowing in of the Cashmere Gate,
¢ towards which a party of engineers and sappers
‘ moved off at about g aA.ar. The assault was to be
¢ made in three colomns; the first was to blow open
¢ the Cashmere Gate, the second to escalade the Water
¢ Bastion, and the third to escalade the Morec Bastion,
¢ both of which had been pronounced practicable. As
¢ T was with the cavalry all the time, I saw nothing of
¢ the storming, but it is sufficient to say it suceceded
¢ on every point, and by 8 am. we were inside the
¢ walls, and held all their oulworks,

# §6 officors, 1104 uen, was the efficial return,
T 2
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¢ Now began the difficulty, as from the small foree

¢ we had, it was very havd worlk to drive a large body
¢ of men out of such a city as Delhi, It took four
¢ days 1o accomplish, lut at length, on the morning
¢ of the 20th, the flag of old England floated grace-
¢ fully out over the palece of the Great Mogual. And

¢ now for what we (the cavalry) did. At g au* we

¢ moved down in column of squadrons to the rear of
¢ our batieries, and waited there £ about 5 Ax., when
¢ the encry advanced from ihe Talore Gule wilh two
¢ {roops of artillery, no end of cavalry, and o lot of
¢ infantry Lapparently to our front. I think they
#intended to try and take our old position now that we
“ had got theirs. In an instant horse artillery and

t gavalry were ordered to the front, and we went

¢ there at the gallop, bang through our own batterics,

¢ the gunners cheering us as we leapt over the sand-

* bags, &o., and halted under the Moree Pastion, nnder

¢ as heavy o fire of round shot, grapo, and canisler, a8

¢T have ever been under in my life. Our nrtillevy

¢ dashed to the front, unlimbered, and opened upon

¢ the enemy, and at it they both went “hammer and

¢ tongs.” Now you must wnderstand we had no

¢ infantry with us.  All the infantry were fighting in

¢ {ho city. 'They sent out large Lodies of infantry and

¢ cavalry against us, and then began the fire of

¢ musketry. Itwas tremendons. There we were (glh

¢ Lancers, 1st, and, 4th Sikhs, Guide Cavalry, and

¢ Hodson’s Horse) protecting the arlillory, who were

¢ threatened by their infantry and eavalry. And faney

¢ what a pleasanl position we were in, under this

* QOn the 16th.
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¢ infernal fire, and never returning o shot, Our
¢ artillery blazed away, of course, but we had to sit in
¢ gur saddles and be knocked over. However, T am
 happy to say we saved the gums. The front we
¢ krept was so steady as to keep them back until some
f of tho Guide infantry came down aud went ot them,
¢ I have been in a good many fights now, but always
“ under such a heavy fire as this was with my own
f regiment, and then theve is always excitement, cheer- -
fing on your men, who are replying to the enemy's
¢ five; bub here we were in front of a lot of gordous
¢ perfectly impracticable for cavalry, under a five of
‘ musketry which I have seldom secn equalled, the
‘ enemy quite concealed, and here we had to sit for
¢ three hours. Had we refived, they would at omnce
fhave taken our guns, - Had the guns retired with
“ ns, we should have lost the position. No infantry
¢ gould be spared to assist us, so we had to sit there,
fMen and horses wore knocked over every minute.
* We suffered terribly, With my usnal good luck I
¢ was never tonched, Well, all things must have an
‘end. Some infantry came down and elewred the
¢ pardens in onr front, and as their cavalry never
¢ showed, and we had no opportunity of charging, we
¢ fell boek, and {the fire Leing over in that quarter)
¢ halted and dismounted.* All this time hard fight-

* One of the officers proscut on this oceasion, speaking
of it in n lettor to his wife, says, ‘I found time, how-
t pver, for admiration of Hodson, who -sat like a man
¢ carved in stone, and az calm and appavently as uncon-
¢ gerned na the sentries at the Hovse Guards, and only by
* his eyes and his ready hand, whenever oceeasion offered,
* gould you have told that he was in deadly peidl, and the
i bulls flying amongst us as thick as hail.’
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‘ing was going on in the city, The next day, and
¢ up to the morning of the rgth, we did nntiling (I am
* now speaking exclusively of the cavalry brigade) but
¢ form in line on the {op of the ridge, rendy to pursue
¢ the enemy should they turn out of the city in force.”*

September 166k —1 have just returned from a very
long and terribly bot ride of some hours to ascerlain
the movements, position, and line of retreat of tho
enomy, and T can do no more than report my safety.
I grieve much for poor Major Jacob, we buried him
and three serjeants of the regiment last night; he was
a noble soldier. IHis death has made me a cuptain,
the long-wished-for goal; Lut T' wonld rather have
served on as a subaltern than gained promotion thuas,
Greville and Owen are doing well, bot I much fear
there is no hope for poor Nicholson; his is a cruel
wound, and his loss wonld Le a malerinl calamity.
You may count onr real officers on youwr flugees now—
men, I mean, really worthy ihe name  Geeral
Wilson is [uirly broken down by fuligue and anxiety,
he cannot stand on Lis legs to-duy; fortuuately,
Chamberlain is well enongh to go down and keep him
straight ; and Colonel Scaton also—two good men, if
he will be led by them. All is going on well; the

* Extract from the Despateh of Brrcavier Hore Grawr,
Comumanding Cavalyy Division,

‘Heavp Quartens, Deun, Sept, 1ydl, 185y,

* The behavionr of the Native Cavalry was alko admi-
¢ rable. Nothing could be stendier, nothing more soldier-
‘like, than their bearing. Licotenont Iodson eom-
¢ manded a corps raised by himself, and he is o firstante
! officer, Lrave, debermined, and clear-headed,
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magnzine wns carried by storm this morning, with
nominal loss, and our guns are knocking the fort and
palace abont, All the suburbs have Leen evacuated or
taken. I have just ridden through them, and all-the
enemy’s heavy gons have Leen brought into camp.
In forty-eight hours the whole city, I think, with its
seven miles of enceinde, will be ours: our loss has been
very heavy, 46 officers killed and wouunded, 200 men
killed, and yco or Boo wounded.

Seplember 176h—All is going on well, thongh
slowly ; the Bepoys still ocoupy & portion of the city,
and are being gradnally dviven backwards, while the
pilace and fort are continually played upon by shell
and shot; not above gooo or 4ooo of the rebel troops
remain in the city, Head-quarters are there, and T
nm going down immediately to take up my qoarters
with the stall} T expeet to-morrow will see the last
of it, but there is no calenlating with anything like
certainty on the proceedings of these unressoning
wrotches. T am thankfal to say Nicholson is a little
better to-day, aud there appears some hope of bis re-
covery, thongh a very slight one. Mr, Colvin is dead :
another celebrity taken away in this time of trial.
The home mail of the 1oth of Angust has mrrived,
Lut bronght no letters for me as yet, but very few
have arrived in all. The Government at home seem
at last awaking to a sense of the importance of t]l'us
erigis in Tndian afliivs.

- Seplember 184h—There is nothing worth speaking
* of doing here. We are still shelling the fort and palace,
but as slowly, alas, as possible, T nm writing in great
Lnste, in order to go down and see my ‘intelligence’
people. Some of the enemy are trying negotintion.
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I only hope they may find it is too late, and that
we may pursue and destroy the wretches whom we
have to thank for so much barbarity and bloodshed.

September 19th.— We arc making slow progress in
the city. The fact is, the troops are ntterly demora-
lized by hard work and hard drink, I grieve to say.
¥or the first time in my life, I have had Lo sce English
soldiers refuse repeatedly to [follow {heir officera.
Greville, Jacob, Nichnlson, and Speke wore all
gaorificed to this. We were out with all the cavalry
this morning on a reconnaissance, ov rather demon-
stration, for some miles, and got a wetling for our
pains; however, rain at this season is too grateful {o
be complained of.

September 20th—1T have been much shocked (even
familiar o5 I have become with death) by poor
Greathed's* sndden death yesterday from cholera; the
strougest and healihiest man in camp snatched away
after o few hours’ illness. Sir T. Metealle also is very
ill with the same cruel diseaso: what a harvest of
death there has been during ihe past loor months, as
if war was not sufficiently full of horrors. The rebels
have fled from the city in thousands, and it is all hut
empty ; only the palace is still cceupied, and that we
hope to get hold of immediately, and so this horribly
protracted siege will be at an end at last, thank God.
None but those who fought through the first six weeks
of the campaign know on what a thread our lives and
the safety of the Bmpire hung, or can appreciale the
sullerings and exertions of thoso days of watchfulness
and combat, of fearful heat and exhaustion, of trial

® Hervey H. Greathed, Commissioner and Political
Agent.
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and daunger. Ilook back on them with a fecling of
almost doubt whether they were real or only a foul
dream, This day will be a memorable one in the
annals of the Empire; the restorntion of Dritish rule
in the Tast dates from the 20th September, 1857.
Ix rue Royar Pavace, Devuy, Seplember 22nd—
I was quite unable to write yesterday, having had a
hard day’s work, I was fortunate enongh to capture
the King and his favonrite wife. To-day, more for-
tunate still, I have seized and destroyed the King's
two sons and o grandson (the famouns, or rather in-
[amous, Aln Bukt), the villsing who ordered the mas-
sacre of onr women and children, and stood by and
witnessed the foul barbarity; their bodies are mow
lying on the spot where those of the unfortunate
ladies were exposed. I am very tired, but very much
satisfied with my day’s work, and so seem all hands.
We were to have accompanied the movealle column,
but to-day it is counterordered, and we remain here.*
September 23rd—When ghall I have time o write
really o letter 7 It scems as if I were each day doomed
to fresh labour and worry, and I long to ehake off the
whaole coil, and go where I can find repose aud peace.
Fortunately, my health stands the wear and tear, and

* Beedraet fiom e Dy hes of GrneEnan Wirsow on the
wll af Delli.
Dxnsm, Sept, 22nd. 1887,
‘I beg also to bring very ﬁwuumbl% to notice the
¢ officers of the Quartermaster-General’s Department, . . .
‘and Captain Hodson, who has performed such good aud
* gallant service with his newly raised regiment of Trve-
¢ gular Horse, and at the same time conducted the duties
¢ of the Intelligence Department nnder the orders of the
¢ Quartermnster-General with mre ability ond waceess.
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as my success has been greaf I must not gramble.
+ » » leame to camp this morning to sec alter
the march of a detachmént of my regiment which is
ordered, afler half a dozen changes, to accompany a
moveable column which is ordered to proceed towards

. Agrato-morrow. I am to remain here, and o tell the
trath, the business is so mismannged that T have
ceased to eare whether I go or stay. I fancy they
find me too uselul heve. "We move down bodily to or
near the town to-morvow, and everything ia in con-
[nsion and bustle.

Seplember 2448 —Drigadier Grant, like dear Sir
Henry Lawrence (though both married men them-
solves), says that soldicrs have no business Lo marry ;
under the iden that anxiety for their wives’ wellure
and safety often induces men lo hesitate to run risks
which they would otherwise cheorfully undergo. 1, on
o loss selfish principle, question very much whether
men have any right to expose their wives lo such
misery and anxicty as doring the last fow months have
fallen to the lot of so many; and yel it scems hard
to say that soldiers, who lhave so mueh to endure ot
times for the sake of' others and of their common
country, should be denied the happiness of married
life, becanse times of dunger will sometimes oceur,
and eerfain 1 am that the love of a noble-hearted
woman nerves one's arm to daring and to honour,
Happy, however, is the woman whose husband is not
agoldier. . . . Really the rumours which travel
about are too ludicrous, though hardly more so than
those which take rise and ave actually believed in camp.

The true account of the ecavalry ¢ demonstration’
is this :'on the morning on which the city and palace
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were finally cvacaated (1gth), the whole of the
available cavalry (not otherwise cmployed) moved
out through the suburbs in the direction of, thongh
not on the road to, the Kootub, but with striet orders
notto go under five! Well, we all marched ot to the
top of the hill on which stands the ‘Eedgah,’ and thence,
from a safe and respeetful distance, overlooked the
camp ol the Bareilly and Nusscerabad foree, under
“General’ Bukt Khan, quondam Subadar of avtillery.
‘While minutely examining the camp throngh my
glass (I was with Drigadier Hope Graut, to show the
way}, I perceived by unmistakeable signs that it was
being cvacunted. Shortly afler o loud explosion
showed that they were blowing up their ammunition
previous to a (light ; these signs were on the moment
confirmed by the arrival of my ° Harkaras’ (mes-
sengers), and I immediately got leave to go and {ell
the Genernl, I did so, galloping down along the
front of the city to see if that was gquite clear.
I then nasked leave to go down throngh the camp,
and scc what was really the state of the case; and
Macdowell and I started with seventy-five men, and
rode nt a gallop right round the city to the Delhi gate,
clearing the voads of plunderers and suspicious-looking
objects as we went. Wo found tho comp as I had
been told, empty, and the Delhi gate open; we were
there at 11 aac at latest, and it was not antil 2 por
that the ovder was given for the cavalry to move out,
and they were so long about it, that when nat sunset
Maedowell and I were returning (Lringing awny
three gons left by the enemy, and having made
arrangements and collocted camels for bringing in
the emply tents, &e.), we met the advance-guard
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coming slowly forward in grand areay! We had
been on to the jail and old forl, two or three miles
beyond Delhi, and executed many a straggler. I
brought in the mess plato ol the 6oth Native Infuntry,
their standards, drams, and other things. Maedowell
and I had been for fivo hours inside the Delhi gate,
hunting ubout, before o guard was sent to take charge
ol it.

The next day I gob permission, altor much argu-
ment and entrealy, to go and bring in the king, for
which (though vegolintions for his life had Leen
entertained) mo provision had been made and mo
steps taken, and his favourite wife also, and the young
* imp (her son) whom he had destined to succeed him

on the throne. This was successfully nccomplished,
at the exponse of vast fatigue and no trifling risk.*®
I then set to work to get hold of the villain princes.
It was with the grentest difiealty (hat the General
was persuaded Lo allow them to be interlored with,
till even poor Nicholson vounsed himsell to urge that
the porsuil should be attemptel. The General ot
length yielded a reluctant consent, ndding ¢ but don’t
lei me be bothered with them.” 1 assured him it
was nothing but his own order which ¢ bothered * him
with the king, as I would much rather have bronght
him into Delbi dead than living. Glud lo have at
length oltained even this consent, I prepared for my
dangerous expedition. Macdowell accompanied me,
and taking one hundred picked men, I started ecarly
for the tomD of the Tmperor Humayoon, where the
"villains had taken sanetnarvy. I lnid my plans so as .0

* Vide p. go3 for more detailed account.
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cnt off access to the tomb or eseape from it, and
then sent in one of the inferior scions of the royal
faraily (purchased for the purpose by the promise of
his life) and my one-eyed Moulvie Rnjub Alee, to say
that I had come to seize the Shahzadabs for punish-
ment, and intended to do so, dead or alive. After
two hours of wordy strife and very anxious suspense,
they appeared, and asked' if their lives had been pro-
mised by the Government, to which I answered
‘most certainly not,” and sent them away from the
tomb towards the city, under a guard. I then went
with the vest of the Sownrs to the tomb, and found
it erowded with, I should think, some 6ooo or 7000 of
{he servants, hangers-on, and scum of the palace and
city, taking refoge in the cloisters which lined the
walls of the tomb. I saw ab a glance that there was
nothing for it but determination and o bold front, so
I demanded in a voice of anthority the inetant
surrender of their arms, &e. They immediately
obeyed, with an alacrity I scarcely daved tohope for,and
in less than two hours they brought forth from innu-
merable hiding-places some 500 swords and more
than that naumber of lire-arms, besides horses, bullocks,
and covered carls culled © Bothe,” used by the women
and cunuchs of the palace. I then arranged the
arms and amimals in the eentre, and left an armed
guard with them, while I weut to look after my
prisoners, who, with tlieir guard, hod moved on
towards Delhi. I come up just in time, as a large
mob had ecollected, and were turning on the guard.
1 rode in among them at a gallop, and in o fow words
1 appealed to the crowd, saying that these were the
batchers who bad murdered and brutally used
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helpless women and children, and that the Govern-
ment had now sent their punishment: scizing a
earbine from one of my men, I deliberately shot
them one after another. I then ordered the bodies
to Le taken inte the city, and thrown out on the
* Chiboutrn,” in front ol the Kotwalie,® where the
blood of their innoeent vietims still eould be dis-
tingtly traced. The bodies remained Defore the
Kotwalic until this morning, when, for sanitary
reasong, they were removed. In twenty-four hours,
therefore, I disposed of the prineipal members of the
liouse of Timur the Tartar. I am not eruel, but I
confess I did rejoice at the opportunity of ridding
the earth of these wretches, I intended to have had
them hung, but when it came to a’question of ¢ they’
or ‘us’ I had no time for deliberation,

September a44k—The pictuve drawn from the vsually
mendacious reports at Simla, is not even founded on
faet. The women of the pulace had all cseaped be-
fore the troops entered.

