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PUBLISHERS® NOTE

Eamrupar Buranji is one of the earliest publica.
tions of this Department and 1 book of invaluable
editorial work done by Dr. Bhuyan. The compila-
tion is based on original manuscripts which are by
themselves: chronicles of t historical value. It is
to be admitted that but for his pioneering work in the
line of historical research, the Buranjis would not
have seen the light of day.

The Department, thanks to Government's
sanction and good response of the Assam Government
Press, Shillong, is really glad for being able to bring
out the second edition of the book for which the readin
public, scholars and students of historical literature
Assam had been anxiously waiting. The publication
has been in great demand because of its intninsic worth
and also because it was made a text-book for the B.A.
Examination in Assamese. Incorporation of new
Eﬂmtﬁm of interest has added to the importance of the

ok.

We may only expect that the reading public will
continue to take interest in the subject, and scholars
and students in general will find in the book enough
materials to work upon with regard to original research
i Assamese language, literature and history.

P, C, Caounnury,
Gaithuti, Asam : Depury Becctor of the Depit, of Historical &
Tha 26eh Mur. 19508 Antiquarian Studies in Asam,






PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

'The present publication; siz., Kamrupar Buranji or a history of
; Kamarupa, has been compiled from several original sources with
a view. to bring under one cover all available materials relating
ta the subject.—

The first chaptér containing a legendary account of the ancient
Hindu kingdom of Kamarupa has been taken from two old manu-
script chronicles in possession of the Kamarupa Anusandban
Samiti ; the first eight paragraphs have been taken from w
chronicle borrowed some years ago from the India Office Lilrary,
Londan, by Srijut Benudhar Sarma, and the second portion, from

phs 9 w 10, from another chronicle Y.
ﬂwn as Padshah-Buranji or a history of the Delhi Sultanate
The second and  the fifth chapters have also been taken from  the
satne Padihah-Rirangi,d b transcript of which was alin prepared
for the Sumiti by Mr. Sarmi

The remaining seven chapters, #iz, Chapters II-IV and
VI-X, representing the main bulk of the book have been taken
from an old manuseript chronicle in possession of the American
Baptist Mission at Gashati. This portion was also published in
1853 in  the Amnodoy, the organ of the Mission. The manus-
cript itsell was collected between 1840-50 by Rev. Nathan Brown
who was then i charge of the Mission at Sibsagar. There are
directions here and theve in the manuscript for preparving the
press-copy for publication in the jownal ;3 and the manuscript
aleo beurs traces of the handiwork of Rev. Nidhi Levi Farewell,
the first Assamese coovert to Chostianity and & distinguished
worker in the field of Asamese literature, The manuscript
i in an excellent state of preservation, and offers & unique and
flawless specimen of Assamese penmanship. The letters are
distinet from each other, and so are the words. The 1ermination
of sentences and chapters has been carefully indicated. Dates
have been mentioned in connection with almost ev
important event. Of all the historical manuscripts whﬂ
we have had an opportunity of examining the present one has
appeared to us to be the most perfect,

1 For & detailed dsscription and smalyss of the Padidhoh-Hurangi see 5. K
Bhuvan™ " New Lighis on Mogul India lrom  Assamese Sources'™, nlitished
in Lilamic-Cultuer, Hyderabae, Deccan, for July 199 to July 1000 and
SAmanese Himtorical  Literature'’, published m fadlen  Histerical Quarienly
fur Seplember

1929,
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This chronicle deals with the canflicts of the M with Cooch
Behar and Assam, commencing from tlie dismemberment of the
Cooch Behar kingdom after the death of Maharaja Naranarayan,
when the rival princes Parikshit and Lakshminarayan visited the
court of Emperor Jahangir in solicitation of the Emperor's inter-
wention In their clainw t the throne,  The Muhammadan wars of
Assam during the ﬁ:_ifuu of the Ahom Kings, Pratap Singha,
Jayndhwaj Singha, Chakradhwaj Singha and Gadadhar Singha
are then narated in full giving prominence w the campaigns of
Allah Yar Kha, Satrajis, Mirza Nathan, Mir Jumla, Ram Singla,
and Mansur Khan, The cheonicle ends with the aceession of
Gadadhar Singha in A.D. 1681 and the defeat of the Mogul army
under Nawsb Mamur Khan in the battle of Trakhuli in Apnal
1682, which suw the termination of the long hostilities between
the Is and the Assamese, though they were revived to an

e extent during the reign of Swirgadeo Rudra bmﬁhm
16396-17 14, who revented the humiltiting overtores of Murshid Kuli
' Governor of Bengdl. The incidents described in this
are interspersed in other buraijis of ‘4 more general
and mm‘{:mhmi\': character dealing with the full details of a
sovereign's reign.  In its avempt to give in a connected form
all the evenis relating to a very important chapter of Assam history,
mZ., its conflicts with the Moguls, our present chronicle Is yalsed
to the rank of a historical monograph of rare and unique importance
not only to the historians of Asain but to those of the greater
..T» .I r

The manuscripts of the ubove chronicle as we have received
from the Amecican Baplist Mission & in three parws, of which
orily the first ]F_lrt_ folios 1 to 55, has been reproduced heve:  The
sccond’ part, folios 57 w 68, contains copies of ecighteen lelters
which passed between the represemiatives of the Aliom and the
Mogul courts, These letters have alio been inserved in their
mm places in the bedy of the narrative in the first part.

Y _part contains three episodes from the history of India,
#iz., the rise of Timurlane from a poor shepherd bov in Central
Asia to the Emperorship of Delhi, raTmng'ir'a conguest of Secund-
derabad and Shah Juban's interview with Raja Prithivi Shah
of Cancour,  The: third part liss been omitted from the present
E:hﬁmtmn as it belongs more fittingly 1o the Padihak-Buiranji,

ving no direct bedring upon the history of Assam, '

The three appendices 1o the book have alio been compiled
from different original sources. dppendix A, which contains
miscellaneous information on the history and topography of
Kamarupa was compiled by the late Stijut Ssrunath Barus of
Chamata in the district of Kamnip, He wis & man who like

ta Sarma-Barun, the author of the Assam fe-
presented the older and the modern phases of our life and ¢

‘o

—= i..,
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He was wellwersed in the traditional lore of the ¢ountry, and
his manuscript reveals positive tracesof his acquaintance and
use of & comparatively large mass of historical compilations.  He
was desended from the Kayastha-Bhuyans  of Kamarupa and
he compiled 4 treatise on the Gomothas of Knmarupa bes

a hnnd.gak of the Kaithell svetem of srithmeticil caleulations.
Sarunath Barua died on December 27, 1924, arthe age of 70,
and the manuscript of his Kamrap-Porarritta or the antiguitics
of Kamarupa forming the contents of Appendix A, has been
received from his son Sriman Krishnansth Barux, & student of
the Cotton College, Gauhatii, The value of Sarunath Barua's
treatise consists in the concise and systematic survey of the Mogul
relations of Assam, in the carefully compiled list of the governors
ol Kamarupa from Sayiid Abu Baker in 1537 sake to the  Dilingia
Phukan in 1709 take, on the description of the shrines and rivers
of Kamrup and of the revenue administration of the district.

