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Preface

The Zainu'l- Akhbar is one of the very few historical
works of the 5t century A. H. that have come down to
us. It is a general history of Persia from the oblisy dy-
nasty, and deals particularly with the governors and ru-
lers of Khurasan up to the time of Sultan Zainu‘l-Millah
‘Abdu’r-Rashid, of Ghazna [ 440— 444 A. H.}: but unfor-
tunately a large portion of this valuable work has been lost .

Only two manuscripts of the Zainu'l-Akhbar are
known fo exist, one in the library of Hing's College,
Cambridge [No. 213 ), and the other in the Bodleian library
Oxford [ Quseley. 240 ). Of these two, the King's College
manuscript is the oldest. The date of its transcription is
given thus in the colophon: “s— %= AT <= o 5. but the
dot of the word = is placed so near 47 that Professor
Barthold has misread it as 47" [1] In my opinion the number
At stands for '-A7, because the scribes of the 11 th century
A. H. when giving the date, usually omitted the figures
denoting the thousand. Moreover, on the first page. thg®
copyist himsell has writlen two quairains of his own :nm'f
sition, (2) and one of the poet W o5~ who died [cirta)
1066 A. H.. which shows that the copyist lived in or after
the time of Y. £~ that is, long after the year 930 A. H.
On the first page there is a note recording the purchase of
the manuscript on Thursday, 14 th Rabi'-1II, in the 27 th
].reur of the reign of Muhammad Shah, the mughol emperor

1 Bartheld, Turli.e:tun{G M. S.).H.n. 1,
2 The following are the quatrains :
ikl
e N ui-ldJ.}.Lp-._.l_.lJur_.-J
Jf:'L-,-.P.tr—l".}.i—r.-‘ T ,E.lb;u‘ ;7
i)
.1,,1;...1;441,2&-5.'1«14“{ e SRRy g s 4
[l] 2als ool dle gos =iy 213 paie diae ag= b Mk
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of India, [i. e. 1158 A. H. May 1745 A. D.). The manus-
cript is in good state of preservation, but fi. 187 a-202 a
have been much damaged by damp. This manuscript is
called Ms. A in the notes to the text.

The Bobleian manuscript was transcribed in Dhu'l-Hajja,
1196 [Nov. 1782 A. D.) probably for Tonathon Scoft, the
translator of the Bahar-i-Danish whose name is written
on the first page. It is highly probable that this manuscript
was copied from the king's college manuscript, as even iis
errors have been dosely followed. (1] The variations in
the texts of the two manuscripts are very insignificani and
almost negligible. The Bodleian copy however appears fo
have been made befor the King's College manuscripl was
damaged by damp. The Bodleian manuscript is called Ms.
B in the notes to the text.

The Zainu'l- Akhbar does not appear to have been a
well - known work. So far as [ have been able to ascertain.
“ it is not mentioned by any writer till the beginning of the
11 th century A. H. when the authors of the s~ == and
=3 @A utilized it in their account of the Ghaznawid sove-
reigns. In modern times Sir H. M. Elliot poinied out the
importance of the Zainu'l Akhbar as early as 1867, but he
was not aware of its existence. In 1868, Mr. Palmer called
attention to the King’s Collge manuscript in the ]. R. A. b
[pp. 105-31), and in 1889, Dr. Ethé gave a long descrip-
tion of the Bodleian manuscript in his Catalogue of the
Persian Manuscripts in that library, pp. 9-11. Major H. G.
Raverty used this work in the compilation of notes on his
translation of the s~¢ <4k, but he has made some slate-
ments on the alleged authority of the Zainu'l-Akhbar (2]
which are not supported by the extant manuscripts. This

1. A noteby Mr. A, R. Benten, Assti: Librarian, King's College.
daoted 5. 3. 1913 says that * after collating the King's College manus-
cript in March 1913, Dr. Ross (Calcut'a) and Professor Browne ( Cam
bridge ) state that without doubt it is the original manuscript and the
Bodleian. a copy.” Also of. Barthold, ib.

2. Tabaqat - i- Nasiri, Raverty’s transl.. pp. 900-6; and the Early
History of India by V. A, Smith, p. 384, note.
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however does not imply that Major Raverty had a different
and possibly a better manuscript of the Zainu'l - Akhbar as
he was very loose in his references to authorities. From
his posthumous papers which his widow has deposiled in
the Library of the India Office, it does not appear that he
ever possessed a manuscript of the Zainu'l - Akhbar. In
1898, Professor W. Barthold published scattered portions of
the Zainu'l-Akhbar from the Bodleian manuscript, in the first
volume of his * Turkestan " (pp. 1-18); and used in the
compilation of his article on the Saffarids, in Professor Nol-
deke's Fetschrift, (2nd March, 1906), vol. I, pp. 171-191,

and his numerous articles in the Encyclopaedia of Islam.