The troops have behaved with singulur moderation
towards women and children, eonsidering their pro-
voeation. I do not believe, and I have some moeans
of knowing, that a single woman or child has been
purposely injured by our troops, and the story on

* It was on this epot that the hoad of Gooreo Teg
Bahadoor had been expased by order of Aurnngzebe, the
Great Mogul, neavly 2o0 years before. The Sikhs con.
sidered that in attneking Delhi they were ¢ paying off an
old score’ A prophecy had loug been current among
them, that by the Lelp of the white man they should re-
conquer Delhi,  After this they loeked on {}nf.athin
Hodson as the ‘avenger of their martyred Gooroo,’ and
wero even mor ready than before to follow him anywhere,
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which yowr righteous indignation is gronnded is quite
fulse ; the troops have Leen demoralized by drinl, but
nothing more. . A

Seplember 256h—. . . T miss Colonel Seaton terribly,
we have lived in the same tont for months, and had
become brothers in affection as well as in arms. -I
mourn deeply for poor Nicholsou : with the single ex-
ceptions of my ever revered 8ir Henry Lawrence, and
Colomel Mackeson, I have never seen his equal in
field or cowmeil; be was pre-eminently our “hest and
Lravest,” and his lozs iz not to be ntoned for in these
days. I connob help being pleased with the warm
congratulations T receive on all sides for my snceess
in destroying the encmies of cur race ; the whole nation
will rejoiee, hut Tam pretty save that however glad
will be at their destruetion, he will take exception
to my having been the instrument, in God's hands, of
their punishment. That will not signily, however;
T am too conscious of the rectitude of my own motives
to care what the few may say while my own conscience
and the voiee of the many pronounce me right.

A fuller account of the capture of the King
will be found in a letter addressed to me
shortly afterwards, and published by me in
the Times, which I now reprint :—

¢ I have before explained fo you what your brother’s
¢ (Captain Hodson's) position officially was—namely,
¢ thatbe was appointed Assistant-Quartermaster-Gene-
‘ ral and Intelligence Officer on the Commander-in.,
¢ ChieP's own Staflf. His reports were to be made to
" him direet, without the intervention of the Quarter-
¢ master-General, or any other person.
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¢ For this appointment, which was then a most re-
¢ sponsible one, as intelligence of the enemy’s move-
¢ ments and intentions were of the utmost importance,
¢ his long acquaintance with Sikhs and Allghavs, and
¢ his having been similarly employed in the Punjab
¢ war, had peculinrly fitted him. Of course, there
¢ were always plenty of truitors in the encny’s camp
¢ ready to sell their own futhers for gain, or {o aveid
¢ punishment, and he was invested with full power 1o
¢ promise reward or punishment, in proporlion to the
¢ desarts of those who assisted him.

‘Ou our taking possession of the city gate, reporls
¢ came in that thonsands of the encmy were evacua-
¢ ting the eity by the other gates, and that the King
¢ also had left his palace. We fought our way inch
¢ by ineh to the palace walls, and then found truly
¢ enough that its vast arena was void, The wery day
¢ after we look possession of the palace (the zoth),
¢ Captain Hodson reevived information that the King
*and his family had gone with o lnrge foree ond of
¢ the Ajmere-gate to the Kootub, IIo immediately
¢ reported this Lo the General commanding, and asked
¢ whether he did not intend to send o detachment in
¢ pursuit, as with the King at liberly and heading so
¢ large a force our vietory was next to uscless, and
¢ we might be besicged instead ol besivgers, General
 Wilson replied that he could not spare a single
¢ Buropean. IIe then volunteered to lead a party of
¢ the Irregulars, but this offer was also refused, thouph
* backed up by Neville Chamberlain,

¢ During this time messengers were coming in
¢ ponstantly, and among the rest one from Zeenat
¢ Mahal (Lthe favourite Begum), wilh an offer to use
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“her influence with the King to surrender on certain
¢ conditions, These conditions at first were ludicrous
‘ enough—viz,, that the King and the whole of the
* males of his family should be restored to his palace
‘ and honours ; that not ouly should his pension be
‘ continued, but the arrears since May be paid up,
¢ with soveral other equally modest demands. I need
* not gay these were treated with contemptuous denial.
 Negotiations, Lhowever, were vigorously carried on,
f and eare was taken to spread reports of an advance
¢ in force to the Kootub., Every report as it eame in
* was taken to General Wilson, who at last gave orders
¢ to Captoain Hodson to promiscthe King's lile and free-
“ dom from personal indignity, and muke what other
¢ torms he could. Caplain Hodson then started with
¢ only fifty of his own men for Humayoon’s Tomb, threo
¢ miles from the Kootub, where the King had come dur-
¢ ing the day, The risk was such as no one can judge of,
* who has not seen the road,* amid the old ruins seat-
¢ tered about of what was once the real city of Delhi.
¢ He concealed himselfl and men in some old build-

. “ings closc by the gateway of the Tomb, and seunt

“in his two emissaries to Zeennt Mohal with the
¢ ultimatum—the King's life and that of her son and
¢ father (the latter has since died). After two hours

® ¢ At o short distance, about ninile befors reaching the
t tormb, the road pasies under the Old Fort—a steong lower,
f sommanding the road on two sides, in which the King
“and his parky first took refoge on their cseape from
¢ Delhi. This was flled with his adherents, and it was a
fmoment of no small danger to Hodson and his little
¢ troop, when passing nndor it on his way out to the
¢ tomb, any styay shot from the walla might have Inid him
 low,'—Note by o friend,

X
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¢ passed by Captain Hodson in most trying suspense,
¢ guch as (he says) he never spent before, while wait-
* ing the decision, his emissavies {(one an old favourite
¢ of poor Sir Henry Lawrenct) came out with the last
¢ offoer—that the King would deliver himself up to
¢ Captain Hodson only, and on condition that hLe
¢ repeated with his own lips the promise of the
¢ Government for his salety.

¢ Captain Hodson then went out info the middle
“of the road in [ront of the gateway, and said that
¢ he was ready to receive his captives and renew the
¢ promise.

*You may picture to yourself the scenc beforo that
¢ magnificent gateway, with the milk-white domes of
“ the tomb towering up from within, one white man
¢ among a host of natives, yet determined to secure his
¢ prisoner or perish in the attempt,

“Soon o proeession Dbegan to come slowly ont,
¢ first Zeenat Mahal, in one of ihe close native con-
¢ yeyunces used for women, Her name was announced
fan she passed by the Mfounlvie. Then came the
¢ King in a palkes, on which Captain Hodson rode
‘ forward and demanded his arms. Belore giving
¢ them up, the King asked whether he was ¢ Iodson
¢ Bahadoor,” and if he would repeat the promise mada
“ by the herald ? Captain ITodson answered that he
 would, and repeated that the Government had been
¢ gracionsly pleased to promise him his life, and that
¢ of Zeenat Mahal’s son, on condition of his yielding
¢ himsell’ prisoner quietly, adding very emphatieally,
* that if any attempt was made at a rescue he would
¢ shoot the King down on the spot like a dog. The
¢old man then gave up his arms, which Captain
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* Hodson handed to his orderly, still keeping his own
* gword drawn in his hand. The same ceremony was
¢ then gone through with the boy (Jumma Bukh); and
¢ the march towards the city began, the longest five
“ miles, as Captain Hodson said, that he ever rode,
¢ for of course the palkees only went at a foot pace,
¢ with his handful of men around them, followed by
¢ thonsands, any one of whom could have shot him
fdown in o moment., His orderly told me that it
“was wonderful to see the influonce which his calm
‘ond undaunted look had on the erowd. They
¢ geemed porfectly paralysed at the fuct of one white
¢man (for they thought nothing of his fifty black
¢ gowars) carrying off their King alone. Gradually
‘ as they approached the city the evowd slunk away,
“and very fow followed up to the Lahore gate, Then
* Captain Hodson rode on a few paces and ordered
‘ the gate to be opened. The officer on duty asked
‘gimply as he passed what he had got in his pal-
“kees. “ Ounly the King of Delhi,” was the answer,
¢on which the officer’s enthusiastic exclamation was
‘more emphatic than becomes ears polite. The
* guard were for turning out fo greet him with a
¢ cheer, and could only be repressed, on being told
" that the King would talke the honour to himself,
They passed up that magnificent deserted street
“ to the palnce gate, where Coptain Hodson met the
¢ oivil officer (Mr, Saunders), and formally delivered
¢ over his Royal prisoners to him. His remark wag
¢ amusing, “ By Jove ! Hodson, they ought to make
¢ you Commander-in-Chief for this.”

*On proceeding to the General’s ‘quarters to re-
¢ port his successful return, and hand over the Royal

Xa
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¢ arms, he was received with the characteristie speech,
¢« Woll, 'm glad you have got him, but I never ex-
¢ pected to see either him or you again!” while the
¢ other officers in the room werc lond in their con-
¢ gratulations and applause, He was requesied to
“gelect for himself from the Royal arms what he
¢ ghose, and has therefora two magnifieent swords, one
¢ with the name of * Nadir Shaly,” and the other the
¢ geal of Jehan Gire engraved upon i, which he in-
¢ tends to present to the Clueen.

* On {he following day, as you already know, he
¢ captured three of the Princes : but of this more here-
“after. I am anxjous now that you should fully un-
¢ dexstand that your Lrother was bound by orders from
‘ the General to spare the King's life, much against
“his own will; that the ecapture alone was on his
* ovin risk and responsibility, and not the pledge.’*

I am allowed to insert hiere a most graphic
letter, written by Lieut. Maedowell, 2nd in
command of Hodson's Horse .—

¢ On the morning of the rgth we formed up and
¢ gaw the townspeople coming in thousands out of the
¢ Delbi gate (still in the enemy’s possession), and

* All the notico taken of this remarkable exploit in
Major-Genernl Wilson's despatoh of Septombor 2 2ud was—

*The Kiog, who aceompanicd the troops for some short
¢ distance last night, gave himself up to a party of
¢ Ireegnlar Cavalry whom I sent out in the dircotion of
t the fugitives, and he is now & prisoner under a guard of
¢ Baropean soldiers

Wo may well zemark on ihis anonymons vorsion, ¢ id
‘maxime formidolosum, privati hominis nomen supin
¢ prineipis attolli'—Fd,
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¢ passing through {heir ecamp, taking the high road
‘to the Kootub. Too far off to do any damage, we
¢ waited (the ground a mass of hard roels, imprac-
“ ticable for cavalry) till g a.ar, and then refired.
“ Ilodson, my commanding officor, then went to the
! General, and at ten I reccived o mnote from him,
“# Gallop down with fifty men and meet me at the
* Cashmore gato as sharp as possible” Down I
* went, and he told me hie had voluntecred to ride
* throngh the enemy's camp and reconnoitre ; that no
“one knew if they were there in force or not, and he
* asked me if I wounld accompany him, Of course I was
“only too glad, and off we went, They fired at us
* as we approached, [rom gardens and places all round,
¢ but I imagine they thought more men were coming,
¢ and bolted, we (only fifty of us) culling up all their
¢ stragglers to the tune of some fifty or sixty. As we
“camo back we intercepted o whole lot of towns-
¢ people escaping. Well, I must not linger on this,
¢ Having done our work (and it wasn’t a bad thing to
*do, to gallop through their camp with fifty men,
‘not knowing whether they were there or not), we
¢ cantiously approached the Delhi gate. It was open,
‘but all wus silent. Our troops had not as yeb
“ ventured so far. Afar ofl we heard the firing in
¢ the eity in other quarters; leaving our men outside,
¢ with four Sowars behind us with cocked carbines, we
¢ rode in, holding our revolvers ready for a row, Nob
* a soul was there; all still as death, I looked round,
“ and close to where I was sitting were two Lottles of
‘beer amidst a heap of plate, silver, clothes, &o.
¢ Perhaps I didn’t jump off sharp | It was all right;
“real beer! madam; we uncorked, and dvank the
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¢ Queen’s health at once, After a little time, as the
! firing approached, and we foond all was right, we
‘ rode away, and reported what we had done, The
¢ General was vory pleased.

¢ And now for my great adveninre. On ihe 20th
¢ the King gave himsell up, and was lodged sccarely
fin Delhi under o goard. On this day all had
¢ evacunted the place, of which we were complele
*mastors. On lhe 318t a note (rom IHodson, * Come
¢ gharp, bring one hundred men.” Of I went, time
¢6 o’clock aar, To explain why he wrote to me, I
‘ must tell you that although he commanded the
., ‘regiment, he was also the head of the Intelligence
¢ Department, and lived in the Gencral’s quarlers,
¢ while I lived with the regiment, commanding it in
¢ his absence, as being Second in command. Well,
¢ down I went. He told me he had heard that the
¢ threa Princes® (the heads of the rebellion and sons of
rthe King) were in a tomb six miles oll, and he
¢ intended going to bring them, and offered me the
¢ chanee of accompanying him. Wasn’t it handsome
fon his part] OF comrse I went: wo started at
¢ about eight o'clock, and proceeded slowly towards
¢ the tomh. It is ealled Humayoon’s Tomb, and is
‘on immense building. In it were the princes and
“about 3000 Mussulinan followers, In the saburh
¢ close by about 3000 more, all armed, so it was rather
¢ a ticklish bit of work, We halted hall & mile from
¢ the place, and sent in to say the prinecs must give
¢ themselves up unconditionally, or take the con-
‘sequences, A long half hour elapsed, when a

* Called Shahzadahs,
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f messenger came out to say the princes wished to
¢ know if their lives would be promised them, if they
feame oubt.  “ Uneonditional surrender,” was the
 answer, Again we waited. It was a most anxious
¢ time, We dared not take them by force, or all
“ would have been lost, and we doubted their coming.
¢ We heard the shouts of the fanaties (as we found
¢ out afterwards) begging the princes to lead them on
* againgt us. And we had enly one hundred men,
‘and were six miles [rom Delhi. At length, I
* guppose, imagining that sooner or lnter they must
* be taken, they resolved to give themselves up un-
* conditionally, faneying, I suppose, as we lhad spaved
¢ the King, we would spare them. So the messenger
¢ was sent to say they were coming. We sent ten men
fto mect them, and by Hodson's order I drew the
¢ troop up across the road, veady to receive them, and
¢ ghoot them at once if there was any attempt at
¢ areseuc. Soon they appeared in a small “ Ruth ™
¢ or Hindoostanee cart drawn by bullocks, five
f troopers on each side. DBehind them thronged
¢ about 2000 or 30c0 (I am not exaggerating) Mussul-
¢ mans. We met them, and at once Hodson and Irode
‘up, leaving the men o little in the rear. They
¢ bowed as we came up, and Hodson, bowing, ordered
¢ the driver to move on. This was the minute. The
¢ erowd behind made a movement. Hodson waved
¢ them back ; I beckoned to the troop, which came up,
‘and in an instant formed them up between the
¢ crowd and the cart, By Hodson’s order T advanced
¢ ot a walk on the people, who fell back sullenly and
¢ glowly at our approach. It was touch and go.
¢ Meanwhile Hodson galloped lLack, and told the
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¢ sowars (10) to harry the princes on along the read,
¢ while we showed a front and kept back the mob.
¢ They retired on Humayoon’s tomb, and step by step
“ we followed them, Inside they went up the sleps,
¢ and formed up in the immense gavden inside. The
‘ entrance 1o 1his was throngh an arch, up steps.
¢ Leaving the men outside, Ilodson and myself (T
* slaek to hitn throughont), with four men, rode up
¢ {he steps inlo the arch,® when he ealled out Lo them
‘to lay down their arms., There wns o murmur,
¢ He reilerated the command, and (God knows why,
¢ I never can undersiand it) they commenced doing
‘0. Now you see wo didn’t wunt their arms,
f and under ordinary circumstances wonld not have
¢ risked our lives in so rash a way, but what we
* wanted was to gain time to gel {he princes away,
¢ for we conld have done nothing had they atlacked
‘us, bot cut our way back, and very litlle chanee
“of doing even this successfully, Well, there we
‘ stayed for two howms, colleeling their arms, and T
* assure you L thought every moment they would rush
“uponus. I said nothing, Int smoked all the time, to
f show I wasunconcerned ; Lubablast, when il was all
“done, and all the arms collected, pul in o cart, and

#* EWhen within the enclosure, TTadson obmerved the
baleony resting on the Archway of Ingress filled with
* the followors of tho royal parly, many with arms. Facing
‘it, he lovked up calmly, pointed his corbine, and snid,
¢# The firsl man that moves is a dend man.” Tho cflect
was instantancons. Not a hand was raised, and by the
‘ glance of that eye, and offoct of that voice, overy dis-
* position to interfere by word or deed was quelled’—
Note by a friend, who afterwards visited Ifumayoon's
Tomb in company with Lisut, Macdowsll,



DEATH OF SIAUZADANS. 313

* slarted, Ilodson turned to me and said, “ We'll go,
‘now.”  Very slowly we mounted, {formed up the
¢ troop, and cantiously departed, followed by the crowd.
¢ We rude along quictly. You will say, why did we
‘not churge them? I merely say, we were one
 hundred men, and they were fully 6oco. I am not
¢ exnggorating ; the ollicial veports will show you it is
¢ ull teue.  As we got about o mile ofl, Hodson turned
“to me and said, “Well, Mae, we've got them at
“losk;” and we both gave a sigh of relief. Never
fin my life, under the heaviest fire, have I been in
¢ sugh imminent danger, Bverybody says it is the most
¢ dashing and daring thing that has been done for years
* (not on my part, for I merely cbeyed orders, but on
¢ Ilodson's, who planned and emried it out), Well,
* I must finish my story. We came up to the princes,
* now abiont fve miles from where we had taken them,
“and close to Delhi, The increasing erowd pressed
“glose on the hovses of the sowars, and assumed
¢ gvery moment o more hostile appearance, © What
¢ ghall we do with them ?"” said Hodson to me. “I
¢ think we had botter shoot them here; we shall never
¢ get them in.”