Appendix B enumerates the hillocks of Kamrup which have a
religious sanctity with some indication of the names of the gods

or goddesses to whom they are sacred, The list was compiled

from ancient seriptures in 1634 saka or 1712 A.D. under the arders
of King Rudra Singha, probahly at the time when he halted at
Rajaduwar in North Gauhati with' his colossal army  mobilised
for the invasion of Bengal, & scheme which fell throiigh on account
of the unexpected demise of that ambitious sovereign, The Hst
is appended to an old manuseript chronicle recovered by the late
Hemchandra Goswami from the family of Sikumar Mahanta of
North Gaunhati. [t was also published several years ago in the
fifth volume of the Uik edited by Rai Sahib Padmanath Gohdin-
Borocah, The information derived from the Yopini-Tantre, the
Kalika-Puran, and the tuﬁoq‘mphiml kntwledge of the tirl.'lt'fl'll\":‘
been placed under contribution in the i:m'nei'lmiun of the list onder
the supervision of the pions sovercign, sid its imporiance has been
adimitted in such remote and learned quarters as the Il[ﬂlmmll of
the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Treland. 3

Appendiz € gives a history of the legendary Hindu kings of
Kamarupa and contains a large mass of information on a number
of topics, the narrative coming down to the invasion of Assam
Mir Jumla. This desultory survey of Buchanan-Hamilton 1is
contained in & manuscript record in the India Office Library,

3 "My Irlenil. Profesor Blwvan,, . .- ..., has found [n ane of die Buranji's
of Assunese chronickes, 3 16t of 3l the mered places o8 meonded” in
¥ l'n:l-Tmu,l_wil}. their vernuculsr namies and the exart distances  from
oihier. The chapterwill, when puhlidied, be ol the nTRTERee
St the sy of the: wpography of the Kamakhya billa"™  ProfGi - Focei
In “AYVisit 1o an *Asgonomical’ Temple in . india” published in Jeurnal
of the Reyal Asiatic Swciely for April, 1929, P. 247, .
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London. It was published in Montgomery Mairtin's Eatern
India in 1638 in a somewlhnt mutilated forn, From the accounts
of the early period of Assam history compiled by William Robinsan
“in 1841 and Gunabhiram Borooah in 1875 it is evident than these
two authors were largely indebied 0 Buchanan-Hamilton's
fragmuentary but critical narrative.

Though the contents of our present publication, Kamripar-
Buranji, have been collated from different sources, they have a
nmogeneous unity of their swn,  They throw light on the histary
of that icular wract of land in Eastern India known by the
extremely clastic designation of Kamrup or Kamarupa, Once
it represented the vast area from Sadia to the Karatoya dwindling
down at present to a small district in the Assam Valley Division.
Our present  book, therefore, follows the history of the area
denoted by the term in different ages. Thus, the first chapter
relating to ancient Kamarupa covers 3 wider tract than the
remaiming chapters, Even during the wars with the Moguls
the main theatre of military operations was Western Asam or
Klmaru!:a except on oue occasion when Mir Jumla went up lo
the capial of Gargaon and occupied it for some months. The
outitanding events m the metropolis of the Ahom government
kave also been broadly indicated as far as they were connected
with the hostilities with the Moguls. While the subject of the
Muhammadan wars of Asssm have been fully given their due
share of prominence in the Perssian chronicles of the Mogul
€ourt our present chronicle has recorded for all ages the Asamese
version of the same events thus placing at the disposal of the cons-
tructive historian materials preserved by the two rival protagonists
of the conflicts.

Besides the wealth of historical materials with which our
chronicle is replete it has a pecullar charm of its own, It was
compiled beyond doubt during the latter part of the seventeenth
century during the continuance or immediately afier the cessation
of the hostilities with the Moguls, and as such it offers us a unique
example of the Assamese prose style of the perind.  Our ancient
chronicles were mostly shrouded n a veil of anonymity and our

resent chronicle shares the same fate. But one 1}:an is sure:
it must have been written by & man who was in direct touch with
the Assam-Mogul diplomatic relations either as & combatant or
%5 & messenger or as an official news-writer. His style has there.
fore been infected with a touch of cosmopolitanim due 1o the
surroundings in which he moved. While the structure of the
fentences is primarily Assamese the vocabulary is hybrid in
places. Here and there the author or authors have emulated
a conscious literary style by retaining words in their original
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Sanskrit forms rather than their Assamese variants and by usi
forms which were in vogue only in the poetic diction of the period.
The buranjis were generally written in the matier-of-fact colloquial
and racy Assamese prose ; and our present chronicle has the
additional charm of an artisic prose imbued with an archaic
literary grace and flavour.

The language of the diplomatic letters inserted in the chronicle
is a curious medley of Pession, Hindi and Assamese. Remem-
bering the processes of transcription which the letter had wm-
dergone hefore they reached their present stage in the manuscrip
we may say that the text has been well preserved.

Ity publishing this chronicle our object has been 1o place at
the disposal of the public a mass of original materials. A eritical
examination of the evidence will be a premature labour unless we
have access to all the available sources or data to go upon. The
preparation of a correct text, which the uninitiated reader will be

-able 1o follow with the aid of the marginalia, is our objective at

the present.

Reiders who desire to pursue further their swdy of the
Muhammadan wars of Assam before and during the days of the
Moguls will find ample enlightenment from the following Persian
chronicles :—Shah-nama, Tarikh-i-Ferishta, Tabagat-i-Nasuiri,
Ri}'az-ua-ﬁalaﬂu* Akbar-Namah, Ain-i-Akbari, Tuzuk-i-Jahan-
giri, Padishah-Namah, Fathiyah-i-Ibriyah or Tarikh-i-Ashan
or Tarikh-i-Mulk-i-Ashan, Alamgir-Namah, Ma'asir-i-Alamyiri,
Mumntakhab-ul-Lubab or Tarikh-i-Khafi-Khan, Hadigat-us-Safa,
Risalat-us-Shuhada, Maasir-ul-Umara and the recently discover-
ed Baharistan-i-Ghaibi by Mirza Nathan, By a closer exami-
nation of the Persian and Assumese sources it will be seen
there is more agreement than discrepancy in the two  corres-
ponding accounis,

I express my indebiedness to the Kamarupa Anusandhan
Samiti for their permision to Illmhiius.h portions from the Padvhah=-
Buranji 3 to Mr. Narendranath Ganguli, Manager, Bengal: Past
and Present, for kindly obiaining for me the permission of the
Caleutta Historical Socicty to aduce the picture of Nawab
Mir Jumla and for lending me the Society's half-tone block of
the same which was prepared from the original picture belouging
o the callection of the late Rao Bahadur D. B. Parasnix of Satara;
to Rev, A. J. Tuttle of the American Baptist Mission at Gauhati
for lending me the manuscript of the chronicle ;o Maulavi Abul

Fazl Sayiid Ahmed, M.A,, of the Department of Islamic Studies
in the Cotton College, Gauhati, and a Corresponding Member
of the Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies for
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his ungrudging asistance in the preparation of the texts of the
‘historical lﬂﬁm I shall fall in my duty if T do no record in his
conniection the gratitute of all stadents of Awsam history 1o His
Excellenicy Sir Laurie Luoas Huaommoond, ROSY G "B B
Governor of Asam, during whese adminisiration the Depart-
ment of Hisorical and Autiquarian Studies was established H
to Mr. J. R. Cutmingham, C.1E., whose initistive and instru-
mentality brought the Department into being and to AMr, A. H.
W. Bentinek, C.LE., Honorary Provineial Director of the Depart-
ment, whose interest and sympnthr have made the publication
k.

of Assamese historical classics possib
Corrox Covrree, S, K. Butvan,
Gauhati, Assam, Honovary  Assistant  Divector of
Oetober 1, 1930, Historiwal and  Antiguarian
Studres, Assam.