In the preparation of this edition, | have followed the
King's College manuscript. It begins abruptly without any
introduction, with an account of 2:s~* of the s'22s dynasty.
There are numerous lacunas, and it appears that some pages
had been transposed in the original from which this manus-
cript was copied. The chapters 1—6, which probably
related to the history of the Prophets and the Kings of Ancient
Persia. chapters 12th, 13th and some portions of chapters 10 th
and 27 th are wanting; while chapter 27 th comes between
chapters 9th and 10 th, and chapter 12 th breaks off in the
account of the Abbasid Caliph 2.+ «@'. and then follows a
brief account of the rulers of Khurasan from the time of o4
to ils conquest by the Arabs. The manuscript again breaks
off abruptly in the account of Sultan Maudud, [1] son of
Sultan Masud of Ghazna, and then follows an accouni of
b4 and »»<= anb other Greek philosophers which is
probably a fragment of the 27 th chapter. Apart from these
important defects, the manuscript is frequently confused and
unintelligible.

Nothing is known about the author of the Zainu'l
M{hhur except what is mentioned in the work itself, His
name was s 2pF o dedll 2 gdlice (2) da-yl. He was a

1. Elhﬁ Cu.tul of Pers Hu in Bodl. Library. p. 10 incorrecily
says Sultan ‘ Abdu'r Rashid.
2. Onl. 177 a, it is given as Jaayl

P =
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contemporary, and most probably an acquaintance or a.

pupil of the famous scholar ss= 41 2 4% S=s s from whom
he has cited a verbal communication about India onf.175b.
As the work is dedicated to Sultan ‘Abdu’r- Rashid, it may
be surmised that Gardizi was probably attached to the court
of Ghazna.

Gardizi does no! mention his authorities for the histo-
rical portion of his work, but Professor Barthold has been
able to find out thal one of his sources was &=l = s @b of
il st o ds pendlyl He says Gardizi's text is sometimes
very closz to Ibnu'l - Athir, and in certain passages presents
an almost literal translation of it, which can of course be

explained only by the fact that both authors made use of
one and the same source. This source was undoubtedly

Sallami’s work. Gardizi's dependence on Sallami is confirmed
by the fact that Gardizi's narratives of ‘Amr b. Laith [see
p. 16 ) are repeated word for word in the extracts from
Sallami inserted in Ibn Khallikan [ De Slane's transl. IV,
322,326 ) (1). Another probable source was s:s\=d! =4 of
Gaslidl gadl dlis o 0a# dlieyl o which contained numerous
references to the rulers of Khurasan (2). In his account of
Sultan Mahmud and his successors, Gardizi mainly depends
on personal knowledge (p. 61 ), and the reports of acquain-
tances who had served under the Sullan (pp. 77.90).

In the last portion of his work, which is not included
in the present edition, Gardizi has usually stated his sources.
He quotes from the works of do-Jl sl & 2% sl=us! (ff. 143 b,
175 b); Silall 5 dlos A of et arl o 3£ d1se 41 (f.197 a,
197/b, 199 b); Ul pds o op Gl jiof piddl o dlice 2.7 )
(fi. 177 b, 197 a); and on f. 198b, relates the story of a
snakecharmer of India from 2/ s ari.

1. Turkestan, {(G. M. 5.). p. 21.
2, Ibid. p. 16.

P
o
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The Zainu'l-Akhbar is a chronicle of dry facts. The
complete absence in it of criticism is astonishing spedally
in contrast with the contemporary wsse—s @t of Jies Jaillyl.
It is however an important work for the history of the 3rd
and the 4 th centuries and especially for the early part of
the 5t century A. H. Most of the material preserved in it. is
derived from works which have not come down to us, or from
he personal knowledge of the author. It is the only extant
thistory which gives a contemporary account of the later
halb of the reign of Sultan Mahmud, but unfortunately,
owing to his ideas of brevity (pp. 61-62), Gardizi scrupu -
lously avoids giving details of even the most important
exploits of the Sultan. He is however very carelul in giv-
ing dates to almost all the events he has recorded. With
the exception of a few brief references to Alptigin and Subuk-
tigin under the Samanids, he has altogether omitted the
predecessors of Sultan Mahmud.

It has not been possible to correct the text by collation
because the Bodleian manuscript is a copy of the King's
college manuscript. I have corrected minor errors of the
copyist without making any referenge to them. so as not to
encumber the book with unnecessary and confusing foot-
notes; but in doubtful or important instances, I have given
the readings of the manuscripts along with my emendations,
and occasionally the readings of other works dealing with

the same period. Additions to the text to give meanings to
incomplete or confused sentences have been enclosed in

square brackets. To increase its usefulness, I have given
historical references, though owing to lack of space, they
are not as many as could be desired,

In conclusion. I thank the Trustees of the E. G. Browne
Memorial Fund for their generous help which enabled me
to send this edition to the press. I hope it will be possible
in the near future to publish the remaining portion of the
Zainu’l - Akhbar which deals with topics of greal inleresi
to Oriental scholars. I also take this opportunity of thanking



Berlin, 14 th Agust, 1928,
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