“ We had identified them by means of o nephew of
¢ {le king’s whom we had with us, and who torned
¢ king's evidence. Besides, they acknowledged them-
¢ golves to be the men, Their names were Mirza
¢ Mogul, the king’s nephew and head of the whole
¢ business; Mirza Kishere Sultamet, who was also
“ one of the prineipal rebels, and had made himsclf
¢ notorious by mur&cﬁng women and children ; and
¢ Abn Bukt, the commander-in-chief nominally, and
¢ heir-apparent to the throne. This was the young
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¢ fiend who had stripped our women in the open street,
¢ aud eutting off little children’s arms and legs, poured
¢ the blood into their mothers’ mouths : this is literally
*the case. There was no time to be lost; we halted
¢ the troop, put five troopers across the road behind and
¢in front. Hodson ordered the Princes to strip and
¢ get again into the cart; he then shot them with his
¢ gwn hand.  So ended the carcer of the chiels of the
¢ revolt, and of the greatest villains that ever shamed
“ humanity., DBefore they were shof, Hodson ad-
¢ dressed our men, explaining who they were, nud
* why they were to saflfer death; the cffeet was
s marvellons, the Mussulmans seemed strool with o
¢ wholesome idea of retribution, and the Sikhs shouted
¢ with delight, while the mass moved off slowly and
¢ gilently, One of the sowdrs pointed out to me a
f man running rapidly across a picee of cultivatod
¢ ground, with arms gleaming in the sunlight. I and
*the sowar rode after him, whon I disecovered it
¢ was the king’s favourite cunuch, of whose atrocitics
*we had heard so much, The sowar cut him down
¢ instantly, and we rveturned, well satisfied that we
“had rvid the world of such a monster. It was now
¢ four o'clock: Hodson rode into the city with the
¢ cart containing the bodies, and had them placed in
“the most public street, where all might sco them.
¢ Side by side they lay where, four months before, on
¢ the same spot, they had outraged and murdered our
“women., I went quictly home with the truop,
¢ nearly dead, having had nothing (except water) since
“ six o’clock the previous night. T have not time {o
‘ write you of my subsequent adventures, but will
“ next mail. 'We have gained a great deal of k8o
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¢ for this business, and I hear are to be rewardedin
‘ some way or other.’

Some months later my brother wrote with
reference to this matter .—

Uanr, oX THE LEFT BANE OF THE GlANGES,
oProsITE CAWNTORE,

Feb. 12th, 1858,

+ + « I see that many people suppose that I had pro-
mised the old King his life g/fer he was caught. Pray
contradict this. The promise was given two days be-
fore, to induce him to leave the rcbel troops and
return 1o ibe mear neighbourhood of Delhi within
reach, General Wilson refused to send troops in
pursuit of him, and to avoid greater calamities I then,
and not 1ill then, asked and obtained permission to
oller him his wretched life, on the ground, and solely
on the ground, thatthere was no other way of getting
liim into our possession. The people were gathering
round him. His name would have been a loesin which
would have raised the whole of Hindoostan, and the
Rajas and Rajpootana in the south would have been
forced to have joined in the rising, which would then
have been universal. Was it not belter to get rid
of all this, and secure curselves from further mischief
ab the simple cost of sparing the life of an old man
of ninety ? It must be remembered, too, that we had
no troops left to meet any further angmentation of
our enemies. A small foree under Colonel Greathed
was with diffiealty found, some days later, to go to-
wards Agra; and it was clear to me then (as ex-
perience has since shown) that we had still months
to wait for reinforcements from bome, Here is
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Febmary; the King was eaught in September, and
yet up to this present day the Commander-in-Chief
has not been alle to send a single soldier of all that
have arrived from England up as far as Delhi; and
all Rohileund, all Oude, o great part of Central
India, all Bundeleund, and most of Belar, ave still in
the hands of the enemy. Would it have leen wise
to have given, in addilion fo all this, so slrung i
incentive to combination, to the warlilke men of the
north-west, as they would have had in the person of
a sacred and fheaven-born’ monareh, dethroned,
wandering and homeless, but backed by a whole arny
in rebellion? Iam blamed for it now; but knowing
that there was no other way of gebling him into our
power, I am quite content to take the obloquy. It
will hereafter be admitted that one of the greatest
blows was struek at the root of the rebellion when the
old king was led a eaptive into his own paluce on
the 2185t of September, 18557.% Strange, that some of
i{hose who ave londest against me [or epaving the
King, are also crying out at my destroying Lis sons.
* Quousque tandem ?* I may well exclaim, DBuotin
point of fact, I am quite indifferent to clamour cither
way. I made up my mind at the time to Le abused,
I was convinced I was right, and when I prepared

% From Mn. Moxraoneny, now (hief Commissioner
of Oude.
! Sept. 2gth,
My pean Hopsow,—All honour to you (and to your
¢ ¢ Horse") for catcling the King and slaying his sons, T
“hope you will bag many mora! In hasio,
 Bver yours,
‘ R. MosToouEry,'
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to run the great physical risk of the attempt, I was
equally game for the moral risk of praise or blame.
These have not been,and are not times when a man who
would serve his country dare hesitate as to the per-
sonal consequencestohimself of what he thinkshis daty.

I am indebted to Sir T. Seaton for an
answer to inquiries addressed to my brother,
which never reached lum :—

‘I mee you are anxions to elear up the twe
¢ #yaxed quoslions ’—Why did he gnavantes the life
“ofthe King? Why did he strip the princes? Ile
¢ guaranteed ihe life of the King, because he was
¢ ordered to do so by (General Wilson ; and I think
¢ that under the circumstances it was wise and
¢ prudent (though highly distasteful to the General),
¢ [or it enabled us to get hold of the nominal head
¢ of the great rchellion, and to secure the capture of
¢ those greater scoundrels, the princes. No one ever
¢ {hought ont here of asking why he stripped the
¢ princes, or rather why he made them take off their
¢ upper garments. It certainly was not as the French
¢ glupidly assert, © pour ne pas ghter le butin,” for if
¢ the upper corresponded with the nether elothes in
¢ which the bodies wore laid out, they wonld have
¢ heen dear at a shilling the lot. e made them strip
¢ ofl' their upper garments, to render their death and
¢ gnbsequent exposure at the Kotwilla more impres- |
¢ give and terrible, Some people ask, * Why did he
*ghoot them himself? To this I will reply by
¢ another question, “ What would have been the eflect
¢ on that vast erowd of a single momeut’s hesilution
¢ or appearance of hesitation 2’
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Before this chapter closes, I will insert
one or two anecdotes and deseriptions of my
brother, from letters written at this time by
officers before Delhi, which have been kindly
placed at my disposal. They will help to fill
up the picture of him, which may be drawn
from his own diary.

One says:—

¢The way Hodson nsed to work was quite miraculous,
¢ He was o slighter man and lighter weight than I
¢ am. Thenhe had that most valnable gift, of Leing
¢ able to get refreshing sleep on horseback. I have
¢ been out with him all night following and watch-
¢ ing the enemy, when he has gone off dead aslecp,
¢ waking up after an hour as fresh as a lark ; whereas,
“if T went to sleep in the saddle, the odds were I fell
¢ off on my nose.

* He was the very perfection of a “free-lance,”
¢ and such an Intelligence Officer| He used to know
¢ what the rebels had for dinner in Delhi.

“In a fight he was glorious. If there was only a
¢ good hard skrimmage he was as happy as a king.
¢ A leaatiful swordsman, he never fniled to ldll his
¢ man ; and the way he used to play with the most
¢ brave and furious of these rebels was perfect. I
¢ fancy I see him now, emiling, laughing, parrying
¢ most fearful blows, as calmly as if he were brushing
“ off flies, calling out all the time, *“Why, try again,
fnow,” “What's that?” “ Do you call yourself a
¢ swordsman 7 &e.

“The way thatin a pursnit heused to manage hishog-
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¢ gpear was miraculous, It always seemed to me that
¢ he bore a charmed life, and so the enemy thought.

¢ His judgment was as great as his courage, and
¢ the heavier the fire or the greater the difliculty, the
f more calm and reflecting he became,’

Another (Sir T. Seaton) :—

*You kuow that, during the whole of the terrible
¢ siege of Delhi, we lived together in the same tent,
¢ and, excepting while on duty, we werc never separate,
¢ It was there I saw,in all their splendour, his noble
¢ goldierly qualities ; never fatigued, never downcast,
¢ always cool and calm, with a cheerful countenance
 and a word of encouragement for every one,

‘I used often to say, “ Here, Hodson, is somelody
¢ glse coming for comfort.”

€It was there I learned the depth and intensity of
¢ his allection for his wile; like the man, it was out
¢ of the common. Youknow how he nursed me when
‘T was wounded. I am indebted for my rapid reco-
f yery, in o very great measure, to his care and fore-
* thonght; and it wns whilst lying helpless and foeble
" ¢ 1 gaw that the brave and stern soldier had also the
¢ tenderness of o woman in his noble heart. His eon-
¢ stant care was to prevent Mrs. Hodson from feeling
* any anxiety that he could save her; so that, whenever
¢ he went ont on any expedition that would detain him
¢ beyond twenty-four hoars, he invariably asked me,
fand I used to make it my duty, to write to Mus,
¢ Hodson daily, acconnting for his absence and giving
¢ snch details as I could of his doinga.

*He wans ever ready to carry out my wishes and
¢ aid me with his best knowledge, skill, and courage,
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¢ He sapported me with the devotion of a Lrother;
¢ never, never shall I see his like again.’

Another says :—

¢ He has wonderful tact in gelting information
‘ out of the natives, and divining the movements of
¢ the enemy. Ile is senrcely out of the saddle day or
‘ night, for not ouly has he fo lead lus regiment mul
“ keep the eonntry elear, but being Intelligence Oflicer,
“he is alwnys on the move to gain news of the
¢ progress of affairs, and acts and inlentions of the
£ enemy.

¢ Even when he might fake rest he will nol, ut
“ will go and help work at the*batteries, and expose
¢ himself constantly, in order to relieve some fainting
¢ gunner or wounded man,’

I have this anecdote from another .—

“In the camp at Delhi, when the incessant fatigne
¢ {o which the soldiers were oxposed forbade the stricl
¢ enforeement of the continual salube, it was romarked .
“that IIodson never passed down the lines wilhoul
 gvery man rendering lo him that mark of respeet.
¢ The soldiers loved him as their own. “ There gous
f {hot ‘ere Hodson,” snid a drunlen soldior as lie
¢ eantered down the lines; “he's sure o be in every-
“ thing : he’ll get shot, I know he will, and I’ a
“ deal rather be shot mysell; we ean’t do without
& him..’.’ ¥

I venture to quote from Mr. II. Gireathed’s
Letters (published by his widow) some further
notices of my brother :—

 Hodson keeps an Argus cye on the rear and lefl
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¢ flank, and is nlways ready for an adventurous ride.
¢ T am not surprised at Gough liking him; he has a
¢ rare gilt of brains as well as of plueke | The uniform

_ ‘ol his men, “khakee™ tunics, with a scarlet sash

* and turban, is very picturesque.

¢ Hodson certainly the most wide-awake soldier in
¢ gamp.

‘A charge of cavalry was turned by s few
¢ musket ehote [rom o party wnder Hodson, who
* always turns up in moments of difficulty.’

Again, speaking of him while absent at
Rohtuck, August 1gth :—

fWe have no fovther intelligence from Hodson.
¥ He is employed on just the wild work he likes, and
“will be loth to retorn., The publie still amuses
¢ itself with giving his regiment new names, “ the
¢ Aloobokharas” and * Ringtailed Roavers,"” are the
¢ last [ have heard of.

« v oo "There was some alarm yesterday about
¢ Hodson’s safety. I cannot say I shared the feeling,
¢ T have such confidence in his andacity and resource.

v+« « © Hodson is quite safe, he will now return to
¢ eamp, and after being in foran honr, he will be seen
¢ looking as fresh, clean-shaved, and spruce, as if he
¢ had never left it.’
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OPERATIONS TN TIE NEWIIBOURNOOD OF DELIT—
SHOWENS' COLUMN.—SHEATUN'S COLUMN.—GUNGRRKN.
— PUTIALER. —A YN POONER,—RTDE TO COMAMAN DER-TH-
CIIEE'S CAM P —TUNCTION OF FOLOES.—SILUMSIIABAD,

Camr, Devim, Sepd, 266k,

Y lotters ave of necessity short and newsless, (or

I am scavecly ever able to eit down to write

what can be properly called a letter. Anything so
mismanaged as the prize property has Leen, or so
wasted, I never saw ; so much so, that I look upon the
appointment of prize agents at all as a simple injns-
tice to the army, i.e, to the oficers. Colonel Seaton
has given up the prize agency in disgnst, and I
refused it altogether; he is taking you a real trophy
from Delhi, no less than Lhe furguoise armlet and
signet rings of the raseally princes whom I shot; not
actunlly worth twenty shillings, but I know they will
be prized by you and the dear ones at home. Tombs
declares I ghall get o C.B. lor eapturing the King,
&e., and, between ourselves, I ought 1o huve anything
they can give me, for it was a fearful risk, and, I
must say, the * General’s’ share in it wans about as
meritorious as his recognition of the service was gra-
cious! but you will see Z¢ will get the rewnard; hut
never mind, I did my duty, perhaps something more,
and have got the reward of my own conscience, and
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certainly the voice of the army, as the hero of this
¢ growning merey,’ a8 they call it.

We march to-morrow instead of on the goth, as we
ought to have done, to clear oul some of tho hordes
at Humayoon's Tomb. I disarmed them when I
took the prineces, and collected all the arms, &e., into
one spot, leaving as large a guard as I could spare,
and yet the  General’ has actually never sent uutil
to-day to relieve the one or seeure the other, and now
only ot my urgent vepresentation | "We shall ba back
from our expedilion in [unr or five days. Colonel
Showers commands.

Caxr, Ioaavoon's Tons, Sepé. 2848—T1 have been
out all day and ab work, varied by divers summonses
{rom the Brigadier, and by such very amusing duties
as packing ofl' the royal family’s lower branches into
Delhi.

Poor Greathed! he was, indeed, a loss to evary
one! With the column sent out here (to complete
with 1500 men the work of which I had overcome all
the difficulties with 100), & young ecivilian was sent
to carry on political duties, and take charge of the
dilferent members and hangers-on of the Royal
family. In an hour I had got possession of the per-
sons of seven of the remaining sons and grandsons of
the King who were ‘wanted;’ they were made over,
according to orders, Lo this civilian, and, two hours
alterwards,* all had escaped | In consequence of this
we are halted here, and parfies sent out in all diree-
tions to recapture the fugitives.

* Ope of these wos the Prince Ferozeshah, who has
sinee given so much trouble as a rebel leader,

T2
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I shall try to get down in the Oudh dircetion to
join Napier and his chicf.

T confess I am much gratified by the congratula-
tions 1 receive on all sides regarding the eaplure of
the King and the retribution on the Shahzadahs ; hut
I cxpeet no reward, perhaps not even thanks, The
Government will bo delighted at the fiet, but will
porhaps pretend a reluetanee fo the judgment having
Leen eflected, whiel they eertainly do nol leel, and
will probably throw all the enus on me.  To toll the
truth (in spite of all the praises and prophecies of the
army), I expeet nothing by this campaign bt my
brevet majority, and that was due to me for the Pun-
jub wae. '

The excention of the princes eould be hardly ealled
one of “unresisting’ encmies, since they wore surrounded
by an armed host, fo whom we should have been
most ungquestionably saerviliced iff I had hesitoted for
an instant. It was ey or we, and T reemnmend
those who might eavil al my ehoive to go and cateh
the next rebels themsolves! The King was very old
and infirm, and had long heon o mere tool, & name in
the hands of the Shahzadahs, Miren Mogul in parti-
enlar; moreover, the orders T veecived were such
that I did not dare to act on the dictales of my own
judgment to the extent of killing him when he had
given himself up; but had he atlempted cither a
flight or a rescue, I should have shot him down like
a dog; us it is, he is the lion without his claws, now
hia villanous heir-apparent is disposed of. I must bo
prepared to have all kinds of bad motives attributed
to me, for no man ever yet went out of the beaten
track without being wondered at and abused ; and so
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marked o success will make me more enemies than
friénds, so be prepared for abuse rather than reward ;
for myself I do not care, and I am proud to say that
those whose opinion I valoe most highly thinlk I did
well and boldly.

Cany nzan rue Koorus, Sepl. 29ik—We got here
so late to-day that, before our tents were pitched and
washing aud breakfust over, the time {o close our dik
has avrived. Thanks [or letters, which are balm to my
wounded spirit, vexed as Iam to find that even here,
in the feld, working as I have done and suceessfulas I
have been, I am not safe [rom the malignant influence
of —— and his myrmidons, Irom the day that he
puat —— into power at Dellid I experienced a difficulty
never found before in carrying on my duties, and a
system of backbiting and insinuation which could
never have existed if it bud not been encouraged, if
not engendered, by listening to, This meanness ef id
genus omue hos commenced, and has decided me on
the course yon have so long urged, namely, to give
up the Intelligence Department.

I have done yuite enough to establish my name in
the army, and as much as one man can do. We
return to Delbi, I hope, to-morrow, for we have done
little encugh by leaving it. The other column, which
went ot neross the Jumna, has had an engagenent
with the enemy at Bolundshur, and thrashed them
soundly. This will open the road to Cawnpore. I
shall write to Napier to-day to see if he can get my
regiment sent towards Oudh, or anywhere near him.

Came, Deruy, Ocf. 186.—I was quite unable to
write yesterday, as we did not rebwrn Lere and get
under cover till after dark, T have to march again
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to-morrow towards Rewarree with another columm
under Brigadier Showers ; a most gentlemanly person
and gallant eoldier, but sadly prolix and formal in all
his arrangements, thereby spinning out an ordinary
march to the dimensions of a day’s journey. I am
sorry to say my unlucky ankle gives me more pain
and annoyance than belore, and the doctors tell me
it will never be better nntil I give il perfocé resé ; and
as this said rest is perfectly impossible, I muat Lear
it as patiently as I can ; but it is o end drowback to
my comfort and activity.