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

The first edition of Kamarapar-Buranji came out in October,
1930, and the second edition is now published after an interval
of twenty-eight | The book has been well' received : it
was perseribed for many years as a fext-book for the B.A. Exa-
mimation in Assamese ;' and its materials have been used by
scholars in the compilaton of their dissertations and articles.
The demand for the book is still imaim:nt : and it has rather
increased in recent years owing to the stimulation of interest in the
past history of Assam. The i;kpl.rmir.m of Historical and Anti-
quarian in Assam has, therefore, considercd it proper 1o bring
out a new edition,

The purpose of the book, #s it originally appeared in 1930,
was (o bring under one cover a collection of recorded materials
throwing light on the ancient kingdom extending from the Karatoya
to the river Dikkaravasini ; and on ' Western Assam of the _Ahoms
extending from the Manaha to the Barnadi. Both these terri-
tories, though varying in dimension, were known by the common
appellation of Knmarupa. The present name Eamrup is ngpﬁnd
to & district the areas of which form part of the two easlier
rupas. The present book Kanrupar-Burenji I"I:Fl.‘ﬂtntl the past
history of Kamrupa in the three denotations of the same term.
The conflicts with the Moguls had their theatre of opeTations
mainly in Western Assam : on one occasion, the invaders
advanced as far as the Bharari river in Central Assam, and on
another, to Gargaon, the capital in Upper Assam. The term
Kamrupa is, therefore, appropriate in view of the territories which
come within the purview of the information embodicd in the

Advantage has been taken in this new edition to incorporate
some valuable materials which have reached our hands in the
meantime, and they have been selected to replenish and enlarge
the information which could be gathered from the first edition.
The pragrn_Fha have been renumbered to accommodate the new
additions. The new materials are:—

I, Paragraphs 17-19. Sacred rivers of Assam ; the
foundation of Manipur by Babrubshan ; and au
account of Bhalukpang Raja, also known as Pratap
Singha Raja,
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2. Paragraphs 20.27. The foundation and ascendancy
of Behar under Biswa Singha, Naranarayan
and Chilarai,

3. Paragraphs 141-130. Letters exchanged between the
Ahom EI];!MI‘C]'.I! Swargaden Jayadhwaj Singha and
S o Chakradhwaj Singhs on the one hand,
and Raja Prananarayan of Coocli Behar on the other,
Tgﬁ;hn sjaka  years 1584 w 1589, A. D, 663 w

~ The Buranjis from which these three pieces have been taken
are enumerated in the section  Original rourres of Kamrupar Buranji
inserted in the prefutary pages, Space has been found for these
new additions by the omission of an appendix of the first edition
compiled by a modern author,

It Is earnestly hoped that the book will continue (o be read
as before, and that its. ulility will be enhanced with the s
gressive realisation of the greatness of Asam's heritage, both in
the splendour of ity achievements, and the plenitude of materials
treasuring those aclievements,

Gauhat, Assam: SURYYA KUMAR BHUYAN
The 23rd Marck 1958,



EAMRUFAR BURAN]I
SECOND EDITION, 1958
Original sourees of Eamrupar Baraxjl

The following original sources have been lald  under
contribution in the compilation of Kamrup Buranji, The figures
in the right-hand margin refer to the parsgraphs of Kamrupar
Buraniji.

Paragiajil

1. Padshah-Buranp, brought from England by 1—i
Shri Benudhar Sharma.

2. K gr Buranji, Historical materialt caollected 9—16
by Shri Benudhar Sharma.

8, Ausam Buranji, obtained from the family of the 17—19
late Shri Krishoa Kanta Adhikari Kaviraj
of Gauhati.

4, Awam Buranji, obtained from the Ahom Yuvak 2027
Sanmilan,

5. Padshah-Buranyi, brought from England by  28-—38
Shri Benudhar Sharma,

6. Kamrupar Buranji, manuscript obtained froni the  30—75
American Baptist Misslon, Gauhati,

7. Pudshak-Buraayi, brought from England by 76—83
Shri Benudhar Sharma.

8. Kamrupar-Auranfi, manuscript obtained from B4—140
the American Baptist Mission, Gauhati.

0, Assam Buramjt, mnnu;m'iﬂt;t obtained from the I41—1350
family of the lare ndit Hemchandra
Goswani,

10. Kamrupar Buranfi, manuscriptobmined from 151—180
the American Baptist Mission, Gauhati.

L1, Aeeam Buranji, obtained from the family of [81—182
Sukumar Mahant, supplemencary portion.

12, Bu¢hanan Hamiilen, manuscripts containing 183—222
the results of the survey of India made by
Dr. Francis Buchanan, in 1807-1814¢. Gene-
ral view of the hi and manners of
Kamrup, 175.MSS.EUR.D.98, obiained
from the Indin Office Library, London.
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APPENDIX C
GENERAL VIEW OF THE HISTORY OF KRAMRUFPA

BY

D, Francis BUCHANAN M.D., M.R.A.S.

Editor’s note.—[The following chapter has been
printed from an old manuscript kindly lent to the
editor by the suthorities of the India Office Library,
London, in September, 1928, It forms part of the
buge mass of manuscript records, commonly known
as “‘Buchanan Manuscripls”’, representing the results
of the survey of India made by Dr, Francis Buchanan,
alins Buchanan-Hamilton, in 1807-1814, on which
so much labour and money were spent.  This manus-
cript was presented to the Library of the East India
Company by Dr, Charles Wilkins on March 1, 1830.
Buchanan's account presents a valnable nucleus of
information regarding the history of ancient Kamarupa.
The marginalia are ours. Buchunan’s spellings have
been relained in the text. The MS. is described in
the Catalogue of European MSS. in the India
Office Library, Vol. II, Part [I, pp. 663-664.
Buchanan’s narrative is supposed to have been

repared for the Royal Asatic Society.—S. K.
fiteyan.]

Boundaries of Kamarupa.—The history of this
district is perhaps involved in still greater obscurity
than that of Dinajpur. Almost the whole of it is in-
cluded in the ancient Hindu territory of Kamrup,
which extends Fast from the Korotova where it
oined the kingdom of Motsyo, to Dikhorbasini, a
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nriver of Assam, which enters the Brahmaputra a litile
to the East of the eastern Kamakbya, which is said
to be fourteen days’ journey by water above Jorhat,
the present capital of that kingdom. I have not
been ible to leamn that the ancient Hindus mention
any kingdom as intervening between Kamrup and
China, Those whom 1 have consulted seem to
think, that Kamrup is bounded on the East by China,
by which however it must be observed, is probably
meant the country between the Indian and Chinése
Empires ; lor, as Abul Fazil justly observes, the Chinese
Empire is the Maha-chin of the Hindus. He indeed
calls Pegu, the China of the Hindus; but in this, he
is only to be considered as mentioning for the whole,
what was then the principal kingdom; as now we
might say, that the Empire of Ava is the proper China
of the Hindus ; and in fact, it now scparates Kamrup
from the Chinese Empire or Maka-chin. On the
North, Kamrup exwends o Kongjogiri, the frontier
of Modra, the kingdom of Sailyas which comprehends
Bhotan. I have not however been able to learn
where this mountain is placed, and the Bhoteeas
seem to have made large encroachments on the whole
northern frontier of Kamrup, The southern boundary
of Kamrup is where the Lakhya river scparates from
the Brahmaputra, and there it is bounded by the
country called Bonggo. Kamrup, according to this
description, includes a portion of Moymonsing (North
part of Dacca R.) and of Srihotto (Selhet R.) together
with Monipur, Jaintia, Kachhar, and Assam. 183,

Narakasur.—The ecarliest tradition concerning
the history of Kamrup is, that it was given by Arishna
to Norak, the son of the earth (Prithivi), This Norak,
although an fidel (Osur), was for some time a
favounite of the God, who appointed him guardian
(Dwarpal) of the twmple of Kamakhya (granter of
pleasure], who naturally presided over the region of
desire (Kamrup), This deity is by the Hindus considered
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as female, and her temple, situated near Gohalt,
the place where Norak rmicrcd, 15 still much frequented.
184,

Four divisions of Kamarupa.—Ramrup is said
to have been then divided into four Piths or portions
which may naturally be expected to have appella-
tions suitable to its name and tutelary deity. Thﬂi?
are, accordingly, called Kam P., Rotno P., Mom
and Yomi P. alluding to desire, beauty, and some cir-
cumstances not  unconnected  with these qualities
which our customs do not admit to be mentioned
with the plainness that is allowed in the sacred langu-
ages of the East. In fact, the country by the natives
is considered as the principal seat of amorous delight,
and a great indulgence 1 considered allowable. 1
have not learnt the boundaries of these divisions,
but am told that Rofeo Pith is the country now
called Vikar. 185.