You will rejoice with me that the detachment (of
Hodson’s Horse) under Hugh Gough, who were sent
with the column across the Jumna, behaved extremely
well in that action at Belundshur, and have been much
praised. I am wvery glad, indeed, of this: it is a
great thing [or a new regiment to be suecessful at a
cheap rale in its first few encounters; it gives a
prestige which it is long in losing, and gives the men
confidence in themselves and their leaders. In this
affair our loss was trifling, though the cavalry were
principally employed. Ioor Sarel, gth Lancers,
wounded severely, I am sorry to say. 1 fancy we go
" to Goorgaon and Rewarree. Whether we sce the
enemy is doubtful, and it may be merely a ¢ military
promenade,’ to settle the minds of the inhabitants,
I long to get down towards Outram, and Oudh, and
Napier.

Iam so glad you have written home, for I was
vut of the way when the fOverland mail’ left, and
we none of us knew of its being despatched, It was
a gad fatality which attended the two last, both from
and to England, England! How the writing the
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very name even fills me wilh sweet home memories
and home longings ; and though, during the last five
years and three quarters, my life has been more
blessed than I ever dreamed it possible that life could
Le, still ihere are times, and they increase in fre-
queney, when my hearl yearns for oll ils dear earlicr
ties. Yes, we must get home next year somehow,
even il we have Lo live on barley bannocks.

I, and most other people, considered that I and my
party had a vight to all we found on the King and
princes ; bul the General, to whom I referred the ques-
tion, thought otherwise: so I gave np all except some
ol the personal arms of the prinees (Lhose of the King
were laken by the General). The swords which I
geonred, thanks to the officers assernbled when the
arms were made over, are historically most valuable,
One was worn by, and bears the name of, Jehangive,
and the other is stamped with the seal of Nadiy
Shah| They are singular and interesting trophies,
or rather relies, of the house of Timour the Tartar,

Derit, Ol and.—I have vemained behind the
force fov a day in ovder to settle the business and pay
up and discharge my Intolligence Establishment, I
am so busy that my letter will of necessity Le a short
one, My having been out in camp has prevented my
getling at the people and officers, who are all in the
cily aud palace. We, that is, the cavalry, artillery,
and some infantry, are outside on the glacis of the
¢ity, and much pleasanter it is, I think; especially
as Thave good shelter under the roof of an old mosque
in a serai, where we can all pub up together without
jostling. I feel quite a free man now. I have no work
to do but my regiment; though, truth to tell, flaf is
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quite enough for one man, even with so able and wil-
ling an assistant as MacDowell, I do not yeckon on
much fighting where we are going, and the weather
is now pgetting very tolerable. The conntry we ave
going into is also much healthier than Delhi, and 1
expect much benefit from the change of air and quict
marching. After our return I shall get away, il but
for a week ; and then my anxicty is fo join Napicr,
wherever he may be.

Drrm Dismuier, Ocf, grd.—I was yesterdey [our
coss from Bullnagurh, and the Rajah actually eame
out in his carringe; yet I lad strict orders not to
interfere with him, so the force marched off in
another divection this morning without striking a
blow, though the place was full of the Rajal’s armed
relainers and fagitive Pandies from Delhi, and they
ought all fo have been extorminated. The conseguence
is, he will give v trouble herealter.® To-loy wo
struck off to the right to this place (marching at
Brigadier Showers’ favourite pace of six miles in five
hours), and go on to-morrow through Guorgaon to a
place called Rewarrce, where one Tola Nani, a farmer
of Government revenue in better times, but who now
‘ affectionates’ independent authority, has collected o
force round his fortlet of some 4oc0 to 5000 men,
and shows fight; but again I opine we shall have a
tedious march for our pains, I grieve daily in all
bitterness for poor Nicholson’s death. e was a man
such as one rarely sees; next to dear Sir Heory, our
greatest loss.

* 8o he did, but ultimately gave himself up, and was
banged by the authovities in Delhi,— &, "
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Caur, Goonreaox, Oct 4th.—Even the camp lefore
Delhi (so long our abode that I write it mechanieally)
was more favourable for lotter-writing than our present
more peaceful but more moving life. We started at
three Ao, and arrvived here about nine. I had then
to go through the village or fown with the Brigadier,
and il was noon before we gol a lent pilched and
Lreakfust veady ; Lefore I had fnished I was summoned
Ly Shewers Lo give him some information s 1o some
¢ Moolsids,” and *now at lwo pac., though I am still
unwashed and nnshorn, T am ordered to be ready ab
three with a purty to proceed to punish some refrne-
tory villages a few miles ofl. I shall be back, T trust,
al dark, to dinner and Led, for we march again at
midnight,  Tell the swords T have leept arve
beandifol, and historically most valuable, It was like
parting with my teeth to give up those to the General :
1 should not have cared so much if e had done any-
thing towards the winning them. It will be some-
thing hercafter 10 wear a sword taken from the last
of the llouse of Timour, which had been girt round
the wiists of the greatest of his predecessors: if 1
ever part with 11, it shall be “in a present,’ as mine
0. would say, to vur good Queen | She onght to give
me her own Cross for it; and that’s a fuet, though I
say it |

Oct. 614, 3 A.—We gol back last nighl at dale,
from our visit of retribution to Dholkete, having
¢ polished oll* a goodly number of rebels from Irvegular
Cavalry Regiments, and others who ecame oul armed
to the ieeth, and making great demonstration ol
attack, but turned of course when we charged. Ilad
we not absurdly Leen sent out in the aflernvon, ine




330 STIOWERS' COLUMN.

stead of morning, so that it got too dark for work, we
should have cleared the place entively, I had a most
kind letter of congratulation from —— yesterday.
He seems very ill, poor fellow! How thankfal I am
that my bealth stands work so well: not that I do
not feel it; and it will fell more still some day. I
question whether there is a single one of us, however
strong or unwounded, whose constitution does not
pay for the Siege of Delhi. The weather is gelting
very plessant, except in the middle of the day; but
what a contvast to the climate of the Punjabl Many
thanks to Lord William for his oller of horses. I
only wish I had the power of using them, but thore
is no chaneo I fear of my getting to Simla, though I
may to Umbila. I hear General Wilson has gone
to Meerit, and General Penny come £o Delhi in his
stead.

Parnoxpuee, Oct 5ik, noon~—I add a few lines to
my letter of this morning to say that all is safe and
well.  Nothivg has ocevrred but a skivmish with owr
advaneced guard and some sowars of Toln Nani's, who
came, I honestly believe, in all good faith, to bring un
offer of subimission ; but the business was bothered
by mutval distrust, so they turned, fired at our ad-
vance, and bolted at speed, my men after them as
hard as they could go. They brought back alioul a
dozen horses whose riders they had disposed of ; very
acceptable they ave too, for ‘mounting’ my men is
my greatest difficalty, 'We have made a good bag of
the Irregular Cavalry rascals during the lnst few days
—among them a pative officer of the gth Irregular
Cavalry, who deserted at Delbi (selling Chamberlain
o vrettv considerable bargain too), was caught and
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shot. Scatori will rejoice at this. General Penny
reigns at Delhi.

There is no chance of my regiment being stationary
this cold weather, I imagine, for the country is still
in o very unsettled state, and will be so for a long time
to come,

Caumr, Rewannee, Ocf, 668 —We arrived here, after
a lediously protracted march, at eleven this morning,
only to find my prediction verified, that the birds
would be llown and the nest empty. Mr. Tola Nani
Lolted yesterdny, and left only an empty lork and his

.guns behind him ; in good hands it would have given
us considerable troulble, and he was evidently a elovor
fellow, aud had adroitly and promptly contrived so as
to be fivst in the lield, should our power hove ceased.
We found extensive preparations, and large worlshops
for the completion of military equipments of all kinds,
gung, gun-carriages, gunpowder, accontrements, and
maierial of all kinds. FHe had already done much,
and in a couple of months his position would have
been go slrong us to have given him the command of
all the surronnding country, as well as the rich town
and entrepdt of Rewarroo, close to the walls of his
fort. Had our empire fallen, he would have mastered
all the smrrounding villages and distriets, and pro-
bably extended his powor on all sides, nud founded a
‘Raj? like that of Puttiala or Jheend, to fall in its
turn before the (then) newly aroused energics of the
Sikhs, At the same time he was prepared, if we won
the day, to profess that he had done all this solely in
our interests and to preserve the distriet for ws from
the Goojur population. This is now his line of de-
fence. Showers yesterday sent to tell him that if
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he would come in and give himself up, as well as
his guns and arms, lLe ghould be trealed om his
merits, This he wonld not do, and hos eventually
gealed his fate by bolting, The extent of his warlike
preparations is too obviously the result of his really
lioslile, than of his professedly friendly, intentions, T
do not know where we go next; back to Delhi, [ trust,
when I hope to find General Venny willing Lo forward
my wishes by sending me on to join the avmy. 1t
will spoil my new regiment Lo keep it on meve polico
duly. .

Caxrp, Rewanee, Oef, 70— We have heen oll duy
in the saddle, wandering about distanl villages, but
wo did nol sce an encmy, and the inhabitants scemod
very glad to see us, for the runaway rebels had plun.
dered every place they passed ihrough, The whole
body of horsemen who were here up to two days
before, fled in all divections when they heard of our
approach (though their numbers were immense, they
say 7000 to 8000), and now, ride where we will, in
any direction for filtkeen miles round Rewurree, not an
armed man is to be seen.

Only this morning we heard of the eaplore of
Lucknow, dimmed by the desth of Clencral Neill,
Are all our victories to De purchnsed al the costly
price of her Lest and bravest? Xven I, loving my
profession as I do, a “soldier to the backlone,’ ns Sir
C. Napier used to say, sicken at the remembrance of
the good, and Dbrave, and noble who have fullen.
Poor Neill| he is a loss indeed. I trust our dear
friend has escaped. I looked tremblingly through
the list, and rejoiced to find the name of Napier not
there, And now for matters of the lower (surely the
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lowest) world. I have drawn no pay either for the
A. Q. M. Generalship or my regiment, exeept an ad-
vance of 500/, for carrent expenditure, I have as yet
been able to get no pay abstracts passed ; and indeed
such is the confusion of all things, from the want of
some central nuthority, that no one knows whare, or,
by whom, we are to be paid ; so I have to drww money
for my men ‘on account,’ to Lo settled hereafter: as
yot, however, I take care that it shall not exceed a
third, or at utmost half their pay, to be safely within
the mark. Men and horses cannot live on “nothing
o day and find themselves,’ and any regular office-
work is utterly impossible while we are kept so per-
petually in the saddle. It is rather hard on a new
regiment, ‘raised on serviee’—and a little hard on
their eommandant too—Dut all will come straight in
the end, I doubt not. I thought I mentioned that
when we went to the Eootub the first time with
Colonel Showers, I secured the rest of the King's
sons and grandsons at Humayoon's Tomb; bLut the
whole were most discreditably allowed to eseapa by
the young civilion sent out with the foree; or, as
he says, by the Brigadier; but it was his business,
and not the Brigadier’s. I also found out a lot of
silver and money, worth, I should think, 20,000 or
30,000 rupees, and 20 or o elephants; all which goes
to swell the prize money. We onght to have a good
proportionate sum each, for there has been an immense
deal of property taken altogether, I should think ;
tut the want of care and management will lessen it
considerably. As a specimen—when Seaton was
prize agent (and they could mot have found a better
or more upright), a quantity of property of all de-
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seriptions was brought in and put on the ‘chiboutra’
in front of the house he was in. He immediately
sent to ask the General either to mppoint o place to
slow it in, or for o guard lo put over it.  The answer
was in Genernl Wilson’s usunally drusque style. * He
had no guard 1o spare, and Colonel Scaton must
secure the property as he eonld.” Colonel Seaton’s
reply was {o resign the prize ageney. Ife eould
not well do ovlherwise alter this and other speciinens,

Oect. 82h.—1 o on an expedition early to-morrow
morning to somo villages, and shall Le too late back
for writing.

Oct, 11/k—0Only three words to say thal I am sale
und well. T cannobt ascertain whelher we go back
direct to Dellii, or by Jhujjur, to annex the Nawib's
country., Everything is perfectly quiet hore, and the
weather is really cold in the mornings: we shall all
improve by the change, though {ever is very prevalent
amongst the natives, The Europeans are gaining
strength daily.

Caxre, Jiroo Sawa, Oef. 1366.—We shall Le al
Jhujjur, I believe, in a eouple of days; whera part of
General Cortland’s foree and the Jummoo troops will
meet us, and they will, I faney, be left in occupation,
and we return to Delhi, where I hear o foree under
General Penny is to be formed to go towards Iiohil-
eund. It is more than probable that we shall accom-
pany him. If T am allowed to go to a station to
Jorm my regiment, I shall certainly try for Umbdla.
The hazaars at Meerul, Cawnpore, &e., ave all de-
stroyed, and T could get nothing I wanted. Here I
am interrupted by an order to start on a *dour,’
which will keep us out till midnight, if not longer.
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Oct, 14tk —My expectations of yesterday were ful-
filled, and we did not return till midnight to dinner,
having been iu the saddle without a halt since 3 2.y,
Some rascals had chosen to go and make free with
the grain, &o., lelt behind in Tola Nani's fort at
Rampoora, ouiside Rewarree, as soon as our last de-
tachment had come away; so I was sent back to disturb
their operations, Unfortunately Colonel Showers was
too long in moking up his mind to send ns, and
thongh we marched at the rate of more than seven
miles in an hour, it was dark before we came up with
the tail of the party, just as they were decamping
with their booty; so we only accounted [or about thirky
or forly. I was very weary, so stayed behind for a
few homrs' rest, the column having marched at 2 A
to Nahur, on the rond to Dadres, where we are to be
joined Ly a portion of General Cortland’s force, and
the Dick Lawrence Invincibles from Roltnck, We then
move on Jhujjur, bot not the smallest prospect of
opposition—all the masses of Raughur and other
horsemen melting away at our approach. X have
written to Chamberlain, as Adjutant-General, to get
me a conple of months to eollect, complete, and clothe
the regiment. At all events, if we cannot be spared,
I have begged that the whole regiment may be kept
together, and not scattered piecemeal over the coun-
try, as it is now.

Caxp, Daoree, Ol 16(h—The Jhujjur Nawab
has, or will give himself up; so not a shot will be
fired, for all the swarms of Irregular Cavalry have
dispersed to their homes, or rather to the hille and
jungles, for shelter and seewrity. Colonel Greathed’s
column has reached Agra, and there had o fight; a



830 BITOWERS' COLUMN.

regular surprise—our people being attacked while ab
breakfast | However, the enemy were thoroughly
thrashed eventually, and lost camp and guns. Poor
French, of the Lancers, is the only officer whose name
I hove heard as killed, A report bas reached me
from Simla that you have got some magnificent din-
mond rings, &e., taken at Delhi. This is rather good,
considering the only rings I sent you were the prinees’,
and not worth twenty rupees altogether, and the only
¢ dinmonds’ were in that littlo brooch I bought from
a sowar more than n month belore Delhi was taken—
go much for the veracity of your pood-natured friends
at Simla | TIf is too rich. I like MacDowell increas-
ingly—he is s0 thoroughly honest and gentlemanly,
and brave as a lion. In Wise, too, T am [ovtunate;
and Wells is a fat, good-tempered, willing-to-work
school-boy. We do very well indeed together, and I
have profited by past experience (and perhaps the
natural result of inereased age and knowledge of the
world), but things are very dillerent now and fhen,
‘We were waked up at midnight, and got to onr
camping gronnd at 11 A, and there found neither
tents nor breakfast, ‘We march on to Jhujjur carly
to-morrow. The Nawab has made his sabmission, and
we have nothing to do but receive it and move on,
Caur, Kuxounn, Ocf, 1gih—We left Dadvee at
1 A, yesterday, and marched ten miles to Jhujjur,
found the force dispersed, and fled, and took posses-
sion of the (very nice) fort, with heaps of guns and
ammunition. My men were out after the fogitives
till half-past ten. At noon we marched again (the
6th D-agoon Guards and my regiment), under Colonel
Custance, to Nahur, twenty-four miles, which we
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reached at sunset, At 3 a.ar this morning we came
on here, seventeen miles, and took one of the strongest
forts 1 have seen, with fourteen guns, some wvery
heavy ones, and five Jacs of rupees, which, alas! is to
Lo consideved Government, not prize properly. I
was only out of my saddle for one hour yesterday,
from ono in the moining ill sunsel, and then only to
get some cold food under a tree! Buot I am quite
well and strong, much belter than I was at Delhi; and
aa Colonel Custance and his officors ave vemarkably
agrecable gentleman-like people, we have had the
most really pleasant days gince leaving Delhi, The
worsl of tlus raid ig that it takes me from all
chance of getting away for a fow days until our
return,

Kuxouxp, Ocf. 20fh—1 have just had a very
nice and weleome letter from , dated Calcutta,
5th September. He had had a long talk about
me with My, Talbot, who told him that General
Anson’s representations had done much good, and
that it was admitfed on all hands that ‘my exeul-
pation in r¢ the Guides was complete, and that
no higher or more flaltering testimonials were cver
seen ; 50 that, please God, I shall be righted at last;
and justice is all T want., T leave those who injured
me to the punighment of their own conscience, and
have no desive that their ging should be visited upon
them more thanthat. Godzaw that I was too prond
and happy at having gained the highest object of my
worldly ambition, and so chastened me, that now mere
earthly honours or success are becoming gradually of
less importance to me, To go home with an untar-
nished name, and to get the repose both of bedy and

&
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mind which fome alone can give, is now the climax
of my desires.