Bhagadatta, ally of Duryodhan.—Norak did
not long merit the favour of Krishna, Being a great
oppressor, and a wurslliJ)pcr of the rival god Sig, he
was put to death, and was succeeded by his son
Bhogodotto. At the time of the wars which are sai
to have placed Yudhishthir on the throne of India,
this prince engaged in the great contest on the losing
side, and ollowed the fortunes of Dwyodhon. There
can be little doubt, that this is the same person with
the Bhugrut of Mr. Gladwin's translation of the Ayeen
Akbory  “who came to the assistance of Jirjoodbun
and gallantly fell in the war of the Mahabharut”.
By Abul Fazil, this prince is said to have been of the

yeiri (Khyotriyo) caste, and this is supported by
the opinion of the Bralimans, but here a considerable
difficulty ocours :  for it is generally allowed that
Bhogodotio' was the son of Norak, who was not a
Hindu. 'We shall however soon see, that in Kamrup
many other personages have been adopted into the
princely race, whose ¢laims to a Hindu descent
are at best exceedingly doubtful. 186,
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Absence of architectural relics.—Bhogodotto
is said to have usually resided at Gohati. The King
of Kamrup is said occasionally to have fled from
bustle and cares of his capital, and to have sought
the pleasures of retirement at Ranggopur, from whence
its name, signifving the abode of pleasure, is derived.
No traces of any buildings by Bhogodotto or his family,
remain in this district, nor is it thahlt that any
remain in Assam, as the princes of the ecastern pars
of Kamrup continue, even to this day, to dwell in
huts; nor is there any reason to suppose that his
accommodation was superior, while his power and
probably the thickness of his forests, rendered for-
tifications towards the West unnecessary. 187.

B tta’s date.—In the great war, Bhogo-
dotto fell by the hands of Orjun, brother of Yudhishihir;
but, according to the Ayeen Akbory, twenty-three princes
of the same family continued to govern afier his death,
The authority of this work is however disminished by
its supposing that these princes governed the whole
of Bengal, which seems entirely without foundation.
It is however very likely, and is said indeed to be
mentioned in the Purans, that for some time, the
descendants of Blogodotto retained the government
of Kamrup. 1 cannot indeed adopt the chronology,
which places Yudhishthir about 3,200 years before
the birth of Christ ; on the contrary I am persuaded
that this prince lived considerably after the time
of Alexander for, in every part of India, there remain
traces of the family of Yudhishthir, or the princes
who were hLis contemporaries, and of many dynasties
that have governed since his time, but all these later
dynasties so far as I have learned, may be ascertained
to be of a comparatively late period, and making every

ible allowance for the reigns of the families of Yudhish-
ihir and of the dynasties that have succeeded, we shall
not be able to place the former much beyond the
time of Augustus. 1 am happy to acknowledge, that
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1 have derived this manner of reasoning on the subject
from 2 conversation with my worthy friend, Major
Mackenzie of Madras, who has formed more accurate
notions on Indian history, than any person whose
opinions I know, notions founded on a careful in-
vestigation of the remains of the antiguity, and not
on the fictions of Indian poets, who in the extrava-

gance of invention exceed even the fertile genius of
Greece. 188,

Yogini-Tantra.—In the part of the Yogim-
Tantre, which 1 have procured, and which is consi-
dered as the highest authority concerning every thing
relating to Kamrup, the Pundit of the mission says
that there is no mention of Bhogodotto, but that the
god Siv prophesies, that after the infidel Norak, and
at the commencement of the era of Sake, that is, about
the end of the first century of our era, there would

be Sudra kings of Kamrup. The first Raja mentioned

is Digyeswor, in whose time the worship of Kameswwori
or Eanmi:!gla, the knowledge of which had hithérto
been confined to the learned, would be published
even to the vu}gar, and this would happen at the
very beginning of the eraof Saka, or in the year of our
eri 76. This Raja is said to have been of the tribe
called in the Sanscrit language Dhilior, which is usually
applied to the Kaibortos of Bengal; but it may be
doubted, whether the prince belonged to that tribe,
which is not one of Kamrup. The worship of the
Linga according to the prophecy, would begin in
the 19th véar of Saka. gﬂme indefinite time after
that period, a Brahman born of the Korotoya river,
and named MNagosongkor, would be king, and extend
the doctrine. Afier him, but at wﬁat interval is
not mentioned

s would be a Raja, named Folpheswor,
who would still further encourage that worship,

and who would build the celebrated temple of Jolprs.
Very considerable ruins are at no great distance from

that place, as will be hereafter escribed, but they
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are ascribed to a Prithy Raje, who may however have
been a person of the same family, 189

Prithu Raja.—This Prithe Ruaja, from the size
of his capital, and the numerous works raised in the
vicinity by various dependants and connection of
the court, must have governed a large extent of conntry,
and for a considerable period of time.  Although
be is in some measure an object of worship among
the neighbouring Hindus, they have few traditions
concerning the place from whence lie came, nor at
what period he lived; and I heard it only mentioned
b[v{ one old man, that he governed before the time:
of the dynasty which will be next mentioned. 190,

The Kichaks.—As usual, he is considered as
having been a very holy personage, who was so much
afraid of having his purity sullied, that on the ap-

roach of an abominable tribe of impure fakirs, named
ichok, he threw himsell into & tank, and was followed
1:7 all his guards, so that the town was given up (o
under, and the family ceased to reign. At present
the Kichok are a kind of gypsies, that are thinly
scattered in the northern parts of Indii, and live
by snaring game, telling fortunes, and it is usually
posed, by stealing. It must however be observed
that this tribe, which in the Sanscrit language is called
Kirat, would at one time appear to have been really
werful in this vicinity; and, according to the Togint-
antro, was not reduced to its present miserable state,
until the time of Fimwo Singhe, who will be hereaficr
mentioned. 191,

The Bhoteas.—There is also a tradition in the
cnunn‘}' that a much greater portion of Kamrup
formerly belonged to the Bholeas than does at present.
1 am inclined to think that these Bhoteas were really
the Chinese, whose histories, 1 lelieve, mention their
conquests in this part of India, and who might
naturally be confounded with the Bhoteas; from
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their impure feeding, and from having made their
attack through the country of that people, 192,

of Gopichandra,—It would not appear
that during the dynasty of Aduswr, any part of this
district was comprehended in the Hindu Kingdom
of Bengal. On the contrary, about that time, or

not long after, the western parts of this country, as

far as the Brahmapuira, scem to have been subject to a
family of princes, and the first of whom that has left
any traces was Dforma Pal. Whether or not, from
his name, we may suppose, that he was one of the
Pal family, which preceded the dynasty of Adisur,
who in the wreck of his family may have saved a portion,
1 shall not venture to determine. From the works
that are attributed to Diwrma Fal, he would appear
to have been a person of some power, and even the
works am‘ihmﬂi} to relations and dependanis of his
family possess some degree of magnitude. He said to
huve had & brother named Montkchandro, who seems
to Lave died early, and to have left the management
of his son and estate to his wife, Mopnawots. This
Lady makes a conspicuous ﬁgl:irr. in the traditions of
the natives and is said to have Killed Dhorma Pal in an
engagement near the banks of the Tista ;  at least the
Raja disappeared durning the battle between his troops
and those of his sister-in-law. Moynawoti's son, Gapi-
chendro, succeeded his uncle, and seems o have left
the management of his affairs to his mother, and
for some time to have indulged himself in the luxury
of one hundred wives, among whom the two most
celebrated for beauty and rank, were Hudna and
Pudna, one of whom, if not both, was daughter of a
werson of considerable rank, named  Horischondro.

‘hen Gopichondro had grown up, and probably when
he had been satiated with the pleasures which women
bestow, he wished to interfere in business:  His mother
had then the art to persuade him to dedicate his life
to religion, and having placed him under the tuition
of her spiritual guide (Gurx) Haripa, a religious
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mendicant (2ogi) of remarkable sancuity, this prince
changed from voluptuousness to superstition, adopted
the same manner of life with his instructor, andis sup-
posed to be now wandering in the forests, The people
of Kamrup are still frequently entertained by the
songs of itinerant bards of the low caste called (Yogi),
who repeat the poem called Sibergit, which gives an
account of Gopichundro, of his pious resignation of
power, and of the lamentations of his hundred
wives, who by no means approved of lis change of
life. This song is in the vulgar language, and its
repetition oceupies four or five Hindu hours for two
days. 193,

Havachandra.—As the father is praised by the
Hindus for his piety, his son  Hovochondre or Bhove-
chondro as his name is more usually pronounced, is
Eivcn as an example of stupidity, who with his minister

opochondro did nothing like other people, and turmed
night into day and day into night. Many examples
of their stupidity are related to serve as amusement
to the youth of Bengal; but the Raja seems to have
lived in considerable splendour, and without fear,
while the works of his relavion, Lora, and of his tri-
butary, Binna, show that his dependants had consi-
derable power, and did not require fortresses to enable
them to live in security. After the death of Bhobo-
chondro, there came a Pale raja of the same family,
who is said to bave been destroyed by a dynasty that
I shall have next occasion to mention, although it

is more probable that a period of anarchy intérven-
ed, 194,

The Yogis.—The princes of the dynasty of
Dhormo Pal are supposed to have been Khypoinyos,
yet this seems clou[:tfu!. The lady, Moynawoti had
not a Brahman for a spiritual guide ; but this import-
ant office was held by a Togi, that is a Sudra dedicated
to a religious life; and there is great reasons to believe,
that the Yogis, who repeat the songs, are descendants
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of this kind of priesthood, who were degraded by
Songkor Acharya, and who reject the Brahmans, as
spiritual  guides, although in order to procure a
miserable existence they have now betaken themselves
to weaving, burning lime, and other low employments,
In the South of India, they collect and veng drug-,
and pretend to practise physic, but are Et}luﬂu}' O
tinalg in rejecting  the instruction of the sacred
order. 195,

The origin of the Khen Dynasty.—With
regard Lo the next dynasty there 5 greater certainty,
although as usual, the chronology 1s attended with
many dificulties. According w tradition, there was
a Brahman whose name is unknown; but who had
a servant that tended Lis cattle, no one knows where.
According to some, this servant was an infidel, (Osier),
most probably fom the mountains of Tripura, but
concerning this, different persons are not exactly

agreed, and some allege, that it was his mother who

wis. of the impure race, and that she bore her a son
while in the service of the Brahmin, Many com-
plaints were made against this fellow; and his master
one day was ﬂl_‘ﬁil‘ﬂﬁ lo view him asleep, while his
cattle were permitted (o destroy the crops of his
neighbours. The Brahman was advanang with a
determination. (o bestow the merited punishment,
when he observed thie lines on the naked feet of his
gervant, and immediately, by his profound skill in
the most noble science of Samurdick Jyotish, knew
that the sleeper would become a prince. On  this
dis s the Brahman paid him: all due respect,
r:um it unnecessary for him to E:;ihrm any low
office, and showed him still more kindness by dis-
closing the certainty of his [uture greatness ; lor the
servant in return , promised that when he became
a prince, the Brahman should be his chiel minister
(Patre). Accordingly sometime aflerwards, it is not
known how, he became king, and is said to haye
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* destroyed Pala, the successor of Hovochondro. This
% however as 1 have before observed, is rather doubtful,
and Kamrup in the interval had probably fallen
into a state of anarchy favourable for an upstart,
and was overrun by various rude tribes, Koch, Mech,
Garo, Kachari, Rabha, Hajong, Tripura, Bhot, and
Nepcha who neither spoke the language of Bengal
nor had adopted the religion of the Brahmans, al-
though numerous fugitives had taken refuge from
the violence of Sultan Jeloluddin, as mentioned in
my account of Dinajpur; and had diffused some degree
of instruction, or at least had preserved the bhitle
improvement, that had been made in former dynas-
ties, 196.

Niladhwaj.—The new Raja scems to have been
much guided by his minister the Braliman, assumed
a Hindu ttle, Nilodhwoj, and placed himself under
the tuition of the sacred order. For this purpose
a colony of Brahmans were introduced from hrahm,
and from thence we may perhaps infer the country
of the minister. There is no trace of any earlier colony
of Brahman in l{umruF than this from Maithila,
and the great merits of the prince were rewarded
by elevating his tribe called Khyen, to the dignity
of pure Hindu. It is indeed contended by the Raj-
bongyis, that Niledhwoj was of their caste, and that the

“%  Khyen were only his servanis begotten by Rajbongsis
upon prostitutes of Khyatriye tribe, but it seems highly
improbable that the Raja would procure the dignity
of pure birth for the illegitimate offspring of his ser-
vants, while his own family remains  in the impure
tiribe of Rajbongsi, the origin of which scems to me
of a later date. 197.

Kamatapur.—The Ruje  having settled his
government built a city called Komotapur, and he
and his successors took the title off Komoleswor, or
Lords of Komota, while the title of Kemotesworr or
Lady of Komota, was bestowed on the family deity,
a female spirit as vsual, delighting in blood. 198,

—

#an
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Chakradhwaj.—As cach Raje of this family
claimed his right to govern on the authority of some
miracle, it was discovered by Chabrodinej, the second
prince, that Bhogodotto had received from Sib an
amulet (Kobay) which rendered him  invulnerable,
and which he usually wore on his arm.  In the hurr
of preparation for batde this amulet had been left
behind on the day when Bhogodotto was killed, and
lay concealed near Hostinapur until the time of Chokro-
dhwoj, when this prince was informed in a dream
how the amulet might be found and that it was to be
worshipped as representing Komolesweri as it is to
this day. 199,

Insecure Government.—During this dynasty
the office of chiel minister (Patro) seems to have been
hereditary, as well as the regal dignity, and the Brahman
and his descendants occupied a fortress contiguous
to the walls of the city; but the government does
not seem to have been very secure, as not only the
royal palace and the residence of the minister, biit
several houses of inferior personages scem to have
been fortified, although situated within the immense
works by which the ¢ity was surrounded. 200,

Nilambor.—Chokrodhwoj was succeeded by Nilam-
bor, the third and last prince of the familv. His do-
minions arc said to have extended over the greater
part of Kamrup, and included part of Motsy, for
the fort at Ghoraghat is said to have been one of his
erecting. Numerous public works, especially magni-
ficent roads, are attributed to this prince, who from
these, seems 16 have governed his country with
attention; but the circumstances related concerning
his overthrow, are accompanied with traits of the
most savage barbarity. 20].

Strategic conquest of Kamatapur.—Whether
from, & natral suspiciousness of temper, or from an
uncommon accuracy of observing such circumstances
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the Raja on entering his women's apartmentsone day,
observed traces which convinced him that a man had
been there. He was immediately inflamed with jealousy,
and haying sent people to watch, a young Brahman, son
of Suchi Patro, the prime minister, was soon caught
attempting to enter the royal apartments, and to
dishonour his master. He was taken before the King,
put privately to death, and part of his body was c[m:-
pared for food. His father baving been invited to
a grand entertainment given by the king, ate of his
son’s body, for in Kamrup the Brahmans are allowed
great liberties in their dict. After he had satated
himscif with this monstrous food, the king showed
him his son's head and informed him of the crime
and of what he had been eating. The minister is
said to have acted with a presence of mind well suited
for such an occasion. He said that his son had no
doubt deserved any punishment, but as the king had
made him eat such a horrid repasi, that he could no
longer continue in his service, but would retire from
the world and dedicate himself to the duties of a
religious mendicant. By this stratagem he was allowed
to retire, and having assumed the habit of son-
nyashi, immediately left Kamrup. His first object
now was to procure revenge, and he proceeded withi-
out delay to Gaur, where he laid before the Moslem
king information, that was followed by an attack on
Nilambor. For some time however the invasion
did not seem likely to terminate in success, for after
a siege of twelve years, the Moslem had made no
impression upon the works of Aemotapur. Although
the length of the siege is  probably exceedingly
exaggerated by tradition, its issue probably continued
long doubtful, for the invading army has evidently
fortified its camp with much care, The place 1
said to have been taken atlength by stratagem, or
rather, by the most abominable treachery. The
Muhammedan commander informed the king by
message, that having lost all hopes of taking the
place, he was desirous of making peace, and of leaving
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the country on the mast friendly terms. This havi
been accepted, it was roposed, that the ladies of
the Moslem chiefs shnulcr pay their respect to the
queen, This also was received, as a mark of polite
attention, and & number of covered litters were ad-
mitted into the women's apartments within the citadel,
In place of Moslem fa ies, these litters contained
arms, and the bearers were soldiers, who immediately
on gaining admission seized their weapons and secured
the person of the Raja, who was put into an iron cage
in order 1o afford amusement  for the Sultan and
Populace of Gaur. On the wa v he contrived to escape,
and has ever since remained concealed. 2092,