This is a very healthy country, but sandy, and no
doubt ab limes fenrfully hot; even to-day there is a
hot wind blowing, and yel by midnight it will be
freczing !

Camr, Kuwoonn, Oct. 21sf—Anolher long day

without a dik. I have “betwitted? Caplain French,
who has eharge of the Post-oflice, for {aking mory care
of himself than he docs of g ; bub of course he denies
tho soft impenchment én dodo. T begin to despair of
getting back to Delbi, as we do nob march henee 1ill
the 23rd, and even thon it is uncertain in what divec-
tion we go. du resle, I am not sorry ae it is, for my
men and horses were beginning to gulfer. I had this
morning thirty-eight men and forly-three horses sick!
If Captain French is still at Simla, will you ask him
if he can get me one of the new patiern saddles he
introduced into the glh Irrepnlor Cavaley P I will
gladly pay the eost and earvinge, and thank him into
the bargain. Saddles arc my grealest dillicully in
gelting my regiment into order, T am doing tole-
rably in the way of horses, and gradually remounting
the men, who came down badly horsed, with capiured
cattle. The swords also are belter than they were,
from the same souree. My ankle gives me so mugh
pain that I have been foreed to fake 1o a small pony
1o ride even aboub camp, so as to avoid walking even
for fifty yards.

Oct. 2and—~We march to-night towards Rewatreo,
and shall get there on the 24th : from thence a part
goes to Goorgaon, and waits the arrival of the larger
portion of the troops which are to go into the Mewat-
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tee country and punish some rascals who have plon-
dered the large town of Sonah. The Brigadier is
planning a sevies of manceavres, by which be intends
to surround and eapture 4000 Mewattees. T shall be
very much surprised if we see one of that interesting
race |

I fear that if my men form part of the mancuvring
party, we shall not get to Goorgaon for six or seven
duys, or perhaps ten, but I hope for the direct route,
In cither case, as we shall do nothing, I would rather
do ib with as little fatigne to man and hovse as pos-
gible. The detached state of this regimeut is enough
to ruin it. Three troops ave at Agra, or thereabouts,
under Hugh Gough ; the sick and deplt at Delhi, -
and portions ol live froops here; but it seriously
inereases the diffienlty of managing a fotally new
xegiment, and it is havdly fair either to the men or to
tho commanding officer. I have remonstrated, but,
I suppose, with wery little eflect, as I have had no
answer, I trust, indeed, I may get all together and
go towards Oudh.

Oct, 2grd.—To-day we still halt, and I hear a
romour that on our return we go on to Agra. My
other troops ave on their way to Cawnpore, so that, I
think, theve iz every chance of my getting that way
too. However personally I might wish to be quiet
at Umbhla for a time I cannot ask not to be sont on
one of two expeditions with the same end, and un-
questionably for omr best interests, Oudh, where
Napier is in power, is the best field open. Tell —
he may unhesitatingly contradict the story abount the
rupees. It was born in Delhi, and was partly the
cause of General Wilson’s bad behaviour to me: the

. 2%
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money, 6o,0c0l., was brought to me late one night
by the men, who had been desired (as Colonel Beaton
will eorraborate) to secure prize property for him and
the other agents. We marched at daybreak next
morning, and I had only time to make it over to
MacDowell to see itlocked up in the regimenial chest
for safaty before we started, 'When I roturned, three
or four days afterwards, a story had been cirenlated by
the native who had disgorged the ecoin, that T had
kept the money for myself! Of eoarse the very day
I returned it was, with heaps of other things, made
over to the agents. And so stories go in this world.
The amount of petty jealonsy excited by what my
friends call my ‘sunccesses’ is beyond belief. The
eapture of the King and his sons, however ultimately
ereditable, has cansed me move envy and ill-will than
you would believe possible, but I have bad too much
experionee of humanity, during the last [ow yonrs, to
care for envy now ; and, conscicus as I am of my own
reetitude of purpose ab least, however I may arr in
judgment, I go on my way rejoicing.

Caur, Paroxvner, Ocf. 2764 —T1 am indeed most
humbly and earnestly grateful to the good God who
has so mercifully spaved® what was so infivitely more
precious’ fo me than life itself; and T do feel how
entirely our hearts should be filled with gratitude to
Him for the bountiful mercies which we mutually and
individually have experienced at His hands during the
past year:—the prescrvation of us both from such
perils ; my re-employment in an honowrable position ;

* Referring to his wife's almest miraculons BBCADE,
when the horse on which she was riding fell over s
precipice and was killed, —Ed,
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my ability to do such good service to the country at
such a erisis; the prescrvation of health in such a
time of exposuro; my beloved wife’s power and will
to tend the wounded and succour the distressed ; my
complote, though tardy, vindication [rom unjust
charges ; my almost assured [reedom from debt j—all
these mercies are almost more than my [ull heart ean
bear, and T sink on my knees in humble gratitude ob
the foot of 1lis throne who has done sueh wonderful
things for us  May He crown all other Dlussings
by grunting us o sale re-anion.

It will be seen by the foregoing letters that
Hodson’s Horse had by this time aequired
such proportions that they admitted of being
divided. One detachment, under Licut. Gough,
had been sent with Colonel Greathed’s column
towards Agra, and afterwards joined Sir Colin
Campbell's force, and took part, with much
distinetion, in the final relief of Lucknow by
Sir Colin and Sir James Outram,

The main body, with their commandant,
accompanied Brigadier Showers, and were of
great service in anticipating the movements
and cutting off the retreat of the flying enemy,
aswell as in scouring the country and bringing
in supplies. Their rapidity of movement and
dashing courage made them a terror to the
rebel forces, who had, on more than one occa-
sion, painful experience of the keenness of
their sabres.

In the course of the expedition, the forces of
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several rebel rajahs were defeated, their strong-
holds captured, with many guns, and treasure
amounting to 70,000/ taken, besides Ilargo
quantities of cattle.

On one occasion upwards of 1700 head of
cattle bad been taken. When they werve
brought in, Brigadier Showers ecxclaimed,
‘Hang me | what in $he world am I{o do with
them? Tt would take half my force to con-
voy them back to Delhi. I can’t take themn.’
On this Captain Hodson said, ‘Well, sir, will
you sgell them to me, and let me take my
chance ? < Willingly,” said the Brigadier;
g0 the bargain was struck for two rupees a
head. Captain Hodson sent them off, under
charge of their drivers, and two ovr three of
his own sowars, to Delhi, where they avrived
safely, and were of course sold ata lurge profit.

The speculation turned out a good one, hut
the chances were against it. No one else,
probably, under the circumstances, would have
run the risk, and the aattlc would have been
left behind.

I mention this ﬂ.necdcte as showing that in
small things as well as great my brother
refused to acknowledge difliculties, and de-
served the character given him of being the
most ‘ wide-awake” man in the army. Shortly
afterwards he invested part of the proceeds in a
house at Umbila which happened to be then
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put up for a forced saleat a great depreciation.
This consequently went among his friends by
the name of the ‘ cow-house.’

A short time before the veturn of the column
to Delhi, he applied for a few weeks’ leave, in
order to join his wile, who had come down
from Simla to Umbila.

On November zrd he wm‘he to his sister
from Umbilla .—

Alter nearly six months of scparation, I was
happy enough to gel Lack here yeslerday night, and
find my wile well, and all butl recovered from the
elfccts of her [rightful accident, the most wonderful
escape, perhaps, {rom imminent peril ever recorded.
I take the first holiday I have had since the 15th
May, to write a few lines to you, my dearest sister,
to say what deep and real pleasure and eomfort your
leiterd Lring {o me, amidst danger and foil and
fatigue ; and how cheering it is to feel that, come
what may, I am sure of your loving sympathy and
constani aflection. I received yesterday your letter
ol the 4th May, and could not but be most foreibly
slruck with the contrast belween my cireumslances
individually, and those of the counivy, then and now.
No one will rejoice more than yourself ab the sudden
change, and at the tolerable success which has Leen
permilted to my labours . .. . .

Nov, 15¢h.—Ilere my pen was arrested by the news
that the mail was gone. In these days all regularity
is set at defiance, and again we have been startled by
a nolice to send our letters within half-an-hour, and
that, too, in the midst of preparation for a hurried
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return to Delhi and Meernt, to rejoin my regiment,
We march at once to join Sir Colin Campbell and
the army assembling at Cawnpore for the re-congnest
of Lucknow.

I am getting on famously with my regiment: men
of good family and fighting vepule are really flocking
to my standard,* and before the end of the year I
hope to have roco horsemen under my eommand.

I had a lettor the other day from at
Calcutta, lrom which I Jearn {hat at last ihe truth
is beginning to dawn on the minds of men in power
regarding me. They now say that my remonsirance
will be placed on record for preservation, ‘not for
justification, which it is folly admitted was not
required,’ and that ‘no higher testimonials were ever
produced.’

Iow much T have to be thankful for, not only for
restored position and means for fufure distinetion,
but for sitety and preservation during this tervible
war, and for my dear wilt’s escapo.

¥ A letter from Delhi, in Octobor, suys (—

® The corpa misnd;g that very gallant officor, Captain
t Hodson, is compo more than anything wo have
f hitherto had of tho old sivdaws and soldiews of Runjeel
f Bingh's time, in consequence of which, and the skill of
¢ their commander, they sroalready an extremoly cllicieut

4

k E was talking this morning to & very independent
¢ looking Resaldar, who seomed to be tvented Ly his mon
¢ much more 18 they do a BEuropean officor than is over
f geen in our service, and who bore himself as the inforior
fof no one, and I found that he had been long & colonel
“of artillery in Runjeet Bingh's sevvice, and very openly
f went through the port he had taken ngainst us in the
fravolt of 1849.
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You must not misunderstand my silence. I was
compelled to leave the task of writing letters to Susie:
I had barely time to keep her assured of my safety
from day to duy.

On the 2nd December, * Hodson’s Horse'
were ordered to join a moveable column
under Colonel Thomas Seaton, C.B,, proceed-
ing down the country towards Cawnpore, in
charge of an immense convoy of supplies of all
kinds for the Commander-in-Chief’s army.
The convoy was caleulated to extend over
fifteen miles of road—hackeries of grain,
camels, elephants, horses—and but 1500 men
and four guns to protect them all. At Allygurh,
the forces marching respectively from Delhi
and Meerut united on the 11th. On the follow-
ing day Colonel Seaton, leaving the convoy
under the protection of the guns of the fort,
proceeded by foreed marches to look after some
large parties of the rebel mmy who were en-
camped in the Doitb. I must aguin acknow-
ledge my obligations to the pen of Lieutenant
Macdowell for a fuller chronicle of the doings
of Hodson's Horse than my brother was able
to give himself:—

¢ On the 12th we left Allygurh, and torning out
¢ of the Grand Trunk Road, marched into the heart
¢ of the disturbed districts. On the 14th, we heard
“ the rebel army were in great force ut a place called
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¢ Khasgunge, but on mriving at Gungeree, about six
¢ mileg Prom their encampment, they came out in
¢ foree and boldly attacked us.

“ The fight is soon told. They advanced in line,
¢ and opened upon us with artillery, their infantry
¢ advancing in skirmishing order. Our artillery went
¢ to the front and opened fire upon them, but their
‘ advance was so steady that Colonel Seaton ordered
¢ the Carabineers to charge the guns, which they did
"in the most gallant style, taking them and eubting
‘down the gunners, losing, however, threec out of
¢ four officers, Wardlaw, Hudson, and Vyse. This was
fon the right, Our infantry in the centre advanced
¢ in line, but did not come into action, in consequence
¢ 6f the rapid movement of the cavalry and artillery.

¢ On the left, our regiment was placed, to prevent
f {hieir turning our flank, as they threatened to do.
* The dust was so tremendous that I could see no-
¢ thing, so the regiment was halted, and I rode for-
“ward, when I saw the Carabineers charging on the
‘ right, and the whole of the enemy’s inl"uut.l'}r and
¢ eavalry retiving in front of me.  Immedintely, with-
‘ put waiting for orders, I'sang out * Charge,” and
¢ charge we did, and upset them in every direction
¢ for miles. Iwas nearly wounded onee or twiee in
‘ the pursuit, by desperate men fighting for their
‘ lives, but escaped without a seratch. We had twenty-
¢ three men killed or wounded. *

* Prom Despotole from Covowen T. Searow, OB, fo
Mason-Geverat Pesyy, Commanding af Delli.

* The General will see by the list of casualties, that
¢ Coptain Hodson's newly raised body of Horse was
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¢ 'Well, the next day we marched to Khasgunge,
¢ which we, pushing on in advance, found evacuated.
¢ Here we heard that the enemy were in great force
¢ at Puttialee, about twenty miles off, where they had
‘ been joined by the vemains of the force we had
¢ beaten the day before; and also, that they were
¢ entrenching themselves, and determined to fight.
* The report was they had fifteen thousand men and
‘nincteen guns. We marched the mext day to
¢ Buhawur, enemy still reported to be in front.

*On the morning of the r7th we marched in
* order of battle al 8 aar. to Puttialee. I undertook
¢ the reconnoitring, with Hodson, and consequently
*we preceded the colomn with ono hundred men,
¢ apcompanied by two engineer officers. The advance
¢ guard consisted of fifty Hodson's Ilorse; thirty
¢ Carabineers, one hundred infantry, and two guns
f following us, and ready lo support us if necessary:

¢ About half way we fell in with the encmy’s videttes,
* who relreated rapidly on our approach, and socon
¢ after came upon the main body of their cavalry, who
¢ fired upon us, and then slowly retired before our ad-
“vance. We formed up the hundred men, and went
¢ on steadily, expectivg to be charged by them every
‘ moment, as they were 400 or 500 strong. They
¢ retived, howover, before us 1ill we eame to a thiek belt
¢ of trees, when suddenly scven guns opened upon us.

“ not backward, and vendered exeellent servies. It counld
* not do less under its distingnished eommonder, whom I
¢ Leg partioularly to mention to the Major-General, us
¢ having on every pomsible oceasion rendered me the
‘ most efficient service, whether in gaining information,
¢ reconnoitiing the country, or leading his regiment.’
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¢ Halting the men, and sending bacl for the advanced
¢ goard, we (the officers) rode rapidly forward to recon-
¢ noitre their position, and found them strongly posted
¢ across the road, with about eleven guns, with which
¢ thoy pitehed into us pretty strong.

¢ Wesent bacl to tell the Colonel, and soon, to our
¢ preat delight, we saw ourline advaneing in beautiful
¢ order, and shortly after our horse artillery galloped
¢ up, went 500 yards in advance, and opencd on ihe
¢ enemy, who replied with hearty good-will, aud the
¢ battle commenced.

¢ Inow rejoined my regiment, which was imme-
¢ diately ordered up in support of the ariillery on the
¢ right, the Carabineers going on the lelt, and ourin-
¢ fantry advancing in line. Their fire soon slackened
© as our artillery advanced nearer; so did we. Dy this
¢ time we were within 8co yards of their camp, when
¢ Hodson, sesing that they were Deginning to wovor,
¢ gave the order to charge, and on we weni slap into
¢ their camp, our horse artillery Limbering up and
¢ leaping into their snddles, leading the wuy. They
f turned and ran, and we, galloping through {heir en-
¢ campment, came upon a fortified village : nothing
“ could then stop us; through it we went, and on
¢ emerging from i, found the whole plain in front of
¢ us covered with them, eavalry, artillery, and all, run.
“ ning away, We pursued them for eight miles, and
‘I am within the mark when I say that we left up-
“wards of 1oco dead on the fiell. Our infantry
¢ coming up in our rear, turned those we had passed by
¢ in our rapid advance, ont of the village, where they
“had secreted themselves, bayoneting and shooting
¢ them down in every direction. We took thirteen
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¢ guns, the whole of their park, ammuuition, eamp, and
¢ stores, killed a great many chiefs, amongst others a
¢ Nawab who was mounted on an clephant in a silver
¢ howdah, I received the thanks of our commander,
f together with Hodson and the engincer officers, for
¢ the reconnoitring part of the expedition.

¢ Well, after this we halted for threedays, pushing out
 reconnaissances in oll divections; and having satisfied
¢ ourselves that the enemy had broken up in every
¥ direction, and gone to Fottehgurh, that refage for
f the destitute, we moved backwards to Gungerce ;
“and then striking across to Ltah, pushed down
“the Grand Trunl Road towards Mynpooree, the
¢ Rajah of which place, it was reported, was deter-
“ mined to stand agninst s,

f Wereached Koorowles on the a6th, having spent
¢ the day before Christmas-day very merrily. We (Hod-
¢ son’s Horse) entertained the officers of the column.
¢ Believe me, I drank all your healths, and fervently
¢ prayed that I might be spared to spend another
¢ Christmas-day with you all,

¢ Hearing that the Rajah was in force, and deter-
¢ mined fo fight, we advanced on the morning of the
“ a7th, forced the enemy from their position, cap-
¢ turing six guns, and routing them in all directions.
¢ We got possession of Mynpooree, and all their pack,
¢ stores, &e. Our cavalry pursued them twelve miles,
“ and cutup & great many, So youn see, between the
¢ 12th and the 27th we have fought three actions, tra-
¢ versed the Doib, dispersed the enemy in every direc-
¢ tion, captured twenty-five guns and vast stores of
¢ ammunitioh, and cut up vast numbers of rebels.