Ishmail Gazi.—The Muhammendans of
Ghoraghat  attvibute the destruction of  Nilamber 10
their favorite saint fimas! Gazi of whom I have given
afl account in the report concerning Dinajpur, By
the Moslems of this district he | considered as the
chief of saints, and several places of worship are
erected to his memory, or over precious refics that
belonged to his person. But this reverence has pro-
bably induced them o magnify the conquests of
Ismael, who poverned Ghoraghat in the reign of
Nusrut Shah, a prince whose reign commenced about
the vear of our era 1523, which seems to be some-
what 00 late for the destruction of Komotapur, 208,

Hussain Shah's conquest of Kamarupa.—

In the manuseript account of Bengal which | procured
at Maldeh, it is said that the sultan Hoseyn, immediate
redecessor of Nasrut, conquered Kamrup, and killed
1ts king Harup Nurayon, son of Malkong yar, son of Sada
Lukhymon, and 1 Kave no doubt that these are the
same persons with the three princes of Komaotapur,
for the Hindu rajas have so many titles that on* person
may choose to call them by a name tatally different
from that which another may employ; and the time
of the events will not admit’ of our supposing that a

dynasty intervencd between that destroyed by Hoseyn,,

*
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and the one which now governs the small portion of
Kamrup, that retains some degree of inde ence,
In the short account of the Assam published in Vol.2
of the Asiafic  Rewarches, which seems to me more
accurate than the commentator is willing to admit,
it is stated that “Hosevn Shah, a king of Bengal, un-
dertook an expedition against Assam in which he
had at hst considerable success. The raja retired
1o the mountains, and the son of the king was left
with a large army to keep possession of the country.
In the rainv season the raja descended into the plains
and destroyed the whole invading army, who were
all either killed or made prisoners.” (A. R 11, 180
It was probably this rash expedition, which frustra
the conquest of Komotapur; and rendered it necessary
for the Moslems to retire after a possession of one or
two years. Indeed the tradition of the Hindus states
that thev made no stay at Komotapur, but retreated
immediately with what booty they could procure:
This however seems improbable, and 1 shall have
occasion to show, that within the walls of Komota-
Eur there are probable traces of the Moslems having
egun very considerable works, which have been
broken off unfinished. It is therefore probable that
Nilambor was destroved by Hosern Skah in person
and he began to reign about forty years before the
usurpation of Sher Shakh, or about the year 1496 of
our era. The conquesis therefore of Ishmael  Gap
must be confined to the vicinity of Ghoraghat, and
perhaps, he did no more than retain these small por-
tions of the conguests made by the sultan #,
where he founded the city named after Nusrut, the
successor of that prince, 204,

Vasistha.—The overthrow of Nilambor is
looked upon by the natives as a most unfortunate
event. I the Yogim-Tantro it is told that in the
time of Norak, a most holv person Veadhthe Muni
went to the temple of Kamakhya and was refused
admittance by the infidel guardian, As such persons,
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conscious of their worth, are sometimes apt to be &
great deal too irrascible, Vosushtho prayed that the
temple might be deprived of all dignity, which
accordingly would have immediately happened had
not the goddess of love (Kamakhya) made a complaint
to Sip, who although he could not entirely prevent
the eficcts of the holy man’s imprecation (samgpan),
yet Kpmtpnncd the completion until the destruction
of Komotapur; and he ordered, that this degrada-
tion should continue only until the restoration of the
Komateswor, who, as 1 have said, is supposed to be
still alive, and his return is anxiously and eagerly
expected by the people of Kamrup, as some uF the
events which are prophesied to precede the restoration,
have already come to pass. On that happy occasion,
the goddess’ of delight will be restored 1o full gloryy
and the four nations of usurpers who now share Kam-
rup, will be extirpated by mutual slaughter. These
nations are the Ploo or Bhoteas; the Saumar OF As-
samese: the Kmwach or Koch, who govern Vihar;
and the Yovon or barbarians of the west, who accord-
ing to the authority of the Yogini-Tantro, are descen=
dants of Haihoye and Talojongghe, two Khyotriyos
who on account of cowardice were degraded; and
prohibited from eating pure food, and from following
the doctrine of the Vedas. 205.

Madan and Hajo.—Two brothers
named Chondon and  Modon, after the overthrow of
Nilambor. established a short government of eight
years at a place called Morolavas, which is now under
the government of the Deo  Raja, and is about thirty
miles north from Komotapur. Their power was not
only transieat, but scems to have extended to no great
distanice, and the parts of Kamrup that were not
retained by the Moslems seem to have fallen again
into anarchy under the chiefs of the rude tribes which
1 formerly mentioned. Among these, by far  the
most powerful were the Koch, who had a number
of chiefs, at first independent, but who gradually

P
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united under the authority of one of themselves named
Hajo. He seems to have been a persol of great vigour,
and reduced under his government the whole of this
district except Ghoraghat, 1o cther with most of
that pottion or Assam, whicl is included in the govern-
ment of Gohati or Kamrup. He had no children
except two daughters, Hira and Jira. 206.

Hira and Jira; their sons Visu and Sisu.—
Hiva belore the rise of her family had been married
to a certain Herya, who is said to have been of the
impure tribe called Mech. Whether fira was married

e OF ot is 1ot known, but she had a son named Stsu,
while her sister bore a son named Fisu. The former
is said to be ancestor of several branches of the family
that are now subject to the Company, but Visu suc-
ceeded to the whole power of his grandfather. As
he was not contented with the inst ruction of the Koli-
tas, who seem to have been the original priesthood
of his tribe, nor with the learning of the Brahmans
of Maithilo who had been formerly introduced, he
procured  some men of piety [Bﬂr’rﬂz{j from Srihotto,
and gave them the title of Kamrupi Brahmans, and
these form the second colony of the sacred order that
has settled in this country. 207.

%, Ppublication of the Tantras.—To this era
may probably be referred the composition , or as the
Hindus would say, the publication of many or most
of the books called Tantras, which are supposed to
have been communicated by the god Sih 1o his wife
Parbati about 5,000 years ago. One of the most
celebrated of these compositions, the Yagim-Tantro,
I am indeed informed, mentions the amours of Hira
and the government of her son 5 mor is there any
doubt that Kamrup is usually considered as the grand
sorrce of this system of magic, and the period between
the time of Vi and of his great grandson Porikhyit

3 seems to have been the only period when the learning
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of the Bralimans flourished in that country. The
doctrines contained in these works, admits of many
mdulgences necessary for new converts, and to enable
the Bralhmans to share in the pleasures of a most sensual
people;  and they inculcate chiefly the worship of
the female spirits that are apprased with blood, which
was the original worship of the country, and which
has now become very generally diffused among the
Brahmans of Bengal, with whom these Tantras are
i the highest request. 208,

Viswa Singha's divine origin.—It was
now discovered, that the Raja, was not a son of the
poot barbarian Hega, but that bis mother, although
a Koch, was not only of a celestial origin, but had
been the peculiar favourite of the god 8:5, who had
passed much of his time in amorous dalliance with
the damsel, and was the actual father of the prince,
who' took the name ol Viswe Singho, and bestowed
on the som of his aunt  Jira that of Sib Singhe,
and this prince also claimed for his mother the honour

of the most intimate Gavour of the god whose name
he bore. 209,

The Origin of the Koch.—Although the Yogini-
Tanire calls the father of Hira a barbaman (Melech-
chlio), vet it has been discovered that the Koch were
not in fact an impure tribe, as had beep in general
supposed, but were descended from some Khyotriyos,
who had fled into Kamrup and the adjacent country
of Chin, in order to escape from the violence of
Porosuram; when that deity pusued the kings of
the carth, and gave their territories to the Brahmans.
In this exile the descendanis of the Khyotrivos had
departed from many parts of the Hindu law and
on this account were considered impure, This scems
10 be exactly the same story, which Sir W. %nnu quotes
(e Ree. 11 p. 368) from the institutes of Meny, and
on the authority of which he deduces the origin of the
Chinese from the Hindus. The features both of
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Chinese and Koch seem to me insuperable ob-
jections against that theory, and I have no doubt
that both the passage of Memu and the fable of the
Koch are equally founded on national vanity, which
however unbecoming in & lawyer or philosopher like
Meny, is excusable enough in the Koch, who among
the people with whom it is their fortune to live, are
naturally desirous of procuring some means of bei

raised from the drags of impurity. On this pretend

descent the Koch, or at least all of them that have
adopted the Hindu religion, and have relinquished
their impure practices, assume the title of Rajbongsis,
or descendants of princes; and the other rude tribes
of Kamrup and Chin, such as Mech and Hajong,
who have followed their example in religion, have
assumed the same title. Al the descendants of Hira,
still further related by their supposed divine origin,
assume the title of Der or Lord, and all the reigning
princes of the family claim the title of Narayon, which

among the Hindus is one of the names of the supreme
deity. 210,

Naranarayan and Sukladhwaj.—Viswe Singhe
was so weak as to divide his dominions bet-
ween two sons, Nere Narayon and Sukladhwoej. The
former obtained the country west from the Chhouno-
kosh, the latter obtained the country east from that
river, together with both sides of the Brahmapuira,
[ shall now proceed to give an account of this branch
of the family, which was the most considerable, 211.

Raghudeo and Parikshit.—Sulbladhws] seems
to have poverned without any remarkable event
and left his dominions to his son Raghu Dea Narayon.
He had twwo sous, Parikshit Naragon and another
who as an appanage obtained Dorong, which his des-
cendanis stll retain under the Kings of Assam. Pori-
kshit, however, prudently retained the sovereignty

of the whole, and lived at Gilajnfhar, on the west side
of the Godadhor, where the only remains to be seen
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although the place i also called’ Athure - Kotha, e
cighteen castles, clearly evince the small improves
ment which his people had made in the ars;  but

his court seems o have flourished in learning; and-

severt hundred Bralunans are said o have resided at
his eapital, 212,

Abul Fazls account of the Koches. —\When
Abui  Fazil composed the Ayeen dkbery, the subdivi-

sion of the kingdom of  Fiswe Singhe  was + not known
at Dethiy although in all  probability: it had recently

taken place. From prudential motives it had ~perhT

been carefully concealed, and the two branchies of the
family lived 10 an wmity thar was absolutely necessary

for. their own safety, Abul Fagi says that “north from

al B the  province | of Coach (Koch), the:

chief of which commands 1,000« horse  and 00,0000
foot (the usual oriemtal exaggeration), Kamrup,

whichis ulso called Kamieh  (Kemots, the old capital) |
makes & part of his dominion.” Soon after thisy

however, it s said, that the Mubammedan governor

of Dhaka discovered the real state of allairs, and

lﬁm‘am: (very urgeny with Parikhyit forribute, . The
%

bt s er to procure favorable terms was advised.

to undertake a journey to Agra; where bie ‘was kindly

recerved, and pmcurrJ an order from the king, direct-

ing the governor to take whatever tribute the Raja

chose to offer. On returning to Dhake, the Ruja,
who was totally: ignorant of human affairs, and of
the immensity of the sum, offered 200.00,000 of rupees,
and returned o hisccapital ‘highly  satisfied: with his
conduct. When his' minister (Patro) explained: to!
him the nature of tlie promise which he had made
the poor Raja  was « thrown itito  consternation; and
again det .« out for Agra, taking his minister - with
i, in order 1o avoid such mistakes.  Unforiy-
nately he died by the way, and the Moslems in the
meantime ook possession of the  country, in order
o recover the money: thav had been promised, The

afruid did not absolutely refise o comply,

hr-r
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minister proceeded to court, where after some trouble
he-was appointed Kanungos or register of the country,
which -was divided mto four sirkars Utor  Kul or
Dhangkini north of the Bralmaputra, Dokhyirkul south
of the same, Banggulblumi west of the H’r:hmnpun'n.
and Aamrup proper, so called as containing Gauhati
the mest ancient capital of the country. The hrother
of Povikhyit was confirmed in his government of Dorong,
and Chondro  Narayen, the son of the Iml‘ommm:.ﬂgﬂ
received very large estates, which his descendants still
wetnin  as  subjects. These I shall afterwards, have
pccasion to mention, Large estates were also given
to the new Kanungoe, from whose [amily papers
these accounts are -taken. 213,

Mirjumla’s invasion of Assam.—The Mos-
lem army took possession of the country about
the wear 1009 of the Bengal era, that is A.D. 1603,
or two years before the death of Abber. A Mogul
general ( Fouzdar ) resided at Ranggamati, and the
country 18 said for many years to have undergone
considerable improvements;, especially  under  the
Government of a certain noble Hindu, named Mamo-
umgho. The wsnal desire of encroachment, hewever,
anduced the Moslems, in the reign of durengzebs, to
invade Assam, the limits of which were then wery
-parrow; but the people were fierce of their indepen-
dence, were invigorated by a nourishing diet and streng
drink, and their princes stll retamed their cnergy
of mind, and bad not sunk snder the enervaling
and unceasing ceremnpics of the Hindu doctrines. The
Mogul army under Meer Jumlas was completely des-
troyed, and they were compelled to cede (o the Assam-
ese the whole of the Sirkar Kamrup, and a por-
tion of [larkal and Dokkiynkul, which have ever since
been placed under the management of a great Assam-
ese officer, and form the government of Kamrup
which is about a third part of the whole iingdoml
After a residence of seventy-three years; the Muham-
medans  withdrew the (Fouzdari) government of
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Ranggamati, and placed the station of the governor
of the frontier at Ghoraghat as I have mentioned
in my account of Dinajpur. Still however, an officer
dignified with the title of Nawab, resided at Raungga-
mati, with some troops, but it scemed to have been
the wish of the Mogul government 10 encourage
the growth of forests and reeds, which might serve
as a check to the incursions of the Assamese, and
nothing was required to the chiefs descended
from Porikhyit nor from the zemindars of the hilly
;fit:nuiﬂ, but a tribute in a great measure nominal.