¥ This is not bad work, considering that our force
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< consisted of only 2000 men of all arms, and eight
¢ light and three heavy guns.

My brother’s own notices of these operations,
in his few letters to England, are very bricf,
On the 1st Janunary he writes [rom DBewar, to
which the column had advanced [rom Myn-

pooree :—
Jeannrry 1af, 1858,

.« « Within the last month,nnder Colonel L. Sealon's
command, we have fought three aclions, and eapluved
twenty-five guns, and marched I can’t say Lhow many
miles. I can only say that on one day—that belore
yesterday—I rode ninety-four miles belween ‘morn
and dewy cve,” to carry adespateh to the Commander-
in-Chief, and bring back his orders Lo Seaton ; and I
generally pass my time in the saddle, My reception
by 8ir Colin Campbell was most, Hattering and eordial,
and he got some ¢ chops and ale? for me, and sat
down in a quiet friendly way by my side to help me
feed, which would have plensed you to sce.

At last, after twelve years’ sevviee, 1 am o caplain,
regimentally from the 14th Seplember lust; poor
Major Jacol's death afler the nssault having given
me my promotion—denrly purchased by the death of
sach a man! I have much to be thankful for, not
only for the most nnhoped-Tor escapes from wonnds
and death, Lut for the position I now occupy, and for
the appreciation my work hns received lrom those
in power,

My new regiment has dome good service and got
much xidog.

We expect to join the Commander-in-Chicf’s force,
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and march together on Futlehguwrh and Bareilly.
There iz much work before us still in Robileund and
Oude. I do not expect to sce the end ol the war for
some months, ¥You will have to keep on sending us
more men for some time to come.

The ride so cursorily mentioned was a most
gallant and successful attempt to open commu-
nieation between the two forces. Inthe course
of it, my Drother and Lieutenant Macdowell
had a most hairbreadth escape, which is thus
narrated by the latter :—

¢ Cawe, BewAr, Jan, 13, 1858,

¢ You know we took Mynpoores on the 27th, We
halted that day and the two following. On the
¢ night of the 2gth, Hodson came into my tent, about
* nine o'clock, and told me a report had come in that the
¢ Commander-in-Chief had arrived with his forces at
¢ Goorsahaigunge, about thirty-eight miles from Myn-
¢ pooree and that he had volunteered to ride over to him
¢ with despatches, asking me at the same time if I
‘would accompany him. OFf course I consented at
¢ onee, and was very much pratified by hig selecling
“me as his companion. At 6 Ax. the next morning
‘we stavted; with seventy-five sowars of our own
¢regiment. I do mot wish to enhance the danger of
‘the undertaking, but shall merely tell you that
‘sinee Brigadier Grant’s column moved down this
¢ yoad towards Lucknow, it had been closed against
‘all Europeans; that we were not certain if the
¢ Commander-in-Chief’s camp was at Goarsahaigunge
¢ (which uncertaipty was verified, as you will see);
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¢ and that, to say the least of it, there was a chance
¢ of our falling in with roving bands of the enemy.*
‘ We started at 6 A.r, and reached Bewar all sale,
f fourteon miles from our camp. Ilere we halted, and
¢ ate sandwiches, and then leaving fifty men to stay
¢ till our return, pushed on to Chibberamow, fourteen
¢ miles further on.  Ilere we made another hall, and
¢ then, leaving the remaining twenly-five men behind,
“we pushed on by ourselves, unaccompanicd, lov
¢ Goorsahaigunge, where we hoped to lind the Com-
¢ mander-in-Chief. On awiving there (o fonrleen
“miles stage), we found the Commander-in-Chicl
“was at Mermuka-Serai, fifteen miles further on.
‘This was very annoying: buft there was no help
¢ for it, so we struck out for it as fast as we could, the
‘more 80 as we heard that the enemy, oo strong,
“qrith four guns, was within two miles of ns, We
farrived nt Mermukn-Serai at-4 a.ar., and fonnd the
feamp there all right. We were reccived most
¢ cordially by all, and not a little surprised were they

* The following oxtract from o privato lotter of an
artillery officer, describing the state of the roads, will
give some notion of the donger of this ride :—

‘ Myxroonee, December 29th.

¢ Binco the zoth of Ocbober, no lebters linve passed this
‘rond. The * Kossids," whose iradoe i6 is to covry lotbers
f throngh an onemy's country, would wob, und eonld not
‘do it, and no wonder. At one place wo saw o poor
f brate who had goue from us with a lobter to the Chiof,
fand hul been camght by the vebels. He was hanging
¢ by the heels, Lad Lis nose cut off, had been made a tavget
¢ of, and roasted alive.

{ Pleasant fellows, these rebels, and worthy of all con-
! gideration.’ . "



COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF'S CAMP, 363

“to hear where we had come from., Hodson was
‘most warmly received by Sir Colin Campbell, and
¢ was closeted with him till dinner time. Meanwhile,
“Isought out some old [riends, and amused mysclf
¢ with looking at the novel sight of English sailors
¢ omployed with heavy guns, I also went to see the
¢ Highlanders, and magnificent fellows they are, with |
¢ their bonnets and kilts, locking as if they could cab
‘up all the Pandies in Indin. A summons to the
f Commander-in-Chief’s table called me away, and off
‘I went to dinuer, when I found ITodson sealed Ly -
¢8ir Colin, and carrying on a most animated con-
* vergation with him. We had a very pleasant dinner,
‘and at 8 rar. started on our long ride (Gfty-four
miles) back, Wearrived at Goorsahaigunge all sals,
‘and pushed on at once for the next stage, Chib-
‘beramow, When we had got half way, we were
‘stopped by a native, who bad been waiting in ex-
‘pectation of our return, God bless him! I say,
“and I am sure you will say so too when you have
‘read all. He told us that a party of the enemy had
‘attacked our twenty-five sowars at Chibberamow,
_ “eut up eome, and beaten back the rest, and that
‘there was a great probability some of them (the
‘enemy) were lwking about the road to our front.
‘This was pleasant news, was it not /—twenty miles
“from the Commander-in-Chief’s camp, thirty from
‘our own; time, midnight; scene, an open road;
f dramatis persona, two oflicers armed with swords
‘and revolvers, and a howling enemy supposed to be
‘ologe at hand, We deliberated what we should do,
“and Hodson decided we should ride on at all risks.
s4a
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€ At the worst,” he said, * we can gallop back; but
‘we'll try and push through.” The native came
‘with us, and we starled. I have seen o fow ad-
¢ venbares in my time, but must confess this was the
¢ most, trying one I had ever engaged in. Tt was a
¢ piercingly cold night, with a bright moon and a
“wintry sky, and a cold wind every now and then
“gweeping by and chilling us to the very wmurrow.
¢ Taking our horses off the hard road on Lo the side
¢ where il was solt, go that the noiss of their foollnlls
‘could be less distinetly heard, we silently went on
‘our way, anxiously listening for overy sound that
fell upon our ears, and straining our sight to sco
¢if, behind the dark trees doited along the road, we
¢could discern the forms of the encmy waiting in
¢ ambush to seize us. Tt was indeed an anxious time,
¢ We proceeded till close to Chibberamow. ¢ They
¢are there,” said our guide in a whisper, poinling to
fagarden in a clamp of trees to our righl fromt,
¢ Dislinetly we heard a faint hum in the distance—
¢ whether it was the enemy, or whether our imagi-
‘nation eomjured up the sound, I know not. Wo
“glowly and silently pnssed through the village, in
“the main street of which we saw the dend body of
“one of our men lying stark and still’ and ghastly in
“the moonlight; and on emerging [rom the other
fside, dismissed our faithlul guide, with dircolions to
‘eome to our camp—and then, puiting spurs to our
‘ horses, we galloped for the dear life to Bewar,
“hreathing more freely as overy stride Lore us away
‘from the danger now happily past. Wo renched
 Bewar at about two o’clock A.ar, and found u party
“of our men sent out to look for us. Qur troopers -
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“had ridden in to say they had been attacked and
¢ driven back, and that we had gone on alone, and all
¢ poncluded we must fall into the hands of the enemy.
‘Wo flung ourselves down on charpoys and slept till
¢ daylight, when our column marched in, and we
¢ roceived the hearty congratulations of all on onr
“escape. What do you think of it ? The man whose
‘information gave us such timely warning, and
¢ therclyy prevented our galloping on, by which we
ghould cortainly have exciled the atlention of the
‘encmy, bas been wery bandsomely rewarded and
¢ pbtained employment.

It appears from the reports afterwards received,
‘ that the party that cut up onr men were fugitives
¢ from Ttawal, where a column of ours, ander Genexal
f Walpole, had arrived. They consisted of about
¢ 3500 men, with seven guns, and were proceeding
to Futtypore. We rode in at one end of Chibbera-
“mow in the morning—they rode in at the other,
¢ They saw us, but we did not see them, as we were
¢on unfavourable ground. Thinking we wore the
¢ advanced guard of our column, they retired hastily
“to a village some two koss off Meanwhile, Hodson
and I, unconscions of their vieinity, rode on. They
fgent ount scouts, and ascertained only twenty-five
“of our sowars were in the village, upon which they
resumed their mareh, sending a party to cut up
¢ our men, and, Isuppose, to wait for our return. All
¢ Hodson said when we were at Bewar, and safe, was
¢« By George! Mac, I'd give a good deal for a
‘oup of tea,” and immediately went to sleep, He
“ig the coolest hand I have ever yet met, We
trode ninety-four miles, Hodson rode seventy-two

Aa
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¢‘on one horae, the little dun, and I rode Alma
¢ geventy-two miles also.’

Colonel Seaton, in a letter written shortly
afterwards to Mrs. Ilodson, thus describes the

anxiety he felt :—
¢ MattoMenAnan, Jen. stk

¢ Oh! what a fright T was in the night helore wa
¢ marched from Mynpooree, Your husband knew
¢ that T wos moet auxions to communicato wille the
¢ Commander-in-Chial, and voluntecred to ritle acvoss,
“and as Mr, Cox said that he had most posilive
¢ information that the Commandor-in-Chief was ab
¢ Goorsaheigunge, I consented. Ho slarted at day-
¢ break, taking a strong party of his own regiment,

¢ Al sunset one of his men relurned, suying that
¢ he and Macdowell had left a parly at Chiblernmow,
“and ridden fovward; that the parly had subse-
¢ quently been surprised by the enemy, and eut up,

¢ At firsl this seemed most alarming, yet L had the
¢ greatest faith in his consummale prudence and
“gkill. I knew Muedowell was with him, and 1
“gaid Lo myself, “TI those two are not shavp enough
1o dodge the black fellows, why the d—— is in i1,
¢ Bub still I could not help feeling most uneasy, and
¢ gaying, “ Ol | dear, what should I say {o his poor
“wife.” I did not sleep one wink all night, In the
¢ morning a sowar golloped in with o note from him.
¢ Oh | what a relief to my mind,

¢ The day before yesterday wo rode over together to
¢ the Commander-in-Chiel’s camp at Goorsehaigunge,
¢ and found ho had moved on four miles beyond the
¢ Kalee Nuddu. We followed, and came in for the
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¢ tail ofa fight, as there wero still some dropping shots,
¢I was received with great cordiality Ly the Com-
¢ mander-in-Chief, and warmly congratulated on our
¢ snceesses. .

¢ Your gallant husband has now left me, and I find it
¢ most painful to part, for he is a warm friend and
* true soldier ; always ready with his pen, his sword,
¢ or his counsel at my slightest wish ; indeed, he often’
¢ auticipated my wishes, as il' he eould divine what I
“wunted. I missed his cheerful manly face at my
“ broaklhst this morning, and am not in a good
¢ humour at all to-day.

On the 6th Colonel Seaton’s columm, with
their convoy, joined the Commander-in-Chief,
and were merged in his forces. Head-quarters
were cstablished at Futtehgurh, which had sur-
rendered without fighting.

On the night of the 26th January,* a force
under the command of Brigadier Adrian Hope

* My, Charles Raikes, in his interesting Notes on fhe
Revolt, p. 109, says :— At night I warned Mr. Power for
¢ duty, to go out with the Brigade. Ifound it difficnlt to
¢ gonvinee him that 2000 men quistly slumbering avound,
¢ would in the course of half-an-hour be under arms, and
¢ on tho mavch to attack the enemy. Bearce n ereature
fiu the emmyp, save Genernl Mansfield, Advian Ho
¢ Hodson, aud I, knew the plaus of the Commander-in-
¢ Chiof. The men had gone to bed as usual, when quietly
¢ orders were issued, and by half-past ten, Hops, with his
¢ Brignde, was on his mawveh’! He then gives several
amusing native acconnts of the action at Shumshabad,
and afterwards adds—* Rode to ses Hodson ; he is much
¢t gut np about Macdowell's loss, bub treats his own
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gard Highlanders, were sent out from Futteh-
gurh to attack a large body of rebels assembled
at Shumshabad, about twelve miles from the
city, where they arrived the next morning.
The expedition was completely successful in its
objects, but it was an ill-starred day for
‘ Hodson's Horse." They distinguished them-
selves highly as usual, but earned their distine-
tion dearly by the loss they in officers sustained,
killed or wounded, as the following letter will
show :—
Caume, Furresauns, Jan. 3raf, 1858,
( Writton with laft hand.)

My usual fortune deserted me on the 27th, atb
Shumshabad, for I got two sabre-cuts on my right
arm, which have reduced me to this very sinister
style of writing (absit omen). We had a very stiff
fight of it, as we were far in advance of the rest of
the troops, and had to chavge a very superior body of
the mutineer cavalry; but theve was nothing for it
but fighting, as, had we not attacked them, they
would have got in amongst our guns. We waore
only three officers, and about 180 horsemen—my
poor friend and second in command,* Maedowell,

* wonnds very lightly., Being in his sword arm, we ghall
¢ Jose his invaluable serviees for a time.’

#* CUharles Theophilus Metealfe, 2nd son of the late
James Macdowell, Esq., of Bangnl Medical Servieo, born
a2gth October, 182g, appointed to Honourable East India
Company's Bervice, 1846. Berved in Punjab campaign
of 1848-9, including passage of Chenab at Ramnuggur,
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having received a mortal wound a few minutes before
we charged, It was a terrible mélde for some time,
and we were most wonderfully preserved. However,
we gave them a very proper thrashing, and killed
their leaders. Two oul of the three of us were
wounded, and five of my men killed and eleven
wounded, besides eleven horses, My horse had three
sabre-cuts, and I got two, which I consider a rather
unfair share. The Commander-in-Chicf is very well
satisfied, 1 hear, with the day’s worl, and is profusely
eivil and kind to me, The force moves on to-morrow
towards Cawnpore and Lucknow, which has at last {0
bo eonguered ; for neither Outram, Ilavelock, nor the
Commander-in-Chiel' was able to ellect a footing in
Lucknow. All they conld do was to Lring away the
Residency garrison. All the lion’s share of the work
in the six weeks which intervened belween {he soi-
disant velief of the Lucknow garrison by Ilavelock,
and the real one by the Commander-in-Chief, was
done by our friend Colonel Napier, He is the best
man we have left, now that poor Sir Henry Lawrence
and Nicholson are gone. The nextis Major Tombs,
or I am much mistaken. . . . , I hope to return to
Umbila when this war is over, to be refitted and get

and battles of Chillianwallah and Gonjeral, in which ha
carried the colours of his regiment, 2nd Bengal European
Fusiliers (medal and clasp). Served in Buemah, marched
with his regiment to Delhi, and served with it in various
engagements, till in August he was appointed second in
command of Hoedson's Horse.

‘This excellent officer, who was Captain Hodson's
*gecond in command, and right-band man, sk under
* his wound, to the sorrow of all who knew his rare
¢ value as a soldier.'—Raikes' Notss,
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my men trained and drilled, which is very necessary.
1 do hope to be able to get home and see your dear
faces once more, as soon as our great task is accom-
plished, I want a change after twelve years of
work, and I want to try what home and good treat-
ment will do for my ankle, which is very bad; in
faet, T am unable to walle o hundred yards without
pain. Well, I think I have done pretty well with
my lelt hand. They say I shall be well in six weeks,
d say in ten days; I trust so.%

A fuller account was given a fortnight
later :—

Caue, orposiTE UAWNPORE, Feb, 126l

Until to-day I have been unable to use my arm
sufficiently even for this attempt at ealligraphy, and
I can only write with dificulty now. I received two
sabre-enis on the ayth, in a hand-to-hand Dbusiness
we got into near Shumshabad. I was on a-head with
a few men, showing Remington (Ilorse Artillery) the
road over a nullah for his guns, and pushed on in sup-
port of him to within 500 yards of a very strong
position, occupied by aboul 5000 fanaties from Bareilly,

& Letter from an Qfftcor,  Futtehgurh, Jan, goth :—
‘Did I tell you that the Corporal of the Lancers tied up
¢ the artery, snd dressed his (Hodson's) wound 1

¢ Just before the Commander-in-Chief marched, a depu-
‘ tation of the men of the Carabineers, headed by their
¢ Serjeant-Major, went to Hodson to express their regrot
! at his wo and lope he would soon be in the field
‘o lead them agein, He thinks more of this than any
“of the Commander-in-Chief's notice, though he pets him

' greatly.’
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As soon as the guns opened on the enemy, a large
body of cavalty (men of our old Hindoostanee Irregu-
lars) came down boldly at the guns, and I was obliged
to charge them at once, to save the guns. They were
very superior in number, sud individually so as horse-
men and swordsmen, but we managed to < whop * them
all the same, and drive them clean ofl' the field ; not,
however, until they had made two very pretty dashes
at vs, which cost us some frouble and very hard
fighting. It was the hardest thing of the kind in
which Tever was engaged, in point of regular ‘in
fighting, as they say in the P.R.: only Bell’s Life
could describe it properly.* I got a cut, which laid my

* Extroct from Despatch from Captain Cox, Com~
manding Cavalry, to Brigadier A. Hope, &e. :—

¢ Bir,—TI have the honour to submit to you the parh
¢ talcen by the cavalry under my command, consisting of
196 men of the gth Lancers under Coptain Steele and
* 230 mon of Hodson's Hovse, in the operations at Shum-
! ghabad,

¢ The enemy's position having been ascertained, Uaptain
¢ Remington's troop of Morse Axtillery was ordered by
¢ you to cross the Lridge over the nullah and attack their
fright flank. Captain Hodson’s regiment was sent in
¢ support ; this point, however, was not geined withoutloss

¢ —Lientenant Macdowell wos struck down by o round
¢ ghot and mortally wounded, and one man and horse
¢ of tho gth Lancers killed.