The Bhutanese.—The conversion of the kin
of Assam to the doctrines of the Brahmans of Bengal,
which happened soon after the overthrow of Meer
Jumla, seems to have put a total stop to their enter-
prise, and the petty chiefs who remamed nominally
under the authority of the Nawab of Ranggamat,
would have been entirely uninterrupted in cutting
each other's throats and in reducing the country to
a desert, had not they been assisted by the Bhoteas,
who brought several of them under their authority,
and continued advancing, when the Company's
gigantic power put a stop to all petty attacks of that
pature. A tolerably setiled frontier has been ob-
tained, there are some appearances of a regular
government and cultivation is again  beginning to
revive, although it is still much retarded by the constant

uabbles of the chicfs, and the liberty which th
take of dictating to all who reside on their property.215,

Cooch Behar.—1 shall now finish this historical
view with an account of the western division of Viswo
Singho’s dominions, which fell to the share of his son
Noro. Narayon. This division comprehended the
whole northern parts from the Chhounckosh to the
Mohanonda and from Sirkar Ghoraghat to the moun-
tains of Bhotan, being a very fertile tract of country
about pinety miles from N. W. to 8. E., and sixty
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miles from N.E. to S.W. The N:W. extremity of
this territory, was scttled on the descendants of S:b
Singho, the son of fira, the grand-aunt of NMore N.
from among whom the Raja was ever hound to choose
their  chief ministers (Ravkot). This portion, as
ucing an income of Rs, 32,000 a year, was called
\trishazari  (Bootis Hazary R), but the general
name given to the principality was Vihar, as having
been the scene of the voluptuous intercourse between
Sib and the daughters of Hajo. In arder to distinguizh
this Vihar from the large territory of the same name
near Patma, it has been usual to call it Kach Vihar,
(Coos Beyhar R}, but all remembrance of the Koch
is disagreeable to its princes, and at their capital all
additional appellations given to Vihar are considered
as exceedingly uncourtly. 216,

Kings of Cooch Behar.—The following is
the succession of these princes; but among these after
the fifth generation are some SODS by adoption, and
some collateral, and, it is alle ed, illegitimate suc-
cessions of which I have been nhﬁ: to procure no satis-
factory account,—

1. Noro N. 9. Rupa N,

2. Lokhymi N. 10. Upendro N.

3. Vir N. 11. Devendro N.

4, Pran N. 12. Dhairjyendro N.
5. Mod N. (3, Rajendro N,

6. Vosudeo N. 14, Dhorendro N,
7. Mohindro. N. 15. Vijendro N.

8. Dino N. 16. Khogendro N.

17. Horendro N., the reigning prince. 217.
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Harendranarayan.—Ily the natives he is

considered as a very pious person, for he pays no
attention to' business, but passes, the whole of his titoe
in retirement, and as 15 supposed, much of it in
prayer, and as he lays outmuch money in supporting
men dedicated to a religious life.  OF course his. tem-
poral affairs are not flourishing: and his people would
probably suffer less, were he more atentive o their
agovernment. for he is said to be desivous of rendering
Justice. | At present, the whole management of the
comntry 15 left to sirangers who are alleeed 1o be mere
sharks; but all the chief of the Raih'ong%::iﬁ- are like
itheir prince, and no one is said to be either able or
‘willing to attend o business. It is supposed by the
matives that the gods have bestowed an extraordinary
reward on the virtue of the Raja.  He has fifty wives,
and it is commonly reported, and gravely asserted
to be believed that all these ladies have often, in the
course of pne’ day, received the most intimate proofl
of the Ryja's affection and extraordinary wigour,
The accounts which T have heard of this chief from
Europeans who were well acquainted with him differ
‘a good deal from the above, and represent him as
a poor creature exhausted by drunkness and debau-
chery, 218.

Viswa Singha’s date.—The Vitar Rajas reckon
by the era of their ancestor Viswo and su pose, that
he began to govern in the Bengal year '.-]Fh or AD,
1509, This is scarcely reconcilable with the sup-
position that Hoseyn Shah destroyed Komotapur, after
a long siege; as he began to govern about 1496; es-

ially if we suppose that a long anarchy ook place

mmnln the gn'-t:mi:nthnf Mmmb;; and Il:':'swo [
can only suppose that Hajo immediately after the
retreat of the Moslems began to acquire great power,
and that the era begins with the independence of
‘the country, in place of being reckoned from the rei
of Viswe, the impure Hajo being considered by the
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descendanis-of the gods, as an uiiworthy  connection.
It must further be observed, that from an insaription
on a temple erected by Pran Narayon, the great great-
grandson of Fiswe, (hat rince was alive in the year
of Sukaditye 1587 or AD. 1665, so that five reigns:

according to the era of Viswo occupied 156 years,

while the thirteen following reigns have only occupied
|44 years; 1t must also be observed: that the era of
Viswo does not appear to have been in use in the year
1665, and is a reeent invention which can have no
great authority ; yet I donot thiink it much antedated
as the government of Porikbyit, a great grandson of
Viswe, was destroyed-in the year 1603, 219,

Koch fortifications.—After  the division of
their territur{ into two principalities, the Koch sensible
of their weakness are said 1o have erected a line of
fortifications along thewr southern fromtior. This -still
remains, and is attributed ‘to Mod, the fifth priuce
of Vikar, but it proved an effectuul protection to his
part of the country for only & very short period. 220,

Booduh ' and Ruagpoor.—About the begin-
ning of 'the 18th century the Muhammedans, under
the command of a certain Ebadat Khan, were able
to wrest from his descendants the districts which”in
the Bengal Atlas are called Bovdah and Rungpour,
and as if they ‘had conquered the whole, erected them
into a new Sirkar, called Kock  Vihar, or Kochar.
Indeed, it comprehends at least a third of the whole
principality, and: that by far the most improved, al-
though thie is probably owing in a greal measure W0
its change of masters. 221

E. 1. Company's intervention in Cooch
Beéhar. The confusion that ensued in the Mogul
government, secured the Vikar  family from further
encroachments on that'side; but their reduced state
now exposed - them to the depredations of ‘the' Dep
Ruja, who deprived theni-of one half of their remaining ¢
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territories. ‘The attock indeed was on the point of
proving eutirely ruinous when Dorgo Deo, the Raykot
or lereditary minister, having laid aside all re
to his duty, rebelled aguinst his sovereign and kins-
man, He entered into an alliance with the Do Raja,
and ceded to him a considerable portion of the Botirish-
hazari, on condition of being supported in overthrow-
ing the Raja, to whose title, there were, in lact, some
objections. Having procured troops from  Bliotan,
he invaded Vihar. The Raja in despair applied
for assistance to the Company, and to secure protection
engaged to pay one-halfl of his revenue.  Accord-
ingly in 1772, e."upt. Jones with a battalion of sepoys
routed Dorpoe  Deo, who took refuge in Bhotan. E& t.
Jones followed, and in 1773 ook the fortress of Dalim
Koth, on which the Deo Raja and  Drepo sued for
Eat:c. This was granted, and the parts of Bofirsh-
zart that had not been ceded to Bhotan were res-
tored to Dimpo but he was placed on exactly the same
footing &s an ordinary Zaminder, and a revenue
was fixed on his lands; while he lost all authority
in the remnant of Vikar, which does not now exceed
one third of it original dimensions and pays, as a
tribute what is supposed 1o be one half of its net revenue.
In settling the frontier, great favour and lenity seems
to have been shown to the Bhoteas, probably with
a view of gaining their [riendship in an expectation
of commercial  advantages  that would appear to
be chimerical. Some favour however, has also been
shown to the Raja, When the Moslems settled their
new conguest of Sirkar Koch Vihar, they gave the
zemindaries or mansgement of the soil 10 various
officers, and servants of the Raja, by whose treachery
they had probably been assisted,  Among these, three
considerable estates were in the possession of a branch
of the family, from among the members of which the
Nazirdeo or commander of the troops, was always
appointed; and these otales had been granted as a
part of the means by which the expense of the army
was to be defrayed.  The descendants of the Nazirdeo,
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i had enjoyed these estates from time of the Moslem
conquest; but on the British army being bound by
treaty to defend the country, the Raja represented
that he had no occasion tosupport a military estab-
lishment, and that therclore the general had no
retence for keeping lands to enable him to maintain
‘Soldiers. It has been thought just to allow the Raja
to enjoy these estates as a zeminder, and to receive
Whatever profits may be derived from their manage-
ment. The possession which Nazirdeo had obrained
from the Moslems, seems to render the case doubzful
but the claim of the Raja is certainly possessed of
great weight, 222,
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