¢ In Lienienant Maedowell the serviee has lost a gallant
¢ and valuable officer,

‘On reaching the right flank of the cnemy, their
¢ cavalry wu observed in considerable foree to our fromt
"and left, tain Hodson immediately advanced his

iment, am:{. attacking them with his accustomed
try. completely vouted them, many of their dead
‘beu.ng on the field. I regret to state that both
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thumb open, from a fellow after my sword was through
him, and about half an hour later this cansed me
to get a second severe cut, which divided the muscles
of the right arm and put me kors de comdat ; for my
grip on the sword-handle was weakened and a demon
on foot succeeded in striking down my guard, or
rather his talwar glanced ofl' my guard on to my arm.
My lorse also got three cuts. I have got well most
rapidly, despite an attack of erysipelas, which locked
very nasty for three days, and some slight fever ; aud
I have every renson to be thankful. T hope to bein
‘atthe death’ yet. 'We move on towards Lucknow
to-morrow. I hope to be able to ride in a couple
of days.

I promised the King his life, simply becaunse there
was no other way of catching him open fo me.

¢ Captain Hodson and Licutenant Gough of his rogiment
¢ were wounded.
¢ The precision of tho avtillery fire having parbinlly
¢ dislodged the vebels from their ontrenched position, the
¢ gth Lancers wers ovrdeved to advance bo the support of
¢ Hodson's Hlorse, who were alroady engaged wilh parties
fof theiv brokon infanfry, one squadron being left in
‘ rescrve, 08 o detached portion of the emomy's cavalry
¢ gtill threatened the guns, :
¢ The attack to the front now became genernl, and was
f emtively successful, though not wnattendod with loss,
¢ Captain Hodson, who lad persevered, in spite of lLis
¢ wound, was agnin wounded, and this time soverely, and
¢ compelled to vesign command to Licutenant Wisc, who
¢ ably led the regiment for the remainder of the duy.
f Captain Bteel, commanding the detachment of the
* gth Lancers, whilst gallantly charging at the head of liis
 men, was severely wounded ; Lientonant Wills, of the
. ' same corps, elightly.’
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Wilson refused to send troops in pursuit of him, and
the old rascal had got a long way on with the rebels,
It was only by guarantecing his life that I could
bring him back from the Kootub to Humayocon’s
Tomb, and then went ont and brought him in. As
eveuts proved, il was right. Had he got away éien,
the whole ecountry would have flockeed to his standard,
and we should have very probably been surrounded
in Delhi, or ot least the pacifieation of tho country
would bave been put ofl' indefinitely, It is easy to
ery out after the eveut; at the timo they were childishly
overjoyed ab gelling him on any terms ; and without
vanity I helieve I was the only man in camp who
would have tried it on under tho then circumstances,
The old rascal will not trouble us long.

To Kis Sister.

(laare oN TIE LEFT BANE OF THE (1ANGES,
oprosITE CAwsroRrg, Feb. 12ih

To-day, lor the first time, I am able to use my right
hand again, shakingly you will see; but considering
that only seventeen days have elapsed since I was
wounded, 1 have every reason to be thankful for so
speedy o recovery. A pen is about the biggest thing
I can wicld, and I am not yet allowed to ride, but
in other respects I am as well as if my thumb had
not been nearly bifurcated, and my arm bisected,
little more than a fortnight ago. I should have been
more nearly well even, had it not been for an insidions
attacle of erysipelas which seized on the maimed limb
and nearly finished it off altogether, However,
that evil even, added to a slight bout of fover, pro-
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videntinlly did me no forther harm than delaying the
_cure; and I trust, if all goes on well, to be able to
take the field again within the weck. We are
gradually collecting for the last grand finale (I
sincerely hope) of this terrible tragedy, the conguest of
Lucknow, 8ir Colin is to follow us in a day or
two, and then the curtain will rise. I have no
patience with your penny-a-liners ab home and the
mistakes (or lies) they palm o' on that dear British
publie. I seo they say Sir Colin had 13,000 or 22,000
men with him when he ‘relieved’ Lucknow before,
4.6, when be succeeded in bringing awny the garrison
which poor Havelock was supposed to have saved,
In fact, he had only 4000 men! and we shall not
siow, after all this time, have more than 13,000 men
of all arms, European and native; and we have to
drive 50,000 of our own Sepoys, plus 100,000 armed
men, from the provinces, from the largest and one
of thestrongest cities in Upper India.

Mr. Russcll reached Cawnpore yesterduy. Wa
ghall see if he gets to the truth now. Ie will seo
some hard knocks I faney. I hope my left-handed
note from Iuttehgurh would reach you hefore any
other tidings that I was hurt, and that you would
thus have been spared anxicty on my account. I was
fortunately able to send dearest Susio timely notice
by telegraph, and thus to save her much terror, and
I have managed a sinister serawl every day ; added
to whieh, my friends have been most kind in writing
to her. I have every hope now of being with you
all by this time next year at latest,. We are to have
the Delhi prize-money in spite of Lord Canning’s
efforts to prevent it, and my share will pay my
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passage home and back again, I think, How I
ghall enjoy a visit to all you dear omnes after this
long banishment |

Notwithstanding his wounds, Captain Hod-
son was able to accompany the Commander-
in-Chicf’s lorece when it marched from Futteh-
gurh to Cawnpore, Colonel Burn kindly driving
him in his dog-cart. On his arrival at
Cawnpore, he was sent, by the kind conside-
ration of Sir Colin, to a camp on the opposite
gide of the river, to secure a better air. In
the course of a few days he went on with a
detachment of his horse to Oonao, one march
farther on the road to Lucknow.

Nothing could exceed Sir Colin’s kind
attentions. In one of his visits to him in
camp at Oonao he drank his health as Colonel
Hodson; on which my brother remarked, how
little he cxpected such promotion as that, for
though Lord Dalhousie had promised him his
majority for the Punjaub campaign of 1848-9,
yet that, as it had never been put on record
officially, ho had no hope of getting more than
that for Delhi. To this Sir Colin replied :
“ If it was promised, that is quite enough, 7
“ will see that it is all arranged; just make a
‘ memorandum of your services during the
¢ Punjab war, and I venture to prophesy that
¢ it will not be long before I shake hands with
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videntially did me no further harm than delaying the
cure; and I trust, il’ all goes on well, to be able to
take the field again within the week. We are
gradually collecting for the last grand finale (I
sincerely hope) of this terrible tragedy, the conquest of
Lucknow, 8ir Colin is to follow us in a day or
two, and then the curtain will rise. I have no
patience with your penny-a-liners at home and tho
mistalkes (or lics) they palm oll' on that dear British
publie. I see thoy say Sir Colin had 13,000 or 22,000
mon with him when he “relieved’ Lmeknow belore,
4.6, when he succeeded in bringing away the garrison
which poor Havelock was supposed to have saved.
In fact, he had only 4000 men! and wa shall not
stow, after all this time, have more than 13,000 men
of all arms, Buropean and native; and we have to
drive 50,000 of our own Sepoys, plus 100,000 armed
men, from the provinees, [rom the largest and one
of thestrongest cities in Upper India.

My, Russell reached Cawnpore yesterday. We
shall see if' he gets €o the truth now. Ile will sce
some hard koocks I fancy, I hope my loft-handed
note from TFutfehgurh would reach you before any
other tidings that I was hurt, and that you would
thus have been spared anxiety on my nccount, I was
fortunately able o send dearest Susio timely notice
by telegraph, and thus to save her much terror, and
I have managed o sinister serawl every day ; added
to which, my friends have been most kind in writing
to her. I have every hope now of being with you
all by this time next year at latest. We are to have
the Delhi prize-money in spite of Lord Canning’s
efforts to prevent it, and my share will pay my
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passage home and Dback again, I think. How I
shall enjoy a visit to all yon dear -ones after this
long banishment |

Notwithstanding his wounds, Captain Hod-
gon was able to accompany the Commander-
in-Chief’s force when it marched from Futteh-
gurh to Cawnpore, Colonel Burn kindly driving
him in his dog-cart. On his arrival at
Cawnpore, he was sent, by the kind conside-
ration of Sir Colin, to a camp on the opposite
side of the river, to secure a better air. In
the course of a few days he went on with a
detachment of his horse to Oonao, one march
farther on the road to Lucknow.

Nothing could exceed Sir Colin’s ind
attentions. In ome of his visits to him in
camp at Oonao he drank his health as Colonel
Hodson; on which my brother remarked, how
little he expected such promotion as that, for
though Lord Dalhousie had promised him his
majority for the Punjaub campaign of 1848-9,
yet that, as it had never been put on record
officially, he had no hope of getting more than
that for Delhi. To this 8ir Colin replied :
¢ If it was promised, that is quite enough. [
‘ will see that it is all arranged ; just make a
* memorandum of your services during the
¢ Punjab war, and I venture to prophesy that
¢ it will not be long before I shake hands with
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* you as Lieutenant-Colonel Hodson, C.B., with
¢ a Victoria Cross to hoot.) At this time the
Gazetle with the honours for Delhi lnul not

‘reached Cawnpore.
In a letter at this time my brother gives

the following aneedote :—

A soldier wrote up on the walls of the Delhi palace
(alluding to Lord Canning’s foolish order about six
months’ donation of batta, which is but thirty-six
rupees and some odd pence for each man) :—

¢ For the salvation of India tho British soldior gots
¢ thirty-six rupees ton annas, or one rupce one anna
¢ per battle;’ adding :—

When danger's rife and wars are nigh,
¢ God and the-soldier's all the ery:

¢ When wars are o'or and matters righted,
f God is forgotten and the aoldicr slighted,

" Would you eredit it? The Calenttn wiseneres sond
up orders Lo institute a striet inguiry who wrote this
jen d’esprit, What nuts for the raseal who did it to
see how deep his hit had rankled |

Colonel Napier passed through our camp this
morning without my knowing it, or his knowing I
was here. I hope, however, to see him in a day or
two. He is fo superintend all the engineering works
before Lucknow as Brigadier and Chief Engincer,

Before the end of the month Hodson’s
Horse had again an opportunity of distin-
guishing themselves, having been meanwhile
advanced nearer to Lucknow. The rebels had
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made an attack in considerable force on the
fort of Jellalabad, about a mile to the right of
the camp ab the Alumbagh ; but after suffering
severely from the fire of the Horse Artillery,
they were charged in admirable style by
Hodson’s Horse and the military train, who
drove them Dback with very great loss, and
captured four guns, )

On this oceasion my brother saved the life
of his Adjutant, Lieutenant Gtough, by cutting
down a rebel trooper in the very act of spearing
him,



CONCLUDING CHAPTER.

LUOKNOW,—TIIR BEAUM'S P.!.MGBF-HANHH’ IoUsE, —
TIE SOLDIER'S DEATIL

HAVE no intention of attempting any
detailed account of the siege operations
before Lucknow. They commenced with the
throwing two bridges across the river (on the
sth), and sending a force under Cencral
QOutram to the other side. On the gth the
" Martinitre was stormed : on the following day
the enemy’s first line of works on the canal was
abandoned : our batteries were then advanced
across the canal, and Banks’ House,immediately
opposite to the Begum's Palace (or Kotee), and
within musket range, was occupied.

On the afternoon of the 1xth Major Hod-
son received orders to move his regiment
nearer to the city walls. Having given divee-
tions to his Adjutant, Licutenant Gough, he
said he would ride on and look out a nice spot
for their new camping ground, and be back
in fime to march with them. On his way he
heard firing, and riding forward, found that the
Begum’s Palace was to Dbe attacked. He
immediately rode to the place, and finding his
friend Brigadier Napier directing the attack,
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said laughingly, ‘I am come to take care of
* you; you have no business to go to work with-
¢ out me to look after you.” The assault was
guccessful.* He entered the breach with
Gieneral Napier and several others. In a few
minutes they were separated in the miée, and
General Napicr saw nothing more of him till
he was sent for to him ‘dangerously wounded.’
The Surgeon ol his regiment gives the follow-
ing account :—

¢ We struck our tents and were saddled, waiting for
¢ him till it beeane do dark that we were lorced to go
¢ without him, and reached our ground aftor sunset.
*“ 1 had gone to the post-office and was five minutes
¢ behind the regiment. When I came up, I found that
¢ Hodson's orderly had come in great haste, saying that
¢ his master had sent for me, but with no other
¢ message. He said that his master had been hit
¢ when advancing with the troops on the Begum’s

¢ Kotee on foot.

¢ T mounted and vode off with him at ones. TFrom
¢ the darkness of the night and the dificulty of passing
* the Ghoorlen sentries, I did not get to Delkooshah
¢ till g par. There no one knew where he was, T then

* At the Bogam's Palace the defences were found,
after tho capture of the place, so much stronger than
conld Lo olserved or hnd been believed, ihat the General
snid that, bnd ho known what lay before the assanlting
eolumu, lie should Dbave hesitated fo give the order fur
ndvauce. They weot ot it, however, with a rush—the
93rd Highlanders and 4th Punjab Rifles, old comrades ot
the Hecundrabagh—and carvied it

BE
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¢ went on to the artillery mess and learnt shat he was
‘ in Banks’ House, which I reached about 10 27, 1
¢ found him in a dooly and Dr. Sutherland with him,
¢ whom I at once relieved, and learnt the following par-
¢ tieulars from him and frem the orderly who remained
¢ with Hodson, and who had been hy his side when
“ hit, Ile had arrived at Banks’ Ilouse just as {ho
¢ purly going to attack ihe Begun’s Puluce were
¢ gtarting, and fell in with them. The place had heen
‘ taken bofore he was wounded. When the soldiers
¢ wero seavching' for comconled Sepoys in the courl-
¢ yard and Luildings adjoining, he said to his orderly,
¢« T wonder il any of the rascals arc in there” Il
¢ turned the angle of the passage; looked into o durk
¢ room, which was full of Sepoys; a shot was fired
“from inside. He stagpered back some paces and
‘then fell. A party of Ilighlanders, hearing whe
* had been hit, rushed into the room and bayoneled
“ gvery man there.

¢ The orderly, a large powerful Sikh, carried him in
¢ his avms out of danger, and got a deoly and brought
* lim boek 1o Banks' House, where his wound wos
* looked {o and dressed.

¢ Howas shot through the vight side of the chest, in
* the region of the liver, the ball entering in front and
“ going out behind. There had been profuse bleeding,
¢ and I saw that the wound was most likely mortal,

“ He was very glad to see me, and began ialking
¢ of his wound, which he thought himsell was mortal,
I lay beside him on the ground all night, holding
¢ his hand, on account of the great pain he sulfored.
“‘He was very weak when I arrived, but by means of
¢ stimulants rallied wonderfully, and slept for an hour
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“or two during the night. At daylight he was much
* better, his hands were warm and his pulse good, and
¢ I'had hopes that, if the bleeding, which had censed, did
* not return, he might recover. He drank two cups of
“ tea, and said he lelt very well, Ilis account of his
¢ being wounded agreed with the orderly’s,

¢ Aboul g a.r, 1 had the dooly lifted into a roomm,
“which I had had eleared out, where he was much
“quicter. Al 1o .., however, bleeding came on
“ again profusely, and he rapidly became worse, I told
“him that recovery was impossible, He then sent
¢ for General Napier, to whom he gave directions
“ ahout bis property and messages to his wife, After
“ihis he rapidly sank, though he remained sensible
¢ and was able to speak #ill o quarter past one, when
¢ he beeame too weak ; and at twenty-five minutes past
fone died,

‘ Iis orderly* actually aried over him, he was so
* attached to him,

‘He was buried {hat evening by the Rev. W.
* Clarke. The Commander-in-Chief and his stafl’
¢ were present,’

General Nupier says, in a letber to Mus,
Hodson :—

“I regret billerly now, that I did not insist on
* your dear husband going back, but you know how
“ impossible it was to check his dauntless spirit,

+ + «+ “Ho lay on his bed of mortal agony and

* This orderly aflerwards travelled to Simla at his own
expense to see Mrs. Ilodson, and beg to be taken into
her service and go to England with her. The men of his
regiment eried like children when they heard the news of
hie death,

BE 2
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* met death with the same calm composure which so
¢ much distingnished him on the field of battle. He
¢ was quite conscious and penceful, occasionally ulter-
“ing a sentence—

¢ # My poor wife,” * My poor sisters.”

¢ «1 ghould have liked to sco the end of the cam-
‘ paign and gone home to the dear ones onec more,

¢ but it was o ordered.”
¢ #Ttis hard to leave the world just now, when

¢ guccess is go near, but God's will be done.”

¢ « Bear witness for me that I have tried 1o domy
‘duty to man., May God forgive my sing for
* Christ’s sake.” “I go to my Father,”

¢ % My love to my wife 7 tell her my last {houghts
¢ were of her”” ¢ Lord, reccive my soul.”

“ These were his last words, and without o sigh or
* slruggle his pure and woble spiril took ils llight’

Thus, on the 12th of March, 1858, in his
thirty-seventh year, closed the earthly earcer of
one of the best and Lravest of Iingland’s sons,
one of her truest heroes, of whom it may be
said—* Quanguam medio in spatio integre
“ wiatis creptus, quantum ad gloriam longissi-
‘ mum @evom peregit.’

Great and irreparable as was his loss to
his family and his friends, as a husband, a
brother, and a [viend, I believe that, at the
particular juncture at which he was taken
away, it was still greater, as a soldier, to his
country. It would be difficult to over-esti-
mate the value of the services which he might
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have rendered, if spared, in the pacifying of
Oude after the captute of Lucknow, or the
influence which he might have had on the
fortunes of the war.  One of those best qualified
. to judge declared that < Flodson with his regi-
ment would have been worth 10,000 men.” His
peculinr (ualifications for Asiatic warlare would
have found an appropriate field for their display.

Lt is unnecessary, however, for me to attempt
to pronounce his culogium. This has been
done by those more capable of forming an
estimate of his rarve cxcellence as a soldier,
and of deing it justice by their words.

Sir Colin Campbell, in a letter of condolence
to lis widow, thus cxpressed himself :—

Marel 136h, 1858.

¢I followed your noble husband to the grave
“myself, in order to mark, in the mest public
¢ manner, my regrel and esteem for the most brilliant
¢ goldier under my cpmmand, and one whom I was
¢ proud to call my friend.

An officer who was present at the funeral says:

¢ When the part of the service came where the
¢ body is lowered into the grave, all the old warrior’s
¢ courage and sell-possession could no longer control
¢ the tears—undeniable evidence of what he felt. “I
¢ have lost one of the finest officers in the army,” was
¢ his remark to General Napier.”

Tven Sir John Lawrence, no friendly judge,
pronounced him in an official paper to be—.
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‘One of the ablest, mvst active, and bravest
“ goldiers who bave fallen in the preseut war.

I shall best give an idea of the universal
feeling of regret awakened at the tidings of his
death by subjoining a fow extracts from the
public press at home and abroad, and [(rom
private letters. The Bombay correspondent of
the Times, after detailing the assault on the
Begum's Palace, wrote thus :—

¢ Al this point fell mortally wounded IIodson
“of the 18t Bengal Fusilicrs, Hodson of Ilodson’s
‘ Horse, Hodson the eaplor of the King of Delhi
¢and the prinecs of his house. Tew of the
 many losses that have occurred during the operas-
" tions consequent uwpon the mulinies, have eansed
¢ snch universal regret throughout India as the death
fof this excellent ollicer; and among those in
 Ingland who have read of and admirved his exploits,
* not only his comrades of the Sikh Lottlefields, bat
‘many an old [riend at Rugby or at Trinity will
* mourn that his carcer has been thue enrly closed.’

The Z¥mes, in a leading article, thus
announced his death .—

* The country will receive with lively regret the
“news that the pgallant Major ITodson, who has
‘piven his name to an invincible aud almost
" ubiquitons body of cavalry, was killed in the attack
“on Lmcknow, Major Hodson has been from the
¢ very beginning of this war fighting everywhere and
‘ against any odds with all the spirit of a Paladin of
“old. His most remarkable exploil, the capturc of
¢ the King of Delhi and his two sons, astonished the
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¢ world by its cournge and coolness. Tlodson was,
¢indeed, a man who, from his romantic daring and his
¢ knowledge of the Asiatic charaeter, was able to beat
¢ the natives at their own weapons, We could better
¢ have spared an older and more highly placed officer.’

The following notice appeared in a Bombay
paper :—

¢ Trom a Tweknow Jetter which we publish to-day
¢ our readers will learn, with sorrow and regret, that
¢ that most able and gallant officer, Captain Hodson,
¢ who has dislinguished himsell on so many oceasions
¢ gineco the breaking out of the rebellion, and whose
¢ yorvices have been of so brilliant and valuable a
¢ charaeler, has been killed at Luckuow,  As a leader
¢ of Irvegular 1Torse, or indeed as a soldier of any
“of the non-scientific forces, Captain Hodson was
¢ almost wilhout an equal. He was one of those
¢ gquadron leaders which the Indian army can alone
¢yonr up. There ave few men who would have
¢ managed Lhe capture of the ex-King of Delli as
¢ this departed hero did. On that occasion hie force
¢ was small coinpared to that he had to cope with;
¢ but the determined daring of the man made up for
¢ the disparily, and the old King came ont of his
¢ [ortification—Tlor & strong fortification it was—and
¢ gurrendered. 8o aleo with the capture of the
¢ King’s sons, who also surrendered themsclves, but
¢ whom Iodson flound resened when he reachod
¢ them, after having completed the disavming of their
¢ band, That wns a moment to test a man. But
¢ he of whom we write was equal to the emergency.
¢ The carts in which the princes were, were retaken
¢ jmmediately.  Still the aspect of the mmed
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¢ Mahomedan erowd around—growing every moment
¢ more numerous—was dark and threatening. Tt was
‘o situation which required prompt decision, and
¢ promptly did the British leader decide. He saw
¢ that it was necessary that lis prisonces should die,
¢ and resolved himself to become their exceutioner: n
¢ wise resolve, for probably, had he asled one of his
¢ own Mahomodun troopers to kill the sons of the
¢ Mogul, » refusal wonld have lollowed, and that
¢ refusal might have been acted up to by all. 1le
“adopted the wiser courso, harsngued his men,
¢ ordered Lhe prisoners to take ofl their robes in {the
¢ part, and shot them with his own hand. Ilad {he
¢ prisoners heen allowed to leave the eart, their hodies
¢ wouldehove been left Lehind; for to toueh them
¢ would, by the troopers, have been considered defile-
¢ ment, and, left behind, they might have been finali-
¢ cally pavaded through the countiry as an incitement
“to o fresh riging. DBoesides, it was nccessary that
¢ their remains should be exposed at the Kolwallic in
¢ Delhi with something of the indignity they them-
* selves had enused to be inflicted on the murdercd
¢ vietims of the 11th of May.

Another published a letter with this sen-
tence :—

¢ Hodson, splendid fellow, died the following day,
¢ most deeply regrettéd by all ranks in his regiment.
¢ He indeed was a brave soldier, a clever and truly
“ gsteemed commander. May we not say he was
¢ one of the flowers of the “ old Europeans,” and an
¢ prnament to the Bengal army ¥

The writer (in Blackwood’s Magazine) of a
series of papers on the 1st Fusiliers, says :—
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¢ Then fell one of the bravest in the Indian army,
¢ an oflicer whose name has Leen brought too often
¢ before the public by these in high command to need
¢ my hnmblo word in praise. There was not a man
¢ before Delhi who did not know Hodson; always
¢ pelive, always cheery, it did one’s heart good to look
fat lig favee, when all felb how critical was our
¢ position.  Ask any soldier who was the bravest man
* hefore Delhi, who most in the saddle, who foremost ?
¢ and vine oul of ten in the Infantry will tell you
¢ 1lodson, in the Artillery as many will name Tombs.

¢ T once heard one of the Fusilicrs say, “ Whenever
¢ Tsees Captain Hodson go out, I always prays for
¢ him, for he is sure to be in danger” Yeb it was
¢ not only in the field that Iodson was to be valued,
¢ his head was as active as his hand was strong, and
¢ T feel sure, when we who knew him heard ofhis death,
¢ not one but [elt that there was & vacancy indeed in
¢ our ranks.’

The Zimes correspondent (Mr, Tlussell), in
luis letter of March 13th, writes:—

¢ When I returned to head-quarters camp this
¢ gvening, I found that poor Hodson had died the
¢ previous duy, and been buried the same evening.

¢ Ile was n zealous and accomplished officer, of
¢ great bravery, ability, and determination, an excel-
¢ lent judge of the native chavacter, of a humane and
¢ glement disposition, but firm in the inflietion of
¢ deserved punishment.

¢ The last time I saw him alive he expressed a
¢ decided opinion that Government must resort to an
¢ ammesty, or be prepared for o long continuance of

¢ disturbances.’
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From the Delli Gazette :—

“1le was a perfect: gentleman, an accomplished
¢ scholar, and we need scarcely add (what our columns
¢ have so often recorded), one of the most brilliani
¢ soldiers in this or any other army. Ilis death is
“ not only a severe family afllietion, but 4 national
¢ calamity, and it will be long before the namoe of the
¢ capturer of the King and princes ol Delhi will
¢ conse to be mentioned with houour, and remembered
¢ with regrel.’

From private letters of condolence, which
would fill a volume, I sclect a few passages, in
which the writers seem to have seized wilh
great felicity upon some of the more remark-
able features in my brother's character and
aclions.

¢ It is hard to lose one upon whom all eyes were
‘ fixed, and whose noble qualities scemed so cerlain
¢ of recognition, and of speedy advancement to such
¢ employments as his fine nalural abililies well fitled
* him to discharge.

¢ The very presence of such a man in India was an
¢ element of power aparl from all official rank, and he
‘ could ill be sparcd [rom among the very few who
¢ have learnt fo impersonate in themselves the power
 of the English nation, and to lel the natives of
‘ India feel the irvesistible character of that power.
‘ You must have walched him so anxiously and so
¢ proudly that, thongh thousands of us have done the
¢ same, none can approach the measure of your sorrow
¢ or mourn as you that he can eanfer no more honour on
¢ your name, but that the opportunities of the future
¢ must be reaped by other and less capable hands,
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¢ I cannot feel easy without expressing to you the
¢ gveat griel and consternation with which T vead the
¢ neconnt of your brother’s death. Certainly it would
¢ have been little less than miraculous if, being what
¢ he was, he had lived ont this war, And yet I, for
¢ one, had always cherished a hope that I might have
goen onee more with my own eyes so noble and
¢ gallant a soldier,

¢ There is, alter all, something abont ekilful cou-
¢ page which draws the heart to itsell more than
* eloquencee, or lewming, or anything else, and your
¢ brother seems to have been endued with this almost
‘ more than any living Englishman, brave as our
¢ gountrymen are.’

¢ Closely have I watched, during these last fow sad
* months, the career of that Lrave brother of yours. I
¢ could estimate his bold and self-sacrificing courage,
f und knowing as I did the sort of people over whom
“he had acquired such perfect sway, I knew how
* much & clear and commanding intellect must have
¢ heen ealled into exercise, to aid -n strong and de-
 yoted heart. What vietims has Luelnow offered
¢ up to the fiendish treachery of those ungrateful men
¢ —Lawrence | Ilavelock | and Hodson |?

¢ My griel is not for him; he had done his worlk
“in that station of life in which God had placed
¢ him, nobly, heartily, and as in the sight of God
¢ (would that we all did our work in half such =
¢ Christian spirit); but for you all, who were locking
¢ forward to sceing him again, crowned with the
¢ houours he had so hardly won. Well, it has pleased
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¢ God that this was not to be; bub there is a good
‘ hope, more than a hope, that a reward of a higher
“ kind is his.’

From one who had known him in India:—

¢ From the love and esteem I bore your Lrother
¢ you will, I feel sure, allow mo fo write and express,
“ however imperfeetly words can do it, my deep
¢ and heartlelt sympathy with you and your sisters
“under this heavy blow. Our acquaintance was not
“of long standing, but had rapidly ripened into
¢ intimacy, and I look back to the duys spent in
* his society as amongst my happicst in India. Ilis
‘very presence was sunshine,

¢ Of my admiration for his talents, and the service
¢ he rendered his ecountry, it would be impertinent
“ to speak—they ave of public note; but of the
¢ tender sympathies, the ready advice, the forgetful-
“ ness of sell and the ever-mindfnlness ol others, T
¢ may testify, His was indeed a rare and beautiful
¢ phuracter, and the better he was known the more
¢ he could not fail to be apprecinted.’

I will add one more letter from General
Jolnstone, which will show that even to the
last my brother was pursued Dby the same
jealousy and malignity which had cansed him
so much suflering in former years:—

¢ He was too noble to pass through the waorld
¢ without detractors. The ambitious and brave envied
* him, because the brilliancy of lis acts pnt theirs
“in the shade; I mean, those not possessed of the
¢ disintercstedness of Christians,

 The mean and despicable hated him because they
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¢ quailed before the eagle eye that eould endure neither
¢ dishonesty nor cowardice, Their base slanders were
¢ in whispers during his life; now that his gallant spirit
¢ is gone they come forward in unblushing malignity.
¢ T heard the whirpers only : my indignation at learn-
¢ ing the bnseness with which this true hero has been
¢ {reated is Leyond all my powers of expression.’

Some of my readers may be interested in a
deseription of Major Hodson’s personal appear-
ance and manner, given in o letter describing
a visit which he paid the writer a few years
previously at Caleutta:—

¢ He was remarkably well made, lithe, and agile;
¢in height about five feet eleven inches. His hair
“had slightly receded from a high and most intel-
“lectual forchead, and was light and curly. His
¢ gyes were blue, but animated by a peculiarly deter-
¢ mnined, and sometimes even fierce look, which would
“ chunge to one of mischievous merriment, for Le
¢ was lceonly susceptible of the ridiculovs, in what-
¢ aver shape it presented itsell ; but wsnally his look
¢ impressed me at once with that idea of his deter-
¢ mination and firmness which have ever chnraclerized
¢ Liig netions, Ilis nose was inelining to the aquiline,
¢ and the enrved, Lthin nostrils added alook of defiance
¢in noways counieracted by the compressed lips,
¢ which seemed to denole many an inward struggle
¢ botween duty and inclination. These are my im-
¢ pressions of ITodson as I last saw him; and if you
¢ add to this an open, frank manner, that, lemgrd
¢ malgré, impressed you favourably at first sight with
¢ the owner, you will have the charming ensembls
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¢ that presides over my recollections of three as happy
¢ weeks as I ever passed.’

As a pendant to this portrait I give another
from a lady’s pen, drawn more recently :—

* There was an indeseribuble charm of munner
“abont him, combining all the gentle playfulness of
¢ the loy, the deep tenderness of ihe woman, and the
¢ vigorous decision of the soldier.

¢ His powers of atiraclion extended evenlo animnly;
“and it was touching to see his large white Porsian
¢ cat following him from room to room, eseaping [rom
fthe caresses of others to nestle by him, I hawve
¢ often watehied the pretty creature as he threw him-
¢ gelf, exhausted with the day’s work, on an easy
¢ghair or sofs, rubbing himsell agninet his master,
f whisking the long while tail against lhis fair
‘ mouslache, and courting the endearmonts liberally
¢ bestowed. Iestless with others, pussy was at vest
¢ if established by him,

¢ At Delhi there was a wild, shy liltle kitlen, which
‘fled from every one else, but mewed provekingly
f whenever he appeared—would jump on his knee
¢ with all the familiavity of an old [riend.

¢ With his horses he had the same powor of domes-
¢ tieation. They yielded to the sound of his woice
¢ with the instinel that scomed to convey to all thai
fin him they had [ound master and friend,

“Over the natives that influence seomed almost
¢ magic. When at Umbila, on ten days’ leave, in
¢ November last, the wounded and convalescont Guides
¢ (his old corps) were nll day straying into the com-
¢ pound simply to “salaam™ the “Sahib.” And if,
¢ when lingering on the steps, or in fronl of the
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¢ study door, they were questioned what they wanted,
“their answer would be, *Nothing ; they liked to
“look at the Sahib.” And so they hung about his
“steps; and watched like so many faithful dogs.
‘Especially there was an Affghan boy (he had onee
* Leen a slave), whose very soul seemed bound up in
¢ the mauster who had rescued him from his degraded
¢ position, and for whom every service seemed light,
“ [To would wnbeh bis master's movements with o
“look of very worship, as if the ground were not good
¢ enough for him 1o tread.

“ Iis joyousness of nalure made him the most
“charming companion, There was a certain quaint-
“ness of expression which gave zest to all he said ;
“and yet there was a reverenee, too, so that, were sub-
* jects graver than usual iniroduced even by allusion,
“ they ot once commanded his earnest response.’

It will doubtless excite surprise, perchance
indignaiion, that one whom the Commander-
in-Chiel  pronounced ‘the most brilliant
“ goldier under his command’—one whom all
ranks of the army in India reckoned amon
their Dbravest and most skilful leaders—one
whow the popular voice has alveady en-
rolled amongst the heroes of the nation—one
whose name was ‘known, either inlove or fear,
by every native from Caleutta to Cabul,'—
should have received, with the exception of a
brevet majority (to which he was entitled for
gervices in 1849), no mark of his Sovereign’s
approbation, no recognition of gallant services

o\
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and deeds of daring, one-tenth part of which
would have covered many of fortune’s favourites
with decorations.

That recognition, however, which was
officially withheld, has been given in a more
marked form by the spontancous expression
of the feelings of his brothers-in-arms, A com-
mittee, composed of oflicers of the highest
eminence, hias been formed at Caleutta for the
sake of recording, by some permanent memo-
rial, their admiration of his gallantry and skill,
and it has been determined that it should take
the form of a monument in Lichfield Cathedral.

Nor will his name be forgotten in India, even
by men in office. The regiment which he
raised still is ‘Hodson’s Iforse;’ and by an
order, published in the Gazelle of Angust 13th,
is constituted o brigade, consisting ol the 1st,
and, and grd Regiments of * Hodson’s Horse.’

I do not know that his warmest [riends could
desire any more distinguished testimony 1o his
sCrvices.
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